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bor’l}yn to look for the castaways from this wreck, but none of them

were to be seen.

The Andamanese had probably murdered them all, and were
wearing the boots themselves for fun,as I have known them do in
more recent wrecks, |

On the 16th Pebruary, 1864, Licutenant-Colonel R. C, Tytler,
who was still officiating as Superintendent of Port Blair in the
place of Major Haughton, on leave, made over charge of that office

to Major Barnet Ford, and proceeded on leave, as his health had

failed during his term of office in the Andamans.

As, during Oolonel Tytler's Superintendentship, My, Corbyn'
first became acquainted with the Andamanese, the Andaman Homes
were founded, and he became the first Officer in charge of them, the
first of his Narratives, with the accompanying letters, is here inserted.

Tetter No. 22, dated the 25th June, 1863, from Lieutenant-
Colonel Tytler, to B. C. Bayley, Bsq, Seovetary to the Government
of India i P HE

Tt is with the greatest pleasure I have now the houor respeot-
fally to veport, for the information of Government, the apparently
great success which has attonded my most ardent wish and desire,
2.y t0 establish npon a safe and permanent base a friendly inter-
course with the aborigines of these inhospitable islands to strangers,
This I trust has now to all appearance baeh fully established with ab

least one, if not two, of the ftribes residing in the vicinity of our

Settlement, notwithstanding the melancholy termination of our
late apparently friendly intercourse which, by the imprudence of some |
of those engaged in if, ended unfortunately in the murder of Pratt of |
the Naval Brigade; the entire circumstances of that melancholy tragedy
have already been submitted to Government. The two prisoners,
Snowball and Jumbo, have been treated with the utmost kindness by |
the raen of the Naval Brigade in charge of whose guard they remained
as prisoners ; but notwithstanding the kindness they received
from these generons-hearfed men, still I perceived that no advance-
ment of importance had or was likely to ensue from a further sojourn
in the Barrack guard, though unquestionably by their lengthened
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stay there they had learnt to appreciate and value our kindness, and |

to a cortain extent confide in our friendship. This in itself was a
great step gained, yet at the same time I deemed it advisable to

adopt other more active and advisable measures to push forward in i
a political point of view that which was likely to be of lasting

benefit to the Settlement, and for all who might by unforeseen
causes be sompelled to visit these unfriendly shores, and attempt the

bhold step, it possible, necessary for civilising these savage people.

I, therefore, after succecding in  inducing the woman known as
Madam Cooper, and a boy, to come over and see Snowball and Jumbo,
thought it prudent and advisable at once to attempt the accomplish.
ment of my sincere desire, I, therefore, caused a house to be built
in an enclosure surrounded on all sides by a bamhoo fence in a well~
inhabited spot on Ross Island; here I placed a guard of conviet
watchmen with instructions to guard rigidly the prisoners that were
now about to be entrusted o their care, but to do s0 in a way not
likely to excite their suspicions, or canse their distrust, -but more to

wait upon them and attend to their wants like servants. /When

these my arrangements were completed, I removed Snowball and
Jumbo, along with the woman and boy, to their new hxp.bltatmn,
which is situated suﬂiclently near my own house, so as to zne imme-
diately nnder my own personal supervision. f

 Bince it was impossible that such an arduous underi;akmg as I
had ventured on could be satisfactorily carried out by the exertions
of one individual, I solicited the Revd. Mr. Corbyn to render
me the aid of his valuable assistance, which he has not only
most willingly and cheerfully afforded, but from hiy gentle and
conciliatory disposition has, I am proud to say, fchievedgreat
success towards the accomplishment of this desirable and important
object so essential for the future welfare in overy way of this
colony.

¢ Since the arrival of the woman and boy, Mr. C‘brbyn has beena
the active means of inducing, from time to time, geveral more of
the aborigines of one, if not two, distant tribes to visit Ross Island
and join their friends. At the time I am now writing this 1etter,

i ; . 2 -l (T | ..!“l . 4 |
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2iz., the z5th of the month, we have no less than 28 of the abori~
gines with us in the enclosure now knewn as the Andaman Tome,
2iz., 11 men, 6 or ' women, the rest are children, one of whom is
- but a little infans in arms. I have increased the number of huts in
the enclosure, and in fact have established a little village of appa-
~ rently confiding savages in the centre of Ross Island. -

*Their Jitherto doeile gonduct and good hehaviour are the
astonislimeyt of all who beliold such a truly marvellous change afte®
our late sad and fatal disaster. In this village (or rather as if is
termed the Andaman Home) they are treated with little or no re
straint /beyond “that which is necessary for their instruction. Here
they may be seen sitting down, some working and méking baskets,
the women sewing clothes, and the two prisoners leaxrning and rvepeate
ing the alphabet of the English language under the guidance of
instructors whom I have appointed. The aborigives appear cheerfui
and confiding, and exhibit no desire toleave us——cu the contrary, they
express great unwillingness to accompany us in our boats for fear of
being taken away and returned to their wilds.

« T attribute the whole of this strange and somewhat niarvellous
change to the management and assistance rendered to me by the
Revd. Mr. Corbyn, who ai my request is miost zealously prose-
cuting and carrying out my views. I sincerely trust those views are
in accordance with the wishes of Government, and that they will
sanction and approve of my conduct, nad also permit me to incur the
slight expense, comparatively speaking, which must necessarily attend
the achievement of such a great object as the civilising of triles of a
savage, barbarous people like those inhabiting the Andamans.

« T ghall endeavour to do so as economically and as reasonably as
possible, and Jope to do so with a sum not exceeding one hundred or
one hundred and fifty rupees a month ; for unless the savages are
treated with every kindness and consideration, as well as satisfied by

a repletion of food, I find that they become morose and dissatisfied,
“hmh it is desirable that in the infancy of my undertaking should
be entirely avoided, sc as to ensure success _und instil in them a liking
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words and sentences, and they have in the same nratio derived

several English words and expressions, a full geecount of which will -

be found in Mr. Corbyn’s report; whwh I have the honcr to
attach. '

The following letter, No, 99, dated 30th June, 1863, was addressed
by Colonel Tytler to Mr. Corbyn =~

“T have the honor to inform you that in my opinion it is most
essential that we should establish, as much as possible, a friendly
intercourse with the aborigives of this island ; and in expressing the
sentiment, I firmly believe it is also strietly in accordance with the

desire and wishes of Government, which now exist, and ever did exist

from the very first commencement of the Settlement. To obtain and
succeed in the attainment of this desirable object, the greatest cau-
tion must be used, so that a system of entire pacificution, and by no
means irritation, should be our course pursued. The aborigines, from
our experience of thew, have proved themselves to be a truly savage,

treacherous, and ungovernable race of people, devoid of civilisation,

in every sense of the word. Knowing then the difficulty we have to
contend with, I have deemed it necessary to publish an order, prohl-

biting everyone from geing over to the North Point, or to any other.

places on the mainland, known to be frequented or constantly
resorted to, by the aborigines, ‘without my special permission; for
notwithstanding, however kindly or well me&nt such visits may. be,
yeb without the most periect caution some slight, unforeseen, and

unintentional event may completely mar and frustrate all my plans.

1, therefore, placing every strict confidence in your naturally mild
and conciliatory disposition, entrust the management and care of this
great attempt to your discretion and judgment, and I request ¥ou
will assist me, as much as lies in your power, fo carry ouf this
important object, which I firmly believe is the wish of Government,
the particulars of which I shall do myself the honour ¢of laying before
them by this very mail, and trust my conduct will meet with their
approval. It will always afford me great pleasure to render you
every assistance in my power, at the same time I shall feel obliged

and love towards us. We have aoqmred ) great many of their

5 ,.'\;:-".'11-:"'_'
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|
for any suggestions you may deem necessary fo propose for cm'rvinq
out this }mporta. it project.

