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' l*=tie tn TAT3 I lia<l immo-U.-iie 0<
tv> cmt^ipoivdj'iiw of the 8 « » s4  ^
• M I ho request of tiu- Ucufenaiit-Governo.' sir V. *»■»

••• r wrote for office jrarpustf*, and as I could ..
I „l. , » .»  tag work, a “ Memorandum on

fe lM ta *  S t a r t *  of Bengal.” Puco
been taken oJ. u.

„.u| 1‘.)f i n s  of S»C Government with the lull tribes 0 1  
am, Caohar and Ckittugougyand my ‘ Memomnaum 
&" to w o M ,  both to the local officers ram
;Uo bovwgn Ikoparlmeat of the Government ot indu- 

'' v a t best, * m ere S k e tc h ; and was y *  -
' hose precise k?m'M<rn to the original .records ^uc-h oic

' utiai for mrniy official pnrpo.ms. Accordingly, m  -" G  
' ,M, a .fresh, a,ia.i detailed examination ot au the r e w p i| ; |

; 17SO up to date, both of the Bengal Secretaeim. aim ot 
Koroma department, Which boro u any way upon ,ue 
Aid history , f  the North-East Frontier. I “
s and’ references as I  went, along, and in ..
,1>y wav, as 1 thought, to P a n tin g , when 1 count 
leinre or get leave, a work, which, while treating 

vu'ively >f all. tho frontier tribes in. that quarter, u\
,‘rt ot tin?;.* relations to the Government, their manm r-S 
^ u, tm i  ethaologlcal■ /< fSnitics, would at the same time 
Ve:;w n wnoancnl Und-bot>V for the Government and ifc< •> 
a 'oflkcrs. But the close of 1373 brought, us fa*o to face ' ■
.. the Famine, and in the vortex of s< special

r {  V : I . I. pla.Ocf V d A  Wj l

sight gave way under the pressure of compiling nJ 
/* •* ana‘ my leave, when it came, was f e n



t" t T t0
• f  «"8»gM »  duties far too arduous u>
i* * m  of authorship. Meantime »■  W„mi„

X , f ?  4” U l ifli,"> ™<t the ForeigniDepartment 
8 f  . 1 } ■’“gar.rad that a fresh and r e v i d  e(Sh>'
W  , ™  w * * >  Mu.™ t ®

L  T f  r  " ^  the < "£ r„ government might take some interest B.

C T t h ; of lat? bcc™ e more — w * »
m 3  t o ' r e ' X r aT o M CMl1 * *  ? * *  '
;  3 ,e7 “  aud « * • *  ‘hie. for official purp**
7  '! , “A ,"01? ’ *  »■» tying % 0 ,0, a,

. **>■ I”  nttliaod. The task of working these J
« n  much hoarier than J . '

had §ot Uldy -Maned the labour was do id
1 v o request that 1 would b™g down the N am fo

at couId t0 t,,e present time, or n  n..r f
S t M S - 7 -  h.vo,red an 0 ^ 3 !  3  Ih

^  ^ h T n ’f  Pror ing TOl“ “  * .  * £> ■ ,-a tor wh*cu I had no notes, and of the Assam IW
2  S u3  3 V « i t e  «>< reading of uHmoM. ,

f ■ : utliŜ o e s , I have felt justified m W owiti* fr, 
lor Ji-.-se inter years from the text of the Annual Adrni.

. 7  ; - ■ - 3  ;
„  11,0‘lal -uattor mtxoduood. The whole has ,

carded through the Press in httle over i
- ' e “‘Ui * o  M l ordinary of tin Ho 

■a,out 1 mention these facts, n o t h , M y  „j- b(r

'",sl ottlPM oally to disclaim aoy liter

■ > ; A r  , a „ A C T . ”



jmdensions fora volume .produced under snob conditions.
.. I t  is meani to be useful, to Government and ite officers, 

not hing more. For any infer nees or comments not avowedly 
0 ’iMod. fiej 1 the records X alone am responsible.

• 1 >iavo produced in a series of Appendixes various 
papers which seemed to me likely to he useful for reference, 
but wore too voluminous - to be incorporated in the text.
1 have also ventured to reprint, gome articles ou Frontier

' ■' t,,l,5's wUich 1 ™ i m - 1 2  for the Mo,wev ami
Obsprv^r, not because they are or. any special merit in 
thcDi.seh t;s, hut because some of them throw a certain 

. aradunt of contemporaneous side-light on questiou, dis- 
cussed in the preceding pages, while some of them give 
sketches of the work and personality of our frontier officers, ' 
with m a n y  of whom I have had the pleasure? of an intimate' 
acquaintance, ho the task of reclaiming, the Nag,is • 
.aui! G-u-os of the .North-east i'Voutier .my friends Grtmorv, 
Butler, and Williamson sacrificed their lives. My frier'd.

■ 'l's to tisan!i ^ie Bushais: for his well earned honours. 
-hi,t igong Hill men my friend he win, in his hepr- • 
it. lias many a, curious tale to toll; and ~
1 Scfad d-mat-o, hilLnsionm, has 0%il . 

repute. ;on In  the hold he has won' t
. iV.ampur. Novices of these men and thei.
..ound. in the articles.

lT  :U' V*'"* Of th 'in and many ofoei
1 X° w 'v’ Laughton, Graham, and Power

7 noth ingot the untiring office*, of tire Sum.y f.
m no peak,, inaccessible, no jungle impenetrate b%  nc

f h v:> !HVaCCd' 1 ha<l 8ioros of gathered maicraj-ich oamrot now ho used. I had i
“ to have had the aid of some of f • 1 at ° *01 some ol them m putting ;:i~
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4 s it  is W  twntwr : ‘“ ‘: L “,  intk,  f * «

is welcome to appropriate anything m m 
pages that may suit his purpose.

' .[• only v-mains to « W n  11*. the rrferenc® to ■ Jodi-
• \*' < ■Rovemie’ and * Political’ Proceedings, and ■■'> thecial, fievuiuv ana rfH,nr,u  of £he Bengal< r,-.r-'liUations are to the record., 0 1  »earlier Consultations , Deof[cnl.]y stated that the

Government, save where it is sPecu (T *r , a he Secret
i .  r0 the Governm ent of India, th e

I , those of the foreign Department of th,
proceed.n g s  a i t  th o s e  , .  , A s s a „a P r o c e e d i n g  a r c  t h o s e

G o v e r n m e n t .  V w  j - ,v  •
, « • . 0j.p.,»’v m fhp Foreign Office of triereported by that Admimstiauun < o m i o

G o v e r n m e n t  o£ India#
,, . T Gntenari-Chione] Depr.de, the Sur-

l * T  . ° f t  t - m ' tn lched. X would * .
IP,-or Ocm-ra., U  ■ iPrintcattolt of the Home Office
,„t indebtedness to Urn .  | .  iK, a„,l bis staff
T'*e»s for the slriil and pa. i.-* ,. mn-st
have deciphered what was vitw\ouu >
0 t a i l  r b u ^ h f copy*.

“ ■ ■ ■ - £,■%’
'y/' ‘h J a n u a r y  1&8D

t (.vents n$»oi»g the V
-••V brief notice •; L • - ^ e«mcldd&g: C
in Chapter ) - pist l̂)teenlis, which mi.

cssary to pout oft t ie  5 ’• Chapters.
ie to wi'ite np J bp t time, -

M  T!:c the * f p j *
" ' Levy and the hoy «  o, h

, 0ial v luf views on a -  . /««> w * *  4 -tl— M-t)-v  settled in Caelv. ’. (»ee p»„«. strict eye on K -ools^  set • . .. a lr
TV 0 sv mast overlook occasional vamt.oi.

* »  v Z  Llofficer t o  » • « *  « .  ■“ *
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Off THE 11ELA.T.I0 .VS Off THE GOVERNMENT1

WITH THE HILL TRIBES

OF THE NORTH-EM' FRONTIER OF BENGAL.

PART I. ’

e u  a f t e r  i .

INTKoDITCTlON.

Tbj north-east frontier of Bengal is a term up‘4  sometimes to 
The Nortli-Ea«. Frontier. denote a boundary line, and soMe-

Dstoittoa. times more generally to describe a
'.••act,. In the lari'sense it embraces the whole of the hill ranges 
north, east, and south of the Assam Valley, as well as the western 
slope - of the great mountain system lying between Bengal and inde- 
,pendent Burma, with its outlying spurs and ridges. I propose to trace, 
wit!, • neb fulness of detail as th • materials warrant, the political relations 
y : ! be Indian Government with the tribes inhabiting these hills. In doing 
this it will be convenient to proceed Ti regular order, first traversing 
from west to east the sub-Himalayan ranges north of the Brahmaputra, 
thru turning westward along-the course of the ranges that bound the 
Assam Valley ,,n the otith, and, finally, exploring tbs highlands in
terposed between Cachar and Chittagong, and the hilk that separate 
the maritime District of Chittagong from the Empire of Ava. |

Before attempting to record the dealings of the Government with 
the numerous savage races of this partion ot its dominions, it may , be 
.well very briefly to refer to the eveute which hd up to the occupation 
of Assam by the .British, and to give seme geneva! idea of the staff! of 
that Province when we first entered it. This will tend 1 make clear 
the manner in which we were originally brought into contact with the 
hill 1 ribrw, and will serve to explain some facts ai d anomalies that 
might otherwise prove stumbling blocks to. the student of frontier 
policy. •* ,



C! ( i. Fm !.’• V- , d: * ' j  : i ’
’.... 1  , .• vigorous and w arKhi raw of Buim-tvo-

.... f c ,  ^ iC ) ( ki4 by^heaom raet.«-' 
ncnl of "the Ihiri^eedh century wnrted the whole Country IVnn ii' .;,\ky 

Hindu rahu-s nnrt arrogated to its own .dynasty and popb h s t ;
'• Aarnn.t—Bus unsqu .He lenined in.the Katen*! form A: win to hi- .
e ■>»« tin- madcrfc d im e o f  th e province.

‘ . ■ " With the Consolida tion of their rule the fete pf all < 'tmn em ■)?.?(• .
. »ff,« u\g i the • overlook the Shahs. ' In tin sleepy hollow o f_Assam,,iLev ■.

!h,4 tkb vjufiiii;* ias vplxich had won them power and pr**.tige, w|!Je by 
adopting tilie language, customs, and relypon of fhoir Hmein . objects,
;h*-\ «iw6dily sunk ’,.to the poslti n >f a mere oiling easle, ; ml reasco. 
to proem ihc oluivi,er< sties of an ai eoj race It v?*i- indeed wyp’U’

'4hv . fhii-f.y to into-tint- troubles brought about by. i,heir fanatical |!ihh- 
:mv; sin, n< *1 their titrated persecution oi tlie VFownuvif.b dhi "iterm th a t 

' . the British were first led to take eijgniz&iup of' Assam, aifei i s . i  i”
The Moariarabrij were a tribe of proselytes.to Hi, d nut i as. prertUiori

by-the Rudrs. sectarians,'Snokni and
v. ' . ' ^  t Z l  Mad h it, w ho denied the s u p a m iiyrtretrgFsyith fate Nwivs- eowramwit „ ,, *T, , , . . ! ,  . ,»*o£ of;. the Brahman# and rejected ,'fck§

worship of S 'va .For .long years. . 
they were healed whh tolerance, and so gathered lumber- ,ird W .Ah,

' JsA . e rtii (hoy occupied pearly the whole tra it of Upper Aw.ire .known, 
as M.at,t;nek= in  Bi,,oki.inpon>, while they had also. .many, adherents! in 

U ei parts of the province, especially about. JoihAth. .The. ip press i-,ns 
yy..'1'1. of .thy latei Ahoip. Kings drove .their, at-last into rebellion, .»nd;p atputy 

17/0 A. D., led on by their high pried, they attacked, captured. and 
.i ooceded ii) holding for nearly six months Govvlm y, the enpd d of the 
kingdom, taking postessioh also of thu person ' of the rei£.ip’.iig pnarcf..1 
Expelled at length hy suatagetn, their hadeift stain, and Iheiiv. fci,pds at 
the same time broken and dispersed, the Moaincriahs were, for fourteen 
years but little hoard of In. 1774, when Gounmitl Sing was reigning,

P' ■,." . Baja, ';iihe.y again torse in arms, on 1 after a severe straggle, a! tended \
;f  •'' ..... ............. ....- .....„____________ _______ _ __ __________ .................- v .  ....... .....

