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annually recurring topic for disputation and bargaining,  © .
7 80 long ‘nsthe weak rulelof thelater Aboms lasted, such
GNP TR were probably settled by the E
mghgggsh mede of dealing with thel in  their own favout on
ST e ey groublel ) Bt W
erament dg of all othars mosttenacious of ts rights tters of
argain, and, though it eonfirined to the Bhutias the artﬁngemeﬂ;} 1 ‘e
o eriodically

with them' by the Assamese, it would not
swindled even in such things as yak tai

ealing with the question as u mere matter of

ﬁquqﬂﬁ’ﬂ_ Agent put up the Bhutia  tribute as

avetion, and debited the highlanders with the.

price vealised and the wmount due at the treaty valnati

a eotstantly aceruing balance meunted up, which the Bl
B Tndueed 1o adjust, and yrhich probably they were never, ubl

andy Demands Eor paymaent were et by eyasion, o by

# The Dwhrs in Goalpar e 1ot natiosd lrers, iuneiuch as Gopars,  fhov
wards made a district of Assam, Was long ere our sonquest of that province a part

") Biitish distriet o0 Rungpore. g




ftachment by the Government of ' the tract &o-ci
a 1834 on pavmeut of a fine, and in consuqaen
¥, that ¢} g‘;pri_nnipal"in_ﬁeﬁders.,had_ died in the intetita.
 Fresh outrages in the Bijui. Dwirin the following year, ‘e
ith @ refusal to pay even the enrveént, fribnte, lod to thréats, of
atbachment, which were noby howeyer, at thet ‘time earried .
¢ enrolment of the Assar Sebundy Corps for  frontier defence prov
wh the Government was gradually Being dviven o the contlusion tha
ergetic measures of repression or wetaliafion might shortly be called!
L Biad e aas, 0 for. . Wanton ineursions: fromth
s R 0 Banska Dwidr into North Kamwup i
1836 led to the attachment of that Dwir and ultimately to armed collist
sion with the Bhutias, in which the hillmen enffered heavy' Ioss. With'
‘savages, as with children, punishment brings about & spoedy, though
" not' always' s lusting | repentance, and the Cential Government of it
\Bhutan, with its local represontatives, speedily making  submig-
Csion,, the! attached Jands were again 'given np. There was niach
reason’ 4o fear, however, that our officers were in thic muttor ‘cajolid
Lo negoeiations with irresponsible agents, for the Deb Raja of
Bhutan ‘ever formally ratified the treity purporting to have hoen made
in his name, . Unable to realise a stl::t{a ?f ccmpécf-(\‘a a‘narh}iy'-_w’inergsi':;_‘
Tuikile attonnte et rovilie naniatias. | tbe forms of Government  existed,
B mf ?mp? o T -negmamﬁ'-_f thie Caleutin Sm’wthriata'see,mja!ﬁrﬁ}y;';;;:
sy belisved that eould the central authority in Bhntau be only
- reached, the peace of the horder would be effectually secared,’ The
~Jocal officers kuew better than this, buf time aiter time they had to
becowe the channels for solemn remonstrances whiok had ne result, and
b0 advise as fo the conduct of negodiations for which they conld cnly
e pata ilurey ) o s B e R R ORGSR R ISR
Sy A 1837 Captain Pemberton, th:g‘n the great authority on all Fastery
Mpbbdy o e e e e ibonties ' matbersy iwas sent. on
#’?m'uzﬁﬂﬁi@' . {10 specialinission  to the Dharm' and
b Rajas, and his report is till our ebuei souvee of information rogard.-
1g the ntevior of this barbarous State. He was instructed * to sett
terms of commercial intercourse between British Todia and Bhutan, and,
1 ble, to effect such an adjustment of the tribute payabie for ¢}
‘a8 might diminish the chanees of misundestanding arising from.
S berton from e

; inly owing & the conduet of these men, and notably
"ongso and Paro Penlows; the Governors, respectively, of Mast and
 Bhutan, with their scbordiage local oflieers, thet the peace of t
er had been'so oftenidistarbed. o v 0 RUELRNE LY oA

No effectnal or p.ér'x‘naﬂ'en_li‘:resnlt-:-"mr'ued_"f‘x"(.)fn;.{t}ic; miggig; y
eaty. proposed by the envoy the Blwufan Durbac was afraid {0 sign, ben:
g sormcwhat severcly as its stipulations did upon the Tongso Ponlow




