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CHAPTER II.

| 'l‘he Andaananesa—-—'['hew dwmon inko Trxibes<-The gub-division of the Trilies into

Septa—Their division into Ar-yaato and Erem-1ga— -Desoription of the Avwyaito

“and Llam-i;aqa--Physxml ‘characteristies of the Andamanese-— Digeases of the

y Antiamanequ_lntelhgcma of the Andamanese— latbooing—Namow~—N icknamog--
Flower Names~Marriage-—Medicineg~~Motions, etc.~~Hubitations——CGovernment
—-Language—~Initistory ceromouzeﬂm—Murxmga--ﬁurm;l ~=Customs ab moeting and

0 parbing—-Fires-—Religion, traditions, and aupeluhtlons«-Antnn-;JP;mew.. Tradg—
i Sporfr-»-Gunoes-wGookmg--Weaponﬁ, utensils, a.ua ornaments— A musements.

: I’l‘ will be convemenb, forthe proper appreciation of the accounts of
 the Andamanese by various tmvellers which follow, that & brief gene-

- ral deseription of the peolnl(,, thmr mode of life, customs, and supersti-
i -tums, should be here given,
The Andamanese : are dlvided into twelve Trlbes, and these Tribes are
grouped. into three divisions. -
1st.—The North Andaman Group of Tribes, comprising :~—
Tha Ohér‘ié,r Tribe, inhabiti ing the coast of the northern
half of the North Andaman, and the adjacent islands.
The Jéru Tribe, inhabiting the interior, and the southern
half of the coast of the North Andaman, and the
northern extremity of the Middle Andaman,

The Kédé 'Tribe, inhabifing the northern half of the
Middle Anda.ma,n, and Interview Island,

The tribes composing this Group use the same how, the Chékm; ’
make comparatively small arrows, have similar ornaments, the same
system of tattooing, and their languages are closely allied, They
inhabit the country from Landfall Island fo a line drawn through the
Middle Andaman, from Flat Island on the West coast, to Amﬁ: 15- Téd

on the East coast,
@nd.—The South Andaman Group of Tribes, comprising ;-
The Aka-Béa-da Tribe, who inhabit the coast of Rutland
Island ; the coast, and part of the Aintevior of the
South Andaman, south of a line‘d.rgwn from Port Mouat
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to Port Blair; Termugli and the other islands of the
Labyrinth G“oup 5 'the coast, and most of the interior,
of the remainivg portion of the South Andaman ; Bluff

and Spike Islands ; and the Wost const of tho Middle )

“Andaman up to Flap Island. .
The Skav- Bdld Tribe, who inhabit the Amhlpelago Tofandai
The Buickikwar Tribe, who inhabit all the country between
Middlo Strait and Homfray Strait, including Colebrooke,
Passagae, and Strait Islands ; and the Northern bank
of Homfray Strait for a short distance inland. |
‘The AnkansJawoi Tribe, who inhabit most of the interior
of the Southern half of the Middle Andaman, |
The Kol Tribe, who inhabit the coast, aul adjacent islands,
and part of the interior, of the N iddle And'lman,-
between Amit 1= Téd and Parldb, ! |

The Tribes composing this Cnoup use the same bow, Lhe % Ka.rama,
make similar large arrows, have the same kind of orna.ments, the same i
system. of tattoomo;, and their languages are closely nllied. The:;r
inhabit that portion of the Middle Andaman. South of a line drawn '
from Elat Island on the West coast to Amit-14-Téd on the Eost coast |
Bératén Tsland ; mosts of the South Andaman ; the adjacent Islands
to, and including, Rutland Island ; and the A.rc]upelago Isla.nds

3rd,—The Ongé Group of Tribes, comprising :—— |
The Ongés, who inhabit ih«, Whale of the thile Andaman
Island. |
The people in the interior of Rutland Island
The Tribe in the interior of the South Anda.man
The 'Lribe on the North Sentinel Island.

The Tribes composing this Group have similar ornaments and uten-
sils; use a kind of how differing entirely from both the ¢ Chékio ** and
“ Karama;" make a different pattern of canoe ; do zwb tattoo them-
selves 3 and bave allied dlaleei,a. |

Some of these Tribes sre also sub~d1v1ded mto Septs, each Elept.
having a separate Headman, but all speaking the same language.
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o The Ak& Béﬂi-da Tribe is sub»adwlded into seven Sapta et il

. 1st.~—The people inhabiting Rutland ¥sland, the South and West
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. coast of the South Andaman up to Port Mouat, and tho' i

Southern islands of the Lahyrinth Group,
2nd.~-The people inhabiting the Northern islands of thei

. Labyrinth Growp, and the West coast of the South

Andaman from Port Mouat to Port Camphell.
.Srd —-J.[‘he people inhabiting the West coast from Port Campbell
to 8pike Island.
4th.~The people inhabiting the Wcsb coast of the Middle
| Andaman from S8pike Island to Flat Tsland. (These
il _are move closely allied to the Prichikwér Tribe.)
; _ﬁtk —The people inhabiting the East coast of the South Anda-

~man from Chiriya. Tdpu to Port Blair, including the |

~ Southern half of that Harbour.
6’!7:.--5[‘11& people inhabiting the Northern half of Port Blair
Harbour, the inferior of the Eastern side of the South
Andaman, and the Hast coast of the South Andaman
up to Lekera-Béirngs,
 7the~The people inhabiting the Hast coast of the South Anda-
man from Lekera-Barnga to the Middle Strait.

The AkaI-Bdlé are sub-divided into the North and South Archi-

pelago Tribes, who speak different dialec 18 the divigion being between
Havelock and Lawrence Islands. |

The Pichikwar Tribe is sub-divided info :—
1st.—~The people living between Middle Strait and the North
end of Colebrooke Island,

9nd.—~The people living on both banks of the West end of
Homfray Birait,

3rd.—~The people living on. both banks of the Bast end oi Hom-

fray Strait. (These, in language and customs, much
resemable the Kol Trihe.)

d¢h.—The peopls living in the interior of the Middle Andsman:

North of Homfray Strait,
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The Aukaw-Jiwo: and Kol Tribes have no real sub divisions.
The Kédé Tribe is sub- dmd ed into three Septs : —

1&23«--’[‘119 people mlmb]tmg the Hastern sido of the Mldcﬂe Anda-
man, whose language differs shgntly from that of the
other Septs

2ud. ~—The people lmng on the West and North-weat oi the

(0 Middle Andaman.
8rd,—The people on Interview and North RﬁPf Isla.nds

The Jéru Tribe is snb-divided into five Septs
1s¢.—The people on the South side of Stewart’s Sound.,
2nd.-—The people on the North side of Stewart’s Sound, |
3rd.—The people on the Bast coast of the North Andaman, |
4ih.~The people in the interior of the Southern part of the
North Andaman.
&tho—The people on the West coast of the North A ndaman

The Chéridr Tribe is sub-divided into four Sopts—

Ist.—-The people in and around Port Cornwallis.

2ud ~~The people in and around Cadell Bay.

Brd. ---The people on Landfall and the adjacent islands.
4th.—The people on the North-west coast of the North Andaman.

The sub-divisions of the Ongé Tribe on the Little An daman are not
thoroughly known as yet, but appear to be——

1gt . ~~The people on the North coast, from Bumila lreek to
Kuai-Echékwada.

2nd.—The people on the North-east coast, from Kuab]ﬁ;chokwada
to Titaijé.

drd.—The people on the Bast eoast, from Tlf-d.l]é 1o '1omyugédsi.
4th —The people in Daogulé Bay. |
&th. —The people in Hut Bay, and down to Toibalo wé.

