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thirsty savages ”/ I was cautioned to keep those of them who were
here out of sight, asit was impossible to say what the sailors might
do to themin theirrage and excitement; and, of course, all efforts
for their good wero pronounced a folly and delusion, and they were
henceforth to be regarded as no hetter than wild beasts, to be treated
like brutes, and hunted down and exterminated. But the real facts,
rightly viewed, represented the contrast between them and the more
civilised and superior race in very different colours’; they were
as follows :—— :

The sailors who had set on this * birds’ nesting '’ expedition en-
tered Maclherson’s Straits, and landed safely on a sandy heach,
about a mile beyond the birds’ nest cavgrns, where they found some
Andamanese canoes, and on the skirt of the jungle a deserted camp
in which the aborigines, who seem to have heen scared away by their
approach, had left the best part of their possessions, implements,
- weapons, painted skulls; shell cups, and numerous other curiosities,

all scattered about the ground, asif in their hurry and confusion

they had not had time to carry them away or conceal them. The
sailors plundered all they found-—-carried theirbooty to the cutter,
fastened the best canoe o the stern, and then set off to return to Ross
Island, They were sailing through a heavy 'sea, and unforfunately
too close to shore; for asthey were turning the point the boat  struck
with violence against a sunken rock and immediately capsized ; the
crew were now in imminent danger, their hoat was carried forward
with the impetuous force of the waves and dashed to pieces against

the rocks ; they struggled desperately amongst the rocks and surf,

tossed first forward, then back again into the trough of the sea, but
fortunately all could swim but one, who sunk immediately ; but two
of his companions, regardless of their own lives, swam to his assist-
ance and succeeded in dragging him to a rock where he lay insensi-
ble ; he was not seen again, snd they supposed that the receding
waves had swept him back into the sea, for his body was not after-
wards found, though a careful search was made near the seene of the
disaster ; it was a miracle of mercy that any of them escaped, but
they all, with this one exception, succeeded at last in scrambling
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up the cliffs out of reach of the Waves wham they lay for some ﬁme |
in utter exbaustion—torn, braised, and bleeding, afid one of them
apparently lifeless; the latter, ‘\"hlkmson the Chief Petty Officer,
was left all nightin this position e his companions believing that he
was dead, and surprised, they saic, when they returned nexf morning

“to find him alive again,” limping ahout the beach, The othma i

climbed to a plateau on the eliff, which was open to the sea on one
side and separated by a ridge of rocks from the jungle on the other,
and there they determined that ‘hey would remain for the mfrhta as it
afforded not only a place of concealment and natural protectlon '.
against attack by the abovigines, Liut also the advantage of heing
able to wateh and signal boats and ships passing, = They then deliber-
ated on the measures to be taken fo convey intelligence of the accident
to the Seftlement authorities and procure assistance. | It was. hopele.s,s
to think of travelling so many miles along the cosst over precipitous
rocks and through dense’ thickets of mangroves ; they were shoeless
and exhausted, and had not a morsel of food to support them, What
then were they to deP--they might remain where they were until
their protracted absence created alamm, and assistance was sent to
them, but that could not be till thi day following at the earliest ;
and in the meantime they might perish from hunger dr_ faintoess,
or suffer a worse fate at the hand: of the savages. (Whom they had
robbed of their property.—M. 7. P.) L

In this extremity they resolved upon a daring and desperate
venture ; they had left some canoes on the beach opposite the abori-
gines’ encampment, and three of them volunteered to go down and
endeavour to scize omne, awl, if possible, make their way on if te
Hoss.  We Lave seen how well this bold enterprise’l‘:succeeded. They
pushed out in the canoe, turned the point safely, though not without
some haivhreadth escapes, and guiding themselves as well as they
could with a paddle, driftel with wind and tide. along shore, toward
the Settlement. They lad not gone before they saw, or fancied they
saw, some of the aborigines running along the beach with torches,
and, as they thought, pursuing them ; large fires on the shore showed
that they were encamped there, and to avoid the risk of falling
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e into their hands, they sﬁeered furfher out to sea, but ﬁw tidle cayried
 them so far that they at length lost sight of the lahd, and not Ynows
moin the ﬂa,rkness what colirse to f.olluw were almoether at the |

. merey of the tide and wind, which fortumtely blew qteadlly in this
direction, and so were driven to enstward of this idland, where they

i Wﬁll'é espwd abouf. four miles off, next morning.  When we saw the
| ganne, two of the men appeared motionless, the other was foelly
guxdmg it with a paddle. A erowd was waibizng on the shora to assist

 them when they landed, and they nesded thﬂ assigtance,<~for whaf
. with the fatlguﬂs. they had undergone, and exposure without clothing
 to rain during the mghb, and want of food; and extrome anxiety, the
'POW men had sunk into a semi-stupor. and made no effort at least to
save thiemselves; their oanoe struck sideways against a rock at some
distance from shore and fell to pieces; they tumbled over and flonus

dered in the water, but were wunable to swim, and must have been:
drownad if some Natives had not immodiately hastened to their aid

and dragged them on land. The Dady Camming then steamed
down to the Straits in ahout three hours. We had riot an opporfu-
nity of visiting the renowned eaves or making any other observations
for we were wholly engaged, when we landed, with assisting the
sailors who were miserably enfeebled by fheir lone fast and all the
hardships they had encountered. All were recovered with the excep-
tion of the poor man who had perished on the day of the wreck; the
fragments of the cutter, and the sails tom into shreds, were lying on
the rocks; but we could not approach the plaee on account of the
heavy surf, This anhappy aceident, resulting in the loss of life of
one of our sailors, has iad one good effect;—that it has determined the
Superintendent to prohibit for the future such adventurous excure
sions which have, before now, brought the Brigadésmen into collision
with the aborigines, and have been followed by resalts which must
have increased the antagonism and hatred of the latter towards us.

(It is difficult to understand how, after the seandal and exposé
in conneetion with the murder of Pratt, Colonel Tytler conld have
permitted such an expedition to be undertaken. The sailors, as usual,
behaved as badly as possible, and appear to have disgusted even
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Mr. Corbyn. They seem to have been a poor lqlt of men, with little
endurance, pluek, orresource, as, when carefully considered, it will
be seen that the sufferings they underwent wer;p smnﬂ in comparison
with those which thousands of Europeans in tThe casea of shipwreecks,
or the African expeditions, have endured for/ many days without a
murmur, Mr. Corbyn notices as one of their ¢ &uﬁemng& . that
they were without clothing in the rain dunno the whale night. This, '
with the thermometer af 76" is no greab nardshlp, and. they were only
without food for a little over a day.—2, 7. P.) \

Until we fully understand their language, and by that means can
mlpmtlally investigate their complaints, there will, in the progress of
their intergourse with us, be frequent cases in which the aborigines
may be un,ialrly represented, and offences imputed to thewn of which,
if the truth could be divalged, they would be found not to have been
guilty ; and, such being the case, nexf to the duty of most zealously
watehing over them to protect the.ir lives and liberty, nothing can be
of greater present importance with regard to them than that Govern-
ment should encourage, by every means, the study of their language,
and the instruction in our language of their children, who, Wher_rf they
had acquired a sufficient knowledge of English or Hindustani,
would be the best medinm of communication with them..

(Having grasped the above factsso clearly, it was a pity that
Mr. Corbyn did not apply them in his subsequent dealings with the
Andamanese.—3. 7. P.)

At first it seemed as if their language wag to bea pmpetual
puzzle to philologists, and that af least much time would elapse
before we should make the poor Andamanese understand that we were
seeking infer-communication of ideas and information with fhem.
For a long time every question that we put to them was repeated
with the rapidity of an echo, and with most provoking accuracy, till
patience was exhausted, and it seemed hopeless to interrogate them ;
but at last an accidental circamstance discovered to me the key by
which to elicit ‘intelligible utterances; since that time my want has
been 1inderstood, and they have emcouraged my effortsto acquire
their language. I observed some of the children curiously examin«
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ing Wrmua artw]es in my house | whmh oaucrhf their attention, and as
they examined each, they turned’ towards me and called out, with an
expression ou their faces of mtefest and curiosity, * Kahmeechi Mud-
dah ?" ¢ Kahmieechi Muddah P” which it was quite obvious to me
mea.nt "‘ What do you call th1s} P77 % What is the name of . this P* and
when T, in turn, pointed to something which they knew, and asked
‘them tﬂem' name for it, 'l;hey instantly replied giving me the word
in their own language by which they designated it.

