f nmgh is a&mndy
] m of i& f_i-am its eombxnwun with the
'-Aunals of Hews‘r and Boondi, of swhich
. House he was the implacable fos:  Although

fare of this long permd of anarchy, whon
the throne of Timoor was rapidly erumb!mg
‘into dust‘, hr,s rapul.mon a8 & soldler would
never hwe hnuded, down Lis  name with
llonom- Lo, pmtenty, on the contrary, his
il eom'age had noae of the fire which is re-
i1 quisite to make & RaJpoot hero ; theugh his
' salents for lcivil government ond  court
s intrigue, in which he was the Machiavelli of
hig day, were at that pemrd far more notahle
auxilisrios, _
As a atatesman, legmiator, hnd man of
uoience, the charscter of Sowas Jey Sing
is worthy of an/ ﬁm_ple ._dgh_neq,,tmn,%. which

wonld 'correct our o’p?niéz'_i’- 6{-‘1‘35;_6’.-&6;1{115: 'and .

s

* For mch a akoteh, the mateﬁals of the Aqﬂnr conrt

o abupdant; to instance  only the ! c‘nwram a

| miscellaneous diary, in which every thing of note was

' written, and a eollection entitled Kk sek nok yoon Joy

Bing oa ox ‘the one hundred and mive actious of Jey

Sing,"of whieh T finve heard several narrated and noted,

. Wi voluminuus eorrespondence with J:he princes and

i ehiefs of his time wauld alons tepay the troable of transln-

0 o, and would throw & mote perfest light on the manneérs

1 . and feelings of his counh'ymn than the most; labourinus
el luenbmﬁcuat any Europesn, T posasss an

letterof this prince, on one of the moyt mp-cmmt events

ndign histary  at this ‘period, the depassl of.

mm ltus a&dmd wt.lm Bam.

Jey Sing’ mixed all the troubles end war-

a : ‘whom' we"na apt to form t06 low
[ He ﬁvas the 'founder of the nhw mp:thl
o ! named
' 0 which b@Lama the seat of soience and artydad,

; - | eclipsad tha mm-e mmentAmber. wlz}mhwh bl '

‘ 'angles.

'mlles from the other

‘favourite pursuit was making mPurtu

after him Jeipoor, or Jeinuggur,

the lort.tﬁcathus of the  modern city  unite,
although the extremity of the one is &ix |
Jeipoor s the tmly
-lty i India bullt upnu a regular plan,
with streets b:sect.mg each other at right
The merit of the design and oxe- | '
‘eution is assigned to Vedyadhar, o naﬁiéé-'-
of Bengal, one of the wmast eminant coad-
jutor/ of the prinee ia all his scient,iﬁc

ts, both astronomical and historical.
Almost all the Ra}poat princes have a smat-
toring of astrononiy, ar rather of its sputious’
velation, astrology ; but Jay Sing weut deep, |
not only into the theory, but the practies
of the sciemce, and was so esteemied for his
knowledge, thet he was entrusted by the
emporor Mahomed BShah with the reforma-
tion'of the calender, e had eracted ob- L
servatorics with instruments of his own in- e
‘vention at Dehli, Jeipoor, Qojein, Benares,
and Matbora, upon & scale  of Asiatic
grandeur ; and their tesults were Bo coreect
as to astonish the most learned, He had
previously used gich instrumenis as those of
Ulug Beg (the royal astronomer of Samar- g
cand), which failed to answer his expecia-
tions, me the observations of seven yeurs
at the varions observatories, he eonatmct.ed :
a 8ot of tables. Whils thus engaﬂ‘ed el
learned through a- Portugnese mmmonar P2 s
Padre Manuel, the progress whwh hlt.'

pursuits,

and he-seny “several ekilful pemns along

L}



\||

e 1 of Port ng.al despatohad LXnvler de ﬂw}w
who '-ommummtad to thta Ra;poot;prmw

(335» the R.a_;pcot punoe} vnl,la ncl.ual ohser- “almanacs consiruc(e /
vation, it appeared there was an grror in the mrwhila cousrdermg
former, in assifning the '-'figoq_h’%"_-iﬁ_lace,ﬁ of
half a degree ; ‘although thc error in the other
planets was not so great, &pt'- .the ti_n_;_eé of
solar. and lunar eclipses ket fonnd to come
ont later or"-eariiﬁf ‘than 'the fruth b}f the
fourth  part of & :'gkﬁ_f;'g, fifteen ) putp (aix
minutes of time).”  In like manner, as he ;
found fault with instraments of brass nsed by | one of our wn-bess’boets‘ e '. '
the Toorki astronomer; and which he eon- 1 '« Anunmm Mm',m;m,-ﬁﬁﬁ;;’.
jectures must have been such as were msed | g
i Hippirc.hua and Ptolemy, so be attributes
{hie inaccuracies of De la Hire's tables to
L instruments of “inferior diameters”!  The _
. Rajpoot prince mlﬂht justly - boast OF his pnrtmle of ‘I[‘, may hpan the ‘month in covs
. __nmtmmenta. With that ‘at Debli, he, in feseion of inability ; and sueh adoration, that
it A._D. 1729, determined the obliquity of the | the study and accuracy of astrdnomers, “wha
' poliptic to b 28¢ 28/ ; within 28" of what it
i was deteriined to be, the year following, aatomshmant, and utter msuﬁicmncy!
by Godin. . His general accuracy was furthar | us devote onrselves at the altag ‘of the. &
putto the testin 4. D. 1798 by our seientific | of Kings, llallow::a be his name ! in fha
~ tountrymas, Dr. W. Hunter, who conipared
" n series of ohsorvations on the latitude of
Ocjein with that established by the Rajpeot
prince.’ The dxfferencc was | 24/f 3 and
Dr. H. does not dépend on his awn obsecrva-
" tions within 137, Jey Sing ﬁmde. the lati-
tude 23° 107 N.; Dr. Hunter 288, Qv |
L PATEIN }

=Tt would be worth aﬁou“ta ning whetlm t'he amhnes
p{ Lisbon refer to this umumutance.
4 Second edition, pnbﬁs?wd in A n. 1702. .Iay bmg
1 fiiched hisin A, D) T728)

tdey Smg alwaya speaka of himaelf m tllQ third penson, gun u!' truth; t.he demonal,mtwna f:ﬂ‘u




- Sivg, }’rnm the first| dawning
‘s mind, and’ thmn i3 ita_ _‘pfop;reas towavds
mamnty, Wwas uent:rely devoted to ‘the study

[ mind was constantly direeted; to the solution
i of its most diﬂ‘mult prubiami, by the gid of
3 ! the Su prenw Artificer, he obtais Ied a hhorourrh
 knowledge of its prmeq)les and rules,” &c.#
' Besides the conatruction oi t.heae ohjecta
M of smenee, he srected, at his owu expenss,

A mrthmuu for the free uge of travellurs
o many of the provinces. How far yamity |
| may have mmgledﬁwiﬂ: benevolence /in  this
i act (by no means. uucommon in India), it
_'were unchar:table o enqmre fm; r.ha Hindu

by land or by water,” but aids the traveller

¥/ Beo Aceom:t of the asteonomical Inbours of Jra

| Sing, Raja of Am.ber," by De, W. Huuter ; (Asiat:c

|| Besearches, Yol ¥. P 1TT), ko whom T refer ths Tender
dortha dawription of the insbmments nged by the Baja,
The r.uthox has seen those at Dekili and Msth!lm Tligre

/the palace of Dodipoor, and various instrument s #t Kotah

fotmer, of abont five foet diamétar, all'jin b.rans, l:ot itp
o wnder the scholars of Jey Bing,
Ll Dr. Hunter gives s most intermiug acoount of a
fonng pundit, whow 'he fmnﬂ at Qojien, the grandson |
of otie of the cosdjutors of .Tey Bmg, swha held the office
of Jyotish Rae, or Astronomer, Boyal, and an estate of
five thousand mypees, annual rent, both of which (htle
nd estate) descended b0 this m.mg man : rhnucienca
' Aled with Jey Sing, snd the barbay
Y \mdemd his estite desala
il -pmﬁd,._says Dr.H,a tlm@ i
 Hinda gpl;mnomeal aemtw ? A in fhe
Sidhantas, and | that. not coofined fo the mechagiogl
practice: nfmlas, but fonnded on & geomatrical kmlec!ge
i +iof thoir damonstration, This inhemm: oithgmml.le uf
Je;r Sing died at Jmpoor, soqm af BT
ﬂ;@jien, in A, D, 753 ;

i Jndar tha ancmut. princes, Lhare were ,-phblm
dhamws hn,' necessitons travdlara, b wh:c.h__-'-

1R 1 they had their meals, aud then passed on, | i
pg\ © reaSrm in

of mathematmal ammre, n.'nd the' bent of his

~ tot.only prays for all those “ who travel

| s a0 an eyinoctis! dial constracted on the tereace of |

‘and ' Boondi, eopecially | an araillary ap?mne, &t the |

Wihen we consider that Tey Sing earvied

perpetual wars and count intriguss, from

truction of the empire, and the meteorie

rise of ‘the Mahrattas, ke not only stecred et

through the dangers, but elevated Amnber
above all the principalitics avound, wo must
admit that he was an extraordinary man,
Avware of the approaching downfal of the

|
|

Mogul empire, and determined to sggrandize !
. Amber from the wreck, ho was, neverthaless, i
not wnfiithfal to his lord paramount ; for, = = =

ou the conspiracy which deprived Ferochser
of empire and of 1ifs, Jey Sing was one of the
fow princes who retained their fidelity, and
would have stood by him to the last, if be
had possessed a particie of the valowr which
belonged to the descondante of Timoor.*

in that portion of the Annals of Mewar

who succceded o power on. the wurder of

| their sovelelgn Ferochser, were too wiso to A ,

 raise enemics unnecessarily ; and Jey Sing, .

f when he left the unhappy monarch to o8 SN
fate, ratired to his hereditary dominions, deu AT

“voting h:mcelf to  his favourite pursuits,,

____,___,_.,.,.,_

wh\.re I have ' pivea & literal transiation of 1B sntos
ph. letter of I’aJa Jey Sing onﬂm. Wion.

on his favonrite' pursnits in the mids¢ of

whose debasing influence le escaped. not'
untainted 5 when amidst revolution, the des~

Enough has been said of his public life, .

with which lie was so elossly connected, bogh' i
by political and family ties. The S}-edg,_

*.Scath, in his excehent history ol tbc sticoeasors of . |
mkgxeh, gives a full scconutof this t:ag,ic.nleraat, on
which I have al:eady touched in vol, T, ‘of this work B




thh 8 defent nf lns rmﬂs, al:u]
tion of the Syeds.
was called from this phllonophlml pursuits,

and appointed the king’s ligutenant for the

provinces of Agra and Malwa in snceession :
and it was rluring'thié intersal of cbmmra-

ve repose, that lie evected those monuments
whmh irradiate this: dnrk epohh of the his-
tory of India®. Nop was ho Dlind to the
interesis  of his nation or the hononr of
Amber, and his important office was made

suhservient to obtaining the repeal of that
Jisgraceful ediot, the gezeya, and suthoxity to

repress the infant power of the Jats, long o
thorn iv the side of Amber. But when,
in A.D. 1732, the Rajo. once more lieutenant

for Malwa, sow that it was in vain to attempt |

. %o check the Mahraila invasion, or to pre-

vent the partition of the empire, he deemed
 himsell justified in consnlting the welfare of

bis own house. Weknow not what terms
./ Jey Sing entered into with the Mabratta
leader, Bajirow, who, by his influence .was
appointed  Soobadar of Malwa; we may,
bowever, imagine it was from some more
powsrful stimulent than the native historian
of this period assigns, namely, “a similarity
of religion,”” By this conduct, Jey Sing is
eaid emphotically, by bis own countrymen,
ta bave given the key of Hindustan to  the
Soqthron. The mﬂusnm his charscter

X% g Raja snys hJ,Bmahrsd Tis tables. in AL'Dy 1728,

and  that be had cacepied himeslf seven years proviopsly |

in the necessary observations; in ﬁm., the frst quiet

yours of JMahomed Shah's migu, of mﬂw] ﬂm Indxa §

had kngwn for canturies;

At this penod Je:]r Smg 1

and pie deeds of JB}SIE!&;_,;

| demand of Busswa, one ofthemoaﬁ

to make still higher demmnds, snd 1.0

- supplant his brother on the tlnfon

ﬁdehl.y was expoaed, by one. of ok

poamon, that half the poht:.ca} and 0w,
evils' which have vesed the royal houm
of Bajpootana;, take thetr rise from poly-
guny. ’ stk
- Mabraje, Bwhen Emg }xwi two aons, Je
Sing  and Begjy Sing, The mother of
Beojy Sing, doubtful of his safsty, sent himy
to her own family in Keechiwarra, When
ho had attained man’s' estate, he was sont
to conrt, and by Dbribes,  chiefly of jaﬁ-
presented by his mother, he obtained the
patronage of Kumurodin Khan, tb.e vigjer
At first hiz ambition was limited 'to t.l,:'

districts of Amber, ns an. uppmagé;-. 5 J
being acceded toby his brother and mmgn '
Jey Sing, he was stimnlated by s moth e

the sum of five crores of tunee&und i
tingent of five thousand horeey if h'

The vizier mentioned it to the: .empelmr,: :
who asked what secnmy ha hud f‘nr -tﬁe




i, ) b{tdd: ﬁiﬂe,

what wag going on.
L duced

K:rmrum, ‘the Jerpoor envoy' M‘u eo'utt, of
The mtelhgance pro-

ek Aa.:her, since
Jey Sing's

: canatenmtlon
Kumurodin was a-ll-'-po;\_-ei-fql.

X dejection became manifest on reading tho

letter, and he bavded it ho the confidential
Nazir, who' remn.rked it was! an aﬂ'.nr in

which fora w_)uld not ! be used, Im which
wealth was neeless, and which must be decided

by stratagem® alone ; aud that the conapi-
racy ‘could ' be defeated only through the
conspirator. At the Nazir’s recommendation
e convened his principal  chiefs, Mohur
Sing, chief of the Nathawuts it Deep Sing,

Khombani, 'of_thans'_ko 3 Zoora vur Sing,

Seoburanpota ;  Himmat  Sing, Narooks,
Koosul Sing of Jhulaye ; Bhojraj of Moza-
had, and Fatteh Sing of Maoli; and thus
addressed ‘them on the difficaliies of  his
position: - “ Yon placed me on the gadi of

| Amber ; and my brother, who would be satis-
- fied with Busswa, has Ambor forced apon

him by ‘the Nawab Kumurodin? . They

B AR o e he of good cheer, and they
would manage the hﬁ'aiii_‘__,-_profi(}ed He was

sincers o assigning Busiwa to ‘his "brotﬁer.
He made ‘out the grant at. the momens,

I".Rhandorsu K:Tum.. :nfdrtned'-'

% The Ndzit s here harping au three of Lho Jour pre. |

dieaments, which (borrowed originally from Menu, nud
vepeated by the great Rajpoot oracle, the bard Ch ne)

govarn all toman events, shats, den, f:&.gd, dmd. t\gu-_

monts, gifia, stratagem. force. >

4 He s the hereditary pmmer nohle' nt t.fm lyense
(as is Salcombra of  Mewar, and the Alwa lohief of
Maswar), sod it farailiarly called the ' Pated of AW
Bis sesidence is Chomeo, whith in the plica of wuqles

U yousof tho feadality of Ambar. whznem- thuy lev,gna
£ wmtmsomwm S

 Fatifiad wfl.h""aﬁ outh; a ptesénted g

j wzth mll powers o the chiofs 0 et for him, i
T\bﬂ _.Pﬁﬂt

(council) of Amber sent théir
ministers to Beejy Sing,
the' necessary acgaments ; but the prmca. '
rcphed he had 1o confidence in'the prowises.
ox protestations of his' brother.
selves, and in. the ‘mame of the barth botm
Amber ea (the twelve graa.t f‘amilieé]’, thejr
or Reeurity s addmg. £

gave ‘their ¢ seeta-ran.’

that if Jey Sing swerded from his engages B

ments, they were his, and wonll themselves
place him on the gadi of Amber, AR
He acoepted their mferpoamm idnd the
grant, which being explained to his patron,
he was by no means satisfied ; mewerthelesd
he ordered Khandoran and  Kisparam  to
accompony him, to see him indteted in his
new ' appanage of Busswa. The | chiefs,
ansious to reconcile the brothers, obiained

Besjy Btng’s assent to a meeting, and as he

daclined going to Amber, Chomoo was pro~
posed and agreed to, but was afterwards
changred to the town of Banganair, gix miles
sonth-west of Jeipoor, where Beejy Sing
pitched . his tents, « As * Jey Sing ' was
guitting the durbar to give’ his brother the
meoting, the Nazir entered with a message
from the queen-mother, to know, * why ket
eyes should not be ‘blessed with witnessing ;
the meeting and reconcilistion of the ftwo
Laljis. ”®  The Raja veferred the reqﬁe’ét to
the ' chiefs, who said there could be no 3
objection i ¥

- The Nazir prepared the mc?udote, with |

three hundred chariois for the females but

mstead of the royal litter conta.mmg the.