. “p R ;
%W mer ma.de»l uf.ul.;s'mm ] _ ‘m ﬂ vl
wiérs, as the only means of securing trangu lity for
T8 Bmh of Re. 10,000 bemg'gt}mregﬁm ty ol
Bhutan (‘ournment as! compvnsatwn fm' ﬂm loﬂﬁ‘ bf 'efv '
them Dby the veswmpiion,
| his) measure, which addéd 16{}0 sﬂlnam ‘mil 4
'Assam, pmtred on' the whole eﬂeetua} a8 regards the gou
o ander | ibis :mhrm of | the “Bhutan hlﬂs But Lon h
w7 secmon of tne Dwﬁm, ntuge £oilim;r!e{z! npol::l ontmga,i i :;II qf
which the Bhutia officials, or rolibe
ﬁ‘mhhar uggmon of the Buuum 1854, ‘openly, hsabo ol ﬂ mm’
1 undyabted shave. | The ferbeumnca, showr. by the
seonted” to the Bhuting ‘meraly.  proof’of weakness' and i
Rgtmgtraum ‘elicited “only | insolence; cavert or’ overt, and a
in 1854 the Durbar sent a rade mhmatmu that the compéusation
for. the loss of the Assam Dwirs was insuflicient and puist 1 be.
ureasad The Indian Government, as a matter of couse,. refmﬂm! L
wmp]v ‘with the demand, and the refasa! svas followed by' shatin |
raids on Assam in which thL Dewangiri Raja avd hm saperior, e
! ﬁwsa Penlow, were shown (o have lmen concemed CAY feeb \._'
by the Dol Raja to' call Tongso  Penlow to ‘aceount plwake
that chieltain & mostinsolent eommunication addressed to the € nut
eneral’s Agent in Assam!  Lord Dalhousie, before whnm it wa.p Taid,
a4 the last Governor General likely to overlook an twsull:  Hevs iyp
Wirected that the Durbar should be told th:rongh Tong*w Poniow bi s
‘it the valye of all property plund;t;ed by the Bhntias wounld in i
| deducted from the snm supa Al
| 'Wmﬁng’l gites o e Bhuine. pad on  aceount of? 1.'h % ¥
«]Jwﬁrs, and that any further oulrag: would lead 1o the
Wannexation of the Dwdirs on the’ Bengal side also. Tn
occupied by Tongsa Penlow, ' these measures would, it
aifect him even more duuct]y than they alfe 16
\entof Blutan, |
U Mhireits, bowes‘or, Imd 46 ?ermnnentr effec
b%bpmus s the Bhatms, Yeur alter vea _ )
ibory were perpetiated il the Govert Lavas at last
O 6 1560 i attachel bhe iestate of Fqll af.{j thie
: ' \

amnd wag folly prepa:ed % gwe effect; to the sclieme of imally _

the Bengal Dwars. | But; before taking this extrema sicp, the
General —~{hatnp sha.dow of e:.kcuse might e Ieftto the Darba
ell 1o senid, a fresh mmsum to, éxplam to the Del




: thay 0 demand
“fr;mb Bntrsh '.hrmi'mj, f-'an.& o pegociate
better conduct in Fabnee of the' reln
ission proved w failure. ' 'he eny i
0 50f the Foreign Office, pf*nctlaﬁ )
! es o I’mnakha and theBhutian Covurty only to
[t and annoyance, and ‘parchased ‘the ‘safe retuen of his esaor
T protest a proposterouns troat y, wlnoh it bemme
vexnment to disavow. I

at mth Bhutau follewed, and the allowunce patd on *t'umnt o
Y © the Assam Dwirs and Ambari ¥
. ‘eotta'was of conwse stopped, | Aft
w}noh 1E not nmfprmly satistaet OFY s in'the end entirel
the Bhutias were compelled t5 make Lumble submission
csson ' to theo, they wwere therenpon finnlly ‘and absolniely
1l the lands they hed held: below the hills~the Bengal
formally akviexed by the British Goverament, (It was
arranged that ‘as some eompensation for the Jose of thi
tervitory, & s of Re. 26,000 should be ‘anvually' paid; to:
j':nutf-d hy e Central Gmremmcnt of Bhuian, and!in thig
de I.l: R, 10,000 ot sceount of thie Asmm “Diwira

"h w:sdom of 'msd.mﬂ- any sm.h pﬂ)*mant i'u a Sts’te whmh h;ui Bo
§ { e of'Em uﬂ’ande«l }ms been :Erequ_ 1y

| GO
:ut taken possession
1d have estal




the paymont haye nob boen
m bt '\ I{ﬂr,: ﬁb‘é I‘Fﬂ’ﬂ(}" '\Vl 1

Chiefs.  Internal dissension has b
thel pauntry, The feudatorics w
Agsam stipend, or who Jevied their own sha hevelr
heic hands, ‘now: see themselyes overlooked.  But they
nd more profitabile enterprise to wrest what they ean from the at
,ﬁ?’?&)énakha than to attempt any further violations of Briti
| ey Timit their lawless efforty bo internecine stengeles for
/' place, seeking each for himself 't be the chief yecipient of ‘the
. bounty. On more than one oceasion it has been found: thatia ,
stop the trcaty payment has produced amid the contending faction
ready wnanimity to comply with our demands, | And so Jong ag tl
" tho case, aud the peace of the border is maintained, it hardly seem
" duty of the British Government to interfere in thé iiternal  concer
I la foreigu people however barbarous, even on the ground that our,
g0 would eonfer on them material henefit. . Our frontier relations | '
" the Bhutan Durbar are now extremely simple.  We hold the Dwérs an

s TR A

_nermit no interfererce with our subjects there seftled; but so long
the Bhutine behave themselves peaceably, we pay to the central pow
on the time being the sum of Re. 25,000 a5 compensation for th
of iteionly fertile territory, and for the due maintenance of the de
L rulers of that State, When the results of this policy are shown o

' unsatistaetory, it will be time to changé it.* (i

| The boundary lins between British Territory and Rhutin

; A the Monass river on the west to the
_mmtlmn e Deosham river on ‘the east (where
“the territory of Independent Bhutan ends) was laid down in 1872
It was found that the Bhutias had again taken possession of Dewangir:
‘and were making collections from the traders there. Those snms
were deducted from the next Treaty payment, and a warning éiﬁ@;
| them future encroachments would be seriously regarded.. ‘No furthe
complications have since been reported. - Lo
L Mowards the close of 1874 th_se-Ll:i‘enr}:'ena.nlt-(iovefn_:a;ﬁ_
PRl e il ir R, Temple, recéived a visit
o Tmtereents 5 the DeliRaja at Buxs, ywhen frien
sentiments were imferchanged. Tate in. 1876 news came of civil
i Bhutsn, and the Poonakh Jongpen and. Paro Penlow  topk refug
Britigh territory, where they and ?h'aji-r followers, were provided.
“gnbsigtence by the Government ; their extradition, whie dems
bein "':fafnsfeg_irt _Thetonly question now likely to disturbh ami
yolations with Bhutan is this matter of the extradition of offende
prineiples npon which we demand or vefuse this ot be
: gy "uneivilised  highlanders unsequainted with the rudimen
- national law. | Aab T A A s BB i

