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_J""I_North Pomf bo &ba!'deen mth bows and ATLoWs. Tlmy wers met bv
' the Overseer there, and quietly escorted o the jungle as before. They

' seemed submissive and dejected. Major Ford thought that during
| the south-west monsoon they suffered from hunger, and felt the want

. of tho food we used to give them, and hoped that * our present &tfl-

. tude may thus do good iu the end.”’

Bome: Burmesa conviets, who had esca.ped, returned of their own
aceord ahout this time and stated that the Andamanese made them and
. other rﬁna-imy.s hunt pigs for thom, and kept them hard at work till
exhansted, la;.tigfhing at | them the while ; the conviets, of ¢ourse,
being ferrified. When they were emaciated and feeble, they' were
either hrought back to the Srttlement, or simply released by the
Andamanese, who used to %'Jk_fuu and wound the men to make them
work,  They thought nothmu& of wounding people on the slmhto%
provocation. | Many conviets died of exhaustion in the junglo, and
there is no itfstance of any other being treated as Dudhnath was.

i The Government of India, having the example of Pratt’s case
" before them, suspected that the murder of the Qutpost Gangsman,
@ilbur Singh, was not entirely unprovoked, and called for a report on
the same. Major Ford was, however, certain that no provoeation was
eiven to Jacko. The Gangsman would nob allow the Andamanese to
enter the upper story of the hut where the food was kept, and when
they tried to steal some coeonuts he half raised his musket, this being
the usual and most effectual roode of intimidating them,  As soon as his
back was turned he was shot. Mr. Cophyn agreed that the Gangsman
was quite right in what he did, and il ought that the Andamanese had
a hatred of all Asiatics generally, caused by the petty (?) provocations
they had suffered from them. T have learnt from the Andamanese
that Major Ford’s account of the murder of Gilbur Singh was quite
correct, and that no other provocation, than that of refusing to give
him food, was givento Jacko, whais deseribed as being an ill-tempercd
and violent savage. Itshould be remembered that the Andamanese
think nothing of murdering each other on similar provocation. . (The
Andamanese names of Jacko, and Moriarty, were, Jacko-Biala;
Moriarty-Baura.) Mr. Homfray also, who bad beenin the Settlement

.
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since 1858, and who supceeded Mr. Corbyn in the charge of the
Andaman' Home, gave me many facts regarding this period ot our
administrafion before he died in 1883, &)
During Junly, 1864, Port Mouat was examined and p&rtlally sur-
veyed, and Major Ford recommended its occupation. He stated that
the Andamanese there were friendly, and that Orusoe a.ﬁpd Friday,
formerly prisoners at Moulmiein, and now very well disposed towards
us, were living there, He also pointed out that, by oceupying the
neck of land between Port Blair and Port Mouat, we should cut off
the southern portion of the South Andaman, and thus check the
Andamanese from crossing. He recommendad that the work should
be commerced on INovember 1st, 'gr - that Mr. Homfray should be
put in oharge of it, and relinquish hiv st of Harbour Master. He

also asked for a lighthouse to be placed éither on Geub Island or on the

Southern entrance of the Tnner Harbour. The Government of India
did not at that time accede to this proposal, Anything $avouring of
cutiing off portions of land, or, as formerly proposed by Dr. Walker,
with regard to Port Mouat, driving the Andamanese out of a portion
of tho Great Andaman, too closely resembled onr freatment of the
aborigines of Tasmania to be acceptable to the Government.

Major Ford having heen ecalled upon for an expression of his
opinion regarding the line of conduet adopted by Mr. Corbyn towards
the Andamanese, replied in Ietter No. 54A, dated 11th August, 1864,
as follows ;-

After saying that the question of our relahons with the Andaman-
ese was one of the most difficul t with which the Superintendent had
to deal, he wrote :—

“8. 1 will premise my report by here referring fo the Revd.
Mr. Corbyn’s ' Narrative of Events,” dated Rose Island, 2nd June,
1863, wherein he remarks on the Andamanese Jumbo and Snowball
who appear to have been taken prisoners consequent on the death of
Naval Brigadesman Praft, (who was killed by certain Andamanese):
These prisoners had for several months been detained in fetters at
the Naval Barracks under a guard of the Naval Brigade. Here I beg
to remark that the man now called ‘Jumbo’ is not the man known
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Gl | hy th at lname fgrmeﬂy in the Brtgade who was a man marked mth

.-‘"___:a scar on’ the right cheek. |

it &_y

“ When Pratt was killed a prow was here, and the Malay crew

| werp sent over with a promise of reward to catch the An&lamaneqe

auppﬁsed to be concerned. They went, and i in four days brouizht over

. eighteen people, from whom  were picked two; the original| Jumbo
. 'was of the party, but one Hamilton, Colonel Tytler's orderly, pointed

'_ out another man as Jumbo, who with Bnowball, (since drowned) -
-were made prisoners, and the original Jumbo, with fifteen more, was

released. | (This mmnal Jumbo’ was afterwards known to Mr
Oorbyn ag Jacko, and was the man who really murdered Pratt fce
trying to rape his wife.—2M. ¥, P.) &

(4, These prisoners, Snowball and Jumbo, are reported to have
been kept ‘several months in letters * at the Naval Brigade hartacks.

These men were, I am informed, at night chained to the station signal
 gun with heavy brass shackles, having also leg irons on; the brass

shackles ' were removed by day. There is not a man in the Br:nade,,

(I am told so by themselves), who believes that either Jumbg or

Snowball had anything to do with Pratt’s death.
“5, On oy arrival here T found some forty Andamanese on [Ross

Tsland at Mr. Corbyn’s Andaman Howme; visiting these people a

few days after I found one South Tribe man in irons,—the whole party
were, as I learnt after, kept under considerable restraint by a large
pumber of convict ¢ parawallabhs’ about the Home, and a day or two
after Oolonel Tytler left the Settlement, Mr. Corbyn apprised me of
the ‘escape’ during the night of several of the Andamanese prisoners

amtmwst whom were four of the principal men of the South Mribe e

a tribe he was particularly anxious to keep under restraint, who he
wished to keep as liostages, and ona of whom was shackled.” Mr.
Corbyn stated the reason for-this to, be that they had killed many

‘convicts, (though on enquiry I oould not obtain any direqt evidence

against this particular fribe in this respect), only ©that they pils
laged the Hettlement plantations and had recently attacked a party of
Oﬂicers and Brigadesmen at Port Mouat.” This escape was effected

in spite of the ‘strict watch® of the Parawallahs ordereﬂ by Mr.
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Corbm over the Andamanese day and night, who were ‘on nos'ccouni
to let them leave the premises without my (Mr. Corbyn's) permis-
sion.’~To my mind, on hearing of these cireumstances, it was clear
that this ‘restraint,’ opposite to their mode of life, was so irksome
that they could no longer bear it, even for the food and mﬂacco given
them to induce them to be quiet. i

‘@, Mr. Corbyn, in writing to me on this subject on I‘ebruwy, '
29th, says ‘of one fact I am quite convinced that, unless we fozcibly

detain hostages of all the tribes we shall give free license fo 2 reckless
and unreasoning people to damage and destroy wherever their impulse
leads them, and to continually pmvoke bloodshed. Those who have
been foreibly devained have been detained for sufficient reasons of
the fitness and force of Whlch Colonel Tytler, considering my - profes-
sion a pledge of just treatment, lett me to be the judge.”

“ 7. Some Andamanese still remained at the Home; hu.t at 10 30

on the 1st March Mr, Corbyn wrote to me °© all the Andamanese have
made their esecape except Jumbo and Topsy, the two latter I discovered
on the point of following and arrested them.” Me. Corhyn followed
them to North Point, to which place the escaped had swura, there

leaving Topsy, “whom I warned,’ he writes, ‘that if the escuped

Andamanese did not make their appearance to-morrow we should
~infliet summary chastisement on Jumbo.’
¢«On the 2nd March, Mr. Corbyn informed me fthat he ¢had

'__c-apturedL one of the South Trihe'; he added, ‘I think it really

necessary that Jumbo should be put in heavy irons, he was very
violent last night and made such resistance thiat five men could mnot
hold him. If Jumbo escapes, our influence with the North Tribe
is gone and we shall hear of more tragedies like Pratt’s murder,
(Why ? . That was not the fsult of the Andamanese.—if, 7. P)
I propose one evil to aveid a greater,” but this course, Iinformed him,
I was opposed to, and could not consent to. Jumbo gave as his reason
for his former escape that ©he had been bheaten by a Native.’