6tk —The people on the South, consts

7t ~The poople on the South-west coast, up to Api Tsland.
 8th.—The people from Api Island to Ndchugs,

| 9¢h.~—The people from Jackson Creek to Tékyni,

| 10th—The Pélalinkié peopie |
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Thera may ha other SBPfJS in the interior of Whem we.

' differ eonsiderably from those of the paople on the. Great Anda.m'm,
and the huts on the former Island are large and permanent head~
quarter stations, so that each of these may bé'&conszdered the head-
. quarters of a Sept,

" The North Sentmel Islfmd p(xJple are one Tribe without stb-divi-
snons, but we know little of thom, and they appear to be a recent
offshoot from the Ongés.

The Jarawa tribe on Ruatland Tsland are one Tribe, and, so far as
we know, have no sub-divisions.
. The Jarawa tribe in the interior of the § South Andaman ave one
Tnbe, bub appear to have at least three sub- divisions, of the details of
whmh we are 1gnorant

The Anda,manese are also d1v1ded, zrrespectwe of Tribal divisions,
Cinto the ¢ Ar-yaato  or Goast dwellers,” and the * Erem-tiga
cor “ Jungle-dwellers.”” i |

(These nawmes of course vary in the different Izmw guages, but the
“meaning in all is the same, and the above words of the Aka-Béa-da
language will be used, for convenience sake, when 1'efermng to all the
tribes.) '

Many tribes conialn members of both these divisions,

In the South Andaman Group of Tribes, those Aka-Béa-da living |

{0 | i between Port Dlair Harbour and Middle Strait, in the interior

of the South Avdaman, are Erem-té.ga,. The remainder of the
Tribe are Ar-quc‘o. Nl

All the Akar-Balé are Ar-yanto.

Those Plichikwér living in the interior of the Middle Anuaman,
North of Homfrav Stralt, arqx Hrem-tdga. The remainder are
Ax-yaito. -

Almost all the Aukin-Jawos are Erem-tdga,

A1l the Kol are Ar-yaidto.

The K&dé Tribe is composed, of both Ar-yiato and firem-tdga,

according as they dyell on the eoast or inland, the only Erem-
) i

nothmg at present. The onstoms of the people on the Little Andaﬁiﬁn
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t4ga, however, being the people fn the intorior of tho) Noetha k0 o T

ern half of the Middle Apdaman.

The Jéru Eribe iy composed of both Ay=yaito and Krem#dga, oub
principally of the latter, the only Ar-yaato Dbeing those people
Niving n Stewart’s Sound and on the West coast of the South-
exn paitt of the North Andaman. P s R
The Charidr Tribe is somposed of Ar-yiito only, Al
The Ongos no doubt have similar divisions, but at present we are
only avquainted with what we may call the Axv-ydaauto. :
"he North Sentinel Tribe are Hrem-tdgn by nature, and
- Ar-yaito by foree of circumstances ; (iurl-ee&, comparing all
the Tribes of the Ongé Group with the real Ar-gaato of the
Great Andaman, this may be said of all of them.) fi
The Jirawa Tribes on Rutland Island, and in the interior of the
South Andaman, are Krem-tdga. | K

The principal differences between Ar-yaito and ﬁrem-taiga; é.-faF

The former residing chiefly on the coast, and  obtaining their |

food principally from the sea, aro more oxpert at swimming and
diying, fish shooting, efe,, have a better knowledge of fishes and.
marine life, and are hardier and braver than the Erem-téza. '

These latter are more expert at tracking, or finding their way
through the jungle, at piz hunting, etc., have a better knowledge of
the Fauna and Flora of the Andamans, but are timid and more
cunning, W ' e |

They are unable to harpoon twtle and dugong, and thus, while
the Ar-yaite can do all that the frem-tdza oan do, though often not
so well, in addition fo his own peeuliazr accomplishments, the Hrem-
t4ga is ignorant of moch Which the Kr-ydato knows, The two divi-
‘sions are allowed to inter-marry. ; ' i v e

Fights take place hetween sub-divisions of. the same Tribe, and
Letween Aryaato and fivem-téga, who do not mix much. |

"The Andamanese are on f;‘ie,ndly relgtibns with each other as
follow: === s e b '
Most frie ndly within their families. @“
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f' On terms of eourtesy with the members of other Tnbes of Hle UARNAR ._fj_ e
same. Gmup, if known, _ A B

HOStLlG to the Tribes within thelr own Grnup whom thpv do not;-'
know, and to all other Andamanesa, and to all Steanders, _ s

ol An Andam&nesu belonas to a Tribe, and is also Ar-yaile or F‘rem.- | i
taga., Ty descont, A child of one Tribe may become a member of 4
'-'a.Imther by adoptmn, and occasionally the child of an Erem-t fga T

m&y b brought up an M«yamo, but an Ar-g/am‘o never becomaes an" _

-Erem-tﬁga, the former despmm;g the latter. | - Rl

J_-'Tha avera:ge helght of an Andamanese man is 4 feet, 10« inolies. |k

'Thﬁ average height of an Andamanese woman is 4 feet, 6 inches, 8 ’

| "';.J--.-wemge boéhly temper&tura of an Andamaneae man is 99" i L

The av*eraﬂ'e bedlly tempemture of an Andzz,manese woman is i
‘.}"‘5’ ]Eahrenhelt. e | i R
Rl ) Tha average numbcr of pulse beats per minute of an Andamanese G
TR ’l‘he awmge number of pulqe heats per ninute of an Andamanese | Lt A
S N _-waman is 93| it - |
o The a,verage number of respirations per minute of a man is 19,
. 'The average number of respirations per minute of a woman is 16.
The brea.thmg i5, in most cases, abdominal or upper a.bdommal ,
The women show sca.rcely any mdmaiaon of t;helr breathmg, thouoh_'
the men show it well, | | N
The average welght of an Anda,mnese man is 96 bs., 10 07
Phe average weight of 4 woman is 87 ths, i
) 1t +will he seen from the above that the bodllv tempemture of the
Andamanese, though very near that of the Aryan family, has a slight,
' tendency to Tisc above the normal of that family, and 1t 13'
_ uncertain what is the reason for this hlgher reading:. 4
Apparently, there is no marked fever or other disaase preaeni}, as'-

i -thel‘e are absnlutely no Sigﬂs or sympioms of an abﬂormal con dztmh,

e
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nor do the Andamanese themselves ]?Bcognlﬁg a,ﬁy dl(ference m t]ns i
respect.  As their food is larg'ely carbonaceons, their dief may be tha'- Ei AT

cause, or possibly from always living in 5 malarious country them

may be a slight masked fever extending over/some weeks in durationto

which the Andamanese are so aacustomr:;d that they fail to notice it, _
There is no doubt that they frequently sulfer from a degres or two of

masked fever much as street boys in Hn gland appear to have a slight
running cold, and this has so little mﬂuenee on their actions and

reneral appearance that they state they sre perfeotly well when their

temperature is over 100° Hahrenheit. '.Dh'q feverishness is generally
traceable to chills, and there is little or no- splonie disease.

They dislike and fear cold very much, ‘and do not hear it well

sensitivoly, but when taken to an Indian climate which was much

colder than their own, though inconvenienced they were not injured
in any way, and iadeed improved in general health.

They bear the heat of the sun well, but complain  somefimes, get
bad headaches, sun fever, ete. They o stark naked, and with no
covering on their heads, at midday, on sea or land, i in the hottest-
weather, not however from choice during nhe middle of the day, as

they do mot court the exposure unnecessam]} Sometimes they hold

a leaf umbrella over their heads if out in a eanoe in a wery ‘hot stn.
The fact, however, of their knowing that they bad to undergo this
exposure would not deter them from any journey, ete., while the fear
of & similar exposure to cold would certainly deter them,

They do not hear thn‘st at all well, and hunger 'leost equally
badly.

They are accustomed to gratify both the moment they feel the
sensation, and not being used to privations canuot endure them.