dedugtion was made from the Treaty paym
Bhytias in Kamrup, The arrangomen




. nm BXTIPRA-BHUTA‘J BHUTIAS

-'Thaii\m Dwﬁrs of qu, Chappakhnmar, (‘hap;mgun, Banska, :
ankolla lie on the northem face of the District of Kamrup.  Crogsin
the Bornnddi river eastward, we come to the District of . Durmng an
to/the Dwars of Kailing and. Booreeguma. Of these seven Dwirs, ﬁ;s
r'ttquy by the Bhutias of Bhutan Proper. enough has beon said
- "-Th e S Oy . the preceding chapter, | T'o the ea
- o 1 of  Boorreeguma 18 another D
Hed Kum ara, fc-rmexly held by billmen of the Bhutia stock in |
more or logs direct su‘r]eutmn to Thibet and ow mg o allegiance to, ﬂu, v
icha Darbar.

Many interesting facts raga.r«lmg the hate of commema] lntern.--
3 ’m:mrso between. Assam and Thibet are collected by Pemberton in his
po.rt‘en the North-ast Froutier. s There iwe ﬁ;;d qua;:g the following

Wi escription of the trade as given by

7 '.-'mweﬁn‘tmmm G“h‘m "Hamilton:  “At o p]aegl cal‘ier’{:_'
'-'a@h‘onna, two months’ jonrney from Lassa, on the confines of  the tyo

vbes, there is a mart esiablished, and on the Assam: side there s a
similar mars at Geegunshnr, distant four miles from: Chouna: @ An

annazl caravan rapau‘s from Ligssa to Chouna, conducted by about 20 1

(| persons, conveying silver bullicu to the .amount of about oue lakhof =

Enpeea, and & considerable quuantity of rock salt for ‘sale to, t.he Assam,

*merchants st Geegunshur, to which place the latter bring uce, which
: mlmvwi into Thibet from Assam in large quantities; Tusea cloth,

 kind of eoarse silk elath, manufactared by the Native women in Assam
' _' t-he en downwards, iron and Jac found in Assam, aud ‘oth

! H horns, pearls, and corals, fies6 dmported from enga,l
U‘J this trade arounted in valie to two lakhs of rupees, even
hough Aszan was then tealf in'u most dngettled state, - The impor
_b:bet in tho shape of woollens, gold dust, walt, musk, horse
a3, and Chinese silks; were espeeially noticeable; The pwtxmt

il
troublos of Assam nlumat,ely affected the traffic, but eveﬁ in the yeur
0 _the Kurmene invasion, thp Tiassa - memhnntw were ‘said to Tave
oy gold amounting in value to Rs. 70,000, The Burmese
ntua. stop to this annual fair for a fime, © In 1888 a suceessful

atle i:o nmve it by Licutenant Ruﬁ’herford who thea had

: re OF all this trade the hmapam Dwar is fhe
leannaL* ’(Tdﬂg‘m is now the p‘ ace whem the fau' 8 'ie?&j

 Eiows. i ;portaul. fs.im for, the Bhutan Bautian ave held at Kerkaris on Lhu Luham(
ver just beroud the, bardm:s of Durruﬁg ; sodat Dumam n.or&h o bda?y,in




Gﬁl@ned proposal
Bungledye which was expected to be more. conveni
aod Assam. traders. (1) It was fonnd, however, that sneh

%
“not be populav.« The hill uravans would ndt venture o far in
- plains, audexisting arrangements weve left amdistnrhed.., I ,

' The Bhutias of Kuriapara are xinder th it
| body of Chiefs known ‘as'the ** Sath Bﬂgas”* who
nudey of the Towang Rija, a tributary o fiha _
.and 1840, these Bhutias gave as much trouble as their neigh
“thie west, ’41d in consequence of cilrages committed by them,
wag resumed by the anthorities of Durrang. In the cold
R4i3o44., the Sath Rajas, in company with vepresentatives of
]})tubm', h&d ‘an interview with ‘Captain Gordon, Asei
o . Governor Grenemal’s Ag)
| Cossion of the Dnﬁy tor an munl DAY, mally reling :slwd al
mn.'uirL 181" b, : iy
lands of . the . 1
-."‘eonmdemtum of an. 'umual payment of Re. 5,000 this sum-very
“ repiusenting the amount which they nsed to m»hs-' from 't
direct eolloction during the eight months of the year for w ch.
/held it: The aunval stipend of the Sath Rajas is spend il
atr, and finds its way in the shnlne ok cotton and qjther
1‘owu.ng' and Lassa. 1Y flgie

C1n 1852 mlsundc-rstmdwg arnge between ﬂt& Brit
['!nbﬁtau (iovernments ' on' account of one of) thes_,«sg: -
known a5 l.lu. (rellmg or Gelong, whe had been entrusted

bwry of “tho Gel!mg Raje. authontses 'v 1th contrg

- h1]1~3 near Kummra. The (xelhng Eole. advanfage h p@tﬁ
" clave himeelf independent, and to intercept, the money
- British anthorities. J?rmps ‘were sents
bough ab firit able 1o holt his
aeross the border, ity Du:qr't'ng
‘the Thihetans in he :
lightest penalty threatened fin-
ushed down mwar&s the  plai

i ¢ Seven’ Pnuccﬁ b oommon Hifls ‘2'. tht-l 'ma-:a Oh
_j.nem:ﬂ ¥ n'nplymg the ex:sto‘nw o£ the preb,tse xmmbar seven.




U1 S ontieiwADY WEONTIRN ‘OF SENRE.

