the Cacharis were formerly more namerous, but that many villages were
deserted in consequence of the raids of the Angami Nagas. The
Mikirs are the remnants®* of a tribe that has for the most
part migrated northward to the plains of Nowgong and the isolated
group of hills between the Jumoona and Berhampooter, The
Aroong Nagas are an inoffensive tribe, probably an offshoot from
the Kutcha Nagss who have settled down to peaceful habits.
The Kookies They were great sufferers from the

: Angami raids. The Kookies are all
immigrants from the eouth, and formerly inhabited the hills south |
of Cachar, from which they were driven by the advauce northward
of a more powerful people from the nnexplored country between British
{erritory and Burma, They are a hardworking, self-reliant race, and
the only hillmen in this quarter who can hold their own agninst the
Angamis, The “old Kockies’ came north according to their own
account about 85 years ago. They were made use of by Rajah Govind
Chunder of Cachar in his feud with Tularam Senaputty (1828-29).
Band followed band from fime to time belonging to different tribes and
speaking different dialects. In 1846-47 especially a large immigration
took place, the leaders of which informed our officers that they had left
their own hills to avoid the oppressions of Manipur and the attacks
of Lnshais. In the year 1851-52, another great band, numbering aboat
8,000, moved north, ]

The old Kookies were reported in 1853 to be in four clans, viz., Khe-
lema, Ranthai, Bete, and Lamkron, The new Kookies (of 1851-52) were
of three tribes—Jangseen, Tadoi, and Shingshoon. Each elan or tribe was
utder a regular gradation of chiefs generalf‘; elected. It was this organi-
zation mainly that rendered them superior to the Nagas. They were ready
at once to avenge an inroad, and, using bows and arrows instead of spears,
were much respected even by the Angamis. Before the establish-
ment of the Naga Hills District, proposals were frequently miade to
utilise these Kookies as a buffer or screen between our more timid
subjects and the Angamis. In 1856-57 lands were assigned rent-free
for 10 and afterwards for 25 years to any Kookies who would settle to
the east of North Cachar beyond the Lungting River. Fire-arms and
ammunition were given them by Government. In 1859 about 600 -
Kookies had accepted free settlement on these terms; and in 1860 the
colony contained 1,356 inhabitants in seven villages. These villages the
Angamis avoided, and fo some extent the country in the rear of the
Kookie Settlements was free from incarsions, But it would have
taken scores of such settlements effectually to cover such a broken
frontier. In 1867 the number of the Langting colonists had risen o
1,967, and 500 new immigrants had come from Manipur. To these
last arms were not supplied. The establishment of the Naga Hills

% Probably Mills' numbers are more correct for the Mikir population than Allen's.
There is no doubt thal the bulkof the Mikirs arein ¢ the Meekir Hills".
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‘Distriet has deprived this colonising scheme for the present of much of
its political interest.(*)

" The tract now known as North Cachar is made up of I:Sel) the hills
¢ 0 which have always e under
o) Bresent composition ot North Caclitr.. \ gg ohgy jurisdictianf (8) that part of

' the Assaloo Sub-divigion made over to Cachar in 1867 on the formation of

the Naga Hills District; and (3) a tract of low undulating  hills made

_ over from the Naga Hills in 1876. The tribes pay a light house-tax
" and are content and peaceful. In 1875 the population was returned at

7,656 Nagas, 10,824 Cacharis, 15,080 Kookies, and 4,335 Mikirs. In

1880 a Kookie militia 100 strong was raised as a protection against
Angami raids, and a Buropean officer was again gtationed in the hills to

more effectively control ‘the different tribes. In 1381-82 a rising

" took place, which in the words of the Annual Report, seemed con-
temptible in its origin, but was lamentable in its conclusion.””

The mainspring of the revolt was a Cachari named Sambhudan,

| Sasibhndac’s Tasarseotion, 1881-83 who first set np as & wotker of
’ ' miraculous cures, and presently went

.“o_n to claim divine inspiration, and took the title of a god, a “deo.”
Among the eredulous population of the hills followers were soon attract-

od to him : the afflatus of his inspiration extended to them, and the;

'\ t00 became “ deos,” though Sambhudan was still the principal god.

He fook up his abode at Maibong, the ancient capital of the Cacharls,

and lived at free quarters on the forced contributions of his neighbours.

At lengtls a man brought a complaint against him in the Sub-Divisional
Officer’s court, having been beuten by him and his followers for resisting
the expropriation of & buffalo, Tt was found that the dread of Sambhudan

WAS 80 t that no one could be induced to serve a summons on him.

The Sub-Divisional Officer then ealled in the Deputy Commissioner,

- Major Boyd, who went to his assistance with a force of some 30 police.
On the way, some huts ervected for a camping place were found burnt

down by Sambbudan’s party, but no other impediment awaited the
District Officer on his road to Gunjong, the present head-quarters of

 North Cachar. Maibong is some six or eight hours’ march from

' (*) The principal sathorities for North Cacliar mn—Pemberton's,' Mills? and Allea's
~ Reports ; and the following :— \

Seeret  Procesdings, 14th August 1829, Nn. b.

Politiea) Proceedings, 14th May 1832, No. 90,

Political Proveedings, 20th October 1832, Nos, 182 and 123,
TPolitical Proceedings, Srd December 1882, Nos. 108 and 104,
Politieal Proceedings, 31st July 1834, No. 22, i
Politieal Proceedings, 30th May 1833, No, 100,
Political Proceedings, 11th February 1835, Nos. 82 and 83,
Political Proceedings, 16th October . 1834, Noe, 52 fo 54,

G. 0., No, 4411, duted 14th Ouviober  1858.

Political Provecdings, 19th October 1844, Nos. 182 to 154,
Revenue Proceedings, Gth April 1848, Nos. 19 and 20,
Revenne Proceedings, 17th November 1850, Nos, 8 und 4.
Revenue Proceedings, 8rd May 1860, Nos, 9 and 10,




Gunjong. On the 16th January, Major Boyd, accompanied by one
European Officer and some 25 police, marched to Maibong and found
it deserted, exeept for three or four men who ran away on his approach,
and two women, Sambhndan and his party, supposed to be about
20 men, had eonntermarched him on the same day, and about noen fell
upon Ganjong, where only a weak police guard had been left, which
became panie-stricken, and fled without firing a shot. The “deos” burnt
down all the houses at Gunjong, and killed two servants and a sick
policerman, but left precipitately, neither plundering the small amount
of treasure that was {,eft there;, nor earrying off the police rifles or

ammunition. Though Maibong was =0 near to Gunjong, the police
were too disorganised to send any news of the disaster to Major %’oyd, _
who, with his party, passed the night in the houses of the “dess
unaware of what had oceurred. Soon after dawn on the momming of

the 16th they were awakened by the shouts and drums of Sambhadan

and his followers, who had marehed straight back from Gunjong and
passed the might in the jungle. Im the ekirmish which followed,
several of the insurgents were killed, and Majopr Boyd reeeived a wound
in the hand which ultimately brought on tetanus and caused his death,

Sambudhan, the leader of this insane and murderons revolt, had
not been arvested at the close of the year. The language of the
hill Cacharis is hardly known to any one, and they area race famed for
clanmighness and for their readiness to support each other. Hence onr
police ave practically helpless when following up offenders whom the
people desire to sereen. i i

In the Chisf Commissioner’s opinion no people came worse ouf of

b Kookt M this affair than the so-called Kookie

w0 Kookie Militia. 1N 4G § s

Militia. They gave no information
beforehand of the probability of a Cachari rising, and they were found of
no use after it in hunting down the fugitives or collecting evidence against
them. They were ihe first to run away at Gunjong, and the only Kookie
sentry there was ab Maibong also ran away. They were accordingly
dishanded by the orders of the Chief Commissioner. Badly, however, as
tlhie Kookios seem to have behaved in this instance, there canbe nodoubt
that they have done admirable service as hill-porters on dangerous
expeditions, and they are the only tribe able to defend themselves against
the Angamis who have, as numerous reports show, a real respeet for
them. Under proper organization I can see no ressoh why they should
not still be utilised for defensive purposes.
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_ CHAPTER XVI.
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4. Although, as stated above uia Chapter Ig, it'i formed no part of my
W e e palan o deseribe the velations. ofvRe
M" for noticing Munipur. | rlftﬁah Gwemmgg:i o matpenda
tates lying vutside its border, it has becin sngested tome that I
inelude in this work somemotice of Manipur, which, though
ndeut, is at the same time a profected State, and whieh bas played
wtinues to play @ prominent part in the politics of the North-kast
ntier. I have siready in the Chapter on the Angami Nagas shown = ¥
ow, constantly Manipur had to be taken into account by our Assam G5
icials in dealing with those tribes, When we eome to treat of the 0
hai tribes, South of Cachar, we shall find that there also the -action
§ Manipur it an important factor which has frequently to berecognised.
her eastern border Manipur, by rash dealing with the neighbourtag
bes, toay at any moment, compromise the British Goveroment with =
pendent Burma. - In order, therefore, to make the history of the
-Fast [rontier complete; 1 have been furnished by the courtesy of
oreign Office with various official documents and précis from which
Alowing paragraphs have been reproduced :—% .
‘Manipor is a little territory lying om our North-East Frontier
oy ! betwoen Cachar and Burma., The
; _ " population is about 75,000, and the
eate money revenue is about Re. 21,000 per annum, in addition
considerable amount of land rvevenue, which is paid in kind. The
ntry consists of a central valley surrounded by ]hills, gpreading over
rea of about 7,000 square miles. The region is rich, but un-
loped: Iron and gold have beany found, and tea grows in wild
fusion,  Above all, the Maniyar Valley forms the great highway
the British Provinces of Assam and Cacharon the one side,
Kubo Valley, which now belongs to Burma, on the other. '
o carly history of Manipur was bar'uarolus in ihz extreme. 1t
] fah . was not only. marked by constant
B omgr ikt mtoaste iy of fe’ Maabparis St P
Y { and of Burmese into Manipur, |
_but Ly internal wars of the most savuge and revolting type, in which
- urdered fathers and hrothers murdered brothers, without a
teait of heroism ‘to relieve the dark scene of blood and treachery. U8
antime, not only is slavery an institution, but the so-called free’ '}/ 13

".'_ . Position of Manipur,

full account of Manipur by Colonel MeCulloch, who was for muny years Pojitical
thicre, was printed in 1939 s& a volome of Governinént of JIndia Record Selections,’ 1/

wount' given of recent Mamipuri politics in this Chapter iwin length ont of

1o gfv importance ¢ but T have mof heen able to tud time to cgnaleme'tho

kg prévs of the Foreign Ofiice. J
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ten days’ service. to the Rajah out of every forty, !
. remuneration, The hill tribes, consisting of numerous Naga an
clans, also live in frequent feud. T
Tn early times occasional communications ~passed botween
Rise of oor political relstions with British Gsovernment and the !
Manipur ; formation of the Manipur | puwse State, but our pres;;nt : i
Levy. .. #may be zaid to have originated in
first Burma ™7« Manipur *aad been devastated by the Bu
and its ruling famig; hada tled to Cachar,  In 1823 the British
ment opened communications with Gumbheer Bing, one of the mem!
of the Mauipur family; upon which 500 Manipuris under h
command were taken into the pay of the British Government,
co-operated with the British troops in driving the Burmese out
Cachar. 1In 1525 this foree was inereased to 2,000 men, and P
under the ecommand of Captain Grant; it was denowminated
Manipur | Levy, and was paid, accoutred, and supplied
ammunition by the British Government. Subsequently by the
Treaty of 1826, Gumbheer Sing was recognized as the Rajah
Manipur, though without any corresponding obligation so far
British Government was concerned, The langnage of the Treaty
ag_follows :— With regard to Manipur, it is stipulated that, she
“ Gumbheer Sing desive to return to that country, he shall be
“nized hy the King of Ava as Rajah thereof.” = Shortly afte
* the British Government discontinued the payment of the Mani]
Levy, but still furnished ammunition for the reduction of refracto:
hill tribes; and further supplied 8,000 muskets and sots of accont
ments, on the condifion that the Rajah should raise the Manipue
Levy to the same number. The condition of affairs may be, perha
best understood from the following extract from a Minute by
William Bentinck dated the 25th March 1888 :—

Provious to the late war with Ava we possessed no knowledge of the Passes conn )
ing Manipur with onr erritories . of its: resonrces we wern equally ignorant, and @
thie panic occasioned by the sipniltancous appearance of two divisions of the B
Army, ong fromn Manipur and the other from Assam, led to a very general fligh
inhabitants of Cachar and those ocoupying the northern and eastern ors of
Distriot of Sylhet. Under such an emergency it was natural that every resou
over trifling, should be sought after, and the re-establishment of the Manipar
seems to have been o scheme peculinrly favoured by our late Agent, Mr. Bcott, 4s al
ing, in his estimation, a well-founded progpect of defence of our frentier m that direct
hy the interposition of a'race of people known to entertain a rooted a.nt}pst o th
enemy nguinst whose aggressions it was necessury to guard, and of the fertility of
country highly-enloured descriptions had been given, i ; i i

‘Whether the policy of identifying our interests with those of this petty
separated from our Territories by an extremely diffienlt fract of country, and from

~of Awva by one of great comparative facility —has ever been made a question I ha
tenrned ; the advantages, however, to us of o connection with Manipur appéar
. wery problematical, and this is the consideration to which I would now. more partiot
- direet attention, - i : iy

The result of ourlate enquiries have clearly shown ihat, after an uning
tranquillity of seven years, this small State is still considered as tfofally incompéter
defend itsell aguinst a Burmopse invasion. Ifs entire populstion is stpposed
amounb to more than 30 or 40,000 souls and its availuble revenue to & or




) f‘ Eyneet Ring, 1554 one of 1883 an

antages of traflic, and the whole tenor of the soveral comynunis

Goyernment by the Officers most intimately aoquainted with the couthtry .
& this moment it is withoit the meaos of officiently extendivg its agriculture, ,
Lievy, consisting, us wo_ are tald, of 3,000 men, is showu to be but. very imper~ '
p diseiplined and very Littlo under the control of the Officers specinlly appointed o) ¥
: e of ensuring its efficiency.  And wlthough wo muy Tairly assunie that, armed
‘they. now are, they would be a match for an equal number of Bunuese, we. could
rdly place any great reliasnce upon their nodiseiplined efforts when opposed 1o the
wuperior force, which, in the event of war, would inevitably be brought against

I _T#, therefore, sur connection with this dependent State is to be continued, I shoudd

. plaging io it & small garrisan of our own tron{m to retaining so large & porfion of

its seanty population for military duties ; and we can lirdly doubt that the feeling ol
fivity to the inhabitants of Mauipur generilly wonld be areatly incroased by the
nanent residence wmongst thent of sueh & body, Considering the system, then, which

w in opetation as radically defective, 1 am wiwilling to sanction auy meusures likely lg“e

lend toits pormanency,

' It was under the circamstances reviewed in the foregoing Minute ‘ [

Wi - that two' MTreaties were coneluded
Mreaties of 1883 pud 1834: death of - ith the Manipur State, namely,
tfune of 1834
fhe Treaty of 1833 the British Government agreed to give to the Rajah
Manipur the line of the Jeeree River and the western bend of the
Barah as a houndary ; the Rajab, in return, agreeing to the following
ditions, which are still in force, and ave, therefore, extracted here
n Aitchison’s Treaties, Volume 1, page 123 1— i
. —The Rajnh will, agreeably o instructions, without delay, remove his Thanna
Lundrapors, atd establish 1t on the esstern bank of the Jeoree.

il —The Rajub will in no way obstruct the trade carried on betweon the two -
ries by Benguli or Manipur wmerchants ; he will not exact heavy duties, and
| make a monopoly of no arkicles of marelandise whatsoever, _
—The Rajah will in no way provent the Nugag, inhabiting the Kalanaga and
41 Ranges of Mills, from salling or bartering ginger, cobton, pepper, aud every othor
article, the produce of their country, in the plains of Cachar, at the Banskandee and
bungm.mnn, a6 has been their custom,

424, —With rﬂ%l:l {0 the road cammencing from the eastern bank of the Jeeree
tinued oid Kalanagn sad Kowpoom, ns far as the Valley of Monipur ; affer

|

..?.. oad has been finished, the lhlliadl;ywill keep it in repuirs, so as to enable liden

g to puss during the cold an 1 :
‘Offtcors be sent, to examing or superintend the, same, the Rajah will agree to
“thing theso Oflicers may suggest, _
gt_ai._—e-W-ilih_rafmnne {o the intercourse already oxisting between the territories of
ritish Government nrid those of the Rajah, if the intercourse bo further extended, <

will be well in cvery respect, and it will be Lighly advantageous to both the Rajal

country. In order, therefore, thut this may gpeedily take place, the Rojah, ab

requisition of the British Government, will furnish « quota of Nugus to aswist at the

iion of the rond.

I tho overit of war withi the Barmess, it troops bo sent to Manipur, eithor )

that country or to advance beyond the Ningthee, the Rajab, at the requisition
ritish Government, will provide hill porters to gssist in trapsporting the ammuni-
—1In the event of anything happening on the Eustorn Prontier of the British
the Rujul will, when required, assist the British Governmest with o portion " !

soasons, Parther, at the naking of the road, it



" thé Sunnnputtes, the Maharanee retaining all the State

U R Ak AT
nmsgx‘(}owsrm}:tm srill,'-ﬂor' ﬁe-fmﬁ%m ot the British Goverr
grery mouthi & Statewsat of expenditure bo the British Officer attached to oy
. By the Treaty of 1834 the Kubo Valley was transferred
~ Manipur to Burma, and a money compensation was awarded
Rajah by the British Government in the shape of a sf
. Rs. 6,000 per annum. b

Meautime Gumblieer Singh died in January 1834 ; but the
of the time will be found suffic

0 Minube of Lord William Bentingl, 1835 ; : Siti 11 .
il e d i explained by the fullowing.
b Politic g ; R
#m s o #Ag&nt - from s farther Minute by :
William Bentinck, dated 7th February 1585 ;(— B
With regard to the petty Stale of Manipur, T cunnol in the
- expressed hy the late Commissioner of ite imporhn:m for, so far ?rum.oomideriiqg
 Misefol vabwork in the event of a war with the Barmege, I sm rather inclined o
s an useless and inconyenient post to defend, in doing whish we might lose, bub o
0 ghin no advintage, I have, however, enfered move than once into tlis subject,
- would refer, for my opinion generally onit, to my Minute of the 26th Muroh 1533,
. Sinve that period the Rajal, Gumbheer Sing, has died, aud his iufant con has
plaged on the guddee withont any disturbance of the g:‘;blir: peace under the
mors und emolunents

|t s mob my intention to enter into. the varions subjects adverted to in Major
" Report, bub marely to observe thut the medsures adoptod on the occasion ‘of it appear
have been judicious, and everything seems fo promise a state of tranquillity for the
“and confing myself to a few observations on the substance of the Sth paragraph of
Grant's Jetter and to tho Manipur Levy, to which It refers, it el

Major Grant suggests tiat “ it would Bo sdvisabile to plico 200 men of the Ti
j g :

the solé and im te contral of the British Officer in Manipur. The mosb

coafidence could be placed in the fidelily to him of the men so atlache

form a auciens, round which the people would nssemble to carry into

Goyproment.” f : ,

Where the polioy of identifying ourselves with the interestsof fhis petiy State

| af least questionable, it does not appear to be n matter of imporiance to atinin the of
‘of Mujor Grant’s proposition ¢ and if it were, itis doubtiul how far fhe wmeans
mended are adaqiate to the end, for T opnour in the, opinion expressed by Mr, Bober
Jon this point, that, unless cemented by the reeeipt at his hands of a regular pay, N
relinnce could be plaged on the adharence to the British Officer ab niput of |
portion uf the Levy that may be placed nominally under his control..

