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PREFACE.

y IT was suggested by the Archeeological Department that the occasion of the

. Coronation Durbar of December 1910 would be a unique opportunity for the
gathering together on loan of many articles to which the general public had nof
‘hitherto had access. All the exhibits, it was thought, should have some intimate
-connection with the history of Delhi, its rulers, or its famous characters.

Nearly 1,000 exhibits were sent on loan from all parts of India, Mr. J. P.
‘Thompson, I.C.S., being responsible for the collection of many from Delhi, while the
Honorary Secretary took advantage of a visit to Rajputana to colleet many objects
from native states. Two hundred and fifty exhibits were lent by the Delhi Museum
-of Archaeology, while the Lahore Museum, the local Government of the Punjab and
‘many private owners also contributed to the collection. The names of the lenders of
-each exhibit have been given hereafter, wherever possible. On the representation of
the Director General of Archaeology, R4,000 were granted by the Government of
India for the expenses of the Exhibition, and a local committee of the following

gentlemen were selected :—
 PRESIDENT:
" Lieutenant-Colonel C. M. Darras, I.A,, Commissioner of Delhi.

: MEMBERS:
C. A. Barrox, Esquire, I.C.8.,, Deputy Com- Rir Naravan, Esquire, Barrister-at-Law,
sioner of Delhi. ' ; Mir Nisiz Arr, Khan Bahidur,
J. P. Tuowrsoy, Esquire, I.C.S. M. Guurin MuaamMap Hasan Kuan, Khan
J. Pu. Voart, Esquire, Pu.D., Officiating Bahadur. '
Director-General of Arch®ology in India. Hizik-ur-Murk Hakin MuHAMMAD AJMAL
A. Lamri, Esquire, I.C.8, v Kuax.
‘The Rev. C. F. Avprews, M.A., Cambridge Suira-vL-Murk Hakiy MumaMMAD RAzZI-UD-
Mission. pin ArvMaD KHAN.
Herr TMRE SCHWAIGER. Kawiran Mapnop Husaty, Munsif.

" MamavanHOPADHYAYA P. BANKE RAIL

HONORARY SECRETARY : .

Gorpon SANDERSON, Esquire, Superintendent, Muhammadan and British Monuments,
Northern Circle, and Hon., Curator, Delhi Musenm of Archmology.

At the suggestion of Sir Louis Dane, His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor
of the Punjab, who throughout took an active interest in the Exhibition, the Mumtaz
Mahal in the Delhi Fort (see Plate X ) was chosen to house the Exhibition.
R19,913 were spent on the conservation of the building ' (it had been used till then
as a Sergeants’ Mess), and R2,000 were spent on cases and cabinets for the exhibits,

;See Annual Progress Report, 1911-1913, of Superintendent, Mukammadan and British Monuments, Northern
Circle, p. 26.
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Xiv ' PREFACE.

Two thousand one hundred and ninety-six people visited the Museum, proceeds -

from entrance fees, ete., amounting to R1,448-2, while R371 were realised from
the sale of catalogues. The actual expenses were not so much as anticipated,
and only amounted to £8,387-1-10. Their Tmperial Majesties the King and Queen
visited the Exhibition with their suite on the afternoon of the Royal Garden Party
of December 12th, 1911, and examined the collection, being received by Sir Louis
Dane, the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjah. ' :

The Museum closed at the end of March 1912, and, it being considered that
some more permanent record of the collection, many of the articles of which might
never again be seen by the public, was necessary, this volume has consequently been
prepared.

A. catalogue of the Exhibition was prepared by Mr. J. P. Thompson, 1.C.8., who
was placed on special duty in this connection by the Punjab Government, and the
notes accompanying the Plates hereafter are taken therefrom. The numbers, given
with each exhibit, are those of the Exhibition catalogue, a few unsold copies of
which may still be obtained from the Honorary Secretary.

Bspecial thanks are due to Khan Bahadur Mir Nasir Ali Khan, and Khwaja
Mahmud Husain of Delhi for their assistance in cataloguing the exhibits, while
Maulvi Shuaib of the Archeeological Department has been responsible for the trans.
cription of the farmdans and the inseriptions on the arms and pictures,

The preparation and arrangement of the volume, with the notes on the
colouring of the pictures, ave the work of Mr. Gordon Sanderson, the Honorary
Secretary, assisted by Maulvi Zafar Hasan of the Archeeological Department.



SECTION I.—ARMS AND ARMOUR.

Norn.—d. I. M. (see footnobe)—drmy of the Indian Moghuls, by W. Irvine, late Bengal Civil Service.
: London, Luzac & Co., 1903. .

Prare 1.

()
-“A. 1. Collection of 15 SABRES. (The word ‘sabre’ is here used throughout for all curved,
cutting swords.)

Names of the various parts of the sword arve:—7eghak, blade, nabak, furrows on blade, gabzak,
hilt, jaenarela (?), sarnal, or muhnal, and taknal, metal mountings of scabbard, Zemrsal (the belt ?),!
bandtar(?).

The quality, or temper of a blade, was its 74, (water), the term for the “watering >’ of a blade
being jauhar.?

Another name for the belt was Aama,id.> The words used to denote swords in general were
talwar (Hindi), tegh, shamsher (Persian), and occasionally saif’ (Arabic).

The word shamsher, “when used with a more specific meaning, was applied to the curved
weapon familiar to us as the oriental sword, or, as it is frequently called, the scimitar. It is purely
a cutbing weapon, as its shape and the small size of its grip sufficiently demonstrate.””* Flexibility
was not required, and the steel used was harder and took a finer cutting edge than that used in the
west. It was algo proportionately more brittle. The word scimitar > is probably a corruption of
shamsher. :

Lent by the Delhi Museum of Archeology.
(6)
A. 2. COAT OF MAIL (Zirih).

The cuirass, ete. (Chahar dinak) were sometimes worn over this zirik.

Lent by Mr. Imre Schwaiger, of Delhi.

A. 3, STRAIGHT SWORD (kkhanda), with épiked pommel.

These swords, as will be seen from the old pictures, e.y. C. 153, Plate XXXVIII/ and
C. 2554 Plate LIV @, were not worn with a sword-belt like the sabre, but were carried in the hand
in asheath. (See also note on A. 45, Plate II1d.) ‘

Lent by the Heir-Apparent of Bhopal.

A. 4. STRAIGHT SWORD widening towards the point,
Lent by the Delhi Museum of Archaology.

A. 5. DAGGER (Katar or jamdhar).

Blade chiselled in low relief, with representation of fighting elephants. The blades of these
daggers were generally straight, but their most striking characteristic is the ¢ I * shaped hilt.

Lent by Mr. Imre Schwaiger, of Delhi. ,

A. 6and 7, SWORD-STICKS. Gupti (concealed) is the term applied to sword-sticks.
Lent by the Delhi Museum of Archzology.

A. 8. SHIELD (Dhkal or Sipar), of steel with recurved edges, gilt bosses with cut steel
borders, and inner edge of raised border decorated with trefoil design, cut in the steel. “A shield

1 My, Trvine on page 75, ¢ 4. I. M.,” says that this is described in Qanrone Islam, Ap. XXVIII, as a belt worn by women
consisting of square metal tablets hinged together, He finds it named in native authors as part of men’s equipment.

2 Op. eit.

3.Op.oit, p. T5:

4 Op. eit, p. 76,



2 *  LOAN EXHIBITION OF ANTIQUITIES.

was inseparable from the sword as part of the horseman’s equipment. It was carried on the left
arm, or when out of use, slung over the shoulder. . . . They were of steel or hide, generally-
from 17 to 24 inches in diameter.”” !

(e)
A. 13,14. BOWS (Kaman). . :
The first two are of the lacquered wood, and bear the motto, “ May the result be fortunate,” i.e.,.
‘“ May the arrow find its mark.” They have still their old strings (204 or chillak), of gut, whipped
round with 'strandsAof silk.  The bow was the favourite weapon of the Moghul horsemen.
Lent by the Liahore Museum. : :

A. 17 is a bow unstrung. It was used by the grandfather of the present Nawab of Pataudi,
during the Mutiny on the side of the British, and together with the fourteen arrows-(Zir); below,

were lent by Nawab Muhammad Ali Khan of Pataudi. :
Mz. Irvine quotes another instance of the use of the bow during the mutiny.?

A. 28, COAT OF MAIL (zirik), with decorated leather collar.
Lent by Mr. Imre Schwaiger of Delhi.

A. 29, - PEAR-SHAPED HELMET (¢op, #16d or dabalgal), with arrow-head spike, porte—
aigrettes, and sliding nose guard, decorated with gold inlay. ¢
Lent by the Gwalior Museum.

A. 30. AFGHAN KNIFE (Kird).
Lent by the Liahore Museum.

(@)

A. 35 and 36. CAVALRY PISTOLS of English manufacture, dated 1808 and 1820 re-
spectively. These weapons wereknown as Sher-bachak (tiger-cub), and seem to have been introduced:
into India by Nadir Shah or Ahmad Shah Durrani, about the middle of the 18th century. One has-
a flint lock. The lock of the other one must have been converted, as percussion locks were unknown:
in 1808. ‘ S

Lent by H. H. the Maharajah Scindia of Gwalior.

A. 38. DAGGER. The jambiyah or Arab dagger, largely worn by the Arab soldiers who-
served in the Deccan. Mg i

Lent by Mr. Imre Schwaiger of Delhi.

A. 39. STRAIGHT SWORD (Khanda), with spiked pommel.
Lent by Delhi Museum of Archaology.

A. 41. SMALL SHIELD of leather with four metal bosses.

A. 42. STRAIGHT SWORD (KZarda). This specimen has no spike on the pommel: The-
blade broadens towards the point, and is strengthened at the back.
Lent by the Delhi Museum of Archzology.

A. 43, DAGGER-STICK (Gupti-kard).
A. 41 and 43 lent by the Delhi Museum of Archaology.

A, 4. QUIVER (tarkask), ARROWS (fir) and ARMGUARD (godhu), worn on the left.
arm to protect it from being bruised by the string. A quiver like this was worn attached to a' waist~
belt. This specimen is of scarlet cloth embroidered with gold thread. (See C. 162, Plate XLVIIL.,)

1 0p. ait, p. 78, 4.1 M. p. 90. : 3 Op. cit, p. 89.