* Sea Pemberton's beprts on the IBaehan Frontier oi: itntisli India, Section r 
” f  'i.-.ssiV; is c<'..Rii:'i'inty supposed' to be tfoiu '* A-sa.m-ti,0, ilia ! i.ieerinsa,* '.wi-

â jjal'K-d end At»n>i is said to be equivalent to Astwu The romf; is, howuwr, oj «m eu

X iHlton’s Bthnohary of Kougst
1 lor .i fuller nudes of this -net, sco (^r'pter .SI. bo!w.

. . “ . " i  ( A :  *  . . . 1  . . y .  J ' . k  ' t



< ' ' to V  I i ,1 1 . ,  1 4 liat 1' < y
should at, i aid in c^poHm:? the lawless robbers who h&d come over '"Vt.v

: from Bengal. Lord Cornwallis, admitting the obligation, ordered a , ■ ;
det/telrraent of sepoys, trader. Captain. 'Welsh, to <?ht< r Assam. This fores :

, : * completely routed the Moamnriid1*’ and other re! ellions Chiefs id the cold 
i season of .179:1-98, and Kiiceeieled in recovering possession of Gowhabty.
Euquiries then instituted made it:h»anifest that ranch-of • 'the 'discontent 
prevalent iii lire piwdnccrhad its origin in the tyranny- and mismanage-*

. meet of ' Uja tronriusith and his advisors, , Accordingly with the sane-
Udn of the Supreme Govern men!, Captain Welsh, m coramuiHeittio.u : ,;
with the principal nobles an :1 officers of the .kingdom,' took steps to put 
affairs, on a sounder basis; and, as a necessary guarantee for the mainte
nance of order in the future, arrangements were madefor the retention 

/; in the proviuce of a brigade of British troops, .the revenues of Lower 
Assam being pledged for their maintenance. Unfortunately for be 

; country, before these, projects could be fully matured, Captain ’Welsh ,. ,:;J  
was recalled to' Roiigai by Sir John Sh^re* .whose cautious policy of non- ■

• .•iriterf«a;nee and retrenchment was opposed'-, ite s-uah an enterprise as hi*d 
■ been sanctioned by the more imperial spirit of Cornwallis. In July"

, -W miW  ff Hr, kh ima i7 ',4lt Assam w.i. deliberate)? rele-
- ,tltMmTOl * Bru^h iroops' 1794 gated to anarchy and civil war*

The miseries of the country reached their climax in the reign of '
. EUs. Oh under Kant, which commenced in lb0.9. The principal infjfi-

, tens uf State, who had theawel ve»
'ventT'n f ° ',Km mlar- gealed Ghnnder JtCant.on the throne,

head d a. rebellion- against him of 
. - .*■ 'the most formidaVlo character, and contended in anus with varying

*\ The eroltuble effect, of the withcira> A of our troop* wa* clearly >tihr.ed o u t v
Wemk. see an interesting: reject by. him iuthc Appendix, m l, totes by Mr. i *

8«utt, afterwards the fust Oomuiissioiier of Assam “ d ,-v

' 'iv.t . ■ 1



<' InM. . , ni'd>■ - ’ I it
l,uf fro-li reinforcement- from Ava again tamed the scale’in favour of .. 
the Burmese, and the .unfortunate prince' became fence' more' a n . exile. . 
Tl';! -Bumese general followed np his Mioceas on this occasion by sew) <og 

V '' an insolent message to the. British Offtenr cocrniaintinp at (.Joalpn-a
hivv . warning- him that if protection was afforded -to Raja Chnndpr Xn-i,
§pf.;y’ .the Burmese: troops would invade the. Company's ivrrito”  n .rod ■

arrest the fugitive, wherever he might bh found, t.nis docu-fi:.
: ' tmtion was answered on the par! of the Indian Oo\es omen 1 y

: (he despatch to the frontier of troops fiyto Li't*, and by a distinct inti-
matioa that any advance of the-Burmesc would- be at tnjfo certain peril.

Meanwhile, events at another part of the North-East Frontier yero
rapidly hurrying’ the, British .Gov- • 

i. . War lipwoen the British »mt Burmese eminent into collision with the' ig~ '
Govcr.-msotr, March, we nth. 1S2* Dorai]lj a)Hl overhearing Court of ,

5 - A m  Tbe Ttaj of Cach&r which lay directly in this wayof any force
' invading Eastern Bengal from Burma, had some time previously pi mod

itself" under British prat.- :tion. In the face of repeated warnings_ an<l 
_ clarions the Burmese, who then held the valley of Manipur,

jwrsip'fct'il in advancing upon Cachar and ihieatening .hint w (a huru. r- 
(rig- dcpcndcuey of jBenghl); and no resource was at length, left toe the.,. 
Ind’o.i C! vernmen1 save to declare war. To re-couquer Assam irom 

■ the Burmese,’ was x natural and necessary pbrfc of the , consequent
fh : ;-C ", operations.

In has dian a year from tlie commence me nt of hostilities,, tire 
Briti h troops h d  driven the Burmese frorn the valley or the Brahe u - 

f putts, an I on the lid la February I’̂ SS, when the ipCratio y oi the
eanijiaign elsewhere had been brought t  a close, the King .of Buraia.

' , by tin- treaty'of Yandabno,-'renounced all claim upon, and covenanted
.. . u abstain .from all future interference with, the principality of.-Assam - ■:,



to ■■ the people, there <*» be no* doubt, troni the to nor of iiu; Seciefc 
Corteultutji m*. i„ the foreign Office, that be would have been forthwith 
installed as Raja. The Assamese pr-inees were, however, • mere worthless 
deba lichees, and the security cl mw ensta a distiiets made it necessary - 
to rets' 'i strong military control i this part ot* the fi 001:11 . but, i. o j- i:
bnvim» provided for this, the Government wae ,» »bas to hand ov« to 
>r,uv? fbiu'agemenfc all that part of the valley which was not required 
for niiUt&ty pfu’jnws ot fot t h e of tlis British droops. Ats* 

d cdrdiio»lv in 1833, after much deliberation, Tipper Assam, with the ,
: exception of the tract about ' Sadiva and Mattack, was made over to . $

Par under Sing, who was belbved to be morally and otherwise the most
eligible representative of the iioy.il.

I'mund.jr Siag and hi Government of stack:. Purunder bn jj wiis placed
t;nyer Assam, 1882-33, in'- the' position of.a protected pyinee,.- '> (;

guaranteed against invasion, and 
' entrusted with uncontrolled oivi power, on junction of his paying

■ ' A Atchison 7 Tu -."Vcl !., f. tl8
t  Mr. Scott died iu August 1831, aw? ran wj.seceded by Mr. T. C. ftobwtsoo, awl 

he again by Captain F. .reukina in January 1334. A'A'.
' The n« me and fame of ltaVnl Scott .ore still s,reei.i on thfe North-East Frontier. Ho ,

•.vtaoncof ihosafcmork.(hla«ia »vb<» have from time to time been, the •: ;mm< s,t ot 
am iwiiai’ sendees. Rah the scene of his life’s labours been m Nortu-Wert or Cowrai 
ri.dia when- the are,at ptottum of Empire w*» then beirur worked'out, irnhwl of 
oiui.i’the obscure ‘jungles ot Usam, he romld.occupy a p)ao« jo history by the fdo

• e.fMaleotm,El|*ic’-- one, «ud Metcalfe. As itie, bis writings 1lw buried amid tbo dint of 
offiHai rtoord-roouis, and though lux name ie known toiyye of our •Frontier Officeni, his 
work in iia extant «uii power hi still hut little understood. J.’hn mwt iutcrestfe turn per, 
som'iy iWtnictt?*; (tart of my task in preparing t.lio presaVit v-'.-iam mm been thepdrowt of
• 8,soft's admirable TUsports raid letters. My regret is M  i have not bedu ablo to . y
f fiord fi'-te to collect ot tabulate these for a volume of official ‘ Sck-eUous'’.

A  ft*? , 1 l i 1
' • ' Ca/'x. ! .

; ' ■ ■  ■ • . . ■’ : vs
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, •; : ' .. , ........ of Us, 50,0(,0 a t’inalU ‘o the 'lover" -*.il I tco jw n m on i

; ■ M U  W %  u»l * J  S ,
A<*« W « - *  a lW 0 . Tnan^A uenC »t I t r i t i i  <■««!» ,
Ao t ,« g -vivAe became » Non.Regu&tion Vvovu ,-e of the Indian

.•Empire.
' TUe fore*>(»«2' is ft brief skeb'h of the mode in which the Qovcn.- 
.nent o b S S  V^e«»on of A m .  It. is ..v**sary for the purposes 
; f thb Kvmtivi' to add some fiw facto as to fcho -^teoH-bo e, un.tr w«od 

: ;v- v'euuc system in force the re at the. untie of tho British ocoHi{»«t'»n.
I - V,t • Tn tssam  n o t  o iitv  the soil b u t the dw ellers thereonV-'
t  yi»r aeve.ii> Syi>!*m of A>.5wn. „ r elans, lumbering from 1,0.00

t .  >»■•'>■> «<*■  w .  a *  « * .
0c jiv'ce ,<r four or freemen, each anil one i« ,?A . • -* - •:
hound to render personal service throughout tlw year to the Raj» or to $ 
ftro fficer  of SEte to whom he might, foi that, purpose he ass g-.cf 
The k»i-.» o.1 his part allowed to each path m the y b l  tw<> J W o  - 

. 1 A ,  land J  the sett absent on service being cultivated for hip by 
; ,i!  T m  ' A :  This • ! * * » #  * »  known as r a,*"f- or body

hu.d ■' The w i t  -ho received a piece of land for garden and boniest,i-e 
c : j C o f  assessr-wnt; in Jciccvledgmord. of whven be paid one 

■ r̂ > ,: arL d ly  either as home-*? oi i f h ^ o ^
custom of the district might d e W W ,  ^nd»$T

:. „Tf.r.,+ rf his two foofiits, he paid «h.e.bfc»tc one-«]*A.atuniayy ;J,
BO tilled. Artisans. and other u o i <h j e s  

• l  higher rate of p o lU p . The aborigmal and other wild tr.br.s .
K „  ;am  ? ? b w  jungly lulls within tbe y.m  tnee pan! a hovtru  on 
S-m cello., mltivation. The salaries t.f all Government oUitm--; 
favourite* iril retainers; and the maintenance .of the numerous ^hgw as 

S i m ,  were ptovi ted for by m o m e n t s  or « j£ J
: , i. ■„ ■ -itP lands to the persons to be bewiite... t>cc» to

N blirerm  try  yrere universally fottoed’ in this way, m d  « Jto 
.^ u ie B  by the L b ,  «r lands, which they had ihcmsolvc, reclam ed 

S n  ^ ‘4  slave labor, and which were hold by tln-m rent-free mm 
a* hereditary J» their families. . » •■

•• ••’ The llriti'hOM-emracm,commutedalUhe ;.* /■ -er’rtce b ’ ■ " ’
the State of Rs. S j»r tn^n, and r e h ^ U h e  slaves™

? ”, however wise and nroper ip ubfe' ahstnwf, had olie efLeet
T - Z X  * .Z >  V i , y  a  - o  i f tr  « * - .

