
th a t in  h is own. tim e th e  kingdom, as a whole, w as “  not m uch given  to th e fa ith , 
and th a t  the tem ples o f the heretics were their sole th ou gh t.”It is probably owing to this not very flourishing' condition of contempoiar, - Buddhism that Hiuen Tsiang mentions only a comparatively small number ot Yiharas and Stupas in. the Valley. Among the Stapes.there were tom-ascribed to. Atoka, and one beneath which Kaniska was believed to have deposited the canonical texts as fixed by his Council, engraved on sheets of copper. None of these structures has yet been identified with any certainty. But in their description t pilgrim furnishes, us incidentally with a valuable topographical indication. _° Speaking of the convent which prided itself on the possession of a miraculous tooth o f  Buddha, he indicates its site as being about 10 h or (arc. 2 miles - to south-east of the new city, and to the north of the old city/ » This proves that the capital of Hiuen Tsiang’s time, which corresponds to tho present S rmagar, was then a comparatively.new foundation, exactly as the Chronicles account has it .  At the same time the reference to the ‘old city’ enables us to hx with absolute < i-tainty the site of tho earlier capital, Atoka’s S'riuagari, at the present Paudrethan,the Pumnad-h'i-sthana of KalhanaA . 4 +

Hiuen Tsiang s T h e  two full yea rs  which H iu e n  Tsiang, according to his ow n  statem ent spent
stay in K atojh. p, K astn ir,^  represent a longer h a lt  than any w in  oh the p ious traveller allow  on 

h im se lf elsewhere d u rin g  hw sixteen years’ w anderings through the whole 
In d ia  and Central Asia.®* W ith  all due respect tor the s p m a ia i  iervein  oi tho 
p ilgrim  and the excellen ce of his K a sm in a n  preceptors it is d ilh cn lt to o p p r e s s  t o 
surm ise th at the m a teria l attractions o f the V a lley  had som ething to do w ith  th is 
lon g s ta y . The cool a ir of K asm fr, th e northern aspect of its scenery and.pioducta, 
have a t  a ll tim es exercised  a powerful; Alarm o yer those v is ito rs who, them selves 
horn in  colder clim es, have come to  the V a lley  from the h e a t and uuat ot the 
In dian  plains. J u st is these ad van tages a ttra c t in yearly  increasin g num be s 
E u ro o ean  visitors from  India proper, so the m odern Turk! p ilgrim s from K ashgar, 
Y a rk a n d , and other parts o f C en tra l Asia, w h e t h e r  on th eir  w ay  to Mecca o r  on 
th e ir  return, never fa i l  to make a lo n g  stay in Kasxm r . . . . . .  , , >

W e  should undoubtedly find th e  example o f th e  modern H aju i followed a lso  by 
B u d d h ist  pilgrim s i f  there were s t ill  any to ta k e  their w ay from those northern 
region s through K a sm lr to the h o ly  places of In d ia . It  would be an in terestin g  
task  to  examine to w h a t extent th e  fam e.of K a sn iir  as the. parad is terrestie  dm, 
h id e s/ — a fame u n kn ow n to gen u in e Indian tradition,---is the creation ot northern  
v isitors, both E u rop ean  and A siatic . Here it m ay  suffice to add th a t  H iuen I  sm  . 
before he reached Kanm ir, must h a v e  had already lu s  experience o f the torrid  heat 
and th e  other am enities of a P an jab  summer.30 W e shall also se e  th at the exam p le 
of th e  other C h in ese pilgrim  w hom  we arc able to follow on lu s  v is it  to ivasinir,points exactly to the same conclusion. , .
] H iu en  Tsiang’s n a rra tiv e  te lls  u s  th a t he left th e  \ u d e y  go in g  in  a south-w esterly 
direction. Ho reached  Pun-vu-tso, the P a r n o t s a  of the Chronicle and th e  m odern 
P ru n ts, after cros sin g  mountains and  passing precipices.- A s  th e  fos?m aidan route 
is th e d irect and m ost frequented rou te to th at territory, it is  very  probable t.m

Si See Si-uu-ld i p 158. Tw nys  itinerary in Ctonisoham, Anc,
2S .S w -H .i  p. 158. Geogr., pp. 668 sqq.
-  See below, §§88, 89. See C«.vsin<;ham , Am. Geogr., p. «*3
*■ Vie. dv H . p. 96 S<1; , . . . r.. . f t  ... ok29 Compare the table of dates for Hiuen- ■' bt-yu-h*, l. p. 1 » - ; lie d eli. I ., \ ■ ■
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Hiuen Tsiang also followed it, Parnotaa as well as RajapitbI (Ho-lo-she-pu-lo) towhich the pilgrim subsequently proceeded hif, at the time of his visit, noi %independent ruler, but were subject to Kasmlr. '
10. The next Chinese notice of Kasmlr, and one which is of considerable Kasnn'r in T'ang historical interest, is contained in the Annals of theT'ANa dynasty. These mention Annals, tits arri val at the imperial court of the first embassy from Kasmlr, sent by King Tchen-t'o-lo-pi-li (in or shortly after a .d . 713), and that of another embassy sentby his brother and successor Mu-to-pi. We have liad already occasion to note the identity of these two kings with the Candrapida and Muktapida (Lalitaditya) of the Raj ataranginl.33The description of Kasmlr, which is coupled with this record of the T'ang Annals, appears to be in the main copied from Hiuen Tsiang’s Si-yu-ki. But in addition it furnishes us with a reference, to the Mo-ho-to-mo-loung or Mahapadma lake, i.e. the Volur. and an exact statement as to the Kasmlr capital at the time.In my .Notes on Ou-k'ong's account of Kasimrf3 I have shown that the Pa-lo-ou-lo- 

vo-lo of the Annals is a correct reproduction of Pravarapura, the old and official name of S'rinagar. In the same way the name Mi -na-si-to given to the great river which flows to the west of the capital, represents a correct enough transcription of Vitasta. Both names are recorded in the form which they bore in the official Sanskrit, and are, therefore, evidently taken from the information gh en by the Kasmlr envoys.
11. Not many years alter Muktapida’s embassy, Kasmlr was visited by Ou-k'ong. another Chinese pilgrim, Ou-k'ong. Though greatly inferior to Hiuen Tsiang inlearning or power of observation, he has yet left us information regarding the country which is of interest and value. The itinerary of Ou-k'ong, the discovery and recent publication of which wa owe to Messrs, Levi and Ohavannes,34 contains the reminiscences of forty years’ wanderings, taken down after the pilgrim’s return to China, and in a form regrettably brief. But whether it be due to Ou-k'ong’s long stay in Kasmlr or to other causes, his account is fortunately far more detailed in the case of Kasmlr than in that of any other territory visited by him. His description of the Valley and the several sites mentioned by him have been fully discussed by me in the separate paper already quoted. I need hence indicate here only the main results of this analysis.Ou-k'ong reached Kasmlr in the year 759 from Gandhara, presumably by the same route as Hiuen Tsiang had followed. He took there the final vows of a Buddhist monk and spent there fully four years engaged, as his itinerary tells us, in pilgrimages to holy sites, and in the study of Sanskrit,.35 Though he is said to have studied from daybreak to night-fall his diligence does not seem to have brought him much literary culture. This is curiously shown by the popular Apabhramsa forms in which our pilgrim records the names of the monasteries he specially singles out for notice. Pour of these I have been able to identify with Viharas mentioned in the Chronicle, and two of them have left their names to villages which survive to the present day.3® 112

112 Compare notes iv. 45, 126. 33 See pp. 26 sqq. in the above-quoted
Prom R eiwaud, Memoir# mr Unde, pp. 189 paper published in the Proceedings of the sqq., it appears that the names of the Kafiinir Imperial .Academy, Vienna (Fhiios.-histor. 

kings in this Chinese record, and that of the Class), 1896, vol. exxxv.
Manapadma lake were first correctly identj- 34 See IJItin&raire <J Ou-k'ong, Journal 
fiecj by K oapboth, Meinoires relatifs & PAaie, miaf., J896, vi. pp. 341 sqq. 
ii. pp, 27$ sqq., a work which is at present not 35 See j/ltinSraire tVOu-k'mg, p. 366.
accessible to me. * See above, notes i. 147; iii. 9; iv. 188, 211.
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While IIiuen Tsiang mentions only about one hundred convents in the country, Ou-k'ong found more than three hundred, and speaks in addition of the number of Stupas and sacred images as considerable. We may conclude from this that there had been a rise in the popularity of Buddhism in the period intervening between the visits of the two pilgrimsRoutes from Ou-k'ong describes the kingdom of Kasmir correctly enough as enclosed on allKiisnnr. sides by mountains which form its natural ramparts. Only three roads have been opened through them, and these again are seeured by gates. In the east a road leads to Tou-fan or Tibet; in the north there is a road which reaches into Po-liu ox Baltistan ; the road which starts from ‘ the western gate ’ goes to K'ien4'o-lo or Gandbara.*7We have here a clear enough description of the great routes th rough the mountains which since ancient times have formed the main lines of communication between the
!I Valley and the outer world. The road to, T'ou-fan corresponds undoubtedly to thepresent route over the Zoji-La to Ladakh and hence, to Tibet. The road to Po-li.u is represented by the present ‘ Gilgit Road,’ leading into the Upper Kisangahga Valley and from there to Skardo or Astor on the Indus. The third road can be no other than the route which leaves the Valley by the gorge of Baramula and follows the Vitasta in its course to the west. We 'have seen already that Biuen Tsiang followed it when he entered Kasmir by ‘ the stone gate, the western entrance of the kingdom.’ There can be no doubt that in the gates (‘ fermetuxes ’ of the French translation) closing these roads we have a reference to the ancient frontier watch- stations or Dvaras, which we shall have occasion to discuss below.
I  Besides these three roads, Ou-k'ong knew yet a fourth ; “ this, however, isalways closed, and opens only when an imperial army honours it with a visit.’’ It is probable that this curious notice must be referred to one of the routes leading over the Plr PantsSl range to the south. Owing possibly to political causes these routes may have "been closed to ordinary traffic at the time of Ou-k'ong’s visit.88

The political relations between China.and the northern kingdoms of India seem to have ceased soon after the time of Ou-k'ong. • This was probably due to the Chinese power under the later T'ang gradually losing ground in Central Asia before the Uigurs and the Tibetans. The pilgrimages of Chinese Buddhists, however, to India continued during the next two centuries. Of one at least of these pilgrim parties it is recorded that it took the route through Kasmir.87 But no detailed account bearing on Kasmir has yet come to light of these later pilgrimages.
SECTION III.— MUHAMMADAN NOTICES.\m \ ■

.-..■.A ry'- A’.'.1Kainur closed to 12 After the Greeks and the Chinese' the early Muhammadan writers are 
, Arabs. our next foreign informants regarding the historical geography of India. If, withone very remarkable exception, they have nothing to tell us in detail regarding Kasmir topography, the explanation is not far. to seek. • The first rush of Arab invasion in the Indus Valley during the eighth century had carried the Muham-

37 See IiltitvSraire <£Ow-k'ang, p. 366.. 89 Compare Y ule, Cathay, p. Ixxi., and
SwNotes on Ou-k'ong, pp. 24 sq J cu ro , Journal Asiat., 1847, p. 48.
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madan arms at times close enough to tlie confines of Kasmir.40 No permanent conquest, however, had been effected even in the plains of the Northern Panjab.Protected in the west by the unbroken resistance of the S'ahis of Kabul and in the south by a belt of war-like Hindu hill-states, Kasmir bad never been seriously threatened. Even when Islam at last, after a long struggle, victoriously overspread the whole of Northern India. Kasmir behind its mountain ramparts remained safe for centuries longer.Conquest and trade were fho factors which brought so large a part of the ancient world within the ken of the early Muhammadan travellers and geographers.• Both failed them equally in the ease of Kasmir. For a classical witness shows us how the system of seclusion, ever easy to maintain.in a country so well guarded by. nature as 'Kasmir, bad been developed and strengthened at the approach of danger until it hermetically sealed the Valley to all foreigners without exception.We can thus scarcely be surprised at seeing that even the well-informed Al- Mas‘udi who had personally visited the Indus Valley, is unable to tell us anything more exact about Kasmir "than, that it is a kingdom, with many towns and villages enclosed by very high and inaccessible mountains, through which leads a single passage closed by a gate.41 The notices we find in the works of Al-Qazv/lnl and Al- Idrisf are practically restricted to the same statement. The references of other Arab geographers are even more succinct and vague.
13. ''Notwithstanding the circumstances above indicated, Arabic literature AibebCxe's into- furnjshes us with a very accurate and valuable account of old Kasmir. We owe it rest in Kasmir to the research and critical penetration of Ai/bekum of whom, indeed, it may be said as of an early British explorer of Afghanistan,48 that he could look through tin. mountains. The’great Muhammadan scholar had', evidently util ized every opportunity during this long stay at Ghazna and in the Panjab (a.d. 1017-30) to collect information on Kasmir.His interest in the distant alpine valley is easily understood. He, himself, tells us in the first chapter of his great work on India, how Hindu sciences when the victories of Mahmud had made the Hindus ‘like atoms of dust scattered in all directions.’ had retired far away from the conquered parts of the country. They “fled to places which our hand cannot yet.reach,to Kasmir, Benares and other places.”44 In another passage he speaks* again of Benares and Kasmir as the high schools of H indu sciences.46 Be repeatedly refers to K asmirian authors, and from, the notices shown below it is evident that among his informants, if not among his actual teachers, there were Kasmlriau scholars.46

¥  See Reinaud, Memoire sur I’Inde, pp. 195 see liibUothcca geograpkonan Arabicorum, ed.
sqq.; AnafiRCNi, India, i. o. 21. Do Goeje, i. p. 4 ; ii. pp.. 9, 446; v. p. 364:

«  See A “ Meadows of Gold/’ vi. pp. 0, 18, 68 ; vii. pp. 89, 687; also JM-i-
transl. Sprengor, i p. 382, The number of i'id't. od. Roinaud, pp. 361. 506. 
towns and‘villages is estimated at from sixty ** Mounts!uaft Elphinstone.
to seventy thousand; regarding the traditional 41 India, transh Sacliau, i. p. 22. \
number here given see below, § 87. 4‘ India, p. 173.

«  The silence of the ear! Muhammadan t  Axnliiuixi, ii. 181, refers particularly t*-> -
geographers as regards Kasmir was duly Kasnurian informants with whom he cwu- 
noticed by Ritter, Asian, ii. p. 1116. vorsedregardingthemiracle of the'Aeifofflb-ftr,

For Al-Quzmni, sen Gh.demeibti.r, B e i.e. the Kapateimra Tiitha (seenote i. 32) 
tebus Indicts, p. 2.10; for Al-ldnsi, Eixior, The way in which the pilgrimage to this spot was
History o f India, i. pp. 90, sq. described to Alberuni, makes it quit#' certain

For the notices of other Arabic geographers, that his informants were personally familiar
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The curious fact that Alberuni, himself composed certain Sanskrit treatises for 
circulation among ‘ the people of Kashmir,’ proves beyond all doubt the existence of 
special relations between the great M kccha  scholar and that jealously guarded 
country. These relations seem strange considering what Alberuni himself tells 
ns so graphically about the rigid isolation of Kasmir. We can scarcely explain 
them otherwise than by personal intercourse with Kahnirian. Pandits,"7

In view of.these indications we can hardly go wrong in attributing a great- 
portion of AlberfinI’s detailed knowledge of Kasrnir topography to these learned 
informants. But we also know that the chances of war had given him an opj>or- • 
trinity of • supplementing his knowledge in part by personal observation. 
Alberuni refers in two places to his personal acquaintance with, the fortress Lauhub 
(or Lahur) on i he confines of Kasrnir. *8 I have proved that AlberunI’s Lauhur is 
identical with the castle of Lohara , so frequently mentioned in the Chronicle, the 
position of which is marked by the present Loh?rin on the southern slope ot the Plr 
Panteal range. ‘ Loharakotta ’ is undoubtedly the same as the Port of Lohkot 
before which, according to the uniform report of the Muhammadan historians, 
Mahmud’s attempt at an invasion of Kasiuir was brought to a standstill. It i;- 
lience certain that Alberuni had accompanied this unsuccessful expedition, which 
probably took place in a .d . 1021. Though it failed to reach Kasmir, it must have 
given Albernlh ample opportunity to collect local information and to acquaint him- 
self with the topography of those mountain regions which formed Kasrair’s strongest 
bulwark to the south.

Albeuuki’s de- 14. Alberuni’s main account of Kasmir is contained in Chapter xyiii. which
scription of Kasmir. gives ‘ various notes on the countries of the Hindus, their rivers and their ocean."49

with the Tirtba. The same must be said of the vast materials digested in his book he 
his note on tbs pilgrimage to the temple of worked largely with the help of indigenous 
S'aradA. (see .Note B, i. 87, § IS). The details scholars. Judging from his own description 
regarding a local Kasmir festival (ii. p. 178), of the state of Hindu sciences in the coft- 
tlie anecdote about the propagation of the quered territories and the bitter enmity pre- 
t f m j a M r a v r t t i m  KaSmir (i. p. 135) are Such as vailing amongst their Hindu inhabitants 
could not well.have reached Alberuni other- against the dominant Mlecclias. it is doubt- 
wise but by verbal communication. fal whether he could have secured there such

Writing himself in a.d. 1030 lie refers to a assistance as he required, 
statement contained in the almanac for the Alberuni himself tells us. (i. p. 24) where ho 
S'aka year 051 (a.d. 1039-80), ‘ which had come describes so touchingly the difficulties in the 
from Kashmir’ (i, p. 391). lie  could scarcely way of his Indian studies : “  I  do not spare 
have secured such an almanac except through either money or trouble in collecting Sanskrit 
Kahn Irian. Pandits who, even at the present books from places where I supposed they were 
ilay, wherever they may be, make it a point likoly to be - found, and in procuring for niv- 
to provide themselves from home with their self, even from very remote ’ places, Hindu 
local naJc^ntmpattrika. scholars who understand them, and are able

For references to Kafaiirian authors or to teach me.”
* texts specially connected with Kasmir, see i. Kasmir has always had an over-production

ftp, 126, 157, 298, 834; i. p. 54 (Vipiudharma), of intellect. Bilhana’s classical example, 
etc. Compare also the very detailed account amongst other evidence, shows that Kas- 
of the calendar reckonings current in Kasmir inirian scholars have been as ready in old days 
and the oonteminous territories, ii. p. 8. as at present to leave tlieir homes tor distant

V See I n d i a ,  Preface, p. xariv.; and Prof. places, wherever their learning could secure 
SAchau’s introduction to his edition of the for them a livelihood (compare Birin,i«t, 
text: of Alberunfs India, p. xx. Introd. to the Vihramimkadryamritu, p. xvii.:

Is H too much to suppose that Alberuni had also Indische Palseographie, p. 66). 
at one'time or the other Kasrmrian Papdits 49 See above, Note ft, iv. 177, §§ 12,18. 
ip hk employ P We know that in preparing See India, i pp. 2cd sqq.

i -  ‘ "• 1  *• i t v  ' ..................I M  I  t H  m  . 1 1



Compared with the description of the rest of India, it is disproportionately detailed.AlberunUfirat sketches in broad outline# hut correctly enough the political division of the mountain region which lies between the great Central Asian watershed and the Panjab plain. He then refers to the pedestrian habits of the Kasmirians, and notes the use by the nobles of palankins carried on the shoulders of men, a custom fully illustrated by the Chronicle and accounted for by the nature of the communications in the mountains.60What follows deserves full quotation. “ They are particularly anxious about the natural strength of their country, and therefore take always much cafe to keep a strong hold upon the entrances and roads loading into it. In consequence it is 
.It very difficult to have any commerce with them. In former times they used to allow one or two foreigners to enter their country, particularly Jews, but at present they do not. allow any Hindu whom they do riot know personally to enter, much less other people.”We have here a full and clear statement of that system of guarding all frontier-passes which we have found alluded to already in the Chi nese records. It explains the great part which is played in the Chronicles by the frontier watch- stations, the Iivdt as &n<.{ Ikahyas, and is of all the more interest as the last traces of the system, in the form of rah dan, have disappeared in Kasmlr only . within quite recent memory.51Alberunl next proceeds to describe the‘best known entrance to Kashmir.’ Route into Kusmir. Though the starting point of his itinerary cannot be identified with absolute certainty, it is clear that he means the route which ascends the Jehlam Valley.From * the town Babrahdn, half-way between the rivers Sindh (Indus) and Jailani,’ eight Farsakh are counted ‘ to the bridge over the river, where the water of the Kusndfi is joined by that of the Mahwt, both of which come from the mountains of Shaxnllan and fall into the Jailani.’ Though there seems to be here si me slight confusion I have little doubt that the point meant ‘by the bridge over the river’ corresponds to the present Muzaffarabad, at the confluence of the Jehlam and Kisanganga.The easiest route to KasmJr from the west leads through the open central portion of Hazara (Urate) to Mansahra, hence across the Kunhar and Kisanganga rivers to Muzaffarabad, and then up by the right side of the Jehlam Valley to Baramula.63 In Kusniin it is easy to recognize with Prof. Saehau the present Kunhar River which falls into the Jehlam a few miles below its great bend at Muzaffarabad.53 The Mahwi is evidently meant to designate the Kisanganga.54 If thus interpreted the only error in Alberunx’s description is that it makes the

M Compare, e.g. Ttajat. iv. 407; v. S3, 219 ; derivative of a Skr. *.Kumdri, medial s be-
vii. 473; vjii. 2298, 2686, 2674, 8165, etc. . coming always h under a phonetic law common

Regarding the word Teatt, which Albtruui to KaSmiri and the related dialects , for tho 
glves as the indigenous term of the palatikit), change hn >  nh compare Dr. Grierson, Pho
nes note iv. 407. nolor/ii o f Indo-Aryan Vernacular*, Z.D.M .G.,

;>1 Compare my Notes on the ancient topo- 1896, p. 88. 
graphxi of the Fir Pflritml Unite, J.A.8.B., 1895, M I am unable to account for the name 
pp. 382 sqq. ; also below, § 40. Mcthwi. Could it he the corruption of an

M This route is described, e.g. by Drew , ApabhraiMa derivative of Madhwmati, a name 
Jummoo, p. 528, ‘ as the easiest route from the of an affluent of the Kisanganga, used also in 
Panjab to Kasmir.’ a Mahafmya for the latter river itself ? See