ARMS AND ARMOUR, Plate I.

Photo,-Mechl, Dept., Thomason Oollege, Roorkee,

(¢). A 13, 14,17,28,293 (@). A 35, 36, 38, 39, 41=—44.



4 LOAN EXHIBITION OF ANTIQUITIES.

Prare II.

(«)
A. 9,10, 11,12. DAGGERS. (Kutar or jamdhar.)
Lent by the Delhi Museum of Archeeology. _
A. 18. SABRE with hilt and blade inlaid with gold ; hilt with circular pommel, cross-guard

and knuckle-guard.
There is the following inscription on the blade :

« A]lih 2 K,U,
“The work of Asad “<Ali”’1 e Ol s

Lent by the Lahore Museum. :

A. 21. SABRE, gold pistol-shaped hilt, with cross-guard.

On the blade is faintly legible a prayer to ‘Ali.

Lent by the Heir-Apparent of Bhopal.

A. 22, STRAIGHT SWORD (Khanda), with hilt inlaid with gold.
Spiked pommel and knuckle-guard. (See note on A. 45, Plate 1114.)

A. 21 and 22 lent by the Delhi Museum of Archaology.

A. 23. The same.

Lent by the Delhi Museum of Archaology.

A. 24. GOLDEN SCABBARD of A. 21, with floral design in relief.

A. 25. SABRE, with broad blade, heavy hilt, with circular pommel and eross-guard, inlaid
with gold. These broad-bladed sabres are known as teghak ; the back of the blade bears the follow-
ing inscription in poor nasta’liq :—

) gy (30 a) apa s Ko ami) pof ssai )

“This scimitar, which is girded to the loins, belonged to Ashja-i-jang, Shaikh Habibullah, the
armour clad.”

Lent by Nawab Muhammad Ali Khan of Pataudi, and used by his grandfather on the side
of the British during the Mutiny.

A. 6. SABRE, inlaid silver hilt, with cross-guard, circular pommel and knuckle-guard ; the
blade narrows in the middle, and broadens again towards the point.

On the right side of the blade is the following inseription from the Koran :—

[ sy oy A s f..dn.dl ) aldl J) 555 ), Jya ¥y al)) stile
“What God wills! There is no power nor strength except in God the high, the great. God
is all-sufficient and a good Protector.”
On the left side— wtats)) d«ob b <O supplier of needs !”’
Lent by the Heir-Apparent of Bhopal.
A. 27. SABRE with gold inlaid hilt, with cross-guard, circular pommel and knuckle-guard.

Made by Asad-ullah of Isfahan.
Lent by Nawab Ibrahim Ali Khan of Kuanjpurah.

)
A. 62—67. SPEARS, see note on A. 57—61, Plate 1114.

! Maulvi Zafar Hasan considers this has been possibly misread for  Asad-ullah,”
* The portion of the inseription, shown in brackets, is hidden under the hilt,

L
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Prare I11.
(@)

A. 19. SABRE, inlaid with gold.
On the top of the hilt is carved the ¢ Bismillah’ (“in the name of God, the mereiful, the com-

passionate ”’).  On the hilt and the blade are the following texts from the Koran :—
On the top of the hilt— e de=" ) Sb sl eyl ) P
s \fL‘ Se=® gl
) sl sl al)

Translation :
“Tn the name of God, the merciful, the ecompassionate. The Army of God, Muhammad

(and) ‘Ali.  Allah, Muhammad, Ali (and) Umar. Allah, Allah, Allah, Allah.”
Below the top— e ol SR U] e )] oal 6] o

“In the name of God, the merciful, the compassionate. Verily we opened for you a sure
victory.”

On the hilt— iy 615 I s piayl] u"“}” alJ) !

“Tn the name of God, the merciful, the compassionate.

Help from Grod [and] coming victory.”

“In the name of God, the merciful, the compassionate. Round it [people come] from every

quarter.” 2

On the right side of the hilt—
{09 &l
« Allah 1055 A. H.” (1645 A. D.)
On the right and left sides of the blade—

sl ey WJ._JJF wrdlak) (cod  sas h',.:ag}l Slig) &lo f"” paa ) ooyl &) o
s e g Loy I I L s (2] 5 gy i)y lae 5 Brlall greids
g S ol ) wy=hiel) P Ehahsh () WP E9B L}c gl i3 (@ gAMb,
a)lx.'&_é rb)\agl d.l:) (o RO ukc) (.‘))ls ul.: alJ) {.i'a uJJ“\"J': ”(“')‘3“6 ‘.J el m)')&!ls fﬁu
UJ,CAS'?. ugl\fojo.g (.b tﬁ))'AD] rj?:‘“? 3 &.U(:\ Lie] J]H;_ o u»b.” o) r,d:z: wlde r..vj 3
Lbj/o 6lJ) r""’ji Loy rﬁ,li u:’ v))aﬁ&g (n) t.,‘,..,.bjl )] s [ ‘.\s’] [/0) )J.\/J UJ_,[)J'J slJ)
wsl,a» o= Ll 16 o) J JydndS I ) 3 13 5 a8 Ley ] lde w,
ool 1S rogdl 16 i) el LS Tkel wd a3 10) 5 gmina ¥ 8 5 oy aiadl 0 ol U]

13V 5 L) 18 Lyl pad) il) [ 13) ] 5 polas ¥ 0 sl e 0l I stiiud)

1 This i8 the first verse of Sarak 48 of the Qurin, Sale thus 48 translates it, ———  verily we have granted thee a mani-
fest victory.’? See Sale’s transiation of the Koran, p. 377,
2 It is really the second hemistich of the following Arabic verse by Shaikh 8a’di in praise of the door of his King :—

Gies defu,»ayb_m G s ol ks

« Hail to the door ! which is like unto the ancient house.”
(Mosque of Mecea, in attracting the attention of the people.)
« Round it [people agsemble] from every quarter.”

L,



ARMS AND ARMOUR. Plate III.

(6). A 161—64, 173,

Photo.-Mechl. Dept,, Thomason Oollege, Roorkee,

(c). A 31, 32. A 45—48) 50, 51, 53.
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These ave the first thirteen verses of the Sarak 2 of the Quran. For rendering see p. 2 of Sale’s

translation.
Lent by the Edward Museum, Bhopal.

A. 181. SABRE with éilver hilt, decorated and strengthened blades, and green leather
scabbard. '

It bears the following Persian inscriptions in nastdlig character :—
On the right side of the blade—
PO Sis 613 )otvg s Somo a0 dJ)d”)M
“ Mu‘izzu-d-daulah Mu‘izz Muhammad Khan Babadur Fath Jang 3513.”7
On the left side of the blade—
ooyl ab) weagd ) & saxl iy e Uadpe oly vaal wibd lae sogis?
“ Given by Miya Khatib Ahmad, the son of our spiritual leader, the late Miya Raaf Ahmad,

who brought it from Mecca.”
Lent by the Edward Museum, Bhopal.

®)

A, 161. SABRE with modern gold inlaid hilt.
- The blade bears the following inscription :—

Ao= L) aiiald

A S d)bé‘; )’.‘ﬂ h;‘-.‘ta os

“The Emperor of prophets is Muhammad.
“The work of Haji Akbar of Shiraz. “The year 8.7

A. 162. SABRE with silver hilt, long and slightly curved.
The maker’s name appears to be Asad-ulldh of Isfahan.

A. 163. SABRE with gold-inlaid hilt.

Bears the following inseription on the right side of the blade : —
; u.,L\.c A .
gl 10

o Shah ‘Abbas, the slave of the sanctity (of ‘Ali).”

A. 164. SABRE with gold-inlaid hilt.

A. 161-4. Lent by Thakur Kesri Singh of Jaipur.

A. 178. Straight sword with gold inlaid hilt and leather silver-mounted scabbard. The
sword is of an unusual pattern, broad and short.
Lent by Captain Lyon, 42nd Deoli Regiment.

1 Thege figures perhaps refer to the number of this weapon in the armour of the above-named.

2 Probably refers to the year of accession of some king.
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(e)
A. 31, 32. BLACK VELVET HELMET AND QUILTED COAT, decorated and

strengthened with brass nails.
The quilted coat was known as ckiléa, and when decorated in this way as ckilta hazir mekha,
i.e., ‘ the chilta with a thousand nails.” Tt was worn over the armour, or alone. The helmet (£3p)
bears the prayer to Ali which so frequently appears on arms and armour. :
Lent by H. H. the Maharajah of Alwar.

(d)

A. 45, STRAIGHT SWORD (KZinda), with gold inlay. The Zkhanda was the national
sword of Orissa, and on the other side of India, was known by the name of Larangi, which seems
to indicate that it was introduced there by the Portuguese. The blade was sometimes strengthened,
as in this and other examples. It was a favourite weapon of accomplished swordsmen of cavalry and
often carried by men of rank.!

A. 46-47. FERRARA BLADES of hright flexible steel. No. 46 bears the legend,
“ Andrea. Ferrara,” and No. 47, “Ferrara.” The name of Ferrara is peculiarly associated with
Scottish blades, and appears to have originally helonged to a Venetian maker, or family of makers,
towards the end of the 16th century. The hilts, too, are Buropean, that of No. 46 being the
regular Scotch basket type. Lent by ‘the Heir-Apparent of Bhopal.

A. 48. SABRE, with silver hilt (A. 49) of European make. Velvet scabbard with silver
mounts. Lent by the Heir-Apparent of Bhopal.

A. 50, STRAIGHT BLADE, with strengthened back and base. Lent by the Heir-.Apparent‘
of Bhopal.

A. 51. STRAIGHT SWORD (KZanda) with spiked pommel, and velvet scabbard (A. 52).

A. 53. SABRE, pistol-handled hilt of jade and gold inlay, with knuckle-guard. Velvet.
scabbard with silver mounts (A. 54). Made by Asad-ullah.
On the right side of the blade is inscribed-—
elats]) 2B b
&) a;l Jor

“ O supplier of needs.”
“The work of Asad-ullah.”

A. 5. TWO EDGED STRAIGHT SWORD (Kianda), with silver-inlaid hilt.
Lent by the Heir-Apparenit of Bhopal.

A. 56. DAGGER (Katar or jamdjar), with gold-inlaid hilt and velvet sheath with gold-
inlaid mounts.
Lent by the Lahore Museum.