They, for similar reasons, cannot ordinarily endure for more than,

_twenty-four hours without sleep, though they have been known on

the ocoasions of big dances to go for four days and nights almost
entively without sleep, becoming much exhausted afterwards,

The voices of the Andamanese, though in a few marked cases deep
and hoarse, are ordinarily of a pleasant medium quality and rather
qousical, Their breath is ordinarily sweet, and there is no smell from
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the healthy bod.les ot‘ the youuger Andamanew Any oi’f:‘:nﬁ'ifr‘é"éﬁiéll )
there might be, would comg¢. from tho dirt on them, aok from e
seoretions of the body. People with decayed teath and tissues have
foul smelling breaths and bodies, and the scorbutic taint may account,

for much of this as there is a good deal of a mild form of sourvy '

among them, probably due to the absence at cerfain times of the year
of vegetable food, or to chills. |

They are by natave ¢ far-sighted,” and any apparent ° near-
sightedness ” is due to leucoma or other disease dimming the sight
and causing them to study the ar tzole looked at muuh eloser, for dis«
tinctness’ sake, than is usual.

In appearance, when not smearved over with red and white pigs
ments, the Andamanese men, aud the young women, are not unplens-
ing, some indeed are dwtwctly good-looking and have fine, well-shaped
noses, thin lips, small mouths, even white testh, bright sparkling
eyes, and very well shapad figures. The old people often become
hideous. | ‘ |

With the Andamanese sexual desu‘e genemﬂy commences at about
15 years of age in the men, and as their love for sport is greater than
their passions, these are not gratified to any great extent until aftor
marriage, which rarely takes place before the man is 26. Probably,

for this reason, the Andamanese men keep a boyish appearance antil

they are about 80, and age very little till after 40.

From 24 to 83 an Andamanese man seaveely altors in appearance,
though their figures, the sheen of their skin, and the delicacy of their
foatures, are best seen at the former age, for as they grow older the
skin becomes more coarse, and the figure * wall-sided;”” the eyes
too, which are very clear in youth, become dulled in after life. The
teeth also become worn and discoloured with age, though little caries
isseen, The teeth of the Ongés, however, are uneven, and discoloured,
and some suppose that this tribe have hereditary syphilis from some
distant period, though possibly scurvy, ov the water they drink, may
have something to do with it. Elephantiasis only oceurs on the
Little Andaman. The Andamanese vary in colour from an intense

chareoal black all over, which is most common in the South Andgman .
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Groap of ’I‘mbes, to black mth mddlsh brown on the colhr lmnes,{.--
cheek bones, and. other points of bhe body , and, a,mong' the Ongés,
swen o light reddish-brown on paxta of the face. = L
The\black picment occa,mondlly loaves their ﬁngera amd hl‘pg, gwma--
these a peﬁulmr pichald appearance, and this lasts till dbath ‘the pig-

ment never reburning, The cause is unknown, there i is no remedy for_' A

it, and no notice is taken of it by the And&mauese _ |

The oo‘our of their hair varies from 800ty blaok to dau'k brown, it
old gold, 1‘9(1 and light browx, eqpaclally as 1% i mcre*mses in lengﬁh I
Though these, however, may he the colours of individual hzvrs, the
general appearance is sooby blark or yellowish-brown, |

The differcnt Tribes vary in their mode of wearing their hair ; some,
chiefly in the South Andaman G'rroup, shaving the head elean; man y
of the people throuahout the Great Andaaman let their hair grow in
long matted ringlets i1l it bouches their shoulders ; the *ﬂra,was often '
grow a mop of hair like a Papuan, and the Ongés keep thtm hair cut
very short. |

Bxeessivo hairiness of the body NAVer 0Ceurs, Total absence of
hair is equally unkoown, but in all eases the hair, except on the head,

“is very scanty, Some men have a tiny heard and moustache, of which

they are very proud, and the fact of such men being spoken of as

S hg e shows how rare the .&ndamanese conmdnr this adomment' |

to be. -
There is a little haur on the pubes, aml this, like fhe beard and

moustache, is not shaved, The eyebrows, which are small, are often
shaved off, for no particular reason except that they are not conmdered |
to be ornamental, There is a little hair under the a,mlla, and some-
times a trace on the arms and legs. i
The ocily seeretion is abundant, and the skin is smooth and satmy
where not tattooed. |
The colour of the skin is usually the colour of black lend in the
parts e:;posed to the air, and reddish or yellowish-brown under the
axilla, The lips and the nogtrils are black, and the soles of the feat:
brownish-yellow, In a few oases the skin on the cheek bhones, and
f\ther prominent points of the J.’ace and body. is reddtsh brown. A

i
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| -p'zteh ot‘ black Bkm kept free from the ltght tor years, as m ﬁla.zgase. Y il
of the skin of the head covered with a thick mat of hair, does not_ U

become lighter in colour. _

" The eyes are, as a rule, dark brown in eolour, llqmd and cle&r, or
somefimes very dack brown, dull, and with a ring of black round the
iris. . They are promment and have the outer aurrlea very slwhﬂy
elevated.

_ The mouth is l'm*ge, the hard palate very a.rched, and pigmented
in patches. j

There are very few cases of natural deformities, and the only artifi-
cial deformlty is the mark across the skall eaused by the strap nsed in
carrying loads. This is most marked in the women, who carry big
bundles of firewood, ete., and, as they commence to do this at' about
the age of six, it causes not only a mark on the skin and flesh, but

also an actual depression in the skull. This is most marked smong

the Ongés. No parts of the body are piereed, injured, or deiormad
intentionally for the wearing of ornaments or for any other purpose,
~ Monorehids are found, and also cases of atrophxed testicles,
The duration of life among the Andamanese is about sixty years,
and cases of people attaining to abouf sixty-five are known.

 Congenital idiocy is rave, and little notice:is taken of it, The

only form of insanity known is homicidal mania, which is also rare,

The subjects commence by eating raw flesh, earth, and such unnatural

- things, After they commit a murder they eat the raw fat and drink

the blood of the vietim. These men a,ra much dreaded for a time by

the others, but end by being killed in revenge for some murder th_ey
have committed, ? -

Epidemics and endemics are absent from the Andaman Tslands,

 unless malarial fevers be classed as tha }A,tter. Tho grea.i;esb number
of cases-of these fovers oceur about June, at the commencement of
' the South-west Monsoon, and also daring the heavy bursts of rain
in this Monsoon, the causes heing thy reduotion of temperature, and
the humid atmosphere. The drying up of the soil at the end of the
Rains is alho considered to be unhealthy.
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The diseases @3[" the Andamanese zmcl of the nnmlwra,nt £ac0s are HicH

the same.  The inost prevalent diseases are :=—
Malarial fovers, of which the Intermittent form, 'beinir 91 per
cent, of the whele, is the mqst common. In this group, 84 cases
per 1,000 are fata/, the deaths being due to the Remlttenf' 2 1

"The proportion of chest diseasss, though not so large as that of
Milarial fevers, is considerable, being to the latter as 9 dslitel 7. Thee

cases are, howevel, wore fatal. During certain years, when the

wind is exeeptionally high and thy rainfall Tess than, usual, these
diseases are pargicularly deadly, death being generally due to Pneu-

monia, always a most fatal disease to the Aundamanese, the virulent
epidomic form of which has probably been introduced since 1858.
Chronic Bronchitis is responsible for the high sick-rate of tius group
(60 per cent.), but deaths from it are not common. *

The fatal cases of this group ave 10} per 1,000, of which Pneu-
monia is 90 per cent. of the whole. Y

Pleurisy, Hwnioptysis, and Phthisis  are comparatlvely rara, but
there is a general tendency to Bronchial atarrh, | |

Abdominal diseases are not common, thore being a Very sm&ll

percentage of theni, but are very fatal, Diarrheea is the most com.. |

mon and causes the most deaths, there being 112 per 1,000,

‘When in health their stools are regular, mchmno to looseneqs,.

similar to those of animals in good health, They liave abundant perspi-
ra tlon which is only unpleasant smelling in certain individual cases.
hero is a great deal of Dyspepsia, and (olic is common.
N Typhoid or Typhus fevers are known, uhough the Andamanese
will drink water of the filthiest appearance. '

Diseases of the brain and spinal cord are ra,rd, though oceasional
cases of curvature of the spine are met with,

Sunstroke is known to, and dreaded by Lhe Andamanese, a8 eases

ol it are always fatal. .
Rheumatic affections are common among the older Andamanese
. often causing complete loss of use, and ihq withering away of a limh_
1% is of the muscular variety. /Tgien
Cmqu_nctwms is rather common, e;s.is- also Leucoma.

|
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Ulcers, genemlly the result ot wounds, are common, and a,re vew "

slow to heal.