My objections, however, are not limited to this point alone, but extend to
Munipur Levy in general, On' this Body I have alveady exprossed my . opinion,
tve now only to repest that T eaunot decide, on any one point of view, the #ipe
- pdvantage of maiutaining it It consists pominally of 3,000 mon, but!so i
| disciplined, that, as a military force either for offence or defence; it cannot

*raspest be considered elicient or important ; and it might certainly, so fax os ou
‘ure concarned, be much more advantageonsly veplacad. on opcasion by a Detachim

1 Bylhet than retatiod on its presont dubious and unsatistactory footing, |

- 80,000 ov 40,000 sonls, the keeping up of this Levy draws one individual in of . th
" most able-bodied from the number to an unproductive military ocoupation; from profi
mercaniile or aizrioultural piarsnits ;. the extension of the latter being, it is _1_1mlarsg¢

16 it ho true that the whole population of the Manipur State does hn':lg g
welve

Y thie. atmost importanse to 'the prosperity: of the Stefe circumstanced aa it ids

thorefore prefor, iff our connection with Manipur is to be continued, placing
- small garrison of our own troops fo retuiniag 2o large a portion of its scanty pop:
o for military duties, T e

* As the connection of the British Government with the Manipur 'Lew
snpply of mmmunition to the: Levy have cessed, this clause is innpplieable to
oircumstances, v * e N Yigrah
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‘this measure be resolved wpon, Major Grant’s seryices eam be go longer
Manipur. Hp has, by the Regulalions of the service, become ineligitle for:
pyment he is in by lis promotion fo . régimenial majority, sud he may.
ly Be pluced at the disposal of the Commander-in-Chief. ’
preservation of a friendly intercourse, and ag s medinm of communication with |
Manipnr Government, and; s oeeasion mny requiro, with the Burmese Authorities

frontier, and more especially to prevent border feuds and disturbances which might |
oetilities between the Mauipurians and the Burmese, it may be wecessacy W o

 Offiper in the sharaeter ol Polilical Agent in thet quarter.  Lieutenant Gordon, |
ability, intelligonce, nnd loval knowledge have more than once been bmuﬁbh'
sbly to the notice of Government, seems to be well yualified for this sithution, and T/
B to propose that ha may be sppointed to it on @ cousolidated salury of Re. 1,000

Tieatenant Gordon will receive his instructions from, and correspond. direetly with, i
werotary to Govertiment of Bongal in the Political Department. :

On the death of Gumbheer Singi in 1884, hig infant son, Cﬁundef

Kirtee Sing, the present Rajah, was &)

placed upon the throne of Mani-

: _ par by the Senaputty Nur Sing,

hilst. the Senaputty himself became Regent. Subsequently frequent
tempts were made by different Chiefs to obtain possession of the
¢, but all were frastrated, and three of the leaders lost their lives,
ength in 1844 the mother of the young Rajah made an attempt to,

irder the Regent Nur Sing. The attempt failed. Nuor Sing was:

erely wounded, but many of the participators were apprebended, and
young Rajah. This flight was treated as an abdication of the throne

Chunder  Kirtee. Sing, aud the Regent Nur Sing became the, '
Rajuh, and was formally vecognised as such by the British

vetnment on the 28th September 1844, From this' time; however, = =

rumours of intended attacks are said to bave been unceasing, Iw
84T it was reported that. one Chief was about to invade. Manipur.
h a force from Ava, and the Manipuri Princes in Cachar were

i rimdbg' Government that. they weve linble to be removed into
e e 4 .

heir proceedings were such as to ereate disturbances in,

Sachar or on the borders of Manipur. In 1850, however, three,
nees concerted measures: for another attack of Manipar, and all’ -
ere killed, Shortly afterwards Nur Sing died and was succeeded

brother Debindro Sing. ' N
The most important eventiof the: period which: followed was the i
recognition and guarnion. of - accossion of Churder Kirtee Sing, the.

iy :ﬁ- %?mbﬂﬁgnf present Rajah, and the subsequent

special recognition of the latter by
the British- Government. The facts |

folljiw :&Dehindrp--Sing had suceeeded to the throne on. the &
hoof his brother Nur Sing;e At, the same time, Chunder Kirtee
the ex-Rajub, who had been carvied away by his mother in. 1844 )

f‘& y Ranee, fearful of  the consequences, fled from the country with the, (. '

dethronement of Debindro Sing, the i



s |
after the attempted murder of the Regent,
ond appeared prepared to support it by foree of arms. Un
' enmstances, and at the earnest recommendation of Captain Ma
who had for some time succeeded to the post of Political
. British Government recognised the succession  of Dshindro 8ing:
. ganctioned the apprehension of Chunder Kirtee Sing and the re
of both the Ix-Rajah and his mother to Dacca, in order to prev
contest which might be attended with serious results. Accord)
. Chander Kirtee Sing was arrested, but managed to effect ki
" from his guards, and again advanced to assert his elaim to the !
Meantime Captain MacCulloch withheld the rec mition of Debindre
. Sing; and it was fortunate that he did so, for the cause of Chuand J_
" Kirtee Sing rapidly gained strength, whilst that of Debindro S
declined, until at length the former succeeded in gaining possession off
the throne and became de faeto Rajah. i U
But, notwithstanding Chunder Kirtee Sing’s success, attempts
were frequently made by Debindro Sing, or one or other of his brother
‘to invade Manipur ; and in 15851, in order to check these attacks an
put a stop to the anarchy which resulted from them, Capta
&ncCulloch made cerfain propositions which are here given
catenso ;- ' T
' Ayyprohending troubles’ I recommendod th. moval of Kirteo Chunder to
My recommendation was, por letter No. 1271, duted § 7th May 1850, aceeded fo ; bu
having been carried into effcet, he escaped from Cachar, aid having @i O8SAES
of the throue, the circumstances of the country, judging from the late contests and

o }

existing rumonrs of others, ar to be sbout to return to the state tﬁg are degn

by Captain Pemberton to have been in hefore connection with the British Governme

comnuenced.

I beg to state most respoctfully that in my opinion the establishment of %;nd )
and the maintenanee of authority in this country ocan be effected only by the Bri
Government, In o country which, like this, owes its existence, and owns ihay it

| 40, tothe British Government, the influence of that Government ought, I humbly don

: to be paramount and capuble ul effecting this ; but oft-repenied contosts for the
. have lessened that influence, and will, X fear, it not prevented, destory it even
altogether : a suecessful attempt from Burma would do so at once. '

Towards the effecting of good order and maintenance of aathorily the & tion
of British troops in Li’anipur would be the most effvctbunl means. The
hawever, could not be paid either in whole or part, and I have not conte

| %his measure ; but « 1d0re formal acknowledgment of the Rajah, with u dedl

| gthat he will nob recoguize as Rajah any Prince who by force may disposeess bim,
would, I think, prove a strong check upon these frequent attacks, would induce
a feeling of seourity in the Authorities, snd with that an nclination to 3
rather than grind the people, and in this wmagnver put » stop to these contests.
the throne, so injuriousto:ﬁs country and British interests, ' !

I beg to 'state that the Manipurians are, in civilization only, a
dogrec superior to the wild tribes by whom they are surrounded, and ¥
oveur, in spite of the dealuration I have above suggested should be made, ]

. successful attemopt may be made against the Rajab. In such cage the iuterference
“our troops might bé required; but [ irust the dreud of the British Gow

" may be sufficient to deter the boldest from wttempting to aclieve the p

Q"' ' what he wonld know he could not hold, -

(1 1 ;-?ly to these recommendations, Captain MacCulloch was
~ on the 8rd October 1551 that the British Government bad heret
. abstained from interference in  settling the succession fo th

| iy 2w




e but that, under the cireumstancos, be was anthorized
Eﬂ'bﬁc.‘s\_‘m‘vﬁl of the determination of the British Government

hold the present Rajah, and to resist and punish any partics
ting hereafter to dispossess him.” This declaration appears to
ave done hut little towards snppmasit;f either the rumours of atincks '
'j.h_s attacks themselves. Meantime the Court of Directors remarked
in a despateh dated oth May 1852 :— -
- ""Mhs position which you have assumed, of pledged protectors of the Rajah, imyposes
, B8 A& necessary onsequence, the obligation of stgampting to guide him by your
but, it needful, of protecting his subjects against oppression on bis part; other-
urgx;:};&ée. of his rule may be the cause of inflicting on them a continuance of
. From this time to the temporary retivement of Major MacCulloch
e { ; from the Political Ageney in 1861
Londition of Muuipur under Chunder  thaye ocours very little worthy of
Kirtes Sing, 1851 to 1861, . \ : : 21
Bl notice respecting Manipur in the
oreign Department Records, 'The conduct of the Rajah during the
utiny was reported to have been praiseworthy, and the satisfaction of
Government was accordingly expressed on this subject, In 1859, in conse-
nence of some aggressions of the southern tribes upon the Manipuris;
ntity of powder and lead to the value of Rs. 2,500 were given by
erument to the Rajah.
' . _ (hd In February 1861 the Civil
w n?b:il_t;f-‘s!é ff the Political Agenoy - inance Commission proposed the
o s (pp e abalition of the Manipur Agency.
Tmmediately afterwards Major MacCulloch intimated his intention
ubmitting an application for leave to England, and requested to be
mmed  whether Government intended appointing a successor to his

~In reply he was informed that Government had no such

tention,

Major MacCulloch next submitted, on th;f 18th July 1861,

> g the following Memorandum on the

%nfgﬂ‘im by Major MacCulloch, 8th . gyties of a Political Agent  of
A 3 Manipur :—

.. A Politieal Agent was firsh appointed for the preseryntion of o friendly interconrse

a8 o mediom of communtestion with the Mamipur Government, and as occasion

‘require with the Burmese Authorities on the Frontier, and iwore espocially to
border fends and disturbances which might lead to hostilities bstween the
urians and the Durmese, s :

Report on Mnniﬁur, printod bg Governmenfi, will inform yon of the many

, gineo the Rajah Gumbheer Singh's death (when the Political Agent was firsh
ted), made to upset the ruling Princes. To prevent these often-recurring oftacks,

varnment, in' 1851, avowed publicly their determination to uphold the present Rajah,

to resist and to punish an ies uttempting hereafter to dispossess him : ihm

al addéd to the duties of the Political Agent. The Court of Directors said—* The

tion, however, whiclt yon have assumed, of pledged protoctors of the Rajah, imposes

s 4 mecessary consequence, the oblightion, not only of attempting to guide him £

your advice, but, if needful, of protecting his subjects ngainst oppression on his part ;
cour gunrantes of his rule may be the cause of inflicting on them a continuanes
less fyranny. | [T'he obligation thus incurred may ba found embarrassing, bnt if

evertheless, be fulflled, and, while needless interfercnce is of course to be syoided,”

| expect, as the price of the protection ufforded hiw, fhe Dajal will submit 1o onr




G T ) i . 7 ’ e
msintaining a sufficient check over the genoral conduo aﬁ his  Adm o
. 'prevent. it Prom bieing oppressiva to the people and discreditable to the Geyerny ;
gives it _an'}?or’ﬁ," iis I8 very strofig—Lloo strong, indeed, fox the cirewmnstancss of
conn ou will observe in" my printed account that the whole system of Governin

Jlginee firsh its establishment in Manipur is oppressive. in the extreme, yot,
abused, it is not complained of. Nﬂg]m interforence is to bo avoided—-and
course, be considered needless were ouo to interfere with a whle dyatein,
not done, for that wonld haye heen to subivert averything ; bl particnlur cases
on bheir faces oppression not required fo earey out the particular system under. w
| eountry is governed, T have considered to be of the nature of those that shonld be
fered with ; and T have, ecnsoguently, provented such. Manipuris are now Joud
complaining ; fhiis formerly they were slraid of doing « but every complaing rog)
eonsideration, not only on its bwn merits, but with reference fo the system of Eave:
which has been handed down to ihem by their ancestors, I consider that Esby
this system must be modified, and in fact, in my own tine, it has much changed.
amuch i8 fagquired o be done, and to keep up a salutary chock, eonaplaint must be' énno :
wnd, not diseauraged,  Many complaints will be worthless, bitt still tho heaving of th ;
Aill give you an insight into the peenliar system which caanes be got by merely rwdhﬁ'f'g_
amy ateount or papers in thie Otfica. . _E )
The hill people require much aitention, and these on the Burmese Trontier’ mo
espaciadly, It was tho dread of their lawless liahits tlist led to the aprointment !
Agent here, These people are now pretty well in hand, Tt is principally towards 8
that apprehensions of tie Hillaien commilting brawhes of the pence of the Frondi g
‘arrying off cattle, &0, are to be eutertaincd.  Between these auen and, the southeri
. tribos the peopls are quiet s and all thuf is. wantod there is 116 see that! teaders are
“iimpeded in passing throwgh thom by petiy plundering, 1n the south occasional
the tribes take place, and 1 have had soveral vomplaints from the Burmese Authori
consequenes, These 1aids they nsually sttribute to poople in tha Manipur tersi ory
Avhilss they are mostly committed by men to the south ot ‘our boundary, the N umeailt ]

" River. South of the Numsailung are some powerful friles, w & whon | Man

" mothing : in fach to thut part no Manipuri has ever ponatrated, and even as far as
Numsailung no one hut mysell has ever atteapted to procead.  Tha peoploas far ng

U Numssilang bave all submitted to me and will ohay my orders, and my .uano ig, g
" those to the south of it, This quarter will cliim much attention, but T hope notiting
ocour requiring much investigation, for thero is no ono who could assist you mueh in il
matter.  You might, however, find Gnargorobw Jemadar, & person who conld nssist yon
Tittla in referonce to the Kookies ; and he is well nequainted with the other tribes;

. Phukloecs, who are Anals, and under my superintendence, ol

Tangatel, Pulel, Aimole, Konggang, and Soobong must not be allowed unrie

| gl to be interfored with, These ara villuges on the principal line of routs to
! who carry riee to the Thunal and give coolies on public service.

On the wostern side, the Kouposee tribe requires much attention. Through thom (hy
Mapipur road ruos, and on their presence depends its efficiency 5 they have much :
work to perform for the Crovernment, which must not be unnecessarily inorensed.
willages of this tribe, whick had deserted their po itions, T have re-established, and,
$heir ra-establishmont insisted that oppression shall not be the cause of their in
them.  These villages do worlk for tho Rajah, bus under my confrol. The w :
between the Darak and Jeeree wers by Treaty given to the Rajuli ; one of the condi
" s that ho would not oppress ‘their inhabitants- or prevent them froely baki
products to the markets ab Luckipore, Oodarbund, or elsowhore, This was special : the
order ol the Court of Directors applies to alk o )

. Bosides thieso there is the Angames trives which will require attention ; th
pur Government ought not there unnocessarily to iuterfere. Our Governm
otgsed to have anything to siy to that tribo but o allow the Manipuris to do
wished in that direetion woul r

B0 the Angnmees are
“otherwise do. In the month of Mera it was agreed that an ox
 the Anganace Hills: Twould urge it.

" fn thekille all ronnd tho valley; ond to the west hoyond ' thie Barak dud Mo
.are Kookies over whom T exercise a gonoral superintendence to prevent opprossion
, driven {rom their bomes by their enemics i the. south. The lute




over the superintendence of ull these tribes to e,

ugs in connection with them for the establishment of alineof
the south of the Koupooees, v matter which came before the Governor General
The Subadar, who was general manager under me, & deod; but the inter.

Tumpoos remain, and be of use in matters connected with this people.
|

veny as much us possible the selling of slaves by Kookies, and decline ali.ufuther b M
s old cauises of complaint wrising from a time when they were quite out of any
but their own passions, :

yond the Manipur bourdary sre the Soote and Lioosai tribes, These wre both

il and dangerous, but af present they profess friendship, snd [ encourage them to
and go, though, i it were possible, the Soots tribe should be attacked, In econnecs

with these people, and a8 u_profection to the south of the valley, the Rejah and I s A

estahlished in the south villages of Kookies, to whom are given arins, and whom we
sepoy villages. They are to he unrestricted iu their cultivation, and. have fo send
ats to wateh the tribes at the senson whon they are most able to move abont and do

sohif.  These sopoy Villages are xot quite settlad, bub by cave they might be brought g,

» & proper state of usefuiness,

Tt is necessary to profect traders of all dmipl-inns who visit the valley  itself to
rade in i, o who pass through it to Burma for that purpose. All who pass through for

fhat purpose get passes from me, and when they return I sce the cattle they bring, and
after having inspected them, my servant, Nansekpa Hazoree, collects the tax, pays it fo.
 the Rajal, gets the proper Mohurs, and tends them on. This is dove to provent delsy
oppression, which would take place were the business left to the Rajah's people alone,

Jgr: Treaty heavy duties are not {o be exacted on commodities. It bng been my
laayour to enconrage trade by every mesns in my power ; and the present traflic, now
retty coneiderable; would entirely stop were I to refrain to take the tronble I do about if.
do not think vou will have many complaints, at least for sevoral years I have not, but I

| obtaived immuuity only from prompt measures, and gometimes severe ones. I do not
| think there is anything else much requiring notice here except the subjech of slavery.
| Formerly slaves were token into Burma, and there exchanged for ponies, &0 Thic 1 have

tirely stopped ; but, though stopped, the trade is not detested, and were it thought thay © |

"E'i!;t.mtiun was not direeted to this point, it might revive. 1 would therefore occasionally
4\}&& concorning it, and expross strong defermination to punish any one breaking the
probibition. Manipuris from Cachar sometimes come here and clsim people as. their

wves : when I hear of such, I éntirely disullow any procuedings.
An allowanee is paid to Munipur for the giving ap of the Kubboo Valley to the
: . This allowance Sonut Rupees 00 per month is paid to the reigning
jah, &., &o., &,
_Bubsequently on the 18th August 1861, Major MacCulloch trans-
. mitted the followiuﬁg communication from the Rajah of Manipur to
the Governor General :— .
by (After wmal compliments,)

0 bag to state that the Political Azent at Manipur has prepared himsolf to obﬁn'n
‘and go to his Native country, but I learn that no person will be appointed as his

 Mhis circumstance will place the territory in danger. Manipur was roined

\the Burmese, but the British Goverhment, haviug re-established it, appointed w
litiosl Agent thers. From the fact of a Huoropean Officer having been stationed st
nipur to settle all the affairs of the Burmese Frontior, the people of my territory
‘in peace and without any fear. There ie an order of Gevernment to the affect that
50 Prince would create rebellion and commit slaughter. From this order, as well as from
the presenoe of & Political Officer, the geople of this country feel more confident than
that no misforttine will befall this plase. Should an evil occur in this territory,
‘1o one but the Government to which an application can be nsde for its removal,
aabitants of Bengal, Noags, Burma, and. Manipur are now trading to different
s in safety ; but if there be no Political Agent at Manipur, the people thereof will
fear, be able to enjoy peace sud tranquillity. [ therefore ‘beg that Yonr
will take ths foregoing cireuwstances into your consideration and adopt such

way be deemed proper.