“The nurghife of aborigines we now have on Ross Island amonnts to
nearly 12 1'11<| /women, and children, & number I conceive at present
sufficient fo? "1 our requirements. As far as any friendly intercourse
I-ud rapidly gained on a firm and lasting base with such
savages, I qlaestion much in #.» present infancy of our plans,  for
whenever 1hese people have an opportunity, they will, in their low
cunning awl blinded ignorance, Presume on our generosity and kind-
ness ; we yuagy then veasonably expect this will always be their chief)
aire, and we m.«'sf ever, therefore, be prepared to meet this line of con-

_duct on t;he}a;,r par without exeiting suspicions, and algo by mildness

tmgv their plans and gaining our object. I, therefore, wish
; Jte aborigines we have be regularly taught the English 1ans;tmrre
ana .hat with firmness, decision, and kindness, as we would instract
children nndergoing similar tuition ; we do not require them to be
taught or employed in mat or basket-making, or other work, which,
though desirable at all times in themselves, are at present but of Little
use or value to the Setbloment ; but confine our actions to one great
and chief objeet, viz., being able to acquire the means of mutual
understanding with them, which can alone be obtained Ly the aid of
language. It is satisfactory to know that at present they evince no
desire to leave us, nor is it desirable that they should do so. I there-
fore require that the course of training pursued be conducted in & way
that they will learn to a'bpremate their now comfortable home and
mode of living ; and although it is desirable that those we now
have should not leave us, or again be allowed to run wild in their

woods, it is equally desirable that we should not bring more over who,
in their fresh and ungovernable state of wildness, would materiaily

‘tend to retard the advancement of those we have. I wonld, there-

fore, wish that no more be mduced to come over at present, but think
it desirable that occabwnaliy, about once a fortnight, a fow might
with advantage be induced to come over for a very short visit, so
as to satisfy their tribes on their return of the care we take of their

people living under our eharge, and after feeding and otherwise
30
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kindly treating them to return them to their woods:. By this means
we secure a double advantage. afA i WO

¢ 15t—-They must see the superior somforts of ' ‘milisation com=
pared to their miserable savage condition ; and '

9nd.~-Though not immediately apparent, we are i, o pality laying
the foundation stone for civilising a people hitherto i \g in a pers
footly barbarous state, veplete with treachery, murder",’-‘-.:,; and every
other savageness ; besides which it is very desirable, even in a politi-

cal point of view, keeping these people in our custody g5 hostages,

for it undoubtedly secures the better ‘behaviour of t.ham ‘inhospitable
people towards our Settlement ; whereas their leaving ws might injure

anil abolish all the good that has already been established, and might

» . jb )f ) } :.
take years again o regain and recover were we 1o lose the great

32 i

b el

advantage we now hold and possess.

(I have quoted these two letters of Colonel Tytler's vérbatim, and,
in full, as they show his policy towards the Andamanese, and

justify Mr, Qorbyn in the repressive conduet he was aﬁ‘terwmd& blam-/ .

od for using to them. Colonel Tytler’s action in keeping women and
children as permanent prisoners was illegal, and his attempt to teach
them English was a mistake. They should have been allowed to pick

up a colloguial knowledge of Urdu from their conyict attendants,— |

M, Vv, P) _ ._
: NARRATIVE

Andantan Islands, submitted to Lioutenant-Colonel Tytler for the

Of.the Ré..'vrl. Henry Corbyn, relatiye to the Al:;‘brigiﬁes of the

information of Government, Dated, Ross Island, the 2nd July,

1868.

Having been requested by Lieutenant-Colonel Tytler, Superins \

ten®nt of the Settloment, to state, for the information of Govern- |
ment, the various circumstances of chief interest which have come |

under my observation in my relations with the aboriginal inbabifants
of these islands, with whom I have associated, perhaps more than any
other Buropean, since my arrival at the Andamaus, I proceed now
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to recount in detail the information which I have gathered with
regard to these people, their chavacter and habits, desoribing the
progress of my intercourse with them, commencing from the date of
the two Andamanese prisoners named Snowball and Jumbo having

been placed by Lieutenynt-Colonel Tytler under my instruction,

These prisoners had for several months been retained in fotters at
the Nu ml Barracks under a giiard of the Naval Brigade, by whom they
were L}‘eated with much kindness and indul genoe, and regarded w'th
an mterest which Hmy appear to have appreciated in the m‘rm ’-f-'y
whicli sprung up and the friendly attachment which they sl&8 °
many of the sailors, ' The two prisoners, however, though in .11.1‘._._,41 |
every wish compatible with safe custody, were regarded mor¢y

objeuts of idle curiosity than as rational beings capable of cultivaix

and improvement. People flocked to visit them as they would

1’:1 beasts in a menagerie, and on these occasions the untu '
sqmo'f..s would langh, and dance, and purfmm various antics to
mirth and gifts from the spectators. They were never allowe. '
leave the barracks, and were generally to be seen lying on the stoptd

floor in the yerandah ,with nothing but a small strip of cloth roun™s |

. the lower part of the body. Any other clothing given to them thc‘k"*
- r,'._..r&luc“riagtly qdupteL and ﬁhmﬂy mada use of to fasten togother then"
' food and other trifles comprising the property of which they becamao
| gradually posqmased.

About three weeks, or nearly & month ago, some more of their

tribe having been seen on the mainland at North Point, a party of
‘sailors was despatched, who brought back an Andamanese woman,

the wife of Jurmbo, known as Madam Oooper and now called Topsy,
and a boy, supposed to be a brother of one of the prisoners. Soon
after their arrival, I proposed to Lleutenant-()olonel Tytler to instruct
them all in English, and they were brought to me daily to the Super-
intendent’s bouse to learn the English alphabet. | |
Our first interview was of a very droll character, I showed them
books| with! pictures, endeavouring to make thom trace, and identify,
and pronounce by name in their/own langnage each of the objects

represented, hut when we afterwards turned to 1he alphabet, and they
fl \ _ 302

41 i\

: { |
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wero wade to understand that it was to be frequﬂntly rappea.ted tlll "

committed to menory, they became impatient, and at flrst attempted
to avoid the task by jesting and shouting, and afterwards by other
expedients, such as pretending that thell' hends ached, or by dlvertmg‘
attention to other frivial matters, | e
By coaxing and humouring them I succeeded for some time in ﬁ:.v{mg
their attention, teachmﬂ one by one, forit was 1mp0351b1e to keep all to
the sask at the same time. The hoy would rush off to one end of | the
ro/ ) and dance and shout defiance. Madam Cooper would fling! her-

& Yyoto an easy chair, and once, l}c,foref I had time to check her,

" byr herself at full length on a bed on which she, left the marks of
p body bedaubed with red mud. Another would run to the door
oc call  for judder (cocoanuts) '(Jéder—M. V. P) and Panoo
Yoer) (Urdu—-24, ¥, P.), or as they more generally ecalled it—¢¢ tin
ater,”’ or a light for a cigar (the use of which they had learnt
the sailors), or else seize something on the table and set the rest

sereams of 'laughter by his remarks and grimaces; This insane-

o, olic would go on from day to day, almost baffling my efforts to
?re“mhsu and instruct them, I was obliged af length to use coercive
snt.mqureq, which however were not without risk, for whenever they
“qivra slapped, they would slap in roturn, and nse joenlar or ahusive
remarks, which provoked roars of laughter from the rest at my
expense. The savage boy one day brought with him a bodkin, and
when I enforced his attention to his lesson as usual by holding his
head over the book and making him repeat the letters, he pointed it at
my ecyes with a sign that he would pierce them with it, unless T gave
up that tbnoxious mode of teaching him. I am glad to say that per-
severarce in my cousse has been rewarded by the unquestionable
proof exhibited that the Andamanese, who are most imitative and
possessed of extraordinery memory and quick intelligence, may soon
acquire our langaage, and it has justified my opinion that a much
higher object mwht be attained in the compulsory confinement of
these savages than merely impressing them with a sense of our
liberality, and the generous treatment they experience, which, as
pavages; and without pure enlightenment, they would perhajs




 not understand, or might look upon as a reward for their buffoon-
ey, and the/sport they atlorded to the sailors and others who visited
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them. (] . __
' (Inabout a month Snowball and J umbo were able to repeat the
'whole alphabet, and to distingnish and point ouf each letter Sépa-

. rately, so I,f.hat when a bundle of wooden letters were shown to them
. they could at ouce select the letter asked for.) '

Soon ﬁ‘ftelr- the arrival of Topsy, alies Madam Cboper, and the Iffgy
Sarabo, Colonel Tytler conceived 4 plan for locating the Andamanme

prisoners with the new comers, and any othery of the tribe who mil ift.

| subsequently arrive, in a small house on the island not far from \ as
. bazaar, where they would be watched by astrong guard of Natives, ton

otherwise enjoy full liberty, aud tlieir education continue to be edsit)
ducted. Tn the course of titie the place expanded, and what wad

inteﬁ'ded to be a solitary hause for ong small family has bocome i %}
centro of a cluster of hopses; in a compound rafled I,
are callsd “The Andaman Home, " These have heen peacsfuilo
tenanted by the savage ‘aborigines, in no way restricted in theje
liberty, whose approach ‘to these shores would not long since hatd
caused consternation through the Settlement, Only last week theiw

. were no less than 28 Andamanese assembled in the Andaman Homae,

a sight which elicited comraents expressive of unaticoted astonishment
and gratification from crowds of Europeans and Natives who wit+
nessed it. Their submissive and orderly conduct, good temper, and

the pleasure fhey evinced, were pledges of good understanding which,

if discreetly maintained and not interrupted by acts of violence o oue!,
part, will; I am convinced, ripen into an intimacy and warm attache

ment, and be productive of incaleulable blessings hoth to us and td
this benighted outeast race, with whom our lot has brought us inta

contact, , !