* Laljiis an epithet of endenrment naed by wil c\.qm. ;
of | Hindus towards their children, from, tha ‘Banserls
igria.

provided ' with rcil__

For thems il




' queen-mother, .
Sen, the Bhatti ehtnf' and eauh :
chariot contained tw5 chosen Sdlaﬂposk{q _
or men  af arms,
and bis master were sware of the treaqhery j
The procession left the oapital ; money. was
scattered with profusion by the atkendabts
cf the supposed quew:1~mut.her, to the. penpls
who thronged the highways, rejoicing at the
appronching conclusmn ci’ these f’ratarnal
fouds. ' W !

A messenger hbvmg bt‘ought the in- |
" telligence that the queen~mother had arrived |
at the palice of Sangauair, the Raja and |

his chiefs mounted 1o join hier, The brothers
firgt met and cmbraced when Jey Sing.
™ asonted the grant of Busswa, saying, with
some warmth, that if his byother prefm“md_
ruling 4t Amber, he wonld sbandon his
‘birth-right and take Busswa. Beejy Sing
‘overcome with this kixidhes_g, repliéd, that
“all Lis wants were satisfied.” ' 'When the
time to separate had arrived, the Nazir
come into the court withi a message from
the queen-mother, to say, that if the chiefs
wonld withdraw  she would come and sce
her ohildren, ar that they might come to
her  apartment. Jey Sing referred  his
miother’s wish to the chiefs, saying he had

no will but  theirs. Having advised the !

hrothers to wait on the queen-mother, they
proceeded hand in hand to the interior. of
the  mahl. When arrived at the door,
Jey Siug, taking his dagger from his girdls,
delivered it. to am eunuch, saying, % what
occasion for this here?” and Beejy Sing,

~ not to be outdone in confidence, followed |

s oxample. As the Nuzir closed the door,

Not & soul buf. the Hw'u" -

e]dest 1 itis y(mr wish tha,t hB ah._ L rule,
then slay we and bring him forth Fo'
you I have furfentad niy i‘.ti:b, for sbould
‘Becjy Sing have introdnsed, as: asauredly
he would, your enemies and 1 mine, you nust
have perished.”’ Hesmng this, the chiefs
were amazed ; but there wasno mmaﬂy, and
they left the palace in silence. ' Outside
were encnmped six thousand imporial hovse,
furnished by the vizier ag the escort of Bee,;}"
Smg, whose commander demanded w:h;z't
had become of their trust,  Jey bmg replwz!
€1t was no aﬁmr of t.hews" " ani

BneJy Sing made pmpner.’f, ik
Whatever npinipn p 'tﬁ"_a i

'I'Thiamasmgulnr in_x_iﬁnea.of xma_ktng ﬂn,,pﬂ tive

Beejy Sing found himself, not in the embra.eg

| ap affix instead of - pre wgaap,
would be the smnmn !o:‘m.




1;1 ¥as fperfectly
: ah& mﬂuence\'

: . Smg is not. stat-ed .
B2 "‘_'l‘he Cmﬂtwahastaﬁa, a3 well as its eapltal_
) (m es evar_v t.hxng*tn Jﬁy Smg befom this

- timey it ha{i Jittle | pohuchl 'n'e\:ghb boyond
'~ that which' :t acqmrpd from the ‘personal
| charaetor of its pnuces, ‘and then' estimation
| at'the Hogul cowrt.  Yet, notwithstanding
thei umateeonnenonwhw.hemswd between
Auiber ‘Rajas and the impevial family,
from Baber to | Avungzeb, their pahmwmal
' estates had becn. very ]mtl« enlarged since
Pujoon the cotemporary. of the dast Rajpoot
-..mpm_'or of Delhi.  Nor was it il the |
 troubles’ which 'ensued on  the demise of |
e Arungaab when the empire was eventually
partitioned, that Amber was antitled to the
:.' name. of 8 raj. Dunng those troubles,
Jey Smgapowea', a;s the kmg‘s Tieutenant
in Agra, which embrwad ‘his hemdttary
" domains, gave him ample opportanity to
_eularge and consolvdate his territory, The
 mapner in which he ‘poseessed himself of
t}:a independent distriets of Deoli and Ra-
i qu, aﬂ?‘orde an addmona! mzrght. ;_nto the

i a&nber aonamted on! y of the three pwéu}zaias
: or dastneta of Amber, Deoaah p.mi Buaaao ;

{ amougst the more modern

L&te, whose bouudaucs wem as follows

the' | The royal tﬁmms (garvison) ' of Chatsody 'to il _
the south 3 those of Sambhar to the thé wosty

and Hastinali to the north- west ; ‘while’’ fo
tho east, Deosah and Jiussao formed its’ |
frontier.
the twelye graﬁt fendalities, possessed but
very slander domaing, and wer2 held cheap
by the great vassals of Mewar, of whom the
Seloombra chief was esteemed, oven by the
firkt Peshwa, as the equal of the prmca 0{..

' the C‘uchwahas

Rajore was & city of  great an*lqmty, .
the capital of a petty state called  Deqti,

ruled by a chief of the Birgoojurs tribe, dg~ '

seended, like the Cuchwalas, from Raina, |
but through Tiao, the elder son. ' The Bir-
goojurs 'of Rajore had = obtained -celebrity
Rajpoots, by their
invincible repugnance to matrimonial alli-
ance with the Mahomedans; and while tho
Cuchwahas set the degrading example, and
by &0 doing eventually ra_iée& themselves to
aflluence, the Birganjur ¢ congueved ronown
in the song of the bard,” hy performing the
saka in defence of his honour, W hils,
therefore, Sowae Jay Sing ruled asa viceroy
over kingdoms, the Birgoojur was serving

with his contingent with the Fyeese, and at
the perind in question, in Anopsheher, on the

G.mgas When absent on duty, the safety
of Rajore depended on his younger brother.
One day, while prepariag for tho chase of the
w;ld boar, Lo became so imputient for hw' A
d!nner, that his sister-in-law remarkad “ ona

o | would suppose you were going to throw o
§ lanea st Jeoy Sing,

you are in sush g hurpy.”

The kotmbunds, as theydenominate




pu 'ma:ﬂ

i -I‘hm w:m trmr'h:nn' g

will be recollected that the fin

" the plains obtained by tha C‘uchw_
theiv migration from Nurwm', was D

grsdu:zlly sold alI hia hﬁrses, an ;v.r'i : obhget}. .
 Btill he lingeved, | O

to digmiss h;s '\ttemiw te
ang sold lms clothes, and all his arms, exeept. i
his spear s he had besn three days without
ood, when he sold half his tarban for a

Vo avold a kill,  He was in his sookhaiun ¥
g he passed 4 spear was, ;lﬁ ivered, whick
ﬂ?ﬂ ‘eornor of  the htter A

| lodged i
" hundred, sw«ards ﬂew out, to@laythe ausassin 3 |

hut the Rs,]_a.cglled aloud o take him  alive,

(and carry him to Amber.  When bronght

e bef‘nre him and asked who he was, and the

v caug;e___of such an act, he boldly replied, < I
am the  Deoti Birgoojur, and threw the
spear ot you merely from some words with
iy Bhobee ; either kill or velease me.”
related huswdong he had lain dn w:ut for

bim, and addaed, that * had. he ot been.._

fout days. W:Lhdut food, the spear trould
have done its duty'”  Jey Sing, with politic
magnanimity, freed him  frow restraint,
gave him s borse and dress of hononr{leat}
and sent him, e:imrted hy fifty horse, in
safety to Bajure Having told his ad-
".'-veutura to''his sistor-dn-law,

* Adliviar, Il.crally ‘s..u (am) of ease {m&b).

_ agmnab Deoh was again pmpaaed

- He

d __ 8
: I',g,iveu._ W‘[th he acht'
femalas and. the* child

1 nuﬁ onily eatunatod 8t o c.ou rl
'_.mth Ins Ldnhngent, ;
That day,, Jey Sing' loft the ca%nle '

e by the Tand ‘called ‘mera, a cirewitous path ; ;““d vong were oz to aeék lha:'

'dzst:nctlou LA month  passed,

4buth ne
of the Kotribunds soeming {nclined io oppose
the opinion of their oatanmbla head |

Sing ! Bunbeerpota, the chieftain ‘of; |

hundred and hft.y v‘msals, accepted th

- beeray when five thousand horse ware '

to assemble moder his command
that the Birgoojur hud left Ratgm: t_
bmtn the f'(.shval 0f Gungur y ‘b

The young Blrgoq)ur, who,
any Ims&:le vm:tatwn W

~and with hig com
by surprise, was

she. rephed, -'




' hmr snédla‘horsas, the
t._helr pmnce, who sent

'P@lmyed hiq re\remga a

Iwhola montb _-:'tm}ted ‘his gnefheaaou, and

upbmaea ‘him, saying, “whon the spear

& wnﬂ lave\led fm* my demmtinn, no tear

i ‘*_"Thus (says
-:'thd Jﬂ;' . Siag dm.posseas

in; the, Dekhan :

In aprba nf hisg mmy d{‘fﬁt'fﬁ, Jav 51?133"5
name is desiined to descend to posteriiy e
one*of‘the most vemackablo men of' hm a.gtt“.'
| and pation. 3

| Until Jey Bing's time, thepalsce of Amtpr, il

i hmit by the groat Raja Maun, l!‘lf&ﬂdr Q‘D:"
{/many private howses in the now oily, Was

the : eliiaf royal resideace. The Mirzq Raja )

| made seversl gdditions to ity bt these were
‘trifles compared with the edifice addedt by
"-S'mv’aa Jey Sing, which lias made  the resi-
.dcm‘.‘e of the Gu@hwﬂ.ﬁﬂ princes s celeheated

48 those of Boondi ov Qodipoor, o, to borrew
A more. appmpr:ate comparison, the Krerafin

al Moscow. | Tt was in'S. 1784 (A. D 2728) 1
that he laid the foundation of Jeipoor. Raja |

Malliwas ths nosaheb, Kirparam the sta-
tiohary vakeel ‘at Debli, and Boodl Sini
Jhombani, with the eordoo, or royal eamy,
all ‘eminent’ men..  Tha'
position he chose for the new capital enabled
Lim t6 conneet it with the ancient castle of
Ambier, situated upon a peak at the apex of
| the re-enterving angie of the 'ranga ‘ealled

| Khali-kho 5 a strong eircumvallation enclosed |
" | the gorge of the mountain, and Was ¢arfed
_over 'Lhe crest of the Lills; on either sids, to .

unite with the castle, whilst all the :1dJumm§;

_ 'paasas were strongly fortified.”

fe Annalnc'.af Marwar, Vol 1L p. 03, b
iy Thlsm ;maen;ut Aays, H On the spot where: th

: ta.nk called tho Taiiwﬂ»‘d, he ert.t:tud lother éltl:ﬁéds. ]
,@xs Hindu princes never throw down the works of their ©

pmduessom, thig means Ahat, Be a:iduﬂ grubly to tm; e
uldpslm : pran R b ! :




o eshhnah lhrovghou
the re ﬂuhhon ormanmges, nor

J.l‘ed tha humlred and mne atsta,

Jaing enjoyed bis pecuiar estimation, from
#ho uperiority of their knowledge,iand bo j¢

‘said to have Dheen thorough!y conversant
-~ both I,m their doctrines and their lnemneﬁ.'
_'Vulhyadhur, ouerof lis ch:ef coadjutors in | W

G ims, omical pursuite, and whose gening
b pinnned the city of Jeipoor, wisw J ain, and

' claimed epiritual deseent from the celehra-

ted Hemacharys, of Nehrvaila, minister and

spmtual guide of his namesake, the great

. Bidraj Jey Sing t

Amongst the vanities of the f‘ounaer of |

Amber, it is said that he intended to get
up the ceremony of the aswameda yuge, Ot
{sacrifico of the horge,” a rite which kLis
1'éaeéfch gmto the traditions of his nation

'muqt ha.ve mformad ‘him lmd entallod des- |

i ﬁie'-
archives of .Te;poar, o which fﬁmdy ngeess |
could he obtained, ‘and wlnch shmﬂd be
- ransacked for wll the traces of tlnu great-'-'
mans mind.¥ ;I'Ake all ﬂmdnﬁ, ‘he was f.
tolerant ; land a Br&hmin, 2 Mahowmedan, or |
a Juin, were alike certain of patronage, The |

¥ By guch msemhes we shmﬂd in All ,m:-babﬂ]ty
“yecover those skeiohey of aneient histoiy of the various
dynastios ‘of Rajpootana, which he ig aid to have
' eoiliated with great paing end Tabour, aml o, genun:

s | logies of the ol raoes, under. ‘the titles of .quamh and

Raj Taringini’ besides, the nmnomiea! works, either

" oniginall or trapslations, Huch- 83 meo]lecbe‘d bydoy |
_ pared with lnm.

!mg, would be & tesl gift to science.
1‘ He rujed from 8. 116010 8: 1201 A. D 1(}9{ 1115--.