Thero is a great doal of exfolmted Dermatitis, either auorhutm ox |

due to exposure, sometimes resulting in the destraction of th«a ﬁngm i

and toe nails: .
Ringworm is the only other skin disease knnwn LY
There is no limited baldness, but temaporary general baldness fmm

disesse is known. In these eases the hair is always weale alterwards.

The Andamanese readily suceumb to a severe injury or disease, buf,
though they seem to have little vital power, they pick up wonderfully;
quickly after illness,

- They have a. tendf,ncy to Prognathism, which, however, is only
strongly marked in a few instances, and in many cases absolute
Orthognathism is meb with,

The intellect of the Andam rmese youth, and his capacity for grasp-
ing matters eafirely fowlgn to his natural state, is considerable,
and T have noticed that this special inteliigence (as distinct from
hunting ability, ete., whicli is of the savage order) is usually acoom-
panied by refined features (especnally the nose and mouth), also by
an irritable temper, indicative of the nervous temperament.

This intelligenoce, and the tractability and usefulness of the Anda-
manese men, becomes less (as regards subjects foreign to their origi-
nal savage lifo only) after they pass forty yeavs of age. They then
become more savage and guarrelsome in disposition. g

They are gentle and pleasant to each other, and kind fo echildren,
but, having no legal or other restraint on their passions, are easily
roused to anger, when they commit muraer. They are cerfainly oruel,
and are jealous, treacherous, and vindictive ; they have short memories
for either good or evil, are quick tempered, and have little or no idea
of gratitude. They are affectionate to their wives, and their worst
qualities are kopt for strangers. T have often likened fhem to *i inglish
country schoolboys of the labouring classes, with the passwnsn of the

mature savage.

They are bright and merry companions, sticking fto nothmg for

long, always busy in their own pursuits, keen qpurtsman, and very.
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independents  Their actmns are. gaverned by ideas af promess in the__
chase, ete., and not being maturally of a very Justful nafure, sexual
passion does not enter largely into fheir lives. They are proud of
having children and anxious to. get them;, bug theu' passions are purely
animal, aud -never bestial as i ﬁhe case with mm*a hxghly civilised

racese " BRI LT

f " The mtuﬂzge‘rxce of the women, alt;hough no{: ganefai]y equal to
el ﬂnat of the men, is fair,  The old women among the Andamanese are i

olten very capable and much respected, they live on an average to a
groater age than the men, and, when aged, keep exoqnllent health and

vhe full use of their faculties, They do not beoome peevish and

quorulous in old age, but retain the brl,,ht and nierry nature of theiy
youth, |

They are considered to be beings subordinate to the men, and the
wives are practioally slaves to their husbands for whom they have to

perform all the derudgery.  They acquiesce in this, and kesp together

in parties of their own sex; the fact of their inferiority, however,
being once recognised, they have a good deal of influence and are
under no restrictions. ' :

Allowing for the acutencss gained ‘ny prachce and necessaty, the
- sight of the Andamanese does not appear to be superior to that of an
ordinary European, who, if he passed through the same training,

would see as well as they do: I have theard astomshmc,nt exprosyod
at the way in which they will aceurately name another Andamanese
who may be at a considerable distance, but it should he rememberod

that they distinguish by gait, ete., as we do, and moreover they know

whom they expect to see in a partioular place, and are therefore on

the look-out, I have seen them, when not thus prepared, make many

mistakes, while a Huropean standing by them gave acem'&tely bhe
nowmes of the persons seen. :

~ They do not eare for our scents, or for the smell of flowers, nor ‘da

they decorate themselves with them, like the South Sea Islanders. They
‘do not distinguish individuals in the dark by smell, and their sense of
smell does not appear to be particularly keen, I"1res oan be smelt a}
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a distance of two miles certainly, but much depends on the direction =

~and force of the wind, the nature of the wood fuel (some hemo- h1ghly'” G
and objectionably vdoriterous), also whother turile fat " or v
at,rong smelling things are burping, They ecan smell a fire: fapther
than a Buropean can bocause they are on the look-out for such things

(as they can hear the sound of a dance at some distant encampment)
and consequently their senses in those particular matters ave rhore

' highly traiued and developed than ours, but I do not think that

~ naturally their senses are any keener than those of any other race.

The last point to- be noticed in the personal description of the
Andamanecse is their modes of tattooing, or rather scarifying them-
selvos, _ !

The Tribes of the South Andaraan Group cuf their bodies with
small flakes of quartz or glass in patterns of zig-zags or straight lines
running up and down the body or limb, Each cut is about a quarter
. of an ingh in length, and is merely superficial, To make a pattern of
* straight lines, a line of cuts is made, the incisions heing end to end

~and about »n eighth of an inch anart, Another line parallel to these,
and about an eignth of an inch distant, is tnen wouy, swd twelve or

fourteen of such lines would make tho pattern. In the zig-zag puves...
only two lines are made, the cuts being incised at obtuse angles to
_each other, and thus forming something like our ¢ dog-tooth *’ pattern.
The making of the patterns depends upon the individual taste of the
woman cutting them, but the face and ears, genitals, arm and knee
pits are not cut. The first cutting is made from the navel to the
pubes, and the “dog-tooth ?’ patterns are often cut on either side of
a line drawn from the sternal notch to the navel, thus rounding
off the remainder of the tattooing, and 'imitating as it were the
edges of an open waistcoat, Women are tattooed in the same way as
men. _

The North Andaman Group of Tribes have a different system of
tattooing. The cuts with them are made by the men with the head
of & pig-arrow, and are severe and deep, They are made across the

body ox Limh, and are not placed end to end but parallel to each oﬂ_‘m._'i__:

3
it

i
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They are about an inch in length a,nd h&lf an inch apart, and as

rule thres lines of cuts are made, one in tho centre of the back {rom'
the nape of the neck to the buttocks, and one on etther side of this
from rcach shoulder to half way down the buttocks. These lines are
'bou., threa inches apart. 000&&10]_1&11} four or five lmes of Smaller
cuts may be gcen. _ , :
Three or four (sometimes ﬁve) szml]ar lmes of smaller outs, about
two inches apart, are made from the collar bones to the pubes, Other
smaller lines of cuts are made down, and sometimes circling round,
the arms and legs, the cuts being on a slope like the series of xlats of
a half-open venetian blind, _, | "
The women of this Group are, as a rule, only tattooed when they
become elderly.
The Ongé Group of Tribes do not tattoo themselves,

The Andamanese, like the rest of the human race, have names for
individuals, regarding which names there are certain peculiaritiey
worthy of notice.