(Considering the coercion exercised to keep the Andamanese in the
““ Home, * the fact that their only reason for comi
the two prisoners Snowball and Jumbo ; and the circumstances attend-
ing the murder of Pratt and the consequent imprisonment of these
$wo men, the above reads somewhat queerly.— 1, 7. 2.) |

ng there was to see
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But I have yet to relate how this good understa,ndmg” has been- AL
effected. Colonel Tytler having one evenin observed one of the| il
Andgmancse fishing up to his waist in water on North Point, deter- =
mined to send his boat with men of the Naval Brizade to invite some

of them. I volunteered with the Superintendent’s Tutor, Mr. Redpath,

to necompany the party ; my chief object being to restrain the sailor, _:

from any deprecable act, such as on a formmr occasion led to unfore-

seen calamity. Having rowed to the point to which through the
te'~scope 1 had seen the smoke issuing from their ecamp, at about =
tirs “yards from the land, we rested on our oars and shouted to |
lexy uatives, showing plantains and other fruits by which they are 'H'.f_ j
‘ndally attracted, One by oue they came out stealthily. [From the i
(wand of voices there must haye been numbers tonoealed in the hushes,
lpot first two came towards the hoat with bows and arrows. At

14y sight of these I was at first approhensive of danger to our party,

f1 the sailors assured me that they invariably brought weapons ¢ ay
- irresents to them in refurn for coconuts and plantains. We, theleforey
tontinned to bail them, and soon five of them swam out and were taken
cito the boat, when they immediately gave up their bows, and one of
miem, knowing our habits, brought a large blazing log to lwht*clmars.

(The Andamanese were no doubt well acquainted with the Naval
Brigadesmen, who used to go over to North Point and sif in their
camps. Fire was first broughb for their pipes, and then women were
asked for. The weapons of the Andamanese were also taken away,
and some trifles given in exchange.—M. ¥, P.) -r-

No sooner were they in the hoat than they at once took |possess1on
of all the fruit, bread, and biscuits, which they concludqd were for
them, and devoured them with the keenest appetite. Onp of them
hearing the sailors call for more bows and arrows 311mpcd out of the
boat and swam again to the shore, but as it was late in the ¢ evening we
returned. Some others of the party came out on the k/each but it
seemed doubtful from the delay whether or not they lintended to
come with us. The four Andamanese whom we brought over were a
woman known as Queen Vietoria, and re-named by me Bess, and three
men who are well known as Joe, Jacko, and Jingo. 1t iwas thought




| f'j
Bty et I\
WITHL THE ANDAMANTSE. _ ) ] es8

q‘ I

advmable to em} by the new party as well as {;he fqrm r eomens, and
accordingly Snoy vall and Jumbo, besides their instruction f n the
alphabet, were set to work at hasket apd moral making, atj frhich
Jingo, a Yerydaniet and tractable man, bqt who af first seemed the
most unruly ;¢ iisted them ; while J acko/and Joe Kv':-re daily instruoted
by a Burme. jto make bamboo mattmv for, flooring, the women
Topsy and (ikiss receiving lessons’ in/ sewing. They all ghowed. a
sfaonn‘ disiriclination to do Work, of any kind. Joe, who is a very
dodgmu' and deceptive man, "but’ ‘extremely }playful almost always
laughing and in high spmts would try ew&ry grtifice to escape the mat-
work, at one tirhe makinge a show of wor, <ing hard af it, and as soon as
he was not obsumd quuetly sliding mtq a corner, or protending to he
raking the fire, or to /want somctrhm;r left on the machan, or to be
under the riecessity of going out for 3 fow moments, or else simulating
lllness,,fﬂr if all thesq: shifts failed, half pet ulant, half amused, with a bel-
low of disgust retdrnmg to his work, /only to try the same tricks again
and to jest at all around him. J aol:.du showed a. mors pugnacious
apmt and was 1hcl ed to resist with foree till he found snch resiste
ance unavailing. The same opposltton. was encottntered in teaching
Topsy and ;Bess sewi 18, but they were soon overcome by firmness;
gnd though now, foxf ey important reasons, these industrial oceupas
tions have been abanﬁon , yet in the time they were thus employed
both the Andamanese women gave proof that they had a real aptitude
for delicate manual labour, \de that they would be capable of doing

the finest work in sewing | \nnder a proper course of training. T was
" amused the other aay, on returmuﬂ' from the woods where I had torn
my trousers—as soon as Topsy caught sight of the rent she 'pointed it
out to the other Andamanese \oman, and condoling With me as my
leg was slightly cut and bleeding_‘nea,tiy put the slit pieces of the
cloth together again and said, and shewed, how, when she returned to
to Ross Island, she would get a needle and thread and stiteh them. I
- mention these trifling points as they serve to bring more vividly
befum the mind’s eye the movements and actions, the habits, charac.
ter, and dispositions of the curious and mtere-;tmﬂ people of whom I

am wntmv

.....
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I now adopted the practice of taking with me i\'my walks about
the ijsland and in boat excursions two or three o/i the Andamanese
men, in hopes that a confiding familiarity and frieng-ahl P would result
from this constant companionship, andt hat the An~" lanese might
hereafter act the part of guides and prove of assi®™?, e in visiting
places on the mainland, o

Having heen one day invited to Chatham to go wi ith mﬁptam Heath

and Lmutenant Carr to pick coral on Blair’s Reef, I took with me Joe
and Jacko, and on our arrival a¢ Chatham such a cmwd of natives

assembled to see the dreaded savages that we had the f“l‘eaf:}qt difficulty

in landing and making our way through them to the offier’s quarters.
The crowd followed us and surrounded Captain Heath s‘houae, when
to divert them I told Joe and Jacko to dance on the bjards to the

sound of our hand-clapping. ’I‘hey performed the evo;*uiwns very . .
gracefully and with astonishing agility, their arms extended Qlamtmgly: '

above them and just touching at the fingers, their feet almost sliding
on the boards, and with a rapidity which could only be surpassed by
running. They kept up these feats longer than usual, and at last Joe
thinking the ecrowd too exacting, ran down and “tirpab’d *’ (danced)
right and left amongst them, kicking gut vigorously on all sides, and
hoth he and Jacko almost bursting with laughter at the swhf of the
frightened natives tumbling over one another, and the rapid clfaarance
which was soon effected. It was now the turn of Joe and J tu‘*ko to
be diverted, so they insisted on making some of the spectator& @ance
while they clapped their hands to keep time and encourage then.

