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Home Depmtment J u&ici}; No. 3 of 19th January, 1858.
To~The Hon’ble the Court of Dnectors of the East India Compa.ny
With advertenco to the 6th paragraph of your Hon’ble Court’s
Despateh No. 24:0f 1857, dated the 8th April, and to our letter No. 2

of 1858, dated the 7th January, we have the honour to state for your '

Hon’ble Court’s information, that on the 20th November last we

appmnted a Committee, composed of Dr. F. J. Mouat, the Inspector
of Jails in the Lower Provinces, Assistant Surgeon G, R. Playfau'
M.D., and Licutenant J. A. Heathcote of the Indian Navy, to exammu
 the Andaman Group of [slands, with a view to a selection of a hite
for the establishment a Penal Settlament for tl receptmn, in the fﬁrbt
. instance, of Mutineers, Deserters and Rebela st tonced to 1mpr1sonmer.t

_in banishment, and eventually for the recepttdn of all couvicts ander
b ;;.,Msentence of tr&nsportatlon, whom, for any reason, it may not be thought
‘expediont to- ae;pd to! blm Nfgaita: ﬂrattlaments (8 i“o the Penasseum
Provinces. | e

2, We enelose a copy of the mstrucmons thh we gave to tbe
Commlttaax -

8. The Committee left Calcutta on the 231‘(1 Nov ember last, in the
Hon’ble Company’s Steam Vessel Semiramis tor Moulmein, whence
they proceeded in the Plufe, to the Andamans, arriving thare “on the

'\ 11th December following. [They have now returned to Calcutta, and
we have the bonour to forward for your Hon’ble Court’s information,
a copy of the able, useful, and interesting report which they have

~ submitted to us. |

4. In accordance with the recommendation of the Committes,
we have selected the “Old Harbour” henceforward to be distinguished
by the name of * Port Blair,”” as the locality of the proposed Penal
Settlement ; and we have directed Captain H. Man, the Executive
Engineer and Superintendont of Convicts at Monlmein, to proceed at
once to the spot with all the means necessary for clearing a site, and

otherwme preparing for the reception of the conviets.
_ 5. Oaptain Man has been instrueted, as a preliminary step, to re.
take formal possession of the Andaman Group, with the view of
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ay oxdmg any doubt or d1ﬂficu,lty thaf may arise from the/ mrcumstance |

i)
i

of their haying heen deserteﬂ in 1796. -
6. A copy of our proceedmgs on the report of the Andaman Com-
mittee is also enclosed for your Hon’ble Court’s information.

o |
! ——— s i ®

No, 2436, duted the 20th November, 1357,
From—C, Bgapox, fsq,, Secretary to the Government; of Indm,

To—F, J, Mouvar, Esq., M.D,, G. R, Playfair, Esq., M.D., Lxeutenantl_._

! . Hea.lhcot.e, 1 N

I am directed to inform you that the Right Hon’ble the
Governor General in Council has been ploased to appoint you to be a,'

Commifteoe o examine the shores of the Andaman Group of Islands,

and to select the best site which may be found there 101' the establish-

ment of a penal settlemont,

2. The first requisites of such a Settlement are a seoure md ancos="

sible harbour, abundance of woed and water, & healthy situation for
a jail and conviet lines, and considersble extént of country in the

vicinity fit for clearance and cultivation, | It is desirable ulso that
the jail should, if possible, be located on an islet, separated from the
main island by a channel affording safe anchorage for vessels of light =~
~ draught, and too wide for any convict to attempt to oross by swim-

ming. By this means it would be more easy 0 maintain an entire
separation hetween convicts keptin close confinement and those to
whom some degree of liberty is allowed.

3. Dr. Mouat will be President of the Committee, and in general

" charge of the expedition. His attention will be more particularly

given to matters conneoted with the enquiry, with which his duties

as Inspector of Jails in Bengal have made him familiar. The medioal
and seientific duties of the expedition will devolve upon Dr. Playfair.
And those connected with the survey of the coast and the harbour,
will be attended to by Lieutenant Heatheote. Lieutenant Reatheote
will understand that a minute or detailed survey is not required ; it
will be sufficient to ascerfain the general features of the channels or
anchorages. But the Governor General in Council does not doubt
that the members of the Committee will communicate freely with

e
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" each other, and be able fo submit the result of their investizations in

a combined report. , 4
4, The Uommittee ave to proceod to Moulmoin in the Hon'ble
QQ;@I'}'@S‘J’;S'StQa-m ¥rigate Semiramis, which will leave Caloutta on
i M_anday next, the 23vd instant. At Moulmein the Hon'ble Com-
. pany’s Steam Vessel Piuto will be placed at the disposal of the Com-
.mlibt.qi_a},,'aixd; in her they will proceed to the. Andamans, taking such
“course as, under all eircamstances, may appear most advisable. Hav-
- ing completed their enguiries, the Committes can either retwrn to
| '-',Calcﬁtiaa_--,.di";"ec-t" in the Pluto, or find their way back in any other
way that may seem preferable. i

. 5. The Committee should not separate till their 'raf)ort is complete,

~ and this Tis Lordship in Couneil trusts will not he later than the
 middle of Fanuary. The value of the report will be greatly enhanced
| it it be accompanied by photographio view sof the varioug sites
papiogbad ongtlhe Ry A N
" 8. The Committee should be accompanied to the Andamans by &

il . small guard of Europeans, Which can be furnistied from among the
| Lien of the Indian Navy by the Senior Naval Officer,

\

1

7. All the information in the possession of the Government relate
ing to the Andaman Islands will be placed at the disposal of the
@onimifleai . e \

S e Dated the 15th January, 1858,

s me-——Cf Branoy, Bsq,, Secretary to the Gaverament of Indis,

L Mo—F. I, Mot_m?b,f Bsq, M.D., G, B. Playfair, Hsq., M.D., Licntenant

_ : | J, A. Hestheote, I.N. | A
I am divected by the Right Hon’ble the Governor General in

! Qouncil to acknowledge the receipt of your report, dated the 1st.
y to you the cordial thanks of  the Government;
prompt, and effectual manner in which you

_ instant, and to conve

have carried out the instructions contained in my letter of the 20th
November last, as well as for the business-like and practical shape in
which you have submitted the result of yowrinvestigation, Your
roceedings from first to last are entirely approved.

3 o
e
'.‘ ~}

i, (U
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2. His Lordship in Council agrees with you as to the seleotion of
the Old Harbour (which it is intended shall henceforward bear the
name of Port Blair) for a Penal Seitlement, and instructions have
this day been issued to Captain H. Man, Executive Engineer and
Superintendent of convicts at Moulmein, to proceed thither in the
Pluto as soon as possible after her return, with all the means neces-
sary for clearing a site and otherwise preparing for the reception of
con ths. | ; .