“8. On' the Tth March, Mr. Corbyn reported his returan witn
Jumbo '»ybo he took with him, from a search made towards Port
Meadoywss, having brought back ‘with him five Andamanese of the'
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While Mr. Um'byn was away, some Andamanese, who with 'l‘op%y
had agam returned to Ross Island, again made their escape,

“ 0, On his refurn I apprised him that; T had heard that the dead
‘body of ‘a woman had been seen on South Point; he went over mqh
some aburmmes, but it could not be, ldentlﬁed The body was
buried. ' As T reported to Government, it burned out aftorwards that
the remains were those of Topsy. Why she should have escaped
while Vier hushand was absent with Mr. Corbyn was strange. The
day before the last bateh escaped, (29th February), they eomplained to
Mz. Corbyn that some Natives belonging to a Chudia Brig, repairing
some damages in this port, had beaten them, ‘and this cause,” Mr.
Corhyn wrote, ‘seems to have instigated them to escape this time.
T dg not think this likely howwc,r; the crew of the brig, a few
of the very inoffensive people of Nagore, whose craft bhad run into
.'t‘ne Lady Canning, at night, on her way over Lere, and who, being all
orerboard, wo saved from drowaing, would be in my opinion the very
.L!,s‘r in the Settlement to have done anything of the kind. There
wme many rnmours at this time of the severity of the ¢ parawallahs’

aver the Andamanese, towards them, and in my own mind the opinion -

Thas always been strong that thasa people by their harshness or worse
drove Topsy and others with her t0 escapa, but that bmna wealk at the
time, she took fo the water for the nearest (south) p‘m,u, and had not
strength to reach it alive. It is proper here to say that it was not
known for many days after that Topsy was drowned. Mr. Corbyn’s
own impression was that the remains were those of a young woman
¢alled Annie, but whom we have lately saen here. Jumbo, as [ have
said, was brought back, Jumbo is a Chief among his owa people,
(while he is in our hands it may always be considered certain that
we have others.of his tribe, and their relations, coming heve, wishing
to be with him). By the 23vd April we had again 17 Andamanese
on Ross Island, .and on that date Mr. Corbyn wrote to me, *the
Andamanese are again all trying to escape.’ In deference to Mr.
Corbyn’s experience L had hitherto, being a stranger to these people

and thelr habits, retrained from inferference with his system of
3 r
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mﬁmgemeut of them, but from these continned ‘escapes, and the
aversion of the Andamanese to remain on Ross Island, it had now
. become clear to me, that we were pursuing a wrong system -td-wardé
4 hem, and that all restraint must be removed', or we should ‘make

_ tvemiey instead of friends of them. I had already forbidden any

fwrther wse of fetters, and I came to the determination of establishing
Clutpost Hemes on the mainland for them, SRS b S
“10. The sites for these Homes I settled, accompanied by Mr.

Corbyn, on the 9th and 13th April. When, therefore, M. Corbyn
wiote to me on the 23rd that the Andamanese were trying to ¢rcape,
I gave him divections as to the eourse which T wished pursued ¥ vz,
(that they all be set at liberty,—the eamps shown to them, and their

freedom to make future use of them explained. Mr, Corbyn had now
‘given up his old view as formerly written to me, that ‘he \was
convineced of the mecessity for the forcible detention of hostagﬁ%,’
and had been led now into my view as to the futuve managemen b
of these people, as he now wrote, ¢ the result of my experience (of &
year) is, that we cannot keep them foreibly in this TS1@Id, that-if we
uogeeded in doing so we should only embitter them gguiusb-‘ourselve'éf
On the same day he also wrote, * I agree with gou it will be better ta
lose no time in releasing Jumbo and #ny others that wish to 2o, forif

il give them renewed cosmdence, and when they see they areno

longer under’ rostraintethey may be willing to return?! In the |
conelusion of-tnis letter, Mr. Corbyn shows that a fight with the
Parawallahy is appreliended if the Andamanese weres not sent away,
This pretty clearly indicates violence on previous oceasions, to which
I refer in paragraph 9 of this letter, and shews what restraints must
on former oceasions have heen put on these people who were wishing
to go back to their homes, il

© 11. From this time forward, and until the 12th June, our friend.
ly relations with the Andamanese, and their - confidence in us in-
creased very satisfactorily, and with an uaprecedented success, Lay e
numbers than ever eame before visited us on Ross Island, and were
maore tractable and good-humoured than they ever were ‘known to ba,
hitherto, Mr. Corbyn most good-naturedly put up/ with the gregy”
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been to him, and all went well till the three conviets were shot by

| two Andamanese at North Outpost, snd I felt myself necessitated

 to break off for a flme our friendship with them.”

Major Ford then added that, after a careful consideration of our
past work with the Andamanese, “he isled to douht whether the efforts
' made to be friendly with them were not overdone, and the indulgence

. and gratification afforded to their appetites, in the amount of food

gwen them, did not act pre]udmally-——cevtam it ig that, with this daily
mdulgence, a holdness of manner grew on them, and led them to an
impudence of demeanour and an independent swagger that I had never
noticed in them hitherto. (They had left off cringing, and resumed
their real manuer—2. V. P.),

. “JIn my humble opinion, Mr. Cortbyn was too lavish of the (to
them) good things and comforts he had for them, they (to use his
own expression) got ‘accustomed’ to them, expected at once to be
supplied with what they asked for, and became peevish or angry
it vofused. It was in an occurrence of this kmd that the fhree
conviets were killed at N orth Qutpost,

“ 14. It will be seen thut, when' foreible detention of these Anda-
manese was first made nse of by Mz. Corbyn, he made use of it under
sangtion; it was put a stop to by my desire, and he was afterwards
led by circumstances to agree with me, and to see that no good could
result; from such a course. Personally, he has been most patient and
kind to the Andamanese, and. persevered at great rigk of life, health,
and strength, in his humane efforts to win their confidence and
advance them; and in the abave respect I regret that he has resigned
his eharge of them. He, however, found the charge, he says, ruining

“his health; and interfering too much with his other duties to continue

to hold singly.” 1
After giving some further personal explanations, Major Ford stated
his own views with regard to the Andamanese.

¢ 17. We shall never be able, I think, to do much to eivilize the

adult Andamanese that we now know ; if we can arrive 2% a good and
8r

12%
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friendly feeling with them, making them understand that their peace-
ful conduct will win our regard, whilst hostility will be met by with-

drawal of all countenance and benefits ; if we can from this get to
barter with them for bamboos, thatch, and other produets of the

forests, and make them, by judicious liberality towards them, some- _
what industrious therein for themselves ; if from this we ean get one.

step further and by the strict exercise of good faith with them in all
our dealings make thom know that we are to be trusted; this is as
much as we can expect from them. | This attained, however, will lead

us to the real motive of our efforts, the educating and civilizing of

their children.” iy e
e advocated the establishment of a school under an Army

schoolmaster for the Andamanese children on Ross Island, and after .

educating them there, proposed to send them to Burmah or India for
& further education. He thought that at first the children should not
be kept too long on Ross, but should be allowed to go and visit their
bomes at intervals, He suggested that the master shoald study their
language and form a vocabulary of it, thus paving the way for the
advent of a missionary and eventual Christianity. He added :—

22, Tt is true they have no conception even ofa Supreme Boing -

and are perhaps the lowest in the family of mankind, but these very
reasons I would urge for no longer neglecting them,”
(In this statement he was wrong.— M, 7. P),

- In Mr. Corbyn's defence it must be remembered that he had
Colonel Tytler's letter, quoted in Chapter X, in which he was author-
ized to detain the Andamanese on Ross Island, as hostages.