’ ia..v lir flumry, intermediate between t i e  cultivator of the soil d U  
! lt)r>o.' w i tW E . The mode and nm.onnt of assessment oi he ud
i.Wrti-j now i,o longer ealied na ih  but ryots, have undergone many • 
X '  Z  that"tune  ; but the idea o personal service dn b; Jr
a U e b v t b . .8« b ^  nss never revived, ami the pmotoce of cash 

'. V- •. to and hv Oovemment has always been thoroughly e&tu iliwie*..

pH i^3 :;
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Not hi lie con'il havo t e n  more- wretched than the slate of Assam
whim the valley ywss' first occupied by our -'troop*, Thirty thbimnd 

, , ,. Assamese had boon curried off as
slaves by the Gurnaes1. M an y  

tWrgands.bad lost their lives, and large tracts of country • been Lrid 
(iy-olate by tbs wars, famines, and pestilences, which for nearly half a 
century had afflicted the province. The remnant of the people had 
rA.ost given iip cultivation, 'supporting themselves chiefly on , angle 
roots and plants. The nob dty a.tl 'priestly families '.had • retired to 
Goalpara or other refuse#-in .British territory, often after losing all'their 
properly ; and- with them had gone crowds of dependents glad to escape 
item the miseries of their native land. , ,

Strcb was Assam, as we found it, and mrah the revenue system ,
that prevailed there. The old records give much curious information: 
in regard to both, which it would be interesting to act out at, length ; 
h«t I hev-> confinai myself to u summary of salient.facts ns detailed y :
i.i the ordinary histories, this being suiticient, for my present purpose 
So much as has been stated it was desirable t > bring into promiuenc •,
:liat theve might be a clear understanding of the circumstances under 
which a frontier policy first U-»rae necessary for us in the north-east.
These wiil be made more apparent as we deal with the history of each ' v;.
tribe Rut 1 may here remark, by way of general p.nface, that we 
fmaid the Assam valley surrounded north, east, and south by nnm.eiv rs 

TheFrontier Tribes. savage and warlike tribes whom the
decaying authority of the Assam 

dynasty had furled of hue years to control, and w hom the disturbed 
condition of the province had incited to encroachment. Many of them 
advanced claims to rights more or less definite over lands lying in th 
plainsothers claimed tributary payments from the villages below 
iheir hills, or the services of paiks said to have been assigned them by 
the Assam authorities. It mattered of course little to us whether 

ri: clauiis bad their basis in prinjeeval rights from which the Phan ' 
invaders had partially ousted the hillinert, or whether they were merely 
the definite expres ion of t barbarian cupidity. Certain it was that such 
drums. existed, and that they had been, to some extent aud in some 
places, f< rrnally recognised by our predecessors. The engagements under 
which the Native Governments lay were transferred to r.s with the 
peculiar revenue system above described ; and it was ono of our earnenfc 
task# to endeavour to reconcile such arrangements, where we could 
discover them, with the requirements of enlightened policy. But >1, 
wus not always easy .to 'discover them, for the tribes assert:i,g thenc 
knew 'nothing of our intentions, and seldom in the earlier year.-‘of out 
adnc.n.vstratmu refom-J their claims directly for&ckm ..lodgment.orcom* 
promise. When we did arrive in any case at a depute nndeiwtandiiig' :.
as to the rights of any tribe, we were ready, as a rule, to treat them 
fairly and liberally ; and, ob the whole, wc- have no reason in this vet pent 
to be ashamed of the general bearings of our policy upon the North-

Frontier But we are met to this day by difficulties arising from

"





' . i: if lif ' ! <‘V' ! •hi';- .K'1. ;v : : ■ rt>. - y c  ■ ; ' nv ■, of
.'T]b© of British hjtorcour.se vutli Bhutan as t

yi foreign p-w *t has already been well ami fully told in ti o admirable
. ' . , ' w»o"ts of Pemberton, Edo.., and others , awl there* is no need'.pan to

t iw w) tli tarn* g r »nd. But inasmuch as Bhutan marches mi'It tin 
most westerly districts o f :Assam/ and seeing .that the occnpeIhop. of 

*;v .••• '.hat pros inee brc ght m  into p-.uiiar revenue vein ions with the
' Blmtirti both of Bhutan proper and of its neighbouring highlands it :

is »e«“**ar\ t » raj something of that uncouth race, to give complete- p ,«
ness to the history of the frontier administration,

: Along the base of the Bhutan hills, arid sloping; downwards to the 
' . • , . n , ,, plains, there stretches from west to

east a narrow tract of tortile Sand
varying in breadth from ter. to twenty pules, the possession of whi< h ., .
1. <- always, to the inhabitants of the barren hills above, been a matter 

k " of importance. Cotton, rice, and other staples grow there, the '..duo of ' '
vi inch was always greatly appreciated both by Ihoru and by the A-iti vo " ; y . O
Assamese Government. But the malario; ; and deadly character ol
the tract arid their own feebleness of late years prevented the Assam
Ihi jas from giving efficient proteoti-r) to the iudigenous cultivators or /
establishing an undispute dominion over the soil and ife products;
while by means of the passes or broad straths leading from the hills .
and intersecting this belt of te-mi' the highlanders held the practical '*

, command of the border, and in course of- time, established, what they 
y V ';■■;. -.onsidered rights over the whole of the debatable tract. ,|j
• • Along: the frontier of Bhutan proper lay eighteen of these parses, 1

stratus, of dwavs, eleven on the frontier of Bengal and Cooch Ikh.ir, \
A jC/cu on that of Assam. The land at the foot of tho Bergal and ' ec '■ 

f'-och Behar OvriOr had long since been forcibly annexed by the 
Bhutias; and the Assamese rulers, though always keenly alive-to the value 
of this malarious Goshen which lay upon their border, and never to the .

• last resigning their eiaim to he a t least paramount'owners of plaids ' . yAk
up to the actual mountain ridges, were in their decay unable fully to

J
-* Ink', air their claims. Accordingly to the hill t.lbes here, re, well as to
tbiAc on .other pads of the border, concessions were made by tho '

Assamese author dies, which it is probable could' hot have been" refused, 
but which would undoubtedly ha,o been retracted had opportunity 
made this potable.

' - ' . : ; 1 : .
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'  ̂ %csa seven Dwi»rs, including Ifract below

, tribute. This tribute was to consist of yak tails, p̂u .e--,  ̂ rattsk,

Bun es 4'JS6»1 yearly, So long as this was palj|,: the Kamrup P '.ars1, 
were tp remain in the band of the Bhubias ab the year round, hot, by 
a einioi s arrangement, the Durruog Dwars wh'i io be ^annually

This anomalous provision of course led to trouble. The suhoriunate: 
collecting agencies, whether Assamese or Bhuiia, were not very oasvfuj 
in gjvkg effect to the stipulation ; and the unfortunate peasants wore 
in the end harassed by-two sets of tax-gathfems equally obnoxious and 
equally oppressive in. their mode of .dealing. A Itirtht’r and end! * a 

"ri:, source of 'dripote was the fact that the tribute wait paid inf kind, tpilp:.

sottierdonl of claims and liabilities,^this arrangement Opened put an.

■ Sc ; e wea ale of tb 1 •<d, ■ e i ...,arrels q1

bargain, and, though it confirmed to the Bhutias tfco'^arrangements made 
vith them by the Assamese, it would not consent ter be periodically 
swindled even in such things as yak. tails and piebald' ’ponies. 
Dealing with the question as a mere matter of business* the Governor 
GwirruTs Agent put up the Bhutia tribute a® it carafe/.id to .public 
auction, and debited the highlanders with the difference between the 
price realised and the amount due at the treaty valuation, In this way ;

It; a constantly accruing balance mounted up, which the Bhutias-could never ■
m*A • to induced to adjusfc, and which probably they were never able to under
. ' ,iimd, Pema'ida for payment were met by evasion, «*r by aggression,

* The Dwitrs in Goaipara are rms actio-fl here, iiiwnmch a> Oio .Ipar;, though, after- 
war? • made a district of Assam, ini’iong ere our oonqtiSsl of that pro-rife « part of ic e "
;■ i-.bdh.rirt r.' ifeoigpore.



ituii the plunder and abduction of British subjects. In I82S ' oniragco 
Bhitia outrages, .1828. cbtnnutfedV the dongpen or Bhntir

official in charge of the Booreeg-nria 
Dwav led to the aitaehmenfc by the G, moment of the tract so-called', 
ft wa» restored ?n 1834 on payment of a fine, and in consequence of an 
assurance that the princip 1 offenders had died in the interim.

Fresh outrages in the Bijni Dvrir in the following year coupled 
^4 ' " refusal to pay even the current tribute, I-od to threats of farther 
attachment, which wow not, however, at that- time carried out. But 
lb.1 enro,'<rent of the * ssaiu Sebundy Corps for frontier defence proved |
that tin Government was gradually being driven to the conclusion that 
energetic measures of repression or 'retaliation might shortly be called 

h.-m. in'iaaa for. Wanton incursions from die
Banska Dwar into North Kararun in . ■ 1 ;r]

let! to the* attachment of that Tvw-ir and ultimately to armed colli” 
sion with'the Bhutias, in which.the hilhneii suffered heavy loss,. 'With' 
savages, as with children, punishment brings about a speed v, though 
tint always a lasting- repentance, and the Central Govorimertt of V f'
Bhutan, with its local representatives, speedily making euhmis- > ’•«
siou, the • attached' lands were again, given up. There was much ‘ G,'V' 
reason tc fear, however, that our officers were in this matter hayilpd 
into negociations with, irresponsible agents, for the Deb Kaja of 
Bhutan never formally ratified the tr-,sty purporting to have been made 
jii his name, L liable to realise a state. of complete anarchy where all

Futile attempts at regular negiKsIatieu. 1'!'* , | c',nits Government existed,
Calcutta Secretariats seem always

•"to have believed that could .the central -authority in Bhutan be only ' ^
reached, the peace of the border would be. effectually secured. 7 he 
local officers knew better than this, but time after time they had to 
beemiie thr clippuels for solemn remonstrances 'nrhiok had no result, and 
to advise ..amto the conduct q£ negotiations for which they could only 
anticipate failure. J l> w

in 183? Captain Pemberton, then the great authority on all Eastern
Pembertaa’s mission, 1837. Frontier . matters, w?s sent on a

special mission to the jDhurm and 
Deb Rqjas, and his report is still our chief source of information regard-' 
mg the ulterior of this barbarous State, He was instructed “ to settle., 
terms' of commercial intercourse between British India and Bhutan, and,

'if possible, to effect such au adjustment of the tribute payable for the 
Divers as might diminish the chances of misunderstanding arising from 
that source, ’’ The impression derived by Captain, Pemberton, frpn, what f
be saw,of the country was‘diet the Central Government was powerless. ^Pf|§i
to control the Penlows or local, authorities, of. the outlying districts, and | p | f |
Thai it was mainly owing r the conduct of these men, and notably pif / ;.vV'̂
the T'ongso and Pam Pcnlows, the Governors, respectively, of East and c

:.TVT"..d; Bhutan, with their subordinate local ollheers, thrt the peace of the 
Iron tier, had been-so- often-disturbed. •

No effectual .or permaneat'.-revult- accrued/from. the mission. The 
■treaty proposal by tbs'envoy the Bhutan Durbar was afraid hi sign, bear- *:
ing somewhat severely as m  .stipulations did upon the Tongso XViuew.

j: | , , • i  - \ i
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lortliur t<faww» of. fo® ̂ * , 1 8 * 4 .  openIy hav;bo,ired b? t hom, U d
fin uru! I'uLted share. The forbearance. sbown. by the fi, vermueut 
seemed to the Bhutias merely pvooi of Weakness, 'and ineptitude; 
Remonstrance elicited only msolenco, covert or overt, and at length 

• in is 5-1. the Durbar soul a rude; intimation - that the compensation paid 
for the loss of the Assam IJwars was insufficient. and must bo in
creased. The■ Indian Government as a matter of course, refused To 

■v' ooidply with the demand, and the refusn' wa>, follow.'I 1>y 1 at:.. 
mute on Assam in which the Dewargiri- Raja and his superior, the 
Torigsd/ Pcni'.'M , were shown to have been concerned. A  feeble attempt 
|,y iue Deb liaja to call Tougso Pen low to -account provoked from 

. that chieftain a most.insolent communication addressed fo the Governor
General's Agent in Assam. Lord Dalhonsio, before whom it was laid, 
was the last Governor General likely to overlook an insult. He at ouce 

f  * directed that the Durbar.should, be told through Tongso Berlov, himself
‘ ' that-the'value'of all property plundered by the Bhutias would in future

. be deducted from the .sum annually
Warning* given wine Bout** paid on account of *.he Assam

D.wdri-, and that any further outrage would lead to the permanent 
nanoxath n of the Dwarf, on the Bengal side also, In in- position 

* occupied by Toogso J’enlow, these me; j utvs would, it, was conceived/
affect him even more directly than they affected the Central Govern-.

