
birthday o£ flw fem * or Kodoma, tw* they call him. hut, of the month amt yjeitr of b W ilt 
the, iro  fenoranty 1'toir principal fKwts »xe lull moon o t Aearh .iwiAsin. W>»
common rmoplo worship t> a  K<«.om* and the Um-lu ttoddo^ Debi or Ihu ?». bat tlscy -r 
not the followers oC any and they emp-ov in i.ar service their
Instead <>f Brahman? 'Tho priwl of tiebi are called Pome, wlnlmthose ot ko.hoaa ,re 
called I U afoou, tAfsammtt iMtpu)S Fowls, mgs and buff*! .may ho ottered t" I < >>, 
ho! not a. duck nor a goat, •, the service of *.•*).«»» eousiMa at floral offerings only, the •
w ra ii i  of l)u"ga. lilcc the esutemi ot bunting their dohd, is **.<1 hv Uuy.iseWoa to hit* 
fr M time iiw ani -via). ,.u il seoms to >r<> probable that both pnW hm  Im o be  • ' J

t|i Hindu? with'whom this lithe color.;/ iuia boon th royaso  mtunatelv into conUci.
Tu( Khatamis of Sadiya. in Oolouel Dalton •< time at least, use I not only to bur* tceir 
(lend but t,o preserve the ktavo* w;tb r^rlioulai* care. The c -W  maw *>i tlio colonv, 
mI,., in - adopted the Hindu name of Mani Ifcuo. is the ’raurbon «f the ->.<i Sadiya hhe 
V'i; >1 , oiT. ., wu- taken away in 1839. llo  W'-ng* to the noble hmui.y, or sw t of

Lungting, while the common toik or n *  ; ydjj 
Thattouas. village' are Mnuehi, Ini/nr-tm, and Luuglha.

Other septs :u tho Sadiyn country are Man-phai, Mim-flai, Mjxtua and Lung-pot;',:.
1 4 8  'Fromtheforegoing account, it will be understood why the Khaiulh c teund in

tholAkhimpm* fiirtrfct only. Tl, numbered 
Klee,Mi.) loun<! if me I,nkhirnpur District uuly. 1.562 in Is'/A and «W t . t t l  t  nv, including 

Kaniiange and. Yhakhd Twenty-one KUarotb wer« numbered in the Sibsagsur District, 
in 1878, in  whoso piece 275 people are now returned M Shuns, and these, are probably

J Ajld'llias.
144 Miri. Bawbla., and After are names which Iwvo ftm i given by the Assam ese to s

three atstiont of one and tho same race, in- 
in.--Mirk. Dachlta, and Abpflh Their several hahitin. tl:> mountains between the Assam 

r.io.s : 0 * ' *® tlw •’•»*». Valley and Tibet, anil settled also to some
number (ekpceWly the- Miri#) in tho vallov itself, where th  v.follow 4 system of migratory j  •’
outtiir-ii-m. Their prim bud crops are Miftunw nee imd mustard, maize, ami cotton, 
gov. n iri deawnees mpdft h t h e  axe-add la* in the fore--, or tho jungle of m i  s. T-*etr .. ' :’\4
villages usually placed cn or near 1 lie bonks of a ri,v'r, consi .t? ot few houses built n 
platform* M**l four or five feet above the nakui surface -t tho pto.n, priweutn.-Sf ■■ *tt. -isf , f

j- coriiru.st to the ordtaarv Assr.m<v?« village with its o?shards betel, r»**b.n, ;>ud plamt-u -!
:*o<l it» twn|)0>V( this? thicket of bamboos V nJer %h*i bounce live tho f ^ arid f iix̂  winch
hirnish out the v il la s  feasts, and tho mere prosperou? villae^ keep henis *f buffalos mIfo, (! ■
th>u di these people, ’ike so many of tho non-Aryan races of Assam, eschew n M* a.s an
uuolnan thing. The Iwiyrnttm *f«>k«i by all thriy sections of the '. is practicelly on.*
and tho same. In geoii' iphicul irdcr, becinttitn,' from the castaxa frontier of Bhiitun. he.
suocossion is us toUm,s . —A t ■ , a tribes r-hwclv akin to the iMpblas, out who hive hitherto
made no stitloments in the pl.ii'is , then Dapula? j next tho hill Ai iri? , m l  Inially tho
Abor. at the .eastern end of the valley. In  point of importance, however, tho H ina rank
a long way first. -v (

148. 'The Miri* am much tho oldest settlers and the most numerous. They are divi-
d e l into two mutually pi elusive sec‘a >n9, »\ii- h 

<I» Thai:iris. H,.„ rospeotivtly km.-in as Barahgam and
l)oh-a" or tho tHp.ve-.tlan and ten-olan Wins. These Assam' * names .vice no clue 
to the o n -in  of th. iisuuetion, but it wero* probel.le Uiat the Ht.c.hgaiu Aims ore. th •

older settlers. Their tradition 1* that their 
la) liarahgam Mirts. ariocsforv. to the muubcr of twelve-score ‘ I 's ’

(the ladder standing for tin hor.su to which i t  is the moans of access) cu.nui down 
from i tie hills under their k ng Furuk Chuti who was hinmeif one of the clan and 
hence the Burah 'am Miris ■■all themselves Rajhansi. A third apjiellatiott of theirs is 
f t -  iva, which, thev aav, was given them by the Ahom kings, and which seema td donmc 
that tliey wero |t>uhd rtsidhnt >n the Oluili.ya dominions il* the time of th « r oourpufift by > A f 
Uio Aiioius, and nro-thu* to ha distinguished from more recent settlors. They explain ,;,A
their subjection to the Ahoms by the fact that the ituCcstor of tho Ahom Wm? came down 
jxiim heaven by & Inalder of .gold, while the elan of king tfuruk originated in a person who 
came .own I,., hv humbler moans of a ladder of bamboo, and was therefore destined to 1 .. .;
occupy no inferior position on Hie earth. Their king w.w entitled, Howewr, to sit on the 
terone of liie Ahoms for a day arid i liali in the year. Tim Bur: :,m« litis liavc only two
p A o , or clans, Pegu and liorc, Doth of which arc oxogiri■•ns so that a 1 01 nmn
must marry a Here wuiuan, and vie* . :r*4> They *ay tV se arc tho names of two brothers

- , > 'I 'l f c i H'£&'?¥■‘teMWm? • «-.. • " ■: /V 1.-M :
. ,• ,!: v f h ; !  ■■■(■$

H B H k  ndtuT. ■■ 'if . .
i'Av t? J i  : $  . :■*£/■■ m UV . ft? "
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no.vuH  c ii v I i y t  i‘- il> Til' ’ >i Cnit -Li ■ , i n ’ <
- W« the folk-win >

1. |)i'imHuk'U,i:a. ! ■ 7. Bon:*kiml. '
2. C-icHgk. , g. Tataiiragsya. ' . 7' »

I ' 3 'UiltetigijraL 9. ' JoMgOys. / -v-‘< ■.
ijl& ff* ’ d, Otm:!il. 10. Fahjfoys,

5. Laaoog-sWy», "11. Paite-patj, "'^:"yr,r:'
6. Tiohufiyiil 12. Yornng. goya. It

Ii- is not clour whether these 12 kM *  contoixjnd with the %‘i t t im  of the Rarahgatu. but 
tiio clans fire ,pro!.;.‘t.bly of much older origin, white the khelsAthrfly take'their Mitt* froOl 

ag l'C  the Ammu Valley, only OSnial, baehgia, and Moit ngiyiil appearing to (to goiuiine : . . t :
Min names, andihetw three am claimed also by the Jlohgam Miris. The ihv un, or .

;3; ifS./' OririE'im, (ft they call themselves, <Sri\i/ being the Miri word fur ".ten'’), art* dfeded into
]'Si',C.,''i m tlui <>M.g:tmo«8 phaida of Nor, VlHi, Famo .

' *" ’ K&rdbo, hmitirn, Pog&k, find Smte The story
whu-n Urn .Diiinrirn Miris toll of their coming to Assam is that one of - the A burn kings 
i-da idithed three dr s \bh< r>l) of suit, dried fish, and rioth wherewith ho templed them

•'! .......’ Cicuwii) (Iowa nml aid him against the Khmutis (whose invasion of Sadmi occurred in
the PM uveive or fifteen yours of the. 18th century), and that their original settlements 
w ere in iA.bhaipur, i tract of chantey between the Nuga Hills and the Ditsutg, which 

’ : iioems to have been assigned by ’.lie About kings as a dwelling-place for more than one Vi;
tribo of uncivilized allies.

14B. W hether late or early im m igrate, the >liris have hitherto preserved tV dm rity
. .  . , of thoiv r:: o, their language. and Llieir religion. ’■
W»rm»twe.t«nd «>wtom.. Colonel Ptell m W i b ,  s Them well as being

’’ iif the yellow Mongolian type, tall and powerfully teamen bnt kii Ii » Slouching uait 
and sluggish habits.”  The beardless chuck end obliyuely-sot oven of the Mongolian’ may . v b 
be recognised in any Miri village. The strong well-nourished nppeurunep of men anti 
women alike U due. nodoubt, to the animal food’ '(beef excepted) winch forms •» largo 

, • portion of their diet. Another point in favour of the men is their custom of marry mo­
ll only at adult ago. Betrothal may toko place At ohilJhood, but warring* is dri’orml nun}

. the young couple are able to set- up house for themselves, Often tint) brdegrcK)m.-oIt;et. has 
to serve lor his wife, l.rrhujis several years, in the- ‘louse of his I'atbor-uiCuw. The vAunen 
weave (heir own petticoats of -course cotton cloth in stripes at gray colours wrought With 
dyes obtained (ns they -#y) from the Klwratis. Another article of domestic awhufucturo 

f : Is the Miri rug (yVi») ina.!« of cotton ticking on a hacking of thick oluth. Upon the men
, , islcno .1 volvee the bd'our of first ch aring the jungle or foiling thie forest, but the usd of 

■] die long Miri hoe is familiar to both sexes, and the women certainly take their full share; ' '"l-.i.
of field labour. :

147. The religion of the Ttiris is of a very rude and vague ehanotcr, Xkiirf A'rHntn . : ’
~ , (or Mt’kiri and MeXynm) soeiu Uf bn.-iti.e ' T'.

|li _ , lh«ir,H‘ligici«s belief. departorl spirits of their male and fsaialo
ndatives, who vcijuiro to bo propitiated on the occasion of any smull or-tfreat miseharw-. , ’ J 
They also revorancte the suulpioinya), the hrtven (lalamj), and the earth u<), ' sf,

j The mtertaudiwy bci-v.-een these deities and mankind is thcyl.fi'/;f or M'imhua, a kind f
socrilviiil priest or metieiuc man, Thu function is so far hereditary-time,one of the sous ,

- 5 of a . 1 unbua v-ill usunlly tx; a Vlimbtete, hilt the eleothia 4e|»encls fipici the ihii.y, who may
Jjuet'iw ewdljr choose iw ootoMer, The process of voeatioii is thus <t ■ rribed . About the 

■t1'- age of eigiuoiin the favourite of the jjO'l is driven by the spirit into- tite jungle, where he
reuiains for many days unsupported by any food but what he funis there. At the end o’ 
the lime he oaujes home a ehaugoil person, perhaps wearing snakes coiled, harmlessly round 

• %{■,:■?•■■. bis nark, hut ut tmy wtosble thenceforth to eothmuno with the invisible world, and t  '
:‘f [  nuswer all m iuaer of qi’cstions by intuitive ■ knowledgey he also possesses the gifts of
'it;' prophecy and of healing byprnyefr. Sometime# th«jc gifts develop them ■ .u# only after

the lad's iiteoss on his r< U;:-n fetao the jungle, in which case a Mimbua lisa to be calhsi 
. in to plead between him and t’l, • aiOietivc
i 'f it h- Sfoidetem h> religion of H, ehgm bind ,,r th(, ?od. The Hand.gun. Alins, as

older resident - of the valley, nro partly fallen
away l.'aai their old religion. Nek in and SVkirau serve them well enough for small ,

!';v  7. domostiooccasions, but in public worship (bor khewa) they invoke Swuknr end P«rame»< 
vur, and though it  is still the Mimbua who officiates, the ordeal of vooalioa lias Jhjoh

fe .ifM afe t i l t  ■- . .' , ,v / v ; vK L  "%■ "  w:
r - .
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,£ rjrt -boar.
l*v Mir« bnrv their dead. They surround the (crave with a fence, iwido 'vhfcji ■ - \\ 'k C \14.,. M,r.s <«r. they S(.p:,,, i j,i. «; of cl- It. at 1.be endoi ;i Ml

Kupawl of the dead. bamboo. During tho folio-' itiff •■’•O '  tboy f'-sil
.j,0I rtttaitod'oolt for the footprints-of men or arhnaJs in its vicinitt and. «  wr. v-n-n, ,
ttioy conclude that Ike person or creature to whom or whiob they M w g ed  witi ,-aortly 
dio.

J t o <n,e Miris, like other wild tribes, are <listit..ftni»h«H\ by the V -v .irv  into 
! ’ bkakatia and oM<’V«/w, acoordux as the- -.re v

Inflinioe of l'ii-.lu aosliama, or are uo‘ followers o a ( iisham. T ie r  ■ ■ ,
Q,, ir.in- are «hie(W tho.se of tlm Sibsagar Diatnc*, on the south b-,rh of «.? 
th*rt,«rh ih* «iwit majority of tho '1 iri settlements : n on the north hai.jror m  the Wand of 
^ S 4 r t f ^ o l ? S e  J *  of some of tbf biggest Utthiuna m Awam Their r tim  
flitb tho tiushiiiu .however, h rather isempMui.than npintual I t#  worth :il* V'J

-tire him n -their friend by oi'erentsod a  iyw aunt-: • nrly nod up .-mon ol in is . -. an<
I - vU-rdin" to wwl. mini’s rn.-i.im and usedliuttiou -- bu t tbevnavo uo -Jlvabrnni,' ,,or no 

Ikov i S a  t r W  In'w'iuo places, ho'.vov, i , I  fared tUjtt th y  1m  he-,' |.reva,it4 on , 5 * 1
t.» leu-'© off Vatin? buffalo's flesh. T hat they are tunkifft into the maw of .In. Hindu 

, , r,itiior. however dowlv, is proved by the existence a tbo class known a .* •  or >* .»
’ \j’j-■;h who haw given tip their tia‘. tonsil eustrin of pUttorm-limfev .• : --i- •< to
I v i^ f o i f th ®  tsm iind-n ohaftffe which s ig n to  sdeo a  d epartto  from m e y  other 
nirtidual ©tttteni-% religion included. I

1*0 Tho religion of tho Hill Miris, .vho cmne down to the valley with nuujJcr in , M
‘ ■ tbe cold season, is quite; as vagno as Uirffof

I ' (») Tin mu Miris. the settler* iu the plains, but hero the place of ,jV
Kekiri and Nekiwin is taken by 'be lip n m , a kind of sylvuu deity, who siitaoos tor tlm

■ j , . , , r  every-day life, though in <rttui»l cmvjiwcfureii 'M W  greater god has o  be j/an.-.d '
,, i Pv thimoriiiee of a-niiftW A Hill Miri told me how be ;had once, « » ; * . % ,  , W

' actuniiv awa a i'to iiftr  Tho obtrauter «r this sod is that hr lives to trees, and all tlm v i 'i
v ‘ • ulv.v'i* rtf vhf> forfsl obev hitti. My informal) i; w;is throwing1 stones m ft thicket by Hie

„.|Ll of A iwol and sudiii()i!»r aware that he had hit tho h fcpnxii, who was sitting at
the foot J  it. tree it the likeness of ast old grcpy-beardcrl man. A datigctoua iilnow f f t o #  1 ;

' eons w r  - iVnni which the l».>y v.-as saved by tm offering "1 ■' dost and 1 "uf
■ ' A, hi* ,«renis t<. the offbndotl yipum, who has wjbscjuoutly yisikd him w orwuns. IW  s

,11 cn M ooit«e also I he spirits of the dead, called "Orem” .h e r  own language ' i« T
o ^ r e n t iv )  and “ M-m. deo" bv them in As-nimiao. Their tribes aft very numerous.
1 OHsily obtained'a list, of some titty, wliieh sure, subjoinedi(‘)

Musts i K.—Tibuotia Mam
, (*;,.,(«,« riorw.) j (»*»'-»“* <MM'C"

. T.al.n. Uomflon (H.«ndaa). M
m  ■ & rc. i f i t w g - . ,  »«;.

a s t -  a r ® ....*  k *.
use- s i. a r ^

’iifi (IhiOTiuor Uttn. ,,,.u
Ho,li>. bin- |sro. HI ob it ' - I ' igefcha. Imomai «?tpO. »am».

; f '  i: '.  W  t'MIIhari. Pika.‘ 5 ’ Nunar. Bojao. M't».
:,V: Vldi. JKorio. lull.

I Idsk. Knbak.
noc ha. Tek&r,

, tj.it. those inolnde some pitridi of the same tribe, i.«., section or families within , m limits
„f » nidi mmiafio i» iuterdioted. -’he Timur or Chimirr tribe t  r instance b>.« tlw four 

a, of H«po Toiir Tore and Lumo. Over - and above ttrn mtoute sub-div m.-.i into 
ttihes, tlLore aeem to be two main divisions of Tiirc aid T ine or tho mhabitante d  the 
ip - 4 ^ 1  the higher ranges respectively. The Chatiya Muns are. said by thc.r lull

I 'd  , c , l t„.ileve.hc,wavoi',tIw. them .rsiraily the nanc-of M iri (»ud tn some ewieii of Abort v.dagvs iu 
ilit . fvmiftiti?, though posiijbly ea\ih viUjigc inftj also be a tlau.
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f w  S f a °  : S l
i  £ !" > u f ! H M  Thghing

IvMBg Beta ft’dbtog
doling T ta . m m

L| i :j%!';; Tjwlf* Obubor

.,f h^lfSrî u l mn(>''n mf ĉ i ^  * e samo trib0 is fovbkidon, as atm between members -.1 tribes which we regarded as having a common ancestor.

r ,  157- total numbers of Miris, Abm, and D i ^ i #  the Assam Valley (within '
‘̂v. Kumbur; of Uio three tribes in the Assam Valter juperjine) irk. 1872 and 1881 is shown in . ’

tiio s?̂ l>joined table— ■

■i —______ ________*!!?; nxm’.iB.

m  ft fl It I /fTTf .;■ IS t fi! I | 1 I . I t i j I l '•
;:':v , 3 8 S 5 |  |  :3 : 6 j§ s  ;| '

______ £_ L i ____ £ j J L _  a  , & J _  _ £ _  I:- I I i 1 ■ :||L
N * t - - ■ ■ ■ ■ ■ | , %

, ' !‘- i '•' -  ! 107 VX8 336 O.SSI *,rn  19,91?! MS U.5 m  L4,m

! . I , 11B
»w . -  j ••■ WH I ... | >",SM J3.636 ! .an 33a 210 6J(. % ,m * 1 »’

p| j . j. | . j J j ’ ' y ’ |
w ^ r d r t ^ N ^ h ^ T  ^  aw  :eut settkm - ;I)aP,llliB ***> found in the■ * * £ $ $  t  *5? a r td ■?