The sepoys made them a fire at Whlchlthey roasted unripe plantains,
and lying leisurely on the ground chatted and laughed with the nap’uves,
puiling about the sepoys and examining W]lth interest their clothes and
accoutrements. While we were wading pn ﬂ:le coral reef, Joe and J pcko
sat for some time on a rock in mute astonishment, evidently perplexed
at our taking the trouble to collect what they apparently considered
common bits of rock and rubbish. By way of accelerating our colléc-
tion, they brought me heaps of Worthless deposits of stones and shells
which I gratefully rejected. They then belgan to shout impatiently, and
to appease them I proceeded with them to the plantain grove, at

1,i
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the Gl“th of which they were again in ecstasies, ‘¢ ticpahing*’ and
0 halloomg, r till their shouts and echoes through the woods drew down the

Native Guard, who looked in th,mr alarm. tantalizingly disposed to fell
them on )the spot had we not 1dferfered to protect them, We had not
a knife | to cut thie bunches of ylantains from the boughs, which w‘ere

too thmh, for the strongest of u!; to break them ; but Joe showed lus

; fuoht down hough after bough of planfains. ©On our return
tham I remained to dine, and after Joe and Jacko had remleq

: themsdves with food and bodqme tived of sporting with the Natives,,
thej c'ffme to me cnnstantW, dalling “mio,” “mio,” (Maia ¢ Sir ==
P) which, as it is always used in addressing us, I suppose |

must yiean ‘friend *’ or prott*ct()r, * and begged wme to take them
back, (ot to their own houses but to their “boudla’ (home) on
Ross lslcmd (Bud-da “house”-—M. ¥. P.). It was stormy and
dark, (and being strangers to tﬁe place, they were naturally alarmed
at the; delay, and came to me twining themselves round me for pro-

_tection ; in fact T could hardly ridf']"myself of them during the interval
"\ 'of my meal; but having succeseded at last in explaining to them that

“after I had dined I would refurn with them to Ross, they laid down

n « bench and wrapped themselves with my coat and razai, and slept

“oundly till I awoke them about 10 at night, and brought them back

. with me to this island.
On my return in the boat they both kept cuddling me and

i oiving other demonstrations of affection : indeed, they all now do the

“ame whenever I visit them, or bring them in our boats. Iam almost

5.5_: ‘ushed by the weight of their| embraces, the most objectionable
% ult being that when it is omr, my face, hands, and clothes are

used all over with daubs of the red mud with which they are

! oy ed, and which is so adhesive that the hardest washmg and
hruxahmo will sometimes fail to remove them.

y next expedition to the mainland was on Monday the 22nd of

Junjlin the Superintendent’s cufter with the Superintendent’s crew,

thirteen men of the Naval Brlga.de
B )

lsontrivance and inventiveness of ' hm
: race by -.‘ta,kmo- from the b‘each' o small sharp pointed shell with which
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Colonel Tytler gave us a pig Wlth some fruut and blscmt:s as @

present to the aborigines.

We took over with us Joe, J aeko, Jmoo, and the boy Sambo, who i'

bad long heen suffering from faverand headache, which I treated,
and afterwards Mr, Oarthy, the apothec*try, but both of us ineffec-

tually. f

We hmdod. on North Pomt where aeveral women and ohlldren,

who have sinel oeen over to Ross, came Wudmw out to meet us,

We landed one by one very cautiously, the sailors with loaded and
half.cocked muskets, and I and my servants with revolvars.

By this time Joe and the rest having seen me confinnally commg
to the Andaman MHome, and taking fhe general management, had
conceived the iden that I was a ohief, an idea which was probably
strengthened by the fact of my height and size, and Joe intimating

something of the kind to the women, they lavished the most gracious

smiles on me, and came inquisitively surveying me, feeling wmy
muscles and oﬁm,mil}iun* my hands, fingers, and nails ; one of the women
quite took possessi . of me for the rest of tha day, throwing her avms

round my neck, and frequently jumping on my shmddels to make. . .

mo carry her over difficult passes on the road. The women soon tire

in walking, and we all of us had at times to submlﬁ Lo be made bea.sts' |

of burden to accelerate their progress.

(The Andamanese women can walk very well and fa,r, and werr‘ :

only playing the fool with Mr. Corbyn and his party. —M, V. P.,)

I corefully examined their coast, and found in the wood, a few
paces from the shore, one of their huts, which was formed simply =

of two long circular canes stuck at each end into the ground and

covered with slight palm thatching, open altogether at the front, ax |
with only enough space ingide for their fire, and three or four of the
clogely packed tfogether, [The women and children, or invalr
generally take possession of the hut, warmmg themselves ovei;
hot ashes, @ ¢
They apparently take no pains to sweep or clean their camp,  om
which always arises offensive effluvia of decayed fish and accumv ted

filth, which would become even to them most unwholesome aud ins |

|.
1
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uuﬁerable, but that shell fish crawlmg all over the camp pelformed

the kindly office of scavengers. ~—(Hemit Crabs—a. 7. P.)

Vi About the camp in recossos of trees and thick bushes arve deposited
i their acquired gains and treasures ; tuey are most careful to conceal
i oub of sight their weapons a.ud all a.rtﬂ'les of value, none of which have

HeE g been 1.‘?ound. by any of our party in our wanderings through the woods.

g0 ,rI" I believe that they are' all carried to a principal camp far into the
Ji ' mtenor, none of the beads L\r any of our gifts which they value having
es‘ver again been seen by us.
: "(The Andamanése had as usual hidden their goods when they saw
"the strangers coming, and the presents had long since been passed on
f from hand to hand about the isfands.—M, 7. P.)
|| 'We found near the camp 7o 'l baskets with fish, small nets, nails,
i I'Eland bottles. They form on yq + nore artificial tanks filled with salt
(' water, in. which they place supei, ous stocks of live fish, to sorve
" them, I suppose, when hindered ;.tum fishing in vough weather. QOno
of these was discovered by a nati 1[ re conviet, who, supposing that the
fish had been loft there'on the el ving of the tide, lmmedm’stly began
to shoal them out, to the annoyahﬁe of thie Andamanese, till T stopped
' him, and had them all picked up '284in and replaced in the water,
','_:" (My. Corbyn has made some ydistake in what he saw. No such
| oustom exists among any of the A}'.hdamanese tribes.~—2. V. P.)

I always gave strict in] junetions, Which are ereditably observed by
both sailors and natives, nof 1-1-0 touch aunything belonging to the
Andamanese, nor to ask for hows {and arvows and other implements
which are necessary for their auhs}steuce, so that nothing should occur
to produce unfriendly fecling hetween us, On the oceasion to which

1 refer I gave direetions to Uonne:l: the coxswain, to land some of the !

erew, and order the rest to keep a short distance out to sea, watching
and following us as we went along the coast to the further camp of
‘the nborigines, to which they beckoned us to proceed. As soon as
/'we were safely landed, the pig,fruit, and biseuits were given to the
savages, who ravencusly svized upbn them with the intention of at
|| once carrying them fo their furth it camp. ' The women at the sight

of the pig yelled and clapped the < ‘hands, and forming a circle round
, | 3p3

QL.
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it bﬂloybd a wild and spantaneous te’rpah rinto Whmh they th’(-e_w :

themselves with unbounded glee and s zryf while the men seized '

the pig, one by the throat, another by the ears, another hy the, lea a,; ,
and another by the tail, and looked axjmnd, for an mstmment Tani
its destruction. Joe seeing my dagger asked the loan of xt, and with o

one gash, through the throat and from hone to bone, ustantaneously
despatelied bis prey.  They then cut somo ; exible branches of long

creepers, and fastened fivsh the two front anld two hind legS, and then/ ¢
all four legs together ; then with stronger ci‘eepers they made a bundle

of the pig and, fastening fo it a branch ]/fmﬂ' enough to suepend round

their shoulders, motioned to me to proceed.  Joe, when he carried tyae.”

pig, let the whole weight rest by a brajich on his c;hebt or neck, the
women always on the forehead. W’ had a large party, but W ith
Conner’s able management the 447 Yrs were Kept together, a.Jd the
most perfect diseipline maintained. | " When ye pame to their ?mddle
camp, consisting of two huts blﬂillﬂl‘.’ o the, Om, deseribed, t:he.} wade
preparations o cﬁvk the pigy ta,kmd* ont the entrails which they
11':~+h(}d and plaaecl it without further prepamtion on a pﬂe af logson
which moy roasted it entireime— L ! :

Before they arrived in ﬂns 0amp, ,tb,éy ooncmled in g/ buah the. :

hag of bisonits and plnntmns vhnbu we had given them.  We had
difficulty in/persuading them' fo go i) riher. Joe and the girl Polly,

who had 8o tenderly earessed me, snd two or three of her boys alone

accompcmled us, }ll]d we wenb on. fOl‘ ,,bout, two miles g,lonrr the® S]lOI‘B,
and then in our hoats to the larger
chief exterior camp is situated. Th
vous for many separabte ftribes whoyrorm all over the mainland. On
our arrival we saw only two or 'uhl’f‘(! of the inhabitants, who had been
attracted by ourshouts of  Mio, ”” “/Riogo” (meat), but more gradually
emerging from ‘all parts of the forest, A form of salutation which we
have learat from them vas to tale the hand and blow on it making the
sound of a kiss, which they returned in the same manner—a salutation
which they use to each other as we]i as to us, and which we conclude,
therefore, to be a tolen of friendshi’*and ﬁdehty (It simply means
¢ farowell.'—2f, ¥, P.) One of th"n, a man,came limping from the