48 Kunhar represents the regular phonetic Note B, i. 37, § 16.
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Kanhar join the Kisanganga, whereas in reality the former falls into the Jehlam after its junction with the Kisangariga.I have shown above, in note v. 215, that the route here indicated, which was a favourite one until a few years ago the “ Jehlam Valley Tonga .Road ” was constructed, is distinctly referred to already in Kalhana’s account of S'ariikaravarnian s march to and from TTrasa, The distance of eight Fnrsakh corresponds according to Albcruni’s reckoning to about thirty-nine English miles.55lief erring to the map and the modern route measurements,06 this distance carries us to a point between Mansahra and the next stage, Abbott-'bad. It. is just in this neighbourhood that, according to the evidence given in the above-quoted note, the <ud capital of XJrasa must be located. ‘ 11 ab rah an ’ cannot be identified at present. It is, perhaps, intended to represent the name of this old town which could fairly be described as situated midway between the Indus and .Telilam. From Muzaffarabad onwards--where there is still a bridge over the Kisan- ganga, just as at the time (1783) when Forster crossed here on his way from Kasnur to Attock,67—we can follow the route quite plainly.Albertan counts five days of march ‘ to the beginning of the ravine whence the river Jailam comes,’ that is to the entrance of the gorge through which the river flows immediately below Baramula. This estimate agrees closely with the actual road distance between Muzafiarabad and Barainuht which is given by Mr. Drew as eighty-four miles/18 At the other or Kasrnlr end of the ravine AlbmmI places quite correctly ‘the watch-station Dvar’ (Slcr. I)vara), the position of which, as we shall see below, is marked to this day by the site of the old gate known as 
Jlrcitio.Valley of Kasmir. “ Thence, leaving the ravine you enter the plain, and reach in two more days 
Addis]}tan, the capital of Kashmir, passing on the road the village Vahhtrd. All this is perfectly accurate. Adhisthana, ‘ the capital, is, of course, meant for S'rinagara,59 and Ushkara for lfskur, opposite Baramula, the ancient lluska- pura already mentioned by Hiuen Tsiang.60 Alberuni’a mention of TTskiir which is on the left river bank, shows that then as now the ordinary road from the 1 Gate of Varfihamula ’ to- S'rinagara passed on the left or southern side of the Valley. Two marches are still counted for this part, of the journey.The capital is correct!v described as “being built along both banks of the river Jailam, which are connected with each other by bridges and ferry boats.” It

m Compare Prof. Sachau’s note, India, ii. want was a Sanskrit-speaking person. The 
b 816. Alberuni values his farmkh at 4 common designation of the capital was 
Arabian miles or approximately 4 x -21SG S'rinagara or simply Aagara; see § 
yards. Hence 1 farmkh r= English below
■j The text m rendered by Prof, bachau,
11 r,Vged D ri.-w Joe cit speaks of “ Ushkara which lies on both sides of

w Hue G Forster, Jovrrmj from Bengal to the Valley, in the same manner as Baravom:' 
r , 1808 ii n 46 ' There is either some corruption in the text

* S k T  P‘ ' here, or Alberunrs informant has not made
According to Mr. Drew’s table six marches himself sufficiently deaf. What he mast have 

are counted, but one of them is very short, meant is that I  shkaralay on the opposite side 
On the modern route following the opposite of the river m the same manner as Barftmuia, 
side of the river, five marches are now that is, at the entrance of the ravine. Bara- 
reckoned from Domed, opposite to Muzaffaia- mula as the text spells the word, reproduces 
bad, to BiU-amula, an earlier form of the Kasmiri Varahmul, from

w Adhiijthtina, used again ii. p. 181,_ is a Skr. i arahcrmula. 
term which indicates that Alberuni’s infer-
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j„  said to cover ‘ a space of four Farsakh.’ This, if interpreted to mean ‘  a space of four Farsakh in eireumference,’ would not be too far from the truth, assuming that all suburban areas around the city are included in the estimate. The course of the river above and below the capita! is rightly enough traced as far as the Valley is concerned.  ̂When the Jailam has left the mountains, and has flowed, two days’ journey, it: passes through Addishtau. dour IarSaklt 1 aether on it enters a swamp of one square Farsakh.” Here, of course, the \olur lake (Mfeha- padma) is meant. “The. people have' their plantations on the borders of tins swamp, and on such parts of it as they manage to reclaim. Leaving tins swamp, the Jail am passes the town Cshkara, and then enters the above-mentioned ravine.The only.mistake, and this one: easily explained, is contained in the account 0f the river’s origin. It is described as rising “in the mountains Efaramakot, where also: the Ganges rises; cold, impenetrable regions where the snow never melts nor disappears.” It is easy to recognize here the reference to Mount 
ffaramnl’uta, and tlie sacred G&nga-lake at the toot of its glacier in which Kasmirian ’ tradition places the source of the Sindhu river.81 The, latter is the oreatest tributary of the Vitasta within Kasnuf and is traditionally idenufie.v with the Ganga" as on the other hand the Vitasta with the Yamuna.61 * 63 * The special sanctity of the Sindhu (‘ Uttaragaiiga ’) and the popularity of its supposed source as a pilgrimage place, sufficiently account for the substitution in Alberuin s > notice.Entering the open plain of the Kasmir Valley from the Baramvda gorge,< ,r0U have for a march of two more days on your left the mountains of Bolor and Shamllan, Turkish tribes who are.called Bhdiaearyan. Their king has the title of Bhatta-Skah: It is clear that Alberunl’s informant, here means the mountain- ranges to the north and north-west of the Valley which form its confines towards the Dard country and BaltistSn. The latter has been known by the name of Bolor for many centuries.'13 I am unable to trace in Kasnurian or other sources the names of • Shatmlan ’ and ‘ Bhatta.’ * But as a subsequent remark mentions ‘ Gilfit,

, A.ncira, and Shilids,’ that is the modern Gilgit, HasOr (Astor), and Cilas, as their chief places, there can be no doubt that the inhabitants of the Dard territory to the north-west of Kasmir are meant, together with the Balt is.« Marching on the right side [of the river! you pass through villages, one Mount Kularjak. close to the other, south of the capital, and thence you reach, the mountain 
Kularjak, which is like a cupola, similar to the mountain Dttnbawand (Dama- wand). The snow there never molts. It is always visible from the region cdTakeshar and Lauhawar (Lahore).’ , _ _I have already shown65 that the mountain here described is the latakuti Beak

61 O p , ,  ; 57 K i  But'-1) which is applied in the Sanskrit
f  63 below" S 68 Chronicles to the population of Tibetan

In Tlaracur. iv. 54, the Vitasta itself is descent generally, from Ladakii to Baltistan 
designated as the ‘ Gahga of the N orth’ '(see note i. 312). AlbSruiu calls their lan- 
(UUaraqahgu) which would render the loca- guage Turkish, but, .t must be remembered 
tion of its source in the lake of Haramukuta that lie has spoKen previously (u p. 200) 
still more intelligible from a traditional point o. * the Talks, oa Tibet as lio ding the 

{ \• b country to the east ol Kataur. There the
«  Compare Ytuus, Marco Polo, i. p. 187 aq.; Tibetans in Lad&kh and adjacent districts are 

Ci.innivoh.U4, Anc. Geogr. p. 83. akm-lv intended.
«  Alberiini’s Bhatta may possibly represent • Sec Note A, iv. in ,  & 12. 

the term IJhuita or Bhautta (the modern
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(33° 45 iat. 74° 33' long.) in the central part of the Plr-Panteal range. Alberum puts the distance between this peak and the Kasmlr plain at two larsakn. ihw estimate is somewhat too low, inasmuch as the direct distance on the map between the peak and the nearest point of the level ground m tin- \ alley is about fifteen lilllcc'He is however, quite exact in placing the fortress La.uh.er, he. the present Mr!583 Loh’rin to the west of it. The entrance to the Loh%in Valley lies almosh due west of Taiakuti To the south -of the peak was ‘the fortress Bajagirl which is also mentioned' by Kalhar.a, vii. 1270 : it lay probably somewhere m the upper Suran Valley. Alberuni speaks of these two hill fortresses as the strongestplaces’ he had ever seen. , . . ■ V . ,, £ •He had personally had an opportunity of judging of their strength when accompanying"" Mahmud’s -expedition against Kasmlr On that occasion he had n,ade th.'obLv.tion of tJ latitude of LauMr: Loliara to wtoh he refere m another chapter of his work.63 The result of tins observation. 33 40 , as shown in the author’s Canon Masnduux, very closely approaches the real one, wmcii is33° 48' according to the Survey map. ...It is verv probable that he obtained at the same occasion the very accurate information regarding the distance from Lauhur to the. Kasmlr capital flbg£* it as fifty-six miles, u half the way being rugged country, the otliel Iia!l P!ai Alberuni’s measurement according to the previously _ stated valuation, represents about, sixty-nine English miles. This is but little in excess of the actual road distance via the Teste aidan Pass as estimated by me, on the tour referred to m the above note. The description of the road, too, corresponds closely with theactual character of the route. .Alberum closes his account of Kasmlr geography with a reference to the. town of JUirmari which is tlio Rajapuri of the Chronicles, the modern Eajaun In Hindu times it was the capital of a small lull-state situated immediately to the south of the Plr Pantsal range and often tributary to Kasmu. Alberum distinctly names it as the farthest place to which Muhammadan merchants of his tune traded, and beyond which they never passed We have already seen what the connection was which enabled him to collect reliable and detailed information of the region beyond that harrier. As another proof of the accurate knowledge thus acquired, we may finally mention his description of the Kasmlr climate and its explanation, which is far more exact than any account available to ue previous to the second quarter of this century.**
# | r  ; '
B | .

SECTION IV.— INDIAN NOTICES.jR Nothing perhaps, can illustrate better the lamentable lack of exact non-Katoirian geographical information in general Sanskrit ht̂ture than ôm ' e
notices. accounts of the Chinese pilgrims and Alberum, to what Indian authors, notKaSans themselves, can tell us of the Valley. Were we to judge merely from

* the extreme scantiness of the data to be gleaned from their extant works, we migh easily be led to assume that Kasmlr was to them a country mreign and temote

"  I S  and below, § 77.
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every way. However, we .observe the same vagueness and insufficiency of local 
references in the case of territories immediately adjoining the old centres o f  
literary activity. It is hence evident that the conspicuous absence o f useful 
information: on Kasmlr may be attributed equally well, to the general character o f 
that literature.

The name K asm lra, with its derivative K d h m ra , as the designation of the 
country and its inhabitants respectively, is found already in the Ganas to Panini’s 
great grammatical work, and in Patanjali’s comments thereon.69 The Mahabharata, 
too, refers in several passages to the K M m ira s  and their rulers, but in a fashion, so 
general and vague that no tiling more hut the situation o f the country in the hill 
region to the north can be concluded therefrom.70 The Puranas enumerate the 
Kasinfras accordingly in their lists of northern nations. But none of the tribal 
names, partly semi-mythical, mentioned along with them in the Puranas examined 
by me, indicate any more distinct location of the country.71

Varahamihira (cire. 500 a .d .) in his ffrJudsamhitd includes the Kasmiras Varihamihira. 
curiously enough in the north-eastern division. Among the regions and peoples 
named under the same heading there are a number o f purely legendary character 
like ‘ the kingdom o f the dead (nas{.ardjija), the ‘ gold region,’ ‘ the one-footed 
people,' etc. But besides these names and others of a different type which cannot 
be clearly identilled, we recognize the names o f tribes which undoubtedly must be 
located in the immediate neighbourhood of Easter. Thus we have the Abhisdras,
Darad.is, .Durvas, K hasas, K iras, and somewhat more distant the country o f 
K v M ta  (Kulu) and the Kauniadas or Kaulindras {Ptolemy’s JK’vAn'Spfiuj).78

* Perhaps the most specific piece of information regarding Kasmlr that Sanskrit
literature outside the Valley can furnish, is conveyed in the term KdsrtJ.ni or 
K d h m ra ja  which designates the saffron, and according to the lexicographers also 
the root o f the hm tha  or costus speciosus. As botli the saffron a,nil the Kustha 
are since early times famous products of Kasmlr, the origin o f  the term is clear 
enough.78

SECTION V.— THE HASMIK CILtcONICLES.

16. The want o f detailed and exact geographical information just noticed in. Abundance of 
old Indian literature generally stands in striking contrast to the abundance of data Kasmirian sources, 
supplied for our knowledge o f old Kasmlr by the indigenous sources. The 
explanation is surely not to be found in the mere fact that Kasmirian authors 
naturally knew more o f  their own country than ot hers, for whom that alpine 
territory was a distant, more or less inaccessible region. For were it so. we might

511 See the references in P. W,} a.v. Kdhnlra, 73 Regarding the saffron cultivation of 
and in supplement, v, p. 1278. The references Kasuur, compare Lawrence, Valley, p. 842, 
to other texts quoted in this paragraph have and below, § 78.
also been taken from that work except where The ku,jha, now known in Kasmlr by the 
otherwise specified. _ name of kufh, is the aromatic root of the

m Compare in particular Mahd/j?t. if,; xxvb.17, Sams urea Lappa which grows in abundance 
'■Compare Vmjupur. xlv. 120; xlvii. 4§; on the mountains of Kasmlr; see Lawrence,

Padmymr. 1. vi. 48, 62; Bhdyctmtapur. XII, p. 77. The kufh is stiff largely exported to 
i. 39 ; Viqipupur. rv. xxiv. 18. China. It was, perhaps, one of the medicinal

73 See Brhatmttikita, xiv. 29 sqq. and Ind. plants which HiufiaTsiang particularly notices 
Ant. 1898, pp. 172,181; also AlbukOk! , I hrfla, among the Kasmlr products; see Si-yu-ki, 
i. p. 303. i. p. 148.
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reasonably expect to find ourselves equally well informed about the early topography of other parts of India, which have furnished, their contingent to the phalanx of Sanskrit authors. Yet unfortunately this is by no means the ease.
The advantageous position we enjoy in K asm ir is  due to a com bination of 

causes o f which the most important ones, may at once be here indicated. In tbe 
first place, we owe it to the preservation o f connected historical records from a 
com paratively early date, which acquaint us with a large number o f particular 
localities and permit us to trace their connection with the country’s history.Another important advantage results from the fact that Kasmir, thanks chiefly to its geographical position and. the isolation resulting from it, has escaped those great ethnic and political changes which have from time to time swept over the largest portion of India. Local tradition has thus remained undisturbed, am! still clings to all prominent sites with that tenacity which is characteristiĉ of alpine tracts all over the world. The information preserved by this local tradition in Kasmijr has often, proved for our written records a roost welcome supplement and commentary.Finally, it must be remembered that in a small mountain country like Kasmir, where the natural topographical features are so strongly marked and so permanent., the changes possible in historical times as regards routes of communication, sites for important settlements, cultivated area, etc., are necessarily restricted. The clear and detailed evidence which the facts of the country’s actual topography thus furnish, enables ris to elucidate and to utilize our earlier data, even where they are scanty, with far greater certainty and accuracy than would be possible in another territory.Kalhana’s 17. Epigraphical records on stone or copper, such as elsewhere in India form

'topographical data, the safest basis for the study of local topography, have not yet come to light in Kasmir. The few fragmentary inscriptions hitherto found are all of a late date, and do not furnish any topographical information. In their absence Ivalhanah 
K ajatabah gikI is not only the amplest, but also the most authentic of our sources for the geography of Kasmir. The questions connected with the historical value of the work, its scope and sources, have be n fully discussed in the introduction. Here we have only to consider its character as our chief source of information on the ancient topography of Kasmir.If is doubtful whether Kalhaua, writing for readers of his own country and time, would have, deemed it necessary to give us a connected and matter-of-fact description of the .land, even if the literature which he knew and which was his guide, had in any of its products furnished him with a model or suggestion for such description. The nearest approach to it is contained in a brief passage of his introduction, i. 25-38.. This acquaints ns in a poetical form with the legends concerning the creation of Kasmir and its sacred river, the Vitasta, and enumerates besides the most famous of the many Tirtbas of which Kasmir has ever boasted in abundance. The few panegyric remarks which are added in praiso of the land’s spiritual and material comforts, i. 39-43, do credit to the author’s Jove of his native soil. But th ey  can scarcely be held to raise the above to a real description of the country.Notwithstanding the absence of such a description, Kalhapa s Chronicle yet proves by far our richest source of information for the historical geography of Kasmir. ' This is due t< the mass of incidental notices of topographical interest
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which are spread through the whole length of the narrative. They group them
selves conveniently under three main heads.

18. Considering the great attention which the worship of holy places has at K a h u n a 's 
all times claimed in Kasmir, we may well speak first of the notices which Topographic sacra 
appertain to the Topograph-ip, -sacra of the Valley. Kasmir has from early times 

l- to the present day been a land abundantly endowed with holy sites and objects of 
pilgrimages. Kalhana duly emphasizes this fact when he - peaks, in the above- 
quoted introductory passage,'1 of Kasmir as a country " where there is not a space 
as largo as a grain of sesaraum without a Tirtba." Time and even the conversion 
to Islam of the greatest portion of the population, has changed but little in this 
respect. For besides the great Tirthas which still retain a fair share of their 
former renown and popularity, there is scarcely a village which teas not its sacred 
spring or grove for the Hindu and its Ziarat for the Muhammadan. Established 
as the latter shrines almost invariably are, by the side of the Hindu places of 
worship and often with the very stones taken from them, they plainly attest the 
abiding nature of local worship in Kasmir.

This cannot be the place to examine in detail the origin and character of 
these Tirthas and their importance for the religious h istory of the country. It will 
be enough to note that the most frequent objects of such ancient local worship are 
the springs or Nagas, the sacred streams and rivers, and finally, the so-called 
xvayamhh.fi; or ‘ self-created ’ images of gods which are recognized by the eye of the 
pious in various natural formations. These several classes of Tirthas can. be 
traced throughout India wherever Hindu religions notions prevail, and parti
cularly in the sub-Himalayan regions (.Nepal, Kumaon, Kangra, ITdyana or Swat).
Yet there can be no doubt that Kasmir has from old times claimed an exceptionally 
large share in such manifestations of divine favour.

Nature has, indeed, endowed the Valley and the neighbouring mountains with 
an abundance of fine springs As each of these has its tutelary deity in the form 
of a. Naga/ 5 we can realize why popular tradition looks upon Kasmir as the 
favourite residence of these deities.7'1 Hiuen Tsiang already had ascribed the 
superiority of lvasmlr over other countries to the protection it received from a 
Naga.77 Kalhana, too, in the introductory passage already referred to, gives due 
prominence to the distinction which the land enjoys as the dwelling-place of Nila, 
king, of Nagas, and many others of his tribe.78

Khlhana’s frequent references to sacred springs and other Tirthas are of 
topographical interest, because they enable us to trace with certainty the earlier 
history of most of the popular pilgrimage places still visited to the present day.
The introduction of the Chronicle names specially the miraculous springs of 
Papasudaua and Tri~Samdhya, Sarasvatx’s lake on the Bheda hill, the ‘ Self- 
created Fire! (Svayardbhu), and the holy sites of Nandiksetra, S'arada, Cakra- 
dhara and Vijayesa. We see here which were the Tirthas most famous in Kalhana’s

" i x. 88. doubt because the popular conception repre-
!'■• Compare my note i. 80 on the Nagas and sents them under the form of snakes living in 

their worship. ' the water of the springs or lakes they protect-.
78 The IS'Ummtapurcma, 900-972, gives a 78 i. 28-81,

long list of Kafaiir Nagas, and puts their The Nagas are supposed to have come to
number at thousands, nay Arbudas (seo 971). Kasmir when Kasyapa, their father, had

77 Si-yu-ki, i. p. 148. drained "the lake of Sati,’ and have found
Hiuen Tsiang, like other Chinese pilgrims, there a refuge from Garuija; comp. Nikmata, . 

calls the Nagas by the term of ‘ dragon,’ no 69 sqq.
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time. The legends connected with the early semi-mythical kings give him frequent 
occasion in the first three Books to speak in detail of particular sacred sites. 
Almost each one of the stories furnishes evidence for the safe location of the latter.79 
But even in the subsequent and purely historical, portions' of the work we road 
often of pilgrimages to such sacred places, or of events which occurred at them.

Kalhana shows more than once so accurate a knowledge of the topography of 
particular Tlrthaa that we may reasonably infer his having personally visited 
them. This presumption is particularly strong in the case of Nandibsetra, and of 
the. neighbouring shrine of Bhutesvara* The former, his father Canpaka is said 
to have often visited in pilgrimage, and to have richly endowed. Also the distant 
Tirtlia of S'arada in the Kisangahga Valley seems to have been known personally 
to the Chronicler.81 Pilgrimages to sacred sites, even when approached only with 
serious trouble, have always enjoyed great popularity among Kasmlrians, And 
Kalhana owed perhaps no small part of his practical acquaintance with his 
country’s topography, to the tours he had made as a pilgrim.

Foundation of 19. Specially valuable from a topographical point of view are those numerous
towns, etc., references which Kalhana makes to the foundation of towns, villages, estates,
recorded. shrines, and buildings by particular kings. Leaving aside the curious list, i. 86-

100, taken by Kalhana from Padmamihira, in which certain local names are by 
fanciful etymologies connected with seven of the ‘ lost kings,’ 83 it may be safely 
assumed that these attributions are based either on historical fact, or at least on 
genuine local tradition.

Kalhana specially informs us in his introduction 8:i that among the documents 
he had consulted for his work, there were ‘ the inscriptions recording the consecra
tion of temples and grants of land] by former kings.’ Such records, no doubt, 
supplied a great portion of the numerous notices above referred to. but even whore 
such notices were taken from less authentic sources, they may always claim the 
merit of acquainting us with the names of the respective localities and buildings as 
used in the official language of Kalhana’s time, and with the traditions then current 
regarding their origin and date.

The system of nomenclature which was regularly followed in Kasan’r in 
naming new foundations, must have helped .to preserve a genuine tradition regard
ing the founder. In the vast, majority of cases the names of new towns and villages 
aru formed by the addition of -p m a  to the name of the founder, either in its full 
or abbreviated form.84 Similarly the names of temples, monasteries, Matkas, and

Compare the legends of the So&ara spring, m i . 15.
i. 128 sqq.;. of the Krtyaimmi Vihftra, h ®< Thus we have, e.g. the well-known locali- 
131 sqq.; of the Jyestharndra at Nandifyetra ties of Bufkapura, Kaniffkapum, Juskapum 
and 8'rimffari, I. 118, 124; the story of the (which retain the memory of their Indo- 
Sidratm Naga, i. 208 sqq. ; the description of Scythian founders); ■frmarapura (for Prayara- 
the pilgrimage to the Tak&tlm N&ga,i. 220 sqq.; senapura), the old official designation of the 
the story of the Itesrara temple, ii. 184; of preseat capital: Padnvtpurv, Avantipurn,
limiaxvdmin, iii. 439 sqq., etc. Jayapura (ior JaySpicJapura), and a host of

»  See vii. 954 ; viil 286-5, and note v. 55 sqq. others. The custom of naming new localities 
Compare also below, § 57. in this fashion, or of ro-nanafeg earlier ones in

31 See Note L, viu.2i!'2, § 4. honour of the actual ruler, can be traced
82 See regarding this unliistoric*i list, note through successive periods of Muhammi dan 

i. 88. The local names, like Khonamwju, Go~ and Sikh rule down to the present day; comp. 
dhara, S'amdhgdm, etc., are all genuine enough. e.g. Zmidpur (named after Zaimi-l-‘abidin) ; 
What Padmamihira did, was to evolve ficti- ShahdbudiUnpfir (the present Shad'purti 
tiouc names of kings out of these by means of Mwhammadpur; 'Ranlnritn$hp(tr (intended to 
popular etymology. replace Shfdmhad), etc.
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other religions structures show the name of their builder, followed by terms indicating the deity or the religious object to which the building was dedicated,85 Many of these religions structures left their names to the sites at which they were erected. They can thus be traced to the present day iu the designations of villages or city quarters.88The topographical interest which Kalbana’s notices of town foundations possess, is considerably enhanced by the fact that in more than one case they are accompanied by accurate descriptions of the sites chosen and the buildings connected with them, Thus .Kalbana’s detailed account of the foundation of Prava- 
rapura, iii. 336-363, is curiously instructive even in its legendary particulars, and enables us to trace- with, great precision the original position and limits of the city which was destined to remain thereafter the capital of Kasinlr.87 Similarly the description given of Panhasapura  and its great shrines, has made it possible for me to fix with accuracy the site of the town which Lalitaditya’s fancy elevated for a short time to the rank of a capital, and to identify the remains of the great buildings which once adorned it.88 Hot less valuable from an antiquarian point of view is the account given to us of the twin towns Jayapura  and Dvdra-vaM which King Jayapkla founded as his royal residence near the marshes of And̂rkoth.89

2 0 . Valuable as the data are which we gather from the two groups of Kalhaka’s inci- notices just discussed, it may yet justly be doubted whether by themselves, that is, dental references, unsupported by other information, they could throw' so much light on the old topography of Kasimr as the notices which we have yet to consider. I mean the whole mass of incidental references to topographical matters which we find interwoven with the historical narrative of the Chronicle.It is evident that where localities are mentioned in close connection with a pragmatic relation of events, the context, if studied with due regard to the facts of the actual topography, must help us considerably towards a correct identification of the places meant. In the case of the previous notices the Chronicler has but rarely occasion to give us. distinct indications as to the position of the sites or shrines lie intended. In our attempts to identify the latter we have therefore only too often to depend either on the accidental fact of other texts furnishing the required evidence or to fall back solely on the comparison of the old with modern local names. That the latter course if not guided and controlled by other safer evidence, is likely to lead us into mistakes, is a fact which requires no demonstration for the critical student.It is .different with the notices, the consideration of which we have left to the last. Here the narrative itself, in the great majority of cases, becomes our guide.
85 Thus in the case of S'iva-temples -im or dabhnvana (for Skandaguptabhavuna), and 

Ahara is invariably added (comp. e.g. Pra- many more.
varesviua, etc.), as‘ in that of Vi^nu-shrines For Mathias, compare o.g. DidJamat.ha,
with equal regularity -svdmin (keaava); comp. (Did“mar); Subhaplmatka, Nanddmatto, Lothi- 
e.g. Muktmcamin ‘ (built by Muktaplcja), kdmatha, Cakramapict, etc. For details on 
Amntismmin, BMmakemva ‘ (erected by the nomenclature of sacred buildings in 
Bliimapala S'a,hi), etc. Kasmir, compare Notes on Ourk'ony, pp. t sqq.