: • X  *Z w ^ ! ^  Utunbw returned by tfe  wnsu* has sn<L‘t « n
; « s a  $  a t 5  * "  ~  « £ *  : : g f |
:; , i58. Two remarks are das to the refutation of these tribes. Colonel Daltoa jfcvs

ReyaiiwiiWM certain cjstMsi S 18* l’0,>anf(r>' k  fo*u*w  among the Dai-hiao.
Wlh bower and deobnri that it would be t i S S . ^ K S ?1 &

were w er a llo w ! to come together in the 
h<£oC‘ Coloael Dalton deeonbes as a festival which fotv of the unh»itm:«xt flv«.

^  9 ' ^ * * *

i;ri M tiii&tik



Ilf
d 7 ‘ MMtk (M«M»)i—(i5 MttRi. division of Upper .A*--!1 ljrfc^ betwiv.u the

.,, iv i ‘ ,<„ Hf'limirontT-j 'and the southern jn<w>»tauis, and th  i» w r wHy' Nna-Dil'iMKj the Br/dimad>«tr<», *!lU “  - , t , «.ith bans,. T-iie common demjrna
the whole ol. thm pTOeni w -iiM p '-rt Dih... V , M k aW a WOrd whiidi llnbinmir* w; * is of

' : V ,-L" ° l  i ? t . U (‘ 3 J .  .V£ the «  .T . W  * ';

oomus -eturns »xpb A  w l *  thy. m«M. P  „ t]1:, Hiurta portion t!*c two re*j*«>i - • 
of Matak co»stt # •• u o .iJ i  u n  in K  . ■ < niili The Assamese-of the tower
able .castes of K oht, .and H w * s o m e  contempt. whi. h they 
district 5 regarded . thi ijoe.uiu *ud • .• r in altoUm to the fishing
e s p i e d  | | y  the i e m i , A* mY whtwe back the Gosbarn had -m  seat, 
earned on by k Do > ‘ ' A a g  in «,0 Brahmaputra b.d ween the Sibsagar and
This was in t:ic M*jhnli. it tars,® '■ , „ , h • .u, resided there ns mud to  ha-c ,
I-ukbimpm l * * * ,  vrd the name of " t to  vtoinitv of Clorl.at,
been A ninddh. .ho bha.tra waa 1 1 \hn\A .racou icalous of th honour -of
Tosv ivJs the. r. -Idle «.: the asl cen • m w **  Oothaiii eonipeifed certain Monoiesfek-i . 
G o .lm u ( finU), the godded of * * *  ** '**“
an.. Teir <*» I <>f voltutioa t * »  V dslm-wa was not **#»««•, V;i
ft,roe . ads. huidi .h . m.un,. . i. exu j  . - rebellion and (blamed pcwsnft. . \

i  •’ and torue th irty  years W «  the_Moa.!>- „ ' n n jj( tltter several disastrous^ / > ?
Sion .< tttfj own country, ihey ; ,
r .ii which shook the A t '>m km - ..., ,.,,r under British rule

h m . 11 :provin' . As religious j  ' j. j (J, - th,. Goshaiu had beou k.litetl. end

t z r t f J K T *  »•'
* } . ? lu th o -w t . . . ^

!*,<]> :■ 'Mh  \
m f  h ^ «  tbatVo.: follovvereof snoh a Gostoiu are mainly drawn fwc» »oa.«» <*<■ <»***,.

»■?. V ’m  the Poms. V::, ■’";

« • « »  * * >  • '» "  >» «* " ’o  ” ■ £ :
{»>. Moran- It. me the name avpliod ta  the upper muMo.»

is one neither ot ;vi< aor natio>iality. l?  * ' MtK1I!' iria. j i^ a k r  or Mor»»s are '

4  ■
' 4V-»btfamU of the jun tfte”  : am! the ' t a lP '%

. lasT ong sinoe disappeared. I suspect thai -S20 fnirsuns returned m tno .j?r«$ebt tu io . r .n  .

.M m  . ;iav, * , ’> i avJra J m  ' ■

. ■ . ■ : ' , , ,



i , r1; ,, : ' ....... ■ ■ ■■ * ■  - w  ■ '/by
, ”'• H  wutei. , (.-.liionfei MeCu!h>cJi, m las of! Manipur gnvo a-series otVv'oea- . _
b.i.tones or^acrA and Kuki dfyfort*, 'nid ih© late Mr. also pubMahed a pamphlet ' ’' ’ ’ V
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fn.Mp taiipu t  Thi'- ca. E-irJlvb* n v 10, fiducalhma) v >rK ■!> j i„ i :■.> i>,« , V'.h
n< belwyed te  ■' • akin to jfv, hart) have been, published by the, America,u:;missionaries it 
Tdia, ivmditoM'ted m- the Roman and the Bengali character.'

194. The Mecband Eabha languages a rt plosely connected with Kaohari, abd  it is
' ,,. , .. . „  . believed that ihere is »,> real difference be

. -ee i, . «  us ,jyor,<r. tween them : but their grammar and vdcitftu- r-
bay have not been reduced to  writing yet. I t  is repo r»} that 4 Rabha will often d.»s nbo W*,

§
 himself, -when asked Ms . race, as a  Brid»-R»ohari. The same persons are returned a*

MeeMs and. Rabhas by language and by race in every district. The Ihior.;;?, again, . re 
beiibveil to be gemi-BiMuised Garbs, who have settled on the lower spurs and in  the. 
valleys at the foot of the (biro Hills an both the north and south sides of the range : in 
tils Vvitoy tract attached to the Guro Hills, 8,689 have been returned us Hajongs by race, 
while only 681 are recorded as speaking1 that langur:go. Here, perhaps, {he discrepancy 
.'if it be not dire, as in Lakliimpur, to an  error of tire enumerators)1 may be taken as a 
argu iont the use of the language fa dying out, and thus Bengali is usurping its plane.

195. All Mikifs by race are recorded as speaking'' the Mikir langitfee, of which a
. vocabulary has been published by the Weal i

American Mission.
196. The tatae ,n rsons (25,635 in number) are returned as belonging So the Mirt rar e 

,. . and speaking the M in language. They are
* • found in Darning, Sibaagar and Lakliimpur.

197. The term Naga covers' a variety of languages as well as of races. The 
, “ Kacbclia Nagas” of N orth Caeftar have no

roimectum, as for as wo are aw,i-«. with 'tW  j
Magas or Nag.a in the bills south of Sibaagar, of whom tewra.1 branches ovist, differing 
in tongue or a t leant in dialect, such as the Jnbokas Haulms. Kamsangias and many 
< thers, as f..r as the Path# range ; and in the Naga Hills District there are four races, tin 
Angamis, I.botas, Rengmas and Senas, who differ completely both in bui oage and dress.
Three tram*' n o  and phr:is> books •■. the An...mu; Nnga ini gnaec bate been prepared bv 
three efeesrs to compete for a prize oflVicd by the Chief Commissioner, auii one of those 
will, 't is hoped, ere long be published.

g.
198. The Mturipuri* for tbo most pSrt setthidin C&char and S/.Thet about, the time

of the Burmese invasion of Manipur, and tbo v.n
local affinors„do not believe that -av c»n- 

siderriib- emigration go«s on now from Maniprr :m • ti • Surma Valley. They have 
identifi . themeelvco with the habits oj the oeonto of the vafley, and though a moo of 
m. vwi Kdki and Jtega origin, have -become wore Hindu than the Hindus, prafessing 
themselves to bo Kshalriya's and to regard tbo tenets of caste with especial veneration, 
i t might therefore have been expected that a large number of them would have dropped 
tbo Manijiun as their mother-tongue and hayo adopted tbo Bengali of C; bar and 
fcjtfcet, wh ioh in  effect they all habitually speak. B ut hot only have ell M.mipurib by 
nice been returned as speaking: tha t language, bu t in C.mhur, .while there ate 8fs,7-ii>

■'/',;. 'jiahipuria by race (Table VX1I), the census returns show 33,1,'23 persons as speaking 
Mauipuri. This is an obvious error, but no explanation of Hie way in which i t  occurred 
has beta given. The number of Manipuris is 'believed to' bv much under-rated in both 
district# but especially in Sylhut, whore the Deputy Commissioner believed that they- 
approached more nearly 80,000 than 18,000. I t  is. possihio that some of them desirous of . 1
exalting their rank returned thomrolves as Hindus of good castes.

3.99, The Santong has been classified in Table IX  us a different language from th e  
j 'M  Khasi. Khasi, this :» a irtMsshc} the language of fbcue . • ■

two races is McntiuuJ, though' there is a
tendency to divergence in different parts of the district as to the tine of particular words. '  ,

; The number of..Sharis by race' and by tongue agrees in respect of all districts escept
the Khasi Hills, bu t here a strange discrepancy occurs: Table V I I I  shows 101,5JC 
Kharis by race ; and Table LT, 106,620 ivhasis by language; so that people have been 
returned as speaking the language though not of tbo Khasi raw. Attention has already 
been rirewii to the anomaly .that in Table I I I  B, lOt-,177 persons are recorded as Kharis 
by -religion. The Khasi has .no written character, and har been transliterated hi the 
Roman character l.y the UTelsh missionaries who have published several works in i t  
for the use of their primary schools and of English students of Uie language.
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Mmuioss o s  frontier work and f o u c j , iwo-w.

It. if* always to be regretted if, in a. case where t r t . Cloyurninent of India, for wwoi*. ot 
T u t  oflStM Blab-policy, lias recoursetorexecptiotia) htguthi-

Art.50,11 or lMfc . tiftlt, it do* not tali® care that full information
as to its aims ami motives is a t tmtX'lpiA before the public. Nothing is more calculated Ui.
]'iw(m.o u iw ju f c t , th e  winds even o ' rewouable jiien, than the idea that the hb.ecutive 
Ciovernpivut is prepared to sot_ aside the action of the Coitiy-s of- law by po<t j'aeto 
ein.udmems fn, ued to cove validity to arbitrary andillegal, proceedings i f  the provisions 
of Act. X X II. of 186S* (the Clare Hills Act) have been subjected already to host ,re <ti- 
oistn, .this has, wc believe, bisen entirely tw ins < the reticence ot QcivWuitteiu- itself--- " ;

' ntU eam  which. now that the Act has boeiwmC law, is not july meaningless ho* . nhwtt tar- 
onc. 'Vl'iv.Ua'ye'.hitd an opportunity of perttsipsi a  volume of pvpeiv bearing on the atrlv  
history p f the (tore frontier, printed and'privately Circulated by the late btoperal irtikit.V-; 
awl -heir read ufoomteetion With other published docu-reutoi enable us to give what we 
think » tmrmb recount of the Act in quotum  and its ru> tgtt d'&ti-e,
. ■ % e  plains lying- at; the foot of tits fisro IT ills wore found by fire Muhauiroadsm 
lnvan. s o t  iBitstfirn Bengal in the, jiossossion of a torn powerful lamlhi; i.!er» of ISiittiu,
«  tKwihty of infeed Hindu and Haro blood, to whom the MulmutHadatst* gave the title 
not of ‘ ito«iindM.r’ but erf.' C ftw dry.’ The revenue settlement made with these Chomirus 
•mm ii.ssew-'.d.not report the land as efoewherc, belt upon certain transit and market dues, the; 
bulk of wWet. tw 'realized -on- the. trade carried on with the Garb uumntaiueere at-the 
"'kote? of pur res".nr frontier Markets established at the font of th e  hill*. The''m ain 
stoplmoE this trade was cotton, which the (taros brought down annually in large quantities 
to barter for cloth and gait. So long a*-the Choiydri<» i»,id tb- ir tribute at liiingalaaifea, 
in.-e ‘e-iriaii i,l’ the Fouybir there with occasional gifts of elephants or aandahvotid, they 
vivo toft to irvreage their estates as they pleated. • Accordingly,'Ww more ambition.* of 
ilhwi eatered upon a career o f ' ooi&lest in the hilts, aud-on the side of'Gfowalnara'to veral 
o-' li.em ■utcowded ,i> an* exuig such outlying 'spurs as mu into t-lreir zerm'firees on 6b,v 
j i:ui>. On liio Gfiro vilUeos so conquered they levied a house-tout, and .generally took •« 
iini’eh as. they could «.!),!,geto  get, after the wanner -«f nnnox*tionirtn, aneieht or random. :
Tire natural oMiscciieiice of there proceeding*, axil if the hover-ending Chicanery and 
oppression practised on the hillmen at the frontier -markets, tvas a ohronii* ••uinity between 
w e Oaros-itnd the. Keminditrs,: relieved occasion ally by wild murderous raids of the 
hiHmeri into the plains, pr tav-githecjpg, 'forays of burkui, Bares into tire hills 
Ami this st-ato of things continued for - years after the British Government .had 
aken lioiniiifd possession of North-Bast Bengal. . The revenue, settlement of the 

CUowdrta whs, liowover, placed by .us upon a  different footing. W s gtnendty direr t-at 
<w»r best attention to revenue sett-iemeBts. An. asiessmeut was put upon the 'land, sad a 
more eui ghicced policy led ultwusitely to* the abolition of ‘ sever’ sod tran s it' d tip |
(, vutghoui to country, B ut a s ‘ payer’ had bum a tifoliSe so’uree of'income to’ the 
laiHibol-'i.-rs of Howalpam and Aiymeusicg, particular enquiries wen instituted as to the 
laimimt of comperaiiioti to bp given them for its Joss. Aocwdingly' Mr. John Elliott in 
K«S->ji) -ivsde fttirei'ui inquiry along the north bonndaiy ot Pergiiriiiahg Shoreporc and 
BiK.'.-.ntig, ,n Alvmiuising, a.s' to the duos levied by the remiiidars at the frontier market-, 
lie'.found ih a t as the CWircte were tea w a ry  to venture far into the pfeins, these in .> (« , <
were iaw inb lv  •j»r;--biir*”.B at, or ui, the i.-jJ t.y to The hiiW, and were strew.,-,



vuwded by the wmiwfer’e bufkuwita*. Beyond these markets the amutodaiw 4»ml not 
veolu* ; save with largo araued yurt*, s for f.‘k*ph^nt»ha»vmg or tor purposes of v.^n- 
tou ted  peoulsf&r. >f T]>„ Onto.- beyond the koto. of p m ,  were the m ») ^  f  «  
hnfepe'iaout.’* The zemindars were, therefore, given »  fond tunlc'x.-n.t .»v then estates
0,1 Hi. „l.if»onlj, anl they ,p.t ncmpeasat iou for tie  loss of the dues they levied si lie 
mirii. ’ Hat beyond the 1ms of:t|l«» market, sthey. engaged fornnttiWK T M  wte l., 
tioni.fov of the C«iro:men. The Surveyor Genera!'s xlepartotcat and the sUb-dmswusl, 
swton'JM  net, however, theft. been ioauguMfeil and, m the absence ol local supervision 
aid precise maps, the eerufodM* sedulously, and with mac* Nitutajdreap^taeiMdvw,

•cos,tinned V levy does .at the Gam Mta, amimteceeded now an,, again in cofte<:«>mjj .tub nut
tram wre^W'8 vUUjpi m tUtv kills, In Gow^lpat'a ilia (wer-t^j^nng: w’i-isof j-ht.
Oaro'i ted m. ©morumeut i > discover the irritant muse ! and m  tlfo task lit 
bmrdeiw now fell bn the Government Police, it was determined *u*r o^> .»  enyv.^do 

y-’V . exclude the Bengali mauwlars and - their rapacious amfeb entirely twin the hi» *. *«'®b 
■ .Mm '»rtcb. oompeiifetfem os might prevent their suffering by toe was 9* ^ 0 ^  l^ {  .