There appear to have been two Andamanese women, both ealled
“Hira” in Andamanese, and both calied “Topsy ” in English, Of
these, one was the wife of Jumbo who did such good work for us, and
who was drowned ; and the other was an nnmarried girl, who died of
measles on Viper during the cpidemic of 1876. Jiumbo was installed
by me as Chief of Bdjd Jag in 1879, and died, a very old man, in
1882, : :

In reply to the ahove letter from Major Ford, the Government

e,
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© of India wrote that, with regard to Mr. Corbyn’s resi'o'nai;"i'o'-:i‘t of the

charge of the Andaman E[omes, these matters rested entxrely with the
Superintendent, who ecm]d make what arrangements he thought fit.
The Governor General in Council was well aware of the great zoal and

earnestness with which Mr, Corbyn had hitherto devoted himgel £ to
‘the object of establishing Ermndly intercourse with the Andamanoese,
by the exhibition of kindness and good treatment towards those whom

he has persuaded to remain at the Settlement, and the Government
regrotted to infer that some ocause had arisen, hesides that nientioned
by Mr. Corbyn, to induce him to cease from his efforts,

“That this is the case must be inferred from the circumstance
that Mr. Qorbyn’s withdrawal seems to have taken place at a time
when, owing to the interruption of communication with the Anda-
manese, and to there being but two children at the Home, the charge
of the establishment could neither have mvolved much responsibili ty
nor ocenpied much time.”

An explanation was owever re quired about certain cattle and
stores helonging to the Homes. That establighment had hitherto
been supposed to be merely a building in which a few Andamanese
were accommodated, fed, and eclothed, at the public cost; buf some
more elaborate affair would seem to have heen since established.
They ordered that the accounts of the Homes should be submitted
monthly. .

- In reply to this, Major Ford reported on the state of the Andaman

Homes under Mr. Gorbyl_ﬁ. He wrotie that there were a cousiderable

quantity of cattle, pigs, and stores, in an extensive range of fem-
porary stabling and styes, on the Ridge at Ross Island; Rupees 420
had been invested in pigs, and a similar sura in cows, the milk of
which was séld-and yielded a profit to the Homes. He did not like
this traffic, but Mr, Colbyn-said milk was a good -anti-scorbutic and
that people bought it readily.,

Mr. Corbyn, indeed, intended to increase the stock of cows as
they brought in a steady income, and this was required, as the cx-

penditure on the Homes had been much in excess of the Government

~
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Grant. Latterly, the ammmt realised by the sale of milk had ﬂ!m-
tuated, as the conviets in eharge mismanaged aﬁalrs, and the Nayal
Brigude men who used fo hpy most of the milk had gone. I'Orty-four
convicts were employed at the Home, and when Mr, Oorbyn was
asked to reduce the number of men, he objected to doso. A few men

were, however, taken away by the Superintendent’s order, as they;-

were urgently wanted for other works. The Civil Surgeon objected

to the Momes on sanitary groands, and in fact the whole thing had

bhecome a nuisance on Ross.

Major Ford had written to Mr, Corbyn, requesting him oither fo
move the Homes or to do away with all the buildings he could spare,
and My, Corbyn was apparently oftended at this (though Ooldilel
Tytler had always disapproved of the site for the Homes ), and
resigned the charge of the Andamanese cn the day Lo received the
lotter. The old * Andaman Home,” as at tirst started, had been
abandoned, and the huts were in ruins ; /the Andamanese were living
in the cattle sheds and styes. Whenevyr Major Ford tried to make
an alteration in matters coneerning thy Homes, Mr. Corbyn mot his
proposal with his resignation. In ordep to retain his services, which
were valuable, on account of the good work he had done, his personal
friendship with the Andamanese, and his knowledge of their ways
and language. Major Ford state »d that ho was obliged to “give in to
him in a humiliating manuer.” While the relations between the two
were so strained the Government called for the Andaman Home
accounts, and Major Ford thought it best to wait for their decision
in that matter before referring to anything else. The dairy had
failed, and he wished to reduce the stoek of cows, but Mr. Corbyn
would not permit this, and used large bodies of conviets in making
extensive clearings at the two Qutpost Homes, against Dr. Gamack’s
wish. Mr. Oorbyn’slast resignation having been accepted he was
relieved by Mr. Homfray, and was told to make over the stock to him.
He replied that be would only make over such as was the property
of Government, and appeared to wish that the cattle, on which he
said he had spent a large sum of his private money, should be sold,
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LT and he should he relmbursed from the proceeds. Ma]or Ford agreed
" to this, but on My, Homfray going into the matter, it, was found that
1 mueh of the Government property had been lost, some was a.t the
| Qutposts, and the rest had been stolen by the Andamanese. The |
e number of convicets in the .E[omcs was rediaced fo twenty. pih

M. Corhyn then submittod a detailed statement of the receipt and

. "'expendlture af the Homes, from which it appeared that a balance of

R1,849-5-4 was due to him on account of money expended on

hehalf of the Andamanese.

He claimed on account of expenses mcurrad in takmo- eight

. Andamanese to Calcutta, R684-5-8; and on account of expenses

incurred in taking six Andamanese o Burmah, R812.14-8. He
had spent B440 on pigs, and had bought a Malay prah, which, as

i Major Ford justly vemarked, *however useful it might be to the

Chaplam when visiting the outposts, was a danger to the Sobtlement

* beeause the conviots could seize and escape in it.”” The Government

of Tn(dia sanctioned the amount above-mentioned being paid to Mr.

Corbyn.

As an instance of the Wewht whioh ous relations with the Anda-

munese carried at this time in the affairs of the Sovttottend, Mojor.

Ferd, when writing to the Government of India on the 17th June
1864' statos that he had heard a rumour (whwh was un!’oumled)

_ that Port Blair was to be made a penal settlement for' all the

]
-ﬂp"‘—n‘.‘,._—ﬂ-b-’:'.'r{l_'..

Buropean conviots of Great Britain, He deprecated this on, amongst
_ other grounds, “ that they would be a constant source of alarm fo

- pae And,ama.nuqe. and a thwarting of all our efforts.”
With the res1gn&t10n of 'Mr"*ﬁrmbyﬂ of the eharge of the Aada-

manese closes a period of our relations with thens, and T will briefly
comment upon it with the light which our subsequent dealings with
them, and their and Mr. Homfray’s accounts of Mr. Corbyn’s
doings, afford. Colonel Tytler appears to have been prejudiced
agamst the Andamanese from the fiest, and to have considered &

vepressive poliey towards them necessary in the interests of the'

£}
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Settlement, My, 'nbyn in detamlnfr and fettermg the*u soems,
at the first anyhow, to have heen acting with the sanction of the_
Superintendent. '. '
During the time he was eqfahhshmg Frxendly relations with thpm,

Mr. Corbyn’s conduet was certainly most judicious, and he was very

kind to the Andamanese, and really fond of them. The establish-

ment and farm at the Andaman Homes, to which Ma]ﬂr Ford objecied, '
was in its wrong place on Ross Iqlaz)d but within a few years after-
wards Mr. Homfray had opened cimilar farms and gardensat the
. Aundaman Homes, though in distant jungle stations, and such continue
to exist to the present day ; Mr. Corkiyn was only in advance of his
time, ‘