Buddhist Monasteries receive the name of 86 Compare e.g. notes iii. 9 ; iv. 192 j vi. 
their founder with the addition of -vihara or 137, 300, etc.

• -bhavana ; comp. Jaymdrttvih&ra, Cahk.urj.Gpi- 97 See note iii. 339-349, and below, § 92.
hdra, Amrtabhnvana (founded by the queen 88 Compare Note F, iv. 194-204 and below,
Amftaprabha, the present Ant“bavan), Shan- § 121. _ _/■

m See note iv. 506-511.
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It either directly points out to us'the locality meant or at least restricts to very

K narrow limits the area within which our search must proceed. The final identifi
cation can then be safely effected with the help of local tradition, by tracing the 
modern derivative of the old local name or through other additional evidence ot 
this kind.

For the purpose of such a systematic search it is, of course, a very great, 
advantage if the narrative is closely connected and detailed  ̂ And it is on this 
account that Kalb; nab lengthy relation of what was to him recent history, in 
.Books vii. and viii., is for us so valuable. An examination of the topographical 
notes in my commentary will show that the correct identification of many of the 
localities mentioned in the detached notices of the first six Books has become 
possible only by means of the evidence furnished by the more detailed narrative 
of the last two.

In this respect the accounts of the endless rebellions and other internal 
troubles which fill the'greater portion of the reigns of the Lohara dynasty, have 
proved particularly useful. The descriptions of the many campaigns, frontier- 
expeditions and sieges connected with these risings, supply us with a great amount 
of topographical details mutually illustrating each other. By following up these 
operations on the map,—or better still on the actual ground, as I was often able to 
do,—it is possible to fix with precision the site of many old localities which other
wise could never have emerged from the haze of doubt and conjecture.

A reference to the notes in which important sites and local names like Lohara, 
Gopadri, Mahasarit, Ksiptika, Holada, have been identified, will suffice to illustrate 
trliG ctljovG remarks ^

Kalhâ a’s 21, It is impossible to read attentively Kalhana’s Chronicle and, in particular
topographical those portions which give fuller occasion for the notice of localities, without being

accuracy. struck with the exactness of his statements regarding the iatter, and with, what I
may call, his eye for matters topographical.

We must appreciate these qualities all the more if we compare Kalhanab local 
references with that vague and loose treatment which topographical points receive 
at the hands of Sanskrit authors generally.91 If it has been possible^ trace with 
accuracy the vast majority of localities mentioned in the Chronicle, this is largely 
due to the precision which Kalhana displays in his typographical terminology. _li
fe evident that he had taken care to acquaint himself with the localities which 
formed the scene of the events he described.

Striking evidence for this is furnished by his description of the great opera
tions which were carried out under Avantivarman with a view to regulating the 
course of the Vitasta and draining the Valley.’4' Thanks to the exactness with 
which the relative position of the old and now confluence of the Yitasta and

*  Compare notes E  (iv. 177); i. 841, and amount of verbosity. This is also one of the
viii. 1104-10; iii. 339-319 ; viii. 732; i. 306. reasons why a word has sometimes _ one 

«  Nor should we forget the difficulty which meaning and sometimes another ” (India, i. 
Kalhana had to face by writing in metrical p. 19).
form. True indeed It is what Alheruni says Fortunately Kalhana has managed to 
of this form as adopted by Hindu scientific ; escape these dangers as far as the topo- 
writers: “ Now it is well known that in all graphical notices of his work it re concerned, 
metrical compositions there is much misty and We find in his local terminology neither that 
constrained phraseology merely intended to mistiness nor multiplicity of meaning Alheruni 
fill up the metre and serving'as a kind of so justly complains of. 
patchwork, and this necessitates a certain 92 Compare v. 84-121.
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Sindhu is described, before and after the regulation, respectively, it has been 
possible, even after so many centuries, to trace in detail the objects and results of 
an important change in the hydrography of the Valley.93 Equal attention to 
topographical details we find in numerous accounts of military operations. Of 
these it will suffice to quote here the descriptions of the several sieges of S'rlnagar, 
under Sussala ; M the battle on the G opadri hill in the same reign; 95 the blockade 
of Lohara, with the disastrous retreat through the mountains that followed; m and 
—last but not least—the siege of the S ’irahSila castle. The topographical accuracy 
of the latter account, as proved in Note L , viii. 2492, almost presupposes a personal 
examination of the site and is all the more noteworthy, because the scene of the 
events there recorded was a region outside Kasmir proper, distant, and difficult of 
access.

There are also smaller points that help to raise onr estimate of Kalhana’s reli
ability in topographical matters. Of such 1 may mention for example the general 
accuracy of his statements regarding distances, whether given in road or time- 
measure. The number of marches reckoned by him is thus always easily 
verified by a reference to the stages counted on the corresponding modern routes.97 
Not less gratifying is it to find how careful Kalhana is to distinguish between 
homonymous localities,98

In addition to all this, we must give credit to our author for the just observa
tion of many characteristic features in the climate, ethnography, and economical 
condition of Kasmir and the neighbouring regions. If the advantages thus accorded 
to us are duly weighed, there seems every reason to congratulate ourselves on the 
fact that the earliest and fullest record of Kasmir history that has come down to us, 
was written by a scholar of Kalhana’s type. Whatever the shortcomings of his 
work may be from the critical historian’s point of view, we must accord it the merit 
of supplying a safe and ample basis for the study of the historical geography of 
Kasmir.

2 2 . Another point still remains to be considered here in connection with Sanskrit local 
Kalhana’s Chronicle, viz. to what extent can we accept the Sanskrit forms found in 
his text as the genuine local names of' the period? This question must naturally uja uuin9in>- 
arise in view of the fact that the popular language actually spoken in Kasmir in 
Kalhana’s time and for many centuries earlier, was not Sanskrit, but undoubtedly an 
Apabhramsa dialect derived from it, which has gradually developed, into the modern 
Kasmir!.

Notwithstanding this circumstance I think that Kalhana’s local names can, on 
‘ the whole, be safely accepted as representing the genuine designations of the locali
ties, i.e. as those originally given to them. My grounds for this belief are the 
following. We have ample e vidence to show that Sanskrit was the official and sole 
literary language of the country, not only in Kalhana’s own time, but also in those 
earlier periods from which any of the records used by him may have dated. This 
official use of Sanskrit we know to have continued in Kasmir even into Muham
madan times. It assures us at once that the vast majority of village and town

»  Compare Note I, V. 97-100. on Vigraharaja’s irruption over the Tos’ mai-
m See viii. 729 sqm, 1000 aqq. dan Pass. vii. 140; on the route to the Pir
ss Compare viii. 1099-1116. Pantsal Pass, vii. 568; on the way to
96 See viii. 1842-80 and Note E, iv. 177, § 10. Martapda, vii. 715, etc.
,J7 Compare for distance measurements, note w Compare notes i. 113 } i. 124; v. 123 on 

i. 264; v. 103; vii. 598 ; for reckoning of the several Jyestharudras, and the way in 
marches on the YitastS Valley route, v. 225; which Kalhana specifies them,
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•names must from- the beginning have been, given in Sanskrit. A detailed examination of them will easily demonstrate, on the one build, that these names are of genuinely Sanskritie formation, and on the other, that -their modern Kasmiri repve- j sent-atives are derived from them by a regular process of phonetic conversion, We look in vain among this class of' old local names for any' which would show a |foreign, i.e. non-Aryan origin, and might be suspected of having only subsequently I been pressed into a Sanskritie garb. jofficial names of The fact of Sanskrit having been in use as the language of all official records |;localities. for many centuries previous to -Kalhana’s time is'enough to demonstrate that the I Sanskrit names originally intended for the great mass of inhabited places could be preserved, in official documents anyhow, without any difficulty or break of tradition.And from such documents most of Kalhana’s notices of places were undoubtedly . derived, directly or indirectly. rOnly in rare eases can we suppose that the original form, of a local name of tills kind had been lost sight ox, and that accordingly the Chronicler, or his authority, had- to fall back on the expedient of Sanskritizing in its stead the Apabhramsa or Kasmiri form as well as he could. There ̂are, in  ̂fact, a few instances in which we have indications of such a metamorphosis. Whenpvve find pthe same local name spelt either Bhalerakci or BdlcraJca in the Chronicle, or a village which Kalbana calls Ghoramtilalta, referred to by Abhinanda, the author of 1; the Kadambarikathiisara (first half of ninth century), as Oauvaimlaka,m it is difficult to avoid the conclusion that we have here varying attempts to reproduce in a Sanskritie garb original Apabhramsa names. But these cases are very_ rare indeed, and even in them other explanations of the different spellings are possible.These observations apply with nearly the same force also to other local names -;'i$ recorded in the Chronicle, such as those of mountains, streams, passes, etc. the i great majority of these names must have very early found their place in official documents or, as we shall see below', in the Sanskrit legendaries or Mahatmyas of the numerous Tlrthas. If any of them are in reality adaptations of Prakrit or Apabhramsa forms, their quasi-official use is yet likely to have originated . a long time before the date of Kalbana. Even to the present day the local nomenclature of Kashmir, whether in the Yalley or in the mountains, shows throughout an unmistakably Sanskritie character.
Local nomenola- T h is  i s  m ost clea rly  illu stra te d  b y  the constan t recurrence^ of su ch  term s as
ture in K as’mir. -'pur or por (< pura), -mar (< m atha), -'hdni (< asrtitna), -ham (< sa la), -koth 

( <  kotta), -gam o r gdm ( < gram a), -ImndH ( <  leun dak-), -vor ( <  vuta) in village 
n am es; o f -mr (< saras), -namhnl (< nadvalit), -nag (< n a g a j in  n a m e sof lakes, 
m arshes, e t c . ; o f  -van ( <  van a), -nar (<  na4a), -marg ( <  nnrthika), -gul ( <  galika),
-brar (< bhattarika),' -vath (< patba), in designations of alpine localities, peaks, passes, etc.; '-1ml («kulva), -Ithan «khanij. in names of streams and canals.The Sanskrit etymology of the specific names preceding these terms, is, even in their j modern phonetic form, very often equally transparent. At an earlier stage of the language the Apabhramsa names , must have approached the corresponding Sanskrit | forms much more closely. The reproduction ot the popular names in a Sanskrit form could have then but rarely been attended with much difficulty or doubt. We may hence safely assume that the Sanskrit forms recorded by Kalhana represent in most eases correctly the original local names or else do not differ much from them.

** Compare notes viii, 1861, and vii. 1239, vili. 2410,

372 ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY OF KAS'MlR, [Chap. II



2 3 , The 1 ater Sanskrit Chronicles which were composed with the distinct Later Kasmir object of continuing Kalhana’s work, furnish valuable supplements to the topo- Chronicles, graphical information contained in the latter. These Chronicles are : the lidja- 
tarangim of Jonaraja who continued the narrative down1 to the reign of Sultan Zniuu-l-'abidin, and died over his work, A.D. 1459;100 the Jaina-lidjataratiginl composed by Jonaraja’s pupil S'rivara which deals in four Books with the period A.i). 1459-86 ;901 and finally, the Fourth Chronicle which was begun under the name BtijamU-patah* by Prdjyabhatta, and completed by his pupil S'uka some years after the annexation of Kasmir by Akbar, a .d . 1586.103 “It will be seen from the above dates that the narrative of the last two works falls entirely beyond the period of Hindu rule to which our inquiry is limited, and which may be' considered to close finally with the usurpation of Shah Mir, a.d. 1339. The same holds good of the greater portion of J unary j As Chronicle, in which the reigns of the late Hindu rulers, from Jayasimha to Queen Kota, are disposed of with a brevity corresponding more to their own insignificance than to the intrinsic historical interest of the1" epoch.1'05 Notwithstanding this difference in date, the' materials supplied by these later Chronicles have often proved of great use in clearing up points of the old topography of Kasmir. For the mass of the localities mentioned in them goes back to the Hindu period. Also the names by which they are referred to, are still mostly the old ones.Yet on. the whole the inferiority of these later Chronicles when compared with Kalhana’s work, is as marked in the matter of topographical information as it is in other respects. In the first place, it must be noted "that tin total extent of these three distinct works does not amount to more than about one half of Kalhana’s text. For references to sacred sites and buildings and other places of religions interest, the account of Muhammadan reigns offers naturally but little occasion.The incidental notices of other localities are also in proportion loss numerous and instructive. For these later authors allow considerably more room to episodic descriptions, and do by no means show that care for accuracy in topographical statements which we have noticed in Kalliana.Hindu learning in Kasmir suffered considerably during the period of troubles and Jonae.ua  oppression which lasted with short, interruptions for two and a half centurion previous to Akbar A conquest. It is curious to note this gradual decline also in the character and contents of these later Chronicles. JonaeIja was a scholar of considerable attainments, but apparently without any originality. With the old nomenclature of the Valley he shows himself yet well-acquainted. But outside it he commits himself to forms like Pwmsavim (rede Purusapura, the present Peshawar), etc.SbiivAEA is a slavish imitator of Kalhaua, not above reproducing whole ST, tv aka.verses of his predecessor. His text looks in a great portion more like a cento from the Kajatarangini, than an original composition. Notwithstanding the thorough study of .Kalhana’s work which this kind of exploitation presupposes, we find S'rivara more than once betraying ignorance of the old names for well-known Kasmir localities. Thus we have the name of the Mahasarir. stream transformed into Man, an evident adaptation of the modern Mar; ‘ Siddhapatha, the present 100
100 See S'riv. i. 6, 10;i The narrative of the period a.d. 1149-
1(11 See Fourth Chiron. 6. 1339 fills only 305 verse,3 in Jonar-. ja’s

Compare Fourth Chron. 8 sqq. Chronicle (347 according to tho Bombay
Pr&jyabhatta’s composition ended with the edition), 

year a.d. 1513-14 and the reign of Fatah 104 See S'riv. i. 440; iii. i’74 j compare note 
SJjah (verses 14-64). Rajat. iii. 339-349.
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Sedan, represented as S i d d M d m t ; w& the Tilths of Martanda regularly referred 
to by. its modern name B k m tm a  (Bavan),10® etc,

The Fourth The work of Peajyabhatta and S'UKA, inferior even to S'rivara’s Chronicle,
Chronicle. proves by the increased number of modern local names its authors’ scant familiarity 

with the old topography of KasmJr. Thus the ancient Krtyasrama, the scene, of 
Kalhana’S Buddhist legend, figures repeatedly in their" narrative as K lea~  
grama,' i.e. by its modern name Kits’hOm ; 107 even the well-known Bajapurlds 
metamorphosed into B d ja v m i( l ) ; a -queer reproduction of the modern. B a ja w r i ;108 
the old castle of Lohara reappears as L u h a m , an evident approach to the present 
Loh*rin; m  the ancient site of Cakradhara is turned into Gaicradhara,ut> etc.

It is evident that when Sanskrit ceased to he the language vised for official 
„ purposes, the knowledge of the ancient names of localities and of the traditions 

connected with the latter must have become gradually more' and more restricted. 
In view of this decrease of traditional knowledge we have to exercise some caution 
when utilizing the topographical data of the later historical texts. At the same 
time it is easy to realize that their help is often of considerable value when, con
necting links have to be traced between those earlier data and the facts of modern 
topography.

24. We may refer here briefly to the Persian Tarikh-- of Kasmir which, to 
0fKasm.iT, some extent, can be looked upon as continuing the labours of Ka 111 ana and his 

Pandit successors. Unfortunately they furnish no material assistance for the 
study of the old topography of the country. All these works contain in their 
initial portion an account of the Hindu dynasties which pretends to be translated 
from the Rajatararigim. Yet the abstract there given is in each case very- 
short, and chiefly devoted to a reproduction of the legendary and anecdotal parts 
of Kalhana's narrative. We thus look there in vain for the modern equivalents of 
those local names, the identification ot which is attended with any difficulty.

In illustration of this it may be mentioned that even the Tanlth of Haidar 
Malik Cab fra (Tsadur),m. which is the earliest work of this class accessible to me 
and the fullest in its account of the Hindu period, compresses the narrative of 
Jayaaimha’s reign, filling about 2000 verses in the Eajatarangini into two quarto 
pages. Of the localities mentioned in the original .account of this reign not a 
single one is indicated by the Muhammadan Chronicler. The later works, which 
all Belong to the eighteenth or the present century, are still more reticent on the 
Hindu period, ancl seem to have largely copied Haidar Malik’s abstract. Taking 
into account the endless .Corruptions to 'which local names written in Persian 
characters are exposed, it will be readily understood why reference, to these texts 
on points of topographical interest yields only in rare eases some tangible result.

Kasmir poets. 23. It is a fortunate circumstance that several of the older Easrair poets whose
works have been preserved for us, have bad the good sense to let us know 
something about their own persons and homes. The 'topographical.'details which 
can be gleaned from these authors, though comparatively few, are yet of distinct

■,:A d
105 S‘riv. iii. 354; iv. 203, 681. Ul Written a.h. 1027, i.e. a.d. 1617, in the
m s'n V, j, 376 ; iii. 37;). twelfth year of Jahangir’s reign.
107 See Fourth Chronicle, 234, 240. 384 ; Haidar Malik takes his epithet Ctidum,

compare also note on Rajat, i, 147, rente TsQfrr, from the Kasmir village of that
“* Fourth Ohron. 542 sqq. name situated in the Nfigiia Fargapa, some
108 lb. 134,143 sqq. ton miles south of S'rir.agar, close to the
1,0 II. 330. village of Vah*Wr.
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value. They enable up to cheek by independent evidence Kalhana 8 local nomen
clature, and" in some instances acquaint ue with localities of wluch we find no

ll0ti°The first and most helpful of these Kasmirian authors is the well-known Ksemendea.
p olvh istor K s e m b n l r a . His w orks; composed in th e second an d  H ard  q u arter  oi
the eleventh century, form important landmarks in several fields ot naianliterature. Ksemendra seems to have had a genuine interest, rare enougfiamong
Indian, scholars, for the realities of his country and the life around him. He (toes
not content himself with informing us of his family, the date of. ms works andthe places where ho wrote them,112 . . , . . , . . , , , .In the SamayavicUrha, one of his most original poems which is intended to 

\ describe the' snares of courtesans, he gives ns among other stones an amusing account of the wanderings of his chief heroine, Eaukah, through the length and breadth of Kasmir.113 The numerous places which form the scene ot her exploits can all easily enough be traced on the map. More than once curious touches of true local colour "impart' additional interest to these references. To Ksemendra i poem ■ we owe, e.g., the earliest mention of the Pir Pantjal Pass {tfaftedadhara) and its hospice (mathu\™ There, too, we get a glimpse of the ancient salt trade which still follows that route with preference. Elsewhere we are taxen into an ancient . Buddhist convent, the Krtyasrama ’Vihara, where Kankali s conduct us a nun is
the cause of no small scandal,115 etc. * vfa Bilhana.

A different sketch of topographical interest we owe to the poet HliurA|A. He 
left his native land early in the reign of King Kalasa (a.i>. 106;:1-8J), ant. after Song 
wanderings became famous as the corn!-poet of the Gahlkya king iribbuvananr.tlla 
Parmadi in the Dekhan. In the last Canto of his historical poem, the . ik m m a n- 
kadevacarita, Bilhana gives us a glowing picture of the beauties of the Kasmir 
capital. N otw ithstanding its panegyrical character, this description is laudably 
exact in its local details.118 In another passage the poet then describes to us his 
rural home and its surroundings at the village of K hm am usti, south-east, ol 
S’rraagar. His touching verses attest as much his yearning for bis distant home

; as the faithfulness of his local recollections.11; . . . . . .  , • * - 4 ' MaAkha.
Similar in character though less ample m  detail is the description of K ashi: r 

and Pravarapura, its capital, which Mankha Kalhana’s contemporary, inserts m 
the iii. Canto of his Kavya S'rlkanfhMarita.1̂  Here we have the advantage oi

ns Compare the colophons of the various Stormy am ii. 61 sqq.; compare note
works first discoverod and noticed by Prof. Jx&jcit. 1. 147.

.l s „ r  s s
e ^  abundance of curious local details poet’s biography. For his description of con- 
mates a commentated translation of the little temporary S nnagara, eoe pp. 7 sqq.
Kavya very d o u b le  ^ h e t e n d m g  the p  h t  Katotir tour, 1875.

required for the task. and v e l S  on the ’spot evert point of the

B i S t l a  S S t J b e b w  S i q S h  S a J S M o 8hoLf3

, below, § 41.

d k - • ’



i  * 1 : ' ' n  '' '

;,s : § l
37ti AN CIEN T GEOGRAPHY OF K A S 'M lR . [Chap. II .
a commentary written by Jonaraja the Chronicler', which duly notices and explains the points of local interest.

Tiie Lokaprakasa.  ̂ 26. . To complete our review of those Kasmlrian texts of topographicalinterest which may be distinguished as secular, we'must refer briefly to the curious glossary and manual which goes by the name of K ^ m n d ra ?*  Z ohapraM h., Professor A. Weber has recently published' valuable extracts from'this text.™ I myself have had frequent occasion to refer to it in my notes on the Eajata- rahginid20 The wort represents a strange mixture of the usual Kosa and a practical handbook dealing with various topics of administration and private life in Kasmir. Though a great deal of the information given in it is decidedly old, and probably from the hand of our well-known Ksemendra, there are unmistakable proofs- both in the form and contents of the. book, showing that it has undergone considerable alterations and additions down even to the seventeenth century. This is-exactly what we most expect in a work which bad remained in the practical use of the Kasmman ‘ Ivarkuns ’ long after the time when Sanskrit had ceased to be the official language of the country.The Lokaprakasa supplies us with the earliest list of Kasmir Parganas. Besides this we find there the names of numerous localities inserted in the forms for bonds, Bundis, contracts, official reports, and the like which form}'the bulk of Prakasas if and iv. The Pargana list as well -as these forms contain "local names ot undoubtedly .-indent date, side by side with comparatively modern ones. Some of the latter in fact belong to places which were only founded during the Muhammadan rule.131
SECTION VI.— THE NILAKATA AND MAHATMYAS.

