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to thelr numbers, a.nd aa to the existence of any chlef m‘ GhleifS’
‘whom authomty is exercised among them.

| Cm'byn, seems to have subjected a small and com: paratively helpless
| party to the risk of being attacked by an overwhelming number of
 natives, and the arrangements made for the protection of the arms

!;he guard been made. -

. An allowance of one hundred rupees per mensem was sanctioned
for tl&e A.ndaman Home. A ticket-ofleave conviet named J. Peterson
| was lin charge of this Home under Mr, Corbyn, and seems to have

l}_ gﬁméd ﬁhe aﬂectmn of tb,e Andamanesa, and to have done good work,
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| Great caution was, howavar, to be observed in sendmg explormg i
-:j'ex:pedﬂmns mﬁo the interior. The expedition, as related by Mr

lott on the beach were of quesbwnabl& sufﬁclency had any attack om
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OHAPTER XI

Naiative No. 2, by Mz, dorbyn, with motes—His expedmons into the mtamn with
the Andamanege, and hig gradual taming: of thom —Naval Brigadesmen in  trouble
at Chiriya Tdpu— Children  taught--Habits of the  Andamanose—Stovies of
Andamanese kiduapped, ete,--Sir Robert Napier’s visit to the Andamans.

Nan release of Joe inspired the other two captives, Jumbo and !
Suowball, with hopes of liberation for which they now renewed
their entreaties. - i

Last Saturday (the 4th July, 1863), an untoward circumstance
again made it necessary for me to visibt the mainland. Two escaped
conviets were brought to Ross, who had been ill-treated and shot at by
the alorigines, and one of them so badly wounded that no hope was
entertained of his recovery, Soon after the death of Pratt, a man of
the Naval Brigade who had been killed by the aborigines, acts of
cruel hostility to the Settlement on the part of the latter were of
almost daily occurrence. (This seems to be an exaggeration; no such
acts are mentioned in Colonel Tytler’s reports—2L. ¥, P.); but since the
imprisonment of Snowball and Jumbo, and the friendly visits of the
tribe, they had almost or altogether ceased. I, therefore, caused
much surpiise when the two conviets Nahser and Davy appear-,
ed here, one with bruises and a slight wound in the right side
and the other with a severe and aimost mortal wound in the head,
alleged to have been made by arrows shot at them by Andamanese
supposed to be on friendly terms with us, Their account was that
they had escaped from Abecrdeen and gone on by Haddo beyond
Viper, whenee they floated on a raft to the opposite coast, and walked
round North Point to a place, whieh, by their description, must have
been Chief Camp, where they met many of the aborigines. They
said that the savages at North Point had fotubly deprived them of
their food, and others at Chief Camp had seized & brass vessel from
one of them ; thaton Tuesday, the 30th of June, which was the very
day after our visit to Chief Camp, and the same day on which the
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dagger was delivered up, some of the savages, after completely de-
nuding them, wantonly and deliberately shot at them; fhat their
imploring gestures and frantio supplications to them to desist had no
effect in culbinv their relpntless harbarity ; and that the Andamanese
women looked on unmoved, or with savage delight, at the crueltleq

practisad upon them. |
On receiving these accounts the Eaupermtandent considered it

necessary to mako the Andamanese in our possession (1) understand

that such acts of inhumanity would no longer be tolerated ; and as
T had before succeeded in imparting a clear impression o their
minds, which led to the recovery of my dagger, he desired me now
to make them distinetly understand that the repetition of these
‘cruelties. would provoke summary refribution; that the lives of
Natives belonging to this Settlement were to be as much respected
as the lives of Eur Dpeans ; and that we were determmed to protest
them. _
(The men were convicts and had no busmess torun away. Though
the savages carr iod their treatment of them too far, it was a mistake
to avenge the ill-treatment of these men with the same severity as
if they had been free Buropeans of the Settlement. For disciplinary
reasons it was preferable for the cenviets fo imagine that the abori-
gines would always 1ll-trmt and murder them, as it would check their
escapes— M., ¥V, P.) * -
. There was but one way of making the idea intelligible to their
winds, and that method I a,dopted I sent for Junmbo and his wife
Topsy, and for Joe and Jacko. I took them towards the Native
hospibal. T had a bow and arrow in my hand and also an unloaded
pistol. The Native who was slightly wounded was with me. About
halfway to the hespital from a hill we could see North Point and
Ohief Camp, I called their attention o the wound on the body of
the Native, showed them with the bow and arrow how it bad been
inflicted, and then pointed fo theix camp, telling them as well as I
could in disconnected words of their language that he had been Woundéd
'.by their tribe. I then pointed the pistol by turns at Jumbo, Joe, and
Jacko, still making signs to them that their clan had shot the Native,

-
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and by my angty and menacing gestures making them quake with
the horrible fear that their lives were in instant peril. Topsy made
frantic gestures, which I understood to imply that her fribe was not
at fault, that it was another tribe, pointing southward, and when the
Native indicated that it had been done at Chisf Oamp, she still,
assenting to what he said, resolutely pointed southwards, as much
as to say that it had been done beyond North Point, but by one of
the aborigines belonging to the Southern Tribe. She also made un-
mistakable signs, which were interpreted in that view by other
persons present, that if we would send her over, she would bring to
us tho man who had shot the Native, and pointing to Jumbo’s chains
made us understand that wo could then put him in irons. At the
bospital, T showed them the man who had been so severely wounded,
exhibiting his wound, and again going through the pantomime des-
cribed, which I did with much reluctance, as Jumbo was so agita-
ted with fear that he could hardly stand, and Topsy covered him
with her body to shield hita from harm ; but it was a case on which
human life depended and which demanded extreme actions, and I
felt that it was better fo cduse momentary terror to these rockless
and ruthless savages han any longer to allow the lives of unoffending
persons o be exposed to their orael caprices and brutal love of
butehery.

By Colonel Tytler's order Topsy was taken to North Point the
same afternoon, after I made ber understand that she was expressly
sent to detect and bring back the perpetrators of the crime. With
the utmost confidence in her sagacity, intelligence, and good and
friendly disposition, I confess that I entertained no hope of ber res
deeming her promiss, which was unnatural to expect, nor that any-
thing could prompt Hher to such treachiery but the superior motive of
devotioh to her husband and alarm for his safety. ]

The arrival next day of the steamer Arracan with despatches
from Government eomipletely Gh&nged the programme of proceedings
and compelled the adoption of a different line of action with regard
to the aborigines. Oolodel Tytler having received orders from
Government to liberate Snowball, desired mie on Monday, the 5th, to
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and carry him from the boat, but I intercepted their plans as soon
as T observed them by taking hold. of Snowball and keeping him securely
till T could land him and give him up myself without yielding |to
force or stratagem. After making ineffectual attempts to reach 1he
shore at Middle Camp, which we were unable to do on account of the
heavy surf, which would have drenched onr clothes and fire-arms, we
steered towards North Point, intending to land at a temporary camp
whicl they had formed there, and made signs to them to follow us.
All the aborigines whom we| had brought from Ross had
already swum ashore, but we had now about twelve others in the boat,
some of wham, as soon as our anchor was weighed, jumped over, and
EVia Rasbi Shett suspicion were almost inclined to do so, but remained

probably interested in Snowball’s fate, and probably also in the pigs

and provisions, The erowds on shope at first refused to follow, and
sat sullenly on the beach, as before, watching our movements with
suspicion. But the squeaking of the pigs again proved irresistible,
and hefore we had turned North Peint the whole coast was erowded,
and on landing we were surrounded by men, women, and children, all
clamouring for the food we brought them, and so eager to get it that
it required the utmost vigilance and firmness of the guard to provent
their snatehing away the bags before they were even landed.
Snowball’s friends were allowed to carry him on shore, and
they immediately deposited him in ome of their huts, close toa
smouldering fire, where a few of them remained rubbing his sides and
tending him with much care and kindness. He had been suffering
for some days from a low fever common to the aborigines, and on the
* previous day had been attended by the Civil Surgeon, who adminis-
. tered an emetic, and afterwards some quinine mixture, which had a
| favourable effect; and we hoped that his release and return to his
\friends, and the application of remedies used by his people, and fo
‘which he was accustomed; would speedily restore his health, The
young shoots of the mangrove, which are bitter, are said to possess
tonic properties, and it is supposed that the aborigines use them when
suflering from fever or other debﬂztatmﬁ- digseases. (They do not use

thvm.-—-ﬂ Vi sy
dog
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The food which we hrOught absorbed their attentlon to the excla-
gion of Snowball and every other objeet. Two goats which had died
from matural causes, and which the aborigines in the Home refused to
eat, had been brought, and were devoured. As a matter of economy,
it is desirable that the Andamanese by eating them shonld relieve the
Settlement of defunct cattle and vther refuse commodities. f