. T am directed to wquesb that 50 1mpr.j-wlms may be made of
the series of photographs taken during the expedition, and t_ha.t, af ter
reserving five copies for the use of the Members of the Committee, the
remainder (of which ten should be mounted) may besent to this
office. The canoeand imploments should also be properly packed for
transmission  to the Momn'ble Court of Directors. The Geological
specimens had better he deposited in the Museum. '

' 4. The new Harbour discovered by the Committee on the West
coast of the Great Andaman opposite to Port Blair, will be called Port
Mouat after the President. -

5. The Governor General in Council en blrely approves of your
having brought to Caleutta the inhabitant of the Andamans, who
after the unprwokad attack made by the ﬂa;vaﬂos on the boats of the
expedition, fell alive into your hands. His Lordship in Council had
hoped fthat this man would ha.ve become an useful medium of commu-
nication between the Officers of Government and his own country-

men, and have given assistancs in reclaiming themn from the state of e

profound and primitive barbarism in which they now exist. He’

regrets, however, to learn from Dr. Mouat’s sabsequent letter of this

date, that the health of the man has suffered so much since his arri- |
val in Caleufta that it is thought advisable to send him to sea, _
6. The Governor (eneral in Council thinks it best that the Pluto
should praceed from hence in the first instance to Interview Island
and land the native as near as possible o the place at which he was
taken, and His Lord ship in Counoil desires me to requcst that he may
be abundantly supplied* with useful articles of peace, such as care
penter’s tools, knives, cotton clothy thread, cords, axes, metal pots
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:a,n pan_ ,a.s we]l 23 with heads, looklnmglasses and. such like obwc’cs
Wi of .:__g,ga finery. And every possible endeavour should again be
i to_ assure his counfrymen, hoth through him and hy direct signs,
i th our. objects are friendly, and that they have nothmg to expect buf
. good treatment at our hands. Dr. Mouat will be so good as to give
tha Gommander of the Pluto all needful mstructwns on this head

- ___..}“_........_

I 1 %

. \\‘ i Eil s Dated Port Andaman, the it Jauu“ 1 189'3. \
L If‘mm-»-']‘he ARDAMAN (,ommwmmf, h’
AR ,T""“C Bravox, Hsq,, Secretary to the Government of India, Home
Department
Wa have the honour ‘to aok;owledae the receipt of your letter
it 0. 24386, dated the 20th Novemp®': 1857, intimating that the Right
i ""'Es},{l‘lble the Governor General in' ‘Gouncil had heen pleased to ap-
i . point u"&*«tﬂ bea Commitive bo. nvamﬁﬁ the shores of the Andaman
--Group of ‘Iqlandg, and to select the best site ] that may be found for
 the establishment of a Penal Settlement, o
. 2 The requisites for such a Settlement were pomtea out, and we
g "'were directed to proceed on the Hon’ble Company’s Steam Frigato
. Semiramis to Moulmein, where the steamer Pluto was to be placed
.-,_ at our disposal for the purpose of conveying us to the seene of our
U _-ﬁ-'_la.heura.
N o accordlnﬂly embarked on the Semiramis on Monday, the
231*& of November, and reached Monlmein on the afternoon of
Tuesday. the 1at of December, 1859, The Pluto was at that time
. absent, but returned on Friday, the 4th, and was prepared for sea
~ with all possible despatch.
| S To protect our party when engaged in exploring, Captain
i oS  Campbell, Indian Navy, commanding the Sems
o _.Elm}pean i SRR placed at the disposal of the Committee, an

_ ofﬂcer and twenty European seamen from his crew.*

o The fwt is of mterest that Walker, the farnons filibuster, who afterwards commanded the |
~ insurgents in Nicara.gna and was shot thore, was one of these men, and was even then known 'ag

a wﬂd a.nd da.nserons character and an exceptionally acourate shot. i
¥
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To ena’ble us to peuebmte the dense jungle which was  enid, ancl_'

| ‘which we found, to cover the Andamans. the Officiat-
oAt ing Commissioner of Moulmein, Major A. Fytche,

sanotioned the temporary transfer of twelve short torm Burmese

Couvicts aceustomed to forests, Ifmth a guard of three Convict Peons.
Without the aid of these men we could have made no progress in the

examination of the coast. Major Fytohe also made over to us the

horing instrument in stors at Moulmein, and Captain Man, the

Quperlrr“{end"nt of the Cooyiot Dstabhahment taught the prisoners

the us<@ of that important 1St o ang prior to our departure,
6. Thus armed and equippew. o Joft Moulmein on the morning -

Departure from wour:  of Tuesday, the & th of December, and anchored in ;

e o bmpwzﬂhs ‘ab 8% A, of Priday, the 11th o "

the same month,

6. Our object in first visiting the ald settlemrmt th to rm(‘el‘*‘dm |

by persvnal €3tmination the causes of ity extreme
p«.ll\;cummesq, to guide us jn our 1nveshgat10u
into the other  localities likely to possess sites smtable for a Penal

Settlement.
7. We do not deem it necessary to furnish a detailed dewmptmn

TPort Cornwallis.

. "OE this magnificent harbour, and the Islands enclosed within it, The =

survey of Lieutenant Blair was found to be geunerally accurate, and,
with the exception hereinafter noted, the place seems to have unders
gone no material change since the abandonment of the settlement in
1796 for reasons which are contained in the reomd‘s of the Govem—
ment of [ndia.

8. We landed on the North-East corner of Chatham Island, v

all that could be found of the old settlement was lying on the beach,
in the form of detached irawments of a subsi,a,ntml brick build-
ing. |

9. The rear wall only was standing and contained a door and two
windows. The remainder of so much of the house as had not been
destroyed by the encroachment of the sea, which in this s'po't must
have advanced some 40 or 50 feet, was strewed with 1arge pieces of
masonry and brickwork on the beach. " TPhe brlckwork cenmuted
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with sheli);f' Yime, was of exeellent quality, which was shown by the
retention’ of the form of the arches which had fallen. The masonry
had been detached in masses by the vegetation growing in fissures,
which had probably been caused by the action of the sea. [The
detached bricks, which were scattered over a space of some 200 yards
lhiad heen rounded by the same agenoy. |

LT |
e

| 10. A small mounyl, about 100 feet in height, was frmediately
behind, and to the Sovth-West of the building. Rounded fragments
| of masonry Which ha¢ probably formed the basement of a\pillar were
found at the foot of tlio hill, oni the crest O WIiICh wove layérs of small

bricks imbedded in the roots ofi tho trees. No inseriptions, wells, or
other indications of the oxistence of a settlement could be found,

 owing to the perfect impenetrability of the jungle. A few ecocoanut

treps, palms, and acocias, and a number of larger trees not identified,
covered the island. f'wo small water-courses Were Seci, one om its
Northern, the other on its Western aspect. | '.

11. On its South-Westorn side is an extensive mud bay, dry in

with | broad belts of mangrove, and low flat country on
the opposite shore in the same direction. /

19, The only sea breeze that could veach the island is the(North-
Fast wind, and tha/s could have blown but over a small portion of its
Northern aspeot. | |

13. Tt thus appears to have been ill-selected as a site for a |Settle
ment, two-thirds of its own shore being fringed with a dense belt of
Mangrove, and the prevailing winds during the greater part of the year

ot its most unhealthy| season, blowing over the swamp surrounding

A

the Island. G.dhditie)na \more certainly caleulated to secure the largest

measure of unhealthiness, it would he difficult to find.

14. Photographic views were taken of the remains of the settle-
ment, and of some nativefishing hubs in its immediate vicinity.

15. Of the savages iemselves nothing was seen, although huts
and other indications. of their proximity and recent preseuce were
found on the mainland, in b Bay on the North side of the Port,

16. The results of our intercourse with the Natives will be men.

tioned in a separate paragraph,
| ar 2
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14, On leaving Port Cornwallis we steered to Craggy Island a few
miles to the southward for the purpose of ascer
taining if it were' practicable to mount the Saddle
Hﬂl tho highest point of the Islands, in order to obtain some idea of
the interior of the Great Andaman.

18. Upon a near examination of the spot  we considered it to be
impracticable in the time, and with the means at our dispogal—so the
projoct was abandoned. At this point, we first came in contact with
the inhahitants, as will be mentioned hereinafter.