The Nilamatapu 27. We have already above drawn attention to the fact that Kasmir has i* rfuja. since_ early times been pre-eminently a country of holy sites and places ofpilgrimage of all kinds. -These objects of ancient local worship have always played an important part in the historical topography of- the V alley and the adjacent mountain-regions. It is hence no small advantage that there are abundant̂ materials at our disposal for the special study of this topographic, 
sacra  of Kasmir.The oldest extant text which deals in 'detail with Kasmiriah Tirthas, i» the 
NUamatapurdna. This work which Kalhana used as one of his sources of information,128 claims to give the sacred legends regarding the origin of the country and the special ordinances which Nila, the lord of Kasmir Nogas, had revealed for the worship and rites to be observed in it.138 It is unnecessary to refer here to the legends which arc related at the commencement of the work, and to ‘the rites proclaimed by Nila ’ which are next detailed, and with the former occupy about two-thirds of the extant text.134 These parts have been fully discussed by Prof. Biihler in his lucid analysis of .the Nilamata.186 The remaining portions, however]

iW See Zit K$eme>iclrda Lohaprakam in m liiyat. i, H.
Indische Studim, xviii. pp, 280-412. 1:3 Mqfat. i. 178-184,

130 See particularly Noto H  (iv. 485) on the 124 'Nilamata, w .  1-30.6, contains the W ends 
Kasmir Monetary System, § JO, vv. 367-809 the rites above referred to. '

m Compare, e.g., in Prakasa ii. Jamanagara, Ls See Report, pp. 38 «qq. 
founded by Zaimi-i-Ttbidin (see Jonar. 1153);
Alabhadenapura (S'nv. iv. 318), etc.



j deserve special notice. For, to use Prof. Buhler’s words. “ they form a real mine p of information regarding the sacred places of Kasrnir and. their legends.'In the first place, we find there a list of the principal Nagas or sacred springs of Kasmlr (vv. 900-975). This is followed by the interesting legend regarding the 
: Makapadma lake, the present Yolur, which is supposed to occupy the place of the ; submerged city of C&ndrapura (vv. 976-1008).188 The Puriina then proceeds to an * enumeration of miscellaneous Tirthas .-chiefly connected with S'iva’s worship ■; (vv. 1009-48). To this is attached a. very detailed account, designated as 

Bhntesvara mlhatmiia, of the legends connected with the numerous lakes and sites on Mount Haramiikuta sacred to S'iva and Parvati (vv. 1049■-1148).137 Of a similar M ihatmya relating to the Kapates vara Tirtha, the present Kother,1-8 only 1 a fragment is found in our extant text (vv, 1149-68). The list of Visnu-Tirthas which succeeds it (vv. 1169-1248), is comparatively short, as indeed the position of this god is a secondary one in the popular "worship of Kasmlr.After a miscellaneous list of sacred Samgamas or river confluences, Nagas and lakes (vv. 1249-78), we are treated to-a somewhat more detailed synopsis of the chief Tirthas of Kasmlr (vv, 1271-1371). This is of special interest, because an attempt is made hero to describe these Tirthas in something like topographical order, and to group with them such localities as are visited along with them on the same pilgrimage. It is thus possible to determine, with more certainty than in the case of other Tirtha lists, the particular holy sites really intended by the author. This synopsis starts in the east with the fountain of the Nllanaga (Veruag), and follows with more or less accuracy the course of the Vitasta and its tributaries down to the gorge of Varahamula. A short Vitasta mahdt My a, describing the original and miraculous powers of this holiest, of Kasmir rivers (vv. 1371-1404), closes the text of the Nliamata, such as it is found in our manuscripts.This text is unfortunately in a very bad condition, owing to numerous lacunae Tra* of the and textual corruptions-of all kinds. Prof. Biihler held that the Nliamata in its N tka m ta . present form could not be older than the sixth or seventh century of our era.1-1 It appears to me by no means improbable that the text has undergone changes and 1 possibly additions at later periods. On the whole, however, the local names found in it bear an ancient look, and agree closely with the forms used by Kalhana.The fact of all extant copies of the work showing practically the same defective state of text, seems to indicate that the changes and additions to which I alluded above, cannot be quite recent. If such a revision had been made at a time comparatively near to the date of our oldest MS. we could, after the analogy of other instances, expect an outwardly far more correct, he. i cooked,’ text. The operation hero suggested was actually performed some thirty years ago by the late Pandit Sahibram. deceiving the orders .of Maharaja Eanbir Singh to prepare the text of. the Nliamata for edition, he ‘revised’ the work, with scant respect for its sacred character, by filling up the lacunae, expanding obscure ' passages, removing ungrammatical forms, etc.150 Fortunately, Prof. Babler reached
is* Compare below, $ 74, and R eport, p. 10. which 1 was able to secure and collate, is 
127 i Compare below, § 57, and notes i. 36,107,. dated in the Laukika year HI which, judging 

[ Ig, from the appearance of the MS., probably oor-
>“  See below, § 112, and note i. 32. responds to a .ij. .1705-6.

Compare .Report, p. 40. 130 See Mejiort, pp. 33,38.
The oldest and best MS. of the Nilamata

; . . 'M • ■
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Kasrnir early enough to learn the origin of this ‘ cooked’ text, and to give due 
warning as to its true character.

The Haracarita- 28. Among the texts dealing specially with the sacred sites of KasntiT the
cmtamain- H aram ritacintem ani can be placed, perhaps, nearest in date to the Nilamata- 

purapa. It is not like the latter and the Mahatmyas, an anonymous composition, 
claiming recognition in the wide.folds of canonical Parana literature. It owns 
as its author the poet Jayadratha, of the Jfasmirian family of the Pajatiakas, and a 
brother of Jayarathv The pedigree of the family as given in Jayaratha’s Tantrti- 
lokaviveka, a S'aiva treatise, shows that Jayadratha must have lived, about the 
end of the twelfth or beginning of the thirteenth century.131 * * *

His work, written in a simple Kavya style, relates in thirty-two Cantos as 
many legends connected with S'iva and his various Avataras,183 Eight of these 
legends are localized at well-known Kasmirian Tirthas, and give tire author ample . 
opportunity of' mentioning sacred sites of Kasrnir directly or indirectly connected, 
with the former,138

Jayadratha’s detailed exposition helps to fix clearly the form which the legends 
regarding some of the most popular of 'Ka&miriau Tirthas* had assumed in the 
time immediately following Kalhana, The local names as recorded by Jaya
dratha,18'* agree closely with those of the Bajatarafigini. They prove clearly that 
the forms employed by Kalliaiia must have been those generally current in the 
Sanskrit usage of the period. Fox 'the interpretation of the Filamata’s brief 
notices the Haracaritacintamapi is of great value. Its plain and authentic narra
tive of the various local legends enables us often to trace the numerous modifica
tions which the latter as well as the names of localities connected with them-hive- 
undergone in the extant Mabatmyas. Jayadratha has well earned the honour 
unwittingly bestowed upon him by .those who brought his fourteenth Canto which 
deals with the story of Kapatosvara, into general circulation as the authoritative 
Mhhatmya of that I’irtha at the present day.

The Mahatmyas. 29. Reference has already been made above to the numerous texts known as 
Mahatmyas which we possess of all the more important Tirthas of Kasrnir. They 
claim with few exceptions to be extracted from Puranas or Puranie collections 
(Sam hitas).135 * * Ordinarily they set forth in detail the legends relating to the 
particular pilgrimage place, the spiritual and other benefits to Be derived from its 
visit, and the special rites to he gone through by the pilgrims at the various stages 
of the itinerary. The abstract given in Note B  (i, 37) of the S'aradamahatniya 
may serve to indicate the manner in which these subjects are usually treated in • 
the average texts of this class.

Prof. Buhlef was the first to recognize the value of the Mabatmyas for a 
systematic _ study of the old topography of Kasrnir. Among the Sanskrit manu
scripts which he acquired during his tour in Kasrnir, there are sixteen distinct

131 Compare Buhleh, lie-port, pp. 61, 81, notes, has been prepared under my super-
din* vision by P. Govind Kaul, and printed as an

138 The Haracaritaeintnma'/fi lias recently Appends to the Kavyamalft Edition,
been printed as No. 61 nf the Kdvyamain .** Most of the Kasmir Mfihatmyas allege
Series, Bombay (.1897), chiefly from the text as to be portions of th& .BhrhyUmaihMta. Others
contained in my MS. No. 206. claim special authority by _ representing

m The cantos containing these legends are themselves as parts of the Adi, Brahma 
i ,  iv., vii., x.-xiv. Brahrnavaivarta, Yarfiho, and Bhavifyat

184 An index of the Kasrnir local names in jPurapas. 
the Haracaritaeintamani, with explanatory
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texts of this kind.186 My own search in this direction, facilitated by successive visits to the various Tlrth'as themselves, has enabled me to collect altogether fifty- one separate Mahatmya texts. A list of my collection has been given in a supplementary Note.3'' and may be considered fairly to exhaust the present, rang;© of this literature. _In extent the Mahatmyas vary greatly. By the side of texts like the Vitast imahatmya with its fifteen hundred S'lokas we have legendaries of more modest dimensions amounting only to a few dozens of verses. Equally marked differences in the matter of age become apparent on closer examination.Unmistakable indications prove that many of the Mahatmyas now in actual Date of use are of late composition or redaction. _ Among the texts so characterized, the Mahatmyas Mahatmyas of some of the most popular pilgrimage places, like the Haramukuta . 'lakes, the cave of Amaranatha, Isesvara (Is’bar), are particularly conspicuous.The indications here referred to are furnished chiefly by the local names which in their very form often betray a modern origin. This may conveniently be illustrated by a brief analysis of the most instructive of such names found in. the 
Vitadmndhdtmya.This text claims to furnish an account of all the Tirthaa along the course of the holy river, and is designated as a portion of the B hrngli osain h it a. Notwithstanding this pretended antiquity we find the famous Nilanaga introduced to us by the name of Virandga (i. 58; ii. 33). This form is wholly unknown to the Nilamata. Rniatarangim, or any old text. It is nothing more than _ a clumsy rendering of the modern name of the village Virndg, near which this fine spring is situated.138 The ancient site of Jayavana, mentioned by Bilhana and Kalliana, the present Zevan, is metamorphosed into Ymanl (vi. 4).3539 The village of Pan- drethan which derives its name from Puranadhisthana,140 ‘the old capital,’ and bears the latter designation even in S'rivara’s Chronicle, figures as Pddadrstika {!), xii. 24.That Maksikasvamin (May*sum)141 and the Mahasarit (Mar)312 appear as Maya*' md and Mtiri, can after this specimen of fancy nomenclature scarcely surprise us.B ut we may all the same feel somewhat startled to find that a text which claims to be revealed by S'iva, refers repeatedly to the modern village of Shad'pur at the confluence of the Vitasta and Sindhu, by the name of S'draddpura.
SJirM'pur, an abbreviation for Shahabudditopura, was, as Jonaraja’s Chronicle shows, founded only m the fourteenth century by Sultan Shahabu-d-din,!l:S Quite on a level with the knowledge of old topography here displayed are many other references to localities, e.g. the mention of the modern garden of Shalimar, a creation of the Mughals (S'&lamdra, xxi. 39), of the ancient Huskapura as Usahkarana',t (for Uskiir !), xxix. 103, etc.Ia several cases these fancy renderings of modern local names are explained by whimsical etymologies which again in due turn give rise to new-fangled legends quite in the style of the old niddnahatkas.

m See Report, pp. iv. sqq.—Nos, 48, 51,52, «* See iii. 99 note and below, § 89.
55, 62, 75, 83, 84, 99, 100, there quoted as M See iv. 88 note and below, § 99.
separate texts are only chapters of the 142 Compare note iii. 339-349. 
sbmranatkamahatmya. 143 See Jont/r, 409.

>v g0t! Supplementary Note A A. A popular etymology accepted m  good faith
13S qqie namn VSrtuJg j‘b probably derived by more than one European writer sees in 

from the nemo of Pargapa Ter, mentioned by Shad’pur the 4 village of the marriage,’ scil.
Abu-l-i’azl, ii. p. 370. between tlrt Vitasta and Sind Rivers,

w  See belovn § 105, also S’riv. iv. 290. 144 Compare note i. 168 and below, § 124.
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Similar proofs of modern .origin can be traced in several other popular Ma.hatm.yas though, perhaps, not with equal frequency. Thus we find in the 
Ilarnmukiifaqangarnaiiatmya the name of the sacred mountain itself transformed from Haramukuta into llaramukha 115 (the’ present Haramukh); the ancient site of Bhiitesvara (Buth'ser) so well known to the Bajatarangiiu and all old texts, ; turned into Bodhefmra, etc. In the Amamndtkamdhdimya- of which there is a comparatively old copy in the Poona collection, we are also treated to Padfsti as the Sanskrit name of Paadrethan; to SuSramandga (for Ks. Sumranag)- as the name of the lake where the Naga Susravas of the old legend took up his abode,146', and the like.It is important to note that by the. side of texts like those just mentioned, there are others which on the whole show close conformity with our genuine old . sources, both in matter of legend and local names.147 And even in the Mhliatrayas which in their present form we have every reason to consider as recent compositions, there is often abundant evidence of the use of earlier materials and traditions. It. will be easier to understand the singular discrepancies in the. value and character of these texts if we take into account the peculiar conditions under J which the latter have originated.Origin of 3 0 .  The Miihatmyas are in the first place handbooks for the Purohitas ofMahatmyas. the particular Tirthas, who have the privilege of taking charge of the pilgrims.They are intended to support the claims put forth on behalf of the holiness of the Tlrtha, and the spiritual rewards promised for its visit. The Mahatmyas prescribe the rites to be observed by the pilgrim, and the route to. be taken by hirn on the

E journey. It is usual for the Purohitas to recite the Mahatmya for the benefit oftheir clients in the course of the pilgrimage tour. At the same time its contents are expounded to them by a free verbal rendering in KasmuT. As but very few of the priests have enough knowledge of Sanskrit to follow the text intelligently these translations are more or less learned by heart. Often, as my manuscripts show, interlinear Kasmirl glosses are resorted to in order to assist the reader’s memory.The local These local priests known now in Kasmlr as thdnygt,' (Skr. s tM m m a ti) , arePurohitas. as a rule quite as ignorant and grasping as their confreres, the Pujarfs, Bhojkis, ;etc., of India proper. They are held deservedly in very low estimation by the rest of the Brahman community. That their condition was more or less the same in earlier times too, though their influence and numbers were probably greater, can be safely concluded from more than one ironical allusion of Kalhaya.148 These are the people to whose keeping the Mahatmya texts have always been entrusted. Their peculiar position and calling explain, I think, most of the curious changes which the latter have undergone.
Changes of Tirthas. Tenacious as local worship is, there is yet the evidence of concrete cases to

See below, 1 57. tl* Among such the MAhatrnya collection
The kh at the end of the modern name is known as the S'armmtdra (No. 213), the 

due to  a phonetic law of Kasiairi which re- MarUt^damdMttnya (No. 2 lip, the Pijayes- 
quires the aspiration of every tine l tenuis; see imramdhdt;m,\ja (No, 220) may be particularly- 

1897, p. 188. * mentioned. ’ None of these,however, are now
:i" Compare note i. 267. known to the local Purohitas, more recent and
The modern E l. form Sutremmag is the inferior texts.having taken their place, 

regular phonetic derivative of Su&ramniga by Compare note ii. 182 and v. 465 sqq.;
which name the lake is designated in the vii. 13 sqq.; 1082 sqq.; viii. 709, 900 sqq., 
Nilamata, Haracaritacintamayi, etc. 939.

;
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show that not only the route of pilgrimage, but the very site of a Tirtha has 
' sometimes been changed in comparatively recent times. In proof of this it will 
•suffice to refer to the detailed account I have given of the transfers that have taken 
place in the case of the ancient Tirth as of Bhe$S and S'Sr add-.m Minor modifica
tions must naturally have been yet far more frequent. The visit of a principal 
Tirtha is regularly coupled with bathings, S'raddhas and other sacrificial functions 
at a series of other sacred spots. The choice of these subsidiary places of worship 
must from the very beginning have depended on local considerations. As these 
changed in the course of time, variations in the pilgrimage route must have 
unavoidably followed.

To bring the text of the Mahatmya into accord with these successive changes 
was a task which devolved upon the local Purohitas, and the texts we have 

. discussed above bear only too manifestly the traces of their handiwork, Sound 
knowledge of Sanskrit and literary culture are likely to have been always as 
foreign to this class of men as they are at present. When it became necessary for 
them to introduce the names of new localities .into the text of the Mahatmya, there 
was every risk of these names being shown, not in their genuine old forms, but in 

: hybrid adaptations of their modern KasmM equivalents. This risk naturally 
increased when Sanskrit ceased to be the official language of Kasmir, and the 
knowledge of the old local names became gradually lost even to those maintaining 
scholarly traditions in the country.

31. Another potent cause seems to have co-operated in this vitiation of the Local names of 
Mahatmyas’ local nomenclature, I mean ! popular etymology.’ We have already Mahatmyas and 
referred to the tendency displayed throughout these tracts of making the names of ‘ popidaretymo- 
localities, rivers, spring's, etc., the starting point for legendary anecdotes. For ogJ

< men of such very scant knowledge of Sanskrit as the Than^pat's-invariably are, 
it was naturally far easier to explain such etymological stories when they were 
based on the modern local names.

It is undoubtedly this reason which has, e.g., led the author of the present 
Haramnkutagangamahatmya to substitute the name Karavkanadi for the old 
Kanakavahihi. By the latter name the stream coming, from the Haramukuta 
lakes is designated in all our old texts, as explained in my note on ftajai. 
i. 149, ISO. By turning Kanlfnai, the modern derivative of this old name, into 
Karankanat.U, * the skeleton-stream,’ the compiler of the Mahatmya got an occasion 
to treat his readers to a legend likely to appeal to their imagination. The river is 
supposed to have received this appellation because Garucja had dropped at its 
Samgama with the Sind.hu the skeleton (karanka) of the Bsi Dadhlci which India 
before had used as his weapon, etc.150This story, it is true, is wholly unknown to the Nllamata or any other old text. But, on the' other hand, it lias the great merit of being easily explained ■ml proved to any KasmM pilgrim. The latter cannot fail to realize the manifest connection between Karafika and his familiar If ram, ' skeleton.’An exactly similar case of ‘popular etymology’ has been noticed above in the name SuvarnardhdngaJca by which the S'aradamahfitmya renders the village name 
Sitn?-.l) rang.151

It would be easy to multiply examples showing the strange vicissitudes to

Compare Notes A  (i, 35) and B  (i. 37). Patala iii. of the llaranmkutaga'tyamaWmya,
1W The story is spun out at great length in No. 221.

Compare Note B  (i. 37), § 2.
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which old topographical names are exposed at the hands of the local Purohita But the explanations already given will suffice to prove that the topographical data found in Mahatmyas can only then be used safely when they are critically sifted' and supported by our more reliable sources.A critical examination of these data is, however, much impeded by the difficulty we experience in fixing the exact age of particular* Mwliatmyae and their component portions.1'"’3 Even in the case of apparently old texts modem additions- and changes may bo suspected, while again the most recent concoctions may preserve fragments of genuine tradition.11* In view of these considerations I have not thought it safe to crowd my maps with hundreds of n once of petty Tirthas as found in the Mahatmyas, but have restricted myself to marking only those pilgrimage sites the ancient names of which can be established with certainty, 
Abu-'c-Faki,. " 3 2 . It is a curious fact that among our authorities' for the Topographia sacra of Kasmir, we must allow a conspicuous place to a Muhammadan writer. It is Ar.ii-L-FAZL, the minister of Akbar, who in the chapter of his Aln-i Ak-batr dealing with the ‘ Sarkar of Kashmir,’ has left us-a Very accurate account of many of the holy places in the Valley .134 Abii-l-Fari’s detailed description of Kasmir is in many respects valuable to the historical student. But it is particularly in connection with our topographical search that we must feel grateful to the author for having like his great master “ caught some of the enthusiasm of the Valley” (Kemiell).

*® Tlie difficulty here indicated is increased than the average o f , his fraternity, was not 
by the fact that no really old manuscripts of slow to confess to me that the MaMimya of 
Mahatmyas -seem to be preserved in Kasmir, the Tirt.ha in  spe was as yet under prepare- 
MSS. written on birch-bark. i.e. earlier than tion. gome weeks later, when in camp near 
the seventeenth century, are quite unknown S'rmag&r, 1 received the visit, of my Purohita 
at present. And of the numerous paper from V ardhamsnesa’s shrine. He brought me 
MSS. I  have examined, none seem to me the draft of the now Msh&tmya and asked my 
older than two centuries at the utmost. It assistance in revising it. 
is probable that this absence of older copies I  found it consisting chiefly of extracts 
is due to the rough usage to which the front the Vitastaraahatmya, The passages 
Mahatmyas are exposed when carried about dealing with Yardhamanesa and the- neigh- 
on the pilgrimage tours. bouring Tirthas within the city had been

I am glad that chance gave m. an oppor- suitably interlarded with laudatory verses its 
tunity of gaining some personal experience of the usual M&Mtniya stylo culled from other 
the manner in which Mahatmyas are occasion- texts. The vested interests of other local 
ally produced. Some ten years ago the Pure- shrines had received due recognition by being 
hitas or Bachhattas of the Gaidpatyfir quarter included in the YAtra of Vardh»rn;mosu. 1 
hi S'rinagar recovered an ancient Lihga from did what I could to  indicate the genuine old 
a lhoaque and began to erect a small shrine names of those localities. This quasi-anti- 
for it near the river Ghat of Mal'y&r. quarian co-operation does not seem to have
Guided by a local tradition which, as far as detracted from the popularity of the new
1 can judge, may he genuine, they believed Mfih&tmya among the Buchbattas of
this to have been the site of the shrine of Gan^patyar.
Siva i'ardkamuntm, mentioned already in ,M Vol, i. pp. J564-670 in Prof, BlochmaniV 
the Bajatarangini (see note ii. 12d). The Liiiga edition of the Atn-i Akbari ; vol. ii. pp.
was re-consecrated accordingly by this name. 8b6 in Col. H. S. Jarrett's translation (Bi-

Iji 1891 when examining >)d sites in this bHotheca Indieaj. Abfi-I-FazTs account of 
part of the city, I ,-dso visited the temple of Kasmir would wall deserve a fuller and more 
Vardbam&nesa then under construction. The exact commentary than, the one which the 
interest I showed in the old Liiign, and the translator,- m the absence of Special local 
tradition regarding it, coupled with an appro- studies, was able to give. The account of 
priabe Dakjina, soon secured me the con- Miraft Haidar (in the Taribh-5 R&ahidi) and 
fidence of the head-Purohita of the little Bernier’s notes could be conveniently dis- 
shrine. Pandit T. R., a man more intelligent cussed on the same occasion.
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A bu-1-Fazl tells 'us that “  the whole country is regarded as holy ground by the 
H indu sages.”  H e also refers in  general terms to the num erous shrines dedicated, 

i to  the various deities, and to the popular worship o f  ‘ snakes,’ i.e. the Nagas. “  o f  
whom wonderful stories are to ld .” H e then proceeds to describe in detail the most 
notable sites, g iv ing  am ong these particular prom inence to what Dr. B ernier aptly 
called * les m erveilles ’ o f  the country.

T h is account o f  A bu-1-F azl represents for us an authentic survey o f  all the 
Kasm irian Tlrthas that were w ell-know n and popular at the end o f  the sixteenth 
century. I t  serves as a most useful link between our older texts regarding these 

, , pilgrim age places and the modern tradition. I t  helps us to check the data o f the 
! M ahatm vas in  m any particulars o f  topographical interest. A b u -I-F a z l’s notes 
: have enabled me to trace in more than one instance the position  o f ancient Tirthas 
, or  particular features regarding them  which have since his tim e been w holly  
•' 'forgotten.153 I t  cannot be doubted that A b u -l-F a H ’s list o f  sacred sites was 

supplied b y  com petent Brahm an inform ants ju s t  as his abstract o f  the Sanskrit 
Chronicles. '

SECTION V I I .— LOCAL T R A D ITIO N .

