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form the southern boundaries of the Bootan dominions. In 
most places it is now in a state of decay. The Bootia at pre­
sent possess about .five miles in breadth of the valley from the 
foot of the mountains through the whole extent of Camroop 
and Pebrujigln On the southern side of the Berbampooter, 
between Goalpara and Nagurhoyra lays Bisne. This; part of 
the country is noticed with some degree of accuracy in Ken- 
nell’-s Map, The Garroo mountains close the scene to the 
southward, a stream-Sows, at the foot of these which is navi­
gable in the. .seasons of inundation to a considerable distance, 
and falls into the Rerhanipooter above Goalpara,

The district of Summooria occupies the southern bank of 
the Berbampooter at Nagurboyra Hill, behind and farther to 
the south is the. Burhdooaria. Purgunreiis at 'the foot o? the'' 
Garroo mountains. Adjoining to the B.urhdooar to the east­
ward is the district of Nodooar, which extends easterly to the 
country of the Ranu.rajah. The Nodooria country is divided 
into nine shares whose- possessors are Rajahs, though at 
present the whole country is subject to two Princes or Rajahs. 
The Dooavs or Dewars are passes into the lofty .Garroo 
■Mountains.

Rawgaum, or the country of the Rani Raja extends in a 
similar direction as far as Bogoribaree Cnokey, and along the 
foot of the mountains to Okkooruralee causeway, which sepa­
rates Ranigawn from Bel tola, and runs from the lofty hills 
which surround Goahawtee, to the Garroo mountain called 
by the same title Okboor.

Goahmvtee occupies an extent of -hilly country on both 
banks- of the great stream ; the hills on each side form a spa­
cious amphitheatre, which -have - been- equally well fortified by 
nature and by art. It is the capital of lower Assam, and the 
residence of the viceroy or Burro Fokun. The natives of 
upper Assam apply the title of the Goaha.wtee to all the hilly 
country in that neighbourhood, including the district of Bel- 
tola, but the Goahawtia or inhabitants-of this quarter confine 
the appellation to the space within the five Chookees or 
guarded passes on the southern side, viz, 1. The Luttaril or 
Panichokee; 2. The Zoidewar; 3, The Dhurhum Dewar; 4. 
The Dewargonrila; 5. The Panroo, or Pandhoo Chokee. 
North Goahawtee occupies the space within the following 
passes through the fortified hills, viz, 1, Koneiboorukiboa;
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2. Sillar Choke©; 3. Khimloorigapa or Sindoorigbpa; 4, Fat- 
dewar ; 5. Korai or Pani Chokee, beyond these passes to the 
north, runs the province of Camroop, and the district of 
Sikree one of the principal places in Camroop. South Gci»- 
hawtee extends to Cajullimook, or to the mouth of the Cajulli 
river, noted as the ancient limit of the kingdom of Camprist 
or Camroop, which seems to have occupied all the countries 
on the south of the Berhampooter from Borritulla to Kapilli- 
nook; and on the northern side to have extended from the 
Curruttia or Corolla river in Bengal to the Dikolai river beyond 
D eh rung, At that early period Assam was called Khootnor- 
prist, and extended on both sides of the Berhanipooter as far 
as Khuddia or Suddia from these limits Cajullimook is distant 
to the eastward about 20 miles from the Nnttasil Chokey at 
Goahawtee. The interval is occupied by the Mekeer lulls; and 
by Tattimosa mountain at the foot of which is the residence 
of Panbooria Rajah; Bel tola does not extend to the eastward 
of Goahawtee, but fills the interval of valley between this 
fortress and the Garroo mountains.

Panbarree is a Small district separated on the west from 
Goahawtee and Beltola by the Mekeer hills; and on the east 
by a range of hills which ran from the banks of the river 
at Kajullimook towards the Garroo mountains. The plain 
which is nearly surrounded by those hills is about eight miles 
in length and six in breadth, while Beltola exceeds ten in 
breadth and twelve in length.

The Go ha and Sonapoor districts succeed to the south­
east, and lay between the Colony river, and this part of the 
Garroo, mountains which a re annexed to the Zevointa domi­
nions, or the Gentia of llenneil s map. These districts are 
about 10 miles in length, and five in breadth. They have 
Tattimora on the west, Zevointa and the Garros on the 
south. Dimurrooona the east, and the Colon© river, the whole 
extent of the north to its junction with the Berhampooter.
These though formerly appendages of the government of 
Goahawtee appear now to be under the joint dominion of the 
Zevointa and Diraurrooa governments. The country is inter­
spersed with small hills. It was formerly the channel of com­
munication with Bengal from every part of Assam through 
Zevointa and Sylhet, for all access by the Berhampooter was 
scrupulously prevented. This part of the country is elevated, 
and no where subject to inundation in the season of rains.
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C qjulH .—The angle above the junction of the Col one with 
the Berbampooter is occupied by the district of Coj.itHi, which 
does not exceed six miles in length It is bounded on the 
south by the Colone, on the north by the great stream, and 
the east and south-east by Surma hills, which line the banks of 
the Berbampooter from Cojullimook. It is interspersed with 
hills, Kajulli formed the western limits of Assam at an earlier 
period. It is subject to inundation, and the villages are chiefly 
situated on the sides of hills.

Mayungh,—-To the eastward of Coj ulli at the foot of the 
hills lays- Mayungh, under the government of a lesser Rajah ; 
it is separated to the southward from the Colone by a range 
of hills ; the Berhampooter and the Booraboori hills form its 
boundaries to the north. Part of It only is subject to inun­
dation, it is about eight miles in length and six in breadth.
To the eastward of Mayungh succeed Nogown, Littree Low- 
fcoah, Gorokia, Dehingh, and Silrabundb. The five latter 
situated on or near the banks of the Berbampooter.

Nogown occupies the interval between these and the Co­
lone river to the southward, and is bounded by Corung* on 
the eas t , it is about 90 miles in length, and probably not above 
4 miles In breadth, situated on a line of high ground on either 
bank of the Colone. It is not affected by the inundations of 
the Berbampooter, or of this river, the latter however', seldom 
overflows its banks, from Lowgua on the Berhampooter to 
Nogowrs on the Colone; the distance is about 40 miles; these 
districts are not contiguous, part of Littree and Dehingh are 
rather to the southward of Loqua and Silabunda, and imme­
diately border on Nogown. Beyond. Mayungh or the range 
of hills which intervene between Mayungh, and the river in 
regular succession to the eastward. I have already noticed 
the situations of the Gorokia, Littree, Loqua and Si la band a; 
contiguous to the latter, in the same direction lays Coliabur. 
Dehingh also borders on Littree to the eastward.

Corungi forms the confines of Nogown on the east, and 
occupies both banks of the Colone river, like the latter. It 
exhibits a square of about 40 miles. On the north lays a 
part of Silabunda; on the'south, the lofty range of Garroo 
mountains which obtain the appellation of Cos sari in this 
quarter.

Coliabur is contiguous on the north-east; and the famous 
causeway Rangulighur, separates it on the east from upper
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Assam. The mountains here incline towards the great stream, 
and the interval of low country is occupied by the Ronguli- 
gbur rampart, which, runs from the Colone near its junction 
with the -Berliawipooter, during a course of 10 miles to the 
southern mountains. GoUubur upon the whole may be reck­
oned about 100 miles from Cojuliimook.

Casirunga lies to the east and south-east of Rungulighur 
and Namdoyungh to the eastward aboveTvhonannook or So- 
narmkooh, the country here is low and subject to inundation.
It extends about six miles in length, from thecauseway to 
Bassa, and four in breadth to the foot of the mountains from 
Namdoyungh.

Namdoyungh | |  40 miles long, and 10 broad; it has Colar- 
pharit on-the west, Oupqrdoyungh on the east, Casirunga on 
the south; and the Berhampooter flows on the north. To- 
ghurrurgown,- Khoololgown, Atooniagown and Dehinghia- 
gown are the principal towns of this f l o u r i s h i n g  province.

Morunghi lies to the east of Casirunga, it is interspersed 
with small hills, covered with a wild and luxuriant vegetation, 
and is not subject to inundation. Tobungh, Khapecorti, and 
Lokcuv are the principal towns. It is a frontier district, and 
possessed a military station of 3000 men on the Rungaghurra 
hill, as a protection against the inroads of the mountaineers 
of Naga and Cosari, who are contiguous on the south. It is 
bounded on the north and east by Doyungh, Bassa, and the 
Dunstri river.

Colarphrmt extends to the east and north-east above Colia- 
bur, to the distance of 10 or 15 miles. It has Doyungh and 
Casirunga to the east and south.

Bassa is a considerable district about 10 miles in length, 
and eight in breadth. The Naga mountains rise to the sooth, 
Doyungh lays to the north, Dhooli to the east, and the Dun- 
siri flows on the west. It is a low country resembling Natou 
in Bengal, on a smaller scale.

Ouperdoi/ungh is contiguous to Bassa on the south, it has 
Deorgown to the east, Namdoyungh to the west, and the 
Dehingh river to the north. It is interspersed with small hills 
of red earth ; and is not subject to be overflowed in any part 
{luring the season of rains. Itamdoigown, Purbuttiagown, 
Kaburrurgown, Daikialurgown, and Rhadullagown, are its 
principal towns. Cosarilmt and Nagaphant are also places of
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note in this d istrict; winch forms a square of SO miles in 
length and breadth.

Deorgown, famous for the temple of Sadassi, ia eight miles 
long, and six. broad. It is an elevated country, on the hanks 
of one of the principal branches of the great river; which 
flowing through various channels in this neighbourhood forms 
several low islands, susceptible of cultivation.

GooroaMari C. ha pari (Chapari means island) is opposite to 
Deorgown, it is not of any great extent; but Majuli called 
by preeminence the island, lays in this direction and is very 
large, it is formed by the Dehingh river on the south, and 
the Looieheh on the north, to the west of this appears the 
Haddooati island opposite the mouth of the Dunkiri or Dun- 
siri river. It is 20 miles in length, and about 10 in breadth. 
Further to the west, and similar in size to the latter, lies Run- 
gaehapuri, facing Coorabai to the south. Between this island 
and Coorabai, is another small island, eight miles in length 
and six in breadth, named Nicori. I shall omit any further 
description of the islands at present.

Dhuli and Khiiole are to the eastward of Deorgown. The 
former is about six miles in length, and four in breadth.
The country is high, and is intersected by the Dhuli 
river, Sungigown lies near the banks, and Sungirghaut is 
the principal ferry, It is bounded on the south by the 
mountains.

Khiiole is about twelve miles long, and ten broad, tins 
district has much low ground. On the banks of the Caca- 
dunga, directly east from Deorgown, is established the Cus­
tom House of Khitalurphant

Zurhat is eight miles in length, and six miles in breadth.
It is bounded on the west by Dhuli, on the south by the high 
road which leads from Coliabur to the capital, Rungpoor; 
on the east by the Disoi river, and on the north by Coontia- 
pota. Gayangown, and Arriadherragown are its principal 
towns. The road to Munnipooc the capital of the Muggloo 
country (Meekly of the maps) preceded from this place over 
the Naga mountains, into Mounghi.

Tiuk. To the south of the great road from Coliabur isTiuk 
about twelve miles long, and eight broad; it is contiguous 
to Toratooli, a high country near the mountains, which is 
watered by the lazi on the soutli-west. It is eight miles in
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length, and six in breadth, The GiiurphuUia. establishment 
of the Ahum caste inhabits this district. •>

Khonanci tlie district of Ivhonanei, or ivhonarinei succeeds.
It is twelve miles in length, and ten in breadth. The country 
is very low, and under water in high inundations, which how­
ever do not last long. The great causeway or high road, 
raised to preserve the interior from the inundations of the 
Dehiugh, passes Ivhonanei in its progress from Deorgown, 
to the capital, Kungpoor. In the dry season the cause­
way is about two miles distant from the stream of the Dehingh.
It is a work of immense labour* Notegown, and Kotekee- 
gown, are the principal towns, and the ferry is established at 
Bhanderdoo ghaut. The strait road from this to the capital, 
is about ten miles in length.

Rungpoor—is the capital of Assam, or the military station 
of the real capital, Gurgown. The Dhekow river flows on 
the north, the Namdangh on the south. Singhdewar, or Si* 
nadewar, and the Duburriunniali rampart, or high road forms 
its security on the east. The fortress is built near the hanks 
of the Dhekow, round but at a considerable distance. The 
town of Caloogown, Gowrisaghurgown, Ikersmerialigown, 
Dooboorialigown, Muttermorago.wn, Koomargown, Maitaka, 
and Bhogbarri form a circle round Kungpoor, which is 
twelve miles in length, and about ten in breadth.