Threats,'however, had no permanent effect, upon % people so 
- 'barbarous as the Bhutias. Year affer year fresh, violations of British

territory were perpetrated till the Government, was .it last driven into 
action. In JSbO it attached the erstate of Î ilUSjcotbi, the avenues of

which had i ’Ug been paid to Bhutan/', 
Mr. EJee e mission. ; (l virtue of. an  old • i ratigenient.

ami was fully prepared fo give effect to the scheme of Ib.'dl v anue/iug 
■ the B, nga Dwars... But, before taking tln« extreme step, the Governor 

, General --1 hat no shadow of excuse might be left to the Durbar—-thought
• it, well to serid a fresh mission to explain ..to.. the Del and Diicrip

Baja? the light in which the British Government, .of India v, as com
pelled to vi-w the acts of officials, who, whatever rheir real position,

jl& s  ' wm  i i  , s § i ®  «  I
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border farms. It is trao that all our expectations in regard. i< the effect 
of the payment have not been realized. It has not yet created a st*vi«g 
central powr able and v 'lling to control at all times tae outlying 
Chiefs. Internal dissension has oeeti rife and fatal to the advance of 
the country. The feudatories who formerly shared in the distribution of 
the ..ssarn stipend, or ,vho levied their own shares iheref rem as it passed 
their hands, now see themnelws overlooked. But they find it a safer 
and more pr< iitable enterprise to wrest what they can from the authorities 
at Poo:mkhti than to attempt any further violations of British territory 
They limit their lawie* effort# to internecine struggles for power and 
place, seeking ■ aeli for himself t be the chief recipient of the British 
bounty. On more than one occasion it has been found that a threat to 
stop the treaty payment has produced amid the contending factionsf  
ready unanimity to comply with our demands. And so long as this is 
trie case, and the peace of the border is maintained, it -hardly seems the 
duty of the British Government to interfere in the internal concern? of 
a'foroiou people however-barbarous, even, on the ground that our doing 
so would, confer cm them material benefit. Our frontier relations' with ' 
the Bhutan Durbar are now extremely simple. We bold the Dwars and 
nermit no interference, with.our jrabjects there settled; but so long as 
the Bhutifls behave themselves peaceably, we pay to the central power 
for. the time being the sum of Rs. 25,000 as comjnmsation for the loss, 
of jjsoniv fertile territory, and for the due. maintenance of the He facto 

' rulers of that State. When the results of "tins policy are shown to ho
't unsatisfactory, it will be tune to change it.*

The boundary line between British Territory and Bhutan , from
the Monass river on the west to the 

Deimroaiion of boundary Dcoshani river on the east (where
the territory of Independent Bhutan ends) was laid down in i $72-78; 
It was found that the Bio. tins had again taken possession of Dewangiri 
and were making collections from the traders there- Those sums 
were deducted from the next Treaty payment, and- a warning > given 

B ; them future encroachments would be; seriously regarded. No further
I f  • complications have since been reported.

Towards the close of 1874 the Lientenant-GoYerr.or of Bengal, 
?f‘ > _ , SirBi. Temple, received a visit from.

Bator events. lhe }),.(. Raja ai Buxo, when friendly
sentiinaits were interchanged. Late in .1870 news came of civil war 
in Bhutan, and the. Poonakha Jong pen and Paro Penlow took refuge m 
British territory, where they and their followers were provided with 

'i ■ subswteneo by the Government; their extradition, which was demanded.
b ein g  refused. The onlv question now likely to disturb our amsc»Me 
roifirions with Bhutan is this matter of the extradition of offenders, the 

: : principles upon which we demand or refuse tl*' not being understood
by uncivilised highlanders unacquainted witU the rudiments of intr ■■ - 

, n .t ’ end ‘aw.
, ;  ̂ 1874a deduction was .made from the Treaty payment, on account of. .IsooiHw

committed by Bhot-iiw in Kainrup. The amngonient thus places in our omds an 
ettective r.«M» of dealing: with border crime as well m  wiKb Mate aggression.
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, CHAPTER III.

,.’ ■ 1HK i m ’EA-BHUTAN BHITTUS.

The fi ve Dwars of Bijni, Cbappakhamnr, Chappaguri, Banska, and 
Ghruikolla lie on tlte northern face of the District of Kamrup. Crossing 
the Bornffl.idi river eastward, we come to the District of .Darning', and 

.' tedhe Dwars of.Railing.and Booreegurna. Of these seven Dwars, hei.i 
. for.: erly by the Bhutiaa of Bhutan Proper, enough has been said is)

... „ .■„■.■■,  the preceding chapter. To the east
fh.'» Kariapara Dwar pf £ » o m , ^ ma m o th e r DwAr

called Kuriapara, formerly held by hill men of the Bbutia stock in '
more or less direct subjeution to Thibet and .owing no allegiance to the 
"Pcouftklia Durbar. .v'

Many interesting facts regarding the state of commercial inter
course between Assam and Thibet fere collected by Pemberton in his 
Report on the North-East Frontier. There we find quoted the following

description of the trade as given by 
Hamilton: At. a place called

Ghonna, two months’ journey from Lassa, on the confines of the tv?o 
States, there is a mart established, and on the Assam side there is a 
similar mart at Gcegunshur, distant four miles from Ohouna. An 
annual caravan repairs from Lfeasi to Ghouna, conducted by about 20 
persons, conveying silver bullion to the amount of about one lakh of 
rupees, and a considerable quantity of rock salt for sale to the Assam 
:• erchauts at Geegunshur, to which place the latter bring rice, which 

is imported into Thibet from Assam in large quantities ; Tubbs cloth, 
p kind of coarse silk cloth, manufactured by the Native women in Assam 
from the q ueen downwards ; iron and lac found in Assam, and other 
skins, buffalo horns, pearls, and corals, first imported from Bengal." 
ii> 1B09 this trade amounted in value to two lakhs of rupees, even 
although Afesam was then itself in a most unsettled state. The imports 
from Thibet, in the shape of woollens, gold dust-,, salt, musk, horses., 
cuowri.s, and Chinese silks, were especially noticeable. The protracted 
troubles of Assam ultimately affected the traffic, but even in the ywr 
before the Burmese invasion, the Lassa merchants .. ere said to have 
brought down gold amounting in value to Rs. 70,000. The Burmese 
oocup ition put a stop to this annual fair for a time. In .138 a successful 
attempt was made to revive it by Lieutenant Rutherford, who then had 
charge of Burning,. Of all this trade the Kiiriapara Dwar is the 
principal channel.* Udatgiri is now -’ue place where the' fair is held,

* l>ss important fairs tor the Bhutan Bandar: .ire held at Karlwria on t in. Lukiui 
River just h.yout: tfee borders of ‘framing; and at Daiiuara, north .of bdafbri. •
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•i of Tonang U .jn, >vd u; v .d i ^ 0
and iD-O, these Rhutias gave as much trouble as th< r m ighbou m on 

, " the west, anti in consequence of outrages committed by teem, the Dwar
4v;; «,i, resumed by the authorities of Din-rung. In the cold season, of

y  !: -■■■■,. IW 'i-H , the hath Rajas, in company with represenutu-es of the Towanjf ;
I f f S  . I>a tear, had a a interview with -Captain Gordon, .Asslriant to the,

Governor General's Agent, and for- 
CYssiou of tie- »w4r for an annual pay- m:lj lv relinquished si’l claim to t h >

lands of the Kuriapara Dwar in 
; , consideration of an annual payment of Its. 5,0(10; this sunr-very nearly 

representing the amount which,, they used to revise from the tract, by 
direct collection during the eight .months of the year for which they 
held. it. The annual stipei d o£ the Sath Rajas is spent nl the » dalgtri 
fair, and' finds- its way in the shape o I cotton and other goods towards 

-. Tow'aug and Lassa.
In 1852 a -misunderstanding arose between the' British, find 

Thibetan Governments on account of one of these .-Sath Rajas, 
known as the Gelling or Gelong, who had been entrusted by the Lassa 

T> , authorities with control over the
",ory 0 no Tu.itif, *> other Chiefs and-jurisdiction, in' the--:

hills near Kuriapara. The Gelling took advantage of his position to de
clare himself independent, and to intercept the money paid -by the 
British authorities Troops were' seat against him from Lassa, and, 
though at first able to hold his own. he was eventually driven 
across the border in! > Durrong. His extradition was demanded by 

,:L : : . the Thmetans in th« most pefctmptory terms, perpetual war being- the
lightest penalty threatened in the event of refusal. An army was 

" pushed down towards the plains, and there was at one tune immi
nent prospect of a Thibetan invasion of Assam. Four hundred light

*■ Seven Princes’’:—a common title of the Blin m Chiefs fa this quarter not 
V?." nmsiwiiy .mplying the existence of the precise. u umber wen.

