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INTRODUCTION.

i
v

HI8 book has heen written at the request of Lieutenant-Colonel

R. 0. Temple, O.LE,, Chicf Comrmissionef of the Andaman and

Nicobar Islands, who, on assuming that office in August 1894, wasg

_ aﬁxious that the records of the Government relations with the Anda-
manese, which were perishing, with all that had been written about
this interesting race before our ocenpation of their islands, should be
condensed into one work before it was too late,

After giving a description of the Andaman Islands, and of

‘the appearance and customs of the Andamanese, I quote all that has

been written about those islands from the earliest 1imes up to the
date of our first Settlement on them in the last century; and the
present work, if 11615 containing all thatis known, at least has, hetween
two cavers, a larger number of the earlier records than any other; for,
in addition to the assistance afforded me in this direction by Colonel
Yule’s article on the Andau}an Islands in. the ninth edition of the
Eneyolopedia  Britannica, and by Mr. Man’s book, *The .Andaman
Islanders®’ ; copies have been made for me of documen's in the
libraries of the India Oﬂge, a‘,ﬂ the British Museum, and of the Home
Department of the Government of India, in Caleutta.

1 then include all that ean be discovered regarding our ocev pation
of the Andamans from 1789 to 1796, and am indebted to Mr, E. 1L
Man, C.I.E., for a copy of Lieutenant Colebrooke’s little known paper
on the Andamanese, one of the most important extracts in the lmok
the few notices of the Andamans which are found between 17926 and

1887 are then given, including the interesting account of the wrecks
o v
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of the British ships Briton and Runmymede on the Archipelago
Tslands. | | ' .
All tha papers relating to our present oceupation of the Andaraans
are quoted and the circumstances which led up to that occupatmn,
and from 1858 a oontinued history of our relations with the Anda-
manese compiled from the reports of the different Superintendents of
Port/ Blair, and of the Officers in charge of the Andamanese, is written,
with the comments and orders of the Government of India, and the
po}licy laid down by that Government regarding our attitude towards
tlfe aborigines, | |

1 also re-publish such original writings on the Andamanese as
have hitherto been considered of weight, and have guided scientific
" quthors in the ¢onclusions they have formed regarding this people.

Where possible, I have lef; each official tell his own story in his
own words, by quoting the records n extenso, correcting in notes
~ statements or conclusions which subsequent experience has shown to
' be erroneous; in the chapters regarding my own administration of the

Andamanese, particularly of the Little Andaman, I have, in order to

avoid the invelved diction which would have occurred had I written
- of myself in the third person, and noted on my remarks in the first
person, used the first person throughout at therisk of an accusation of
egotism, but T have been so intimately assecmted with the Anda-
manese and their administration for the past sixteen years, that it
would have been difficult to write otherwise.

Where I have criticised the work of others I hope that my
criticisms may be taken in the spirit in which they were written ;
viz., an angiety that the public should know the exact truth, so far-as
it can be learnt, regarding a race which will shortly be extinet,

With that object a series of works, of which this is one, is heing
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wntt;en by the direction of the Trustees of ‘bht;r British Museum, and
‘this series is to contain a photographic reomd of the Andamanese in
_every action of their lives; comparative voeabularies of the dmlects'
spoken by the, with specimens of their tiiles, legends, songs, ete. ; .
and a general answer to the questions put in ¢ Notes and Querics on

Anthropology.”

Much pf this work is well in hand, and when finished will he
presented to the public through the British Museura and the Govern-
ment of India. '

For the asalslance which has been, given me, without which
the above-mentmned work could not have been undertaken; I have to

~express my thanks to Sir A. Wollaston Frarks, K.C.B,, a Trustes of
the British Museum, and to Mr. C. H. Read of the British Museum ;
to the Secretary of State for India, who issﬁed an order that I was to
receive all reasonable facilities for the undertaking; to successive
Viceroys of India, and other officials of high ranii in India, who have
jssned similar orders, aud countenanced and encouraged the work,
more especially to the Marquess of Lansdowne, K.G., and to Mr.J. P.
Hewett, C.I.E, Sccretary to the Govertment of India, in the Home
Lepartment; and to Colonel T. Cadell, V.C.; late Chief Commis-
cioner of the Andaman and Nicobar ]slands, who had given me all
possible aid, official and private, had personally taken an inferest in
the work, and had shown me much kindness when difficulties occurred.

After T took charge of the Andamariese in 1879, I had the advan-
tage of discussing many matters in conneefion with them, and the
general administration of the Settlement of Port Blair in the early

. days, with Mr. J. N. Homfray, who had been in Port Blair from 1858
until his death there in 1883. '
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(7 Dy, Rink's remarks =My, R D. Oldham’s remarks--Notas on the snbaidence of the.
Tulands ~«Dr, Prain’s remarks-—Narcondam —Barron Inland~~Piracied, and kidnap-