A. 07—61. SPEARS. .

There are numerous local names for the lance, among the best known being nezak,

bhala and barehhah. All the lances in this group as well as those in Plate 114, have wooden
or bamboo shafts, but steel shafts were common, especially among the Marithas. The cavalry

' Indian and Oriental Armour by Lord Egerton of Tatton, p. 117.

L,
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lance, as some of the pictures show, was not held in rest, but lifted above the head at arm’s length.
Nos. 58—61' (Plate I114), 63, 64, 67, 68, 71, 7% and 76 (Plate I15) all have heads of a similar type,
long, narrow, 8 or 4 sided and barbed. No. 73 (Plate I12) has no barbs. The remainder have

all broad heads. Nos. 65 and 74 have a cross bar of steel, below the base of the blade. In No. 57
- the base angles of the blade end in serolls

The following is taken from Mr. Irvine’s note on spears :—

“ The usual generic term used for spears of all kinds was the Arabic word sinan, the head or
point being called sunain...... and the butt was the bunain. The nezah, or lance, was so prominent
a part of the Marahta equipment, that one writer Mhd. Qasim, Auramwab'ldl (Ahwal-ul-Khawa-
qin, fol. 201a and elsewhere), instead of the usual  accursed enemy * (ganiu-i-i'a-tm) calls them
nezah-bazan, “lance wielders.” He thus describes, fol. 2055, their mode of using the lance :
“They so use it that mno cavalry can cope with them. Some 20,000 to 30,000 lances are held up
against their enemy, so close together as not to leave a span between their heads. If horsemen try
to ride them down, the points of the spears ave levelled at the assailants and they are unhorsed.
‘While the cavalry are charging them, they strike their lances against each other, and the noise so
frightens the horses, that they turn round and bolt.”

1A]Mp82

L
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Prars IV, © .
(a) T
A. 78. SABRE, and leather scabbard (A. 79), with chased Silv'er moﬁn‘ts:.“ :
~ On the right side of the blade i inscribed— **  -© . Stam ] e
waly sy plae - G
“ Abbas, the slave of (the King of) Sainthood”” * Abbas was king of Persia (15‘:98——1629 ALY
and" “‘the King of Sainthood ” is ‘Ali, the son-in-law of the Prophet ‘This 1egend is often found on
the blades of the famous sword-maker, Asad-ullah of Isfahan, who ﬂourlshed during hls re1gn
Lent by er/a Ahmad Sdid Khan of Delhi. ‘- -

A, 80 STRAIGIIT SWORD ' (Khanda), \v1th spiked pommel decomted w1th gold ‘inlay,
blade much strengthened, broadening towards a triangular point. -

Also see A. 22, 89, 42, 45, 51.

Lent by the Heir-Apparent of Bhopal.

A. 81. SABRE, with velvet scabbard (A. 82). Pistol-handled eross hilt decorated with bone.

Said to have been taken in the first Afghan war, and to have been worn at the battle of Baddowal
(1846).

Lent By Pandit Amar Nath of Delhi.
A. 83. SHIELD (Dhat), of steel, decorated with floral designs in bas-relief.
A. 84. SABRE, with gold-inlaid hilt, and velvet scabbard (A. 85).

A. 83, 84 lent by the Lahore Museum.

A. 86. STRAIGHT SWORD (Kkinda), with leaf-shaped blade and spiked pommel,
Lent by the Heir-Apparent of Bhopal.

A. 87. SABRE, with hilt inlaid with silver and gold, and velvet scabbard with gold mount
(A. 88).

Lent by L. Ramji Dass of Delhi.

)
A. 106. Dagger (Katar or jamdhar).
This example has a bas-relief on the blade, representing a man riding an elephant and attacked
by a tiger.
(See also A. 106 below,)
Lent by the G-walior Museum.

A. 107, STRAIGHT SWORD (KZinda), with spiked pommel, inlaid with gold ; strength-
ened blade widening towards the point : scabbard of velvet with pierced silver mount (A. 108).
(See note on A. 45, Plate I11d.)

A. 109, SABRE, with silver-inlaid hilt and velvet scabbard (A. 110).
A. 111-112. The same.

A 107—112. Lent by the Heir-Apparent of Bhopal.



ARMS AND ARMOUR, Plate 1V.

Photo,-Mechl Dept, Thomason College, Roorkee,
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A. 113, SHIELD (D#at), of steel, decorated with huntmg scenes in bas-relief.
Lent by the Lahore Museum,

A, 114. SABRE, with gold-plated hilt and spiked pommel.
This gword, which is only slightly curved, has the hilt usnally fitted to stla.tcrht blades.

Tueather scabbard (A. 115).
Lent by the Heir-Apparent of Bhopal,

A. 1'1”6. DAGGER (Katar ox jamdhar).
Lent by the Lahore Museum.

(¢)

A. 106, A.116,89. See p.10 and above.
Lent by the Lahore Museum.

QL
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Prate V.

(@) o
COAT AND CAP OF CHAIN MAIL, worn by Rajah Sarup Singh of Jind, When e led his

troops in person in the Mutiny of 1857. He was the only ruling chief of India who was present
at the siege of Delhi, and his men scaled the walls side by side with the British troops.

NorE—This exhibit arrived too late for entering in the Exhibition catalogue, so consequently has no number,

V)

A. 150. WAR MACES, of steel, covered with decoration in bas-relief. Those with curved
heads, of which there are five, are known as gedias, while the seven straight ones are called
balmoris. : :

Lent by H. H. the Maharajah of Bikaner.

A. 150a, TWO PANJAHS.

Held in the left hand by swordsmen, and used as a shield. Made of wood, It seems probable
that they were only used in sword play.

Lent by H. H. the Maharana of Jodhpur.

()

A. 105 4 to y. THE SADDLE, BRIDLE, MARTINGALE AND CRUPPER of the
Rajput hero, Maharina Partab Singh of Udaipur (157 21597 A.D.) The leather straps are decor-
ated and strengthened with bosses and plates of gilded filagree ironwork, and the high fronted saddle
is protected with pierced and gilded metal plates, with a dragon design, adorned with a few turquoises.
Underneath the saddle are four metal plates in the same style. The dragons are repeated in the
stirrup irons. The bit is a plain snaffle.

The helmet, coat of mail, andZspear of Partab Singh, were also lent by his descendant,
H. H. the present Maharina. Partab Singh lived in the time of Akbar. He met with a severe
defeat at the hands of Man Singh of Amber, who was commanding the imperial troops, in 1576,
and had made up his mind to abandon his kingdom and found a new one on the banks of the Indus.
The generosity and patriotism of his minister, Bhim Sah, however, supplied him with the necessary
funds at the critical moment, and he returned and renewed the struggle with such success that after
a few years he had recovered almost the whole of his kingdom.

A. 105 d to g lent by H. H. the Maharina of Udaipur.

@) -

A. 141, 142, 146, 147. SPEAR HEADS, of steel, with decoration in bas-relief,
Lent by H. H. the Maharajah of Bikaner.

SL.
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DO NOT TOUCH.

(a). Coat and cap of chain mail worn during the mutiny (4). A 150. 1500
by Raja Sarup Singh of Jhind.

Photo.-Mechl, Dept., Thomason College, Roorkee,

(e} A IngE oo (@). 141, 142, 146, 147.
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Prare VI.

(@)

A. 151, EMBROIDERED QUILTED COAT (ckilta, dagla) and HELMET. These
are described as tashfwi in the Bikamer list. The piece, protecting the back of the neck, is much
-ampler than in the other examples.

Lent by H. . the Maharajah of Bikaner.

(@)

A, 152—157. DAGGERS (katar or jamdhar); No, 155 is seb with rabies. The rest are
enamelled. Their sheaths arve of velvet or flowered cloth, with enamelled mountings.
Lent by H. H. the Rajah of Chamba.

(e)

A. 170. DAGGER, with doubly curved blade, pistol-shaped haft of agate, and sheath with
pierced gold mountings. This is the khanjar, or Turki dagger. Our word, “hanger ” is derived
from khanjar.! '

Lent by Thakur Kesri Singh, of Jaipur.

A. 165. DAGGER (peshqabz or chhurs), with parrot~head haft and enamelled sheath.
Lent by H. H. the Rajah of Chamba.

A. 171. DAGGER (peshqabz or chhurt), with arabesque decoration in low-relief.
The blade bears the legend, ““the work of Muhammad, the meanest of men.”
Lent by Mr. Imre Schwaiger, of Delhi.

A. 168. DAGGER, with pistol-shaped haft of jade, inlaid with silver. It is said that
«Ghulam Kadir, who blinded the Emperor Shih Alam, was finally despatched after days of torture
~with this Zkanjar.

Lent by H. H. the Mahirajah Scindhia of Gwalior.

A.167. DAGGER (peshqabz or chhur?), with horse-head haft of jade, and sheath with
_gilded mountings.
Lent by H. H. the Maharajah Scindhia of Gwalior.

A. 172. DAGGER (Katar), with velvet sheath,
Lent by Nawab Ibrahim Ali Khan of Kunjpurah.

A. 169. DAGGER (peshgabz or chhuwri), The smaller knife fits inside the larger one.
Lent by Mr. Tmre Schwaiger, of Delhi,

A. 166. DAGGER (peshqabz or chhuri), sheath with enamelled mounts.
Lent by H. H. the Rajah of Chamba.

1 Yule and Burnell: Hobson-Johson, p. 312 (d. 1836), quoted by W, Irvine. A. 1. M., p 87,

L,
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Prare VIIL
o

A. 182, SABRE, with gold—mlmd h]lt and velvet scabbald The hlade nzu‘rows in the

“aniddle,
On the right side of the blade ig the following inscription in nasih ehalactel e—

d,\ Jl 25 5 al) Luma sba)) sl sl 9y 5,3 a ) AJ.H 5Luln e
£ i 2 ) ,

“What God Wllls' There is no powel nor stlcngth except in God, the high, the -great
“God is all-sufficient and a good protector.”
On the left side of the blade— e

: L alalsd) L b

“O supplier of needs !” ; i
Lent by the Heir-Apparent of Bhopal.

