THE NORTI-EAST FRONTIER OF BENGAL

The measure did to some extent prove successful, Tt was found (1)
that the trade in cotton had become so material a souree of profit to the
Garos, that the closure of the hits was really felt as a severe punish-
ment,  They gave up some of the offenders and promised to arrest and
deliver over the others,

Colonel JTenkins, the Commissioner, was, however, strongly of
" Views of Uolonel Jenkins and Mr, Mills, et v
ing permanent tranquillity lay in our
taking military possession of the hills. Mr. Mills, then on tour in
Assam, remarked () on this, that—* unless a Enropean Functionary could
reside in the interior and superintend the administration, which it was
known he could not do, we should not attempt to extend our rule over
unprofitable hills. All past experience showed that we eannot trust to
native agency in the management of wild tribes.”” The climate was
supposed to be deadly and such as no Huropean could survive. Mr.
Mills advocated severe treatment of villages concerned in raids; the

opening of a road as had been before proposed ; and the maintenance of

more frequent infercourse with the Garos by the European Officers of
Goalpara.  Nothing, however, was done on his report (1838).

.Up to the close of 1856 (*) there seems to have been a break in the

Renewed raids, 18561859, i e
year, however, they again' ‘re-com-
menced, and were numerous and atrocious on both the Goualpara and
Mymensing frontiers. If is not necessary to enter into details. On each
occasion attempts more or less futile were made to procuve the surrender of

the offenders, but no comprehensive policy was laid down, nor was any

vigorous effort made to change the nature of our velations with the

hillmen. The post of Garo Serbarakar, an Officer through whom our
communications with the Garos had for many years been managed, was

abolished, and various changes effeeted in the establishments kept up at

the Garo héts and in the Garo Frontier Police: but ne radical reform .
of policy, such as the eircumstances called for, was undertaken.

Between May 1857 and October 1859 nine raids were made by Garos

into Goalpara and 20 heads taken, The offer of rewards, closing of
hiite, and sammons to Chiefs, had no effect In getting surender of

offenders,

(*) JTudicial Proceedings, 30th June 1868, Nos, 142-46.
Judicial Proceedings, 8th September 18568, Nos, 173-76,
Judicinl Proceedings, 16th February 1854, Nos. 92-98,
Judicial Proceedings, 12th January 1854, Nos. 203-6.

(?) Judicial Proceedings, 21t June 1855, Nos. 120-25.
Judicin]l Proceedings, 22ud November 1855, Nos. 225-31,
Judicial Proceedings, 12th June 1856, Nos. 162-G6.
Judicial Proceedings, 12th January 1854, No. 180.  (Mills’ Report.)

{*) Judicial Proceedings, 20d January 1857, Nos. 251-52.
Judieisl Proceedings, 18th June 1857, No. 845.
Judicial Procecdings, 9th July 1857, Nos. 279-80.
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In 1859 the Commissioner of Assam reported(') that Garo raids
 were on the increase, and the policy of closing the hits had proved
ineffectual, inasmuch as it was mever followed up by a Military
expedition to demand the surrender of offenders ns had in the old days
~ been usuul,  The Commissioner strongly recommended a return to the
old poliey, which had been abandoned with no good result, and ureed
the re-appointment of a Garo Serbarakar. Pending the sanction of
Government, a small expedition was sent into the hills, and though it
did not suceeed in arresting the offenders in the late raids, its advance
was said to have had a good effect. Government approved of the
re-appointment of the Serbarakar, but took no further steps and laid
down no definite poliey for the future. Further raids in Mymensing
followed close upon this. The Commissioner of Assam was called(®)
apon to suggest o remedy. It was at length determined fo send a
strong expedition into the hills in the cold weather of 1860-61 fo
~ re-open communications with the upland Garos by annual visits of the
Principal Assistant at Goalpara, and to increase the establishment of
the Serbarakar. !

In the heginning of 1861(*) the following proposals were laid
before Gavernment by the Commis-
sioner of Assam intended further to
gecure the peace of the Garo frontier:—(1.) It was found that the
Mymensing Zemindars had by encroachments oun the hills irritated the
independent Garos and led to many raids and murders, It was there-
fore proposed to bring the hill villages over which they claimed jurisdic-
tion under the direct management of Government, as had been done on
the Goalpars side, by Regulation X of 1822, (%) A good road connect-
ing the markets all along the frontier wassuggested.  (3.) The raising
of a frontier Militia was advocated.  (4.) It was proposed that a special
Officer should be put in charge of the Garo Hills and Frontier,
who should, however, reside on the plains. (5.) The re-imposition of
the old duty on cotton at the Gara markets was to provide funds to meet
the cost of these measures, (Government approved ouly of the first
proposal, and negatived or Bostponed all the rest. The appointment
of a special Officer to the Garo Hills “conld not,” it was said, ““be
entertained.” :
The expedition to the hills i'ﬂf the early ﬁrt of 1861 was made
G - rom both Mymensine and Goal-
Hprdiion of 330 ara, and wag }:mry stu.-%‘essful. The
troops remained & month in the hills, during which time they succeeded

Proposals for direct management, 1861,

(*) JTudicial Proceedings, 22nd March 1860, Nos, 20-39.

(*) Judicinl Proceedings, 22nd March 1860, Nos, 81.82,
Judicial Procesdings, 14th June 1860, Nos, 72-78,
Julicinl Proceedings, Augnst 1860, Nos. 263-66.

(2) Jadicial Proceslings, September 1860, Nos, 371-76.
Judicial Proceedings, November 1860, Nos. 234-35.
Judicinl Procesdings, January 1561, No. 859,
Judicial Proceedings, March 1861, Nos. 267-69.
Judicial Procesdings, April 1861, Nos, 254-56.
Judicial Proceedings, July 1861, Nus, 277.82.
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in reaching and punishing almost all the offending vﬂh’xgés} in realising

revenue from many of the dependent Chiefs who had withheld it for

years, and in obtaining the submission and fealty of such of the

independent Chiefs as were disposed to be friendly. The offenders in
the Mymensing raids were arrested. In submitting the report of this
expedition the Commissioner again urged the appointment of a special
Officer, and the construction of two roads, one round the base of the
hills, and the other right across them. This road, the Commissioner

gaid, would do for the Garés what the road from Gowhatty to Cherra

had done for the Khasias, reclaim the country. The proposal was
Orders of the Home Government on referred to the Public Works Ide-

Garo policy. partment. The Secretary of State

recorded the following remarks on these proceedings i— :
Howevor necessary it may Lo to teach ‘the inhabitants of 'these wild districts that

they are not inaccessible to the power of Government, it is very clear that we eanmot liope i

to roclaim them from their savage habits, or to induce smongst them a higher state of
civilization by the were display of Military strength. i

.

These objects ean only e effected pesceful means and by gradually imressu:s

ony intereourse with them, and I hove therefore read with regret the statement of Colin
Jenkins that, ‘although the Garos have been nesrly o century nnder onr jurisdiction, ikl
i nob on record that we have aver had a kingle Officer who could conyerse with thom q%
their own language’ This unfavorable state of things will not, I trust, be of longer
continnance, and 1 shall be glnd to learn that the propossd annual visits of the Principal
Assistant Commissioner, of which 1 fally approve, and oé, which & report should, /from tie
%o titne, bo-submitted, have established the desived influence with the Chiefs. Should this
ot be the cnso, it will be for yon to conslder whether the pérmanent location i this tews-
tory of n specinl and carefully selécted Officer will not be HCCssary, i IR

I shall awnit with interest the decision of the Public Works Departmont as to the

expediency of epening the two vouds recomiiended by Captain Hopkinson, Should the

fuids necessary for the purpose be available. it should not be Forgotten that, independently
of the hnportance of lending every possible aid to the pultivation of cotton in a district
gavorable to its growth, there is nothing which will tend more to the genersl improvement
and civilization of the country than the inerease of its commerce, 4

The (aros were at this time grouped under three classesi—

(1) Zemindari Garos, those living within the acknowledged boun-
daries of the great zemindaries and treated by Government under
Regulation X of 1822. (2.) Tributary Garos, who admitting our
Fxtension of Luskar and Zimmadar system, :::};:?ma&y ) ]giiuﬁw’;mnfllgd?:;)l{: d‘:::;'
Garos, over whom we esercised no control.  The- collections made
from the Garos of the first two classes were realized through' the
Luskar or Headman of each village; and so long ago as 1824 Mr..
Scott, the Commissioner for the morth-eastern parts of Rungpore, bad
dishuirsed anmual money rewards to certain of the principal Luskurs who
bad maintained the peace in their respective jurisdietions. In 165
proposals for extending and modifying this system were laid before
Government (). The raids and murders by which onx frontier bad been
harassed were as often as not the work of so-called Tributary Garos;
and the want of any adequate Police machinery made it very desirable
to adopt some means of securing delivery of offenders. It was proposed

(3) Judicial Proceedings, July 1865, Nus, 101-3,
Judicial Proceedings, February 1866, Nos, 16-20,
Judicial Proceedings, March 1866, Nos, 77-79.
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~ therefore to :I;:_Eeiut Zimmadars, who might be sometimes also Tuskars,

for villages and groups of villages, who shonld for an annual stipend be
' vesponsible for the amest of offenders in their several jurisdictions,
* and should be vested with powers similar to those of the Dolloies in the
 Juintia Hills. This was all'approved by Government and settled ata

meeting of the Chiefs.