. The Memorandum of Major 'Maccanaéi;a: nd  thi
: the Rajah of Mani

o inion of the Bengnl Goveroment tpon ¢ rrod to. the: Bengal |
-%e.raten-tion of the Political Agency. ferred to the Bengal

for an expression of opinion
whether the Licutenant-Crovernor saw any serions diffienlty in tr
ferring the duties of the Agent in M anipur  to the Superintendent:
Cachar. In reply the Lieutenant-Governor submitted the opini
- Captain Stewart, the Superintendent of Cachar, together with h
|| Views. ; . i
The Superintendent of Cachar considered that the peace of Mavi-
© pur and of the Bastern Froutier required that a European Officer should '
veside at Manipur. The capital is 132 miles from Cachar, from w
it is separated by seven ranges of hills varying from 2,000 to 7,000
. high and four large rivers unbridged. Shonld the Politieal Agen
' withdeawn, the wild and savage tribes of Nagas and Kookies, snerot
ing the valley of Manipur, would be np in arms; whilst the M
. putis themselves, who are already divided into a dozev  fach
would split against the present Rajah, and each endeavour to place
| own man upon the throne. ' Under these circumstances Captain 8
| expressed the opinion that, separated as Manipor is from Cachar, |
Officer resident at Manipur should be authorised to aet independent
‘being responsible to Government alone ; but if it were resolved
 abolish the Agency, then he would recommend . the appointment
young Military Otficer as an Hixtra Assigtant to ‘be Resident at |
Jmr ander the anthority of the Superintendent of Cachar. -
] iieutenaut_-ﬁovemm' endorsed the views of Captain Stewart, and
 expressed the opinion that, owing to the inadequacy of military fo
in that quarter, the Bengul Provinces iere deeply concerned in the
continuance of tranquillity beyond the Cachar Frontier. :

The Government of India accordingly determined to maintain &
Agency. But in October 1863 the question of its abolition or reten
tion was again raised. - Pending the consideration of the question th
. Agency tecords were removed to Sylthet. Mr. H. Beveridge, the Office
.. deputed to remove the records to Sylhet, gave his opinion on the snbj

He was “ decidedly of opinion that the Agency ought nat fo be aba%i
ed” His chief reason for this opinion was that he believed the Raj
*ihe Ministers, and the people all wished that the Agency shoul
continned. The reasons also for which the Agency was established
existed, Aun. Agent was requived to arbitrate disputes on the Burm:
frontier, and Manipur being surrounded by hill tribes, he said there

" mo douht that & Politieal Agent could be of great service to both the
" and to Manipur by using his infiuence o check law lessness on the one

. and oppression on the other, and that the removal of the Political A
. would be the signal for disorder, There were several Princes in C
. and Sylbet, he remarked, ready to re-enter Manipur and renew t
conflicts on the first opportunity.  He also considered that the in
sntovoourse between Munipur and Cachar and the tea-planters m:
_presence of a Political Agent in Manipur even more desirabl




loter dated 10th Febraary 1564, the B‘ﬁ ‘himsolf
r¢ Government of India to place an officer in Manipur. (1)
he believed the country would sustain injury if no officer were
ued there, and asked that Colonel MeCulloch might be re-appoint- |
S . Phe Bengal Government covsidered that, if it were determined to
#holish the Ageney, the relations of Government with Manipur might
he conveniently managed by the Superintendent of Cachar, acting under
orders of the Loeal Government. Tt was finally decided by the ¢
vernment of India to maintain an Agentat Manipur. The following = 0
an extract of the orders passed :— _
The past history of the sountry shows that no Chist Lias boen able to manage the
0 they have one and all proved crnel, oppressive, and weak. The country hag beah
v'gocne of civil wurs, murdérs, ‘devastation, and misery uader the uomiua.r wonfrol of
Chiels ; while, as a rule, ?m. order, and comparative prosperity reigned whilea =
sh- Agrent was present. In addition to these srguwmonts in favour of the appointment
1 Agent is the pirowmnstioes that indigenous fen has been found in large  quantities
rough the couniry : the knowledgo of this will ere long mnke it the resort of
Baglishmen in wreat numbers, It will be diflieult, thercfore, if not impossible, to prevent
. ﬁmhm; vollision betweon them and the outives, unless o British Officer is on {he.sput.

(O the othier hand, Masipur is too distant and too diflienlt of necess 0 he properly
: by the District Oficer at Cachar,  Captain Stewari, the Superintendeut, states
6 Manipur is 132 miles from Cachnr “over seven ranges of hills, cach from 2.000'to
D0 feen 11 height, and across four IM’FG rivers unfordable during the tor part of | s
year and not admitting of boats,” The post tukes soven days in the dry seasonand 0
i in the raing, (T e
© Tastly, bat not least, both the Chief himself and his people desire to have a '
British .Agent among them ; they have teld Captain Stewarh that the presenca of ong iy
usl to'n brigade as reg the security of the country, The Governor General in
loundil is, therslore, of opinion that it isexpedient that there should be an Ageut i@t Mani-
r, and wiltl communicate herealter the name of the officer whom he selects for the
ointment, J

~ On the Agency being ro-established Colonel MeCulloch was again
appointed Political Agent.(?)
. Various officers have since then held the appointment, and have
deavoured with more or less success to indace the Maharajah to behave
& propriety to his own immediate subjects, and the hill tribes owning
i nominal allegiancée to his Government. But since Colonal
eUulloch’s time none has been more successful than Lientenant-Colonel
nstone who took charge in September 1877 and has with occasional J
sences on leave remained there up to date. : +,
~ The Ageney was from 1856 ander the (flirﬁtl control of the Govern-
b3 . ment o is.  In 1867 Sir Jy
R 55 Ao gy, Lawrence proposed its transfer to
t of Bengal, but the Lieutenant-Governor (Sir W, Grey) objected,

BN () Political Procesdings (dndin), Ayl 1864, No. 103
o O Politicul Proceedings (Indin), April 1864, Nog. 104 to 106.
Political Proceedings (India), April 1864, No. 108,

(*) Political Proceedings (Yudia), April 1564, No. 111.




~on the ground that the Agent might, at s
 mactions with Burma with which a Local Government was nof
to deal. Tt would suffice if copies of reports relating to tribes bi
" ing on Bengal were forwarded by the Agent to the Bengal Secret
When the Assam Chief Commissionership was formed, the Agent
otdered to forward his letters through the Chief Commissione
flying seal, and he and the officers of Manipur have now been pk
_entirely under the control of the Chief Commissioner. £ iy

For many years after the aceession of Chunderl-)Kirt-ee S_i:;ig,.
J i ur was disturbed by raids o
Modern raids on Manipur, {; i) by i Sing}; _Kanai_-
Goknl Sing, and other members of the Royal Family, with the object
driving Chunder Kirtee from the throne. The British Government ook
| steps to prevent and punish such enterprises, and sinee 1866 they have
| entirely ceased, their possible leaders baving either died in confine
' ment or being still detained under surveillance at a distance from
frontier. \ ' T Al

Tt has been suspected that not a few of the raids of Lms
other Lillmen on Manipur and even on British territory were instigat
" by members of the Manipur house, = Of the Lushais we shall hear m:
. in the next chapter, but it will be convenient to bring together here a
' that is on record of the connection of Manipur with that and
" tribes, even though in so doing the narrative has to assume some kno

" ledge of what follows.

1t is unnecessary here to enter into detai]sf regn;ﬂi'r;g the l}nd e
_ ] ropensities of the Lushais,  In -
- A gem- 1571 they bad commilted raids
in Cachar, Sylhet, Munipur, and Hill Tipperah, and were at the samel
time at feud with the Kamhows or Sokties, a tribe liyving to the Fohﬁ%
of Manipur; and their aggressions had become so unexampled in viol
as to lead to an expedition being sent against them at the end of th
vear by the British Government, in which the levies of Manipur W
. invited to join. The expedition was extremely successful, The
of Vonpilal, Poiboi, and Vonolel, the mosrf powerfal Chiefs,
veduced to submission by the British troops, the fine imposed was
‘hostages accompanicd the force on its return, and guarantees
given of free passage through the country in future for )
agents. Previous to the withdrawal of fhe Manipur troops from
Lushai country several of the Chiefs entered into an engagement
_the Manipuri auihorities also to keep the peace with Manipur for
future. Several of them afterwards visited Manipur and there renew
their engagement. After the expedition Lushai raids into Pritish ter
tory éntirely ceased, but this can hardly be said with regard to suc
vaids on Manipur territory. The Iushais have but little
communication with Manipur, and the Political Agent has few deal
and little influence with them. The Deputy Commissioner of €
1§ regarded throughout the Lushai country as the Burra Sakeb. .




S Kl

¢y to be followed by Manipur with regard to the Lushais
) s A was laid down by the Government of
W.ﬁxﬂwnur towards  India in a Jetter to the Political
NSy . Agent, No. 1127P., dated 30th June
) of which the following is an extract :— '

1 is essontial that similar measures for the extablishment of friendly relations with

Lushais should be adopted from the side of Manipur, sud that the Raja snd his

should be mtmimif from commiting rggressions on theso tribee. I ar thersfore

nest that you will impress ont tho Raja, in the mosi emphatic manner possible,

t whilo he shonld take all necessary mensures {or the protection of his froutier, no

roveked aggression on his part can be permitted, and that he must take effective steps

¢ his mghjeot Kookies understand this, and to punish rigorously any disobedience

tstruetions.

ine of policy was again confirmed after the Lushai expedition.

h October 1572, the Government of Indin referred the Political Agent

10 ahove letter as showing the general policy to be pursued by

ipur towards the Kookies and Lushais.(?)

. The following year the Political Agent reported that the Lushai

e gl Chief, Damboom, who, with his

't:ﬂcfn‘égz?:hoﬁtmﬁwﬂﬁt i followers, had seftled in the Manipur

- hills o the south of the valley,
paid a visit to Manipur, The Manipur Authorities tried to kee

1§ visit a secret, and the Political Agent, having heard of the Chief’s

rival, sent for him privately. He promised to come, but did not do

0, 88 he was hurried out of the capital that afternoon. The Maharajah’s

explavation was not considered by the Political Afgent‘ to be satisfactory,

He, however, said he would send for Damboom, i required, and did so.
hoom duly arrived, and was brought to the Agent, Dr. Brown.
Brown took the opportunity of asking him to explain to the
ais that it was the desire of the British and Manipur Govern-

ents to remain at peace with them, that every protection wounld be
orded them should they desire to trade with Manipur, and to assure
1 that trade and free communication were most desirable. Dy, Brown,
rting this, said he considered that a personal visit to the Lushai
7and an interview with the Chiefe and inhabitants wonld be
productive of much good. He was not sure whether such a course
ould be practicable and safe, but asked the permission of Government
P‘_ﬂm the attempt. Damboom thought that such a visit might be
de with safety, but would not state positively that the Chiefs would

“the Agent, though he promised to brinitilnformation ou the sub-

. Damboom was, however; detained in the

shai country when he A

rnied thither, and was not allowed to return to Manipur. Dr. Brown’s' A i1

roceedings with regard to Damboom were approved, but hie was told not
isit the Lmshai conntry without the express sanction of the Govern-

of India. The Bengal Government was of opinion that the

1l Agent should only be allowed to enter that portion of the

" (%) Political Procsedings. (Indin), Fuly 1870, No. 275,
(?) Politieal Proceedings (Tndis), Noyember 1872, No, 104,
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G};uefs to do s0. ’I‘he Lmntenmt»ﬂovernor, however, 'bhg:g that

going there conld do but little good, and that it wmﬂd -
that he ghould encourage the Lushais to come, mto a:ni
hlm {1y ' i
I 1877, it was rg!pormd that fm' some rvears revmusly th

: ving'in Manipur te
.M;unlp11:_3rfli§1111;?a;:on to the Tnshai | i the \*ﬂl g“ ad;w.eent ﬁhﬁ

{  voad from Cachar to M
sifiered severely from. repea‘ted raids by Lushais subjeet

© Lalbura, and Lengkam.  The Manipuii guards at Kala ‘\T"'

Kowpum had been attacked and defeated more than once and
proved unahle to protect the Kapni Nagus, Such was the
instilled by the Lushais that a large tract of country bad
deserted, and theve was scarcely 'a village to be found to the
of the line of road, the inhabitants having flel to Cachar
. removed further north, . The: Maharajah of Mampur having as
tained that the Lushai Chiefs Poiboi and Lengkam were willin
estahlish friendly relations with the Kapni Nagas, proposed, in
1877, to send a deputation to Tipai Mukh to conciliate these
i3 Lapt.am Durand, the Ofliciating Agent, informed the De uty Cow
~ sioner . of Cachar thut the Mabarajah was sending the deputation
 added that be thonght it would be better if the  Lushai (}hmf i
invifed into Cachar by the Deputy Commissioner. The deputation.
arrived in Cachar, but the Deputy Commissioner disapproved of
rocecding to Tipai Mukh, where they expected to meet the L
?t appeared that the Mampuns proposed only to enter into treaty
' Poiboi and Lengkam, and had bronght presents only for these C
 The Deputy Commissioner feared that the Chief Lalbura would resen
the fact of his being overlooked ; but he wevertheless allowed. . th
“deputation to go to Tipai Mukh to renew overtures with the man
of Poiboi and Lengkam, and, if the Chiefs were still digposed f
i into engagements, to ask for an interview with one Chief, and req
him to convene a meeting of all the Chiefs to consider the que
~of futuve relations.  Some of the heads of the deputation;, how,
- went beyond Tipai Mukh and visited Poiboi, contrary to the
tions given them. They were well received by Poiboi, who agr
their propoaals, but dissuaded them from going to Lengkam i
o though that Chief sent men to escort t%om This  slight
. Lengkam ; but his mantries said that if the presents were brm*
100 would, no doubt, agree to live in amity with the Kapni Nagas
© The Chief Commissioner of Assam ohjected to all this that
conld not give the Deputy Commissioner of Cachar permission
asa ntedium in sach negotmtmns till the Muhara3ah ata.ted plam
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, to make with the Tushais, and formally engaged

t, iy the eve ‘disputes avising as to his observance of the ¢on-'
5, he would abide implicitly by the Chief Commissioner’s decision.

also requested the Political Agent to inform the Maharajah that,
he was willing to assist him, be felt assured that no negotia-
bons would have any lasting effect, while be failed to protect his
ountry by force of arms. The Government of India approved the:

Cowmissioner’s orders, but requested that the Mabarajnh might
ouraged from sending such deputations, the effect of which .

‘be to cause complications with the tribes on the British

The country inhabited by the Kamhow or Sootie (sometimes called
" Sooktie and Soktie) tribe Jies to the .
_ south of Manipnr and east of the
‘Toorool or Manipur river, that is between the cmmt.rf inhabited by
Lushais proper and the territory of the Rajah of Knlé* who is a
ibutary of Burma. Yatole, the present Chief of the Sooties, lives
the village of Molbhem, which lies far iu the interior.(') The
inipuris consider this tribe to be a much more formidable one than
ushai, They are a constant source of trouble to them, and have
times rendered the southern portion of Manipur uninhabitable, |
‘are constantly raiding, and Colonel Johnstone thinks the cause
all this is probably that the Sooties are being driven forward by
Shindus, a powerful confederacy living to the south-east of the
fagong  Hill Traete.  The Lushais hold the Sooties in great
, and are falling back before them. They arve well supplied
firc.arms, supposed to be procured from Burma, whenee they -
. obtxin their ammunition. They have never had any dealings
ver with the British Government. The Chief, Kamhow, after

tions with the Kambows or Sooties,

The district of Kulé, which, as has been before observod, forms the southern
v f Kubbo, extends n short distance heyond the confluencs of the Kathé Khyoung
th the Ningthee to Mutoogzaundeo, on the right hauk of the latter river. The present
wa, or chieftain fributary to Ava, is, according fo Lientenant Moleod, & Shan,

oal descendant of the uncient chiefiains of that disfrict, which the Raju ssid
fortnerly nearly down to the junction of the Ningthee and Irmawaddy rivers.

_present it is sub-divided into 12 small districts, with four towns and three hundred
aixly villages, and is supposed altn(ﬁthar fo contain aboul 20,000 houses, and 100,000
of every dewrighh:u. The Raja adwmitted, however, that the population had
deeressed since the last census was faken in 1784 AD. That portion of his

whao reside .in the plains - is almost entirely com of ‘Shans, while those on

Jls west of Kulé are all Kvens, or wild mountains tribes, who tfender bui a very
foot sabimission to his authority. The foree kept np by the Kulé Ruja principally

ney, he might be sble to raise a foree of 5,000 men from among

of ‘these Kyeus, who are only occasionally called upon; and it is probable’ that

¢ase of extreme urgency,
‘}m and Kyens; hut tha Intter could never be depended upon for service beyond his 0

striof, snd even then reverse would cause (heir immediate dispersion, and return
fustnesces in the hills."—Pemberion’s Report on the Eastern Frontier, pp,

(*) Polities) Procesdings Erndia), August 1872, No. 14,
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‘or the tribe is named, died in 1568, but Yatole, the

is often called Kamhow when referred o as' the prineip

or head of the tribe. From the isolated position of the
‘there is not much trustworthy information regarding them.

1875 the general opinion amongst the best informed autho
| in Manipur was that at least 2,000 men, two-thirds of them ari
muskets, would be available in the event of an attack being “mad
. the villages in the interior. ' EhR i o

. The Sooties are old and formidable foes of Manipur.(*) &‘The
U 4 . ‘pur aufthorities say that
M%ﬁ?ﬁrﬁlﬁ?%mm against the Kam %u‘r Sing’s time {183‘4-5@
§i¥ made several raids upon M.
| villages and took possession of Mombee and Heeroway, within M
- territory, which are still occupied by the Kokatuug section
Sooties. In 1856 they commitfed a serious outrage on a hill
_in Manipur territory. ~ The Maharajah resolved fo punish them
_outrage, and in January 1567 sent an expedition 1,600 strong aga
| them. He was o impressed with the importance of the ‘operations
~ the expedition being brought to a successfal issue that, with the objes
 of encouraging his force, he accompanied it in person. It neve
ended in the disgraceful flight of the Manipur troops. They |
{o secure their Jine of communications, provisions consequently
short and, instead of falling hack on their line of advance, the
some skirmishing with the enemy, fled in confusion by ano
unknown route, along which it must have been known that they cot
not possibly obtain provisions. Colonel MeCulloch, who was,
Political Agent, believed sheer cowardice to have been the cause o
failure of the expedition. The troops basely left their Rajuh, who, wi
some twenty followers, arrived some days after they had reached t

valley.

i In April 1859, the Politieal Agent mpp;zted two serious aggress
. ) i . by the Kamhows on Manipuni g
5] Al ; :zons by the Booties reported iu jeets.(?)  The first was an &ftfhﬁk on o
- a Hankeep village near Shoogo
_not far from the southern frontier. The village was burnt  a
‘headless trunks of fifteen men were found. Forty-five men, .
and children were also carried into captivity, with their flocks and
The second aggression was an attack on Saitol, in which the vill
" burnt and a part of its herds driven away, but none of the people
 or captured.  After these attacks a line of posts was estabhshed for
. _protection of the south of the valloy and for the resistance of any
“den attack the tribes might make. g At

(*) Political Proveedings (India), Augustlls'?é, No, 20, i
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the Administration Report for 1863.60 it was stated that &
Megivur shd the Month after the Manipur force |

upto 1871, W returned from the expedition of

: 1857, the Saoties sent messengers to

and promised Colonel McCulloch not tomolest the Maharajabh’s:
jects further, that this promise had been adhored to, that they were
decidedly friendly, and traded freely with the valley, and fhat
whow reported regularly any suspicious doings amongsé the Lushais,
ould remain neutral, or even give assistance, in the event of theie
@ attacked by Manipur. This assertion that the Kamhows sub-
d to Colopel McCulloch after the expedition of 1857, and that
had vemained friendly from that time up to 1871, has been re-
1 by various officers, but no report of any such submission was
made by Colonel McCulloch to the Government of India:. On the
trary, the aggressions referred to in the foregoing paragraph show
hey were not friendly in 1850, and the Maharajah then applied
quantity of ammuuition on payment, so that he might be able to
faliate on this tribe, which was granted.(*) The Manipur authorities,
1872, aleo asserted that Kamhow raids hed cccurved at intervals
1857 to that year. They mentioned seven Kamhow raids on.
ipur villages which had taken place from 1857 to 1871 and two
ng the Imshai expedition, The recent raids prior to 1872 were,
wever, repudiated by the priucipal Chief. = When referred to about a
| committed on a Manipur village by the Kokatung section in 1871,

¢ declared that it was done without his anthority, and that he had
little control over the clan in question. The question whether,
this time, the Sooties were really friendly or hostile to Manipur,
therefore a dispuied one.  In the beginning of 1871, while the
ing men of the Lushais were raiding on Manipur and Cachar,
Sooties entered the Lushai country. and killed and carried off a
number of Lushais. The Sooties sent the beads of four of the

, killed on thisoccasion to Manipur. It wonld thus appear that

v were not then openly hostile to Manipur. R
'owards the end of 1871, when preparations were heiﬂg J;Ead?} for

: 4 the expedition against the Dushais,
mﬁj&m‘“ P | the Maharajah of Manipur, with the
M concurrence of the Political Agent,

st the Chief of the tribe to ascerluin what assistance he could
ywards the expedition.(*) The Chief replied that he was nnable
his tribe as the Lushais were then collecting in great force, and

- uot know whether their object was to attack his tribe or to set

(1) Political Proceedings (India;, May 1871; Nu. 676.
. Political Proceedings (India), August 1872, No. 3.
: - Political Proceedings (Indin), August 1872, No. 14
Foreign Consulfations, 6th May 1859, Nos. 232 and 333.
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Political Proceedings (Indix), May 1871, Nos, 576, 585, and 809.
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Maharajah with frie

Cexpressed a strong : _ wed cward an
Wonolel’s tribe of the Tmshais. They received strict. injunctior
to do so, but they do not appear to have heoded these injunctions,
few wooks after, a report was received that they had actually e
Vonolel's tribe, but without serious loss on either side, only three o
| Lushais being killed and one Sootie wounded. b 5

The Maharajah of Manipur supplied a contingent of about

Ca] ture of the Kamhow Chief Kokatung e fo seedt, fa e op;m i

4 e the Lushai  country, which

i by the Manipur Contingent, Ryhe e NI N .Mﬁj“‘@_é
" Nuthall, who was then Officiating Political Agent at Manipur.(')

contingent occupied an extended line of posts along the som

houndary of Manipur for the purpose of wa.t_chiqg't,he Lnsghais  ag

whom Brigadicr-General Bourchier was operating through . ¢

. This position was also caleulated to secure the .ﬁﬁblity'- of Ki

. whilst it enabled the contingent to take full advantage of any ass

~ he might render, The hostile attitude of the Sooties towards the
| fribes was well known, hut, in the event of their throwing in 1
with them, the contingent would also have been in a position

| them. When the Manipur troops were veturning after the conel

© of the expedition they fell in with a party of Kamhows tnder the

named Kokatung, who were carrying away 957 captives from
Lushai villages. The Kamhows came into the eamp of the M

| Qontingent upparently not expecting to be treated as enemies, but
all made prisoners by the Contingent and taken to Manipur and

i _'in irons in the jail. " The 957 captives were also taken to Manip

©mitted a list of raids alle

not as prisoners ; thay were settled in the valley. General Bo
stiomatized this as an act of * treachery’”” on the part of the Contin
though it had been admitted that Kokatung had committed a ¥
a Manipur village in 1871. General Nuthall, the Officiating
_however, maintained that the Soofies were hostile to Manipu
| with the view of refuting the representations madse to the Govern
of India regarding the *friendly alliance” of the Sootie tribe, he
g by Manipur to have been comm

that State from 1585 to that date, He described Kamhow's
since the affair of 1857 already described to he ““ one of altern:
 tence of submission, raid upon Rajal’s distant villages, and
of non-participation.” It was, however, generally considered by
officials that the Kamhows were friendly. Mrt. Edgar, the 'D
Commissioner of Cachar, said there could be no doubt that
_was quite in earnest in desiring to help Manipur and u

his old enemies, the people of Vonolel’s villages, but of

he added, “he can never forgive that wonderful piece of
(veferring to the capture of Kokatung and his followers).