“bay on the ridgs of which their
s place appears to be a rendez-
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it woods with 5 wol ulem staﬁxwhmh he held in hls rlght ;mnd ‘he glided
" up to me and
. iron hoop fastened to a piece of wood which was covered with notches
“or hierogly phms. He had a &iword gash, which was raw and bleeflmg,-

J,put his kn\ie into my hand, a vade waapon formed of

on his right feot.  On Jod's spu\!\mv to him of me he asked for

- Snowball, and pointed to (his feet, as if to intimate h\s W 1sh that

Snowball might be releasedy \
~ An aged woman now came up, a fierce lookmﬂ' virago ; she appeared

ldmtw, and talked loud and amerily, as if earsing. T made the usual

' '_"saluatlon whieb she returned, qut after ‘doing so gnashed her teeth
- close to my hand, and then con emptuously flung it from her, as much

i to signify that she had al good will to. bite and tear me' if she
could. Sho exhibited the m)fmu;emmos:ty to other Turopeans, I

__ 'concluded that she was 111355‘1'19, ..w.,l she may possibly have been
' 'renderad ﬁarce by losmrr & 50N q "pthor near relative in affrays with

! ,--..:‘--Eumpeansﬂm )

Ay

(Such cases ave Oftﬂﬂ suen Pﬂ*lra did not n.pprove of strangers, and
her ‘hushand, ehild, ot some rala,tldun had probably been killed ox e
3ured by us.—~M. ViP.) S w

The olher savages were extremel demonstratlve in their friend
u‘mpﬂ most of them felt my limy yand examined my hands and._

- fingers, ‘as if tracing the veins ;| : f iey pointed with pleasure to a

souvenir which T wore, given to me by Polly, a piece of Ler coral
hra.celet which she had fwtened fq my neektie. = After joining in
their dance we embraced them and returned, bringing with us a small
axe and some bows and arrows Whlch they oftered us of their own
accord ; none of them showed an 1‘ihc}1nnt10a to return with us, the
pig which we had left behind beu.n foi.__ the time the absorbing attrac.

- tion,

On Thursday, the 25th, I aga{in procaeded with a fotwe ek 1o
North Point. Joe, Jacko, and Ji uhgo wero the first to swim cut, and
were soon followed by erowds of women and vhildeen. The confidence
of the aborigines had been fully Teﬂ*amed and our only difficulty nowy

 was to accommodate the number that wished to be conveyed over. Oue
~ of the stealthy urchins was 10 sGoner in the boag, than he descriad a

1 \ t
1 B |
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bagl o coconuts, and before 1 jcould call to arrest his! demgn, with the

| sper;\d of magic he had dived /vith the ba.u'f inte the /water. He re=

aﬁpptfarel at the distance pf some yards; off, and /turnmfv ‘his head
wagged it at us, laughmg t his own dextenty and fa"he success of his

| punning. | We saw him Jshoving the bag before hlm, and with a few
i/ plunges more he reachecl the shore, and dtmappaared with it into the
| jungle. H’e seemed (uite unconscions of aeny culpahlhty in his con-

duct, or may have presumed on our lgnmrance or indulgence, for the
next morniy ng he 2 ppeared amougst a frc;,sh party which we brought
over to this| .‘alanri il - Ht

| ‘I contenled myself with bringing ' on \this oceasion, only a few of
the younger ! th,[dren and women, one Wlthlan infant in arms. I was
surprised to'seo this infant after p ;msfymg itself from its mother’s
breast clamour to her t06 hold dowi @t mouth, and try with it tiny

arnis resting on her necklace to ra’ O 65 mauth to kiss, but its object

was explained by the mother putting her lips dowi to hwk kild's and

giving it from. her mouth some munc¢hed coconut which the child had

watebed her jchewing.  The other women occasionally gava it food
and water in just the [same way ' = % birds impart nourishment to
thelr young. | ly { | -
On the afternoon of the 2t sy June I went over wxﬁh Joe,
Jingo, and Jacko, and three Andamanese boys, to one of the chlef
posts of the Settlement, jealled Baddo. = Near this post is the plantain
grove, our previons visit to which I haveslready described. Joe s'ﬁ‘nd

~ Jacko’s agreeable reyniniscences of that visit made them very desirous

to repeat it.  We went once mor® accordingly with Colonel Tytler’s
permission, andatter supplying oumselves with a moderate quantity
of plantains and sugar-cane, which the aborigines were allowed to cut
themselves, a liberty which enhanced their value, we walked down to
Haddo, Where Mr. Jones, the Overs2er, mef us. As soon as the arrival
of the Andaraanese became known threre, the whole of Haddo turned
onf—mexn, women and children, of the latter there was a layze display,
Haddo/being the post for married natiives. The Andamanese wereall in
their element, Ay they are natli-.t'a'l’lly well disposed fo women, and
childishly fond of children. The mnatives swarmed to Mr. Jones’
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ground ah;-tl_ called upoﬂ\ the Andamanese to go through ﬁhe usual pec-
formance of dancing, which Joe again applied to the uveful purpose
of clearing a crowd. 13113‘\:‘ whoop, ’ “swhoop, *’ “whoop, ?’ and wild
sonorous war shouts excmt‘z" exelamations of terror from. 'the crowds
of gaping spectators.

(The wrong sound is gweu, and the Andamanese have no war
shout,~ M. 7. P,) \l

Their alarm was increased when I placed a bow and | arrow
in Joe's hands and pointed to a target on the rocks at which
he was directod to aim. His arcow carried about 40 yards and just
missed the mark, FHis aim, however, was not a deliberate one, for

the target was only a pineapple, and he had nd intordst in fixing it. |

In the morning while We were crossing over in tha hoat to B'Jas
- Isla,ni he had ta,kem a much more acourate aim at a bird ﬂymg near

us and which he pr hably would have winged, had I ndt arrested his
| aim to appease the alawm of one of our party who feared. the jror*kmp-

~ of the boat might dlvert the shot to him. It was mtt,restuzw tu watah

‘the intensity with whish the eyes of this savage dilated, and his eager
jubilant expresuou as he caleulated his aim and its result, Lutlon the
P present occasion the mark had not the same interest, nor was similar
ea rness evineced. My objeet in inducing him to try the feat was to
Asceptain correctly the distance which the missile would carry.
Mz Jones next tried it, but was unable to strike with it !w} ond a few
f,&eta% It seems to reyuire long practice and skill of fouch to use the

' bow and arrow as the Andamanese can use them. After this per-

| formance, we examined some nets which were being made for
tre] Settlement, and then went through | the married village; the
W omnn were all eager to catch a glimpse of the aborigines, but in
. Dervoas drcad of encountermv them, which, when Joe observad, with
hig ual pxeasantly, he took adv&m‘age of to chase and terr .lly them,
as th*y ran in all directions, into- tbelr houses. The Andamavese
wishecito carry awa,v with them some native children, making signs,
by ten er endearments, that they would treat them well and kindly.

-~ M. ,,3;3@9, now brought some muskets and pistois and shewed the An.
damaneae their ef’fm,ts on birdsand trunksof trees. 'Lhey were alarmed

:'1
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and ran *m me for protection, hldmu- i;hemselres behmd me a.nd supph- ks
to be | fired, which I hoped

cating mv assistance. T allowed afew shoti

wouldpmduceawholesmno impression of ¢ \ur power and means of

i)

deadly destruction, Some elophants were next brought, at the sight of

which the Andamanese were completely t

wrified, running away from

them and climbing up trees and biding beipind rocks. The elephants
were made to 1ift logs of wood and fling nthem across a road, at which the

Andamanese shouted their astomshmenb they were amazed and sur-
prised to s2e the docility with which the huge elephanf, King John,

obeyed the order to roar, when its trank was struck Mr, Jones then

Toroucrht the great animal on ifs haunches and mounted it ; and Joe
and Jacko were afterwards induced to do so also, but as soon as it
again rested they quickly alighted with a roar of delicht at being
safely deposited. I can perceive, by the signs made by the other
savages, that they have been describing to their tribes all these
strange adventures, which it is to be hoped may have the offeet of
striking awe into them, and restraining them from molesting us.