19. We then. procoeded to Soupd fslaud., as the next locality on

Houlfd Island. ~ the East Coast, af‘fordxng promise of an eligible site,

0. We steamed through Stewart’s Sound, and right round the
1sland which is of an irregular quadrilateral form, forming one side of
a large land-looked bay, accessible at all seasons to vessels of every
¢lass, The island appeared to consist of ridges of high land running
throligh it in all directions, and prolonged in spurs to the points of
the hays indenting its margin. It was fringed with belts of man.
grove, and surrounded by coral reefs, with occasional fine sandy
beaches,

91) Towards the South-West extremity is a horse ahoe shaped
hfubour, nearly three quarfers of a mile in depth and rather more
than half a mile across, the shores of which we spent two days in
exploring. On the Northern and Eastern aspecfs it is skirted by
coral banks and rocks, bub in the rest of its extent, it has zood
anchorage ground for large ships.

92. The ridge surrounding it rises to a height of about 120 feet,
and we found the jungle and underwood much less tangled and dense
than on Chatham Island. _

23. The ridges also contained small plateanx of level ground, with
good drainage, and sufficient in extent to form a very large Seftle-
ment, with an abundance of clay and coral for buﬂdlng purposes,
and a rich soil for cultivation.

94, But, it was deficient in water, appearing to possess only the
moisture resulting from surface drainage, without a running rill of
even the smallest dimensions in any direction that was examined for

Craggy Island.




‘a mile and a half. Attempts to dig and bore, the latter to a depth

of eleven foet, failed to procure water.
20, There was also a deficiency of forest ftrees fit for building

~ puxrposes.

26. Nor these reasons, it does not seem fo us to be a desirable place
for a Settlement of any kind., There was no point from which a
photographic view, valculated fto show its characters, could he

obtained. |
2l addttlon to local dehclencles and probable \sources of

| d1sease from the belt of mangrove encircling it in all d.up(,tmm, in

attemptmg to ascertain the existencs of a navigable Stralt between the

- Northern and Middle Andaman, we discovered au éxtensive tract
- of the worst desorlptmn of Sunderbund, ending in putrid shallows,
apparent]y ruoning towards the interior of fhe island, and sufficient
o it()];‘lﬂn any place lymo within Lhe mﬂuenoe of the winds blowing

' over it.

28. The ascerta.mment of the emstenr-e of a pa ssap-e, which had been

. 1eft undetermined by Lieutenant Blair, was a question of some interest

as, in the event of its furnishing a safe and ready access to Interview

; Island from the Bastern Coast, it might have led to the cccupation
of that great island, had it contained the other conditions essential

to the formation of a Settlement. 'The extent of the pestilential Sun-

~ derbund was not ascertained, -—-but that no navigahle passage existed
' and that any Settlement in its vicinity would be undesirable were

~ fairly established.

29. Havmg ﬁmshed thls ka we again steered to the South-
ward, towards the Andaman Axchipelago, a large
. ~ cluster of Islands on the Eastern Coast.

80. The main land was bold, with high undulating hills, and
more free from ma;ng'rove than a-n"'y" portion of the islands yet seen by
us.

- 81. We passed round ‘two sldes of Long Island to the bay lying
between it and the shore of the Great Andaman, but as no indications
of running streams were seen, as the island itself was low, and as the

Andaman M_e:h_;uelagp;:

 ppposité shore was skirted with a thick belt of mangrove, we did
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1ot consider it worth while to waste any time in landing to ex-plore |
a place so obviously unsuitable.

82, The remaining islands of the Arch1pe]ago we did not look at.
Most of them were low, the ahsence of safe ports was patent, and [
the navigation too dangerous and too intricate to permit of their being/
occupied as a penal settlement, according to the instructions Jaid dowa
for our guidance. Even had some of the larger islands proved eligi-
ble in themselves they wounld not have allowed of sufficient subsequ:;ht
extension to permit of their ocoupation on an extended scale, with
reference to the amount of eulturable land near the Settlement.

38, Being within a few miles of Barren Island at this point, /and
considering that it wis desirable to nemtralize any
possible bad effects from the very unwholesome
places we had recently examined, we resolved to visit a.nd exploye that
interesting Voleano. | |

34, We accordingly steered for it on the evening of the 17th, and
reached it at 4 on the morning of ths 18th, We spent a few hours in
examining it and some of onr party ascended the cone, and saw the
crater, which is still smouldedng. It bas apparently changed in
some of its physical [eatures since it was Jast deseribed, but as these -
are foreign to the object of cur mission, they are reuordedm a separate
report by Dr. Playfair.

85, The only fact of sufficient political 1mportanoe to place on
record regarding if, is, that it contains a little sulphur, and that little
too inaccessible to be worked with advantage,

46. We returned to the Andamans on the same evening, so that
the expedition cost only an expenditure of a few hours of time.

3"‘ On the morning of the 19th of December we anchored abreast
of Chatham Island in Old Harbour, the site of
Blair’s first Settlement, and as its original occupa~
tion bad proved continuously healthy, we devoted four days to a very
yainute and careful exploration of the islands in and at the mouth of
the harbour, and of the adjacent main land. |

38. The minute and excellent survey of Lieutenant Blair made in
1789, we found to be a most useful and trustworthy guide to the chief

Barren Tsland.

01{1 Harbour.
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physical features of the place, which can have undergone no material
change in the long interval which has elapsed..
. 89. Nearly every trace of the original settlement on Chatham Island
has been entirely effaced. A few bricks and tiles and & roughystone
. jetty were the only indications of its occupation. The island is small,
about 6()0 yards in length by 150 m breadth, with undulating ground
and a good soil covered with ‘Vegetation, in which ave a few large
forest trees. There was tio indication of water anywhere, but, on bor-
' ing near the foot of a mound at the North end of the islet, it was
i found in o clay bed at the depth of twelve feet, and it instantly rose
to within five feet of the surface of the artesian well.
. 40, The small strait intervening between the islet and the south-
_orn shore of the harbour is shallow, with a racky bottom, being a con-

' Bnuation of Blair's reef. The water evidently canme therefore from

that side, where it was subsequently discovered in abundance.

41. The North shore is high, rising abrupily nearly 300 feet, with
Jedges of cultivable land on its southern aspect. The ridgesare formed
of sandstone, which was found to contain several water-courses,
two of which are mentioned by Blair, and to abound in bamboos, cane,
. rattan, and a sufficiency of large forest trees for building purposes.
. Good clay for bricks is abundant, and the supply of sandstone for

puilding inexhaustible for piers, jetties, the metalling of roads, and
~ any other purpose that may be needed. The coral reefs in the more

) égp;gsed bays would furnish an unlimited stock of fine lime. Further,
limestone of the finest quality is procurable on a promontory about a

o _:Ié;;f'?s"éﬂﬂ:fll'él?‘_n._fo'ld- Harbour, and a few miles to the north of Long
' Island. The luxuriance of the vegetation, and its great variety may

vo assumed to ‘be good proof of the fertility of the soil, especially

i when brought under reég‘ul_é,r cultivation. i

. 492. The rocks bordering it abound in oysters and other shell fish,
~ and the harbour itself being quite open to the East with a tidal in-
flux and affiux, will doubtless prove a rich fishery.

. 43. The helt of mangrove bordering this side of the port is not very
extended, and could scarcely prove a source of disease to any settle-

|

et
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ment of the southern and western slopes of the hills. They could,
moreover, be cleared away without much difficulty.

44 The land at the western end of the bay is also elevated, su p-
plied grith n fresh water, and seems to be very much of the same charac=-
ter as that of the northern side.

45. Mangrove Bay we did not examine, as although it probably
leads to a Sunderbund, its position “in the north-west corner of the
harbour is such as to remove it from the course of the prevailing
monsoons, and thus to prevent its becoming a source of nnhealthi-
ness to the Seftiement.