(t). Dofitioal Prossedings (Endis), Augast 1872 No. 70,




: _ h
1en ithall was not actually presen

0 g dad his ere disarmed and made prisoners, hy
few mules in advance : he nevertheless approved  what  the
' Majors had done, and thus became responai{:le for their st
~asked that the Governor General in Couneil might be moved
wledge  the judicious and resolute conduet of the two Majors™
hom the  success” was due. ' '

The Kamhows were anxious to obtain Kokatungs release, and,
il : Wil - i April 1872, sent an embassy
from 1872 to 1875, Policy fo to Mads ? : i
o3 e : pur with that object.(¥)

oh bl tk?wnrcls s Kikoul, who was chief of the em-~

B Mﬂi{m,hpw.

g bassy, was informed that no proposi-

n of any kind could be entertained whilst a single subject of the'!
harajah remained in their hands, and that, if the captives were not

s the Maharajah would take measnres to panish the Kamhows.

tung died shortly after this in the Manipur jail. i

o In August 1879, the Political Agent reported that he had heasd

was the intention of Manipur to atfack the Kamhows during the

il

nsuing cold season. They wished to release the Manipur eaptives
ith! the Kamhows and bring the tribe into subjection. The Political
t asked whether the expedition should he allowed.(?) The '
wajab had for some time previously been ressing him to obtain the
hant gear complete, the same as used by the British troops during
Lmshai expedition.  The Kamhows, on the other hand, had given
‘that they would requive 100 hunmian heads to perform  the funeral
wequies of their late Chief. "The Government of Bengal and the
overnment of India were averse to any war faking place on our
e, and the Political Agent was informed that, in the opinion of
overnor General in Council, it would be exceedin ly impolitie to
suthorize any such expedition by Manigur against the Kamhows, I'he
olitical Agent was also referred to thi office letler already quoted
he'general question of the policy to be pursued by Manipur towards
Kookies and Lushais. The policy ‘to be followed by Manipu
s the Kamhows is therefore the same as that towards £ e Linshais
Toper, viz., that while the Maharajah shonld take all NeCEssary Measures
¢ the protection of his frontier, no unprovoked aggression on his
.can be admitted. - '
In October 1572, the Kamhows sent another embassy under
ul o Manipur. This embassy brought with them  four of
ives who had been carried off in’the raid of the previous year
anipur village, and also an elephant tusk for the Maharajah,
id that it was the intention of their Chiel to return all
Manipar. captives, but when asked by Colonel Mowhray

) Political Proceedings (Tudia), August 1872, No. 90, ;
(*) Political Proceedings (India), November 1673, Nos, 100-104,
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Thomson, who was then Officiating Political Agent, in
o days he would guwarantee their release, he made excuses anc
“evasive replics. ~The four captives who were returned said tha
were given to understand by some of their brethren who had ¢
swith the Kamhows that Kikoul had only been sent to find out:w!
the Manipur Durbar would velease the followers of their late
Kokatung ; if not, they were determined to destroy all the
villages in the hills on their frondier, This statement Kikoul
. While Kikoul was i Manipur Cononel Thomson endeavoured to
a roconciliation between Mampur and the Sooties, thengh

" was a difficult task, as it was impossible they could ea’é'i'l_y._fp‘rgté

' treachery practised towards them by Tangal Major ‘in capit
| Kokatung and his followers. (') ~ His efforts, however, met with'
! suecess, for, in December 1372, the deputation : in reti

' Manipur, accompanied by 96 captives of Manipur Naga trily

taken two years previously. Colonel Thomson promised Kikoul
4 similar namber of Kamhow captives in Manipur should be rele
and the following month Kikoul brought 14 captives more, W
. further exchange was aftected. On this occasion Colonel The
proposed that the tribe should swear allegiance and fealty to
' !:c which Kikoul agreed, and said they wanted peace with
but stipulated that the son of their late Chief, Kokatung, sl
| released, and the skull and bones of his dead father made over to
TPhis request was complicd with by the Mani}mr.nuhhoriﬁes,"'
. March 1873 peace was gworn between Kokatung’s son and Mant i
" and the whole of the Kamhows released then took their departure for,
' their Native hills. ‘Tha Manipur Durhar had been very anxious to gek
. ¥atole, the Rajah of the Sooties, to come in from across the bound
and make him also take the oath of allegiance to the Maharaja be
| rveleusing Kokatung’s son. Colonel Thomson dissuaded them from
" as he thought such a proceeding might lead o & complication
' Burmoa. He told them that he could in ‘no way recognise  the
" anthority over the Kamhow Rajah, After these exchanges of ca
there still remained ei ht Kamhows with the Maharaj :
~ who were to be mleasef on the restoration of ten more Mani
supposed to be with the Kamhows.
. But the peace thus brought about did not last long. 1 (
1874 the Kambows attacked two villages, Kumsol and Mukoon
. Manipur territory, to the south of the valley, = Dr. Brown visited
villages attucked and found them partially destroyed by fire and to
_ abandoned, According to atatements made by two yillagers, 17
ywere killed and 78 men, women, and children carried off by the Kan
on this occasion, but from the subsequent papers the numbers appeas
to have been exaggerated. Qo far as the Political Agent could aseertajjﬁm
" mo provocation was given on the part of Manipur. There appea ed
'-'1-itf.¥e Joubt. from his investigations that the raid was committed by th
(*) Polition] Proceedings (1ndia), Janusry 1873, Nos. AbL-447.
Political Proceedings (Indis), April 1873, No. 26. i
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atung ion, residing in the 'gmug---o_i villages called Momhee
mbee, he remarked, according to Captain Pemberton and Colonel
n, is within Manipur territory and been enecroached upon, = |
the former inhabitants driven out by the Kamhows. Mombes '
An fact well on the Manipur side of the bowndary line laid down
ithe agreement of 1534 with Burmn.  The Maharajah of Manipur
osed to send an expedition against the Kamhows to punish
for: this raid, and the Political Agent recommended that
mission should be granted. The Chief Commissioner of Assam
hought that the Rajah shonld be allowed to take such measures
retaliation as he might deem expedient.(!) e considered that,
r a State situated as Manipur is, a policy of retaliation was
~only safe one. In reply the Government of Indin smid that,
1 there have been no provocation on the part of the subjects of
pur, the Rajah would be jostified in adopting such mensures ag
ht be necessary to }wot-ect his own territories from similar wmids
uture ; and, if retaliation was considered o e absolutely necessary,
ould be advised to move in such strength as would preclude the
of defeat. The Political Agent recommended that the Governs |
ent of India should not identify itself with the expedition further =
: Eﬁ limiting the Manipuwr advance to Mombee, and this was
oved.
The Maharajah accordingly organized an expedition 2,400 strong.
' A : As it was expected that the Kamhows
Faxpedition of 1876 sgainst the  Gou1q fight, the Political Agent
i asked for sanction to accompany
e expedition. This proposal was not acceded to by the Chief Com-~
issioner of Assam on the ground that it would identify the Govern-
ent of India more emphatically than was advisable with the
- Maharajah’s proceedings. The Chief Commissioner’s proceedings were
o ved, and it was remarked that the Governor General in Couneil:
sidered it advisable to avoid, as far as possible, any direct inter-
¢ in the matter. The expedifion started on the 19th February and
ed on the 14th April 1875, The Majors who were in command
d the result of the expedition to Dr. Brown after their return,
said thav before sunset on the 20th March their advance gnard,
out 800 strong, was attacked by a party headed by Yatole’s brother
gon. The Manipuri party made a good stand, and firing continued =
hour and & half, when the Kamhows fled. The next morning the
[ajors and the main body of the force arrived on the ground. Pre-
ons for an attack on the Sootie villages were in progvess, whena
eputation arrived in camp. They said that two of their men
n killed and five wounded on the previous evening. They |
1 Yatole’s sword before the Majors, acknowledged themselves to be '
Maharajah’s ryots, promised to pay tribute, and to abide by the '
posed. They begged the Majors not to send the foree to theiv =~

' () Political Proceedings (India), February 1875, Nos. 46-57.




illages, so 2 subadars and 22 sépoys only were sent, and
vith the wife and child of the Ghigf?y:fﬁ msol, who had
u the raid. A few days after a deputation consisting of Kikou!
few others arrived with the Chief of Kumsol and six other
' The remaining captives, it was gaid, had ‘heen sent into the interior,
. the Syoties promised to do what they could to get them back, (1) F
| the evidence of captives subsequently released, it, however, appeas
they were at Mombee all the time. The foree then returned to,
pur, accompanied by the Soofie deputation. = The Political
“considered the result of the expedition to be fairly successtuly
_he was Jisappointed at no hostages having been brought in.
\ Majors had been instructed to insist on hostages being given to be |
until the other captives, of whom there were said to be twelve, wer
restored.  Thete were, however, five Sootie caplives remaining
Manipur, and the Sootie deputation were told they could n
released vmless an  equivalent number of Manipur. captives
J surrendered. . In May seven of these captives were retur
Manipur, and, in accordanee with the promise given, the five So
_captivos in Manipur were set free.  The Soofie messenger who brought
the captives to Manipur said he was confident that the other ca
‘they had would aléo be given up. Dr. Brown, in referring to
‘expedition in his Adwministration Report for 1874-75, stated that
past experience he was led to doubt the corrcctness of the Majors
“acconnt and made independent ?uiry regarding the doings of the
Cexpedition, | He found that, so far as his informants kuew, 50

“whom were with the force, not a shot was fired on. M ombee, each par

gl ' geeming to be afraid of the other, and he remarked that the Saoti

' on that fronticr had, however, in a great measure, prevente

_were not likely to be deterred from committing further raid
Manipur teeritory from any fear of the Manipar troops.
For a short time after the expedition of 1875 no raids were
b ! ) - mitted on Manipur by the Soo
Turfhier Kamhow raids on Manipur Terti-  though attempts had been made
iz i | one of which a Kamhow was kil
' The effect of the expedition, however, was not much felt by them.
1876 the Political Agent said they seemed to be becoming mor, :
ive and arrogant than before ; the establishment of four new thannahs
attempts at miding. Two Sooties of Noongeah came to the Manipue
village of Mungote and persuaded the Chief, named Bomyam, and two
nen to sccompany them to Nongeah to receive certain Manipur caph
collected there, whose release had been promised by Kikoul, 'When
e Sootie country the two men were deliberately shot by Kikoul an
. brother of Yatole named Khooding. Bomyam escaped, the mu
" gimed at him haying missed fire. During the years 1876, 18
878 Sootie raids were frequent and numbers were reported ki
th sides. The Political Agent reported that during the year 18

i
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of affairs between Manipur and the Sooties bad
ost unsatisfactory state’” Matters had drifted, and no real atte
en made to arrive at o eatisfactory understanding. The Manipur
or 1877 and 1878 contain frequent allusions to-Kamhow raids,
was doubtful whether the Kamhows are altogether to blame. In
» 1877, in referring to an attack on s Manipur village by Kanihows,
‘whom 22 were reported to have been killed, the Agent said he was |
wid that the origin of the raid was an atback made by Manipun
aokies on peaceable Kamhows the previous month. A few days later
reported that five Kamhow heads had been brought into Manipur and
offered up, as is usual in such cases, in the hole* on' the morth .
: Cof ‘the Nursing Durwazu, called  Suroong,” to ‘the presiding 45
y. In January 1878 it was reported that the Kamhows bad
ked the Kulé Valleyin force, and that a Burmese furce of 2,000 |
| had been sent against them. Colonel Johnstone strongly urged on
urbac  the necessity of sending messengers to ask the Chiels to
in and see him, but as two men who previously went had been
ered, nobody liked to undertake the dangerous office. b

In the Administration Report for 1877-78, a remarkable circum-
' stance in connection with the Soofie
_ tribe and Manipur is recoxded.
es to the number of over 2,000 persons belonging to the Sooties
ted during the year into Manipur territory, where they settled down
ds assigned to them by the Maharajah in the neighbourhood of
nrang, to the south-west of the valley. The Political Agent was visited
the Chiefe of the immigrants, who expect the number to be increased
@ar, Colonel Johnstone considered this immigration imporfant.
The 'Sooties, weakened by the loss of 2,000 of their mumber, and with
: early prospect of losing more, will be less formidable fo Manipur.
he mew comers are mostly not actually of the Sootie tribe, but are . &
ted to belong to a Helot race living in villages of their own among
ooties. Their object in leaving their conntry was simply to find &
whetre they might live in peace and security, S
n 1884 when the Kuho Valley was ceded to Barma, the eastern
Mk AN R . and a small portion of the southe
u of the Sooties with regard to poundary of Manipur was laid down.
It is in conneetion with this small

on of the Sooties into Mauibur,

of the southern boundary that the question is raised of the pos
1 of the Kamhows with regard to Barma. According to the Treaty =
geding the Kubo Valley to Burma the southern boundary of
from the east begins at the point where the river called by the
ans Nansawing, and by the Manipuris Numsaulung, enters the plai
sowrces and across the Aills due west down lo the Kothi mya,,,,,,._
River). Captain Pemberton, in his report, dated 19th April '

i

le is most swored, and it is said that few Manipuris even are allowed to see it




. the southern boundary of the northern divisions of the Kubo '}
. Captain Pemberton does not, however, explain why the line was e
tended from the sources of the Numsaulung westward to the Mani)
. River, for the Kulé Rajah’s territory does not extend so far in
direction. A line drawn from the sources of the Numsanlung due s
. to the Manipur River passes through the northern portion of the eo
| a1 present inhabited by the Sooties, Thns, according to the bound
" Jaid down by Captain Pemberton, econtained in the Treaty of 1834, p
of the Sootie tribe at present live in Manipur and part in Burmese
. independent territory. Wi
In November 1872, Colonel Mowbray Thomson, the Officias
~ Political Agent, reported that, from an examination of Pembe
map and the Treaty of 1834, he considered that the country inhabi
. by the Sooties clearly belonged to. Burma, and that, in his opinion
Manipuris had no right to make war in that direction, but that,
(if threatened o¢ injured by the Sooties, they should refer their
. grievances to the Burmese Government through the Governm i
of India. He considered the fact of the Sooties inbabiting Mom
and other villages nearer Manipur to be an encroachment,
~ he said the Manipuris treated the encroachment very
" and had no intention of immediately resorting to arms to expe
~them.(*). The truth was, Colonel Thomson said, the Maharajah’s sepoy
 would not fight for him, for they knew they had nothing to gain |
auch a cause. At this fime the Sooties were treating with'liﬁ‘l-;
. for the restoration of captives, and as Colomel Thomson looked
them as Burmese subjects, he said that it placed him in an awk
' position. A party of 400 of the Kamhows had approached wit
£ two days of the Manipur stockade at Kumah and had teld Ts .
. Major that they had come there to treat with him and him only
Mangal Major, however, feared treachery, and refused to go.  He M
them to come into the stockade and there treat with the officer
appointed, but this they refused to do, Until instructions were received, i8
Colonel Thomson said he would not allow Manipur. to strike the fivet
hlow. In the event of the Burmese ignoring their control of th
o Kamhows, he submitted for consideration the question how Manipu
 should act. He said the Mabarajah would well weigh the conse
“quences of another attack on the tribe, after having been
;.amroughly worsted by them in 1857. Mr. Edgar, Deputy Cs
missioner of Cachar, who was consulted, said there was not mueh ' 5
torbe made of Colonel Thompson’s letter, except that the Manis
ur officials, and probably the Chief himself, were ¢ determine
50 what they could to avoid a peaceful settlement of their dis
- with Kamhow.” He thought that *if they were to try honest

(*) Politiond Proceedings (Tndia), Jauunary 1.8?3,' Nop, 442:47,




terms with the Sooties, they might be successful, for the
shown a desire to avoid fighting, which could scarcely have heen

d after the way in which they were treated by the Manipuris

“the Lushai expedition.” He finally ‘recommended that the

n the frontier should not be disturhed. The Government of
ral ulso deprecated fighting between Manipur and its border tribes, .
ich collisions always created an uneasy feeling in the hills.  Should
ting actually take place, the Lientenant-Governor thought our only
s could be “one of absolute non-interference.” The following is
opy of the orders passed by the Governmentof India in Foreiga

'_f;ﬂn;p,rtmen’t. letter No. 216P., dated 80th January 1875 :—

T am to state that His Fxcellency the Viceray and Governor General in Counoil
proves of your endeavolirs fo affect an' amicable settlement of the quarrel between

%m- and the Sooktees, and desires that you will continus to advocate o surrender by

m@eﬂieﬂ of their prironers and eaptives, 5o as to bring about a good understanding.

fis Kxoellenoy in Council sees no objections to the Maharaja of Manipur building

ades within his frontier and taking ofhsr reasonable precautions for frontier defence.