With regard to the effect his repressive measures had on the Anda-
manese, thcy were certainly excessive, and terrified the savages, but
his ideas on the sabjeet were correct, and these same measures, how-
over objectionable and illegal they may have been, overawed them,
and gave them a sense of our power, making Mpr. Homfray’s subse-
quent successful dealings with them easier. The Andamanese, on the
whole, seem to have liked Mr. Corhym, and did not resent his treat-
ment of them as much »s miight have been expacted. No doubt this,
s el as the murders at the North Qutpost, broke off for a time our
friendly relations with them, but not to so great an extent as Major
Ford thought, and the Qutpost murder was the isolated act of two
men, neither of whom were considered to be “ good characters” even
Ly their fellow tribesmen, and was not zn act of conspiracy on the
part of the whole tribe. It occurred exactly as stated by Major Ford,

who appears to luve been the first Superintendent who had eny (501 T

appreciation of our dealings with the Audamanese from their point of
view. Similar murders have occurred since, it have merely resulted
in the individuals ecncerned being punished, the remainder of the
Andum-meae helping to arrest them. It was, however, very necessary

«« {hose early difficult days,” as Mr. Homfray used to describe them,
10 t.ake severe notice of any act of hostility or treachery on the part
of the savages, however much they might have been provoked. The
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,',f,Andamasnese on Ross Island d:sh,fmd tbau' Hnglish education, a.nd on
. this ageount they escaped. | |

The principal mistake in our aLIealmn-s with the Aundamanese at
this period was, that both the Suptrintendent and Mr. Corbyn appear

o 'have been so taken up in gHardmg against the ill-doings of the
- Andamanese, that it never oc,cm-rnd to them to take any  precautions

against the misconduct of the Wavsl Brigadesmen, and the conviets
who were associated with the sivajzes in the Iome; though a perusal
of the history of our relations, with the Ausfralian and Tasmanian
Abnrlgmes, and the narratives/ ‘of travollers in the islands of the

| .-.__-';Pamﬁc Ocean, would have shown them what invariably followed the
mixing of eonvicts or merchant sailors (of whom the Naval Brigade

- was ohiefly composed) with s qq,vages

- The Andatmanese, even now, spea.k bxt;terly of the treatment they

'recewed from these men, a.:id Major Ford sesms to have suspected the
existence of the misdoings of the Europeans and convicts; but it is

astonishing that none o%‘ his predecessors should-have done so, and
that no one should have cbnaldered tha.t the Andamgnese required to
be protected against us, q]nte as much as we required o be protected

against them.
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| M= EOEIFB‘AY,' on assuming charge of the Andamaﬁese,' collected
'some hoys on Ross Tslaud, built a hut for them to live in, and endeav-
‘oured to win their couﬁdenw and affection, and to teach them. Tt is
to he regretited that Le was obllged fo empioy conviets to act as guards
aver the boys, but so long as the Homs was on Ross Island in the
vicinity of the Huropean and Native residents, this seems to have heen
unavoidable, He was a man of asingularly kind-hearted and patient
disposition, was from the first really attached to the Andamanese
personally, and they were quick to see this and reciprocate the attachs
ment. He taught the boys fo be ovderly, decent, and chedient; to
vofrain from stealing all they saw and desired; and to saw, dig, plant
a garden of native vegetables for themselvas, to fetch and carry for
him, to wash, and to cook their own food. Tl rightly considered that
such an education was the first to he given to such savages who he
saw picked up a colioguial knowledge of Hindustani of their own
accord, and he left such subjects as English reading and writing, and
the ordlnary primary education of an Eumpean child, to a later
period,

During the month of Oetober 1864 the Andama,neae carie into the
vicinity of the Settlement and stole a few trifles, but were otherwise
quiet and  well behaved. They were well treated, and the Chief
Commissioner of British Burmah, in approving of the orders issued hy
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Major Ford a§+/ er the murder of Gilhur Smgh at the North Outpoqi; by
the Andamanese,regarding our policy towards the aborigines, added that
they should be induced to bring in bambhoos, thatohma leaves, and
other artwlea of jungle produce, and that no food shnuld ever he
given to/ them' exwpt in exchange for suech articles. Neither Jacko
nor Mo&'mty, the two murderers of Gilbur Singh, had up to this time
appeared.

. The funds of the Andam&n Home were supervised by the
Buperintendent, who audited them quarterly, and were expended on
rations and presents for the Andamanese, much as in the prasent day.

At this time there appears to have been a fund in Calcutta
es{‘r&hhshed by Mr. Corbyn in support of the Andaman Tome and
called the Oaloutta Andamanese Donation Fund, but we hear nothing
more of ity and no sums were brought on the books of the Home
from such & fund, so it ~may be presumed that with My. Corbyn’s
~ resi n\atwn of the charge of the Andamanese it was abolished,

* In October, 1864, Mr Homfray, in reporting on the subject of
the Andamanese to Major Ford stated ,that the boys whom he had
on Ross Island were ahedlent, affectionate, and well behaved. He
noted that bhey ware fond of Loba.cco, and that their craving for it
was the strongest hold he had on them, He then went on to recome-
mend that Jacko and Moriarty should be allowed to visit us at the
Andamao Home again. He had met them on the mainland and fonnd
that tbey were most anxious to be friendly and had behaved very
well they actually cried when he would not permit them to
return to Ross with him. He further feared that if these men were
oatramsﬂd he would not be safe when visiting the Outpost Homes,
They were Ohiefs and their good will was of importance to the
Settlemaent ; so Major Ford, much against his inclinations, directed
that they should be admitted to friendly relations with us, being,
however, treated with coldness at first in order to i impress upon them
the fact that we had neither forv*wen nor foro'otten their conduet.

Accordingly on the 1st November Mr. Homfray went to ‘the -
South Outpost Home where about fifty Andamanese of both sexes had *

collected They had bows and arrows but when they recognised Mr,
de2

S

U

‘|

S‘ .
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Hamf ray thcy ]nd them aa::d seemed glad to meet h1m+\ ﬂome twenty- |
swam out to the boat while others on shore began to, smg and oalli
- Myo-Tee-ree (Maia Tiri, & name the Andamanese had given to Mv.
Homfray). Moriarty, who was the Chief and the man who had murdered

Gilbur Singh in June, 1864, boldly told his name and asked My,

Homfray to come on shore, saying that he w:mld give him some bows

and arvows.  Mr. Homfray accordingly went and was givon threo
bows. e also saw Sandys Sabib, an Andamanese, who had been
wounded that day by some slugs fired at him at Aberdeen in return_ i
for scme arrows he with others Lad fired at armed men who were i
trymg to prevent their plundering. Tie had eleven shots in gs i

stomech but owing to the small charge of powder had escaped beiung
killed, He was plastered over with red earth and oil and expected
to die. Twelve Andamanese accompanied Mr. Eomfmy back to

Ross, among them heing Friday, who had been a prisoner at Moulmein

in Major Haughfou’s time, and who took: the lead of the party and

remained two days on Ross. Ouv returning these people to their camp
Mr. Homiray found that the other Andamanese were anxious to kaewns o
how their friends had been treated, and had been on the point b

swimming across to ascertain. Krom this time thev gave Mr. Homfrav
the name of  Maia-jo-1a,” a term of great respect. He gave them
food and they gave him four bows and some arrows and about twenty
of them returned to Ross with him. = Moriarty was anxious to come

but Mr. Homfray told him that the Supenutendent was angry with

hind on account of his doings, which remark Moriarty did not like,
Sandys Sahib finding himself better eame over. After u lapse of ten
days Mr. Homfray took some of these Andamanese to the North
Outpost Home to look for the North Tribe, On arrival there he

could not understand why Jumbo would not make friends with some

of the others who were there, and after a little persunasion the
Andamanese told him that the North Tribe had quarrelled with the
South Tribe and that they at any time might bavea fight. A woman
was the first fo explain this.