There are three clisses of Names:

1.-—Th~ Name the Andamanese is given in the womb aml Whmh
i tnélr Name throughout life.  (Of this class there are about twenty
Names in each Tribe.) :

This Name i8 given in the following manner. When a woman
knows that she is with child she calls that child by some one of the
usual Andamanese Names regardless of what its future sex may  be,
This is called the Zeng-1’dr-Ule, or ¢ Proper Name,”” When the child
is born, “ Ota® (which means Testicles) is added for a male child,
and © Kdta’ (female organ of generation) for a female. These two
words are only used during babyhood as a rule.

In the case of twins, which, however, is almost unknown, an addi-
tional Name would be given after birth to the second child, _

In the case of a first born child named, say, “ Biala,”” dying soon
after birth, the mother on her second conception often gives the same
Name to the second child, and to this, if of the same sex as the pre-
vious one, the Nickname (always used after the real Name) of “ 11

_____ - _“__ il Sl -......-u- Bl




has been born agam. , ) _
11. Nicknames.~These aro ai ven to chlldren on acoount of aonm

peculiarity, either in their own make or conduet, or in those of tl;mr
parents ; and additional Nicknames are sometimes given as tho b i
dren grow up. Ouly one Nickname 1§ used ab a time. ’l‘h&,y may be |

sarcastic, alluding to a deformity, or to a disfigarement or - eccentri-
city ; they may also be flattering, or even reverential,

II1. Flower Names—These are given to Andamanese women only,
and their origin is as follows :—

At her first menstruation an Andamaneso girl is called by the
' Name of whichever one of certain selected trees happens to be in
flower at the time, and this Name, which is used before the Zeng-1’dc-
Ula, is not discarded until she becomes a mother, or elderly.

Often, in calling to a young woman, the Flower Name alone is
uged. The following table will show the Flower Names, the principal
trees from which these Names are taken, and their approximate times
of flowering.! (The Names ave given for convenience sake in the
Aka- Béa-da language only.)

Flower Nar#e_: Name of tree. Time of flowering.
' November,
Chilip . A . Diospyros Densiflora . 5 December.
| January.
| February.
Méda « « Semecarpus, Odina Wodier, March, |
Atira . p . Chickrassia Tabularis . March,
A Not identified ikt L
kA : { Also, Croton Argyratus . } pnl.
Yéri . : . Btereulia . ' « April.
Meliosma Simplicifolia .
A
Pataka = { Terminalia Procera . } ay
E i L] g . .
Beéohe . ke

Rubinces ! } June and July.
Chigara . . Pterocarpus Dalbergioides . August,

<



s A HISTORY OF OUR RELATIONS

Flawer Name,  Name of bree, Time of ﬂ?-_weﬂ'iuy; _.
Chérapa . . Notidentified . . . Beptember.
Uhénra ) . Lecs Bambueina . 1 e October,

' Not identified :

R I T Lugenia s e q}. NOVBMbe”'

 The Andamanese can give no reason bat thst,t of long oustom for
the seleetion of these particular Names, and they arve also ignorvant of
the reason why only the ahove trees were selected ; and though it is
very evident that the giving of Flower Names grose from the com-
parison between the reproduction of human beings and of plants, the
Andamanese do not now recognise fhis. L

They have also eertain Honorifics. Elderly male Andamanese ave
called Maia as a term of respect, also Mdam. Married Andamanese
women are called Chdns, i |

The Names are used in calling to sach obhor from distances prin-
cipally, also in speaking of ‘each other. It is de rigueur to use
the Honorifies, and a young gicl is spoken to by her Flower Name.
Children do mnot addvess their parents by their Names, and youths
would never use Nmkmmes in speakmg to their elders, and not often
the Proper Name. The Name isin fact more of a trade mark than
tor general use, As tliere are so few of them, the Nickname decides
which st the many people of that Name is meant, and the Honorific
gives the age and standing of the person and how to address him. A
youth would be called by his Name, but more often would be address-
ed o8 ¢ youngster.” The actaal words for Names, ete., differ of
couyse in the diffovent languages, but the system is the same through-
ou; all the Tribes of the Great Andaman. |

T cannot speak with cerfainty regarding the Ongé Group of Tribes,

There is no reason to suppose that the Andamanese have ever
mtnv-ma,med with any other race, and their intense hostility to all
strnngers is against the idea, Rumours have been heard at different
times of long-haired tribes on different parts of the Islands, buf, as
1 have had ocoasion to point out elsewhere, long-haired does not
necessarily mean straight-haired, and the tribes who keep their lair
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' cut short would doubtless remark on those who allowed it fo rﬁ;jﬁr |
~ long enough to touch the shoulders, The ramours may, howevar,-aha}ﬁ'é' i

possibly arisen from the advent of ship-wrecked crews, the Malay

~ pirates, or be a tradition banded down from the establishment of our

r‘Betf’leme,nts in Poxt Blair and Port Cornwallis in 179, but in no_-_, e

cose from cross-breeding with foreigners. -
_ Tho Andamanese are monogamic, and though thare is a froedom of )
intercourse hetwoen the sexes before marriage, after it the hushand

keeps faithfal to his wite, as & rule, and she to "him.  Her murder ﬂ AL

would be the result of any unfaithfulness on the wife’s part, and
possibly the murder of her lover also. Divoree is rare, and unkoown
after a ¢hild has been born to the married couple, Incestuous mars
riages nover take place, and & man prefers to marry into another
Sept, or Tribe of the same Group,

As, in another work, I propose to answer in full * ‘Notes and
Querics on Anf;hmpol%y,” and give in great detail all we now
- know regardmg the customs, ete., of the Andamanese, I will hers
only briefly outline them.

Medicine~Red ochre taken externally and internally they have
great faith in ; bleeding on the forehead for fever and headache, and
round the affected part in abscesses, is practised ; wreaths of human
bones ar¢ tied round a painful part ; and they have some slight idea
of dieting themselves. Certain leaves ave tied on the affected parts
in diseases, and beds are made of them in order that their odour may
be inhaled. _

Motions, ete~~The Andamanese are good eclimbers, and rapid
walkers and runners, being able, when necessary, to travel consider-

_able distances at & time. Their step is free and indepeudent. The
Jarawa tribe walk with their toes much turned in. X

The Ar-yiito are excellent swimmers and perfectly at home in the
water ; the Erem-tdga, though not 56 good in the water, excel in
tracking through the jungle, though they eannot do such feats of
tracking as the Australian aborigines acoomplish,

Magio, ete~—~They have much faith in dreams, and in the utter-
ances of certain ‘‘ wise men,” who, they think, are able toforetell the
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future, and know what are the m*entmns of the Deity, and what 4

passing at a distance. Like all such * priesthoods '’ this superstlhlorzl il
is used by the * wise men’’ to enhance their power and comiorts,and |

to obtain articles they msh for frow, others w1thout any real gom -+

pensation. '
Numbers, ele.—They cannot count with certamty beyond two,

and only very vaguely up to 11ve, thls meaning a considerable
‘number, ' :

-~ Habitations, Nomadism, ezc.—-Bemg a nomadic and thl'efﬂﬁly '

uncleanly race, they do not, (xcept on the Little Andaman, build

large or permanent huts, A village is usually a group of about 14

huts arranged in the form of an oval, the centre of which is Kept
clean for the dancing ground, the huts facing inwards.

A hut is merely a pateh of thatch placed on four uprights and
some cross pieces, ubout 4 feet 5 inches high in front, and 8 inches
bigh at the back. There is no walling at the sides, and each hut is
about 4 feet long by 3 feet wide, which is sufficient for one family.
It should be remembered that these huts are in the jungle, which is so
dense that, however violent a.storm may be going on overhead, very
littlo wind penetrates fo the earth, and the rain drips straight down
[rom the trees above.

At one end of the oval would be a larger hut for the single men,
and at the opposite end a similar hut for the unmarried womeén.