33. It remains only to indicate briefly w hat help surviving tradition  offers Tradition of the 
j for the study o f  the ancient topography o f  Kasm lr. The tradition  with w hich we learned.

are here concerned, presents itse lf in  two form s. One is the tradition, o f  the 
‘ learned,’ regarding the ancient sites o f the country in general, kept up m ore or 
less in  connection with written records. The other is  that genuine local tradition 
w hich  is  strictly  confined in its lim its, but can be traced equally  am ong literate 
and illiterate o f  particular places.

A m ong those who represent in Kasmlr learned tradition o f  the above type, 
there m ust again he distinguished the few P andit fam ilies o f  STniegar in which 
the serious study o f  Sanskrit S 'astras has been m aintained, and the great host o f  
Baelibattas. W ith  the latter class we have already become partially acquainted.
W e  have had  occasion to  note the conspicuous absence o f  genuine knowledge as 
regards the ancient topography o f  the country in those texts w hich form  the 
characteristic products o f  this class’ literary activ ity  in  recent times.

T he Purohitas’ knowledge o f  Sanskrit is ordinarily  o f  the scantiest kind, 
and their ‘ reading ’ confined to M ahatm yas and devotional tests  learned by  heart 
w ithout proper com prehension. We. can hence scarcely expect them  to have 
preserved genuine traditions regarding those h istorically  interesting localities 

. w hich are mentioned on ly  in the Chronicles. It is  only in the m atter o f  those sacred 
sites, pilgrim age routes and the like w hich form , as it  were, their own particular 
professional domains, that their testim ony can claim special attention. Y e t  even 

. in  this lim ited field the Purohitas’ traditions are, as we have seen, often o f a very 
modern growth. Their statements, therefore, require under all circum stances to  be 
tested w ith  critical caution.

34. ‘ Learned ’ tradition as represented b y  the S 'rinagar Pandits o f  modern The Tirthas.:.m-
• times, is  best gauged by an exam ination o f  what the late  Pandit S ahosbam  graha.
( f  1872) has specially recorded on the subject o f  ancient sites. P . Silhibram,
w ho was undoubtedly the forem ost am ong Kasmirian Hanskrit scholars o f  the last

,w Compare Notes A  (i. 35), E -(i. 87); i. 220; alsosupplementary note to i. 107.
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few  generations, h ad  been com m issioned  b y  M a h a m ja  R anh lr S in gh  to prepare a 
d e s c r t S ,*  su rrey  o f  all ancien t T irthas o f  Kasrnlr. F o r  th is purpose a staff o f  
P a n d its  w a- p laced  at h is disposal, w hose bu sin ess it w as to  collect the necessary 
S f f i K  .W  Various parts o f  t o  cou atxy . T he largo  w ork  w inch  w as o be 
prepared on the basis  o f  these m ateria 's, was never com pleted , and o f  th e  lattffl 

was -tb’ o to  recover on lv  sm all portions.1®6 B ut som e tune before h is (loath 
P an d it S ab ibram  had draw n u p  abstracts o f  the in form ation  he had co llected , 
under the title  o f  K M m im tlr th a m m g r a h « : am i o f  these I  have 
con ies T h e  m ost detailed  and apparently la test recen sion  o f  tins ,u-thas.trngr.i ..a 
is  that conta ined  in  N o. 61 o f  P ro f, b id d e r ’ s co llection  o f  m anuscripts

T h is  litt le  w ork  gives a lis t o f  num erous l ir th a s  with h u o f  in d ication s ot 
th e ir  special fea tures and p osition , arranged in the top ogra p h ic^ 1 order ‘
i t  is usefu l en ou gh  as a com prehensive synopsis o f  such  sacredl s ite s a s .w e re  know n 
at th e  tim e to local w orship . B u t  it proves at the mime tune ow 1 U l e ^  
trad itional learn ing in  lia sm ir  can oiler m  ou r days lo r  the serious h n  of the

P. t0P° ¥ :&  fe V u b r im 'l f ir m  b to M M  each  T frih aV  posiUcm b y  rae ,,t io ,,i „g  to
local names. territoria l d iv is ion  ill w hich  i t  is situated, and Me nearest. vi age o i ) . i  ■

kmiwn locality. It was, undoubtedly, the learned author's desire to , give all loud 
names in their old Sanskrit forms as far as they were known to him, and aecoidnigly 
we find a number o f localities correctly mentioned b y  their . genuine old designa
tions. But, unfortunately, the number of the latter is truly insignificant when, 
compared with those local names whh h are plainly recognizable aa new fabncationfi, 
as worthless as those already mentioned m  connection with tlu topography oi

m odern  o f  th e  fe c t  that p .  s a h ib  rain deserves to be look ed  upon  m
th e  b est representative o f  m o d e m  K asm in an  sch olarsh ip , •' it  is on ly  ju s  o  I
illu stra te  th e  above  rem arks b y  a few  exam ples. 1 take them  
lo c a l names, th e  genuine form s o f  w hich can be e a f s j j „
R a ja ta ra n g iiii. T h e  lake o f  the Nftga to m ra v a s ,'-  th e  pre lent S  iam  h a g  s 
n am ed  fiusritm andga  in  on e  recension , and S u ^ m r io  naga ( .)  m  the other.^ H i .  o ld  ,
P argan as o f  H o h v li ,  Laulaha, K huyasram a are turned on  accou n t o f  their m odern 
nam es V ular, R ohm , K h u y fiw m , into the ‘ B a s tr a s 1 of Volara ha,lam , M o y v h a m  ■ 
B an*hal, th e  o ld  B anasaU ,164 figures as BhdnutaUlj K h ru v , the ancient ^ u v i ,  
kn ow n  correctly  even  to so la te  a tex t as th e  Lokaprakusa, us K h a v a .  I  he uam - 
o f  th e  ancient v illage  J a ya v a n a ,161 w hich  fares badly; too , as w e have seen, in to e  
M ahatm yas, is  m etam orphosed  in to  J i m n a ;  h m jy il, th e  old »
w ith  a fligh t o f  h istorica l fan cy  turned  in to  a  fou n dation  o f K in g  J tA i^ d itya .

A fte r  th is, v illa ge  nam es like  U skara, Ram asram a, Ivieakiisnniia, as  designa
tions o f  the o ld  H nskapura, K am usa, K r iy S a ra m a ^  can  scarcely  surP?1Be llJ* ^  
num ber o f  d istricts , tow ns, v illages , stream s, lakes and oth er top ograp h ica l features

w  The portions acquired by mo refer to large-sized folio. The criticfd value of these 
acme of the north-eastern Pargaimt; and con- records is reiy <> *g m  
tain descriptions (in Sanskrit) of the various * E T Jr'J,M '  4> ’ ' '
Vasras T/iftoas, etc., the miraculous atones re- “ see novo .
latm gto tilm , together with the devotional ™  See and below, § 41.
texts which are supposed to bo used at their ' ®€C JG l,v ’ § 
worship. Quaint* illustrations and map. Compare note vn. 607.
accompany the text. The whole forms a ^  £  «ote# . 2 6 ^  .. gj_ . ^ ^
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(exclu sive  o f  T irthas) m entioned  b y  P a n d it Sah ibram  am ou n ts to nearly  th ree  
h undred. B u t scarcely  tw o  dozen  o f  the nam es g iven  for them  are in  accord  w ith  
ou r o ld  au th orities.

P . Sah ibram  was one o f  th e  few  m odern  K asm irian  -Scholars w ho h ave 
seriou sly  occu p ied  them selves w ith  the E a ja ta ra n g ip l and the la te r  C hron icles .184 
H en ce  th e  in d ifferen t know ledge o f  ancient, top og ra p h y  as d isp layed  in  h is  
T lrthasam graha, m ust appear a ll the m ore strik in g . Y e t  in  re a lity  it  is ea sily  

, enough  accou nted  for.
• W h a t k n ow led ge  learned  tra d ition  in  Kasrnir has reta ined  o f  an cien t sites as

d istinct from  T irth as and the like, is  con fined  to a few  prom in en t loca lities 
w hich  fo r  one reason o r  the oth er w ere o f  specia l in terest fo r  th e  P an d its .
T hu s th e  cap ita l, P ra va ra p u ra -S 'r in a ga ra , w ith  several o f  its  quarters, th e  tow n s 

, o f  Y ija yesva ra , B uyyapara -V arah am S la  and som e oth er, p laces o f  im portance 
? in  the V a lley , have con tin u ed  to be kn ow n  b y  th e ir  ancien t nam es. T hese nam es 

probab ly  n ever ceased to be em ployed  in  co lop h on s o f  Sanskrit m anuscrip ts, in h oro 
scopes, and  sim ilar records. In  th e  case o f  a few  o th er  lo ca lities  aga in  like  J a y a - 
pura, li .u n o d a ra ’s I ld a r , C akradhara, there were w ell-kn ow n  p op u la r  legen ds w h ich  
p k  n ly  in d icated  th e ir  id en tity  w ith  sites m entioned .in the R njatarahgii.il. B u t  
for the g rea t m ass o f  an cien t places there were n o  specia l reasons o f  this k in d  to

I
 assure a reco llection  o f  th e ir  old nam es. I t  is  heno on ly  natural that all genuine 

k n ow ledge o f  th e ir  id en tity  and earlier h istory  has g ra d u a lly  d isappeared  from  th e  
P andits ’ trad icion .

N oth in g  but system atic  inqu iry  on  th e  lines o f  m odern  h is to r ica l research 
cou ld  h e lp  tow ards a recovery  o f  th e  k n ow ledge th u s lost,

85. P opu lar lo ca l trad ition  h as fortun ately  iii KasmTr p roved  far m ore  Popular local 
tenacious th an  th e  tra d ition  o f  the learned. I  have often  derived  from  it very  tradition,
valuable a id  in  m y  loca l search for p articu lar sites. T h e  experien ce  ga in ed  on  m y  
an tiquarian  tours has con v in ced  m e th a t  w hen co lle c te d  w ith  'caution and  cr it ica lly  
sifted, su ch  lo ca l trad ition s  can sa fely  be accepted as supplem ents to  th e  top og ra 
ph ica l in form ation  o f  ou r written record s . I n  illu stra tion  o f  th is  statem ent, I  m ay  
refer to  the evidence g a th e re d , from  lo ca l tradition  in reference to  the sites o f  

. Loliara, H a stiv a fija  K ram avarta, Jayapu ra , Skand& bhavana, e tc .165 
. _ In m ore th an  one in stan ce  it can  be show n th a t loca l legen ds w h ich  K a lh a n a  
, ’ heard, s t ill  c lin g  unch an ged  to th e  sam e sites. A s  strik in g  exam ples m ay be 

• m entioned here, the legen d s con cern in g  D am odara ’s U dar, the burned c ity  o f  
i 1 K in g  N ara , the tem ple o f  P ravaresa .166-

It  ca n n ot he d ou bted  that th is ten a city  o f  loca l trad ition  in K asntir is due 
largely  to  tlxe cou ntry ’ s seclusion . M ou nta in  harriers and con sequ en t iso la tion  
tend everyw h ere  in  a lp ine  cou ntries to  d evelop  and  foster  con serva tive  h ab its  o f  
life  and th o u g h t . W e  find these h a b its  roost s tro n g ly  m arked th e  p opu la tion  o f  
Bus V a lley , and can  sa fe ly  ascribe to th em  a great share in  the p reservation  o f  lo ca l 

'ed itions.

1&J So© his abstracts of the Chronicles in the attempt whatever is made to explain points 
Rtjjatnrahghiim vigralim  acquired by Prof. of topographical interest.
Riihler (Nov.. 170-8 of the Poona collection). 158 Compare "Nolo E  (iv. 177), i. 802;
It deserves to be noted that in them no iii. 227 { / ) ) ;  iv. 590 sqq.; vi. 137 (Jf).

W! See notes i. 156,202; iii. 350.
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C H A P T E R  H I .

G  KNE PvA L G EOORAP HY.

SE C TIO N  I .— P O S IT IO N  A N D  C O N F IG U R A T IO N  O F  K A & ri.R  V A L L E Y .

3 6 . N a tu re  it s e lf  w h en  crea tin g  th e  g rea t v a lle y  o fK a s m lr  a n d  its  en c lo s in g  
w all o f  m ou n ta in s , seem s to  h ave  assured  to  th is  te rr ito ry  n o t o n ly  a d is t in ct g e o 
g ra p h ica l d ia m e te r , b u t  a lso  a  h is to r ica l ex istence  o f  marked in d iv id u a lity . W e  
sec b oth  these facts illu s tra ted  by  th e  c lea r ly  defined a n d  con stan t use o f  the nam e 
w h ich  th e  te rr ito ry  h as born e from  th e  earliest a ccess ib le  period .

Name R asmitca. T h is  nam e, K a im ira , in  its  o r ig in a l S an skrit fo rm , h a s  been  u se d  as th e  so le
d esig n a tion  o f  the cou n try  th ro u g h o u t its  kn ow n  h is to ry . I t  has been  u n ifo rm ly  
ap p lied  b oth  b y  the in h a b ita n ts  a n d  b y  fore ign ers . W e  can  trace  b a ck  it s  
con tin u ed  u se  th rou g h  an  u n b rok en  ch a in  o f  docu m en ts  fo r  m ore  th a n  tw enty - 
th ree  cen tu ries . T h e  nam e it s e lf  u n d ou b ted ly  is  fa r  m ore  an cien t. Y e t  
n o tw ith sta n d in g  th is  lo n g  h is to ry  th e  current fo rm  o f  the nam e d ow n  to  th e  
p resen t day 1ms ch a n g ed  b u t s lig h t ly  in  th e  co u n try  it s e lf  an d  sca rce ly  a t all 
ou ts id e  it. _ . . .

T h e  S an sk rit Kasm tra, s t ill liv es  as  K a im lr  (in  P ersian  sp e llin g  K a sh m ir } a ll 
th rou g h  In d ia  and  w h erever to th e  west the fam e o f  th e  "Valley h a s  . spread , i n  
th e  lan gu age ' o f  th e  in h a b ita n ts  th em selves  th e  nam e is  now  p ron ou n ced  as K a s'-r ?  
T h is  form  is  th e  d irect p h on etic  d er iv a tiv e  o f  R asm -ira, w ith  th e  reg u la r  lo ss  o f  th e  
final v ow e l and a ss im ila tion  o f  m  to  th e  p reced in g  s ib ila n t. A  p h o n e t ic  ru le  p rev a 
le n t  th ro u g h  a ll In d o -A r y a n  V ern a cu la rs  w h ich  fa v o u rs  th e  ch a n g e  o f  m ed ia l S k r . 
m  in to  v ,2 leads u s  t o  assum e an in term ed iate  Prakrit, form  * K a fa ir [o ] .  In s u p 
p ort o f  th is  w e .may p o in t  to  th e  s tr ik in g  an a logy  o f  th e  Surim tr lo c^ l nam e S 'ditga s  
w h ich  (as show n  in  n ote  i. 1 0 0 ) goes b a ck  th rou gh  an o ld er  record ed .form  S ’v&ngas to  
* S 'm d n gu m , the 8 ’aindngaxd o f  th e  C h ron icle . I t  h as been  a lrea d y  sh ow n  a b ov e  
th a t w o  h ave t o  recog n ize  in  th is  K a svira  th e  o r ig in a l P ra k r it  fo rm  which. 
P to le m y ’s K d a v eip a , Kacnreipui (p ron ou nced  lla a p ira , K a sp iria ) are in ten d ed  to  
tra n scr ib er ’

Etymologies of L in g u is t ic  sc ien ce  can  fu rn ish  n o  cin e  t o  th e  o r ig in  o f  th e  nam e n o r  e v e n  
an a lyze  it s  fo rm a tion .4 T h is  fact, h ow ever, h a s  n o t  saved th e  nam e from  b e in g  
su b je cted  to  v a r io u s  e ty m o log ica l gu esses w h ich  fo r  cu r io s ity ’ s sak e  m ay re ce iv e  
here a p a ss in g  n otice . I t  m u st be h e ld  to  th e  c re d it  o f  K a sm iria n  S a n sk rit a u th ors  
th a t  th e ir  ex tan t w ritin gs  are w h o lly  in n ocen t o f  th is  d isp la y  o f  e ty m o log ica l 
fa n cy .

'N o  le ss  illu s tr io u s  a person  th a n  th e  em p eror  B a b a r  op en s the list. H ip  
su g g estion  w as thftt th e  nam e m a y  be  derived  from  th e  h il l - t r ib e  ' K a s  l iv in g  i t

1 Tlte adjective K m u r  ‘  Kasmirian ' eorre- * .Compare § •! above,
spends to Skr. K d hn ird . The «  of the last 4 If the Unfulisutra, 472, K aifer m u f cn, is
syllable is probably due to the v of an inter- to be applied to the word Ecmnira, the latter 
mediate form Kfwvira; see below. would have to be dissolved into K a s -m 4 ra

* Compare Dr. Gejkeson’s remarks, according to the traditional grammatical
Z .D .M .G ., 1. p. 1,6. system.
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tlie neighbourhood, o f  K a h n jr .5 W e easily  recogn ize here the reference to  the 
K h a s a s  o f _the low er hills. T heir name, however, in  its true form  has, d f course, 
no connection with Ivasmir.

A nother etym ology, firs t traceable, in H aidar M alik ’s  C hronicle and hence re
produced by other M uham m adan w riters,6 derives the first part o f  the nam e from  
‘ K a sh ap,' i.o. EMsyapa, and th e  second either from  K s. m ar, i.e . ma(ha, ‘ habitation ,’ 
or a, w ord rnrr. supposed to m ean ‘ m ountain .’ 7 I t  was, .perhaps, a b e lie f that this 
w him sical etym ology  represented some local tradition , w hich  induced even so great 
a scholar as J’ u rnou f to  risk the con jectural'explanation  o f  K a lm lra  as K a f y a p a m i r a ,  
i.e. ‘ the sea o f K asyapa.’ 8 There is neither lin gu istic nor any other evidence to 
support th is con jecture. I t  w ou ld  hence • scarcely  have been necessary to  refer to 
it had it not, on the authority  o f  a great name, found its way also in to  num erous 
w orks o f  a more general character.9

3 7 . Just as the name Kasm ir has practically  rem ained unchanged through  Extent of KAsnur, 
the course o f  so m any centuries, so also has the territoria l extent o f  the country 
w hich it  designated. T ins has always, been confined to  the. great valley drained by 
the headwater,s o f the Vitaata, and to  the inner slopes o f  the ring o f  m ountains that 
surround it. T h e  natural lim its o f  the territory here indicated are so sharply 

,  m arked tb.pt we have no difficu lty in tracing them  th rough  all our h istorica l records, 
w hether indigenous or foreign. H iuen T siang, O u-khm g and A lberum ’s accounts, 
as we have seen, show, them  ■ clearly enough . K alharia ’s and h is successors’
C hronicles prove still more in  detail that the ICa-omr o f  Kasmlriar- tradition  never 
extended m aterially beyond th e  sum m it-ridges o f  those great ranges w hich  encircle 
and protect the V alley.

A  detailed description o f  the geographical position  o f  K asm ir is not needed 
here, as there is an abundant m odern literature dealing  With the various aspects o f  
the geography of the country, F o r  an accurate and com prehensive account I  m ay 
refer to  the corresponding p ortion  o f  M r. D bew ’s work and to  the graphic chapter 
w h icn  M r. L awrence devotes to  the description o f  the "Valley.70 I t  w ill, however, 
be useful to allude here brie fly  to some o f  the characteristic features in the 
configuration o f  the country w hich have an im portant hearing on its ancient 
topography.

8 S®® M ol*/* Memoirs, traw l, b y  lei,'den and  Compare WltfeON, Essay, p.S4, for a similar
h rsk in ey p. Sit). A Persian MS. of the text note from the W a qia t-i fca&kniir of Muharr - 
arlds that rmr signifies ‘ mountain.’ E bs.kj.nk, mad 'A M j  hero ^  uiiT is a clerical error for 
In troduction , p. xxvii., improves upon this *. utaT'
etymology by extending it to Kashgar, the " 7 The KS. word mar < Sir., mat ha is in 
Cswua.regfw and Ca«i Montes of Ptolemy, common use in the country ;.s the designation 
J\.tTTKR, A sw if ii, p. 112/, xvli .m X take of Sarais, shelter*Lut-s on passes, etc.; mir 
tins reference, not unjustly 'queries why fhe might have been connected by Haidar Malik's 
learned editor should nave stopped short of PaijcJit informants with the 'name of Mount 
”“ e foatpiytti mare and other equally mani- M eru  or with m ira, meaning according to a 
test affinities! Kosa parvataikctdela ; see P .W .,  a.v.

Ivabar’s conjecture figures still seriously in 8 Compare his note in H umboldt, L'Asie 
a note of the latest translation of the Ain-i centrals, i. p. 02.
Akhari, ii. p. 381. » See e.g. Lassen, Ind. A lt . , i. p. G4 note;

Regarding the name and habitation of the MoCkindus, A n cien t In d ia  a* described h t 
K hakis, compare note i. 317. Ptolem y, p. 108; V. ns S^.-Martin, M k n , de

6 It was first introduced to the European -IA ca d . de$ InscH pt., Sav. E trann., v. ii. p. 88; 
reader by TiEFFENTHAtUR's extract from K iepjskt, A ltc  Geoyraphie, ]878j"p. 36.
Haidar Malik s Chronicle; compare iJeecriptim 10 See .Drew, tTuvwioc, Chapters viii.-x.; 
hisiorigue et giographigue de l'hide, ed, Ben- Lawrence, Valhy, pp. 12-30.
Jiouilli, 1786, i. p. 79 (also p. 89 as to source).
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Geographical posi- Kasmir owes its historical unity and isolation to the same facts which give to ti«n «.f Kuv.mir. its geographical position a distinct, -aid in some respects almost unique character.We find here a fertile plain embedded among high mountain ranges, a valley large enough to form a kingdom for itself and capable of supporting a highly-developed civilization. Its height above the sea, nowhere less than 5000 feet, and its peculiar position assure to it, a climate equally free front the heat of India and the rigours of cold peculiar to the higher mountain regions in the north and east.The form of the country has been justly likened to a great irregular oval consisting of a similarly shaped level vale in the centre and a ring of mountains around it. The low and'more or less flat part of the country measures about eighty- four miles in length, from south-east to north-west, while its width varies from twenty to twenty-five miles. The area comprised in this part has been estimated at 1800 or 1900 square miles.11 Around this great plain rise mountain-ranges •which enclose it in an almost unbroken ring. Their summit-lines are everywhere but for a short distance at the southernmost point of the oval, more (ban 10,000 feet above the sea. For the greatest part they rise to about 13,000 feet, while the peaks crowning them tower up to altitudes close on 18,000 feet. Reckoned from the summit-lines of these ranges the length of the irregular oval enclosed by them is about 116 miles, with a varying width from forty to seventy- five miles.' The whole area within these mountain-boundaries may be estimated at about 3900 square miles.The slopes of the mountains descending towards the central plain are drained fcy numerous rivers and streams, all of which join the Vitasta within the Kasmir plain. The, side-valleys in which these tributaries flow add much ground to the : cultivated area of the country, several of them being of considerable length and width. But even the higher zones of the mountain-slopes where cultivation ceases add their share to the economical wealth of the country. They are clothed with a belt of magnificent forests, and above this extend rich alpine pastures close up to the line of perpetual snow.In the great mountain-chain which encircles the country, there is but one narrow gap left, near the north-west end of the Valley. There the Vitasta after uniting the whole drainage of Kasmir, flows out by the gorge of Baramula (Vara- hamula) on its course towards the sea. For a distance of nearly 300 miles further V;j this course lies through a very contracted valley which forms a sort of natural gate ip Kasmir. It is here that we find the old political frontier of Kasmir extending beyond the mountain-barriers already described. For about fifty miles below the Yarahamuia gorge the narrow valley of the Vitasta was held in Hindu times as an outlying frontier-tract of Kasmir.13Legend of 38- The general configuration of thecountry here sketched in its broadest
Satmras. outlines may be held to account for the ancient legend which represents Kasmir to !'have been originally a lake. This legend is mentioned by Kalhaiia in the Introduction of his Chronicle and is related at great length in the Nllamata.1* Accor ding to this earliest traditional account the lake called Satisaras, 4 the lake of 8&ti (Durga),’occupied the place of Kasmir from the beginning of the Kalpa. In the period of the seventh Mann the demon Jalodhhava (‘ water-bora’) who resided in this lake, caused great distress to all neighbouring countries by his devastations.