(Ifd michima-da * means “ What is this.” I have always found
the children much more intelligent in such matters than the grown.up
Andam;mese —M. V. P) !

1 have somet!mes been: asked if the Andamanese observe any
form of ﬂehfrlon, or if they bave ever intimated anything which
would argoe their helief in a God, or expectation of a future state of
existence after death. That they have such expectationsI have
reason to'believe from circumstances which seemed to me little short
of their «aé,sertion of that fact. An Andamanele woman had lost an
infant ehild which she had formerly brought with her to this island.
On her appearing here one day without it, I enquired after her baby,
and asked why she had not, as wusual, brought it, when she replied
that it wah dead, and that she had buried it the previous day; and on
" further 1merrogat10n she pointed her finger towards the skies, and
" said that baby “was there” (*Bar lin din ijo lockon kayler”), and
then raised herself and extended her arm as if straining upwards, and
made gestures and exclamations which 1mpl1ed that baby had gone
very, very far above into their celestial paradise. Had it been a sin.
gular incident, I should not have attached so much meaning to if, nor
perbaps have founded any opinions of their belief upon it, but many
other of the Andamanese, whom I questioned separately about the
deceased infant, repeated the poor woman’s gestures and expres-
gions.

(The sentence quoted by Mr. Corbyn is not intelligible. The
woman may have said, ** Bd-14, iji—2upo kinyi-ré,” “The child died
" very suddenly,” or Bd-len, déijild on-ké* The child (* being buried,’’

: underbtood) I come back alone,””)
31
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in the extreme, They believe that it abounds with pigs, and that
bheir departed kinsmen are perpetnally revelling in the delights of
pig-hunting (' rogo deyley”), and repasts on pigs (“rogo makney )
(Bdgo délé-ké means * to hunt pigs,”’. and Rcﬁgo ik - ké to “eat

pigs’’).

Perhaps their expeetatmn of this their supreme en]oyment makes

them face danger and brave death with such reckless intrepidity.
(T have never found them dlo this. On the contrary, they are rather
cowards.— M, ¥. P.) 'They appear to perform relizious rites at
burial. (They do not—2f, 7. P.) Their dead are interred, not
burnt; a grave isdug aboul three feot deep in which the body is

deposited ; after filling the grave with sand and green leaves, they

light a large five upon it, and cover tho ashes with soil; they thew
abandon their encampment which is invariably also their burial
ground and will not oceupy it again till after the lapse of several
months when the skeleton is disinterred, and the skull and other bones
are appropriated by the nearest relative,

I found the complete bones of human bodies carefully wrapped in
leaves and etnoealed in treos, and when the Andamanese have found
them in my possossmn, they have been most eager to recover them,
claiming them as valued relics of their friends : skulls, as is generally

known, are worn as ornaments suspended from the neck and made

to sexve a wuseful purpose, holding the sundry small articles which
they usually carry about with them. When any of the aborigines
have died at'the Andaman Home, their friends have seomed to have
no further care for them, and have left their hurial to convict
servants.

(In the above, two methods of chsposincr of the body of the deceased
are described ; burial, and the placing of the body on ‘a platform,
of which the latter is the more honorable. The skull is never used
as & box in which small articles are carried. The reason why the
bodies of those who died in the Andaman Home were neglected, wag
because the aborigines there considered themselves t6 be in confinex
mentl and not permitted to observe their usnal customs, parhaps also

Their iden of a paradise, if T have rightly interpreted it, is gross )
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from shfness. The subject of the beliefs of the Andamanese regards

ing a future state is too extensive to be recorded here in a note,--—
M.V.B) . e T

T ara glad to state that some of the South Trilie' have lately been
iuducel‘lrl to visit thisisland through the iz;ﬂuenée of # Orusoe,” who
warmly exerted himself in this instance fo second my endeavounrs.
They bad encamped nob far from Aberdeen ; and having noticed their
fires (ne evening, T proposed to soms of the North Tribo in the Anda-

man Home here to visit them the following morning, but they

demu’%l.ed- and wished to dissuade me, nﬁpresentihg the South Tribe
a8 exh;',emely ill-disposed'to us, and wziri}ing me that they would
assuréillly shoot their arrows at me if 1 landed. /When next morning
I apprloached their camp with Crusoe, a croy d of them at first came
down to the beach, and Crusoe signalled to!them, and shouted most
energbtically,' offering them hags o_jli_--fice. an(l- other grain which we
h'a&'tﬂklta_pm;‘f\pg;rthetﬂ"in the boat, At first thoy remained on the Leach
silent _.?Ir-,:w'a‘tcl'i-in'g'us, but when they observed our intention fo land
near thpir encampment, they ran back to it, extinguished their fires,
gather(d up their bundles, and dispersed | in different directions
through the jungle. [t seemed useless to follow them, and I turned

the bo#t intending to return back, bul Crusoe begged me to persevere,

promising that if we would row ajong the coass he would prevail
upon them to come to us. Some of them seeing our boat turned
again, showed themselves on the whore, snd then a conversation
followed between them and Crusoe, which ended in their agreeing
to remain if we landed, which we did. They wished me to proceed
with them to a larger encampment of their tribe some distance south-
ward. I left the bags of provisions on the shore, and having persuaded
them to comeinto the boat, set sajl; but instead of steering in the
direstion which they wished, when we wera well out to sea, 1 turned
the boat and assuring them that they should be kindly treated, and
that they bad no cause for the least apprehension, T brought them.
to this island. After setting before them such a sumptuous feast of
yoast pigs and other approved dainties, as they had perhaps never

before seen, I loaded them with presents and returned next day with
’ ' 812
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them to their camp, taking with ri}e'this?time more bags of grain to

distribute amongst their friends. |

Phey were so delighted with this treatment, and their confidence sa
completely gained, that they persuaded fifteen more of their friends to
pay a visit to thisisland. Since that time there have ‘been mo less

than 47 aborigines in the Andaman Home, of whom twenty are

ohildren of various ages.

Some of these have quickly acquired the English alphabet, and |

words of short syllables, and their imitative powers ave s0 remarkable
_ that they soon cateh, and commit to memory, phrases which' they
hear spoken. | I | |

The men ave often at first extremely unruly, aid I am con-ti.n_i-lmlly _

called upon to interfere in cases in which they would not hesitate | to
take the lives of convicts, or the Native Guard over them, if they p:ﬁér-
sisted in opposing them. Their manner of beguiling their leisure 1y
to sharpen hoop iron into long blades, of fvhich T collgct a number
every day to prevent their using them against their Parawallahs; this
anpleasant duty is not wholly without risl, for they are extremely
loath to part with any weapon and are always inclined to resemt the

soizure of it, even though mot their own, as a grievous affront and

wrong. (e | |
The clildren, wlen they can ‘obtain the materials, will employ
{lieir ‘time in making bows and arrows, in the manufacture of which
they are very skilful, and in the use of them not less so. Two of the
boys, each about ten years of ‘age, sometimes, go along the rocks
round the island shooting fish with hows and arrows, I have seen
them leap from rock to rock watching for the fish as they dart out
trom under them, when with astonishing quickness, and an aim which
séldom misses, they discharge their arrows—which the next moment

are seen quivering in the water, and one of them plunges in and drag:

out a fish sometimes fifteen or twenty inches in length fixed to his

arrow point. I have seen them obtain in this way a, large basket of

fsh at times, when, on aceount of stormy weather, none have been
caught by the conviet fishermen. -
They seem to be almost as much in their element in the water as
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._ onglan'd and the feats in swimming which they some&imeé'perform
~ are so exfraordinary that they will hardly be credited. One man

who was fettered and uuder guard at the Naval Brigade barracks

escaped one night, and swam in his hezwy iron fetters to the opposite
‘mainland,

Two of thé Andamanese under my care left the Home ene dark

| mght and swam all the distance from this island to North Poinf ; and

a fow days afterwards, when I sent a message to them inviting them
to return, they swam back again the same distance in the open day
each resting on a bamboo branch, (the distance is two miles—M. V. P.),
it would seem from these circumstances and the fearlessness which
they indicato, that sharks, which abound in these waters, do not attack
them, for they would hardly risk their lives in so reckless a manner
if experiencethad warned them of such a danger, (The Andamanese
are occaamnally bitten by sharks and eaten by croc,odﬂes, but very

geldom.—M. 7. P.)

