
impo- al .o ^ ru o r iterd to take possessimi 1 capacity ot the prUsoos of iujpootA'ia, of
h u t-ley  Slug entered Ms stares, sword ia j 'Atom are apt ia,form toodow ai esaraftee.
baud, drove opt the king's, garrisons, and He was the founder of the new capital, 
fWmed a league with Ajit Sing Of Mat-war | named after him Jeipoor, oi: Jeindggur, 
for their mutual preservation. j which became the seat of eoienee and art, and

I t  would be tedious to pursue this cele- | eclipsed the more imSfont Amber, w>th which 
brated Rajpoot through hja desultory military | the forlifioatjatw of the modem city unite.
Career during the forty-four years he seed- although the extremity of the one is six 
pied the paai of Amber ; enough is already miles from the other. Jeijwxir is the only 
known of it from its combination with the city in India built upon a regular plan, J
Annals of Me wav and Boondi, of which with streets bisecting each other at right 
house he was the implacable foe. Although ' angles, th e  merit of the design and oxe-
Jey Sing mixed all the troubles and war- j cution is assigned to Vedyadhar, a native
fare of this long period of anarchy, when of Bengal, one of the most eminent coad- 
tbe throne of Timoor was rapidly Crumbling jntor ot the prince in all his soientihe 
into dust, his repntaion as a soldier would pursuits, both astronomical and historfoah 
never have handed down his name with |  Almost all the Rajpoot prinoes have a smat- 
houour to prosterity ; on the contrary, his tering of astronomy, ar rather .of its spurious1 
courage had none of the fire which is re- relation, astrology; oat Jey Sing went deep . 
quisite to make a Bajpoot hero ; though his not only into the theory, but the practice 
talents for civil government, and court science, and was so esteemed for his
intrigue, in which he was the M&chiavelU of knowledge, that he was entrusted by the 
bis day, were a t that period far more notable ©mperor Mahomed bhah with the reformx- 
anxiliariea tiori of *he calender. He bad erected ob-

As a statesman, legislates, and man of servatories with instruments of his own iu- 
scieace, the character of Sowae Jey Sing vention at Dehii, Jeipoor, Oojein, Benares, 
is worthy of an ample delineation,* which aUt* Mathura, upon a scale of Asiatic 
Would correct our opinion of the genius and grandeur ; and the or results were so correct 
............ —i——-— A— ,— —:—1__— ___ as to astonish the most learned. He had

* for such a sketch, th« materials of thj Amber opart previously used such instruments m  those of
>n, abundant; to instance, only the, Caipadruom, »• Ulug Beg (the roj’al astronomer of Samar- 
miscellaneous Alary, in which every thing of note was . . .  *
written, and a collection entitled M  mh mh Soon Jr;i c an d J> W hich failed to  an sw er h isex p ec tib - 

o« o r ‘tie  one to d re d  ami nine aetioaa of Joy tkm s. F ro m  th e  observa tions o f  seven  y e a rs
Sing,’ of which I Have beard several narrated and noted. , , ' "
Hu wipmittous eorrespoKdeooe with the prices *„* at the various observatories, he eonstractei! 

chiefs of his time would alone repay the trouble of trassh- a sot Of tables. While thus engaged, he
tiou, and would throws, more perfect light on tiio maimers . °
and feelings of bis countrymea ilian tUe most labourious learUecl throuS» «' Portuguese missionary, 
iueubrat.-raa of sny European. I possess an autograph Padre Manuel, the progress which hi* 
letter of this prince, on one of the most important events - ..
of Indian history at this period, the deposit! of f e v 0 n n te  PW8U1* w a* m a k in g  in 'P o r tu g a l ,
JPeMduer. ftv a* addressed to the Bans. and heaertS “ several, skilful persons along
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v. *th him” 1* to the court of Emanuel. The ' From the resul!- of his varied obsevva- 
Ici.jor of Portugal despatched Xavier de Silva, 'ions, .Joy Sing "rirdw up a set of tables, 
who' communicated to the Rajpoot pri .1% the which ho entitled Zeij Mahamedahahi, de:'.i ■ 
tables ot De la Hire.f “ On examining and cated to that monarch ; by these, ail astro- 
cotuparing the calculations of these tables nomical computations ire yet made, and 
(says the Rajpoot prince) with actual ohser- \ almanacs constructed. It would he Wrong,
>’ation, it appeared there was an error in the ; .—while considering these labours of a prince 
formor, in assigning the moon’s place, of j who caused Euclid’s Elements, the treatises 
half a degree; although the error in the other j on plain and spherical trigonometry, “ Bon 
planets was not so great, yet the times of Juan? Napier on the*construction and.iise -of 
solar and lunar, eclipses- he% found to'come logarithms, to be translated into Sanscrit,- • 
oct later or earlier than the truth by the to omit noticing the high strain of devotion 
fourth part of a gkurry, fifteen pula (six with, which lie 'dews the wonders of the 
minutes of time).’’ In like manner, as he « Supreme Artificer;” recalling the line of 
found fault with instruments of brass used by one of our own best poets: 
the loorki astronomer, and which he con™ f'Anaqdmovt ajtronotuer is mad"
jerture* must have been such as were used Tho Rajpoot priuco thus opens his prev 
h|>.Hipparchus and Ptolemy, so he attributes f a c e P r a i s e  be to God, such that the 
the inaccuracies of 4>c la Hires tables to minutely discerning genius of thxmosfpfo;- 
instruments of “ inferior diameters. Ihe found geometers, in uttering the smallest 
Rajpoot prince might justly boast of his particle of it, may open the month in coo- 
instruments. With that at Dehli, he, in fession of inability $ and such adoration, that 
A. D. 1729, determined the obliquity of the the study and accuracy of astronomers, who 
ecliptic to be 23® 28'; within 28'- of what it measure the heavens may acknowledge their 
was determined'to be, tha . year f.Hewing, astonishment, and utter Insufficiency ! Let 
by Godin. His general accuracy was further us devote ourselves at the altar of the Sing 
put fo the test in A. I). 17!)3 by our scientific of Kings, hallowed be his name ! in the book 
countryman, Dr. W. Hunter, who compared 0f the register of whose power the lofty 
a series of observations on the latitude of orbs of heaven are only a few leaves; and 
Oojein with that established by the Rajpoot j ( § | sfcars, and that heavenly courser the 
prince. The difference was Z i"  ; and mn, small pieces of money, in the treasury 
Dr. H. does not depend on his owu obserna- 0f the empire of the Most High, 
tions Within lib', .ley Sing made the lad- » From inability to comprehend the all- 
tude 2b 10 hi.; Hr, Hunter, lb' |.encompassing beneficence of his power,

^!’ j H ipparchus is an ignorant clown, who

* I t  would be woitb wcurtknftig whether the archives j w r*n 6® th e  han^jf o( vpxatipn  ; and ip  th e  
of Lisbon refer io ti.isciromo stance, ; c o n te m p la tio n  o f  his exalted m a je s ty , P to»

t  Second edition, published in A. B. 1703, Joy Sing j r • , , , . ' ,
flaked his in A. D.IT28. j L™ Y 18 a bat* who can never strive at the

t J./King always speaks of himscif m the third person, sun of truth; the demonstrations of EtTCLB

i y l ; 'X :\ . , .f V ;- g if’?. , f



n-: all iu>iH' le u .b  of the nmol ->l b, l y  " or ana weds tiug at his owi- 
co;;tri'vance. expense, and in most capitals and cities.

‘ But 8ince ,|,e well-wisher of the works trader tbo ancient princes, there were, public 
uf creation, and the admiring spectator of charities for necessitous travellers, at which 
« 0> works ,u infinite wisdom, S eta! J et they bad their meals, and then passed on.
8 i m > f,'om tho firet llilwnin8 «f r m i  in When we consider' that Jey Sing cameo 
*lis ami dmia(f ih  Pro>?ress towards j or, his favourite pursuits m the midst of 
maturity, was entirely devoted to tho study j perpetual wars and court intrigues, from 
of mathematical science, and the bent of his whose debasing influence he escaped not 
mind was constantly directed to the solution untainted ; when amidst revolution* the ties- 
of its most difficult problems; by the aid of traction of the empire, and the meteoric 
tiie Supreme Artificer, he obtained a thorough j rise of the Maliratlas, he not only stewed 
knowledge of its principles and rules,” &c* through the dangers, but elevated Amber 

Besides tho construction of these objects above all the principalities around, wo must 
of science, he erected, at his own expense, ' admit that, ho was an extraordinary man. 

ivavanserais for the free use of travellers Aware of the approaching downfal of the 
in many of the provinces. How far vanity Mogul empire, and determined to aggrandize 
p*ay have mingled with benevolence in this" Amherfrom the wreck, he was, nevertheless, • 
act (by no means uncommon in India), it ; not unfaithful to his lord paramount , for’ 
were uncharitable, tp enquire: for the Hindu on the conspiracy which deprived Ferochser 
not only prays for all those “ who travel of empire and of life* Jey Sing was one of the 
by land or by water,’' but aids the traveller few princes who retained their fidelity, and

•* iec •< Accoiini; of the astronomical labours of ,ryj  would have stood by him to the last, if he 
Slug, Baja of Amber," by Dr, W. Hunter; (Asiatic , \  . , ' 11 '
lleaaaithes, voi. 7 p. ITT;, to whom X refer tbe reader possessed a particle of the valour which
ior tho deseription of the instruments uacd % the Kajn. belonged to the descendants of Timoor *
1 - author has seen times a t  Dehiia; :1 Mathura. There r  1 1 1 . .
is also an wamoctia! dial constructed on the terrace" of iVOOUgtl Jms been said ol his public life,
the palace of Ooih>oor, and various instruments at Kotab »*» that portion of the Annals of Me war 
and Doondi, especially an an&Ukrr solioro at the . . .  , . , ,
footer, of about five foet diameter, all, jn brats, got ip Wltd w 110 1 **e wrts so closely connected, both 
ttnder the scholars of Jey Bing, ‘ by political and family ties. The Sveds

w lw *““ ce‘w  « • ! » « * - * •  « ■ * • ' «
of one of the coadjutors of ,Tey Sing, who held the office ' their sovereign Feroehser, were too wise to<»««•»* »l ** m
nd estate) descended to tWs youug man - b«t science ' ^ en m  till the unll&ppv m onarch  to  h isZS&22 xi£: i  ** r;"ired tc v,s hei*^ ¥iaî

])'.Hs<ssed, soys D:1. if , a thorough acquaitiiauco wife the v°t!llg himsel, to his favourite pursuits,
Hindu agtronoruieal science contained in  the various W --------------— ............— ------ — ------------------------
SidKaxta* and that not confined to the inechapical * Scott, in hi; excellent history of the '-eeccasors of 
practice o f rules, but foindea on a geometrical knowledge ATOW«<fo gives a full account of this tragical event, or 
.of their demonstration. This inheritor of the m antle  of vh{o5i 1 « already touched in Tol. I. of this work';
Jar Sing died at JcipooT, soon after Dr, H unter "left 1 w*>ore 1 bare given a litera l translation of the auf. » 
iiojkti, in A, 0 ,  17!>3. ' l graph le tter of Baja Jey  Si®$ onUieocaasioa.
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Hstronomy aud history. He appears to have 1 obtained, however, with the Mahvattas was
enjoyed  three' years of uninterrupted quiet, fvon useful to bis sovereign, for by it h< 
taking no- part in' the .struggles, which retarded then excesses, which at', length 
terminated, in A. D, 1721, with Mahomed reached the capital. In a few years more 
Shah's defeat ofhis mala, and the destrcc- 1?39), Nadir Shah's invasion took
lion of the Syt-ds. At this period, Jey Sing place* and the Bajpoote, wisely alive to their 
was called from Ids philosophical pursuits, -own interests, remained aloof, from a cause 
and appointed the king’s lieu tenant for the which neither valour nor wisdom could longer 
provinces of Agra and Malwa in succession : ««rve, They respected the emperor, -but the.
and it was during this interval of compare- system. of government had -long alienated 
tive repose, that he erected those monuments these-gaUant supporters of the throne. We 
which irradiate this dark epoch of the his- «P»y exemplify the trials to which Bsjpoot 
tory of India*. Nor was he blind to the fidelity was exposed, by one of “-the hundred' 
interests of hie nation or the honour of »“<*nioe deeds of Jey Sing,” which will at 
Amber, and' Wa important office was made | the same tame serve further to illustrate the 
subservient to obtaining the repeal of that j position, that half the political and '.moral 
disgraceful edict, the jezeya, and authority to 6V*J8 which have vexed the royal houses 
repress the. infant power of the Jats, long a Bajpooiana, take their rise from poly- 
thorn i the side of Amber. Bat when, gamy.
in A.D. 1732, the Baja once more lieutenant Mabraja Bishea Sing lmd two eons, Jey 
for Malwa, saw that it was in vain to attempt Sing and Beejy Sing. The-mother of 
to check the Mahratia invasion, or to pro- Beejy Sing, doubtful of hi:-, safely, sent him 
vent the partition of the empire, he deemed to her own family in Keechiwarra. When 
himself justified in consulting the welfare of ho had attained man’s- estate, ho was sent 
his own house. We know not what terms to court, and by bribes, chiefly of jewels 
Joy Sing entered into with the Mabratta presented by his mother, ho obtained the 
leader, Baj’-ow, who, by his. influence -was patronage of Kuinurodjc Khan, the vizier-, 
appointed Soohadar of Malwa j we may, At first hie ambition was limited to the 
however, imagine it was from some more demand of Bnsswa, one of the most fertile 
powerful stimulant than the native historian districts of Amber, as an appanage : which 
of this period assigns, namely, “ a similarity being acceded toby his brother and sovereign;, 
of religion.’’ By this conduct, Jey Sing is Jey Sing, he was stimulated by hid mother 
said emphatically, by h is. own countrymen, to make still higher- demands, and to oiler 
to have given the key of Hindustan to the the sum of five crores of rupees and a Con- 
Seutbron. The influence his character tingent of five thousand horse, if he might

■ fished to"K. ». 1728, s"PPlant hia brother o<» ‘fie ‘fifone of Amber,
and that he bad oqcnpkd himself seven y«»» previous^- The vizier mentioned it to the emperor, 
in she necewarjr observations* in. feet, the first quint ; _ ci„.» e

A Mahomed Shah's reign. «  indeed that Ind ia  *  !C ***** * h a t  * * « » *  b e  h* ' 
h»i known for centuries. fulfilment of the contract j the vizier offered

l-i ] '■ - 'N ' - ' \ * "... ;;



his ov'u guarantee, and the mnnudi of ratified it with an oath, and presented it 
Amber were actually preparing, which were with lull powers to the chiefs to act for him. 
thuja to unseat Joy Siag, when Irisjpuyri The Pamh (council) of Amber seti't their 
hi(dul bhae, Khandoran Khan, informed ministers to Beejy Sing, provided with all 
Kbparam, tlie .Teipoor envoy at court, of the necessary arguments ; but the prince 
what was going on. The intelligence pro- replied, he had no confidence in'the promises 
dueetl consternation at Amber, since or protestations of his brother. B or them- 
Kurourodin was all-powerful. Jey  Sing's solves, and - in the name of the hm>ak kotn 
dejection became manifest on reading the Amber m  (the twelve great families), they 
letter, and he handed it to tha confidential gave their * seeta-rem.’ or security ; adding 
•Nazir, who remarked, “ it waff an affair in that if Jey Sing aw am d from his engage- 
which foree could not be .used, in. which ments, they wore his, and would themselves 
wealth was useless, and which must be decided place him on the gadi of Amber, 
by stratagem'* alone; and that the conspi- He accepted their interposition and the 
racy could bo defeated only through the grant, which being explained to im  patron, 
conspirator.. At the Nazir's, recommendation he was by no means satisfied ; .laeverthelbse 
he convened bis principal, chiefs, Moftur. he ordered Khandoran and K%>araui to 
Sing, chief of the Nathtiwuts ?f Deep Sing, accompany him, to see him indneted in hh .. 
Khombani, of Bhansko |  Zoora vur Sing, new' appanage of Buastra. The chiefs, 
Soobnrunpota; Himtnaf Sing, Narooka, anxious to reconcile the brothers, obtained 
Koosul Sing of Jhulaye ; Bhojraj of Moza- Beejy Stag’s assent, to a meeting, and as he 
bad, and Futteh Sing of Maoli ; and thus declined going to Amber, ChomoO was pro- 
addressed them on the difficulties of hie posed and agreed to, but was afterwards 
position; "Y ou placed me on the gadi ol changed to the town of Sanganair, six miles 
Amber ; and my brother, who would be satis- south-west of Jeipoor, where Beejy Sing 
tied with Bnsswa, has Amber forced spoil pitched his tents. As Jey Sing was 
him by the Nawab Kumuroditi.” They quitting the durbar to give his brother the 
advised him to bo of good cheer, and they meeting, the Narir entered with a message 
would manage the affair, provided he was from the queen-mother, to know, “  why her 
sincere in assigning Bnsswa to his brother, eyes should not he-blessed with witnessing 
He made out the p rin t at the moment, the meeting and reconciliation of the two

•Thejlite i i t fn  haring on' three tff'j&r-pw. Lal)i$.’'* The Raja referred'the request to
dicaweuts, which f  bon owed originally from Menu, »ud th e  c h ie f s ,  w h o  s a id  t h e r e  c o u ld  b e  n o
repeated by the great Kajpout ornclf. the Hard Cbiuid)
govern all hu»)«v> event . ehm.i, <ian, h M , dmd, -,\gu- o b je c tio n
raonts, sifts, stratagem,force. ’ The Na.vir prepared the m ahado le , with

t  premier noble of this bouse three hundred chariots for the females 5 but
<M is Batoombrsv of Mewar, and the AbWa chief of , • • ‘ ,  , . . . .  , ,
Marww), Bad te&mliiariy called t h e o f  a  dm - r o y a l  l i t t e r  c o n t a i n i n g  th e