" These arrangements did not, however, extend to the Mymensing
side of the hills, and early in 1866 (1) =(1. most murderous raid was made
: by Garos, supposed by us to be
Y kel If:depeml-ent-, (Fn the plains of that
| distriet. An expedition entered the hills and bumt the offending
villages. But enquiry showed () that the main cause of the raid had been
_an attempt on the part of the Shoosung Rajab, a Mymeusing Zewindar,
to levy rents in the hills.

The existence of this chronic irritant on the southern border of the
hills, and the fact that a dread of creating blood feuds prevented the
Zimmadars from acting of their own anthovity against independent
villages, made it clear to Government that something more was required.
! Aﬁnﬁment_qf o speeial Officer to the The Lieutenant-Governor aceordingly
o Hils, : in April 1866 proposed(®) to the

Government of India the appointment of a special Officer fo the charge
of the Garo Hills. Banction being accorded ' to this, TLieutenant

' Williamson, who had shown special aptitude for dealing with these

 trihes, wag established on the Toora Mountain as Licutenant; Gregory
had been established at Samoogoodting. Similar arrangements were
made for roagds, buildings, and Police as in the Naga Hills.(*) The
| offices of Tmskar and Zimmadar were at the same time amalgamated, and
U tfu{’,h judicial system inaugurated under Lieutenant Williamson’s
control,

The success with which this experiment was attendod was more
immediate and complete in the Garo than in the Naga Hills. Hearty
‘aid was at once given by many Garo Chiefs to Lieutenant Williamson.
Relieved by the presence of a strong body of armed Police from the

deead of retaliatory feads, the Headmen became more ready to dise

‘charge their duty. Raids ceased, and numerous villages hitherto

~ independent voluntarily became tributary. It was at the outset the
policy that no attempt shonld be made to coerce any neutral independent

. clan, but all voluntary submission was frankly accepted.

(*) Judicial Proceedings, February 1866, Nos. 50-41.

(#) Judicial Proceedings, August 1866, Nos. 54-62.

(*) Judicial Procoedings, April 1866, Nos. 48-61.
Judicial Proceedings, Augnst 1866, Nos. 63-74.
Judivial Proceedings, December 1866, Nos. 20-28.

(*) Judicial Proceedings, November 1867, No. 185,
Judicial Procecdings, October 1868, Nos. 156-57.




“leotlection of revenue vested in certain officers.

The history of the admiﬁistfation_ frow this point is one of steady
progress in the extension of our .rul;:d over the independent clans.
iy A IR ' order to secure this 1t becanie necég-
Passing of Act XXIT of 1869, savy 4o prevent cbothially A ibien I
ference of the landholders of the plains, and this was effected by the
passing of Act XXII of 1869 which took the place of Regulation X

=)

of 1822. The provisions of the Act were these:—

An Act 2o vemove the Gdro ITills frowm  the jurisdiction of the iﬂ'hmal_j Qtaﬁfu'ﬁ'ed'
under the General Regulations and Acts and for obker purposes.

Whereas it is expedient to remove the territory commonly known s the Gdro Hills |~
from the jurisdiction of the Civil, Criminal
Preamble, and Revenue Conrts and offices  established 5
ander the general Regulations and'Acts, and to provide for the administration of justice .
and the collection of revenue in the said torritory ; It is hereby enacted s follows:— |

1. This Act may be called “The Géro H\'I]S M

Shorl title, Act, 1869 g i
2. This Act shall come into operation on, = !
Commengement of Act, such oy ‘as the Xieud t-Govenia ot At !

Bengnl shall, by notification in the Celowlta Gazetle, irect, " g
4. On aud after such day, Act No. VI of 18356 (so far as it rclates to the Klis
Ripeal of enactments Hills therein termed *Cossyah” Hills), aud
opasl of ¢nus i the Bengal lation X of 1822 shall ha' | |

2t ! m‘p@ﬂ&dl Provi tha«t.s_uuh'_mﬂ Slmn‘nut

affect any settlement of land-revenue or other matfers made under the lnbter ..‘ vt il

with zaminddrs or other persons inany place to which this Act applies,

4. Have as hercinafter provided, the teriitory known as the Gdro Hills, honuded on |
Givo Hills a rom of 1 tlé&“““‘t;“‘l "tell‘“bb.‘}’ufh@n”mi“ gf'mﬁﬁ'rﬂ«' g o
e - g , on the south by the District of Mymen.
Regulations and Aots. Eingh il bt S yting S\Ir\'e_\{mwﬂ
on the cost by the Khisi Hills, is hereby removed from the jurisdiction of the Courts of
Civil and Criminal Judicature and from the control of the offices of revenue constituted
by the Regalations of the Bengal Code and the Acts passed by any legislature now or
heretofore cstablished in British Indin, #s well zs from the Iaw proseribed for thesaid
Courts and offices by the Regulations and Acts aforesaid ; |

Anid no Act hereafter puassed by the Couneil of the Governor Generl far'm'uking N
Taws and Regulations shall be decmed to extend toany part of the sald ferritory unless
the same be specially named thorein, =

B. . Ihe adwinistration of Civil and Criminal justice and the superintendence of the
: ! f settlement and  realization of the | public
Administration of jestice and Settlement wnd | jovenua and of all matters rlating  to rent
within the said territory, are hereby vested in
el officers e the said Tieutenant-Governor may, for the purpose of fribunnls of " Brt
instunce or of reference and appeal, from time to time appoint.  The oficers so appointed s
shall, in the matter of the administration and superinfendence aforesaid, be subject tothe |
direction and vontrol of the said Lieutenant-Governor and be guided by sueh instructions o
a5 he may from thme to time issue, . i
6. Any person: liable to be imprisoned in any civil or crimyinal jail, or to he transported
Place of inpri ¢ or traneportation. beyorid ses, under any order or sentence
i : i passed by any officer or Court empowered as
provided in this Act, may be imprisoned in any civil or eriminal joily or transported to any
place, which the sgid Livatenant-CGovernor may dirvect. ;

%. The said Lieutenant-Governor miny prevent, b; such means as be shall think fit, ; :

. the eollection by zamindirs or other persons

Power to provont private vollsction of cesses. of any 3, tributes, or exactions, of Whits Nt
soever pretence the spme may bo levied, from the inhabitants of the suid territory, and mpy




i m.lka arvangenients either for the remission of such aemas. tributes aud exactions, or foi
Aty ' their collection direet by the officers of Govern-

A 7 Compensation: went, making sueh compensation to zamindirs
|| or others justly entitled thereto, for the relinguishment of the same, as may to him siem

proper. :
© . '8. The seid Lientenant.Governor mmy, from time to time, by notifieation in the
R ; PN Caleutta Gazette, extond to the snid tevritary
LIS RON 1o axseah Lewe o'y JNe any law, or any portion of any law, now i
force in the obher teryitories sulsject to his govervment, or which may hereafter be enaeted
Ly the Comneil of the Governor General or of the said Lientensut-Governor for making
Lisws and Regulations,
and may on making sueh extension direet by whom any powers or duties incident to
© | the privisivng so extended shall be exercised or performed, and wake any order which he
© | 'shall déem requisite for carrying such proyisions mto operation, 4

9, The sid Lientenant-Governor may, from time to time, notifieation in the
| B L Vet Fiothe s Nge HEIE Calovita Gazetfs, extend, mutatis mut‘asd;’a.
Aty 1 y o s fg * all or any of the provisions contained in the

y B A ARt of, BMGAS e, other seckions of this Act to the Jintid Hills,
‘the Nagra Hills; and to such portion of the Khdsi Hills as for the tiine being. forms pirt of
0 Buitish India,
| Kivery such | notifioation shall specify the houndaries of the tevvitories to which it
applies. Y
A 10,  Whenever a giostion arises whether any place falls within the bovndary of the
i ) o territory deseribed in seetion fonr or within
[T 4 i bl the boundary of any of the territories o which
provisions of this Act be extended under section mine, such officers as the raid
Lieatenant-Governor shall from time to time appoint may consider and determine on which
1 side’ of 'the boundary such place msy lie, and the ovder made thereon by such officer
/. shall be final, :
1t is perhaps desirable to give a fuller acconnt of the circumstances
NG which Jed divectly to the passing of
T i ety this Act, and the action taken under
it, and the following extract from the Bengal Report of 1870-71 may
_here be reprodnced :—
1 In the course of the revenue survey of Mymensing in 1857, it beeame necessary to lay
“down the northern bonndary of that distriet, nnd, after doe comsidemtion, it was valed that
. a line running along the foot of the (taro Hillk ghould be aceepted and iaid down as the
 boundary of E_\-.rgun:lmhd Shoosung and Sherenore, and that the burden of proving that any
* part of the hills was inchuded in his zeinin ghould devolve on the Shoosung Zamindar,
ke Rejah disputed this order of Government, claiming o considerable tract linyrmd the
! survey boundaiy, as forming part of his permanently setbled estate ; and his case passod
. thirougl several revenue and civil courts with varied success, - At lasf it was decided Ty the
' fall hench, High Court, that the Rajah hid not established his title to the land specified in
" his plaint, but that on the other hind the boundary laid down in the survey map was not
0L the ‘frne bmnml«.r{l of his estate, snd that he wag not bound by thab map or by the order of
. Ene Collector on the poiut and the subsequent proveedings based thereon. :

~ Fromi this decision the Government appealed to the Privy Cotneil.  Buf the question
Jinvelved a politieal diffienlty which in the meantime demanded the serious atbention of
Jovernment, The cause of many bloody raids committed by the Garo mountainedrs, which
d often disturbed the peace of the conutry, had been traced to the interference of the
zemindars of fhe plains: with those rude and savage tribes, and it wns absolutely necessury,
' ‘on grounds of public policy, that the zemindurs and their agents should be strictly. prohi-
b ted From having any direct relations with the Garos, and that the whole of the Gare Hills,
including all such parts of it as were claimed by the Mymensing zemindars, should be
admimahm'd hy the officars of Government, and the revenues be collected by them. It was
oledr!g with & view to sccure these ends that Regulation X of 1822 had been passed, but '
that, Regulation had ‘now failed in its object. The decision of the High Conrt in the
Bliposung Rejah's case declared that the powers given by it affected only the tract specifisd




in stotion 2, viz. the thasiuah jaridictions of Dhioobree Goslpars, and Kutribu, and

that the later part of section 8, which empowered the Governor-General in Cotneil to .
sopurate from the zemindur's vstate any tract of country inhabited by the Garos, applied |

 only to estites within the tract above deseribed.