_I_._hlﬂ ofﬁce, as, the satrap ot Delhi,
'ded:ea..ed to the | sua mwht m

mautq of thu city, was, h.:wpver, Btnpped of__

jts rich descoration by his profligate descen-

with  infevior ornaments s nnd tha ni)hi
treagures of learning which Jey Smg '
collected fmm ovety qun.rter, tha' ]

most remarka_hln M\S We‘l!e "'tﬂl lat
hawking about Jeipor: {

Sowae Jey Sing died in 8. 179
1743) havmg mlled forty-fotu:‘ yea

® 8ee Vol 1, for w description




Lomonit. of

acmu Smg‘..-a.T!:g Jata.-—Thmr Ra_gas.-—-f«’w!acwn qf f,hg T

',__Em of Mucherrii—Declina of the Cuchwala pcmm-
wPﬂ‘é}\m Sing.—~ Portap Sing-~Intriques at his sourt.
b .:md the Macherri, shief.—Death of Fesrox the feelhan, .
s with the Mak:-atta«.—-—f‘wtap attoins majerdy, and

Maaﬁm: Qf the Maln-att&s.—.ﬁfggzd Smy—»—- e

' ‘q,featfo'ti&posé ?um pﬁevented by o hmeiy samﬁoe —Molin  Sing ekmd !ns

THE Teagne fomed at tlns.--'tmle 'mf the'
powc:s of R&Jpoo aa has already

u?_ :tix%:r nmghbourhqad uﬁder .}’& mher. Tba
) ':-fodelation wu _compellad to

igsne to the unfertunate Fesuri Sing, who'
was not cslcnlatud for the times, being totall y

deficient in that nervous energy of ohamcter’ A

w;thout whick'a Rajoot prince can enforcs
no. respect
invasion adwnitted the construstion of cowar
‘dica, though this retreat from the field of
battle, when the commander-in-chief, Kumus

| rodin Khan, was killod, might have been '
_ascribcd_."t_é political motives, were it Ok Tk, |
recorded that his own wife received him
with gibes aud reproacbies, There is every

appearance of Jey Sing having repent.ed of
his engagement on obtumug the hand' of

W tho | Seesodia  princess, namely, that her S

isene should sncceed, as he had in his Jife

time given an appanage unusually large to W S

Madha Sing, viz the four pﬁrgnnnahs of

'Tonk, Rampoora, Phaggi, and: Halpoora. ;

The Rana slso, who supported - ‘his. naphéw 4

€ | elaimg,  ‘assigned. to him the wich fief of', o
'Bampnora Bhanpoora in Mewer, which “-:". .
well as Tonk Rampoora, constituing & Pﬂl‘-ty__ AR
aovmignty, were, W

H.h exghty-«fom‘ lakhq

His conducs ' on ' the Abdalll



I (£840,000 s.t.,rlmo), e\zentnally made ver

to. Holsar for supporting lus él:u:ms to. the |- :
The consequonae of

¢ cushion! of Jeipoor,
this, barharous mt.ervantmn m the. intar-

nationsl quarrels of the Raj poots anmh‘lat@d -

the cerfain prospect  they had of mtmnat
independence, on the. bre.z.klng up of the

empire, and suh_;ecmd ttmmtoaihraldom ot

still more degrading, from which a chance
of redemption is now offered to. them, .
- Madhu Sing, on his accession, displayed |
great vigour of mind, and though faithful
{0 hig anp'a,zements, ho soon shewed the
Mahrattas he svould admit of no protracted
. uterference in his affairs ; and had not the
_ rising  power of the Jats, distracted his
attention and divided hjs resources, he would,
had his life been prolonged, in conjunction
with the Ralitores, bave completelv humbled
But thm near eonemy em-
‘Alth ongh the hls__tor.y

i _.: t:h"‘“' Power.
L barcassed ail hls pla_ns,

it of the Jats is now well known, it may not

~be impertinent shortly to commemorate the

© mise of a power, which, from a rustic con-

. dition, in little move than half a century was

able to bafile the armies of Britain, led by the

most popular: commander it ever had in the

East ; for till the siege of Bhurtpore the name
of Lake was always coupled with victory.

‘The Jats* ave a branch of the great Getic/

race, of wbich enough hns_'-_b'een' said in

(' Garious parts of this work. Though reduced

from the rank they ovce had amongat the.
“thirty-six royal races,’ thoy appear mever
%0 have renounged tho love of mdopendence,

which they coninsied 'with Cyras in' their ori-

i [ Ithas beou seén how the ¥adu Bhatti prindus, 'whon '
they 811 from their rank of Rajpoots, ssgumed that of

end Yubi, Jit, or Gem faees.

Jits, or Jats, who are mmd?ramm of the. Ra}pwﬁ ] in the town_of Deeg,” d”m‘“’i *130'

pelled to rame both sleges. L )
Not long after this event, Buddun Smg,
the younger brother of Choommvn, and

J(ﬂllt- proprietor of the land, was for s

miseondnet placed in re_stmnt,. and
mained so far some years, when, il

liberated. His first act was to fl

and (o bring its prince, at the hoead
army, to invest Thoon, whi__el;‘,,h_.fcbr,y; alla:
defence of six months, | surrend red was.
razed to the gronmi Ghao;rgmun b

son, Mohkun Bing, seﬁ"eetad thair_sacage

‘and Buddun Smg wad proclaimed. ehief

the Jats, and mntnlléd, 08 RaJu, by J ay &n&
afier
times to huva rla aha.re of' fam




Y]

abthénwi hm pﬁwdh.w ﬁwnur of lns eldar
on, Sﬂt!l‘ajmﬂu having in the first instance
asg:gnad the distnct. of Wavr, on which he

3 peasm 8 relatﬁm, mmed E’mm, of the east‘ia
R Bhurtpoo: , afterwards the celobrated
"-'eapltn] of the Jats. In the year §. 1820

1764, Soorujmull carried his auda
" eity w0 for as to make an aftempt upon the
imperial citys but There his' career was ‘cut-
' short hy al pnrhy oi Baloeh Torse, who slew
“him_ whxle enjoying the  chase. ‘He had
'ﬁre sons, viz. Jowahir Sing, Ruttun Sing,

Nowul Sing, Nihur Sing, Runjest Sing,
and also an adopted son,  named Hurdeo
Bul».sh, pmked up while huntmg JOf these
five sons, the fiesh two wers by & wile of the

. Koormi® tribe s the third wes by & wife of |

* the Malin, or borticnltaral class ; while the
- others were by Jatm 8 or women of bis own
raae. I
Jowahir Sing, who suceeedad was :l.e
contemporary of Raja Mad}m qu, whose
' reign in Jeipoor wa have just  resched ;

and 1o the Jat’s datarminat_:on"to'-measure-
mzds"" wxﬂi him' were owing, not only the
£ms§1rntmn of lm s:,homies for hnmhlmg

‘| iHe, was assassinated by & Gosen Brahamin from Bigdrs-
" | bund, who had undertaken to tssolt the Jutpﬁh@e bhe i
itransmuatation of metals, aud had uhwmed eansiderahle ST

| baving in ‘vain solicited .
|| Ramona, msnifested his reseatment by

the '.d.lsinct uf '

| instantly. m&rohiug through the « Jeipaor =

' territories to the sacred lake of Poshkne, ._
He 'there

withont any pravious intimation,
met, Raja Beejy Sing of Marwar, who, in
spite’ of his Jat origin, condescended to.

% exchange turbans,”’ the sign of friendship
| and frataroal adoption, i
Madhu Sing’s bealth was on the dec.me, (e
by two!

At this  period,

and | hig .
brothers, named Hursae and Gloorsae, who
represenied the insulting condat of the Jat
and required  instructions.

‘connsels were guided

warn-
ing him wot to return through the territories i
of Amber, and the chiefs weve desived to 2
assemble theiv retainers in order to punish |
a repetition of the insult. But the dat, who '

had determided 1o abide the consequences,
paid mo regard to the lettor, and returned ©

homewards by the same route, This was a
Justifiable ground of quariel, aud the munited
qubu'nd& marchied” fo 'the |encounter, to

maintain the ‘pretensions of their equostrain
order against the plabeian Jat. A desperate
conflict ensusd, which, thongh it ferminated

in favour of the Cuchwahas, and in
flight of the leader of the Jats, proved des+
truclive o Amber, in the loss of almost every.

' G}Jieft;ﬂi.ﬂ of nofe, %

* Havibg gueu fl uugha sheum of thy origin uf the i

dets, T muy here conelude it.

'Ruttunt Sitg, the brother of Jownhir, sumaqa& him |

| sums on pertende of preparing the process,  Fiading (ke ! .
day urrive on which ho was io commends ope: stions, sud
'_ which would reveal his imposiure, ke bad no wag of |

{They . iwere, .
ecommanded to address bim & latter

e



fief of Macht,m L lo'r sf)me fa.ult jh wna i

banished the oountry by Madhu Smg, a d { |

fled to Jowahiv Sing, from Whom he obtmnea
Strna - (sanetuary), and ‘lands for lna mm—-
tensnce.  The ex—chlefmm of Mucherrl ha.d,
a8 condmtors of his household aﬁ'mra and,

his agents at courb tm cﬂ.ebmwd men’,'

l\.hueahlahmm and Nundmm, who m}w'
shared his emle amongsi. rhe Jats. Tho'tgh
enjoying pml:autmu and hospum;ty a.t
. Bhurtpoor, they did not the less fecl the

national msult in that the Jat should dare _

AN unemamomoualy to. traverse _ t'heu'

country Whei:he: ‘the u‘amf saw. in this |

' Junctura an o'mnmg for recmlcilmhon wm!b
his Tioge lord, or that  pure spirit of patrlo-
tizm alone mﬂ nenced Ium, he abun&oned the
' place of rofugo, and ranged himsolf at his

' cld post, under the standard of Amber, on |

the eve of tho battio, to the gaining of which
o contributed not a little.  For this oppol*-
L tring, act of Joyalty his pust error were for-
' given, and Madlu Sing, who only survived

favour -md his fief of Macb erri,

ascape ) by a-nplying iho Knife fu his dnpu. Kmr: '

Sing, an inafet succended, under the guardianship of his
uncle, Newel Sing Runjeet Bing succseded him, o name.
ravowned for tho'defence of Bhartpoor agaiost Tiord

0 Lalka. Fe died'A. D. 1816, wnd wes succoeded by the |

‘ic eldest of fonc aous, wiz, Raodhesy 8ing, Raldeo Sin &)
4 7 Hurdoo Sing, and Tachmun Sing,  The' infailt son of

. Rundbeer succesded, under the tutelage. of his nmﬂo;
<t mmnm whom 'he B:l:mh snn:r <lesl:myad Hli .

b 5 ll'ntlu.r of fwo man ‘caly les, W
hlmnclf Gbu&nrbhoj and %?;l#lyﬂsm: m ;

4 love of serence,

J e:poor the ¥ adrt_

'__anlutd eharacter, 'but degra d"' ylher pax

maur, ﬁeﬂ roz, & I"eeibaﬂ, dr &lu*pban&dﬂwr

esfates‘ Determmad howaver to

-fmth thm: ald, s,he antertame({ a'
" that baitle four days, wrestored bim l;o lns i




ANNALS OF AMBER,

through a fall from his horse, though not
without suspicious that a dose of poison
accelerated the vacancy of the gadi, which
the Rani desired to see oscupied by her own
gon. The scandalous chrohicle of that day is
by nomeans tender of thereputation of Madhu
Sing’s widow. Having ¢ direct interest in
the death of Pirthi Sing, the laws of common
sense were violated in appeinting her guar-
dian, notwithstanding her claims as Pat
Rani, or chief queen of the deceased. Pirthi
Sing, thongh he never emerged from the
trammels of minority and the tutelage of the
COhondawatni, yet contracted two marriages,
one with Bikaner, the other with Kishengurh.
By the latter he had a son, Maun Sing.
Ever; court in Rajpootana has its pretender,
and yonng Maun was long the bugbear to
the court of Amber. He was removed
seeretly, on his father's death to the maternal
roof at Kishengurh ; but as this did not offer
sufficient security, he was sent to Sindia’s
camp, and has ever since lived on the bounty
of the Mahratta at Gwalior.®

Pertap Sing was immediately placed upon
the gadi by the queen regent, his mother,
and her council, consisting of the Feelban,
and Khooshialiram, who had now received
the title of Raja, and the rank of prime
minister. He employed the power thus ob.
tained to supplant his rival Feeroz, and the

* Two or three times he had & chance of being placed
on the gadi (vide letter of Besident with Sindia to
Government, 27th March 1812 ), which assuredly onght
tobehis : ence, about 1810, when the nobles of Jeipoor
were disgusted with the libertine Juggut Bing ; and
again, upon the death of this dissoluts prinee, in 1820,
The' last occasion presented a fit occasion for his
acesgion ; but the British Government were then the
arbitrators, and T doubt much if his claims were discloged
to it, or understood by those who had the decision of the
question, which nearly terminated in & civil war,
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moans he adopted established the indepen-
dence of his old master, the chief of Macherri.
This chief was the only one of note who
absented himsell from the ceremony of the
installation of his sovereign. He was coun-
tenanced by the minister, whose plan to get
rid of his rival was to create as much
confusion as possible, In order that distress
might reach the court, he gave private
instructions that the zemindars should with-
hold their payments ; but these minor strata-
goms would have been unavailing, had he
not associated in his schemes the last rem-
nantsof power about the Mogul throne. Nujif
Khan was at this time the imperial com-
mander, who, aided by the Mahrattas, pro~
ceeded to expel the Jats from thecity of Agra,
He then attacked them in their stronghold of
Bhurtpoor, Newul Sing was then the chief
of the Jats. The Macherri chief saw in the
last act of expiring vigour of the imperialists
an opening for the furtherance of his views,
and he united his troops to those of Nujif
Khan, This timely succour, and his subse-
quent aid in defeating the Jats, obtained for
him the title of Rao Raja, and a sunnud for
Macherri, to hold direct of the crown.
Khooshialiram, who, it is said, chalked out -
this course, made his old master’s success the

basis of his own operations to supplant the

Foelban, Affecting the same zeal that he

recommended to the chief of Macherri, he

volunteered io join the imperial standard

with all the forces of amber. Ths queen

regent did not oppose the Bhora’s plan, but
determined out of it still higher to exalt her

favourite : she put him at the head of the

foree, which post the minister had intended

for himself, This exaltation proved his ruin,

.S



ANNALS OF AMBER.

TFaeroz,in command of the Amber army, met
the Rao Raja of Macherri on equal terms in
the tent of the imperial commander, = Foiled
in these schemes of attaining the sole con-
trol of affairs, through the measure adopted,
the Macherri chief, at the instigation of his
associate, resolved to accomplish his objects
by less justifiable means. Ie sought the
friendship of the Feelban, and so succesfully
ingratiated himsell in his confidénce as to
administer a dose of poison to him, and in
conjunction with the Bhora succeeded to the
charge of the government of Amber. The
tegent queen soon followed the' Heelban,
and Raja Pertap was yet too young to guide
the state vessel without aid. The Rao Raja
and the Bhora, alike ambitious, soon guar-
relled, and a division of the imperialists,
under the celebrated Hamedan Khan, was
called in by the Bhora. Then followed those
interminable broils which brought ia the
Mahrattas. Leagues were formed with them
against the imperialists one day, and dissolved
the woxt;
jority of Pertap, who determined to extri-
cate himself from bondage, and formed that

and this went on until the ma-

league, clsewhere mentioned, which ended
in the glorious victory of Tonga, and for
a time the expalsion of all their enemies,
whether imperial or Mahrattas.

To give a {ull narrative of the events of
this reign, would be to recount the history
of the empire in its expiring moments.
Throughout the twenty-five years' rule of
Pertap, he and his couniry underwent many
vicissitudes. He was a gallant prince, and
not deficient in judgment ;
lantry nor prudence could successtully apply

but neither gal-

the resources of his petty state againstits

numerous predatory’ foes and its internal
dissensions. The defection of Macherri was
a serions blow to Jeipoor, and the necessary
subsidies soon lightened the hoards accu-
mulated by hig prédecessors. Two payments
to the Mahrattas took away eighty lakhs
of rupees (£800,000) ; yet such was the
mass of treasure, notwithstanding the enor-
mous sums lavished by Madhu Sing for the
support of his claims, besides those of the
regency, that Pertap expended in charity
alone, on the victory of Tonga, A. D). 1789,
the sum of twenty-four lakhs, ora qnarter
of & millon sterling.

In A.D. 1791, after the subsequent dcfeats
at Patun, and the disruption of the alliance
with the Rahtorves, Tukaji Holear invaded
Jeipoor, and extorted an annual tribute,
which was afterwards transferred to Ameer
Khan, and continues a permanent incum-
brance on the resources of Jeipoor. From
this period to A.D. 1803, the year of Per-
tap’s death, his country was alternately de-
solated by Sindia’s armies, under De Boigne
or Perron, and the other hords of robbers,
who frequently contested with each other
the possession of the spoils.