T am bound to correct an erronecus impression of their habibs
whieh I have inadvertently conveyed through imperfect observation.
It is with regard to the taste for vaw tlesh which is sometimes abtri-
buted to them. Here they both boil and roast their food, one process
following the other, and will even reject it if it is not sufficiently

. cooked for them.

[ have found in the office records of this Settlemeni the following
curious doeument, which I transeribe into this report with a view fo
add to it information, which I have obtained in confirmation of the
interesting fact, so much doubted and derided, which it seems to
establish, that these poor people, though they have been 8o long neg-
lected, possess mental capabilities not at all inferior to others, that,
in fact, the Almighty has endowed them with faculties which are
common to all the human race, and which have so long lain dormant

in them only because the attempt has not been made to bring them
into exercise.

«Ipn 1835 or 1887, whilst between Narcondam and Barren Islands,
afl'aer a blow from the westward, picked up an Andaman canoe cons

L
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taining a man, woman, and two children (a. boy and a girl_é,. in a state
of starvation, the boy died immediately atter being picked up. They

were taken to Penang and made over to the authorities ; pfter having
landed, the man was taken very ill,  Du. Boswell, the Ciyil Surgeon,
was bleeding him when his wife seized a pot containing water, and | '\
flung it at his head ; the doctor just had time to stoop t( escape the
blow ; the man died; the gicl was puf into the Free S8chool and,
turned out one of the cleverest girls amongst them. Ajter complet- |

ing her studies, she weat under Mrs. Forbes Brown[ as a sort of a
compauion ; the mother was placed in a Penitentiary at Pulo Tecoos, |
she had the liberty of going to see her daughter daily, a distance of
three miles. Mrs. 8mith, the schoolmistress, was in the habit of
giving her a piece of sugarcane which she was very fond of. Ladies
algo gave her clothes which she was in the habit of tearmg up and
getting patches put to make it look gaudy. When I was in Penang
last, herself and her daughter were alive.’” |

H. KINSEY,
Commanding * Lonach,"

PorT BLAIR:
The 20th November 1861.

I bave learnt on good authority that there is another young Anda.
manese woman in Penang, who has been from infancy with the
family of Mr. Mitehell, a clerk in the Supreme Court; that she hasg
been liberally educated, receiving in all respects the same advantages
a8 his own daughters; that she is an accomplished pianist, studions,
and well informed; is gifted with a most amiable and excellent dige
position, and that her character and conduct are most pmlsewurtrhy
and exemplary : that she is a regular and frequent attendant at the
Charch services, was lately confirmed by the Bishop of Caleutta
and, sinee her confirmation, has also been a regular communicant.

I was also informed that she is engaged to be married to a Faro-
pean schoolmaster in Penang. Mr. Mitehell’s brother is a clerk i
the Superintendent’s affice here, and he confirms these s-'.;mﬁeniénbs.
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1 am further informed that another Anda,ma nese, & native of these
islands, is serving as a nurse in a fmmly at Bingapore ; she also
having been remed and educated there, but nothing more is stated
with regaxd to her. T have also often heard, though I am not aware
on what original authonty the statement rests, that an Andamanese
has for many years been carrying on trade as a Tobacconist in Lon-

. don; and that, as hrs story is not known there, he paases for a stunted

African. \
\

| H. CORBYN,
. PorT BLAIR:
The 5th Qotober 1868,

(Of the above stoues, the three about the Andamanese women are
probably one and {he game, judging from Major Haughton’s account
of the information he obtained when visiting Penang. It has often
oceurred to me that some of the so-called Nogro pages, who seem to
have been so gommon in the Courts, and houses of the aristoeracy, in

Furope in the 18th century, may have been Andamanese, particularly

ag some of them, unlike the ti*_ue Negroes, never seem to have grown
any bigger. They might easily have been taken by Malay kidnap-
'p'ers from the Andamans to Atcheen, and from that centre passed on in
the pilgrim ships, as mentioned by Mr. Hamilton, to the Arabian,
Egyptian, and Levantine slave markets--2. 7. P.)

In Qctober 1863, the Fon'ble Major-General Sir R. Napler,
K.O.B., President in Conneil, visited Port Blair. He notes regarding
the aborigines, that My, Corbyu’s vigit to Oalcufita with them has had
a very good effect, and that Mr. Corbyn deserves great praise for his
humane and persevering efforts to win these poor people fo civilisation,
in which he has gained their confidence and affection.

e strongly recommended that an allowance of not more than

Rs. 200 per month should bhe granted for the expenses of the Anda-
man Home, with an expression of the full approbation of Government

of Mr. Corbyn’s services,

¥
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OHAPTER XII,

Narrative No. 3, by I*:.'[r Corbyn—Visit to Calcutta of the Andamanese~Visits to Ram-
goon, and Moalmmn of the Anl dama.nesran—'l'rouble with the South ’I‘mbe-—-Honkea
on Ross Island—+Restrictions-—K seape/ (of Andamanese fromi the Homesml)eat]:{ of
Topsy—-Attempt to titilise the. Andamanese in the captuve of rnnaway convmﬂs—w
Letter from Mz, Corbyn—DLietter from Ma]c-r Ford~Trouble in the Homes———GJ Ty
of 1200 per mevsem to the Andaman Fomes-—Port Blair p'!aced under the cmims
of the Havernmmt of Burmah—Tnquiry by the Government about the Andawanese
—More trouble in the Homes—Murder of a convict by the Andamanese at the
North Outpost-—Homes closed—~Major Ford’s opinion of Mr. Gorl;yn 8 treatment
of the Andamanese—~Mr. Corbyn resigns’ the charge of the Andamanese—Ar- |
rangement of the Homes—Review m'[" My, Corbyn's management of the Ancas
manese. i ‘

Narearive No. 3

Oz the Reverend Henry Corbyn, rélative to the Aborigines of the
Andaman Islands.

The present report is submitted on account of His Excellency the
Governor General in Council baving called for & report on the present
condition and working of the Andaman Home.

On the 14th Oectober, 1863, I left Port Blairon medisal certificate
accompanied by eight Andgmanese, the prisoner Jumbo and his wife
Topsy, Jacko, three boys and two girls. The weather was very pro-
pitious and they thoroughly enjoyed the voyage. Topsy and a little
girl, who were ill when we started, quite recovered before the end of
it. Far from showing any fear or misgivings as we proceeded, they
looked curiously and wistfully forward, longing to reagh the place
which I had deseribed to them as possessing all the attractions which
imagination could depict to them, and daily questioned me about it.
All they stipulated for was that we should all return together, which
I promised before we started. On our arrival in Calcutta, the Com=
missioner of Police very kindly placed at my disposal, for the use of
the Andamanese, a small house in the Town Hall compound cone
veniently situated near Spence’s Hotel where I had apartments, The
news of our arrival soon spread amongst the pative population, whe




449

) wery _Ianthmpon

| 'phé_iiﬂ?g-t. On the se( ond morning after our a.rrwal the wenswe Town
' folmure was filled with a dense mass of people, ﬁ’atlves, Euras-
"__‘d-Eumpaaﬁs, all clamouring for admission ; and on entering
he rooms where they lmiggd 1 found them beset by a erowd of fthose
| nagcr sight-seers ; the Native part of the assembly cautionsly keeps

all mos i auxmus to catch a ghmps of the renaﬁ’ﬁéd_ﬁ

festf.d ahy signy of gwmg them an uncouth reception.
- Back ,'j, ioceeding day the erowds increased ; till, at last, the roads
. leading to he Town Hall became impassable on account of the wvast
. eoneours: of spectators who would remain, with most exemplary
. j._patlence,' _' wroughont: the day waiting for nn opportunity to gratity
* their 1nsatlable ouriosity. The most preposterous rumours ciroulated
‘amongst the natives, that the * monkey-men ”? as they designated
t«hem, ha.d lon;g' tails; that a pig was given to them, and they would
M d eat it raw on the Maidan; that the woman was ill and
I '__f_h d.- r}eelared' |

that nothing would save her life bub eating the flesh of
“man. The poor woman was, indeed, very unwell, and the
dlsturbance outside and continual intrusion of people info the houge
were extremely irvitating to her. Af last, as the growd could nof be
e;]aa’aed either by persuasion or by the aid of the police, I endea-
vnuﬁéd to effect & compromise by promising to'let thom see the
Andamanese on the 'Powu Hall steps, if they wauld all leave the
compound and open a passage for carrmgaq to pass through it.