46, If bunded so as to shut out the sea, the extreme rise of which
is only seven feet, it can doubtless be reclaimed hereafter, and form
good rice land, as at Kyouk Phyoo in the Island of Ramree on the
coast of Arracan, which has been rendered both healthy and produc-
tive by an embankment of the nature referred to.

47. The land on the southern aspect of the harbour is lower, even
more plentifully supplied with water, and from the character of its
dense and multiform vegetation seems to possess a richer and more
promising soil, Among the plants identified were a few coconut

trees, a thatching palm, some varieties of acacia, tree ferns, the hams

'bob, the rattan, cane, and others not necessary to record.

48. In many places, particularly where directly exposed to the sea,
there is little or no mangrove skirting it.

49. Ross’s Island at the entramce of the harbour is £ of a mile
long by % a mile aft its broadest part, islow on the western side,
gradually rising to an elevation of about 160 feet on its eastern shore,
the rock being sandstone. It acts as a hreakwater against the North-
EBast Monsoon, and appears from the hospital having been placed
there formerly, to have been used as a sanitarium, for whieh purpose
it appears to us to be well adapted. 1t is bounded by smooth rocks
on its sea face, and contains large forest trees, with vigorous and not
very rank under vegetation,

50, We found no water on it, and no vestige of its former 0cCUpa.-
‘ _'twn but, from the character of the adjacent land and the shallowness
~of the bay sepamtmg it from the main land fo the southward, we have




no doubt that; bmmo wou]d have | found 1t It is mﬂre than probables_". cats A O
that when the early hoapltal existed on 1(; that the supply of water
" wais obtained from a well, but on this amd many other points of inters |
 est and importance, the précis furnished to tho Comumittes contiing |
no_r mfarma{ﬁon whatever. The oﬂgmal report ai‘ Lleutenaut ma- AR

d '_'ar}r ca.re m the é:onstructmn qf__
n. o;canservguuy m&agﬂmgntq, > mw,f-

© sfeew havSouthward o Rllt- i
i ]and Island -.;.Ihef -cgaat was undulatmg, hilly, mth-

oub mangrove, and anded i a hold bluﬂ at ‘the
A IRERERN AR ' Qq
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entrance to Macpherson’s Strait. The southern face of the Great
Andaman was fringed with mangrove, but it was not deep, and could
nof in any way affect the health of a settlement at Old Harbour.
58. We devoted two days to sailing round Rutland Island, and the '
examination of a part of its Eastern shore, as well as of one of the
Cinque Islands in its vicinity. The former is a fine extensive tract of
land billy at its northern end, well wooded, and flatter in the rest of
ity oxtent. Tt is appa,rently well supplied with water, must be healthy
from its position, and the character qt its vegetation renders it px ob-

able that it possesses a fortile soil.

50. The harbour in Macpherson’s Straif is accessible from the east-
ward ot allseasons of the year, and possesses safe anchorage for vessels
of any burthen. Access from the western side would be difficult and.
dangerous in the South-West Monsoon ; and the whole of that side of |
theisland exhibited proof of the vlolcnoe of the weather to which it

is suh;ected during a gleat part of the year.

.....

landmﬂ phc

61, Tt is, thevefore, in all respects inferior to Old Hathour for & -
Settlement ; yet it may become very valuable hereafter, should the
Andamans be colonized. |

62. The second of the Cinque Islands would form an excellent
isolated station for very rvefractory convicts, who needed entire separa-
tion. It is three miles in length by one in breadth at the broadest
part, is unusually well supplied with water, and is separated suffi-
ciently from all other land, to render escape from it next o xmposmble
It is fertile in some parts, and would most likely prove very healthy,
but searcely contains a sufficiency of land for cultivation to maintain
a sottlement. During the North-East Monsoon it is easily accessible,

but approach to it would be somewhat difficult in the South-West.

Monseon. A landing could always however be effected at its Northe
East corner with a little care,

63. Its distance from Old Harbour being only 24 miles, it could -
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without much trouble be easily superintended, vivited, and supplied
from that place, if necessary, at all seasons of the year.

64, We did not examine the Labyrinth Islands, as they werc evi.
denily unsuitable for convict settlements, being
elosely surrounded by veefs, difficult of access, too
olose to each other, and probably not abundantly supplied with water.
They are flat, and covered with dense, lofty, and luxuriant vegeta-
tion. They may prove valuable hereafter, as from their position they

must be healthy. _
« 65, On proceeding northward along the western coast, which near |
Discovaey of a new s | the southward of the Great Andaman is very free
Mathons from mangrove on its sea face, we found a fine
spacious harbour not visited or deseribed by Blair, to the soufh.west
of Old Harbour. The land at its eastern end is within two miles of
* the wostern extremity of Old Harbour. It is surrounded by a narrow
belt of mangrove which is so placed as not to be able to affect injuri-
ously the health of any Settlement in Old Harbour. A short road,
little more than two miles in extent, would here connect the eastern
and western shores, a point of some importance in their future occu-
pation, as by opening up and clearing the intermediate land, a healthy
sea breeze could be obtained during both monsoons,

63. The new harbour is unfortunately accossible only from the
South through the passage between the Labyrinth Islands, a naviga-
tion far too difficult and dangerous to be used by vessels in distress
during the South-West Monsoon. On attempting to run parallel to
the coast in steering Northward, the coral reefs, whiok are here very
oxtensive, were found to be too near the surface to admit of the
passage of a vessel of even sﬁcl{"_'ﬁght draft as the Plulo, the water
shoaling suddenly from 8 to 1§ fathoms. An attempt to stand to
gea in the directior. of the North Centinel failed from the same cause,
so we had to return through the Labyrinth to the southward.

67. We next proceeded to Port: Campbell, a very fine harbour,
but at all times difficult of entrance or exit, on
account of the direction and cxtreme narrowness

202

Labyriuth Islands.

Port Cnmp'bru.
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of t.he daep water ch mnel at its mouth. It is, therefortf, unsmted frfo

Al o

'termr ot t o mland. R
- 69, le Birait was in the greater part of its exteﬂt bounded by--_-'r'-,-, by

very deep patches of stunted mangrove, the growth of that Iﬂ&ntfv '
being evidently checked by the quantxty of fresh water tha.t Rallg’ it
into the Strait doving the riins. At present, they must render

setl.lement, 80 Wo ‘did not examine it minutely. .0 i
- 68, Atter this the Committee proceeded through the Eltf_az {
separating Middle from South And&man 'y, asce

Middle Simf. "
| toin, if possible, the physlo*ﬂ fpatnrea of bha m

land lyi ing in  a north-easterly diregtion extremely unhealthy Iff Lt
reclanned hereafter, they might form rich i ‘e lands. |

70. On leaving the Middle Strait, we agamn prmeeded Norfhwar‘d

o) I“ 'l
Interview Folun O omrmt g

71, This fine Tsland lying parallel to, and at a small dlatance from' il

the main dand, forms a large and secure harbgur open for 1ngressg_'_'
and egross at both North and South @xtrem.mes, hut well sheltered

from the violence of the South- Wost Mongoon. It is surruundod by | i

a belt of mangrove everywhere, except “ab7its St?mthem ‘end, where
the land is hlgher and more healf lookmg It is covered with

~ dense vegetfttmn and seemed to be-well watered. In all its other char-

acters it bears a strong resem’bla.nce to the remaining islands on the

western shore, heing little olévated, and bearing evident marks of the =
exposure to the violeneé of tlie elements to which they are mb.'.lected" R

in the South-West Monsoon, | |
#9. Tt iz more thickly peopled than mest parts of the coaqt but'.
appears to share the general deficiency of animal life remarked in the. |
whole group. ' § eyt
73. It may prove a valuable settlement hereafter, and fmm it
free exposure to the sea in the greater part of its extent would most
likely bo healthy ; but it is, in all essentials, so mamfestly lnfermr to
Old Harbour, that a very minute exammatmn of it was deemed un-

necessary.

to Interview Island, the last place examined by the o
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74, Laudl'ail Island uud the Cucow were not exp.urml Phe former

Landfa) Toland wnd " only was looked at, but as hoth of them are too

£he L oco. directly in the track of commerce, and are deficient

in harbaurs, they ave evidontly not suited for convies sattlaments 3 no
{ime was, therefore, wasted in exploring them. '

w5 The land on the northern part of the western shoro is everys

Genernl appearancs of where much lower than the cormspomhng poltmuq

‘thie Wentern Co 8t = of the eastorn coast.