His residence is Chorooo, which is toe place of tender,- * .£«?/« is »•< epithet of endeMiment used by all classes
tons of the feudality of Amber, whenever they league of Hindus towards their children, from the Sanscrit 
against the sovereign. larla.
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queen-mother, it was occupied by O yui | of the queen-mother, blit in the iron gripe 
Sen, the Bhatti chief, and each covered j of the gigautir Bhnt.ti, who lurian'ly bound 
chariot contained two chosea Silkhposhians, him hand and Toot, and placing 'him in the 
or men at arms. Not a soul but the Nazir mnhadole, the mock Ibnialo procession wHh 
and his master were aware of the treachery, their prisoner returned to Amber. In au 
The procession left the capita! ; money mu- hour, tidings were conveyed to Jey Sing of 
scattered with profusion by the attendants ' the prisoner being safely lodged in the 
of the supposed queeu-mother, to the people castle, whew he rejoined the conclave of his 
who thronged the highways, rejoicing at the chiefs ; who on seeing him enter alone, 
approaching conclusion: of these fraternal attended by' some of the ‘ men at arms,1 
feuds, stated at each other, and asked. “ what had

A messenger having brought the in- become of X$eejy Siag ?’*—“ Hmmra pan 
telligence that the queen^motlier had arrived myn”, ‘ in my belly!’ was the reply. “ W;e 
at the palace of Sangauair, the Baja and '.are both the sons -of Bishen Sing, and I the 
his chiefs mounted to join her, The brothers eldest. If  it is your wish that ho should rule, 
first met and embraced, when Jey Sing then slay me and bring him forth. For 
presented die grant of Busswa, saying, with you I  have forfeited my faith, for - should 
some warmth, that if bis brother preferred Beojy Sing have introduced, as assuredly 
ruling at Amber, he would abandon his he would, your enemies and mine, you must, 
birth-right and take Busswa. Beejy Sing have perished.” Hearing this, the chiefs 
overcome with this kindness, replied, that wore amazed ; but there war-no remedy, ai d 
“ all Ins wants were satisfied. ? When the they left the palace in silence. Outside 
time to separate had arrived, the Nasir were encamped eix thousand imperial horse, 
eorne into tho court with a message from furnished by 1 he vizier as the escort of Beoj v 
the queou-mother, to say, that if the chiefs Sing, whose commander demanded v h (; 
would withdraw she would come and sea bad become of their trust, Jey Sing replied, 
her children, or that they might epme to “  I t  was no affair of theirs”, and desired 
her apartment. Jey Sing referred his them to be gone, «fo> he would request their 
mother’s wish to the chiefs, saying he had horses of them”. They had no alternative 
,10 v, ill but tlieus. Having advised the out to retrace their steps, and thus was 
brothers to wait on the queen-mother, they Beejy Sing made prisoner,? 
proceeded hand in hand to the interior of Whatever , opinion the moralist may 
the maid, When arrived a t the door, attach to this specimen of ”  tho hundred 
dey Sing, taking his dagger from his girdle, and nine goon” of the royal arironotner of 
delivered it to an eunuch, saying, “ what Amber, which might rather be styled gobnstf 
occasion for this here?” and Beejy Sing, (vice) than goon (virtue), no one will deny
no., to be outdone in confidence, followed * I havemadfia perhafiw translation of tlii*£?(,(,« 
bis example. As the Nazir closed the door, f This is* singular instance of making tlie privative

c- Suli4.il- n? . . affix instead of • praiix ,• 'without virtue.'Be^y Sing found himself, not m the embrace vTouid w th3 „ Z  forn,

1
■ C . ■ 1 ‘ "• v 1 . ; . ,v 7 id ■AA'ii'S-b S'?.
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that it M i done in a most' tie stefTy manner,. j Ajmer. Iho Shoktkviift confederation was 
and •’••here clad or stratagem is a necessary superior to, and iudepeadeif of, the p«rent 
expedient, did honour to the. talents of Jey state, whose boundaries were as follows.
Sing and the Nazir, who alone, says the ‘The royal (hunm (garrison; of Chatsoo, to 
narrative, were accessary to the plot. In  the south;.; those.of Sambbur to. the the west, 
this instance, moreover, it was perfectly and Hnstinah to die . north-w estw hile to 
justifiable ; for with the means and influence the east, Deosah and Bussao formed ifs 
oi tho vizier to support him, Beejy S lag frontier. The kotribmds, as they denominate 
must, sooner or later, have supplanted bis the twelve great feudalities, possessed but 
brother The IV te of Boejy Sing is not stated, very slender domains, and were held cheap 

The Cud; vaha state, aaffoll as its capita! by the great vassals of Mcwar, of whom'the 
owes evuiy thing to Jey Sing: before his Saloombra chief was esteemed, even by the 
time, it had little political weight beyond first Peahwa, as the equal of the prince, of 
that which it acquired from the personal the Cuehwahas.
chut actor oi its princes, end their estimation Bajore was a city of great antiquity, 
at the Mogul court. Yet, notwithstanding the capital of a potty State called D- oti, 
the in innate connexion which existed between ruled by a chief of the Birgoojurs tribe, rig- 
the Anther Rajas and the imperial family, scended, like the Cuehwahas, from Rama, 
from Baber to Arungzeb, their patrimonial but through Lao, the elder son. Tho Bir- ' 
estates had been very little enlarged since goojurs of Bajore had obtained celebrity ‘
Pnjoon, the ootemporary of tho last Rajpoot amongst the more modern Rajpoots, by their 
emperor < f L'elhi. Nor was it till the invincible repugnance to matrimonial alii- 
troubles which ensued on the demise of ance with the Mahomedans; and'while the 
Arungzeb, when the empire was eventually Cuehwahas set the degrading example, and 
partitioned, that Amber was entitled to the. by so doing eventually raised themselves to 
name o; a mj. During those troubles, affluence, the Birgoojur ‘ conquered renown 
-' ey Sing’s power, as tho king’s lieutenant in the song of tho bard,’ by performing the 
in Agra, which embraced hie hereditary gala in defence of his honour. While, 
domains, gave him ample opportunity to therefore, Sowae Jey Sing ruled as a viceroy 
enlarge and consolidate his territory, Tho over kingdoms, the Birgoojur was serving 
manner in which he possessed himself of with his .contingent with the 'liyem, and at 
the independent districts of Deoti and Ra~ the period in question, in Anopsbeher, on the 
j ore, affords an additional insight info the Ganges When absent on duty, the safety 
national character, and that of this prince. of Bajore depended on his younger brother.

At the accession of-ley Sing, the raj of One day, while preparing for the chase of the 
Amber consisted only of the three pergunnas wild boar, ho became so impatient for his 
or districts of Amber, D&osah, and Bussao ; dinner, that his sister-in-law remarked, “  one 
the western tracts bad been sequestrated, would suppose-you were going to throw a 
and added to the royal domains attached to lance at Joy Sing, you arc in such ,} hurry.”
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This was touching a ibpdhr subject, lot it * you have wounded the cmnom pd -nako, 
will H ' recollected that the first territory in and hare given water to the state af Rnptre.”  '
the pbi-is obtained by the Qtieh vahas, on Sh® knew that a pretext alone was 'wanting
■Fat migration from Nurwar, was Deosah, to Jey Sing;, and this was now unhappily
a Bii.»oojojr possession. ,: By Thakoor-ji given. W ith the advice of the eldere,. (be
(tbs lord), I shall do so, ore I  eat from your females and she children were sent to the
h.«nds again,” was the fierce reply. W ith  Raja at Anop.sheber,* anti the c a s t le s  cf Deoti
'on horsemen he teft llajore, and took post and Jtyjore were prepared for'the' storm. •
mdnr'&udhoolkote, or ‘ mud walls,’ of Amber. On the third day after the- boot) wetter,
But weeks and months fled ere he found -ley Sing, in a full meeting of his chiefs,
an opportunity to execute his threat j he related the it to stance, and held out
gradually sold all bis homes, and was obliged the'deem.against- Deoti • iniUMoIsnn Sing >-.|'
to dismiss bis attendants. Still he lingered, Ohompo warned hie prince of the risk of
ami sold his clothes, and all his arms, except such an attempt, as the Birgo. jur oj&cf va-,
his ;-pear j he had been three days without not only estimated at court, but then served
tood, when ho sold half his turban fo ra  with his contingent. This opinion of the %1
amah That, day, Joy Sing left the castle chief noble of Amber alarmed the assembly, '.
by the road called motjfy a circuitous path and none were eager to seek .the dangerous
to avoid a bill. lie  was in his iock&iaiun ,* distinction. A month passed, and war
ns tie passed, a spear was dull vend, which against: Deoti was again proposed; but-hone
lodged in the corner of the litter. A of the Kotnbunde seeming inclined to oppose
hundred .swords flew out- to slay the assassin .i the opinion of their ostensible head Fiuteh
but the Raja called aloud to take him alive, j Sing Bunbeerpota, the chieftain of ono
and carry him to Amber. When brought ! hundred and fifty vassals, accepted the
before him and asked who. he was, and the j !>eera, when five thousand horse* were -Ordered
cause of such an act, ho boldly replied, “  I  ! to assemble under his command. Hearing
am the Deoti Birgoojur, and threw the th*t the llirgoojur had left Bajore to cole- "
spear at you merely from some Words with bratc the festival of Gunge,re, he moved
lny Bhobec ; either kill or release me.” H e towards him, sending on feme messengers
related howriong he had lain in wait for with « the compliments of Futteh Sing
him, and added, that “ had he not, been Bunbeerpota, and that he was at hand"’
four days without food, the spear - would The young Birgoojur, who, little expecting
h..u-c done its d u ty ” Jey Sing, with politic any hostile visitation, was indulging during
magnanimity, freed Am from restraint, this festive season, put the heralds to death
gave him a horse and dress of honour(Hwlat^ and with his companions, completely taken
and sent him, escorted by fifty horse, in by surprise, was in turn cut to pieces by-
safety to Rajore.” Having told his ad- the Jeipoor troops. The Rani of Rajore
von taro to his sister-in-law, she. • replied, .......... —  — —-----— —---------
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was the aihtoi1 of tho Cuchwaha -'hief of the i, ailitio n l eluoniohjs -n Amber do not 
Chorno©; she was about;-giving a pledge .declare, ' though they nibfttinn frequent 
of affection to .her absentlord, when Bajore appeals from Joy Sing 'drunk, to Jey  ding 
was surprised and tan in. Addressing ihe sober: one anecdote lias already been 
victor, Futteh Sing, she said, d1 Brother, related.-'
give me the gift (dan > of my womb ;* but In spite of his many defects, Jey Sing’s 
suddenly recollecting that her own unwise name is destined'-to descend to posterity as 
speech bail occasioned this-loss- of her child’s ; one of the most remarkable men of his age 
inheritance; exclaiming, Why should 1 and nation.
preserve life to endenger feuds?” she Un-til Jey Sing's time, the palace of Amber,

'sheathed a dagger in her bosom and ex- built by ’the great Baja Maun, inferior to 
pired. The heads of the anguished Birgoo- many private houses in the new city, w*4 
jnrs were tied up- in handkerchiefs, and site- the chief royal residence. The Mm,a Baja 
pending them from their -.a.ddle-horse's, the made several additions to it, but these we-.; 
victors returned to their prince, who sent trifles compared with the edifice addedf"-hy 
for that of his intencied assassin, the young -So was jey  Sing, which has made the resi- 
r-mgoojnr chieftain. As soon as Mohun donee of the Guchwaha princes as celebrated 
hing recopni/i d the (caturea ol his kinsman, as those of Bocndi or- Oodipoor, or, to morrow 
tii° tears poured clown his face. Jey Sing, a more appropriate comparison, the Kremlin 
recollecting the advice of Ibis, the first noble at Moscow. It was in S. 1.7S4 (A. X>. 1728) '
oi his court, which delayed his revenge, a that he. laid the foundation of Jeipoof. Raja 
ivhole month, called his griettreason, and Mull was the mosaheh, Kirparam the sta-
npbraided him, sayh *, "when the spear, tiouary vakeel a t Dchli, and Boodh Sirir
was levelled fu my destruction, no tear Rhombani. with tbp oorrfop, or royal camp,
feil.' He sequestrated Chomoo, and -banished in the-. Dekhan : all eminent inert. Tito
baa from Dhocradar : the chief-found refuge position he chose for the now capital enabled 
with the Lana at Oodipoor. “ Thus (says him to connect it with the anclept castle of. 
the mannsoript) did Joy Sing dispossess Amber, situated upon a peak at the apex of 
the fbrgoqjur of Deoti and Bajore, which the re-entering angle of the range .Called 
were anded to his dominions .- they embraced Kkali^kho; a strong circnmvaJldtion enclosed 
all the tract now called Macherri,”* the gorge of the mountain, and was carried

Amongst the foibles of Joy Sing’s character over the: crest of the hills, on either side, to 
was his partiality to “ strong drink.’* What unite with the castle, whilst al! iho adjoining 
this beverage was, whether the juice of the passes were strongly fortified. • 
rxadhu (mead), or the essence (ara*) office, “« A u 'n ti^^ w w . v 5 7 n $ fH  7

'  T~ ; . “* — ----Ir—rrrti-r-----  f  TUi* manusoript says, “  On the spot where ‘be first
Kajore is osteeirr!-i a ijiace of g-reat and the Jej- Sihg erected the three mailt, .ami excavated • the

chief seal of the Birgoojur tribe for ages . a tribe rue a- tank called the. Talintimr,' he erected other efl jfidt/S.'’ 
tiemeu with high respect la the works ot the i-ard Chund, As .Hindu ■ princes sever : firovr down the works of their 
-m-.i ci-.lebrateu in tho wais of Pirihw.tsj. •-1 sent * party predecessors, this weans that he added greatly to tiw, 
to Kajorein 1813- old palace.

I | • 11 1 Hpi *.11 \ ■.
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■v% 7 . ' : ^  320 ASTRALS OF AMBKR. ^

„  ,|g r v- - . ------ .......................... . II I iK.i ii.Mn. i i .jiin i i M u ii. j fi ' iaB -’- • w w f ' - w * . .  u '. iW L !"  r  ■*<*•»«■»•«. «•

The sumptufiry la ws which he endeavoured . truction on all who had attempted it, from 
to establish throughout liajpootuna for j the days of Janmejathe Pawn;, to Jciohnnd, 
the regulation orummages, inord.br to check ‘ the last Fnjpoot monarch of Cnnouj Tt " .w 
those lavish expenses that led 1,0 inland- ; n virtual assumption of universal supre- 
< td» and satii, will ho again called iocth rnaey ; and although, perhaps, in virtue of 
when the time is ripe for the abijitioih of all his office, as the satrap of Delhi, the horse 
each unhallowed acts For l1 is end, search i dedicated to the suit might .have wandered 
should be made for the historical legends unmolested- on the banks of the Ganges, he 
called the ‘ hundred and nine acts.’ in the would most assuredly have found his way 
archives of Jeipoor, to which ready access into a Rahtore stable had he roamed in the 
could he obtained, a n d  which should be direction of the detect: at the risk both of 
ransacked for all the traces of this great jera and gadi (life and throne), the Ham 
mans’ min.!.* l ik e  all Hindus, ho was would have seized him, had ho: fancied the 
tolerant; and a Brahmin, a Mahomedan, or pastures of the Ghumbul.* He erected a 
a Jain, were alike certain of patronage, The 1 'sacrificial hall of much beauty-and splendour,
J a i n s  e n jo y e d  h is . p e o u ia *  e s t im a t io n ,  fro m  i w h o se  c o lu m n s  a n d  c e il in g s  w e re  c o v e re d  

th e  s u p e r io r i ty  o f  th e i r  k n o w le d g e , a n d  h e  is , w ith  p la te s  o f  s i l v e r ;  n o r  is  i t  im p ro b a b le  

s a id  to  n a v e  b e e n  th o r o u g h ly  c o n v e r s a n t  j t h a t  th e  s te e d , e m b le m a tic  o f Swga, m a y  

b o th  i n  th e ir  d o c tr in e #  a n d  th e i r  h i.u o rie s . j h a v e  b e e n  led  ro u n d  th e  h a l l ,  an  'if tc r -  

V id h y a d h tn , o n e  o f  id s  c h ie f  co a d ju to r--  in  j w a r d s  s a e n f ie d  t o  th e  so la r  d iv in i ty .  T h e  

t .i s  a s tro n o m ic a l p u r s u i ts ,  a n d  w h o se  g e n iu s  j F i / W a  o f  J e y  S in g ,  one o f  th e  g r e a t  o rn a -  ,

p la n n e d  th e  c i ty  o f  J e ip o o r ,  w a s  a  J a i n ,  a n d  m e n ts  o f  the* c i ty ,  w a s , h o w e v e r ,  s t r ip p e d  o f  

c la im e d  s p ir i tu a l  d e s c e n t  -from  th e  c e le b ra -  j i t s  r ic h  d e s e c ra tio n  b y  hia p ro f lig a te  d escen - 

te d  H e m a c h n r y a ,  o f  N e h rv a lla ,  m in is te r  a n d  1 d a n t ,  th e  la te  J u g g t  B in g , w h o  h a d  n o t  th e  

s p i r i tu a l  g u id e  o f  b is  n a m e s a k e , th e  g r e a t  j g r a c e  ev e n  o f  E e h o b o a m , to  r e p la c e  th e m  

B id ra j J e y  S in e . f  j w ith  in fe r io r  o r n a m e n ts ; '  a n d  th e  n o b io

A m o n g s t . th e  v a n it ie s  o f  th e  fo u n d e r  o f  t r e a s u r e s  o f  le a r n in g  .w h ich  J e y  S in g  h a d  

A m b e r , i t  is  s a id  t h a t  h e  in te n d e d  to  g e t  c o lle c te d  fro m  e v e r y  q u a r te r ,  th e  a c c u m u ia -  

u p  th e  c e re m o n y  o f  th e  aswameda ynga, o r  te d  re s u lts  o f h is  o w n  re s e a rc h  a n d  th a t  o f  

s a c r if ic e  o f  th e  h o r s e ,’ a  r i t e  w h ic h  h is  h is  p re d e c e sso rs , w e re  d iv ided , h i io  tw o  p o f -  

r e s c a r c h  in to  th e  t r a d i t io n s  o f  Ida  n a t io n  tio n s , an d  o n e  h a l f  w as g iv e n  t o  a  co m m o n  

m  u s t  h a v e  in fo rm e d  h im  h a d  e n ta i le d  d e s-  p ro s t i tu te ,  th e  fa v o u ra to  o f  th e  d a y . T h e  

. _._____  ------------------------- ---------------- --------- :------ m o s t  r e m a rk a b le  M B S . w e re ,  tilt, la te ly ,
* B? «»«& researches we should in alt iiroW M ny h a w k j ab o u t Jeipor. 

recover those sketofccs of aneient history of the various . . _  ,,A
OyiM»tie» .,f Kajphotana, which he Is said to  have j S o w a e  J e y  Sing d ie d  m  b . 1 < 9 9  (A .i»

§ c’oiu.;tca with great pains and labour, amt th« ?» '••• t7 4 3 ) ,  h a v in g  ro l le d  fo rty -fo u .r y e a r s .  T h re e
lwriaj ol the old races, »md«v the titles o< Xtajaralt and ; /»  ®

Jtaj Taring^ ■. besides, the astronomical w -rks, cither o f  lu s  w ives a n d  s e v e ra l c o n c u b in e s  a se e n -  
• dligiaat or translation*, ac t U3 were c 'heeled by Jay ,{C!'t h is  fu n e ra l p y re ,  OH w h ic h  SCICUCe 0X»

Sins, w o u l d a  real gift to science. . . . . .
t He ruled from 8. 1160 to S. 1201, A. D. 1094-1140. p i r e d  With him.