(They are usually very particular about eatlng such ' things.—
MRy _

It was a satisfactory sign of the confidence of this tnbﬁ in our
clemency and good faith that Snowball was not immediafiely carried
to a place of concealment, but allowed to temaio in the hut in which
they bad placed him during the hour or two that we Wera on shore
watching their proceedings, and that on the following day, when we
visited them at Chief Camp, he was again there, ‘and no (disposition
was shewn to oconceal him from us, or 'to remove him when we
landed. |

The Andamanese mode of killing pigs has bee:n 80 often deseribed
that it is needless to repeat the deseription here. It is enough to say
that, as we refused to lend them knives, they used a piece of sharpened
bamhoo, and made the incision on the right side of the throat, and
not as they usually do through the heart first by a slit with o piece
of glass across the skin, and then a deep thrust info the wm.l part
with a sharp pointed prong of bamboo. | | _

While the feast was proceeding a canoe was seen approaching,
and soon four aborigines came up with bows and arrows, which they
readily gave up to the sailors, They seemed to be of another tribe,
of somewhat different form and features, and their chief, a man of fine
appearance, sturdy and erect, and taller than all the others. = Topsy
pointed to bim, and made signs to me to bring him to Ross Island,
which I understood to mean that he was the person who had been
guilty of the offence, for which we sent her to warn the aborigines,
of shooting at the eseaped conviots, but I was unwilling to take ad-
vantage of that occasion for his forcible arrest, by which I should
again bave awakened their alarm and suspicion, and especially under
such doubtful conjectures of his guilt, as it seemed quite possible

15y
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that Topsy might wish to make him an innocent victiﬁn to screen the

real offender. I hoped, too, that even if her information proved
corveet, some other more favourable opportunity woiild ocour to des
tect and apprehend him. I, therefore, merely d1reeterl the sailors to
endeavour to coax him to go with us, not pointedly, nor singly, but

in company with others ; and with a view to make sn agreeable ims
pression on the chief of ‘% new tribe, I showed himn many marks of

civility and kindness. I dissuaded the sailors from fjoing to examine
their canos, in order to avoid everything that might excite their

apprehension. The aborigines might be induced to come to the
Settlement in their canoes if they felt that these vere safo, and that
none of their property would he molested, but so 1aany eanoes have
been taken:a from them in former times, that they are now afraid to
shew them, and draw them up oreeks, and hide them in the jungles
when they see us coming, and while these fears last our visits must
always ocoasion them inconvenience and anxiety.

I consider it a curious circumstance that in all our expervience of
these people we hayve not observed a single instatice of bickering or
disputing between them. I have never heard a cross word from one
Andamanese to another, nor seen a movement of the countenance
which would indicate anger or displeasure of one¢ towards another.
If one asks anything of another it is at once yieldel, either as if there
was an understood reason for the request, or that it was backed by

foree of acknowledged and indisputable authority. Whatever: their

form ﬂf government and the internal economy of their arrangements
thers is a most perfect subordination. of all to some head or controll-
ing power, and an order prevails which can be the result only of a
system of preseribed rules, and which shows that they are not wani-
ing in method and organization.

(The system is a real communism, and the guvemmo power is the
general fear of the resentment of the other, whigh would lead him to

commit murder.—2L. V. P.)

The Andamanese, Crusoe, is always the Eost busy and enernetu,;
\and, if possible, the most grasping. He prepared the repast, saw to
the clean.mg and cooking of the pigs and goats, and appropriated the

3ag 2
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' lar gest share of choicest picces, THe hm a harsh 'but stentormn vome», |
W}mh lie exerts to its full force when excited ; ho shows exutemenb
by striking his back (¥) with his clenched hand, waving | his aym over

his head, and by other violent gestures. Many of the Andamunese’
have a habit of striking their breasts with great force under emntmﬂs

of pain or pleasure. (Tt 15 @ gesture of sur&ma.wﬂf g B

They carried away the pig’s entrails, and also the rice and bl%cujts,‘ -

in bundles of leaves fustened with creepers. Sowe of them remained
that night at North Point, as we could see by their fires, and no |

doubt enjoyed a grand vepast and entertainment, 'When we were
preparing to return, some of them showed an mclmatmn to accoms-
pany ug, but did not eventually do so, prefexring as we supposed the
foast which we had provided for them at their Gwn encampment,

We have seen enough of them now to know that when we wish them |

to return with us it is advisable to go to them without provisions, for
weo must admit the unflattering fact that it is not any particular
love of us, bul chiefly the greed of food which tempts them to the
Settlemont, -

On Wednesday, the 10th instant, T again went with some officers

of Her Majesty’s Steamer Arracan to  visit the aborigines af

Middle Camp. There was a large concourse of men and boys on the
beaeh, and in a recess in the jungle, at a short distance from the
shore, a number of newly made huts, under each of which were

huddled together some eight or ten members of a family., Most of
them were covered all over with daubs of red paint, varied with

white patches, T wished to obfain some of this paint, but they eithex
did not understand me, or were unwilling to let me see the ingredients
from which they formed it. One of the officers afterwards told me
that he saw a lump of a hard substance from which it was made that
looked like gum. The paint is most probably obtained from the bark
of some tree ; it is very sticky, and seems to be mixed with pig’s
groase, and cleaves go firmly to the skin that it is difficult to wash it
off even while moist. :

(The hard substance was & lump of vesin, used for making
torches, and not for making paint, The latter is not obtained from




- when found they took away with great delight.
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There was a great number of old peupla, male and female, in Lhe
pamp and five or siz babies, the youngest could not have been more

than four or five days hown, | 'L'he aborigines have a pathway into
the interior, but the thorny bushes, through which only these nimble

islanders can twine their way, rendered it difficalt for us to proceed

~ far along it, It would be intevesting to trace it at a future time

with a party of Native Sappers.  In each hut we saw a lot of pigs
skulls suspended to the roof by twine, which seemed, from the value

. which they attached to them, to have been hung up there as trophies.

(They were.~—M. ¥, P.) The fact that we found there no othen
skulls, but those of turtles and human skulls, confirms the supposition

that there are no esculent mammalia, except pigs, in their jungles,

They were ready to eat anything, for we brought {n our boat a
basket of dead ducks which they had not noticed at/first, and which
[

I had an opportunity of secing the good effect of the admonition
given to Joe on the rest of his tribe. One of them, who was a straus

ger to me, was wabching his opportunity to appropriate a penknife '

which T had lent him, when another, guessing his intention, whiss

peved gome words in his ear, and without my giving the slightest hint
that I wanted my knife back ﬂgam, he at once closed the blade and

handed it over to me.
I was glad to see signs of improvement in their manner towards
us, and of a more friendly disposition in the spontaneous readiness

with whieh they helped us to land, carrying us through the surf on

their backs, and also any bundles or other weights which we chose
to entrust to them. They also bring through the jungles without
demur any loads which we pub upon them, carrying them for us
safely, and break and remove the hranches which lie in our way, and
most carefully pluck off the thorns and brambles, which sometimes
stick to us, and which are so sharp that only their hard and nimble

~ fingers can safely grasp them.