After waiting an hour he got Jumbo and a couple of his party to
gome to Ross, but unwillingly, and Jumbo did not seem to care for the

i il



 presents 'Pi‘eﬂsﬂd--ﬁﬂ him. On arrival at Ross Mr. Homfray _'gfi_-a.ve” thém
Lt plan for A feast, in connection with which a ciroumstanoe oceurred
" which unfortunately frightened Jamho still more, as the knife 1o be

‘ysed for killing the pig was also used for threatening him, and he heg-

g . god Mr. Homiray to take him away.  The women also begged bim to
- He then bronght the-gmwn-up men of the Bouth Tribe, one by one
into his room, where he had sefﬁareted Jumbo, and made them emlrace

and make friends, which they at last did, crying for a guarier of an

' hotr.  After some days Jumbo 'was taken to the South Outpost by

| Fi‘idﬁy,' and the quarrel was patohed up.
At this time about fifty Andamanese, ineluding women and. child-

(. 'they had been fo\}‘bidden-. ‘o come, so they had to be seat back which

: they did not like at all, and Mr, Homfray ret‘narked-that,f from the

Way {-héy looked at him, he was frightened ta go over to their eamp,
and hoped that, if he was expected to go aver tliere, these Chiefs might
be pardoned. Should they commit a second offence, he sug'gestad that
as a,puni‘shment, they be kept prisoners in Rosg Island, as they would
foel that tobe a greater punishroent than mervely being preveuted from
cqming'-'shere, and it would be a greater secumty to himself, He thought
that to forbid them to come to Ross was searcely any punishment, as
it did not in any way interfere with their jungle life, and the freedom
to which they had been socustomed, and only provoked them, | He
said that the / ndamanese plundered as much as ever, and he was ob-
liged to search them before they left Ross, after paying a visit there,
ss they stole almost everything they saw, particulatly iron, and used to
conceal small artigles inside bamboos, and in their parcels of food. He
had begun to leary a little of their language, and was teaching them
iliadustani, in which he always conversed with them. i
During November\some Andamanese came to Viper Island, and

though armed with bow'-*s\, arrows, and kunives, they behaved quistly and

well, going away again after getting some food. A few days after this
some others came 10 Haddo, and were given some food and asked to
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| sepavate the two Mribes, whicl, after taking away the knife, '-"‘%.‘:d'id-*'

ren, used to swim over fo Ross with only a bamboo for a support. |
Moriarty and Jacko were among the number who did this, although
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supply harmboog in retarn. - Th(,y pwked up ﬂfteen old ones ia the
jungle and brought them. in, but when they were told. tha.t we wanted
freshly out ones they went away. Some others also came into. Aber-
deen snd Pheonix Bay from the south, pluudurmg hhe gardens and
huts of fruit, conviets’ elothing, and utensily,

Mr. Homfray states that during this wonth a very bright and cheer-
ful lad of the North Tribe, named Bob, and aged about 14, died. He
was the most useful and beqt behaved boy in the Home.

During the month of December, 1864, about one hundred Anda~
manese lived in the Home on Ross Island, and gave no trouble. No
restraint was put wpon them, and they were taken back to the jungle

whenever they wanted to go, though they were not allowed to swim .

away on account of their thefts. This policy resulted in better behavi-
our and less suspicion on their part, and one day when they all wanted
to go and found that no objection to their doing so was made, forty
came back acain shortly afterwards on'a bamboo raft, During this
montl the Licatenant-Governor of Bengal, and the Commander-in-
Chief of Madras hoth paid visits to Port Blair and were surprised to
find a number of Andamanese children in clean clothes and with pretty
manners turned out to meet them. Mr. Homfray wrote that he thought
a Tribe (meaning of course a Sept) consisted of about forty to fifty
people, and that the Andamanese had unlimited quantities of food in
the jungle, and never died from starvation, as this food was easily pro-
cured, He added :—

“They dig up four kinds of wild roots which I take to be wild
vams, (correct—2H. V. P.,), sweet potatoes, china potatoes, and kitchen
potatoes. (Nome of these three are indigenous in the Andamans,—
M. 7. P) There is also breadfruit, (Mr. Homfray may have meant
Pandonus—M. V. P.,) durisn, mangosteen (neither of which are in
the Andamans,—2M. 7. P.,) plantain, jack, and various other fruits;
also several kinds of nufs.”

He had a great wish to make the Andamanese do useful work, and
employ them in cutting bamboos, and in rowing him about the hax-
hour. He discovered that they were unable to count.
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| This cutting of bamboos, was merely done ;|by the Andamanese in
obedience to Mr. Homfray’s order, and they did not bring them in of
 theix own aceord to barter with. I _-

 Daring January, 1865, Major Ford strong?;y urged on the Govern-

ment the importance of opening out a small Settlement at Port Mouat

‘and connecting it with Port Blair by rosd, as it would, be thought,
' geparate the North and South Tribes, gnable us the easier to identify
 which Tribe gave trouble in any particular instance, and would con~

‘vince the Andamanese of our power, and that we had come to the
Andamans to stay. He mentions that the people inland, on the south
. side, were the most troublesome, not kaowing them to be the Jarawas

' who had no communication with the Aka-Béa-da Bepts.

| During this month Jacko and Moriarty were forgiven, as Mz, Hom-
‘fray urged on their behalf that they were provoked to do what they
' did, and that it must be considered that these people have never known
any law or restraint: are very irritable and quick-tempered, know
nothing of right or wroug, and fear nothing except a musket. On the
occagion of the murder in question there were a lot of them armed with

hows sind arrows asking for food, of which enough was nof given 1o
thern, and My. Homfray further excused their actions by saying that
they are accustomed to see conviets punished, or, as it would appear
to them, ill-treated by us, when they do not do as we wish. They had
waited till Tolidar Girba Singh, (as Mr. Homfray writes the name of
the murdered convict,) was ofl’ his guard, and then Jacko, Chief of the
Nogth Tribe, and Moriarty, Uhief of the South Tribe, shot him with
their arrows from a few yards distant, and mortally wounded him. It
was part of Girba Singh’s duty to punish the Andamanese when that
- was necessary, which may have been an additional reason for the mur-
der, o8 these people hate those who punish them ; and on this account

Mr, Homfray always got some one else to do that part of his duty.
When the Andamanese used to complain to him that they had heen

punished, he would reply that it had been done by the Superintend-

enit’s order and so keepon friendly terms with them, which subterfuge
was, he urged, necessary as a diplomatic convenience. Mz, Homfray
added that Jacko, since his pardon, had been living entirely with him

99
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" and that his tribe were better behaved, At ‘this time Mr. 'H‘bmfray'
visited the Archipelago Islands for the first time, but did not meet

with any of the Andamanese there, though he landed on Bir Hugh,
Neill, and Havelock Islands. He was told by the Aka-Béa-da with
Wim that the Palawa-da, ashe found the inbabitants of the Archi.
pelago Islands were called, were friendly with the Sept living to the

north of Port Blair, and constantly mixed with them. He was also |

informed that they were all Ax-yaito, or, as he put it, “live on fish.”
He noticed the large quantity of drift teak logs ou the shoves of these

Islands, and found that his Andamanese could gife him names for all |
the hills, encampments, and islands he saw. On the return journey I
two Andamanese ¢heered the steam launch, and did it very well, (an

accomplishment that, they have become very expert at now--M. V.P) i

With regard to their language he noted that he his a daily average of

thirty Andomanese in the Home who are beginning to learn Hindus-
tani, and one conviet Munshi, and three of the Farawallahs atlached

to the Home, canspeak a little Andamanese, he himself also baving

learnt about 300 words of that language.

A man of the Puchilwdr tribe from the Middle Straits came fo the'

Home during the month of January, 1865, and thus commenced our

friendly relations with that tribe, which have never been interrupted

since. In February, 1865, Mr. Homfray was sent by Major Ford in
the Diana to Port Mouat, to eatch some Burmese runaway conviets
who had made a canoe there, and he ook forty Andamanese with him.

They told him that there was a hostile tribe on Rutland Island with

whom the Aka-Béu-da did not mix, this being the first mention of this
tribe of Jarawas. The Andamanese with him knew Port Mouat and

took Mr. Homfray to the camp there, where there were about twenty '
others in possession of property taken at different times from runaways.
Some of the Naval Brigade men were with him, and, as usual, gave

trouble by plundering the encampment. Mr. Homfray very rightly
objected to this, and addressed Major Ford with a request that all arti-
cles required from the Andamanese should be purchased through him,
(Homfray), the proceeds to go to the Home Funds, |

The Andamanese in the Home were at this time beginning to make
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themselvss usefﬁl hwmv helped to get the ballast from 3. sunken
© lighter and so raise her, they diving for this purpose to a depbh of six

fathoms, ’l‘hev also brought /in bamboos and rowed boats. 3r.
Homfray used to ;.szard them for their work by the preseny of a pig.