. ping of the Andamanese for slaves, by the Malays—The Harbours of the

(1 Andumang-~The olimate of the Andamans—Seasons—~Andaninn Forests—-Ting

W e Awiw!&nﬁﬁﬁﬁ"“"'?hm"? of a Nogrito popalation in a now s'nbmergc-d Fropical
continent— Remnants of the Negrito race ~~Numbers of the Andamanens ab the time

of onr occupation of the Telands in 1858 —~The Kitchen-Mid lons in the Acda-

Vi '\mmﬂﬂ-aéLagtg'n-ds' of the Andamanvee ‘;'eg‘a,rdi.ll [ g the H-‘ntil]‘[lity of the mc'&'—_-‘-VieWB of

the Malays aboub the Andamandse, and their name  for the Islands and poople-—

Tdentity of the Andamanese with the Hanumfns of the Rémaysna,

Tar Andaman Islands e in the Bay of Bongal, between the
10th and 14th Parallels of North Latituds, and betweon tho 92nd
and 94th Meridians of BEast Longitude . The Group of lIslands is
divided into the Great and Little Andaman, the former being sub-
divided into the North, Middle, and South Andaman, with the out-
lying Islands of Landfall, Interview, Rutland, and the North and
South Sentinet ; the Archipelago, and Labgrinth Groups. Includ-
ing all the small TIslets, however, there are 904 Islands in the

i Andsmans. 0 | AL |
i The Great Andaman, from Cape Price, the North end of the
North Andaman, to the South end of Rutland Island, is 155 miles in
. length, and mowhere more than 18 miles in breadth. The Little
" Andaman, 261 miles by 16, lies 31 miles south of Rutland Island,
the entire length of the Groun being 219 miles,

b
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The Great Andaman Islands ave hilly, viging in the North
Andaman to 2,400 feet, in tho M;ddle Andaman to 1,678 feet, and in
the South Andaman to 1,610 feet.  Numerous creeks intersect the
Islands, and there 'are  three' Sfraits, Homhay, Middle, « and
Mag¢Pherson’ 8y ‘which are nawgahle Eor wswls of less than twelve
feet dranght. . |

Eighteen miles to rha wostward of the douth Andaman is the
North Sautuml Island, and 886 miles south’ of that is the South
Sentinel. '

_ About 70 miles to  the e‘:astvmrd of the Andamans lie the

Tsland of Narcondam, opposita the North Andaman, and Barren
island opposite the Middle Andaman. These belong to the Andaman
Groap.

(Feologists are of opinion that the Andamans ave a continuation
of i the Arracan Yomah. The older rocks are probably oldest Tertiary
or late Oretaceous, though their exact age cannot be told on account
of the absonce of fossils. These rocks appear again in precisely the
syme form in the Nias Islands on the west coast of Sumatra. -

The mnewer, or Argmpe]ago rocks, contain Badml.a.ma.ns and
_Fnrarmm{em, and ave upper Tertiary. These rocks occur again in
the Nieobars, and in the main body of the island of Sumatra. .

. Mhe Sentinel islands ave also of this formation, with a super-
stratum of coral, '

Mhere is o good deal of serpentine rock in the Islands, and
jusper, ‘chromite, and copper and iron pyrites aro found also small |

pockets of cosl,
Rink remarks, with regard to the newer rocks :

¢ The extrome uniformity of the strata indicates that these. -
masses were deposited on the bottom of a quiet sea, prohably not
far from the mouth of a large river. There is not a trace to be found
of local canses by which fragments of foreign rocks could have been
pronght into these deposits. The patches of coal have been derived
from drift-wood whieh was deposited with the clay ‘and sand.”’

With regard to certain formationsin the sandstone cliffs, which
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' may be seen at Porb Gampttell, on the West coast of the South Anda-
ﬁ_;a_,n, and at Redskin Island in the Labyrinth Gx'-'oup’-, he states 1=
¢ Some spheroidal masses seen sticking ont/of the clifls, or r_egu-

Larly artanged in liney, are remarkable, They epnsist of & much harder
substance than the groater pavt of the sandstone, This imbedded .
end more solid sandstone is identical in eomposition with the main
1nass, diffeving only by tho caleareous cament bping present in a
Ii'-‘.arge}" quentity.  This forms in some places round masses four feet in
!"dia;meter;- and hocause they resist deecomposition longer, they protrude
['i_n-'th'e most varied forms out of the cliffs, and anve strewed over the
shore indicating the former place of the rock.

| _ | % One might, at first sight, suppose that these imbedded masses
‘*lare, Or_y_."" account of their rounded form, pebbles of a F:-areigu rock, but
‘$heir composition shows that they have a similar origin with the rest
I. of “he sandstone, the only difference being that the caleareous matter,
‘which pervades the whole mass, has been concenirated at certain
points. The rounded form, moreover, could mnot be due to rolling
abyut, for the concentrically laminar structure clogrly shows that
thair exterior form is connected with their internal arfangoment.’

My, R, D, Oldham states in ‘¢ Notes on the Feology of the
Andaman Islands ”’ i— 3
« T pan only distinguish with certainty two sedimentary forma-
“tions in the Andaman Islands, which 1 propose fto call the Port
Blair, and Archipelago saries, respectively. o
« The Port Blair series consists principally of firm grey sandstone
\nd inter-bedded slaty shales, not nunfrequently containing nests of
soaly matter, and, ocoasionally, beds of conglomerate and pale grey
Jimestone as subsidiary members. The sandstone is the characteristic
rock of the series, it is generally, if not always, non-calcareous, and is
easily recognized, where exposed between tidemarks, by its peouliar
' mode of weathering : owing to irregular distribation of the cement-
ing material, bosses of harder stone ave left standing np above the
general level of the rock, and these bosses are invariably irregularly

honey-combed by the solvent action of the sea water, '»
B2
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« 1n several places T found red and green jaspery beds very similar

to what cecur in Manipur and Burma, but I was unable to determine

whother any of these belonged to an older saries or not. In pavt at least,
they seem, 10 belong to the same s_eries' as the sandstones and shales, in
the midst of whizh thay m:i,y_ be found croppi_ng out, but it is by no
means impossible that some of ‘them helong toan older series, for,
on the east coist of the Seubh Andaman, close to the boundaries
of the  serpentine, southof Shoal Bay, I found g |
clomerate containing pebbles of similar jaspery rock ; it is of course
possible that thisonglomerate 1s newer than the sandstone, but the

fact that, though found elose to the serpentine it contains no pebbles =

of that rock, indicates thatif is probably of eavlier date than the
serpentine intrusions, and consequently probably of the same age as
the Port Blair series. '