Mr. Jones now observed to me that there was on the shore of a
fresh ‘water creek, opposite Chatham, a very unfriendly tribe of abovi-

aines, and that he bad seen & huge fire burning in their ecamp the:

night before. 1 had also seen it. Mr. Jones' said that this t be

; ‘»ﬁ.i-:.' i

showed great hostility 10 us, and ab different times bad killed, vfany

convicts ; that our people never approached their shore without being
shot at. I at once pml:sscd to take my Andamanese friends Wﬂ;‘\l
presents of fruit and try the effect on the other tribe of friendly over-
tures. I accordingly prowuded with my armed party, and Mr. Jones
in another boat also with an armed pavty. We rested on our oars
about 100 yards from the shore, where the smoke of their fire esuid

no further, 1 threw out some fruit, which floated. Our And: mlmefe
shouted to the others in their own langnage, holding up bungies of
plantains, but to no purpose, 'After remaining thare for a,bou i half
an hour, and using every inducement we could by signs and g stures,
we left; and T afterwards heard {hat on the following day t .3 tribe
struck thiir camp which had been there for many months, and have

be seen. Three of the savages peeped from under the bush, but samie
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abandqned lhe place albocrethﬂ;r Wa next went on to Chatham Island
. and risited J;he 5 11 2 Saw Mill. The noise of machmmy and
: mohtbf volumes of smokﬁ grea.tly fncrhtenqd the aborigines. They

looked auuously at, the plocesq oﬁ outting wood, but could not be

ﬂer%ua,dx,d to go near the steam funnel, which they probably looked
upon asgome huge mstrument of destruction,

: 1 again visited North Pomt on I{nday, the 26th Jane. Colonel
 Tytler kindly lent his boat and sent \Vlth e n erew of the Naval Bri-

gade. Joe aocompamed us as gmde and we took to the savages the

usual presents,of fruits, yams, and bmcmta Ouly three women could

be seen on the North Point, ons of them bemn' the ferocious old

woman who bas been deseribed as’ ‘evineing towards us eanuibal pro= |

pensities, bhe earue out to meet us, and to onr surprise seated hers

self in _the boat and made signs i;q take her to Ross Island., T divected |

Conner tq_’"' steer further northward, and we landed at Middle Cacp,
where no aborigines were visible. Three saalors were left with strict

orders not to allow Joe and the old woman, whom they called

“ M amma, ” to escape from the hoali; neither of them, howeve ar,
during the long interval of our absence, showed a disposition to do so,
We walked along the shore to the chief coast camp, where we met
some ahorigines, an old man supposed to bé the husband of ** Mamma,”
the man known as Crusoe, who was formerly taken as a hostage to
Moulmein, and a few others. After a short stay there, during which
no incident of interest happened we returned and they voluntarily
arco@anmd us. We found on our retura to onr boat another Anda-
marﬁé Whom I ha.d not, seen before, who had heen attracted by Joe's
shouts of “ Mio, ”” “ Rogo.”’ Immediately that we embarked the old
manﬁnd Crusoe made an attempt fo seize our bags of provisions, and
were preparing to sprmg with them into the water, when I seized both
of them with a strong grip by their necks and held them down. The
old woman, taking advantage of the scuffle, and the confusion of tha
sailors in a strong surf driving us on the beath, jumped inte the water
with a bunch of plantains, but Couner at my orders brought her
forcibly back again much to her disgust. (Mr. Corbyn showed areal

_tact?and diseretion in his actions with them, In thus firmly restrain-
' 3B
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ing them, withoui showing reaentmant or pumbhmg them, he dxd
exactly right.—M, V. P.) | .
On the arrival of these eight new comers on Ross Island ocﬁurmd
the scene whioh I have alveady described of the peaceful assenlhiagp
of 28 of the aborigines atthe Andaman Home. During theday a
pig was given to them by Colonel Tytler, which it was intandéd they
should share; but the new party, who belonged, il would seem, to 5
separate tribe, and who occupied, while they were here, a sgparate hut
in the Andaman Home, appropriated the pig, and none of the others
disputed their claim, but quietly looked ou at their preparations for
the repast from an opposite mechan. I invited ail to share the
feast, but Snowball and Jumbo’s party resolutely beld aloof. Ji ingo
at my order killed the pig, but immediately that he had done so left
it 1o the new comers, who, 4s subsequent c1rcamai’ances convinced me
belonged to a more powerful and superior tribe, (They belonged to
pnother Sept of the same Tribe.~2. V. P,) /1 also noticed that the
wailing that had hitherto always taken place between the prisoners
and new aborigines visiting them was not attempted on the arrival® of
the last batch of savages ; indeed there hardly passed between them the
common signs of renogmtlon Sanowball, Jumbo, and Topsy withdrew
to a dlstance as if purpose]y to avoid them, and the old woman, as
soon as she entered their hut, stationed herself behind g post; and
looked stealthily and suspiciously both at us and our guests, the
other aborigines. The day's festivities and the perfeot security
they enjoyed ag’peazed to have a mollifying effect on a‘p, especially
on the old woman whom QColonel and Mrs, Tytler were sarprised
to find, after my description, so timid and doeile. All the party
except Topsy and Jingo, who refused to leave the island, were des-
patched in a boat the same evening and gafely landed at North Point,
I should mention that one Andamanese among the last batch was
identified as the man who, some months ago, on the mainland, had
gashed the hand of a conviet named David, for his ( David's) refusal
to yield wp his umbrella; David, whes he saw him here, went up
to him and patted him on his cheel, while he was in fuil enjoyment
of his feast; but the savage did not recognise him or pretended not
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to recogmae hlm &s 50011 A8 Orusoe and his pai'ty had left the com-
pound, all who rammned behind with Snowball and Jambo rvshed to
the place where the others had, been feasting and ravenously gathered
up and devoured the remnauts of the pig left. = The man Crusoe has
a gap in his front row of feeth two of them having been knocked
out, for some real o aup posed provoeation, by @ sailor who had
charge of him on the voyage from Moulmein I,

I brought back from my visit to the chief wamp on the 26th a

| _ painted human skull omamented with beads, and many tortoise-shells

of a rare species’ which were found lying in or near the aboriginal
buts. They showed reluctance to part with the human skull, pro»

‘bably of a chicf, and tried to recover it, but being required by 0010-

nel Tytler to be sent to the Ethnological Soclety, for gsdientific pur-
poses, I persuaded them to let me retain it. The next morning.
Saturday, the 27th ultimo, I took over to North Point Topsy and
Jingo, determ\.ined to let the aborigines see that none of them, except

‘8nowball and Jumbo, were detained here against their will, AMr.

Kitton, the Becond Officer of the Lady Canning, Mr. Green, mexrchant,
and some other Europeans, with a Native crew composed our party.
Most of us landed.\ Jingo being ill was at once taken to the hut

where he threw h1mself down near the fire. Topsy went to paint her-

self ; all the other a‘bougmes sat laughing and talking without the
least symptom of distrust or alaxm at our presence. With an axe
and knives we cut & pathway up the hill. We had with us an
Abyssinian, a stoker of the steamer Lady Canming, as black as the
aborigines, with whom he at once fraternised; he was very useful to
us in clearing the brushwood and dlreetmg our way through the
jungle,

On the top of Norf.h Point Hill we came to table land, which the
Abyssinian, who climbed up a tree on the hill, deseribed as being a
mile in length, Tt was covered with most luxuriant vegetation and
trees of huge growth and size. A more commandmg position to pro-
tect this Settlement cannot be imagined, nor is there in the whole

. harbour & more useful and important point. At present we do not

TR, RSl SO

hold a single point on the whole line of coast, from North Point up-
G




306 A .ms'rom.on' 0uR RELATIONS

wards, which to the very skitt of the sea is covered with dense jungle,
in which treacherous savages may conceal themselves, and small
hoats belonging to the Settloment driven, as may often happen, by
stress of weather, on those rocks, are at the mercy of an ignorant and
barbarous race, who may or may not continue friendly to us,  There
is good reason, from what we have seen, fo believe that while we re-
tain hostages they will abstain from acts of cruelty and bloodshed,
but there is equal reason to suppose that if any of our peuple were by
some accident to be thrown on their coast they would retaliate, and
by a forced captivity of Natives or Europeans bompel the surrender
of the prisoners whom we have captured.