(Except asntrémmg, it cannot be cousidered that working the

. And&manesa ‘with sonvicts, and in the same manner, was very judicis

s, During Mr, Homfray’s charge of them they were so closely

e ﬂs&ocmted with thd eonviets thiat many evil vesulis ensued which were

not discovered till ‘afber the mischief had been done past remedying.—

W g i

A party of conths had been cutting bamboos in tbe jungle during

'thls month, and affier some days, when they were going away on the

campl*etlon of their fyork, the Andamanese who bad collected near

and ywere watebing, sent away their women aud children, and then
| __took away from the qanths all the articles they reqnired, Some of

* thesame Andamanese then came to Ross, and were identificd and con-

fined by My, Homfray.
' Qthers were senf; away and told to bring back what they had stolen,

and were threatened with punishmoent if they did not do so. After
' two days they returned with some of the things and said that the re-

mainder had been taken fa.r away by Andamanese who could not ba

found. _

'Qn the other hand, another party gave ’\fIr Homfray warning re-
garding some Burmese convicts who had eseaped with five arms, and
were making eanoes in which to leave the islands.

More Anda_.manese_ from the Middle Straits, and some from the
Archipelago Islands came into the Home during the month, and at
their meeting with the members of the North and South Tribes Mr.
Howfray describes the crying as having “lasted for three days.’
Such a meeting, -called * Jeg’' by the Andamanese, neocossitated a
prolonged dance which Mr. Homfray watched, and noticed that the

guests commenced, the women taking precedence of the men; when,
_ they were tired the hosts danced in similar order; at the end of the

dance both parties and both sexes joined indiseriminately.
s

20!
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' In March, 1868, Mr. Homféray reported that theA.ndamanese were, |0

being kindly trented by all, and were losing their surprise at the novel.

tios they saw. They had learnt the value of money and used to dive
in the sea for coing, with which they atterwards bought articles, prin-
cipally - food, in thse bazasr. He oohslisidared that their craving for
tohaoco was the lever by which they could be most easily influenced,
and remarks that they have discovered the value of dogs in assisting
them while pig-hunting, and are taking care of them. | |
116 advoealod an idea which wag ':.._.bath'-_remnrkafrbl-c' and utterly
cabversive of diseipline; namely, that the Andsmanese should not kil
the runaway convicts, but should induce them to settle down with them

in the distant jungles, intermarry with them, clear land and ARt st

it, and rear a race of half-breeds. The Government of India, on hear-
ing of this proposal, nezatived it most emphatioally, bub it is a curious
fact that the Andamaness women breed better from Nutives of India’
than from the males of their own race. |

Major Ford’s Roport to the Government of India on the progress
of the Penal Settlement of Port Blair, during the year 1864-65, was
tlie first Annual Report of any importance submitted, and in it he
summarises all that had gone before. His chapter on the Abovigines is
accordingly given in full. -

¢ §ince the pressut Settlemont on Port Blair, the Aundamanese at
the first evinced apparently move decided objection o our occupé.tion
" of their shores than they did in the old days of Lientenant Blair’s
colony. Tis SBetilement was certainly more free from their attacks,
but much of this immuvity may be atiributed to his safe position.

«« Such hostility as has been evinced since our present ooeupancy
has been principally towards those who first commenced clearing and
dwelling on the mainland at “ Aberdeen '’ and ¢ Haddo,”’ from which
places they long tried to oust those convicts ; constantly annoying them
with flights of arrows, so much so that on two ar three ocoasions it was
necessar ¢ to tnrn the guns of the Guard Vessel upon the surrounding
junele, in the shelter of which they would sometimes assemble in some
hundreds, and thus frighten them off. But from this time these annoy-
anoes from the aborigines became less; when they were met wiffh,
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| they were kindly treated, and by degrees heeame better disposed to
meet, such advances. At length, friendly meetings would take place
at * North Point,”” and presents were given and exchanged. Matters
went thus fax till, on the 28th of January, 1663, one of the Naval Bri-
! ' an attempted familiavity with an Andamanese WOmnn,
provoked the anger of a man of her tribe, who deew an arrow on him,
and shot him through the body, from which he died. For this, two,
Andamanese were made prisoners and secared on Ross Island.” At
| length some intercourse was resumed, and a few men and women were
‘induced to come over to ‘¢ Ross Island > to sow the prisoners ; these
were detained in kind treatment, and accommodated in a hut built for
This intercourse was improved by the Revd. I Corbyn,
the Chaplain, who at length, on the 30th of June, 1863, took echuarge
‘of these and other vistbors in the ¢ Andaman Home.”” M, Corbyn now
frequently visited the aborigines on the mainland, and by his humane
aud persevering efforts, won rauch of their confidence and regard.
% Two Qubposts were established on the mainland coast, a sborb dis-
tance North and Soufh of Ross Island.” Here hnts wore erccted,
and provisions conveyed. for them, and it was hoped that some attempt
might be made to teach fhem to cultivate the soil; but unfortunately
ind @a, 1864, an act of violence on the part of two Andamanese ogour-
" red, who in a fit of passion shot and killed three conviets, wounding
two more with their arrows. It was necessary ab once that very seri-
ous notice should be taken of such desperate acts, and to mark this,
all intercoufse with the Andamanese was cut off for three months,

“ Not one was allowed to land on any pattof the Setblement, and all
supplies of food were withheld. At the end of this time, the abori-
sines, under Aixed rules, were again permitted to visit the Settlement;
ot first a cold reception met all, This attitude and its cause were well
understood by them, the men charged with the murderous acts dea
coribed were forbidden the Settlement, and by degrees cur good-will
was as before given to the tribe.

- «Tqn June, 1864, Mr. Corbyn resigned charge of the “ Home » and
J. N. Homfray, Esq., Assistant to the Superintendent, having volun-

teered his services to take it up, he was p’laced' in charge.
382
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| t8ince M. Ilomf’ray has had he Andama,n Homes il in hzs cate,:"'

e has establishad himself well with the aborigines nsmnﬂ us, as they

~are now permitted to go unrestrained, and their confidence in us has

largely increased. They now bring over their women and children in
their own canoes by which act, (it would appear by theiv own aocouﬂt),
they can exhibit no greater mark of trust in us,

“ Me, Homfray has acquired a consjdcmhle k nowled@e of thelr lan-
guago; he iy well acquainted now with the North and South Tribes
of *“South Andaman,” with the ¢ Rutland” and * Archipelago?’
Islanders, and their Chiefs, with whom he has much influence. = His
efforts on hehalf of them all have heen vory successful in the humans

ising effect produced on their manners, habits, and dispositions. A

ground-work so well established is encouragmg, and 111Vl1;@3 furhher:';l
endeavours for their civilisation." : R ol | i

The Chief Commissioner of British Burmal was requcstcd 'by the
Government of India, in March 1865, to report upon our relations with
the Andamanese, and to submit proposals as to our future manages=
ment of them. Tt was suggested that one or more Huropean or Eura-
sian conviets might be employed in the managsment aud-edueation
of the Andamaneso ehildren, if any could be indueed to remain in the
Settlement. Major Ford had asked for the services of an Army Schoal~
master for the Andamanese School, but he could not be spared, and,
even if he had been granted, his services would probably have been of
littlo value. The Government considored that a zealous missionary
would be the best person for this work, and were willing to aid any
such man, but added that there appeared to be little fiold at the An.
damans for missionary enterprise, and that it was improbable that such
a ‘man would come. '

In reply to this Letter, the Ohief Commissionor of British Burmah
stated, in April, 1885, thot it was of great importanes to reclaim  the
Andamanese from their present savage condition, and, by the force
of good example to gaia such influence over them as to induce them
to help shipwrecked people; but both he and Major Ford objected to
their being kept under the charge of a conviet. He also doubted the
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propriety “of any convicts being placed as orderlies or watchmon

' over thom, as was then the custom.