As the mob now daily increased, and their curiosity afer contis
_ nually sceing the Andamanese was not in the least dagreo abated,
it became necessary to. ok

eek for other quarters in some less populous
~ loeality; but “here amfﬁ another difficulty arose which, if T had
given sufficient thought o t before I left Port Blair, might have

117

deterred me from undertakmﬂ' the lahorious enterprise of conducting
reputed savages to the capital of India. No owner of a house would
on any terms, accept the Andama,npqe as tenants. And as they had
i notice to guit the building in the Town HTall compound, they would
" goon have been without a dwelling had I not obtained permission to
e encamp w1th them on the Ballygunge Parade Gronnd, which, being

3

mafe. dmta*noe with a view to a speedy rotreat if they manis
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in the snburbs a,t some dlstancu fvom t‘ne tawn, was a. mtua:tmn _Whem

‘the Andamanesy could obtain healthy exercise and eombine I‘wﬁh it i

all the advanfages of sight-sesing, driving into Calouttn

being 80 mueh noticed or pursued by itire mob j .who Gﬂtﬂd no: ungels

be on the wateh for them. | AN
it was vemarked wibh %mpmsa and d:maptpmn’amntx

nover evineed astonishment or admiration at | anything whwh’.,_- they
beheld, however wonderfal from ity novelty ‘we might wppoqe A
would appear to them. When they passed throngh rooms, asi in the il
Caleutta Mint, where: the most elaborate appliances of maehmerjt )
while they wa{,ehed
and evamined the vavious motions, neb a sign aither by W{)rd or ges.
ture ecoaped them that suel wonderful contrivanees &mngpnssed fhaimii
comprehension, or that their raagnitude and Powc*v‘ startled an&"'";'!

were dwplayed before them in active eperatmn,a

bewildered them,
But, in fact, their undemonstrative manner was not a sign of nne

concern or want of appreciation, but) rather an mdmatlon that a |

profound interest was aw akened, and thab they were too ahsorbedt in

thought to give immediate utterances to the senaa.tmn:. which ob;laaci—,q-

so fapahove their coraprehension excited. They would, “afterwards
amongst themselyes interchange their ideas; and talk for howrs

together of what they had witnessed 3 and sometimes things i

appeared ab the time almost to escape notice, or/to produce hut slxght

impression, would form. the aubysot of most ammnted dlscuamon. and i

g

enquiry! :
Their favourite resort was the Dhurrumtollah market, through

which T often led them, sometimes not w:lthnut some d1fﬁcult\y and
risk, on aceount:of the pressure of the erowd attracted by the. famous '
« monkey=mon,’””” The women and little clilldven were easily maziage-

able, but the men and boys caused me considerable auxiety and
trouhle, both on ageount; of theiv, propensity to plunder; which nit-
withstanding the hberahty with which all their wishes were gratlﬁed
they would have mdu]fred with the most fearless effrontery, ani in
{he most lawlass and vielent manner, had I not restrained them, and

also because of the thoughtless liberties taken with them which they:
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.Iyere ;Fery qaiials {0 resent, BPﬂfamu}’ lf thsy cqmmlm{ad that an
"-'imdﬁkmlby Wk mtendul Dn one  oceasion, T was driving
through the Ohmm Buznar with Jambo who was seated opposite to ma.
with his logs  hanging over one sida of the ecarviags, watching
the p@g'{ﬂ{; as thm followed us, when suddenly a Nalive in the
‘erowd, without any reason or provoeation, spat upon h‘s brousers .

In an instant his eyes ﬁa,shed and his oatures assumed n st dread-

" ful exprossion of ferocity, and betore T gould intarfers, with one
“bound, and his arms flung forward, he spraug upon the man who had

! Qﬂared him the insult.  Fortunataly, the crowd stopped the way and
"tiw m‘m esmpel through an alley ; bt Jambo, Wl\!llllt:; to wreak lus
rm*enu'e on somehﬂdy, struck vigorously with his clenehied fists umht
and left, till I seized his arm and dragg:-u him back into the earriage.
A another time the same affront was offered (o Jacko in the {fu‘r*nlfw
Road ; and, as the offender in this instancs also escaped, he too vented
his wrath. upon the mob, lashing them with my buggy whip, till he
had completaly dispersed them. Unfortunately (?) the Andamanoese

eame away from Caleutts with a more contemptible opinion of tho
Natives than they had ever before entorbained of them, which they
have shown in their tone and bhearing towards them sines they
returned to the Settlement. Even a child, running into a atowd of
Bengaloes and using menacing gestures, would immediately seattor it :
and it was npatural that the Andamanese, seeing such displays of
timidity, should regard the whole race as immeasurably inferior to
them in those qualities which they ost appreciate and adaiive.

I was '\'i‘lxio'wa that they should see some wilitary manceuvres, and
a parade of troops, for which General Showers kindly appoinfed a day
shortly before our departure; but the intelligence of the melaucholy
death of Lord Elgin made it necessary to pastpone it, and thay, there-
fore, lost the opporbunity of witressing the imposing spectacle.

They freguently visited the fort and also the arsenal and
armonry ; mutual recognitions passed between them and some men
of Her Ma]esty s 18th L. I., who had been to Port Blair on detachment
duty and vlsmad them 1o their encampment. 'They never forget a

~ faee which they have onee sean. When Lleuienant Gill of Her
g 8 x2
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Majesty's 18th Li L, entered the room swhere they lodged, they ims
mediately pointed him out to me as one of the party who had visited
thete © Boudiah,” and appeared delighted to see him ag&ih on account
of that circumstance. = | Al I -
Amongst other places they were taken ‘to the Asiatic Society’s )
Museum, in which they appeared to recognise different skeletons of
animals, #nd gave names t¢ the various species acoording to the forma-
tion of the under jaw. They also attended a imeeting of the Asiatic
Society and at the Bethuns Institution. At the former the chief
subject of diseussion which lic ited opposite opinions was the possibi-
lity of an atbempt to eivilize them, and one of the speakers, who
doubted its sdccess, instanced the case of barbharons aborigines of
other countries who had had long communicalion and intercourse with
Buropeans, who easily imitated and acquired tho ba.'dt‘-,f habits of the
oivilized race without adopting any of those which tended to improve
{hem. But one cause of the demoralization and physical deterioration
of other barbarous races which he mentioned, happily dovs mof exist
amongst the Andamanese, namaly, the passion for ardent"‘;fpirim § in-
deod, it is difficult to persuade ‘them, even in sickness, to iinbibe any
lind. of stimulant. Tt is true that they may hereafter becorae accus-
tomed to the use of liguors when associating more with the people of
this Settlement, but it is to be earnestly hopel that our utmost in-
fluence will be exereised to prevent such a calamitous cousequégce of
our intercourse with them, - t
Besides places of inftevest in Caleuntta which they visited, they
wore taken to sec the great piggeries in Entally which, as 1 had ox-
pected, threw them into raptures; they also went by railway to
Burdwan, and, by the kindness of the Rajah, were allowed to see his.
house and grounds, and famonus menagerie, all of which they have
never coased to speak of and call to my recollection. -
On the 26th November we left Calentta, and reached Port Blair on
the 2nd December. A number of Andamanese were waiting on
Ross Island anxiously looking forward to the arrival of the T'wbal
Cain and party with me, and great were the demonstrations of
delight when they saw them all safely return again. 'The Home
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| became a scene of wildest revelry, singing and daneing continuing

| ‘night and ‘day for upwards of a forinight, during whwh all ' the

Caleutta adventures were glowingly related, and the ' effect pro-
duced was that, day after day, they entreated me to take them all to
Qalcutta and had the option been offered to them, tne whole tribe

i woulﬂ have been willing to accompany me.