The barks of the Dhekow are connected by a lofty ram­
part with the southern mountains, through an extent of ten 
or fifteen miles. It was constructed in remote antiquity for 
the protection of Gurgown; which was the principal resi­
dence of the monarch, and of all the great officers of state.
The distance from Rungpoor to Gurgown is about 
miles. Gurgown is ten miles long and five broad. From 
Rungpoor westward of the Dhekow, to Saraideo the seat 
and centre of the ancient w orship of the Assamese conquerors, 
the distance may be estimated about eighty miles. The in­
terval is occupied by the following districts. Saringh, Ti~ 
pam, Met aka, Nazira, Atkbeil, Govmdurgown, and Roon- 
roongh.

Saringh, about thirty miles long and twenty broad is the 
property, and the general residence of the heir apparent en­
titled Saringh Rajah.

Tipam, belongs to his Coadjutor, and presumptive heir the
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Tipam Rajah* It does riot extend above twenty miles in 
length, and ten in breadth.

Met aka, borders on Singhdewar, it is six miles long, and 
four broad,

■Nazim, is fourteen miles long, and eight broad* The 
principal places in this district are, Gimmikgown, and Na- 
zirahath.

Atkheil, is' about fifteen miles in length, and five in breadth.
Govk/dhirgawn, is about twelve miles in length, and eight 

in breadth, it is noted for a Govindh cleul, or temple, ro- 
man tic ally situated on the banks of the Dhekow,

Moorirgongh, is about' ten miles in length, and six in breadth ,
It takes its name from a place of antient Assamese worship.
In their original language Roonroongh means God.

Sarcddm, is contiguous to Roonroongh. It is the princi­
pal seat of their former worship; and distant from Rung- 
poor about eighty miles. These districts which extend to 
the westward of the Dhekow river, are not subject to inun­
dations from the river.

Kendoogoori, is ten miles in length and five in breadth. It 
is a high country, and noted as the domestic residence of the 
Rurhpatur Gohaign,

Gar gown, the principal capital of the kingdom of Assam, 
and the usual residence of the monarch, is situated con­
siderably above Rungpoor on the opposite high bank of 
the Dhekow river. It is ten miles long, and five broad.
Since the insurrection of the . Moamorias, the city, palaces, 
and fort are all in a state of ruin. It is situate in Latitude 
27 degress Longitude 94, 29,

Burchola, is twelve miles in length, and eight in breadth.
Benganabafi, .is twenty miles in length, and fifteen in 

breadth. The Moamoria insurgents had depopulated the 
greater part of the districts of upper Assam , to the westward 
of Benganabari. This district however and all beyond it 
have been preserved by them in a considerable degree of 
population. Beyond this district succeed Tocobari, Ghur- 
cakur, XJbeipoor, arid a number of others in Decanparh, of 
which I could not procure any sufficiently correct information.

Tocobari, is thirty miles long, and twenty-five broad. The 
monarebs of the country at a period anterior to their removal 
to Gurgown and Rungpoor occupied a fortress at this place.
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^ '-^G u rc a ftu r , is a smaller district about fifteen miles in length 
and live in breadth. It is noted as the domestic residence of
the Surgi Dec’s Nowbeissa establishment.

Ubelpoor, is esteemed a v e ry  fine district, it rather exceeds 
forty miles in length and twenty in breadth.

.1 have already mentioned that Decanparh contains several 
extensive districts between Ubeipoor and Suddia, or Jvhud- 
dia, which forms the boundaries of Assam in that quarter.

Outreparh, as the third grand • division of Assam, or the 
Majuli, lies parallel to the districts of Decanparh, which have 
just been described, it might be deemed proper to enter on 
the description of the former, before I return to the provinces 
of Outreparh ; but it will prevent confusion if the great is­
land and its appendages are reserved for' the conclusion of 
this sketch. I shall therefore return to the eastern bounda­
ries of Camroop in Outreparh, arid describe the several dis­
tricts in succession from west to east, in the direction of 
their length.

Dehrungh, the province or principality of Delmmgh forms 
the eastern boundary of northern Camroop. It is divided 
from the latter by the Burronuddee. On the south flows the 
Berhampooter, the mountains of Bhotan, or more properly,
Comola Gohaign Ali, a causeway formed by Pretaubsing, 
which runs from Coosbeyhar through the whole extent of 
Assam to Suddia forms the boundaries of Dehrungh on the 
north. To the east lay the districts of Soontia, Cosarigown, 
and Seidewar or Saridew-ar. This principality forms a  square 
of about thirty miles. It is governed by a tributary prince.
The principal towns are Monglmldie, Simooagown, Tanga- 
atpogonigown, Paoniagown, Arringgown, Doonigown, Bata- 
coosihatlt, Ataringbiagown, and others. This principality is 
seldom subject to inundation. It is very fertile and highly 
cultivated.

Kosarigown is to the north-east of Dehrungh. It has 
Soontia for its boundary on the south, Seidewar on the north, 
and Pakurrigoori on the east. Its extent does not exceed 
eight miles in length, and four in breadth.

Soontiagown is about the same size as Kosarigown. The 
level of the country is in general pretty high. Parallel to 
the principality of Dehrungh and these districts, the stream 
of the Berhampooter forms several smaller islands, which are 
in many places inhabited, and in some parts by pirates.
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Pahirrigoori is equal to Soontiagovm in bread tin, but 
somewhat inferior in length,

Saridewar.—The district or province of Saridewar runs 
about 30 miles in length and twenty in breadth. The ge­
neral level of the country secures it from the inundations of 
the rivers. Cargo wn, DeooHagowrq and Bahmu'ngown, are 
the principal towns. This province derives its name from 
the four passes into the mountains*, at each -of-which the offi­
cers of government collect the tribute of the contiguous na­
tions, Bootan, Onka, and Duffida.

GiMadarigown borders on Saridewar in succession to the 
eastward, in the direction of the great stream. It is about 
10 miles in length, and six in breadth. All these provinces 
and districts from the Khondor Chokey to Biswehnath, are 
highly cultivated and populous. The Moaraaria desolation 
not having extended below Biswehnath.

Biswehnath, famous for its temples, succeeds. It is a 
small district, which does not exceed eight miles in length 
and two in breadth. The level of the country is very high.

Corungi is five miles long and two broad.
Bebexia.—Boringoor Corungi is the district of Bchezia, 

which is seven miles in length and two in breadth. A con­
siderable part of this district, near the mountains, is covered 
with a wild vegetation. The other parts are well cultivated.

Khoolol> or Khoololgoim is twenty miles in length, and 
only five in breadth. It is' chiefly remarkable for its fine 
pastures.

Lohhow extends eastward of Khoololgown, eight miles in 
length, and six in breadth. It is an elevated tract.

Bangsali is ten miles long and five broad. This is also a 
high district,

Lowpotia succeeds next: it is fifteen miles in length and 
five in breadth,

Moalooal is the same length as the latter, but exceeds it in 
breadth. This district is also exempted from the inundations 
of the great river.

Dipcra is ten miles long, and five broad. Its principal 
places are Diporahath, and a celebrated temple of Catnaka.

Sanghmoragown, which borders on Dipora, is nearly of 
the same size. It is a pretty dry country, and like all the 
former, very populous and highly cultivated.

Botiagok'u lies next to Sanghmoragown. It is a district
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of considerable extent in length, exceeding forty miles, but 
so narrow that two miles are supposed to be its utmost 
breadth. A large interval of forest trees and wild vegetation 
intervenes between this district and the foot of the northern 
mountains. The great rendezvous of the mountaineers of 
Duffala, Onka, and Mirl, tributaries of the Surgi Deo, takes 
place annually in this district.

The Dewars, or passes into the mountains, may be noticed 
here. In Khoololgown there are nine Dewars leading into 
Duffala. In the following districts, viz. Colonepoor, Zaikai- 
Book, Nuranpoor, ami Banfangh, there are six other passes 
through the same mountains. These were formerly well 
guarded, until those mountainous nations became peaceable 
subjects to the Surgi Deo. Cataeoosi, and Goozloongh, 
contain three passes into-Duffala, and three into MirL

Colonepoor does not exceed 20 miles in length, and ten hi 
breadth. These districts, like the whole of Outreparb, are 
perfectly level.

Zaikmmak resembles Colonepoor in every respect nearly.
It is of the same length, but exceeds it in breadth, about five 
miles.

Naranpoor is 30 miles in length, and 15 in breadth. This 
district is remarkable for two temples, romantically situated 
on the banks of the Pisola river, which rival those of Dhun- 
degown, and Coiabarri in the district of Zaika-izook.

Banfangh, similar to all the districts in Outreparb, extends 
in length to the eastward; and in breadth, from the great 
stream towards the northern mountains. Banfangh is about 
30 miles in length, and 20 in breadth. Its principal places 
are Dhapcotagown, Dooliagown, and a very large tank, 
called Khonaripookari. Itemarbarigown, Cotokigown, De- 
berapargown, are also considerable towns in this district. In 
all these northern districts the tanks are very large and nu­
merous.

Corah borders on Banfangh to the eastward. It is a smaller 
district, 10 miles square, and is bounded in the same direc­
tion by Fokunhath.

Fakimhath is a considerable district, famous for its great 
fair on the banks of the Looicheh river.

Moorabaga,— Next to this succeeds the small district of 
Moorabaga, which does not exceed eight miles in length, 
and two in. breadth, but it is famous for a temple of Camaka,
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g.eatly- fi'etjufintcd by the inount^ni6€rs, as well as the inha­
bitants of Upper Assam,

Coticoosi is an .extensive district, about 40 miles in.length, 
and SO in breadth, and is bounded by Ouzloongh to the 
eastward,

Guzloongh Is a district of the same extent,
JIahoongh....-Contiguous to Guzloongb, still in an easterly

direction lays Haboongh, which .is 30 miles in length, and 
1.5 iri breadth, This district is remarkable for the superior 
richness of the soil, and tor the industry, size, and appetite 
of the inhabitants.

JStarooa is a much smaller district, which does not exceed 
eight miles in length, and six in.breadth. It is chiefly noted 
for a tern pie or Takoorbari. It is bounded by a much larger 
district, Mu.nnipoor.

Mmriipoor is about 40 miles in length, and SO xn breadth.
Mu nnipoor is bounded on the oast by a much smaller district 
called Gaguldoobi, about eight miles long, and six broad.
It was formerly the scat of banishment of various criminals.

Telia hi, which borders on. Gaguldoobi to the east, is about 
ten miles in length and six in breadth. This is the last dis­
trict in Qutreparh, of which I could procure any correct in­
formation. A great tract of country occupies the interval 
between tins district and Suddia, but I could not procure 
original documents on the subject, and as every person I con­
sulted, either confessed their ignorance of these districts, or 
gave such inconsistent accounts as could not be trusted; it 
will be more p r u d e n t  to conclude the description-of Outre- 
parh with the Tellahi district, and proceed to that of the 
third division of Assam, called Majidi, or the great island.

Third division o f Assam, Mujiili, or the Great Island.—
Above Coliabur, and opposite to Banfangh, the two great 
streams called the Dehingh, and the Looicbeh, formed by 
the two principal branches of the llerbanipooter, form, a 
junction, and again assume the name of the latter. The in­
terval from Banfangh on the west, to Baingnmar on the east, 
is occupied by the great island, called by pre-eminence Ma­
juli, One hundred and sixty miles are calculated as the 
ength, and sixty miles as the utmost breadth of this third di­
vision of Assam.

Calculations of distance in Assam, as well as in many en­
lightened countries, even of Europe, are formed on the usual
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rate of travelling on foot during the course of one day, 20 
miles, or possibly less, may be deemed equal to a journey of 
one day, over the greater part of Hindustan, but especially 
in the plain country. The Majuli is intersected in several 
places by channels of communication between the Dehingh 
and the Looicheh, which in reality converts it into a cluster 
of islands; but in addition to these subdivisions of the great 
island, numerous smaller islands range its whole length, 
nearly formed by various branches of the principal streams.
These, however, are not included in the general appellation 
Majuli; but are indiscriminately called Chapoori, or small 
islands. Some of these are always overflowed in the season 
of-inundation, others occasionally only $• all possess, a stratum 
of rich soil, above a deeper layer of sand, and often of clay.
The smaller islands of Majuli, formed by the channels, are 
also called Chapoori.

RoopeichapoorL—The first which presents itself on as­
cending the Berhampooter is Roopeiehapoori. It occupies 
the western extremity of Majuli, where opposite to Ban- 
.faugh the two great, streams reunite, its length is about six 
miles, and its breadth, three. Cutwalgown is the chief town ; 
but the Moamoria desolation has pervaded the greater part 
of these districts.

Rungachapoori,—To the eastward of Roopeiehapoori lies 
Rungacbapctorij in length 10 miles, and in breadth eight.
The length, of these districts is eastward. Teliagown is the 
chief town. Deooliagown is another place of considerable 
consequence.

Halndiati.—The district of Haludiati succeeds. In length 
15 miles, and in breadth 10. It is intersected by a Kboonti or 
channel of communication between the two rivers. Moodei- 
gown and Laclunghiagown are its principal towns.