%6. An attempt to approach the opening in the western end of the

iR str’s@it-,_;.supposed to'exist between the Northern and Middle Andamans,

failed, the steamer grounding on acoral bank at a distance of two

miles from the entrance. As the strait, in these circumstances, is

-...u‘tfn'érly useless for the purposes of umigation, no further time was

j spent in exploring it.

iy 58 8 eonclusmn the Committee are of opinion that Old Harbour

0ld Harbour. s flie only place that possesses the greater number

of the requisites fur a Penal Settlement, and they accordingly recom-

mend its oceupation for that purpose, in preference to any other of

the localities nsfted and examined,
A They cannot refrain from taking adv: mtuge of this opportunity
Tribote to Lientewsnt  £0 Tecord their admiration of the great judgment
Bl of Lieutenant Blair, in originally sclecting that
“spot, and of his acourasy A5 a Hydrographer.
79. They ai_ls,g,bagfm"ﬁuggest that, as considerable practical incon-
| venieave may result hereafter from the identity of names in the "two
- former settlements, that the name of the Old Harbour may be changed
to Port Blair, in honou?hof that distinguished Officer.
80. 8o little is known of the inhabitants of the Andamans, and
Ribuoloiy of tha that little is so mixed up with fable and fiction, as
- Avdamans. to ha% induced the Gomlmttee to pay. more than
ordinary attention to all measures caleulated to open an awieuble in-
tercourse with them, and to throw light upon their habits and cus-
toms. From first to last they rejected every attempt at conciliation,
and either avoided, or forcibly opposed all attempts to hold comunu-
pion with them., : !
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81. Traces of them were found on Chatham Island and the shores
of Port Cornwallis generally, but no nafive was seen there,

82. The first contact with them ocourred at Cragey Island. On _;.-" / /i
rounding that place to anchor under its shelter,__a largs party of them.;‘;”_"__.' i
were surprised fishing on a reef running ont from the mainland, witl| J

a few separated from them on a sandy spit of__,;‘ih’e island. The lattpr
we conjecture to have been women, and they had a small cance lying /-

on the beach. ' As soon as the steamer had anchored, the Commiitee

landed in two well armed boats. J'Tha"peg-p];b who had been seer on

the islet had disappeared in the dense juagle which covered it, In |

the canoe, which with its contents wasleft exactly as it was .fi'ln:und-, |

beads and looking glasses were placed, and the party immediately re-
- embarked, to show the natives that their intentions were friendly, and
free from even the semblance of hostility.

83. During and previous to the time ovcupied by this proceeding,
the men on the reef, ten or twelve in number, exhibited every sign of
the most implacable hostility, They gesticnlated violently, wvocifera-
ted, waived bows and arrows, and one of them brandished a spear with
a metallic head, which gleamed brightly in the rays of the setting
sun. Another of them waded to his waist in the sea, howled defiance,
and shot a couple of arrows in the direction of the steamor.

84. They were all naked, and intensely black. They appeared

strong, well built, sturdy men of middle size, und did not exhibit the.

smallest fear of us.

85. We approached to them as close as the surf on the reef -péﬁn?it'_. '

ted, waiving bandkerchiefs, and shouting the" word Padoo which is

givenin a voeabulary published in the Asiatic Researches by Cole-
brooke as signifying “ friend ” in the language of the natives of the
Andamans. i |
86. All was in vain, and as the Committee were most desirous fo
avoid collision with them in their angry mood, which might have
besn caused by a belief that their women were in danger, the boats
were withdrawn, and pulled to the Southward to seeka safe landing
place preparatory to searching for signs of fresh water. Five of the

L

)




WITH THE ANDAMANESE. | | | 231

savages ran along the beach for more than a mile, and then disap-
peared in the jungle.

§7. On rounding a point some two miles from the reef, a. shelving,
shingle beach was found, on which a landing was effected. There was
a large hut close to it, which was serupulously respected, and presents
were placed in it. Sentries were posted near the boats to prevent
surprise, and the party proceeded northward along the ghore, to look
" for a watering place. The advanced guard had scarcely walked a hun-
dred yards, when arrows were fired a them from an open patch of
jungle. The attack was immediately repelied by a volley of musketry,
which did no damage, but frightened away the savages, who were not
again seen that evening. As it was getting dusk, it was not deemed

~ ~prudent to run any further risk of collision. The party was, therefore,

re-embarked Without fusther adventure.

88, On the following morning, the canoe was found to-buva haon
removed, and for some time ho natives were scen. As the steamer
was lenving they reappeared, and repeated thelr pantomime of hosti-
lity and defiance.

87, Thus ended the first attempt to become a.cqua.mted with the
dreaded Anthropophagi.

90. The Committee are particular in relating the incidents con-
nected with their first essay, as the same spirit of conciliation marked
all their efforts, and in every instance in which collision occurred, the
aggressors were the savages,

91. On four oceasions they attacked the approaching party, and
were repolled without bloodshed. On two others they disappeared,
- leaving their huts with fires still kindled, and their canoes at the mercy

of the Committee. Bows, arrows, nets, and such of their utensils or
weapons as were calenlated to throw light on their customs, were taken,
their canoes and dwellings were respected, and preaents were invariably
left in them.

92, The last attempt to approach them was the least happy in its
results, and occurred where an untoward end was least to be expected
.93 Tt happened at South Reef Island, near the southern extre-
mity of Interview Island. All published accounts of the Andamans




:-'lhey hawe‘ heen. .d ‘ ,13@’1 as md1m, in d1seha,rgmg‘”
wreoked vessels, and performing ofhor acts of almty | -
 Committeo to helieve that they diffored essentially from all e
the ahorigmes with whom they had vainly striven to e ]i:lhhhs;
'ralatmns, and that thmr advanices would at Iength be met
spm{; in which they were offered, |
O, Aftor steaming round Int;ervmw Island to ascartmn its gener
' physmal characters, the Pluto passed to tho Bouthward of SOuth_;.B-e_&
| (dsland, and hadtturnod again to the N orth, when a gﬂmp of aatives, "
‘about 30 i in numbher, were observed assembled together on the beach, -«ﬂ""’““’"’w
gazing quietly at the stoamer as she passed.  Thore were soven canoes. '

.]qu on the haaehy and the party were evidently w*utmg for thc low
tide to fish on the reef,

. The Committes lett the qi.emmvr in thc first cutter ; 'Ihe second
(nmm- followed as a support in. case of neod under bhe charge Qf s
Mr. Cotgrave, Midshi pman of the Semrmms e
96. On approsching the igland, the natlvos had taken to thelr
eanoes ; the boats followod, and soon gained upon them.  All arms wore. i
carefully concealed ‘and all gestures calenlated to aiarm the natwe,g ._:
were avoided, 'When within a hundred yarda of them they exhibrbed i

bows and arrows, and hegan the asual: gestures of hoatzhty, exﬁ.etly as.
w:tnaswd on the enst eu[mtz