Juggut Sing succeeded in A.D. 1803, and

ruled for seventeen years, with the disgrace-

ful ditstinction of being the most dissolute
prince of his race or of his age. The events
with which his reign is crowded, wounld fill
volumes were they worthy of being recorded.
Foreign invasions, cities besieged, capitula-
tions and war-contributions, occasional acts
of heroism, when the invader forgot the point
of honour, court intrigues, diversified nof
unfrequently, by an appeal to the sword or
dagger, even in the precincis of the court,
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Sometimes the daily journals (ekbars) disse-
minated the scandal of the rawula (fernale
apartments), the follies of the libertine prince
with his concubine Ras-caphoor, or even less
“worthy objects, who excluded from the uup-
tial conch his lawful mates of the noble
blood of Joda, or Jessa, the Rahtores and
Bhattis of the desert. We shall not dis-
grace these annals with the history of a
life which discloses not one redeeming virtue
amidst a cluster of effeminate vices, includ-
ing the rankest, in the opinion of a Rajpoot—
cowardice. The black trausaction respect-
ing the princes of Odipoor has already been
related (Vol. L p. 859), which covered him
with disgrace, and inflicted a greater loss, in
his estimation, even than that of character——
a million sterling. The treasures of the
Jey-Mindra weve rapidly dissipated, to the
grief of those faithful hereditary guardians,
the Meenas of Kalikho, some of whom
committed suicide rather than see these
sacred deposits squandered on their prince’s
unworthy pursuits. The lofty walls which
surronnded the beautiful city of Jey Sing
were insulted by every marauder ; commeree
was interrupted, and agriculture rapidly
declined, partly from insecurity, but still
more from the perpetual exactions of his
minions, One day a tailor® ruled the coun-
cils, the next a Baniah, who might be suc-
ceeded by a Brahmin, and each had in turn
the honour of elevation to the donjon keep
of Nahrgurh, the castle where criminals are
confined, overlooking the city. The feodal
* Rorji Khawas was a tailor by birth, and, I believe,
bad in early life exercised the trade, . He was, however,
amongst the Moosahebs, or privy councillors of Juggut

Bing, and (I think) one of the ambassdors sent to treat
with Lord Lake,

chiefs held both his authority and his person
in utter contempt, and the pranks he played
with the ¢ Essence of Camphor’ (ras=-caphoor),®
at one time led to serions thoughts of depos-
ing him ; which projeet, when near ma-
turity, was defeated by transferring “this
gueen of half of Amber,” to the prison of
Nahrgurh. In the height of his passion for
this Islamite conecubine, he formally install-
ed her as queen of half his dominions, and

actually conveyed to her in gift a moiety

of the personalty of the crown, even to the
invaluable library of the illustrious Jey-
Sing, which was despoiled, and its treasures
distributed amonget her base relations.  The
Raja even struck coin in her name, and not
only rode with her on the same elephant,
but demanded from his chieftains those
forms of reverence towards her, which were
paid only to his legitimate queens. This
their pride could mnot brook, and though
the Dewan, or prime miniater, Misr Sheo-
narain, albeit a Brabmin, called
“daughter,” the brave Chand Sing of Doonee
indignantly refused to take part in any
cremony, at which she was present. This

her

contumacy was punished by a mulet of

£20,000, nearly four years’ revenue of the
fiel Doonee !

Menu allows that soverigus may be de-
posed, and the aristocracy of Awmber bad
ample justification for suchan act. But un-
fortunately the design became known, and
some judicious friend, as a salvo for the
Raja’s dignify, propagated a report injurious
to the fair fame of his Aspasia, which be
affected to believe ; a mandate issued for

* Ras-oaphoor; I ar1 aware, meshs *corrosive subli-
mate, but it may also be interpreted ‘ essenceof camphor.

L.,
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the sequestration of her property, and her

incarceration in the castle allotted to erimi-
nals, There she was lost sight of, and Jug-
gut continued to dishonour the gadi of
Jey Sing until his death, on a day held spe-
cially sacred by the Rajpoot, the 21st of
December 1818, the winter solstice, when,
to use their own metaphorical language,
“the door of heaven is reopened.”’

Raja Juggut Sing left no issue, legitimate
or illegitmate, and no provision had been
made for a successor during his life. Bug
as the laws of Rajpootana, political or reli-
gious, admit of no interregnum, and the

T e S o A
necessaly at once to inaugurate a successor ;
and the choice fell on Mohun Sing, son of
the ex-prince of Nurwar. As this selection,
in opposition to the established rules of sue-
cession, would, but for a posthumous birth,
have led to a civil war, it may be proper to
touch briefly upon the subject of heirs
presumptive in Rajpootana, more especialiy
those of Jeipoor : the want of exact know-

ledge respecting this point, in those to whom

its political relations with us were ut that
time entrusted, might have had the most
mjurious effects on the British charucter.
To set this in ite proper light, we shall

funereal pyre must be lit by an adopted | explain the principles of the allince which
child if there be no natural issue, it was | rendered Jeipoor a tributary of Britain,

CHPATER 1V.

Japoor the last of the Rajpoot states to embrace the proffered alliance of the British.— Pro-
erastination habitual to the Rajpoots, as to all Asiatics.—Motives and considerations which
influenced the Jeipoor court in declining our alliance.—~A treaty concluded.— Death of
Juggut Sing.~—Effects of our interference in the intrigues respecting the succession,—Law
of primogeniture.~The evils attending an ignorance of Rajpoot customs.— Violation of the
law of succession in the placing of Mohun Sing on the gadi.~Reasons Jfor departing from
the rules of sucoession.—Conduct of the British authoritics,—The title of Moehun Ring
disputed by the legal heir presumptive—~Dilemma of the Nazir and his faction.—The
threatened disorders prevented by the unexpected pregnancy of one of the queens of Juggut

Sing. —Birth of a posthumous son.

JEIPOOR was the last of the principalities
of Rajpootana to accept the protestion
tendered by the government of British India.
To the latest moment, sho delayed her
sanction to a system which was to banish
for ever the enemiesof order. Qur overtures
and expostulations were rejected, until the

i

after another, laid prostrate at our foet,
The Pindarries were annihilated ; the Pesh-
wa was exiled from poona to the Ganges ;
the Boonsla was humbled ; Sindia palsied by
his fears; and Holear, who had extensive
lands assigned him, besides a regular tribute
from Jeipoor, had recived a death-blow to

predatory powers of India had been, ome ' his power in the field of Mehidpoor,

QL
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Procrastination is the favourite expedient
of all Asiatics ; and the Rajpoot, though
a fatalist, often, by protracting the irresist-
ible honhar (destiny), works out his deliver-
ance. Ameer Xhan, the lieutenant of
Holcar, who held the lands and tribute of
Jeipoor in jaedad, or assignment for his
troops, was the sole enemy of social order
Jeft to operate on the fears of Jeipoor, and to
urge her to take refuge in our alliance ; and
even he was upon the point of becoming one
of the illustrious allies, who were to enjoy the
“ perpetual {riendship” of Great Britain.
The Khan was at that very moment batter-
ing Madhurajpoora, a town almost within
the sonund of cannon-shot of Jeipoor, and
we are compelled to make an indirect use of
this incident to hasten the decision of the
Cuchwaha prince. Tbe motives of his bask-
wardness will appear from the following
details.

Various considerations combined to check
the ardour with which we naturally expec-
ted our offer of protection would be embrac-
ed. The Jeipoor court retained a lively,
but no grateful remembrance, of the solemn
obligations we contracted with her in 1803,
and the facility with which we extricated
ourselves from them when espediency de-
manded, whilst we vainly attempted to throw
the blame of violating the treaty upon our
ally. To use the words of one who has
been mixed up with all the political trans-
actions of that eventful period, with refer-
ence to the letter delivered by the envoy
at the Jeipoor court from our viceroy in
the Kast, notifying, the dissolution of the
alliance ; “the justice of these grounds
was warmly disputed by the court, which,

83

under a lively sense of that imminent danger
to which 1t had become exposed from this
measure, almost forgot for a moment the
temper and respect which it owed to the
Englich nation.” Buat the native envoy
from Jeipoor, attending the camp of the
gallant Lake, took a still higher tone, and
with a manly indignation observed, thal
this was the first time, since the English
government was establibshed in India, that
it had been known to make its faith subser-
vient to its convenience :”
more bitter and unpalatable from its truth.*

The enlarged and prophetic views of
Marquis Wellesley, which suggested the
policy of uniting all these regular govern-

a reproach the

ments in a league againest the predatory
powers, were counteracted by the timid,
temporising policy of Lord Cornwallis, who
eould discover nothing but weakness in this

‘What
would not these states have been spared,

extension of our influence. misery
had those engagements, executed through
the noble Lake (a name never mentioned
in India, by European or native, without
reverence ), been maintained ; for the filteen
years which intervened between the two
periods produced more mischief to Rajwarra
than the precediag hall century, and half a
centnry more will ot repair it !

A circumstance that tended to increase
this distrust was our tearing Vizier Alli
from his sanctuary at Jeipoor, which has
cast an indelible stain upon the Cuchwaha
W have elsewhere! explained the
privileges of sirna, or ‘sanctuary,” which,

name,

when claimed by the unfortunate or crimi-

* Vide Malcolm's Polivical History of India,
t Vol 1. p. 413.

SL
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nal, ic sacred in the eye of the Rajpool.
This trust we forced the Jeipoor state to
violate, thongh she was then independent of
us. It was no excuse for the ast that the
fugitive was a foul agsassin: we had no
right to demand his surrender.®

There were other abjections to the pro-
ffered treaty of no small weight. The Jei-
poor court justly deemed one-fifth ( eight
lakhs ) of the gross revenues of the crown, a
high rate of insuramce for protection ; buf
when we farther stipulated for & prospective
increaset of neatly one-third of all surplus
revenue beyond forty lakhs, they saw, instead
of the geuerous Briton, a sordid trafficker of
mercenary protection, whose rapacity trans-
cended that of the Mahratia,

Independent of these state objections,
there were abundance of private and indi-
vidual motives arrayed in hostility to the
British offer. For example : the ministers
dreaded the surveillance of a resident agent, as
obnoxious to their authority and influence ;
and the chieftains, whom rank and ancient
‘usage kept at court as the counsellors of

* A better commentary on the opinions held by the
natives npon this subject conld not be given than the
speech of Holcar's envoy to the agent of the Governor
General of Indin, then with Xord Lake: “THolear's
vakeel demanded, with noslight degree of pertinacity,
the cession of the Jeipoor and Boondi tributes ; and one
of them, speaking for the former, stated, that he mo
doubt would continue to enjoy the friendship of the
English, as he had disgraced himself to please that
nation, by giving ap Vizier Ali (who had eought bis
protection) to their vengeance. The vakeel was severely
rebuked by the agent (Colonel, now 8ir John Maleolm)
for this insolent reflection on the conduct of an ally of
the Britigh Government, who had delivered up a murderer
whom it would bave been infamy to shelter;" though
the author of the “Political History of Indin” might
have added-but whom it wus still great infamy, aceord-
ing to their code, to surrender.
History of India, p. 452.

t See Article 6 of the Treaty, & ppendix, No, 5,

See Maleolm’s Political |

their prince, saw in prospect the surrender
of crown-lands, which fraud, favour, or
foree, had obtained for them. Such were the
principal causes which impeded the alliance
between Amber and the Government-general

of British India ; but it woald have marred

the uniformity of Lord Hastings’ plan to

have left a gap in the general protective

system by the omisson of Jeipoor. The

events rapidly happening around them—

the presence of Meer Khan—the expulsion

of the orange flag of the Mahratta, and the

substitation of the British banner on the

battelments of Ajmer—at length produced

a tardy and ungracious assent, and, on the
2nd of April 1818, a treaty of ten articles

was concluded, which made the Cuchwaha

princes the friends and tributaries in perpe-

tuity of Great Britain,

Ou the 2Ist of December of the same
year, Juggut Sing died, and the choice of a
#uccessor speedily evinced to the ministers the
impracticability of their exercising, as in
days of yore, that ‘absolute power over
their country and dependants,” guaranteed
to them by the treaty.® Our office of arbit-
rating the difference between the Raja and
his vassals, on the subject of the usurpations
from the crown-lands, was easy, and left
no unpleasant feeling ; but when we inter-
meddled with the intrigues respecting the
of established
rights and usage rendered the interference
offensive, and made the Jeipoor chiefs repent
the alliance which temporary policy had
induced their prince to accept.

succession, our ignorance

It may be of use in future negotiations,
to explain the usages which goveren the

* See Article 8 of the Treaty,
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difierent states of Rajpootana in respect
to succession. The law of primogeniture
prevails in all Rajpoot sovereignties ; the
rare instances in which it has been set aside,
are. only exceptions to the rule. The
inconclusive dicta of Menu, on this as on
many other points, are mever appealed to
by the Rajpoots of mudern days. Custom
and precedent fix the right of succession,
whether to the gadi of the state, or to a
fief, in the eldest son, whois styled Rajkomar,
Pat-komar, or simply Komraji, ‘ the prince 3’
while his brothers have their proper names
affixed, as Komar Jowan Sing, *Prince
Jowan,” Seniority is, in fact, a distinction
pervading all ranks of life, whether in royal
families or those of chieftains ; all have
their Pat-komar, and Patrani, or ©head
child, and ‘head queen.” The privileges
of the Patrani are very considerable. In
minorities, she is the guardian, by custom
as well as nature, of her child ; and in
Mewar (the oldest sovereignty in India),
she is publicly enthroned with the Rana.
Seniority in marriage bestows the title of
Pat-rani, but as soon as an heir is given to
the state, the queen mother assumes this
title, or that of Mahji, simply ©the mother.®
In the duties of guardian, she is assisted
by the chiefs of certain families, who
with certain officers of the household enjoy
this as an established hereditary distino-
tion.

On the demise of a prince without lawful
issue of his body, or that of near kindred,
brothers or cousing, there are certain famil-

* In Mewar, simply Malyi; at Jeipoor, where they
have long used the languare and manners of Delbj, they
affix the Persion word Sakobeh, or * lady-mother,’

ies in every principality (rej) of Rajwarra,
in whom is vested the right ‘of presumptive
heirship to the gadi. Tn order to restriet
the circle of claimants, laws have been es-
tablished in every state limiting this right to
the issus of a certain family in each prinei-
pality. Thus, in Mewar, the elder of the
Ranawut clans, styled Babas, or ‘the in-
fants,’ possesses the latent right of heir pre-
sumptive. In Marwar, theindependent house
of Eedur, of the family of Joda ; in Boondi,
the honse of Doogari ; in Kotah, the Apjis of
Polaitoh; in Bikaner, the family of Maha-
jin; ‘and in Jeipoor, the branch Rajwaut
{ according to seniority ), of the stock of
Baja Maun. Even in this stock their is a
distinction between those prior, and those
posterior, to Raja Madhu Sing ; the former
are styled simply Rajawut, or occasionally
conjoined, Mansingote; the other Mudhani.
The Rajawuts constitute a numerous frere-
ge, of which the Jhulary house takes the
lead ; and in which, provided there are no
mental or physical disabilities, the right of
furnishing .heirs to the gadi of Jeipoor is
a long-established, incontrovertible, and in-
alienable privilege.

We have beeu thus minute, because, not-
withstanding the expressed wish of the
government not to prejudge the question,
the first exercise of its authority as lord-
paramount was to justify a proceeding by
which these established usages were in-
fringed, in spite of the eighth article of
the treaty : * The Malraja and his successors

shall remain absgolute rulers of their country

and dependants according to long esta-
blished usage,” &c. * Cest le premier pas
gui coute ;" end this first step, being a wrong

L
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one, has involved an interference never con-
templated and fully justifying that wariness
on the part of Jeipoor, which made her
hesitate to link her destiny with ours,

Both the sixth and seventh articles contain
the seeds of disunion, whenever it might suit
the chicanery or bad faith of the protected,
or the avarice of the protector. The former
has already been called iuto operation, and
the ¢absolute rnlers’ of Jeipoor have been
compelled to unfold to the resident agent
the whole of their financial and territorial
arrangements, to prove that the revenues
did not exceed the sum of forty lakhs, as,
of the sum in excess (besides the stipulated
tributary fifth), our share wasto be three-
stwteenths.”