A. 180. SABRE, inlaid in gold ; bone and gold-inlaid pistol-hilt and velvet scabbard with
gold-inlaid mounts.
On the right side of the blade the following is inscribed, in bad na&M chamctels

u.,l.\.c M tuH)o

“ Dhu-l-fagar! of Shah Abbas.”

There are also two more illegible inscriptions, -

On the scabbard is an invocation to Ali. §
Lent by H. H. the Maharajah Scindhia of Gwalior,

A. 183. SABRE; with saw-edge, gold-inlaid blade and silyer-inlaid hilt.
The right side of the blade bears the following inscriptions in gold letters (nasta’liy characters) ;=

u'a(wr sl} aw) Jog

“The work of Asad-ullah of Isfahan.”
Two of the four words are. wrongly spelled.” o) should be spelled . with w and uJLVgM,}
Lent by the Lahore Museum,

A, 184, SABRE.
. The blade bears. theffol-lowing inscription in naskk characters :—

elals)) ,ot: €]

JU, t-\w' Joﬁ

.. O supplier of needs ” .
- %The wotk of Asad-ullih.”” °

A. 183¢. SMALL MATCHLOCK GUN, decorated with gold inlay, Tt is exceptionally
light, and in its day must have been consideied a dainty little weapon,

It formerly belonged to Maharajah RanJIt Sm«rh, the “Lion of the Punyzb ? (1700-1839 A. D.)

Lenb by H. H the Mahala] Rana of Dholpur :

e NI e ite LTS

! The name of the sword of the unbeliev 7eT,  dsho G \J"L‘ (“As son of W[mnbblh), slain at

Bach “which became
“the property of ] \«[uhammad,,and subsequently of All, See Pe; szan Englisk Dictionary, Steingass, p. 984. (ef. A. 190 beloy W.)



16 LOAN EXHIBITION OF ANTIQUITIES.

()

A, 180, HEAVY STRATGHT SWORD, hils with cross-guard and cireular pommel. This
sword bears an inscription showing that it once belonged to Maharajah Bakht Singh of J odhpur.

A, 190. HEAVY SWORD WITH LEAF SHAPED BLADE.

This sword once belonged to Maharajah Ajit Singh of Jodhpur, who reigned from 1678—1724
A. D., and was murdered by his sons Abhai Singh and Bakht Singh. :

The former succeeded him, and when he died in 1750 A. D., his son Ram Singh was ousted by
Bakht Singh, who was himself murdered, in turn, by means of a poisoned robe given to him by his
aunt. ' :

This sword, like A. 189, is probably a “sword of state ? (dhisp). (Also see Plate XIa.)

A. 192. PISTOL DAGGER, gilt ; sheath, with perforated gold mountings.
There is a percussion pistol on either side of the katar. (Cf. As 191. Plate VIIIe.)

A. 189, 190, 192 lent by H. H. the Maharajah of Jodhpur.

(@)
A. 130, DAGGER CRUTCH (Gupti-'asi), inlaid with silver.

These were used for leaning on, when in a sitting posture.
Lent by Mr. Imre Schwaiger, of Delhi.

A. 181, EIGHT-BLADED MACE (Gurz) (Cf. Plate Xc).
The shaft is of steel and the head of brass.
Lent by Mr. Imre Schwaiger, of Delhi.

A. 132. BATTLE AXE. Another form of the zighnol (Cf. Plate Xe).
Lent by the Lahore Musenm.

A. 133, BATTLE AXE (Zabar) (Cf. Plate Xe).
Lent by the Delhi Museum of Archmology.

A. 134, COAT OF MAIL, with breast pieces (zérih-baktar or bagtar).
Tient by I, H. the Maharajah Scindhia of Gwalior.

(@)

A. 90. SABRE, with pistol-handled hilt, with cross-guard inlaid with gold. The steel
mounts of the leather scabbard (A. 91) are also inlaid with gold.
The sword bears on its right side the following inscription in naskk and nastaliq :—
SRS U] i I e 3 [ 35 ] o)

“ There is no youth (brave) save ‘Ali and no sword save Dhu-1-fagar.” (See footnote 1 on pre-
vious page.) '
On the left side-~
\_g"l)" e ol
«The chief sword girded to the loins of Nadir Shah Durrani. The year 1160.” (1747 AD.)!
Lent by H. H. the Maharfjah of Alwar.

¥ This inscription is probably a forgery. The famous Nadir Shah was not a Durrani.

L,



ARMS AND ARMOUR, Plate VII.

(@) A 182, 180, 183, 184, 183a.

(6). A 189,190, 192.

(e) Axj (@). A go—98.
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A. 92, SHORT SABRE, with gold-inlaid hilt, and embroidered velvet scabbard (A. 93),

A. 94. STRAIGHT SWORD, with inlaid silver hilt.

A. 95, SABRE, and embroidered velvet scabbard (A. 96).
On the blade is a bas-relief of animals fighting.

A. 93 to A. 95, Lent by the Heir-Apparent of Bhopal.

A. 97. SABRE; pistol-handled hilt, with cross-guard inlaid with gold, and leathel scabb ard

with steel mounts inlaid with gold (A. 98).

On the blade (right side) is inlaid—
ulq.lsdl .'ob L

“ O supplier of needs;”
_ “Nadir Sbah, the champion of faith.”
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Prare VIII
(a)

A. 158, 159, 160. DAGGERS, with enamelled hafts.
Lent by H. H. the Rajah of Chamba.

A. 160 o. DAGGER with carved jade haft, set with rubies, and sheath of silver, with floral
design in relief, ' i R S e
Lent by Mr. Imre Schwaiger, of Delhi.

)

A. 175. SABRE, gold inlaid, with ecross-guard and cireular pomimel hilt, The ingeription
on the back of the blade— i Sl b iy ;

loled sMI Jpwy dosve ald] I o)) Y

states the sword was made in 1046 H. (1636-7 A.D:), for Shah Jahan, “ Emperor of Ocean and’
land.” 'There is also the Kalimah, or Muhammadan confession of faith, “ there is no God except-
Allah, and Muhammad is the prophet of God.” The hilt seems to be modern.

Lent by H. H. the Maharajah of Alwar.

A. 174, SABRE, with silver-inlaid hilt, with cross-guard, circular pommel, and knuckle--
guard, The inscription on the back of the blade, inlaid in gold-—

o 3 aliol 3Sila wpda ] b wa) Coman

states that the sword was made by order of Jahangir (1605-=1627 A,.D.), but there is also a punch.
mark of Shah Jahan (1627—1658 A, D.), on the blade,
Lent by Mirza Ahsan Akhtar (of the ex-royal family of Delhi), of Benares.

A. 178. SHORT SABRE (Zufar-takyak), with gold-inlaid hilt with cross-guard, crutche-
pommel, and old leather sheath, Lower half of blade wider than upper.

The Zafar-takyak used to be placed close to the Emperor, on his masnad or divan, and the-
handle was shaped so that the arm might rest on it.

The following inscription is inlaid, in gold naséa‘liq letters, on the back of the blade :—

| ‘_.,/.:\‘) Lﬁ)), 6..&..\5 ), t_s):;i R wan| (Y ] 3 tii t:) ig d.'\ﬁ)ib [ uf"’-' ]_"

... [This] Zafar-takyah which has with it victory and awe ....,. honour from the arm of

Aurangzeb.”
Lent by M, Yunas Beg, of Delhi.

A. 177. SABRE, with gold-inlaid hilt and stamped leather sheath, This is another sword
bearing the name of Asad-ullah of Isfahin, On the back of the blade is inlaid in gold (nastalig:
characters), stioly |11 ﬁ:f FJL: &, from which it appears that the sword came into possession.

of Aurangzeb in 1698-9 A.D.
Lent by H. H, the Maharajah of Alwar,

148



(a). A 158—160a.

Photo.-Mechl, Dept., Thomason Oollege, Roorkes,

(c). A 191—196a.

SARNMO AND SVIUVU R

(8).

A 175, 174, 178, 177, 176,

(d). A 185—188a.

179,

*IITA @¥®ld
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A. 176. 'SMALL SABRE, with gold-inlaid hilt and velvet sheath. The punch mark on
the blade gives the name Salih and the date 1030 H. (1621 A. D); on the back of the blade is a
doggerel inscription inlaid in gold letters (nasta’liq character)—

r(.J du rd‘?’..! rud.& ),)'b )K FU [l];.(A.:J ')'O ‘OD aUG C...!_S k‘»"""

This sword of the Prince named Dara Shikoh,”
 'Will slay a thousand enemies at one blow.” :

" The final ¢ 4’ of the name is omitted, and the number of the sword, which is inlaid in Hindi,
appears to be by the same hand. The sword also bears the name of Asad-ullah, the famous Isfahani
sword maker.

Dara Shikoh was about five when this sword was made.
Lent by H. H. the Maharajah of Alwar.

A. 179. SABRE, with gold-inlaid and guarded hilt, globular fluted pommel, and velvet
seabbard. :

The punch mark reads « Alamgir Shahi 1071,”” which corresponds to 1661 A, D.

On the back of the blade are two lines of poetry in Persian, and two in Urdu in praise of the
sword, as follows :—

Persian.
) Skl edo hhay ] ey o ) G e
{*51‘( “’.’hac ww] Ja h";(,g, 3993 r:\_.'» g9 o Lhas e padiadiy
“When we hold the handle of this sword,”
“We bring defeat to the ranks of the enemy.”

“Elephants have been cut in twain with my sword,”
“As the foot of the Nile was divided by the staff of Moses.”

Urduw.
J..!OJ,(MJ 4520 (slayd st oy o3 Ko w3y 3.};“&” e C» 3y $2
s_«(,}@_a a.d)f 8%3) )L_ﬁé.' s ).3' ﬁlo% k..S'(M' q(g ;.}_s:‘v £530 ).f[

“ When this sword is drawn at the time of war,’?

“ Rustum (the hero of Persia) will express surprise.”’

“If even the lightning were to see its gleam,”

“It would blink its eye involuntarily.”