<t„ v «, toyed, however illegally- acquired. Begutafeoh X ot 184- wm.fMSed to t » ;
wrung.,moots the force of law, and it was distinctly the intention of Government 

tiu ttiw o  that.M ahoiiW apply to tho whole of the Garo Hills. a fact, Gam v, lages.on 
■i' - ’ ' tUc Myiuendiw r»de were -< .nally #M *d by the (lowalpara authorities imuer Slat iw w -  

1  i , n„ v L  pfo-Mi of which we know little, till a ferae «* bVody. m  ,ri bJ  
on citepbitVof Mvraensiiig led the Bengal Government in MfiO to enquire into -no fa ta  

‘ till L l«  on that side, and it was round that tfo villages were m a ferment Mcanse the i
Shoosung swan!-..for had been steadily puahmg further and further into ,heir '« » « «  
hon^-t* v 'iv irmod barknuduas ar-l ctotthg tlie front, >r market* entm ly to vho * "ho 

■ J ; Z l  coofumaokwa. TweWe scrums bids in. the i once of four jnmw ^  W  
i  ■ -. ' " matters were name to a * A. ccst.ly eprpBditwia was sent ; -
■  ! m |  .w ew ^tofo  of the last- monrsioo. 'and the inquiries then mule clearly esta,dished me feet
1  - |h» the oppression ■' th, S io.m ii , B ash 'd  arnleh im  the cause of a, -ilia trouble h

f m  iVfoSbee. derided hv , ne Be-venue an! huiftk* that Porguntiah .Nho^-og te.rmioafed 
, , ,tv . v' -,,,.. a  (he Gam flihs—as the rioords of 1W now  show that it indubitably iid. th  i 
I?-,, au wa* f o w n r ,  sniiw in the Civil Court toestaWish ’ a  noht to include >" '< <>v''r  

H  . - ;. territorv in '.lie hills. Of this suit Government knew nothing till it r.mie
V X ‘* ] ■ t i ,. TTiptt (fouirt, •«'»! !) it. was too tab, to otter further e«denc< than had tocaily been
r ,  {( w .,i fjid the Jlajiii'v-us able to l>rom easily enough tbnt *ome -uro villages had

nev, ind arain paid li’to tribute, and that the local otheerstod now av.l agwm a«i.i,ittei. . •
■X'1’ ihh  1/wal office** m Bengal knowffitae of the previous history of tneir distowi m,d

Hiti. iroubfo »' ir • ioveraine.it auiss. With the val of »h,- Sccrelar, o -Swto U 
^ • e S  to put Regulation \  of I82i in h-r-a . r- ,d to«elude t.U-> Rajah tmm infer. 
u re p in :,be hills ;vh tho only la.-uit of preserving a ym *  froiu't * i-hn ^

: ' ' if i/Ii Court-, or the very imperfect f.̂ »o pwo before »• f'»r uovenimoni,
, tu n  .IP sviirti.n of the Regulfekm Wan not vvirie enough to cover these arangomenfo. K

, that, the Rajah had shown that ho had «ww righto beyond the En© laid down
cum y as the north homulary of his estate, hut it left huh still to show wuat the exte w <d 

i ' ,»« thfss'riclifo afltnaiir wap. In '1866 the Government .had inaugurated to the Garo.JGlI
'that tvilicy of rlifof# maaiageniont by • selected • .edkecs, which will, vve-beiwi, »® **•.’? 
ve it loclai'u kU tho wild triho.- on our north-east irontier, and the <|u«f-i,ioi, »v,n«h ,t M l 

l ^ to licoitle was, whether it should permit the civii-sation of a. whole i‘<v,pl« t o , i n i l i . t -
¥■,’"• .ifoiv hindcwl by the pi,•!»&,<? maohinations of a. Rfcn,,«i, rcnondinwhso u know >*js * ’

k to bo unsound. The High Court itseli diod. a ^ W d s  fa
1'H-utiuj Dwan* prosiod upon Goveruinont the fact that their tribunal, Emma a., ,t m i to 

^  '."■ 'X  ,V, „!(. on -.Liii proof, was not a propor forum when coustderrt,oris of frontier poliej,
a’ -ud the setHemeut of barbarous tracts, atone to be dealt with. TOTderow^or regard tor
f ,  *  the social virtues of the 86 unsung R»jaU, <W» we beheve he is not '1  Z T o f ' '
i I I  have been o. crime. Act XXII of J 869, thewjfow, bv re-eaectuig ReguW-ioi. X of 1*«

lu few ambiguous terns, enablad the LfoutwaatJ-owrntW of 'D ro»l <r• « * c ■
' Ito. ahfodtfolideuts front the hills, end to place tho direct .management ol iho G«w*.m h© ,

f 'tuds of il,e Hwouty Cotuinissioaer. Roll contpensetion will -udder tho Act be given to 
®  •' ' :KMV»-ntii for KVMyrifebt ho can show that :-v>ci<?rcisod'! tor ivi tue prohte fee ttui proyo
5» . oniowd V h it  the rosidt. of Gova'nimcbt pdioy in dad mg with tuft fii-ros low
P  W .  uv m v  U-ablo at sonic future day to show. B ut
4 '  it ,i«m thbthigm r omU..lonti»n • t t a a  a potekWt to H w ow kd.m  3-av-l
E . suit led tlm Government to tho pawmg of tife Qtm Mills A>.t ^ . l*W ,. < : - :
W m f 'l  * *■ «

t i ' , , *  , ■ v1S.f v  ,

„> /■•:•. ' r, s.'rE&'sMifHto1
SiSfit.F?! v:.. V '. . " ■• ,r:T o - i
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witk the rifib,' ami & waartness_df wind end limb that enabled hvnlo b /r t +1;« villa,g-<i loadem 
in s. nwt uphill, ware a better introduction for itiim than ‘©too his armed police. Com- 
m unity ifter oomsoimity In*.ve come in to tender th e ir . allerutnee, and when last the 
Cowntu'tanpr edited the (nils, there met him./from one circle alone sere®teen Chiefs, 
fottrwu > f wi cn  hr J w ur 1 id tnhut* to man. And all thaw .nv blood!* victories'

’ ■j i y  ,1  -, n j - t  j i f  . , .  "( j i j f c r t  /% (■
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aioetimcnte. The best men H I their story m the quiete , w»» , T,r ■' ««thoM«sm
'is miWVM f«-r their evwy-day work, r.nd the difli of vonn.jj •■ nf.' comes • 'J
(northern -viiii tilt assumption of their pen. Sued men >**» , , t te  . /
a, tiinutcnaut-' ovumatfr ,.r Sebwtary. A card with a well feuovn natft® is brought
tint there enters a Ay-look' weather-beaten young man, who ««* onroely U  or m«M • ,,
. ivii Hie foot: of his lest (!.: H it: bow ho seined With Jim own hand a.niurdermg < foot 

ihoiwr.tr of h i  ast.-.iishod e ta ,  or stortood sown well-nigh .u ipgiialde stockade 
diet! with hx-.-rff. and <--x.niexi braves. The North-E-aw. Frontier has known r.. •>.>
uon but their story will never permit* he. foilv fold. _ The e.yoa of India .urn on y ''.KAhI
vostivard, and the pettiest skirmish on the Black Mountain is more to th" ^OTynmwi^,
ml mt. -e to the public, than the obscure victories, now-a-days mo-a y ..loodless, which
invo added whok districts to our empire, and are securing for ue a quiet, frontier on ae
East.

G tacing more particularly at the Qmu Hills Administration Report for the paA V ^ ’i'h
- vr, wiaoh lies oeforo us, ve dud that twenty-mree ooiamunn.K-s eavo >u that < me 
ubsiUtod to our rule There are now only wine fifty milage* m she whole o f ^ h . n s  
rhich clains. to be independent,and. even these are practically under our n.#uonoe -n. 
outrol; most of the Chiefs have submitted voluntarily. n i  lew
**« insisted dptm as a punidmi-mt for outrage, ha’ thanks t.» the nnu heexm,. pun a,
.■liniraMo taut of l ieutenant VFitiiamson not a sugio allot was fired, though ooea ’̂ ial . !

■ wliisiou seemed all but eertMU. The main duty of the Deputy Oimudws oner sawp Int . - AHi
ettl 'merit in the hills, ha. U *n that of a peaoe-uuiker Co an end to the mk - , .
ulnahle Wool feuds of tin Game ho* been the oh] a t he has kept steadily ui i w  »  *

ratlv impossible io any »  to toll how far bad-a quarrel mas, or with whom 4s ,
'he blame. So the mode of rswjMuuliation adopt- 1 foaihfs. A strong pa >* J , 
o the neighbourhood of the vittagee wmoernm. Ih e  chief men are summon d  a  id 
affirmed IL t  the British Government has determined tn.it there shall he no ■&*/} $

Am; that ell its subjects shall live in peace wit" one another Tin- o 'iU  ‘ - *,«
i-oplues of p*« vat-dens are brought forth, and va presence o both parties publu.i. n  ..
1  mIoiuti oath of friendship is ihen sworn, the saootiou ot w. iich is . jo ivanim,. t in  h-
lllM te U> * firrt violates the truoe sluS be summarily punished by he
Sf. ii"-if then) engageneuis havo vet been departed from. The sj-sioitt t» muol* in 'oft*---
<§ tio.es of bribing the headmen of such communities iqto good b e ia w u t -< bem.V .
AivKioued. A uorcetitegC upon the tribute collected is given to i ; •• (.hicl se ••• < d b* ’ •
f- '.**1*t v Oonnuissioiior for tlie charge of a circle or s village hut mould presents and an
nidisorirmnaU- dietribbtum of rewanhi are now becoming thoige ot the past.

f  I t  mav be interesting to give the history of oiie Garq food, ftr-dly settled during the 
;.x vear that som- idea inav be formed of the vitality pf sucb 'Wfceri and toe <Atr»- 

irdimtry ' ramifictnous they lake. U-ngsur.,- the heed '.man of Hibifgin, tasl eyes of 
uihrtful love .a » married woman m ins viUage, bookri h.. name Hike Oaviu,
.uamoured of Battnoieba. ho d. lefniiried to  get rid of tue n,e....vm,-ent bi-i-'and. a
vktion of his own. bv putting him ill the fore front of the vepr ms.t h»ttl< but hg |
n-ni further, for he made a soeret arrangement with the enemv, the men nt Manuaiangm,
lint i he- slawld come up spends as though to »Uack his vnlaap of it.b..gir', and th.;r--
lay ltirigrru% his lemans spouse. Tlic plot was oamed out, Kingian* di>-d TO
ifrav m l  lAngsane with a readiness to forgive u-..;uncs which w ar, . those not m th«
e-re*' made peace with MandalauRiri and took Sookn to his house, the avenger ,f
y.iiid was however tint l:,r distant. At Boldakgm was a  boy cal,«l Drugrang re sovi to
iith liougsaag iind the dead fiingraug. who grew up m the W i»f -.hat-on m ft ley tht
utv Ot: repaying to Jdandalaugiri the slaughter ot his relative. Arrived »♦• '>*»«»
»Uto he slow a native of that pbee and s».M-opened the lend BMeu hi «  ■ ■ 
f the tii'st rai l he i lutmed another, atvt m thus lie wa» irnned It bagin mn.
.-engsiuig himsdf, who ’hu* craftily sough! to vindicate his own imiwenee 0. 
imw*nfc'» murder. Jtfandalaagiri hp.wevei' beat .tjtem off. then Wngicug and 
ea'saang .inarrclted. and by troiwhery the ynung in*, su rp m , the. older nmiier and , . ^  j

* Holered him and seven of h ri. family. In  this s .u r  ot.e-h.d ni h ibu -.n  .r-i ■ 
ringraug. iiijmlahmgiri aow (*»* up sad stormed that p a r | of Kibupri who h ,1.0

to murder their old scent ally, Let.gst-ug putting to •■••a.-h all cmdd . ,
ajiure in the place. At tins point the lVp«;-v h W is a io m r  .-tepeed m. m .
©  hi, sooompli'.-'s were seized and transported. The viUag.- opjwsomed were all hewUy 
iced The skulls of the murdered were produced and burnt, a lasting n-’ace .'ivom, 
o ', euliivutten.vnts resum'd "6 though feuds hud never been.
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es.pedit! ,? iutdbeeu sent against t h e . Na.eas, with no ..mow. tanptiUo . w
/,  ■ of many 1 he Uestruotiron of ■ much grain, the loss of many liVfr*, v id  tlvi .
/  /  oonBruiod hostllity of iho whole bribe. Baffiftd.a.?; length %  the inveterate savagery >1

the i>eople a -.1 the diflteuUies of their hi Us, tte1 Government fell back on a }>oii6y n i 
• ^fcsGitite n^n-interterenee and defence: and even iho Imperial IWJhowtte cmplw-tk'illy:

t  • pronounced the i - i  worth the caauie. Wi- hud tiothin:'' .to gain, he sakV b,v
urne tiuga  wild eple and their barren hills. So wy relocated thorn to n hind.of potiu  d • 
“ Coventry" la  the .yea* 1851, our troops withdrew, and the Jtaysis whevdti tfe ir ieolint;#. ,

' ' .. on iiie occasion itprami series of two and tweot;. mUix, of « hie!l tv- i rudeotiy took.
, .1 c') notice. For fifteei: years we left them to themselves i\m3 to' the tender mereie. oi

deck':; ■, ■' e ■ , ^
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&&̂ M* -tw ,'Stoj'' i-omsm
tAtMfco kibe* whif<r hat.n,at w •mJou!»io.u-v Jpfmaje. w'e-have

aoVi ’■■ (arii to a part of oar frontier whero these propfaips pro-out ••hrsatscives lor 
■■ot"5i.ou ui n uompusii' shape. 'We find 'urselv «t in ilhiftagong h«iuiuc. in eastward 
by a cr- .it. mountain ;<y*t»m v ■’.! ; ri.ich  <jv -II warlih tribe* of wh >«e history, want.-.
■ii J lo-a.1 poxitioo. wo know- vs lit»!•: us -m< <(<, of the Ahois .vtd MLAitfe©* . white niTth- 
ward between v- . -id the wtied 1> trict of Cache r intonenvs a *r.« l of (till toad hit'umto 
unexplored, the ioh.ifif.mi - of wife ii, the Lushais, hara y us north and! soot h as. the 
Or w. wow wont h itaru's Oow.Kpnru. and Myrnorising. Theoretically ■■ -ron • ! w «  
that our course trf action w».< dear before a*. tVe have, on© would think.. >>u!y'l:. 
pi t«vt. the plains casta,,rd l y j chain of police post?, and to occupy the Lu*b;.i •v.-tui-ry 
u - «■<.. oCtwiphal Ti'ri nod 8 - iioogc«itiup. to fteot t,be seme good r. oh *. tvbat s’.ionl 1 
he done as retards the Lusha is tvs may on some future day dis-uss. Meantime l«i ns 

'-j' • osaniiue the pivitiioTi of the (it .uniment m 'ho hill- lying east*mid south of the Eogufa-' 
t . DiMuH oft o tagoBg Tit© erst ftwt which complicates our (■''■Mem here 'is that 
wo hive not 1 >• able, ns on the north side of Assam, to confine our itdnum*’ ration t the
plates. Tn>.-» •« tec*. powi ssiun of CUttoguntr. we found two Alugh ©lijefiwiut bsteb- 
lishoii hr bhu hills, paying i tribute in cotton to the authorities at Islamabad. Ph© had 
Cht.lined a sort of rude sotein .gnty over the wandering t ribes who“ jinmed1’ .ihing die 

f;ff  1 1 course of the mom tail' stroauna, ana who were mwjito under this various title® of Ivootneos
Koofi'c-. jjruags. Ac. tu t?f® we converted the t.-ottoh tribute 1 lUb a money payaunn. 
which oddly 'enough. is to idti# thty kiio-yu as the “ Kapas” meha). w* tax, tlio bt so of this 
tax briry i cap ii at. hm foe levied annually by the Chiefs on tad couple of jocn, so tin .:

.,. . them feahv. It. was Ih duty of tic Chiefs as well to rtpr -my bn. l as i.eiwleueioa
among tln-ir own subject* as to ward 'off the all acts of the l«g settled taei* Iking in the 

i- upper hi lb towards Jlnrrna and A mean. The whole country south t»f the KnronfifbTte
Hirer was aominal'.y the kingdom of tile I’Uroo [amity : and te the bead dt this family i« 

i,. Ist7 1ae (irvenunent granted a considerable remission of tew:'to on his n tch»rtak<ng to
' ‘ %- defend the plains end his proper hills fro the Shilith■> a id ot'i,- powerful "tribes rim

tvm ever that pressing upon Hntiel territory. North of the, j&urnafoolta jurisdiotwrir, • : 
were more divided and separate adtlewmirtss mwe mini reus, Hence our enrlrsl stop*
■in direct administration of the IF111 Trao-.s mw eoutinod to the oc-tb.-pf that, river: It 
was cot till I860  that the Hill Tracts of rihittegong wefk,r«rmilly wqwraU'd front the 
ngi'litsn ust < t and placed unfit i a special Superintendent; and even then—although ,;/ 

if A tit XXH. of 1880 enabled Government to provide a com, system td' muusKOhacnt ••
the nuiiri object of the SujicrinfeiideMt’s appointment wiu- that he might, through the 
ugeucy of the Chief.-', prevent raids whiqh h;io of bite years become1 semwwhat numetou^.

■ Befm Ih trapei* .(wit t cut' .red on office there took place that moat • disastrons incursion 
of sftV ;<■ into the plains of I'ipperah known as the great Kook.in lumsion. "a-, mg 
Mrc'-: .lie north of tho. Chittagong Hull Tracts a horde of tvlld mountaweer* hurit. 
sudth aly upoji the unouspeo^ng Keugafci vifhipw of the prims, and burnt, plaiph.-red, ■ .’ 
slew, and carried cap!ive, retreating safely b their juoitlvs when 1 ho troon- “t length 
arrived, ft was the attempt, to j,u . Ai t o.vVuu-age lt.«t tirst opened on- ‘j t-  *

; clmimeter of the eouutry and the task thit Jay before us. M itli infinite lifficnkv an :
(ixpieditionary force 'penetrated to the village frisn which hhfl ww party had set. .ut 

, To .bum it eowo and viriiggio back agnin was all. they could;effect. The bills.'vrerP .
deadly in climate, •clothed witli. iiapenetmbte tluckets, utterly destitute of supplies, broken ■ 

ri.; ; ...',. "dp'by ravine* and countless water-courses ; the only paths veto torrent bode, along which.
a light-armed Koukte might perhaps safely travel, but whtrii to the sepoy wen as diMtady 
art tr; jul ■ on theii idtes. Such was the country :.we Lad now to-enter. TLo neam  
rsaages w are iidiitbited >y tribes- of peaoefnV joo»i*jaa, -.sir umhtabted subjects whom w® 
wo. • bound to protect. We took their revenue and they fairly- claimed our aid. The 
m tio-'s of our settled districts also demanded consitleraliori; , ud well nigh bopriety 

1;;,,. as with the .available means the task a,aj-earod, it nun . t. undertoken. A line of strong
' ppiiee posw was planted on the outer verge of tho joomoa tract from the Penny to the

!‘Cu;;!:afoi>lle, and the Sujopi.uleiKfent of HU1 Tracts look iki his station at Chuk.hjrglMia, 
a- i>‘issioi[.irv of oiviliicdion to the tribes he hud to guard, and pledged "to do hi- ntnfc-1 

■ <,» keep them safe from harm. How material prosperity and improvement have been
1,....,;.„" advancing within the protected tract the tuoaal returns ■ i the district show; but to

g f t i e r  who <i>i'mc that our ^uardme hip has beca farce, )t wi’l be a novel and Btartiihg, "
j'■■■-'■'". t- ' t-k^erience to be told that since the establishment of <mr posts there has not bent .reported

. :i!> single raid north of the Kornafis'lU:. Wc could not have ariticjpated this n pr ri.
There not a point of tho defended line , that is ooti permeable to v ' « .'.party ôf 

!' K.tvagcf'. i t  is erdy htely that oormecting jiaths 'u.t'v been oat from to post. The
r oruniuntie o vith the bead-quarters base is difficult arid long. Every principle of

•
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ww ' i t  could act effectively either towards Bhutan or towards Assam, and '-Mesa 
fbe urinds ot there who consider the sight of sos.rtet % have sotoo nwgwsl wjwstejr 
v, sflciiring qaiei Tin- second refitment might retain . ite heed-qwrtow and
,ning at Mpigori, .the <,flier wing h ei«  posted at Buss and support-?.! by a rtroiig g  V ' >^
tnni>• of pofioe ’Were Ibis done reJiwtions would also be 'possible m the u ruction •« mo .
brteUt) mid head-quarters staff at Shiutmg, n: ding now over Half a lakh per ,mmnn.
.Turnin'.! now to Bylhet and Cachin', we find that the only,toes to "» gnawlej; ,.f„ 
arts the Rookie tribes dvyeljibg bfttweeu Hill T’ppsrah am: Atetupur, who h» • .• 
been much hoard of lately ■ under the name‘'*1 Lusha is. lha rebellion < the Smteivs 
of'daintia in 1.HG2 indicated -another' possible source of danger*,to the north s • ba  
m  believe■ that it' is not likely'to recur, and that the force, be., « police or be 
it troops, in the Elms'. Hilfe wilt bo able to keep all needful order, idle people are, 
moreover, fast being civilized At present wo, lwve 1« _Gaiikstr a wing ofthe regi­
ment ivln.sie ho.(t-inarters is at Dae i. and a, police totco. in Cm :• r and Syilict inmlii »r,

men. costing Ks. 1,50.020. We vvenU not reduce*.the nteLury force bur would; u
..•tation In Sylhk mstoail of . Oiohur, md treat it pumy as a reserve Urn pohtse,
W uu:m! as' we Would have them in Assam, could hold the frontier and prevent at t ue
PS.iT,,' time those mills into Manipur by esiteii Itejpiit™, which are a wasted, source . i
• of rinwetv, to the TBstriet Officers.and.to tlm Resident ut Mansgnr. .But tl we are ever i;
to be secure from raids, the Lusha* tract interposed between'< aebar «i«J Lhittagonij
must tic special) v dealt with. WAlia® no better suggAijfdi* to niikc than those put
Ionian: last, w ar bv the Bengal Government and publicly discussed at the f a , A  m m
must he out through from Caiihnr to OhiUagorc-; such a read a? erewlutc mvib tied the
Ehasl Hills, A specially chosen-officer, with n strong guard, must go into the. country
there to dwell, and'ultimately'to rule, taking- the work of Gregory at 8aiu«e«<*edtmfi and
Williiimsott at Tun, as hi; model. The wonderful success being ee-hiaved l<y Mr. Bdpar
at this present iiibraent in the very, heart of these hOh, will w e  the way for such nu ?£
.•ul'vittee. Thu H:n stevinus Bookpils.V, that oW mat* of the mountem. has at last been
reached and turns out a very amicable busy after all. The time , is not ta,r dis.imt when. ,, ■ ." M s
t/uidiai raids will his things imlicai'd of. Huvrcmg southward Wo Anil Ourselves in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts. The ciroumstauce* of our position here we lately itewawed.
Only a strong body of annod police oau secure immunity front outrage in these utils.
Our pieiwbt force numbers 400 men, and cost,? lb*. 75,404. It must, be largely increased
SO as to enable it to pr "tet, the country south the Kurnafoolie from the bjiiudoos and
other such ’.marauding tribe’s. The ifowlungs t ml LyloOs must be kept in check by Lie
deputation, of » special officer with *X)'armed police to a» aiivanned post, where he can
confirm the feeble faith of Button Boca, our ally, pod .ultimately co-operate with the
Officer in rhirge of the Lushai Hills north of the watershed. Anytimjg that we ean my
or the defenoe of th« north-eust frontier within the limits of au artiole 'must of oewe-
sity be sketchy and incomplete, but if we have weeded iu drawing attention to the ..
i'aotst of the case, or in making.the conditions of our frontier policy more clear, our object
will hwe Wen folly attained.