Under these cironmstaness, the Lieutenant-Governor considered it expediont thet & new

law shonld be euncled to give cffect to the ntention of Regulation X of 1522, and also to |
empower the Government to appoint s commission with final suthority to ascertain the
actual rights of the Shoosung Rajih begond the boundary of Bhoosung, 68 laid down by the | |

survey, and 0 award to him adequate compensation Tor the resuinphion of fhese rights; snd

that ufter such award, el right, tithe, and tuterests of the Rajab in the country beyond the

boundary laid down by the survey should absolately cease, the Rajah buing bound i the
interim ot to wttempt to exercise any anthority or collect dny revenue beyond the said
bonndary, nnder the peanlty of being' proceeded against. under section 188 of the Penal
Code, aud of Forfeituré of il claims b6 compensation, ’ )

The Government of Indig agreeing wenerally in these views, Act XXIT of 1869 was i
passed.  This Act repealed Regrulation X of 1822, defined the Garo Hills * as bonnded lon

the south by the district of Mymensing, s defiued by the revanue survey o vemoved this
territory from  the control of the ecivil and crimisd courbs wnd Regulitions and Acts;

empowered the Lioutenant-Governor o prevent the collection therein by zemindacs and o

othors of cesses, &c., on any pretence whatever ; and authorized hind to make sael compens
sution 'to these zemindars s he might deem proper. It also ‘provided that in ense of

boundary disputes the matter shonld be'deviddd by such offivers as the Licutenant-Governor! _I Il

might appoint, whose decision shiould be final,

After onsulation with the Coutmissioner of Cooch Behar, it was notified tithe Gazotta.

that the Act should take effect from lst Mavch 1870, The Rajoh of Bhoossug then
appealed 1o the Secretary of State to disallow the Act. His Grace replied in’ Septenber
that he could not accede to the Rajulh's prayer, but he desired that the pecnniary losses
which the Rajuh or any others night sustain in consequence of e policy enforced by the

Act, might be comipensated for in a liberal spirit.

Meanwhile, in June 1870, the Commissioner of Cooch Bebar had been appainted
to investigate the claim of the zemindar of Shoosung and other zemindars to compensation,
In October following he submitted n preliminary mIzcrrt, which was mainly devoted to
proving the ntter worthlessness of the Sﬁoﬂsung Rajah .
the fresh evidence which he lnd obtained. Several frauds practised by the Rajah wers

exposel,  Liovking, however, to the position in which Governnent had been placed by tha -
sots or negligence of its servants, the Commissioner proposed to elose the case without |
Envther investigation, by offering the Rajab, us compensation, the sum ot which o Lad
valued hig suit originally, viz, Rs, 09,000, for his sabsequent claim nnder Ack XXII was for |

21L,00,000%  But the Lientenaut-Governor was not sstisfied ‘with the grounds For the!
recommendabion, amd could not consent to a propossl which was utterly ineonsisbent with

the Comwissioner’s own  sbatement of facts. ' His Honor was quite prepared to give the

Rajah a/liberal compensation for the suspension of any rights which he might prove himself
to have possessad, but, in justice to the pabliy, nothing more conld be given; and His!
Honor was therefore clearly of opinion that the Commissioner must fairly face the Al
culties of the question, and decide the cuse upon the facks and evidence that might he

fortheoming. -« The Comnmissioner was nccordingly | desired to }::mml vegularly with

reference to Act XXITof 1869, and to réport on certain specitied polnts, His Honor!
considered it mecessary that sonie awand be arvived af, determining, tely whick of the

make an estimmate for compensation that should be fuir and at the smme tima libral,

In Beptember 1870 the zomindar- of Sherepore niso sont a memorial to the ‘Sm‘mdmry

e chiim on its merits in the light of

uuiim.'s claims were tenable, and fo what extent; and that the Commissionir shonld then

- of State to disallow the Act. His Grace having ulready declined to cowply with s similar

request, it was not considered neceéssary to send this meworisl to him, as it eontaiued no

gmu.mla for disallowsnee which had not been wrged with grenter force by the Rujal of
hoosung.  The Commissioner of Csoch Behar was, howeves, desired to report specially and

fully the exteit fo which Sherepore was affected by the Act.  From his veport it appeared

that there was no ground to modify the boundary line to which the zemindar of Shergpoie.
objected, nor did it scem that the vemindar had established any claims to compensation|

He woe informed uccondingly, and was further told that if he was dissusisfied he miust
mnt o formal dlaim under section 7, Act X XTI of 1869, to the Commissioner of Coooh

v, the officer appointed by Guverninent to consider atd adjuticate apon such elaims.




i . The proposed appesl to the Privy Couneil in the Shoosung Rajal's case referred to
. nbove _w_n? n‘bandcmegpgz the advien of the law officers of Government, who were of opinion
| that Act XX11 of 1869 having been passed, there was no ohject in proceeding with the

- uppeal any further. :

' In 1872 a raid by the independent Garos upon the dependent village
Raid of 1872 and finl reduction of the of Damukehiqui led to the adoption
| Bemilwa Garos. of more active measures for sabdu-

ing the independent clans. I quote from the Bengal Report for
1872-73 :— . - .

. In consequence of outrages committed on our dependont villages by communities of
“independent Garos, the Lientenant-Governor drew the attention of the Government of India
o l'."m absolute necessity which existed for thoronghly reclaiming that part of the Garo
Hilis which was still independent of control, It was stuted thal since the t!}ulicy of direct
“management of the hill communities Liad beerr introduced in 1866, village aftir village had
submitted to the jm‘iudi::lion of the Deputy Commissioner in churge, valuntm-il‘y envolling
 themselves s British subjects, and proving the genuineness of their saction by regular
| puymient of the frifling dues imposed on them, [t was ghown that a cousiderable portion
of the hills had been thus brought within the pale of regulur goverament. 1t was expliined
that the Lientenant-Governor woull hive Deen quite content to wait for the gradual
submission of the remmining independent Garbk bad they on their part been content to live
Uk pence with their neighbours now under our protectiot; but they had chosen to commenes
|| netive hostilities by raiding on dependent villages, and frequently gave protection to criminals
Cwho hatl offended against our laws. Conduet like this threntened disturbinee, not only
| 40 [the peace ol the Garo district, but danger to the plains of Goalpara and Mymensing, in
‘which o1t more than one recent ocension the Garo raids had ecaused considerable panie.
The’ Livutenant-Governor proposed therefore to put an end to the independence of the
savages inhabiting this nook in the midst of British teoditory, bringing them ander the direct
control of the Deputy Commiksioner, and opening pathe through the centre of the hills
"along which our police could putrol.

. The Lientenant-Governor’s proposals. met with the approval of His Excellency the
(Governor-tieneral in Coungil, and the nécessary prepmations: for an expedition were at
once tuken in hand, The Lientenant-Governor, sfter consulting with Colonel Haughton,
~the Comm issioner, considered it expodient, to allow no possible chonce of miscarringe
~incsuch an enterprise; and proyided for the colleetion of st lenst 500 armad police, supported
on the side of the Khasi Hille by three companies of regniar troops. It was also decided

| nob to commmee active operations till the middiesof Novembor, by which, time it was
- hoped e conntry would become tolarably healthy for men from the plaing.

The expeditionary foree wad divided into theee columns.  One column, under Captain
{ Davis, entered the bills from the Goalpara district on the north by the Nibari Dwar;
wpocomd, onder My, Daly, cntered fromi the Mymeusing district on the south, the thind
L or mwin | eolumn uwnder Captain Willlamson, the Deputy Comwissioner, marched from
. [Foora; the head-quarters of the Garo Hills' district. It was arranged that each coluon
‘ ‘should fellow a ogmscri’m:ft route through the independunt tract, visiting and coforcing
© o e sabanission of “all villages on its way ; and it wus hoped that all would mest st a
| centrnd rendesvous at atiout the same time. | Lieutenant B, G. Woadthorpe, ®. B, Assistant
Bﬁseﬁntm\dmt of Survey, was deputed to: conduct survey operations in communication
~with Captain Willinmson.
' The expedition 'wes singularly successfnl. Captain Willianson ocenpied  without
‘apposition Dilmagiri, the lesding independent village, which had been concerttod in the
recent yaids, and received the submission of all the hamlets in the neighbonrhood,  Mr,
' Daly joined him on the 14th Decembor, aiter repulsing, without loss of men on his side,
' an attack which the Garos wade on his camyp,  He, too, had received tenders of sulimis-
*sion from wost of the villages on his ronte. Establishing themsolves at Roperengini,
Capt Vﬁlliumauy and Mr, Daly, while waiting for the arrival of the narthern colninn
mnder Captain Duvis, visitod all the Garo villages within reach, and after veceiving their
; uEe.ra‘o‘f sutnuission, srranged for the payuent of the usual small house-tax, oceastonally
Anflicting and realizing fues where opposition had heen offeved or orders disobeyed, and
insisting on the surxender of all skulls kept us trophies of raids.