/. A most unfortunate occurrence had happened drring our absunce.
_The South Tribe had been giving trouble and robbing the Sett!ement

' 'plnntatmns near Haddo, and the Convict Police hud exemplified their

‘zeal by shooting one man aud wounding a wonian.  Colonel Tytler
enquired into the case, obfélmng, however, only the conviet’s version
of the story, and cautionsd them to be more fotbearing in futuve, and
never to use their fire- aé‘ms, except in self-defence and u/ ider exireme
necessity. The womari was brought to Ross Island and remained for
' some months under ray care, but died at longth from the effect of her
wounds, which ha(_l_;.-f:'ﬁleen. too long neglectead. '

" On the 9th Decomber, I proceeded with Colonel Pytler to Rangoon

and Moulmein, six Andamanese ascompanying us, who were required
" to act as guides in our contemplatel visit to some islands to tha
northward.

Nothing worthy of note occurred in these visits, except that, on the
voyage, the Andamanese rendered most usefnl and indeed indise
pensable gervice in supplying the want of a sufficient orew on board
the BSettloment Steamer Tiana, Through some unaccountable
neglect or oversight, the Zimne had left Rangoon on her voyage
to Moulmein and Port Blair without a sufficient number of men to
work her, and it was found impossible to heave up the anchor, and to
perform many other necessary duaties of the ship without the assiste
ance of the Andamanese, which, I ami bound to say, was cheerfully
rendered, though they were severely over-worked and deprived of
their rest at night through the exertions imposed upon them,

In the beginning of this year (1864), the South Tribe renewed
their depredations, but with much more caution, ayoiding the armed
police and escapivg into the jungles whenever they appeared; they
seemed to obtain intelligence by some means, while the police were

A
T

A
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still at a distance, thmt they were appmaehing The la-ttee could not' e
snceeed in finding them, and never knew when or where to expaot”
them, for they continually ehanged their pesitions to elude the police,
and appeared successively in guite differont directions where they

knew the Native conviets would be least prepaIed to receive them,
In this manner, not only was greab damage done to the Settlement
plantations, but serious loss was sustained by the conviet; self-sup-
rorters whose gardens were compietely cleared of all their produse.
Colonel Mytler felt the necessity of taking effective measures 1o 0ppose
these lawless proceedings, Lut there appeared no means of putting
a stop to them without actual collision with the tribe, resulting, pros
bably, in bloodslied. e was most anxious to avoid this and I
boeged him to enjoin the pohce not to shoot any of them, but to lie
m @ 4mbush and endeavour, if possible, to capture them.,

A dew d'ly;. following two of the rmo'-lemdet's, known now as

Moviarty and Sandys Sahib, were seized, and Colonel Tytler put them:

in itons aud placed them under my care. As 1 had expected, some

of their friends soon cawe fto visit them, and I sent a message by

thom to their tribe that the prisoners were to be Kept in close custody
as g soeurity for their future good behaviour, and that they should
he severely punished if any of ‘the Native convicts at the ongposts
were again molested. : |

Phese measuves and warnings wera mm!e effectual in restrammg

their agy wmvea movements than the qlagghter of half the tribe would i

have heen s for, finding themselves fm{ed' and fearing that we should
retaliate npon the prisoners if they gave ms further provocatwn, they
left the neighbourhood. |

On my second expedition to Port Mcuat, when returning late ane

evening through MacPherson’s Straits, we saw the fives of the

aborigines, and as soon as the stearer was gnchored, 1 started in a
small boat to vmt their encampment, We arvived opposite to it
about 8 p.A%. and hailed them, but instead ot replying~they extine
guished their fires and retreated into the woods. Topsy and an Anda-
manese child, who were with me, now med their porsuasions, \They
%sured ‘the other aborigines that they had m}thmg ’i}o apprehend

"\.
Af
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_ . t 18} t was only rayself, Myjolah,
- who had eome to visit them, that the only other persons in ﬂie boat
were 'the Native crew, and, morcover, that we had cOc(mﬂ'ﬁé‘-'ﬁﬁ&y riee
(in abundance, and other presents for them. S G L
These assurances satisfed tlhem, and they commenced to wade out
towards s, ealling out to us to hring the boat nearer; I replied that
this wag impossible, as the shove was rocky and my boat had alveady
strack against o vook, dnd that I was afraid on that aceount to
approach any nearer, and asked them why they had extinguished
. their fives.  They said thiat they would at onca relight them and come
~out to us in a '(_f,'a"uob,' and in a quarter of an hour they came;—a
| woman steering with a paddle, and four men pulling @ I filled their

 from i%ﬁ'-"ﬂi‘;ﬁf*‘tﬁe_ﬁ'_eire’ u.ﬁztrm'ed; that i

| eamoe wibh cocorluts, hags of grain, beads, knives, looking-glasses,

and other presduts with which two of them returned : the woman
and two meu accompanying us to the steamor. Next morning I
again visited the camp without guard or attendants, and the abori«

gines, delighted with the presents which I had| left with them the

night before, gave me & most wolecome reception,) promising that it
any Buropeans Ahboojing-eejidur) ever fell into their hands, they
would bring them to the Settlement. "

(The last remark shows how much of Mr. Corbtiyn’s notes regard-
ing the sayings and doings of the abotigines was evolved from his
own imagination. © Bojig-ngiji-da” means “ aberigines,”’ and the
people were evidently tatking about themselyes; he not un derstanding
a'word of the conversation.—21. 72y

During the month of February, 1864, the namber of #borigines '

of hoth tribes on the Seftlement was upward§ of forty ; who were
 daily employed in work with Native convicts; (which should never
have been permitted.—2. 7. .P.), clearing sites, mpking thatchiog and
pamhoo frame-work, and’ helping in other ways in the' construotion
of their own houses, pigyeries, and cattle shedss bat soon severe ill-
ness began to prevail amongst them, and various Causes combined to
yonder them dissatisfied’ with their conditibn® and treatment here.
The monthly allowance for their support did not suffice for their
wants, and Colonel Tytler admitted that in return: for their labour

Yy
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which| was quite evjual to that of Natwa convicts, they were aven
entitlud to a larger ailowance.  'They, moreover, complained 'of other
discornforts, The Ardeman Home was no longer tenantable, and

their 'only dwelling was a’ small cow-shed, which they shared with

cattle, sleeping on a raised bamboo machan above them,

(It is not understood, when he saw how objeotionable it was, why
My, Corbyn allowed such a state of things. The Andamaness should:
bave been permitted to make one of their own villages, in which, in
¢, sheltered spot, they would have been perfectly happy.—M.FiP) =

They were also impaf ent of the presence of a Conviet Guard over
them, who watehed and restricted their movbments, not allowing
them the liberty of Wa]kmg about the island except at certain timeg,
aud attended by them to| vestrain them from doing any mischief.
Foar of them died here; hut still nothing could be done to improve
their quarters, (!) or better their condition. (Al this is not under-
stood. Certain subsequent correspondence shows that Mr, Corbyn
and the new Superintendent Major Ford were not on good terms,
but there is nothing to show that Major Ford was not anxious to
treat the aborigines well ; indeed, a letter of his quoted beolow shows
that he did not approve of the repression exercised over the Anda-
manes: by My, Corbyn,—2M.7.P.) |