“  Compare D rew, Jummoo, p. 162, for tliis 13 See M djat, i. 26-27; N ttam ata , vv. 26-237. 
and subsequent statements, A  detailed extract of the Nilamata’s story

** See below, § 53, has been given by Prof, B uhxeb, R ep ort, p. 39.
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The Muni Kasyapa, the father of all Nagas, while engaged in a pilgrimage to the Tlrthns in the north of India, heard of the cause of this distress from his son Nila, the king of the Kasnnr Nagas, The sage thereupon promised to punish the evildoer, arid proceeded to the seat of Brahman to implore his and the other gods’ help for the purpose.’ .His prayer was granted. The whole host ot̂ods by Brahman’s i command started for the Satlsaras and took up their position on the lofty peaks of the Nqubandh ana Tlrtlui, above the lake Kramasaras (Kdnsamag). The demon who was invincible in his own element, refused to come forth from the lake. Visnu 
thereupon called upon his brother B&labhadra to drain the lake. This he effected l>y piercing the mountains with his weapon, the plough-share. When the lake had become dry, Jalodhava was attacked by Visnu, and after a tierce combat slain with the god’s war-disc.Kasynpa then settled the land of Kasmlr which had thus been produced. I lie gods took up their abodes in it as well as the Nagas, while the various goddesses adorned the land: in the shape of rivers. At first men dwelt in it tor si -: months only in the year. This was owing to a curse of Kasyapa who, angered by t he Nagas had condemned them to dwell for the other six months together with the Pislcas. Accordingly men loft Kasmlr for the six months of winter and returned annually in Caitra when the Pisiicas withdrew. IJltimately after four lugas had passed-, the Brahman Oandradeva through the Nllanaga’s favour acquired a number of rites which freed the country from the Pisficas and excessive cold. Henceforth .Kasmlr became inhabitable throughout the year. . .The legend: of the desiccation of the lake is alluded to also byl lhuen lsiang, though in another, Buddhistic form,14 Its main features as related in the Nila- inata, live to this day in popular tradition. They are also reproduced in all Muhammadan abstracts of the Chronicles.15 From Haidar Malik’s Tarikh, the legend became known to Dr. Bernier who prefaces with it his description of the * paradis terrestre dee Indes.’10 It has since found its way into almost everyEuropean account of Kasmlr. . . T . . .It is probable that this legend had much to do with drawing from the first Lacmtrme eaturesthe attention of European travellers to those physical facts which seem to support ' ' '* 1 ■' ’ the belief that-Kasmlr was in comparatively late geological times wholly or in  oTeat part occupied by a vast lake. But few seem to have recognized so clearly as the late Mr. Drew the true relation between the legend and the above facts. I cannot put this view which from a critic:d point of view appears self-evident more 

\ precisely than by quoting his words. “The traditions oi the natives traditions that can be historically traced as having existed for ages—tend in the same direction [viz. of the Vale having been occupied by a lake], and these have usually been considered to corroborate the conclusions drawn from the observed phenomena. Agreeing, as I do, with the conclusion, I cannot count the traditions as perceptibly strengthening i.t; I have little doubt that they themselves originated in the same physical evidence that later travellers have examined. _ _The geological observations upon which modern scientific inquirers like Mr. Drew and Colonel Godwin Austin have based their belief as to the former existence of a great lake, are mainly concerned with the undoubted ; lacustrine deposits’ found in the so-called Ildars or Karewa plateaus to be noticed below.
14 See S i-yu -ki, transl. Beal. i. p. 149. '[S ee  Bernier, Travels, od. Constable,
>* Compare e.g. A tn -i A k b ., ii. p. 380; p. 393.

Wilson, Em iy, p. 93. 17 »ee Jummoo, p. 20/.
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But it seems to me very doubtful whether we can reasonably credit the. early lva-mlrians with a correct scientific interpretation of. such geological records. It • appears far more probable that the legend Was suggested by ’an observation of the general fonti of tlie. Valley, and by a. kind of natural inference from the historical changes in the biography of the country,-We shall see "below that. great drainage- operations took place at. various periods of Kasmlr history which extended the cultivable ground and reduced the area covered by lakes and marshes. To any one, however ignorant of geology, but acquainted with the latter fact, the picture of a vast lake originally covering the whole Valley might naturally suggest itself. It would be enough for him to stand on a hillside somewhere near the Volur, to look down on the great lake and the adjoining marshes, and to glance then beyond towards that narrow gorge of Barannik where the mountains scarcely seem to leave an opening. It is necessary to bear in mind here the singular flights of Hindu imagination- .as displayed in*the Pumnas, Miihatmyas and similar texts. Those acquainted with them will, I think, be ready to allow that the tact of that remarkable gorge being the single exit for the drainage of the country might alone even have sufficed as a starting-point for the legend.In respect of the geological theory above referred to, it may yet be.mentioned that in the opinion of a recent authority, " even the presence of true lacustrine deposits does not prove that the whole of the Kasmlr lake basin was ever occupied by a lake.” 18 19 .At the present -day true lacustrine deposits are still being formed in the hollows of the rock basin, represented by the lakes of the north-west portion of the Valley. It is held probable. ■ ‘ that the conditions have been much the same as at present, throughout the geological history of the Kasmlr Valley,” only a minor area of the-latter having at various- periods been occupied by lakes.Whatever view may ultimately recommend itself to geologists, it is certain that the lacustrine deposits of Kasmlr, though of-no remote date, speaking -by a geological standard, are far older than any monuments of man that have yet been’discovered.10
Kasmir defended 3 9 - None of the natural features of Kasmir geography have had a more 

by mountains. . direct hearing on the history of the country than the great mountain-barriers that surround it. They may hence rightly claim our first consideration.The importance of the mountains as the country's great protecting wall has at all times been duly recognized both by the inhabitants and foreign observers. Since an early period Kasimrians have been wont to pride themselves on their country's safety from foreign invasion, a feeling justified only by the strength of these natural defences; We find it alluded to by Kalhana, who speaks of Kasmir as unconquerable by the force of soldiers, and of the protection afforded by its mountain walls,20 The feeling is very clearly reflected in all foreign records of the country. We have already seen what special notice is taken by Hiuen Tsiang and Ou-k'ong of the mountains enclosing the kingdom, and the difficulty of the passes leading through them.21 The statements of the early Arab geographers, brief as they are, lay due stress on the inaccessible character of the mountains. Albertan does the same, and shows ns besides the anxious care taken in old days to maintain this natural strength of the country by keeping strict watch over the passes,22
18 _ See Mr. R. D, Olbham's M a n u a l o f  2(1 Roe i. 31, 39.

In d 'a n  G eology (J89.S), quoted by Mr. Lawrence, 21 Compare above, .§§ 9 , 11.
/ '(dim/, p. 50. * 52 Bee above, §§ 12, .1 t.

19 See Drew, Jtm m oo, pp. 207 sq.
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-POSITION AND CO N FIGUR ATION OF K A S 'M IR  V A L L E Y - 1,9i k J - L j

Even when Kasmir had suffered a partial conquest from flu* north ami had become Muhammadanized, the belief in the invincibility of itŝ bulwarks con- t.i trued as strong an before. Thus Slwafa-d-din, the historian ot limui, wilting apparently from'materials collected during the great, conqueror5,s passage through the Panjab KohistSn (circ. a.d . 1397), says of Kasmir : “This country is protected naturally hy its mountains on every side, so that the inhabitants, without the trouble ; of fortifying themselves, are safe from the attacks ot enemies. the j subsequent account "of the routes into Kasmir and other exaet details, suggest that the author of the Zafarndma had access to genuine Jvasimmn xnforma- I ticm.3S .
" 4 0 .  It is this defensive character o f  the mountain-ranges to which we owe most of our detailed information regarding their ancient topography. We nave already in connection with the accounts of Albcrum and the Chinese pilgrims, hail occasion to note the. system o f  frontier watch-stations by which a careful, guard was kept over the passes leading through the mountains. These ftn hied posts and the passes they guarded play nn important part in the narrative of Kalhana and Ms successors. As most of the 'Chronicles’ references to Kasmir orography are directly connected with these watch*,stations, it will be useful to premise here a tow general remarks regarding their character and purpose.31The small forts which since ancient times closed all regularly used passes leading 'into the Valley, are designated in the Chronicles by the word dvaka,

\ ‘ crate,’ or by the more specific terms draiiga or dhakka. Numerous passages showthat they served at the same time the purposes of defence, customs and peace administration. They were garrisoned by troopa under special commanders, designated as drangesa or dratigddlii'po, The control over fill_ these frontier- 
stations and the command of the ‘Marches’ generally, was vested in Hindu limes in 0110 high state officer, known by the title of Jh-dnijiaf/t, ‘ lord ot the (date, orequivalent terms.'5 ’ , . „. , fThe organization of the system, was somewhat changed in M-unammadan tunes, •when the guarding of the several routes through the mountains was entrusted to feudal chiefs known as Maliks (Skr, mdn/em). These held hereditary charge oi specific passes, and enjoyed certain privileges in return for this duty. In other respects .the system underwent.scarcely any change. The fortified posts wilu their , small garrison* survived on all important routes almost to cur own days, and were ! known as rdhldn in the official .Persian.30 It may be noted that apart tiorn thou: character as military defences - against-inroads from foreign territories the Brangaswere-also in another respect true ‘ gates’ to the country. Nobody was allowed to J pass outside them.corning from the Valley without a special permit or pass. The system thus served as an important check on unauthorized emigration, and was withdrawn only after the last Kasmir famine (1878).“'

j «  Sue the''extract from Khar&fu-d-ilin's »  For an early reference- to this system of 
Zafam toa in T d n h h -i R dshidif trarisl. by passports at tho Dv&ras, see Jo?iar. 604. h o i  

I Messrs. N. Elias and M. D. K<W, p. 482; com- a description df the oruel exactions often 
pare also R u n ® , A d e n , in pp. 1122 sip connect: :d with rahdari, compare Lawk enoe,

*•* For detailed references regarding these V alley, p. 216. , , , .. e
stations see mv notes, J .A .S . U., 1895. pp. 882 I have never been able to visit the sites of
g,.(, . R s ia t . 1.-122 • iii 227 (D). the old watch-stations at the several passes

*“ Cotnpaio note’v. 211. without thinking of that scenes of. human
as See 1890, p. 885: also below, suffering they' must have witnessed for cen-

§§ 49, 52. tunes.
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.; t r .i.n order to appreciate fully the importance of these frontier watch-stations, it should be remembered that the mountain regions immediately outside Kasmir were- almost in every direction held by turbulent bill-tribes. To the hardy Bards 

(Darad) in the north, and the restless Khakhas (KJwsa) in the south and west the rich Kasmir With its Weak population, has always appeared as a tempting fray.Tbs last inroad of the plundering Khakhas occurred not more than half a century ago, and will not be soon forgotten.38 At the same time it is certain that the valour of these hardy mountain-clans on the confines of Kasmir has at all times contributed greatly to the natural strength of the mountain defences. Without this protective belt the latter themselves would scarcely have remained so long proof against foreign invasion,

SECTION  I I — T H E  P IE  P A N T S A L  R A N G E .
■ ; v p . ;Kahmir orography. 41. In order to understand correctly the data relating to the ancient topography of the mountains around Kasmir it is necessary to acquaint ourselves with their aetual configuration and character. In the following account it will be possible „ only to indicate the most prominent features of this mountain-system, and those directly connected with the historical data under discussion. For detailed information on Kasmir orography a reference to the lucid and instructive account in Mr. B r e w ’ s  work may be specially recommended.*9The mountain-ring enclosing Kasmir is-divided into three main ranges. One of these, usually designated as the Pir Pcmlsvl Range, forms the boundary of the Kasmir Valley to the south and south-west. It may he considered to begin from the southernmost part of the Valley where the BaiFhai Pass, 9200 feet above the sea, marks the lowest depression in the chain of mountains. After running for about thirty-five miles from east to west, the range turns to the north-northwest.In this direction it continues for about fifty miles more, and after attaining its greatest elevation in the Tafakutf Peak (15,52-1 feet above the sea), gradually descends towards the valley of the Vitasla. All important old routes towards the Panjob cross this great mountain-barrier, and this circumstance enables us to trace some interesting information regarding its ancient topography.Pass of lUNAgru. The Barnhill Pass at the eastern extremity of the range must, owing to its small elevation, have always been a convenient route of communication towards the Upper Cinab Valley and the eastern of the Panjab hill states. It takes its modern name from a village at the south foot of the pass which itself is mentioned .in Kalliana’s Chronicle by the name of Banasala.10 The castle of lianasal/i was in Kill liana’s own time the scene of a  memorable siege ( a . d . 1130) in which the pretender Bhiksacara was captured and killed. Coming from the Cinab Valley lie had- entered Vised (ltd?11 he hill-district immediately south of the Banahal Pass, with the •view to an invasion of Kasmir. As his movement fell in the commencement of the winter, he could not have selected a more convenient route. The Banahal Pass is the only route across the Pir Pantgal Range on which communication is never

' ' . . 1 , , • : - '■ ; "A ‘'-v ■ ■ .• . ■ , , . - ' ./ . 1 .V'
58 Compare for the Khakhas, note i. 317. *  See note viii. 1(5(50 sq.
su See Jummoo, pp. 192-200. 31 See note viii. 177.

‘



e n tire ly  stopped  b y  .snow -fa ll. K a lh a n a ’s narrative  show s th a t th e  politica l and 
I e th n og ra p h ic  fron tier ran here as elsew here on  the w atershed  o f  th e  range. F o r  
!}:■ th e  c a s t l e 'o f  B anasnlii, th ou g h  so near as to be v is ib le  from  th e  to p  o f  th e  pass 
I; {sam kata), was a lready h e ld  b y  a Ivhasa ch ief.®  ^Proceeding westwards from Ban*hal we jjome to a group of three snowy peaks NaubanMana reaching above 15,000 feet. With their hold pyramidal summits they form eon- Tirtha,spieuons objects in the panorama of the range as seen from, the Valley.53 Kasmlr tradition locates on them the seats from which Visnu, B'iva, and Brahman accord- ; ing to the legend already related, fought Jalodbliava and desiccated the SatTsaras. i The westernmost and highest,of these peaks (15,623 feet) forms the famous Nau- ' bandHana Tirtha. According to the legend related in the Nilamata and othertexts and connected with the Indian deluge story, Visati in his fish Avatara had %
j bound to this peak the ship (nau) into which Durga had converted herself to save ; the seeds of the beings from destruction.31 At the foot of this peak and to the .north-west of it, lies a mountain lake over two miles long, known now as K&nsar 
, Niig, the Kramasarcp or Kramamra of the Nilamata and Mahatmyas.85 It is supposed to mark a footstep (lemma) of Visnu and is the proper object of the JSTauhandbana pilgrimage.About eight miles straight to .the. west of this lake the range is crossed by a Pass of Siddha- 'pass over 14,000 feet high, known now by the name of Biclau or Burtil. It lies on ■' ,u,,a‘ a route which in an almost straight- line connects S'l’inagar with Akhnur and Sia-lkot in the Panjab plain. Running up and down high ridges it is adapted only for foot-traffic. But owing to its shortness it was formerly a favourite route with KasnurTs.30 Tho name Bidau is giVt n to the pass from the first village reached by it on the Kasmlr side. It is by this name, in its original form Siddhapatha, that 1 the pass is mentioned in Kalhana’s Chronicle as the route chosen for a pretender’s i irruption in Sussala’s reign.37A snowy peak close to the west of the pass of Siddhapatha marks tire point where the main range changes its direction towards north-north-west. From the same point there branches off in a westerly direction the lower Eatan Plr Range to which we shall have to refer below. Beyond it lie the passes of Eupri and Darhiil, both above 13,000 feet in height. They are not distinctly named in. the Chronicles; but as they give roost direct access to Rajauri, the ancient Rajapuri, and are crossed .without touch t rouble during the summer months, they are likely to have been used from an early time. Near the Barhfil Pass lies the Naridan Bar,
\ one of the numerous tarns which mark along this portion of the chain the rock- ground beds of old glaciers. It is probably the Non da m- Ndga of the Nilamata.

*  See viii. 1674, 1683. ** According to Drew, Juminoo, p. 524, the
Sam katu  is the regular term for ‘ pass.’ distance from Jammu to S'rinagar by the
x Marked on tho map as ‘ Brain* Sakai,’ Sidau route is reckoned at 123 miles, whereas 

porhapi a corruption for 5 JB rafm m ikM ra,’ vi& the Banah&l it is 177 miles.
‘ Brahman’s peak.’ The name Budil is given to the pass from

34 See N ila im ta , 83 a q q . H a ra ca r. iv, 27 ; the hill district adjoining it from the south;
S’riv. i. 474 sqq. ; S 'arvd m td ra , iii. 4, 12; compare my note vi. 318. 
v. 43, etc. •i' See viii. 557.

:!i See S'riv. i. 482 sqq. where a visit of In the Chronicles of S'rlvara and his suc- 
Sultiin 55ainu-l-‘&bidin to this lake is related cessors the tract about Sidau is repeatedly 
at length; N ilam ata , 121,1272 ; N aubandhanu- referred to as iSiddhadeSa, an evident adapta- 
m dhatm ya , passim ; 8 arvavatara , iii. 10 ; tion of the Ks. form of the name,
v. 174, etc.

'Ay--'-': .kpk ■' 'f , , fo-h ■■■.' ■ yy:': ' ; . y !
I ' k ' y . ' - f o 1' : ' ; \ h  ! k w ' :  ;  ■ y . ' - y  • j y ' j f o j A  y f o t f o v .  - f o y , .  . k "  •  ̂ _• • (  ' p

Ry.kS:M8 ; , ,  11 y- • , , , ,  $4
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394 ANCIENT GEOGRAPHY OF KAS'MIR [Chap. III.
Ill 1 • ■' . ' 4 . ' ' . \ '•; / '' ' '. ; ' ' v.i. •;:?|j:?;Fir Panta&l Route. 42. About five.railed due north of the Nan dan Bar wo reach the lowest dip in the central part of the whole range. It is marked by the pass known as P«r Panljal, 11,400 feet high. The route which crosses it, has fromearly lays to the present time been the most frequented line of communication from Kashmr to the central part of the Pan] ah. The frequent references which the Chronicles make to ..this route, permit us to follow it with accuracy from the point where it enters the mountains. This is m the valley of the Rembyir* River {Rwmnytitavi) a little below the village of J'lir̂ por. 

S T t r a p u m .  This place, the ancient S 'ojrat'P r a , is often referred to as the entrance stationfor those reaching Kasmir front R&japurt and the. neighbouring places, , or _ vica 
versa, as the point of departure for those travelling in the opposite direction.' S'urapura was founded by S'ura, the minister of Avahtiyarman, in the ninth century, evidently with the -intention of establishing a convenient emporium on thus important trade route.* He transferred to this locality the watch-station (dranga) of the pass. Its site can still be traced at the place known as I M S  Darwdrn ■ (‘the gate of God’) a short- distance above the village.1 We seel lie commanders ot this frontier-station moro than once engaged in military operations against intending invaders from the other side of the mountains.Ascending the valley of the Rembyar? or Ramanyatavi for about seven miles we reach the point where t ie streams coming from the Pir Pantsal and Kfipii basses unite. In the angle formed by them rises a steep rooky hillock which bears on its top a small ruined fort known* as Kamdanlwtk. ‘ These ruins probably go back only to the time of the Afghan Governor of Kasmir, ‘Ata Muhammad Man, who, about 1812, fortified the Pir Pan teal, route against the Sikh invasion then threatening. But I have proved in the- above-quoted paper that they mark tne original position occupied by the ancient watch-station on this route before its transfer -to S'urapura.41 Kalhana, hi. 227, call, this site Krahavabta, which name is rendered by a glossator of the seventeenth .century as Kamdanakotta ancl still survives in the present Kmnelankoth (* lira'imvartdivdm, -ko(tii). 

llastimvja. 43. The old 4 Imperial Road ’ constructed bv Akbar, then ascends the narrowvalley, keeping on its left side high above the Plr Pantsal stream. At a distance ot about four miles above Kamelankotli and close, to the Mughal Sarai ot _ Allabad,; we arrive at a point where a high motm tain-ridge sloping _ down from the south falls off towards the valley in a wall of precipitous; cliffs. I.he ridge is . known as liast'vanj. This name and the surviving local tradition makes it quite certain that we have here the spot at which a curious legend told by Kalhana waslocalized from early times.42 , ... ,The Chronicle, i. 302 sqq., relates of king MihiralcuU, whose identity with the White Him ruler of that name (cire. a . d . 515-00) is not doubtful, that when on ms return from a tour of conquest through India he reached the ‘Gate of Kasmir, he heard the death-cry of an elephant which had fallen over the precipice. The gruesome sound so delighted the cruel king that he had a hundred more elephants rolled down at the same spot.' The. old glossator on the passage informs ns that,
“ since that occurrence the route by which Mihirakula returned is called IJash vauja.The Persian Chroniclers, too, in reproducing the anecdote, give Ilaxtivcmj an the V name of the locality.

*  See Note O, Hi. 227, S 1. 41 J .A .S J i., 1895, pp. 384 sq.
39 Compare note v. 3 9 .' 42 Compare J .A .S .B ,, 1895, pp. 878  sqq., and
«  Sm j & .& J S . ,  1895, p. 885. Tins paper note i. 302. 

should be compared for all details regarding 
the other old sites along this route,

'l  'A  ,'A ; >5 W 'd - , ...: ■; :
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T lie  local trad ition  o f  th e  n e igh bou rin g ' h ill-tra cts  still retains th e  story  o f  a 
I k in g ’s elephants having fa llen  dow n .here in to  the gorge  below . I t  a lso  m aintains 
l th at th e  o ld  route- to the Pass, in  the tim es before th e  construction  o f  the 1 Im peria l 

H oad ,’ crossed  th e  E a s t 1 m V  j  ridge and follow ed  throu ghou t the r ig h t  ban k  o f  th e  
• Pit- Panteal stream . T h is ' is fu lly  borne ou t b y  a statem ent o f  A bu-l; F a z I /l>
| D e scr ib in g  the several routes available on  th e  m arch from  B h im bh ar to  K asm ir, h e  
1clearly  d istinguishes “  the route o f  H astiV anj (M S S . H astivatar) w h ich  was the 

- -d o r m e r  ro u te 'fo r  th e  m arch  o f  -troops,” from  the *P lr P antea l rou te ’ w h ich  A kbar 
used on h is v isits to K asim r.