Captain Davis's column was longer on the road, wnddid not join he others 1l the 2nd
January. He had, however, visited all the independunt villages on botl sides of his Ying of
aarely, aod thongh he had beon twice attacked, ho hid been able to repulse the Garos amd | |
punish the offending communities without much difficulty. i Wi [ v

During Janusry the remaining independent villages were visited, and submitted, The
(faros, eonvinced apparently that resistance was hopeless, sccepted the terios offered them,
by Captain Willinmson, and have, under his directions, been engaged in opening ont’ paths
across the hilla in several directions, which they will be required heteafter to maintain:
The survey had also completed its duty and filled up the blank which has hitherto disfigused
the maps. j { AR S

Captain Willinmson has appointed Luskars, or village representatives in the newly
aoquired tracts, who will be responsible for management ou the system already in foree in
the dependent villages. The hills hwve been again traversed by him from eud to end with
a small guard, and found to be perfectly quist, A strong poliee lesL bas been: established |
in the heart of the country hitherto independent; the new state of things has heen auce]‘ilh@d
with a eonsiderable amount of chderfulness, and great eagarness for trade iz manifested on
all hunds,  The expeditionary force has been broken np, and meu and officers’ have retarved |
to their own disteicts. ! ) Mg

Although the suceess whieh has been achieved las been rapid and is :Iikaly,u“la
local officers believe, to prove lasting, the Lieutenant-Governor was desivons to lesve nothin
to chance. The ordinary police force of the Garo Hills number 150 men,  These ave w
solely a8 military guarde, the adwministration being bused on the village system of Lunskurs
already alladed to. The armed police has now been raised fo 800 men, and posts have
bean so arranged that the authority of Government may be visible and beyond doﬁ fiy

Monoy has been granted to complete the system of roads across the hills, towards the
opening of which much bas been alrendy done, and no ¢ffort is being spared to establish
markets and develop trade, Hoads and markets ought very speedily to creste » social
yevolution in the hills, Liberal assistance has been promised for educational purpdses,

There is much renson to believe thab the conutry is rich in many natural products. Tts
cotton trade has alwhys been considerable, and was known even in the days of the Moguls;
and the Lieutenunt-Governor hopes that instead of our having to burn large quantities. |
of cotton 'in punishient of ontrage, as was unhappily necessary in a few instances, wa '
may find here o new source of supply to Manchester,  The Deputy Commissicner is now
doing what he caun, by the introduetion of hnproved, seed and by enconrayring trade, to'
develop this cultivation.  The timber of the hills is alse expected to prove valnable, nnd,
while preserving all reasonabls jungle rights of the Gures, Government may expecta fair
return from judicions forest operations, ‘ild elephants are said to be very numervus, and
probably khedda operations wouald prove profitable at an early date. i

Sineo the close of the expedition the Deputy Commissioners of the Garo and Khasi 1
Hills have suceeeded in Jaymg down a boundary between their distriets, which will
morcover soon be connected by a good hill road, © The boundsry between the (iavo Hills «
and Goalpiera ie also in need of adjustment, and will in all probability b resurveyad wid
sottled during the eusuing cold season, i

The Assam Reports on the Garo Hills distriet are uneventfal until
we come to that for 1881-82, from

i ot which I take the following extract : —

Some dizturbances oceurred towarde the close of the yesr among the Garo -\fillgges.

: in the neighbourhood of Randupara, The tract affected lies bhotween the Didak river on

the east, the Rompani river on the west, the plaing of Coalpara on the worth, and the
villages of Ribugiri on the sonth. ! ik

The immediate canse of the outbreak was the demand for labour to open ot a view
road from Tura to Bangalkhata. The jnugis clearing necessary for laying down the fivsé
trave was obtaived without difficulty ; but when the sarthwork was taken in hand, the inha-
bitauts of a group of some eighteca villages ronnd about Raudnpar, who had been little
visiti<l by Europesn officials, and had never heen agenstorned to contribute labour for public
works, mmbinm make a strike agaivst the demand for labonrers, and threatened further




o injure any other villages which wight obey the onders of Government. Tn consequence,
all work was stopped, and some alavm wis excibed among the Hajong and Habha inhabi-

|| tants of the plains villages near Bangallkhnts, many of whom left theie homes, The Depaty

Commissioner of Goalpara, however, pushed Torward 50 police townrds Bangalkhata, and

| gonfidence way restored. On the Lith March, the Deputy-Comaunissioner of the Garo Hills

marched from Turn with 100 police, and in three days reached Ribugiri, the most southerly
of the disturbed villages.  Only the Lakma, or hend of the village, and thres men were

found here, the vost having run awny.  The insurgints had expected him fo march by the

new vond, and hind nsseinbled in numbers bebween 200 and 400 to. resist his advance, bub
fiuding that he took the direct and little-travelled path through Ribugivi they dispersed.
Next day Randupara, the head-quarters of the disturbiance, was réached, 'On arriving ab
‘the frst bamlet which was that of the Lukma Marsin, a man of much influence in’ this
neighlicurhood, ind one of the ringleaders in the combination, only he and s few men were
found sented in the village  No resistance was offered, hot when called upon to give up
their srms, the men disappesred into the jungla : but subsequently thoy gnve up their amas.
At this plase the Deputy-Commissioner was joined by the Goalpara police, under Mr, Goad,
District Superintendent of Police,  Information was next sent to the remaining fwo huia-

Jets, nnd the villagers were divected ta bring in their srms; but no notice was taken, and

an the following duy these liaslete wore visited, 'They were Tound to be perfectly empty,
every article, including grain, having been removed ; nud, as the villagers still refused to
come in and give np their avms, the yillage was tired,

On the S1st Mareh the village of Hamongiri was visited, and heve again, as every effort
to indnee the Lakma and people to come in with their arms proved unsuccessful, the village

‘way burned.  After this the remuining villages enme in, snd the whole eombination col.

Is_;pned, two others of the ringleaders having given themselves up, and & fourth having been

“arvested. These men have sinee been released without Furthér punishinent, subject only to

the condition of reporting themselves periodically to the Deputy-Commissioner, and satis-
fying him that they are behaving peaceably and well. A stockude has been erected by the
Deputy-Commissioner on the Rangui river, three or four miles south of Bangallchata, to
glve confidence to the people of the plains,

The Depnty-Commissioner reports that the Lashkars, the fiseal officors in charge of

“irclos of villages, and the Lakmnas, or village headmen, have behaved well on the whale,

The Lashkars, it is poiuted out, have not at present very much inflnence or suthority, but
the Deputy-Commissioner is of opinion that in time this may be acquired.

A ‘eoreful examination of the forests in the Garo Hills has been made, aud proposals
for the reservation of fovests have been submitted.

By a Regulation passed as I of 1876, power was taken to prevent
Recent logislation. the entry into the hills for tradin

! purposes of unlicensed persons, an
to control the asquisition of land within the Hills District, These pro-

~ yisions were necessary to prevent complications and in view of the fact

that the Inner Line Regulation could not be applied in a tract like this
entirely surrounded by seftled territory. Regulation I of 1879 gave
legal effect to the finally-demarcated boundary between the hills and

‘Goalpara, and Regulation 11 of 1880 enabled the Chief Commissioner to

cancel the operation of any law in force in this and any other uneivilized

Aronfier distriet.

 Considering the character of the Garos, there is wonderfully lit‘.tlé

The eustom of * dai.’ © crime among them. Many trouble-
some cases still arise out of old blood-

fends and existing customs which can only be decided by a punchayet

of hillmen, The most remarkable of these customs is thaf of ¢dai’
or ¢ compensation.’ T_.Inder this cusfom the village headmen demand
large sums for the privilege of wearing the ‘Tar’—an iron ring on the

arm, which is regarded as the badge of respectability. The villagers




ondfather was hﬂe& ﬁﬂ or o
! irs of the murderer, and if it |
it in turn, and so on for ever ‘untzl t
most frivolous pretext is aemd on
in this way much ill-blood is ca
‘said that these fees and fines shauld be
regulated, care being taken ot to ﬁwn authm;tatwa recognitio
nnatoma wh:eh are n tbemaeiven mise ievous and showmg a

to die out, i _ i




PART IIL

CHAPTER XX.

HILL TIPPERAH, -

., Having now completed the survey of the trihes dwelling around
‘the periphery of the Assam Valley, I pass on to notice the hill tracts
lying between Sylhet and Cachar on the north and Chittagong on the
south.

South of Sylhet we find on the map a considerable fract of hill
country marked out as the territory of an independent Ruler—the
Rajah of Hill Tipperah. Mo the east this territory merges into hills
inhabited by tribes of Kookies, now known as Lushais, who extend from
Cachar on the north to Chittagong on the south—impinging on the
east on the econfines of Manipur and the Burmese Empire. Of them

a full aecount is given in the next Chapter. :

S0 liftle is known of the principality of Tipperah, that a sketeh of
ibs history,—if history it may be called,—will not be altogether with-
out interest. There have also been discussions in past years in con-
neetion with its boundaries a notice of which may be useful for
local purposes.