Highness should be careful to require his frontier posts to act only on the

and not to vex the tribes heyond the border, or give provocstion for their |

Manipur territory. i

‘ﬂh Highness the Mabaraja should understand fhat any unprovoked hostilities
fribes beyond his boundary may involve him in difficulties with Burmah, aud will
poeive the approval of ﬁ{le gribish Government, ' In the event of such hostilities
out, you should report the fact at onee, and, pending the arrival of instructions
| the Goverament of Indis, abstain from all interference other than friendly advice.
s Bxcellency in Couneil, however, is sanguine that by the exercise of the judicious
you hiave already exerted with g0 good effect, you may be able nat ouly to prevent:
ml:{. but, probably also to arrange an amicable settlement of the causes of

So far as our records show; the Burmese Government do not
sar ever to have exercised any control over the Sooties to' the south
" the Manipur boundary line. ~ The whole tribe séems to be practically
dent, and not to have been affected at all by the Treaty of
Though & line was drawn  westwards from the source of the
saulung to the Kathé Khyoung, there is no mention in the Treaty
‘the territory south of this line having been made over to Burma.
raz only the Kubo Valley which the Burmese Government asked
and that was all that was made over. In Captain Pemberton’s
tt of his proceedings in handing over the ﬁuba Valley and
down the boundary, the only mention be makes of this line is

. (the Khumbat Woon) questioned us very particularly as to our intontions
‘the southern line of boundary, which was formed by tho Numsaulung Rivor.
y  lnd evidently hhougt:m that we intended to run this line directly across .

w0 hills on the west to the Ningiheo River, and were much pleased to find that. )
] soh wish, apd, on the eontrary, thab it wis to run due west from the foat of
s down fo, the lfanipur River, where it would terminate. At their request we
d to omit the fame of the Khyendwen or Ningthee River, which had been
d with the view of rendering our infentions more clear, '
rmese officers appear to have ever taken charie of this tvact of
e

rxitory under the fifth Article of the Treaty, and the Burmese and |




Manipuris alike appearto bave treated the Sooties as wild a
tribes not amenable to their authority. They committed a

1 villages in the Kubo Valley subjeet to the Burmese in 1856,
same time that they committed the raid in Manipur territory for
. the Manipur expedition of 1567 was sent against them (paragrap
‘of the précis) (') The Gendat Woon complained to the Political
verarding the raid, as he believed the raiders came from villag
Manipur territory. In the Administration Report for 1872
. Brown said that * the frontier Burmese anthorities generally rep
the idea of their being under Burmese eontrol, although they
anmistakeably to the castward of the Manipnr boundary” (they d
" however, lie to the eastward, but to the south of the Manipur
dary), and in the Report for 187374 be says that, in the event
realized or threatened distarbances by the Kamhows, the B
_invariably make the matter one of complaint against the M
. State, assuming that State to be responsible for their good behavi
- He adds that for all practical purpores this tribe should be conside
as independent, and liable to punishment from either power it
~upon. There is, bowever, no definite information among our 1¢
vegarding the Burmese complaints referred to by Dr, Brown.(¥)
 letter dated 30th Jaouary 1572 from General Bouchier, to ¢
Nuthall, it is said that the Burmese authorities complained agains
~ravages of the Sooties in 1871, and in a letter From General Nut
 the Maharajah of Manipur, dated 16th April 1572, be says :(— Not
 ago the Burma authovities complained of the ravages committed 1y
Kamhnw’% dependants upon the village of Beetoop, in the
Valley.” General Bourchier and General Nuthall doubtless referred
~the same complaint.  Paragraph 114 of this préeis gives an account
the attack on the village of Beetoop, a reference fo  which
show that it is not so very eclear that the Burmese authoril
complained against the Kambows, It was a complaint
Manipur Nagas, “assisted by ten Nagas of the mounfain ran
'Assuming that the ten Nagas rveferred to were Kamhows
very probable that they belonged to the Kamhow villages
. the Manipur boandary, and hence the Burmese complaint. Ther
nothing to show that the Burmese ‘ever complained of raids
‘mitted by the Kamhow tribe living beyond the Manipnr boun
From Captain Pemberton’s map published in 1835, and a dewmi-o
‘Jetter to the Chief Secretary to Government, dated 9th Se
1828, ke believed that the Kamhows were tributary to Kulé, ai
. continued so for many years. Captain Pemberton had not, h
vi‘sit;ed this part of the country, for in the same letter he said he

() Toreign Consultations, 15th February 1856, No. 112, .
Foreign Consultations, 16th February 1857, No. 181,
(%) Political Proceedings (India), August 1872, No. 88,
Politleal Proceedings (Indin), Avgust 1872, No. 86,
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‘able to o so farsonth.(')  In'1856, Colonel MoCullog
south-eastern portion of -Manipur territory had never been expl
hat the Manipur anthorities had never tried fo bring the f
iting it into subjection. - ' .
olonel Johnstone reported in 1878 that the Maharajah was anxious
'  to be allowed to subdue the Scoties,
fa make tho Sooties tributary  hut scknowledged that he, cannof
Rk do so without assistance in drms.
d ammunition. Were the Sooties made tributary to Manipur, “that
ate would touch on the Chittagong Hill Tracts, and would border ' 1\
ie Kulé Valley (Burmese), but would not interfere with Burma. 16 ©
asserted in Mauipur that the Burmese would be glad to see the
oties subdued, as they are a terror to the Kulé peaple.” It is
er, donbitful whether the Kamhow tribe extends so far south as
Chittangong Hill Tracts. According to Mr. Edgar only the north-
st portion of what: is generally termed the Lushai eountry is in-
ited by the Kamhows (?) Mo the south-east of the Lushais proper
ere are villages of different tribes called Pois by the Lushais,  “ These
n Pois are said not to be Lakhayr Pois (Sindhus), but  probably
.¢losely connected with them.”  Colonel Johnstone stated that
¢ Lushais had offered assistance in case the Maharajah wished to
Ltﬂ'c “the Sooties their deadly enemies. He considered that, if the! L%

arajah’s surmise as to the feeling of the Burmese on the subject is | '

vect, it would be greatly to our advantage to annex the Sootie
i untry and thus seeure peace,  He said— ;

U The sost to ms would ba smill, nad ihrough him we should be able more effsctunlly =

to woerce the Fastern Lushais, if ot any time necessary, as they, with their western -

thren, would then ha completely liemmed in betwesn us and our fendatories. o

| AL presant we are not directly concerned with the Sooties, but wo may be twenty

i h&a&b ud timely, and to us inexpensive action now, may save ‘trouble and money .
The Government of India is not in favour of aggressive action of
kind suggested. A, ) i
" The Kubo Valley lies between the Heerok or Y"f:u'::lsl.h range of
BRI " ‘mountains, which bounds the eastern
wﬁ;’ﬂ: Fatles ol AR 90 S0 v BNy Manipar Valley, and
o Ningthee or Kyendwen River.(?) 1t
ces from the foot of the hills in  latitude 24° 80 north and
ds south to 22° 30, where it terminates on the left hank of the
Khyoung, or Manipar river, which falls into the Ningthee, and
the southern limit of the Kulé Raja’s territory, The Valley

onsultations, Srd October 1828, No. 1. Exiracts from correspondence regafding.
_cession of Kubo Valley. : )

Forvign Consultations, 16th February 1856, No, 112.

Cowﬂ. : fons, 8th January 1830, No. 6.

() Memorsndura by Mr. Bdor, dated 9th March 1871, p. 23.




‘divided into three principalities, viz, Sumjok, Kum
| % The first and last are still governed by descendants of the ow
‘Shan chieftains, who were dependant upon Mongmaorong, but Jum
_ appears never to have regained its former prosperity, after its dest
tion by the uuited forces of Pong and Manipur; and during
Burmese supremacy, their }>rincip_a.% officer on  this frontier d
his title from if, though Tummoo was always his place of resii
and the head-quarters of the military force of the provinee.”
Kubo Valley is semi-independent, the northern and middle -
being ruled by a Rajah titled the Rajah of Sumjok (the name of t
village in which he resides), whose Raj is hereditary in his fami
. He is enerally titled the Tsaubwa (Fendatory Chief) of Toungth
£ (Sumjok) hy the Burmese Government,  Before the first B
. 'war the northern and middle divisions contained a population of aboud =
" 10,000 inhabitants. The southern portion is ruled by the Kulé Rajuh,
the houndary between the territories of the two Chiefs being the
Numsaulung River.  In olden times the Kubo Valley was sometimes
under Manipur and sometimes under Burma. It was in the possessio
of Burma on the outbreak of the first Burmese war, and had
wo for twelve years before. For about the same period receding
_twelve years it had been in the possession of Manipur. In the
“of Yandaboo the upper and middle portions of the Kubo Valley! s
wot ceded by the Burmese. On the other hand, though they were'
taken by our ally, the Chief of Manipur, during the war, they were
" not retroceded by the Treaty. In fact no mention whatever is made
. of the Kubo Valley in the Treaty of Yandaboo. With regard

Tl

" Manipur itself, it was simply stipulated that “should Gumbheer

" desire to return to thaf countryghe shall be recognized by the K
 of Ava as Rajah thereof.” Nothing was mentioned about the bou
between Manipur and Burma. The Government of India considered
it but just and proper that all the places and territory in the a ',r__gfé {
sountry of Manipur, which were in possession of Gumbheer Sing
| ‘at the date of the signing of the Treaty of Yandaboo, should . of
‘4o that Chief. The Sumjok and Kumbat Divisions of the
Valley, as far ¢ast as the Ningthee or Kyendwen River, were accordi
‘ﬂven to Manipur, and the Ningthee River formed the bounc
‘between the two ecountries. :
~ The right of Burma to the dKubo Valley became a subject of
R cHA s ispute from the signing of the
R D vy Treaty, of Yandsboo' in Pebrna
W e A 1526. The Commissioner in Sylh
‘in a letter dated 19th April 1826, remarked that the Ningthee was )
‘doubt the original and natural boundary between Manipur and B m
and that, if the Burmese were permitted to cross it, it would be d
o define a line of demarcation that would preclude the possibil
ture dispute. In acknowledging this letter the Giovernment of
- said that it was— s
ionuhly most desirable that the River Ningthes shoul eforward,
Ethﬁ Jboundazy between Ava and Msnipurs,rt lslmd ‘gt:rlgbfﬁxhﬁflﬁfhdm
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tons t0 Comminsfoner in Sylhat, dated 4nd muterin) portion of his (the King’s) Raj,

i um L till, however, i the pointis om:imbedg  Ahal

oni the ground of the pergunnalt having been formnlly aunsxed to tho territories

x some years prior to the war, whilst no proyision is mado by the Tresty for any

n in the ait_ist.i::ﬁ Boundaries of the Raj, the question must be settled by negotias

the best terms that circumstances will permit. \

nd in the instructions to the Envoy at Ava, dated 50th June 1826,
aaid that His Lordship in Council frusted that as the Burmese

ceated from the Kubo District and retired beyond the Ningthee, he

uld sncceed in establishing that river as the boundary. In the in-

fructions to Major-General Sir A, Camrbell, dated 15th June 1827,

: said that His Excelleney in Couneil was décidedly of opinion that |

ight of Gumbheer Sing should be maintained to the northern and

dle portione of the Knbo Valley, bounded on the east by the

sthee. Tt was also said that he would not have failed to observe that |

juisition of Knlé, the southern portion of the valley, would secnre

marked and desirable boundary of the Nurinjeerah River. The

on by the Burmese of this portion of the Valley, however, it was |

conld not be reasonably expected, and its annexation to Manipur \

4, therefore, have to become a subject of negotiation. In February

' ' the question of the boundary was discussed between the Burmese

?; Ministers and Mr, Crawford, the British Envoy.(1) The Burmese claims -

{ ‘80 extravagant that, if acceded to, Gumbheer Sing would have

i been deprived of what he considered the larger portion of the proper '
* principality of Manipur ; they had fabticated a map showing the '

wrméese frontier to extend nearly to the Manipur capital.

Captain Grant and Lientenant Pemberton were appointed Commis-
joners to meet the Burmese authorities and settle tR:s boundary in
cordance with the principles enunciated by the Government of India,
d they were told(?) that, as a preliminary measure, it would be proper
est to Gumbheer Sing to fix his posts on such line to the south |
s would include the morthern and central districts of the
Valley, regarding his right to which, by actual conguest, no
mssion  was to be allowed. In April 1828 the Commissioners
on the banks of the Ningthee or Kyendwen River, but little
d be done in consequence of the very advanced state of the
, and. the Burmese Commissioner proposed to postpone it
the ensuing year. A regular written engagement was made by
mmissioners on both sides to meet in 1820, The Burmese Com-
ners then pretended that the Ningthee was not the Kyendwen,
river o the westward of the Kubo Valley.(*) This, Sir A,

| (). Despatch from Mr. Crawford, dated 21st Februsry 1827,
. (* Imstructions to Comniissioner in Sylhet dated 23rd Novewber 1827,

(*) Coneultations, 8th August 1828, No. 4.
Consultations, 8th August 1828, No, 10,
Cousultations, 8th Septembor 1828, No. 2,
-Consnltations, 8rd October 1828, No. 1,
Consultations, 7th February 1820,

; (Connsitations, 7th February 1829, Nos, 3.7,
© . Consultations, 19th June 1828, No. 10.
- Consultations, 10th July 1820, No. 28,
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ampbell observed, might alter ‘the decision of Government.

quently, a Burmese map was transmitted to Caleutta, in which
Ningthee and Kyendwen were laid down as separate rivers. This
‘was sent to the British Commissioners in Manipur, with instruetio
‘enquire and report Whether any such river as that laid down on it as
Ningthee existed. 1t was observed to them that the map had proba
‘been made to suit the views of the Burmese, and they were insty

' to propose to the Burmese Commissioners when they met them i

- ensuing cold weather to visit the large river said to exist to the we

| ward of the Kubo Valley: In the improbable event of the Ningt

flowing to the westward of the Kubo Valley, the British Comm
sioners were ealled on for their opinion whether the Burmese establish
|ing themselves in the upper and piddle divisions of Kubo wo ;
particularly objectionable. In their reply these officers clearly pro

. the deception attempted to be practised by the Barmese. Lieuten:
 Pemberton scouted the idea that the Ningthee had been mistaken for
“another small river as stated by ‘the Burmese. In a private letter o
the Commissioner in Sylhet he remarked, * you may depend on it

| Burmans knew as well as ourselves that the Kyendwen was the riy

‘be made the boundary, and no other. Sir A. Campbell expressly
{them so, and in consequence of a representation to that cffect they
‘vented their men from crossing the river into the Kubo Valley”
reply to the enquiry whether the establishment of the Burmese in'th
‘upper and middle divisions of Kubo would be particularly objec

~able, both officers expressed their unqualified opinion that the preser

_ fion of the tranguillity then existing could not be insured were (i
‘Burmese allowed to re-cstablish their authority there. They said—

/A ocentury of sggression on the one part, and of suffering on the other, .

' exoited a feeling of mntual hntred, at all times prompt to evinee itsell in the extrem

| iyengeance. The chance of such a collision, which conld not fail to be productive

. most lamentable consequences, is effectually obviated Ly making the: Ningih
Kyendwen, on which stands the Burmah post of Kintat, the boundary hetween the

_of Avaand Manipur ; uo ageression can under such an arrangement be cagily vom

" by either party, without crossing the river for the purpose—an act which would suflice

| pstablish the culpability of the aggressor. i )
The report of the British Commissioners was sent to Major-Ge

~ 8ir A. Campbell in October 1823, who was direccted to inform

' Court of Ava that the British Commissioners were prepared to pro
that the Ningthee and Kyendwen were the same river. He was

~ requested to repeat the intimation previcusly conveyed to the Co
Ava respecting the right of Gumbheer Sing to the northern and ce;
‘districts of the Kubo Valley, which he had continued to hold
the war, .
 In January 1829 the British Commissioners reported the
of aletter from the Burmese Governors on the Ningthee, stating &
the proposed meeting of the Commissioners for the settlement of
boundary could not take place that year. They stated at the same ¢
heir intention to proeeed to the Ningthee to be in readiness to mee:
‘Barman Commissioners. The Burmese Government also inform
‘Government of India that their Commissioners were busy

money to pay the third instalment of the war indemnity a




nd could not Capta . and Pemberton were,
; directed to proceed to the banks of the Ningthee, and in the
t of the Burmese Commissioners failing to meet them, to select at
s the boundary live to the northward of the Kulé or southern dis-
t of Kubo, which it might be desirable to fix as the southern =
ary of Gumbheer Sing's dominions in that quarter, ineluding

y the country re-conquered by him, and from which the Burmese had |

heen expelled during the war.  Haviug made a sketch of the boundary,
they were divected to transmit a copy of it to the Burmese authoritios
{ a distinet declaration that, under the orders of the British Govern-'
they had fixed the boundary of Gumbheer Sing’s territory to the
ithward, the Ningthee being the boundary to the eastward, Sir A.
pbell was at the same time instructed to apprise the Court of Ava
‘of ‘the orders issued to the British Commissioners. The Burmese Com-
ssioners baving failed to keep their engagement, our Commissioners
Xe ~the boundary in accordance with the instruetions they received,
ad they were informed that the boundary selected by them appeared
be well chosen, and that much advantage wonld be dervived hereafter
ym the assumption of it as the basis of their settlement in concert
‘the Burmese Commissioners, who were invited to meet them on
froutier in Janvary 1530, In the event of the Burmese Commiss
¢ not meeting them in January 1830, they were anthorissd to fix
nipur thannahs on eertain places indicated on the sketch of the
nm}:u‘y without further reference to the Burmese authorities,

~ 0 On 10th July 1528, the Chief Seeretary to Government addressed
letter to the Burmese Ministers, in which he referred to the com- -
nieations made to the local Burmese authorities by the British
mamissioners, and observed that when the Burmese Commissioners
hould meet the English officers, they would be satisfied that the
mniry to the northward of the boundary line had been clearly and
terruptedly in the possession of Gumbheer Sing sinee the con-
sion of the Treaty of Pewce, and that nothing would remain but to

isit the spob together and fix the posts on each side of the boundary, 8o

at in future no doubt or dispute might arise. On the [7th Novem-
1820 Oaptain Grant and Lieutenant Pemberton reported that the
mese Commissioners had announced their intention to meet them in
) tmrg following. = They called the attention of Government to the '
‘of the Burmese Government having found it necessary to change
ture of its objections to Rajah Gumbheer Sing’s claim ; they no -
denied the fact of the re-conquest of Kubo, but said that the |
on of thoge territories recovered by the British armies formed no.
the Treaty of Yandaboo. They added :—* Feeling the justice of
1s, we have not hesitated to follow the line of defence the |
se have chosen, and the fact of three of the Thannahdars being
s moment here, who in the reign of Cheroojeet Sing held that
ion in Kubo, must, we think, silence any further abjection on the
ect of possession anterior to the war.” With the same despatch the
Commissioners forwarded a letter from the Ministers at Ava




o the British Government, in reply to the Chief Secretar, :

- 10th July 1829, maintaining the right of the Burmese Government'

. the Kubo Valley as a dependency of the Burman Crown. = 1

. In January 1830 Major Burney was B;’)chi-nted Resident,

in conformity with the Tth Article of the Treaty of Yandaboo,

lating for the permanent residence of a British officer at the Cou

_ .&v’a.%‘) In paragraph 7 of his instructions he was informed of
‘determination of Government to fix the boundary line between Maniy

~and Ava as laid down by Captain Grant and Lieutenant Pember
He was told to repeat to the Burmese Ministers the motives

_ obliged Government to assume a boundary line, and to satisfy
that it was not our intention to go beyond such line, though the
‘ments contained in their last letter would justity our counsidering se
g}‘acas to the southward of it as belonging to the ancient territory
Manipur. He was also fo encourage the Burmese to depite Co
gloners to meet our officers on the frontier, and thus ascertain fi
themselves the incorrectness of their map which contained a river th
had no existence in reality. e was also furdished wibh a letter t¢
Burmese Ministers from the Chief Sceretary to Government, in v

it was distinetly stated :— i v

| What places and territory in the ancient country of Manipur were in possessi

 Gumbheer g]ing af the dn;a'u? the signing of the ']vi‘msw of F;;dabw. the Goy
General of DBritish India considers it bub just and proper that all these should s

. helong to that Chief. When the British Otficers in Manipur prove to the Durmes
Officers on the frontier by living witnessey md_!'?g undoubted testimony that so late a

- tho years 1809-10 or 11 the towns of Khambat, Woktong, Tummoo, Mungsa ahd Sumjoly

| comprising the wholo extont of the Kubo Valley from Khambat, morth, were hold by

1 ‘Manipuri Thaunshdars on the part of the Manipuci Raja (Microojeet Sing, the Govarno
Geéneral of British Indin trasts that the King of Ava will perceive the proprief

 advantage of putting an end o all further disoussions on this subject,

The Commissioners of both Governments met on the frontier in

o January 1830 as arranged. The Burmese acknowledged the incorre

~mess of their map, and the boundary was fixed, though the Bur
Commissioners would not consent to the renunciation of the territory.
The Resident at Ava then snggested that Captain Pemberton might |
‘authorized to join him at Ava, so that he might hear what the }
~ ters had to say against Gumbheer Sing’s claim, though he said he
. convineed that no friendly means or argument wonld ever be succe:
in persuading the King to acknowledge Gumbheer Sing’s right to
vﬂ?ﬁv of Kubo. Captain Pemberton proceeded to Ava, but, as

e

~ anticipated, no arguments or explanations which Major Burney ecould
urge, even with the aid of Captain Pemberton, effected any change -
‘the sentiments of the Ministers, and the question still remained for
. finali decision of the: Governor General. Captain Pemberton’s pre

(') Consultations, 8th Jenuvary 1830, Nos, 19-23,
Consultations, 8th Junuary 1830, No. 82,
Consultations, 8th January 1830, No, 36.
Consultations, 20th Janiuary 1831, No. 6,
Consultations, 18th March 1881, No, 15.
Secret Consultations, 21st May 1882,




Major Burney o convince the Burmese Ministers

¢y or unfruth of several assertions which they had before

dvanced. They had denicd that the Kubo Valley had ever beem
by the Manipur troops during the war, which they then admit-
T_ﬁey Yiud declared positively that at no former period 'bad the ' =
ipur Princes ever exercised authority in it, but they then admitted
b 16 had at various periods been in possession of Mugipur. They
-acknowledged the incorrectness of their map showing the Kyendwen
the Niugthee as distinet rivers, and admitted them to be the same. |
They had asserted that Sir A. Campbell at the Treaty of Yandahoo had
‘recognized and acknowledged their right to Kubo, but were unable to -0
| prove it, and met, Captain Pemberton’s proof that he did not do so by &

b acquiescence. They, however, produced extracts from  their | .