In unshelfered spaces, and at the head-quarters of the Septs,
larger circular huts arve built, sometimes ten feet in height and thirty
feet in breadth, the eaves of which reach nearly to the ground. This
olass of hut is to be seen af its best on the Little Andaman, and I
have seen one at 1ol BAlowé about 30 feet in height and 60 feet in
breadth.

When out hunting and away from their villages a mere break«
wind of leaves is considered sufficient. Tn each hut one or more fires
are kept, and just outside the hut is a tiny platform, about 18 inches
high, on which surplus food is stored.

Government.—Every man is a law unto himself in geneml, but the

elders of the tribe have a certain authority, and one man is chosch,

/
!
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. ml:her from tc-amper, combmed mth prowpss in huntmg or ﬂghtlng, ar.':

‘else from superior intelligence, as Head of the Sept. He grows to this
position eradually, and there is no election or i‘ormahty The Anda-._ _
manese are not fond of obeying other persons, and only band togathel- D

~and obey one Elder when it is manilestly to their interests to du sv.

Age commands respect, and young people are deferential to their A

elders. In ﬁm case of crimes the aggrieved party tﬁkes the law ' info
his own hands, and either destroys the property of, or wounds, or
murders, the offender. Murder, theft, adultery, destruction of pro-
perty, andl assault, are the principal crimes they recognise. They bave
none of what may be called “ the vices of civilisation,’’ and ave not,
and never were, cannibals.  The reasons for their having been thought
80, 816 —~
Istq--That they used to attack and murder ever y stranger who
_ came to their shores.
2n¢l—That it is the custom among certain tribes, although they
o yield honourable interment to their own dead, to burn the
body of a stranger or cnemy.

The: food aupply is far too good and varied for cannibalism ever

to have arisen from hunger.

Language~They bave no written language or means of communi-
- eation by signs, and each Tribe has a dialect of its own, these dialects
being almost mutually unintelligible, except where fusion of the dia-
lects bas occurred on conterminous borders. The dialects have most of
the roots of the words in common, but with different intonations, pre~

fixes, suffixes, ete.  The languages are agglutinative in form, and the

functions of gender, declension, and conjugation of Aryan languages
are discharged by prefixes and suffizes, while the root is not inilected,
Major Temple writes of them that ‘ they are one group, and e
connected with no other group.”
The languages are copious in having many words to espress varia-
tions of the same thing, but in some points, where distinctive words
- might be expected, only one generic-ferm is used, the meaning being
gathered from the context. The Anda.manese speak about what

o
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interests and .ﬁectg themselves, and have no words z.-fm a,-pslwgt.ia%g# | At

which they know nothing of.

Lnitiatory ceremonées.—--}_’oufhs, as they attain to about 312t0 16

yeurs of age, abstain from cortain -f?ods, and aftersomeyears mf tl:n
SusuewiLoin tle food is eaten again amid certain simple '___-__=pegemoni§53'- and
dances. It is probable that puberty was --"originafﬂyr"ﬁl}e:-_-ﬂfawge of these,
and the wish on the part of the aspirant to show that he was capable
of maintaining 4 family. Some five or six different foods are ab-

tnined from in turn, and 'at the'end of tue lash'of these fasts the .

initiate would be consideted to ba a man.  Certain Honorifics belong

to persons undergoing these ceremonies, but no secrets are commue

nicated, nor is there anything religious about thom. A curious
custom is that, when two men undergo the eceremony together, it
forms a great bond of friendship between them, and they would never
aftorwards call each other by name, or abuse each ofher, or fight :
indeed, there seems to be a mutual shyness and avoidance.

Women have similar customs to the men, | _

Marriaye~The simple ceremony which constitutes marriage
emong Vue dndamanese, and has nothing religious about it,is consi-
dered strictly binding by this people. ; v

When the vlders of the Sept are aware that a young couple are
anxious to be married, the bride is taken to a newly made empty hub
and made to sit down in it. The bridegroom runs away inte the junghe,
but, after some struggling and pretence at hesitation, is brought in by
force and made to sit down on the bride’s lap. This is the whole of
the ceremony. "The newly married couple have little to say to, and
arve very shy of, each other, for at least a month after marriage, when
they gradually settle down together. |

Divorce is very wueommon, but alfter the death of one party, oz a
divorce, the Andamanese marry again. The average number of
children born from one mother is three, but instances of sevem and

eight are known. Only one case of twins has been heard of, and both
children died shortly after birth. '

Burial—Babies are buried under the floor of their parents’




WITH THE ANDAMANTSE. RN R T

huft - Adults are enther buried in & shallow. grave, or, wluch 1§ more
honourable, are tipd up in a bundle and placed on a platform up in ' a
treo. Plumes of ane loaves are then fastened conspicuously in. ' fthe
nmghhourhood to mark the vicinity of a corpse, and that part of the
counfry is desertod for about thiree months. At the ¢nd of this penod
the velations and friends of the deceased, who have been in mouming,
covered with gvey clay, and have refrained from dancing ; disinter, or
‘take down as the case may be, the bones of the deceased, wash them,
brenk them up into suitable yieces, and make them into ornaments fo
which great imporfance is attached, as they are helieved to stop pain
an(l cure diseases by simple application to the diseased part,
A dance then takes place, when the mourning is said to be * taken
‘oﬁ # and the mass of grey clay on the head is .Lctually removed.,
| Meeting, Parting, etc.~—~The Andamanese on the Great Anda-
man have the extraordinary custom of weeping loudly and de-
monstmtwe.ly when they mebt after a long separation, and this may
gst for some hours.  The Ongés sif on each other’s laps, caress each
other with their hands, and shed a few silent tears only.
| At parting the Great Andaman Tribes blow on each other’s hmag
and exchange sentences corresponding in intention to our ¢ good-bye,’’
eto. It is not etiquette to show much emotion at other times, and
they have no words for ordinary salutations or returning thanks.
Fires.—Those eminent anthropologists who study savages from their
firesides in England, and eriticise and contemn the work of observers
on the spot from their own lofty standpoint of ignorince (possibly
because the results of those observers” work do not agiee with their
pra-conceived theories), are persuaded that the Andamanese must
krow how fo make a' fire, or mwust have some word in their lan-
guage showing that they formarly knew how to make fives. The fact
however remains that the Andamanese do not know, znd, judging from
their language, never have known, how to make fire. They are very
“eareful of their fives, always carrying smouldering logs with them when
they travel either by sea or land, and so sheltering rhe stock log that
¢ven ia the most inclernent weather the fire does not become extinct.
Should such & mishap however befall a village, the people would go to
a8 )

=
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Prometheus-resembling legend of theirs, fire was stolen from Heaven
in the first instance and has never been allowed to become extinet

since.

Retigion, Traditions, and Superslitions. - ‘tha Andan;afnésb.helievd' i
in one God who resides in heaven above, was the caasc of the uvXiste .

ence of every body and every thing, directly or indirvectly, and is

somewhat an anthropomorphic conception, baving passions, likes and
dislikes, ete. e punishes, causes storms, and in fact corresponds in
many ways with the European child’s idea of a Deity. Heis not -

propitiated in any manner (excopt that the Andamanese refrain from
doing acts which they know displease bim, for they dread the conse~
quences of his wrath), and there s no idea of sacrifice, prayer, or
worship,  There is no love for this Deity, and the acts displeasing
to Him are connected with the products of the jungle, ete., and do not
affect the relations of the Andamanese towards each other, |

Tn addition to Him, there are, as mightbe expected, * the s_ﬁiri‘t of
the woods,” and % the spirit of the sea,” who are wholly evil, also

other minor evil spirits. These are said to cause diseases.