The kings of Tipperah were in their day conquerors 's]:-,nd rulers’ of

b Tt some conseqience, heir  glories

e i N have been s:}ng in epic verse by the

Brahmin bards of their court; and the oldest* Bengali poem extant is
the history of their state. Sprung from the lunar race of Indian princes,
Kivéit (#he Aunter), exiled by his father Yajati, founded the city of
Tribeg, on the banks of the Brahmaputra. To him succeeded Tripmid,
from whom the raj took name, and who is execrated by the Brahmin
‘historian as the opponent of Siva worship, which was then alluring the
imaginations and exciting the passions of the people. Tripurd’s efforts
to suppress the vites of Siva were ineffectual, and o reward the devotion
of the people, tho deity of the Lingam vouchsafed to Tripurd’s widow’
a son, named after himself, Trilochun, devoted to the worship of the
" fourteen gods, who increased in wisdom and stature, and presented the
untaistakeable royal marksf Blessed with such heavenly favour he of

#The R4j Miéld, or Annnls of Tripurd, very futl? analysed by the Reverond J. Long in

Vol. XIX of the Journsl of the Asiatic Society of Bengal, To this I am indshted for

. the account of Tipperah hefore otir accession to the Dewani. According to Elphinstone
Tipperah was formerly called Yajnugger, This nawae is not however locally known.

+ % wit—A meditm height; s moderate nose; a ronnded body; well-shaped ears; a

deep chest ; n modest puunch ; elephantine neck ; plantain tree legs ; with arms tamed like

‘the stem of & palm,



270 THE NORTH-EAST FRONTIER OF BENGAL.

course grew great, and neighbouring kings offered him at once their
homage and their danghters. In due time Trilochun chose for himself
a wife, and married with much pomp and prolonged ceremonies the
daunghter of the Hindu monarch of Kamrup, which at that time in-
cluded Hiramba or Cachar. By her he begat twelve sons, after which
he lived many days and died in the odour of sanctity and the arms of
the Brahmins. Fifty-seven kings, whose names alone are chronicled,
succeeded in due course : and the only fact to note in this part of the
tradition is, that from the beginning we read of the Kookies in close con-
nection with the reigning Rajah, some serving and some opposing him,
just as we find them at the present day.® On the oceasion of a visit paid by
one of the kings to the abode of Siva, it would seem that the Kookies
brought trouble even into the celestial mausions ; for we are told that
Siva conceived a violent passion for a Kookie woman in the Rajah’s
retinue, and that her neck was thereupon broken by a divine kick
delivered by Parvati, the jealous spouse of the enamoured deity.

Jajarpha, the seventy-fourth Rajah, invaded Rungamati (Udipur),
and in spite of the valour of Nikka, its king, made conquest of the
country and fixed there his capital. From this Le attacked Bengal, and
extended his dominion as far as Amarapura, in Burma. Ratnafah,
the hundred and first Rajah, was a younger brother, who obfained the
throne by the aid of 4,000 Mahomedan troops lent him from Gaur.

| This was probably about 1279 A. D. Ratnafah received from the king
of Gaur the title of Manik, by which all sneceeding Rajahs have been
known.

In 1512 we find Rajah Chachag Manik conquering Chittagong,
and the history becomes full of the contests that raged between the
Tripurds and the Mahomedans of Gaur and Dacea. Then we read of
Braja Manik, who seems to have exacted fealty from both the Khasi
and Sylhet Rajabs, against the former of whom he despatched an army of
1,200 Hiéris, or scavengers, armed with hoes (kodalis) ,—a novel idea
in warfare, but in this instance of undoubted moral effeet, for ratheér
than be defiled by conflict with such base opponents, the Khasi Chief made
humble submission. Braja Manik, we are told, employed 1,000 Pathan
horsemen, and his successor led an army of 26,000 infantry and 5,000
horse against Bengal. Such was the warlike consequence of the state
as recorded in its ancient annals. In 1587 Tripura came into collision
with the Mughs of Arracan and their Portuguese mercenaries. This
was the beginning of troubles, Udipur was taken and the Rajah died
by poison self-administered. Then came up again the Mahomedans
under Futteh Jung Nawab, by order of the Emperor Jehangir, who wanted
horses and elephants for his court and camps. Disaster befell the arms
of Tripurd, and Jashadbhur Manik was sent captive to Delhi. There
he was offered his kingdom, if he would pay tribute like many greater
princes, and do homage to the k throne, but the ehmnicf; tells us
he would none of their favors, declaring that his country had been so

® A quaint description of the hahits and manners of the Kookies. as reported to our
officers of last century, will be found in Vol. II of the Asiatic Researches.
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harassed by their ravages that no fresh burden could be borne by it,
Jashadhur died an exile at Brindabun, ¢ meditating on the excellency of

Vishnfi,” The imperial troops were meantime plundering and impover-

ishing the Tripurds till pestilence compelled them to desist. In 1625
Kalydn Manik obfained the throune, propitiated Siva and the Brahmius,
and defied the Emperor of Delhi. Against him came the Nawab of
Moorshedabad with a Mahomedan host and a leather cannon, only to be
mgloriously defeated and turned back. Kalydn's successors, however,
became subject to the Nawab, and though they ever and again made
fierce attempts to shake off the yoke, they never long succeeded. The
Mahomedans were able to regulate the succession and exact tribute,
and converted the raj into a simple zemindari. The very name of
Tripurd* was chan to Roushanabad. One of the puppet kings set
up by them, Bijai Manik, was allowed indeed only a monthly salary of
Rs. 12,000, the whole remaining revenues of the country heing sent
to Dacca. TFor twelve years after him a Mahomedan, Shumsher Khan,
was the virtual ruler, but his oppressions became so great, and his
remittances so uncertain, that the Nawab of Dacca, acting with strict
impartiality, had him blown from the mouth of a gun.

In 1761 the contumacy of Kishen Manik, the Raja who succeeded,t

: ol led to the last phase in the history

e e S of the kingdomlf On the 20th
January of that year, Governor Vansittart, representative of the
Company now entering on its strange career of empire, writes from
Calcutta to the Presidentand Couneil of the Factory at Islamabad as
follows : “ With regard to the Tipperah Kajah, as the Nawab’s Foujdar
has heen obliged from his ill behaviour fo take up arms against him,
we desire that you will use your endeavours to reduce him to his due
state of obedience to the Government of Islamabad, acquainting us
then what advantages may acerune to the Company from the possession
of that country, and we will answer any representations the Nawab may
make on the subject.” In accordance with this order Mr, Verelst,
the chief al Islamabad (Chittagong), despatched Lieutenant Mathews
with 200 sepoys and two guns to Tipperah, where the Nawab’s Dewan

# The conquest of Tippera by the Mubammedana is thus deseribed in Stewart’s History
of Bengal, page 427, on the authority of Mubammedan writers :—“ The Moghul Troops
crossed the Burhhampooter and entered Tippera befors the Raja was awsre of their inten.
tions ;: nnd having the young man with them whose canse they had esponsed ( o refugoe
mgl:ew of the Raja’s :) he pointed out to them the rosd hy which they should advance,
Aided by such a guide they reached the cupital before the Raja could make any preparation
to oppose them : he was obliged to flee to the mountains : and the nephew was raised to the
Raj u condition of paying a large portion of the revenne to the Governor of Bengal.
The whole country in cousequence quietly submitted, snd thus the province of Tippera
which, from time immemorial bad been an independent kingdom, became annexed to the
Moghul empire ; and in order to support the Young Rajn against his uncle and at the same
time to secure his fealty, a considerable number of Muhammedan troops were left in the
country under the command of Aka Sadik who was nominated Foujdar.”

+ See the case of Rampgunga Deo, dppellant, vs. Durgameni Jubraj, Respondent, in
the Select Roports of the Sudder Dewani Adalut for 1809, where & complete pedigree of
the Tipperah kings from Kalyin Manik downwards is given, 3

1.
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was already operating with Mahomedan troops. The Dewan had
veported that “ he had obliged the Rajah to take to the mountains, and
had got possession of every fort in his country.”” On the arrival of
our troops the Rajah at once put himself in their hands. A collector of
revenue was dispatched from Chittagong with instractions to ingnire
into the resources of the country and demand payment of the expenses
of the expedition. The collector found the province desolated by the
Nawab’s troops; and was compelled to take payment by instalments

“as the Rajah was very low in cash.” The revenue for the first year

was fixed at one lakh and one sicea rupees.
Not a word is found in these old papers recognising the independ-

ence of the Rajah in any part of his dominions. In fact, no reference

is made to the bills in connection with the arrangements. The officers
of the Company had more regard to substantial advantages than to
theoretical symmetry, The paying part of Tipperah lay on the plains,
and appeared in the Mahomedan revenue roll as pergunnah Roushanabad.
For this of course a settlement was made, e found it a zemindari,
and as such we treated it. But of the barren hills that fenced it on
the east we took no cognizance. Covered with jungle and inhabited by

tribes of whom nothing was known, save that they were uncouth in

speech and vob particular as to clothing, the hills were looked upon
as something apart. The Rajah claimed to exercise authority within

them, but did not, as it seemed, derive much profit from them. Accord-

ingly the hills beeame ¢ Independent
Tipperah,” and the Rajah who is an
ordinary Bengali zemindar on the plains, reigns an independent prince
over 3,000 square miles of upland, and was for many years a more
absolute monarch than Secindia or Puttiala,—owning no law but his
sovereign will, bound by no treaty, subject to no control, safe in his
obseurity from criticism or reform. And yet nothing can be more
certain than the fact that the Mogul Government, through whom our
paramount title comes, would have recognized no such vital distinction
between the highlands and lowlands of the Tipperah State. It may be
true that they never carried their armies in victorious march through the
bamboo thickets of the hills, or harvied with fire and sword the wattled
wigwams of the Kookie tribes; but when they appointed whom they
would as Rajah, both hill and plain passed with the one sumnud which
they gave. They would have scoffed at the idea of indfé%)cndenco in any
fragment of the entity they conveyed. Indeed the chief object of theiwr
invasion having been to securc horses and elephants for purposes of state
or war, to have excluded the hills from the periphery of their conquest
would have cut them off from the very source of these® supplies. r

The Company sought rupees, not elephants, and so the hills were
left to their native ruler, and no misgiving seems to have cropped up
that trouble would hereafter result from such a course. Trouble did
result, not so much from the actual independence of the Rajah as from

'Uhe hills become Tndependent Tipporali.