- 1 T h e  nam e H ast'van j con ta in s in  its  first part u nd ou bted ly  hast', the Its. d e n - 
.jva tivo  o f  Skr. has t in , 1 eleph an t.’ T h e  second  part is  connected  b y  the Persian 
-com pilators-w ith  the root vauj m eaning ‘ to  g o ’ in  'W estern  P a n ja b i T h e  c lo se  

: con n ection  betw een the nam e and the loca l legend already heard by  K a lb  aria is
) /ev id en t enough . B u t w hether the latter had  any fou n dation  in ‘act, or  m erely  
1 i arose from  som e ‘ popu lar e tym ology  ’ o f  the nam e, can n ot be decided .

T h e  story helps in  any case to m ake it  qu ite  clear th at the ancient route from  
i th e  P fr  Ih cn tp l Pass kept "to th e  righ t or southern side o f  the V a lley . _ M y in qu iries  

1 | on  the spot show ed th at th is route th ou gh  neglected  for m any centuries is passable 
fo r  laden  anim als and n o t un frequen tly  used b y  sm ugglers.*'1

4 4 .  ‘ A llabad  Sarai is a M ughal hospice erected  for the shelter o f travellers PanealadMrd-
about h a lf  a m ile above H a st 'va n j. "  It  is about the h igh est point, on the ascent to  math*. 
the pass where fuel can be conven iently  pbtained.. I  th in k  it  hence probable  that 

i th e  M at ha or hospice w hich  K sem endra m entions on  th e  P lr  Panteal Pass, m ust 
i h a v e  been  situated som ew here in this n eigh bou rh ood . _ .
| ,Ksemendra m akes th is in terestin g  reference in th at cu riou s p ortion  o f the 
j Sam ayam atj’k a  already a lluded  to above, .w hich describes the w anderings of the 
' courtesan  Kaiika-li.'*-® The heroine o f  h is  s tory  after e ffectin g  som e petty th efts  in  

ICasmtr proceeds to  8 'u r a p i ir a .  T here she passes h erse lf oft as th e  w ife  of a load - 
i carrier (Ijhdrika) engaged on .the ‘ sa lt-road , ’ 46 B y  th is  term  the PTr P antj& l route 
! is qu ite  correctly  designated . I t  has rem ained to  th e  present day th e  c h ie f  route 
1 by w h ich  the produce o f  th e  P an jab  salt m ines co in ing  via fe h ia m  and B h im bh ar 
V enters-K asm xr.47 She keeps up  the d isguise w hich  is  ev iden tly  in tended  to h elp

i j «  See A in - i  A k b ., ii. pp. 347 e«j. The form rolling in picturesque confusion over its 
| H a stiva ta r  in the test is a clerical error side.
.1 for M w tivanjy easily explained in Persian  ̂ See Saviayam , ih 90 sqq., and above,  ̂ ’-o.
■ characters; see noted. 302. 46 'Professional load-camera or Coolies are
i 44 Dr. BbRniek, who ill the summer of 1665 found to this day in numbers in Hiir-'por, 
accompanied Aurangzeb’s court to KasaiIr, Pusiana, and other places near tne Pir

■ lhaa left us in his Ninth Letter to JVL do Mor- Pants til Pass. Of Zainu-i-^bidin it  is
feeilles, an accurate and graphic account of specially reported that he settled a colony of
the Pir Pimtsal route. While ascending the load-carriers from Abhisava (ro. Im-- country
Pass from the Panjab  side, he passed the spot about Bhimbhar) at the customs-station of
Where two days earlier an accident had S'urapura; see S titt, i. 1-08. Coolies are the
'•happened curiously resembling -Mihiroknla’s only means of transport on the Pir Panteal
;story. Fifteen of the elephants carrying and other passes when the snow lies to any

1 ladies of the Imperial seraglio, owing to some depth.
'•: confusion in the line of march, fell over the tJ Salt is a considerable article of import 
■ precipice and were lost; See Bernier’s into Kstsmlr where it is wholly wanting;

• Travels, ed. Constable,]). -107. The curious see Lawrence, Valley, p. 1193. I remember
map of Kusmir given in the Amsterdam vividly the long strings of salt-laden bullocks

1 edition of 3672, shows accordingly the ‘ F ive which I used to meet daily when marching
F enja le ’ mountain with a troop‘of elephants into KaSroir by the Pir Pantsi. route.
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her through the clutches of the officials at the frontier guard-station, by taking nest morning a good load on her head and starting with it towards the pass (samTeafdt).On the way ' she passes along high ’ mountains by precipitous paths, deeply covered with snow. By nightfall she reaches the P a  5  c a  i. a d  11R ita m a t h a. after having, in the meantime, assumed the guise of a respectable housewife, • and apparently disposed ot her load. It being late in the season, she passes the night there, shivering with cold, though wrapped up'in thick woollen cloaks. Thence. she .finds her way open to India where a career of successful adventures awaits her, . . . . .

The name Pattcala. 45. Ksemeiuha’s itinerary is of particular value, because it supplies -us with the only mention of the old name of the pass I can trace. It is certain that with him Pancdladhdrd designates the highest portion of the route, i.e. the Pass of |,!|' Pantsal.' It is equally obvious that Panedln. is the original of the modern Ks. 
Pantsal; which -is in fact identical with the earlier form except for the regular change of 8kr. c into-Ks.. ts. In the Pahari dialect of the population inhabiting the valleys to the south the name is. still pronounced'Pailc-dL4*The term -dha/ra which is added.to .Paficala, represents in all probability the equivalent of our ‘pass.5 8kr. -dhdrd means generally the sharp edge of some object. According to Wilson’s Dictionary, as quoted by I >oht.lingk-Kot h, the word also carries the specific meaning of ‘ edge of a mountain.’ It is probable that this meaning was taken by Wilson’s Pandits from some earlier Kosa. In any case it agrees closely with the use of the word dhdr in the modern Pahari dialects south of If asmi'r. There it is well known as the designation of any'high mountain-ridge above the region of alpine pasture.We are tempted to see in Pancdla a distinct local name either of the Pass itself or of the whole mountain chain. But the use of the modern derivative 
Panijftl presents difficulties in the way of a certain conclusion. The word Pan teal is now applied in KasniTr chiefly to tiie great mountain-chain which forms the boundary of the country to the south, i.e. the range to which conventional European usage gives the name of EPfr Pantsiil.’ Yet the meaning conveyed now to a Kasmifl by the term Pantsal, is scarcely more than that of ‘ high mountain-range.’ The word is used in combination with specific names for the designation -of subordinate branches of the,great range towards t.he Punjab. Thus the range crossed on the way from the Pir Pantsal Pass to Rajaurhjs known as ‘ Ratcm PaiUxffl̂  and the one crossed by the Haji Pir Pass between Or! and Priiiits (Punch) as 1 ITdji 
PanisSL' Sometimes, but not so generally, the term is employed also with reference to mountains wholly unconnected with the * Plr Pantsal ’ system.On the whole I am inclined to the belief that Pancdla > Pamtsdl bad originally the character of a specific local name. It may have been applied either to the whole of the great southern chain of mountains or its central portion about the Pir Pantsfii Pass, Subsequent usage may then have extended the application of: the term just as it has in Europe that of the name ‘ Alps.’ Our materials,, however, are hot sufficient to enable us to 'trace the history of the word with absolute' certainty.w

43 I  am not certain of the origin of the over, writes more correctly P e n s a l;  see 
pronunciation of the name as P ir  Panjiil, now D escrip tion  de I'lnde, 1786, pp. 87 sq. 
accepted in Anglo-Indian usage. It is known 49 The main facts regarding the modern 
neither on the Ivasmir, nor on the Panjab use of the word Pantsal have been quite 
side of the range itself. It meets ;us first in correctly recognized already by Mr, Drew, 
Bernier’s P ire Fenjale. Tioffonthaler, how- J im m oo, p. 167.



4 6 . In this connection it will be useful briefly to notice also the word Pir JPfr as a term for which forms the first part of the modern designation of the Pass. This word is a,SB'how used more or less generally for ‘ Pass ’ both in Kasmir and the hill-tracts south of it. Mr. Drew, who seems to have given more attention to local nomenclature in these hills than, other travellers, in his explanation of the term starts from the well-known meaning of p i r  in Persian, an ‘old man’ and thence ‘a saint or Faqir.’50| He refers to the common practice of Faqirs establishing themselves on Passes for the sake of refreshing travellers and of receiving their alms. “ When any noted holy .Faqir died on a Pass, the place became sacred to Ins memory, and was often ,i .died after him, his title of Pir being prefixed- .at last it became so common _ for 'every' important Pass to have .a name beginning- with Pir that the word acquired the secondary meaning of Mountain Pass." Mr. Drew refers to the fact that Dr.Bernier already found am aged hermit established on the Pass who had resided there since the time of Jahangir. He was supposed “to work miracles, cause strange thunders, and raise storms- of wind,' hail, snow, and rain.” From this ‘ Pir,’ Mr.Drew thinks, the Pass acquired the first part of its present name.| I agree with the above explanation as far as the use of the Persian word Pir 
I is concerned. But I suspect that the custom- of -connecting mountain passes with holy personages rests on a far older foundation. Superstitious belief has at all times and. in all mountainous regions peopled the solitary summits and high ridges with 
\ spirits and other supernatural beings. To this day Kasmlrian Brahmans fully i believe in the presence of Devatas and Bhiitas of all sorts on high mountain passes.! In those parts of the Himalaya where Hinduism has survived among all classes,| this .superstition can, no doubt, be found still more fully developed.51 j}[ On. all Kasmir passes, however rarely visited, stone-heaps are found marking
[ the supposed graves of imaginary ‘ Pits/, and every pious Muhammadan on passing adds his stone to them. Yet these little cairns existed there in all probability long before Islam reached the country. Exactly the same custom is observed, e.g., by the Hindu pilgrims to Amaranatha o.u crossing the Vav'jan Pass above the lake of Susravonaga, ‘ to please the Devas ’ as the Mahatmya says.53 We can show that all famous Ziarats in Kasmir, whether of real or imaginary Muhammadan Saints, occupy sites' which were sacred in earlier times to one- or the other Hindu divinity.We can. scarcely go far wrong in concluding by their analogy that the ‘Firs’ of the Muhammad:m wayfarers have only taken the places of the older Hindu j ■* Devas.’A striking confirmation of this surmise is afforded by the only passage of the Pahcaladeva. Sanskrit Chronicles which mentions the Pir Pantgal Pass by its proper name. S'rivara, hi. 433, when relating the return of a Kasmir refugee ‘by the route of S'urapura ’ in the time of IIassail Shah (ci.ro. a.d, 1472-84), tells us of a- fatal chill he caught : on the top of the P a n m la d e v a . '  It is clear that the name here used corresponds exactly to the modern Pir Pantgal, ‘ Pir ’ being the nearest Muhammadan equivalent

60 See Jwmmon, p. 157, note. pass* (lienee its alleged Skr. name Vayu-
¥ Compare, e.g. for such superstitionh in varjnna). The duty of making these Mathi- 

Kumaun,. Sir W. Hunter’s L ife  o f  B ria n  lefts is enjoined in vii. 19. M atM kchh y e  rut 
Houghton. H odgson, p. 54. kurvdnti tatretina Vayuvarjanr ] dano?.aihnara-

s; See A m aram itliam dhatm ya, vii. 1 «qq, ham y a n ti  satahalparh na  sanim ygh \\ krtva  tu  
The stones placed are supposed to represent mathikarh d ein p u ja yed yid h ip u rw k m n  \ arpayed  
m a fh iM s ,1 shelter-huts,’ in which the gods can d eva p n tya rth a m  dak.finabhi/i, sarnanvitam  ||. 
find refuge from the evil wind blowing on the

SQC. i i .J  TH E  P IE  PA.NTS1L RANGE. 3 9 7
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for ‘Deva.’ Dr. Bernier’s account has already shown us that popular superstition W had not failed to transfer also the supernatural powers of the ‘ Dev.a’ to the Plrwho acted as his representative on the Pass.
Pass of Pir Pan teal. 4 7 .  We may no w return to the description of the old route •where we left itat ‘AlTabad Sarai and resume our journey towards the Pass. From, the Mughal hospice the road ascends in a gently sloping valley westwards until at a distance of about 4J miles the Pass is reached. Close to the point where the descent towards the Panjab side begins, stands the hut of a Faqir. He has inherited the post of Bernier’s Plr, but little of his spiritual powers and emoluments. An octagonal watch-tower close by, occupied by a Sepoy post till a few years ago, may mark the site of an earlier outpost.

Pusyayanfida, The descent is here as on all Passes of the range far steeper on the Punjab sidethan towards Kasmir. I \ m d r i a ,  the next stage, which is reached by zigzag; paths, along the rooky slope of the mountain, lies already more than 3000 feet below the Pass'. The little village is'an ancient place. It is undoubtedly the Fu,vjanxmdda of Kalhana who mentions it repeatedly in connection with the civil wars of his own time.53 Pasyfuianada served as a refuge for rebel leaders for whom Kasmlr had become too hot. They could thence conveniently resume their .inroads. We see here again clearly that the Kasmir frontier ran on the watershed of the range. For of PvMjdnana^i, it is distinctly said that it belonged already to the territory of Bdjapun,From Pusiana the road descends in a westerly’ direction -along the bed of a stream which belongs to the headwaters of the Tans! (Tohl) of Promts. The next stage is the lull-village of Bah'ranigala, a considerable place, which is mentioned already by STivara under the; name of Beaikavagala.54 From Bahramgala the route turns to the south and crosses,, by the Pass known as Ra.tan Plr (8200 feet), the range which has already been referred to as a branch from the Plr Pantsal. chain. Here the route enters the region of the middle mountains and descends in an open valley to Rajauri, the ancient Rajapuri, where we may leave it.Centra! part of Pir 4 8 .  Beyond the Plr Pauljgfll Pass tne. summit-line of the main range rises 
Panfeal. again considerably, T i i e .T a n g t a l a  Pass, which is about five miles due north of thePir Pan|sal Pass, and is mentioned by Abu-l-Fazl,*5 is- already far higher. The track crossing it is scarcely practicable for laden animals.The same is the case, as personal experience showed me, with the next two Passes, known by the I’aharT names of Gitlapdm and (,’o/i Gall; they are both over 14,000 feet in height. The first-named one was probably used on occasion of the inroad related by S'rivara, iv. 589 sqq. We are told there of a rebel force which coming from Rajauri got round the troops o f  Sultan Muhammad Shalt posted at Sur&pura by crossing the mountains in the direction of Kacaoala. This place, as shown on the map, corresponds undoubtedly to the alpine' plateau or ‘ Marg1 o f  Kac-gul bn the northern slope. of the Pir Pentad range.Mount Tatakuti- A short distance to the -north-west of the Got! Gall Pass the range culminates in its greatest snowy peak, Mount Tatakuti, which rises to a height of 15,524 feet. Owing to its bold shape and central position this peak is the most conspicuous in the panorama of the whole range, whether seen from the Kasmir Valley or from

** Compare note viii, 95‘ i. The ending M See ||'m>. iv. 529, 5S9.
-ndtfa is identical with m la , Anglo-Indiee, “  See Mlu-t A k h a rl, u. p. 348.
* Nullah,’ i.e. ‘ valley, ravine.'
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Sec. ii.] THE PlK PANTSAL RANGE. 399

! 11̂ Paumb plains. To _ the north it presents a precipitous, faci of unscak-able j- l0Ĉs#. Q# south.' it is surrounded by snowfields which on occasion of an ascent .inacle late in the season I found still of considerable extent. We have already seen, that it is this peak which Albertim describes under the name of K uldrjali , 8 a  For I  ̂obsei vei from the Punjab plains about Gujrat, the appearance of the peak, with Jts glittering dome of enow, is very striking, notwithstanding the great distance 
5 (about eighty-seven miles ns the crow flies). I have sighted it on clear days even | from Lahore Minors.[ From Tatakilp the chain continues at a great elevation, for a considerable I distance, the summit-ridge keeping an average height between 14,000 and 15,000 It  ̂  ̂CI‘OSS0d first by the passes of Bangaafii, NRrnur, and Corgali„ alldifficult, routes leading down into the Valley of Lchfoin, the ancient Lohara. It is orilj at the I.oshnaidan Pass that we meet again with an important and ancient  ̂ I me of communication.49. 'fhis Pass being on the most direct route between, the Kasmir capital Tômaidftn Pass, and Lohara, was ol special, importance during the reigns of the later Kasmlrian kings whose original home and safest .stronghold was in Lohara. We find accord- mglv the route leading ||er the Tos'hnaidan Pass often referred to in the last two 'Looks of Ivalhana's idironicies. But apart from this historical connection, the loarinaidan route must have always been prominent among the old lines • of communication. from Kasmir. owing to its natural advantages. It was the shortest roU ;,e into the valley of Punch (Parnotsa) and hence to that portion of the’Western Pan]ab which lies between the Jehlam and Indus. It -vas, besides, under the old conditions of road and travel, probably the easiest and safest route in that ! direction.57, This old route started from the present village of Drang, situated at the foot K drkotudrahga, of the mountains in theBirn Pargana, circ. 88° 57' lat. 74° 36' long. The name of the village, is, of course, nothing but the old term of dranga, ‘watch-station.’ In old times the place was distinguished as Kabkotadbanxm.u8 It may have received the distinctive first part of its name, Kdrkota, from the mountain-ridge now known as Kdkoda.r, which is passed higher up on the route. .Ks. Kakodar could well be derived from an earlier Skr. form like *Kdrkotadbara. The Tirthasamgraha also j mentions a Kdrleotandga somewhere in this direction.From Drang, whore a customs-station exists to the present day, the road \ ascends ov.er an easy forest-clad slope to the edge of the Tos?raaidan. This is, as the name indicates, a large upland plateau ot undulating grazing grounds, rising very gradually from a level of about 10,000 feet. At the point where the road strikes- the northern edge of the plateau there, are several ruined towers. They seem to have been last repaired on occasion of the Sikh invasion of 1814, to be referred to below, biit are probably far older. The spot is known to this day as Barb at, which in Ks, means ■ the place of the Gates ' (Ks. fear < Skr. dvdra). In view of i ‘;lis designation and the commanding position of the place we can safely locate here the proper L vara or ‘ Gate ’ of this route.59

V Compar e above, § 14. _ Kalhana, rib 140, 1301, for a fortified post on
.1 be historical references to tliia route this route. The village Drang is a suitable 

J  , be found collector: in Note E  (iy. 177), enough position for a customs and police- 
8S'>'!;b  „  . . . .  station; the natural point for military

’ Lwmpare notes vii. 140; viii. 1596. defence, however, is higher up at ‘ Bubal.’
aJ ilio term D vdra  is actually used by

*
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The route after crossing the Toŝmaidan plateau, ascends over gently sloping grassy ridges to the Kakodar spur and passing along the south foot of the latter reaches the. Pass. The ascent is so gradual and easy that though the elevation of the latter is over 13,000 feet, the construction of a cart-road would so far meet with little difficulty. The .Pass itself is equally easy.On its west side two routes are available. One descends in the G-agri Valley past the village of Ohambar, mentioned, in the Rajatarah-gini by the name of 8 AiiA’MBA.RA.'10 The other leads over a cross-spur in a south-westerly direction straight down into the valley now kno wn as Lob-rim 
Lohara. Imposition of the ancient castle of L ohara, which I was able to trace in the ;■centre of this great and fertile valley, has been fully discussed above in Note K m vAbout eight miles further down the valley and at the point where its waters meet the stream coming from GagrI, lies the largo village of Mandi. It marks the site of. ( the old ‘ Market o f A t ta lik a ,’ repeatedly mentioned by Jfalhanai3 Prom Mandi onwards the route passes into the open valley of the Toll? (Tans') of Pniriti which offers an easy line of communication down to the plains. 

j SsanwdaTRoute The historical importance of the To§*maidan route is best illustrated by the 
*" " ” fad- that it was chosen on two occasions for serious attempts at invading Kasimr.We have already referred to Mahmud of Ghazna’s expedition, probably of 

a .d . 1021, which Alberunl accompanied and to which we owe. the valuable informa- , tion already detailed.68 This attempt at invasion, perhaps the most serious of which we know during Hindu times, was brought to a standstill by the Valorous defence of the castle of Lohara and a timely fall of snow. Nor’ was Maharaja Banjit Singh more successful when in 1814 he first attempted to invade Kasimr by this route.84 The portion of the Sikh army led by him in person, safely reached the Toshuaidan plateau where the Afghan defenders were posted near the towers above mentioned. Difficulties of supplies, however, and the news of a defeat of the column marching by the Plr Pantsal route forced on a retreat which in the mountain defiles about Lohbrin ended in a complete rout.It may yet be mentioned that the route over the Tosffnaidun was already in all probability followed by Hiuen Tsiang on his way to Pargotsa or Pmuts.85 It remained a favourite; trade route until the recent Jehlam Tally cart -road was constructed. Owing to the elevation of the Pass,'however, this route is. always closed by snow longer than, e.g., that of the Pir Panteal. During the winter, therefore, the road from Lohara to Kasmlr lay by the lower passes in’ the west leading into the Vitasta- Valley below Bainmula.68Not far to the north of the TosLnaidan Pass the range attains yet a height of over 15,000 feet in a group of bold snowy peaks. Its summit-ridge then gradually descends, and is crossed by some lower passes from the neighbourhood-of the well-known alpine plateau of G-ulmarg. From, a summit behind Gulmarg (marked Sallar on the map) several spurs radiate. They form the northern end. of the range and descend at their extreme points very steeply and with faces of rugged cliffs into the narrow valley of the Vitasta.
- . h / / V ' .  v. ' G/..' . . _ th. • h','- : N v , yD i'1'' ̂ Vi''-• [ 'b

80 See note via 1875-77. 85 Compare above, § 9.
111 Soe Note B ,v r .  177. “  See Note E ( iv .  177), §§ 7,8, forKalhana's
** See note viii 681. references to the occasions when this more
** See above, § 14. circuitous route was used.
M For a more detailed account of this. ex

pedition, see Note E , iv. 177, § 14.
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SECTION I I I .— TH E  V IT A S T A  V A L L E Y .SO "We have* already spoken of the Vitasta Valley as the single outlet for the Valiev of the waters of Kasmfg and as"the great gate of the country. We may now cast a Vitasta.
. glance at the old  route lead ing  through it, and at the defences b y  w hich  nature

has fortified it, » __
T he Vitasta V alley below  B aram ula is  confined betw een tw o ranges o f  m oun

tains. T he one to the south is a branch o f the P ir Pautgal Range,: separating from  
the m ain chain at a point behind Gulm arg. _ T he range to  the north  belongs to  a 
m ountain-system  w hich  culm inates in the Kajii&g Peak (.1.4,40^ feet), and is u su aL j 
designated by the name o f  the latter. Tliese two ranges accom pany the course o f  t he 
river w ith  gradually lessening h e igh t for som e e igh ty  m iles westwards down to  the 
vioiiit near M uzaffarabad, w here the V itasta m akes its sudden bend to the south .

A lon g  the w hole length  o f  the Valley, cross-ridges, m ore or less steep and 
ru gged , run from  both  sides dow n to  the r iver ’s bed. T h is  consists from  below  
IVnVruula o f  an alm ost unbroken  succession o f  rapids, the ft  II in leve l being 
n early  3000 feet in the above distance. T h e  V alley is  throughout narrow  and 
w anting in level ground. B u t for  about fifty m iles dow n to the oJd_ Kassmir 
frontier line, it  m ay more f i lly  be described as a narrow ravine in w hich only , 
occasional alluvial plateaus h igh  above the r iv e r  afford scanty room  for settlem ent
and cu ltivation . , TT „  ■ . .