) Sl :
1IVY dhav )otﬁ c)ls.’.\ gyabe o)y K yan
On the blade is £
“ Sarkar-i-Nawwab Mansar Ali Khan Bahadur. 11777 The best known Mansiar Ali Khéan
was Safdar Jang, but he died in 1167 H. (1754 A. D.). :

Lent by H, H. the Maharaja Scindhia of Gwalior,

(e)

A. 196a. BROAD-BLADED SABRE (¢egha), very heavy, with velvet scabbard, silver-
mounted. This was probably a “state sword.”” It is described as FAuman shak.

Lent by H. H. the Maharaj Rana of Dholpur.

A. 191. PISTOL-SWORD, with gilt hilt and seabbard of blue velvet, decorated with pierced
gold mountings.
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The pistol hag a pe'l-eﬁssion lock, and‘ the weapon cannot be earlier than 1825 A, D (Of A,

192, Plate VII 2).

Lent by H. H. the MahalaJah of J odhpm

A. 185. SABRE : pistol-hilt w1th
characters on the blade :—

(@)

cross-guard ; bears the followmg- mscmptmn in nasta’lzg

e dy waly plie ol
44U’ Swl g,\a-:

“Shah Abbas, the slave of the sanctity (of Ali).”’

“The work of Agad-ullah.’?
Lent by M. Yunas Beg, of Delhi.

o}

A. 186. SABRE: pistol-hilt ; bears the following inscription in nasts’lig characters :—

gl sy wlae abis
aM) Q) Jos

“Shih Abbas, the slave of the sanctity (of Alf).”

“The work of Asad-ullah.””

Lent by the Heir-Apparent of Bhopal.

A. 187. SABRE: bears the following inseription in nast@’liq characters ;— -

Slebel d) dw) Jas

“The work of Asad-ullah of Isfahan.”

Lent by the Lahore Museum.

A. 188. SABRE : bears the following inscription in nasta’lyg characters : —

s eb al) o el
JW’ ) Swl Joe

“Help from God, (and) coming vxetmy

“The work of Asad-ullah of Isfahan.”

Lent by Mirza Ahsan Akhtar, of Benares,

A. 188z. SABRE ; bears the following inscription in nasta’lié charaéﬁers —

w3l sk ulie ol

“Shah Abbas, the slave of sanctity

1oAl U ) Jas
of Aly).”?

““The work of Asad-ullah 1081 (1670—A. D.),”

This sabre was presented by the late
modern poets (1900-1905).

Nizam of Hydera.bad to Dagh, one of the most popular of

Lent by Mirza Siraj-ud-din Khan, of Delhi.

L,
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Prare IX.

(@)
A, 193, SHIELD OF HIDE (DZat), with four pistols concealed behind the four bosses.

Each trigger fires two pistols.
The pistols are of the same kind as that in A. 191 (see Plate VIII ¢}, and the period of manu-
facture is probably the same.

Lent by H. I. the Maharajah of Dholpur.

(®)
MUGHAL CANNON,
Lent by the Liahove Museum.
SHELL, found at Panipat.

Lent by Major Buck, I.A,, Deputy Commissioner, Karnal.

Noti—These two exhibits arrived too late to be inserted in the catalogue and consequently bear no number,

(e)

A. 212 a4, 4, ¢, THREE PERSIAN HELMETS, richly decorated, with perforated and
chiselled work and gold inlay ; with spikes, sliding nose guards and mail hoods (migifar). Each
bears an inscription which it has not been possible to decipher.

Lent by II. 1. the Maharana of Udaipur.

L



ARMS AND ARMOUR.

(a). A 193. : (6). Mughal cannon : shell found at Panipat.

Photo.-Meclhl. Dept,, Thomason College, Ruorkee.

X1 21eld

(o) A212a 0, ¢c
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Prare X,

(@)
A.R17. CANNON, with carriage, captured from the mutineers at the battle of Badli ki
Sarai on 8th June 1857, and presented to Rajah Sardp Singh of Jhind by the Commander-in-Chief

in recognition of the assistance given by his troops during actitn.  The building in the background
is the Mumtiz Mahall which contained the Exhibition,

Leut by H. H. the Rajah of Jind.

(6)

A. 213, SHIELD (Dhat), of steel, overlaid with rich decoration in brass, representing
warriors, mythological heroes, and hunting scenes.

Lent by the Lahore Museum.

ZAGHNOL (see A, 132, Plate VII ¢).
Lent by H. H. the Rajah of Nabha,

BATTLE AXE (Zabar) (also see A. 183, Plate VI ¢).
Lent by H. H. the Rajah of Nabha.

WAR MACE (Gurz), with eight-bladed head and basket hilt ‘ (also see A. 131, Plate
VII ¢).

Lent by H. H. the Rajah of Nabha.

L,



ARMS AND ARMOUR. Plate X.

Photo,-Mechl, Dept., Thomason College, Roorkee,
(8. A 213, (¢). Zaghnol, battle-axe and war-mace,
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PLATE XTI,
()

L,

SWORD OF STATE (Dihup), formerly owned by Rajah Ala Singh, the founder of Patiala

State (¢f. A. 190, Plate VIT 4).

Lent by I. II. the Maharajah of Patiala,

DAGGER (Peshqabz or ehhur), with crystal hilt,
Lent by II. II. the Maharajah of Patiala.

SABRE, with parrot-head cross-hilt, with knuckle-guard.
Lent by Seth Sobhag Mal Mehta, of Ajmer.

JEWELLED DAGGER (Peshqabs or chhuri),
Lent by Seth Sobhag Mal Mehta, of Ajmer.

KNIFE. The two smaller knives can be concealed in the largest one.
Lent by Seth Sobhag Mal Mehta, of Ajmer.

KNIFE (Kard or ehhurra).

(%)

WAR MACE (Gurz). The dagger to the left of the mace can be concealed in the handle.
The head of the mace bristles with flamboyant steel spikes.
“The mace usually formed part of the panoply of a Moghul warrior, at any rate, if he were of

any considerable rank.”’1

Lent by the Jaipur Mugeum,

WAR MACE (Gurz), with disappearing blades (also see A. 131, Plate VII (2
Lent by .. the Rajah of Nabha.

WAR MACE (Gurz).
Lent by the Jaipur Museum.

Nowe.—~These exhibits arrived:too late to be inserted in the Exhibition catalogue and consequently bear no number.

4LIM, pi79.
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Photo.-Mechl. Dept., Thomason Qoll gge, Ranrkee,

(@). State sword, da‘;ger, sabre, jewelled dagger and two knives.

(d).

War maces.

IX 2)]13l(1
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IL—STANDARDS AND INSIGNIA.

The best known of the ensigns of royalty in the east is the umbrella (chafr). Tt is not
peculiar to India, but is found also in the sculptures of Nineveh and Egypt. It has been thought
that its use as a royal emblem was originally due to a belief that it was unlucky for the sun to
shme on a person. Another ensign used’ Jfor a similar purpose was the aftabyir, shaped like a palm-
leaf fan, and sometimes bearing the sun’s face embroidered on it (s#raj-mulkiz). We also find
circular sun-emblems (s aj ~mukhi  or afta?) This emblem of the sun’s face is met with in the
history: of ancient Persia. '

The kawkabalk or qumqumak was a ball of polished steel suspended from a long pole.

The panjak, ox outspread hand, is sometimes said to represent the hand of Ali, which Timar is
recorded to have had carried before him, as a sacred relic, but the outspread hand was used by the
Romans long before the time of Muhammad.

The ensign of the M7zan or balance had reference to the scales of justice.

The azhdaha-paikar (dragon-face), like the panjak, is said to originate with Timir, who was
presented with some dragon-idols in India, but the Romans too had a dragon-standard, borrowed
from the Parthians, Wthh was “the image of a large dragon fixed upon” a lance, with gaping jaws
of silver, and with the rest of its body formed of coloured silk.” When the wind blew down the open
jaws, the body was inflated.”

This description of the draco or dragon-standard of the Romans is curiously like Thorn’s
description of the fish standard or mak? conferred on Lord Lake by Shah Alam in 1804, which
represented “a fish with a head of gilt copper and the body and tail formed of silk, fixed to a long
staff and carried on an elephant.” The [similarity suggests that the maki was in origin merely
a variation of the dragon. But the mak? or fish was sometimes made of brass or gilded copper
throughout. Its significance is not quite clear, but it possibly represented the fish on which the
world, according: to the Persian mythology, rests. This world-supporting fish appears in picture
C. 115, Plate XXXIX a. _ :

_ The above, with the exception of the Gffalyir and the maki, were the peculiar emblems of the
Moghul sovereigns. The a@ffabyir was’ sometimes conferred on royal princes, and the mahi was
bestowed on distinguished servants of the crown, but even among them it was reserved, something
like the English Garter, for those of hwh rank.

The term mdhi- o-mamtzb (ht fish and dwnltles) was used collebtlvdy for the emblems of

royalty, but it was also used in a spemal sense. for the fish and certain adjuncts which were
conferred on distinguished nobles.

Other ensigns which were conferred on subjects were the echalr-tok, and the tuman-tok, yak-tail
standards, which recall the horse-tail standards of the Turks, and standards with flags httached of
different forms, known as the ‘alam and the Jhanda.

We read also of the sher maratib (see A, 219, Plate XII 4), and there is a tiger-standard in
picture C. 355, Plate L 4, There does not seem to have been any standard pattern or size for the
fish or tiger-standards, and the specimen of the latter in the exhibition (A. 219) is quite a different
thing from that shown in the picture.

Representations of most of the above will be found in the picture of the State-procession of
Akbar IT, now in the Delhi Museum of Archwology, and in picture C. 166, Plate XLIX, and there
are fine specimens of several in the Edward Museum at Bhopal.

QL
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Prare XII.

(@)

A. 238, FISH STANDARD, Different in form from A. 230 a.nd‘A. 231, Plate XTIII. It
consists of a gilt effigy of a fish at the top of a pole and has a long fish body attached, made of
tinsel eloth. Below that are green, yellow and red drapings.

A. 239,240. PAIR OF STANDARDS, with gilt balls at top of staff, and green, yellow

and ved drapings.

A, 238-240. Lent by H. IL. the Mahéarajah of Bikaner.

®)
A, 241. PANIAH (see C. 355, Plate L 4, and C. 508, Plate XXXVIII a).