¢ On Tntry Tsland, and agaitl in a small bay, not marked on the
Marine chart, immediately sout h of Port Meadows, T found beds of
voleanic origin, In the middle of the small bay just mentioned, a

square rock composed of a hreceia of pale green felsite, cemenled by &

matiix of felsitic ‘ash, stands jount of the water, and on. Eﬁti-y Island,
among & sevies of rocks -indu.rat@rd and contorted so as to baffle des-
oription, there are 'some beds full of angular iragments, and
apparently of voleanie origin, The age of these it is dificult to
dotermine ; they seom to pass morthvards into beds among which
jaspery slate and limestone are to be found, and at the nerthern

estremity of the island there is sorae intrusive serpentine, hut at the

southern  end of the island near the top of the section, if I read it

aright, T found in a bed of sandstone an isolated bouldor, abouta foot

long, of a serpentinous rock, evidently derived from the serpentine
intrusion. On the whole, it is probable that these are of later date
than the Port Blair sandstones, s e ]

“ The newer series, which I have ealled the Archipélag'o._series, a8
the whole of the islands of the Archipelago arve formed by it, consists
typically of soft limestones formod of coral and shell sand, soft cal-
eareous sandstones and soft white clays, with occasionally a band of

veat, banks of con- .
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.'."{conglomerata, th& pebbles of whwh geem omgmally to have heen coraln vk

" though mo structure is now discermble. i Thase heds seom {0 onver a.

la.rwe arca in the Anda,ma.ns.

: - With 'renrard to the Cingue Islands, the formatwn of Whtch |
. pesembles that of Rutland Island, the South-east coast of the South
‘Andaraan, and part of the Hast coast of the Middle Andaman. he

 states :

p: ’I‘ha CUingue ]‘qh nds consist principally of intrusive rock of the
serpantme geries, but therve are also some metamorphosed and
indurated sedimentary beds ; of these, some are siliceous, but for the

_ most part they ave calearcous, the most remarkable form being a
\ gree:n chloritic oaleite or serpentinous mabrix with numerous granules
of cry stalline ocalcite seattered through it; the rvounded outlines of
these granules seen. to ba dus to attrition, and the erystallive struc-
ture to subsequent metamorphism, These rocks did not seem to me. to
pelong to the Port Bliir, but to the Archipelago series, and ab the

first blush it would seem as if they had been metamorphosed by the
intrusion of the serpaatine ; fortunately, however, at one or (wo
places, and more specially on the eastern face of the southern island,
olose  to its northern ond, there are exposures of a conglomeratic bed,
in which the pebbles are of serpentino, and the matrix is ﬁnegfmnmj_
and very serpentinous. This conglomerate, both from its position and
induration, belongs to the same series as the other ‘sedimentary
rocks of the island, and proves that they are of later date than the
serpentine intrusion, and that in all probahlhty their metamprphism

i« due to the contortion they have locally undergone. The conglomer-
ate just mentioned is a curious bed, not of the type commonly known
as conglomerate, but exhibits that structure, usually considered die
to the action of floating ice, which is seen in the boulder bed of the
Malehirs, or the Blaini conglomerate of the Himalayas. The majrix
is, or rather was, originally, a fine mud or clay, and through it the
pebbles are scattered, not touching each other, but each isolated in
th@ matrix, i

¢ Ap regards the intrusive rooks of the Andamans, I have littly

; | 105
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to say ; they are similar to those of Mamlpur and Burma. to the
north, and of the Nicobars to the south, and, as far as I could Judge
from the manner of their occurrence, of eertmnly later da,te than the
Port Blair series, the only section which  seeras to throw any doubt
on bthis eonclusmn being the sandstones on brag *"y Island. I.liave' i
followed my predocestors in calling these rooks harpenhna, that b'ei'uf'r' iy
the most prominent or remarkable form which they tmk@, but; they
not unfrequently pass info crystal]me diorite or ga.bbro

“ Ty tracing the Andaman rocks northwards to Buﬂtma, we have
Jittle difficulty in identifying the Port Blair series Wlﬂ!u the Negrais
rocks of Theobald. Not only do they resemble each - other in the
petrographical features and relative proportions of their individual
members, but the peeuliar mode of weathering, where exposed  be-
tween tidemarks, which 1 have remarked in the former, is matched
by the sandstones of the Negrais Group, which haye been desoribed
as usually presenting, when seen on. the sea heach, a ¢ honey-combed
or ocancellated appearance, the result of a pecuimr mode of

weathering.’
B quortunmtel v, the age of the Negrais rocks cannot be deter.

mined with accuracy, but they are believed to underlie and bLe
associated with some beds of known nummulitic age, so that we may
class the Port Blair rocks as Focene or slightly older.