97, 'Chree of their eanoes were 1solated from the 1‘cst The jen S
the firsh cutter coased rowine, and the hoat drifted qmetly tO%?a;‘(fg“‘B*mew*M
them. Handkerchiefs wore waived, prosents were held up and shmm, :
the shiboleth, Padoo, was shouted, and no act of hostllxty was eomtmt-
ted by anyons in the cutter. | | --

98. The leading canoe was seon to be gradually edgmg away and
when w1th,m about fifteen yards of us, the men in all the canoes
simultaneously started up, and d:scharged a ﬂlght of arrows at the:
first cutter, with considerable force and premslon. : Lzeutanant ﬂeath-

cote, a seaman, and D, Mouat 5 ]emadar were struck wﬁ;h ar.r_ows e
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in the first eutter, and one man was wounded in the same manner in
the second cufter, which had come up by this time. As the savages
were well sup:ﬂmd with arrows, and were about to repeat their aggres-
sion, the Committee opened fire upon them. Three of them were
shot dead, and the rest abandoned their canoes to swim to the shore,
which the greater number of them were seen to reach in safety. The
moment the natives were unable to continue the uction, the ecutter’s
~ erew were ordercd to cease firing, and no pursuit was attempted, as
the savages were considered to have been sufficiently punished for
their aggrossion.

 99. One of the natives, when in the water, seized a strap thrown
to him from the second cutter, and was taken on board. The Com-
mittee deliberated anxiously as to the disposal of this man, whether
to release, or to garry him to Caloutta. They ultimately decided on
the latter conrse as the one required by the interests of humanity,
although attended with hardshlp to the individual, until he can be
instructed suﬁe;lently to know the reasons which led to his removal
from his countrv and kindred.

100. In the future occupation of the Andamam, it is of the utmost
importance to the wretched outcasts occupying its shoves, that the
means of communicating with them should exist. They are at pre-
sent either so savage or so ignorant as to regard all new-comers as
enemies, to resist all attempts at intercourse as aggressions, and to
put themselves out of the pale of humanity by the violsnce and mis.
trust of their proceedings. The contact with civilization in such
cireumstances can only end in their destruction, whereas if they can
be persuaded that no harm is intended to them, it is not visionary to

hope that the nieans of reclaiming and restoring them to a place in

ihe human family, which they do rot now ozeupy, may be found.

101. 1t may also be the means of saving the lives of those wh 5
may hereafter be cast away on their dreaded and inhospitable shoves,
should the savages bo taaght, that to treat them kindly will be to be
rewarded, while murder and violence will meet with the most certain,
gwift, and stern punishment. '

102, To asceriain toeir manners and customs, and to establish

2
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their identity with any existing portion of the Neam ra.oe, to which

they clearly belong, would solve the mystery of ages, #nd le&d to a

knowledge of the probable manner in which Asiatic Islands came to

be occnpied by an African people.

. !

become of the unfortunate castaways is also of the despest interest,

~ and may lead to the rescue of any unfortunate individuals who may

" be in capfivity among them, should such exist. This is by no means

1mprohahle, as we have every reason to doubt that the savages are

cannibals, and found evidence that slnpwreckq are not uncummau on
these islands.

104. All these objects can only he acnomplmhed through the
instrumentality of a native of the islands, old enough to be acquain-
ted with their manners, customs, language, and traditions, if any
exist, and not too old to be beyond the reach of instruction. To
himself, once the shock of the severance of his ties and associations iz
past, the end can only be one of advantage, in reseuing him from a
precarious existence in the lowest scale of humanity, and in rendering
him the instrument of muech probable future good to his own race.

105. For these reasons, the Committee venture earnestly to hnpe
that their proceedings will meot with the a.pproval of the Right
Hon’ble the Governor General of India in Couneil, and that_. steps
will be taken to train and educate the individual referred to, so as to
gain a knowledge of his language, and to send him back to the
Andamans to be the means of communication between the Settlement
and the inhabitants,

106. The identity in the construction of their huts and i’m{ple.
ments of all kinds, in the making and management of their CaTLoes,
and in fheir habits, so far as they could be learnt from the littls the
Committee were able to see of them, lead the Commiftee to believe
that the same tribe occupy the whole of the Group examined,

107. They are evidently dwarf Negroes, with all the physical
characters of Africans. They appear not to exceed five feet in height,
to be strong and tolerably well built, and all those We saw were in
good condition., -

103. To gain some knowledze of recent shtpwracka and what has
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108 They frequent reefs and rocks where shell-fish exiut in abun-
‘dance and ave easily eaught. When they bave exhausted one place
they migrate to another. At Port Oampbell, we found hue village
vecently abandoned, and another in conrse of construction, the palms
covering the huts bemg gleen and frosh. The latter yrag mthm 4

iy mlle of the former.

109; In no place did we dlscover the smallest 'Ittemp fo cultivat'e
the soil; or to penctrate to the interior. The few pathe we found
were short in extent and led to water-courses; beyond them the
primeval forest was untouched and unfrodden by man.

. 110, Their huts are rude and open on all sides. Tn general, they
' wnsmt of four: postst, thie two anterior being much higher than the

e posterior ones, which are close to the ground. Tle former varies

B ‘each other,

~ from three or four to about ten feet in haight. The thatch gener ally
" consisted of a; Zfaw palm leaves 11§5hﬂy bound together u:Ld ovellap_pmrr

111, In e‘ﬁ' ry v:liage thﬁre ware oné or two huts of laropr dimen- -
sions, some tWelve or fourteen feét square, with Well thqtched roofs
plaited on a rattan frame.

112. One guadrangular hut was seen supported on corner posts,
with the eaves of the thateh within a foot and a half of the ground.
Mast of the others were quitd open in front and af the sides, the
rear being protected by the thatoh reaching nearly to the ground.

- 118, In many of the huts, bunches of the skulls of fish, pigs, and
tortoises were hung up. The skalls were variously marked of red
colour. Near all the huts were found an abundanee of empty shells,

114. The canoes are scooped out of the trunks of treecs and vary
considerably in size. The prooess must be extremely” tedious, as it is
performed by a dwarf adze with a woaden head, in which a small,
sharp, semi-cireular blade of iron beaten ont, is placed, This is
sharpened ona stone, which was mvamably found with i5. The canoes |
are propelled by bamboo poles and paddles, the latter consisting of a
handle about three feet and a half long, with a smali blade, either
pointed or cirenlar at the end, Many of them were ornamented by
cross lines of red paint. -

2R &
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115, The canoas Whmh put to sea are armed mth an outriggpr,'
very similar to that used by the Oingalese,

116. In the canoes were found small }:mnd-nets, bows and awrows,
nets aontmnmg empty ‘shells, old mnails, bits of stone, and mmllar'__'g_}__l--_,__.'

rubblsh il AR
117. One largea strong net, with immense meshes, and aamgulay

floats, was taken. It appears to be used for catching turtle, as it

must be too large for any fish under the size of a shark, and not strong
enough to capture the latter. The floats ave pieces of wood, four feof

ian 13115-;11, with a sheaf of shavings at the end. The net had_ stanes':'_” i

attached to it as weights. : i
118, Their weapons consist of bows and arrows, of two k.mds."-' |
One form of bow is flat and gracefully formed, the fjl:hel much
stronger and rougher.
119. Photographs of all these will be submltted as soon as they
can he taken. | |
120. The arrows are of seveml kinds, and geuerally about four feet
in length, Some of them are of simple, hard pointed wood let into a

straight reed. ~Others are pointed with iron wnd barbed. Some of )

the barbed heads are attached to the veed by a strong cord waxed"
and. tied to both the head and shaft of the arrow. _
121. In some of the huts were found what appear to be shlelds ot

hard red wood, of considerable s1ze, but of which the probable useis

not well determined.