A gun of large calibre on the hill of North I’omt would ¢om-

mand the whole harbour, and the very sound of it and the knowledge __

of its proximity would terrify the savages for miles around, and keep
them in quiet submission or drive them into distant recesses. There
is every probability that they will now gradually be brought to culti-
vate a friendly intercourse with us, and this might be greatly pro-
moted by having a Settlement near them and not divided by the sea,
to which they could resort with such articles of food 2s they procure
in plenty, to exchango for other merchandise. We yet know little of
their habits, but their sleek and full-bodied appeamnce testifies that,

whatever their food, they have it in abundance. As to apprehensions

of attacks on a Settlement at Nnrr,h Point, I beiieve they are utterly
visionaxy. 'The, savagca have conceived such an exaggerated estimate
of our capablhtwa of destruction, that twenty armed Natives or
Buropeans would put to instant flight a thousand of them, even
assuming that they weye not deterred from attackmv us by fear of
the wide- sprea.d havoc we could carry info their homes, the slaughter
of their wives and children !. I can understand that they might be
tempted to prow! about our posts for plunder, but the ﬁrst shot fired
woald drive them in wild terror info their jungles.

They imagine that we have infinite appliances of destruction.
Oolonel Tytler showed them one day a small pooket revolver with

which he fired six bullets into a tree, and 1 fels some of them quala
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with fear pwhen they saw the dangerous and desbmctwe et‘t‘ect of the
tiny instrument,

They believe that I can kill them with a plstol cap ; and if I pmnt
one at them, they implore me to desist, or at once jump out of the
way in dread of what they suppose to be a deadly missile.

On our return to ocur boat we found Topsy and Bess and other
Andamanese women and children seated there. I tried to remove
. Topsy, but she resolutely kept her seat, even struggling not to be loft
behind; so we yielded to her wish, and indeed were only too glad to
_ bring her back again. She laughed at her desiro to baffle ns in get-

ting herself painted at their hut, for she and the other savages are no.

longer allowed fo paint and fattoo themselves on Ross Island. Colo-
nel Lytler very properly consldermg this a dem'a.dmn- and hmh&rous
practice, has prohlblted it

' (He was wrong. At that per:od their customs should not have
heen interfored with; and the painting is a substitute for clothing,
to leave off which exposes them to chills, —M. 7. P)

I have yet to describe our last expedxtmn to the mainiand. TLast
Monday morning, the 29th of June, three boats sailed from Ross for
‘the mainland, carrying the Superintendent’s crew of 18 armed Naval
Brigadesmen, 12 Sappers and Miners, and many other Europeans and
Natives. Colonel Tytler entrusted the conduect of the proceedings to
me.

A pig and presents of plantaing and biscuits were taken for the
envages. As the cubter passed North Point the aborigines came run-
ning to the shore to meot us; but seeing that our course lay north-
ward, they followed us along the coast in the direction of their chief
camp. |

Our cutter sailed far ahead of the other two boats which were
rowed by Natives. We arrived about half an hour before them at
the camp, where we landed. The place seemed quite deserted, not
even a single Andamanese, a8 we have usually found, keeping watch
to give notice of our approach. One by one, however, the fastest
punners who had been following us along the rocks, came up to the
chief gamp, and before the sepoys had landed there were about thirvy

Yo
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savages scattered ovet | the beach. We all breakfasted hastily, and
while we were doing so the Andamanese crowded round us, looking
wistfully at our food, and by stealth’ or entreaty getting what they
could ; so importunate did they hwome, that I was obliged to place
Bepoys round me to g*u&rd my food. At the sight of some hroiled
bacon put before me ‘they gave a tumultaous yell, and all dunced
shouting -and wawnn“ their arms in a civcle round me. The sailors
and others most 11bera,ﬂy. distributed their food ; in fact the poor men
went almost without their meals through the rapacity of the savages ;
the latter might be seen running like a pack of hungry dogs from
one group to another wherever most food tempted them. ' Omne of the
sailors lent my pruning knife to a savage who hogged the loan of it
for some purpose; and as soon as the sailor had turned his attention
to some other matter went off and concealed it. On being asked for
it, he at first pretended fo have lost if, but seeing our firm determinas
tion to recover it, he took us to a tree and disinterred it from the
trunk, We mnow proceeded on our journey iato the interior, our
object being fo discover their chief inland camp. I gave directions
to Conner to leave two sailors in the cutter with strict orders to re=
main there, and to keep their own and the other fwo boats at some
distance from the shore. I also directed two other sailors and twe
Sepoys to remain on the beach in charge of the muskets of the other
ten Sappers and Miners, who might, in the event of a disturbance
require their muskets, but could not conveniently carry them, as they
were marching through the jungle felling wood with their axes. I
oxdered the two sailors left on the beach to five a pistol, the report of
which would warn us in case of any untoward occurrence. [ im=
pressed strongly cn all the party who accompanied me the necessity
of keeping close together, with a watchful eye on all sides of the
jungle. I also directed our party to take each an Andamanese by
the hand, and to take the utmost care that none of them escaped even
_if we were attacked, as they would be useful as hostages and ensure
our safety. We made the Andamanese carry the pig and plantains,
which we promised them as a reward at the end of the journey. Wg
cartied with us a bag of biscuifs, from which we kept feeding them
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all along the road ; and when we had proceeded about three miles, to
avoid irritafing thew, we relieved them/ of their weights of plantains

and the pig, which we made our servantg carry. We followed their

inland road} two sailors with half-cooked muskets going on in front
and the Sappers and Miners following them cutting so “vigorously,
that a really: good road was formed through the narrowest part of
which four or five could march abreast. One of the savages caused
me much annoyance; he was under charge of Mr. Kitton, who found
much difficulty in managing him and preventing his escape, that I
took him wnder my care, and holding him tightly by the hind made
him walk along with moe., The aboriginal road brought us to a
stream about fiftesn yards wide, which I suppose is dry in'all but
rainy weathier. [The aboripines wished us to take a southerly dirvecs
tion, pointing to their eamp; but suspecting that they might be
wishing to mislead, I preferred to follow the course of the stream,
which I intended, if possible, to trace to its source, This was dig-

- covered about four miles in the interior, the water, gushing from a

hill above, which we determined to ascend. As we walked through
the stream, the Andamanese with me stopped tolift rocks in the water,
and as my curiosity was excited by the eager way in which he did so
I called natives to assist him, and to our surprise he pulled out from
under the rocks large fresh water prawns, which he eat just as they
were entire. This man, about a mile from the top of the hill, sud-
denly snatched his hand out of miine, with a force which almost
flung me on the ground, and plunged into the woods, shouting loudly

as he went. Some of our party ehased him, but T immediately gave

the alarm and summoned all fogethoer, cautioning all to hold iu a
firmer grasp the ofther hostages, 'The man who had escaped had a
most revolting cast of countenance, every typs of villainy stamped
on his face, and it was quite possible that he might be up to mischief.
I declared my intontion to ssize him if I again saw hio:. I then took
Jacko, who was just behind me, by the hand and explained to him
that if any of us were shot at he should suffer instant death. We
soon after reached tho top of the hill from which we oaught g
glimpse of the ocean. An effort Was made to olimb one of the highest

1
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troes, but it failed for want of praper ropes and ladders. We marched
that day througl, the jungles at least five miles, and formed a road of
that length, whigh I should ghink will greatly astonish the savages. |
Each side of it was left densely covered with the boughs of trees and
brushwood which had been cut down in our march. With such
laborious manual exertions, and the fatigue attending them, it was
clearly impossible to make any observations as to the character of the
country and products; but we have at least rendered facilities for
others who may follow us, and it is something to say that we have
been five miles into the interior of these jungles into which no
Furopean perhaps panetrated as many yards beforo, ‘We left our
mark on a tree on the top of the hill, On returning, we met the
savage who had escaped, and taking him by the hand I quietly
brought him back to the camp again, and fook mo other notice of his
gonduct, - | | '

As we were returning, about a mile from the camp, a sailor with
his musket on his shoulder was going first and I was next to him,
when in an instant a savage sprang from behind a tree with & loud
vell and seized the sailor by the neck ; then threw his arms round him
clasping him firmly musket and all, and looking him in the face gave
a lond laugh as much as to say “ what a fricht I bave given you;
“you see how we savages can spring on an enemy from fhe bush.’
The poor sailor was taken quite aghast, but quickly re-assured when
he saw it was playful Joe, with whose pranks they are all familiar. .

(This is the first recorded ascent of Mount Harriett.—I. 7. P.)