* fee Vol. I. for a description c-ttbe rite o tjM o m tO i

;*?><-' m  m f f i m B  '■ m - $;■>'. 7 ■ ._i - • ■ . , < ; ■ !  ■£.£ -'Vm n’p , <*/.- ,/©fife*'
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CH A PTER 111 . "

The Rajpoot league.— Amrandicement of Amber,-Eesuri Sing nsceeede.-Intestine troubles 
prodded ly polygon7,*— Madhu S in g .- fU  Jo ts,-T heir Rajas.-Violation of the
Amber territory by the Jatf.... Battle, line of Maoherri,--■■Decline of U  l.uekmha power
after the death "of Madhu. S in g .-P ir tk d  Sing. -P ertap  Sing.-Intrigues at hie court.-  
The stratagems of Kkooshialiram., and the Machern chief. — Death of Tw os the ieeiban, 
paramour f f  the P at-R ani-B roils with the Mahratt«s.-Pertap oito-m majority, and
mins the victor*; o f Tonga.-H it diffmdti.es.....Exactions 6/ the Mahratta-.— Jupgut Sing.—
'ilk  fdUks a.,I despicable character.-Makes Mas-caphoor, his concubine, queen of half 
Amber.— Project to depose Mm prevented by a timely sacrifice.-Mohan Sing elected hit

successor. : ’?f$f * < 1 ) * > ' , i f  * ' “Vj

The league formed at this time by the i«ue to the unfortunate Eesuri Sing, *ho 
three chief powers of Rajpootana has already was not calculated lor the times, being totally 
been noticed in the aunais of Mower. I t  deficient in that nervous energy of character, 
was one of self-preservation ; and while the without which a Itojoot prince can enforce 
Rah tores added to Mar war from Gtrazerat, no respect. His conduct on the Abdalh 
the Cucbw.dv.is consolidated all the districts invasion admitted the construction of cowar- 
in their neighbourhood under .Amber. The dice, though ?hi* retreat from the field of 
Shekhcvati federation was compelled to battle, when the commander-in-chief, Kamn, 
become tributary- and but for the rise of rodia Khan, was killed, might have been 
the Jate, the state of Jeipoor would have ascribed, to political motives, wera if not 
extended from the lakh of Sambhur to the recorded that his own wife received him 
Jumna with gibes aud reproaches. There is every

Eesuri Sing succeeded to a well-defined appearance of >1 ey Sing having repented of 
territory, heaps of treasure, a n  efficient ; his engagement or. obtaining the hand >f 
ministry, and a good army ; but the seeds the Seesodia princess, namely, that her 
of destruction lurked in  ̂the social edifice issue should succeed, as he hud it -ns k °  
so lately raised, and polygamy was again time given an appanage unusually large to 
the immediate, agent. lfiesuri Stag was the Madhu Sing, viz. the tour pergunnah- of 
stlrceaaessor of Jey Sing, according to the Touk, Rampoora, Phaggi, and M.Jpoora. 
fixed laws of primogeniture ; but Madha The Ranaalso, who supported ins nephews 
Sing, & younger son, born of a princess of claimd, assigned to him the rich fid of 
Mewar, possessed conventional rights which Rampoora Bhanjioora in Mower, which as 
vitiated those of birth. These have already j  well as Tonk Rampoora, constituing a petty 
been discussed, as well as their disastrous I sovereignty, were, with eighty-four lakH®
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(£840,000 .-••‘oi-liug), evcu'-uaiiy made over gimd haunts in Sogdiaua. The name 6 f the 
to Hoiflar for supporting his claims to the Cincinnati!* of the Jats, who abandoned .his 
4 cushion’ of Jeipoor The consoquouoo of plough to lead iiis countrymen against, their 
this barbarous intervention in the inter- tyrants, was Choorauum. Taking ad van- 
national quarrels of the Rajpoots annihilated tage of the sanguinary civil wars amongst 
the certain prospect they had of national successors of A rnngzeb, they erected petty 
independence, on the breaking up of the castles in the villages (whose lands they oul- 
jprapire, and subjected them to. a thraldom tivated) of Thoon and Sirisiai, and soon 
still more degrading, from which a chance obtained the.distinction of htzzafo, or ‘ rob- 
of redemption is now offered to them. hers,’ a title which they were not slow to

Madhu Sing, on hia accession, displayed merit, by their inroads as far as the royal 
greai vigour of mind, and though faithful abode of Ferocbser. The Syeds, then in 
to bir< engagements, ho soon shewed the power, commanded Jey Sing of Amber to 
Mahrattas ho would admit of no protracted Attack them in their strong-holds, and Thoon 
interference in nis affair? ; and had not the and Sinsini were simultaneously invested, 
rising power of the .Tata, distracted bis But the date, even in the very infancy of 
attention and divided his resources, he would, their power, evinced the same obstinate skill 
lu  • his life been prolonged, iri conjunction in defending mud walls, which, in later times 
with the Bahtores, have completely humbled gained them so much celebrity. The royal 
their power. But this near enemy cm- astronomer of Amber was foiled, and after 
barrassed alibis plans. M though the history twelve months of toil, was ingloriouslv com- 
of the Jats is now well known, it may not pelled to raise both sieges, 
be impertinent shortly to commemorate the Not long after this event, Buddun Sing, 
rise of a power, which, from a rustic con- the younger brother of Choorauum, and a 
dition, in little more thau half a century was joint proprietor of the land, was for some 
aide to baffle the armies of Britain, led by the misconduct placed in restraint, and had re 
most popular commander it ever had in the maiued so far some years, when, through 
E a s t; for till the siege of Bburtpore the name the intercession of Jey Sing and the guar - 
of Lake was always coupled with victory. an tee of the other Bhomia Jats, he was 

The Jats* are a branch of the great Getic liberated. His first act was to fly to Amber 
race, of which enough has been said in and to bring its prince, at the head of art 
various parts of this work. Though reduced j army, to invest Thoon, which, after a gallant 
from the rank, they once had amongst the j defence of mx months, surrendered was 
* thirty-six royal races,’ they appear never [ raved to the ground. Chooramuh and his 
to have renounced the love of independence, ! sou, Mohkun Sing, effected their escape, 
which they contested .with Gyrus in their ori- and Buddun Sing was proclaimed chief of 

* it has been seen how the Tadu-Bimta princes, when the Jats, and installed, us Raja, by Jey Sing.
S r  f  T caak 1, K'ipw';S' 1  *« the town of Dccg, destined also in after
and Tati, jit, or Gete ;acos. ■ times to have its share of fame.
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Buddua Sing had a numerous progeny, of Macberri, Jow: Lir Sing, in A. H. 1182, 
and tour of bis sons obtained notoriety. vie. having jn vain solicited the district, of 
Soorajmull, Subharam, Pertap Sing, and Kamomi, manifested his resentment by 
Beernaraiu- Buddcn Sing subjected several instantly marching through the' JVipapr 
of the royal districts to his authority. He territories to the sacred lake of Poshkttr, 
abdicated his power in' 'favour of his elder without any' previous intimation. He there 
son, SoorajproU, having in .'the first instance met Raja Beejy Sing of jlarwar, who, in 
assigned the district of Wayr, on which ho spite of his Ja t origin, condescended to 
had constructed a fori, to his son Pertap. “ exchange turbans,” the sign of friendship- 

Soor&jmull inherited alt the turbulence and fraternal adoption. At. this period, 
and energy requisite to carry on the plans of Madhu Sing’s health was on the decline, 
his predecessors, His first act was to dis- and his counsels were guided by two j
possess a relative, named Ktiirna, of the castle brothers, named Hursne and Goorsae, who 
of Bhurtpoor,. afterwards the celebrated represented the insulting condut of the Ja t 
capital of the Jats. In the year S. 1820 and required instructions. They were 
(A. D. 1764), Soorajmull carried his auda commanded to address him a letter warn- 
city so for as to make an attempt upon the ing him uot to return through,-the territories 
imperial city but here his career was cut- of Amber, and the chiefs were desired to 
short by a party of Hal odd horse, who slew assemble their retainers in order to punish 
him. while enjoying the chase. He had a repetition of the insult But the Ja t. who 
live sons, vie. Jowahir Sing, Button Sing, had determined to abide the consequences,
Ne.wul Sing,, Nahtir Sing, Runjeet Sing, paid no regard to the letter, and returned 
and also an adopted son, named Hurdeo homewards by the same route. This was a 
Buksh, picked up while hunting. Of these justifiable ground of quarrel, and the united 
five sons, the first two were .by a wife of the Kotribunds marched to the encounter, to 
Koprnti* tribe ; the third was by a wife of maintain the pretensions of thoir cqubstraiu 
the Malin.i or horticultural class ; while the order against, the plebeian Jat. A desperate 
others were by Jutni’s, or women of Ins own conflict ensued, which, though it terminated 
race. n- favour of the Ouchwahas, \ud in the

Jowahir Sing, who succeeded, was the flight of the leader of the Jats, proved des- 
contemporary cf Raja Madhu Sing, whose rructive to Amber, in the Joss of almost every 
reign in Jeipoor wo have just reached ; chieftain of bote.*
and to the Ja t’s determination to measure r— •—---------------— »---- ----------------— —   
™„r i ,  w i a « .
frustration of his schemes for humbling Rutturt Sifafj the brother oi Jowahir, suooeiQod 'him. 
the Mahratta, but the dismemberment of Ae. was aasasuituwed hr a Gosen- Brahmin .fcoin Bia«r.s.„

, , .. , , ' bund. who had undertaken. to tewh the Jat; prince the.
the country b y  the defee urn u! the chief j^aos^'utatrbn of metal*,; stud had obtained considerable 

* the koormi ( the Koolaibi ot' the fckhau > is pe? sums on pertence at preparing the ptocew. Finding I'hn 
h»pa tht most, numerous, next to the Jats, of all the d»y anive oir whioh he was to coamenao operations, and 
agricultural classes, which would reveal his impa uue, he had no w a/ot

i  ,v. y’; , ) ,  cvfi.; . Ai if/ ' A  y y  .1 ^
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This battle hjs the indirect causa of (Iio j Madhu Sing died of a dysentery, after a
formation of Maeberri into an independent, : rule of seventeen years. Had he boon
state, which a few wotds will explain. Per- spared, in all human probability he w> uld
tap Bing, of the Narooka elan, held the have repaired the injurious effects of the
fief of Macherri ; for some fault he was contest which gave himthe gtdi of Amber ;
banished the country by Madlm Sing, and but a minority, and its accustomed anarchy,..
•led to Jowabu Bing, from whom he obtained made his death the point from vrhifek' the
Sir** {sanctuary), and lands for his main- Quchwahn power declined. Hs built several
teuftnee. The ex-chieftain of Macherri had, cities, of which that called after him Madbu-
as conductors of his household affairs and poor, near the celebrated fortress of ilin-
hi» agents at court, two celebrated men, tb umber, the most secure of the commercial
Khooshialiratn* and Nundratn, who now cities of Raj warm is (he most remarkable.
shared his exile amongst the .Tats. Though He inherited no small portion of his father's
enjoying protection and hospitality at love of science, which continued to make
Bhurtpoor. they did not the less feel the Jeipoor the resort of learned men, so as to
national insult, in that the Jat should dare eclipse oven tho sacred Ben area.
thus unceremoniously to traverse their Pirthi Sing IT., a minorSj sueeeded, under
country Whether the chief saw in this the guardianship of the mother of his
juncture an opening for reconciliation with younger brother, Pertap. The queen-regent,
his liege Lord, or that a pure spirit of patrio- a Ohondawuini, was of an ambitious and re-
tisu| alone influenced him, he abondoned the solute character, but degrated by liar para
place of. refuge, and ranged himself at his mour, Feeroz, a Feelban, or ‘ el .phaut-diivi r.’
old post, under the standard of Amber, on whom she made member of her council, \V. A
the eve of tho battle, to the gaining of which which disgusted the chiefs. who alienated ;§*X
he contributed not n little. For this opppr- themselves from court'and remained at their

4un« act of loyalty his past error were for- estates. Determined, however to dispense " :
given, arid Madhu Sing, who only survived with their aid, she entertained a mercenary
that buttle four days, 'restored him to his army under the celebrated Umlaji, - with
favour and his fief of Macherri, which she enforced the collection of thb
.......  — — ;----------— —  -----  ----------  revenue, Arut Bam was at this period the'
asuape btu ny. applying she knife to dups. Kesun Dewan, or prime minister, arid .Khooshiali- 
Sing, ao iuaCri,»uoceoUcil,'mulei : lie guardianship of lii» , ,  *
ancle, Hewel Sing. Kunjoot Sing succeeded him, a name I ,lm ®oia> a name alien*, ards Conspicuous in
mnowaf f for th« dofonca of Bhnrtpoor against' W i  the politics of this court, was associated »n
Lftls, He died A. D. 1816, and was sncccedaSSr the • ,, ■ ■ , S ' ,
cWesi Of four sons, «*, Bandhcr Staff, RaldcoSfng. the mmwtry. But iftoiigk these men were
H.iwdro Sing, md httcfuoun Sing. The infant son of of the highest order iff talent, their influence 
Rmidbeer succeeded, under the tateltoe o£ his nnclc • . <• , • ,, , .  , t , ,, ,
to remove whom tho Brio* army BlLpoor.’ W  n0atrallZe(3 tl,at of the
which plundered it of its wealth, both public »tii controlled both the regent Bani and the ets.te.

I Matters remained in this humiliating posture
* I'rii • :r of two men Scarcely ten celeljrated than 1 - • , ,,'f ' , ahimself, Obuttahhoj and Ouaiut, Win. a 1 during nine years, whoa Pirthi Sing died

( *' ;C, . , - ' . . : ,..i W I
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through a fall from his horse, though not means he adopted established the indepen- 
without auspicious that a dose of poison donee of his old master, the chief of Maeherri. 
accelerated the vacancy of the gadi, which This chief was the only one of note who 
the Rani desired to see occupied by her own absented himself from the ceremony of the 
son. The scandalous chrobiele of that day is installation of his sovereign. He was coun- 
by no means tender of the reputation of Madhu tenanced by the minister, whose plan to get 
Sing’s widow. Having a direct interest in rid of his rival was to create as much 
the death of Pirthi Sing, the laws of common confusion as possible. In order that distress 
sense were violated in appointing her guar- might reach the court, he gave private 
dian, notwithstanding her claims as Pat instructions that the zemindars should with- 
Hani, or chief queen of the deceased. Pirthi their payments ; but these minor strata- 
Sing, though he never emerged from the &cms would have been unavailing, had he 
trammels of minority and the tutelage of the n°t associated in his schemes the last rem- 
Chondawatni, yet contracted two marriages, nants of power about the Mogul throne. Nujif 
one with Bikaner, the other with Kishengurh. Khan was at this timo the imperial com­
ity  the latter he had a son, Maun Sing, mander, who, aided by the Mahrattas, pro- 
Everj court in Rajpootana has its pretender, ceeded to expel the Jats from the city of Agra, 
and young Mann was long the bugbear to He then attacked them in their stronghold of
the court of Amber. He was removed Bhurtpoor. Newul Sing was then the chief
secretly, on his father’s death to the matornal of the Jats. The Maeherri chief saw in the 
roof at Kishengurh ; but as this did riot offer last act of expiring vigour of the imperialists 
sufficient security, he was sent to Sindia’s an opening for the furtherance of his views, 
camp, and has ever since lived on the bounty and he united his troops to those of Nujif 
of the Mahratta at G walior.* Khan. This timely succour, and his subse-

Pertap Sing was immediately placed upon quent aid in defeating the Jats, obtained for 
the gadi by the queen regent, his mother, him the title of Rao Raja, and a sunnud for 
and her council, consisting ol the Feelban, Maeherri, to hold direct of the crown,
and Khooshialiram, who had now received Khooshialiram, who, it is said, chalked out
the title of Raja, and the rank of prime this course, made his old master’s success the 
minister. He employed the power thus ob- basis of his own operations to supplant the 
tained to supplant his rival Feerojs, and the Feelban, Affecting the same veal that he 