The South Tribe men wvere continually 1nsbloatmg the others 10
escape ; (Bscape from what i Mr. Corbyn has hitherto said that
they 'were under no restrictions.— 2L V. P.), and at length, not-
withstanding the utmost vigilance of tho goard, the prisoners,
as well as nearly all the others, succeeded in doing so; one of
the former, Sandys Bahib, swinming in his irons to the main~
land; and only Jumbo and Topsy were leff, and finally they also
pscaped (1), and the latter most unforfunately was drowned in
atte:npting to swim to the mainland. Such a finale of all our hopes
and efforts was indeed melancholy and disheartening, and every one
predlicted that we should see nothing more of the Andamanese, and
thal it was hopeless to attempt to do anything more with them. But
I renewed the attempt, supported and encouraged by Major Ford in
doing so. It oceurred to me that as soon as the North Tribe knew
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'_"'that Jurnbo had esca.ped (!) they Would deca.mp and go to soﬂne other
part of the islands, and it was therefore desirable to see them, and
endeavonr to pmquado some of the more influential of them té return
to the Sottlement before they had ascertained this clrbumstauce, -
which would not be for several days, as Jumbo had swam from this |
“island  to 'the s.outh of Aberdeen, and would therefors be many days

journeying 80 ‘far as the North TM'ribe encampment, In pursunnce

of this design, I went to the Jjungles supplied with a week’s provi-

sions, and took up a position on the coast about eight or nine miles

northward. where I vemained five days. The plan quite ‘succeeded ;

tor 1 drew round me several Andamanese, and at last Jumbo also

came into my encampment, and he and the regt mtumed with me to
Ross Island. :
I am happy to state that now the o'ood underqt&n&mw with them

¢ has been completely vestored, and W\% are on the best of terms with
"\_ﬁthem. Jumho was kept here a few days. and then sent back to the
‘mainland, and he now by his owa. Wi&h remains at the North Oute

post Home  established for them o the mainland. All the others
who formerly escﬂped including the prisoners Moriarty and Sandys
Sa&ub of the South Tribe, are at the present momenf on this island,
all having returned of their own accord, in number thirty-eight, but
no longer under any restriction (1) for they are not waiched by

- parswallahs, and avo ab liberty to return to the mainland and their

own homes whenever they are so disposed,—a liberty of which they
freely avail themselves, but do not leave us altogether, for they

generally return after a few days’ absence, swimming aocross, or in_

canoes which I have provided for them.

As soon as a ship now appears in port they swim to it and beg
for plantains;and if pice, of which they now know the use and ap-
preciate the value, are thrown to them, they dive to a great depth
for them,—even the small children bheing very successful at these
foats.

Weare making some use of them now in trying to recover escaped
convicts by their means, and though the experiment bas not yet been

guite successtul, there is sufficient reason to hope that it will be; and
| 8 N




AB8 Ja- HISTORY OF OUR RECATIONS

i i e e

the conviets, amougst whom the report has already spread that we
are sending the aborigines into the jungles after runaways, will be

deterred from trying to escape, by fear of having such rough police
to deal with, and we may hope, therefore, that much less will now
bo heard of such escapes which have been so frequent lately., Crusoe
and another man of his tribe were sent southward, by Major Ford’s
desive, to search for three Burmans who had not heen heard of for
a month, and one of whom left armed with a musket, A written
order closed and gealed in which the Burmans were required to return
immediately, and informed that the Andamanese had besn sent in
search of them, was put into Crusoe’s hands, and he was told to
deliver it to them. I then took him to the South Outpost Home,

gave in charge of the Tolidar of that Outpost beads, knives, and
other presmnts, which Crusoe was informed weve to be given to him

as soon as he returned with the conviets; and having supplied him
and his companion with rice for seven days consumption, a cooking
pot, box of matches, and also bows and arrows, which I cautioned
them on no acecunt to use against the Burmans, despatched them
on their mission. [n three days they returned without the Burmans
whom they declared they had searched for in vain all over the main-
land, hut dragging after them an unfortunate conviet self-supporter
whom they had found some distance to the south, hunting pigs, and
threatened to shoog it he did not immediately follow them., Crusoe

claimedl the reward which the Tolidar refused, telling him that he
had not earned it, as the Bengalee before them was not a runaway
and evidently not a Burman. (Crusoe should have been given a
“reward.— M. V. P) I doubt, however, if Crusoe went so far to the
south as was pretonded, for others whom I wished to accompany him
demurred, fearing to encounter a tribe in the south, whom they eall
¢ Jarrahwadder” (Jarawasda), their name for their own fribe is
“ Rleshwadder *' * (not understood, ? “descended from Chéna Hié-
wadi), and for the natives of the Archipelago Islands ¢ Ballawadder’’,
(Balawa-da);~=the latter they desoribe as not having a language, and
being extremely ferocious; they are a tribe of whom absolutely
nothing is known,
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(Here Mr, Corbyn has evidently misanderstood Orusoe, who pro-
~ bably told him that the Balawa-da did not talk the language he did.
They are the mildest of all the tribes, and were known to the Alka-
Bég-da, whom they used to meet at Kyd Island.—231, 7. P,)

A very creditable act of humanity on the part of the North Tribe
aborigines, which was lately related o me by a Native convict who
was the ohject of ity deserves to be recorded. This man, a Punjabee
boatman, escaped from this SBettlement with some other convicts in
November, and travelled many miles northward till they came to a

clearance in the interior, as extensive, he says, as Chatham, where

was a large Andamanese encampment. (No such clearance existed,-—
MU

Here these convicts remained a fow days, kindly treated by the /

aborigines, but he became very ill and his companions left him. The
Andamanese, more merciful than the convicts, administered varinus
romedies and treated him most kindly, and finding that he showed
no symptoms of recovery, three of them took him up and hearing
him upon their shoulders carried him every day considerable distances
along the goast till, in eight days’ mareh, they hrought him to North
Point. Arrived there, they hailed a boat and asked the boatmen to
bring them also to Ross Island, but their request was refused, and
they went away unrequited for an act of mercy which cannot be
too much extolled, or too long remembered in their favour, (If
true,— M, V. P.)

I have already made allusion to the nsta.bhshment of two Outpost
Homes on the mainland, the object of which is to promote intercourse

and friendly intimacy with the aborigines. Clearances of land have'

been made, and two buildings erected.

1 have hopes of our being able to induce the Andamanese to cuI- -

tivate the soil and render other usefal r_aervxﬂes to us.

H. CORBYN.

Port BLAIR ;

The 16th May, 1864.
3 x2
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(This eultivation of the soil by the Andamanese has been an ignig
Satuns to many officers. It is impogsible to turn, by an order, or in
a few years, or even in one genemtlon, a huntmg and nemadw, into f
pastoral people. The labour of clearing, and keeping cleaved, the
jungle would be far too great for the Andamqnese. - Lhey prefer, ‘as
food, the products of the chase to the products of the soil, and theirdirty
habits do not permit them to remain very long in one place—M. 7. P,)

The following letter shows the circumstances which led tu the
application for the present grant-in-aid of RJOO per mensem to the
Andaman Home, '

Lotter, No. 19, from the Revd. Ienry Corhyn, C[l:lp'h’li]l of
Port Blair, to Major B. Ford, Officiating bupermtendent of Port
Blair,  Dated, Ross Island, the 20th May, 1864.

“Ths expenses of supporfing the Andamanese under my care.
having greatly ineveased, since the establishment of two Homes tor
them on the mainland, T am obliged to beg of you to renaer me
inoreased assistance in carrying out the views and wishes of Govern-
ment for their eivilization, pending the reply of (mVernment to my
application for a larger allowance,

“On the date of my last report to Government, 16th instant,
thers were no less than thirty-eight aborigines of the North and
South Tribes on thisisland, dependent on the funds of the Home for
their diet and clothing ; and, in addition to these, forty have to he
daily fed on the mainland on grain, purchased at the Commissariat
stores, at a cost quite equal to that of the laboring convicts. |

« It cannot be expected that, with all the ofher miserllaneous
expenses of the Home, I can voniinue to support, in food and clothin
such a large and daily increasing number of the aboriging ou the
present monthly allowance; the expense of clothing them alone
wonld be so considerable an item that, in consequence of my inability
to meet it, many of them are obliged to go naked. (There could have
been no need to feed the people on the mainland on grain. The only
reason why the Andamanese in the Homes at the present day arve fed
Yy the Home is because their time is taken up in workmg for the




i ."Govemment and they have no Ielsure to procure thelr own food |
| Also \a sma.ll loin eloth, which wonld not have heen very expensive,
would have been ample clothing for the savages, for whom too

much clothing is not. des,lrahle--ﬂ V.P.)

| “ You will have aeen, from my accounts renderved to you, how
.large a sum I have adyanced out of my own privato funds to defray

' expenses &heady maurred on behalf of the Home,~~incurred, if is

true, on my awn responsibility, bat with views and for objects which -

1 believed the result would justify, and Government would at some
future time approve, so persuaded was T of their importance that, it
it hiad been necessary to have incurred those expenses without aid

from, deemmenb I should not have hesitated to do so ; and indeed,

it will beseen from my accounts that, though the expenses of the Home
commenced in the month of June, no part of the Government
allowance was paid to me. till late in November, when I received
£100, and again on the 8th December, five months arrears of allow-
anees due, whieh eould not be dra.wn sooner bwauw it hadnot been
sanctioned.