Numbers of the aborigines, apparently of diffecent tribes, joined
us from all parts of the jungle on our way back, We could even see
them ou the tops of trees watching our movements. They scemed
quite re-agsured at seeing us come hack peaceably without doing them.
any injury.

1 have now, however, to turn to a more unfavourable aspect of
the day’s business. 'When we brought back the pig I gave my daggor
to Joe and told him to cut the pig in two, keeping half for his tribe
and giving the rest to the other fribe dwelling at the chief camp.
Joe took the dagger and began to cat the pig. I walked fo the sea
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to brush off the leeches with which my l_egs werg covered. On my
retuxn Joe had given up the pig to Crusoe who was roasfing it over
B fire. Joe himsell was seated on a trunk of a tree watching the pro-
'_._.T?caedm as,  When I asked for my dagger he pretended not to remem-
ber where he had placed it; then made other excuses that some one
else had taken it; then pretended that he had concealed it, and would
bring it back, and wished to o and loolk for it in the jungle. The
other savages came to intercede and make exeuses. I held Joe firmly
and demanded instant restitution of my property. It was not that I
in the least valned my dagger, for T would give much to preserve a
good nnderstanding with the aborigines; but having witnessed their
orasping disposition in the morning, and feeling that it was incom.-
patible with the maintenance of a friendly intercourse, that Natives
especially would never in their relations with these savages tolerate
such barbarous infringement of their rights, I determined to check it
at the outset, and therefore to make an example of Joe, it the dagger
was not produced. The savages seeing my resolution and the change
which bad come over tho scene, as both Europeans and Natbives had
orders to iake preparations to embark if the dagger was not soon
given up, beﬂ&n gradually to dlsperse till only Crusoe and one or two
y 'othora of thu less timid ones were left on the beach. I fold the Sepoys
and Natives that there was likely to be a disturbance with the abori-
gines and ordered them to embark, an prder which they obeyed with
alacrity., I then ordered the sailors into the outter, and just as all the
- hoats were ready to start, with another European I scized Joe, and
| | foreibly putting him into the hoat shoved out and all set off toge-
| ther. Wae also carried away the pig and all the plantains. | Not a
/single shot had been fired the whole day either i in jest or earncnf and
there was nothing but this uohappy affair to mar the pleasure of the
excursion. Joe wanted us to go near North Point assuring vus that
the dagger would be given up there. We did so. At least a hundred
gavages must have been at the Point; t_lr'ey offered us bowp and
arrows which ‘we refused, and then they made signs that they would
bring the dagger. ‘We returned to Ross and reported all the circums-

stances to Colonel Tytler, Joe was placed during the night betwsen
37
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two natives as a guard in a sepaﬁ*ate hut in the Andaman Eiome, but_
not before he had time to explain to all the other aboriginey there
what had happened. Topsy assured me that if I took her over in the

morning she would bring the dagger. I, therefore, did so ; but as the?
savages, instead of the dagger, brought only hows and arrows, I loft
Topsy and returned. I felt confident that the dagger would be given

up, but it seemed an admirable opportunity to teach Joe and the
others a lesson in equity‘and moral justice for their future good beha-

viour. He was, therefore, by Colonel Tytler's orders put into fetters ;

but as be tried, either in play or carnest, to strike the carpenter who

was fastening them, his hands were also tied behind him, but this
part of the punishment was remitted about an hour after. Ahlout
woon, I again went for Topsy. There were now very few to be seen

on the beach, but through a telescope we could see Jacko ﬂourlshmo

my dagger; when we approached nearer he swam out and delivered
it up to me, and then ¢ Topsy *’ and other women and children care

into the boat and returned with us to Ross Island. T kept them all

with me on the shore till I had sent for the ironsmith, who accom-

panied me to the Andaman Home and struck off the fetters from Joe

before them all, while I held the dagger before Joe o show him that

(his purloining had been the cause of his imprisonment, and that the
‘restitution of it now was the cause of his release. The good results
‘of this firm treatment of the aborigines has already hecome appa-
reudt.

I have been to N orth Point, and amoungst the Au:}ama.nese, since
the oceurrences above related, and the good understanding with them
which was temporarily suspended, is quite restored,

(Mr, Corbyn’s conduct in the above affair of the dagger was per-
fectly correct,— M, V. P.)

On this narrative the Government of India remark thaf they have
read it with great inferest, and will be glad to hear from time to time
reports of the further progress, made by the meritorious exertions of
the Reverend Mr. Corbyn, towards establishing friendly relations with
the Andamanese, and obtaining any real and reliable information as
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take across and land him on the mainland, giving him on his arriva)
there some small presents, and to his tribe two pigs and other provi-
sions to celebrate his release. We nccordingly sailed across about
noon and approached the coast directly opposite Middle Camp.
On our way to it we passed North Point, where smoke issued from

the jungle, and two Andamanese were seen, but held timidly aloof
frora us, As we entered the bay opposite their camp, some of them
responded to our calls and signalled to us to land, while the Anda-

manese in the boat held up fruit and invited them to swim to us.
‘We could see crowds of aborigines assembled under cover of thick
bushes on the beach ; they had apparently come down in large masses,
as if expeeting some hostile demonstration, and most of them silently
watohed us aba secure distance, and acted as they always do when
uncertain of our temper and suspicious of our designs. They were
. divided into two large bodies geparated by a thick elump of frees,
those on the left or south side were chiefly full grown and athletic
men headed by Crusoe, #nd the others on the right, apparently a
reserve guard, protecting the women and children who were squatted
in de-nge masses under newly-made huts, which on subsequent in-
spection were found to form the largest collective camp which we.
have yet seen on the coast. Before starting I had directed the
coxswain to keep out our cutter at a greater distance than usual from
the shore, as I had anticipated some such scene as we now witnessed
 betokening distrust and alarm on the partof the savages, in conse.

gquence of the intimations of our displeasure, and the warnings which
1 had expected and intended should be conveyed to them by Topsy,
Topsy herself was amongst the crowd, but held back, or was probably
kept back by the rest, in approhension of some disaster. As our
mission was of a peaceful and friendly character, and a demonstration
of displeasure could no longer be maintained consistently with the
object in view, which was to celebrate with suitable rejoicing the
release of their Chief, Snowball, we did our utmost to allay their
alarm by exhibiting gifts and making the usual signs of kind intex.

tions and a friendly disposition towards them, As a measure of

caution, howeyer, before distributing the presents, I called to them

b

g



" it

e J \ "-(.

4081 A HISTORY OF OUR KELATIONS

to swim ont to us with bows and arrows, a large nu_mbér of which
were oollected, and would have heen delivered to the Superintendent
as property of Government had they not Leen appropriated by the *
sailors before I had time to fecure. ﬂ}em, as soon as we returned to
Ross Island. . | _

(The Naval Brmadesmen seem to have been “very uudlsclplmed
and were as usual troublesome and disorderly-—ﬂ' K, _P)

The squeaking of the pigs which the sailors held up served as the
best bait 'of all to attract the savages. They shouted and danced
wildly, and unable to resist the spell plunged through the surf and
soon surrounded the hoat, throwing in their bows and arrows, and
calling < Mio,” * Rogo,” and as soou as they were in the boat seized
the pigs and gloated qwao'ely over them. -

To our surprise the news of Snowball’s release and hls presence
in the boat excited no general sensation. One of the Andamanese,
a man of some age, whom I had not seen before, hugged and wailed
over him, but there was not on this as on previous occasions a chorus
of noisy weepers: even the solitary mourner, as soon as his sorrow
was quenched, appeared to forget all about it, and wiping ama.y the
semblance of tears, younced greedily upon a bag of biscuits, in the
process of lightening which he shewed an appetite truly prodtglous,
and which had apparently not suffered from recent emotion,

- (Mr. Corbyn does not seem to have understood that there was no
question of grief, but that the Anda,manese ery when meeting after
a long separation, from joy. Fur‘bher, ag Snowball had been
absent for long, and under serious ctrcmmstances, it was not ethuette
for the general hody of the Andama,nes& to cry over him until eome
hours after his arrival, the crying whem once started probably lastmg
all night—M. 7. P.). i

Though Snowball’s return produced no great sensation, a fow
of them showed great tenderness in the care with which they treated
him, nursing him in their arms and on their laps, and pinching and
pressing his side to ease the pain from which he was suffering. To
make certain of his release, they were preparing fo stealthily remove