* Two or three times he had a chance of being placed recommended to the chief of Maeherri, he
on the gadi (vide letter of Eeeident with Sindia to volunteered to join the imperial standard 
Government, 27th Maroh 1812 ), which assuredly ought .  ,  . ..
to be h is : oaee, about 1810, when the nobles of Jeipoor Wlt“ ali “*e forces of amber. The queen 
were disgusted with the libertine juggm  Sing ( and regent did not oppose the Bhor.is plan, but 
again, upon the death of this dissolve prince, in 1820. , , . , ,
The last occasion presented a fit occasion for hia o u t o f  it still h ig h e r  to exalt her
acession ; but the British Government were then the favourite : she put him at the head of the 
arbitrators, and I doubt much if his claims were disclosed r  . . .  , . , , , .
to it, or understood by those who had the decision of the °rCe’ whlch P0st tho mmieter had mtende d 
question, which nearly terminated »  a civil war, for himself, This exaltation proved his ruin,
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Faeroz, in command of the Amber army, met numerous predatory foes aad its internal 
the Rao Raja of Maeherri on equal terms in dissensions. The defection of Maeherri was 
the tent of the imperial commander. Foiled a serious blow to Jeipoor, and the necessary 
ia these schemes of attaining the sole con- subsidies soon lightened the hoards aceu- 
trol of affairs, through the measure adopted, mulated by his predecessors. Two payments 
the Maeherri chief, at the instigation of his to the Malirattas took away eighty lakhs 
associate, resolved to accomplish his objects of rupees (£800,000) ; yet such was the 
by less justifiable means. He sought the mass of treasure, notwithstanding the enor- 
frieudship of the Feelban, and so succesfully mous sums lavished by Madhu Sing for the 
ingratiated himself in his confidence as to support of his claims, besides those of theO
administer a dose of poison to him, and in regency, that Pertap expended in charity 
conjunction with the Bhora succeeded to the alone, on the victory of Tonga, A. D. 1789, 
charge of the government of Amber. The the sum of twenty-four lakhs, or a quarter 
regent queen soon followed the Feelban, of a miilon sterling.
and Raja Pertap was yet too young to guide In A.D. 1791, after the subsequent defeats 
the state vessel without aid. The Rao Raja at Patun, and the disruption of the alliance 
and the Bhora, alike ambitious, soon quar- with the Rahtores, Tukaji Holear invaded 
relied, and a division of the imperialists, Jeipoor, and extorted an annual tribute, 
under the celebrated Hamadan Khan, was which was afterwards transferred to Ameer 
called in by the Bhora. Then followed those Khan, and continues a permanent inn urn- 
interminable broils which brought in the brance on the resources of Jeipoor. From 
Mahrattas. Leagues were formed with them this period to A.D. 1803, the year of Per- 
agaiuat the imperialists one day, and dissolved tap's death, his country was alternately de- 
the next; and this went on until the ma- solated by Sindia’s armies, under De Boigno 
jority of Pertap, who determined to extri- or Perron, and the other hords of robbers, 
cate himself from bondage, and formed that who frequently contested with each other 
league, elsewhere mentioned, which ended the possession of the spoils, 
in the glorious victory of Tonga, and for J uggut Sing succeeded in A.D. 1803, and 
a time the expulsion of all thoir enemies, ruled for seventeen years, with the disgrace- 
whether imperial or Mahrattas. distinction of being the most dissolute

To give a full narrative of the events of Pr*nee of Ids race or of his age. The events 
this reign, would be to recount the history with which his reign is crowded, would fill 
of the empire in its expiring moments, volumes were they worthy of being recorded.
Throughout the twenty-five years' rule of Foreign invasions, cities besieged, capitula- 
Pertap, he and his country underwent many tions and war-contributions, occasional acts 
vicissitudes. He was a gallant prince, and of heroism, when the invader forgot the point 
not deficient in judgment; but neither gal- of honour, court intrigues, diversified not 
lantry nor prudence could successfully apply unfrequently, by an appeal to the sword or 
the resources of his petty state against its ( dagger, even in the precincts of the court.

• 1 ' V
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Sometimes the daily journals (ahbars) disse- chiefs held both his authority and his person 
minated the scandal, of the rawula (female in utter contempt, and the pranks he played 
apartments), the follies of the libertine prince with the ‘ Essence of Camphor’ (ras-caphoor),* 
with his concubine Bas-caphoor, or even less at one time led to serions thoughts of depos- 
worthy objects, who excluded from the hup- ing him ; which project, when near ma- 
tial couch his lawful mates of the noble turity, was defeated by transferring “ this 
blood of Joda, or Jessa, the Rahtores and queen of half of Amber,5‘ to the prison of 
Bhattis of the desert. We shall not dis- Nahrgurh. In the height of his passion for 
grace these annals with the history of a this Islamite concubine, he formally install- 
life which discloses not one redeeming virtue ed her as queen of half his dominions, and 
amidst a cluster of effeminate vices, includ- actually conveyed to her in gift a moiety 
ing the rankest, in the opinion of a Rajpoot— 0f the personalty of the crown, even to the 
cowardice. The black transaction respect- invaluable library of the illustrious Jey 
ing the princes of Odipoor has already been Sing, which was despoiled, and its treasures 
related (Vol. I. p. 359), which covered him distributed amongst her base relations. The 
with disgrace, and inflicted a greater loss, in Raja even struck coin in her name, and not 
his estimation, even than that of character— only rode with her on the same elephant, 
a million sterling. The treasures of the but demanded from his chieftains those 
Jey-Mindra were rapidly dissipated, to the forms of reverence towards her, which were 
grief of those faithful hereditary guardians, paid only to his legitimate queens. This 
the Meenas of Kalikho, some of whom their pride could not brook, and though 
committed suicide rather than see these the Dewan, or prime minister, Misr Sheo- 
sacred deposits squandered on their prince’s narain, albeit a Brahmin, called her 
unworthy pursuits. Tho lofty walls whioh “ daughter,” the brave Chand Sing of Doonee 
surrounded the beautiful city of Jey Sing indignantly refused to take part in any 
were insulted by every marauder ; commerce cremony at which she was present. This 
was interrupted, and agriculture rapidly contumacy was punished by a mulct of 
declined, partly [from insecurity, but still £20,000, nearly four years’ revenue of the 
more from the perpetual exactions of his fief Doonee!
minions. One day a tailor* ruled the coun- Menu allows that soverigns may be de- 
oils. the next a Bauiah, who might be sue- posed, and the aristocracy of Amber had 
needed by a Brahmin, and each had in turn ample justification for such an act. But un~ 
the honour of elevation to the donjon keep fortunately the design became known, and 
• f  Nahrgurh, the castle where criminals are some judicious friend, as a salvo for the 
confiued, overlooking the city. The feodal Raja’s dignify, propagated a report injurious 
_ _ _ _ _ ------_ _ _ _ _ — —— -— — to the fair fame of his Aspasla, which ho

had in early life exercised the trade. He was, however, affected to believe; a mandate issued for
amongst the Moomhebs, or privy councillors of Juggut ■—<-----------------—;— ---------- ;—r r t --------------
Sing, and (I think) one of the ambassdors sent to treat * Ttas-capheor, I  am aware, meats ‘ corrosive subli- 
with Lord Lake. mate,1 but it may also be interpreted ‘esseuoeof camphor.'

. .



the sequestration of her property, and her necessary at once to inaugurate a successor ; 
incarceration in the castle allotted to crimi- and the choice fell on Mohun Sing, son of 
nals. Thera she was lost sight of, and Jug- the ex-prince of Nurwar, As this selection, 
gut continued to dishonour the gadi of in opposition to the established rules of suc- 
Jey Sing until hia death, on a day held spe- cession, would, but for a posthumous birth, 
cialiy sacred by the Rajpoot, the 21st of have led to a civil war, it may be proper to 
December 181.8, the winter solstice, when, touch briefly upon the subject of heirs 
to use their own metaphorical language, presumptive in Rajpootana, more especially 
‘‘ the door of heaven is reopened.'’ those of Jeipoor : the want of exact know-

Raja Juggut Sing left no issue, legitimate ledge respecting this point, in those to whom 
or illegitmate, and no provision had been its political relations with us were at that 
made for a successor during his life. But time entrusted, might have had the most 
as the laws of Rajpootana, political or reli- injurious effects on the British character, 
gious, admit of no interregnum, and the To set this in its proper light, we shall 
funereal pyre must be lit by an adopted explain the principles of the allince which 
child if there be no natural issue, it was rendered Jeipoor a tributary of Britain.

CHPATEE IV.
Jeipoor the last of the Rajpoot states to embrace the proffered alliance o f the British.—Pro­

crastination habitual to the Rajpoots, as to ail Asiatics.—Motives and considerations which ’
influenced the Jeipoor court in declining our alliance.—A treaty concluded,_Death of
Juggut Sing.— Effects of our interference in the intrigues respecting the succession.—Law 
o f primogeniture.— The evils attending an ignorance of Rajpoot customs.— Violation of the 
law o f succession in  the placing o f Mohun Sing on the gadi.—Reasons for departing from  
the rules of succession.— Conduct of the British authorities.— The title of Mohun Sing 
disputed by the legal heir presumptive.—Dilemma of the Nazir and his faction.— The 
threatened disorders prevented by the unexpected pregnancy of one of the queens o f Juggut
Sing .—Birth of a posthumous son.

J eipoor was the last of the principalities after another, laid prostrate at our feet.
o f  R a jp o o ta n a  to  a c c e p t  the p r o t e c t io n  The P in d a r r ie s  w e r e  a n n ih i la t e d  ; th e  P e s h -

t e n d e r e d  b y  th e  g o v e r n m e n t  o f  B r it i s h  In d ia , w a  w a s  e x i l e d  fr o m  p o o n a  t o  t h e  G a n g e s  "

T o  th e  la t e s t  m o m e n t ,  s h e  d e l a y e d  h er  t h e  B o o n s la  w a s  h u m b le d ; S in d ia  p a ls ie d  b y  

s a n c t io n  t o  a  s y s t e m  w h ic h  w a s  t o  b a n ish  h i s  f e a r s ; a n d  H o lo a r ,  w h o  h a d  e x t e n s iv e  

fo r  e v e r  t h e  e n e m ie s  o f  o r d e r . O u r  o v e r tu r e s  l a n d s  a s s ig n e d  h im ,  b e s id e s  a  r e g u la r  t r ib u te  

a n d  e x p o s tu la t io n s  w e r e  r e j e c t e d , u n t i l  th e  fr o m  J e ip o o r ,  h a d  r e c iv e d  a  d e a t h - b lo w  to  

p r e d a to r y  p o w e r s  o f  I n d ia  h a d  b e e n ,  o n e  h i s  p o w e r  in  th e  f ie ld  o f  M e h id p o o r .

1 ( 1 ) 1  ( § L
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Procrastination is the favourite expedient under a lively sense of that imminent danger 
of alt Asiatics ; and the Rajpoot, though to which it had become exposed from this 
a fatalist, often, by protracting the irresist- measure, almost forgot for a moment the 
ible honhar (destiny), works out his deliver- temper and respect which it owed to the 
ance. Ameer Khan, the lieutenant of English nation.” But the native envoy 
Holcar, who held the lands and tribute of from Jeipoor, attending the camp of the 
Jeipoor in jaedad, or assignment for his gallant Lake, took a still higher tone, and 
troops, was the sole enemy of social order with a manly indignation observed, that 
left to operate on the fears of Jeipoor, and to this was the first timo, since the English 
urge her to take refuge in our alliance ; and government was established in India, that 
even he was upon the point of becoming one it had been known to make its faith subser- 
of the illustrious allies, who were to enjoy the vient to its convenience a reproach the 
“ perpetual friendship” of Great Britain, more bitter and unpalatable from its truth *
The Khan wsb at that very moment batter- The enlarged and prophetic views of
ing Madhurajpoora, a town almost within Marquis Wellesley, which suggested the
the sound of cannon-shot of Jeipoor, and policy of uniting all these regular goveru- 
we are compelled to make an indirect use of rnents in a league againest the predatory 
this incident to hasten the decision of the powers, were counteracted by the timid,
Cuchwaha prince. The motives of his back- temporising policy of Lord Cornwallis, who 
wardness will appear from the following could discover nothing but weakness in this 
details. extension of our influence. What misery

Various considerations combined to check would not these states have been spared,
the ardour with which we naturally expec- had those engagements, executed through
ted our offer of protection would be embrac- the noble Lake (a  name never mentioned
ed. The Jeipoor court retained a lively, in India, by European or native, without
but no grateful remembrance, of the solemn reverence ), been maintained ; for the fifteen
obligations we contracted with her in 1803, years which intervened botween the two
and the facility with which we extricated periods produced more mischief to Rajwarra
ourselves from them when expediency de- than the preceding half century, and half a
manded, whilst we vainly attempted to throw century more will not repair it !
the blame of violating the treaty upon our A circumstance that tended to increase
ally. To use the words of one who has this distrust was our tearing Vizier Alii
been mixed up with all the political trans- from his sanctuary at Jeipoor, which has
actions of that eventful period, with refer- cast an indelible stain upon the Cuchwaha
ence to the letter delivered by the envoy name. W& have elsewhere f explained the
at the Jeipoor court from our viceroy in privileges of sirna, or ‘sanctuary,’ which,
the East, notifying, the dissolution of the when claimed by the unfortunate or critni-
alliance ; “ the justice of these ^rounds — --------------------------------1------------ ----

* Vide Malcolm's Political History of India.
w a s  warmly d is p u te d  by th e  c o u r t , w h ic h , j  Voi, I. p. t i3 .
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nal, is sacred in the eye of the Rajpoot, their prince, saw in prospect the surrender 
This trust we forced the Jeipoor state to of crown-lands, which fraud, favour, or 
violate, though she was then independent of force, had obtained for them. Such were the 
us. It was no excuse for the act that the principal causes which impeded the alliance 
fugitive was a foul assassin : we had no between Amber and the Government,-general 
right to demand his surrender.* of British India ■, but it would have marred

There were other objections to the pro- the uniformity of Lord Hastings’ plau to 
ffered treaty of no small weight. TheJei- have left a gap in the general protective 
poor court justly deemed one-fifth ( eight system by the omisson of Jeipoor. The 
lakhs ) of the gross revenues of the crown, a events rapidly happening around them— 
high rate of insurance for protection ; but the presence of Meer Khan—the expulsion 
when wo farther stipulated for a prospective ot the orango flag of the Mahratta, and the 
increase^ of nearly one-third of all surplus substitution of the British banner on the 
revenue beyond forty lakhs, they saw, instead battehnenfcs of Ajmer—at length produced 
of the generous Briton, a sordid trafficker of a tardy and ungracious assent, and, on the 
mercenary protection, whoso rapacity trans- 2nd of April 1818, a treaty of ten articles 
ceaded that of the Mahratta, was concluded, which made the Cuchwaha

Independent of these state objections, princes the friends and tributaries in perpe- 
tliere were abundance of private and indi- tuity of Great Britain.
vidual motives arrayed in hostility to the On the 21st of December of the same 
British offer. For example : the ministers year, Juggut Sing died, and the choice of a 
dreaded the surveillance of a resident agent, as successor speedily evinced to the ministers the 
obnoxious to their authority and influence ; impracticability of their exercising, as in 
and the chieftains, whom rank and ancient days of yore, that “ absolute power over 
usage kept at court as tho counsellors of their country and dependants,” guaranteed 

* A batter commentary on the opinions held by the to them by the treaty * Our office of arbit-
naiives upon this subject could not be given than the rati the difference between the Baja and 
speech of Holcar’s envoy to the agent of the Governor # 0
General of India, then with Lord Bate : “ Holcar’s his vassals, on the Subject of the usurpations 
vakeel demanded, with no slight degree of pertinacity, from the crown-lands, was easy, and left 
the cession of the Jeipoor and Boondi tributes ; and one
of them, speaking for the former, stated, that he no 110 unpleasant ieeling; but when we inter-
doubt would contiune to enjoy the friendship of the meddled with the intrigues respecting tho 
English, as he had disgraced himself to  please that , . n  ®
nation, by giving up Viaier Ali (who had sought his succession, our ignorance of established
protection) to their vengeance. The vakeel was severely rights and usage rendered the interference
rebuked by the agent (Colonel, now Sir John Malcolm) .
for this insolent reflection on the conduct of an ally of oitensive, and made the Jeipoor chiefs repent 
the, British Government, who had delivered up a murderer (he alliance which temporary policy had 
whom it would have been infamy to shelter though , , .
the author of the “ Political History of India” might ,nduced  th e lr  P n n c e  to  accep t, 
have added—but whom it was still great infamy, accord- It may be of use in future negotiations, 
ing 1> their rede, to surrender. See Malcolm’s Political •. , . .« . . .
History of India, p. 432. to explam the usages which govoren the

f See Article 6 of the Treaty, Appendix, No. 6. •  See Article 8 of tho Treaty,

fCS)V I - . G t
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different statea of Rajpootana in respect ies in every principality (raj) of Rajwarra, 
to succession. The law of primogeniture in whom is vested the right of presumptive 
prevails in all Rajpoot sovereignties ; the heirship to the gadi. In order to restrict 
rare instances in which it has been set aside, the circle of claimants, laws have been es- 
are only exceptions to the rule. The tablished in every state limiting this right to 
inconclusive dicta of Menu, on this as on the issue of a certain family in each prinei- 
many other points, are never appealed to pality. Thus, in Mewar, the elder of the 
by the Rajpoots of modern days. Custom Ranawut clans, styled Babas, or ‘thein- 
and precedent fix the right of succession, fanta,’ possesses tho latent right of heir pre- 
■whether to the gadi of the state, or to a sumptive. In Marwar, the independent house 
fief, in the eldest son, who is styled Rajkomcir, of Eedur, of the family of Joda ; in Boondi,
Pat-komar, or simply Komraji,' the prince the house of Doogari ; in Kota'h, the Apjis of 
while his brothers have their proper names Polaitoh; in Bikaner, the family of Maha- 
affixed, as Komar Jouian Sing, ‘ Princo jin; and in Jeipoor, the branch Rajwaut 
Jowan.’ Seniority is, in fact, a distinction ( according to seniority), of the stock of 
pervading all ranks of life, Whether in royal Raja Maun. Even in this stock their is a 
families or those of chieftains } ail have distinction between those prior, and those 
their Pat-homar, and Patrani, or ‘ head posterior, to Raja Madhu Sing ; the former 
child,’ and ‘ head queen.’ The privileges are styled simply Rajawut, or occasionally 
of the Patrani are very considerable. In conjoined, Mandngote; the other Madhani. 
minorities, she is the guardian, by custom The Rajawuts constitute a numerous frera- 
as well as naturo, of her child ; and in ge, of which the Jhulary house takes the 
Mewar (the oldest sovereignty in India), lead ; and in which, provided there are no 
she is publicly enthroned with the Rana. mental or physical disabilities, the right of 
Seniority in marriage bestows the title of furnishing .heirs to the gadi of Jeipoor is 
Pat-rani, but as soon as an heir is given to a long-established, incontrovertible, and in- 
the state, the queen mother assumes this alienable privilege.
title, or that of Mahji, simply { the mother,’* We have been thus miuute, because, not- 
In the duties of guardian, she is assisted withstanding the expressed wish of the 
by the chiefs of certain families, who government not to prejudge the question, 
with certain officers of the household enjoy the first exercise of its authority as lord- 
this as an established hereditary dbtiric- paramount was to justify a proceeding by 
tion. which these established usages were' in-