Rurhgokmgn Chapoori is ten miles broad and fifteen long.
Its insular situation gives it the title of Chapoori; for Lit- 
tree-Khoonli, or channel, flows to the eastward, and Dhon- 
rakoa-Nulla forms the western boundary.

Tamoolharn.—Contiguous to Burhgohaign Chapoori lies 
the district of Tamoolbarri, in length ten miles, and in 
breadth about seven.' Khetrigown and Brahmungown are 
its principal towns.

Ghoria is to the east of Tamoolbarri; its length is about
VOL H L  T T
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thirty miles, and its breadth twenty, Suckurburtigown, 
Khargown, and Moodeigown are the principal -towns. It is 
intersected by the Colacosa-Nulla, which communicates with 
both the great streams,

Auneati—The district of Auneati is eight miles long and 
four broad. Mothargown is the principal town. Parts of 
this district are higher than the general level of Majuli.

Baigntudi is contiguous to the former; it forms a square 
of about eight miles. Baizbooroo’argown and Pansolia lake, 
which is of great extent, are it* most remarkable places.

Comolabarri extends to the eastward six miles in length 
and four in breadth. It is bounded by the Tooni-Nuiia, 
which communicates with the Dehingli and Looicheh, Doo- 
kkakoriagown and Khar gown are its chief places.

Kowpotia district is* about eight mites in length and four 
in breadth. It is contiguous to the former and to the fol­
lowing :—

Poritia is six miles long and nearly half as much in 
breadth.

Deanpal is in length about eight miles and five in breadth.
It principally occupies the bank of the Dehingh, Samagoori- 
gown, Dighulligown, and Biragigown are places of note in 
this district.

Goromoor is a large district to the eastward of the former; 
it extends about forty miles in length and fifteen in breadth.
The high causeway in Outreparh is exactly opposite to this 
district, and runs from the river to the foot of the Northern 
Mountains.

Pohmara is about twenty miles in length and only five in 
breadth.

Sunnatoli is a small district near the former, about six miles 
broad and ten long. Khomargown is its chief town.

A considerable part of Majuli, probably about one fourth, 
remains unnoticed. A great difference in the several ac­
counts which were received of the other districts ; with re­
spect to their extent, situation, and names, have induced me 
to conclude the account of Majuli here.

Such was the populous and highly cultivated districts of 
Assam, previous to the Moamoria rebellion; but that savage 
people carried desolation throughout a great part of the up­
per provinces.
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As far as my information or my recollection extends, this 
country exceeds every other in the universe of similar extent, 
in the number of its rivers, which in general are of a sufficient 
depth at all seasons to allow of a commercial communication 
on the shallow boats of Assam,

The number of rivers of which the existence has been, 
ascertained, amounts to 58, including the Berhampooter and 
its two great branches, the Dehingh and Looicheh. Thirty- 
four of these flow from the Northern and twenty-four from 
the Southern Mountains. The source.of the Berhampooter 
is uncertain,

1st, From the Northern M o u n ta in s •
1. Sowpumi. 2. Khobunklurce. 3, Kboinedf oe. 4. Pabo, 5. Owah.

6. Gayraylooa. 7- Rasieota. 8. Dikrungh. 9. Pisola. 1G. Burrow- 
pannee. It. Doorpangh. 12. Dehiree, 13. Seinsa Oujan (upper).
14. Karoee. 15. SeoWiora. 16. ftladooree. 17- Doobia. 18. Boo- 
roos, 19. Bayh&llee. 20. Btirrowgawn. 21.. Booriagawn. 22. Gilla- 
daree. 23. Dikolei. 24. Dankhiree. 25. Bhonrollee. 26. Monguldie.
27. Burhrauddee. 28. Seinsa (Lower). 2.9. Boroloia. 30. Bhontee.
3L Rowrowah. 32. Sowlkoa. 33, 34. Booradia and Manaba.

2nd, From the Southern Mountains:—
1. Dillee. 2. Dorika. 3 Dhekow, 4, Natndaogh. 5. Tasee.

6. KhonkiHa, 7- Dussoi or Duswei. 8, Ohollec. 9. BUkbiree. 10. 
Gilkdare, South. II. Doyungh. 12. Dunkkiree. 13. Kaliyun. 14. 
Karzooree. 15. Dhurria. 16. Ooloka. 17. Dipbulloo. 18. Meesa.
19 Hanria, 20. Kapillee. 21. Bhonrullopa. 22. Ghurraloo. 23.
Sownra. 24. Kolei.

3rd, The Berhampooter with its branches. The Dehingh 
and Looicheh exclusive of various other branches of consi­
derable size.

From Suddea, or Khuddea, the eastern extremity of Assam, 
to Sowpurra,, an extent of country is intersected by nume­
rous rivers flowing from the Northern Mountains, of these,
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however, I could not procure even the names, I ana therefore 
compelled to begin with those first on the list.

1. The Sow purr a river falls from the mountains of Miri, 
and flows through Colicoossee, a district appropriated to the 
office of Boora Gohaign ; its waters contribute to enrich the 
estate of the Nunoowah Gosaign, or Geswams, and after a 
very long course joins the Berhampooter about 60 miles 
below Suddia. It is about the size of the Dhekow at Rung- 
poor, and is navigable by the boats of Assam at all seasons of 
the year.

2. Kkoffankiri, or Sobunsiri (for many of the natives sub­
stitute the .kb and s for one another), derives its source in 
the mountains of Miri and enters Assam from that quarter.
Its breadth is scarcely inferior to that of the Berhatnpooter, 
though in depth it is far inferior; after a very winding course 
through the same district as the former, it meets the latter 
river at Haboongh ; most of these rivers have a very winding 
course, though the direct distance from the junction of the 
Khobunkhiri with the Berhampooter to the foot of the 
mountains does not exceed 40 miles. It is navigable at all 
seasons to the mountains, and indeed considerably farther; 
though the navigation between' the mountainous ridge is per­
formed with some danger and difficulty from numerous rocks 
in the bed of the river, frequent waterfalls, and impenetrable 
forests on the banks. Gold is procurable from the bed of 
this river as well as from all those which have their sources 
in any of the northern ranges of mountains. It is deemed, 
less pure and of a paler colour than the rivers farthest to the 
east, as well as less in quantity. But an article far more pre­
cious than gold abounds in all these rivers, and affords the 
inhabitants plentiful supplies of wholesome aliment. The 
varieties of fish are considerable, though not of every kind 
which are found to frequent the Berhampooter in the lower 
part of Assam. These remarks, indeed, are not strictly geo­
graphical, nor shall I often indulge in similar deviations from 
the immediate subject of these sheets; though I may be per­
muted occasionally to imitate the irregular course of rivers, 
and assume a greater latitude of description in the second 
than 1 presumed to take in the first part of this sketch, for I 
perceive in ray notes and translations relative to the rivers 
of Assam, many particulars unconnected with geography, yet
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not destitute of interest, which must necessarily be neglected 
altogether unless they are allowed admission here.

8. The Khomcdiri rises from the same range of mountains 
to the west of the former, and flowing through Gurhungh, a 
district, belonging to the office of Boora Gohaign, or prime 
councillor of state, meets the great stream considerably be­
low its confluence with the Khohunkhiri, it is somewhat 
larger than the Dhekow, and is navigable at all seasons.

4. The Pahoh is another river, which rising in the moun­
tains of Miri, flows also through Guglough, and joins the 
Berhampooter at Frookunhath, in the same province, it is 
smaller than the former, scarcely larger than the Dhekow, 
but remains at all seasons navigable by boats which are not 
deeply ladern The banks of this as well as all the other 
rivers, were formerly lined with habitations. The Moamoria 
Revolution has changed the face of the country, hut the 
Panesellia Burro Burrowah has endeavoured with some 
success to restore the population.

5. The Owah originates in the same mountains, flows in a 
somewhat smaller stream through the same province, and 
mixes its water with the Berhampooter a little to the west­
ward of the preceding river.-.

6. The Gayraylooa rises in the DufFala mountains, and 
enters Assam in the province of Guslunghor Gurloongh ; 
through which it runs to meet the great stream at Sown- 
pawni; by boats of every size it is navigable in the season 
of inundation; hut accessible only to small fishing boats in 
the dry season.

7. Kasicota rises also in the mountains of DufFala, and 
taking its course through the province of Bauphan or Baup- 
haugh, visits the capital towns of Hemal boo vi and l>hup- 
kota, and joins the Berhampooter at Klonaripokri. Its 
hanks are lined with numerous towns. Its size is nearly the 
same as the former.

8. The .Dikrwigh is one of the most remarkable rivers of 
Assam. It rises like the former in the DufFala mountains, and 
exhibits a long stream in its course through Bauphan, till it 
reaches the Berhampooter at Maygoria Ghaut. It is deep 
and rapid in general and considerably larger than the Teesta 
near Dinajpoor in Bengal. The bed of this river is extremely 
uneven,, being every where interrupted with fragments of

■ 1 ■'
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rock, till its nearer approach towards the great stream. Al­
though the direct distance does not exceed 25 miles, it per­
forms a winding course about 100 miles from its mouth to 
the foot of the mountain. It is accessible through its whole 
length for the largest boats in the seasons of inundation, and 
for small boats during the whole year. Posbgotfg, Aneatigo- 
saignkat, remarkable for the Gosaign’s granaries; Ballik- 
huttra, Beberapar, Negoriagong, and Baligpng are the prin­
cipal towns on tlie banks of this river, which is also noted 
for the quality and quantity of gold procured from its bed. 
The colour of the metal is much higher than that found in 
the sands of tlie Berharnpooter and other rivers. It is be­
lieved by the natives, that during its mountainous course it is 
joined by a stream from Mimalek.

9. Pisoola rises in the Duffala mountains, and flowing 
through Nar&npoor, a province attached to the office of Bur- 
ragohaign, joins the Berharnpooter at Nimookgong, about 
ten miles to the westward of,the Dhekow, at the capital; and 
forms a course of about 60 miles from the foot of the moun­
tains. It is not navigable in the dry seasons, but accessible 
by boats of any size during tire inundations to the very foot 
of the mountains. Phoolbarree, Deorgong, and Kosowah- 
gong, are the principal towns on its banks. Phoolbarree is 
famous for a temple of masonry, dedicated to Mai, or Ka- 
maka, Deorgong is inhabited chiefly by those who attend the 
temples at Phoolbarree and K osowabgong.

10. Buropanee falls from the Duffala mountains, and at no 
great distance joins the Pesoola. Phis stream is more re­
markable for the quantity than the quality of its gold.

11. Doorpang resembles the former in its rise and termi­
nation, as well as in the circumstance of its course running 
entirely through forests of large trees and large tracks of 
wild vegetation. A great variety of useful timber, especially 
fir, might be procured with great facility through these rivers, 
the Doorpang, however, is very rapid and rocky.

12. Dehiree takes a larger course and falls into the Dis- 
soolah at Etabanee, Dehirugong, Naranpooriagong, and 
other towns line the banks of this river. These three rivers 
are about the size of the Burolooa at Goahawtee.

13. Scindia Ottjan, or Upper Seinsa, flows from the Duf­
fala mountains, and intersects the province of Zukoigook, ap-
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pertaining to the office of Bm h  Patur Gohainghn. It is 
about the breadth and depth of the Osoolat. lin t alia ia the
principal town on its banks.

14*. Karoe is received from the same range of mountain-!, 
flows through the same province, and falls into the Fisoia 
near, the junction of the latter with the Berhampootey, and 
might have been noticed with propriety before the Seinsa. 
Kolabaree Hileipura and many other towns line the banks of

■ the Karoe. i- V’*'- “ ■ .
15. Seingmora flows from the same mountains through 

Kolonepoor, a province attached to the office of Far.ro Go- 
haign, and joins the Berhampooter near Sutaree, more than 
30 miles below the month of the Dikrungh. It is smaller 
than the latter in breadth, but much larger than the others, 
yet it is not deep enough in the dry season to be navigated 
by small boats.

16. Mmiooretj enters the valley from the Duflala moun­
tains, and flowing through Kolonepoor joins the Berham­
pooter above Booreimook, in most respects it bears a resem­
blance to the former river. The towns o! Dipora and Ko­
lonepoor are on its banks.

17, Doobia flows into the valley from Buffala, and inter­
sects the same Pergunna as the former. It falls into the 
Berhampooter between the Madooramook and Booreimook,
In all these small rivers a running stream always exists, even 
in the driest seasons of the depth of one and a half foot j most 
of these streams furnish abundance of fish at all limes,

18, Boorei-—In the original the rivers do not invariably 
appear to be-described in the exact order in which they suc­
ceed one another, proceeding from east to west. In the pre­
sent instance this is particularly observable. The Boorei 
entering the valley from Duffaja flows through Kolonepoor, 
arid joins the Berhampooter at Kangsaligonj, Lowpotiagoug 
and Muolooalgong, with a great number of other towns, de­
corate its banks. It. is as broad as the Dikungh, and consi­
derably deeper. Boats of every size, unless very deeply 
laden, may navigate this river during the driest season, as 
far as the mountains. Its course, however, is of no great ex­
tent, possibly not above 30 or 40 miles; lor that part ol the 
mountainous range of Duflala, whence it enters the valley,
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approaches rather nearer to the Berhampooter in this 
quarter,

19, Bchnlee proceeds also from the Duff a la mountains, 
and intersecting the province of Khoolol, an appendage of 
the office of Khoolol Gohoign, falls into the Berhampooter at 
Zuorungong, about fifteen miles above.Biswehnath, in size it 
resembles the Deturee.