* For elephant-catehing in Tripurd, see Volume 111 of the Asiatic Researches, 1792,

—



a want of definitencss m our relations to him, from the absence of any
means of knowing what went on in his teritory, and from the denial _of
that salutary control and advice, without which our best feudatories
come to certain grief.

Kishen Manik, the last Rajah appointed by the Moguls, died in
1780.  Rajender Manik who succeeded him was invested by the British
(Fovernment, but not till 1785, e appears to have been in trouble for
the greater part of his reign. 'The zemindari was taken into £kas or
direct management by the Resident. The Rajoh was in 1783 sent prisoner
to Chittagong on a charge of harbouring dacoits, and it was not till
1792 that he was admitted to settle for his estate on the plains. He
was from the outset, however, undisturbed in his possession of the
hills, where he married a daughter of the Manipur Rajah, and was
victorious over the outer Kookies who made a savage inroad into his terri-
tory. As he grew old he became devout, made an image of cight metals
for the shrine of Brindabun, and died in 1804, an ascetic of the holiest
grade.  From 1804 to 1810 the affairs of Hill Tipperah were the sub-
ject of constant debate in the Council Chamber of Government and in
the Courts of law. The succession was disputed, and guoad the zemin-
davi the disputants weve referred to the ordinary tribunals, the strongest
meantime seizing on the highlands and making the most of the oppor-
tunity which law delays allowed him.

The correspondence of the time and the proceedings in the courts
' throw a curions light upon the

Disputed sueocsaions, :
N g customs and internal economy  of

. this little State. | Itis the prerogative of the reigning Rajah fo devise the
suecession by appointing in his own life-time a Jubraj, or erown prince,

who may or may not be his own son, but must be a scion of the
royal house. He also appoints another of the stock to be Burra
Thakuy, who would suceeed in default of a living Jubrdj at the time
of the Rajab’s death. Rajender Mamik had so nominated Durgamoni,
descended from an elder branch, to be Jubrdj, and Ramgunga, his own
son, to be Burra Thakur. On the death of the Ila{ab, Ramgunga seized
on the guddi, or cushion of sovereignty, and had he been able to seize
also Durgamoni, would have speedily made himself de jure as well as
de facto rajah. . Durgamoni, however, escaped, and lost no time in gather-
ing together men and means for the cxpulsion of the usurper. All the
feelings of the people turned to the anointed Jubrdj. Ramgunga was
disliked for the sacrilege of his conduet, and the tyranny and suspicion
which he evinced upon all oceasions. Durgamoni was soon able to
advance on hig expedition, but the British authorities interfered; and
insigted on his bringing a suit to establish his right to the zemindari,
prowising at the same time to postpone ‘recognition of the Rajali until
the ease was concluded. Durgamoni acquiesced in this deeision.
Ramgunga was, however, permitted to remain in, possession of the
zemindari, though his authority was not acknowledged in the hills
beyond Agnrtolla  The evidence of the principal officers of the raj was
taken by the Court of Cireuit at Dacca, and was entirely in Durgamoni’s
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favor. Ramgunga avenged himself by loading with indignities and
chains the families of the witnesses which he had in his power. He
also oppressed the Poitoo Kookies in such fashion as made them ready
allies of the other malcontents, who at length, in 1808, made a
determined attack on Hill Tipperah from the side of Chittagong.
The local officers, at Ramgunga’s request, lent him troops and police,
and but for this assistance he would assuredly have been expelled, for
we are told the whole country not occupied by our arms was hostile
to him, 'The invaders not understanding our action boldly charged
ue with inconsistency, for we had told them, they said, some years
before that ©the Company had no concern with the Tipperah territory.’*
The Council at Caleutta were not, indeed, even now altogether satisfied
that its local officers had dome well in preventing revolution aund
bloodshed. At any rate they forbade the adoption of further active
measures against the insurgents, and deputed a Special Commissioner
to enquire into their grievances and endeavour by arbitration to restore
quiet. In 1809 the Sudder Dewanny Adalut gave judgment in
Durgamoni’s favor, declaring the zemindari an integral portion of an
impartible raj, to which he, as nominated Jubrdj, should succeed. The
Government accordingly invested him with the insignia of kingship
as regarded the hills, while the courts gave him possession of the lands
on the plains.(*)

No one ean fail to see how inconveniently the fietion of indepen-
dence worked in, this case. Years of misery to the people might bave
been avoided, had Government assumed the paramount position which it
historically occupied, and which the application for investiture virtually
recognized. The zemindari and the raj being treated as impartible,
Government might well have decided forthwith whom it would accept
as heir. But the case was too petty to demand a policy, and the sue-
cession of the Tipperah raj has three times been disputed in our courts.f

# How mueh doubt as to our position existed is scen from the fach thet in 1800 offers
were made to the Board for a farm of the mountains of Tipperab. In rejecting this
the Board sny that * they conclude that the mountains form a part of the estate of the
Raji of Tippersh, and that they are included in his existing engagements executed by him
for the general settlement of his zemindari’ In reply to this the Collector reports that
“on a reference to the tahood, &, executed hy the Raja for the general settlement of his
zemindari, it does not appesr that the monutains of Tipperah sre included, but they have
alwiys been considered as constituting his prog«rt.y ; neither does it appear from the records
thut{m over paid any reveune to Government for them for the lust twenty-two years (vince
the time of Mr. Campbell).”

In 1827, Sumbhoo Chunder Deb Thakur, & rolative of the Raja’s, offered to farm
the hills at a jumma of Rs, 25,000. This offer was rejected, ns they had been so long
nnassessed, aud had como to be looked upon s independent territory.

+ Now that an appeal lies also to the Privy Council, the delay in the settlement of
opposing claims is very great. Birchunder Manik succeeded in 1862, but was only invested
in 1870.

(*) Judieial Proceedings, 15th October 1808, Nos, 1 to 10.
Judicial Proceedings, 4th November 1806, Nos. 6 to 10,
Judicial Proceedings, 6th January 1809, Nos. 50 & 51.
Judicial Proceedings, 8rd Pebruary 1808, No. 22,
Judicial Proceedings, 11th February 1809, Nos. 11 & 12.
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The visits of Europeans to the lintfrior of the country were until
b i ately so few and far between, that
L i deibabr e e drond it ia};ntereating to note the descrip-
tion given of its internal economy by the Special Commissioner in 180%.
The territory was, he says, 120 miles in length, and varied in breadth
from 20 to 80 miles. Tie inhabitants were of two very distinct classes :
Oneé “which doubtless originally came from China, bubt was now of
the Hindoo persuasion ; the other, a people called Kookies or Coocis.’
The former lived in the valleys, the latter on the hills. * The persons
composing the Government or possessing the chief management of the
country (says the narrative) are Hindoos. ~Among the Kookie vassals,
however, as well as amongst the Hindoo iuhabitants, a distinetion of
rank prevails. The chief men among the Kookies are called Roys,
Ghalims, Chuppiahs, and Gaboors ; those of the Hindoos are called
Senaputty and Burroahs. The persons holding the rank now mentioned
are ealle«{ Sirdars or petty Chiefs, and they, in all classes, are the interme-
diate anthority and sole ~connection between the Government and the
inferior vassals. The power or influence of these Chiefs over the vassals
within their respective jurisdictions is of the strongest kind. A person
who has influence to bring over all these Sirdars to his party has actual
ssession of the country.” (This referred to their attachment to
Jurgamoni.) For the protection of the country there were three or
foar military or police posts. The fighting men numbered about 1,000
Hindoo matchlock men and 8,000 Kookies, armed with spears and bows,
all under the command of their respective Sirdars. The officers of the
raj were four in number. First, the Soobab who acted as Commander-
in-Chief ; second, the Vizier in charge of the revenue ; third, the Nazir,
who managed the poliee; and, lastly, the Dewan, who controlled the
accounts. These offices, though in the Raja’s gift, were practically
hereditary.

In 1818 Durgamoni Manik died, and as he had appointed no Jub-
Sussestion betwosn 1618 und 1670, rij, Ramgunga, his former anta-
i gonist, succeeded, as being the Burra

Thakur named by Rajender Manik. His fitle was disputed® in the
courts, but was affirmed by the Sudder Dewanny Adalut in 1815. So
strong appears to hayve been the reverence entertained by the people for
the custom of their kingdom, that Ramgunga had now no  difficulty in
securing their allegiance, and we hear of wo distarbances in his territory
down to time of his death in 1826. He was succeeded by Kashi
Chunder Manik, his brother, who died early in 18380, and was succeeded
by another brother Krishen Kishore Mantk. In 1850 Ishan Chunder

Manik, son of Krishen Kishore, came to the throne, and his appli- |

cation to be let off payment of the succession fee (111 gold mohurs)
was refused by the Government, In 1562 Ishan Chunder died and was

* foa Salect Reperts, Sudder Dewanny Adalut, for 1815, Vol, 11, (& i”? Urj
Manik Thakur and others vs. Rumgunga Deo, i ki

QL
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suceceded by Bir Chunder Manik, the present Rajah, whogse title was,
as we have noted, finally affirmed in 1870.(1) '

It would seem that as soon as the Tipperah Rajahs had assuved
themselves of the mild charvacter of
our Government, and realized the
fact that in some part, at any rate, of their ancestral territory they
were to be completely free from control, they diligently set themselves
to enlarge the borders of their independent kingdom on its further
gides, They carried on a desultory warfare with the varions Kookie
li }t-rihes living on the east of their State and reduced many villages to
3 { cubjeetion, The various septs of Poitoo Kookies to this day acknow-
ledge a sort of allegiance to Tipperah, which varies according as the
Rajah is strong or weak, but which drags him into their quarrels with
the outer tribes, and has more than once involved in disaster neighbour-
ing villages in DBritish tevritory. Until very recently Tipperah would

admit no definite limit to its territory on the north-east.