. 218, PANJAH, with green yellow and red drapings. The hand is here displayed
a‘mmst a gilded digk and it is possible that this standard i is a combmatmn of the Panjak and the
Aftab. A. 241 is the more usual form of Panjal. o

A. 232, STANDARD, with gilt balls at top.

A. 219. TIGER’S HEAD (Sher maratib). Probably used with a flag or some hanging
drapery.

A, 283. STANDARD, with gilt ball at top.

A. 245, STANDARD, with gilt disk at top of staff, and green, yellow and red drapings.
This is possibly a sun emblem. A

A. 244, TRIDENT of gilded metal, with velvet sheaths for the prongs, fixed at the end of
a pole. : ‘

The trident is generally met with as the emblem of the Hindu deity Siva, but we find it as a
Moghul ensign in C. 355, Plate L 4. That however may be a mistake on the part of the artist
who ‘was probably a Hindu,

This collection of Maki-o- Maratih was lent by H. H. the Maharajah of Jodhpur.



STANDARDS AND INSIGNIA.

Photo.-Mechl. Dept., Thomason College, Roorkee,

(a). A 238, 239, 240.

‘JIX °Eld

(6). A 241, 218, 232, 219, 233, 245, 244, (Read from left to right).
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Prare XIII.

@)
A. 230-1. PAIR OF FISH STANDARDS.

The heads are of gilded metal and both carry small tinsel plumes. The bodies are of calico,
stamped with gold, while attached to the poles below the heads are drapings, on which the scales and

fins of the fish ave represented. The description given in the note above of the Roman Dragon-

standards applies almost exactly to these, and a pictorial representation of standards of this kind
is to be seen in the picture representing Aurangzeb at the siege of Goleconda (see C. 166, Plate
XLIX).

Lent by the Edward Museum, Bhopal.

L,



MISCELLANEOUS EXHIBITS. Plate XIII.

(@). A 372. Turban of Shah Jahan.

(For note on this exhibit see next page).

STANDARDS AND INSIGNIA.

Photo.-Mechl, Dept., Thomason College, Roorkee,

(O Aa300 2271,
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III.—MISCELLANEOUS EXHIBITS.

(@)

4

A. 372. TURBAN OF SHAH JAHAN, Moghul Emperor. The colour is pink with a
combination of silver flowers and binding,

Tent by H. H. the Maharana of Udaipur.

SL
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Prare XIV.
(@)
A. 875, 747 OR CAP OF STATE said to have been worn by one of the Kings of Oudh,
Lent by L. Kanji Mal, of Delhi.

A. 876, ENAMELLED SCENT-BOX (%¢r-dan), set with jewels.

A. 877. SILVER FILAGREE BOX. This and the last are both said to have belonged to
one of the Kings of Oudh. ;

A. 876-377. Lent by Mr. Imre Schwaiger, of Delhi.

(%)

A. 251, LACQUERED NALKI, with silver-gilt fittings (some of which seem to have been
recently replaced by silver fittings) and silk cushions. The jialar-dar or fringed nalki was a
special mark of distinction, This one was presented by the Emperor Alamgir IT to Jayaipa
Sindhia, NalZss of this kind were carried empty in processions, The nalki-khanak in the Delhi
Fort was to the north of the vaulted passage inside the Lahore Gate,

Lent by H, H. the Maharajah Sindhia of Gwalior.



MISCELLANEOUS EXHIBITS.

(e). A 376,375 377. Scent box, cap of state, and filagree box. (Read from left to right).

Photo.-Mechl. Dept., Thomagon College, Roorkee,

b). A 251, Ndlki,

Plate XIV.
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Prare XV.

(@)

A. 378. MARBLE UNGUENT DISH, from Delhi Palace.
Lent by the Delhi Museum of Archwology.

(4)

A. 409. PORTABLE PLANISPHERIC ASTROLABE in 9 pieces.

< It was used for taking the altitude of sun, moon and stars: for calculating latitude: for
determining the points of the compass and time : for ascertaining heights of mountains, ete., and for
construction of horoscopes. The instrument was a marvel of convenience and ingenuity, and was
called ¢ the mathematical jewel”. Nevertheless it passed out of use, because incapable of any great
precision.”” Zneye, Brit,, 11th ed., where there is a full-page plate of an astrolabe very much like-
this one, but of later date.

Made by Muhammad Badi® in 1071 H. (1660 A.D.).

Lent by Mirza Ahmad Said Khan, of Loharu.

(¢)

A. 253. CARVED AND GILDED CHAIR, from Delhi Palace.
Lent by the Lahore Museum.

()

L,

A. 261. EMBROIDERED SHAWL (Khel‘at), of Kashmir workmanship, conferred as a-

kkit‘at by one of the late Moghul Emperors on a Chief of Bikaner.

The Akil‘als, as they were called, were given to everyone who was presented at Court, After

presentation to the Emperor, the person honoured with the 44i%a# retired and was clad in the

vestments he had received. The #Ail‘als consisted of a number of pieces which varied with the-
importance of the person receiving them, and on rare occasions the Emperor as a special marL of

favour conferred articles of dress which he had worn himself.

Lent by H. H. the Maharajah of Bikaner,
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Marble unguent dish

Photo,-Mechl. Dept., Thomason College, Roorkee,
Chair from Delhi Palace,

() A 409,

@)

A 261.

Astrolabe,

Embroidered Khilat.
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Prarg XVI,

A. 248, 249, 250. ELEPHANT HOUSINGS of red velvet, embroidered with gold (also
see Plates XVII, XVIIL ¢ and notes thereon). '

Lent by the Edward Museum, Bhopal.

L,
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Photo.-Mechl. Dept., Thomas=on College, Roorkee,

A 248, 249, 250. Elephant housings.
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Prare XVII.

(a)
A. 251a. Picture of an ELEPHANT CARRIAGE. These ponderous vehicles were not un-
common. At Jodhpur a pair of discarded elephant carriages are lying in a godown below the Fort.

The elephant in the picture is adorned with a head piece very similar to those shown in the pre-
vious illustration, An elephant carriage belonging to the Maharajah of Alwar appeared ab the

Review of Native retainers in Lord Curzon’s Darbar of 1902,

The above picture, with another like it now placed in the Taj Museum at Agra, was bought in
London by the Director-General of Archazology.

On loan from the Delhi Museum of Archwmology.

L,
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Photo.-Mechl. Dept,, Thomason College Roorkee.

A 2514, Picture of an Elephant carriage.
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Prare XVIII.

(a)
A. 246, BLEPHANT JHUL. These covered the royal elephants on state occasions (also

see Plates X VI and X VII and notes thereon).
Lent by Mr. Imre Schwaiger, of Delhi.

(@)

A, 879, WALKING STICK, which formerly belonged to Bahadur Shah II (1837—
1857 A.D.), carved with Persian verses, the date 12567 H. (1841 A.D.) and the proverb “He who
has the stick has the buffalo,” or ¢ Might is right.”’

Lent by L. Sheo Parshad, of Delhi.

A. 380. ANOTHER WALKING STICK, carved in the same manner, but dated 1881 A.D.
This stick was carved by Mirza Suleman Shah, of the ex-royal family of Delhi.

It seems probable that A. 379 was also carved by him.

Lent by Mirza Ahmad Siid Khan, of Loharu.

(e)

A. 354. THALI-JOR of tin-plated copper.

The bowl and the dish on which it rests are covered with passages from the Quran. The ¢Z@l-
jor was and is still used for sherbet at weddings. Dishes with texts from the Qurin engraved on
them are supposed to possess therapeutic qualities, and portions administered in them are generally the
first remedy resorted to in cases of children’s ailments,

A. 855, DISH-COVER (sarposh), with Persian verses inscribed on it.

A. 354-355 lent by M. Zahir-ud-din Khan of Delhi.

L,



MISCELLANEOUS EXHIBITS, Plate XVIII, L

A 246. Elephant j/4ul.

().
A 380 (above) A 379 (below),
Walking sticks,

(¢)-
A 354. Thalijor. A 355. Dish cover.
Photo,Mechl, Dept., Thomasgon College, Roorkes,
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Prate XIX.

(a)

A. 368. Blue and white CHINA DISH, said to have belonged to Mirza Jahangir, son of
Akbar IT (1806-1837 A.D.).

A. 369. Blue and white CHINA DISH, said to have belonged to Akbar II.

A. 368-369 lent by M. Mubammad Hamid of Delhi.

@

A. 361. OLD PERSIAN ENAMELLED TERRA COTTA in high relief,

This bears the inscription Bargak-i-Salim Shik, and is said to have come from the Sahm-marh
Fort. Two of the figures are Tar and Iraj, legendary Persian heroes.

Lent by Khan Bahadur Mir Nasir Ali Khan, of Delhi.



FARMANS, LETTERS, &c.

MISCELLANEOUS EXHIBITS.

STORE GO}\.
/S &)
e

< ~
= N\
&

&

=

E
.
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A 289. Sanad from Lord Lake.
(For note on this exhibit sez next page).

Enamelled Terra-cotta tile from Salimgarh.

(6). A 361.

Photo.-Mechl. Dept., Thomason College, Roorkee,
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IV.—FARMANS, LETTERS, ETC.

The word farman (firman) signifies a command, and is applied to patents of rank, deeds of grant
and other documents which required the imperial seal.

A farman was usually in the following form, It began with a dedication, such-as the ¢ Bismillah”
(“In the name of God, the merciful, the compassionate”). Below the dedication, but above the
body of the document, came the Zughra which took the place of the sign manual, and gave the name
and titles of the king in the ornamental nask4 character, and the Great Seal. Under the M oghuls.
the great seal gave the name and titles of the ruling Emperor in the middle, and in small circles
round it, the names of his ancestors up to Timur. Below the tughrd and the seal, came the text of
the document.

On the reverse, we find extracts from the State records, relating to the patent or grant, notes
regarding the checking of the furman, the filing of copies in the different departments concerned, ete,,
and the seals of officials who dealt with the cage. Finally, there is the order for the affixing of the
great seal, and a note of the date on which the seal was affixed.

During the palmy days of the Moghul empire, and for some time after decay had set in, these
entries are generally very full, and they show the elaborate system of check and registration which
" was observed so long as the empire was a reality. Under the last Emperors, these business-like
endorsements disappear, and the farman itself, which was formerly written on plain paper, develops
into a gorgeous illuminated document, whose imperial character is emphasized by the addition of the
umbrella over the great seal.