While, therefore, we deem ourselves justi-
fied in interfering in the two chief branches
of government, the succession and ﬁng-mces,
how is it possible to avoid being implicated
in the acts of the government-funstionaries,

* Mewar was subjected to the same premium on her
reviving prosperity. The author unsuccessfully endea-
voured to have a limit fixed fo the demand ; but he has
heard with joy thatsome important modifications have
gince been made in the tributary engagements both
with Mewar and Amber : they cannot be made too light.
Discontent in Rajpootana will not be appeased by a few
lakhs of extra-penditare. I gave my opinions fearlessly
when I had every thing at stake ; I will not suppress
them now, when I have nothing either to hope or to
fear but for the perpetuity of the British power in these
regions, and the revival of the happiness and-indepen-
dence of those who have sought our protection. He
will prove the greatest enemy to his country, wbo, in
igmorance of the true position of the Rajpoots, may aim
ai forther trenching upon their independence. Read the
thirty years' war between Amnpgreb and the Rahtores |
whare ia the dynasty of their tyrant? Look at the map :
& desert at their back, the Aravulli in front ; no enemiss
to harass or disturb them! How different would a
Rajpoot foe prove from a contemptible Mahrmtta, or the
mercenary array of traitorous Nawabs, whom we have
always found easy conquests | Cherish the native army™:
conciliate the Rajpoots ; thon, langh atfoea !

and involved in the party views and intrigues
of a court, stigmatized even by the rest of
Rajwarra with the epithet of joothe durber,
the ‘lying court # While there is a resident
agent at Jeipoor, whatever his resolves, he
will find it next to impossible to keep aloof
from the vertex of intrigue. The purest
intentions, the highest talents, will scarcely
avail to counteract this systematic vice, and
with one party at least, but eventually with
all, the reputation of his government will be
compromised,

This brings us back to the topie which
suggested these remarks, the installation
of a youth upon the gads of Jeipoor. We
ehall expose the operation of this transaction
by a literal « translation of an authentic
document, every word of which was thorough-~
ly substantiated. As it presents a curious
picture of manners, and is valuable as a
precedent, we shall give it entire in the
Appendix, and shall here enter no farther
into details than is necessary to unravel the
intrigue which violated the established laws
of sucoession.

The youth, named Mohun Sing, who was
installed on the gadi of Jeipoor, on the
morning succeeding Juggut Sing's decease,
was the son of Munohur Sing, the ex-Raja
of Nurwar, who was chased from his throne
and country by Sindia. We have stated
that the Jeipoor family sprung from that of
Nurwar eight centuries ago ; but the parent
state being left without direct lineage, they
applied to Amber and adopted a son of Prithi
Raj 1., from whom the boy now brought
forward was fourteen generations in descent.

This course of proceeding was in direct
ontravention of usage, which had fixed, as

L '.
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already stated, the heirs-presumptive, on

failure of lineal issue, to the gadi of Amber,.

in the descendants of Raja Maun, and the
branch Madhani, generally styled Rajewut,
of whom the first claimant was the chief of
Jhulaye, and supposing his incompetency,
Kamah, and a dozen other houses of the
¢infantas’ of Jeipoor.

The causes of departure from the recog-
nized rule, in this respect, were the follow-
ing. At the death of Juggut Sing, the
roins of power were, and had been for some
time, in the hands of the chief eunuch of
the rawula (geraglio), whose name was Mohun
Nazir, a man of considerable vigour of
understanding, and not without the reputation
of good intention in his sdministration of
affairs, although the system of chicanery and
force,t by which he attempted to carry his
object, savoured more of self-interest than of
loyalty, The youth was but nine years of
age ; and a long minority, with the exclusive
possession of power, suggested the true
motives of the Nazir. His principal coad-
jutor, amongst the great vassals of the
state, was Megh Sing of Diggee, s chief who
bal contrived by fraud and force to double
his hereditary fief by usurpations from the
crown-lands, to retain which he supported
the views of the Nazir with all the influ-
ence of his clan (the Khangarote), the most
powerful of the twelve great familieg of
Amber.} The personal servants of the crown

. ® Nauzir is the official name, a Mahomedsn one, donot-
ing his capacity, as emasculated gurdian of the seraglio.
Jeipoor end Boondi are the only two of the Rajpoct
principalities who, adopting the Mooslem custom, have
contaminated the palaces of their queens with the pre-
sence of these creatures,
T Bee “Summary of Transaction,” Appendis, No, 5,
+ The Khangarote clan enumerates twenty-two fiefs,
whose united rent-rolls amount to 4,02,806 TUPEEE ANk
84

such as the Purohits, Dhabhaes (domestic
chaplains and foster-brothers), and ‘all the
subordinate officers of the house-hold, con-
sidered the Nazir's cause as their own: a
minority and his favour guaranteed their
places, which might be risked by the election
of a prince who could judge for himself, and
had friends to provide for.

A reference to the * Summary of trans-
actions” (in the Appendix) will shew there
was no prrevious consultation or concert
amongst the military vassals, or the queens ;
on the contrary, acting entirely on his own
responsibility, the Nazir, on the morning
succeeding the death of his master, placed
young Mohun in “the car of the sun,” to
lead the funeral procession, and light the
pyre of his adopted sire, Scarcely were
the ablutions and necessary purifications
from this rite concluded, when he received
the congratulations of all present as lord of
the Cuchwahas, under the revived name of
Maun Sing the Second. The transactions
which followed, as related in the diary, until
the final denouement, distinetly shew, that
hayving committed himself, the Nazir was
anxious to obtain through the resident agents

of the chieftains at court, their acquiescence

in the megsure uuder thejr signs-manual,
It will be seen that the communications
were received and replied to in that cautious
yet courteaus manner, which pledged the
writer to nothing, and gained him time for
the formation of s deliberate opinion: the
decision wad thus guspended ; all eyes wore

ally, and their united quetas for the service of the state,
six hundred and forty-throe horse, Megh Sing, by hig
turbulence and intelligence, though only the sixth or
seventh in the scale of rank of this body, had taken the

lead, and hecome the organ of his clan at court,

L
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dircoted to the paramount power; and
the Nazir, whose first desire was o propi-
tiate this, entreated the British functionary
at Delhi to send his confidential moonshee to
Jeipoor without delay. This agent reached
Jeipoor from Delhi six days after the death
of Juggut. He was the bearer of istruct-
jons, “requiring a full account of the
reasons for placing the son of the Nurwar
Raja on the musoud ; of his family, lineage,
right of succession, and by whose councils
the measure was adopted.” On the 11th of-
January this requisition was reiterated ; and
it was further asked, whether thé measure
had the assent of the queens and chiefs,
and a declaration to this effect, under their
signatures, was required to be forwarded.
Nothing could be more explicit, or more
judicious, than the tenor of theseinstructions.
The replies of the Nazir and confidential
moonshee were such, that on the Tth of
February thoe receipt of letters of congratula-
tion from the British agent, accompanied by
one from the supreme authority, was for-
mally annonnced, which letters being read
in full court, ‘ the nobut (kettledrum) again
sounded, and young Mamn Sing was con-
ducted to the Pertap Mahl, and seated on
the musnud.”® On this formal recognition
by the British government, the agents of the
chieftains at their sovereign’s court, in reply
to the Nazir's demand, ¢ to know the opin-
jons of the chiefs,” answered, that “if he
called them, they were ready to obey ;" bat
at the same time they rested their adhosion
on that of the chief queen, sister of the
Raja of Jodpoor, who breathed nothing but
open defiance of the Nazir and his junia.
Early in March, public discontent became

s ———————

more manifest + and the Rajawut chief of
Jhulaye determined {o appeal to arms in
gupport of his rights as heir presumptive,
and wag soon joined by the chiefs of Sir-
wur and Eesurda, junior but powerful bran-
ches of the same stock.

Another party seemed inclined, on this
emergency, to revive the right of that
posthumous son of Pirthi Sing, whom we
have already described as living in exlio at
Gwalior, on the bounty of Sindia; and
nothing but the unfavourable report of his
intellect and debased habits prevented the
elder branch of the sons of Madhu Sing re-
covering their lost honours.

While the paramount authority was thus
deluded, and the chieftains were wavering
amidst so many conflicting opiniens, the
queen continued resolute, and the Rajawuts
ware arming—and the Nazir, in this dilemma,
determined as a last resource, to make Raja
Maun of Jodpoor the wmpire, hoping by
this appeal to his vanity, to obtain his in-
fluence over his sister to an acquiescence
in the irremediable step, which had been
taken “in obedience (as he pretend) to the
will of the deceased prince.” Raja Maun's
reply is important: “that there could be
no occasion for his or his sister's gignature
to the required declaration on the 'right of
succession to the musnud of Jeipoor, which
depended upon, and was vested in, the
elders of the twelve fribes of Cuchwahas ;
that if they approved and signed the decla-
ration, the queen his sister, and afterwards
himself, would sign it, if requisite,”

1 The Nazir and his faction, though aided
by the interposition of the moonshee,

were now in dispair, and in these desperate
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circumstances, ho attempted to get up a
marriage between the puppet he had en-
throned and the grand-daughter of the Rana
of Mewar. It {was contrived, and not
ill-received by the Rana ; but there was
an influence at his court which at once
extinguished the plot, though supported at
Delhi by the Rana’s most influential agent.
It was proposed that, at the same time,
the Rana should consummate his nuptials
with the Jeipoor Raja’s sister, the prelimi-
naries of which had been settled a dozen
years back. Money in abundance was
offered, and the Rana’s passion for pageantry
and profusion would have prevented any
objection to his proceeding to the Jeipoor
capital, To receive the chief of the uni-
versal Hindu race with due honour, the
whole nobility of Amber would have left
their estates, which wonld have been cons-
trued into, and accepted as, a voluntary
acquicscence in the rights of the Nazir’s
choice, which the marriage would have com-~
pletely cemented. Foiled in this promising
design, the knot, which the precipitate
and persevering conduct of the Nazir bad
rendered too indissoluble even for his skill
to undo, was cut by the annunciation of
the advanced pregnaucy of the Bhattiani
‘queen.

This timely interposition of Mata Janun
(the Juno Lucina of Rajwarra) might well
be regarded as miraculous ; and though the
sequel of this event was conducted with
such publicity as almost to choke the voice
of slander, it still found utterance.* It

was deemed a sort of prodigy, that an event,
which would have cansed a jubilee throughout
Dhoondar, should have been kept secret
until three months after the Raja’s death.*
The mysteries of the rawuls of Rajppot
princes find their way to the public ount of
doors ; and in Qodipoor, more especially,
are the common topics of conversation. The
variety of character within its walls} the
like variety of communicants without, the
conflcting interests; the diversified objects
of contention of these little worlds, render
it utterly impossible that any secret ecan
long be maintained, far less ome of such
magnitude as the pregnancy of the queen of
a prince without issue. That this event
should be revealed to the Nazir, the super-
intendent of the queen’s palace, with all the
formality of a new discovery, thres months
after Jaggut Bing’s death, must excite sur-
prise ; since to have besn the bearer of
such joyful inteligence to his master, to
whom he was much attached, must have
rivetted hig influence.

Af three o’clock on the 1st of April, a
council of sixteen queens, the widows of
the late prince, and the wives of all the
great vassals of the state, “assembled to
ascertain the fact of pregancy,” whilst all
the great barons awaited in the antichambers
of the Zengna Deori the important response

" of this council of matrons. When it an-

nounced that the Bhattiani queen was
pregnant beyond a doubt, they consulted
until seven, when they sent in a written

* The publicity, on this oceasion, is precisely of the
same character as marked the saccouchement of the
Dachess de Berri, who, it is said, not only had the usual
witnessed to silence the voice of doubt, but sbsolutely

insisted on the Marechaus as well ns the Marsohales of
Fraoee being in the room a6 the momaut of parturition.

* Raja Juggut Sing dicd the 21st December 1818, and
the anuouncament of the Bhattiani being in “the eighth
month of her pregoancy,” was on the 94th March 1819,

L
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declaration, avowing their unanimons belief
of the fact ; and that “should a son be
born, they would acknowledge him as their
lord, and to none else pledge allegiance”
A transcript of this was given to the Nazir,
who was recommended to forward an attested
copy to the British agent at Delhi, From
the deliberations, from which there was no
appeal, the Nazir was excluded by express
desire of the Rahtore queen. He made an
ineffectual effort to obtain from the chiefs a
declaration, that the adoption of the Nur-
war youth was in conformity to the desire
of the deceased prince, their niaster ; but
this attempt to obtain indemnity for his ille-
gal acts was defeated immediately on the
ground of its untruth.*

By this lawful and energetic exertion of the
powers directly vested in the queen-mother
and the great council of the chiefs, the
tongue of faction was rendered mute ; but
had it been otherwise, another queen was

* Deeming a record of these transactions useful, not
only as descriptive of manners, but as a precedent, inas-
much as they shew the powers and position of the differ-
ent ‘anthorities composing a Bajpoot state in case of
succession, I have inserted it in the Appendix,

pronounced to be in the same joyful con-
dition.% On the morning of the 25th April,
four months and four days after Juggut
Sing’s death, a son was ushered into the
world with the usual demonstrations of joy
and received as the Autocrat of the Cuchwa-
has ; while the infant interloper was re-
moved from the gadi, and thrist back to his
original obscurity. = Thus terminated an
affair which involved all Rajwarra in dis-
cussion, and at one time threatened a very
serious resnlt. That it was disposed of in
this manner was fortunate for all parties,
and not least for the protecting power.
Having thus given a connected, though
imperfect, sketch of the history of the Jeipoor
state, from its foundation to the present
time, before proceeding with any account
of its resources, or the details of its internal
administration, we shall delineate the rise,
progress, and existin'g condition of the Shek-
havati federation, which has risen out of,
and almost to an equality with, the parent
state. ;

* No notice, that 1 am aware of, was ever taken of
this second annunciation,




SHEKHAWUT FEDERATION.

CHPATER V.

Origin of the Shekhavati federation.—Its constitution.— Descent of the chiefs from Baloji of
Amber.  Mokulji.—Miraculous birth of his som.—Sheklji~ Aggrandizes his territory.—
Raemul.~—Sooja.— Raesil.  His heriosm.— Obtains grants from Akber.— Gets possession of
Khundaile and Qodipoor.—His eaploits and character.— Ghirdhuryi~—TIs eut of by ascas-
sination.— Duwarcadas.— His extraordinary feat with @ lion.—Falls by Khan Jehan Lodi—
Birsingdeo.— His authority usurped by his son.—Buhadoor Sing. Avungzeh divects the
demolition of the temple of Khundaila,—Buhadoor deserts his capital.—Skujaun Sing Raesi-
lote flies to its defence.—He ts slain, the temple razed, and the eity garrisoned.— Kesuri—
Partition of the territory between Kesuri and Putteh Sing.—assessinated.— Kesuri resists the
regal authority. Is deserted in the field and slain—Ilis son Oodi Sing taken to Ajmer,—
Khundaila retaken, and restored to Oodi Sing, who is liberated.— He resolves to punish the

Munohurpoor chief.—1Is baflled by that chigf's intrigues. Is besieged by Jey Sing of Amber.

Khundaila becomes tributary to Amber.

Wz proceed to sketch the history of the
Shekawut confederation, which, springing
from the redundant feodality of Amber,
through the influence of age and circum-
stances, has attained a power and considera~
tion almost equalling that of the parent state,
and although it possesses neither written laws,
a permanent congress, nor any visible or re-
cognized head, subsists by a sense of common
interest. It must not be supposed, however,

that no system of policy is to be found in |

this confederation, because the springs are not
always visible or in action ; the moment
any common or individual interest is menaced
the grand council of the Barons of Shekha-
vati assembles at Oodipoor to decide the
course of action to be pursued.