SO, Burrowgmvn rising hi the same mountains, runs 
through the same, province as the former, and joins the Ber- 
hampooter about two miles lower, it is nearly of the size of 
the Dikrungh, but much more rapid and rocky; and there­
fore. though the depth is considerable, navigation is utterly 
impracticable. The name of Khoololgong is given to the 
whole extent of villages which line its banks. It is still 
more remarkable than the Dikrungh, for the quality of its 
gold which is found in the greatest quantity near these 
mountains.

*1. Boorigawn comes also from the ©uffala mountains, 
and intersecting t he province of Khoolol, joins the Berham- 
poo.ter at the famous temple of Biswahnath. It lias the 
depth but not the breadth of the Pisola; it is navigable only 
in the rains. Gunukgown, Kungabah, and Biswenath, of 
great notoriety, are the principal rivers on its banks. Gold 
is found here as in all the northern rivers,

Giladaree from the same mountains, runs through 
the province of Korungheev and falls into the Berhampooter 
at Doloniaeglnun, nearly opposite to Kooliabur, and about 
eight miles below. Korunghee is a province attached to the 
office of Khoolol Gohaign, though the militia (Mooteieore) 
are under the command of the Burro Fokun. It is navigable 
to a little distance in the dry seasons j its depth being consi­
derable in proportion to Its breadth. Koringheegown is si­
tuated on its banks. Khoololgown, extends from the Boore- 
gawn, and lines the Gilladora, which also passes a part of 
Deoliagown, as the latter occupies a line of country from Bis- 
wenaih. The towns are numerous on its banks.

#3. Dikolei rises also in Duffala, and flowing at no 
great distance from the former, meets the Berhampooter 
above the Khingeree hills, which form the bank of the great 
stream nearly opposite to the Koliabar; hut rather lower
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down. It is larger than the Gilladoree. Rebeziagown is the 
principal town on its banks. It is not navigable to any dis­
tance in the dry season.

2i. Dunkhhia rises in the Duffala mountains, flows 
near the last mentioned river, and enters the Berhampooter 
immediately above the Khingaree hills. The river is about 
the size of the Dikolei.

25. Bhonoolee,— This river proceeds from the range of 
mountains formed of the extremities of Bootan, Onka, and 
Duffala, properly called Onka, which lie between the first 
and the last, it flows near but below the station of Seidewar, 
and through the district of the same name, and joins the 
Berhampooter considerably below the former. The whole 
extent of towns on the banks is called Sedewargown. The 
province of Seutra commences from the western bank. It is 
a large river, larger than Dikrungln The water is rapid and 
rough, with a rocky bottom, it is navigable in the driest sea­
son to the foot of the mountains, it may be about 15 miles in 
its circuitous course from the mouth to the hills, and ten 
miles in a direct line, for this mountain approaches the river 
in this quarter.,

26. Mongulclie. —From the mountainous range which form 
the extremity of Bootan, and the modern boundaries of Dels.-- 
rough to the east, formerly the Dikolei formed the boundaries 
of Debrungh. In its course it encircles a large extent of 
Dehmngh, and falls into the Berhampooter near the town 
which derives its name from the river. The residence of the 
Boodeh Rajah. It is considerably larger than Burrolooa, but 
not navigable in the dry season,

27. Burhnuddee.—This river is from the Bootaw, and 
forms the western boundaries of Debrungh, flowing between 
that district and Camroop, and fails into the Berhampooter 
opposite to the Nuttassil Chokey, to the eastward of Goa- 
hawtee, and immediately above Khorneboorukoloa, a Pucka 
Deul, or temple of masonry, which stands on a high hill.
It is navigable some way up by small boats in the dry season. 
Mantacutta, Doykairigown, and Bailicoosee belonging to the 
provinces of Kamroop, on its banks, the last a very beautiful 
village; its winding course may be about 60 miles, the moun­
tains receding in this quarter from the Berhampooter.

28. Seinm.—This also has its source in Bootan, runs



through the Camroop, and joins the Berhampooter just below 
Haadjoo; it is the sixe of the Burralooa and navigable by 
boats of all sizes in the rains.

£9. Boroiia also from Bootan, flows through the Bur­
ro bag district of the province of Camroop, and joins the 
Berhampooter through a short extent of wild vegetation, 
about four miles below Hasuriora hill. This river is rather 
larger than the Burrolooa, and is navigated as late as De­
cember, which In Assam is nearly throughout the whole year.
The circuitous course of most of these Camroop rivers is 
about 60 miles to the foot of the mountains,

30, Bhontee rises in Boo tan and flowing through Cam­
roop, falls into the Berhampooter near Suimnoolia, about 
four miles below the month of Boroiia.

31. Iterowak has its source in Bhutan, runs through 
Camroop, and falls into the -Berhampooter at Butabarigown, 
dividing that town into two parts, opposite to but a little 
above Nagurbera.. It is as broad as the Dhekow but much 
shallower and not navigable in the dry season.

3£. Sowlkoa has the same source, flows also through 
Camroop, and falls into the Manaha after it has made a con­
siderable course through the same province. The banks of 
all the Camroop rivers are covered with towns, except where 
they discharge themselves into the Berhampooter, and in 
many the mouths on both sides are covered with impenetrable 
wild grass, the haunt of buffaloes, elephants, wild hogs, 
tigers, &c.

S3. Booradia originates in Bootan to the west of the 
former and tails into the Manaha like the former. These two 
rivers are in the dry season accessible to large boats to a 
considerable distance, and to small boats as far as.the foot of 
the mountains.

34. Metnaha.~~This river enters Camroop front Bootan at 
the Badewar, Hows through the district of Roguribarree, re­
ceiving several small tributary streams, and falls into the 
Berhampooter immediately above Juggigopa. It is accessible 
to pretty large boats in the dry season, and forms the western 
boundaries of Camroop and Assam in Outerparh. i t  is fre­
quently mentioned in the Assamese History of the Wars be­
tween Assam and Bengal, and Assam and the antient king­
dom of Coosbehar, Gold is found in this river also in the

V Cs? j  .6 5 0  RIVERS OP ASSAM I ,
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season of rains • by its communication with the other rivers, boats 
can proceed ftom JuggxgopathroughCamroop into the Barham-- 
pooter at Haaiijoo. avoiding the rapidity of the great stream.

Besides these there- are several rivulets which fall into the 
Manaha and the other rivers of Camroop. Between Suddia 
and the Sowpara river, as also between the latter and the 
Manaha there are many streams from the northern moun­
tains of the names and situations of which no correct infor ­
mation could be procured,,

S o u t h e r n  rivers :—No correct information could be pro­
cured of the numerous streams from the southern mountains 
between, Suddia and the district of Balgrmiar, from the latter 
to Dilli river, a stream intervenes the name of which has 
been omitted.

1. Dilli, lias its source in the Naga mountains runs through 
the district of Fokowbarree and falls into the Dliekow about 
four miles above the mouth of the latter, it is navigable, but 
not for deep laden boats in the dry season, its banks and 
bed are of reddish clay, indeed the banks and beds of all 
the southern rivers are of clay, with a small mixture of coarse 
sand at the very bottom, its winding course is of great 
length, about 200 miles, it is navigable about halfway in the 
dry season for small boats.

2. Dorika rises in the Naga mountains, runs through the 
district of Gurgakliur, and falls into the Dilli about ten miles 
above the mouth of the latter. Small boats can navigate it 
even in the dry season, its winding course is about 100 miles 
in length, it is .somewhat smaller than the Dilli, and its waters 
are of a reddish colour.

8. Dhekow—The source of this river is in the Naga mountains, 
at a great distance to the eastward, thence it flows through 
the Naga Mountains and enters Assam about ten miles to the 
east of the source of the Cilpannee or the town of that name, 
and fails into the Dehingh at Sitamalighur. In its course it 
passes through the town of Govindhurdeal or Doll; near 
the temple of that name, then to Nasiragown, then Gurgown 
the capital on the eastern hank, then to Poojahglmr a temple 
dedicated to Mai, the ancient temple of the Royal -Poojah, 
then to Khakbarree, now Kbelly a royal repository for boats, 
then Maitaikagown* then near the fortress of Rungpoor on 
its south-western bank, then by Molcimora, Burhgown, and
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Sitomanigbur. It is esteemed to have a course of 000 miles 
from its entrance into the valley to its junction with the De~ 
hingli, in the dry season it is only navigable by small boats 
to a little distance above Glrurgown, it takes a very circui­
tous course. The bottom of its bed contains some coarse 
sand, but the bed and banks are in general of a dark coloured 
day, interspersed with streaks and -patches of a reddish 
colour, for the soil is not so red at; Rungpoor as towards 
the Dip. These southern rivers are never rapid, the inun­
dation commencing from the northern rivers fills the Ber- 
hampooter and these, so that the water has no considerable 
current until the months of May or June when the current is 
rather stronger from the southern season of rains, though 
not rapid as the great river continues pretty Full; in reality 
before this period the current sometimes encreases after con­
siderable showers of rain have fallen in the neigbourhood, 
the banks are not at any great distance from each other, but 
the channel is very deep ; yet in the season of highest inun­
dation it occasionally overflows its banks and the whole neigh­
bourhood. This river is famous in Assamese history, especi­
ally for the curse of Bakshish t Rikhee. From above Gur- 
grnvn the banks on both sides were lined with towns and 
villages without an interval as far as the Dehrngh ; beyond 
Gurgown. to its entrance into the valley, the towns were fre­
quent the intervals every where in cultivation, except occa­
sionally small spots of wild grass.

4. Namdungh has its source in the Naga mountains, flows 
through the Seringh Province a feu of the office of Saringh 
Rajah and falls into the Dhekow about two miles by land and 
four by water below the fortress of Rungpoor, It winds 
in a course of 100 miles, but it is only 60 or 80 miles in a di­
rect line from its entrance into the valley to its mouth. It 
is navigable half way up by small boats in the dry season, 
and by the largest, as far as the mountains in the rains. 
Kahmara and Seringh are the principal towns on its banks, 
which were formerly highly cultivated and populous through­
out their whole extent. It flows for a considerable distance 
along the foot of the mountains and forms the south-west 
limits of the city or rather district of Rungpoor, where 
there is a bridge of masonry, the only one in the kingdom.

5. Jassy, which also rises in the Naga mountains flows through
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the district of Tiuk, and falls into the Deliingli a little above 
Diha. Ghurpbolia is the principal town on its banks, and in­
habited by the Ahana tribe only. It is of the breadth and 
depth of the Dhekow, The direct distance from its entrance 
into the valley to its mouth, may be about 30 miles, and its 
winding course about 60, small boats have access in the dry 
season to a considerable distance, and the largest in the rainy 
season as far as the mountains.

The high road in some places about 40 feet above the level 
of the c o u n t r y ,  leads from Rungpoor to the mouth of this 
river, a, ferry boat receives the passengers here and conveys 
them to the other side, where the high road resuming its 
course parallel to, but a little distance from, the Dehingh, 
proceeds to Deorgownj the waters of the river however in 
the highest inundations touch the road on each side, but it is 
never entirely overflowed, not even between Rungpoor and 
Soonanee.

6. KonkiUu, from the Naga mountains.
7. Dussei or Dttswei, from the Naga mountains through the 

province of Korungh joins the Dehingh a little above lvoontia- 
putta, Dooliagown the residence of Surgee Dec’s Dowlah 
bearers, Khonkaimookiagoivn at the mouth of a rivulet o£ 
that name originating in the neighbouring Jeels, Zoorhath 
where the Boora Gohaign has his station and Kiaylahs with 
a great number of other towns are on the banks of this river, 
it is as broad but not so deep as the Dhekow. The direct 
distance from the mouth to the mountains is about 40 miles, 
the winding course about 60 ; small boats in the dry season 
have access to a little above Zoorhath, but large boats in the 
wet season can go to the mountains. It is more rapid than 
any of the southern rivers except the K alizun and Dunk- 
hivee, the latter is more rapid, the Dusvvei however is a very 
obliging river to its friends, for in the year in the month 
of Cheit when the Boora Gohaign’s Kay labs had been 15 
days surrounded by the Moamorias, and his people had ex­
hausted all the firewood, he ordered the Brahmans to per ­
form a Poojah to the river, which overflowed the banks that 
very night, and deposited a large quantity of wood close to 
his entrenchments, yet it is not in general so bountiful in its 
supplies of wood as the Dunkhiry which in Idsah and Jcitli 
carries down trunks of trees in such prodigious quantities
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that the natives say a person can walk, across the fiver on 
them,

8. Dh-oly rises in the Naga mountains, flows through the 
district of Paekamoora and falls into the Dilkhiry at Tungo- 
kosary, a town inhabited entirely by Korarees; the direct 
distance of its mouth from the mountains is about 10 miles, 
the winding course about 20 miles. It is dry in the dry sea­
son, hut navigable for large boats in the rains. Pokamoora- 
gown is a considerable town on its banks.