“mational records (which were believed to be genuine) showing that at
| different times they overran and conquered certain portions of territory

i the eastern and western banks of the Ningthee, :
- Ina letter dated 15th December 1830, I:heh Resident ;121 Ava
T b A reported that he had hinted that
: H of the Kubo Valley 4 410 British Government might be

disposed to give up a portion of the =

ing instalment of tribute for the sake of fixing the Ningthee as

boundary. The Ministers were inelined to listen to the proposal ag 0

ntageous to Ava, but they did not dare even to mention it to the

g, who felt the loss of a single foot of land as a diminution of his

\own consequence and power.  In May 1831 Major Burney expressed his

| opinion that no plan existed for appeasing, in an amicable manner, the

. King’s mind on the subject of Kubo, and that there would be little

“advantage derived from the permanent residence of a British Officer at

Ava till the question was properly settled, In April of the following
year Major Burney informed Government that as they wished to estab-
e Ningthee as the eastern boundary of Manipur, to accomplish -

ch oliject was one of the principal points of his instructions when

' could be accomplished, und to veconcile the Burmese Government to
“this boundary. He had, however, failed entirely. He said that his
own opinion had always been in favour of the abstract right of the
" Buarmese, and that views of expediency only, founded on an appre-
hension that Ava might advance other claims, as well as the eireum-~

uted to Ava, he had used his best endeavours to discover how this '

\ee that the British officers in Manipur considered the Ningthee as ' |
most eligible boundary, made him grestion the policy of such right.

questioned whether “ keeping Gumbheor Sing in possession of an
althy and depopulated strip of territory which 1is divided from = 0
ipur by a range of hills, and with which onr officers even caauot
m?;t__ ieate without being always attended by large parties of coolies

wey every necessary of life for their subsistence, is worth the '
thoronghly disgusting the Court of Ava and accelerating

y war,”?  In reply to this letter Major Burney was called upon ¥




[FAT

o 'state distinetly - the grounds on;w]iiéh-'-hé thovght
‘ment of Ava possessed a right to those portions of the
' from which the Burmese had been expelled during the war,
" which the British Government had declared that'the authority of
 Gumbheer 8ing must be upheld. To this Major Burney submitf
. lengthy reply, in which he detailed the grounds on which he
/- his opinion, showing the various times which, according to the lf
history and other proofs, Kubo had belonged to Burma durin
| previous 800 years. The mafter was then fully considered
‘Government of India. The undeniable facts of thecase we
. Manipur conquered the disputed territory during the war;
~ for about 12 years previous the terrifory was in possession of
" that for ahout the same period preceding those 12 years it was:
the possession of Manipur ; and that at more remote periods, ex endir
~ far back into past times, it was sometimes under the ong and sometinm
under the other of those powers. The question was whether, at -
elose of the Burmese war, that territory was to be copsidered
forming undoubtedly a part of Manipur, or as a part of the do
. nions of Ava in consequence of its having been so at the commen
ment of the war, The Governor General remarked ‘on the case
- though no satisfactory opinion could be formed upon the questio
thought, upon the whole, that Government was warranted in it
. decision that the Ningthee should be the boundary betwoen /
' Manipur. He said,— i /
< Bufnithough thie consideration, alrendy stated, namely, the misinterpretation fhak
" eonceit of the Burmese may put upon the concession to their own prejudice, snd the mg
_yeasonabls gronnd of dissatisfaction that will be given to Gumbheer Sing, might f¢
| jany change, yet, with v¥éference to the anxious desive for Kubo expresed by the Goy
| ‘ment of Ava, to the humilistion of their pride and to their reduced if not extingui
. power, I think it will be both generous and expedient to grant them this gratification
s true that we give up the best boundary lipe, and the admission of the Burmese, inf
yolley may tend to much more collision. with the Manipuris, but with oar Auperior
4 botter of worse military boundary is of no ‘consequence wihhtever, and these bot
disputes if srising can lead to no war.” ' i

The following were the final orders of Government on the subj

confained in a letter to the Resident at Ava, dated 16th 1

1888 1~ _ ek a0E ' 3

" On your return to Ava you will announce to the Kinf that the Supreme Go

utill ndheres to the opinion that the Ningthee formed the f1:»1‘&1:»@:1' boundary. betive
and Manipur, but_that, in consideration for Xis Mujesty’s eelings and wisi_m.; i

' gpirib of amity and good-will subsisting betwoen the fwo countries, the Bupreine

- yaent consenfs to the restoration of the Kubo Valley to Ava and to the establish

"' Yhe boundary line ati the foot of the Yoma Doung i ] (e

7 You will further apprizo His Majesty that the exact line must be established

*missioners on the part of the British Government, who will proceed to the fros
November next, when the Kubo Valley will be given up to such Commissionex
Mujesty mny appoint. 1 ' j 1

The Burmese Government were also informed by the Gove




Burmese the towns of Khumbat, 'l‘umi:npo,_ Th_ongfihwﬁfs, &é._, fan
nd point out the line of hills which maj be selected as the future
dary between Ava and Manipur.”, It\was said that the eastern
of the hills known in Manipur as the Muring hills and supposed

the same as that called by the Burmese Yoma Doung, would form.

good line of demarcation hetween the passessions of the two States.
‘aptain Pemberton was at the same time directed to proceed to the
Kubo Valley in November, in company with Captain Grant, to make
‘over to the Burmese. Captain Pemberton’s instructions are important
ghowing the right asserted at the time by the British Govern-
ment to fix the boundary and not to allow the Burmese Goy~

ernment to interfere at all in the matter. The instructions were as
"f@ﬂqm& g ; i
' [‘~ ‘Barly in the wonth of November you will proceed in company with Captain Grant
i the direction of the Kubo Valley, taking with you any officer whom Gumbheer Sing -
ute,  You will thera be meb by Commissionars on the part of the King '

1 on will meke over the Kuho Valley. These functionaries will probab

mpanisd g‘y Oaptain  Maclarqubar, but thoy will be given distinetly to understand

ab they aro pot to intefore at all in the settlemant of the boundary, which is fo be fiead

urspll and | Captain Graut, taking the enstorn base of the Muringcm:gu of hills as

@ of demarcation, You will Further poinfi oub to the Burmese Commissionars the
a%iialmnrcation whiclt you may fix s the boundaries to the north and south of the ¢

bo Yalley, y

When the Commissioners met, the Burmese olaimed the Muving

as the Yoma Doung range was a little to the westward of them.

p British Commissioners, in order to terminate the discussion,
derad a copy of that part of their instructions above quoted, debar
the Burmese Commissioners from interfering., The Woondouk
d that the cession of the Kuho Valley was a favour, for which
itish Government had consented to make compensation to the
of Manipur, and that if he did uot agree to the line of boundary
own by the British Commissioners, they could not, under the.
nofions they had received, consent to give up any of the territory, |
ould leave the Manipur Thannahs on the Ningthee just as they -
This greatly embarrassed the Woondouk, and he begged hard
elay of 13 days to enable him to represent the matter to Ava;

n solicited the aid of the Manipur officers in obtaining there-

delay, but the British Commissioners firmly expressed their ine

lity to consent to the postponement. The Woondouk objected to
'}Jgnipu.’r. Thannah of Moreh being so elose upon Burmese territory,
pressed a desire that it should be removed to some more distant
“quarrels were likely to avise from the inconsiderate conduct of
people there. He was told that as Moreh was on the Manipur side
line, the Hajah had as much right to establish a thannah there as
Burmese had to establish one at Tummoo. The Woondouk was also

s that the tribes occupying the eastern face of the hills between
and Kubo should be called and examined in his presence as
desire  of living under the Burma or Manipur rule, but this




‘was tefused on the grounds that it would be a direct infein

the orders of Government expressly p_r'oi\ibiﬁr;g

. interfering with these Khyens, but it was add heres
_inhabitants of these hills chose to run away and seeck Burmese
- fion, they would not be demanded, but that if any Burmese A

. were detected tampering with their ﬁdelit{i:
punishment, however extreme, which the i i
To the justice of this he assented. After another

upon them.”

the Burmese

“ that if hereaf

they would be liable to an
anipuri officers might intls

. .%ﬂeﬁt for delay by the Woondouk, which was not granted, Capk

emberton drew up the agreement. A Burmese translation was

. for the Woondouk’s perusal, but he objected to it and prepared an

- in Burmese form containing many objectionable passages.
. agreement the British Commissioners objected. The Manipuri in

To:

preter declared that the Woondouk would never sign thefb%_e'em
drawn up by the Commissioners as it was not according to Bur
i Captain  Pemberton remarked that “ the reply to this was ey
‘dent, the paper was ours, and in accordance with owr forms, and th
the Woondouk refused to receive and sign such a document as we shon
tender to him, we would not surrender : )
 The boundary was then laid down, and the agreement defining
boundaries signed as originally prepared, with some trifling alteratio
The Burmese (lommissioners added « note to the effect; that the Burms
Mipisters would address the British Government regarding the

" strip of country between the eastern base of the Yoma Dou

\‘and the Muri.n%
" Ava, however, fo
" the matter then ended.

hills which they had expeeted to get. The
rmally acquiesced in the boundary laid down, and so

ssion of the country

s
; _ul't *\"?Tr

The following is the English version of the agreement, with tr

L
Evanisy vERSION.

Seoret’ Conn.y 28h dpril 1834,
. No, 11.] W

Firee.—The British  Commis-
gioners, Major Grant and Captain
‘Pemberton, ander indiractions from
the Right Honourable this Governor
‘General 1o Counel, agreo to make
over to the Woondonk Mahamens
| gyan Raja dopd Tearadsugee Ni
ﬁxnol: nwthoo, Comimissioners a)

by the King of Ava, t
ownE 0‘3‘ Tammoo,  Khumbat,
Butajok and all other villnges in
ll"?{(ulm Valley, the Ungoohing
Hills und the stripof valley run-
ning betweon their eastern foot aud
tie westorn bank of the Niogtheo

il

~ or Khyendwen River,

Beeond.~The British Commise
giongrs will whhdeaw the Manee.
ponree  Thavuss now  stationed
within this tract of colatry and

‘to Teayedongyeo

. lations of the Burmese version ;=

(22

TRANSLATION OF A TRANESORIPY OF
wHg  BURNESE VERSION, BY
Mujor-Orvhpati  NoTmans,
Owra, Povzi. Acsyt, Maxievs,

[Palitical A., Moy 1871, No. 168.]

ﬁmm.ﬁle_ Gl‘lrltgnh dcen;::i;
OnErE, or Grant and Ca

Pemberton, suder instruetions from
tho Right Honourable the Governor
General in Qouncil, 0 make
over to the Woondonk (Usder SBee-
retury), Maha Mongvan a, and
. Llef Writer of
Court), Nemyookauihoo, Commis-

siobers appointed by the King of the
Ava, il the villages in: the Kuban

volley, ‘together with Tumoo,
Kumpat, and the towns of Toang-
wit (aliss Sumjok), ateo the Ungan
Hills and the lands between those
and the Khyendwen Biver,

Seoowd,~The Brifish  Commis-
sloners will  withdraw the Manic
pore Thannas now statloned with
this tract of couniry, and

LITERAL TRANSLATION OF |
Homausk vERELON, RuCRIVE
vioM tEn UHisy L
SIONEK, BRITISH Bpm

The two Politieal A
pointed by the British
ment, Major Graut an
Pemberton, and the fw
deputed the K
the Woondo
Mingran Yarased Ts {
(loyal Seribe) Nay Myo.
thoo, have mutually agiee
b Yalloy, sogethar with

ahan Valley, .
towna of Tamoo, Khmh&“'

Tho (Thwat, includ
'Bng::! : :’i'hillb-

o owver, ae alsa
ﬁuuto betwoen the two b
of the Kh
twa - Britisl
shall withdray
thannahs placed
limits,




gmnml_adan“

| certaiu mdirﬁwu.

. west of this lioe the wil

s!ine {a facloded Muso
-hﬂ country Lo Lhe waest-

i ?nd. Cln the south, a line, nx.

frmn tlm enstern foot of

eepoarea ﬂlﬂr}.

! !'.hl.' porth, the line of .
dary. wi'l begin nt the foot of
hilla ok the northern ex.
of he Kol walley sod
¢ north up to the first
Mille, enst of that npon
stand  the vﬂlagcs of
,Noougbm. Noooghur, of

M,ottvh

!’. I, Gl.uu, Major.

| R.B. Pexnezrox, Capt,

Ghant, Ningthee
ry 1864

B

Thivd.—The mdlum- aro that
ﬂn vr!ll to the bounderies
 pointed ont to them

'i tlu tisk Commissioners, and

llmm and refrsin from.
interference, or  indireo
with the pmp‘la realding on the

unlpore side of those boundaries,

Fourth,—The boundarics are s
follows :—

I The nstern foat of the chaie
of moontaine whigh  rise Imme-
diately from the western side of the
plain of the Kubaun Valley. :
age ol
Ewﬂl' aﬁﬁ u{l its lnuds mre to be-

0 Mun

u‘ Um the ‘znlh n line oxtend-
T-n from the eastern foot of the
mm bifls at the point where the
river «l“!‘g lhet #ur;[unf ‘mu;w
weng, an o Munipooties,
Numsailong, enters the plaing, up
1o ite sources and aorosa the hills
fne “::ic?htm[ Nanlr:ia.the? Kay-
on unipore river,

B the north, the line of
bnuudm-y will liegln "ut tho foot of
the ane hilla ut the northern |

extremity of the Kuban Valley, and

pass due north up 1o the frac “N,T
Of hills, ens [orI(BNG Spon. whi
giands the v of Tswaitarn,
B o
Lo Munipore.
m—'ﬂm Barmese  Commis-
elonars heyeh

officers, who will remain in charﬁ
of the territory now made over

them, not in any way to intorfere
wiih the Khyens or other iubabi.
tants liviog on the Munipore side
lings of boundary above des-
eribed, and :he British Cowmmis-
sloners uleu promise  that the
N ries whall be ! not
in any way lo interfore with tha

Khyens or other inhabitanis of

wny  deseription | liviog pn ihe
Iinmuiﬂ?o!‘ the boundsriss now

B. B. Fawazrrow, Capt,

WooRnoux Maws MENGAU.
Ragam,

TiarEnivaYes NEMYOORAUTHOO,

8 . Weet of Natkwou on
oth 5mms 164

To the
f

Noaunhara, now

promise . that they
will give orders to the Buarmeso

And the two  Darmoesés A,wmita
sgreeing  ta  tho Mkrwh;

torms i—
. 1at. 'That' they take ovarﬂu

A e e

Agwnts

Sud,  That the vﬂlugm
on the Cassny side nqibo
lntfrft\rud with, or in iy way |

On theso ferms {the abova |
towns and villages) shall be
made over,

The boundaries to be as taI-
1ows 1=

The pastern foot of the angw | -

of hills immediately on the west:
beorder of the land sitoate on the
Valiar. shafl 'va, st oo’ ha 1

F ixed' ma the
bou:slxy

Bayoud the above bmmdlr,r on
the west s the vill ohﬂ
&, &o., which Isn%o belong
.lluniporo.

The houndary on the sontiy
ghail be Hm! b} & ling extending
from the eastorn foot of  (he
‘eama hills at a point where &&c
viver, called by the
Nunsaweng, and by the Cassays
Nan Teim Lan, enters the plain
nnd along ite conrse down to tha
meouth of the said river, and from
thenee. due wost a8 fur 68 the
Nan Kathey Choung or Creek,

The bouodary on the north -
¢hall begin (v the vastera foot:
of the same range of hilly
run along to the end of the
Kabaw
dre, north es far as n hill whish
is situnte on tho ensters side of
the rangs of Cassay hill
whieh Lho vil nuf';‘a\n

0

irs
tho officers, who shall bo: lef6

in charge of the territory naw

made over, nob in any

disturh or molest  sny Ja

{Kh:unu or oﬂwrﬂ-ilu) who vy

E ti'l’uhl’oli A ,m?’l.ha (wo

nx tical Agen|
that orders will be issu

L v
81 in a temmury M |
Iurthog rposeon ;ma
hﬂnk ﬂﬂt nll'mnt K;in:n e
Nya, ihe Moan
f’ p:hn 1105, .

allay, and. I‘mm thones © -



thly aacomti
: of territory (1) thus m.vol.. 2
Ma,]or Grant and Caplain Pemberton under instructions from the R:

able the Governor General in Council having made over the Kubo Valley o
Commissioners deputed from Ava are suthorized to state—

A JHlirst.—That it is the intention of the Supreme Gmarnment to gmnt ,
| gbipend of five hundred Sicon rupees to the Raja of Manipur, to commence from ﬁ‘he: fili
day of Januasvy one thousand eight hundred and thirty-four, the dage at 'y

"1 transter of Kubo took place as shown in tha agreement mutually signed by the
' and Burmese Commisgionets,

Seoond It is to be distinetly understood that shoald sny mmumsianqaa
‘arige by which the portion of lerritory Iately made over to Aya again reve )
‘the allownnce now granted by the British Gowrnment will uem tmm th

Yevarsion.
| After the cession of the Kubo Vallay to Burma disputes
. constant, though, in a letter dated 17th. November 1840, the Politi
- Agent, Manipur, stated(?) that up to that time the peace of the fron:
had been preserved without a veference to the 'Court of Ava or to 1
- 'Government of India. The Resident at Ava, in 1834, said that
. death of Gumbheer Sing had removed all feclings of peraonal rostat:.
‘ment from the minds of the King and Comrt of Ava.  From this ti
| torrespondence was carried on between the Political Agent and th
Burmese local authorities, cases then arvising with Burmese traders i
- Manipur being decided by the Political Agent. = Dr. Dillon visit
Sumjok in 1868. (%)  He was received with much attention and kindn
by the Rajah, whe provided houses and food for his attendants, a
ke gratefully of the support he gave them. Dr. Dillon’s cam
besieged by claimants for medical relief.  In 1868 Dr. Brown said
. disputes between the Manipuris and residents on the Burmese fro
 were not then very frequent, and were mostly caused by mntual
" and pony stealing. In April 1869, on the invitation of the Raj
Sumjok, he paida friendly visit to the Kubo Valley. The
told Dr. Brown that he intended writing to the King of urma
* bow much he was pleased with the visit,
In 1848 the Burmese complained of aggressions hy the hﬂl v
A e of Loohoopa, sifuated in hM' .
Lexgsions § territory. (*) = This village had n
SO s TR R Mzﬁlpum,
* before it could be reached several others would have to be su
' The Burmese :uuthuntaes, knowing this, affected a doubt whethe
- village was in Mampm- or Burmesa territory, and at.a.ted the; &

gt (") Becret Consultation, 24th April 1834, No. 12.
(*) Politieal Consultation, 28th Deoomber 1840, No. 73,

(*) Political Proceedings (Tndia), November 1868, No. 8. :
Political Proceedings (India), September 1868, No. 859,

(*) Foreign Consulintion, 31st January 1851, No, 120,




Tlage be declared 'ndtim'Mam o tamtory,
ves. Colonel McCulloeh said thaab owing to the ifficulties
would attend the reduction of the village, the Burmese pmhab A
that it wonld be disowned by Manipur, and he immediately

d it fo be in Munipur territory. In February 1849 a Mampur Y

{ against the village and reduced it to subjection.