{>) Judicial Proceedings, Oih September 18S2-,:No, !><S,



V THE NORTH-EAST FttO'SfTlER OF BENGAL. 1 7  O l j
. ■■■,.. >

infantry and a couple of six pounders were hurried up to the frontier, 
and served to check the ardour of the hillmen, who.after much, bluster 
and many demands for the Getting's head, said they would he content 
with a document from the Governor General's’ Agent, certifying 
that the Gelling was no longer in life. They were not particular as to 
the actual fact |  but wished to save their honor by an appearance 4 
of success; in this being perhaps not less diplomatic than more 
civilised nations. The desired certificate they did not obtain; but 
eventually peace was made by a treaty* ratifying, on the one hand, the . 
former payment of Rs. 5,000, and guaranteeing, on the other, to the 
followers of the Gelling Raja immunity for their rebellion. It was 
agreed also that the Gelling himself should live under British protec
tion and restraint to the south of the Brahmaputra. The Thibetans did 
not respect the stipulations of the treaty as regards the Selling's 
paitizanSj for seven of these were brutally murdered as soon as they 
returned to the hills. The Government did not think it necessary to 
take nohee of this, as the event took place outside British Territory.
J.l;e Gelling himself continued for several years to reside at Gow- 
“afctT- 1861 1,0 became reconciled ta the Towang- Deo or
Deb Raja of Towang, and returned to the hills. There he s on 
aimm became involved in quarrels with the Sutb Rajas, whom 
he defrauded of certain dues upon caoutchouc' (an important 
staple in those parts) and once more he had to ilv into Durrung 
where till ,1864 he occupied a house near Kuriapara. In April of 
that year 50 or 60 Bhutias came down by night, surrounded his 
dwelling and murdered him in cold blood. This was presently ascer
tained to have been by order of the Sath Rajas, under instiga
tion or the Towang Deo, with whose summons to attend him the

* The text of the treaty is subjoined. (Political frogs,, October 1853, No 04) For 
the earlier treaty of 1841, see Aitchison, Vol. I., pp. 143 7

) ,-,SCeaf !̂ r ^ dJ >y Re,D and f’UtPBW*, and CHAUaUASDOO Nawi.NO
Zmak'Durrw,i)° ^  tJEH0°. Shuha Rajas, on. the 2Sth January 1853, at Jiun-mhparah,

i Changdandoo Baja, Naman*. Bedea Baja, Dao Nnrhon Ram, being deputed
v  Cf1w,.'4c 1' carfyJ * tors.of fneodship to the Agent, Governor General) North.
Fast rbntier, desiring that the former friendly relations which existed between the
o^T f o u r O m t ^ ‘, i 0Uk Oowrnm/ nt <«•*& by the misbehaviour of
t h n -  tHtiv rfh , n d- re9um*,> ;",d ourselves desirous above all

* ' 9̂ <mW 6xut between our Government and that of India, do (now that 
8 .ire assured he Government ol India do not intend to invade our country) hereby 

solemnly declare that all military force in excess of wliat is req ,-ired to maintain order in 
our own country shall be immediately withdrawn, and the soldiers sent to their houses •
hithwm t1* ewrr bpokeo byU9’ w®8̂ 1 consider that all claim to the Rs. r>i,0C\

i‘V Paid fe°ur Government by the Government of India, shall be forfeited 
s,ud that our trade with the people of the plains shall be put a stop to. ’
p  tbl9 of our ow,n good will agree to and swear to in the presence of Captains

i f s a s s s s

^ -‘v i'% ' ' ' . ; . y"/'
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Gelling bad refused to comply. ‘No very decided action was taken by  
Government upon this violation of its territory. Towang being 

* nominally under Thibet, the Government of India sanctioned a reference
to Lassa. on the subject, but this was never actually made; and the idea 
of stopping payment of the annual allowance of the Sath baps was 
deprecated by the local authorities as being likely to lead to further 
raids, (k) The Rajas were, it was urged, mere savages who looked on 
the Gelling as one of their own tribe, and could not realise that they 
did any in jury to us by dealing out punishment to a kindred Bhutia, 
even in British territory. The Government of Bengal ordered a de
mand to be made for the surrender of the murderers, and the Gov
ernment of India pointed out afresh that political refugees s »ou 
not be allowed to live near the frontier ; but the demand was never 
pressed, and the advice could only be noted for future guidance; and 
so the matter dropped.

In the cold weather of 1867 there was an unfounded alarm that(8)
the Thibetan Th along Bhutias m- 

Later events. tended to attack Assam, but as a
fact the relations of the Bengal Government with these tribes have for 
many years been perfectly amicable, and limited m a in ly  to papnen o. 
the annual stipend, and the commercial intercourse of the l dalgrn tair.

The restrictions placed, on free intercourse with the bills under the 
Inner Line Regulation (described in Chapter VIII below; gave rise 
to some complaint in 1876-77, but the grievance was met by the issue 
of passes to all persons bond fide engaged m supplying the iullmen.
Iu 1878 the provisions of the Regulation were suspended along their 
frontier, and in 1880 the good offices of the Deputy Commissioner o . 
Burning were effectual in settling a quarrel between these Bhutias am. 
those of Kukaria subject to Bhutan proper.

In 1872-73 the boundary between Assam and the Towang
Bhutias was formally laid down 

Demarcation of boundary. ;rom the Deosham river on the
west to the Rowta river on the east. The line proposed by the 
British officers was readily accepted by the Bhutias and. by net am 
Thibetan officials who came down to inspect it.

Eastward of Kuriapara lies the extensive division of Char Dwar or
« the four passes,” on the borders oi 

The Bimtias of Char Dwar. which are the Rooprai GanW and
Sher Ganw Bhutias, who claim to be independent of Towang. , Ihur 
Chiefs, like those of the Kuriapara Bhutias, are called bath Baias, 
the principal one having' the title of Durji Raja. In _ common with all 
the other tribes on this frontier, these Bhutias claimed a trum e

(-) Political Proceedings, J u n e  1861, Nos. 3-6.
Political Proceedings, October 1864; Nos. 18-21.

(s) .Political Proceedings, December 1867, N c. 67.
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payment from the plains which they collected annually.* In February 
1826, an arrangement, was made with them by Captain Mutthie, in 
virtue of which the Durriing authorities resumed the right of direct, 
collection and paid the Bhutias Rs. 2,628*7. as compensation on that 
account Ik 1839, however, this payment was stopped in consequence of 
their having murdered one Madhoo Sykeah, a British subject. The 
Durji Raja with the rest made in the usual inconsistent way the most 
earnest protestations of innocence of present guilt and promises to 
behave better for the future, and as usual they were eventually par
doned, and a reduced allowance of Rs. 1,7-10 guaranteed them. The 
boundary line of the Char Dwar Bhutias was laid down in 1872-73 
from the Rowta river on the west to the Ghabroo river on the cast.
The Bhutias here put forward extravagant claims to hinds on the 
plains, which were rejeeted by the officers demarcating the boundary.
At a meeting with the Deputy Commissioner of Durrung in February 
1878 their Chiefs expressed themselves satisfied with this decision.
They have come down regularly every cold season to trade, establishing 
themselves at a place called Darmara, two miles north of our boundary'.
In the case of these Bhutias also the Inner Line Regulation has been 
kept in abeyance.

The most easterly tribe of Bhutias are the Thebengeas. These
The Thebengea Bhutias. j.lVe in, the :1l’tCri()!' ° f_ the hiUs *,1<!

formerly collected dues m Char
Dwar along with the Rooprai clans, A feud, however, sprang up 
between them, and for years they only entered Assam to trade by 
the circuitous route of the Kuriapara Dwar. Their annual visit to 
purchase goods was made to a mart called Mazbat in Char Dwar. Their 
chief village is 16 days’ journey from the plains, and they have 
always been peaceably behaved. They receive an annual stipend of 
Rs. 145-13-0 only.

Satisfactory evidence of the friendly relations existing between 
our officers and the Thibetan Bhutias will be found in the following 
incident, which is reproduced from the Assam Administration Report 
for 1879-80

At the beginning of February a difference occurred in British territory between 
the Thibetan and the Kherkaria Bhutias, subjects of Bhutan Proper, which- was 
amicably arranged by tbe Sub-Divisional Officer of Mangaldai. The circumstances 
of this affair are as follows :—

One Perm Thallong Bhutia, a resident of Bhutan Proper, made his way last 
year to the T.ivvang Bhutia encampment at Amratol (the first stage iti the hills after 
leaving British territory), p.nd,-it is alleged, stole a pony belonging to the Towang 
people.  ̂ He was caught and takeu before the Gelieng Raja, who sentenced him to 
pay a fine of Rs. 20 in cash, 4 pieces of' cloth, arid 4 brass pots. Paolft Thallong, 
feeling aggrieved at the punishment awarded him last year by the Gelieng Raja, 
sought his opportunity for revenging himself, and on the 1st February last, while 
one of the Gelleng Raja’s personal attendants was trading in a village in the neighbour
hood of Udalguvi, suddenly appeared with a companion, seized him, and forcibly took

* Their agreement, similar in terms to that of the Towang Bhutias, is printed in 
Aitchison’s Treaties, Yolume I., pp. 146. The precise amount of the allowances, as 
given in Aitohison, differs from the figures in the text: but the point is unimportant.
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from him a pony and a silver waist-belt which were in the servant’s charge. Perna 
then returned to Kherkeria, leaving a letter with the Gelleng Raja’s man, stating 
that he I Perna) had done this in return for the line the Golleng Raja had sentenced 
him to pay in the previous year. On the above facts being reported to the Sath Riijus, 
who were at the time at (Jdalguri, by the Gelleng Raja’s servant, they at once sent 
26 followers to the some of the oocorrenoe to search for Pema and arrest him. Mr. 
Dribevg, the Sub-Divisional Officer at Mangnldai, immediately sent instructions to 
Prem Gaimbo, the Chief of the Sath Rajas, to recall his men and not to make any 
disturbance in British territory, and himself went promptly to Udalguti to inquire 
into the matter. Mr. Driberg found that Pema had retired to the hills after 
selling the pony for Re 4-5, and had taken the waist-belt with him. lie had 
a long discussion with the Sath Rajas, pointing out the impropriety they had com
mitted in sending their men to'attempt the arrest of Pema in British territory, and 
that bad Pema been reinforced front Kherkeria a serious disturbance between the 
Towang a nd Bhutan people would probably have followed, for which they would 
have been held responsible. Having thus convinced the Rajas of the mistake they 
had made in attempting to take the law into their own hands while they were guests 
to. tlm British Government, and on its territory, Mr. Driberg obtained from them 
an ample apology, and a promise to leave the settlement, of the matter in his hands.
He thereupon wrote to the Radi Dutcpn, the Bhutanese Raja of Knerkeria, with 
whom he was well acquainted, and at a meeting with him succeeded in obtaining from 
him not only a written apology, but also the payment of Rs. 45, the pr;cc at which 
Pema had sold the pony, and Rs. 55, the estimated value of the waist-belt, as well as a 
promise to restore the stolen belt within twenty nights and to procure the exam pi ary 
punishment of Perna. With this satisfaction Mr. Driberg expressed himself content, 
an<3, re-purchasing the stolen pony from the person to whom Pema h ad soM it, testoied 
it to its owner, [The belt, was subsequently recovered and restored to the Gelleng. j
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CHAPTER IY.

THE AK AS—HAZARI-KHAVAS, AND KA'PACHOBS.
Eastward of the Bhutias, and between them and the Bhoroli (or more 

correctly the Desserai) river, live the Akasor Arkus, known among- them
selves as Hrusso* The Alcas are of two clans—(i) the Hazari-Khawa, 
or (i eaters at a thousand hearths,” and (2) the Kapachors, or “ thieves

Divisions and allies of the Alois, ' ' j 10 a m 'd the cotton plants.
1 hose are a most energetic and Savage 

trine, who for twenty years were the pests of Char I)war. With the aid of 
the Migis, a fierce and cognate race in the interior, they long defied the 
power of the Towang Deo in the hills. Both elans of Akas together 
did not, however, in IBM number over 260 families. Of the Migis 
there were from three to four hundred households. The Hazari-K hawks 
were the only branch of this tribe to whom the Assamese conceded 
formally any right to share in the produce of the Dvvars. The Kapa
ehors had no such rights, and anything that they received from the 
cultivators was simply extorted from their fears. To the Hazari- 
K ha was the Assam Government had granted the right of posa,

The right of pom or' as $  ig often rather inaccu
rately called, “ blaelc-mail.”  The 

nature of this right will be easily understood from the descrip
tion already given of the old revenue, system of Assam in Chapter I.
Certain sets of path were assigned to the hillmen, and made liable 
to pay to them instead of to the State their fixed annual contributions.