“ Thus, whatever line we follow, we are brought up te the same
conclusion, t¢z., that the Port Blair series is probably of early
tertiary, or possibly late cretaceous age, and by tracing them south
wards, we find that the rocks of the Archipelago series arve probably
of Miocene age Or eyen newer,

# Since the publication of Kurz’s Beport on the vegeta,tlon of
the Andamang, it has been an accepted fact that the Andaman Islands
are, and have been, during recent times, undergoing subsidence, It
was diffioult to conceive how this conld be the case, for the Axracan
coast to the north and the Nicobar Islands to the south, between
which the Andamans form the connecting link, are both fringed by
raised beaches which show that they have recently been elevated, but
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. the observations recorded by Mr, Kurz wero so unauswerable that
they were allowed to override the argument from analogy. Mr.
Kurz's conclusions were based prineipally on the fact that he found -
the stumps of trees, helonging to species which only grow above

' high-water mark and beyond the veach of salt water, in the

mangrove swamps and on the sea shora, while, as corroborative

ovidence, he addnees the faots that, according to the Report of the
. Andaman. Committee, the sea bad encroached some 40 or 50 feet
since the first settlement on Chatham, Island, Port Cornwallis ; and
that ¢ Lientenant Jameson of Chatham Tsland has informed me that a
 gimilar oneroachment of the sea is taking place at that island io
' Port Blair.” -As regards the latter point, there is no evidence that the
. ¢ enoroachment’ of the sea ab Port Cornwallis was due to subsidence,
_ and, as far as can he judged by the lithograph in the Report of the
A‘hda_m}m Commities, and the wood-eut in Dr. Mouat’s book, hoth
 'taken from a photograph, I should be inclined fto look upon it as &
~ case of encroachment by ‘erosion. of the sea shore and mnot by sub-

sidence. The evidence of the trees is, however, alniost conclusive,

for the only explanation possible, apart from an outward set of the
soil towards the sea, such as is known fo take place under certain
aireumstances, is that the land is sinking, and I can myself produce
an observation which supports fthis conclusion. The large bay on
the north-east coast of Havelock Isiand is for the most part fringed
with low-lying land, next to the beach this rises some 4 or & feet
above high-water mark, but in many places behind this it sinks to
forma hollow, and then rises again to the same level as the outer
ridge, or rather higher. The whole of this low land is covered with
forest, hut, wherever there is one of the holloyws just menfioned, there
the forest trees are all dead, and the soil is offen moist with salf
water ;  the soil of these low-lying patches must have once hoon
dry, like that where the forest is still growing, and the uniformity in
size of the dead and the living trees shows that in all probability
soveral generations have lived and died on rise and in hollow alike,
until, as the land gradually subsided, the sea water rose in the soil of
the hollows and the trees succumbed to its fatal imfluence.



8 (A A msmrmr or ocru R-:um\.TIONﬁ

Ll

NIt U N e ...'_.4.4_ : . b
. ......____..h_.,..__..._.._..,,.. ¥ il

“'We ma y, theref@m take it as proved that the A.udam%ns a.re &t' I
the present day eradually, mukxng, but. there is ample evidence in the
raised heaches that fringe the shores of Hm Andamans, that I the
iminediate pnst elevation has ameﬂdcd Sub’ﬂdi}uce, MR R
“There is not wautmtv evidence th ab thp clepresmon of f}hs}' il
Tslands, which is going on at the proseut time, has but re{,ontly c(}m».': ;
mencod, for the Kltchﬂn- Middens of the Andamanese are in pmitlonﬂ:_" _
where o very slwht SHbHLdmlCU \w;ultl submerge the'n, and the time
that th_@y reprosent may be undorsfood by the section of one which I

oxanined near Port Mouat ;| it was twelvo  feet in Mm,knegs in the

. centre, and in this there was a bed ong foot six inches thick of
Veget: wble mou]d with shiells soattered ihmumh 1t,§ marking a period
wlmn generations of shrabs and plants must  have lived and  died

while the. Midden was abandoned, or only oecasionally mcuted This
was doultless started on a rosk rising among the ma,no'roww, i
eradually estended on to the mud ; and itis a noteworthy fact that
'tue surls 1ce of the mud under the shells does mnot appreciably diffor
£rom tho general level of the mud outside. Tt shows that at a time
Whﬁﬂpmb&"&b‘y nob one-sixteenth of the present bulk of the Midden
had (LGGU.]]}.HIM i, the level of the mangrove Swamps was very mearly
what it is now.  Had tha soil surronnding the rock on which the Mid-
don was started been well cloar of tha influence of the tides, it would
eortainly not have supporteda growth of mangrove, and, so far as my
experience has shown me, would consoquently have been of a vory
different, character to what isactually found, while, had the surface of
" thia mangrove swanp stood mueh li.a\‘vl-:--r tlrm what it now is, the"mud
would cortaiuly have risen above what is the base of the I{Jtclmu~
Midden in itsearlier stawas ; n other words, the surface of the ma,ngrove_'
swamp was then' very nearly o the highest level it could reach, and
as this was limited by the height to wiich the tides rise, it shows that
during the time represented by the formation of this Midden—a period
which must be measarerl by centuries, if not by tens of centumeswthe
land has not appreciably altoved ity level relatwely to the sea,”’

“Additional evidence nof the present -gsuhe;lde_r_tce of the Andamin




'Is:_l.and,s can be obtained : at Eang_uéhéng, on the
- South Andaman, about seven miles south of Port Blair, where the
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east coast 'of the

land inside the sea beaoch, to the south of the month of the creek, is
slowly sinking, and forest trees are dying from the advent of the sea

- water and giving plice to mangroves ; at the North ond of tho Little

Andaman, whera the foreshore is strewn with dead tree trunks with
1o traco of the soil in which theic roots formerly stood ; at the North
end of the North Sentinel Island ; and at the N orth end of the
North Andaman, where it is very warked. The subsidence appears

to be g’i‘eatel' on the east coast than on the west.