Pioneer, fiit ith M n/ 1870.
If absolute independence and freedom from control is calculated to make prirases

happy, or entitles them to preominence among 
Hill Xlppewb. their peers, the Itajab of Hill Tipjvsraii is

surely the most fortunate and -foremost of 
Indian -princes Bnler of three thmisand square miles of territory, in which his 
-mH is ln-i for life or death, paying no tribute to any paramount power waging war or 
levying subsidies at h:s own free will, subject to the inquisition of no British oflioer, 
interviewed by no strangers, criticised by no press, this Chief stands alone ui mo proud 
independence of his State, Tel, (such are the anomalies of actual fact.) this Uni kingdom 
is but, a portion of art impertible Baj, the rest Of which is a permanently-settled zemin- 
dari iu a British district. The title to succeed is tried iu due course of lira m our Civil 
Court:. The Rajah on the plaint is assessed to income-tax and pays tor ohowktedara.
He mteives no salute. He is invited to no durbars. The events of late yews- have given 
rise t«o -much oltiie position* of H.iil Tippera-h. Hank ad on three gifhw by
settled districts it, is bordered on the east by that unknown, land of momitain. streim, 
and, jungle, froir which burst 'orlli the bands of Lushaisor Ivookies that irem time to 
t, mo ravage our tea gardens id C-, - er, or butchei our cotton-grow .-rs in the h it . of
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Chilis* mr For' the last jbxtv yer.-j a ruipii'iou has lurked in the l/remt of Ouvromont
that fuller taaowledgo of this feibt w W  PWQ til#  the Tippawh 'Rajah ' was to sohb 

• extent reswioaibls fus- ti e outrages so done, ‘ftesporisible, w  mean, to skis .way—that;
while in fete oases/the attacks' we,-ft probably eraiirttitli«a by his ovv.ii proper■ smbje'otu,
without h» nutecedor-t knowledge, in nearly all they ware brought on by his UKdoyoil • ,
dealing' with the £etv* tribes,-of the interior, who mere suiaMe to distinguish in reraiiirtkm 
».irtw«mbi* territories and there of the Brinish (jovarnHient, Further, there could w>»;» 
doubt, that mith; rby iiffr/rrlingtioftjrmation, nor by substantial aval stance, had the Rajah 

‘ 1 trtfjwv# rod himself fiMft the reap >rn'b>l» V so s.ttaoliing1 to him. 'So definite ease against
hilu dins, bovFiwfi at" any thin a been made out, for -tire very .simple reason tk«, wo have 
never lad an officer resilient in his territory who wuld r?>!ertain for ns the farts, r M one 
tiiiia iitikvi 1, in 1823, tint evidence became so strong that ho was warned/ by die Governor 
Ciwi'ami that, K'i.;:ih its ha, W»f and independent as he had been, if the ease were by further 
inquiry proved against him, be would be tried as a criminal in the Courts of 'Sylbet ̂  At 
jiutitl.er time, in 1814, a party of troops eftteBtd the hills anil captured' tit!'- leader in a 
rwwni raid, the Rajah and his follow:re looking quietly on While their internal: police m s  
thus iiao tged for them a,nd in their despite. :And yet the Government has rover to tins 
day token steps forihriogm./ this little State under proper Sdpervisionj, though" the Xdflsw*
invasion of JtWO, >vher ii.iWri Brtotoh village- were burnt sad well-nigh three H:..*dred
British subjects slain, or da poured, was'directly traced to uiis-govenimeut in Eiftl 'I'i-fipirralj, 
vvliir.il lift'd irritated, tiia 'subordinate'Oliiofs into rail mg-in the Sf'iddw for re,page. Our 
districts suffered to it, great extent by. mistake,.put' the evil was the hone less reel for ail. 
trial. Tlien a«ain the rai ls.:l»st yes’-, cm Sylivet, at any rate, wm, it is alun oeviaio. 
made bv the tushais, when lu pursuit of a Chief 'Btifcordinrte to the Tipper,th K.-i pici. 
w.ithwt.uin they had cause uf quarrel, and who had fled within our boundary it h 

• liigii time now tin I- in officer were >at toned iu II111 Tipi-trait to guide the Cons-a-! ■ of the
lt.njah, end see that no rash measures of his shall incense the inner tribes wit!: whom Air.
B ti-ar'lias just opened such pro i,icing i- ■ bint-ions, arid who •proles- thru t! was ne ver 
th, «i-.h to mute us their foes. A good opportunity for revising our tstations u. 
quarter Ire lust occurred. In lftfit' the present Rajah got po.wusbou of the .yufrfrc, ted 
j •« right to retain it was disputed by a near relative, who, accord tog to precedent, msutut-w.. 
a suit in our iSmrto *immt tire aoniindari, w buffi-W been pending all these y&irs. IhA;
•privy Council Ivw. 'however, now confirmed the reigning Rajah's title, and a tew month*/ 
since re  applied to (Joveromeiit for invest:: tire which had been withheld till 'he result of . 
tiio suit was known. Thfe investiture ta.tbi: only bdfen of fealty the Ifctjtih has hi-lno'tu 
yielded. It was only on tk) last occasion that a- mg*»r wiikfor. the flret time demanded by 
GovsraiBoto, though how it 1m  hem,' decided on the ««*V succession to.-demand the i’uU - 
niiziura»t of halt t? year’s revenue from the Hit territory. We regard this;as a, necessity 
step |ti ihb direction of a. full anil propor'contrpl, Be that a® ft may, the investiture was 
on the 8th of March, carried out by the Gwirajssiener of ptidAgoug; ,t the ptapJtto nr the 
Btute, with sufficient pomp and traditional ceremonies. The iiajah. relieved of »li anxiety 

' !.- • ns to his position, is tree to enter upon mc-isurts of reform if  only tho way.be shown mm
lie is notify any meats ill-disposed, and only requires to bp freed from the bontirol ol. his 
aiiihih, who "are opposed of course to a-ort hi tig likely to dhtiinisli their mlluenre. bet 
us then, botli for the sake of 'Hill Tippereli and for our mvn interests, assert c,tu paw- 
mount rights'and delegate an officer to that Stvtfi as we have (lotto long .since \i> Alaiippup,
Then we ban settle on a deliiiito basis the .questions as to the surrender of enmntoh and 
realisation of civil blaims which now perpUiv our Coiirt. Then wo can consider wtth 
Kuowcalge all the pulitictri boarings Of the mut-mtl relations of tho frontier tpbon; '.««» ; 
av ban oifectaally g-uararctee the pence and safety' of our subjects ia Syllie', and CiMd'-vr,
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On the Hih of August 1832 the Province of 0«c!irr was annexed by prockmnttou
to British India. Two years previously 

The Loshftis. irai»h'Govir.d'Ch,iDdra Wad periehed- by the
hand of an assassin. Crowning a miserable 

lifts by a miserable end. For set 'titeen years a, king in name, he had seen his country 
made fffir battle-(irdd wh.-reon three Maniphri brothers contended for supremacy He 
had seen its plains pcrc-lkd out among them, and been hiniMlf thrast torM»,.sshilp m the 
Northern Hills s. mental servant-had imocesnfnUy rs.ised the standard of rebelliya and had
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<.1>5dfr -  Sookpilsl,, B&moot-elm. Bo + Larigroo, and Imlpoe—came into flbehar and 
invited ws> to beeoAw vheir allies agnm.st tfc f te . In December Bookpilnl himself came • 
in and bad interviews with Colonel hi-stey; K, is denied, we belim-, nor that fins was 
Sockpihii ; lint it -jp towtain that a Chief whom ail the Kookies in Caehar reoo&nfe'd w: 
SteftpHal was for days, in the station. His retinue were armed with flint muskets of 
American put-tern with “ G, Altou'1 on the lofcks. We of course declined to war am t.Ue 
Foe. Rut friendly qweehes were.interchanged and Sookpilalpresented »****,•* “ in toiien 

■Of submission”. In j$55' he re-appears again. though not in person, asking our aid 
against nwghlKmrrng Chiefs who had attacked Itim, and grounding his rtTjuost on the fin A 
that ho was Four man1' amt lin'd [raid m  tribute. His request ■■wot? ".refused:.; and to* 
next appearance r»  hi .fantrarc 1863, when three villages on the' ohufitie* of Hylhet, were 
burnt by him, and tin' inhabitants■■cither slain or n u  J captives Instead of sending <i, 
force against them oil this .ones,? ion, the C/ichar authorities were oidoreft to negotiate n*id 
endeavour to Hind him and Ilia other Chiefs to respect our bounding' arid restore tW r 
mptives, Up to the done of 1805 this palavering «’ent on "without any miW smmI result, 
tii! in 1886, the Government, despairing, aswimbled the police to form aft ex podiUm 
into tho hills. These 'preparations led Sookpilal to renew negotinllofts, add he gssvo’ 
up lour (1) oapl .ves and proposed - to hi have well for the future ! The expedition1 
was abandoned.! This was in 181 if. And up do tir- point it seems to us that the fjnslisus 
have -by nit moans ■ hud the Worst, "of it. The Adumphre rhassaore, as the outrage of 
I'k® was nailed was unavenged. Wo returned good for evil, present* for smiting, fair 
words for foal teed*.

.Pioneer, the H i!  «7*#e 1870.
Out aamitive brought us down to the yea- 1887, and it will he well, before gain .

further, to “put ourselves \a the place” of 
More about the tushais. Sookpilal. or any other of the Lushai Chiefs, .

and try to realise bow «  astute and Mistlt.l 
savage would 'regard us after »1UIwi hod !»•*<>«(.• Would he-not think that « »  fierceness, 
of His attacks had .paralysed' our nerve; tint it is position wm so inrres.ibie m to .be 
secure from our troops ■ that we. ftosaded tli?s ’ chance of conflict with hip warriors amid . 
their native wood.,, and .either stele upon his Villages wbpi,garrisoned by oh! men Hid 
women, or- sent emhoeeins with presents to'court .hie favor rather than risk the dangers of At1, 
warlik' onn-prize ? Oiie thing at any rsifo i*. cerium. At. had given"-the Lnshais no 
real cause to dread out power. We had jeegoviated without any show of substantial
tp'j' .nh, Ni.ch te would impress a savage vain of the unnheHeil earoer.of victory his 

tribe had hitherto pursued. Whether our impressions of the nature of our frontier 
policy in this quarter no coitc t: or i, >, th e  it l.smt is the fact, that, after -u interrul !>/
. ouly.fhr. .ranting, leipM*, IHuIntshStis came clown with lire and sword op n our a t i led 
vilfaues of Sylliei and deiVloelese h-a pur-tens in Oichar. The Chief who deejmtciir.it the 
rrhon- again*!- Sylhefc was n mo other than Sookpiinh—Sookpilal, receiver of' tgfcbtwri.'*, 
restorer of captives, payer of tribute--submissive, ooneiliats.-d fh okpibvl! Three days 
after the attack on MonierkhuU tea garden, tlm '-'••.-puty ConiinisKiont-r of Caubar was in 
reoeipt of Government oid.br i directing him to follow up the nidets with such troops as 
werfii fd, I,;.ud, and inflict oondign punishment for these renewed outrages. Withift four 
days ft" on the arrival of that telegram troops were M rmfe for tbe.front'iof, awl a plan of 
oporutions hsul been settled and approved by the Bengal Government. Ohnrming energy. 
preluding surely some groat rostth l Three days later, however, the superior military 
aiitWitioo found that all this . was very irregular. It was hot ill' accordance with the 
precepts of the .Aide Mcmoire, or whatever the military: Hoyle is called, to send anything 
less Ilian a small army into an enemy’s unknown country. Artillery and iSeikhs- were- 
absolutely/required. Do the28f,hof January 186S),.the, ave/':-in;.; force, as fust proposed; 
lutudy and serviceibic, was oa the frontier ready to start It was not till the 22nd of 
February that the artillery arrived. Oa iheYsc of Mmvh lie  rain began Two eclitmus 
of liiiVaslon entered (ho T/tishai country. The first, under the Brigsdipr-Oenwal' of .the 
korti).Ifastern Iiontiflr, wos to follow the line of the H&Ueneuri Valley. Ttvo clays' 
war&h'from J uhiacherm brought them to Tukwn M<mkh, and here the rain caught rhem 
For fiv» days the force remained in'vamp at Puk» ■, welching the rivers rise. One Hie 
.dxi h they -advaueed five miles. Puled to get the elephants aud artillery a, rest » hill stnia-iu, 
nwurhed ’.wo miles to tho tsunp perched on the top of a muddy tila'h, and next clay ftiirly



their fast* for CVHar. This column at auy rate oould not have M niuch moral effect 
ih T iriiw The second column waa to operate oil tho Sonai V alley to two <-n  of

thei‘>«Luri. *nufi.a- mco.n,,,niod by M r. M m  fc K ^ T “b£ratfvri and the <>t it* pr^paredw  ̂luid rewnhod iAw LiWimj tltiUMettiw, i. owo . .\
T b r £ c m v  w e s ^  ,cr cole fu trout the villages of Vonp.bl. Chid t the rajtorn <*«£

\ , .1 ‘ icv inii r id iViondiy overture and <ieprcoat»i>x airv postil® attacuc.
c/nkmg sidm . V , j ,  * r  I .Vmoii'lratiun along u line of fnsndl.V «m utrv.

m ^  rX m lT  storm, and that mainly on mg to the m U M fe .*  
efforts of Mr Ed or, nblv seconded as He wu> by young and tmtorprarag off"»‘1V  ' 
f  “! w  rcsrovmitbilisies,' none of whom lu< Vdy was over the s1.md.ng of a Major, they

d S * W i n g ’
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ft I t e m  o K  dh! not, to say the least, succeed m roaohmg those. But there 
I , ,  dohum operating from Syihet, to whhh we have no1 yet mimical.
Tins wa not u.f-mtodto be a column of attack, nut was to creak ^diversion 
• ot i. iTmnav it ■nmahlvhas among Ihe Imshair, hut) lay di*raetmg the attMton of 

liif wAteni -rihp/ It was t(. push on and join the ttutteaBMtt oo)umn m t» nuU -ipaiel 
march ihnmgh SookpWr lV,t,v<. Trnstiogto t H c , ^ ^  S  ul l o u l  

tmoj* the little party from Sylbot went m dime gaily ^  ' ^ t l  • "“t ibpv honed to find theso with the xnmn body, till th > rwdtU ri uootur
ar.d fmnd thlmsotoes with ISO police odd 55 sepoye right.among the Euahm ’
TfeiMxin firm blazed m.i on every fail' shots came ■ t o w i n g ™ " l? "!vl,
around, the whole « otmtry was up. provisions were .-..tin K etfwurtteL 1 ! *
the llullesstiri force was to he >«*:.» l«twa»hy tin- time mi» '■ « '.;' • . JV11 .
unlit mu too had to torn away Mu! hairy bach to fc>4 and ‘ ^  '1  > t h e i s m  we lit ri neighbours would no doubt set this result at any ra to downto the r ow. 
positive rc-ratoi of our force. A« regards punishment fot
ca i i .es token. tuts f.tishai expedition was clearly a failure. It was the <lu 'dpd •P11" '‘‘ 
of (!:,;■ local officers, tt.il wo believe of the IJdngpl ttovernment, that no 
oould ho looked for on this 'frontier tor the future, tdleffwltvo mwsurcs l'^  ^  ^ 
to .-.nviuto the t o * *  that we are m  able to pt»tu* w* *« *«> ^  1 :
It was tiroT.o. î that, a oartlully ofgamzed, not too unwieldy, fun& ol \ onu .um 
tioovkl.'c should at <!;*■ a roper season 'enter the hills, net neotonr'ly to plunder ami to 
ravish, hut to dring the hitherto hostile Chiefs to raasoti and to
and m ot pledges, and, finally, to W*ve tho wajr for brmfnog»ll thrv-v tr.iH^dot thw 
dhwt oohtrol of v British officer, who, residing m their Budot u.d study tup t-1. rhabi.s, 
might lead then on to p-acefui paths such as it has been our policy to lutradu'je among 
W w » ,  K h X ,  and Givros ’The (Wrmueut of T, din, W v e r  w«,W » t  g  
an expedition. “ It was averse on principle to more b.slw ot |  K
reprisals for .Mtrago. or chastise offenders by following thcmt; into thou hi.k  Bi t t 
v.us wiaitig to try the plan of direct inate.ge.uen. by h M * \  officer.  ̂ post;
vera to bo c-cctei and .frontier villages armed tor defento. Wia ^  ®  
he managed. Iw love vhilo they Iwd not vet learnt the respect, iwtd tear w.uU. wheu 
foUowodliv forbearance, ai.me lead inch si.vaU to love, Tho Snpranto Govern-̂ nont wra 
PpreTttDtoJT arid the local offux^e. loyally tch into its viewn. A de|aitation lirom itu  
l lw t o .  dans had come into Cedar id renew tbc friondl;y mtemmrse beguu 
dread of our troops, itnd Mr. Edgar sooted Iho opportunity to ««■...go: that hrI 11
fcli 5 cold weather visit their neighbourhood His proposals were «w..-Boned to («■«'W'- 
trn-nt. Every art of cnnciHtiHon was employed by t a t ®  induce the w«rtW» _
receive him. “ Ho was warned by Oovcrnuient to hel his way ca£';wusty ««efuh.,
not to advance at any risk.- He Was giver, fulll discretion aru- the 
M'hat the resi/n. of his expedition has Hoea we hop- soon to show. 1 -u;^*' 
that he had a most difficult task before him. He h vd to conmhute wnhotit exutin,.. o  .- 
tempi. Ho had to dictate terms to tribes who had no reason to dread us. /  V '£t w»w,'> 
under the itptmims influonee of the lc.mvylcdgc that our attempts at WWW “f  J 11™  
failed . that the Government, would not support lus thre.iw, if such were eoh c tor -y 
nilurtantial show of force. He had to make, political brw*« out ot an uitait.. m a. 
ruumtity of material oltafT, tor he bad scarcely a full grown si raw to cling w>. tlow 
-uctoodsd »r failed we have yet to leant.