It is a mistake to suppose that the pom, which, m  we shall see, was 
paid to most of the hill tribes bordering on the plains, was an uncertain, 
ill-defined exaction, depending in amount upon the rapacity of the 
different hordes who might descend to levy it. ( 1) It was really a 
well-ascertained revenue payment, on account of which a corresponding 
remission was made in the State demand upon the ryot satisfying it.
It may have had its origin in encroachment, or it may have been based 
upon customary and primeval rights asserted by the hillmen; hut it was 
a distinct feature in the revenue system of the country when the 
British annexed Assam. As stated in Chapter I it was at first the 
object ot our local officers to maintain intact the arrangements of their 
Native predecessors, and to avoid the appearance of anythin** like 
radical or unexpected change ; and Mr. D. Scott, the British Governor 
of Assam for some years after its annexation, was peculiarly cautious

* Ileselmeyer, A p u d  Dalton in loco. See also Asiatic Society’s Journal, XXXVII_194.

(*) Revenue Proceeding*, n th  August 1834, No. 5.
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in dealing with the rights, fancied or real, of the hill tribes. He 
explicitly continued to them the right of realizing then- respective 
shares of pom  from the ryots direct.

According to the records of 1825, if would seem that the Kazan- 
Khawas were entitled to receive from each house (*) of their allotted 
khels “ one portion of a female dress, one bundle of cotton thread, and 
one cotton handkerchief.” At this period the Kapachors (or ivoppa- 
to m  sb the old records style them) were probably not looked upon as a 
separate clan, for we read that the -Hazari-Khawas were excepted to 
give ‘ a part’ of their collections to the Kapachors.

The inconvenience of permitting a horde of savages to descend 
annually upon the cultivated lands for the purpose of collecting petty 
dues from each household was very soon felt by the British Govera- 
UULS . merit to bo unbearable. Quarrels
Commutation of the pota of the Hazari- outrage were the natural con-

Kliawas. comitants of such a custom, and
•it a very early period of our management orders were given to 
invite the liilimen to surrender their right of direct collection lor 
•ns annual lump payment in lieu. In many instances no difficulty
was found in introducing this reform ; in others the p < |P ^  s
were looked upon with suspicion. The claims of the llaza - 
Khawas were at last commuted for a yearly sum of in». w o. Alas, 
however, they did not long continue to draw, their connection with 
the Kapachors having brought them into trouble with Government 
in 1885. For nine years after that they kept aloof from any inter
course with our officials, and it was not till 1841 that they were finally 
brought to terms.

The Kapachors under their leader, the Tangi or Taghi Baja, were
long the terror of Darning and

The outrages ot the Kapachors. of all the neighbouring clans. Al-
thoup’h they numbered only about 80 families, they were able, from the 
nature of the country and their local knowledge, to defy both 
and British Governments for many years.(*)_ shortly before the 
annexation the Taghi Baja murdered tfe  .Native official in charge f 
Char Dwar, with twenty of his immediate followers. For this the clan 

outlawed, and Mr. D. Scott, the .first Commissioner of Assam, foi- 
bade their entering the plains, styling them a set of lawless brigands; 
but they nevertheless extorted from the ryots of Burping a ooutnbut.on 
of Cloths year by year, just as though they were g f  ^  £

In 1829 they were worsted in a quarrel with then biethien,
IIazari-Khawas, and their leader fled into Assam, where he was 
can fared and sent to Gowhatty Jail. Here he became devout, and 
placed himself under the ghostly teachings of a Hindu* spiritual guide,

* Button.

|S| <SL
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(>) Political Proceedings, 5th February 1825.
( a) Political Proceedings, 18th M arch 1835, Noa. 7-8.
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on whose security he was somewhat rashly released by the Governor 
General's Agent in 1832. Once free he fled to the hills, rallied his 
broken elan, murdered all who had been in anyway concerned in his 
capture, and brought his career to its(') climacteric on the 3rd Feb
ruary 1835, by cutting up and burning the Assam Light Infantry 
outpost at Baleepara, massacring 1.7 souls—men, women, and children.
In this outrage it was believed that the Taghi Raja had been assisted 
by the Hazari-Khawas, and there were good reasons for suspecting that 
his energy and daring had made him at this time virtual Chief of both 
clans of Akas, and given him influence even over the Duphlas in the 
neighbouring hills. At any rate the payment made by Government to 
the Hazari-Khawas was stopped, as already noted. For seven years 
after the Baleepara affair, this successful brigand haunted the border 
jungles, evading every effort made for his capture, and leading repeated 
forays into Char l)war.(2) In December 1837 he carried off several 
captives, and outposts of troops had to be moved up into stockades 
at the very foot of the hills to protect the low country from his 
depredations. Again in 1338-3®, and yet again in March. 1841, 
similar raids took place, and Government was seriously contemplating 
an expedition in force, when suddenly either weary of a hunted 
life, or distrustful of his ability to face of a regular attack, he came 
in and surrendered. It was alleged that offers of pardon had been 
unauthorized!}* held out to him by the “ Kotokies” (an officially recog
nised class of interpreters and clan agents), and looking to the bad effect 
any ostensible breach of faith might have, the Raja was released on his 
binding himself by solemn oath, not to injure our ryots again. He gave 
hostages for his good conduct, the Kotokies on this occasion becoming 
his formal sureties. He even agreed to live permanently on the plains, 
and a small allowance of Rs. 20 was settled upon him. Through his 
influence, the other leaders of the Akas came in and accepted stipends, 
at the same time binding themselves to preserve the peace of Char Dwar.

The whole amount to be disbursed to the Akas was at that time 
, , ... „ ,, lo,„ fixed at Rs. 380 per annum. The

oaths taken by them “ on the skins 
of a tiger and bear, on elephant's dung, and by killing a fowl," have 
on the whole been faithfully observed, though they have made several 
attempts, not always unsuccessful, to get their allowances raised. In 
April 1887, for instance, it was reported that they had refused to accept 
their stipends which had gradually been increased to a total of Rs. 668.
The Taghi Raja was believed to be at the bottom of this combination, 
the object of which was avowedly to obtain a further increase. Govern 
ment at once stopped the whole allowances pending further orders,

(*) Political Proceedings, 13tli March 1835, Nos. 7-8.
Political Proceedings, 4th May 1835, Nos. 2-3.

(*) Political Proceedings, 17th January 1838, Nos. 46-48.
Political Proceedings, 16th January 183.9, Nos. 52-53.
Political Proceedings, 20th July 1840, Nos. 114-15.
Political Proceedings, 19th April 1841, Nos. 80 1.
Political Proceedings, 27th September 1841, Nos. 95-6.
Political Proceedings, 14th February 1842, Nos. 11 -12.

*
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closed the Dwars to trade, and kept a sharp outlook for the first in
dication of disturbance. These measures had the desired effect: several 
of the Chiefs were detached from the Tag®. Raja’s influence, and early 
in 1859 sued for pardon. In 1860 the Raja himself submitted, and as 
he had-committed no active aggression, he was, almost too considerately, 
allowed to" draw his former pension with all arrears.(‘)

The Aka# have given no trouble of late years, a fact which 
may, perhaps, he accepted as proving the success of the policy of 
Government in dealing with this tribe. Their frontier line was demar
cated with those of the tribes west of them in 1S72-78; and the 
Deputy Commissioner of Durrung who carried out this duty reported 
that both they and the other hillmer. came down in considerable numbers 
to the plains to trade and graze cattle. To this privilege of grazing 
they all attach cardinal importance, and Sir G. Campbell was. of opinion

* Their agreements run as follow (Aitcliison Vol. I., pp. 1*8-48):—•

An Agreement entered into by the T aunt B u a  o f the Aha Purbat, dated 2tUh 
Many 1250 li. PI.

Although I entered into an Agreement, an 1:ho 38th January 1842 A. D., that, T. 
should in no way injure the ryots in my dealings with them, and have received from the 
British Government, since 1842, a. Pension of 20 Rupees, and traded in ail the villages in 
Char Dwar, it being now considered that my trading in this way is oppressive to the 
ryots, and therefore required to be discontinued, I bind myself to confine my trade to 
the established market places at Ijahabarreo and Baleepara, and to adhere to the following 
terms:—

ls(.—Myself, with my Tribe, will oonflno ourselves in our trade exclusively to the 
markets in Lahabsirree. Baleepara, and Teaspor. IVe will not, as heretofore, deal with 
the ryots in their private houses.

2nd. I will be careful that none of my Tribe commit any act of oppression in the 
British Territories.

3rd.—We  will apply to the British Courts for redress in cur grievances, and never 
take the law in our own hands.

4th. -  Prom the date of this Agreement I bind myself to abide by the foregoing 
terms, on condition that the following Pensions are regularly paid

To Seemkolee Aka Raja ... ... 32 Rupees.
To Soomo Raja ... ... .. 32 „
To Nesoo Raja ... ... ... ,,

Total ... 120 Rupees.

m . —ln the event of my infringing any of the foregoing terms, I subject myself to 
the loss of my Pension of 20 Rupees, aud shall also forfeit the privilege of visiting the 
Plains.

(True Translation.)
FRANS. JENKINS,

Agent, Governor General.

(M Political Proceedings, 25th Ju n e  1.857. Nos. 805-7.
Political Proceedings, 18th M ay 1889, Nos, 6-7.
Political Proceedings, J  m e 1860, Nos. 53-56.
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. thor.i were whipped far theft, in  January 188^  "the. fare#! gmrds ' "
.' reported t hafc a large body of Kapaebor Ahas and Duphias had eenie -h,

, down ai'd set up boundary marts in the forests at I’otnsliaii, Dija, and
;; Nftmiufmukli,: declaring that they would ' allow in. one to,pass those
, points vihi. were all' withm m.r territory. Midhi was sent for and ;

denied the tact; and as it was afterwards discovered that u number :$£

, An A lim e n t entered into 'ey ClUNG/OB, Hajsabi Kir AW A AKA RAJA, C.HAjre ’ 1 '
■ ■■ ' stTiiiv Hasabt JtTfAWA, Kaboouio- Haxaiw. ■3Kh4.\va Aka Baja,- v;>d jSf.juK 

■; . Kf.VAHOjt.iiL Aka I1.u a . <m tie 2Mi, Mav j U 5Q }i. H. . ,
Wi  hereby swt-ai*1 #.«i«rdmg tomir customs. by taking in our hands the skin of » ’’'vI . j

tigeivt.bkt of a bear, and .elephant’s dung, and by killing a fowl, that wo will 'never be
rrij’. v any yioteuoe or QjipressiQh towards noy of the .ryots of the British Gov.-vaai'-at. ’ ip1 .

i 'and that wo Will faithfully abide By the following toons :—■ ,
1 Whenever any of us come down into (thar !>.var, we will repcil onr arrival to . .$!£#;

the 'Patgarro, smd fairly'barter our goods, being guilty of do theft or fraud ia any way 
i with m y  of the ryots. *(

" 1 it  shall also ho wrr particular rare that node 'of our people shall be guilt:, .of any
ti-:'. ■'■ ,» tt  h. the territories of the Hpii-.uirab.e Uimpanj

2»J.—W« also enaaue never to joiu-any j>arti«g that are or iiiay. hereafter be enemies ‘
j. ' P the JJntish Govern moat hut plfdgo wu elvis to oppose thdurih every way in mis ' W.::tt§A

■ power. ' We wit! also report any inference wo way get of m y  oouspiraev ag inst the \  •' ,
' ' • : British Cuvcrnineut, and art up to any 'iijfder we may receive from their ailibhritios. l |

Should it ever he .roved that we have' partHoalcd in any. conspiracy, we shall' have 
forfeited bur pmilegetof coining into the British territories.