T

. infuntry and a equfpi._e of six pounders were hurried up to the frontier,

‘and sorved to check the ardour of the hillmen, who aftor much bluster
~and many demands for the Gelling’s head, said they would be content

with a document from the Governor General’s Agent, certifying
 that the Gelling was no longer in life. They were not particular as to

the actual fact; but wished to save their honor by an appearance °

of success; in this being perbaps not less diplomatic than more

civilised nations.  The desired certificate they did not obtain; but

eventually peace was made by a treaty* ratifying, on the one hand, the
former payment of Rs. 5,000, aud guaranteeing, on the other, to the
followers of the Gelling Raja immunity for their rebellion. Tt iwas
agreed also that the Gelling himselt should live under British protec-
“ion and restraint to the south of the Brahmaputia.  The Thibetans did

not respect the stipulations of the treaty as recards the Gelling’s

partizans, for seven of these were brutally ‘murdered as soon as they
returned to the hills. The Government did not think it necessary to
take notice of this, as the event took place outside British Territory.
The Gelling himself continued for severa) years to reside at Gow-
hatty. About 1861 he became reconciled tor the Towang Deo ‘or
Deb Raja of Towang, and returned to the hills. There he soon
again became involved in quarrels with the Sath Rajas, whom
‘he  defrauded of certain dues upon  eavutchove’ (an  important
staple in those parts) and once move he had to fly into Durrung,
where (till 1864 he occupied a bouse near Kapiapara. « In April of
that year 50 or 60 Bhutias came down by night, surrounded his
dwelling and murdered him in cold blood. This was presently ascer-
tained to have been by order of the Sath Rajas, under instiga-
tion of the Towang Deo, with whose summons to. attend him the

* Tha text of the treaty is subjoined. (Political i'rogs., October 1853, No.64) For
the eurlier treaty of 1841, seo Aitehison, Vol, I., pp. 148.

Treaty signed by Coptaing REID and CAMPBELL, and CHANGPADDO NAwMang
LeneN, and Dao NURHOO, Rhutia Ragas, on the 28th Januvary 1858, at Kurrechparah,
Zillah Durrung. {

We, Changdandoo Raja, Namanz. Tieden Raja, Dao Nurhoo Rajn, being deputed
by the Daba Rajas to carey latters of friondship to the Agent, Governor General, North-
‘East Frontier, desiring that the former friendly relations which existed bebtween the

_ | Government of India and our Tasss Government (lately disturbed by the mishehaviour of

one of ‘onr Gellings) should be again resumed, and being ourselves desirous sbove all
¥hings that peace should exist between our’ Government and that of India, do (now that
wa o assured the Government of Tndig do not intend to invade our vountry) herehy
golemnly declare that all militery force in excess of what is required to maintain order in
our own country shall be immediately withdrawn, and the soldiers sent to. their houses :
"\ and shonld the peace be ever broken by us, wa shall consider that all claim fo the Rs, 5000,
- hitharto yearly paid to our Government by the Government of India, shall ba forfaited,
|| and that our frude with the peotle of the plains shall be put a stap fo,

o Andall this we of our own good will agree to and swear to in tha presance of Captajns
Reid and Campbell, si ing the u%raemenr-as copied out in Bhutia langnage from the
Bengali eopy made by Tuckha Mahomed Darogal.

And, moreover, with rezard o the followers and others of the Gelling who have soine
dewn tn the plaius for protection, we promise’ not to molest them, bt hope, with the

goed help of fhe Agent, Governor General, to make frisnds with them and persuade theng
to return to their own country,




18 THE NORTH-EAST ¥IONTIEE OF BENGAL. =

Gelling had refused t» comply. No very decided action was. taken by
Government upon this violation of 1its temitory. 'Towang being
nominally under Thibet, the Government of India sanctioned a reference
4o Lassa on the subject, but, this was never actually made; and the idea
of stopping payment of the annual allowance of the Sath Rajas was
deprecated by the loeal authoritics as being likely to lead to further
wids. (1) The Rajas were, it was urged, mere savages who looked on
the Gelling as one of their own tribe, and could not realise that they
did any injury to us by dealing out punishment 'to a kindred Bhutia,
even in British territory. The Government of Bengal ordered a de-
mand to be made for the surrender of the murderers, and the Gov-
ernment of India pointed out afresh that political refugees should
not be allowed to live near the frontier ; but the demand was never
pressed, and the advice eould only be noted for fature guidance ; and
so the matter dropped.

Tn the cold weather of 1867 there was an nnfounded alarm that(?)

the Mhibetan Thalong Bhutias in-
T tended to attack Assam, but as a
fact the relations of the Bengal Government with these tribes have for
many years been perfectly amicable, and limited mainly to payment of
the annual stipend, and the commercial intercourse of the Udalgiri fair.

The restrictions placed on free intercourse with the hills under the
Tpner Line Regulation (deseribed in Chapter VIII below) gave rise
to some complaint in 1876-77, but the grievance was met by the issue
of passes to all persons dond fide engaged in supplying the hillmen.
In 1878 the provisions of the Regulation were suspended along their
frontier, aud in 1880 the good offices of the Deputy Commissioner  of
Durrung were effectual in seftling a quarrel between these Bhutias and
those of Kukarid subject to Bhutan proper.

Tn 187273 the boundary between Assam and the Towang
Bhutias was formally laid down
from the Deosham river on the
west to the Rowta river on the east. The line proposed by tho
British officers was readily accepted by the Bhutias aud by certain
Thibetan officials who came down to inspect it. :

Eastward of Kuriapara lies the extensive divisiot,t of Chmiw l?;vﬁr OE

. ¢ the four passes,” on the ers o
e latas & Chir whe which arepfhe Rooprai Ganw and
Sher Ganw Bhutias, who claim to be independent of Towang. Their
Chiefs, like those of the Kuriapara Bhutias, are called * Sath Rajas,”
the principal one having the title of Durji Raja. In common with all
the other tribes on this frontier, these Bhutias ¢laimed & tribute or

TDeomarcation of boundary.