122, They manufacture a tough cord feiri a strong fibrous barks
and scoop out blocks of wood for vessels to contain fresh water.
The usual drinking cup is an emptynautilns shell. -

123, They have small wicker baskets, which are fastened ta the- ;
waist when fthey are fishing, by a coil of strong ecoarse flat cord, of
which three or four folds were seen round their bodies. To the end
is attached a piece of iron beaten into the form of a kmfe blade, prob-
ably to open shells.

124, The only vegetable food found in their canoes or habitations
was the fruit of the mangrove, a large leguminous bean, and some
wild spinach, The former is sliced in shreds, and pla,ced to spak in
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fresh water in a small, olosely woven net. We did not ascertain

whether they are eaten cooked or raw. '

195. The inhabitants seen by wus were all enfirely naled. The '
top of the head and the anterior part of tho chest were covered by a
red clay, which was found kept in large shells. Their bodies are
scarred in lines by a cutting instrument, being a savage form of
tattooing. '

126. All hair is removed from theic scalps and bodies with the
exception of the upper lip of the men, where a scanty amount of
stunted woolly hair was seen,

127. No indication of cannibalism was found in connection with
their dwellings, not a human bone or relic of any deseription being

e “found, either of their own dead, or of the bodies of the people wrecked

on their coast.
128, The two largest villages seen were on Lhe southern shore of
'Old Harbour, the one containing twenty-two, the other fourteen huts.
In general, three or four huts were all that were found togethor,

120, We had no means of estimating even approximately the prob-
able population of the Great Andaman, and from the migratory
habits of the people, it will be dificult fo form any accurate conclu-
sion on the subject. They were in larger numbers on the western,
than on the eastern coast, so far as we could see.

ekiiad R 130, 'The jsla-nd called the Great Andaman is
T:&:ﬁf of the Graat about 125 miles long, with a breadth varying from
five to sixteen miles.

13L Ita length runs North and Soath in the 93° of Bast Longi-
tude, and between the 11th and Mth“i}arallels of Noerth Latitude.

132. Strietly, the Grreat Andaman is formed by three 1ala.nds dis-
tinguished as North, Middle, and South,

133. The two latter are separated by a strait averaging s
quarter of a mile in breadth and extending for twelve miles North-
West and South-East. It has a considerable depth of water all
through, but the eastern entrance, owing to the presence of a bar, has
only a depth of one and a half fathoms, The two former are separ
rated by a labyrinth of narrow channels meandering through the

24



| swampa, but there ..f:m”rnu dmtmct passage or strmt, ef whmh.. the.. iy
' existence'is mdmatesl as probal:le in Lieutenant Blair’s b art. |

184 Lﬂoking at ﬁhe Great Andaman as one island, a aectf&:i Uff R

it from east tp WBaﬁ-_'would exh ibit something of this form i

i S o a0 L

'I'hea htghes.t land wherever seen is on the eastun, and gradually
descends towards its western shore. |

185. The water-shed is, therefore, chiefly towards the Waast zmd
consequently it is on that side of the island that marshy losalities will

most probably abound. At |
186, A seetion of the island from North to South shows the axist.
enco of several elevated ridges which have all one c%mmctemshe in
common, their highesh point is towards the North. nnd they gr adlm.liy

decrease in height to the Sonth, until they twmmate either in low

marsh land as ot Andaman Strait, or in undulatmg land of moder&te
clevation as to the south of Old Port Corntvallis. | .

137. Rutland Island, which in faet mlght ‘be looked on as a con- i
tmuatton of the Great Audaman, has ‘also its hxgh mountains which |
gra.dual]y sink towards tha South mﬁo a suecession of low und ulatmg
hills, '

138." To the North of Porh Gomwa‘llm the island is formwd of
series of low hills, baving the usual outline common fo trap foxim.a,-_-
tions,

130, Trmediately to the South from that port, the land rises untll
about seven miles to the South, it reaches its highest elevation 1 1 the
Saddle Mountain, the height of which is 2,400 feet. It then gmdu-
ally docreases for the next 14 mlles, when the IXls terminate and there
is some extent of land similar in character fo the Sunderbund ¥, low
swamps covered with mangroves, and mterseeted by narrow c:anal-
like passages, filled or half empty as the. tide rises and falls

1
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140. A few miles to the South, the land again reaches a consi-
derable olevation and retains it for 18 miles, when it resumes a lower
character, but we are unable to say to what extent, as this portion of
the coast opposite the Archipelago was not exariined.

141. At the eastern entrance of Middle Strait, hills are again
prominent, become moreso a few miles to the South, pass Old Har-
bour, and terminate at Macpherson’s Straits.

1149, Of the Geology of tho island we have mot had sufficient
~ opportunities to warrant any detailed description.,

143. Specimens of rocks have been collected i{rom every locality
where we landed, but it will require some time, and the assistance of
a practical geologist to arrange and classify them, |

144, In an economical point of view, the discovery of extensive
beds of silicious sandstone, and limestone, is important, as affording a
supply of materials necessary for a settlement.

145. The hills throughout the Island are covered from their
cummit to their base with luxuriant vegetation, and will supply any
amount of material for building and other purposes. They ivclude
Bamboos, Palms, and Rattans, as well as timber trees. \

146. On the Bast coast as far South as Long Island, there is a
great deficiency of wafer; we noticed few running streams.

144. 1t is probably in consequence of this, that there are so few
birds in that part of the izland.

148, At01d Port Cornwallis where water abounds, there were
numerous birds, but our ocecupations did not permit of any collection
worthy of note being made.

149, The only Mammal whose existence we ascertained was the
Pig, their skulls being found suspended in the huts of the savages.
150. Throughout the expedition we found the * General chart of
G _ the Andamans” by Lioutenant Archibald Blair
ydrographieal fea i i :
tures of  the Orest (a2 manuseript copy of which was obtaiced from
Spenei. the Surveyor General’s Office prior to leaving
Caloutta) of the greatest use. It has always proved a safe and cer-
tain guide to all those parts of the islands which had been examined
by him in detail, and it was only in those spots where his survey has
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been less minunbe that we have found it to be at all defé;dtife, an:'d all
these localities have been found to be of such a nature as to be of no
pr: actical utlhty, ‘either in themselves, or from bemg beset with
dangers which remders them so. Thus we found the gtrait which
connects Port Andaman with Stewart’s Sound to be 1mpulsqable even
for a boat at low water, and the western coast in the paraqe] of Old
Port: Uornwallis is so deeply fringed with coral as to rendpr the fine
harbour, which was there discovered, and has been before alluded to,
all but useless. ; | |
151. Bat those places which have been attentwely surveyed as
evinced by the fullness of the detail represented on the chirt, sueh as
Old and New Port Cornwallis, Rutland Island, Port Camphell, ete.,
we found to be in exactly the same condition as delineatell by ‘Blair
nearly 70 years sgo.  This was particularly observable in the Middle
Strait, where islets of only 50 yards' in length appear in precisely
the same state, both as to size, elevation, and position, as that repre-
sented by the first surveyor. The very vegetation upon thera would
give the idea of its being the growth of only the last Monsoon, and
the only signs of age are the dead stemsand branches of trees standing
amongst the low mangrove, stunted by want of the free access of the
waters of the ocean. ' Al
162. The permanency of the features of this passage it no doubt
attributable in the first place to the hard sandstone formation, which
is prevalent in the neighbourhood and which forms the foundation of
these islets, as well as of the points which govern theé windings of
the strait ; further, the tides are week and carry no silt  with them
and the drainage is merely that of the adjacent hills, which would
amount in the aggregate to 50 square miles, and this being distri-
buted along the whole length of the Strait, is far too small to effect

it. _
158. The whole of the shores of the Andamans are skirted by con-

tinuous coral reefs. Coral abounds in every bay and is strewn in
broken pieces on every beach. These reefs are far more extensive,
and form dangers to a far greater distance from the land on the West
side than on the East, depths of 100 fathoms being found in many
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places on the eastern shore within three miles of the coast, and gene-
rally at a distance of five miles, whereas on the western shore the
veofs extend and form dangerous patches at a distance of twenty
and twenty-five miles from the land, a fact the probability of which
ig sufficiently indicated by the geological feature of the Islands, the
general dip of the stratified rocks being to the eastward and ata
high angle, sometimes as much as 75% !
154, We were unable to make any ohservation on the growth of
the coral, both on account of the chart being on too small a scale for
~ guch a purpose, and onr own time not permitting,
155, Navigation amongst cora) must at all times be hazardous, and
the most minute survey may fail to detect some of the isolated rocks