3 r.l—Ip  coming' into the Plains we will always appear unarmed, asm. confine * 't’.Vij
ourselves K te -  rely it 'the trniU or market places established 4  Lahabarree, Bale. para. ' , . , j
Oenr.f; or h;eav>>>r/a;iid uik, as heretofore, traitio with the ryots at their privacy dwellings ; > ,* |

■ neither will we allow our people to (to so. ,j
' «A.- All oivit debts wifi: tlv' ryots s!:u Vi bo recovered through the 'Courts, we f r

, »cVn .wled, ’ ourselves subservient to the British Uwr ii. their country,
' &*A— I, Ivapasorah Aka tlaja, agree to ta:k(i x« lieu of the Black Mail ol Char Dw.i.r f

. iyeedv reDshm of iSO B«jie*»i and I, Hazarf. Klnvva Aka Baja, a'..Pension, in like 1 <i' * 1
if ;:1 siilinner, of 120 IIuth«  : This will be consjderod to deprive u: ot Any: connection with , ' j T i‘

• Char jfjvwtr and of exabMUg anythihg from the ryots. We pi edge,ourselves to abide ’ J ;; ?|
' 1,. 'strictly by the above terms, or forfeit our Penmen
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CHAPTER Y.
/  ' .......... - ......... -

^ '; THE PTTPHLA TRIBES, :}%;,

Eastward of the Bboroli rivei*, and ..'occupying the hills north of
' '  1 Uti'ii notice of the Duphlas. N aod«ar '(tho  Nino Passey) J n

Darning, and Cheddar (the Six ., '
Passes) in Lnckmpore, as far east as the upper courses of the Suadri, 
lie the numerous cognate tribes of Duphlas.* Of .them- wrote Moinnn- 
tned Kazim’in the days of Aumngzeb —“ The Duflehs are entirely inde
pendent- of the Assam Baja, and, whenever they find an opportunity, 
plunder the country contiguous to their mountains.•’■’f  They are, 
however, not so much a single tribe as a collection of petty clans inde
pendent of each other, and generally incapable of combined action. T, 
show the extent of inter-tribal sub-division among them, Dalton notes 
that tw o hundred and thirty-eight gams or chiefs of Duphlas are in 
receipt of compensation for loss of pom, amounting altogether to only '• /
Us. ' 2,548, Their form of Government is oligarchical, there being "
sometimes thirty or forty chiefs in a elan. The Duphlas call t hem- 

A selves only " Bangui,5> meaning “ men/'’ The tribes on the b tier of i
Burning arc no.w generally called f Pasebim’ or Western Duphlas j and i
those on the border of North Luckiinpore, ‘ Tagin' Duphlas. 

lij ' From the beginning of our occupation of Assam the Duphlas gave
Tlwir troublesome character. much trouble to «ie local officers, A ,

and many fruitless efforts were 
made to induce them to resign the right of collectingposa directly from 
the ryots. From an account bearing date the 13th May ltf*5 it 
appears that the Duphlas were entitled to receive, from every ten houses, 
one double cloth, one single cloth, one handkerchief, one dip, ten head 
of horned cattle, and four seers of salt. The poiks of the ‘ Duphia Bohotea 
Khel/ or that section of the Assamese cultivators which had originally 
he 'it partially assigned to the Duphlas as responsible for their dues, being 
subject to this heavy impost!1) paid only its. 3 instead of Ps, 9 per gbdt 
to Government, tho balance being remitted to enable them to meet their ' v,
engagements. The different clans of Duphlas did not interfere with each 1
other on the plains. Each knew the villages to which it had to look for posa,
But they claimed a right to collect from their allotted paih  wherever these 

if.... might migrate, and they demanded full dues whether the paifa  could 
pay or not. This exacting spirit made them very difficult to deal with.
Sneli indeed was the dangerous character of this tribe that Government '

* A report of 1861 puts them between the Eooga Nwli >i.nd Kuchoo Jan, extending ; v
. over an area of 200 square miles, fond nnraberiuir 8,000 feddi %a.<3gures are of little "'.v't

, value.
!. t  Asiatic Researches. Vol. II. a'"’-,#':

0 )  Bevnmue Proceedings, 11th August :I834, No. 5. ~~ ........  ■
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. i-'1'- < ■ '  ■• *'•" v'’
'l)v,rnnn? were the first to cerac ton settlement. (*) Tarlym l'Hdo they",;

' ' .  bad rank'd, probably under ibe insfcigalatm of th< l oghi Kaja. and v< | 
i f: a pnbrstbiibbt.1 had been forbidden, toi enter the'plains to collect m w  V •;>.

f f lk t  In November following, Some few months attar the i m m  
;  B«}nV successful raid u«u Jialeepara, tire ‘Duphla* attacked that ni' e

and carried off several Jftritish subjects. An expedition, Con.-rM mg-A 
Ifciffff. ' s snnll laiiilarv force, was sent into the hills and rescued the crjhiw*,

• 'iaiinff at the '•■ tame time wai DupWa .prisoners. . 01 the 
r ; ■, T>uphla c h us north of Char Dw4r, the names of which j re gieon on the : ,
“f margin, (n) eight uptifc this camo .m . v-V
Of f ,  Partin! p.ibruibs.wj o£ tin .OepWrs el rul(] submitted to Cap tain Mtttthie,

‘V  Ghw hw:ir. the Officer in charge of Durr mg :
(ff)T*y’ic0i«3olTO3t | SaWto-ooiofah, They agreed »Q* resign the rig h t <4 :

ifper1'" '.'ooio-ili. ! .imtapao-rmleah. , o!l<*eting direct. from the ryots, ttaui
<  T i a a s -  K S K S S t .  —

iititiboovvooleaii. • fistrott ftbrattriofth, the articles ot pom  from tins nMU.*™ ^
| fco“Ot>Leah. B*?* X)b.uteesth. guzar or revenue officer ot tho
O • • Lamtyooleah. _ villages'according to ft re vised tariff. '

Any.complaints they might have.against the ■malgmiurs they promised f
fco refer to the Magistrate.!.3) They undertook not to aidthe emrnies 

f. • of the Qdvortitoeot, and to help to arrest offenders. One Chief was tv
live on tho plains near tho Magistrate., to he a medium of <‘OKiim.thi. i- 
tjon ami represent their interests. Their po&a v:as fixed at one eonv-nv 

T'ft'f, arlurt sheets one long cotton handkerchief, two seers of salt, one d&o,
• ajjil one goat for every ten houses. The other clans shortly afterwards , M ,

|T f " made similar agreements.
Tb< Dnphlas of Naodwar were longer in coming to terms.(:)

_ . They did indeed in f"o7 consent
Submission of the Na "V.vir DurTte. to receive their duos through the

f rnnl0‘uxars. hut they claimed a right to two-thirds o? all the revenues
:•■' unpf Tiv the paiM  ol! the Duphla Boliotor. Khel already mentioned, "-bo

they insisted, theirhereditary slaves. In 1*88*39 they h w w  , 
very actively troublesome, and it v.-as at one time thought p>-<>i,aW«

. that» military foree would have"again td.bb sent- into the lulls. ■ lh e  f« i|
collection uf posa u.is entirely stopped for a time. Somewhat, ones- 

H  p.-ntedly this measure had the effect of bringing the elans to order.
ft" ar.peared(<) from facts that came to light at this time that the i

nearer Dqphlau were'practicaliy sub- 
Pinnl » nm.ulalioti «f the>we, ordinate to the Abor Duphlas of the

i . ig h e r  r a n g e s ,  and these remote clans, feeling the loss ci the legiun)

(i) polilieal Procee lings, 20tt febranry 1884, No*. 23-34. ;
(*) Tolitioni 'Brooeeiings, 8th M«y 181*7, Nos. 68-63. ’ •

{ ,  Ml  U'ii'. -j in’iarj 1S39, .'h>S, 5£ <,i.
. I olitavW Pme 'edn JK1M1 •l»'la£U‘y lS3r, Nos. i
jjf.:; . PbUtical ProcewlMVi-'i*, 6th Mlirinh 'IMS, Nos, 13m l«iO. -■
f f P n i m r a l  Pn-eudip,;'*, iBtii May N , 10-11.
■̂ :r . (*) P̂ liticsl Proceedings, 15th May 1887, us ito-ll,
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‘ ............... .............................................. .. ■■wj'
payments, and perhaps not. imderstanding. what the borderer ..wove 1 ■<

•••*, haggling for, li»«i iusituod on subiauawn feeing1 made. I t  was. not, how- ’''-.y
evc£ till lt53  that the potia was finally cnro'fautcd f’pr. a money pay-: *  \
! ■.; i;i (,{') and then on I) beckuso the Couvt of Directors at home insisted '
;>i! this being done/if the local officers could enforce it  without eanv.ag "

y  dfeturhanoeSi
Vp  to that time the Du phi as had been a source of frequent anjicty, 

and military jwsta along the fronti-.-i had beeo necessary td secure its 
jiea.ee/ From 1.852, however, the Duphlas much to : lie Mil ad of the 
local officials and somewhat to their surprise, settled quietly dxnvn. many . '
■ if them devoting their attention to agriculture and residing permanently ?>•
as our subjects on the plains. The payments made to theiu stood iw 

r •• follow at the. time of Mill’s inspection of Assam (1853-54) :—
* Tjv. A?.' a?. ; ■■■'•■ : i v!.,.;;S^P

FromTSepur treasury to Ruphias of. Char Dw4r andNaodwar ... 1,-vii ■■ 0  .... i ' . :
JProi.i I.uckiu. ••>.>«» treasury1 •• D'upklaa of Char I)war ... 1,243 i-t 3 '• ■*.

jiitto 4:>to ditto o£ BauskoUa ... 392 I C> /h .
- with ;M> mriunds of salt to the last-named iu lieu oil pertain hath or . r

|  .. market, dues.
The tribe - remained quiet and gave no cause of anxiety up to 1870, u  ,i

.............  . when parties of Dunhlas from the -i
Iiuph.a disturbances hills committed/.2) on two oeoa-iens.

outrages'on certain Duphla villages lying in Naodi, dr within ti.c ’District 
Rl& : d|;Du''r'<nig. >
A. • In  one case their object was said to be to recover an absconding

slave; This action on toe part of the Uill’ Duphias did not indicate any 
ill-feeling towards British authority, but it was nevertheless deemed 
necessary to visit them with some mark of displeasure. /'} Accordingly 
the annual allowances of all supposed to have been implicated in the .
transactions were withhold, and t rewind was offered for the capture of >,. ,
the wiucipal offender. At the same time it was pointed out to the local 
officers that runaway slaves ought not to be allowed to settle in villages 
near the frontier where their presence incited to attempts at recapture. ... . ’

The secret of the other raid was not- so easily found out.(') The t^ 'S l%
facts, as at last discovered, appear to

\  i.)uphla s love troubles. have been these :—The Chief of re ; ,!
of our Duphla villages sought, as a wife for his son the daughter of ,t ' ' ■ ■ r y : ’’

’■ neighbouring1 Chief. The proposals were accepted, and to Close the 'A qlFefl
transaction presents were made in Duphla fashion to the lady’s relatives.
Probably some Wealthier suitor appeared, for very short]; afterwards the 
intending bridegroom was told that his alliance was not desired. To .

i, this he might have become reconciled; bat to the insult was superadded ?•’./  | | |
material injury.-—his.presents were not returned. He was mulcted"pot

(>) Judicial Proceedings, 8tb April iS52, No. 171.
(*) Political Proceedings, January 1870, Noe. 1-3. tt. »;

’ (s) Political iSrodeedings, February .1870, Nos. 12-21.
(*) Political Proceedio;,s, February 1850, Nun. 12-21.