In, my former report I remarked on the sleek and robust ap-
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pearance of many of the .Andamanese; hut we have since met with
others who are not so well fed and thriving. Some indeed are pain-
fully emaciated in appearance, Hunger sharpens their rapacity, and
the sight of food makes them almost ferocious in their eagerness
to obtain if, and may oftsn have stimulated them to deeds of
plunder and cruel violence, It is still a debated question whether
the natives of these islands are cannibals. It is, of course, impos-
sible to argue from the presence of human skulls near their dwellings,
since these may be merely vilued relies of their own deceased kins-
men, except that some are as large as the skulls of ordinary human
beings, and too large to be in proportion to their diminutive bodies ;

but still skulls and other remains of deceased persons of ancther race,
possibly trophies of slaughtered enemies, may be found about their
encampments without establishing the fact of their cannibalism.

What lends, howsver, most strength to tae supposition, is the fact of
the great strait to which in cerfain seasons, or at some antecedent.
period, they may bave been reduced by hunger, and thus a relish
has been acquired which might engender the horrible practice,
The love of raw flesh (7) is another presumption in favour of the sup-
position, Their object in singeing a pig, for it cannnot be called
roasting, seems not to be to cook it, but to warm the skin and render
it -soft, so as the more easily to scrape off all the bristle, which they
do with a sharpened bamboo, tarning it firom side to side and serap-
ing as it singes. Their cooking of the goats ocoupied only one or two
minutes, and it would probably have beern dispensed with altogether
had I not pointed to the fire and suggested the advantage of a little
roasting. We gave them a bag of condemned biscuits which had
been thoroughly soaked with salt water, and so long lying in the Com-
missariat store-rooms that they had formed into lumps which were
mildewed and filled with maggots. The savages pryed into the bag,
and when they saw its contents, wished to carry it away forcibly;
and when we afterwards emptied it, there was a general scramble,
and hands, and leaves, and baskets were all brought into requisition

to gather up the last soiled morsels. (The pig and goats would be

afterwards boiled, before being eaten.—M. 7. P,).-
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The Andamanese set great value on all rope and. net-work. Beads
which are only ornamental, are not so much cared for. The bunches
of beads which were given to Snowball I afferwards saw adorning
Jacko’s person, fastened round his waist and forming a belt which he
had plastered all over with red paint, so that nome of the original
colonrs of the beads could be distinguished. Some of the women had

pieces of white muslin tied round their heads; they muost have had

them gome time in their possession, for they never to my knowledge
carried away any muslin from the Settlement. Flannel and other
clotlling, which they might be supposed to care for, they not only do
not appreciate, but tear to pieces and throw away.- In walking
thronugh the jungles I pulled out of the mud a pair of flannel drawers
which I had given to one of them, and which had been cut up and
" trampled in the dirt. The Andamanese discard all covering, and
wear only as distinotive badges () bands formed of their jungle
rope, and ornamented with painted pig's bones, round their brows
and waists ; but the women, even their youngest female children,
are never seen altogether mnaked; their waisthands are larger than
those worn by the men, and they can always be distinguished af a
distance by the bunches of dry grass or fibre which hang from their
waists behind; and in front they have a small covering of green leaves
tightly fastened to their waist-belts. I have never seen in either the
men or women the least sign of indelicacy; the women are quite
modest, but at the same time confiding, free, and familiar; they will
place their arms round our necks, sit on our laps, rest their heads in
close contact with our faces in a way that the uninitiated would con-
sider most amorous, and take many other sportive and harmless liber-
ties, but in the most perfect guilelessness, and without a single con«
scious thought of doing anything out of course or unbecoming.
Their husbands though, as was terribly shewn in the unhappy ease of
the murder of a Buropean, tenacious of the honour of their women,
show no uneasiness or jealousy in the freedom with which they

treat us, as if too simple, or too confiding to suspect improper |

motives.
The Andamanese seem o assign no particular department of work
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to their women; the latfer usually remain in the ecamp with iﬁ"}le'
children, taking cave of their huts and property, while the rmen are
on the chase or fishing, We have sometimes found not more than
eight or ten men at the Chief Camp, and these generaﬂly the oldest
and most sickly, and when we have asked the cause of the absence of
the rest, they have pointed to the jungles with words and gestures
signifying that most of their tribe had gone into the mtclrmr on hunt+
ing excursions in siareh of their favonrite “ Rogo.” Juwo informed
me that there was plenty of the latter in the jungles op; posite Middlz
Camp. The numbm* of sick in their camp that we have seen in recent
visits shews that with all theiv hardy habits and simple and primitive
mode of living, the damp and malarious climate of the Andamans tries |
even their robna’f constitutions vory severely. It seems a wmatter of
surprise to some persons that so much sickness should prevail amongst
Baropeans and Natives on the sea-girt island which we odeupy, but
they would no longer wonder at it if they could see the effect of the
Bouth-West Monsoon on the aborigines who have inhabited these
islands through many generations, and who it might be supposed
would be thoroughly acelimatised and inured to the ehanging and in-
clement seasons. The most curious fact is that they appear to enjoy
better health on their own selected swampy grounds, and under their
half exposed and feebly protected dwellings, than om this island,
which is cleared of all jungle, and where they have the comfort of &
well-ventilated and thoroughly water-tight house, raised about three
feet from the ground, besides the advantawe of ample clothing, warm
blankets, and simple and wholesome food, with no work to do, but
learning the alphabet, and walking exercise ad Zibitum. '
(On Ross Island they were always exposed to the wind without
the shelter of the jungle in which the full force and effect of the
wind is never felt; they were not permitted to paint themselves with
their oily pigments which afforded their skinsa protection against
chills; they used clothing to which they were not accustomed, and
which they threw off when they folt hot and thus got chilled; they
had a changed diet which affected their stomachs, and a changed life
which affected their minds; and they were thus, and by inaction so



‘different from their active jungle life, predisposed fo illness,
.M FoB) o |

They suffer most from cmwhs and ecolds, ague, fever, and severe
headache, It is thought that their ¢ tattooing ™ is for a sanitary

purpose, for they always wish to do it to their peopie here when they

are suffering from any illness. (M. Corbyn confounds the “ bleeding’

which is done in sickness to relieve inflammation, :md “ tattooing !’

which is for ornament only-—-.&[ 07 0 ]

As a remedy forillness it is a very barbarous and eruel one. (No
doubt, but what would the doctors in Burope fifty years before have
said to Mr. Corbyn for this remark—2. 7. P.)

Jumbe bhad his leg tattooed by Topsy mote than a month ago,

and he las ever since suffered extreme pain from the sores which are’

still raw and bloodye | i .
I now proceed to & briof account of fwo subsequent visits to tbc
mainland, which afforded further opportunities of improving qur
acquamtance with the aborigines. |

The ob]ect of the first was to carry back to their homes some
Andamanese children, and to endeavour onee more to ﬁnd a Passage

40 a supposed encampment in the interior.

Some officers of the drracan accompanied the party, which
was composed of the usual guard of Naval Brigade men and some
men of the Sappers under command of Captain Wetherall.

On ounr arrival at Chief Camp we found only a few Andamanese
in the hotsy the hea,d-qmrters of the ftribe had heen moved to an
encnmpment further to the north, to which, later in the day, we
followed them. I =.