9. Dilkhiry or Kakadougha, Is also from the Naga moun­
tains through the provinces of Bassa and Dayungh, and joins 
the Dehingh just above the town and temple of Deorgown, 
nearly the whole extent of the banks is occupied by a line of 
towns which together have the names of Bassa and Doyungh, 
the province belongs to the Boora Gohaign; from the mouth 
to the mountains, the direct distance is about 15 miles, the 
winding course about 30. It is considerably smaller than 
the Dhekow. In the rains it is much the size of the Bur- 
roolooa. Small boats have access in the dry season about 
half way, large in the wet to the mountains,

10. Gilladary from the Naga mountains, flows through Bassa 
Doyungh, and falls into the Dilkhiry about; 15 miles above 
the mouth of the latter, at the Dorjungbia Sorjuk, or division 
of one hundred Mool, &c. Its mouth from the mountains is 
about 5 miles direct, its winding distance about 20 miles, 
it flows through an iron soil like all Bassa Doyungh, yet its 
waters are clear and very firm to drink, the bottom is sand, 
the banks a very stiff iron soil,

11. Dorjungh, from the Naga mountains, runs through Dor- 
jungh province, falls into the Dunkhiry at Nagaphat, where 
there is a market held daily for the mountaineers.

12. Dunkhivree, from the Naga mountains, runs through Do­
yungh and Morungh, and falls into the Dehingh at Koora- 
babi, near the residence of the Gosaign of that name. The 
mouth is distant in a straight line from the mountains, about 
30 miles and 80 miles in its windings. The Morungikoa Go- 
ha igns- station or residence, is on the uthern bank at To- 
pola Ghaut. Small boats can go as far as the mountains at 
all seasons, and large ones half way. It is broader and deeper 
than the Dhekow, and very rapid especially in Baisak and 
Jeit. It is scarcely used as drink from its great muddiness.
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i)olungialgown, Kabooroorgown, Rungdarrigown, Kliookur- 
risoorighia, KJbuttra, the residence of the Khookurriaoonghia 
Atta Gosaign or Goswamee, Futtonagola and Nagaphant, 
are all towns on and near its banks. From Nagaphant to 
the southward is the road, to Mnnipoor; the Muggulloes we 
saw, had come that way, the road is not over hut between 
the mountains, it is from 15 days to a months journey-, they 
have however to surmount some small hills on the way,

15. Kalirjm, from the Naga mountains through the Mo- 
rungh Jungle into the Dunkbiree after a course of about ten 
miles, the Morungh Jungle was formerly inhabited by the 
Kosarei, who were expelled by the Surgee Deo (see the his­
tory) the Kosaree Rajah had a strong fort there formerly of 
bricks with a deep ditch, the whole has long ago gone to 
mins. In the dry season it has nearly two feet of water, 
small boats have access, but it is scarcely ever navigable at 
present.

14 Karssaree has its source in the Naga mountains runs 
through the Morungh Jungle, then through the Morungh 
province, and falls into the Dhunkhirrec, in the middle of 
Movunghgown, it has a small running stream even in the 
dry weather, very cold from its being protected in its whole 
length from the sun by the trees, boats have no access in the 
dry season, it is a small stream.

15. Dhurria rises in the Naga mountains, runs through Nam- 
dorjungh and falls into the Dehingh at Dhurria Jungle about 
four miles or more below the DhunkMrrees mouth. It is 
above JO miles from the mountains in a direct line, and in its 
course more than 40 miles. There is a small stream in the 
dry weather, but too shallow for boats to navigate,-

16. Goloka has its source from a Jeel in Darjungb, runs 
through that province, and falls into Dehingh about two 
miles below the mouth of the former; there is no access for 
boats in the dry season, though there is a little water, but 
boats of all sizes can navigate in the rains.

17. DiphuUoo, from the Naga mountains, runs through 
Namdorjungh passing the residence of the DiphuUoo Gosaign, 
and falls into the great stream below the junction of the Loyit 
and Dehingh above Kolaiphant; it is rather broader and not 
so deep as the Burrolooa, it is about 15 miles in a straight line



from its mouth and 20 miles in its course, small boats go hah 
way in the dry season, Marangown (the residence of the 
Namdorjunghia Kanrees who are of the Maran Zat) is on its 
banks, Raghurgown, Konetlialoneegown and >Jaglmni argown 
are all towns on its banks.

18. Mwtia, also from the Naga mountains- through the pro- 
vinee of Nogown, and falls into the Golonge, a little above Koo~ 
thurkawn ; it is about 15 miles in a direct hue, and 20 miles 
in its winding course from the mountains, it is only navigable
in the rains. r

19. Hanna, from the Kosaree mountains, rams through
ftah a province near the Rah a Chokey, and falls into the 
Coionge. I t flows between the countries of Jowointa and 
Khosaree, forming at one time the boundaries between them, 
small boats can go ms far as the hearts of both those coun­
tries, even in the dry season. This river is full of fish.

20. Kopilee, from the Kosaree mountains, runs through 
the Kosaree and Jwointa countries, and falls into the Co­
ionge, a little below the li  ah a Chokey. The southern sides 
of those rivers belong to the Kosarevs and Jwointias, lormerly 
armies as. well as travellers went both by land and water
through this river into those countries.

21. .Bhourullooa rises in the Garroo mountains, runs through 
Bettola, intersects Goahawtee, anil falls into the Brahmapoo­
tra near the fort, of which it forms the principal strength.

22. Ohurraloo. also from the Garroo mountains, unit 
through Raneegown and falls into the Brahmapootra at 1 ani 
Chokey about eight miles below Camaka ; in the dry season 
small boats can navigate half way. Its direct distance is about 
five miles, its winding one eight miles.

23. Hownra, from the Garroo mountains in the posses­
sion of the Nodoowar Rajah, runs through the Burdooana 
province, and falls into the Brahmapootra at Palasbarree 
close to the residence of the Palasbarree Gosaign  ̂there is 
no access for boats in the dry season. It is about five miles 
in a direct line from the mountain, and 10 miles in its circuit­
ous course. Palasbarree Hat is held at the mouth.

24. Coleey has its source in the Garroo mountains, runs 
through the Burhdooria and Summooria provinces, and falls 
into the Brahmapootra above Nagurbaira hill, the utmost

RTVKRS OF ASSAM ^ j j " '
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limits of southern Assam in that quarter, small boats can navi­
gate halfway in the dry season, and large boats in the rains.

Berhampooter, Dehingh and Lomcheb *— The learned 
natives of Assam insist that the sources of the Berhampooter, 
in Sangskrlt Brahmapootra, or son of Brahma, he in a range 
of mountains beyond Nara to the east-north-east of Assam* ^

The bibulous and divine origin of this rivet is detailed in 
the Pooranas, probably mixed with much valuable information 
derived from actual observation on the spot. A fountain 
called Brahmakoondah is represented as the source of three 
great rivers;, viz. 1. Siriloocabeh. H. boodah Looicheh. <>• 
Looicheh, Gobroo Looiebeh, Daika Looicheh, or .Brahma­
pootra.

The Siri Looicheh flows towards the north. The Boodah 
Looicheh takes a southerly direction, through the Burhma 
country. The Berhampooter rising between the two former 
intersects Assam and Camaroopa. By the kingdom of Cama- 
roopa in the Poor an as, is understood a considerable extent 
of country on both sides of the Berhampooter, nearly to its 
junction with the sea. It is certain that such a great empire 
did exist at a very remote period, under the appellation of 
Cam prist, Camaroopa, or iiangamuttee.

Major lie mm 11 mentions that the natives of Assam posi­
tively assured him, their river came from the north-west, 
through the Bootan mountains. It is not probable, that on 
the confines of Bengal, he should meet any natives who had 
the slightest acquaintance with the source of the Berhampoo­
ter; for even at the capital of the country, with every advan­
tage of communication with the most intelligent natives of the 
higher ranks, no certain information could be obtaif ed on this 
subject, except in one particular, which contradicts Major 
Rernicll’s authorities, that the Berhampooter lies to the east- 
north-east, and that it flows westward, through the whole of 
its course to its entrance into Bengal. It is not considered 
by the Assamese as a continuation of the Sampoo, or of the 
river which intersects the Lama Goroo’s country; although 
it is highly probable that the latter is one of the great auxi­
liary streams which flow from the Bootan, or northern ranges
of mountains into the Berhampooter.

Captain Turner saw the Erechoomboo, which he styles 
Berhampooter on his sole authority, running eastward and
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southward in latitude 29° 10" and east longitude 89° 10" in
his progress through Bootan. A latitude and longtitude 
which differ greatly from the statement of Major Renrei!, 
derived from the authority of Du Halde and D’Anville, being 
at a greater distance to the southward than the place assigned 
in their maps; and the probability is considerably e increased, 
that it is merely one of the numerous auxiliary streams of tlie 
great river of Assam. In reality Du Halde himself confirms 
.this conjecture, by the south-east course which he gives that 
river in the neighbourhood of Larsa,

If nearly in the longitude of 89, its course is south-easterly, 
it is evident, as it has only about £ | degrees of latitude to 
run, it must penetrate the mountains in  that direction, and 
join the Berhampooter, before the latter reaches the longitude 
of the capital of Assam in 94„ 29". But the Berhampooter is 
still a great river, very far to the eastward of the capital. It 
is probable also, that the course of the Sam poo would become 
still more southerly as it approached the mountainous confines, 
from the resistance it would experience, and its natural ten­
dency to declivities leading to the valley of Assam.

From a consideration of these circumstances, we shall be 
compelled to consider the information, or the conjectures of 
of Du Halde, D’Anville, and Rennell as utterly founded on 
error ; the source of the Berhampooter to lay where the na­
tives of Assam have placed it, to the east-north-east beyond 
the mountains of N an i; and the Sarapoo of Bootan to pour 
its scattered waters into the valley of Assam, and to join the 
Berhampooter at a great distance from the place where the 
latter enters Assam, possibly about half-way between that 
spot and the Khondar Chokey ; where it visits Bengal. If I 
were permitted to form a conjecture, under such a deficiency 
of precise information, i would venture to suppose the I ik- 
rungh the receptacle of the waters of the Sarnpoo.

These, however, are not the only errors in D ’Anville and 
Rennell’s maps, affecting the geography of Assam and the 
contiguous nations; for the western limits of Ava, placed by 
them about 94 degrees of longitude, would encroach consi­
derably on the kingdom of Assam; while the borders of 
China, or of Yunnan, under 97° 30" would lay nearly in the 
same longitude as the entrance of the Berhampooter into 
the valley of Assam ; and consequently the latter would be
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navigable from the Gulph ai Bengal into the kingdom oi 
China. I proceed to describe the course of the Berham- 
pooler, which it appears rises beyond the mountains of Nara* 
arid flowing through the mountainous tract of Suddia, conti- 
nues its course westward through Assam, to the confines of 
Bengal. Beyond the capital ftungpoor-Gurgown, about 120 
miles to the eastward, at Doimoanhooo'k, it divides itself into 
two large and deep streams, called the Liooicheh, and De­
hingh.

Looicheh.r~rXhe former glides with a gentle current, in a 
northerly direction, and declining in its course to the north­
west, west, and south-west, receives many tributary rivers 
from the northern mountains, and reunites with the Dehingh 
at Phogaduragown in Outr-kole.Dehtngk.—The Dehingh takes a southerly course at first, 
and passing Sonanei, Deorgown, and other celebrated towns, 
with a much more rapid current than the former, turns to the 
westward, and meets the Looicheh, opposite to 55oontiarym 
and Poplargaut in Dukancole, about 40 miles above Kolia- 
bur, having received a great accession of waters from the 
southern rivers. This grand united stream reassumes the 
name of Bcrhampooter, arid proceeds in a westerly and south­
westerly course, to within 10 miles of Koiiabur, where it 
sends off a considerable branch, called Colone, to the south­
ward.

The Colone flows through Koiiabur, Korungi, Nogown, 
Bebezia, .Paitbura-Kosaree, Iwointa, Dhmtrooa, Mayimgh, 
and Kajulee; and .returning westward, after a semicircular 
course of about 160 miles, revisits the BerhampOoter at Ka- 
julimook, 20 miles above Goahawteo. The great stream 
pursues its rapid, though smooth course, through Camroop 
to the Khondar Chokey, where it enters Bengal. 1 refer to 
Major Rennell for its progress to the Ocean,

1 ■ ■



f! S i  (kT<>00

CHAPTER HI.

rOJIJU KCi: OP ASSAM. ADJACENT TER RITORIES, ETC.