Political Proceeding", Novcuihw 1870, Noe. 8-9,
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• truly of bis first -betrothed, but c$ the aseans of ytmOnAg. a seeded, 
l i t  laid his wrongs before the Deputy Commissioner of Durruog, and 
was by 'that ofiieoi; referred “ to the civil -court". The fatuity of thus 
treatin;.; the grievances of a fhtphlo savage will lie evident to most 
minds, .mu! drew forth eventualiy strong censure from Government. 
The Deputy Commissioner should of course have dealt with the case in 
his political capacity, summoning a Duphh punehayefc and dispensing 
eqiialjustice iu a simple way. The injured man failing' to get redress in - 
the plains (for to him "the civil court" was a meaningless phn.se)>

>'■ betook himself to the hills. His brethren there took a more practical
view of the ease, descended one .night with swift primitive retribution 
op the village, of the dishonest marriage-mongers, arid carried.off as. 
hostages all on whom they could lay hands. The mere fact of the raid 
was at .first Ji that the Government came t.o know. The allowances o f ' 
all supposed to he'concerned in it. were stopped; and a reward was h;Wed 
for the capture of the ringleader.(l ) The IJuphlas in the course of a few 
months settled .heir private quarrel : the marriage presents were returned, 
and the hostages restored. But when they had so settled their fciul, 
they were astonished to find that Government, or its local representatives, 
wore still dissatisfied and not disposed to overlook the way b which the 
affair had been conducted. After waiting a time they threatened that, if 
the allowances were not restored, they would raid upon the plains. A 
foolish foray mad ■ by the Deputy Commissioner into the hills in search 
of the proclaimed Chief still further irritated them, and at one time the 
p, litical prospects were reported so doubtful that fresh stockades wore 
established and the police guards increased. Eventually, however, ami*, 
cable relations were restored. The Pupbhis were not apparently at that 
tunc prepared to violate the peace they had so long to their own advan
tage preserved ; and though the ringleader in the raid escaped capture, 
and punishment, the tribe as a whole gave no further trouble. Instruc
tions^) were issued by Government which, it was hoped, would for the 
future lessen the chances of the occurrence of such raids.*

* The Hollowing extracts from these, drafted in the ch’raoterisfio style of Sir
G. Campbell, limy bo given (Political Proceadings, Juno 7 :71. No. 28) •.

“ There ;t be, end no doubt tire, di Equities about the application oi‘ ordinary l.;w 
hi Assail, and other districts peculiarly situated ; bu t the Lieutu-ant-Onvemor comiitan . - 
1h.it. dism qt officer* should not raise and suggest difficulties. I t  is riot for them to pi ch 
•«-i ’•iclt's and iind legal flaws and to  affoot a  pedantic legality', 'i’hey should walks the 
best of the situ;-.lion, dome districts have been exempteu from the Peculations and Acts 

'■ to s ttdi c .r.jo as to place the procedure, and even the.substantive law. very much within.;
discretion of local officers, and to enable them to administer a broad equity ; nod - 

even where;the law is more defined, ti e combination o1 civil criminal, an 1 rtveiine. 
powers in the same officer give* much opportunity for tempering a too harsh admin;et:-*- 

t ; ;A’ * tten of.any Is v.
“ Above and b-.yond, or it may rather be aid before ’.•••-wj is t-he le.-'-.imate influence 

which a good district officer may and should exercise, l'hoi’e are very oauy cases in 
; ivliich, by a judi'ions poTsona;. interference, matters may be arranged, or in which the

■ij. i  ‘) Political Proceedings, March Dvi,.Nos. lfl-30.
(-■) Political Proceedings, June 1871, No. 2d
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The DupUlaa lim - not yet been brought fo see that they are not at
m . r i w v U i . ' f t . i w n  l ib e r ty  t>. a t t a c k  m e n  of th e i r  ovm
Further n « sn >  1872-73. race  living within o u r te r r i to ry ,  ‘ ■ ■

The AdBiiBistratioh Report of lS7^-7h gives the following account of ’
another outrage committed by 'them in that year, and of the views of 
Sit Q. Gatnybell Upon i t : —

The Dupbias ft&tig! the Durruns? and. N orth Lukhimpore borders had not for many 
years pant given mfloh - trouble, though the report for 1870 deveribed » a  outrage 
committed fur private reasons by.oue hill Dupbhi upon another man of the same tr ik  
living on the plains Many Dpphbts have settled as colonist* in our territori •». and a 
four oven occasionally work or. tea gardens. The tribe of Tasrin Dupblaa Jiving in 
i he hi Ik  on the borders of East Xhirruug and part of Lukhimpore have, however, 
this year placed themselves in an attitude of positive hostility  to the Government, 
and perpetrated a raid which, though directed against Duphfe colonists in the plains, 
arid not against the Assamese, was f ir too serious So be overlooked. On the n igh t of 
the lath February 1872 the village of Ain toll a, two miles north  of the Oohoore police 
Station of Durrung, and seven miles from the foot of the hills, wa& attached by a  body 
of two or three hundred hiltmen. The village was sacked, two persons—a man and a 
» , mur—who resisted the being tied up, wore murdered, and 44 persons-— men, ; :
wo non, a:,d children—with their property, were carried off. The villagers wno were 
taken away were all western Duphlaa (not Tagins), while a  few settlers bplonging to 
the To gin Duphltw were left unharmed—a  circumstance which tended to confirm the 
belief, since supported by ample evidence, th a t the aggressors were chiefly men of the 
Tagttt tribe. The guard at b|ohpore made an attempt to follow the raiders, font did 
not succeed in overtaking them. Orders were, however, sent to  reinforce the district, 
police with troops. At! the Duphla passes to tlie east of Durrung and along the 
Lnkhitnpore frontier were blockaded, ar.d payment of the allowances annually made to 
the Tagins was stopped. Spies sent into the hills traced the raiders to their homes, 
and by their reports arid the statements of one or two captives Who escaped, tho 
i« sition of their villages has now been p re tty  well ascertained. The cause assigned 
for the outrage is n curious one. The hillmeu had, it seems, been much troubled by 
an epidemic, which they believed to have been imported from the plains. They called 
upon th e T)nphla* of the plains to compensate them for tho loss they had sustained in 
■hildren and adults from the disease ; and because the Duphlaa of Anatolia declined to 
i iset the ir wishes, they come down to recoup themselves by seizing them all as slaves.
The Tagins refuse to surrender the captives save on ransom paid, and oven threaten 
further raids if the blockade is maintained. The blockade bar of .-jurso been strictly 
maintained, and it is believed that this eiolnsion from all trade with the plains has 
been felt by the tollmen, though as yet they show no sign.- of giv.ng in. The 
J.iutenant-Governor, after personal consultation with the Dop : y Commissioner,

path of law (where a resort to taw becomes absolutely necessary) may be smoothed over.
Take the case of a run-away wife : that is, no doubt, one of the cm perhaps the ease, in
which onr taw is ' ist in accord with Native feeling. In  such n c-ice between our people
and those b- yond the frontier, tho Deputy Commissioner mn. • .not only call the partie;-
fogethor and try to settle it, but may also, when necessary, put. them in the way of the .. v& ilffiil
law as it were. Instead of harshly referring a foreign savage to tho courts, tho Deputy ’i ■ '
Coramis i mer might make a  suit for tho restitution o? < injugai rights or a criminal oaso
of adultery, or an action for breach of promise, u very simple affair for him, by making
on-, ius petition, siimnieuing the opposite side promptly, and administering justice, which
■may be rapid and complete' without ceasing to  be legal. The-LieutenaateGovoBio* does
not think m at to be within the law it is necessary to be slow, exacting-, and no intelligible.’
to simple people i on tho contrary, he believes tha t if an officer knows how to go tho right
way abput it, he may do much prompt and .vigorous justice within the law, especially, as
has been said above, when he combines all powers in Id* own person. The Lieutenant- '
. Governor trust* that you will impress these views on tho officers of your diviri; ,n, and try 
t-i maki them not upon them  in cases in which savage and simple people are concerned.
There are logs' difficulties enough without their being raised by me ofticers entrusted 
wi:.-i the udmmistratiou of frontier districts, and the Lieutenant-Governor will not 
permit them to raise umiecossa legalities.”

•• 1 1
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 of oi -raulznf ton; every Tillage ia i separate, and if one is hostile, the next may be

it i ftdljr, They 'have not.firearms, and fov sorai years, as abote remarked Ibt y have.

V:: ' ; 3,ct shown tlieri.selves hostile ttv our Ooctrnrm it, bill 'nave yearly drawn alh'.v.i ivr-
for loss Of their practice fii making collections fioln.the Assamese ryots of ttie D jW  
vr pastes, and have dose murli profitable tiade with our bazars and markets. _ There 
is icason to hope that a small expeditionary forte might bung ilfo n mtuttmtfoi.-t („ 
terms, and that the effect of such a sculeeient *v->hI 1 ho lasting, Tlie'i,wwtenAtf& ■ 
Governor has, however,,rather shrunk from recommending a regute expedition ow;»<| 
to 'the '-jimnio difficulty which exists in Assam in to . t u g  enoly eauiage l..r tu  r m . i 
IfA'bas stated w  the Govovmnenf of India his belief' th«*i wr ought to have 'd>* 
'■orvice on the N o Ui-Kasfei n Frontier a perrtiamvat oooly corps to be a -mihti1 - for 

, expeditioiis <<( this kink which w  must expect occasionally. txnt.il the ii,tutu‘r
'■h difficulties are finally solve 1 and th tribes come to lind tin ir interest ;ii pone? and 

trade. Snell a co.ps could ahviys be usefixliy employed in making mads whoi- not 
required for hili service.. Meantime wh&t His Honor tm proposed is that we sk.-uki 
place on the Duphia frontier next cold season a sufficient number of troops an . police to 
establish a .rigorous blockade, and furnish, if 'called for, a small expeditionary force.
Color -1 'ira h iii ,  tire Deputy Cdnuuhsioaer, would be alluwed, if, he' saw a {.food 

r V;V opportunity, and other -neaus had foiled. to make a dash into, the hills wit I ; ti.il fore®, .
Jiljp'f". find with the elephant ‘-.ml local eooly carriage available. He would, while looking out ■ .■
1 for this and watching the blockade, superintend also the-operations of th'e survey, whirl)

should carry eastward along the foot of the bills the line of dorarri'atioo . : 'ineerelnffy 
I f  sri *lod nio ig the Kaitn-up front in, so i s to inaik distinctly for the future the territory

which wo.claim as ours aa,d within Which we shall refuse to permit any outrage or

' That the blockade will probably secure the surrender of the captives, _ we may .
:k , perhaps ho encouraged to hope, from the fact that another uiphla village-to the north

of Luck him pore, v  hieh had curried oiFin similar fa-diu.'.i last yc- ii-oi or t wo 1 .  po.. re 
Vfe; ■ f rhe p’ due, lias lately restored them, when it found that Govern*rent insisted Os*'/
. y:;' .) . viewing e-u-h com!not us gravis offence lit tide Instance the local, officers had,1- i,

however,; uern fo-:un-'o)y able to capture one of the offend m,  and hold him as 
’? fpstuge till hig. viih'ige sent back tire cuptivt-js,: -. ■■

Tire blockade proving ineffectual, a military force wns sent into the 
if hills in 1874-75, aid the release of

a or ovaia. the captives followed^ no active
opposition being offered by the DupUlas Sifted that .year the Duphhys 
have as a clan given i:o trouble. Occasional offences by indivio 
members of the tribe have been duly dealt with as matters of police ,

) iV' but, ottr relations with the Chiefs have been. uniformly amieuble. ■■■
0  ' 1 I  | 1 > !

„ i t  y t § t i  m  i  . ' i  I  ^  ‘