85

|

The Shekhawut chieftains are descended
from Baloji, the third son of Raja Qodi-
kurn, who succeeded to the throne of Amber
in 8, 1445, A, D, 1389. At his period, if
we look back to the political state of ysociety
we find that nearly the whole of the {racts,
which now obey the Shekhavati federation,
were parcelled out amongst numerous
chieftains of the Chohan or Tuar tribes,*
the descendants of the ancient Hindu em-
peror of Delhi, who evinced no more gub-
miggion than the sword and thelr Islamite
successors exgeted from them,

Baleji, who was the actual founder of the
numerous families now designated by the'

# The lovers of antiguity have only fo make the search
to find an abusdsut harvest, throughout all these coun.

L
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more distinguished name vof Shekhji, his
grandson, obtained as an appanage the dis-
trict of Amrutsiv, but whether by his own
prowess or by other means, is not mentioned.
He had three sons ; Mokulji, Khemarji, and
Kharud, The first succeeded to the patii-
mony of Amrutsir ; the second had a numer-
ous issuc styled Balapoia, one of whom was
adopted into the twelve chambers (bara kotri)
of Cuchwahas. The third had a son called
Kumun, whose descendants were styled
Kumawut, but are now nearly extinct.
Mokul had a son who was named Shekji,
in compliment to a miracle-working Islamite
saint, to whose prayers the childless chief
was indebted for a son destined to be the
patriarch of a numerous race, occupying
under the term Shekhawut, an impor-
tant portion of the surface of Rajpootana.
Shekh Boorhan was the name of this saint,
whose shrine (slill existing) was about six
miles from Achrole, and fourteen from the
residence of Mokul. As the period of time
was shortly after timoor’s invasion, it is not
unlikely he was a pious missionary, who
remained behind for the conversion of the
warlike but tolerant Rajpoot, with whom,
even if he should fail in his purpose, he was
certain of protection and hospitality. The
Shekh in oune of his peregrinations had
reached the confines of Amratsir, and was

tries, of ancient capitals and ecitios, whose names are
hardly known even to the modern inhabitants. Of the
ancient Rajore I have already spoken, and I now draw
the attention of my countrymen to Abkanair, which
boasts a very remote antiquity ; snd from an old stanzn,
we might imagine that its princes were connected with
the Kaian dynasty of Persia. I copied it, some twenty
¥ears ago, from an itinerant bard, who had an imperfect
knowledge of it himself, and I have doubtless made it
arfiore 80, but it is still sufficiently intelligible to point a
remarkable coincidence :

passing over an extensive meadow, in which
was Mokulji. The Mangta (mendicant)

“ Raja Chund ca Abhanair,

¢ Beea Sawjog, ayo Girnair ( Girnar)
W Dek'k Bharat, leo bulae

¢t Keo bidut, mun begsae,

“ Beao Sanjog, Permala burre

¢ Kos #at’h 8o, mun chit d'harre ;

% Tu beti Kaicom ¢a

“ Nam Permala () ho

“ Lekha hooa kurtar ko

“ Een jana sarb ko."

This iz n fragment of a long poem relative to the
rivalry of Raja Chund of Abhanair, and Raja Soorsen of
Indrapoori, who was betrothed to Permala, danghter ‘of
Kaicum, and had gone to Girnair, or Girnar, fo espouse
her, when the Abhanair prince abducted her, Raja
Soorsen of Indrapoori ( Dehli), ¢/ the ancestor of the
Suraseni, and founder of Soorpoori, existed probably
twelve hundred years before Christ. That sun-worship-
pers had estoblished themselves in the peniosula of
‘Saurashtra, ( whose capital was Junagurh-Girnar), its
appellations, in the days of the Greeks of Bactria, as now,
proves ; ( see Strabo, Justin, &c, ) but whether Kaicum,
the inther of Permala, is the Caicumaras of Ferdeosi,
we shall not stop to inguire, The connection between
this peninsula and Persia was intimate ia later times, so
as evon to give rise to the assertion that the Ranas of
Mewar were descended from the Sassanian kings. IS
was my good fortune to discover SBoorpoori, on the
Jumna, the residence of the rival of Chund of Abhanair,
which city I leave to some one imbued with similar
taste to visit, and merely add, he will find there an
inscription in a coond or fountain dedicated to the Sun,
The distance however, seven hundred coss ( Loz sat’'h so ),
whether from Indrapoori or Abhanair, to Girnar, even
admitting them to be gao coss, wounld be toomuch, I
believe this would make it eight hundred miles, and
certainly, as the crow flies, it is not seven hundred.
Interwoven with the story there is much about Faja
Chambha, prince of Jajnuggur, a city of great antiquity
in Orissa, and containing some of the finest specimens
of sculpture I ever saw. There is also mention of a
Raja Saer, (gu. Sahir or Seliris of Arore) of Perman.
In 1804, I passed through Jajouggur, after the conguest
of the provinee of Cnttack, with my regiment. At Jaj-
nuggur, my earliest friend, the late captain Bellet Sealy,
employed his pencil for several days with the sculptured
remaing, These drawings were sent to the anthorities
at Caleutta : perhaps thisnotice may rescue from oblivion
the remains of Jajnuggnr, and of my decessed friend’s
talent, for Captain Bellet Sealy was an ornament equally
to private life and to his profession. He fell a victim
to the fevercontracted in the Nepal war, The ruins of
Abhanair ave on the Bangunga, three coss east of

1 Lalsont.

4 Peri-mala, merns Fairy garland,
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approached with the usual salutation, ¢ have
you any thing for me?” * Whatever you
please ‘to have, Babaji (sire),” was the
courtecus reply. The request was limited
to a draught of milk, and if our faith were
equal to the Shekhawut’s we should believe
that Shekh Boorhan drew a copious stream
from the exhausted udder of afemale buffalo.
This was sufficient to convingo the old chief
that the Shekh conld work other miracles ;
and he prayed that, through his means, be
might no longer be childless, In due time
he bad an heir, who, according to the
injunctions of Boorhan, was styled, alter
his own tribe, Shekh, He directed that
he should wear the DBuddea,* which,
when laid aside, was to be suspended at the
saint’s durgah ; and further, that he should
assume the blue tunic and cap, abstain from

hog’s fiesh, and eat no meat “in which"

the blood remained.” He aleo ordained that
at the Dbirth' of every Shekhawut male
infant a goat should be sacrificed, the Kulma
(Islamite creed) read, and the ehild sprinkled
with the blood.
have passed away since these obligations
were contracted by Mokul, they are still
religiously maintained by the little nation
of his descendants, oecupying a space of ten
thousand square miles. The wild hog,
which, according to immemorial usage, should
be eaten once a year by every Rajpoot, is
rarely even hunted by a Shekhawnt s and
though they have relaxed in  that ordiance,
which ecommanded the suspension of the
buddeas at the shrine of Boorhan, still each
infant wears them, as well as the blue tunic

Although four centuries

* Strings, or threads worn crossways by Mahom
children, i g

and cap, for two years aftor his birth; and
a still greater mark of respect to the memory
of the saint is evinced in the blue pennon
which surmounts the yellow banner, or
national flag, of Shekhawnts,
gravely asserted,

It is even
that those who, from
indolence, distance, or less justifiable motives,
have neglected the least important injuction,
that of depositing the intiatory strings or
buddeas, have never prospered. But a still
stronger proof is furnished of the credulity,
the toleration and yet immutability of the
Rajapoot character, in the fact, that, al-
though Amratsir,* and the lands around the
durgah, are annexed to the fisc of Amber,
yet the shrine of Shekh Bdorhan continues
a sirna (sanctuary), while lands are assigned
to almost a hundred families, the descendants
of the saint, who reside in the adjacent town
of Talla.

Shekhji, when he attained man’s estate,
greatly augmented the territory left by his
fathor, and had consolidated three hundred
and sixty villages under his sway, by con-
quest from  his neighbours, when his reputa-
tion and power attracted the jealous motice

of the lord paramount of Amber. He was

attacked ; but vy the aid of the Punee Pat- .

hanst he sucessfully withstood the reiterated

* The town of Amrutdir and forty-five villages are
still left to the Munohurpoor branch.

T The Punnees are a tribe of Dooranness, regarding
whom Mr, Elphinstone’s account of Uaubul raay be
consuited. Tn after timos, there was a chieftain of this
tribe so celebrated for his generosity and imspitnhty,
that his name has become proverbial :

' Bunne, to, bunne
4 Nubyn, Daod Khan Punne ;
that is, if they failed elesewhere, 'there was always
Daad Khen in reserve. His gallant ha&nug, and death in
Ferochser 's reign, are related in Scott’s excailent History
of the Dekkhan,

L
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assaults of his suzerain, Up to this period,
they had acknowledged the Amber princes
as leige lords, and in token of alliance paid
as tribute all the colts reared on the ori-
ginal estates.* A dispute on this point was
the ostensible cause (though subordinate to
their rapid prosperity), which occasioned a
total separation of the Shekhawut colonies
from the parent state, until the reign of
Sowae Jey sing, who, with his means as
lieutenant of the empire, compelled homage,
submission, and pecuniary relief from them,
Shekhji left a well-established authority to
his son, Raemull, of whom nothing is re-
corded. Raemul was followed by Sogja,
who had three sons, viz. Noonkurn, Raesil,
and Gopal. The elder suceeded to the
patrimonjr of Amrutsir and its three
hundred and sixty townships, while to his
brothers, the fiefs of Lambi and Jharli were
respectively assigned. With the sesond
brother, Raesil, the fortunes of the Shekha-~
wuts made a rapid stride, from an occur-
rence in which the Rajpoot appears in the
position we desire to see him occupy.
Noonkurn, the chief of the Shekhawuts,
had a minister named Devidas, of the
benya or mercantile caste, and, like thousands
of that caste, energetic, shrewd, and
intelligent. He one day held an argument
with his lord (which the result proves he
maintained with indepedence), that ¢‘ genius
with good fortune was the first gift of
heaven, and to be far more prized than a
man’s mere inheritance.” Noonkurn warmly

* This will recall to the reader’s recollection a similar
custom in the ancient Persian empire, where the tribute
of the distant Satrapies was of the same kind. Armenia,
aecording to Herodotus, alone gave an annual tribute of
twenty thousand colts,

disputed the point, which ended by his
telling the minister e might go to Lambi
and make experiment of the truth of his
argument on his brother Raesil. Devidas lost
no time, on this polite dismissal from his
office, in proceeding with his family and
property to Lambi. He was received with
the usual hospitality ; but soon discovered
that Raesil's means were too confined to
bear an additional burthen, and that the field
was too restricted to enable him to demons-
trate the truth of the argument which lost
him his place. He made known his deter-
mination to proceed to the imperial city, and
advised Raesil to accompany him, and try
his luck at court.
and not withont ambition, eould only equip

Raesil, who was valiant

 twenty horse, with which he arrived at

Dehli just as an army was forming to oppose
one of those afghan invasions, so common
at that period. In the action which ensued
Raesil had the good fortune to distinguish
himself by cutting down a leader of the
enemy, in the presence of the imperial
general, which had a decided influence on
the event of the day. Enquiries were made
for the brave unknown, who had performed
this heroic deed ; but as, for reasons which
will be perceived, he kept aloof from the
quarters of his countrymen, the argument
of Devidas would never have been illustra«
ted, had not the imperial commander deter-
mined to seek out and reward merit. He
ordered a grand zeafut, or ¢ entertainment’ to
be prepared for the chiefs of every grade in
the army, who were commanded afterwards
to pay their respects to the general. As

soon as Raesil appeared, he was recognized

as the individual of whom they were in



Bhuiﬂa?r., Frash semeas obt.m:wd new

f‘u.vouvs, a.ml he recezved a gmnt of Khum

! Nnr'bh,m Ra_;poots, wlm sc\imnad to pay
aﬂagumce to the empare, ‘and gave them~
Mves up to nolicensed rapine.

 Raesil f‘ndmg it wonld be o work of diff-
culty. to expel the brave Narbhans fioum

thear aveient Zupom (pammanv), had re:
nm:rsa to siragem to effeet his object. Pre-_

vions to the exped1tmn to Bhutuair, Raesil
Lad ‘espoused the daughter of the chief of |
Kimndaﬁa, and it i mlated ﬂmt a aasual (6 &

presnnon, dropped on . that oaéaamn, fligs.

geahed his desire. to thiain At fm* himselfi

: . Being daaaa.tmﬁed with the dawf (dagja)
o mth lus 'bm!e,he, with no ommmdnblo :
.nate. pemmcmualy ma:slied upon. an merea-_--

else to give, uuleas yon Nl\.} tha ai.onesb

‘the hill ” . The .xtt.em.aut Soaguni (angier), |

Ixmmadnate}y turning to' Reasil, said, in an
‘under-ione, “tie a kuot on the skirt of yonr
Qar"meua in yemembrance of this” |An
€‘€Dr65a1011 like this {rom & {)rophemc tangue,
{;rwa butb to the wish to be lord of Khan-
dalia 3 while Lis services to the k!ng, and |
the xmbaaﬂ:ty of 'its Nurbhan possessor,
eonspired to fn!ﬁlli‘. W'n.tf..hmg bis oppor. |
tunity, he marched agniust the place, and

being in all probability supported by his

liege lord, it wes abandoned withont defence,

i and the mhamta_.uts tendargd _.ths:__r._ aubm-ms_-.

ion. fo him, _Hence‘fofth,. Khundaila was
esteemed the principal city of the Shekha+
wut confederation ;
of Rae'sil, using his name as a patroymic,
ave styled Raesilote, occnpying all sonthern
Shekhavati ; while another branch of later
ormm, ealled  Sadlani, holds the northern
tm.cts Immediately after . the ocoupatmn
of I‘umndm!a, Raesil obtained possession of
Oodipoor, formerly enlled Kasoombi, also
‘belonging to the Nurbhans#

Raesil s,ceompanled his praper hego lovd,
tha great Rajn M.aun of Amber, againgt
the hereic. Raoa Fertap of Mewar, He
- was also in the expedition to Canbul, agsmat !
the Afgbans of Cohistan, in ‘all of which
enharpmes he. obtained fresh dn,atmcmous. :

U almgn agrecable o find the trth of these
simp'la sninals corroborated mthe historical mmsina off

" the conquerors of the Rajpoots., "The name of Raesil |

Dicbasi will be found; in vhe Ayeen Akberi smengst

the munsubdarg of twelve bandred and, ﬁfty .\}ame s

vank of  high impdrtance, héing eqmn!cnt o fhat'
i tohe Hm towu alIuded to; than Ouammbea on the Gmges, h

 gonferredion the sousnf pobent, Rq.na JSEEH
80 ;

% Tha Nurbhan is & rachhs, or ramification of the
Cuohan raeel  They  had Jovg 614 posscssion of those |
regions, of which Kais, o Kasdombi, nos Oodipoory was
thie dapital, the oty where the grand conoofl of the con’ i
fédoration alweye meet on grent oeravions. This may
throw Tight on the Cisoornbes mpntioned on ihe trinme
phat pillir at Dehli ; the N nrbhan mpitgd is rore likely

and the descendanta



bu& his hmtmy is nnoﬁher )
Rajpoot charactery wlulat. lt. canﬁ s

it

fortune are far superior to inheritan .
Raesil, st bis denth, hfudncompaat..and
‘out o _-_"wlnuh hie

well-managed territory,

ageigned appanages io his s6ven o1k, from_
whom are descended the varion _'ﬁ'am;hea, _’
who, with relative dlsbmctwer pat.tonymwa,_'
Taj-khanis, | |
Parsrampotas, Hnn—rampetas, aro. reaog'd"_ B

nized thronghout Ru_;wnrra by the. generm'
' : 1 bﬂﬂdled *atmner of the eour_,t.

Bhojanis, Ciadha.ms, Lnrkhanw,

namae of Shekhawub.

o Gl:dhnr......had Khundaeln nnd R&waaso'

2, Linthhan.seemsss Kachriawas,
3. Bhojraji.e e wssOadipoor. - !

i 4. Tirmal Bao.....,.Kaaulh and elghty—fou:'

. villages.

5. I’nramm..... .....B#B'
€. Hur—ram}l.........Moondurn
7. Taj-kban...........No appanage,

. Wa shall not break the thread of the
nm'ratlva of the elder branch of Khupdaila
“ghiof of the sons of Shekhji)” to freat of
the jumior line, though the issue of Bhojraj
have eelipsed, both in '-pop-ultizion_ and pro-

| perty, the senior descondants of Raesil.