Ageressive polivy of Rajahs in the Hills,

During the 'war with Burma much correspondence t_qok' place
regarding the topography and routes

JNeHiogs of BipposNs. fu AG7A, of the north-east frontier.(?)

At the request of Government the Tipperah Rajah garrisoned, or
gaid he had garrisoned, all the passes leading through his hills
to Cachar and Sylhet to repel any possible invasion of the Buar-
mese.

There was, indeed, a very general fear that Tipperah would snffer
as did Cachar and Manipur. Other elements of danger and disturb-
ance was also. present. In June 1324 intelligence(®) was received
that Sumbhoo Thakur, brother of the Rajah, whose e¢laim to succeed
had been rejected by the Sudder Dewanny Adalut, had set up the
standard of rebellion in the Chittagong Hill Tracts, and prohibited the
Joomea enltivators [rom paying revenue to Governments A reward of

" Rs. 5,000 was offered for his apprehension. His property, both in Hill
and Plain Tipperah, was ordered to be confiscated ; and if caught, he
wiis to be summarily tried by martial law. :

It has been mentioned that one of the Tipperah Rajahs married
a daughter of the Mavipuri stock. This fact seemed to indicate a
means of direct communication between those kingdoms, and Govern-
ment caused efforts to be made to discover the line of route, It was

(*) Beoret Proceedings, 50th March 1826-27, Nos, 17 to 20.
General Proceedings, 26th November 1819, No, 77,
Political Proceedings, April 1862, No. 22,

(*) Secret Proceedings, 14th May 1824, No, 10.

Sacret Progeedings, 18th June 1824, Nos, 28.29,
Secret Proceedings, 8rd September 1824, No, 23,

(*) Seeret Proceedings, 18th June 1824, No. 40,

Seoret Proceedings, 2nd July 1824, No, 46,



tence through ¢ ‘rl.,_nge-_j:mlled Thﬁnghum*’ into

There were disputes between' the Cachar and Tipperah
' the possession of parts of Hylakandy, and the Tipperah
i get forth clims to the all eganee ofal) the Kookies lying south
Cachar:  Thanghum mentioned above was on the right bank of the

ahy three days’ journey from Bansbandi, in Cachar,  In an interests |

port submitted to the Secret Department in 1824, we find that the
Kookies, nnmboring 50 to 60 thousand, and occupying the whole
‘eastern and part of the northern hills were said to be the most

ent and formidable of the tribes ; and the Rajah to reduce them to '
¢e was anxious to establich a thanna at Thanghum, the inhabitants

i h_-iﬁ]'wd' were described by him as orderly and obedient. Gavern-

fient, while raising no objection to his doing so, declined to assaciate
{40 British troaps with his guards on that frontier. It is very clear that the
i o exercised over the Kookies was more nominal thau real, for in
LBV 2 we flnd the reads from posh to post take long detours so asto
ugh the plaing, and not across the hills ; the reason given bheing
fear of the Kookies.” In this same report the Raja is
a8 .4 weak acd ‘stupid man, entively in the bands of onc or '
1 amlah, i ey 1 ! i
I828 representations(?) were made from Manipur that the
- Rajak was ' about to attock Tanghun or Thanghum, although
Chicf bad a thaona in the pluce. Engairy was made by
mmissioner in Sylhet, who found that, though originally attached
perah, Tanxhun had been held by Manipur for four or five years.
e t‘]Jl_v‘-:-fl?.e.r.u- erfon showed that it was a village of Khonjais, Jying '
¢ Surmah or Barak in the bend of that river and close to
“This shows how far Tipperah reached at one time, Governs
to let the Tipperah Rajah march men to Tanghun. iy
the north the Baj was for a long time almost equally g
' ‘sive. From the main clusier of E‘Ih
) . lying ‘south of Syihet, branches and’

n northward into the plains, enciosing valleys of varying breadth,
drainage falls into one main stream, having its sonrces  well to
outh and flowing northward into the Sylhet rivers. Long befora '
dusulman conquest these valloys were under cultivation. They

i to Tipperak in its palmy days: and even now oue stumbles
ed palaces and ghats and tanks, attesting the civilization of

r age.  But the country had long since lapeed to jungle; and |
the British took possession of S)fﬁ\et, there 'interposed between

district and Tipperah a, broad belt of deadly forest into which

" (?) Beored Proceedings, 80th July 1824, Nos, 6.4 7.

(*) Seoret Proceadings, 15tk July 1828, No, 8.
Smrot Frooeedings, 17tk Jan)uaij'-taao,-Nun. 5 fa 10,




under

' once more into these valley bottoms: and from theg
‘of our recoxds we find that they were held to belong to
Distriet.  Large  tracts  were. permunently settled with
in 1700 As their possession became an object of value
, weré made by the Tipperahe to enéroach upon the plaing .
- giong have been from time to time up to a very recent date advancé
. which have given much trouble to Government, chiefly from t
' that onr recond rooms serve only as the tombs of past transactions,
which there has hitherto been no resurreetion. FaRtiis D
In 1509, on the Sylhet frontier, a bitter enmity subsisted b
Measures to restrain tﬁea_e. : th-e 1&'5'1{1-}?“'1161‘3 df .-"thﬁlphing
\ the Rajah's people.  Ever _
 hill was claimed as belonging to the Rajah. Small proper
' bought by him at auction or hy private contract, and oceupied
of armed Tipperahs, who bullied their Bengali neighbours an :
. wstate of terrorism now-a-days nnkoown. The Govervment ha
* interpose in the most detemined manner, and one or tw lute
‘trates soon restored order. In 1819 things had again come to
/' The clironie irritation subsisting between the Hill Tn&pe ;
\ outer Kookies led to frequent depredations, in which Britich
- sacked and plundered, nnd orders were at last given for layi
definite and easily recognised boundary which would enable G
‘to fix upon the Rajah the responsibility of keeping order in his
- markets, and preventing the passage of marauders to the def
plains.  An atterapt was at the same time to be made to gain |
i) fedge of and conciliate the tribes tuking part in these attacks.
: %éfrs’ time such a boundary was laid down by Lieutenant Fisher.(
Ragah was, however, dissatisfied with it, though it had been sett]
| eommunication with his own agents, and its declaration was imm:
" followed hy a murderous attack upon & party of cultivators goi
the British hills to joom, the perpetrators of the ontrage ﬁf; )
" doubtedly Tipperahs.(®) The Rajah, when applied to, of course
- blame on the independent ookies, and took no real- pains to
the murderers. He was startled from his apathy by receiving a1
from Government, worded in the most peremptory terms, stal

- % The Joomeas cultivated by euttmg down and burning the forest and spwing
| Beeds wmong the ashies, Tor correspondsnce regarding * Joomka Jummas™

. relerenpe may be made to— j _ i
[ Judicial Proceedings, 8th May 1823, No, 22,

Judicial Proceedings, 5th June 1828, No. 15,

Judicial Proceadings, 21st Avgust 1823, No. 81.

dudicial Proceedings, 9th April 1824, Nos. 1 to 5.

(*) Judicial Proceedings, 22nd May 1822, No: 42,
Judicial Proceedings, 6th  June 1822, No. 44 i

(*) Judicial Proceedings, 6th June 1822, Nos. 39 & 40.
Judicial Proveedings, 15th May 1823, Nos, 7to 12, |




5 fs of the omplicity of his people if nob of |
containing: the following remarkable passage:— 0
deam o huve adopted the plan of committing these murdors and ofther acts of
’aam‘ﬂ“: ol taking revongy __onghq v?nﬁ%tm : mdrgowt: -;:ifontu:ia Gnﬁ\:{;rtu‘m_ent.
-e.;mui -"thnﬂ:;;ow qn&fwu';inoei_,th? Gnv;ﬁmn? Geua}znl in _,ouncil'ygzﬁ
o have ordered you personslly to be ¢alled ju to be put ou your trialin
‘wourts of | Government for . insbigeting the jmurders in question. In his com- |
ion however for yon, he hos now ordered thnt you shgll in the first instance be
upon by this letier, through the Magistrate of Tipporah, to state whatever you may.
to uege in explanation, within twenty dayy from fhe receipt of this. ' A
" The Rajah’s defence consisted in o reiteration of his former excases 0 0
poof against him, though morally stroug, was not legally perfeet,
. and. the Goyernment was content to dvop the case with a solemn.
warning a¢ to his future conduct. At the same time he was told that, = =
| if he could shew to the satisfaction of the civil courts that the boundary =
8 swas ineorrect, Government would alter it; nay, further,if le
prove that he bad any right to collect dues from the Joomeas
British tervitory on the ground of protection afforded thow, ov
other reason, these rights should be ackrowledged. He was at ;
same time permitted to purchase any lands he chose, but wus
“warnéd that in these he would have no sovereign rights. ‘
| The Rajah at this time had not, it would appear, any eflicient control
ik G ; over the Kookies to the eastward,'
f¥iitions wiih Wi Yookdos He did, indeed, lay claim to their -
age and tribute, but it is doubtful whether he was strong enough
ce any who did not choose voluntarily to give these. The hill
‘over which his nominal supremacy extended ran southward from
and were inhabited by Poitoo, Thanghum, and other Kookies,
_visited the plains for purposes of trade and barter, and were in
it of receiving yearly presents from the frontier zemindars
as a sort of blackmail, or 2s an fuducement to bring down their.
oducts. Wood-cuttere going into their hills also, no doubt, made |
payments of some kind as the price of eafety. Fuilure to
ywledge their claims invariably led to bloodsfhgd.lh In September
AR it <, . 1826, a party of Sylhet woad-sutters
R Hnnle b 1056, was ma;r::;ryed by the Kookies under
called * Buntye’ in the hillgabove the Simla River, ten milés to the
the Dallessuri. (') Messengers sent up by the Magistrate visited the.
of ‘ Buntye,' three days’ jowrney into the hills on the Luogai
and ascertained that the alleged cause of the outrage was that the
dars of Pertabgur had withheld the annual presents. Two of the !
gevs were detained by Buntye. The thind, after being favoured
a ghastly inspection of the wood-cutters’ heade, was allowed to.
‘to bring up the blackmail due. He was not allowed to com-
ate with the € Linden” and © Laroo’ Kookies living furtherup the '
eam, but was sent back hot-foot info the plains. Government to -
¢ the lives of the two unfortunates left in Buntye’s hands anthorized |
iﬂy_mauﬁ'af the ransom demanded, but ordered the closare of the
cts to all Kookies, and directed  enquiry as to the possibility of