On the demise of a prince without lawful fringed, in spite of the eighth article of 
issue of his body, or that of near kindred, the treaty : “ The Makraja and his successors 
brothers or cousins, there are certain famil- shall remain absolute rulers of their country

and dependants according to long estar 
* In Mewar, simply Mahji; at Jeipoor, where they . „ u  7

have long used the language and maimers of Delhi, they blished US age* 68 6 p r e mi e r  p a *
affix the Persian word S a A e i c A ,  or 1 lady-mother.’ • qUi cou[e .» aacl this first step, being a wrong
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one, has involved an interference never con- and involved in the party views and intrigues 
templated and fully justifying that wariness of a court, stigmatized even by the rest of 
on the part of Jeipoor, which made her Rajwarra with the epithet of jootlia durbar„ 
hesitate to link her destiny with ours. the ‘ lying court V While there is a resident

Both the sixth and seventh articles contain agent at Jeipoor, whatever his resolves, he 
the seeds of disunion, whenever it might suit will find it next to impossible to keep aloof 
the chicanery or bad faith of the protected, from the vertex of intrigue. The purest 
or the avarice of the protector. The former intentions, the highest talents, will scarcely
has already been called into operation, and avail to counteract this systematic vice, and
the ‘ absolute rulers’ of Jeipoor have been with one party at least, but eventually with 
compelled to unfold to the resident agent all, the reputation of Iris government will be 
the whole of their financial and territorial compromised.
arrangements, to prove that the revenues This brings us back to the topic which 
did not exceed the sum of forty lakhs, as, suggested these remarks, the installation
of the sum in excess (besides the stipulated of a youth upon the gadi of Jeipoor. We
tributary fifth), our share was to be three- shall expose the operation of this transaction
sixteenths.'* by a literal translation of an authentic

While, therefore, we deem ourselves justi- document, every word of which was fhorough-
fied in interfering in the two chief branches ly substantiated. As it presents a curious
of government, the succession and finances, picture of manners, and is valuable as a
how is it possible to avoid being implicated precedent, we shall give it entire in the
in the acts of the government-functionaries, Appendix, and shall here enter no farther

~  ———— — ...  int0 details than is necessary to unravel the• Mewar was subjected to the same premium on her J
reviving prosperity. The author unsuccessfully endea- intrigue which violated the established laws 
voured to have a limit fixed to the demand ; but he has Qp succession 
heard with joy that some important modifications have
since been made in the tributary engagements both The youth,, named Mohun Sing, who was
with Mewar and Amber; they cannot be made too light. installed on the U  of Jeip on the
Discontent in lUvjpoofcana will not be appeased by a few * r  1
lakhs of extra-penditnre. I gave my opinions fearlessly morning Succeeding Juggut Sing’s decease, 
whenT bad every thing at stake; I will not suppress wag t},e BOn 0f Munoliur Sino- the ex-Baja 
them now, when I have nothing either to hope or to °
fear but lor the perpetuity of the British power in these of Nurwar, who was chased from his throne
regions, aud the revival of the happiness and indepen, and country by Sindia. We have stated 
denco of those who have sought our protection. He , .
will prove the greatest enemy to hia country, who, in t"a“ the Jeipoor family sprung from that of 
ignorance of the true position of the Rajpoots, may aim Nurwar eight centuries ago ; but the parent 
at farther trenching upon their independence. Bead the , . . „
thirty years’war between Artmgzeb and the Rahtores ! I ® ®  Without ulFOCt hne&ge* they
whore is the dynasty of their tyrantf Look at the map : j applied to Amber and adopted a son of Prithi 
a desert at their back, the Aravulli in front; no enemies r> . T , ,, , , , ,
to harass or disturb them ! How different would a | RaJ L > from whom the boT r’ow brought 
Rajpoot foe prove from a contemptible Mahratta, or the i forward was fourteen generations in descent.
mercenary array of traitorous Nawabs, whom we have i on •, ____  r ,• ., . , . .  .. .. . J his course of proceeding was in directalways found easy conquests I Cherish the native army : | i n
conciliate the Rajpoots; thou, laugh at foes i ' ontra vention of usage, which had fixed, as



already stated, the heirs-presumptive, on such as the Purohits, Dhabhaes (domes tie
failure of lineal issue, to the gadi of Amber, chaplains and foster-brothers), and all the
in the descendants of Kaja Maun, and the j subordinate officers of the house-hold, eon- 
branoh Madhani, generally styled Rajawut, sidered the Nazir's cause as their own : a
of whom the first claimant was the chief of minority and his favour guaranteed their
Jhulaye, and supposing hi3 iueompeteney, places, which might be risked by the election
Kamab, and a dozen other houses of the of a prince who could judge for himself, and
‘ infantas’ of Jeipoor. had friends to provide for.

The causes of departure from the recog- A reference to the “ Summary of trans- 
uized rule, in this respect, were the follow- actions” (in the Appendix) will shew there 
ing. At the death of Juggnt Sing, the was no previous consultation or concert 
reins of power were, and had been for some amongst the military vassals, or the queens ; 
time, in the hands of the chief eunuch of on the contrary, acting entirely on his own 
the rawula (seraglio), whose name was Mohun responsibility, the Nazir, on the morning 
Nazir,* a man of considerable vigour of succeeding the death of his master, placed 
understanding, and not without the reputation y0ung Mohun in « the car of the sun,” to 
of good intention in his administration of lead the funeral procession, and light the 
affairs, although the system of chicanery and pyre 0f his adopted sire, Scarcely were 
force,t by which he attempted to carry his the ablutions and necessary purifications 
object, savoured more of self-interest than of from this rite concludedj when he received
loyalty, The youth was but nine years of the congratulations of all present as lord of 
age; and a long minority, with the exclusive the Cuchwahas, under the revived name of 
possession of power, suggested the true Maun Sing the Second. The transactions 
motives of the Nazir. His principal coad- which followed, as related in the diary, until 
jutor, amongst the great vassals of the the final 'denouement, distinctly shew, that 
state, was Megfe Sing of Diggee, a chief who having committed himself, the Nazir was 
bal contrived by fraud and force to double ansiou8 to obtain through tbo resident agents 
his hereditary fief by usurpations from the of the chieftain8 at court> their acquiescence
crown-lands, to retom which he supported ia the measure under their gigns-manual,
the views of the Nazir with all the infiu- i t wiil be seen tKat the communications
ence of his clan (the K hangarote), the most were received and replied to in that cautious
pov, ti ful of the twelve great families of yet courteous manner, which pledged the
Amber. |  Ihe personal servants of the crown writer to nothing, and gained him time for

* is the official name, a Mahometan one, denot- the formation of a deliberate onininn •
ing his capacity, as emasculated gurdian of the seraglio. 1 0 lomatlOD 1 t i C t ;  opinion . the
Jeipoor and Boondi are the only two of the Eajpoot decision waS thus suspended ; all eyes were
principalities who, adopting the Mooslem cnatom, have — :_i________________ 1______________ _
contaminated the palaces of their queens with the pre- ally, and their united quotas for the service of the state, 
sence of these creatures.  ̂ six hnndred and forty-three horse, Megh Sing, by his

t  Sob Summary of Transaction, Appendix, No. 5. turbulence and intelligence, though only the sixth or 
, The Khangarote clan enumerates twenty-two fefs, seventh in the scale of rank of this body, had taken the 

whose united rent-rolls amount to 4,02,806 rupees anna- lead, and become the organ of his clan at court.
8 i
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directed to the paramount power ; and more manifost : and the Rajawut chief of 
the Nazir, whose first desire was to propi- .Jhulaye determined to appeal to arms in 
tiate this, entreated the British functionary support of his rights as heir presumptive, f 
at Delhi to send liis confidential moonshee to and was soon joined by the chiefs of Sir- a 
Jeipoor without delay. This agent reached wur and Eesurda, junior but powerful bran- ? 
Jeipoor from Delhi six days after the death ches of the same stock, 
of Jmrgut. He was the bearer of istruct- Another party seemed inclined, on this 
ions “ requiring a full account of the emergency, to revive the right of that 
reasons for placing the son of the Nurwar posthumous son of Pirthi Sing, whom we 
Raja on the musnud -/of his family, lineage, have already described as living in exlie at 
rioht of succession, and by whose councils Gwalior, on the bounty of Sindia; and 
the measure was adopted.” On tho 11th of * nothing but the unfavourable report of his 
January this requisition was reiterated; and intellect and debased habits prevented the 
it was further asked, whether the measure elder branch of the sons of Madku Sing re- 
had the assent of the queens and chiefs, covering their lost honours, 
and a declaration to this effect, under their While the paramount authority was thus
signatures, was required to be forwarded, deluded, and the chieftains were wavering
Nothing could be more explicit, or more amidst so many conflicting opinions, the 
judicious, than the tenor of these instructions, queen continued resolute, and the Rajawuts

The replies of the Nazir and confidential were arming—and the Nazir, in this dilemma, 
moonshee were such, that on the 7 th of determined as a last resource, to make Baja 
February the receipt of letters of congratula- Maun of Jodpoor the umpire, hoping by 
tion from the British agent, accompanied by this appeal to his vanity, to obtain his in- 
one from the supreme authority, was for- dwence over his sister to an acquiescence 
anally announced, which letters being read in the irremediable step, which had been 
in fu)l court, « the nobul (kettledrum) again taken « in obedience (as he pretend) to the 
sounded, and young Maun Sing was con- will of the deceased prince.” Raja Mann’s 
ducted to the Pertap Mahl, and seated on reply is important: “ that there could be 
the musnud.” On this formal recognition no occasion for his or his sister’s signature 
by the British government, the agents of the to the required declaration on the right of 
chieftains at their sovereigns court, in reply succession to the musnud of Jeipoor, which 
to the Nazir’s demand, “ to know the opin- depended upon, and was vested in, the 
ions of the chiefs,” answered, that “ if he elders of the twelve tribes of Cuchwahas ; 
called them, they were ready to obey but that if they approved and signed the decla- 
at the same time they rested their adhesion ration, the queen Ms sister, and afterwards 
on that of the chief queen, sister of the himself, would sign it, if requisite.”
Raja of Jodpoor, who breathed nothing but The Nazir and his faction, though aided
open defiance of the Nazir and his junta, by the interposition of the moonshee,
Early in March, public discontent became were now in dispair, and in these desperate

/■jS6 ■ e°5x ■
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circumstances, ho attempted to get up a -was deemed a sort of prodigy, that an event, 
marriage between the puppet he had en- which would have caused a jubilee throughout 
throned and tho grand-daughter of the Rana Dhoondar, should have been kept secret 
of Mewar. It j'waa contrived, and not until three mouths after tho Raja’s death.* 
ill-received by the Rana ; but there was The mysteries of the rawuls of Rajppot 
an influence at his court which at once princes find their way to the public out of 
extinguished the plot, though supported at doors; and in Oodipoor, more especially,
Delhi by the liana’s most influential agent, are the common topics of conversation. The 
It was proposed that, at the same time, variety of character within its walls', tho 
the Rana should consummate his nuptials like variety of communicants without, the 
with the Jeipoor Raja’s sister, the prelimi- conflcting interests, the diversified objects 
naries of which had been settled a dozen of contention of these little worlds, render 
years back. Money in abundance was it utterly impossible that any secret can 
offered, and the Rana’s passion for pageantry ]ong be maintained, far less one of such 
and profusion would have prevented any magnitude as the pregnancy of the queen of 
objection to his proceeding to the Joipoor a prince without issue. That this event 
capital. To receive the chief of the uni- should be revealed to the Nazir, the super- 
versal Hindu race with due honour, tho intendent of the queen’s palace, with all the 
whole nobility of Amber would have left formality of a new discovery, three months 
their estates, which would have been cons- after Juggut Sing’s death, must excite sur- 
trued into, and accepted as, a voluntary prise ; since to have been the bearer of 
acquiescence in the rights of the Nazir’s snoh joyful inteligeuee to his master, to 
choice, which the marriage would have com- whom he was much attached, must have 
pletely cemented. Foiled in this promising rivetted his influence, 
design, the knot, which the precipitate At three o’clock on the 1st of April, a 
and persevering conduct of the Nazir had council of sixteen queens, the widows of 
rendered too indissoluble even for his skill the late prince, and the wives of all the 
to undo, was cut by the annunciation of great vassals of the state, “ assembled to 
the advanced pregnancy of the Bkattiani ascertain the fact of pregancy,” whilst all
flueen‘ tho great barons awaited in the antichambers

This timoly interposition of Mata Janum 0f pjle Zenana Deori the important response 
(the Juno Lucina of Rajwarra) might well of this couucil of raatr0ns. When it an_
be regarded as miraculous ; and though the llouncod that the Bhattiani queen was 
sequel of this event was conducted with pr0gQant b d a doubtj they c0n8uIted
such publicity as almost to choke tho voice untii seveil> when they senfc iu a written
ot slander, it still found utterance.* It '' * _________________ _____________

-— —— ---------- —  ■— — ---7— ------------------ —  in sis ted  on  th e  Marochaux as w ell ns th e  Marechaletof
e p u j i c i t y ,  on  this occasion, is precisely o f th o  F rance b e in g  in  tho room  a t  th e  m om eut o f p a r tu ritio n ,

sam e c h a rac te r  as m arked  th e  accouchem ent o f  th e  * R a ja  Ju g g u t Sing d ied  th e  21st D ecem ber 1818, a n d  
D uchess <le B e rn , who, i t  is said, n o t only h ad  th e  u su a l th e  an n o uncem en t of th e  B h a ttian i being  in  “ th e  e ig h th  
w itnesset to  a iie n c e th e  voice of doubt, b a t absolu te ly  m o n th  o f h e r  pregnancy ,” w as on the  24 th  M arch  1819.
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declaration, avowing their unanimous belief pronounced to be in the same joyful con- 
of the fa c t; and that “ should a son be dition.* On the morning of the 25th April, 
born, they would acknowledge him as their four months and four days after Juggut 
lord, and to none else pledge allegiance.’’ Sing’s death, a son was ushered into the 
A transcript of this was given to the Nazir, world with the usual demonstrations of joy 
who was recommended to forward an attested , and received as the Autocrat of the Cuchwa- 
copy to the British agent at Delhi. From has ; while the infant interloper was re- 
the deliberations, from which there was no moved ftom the gadi, and thrUst back to his 
appeal, the Nazir was excluded by express original obscurity. Thus terminated an 
desire of the Rahtore queen. He made an affair w'hich involved all Eajwarra in dis- 
ineffeetual effort to obtain from the chiefs a eussion, and at one time threatened a very 
declaration, that the adoption of the Nur- serious result. That it was disposed of in 
war youth was in conformity to the desire this manner was fortunate for all parties, 
of the deceased prince, their master ; but and not least for the protecting power, 
this attempt to obtain indemnity for his ille- Having thus given a connected, though 
gal acts was defeated immediately on the imperfect, sketch of the history of the Jeipoor 
ground of its untruth.* state, from its foundation to the present

By this lawful and euergetic exertion of the time, before proceeding with any account 
powers directly vested in the queen-mother of its resources, or the details of its internal 
and the great council of the chiefs, the administration, we shall delineate the rise, 
tongue of faction was rendered mute ; but progress, and existing condition of the Shek- 
had it been otherwise, another queen was havati federation, which has risen out of,

— .. ■ ! 7 7 7k , and almost to an equality with, the parent* D eem ing  a  re co rd  of these  t r a n s a c tio n s  u se fu l, n o t
only as d e sc rip tiv e  o f  m aim ers, b u t  a s  a  precedent, in a s -  state.
m u c h  as th e y  sh e w  th o  pow ers a n d  po sitio n  o f th e  d i f f e r - --------------- ------------------------------------------- -------------------:--------
e n t  a u th o r itie s  co m p o s in g  a  R a jp o o t  s ta te  in  case  o f *  N o  n o t ic e ,  t h a t  I  am  a w a re  of, w as ev e r  ta k e n  of 
succession , I  h a v e  in se rte d  i t  in  tho  A ppendix , th i s  se co n d  a n n u n c ia tio n ,

I
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SHEKHAWUT FEDERATION.

CHPATER ¥•
Origin of the Shekhavati federation.—Its constitution.— Descent of the chiefs from Baloji of 

Amber. Mokulji.—Miraculous birth of Ms son.— Shekhji.—Aggrandizes his territory.—
Raemul.—Sooja.—Raesil. Mis hcriosm.— Obtains grants from Akber.— Gets possession of 
Khundaila and Oodipoor.— His exploits and character.— Ghirdhurji.—Is cut off by assas­
sination.—Dwarcadas.—His extraordinary feat with a lion.—Falls by Khan Jehan Lodi.—
Birsingdeo.—His authority usurped by his son.—Buhadoor Sing. Arungzeb directs the 
demolition of the temple of Kh undaila.—Buhadoor deserts his capital.—Shujaun Sing JRaesi- 
lote f i t s  to its defence.— He is slain, the temple razed, and the city garrisoned.—Kesuri.—
Partition of the territory between Kesuri and Putteh Sing.—assassinated.—Kesuri insists the 
regal authority. Is deserted in the field and slain.— His son Oodi Sing taken to Ajmer.—
Khundaila retaken, and restored to Oodi Sing, who is liberated.—He resolves to punish the 
Munohurpoor chief.—Is baffled by that chief s intrigues. Is besieged by Jey Sing of Amber.
Khundaila becomes tributary to Amber.