Owing to th is extrem ely confined nature ot the valley com m unication on  the
route leading a long it  must have always been  troublesom e and risky in  o ld  tim es.
T he natural difficulties o f th is lon g  defile were, no doubt, considerably increased 
by the restless disposition  o f  the Khasa tribe, w hich  has. held  it since ancient 
tim es. T he Sikhs, who were th e  la s t  to figh t their w ay th rou gh  these passes, 
suffered here m ore than one disaster at th e  hands .o f  the hillm en. T he line o f  
forts erected by them  along the valley, attests to th is  day the trou b le  they 
experienced in  h old in g  the passaged The m ilitary  difficulties o f  a m arch through.

’ such a succession d ?  dangerous defiles must have been even greater in  o ld  tim es 
w h ich  knew no firearms, T h e  protection o f  the route against an active enem y who 
cou ld  easily seize and hold a ll com m anding positions, was then , no doubt, a still 
m ore difficult task. .. . _r .

51. It is  probably on account o f  the circum stances here briefly indicated, that Vitasta valley 
we hear in  th e 'C h ron icles com paratively little  o f the route follow ing the \ itast-a.
B e in g  the shortest line o f com m unication to the present H azara  district and the 
Indus, it was certainly  used from  early tim es.

W e  have seen that H iu en  Tsiang and O n -V on g  com ing  from  the ancient 
G andhara and Urasa, follow ed it  on their way to  Kasmir, and th at it  was w ell know n 
to A Iberian. B u t i t  seems probable that its im portance, m ilitary and com m ercial, 
was then far sm aller than that o f  the P ir Pantsal and T o s ’Mnaidfm routes. I t  is 
on ly  in  modern ‘times tluit th is western route bus xenl prom inence, _£ 11.1s
originated  in  the tim e o f  the A fgh an  rule over Kasmir, when the route a long the 
V itasta  to M uzaffarabad and h ence through H azara, afforded th e  shortest and least

> MoorcroftV account of Ms attempt to the rapacious hill-tribes; sea Travels, ii. 
use the MussatfarftbS.il route in 1823, gives a pp. m  ««iq- Compare also Lawrence, 
graphic picture of the obstacles created" by I alley, p. -00.
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exposed line of communication between Kasrnlr and Peshawar." Subsequently after the annexation of the Punjab, the - establishment of the hill-station oi. Miirtee naturally drew traffic in this direction. T h e construction of the donga head Iroiu Murree to Baraniula in our own time, finally assured to this route its presentsupremacy. -
There is  at present a road on each side of the valley leading down to Muzaffarabad. But only the road along the right bank of the river can claim any antiquity. The one on the opposite bank, which is now represented by the new carriage road, has come into general use only within the last few decades since traffic towards Murree and Rawalpindi sprung up. The track chosen for the old road is  easily accounted for by topographical facts,

Connection with We have, already noticed that the Vitastn Valley route was of importance > Umsfu chiefly as leading to Hazara (IJrahi), and hence to the, old Gandhara. A glance at th6 map will show tliat the open central portion of Hazara is most easily.gainod. by crossing the Kisanganga just above Muz/aflarabad, and then passing the com- parafcively low ridge wliich separates this river from the Kiinhar stream, the route here indicated finds its natural continuation towards iuimur on the right bank of the Vitasta, tho crossing of the latter being wholly avoided. It has already been shown above that this route, now marked by Abbottab:ru, Garbi Hablbulla, MuzaffarAbSd and Btu-amula as the chief st ages, is directly indicated, inAlberuni’s itinerary.8 ..... .
Gate of Varaha- § 2 .  We may now proceed to examine the old notices regarding this route,m'lk- proceeding again from the Kasmlr side. The route started from the twin town,3 of Vara burnfi 1 a* skapura, which occupied. the .sites ot the present l>ariiinul;p andTJskiir, respectively. Huskapura on the left river hank,, the more important ot the two places in ancient times, has dwindled down to_ a mere village, .but \ ara- hamu]a-Baramula on the opposite bank is still a flourishing place and an emporium of trade. It occupies a narrow strip of open, ground between the river and the foot of a steep mountain side.

Drang at Varalla- Close to the western end of the town a rocky ridge, with pre'cipitoss slope, Hmla' runs down into the river-bed. Only a few yards’space is-left open for the road. Atthis point there stood till last year (1897) an old ruined gateway, known to the people as the Drang or 1 watch-station.1' It had been occupied as a military police post, and until the ‘ Eahdari ’ system was abolished, watch was kept here over those-wlu> entered or left the Valley. I had examined tho gateway in 1892. When revisiting the spot in May, 18198, I could scarcely trace its foundations, the decayed walls having been sold bv auction and its materials carried away by a contractor.Though the structure I bad seen, was scarcely older than the time ot Sikh rule, there can be little doubt that it marked the site fcf the ancient ‘Gate’ of Varahamuk. This is clearly indicated by the situation of the spot which is bv far the most convenient in the neighbourhood for the purpose of a watch-station. Moorcroft does not mention the name Drang, but describes the gateway accuratelyenough. _ . .Here then, we may assume, stood in ancient times "the stone gate, the western entrance of the kingdom,” through which Hiuen Tsiang had passed before
2 Baron Hiigel quite correctly notes a years before his own visit (1 ‘■'•to), on tbqarrival 

Kasmir tradition that the Barttmula route of the Paths.ns; see Kaschmir, li. p. w4.
was properly opened up only about eighty 2 3 See above, § l i .



he reach ed  .H uskapura (IIu -se-M a ^to), h is  first n ig h t ’s, qu arter in  th e  V a lle y ,4 * * 
O u -k 'on g , too , and A lberu m , as we have seen, knew  w ell th is  w atch -sta tion , w h ich  is 
also m en tion ed , by K a lh a n a  under t h e -general d esign a tion  o f  Ih d ra J '

T h e  road  keeps close  b y  the bank o f  the r iver  as it  w inds in  ra p id  fa ll th ro u g h  
the rock -b ou n d  gorge . A b o u t  tw o and a. h a lf  m iles be low  ‘ .Drang ’ the. h ills ides 
recede s lig h tly , leav ing  room  for a sm all t i l la g e  ca lled  Ndrdii T hai , N ear it s ta n d - 
;> little tem ple, w ith a sprin g  close  b y  w h ich  is  v is ited  b y  p ilgrim s and-is probabl y  
iden tica l w ith the N drd ya iuirth lna  o f  the Nllama-ta.®

A b o u t  a .m ile  below  th is point, and close to  the litt le  v illage  o f  K h & h iiy A v ,7 * Yak^adara. 
the r iv e r  is  forced  to  & sharp bend b y  a steep, and narrow  spur p ro je c t in g  into th e  
va lley  from  the north -w est. A  led g e  o f  rocks ru n n in g  below  the river-lied  form s 
the first serious rap ids o f  the V itasta , beldw  w hich  boats - can n ot pass (see m ap).
T he road  crosses th e  spur b y  a narrow  and deep cu t k n ow n  as JJi/rlVgul.
K a lh a n a ’s C h ron icle  kn ow s th is curious- cu ttin g  by the approp  iat-a name, o f  
Y a k s a d a k a , ‘ the dem on ’s e le ft,’ A ccord in g  to th e  trad ition  there recorded, th e  
operations b y  w h ich  H uyya, A van tivarm au ’s engineer, low ered  th e  level o f  th e  
Vitastft, extended  to  th is 'p o in t  o f  th e  r iv e r-b ed ,s

5 3  T  wo m iles b e low  D yar?gu l we pass no n- the v illage  o f  Z o lien p or som e Old frontier in
ancient s ites  v a g u e ly  described  b y  V ign e  and V o n  H iig e l. S till fu rth er  down, n ear Vitasta V alloy,
the v illa g e  o f  G-inga.i th e  m ap m arks th e  ru ins o f  a tem ple w hich  I  have not been  
able to v is it . B u t  n o  loca lities  on  th is  rou te are know n to  "us from  ou r  o ld  sou rces 
until a fte r  about three and a h a lf d a ily  m arches w e reach  the side valley  m arked  
on th e  m ap  as ‘ P e liasa .’ T h is  v a lley  and .the large  v illage  at its  entrance are 
know n  indeed  to th e  Pahiirl p opu la tion  b y  th e  nam e o f  P eliu m : B u t  th e  K aw m rls 
settled  a t severa l p laces a long tin; V ita sta  V a lley  ca ll them  B u tim a . T h is  form  o f  
the nam e w h ich  I  ascerta ined  b y  loca l inqu iries, has en abled  m e t o  id en tify  th is  
lo ca lity  w ith  the B  OLYAS a k a  o f  th e  R ftja tarahgiu i.

K a lh a n a  in  h is account o f  S 'a ihkaravarm an ’s ill-fa ted  ex p ed ition  tow ards th e  
In du s (a .p . 902 ), m entions B olyS saka  as the place w here th e  K asm ir arm y retreat
in g  from  U rasa reached, the border o f  their ow n 'territory.® T h e  reference is  o f  
special in terest as it show s that K asm ir a u th ority  ex ten d ed  in  H in d u  tim es dow n 
to  th is  p o in t  o f  the V a lle y . W e  ca n  easily  recon cile  th is fa ct w ith  th e  existence o f  
the ‘ I )  v a r a ’ at V arabam ula .

T h e  gorge  at th e  la tter  p lace o ffered  a  con ven ien t p os it ion  fo r  e sta b lish in g  a 
w a tch -sta tion  w hich w a s to secure con tro l over the traffic and th e  co lle ction  o f  
custom s. B u t in regard  to m ilita ry  defence a fron tie r  line, in  th e  im m ediate 
v ic in ity  o f  th e  K asm ir V a lley  w ou ld  h ave been  very  unsafe. I  be lieve , th erefore , 
that th e  V itasta  V a lley  be low  V araham ula  was h e ld  as an  ou tly in g  fron tier-tra ct as 
far as th e  present B u liasa . I t  is ex a ctly  a few  m iles b e lo w  th is  place' th at ascending 
the va lley  th e  first seriou s d ifficu lties are en countered  on  th e  road . A n  advanced  
fron tier -p ost could sca rce ly  h ave  occu p ied  a  stra teg ica lly  i i o r e  advan tageous posit ion .

T h e  conclusion  h ere  ind icated  is  fu lly  supported  b y  w h at K a lh a n a ’s n arrative Vvrfinaka. 
tells us o f  a loca lity  a lm ost exactly  op p osite  to B u lia sa . K a lh a n a  m entions in  tw o  
places a p la ce  called V i r a n  a k a  in  con n ection  w ith  even ts  w h ich  m ak e  it clear th a t

4 See Vie rfe M ittm i-th m n g , p. 90. 7 Perhaps the K kidanS athdra  of iii. I t.
6 See note viii. 413. 3 Compare note v. 87.
« See' m ia m n ta , 1179, 1315, 1349. The 9 See note v. 225.

name occurs also repeatedly in the several
Vaiahakst'trartiabatrnyas.
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i t  la y  in  the Vitast.il V a lley  and ju s t  on the border o f  K asim  r territory .10 • 1 have 
been able to  trace the position  o f  V lranaka at the m odern h ill v illage o f  Y u a n , 
near th e  left bank o f  the V itasta  and only a short distance above B n liasa .

Frontier-tract of T h e  va lley  below  the o ld  fron tier thus m arked is now known, as J)vdrbiJ7.
Dvdravati. I ts  ancient nam e is supp lied  to us b y  an o ld  g loss  o f  the B a ja taran g in i w hich  

speaks o f  B o lyasak a  as situated in  D v a k AVATi . L oca l inquiries have show n m e 
th at even to th e  present day popular trad ition  in d icates  a ridge a short d istance 
ab ove  B n lia sa  as th e  eastern lim it o f  D va rb id i.11 In  the account o f  S 'arnkaru- 
varrnan’s above-m entioned  expedition  six  m arches are counted from  the cap ita l <>; 
B rasil to  B olyasak a . T h is  agrees exactly  -with the present reckon ing w h ich  also 
cou nts six  m arches from  th e  v ic in ity  o f  B u iia sa  to A bb otta b a d .1" N ear this 
place, the m odern  headquarters o f  th e  H azara D istrict, the o ld  capital o f  Urasa 
was in  all p robab ility  situated.

Left bank of S 4 ,  I t  rem ains to  n otice  brie fly  w hat we k n ow  o f  ancient loca lities on th e  left
Vitasta.. side o f  the V a lley . A s  already exp la ined , there was no great lin e  o f  com m unication  

/ on th is side corresponding to the present M urree-B aram uia R oad . Y e t  fo r  tw o
m arches dow n the Val ley, as far as U rI, the route o f  the left bank is  likely  to  have 
been m uch  frequented. F rom  U r i  a convenient route leads over the easy H a ji D ir 
Pass to P runts or B arnotsa. T h is  pass, ow ing to its sm all e levation , on ly 8500  feet, 
is never com pletely  closed by snow . It is hence m uch  used b y  th e  inhabitants o f  
a ll the h igh er valleys d ra in in g  in to  the .Prunts T o lu , during the w in ter m onths when 
th e  m ore d irect routes to K asm ir v ia  the P ir  P antsal, 'iosh n a idan , or oth er h igh  
passes are rendered im passable.

M arch ing dow n the va lley  from  U sk u r: H nskapura , we first cross the. Spur 
.w h ich  bounds the gorge o f  V araham ida from  the sou th . W e  then  reach  a fertile  
litt le  p lain, abou t tw o m iles broad, charm ingly  situated  in an am phitheatre of h igh  
p in e-clad  m ountains and fa cin g  th e  D y a r 'g u l ridge. I t  is know n as h'ur*vao  and 
con ta in s, at the v illages o f  S 'ir and F a tteg a ih , con siderab le  rem ains o f  ancient 
tem ples. O n  a sm all p lateau  w h ich  form s th e  w estern  boundary o f  th is  p la in  by  
th e  riverbank , lies the v illage  o f  KUtt'-hCm. I t  m arks the site of the ancient 
B u d d h ist con ven t o f  K kt'EA&RAMA., the foundation  o f  w hich  a cu riou s legen d  related  
b y  K alhana attributes to  the sou o f  A soka .18

A t B uninr, near the en d  o f  the first day ’s m arch, are passed the - w ell-preserved  
ru ins o f  an ancien t tem ple w h ich  are o f  considerable  antiquarian.' in terest. Its  
nam e and date cannot be traced in  ou r extant records.. A noth er s im ilar ru in , bu t 
far m ore decayed, flanks th e  road  about m idw ay betw een  Bunialr and U ri.

F rom  near the latter p lace th e  V ita sta  V alley is held  on the le ft bank ch iefly  
b y  the K h a k h a  tribe, on the righ t b y  th e  close ly  related B om bas. In  th e  form er 
w e recogn ize  th e  ancient K h a s a s  w hose settlem ents, low er dow n tli© v a lley  at 
VlrAnaka, are d istin ctly  m entioned by K a lh a n a .11 T h e  predatory h ab its and restless 
w ays o f  the K hasas form  a frequent them e in  the C hron icle . T h e  m od em  K h a k h a s 
.and B om bas h ave  u p  to th e .m id d le  o f  the present cen tury  done their best to  m ain 
tain  th is  ancient reputation , ju s t  as th e ir  seats have rem ained th e  old  ones.

M  Bee v. 214 and viii. 409. In the first pas- 11 See v. 225, and note v. 214.
sage we hear of an attack made on VIrSmka w Compare note v. 237; Cunningham1., Arte.
by'the chief commander of the frontier posts Gcor/r., p, 104, and 1>kew, Juninoo, p. 528.
(dvaresa). In the second Viranaka is referred 13 See note i. 147; also N otes on O u-k’onff.
to as a settlement of Khasas which offered pp. 13 sqq. KrtysuSrama is mentioned already 
the first safe refuge to Siissala when driven by Ivseniendra, Sam ayam , ii. 61. 
from Varahamula, a .d. 1111. 14 viii. 409.



SE C TIO N  I V .— T H E  N O R T H E R N  A N D  E A S T E R N  M O U N TA IN  -R A N G E S.

55. The mountains which enclose the Kasmlr- Valley in the north-west anJ Range towardsnorth, may he looked upon as one great range. Their chain nowhere shows any lEisangafiga. marked break though its direction changes considerably. The routes leading through these mountains have, never been of such importance in the history of i’asmir as the routes towards India and the west. Hence our information regarding the old topography of this mountain-range is also far less detailed.We are least informed about that, portion of the. range which joins on to the Kfijnag Peak north-west of Baramula and then continues in the direction of south to north towards the upper Kisauganga. The. watershed- of this portion forms the western boundary of Kas/nir towards Ka/mdv, the ancient Karni.ha.,1 This territory which may be roughly described as lying between the Kisangangu and the ! Kfijnag Range, seems at times to have been tributary to K'asmfr. We hear of.it only in the concluding portion ot Kalhana’s Chronicle. There, too, no details are given to us regarding the routes loading to it. These routes, as the map shows, start from the ancient districts of S ’a n u tld  (Hama)) and U l t a r a  (Uttar).At the point where the summit of the range comes nearest to the Kisanganga, it takes a turn to the east and continues in this direction for more than a hundred miles. The summit ridge keeps after this turn at a fairly uniform height of 12,000 to 13,000 feet for a long distance. From the northern parts of the Uttar and Lolau Parganas several routes cross the range in the direction of the Kisanganga.Kalhana has occasion to refer to these in connection with the expedition which Route to S'ardi. iyas directed in his own time against the S 'ir u h H la  castle. This stood on the Kisanganga close to the ancient Tlrtha of the goddess B'arada still -extant at t!ie present S'ardi.2 One of these routes, still followed at the present, day by the pil̂rhns to the shrine, leads past the village of D r a n g ,  situated at 74° 18' 45" long.43' 33 30' lat. It is certain that the place took its name from an ancient W a t c h - , station here located and is identical with the D ranga mentioned by Kalhana in 
connection with the above expedition,3Besides the route marked by this old frontier-station1 there are others leading m the same, direction. One is to the west over the Sltulvan Pass." The other lies in the east and passing through the valley of Kroras descends directly upon S'ardi along the MadhuSnati stream. The portion of the Kisanganga Valley into which these routes lead, can. never have boon of much importance itself, though there are indications of gold-washing having been carried on in it,.'11 But from S'ardi starts a route leading very directly by the Kahkatoxi (Sarasvati) River and over a high pass into Oil Is on the Indus. This lino of communication mav already in old times have brought some traffic to S'ardi.Owing to the inroads made by the CilMs and the restless Bomba chiefs of the , Kisanganga Valley, the Pathan governors- found it necessary to settle Atridls at 

j
' Compare not© viii. 2-185. circumstance the village of D ran y  owes pro-
'  Compare regarding the S arcidutirtha  and babljr the distinguishing designation of Stm*- 

the castle of S'inthklA, Note* i. (J?), and D ra n g , ‘ the Gold-Drang,’ by which it is popu- 
viu, 2492 (/.), respectively. larly known.

1 See note-viii. 2507. * » See Baxes, G azetteer, p. 490.
, * Compare Note B  (i. 36), §§ 2, 16. To this

Sec. iv .)  NORTHERN AND EASTERN MOUNTAIN-RANGES. 405
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D ra n g  and in th e  n e igh bou rin g  \ iilages to guard the passes. T h e  presence o f  these 
P ath  an colon ies show s t l  at the conditions w hich  necessitated the m aintenance ot 
the o ld  w atch -station  at D ranga, had altered little  in the cou rse  ot centuries.

Upper Ki«anganga 56. A b ov e  S 'a rd i the cou rse  o f  the K isa n ga h ga  lies  fo r  a lon g  d istance
Valley. th rou gh  an almost inaccessible and uninhabited  gorge. H en ce  for o v e r -th ir ty

m iles eastwards w e find no p rop er route across the m ountain -range. K a lh a n a  
g iv es  us a v iv id  and in teresting  account o f  th e  difficulties offered by a w in ter- 
m arch  along the latter, where he describes the escape c f  th e  pretender K h o ja  from 
th e  S 'irahsila  castle to  the D arads on the upper K isa n ga n ga .6 _

T h e  first line o f  com m unication  we m eet is, however, an  im portant on e . _ I t  
lea d s  from  the n orth  shore o f th e  V olu r lake in to that part o f  the l  pper K rsanganga 
V a lle y  w hich  is kn ow n  as Q w f z ,  and connects with the rou tes leading to  A ster  
and th e  Haiti territory  on th e  In du s. T h e  road  used in  recent years, and 
now  im proved by H ritish  engineers into the ‘ G ilg it  T ransport Hoad, e iosses the 
range bv  the T ra g abal or lla zd ia n ga n  Pass, n early  P i,000  feet h igh . I>ut the 
rou te  frequented in  ancient tim es lay some e ig h t m iles fu rth er to the east.

Pass of K alhana refers in several passages to  th e  hill-fort, o f  D u o UHAGHaTA, w h ich
Dvtjdhayh&ta. guarded  the m ountain -route lea d in g  into -Kasmlr territory  from  inroads o f; the 

D arads. T he la tter  can easily be shown, to have held then  as now the K isa n g a u g a  
.V a lley  about G u rez  and the n e igh bou rin g  territories to the n o rth . From  K a lh a y a ’s 
descrip tion  it  is ev iden t that th is  fron tier-fort w h ich  was first occupied  by. a K asm lr 
baron , bu t subsequ ently  fell in to  th e  .Darads’ hands, stood  on, or eloso to , the 
sum m it o f  a pass. W ith, the h e lp  o f the in d ica tion s o f  th e  C hron icle , X w as able 
t o  id en tify  the site  o f  th is fort on  the top o f  th e  D ud’ klnit Puss.7

T h e  "Pass is .approached on  the K a t e  side  from  the v a l l e y o f  the B a n d fp o r  
stream , still know n to  the B rahm ans b y  its o ld  name MadhumatZ. A t th e  sm all 
v illa g e  o f  A tavuth  (map ‘ A taw at ’ ) a side v a lley  is entered w h ich  is  narrow  and 
som ew hat d ifficu lt below , but h ig h e r  u p  widens. Its  h ighest portion w h ich  form s 
th e  im m ediate approach  to  th e  Pass, is  an  open  alpine valley ascending very 
g ra d u a lly  w ith  a grassy  slope. T h is  is know n to  the m ountain  shepheids as F jjj@
M a ra . _ . , . .

M a rg  < M nthika. T h e  term  M a rg  w hich den otes any h igh  alpine- g razin g  ground  tioqu cn ted  in  
th e  sum m or b y  herdsm en, is th e  m od em  K asm lr equ ivalent and  direct d eriva tive  ot 
S kr. m a t  h i ha. I t  designated originally the sm all lints o f  stone or wood, usually  
erected  on such h ig h  plateaus ox valleys fo r  th e  shelter of th e  herdsm en.8 I t  is 
p rob a b le  th at V i j j e  M arg represents the P r a jim a t h d c a  w h ich  K a lh an a  m entions 
as th e  position o f  th e  K asm lr forces  during th e ir  unsuccessful siege of the fort .

A s  a ch aracteristic point i t  m a y  be m entioned  that th e  garrison depended  for 
its  w ater-supp ly  on  a store o f  snow. T h is  had^ become, exhausted  .at the late y 
sum m er season w hen  the siege whs made, but, lu ck ily  for the D arad defenders, vv as 
rep laced  by a fresh  fa ll o f  snow . T he latter is  explained b y  the elevation  o f  the 
P ass, w hich I  estim ated  at a b ou t 11,500 feet. H eavy snow -storm s o ften  occu r 
on  th e  n e ig h b ou rin g  Trag"bal P a ss  so early as Septem ber.

F rom  the D ud-’k liut Pass, ail easy track over tile r id ge  m arked 1 K iser  on  the

« See viii, 2710 sqq. ‘ but, Sarai.’ The K * .  derivative of •*» lattf
r For detailed evidence regarding this Idea- term, mar, is still used regularly for the rude 

tion and a description of the site, see note shelter-huts which are found on the higher 
vii. 1171. passes, particularly towards the north.

» Skr. rm th iM  is the diminutive of mat-ha,