Xt is an interesting fact that the soundings rocorded s hundred

years ago by Lieutenant Blair’s survey of the Middle Straits, Port
 Qornwallis, and Port Meadows, remain the same at the present day,

't A remarkable feature of the Andaman Group are the out-

- lyivg Islands of Narcondam and Barren Island,

Of these Dr. Prain states :— |
“These voleanic peaks are a continuation northwards of the

" Surda range of volewnoss ; and the Sunda rangoe itself is but a sec-

tion of the volsanic system that extends from the Andss, throu gh the
Rocky Mountdins, the Aleutian and Kurile Islands, Khamschatka,
Jaypan, the Philippines, Flores, Sumbawa, Java and Sumatra, to these
very spots, and beyond them to the isolated extinet voleanoes in
Burma about Pagan.

“ Whenever a continenial area (and suech an area includes not
mprely part of a continent, but any adjacent islands with shallow
soundings) rises out of the deep sea, you find (mot/ on the edge, hut
i'ﬁliﬂﬁdiatﬂly behind it, on the continental side that is) a line of
voleanoes, due, doubtless, to the wrenching and dislocation of the

earth’s erust at the sharp bend that must accompany the shearing,

Sometimes, as in America, you do not find & sea hehind the ridge

' that marks the edge of the continental aress, bub oftener, as in the

Kurile Sea, the Sea of Japan, and the Andaman Sea, you do find
such nsea ; the only thing about the Andaman one Is that the :
ridge has not shoved itself so far up ue in the case of J apan or Java,

and so we find that the edge is sub-terial, but the place behind i
3 : 5
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wheve the voleanoes spous up, is submarme, anrl therufore only the. |
cones of the volcanoes, and not the ridge to Whth they belonz,, has '
got above the surface. i ri | g :

« But while Narcondam and B&rrc‘n Island belonﬁ' to ’rhe same
vstmu ag the Sumatra voleanoes, they almost certanuy never were
connected originally  with Sumatra. The sed is too deep for any
such thing fo have bean possible. 1f is a recognmd truth that there
is no evidence for, but every reason for deciding against the idea that
any land (other than an isolated voleanic peak) has ever risen or
sunk more than 200 fathoras. Very 'likely 10'0' is ‘more of a just
estimate, and aven that can tave been buf rare.

De. Prain also adds, in another letter

s Narcondam is one of the Pegu Group of voleanoes, and Barren
Tsland is one of the Sunda Group. These two thus give ts the loca-
lity where the two groups approach mnst closely. They may be
sub-divisions of the same Group.™

Imandam Island is a lofty peak rising 2,330 feet above the sea
from out of deep water. It is 24 miles long by 13 mile wide, is vn-
inkabited, and has neyer been visited by the Andamanese. The name
is probably of Malay, and not of direct Sanskrit orlgm, as has been
ofter. supposed.

The supposed Sanskrit derivation, “ Narak-kund,™ would give
the meaning of the name to be ¢ Pit of Hell,” which, having been
accepted, caused much confusion, owing to the difficulty of reconciling
it with Narcondam which is merely an upheaved peak of voleanic
origin, when it is obviously more apphwble to Barren Island, a former
active voleano,

Barren Tsland is a now quiescent voleano rising from deep water
to a height of 1,150 fect above the sea. It is circular in form, with a
diameter of about two miles, |

It was lash seen in o state of aetive eruptmn in 1803, and the
erater is now choked and cold. A thin column of steam issues from
a sulphnr bed on the side of the cone, nea!\ the top, and a hot spring
at the base gives an average temperature of 107° Fahrenlieit,
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‘When in eruption the flames could bave been seen from Qutram

'ay_nd Tawrence Islands in the Andaman Archipelago, and on a very

¢lear day the Island is visible from the top of Mount Harriet in the/

South Andaman. Some have suggested that the Andamanese, who
are unable to make fire, procured their fire from this voleano, but I
do not consider this to he likely as they would be much afraid of the
voleano, would not venture so far to sen in any case, and woald cer-
tainly not approach an island they dreaded. They distinctly state
that they have never in any former period visited the island, and
. there is no mention of it in any of their legends, So imiportant an
object as an active volecano would sca.rc-ely have been ‘omitted had
they ever visited it.

As the physical features of the Andaman Islanis have s con-
siderable hearing on the habits of the Andamanoese, and the conduct
of our policy towards them, I will endeavour to deseribe them in so
far as is relavant.

Of the shores ono might say, in general terms ; steep-to, with
deep water, on the east coast ; shallow waftor and funwmﬂ' reef on
the west coast, :

On either coast a heavy surf beats, according to which monsoon
may be blowing, and landing would be difficult were it not for the
numerous straits and cresks, and the excellent harbours.

These latter are so important a feature of the Andaman Group
that I will enumerate them at some length.

They were formerly, no doubt, for ordinary vessels, the only
attraction in these islands, for shelter in bad weather could be
obtained, and supplies of wood and water could be procured. Thera
could have been no trading with the aborigines, and there are no
mineral or other valuables to be obtaiuned.