. formed by the insect, of the approach to which no warning is to be

~ found. The banks which exist 5o far to the westward must always
' p*ro_vé_;&n impediment to the prosperity of & colony established at Inter~
view Island, or in any part of the western coact. '
156, The hydrographical features of the several places visited
have so direct a bearing on the point we are called upon to decide,
that it has been thought better to include them in the general
deseription of those localities where they will be found.
157. 'We axe happy to bave it in our power to report that, not-
el At .vfjfithsta.nding - the constz‘ant exposure of our party
| | % in boats, and in penetrating primeval jungle mnever
before traversed, not a single case of sickness ocourred from beginning
to end. | '

(84.) Freo.J. Movar, m.D., President,
' Surgeon, Bengal Army.
s GEORGE R. PLAYFAILR, M.D.,
' Surgeon, Bengal driny.
. J. 8. HEATHCOTE, | :

Lieutenunt, I. N.
23
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No. 87, dated the 15th January, 1858,
From,-~C, BpADON, EB(I., Senmtnry’ to the Government of India, .
Po—-Captain H, MAN, Executive Engineer and Superintendent of Convicts
at Moulmein.
It has been determined by the Right Hon’ble the Governor General
m Council to establish a penal gettlement on the Andaman Telands,
for the reception, in the first instance, of convicts sentenced to irnpri-

ff
il

and for other offences connected therewith, and eventually for the
roception of all conviets under sentence of transportation, whom, fox
any reason, it may not be thought expedient to send fo the Straits
Sottlements or to the Tenasserim Provinces, '

9. A Committoe, as you are aware, was recently appointed to ex=

amine these Islands, with a view to the selection ofa site for the

above purpose. The Committee after examining as ecarefully and
closely as possible all the localities in the coast which offer facilities
for the establishment of such a settlement, have reported decisively in
favour of the old harbour on the East Coast of the Great Andaman in
North Latitude 11°-42' | s

3. A copy of the'Committee’s report is forwarded for your inform-
stion. The Governor General in Council, after attentively consider-
ing the reasons given for the selection of Old Harbour, is satisfied
that it is a site, if not the best, at any rate admirably adapted for the
purpose in view. It is the one chosen as the place of a Settlement
by Licutenant Blair in 1789, known by experience to he salaubrious,
possessing abundance of wood and water, sheltered from the monsoon,
and particularly eonveniont for the loeation, separation, and manage-
ment of convicts of different classes. |

4, His Lordship in Council has determined therefore that a penal

cettlement for the objects above mentioned shall be established on
the Andaman Islands, and that a commencement shall be made at the
Old Harbour, which will hereafter be distinguished by the name of
Port Blair in honour of $lie Officer who discovered and acourately surs

veyed it upwards of 80 years ago, and by whom its advantages were

foreseen and appreciated,

/ sonment, and to transportation, for the erimes of mutiny and rebellion
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: 5. In forming the Settlement and taking the first steps towards
carrying sut the views of the Government of India ( to be pres-e‘r:tl y
a'xplained ) the Governor General in Council is desirous of availing
" himself of your experience in conviet management, and I am accord-
ingly directed to request that on the receipt of these instructions e
will prepare 1o proceed as soon as possible in the Pluto to Port Blair,
in order to make arrangements for the reception of the convicts who
will shortly be sent there, and to lay down the details of a plan for
their location, employment, and general control,

6. It may be assumed that the class of rebels and mutineers who
are sentenced by the Civil and Military tribunals to the secondary
~ punishment of transportation, or to imprisonment, will not. include
any of the worst offonders; and, thevefore, that the convicts with
swhom you will have to deal in the first instance, will, for the most
part, be men who have _be.en led to the commission of crimes against the
State by the example of others, and not men of a desperate or un-
manageable character. |
7. The Governor General in Council is therefors inclined fo think

that the bulk of the conviets on their arrival at the Betflement may
at once be put in a position analogous to that allowed to conviets of
the third closs in the Straits Settlements, and that the best among
them should be promoted at once to a olass similar to the second
class in the Straits, and employed as Sirdars or Tindals over fhe
others, Degradation to a fourth or lower class, and the imposition
of irons, may probably be reserved as punishments for the refractory.

‘8. The first step to be taken however is the selection of a site for
the residence of the Superintendent, for a barrack to accommodate the
guard of Europeans which it will be necessary to entertain there for
some time to come, for a store house, and for such other buildings as
may be required. Inthe opinion of the Governor General in Uouncil
the best place that can be chosen for this purpose is Chatham Island
in the centre of the harbour, and His Lordship in Council considers
that no time should be lost in clearing the island and collecting
materials for building. Whether the buildings shall be of masonry.

or whether they shall be of wood, such as those commonly used in the
212
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A
]':-urmese Provinces, kHis Lordship in bt)unell loaves to your judg-
maont.  The latter is probably to be preferred; and, astho climate

and other conditions of the island are similar fo those of Burmah, it

is essential that all buildings should be well raised on piles or pillars

aften the fashion wusually adopted by the Burmese. You will on no .

account omit this precaution, The clearance of the island should be
performed in the first instance by Burmese coolies, either free or con-
vict, ‘whom you can take with you from Moulmein for the purpose, and
should be carried on afterwards by the mutineer and rcbel conviets
on their arrival, Until the island is cleared and houses built, the
Superintendent and guard must remain on board the Plufo in the
first instance, and afterwards in a guard ship which will be provided
from hence for the service.

9. The Governor General in Council conceives that: oventually
when the Island is cleared and accommodation provided thereon for the
reception of the Superintendent and his guard, the main body of the

“oonviots will be employed in clearing and cultivating the main land
contiguous, and that none will be permitted to approach the Island,
but the few who may be employed by the Superintendent upon duties
which may make their presence there necessary.

10, Aslong as the Superintendent is obliged to keep his head-
quarters on board the Pluto or the guard ship, the rations for the cone
viets and coolies on shore should be served out over the ship’s side to
the persons appointed to receive them, and no mutineer or rebel con-
viet should under any circumstances whatever be permitted to go on
board either vessel. |

11. Qonvict lines should, if necessary, be established at first on
Chatham Island, and should consist of temporary hutsto be con.

v gtructed by the Burmese coolies or the conviets themselves, or of
pauls to be supplied for the purpose. The lines to be established on
the main land should be huts of a more durable character to bhe built
by the convicts under the guidance of Burmese artisans, and after an
uniform plan suitable to the climate and country and approved by the
Superintendent. From the beginning, whether on Chatham Island
or on the main land, and whether in tﬁ% constructlon of temporary