W i proceed to sketch the history of the | The Shekhawut chieftains are descended 
Shekawut confederation, which, springing j from Baloji, the third son of Baja Oodi- 
from the redundant feodality of Amber, kurn, who succeeded to the throne of Amber 
through the influence of age and circum- in S. 1445, A. D. 1389. At his period, if 
stances, has attained a power and considera- we look back to the political state ofTsociety 
tion almost equalling that of the parent state, we find that nearly the whole of the tracts, 
and although it possesses neither written laws, which now obey the Shekhavati federation, 
a permanent congress, nor any visible or re- were parcelled out amongst numerous 
cognized head, subsists by a sense of common chieftains of the Chohan or Tuar tribes,* 
interest. It must not be supposed, however, the descendants of the ancient Hindu em- 
that no system of policy is to he found in peror of Delhi, who evinced no more eub- 
this confederation, because the springs are not mission than the sword and their Islamite 
always visible or in action ; the moment successors evicted from them, 
any common or individual interest is menaced Baloji, who was the actual founder of the 
the grand council of the Barons of Shekha- numerous families now designated by the' 
vati assembles at Oodipoor to decide the ’ * loTere of au t iq"uity  h T v . to make th e  m  
course of action to be pursued. to  * n d  a n  a b u id a u t  harvest, th ro u g h o u t all th ese  cotta-

85
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more distinguished name -of Shekbji, his passing over an extensive meadow, in which 
grandson, obtained as an appanage the dis- was Mokulji. The M angta  (mendicant)
trict of Amrutsir, but whether by his own Baja C k m d w  Abhanair,
prowess or by other means, is not mentioned. “ M ?nair ( Girnar)>■ J ’ “ Sell h Bharat, leo M ae
He had three sons ; Mokulji, IChemarji, and “ bidut, man bcgme,

“ Beao Sanjog, Permaia hirre
Kharud. The first succeeded to the patn- « Kot *at'h *0, m m  e k U A k a m  ;

. , . , “ Tu beti Kaicum eamony of Amrutsir ; the second bad a nmner- « jyam permaia (+) ho
, 1 r~t n . „     “ Lekha hooa Imrtar kbous issue styled B alapoia, one ot whom was “Eeajcna »arb ko.”

adop ted  into the twelve chambers (bara kotri) This is a fragment o£ a long poem relative to the 
. , , r„, . . 1 , , ' 1 rivalry of Raja Chnnd of Abhanair, and Raja Soorsen of

of OuchwahaS. 1 he third had a son ca e indrapoori, who was betrothed to 1’ermala, daughter of
Kumnn, whoso descendants were styled Kaicum., and had gone to Girnair, or Girnar, to espouse

, i . 1 ,• . her, when the Abhanair prince abducted her, BajaKumawut, hut are now nearly extinct. ’ , . ,,. .u iu a o u u , a j  Soorsen of Indrapoori ( Dehb ), s f  the ancestor of the
Mokul had a  son who was named Sfiekji, Suraseni, and founder of Soorpoori, existed probably

, , . 1 __ ______twelve hundred vears before Christ. That sun-worship-m compliment to a miracle-working Islamite . . . , ■ . , ,, . .. . , \r  pers had established themselves in the. peninsula of
saint, to whose prayers the childless chief Saurashtra, (whose capital was Junagurh-Girnarl, its
w as in d eb ted  fo r  a  son destin ed  to be th e  appellations, it.the.days of the Greeks of Bactria asnow,

proves ; (see btrabo, Justin, &c, ) but whether Kaicum, 
patriarch of a numerous race, occupying the father of Permaia, is the CaieurriaraB of Ferdoosi,
under the term Shekhawut, an impor- we Shall not stop to inquire. The connection between

this peninsula and Persia was intimate in later times, so 
taut portion of the surface of Hajpootana. as evon to give rise to the assertion that the Bacas of
Shekh Boorhan was th e  nam e of th is  sa in t, Mewarwere descended from the Sassanian kings. It

was my good fortune to discover Soorpoori, on the 
w hose shrine (still ex isting ) w as a b o u t Six j umnai the residence of the rival of Chund of Abhanair,
miles from Aehrole, and fourteen from the which city I leave to some one imbued with similar

. , . taste to visit, and merely add, he will find there an
residence of Mokul. As oie period ot tu n e  inscription in a cotmA or fountain dedicated to the Sun.
was shortly after timoor’s invasion, it is not The distance however, seven hundred ooss ( has sat'h so ),

‘ . . . , whether from Indrapoori or Abhanair, to Gimar, even
unlikely he was a pious missionary, w 10 admitting them to be gao coss, would be too much. I
remained behind for the conversion of the believe this would make it eight hundred miles, and 

. - i i  certainly, as the crow flies, it is not seven hundred,warlike hut tolerant Raipoot, with whom, IntorwoTen with the 8toiy th,,re i3 mnch about Eaja
even if he should fail in llis purpose, he was Chambha, prince of Jajnuggur, a city of great antiquity
certain of protection and hospitality. The o{ T eTer S(W. There „ also meJ on o( „
Shekh in one of his peregrinations had Baja Saer, (g». Sahir or Settris of Arore) of Berman.
reached the confines of Amrutsir, and was
tries, of ancient capitals and cities, whose names aro nuggu^ my earliest friend, the late captain Bellet Seaiy
hardly known even to the modern inhabitants. Of the “ “P10̂  h’s Penf  for s6™”11 da?s ptured

. L n • rv. , , , . T__ remains. These drawings were sent to the authoritiesancient Rajore l have, already spoken, and I now draw at Calcutta: perhaps this notice may rescue from oblivion the attention of my countrymen to Abhanair, -which . * „ .
, . . . . . . .  i f  onrid dfonvu the remains of Jajnuggur, and of my deceased friend’sboasts a very remote antiquity ; and from an old stanza, . ™ . « , * ,,

. , , . ,, , talenr. for Captain Bellet Sealy was an ornament equallywe might imagine that its princes were connected with , , , ,  * . „  , „ .
,, . , . , T, . v * 1 •*. ____ to private life and to ms profession. He fell a victimthe Kaxan dynasty of Persia. I copied it, some twenty 1 f
year* ago, from an itinerant bard, who had an imperfect, to the fever contracted m the Nepal war. The rums o 
knowledge of it himself, and I have doubtless made it * * * * * *  «« «  ihe Bmrgunga, three eoss east of
aritbre so, but it is still sufficiently intelligible to point at ’ l^isbttt. -------------------
remarkable coincidence : t  means Fairy garland.
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approached with the usual salutation, “ hare and cap, for two years after his birth ; and 
you any thing for me?” “ Whatever yon a still greater mark of respect to the memory
please to have, Babaji (sire),” was the of the saint is evinced in the blue pennon
courteous reply. The request was limited which surmounts the yellow banner, or
to a draught of milk, and if our faith were national flag, of Shekhawnts, I t  is even
equal to the Shekhawut’s we should believe gravely asserted, that those who, from
that Sliekh Boorhan drew a copious stream indolence, distance, orles3 justifiable motives, 
from the exhausted udder of a female buffalo, have neglected the least important injuetion. 
This was sufficient to convince tho old chief that of depositing the intiatory strings or 
that the Shekh could work other miracles; buddeas, have never prospered. But a still 
and he prayed that, through his means, he stronger proof is furnished of the credulity, 
might no longer be childless. In due time the toleration and yet immutability of the
he had an heir, who, according to the Rajapoot character, in the fact, that, aL
injunctions of Boorhan, was styled, after though Am rut sir,* and the lands around the
his own tribe, Shekh. Ho directed that durgah, are annexed to the fisc of Amber,
he should wear the Buddea * which, yet the shrine of Shekh Boorhan continues 
when laid aside, was to be suspended at the a sirna (sanctuary), while lands are assigned 
saint’s durgah ; and further, that he should to almost a hundred families, the descendants 
assume the blue tunic and cap, abstain from of the saint, who reside in the adjacent town 
hog’s flesh, and. eat no meat “ in which of Talla.
the blood remained.’ He also ordained that Shekhji, when he attained man’s estate, 
at the birth of every Shekhawut male greatly augmented the territory left by his 
infant a goat should be sacrificed, the KuJma lather, and had consolidated three hundred 
(Islamite creed) read, and the child sprinkled and sixty villages under his sway, bv con- 
with the blood. Although four centuries quest from his neighbours, when his reputa- 
have passed away since these obligations tion and power attracted the jealous notice 
were contracted by Mokul, they are still of the lord paramount of Amber. He was 
religiously maintained by the little nation attacked; but oy the aid of the Punee Pat- 
ol his descendants, occupying a space of ten hansf he sucessfully withstood the reiterated
thousand square miles. The wild ho<r ------ 7----— —------- --- --------——--------------

. . . . .  . . * The town of AmrutSir and forty-five villages are
w tuen , according to immemorial usage, should still left to the Munohurpoor branch.

be eaten once a year by every Rajpoot, is t  The Punnees are a tribe of Dooranneas, regarding
rarely even hunted by a Shekhawut • and whom Mr- E1pMnstone’s account of Caubui may be 
,i . . 5 consulted. In after timos, there was a chieftain of this
though they have relaxed m that ordianoe, tribe so celebrated for his generosity and hospitality,
which commanded the suspension of the thafc his name has become proverbial: 
buddeas at the shrine of Boorhan, still each f-T * ’ n *771 v. „ i Au/iyn, Baud Khan Punne, ;
mlant wears them, as well as the blue tunic that is, if they failed elesewliere, there was always

* T , «..» j  ------- -------------  Daod Klian in reserve. His gallant bearing, and death in
children ’ ta  s worn crossways by Mahomedan Ferochser's reign, are related in Scott's excellent.Histoiy

of the Delckhan,
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assaults of his suzerain. Up to this period, disputed the point, which ended by liis 
they had acknowledged the Amber princes telling the minister he might go to Lambi 
as leige lords, and in token of alliance paid and make experiment of the truth of his 
as tribute all the colts reared on the ori- argument on his brother Raesil. Devidas lost 
ginal estates.* A dispute on this point was no time, on this polite dismissal from his 
the ostensible cause (though subordinate to office, in proceeding with his family and 
their rapid prosperity), which occasioned a property to Lambi. He was received with 
total separation of the Shekhawut colonies the usual hospitality; but soon discovered 
from the parent state, until the reign of that Itaeail’s means were too confined to 
Sowae Jey  sing, who, with his means as bear an additional burthen, and that the field 
lieutenant of the empire, compelled homage, was too restricted to enable him to demon s- 
submisston, and pecuniary relief from them, trate the truth of the argument which lost 
Shekhji left a well-established authority to him his place. He made known his deter- 
his son, Jiaemull, ot whom nothing is re- mination to proceed to the imperial city, and 
corded. Raemul was followed by Sooja, advised Raesil to accompany him, and try 
who had three sons, viz. Noonkurn, Raesil, his luck at court. Raesil, who was valiant 
and Gopal. The elder suceeded to the and not without ambition, could only equip 
patrimony of Amrutsir and its three twenty horse, with which he arrived at 
hundred and sixty townships, while to his Dehli just as an army was forming to oppose 
brothers, the fiefs of Lambi and Jharli were one of those afghan invasions, so common 
respectively assigned. With the second at that period. In the action which ensued 
brother, Raesil, the fortunes of the Shekha- Raesil had the good fortune to distinguish 
wuts made a rapid stride, from an occur- himself by cutting down a leader of the 
m ice in wh'ch the Rajpoot appears in the enemy, in the presence of the imperial 
position we desire to see him occupy. general, which had a decided influence on

Noonkurn, the chief of the Shekhawuts, the event of the day. Enquiries were made 
had a minister named Devidas, of the for the brave unknown, who had performed 
lenya or mercantile caste, and, like thousands this heroic deed ; but as, for reasons which 
of that caste, energetic, shrewd, and will be perceived, he kept aloof from the 
intelligent. He one day held an argument quarters of his countrymen, the argument 
with his lord (which the result proves he of Devidas would never have been illustra- 
maiulained with indepedence), that ‘‘genius ted, had not the imperial commander deter- 
with good fortune was the first gift of mined to seek out and reward merit. He 
heaven, and to be far more prized than a ordered a grand zeafut, or ‘ entertainment’ to 
man’s mere inheritance.” Noonkurn warmly be prepared for the chiefs of every grade in

----------------------------------------------------------- £jj0 army wjj0 were commanded afterwards
* This will recall to the reader’s recollection a similar

custom in the ancient Persian empire, where the tribnte to pay their respects to the general. As 
»f the distant Satrapies was ot the same kind. Armenia, ^  a s  R aegil appeared, he was recognized 
Recording to Herodotus, alone gave an annual tribute of .
twenty thousand colts. as the individual of whom they were m
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scorch, His name and family being did- *o ; upon whitch the Ev irtt.au chief, losing
closed, his brother, Nooakum, who was patience, hastily replied, “ we have nothing
serving with hie quota, Was called, whose else to give, unless you?take the stones of
augei was peremptorily expressed at his the hill " The attendant Sooguni (augur),
presuming to appear at Court without &  immediately turning to JRcasil, said, in an
permission ;' but this ebullition of jealousy uuder-tone, “ tie a knot on the skirt of you>-
was of little avail. Raesil was at once in* game! it in remembrance of this.” An
trodueed to the g ra r  A1 her, who bestowed expression like this irom a prophetic -tongue,
•upon, him the title of liaetil Dttrbari,?. and gave birth to the wish io be lord of Khun -
a more substantial. mark of royal favour, dalia while bis services to the king, and 
in a grant of the districts of Rewaaso and the imbecility of its Nurbban possessor, 
Khasuiii, then belonging to the Chundaila conspired to fulfil it. Watching bis oppor-
Rajpoots. This was but. (ho opening of tunny, he marched against the place, and
Raesil’s career, for scarcely had he settled being in all probability supported by bis 
his new possessions, -when he was recalled to liege lord it was abandoned without defence, 
court to take part in: an expedition against ' and the inhabitants tendered'their submiss-?
Bhutnair. Fresh services obtained new i0n to him. Henceforth, Khundaila was 
favours, and he received a coral of Khun- esteemed the principal city of the Shekha- 
daila and Oodipoor, then belonging to the wu4 confederation ; and the descendants
Nurbhan Rajpoots, who disdained to pay 0f Ruesil, using' his name as a patrnymic,
allegiance to the empire, and gave theta- are styled Haesilote, occupying all sou thern
selves up to unlicensed rapine. Shekhavaf! ; while another branch of later

Rnesil finding it, would be a work of .,rigin, called Sadhani, holds the norther*
cnUy to expel the brave Nurbhan s from j tracts. Immediately after the occupation 
their ancient tmpote (patrimony}, had re- 0f Khundaila, Raesil obtained possession of 
course to siragem to effect his object. Pre- Oodipoor, formerly called Itasoombi, also 
vions to the expedition to Bhutnair, Rnej.il belonging to the Wurbhans.* 
had espoused the daughter of the chief of Raes/accompanied his proper liege lord, 
Khundaila, and it is related that « casual w - thc great liaja Maun of Amber against 
pression, dropped on that occasion, sug- the heroic Rana p er<ap of Mewar. He 
gestott his desire to ‘•'Haiti it for himself, was ajfc0 jtt the expedition to Caubul, against 
Being dissatisfied with the dower (daeja) the A;gban9 o( Cohistan, in all of which 

' given with his bride,he, with no Commendable e n te rp r is e s  he obtained fresh distinctions, 
taste, pertinaciously insisted upon an lucres-

* It is always agreeable to And the truth of these Caohtis rape. They had loos  held possession ol these . 
simple annals corroborated in the historical remains of regions, yf which Xait, orEitsdombi, now Oodipoor, was 
the conqueror;. of the Rajpoots, The name of Kaesii the Capital, the city where the grand emaufl of thefton- 
TJurbu-i will be found, in vho Ayeeti Akberi amstiyst federation jthtays meet on great OOcrttoe* This may 
the ytimMttdar# of twelve hundred ami fifty horse j a throw light, on the Cuaodmbee mentioned on the trium.- 
rank of high Importance, being eqwafont to- that phal pillar a t Piihli; the Nnrbhan capital fet ttions likely 
eonfarredon (tee sons of potent Rajas. to be the town alluded .to, than Ousoumbeo eta theljangoe,
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Regarding his death there is no record'A the chief of Rbundiiila, who peGpmied i t 
but hie history aaother illustration of the with . signal gslhmtry ami success, Aware 
Rajpoot character,■ whilst it confirms the -that, by the display of superior force, his 
petition of the B»nva, that “ genius and good enemy would remain in liis lurking places, 
fortune are far superior to inheritance,” Girdhur put himself on terras of equality

tiaesil, at his death, had a compact and with hla foe, and with a small but select 
well-managed territory, out of which he band hunted the Mewatti loader down, and 
assigned appanages to hie seven sous, from, in the end slew him in single combat The 
whom are descended the rations families' career of Girdhur, short as it was brilliant, 
who. with relative distinctive patronymics, was terminated.- by assassination, while 
Bhoj.ttiis, Sadkanis,- Larkhanis, Taj-khanis, bathing in the Jumna. The anecdote its 
Parsrampous, Hiir-rarapotas, are recog- descriptive of the difference of manners 
mrad throughout Slajwarra by the generic between the rustic Rajpoot and the de- 
name of Shekhawut. hauched retainer of the court,
1. Girdhur...... had Khundaila am. Eewagso One of the R'umdaila chiefs men was
2. Larkhan..... ..... Kacbriawas. waiting, in a blacksmith’s shop, while his
3. Bhojraj..... ..Oodipoor. sword was repaired and sharpened. A
4. Tirvnul Rao........ KasulU and eighty-four Mooslera, passing by,thought he might have

villages. his jest with the unpolished Rajpoot, and
5. fursrarr:..............Bae. after asking some impertinent questions,
6. Hur-ramji................... .Moondurri. and laughing at the unintelligible replies in
7. Taj-khan........ .No appanage. the Bakha of Raiwurra, slipped a heated

We. shall not. break the thread of the cinder in the tap-ban of the soldier • the
narrative of the elder branch of IQiundaila insult was borne with great coolness, which 
“ chief of the sons of Shekhji,” to treat of increased the mirth of the Mussulman, and 
the junior line, though the issue of Bhojraj at length;' the turban took fire. The sword 
have eclipsed, both in population and pro- was then ready and the Thakoor, after 
perty, the senior-descendants of Baesll. foiling the' eugo with one bio ■ laid the