Prame XIX.

(e)

A. 289. SANAD from Lord Lake (see C. 260, LXXIV2), dated 8rd March 1806,
addressed to the officials of the parganak of Karnal, informing them that 7 villages have been
granted for life to Bahadur Jang Khan, chief of Kunjpurah, for his services in pursuit of Holkar
into the Punjab in 1805.

Lord Lake’s seal and signature are at the head of the document. In the seal he is deseribed as
“ Commander-in-Chief of the army of the King of England and the East India Company, and the
devoted servant of Shah Alam.”

Lent by Nawab Ibrahim Ali Khan, of Kunjpurah.

[Transeription.]
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Prary XX.

(@)
A. 278, FARMAN OF AURANGZEB (see C. 161, Plate XXX VI/), dated 1st Safa, in
the l4th year of the reign (1671 A.D.), granting 80 bug/as of land in the village oY ......... in the

Subak of Delhi to Muhammad Zaman.
[ Zranseription.]
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i A, 268, FARMAN OF GHIYAS-UD-DIN BALBAN, Sultan of Delhi, dated 7th Shabin,
' 671 T (27th Feb. 1273 A.D.), in the 4th year of the reign.

A building site measuring four chains, which had been used by Kuwajah Haidar, had been
included within the line of the walls of the royal fortress at Delhi, The farman grants the land to
Kuwajah Haidar, and his descendants.

The farman is written in Persian. The style of writing is the ornamental naskh, such as we
find in the inseriptions on the Qutb Minar, which were carved in the early part of the same century.

In the tughid, the King is styled Ziya-ud-dunya wad-din, Abi Zafar, Ghiyas-ud-din, Sultan.
Tn the seal he is called Aba Zafar, Ghiyas-ud-din, Muhammad Badshah Ghazi.

On the margin are notes showing that copies had been received by the four great departments
of State, the Diwan-i-adalat, the Dijwan-i-a‘la, the Dywan-i-wazarat, and the Diwan-i-sadarat. On
the back is an abstract of the petition and the order passed, with the sad (the initial letter of the
word sahih =" correct ”’) of the official who checked it. The sad also appears on each of the marginal
notes,

1f this farman is genuine, it must be almost unique, and it is nearly four centuries older than
any other in the Exhibition. But it is probably not genuine. ~Balban came to the throne m AH.

664, anid not in 667 or 668, and the titles given in the fugkra and the seal are unusual.
Leut by Chaudhri Bahidur Ali, of Palwal.
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Farmdn of Aurangzeb A 268. Farman of Ghiyas-ud-din Balban.
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[Transeription.]
wsh! #8ea 5 ool don)
Al el i) ool Wl stys ea ) oty (530,
pfie el )5 Jyyl gaabol o al] gagb) 1yie) L adUf teg) by

oal thu (gjlé alholy sz AlELE AL )

Syd wlle el 5 (A0 50 Joo wilio palie sl 0 Al s ot e e
Gl by=" 51 4b eals sbla) 50 35 &,5”’)' Jyiy0 wam] ol l;3l)¢ Uy L;*L" oyl by 5 oyl
50 Gl s r.,\‘d;'ils" bL BJJJa»m ud':bl a5 oty dlas .__9).«»» 6&3 «lis) 8(&»3[.{9 ".(5 13}
Loy Gy Bhandls X vJL’J" uléi)'jitg s iy &St ol {.l..../a )))H“' d,.x_H)l,:}:..f“ Q,,A'J'J a3
wolutle 5 ujﬁo o_iéJKﬁ' Cﬁ‘u's:‘) Jls" Jliﬁ) u'.al:.? UJA’J d.wb Y] s uh.u ub'.’)ﬂﬁ?jﬁb )
3 oin ‘__[43,,,[:9 BV il gy eyl ojle olyf DL O (R T oJLwJ.i oal o qithlw
Q'jsjl b —ils) d’ls I‘“CS\'.""")’)“"‘(‘“"’)"‘> Jhikel J= gldale of i) ahylo itase 1) saye

g}stb PN 5 Wy ) dal siw il uagle- @l}-’l & f.b'.mﬂulga& C:'lmj,gs Py ""’).))".

(On the reverse.)

. )-y)}o gogs dalyd BT Cjlee 5 galia ally wulds ol (plall] mngar o o |yhs

,l;)s” Sab als ablal jo Yy cinml oS Leo ) &iBLe 5pad g LA e kél'(“" ) ey sl

gl g OB 0 Gile pledy wails” ) 5,83 Vol ad wdly )8y 3,8 pllasils oo aind
o o il ols Gl Ol e 5 shls e 1 il a) jLae

e

Shay wallos

ulﬁé-.‘é"‘:‘
Sy ool

Sy eyl

Siw) &l oe

L



48 LOAN EXHIBITION OF ANTIQUITIES.

Prarte XXI.
(a)

A. 278. PARMAN OF ALAMGIR II (see C. 207, Plate LiVIz), dated 27th Shawwal
in the 6th year of thereign (A.D. 1759) granting to the heirs of Har Sahai the village of Dhir

Kherah in the parganah of Hapur.

The seal on the back, in the bottom right-hand corner, is that of the Vazir Nizim-ul-mulk

Asaf Jah, to whom Alamgir owed his elevation and his death.
Lent by P. Amr Nath, of Delhi.
[(Zranscription.]
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Photo.-Mechl, Dept., Thomnson College, Roorkee,
(a). A 278. Farmdn of Alamgir IL (8). Reverse of A 279. A Sanad from the office of the
Vazir of Alamgir IL
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A 279. SANAD from the office of Nizim-ul-Mulk, the Pazir of Alamgir II (see C. 207,
Plate VI «), notifying to the heirs of Har Sahii, the granting of the village of Dhir Kherah, in
the parganak of Hapur. It is dated 921st Dhi-Qad, in the 6th year of the reign, A.D. 1759. Only

the reverse of this sanad is, illustrated.
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Prare XXII.
(@)

A 2844 This document 18 apparenﬂy a copy of the entries in the archwes 1ela.tmg to the grant
of the dignity'of 3000 2a¢ and’ 1000 sawir, and the titles of Ghautheud-daulah and Ghalib Jangto |
Ghauth Muhammad Khan, at the request of his father. These are the entries we usually find on the
back of farmcms, It seems probable that, as is expressly stated in a smnlm document (A 287) a.lso
ghown in the Exhibition, the ougmal Jarman had been lost.

The document bears the seal of ‘Akbar Shih, then the Heir Appatent and is dated 15th
Jumada IT in the 34th year of Shah Alam (1792 A.D.).

Lent by the IIelr—Appment of Bhopal.
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(a). A 284. Document of Akbar II.
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A 271. Farmdn of Aurangzeb. (¢). A 281. Farman of Shah Alam.,
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A. 271. FARMAN OF AURANGZEB, dated 9th Dhil-hijj in the 3rd year of the reign
(1660 A.D.), granting 100 6zglms of land in the parganak of Naroli in the sarkar of Sambhal, to &

lady named Aishah.
Lent by Nawab Diaad Ali Khan, of Sambhal.
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(€)

A, 281. FARMAN OF SHAH ALAM, dated 1st Ramazin, in the 15th year of the reign
(1773 A.D.), conferring on Mirza Muhammad Jahandar Shah (Prince Jawan Bakht) the governor-
ship of Agra, with instructions to him to administer the country well, and to root out evil-doers, ete.

Lent by Mirzas Ahsan Akhtar and Akbar Bakht (of the ex-royal family of Delhi), of Benares.

[Transcraption.]
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Prare XXIII.

(@)

A. 285, SANAD addressed to the officials of parganak Karnal, dated 29th Muharram, in the
39th year of the reign of Shah Alam (1797 A.D.), informing them of the grant of the village of
Shaikhopiirah in jagi» to Nawab Gulsher Khan of Kunjpurah, subject to the deduction of the amount
required for the expenses of the shrine of the Saint Bi Ali Qalandar.

At the top is the seal of Daulat Rao Sindhia, and the signature of some British official who
inspected the sanad in 1817. The name of the Saint is too sacred to be mentioned in the body of
the sanad, so a blank space is left and the name written at the top.

A similar practice was observed in regard to the names of Emperors.
Lent by Nawab Ibrahim Ali Khan, of Kunjpurah.

[ Transeription.]
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A. 294, FARMAN recording that Muhammad Akbar Shah II conferred the title of
¢ Nagiru-d-daula Bahadur Ghalib Jang” on Colonel James Skinner (see C. 258, Plate LXIXc).
It is written in very careful handwriting, On the right side of the farman we find an iwmpres-
sion of the seal of the above-mentioned king. It is circular, with a decorative border of
conventional flowers, A representation of a parasol! overshadows the seal, which contains the name

The parasol is also found on the coins of Akbar II; see British Museum Catalogue of Mughal Coins.



FARMANS, LETTERS, & Plate XXIII.

Photo.-Mechl. Dept., Thomason Oollege Roorkee,

(a). A 285, Sanad of Shah Alam’s reign, - (0). A 294. KFarmdn of Akbar Shah II.
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of the king referred to, and his forefathers up to Timar. His Majesty’s name is found in the centre,
and it is encircled by the names of his forefathers.! The impression of the seal is as follows :—

«Abii-n-nasr Mu‘inu-d-din Muhammad Akbar Shah Badshah-i-Ghazi, Ist year of accession
(corresponding to A.H. 1221), son of Shah ‘Alam Badshih, son of ‘Alamgir Badshah, son of
Jahandar Badshah, son of Shah ‘Alam Badshih, son of ‘Alamgir Badshah, son of Shahjahan
Badshah, son of Jahangir Badshah, son of Akbar Badshah, son of Humaytin Badshah, son of Babar

Bidghah, son of ‘Umar Shaikh Shah, Sultan Aba Sa‘d Shah, son of Sultin Muhammad Shah,
Mican Shah, son of Timir, the Lord of Conjunction.”

[ Zranseription. ]
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Prare XXIV.