(*) Political Proceedings, June 1864, Nos, 3-6.
Political Proceodings, October 1864, Nos, 18-21,

(*) Political Proceedings, December 1867, Ne. 57,
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paymend from the plains which they ccllected annually® In February
1526, an arrangement was' made with them by Captain Muabthie, in
virtue of which the Durrang authorities resumed the right of direct
colleetion and paid the Bhutias Re. 2,620.7 as compensation on that
aceount. In 1839, however, this payment was stopped in consoquence of
their having murdored one Madhoo Sykesh, a British subject. The
Darjt Raja with the vest made in the usual inconsistent way the most
earnest protestations of innocence of vresent guilt and promises to
hehave better for the future, and as usual they were eventually par-
doned, and a reduced allowance of Rs. 1,740 guaranteed them. The
bhoundary hine of the Char Dwar Bhutias was laid down in 1872-73
from the Rowta river on the west to the Ghabroo river on the east.
The Bhutias here put forward extravagant claims to lands on the
plains, which were rejested by the officers demarcating the boundary.
At a meeting with the Deputy Commissioner of Durrung in February
1876 their Chiefs expressed themselves safistied with this decision,
They have come down regularly every cold season to trade, establishing
themselves at a place called Darmar4, two miles north of our boundary.
In the ease of these Bhutias also the Inner Line Regulation has been
kept in abeyance. '
The most easterly tribe of Bhutias are the Thebengeas. These
" 1 live in the interior of the hills, and
i s formerly collected dues in Char
 Dwir along with the Rooprai elans. A feud, however, spraag ap
between them, and for years they only entered Assam to trade by
the circuitous route of the Kuriapsra Dwar.  Their annual visit o
purchase goods was made to a mart called Mazbat in Char Dwar. Their
chief viilage is 16 days’ journey from the plains, and they have
always been peaceably behaved. They receive an annual stipend of
Rs.: 145-13-0 only.

Satisfactory evidence of the friendly relations existing between
our officers and the Thibetan Bhutias will be found in the following
incident, which is reproduced from the Assam Administration Report
for 1879-80 :— :

. At the beginning of February a difference occnrred in British territory between
the Thibetan and the Kherkeria Bhutiss, subjects of Bhutan Proper, which was
amicably arranged by the Sub-Divisional Officer of Mangaldai. The circumstances
of this affair are as follows :—

One Pema Thallong Bhutia, a resident of Bhutan Proper, made his way last
f'ear to the Tywang Bhutia encampmont at Amratol (the first stage in the hills after
eaving British tervitory), and, it 1s allegad, stole a pony belonging to the Towang
- people. He was eaught and taken befora the Gelleng Raja, who sentenced bim to
. pay a fine of Rs. 20 in cash, 4 pieces of cloth, and 4 brass pots. Pemna Thallong,
 feeling sggrioved at the punishment awarded him last year by the Gelleng Raja,
soughti hu;opﬂortunity for revenging himselt, and on the 1st Febroary last, while
one of the Gelleng Raja's arsomﬁ attendants was trading in a villagein the neighboue-
hood of Udalguri, sudderly appeared with a companion, seized him, and foreibly took

_* Their agreement, similar in terms to that of the T{JW;;I:; Bhuting, is r.ri;ibed in
Aitchison’s  Treaties, Volume L, pp. 146, The precise amount of the allowanees, as
given in Aitehizon, differs from the figures in the text: but the point is unimportant,
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from him a pony and a silver waist-belt whieh were in the servant’s charge, Pema
then returned to Kherkeria, leaving a letter with the Gelleng Raja’s man, stating
that he (Pema) had done this in return for the fine the Gelleng ﬁ.nju had sentenced
him to pay in the previous year. On the above fucts being reported to the Sath Kajas,

who were at the time at Udalguri, by the Gelleng Rajn’s servant, they at once sent

96 followers to the seene of the ocenrrence to search for Pema and arrest him. ' Mr,
Driberg, the Sub-Divisional Officer at Mangaldai, immediately sent instructions to
Prem Gaimbo, the Chief of the Rath Rajas, to recall his men and not to make any
disturbance in British territory, and himself went promptly to Udalguri to inquire
into the matter. Mr. Driberg found fthat Pemai

o ratiied oo hilld -GAmaY. LS

selling the pony for 5. 45, aud had taken the waist-belt with him. Ho had . '

a long discussion with the Sath Rajas, pointing ouf, the impropriety they bad com-
mitted in sending their men touttempt the arrest of Pema in British territory, and
that had Pema heen veinforced from Kherkeria a sevious disturbance between the
Towang and Bhutan people would probably have followed, for which they would
bave been held responsible. Having thus convineed the Rajas of the mistake they
had made in attempting to take the law into their own hands while they were guests
of the British Gavernment, and oo its territory, Mr, Driberg obtuined from them
an ample apology, and a q]rcmi se to leave the settlement of the matter in his hands.
He therenpon wrote to the Radi Duwpn, the Bhutanese Raja of Kletkeria, with
whom he was well acquaivted, and ata meeting with him succeeded in obtaiming from
Lim not only a written apology, but also the payment of Re. 45, the price at which
Pemu had sold the pony, and Rs. 55, the estimated value of the waist-belt, as well as a
promise to restore the stolen belt within twenty nights and to procure the examplary
panishment of Pema. With this gatisfaction Mz. Driberg expressed himself content,
and, re-purchasing the stolen pony from the person towhom Pema had sold it, restored
it fo its owner, [The belt was su&seqnenﬂy recovered and restored to the Gelleng.]