1 i ̂ Wl **'[ tit'i' ' ' *'' '
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' , l!|' ■,- - ' ' jffi '■; '• , ■ .,.'- /''/■ :....  V*'', ■ ’ V /” .0!.Y -'Jj ' •■
<»«tra,.i» vlup i‘>M vilfemi had coiHmUtfid. V » would have enquired as U> f.he .captives carried 
off from our . ii!ai? > ,;>vt would have * Iked a little bip in the hope of covering the
unwdsdaldo iiwt.vfcat we were cajoling, "hen wo ought to have.bceu dictetin^ terms So ■;
tremblt- we! t -fcb reebed savage. Sookpilft! readily agreed to the proposal to fix a. jmvrawtey'fig .. 
’South Cachor, w l  pwmfeed to plane a village on the line. Arnuigeiueut* were theu^pr ; 
judiciously suggested by Mr. Edgar, under which traders protected, by his pass shuts#, be 
elloivwt to go freely up'the Goutor and Dnllessuri on payment of fixed dues to tb« Clugls,
Tu this also Sookpilal agreed : and their, was ho- clad in gorgediss .raiment to cteliglit his 
barbaric fou! : i purple cnai broklered with green nud geld s loose drawers; of j'Xeeit, 
flowered in gold and sftwk-t • a hat of silk, mixed 1 green and wh ite ; a necklace of .Jr1’ ■' 
buttons «mi gold beads, and long glass •anings. finished off the smit. ..Placed then be. civ a 
lookins gittssf the Chief grew vain, sniferked, grinned and, finally fairly melted, flung iitnise.fi 
(fli.ilurri 'iliakurV.wef.ik and huggeft hint like an ecstatic bear, This ofosed the pntuver.
On the a.' vii of Manth the expedition started on hi:return journey to Sikhar,-and now 
how shall we Mini ftp; the results ?

I >'Y, praise cun be too high for the patience, perseverance, and biel disalaved ijjyMr. 
Edgar throughout these three months, {lifter from him. as wtytnav <m some amor poinffi, 
we desire emphatically to oimgratulate him on his witeryrisfi ns a Whole, ̂  The policy 
which''dictated it was not his. lint loyally be.accepted it and ably he or-..sight it to six • 
issues m wens 'possible. Were .the iiegomatitos with the Lnshais to end here, "-e sdiottKi . 
have no hope that the safety of onr frot' tier woe any the more scoured. But vve believe 
that, the Government intend tx> semi Kimihr expedite ,us into the hills every cold weathyr.
This orni is said to have (<-i some Its. 10,000: and we have no doubt, tie an nUual 
expenditure 61 say Its. lO.ooo witl prevent raids ns far a* tho Eusham are cwiocrnod. 
Govemmeat never was ■■<<> liberal before. But bow the lobes view !.••<• policy ma; be 
judged from th" fart before 51 r Edgar was well away, tip eastern tribes s,,nt. 
UMtaengem to M oduurto say that tho »M > had come iniu the.h;ih. a:td .dulv p;«d 
tribute the Laid Ch ris. Wo look with great suspicion Oil thefnct that o:ny two 
full-grown Chin's met onr officers during the whole rime tear this vr- uunut as an
Insolent assumption <>''superiority. If i u.vevor, Mr. Edgar can succeed m gotuiis too 
tribes to move within reach of our posts if he can develop a i rofltablc trade and e*tah- 
lifb popular;:fails dtt the frontier, wo may in time be aisle to take a more decided and 
•axae digailM attitude. • But meanwhile {herd W always the danger thrt'thm h».w«*w*"' 
htg hillmen' may imaging Uiat a .nimtttetfeg raid will elicit better terms, or Mr. .Mgar s 
successor may lie wanting'in the tact ;md caution neccwary to the situation, vi e are at. 
best trying an experiment; and. shall be only too glad1 if it succeed.

. , Observer, the lUh Mbrttari/
Be' ..eon the eastern districts of Bengal and the empire of Av» is interposed a great

mountain system, of which we know little 
Tie tietel*. more than, it is peopled by niw ryw  - "'?«

tribes of warlike hah its and predatory instincts, 
From the western face of this central range, the general run of which is north and soyth 
branch off almost) at right angles two minor ay a tom*, the one peparatiiij? the •vsiiio,).01 
Assam froro tho Districts of fcaehar, tSylhot, pif\ l̂ymcowiae, tho other sliuitmgoff CiiclJtif 
m i-  Sylhet from Chittagong-, , Noj^khali,; m d  the Bay 4; Bengal^ In tae^rst of those 
cross mnges, lito.-the various races of Nagas, the Sijrt$u;j.v., the ^ 0. the Garos, all
of whom, io days past, habitually raided on the low lands to their north m<\ south detymg- 
for many years the attempts of our frontier oliieeiv. Jo bring them- to order. Now, h®#4* 
pi?y,a wise policy of direct management by chosen oilicers, supported by a show of strengtli 
aderiUatato repress outrage, has brought- the beginnings;. of citilUayU and peace homo 
to 'these wild nud warring tribes 5 and the northern marches. of Oachar, oylhet and 
Mtii'Ciivung have been for some years tree from tlie incursions which, wore wont annually 
to disturb them, The attention of Government und of the public ( has of Me becu 
Chieiiy drawii to the southern range, tho eastern half of ̂  which i« shonrnn tlie-raaps a,s 
‘‘Lvj îai tribes, uiv- arveyed/’ tho western.portion cousUtutin  ̂Hill Tiuperan, that anoma­
lous Htt-k: tru«-t which became,, vve believe, a kingdom by inM^he. A S'.ries ot raids un» 
p».r:.dleIod for d. ring nnd atrocity has, within the last .ten yearw, been .nei êtrated on hnl isli 
lorritory, north, anil south, by tribes issuing from these hills 5, if the slaughter os 
its native subjects wus not enough to lead the Government to deal seriously with the iaek;.

■ * f ■
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for the past; and prevent, similar outrage tor the future. .. .

---------------  : i t ta  »  ' Burn pi > ‘ ' 1 &{* w * " ? " "  A
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and Chittagong, are goner4 fe ; ^ Q0Wn a. north -nd the tatter--ii v?;is iiU the
Chittagong Ln&aU . the former always fltti T m o* and Tij-
> *  9‘- iTO(i*od —conBniug Lmhais ore eon,
perale There is reason Jo ¥,|  r c t o h T ? h e  TTo«tU « k and Syloro t end although there

» < - . . .
i his du'vrter will now, we .trust, be ioterahly <-■* •

of-the -Mad* committed u? the tr ew Ih , -g,  ̂ Chief, ewept tmroer the
U  January 186ft, five lie wired. Lus.ms iZ g « ,  butchered IK
north of our. hill tad s, hurst mto %> ?’« “ <* * o avenged the slaughter
British subjects, andatoned captive i«..soul.. —• ■ — . a' ij,0(pv of military

SB css tw  oft r 'i“ i ’!“t  55* 3S»Ci®:'4M± 
s : :r r s a \ ^ ^ ^ ^

af S  nSd.f . H ^ S i :  ' . S
information from time to tuna of raids W»WH»|fat . 1 . ® j { Ws owt> potion.
Svloos Mr dire nol render moreiiftii* help■ « his advantage 
And rmt-iw.il' enough ho does him. Those
as the solo medium of communication between■ J™d $  ™"e w W te ftotadooe
Luahaif, ohiotir Howbwge, «  *•* *- T nX ^h™ e t L  »o}S i o T i s  sparse, and
have raided frequently on the south of our hill l } > J . jndeed i' oeofuaad
the poV.“  posts-feu awl fee between. The wj»h rf only i dhe
jumW of broken bills and »« m « o w r« i w d h , lwu„ v to natives
are the bods at toresnts. .the ..iruate is ' , ifW,d durinR' tt,0 co\<] season. Their
of the plains, and posts oav, only t ,.r‘‘li'. .. , V ( Maov attempts havr boon made
effect is at best rather moral than and 8yU« The greater number of;
to cultivate umoablo retapM with S a  tw in , the Supetia-
t,heir Chiefs swore not .loin: oaths c. h{!011 i,lsolvenb in nmnnw, and
tendont c£ the -Ilitls, hut i« f R j ‘ b„„n more open to couciiiatory

.-: irerjiiMiUy in active liOBtility, w3r.io t H  h W  1
overtures, .

Tumiog n „  »  ,1»  C.-4- W - ,  J P  “ ‘ S 5 .'*  6
m'/vr-pent M  - -divide*! ,appRteu1-l> mto two ■ . ■» . ri{-{\  ̂ In i$62 (to w*, u w
D u l t o ,  the other oppronohed by the the l)utes«r; made a
ah jpfeviotte ovitruges; Sixrkpih,* bhief _o. J  ;‘j 1.),; in iho , autĥ >as: comer.of Sylhct.
Kivugv? taid uplift M i  or? , ivv^iPl fSi  oBkt''*,i? in CwiMr to asoettau»
Kor four years (iesnlior.y attempts ytsm wjt,}i him. lt-vrw thought
'Snokpihil’s precise |,vositwn, w-J that he would on demand b
p«dbte that he had not intended,to attack b n l ^  t e n d o - y ^  failing,
surrender the captive, and give pledge, ot (f  poaotrat-
police were in 1866.got together for a SStry its ’haUnmm t. 1 he
ing to an uncertain .gaol through, an .n ■<■ ■-,„ , The nolh-v of 1860 was

f A r r f ' A i .  ' "  . l " f .  : : s , „ £ A
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<Vkar taidere wore wepewed to !>•' of the Setroi iribi*. but won- pnMWj- ■ ••»••“• in com- > 
cert. with StiOkpilttl, Wfr pvjiiish the:*.; outrages, agreai iniliffiry expedition whs .tehee. .»» 
hand, Three ooliittms wore to e*4«r fJMi country, one by this Bony. Valley,.' one by;,
the Duhnssiir, « d  the third Irwrii 3 HUetthrough the Shpperah Hills. .The Sylbat Atts&fc 

dwindled t* a pahoo lywiaioisance. r$Sw partj miiirhod thriv; ,b-tic# bilk U  
it got close i.y S«<>kpilivi' :i village.*, and there finding itwlf n hot *)i .now, filed »WM,. iWtd 

■ unsupported, it very wlnlr onw** w*y again, rapidly ThoUulte.su- «»lniou was the 
main 'attack, anil'to uphold. its ■dignity apd hiwure. suootM. it wffited for gtms and 
hWglunt* and: grenadiers’ until iha rains were just about to,begin. It .thon'mareiied a. 
few miles into tho hills, p  -Every out, and daub U«k again, re infeciti. The 8»aai fiarfy 
wasrnore porto- rim1, cud somewhat more sutioossfu). It got up to -nnc bn-hai vifluret, 
tint net being .hermia who ware the guilty parties, it frightened the rmigHwurbcwtj. geua- 
rnily b» firing a low rounds 'i§- the air, 'uweptod conciliatory chickens • from tlie Ohwfs 
around, and returned covered with, glory and mud to Cachar. Up (<* this point ag-on the 
rotates seem to be that the Lusluhtoiiiy have been a lithe swred, but had not yet bevn 
hart, or punished for their repeated nrisdreds. . We must remember that they kno w but 
very little of us or ; -f <wtr power ; that like nit ignore nt savages they have _ great ■ ideas c>f 
ibiir own presvess, and the majoruydf. them have good reason to believe is .iter" itwx&t. 
ssibHity of their present sites. In view of this .state of t hinys. the. local officers . and th«
!oea! t>ovemiuei:t urged strongly upon the l.-'cvehtioeiS of India the .-propriety oil 
eroding1 into the eountn a carefully organ taut expedition at the very fciB!wdieei;aftpt ci 
the aert iKiH 'weather, not wicowdtrily to burn smd slay , tint to 'oonviMoethe tribes of our 
power to punish, and Ip open, up communications .wit® CWffegtinjr, It was also tag*, 
gwfcut that potnianent security nrniM not bo looked tor until wo had fronted the Jui.-dui 
tract #» the Oaro Hills and K-hasi Hills had Wen treated, by placing an 'English officer 
with a strong guard in tbfi midst of it, and doing away entirely with the anomaly oC aftow- 
»u. Uoe*;'«• and ravage strip of highlands to intervene . > tween two British ui,iriots. The 
Spyrome Government would Dot, however, hear of an expedition. It dcc-tori'd itself, nc- 
t'oofing to tho Administration ttepori, “ averse, fin principle, to wove bodies of troops 
and arrood p..lioe, ovtsn in Kmitod numh6r8,in order to effect reprisal for out rages on -any . 
part of our extended frontier1’. Another policy was now to be tried. The Lusluts wore 
to i.o; taken in -hand by a special officer, bur aid: ihfluehpfe was to lie based on conciliation 
and not on respect. He was to lead by hive, not govern by niutary fear. Mow in savage 
ocunlr.es onticiJbiuou k too oftnc only the T.atin equivalent for rum and rupees. In th 
own of the Lu*h.n. webelisw, it exentuali., iuvolud viffoot greoa pyjamas. It meant', 
in so d  wiieniiig witfire we cannwb compol.

ffbere fe mi,-U to be Kiid ;.,r the x.ew of tho o»«o iwkwi by Ijord Alajo’s advisors.
Tha difficult nature of tho Country. Uv i< icorUim y of oar hour,' able to inflict nrleiptafr 

‘: . vefritmMti to produefl any l»stiofi' offest, were strong reasons' for dkobnntem>:u.'ins; an
eapoditinu. But if tho Loshais were bojoud tho ivrh of pun's) merit, they «■ t> also 
licyoud, the ,;*lo of negociwtion. Tlw Odvormat nt, 'however, thongut ottjeriyiso, Mr. 
JSdgar, tlie Deputy ( '>.miwiiss®M»or of Cachar. to wh >m some of tho bohai Obiei's IiaJ, xrfeon 
iVsncg a« . expedition, sent messox)gers, ’ym  directed to visit The hills with a guard, and 
eoloavour u> esW.i!;»b amicable relations with the tribes. What the remits of Mr. 
Edgar’s mission really were, and how the geographies) information mgiired bv Iris 
rrmpranou Major Macdonald, has improved etir posttum and i btlitx .to punish :..r the 
renewed eufrogr-s of the present year, we most enquire hereafter. It is, however, only 
too appftient that such overtures, ocniung after such siurkod failures to coerce, were open 
to the moot fatal misconstruction.