(a)

A. 9287, LETTER FROM GENERAL PERRON (see C. 259) to Rajah Sahib Singh of
Patiala, dated 21st Ramazan 1216 II. (1802 A.D.). The letter is called a gawlnamak. In it
General Perron allies himself with the Rajah, and the Rajah would be expected to send a similar

communication to the General.
The Greneral Thkes Christ to witness that he will abide by the agreement, but, as in the case
of A. 285 (see Plate XX1IIia,) the name of Christ is written above, and a blank is left in the text.

The envelope is pinaed at the top.
It is difficult to say what the letters are in the signatureat the foot of the letter. They might
be read as  C. S. Perron,” ¢ C[omte] or C[olonel] or G[eneral] de Perron.”

Lent by H. H. the Maharijah of Patialah.

[ Zransersption.]
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(S2.) C. V. PERRON. (?)

()

A. 291, LETTER from Lord Minto, Governor-General, without date (said to be of 18th
January 1808), to the Chief of Kunjpurah, in reply to a letter from him to Sir G. H. Barlow asking

L,
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Photo.-Mechl, Dept,, Thomason College, Roorkee,

{q). A 287 . Letter

from General Perron. () A 291

Letter (dated 1808 ?) from

(c). A 288.
Lord Minto, Governor-General.

'AIXX a3e[d

Letter from Major Louis Bourquin.
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for a sanad in regard to the seven villages granted by Lord Lake, and informing him that he

should send a copy of the original sanad for Lord Minto’s signature,
Lent by Nawab Ibrahim Ali Khan of Kunjpurah. /

[Zranseription.]
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g ( C) : y ; ; X o 4 A S el

A. 288. LETTER FROM MAJOR LOUIS BOURQUIN to Ati-ullah Khin and Wazir
Khan, rebuking them for not having joined him, and telling them that they must have heard of
the defeat of the enemy, the capture of his guns, and his flight to Hansi. The writer states his
intention of pursuing him and besieging him there, and adds that if Ata-ullah Khan and Wazir
Khan bring a portion of the instalments of money due from them, the agreement made with the
Greneral (Perron) will be carried out to the letter. If however, they delay and do not send their
agents before the army reaches Hansi, they will be dealt. with as seems fitting.

This letter must have been written after the defeat of George Thomas (see C. Zab Plate
LXIX ) at Jahizgarh, and his flight to Hansi and before Bourquin’s advance in pursuit of
him, ‘

The envelope bears the seal of Bourquin. The date must be some time in the autumn of 1801.
Ata-ullah Khan was the chief of Maler Kotla and Wazir Kh'm was his nephew. '

Lent by H. H. the Maharajah of Patiala.

[ Pranserviption.]
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SECTION V.—SPECIMENS OF THE ART OF CALLIGRAPHY.

7 Tt is difficult for Europeans to understand that among Muhammadans in the East calligraphy
takes rank far above the arts of painting and architecture. Painting was a hereditary occupation,
and it would not be an unfair comparison to say that painters were generally regarded much as photo-
graphers are nowadays regarded in the West. The Leonardos and the Titians of the East were the great
masters of calligraphy, men like Mir Alf, Imad, and Abd-ur-rashid. Masterpieces by men such as
thelse were colléctgd by] kings, and even their mashgs or exercises (A. 318—9) ‘Were eagerly sought
after, much in the same way as sketches by the great masters of painting arve sought after in the
West. A story is told of Mir Panjahkash that on one occasion he went out to make some purchases,
When he had got what he wanted, he found that he had forgotton his purse, and could not pay in
money, but a pen and paper were put into his hand and each letter he wrote was accepted as a rupee.
A similar story is told of other masters, and tradition records instances in which artists were remune-
rated at the rate of a gold mohar a letter.

The nasta‘liq style in which almost all the exhibits are written was evolved by the Persians. If
is a much rounder and more flowing style than the Arabie naskh and lent itself readily to artistic
treatment, It was by far the most popular style of writing in India, and the zaskk style is reserved
almost exclusively for the Quran and religious works written in Arabic.

Another style frequently met with in India in the shikastah or broken style, in which abbrevia-
tions are used.  Its beauties are more difficult to appreciate than those of the nasta‘lzg, and it is often
difficult to read, but it can be written much more rapidly than the nasta‘liq, in which almost every
letter takes an appreciable time to form. ;

There are rules laid down for the proportions of the different letters, their alignment, the sweep
ete., which are not difficult to understand, but mastery of them will not make the
calligraphist. Infinite patience, a perfect hand, and instinct for beauty of form and finish are all
required, ‘and beyond them all there is the indescribable something which led Mir Ali to exclaim,

the writing of his master, Sultan Alf, that though, when judged by every tangible
(namaki—1lit. saltness) that he could

of the curves,

when criticizing
standard, it was inferior to his own, it still possessed a © zest ’
never acquire.

It requires long experience to enable one to form a correct opinion on the merits of a specimen
of writing, and much that appears beautiful to the untrained eye will be rejected at once by the
expert. The letters on which most stress is laid are naturally those which figure most largely on the
page, those composed of curved or of long, sweeping lines. The alignment should be perfect, and the

curves of the different letters uniform throughout. There must be no slovenliness, no trace of fatigue

or flagging interest from start to finish, and the last pages must be as perfect as the. first.

Many of the specimens in the exhibition consist of a few lines of poetry written on a sheet of
paper or acard. Much skill was often bestowed on the illumination of the borders and the interlinear
spaces, which corresponds in a way to the framing of the picture, or, more exactly perhaps, to the
setting of a jewel. ' e LG

One reason why this art has flourished in the East is to be found in the Muhammadan prohibi-
tion of representations of living things. The artistic spirit craved for satisfaction, and found it in
calligraphy. That prohibition, which rests on tradition, is less strictly observed by Shi‘a Muhamma-
than by Sunnis, and some of the Moghul Emperors discarded it altogether.
1t is often a matter of extreme difficulty to form an opinion regarding the genuineness of a
ecimen of & great master’s work, owing to the prevalence of a practice for which, perhaps,
forgery is too hard a name. A student would select some particular calligraphist as his model, and
make it his endeavour so to perfect his own hand that, after years of practice, he might be able to
pass off what he had himself written as the work of his master. Such specimens would bear, as a
matter of course, the signature of the master.

Tt is perhaps unnecessary to observe that the writin
The att is still practised, but the printing press, the steel pen, and the pressing claims of Knglish
education ave slowly killing it. “ i ' i xS

dans

reputed sp

g is done with a reed pen and thick ink-

Qr
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Prare XXYV.

@

A. 297. Illustrated copy of the Persian translation of the MEMOIRS of BABAR.

On the first page are impressions of the seals of Humaiyan, Akbar and others, and various
entries intended to show when the book was examined or taken out of the Imperial library.

On the last page it is stated that the book was written by Mir Ali al-katib in accordance thh
the order of Prince Humayin in 1530 A.D. (the year of Babur’s death).

Mir Ali al-katib was one of the most famous of the early writers in the nastaiq style. He was
a native of Herat, and died about 1543 A.D.

Lent by H. H. the Maharajah of Alwar.

@)

A. 329. QATAIH in the naskl style written by Bahadur Shah II (see C. 2264, Plate LV2),
the last of the Moghul Emperors (1837—1857).
Lent by L. Sri Ram, of Delhi.

(0)

A. 307.  QATAH in praige of the Emperor Shih Jahan (1627—1658), written by Muhammad
Darvish of Samarqand.
Lent by P. Amr Nath, of Delhi.

(@)

A. 309, QATAH written by Muhammad Arif, a calligraphist of the time of Bahadur Shah I
(beginning of 18th century).
Lent by Mr. Raj Narayan, of Delhi,

(o)

A. 313, QUATRAIN written by Hafiz Nar-ullah, a Lucknow calligraphist who flourished at
the end of the 18th century. :
Lent by Mr. Raj Narayan, of Delhi.

(/)

A. 311, QUATRAIN written by Muhammad Afzal, a calligraphist of the time of Muhammad
Shah (first half of the 18th century).
Lent by M. Zahir-ud-din Khan, of Delhi.

()

A. 312. QUATRAIN written by Hafiz Muhammad Ali; a calligraphist who flourished in the
middle of the 18th century.
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()
A. 819, A MASHQ of Mir Panjah-kash (seo A. 315, below).
These sheets on which the masters had practised their art were highly prized by students and

collectors,
Lent by Mr. Raj Narayan, of Delhi.

®)
A. 832. QUATRAIN written in 1848 by the Prince Fateh-ul-mulk, known as Mirza Fakhra
who died in 1856 A.D. He was Heir-Apparent to the throne of Delhi from 1852 till his death.
The peculiarity of this specimen is that every letter used is a dotted letter. The Prince was one of

the pupils of Mir Panjah-kash.
Lent by M. Zahir-ud-din Khan, of Delhi.

(£)

A. 815, QATAH written by Mir Panjah-kash, the most famous calligraphist of modern times
in1852. He is said to have met his death, defending his house after the storming of Delhi in 1857,
at the age of 91. This was written by him in 1850, when he was well over 80.

L,
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Piarte XXVI.

(a)
A. 300. The last line of the BOSTAN of SADI, written by Mir ‘Ima.d in 1606 A.D.
Lent by Qant Abd-ub-Sahm, of Alwar,

)
A. 814, KARIMA OF SADI, written by Mir Panjah Kash.
Lent by Qari Abd-us-Salam, of Alwar.

(e)

'A. 324, GULISTAN OF SADI, wmtten by one of the puplls of er Pan;;ah Kash in 1833
A.D., with illustrations. :
Lent by M. Zahir-ud-din Khan, of Delhi,

(@)

A. 330. A MASHGQ (see A. 318-9, Plate L'V), in the nask’ style, by Prince Dara Bakht, the
Heir-Apparent in 1840 A.D.
Lent by L. Sri Ram, of Delhi.

O]

A. 318, A MASHQ, written by Mir Panjah Kash.
Cf. A, 319, Plate XX V4,

(/)
A. 298, “COUNSELS OF LUQMAN *’ (the oriental Asop), commonly known as ““The
Hundred Useful Maxims,” and a tract on the science of Physiognomy, written by Mir Ali al-katib
in 1542 A.D.
Lent by Mirza Ahmad Said Khan, of Lioharu.

()
A. 308, ANECDOTE of Imam Ja‘far, written by Muhammad Salih, who died in 1650 A.D.
Lent by M. Abul Hasan, Hakkani, of Delhi.
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