Girdhur -ji succeeded to the prowess, the jester’s head at his feet. He belonged to 
energy, and the estates of his father, and one of tbo chief nob Los of the - curt, whp i ru­
ler a gallant action obtained from the era - mediately led his retainers to tbe'Klmndaiia 
p?ror the title of Raja of Khtradaila. At chief’s quarters, and thence to where he 
this period, the empire was in a most dis~ was performing his religious ablutions in 
ordered state, and the mountainous region, the Jumroa, and whilst engaged in which act,, 
called Mewat, 'was inhabited by a daring unarmed and almost unattended, basely 
and ferocious banditti, called Mewobs, who murdered him. Girdhnr left several children, 
pillaged in gangs even to the gates of the Dwnrca-das, his eldest sou, suet ceded, 
capital. The task of taking, dead or alive, and soon after his accession nearly fell a 
the leader of this banditti, was assigned to victim to the jealousy of the Muaohurpoor
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chief, the representative of the eider brutish chieftain of KhunJailk were sworn ''h u d s, 
of the family, being the lineal descendant and when nothing but the life of the 'g&il&nt 
of Noonkum. The emperor had caught a Lodi would satisfy the king, Dwarca gave 
lion in the toils, and .gave'oat % grand hunt, timely notice to his hoind of the ha teful .
•when the Manohurpour chief observed that task imposed upon him, advising either 
his relative, tha Raoeilote, who was a votary submission or flight. His fate, which forms 
of Nahr-Sitigh, was the proper person to one of the most ' interesting episodes in 
engage the king of the forest Dwarca-das Ferishta’s history, • involved that of the She- 
eaw through his relative** treachery, but kliawufc chief,
cheerfully accepted the proposal. Having lie  w ar suoeeded by his soa/Birsingdeo, 
bathed and prayed, to the astonishment of who served with his contingent- in. the cop- 
the king and court, he entered the arena quest of' the Dekhan, and. was made govor- 
Pnarmed, with a brazen platter containing'' j nor of Pernalla, which he had materially 
the various .articles used ia pmja iworship), assisted in. reducing. The Xhundaik annal- 
as grains of rice, curds, and sandal ointment, ist is desirous to make it appear that his ser- 
and going directly up to the monster, made vice was independent of his liege lord of 
the tilac on his forehead, put a chaplet round Amber ; but the probability is that he was 
his neck, and prostrated himself in the usual under the immediate command of the Mirza 
attitude of adoration before the lion ; when, Baja Joy Sing, a t that period the moat 
to tiro amazement of the spectators, the noble distinguished general of his nation or of the 
beast came gently up, and with his tongue court.
repeatedly licked his face, permitting him to Birsingdeo had seven sons., of whom the 
retire without the least indication of anger, heir-apparent, Bahadoor Sing, remained at 
The emperor, who concluded that his subject Khund&ila j while estates wore assigned to 
must !( wear % charmed, life,” desired the his brothers, viz. Amur Slug, Siam Sing, 
Ehundaila chief to make any request, with Jugdeo, Bhopal ' Hiug, Mokfi Sing, and 
the assurance of compliance 5 when he re- Pairn Sing, who all increased the stock of 
eeived a delicate -reproof, in the desire Raesilotes. While the Baja was performing 

that his majesty would uevpr place another his'duties in'the Dekhan, Intelligence reach- 
person in the s-me predicament from which ed him 'that his son at home had usurped
he had happily escaped.” his title and authority j upon which, with

I)Warca-das was sUihi by the greatest hero only four horsemen, he left the army for 
of the age in which he lived, the celebrated capital. When within two co$s of Khun- 
Khan Jeban Lodi, who, according to the daik, he alighted in the house of a Jatni, of 
logends of the Shekbawuts, also fell by the whom ho requested refreshment, and begged 
hand of their lord ; and they throw an air especial care of his wearied steed, lest' he 
of romance upon .the transaction, which should be stolen ; to which site sharply re­
mould grace the annals of chivalry in any plied, “ Is not .Bahadoor Bing ruler here i '
age or country,. Khan fehan and the You may leave gold in the highway, and no
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om  dare touch it.*' The old chieftain was 'Bahadoor :had' flod from Khnhdaila, and' 
so delighted with this testimony to hi? son’s that the Toork was bent on the destruction 
discharge of a prince's duties, that, without | » r its shrines. I t  reached the-'ear of Siiiijauu 
dis closing himself or hia suspicions, he iia- ! S'ug, the chieftain of Cbapowlee, a descend* 
mediately returned to the .'Dekhan, where he ant of Rhofraj, the. second eon of Itaesi! 
died. Embned with all the spirit of this hero, the

Bahadoor Sing succeeded, and on his brave Bhcjam resolved' to devote himself 
father’s death repaired 1o the armies in the to the protection of the temple, or perish 
south, commanded by Arungzeb in person. . ir, its defence. At the moment the tidings 
Being insulted by a Mooslem chief, bearing roaphed him, he was solemnizing Ins nuptials 
the same name with himself, and obtaining on the Marwar frontier. Hastening home 
bo redress from the bigotted prince, he j with his bride, he left her with his mother,
.left the army in disgust, upon which Ins and .bade both & solemn 'farewell. In • vain 
name, was erased from the list of mnnstfb- his kindred, collecting round him. dissuaded 
darn I t was at this time the tyrant issued from his design, urging that it was Bahadoor 
5vib mandate for the capitation-tax on all Sing’s annir, not his. (< Am not L” he said, ‘ X
his Hindu subjects, and 'for the destruction “'also of R^esil’sstock, and can I  allow tfte 
of their temples,* Toork to destroy the dwelling of the Tkakcrn

To the personal enemy of the Shekbawufc (lord), and not attempt to save it? Would 
was intrusted ihe twofold duty of exacting this be acting the part of a Rajpoot ?” As 
tribute, aud the demolition of the temple, their entreaties were vain, they, to the 
the ornament of Ktmmiaila, whose chief, number of sixty, resolved to accompany 
degrading the name of Bahadoor (warrior), him, and share bis fate. They were joined 
abandoned his capital; and the royal, army by a patty of Bhahadoor’s adherents, and 
had arrived within two ooss without the succeeded in entering Khuudtula The tow 
appearance of opposition. The news spread- perial commander, to whom this unlooked- 
over the lands of the confederacy, that for opposition was reported, well aware of

The nnnwrous rained shrines and mtrtilated statues what » Kajpoot is capable when expited to 
in every town and village, still attest t,ha wsc with which action, and perhaps moved by s  generous 
the bigot's orders we» obeyed •. nor is there ar, image . „
of iia? »ntiq'ait.y with ar< eutfre set. of features (except ia ic e h u g  a t  seeing handful of men oppose an
spot* imr-rcriaa* to his myrmidons), froie- la»hor to Capo army, requested that two of their number
Comorih, Omkarj'i, whoso temple is oa a  small island of . * . , ' . e
1’, • Herbudds, atone, is is said, supported his dignity in ni!g h t bo d e p u te d  to  tits c a m p  to  confe-i W ith
the mdkcrimimUe attack onrhe deities on Hind. ‘ 1’ h im . H e  to ld  them, that notwithstanding 
J *  «  god, (said'the tyranngl but ^ ttv  emoeU^. tbe oomm^ d tUfi- he should
let th e n  etnaoe their power, sna by some miracle rtsisr. a

iirm o in a ijl Omkaqi received the **«>.'Wow:o» his raze the temple-to the ground, he would be

■£u-JLTZ: XSZSBKSSl » « * *  <”• •— * * *  *  * 1 *  «*•
r«u>o.titkm of the injory I This sensibility, though without mission) with taking off the k u l l t i S ,  or golden 
thopow.-,- Of avcaging himself, »«4e OrnkWi sh<i»e whioh 8unnoanted its pinnacle. They
doubly rebooted, and it continues to lie one of tbe
frenuan^.d and moat venerated it:, those regions. endeavoured to dissuade him offered money
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f •' : y . k 9 1 ‘ />.1' 1 * P’r ...r ... .ir.fr *» * ,*k ...

AS&ALS o f  AMBER. ■ <8L



*0 ^ le utmost possible amount of their royal garrison; but the old officers, both 
means ; but the answer was, the kullus territorial and financial, were retained by 
must come down.” One of these noble the conqueror.
delegates, no longer able to contain himself, Bahadoor Sing continued to reside in an 
exclaimed, “ Break down the kullus/” as adjacent township, and through his Dowan, 
with some moist clay at his feet ho moulded obtained a certain share of the crops and 
a ball, which he placed on a little mound transit duties, viz. a seer out of every 
before him ; and drawing his sword, re- maund of the former, and one pice 'in every 
peated, “ Break down the kullus! I dare rupee of the latter. In process of time, 
you even to break this ball of clay!’’ The the family residence and gardens were 
intrepidity of this action gained the applause given up to him, and when the Syeds 
even of the foe, and they had safe conduct obtained power he regained bis country, 
to rejoin their brethern, and prepare them though a garrison of the royal troops was 
lor the worst. retained, whose expenses he paid. He left

At this time, Khundaila had no fortifica- three sons, viz. Ivesuri Sing, Futteh Sing, 
tions ; there was, however, a gateway half and Oodey Sing.
v, av up the hill in the route of ascent, which Kesuri, solicitous to hold his lands on 
led to the place of residence of its chieftains, the same terms as his ancestors, namely, 
adjoining which was the temple. One party service to the lord-paramount, assembled 
was stationed in the gatewy, while Shujaun his adherents, and with his second brother,
reserved for himself thedefence of the temple, Futteh Sing, departed for th e  imperial
in which he took post with his kinsmen, camp, to proffer his service. The Munohnr- 
W hen the mercenaries of the tyrant ad- poor chief, the elder branch of the family, 
vancod, the defenders of the gateway, after was in the royal camp, and having regained 
dealing many a distant death, inarched upon his lost consequence by the depression of 
them sword in hand, and perished. When Khundaila, was by no means willing again 
they px-hod on to the chief object of attack, to part, with it. He intrigued with the 

baud issued forth in small detached second brother, Futteh Sing, to whom he 
parties, having first made their obeisances proposed a division of the lands ; the latter 
to the image, and carried destruction along lent himself to the intrigue, and the Dewan, 
wi them, i.hujann was the last who fell, seeing that a family quarrel would involve 

e temple was levelled to earth, the idol the destruction of them all, repaired to 
■ ° ^  ̂*e<“es> aQd fhe fragments thrown Khundaila, and through the mother, a Gor

° t >15 ou** a!’011 ^  a moeque erected on Bajpootni, he advocated the partition, A
its rums, .There is hardly a town of nntp :r, v , , „ ,„  ,  ̂ Jv*n oi note in census was accordingly made of the popu-
Raj warm that has not to relate a similar b,l« i *• , . .  ,, , ,n , , similar tale lation1, and a measurement of the lands,

Is ova our in the defence of their of which two portions were assigned to
household gods against the iniquitous and Futteh Sing, and the three remaining to the
impolitic Anmgseb.^ Khundaila received a Raja. The town itself was partitioned in
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the same manner. Henceforth, the brothers chief of Dante, basely deeming this- an 
held no intercourse with each other, and opportunity to consult his own interest,
Kesuri preferred Kaotah as his residence, abandoned the field, to take possession of 
though whenever he came to Klmndaila, Rewasso. The 4 lion’ of Khundaila (Kesuri),
Futteh Sing withdrew. Things remained in observing these defections, when the shout 
this state until the Dewan prompted his of J y !  jy!"  (victory, victory), already rang 
master to get rid of the agreement which in his ears, could not help exclaiming, in 
had secured the ascendancy of Munohur- the bitterness of despair, “ Had Futteh 
poor in the Shekhawut federation,by destroy- Sing been here, he would not have deserted 
ing his brother. The Dewan arranged a me.’' He disdained, however, to give 
friendly meeting at Kaotah for the avowed way, and prepared to meet hia fate 
purpose of reconciliation, when Futteh Sing like a true Raesilote. Sending to where 
fell a victim to assassination ; but the insti- the battle yet raged for his youngest 
gator to the crime mot his proper reward, brother, Oodey Sing, he urged him to save 
for a splinter of the sword which slew himself; but the young Rajpoot scorned 
Futteh Sing entered his neck, and was the obedience to such a behest, until Kesuri 
occasion of his death. made known his determination not to quit

Kesuri Sing, having thus recovered all the field, adding that it he also were slain, 
his lost authority, from the contentions at there would be an end of his line. Others 
court, conceived he might refuse the tribute joined their persuasions, .and even attempted 
of Rewasso, hitherto paid to the Ajmer to turn Kesuri from his purpose. “ No,” 
treasury, while that of Khundaila went to replied the chief, “ I have no desire for 
Narnol. Syed Abdoolla, then Vizier, found life ; two black deeds press upon me ; the 
leisure to resent this insult, and sent a force murder of my brother, and curse of the 
against Khundaila. Every Raesilote in Charuns of Bikaner, whom I  neglected at 
the country assembled to resist the Toork, the distribution of the nuptial gifts. I will 
and even his foe of Munohurpoor sent his not add a third by dastardly flight. ’ As 
quota, led by the dhdbhae (foster-brother), Oodey Sing reluctantly obeyed, while the 
to aid the national cause. Thus strength- swords rung around him, Kesuri made a 
ened, Kesuri determined to oppose the royal hasty sacrifice to A m n i-m a ta  ( mother 
forces hand to hand in the plain, and the earth ), of which flesh, blood, and earth 
rival armies encountered at the border town are the ingredients. He cut pieces from 
of Deolee. While victory manifested a his own body, but as scarcely any blood 
wish to side with the confederated Shekhar flowed, his own uncle, Mokum Sing of 
wuta, the old jealousies of Munohurpoor Allodha, parted with some of his, for so grand 
revived, and he withdrew his quota from the an obligation as the retention of Khundaila, 
field, at the same moment that the Kasulli Mixing his own flesh, and his uncle’s blood, 
chief, on whom much depended, was slain, with a portion of his own sandy soil, ha 
To crown these misfortunes, the Larkhani formed small balls in d a n  (gift), for the
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m a in t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  la n d  to  h is  p o s t e r i t y .  T h e  tu r n , h e  h a d  a g a in  r e c o u r s e  t o  chul (a tr a t a -  

D 'h om b  (b a r d ) ,  w h o  r e p e a t e d  th e  ia c a n t a -  g e m .)  T h e r e  w e r e  tw o  f e u d a t o r ie s  o f  N o o n -  

t io n a ,  p r o n o u n c e d  th e  s a c r i f ic e  a c c e p t e d ,  a n d  k u r n ’s  Vine, j o in t - h o ld e r s  o f  K h a j r o l l i ,  w h o  

t h a t  s e v e n  g e n e r a t io n s  o f  h i s  l i n e  s h o u ld  h a d  l o n g  b e e n  a t  v a r ia n c e  w i t h  D e e p  S i n g  o f  

r u le  in  . K h u n d a i l a *  T h e  b r a v e  K e s u r i  o f  K a s u l l i ,  t h e  p r in c ip a l  a d v is e r  o f  t h e  y o u n g  

w a s  s la in , th e  t o w n  t a k e n ,  a n d  Q o d e y  S i n g  R a ja  o f  K h u n d a i la .  T h e y  w e r e  g a in e d  o v e r  

c a r r ie d  to  A j m e r , w h e r e  h e  r e m a in e d  t h r e e  to  t h e  p u r p o s e  o f  t h e  M u n o h u r p o o r  c h ie f ,  

y e a r s  in  c a p t iv i t y .  A t  th is  t im e ,  th e  c h ie f s  w h o  s e n t  t h e m  w it h  a  p r iv a t e  m e s s a g e  to  

o f  O o d ip o o r  a n d  K a s u l l i  d e t e r m in e d  t o  c u t  D e e p  S a g ,  t h a t  n o  s o o n e r  s h o u ld  M o n o h u r -  

o f f  th e  r o y a l  g a r r is o n  in  K h u n d a i la  ; b u t  p o o r  f a l l  th a n  h e  w o u ld  b e  d e p r iv e d  o f  K a s u l l i .  

a p p r e h e n s iv e  o f  t h e  d a n g e r  i t  m ig h t  o c c a s io n  T h e s e  t r e a c h e r o u s  p r o c e e d in g s  w e r e  b u t  to o  

t o  th e ir  c h ie f ,  t h e y  s e n t  a  s p e c ia l  m e s s e n g e r  c o m m 0 n  a m o n g s t  “  t h e  s o n s  o f  S h e k b j i .”  

t o  A jm e r , t o  a c q u a in t  th e  v ic e r o y  o f  t h e ir  D e e p  S i n g  fe l l  in to  t h e  s n a r e ,  a n d  a t  b r e a k  

s c h e m e , p r e v io u s  to  i t s  e x e c u t io n ,  t o  p r e v e n t  0 f  d a y ,  w h e n  th e  t r u m p e t s  s o u n d e d  f o r  t h e  

h is  b e in g  im p l ic a t e d .  K h u n d a i la  w a s  s a r -  a s s a u lt ,  t h e  d r u m s  o f  t h e  K a s u l l i  c h i e f  w e r e  

p r is e d ,  an d  D e o n a t h  a n d  t h r e e  h u n d r e d  h oard  in  f o i l  m a r c h  to  h i s  e s t a t e .  O o d y  

T o o r k s  p u t  t o  th e  s w o r d . T h e  v i c e r o y ,  g i u g ,  t h u s  d e p r iv e d  o f  h i s  r e v e n g e ,  f o l lo w e d  

d e s ir o u s  to  r e c o v e r  th e  p la c e ,  c o n s u l t e d  h i s  D e e p  S i n g ,  w h o ,  a w a r e  o f  h is  i n a b i l i t y '  t o  

p r is o n e r , w h o  offered , t o  r e - in s t a t e  h im  i f  COp e  w i t h  h is  im m e d ia t e  c h ie f ,  f le d  fo r  s u c -  

h e  g r a n te d  h im  l ib e r t y .  T h e  N a w a b  d e m a n -  Co u r  t o  J e ip o o r ,  a n d  K a s u l l i  f e l l  a  s a c r i f i c e  

d e d  a  h o s t a g e ,  b u t  t h e  y o u n g  R a j p o o t  to  th e  a r t i f ic e s  w h ic h  p r e s e r v e d  M u n o h u r p o o r .