CHAPIER 1V.

THE AKAS—HAZARI-KHAWAS, AND KAPACHORS,

Tastward of the Bhutias, and between them and the Bhoroli (ox more
correctly the Desserai) river, live the Akasor Arkas, known among them-
selves as Hrusso®  The Akas are of two clans— (1) the Hazari-Khawa,
or ' eaters at a thousand hearths,” and (2) the Kapachors, or “ thieves

Divisions and allies of the Alkas, ,‘;,’E“’. lurk ‘amid the cotton plants.”
1es¢ are & most energetic and savage
tribe, who for twenty years were the pests of Char Dwér. With the aid of
| the Migis, a fierce and cognate race in the interior, they long defied the
power of the Towang Deo in the hills. Both clans of Akas together
did not, however, in 1844 number over 260 families. Of the Migis
there were from three to four hundred households. The Hazari-Khawas
were the only branch of this tribe to whom the Assamese conceded
formally any right to share in the  produce of the Dwirs. The Kapa-
chors had no such rights, and anything that they received from the
cultivators was simply extorted from their fears. To the Hazari-
Khawas the Assam Government had granted the rizht of posa,
or, as it is often rather inaceu-
o rately = called, ¢ black-mail.”’ The
nature of this right will be easily understood from the descrip-
tion alveady given of the old revenue system of Assam in Chapter I,
Certain sets of paits were assigmed to the hillmen, and made liable
to pay to them instead of to the State their fixed annual contributions.

It is a mistake to suppose that the posa, which, as we shall see, was'
paid to most of the hill tribes bordering on the plains, was an uncertain,
ill-defined exaction, depending in amount upon the rapacity of the
 different hordes who might descend to levy it.(!) It was really a
. well-ascertained revenue payment, 6n account of which a corresponding
remission was made in the State demand upon the ryot satisfying it.
It may have had its origin in encroachment, or it may have been based
upon customary and primeval rights asserted by the hillmen ; but it was
a distinct feature in the revenue system of the country ' when the
British anmexed Assam. As stated in Chapter I it was at first the

The right of posa.

.+ object of our local officers to maintain intact the arrangements of their

. Native predecessors, and to avoid the appearance of anything like
radical or unexpected change ; and Mr. D. Seott, the Britich Governor
of Assam for some years after its annexation, was peculiarly cautious

. Heselmeyer, Apud Dalton in loco, See also Asiatic Bociety’s Journal, XX X VIT—104

(*) Revenue I‘roceadi.u.g:, L1th Aﬂg\lﬂ{iééi_ﬁ:a_
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in dealing with the rights, fancied or real, of the hill tribes. He

explicitly continued to them the right of realizing their respective
shares of posa from the ryots direct.

According to the records of 1825, if. would seem that the Hazari-
Khawas were entitled ~to receive from each house(*) of their allofted
khels “ one portion of a female dress, one bundle of cotton thread, and
one cotton handkerehief.”” At this period the Kapachors (or Koppa-
turas as the old records style them) were probably not looked upen as &
separate clan, for we read that the ‘Hazari-Khawas were excepted to
give ‘a part’ of their collections to the Kapachors,

The inconvenience of permilting a horde of savages to descend
annually upon the cultivated lands for the purpose of collecting petty
dues from each household was very soon fe%)t by the British govern-'

i - _ment to be unbearable. uarrels
coﬁ?ﬁﬁlmd the posaof the Hazari- .9 outrage were the natural con-

! comitants of such a custom, and
at’ o very early period of our management orders were given to
invite the hillmen to surrender their right of divect collection for
an annual lump payment in liew, In many instances mo difficulty
was found in  introducing this reform ; 1o others the proposals
were looked upon with suspicion. The  claims of the Hazari-
Khawas were at last commauted for a yearly sum of Rs. 175. This,
however, they did not long continue to draw, their connection with
the Kapachors having brought them into trouble with Government
in 1885, PFor nine years after that they kept aloof from any inter-
course with our officials, and it was not till 1344 that they were finally
brought to terms. :

The Kapachors under their leader, the Tangi or Taghi Raja, were
long the terror of Durrung and
of all the neighbouring clans. = Al=
though they numbered only about 80 families, they were able, from the
nature of the country and their local knowledge, to defy both the Agsam
and British Governments for many years.(?) Shortly before the
annexation the Taghi Raja murdered the Native official in charge of
Char Dwir, with twenty of his immediate followers. For this the clan
was cutlawed, and Mr. D. Scott, the first Commissioner of Assam, for-
bade their entering the plains, styling them a set of lawless brigands;
but they nevertheless extorted from the ryots of Burgong a contribution
of cloths year by year, just as though they were legally entitled to
posa. In 1829 they were worsted in a quarrel with their brethren, the
Hazari-Khawas, and their leader fled into Assam, where he was
captared and sent to Gowhatty Jail. Here he became devout, and
placed himself under the ghostly teachings of a Hindu* spiritual guide,