Before commeneing our ]ourney \we cleared a wide space in front
of the beach by cutting down a tree which had spread its branches
over the sand, and which, while it remained there, formed a covert,
ander shelter of which the aborigines could aim at us with their
bows and arrows without cur seeing them, while we were exposed fo
their attack in our boats or on the beach. On a former occasion,

when there appeared some danger of an encounter with them, a
3
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. A

number of them rushed behind this tres and took up a position of
defence there, as if aware of the advantage whick it gave them in
the event of a disturbance ; and thev would then praba,bly have shot
at some of us if we had not taken one of them a prisoner, and held.
him before us to cover our retreat. '_ .

This done, we pursued the inland route, alon; the road formerly
cleared by the Bappers; but afterwards ﬂndm" marks of a track
branching into another direstion, we follo Wed it in hope that it might
lead to 7n encampment, in/which we were mot disappointed ; for, after
we had proceeded about fwo miles,’ -Welisuddenly came upon a party
of abprigines grouped together in a clgared englosure, which was so
thickly surronnded with jungle that it was not/till we were within a
few yords of it that wo saw the smoke of ther fire; and we might,
evan at that distance, bave p'\ssed it by unnoticed had not our courge
loin across a stream sbove which the smoke issued,

They remained quite silent till we camo close to them, as if
playfully or for some reason, wishing to concoal themselves ; they then
jumped ap ¢ and came towards us, seeming much amused that we had
found out their hiding place. dJingo and Jacko, who were of the
number, but 80 grotesquely painted that we could not recognise their
features, explained to us that they had just returned from hunting,
but apparently without suceess, as Vrhera were no pig bones, Nno¥ ro-
mains of food on the ground ; they ‘had taken the precaution to put
away their ‘weapons and other 'r;roperty, but, onour promising not to
follow thewl, they fetched us sonie hows and arrows from some bushes
where they had concealed them.

The discovery of this encampment in the densest part of the jungle
is of some interest, as showing the fallacy of the opinion, so long
maintained, that the interior of these islands is not inhabited, and that
the -abcsriginul population is altogether restricted to the coast, both on
5(:00111“& of the density of the forest, and the want of food any where '
bt near the sea.

The density of the forest is certainly no bar to its oecupation, faf
they have been found in all parts of the forest which have yet be_;,n
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%é‘mtraiﬁedi; and..-the_x_fgct' that theix chief employment is pig hiting
shows that they arenot entirely ‘dqpendent’. on the coast ﬁshe]riesx1 for
their subsistence. . ' I
'The numerous cracks and riveps by which the interior is inter-
sected, and which abound with fish, must yield quite as plantit'ul)'! and

much more certain subjsistence thax the sea, which for more thsz halt

the yoear is almost unapproachable on account of the surf and stermy
Wes._;her : and even Native eonvicts, who have escaped from the
Settioment, have contrived to subsist for a length of time ou the
herhs and berries whigh are found ia the woods.

[t is probable, thevefore, that the aborigines roam all over the
mainland in search of food and. in the spirit of adventure, and that

their resources are as varied and abundant as their range is extensive.

(Dudhngth had already ascertained the above facts, which to o certaln
extent are correct, hut the difference between the Ax-yaato and Firems
tdga tribes was not then known—2a. VP i

Mope recently some of them, appiurently of another ftribe, have
been miet with in the very heart of the interior; and an aéquainljamca
with their language and further resparches may yeb discover ‘o us
numerpus tribes occupying inland tracts, and living quite as much by
the chase and the wild produce of the soil as by fishing.

Our explorations came to an end about & mile further, some of our
party being too fatigued to continue the journey ; we, therefore, agreed
to return and proceed in our boats further to the north, whare the

aborigines had fixed their new encampment.

Tue Andamanese with us directed wus to a sandy beach about two

' miles to the north, and on nearer approach we saw a long row of huts

and crowds of men and women in great bustle, rununing from one hut to
another, and carrying away bundles which probably contained  pro-
perty, which they were anxious to conceal from us. We had much
difficulty in landing; the sarf rose so high that few of us escaped a

drenching, and the sailors were obliged to leave their fire-arms in

the boats, which, however, were sufficiently near to render assistance

if it had been needed.
' ' 3u32
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‘The rice and biscuits which we had brought as our wusual peace

offering to the aborigines were complotely saturated with salt water,
but to their taste they were no "wors-a for their wetting. ' They caried

them to the camp where themI was a great scramblo-—all of them
erowding round with leaves andmhmllu and baskets to catch the con-

tents of the bags as they were dmtmbuted 3 it was amusing to observe,
their cunning artifices to attract iy attention as I served out the rice
to them—those whom I kaew thrust themselves most prominently
before me, reminding me of our acquaintance by pointing to them-
selves, and repeating the names which we had given them : the
woman Emma put her baby forward to infercede for her and wished
to force him into my arms, and the sly’ little cre&htura aided her diplo=

maey by holding out his tiny hands( towards me, and Iookmg at me”

most appealingly ; and when I gave himx some tice he- -ate it raw, as
did also his mother and other aborigines,

There were great lamentations in the camp/aver one of the boys
who had returned with us ; he had been abseat some weeks, and his
apprehensive relations hiad probably been distressing their minds with
misgivings of his safety, or fears that he might not be allowed to

return to them again, I never knew people niore eccentric in their

alfection, They will sometimes, when they meet again after only a
night’s separation, fall on each other’s necks and weep most affect-
ingly, thongh they have been at the same time on the same island,
and sepyrated only by the distance hetween my house and the
Andaman Home,

‘We bad an opportunivy this time of seeing the manufavture of
hemp for bowstrings. It was obtained from the under-bark of a
light coloured tree, peculiar to the Andaman jungles ; they peeled
off long stripy, and wove it together with their hands and feet : it is

strong and durable, but not so flexible as some thinner twine they

use for fishing lines, and which seems to be made of a softer fibre.
(There are several mistakes here. There is mno hemp in the
Andaman Islands. What Mr. Corbyn saw was the manufacture of
“ Bétrao*’ rope, from the ¢ Alaba ** fibre; thisis used for turtle-
harpoon lines, and for turtle nets. It is never used for bowstrings

-
" o

‘x;
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_ m fﬁe- m_iliqing of which “Y6lba” fibre is exelusively used. The
Andamanese have uo fishing lines—M. V. P.) _ _
They showed themselves much more friendly disposed towards us

‘now than they had been in the morning. At the other camp they
Leld aloof from us at first, and seemed rather morose and suspicigus,

 whieh T attributed to the presence of so many armed Nafives whom,
| they seem to fear, o rather distrust, much more than Europeans,
 perhaps because they have learnt that we never use weapons against
them exoept in defence or under great provocation, or in cases of
pxtrome necessity ; while experience has taught them that the former
are nof always o serupulous and forbearing. I have heard that ab
~ one time some of the south tribe used frequently to visit the Settlos
ment at Viper Island, and were on very friendly terms with the
native fishermen, whom they assisted in mending their nets, and
" never molested or interfored with their fisheries—when all as onge
for some trifling offence of some petty thefts of fruitund vegetables,

in which they had been indulged till they thought it allowable, the

natives attacked them with sticks and stones, and because they
resisted, as it was natural they should do, they were hunted down and
shot, and several of them. were wounded, and one or more killed.
The consequence bas been that, though often seen in their canoces,
they never again_ap;?i'oa.checl the island, and always fled from boats
which followed them, and no advances conld induce them to hold any
communication with us till very recently. These were probably the
same people whom 1 described as being so cruel and implacable in
‘their hatred tO'waljf,'{éz native convicts, as having resisted my friendly
overtures to them notwithstanding the mediation of the Andamanese
with ne, who 1o doubt gave them a favourable representation of the
treatment they have met with, I was not surprised to hear,
when I returned with Captain Wetherall to the othier camp where
we had left the Sappers, that the Andamanese occupying that camp
had all taken their departure simultaneously with us, some of them
11aving followed us, and the rest retreafed into the woods carrying
away everything but the bare huts with them. (It is due fto Mujor
Haughton’s administration of Andamanese affairs to point oub that