Observer, the A February 1871. ’
In .a, former article we brought the history of wuar leeliugs wiih the (Jaclnr Du.shs.is

_. . ................. ' down to.tiu1 poitjfc wtera, affoi having failed
rhv ! nwhaio conoihaiei tw punish for outregp ilonc, thn Oovemmoiit

ifetorrained to adopta policy of eobditiaticn pure and simple. W* btfye iaid piairdy 
enough that this mode of treating a sav-ige and hiwtife tpeppjh was a policy wiiliout "a 
hsftk b on e--lim b  and nerveless phatrlom not to \y- '.emit \i;v«m s t all Let us now 
very briefly see what it-was that Mr. Edgar reallV aehir-vod by that conciliatory jpaorry,

. the (he,sals of w.’iibli were hdd rather owdtingty before, the -fublic some nkebaioef h» »ge.'
Accompanied by Major Macdpuaid;of the Survey, protected by a .well-itnnpd guanl, and 

' fotlovve.l by a erowd of coolies hearing, food for • the tnvyolisfs and fripperies’ for the 
ref.Tv f, i V y j* “ s ,f " 1*

'vfr;v ;



W V r, Mr Edgar started from SifcifflE on the W *  of Lum ber I8f«> 
t «’h . W-.ih' -.a the »nwi bv the .*«! ot January following. Bis guxika ware
» r» c ^ 'or tmmmaMix* J  CWnfe iltofo* iw*r **«*>. «®»-0* whom, we4 wrfy
£ 7 * .  the ) .W y  OommMouer aside,' *»“  W l* * * * - wcrmng* W * ' *
"  l" ,‘  > M i J  in K onkin guttw rals " ItelLnsj ts the  K hotel *

tbeiramwd at the t t l k  b £ # | » “# »

, to " "V
u K a « « * ? s

*« M * * f f M S  k  W &  COa tm m t  sort linked Htohddbem.
to ' ^ S l ^ S i f f ^ D d i f c t t t  ••juMT.i»»«l potentate* uttomted to ask what ?m 

^ h & « S § & t t  iu i to « r t i «  wind tVy « .fa  ^  to ^  , '^ U

mvu< «nW- rwiriidLcs fit armed waitiors - threafceim, at w* ?- a isw im  w  u^«t-

%np. ';«&h r ^ f T J ^ ^ u  “ o f f S » f ' ml S f i T u f t  
wtnif'^ve the can"'Uii d u d iw , to return kgSi# tlie nast,,. ai'mrad by the. l'aw:maiivm 

,**','• u Viiieh all1tlto r.rofit was on their side, and all the loss ou our#. I; tg dinners 
t  t t a i X i  oaalTwmcWform-1, servicedone and >«U point

’ \ u S r n M m  m  < A m m  above all eighty anti r a pol.ro u a
,. ,„ r(, l ,  oi‘>igI)t Mr. Edgar sately through Ihb hrsSpart of hw adveu ure .<*tunikto 

bad succeeded l  bribing roiM m u ^ i o  shovv roads o •;
«„• Uilh hitherto. unknown, and Hsabhehm-. acquired nn ;iuf f e 'd w k d d  S a v  ^  
robuiw of W « savages which U  miM  never have agreed in to’ ai.»liuy ■> . y u . U

of n«we iufftfito.sey that no more than tbrn was ft' o-mpo’ i. • On the 
raI;f n,i- main point to which, Mr. Idger directed Ins amumimte was to imb»* t w  

clans which should protest* t&Stflselves friendly.to toove
,.}.)S.. i,,,; he .-,ut-h at our cult) vated tracts avid gardens, there to bo supplied by * • *-
arms a n d W * d p f f e  barrier against the in read* of wilder tribes from the #* h  

S *jyaL  ,l0t tola- rvia-'-U that nit this ccublbe brought Wjtol’t a •onp. But i^ond .
of »,tn «» W1 to see ant ariiwttons hue-- even a

i,'iomi-:',Jr Ir-f'Um'nk of iiegetktton had iu fact beon made. All a&v'^u actiuiunted -» •»• 
onr ! ^ w i  fron‘,ier^bwh mtwli impertwwb to, f lu e n t  pe«Otfai M mM  with the 

i.selves and to  the receipt of IrientUy Snv - * toaa to Lha v liges o, ine ante 
^  tl . L o t t o  toWid* Mr. R-ltpvr m he hght of ,p * M
S ^ S k t ’nboutt inoliiMf fo doubt i f v k ; H ,  was at. all wotceme, ? >« «a 
r.-aoW minviM riil and tfuttporary benefits it bmicrhc with i t ; and we are miff U t l  am 
sanguine that ffc proposals nj^te by him were ever ”
CeJaialy they have since taken no. steps whatever'to Mill then part <>X the W^wn.

nw+mxQfb./ Fflhmarv Mr* M^ar’s part V loft Lu^hai ftojsair to tvoss t*hc cun,i’'
licm ii Vhar lntotUoBulloasiK VaUey,in the hope of coming. to ter '<s waa

Sook pi> il, bell- -d by us at tin t tune to be tin- >eo6t  powmo l o .  Hw,tuai ^  “ «• 
vrv. at any m , the one who had doc - us meet damage. Ou the 2udi ot̂  J - tr. - ■ J ti o
expedition m & A  Bepwi Bn»,r, alter being dehiinod'for 4?̂  Sooknii" ' to^ttrnd n 
to o .riTH'Ss of rauDlite Messengers were at on<» Sent off to i w lo BopKpiM to au “ 1 «  
( ^ 7 i r  a U X m ou th , lion ever, he to-pt Mr. |Sdgw warteng, but on the a I t  el 
Lard, tins ai l man ot tho Ml* djd actually «jjd. m.ud to apjwsr. 1J gtn^ “ ^
of oiitiottce selling held of him at -all. Boubttes?, h»i he not, tour 1 iuU accounts «  no 
wry I ‘.Lblland munificent eonduetof the ^  towu-ds the ^  . . ^  *1 S  
wv«r W c o m e  11 however (he may havo thought), mu^net aeto o. U U,.ae«, ow 
would he, a Chief, be onk-ttaioed ? But agaic we note that bo !¥. ’’f i  f  'toumoy 
to his village or near it. sM  that our officers were never in fact within some Oa>

a .  S'MiWtons begn v ns usual, with^imototing beveragos In ™
end .warm, tickled the cbieftaie’s palate, a«d wiinned his •
jo!dtcar iHeb proposed tliftt a. boundary sh jnld be kit. dom^ > , * , wkirli should
bv us and Uiotn On this hue SookpiW w»« to p h # « k «  !;
■iiahu-‘.*'iltesa£etv of tho frontier, h r r a « g « #  were tm  oer made by «  «*e

should'«»jo »■ a monopoly oi Uio trade with 0 0 m  by the UnoW.y h r y m  b*ed ta .t's yd all





Howlongs RTifl other tribes in &e north whom, they tout raiding parties towards Arnicas* 
or into the. firongoo Valley. Our present-outposts are situated in the broken country well 
to t'ti s westward, of this line. They are uneiess save as u moral demonstration, iiiul they 
protest' only the ground On which they stand ; swmethnw, iwieetl, not t ven that. They 
Blight oconsioualty be table to tend*  detachment to cut off the retreat of » raiding party, 
but ordinarily the Lasbais passing up the bed of come secluded strewn, or stealing through 
the forest by'elephant trucks, penetrate where, .they will, and. ;r»t»ge a* they choose, 
know' log well that their presence near tbo .rooms will not be di,-'covered until they lave 
disappeared with their eaptiv ■« end their ghastly spoil of head.*. So perfectly is this fact 
reryisnised that, during the raiding season the cultivators tm io  nightly from their villages 
into'the. junge round about, where, surrounded by their families and it on-able prop* l-y, 
they sleep ma tain-haunted slumbers;, thankful if at morning they find their huto Intarh 
It is now, we believe, being admitted that no system of fixed police posts can protect 
efficiently a country of this kiud. The other alt rwmtive is a system if strong patrols,

.... and ii these ate to.be of any mod, they mn4 have a-cteariy defined awl fairly open hue
I'lJ.'1 along which to patrol. Such a line .is afforded ns bv the Seyehitti range. Along the 

summit of Hits a,path must be cleared, and at reasonable distances stockades must be erect­
ed between which armed parties of police shall constantly pass to awl fro. No Kookio 
foray could cross this line without its traces being discovered within a fe.r hours of *U 
passage.. We may feel pretty sure that no Kookia Chief would ever venture to cross it, 
if the police are reasonably strong and moderately''.energetic. Nor would these advanced 
patrols have- to be maintained throughout the year. Lusitais cannot live by raids atone.
They too ittiVo jooma to tiil and cp'ips to garner. Plnttaor ami slaughter are only, the 
cold weather amusement'* of generally bubolte existence, During the rains the frontier 
guard might to withdrawn to 'headquarters, where the men .might -enjoy the sodtely of 
their wives, arid-profit by school and steady drill. We believe that, the .Governwant of 
of India ban already aaiuitionod the organisation .of an efficient frontier foreo for the 
Ghjttagoug Hill Tracts, and that', now, happily, all fhe-loct-JL officers are at'one a? to tho 
bed mode .of utilising it.

We. haw up to this point spoken: in detail mdyjfef tho Seyohul range, south of the 
Knrrwfodlidj Proceeding northward wo find.st the point where the extremity of these 
bills debouches on the river thet we-cento in coatee* with the group of LusJiai oommu- 
aities that run down like a wedge into the hill tracts district front.the central and r„ .rthorn 
ranges, .Rutfoo Poea, the Chief whom wo effectually cotr listed ton years ago by ft 
sound threshing, is at 'present moving h s village sites from the. north of the Kiirua-too’ie 
on to tho f-.itrtfi.U6 spars .of the Seyohal m.a.ge. Jteis, as we hard already shown, cjnioahly 

• disposed, arai h .our one m il ally among these southern Iiushais. He cannot afford to 
do much tor as, because the Syloos and Howk>afta ate snore powerful than he,-and are 
more ready to punish for supposed treachery than we to protect tor service rendered.
But, if we are ever to have ahold over these inrad-irs of our territory, w© must by 
establishing ?l strung past near Ruttdu Poor’s village, confirm a week-kneed ally and 
mouac-i i otnuanenoa the fastnesses of tho Hoivioa:s>. Stoeh a post would not only I'onu 
the best *vsdezveuf let tho patrol’ on tin uortl -rn half of the hoychul, but if would 
emmanri a line of row! along the Deruaeiri rouge, which should be .similarly perilled 
in order to give oiSdieilt protoovion to tho hiS tracts north of the Kuraalociic " her 
Hte patrols and stocksues on the Seychul Me'. 'Detnagiri ranges are fully established, wo 
shall have, at regards Chittagong, a well defended lino between <«*r Joomoa ryote aod ;
the raiding tr̂ >es. But our work most not stop boro. Oar line is turned at the north 
by the frit ns inhabiting tiro terra iec.jg.ir'.t - between < aehar and Chi tin <ug. Had w; 
only the last named district to look to, we mi nt possibly complete our scheme of defence 
by carry kog »nr lino of petrols wests urd as best wo could. athwart the streams 
-mil broken hills, until wi reached the Fenny and the b ".ndaries of ’TillTipperah; such a 
line would close in »ur Chittaybbg liill Tracts as iu a ring-fence. But we have more 
iliffi ;ult to. k. l>oion us than this. Wo have the Carlin ■. frontier to provide for. lying 
between Itill Tipporah on the west and M.vsflpnr on the ast. It might bo possible to 
run a lino of posts across mis strip, mid by dint of extensive ani costly patrol,_ to 
defend tbo tea gardens ffom raiding parties attacking from the south j but in tho i>st 
place, to secure ahy really good line, we should ha ve to advance sort - cousidfirabl:; 
distune© into the liushai tract, to cover those gardens which stave alfoady-pushed 
to r  up the valleys of the • JIaBeswjri sue. the Scuai; and, in the next pluoo, onb posts 
siiight always- be turned on either flank by parties marching through the ••.juMtidy pt .-pfed 
territories of Tipperah and Manipur Besides all this, any we.sly defensive police wouW 
fail to neat tbo due re^uiromeats of the case. 'Warlike tribes have been aDowel to
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posts ; we must have attneil patrols. If u. milling party tlxl tilvp. past, they cir/hl always., 
to be rotercepto') m their >ehini. The dread of this would anyway toad topreuml ;

■ , imd as 8 fact, a syrt-m of p.-sls and patrol pnths haeiKsamw the mirth of 'the Ohii tegung ,  
Kills f»ia inroads the1- ten ve«* pant. On the side of Ouv. i out policy,' whether 
conciliatory or not. iun,d rest on a farts of paths, posts, tod patrols. In t o '  ot the' 
Strong.(hut weak) deifenfanation of (scvetrunenl to allow this ancwthi,.-* Lushai laud —a 
mero-i>‘o betwieu the ikitieh diitricfes to oonfemie independent, "wd: .«# do W> raoi •
On the rido of ( hiltagong similar arrangements mo 1)0 made; km) the physical 
chare, trusties of (he country, nd the pt-mon of tin tribe*, will cutups! us., hero to g<

■ ■  further- In.Oachar Jhaline of posts m y within Tut twn terri.toiyfa--tbe roads alone
,, Mmsi; invixio the looming tracts of the 1/Us‘rais, 1 But m Chittagong it :i« iuipc'stblo to

establish an Mhrtne hneof defeat* wholly within the limns of our pro t jumdi'(in 
Every local officer agrees in this. To perch a series of stockade, lunoug I i broke hMe 
and dews jungles of onr hill fronts district woub! be mere waste of men'and' mon,.,y. We
must '.ik .it a 1’ no further eastward, whore, we .cao eat it continuous patrol path .along, the 
tlie siihmit of one. oi the ridges that here run. almost urdiK-rruptedly north ami .tout}*,'"
On this line we must place our stockades ; am), properly held, it will be an almost- impass­
able barrier to riticters from beyond. If I hey gee through to raid, they ought never, to , 
return aii’ e to bo ist. On the north these ridges join on to the more open fanges, where 
Button Boon and tha Syloos dwell. Hero we must have a strong guard peranuiontly 
ported, 'veil to protect Button Boon, our ally, from th« revenge of the Svloys, as to be a 
permanent merptoe to thorn and to the Howlorga. This done, we may allow, personal . 
ii'.Siienec to have its turn. It wilt not ike* be ni.staken for timidity. It will rest on 
mater: ! power, and run no rirt° of being misunderstood. Apart from these of snub-like 
measuros of preparedness, we V-.va no faith whatever in the policy of ooocili-turn. Our 
trm ns rout n>uij turn homo again. It is high time the Supreme Government t»vo tokens

. <rf its plans.

Pioneer, tie  6tk May i m .
In anticipation of the early pnblloat:i;’} of the views'Of Government, both ns to the 

, , , ... . , ., , results of ihe laie .xpediv •••. and tho policy
V̂vhat the heft Column did >a Tmsl.ui taint, t., adopted towards the JUisbais for the

future, we propose to review, as wol! «s our im- 
perfi t mat amis will permit, tha w o,done by the two columns of tbo force, and to bring 
together (a the form of consecutive narrative, the information scattered thr.-ngli the 
loiters of special comspoudem* and the nteagri paragraphs of communicated telegrams. 
tVc filin' endeavour to convey some idea of 1 ic ch.tr. ner of the country traversed, and the 
difiivulii.* overcome ; and as we min hardly venture to Is .,»• that oi.r reader-, will honour 
us by tracing our progress on the map as wo go along (if indeed they have map* available), 
wo shall atriva to make the st >rv as clear a ad self-contained u;, we con. Ytu shall begin 
with the left column which started from Caobar, and shall afterwards follow tie fortunes 
of .the Chittagong ferae on the rjgh% and iinally attempt o estimate for ourselves the 
probable results of the eiped ion as a whole.

The strength of moli u.iuma of the expedition was fixed by the Ommander-in- 
Chicf at half a batter o! uiountar artillery (with rookets). one co .pan, o' ‘toppers and 
Miner.., and ,,.ree regiment a of Native Infa.'try. The regiments selooted for the Caobar 
side were t .e 22nd, 4 :ud, and 441h, oor.rtsfing mainly of Pur,jaboe'. 'rtkhs, and Gdo.-lthas — 
races specially adapted for the v.ork before thorn, and equally expert with the mattock and 
the bayonet.' Carriage was reduced to a minimum, for the w»jr waslong and roijgii, -aiid 
thiv rowtvsrtincertaiji. Touts 'vcripdispeiiSod with, each man being furnished with a water­
proof hcec for his hod img, -md left to cut branches and bamboo' to keep the dews fniin 
his pillow, One i ,in,l of personal bn srsmgd sufficed for the Gotiefti’. - six seers only were 
allowed to the soldier-. We need j.ol rif.v to « « t tin how depbants and coolies «ioro got 
togrtber and -sent up, how bci-ts v-ero. iitived end boat-men imprcsscxl; how the Coiimift- 
sarini ( riled and dirtriot offirem • went almost Wild, and how tlio fall scourge of choie.r. 
ihraatened a* one time to n.ar the whole By the end of November tho column m i  fairly 
Btarted into the hills, and on the 6th of Doceroher the civil officer, Mr. Edgar, had left 
SHob-ur to join the troons. Before accompanying then on thuir weary progress, it will be 
well to understand the disnositions made in support of their advance, and the iustructious 
'viiich we gather were given them for their guidance. The goal which the left column
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had (if possible) to reach was the village of Lalboorah, son of V onolel. who bad been 
m: inly concerned in the raids upon Monierklia.il, It was known that this Chief dwelt far 
within the bills to the south-east of Tipai Mookh -the t injunction point whore Gaohar, 
Manipur, and Lushai land join their boundaries. The line by which He had to be reached 
lay therefore to the extreme east of the District of Cuehar and up the course cf the 
Barak River, which there runs northward from the hilts. The whole southern frontier of 
Cachar stretched westward from the column’s right flank, arid had of course to be properly 
protected. This was done by stationing strong guards at. the points where the ordinary 
Lushai routes debouched on the district. Beyond the hills again to the east of the line of 
march lay the territory of Manipur, the confines of which towards the south-west pointed 
towards Lalboorah ana the other Lushai elans of that neighbourhood, the only intervening 
tribes being those of the Sokti Rookies—a race hostile to the Lushais and friendly to Mani­
pur, Advantage was taken of this to move a strong Manipur force down towards the 
south, with orders not to invade or attack the Lushais, but merely to serve 05 a threatening 
demonstration against them and as a support to the Soktis. This Manipur! contingent 
was the net into which subsequent events drove all the captives held by Lalboorah and 
many other Chiefs. Having thus stationed permanent supports, as i!. were, on both his 
flanks, General Bouroliior prepared to carry out the plan of the expedition entrusted to 
his conduct. It was a, task requiring much political discrimination as well as military 
skill. The information which Government had as to the perpetrators of the raids was 
at the best incomplete. The names of the leaders were, it is true, pretty well ascertained j 
but our knowledge of their tribal relations was admittedly imperfect, and it was impos­
sible to say with certainty that iki* village shared the guilt while that was undoubtedly 
altogether innocent. He nee it was evident that the expedition could not merely march 
into Lushai land to plunder and to ravish, careless of where its blows might fall, and 
eager only to burn and slay. If during its progress guilt were wi<h certainty brought 
name to any particular villages, the General’s orders were to punish without scruple. The 
surrender of Chiefs known to hold British subjects in captivity was to be demanded 
rigorously, and in the event of non-compliance their houses and property wore to be 
unhesitatingly' destroyed. Restoration of captives was also to be insisted on. Should 
it appear that some only of the inhabitants of a village had joined in the raids without 
complicity on the part of the village as a whole, the payment, of a fine and the surrender 
of the guilty were the punishment to he inflicted. Hostages were,to be demanded, did 
this appear necessary. If hostility was met with, resisting villages were to be attacked 
and burnt, and the surrounding crops laid waste. It was, however, strongly impressed 
on all that retaliation was not the main object of the expedition, ft was the desire of 
the Supreme Government to show the ‘Lushais that they are completely In b«r power, 
to establish permanent friendly relations with them, to induce them to promise to receive 
our "Native agents, to make travelling in their country safe to all, to demonstrate the 
advantages of trade and commerce, and to prove to them, in short, that they had nothing 
to gain but everything to lose by acting against the British Government. This was the 
general programme on which both the columns had to work j and with this before us 
we may at Inst venture to set out from the sadder station of Cachar.