-'1869 a village called Mokno, inhabited by Burmese, but on ﬁhe.
Manipur side of the boundary, was
forcibly entered by an armed party
Bu ese and the wife and five children of a man named Wonkows
carried off.(*) On the demand of the Political Agent, the Thoogyee

' Pummioo ordered the family to be restored.  The matter was also
srred’ to the Burmese Government, and the Prime Minister readily
eded to the request of the Tolitical Agent at Mandalay to obtain |
possible information about the raid and take such action as justice
anded, | After receiving reports from the frontier officials, the
inigter replied that, on the issue of a Royal order to apprehend
Jueoits who had attacked a Chinese trader, Wonkowmen absconded and.
up his residence in the Mogoung forests, and, on heing sent for,
bseonded. ~ His ‘wife and children were thereupon taken and. '

fought ‘hefore the local Court; while there, the Political Agent at
'. demanded their restoratwn, and thny were given up. In

@ the Manipur village of Mokoo.

: the Minister’s letter the Chief Commissioner, British
B P, remarlced that the proceedings of the Burmese officials in

ing the family and property of a man charged with a eriminal
e was quite in sccordance with Burmese usage. He, however,
ere was reason to believe that the Burmese who committed the

ve ignorant of the fact that the persons’ arrested were nob

ts of Burma, but of Manipur, as the village was situated very

» the boundary line, and also very near & Burmesa frontier garrison.

idering this, and the fact of the individuals having been given .

| when their surrender was demanded by the Political Agent bl
X pm', the matter was allowed to drop.(®) i |

Tn a letter dated 21st Jaunaary 1871 Dr. Brown informed the Wooni-'r

! i  of Gendat that the inhabitants of
N t:‘:;g-‘;‘;mf‘“’_ Manipur villigo of the village of Nat-tseng-nga, in
id been forcibly carried off by Burmese and the village destroyed,
jefore reporting the matter, he asked the Woon to hold an investiga~
,’I'.'he Woon’s reply, which was received by General Nuthall nearly

, months after, rased the qnaﬂtion whether the village was within
or Manipur territory. The Woon asserted that it belonged to

Manipur territory, 50 in number,

'tlxat the inhabitants left it of their own accord, because the I1

r of the village had oppressed them, and that they had stated '

(%) Politioal Proccedings (India), July 1870, Nos, 240-41.
{?) Political Prooeedings (Iudia), Murch 1871, Nos. 587-88,




fhiat they Qid not wish-to Tive ut Nab-

‘slated that two other villages, Mo

b .‘-anﬁ. Namwenl
Barmese territory. O st
General Nuthall proceeded to the frontier in April 1871
st Nt i v . aitee i ff nm’tﬂi’i on :ghiﬂhﬁ%ﬂ? of
il S rontior i honndary line these villages
-;fﬁ:ti;; ‘cunnwtaon with the boundary lay. He tﬂﬁk‘. g qurpqorél VI
it j (Manipur Foreign Minister)
“him in order to come to an understanding  with the Woon of 'Ge
regarding some unsettled complaints of plunder and outrage which had
‘been made by Manipur (') The Government of India approved his hayin;
- proceeded to the frontier, but directed him to ‘confine’ himself to v
| particalar duties for which he went, and to refrain from ralsing any. |
+ general question of boundary between Manipur and  Burma  withoubt
. specific 1nstructions from the Government of India. The '
. General Nuthall’s investigation proved that Nat-tseng-nga
| were both within Manipur territory. General Nuthall did not, howeyer,y
" ‘meet with a proper reception when he went to the frontier. “Althon

© he informed the Gendat Woon by letter that he was goiog to
~the frontier, and invited that official to meet him, yet when he

' nt the encampment about a mile from Tammoo, none of the auth:

_came to welcome the party ; on the contrary, aversion, il n t @
hostility, was shown them. A musket was fired off near the npr
which, General Nuthall said, might appear trivial, but ifs gignifi

. was well known to the Burmese as also to the Manipuris, who'

moticed it. A thannah had also been constructed on ground th

always been deemed Manipur territory, and the guard turned out

and attempted to stop the party, The Tset Kai (Burmese N
Judge) had been deputed by the Gendat Woon to meet Geeneral Nathail
 When be arrived at Tummoo he requested General Nuthall to go '
 Mhis being an yndue assumption of rank on the part of the Tse

General Nuthall declined to doso. The next day the Tset Kad

him to avail himself of some huts built for the reception of the

and he would meet him there. General Nuthall replied that if

~ really wished bis party to ocenpy the huts, they should have asked

to do so before they constructed huts for themselves, that |

intention of moving for the Tset XKai’s convenience, and that i
wished to see him he would have to come to where he was.
Nuthall did not really want to see him, as he considered that a referent
fo Government would be necessary. ~ He accordingl) returned to M

. pur without seeing either the Tset Kai or the Woou, He, how:
_informed the Woon by letter that the villages were in Manipur terrie
. tory. He also informed him about the Tset Kai’s conduct, foué'lwhlbh‘.
~ the Woon apologised. i i e

(1) Tolitical Proceedings (India); May 1671, Nok. 16189,
Political Procoediugs (Indin), June 1672, Nos, 384413




. In the first edition of Aitchison’s Mreaties the boundary between

Manipur and the Kubo Valley is deseribed as follows :— The eastern
pagt of the chain o) mountains which rise immediately from the western
Side of the Kubo Valley,” General Nuthuall pointed out that this was
probably & misprint as it is defined in. the ‘original Burmese as “the
ern fool,” &e. General Nuthall considered it not improbable that
the Burmese Government had obtained possession of our translation of
the Treaty, and bad thus taken the opportunity of asserting its claim
to Mokoo, Nat-teeng-nga, and Namweeloong, [ The mispriat has beeu

rrected in the revised edition of the Treaties.]

| Phere is a great publie voad, much frequented by both Muanipuris
and Burmese, which runs parallel to, and af the foot of, the Muring
ille, It is called the “ Lan-ma-dan” or Royal road, and was con-
tructed so many years ago that the inhabitants of the valley can give
y0 account of its origin. General Nuthall said this road seemed to have
sen recognized by both Governments as the established boundary, and
e conld find no trace of a defined houndary other than this road. He
thought that Captain Pemberton must have eleared the jungle and
opened out this me. The road is, however, shown on Captain Pember-
g map to be well in Burmese territory, and to have been in existence
- when the boundary wus laid down,
' The following remarks wexe made by the Government of India on
| General Nuthall’s reports :—
As rogards the boundary itself, His TFxcellenay it Counoil considers that there can
e no reasonable doubt on the subject. 1t is quite clear from thoe report of Captain
Pemberton, the officer deputed in 1334 to demarcate the boundary, that Manipur terntory
extends to the footi of the eastorn slope of the Maring hills ard not to any highway suchl
a8 that mentioned in your lefter. The boundary is, indeed, clearly laid down in Captain
Peaberton’s mup of Manipur, copy of which is donbtless in your possedsion. 1f not, a
opy ‘will bo sent from this office. As regurds, theu, the action of the Burmese in the
villages of N tsenpa and Moloo, the issue tiurns on tho easily ascerfainable fact whether
' 'they are on the slope of the hill or i the plain, and this I am to request that you will ab
& vonvenient opportunity agedrtain and report to this Office. '
- As Gﬁneml-.Nutbsqll did not possess a copy of Captain Pemberton’s
map he was furished with one. A second copy was also sent for the
use of t_l'ne‘Mahp.ra;gah. General Nuthall was at the same time told that
any deviation from the boundary as laid down by Captain Pemberton
could not be conntenanced by the Government of India. -

In aceordance with the instrucfions quoted in the foregoing para-
Gol il Lo A ‘graph, Colonel Mowbray Thomson,
g B e ot Ol i o g
ary question. - olitical = Agent, proceeded to the’
e : frontier in November 1872 to settle
the disputed portion of the boundary and other matters in dispule
 between Manipur and Burma. The Burmese Government had been
communicated with and appointed an official to mect Colonel Thomson
93’1' t!le frnntjer. (olonel Thomson sent timely information of his com-
' ing in English and Burmese, and informed the authorities that he was




to commence his enquiries from the village of Weetoop.(') When he
arrived at the village of Satumkhoorum, one march from Weetoop, he =
sent information to the Burmese authorities at Weetoop that he had =
arrived, and was prepared to meet the officer deputed by the Burmese |
Goverpment. His advance party preceded him to build huts, and they
had just commenced building when a shot was fired at them by a '
villager of Weetoop. The huts were, however, constructed. Colonel
Thomson temarked that the Burmese could have o ‘excuse for this
outrage as they knew full well that his visit was a friendly one. They
aflerwards told some of his party that it was 'done by a child. Not-
withstanding his huving sent early information of his coming no one
was there to meet him. The Gendat Woon afterwards arvved. e '
begged that the matter might be deferred till they met the Tsauba of |
Sumjok at Mongsa, to which Colohel Thomson agreed. = The Numthow
Thannah was the only point of dispute raised by the Burmese officials, | |
(No complaint regarding this thannah had been forwarded to the Gow- |
ernment of India) This thannah Colonsl Thomson stated was eon-
siderably within the Manipur boundary. Colonel Thomson allowed the
Manipur official to ask why the people of the village of 'Nat—'tseng-ng'&- ik

nly

and

had not been returned, but the Burmese official said he was o
authorised to speak on the subject of the Numthow Thannah, and
declined to confer on any other subject. They had no actual eomplain
regarding the boundary ; what they required was that the Treaty of
1534 should-be adhered to. They pointed out to Colonel Thomson
two villages Thangboong and Monggong, to the south-west of Tummo,
which they said had paid tribute to them for the previous three years.
These villages do not now ocenpy the same sites shown in Pemberton’s |
map. Colonel Thomson went to the villages and ascertained personally
that they had never paid tribute to Burma. He also visited Mokoo
and Nat-tseng-nga and satisfied himself that they belong to Manipur.

With his report Colonel Thomson forwarded a map showing Cap-
tain Pemberton’s boundary as he proposed that it should be considered ||
to exist.(?) Tt was a line drawn generally from village to village, |
along the foot of the hills.  Colonel Thomson was asked whether the
Jine deseribed by bim did or did not correspond with Captain Pember-
ton’s line, and he was requested to report whether Captain Pemberton’s
line could be identified. He was told that-— T,

Ii Pemberton’s line can be identified, it must b¥maintained as the boundary. If
it cnnnot, His Excellenay in Council is of opinion that next cold season you and the Poli< 1
tical Agent ab Mandalay, it the King of Burmah will place the matter in his hands, '«
otharwise n Burmess official, should meot and, making use of Captain Pemberton's map on

(*) Politieal Procendings (India), January 1878, Nos, 424-430.
() Political Proceedings }_Tn.dia), January 1873, No. 428,
Political Procesdings (Tndin), March 1873, Nos, 534-95,
Political Proceedings (Tudia), May 1878, No. 151.
Political Praceedings (Indiz), November 1873, Nos. 23-25,
Palitical Proceeitings (Ladia), October 1874, Nus. 18-20.
Political Proeeedings (India), March 1876, Nos, 566-42,




the best data wvailable, aseertain what is tho real houndazy, note the villages on either
| mide ol it, and take such conipass bearings, &e., #8 will admit of recognition hercafter
in’ the evenl of dispute,
Colonel Thomson replied that he could not strictly identify Pemberton’s
o, Jing, and that the line he sugFested was the nearest approximation to
He

. it which he could define. proposed that a professional surveyor
' might be made available to accompany him and the Manipur and

| Burmese officials during the season 1373-74, when the whole of the
Manipur-Kubo boundary could be properly demareated. In a letfer
dated 28th March 1873 the Political Agent was told that, in consider-
ation of the oceurrences on the Naga-Manipur boundary (paras. 30-35),
the Government of India was not disposed to make a reference to
Burma on the subject till the Manipur Durbar placed the settlement
of the boundary in the Political Agent’s hands without rescrvation.
' When the Durbar consented to this, the Government of India would
take steps for the deputation of the Political Agent at Mandalay or of
some one nominated by the King of Burma to seftle the frontier in
company with the Political Agent. The Chief Commissioner, British
~ Burma, was however of opinion that under no circumstances should the

Political Agent himself leave Mandalay for that duty. The Mabarajab
of Manipur did net reply to the Political Agent’s letter till six months
after, when Dr. Brown had relieved Colonel Thomson. He agreed to
place the matter unreservedly in the Political Agent’s hands for settle-
‘mend,  On the Burmese Government being then asked to depute an
officer for the purpose of settling the bonndary, they replied that the
boundary was satisfactory and that the appointraent of a deputation for
‘the purpose of demarcatin/’ it was deprecated. On this the Chief
Commissioner, British Bfitina, suggested that unless the matier was
considered very important in Manipur, it should not be pressed. The
Manipur Durbar was then consulted, and they agreed to accept what
had long been recognized on either side as Pemberton’s line. The Poli-
fical Agent remarked that the boundary had only been called in ques-
tion during the previous few years, and that the Burmese had with-
drawn the thannah they had established on the Manipur side and aban-
‘doned their claim to the villages. He also remarked that the line pro-
posed by Colonel Thomson, which seemed intéded fo run straight
nearly from village to village, and cat out an old established Manipur
‘thannah named Moreh, was strongly objected to by Manipur, as it
‘ywould deprive these villagers of almost all the land they cultivated.
Dr. Brown mentioned another objection, viz., that bringing the Bur-

: ‘mese lina close up to these villages would be a strong temptotion to

‘interference. He proposed that the old line, with the exception of a
~ portion he had altered in a map sent, should be adhered to as marked.
| On the matter being referred to the Burmese Government, they said

they wished to adhere, without any modification, fo the Treaty of 1833
laying down the boundary. The boandary question was thereupon
dropped.




' The messengurslwho brought the letter to Manipur from the Woon
Alleged raid by Manipur Nagas on the : ; T
B il s ot Rostooins: of Nat-tseng-nga (page 187 above)
vt e brought a second letter to the Poli-
tical Agent, in which the Woon complained that Manipur Nagas’ of the
village of Hmautsem, *‘ assisted by ten Nagas of the mountan range,”
had attacked and burned the Burmese village of Beetoop,(!) killing twe

of Gendat regarding the village '

men and 26 buffaloes, and earrying off twelve men, women and child-

ren.  They destroyed all the property in the village by fire, including
400 baskets of rice, and took away 200 baskets of rice wath them.
The Woon said that on the matter being investigated the Hmautsem @
Nagas confessed that it was done by them, and he requested the Poli- -
tical Agent to try and make them deliver up the villagers and property.

Hmautsem wag far to the south (it is not marked on Pemberton’s map)
and bad not been brought under the control of Manipur. When
General Nuthall proceeded to the frontier in April ‘1871 in connection
with the boundary, he intended to make enquiries regarding the attack,

but, no further action in the matter was reported to the Government of
India. |

Complaints by the Burmese against ation .!"‘d arrived there from Mandﬁ"
Manipur, Burmese Government asked  lay with a letter from the Woon-
to postespond through the Eesident at  ghindan M yngee, and had requested
ﬁﬁ‘a‘ﬂi::{w oan Munipur-Kube frontier b o euquire $rb s L eI

tain matters ‘of dispute between

Manipur and Burma. They were not furnished with any authority

might suffer by sending them away, took up the questions.

The fivst dispute was that whout ten years previons(?) a man and '

The Maharajah of Manipur assured General Nuthall that the village of

In July 1872 the Political Agen-t_ at Manipur reported that a deput-

for theiy visit by the Political Agent at Mandalay, but Colonel Thom- ,. "
son, the Political Agent at Manipur, fearing that Manipur interests = |

his wife, residents of Sumjok, when going from Manipur were murdered - |

near the Lokstow River in Manipur tervitory, and no steps were taken

by the authorities in the matter. In reply to this the Manipur authori-
ties asserted that the murders alluded to, as also of two Manipuris,
were committed by their baggage coolie, that enguiry was instituted at

the time, and that the perpetrator was brought to justice, The second A

dispute was that the Manipur thannah, which had been at Ochanpok,

was removed three years previously about four miles towards Burma,
that it was requested at the time that it might be withdrawn to its

original site, but as no steps had been taken for its remoyal, the request
was' again made. In reply to this Colonel Thomson said that he was

(*) Political Proceedings (India), May 1871, Nos. 151 and 156,
(*) Political Proceedings (India), August 1872, Nos, 818-15,




I‘to visit the boundary during the ensning cold weather, and he would

N then settle tho dispute. The third dispute was that some Nagas from

" Manipur tetritory bad attacked the village of Mowlong, near Sumjok,
' and killed and carried off ten persons, and & considerable amount of

 property, Rs. 800 keing paid for the release of the captives. They said
the Manipur authorities took no notice of the matter. The Manipur
authorities asserted that they never heard of it before, and the deputation

) -~ appeared satisfied with this reply. The fourth dispute was regurding

twelve muskets which were stolen b{r Burmese from the Manipur thannah
of Montom in 1869, but which could not be recovered.(') This theft
was admitted by the Rajak of Sumjok at the time it oceurred; as he
‘could not recover the muskets, he was prepared to give compensation for
thena. The deputation asked the Manipur Durbar whether they would
accept twelve other muskets or double the value of those stolen. The pro-
posals were not aceepted. - Colonel Thomson told them that the Maharajah

. eould aceept of no other guns or even double the value of those stolen.

The fifth dispute was regarding a Manipur sepoy’s wife said to have been
seduced and earried off, together with her son. The deputation brought
the woman, who was examined by Colonel Thomson. She stated that
' ghe went of her own accord and lived with a man in Sumjok and was
. not willing to join her hushaud again. Colonel Thomson suggested to

' the deputation that damages to the extent of Rs. 120 should be paid
to her husband and his child left with him. To this they williagly

~ agreed, and the money was paid at once.

The Political Agent at Mandalay was requested(?) to inform the
Burmese Government of what had taken place, and to add that it would
be better, and lead to the speedier and morve satisfactory settlement of
such matters if they were referred through him instead of direct to the
Manipur Durbar, '

Tn Pebruary 1575 the Rajah of Sumjok complained to the Political
- Agent, Mantpur, that a party of
Kongjai Kookies belonging to that
State had attucked the village of
Nampee, sitnated within Burmese territory, and killed 45 men, women,
and children. The village of Nampee 1s not marked on Pember-
' ton’s map, but is situated near the northern boundary of the Kubo -
! Valley.

According to the Manipur authorities, the Ayapoorel (Manipur
official detailed for matters connected with Burma) had been recently
“appointed, and went to the Burmose frontier for the purpose of makin
. himself acquainted with his duties. ‘While there some dispute oecumﬁ

‘hetween his men and the inhabitants of some villages situated in the
Tankhool Naga Hills in Manipur territory. While the dispute was

Alleged raid by Manipur Kongjuis on the
| Burmese village of Nawmpes.

(1) Political Proceadings (Iudia), August 1869, Nos. 46 to 48,
(*) Political Proceedings (India), August 1872, No. 314.