(.,-"I_‘f :’; :)-. '
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My, Corbyn has given above a distorted acoount of the oceurrences on
Viper Island. His statements ave exaggerated and incorreot, and he
appears to overlook the habitual looting by his own parties of the
Andamanese bows and arrows.—-M, V. P.) . RS

This trip ended, wesoon afterwards (18th Juns) formed a party to
visit the south coast, where we expected to meet with the trihe who
ware known to frequent the woods about Aberdeen, and who distin-
ouished themselves some years ago by the part which they took in a
ludierous gkirmish known in the chronicles of the Settlement as the
* Pattle of Aberdeen. _ | | i

(I have heard agcounts of the ¢ Battle of Aberdeen ”’ from Lieutas
nant Warden, who was present in command of partof the Naval
Brigade ; from Wologa Jélah, one of the Andamanese chiefs in com-
mand of the aborigines ; and from other Andamanese who were pre-
sent ; and it would appear that, far from leing a ¢ ludicrous skir-
mish, "’ it was the most desperate and determined attack ever made
on our Settloment. The intention of the aborigines was, they
acknowledge, to exfterminate us. M, Corbyn might have allowed
his own work with the Andamanese to stand on its own merits, and
thers was no mnecessity for him to belittle the work of his prede-
cessors, or to bhold the occurrences of their time up to unjust ridi-
cule,—M. V. FP.)

We started in large force; the officors of the Arrecun and
Tubal Cain lent two boats, and most of them accompanied us;
Lieutenant Gill, who bad come in the drracan in command of a
detachment of soldiers in charge of prisoners, brought with him
twelve of his raen, and Colonel Tytler furnished a guard of an equal
number of armed natives, The Andamanese woman Topsy acted as
our guide, but was with great difficulty persuaded to go with ug—
she screamed and cried, and clung to her hugband Jumbo, and
appealed with tears to Colonel Tytler not to allow them tobe separated,
and when we pulled away from the island she kept her eyes fixed
on the besch, and shouted to Jumbo who ran slong the shore and
responded to her eries till wo were out of hearing. We assured her
that we should return that evening, but the sight of ourlarge party,
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and of 80 many boats stemmg not towards her own ‘camp but in an
~ ppposite dlreotmn,&eemed to alarm her, and she may have supposed
that we were bent on a hostile expedition against the South Tribe,

and feared the consequences if she fell into their bands ; as it i§

evident, from their frequent repudiation of any connection Wlth them,
that there is no friendly feeling between the aborigines of the morth
and those who oceupy the mainland to the southward. As we passed
by the coast mear “ Aberdeen "’ we waved buniches of plantama and
called to the aborigines, some of whom were seen on the trees skip-
ping from branch to ‘brand1 with the nimbleness of monkeys ; but
from the hemht from which they were watching us, they could see
the muskets in our beats, which probably frightened them, for they
neither replied nor approached any nearer. The party went on to
Snake Island, andlanded on it for breakfast, There was a great
abundance of rare shells on the beach ; and Topsy seemed to be seusible
of their value tous; for, as soon as we landed, she went, of her own
acecord, and collefetéwd n large number of them for me, and made such
a good selection that I was glad to accept them ; at this she was
pleased, saying she had collected them for M}qola " the name which
the aborigines have given me gignifying  Profector.”’ (Maia or
Mém Jélah, a Honorific meaning ¢ a person of importance,” “one to
be be respected,” ¢ 8ir,”’ ete.—M, 7. P.) '

Having breakfasted and finished our inspection of the island,
we next steered to a large sandy beach on the mainland dnectly
opposite, (Now called after Mr, Oorbyn, ¢ South Corbyn’s Cove.”’—

M. 7. P)

As goon as we Iandod the soldiers commenced {o clear the ]111'1“‘113»-,
and to form a strong position to proftect our boals and party in the
event of our being attacked. To the south of this beach is a fresh-
water creek ; near which, on the bank, were the vemains qi a fire
which was still warm and not quite extinguished, and scattered about
on the ground green leaves with grains of boiled rice and pineapple
peels and cockle shells, and the soil was marked with footprints
. much larger than those of the aborigines, from which we inferred

: that some escaped convicts, of whom there are many dwelling in the"
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woods, had just been L,ookmn* then tood there, and had ﬂed into the
jungles when they saw us appzoachmg _
(It is remarkable that it mever seems to have occurred to Mr.
Corbyn’s parties to use the Andamanese {0 hel p them track and cateb
these men, Much energy was spent in hunting the And&manese
and cutting roads through the jungle to their enoampment_s, but n_o_
one troubled about the runaway conviets.—M, 7, P.) |
Lieutenant Gill directed the soldiers to remain on the hasioh
while we explored the creek, which was so deep and wide at its
mouth that we were curious to see how far it penetrated ; and we also
hoped to find an encampment of the tribe, though Topsy, who
seemed Lo be aequainted with their movements, agsured us that there
were none of them encamped in that direction ‘ Boodee Yorbudda*’
(Bud ydba-da, means ‘*mo hut’’), and urged us to go to the north
where her own tribe was stationed, |
About six (P) miles from the coast we found a large encampment.
containing about fitteen huts, very prettily situated on the right bauk
of the creck in the middle of a large and well shaded bamboo grove,
Topsy’s information proved to becorrect, for it was quite deserted
and had apparently not been inhabited for many months. We
seavrched the bushes for bows and arrows(!), but could find no relics
of the tribe, except cockle shells strewed over the ground. The creek
abounds with cockles and shrimps, the latter are so plentiful that
the boatmen canght them in their clothes as they waded through the
stream. We also collected a quantity of oysters, of which there was
a bed at the mouth of the creek. Bome of these oyster beds have
been allowed to go on accumulating for years, the aborigines rever
disturbing them ; for though partial to all other kind of shell-fish,
they seem to have a disrelish for oysiers, probably on account of
the copper they oontain.(!?) The young and smaller sorf are not at
all of inferior quality to the best imported oysters; and have, pe*’haps,
a purer taste of the genuine native oyster. i
On our return we found the soldiers still stationed where we had
left them. Some of them had beguiled the time with bathmg', but
they had et with no adventure to divert them,. oxcepl an uusuccosss
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< ful ohase after a pig, and had not seen any ahorlgmes. To indulge
their cuuosﬂ;y, I proposed to visit the North Tribe, and to take to

| them the pigs gmd provisions which wehad brought to propitiate the

‘nther tribe whq seemed so little disposed to reciprocate our friendly

advances, Mo psy was greatly distressed as we passed Ross Island,

and stood, up in tlio boat and called to Jumbo, but she reuovered her
spirits at the sight of friends ; as soon As we reached the uamp and
went amongst them exchanmng news *tmd deseribing fo/ them all
that she had obsorwd during the mormna‘ exeursion. She was very
much afraid that we would leave her at|the camp, and frequently
came to me entreating me to allow her t(\m return with ug o Ross
Island. As I was walking on the shore 511¥= cate and ciu rhi me by
the arm, and enjoining secrecy and 31191100, slily bedmnod to me to
follow her, and then looking cautiously ronml bo see that rio one was
watching her, she Jed me through the ]uﬁngle till we came to a treo

i\ amongst the foliage of which was carefull y ca{mcedled a large bundle

of arrows, .She pointed to them and made signs to me to take them,

| and then ran away laughing and calling ont as &Ee went ¢ Jumbol
'tweeken,” which wasa significant hint that she
arrows as an inducement to take her ba.t-k to J umbo (The above