For all that portion of their journey which lay between Silchar and the- first Lushai 
villages, it may be roughly said that the force had to follow the course of the Barak. 
Bor 14 miles or so from the station, they had a fair track due cast to Luckeepore, whore 
the river takes its great southern bend : but here the difficulties of the road commenced, 
and the troops had actually to begin their pioneering labours one day ’s march from their 
head-quarters. At the frontier outpost of Mynadhur the force was fairly on the verge 
of the wild country, and from the depdt here established the stores required in front 
were regularly despatched thereafter. The second grand depfit was at Tipai Mookh, on the 
junction of the Barak and the Tipai, between which and Mynadhur were four distinct 
stations or camps. Dp to this point water-carriage was to some extent available, though 
the river was rapidly falling, and not to be depended upon. On the 21st November the 
44th had marched to Lnokeepur. By the 9th December it had out its way to Tipai Mookh. 
There was much to do here in the way of building hospitals, store-houses, and stockade-*. 
But they were now close upon the Lush'd fastnesses, and it was deemed expedient to show 
the enemy without delay what the force was capable of effecting. Accordingly, on ihe 
,13th December, the General pushed on the Sappers and a Wing of the 44th to a camp 
five miles out, and Commenced therefrom th« ascent of the Seubong Range through flue, 
timber forests, encamping ultimately at an elevation of 4,000 feet. From this point, look­
ing southward, the Tooeobhoom River was seen flowing from the cast into this Tipai. 
Across the latter stream to the west stretched the jooms and cottages of Kholel, while far
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awav an the south-eastern hills perched the morn advanced villages of Poiboi. Prom its 
lofty iwim ra the Seubong the little party descoudod by a long day's march towards -the 
confluence of tl.o Tips! ami 'Tooeebhoom, crossing the former stream by » weir, m spite 
of the yells and threatening ■.iemonstrafious of a crowd of armed Lushais. It, was in 
vain tile Geneva! assured them that he intentions were net necessarily hostile 5 that if ( 
they did not molest his man he would do them and theirs no injury. Nothin * succeeded 
in producing confidence, and with a final yell of defiance they at last disappeared to take 
counsel for the work of the morrow. Next day (the 83rd December) the troops com­
menced the ascent of the hill on which the Kholel villages lay, and were received at the 
first clearing by a volley from a Lushai ambuscade. This of course prevented all hope 
of peaceful negotiation. Had they remain quiet, we should merely have marched 
into their villages, interviewed their Chiefs, and settled our relations for the future. 
An it was the village was taken with a rush, fired, and its granaries destroyed. Another 
villa''.I a mile further along the ridge, was occupied as a camp; and a third village 
at fie’ summit of the mountain was captured and burnt before evening closed. 
Next day and the next, the troops wow occupied with raids on the surrounding villages 
and granaries and a lesson was read to the unbelieving men of Kholel which they are 
not likely soon to forget. It was disappointing to be met with hostility at the outset, 
especially from villages with the chief men of which Mr. Edgar had had some apparently 
friendly palaver before the expedition started, Mora, the mmtri of Impanu, the old 
lady who at present rules these villages, had indeed met the General at the crossing of 
the' Tinai hut had disappeared with the rest when the troops crossed over. On the 26th 
December the few* evacuated Kholel ind retired to the camp in the valley below, near 
the stream • but being still constantly harassed by firing from the surrounding jangles, 
a second foray was made on the 29th, the mountain was again seated more to the west by 
a Party of tho 12nd, which had now come up; and the blase of fresh villages and 
irnuviriM would soon have followed 'had not the enemy suddenly, unexpectedly, ana very 
dramatically made complete submission. As the troops advanced they were met by 
Twnong n mun/ri of the still distant Poiboi, who had been with them at an early stage 
of the expedition. This gentleman, clad in orange-coloured, garments and- decked with a 

t lofty plume now came'and interceded for Kholel, and by anticipation for Poiboi,
Assured that it was not our wish to continue hostilities which we had not begun, he 
climbed up a tree and from its summit emitted an unearthly yell that, echoed among the 
surrounding peaks, put a sudden stop to the dropping flrci in the jung'cs, and brought- in 
the f ushiis in crowds to fratern be with their late opponents. The mu»tnes declared that 
oie eiders of the tribe had never wished for war, that the young braves had rashly 
commenced hostilities and brought all this sorrow on thotr. homesteads. On the 30th and 
31 st Mora and other mmtries came in, peace-offerings were offered and accepted, and 
the year closed in comparative quiet. Here for to-day we must leave the force with the 
first state of its work well over, its first foes subdued and reconciled, but having still 
before it the task of punishing the Csohar raiders, and roaobtug villages the very 
situation of which was at best uncertain.

Pioneer, the 7th May 1872.
tVe left General Bourohier and his column in their camp at the confluence of the

Vipat and Tooeebhoom after receiving the sub- 
What the Left Column did in Lushai ltnd mission of the clans of Kholel. The camp 

IL was soon thronged by Lushais, young and old,
brineine pumpkins, fowls, and ginger for barter, and curious to examine “ the appurte­
nances” of civilization in the shape of watches and burning glasses. fcvery effort was
m ade’.o gain their confidence, and messengers were sent to the tribes ahead to explain
more fully to them the objects of tho expedition. On the 6th of January the forces ad­
vanced from, the Tooeebhoom east by south towards the Tooeetoo, another affluent of tho 
Tioai crossing the intervening ridge at a height of 3,400 feet. Thence almost due south 
over a difficult road they marched to the village of Pachnee, the ninth station out from 
Mynadbur, overhanging- a sud den bend of the Tipai. H-ire they could see to the eastward 
the precipitous cliffs on which stood the principal northern villages of P w h# while as tar 
„  the ove could reach to the west lay villages vo&joom. Waiting here for reinforcements 
and stores, the General took tho opportunity of making an. excursion to the old site of 
Kin del where was the tomb of Vonpilal, the former Ohaef of that clan .Lho village had 
been burnt six days before our arrival, but the tomb was intact, end consisted of a stone
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platform 30 feet square and four feet high, surrounded by-Mies, cm which hung skulls of 
wild oxen, deer, and goats, enigmatical representations, 'drinking vessels, and tno .kill < 
a pony slaughtered at the funeral. On the 13th the force made preparatioia  tor it.a on; 
ward march, I t  was but 2* miles from Pachnee down to the Tipai, but it gavetu o wings 
of the 22nd and 44th hard work to clear a road. So steep was it naturally in_ plaet. • 
the Imshais had been wont to let themselves down by ropes of cane, winch primmv« 4(t 
to locomotion were hanging down the face of the t;o.;k when our man tttfw L Ihotoree 
wm now coming close upon Poiboi. already referred to as one of the most powerful Clue.* of 
this quarter, whose attitude, notwithstanding the presence m camp “ls. 
Dharpong. was still uncertain. Two wings had been left to overawe Kh'Jel in t h «*• - 
There was a wing at Tipai Mookh, and a wing in the two stations unmediatelly' m J  
of the advance, which itself consisted of two wmgr with tho General 
quarters. Small detachments held intermediate posts, and the artillery had got as l*r n» 
the camp at the continence of the Toeeebhoom and Tipai, but was 
front, and had indeed joined the General before he crossed the bend oi the Iip.u b. 
Pachnee. It was well, as it turned out, that he was iu a position to make a good display 
of force at this point. The I.ushais were evidently very unhappy at his determination to 
proceed. The villages of Chipooee and Tingridong, which lay on tae m.mutmn aerws^the 
river, were nominally subject to Poiboi, but were situated so far from lua chief village JJ 
to be to some extent independent. Wo were anxious therefore to secure their neutrality 
but at the same time -they were half i fraid to treat us well lost Poiboi should rosenlit 
hereafter. As the force scale,! the hill ,c Chipooee, they were met by Dharpong and:» 
crowd of Lushais, who pretended that Poioc' irnself had come to meet the General. The 
man put forward as the chief turned out, ho aver, to be an impostor and as a pr.uishment 
for the deception the General warned them that- he would now listen to none but 1 oibm 
himself in his principal residence. Leaving'* strong party to watch these doubtful vil­
lages. and taking the headmen on as hostages, the force again, set on south-eastward, ine 
road as usual led over a lofty ridge down to another affluent of the Tipai, and then up 
mountain chain on the other side. The reconnoitring party in advance came here upon 
two paths, one running along the ridge, the other turning down to the east. Across too 
latter was suspended a rude imitation of a gallows with figures **•». per < oil., and a to j  
roughly out into the representation of a body with the scalp oft. These wore intended 
at Warnings not to take the path so guarded - warnings however, which w to afterwards 
known tribe treacherous and deceitful. Fortunately the leaders of the advance w c not 
easily frightened , and thav forthwith selected the tabooed road, winch they explored 
wit hout accident. On the road left open the Imshais were ly ing m wait and ready for an 
attack! Next day (the 25th January) Dharpong, who had been w t  on to 
summon out Poiboi, appeared in camp and warned the (general that he would be 
attacked if he went on. This of course had no effect: but attacked he was on al 
sides, in the midst of one of the worst bits of grmind vet
The men, however, behaved splendidly, and though the General himself was 
wounded the enemy was driven off and severely punished and the read m advance 
secured This attack proved that Poiboi and Laiboorali had actu, dy coales tea, 
and had (let • r mined to oppose the further march of the column. Accordingly, as 
a foretaste of - hat they might expect, parties were sent out to burn 1 oib oi- v illag** “ 
the neighbouring heights, and hero for the first timo the artillery made i.v. and struck 
Z o r a id 2  into the ’minds of the Imshais who fled from their ^ k a d e s  in panic 
and left their homesteads eventually undefended. It is worth mentioning here that on 
the bodies of some of the Lushais slain in this skirmish was found .Tntw* ^ ° l : ^ o n  
from the sepoys killed at Nugdigaon in the Cacliar raids—proof positive that the expedition 
was on the right traflk, end that the tribes, who now opposed us, were actuated rather 
b* despair of pardon tin u hope of success. The lessons thus taught him seem however, 
to have convinced Poiboi that ho had better separate himself from his■ ally, Mboorah. 
He was warned that a heavy fine of hill oxen and other things, with complete submission, 
could alone condone his rash resistance, and that, hw villages would all be burnt unless he too 
came in Ho began sending in presents forthwith, but the General replied that he would 
treat only in Sellam, the chief village of the tribe. And for on the Ut hebruwgk
the column marched, crossing three ridges, one »,850 feet high, to the top ot the 
Dengting range where they came in sight of Sellam and its dependencies, crowning the 
hm o w  against ftem rmd'stretching with joo,* and clearing for some three or four 
triles Here again Dharpong, the muntri, appeared bearing offering:-, but nothing served to t y  theriS&E a X L n ,  deserted bJVoiboi and his follenm, w« occupied »  
ueace The vorv furniture from the Chiefs house, a great hall 100 feet, long, had been 
rmoved. 8kuli?and antlers alone hung on the deserted walls. Next day, however, the
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bushel? mme fearlessly to the camp, nod were given to understand that only Poiboi’s 
submission could eventually save their villages. Poiboi with his guilty fears had, it now 
appeared, sent mbi-issies to General Ntathall and the Manipuris; but his submission to 
General Houwhier in Sellam was what was uniformly insisted upon, and to Sellam he 
seemed determined not to come. Here the preparations were made for the final dash 
upon Laiboorah. Two guns nnd 400 men were the force detailed for this service; baggage 
was almost entirely got rid of. Time was pressing, and the work required to be speedily 
dime with. On the lath' February the troops started upon the last stage of tho expedi­
tion. Five days’ marching almost due south through an elevated mountain region, over 
ridges in some |>iaees 0,600 feet high, brought them at length in full view of the valley 
of the Champai, the head -quarters of Laiboorah, sou of Vonolel, leader of tho raids on 
Monierkhall. On the 1.7th of February they reached the village. But other invaders had 
been there before them ; and signs of war and slaughter greeted them on every side. The 
withdrawal of the Manipur Contingent from the frontier, owing to sickness, hud set free 
the Sokti Kookics—old enemies of the Lushai, who, seining the'opportunity and knowing 
the panic caused by the advance of the British column, made fierce onslaught on 
Laiboorah under the gnidsnee of Karuhow, their Chief, Laiboorah had, it is true, beaten 
them off with loss ; but their attack had probably prevented his occupying a strong 
position, which he had stockaded and prepared, across tho route by which the column 
crane; nnd frustrated the hopes he entertained of entangling them in. the mountains. His 
village was now found deserted, nnd was forthwith burnt to the ground, only the tomb of 
his father Vonolel escaping the flames. On a neighbouring height dwelt the widow of 
Vonolel, herself a powerful and wise old woman, who had, in vain, urged her sons to 
submission. Prom her a fine was levied of war-gongs, oxen, goafs, and such like, which 
she did not refuse to pay. .Besides this it was stipulated that three headmen should return

• a? hostages to Tipai Mookh, that (hoy should, receive Government, Agents in their villages
when required, that either the 18 muskets taken at Monierkhall and Nugdigaon should be 
given tip, or a similar number of their own fire-arms he surrendered. On the 20th 
February the condition.- were-complied with, and next day the force, its task accomplished, 
set out on its return. Poiboi, in nervous dread of punishment, had, we may notice, been 
hovering round tho camps all the way from Sellam, and had even met the Native assist*
,u»to of. the civil officer, but nothing had induced him to oomc in to gne for pence. This 
is the one failure in (he operations of thin column. It was $>2 days since the head-quar­
to;- of the. expedition had left Onohar. During that time they had been almost 
constantly on fool;, cutting the roods by-which they advanced over lofty mountains, ridge 
after ridge, crossing and re-crossing numberless streams, scaling fastnesses of hostile 
tribes, burning their villages and destroying their crops when punishment wss demanded, 
proving, at the same time, to the peaceably disposed that conciliation was more agreeable 
to us than scourge. The return march ivas a festal rather than an armed progress. 
Molested by no enemies, the column retraced its steps, attended by crowds of admiring 
Lushed*, who thronged its camps end bartered their country produce for trifles valuable to 
them and costing little to us. Head-men and muntries from all the tribes attended the 
General to Tipai Mookh. By noon, on the 10th of March, the last man had left that 
station, and the column withdrew to (Sachas', leaving behind it some 100 miles 
of mountain road to testify to the perseverance and pluck or the gallant corps, which hud 
cut and blasted a, path front Mymdhur toChumpai, and avenged the outrage of Monier­
khall at the tomb of Vonolel,

Pioneer, the 10th Mo.ii 1872.
Since our notice of the doings of the left column and most of whet now follow s 

, , . . . .  , , was written, the Gazette has made the story
Wtot the right; column did In Ltohti land. ;u ks Mlest pos,;We shape common property.

It is only because there are many who will read in a leader what they avoid in small typo 
that we continue our summary of events in the Chittagong Hills.