(It was a pity that this policy was not carried out. The disadvan-

' tages attendant on the association of conviets with the Andamanese

 was fully appreciated by hoth Oolonel Phayre, and Major Ford, and
. the former goes on to say) i——

%A Ruropean or Last Indian man and his wife should be in charge

. _of the Home, should treat the adults of both sexes kindly, and as far
a8 possible instruct the children, Bach day’s delay renders the task
" of improving these people more diffioult, for I fear they are now
oontracting bad habits. Archdeacon Pratf, on the 15th December,
1864, when visiting the Tslands, recommended that a missionary
should be appointed to instruet these people as he would probably be
the most succossful. | Under sach a régime the Chaplain might be the
. ez-officio visitor, and the Home be under the dircet authority of the
- Buperintendent, 10

« T have already recommended that a school be founded af the
Qetttloment for eonviet and free children, and 1 thought that the
charge of the Home might be combined with the daty of school-
master.”’

The CGovernment of India did not approve of this proposal and
divected that My, Homfray, who had already done sach good work
with the Andamanese, should remain in charge of the Horae.

' On the 1st April, 1865, there were only six convicts attached to
“the Andaman Home ; My, Homfray endeavoured to utilise the Anda-

' memanese in many ways, and they helped to erect their own Ilome

building, in which Major Ford would not allow them to have fires
at firsh, until they refused to live there without them.

My, Homfray at this time began to compile a voeabulary of the
KAka- Béu-da language, which, however, was never published.

In May, 1865, a steady advance in friendly relations with the
Piichikwdr and él{ar:Edlé Tribes was noticed. Mr, Homfray used
the already friendly Aka-Bda~da as intermediaries, and in a short

time Major Ford and Mr. Homfray wero able to land from the

£
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- Diwne snd visit in a fnendly manner \.he ﬂlla.aes of the above-* "
mentioned Tribes, | |

On one occasion Maia Biala, the Chlef of Rutland Iﬂland came
on board the Di+na and was at once noticed to be aupcrlor to the
other Andamanese, aud to have great influence with his tribesmen,
who soon became friendly. Major Ford remarks regardmg hany et

“ Ho is very ditferent to any Andamaness I have yebt scen. His
bearing is so different, so superior to any ‘of them, his demeanour at
all timaes quict and composed. e has a very intelligent countenance,
and lis gentleness of manner, §0 difforent from the somewhat bmster--
ousness of the Andamancse, is a8 remarkable as it is engaging,

This man similarly impressed My, Man, Major Protheroe, and
otliers who knew him, and his death during the epidemic of menslos
in April, 1877, was mueh regretteﬂ. On account of his supeuomty -
some people scem 6o have thought that he was of mixed blood, and of
Indian parentage on the father's side, but such was not the case,

During the month of June, 1865, the friendly relations with the
tribes ko the north continued, and at one time representatives from
four tribes were living together amicably in the Home, a hitherto
unknown oceurrence among the Andamanese. Mr, Homfray made
them bring in fish fox sale, and with their assistance extended the
gardens at the Jomes in the jungle, as by growing articles for sale
in them he was s able to add fo the Home Funds, and also by issuing
some as food to the Andamanese, to decrease the expeud:ture. He
was most energetie, living for days in |uno~le ﬂnca,mpments with the
Andamanese while engaged on this work, and the present Homes and
gardens at Térachdng, Baja-Jdg-da, Goép-ldka-bing, and Duraténg
wore all established by him. '

Tn his zeal he even went so far as to allow bimself to bo pamted_
and dressed in Andamanese fashion, and joined in their dances, and
‘hera is no doubt that he was really attaclied to this people personally,

and they to him,
On the 1st July, 1865, Jacko, the Chief of the Naorth Trlbe, dled of
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poncumonia. Before his death he confessed to Me. Homfray that he
and Moriarty were the two men who had killed the three conviets in
June, 1864, at the North Outpost. Lol
His funeral took place on the following day, and is thus desoribed
by Mr. Homfray = | !
“The Andamanese, espacially those of his tribe and family, felt
_ his death very much, and cried for several days after whenover thoy
' thought of him., He left two sisters, who were much attached to
' him, and were married, and they were present, and earefully attenled
on him, on his death hod. They were the chief mourners, and their
' husbands had to bury him. He died in the morning at 6 a.sr. and
was rolled up in a bhall in the same way as a child in his mother’s
womb. He swns buried Wt Perseverance Point on account of his
hrother having been buried there fovmerly; and the two sisters and
‘brothers.indaw attended to the burial. The females were much
affected at their loss and were crying bitterly while theic bhusbands
were digging the grave. 'This was about two feet deep, a little above
high water mark, and in it they placed the corpse in a half sitting
position, with his face upwards looking towards the east, o wad
kept in the ball shape as when first rolled up, and the grave was not
more than two feet square. Previous to covering him up, they took
the last farewell peep at his face, blowing gontly on his eyes and
gorehead. e was then covered over with riot more than six inches
of earth, and some stones were placed on the grave. A bundle of
‘burning faggots was placed over this, and mourning gorlands were
fixed at conspicuous parts of the shore, as gignals of an interment.
This form of faneral has invariably been carried out by all with slight
alterations, according to the dignity and respect of  the deceased.
After four months the nearest of kin goes to the grave aud fetches
away the lower jaw, which is about that time freed from the flesh;
o month after, the shoulder bone and ribs are extracted, and after six
months the skull, which is then clear of all the brain, is taken, and
slung round the neck
body has a tum in carrying it about. Should a stranger die among
them, and none of his tribe or family be present, he is eutirely

-

of the prineipal mourner. After a while, every- -
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neglected aul not a blt ca,red for, and that i 18, one of the rmsons f01
their always keeping togwther in families.’! | . | |
Mr, Homfray at the time of writing this was ewdantly umwam

that the Anc 'ama.nese also ased ¢ Platform ! ' burial, and that it was L

congidered niore honomable than mtermenh in the earth.

The follcwing notes on the customs off the Andamanesa an. gxe
tracted fromi his reports at this time :— ey :

“The mhmage ceremony is simple, yet binding on the Anaaman-
eso. A lac of sixteen engages himself 1o a girl of thirfeen -;F a
different family, with the consent of the girl’'s guardian whg 18
generally the Chief of the tribe. At their first meeting they stare at
each ofther while seated quietly by themselves. At nwht the Ohwf "
takes the newly married coupla by - their hands, and joins Jthem

together, after which {.hey retirve to the jungle for their honeymnon, ik )

and the next time they meet all the people thew is o great dance
The married. couple keep together till death. ’ : ,|

This account is meagre and mcmrucﬁ and with other remarks of
Mr. Homfray’s regarding the marriage customs of the Andatnanese
published further on, has misled several enquirers who nnturally
accepted My, Homfray’s statements as those of the best authority.