[f now resume the desultory notices of Asarn, &e. which 
Dr. Buchanan appended to his survey of Ronggpoor.—E d.]

The balance of trade with Bengal, which amounted in 
1808-9 to exports from Asarn 1,50,900 rs. Imports from 
Bengal 2,28,300 rs, is paid in gold from the mines, and in 
silver. This gold comes from the mine called Pakerguri, 
and is contained in the sand at the junction of the Donsiri 
or Donhiri (Donheeriah, Wood) with the Brohmoputro, about 
32 miles in a straight line from Gohati. The officer who su­
perintends is an Asamese, and is subject only to the imme­
diate orders of the court. He is allowed 1000 men, who are 
called Sondhoni, with officers of 10 and 20, and all are paid 
in land. He possesses the charge of police, and the admi­
nistration of justice in the district, which these occupy. 
They begin to work the mine in Aswin (15th September to 
14th October), and each man must deliver 1|, r. weight of 
gold dust. If  he is successful, he may keep whatever more 
he finds ; but he must take up whatever deficiencies ill luck 
or indolence have occasioned. The mine, therefore, pro­
duces to the royal treasury 1.500 rs. weight of gold dust; for 
every person employed is paid in land. The rupee weight of 
gold dust is worth 12 rs. of silver; but it is adulterated, and 
formed into small balls, which sell at Goyalpara for 11 sicca 
rupees for the weight of an Asamese rupee, The mine, 
therefore, is worth to the king somewhat more than 18,000 
sicca rs. a year.

In the territory, called Doyang, s, w. from Jorhat a day’s 
journey, there is an iron mine, which is wrought in the same 
manner, on account of the king. It supplies the whole coun­
try with abundance; but I did not learn what amount is 
returned to the royal treasury. In the province of Sodiya is 
an important mine of salt, which in case of a dispute with
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Bengal is. the only supply on which the country can depend, and 
the supply is scanty. It is under the superintendency of an 
officer na med Mo hong-hat, Boruya, and produces annually to 
the royal treasury about 40,000 rs, So far as I can under­
stand, the salt is found in the form of brine, by digging pools 
in a certain small extent The water is evaporated by boil­
ing, and the salt is brought to Jorhat in the joints of large 
bamboos. It is purer and higher priced than the salt of 
Bengal. The mine is farmed, and is not wrought by the 
king's people.

At Sola!phat, which seems to be the Sewlaul Chokey of 
Mr. Wood's survey, there is a custom house on the Broh- 
moputro, where duties are taken on all goods passing be­
tween Kamrup and As am proper. It is farmed to a Boruya 
at 5000 rs. a year. At Roha, or Rosa, on the Kolong river, 
is a Boruya, who collects duties on the transit of goods, and 
pays annually a fixed rent. Another Boruya farms, at 6000 
rs. a year, the duties which are collected at Dorong-Bata- 
Kuchi, about two miles from the Brohmoput.ro on the Mong- 
gol Dobo river. These duties Consist of 4 anas on each of 
the 6000 Payiks sent from Dorong to work for the king, of a 
hoe and some rice, which each of them pays in addition,, and 
which altogether may be worth 5000 rs., and from 4 to 
8 arias on every cow or ox that is sold in Dorong. Some 
allege, that the money paid by these three last-mentioned 
officers is on account of the person who farms the custom 
houses towards Bengal; while other of my informants allege, 
that it goes directly to the royal treasury.

A. person called the Wozir Boruya, of a Kolita family that 
is in hereditary possession of the office, has charge of the in­
tercourse with B ho tan. lie  resides at Simlyavari, one day’s 
journey north from the house of Dorong Raja, fie  has 
some lands, and pays nothing to the king except presents.
All the messengers and traders of Bhutan, and these last are in 
fact all servants of the Dev’ Raja, must go first to Simlya.
He levies no duties, but generally receives presents, in order 
to prevent his throwing impediments in the way of business, 
and no one is allowed to purchase at Simlya without employ­
ing him as a broker. The Bhoteas may, however, take what 
part of their goods they please to a place called Haju, which 
is north from Gohati, and there they may dispose of them.
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The trade is said to be of considerable importance, and to 
amount to 200,000 rs. a year, The exports from Asam are 
lac, Muga silk, and cloth. Erendi cloth, and dry fish. The 
imports from Bhotan are woollen cloth, gold dust, salt, musk, 
horses, Cham or, or cow tails, and Chinese silks. The Miris, 
or Michimis, and Dophlas, carry on some trade with Cha- 
ridwar. The territory of the latter .extends, to the right 
bank of the Brohmoputro,

On the opposite side of the river, immediately beyond the 
Dikrong river, are said to dwell a people called Abor, and far­
ther up another tribe called Tikiiya Nagas, both of whom are 
extremely savage. They are, indeed, said to be canibak, and 
have little or no intercourse with the people in As ana, al­
though the two territories are adjacent. lu Nepal I heard 
of a nation of cannibals in these eastern regions, who in i802 
were said to be engaged in a war with the Chinese of Thi bet, 
and probably may have been of these tribes, or at least some 
kindred race. In the map drawn by the natives, these nations 
are placed east from Sodiya; as if the Brohmoputro con­
tinued, beyond Tikiiya, to run from east to west; but I think 
that highly improbable, and I imagine that at the above men­
tioned place it runs from north to south, arid descends there 
from the mountains to the plains at the place called Brohmo- 
kundo by the Asamese.

South from the Abor, is a country called Chingpho, which 
has a Raja, independent of Asam, and with whose people 
there is some commercial intercourse. I imagine that the 
people of Chingpho are those whom the inhabitants of Ava call 
Kathee Slum ; for the Asamese say, that immediately beyond 
Chingpho is a great river called Boro I/usit, or Lubit, which 

♦ they say flows into the country of the Brahmans, as they call 
the inhabitants of Ava. Now this can only he the great 
western branch of the Avraiwati, which joins that river below 
Ava, and is there called Kdayn Duayn, and in the maps which 
I procured at Ava, the Kathee Shan are placed on the upper 
part of that river. It is also to be remarked, that the people 
of Asam bring the Boro Lubit. river from the same Brohmo- 
kundo, that gives rise to the Brohmoputro, that is to say, 
according to their ideas, from a great pool or lake, into which 
the Brohmoputro of Nepal, or Sanpo of Thibet is precipi­
tated, in coming south from the northern mountains, ft is
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also to be observed, that as the western branch of the Ayra- 
watt or river of Ava is by the Asatnese called Boro Luhit or 
Lusit, so the Brobmoputro, proceeding from the same place, 
in their common language, is called Lusit or Luhit. In 
Sangskrita it is called Lohityo, as well as Brohmoputra,
Tin; former name seems to be an alteration of Luhit, in order 
to give it a meaning in the sacred language. The latter is 
derived from the fable, which I mentioned in my account of 
the river’s topography. From this may be inferred, that the 
Brobmoputro and river of Ava communicate by a branch 
scarcely inferior in size to either river ; but it is probably in­
capable of being navigated, on account of its rapidity near 
the place of separation; for on that account the Brohmo- 
p'utro of Asam is not navigable any higher up than Tikli 
Polar, This curious anastomosis is farther confirmed by an 
account;, which X received at Romila from some natives of 
Monipoor, who asserted, that the rivers of Asam and Ava 
communicated by a channel.

West from Chingpho, and bounding on the the south with 
Asam, is the country of Nora, which belongs to the descen­
dants of Khunlai, brother of Klnintai, first king of Asam.
The language and customs of the people of Nora are the 
same with those which formerly prevailed among the proper 
Asatnese; and between the two people there is still a con­
stant friendly intercourse ; and many natives of Nora are 
always to be found at the court of Jorhat.

West from Nora, and nearly south from Jorhat, the terri­
tory of Asam is bounded by that of the Khamti Raja, which 
is rather a plain country, but much overgrown with woods,
The inhabitants are reckoned expert workmen in iron and 
timber, and their manners are nearly the same with those 
which prevail in Nora. Until lately the Raja was entirely 
independent, and a very friendly intercourse subsisted be­
tween his subjects and the Asatnese. On the death of Gau- 
rinuth king of Asam, the Bum Gohaing invited the R aja of 
Khamti to an interview, under pretence of treating with him 
for the succession to the throne of Jo rhat; for it must be 
observed, that the right of all the descendants of Godadhor 
to the succession is doubtful, as his birth Was illegitimate.
During the interview the unwary Raja was seized and put in 
confinement, and the Asamese took possession of the greater
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part of Kliamti. The nephew of the captive prince, however 
in 1808 was still able to act on the defensive, and harassed 
the Asamese with a band of faithful adherents. The Bum 
Gohaing was then said to be preparing a force in order to re­
duce the country to entire obedience; but whether or not 
this force proceeded in the beginning of 1809, or what has 
been the result, I have not learned.

Beyond Nora and Khamti, towards the south, is the prin­
cipality of Monipoor, which the people of Ava call Kathee 
(Cussay R). It is no where adjacent to Assam; but; the 
Sworgo Devs have had many alliances with the Rajas of 
Monipoor, and frequent intermarriages with that family. 
Since the usurped authority of the Bum Gohaing, all inter­
course with Monipoor has been prohibited, as its Ilaja fa­
voured Gaurinath. The roads are now choked, arid even 
commerce has ceased.

West front Khamti, and adjacent to Asam, is the territory 
of the Kochhari Raja, with whose people there has been fre­
quent intercourse, and some commerce. I have already 
giverj some account of the manners and language of this 
people, who are said to have once been the sovereigns of 
Asam. The territory, belonging still to the Kaehliar Raja 
is of considerable extent, but is very mountainous. In the 
fables of the Bengalese it is called Hairombo, and I have 
already mention the extraordinary manner, in which the Ben­
galese suppose its inhabitants to live.

West from the territory of the Kachhari Raja, is that of 
the Jamtiyas, Some of my informants insist, that this is no 
where adjacent to the frontier of Asam, while others assert, 
that the Kajoii Muldia Gohaing has been appointed to watch 
over the frontier between the two countries ; and this is pro­
bably true ; as when Mr. Wood made his survey, the people 
would appear to have pointed out many hills in that quarter, 
and at no great distance from the Brohmoputro, as belonging 
to the Jaintiyas. The Jaintiya Raja is a Garo, who lias been 
in some measure converted to the doctrines of the Brahmans, 
and coins a base money. The difference of opinion among 
my informants may have arisen from their being interposed 
by some petty chiefs of the same nation, who still retain their 
ancient customs, but who are tributary to the Jaintiya Raja, 
who lives near Srihotto or Silhet. One set of my informants',
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therefore, consider Kachhar as bounded on the west by 
Garosj while another set consider these as forming part of 
the principality of Jaintiya. Formerly there was a friendly 
intercourse between the Rajas of Asam and Jaintiya; but, 
since the jealous government of the Burn Gohaing, this has 
been relinquished, and commerce is prohibited.

The Gar os seem to he allowed a free trade in the terri­
tories of their chiefs, that have become tributary to Asam.
They bring salt from Silhet, and cotton from their own hills, 
which is not only sufficient for the whole consumption of 
Asam, but admits of a considerable quantity being sent to 
Bengal. The returns are hoes, copper ornaments, and slaves,
These are chiefly Garos, who had once been converted to 
the worship of Vishnu; but who have lost caste, owing to 
their inability to restrain their monstrous appetite for beef, 
and who are sent back among their impure countrymen as a 
punishment for their transgression. The number I believe 
is pretty considerable.

Having now mentioned every thing that [ learned concern­
ing the jurisdictions of the country, I proceed to mention 
some further particulars concerning its extent, wealth, and 
cultivation, The province under the Boro Plmkon, with se­
veral subordinate or intermixed petty jurisdictions, extends 
from the Company’s boundary to somewhere near the cele­
brated temple of the middle Karnakhya, which Mr, VI ood 
places in latitude 26° 3$  N>, and in longitude 92° 56' E, from 
Greenwich, The province is therefore about 130 British 
miles in length. From the boundary ’opposite to Goyulpara 
to Nogorbera, a distance of about 21 miles, the Asamese 
possess only the northern bank of the river, so that on the 
south side the length of this province is about 109 British 
miles. Its width on this side is reckoned by my informants 
from f to 1§. day s journey, or perhaps from 12 to 25 miles.
On the north side of the river, the province extends to the 
Donhiri or Donshi river, the mouth of which, according to 
Mr. Wood, is situated about 103 miles above G oval para.
The width from the Brohmoputro to the northern frontier is 
said to be, on an average, about 1 £ day’s journey, or about 
25 miles. About 104 miles above Goliath according to Mr. 
Wood’s survey, the Brohmoputro divides into two branches } 
of which the northern is by far the greatest, and preserves
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the name, while the southern is named Kolong. These two 
branches separate at Arikatarmukh, and rejoin at Kajoli 
Mukh, 90 wiles below, leaving between them an island, which 
by my informants h  reckoned five days’ journey in length, 
and about one hi width. About one half of this, island may 
belong to the western province of the kingdom, or to juris­
dictions that are surrounded by it.