The Andamans were undoubtedly, however, a head-quarters for
Malay pirates, the many well-sheltered harbours, with big creeks
running off them for miles inland, affording huhn;, places and shelter

at all times of the year. Sharks® fing, edible birds’ ‘nests, and trepang
could have been eollected, if'indeed there was then a trade in these

articles, also tortoise-shell.
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But of more importauee: to the .Ma'.iaymj' Was. the central poéln
tion of the Islands, so far handier for molesting the trade of the Bay

of Bengal than the M&lay Penmsula, also. which has been ascer-

tained beyond doubt, the considerable t*mde which was done in

Andamanese slaves, Many of these wers supplied to the Raja of
Kedah, part of whose tribute to the King of S8iam. consisted of these

slaves, who up to so late as 1860 are known to hams been at the

 Biamese Court, __

| The Harbours in the Andaman Islands are :—

On the Bast coast—

NORTH ANDAMAN.—Cadell Ba.y : aﬁordmg shelter in the
south-west monsoon only.

The Table Island Group; also affording ahelter in the south-west
monsoon only,

Port Cornwallis; a magnificant ha,rbour, edmple‘tﬂlv sheltered
in all weathers,

Stewart's Sound ; & fine harbour in whleh complete shelter can
always he obtained.

(A boat passage flom here to Interwew Island, oalled Austen
Strait, exists.) |

MIDDLE ANDAMAN —There is shelter in both monsoons
to be obtained inside the south end of Long Isiand.

Homfray Strait and Middle Strait both afford shelter for
vessels of light dranght, and excellent passages to the West coast
with many hiding places.

| (These paits are known to have been favourite lurking plaoes of
 the Malays.)

80UTH ANDAMAN.—Port. Meadows ; a very good well-shel-
tered harbour.

Kyd Island, with the ]arge, many-branched creek mnnmg ta
the southward, affords a shelter for small vessels, and a convenient
mode of access tothe interior of the South Andaman,

Port Blair; a well known and magnificent harbour,
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MacPherar’m’a:Stra;it, which is both a harbour and shelter at all
times of the year ; and a convenient passago to the West coast. |

RUTLAND ISLAND.—Portman Harbour affords a shelter in |

the south-west monsoon only,

On the West coast—

NORTH ANDAMAN.—Shelter can be obtained in both
monsoons between Paget Island and the mainland.

The long and completely sheltered strotch of water botwoen
Tnterview Island and the mainland affords hoth harbour and hid-
ing places. |

MIDDLE ANDAMAN —Kwangtung Harbour, at the western
" mouth of Middle and Homfray Straits, is woll sheltered and capa-
cious. It is most convenient as a head-quarters for trallic, ete,
through these Straits.

SOUTHL ANDAMAN.—Port Campbell is a good and capacious
harbour, but with an intricate and dangerous entrance.

The Labyrinth Islands afford numbers of well-sheltered anchor-
ages and hiding places.

IN THE ARCHIPELAGO ISLAN DS.-~On the eastorn coast
gshelter can be obtained in Chdrka-Juru, Kwangtung Strait, and
Tddma-Jirn.

AT THE LITTLE ANDAMAN.—With the exception of Hut
Bay on the East coast, which affords a certain amount of shelter in
the south-west monsoon, there are no harbours; yet it is worthy of
notice that, in this island, there are more fraces of Malay or other
foreign influsnce among the aborigines, than in the others.

Few groups of islands can show, withinsuch a small area, a
gimilar number of really fine harbours.

The climate of fhe Andamans is equable, the mean average
temperature being 84° Fahrenheit, and the average diurnal variation
10° Fahrenheit.

The yearly average rainfall is over 100 mohea, and it ra,ms on
half the whole numper of days in fhe year,

4l

i
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Nervous di' pression and dyapapsxa, mala.rmm bronchial and
lang complmnth. and rheumatlsm, arg the most common diseases
among the Abon'rmes as ref ulta,nfs of the chmate.

'l‘he Seasons L@~

The South-we vt Moneo( T and rainy season, l%qtmg frnm a,bout the
20th of April to thy 20th of October. Breaks of calm, fine weather
oceur during this spason, and usually ab the close of it a long break
often of three weeks in duralion occurs, when the sea is glassy calm.

After the 20th of Octoler variable winds and heavy gales (often
oyclones), usher in tho Nortl-east Monsoon, which may commence
by the 10th of Novemoer, - o

Sometimes the months of November and December are dry with
high winds, but more general!v a good deal of rain aceompanies the
North-east wind in these morths, and heavy South.east gales have
been experionced in the first 1veek of December and oven later.

After the 1st of Janunry | he rain almast ceases, the foree of the
Monsoon declines, and uotil the middle of April there are lmht wmds,
fine weather, and a-faivly calm sea.

The whole of the Islands ars covered with an extremely dense
jungle, reaching to the sea-shoy~, and, owing to the thick under-
growth of ocanes, ete., it iz in plces impassable even to the Aborigines.
Only on the North Sentinel and Brothers Islandsis the jungle at all
open. and free from undergrowt i

Mangrove swamps are of co urse common and extensive, |

The trees are lofty, and ¢ ten covered with gicantic climbing
planfs, which hang from the suramits in festoons, The ftypical tree
is Dipterocarpus lwevis, and the j :incipal trees of which wuse is made
by the Andamanese ave the Mangrove, Padouk, Melochia velu-
tina, some of the Stercu]mucm, Bombax insigne; Areca laxa, Pan-
danus, Bambusa, Anadendron paaiculatum, with some others.

PFruits are gathered from me ny of the forest trees, and others have
medicinal viitues assigned by tho Andamanese to their leaves,

There are six spocies of edib/e roots, or yams, and many palmts

No coconuts exist, the reason probably being that the
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I.Andamz.méqe.éat up the mj'Ol'ity whaeh are washed on the éhorc,
and tha]ungle pigs account for the remamder rooting up and eah--_:

ing the sprouting nuts. |
Only those who know the Andamanese can appreciate how

closely they scan the shore in search of food, and how liftle likely it ig |

that such a prize as a coconut would escape their eyes. Moreover,

when the Islands were thickly peopled, before our advent, and each

tribe had to keep to its own country, not a yard of the entire consts
line but was explored weekly by parties in search of food.