‘under settloment, the inhabitauts of one village, in which the Manipuris |
had halted, set upon them durivg the night and killed eleven Manipuyis |
and one Kookie, This lead to an expedition of 150 Manipuri scpoys

and 700 Hill Kookies being sent to punish the offending village, = They
assembled at the Kongal Thannah, from whence they proceeded and
. destroyed the offending village; killing nine men, and then returned  to

the thannah, ; ] Sl

When the Burmese complaint was received the Politieal Agent
was absent on duty in Cachar, The man who brought the letter, by
name Tammoo Seajah, was said to be acquainted with the case, as he
was at the Kongal Thannah when the attack on Nampee was said to
have occurred. He waited in Manipur till Dr. Brown’s return, who
examined hiw. He said that the Manipur foree returned to the Kongal
Thannah on the 1st Vebruary, and that he received information on the

3rd that Nampee had been attacked on the night of the Ind. He also

said that the Ayapoorel denied the possibility of his Kookies having
committed the raid, but refused to investigate the matter, saying that

the raid, if committed, must have been done by Nagas or others in i

Burmese territory. None of the Kongjais were seen bLetween the
Kongal Thannah and Nampee, but they were accused becouse the
Burmese considered that no other party could have commitfed the
raid, '
On first receipt of the Burmese complaint the matter looked so
suspicions that Dr. Brown asked the Maharajah to suspend the
Ayapoorel, pending the result of an enquiry on the spot. He at. the
game time asked that arrangements might be made for coolics, and a
head official appointed to assist in the enquiry. The Mabarajah replied
that he considered the suspension of the Ayapoorel before an enquiry
bad been made to be unjustifiable; and he threw difficulties in the way
of the enquiry Ly saying that the greater part of the Nagas had gone
with the Kamhow force (paragraph 82). and that those who came with
Dr. Brown from Cachar had gone to their hills and were not then fit to
be called again.  Dr. Brown by this time having made fuller enguiries,
thought thati the Manipur case looked favourable, and the only way
he could account for their obstructiveness was that they dreaded an
investigation into the original expedition. He thought that some
oppressive measures on their part had led to the attack and murder of
the Maunipuris and Kookies. He however afterwards acquitted the
Maharajah of any wish to interfere with the investigation, and said 'he
thought he ouly wished for delay in order fo obtain the services of
Tangal Major, who was with the Kamhow expedition. The matter of
the coolies having been arranged, Dr. Brown proceeded to the village

of Nampee, accompanied by the Ayapoorel. He had previously written

to the Rajah of Sumjok, asking him to depute an official of standing from
the Burmese side to assist in the investigation; but he said he would
prefer that the Rajah himself would find it convenient to meet him,
metead of any other official. \




Dr. Brown reached the frontier on the 1st April, but' as nothing
- Bl ) ~ had been heard of the Rajah of

| Pr. Browns visih to the frontier o - Sumjok, he sent off a short note fo
iebeiioed him intimating his arvival. (') The
next morning a Burmese arrived in camp, who said he had heard that
the Rajah intended meeting the Political Agent, but was delayed, as his
mother was sick. Late the same night a short note was recerved from
the Rajab, saying he could not come as his head priest had just died, but
that he would send an official of standing as soon as possible. A meot-
ing had been arranged to iake place at Moogsa, a short distance from
where Dr. Brown had encaraped, and he weot there on the 3rd.  He
found no preparations being made for the reception of any one in the
village, aud no official of any kind to afford information ; be therefore
returned to his standing eamp the following evening, where he had left
the Manipur party. None of the people of Mongsa had heard any-
thing about the raid, except throngh the Burmese messenger who had
passed through their village, and as the case at this stage appeared likely
to break down and prove a false charge altogether, Dr. Brown reinstated
the Ayapoorel. A Burmese official, suid to be a nephew of the Rajah of
Sumjok, arrived at Mongsa on the evening of the 4th, and met Dr.
Brown at his camyp the next morning. The matter was then gone into,
with the result of further weakening the Burmese case. The raid
having been committed on the eveving of the 2nd, and the whole of
the Manipur party having returned to the capital on the Sth, it was
admitted that, if the dates given by the Burmese and Manipuris were
¢orvect, it wonld have been impossible for the Manipur Kongjais to bave
committed the raid, as the journey from Nampee to the Manipur capital
eould not possibly be done under four days. Dr. Brown,. however, in
his report to Government, said there was no doubt the Kongjais with
the Manipur force could have committed the raid, if a raid had been
committed, the distance between the Kongal Thannah and Nampee
being much less than he was at first led to believe. The Burmese
admitted that vo ome had seen Kongjais going to or coming from
Nampee, and that Kongjais were in the habit of trading in numbers in
the Kubo Valley. They therefore retracted what they had positively
maintained, viz,, that if Kongjais had committed the raid, it could only
have been done by those with the Manipur force. They, however,
insisted that a raid had been committed as alleged, and Dr. Brown
proceeded to the village, the Burmese having pledged themselves to
ghow the remains of the 45 persons killed. When Dr. Brown arrived
at the viliage, there was no sign that it had been attacked at all. The
houses were all intaet, the headman of the village failed to produce the
remains of the persons said to have been killed, and the marks on doors
said to have been produced by ballets were found, with one exeeption,
which was even doubtful, to have been cut with some instrument.
Dl Brown eonsidered that the evidence led to one of two conclusiong,—
the first, and by far the strongest, was that the case was an entirely

(') Political Proceedings (India), Masy 1875, Nos, 141 to 151.




false and malicious one without foundation ; the second, thatif it
contained any element of truth, it had been much exaggerated, and the
Manipur State aceused without a shadow of proof to support the accusa-
tion. The only explanation he could offer was that the complaint had
heen intended as o set-off against former Manipur ones, it being common.
to both States to have pet grievances on either side to which they
constantly refer, and the Manipuris had then by far the heaviest lis
against Burma.

Dr. Brown informed the Rajah of Sumjok and the Maharajah of
Manipur of the resnlt of the enquiry. He told the Maharajahof =
Manipur that, although he thought it highly improbable that the
Manipur Kongjais bad committed any raid, still there was an element/ |
of suspicion in the case, as they had opportunity, being encamped = .
so far from the Kongal Thannah where the Manipur force was,
that no personal control by the Manipur officers was possible. He
therefore asked the Maharajah, in all cases of the employment of
armed Kongjais with Manipur troops, to direct a sofficient wateh
to be kept over them, so as to render the oceurrence of such
complaints impossible.  He also asked the Maharajah, whenever he had =
oceasion to use troops near the Burmese frontier, to intimate the factto
the nearest Burmese official where the force was to assemble, and its
ohjects. ) ] ol
On 14th May, the Chief Commissioner, British Burma, reported that
the Burmese Government had complained to the Resident at Mandalay
regarding the attack on Numpee and asked what settlement would be |
effected. At this time Sir Douglas Forsyth was about to proceed to .
Mandalay in connection with Western Karennee affairs, and the Chief
Commissioner was requested to furnish him with a copy of Dr. Brown’s V)
report, with an intimation that he was to make no allusion to the
subject at Mandalay, but that if the Barmese Government refoerred to |
ity he should inform them of the result of the investigation, and say
that the Government of India were satisfiel that there was no just |
cause of complaint against Manipur. The matter does not, however, | '\
appear to have been alluded to by the Burmese Government, for it is.
not mentioned in Sir Douglas Forsyth’s report, i i L

The Kongal Thanunabh isa Manipur outpost situated on the banks

) of the River Nummeah, which there =

Attack bfy g“}"m‘i’s" on the Magipur oube £ 0c tho boundary between Manipur
by and Burma, and is due north of the = 1

Kubo Vailey, It was garrisoned by one Jemadar and 20 sepoys. On =

the morning of the 14th December 1877 the thannah was attacked by
about 100 Shans, Burmess subjects, of the Kubo Valley.  Kight

Manipuris were killed and the guard-house burat (*) On the mornng
of the attack the Jemadar had heard that a large party of Burmese were =
assembled in 4 village not far off, and sent four men to see if the report -

were true; a party had also been sent on other duty to the Kampang S

(*) Politioal Proceedings (India), May 1878, Nos, 107-28,



Thannah on the Manipur road ; and the Jemadar and three men had
me to superintend the ercction of some huts about 200 yards distant
Arom the stockade. Six men were thus only left in the stockade.  One
was on sentry outside, another ias eooking, nud the remaining four
~were inside.  There was aleo a Nagn who had come to sell something.
‘The sentry and three of the men inside were killed ; the four men who
“had gone off to enquire regarding the reported assembly of Burmese
were also found killed abount 50 yards from the stockade. When
* abtacked the four men inside the stockade kept up a fire on the Burmese
~till three of the four fell ; the fourth man then elimbed over the rear of
the stockade sod escaped into the jungle. The Burmese had also some
. Joss on their side, for the man who eseaped veported that he saw two
. bodies being carried away by the attacking party.
' On the outrage being reported, Colonel Johnstone, the Political
. Agent, proceeded at once to the Kongal Thannah to investizate
| the matter.(!) The result of his investigation left no' doubt about
the correctness of the report. The opinion of the people there was that
. the attack had been committed by the Sumjok Rajah with the permission,
. if not at the instigation, of the King of Burma, with the object of
~seeing how far they conld go with Manipur ; and that, in the event of
' the outrage being passed over without notice, it was feared that it
* might only be the prelude to a more serious attack. In corroboration
. of this it was reported on good authority that the women and children
. of .the Kubo 'Valley had all been put across the Ningthee River, and
~ that the men were under arms, The news of the attack caused great
* exeitement in Manipur, The Maharajah said that it was only owing to
~ the presence of the Polifical Agent that the people remained quiet.
- Every one to the south of the eapital had his bundle of elothes and
1 parched rice ready to flee.  Colonel Johnstone at first was inclined to
. think that the Manipuri interpretation of the cause of the attack was a
. opretty correct one. ¢ For many years past,” he said, “ much ill-feeling
- hats prevailed along the border, both parties, being dissatisfied with the
. boundary as at present defined, or rather I should say ill-defined, and it
i quite possible that the Rajah of Sumjok, whose son has a very bad
' reputation, may have represented his supposed grievances at Mandalay,
“and been encouraged to insult the much-hated and despised Manipuris,””
Bubsequently, however, he said he was inclined to lay the entire blame
on the Rajah of Sumjok.

. Since the attack was made the passes leading to Burma have heen
. closed to all comers from thence except Burmese officials, buf Burmese
' and others travelling from the west have been allowed to pass on,
on the understanding that their safety could only be gmaranteed as
. far as the Manipur frontier. Colonel Johnstone explained that this
- was done to prevent panics in Manipur, as the appearance of a few
. Burmese unescorted wounld have created great alarm,
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Before any information regarding the attack had reached the K
dent at Mandalay, a letter was received from him forwarding
communication from the Burmese Minister for Foreign Affairs, (1) 1
Burmese Minister represented that the Rajah of Sumjok had complained
that a body of Manipuri Khyens had made three attacks on the
- Burmese Khyen village of Natapoe—the first in 1874-75, when over
40 men were killed ; the second in October-November 1577, when 20
were killed ; and the third in December 1877, when 80 were killed, -
The fiest of these alleged attacks was reported at the time it was said to
have occurred, and the details of which are given in pavagraphs 116-2L,1 |
but this was the first wention of any raids by Manipur in 1877, Il

A copy of Colonel Johnstone’s repart regarding the attack on the
Konoal Thannah was sent to Colonel Duncan, Resident at Mandalay,
and a copy ‘of Colonel Duncan’s letter and enclosure regarding the
alleged atfacks on the village of Nampee were sent to Colonel Johnstone,
Colonel Duncan was instructed to vequest an explapation from the
Burmese Government, and Colonel Johnstone was instructed to request

‘a similar explanation from the Manipur Durbar, but in doing so they .
were merely to state the facts of the cases and to make comments or
reflections thereon themselves. _ st

The Maharajah of Manipur denied all knowledge of any- attacks
made on the village of Nampee.(?) He remarked that the first charge
had been investigated by Dr. Brown and proved to be false, that he had
heard nothing of the ofher two outrages, that no cowplaint had been *
made by the Rajah of Sumjok, and that it was ugnal in such cases |
for him to eoraplain to the Manipur officers and ta the Political
Agent.. Colonel  Johnstone said he did not attach the slightest

_eredence to the report. He believed that the charge had been got up | |
simply a5 a set-off against the charge preferred by Manipur against
Burma. When the Kongal outrage was first reported, he took some
pains to ascertain if the tribes on the Mawpur side of the boundary
had been engaged in any attack on Burmese territory, which mighthave
led to the aggressive act, but conld not find the least evidence to show -
that such had been the case. He pointed out how improbable the
attacks were, and referred to Dr. Brown’s investigation into the alleged
raid in 1876,  He remarked that, on Dr. Brown’s investigation of the
alleged attack in 1875, the headman put down the number of inhabitants
of the village of Nampee as 21,% but assuming that he meant heads

¥ (BEuiract from Dy, Brown's report of 1876,

“ Asked (the hosdman of Nampee) : How many inhabifants wore in the viﬂagl
before the raid ? Hoe replied twenty-one, And aftor? Fifteen. He seemed utiery o
unconscions of there beiug aiy discrepancy regarding the number killed, foxty-five,
and the number of origival inhabitants.’ i

Pt
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 of households, and allowing four or five to a house, the nnmber of slain
. would he soout of proportion to the population as to render the case
| quite unique in Naga warfare, and east a grave doubt on the statement,
even were there no other negative evidence to be brought forward.
Tn reply to the letter of the Resident at Mandalay asking for an
_ explanation, the Burmese Government said that they had received
secounts from their officials on the Manipur frontier which confirmed
- the aceount given by the Political Agent, Manipur.(*) They disavowed
“%he conduet of their local officials, who, they said, had acted without
orders, and they promised to call to Mandalay all those engaged in the
aifair, and make an investigation and punish the offenders. The
" Burmese Minister, however, in his letter complained that ¢ there being:
' an insuflicient disposition of ordnance and ammunition in Manipur for
‘the purpose of effectually attacking Sumjok, 200 maunds of powder
‘and 5,000 muskets had been gent for from Caleutta and preparations
made” He Further complained that the Manipur gnard at Mo-le
Thanpah had been strengthened by 100 men, and that orders had been
 issued by the Maharajsh and the Political Agent, prohibiting Burmese
" from entering or leaving Manipur. In a letter dated 4th May 1878,
‘Colonel Duncan was tokl that the Governor General in Council was glad
" to recognise the friendly and well disposed character of the communi-
. cation made by the Burmese Government, but he was af. the same time
| told to watch the progress of the case carefully, and to satisty himself
' ‘that a thorough investigation was mude into the eonduct of the Sumjok
. Rajah as promised. About this time the Government of India had
 supplied the Maharajah of Manipur with 750 percussion muskets and a
- quantity of ammunition on payment, The arms were given to replace
_the smooth-bore muskets supplied on the formation of the Manipur
Levy in 1825, which were roturned to the arsenal at Fort William to be
' broken up; and the ammunition was supplied simply because the
" Maharajah’s stock was nearly exhausted. This being probably the
foundation of the Burmese rumour that the British Government had |
supplied arms and ammimition to Manipur for the purpose of attacking
the Rajah of Sumjok, the fucts’of the case were explained to the Resi-
dent in order to prevent misunderstanding on the part of the Burmese.
On the 5th July- 1878 the Burmese Minister for Foreign Alfairs
informed the Resident that the Rajah of Sumjok had arrived at Mandalay
and been examined regurding the attack on the Kongal outpost. The
| Rajah denied that his people attacked the thannah. He did not know for
~ gertain whe did so, but he had heard that wild Khyeus attacked the
" stockade and killed the eight Manipuris, He again repeated his charge
inst Manipur, saying that Manipuri Khyens came frequently into
. his villages and killed people, whereby he had lost over 100 men. In
 forwarding this deposition the Minister asked the Resident to give the

(1) Political Procecdings (India), May 1878, No. 121,
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names and places of abade of those who headed the attack, and ey ol
would be examined and punished, if found guilty. Ina separate letter =
of the same date he asked the Resident for information as to the steps
which had becn taken regarding the enquiry into the attacks on the
 village of Nampee, and the punishment of the offenders, In a con- |
versation the Sub-Minister also informed Mr. Shaw that, as the Rajah of |
Sumjolc - deniad that it was his people who eommitted the assault on | |
the Kongal Thannah, the proper course was to substantiate the charge '
by specific evidence, and that, unless this were done, no further inve‘sti;.f?: e
gation could be made by the Burmese Government. Mr. Shaw
remarked that it would be very difficult for us to ascertain the names
and residence of the culprits, as we could not prosecute an enquiry in.
Burmese territory, and that our request for an investigation had refer- |
ence to an attack the faet of which was admitted by the Burmese'
 Government themselves ; it was therefore hoped that the Burmese
Government would, whether the Rajah were implieated or not, make @
full enquiry. Tt was urged by the Minister that the attack having
been denied by the Sumjok Tsauba there was no reasom for further
enquiry ; they nevertheless issued orders to the frontier officials to make
enquiry whether those wlho attacked the thannah were Burmese ox nof.
In a letter dated 5th September 1878,(1) Colonel Johnstone reported |
that he had again made very careful enquiries with the view of ascer-
taining whether there was any truth in the charges brought by Burm.
against Manipur, with the result that he was more than ever convinced
that they were groundless. He swas more confirmed in this opinion
from a conversation he had in July 1575 with a Burmese offieial who
brought a letter to him from the ]}r”mmgme of Tummoo and the Woon
of Gendat. This man requested that the witnesses in the Kongal cuse
might he allowed to go to Tummoo with him to give evidence at the ||
investigation, and Colonel Johnstone sent them together with two of
the Maharajah’s officers.  They left Manipur on 14th July, and did not'
return fill 4th September. They said they bad been kept at Tummo
waiting till the Rajah of Sumjok should return from Mandalay, and
were sent back without any investigation having taken place. They |
were told that a letter bad heen sent to the Resident at Mundalay, that'
the Sumjok Rajah denied having committed the offence, that there would =
be no investigation, and that Manipur had committed many outrages in .
Burma. The witnesses heard from the people of Tummoo that the
Waundeuk who had been charged with the investigation had taken the
part of the Sumjok Rajah. The Burmese explanation was that they
1ssned orders regarding the investigation to the Wundouk in charge of
the frontier province ; he passed on the ordersto the Governor of Tam- @
moo, and informed the Manipur authorities by lefter ; meanwhile the =~
Manipur party had returned, and the letter was not delivered, It also '
appeared from letters from the Burmese Minister to the Residentat =~

(*) Political Proceedings (India), November 1878, Na. 800,
Political Proceedings (India), Novetuber 1878, No, 306,




AST WRONTIER OF BENGAT.

.Man'_&aiay that the Manipur party arrived at Tummoo on the 26th July,
and that after their arrival the Burmese frontier official wrote to Mandalay

. for instructions, and that the reply arrived too late. The Burmese

* Government explained the matter to the Manipur Durbar, and asked
that the men might be sent to Tummoo again, but that previous notice

. hie given of their departure. Mr. Shaw also asked that he might be

. previously informed of the probable date of arrival in Burraese territory
" of the Manipur party. Colonel Johnstone was requested to bear this
_point in mind in sending the party again. He was, however, asked by
‘the Government of India whether, in his opinion, the enquiries then
made were sufficient to render the recurrence of similar outrages impro-
bable, It was said that if, owing to the delay which had already passed,

. mno practical advantage was to hé hoped for by pressing the investigation
further, it would be desirable to advise the Manipur Durbar to drop the
‘matter. Colonel Johnstone, however, could not recommend the adop-

' tion of such a course.  He felt sure it wonld lead to serious trouble in
- future. The Manipuris so distrust the Burmese that he did not think a
. peaceable state of affairs could be expected unloss some reparation wag

. made ; he remarked that the Kongal outrage was the culminating act of a
+ . long series of minor offences, and that the Manipuris considered that unless

. some punishment was awarded to the offenders, there would be no security
'\ for the future. Every dacoity by the hill tribes was believed at
. Manipar to be instigated Ly the Burmese, and Colonel Johnstone had
difficulty in persnading the Maharajah that this was not likely to be the

. ease. Colonel Johnstone, however, suspected that there was a tendency

. on the part of the Sumjok people to encourage the Kookies on the
. Manipur border to give trouble, though the disposition was exaggerated.

- The Manipuri witnesses were sent to Tummoo the second time on
the 17th Januvary 1879, a month’s previons nofice having been given by
the Political Agent.fo the Resident at Mandalay. According to inform-
~ ation received by Colonel Johnstone a Court was convened for the
! investization of the outrage, consisting of eizht persons, among whom

" were o son of the Wundouk, two sons of the Rajah of Sumjok, and an
‘officer of the Rajabh of Sumjok.(1) The Manipur witnesses stated that
'two men who were brought ‘}:efm-e them were not the men whose names
they gave, and Colonel Johnstene had heard some time before that it
' was intended tc substitute other people for the real offenders, in the
_hope that the witnesses mizht be led to assert that they were the men

| that they bad seen, when decisive proof to the contrary would have
" | 'been brought to discredit their statements. The Poongree of Tummoo
‘also wrote to Colonel Johnstone regarding the investigation; he stated
. that besides the two men brought not being recognized by the Manipur
(witnesses, the two Sumjok officials denied the existence of the two
* other men named, and the witnesses were unable to point out their
. houses. The Poongree therefore suggested that it was desirable to
- seftle the matter by a payment of Rs. 900. This Celonel Johusione

(*) Political A, June 1879, Nos. 238-245,