There is & variety and abundance of legends and mythological

the next enc&mﬁment. and obtain ﬁro from  there. Aecm‘dmg toa “

ctories differing among the different tribes, but the Andamaneso super=
spitions amount toa dread of the above-mentioned spirits, and an

avoidance of the acts which tradition says arve displeasing to them.
The Andamanese are, howaver, of too happy and carcless a nature to

be very much biassed or affeoted by their superstitions. Food, sport,

and amusement (with an ever watehful eye on his neighbour, and a

quick temper of his own) are the factors of Andamanese life; there is |

no care for the morrow.

They believe that after death their souls go into a place under_t]ie'
enrth, a sort of Elysian Fields, but have noidea of a Heaven, or of any

place of eternal reward or punishment, nor do they expect a resurrec-

tion of the body, and a life of the world to come, though some obsers =
vers, who have nof compared the legends of all the tribes, will have if

that they do.
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The anthropological professors above-mentioned are very anxious
to prove that the Andamanese must have derived their word for,
and theiv idea of, a Deity, from some of the more civilised nations wu:h
whom they may have been brought into contact. o

Casual statements by incompetent or superficial observers may
have led to this idea, but I cannot agree with it, Considering the
great antiquity of the race and their seclusion from other people, I do
not see why their present ideas could not have been handed down to
them from the earliest times, before the more ecivilised races referred e
to were in existence. The very slight contact they have had with out- :
side influences has been hostile, and to convey abstract ideas of a
religion and a Deity it would have been necessary for one party to have
learnt the language of the other. We haveevidenee in the present
time to show that Andamanese who have been educated in eivilisation
for years, and appeared fo have lost their savage ways, have gone
back to their tribe, entively lost their veneer of civilisation, and have
not only not introduced a single abstract idea among their tribesmen,
but have not even altered their habits in practical matters affecting
their comfort, health, etc. The Andamanese are a very conservative
race, act solely on the ideas transmitted to them from their ancestors,
and will not alter these in any way.

Attire.~The Andamanese men, but for certain waistbelts, necks
laces, ete., which may be considered ornamental, go entirely naked.
The women of the South Andaman Group of Tribes wear a bunch of
five or six leaves over their private parts. The women of the North
Apdaman Group of Tribes wear a sort of loose tassel of narrow strips
of bark ; and the women of the Ongé Group of Tribes wear a bunchy
tassel of fibre.

The Tribes of the Great Andaman cover themselves over with
clay pigments of which there are three principal ‘kinds—

1st.—Plain grey clay, mixed with water, which is smeared on
them in coarse patterns,

2nd.—White clay, which is delicately touched on in fine patterns
regembling those of the South Andaman tattooing,

......
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3 d.—Red ochre mixed with turtle, pig, or a.lmond oil, Whlt,h sl
| smearod over the hody coarsely. e

’I‘he Ongé Group of Tr1bea use a ve]lowzsh clay mixed with water
to smear very walacly over their bodies, an(l put the oily red pigment
on their hair only. | _.

The Andam anese recagmse divisions of the day by the pomlon of
the sun, and havu rongh divisions for the night. The year is divided
into three main seasons, and several smaller divisions known by the
flowering of cerfain trees. The phenomena of the tides they are ac.
quainted with snd note earefully. | '

A rude'sort of barter exists amongst them, and articles are ex-
changed among Tribes of the same Group, by which one Tribe obtains
from another articles which are not manufactured, or do not exist,
in the country of the former, |

They have no idea of agriculture, nor, until our advent, did they |
attempt to tame or train any animals or birds. | ;

Sport with an Andamanese is the mainspring of his life, and el

not only kills to eat, but also from sheer delight of the chase. Their
weapons arve, harpoons for turtle (which are znever turned), and
dugong, and such large fishes as porpoises ; bow and arrows for all
else. Therc are two kinds of arrows, one very long one with a
straight head, pointed and barbed, for ordinary shooting ; and a peecu= e
liar shorter arrow with a detachable head baving a broad heavily |
- barbed blade, for pig shooting.

The harpoon is not known to the Ongé Group of Tribes, ancl each
Group has an entirely different shape of bow. There is a common
resemblance between all the arrows. The Ongé Group, and ocea-
sionally the North Andaman Group, use arrows with two, three
and four heads. The Andamanese are good shots at short distances
only, and in the dense jungle it is impossible to distinguish game afar.
They judge direction fairly well, but cannot allow for distance,

The way in which they shoot fish darting about in the surf (they
have no hooks or lines) is really wonderful, and defles imitation.,.
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'.l‘he Great Andaman ’l‘nbes make a large net into whieh they dnve.

turtle and so catch them unwounded,

Canoes, elo.—Two varieties are used, the oldeat form having an out-
rigger, and a huge modern form found in the South Andaman Group
o'nly, without an outrigger. These are hollowed from a single log of
some light soft wood, by adze cuts only, and without the use of fire.
They donot last long, and are far from bheing good sea boats.

They have two modes of propelling these canoes ; one, by paddling
with small paddles like children’s wooden spades, which mode is used
in deep water ; and the other, by poling, which is used in shallow
water, Owing to their buoyaney and very light draught these cances

ean, under such an impetus to the oarsmen as fear, or the excitement

of the chase, be made to travel for a short distance at a considerable

speed. 'They are able indeed to outstrip the boats ordinarily supplied

to merchant vessels, which are designed for safety in a heavy sea, and

not for speed. The Andamanese do not venture far from land, and
would certainly never go out of sight of land. We must dismiss asun-
tenable the stories of the raids that the Ardamanese are said to have
made in their canoes on‘the Car Nicobar, The islands are over 130
miles apart at the nearest point, and are very low. The Andamanese
having no idea of steering by compass or stars, and no mothod of
storing water for such a voyage, would never attempt it, even if they
knew of the existence and approximate direction of the Car Nicobar,
which is doubtful. They have not even attempted to go from land.
fall Island to the Coco Islands, where the distance to be crossod is
only 30 miles.

They cook their food, eating nothing raw (though often rare),
and make cooking pots slightly differing in shape among the different
Groups of Tribes by havinn- pointed or rounded bottoms. The special
clay from which these are made is only found in certain parts of the
islands, and the pots in consequence form an important article of
barter. They are moulded by hand, sun-dried, and half-baked in the
fire. The slightest ornamentation in the form of wavy lines is
attempted. They are not glazed.
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Iron has only heen in use since it has been obta,mable lrom wrecks,

shells and fish bones being used instead. Na‘ttly formed baskets are
made differing in shape awmong the dlﬁ“erent Groups of Tmbes, also
buckets of wood and bamboo. : _.

String is obtained from the inner bark of: certain creepmg shrubs,

‘and 4 stout cord is made from the inner bark of the tree ¢ Melochia
Velutina,”’  Most of their weapons and utensils are coarse and rude,
and stone implements are not used (except the flakes of quartz for
shavmg with). A small adze is the principal cutting instrument, and
a valve of the Oyrena shell is used as a knife. Rather neat sleeping
 mats, made from strips of cane bark, are used ; and the two articles
" of priveipal note among the ornaments arve the fringes of the shell,
Dentalium Octogounun, and the handsome wreaths used by the Ono’p
Group of Tribes, ornamented with the straw-coloured, roasted, bark
of a species of Dendrobium. 8kulls, jawbones, and necklaces of
humrm and other bones, and shells, are worn, |

Amusements.—Though the youths have many simple games at
which they play, the main object of Andamancse life, next to sport,

is the dance. This takes place every evening when a few people are

gatheved together, and continues for hours; and occasmnallv they
have special meetings of Tribes or Bepts for dances which assume a
ceremonial form and last for days. :
The music is vocal only, accompanied by a dull rhvthmlcal Teat
on o hollow wooden drum, and the clapping of hands, and is very
monotonous, the compass of the song being only about four semitones
with the intermediate quarter-tones. There are five varieties of
dances among the different tribes, and they ave peculiar and not easily
described, except at greater length than can be permitted heve.