In treating of the doings of the left column which penetrated to Laiboorah’? 
village from Caebor, we set forth the general principles by which the expedition as a 
whole wm to bo guided. We may now note that while the main object of the left 
column was to get at and punish the tribes who had raided on Monierkhall ana East 
Cachai, it woe the aim of the Chittagong force to reach the Syloo Chief, Savoonga, who 
was known to have been concerned in the raids on West Cachar, the sack of Alexandra- 
pore and the murder of Mr. Winchester. With the Howkmgs, too, we had a score to
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lettle but it was not at the outset certain which column could most effectually deal
with them Mr. Edgar had hoped that the Cachurtroops would have penetrated by ,
tolerably «wy roads to Inlboorah’s village, and remaining then- would, si leisure, have
subdued the neighbouring tribes, including the Howlougg, who wore supposed to be near.
But the difficulties of the way made it late in the ecaaou when Lalboorahi was reach­
ed. and the site of his village was found to be so far to the east that Genera! Bourcluei at 
Chu'mpai bad over thirty miles of mountain ridges between him and General Brow mow as 
the most oasterlv point to which the latter attained. To the Chittagong Column, there­
fore, fell the task of dealing both with Syloos and How-longs, and, though the two 
branches of the expedition never mot among the hills, we whajl sec that each did “swore 
thoroughly and well; and we shall find that in the end tueir failing to _umt-o was a 
matter of very secondary importance. The great advantage pesmsed by t-ne ngi'« 
column as compared withthe left was, that it had the sea, or rather l aloutta, as » toteraoly 
convenient base, and that it had water-carriage up to a point mlno almost immediate 
vicinity of its active operations. The Kurnafoolie, which cleaving toe north of the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts, is navigable by river steamers up to Rangamnttea, a mstance if  
61 mites s thence to Kassatong, 17 miles further up, light country boats of 18 melm 
draught could go; and beyond that 12 miles on to Lower HurtW small biwts and canoes, 
earning about live maunds each, couhl very well be used. 1 he troops selected l<w this 
eicdump" were the 2nd and 4th Goorkhas and the 87tlv Punjab intently, with half a 
mountain battery and a oompany of Sappers1 and Miners—a force I'roasely the same m 
composition and character as that with General Bourohicr. On the 28th October General 
Brownlow landed in Chittagong, and no time was lost in completing the Commissariat, 
arrangements, already well advanced, and in pushing on provisions as tar as Kassalong.
The bourse of the Kurnafoolie above this place is broken at intervals by dangerous rapids,
th, first of which is situated between L'pner and Lower Burkhal. l'rom Hassalong to
liurkhal the river runs due cast. At Burkhal it takes a sudden northward turn and
above the rapids is found a dear, deep, sluggish stream navigable by boats for 1■> miles to
the rapids of Ootnm Cimtra. By dint of great labour boats were dragged up the liurkhal
falls and a river service established on the reach above. Beyond OotumCimtra to
Demagiri the course of the stream as we ascend turns again to the east till w-t reach ,
Demagiri. a'point where-the great Ohepoom range abuts on the Kuni ifoolie from the
south'and the Sirthay Klfihg meets it from the north. Canoes, it was found, could be goj
up the Ootum Ohiitra rapids as far as Demagiri. ft was well indeed that this boat service
between Burkhal and Demagiri was possible, for the land route between those pomes was
all blit impracticable. Only 16 miles apart as the crow flies, it was a five days march
of 4U miles to traverse by the ordinary Kookie path, two-thirds ot which lay along the
beds of torrents, thereat being through almost impervious jungle. By dint of great
tebor a road was out passable for unladen elephants and coolies, but laden elephants were
to the last unable to traverse it. From the ranges on either side of Demagiri a
fine view was obtained of the Syloo and Howlimg country, hive ranges lay
before them to bo crossed, rising to 4,000 and 5,000 fret, revered with forest to
the very top. In every intervening valley was a stream, sow rushing fiercely shallow
amid its boulders, and now flowing deep and unfordable between dark silent woods. At
Burkhal the General was joined by Hutton Poea, the Kookie Chief ot whom _> e have
heard so much, and who, since 1880, has been our more or less faithful ally. His present
villages lie on the Ohepoom range south of Demagiri, and he offered to lead the force by
land as far as that place. What the road he led them was like we have seen above. A:
Demagiri there was much to do j a standing camp had to be cleared, and provisions for 
the whole few* got up in anticipation of an advance. Demagiri was to the Chittagong 
Column what Tipai Mookh was to that from Cachar. It was the 1st of December before 
there was food enough in store to warrant a forward movement l  or four miles above 
Demagiri the river was impracticable, but canoes were placed on the reach a ovo as hey 
had been above Burkhal, and ten miles more of water-carnage was thus secured. Some 
little way above this ooint the force left the valley of tliu Kurnafoolie and turned doi to­
ward along the Sahjuck. From the furthest point on this treams to which the canoes 
could cro the troops commenced their regular hill work, marchmgnorth by east o 
attack Vanoonah, the first great By top village on the Belkai range and to 
that severe eoui-se of discipline which in time taught the Syloo that the way of trans- 
gressora is indeed hard. On ti c 14th December Yanoonah was captured by surprise, com­
mon both to the Lushais and to our reconnoitring party, which came suddenly on t he 
village from above after losing its way in the woods. The Syloos had, in reply to our 
overtures, already intimated their full intention of fighting, and had made no sign of 
submission. On the contrary, a few days larer they vindicated their reputation as warriors
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and bravos by attacking in force three little Goorkha  ̂ carrying the post-bag, and were 
very much astonished to find that, after shooting one of them from behind a tree, the 
other two did net-run away, but showed effective tight, until a mwue came. Prom Vanoo- 
nah’s! village Colon©! Maopherson with three companies was sent on a live days’ raid to 
the east. Down info the valley below, and up the range beyond, his men toiled scram­
bling, arid on the third day they made for Lall If cant, only eight miles from Vanoonah an the * 
crow flies. ’Phis they burnt with two other villages beyond, and destroyed vast quantities 
of grain, getting bank to Vanoonah on Christinas Day. Another raiding party had.been 
out during their absence to the  ̂north-east, and 'don© equally good service of a similar 
kind, and returned home “ driving off the cattle’’ to assist the stores of a much-tried 
Commissariat. On the .:7fb the head-quarters moved northward along the ridge from 
Vanoonah for 18 miles, and thence a few days later turned eastward on its way to havoonga 
(the head village of the Syloo tribe) and the' Howlong fastnesses beyond. ‘From Upper 
Hoolien, a captured village, m route, a full view was .obtained of the country they had to 
traverse, and it was seen that there were still three ranges to cross with the intervening 
valleys. While the force rested at Hoolien, a party raided north, and took villages 
and stockades, defended with some energy though without persistence . On the 13th of 
January Syloo Savoong was occupied and found deserted, and the conquest of the Syloos 
was then complete. The position of this village was singularly fine- lying on a hill 
3,200 feet high with the Kloon Doting or Dnlleasuri flowing under it on it® way te'CacW  
a tributary of the Gootnr rising at its western base, and a brftneh of the feurnafoolie 
taking its course southward close by. The Syloo Chief dwells as it score at tile very, 
Ompkala* of the hills, and sends out his war partis.® north and south to plunder in Caoh&r 
or slay in Chittagong. We have spoken of tho troops raiding and bunting in- the course 
of our narrative as things of course, hut’in fact no effort was spared- to induce' .the Syloo* 
to come in and make terms. By messengers and notices, by shouting parleys across river* 
and amid the woods, they were warned and encouraged and invited to come in : but their 
hearts won; guilty and their hands not clean, so, savage like, they doubted of that which 
should happen unto theut. Their doubts were their destruction. And in truth, politi­
cally speaking, it was better fir the future peace of the hills that things were as they 
were. Punishment luw more effect when felt than when fancied, and if we have one 
regret in. connect! >n with the whole Expedition, it is this'-tbat the more easterly 
villages of tho southern How-longs (the most formidable of the tribes) were wise enough 
to submit at tho first summons, as we shall see below, and that the residence of their 
principal Chief .Yandoola was never occupied even for an hour. Bloodshed and burning 
we do not affect ; but peaceful occupation to vindicate our power and policy was much to 
be desired We are, however, anticipating. The rest of our narrative we must con­
dense. From Siiveimffii the destruction of other Syloo villages to the north was effected, 
and Hutton Pot.->, was'despatched as a messenger to-the northern Howlwigs dwelling across 
the j)uibsraviri. Button Poea travelled by a more southern and round-about road to 
avoid the refugee. Syloos, and was met by messengers from the Howlongs bringing in 
Mary Winchester ns an earnest of peaoo. .General Brownlow waited patiently at 
Savoonga from the 12th January to the Ilih  February, to give his emissary time to 
work upon tho Howlong mind. Then finding that no reply had come from 
the northern section of the tribe, though the southern Chiefs said they would 
come in at Demagri, the force at Iasi crossed the DoUessuri. No resistance was 
offered, though he villages were fired by the inhabitants as they advanced.' On 
the Kith, however, Nungboonga arid Benkoea, the great Chiefs of the clan, name into 
camp and submitted, agreeing to give up their captives and to admit our troops to their 
villages. No other terms wore insisted on. Two days later Lalboorah (not he of 
Chuiupai), LatofiiU, hieurikoom, and other leading Chiefs, cams in, and the same day the 
first instalment of the returned captives rewarded the exertions of the force, and testified 
to the sincerity of- the Lushais. A detachment of Uoorkhas attended the survey officer 
through the villages, and on the 23rd the troops set out on their homeward march, 
accompanied for a time by crowds of Howlongs, male and female, clad many of them in 
dark cotton tartans, and wearing- as ornament- tho true Highland sporran. With curious 
inconsistency, the S.yloos, having been utterly harried and ruined, came in m the force 
retired, and made full submission. On arrival at Demagri General Brownlow started with 
four companies eastward to quicken the movements of the southern Howlong*, who had not 
yet appeared. Forty miles’ march over a fearful country and n final climb of 4,000 feet 
brought, them to the village of Sypoea, an inferior Chief, who at ones submitted. At 
the Dulfessnri beyond, the General was met by Vantouga, one of the leading Chiefs, and 
by the sons of the great Vaudoola, who brought in captives and did homage on their 
father’s behalf. The season was now late, and General Brownlow accepted this and
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returned, to rave the force the three days' eastward march which lay between the river 
and Vandoola. We cannot blame him tor this, but of all die Chiefs in that quarter, 
Yandoola is the one whom we should Ip-ivo most wished to see humbled. There are, 
however, good grounds for hoping thatj the permanent establishment, ot a strong poet at 
Demagri. will secure his good behaviour for the future.

The right column ‘had now done its work. Its four months’ campaign, had, reduced 
two powerful tribee and brought in fifteen Chiefs, rescued man/ captives, and added to out 
maps in detail three thousand square miles of bill country. What the, political result of 
the expedition as a whole may be, we shall try to estimate hereafter,

Pioneer, the 8Ih. January 1872.

We 4&wa$> ' -ok with comparative eagerness for the annual reports of
those tracts in which free scope is given to 

Work in Bengal Jungles, the administrative abilities of individual
officers, who are left untrr.m fuelled by the formalities of Regulation law and made answer- 
able for their actions only to G6d mid the Government. Such ate the hill districts now 
dotted along our Eastern Frontier. Of them we have often written, and in them our 
interest never flags. Did we, indeed, not edit the Pioneer, we would lain rule over the 
squat swart Gams of the liilis, or teach Nagaa to grow potatoes on the rich terraoee of the 
Burail! But not in those hills alone are English energy and directness of aim working 
out great results. In many a jungle solitude, where fever lurks in every brake, and 
uncouth savage races dispute with wild beasts possession of the clearings, we can point to 
devoted men, little heard of by the public, little noticed by their Government, who are 
spending and being spent for the sake of the people they control, and bringing by 
degrees whole tribes to learn the rudiments of civilisation and progress It is with no , 
invidious design, or wish to exalt one such administrator above his beat-hren, that we 
instance Captain Johstono’a management of the forest races of Keonjhur ■ «  type of 
the thing we mean. We refer to him because he if not now in India or likely ever to 
read these lines, ami because we know that he stuck to his post long after doctors and 
friends had urged his immediate departure, solely that he might see the first fruits of the 
labours on which his whole heart was set. With a frame ail saturated with malaria, 
ho is now doubtless fretting in enforced leisure at homo at, being separated from his 
beloved Bhooiaa and Jowaugs. Our readers will remember the way in which the manage­
ment of Keonjhur fell into our hands. It is one of the so-called tributary mehals of 
Cuttack, neglected little principalities left, as a rule, almost entirely to the control of 
their native Chiefs. The British Government exercises of course a paramount 
supervision. But this is entrusted to the Commissioner of Cuttack, a busy, over­
worked officer, who, with the dread of another famine always before his ey es, 
hits to concentrate his energies upon the civil administration of Orissa, and has 
little time for visiting the distant and unwholesome forests that, fringe his 
satrapy. Tears ago the Keonjhur Rajah died. Me had done good service in 
the mutiny j and the Government, either by way of gratitude or from a vague sense of 
duty, removed the boy, his successor, for education to Cuttack. The training of a Babu 
was hardly the one best suited to a, forest Chief. But there was worse in the arrangement 
than that" The young Rajah was removed for years from all contact, wit h the simple races 
he was to govern, from all intercourse with the officers of the primitive state to which he 
had succeeded. He was not the llowager Rani’s son, and she, a clever, unscrupulous 
woman, made good use of the time given her. Adopting a relative of the most powerful 
neighbouring Chief, she put him forward to the people as the rightful ruler. He grew 
up 'in their midst, and won their affectionsand when the actual Rajah returned under 
the auspices of tho Commissioner to his inheritance, graced with all the accomplishments 
of a zillah school, he found that he was received as an outcast and imposter, and that the 
hearts of the people were gone utterly from him. Me was, however, duly installed, and 
fortified by much good advice,• he commenced his feeble attempt at independent, manage­
ment. The regular cultivators might, perhaps, have acquiesced after some grumbling in 
the rule of the Chief selected by Government,- but tho ruder men of the woods were 
otherwise minded. It was not in consonance with their simple faith to desert the Chief

»
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to whom they had hitherto paid fealty. Tin* knot ted cord ran through their villages m 
the fiery cross along the margin- of Aehray, ami

“ Past as the fatal symbol fiiea 
In norm the hats and hamlet rise." •

A “ little #nr” was on the hands of the Bengal Government, mid it was only when 
bullet »hd gallows and.treachery had done their work, that the Keonjhur forest tribes, 
their leaders gone, their spirits broken, their Chief removed, bowed to the mysterious 
will of the Sirltar, and accepted the Bobu Baja whom unkind fate hail sent them.

It was to conciliate these tribes, to heal the wounds that policy had been forced to %
inflict, that Captain Johnstone was deputed. Many men would have been content with 
holding the country in sullen subjection, scouring it with an armed police- and importing 
the dull silence of despair as “ satisfactory” evidence of penitence and submission. But 
Captain Johnstone thought otherwise, ifo loved the people in a way that puzzled rei- 
tapista, and made them at times deem him not a. little mad. Nothing could have been 
more judicious than the way in which he set about educating the Rajah .in .the true 
sense of that word, bringing, him into sympathy with his subjects, strengthening hia 
character without boring him by homilies, and instilling into' him true principles of 
government by slow degrees. This was bis duty, and ho did it well But it was in his 
own dealings with the wilder tribes that Captain Johnstone most delighted, A mighty 
hunter, lord of elephants, one of the few who understand the manners and customs of
that earth-shaking boast,...In; had special opportunities of becoming intimate with the
forest-dwellers. His success in winning their confidence was something marvellous. Wo 
have no space to go into details : one or two facts will serve to mark, the results, fie  
has induced the Bbooiyas to go in heartily for popular education. Si* hundred and sixty 
babes of the wood now duly attend his schools, children but a year or two ago so wild 
that at sight of a stranger they buried themselves in the jungle like startled doer. The 
umst remarkable thing about them now is their wonderful' memory. He .does' not inflict 
on them moral maxims of the copy-book pattern, but they read story-books, and look 
upon the *9%ib »s a sort of beneficent deity who sheds pice and smiles on every little 
urehiu Who waddles up to bis verandah. The cattle of the district are being improved 
by a breeding stud. Agriculture lies become in the eyes of the people a nt-w art by 
improved seed and staples. Markets have been established, and efficient order is main­
tained throughout the State by a tore* of 33 policemen. But Captain Johnstone's 
principal triumph is the clothing of the Jbwang women. The Jowangs are a tribe of 
sums 4,000 souls, who dwell, in the far recesses of the forests, in a state of most 
degraded savagery. For two years Captain Johnstone sought to win their confidence and 
bring thorn within the pale of civilized man. Asa first’'stop to this it seemed to him 
desirable to raise their standard and ideas of comfort, and to enlist the ladies of the tribe 
on the side of progress Now all the ladies aforesaid clad themselves te Eve was clad 
when shame first seized upon her. Leaves were their only drapery. Moreover, they 
believed that were they to wear aught else than leaves, tigers and bears would infallibly 
rOnd thorn. This was the idea he had first to remove. After much discussion among the 
nudes, n resolution wus canto to—-"fiat experimeiitvm." Ah aged hag, whom nobody 
would miss, was clothed and watched. No ill results followed to the lady, and after 
months of patient waiting and coaxing Captain Johnstone was permitted to clothe the 
whole female population, 1,8-16 women and girls at his own expense. The discarded 
loaves were gathered into a heap and solemnly burnt, and the men of the tribe entered 
into covenant never more to permit their women to appear unclad. Can we doubt that 
the taste for millinery once implanted, woman’s influence will induce the men to adopt 
settled habits of labor to cam the means of supplying these new wants ? We may 
laugh over the story, but the moral of it k much to the thoughtful student.

Pioneer, ihe 23rd April 1873.
Thanks to the work of men like Butler, Williamson, and I.owin, ihe fiorfcb-Eass

Frontier of Bengal is fast becoming a more 
tourin'* Proverbial Philosophy. interesting study than seemed possible a few

years back. In 1865 the only idea which 
most men had, with reference to its hills and forests, was that they were tko habitat of



ad ikw a iu.i,.ko th^ eoun J. • a vile gains nor ovm oy ' i l x  Hski.ua tb &.s

’ '' f ill' ImJIi! ’1 *'ij1h f 3tl' SI v ’!il



‘ >i m d t iv * j nw m in  go 1 ishm 1 tn a t > J tUe ! ' ,.r mi; g rii
w4.1:4/, lh< m , tn Jar w *h child bn em*. uni ulU ’ On tn« who! 1 Wl there ; , 
mpl“ ovi Ifoua tret the som* virtues aw raoj'i' jot/'iit that. C t. social Tic® umoag the a 

'tiilirea tilt rh'ooraiifl the wood. - -v‘ •.. , ,1; i.;vt/y'V",
§ Th p i» ‘oajvoiy *n londevof hill

lilf (irfej,tribal,or rilln :-q feasts win oil fig¥iro largely in our frontier policy evoke , the
m P  yy&j: . « f n m w i n t ' “ firy vegetables rmellin tbc pbt;: coil people itfiiw .; ki
’l,': of ft ogc o\j wod to r iu« ' >■ it be u  tho si'jiup ‘ A. thorn under the tell ia unbi arable t

si, is if i> have a rCarum in slavery,’" The caution incumbent upMi a man a -Jliu^ a 
'Cram e arid possibly host'it elan ’is itumI. detl t1n - : - “ If you go on a strangle d,rat 
tar e bow > your flays; if yeti enter a strange vul.ego, .take the strut out of jotir walk,”
“ In o u” own v(l!'.;e crow nud >o cook; vvaai you’re h i ’ otbor. you must he; a lu a ” 
“Entering info -a -'wood Mara o tree, on visitiug » viiJage.riuik« » linehtf.11 illio love oil 

, io pc - ',s for ii.toxhmu.y dri.«l;e i; to i mod off u; tlese •• An old k'-av wants props'1
iiu old nii1 v! drops.” “ For drink, h ho meg (feraisn fed be • r ); for the raid, e , lilt."
“ An a* ■ i* moiled by tbo knots to the wood j a man is nutted by' the glasses, ho'swallows.” 
rth  ,raised houses of the villages are put before ns in th ' warnmy ~ “ If you talk aeorefe , 
in t.Ho day tlifti't took behind you; if at night, took under ,. Topt their forest* 
wodtwe vermin and noxious In fois hinfod at in lu • Onsi your lied before sleeping;
in Ating' ufwuys' eject flue first mouthful ” Tn 'i.o fnilnhiuw ....... . iptioh roiwerrinsiecl
vwjldns Mid wordly yltrewife'!.:—“ Do liot talk on wjg'iotostrt matters to a man jhff off * 
jonrncj,” “ Seek no qturrel i one ju-fc :nvakei-> .1.” '“ As. a p'm-punta ,i boat, so 
does 1[ i #'h •"•oet wisdom. *’ “ A thousand ante onft carry im' earthworm j • so! the' .words 

, of 'maiiy'tum u lie into truth."’ “‘.Mo one riias ojien-mouthftil up a bill j do ndt,.r.ui):1'!«<!-
l.,i.g iaiv 'u ■“ i " “ 11, who oultivih® in old /•'»■* "ill ln>e inwuh weeding, he v lo  
msa-tU'i d, widon will have to pny h er, debts. ” “ Do, not d o n n a  oil m d j  htei j i 

, ohM-ioi fi-itli-in anoitini t'nond “ v dog i0 dislilted f«  his tooth end «uta for hie
C ,g t, . ’ '• Too ■ ,'h is bioken by iho wrii ,b t ,o)ov> (sten t-v ih, ioiK "  fVnteo
iv ct>«oiwl with-the Shwhia, l.twF; but for. disoon tent u plantain liaf would rot sutUa?."
Ja jmia «fuMl) the castor tree is king ; any knife is sharp amongst -potafoc-i Huiife 
'exmtnef is Ivittor .i you will get limuiy enough outside.” yo« give, give quiok^f.j 
if you (rndo, ready .iwu.ioy,’’ lliere wo a good many. o< these proverb?, not; quoted b y ; ; 
ito, in v l .ch the rolfttionh ot the people to the kino w  r t  oa* ui vnrioue lights, rmidod- 
i. ira in Mirorul v ehiuons ef t',.'oMiioal advme of Soldtuon on the same subject. U 1# 

m> tl tn!; e ; 5ty the f.ams’i to; has not given ns an exact ri. !• 'In? of 'ih#'.word he w a 1 
into.’ ling. As. it stands, , gives, yftfii think, a false, idea of the tribal eeqnoiny., Via 
euspoofc it is oillv' a. IV .ia niudering of "raepa, or village aiiki'hi'ta«, W® doubt, .tuoreowy,

•'. ' vl/other the ? rdveriis aw ’ in nil cases' Ute«lly:tRmislat«l. But it is a moot point how 
any such task a. this fiinjuid w> execute t and. Capita,in Bewui hit.se’f is fully, oi/nsnidw 
of'its ditOruity.laud iar from boastful about Ms sticceky a«'haw, however, doue m«ot'. 
to inorease «ar interest in the people among whom he dvrel's, yvi for whom ne cliertshes 
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