I have already given an account of the subdivisions -of this 
territory, which so far as 1 can judge, is exceedingly like Ha- 
woraghat and Kungtaghat, belonging to the Company. It 
contains many low lulls, covered with woods, but a great 
extent of fine low land, ah capable of cultivation, and at one 
time probably all cultivated. I am inclined, however, to 
suppose, .that its extent does not exceed 40.00 square miles, 
and probably is rather nearer -3000. The part on the north 
side of the Brolnnoputro, that is farmed to Zemindars, who 
have no hereditary claim, is in a still worse state than the ad­
jacent territory of the Company ; for during the insurrection 
o f  the Mahamaris it was most cruelly plundered by the rob­
ber Merja, who has been already mentioned. The parts 
under the Rajas, or immediately under the officers of govern­
ment, are said to be in a much better state.

In the Pergunaha the tenantry have now given up a fixed 
residence, and many have altogether retired to the Com­
pany’s territory, while others keep their women and children 
there, and every morning cross the river to cultivate their 
fields in Asam ; but; return at night to sleep in some degree 
of safety. They cultivate the land tw o years, and then allow 
if. a fallow of four, so that the whole cultivation is trilling.
Their rent is apparently very moderate ; they pay on account 
of the king two rupees a year for each plough ; and half a 
rupee a hoe, and five baskets of rice to the custom master 
(Boruya), for a mere permission to export their mustard seed 
to Bengal. They not only make other presents to the Chaud- 
huri; but in order to make them give presents, they are beaten 
and abused by every petty fellow, who is a little elevated 
above the lowest rank. The rent on each plough, including 
presents, amounts to from six to seven rupees a year, and 
this, were it; not for the manner in which it is exacted, and 
the total uncertainty, in which every man is, concerning the 
extent of these exactions, would not be at all oppressive; for
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I learn on the same authority, on which I state the above, and 
which appears to me good, that a plough produces annually 
30 Vis of rough rice equal to rather more than 79 mans Cal­
cutta weight., and 6 Vis of mustard seed, which even as bur- 
thened by the fetters of monopoly, sells at 8 re .; but, if al­
lowed to go freely to Goyalpara, would sell for at least 
fifteen.

Before the insurrection of the Mahamaris it is said, that 
six-sixteenths of the whole were waste, being occupied by 
rivers, marshes, woods-, and hills, and that ten-sixteenths 
were fully cultivated. The usual estimate is, that this fur­
nished 80,000 Payiks to the king, or to the persons who 
served the prince, and that these cultivated only one-half of 
the province; one-fourth was granted to Zemindars, three- 
sixteenths were granted for the support of temples, and one- 
sixteenth had been granted to men considered eminent for 
holiness. Eighty thousand Payiks, at the usual allowance, 
•would require, for their support, about 1.743 square miles of 
arable land, besides what was reserved for their officers, and 
for the king, equal perhaps to one-fourth part of the above; 
for, although the men work one-third of their time for their 
officers and the king, many are not employed in agriculture.
This would make one-half of the arable lauds 2176 square 
miles, or the whole in round number 4000, which being only 
five-eights of the whole total extent would be 6400 square 
miles. There is no doubt, that the estimate of the extent, 
as given by the natives would fully justify this supposition; 
but there is great reason to suspect, that they exaggerate the 
width. In. the few places, where Mr. Wood had an oppor­
tunity of ascertaining this, as at Gohati in the middle of the 
province, the width, that he found, cannot justify me ;n sup­
posing the utmost extent to he more than 4000 square miles.
If this be accurate, the number of Payiks must always have 
been nominal; at present, in the reduced state of the coun­
try, it is so most notoriously, and the officer, who is said to 
have charge of 1000 Payiks has often not more than 500.

The middle province of the kingdom, which should he 
under the immediate government of the Boro Boruya, or 
prime minister, and which may be called Asam proper, is of 
greater extent than Kamrup. Mr. Wood having reached
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little beyond the capital we have no .accurate grounds for 
ascertaining its length, but we may make an approximation.

On the north tide of the river, from Tiidipotarmiikb, 
where the Brolimoputro divides into two branches, the 
Luhit or Brolimoputro and the Diking, this province and its 
dependent jurisdictions extend to the mouth of the Donkin, 
about 108 miles above Goyalpara, Now from Tiklipotar- 
rnukh to Goyalpara is reckoned 18| days journey by land, 
of which !2f are between Goyalpara and the mouth of the 
Diekar river, winch according to Mr. Wood is placed in 
lit. 26“ 48' north, and in long, 94° 0 east from Greenwich, 
and is therefore about 220 miles, in a straight line, from 
Goyalpara, giving about 17| miles direct for each day’s 
journey, so that Tiklipofcnrmukh should be about 314 miles 
in a direct line from Goyalpara, Then, deducting 103 from 
Goyalpara to the Donkin, we have 211 miles for the length 
of the territory called Charidwar, which comprehends all on 
the north bank of the Brolimoputro, that now in any manner 
belongs to Asam proper. The width of this territory is 
stated to be from 1 to 11 days journey, for which we should 
allow from 20 to 30 miles. Two officers subordinate to the 
Boro Boruya, as f have already mentioned, administer justice 
in it, and collect the royal revenue, which however is only a 
fourth part of what the inhabitants pay. The manner in 
which the other three shares are collected, as already stated, 
render it highly improbable that the country should be well 
occupied.

On the south side of the Brolimoputro the length of Asam 
proper is less considerable, it  commences near the middle 
Kamakhya, about 130 miles from Goyalpara, and reaches 
near to the Upper Kamakhya, which is said to be about ten 
miles below Tiklipotanmikh. Its length, therefore, should 
be about 174 miles. Its width is said to be from 1| to 
days journey, or fro pi 25 to 40 miles. But besides this, it 
possesses about the upper half of the island formed by the 
Brolimoputro and Kolong rivers and it comprehends the 
whole of the very large island, which is contained between 
the Brolimoputro, or Luhit, and the Diking rivers. This is 
said to be 7 | days journey by land in length, and from \ to 
|  of a day’s journey in width, the former we may call 130
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miles in a direct line, and the width may be from JO to 15 
miles This fine island, is called Majuli, and has been .in a 
great measure alienated to temples, and to men considered 
holy.

Assam proper is higher, and of a better soil than Kamrup, 
and contains few or no hills, nor woods. It is reckoned, that 
formerly f of the whole were in full cultivation, and that 
even now not above are waste or unoccupied. This, I 
presume, is only meant to apply to the islands and the parts 
that are on the south side of the Brohrnopotro. It is said, 
that of all the lands in Asam proper, which are occupied, ££ 
anas belong to temples, or men esteemed holy, 4* anas are 
let for a rent, and 9 anas arc distributed among Payiks, or 
reserved for the king and his officers.

The two persons, from whom I received the most copious 
information, had never been in Sodiya, the third and most 
remote province, into which the kingdom is divided ; and the 
accounts which they gave differ exceedingly. The native 
who constructed the map, represents it as a very small terri­
tory, about half a day’s journey from east to west, and one 
day’s journey from north to south, and immediately west 
from the Dikrong river, which separates the Abor from 
Asam, and winch is the eastern boundary of Kamrup, The 
native of Bengal stated the province of Sodiya to be A, 
of the whole kingdom, while the middle province compre­
hend j | |  and the western province amounted to x%. He far­
ther added, that the province of Sodiya extended to Broh- 
mokundroj that is to where the great river is precipitated 
from the northern mountains; and he reckoned the greater 
part of the population to be composed of the Miri D op 111 as 
and Kampos, whom the native considers as independent na­
tions. Two circumstances give great weight to the opinion 
of the Bengalese. It is evident in the first place, from the 
account given of the expedition of Mir Jainleh in the Asiatic 
researches, that then the Northern mountains, or the coun­
try of the Miris, Kampos, and Dophlas, belonged to Asam.
In the second place the high title of Gohaing, given to the 
Governor of Sodiya, shows, that until Gohati was wrested 
from the Moguls, his government was of greater importance 
than the western province, whose governor had only the title 
of Phukon, still, however, I think, that the native of Asam,



who drew the map, had the better opportunity of being well 
informed, and his map, in many great points, is supported by 
the" authority of a most accurate survey. I  therefore shall 
endeavour to reconcile the difference, by supposing that the 
native gives his account from the actual state of the country, 
and that the Bengalese spoke of Sodiya in its ancient state, 
before the Miris, Dophlas, and Katnpo Bhoteas had declared 
themselves independent, and when probably a great part of 
Charidwar was under the authority of the Sodiya Governor.

I shall now give some account of the productions of the 
country :•—Salidlmn, or transplanted winter rice, forms § of 
the whole crops. Abudhan, or summer rice, and Uridhan, or 
winter rice, that is sown broadcast in lowland, are also pretty 
considerable crops. A little Borodhar,, or spring rice, is also 
raised.

Next to rice, the most considerable crop is a kind of mus­
tard called V ihar; it is the oil of this that is chiefly used.
The quantity of sesamuui is very inconsiderable. Wheat, 
barley, and millet, are very little used. Little or no pulse 
was formerly used, and the Cytima Cajan, called Garo Mar, 
was only cultivated for rearing the Lae insect; but it is now 
preserved for its pulse ; and other plants are used for rearing 
the Lac, which is done exactly in the same manner, as I have 
described in my account of Konggopoor. The most common 
pulse in Asain is the Phaseolms-Mas, called Mati-Mas; but 
they have also the Mug-Mas, or JPhaseolus minimum of 
Humph, the Kola-Mas, or hathyrm sativus, the Borkola- 
]yj.as, or JPisum arveme, and the Moim-Mas, or Ervum Lens.

The Asamese raise black pepper, it is said to a great ex­
tent. Very little comes to Bengal; but it is probable that a 
good deal may find its way towards the east. It is said to be 
raised somewhat as belle-leaf is usually cultivated in Bengal.
They have also, as warm seasoning, long pepper, and the 
pepper called choyi, ginger, turmeric, capsicum, onions, and 
garlic. Their acid seasonings are tamarinds, Autengga (Dil~ 
lennia specAom), Amra (Sflondtm Amara), Jolpayi (Perin- 
kara II. M.), Kararaogga (Aterrhoa carambola), and Thaikol 
of two kinds, the Boro, which is the largest and beat, and 
the Kuji, which I have described in my account of the na­
tural productions of Konggopoor.

The be tie-leaf is raised on trees in every garden. There
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is plenty of tobacco, and be tie nut. Opium is raised in 
abundance for consumption, and there is much used. Sugar 
cane thrives, most of it is eaten fresh, A little extract is 
prepared; but.no sugar is made. Cocoa nuts are very 
scarce, and no palm wine is extracted. Their kitchen gar­
dens and fruit are much the same as in Ronggopoor, only the 
pomegranate is said to be very common, and there are plenty 
of oranges. Cotton is reared mostly by the hill tribes, and 
is little" used. The crotolaria juncea and Corchonts are cul­
tivated ; but the fishermen use mostly the fibres of the Hike, 
or urtiea nivea W.

No less than four different kinds of silk worm are reared, 
and the different silks form the greater part of the clothing, 
and fare exported in some quantity. The silk-worm reared 
on the mulberry is the least common. That which is pro­
duced on a species of laurm, and is called Muga, is the most 
common. The tree is planted, ami its branches are pruned ; 
but the insect is fed on the tree as it grows. Some people 
who have seen the insect, say that it is the same with the 
Tosor of Bengal; but the silk is so different that 1 sup­
pose they are mistaken. There are two crops, the silk pro­
cured in the beginning of the dry season (Kartik) is red, that 
which is cut in the end of spring (Jaishtho) is white, and is 
reckoned the best. The silk called Medanggosi, is reared in 
Assam proper on a tree, that is cultivated; but of what kind 
I did not learn, nor could I procure the insect ; it is higher 
priced than the Muga. The silk called Erendi is reared on 
the Ricinus in great quantity, as in Ronggopoor.

In Kamrup, oxen are the common labouring cattle, in Asam 
proper many buffaloes are employed in the plough, sheep are 
very scarce, and goats are not-numerous. Ducks are more- so 
than fowls; but many persons keep game cocks.