Years of intercourse with the Andamanese have taught us that
civilisation can give them nothing to compensate for the life in their
own jungle, and, however kindly and well treated they may be, they
are always ready to leave the Settlement with its comforts (and, to
them, luxuries), for their wild jungle life, its sport, food, and. amuse-
ments, | If we are asked why {h: Andamanese have not been more
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'.bwlhrzad, the fanswer is thgt emlmatmn cannof ha forced on a race ;

a want mudt be created befora it can bo gratified ; and to attempt |
‘a3 at one time was done, to force o nomadic hunting race to becoms
. agriculturists, when the lahour of agriculture is irksome, takes the
people. from the pursuits they like, and does not supply any want that
| thuy feel, is Loth absurd and  impolitic, as liable to estrange them

when their friendship is for many reusons important.

It must be borne in mind that the object of the Government uf"':.

~ India in establishing fmendly relations with the Andamanese is
-two-fold o \
1st—TFor the general good, in crder that the crows of ship-
 wrecked vessels may be well- treated, and assisted fo the
| Settlement of Port Blair.
~ 2nd.—For the individual good of that Setilement, in order that
 the ahorigines may cease fi'om fighting with the settlers,
and impeding progress, and that they may act as &
| | ‘jungle police in recapturing escaped convicts.

The followmg pages will show that this has been satisfactorily
done, and the above description of the wavages will give the reader

some idea of the dlmbultles which were met with in domv it.
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OHAPTER III.
Karly acoounts of the Andmmaneae’-—ﬂlmdius.' Piolemy—Renandot; and '.Mb‘mtﬁag; '.
'The Travels of Two Mohammedans through I-n_dia_ and ! China--Pemberton-—Harris's
Uollection of Voyages and Travels—Marco Pola—-Colonel Yule—Friar Qdogie-
Nicolo Conbi—Dr. Anderson—Dr. Caveri-—Cesare ' ederici—Hamilton—Tstablish-
ment of the Bettlement in 1789—Tieutenant Colebrooke’s Journal— Licutenant
Colebrooke’s Monograph on the Andamanese—Notes on the Monograph.
Taar the existence of a chain of Islands from Cape Negrais to
Suwnatra was known in the 2nd century, is shown by Claudius Pto-
lemy’s writings, and the maps made from those writings, in which the
Island of * Buzacata ™ is Jaid down ; but we cannot determine whether
this name was intended to apply to the Andaman Group, and we have
no information regarding it other than that * it produces quantities
~of uhells, and the inhabitants go naked and are called Agmatewe,”
The so-called maps of Ptolemy show also in the same sea an
f I*;laud of Cannibals,” called ‘‘The Island of Good ~Fortane,”
'Ayabol Saiuovos. It is worthy of note that Ptolemy never drew
any maps himself : those to be found in the oldest editions of his
work are by Agathodemon (a mathematician of the 5th (P) century
after Christ), though accurately based, it is true, on Ptolemy’s data.
The name of this cartographer gives rise to suspicions. Ptolem y
writes of “ Buzacata " only. The map shows the “ Cannibal Island 7’
of ** Ayabob Saipovos ™! for which name we have no authority.
May not the cartographer have called the island after himself ?
The first distinet notice of the Andamans is in the collection of
early Arab notes on India and China, which was translated by Hus.
Renaudot ; this account was copied by Pemberton and Earrm and we
obtain the following as the current helief at that time, and for cen-
turies later, regarding the Andamanese. ' '
(In the Ptolemaic maps up to 1490 islands are shown on either
side of the Malay Peninsula, all of which are said to be inhabited by
ﬁnthropolyhagz )
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The Trave‘la of Two Muhammedans through India and bhina,-

Pemberton’s General Collectwn of Voyages and Travels, London,
1811, Vol, 7, page 183. |

« Beyond these two islands Yios the sea of Andaman : the poople on
this coast eat human flesh quite raw ; their complexion is black, their
hair frizzled, their countenance and eyes frightfnl, their feet are very
large, and almost a cubit in longth, and they go quite naked. They

have no sort of barks or other vessels ; if they had, they would seize

and devour all the passengers they could lay hands on. When ships
have been kept back by contrary winds, they are often in these seas
obliged fo drop anchor on this barbarous coast for the sake of water,
when they have expended their sfock ; and upon these occasions they
commonly lose some of their men.”

It is evident that these travellers did not themselves visit the
Andamans, and their account is borrowed from the tales current in the
neighbouring conntries at the time, The Andamanese probably posses-
sed canoes long prior to the period referred to, It should be remeni-
bered that it was to the interest of the pirates who made the Andamans
a head-quarters for their »aids, and also slaved the aborvigines, to exag-

gerate the real dangers they encountered, and sproad enalk bulessugawd -

_ing the Andamans as would keep others away.
In Harris’s Collection of Voyages and Travels we find, after the
above description of the Andamans, the following ;-

. “Beyond thisis & mountainous but aninhabited Island where it
is said there are mines of silver; but, as it doesnot lie in the usual
track of shipping, many have sought for it in vain, though it is re-
markable for a mouatain called Kashenal. Itonce so happened that

a ship sailing in fhis latitude had sight of the mountain and shaped
her' course for it, and falling in with the land, sent a boat on shore
with hands to cut wood. ''he men kindled a fire and saw silver run
from it which plaivly indicated there was a mine of this metal in
that place ; they shipped, therefore, as much of the earth or ore as they
thought fit, but as they were proceeding on their voyage, they met

with such & storm that, to lighten the ship, thoy were under the

B2
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necessiby of throwing all the ore overboard Since tlmt time, t‘.he\ '

muuntam has been empfu]ly souwh% fur, but haq never' awazn bmn il

seen.’ ki
Po:mi})ly some island - mw{-,he Nicobar gmup is here refam-ed: to.
The name of the mountain resombles that of tha island of A Katchall,*
and, as will be seen presently in the extract ﬁ-om Hamﬂtou 8 Vomges,
quicksilyer is'said to have be:n found in these parts. ‘In those days the.
Andamans and Nicobars seem to have been h0pele=:aly mixed together,
and in the rocks of the Andamans there is nothing to lead us'to E:'U,P-x
pose that either silver or quicksilver will be found.

‘Mareo Polo patsed by the Andamans in 1290, and writes :—

“ Angamanain is a very long island. 'The people are without a
king, and arve idplaters, and mno better than wild beasts. And I
assure you all the men of this island of Angamanain hayve heads
like dogs, and teeth and eyes likewise ; in fact, in the face thoy are
just like big mastiff dogs. They have a quantity of spices: but they
are a wost cruel generation, and eat everybody thaf they can cateh,
if not of their own race. They live on ﬂesh and rice and milk, and

ha,vu froits different from any of owrs.™
=~ The wholt aveeant 1s evidently from hearsay, bemg utterly ingor-
reot and absnrd. Such accounts are the basis of most of our informan
tion regavding: the Andamans till recent tzmes Colonel Yule, in hla
% Marco FPolo’ writes:

“ Abvaham Rogers tells us that the Coromandel Bmhmins used to
say that the Kakshasas or demons had their abode ¢ on the 1sland of
Andaman, lying on the route from Pulicat to Pegu,’ and also that
they were man-eabers. This would be very curious if it were a genuine
old Brahminical Saga ; bub I fear it may have been gathered from the,
Arab Seamen. Still, it is remarkable that a strange, weird-looking
ial_a.nd; which rises, covered with forest, a steep and regular voleanic
cone, straight out of the deep sea to the eastward of the Andaman
group, bears the name of N arkandam in which one cannot but recog~
niso ¢ Narak’ “ Hell” Can it be that, in old times, but still contem-~
porary with Hiudu navigation, this voloano was active, and that some