s a id  h e  k n e w  o f  n o n e  b u t  h i s  o w n  m o th e r ,  T h e  g r e a t  J e y  S i n g  t h e n  r u le d  A m b e r  j  h e

w h o  w i l l i n g ly  b e c a m e  th e  p l e d g e  fo r  h e r  r e c e iv e d  t h e  s u p p l ia n t  c h ie f ,  a n d  p r o m is e d  h im  

s o n .  H e  f u l f i l le d  h is  a g r e e m e n t ,  a n d  t h e  a m p le  r e d r e s s , on  h is  s w e a r in g  to  b e c o m e  h is  

v ic e r o y  w a s  s o  p le a se d  w it h  h i s  f r a n k  a n d  v a ssa l a n d  t r ib u t a r y .  D e e p  s w o r e  a l l e g ia n c e  to  

l o y a l  c o n d u c t ,  t h a t  o n  p a y in g  a  la r g e  n u x -  th e  g a d i  o f  J e y  S in g ,  a n d  s ig n e d  a  t r ib u t a r y  

zerana. h e  r e s to r e d  h im  to  h is  c a p i t a l .  e n g a g e m e n t  o f  fo u r  th o u s a n d  r u p e e s  a n n u a l ly  j

O o d e v  S in g  s f ir s t  a c t  w a s  to  a s s e m b le  h i s  T h u s  r e c o m m e n c e d  t h e  s u p r e m a c y  o f  

b r e t h e m ,  in  o r d e r  t o  p u n is h  M u n o h u r p o o r ,  A m b e r  o v e r  t h e  c o n f e d e r a t e d  S h e k h a w u t s ,  

w h o s e  t r e a c h e r y  h a d  c a u se d  th e m  so  m u c h  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  t h r o w n  o f f  e v e r  s in c e  t h e  

m is e r y .  T h e  f o s t e r  b r o th e r , w h o  c o m m a n d -  d is p u t e  r e g a r d in g  th e  c o l t s  o f  A m r u t s i r ,  th e  

e d o n  th a t  o c c a s s io n ,  w a s  a g a in  e n tr u s te d  a n c ie n t  m a r k  o f  h o m a g e ,  w h e n  “ th e  s o n s  o f

w it h  t h e  c o m m a n d  ; b u t  h e  f le d  a f t e r  a  S h e k b j i”  c o n s is t e d  o n ly  o f  a  f e w  h u n d r e d

s h a r p  e n c o u n te r ,  a n d  M u n o h u r p o o r  w a s  i n -  a r m e d  m e n .  S h o r t ly  a f t e r  th is  ' t r a n s a c t io n  

v e s t e d .  S e e in g  h e  h a d  n o  c h a n c e  o f  s u lv a -  J e y  S i n g  p r o c e e d e d  to  t h e  G a n g e s  t o  f u l f i l

* The fifth, as will be seen hereafter, lias been ex- ce r â ' !3 rites Upon an eclipse, and while
pelled, and authority usurped by the Kasulli branch of perfbrmng his ablutions in the sacred
the family, and unless soma fortunate charge should
occur, the devotion of Kesuri was useless, and the s t re a m > a n d  t h e  g i f t s  fo r  d is t r ib u t io n  t o  th e
prophecy must fall to the ground. p r ie s t s  b e in g  c o l le c t e d  o n  th e  b a n k ,  h e

VA 5 / ?  ANKALS OF AMBER. 347 I C J



inquired “ who was prsent to receive dan name, when his resources failing, he fled to 
that day?” The Kasulli chief, spreading out Nuroo in Mar war, and his son, Sowae Sing, 
the skirt of his garment, replied, he was an presented the keys, throwing himself on 
applicant. Such dan (gifts) being only given the clemency of the conqueror. He was ' 
to mavgtas, or mendicants, in which class well received, and pardoned, on condition 
they put priests, poets, and the poor, the of becoming tributary to Amber. He 
Iiu:a asked, laughing, “ W hat is your desire, followed the example of the Kasulli chief,
Thakoor ?” To which Deep Sing replied, that and signed an engagement to pay annually 
through his intercession the son of Futteh one lakh of rupees. From this a deduction 
Sing might obtain his father’s share of khun- of fifteen thousand was subsequently made, 
d a ill ; which request was complied with. and in time being reduced twenty thousand 

This occurence was in A. D. 1716, when more, sixty-five thousand continued to be 
the -Tats were rising into power, and when the tribute of Khundaila, until the decay 
all the minor Rajas served with their con- of both the parent state and its scion, when 
tingents under the great Jey Sing, as lieu- the weakness of the former, and the merei- 
teuant of the emperor. Along with the loss outrages of the predatory powers, 
princes of Kerowli, Bhadorea, Sheopoor, and Pathan and Mahratta, rendered its amount 
many others of the third rank, was Oodey uncertain and difficult to realize. Moreover 
Ring of Khundaila. During the seige of recalling his promise to Deep Sing, he res- 
Thoon, the Shekhawut chief was repri- tored the division of the lands as existing 
manded for neglect of duty, and al though he prior to the murder of Futteh Sing, viz. 
owed a double allegiance to Jey Sing, as three shares to Sowae Sing, with the title 
his natural liege lord and lieutenant of the of chief of the Shekhawuts, and two to Dheer 
king, he would not brook the censure from Sing, son of Futteh Sing. The young 
one of his own race, and indignantly with- cousin chieftains, now joint-holders of Khun- 
drew from the siege. Chooramun the Jat, daila, attended their liege lord with their 
having contrived to make his peace, with the contingent; and Oodey Sing, taking advan­
c e d  vizier, when Thoori was upon the eve foge of their absence, with the aid of a 
of surrender, and Oodey Sing being impli- band of outlawed Larkhanis, surprised and 
cated in this intrigue, Jey  Sing, who was took Khundaila. Attended by the Jeipoor 
mortified at an occurence which prevented troops, the son performed the dutiful task of 
the gratification of a long-cherished resent- expelling his father from his inheritance, 
meat against the upstart Jats, determined who again fled to Nuroo, where tie resided 
that the Khundaila chief should suffer for upon a pension of five rupees a day, given 
his audacity. Attended by the imperialists by his son, until his death. He, however, 
under Bazeed Khan, and all his home clans, outlived Sowae Sing, who left three sons ; 
he laid siege to the citadel called Oodigurh. Bindrabun, who succeeded to Khundaila ;
Oodey Sing held out a month in this castle j'Simboo, who had the appanage of Eanolli ; 
he had constructed and called by his own ! and Koosul, having that of Biperolli.
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CHPATER YI.

Bindrabun Das adheres to Madhu Sing in the civil tears of Amber.— Partition of lands 
annulled.—Self-immolation of the Brahmins.— Consequences to Bindrabun, in his contest 
with Indvr Sing, the other chief of Khundaila.— Civil war.— Prodigal expiatory sacrifice 
of Bindrabun.— He abdicates.— Govind Sing.— Is assassinated.—Nursing-Das.—Rise 
and devastations of the M'ahrattas.— Siege of Khundaila.— Terms of redemption. Murder 
of deputies by the Mahrattas.—Indur Sing perishes in the attempt to avenge them.— Pertap 
Sing. Rise o f the Seekur chief.— Transactions between Pertap and Nursing, his co­
partner. Pertap> obtains the whole of Khundaila.— Nursing recovers by stratagem his 
share of Khundaila.— Domestic lyroih and feuds.— General assembly of the Sadhani and 
Raesilote chiefs, to counteract the encroachments o f Amber.— Treaty between the Shekhawuts 
and the court of Amber. — Violated by the latter.•— The confederacy assault the tenon of 
the Hidden faction.— Nursing refuses tribute to the court, and Khundaila is sequestrated.—
Bur sing and Pertap treacherously made captive, and conveyed to Jeipoor.— Khundaila 
a nnexed to the fisc.

B indrabun Das steadfastly adhered to accident not only saved him from exile,
Madhu Sing in the civil wars which ensued but restored him to his rights, 
for the gadi of Amber, and the latter, when The mercenaries were supported at the 
success attended his cause, wished to reward sole charge of Bindrabun, and as his an- 
the important services of his feudatory. A t cestors left no treasury, ho was compelled to 
his request, he consented that the partition resort to the contribution called dind from 
of the lands which had caused so much his subjects, not even exempting the hierar- 
bloodshed should be annulled, and that chy. Piqued at this -unusual demand, some 
Bindrabun should rule as sole lord of of the wealthiest Brahmins expostulated 
Khundaila. I  ive thousand men were placed with the Raja on this inlignity to the order- 
under his command for the expulsion of the But their appeals were disregarded by their 
minor, Indur Sing, grandson of Deo Sing, chief, whose existence depended On supplies, 
who made a stout resistance formany months; The loss of influence as well as wealth being 
but at length his little castle was no longer the frqit of this disregard of their romon- 
tenable, and he lied to Parasoli, where he strance, they had recourse to that singular' 
again defended himself, and was again on species of re renge termed chandi, or self- 
the point of surrender, when an unexpected immolation, and poiguarded themselves in 
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his presence, pouring maledictions on his sided with his father’s foe. Bindrabun, in 
head with their last breath. The blood of order to create a diversion, sallied out to 
Brahmins now rested on the head of Bin- attack Koochore 5 to oppose which, his son, 
drabun; even amongst his personal friends together with his nephew, H rthi Sing of 
he laboured under a species of excommuui- Xlanolli and his retainers, withdrew from 
cation, and his liege lord, Madhu Sing of the batteries to defend it. But the attack 
Amber, in order to expiate his indirect on Koochore had already failed, and Bindra- 
sliare in the guilt, recalled his troops, and bun was on his retreat to regain Khua- 
distributed twenty thousand rupees to the daila, when he was intercepted. The battle 
Brahmins of his own capital. Indur Sing took place outside the city, whose gates 
had thus time to breathe, and having col- were shut against friend and foe, to prevent 
lected all his retainers, wisely joined the a pell-mell entry. A t the same time, the 
Jeipoor army assembling under the command seige of Oodigurh was not slackened; it 
of the celebrated Khoshialiram Bhora to was defended by Govind Sing the eldest son 
chastise the liao of Macherri, who was ex- of Bindrabun, while the batteries against 
polled and obliged to seek refuge with the it were commanded by another near kinsman 
Jats. In this service Indur Sing so much Nnhr Sing of Cherana. For several days 
distinguished himself, that, on the payment daily combats ensued, in which were to be 
of a nuzeerana of fifty thousand rupees, lie seen father and son, uncles and nephews, and 
recovered his lost share of Khundaila, by a cousins within every degree of affinity, 
regular putla, or grant, of the Raja. destroying each other. At length, both

Perpetual feuds, however, raged between parties were exhausted and compromise 
these two kings of Khundailla, each of ensued, in which Indur Sing obtained the 
whom had his castle, or fortified palace, rights he had so manfnlly vindicated.
Each day “ there was war even in the gates” At this time, a dying and desultory effort 
of Khundaila, and at the hazard of prolixity to regain his lost power was made by Nujuf 
we shall state how it was conducted, chal- Kooli Khan, at the head of the imperialists, 
lenging the records of any civil war to pro- who, conducted by the traitorous Macherri 
duce an instance in which all the ties of Rao, led the royal army into the lands of 
blood and kindred were more disregarded the confederacy to raise contributions, for 
than in this helium plusquam civile. which he was cordially and laudably de-

ludur Sing had popularity on his side tested. Nowul Sing of Nowulgurh, Bagh 
to balance the other’s superior power, and he Sing of Keytri, Sobrajmul of Bussao, all 
was briskly pushing an attack on Oodigurh, chieftains of the Sadbanis, unble to comply 
the castle of his opponent, when he was with the requisitions, were carried off, and 
joined by Raghunath Sing, the younger son retained captive till ransomed for many 
of his foeman. This youth, who had the lakhs of rupees; all eventually raised upon 
township of Koochore in appanage, helped the impoverished husbandman and indus- 
himself to three more, to retain which he trious merchant.
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The din of civil war having ended, the Nursing-das, his eldest son, succeeded, 
ministers of religion never ceased poor- In spite of internal dissensions, occasional 
jna into the eai*s of Bindrabun, the nece- chastisement, and pecuniary exactions from 
ssity of expiation and oblations for the the imperial armies, or those of their iinme- 
murder of their brethren, and he was daily diate liege lord of Amber, the confederated 
sacrificing the birthright of his children, frerage of Shekhavati had increased their 
in grants of the best lands of Khundaila, territory and population. Only the shadow 
to these drones of society, when Govind, of a name now remained to the empire of 
the heir-apparent, remonstrated, which was the great Mogul; and their own lord-para- 
followed by the abdication of Bindrabun, mount, satisfied with a certain degree of 
who, appropriating five townships and the homage, tribute, and service on emergencies, 
impost duties of Khundaila for his support, was little inclined to trench further upon 
left the cares of government to bis son." their national independence. But a new

Govind Sing did not long enjoy the enemy had now arisen, and though of their 
honours of chief of the Raesilotes. The own faith, far more destructive than even 
year of his elevation having produced an un- the intolerant islamite. Happy were the 
favourable harvest, at the request of his inhabitants of the desert, who had an ocean 
vassal of Ranolli he proceeded to inspect the of sand between them and this scourge of 
crops preparatory to a reduction in the India, the insatiable Mahratta. After the 
assessment. Less superstitious than his fatal day of Mairta, where the evil genius 
father, he preserved in spite of the predict- of Rajpoot&na enabled Be Boigne to give 
ions of the astrologer, who told him, “ to the last blow to her independence, the de- 
beware the ides (amams) of Paush,” and sultory hordes roved in bands through the 
not to go abroad that day. In  the course lands of the confederation, plundering, mur~ 
of the excursion, one of his personal attend- dering, and carrying off captive the principal 
ants, a Rajpoot of KajrolU, had lost some chiefs or their children, as hostages for 
valuable article entrusted to his charge, and contributions they could not realize. These 
the impetuous chief broadly taxed him with were dragged about after their armies, until 
theft.. His protestations of innocence were the hardships and indignities they under- 
unavailing, and considering himself dis- went made them sell every article of value, 
honoured by the imputation, which might or until the charge of keeping, or the trouble 
possibly he followed by some disgraceful of guarding them, rendered their prolonged 
punishment, he determined to anticipate his captivity burdensome to the wandering 
chief, and murdered him that night. Govind Southrons.
left five sons, Nursing, Soorajmul (who Let us follow the path of tho barbarians, 
had Dodea), Bagh Sing, Jowan Sing, and and trace ta ly  one day’s acts of outrage.- 
Runjeet, all of whom had families. Whe’n the Mahrattas entered the lands of

* His second son, Baghunath, had Koochore in the federation, soon after the battle of 
appanage. Mairta, they first attacked Bae. The*'
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inhabitants, knowing that they had no hope his attendant, began unceremoniously to 
of mercy from these marauders, fled, carry- smoke, when a rude Dekhany knocked the 
ing away nil the effects they could to the pipe from his hand. The Thakoor’e sword 
larger towns, while a garrison of eighty was unsheathed in an instant, but ere he had 
Rajpoots took post in the little castle, to time to use it a pistol-ball passed through 
defend the point of honour against this new his brain. Puleel Sing’s party, attempting 
assailant. Bae was stormed ; not one Raj- to avenge their companion, were cut off to 
poot would accept of quarter, and all were a man ; and Indur Sing, who had left 
put to the sword. The enemy proceeded to Khundaila to learn how the negotiations 
Kfmndaila, the route marked by similar sped, arrived just in time to see his elans- 
tracks of blood. When within two cuss of men butchered. He was advised to regain 
the town, the horde halted at, Hodegong, Khundaila : “ No,” replied the intrepid
and a Pundit* was sent to Rao Indur Sing Raesilote ; “ better that I should fall before 
to settle the contribution, which was fixed the gates of khundaila than enter them 
at twenty thousand rupees, besides three after such disgrace, without avenging my 
thousand in glm s\ (bribe), for the Brahmin kinsmen.” Dismounting from his horse, 
negotiator, The two chiefs, who negocia- he turned him loose, his adherents following 
ted on the part of the joint Rajas of Khun- bis example ; and sword in hand they rushed 
daila, proceeded with the Pundit to the on the host of assassins and met their fate, 
enemy’s camp ; their names were Nowal Indur Sing was stretched beside his vassals, 
and Duleel. As it was out of their power j and, strange to say, Duleel was the only 
to realize so large a sum, they were j survivor : though covered with wounds, he 
accompanied bv the joint revenue officers of j  was taken up alive, and carried to the has- 
Khundaila as ole, or hostage, when to their tile camp.
dismay, the Southron commander demurred, Such was the opening scene of the length- 
arid said they themselves must remain. One ened tragedy enacted in Shekbavati, when 
of the chieftains, with the sang froui which a Mahratta aotora sueceeeded to Phathans 
Rajpoot never loses, coolly replied, that all(d Moguls ; heirs to their worst feelings, 
should not be, and taking bis hooka from without one particle of their magnanimity 

--------------------------------------------- .--------—~ or courtesy, But the territory of the confe-
* The ministers of religion were the only clerks deracy wag far too narrow a Btage J even 

amongst this race of depredators, and they were not , ,. , . ,  ,. ,
behind the most illiterate in cupidity, and to say the th e  e iltlre  P,am of Ind,a appeared at one 
truth, oourage, when required; and as for skill, in time too restricted for the hydra-headed ban-

skilful, and imperturbable, he would have baffled d l t t*> *<» »  there a principality, distnet, or 
Wachiaveili himself. even township, from tho Sutlej to the sea,

+ Gkoos is literally1 a bribe j' and no treaty or tram- where similar massacres have not been
action was ever carried on without this stipulation. So known, and but for our interposition, such 
sacred was the ghoos held, from tyrant usage, that the t 1
Feshwa ministers, when they ruled the destinies of s scenes would have continued to the present 
♦heir nation, stipulated that the ghooi should go to the : hour 
privy purse i '
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