Tle remarks that ¢ in the making of their eanoes it was formerly
supposed that fire was greatly used in bummg the log out, instead of
seooping it out, but I can now clearly state that the whole of the
work is done with an adze : after picking out and fellmg a good tree
in a convenicnt place, a number of them assemble together and in
turn assist in the work, while others have to search for food. In ten
days to a fortnight the boat is launched, and when at leisure the
amusement is to finish it off to a very light condition, barely bcmg
in some parts half an ineh thick. This'is done with great care, and
it so improves the boat, that with one paddle she is able to move
about at a good pace. They always hallast the canoe with a few
atones, otherwise it is likely to turn over, as she has no bearings, and
is not opened out as are the Burmese cances. A good sized boat
could carry twenty Andamanese at a time. Of the canoes about here,
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~ none have outriggers or Sﬂilii, but _I'Bileie*we those among the islands
o %:;he-nor-nhl!;&ve hhem,:anﬂ} are better and larger ones.” i
_ (On the contrary, the canges of the northern tribes are smailer, and
0o/ so safe ox commodious, | The Andamnanese do mot use sails in
Hale nanloas. a7 P : |
Tu Angust, 1865, Mr. Homfray took an Andamanese man and his
"I‘fifes and somo ehildren, ﬁ‘.jr""Oalcut.ta with him. During his absenoe
t1i6 following instance of hospitality on the part of the Andamanese
‘gocurred, Prisoner Petersen, with a Parawallah of the Homes, wont
i the jungle for fibre for the use of the Flomes, and landed on the
mainland west of Chatham. They were met by a large number of
'An'(l_’gimanese, who received them in a most friendly manner, gave
them a feast of roasted iguana, shell-fish, and water, and on lcaving
gave t_h'a_m jungle pigs, and a large fish, assisted them to procure what
they gg;q;t.;ired, and accompanied them to their boat.

i

" On Mx. Homfray’s return the Andamanese crowded in to meet
‘him, and were much excited at the accounts of Caleutta given by
‘those who had been there. |

On the Tth August, 1805, the Chief Commissioner of British
Brrmali, ﬁrhen writing abont the Andamanese to the Government of
India, states that they had acquired great confidence in visiting the
Settlement. My, Homfray’s plan of teaching fhem to plant coconuts
and to wait; for bhéir'gradual growth had been partially successfnl

and of course snch maftters can only be gradually taught. (The
garden of coconuts at Téraching was planted at this time,) The

Ohief Commissioner did not approve of the Superintendent of Fort
Blair grauting convicts to the Andaman Home in order to teach the
Andamanese how to cultivate, and thought that Mr. Homfray counld
not do better than by going on as he was then working.

The attempt fo teach the Andamanese cultivation has never been
snocecsiul, and as the Chief Commissioner suggested, had better have
peen left alone from the beginning, so far as associating convicts with,
{he Andamanese for that purpose was concerned ; buf in January,
1866, he wrote to Major Ford that, if the Andamanese could be taught
agriculture, it would be very desirable. He suggested that Major

i o
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Ford should give them a plot of ground and test them by saying ¢ -w?'_e'
will give you no, plavtains, but those you grow in the garden may be
yores Oy i gl

On the 24th Ootober, 1865, Major Ford, when writing to the
Government to ask for a station steamer to be permanently stationed
at Port Biair, urges the necessity of guarding shipwrecked crews, and
adds that Malay pirvatical orvaft, heavily armed and manned, hang
about the Andaman Islands, evidently for mo good purpose as they
have false papers, ' , T

e states 1~ [ learn from the Andamanese, who always evince
alarm ab the approach of such eraft, that if is on board such as these
that their countrymen are kidnapped away 0 Atcheen, Siam, and
slsowhere, The Andamanese assert these practices still exist. *

I November, 1865, Mr. Homfray, with the view apparently of
obtaining a larger grant for the Homes, more land, and a larger staff
of convicts to work on it, reported that he thought he was losing
grovnd with the Andamanese. He considered that this was because
he could not give them enough presents, and urged that they were
botter treated in Mr. Corbyn’s time, in this respect, as there ‘was then
an allowance of B200 per mensem to feed only forty of thew ; the
Settlement gardens were then flourishing, 200 conviet gardeners
being employed in them, and many fruits could be spared to be given
to the Andamanese who, therefore, got for nothing what they now
~ had to buy from the’ self-supporters, The convict est&blishment at
the Homes in Mr. Corbyn’s time was forty men, and with this staft
cows and pigs could be kept, and by their sale a profit made which
s oredited to the Home Fund. After enumerating many other
privileges which M. Corbyn had enjoyed, he begged for the same, or,
if not allowed to have them, asked fo be permitted to close fhe
Tomes, a5 he stated the Andamanese on Ross Island got nothing but
vice to eat, and, cn account of this poor diet, he thought four of them
sdied, and the rest were discontended and uneasy. There was no
special reason for this complaint, and Major Ford took little notice of
it, merely telling Mr. Homfray to go on as he was going, and thal hLe
was doing very well (as indeed he was).
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During the yenr he had been'in charge, no rows had oceurred, and
he had taught the Andamanese to work for us, and encouraged. them
by gifts of adzes, ete., to use our tools in making their canoes.

My, Corbyn was still in the Settlement at this fime (not leaving

it till early in 1866, when, after an interval, he was succeeded, on

the 8rd November 1866, by the Revd. T. F. L. Warneford), and
M. Homfray experienced some difficulty in keeping on good terns
with him owing to his continued interference with the Andamancse,
On one oceasion he objected to Mr. Conbyn taking away their 'goods,
particularly a large canoe, which Mr. Corbyn said he bad hought, for
o knife! Similar complaints were made against Captain Laughton,
the Bxeoutive Commissariat Officer, and the matter had 't_\o be
reported to the Superintendent, as Mr. Ilomfray thought the Andas
manese would begin to give trouble again, if looted in fhis manner.

Tn January, 1866, Mr. Homfray commented on the wandering

ways of the Andamanese, and hoped to get them to seitle down to

agriculture, He also noted their former distrust, timidity, and
treachery, and was doubtful about the possibility of their conversion
to Christianity, as he said they had no word for, or conception of, an
Almighty, do not think about him, and would not ears to know of
one : *There are many other things to teach them before all this, "’
He adds — r..

¢ The Anldam-aiiﬂa_sﬁq will never ba able, without our help,’ to clear,
cultivate, and build houses, and for the first two years we should
help them to start, with eonvict labour, in four different spots in the
jungle mear some creek where they generally encanp, Dy care and
kinduess their fancy might be drawn to the scheme, and no provoca-
tion or compulsion should be used. Pevsons shou'd not be allowed
to visit their bomes and deprive them of their goods. The Andar
manese resent this, which is the reason of their hidiag their goods in

the jungle.” | !
He also gave the want of food and insecurity of properby as the

reasons for their nomadic habits.
The uncleanly habits of the Andamanese might have been

’in,té!uded as another reason for their nomadism. To athempt to
882
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chonge such a people mto an agrwultuml raé‘a by a more order and
a litile assistonce in the buﬂdmg of houses, was absurd. Genera- .'

tions would haye to pass before, with the greatest care, the change | '

could be effected, if indeed it could be done at all. Many similar

attempts were made in after years, but were finally abandoned, owéjjg e
to the rapidly approaching extinction of the race. The above is an
interesting instance of the attempts so nniversally made by the
ﬁ,nohsh-qpeakmg peoples to fit other races into their narrow and
often. unsuitable customs.  In 1887, a very dlstlngmshed ofﬁc,er,
who, many years before had been connected officially with the
Andamans, asked me whether the Andamanese had settled down, and
taken to agriculture. I told him that I had abandoned all efforts
in that divection, for I could not see that they would confer any
henefit on the savages, or were likely to yield the desired result. His
answer was ©“ they should have been made to do it | **

T Yebruary, 1866, a man of the Akar-Bdlé Tr 11)0 was brought to
the Home for the first time. These people have since always proved
very friendly towards us, and are among the best natumd of the
Andamanese. :
At this time the so called South Tribe were living at Béroinj-
(tudar, and the North Tribe were at Lekera-Barnga, and representa-
tives of both these Septs were living at the Home on Ross Island.

Tywo men, * Daura ” of the South Tribe (called Jim,) and ** Punga *
of the North Tribe (called Jumbo) had a fight near the Ross Island
jetty about some pork which the latter would not give up to the
former. Jim shot Jumbo in the stomach, killing him, and then
swam across to Aberdeen, and fled into the jungle. Jumbo was
buried by Mr. Homfray and the Andamanese at the Home, at
Aberdeen.

Jim bad witnessed the hanging of two convicts for murder, and
was well aware that the punishment for murder was death, so Mr.
Homfray recommended that he should be hanged as an example, to
teach the others to govern their tempers and not murder people' for
trifles, admitting at the same time that the Andamanese are very
guick tempered, He pointed out, as a curious fact, that, of the