ad shown me the

\words are not understood—M. V. P.)
'-1 When I carried them to the camp she looked perfm‘:tly innocent of
the transaction, land pretended to the owner that I hal discovered
tliem myself while searching about the bushes, which thé man believed,
though if they . had known how I came by them they would have
bven very indignant with Topsy for betraying their trvasurss to me,
I'was glad to observe a proof of grateful feeling on the part of Crusoe
towards one of our party, Mr. D'Cruze, of the Tubal Cain, who
hail shewn him much kindness on their passage from Moulmein fo
Poit Blair, two years before. He at once recognized My, D’ Oruze, and
ran and threw his arms ‘found his neck ; and then leaving him went
and brought him from the woods a ﬁnely finished bow, which a short
time before he had deuiel giving tosome stranger who had offéred him
cutlery of much more than its value in exchange for one. I have

seen, Orusoe, who is evidently a man of some consequence awmongst
21




1\

|."q".r_ \

,&gL | A HISTORY OFGOUR BEBATTONE VI (00 B

%
P
|

the tribe, shed tears like a ohild whenf"‘ fnis feelings have been acted

upon; and I gannot think that these poor people are so brutalized, as
they have been represented to be, when I see them evinee so much

sympathy and teuderness, and oling so. Eondly ‘and. conﬁdmgly to

those who have befriended them. I am uartmn that those of them
who have been a short timo under my care in Fort Blair would
follow me anywhere, and commit their lives to my prots-ctinn with
nnplieit confidence ; and I believe in the sarme way, in the course of
time, by kind and firm trehtment all the other tribes, if they at all

vesemble thosel'whom we haye conciliated and attached to us, might be,

rendered equa.lly tyactable and submissive, and reclaimed out

of their present state of barbarism into a condition in which they

would be of essential service to the interests of the Bettlement by
facilitating discoveries and removing the obstacles which are at
present 0ppofled to the development of the great natural wealth and
advantages of these islands,

Snowball was lying in one of the huts and seemed almost insensi-
ble from the effects of a severe fever from which he was suffering.
He had notHing under him but a thin mat ; his head rested on the
lap of a woman who strdn@ly resombled him, and appeared to be
about the sameage ; but Lrusoe who understands a few words of
Tinglish told us that she was his “ Mama.” The poor woman was
very much gfflicted, and nursed and fondled him with great affection,
doing all she could by the most tender care to alleviate his
sufferings. - /

There was a large canoe in the creek concealed under some hushes :
the Andamanese looked disappointed and annoyed when we discovered
it, but they weve very muach pleased when they saw fhat we had mo
intention to deprive them of it.

(All the timidity and hostility about which Mr. Oorbyn makes
snch a fuss was occasioned by the fear of having their property stolen
by us, and it cannot be wondered at when one considers how their
bows, arrows, and other articles seem to have been taken whenever ous
parties landed—2M. 7. P.)

'When we were about to return, several of the women and children
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rax, o our boats and jumped into them of their own accord. 1,’Ikapg_r,r_

had socured a 'se;lt_long before we /started, and screamed and tnade

great resistance when we pretended to oust hor out of it ; the rost
almost capsized ojr boat in their ecstacios jof mirth, swinging 'thoir
arms, and dancin on the benches and sides of the boat as vigorously
and Avith as much coolness and di regard. of |consequences as iE_'.r" they
‘had been ¢ tirp hing ” on the [boards ofia verandah ; the yromen.
4}iwq)5:e fascinated D_Lvith the red coaaté-ilof the sotdiers, and paid them the

/ ! most emba.rmssl‘ng attentions, scating themselves quite leisuroly on

/ their laps, putting their arms round their npcks, slapping their faces,

| pulling their whiskers, and indulging in gther sportive and absurd
| |' | |

* liberties.

When, on our arri{'a,l, at Ross, they ;{md all qn.ssembled{ at the

. Andaman Hoipe, they began as usual to relate to each other all that

they had observed during the day, descrilg'-ing the niost minute oceut-
rences, and mimicking and “taking off " anything that appeared to
them droll and laughable in our manners and actions. Topsy’s
vanity was particularly aratified by the importance which she assuM-~
ed in the estimation of the audience ; she told them how much her
services bad been in demand during the day, that some one or other
was constantly calling to her “here Topsy, there Topsy, Topsy, Topsy,
" come Topsy ”* (she remembered and repeated the words), and that
one person would drag her by the arm in one direction, and another
in anpther. They have alla lively sense of humour and uncommon
powers of mimiery, and their words, which are delivered with a rapid
and (roluble utterance, sound singularly droll in connection with

their comical gestures. 1 |

(Mzr. Oorbyn’s description of the]-p_ersonal behaviour of the Anda-.

menese is excellent and perfectly true to life. It is a pity that more |
care was not taken of the woman Topsy, who Beems fo have been |

invaluable—M. 7. P.)

Soon after this 1 paid another visit to the mainland in order fo |

give any of the Andamanese in the Settlement, who wished to return
to their homes, an opportunity to do so. Only one of them, the

woman Bess, Snowball’s wife, availed herself of the opportunity.
312
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ment may be adduced from the fact that they are now only too

anxious to come to the Setilement, and that we have much more
difficulty in keeping them away from this island than in inducing them
to remain here. It would obviously be a false policy, if we wish to

conciliate and attract them to us, to put such arestraint npon ‘Ijﬁl‘;heif-

liberty, and make their stay compulsory ; for, however well it might

‘succeed for the time, eventually they would dislike and shunil-'"'u's_.i;. il
and our object, which is to familiarise them with us, and to é?l'ewﬁ-
them that our intentions towards them are friondly and pacific, would

be neutralized and defeated. We certainly cannot have boatsd{aiﬂy
plying backwards and  forwards to their camps, and indulge every
cudden whim of theirs to go over to the mainland, perhaps for no

more urgent purpose than to paint themselves, or to hunt after pigs,

for were we to yield to such eapricious fancies, there would be no

Limit to their exactions; but when they are really anxious to leave
they are always permitted to do so ‘within reasonable intervals, and |
the Lest proof that they do mot consider themselyes inyoluntarily

detained is, that, notwithstanding the grievances invented and alleged
on their behalf, these very Andamanese, who are said to be pining
in imprisonment, after they have heen released, return of their own
accord to their dungeons, and during the time I have resided here
they have come back time after tume, some of them remaining away
ouly one or fwo days, and they make a more lengthened stay ench
time that they return, It is of course difficult to wean them all at

once from habits and modes of life to which they have become af-

tached by long custora, but in many respects thoy are gradually assi-
milating themselves to our ways and practices, and can perceive and

appreciato the superior comforts and advantages of civilization, and

evidently prefer them to the exposure and severe hardships which
they nndergo in their own jungles. B

(I have, in justice to Mr. Corbyn, allowed the above passage to
stand as written by him, but, whatever may have been the custom
at the actual period when he wrote it there can be no doubt, from

T have seen it state’d that the peopie '.fi-}'e detgi_néd. at the Aﬁ'd'a;ma,ﬁfz ) B
Home against their will 5 but a simple refutation of this mis-states
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00101191 Tytlers Mterg, amd from the Subseqmnt lettors of Major

Ford that the Anc!amamse were detained against their will in the

' Andaman Home, and that considerable and illegal pressure wag put

on them fo keep them there.~M. ¥, P.)
My next visit was to a camp far to the northward, nearly ouf of
sight of Ross Island, The surf here was vety high and we were |

unable 1o land. The Andamanese came down on the beach and Bess |
]umpod'out of the boat and swam ashore diving below the breakers, h';_- ;
and gliding thronmh the surf with wonderful speed and agility. Five |

of the aborigines seeing that we were prep'u-od to return.to  Port

" Blair sw am out to ug, and others were about to follow, but we sailed

away, fearing to overcrowd our boat with too many of them. They
seemed ol have shitted their camp in search of tood, for those who

_joined ns looked wretehedly famished, and slapped their shrunken

stomachs and pointed to Ross [sland, as an intimation’ that they wore

in want of food and wished to return there to replenish themselves.