The outrages of the Kapachors,

* Dalfon,

(*) Politicsl Proceedings, 5th February 1825,
(*) Political Proceedings, 18th March 1885, Noa. 7-8,
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on whose security he was somewhat rashly released by the Governor
General’s Agent in 1832. Once free he fled fo the hills, rallied his
broken clan, murdered all who had been in anyway concerned in his
capture, and brought his carcer to its(') climacteric on the 3rd Feb- -
ruary 1835, by cutting up and buroing the Assam Light Infantry
outpost at Baleepara, massacring 17 souls-~men, women, and children,
In this outrage it was believed that the Taghi Raja had been assisted
by the Hazari-Khawas, and there were good reasons for suspecting that
his energry and daring had made him at this time virtual Chief of both
clans of Akas, and given him influence even over the Duphlas in the
neighbouring hills. At any rate the payment made by Government to
the Hazari- Khawas wae stopped, as already noted. For seven years
after the Baleepara affair, this successful brigand baunted the border
jungles, evading every effort made for his capture, and leading repeated
forays into Char Dwdr.(?) In December 1837 he carried off several
captives, and outposts of troops had to be moved up into stockades
ab the very foot of the hills to protect the low country from his
depredations.  Again in 1835-39, and yet again in March 1841,
gimilar raids took place, and Government was seriously contemplating
an expedition in force, when suddenly either weary of a hunted
life, or distrustful of his ability to face of a regular attack, he came
in and surrendered. 1t was alleged that offers of pardon had been
unauthorizedly held out to him by the  Kotokies” (an officially recog-
nised class of interpreters and ¢lan agents), and looking to the bad effect
any ostensible breach of faith might have, the Raja was released on his
binding himself hy solemn oath not to injure our ryots again. He gave
hostages for his good eonduet, the Kotokies on this oceasion becoming
his formal suretics. He even agreed to live permanently on the plains,
and a'small allowance of Rs. 20 was settled upon him. Through his
~influence, the other leaders of the Akas came in and accepted stipends,
at the same time binding themselves to preserve the peace of Char Dwér.

The whole amount to be disbmged to the Akas was at that time

) xed at Rs. 360 per annum.  The

CETTRERE R L oaths taken by th'im ““on the skins
of a tiger and bear, on elephant’s dung, and by killing a fowl,” have
on tne whole been faithfully observed, though they have made several
attempts, not always unsuecessful, to get their allowances raised. In
April 18b7, for instance, it was reported that they had refused to accept
their stipends which had gradually been increased to a total of Rs. 668.
The Taghi Raja was believed to be at the bottom of this combination,
the ohject of which was avowedly to obtain a further increase. Govern-
‘ment at once stopped the whole allowances pending further orders,

(*) Political Proceedings, 13th March 1885, Nos, 7-9.
Politieal Proceedings, 4th May 1855, Nos, 2-8.

(*) Political Proceedings, 17th Jannary 1838, Nos. 46-48,
Political Proceedings, 16th January 1839, Nos. 52-53.
Political Preceedings, 20th July 1840, Nos, 114-15.
Political Proceedings, 19th April 1841, Nos, 80-1.
Political Proceedings, 27th S8epternber 1841, Nos. 95-6.
Palitical Proceedings, 14th Febroary 1842, Nos, 11-12.
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closed the Dwiars to trade, and kept a sharp outlook for the first
dication of disturbance. These measures had the desired effect e
of the Chiefs were detached from the Taghi Raja’s influence, and early
in 1859 sued for pardon. Tn 1260 the Raja himself submitted, and a
he had ecommitted no active aggression, he was, almost too considerately,
allowed to draw his former pension with all arrears.(*) A
The Akas* have given no ftrouble of late years, & fact which
may, perhaps, be accepted as proving the sueccess of the policy o
Government in dealing with this tribe.  Their frontier line was demar-
cated with those of the tribes west of them in 1872-78; and the .
Deputy Commissioner of Durrung who carried out this duty reported
that both they and the other hillmen came down in considerable numbers
to the plains to trade and graze cattle. Mo this privilege of grazin,
they all attach cardinal importance, and Sir G, Campbell was of opinion

| * Thoir agreements run as follow (Aitehison Vol, T., pp. 148-49) :—

An Agreement enteved into by the TaGHI RAIA of the Aka Purbat, dated 26th
Maug 1250 B, B,

Althongh I entered into an Agreement on the 28th January 1842 A. D, that T
ghould in no way injure the ryots inmy deuh‘n% with them, and have received from the
British Government, since 1842, a Pension of 20 Rupees, and traded in all the villages in
Char Dwir, it being now considered that my trading in this way is oppressive to the |
ryots, and therefore required to be discontinued, I bind myself {o confine my trade to
the established market places at Lahabarree and Baleepara, and to adhere to the following
terms i i

Lst,——Myself, with my Tribe, will confitie ourselves in our trade exclusively to the
morkets in Lahabarree, Buleepara, and Tezpor. We will not, as heretofore, deal with
tlhie ryots in their private houses. A

2nd.~1 will be careful that none of my Tribe commit any act of oppression iu the
Britich Territories, d )

3rd.—We will apply to the British Courts for redress in our grievances, and never
fake the law in our own hands. ALy

4th.~ Trom the date of this Agresment 1 bind wyself to abide by the foregoing
terms, on condition that the following Pensions are regularly paid :— i o g

To Seemkoles Aka Raja . 82 Bupees.
To Soomo Raja 82 4
To Nesoo Raja Bl b

Total | ... 120 Rupees.

5th.—In the event of my infringing any of the foregoing terms, I mbjedt.; mgneltlm
the loss of my Pension of 20 Rupees, and shall also forfeit the privilege of visiting the
Plains, !