Muoh of the scenery of the Andaroan Islands is of great beauty,
hut this does not in the least appeal to the eye of the Aboriginal,

The sea round the Islands swarms with fish and turtle, quantities
of shell-fish, including the huge Tridacna, are to be found on the
yeefs, and at no time could an absolute scarcity of food have been
~ experienced. '

In the interior, while there are ne big game, or any dangerons
beas‘ca of prey, there ave numbers of & small variety of pig, the jungle
cat (Paradoxurus andamanensis), and flying foxes; fish and
prawns in the fresh-water streams; the big water lizard, honey,
fruits, roots, seeds, and last, but by no means least in the estimation
of the Andamanese, grubs, give a full and varied dietary.

We have now to consider the Andamanese themselves. :

It has been shown that, at some remote period, the Andiman
Islands were ]omedto(}ape Negrais, through the present P{bl)ar:s
and Coco Islands, and were thus part of the mainland of Asia.

. A Negrito race then existed over an enormous extent of cou ntrv,
remna.nts being now found pure in the Andamans, and until recently
in the now extinct Tasmanians; mearly pure in the Aétas of the
Philippines, which islands were probably at that time attached to the
same mainland as the Andamans; and in the S8emangs of the Malay
Peninsula; and there are traces of Negrito blood in some of the

Kolarian races of Indin. 1% is a question for consideration whether:
the Bushmen, the dwarf tribes in the Congo Forest, and other .

Negrito-African tribes, are not part of the same race, the very wide
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distribution of ¢ hwh, in hltherto unsuapected parts, is now being
recognised, '

Customs sumlar to those of the Andamanese are to he féund
among the people on the islands on the west of Torres Straits, and
possibly the Papnans and other Melanesian races are N egritos erossed
with the Malayan or Poh nesian type,

This Negrito race has bheen exterminated elsawhere by higher
types, but before this extermination took place land o communication
with Aaxracan was cut off by subsidence and the Andamans became
islands, Since this occurrense the | Andamanese a.bor'lo'lnm ]
lave remained, as we found thom on our occupation of the
islands in 1858, a people to themselves, cut off by the nature of the
islinds, and by their own hostility to all strangers, from outside
influences, and preserving their persons and customs as the last pure
remnant of one of the oldest races existing.

The date of the separation of the Andamans from the mainland
of Burma'\cannot be determined, but the years since the occurrence
must be reckoned by thousands, and it is probable that, during all
those years, the population of tha A.ndamans remained. very much
as 1t is ab present.

At the time of our oceupation in 1858 the population of the
Great Andaman might be estimated roughly at 6,000 souls, and
there were possibly 2,000 more people on the Little Andaman.

When we consider that some Andamanese have no children, very
few have more than three, the majority of the children die in
infancy, and the grown-up Andamanese revenges the slightest injury
to his person or property, or even a fancied insult, by a murder, and
also that the tribes were continually at feud with each other, 1
think we may accept the above estlmatecl population to be the
average for many centuries past.

First the Kitchen-Middens of the Andamanese, and then their
Legends, to which less importance can be attached, are theonly data
we have onjwhl(,h to calculate the numbers and antiyuity of the
race.

"
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Aa rega,rds the former. ik tehen- Mtdden is, as a rule, i

ot more than fifty feet.in diameter (though there are some excep-.
tmns) , and on this a Sept of not more than thirty persons would live.
These Middens aro found at what may be considered the head-quarters
of the T ibe or Sept, but they could not be places of permanent babitas
~tion for the following reasons :~The chuanges of the Monsoon, the
| searcity of food (all close to the spot being gradually calen up);
the nomadic disposition of the Aborigines; and above all, the
stench arising from the camp, which in a few  weeks becomes in+
. tolerable. | -_ | N .
) ' 'We must, therefore, allow a sufficient number nf Kitchens
Mfidde:ps for the necessary changes to take place, and there are not a
| very large number of theny to be seen. The layers of soil in them
shaw that the-y wers occamomlly abandoned for many years, and the
 same Mldden, as we koo by ohservation of the present  habits of
- the Andamanesp, is not ro-om_upmd after people have left it until at
least three months have elapsed (indeed, if a death had occurred in the
village on it, the: Andamanese would not return to it for perhaps a
year); the first evidence obtained “from the Middens i 13, therefore,
that the Andamanese were never very numerous,

| The next point is, that the principal Middens show signs of great
age,\ the shells at the base ot some being fossilised, and they average
twelve to fifteen feet in height, nor are there many new, low Middens,
froma which we may argue that no great incréase has taken place in
the numbers of the people.