As the wmd was against us we had to tack  baek, at which the Anda-
manese were uneasy and impatient, and coul d not understand why we
should put ourselves to the trouble of tacking so frequently ; they
constantly pointed to the island, and evidently thought if a matter of
perfectly plain sailing to steer straight %o it, and were puzzled and
voxed that we so often deviated from our direct course and sailed in

© Qivections quite opposite to our destination. They showed their usaal

contrivance in sheltering themselyes from the rain by using our
mats to make coverings in the shapeof their huts slantingly opposed
to the wind, under which they erouched together and kept themselves

‘quite warm and dry’; while we were exposed to a pelting rain and
~ almost cramped with the damp and chilly night air.

After this excursion, I seldom attempted to visib the aborigines ab
any of their encampments heyo:ud North Poiat, but they have often
come down to the coast opposite the Settlgment and signalled by fires
to us to send hoats for them, and when we have done so, many of
them, sometimes seventeen and eighteen at a time, and mostly
women and children, have seized the opportumty of returning to

fthen' “Home *’ here.

il
1
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A few weeks ago a Huropean convict paiési‘ng close to the mainland
saw some Native conviets and Andamanese, and the latter pointed to
the gonviets and made signs to him to come and take them. He
believed that th%\y had brought baek the convicts, perhaps as a means
of attracting boate which would otherwise not approach them ; there
being an order itgamsl, persons landing at any place on the South
Andaman where the aborigines are known to have their encampments,
More conviets than ever now escape to North Point, emhboldened,
no doubt, by the more friendly temper of the aborigines towards us ;
formerly, they were tercor-stricken at t_he sight of the ferocious and
formidable islanders, and avoided an Andamanese camp as they
would have shunned the lair of a wild beast; but having lately seen
them resort here so frequently, "and having heard no doubt of the
warning impressed on them of the punishment which would attend
their ill-treatment of any person belonging to the Settlement, they
take advantage of it to presume on their forhearance and indulgence,

and now go quite freely amongst them and even try to extract food
from them. The Andamanese have mow become so accustomedto |

see convicts coming fo their' camps, that when any of them here
oifend them, they threaten them with their revenge when they cateh
them on the mainland ; andi many of them, with that superstitious
feeling which s so stroag in natives of India, are really afraid to
injure them or toineur their resentment, for fear that, by some for-
tuitons mishap, they might some day be tempted to run away and fall
into the hands of vindictive enemies. Colonel Tytler is anxious that
1 should try 6o find some means of inducing our Andamanese friends
to recapture escaped conviets; and it would perhaps be an aet of
merey to do so, if only to hinder Natives from going amongst a people
50 little under the resiraint of order, and provoking and instigating
them to bloodshed, and all other acts of violence, by the annoyance
which they cause them ; the result of even ome indiscreet or hasty
act being, perhaps, to fatally mar our attempts to coneiliate and
civilize them ; but I fear that, if we invested people of such a

turbulent and reckless disposition with a police control over truant

Natives, we might let loose their worst passions and encourage their

A/
]
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| inclination, which can now hardiy be subsided, to attack and ill-use
. peaceable and unoffending Natives indiscriminately with those who
outlaw themselves and forfeit all protection by trying to evade the
_sentence which has bound them to the Settlement. |
(Colonel Tytler was right in Lis wish to make the Andamanese
‘recapture the runaway convicts, and they, in the above instance, show
that they were willing to do so. and to bring them in unharmed,
if they made no resistance. Mr. Corbyn did not appreciate how  far
the friendly relations with the Andamanese had reached, nor did he
understand their nature, that of the conviets, or his own daty to
the Government of Indiain his capaeity of Officer in charge of the
Andamanese. Lt was for him to see that the convicts were unharmed,

and that atrooities did not occur, and had the steps Coloael Tytler

recomuiended been then taken, a great advance would have been
made by enlisting the Andamanese on the side of the Government,
and the discipline of the Settlement would have improved.
Mr. Corbyn seems to have lost sight of the fact that the Natives
were conviats, who, once they had escaped from imprisonmens, had to
be arrested at all risks, and that no consideration was due to them ;
moreover, the episodes of the Mutiny should have taught him that
 these same convicfs deserved at least equally as much as the Andama-
. nese the abusive adjectives he was so fond of applying to the latter.
The fact was that he did not understand the Andamanese, and it
becomes more and mbre appavent from this time that his treatment
of them was mistaken and improper. After events have shown us
that he ought to have cultivated friendly relations between the
Andamancse and Euwpeari-s only, and so long as the Natives were not
molested by the aborigines, the less the two Had to do with each
' other the better.—M. ¥. P.)

If we derive advantages, as we undoubtedly do, from wmaintain-
ling a good understandmg with the aborigines of these islands, it is

certainly an evil consequent on if, that it gives encouragement to

conviots to try and effect their freedom, and to evade their work suc-
\eessfully for a considerable time; for they may now venture into the
wide Junﬂ'lcs and traverse the whole mairnland with alwmost com?plate
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them. (’Phu,a showing what a mtstdke ‘this intimidation “as.
M. VRO | .'

Formerly, if one of them met an Andamanese armed with bow
and arrows, he was immediately atticked and stripped, and deprived
of all that he earried with him; and the cowardly promptitude with
which he welded and his supplicating and obseqmmm manner only
exoited conteript and derision, and provoked that milicious pleasure
which savages find in seeing their victims writhe and look miserable
under, the tortures which they inflict upon them, I have heard
natives deseribe and admit their dismay and terror in one of these
encounters with the savages. | Some of them were bnce working in
the woods near Haddo, when they were suddenly confronted by two
Andamansse with bows and arrows, which they brandished and
pointed raenacingly towards them. At the sight of the hatchetsin
the han/ds of the conviets they danced and’ ]au hed exultingly.

The convicts, afraid to run, fell at fuil length on the

ground, and clasped the feet of the savages im ulormp, mercy, and
eryin to their ¢ Ram,” “ Ram;” the savages imitated even their
prostrate and supplicating postures and conger, and reflected with
painful and cruel acouracy their affrighted and deprecating gestures ;
and when their love of mimicry was satmted, and they had danced
and langhed and Sldppbd their shaking sides till they were exhaustod
they seized the coveted hatohefs, seem to hesitatq whether they should
discharge their arrows or inflict some corporal incision; but on bet-
tor thought desisted, and then went away shoufing “ Ram,”  Ram,”
and describing to each other the consternation of the' poor con-
viets, i '
(These same “* poor conviets,  for whom Mr. Corbyn had so much
sympathy, had only a few years before been doing far worse fo Buro-
peans of both sexes in Tadia. One would suppose that Mr. Corbyn
had got his ideas of savages from the accounts of the North Ame-
riean Indians, who do not in any way resemble the Andamanese. The
latter have many of the mental characteristics of the Negro, and he

1mpumuy, whum they were far h*om likely to do before the And&ma- |
nese were mmmtdated into humane and tolerarit conduct tmﬁ&r&s'
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ahould ha,ve sbudled the accounta of the H ottentots a.ml‘ i;he ‘I‘a.sm&np

ans.—M. V. P.) _ il
: But other con vmts have not genera.lly been so fox'tunat and have
. seldom come away from snch an encounter without some ma,i*k of the
; ‘meeting, suf,h as a slit by a knife or arrow through some pmt of the
body; but ]mtterly thesa atrocities have not been repeated, and even
' the Southern Tribe, perhaps from watching our intimacy with the
'Gther aborigines, and the advantages which they have derived from
i have a,ltq cother abstained from aocts of hostility. Burmese and

 other Natwum. havo met them occasionally near Haddo and Aberdeen
- and so far fmm showmo' an unfriendly disposition, the pwtmt}thab '-