I shall now mention what I heard concerning their courts 
of justice: the officers under whom the Payiks, or servants 
of the crown are placed, the Rajas, the persons (Chaudhuris), 
who farm the revenue of the lam's which are let for rent, and 
every one who has received free lands, have charge of the 
police, within the bounds which their people cultivate; they 
also settle small disputes that arise among their dependents, 
and all assume the right of whipping; but this seems illegal.
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The power of inflicting punistonent is reserved for the prin­
cipal officers and rajas; and in all civil eases, except in the 
men granted to the three p - vat councillors of state, there is 
an appeal to the three provincial courts, in which the Boro 
Boruya, the Boro Plrakon, and the Sodiya KJuioya Gobaing, 
preside. Those have full jurisdiction in all eases, civil and 
criminal, and without reference to the royal authority, may 
inflict any punishment short of death ; but no person Is put 
to death without an order from the king, and that order is 
always communicated in writ mg, and is procured by a written 
account of the proceedings having been submitted to the 
royal consideration. In such cases the trial is carried on 
openly, and the chief judge, or governor of the province, 
seems never to condemn without the concurrence of Ids as­
sessors, who in Kamrup are six Phukons; so that unfair trials 
are not usual; hut it is alleged, that the guilty, who can 
bribe, are often allowed to escape with impunity, while the 
punishments inflicted on the guilty poor are exceedingly se­
vere. In fact, the possession of jurisdiction in police, and in 
civil and criminal law, without any salary or regular fees, is 
considered as a valuable and productive authority.

The capital offences are treason, murder, rape, arson, and 
voluntary abortion. Rebels are never excused; for other 
offences pardon may be purchased. Capital punishment ex­
tends to the whole family of a rebel, parents, brothers, sis­
ters, wives, and children. Offenders are put lo death in va­
rious manners; by cutting their throats, by impaling them, 
by grinding them between two wooden cylinders, by sawing 
them asunder between two planks, by beating them with 
hammers, and by applying burning hoes to different parts 
until they die. This is the most horrible.

Except the gang from Bengal, there are few robbers and 
atrocious housebreakers or pirates, such person? are punished 
in a summary manner by thrusting out their eyes, or by cut­
ting off the knee pans. The wretches usually die of the lat­
ter operation, but survive the former. Both punishments are 
inflicted by the sole order of the chief minister in Asam 
proper, or of the Governor of the two other provinces.
Petty thefts are very common, and are punished by whipping, 
or by cutting off the nose or ears. The first punishment
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may legally be inflicted by any considerable officer, such as a 
Raja, or Phukon ; but the two latter could only be inflicted 
by the chief judge of the district..

The three great councillors of state possess the same juris­
diction over their own people, that the governors of provinces 
do in their respective countries. The administration of civil 
affairs, seems to he worse arranged than the criminal taw ; 
and, less odium being attached to injustice in this respect, 
the judges seem to be uncommonly venal. In the Bora Ro- 
ruya’s court he receives all complaints verbally, and immedi­
ately gives some person orders to investigate the cause, and 
to report the truth, and the cause is always decided accord­
ing to the report of the umpire. Many officers attend the 
court, who receive allowances with a view of rendering them 
fit to be entrusted with this delicate office. These are as 
follows: § Tambulis, 1 Naosalya, 1 Takla-Bora, 1 Mojumdar- 
Boruya, and 1 2 Ilajkhaoyas. Even these are accused, of 
taking bribes very openly ; and the accusation 'seems to be 
well founded, as the judge often sends a menial servant, or 
needy follower, to settle disputes, and to give them an oppor­
tunity of a iittle gain.

The system of raising a revenue by presents is almost uni­
versal in eastern countries, and in none is carried to a more 
pernicious extent than in A mm. The tenant, who for a 
plough-gate of land pays only 2 rs., to the king, in various 
other kinds of exactions, pays an addition ol between 4 and 
5. Each petty officer has a share, part of which he must 
disgorge to his superiors, while these again are finally squeezed 
by the king. The Rani-raja is estimated to pay 5000 rs., a 
year to various persons at Goliad, as I have before men­
tioned. The composition of 14 rs., therefore, sometimes ac­
cepted by the king in lieu of the service rendered by these 
men, is not what these men pay 5 but only what goes imme­
diately to the king. The management of 1000 Payiks is con­
sidered as a sufficient r e w a rd  for a considerable officer of 
government, even when he receives their composition, and re­
mits it to the treasury, or when he exacts their labour on the 
king's account; for his trouble he is only allowed a commis­
sion of five per cent., and from his profits must make presents 
to all his superiors, until a share reaches the throne, to which 
offerings are made by between 20 and 130 of the principal
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persons of the kingdom. The presents are made on holidays, 
and arc called Bhetis. The two chief Bhetis are on the last 
days of the months Chaitro and. Parish. The two next in 
value are the festivals called Dolyatra and Dnrgapuja, On 
each of these occasions each of the tenantry Payiks and 
petty officers present; the commanders of a thousand, or 
Rajas, or Zemindars, with rice, pulse, extract of sugar-cane, 
and oil, perhaps to the value of |  rupee.

The principal castes and tribes in Asam are as follows.
The Rarhi Brahmans of Bengal, as I have before said, have 
obtained the spiritual guidance of the king and principal 
officers of the court, and it is probably through their influ­
ence, that two men of the same caste have procured the lu­
crative farm of the trade with Bengal. The Guru and Pu- 
rohit, are men of great reputation for learning,

There are Brahmans called Asamese. They are Baidiks 
of Kanyakubjo, and one of them told me, that they were in­
troduced from that place by Vis wo Singho, the Koch Raja ; 
but that having penetrated into Asam, they no longer in­
termarried with those who remained in the western parts of 
Kamrup; as they could not mutually be informed, how far 
each party had preserved its purity. Before their arrival, 
there were learned men among the Kolitas, who were Gurus 
for all the people.

Many Kamrupi Baidik Brahmans are now settled in Asam, 
and it is said, that among them there are many persons 
learned in Hindu science, Very few among either the Bai­
diks of Asam or Kamrup, worship the SoktU They are 
chiefly of the sect of Vishnu. They have a few academies 
(Charivaris), where, the Rotomala Vyakoron, law, and meta­
physics are taught, and some Pandits are skilled in astrology 
and magic. The grand study with the Mohajons, or spiritual 
guides, is the Sri Bhagwot.

Some of the Baidiks in this country have degraded them­
selves, have become Vorno, and instruct the impure tribes, a 
meanness to which none of those in Bengal have submitted.
The persons called Muno Singhos Brahmans are pretty nu­
merous, and are employed in all low offices., totally uncon­
nected with religion.

The Deodhaings, descended from the religious guide of 
Khuntai, may now amount to 30 men, besides women and
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children. Their chief is called Deo-dhaing Boruya, and has 
the charge of the God Chung, of his worship, and of the 
royal insignia, such as the sword Hyangdang, and the sacred 
feathers. The Deojfhairigs possess a learning and language 
peculiar to themselves, and keep them a profound secret; 
hut they have in many points adopted the worship of Vishnu. 
They are still highly respected.

In the eastern parts of the present dominions of Asam, be­
yond Koliyabar, and exclusive of the Ivampos Miris and 
Dophlas, the most numerous class of inhabitants are the 
Ahams, or governing nation. Those legitimately descended 
from the companions of Khuntai still retain all the principal 
offices of state. They may be considered as the nobility, and 
are said to be now reduced to 26 families, 2 Danggoriyas,
1 Duyara, 1 Dihinggha, 1 Lahon, 1 Sondike, and 20 Hath 
muriyas. Of these last 5 families'are attached to each of the 
Danggoriyas, and ten to the Barapatva Gohaing, who is de­
scended of Khuntai. The remainder of the nation is by 
some alleged to owe its origin to the illegitimate issue of 
these families; but, as I have before mentioned, many of 
them are probably descended from the soldiers and servants, 
who accompanied the prince. It is generally admitted, that 
the Ahams on their arrival had no women; hut espoused 
those of the country; and the royal family have since had 
frequent intermarriages with the daughters of neighbouring 
princes ; hut, since the introduction of caste, the A hams con­
fine their marriages to their own tribe. The whole have now 
adopted the language of Bengal, as their colloquial dialect, 
and have also relinquished the use of beef; but about a fourth 
part have yet no other priests than the Deodhaings. The 
remaining |  have adopted the religion of the Hindus, chiefly 
as taught by the following of Madhav Aehavjyo.

In the parts east from Koliyabor the tribe next most nu­
merous is called Chutiya, and is divided into two classes, 
called Hindu and Ahnn . The former have abandoned many 
of their impure customs, and have received Vorno Brahmans 
as their spiritual guides. The latter wallow in their impurity, 
and adhere to the Deodhaings,

West from Koliyabor the two most numerous tribes, and 
nearly equal in strength are the Kolitas and Koch. The 
Kolitas, of whom mention has been made in my account of

■ 7 ' __

■:■■■ ■ ■



IMPURE TRIIMBSfc, U I L

Ronggopoor, are also a numerous tribe in Asam proper.
I  hose, who can read, are called Kayasthas, and are the re­
ligious guides for most of the others., and for many of the 
Koch, fhe others follow all manner of trades and occupa­
tions. They intermarry with the Koch, and are accused of 
being a great deal too easy towards their wives, many of whom 
cannot resist temptation. They speak the language of Ben­
gal, and have nearly the same customs with the pure Hindus 
oi that country, only they are still more strict in eating and 
drinking. They are considered, by the Brahmans of that 
country, as pure Sudraff. Their features are less strongly 
marked, as being of Chinese origin, than those of the Koch.

he Koch already often mentioned, are very numerous in the 
province of Kamrup, especially in Dorong, the Rajah of 
of which is one of their number. They are less abstinent 
than the Kohtas, and are considered as lower; hut still they 
are admitted to be pure.

The Nodiyals or Dorn are more numerous than the Koch, 
as they extend over both Asam proper and Kamrup. Their 
manners exactly resemble those of the colony, which has 
settled at Goyalpara, and which has been already described. 
Notwithstanding their care in fating, they are considered as 
impure. There are a good many 1 leluya-Key ots, who cul­
tivate the ground, and Key ots who fish. The former are 
pure, and usually assume the title of Kaiharta ; the latter are 
impure ; but have not adopted the Mohammedan doctrine, 
as those of Ronggopoor have done.

I  he Moriyas speak the Bengalese language; but have 
abandoned themselves to eat beef, and to drink strong liquors.
The Rabhas, the Kachharis, the Haros and the Mech 
have been already described. Many of the Garbs have been 
in some measure converted; but they are very apt to revert 
to their impure habits. The Hiras are an impure caste, who 
make pots, as has been already mentioned.

Most trades are carried on by the Kohtas and Koch, with­
out distinction of castes ; but many artists and people have 
lately come from Bengal, and will probably in a great measure 
succeed in separating different professions, into different 
castes. I  he Mulakors, called here Phuhnali, make artificial 
flowers. The Notis, or dancers and musicians, are here em­
ployed in the temples, are considered as a pure caste, and
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are not common prostitutes. Even the purest Brainpans 
condescend to give them instruction.

The washermen refuse to perform their office for any per­
sons, except the royal family, and Brahmans, and have been 
elevated to the rank of purity. Many cotton weavers have 
been introduced, and are partly of the impure tribe called 
,Jogh and partly Mult a mine dans, who are called Joins.

Some Haris or scavengers have been introduced, and have 
brought a disgrace on the profession, which secures them in 
the exclusive enjoyment of their nastiness. 1 here are also 
some fishermen of the impure tribe called Chondal.

In the province of Kamrup there are many Moslems; but 
so degenerated into heathen superstition, that even those of 
Goyalpara refuse their communion. The government gives 
them no sort of molestation. On the whole the most numer­
ous tribe is the Dom, next come the Kolita and Koch, nearly 
equal, then the Aham, then the Keyot, then the Chutiya.
The number of any other tribe, when compared with these, 
is inconsiderable.

The persons, who instruct the worshippers of Vishnu, 
that is most of those, who have adopted the Hindu religion, 
are called Maliajons, and live in Chatras just like those, whom 
I have described in my account of the eastern divisions of 
Ronggopoor. They are, however, more powerful, several ol 
them having from 10,000 to 15,000 men entirely devoted to 
their service. Their office is hereditary in certain families.
The Icing, on a vacancy, appoints any person of the family, 
that he pleases; but the appointment unfortunately is for 
life. The Brahmans, who are elevated to this high dignity, 
separate from their women, and all worldly pleasures, and 
admit among their disciples only Ahams, Kolitas, hoco, Kai- 
bartos, Nods, and PhuWliSi The Kolita Mahajons do not 
separate from their families, and admit among their followers 
all Hindus, that are reckoned pure, and also the fishermen 
called Dom, a numerous and licentious snob, by whom in a 
measure the government of Gaurinath was overthrown, and 
the country reduced to its present misery.

The chief Chatras or religious instructors are as follows:—
In the province of Kamvup. 1 Boropeta, a IColita. fa t 
Baiisi, 3 Bib a. Kuchi, Baidik Brahmans. 4 Bhowanipur, A 
Kolita. 5 Talasvari, (> Srihati, Baidik Brahmans. In the 
province of Asam proper. 1 Aunihati, 2 Dokbyinpat, 3 Ku-
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