&7 am sure Government will not wish me o sustain more pecu-
niary Joss, through my having voluntarily undertaken duties whieh,
in themselves, are sufficiently onerous.

« Beforo my application for an increased allowance fo the Home
can be laid before Government and their reply received, much time
will elapse. TIn the meantime, I hag of you, as the Superintendent
of this Settlement, to render me all possible assistance in meeting
the demands of our improved relations, and advancing intercourse
with both trlhes of the aborigines in the neighbourhood of the
mettlement.

~ «8hould you not feel authorized to render peoumary 'ud in anti-
cxp&tmn of (Government sanotion, there are other ways in which
you can materially help to dn:nunsh the expense of the Home, a.nd to
support the aborigines.

« T beg leave to indicate some of them—

s 1of.—-1t is advertised that there will be a sale by auction next

Wednesday, at the Commissariat Store-rooms, of * cargo rice *’ in=

L e ,r--..xﬁmttztﬂ-;;.a_.ﬁnmm}:sm; A ABY.
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tended for the Government elephants, but now not required, which
is unfit for conviets’ food, (though if the bazanr convicts, self-support-
ing ““bunneahs,’ buy it, they will probably sell it again to the
labouring conviets, mixed with good rice), but would be very much
appreciated by people like the aborigines, who are accustomed to
coarse fare, and, therefore, are not go likely to be impaired in health
by it. As it is expected that this rice will not realise one-fourth of its
value, its sale would be a loss to Government, but its distribution |
amongst the poor Andamancse would serve a useful and merciful
purpose. s

“ 2ud.—1 have also heard that there \will soon be condemned
hullocks for disposal # These would be of great use to the Andamanese
on the mainland. _ &

“ 3rd.-—All cattle which die from r.hs;easefJ or othor natural onuses,
might be sent to the outposts for their sustenance. = Colonel Tytler
formerly issued an order, which has not been carried out for many
months past, that all cattle dying naturally, after being landed on
this Island, should be forthwith conveyed to the mainland and left
there for the aborigines.

“T am bappy to inform you that the aborigines at .&orth Outpost
have quite altered their manner and behaviour towards the convicts
there. The Tolidar informs me that they give them more than they
take from them, sharing with the conviets fruit which they bring in
from the jungles, and fish of considerable size, three or four feet in
length, which they obtain in great abundance. He is now gontly and
gradually leading them to work ; and endeavouring to make them un-
derstand that they must earn the food which we give them ; they still
continue to bring their bows and arrows, but only to shoot fish with.”

Major Ford, in forwarding the above letter, and Mr, Corbyn’s
third Narrative to the Government of India, writes in Iehte‘r

No. 20A., dated the 6th June, 1864:— -

“ 1 have the honor to forward, enclosed, the continuation of
Mr. Corbyn’s third Narrative, which takes np his account of evenls
occurring with the Andaman tribes during February last, on the 1ith
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of which month 1 assumed aﬁmatmg charge of this Settlement. Mr,
Corbyn records now, that, shortly afterwards the Andamanese, who
I found here, some forby in number, including women and children,
all escaped to the mainland, swimming over to North or South Points;
it wasin the last attempt of this kind that Topsy, (the wife of Jumbho),
who had often hefore evinced a most friendly and trusting disposition

towards the British, was drowned ; her body was found a day of two
after at South Point, ~—=she nad been in ill-health and most probably

had nof strength to gain the opposife shore.

2. “After cavefully considering all circumstances connected with

these escapes, and having previously observed the system hitherto
adopted for the management of the Andathanese heré, T came to the
conclusion that it was impolitic to restrain them on Ross Island ;
that they must De free to go and eome amongst us; but as this
might in time, and as conhdence increased, lead to the vmts of larger
numbers than it would be safe to have here on Ross Island, and
whose care and attendance would involve a larger expenditure of
gonviet labour and duty than the Settlement, with such a press of

public works as is at present the case, can afford, I determined for

these and some other cousiderations, all adding weight to my decision,
but not necessary to record heve, to causetwo outpost * Homes’ to be
formed, and accompanied by Mr. Corbyn, selected two localities,
each at the head of a small cove,~one on the north, and the
other on thesouth mainland shore, sitnated at about the same distance
(three or four miles) from Ross Island, where, at each, I have given
materials for the construction of a large hut, and have stationed
two armed police, and a small working party ; some six (from the
Andaman Home) orderlics who have been accustomed to, and get
on well with, the aborigines, and a small boat for their communicas
tion. Here they have been supplied with as tock of provisions, a
few presents, efe., with which they feed and conciliate any Anda-
manese visitors ; any of whom, wishing to visit Mr. Corbyn or myself,
are at liberty to find their way over to Ross in a small eanoe stationed
at each out-post for this purpose. They are then allowed to stay a

day or two, if they like, at the Andaman Home, which I have removyed

5
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fnom the old site to one more u nder Mr Oorbyn 8 eye, and not qulte

50 public,~a  necessary arran]remﬂnt having wow several married
Ohristian women here. It will be necessary tempomnly to withdraw

or reduce the stnength of the party at the outposta durmg the

south-west monsoon, when bad weather may often render it a matter

of difficulty to keep up suppheﬂ of food otc for a/ Iarge party, as also-

to proyide medical ald

3, As stated by Mr. Gorbyﬂ iy have endeavoured to utﬂlse thej il
Andamanese, by trying fhrough them fo 1‘0{.-1-],})'(]1.1_!.'9 some recently
escaped convicts ; they have not as yet been s successful. It is some-+
thing, howwor, to have got them to understand, as they now do,'

that T will reward them for bringing in anyone who they ﬁnd""neyond
our Settlement, it they briag hmu unharmed. -l
¢ 4, In conclusion, I beg to bring to the fa.vouruhle notlce ot

Go.vemmeﬂt, ‘the unwearied exertions of Mr 001by;n to improve

our good understanding with the people of these islands,—in so doing
I beg to submit a copy of his lotter to me, urging an increase to the
Andaman Home allowance to 1200 a month, which 1 beg respectfully

to recommend may be granted,~—principally that he may have some

mpans wherewith to start a school for such Andamanese children
whose parents can be indueed to let them remain somewhaf longer on
Ross Island, where I propose it should be established ; and which will
doubtless, be a further meins towards the civilizing of these pe_op’le,
and extending our influerice amongst their tribes.’’

(It was afterwards found that a sehool on Roess Island was a mis-
take, as the childven were too closely associated with the soldiers and
convicts, and learnt to drink, and a number of other bad habits.—
MW P

It is due to Mr. Corbyn that his own accounts of his dealings with
the Andamanese should be given, and I therefore publish them in
full, but on Major Ford taking charge of the Settlement he found it
necessary to make changes in the Andaman Homme which led to
Mr. Corbyn’s resignation of the charge of it, and on the 22nd June,
1864, Mr, J. N. Homfray was appointed to the charge in his place.




Whut ghould have led M) Oorbyn to suspeeb that all was not
_ -goma well in the Home was that, ‘on the 1st March, 1864, all the
Andumauase who had been qta.ymw in it escaped by swimming to the

 mainland, ‘Mr. Corbyn went to the northward in the Diana to. |

ook for them and caught five of th& Northern Tribe, and one of the

' Southern, thus showmg that he mnmdercd them to be under some

| sort’ of restraint, On the 10th, ‘rh\a officers of the Diana bhad a

| friendly interview with some of fhu Southern Tribe, and it hecame

1 evident that they did not dislike us perqoneﬁﬂy, but they ohjeeted fo
. the gemi-eaptivity in which they were kept on Ross Island.

| On the 26th March, 1864, the dead body of an Andamanese

woman as found lying on South Point beteh. The remains could

not be identified, but were said at the time to be those of ‘L‘opsy, the

i mfe of Jumbo, who had done s> much 'good sevvice for us,. She was

111 ill-health when she escaped from R.os% and is heheved to have becn

dr owwped in gwimming across.