Hwy have mel have given them thair bows and arrows, and sat down

in a familiar |und social way, and eaton food with them; and I am

told that nofge of the many runaway coaviets who have lately
roturned  have comp]mned of being assanlted or otherwise
ill-used by fheso islanders.  The two tribes who are opposite he
Settlement, though, by & common consent, they live apart andoccupy
different and widely distant tracts of country, occasionally meet, atd
some of the Soutbern Tribe have been seen in the woods and at the
eneampments at the north of the island ; but beyond such occasional
visits, which may he for purposes of traffic and barter, there appears
to be no intimacy between them, but rather jealousy and dislike, if
we may judge from the feeling which the small fraternity here
manifest towards their countrymen of the south; for fthey express
- great contempt and tell rae that they are ¢ no good,” when I point to
that part of the island and ask them if they are not their ¢ Budolahs ”
« clansmen ” there. (% Bud-ola” means “a person inhabiting the
same village,”” not  a fellow-tribesman.”’ The description is very
correct, one Sept always abuses another in the hope that the speakers
will get all the presonts.— M. 7, P.) B

Some of them will shake their heads dissentingly, and Warn me
never to go near them, declaring that they will shoot me if I do so.
Once, when I was visiting the encampment beyond North Point, a
party of Andamanese came from the woods, and on seeing us stood at

a dxstance in a group, conforring together for some moments; when
K
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on a qmna-,l frora ona of them, they all auddenl y dlsappeamd and a
Burman uonwuf, who was with me, afterwards explained that they y

were some of the other fribe amongst whom. he once resided, and that i

the man who gave the signal was their chief; that he (the Burman)
formerly made his escape from the Seftlement, and was taken and
kept a prisoner by them, but contrived to effact his ﬂtght and that
the chicf, when he observed him with our party, _pomted to him and =
laughed, and exchanged some remarks with the others ; whereupen,
as I had scen, they all at once retreated, fem’nw perhaps, that he
might recognise them and have them '1pprehended (19). I have
said that thb convicts of the new seftlement seemed to be losing
that wholesome dread of the wild men of the woods which. had
hitherto acbed as a check(?) upou their truant propensities, and there
was & eurious instance of this :—The other day in the singular ocemr-
rence of a female married conviet leaving the Settlement to try her
tortune amongst the aborigines, she, and some other conviots, floated
on a raft which they had constructed to Worth Poinf, and landing
there, journeyed along the coast, till they came to an Andamanese
encampment ; they remained there a few days; but, disappointed in
 their expectation of being fed and entertained without ecost and
trouble, and finding that the Andamanese, though they suffered their
presence, showed no desire for their gompany, they repented of their
folly and »eturned; and the woman wisely resolved to submit ever
after to her fate ; and it may be hoped that her expenence of the
discomforts of a vagrant life will be a caution fo tlm other maleon-
tents of her sex who are rash enough fo suppﬂse that they can
better their condition by exchanging it for Gip&y'life among the
savagess

The Native conviets have a foolish notmn that there is an almost
continuous land link botiween these islands and their own country;
hundred@have essayed the feat of trying to discover such a passage;
and no reasonings, nor even their experience of the invariable and
often disastrous failure of sueh attempts, can disabuse their minds of
the dearly cherished hallucimation. They lmagme, too, that there is
a rajah at the * Gows Gl g C‘ocqs.—-ﬂ 7. P.,), who is friendly to thmr
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Tt is surprising how far some lof these escapud convicts wander

‘through the jungles. In the course of an excursion up one of the
crecks above Viper, wo meb one of them fifteen miles or more from

the Settlement, and by his own account he ._h:u’t been seven days wan-
dering ahout the woods in all divections trying to find an outlet. He

had sxﬂmis-_tetl duringithaﬁ-,time on _]Ja_rries, unvipe fenit, and leaves,

and looked misembly emaciatel. The junglees, or wild men as he

ealled them, had made him eati pork ; of course much against his will

as he was a strioh Mussulman ; and, gxcept thas they pélted him with
stones when he remonstrated, they had not interfored with him, but
shared their food with him'and otheswise treated him kiadly.
Wl&l‘ﬂb-explgi'ing- this eree{i_,_ one of the largest in the Settiemant,
which. starting about a mile south of Vi;}ar, runs for several mile
into the interior, the Burmese conviets we had with us suoceedad in

~ eatehing two large pigs, which they liberally shaved with Topsy and

Jacko. The latter presided over the cooking, and appropriated a vory
undue portion; not confent with helping himself first, and gorging

 himself almost to suffocation, he wlmpp.f;ad as much more as he wanfed

in leaves and hid the bundle under ourhut; and again during the
night ate so plentifully that he complained the next morning of being
very unwell, and Topsy had to bleed him. Topsy and Jacko were
very much alarmed when they found it was our intention to proceed

far into the jungle to the south, and did their utmost to dissmadle us.

They made mo understand that we should encounter an unfriendly
{ribe of ahorigines of whom they themselves seemed fo Dbe in great
dread, (Thefirst mention of the Jarawhs.—W. V. P.) |

Jacko pointed to my heart and reprosented the act of a SAVAZE

aiming at me with his bow and arrow, of the arrow piercing my hoeavt
and noy falling wounded, closing my eyes and expiring. Topsy also
pathetically enacted the death scene, 'and  both waved their hands
deprecatingly in the diveetion. disapprovel of, aund entreated me not to
pngceed earther but to return tothe * Barra Chab” (Bara Sahib, i.e.,
u_.-f;ha Su_gerintelideut,”)_. L Katah Deelayrdah, Burra Chab twoeken %)
Al e RN oA 3k2

ey

cﬁuntﬁme{i, anﬂ-' Who ﬁrm prote:ét: &-nd-providé_ for the;fn,;-'if they- c;:'é,n;
- 'p,'nlsi; reach the islanﬂs._.'_' ; Ry .
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(Imm Jaa-da, Bara Sahxh (7) ‘ttweeken’ is not known, the vest

means *“ Thereis my (% place,”’ underatood) w1th the Supermten-i

dent,”’—2. ¥V, P.)

That there were noune of their tribe in the ofher dxrectxon, hut that

it was  ‘“ Meecheymyayrdal,  Meecheymyayrdh, (Mfchima-da,
Michima-da,~What ¥ What ?>—M. 7. P.), aword which they fra-

quently repeated with emphasis and in a tone of great disgust. We

saw no one ani returned tothe Settlement two days after we Lad left

it. Topsy was almost beside herself with joy at meeting her hushand ;

be had been very uneasy and often enquired for her and Jacko diring
their absence, and showed by his manner that he feared some harm
had befallen them,

On Saturday, the 25th July, 1863, a party of men of the Naval

Brigade left this island in the Superintendent’s cutter to wvisit some
birds® nest cayverns on the south coast, with permission to be absent
two days. We heard nothing more of them till very early on the
morning of the 27th an Andamanese canoe with three naked
Furopeans was seen some distance out to sea making towards the
island. There was at once, of course, all manner of surmises which
were not set ab rest by the reports which were circulated soon after
their arrival; for, the first supposed-to-be-authentic intelligence
which Colonel Tytler received was, that his cutter with the Naval
Brigade men bad been wrecked, that the sailors had been attacked by

the aborigines, and some of them massacred, while others including -

the coxswain, Wilkinson (so minute was the account), were lying |

wounded and bleeding on the beach. The three men who were seen

in the canoe had contrived to escape and brought the intelli-
gence. Colonel Tytler, as soon as he espied the canoe at a distance,

conjectured what had happened, and immediately ordered a party of A

armed police in charge of a European; he also ordered Lieutenant
Philbrick, Commanding the Zedy Canning, whichs was most
fortunately here at the time, to make immediate preparations to start
for MacFherson’s Straits with an armed party of Naval Brigade men,
There was great excitement through the Settlement, every ome
vowing vengeance on “those ungrateful, treacherous, blood-