(True Translation.)
FRANS. JENKINS, (el
Agent, Governor General, '~

(1) Political Proceedings, 25th June 1857, Noe. 305-7.
Political Proceedings, 18th Muy 1858, Nos, 6-7,
Political Progeedings, J une 1860, Nos. 55-56.
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s along the Durrung and North Lukhimpore horders had ot for man
prist u mieh  tronble, 'thm;_'giﬁ- the report for 1870 desoribed M1th§e !
edd for private ransons by oue hill Duphla upou another man| of the samle tribe
) e plains.  Many Daphlas have sottled as colofiista 1n one'territoriss, and s
octasionnlly work on tea gardens, The tribe of Tegin Duphlas liviog i
Aille “on ‘the Bordors of East Duvriug and part of Lukhimpotegave, howeve
' emaolves in an attitude of pesitive hostility to the Government;
rated A raid whieh, thoogh directed against Duphla ealonists in the plains
againgt the Assamese, was fir too serions ta be averlgoked. On the might o
February, 1872 the village of Amtolla, two miles novth of the Gohpore police.
f Darfang, and seven wiles from the foot of the hills, was aftacked by 4 body |
or three hundred hillmen. The village was sacked, twio persons—a man and 4
ho resisted the beiig tied up, were muardeved, and 44 persons—men, 0T
3 d ehildren ~with theix property, ware carvied off. The villagers who ware' « 420
_ aB were all western Daphlas (not Tagins), while & few settlors belonging to, *
Tragin Duphlay were lefy noharmed—a ciccumstance which tended fo  confirm thay
since supported by ample evidence, that the aggrossors were chiclly men of fhe
tribe, "The guard at Gohpore made au attempt to fvllow the raiders, bub did
}in pvertaliing them.  Orders were, however, sent to reinforce 'the district
il troops. Al the Duphla passes to the east of Durrung and slong the
pore froutier were blocknded, and payraent of the allowances annually made o
ins, was stopped. | Spies sent into the hills traced the raiders to their homes,
heiv reports and the statements of one ov two captives who escaped, the
¥ thewr villages Las now been pretty well ascortained. The culms.m'aigngd_
y:

nkiage is a curions one.  The hillmen bad, 1t seemy, been miuch  troubl
mie, which they believed to have been imported from the plains. . They eallad
e Duplilas 'of the plains to compensate them for the loss they had sustained in |
ldeen and adilts from the dicoase ; and bevause the Duphlas of Amtolla declined to 4
nisel their wishos, they came doswrn Lo recoup themselves by seizing them all as slaves. . |0
H'he Tagins refase to surrendey the captives save on ratsom ' paid. and svén threaten
furthor vaids if the bloskade is maintained.  The blockade has of course bean strietly:
0 maistained, and it is believed that this exclusion from'all trade with the plains hes
ibesn felt by the hillmen, thongh as yet thay show no aigns of giving iu. The
[ Licutenant-Governor, after perscual consulation with the Depniy Commissivner,

Aay (wherd a vesort to liw besomps absolutely necsssary) may be smoothed aver,
. of ‘& Tun-nway wile & that is, no douht, one of. the cnses, perhaps &« ease, in
is leagt in acoord with Native feeling. Insuch a'case hetween onr peopla.

the trontier, the %ey Commissionar may not 'only eall the parties

to settla i, but miy also, ' when necessary, pub them in the way of the
) nstead of harshly roferring & foreign snvige 0 the courts, the Deputy .
auer might make n suit for the restitution of conjugal rights ora criminal cuge.
ultery, or an action for hreach of promise, a ¥ery simple affair for him, by making
petition, simmoning fhe gpposite side promptly, and administering a':uliw,'-whig :
repid and complete without ceasing to be lagal.  The Lisuntenant<Governor doss:
1t 1o be within the law it is wecessary to bo slow, exacting, and naintelligiblp
‘o0 the confrary, he belioves that if an oficer knows how to go the righ
Wy ol prompt and vigorous jnstice swighin the law, especinlly; ag
5, when hie' combines nll powers in kis own person. The Lientenait
i or fr1isia that you will impress these views oo the officers of your divicionsand try
wake hem neb npon, them iu casde in which savage and simple people are wnb&medy.. §
re ol difficolties enough without their being mised hy fhe officers entrusted.
Cwith the . administration of frontier: distvicts, uwnd the Lientensut-overnor will nof:
t them fo relse nnnecossacy logalities.”” g ot AL R i




oe1i0 _has. however, cather shran
chranie difficulty which exis
ted to the Gwornmeg__l BT

{ this kind, whick  we m‘lmt expect  otedsi
oally. :m]wd and the tribes ‘com ﬁ':ﬁ hei e
& corps cpuld Jalwiyk be usefnlly mi
 hill service.  Meantiine whue His Honor bax p
be. Du phia tmnt:er next cold season a sufficient natnber of
0 mgoron‘a Blockade, and furnish, it aalleﬂ for, n small
:r.tham, the Deputy Commissioner, Won[é he alluwed, i’
; and other meqvs had failed, to make & dash into. e hill
selaphant and local vooly carriage available.  He woul
jand watching the blockada, superintend also the operaf i of
Biowld eary eastward along the foot of the hilly the line of dapasreatio ;
J settled along the Kammp lronhu 20 e840 mark’ distinotly for tha fulire the
which we claint s ours nnt.'mfhm which we ubml n,iuse ‘to p-ermlt any oubrs
enoroachment, |
0% That tha blockude. mil pmbnh]y seonte the surrmnder of f.hu on|
 perliops bo enconraged to hopa, from the fic! that another Duphla vulw
af L‘unkhlmpore, srhieh had carried offin similar fashion last
of the plaing, has lately vestored them, when it foand that
wing such sonduet as » grave ol’[‘ame In thie instance | #!
wever, been fm"unnh*ly able’ to mpt:ue one of the trﬂ‘uu
osmgo till his village sent back the aphives,

The blockade: pruwnrr ineffoetual, a nﬁl:fm-
L La.'mr &"eﬂt& 2 hl]ls m 1.8
,pp:dsrtuon boitiz offered by the Duphlas
have as 3 clan given ro, tronble. ' Oceasional

mejehers of the ‘tribe have been duly dealt with ;- rnatier
"f; onr relahuns wxih the i‘blefs navp ’)aen un;form -am :