_I Girdbur ji succeeded to the prowess, the
énerrry, aand the estates of hia father, and
_!m- 2 gollant notion obtained from the em-
peror the title of Raja of Khundaila. | At
this peviod, the empire was in a most sjis—_
ordered state, and the mountainous region,
called Mewat, was inbabited by a daring
and ferocions bandlttl, called Mewohs, who

pillaged in gungs even to the gates of the

capital, ‘The task of tak:ng, dead or alive,

e ¢
position of the Banya, that & { genius and guo d

carveer of G:rJhur, short aa,,it

the leador of this banditt, was assigned to.

in; fhe dnd slew h:m m mnglj

One of tha Khunda:la__" iie

nfter a.skmg mme nnpertment queamons'
and laughing at the unintelligible replies in
the Bakha of Rajwarra, slipped a. heated
cminr in the tnrhan of' the sﬂdb&r cthe

Was perfurmmg hls xehgm#‘ il
the Jnmmn., a}nd ,whi_lg},,..;nga

Dwamdas, hm eldest sou-'
and soon aﬂ:er lns aeqq;mnn ;




i _. - his relatwe, tho Rnesilute, wh.o was a votary
i ‘f_irf Nﬂtﬁ&thgk, was the propez' pferson to

'-mw thwngh hin relb.twa?s trea.chary, but

: -':'ohehrfnﬂy wcapted the propbna} Having
| bathed and prayed, to_the astonishment of
A “the king and court, he anbsred the arena
_:"-.unarmed with & brazen p!at};er containing
|| the various.articles nsed in pogja tworship),

\ Trag grama of rice, curds, ami sandal ointment,
. and aoing directly up to the monater, made
© | the tilac on hig forehead, put chuplet round

' | his neck, and ptoatuted himself i in the usual

o' the amazement of the spectatora. the noble
beast came gently up, and with his tongue
: repeaur-dly licked his face, permxttmg him to
retire without the least indieation of anger.

wust ¥ wear a charmed life,” ‘desired the

* ' the asmranca of enmphance 5 when he re-
.. oeived 'a dellcata veproof, m the deslre
S _“ that his majesty mmld nover place another
i person‘in the game’ predacament from which
N _':.he had happily L R R

hand of thoir lmd 3 ‘and thoy throw ‘an’ air

would grace the annals of chivalry ‘in any'

age’ or country, Khan Iehﬁn and thv '

i :Iand when nothmcr but. the life’ nf tha gmlanu My
f--_Lodl would ﬂatmfy the king,

whon. t.hn 'ﬁunehurpou'r chwf obsmrved that =
“submission or flight..

 assisted in reducing:  The Khundails sunale :

""at.titnde of adoraﬁon before th'_, lion 3 when,

The amperor, who concluded that his sub_;ect'

'Khundmla o!‘uef to make any request, with Jugdeo, Bhopal Bing, Mokri Sing, and

AN 11warea~dau was dlain by the greatast hero
L of the age in which he lived, the ce‘labratad.

- Khan chan Lodi, who, aacording to the.
logends of the Shekbawuts, also foll hy tho

_d'ai'l'a, he alighted at the house of a Jaini, of %

' of - remance upon  the transaction, whick
' plied, “ Is not Bahadoor Sing ruler here

tain of Khuudm!a werd

y Dwarea gave
mnely nobice to 'his freind of‘ the ‘hateful
task imposed’ wpon kim, advising ‘either
His fate, which forms =
one of the most interést.ing gpisodes im0
Ferishta’s history, inyolved that of the She
khawut chief, it
Ho wis gucceded by his son, Btrsmgdeo, L L
who sorved with his contingent in the cops’
quest of the Dekhan, and, was wade  gover~ "
nor of Pernalla, which he had materially

ist iy desirous to make it appear that his sor-
vice was independent of his liege lord of
Amber ; but the probability is that he was
under the immediate command of the Mirza
Raja Joy Sing, at that period the mont
distinguished general of his n.xtmn or of the
court.

Birsingdeo had seven soms, of whom the
heir-appareat, Babzdoor Sing, remained at
Khundaila 5 while estates wore assigned to
his brothers, wiz. ~ Amur Sing, Sium Sing,

Pain Bing, who all increased the stook of
Raesilotes. Whila the Raji was perfarming
his duties in the Dekhan, intelligence reach-
ed him"that his son at home had usurped
his titlo and authority ; upon which, with =~
only four borsemen, he left the nrmy for
capital. ‘When within two coss of Khun-

whom he requested refresument, and begged
ospocial ‘caro of his wearied stesd; lest he '
should be stolen 5 to which she sharply To-

You way leave gold in the }n-fhv, ay, and nu



chachar;e uf a prince’s duties, i.hat
disclosing himself or ‘his. mtsp:cwm,
mediately ml.umad to the Dekh__ :
died,
Bahndoor Sing succeeded

father’s death rapmred to the ar '.'ms m the
zeb in persun 4

aouth, commanded by Arun,
" Feing insulted by » Mooslem ch:ref',.b_mmg

the saree name with himsélf' "'ﬁhd obtaining

no redress nmn the b!goht.ed pnnea, ke
left the army in. disgusi, npon. whicl his
nime was erased from the list ' of mnnau“b-
dars. It was at this time the tyraut issued

ks mandate for: the eipits;tioia-'t.ax on all 'l
liis Hinda suhjccts, and for the deshrucuan_

of tlmt temples *

To the permnal enemy of‘ bhe ‘ihekha'fvut'

| was intrusteld che t\mﬁd& duty of axa.clmcr

‘tribute, and the demolition of the temple,
the ornament of Khundaila; whose chief,
degrading the name of Bahadonr (wartior),

abandoned his capital; and the royal army !

‘bad arriyed within ‘two coss without  the

' appearanco of opposition. . The news gpread

oyer the lands of the confederacy, that

® 'Wha numerous ruined shrines and mutilated statues
il every town and villacs, still attest fhe vea! with which
the bigors ordors were obeyed nor is: there an image
of any nntaqumy with an entire ses of featnres (erspf in
spois i pervions to his myrmilons), from Lahor to Cape
Gomerin, | Omkarji; whose témple is on & small jsland of
11tz Merbudda, nlone, it is said; supported his diguity in
e indigeriminate stinck on the deities on i, P IE
they are gols (esid the tyraonical but witty wonoclazi),
lot tham eviuce theiv power, and by 'some miracle resist
sy commands,”  Omkarjireesived the fityt blow on ‘his
‘head, a8 1f embued with moral féeling, for the blood
gushed. fromt his nose 'snd mouth, hich provanted
eperition of the injory | This sensibility, though without
the power of pyenging himself; made Omkar's shrize
doubly réspestad, and it continpes to be oue of the host'
frhquenicd snd most veneratsd in these regions.

‘ant of Bhn]ryj, o
Embued wnﬁh all-. 1@

macli’ed .him, ke i?s-'u"s' solem:
on tho Marwar {rontmr.

Smga aﬁ'ﬂlr, not. hls. st Am_ not 17
“ a’lﬂo of Raesil's stock, a:ﬁd' cﬁnlallo
Toork to daatmy thedwa!hng of the Thakoor
(lord), and mot attempt to save it? Would
this be asting the part of a Rajpoot ?” As
their entreaties were vain, they, to  the
rumber of sixty,  resolved to sccompany
| him, and shove his fate, They were joined
by a paity of Bhahadoor’s a.dherents, an
succeeded in entering Khundaila. | The im
perml commander, to whom  this unlo;}k :
for opposition was reported, woll aware
what a Rajpoot is capable when exgited | to
action, and perhaps moved’ bya generous.
fueling at seeing handful of mon oppos
army, requested that, two of thexr:ai_
might be deputed ta his camp to confer
him. He told thom, that n
it was the kmg‘s oomma.ntl b
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to the ult'moat ‘possible  amounnt of their

- means ; but the answer was, “the kullus

must ecome down” One of these mnoble
delegates, no longer able to contain himself,
exclaimed, “ Break down the lullus”’ as
with some moist clay at his feet he moulded
a ball, which he placed on
before him ; and drawing his sword, re~
peated, “ Break down the Awilus/ I dare
you even to break this ball of elay!” The
intrepidity of this action gained the applause
even of the foe, and they had safe conduet
to rejoin their brethern, and prepare thein
for the worst. !
. At this time, Khundaila had no fortifica-
tions ; there was, however, a gateway half
way up the hill in the route of ascent, which
led to the place of residence of its chieftains,
adjoining which was the templo. One party
was stationed in the gatewy, while Shujaun
reserved for himself thedefence of the temple,
in which he took post with his kinsmen,
Wlen the mercenaries of the tyrant ad-
vanced, the defenders of the gateway, after
dealing many a distant death, marclied upon
them sword in hand, and perished.  When
they pushed on to the chief object of attack,
the band issued forth in  small detached
parties, having first made their obeisances
to the image, and carried destruction along
with them. Shujaun was the last who fell.
The temple was levelled to earth, the idol
broken in pieces, and the fragments thrown
into the fonndalion of g mosque erected on
its roins.  There is hardly a town of note in

a little mound

Rajwarra that kas not to relate a similar tale |

of desperate valourin the defence of their
household gods against the iniquitous and

impolilic Arungzeb. Khundails received a
87

royal garrison ; but the old officerg, both
territorial and financial, were retained by
the conqueror,

Bahadoor Sing continued to reside in an
adjacent township, and through his Dewan,
obtained a certain share of the crops and
transit duties, viz. a seer out of every
maund of the former, and one pice 'in every
In process of time,

and gardens were

rupee of the latter.
the family residence
given up to him, and when the Syeds
obtained power he regained his country,
though a garrison of the royal troops was
retained, whose expenses he paid. He left
three sons, viz, Kesuri Sing, Futteh Sing,
and QOodey Sing. '

Kesuri, solicitous to hold his lands om
the same terms as his ancestors, namoly,
service to the lord-paramount, assembled
his adherents, and with his seecond brother,
Fatteh S8ing, departed for the imperial
camp, to proffer his service, The Munohur-
poor chief, the elder branch of the family,
was in tho royal camp, and having regained
his lost | conisequence by the depression of
Khundaila, was by no means willing again
to part with it. He intrigued with the

second brother, Futteh Sing, to whom he

proposed o division of the lands ; the laiter
lent himself to the intrigue, and the Dewan,
seeing that a family quarrel would involve
the destruction of them all, repaired to
Khundaila, and through the mother, a Gor
Ra]’pootni,' he gdvocated the partition. A
census was accordingly made of the popu-.
lation, and a measurement of the lands,
of which two portions were assigned to
Futteh Sing, and the three remaining to the
Rajs, The town itself was parlitioned in

QL
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the same manner. Henceforth, the brothers
held no intercourse with each other, and
Kesuri preferred Kaotah as his residence,
though whenever he came to Khundailx,
Futteh Sing withdrew. Things remained in
this state until the Dewan prompted his
master to get rid of the agreement which
had secured the ascendancy of Munohur—
poor in the Shekhawut federation, by destroy-
ing his brother. The Dewan arranged a
friendly meeting at Kaotah for the avowed
purpose of reconciliation, when Futteh Sing
fell a vietim to assassination ; but the insti-
gator to the crime met his proper reward,
for a splinter of the sword which slew
Futteh Sing entered his neck, and was the
occasion of his death.

Kesuri Sing, having thus recovered all
bis lost authority, from the contentions at
court, conceived he might refuse the tribute
of Rewasso, hitherto paid to the Ajmer
treasury, while that of Khundaila went to
Syed Abdoolla, then Vizier, found
leisure to resent this insult, and sent a force

Narnol,
against Khundaila. Every Raesilote in
the country assembled to resist the Toork,
and even his foe of Munohurpoor sent his
quota, led by the dhabhae (foster-brother),
to aid the national cavse. Thus strength-

ened, Kesuri determined to oppose the royal |

torces hand to hand in the plain, and the
rival armies encountered at the border town
‘of Deolee. While victory manifested a
wish to side with the confederated Shekha~
wuts, the old jealousies of Munohurpoor
revived, and he withdrew his quota from the
field, at the same moment that the Kasulli
chief, on whom much depended, was slain,
Jo crown these misfortunes, the Larkbani

chief of Danta, basely deeming this® an
opportunity to consult his own interest,
abandoned the field, to take possession of
Rewasso. The ¢lion’ of Khundaila (Kesuri),
observing these defections, when the shout
of Jyl jy!” (victory, vistory), already rang
in his ears, could not help exclaiming, in
the bitterness of despair, “ Had Fuiteh
Sing been here, he would not have deserted
me.” He disdained, however, to give
way, and prepared to meet his fate
like a true Raesilote. Sending to where
the battle yet raged for his youngest
brother, Oodey Sing, he urged him to save
himself ; but the young. Rajpoot scorned
obedience to such a behest, until Kesuri
made known his determination not to quit
the field, adding that if he also were slain,
there would be an end of his line. Others
joined their persuasions, and even attempted
to turn Kesuri from his purpose. “No,”
replied the chief, “I have no desire for
life ; two black deeds press upon me ; the
murder of my brother, and curse of the
Oharuns of Bikaner, whom I neglected at
the distribution of the nuptial gifts. I will
not add a third by dastardly flight.” As
Qodey Sing reluctantly obeyed, while the
swords rung around him, Kesuri made a
hasty sacrifice to Awini-mata ( mother
earth ), of which flesh, blood, and earth

are the ingredients. He cut pieces from

| his own body, but as scarcely any bloud

flowed, his own uncle, Mokum Sing of
Allodha, parted with some of his, for so grand
an obligation as the retention of Khundaila.
Mixing his own flesh, and his uncle's _bloqd,
with a portion of his own sandy soil, ‘he
formed small balls in dan (gift), for the
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maintenance of the land to hisposterity. The
D'homb (bard), who repeated the incanta-
tions, pronounced the sacrifice accepted, and
that soven generations of his line should
rule in Khundaila®* The brave Kesuri
was slain, the town taken, and Oodey Sing
carried to Ajmer, where he remained three
yearsin captivity. At this time, the chiefs
af Qodipoor and Kasulli determined to cnt
off the royal garrison in Khundaila ; but
apprehensive of the danger it might oceasion
to their chief, they sent a special messenger
to ‘Ajmer, to acquaint the viceroy of their
scheme, previous to its execution, to prevent
his being implicated. Khundaila was sur-
prised, and Deonath and three hundred
Toorks put to the sword. The viceroy,
desirous to recover the place, consulted his
prisoner, who offered to re-instate him if
ko granted him liberty, The Nawab deman-
ded a hostage, but the yomug Rajpoot
said he knew of none but his own mother,
who willingly became the pledge for her
son. He fulfilled his agreemient, and the
viceroy was 80 pleased with his frank and
Iﬂyai conduct, that on paying a large’ nuz-
zerana, he restored him to his capital,

Oodey Bing's first act was to assemble his
brethern, in order to punish Munoburpoor,

whose treachery had caused them so much’

misery, The foster brother, who command-
ed on that oceassion, was again entrusted
with the command ; but he fled aftera
sharp encounter, and Munohurpoor was in-
vested. Seeing he had no chance of salva-

* The fifth, as will be ssen hereafter, has been ax
pelled, and authority usnrped by the Kasalli branch of
the family, and unless soms fortunate charge should
eccur, the devotion of Kesuri was useless, and the
prophecy must fall to the ground.

tion, he had again recourse to chul (strata-
gem,) There were two fendatories of Noon-
kurn's line, joint-holders of Khajrolli, who
had long been at variance with Deep Sing of
of Kasulli, the principal adviser of the young
Raja of Khundaila. They were gained over
to the purpose of the Munohurpoor chicf,
who sent them with a private message to
Deep Sing, that no sooner shonld Monohnr-
poor fall than he would be deprived of Kasulli.