Mz. Corbyn remarked that it was very th{ﬁault to 1nduce the
Andamanese to remain with us. Jumbo was put in irons by lim for

running away, and swam across to the mainland in these. Major
Ford objected to this restraint, or to irons being }*&ut on the Anda«
maneke at all, and opened two Homes for the aborigines on the main-
Jand, at Lekera-Bdrnga, and South 'Corbyn’s (Cove. Three trusty
'convmts, acoustomed to the Andamanese, were kept in these, and a
gtore of condemned grain, biscuits, ete., to be used as presents. Any
-:Andspmanﬁse who came to these Homes was allowed to remain. 8s long
‘a8 b liked, and was fed. £ the aborigines wanted to come to 'Rous,

sont over for them.

i Teﬂ*byﬁwp “runaway’’ Andamanese women, Harriett of
the South Tribe, and Anuie of the North Tribe, who willingly came
_4m board, and went on to Port Meadows, Middle Strait, Port Camp-

' ”hell Port Mouat, Redskin Island, where there had ' shortly before
| been a friendly meeting between our people and the Andamanese

of the South ‘Tribe, and Jollyboys' Island. The party returned
30

| .q;g'bghtmg a signal fire at the nearest point opposite on the mainland,

) on Ma]m' Ford went in the Disna to North Bay "
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through Mm*Pherson s Straits, Vu‘y few Andamaneﬂe nge seen on

this trip, but those who wero met with (and who, of course, were all b

members of the Aka-Béa-da tribe) were all frlendly. ; Wil

At tlns hme an allowance of 200 per mensem for the Andaman jias
Homes was grantnd by the Government of India in Letter No 1670
dated 28th July, 1864,

During the months of December, 1863, and Ja,mmry, 1864 e

summit: of Mount Tarviet was cleaved, and a road made to if. The
Government of India enjoined great caution on all the pa,rtws
employed on this worlk, and ordered that any collection of Andaman-
ose in their neighbourhood should be discouraged as much as possible
and' | mf;ercourae with them prevouted when notf. mdlspensahle, as; |

a.eemr‘ the tools in use, the Andamanese Wonld he tempted to steal i

thum, and thus disputes would be caused. - |
" On the 2nd April, 1864, the Settlement was phced under the

crdors of the Ohief Commissioner of British Burmah, and attached to

the Tonasqaum Commissionership ; and on the 7th of the manth,

‘Mgajor General the Hon’ble 8ir R. Napier, x.0.8., visited Port Blair

officially. e approved of what was being done with regard to the

aborigines. Towards the end of 1863 the treatment of the Andaman.
ese by Mr. Corbyn seems to bave suffored some nnexplained change.
The attention of the Government was drawn to this on the 15th
January, 1864, when they note that they had formerly thought that

the Andamanese under Mr, Corbyn were remaining volunterily in the =

Sottlement, and consider it doubtful whether any good can be exs
pected from forcibly detaining the people, as it now appeared
Mr. Corbyn’s object to do, Major Ford was requested to report on the
line of conduct Mr. Corbyn had now adopted towards these Anda-.
manese, the majority of whom, it will be remembered, were omgmallx
induced by fmendly overtures to come into the Settlement.

It would seem as if Mr., Corbyn was impatient with the Anda.
manese for not more readily taking to the mode of life he presoribed
for them, and for adhering to their own customs; and he endeavoured
by restraint and harsh treatment to compel them to do as he wished.

On the 315t May, 1864, the Governmeunt of India further mote
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: bhat J umbo had been puﬁ in ircns, for running aww, and entlrely dige
A --:’apnge of this proceeding.

/They directed Mr. Corbyn to subrmt a Repnrt of his pr oacedings '
i ,.Wlth the Andamanese every month, and he somewhat surprised then

_e-"'-'-;-'_:-byxrema.rklnq vhat, * making friends with the Andamanese increased
 the number of escapes, as the convibts could notv wander anywhere

| with impunity.”. The Gorernment at once called on the Superinten-

dent for a report on this m&tter, fmd Major Ford suggested that the
Andamanese should be enc souraged t) recapture the runawey conviots,

and bring them in unharmed, and that a reward should bo given for

every conviet so hrought in,
| This suggestion was acted on from then till the present day, and

"-.__the Andamanese in return for thv benefits and attention they have
‘ret,eﬁ ed from us, have acted as a sort of jungle polica.

M Corhyn, howaver, ob;eo’md to this proposal, on the ground
ihzst it Would give the Andamanese a * police control > over the con-

nchs, and they would then, 111-11&3 them, and let loose ¢ their worst

passions.”? In the meantime, a 1 oceurrence took place at the North
Outpost which caused all friendly relations with the Andamanese to
be broken oft. On the 12th June, 1864, two of the Andamanese visit
_ing ab th|a North Home, got angry with the Sub-Gangsman in charge
. there, bacause he would not gu*e them all the food they wanted, and
‘going 0:1!: of the hut they were in with him, fired on him, wounding
him twmb from the effects of these wounds he subsequently died,
The Andila,manese then ran away, and fired on some other convicts
who were in their path, woundipg one of them ; these conviets closed
round fhem to prevent their escape, when they wounded three
' more, and, dropping their bows and arrows, eluded the remain-
der and fled info the jungle. One of these wounded men also died

from the effects of his injuries. The Andamanese aggressors were

| Jacko and Moriarty, who had always been well treated by us. There

were other Andamanese men, and also women and children present,
but they took no part in the affair which was entirely confined to the
ahove-mentioned two. Major Tord infended to keep a small party

at these oatwst Homes during the south-west monsoon, but owing
302
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to thig ocourrenoe he cln_éed them altogether, and W'i'th'dr-ew the oon-
victs stationed there. He further ordered that no favour of any kind

should ba conferred on the Andamanese, and that thme who vmltecl, |
us for the next three mounths should be treated wush Gfﬂdtieﬁ%i He_- Nl
qta’cod in reporting the matter to the G‘rove;rnment of Indla,, thut thls-'_ i

occurrence was much to be regretted, as the Andamanese were ! appa-

vently mever hefore so friendly. He objected to their restr:imt o

Ross, and said that the Andaman Tome had to be removed from ite
publie position, on account of ﬁm Christian women on Ross whh were
oﬁ"endad by the sight of the Andamanese, and had heen put in a more .
private place, under Mr. Corbyn’s eye.  On the 30th July, 1564 the
Andamanese wished to resume friendly relations, but food was reiust i)
to all except children. = After the affair at. Nmrth Qamp on, thq"; 12th
June, they scut over two children to Mr. Corbyn and theeel were
allowed to be fed, and were then sent away. This wus evide Iﬂy a
“ foelor " on the part of the Andumanese, and was seen to be so by
Major Ford, who did not approve of it. The nextday J umb'c}',' and
Jacko swam over, and Mr. Corbyn wanted to arrest them, but as we
- had afttracted them by onr own act on the previous day, of giving
food to the ehildren, Major Ford refused to allow this as it Wou]cl look
like treachery. He also refused Mr. Corbyn's request to gwe them
food, and ordered them to be taken to the beach and told fo go. Mr,
Qorbyn gaid that they told him that neither of them had anynhmg to
do with the Norgh Camp affair, but Major Ford replied that lTuhdar |
Gilbur Singh, with his dying breath had said that Jacko shm_t him,
It also appeared afterwards that Jacke was the man who had shot
Pratt, for whiech Jumbo and Snowball were unjustly. p’qfhished i
While this was going on, a party of about twenty Andamane:se were
swimming over fmm North  Point to Ross, and being met b,jr these
two returning, all of them turned baclk ‘to Aberdecen. While they
were in the water a child of about ten years of age was washed ashore
on Ross near Brigade Poinf and drowned, The party was followed by
Mr. Homfray who bad them escorted beyond Aberdeen into the

jungle and told to go away. i
Later on, a partv of botween twenty and thirty agam swom from

i