The third point which an examlnatlon of these Mlddens proves
18, tha,t, as the Andamanese raLce are now, so thcy were ages ago when
first the Middens were commenced Although different layers of
shells in the Middens show mus whore the diet has slightly changed,
certain oysters, for emmple, heing at one period much in vogue and
‘at another time entirely avoided, yot cven among the f(}C}S‘L[]Sed shells
" at the base of the Middens we find fhe same refuse, and the s

| ame
'broken bits of pottery, as we find strewn on the surface to-day,

We will now consider what light the Legends of the 'Andam'anesg *

| D
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throw on their orizin. Qomparing those of different tribes, and
stripping them of tlieir supernatural addxtmns, we arrive ab this. _
All Andamanese tradition dates back to some great cataclysm.*

which submerged a greater part of the land The Andamanese say

that hefore this calaclysm they were all one tribe, and spoke the
same language, but that after it the survivors hecame sepm-afed into

tribes, their languages gradually differed wuntil at last they hecame
mubually unintelligible as at present, and thay point to ecerfain very
ancient KitohenMiddens, now having their bases on the sea level, as
having been then commenced on the spots to which the a.urvwors
repaired, | | -

They say that before the eataclysm the places Where these

Middem now are were high up on mountains, and that no ene would
have made permanent eamps there then. |

1t is quite possible that this tradition may be an account of what_
ogourred when, by subsidence, the Andamans were cut off from the -
mainland of Arracan, and though geologists arve slow to allow of sud-
den convulsions, yet it is cortain that the subsidence, whether sudden
or gradual, did actually take place. A general gradual subsidence,
ending in a severe earthquake which lowered a large tract of land a
few feet, and thns saubmerged a eom1dara,ble area, might be suflicient
to account for the tradltmn.

It is curious that, though there are no wild beagts larger than a
pig at the Andamans now (excepting 1ep1 iles and marine mammals),
the Andamanese state that large and fierce heasts, as well as many
aborigines, were deowned in the cataclysia ; and, even in the Little
Andaman the people have names for animals which they wannot des-
cribe, but evidently have traditions of.

It is also scarcely probahle that, with "Burma and the Malay Pe-
ninsuls so full of big game, none should have strayed on to the Anda-

- mans when they were attached to the mainland, ' :
Whatever value we may attach to theae lquends, however one
thing seems certain, viz., that the Andamanese have inhabited these
islands in their present state for a period which-canl]‘._lonlybe - considered
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. The followmg meldent will show how the And&m&neae 'are res

il ga.rded by the Ma.layb, who, as I have said, knew morg of them than

_ any other persons previous to our occupatlon

‘When visiting Penang in 1885 with thirteen Andamanese, T was

mobbed in tho stroets by the Malays who called to their friends fto
come ﬂ.ﬂd see the *‘ Handumdns,””
. Now muoh scientific energy, and no little mgemmy, has been ex-
'_pended in endeavourmg to Lmd out th(; origin of the word “ Anda-
~man,’” ) -
i 'dﬂdamrmam (t;he Worcl died by Waros 1’010), bemg cohe

o mder{d t&_h be an Arabic (obhque) I)ml sugmfymg “ The Two Anda-

mand 3yl

. .Alsof Ptolemy 8 Insulae Bonm Fortunm * ‘Ayabod Safmovos |
-'m;a'dx was suspecte,d of having been converted into Agdaman, Angas/

man| and ultimately dndaman. Dhe name is, however, not dlstmcbly

it reecmded before the 9th century.

WPhe Hon'ble W. E. Maxwell, a well-known Malay scholay, who
 happened to be at Penang when I was there and’ to whom I ren-
‘tioned the matter, out the Gordian kmot at onde by saying o that the
Malays had known, and slaved at,the Andamans frq«m time immeyiorial ;

' that they looked on the Andamanese, (who were also known as © the

Bakshasas ') as the Hanumdns mentioned in the RAmdbysna, and
had consequently called the Group, the Islands of the Hanumédns (or
Handumgns as they pronounce the word) hence &ndama.v Islands as
we know them. | RS

The history of the Malays amply aucounfs for thca number and
variety of foreign ingredients in their language. Hindus appesatr to
have settled in Sumatra and Java as early as the 4th century of our
era, and to have continued to exorcise sway over the native popula-
tions for many centuries. These received frém them into their lan-
guage a large number of Banskrit ‘terms from which we can infer the
nature of the eivilising influence imported by thie Hindu rulers,

o —— B b A ki, E

# The lato Sir W. Maxyell, Goyernor of the Gold Conat.
' 3 p3

2 '
s

"

R fby thousands af yaars and they antedate any hlbtory 'or r&aord i
'_""7“preserved among 0ther peexplea. i R A i
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This Sanskrit element forms such, an integral part of the Malay
vocabulary that, in spite of the subsequent infusion of Arabic and
Persian words adopted in the usual course of Mnhammeda,n conquest,_
it has retained its ancient citizenship in the language. |

it is not difficult then to believe that the Andamans for med part
of what was originally known as Rdma’s Bridge, and the Andaman-
eso were thought to be the Ianuméns, the scene being afterwards
chaunged to Palk Straits, though what is now known as Adam’s Bridge
was a continuous isthmus, not broken up into its present form
until 1480.

Todeed, aveordmg to Wllford Hindu legends noticed the remark- |
able chain of islands from Oape N egrais to Achin, and ascub{a it to
Reama who attempted here first to bridge the sea, an enterprise after
wards transferrved to Palle Straits and Ag A&m s Bridge.

The existence of the Andamanese; who were credited with dogs'
{aces and tails (which latter feature was probably derived from the
bushy-tailed waisthelts they wear), will then fully accouut for the
Hanuméng,

Narcondam may also thus he a s1m11ar Malay corruption of some
Banskrit word baving a general or descriptive meaning, though not
nemsnmly the “ Narak ’? hitherto insisted on.

The Orang Laut, or Malay ¢ Bea Giipsies *’ of the English Wnters,
who have always borne &  sufficiently bad reputatlon as pirates and
general evil-doers, were probably the section of the Mala,y people who
had most to o with the Andamans