These treacherous procesdings were but too |

common amongst “the sons of Shekhji.”
Deep Sing fell into the snare, and at break
of day, when the trumpets sounded for the
assault, the drams of the Kasulli chief were
Leard in full march to his estate, Qody
Sing, thus deprived of his revenge, followed

Deep Sing, who, aware of his inability to

cope with his immediate chief, fled for suc-
cour to Jeipoor, and Kasulli fell a sacrifice
to the artifices which preserved Munohurpoor.
The great Jey Sing then ruled Amber; he
received the euppliant chief, and promised him
ample redress, on his swearing to become his
vassal and tributary. Deepswore allegiance to
the gadi of Jey Sing, and signed a tributary
engagement of four thousand rupees anuually |

Thus recommenced the supremacy of

Amber over the confederated Shekhawuts,

which had been thrown off ever since the
dispute regarding the colts of Amrutsir, the
ancient mark of homage, when “the song of
Shekhji'” consisted only of a few hundred
armed men. Shortly after this ‘transaction,
Jey Bing proceeded to the (anges to fulfil
certain rites upon an eclipse, and while
performng  his ablutions in the sacred
stream, and the gifts for distribution to the
priests being collected on the bank, he

Q
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inquired “who was prsent to receive dan | mame, when his resources failing, he fled to

that day?” The Kasulli chief, spreading out
the skirt of his garment, replied, he was an
applicant. Such dan (gifts) being only given
to mangtas, or mendicants, in which class
they put priests, poets, and the poor, the
Raja asked, laughing, * Whatis your desire,
Thakoor 2 To which Deep Sing replied, that
through his intercession the son of Futteh
Sing might obtain his father’s share of khun-
daila ; which request was complied with.
This occurence was in A. D, 1716, when
the Jats were rising into power, and when
all the minor Rajas served with their con-
tingents under the great Jey Sing, as lieu-
tenant of the emperor. Along with the
‘princes of Kerowli, Bhadorea, Sheopoor, and
many others of the third rank, was Oodey
Sing of Khundaila. During -the seige of
Thoon, the Shekhawut chief was repri-
manded for neglect of duty, and although he
owed a double allegiance to Jey Sing, as
his natural liege lord and lieutenant of the
king, he would not brook the censare from
one of his own race, and indignantly with-
. drew from the siege. Chooramun the Jat,
having contrived to make his peace, with the
Syed vizier, when Thoor was upon the eve
of surrender, and Qodey Sing being impli-
cated in this intrigue, Jey Sing, who was
mortified at an occurence which prevented
the gratification of a long-cherished resent-
ment against the upstart Jats, determined
that the Khundaila chief should suffer for
his aundacity. < Attended by the imperialists
under Bazeed Khan, and all his home clans,
he laid siege to the citadel called Oodigurh.

Nuroo in Marwar, and his son, Sowae Sing,
presented the keys, throwing himself on
the clemency of the conqueror. He was °
well received, and pardoned, on condition
He
followed the example of the Kasulli chief,
and signed an engagement to pay annually
one lakh of rupees. From this a deduction
of fifteen thousand was subsequently made,
and in time being reduced twenty thousand
more, sixty-five thousand continued to be
the tribute of Khundaila, until the decay
of both the parent state and its scion, when
the weakness of the former, and the merci-
less outrages of the predatory powers,
Pathan and Mahratta, rendered its amount
uncertain and difficult to realize. Moreover
recalling his promise to Deep Sing, he res-
tored the division of the lands as existing
prior to the murder of Futteh Sing, wie.
three shares to Sowae Sing, with the title
of chief of the Shekhawuts, and two to Dheer
Sing, son of Futteh Sing. The young
cousin chieftains, now joint-holders of Khun-
daila, attended their liege lord with their
contingent ; and Oodey Sing, taking advan-
tage of their absence, with the aid of a
band of outlawed Larkhanis, surpi-i_sed and
took Khundaila. Attended by the Jeipoor
trooias, the son performed the dutiful task of
expelling his father from his inheritance,
who again fled to Nuroo, where he resided
upon a pension of five rupees a day, given
by his son, until his death. He, however,
outlived Sowae Sing, who left three sons ;
Bindrabun, who succeeded to Khundaila ;

of becoming tributary to "Amber.

Oodey Sing held out a monthin this castle | Simboo, who had the appanage of Ranolli ;

he had constructed and called by his own

and Koosul, having that of Piperolli.
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Bindrabun Das adheres to Madlaw Sing in the civil wars of Amber.—Partition of lands
annulled.~—Self<immolation of the Brahmins.— Consequences to Bindrabun, in his contest
with Indur Sing, the other chief of Khundaily.~—Civil war.—Prodigal ewpiatory sacrifice
of Bindrabun.—He abdicates.— Govind Sing.—1Is assassinated. —Nursing-Das.— Rise
and devastations of the Mahrattas.—Siege of Khundaila.—Terms of redemption. = Murder
of deputies by the Malrattas.—Indur Sing perishes in the attempt to avenge them.— Pertap
Sing. Rise of the Seekur chief.— Transactions between Pertap and Nursing, his co-
partner.— Pertap obtains the whols of Khundaila.~Nursing recovers by stratagem his
share of Khundaila.~~Domestic broils and feuds,~ General assembly of the Sadlani and
Raesilote chiefs, to countevact the encroachments of Amber.— Treaty between the Shekhawuts
and the court of Amber.— Violated by the latter.—The confederacy assault the town of
the Huldea faction.— Nursing refuses tribute to the court, and Khundaila is sequestrated.—
Nursing and Pertap treacherously made captive, and conveyed to Jeipoor.—Khundaile

annexed to the ﬂsc.

BixprapoN DAs steadfastly adhered to l

Madhu Sing in the ¢ivil wars which ensued
for the gadi of Amber, and the latter, when
success attended his cause, wished to reward
the important services of his feudatory. At
his request, he consented that the partition
of the lands which had caused so much
bloodshed should be annulled, and that
Bindrabun should rule as sole lord of
Khundaila. Five thousand men were placed
under his command for the expulsion of the
minor, Indur Sing, grandson of Deo Sing,
who made a stout resistance formany months;
but at length his little castle was no longer
tenable, and he fled to Parasoli, where he
again defended himself, and was again on
the point of surrender, when an unexpegted
88 R

accident not only saved him from exilo,
but restored him to his rights.

The mercenaries were supported at the
sole charge of Bindrabun, and as his an-
cestors left no treasury, he was compelled to
resort to the comtribution called dind from
bis subjects, fiot even exempting the hierar-
chy. Piqued at this.unusual demand, some
of the wealthiest Brahmins
with the Raja on this inlignity to the order.
But their appeals were disregarded by their
chief, whose existence depended on supplies.

The loss of influence as well as wealth being

the fryit of this disregard of their romons

strance, they had recourse to that singular.

species of revenge termed chandi, or self-
immolation, and poignarded themselves in

expostulated

Q.
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his presence, pouring maledictions on his
head with their last breath. The blood of
Brahmins now rested on the head of Bia-
drabunj even amongst hig personal friends
he laboured under a species of excommuni-
cation, and his liege lord, Madhu Sing of
Amber, in order to expiate his indirect
share in the guilt, recalled his troops, and
distributed twenty thousand rupees to the
Brahming of his own eapital. TIndur Sing
had thua time to breathe, and having col-
lected all his retainers, wisely joined the
Jeipoor army assembling under the command
of the celebrated Khoshialiram Bhora to
chastise the Rao of Macherri, who' was ex-
pelled and obliged to seeck refuge with the
Jats. In this service Indur Bing so much
distinguished himself, that, on the payment
of a nuzzerana of fifty thousand rupees, he
recovered his lost share of Khundaila, by a
regular pulta, or grant, of the Raja. '

Perpetual fouds, however, raged between
these two kings of Khundailla, each of
whom had his castle, or fortified palace,
Each day  there was war even in the gates”
of Khundaila, and-at the hazard of prolixity
we shall state how it was conducted, chal-
lenging the récurds of any civil war to pro-
duce an instance in which all the ties of
blood and kindred were more disregarded
than in this bellum plusquam civile.

Indar Sing had popularity on his side
to balance the other’s superior power, and he
was briskly pushing an attack on Oodigurh,
the castle of his opponent, when he was
Joined by Raghunath Sing, the younger son
of his foeman. This youth, who ha!l the
township of Koochore in appanage, helped
himself to three more, to relain which he

sided with hig fathor’s foe. Bindrabu, in
order to oreate a diversion,laallied out o
attack Koochore ; to oppose which, his son,
together with his ﬁephew, Pirthi Bing of
Ranolli and his retainers, withdrew from

the batteries to defend it. DBut the attack
on Koochore had already failed, and Bindra-
bun was on his reireat to regain Khun-
daila, when he was intercepted. The battle
took place outside the city, whose gates

were shut against friend and foe, to prevent ‘
a pell-mell entry. At the same time, the

seige of Qodigurh was not slackened ; it

was defended by Govind Sing the eldest son

of Bindrabun, while the batteries against

it were commanded by another near kinsman

Nahr Sing of Cherana. For several days

daily combats ensued, in which were to be

seen father and son, nncles and nephews, and
cousins within every degree of affinity,

deatroyiﬁg ench other, At length, both

parties were exhausted and compromise

ensued, in which Indur Sing obtained the

rights he had so manfally vindicated.

At this time, a dying and desultory effort
to regain his lost power was made by Nujuf
Kooli Ehan, at the head of the imperialists,
who, conducied by the traitorous Macherri
Rao, led tho royal army into the lands of
the confederacy to raise contributions, for
which he was eordially and laudably de-
tested, Nowal Sing of Nowulgurh, Bagh
Sing of Keytri, Soorajmul of Bussao, all
chieftains of the Sadhanis, unble to comply
with the requisitions, were carried off, and
retained captive till ransomed for many
lakhs of rupees ; all eventually raised upon
the impoverished husbandman and indus-
trious mexchant.
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The din of civil war having ended, the |
ministers of religion never ceased pour-
ing into the ears of Bindrabun, the nece-
ssity of expiation and oblations for the
murder of their brethren, and he was daily
sacrificing the ‘birthright of his children,
in grants of the best lands of Khundaila,
to these dromes of society, when Govind,
the heir-apparent, remonstrated, which was
followed by the abdication of Bindrabun,
who, appropriating five townships and the
impost duties of Khundaila for his support,
left the cares of government to bis son.*

Govind Sing did not long enjoy the
honours of chief of tho Raesilotes. The
year of his elevation having produced an un-
favourable harvest, at the request of his
vassal of Ranolli he proceeded to inspect the
crops preparatory to a reduction in the
assessment.  [iess superstitious than his
father, he preserved in spite of the predict-
ions of the astrologer, who told him, “to
beware the ides (amowus) of Paush,” and
not to go abroad that day. In the course
of the excursion, one of his personal attend-
ants, a Rajpoot of Kajrolli, had lost some
valuable article entrusted to his charge, and
the impetuous chief broadly taxed him with
theft. His protestations of innocence were
unavailing, aud coosidering himgelf dis-.
honoured by the imputation, which might
possibly be followed by some disgraceful
punishment, he determined to anticipate his
chief, and murdered him that night. Govind
left five soms, Nursing, Scorajmul (who
had Dodea), Bagh Sing, Jowan Sing, and
Runjeet, all of whom had families.

* His second son, Raghunath, had Koochore in

appanage,

Nursing-das, his eldest son, succeeded.
In spite of internal dissensions, occasional
chastisersent, and pecuniary exactions from
the imporial armies, or those of their imme-
diate liege lord of Amber, the confederated
frerage of Shekhavati had increased their
territory and population. = Only the shadow
of a name now remained to the empire of
the great Mogul; and their own lord-para-
mount, satisfied with a certain degree of
homage, tribute, and service on emergencies,
was little inelined to trench further upon
their national independence.
enemy had now arisen, and though of their
own faith, far iore destructive than even
the intolerant islamite.
inhabitants of the desert, who had an ocean
of sand between them and this scourge of
India, the insatiable Mahratta. After the
fatal day of Mairta, where the evil genius
of Rajpootana enabled De Boigne to give

But a new

Happy were the

the last blow to her independence, the de-
sultory hordes roved in bands throngh the
lands of the confederation, plundering, mur-
dering, and carrying off captive the principal
chiefs or their children, as hostages for
These
were dragged about after their armies, until
the hardships and indignities they under-
went made them sell every article of value,
or until the charge of keepiug, or the trouble
of guarding them, rendered their prolonged
captivity burdensome to the wandering

confributions they could not realize.

Southrouns,

Let us follow the path of the i barbarians,
and trace only ome day’s acts of outrage:
When the Mahraitas entered the lands of
the federation, soon after the battle of
Mairta, they first attacked Bae. The'

35; @L
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inhabitants, knowing that they had no hope
of merey from these marauders, fled, ecarry-
ing away all the effects they could to the
Jarger towns, while a garrison of eighty
Rajpoots took post in the little castle, to
defend the point of honour against this new
assailant. Bae was stormed ; not one  Raj-
poot would accept of quarter, and all were
put to the-sword. The enemy proceeded to
Khundaila, the route marked by similar
tracks of blood. When within two coss of
the town, the horde halted at Hodegong,
and a Pundit* was sent to Rao Indur Sing
to settle the contribution, which was fixed
at twenty thousand rupees, besides three
thousand in.ghoost (bribe), for the Brahmin
negociator, The two chiefs, who negocia-
ted on the part of the joint Rajas of Khun-
daila, proceeded with the Pundit to the
enemy’s camp ; their names were Nowal
and Duleel. As it was out of their power
to realize so large a sum, they were
aceompanied by the joint revenue officers of
Khundaila as ole, or hostage, when to their

dismay, the Southron commander demurred, |

and said thay themselves must remain. One
of the chieftains, with the sang froid which a
Rajpoot never loses, coolly replied, that

should not be, and taking his hooks from |

* The migisters of religion were the only. clerks
amongst this race of depredators, and they were not
behind the most illiterate in cnpidity, snd to say the
truth, courage, when required ; and as for skill, in
negociation, & Mshratta Brahmin stands alone: keen,
skilfal, and imperturbable, he would hawve baflled
Machiavelli himself,

+ Ghoos is literally ¢ a bribe | and no treaty or trans-
ackion was ever carried on without this stipulation. Ro
sacred was the ghoos held, from tyrant usage, that the

Teshwn winisters, when they ruled the destinies of |

their nation, stipulated that the ghoos should go to the
rrivy purse !

his attendant, began unceremoniously to
smoke, when a rude Dekhany knocked the
pipe from his band. The Thakoor's sword
was unsheathed in an instant, but ere he had
titme to nse it a Apistol-ball passed through

hig brain, Duleel Sing's party, aftempting
to avenge their companion, were cut off to
a man ; and Indur Sing, who had left
Khundaila to learn how the negotiations
sped, arrived just in time to see his clans-
men butchered. He was advised to regain
Khundaila ;. ‘ No,” replied the intrepid
Raesilote ; © better that I should fall before
the gates of khundaila than enter them
after suoh disgrace, without avenging my
kinsmen.” Dismounting from his horse,
he turned him loose, his adherents following
his example ; aud sword in hand they rushed
on the host of assassins and met their fate,
Indur Sing was stretched beside his vassals,
and, strange to say, Duleel was the only
survivor : though covered with wounds, he
was taken up alive, and carried to the hos-
tile camp,

Such was the opening scene of the length-
ened tragedy enacted in Shekhavati, when
Mahratta actors succeeeded to Phathans
and Moguls ; heirs to their worst feelings,
withont one particle of their magnanimity
or courtesy, Dut the territory of the confe-
deracy was far too narrow a stage ; eyen
the entire plain of India appeared at ono
time too restricted for the hydra-headed ban-
ditti, nor is there a principality, district, or
even township, from the Sutlej to the sea,
where similar massacres have not been
known, and but for our interposition, such
scenes would have continued to the present
hour,