il

g 1}

(V) Fudicia) Proceedings, 16th Felruary 15827, Nos. 801032,
£y Judioul Proceedings, 22nd February 1827, Nos, 3010 82,




veaching Buntye with troops
“to help, Nothing however
\as abruptly as it begine, _ T e DG G
| Tho apathy with which the Rajah of Tipperah, notwit
AR : - ~ repested warnings,  treate
~either to redress outrage or surrendeér offenders, save whe
Cinterests were threatened, is again well Illustrated by the followi
o July 1836, Ram-kanoo Thakur, a relative of the Rajah;* ab
@ band of Mughs, Chuckmas, Kookies, and Tipperabs, numberi
" three or four Fundred men, attacked the homestead of Merok
' a substantial land-owner of Kandul, in Zillah Tipperah, killed «f
. persons, wounded others, plundered 'the premises, and burnt them
i the ground.. This was a most atrocious massaere. The leading
L petrators were well known,  Their band had been got together in
. Rajah’s territory. The Rajah was fally able to give the most
| assistance in their ‘apprehension.  To  the demand for this he
©'merely a cart return that they were niot resident in his jurisdiction
* was known to be false.  Fortunately for the ends of justice, it haj
- that at this time the Commissioner of Chittagong raised
_.}:prtar_xt_q-uestiqns as to the proper limits of the Raja’s tern
(e right to levy certain duey, within his zemindar. ' N
. had /this matfer also come before Government, than the &
- improve his position with the authorities, sent in Ram-kanoo Th
" had been residing quietly in a village of Hill Tipperah fron
(fime of the outrage.(!) ; - iy

- Soanomalous has the position of Hill Tipperab }
: ".inomaloua prrangements for extradition, :?lthf Litti_g ‘fﬂ:g “t P

. spplied in our dealings with that State. We find that sometitpes"B__—
' subjects were surrendered at the Raja’s request : af others owr e
© ware directed by the Government to inquire into cases beyond
. border when it was doubtfal whether either of the parties: we
. subjects. No treaty existing o define the limits or condh
0 extradition, the demands both of the Hill Tippetah and rnf-- '
. authorities have extended to all elasses of eriminals. B
_instauce it has been the monotonons and never ceasing conpl
_ Magistrates that real and hesity assistance was never to be &
' from Agurtolla. il L g v
Whin % Bvery rabelliousmembarolthé}haja’s{ﬁnﬂygagghs.refu' amang
jneited them to outrage. In Moy 1843 Bugwan Chundar akur,
- Thakuy, who had intrigued against the Raja, brought down a band of
b village of Burmatooa, in Thunush Chagalnsys, Zillah Tipperabs. Thoug
" oould not be Leld responsible for the acts of his enemis, it 38 certain thit Tad :
| baet st sll efficient, war parties of savages conld not. have passed across his Lervizory
dowaiho ghits osenpibly 'WEW by his moste, withoul 5 HCHR having boes given aa
some wbtenapt being mads to stop them. is view of matters was strongly o) Lt IS
L bub without much ultinate citect. h = i S (¥ {b‘ il

(3) Judicial Proceoings, 13th
- Judicin) Proceedings, 25tk Octol
- o : 3 ‘ Prmd' ..ﬁu

A T September 188
536,




Cprivileges ag an. independent ¢
R T ~toin which arose in -1:-»:56.(-‘?: At had/
DT T Calways of  late years been. the paliey: {
ajub’s advisers, European and Native, to insist on the absolute
ee of his _h_i_'ll.t:a\::ri’t-arry-as never, aceording to them, having
n ¢abdoed by the Mogul.  They urged accordingly that in treats'
with him the Britich Goverament should be guided only by the
- ations, and they repudisted, so far ag they were able, the exist«
uy patamount authority or any real control over the actions of 7
yeri master o the bhills.  Now, in the years 1790, 1791, and 1702, the
nrment had abolished (hronghont Bengal all those internal transif -
¢ und cesses which, wnder the generic name of sager, were | a,
ul sonree of revenue to the zemindars. | Regnlation XX VIL of 1763
idated and perpetnated the policy of Government on this subject.
sation and remissions of revenue were eiven to ullizemindars
by this order, and nmong others the Rajah, as proprietor of |
a Rounshanabad’, got a remission of Rs. 28,000 from his anuunal
on this account. In 1836 the Commissioner of Chittagong |
luties similar to those abolished were levied on bambop, =
and ' other articles of hill prodnee, under the Rajab’s orders,
| the permunently-settled estate of Roushanabad. The Rajah’s
on wag that these duties were not those for which he ‘got
sution forty years before ; that as an independent, prince, bhe was |
pbitied to impose what taxes he plensed in hig'own kingdom ; and that
e callection of these at the frontier of his zemindari was a merd’
of convenience, with which he prayed that Government would
’l‘he mature of the duties was thus described in 1758 — |
Tie: Suir Neornigger, and  Sen Ghab principally consisi of a yuriety of ghits,
M\u 1 ph 'g- the foot of ﬂ‘ll:! hi_ll_gmm oco extrerity of the Pl‘ogi’i!:@ ;
. X £ 100 miles. | At thesa ghits, &o., ara mﬂe«m.-d duties, %ﬁ
Y & br it and eurried into the Mifle, e interior partd of the ‘!ln !

y enitivated bgtfx ncivilized tribesof people called Tipperes, Kookie, TLushia, aang,
are subjects of the Raja and entirely independent of the English Govérn QE
Cproduce of the hi cotton, rice, pépper, ond different kinds of: turi_tkr}?.- 5

is cvliivated for the purpese of birtering it for tho different necessaries of Tife' |

thoy require to be furdished frowm the low counlries, such as salt, tobageo, | ;
earthen pols, spirituous Hquovs, &o. This, of conrse, induces number‘p_-_!_-q'ii‘

to edrey those arbieles into the Hills, Tu return they bring down cobton : nod

ey wre oblized to pass theso ghits, &o., they sre taxed highly notl only for what they

£y up, but ajso for what they bring down. The rates of taxes vary upon each a &

-avery different ghit, of which there are no less than fiffy-two. Upon an avernge,

fitbeen and twenty thousaud maunds of’ cobton dre bronght down yearly, which is pur-
i it common ssasons for Bs. 2 and Re. 2-% per maund, and the duties collected are
al to tlw prim_e_cm of the ootton. Depondont on the Sair Noornugger and

© (") Judieial Proceedings; 11th Octobar 1836, Nos. 92 fo 94,
. LJdudicial Proceedings, 25th Ootober 1886, No, 86,
. dudicial Proceedings, 16tk November 1836, Nos. 657 fo 61,
. Judicial Preceedings, 6th June 1837, Nos. 70 fo 79, -
I+ Judicial Provecdings, 15th Auguet 1837, Nos. 28 to 41,
U Judicial Proceedings, 27th Deceniber 1898, Nos, 71 to 6.

G Juﬁigﬂ Procecdiogs, 12th June 1843, Nes, 28 & 29,
o Jud fal Procotdings, 14th Avgust 1848, Nos, 52 & 53,




1 yrlideh, Anoy w, shonld wmo
. pre Fespectively charged, und they are obliged {o ,
' ghey Bave brought dowu the cotton or not ; and thay haye no w: :
burden bul by flying the provinee. "This oustom has existed from go.long u tix
that it is impossible to trace its origin.  Any persan careying aftio in 4k ‘1«
© | two or three years together renders himself " liable to i, 1t s cus'omary slso for ¥
* Paroners of the spir tichals to exiet avbitrary fines from those whowm Ahey ! dateot:
U pling an{l goods past thoir ghits, | Thig also s a source of great oppression, hut
practice has existed from time immemorial, Timbers, hambons, ratans, and | sivaw,
‘also 8 heavy duty ns they pass hy the ghits of the sair wielul. Besides thése g
- williin and slong the bills, there are geveral sitiated in wany of the perguinihs
wre-also depsndent on the sair mehals, and nothing passes thew without puging
! fPhis is wlso levied at fimes on passerygers and on v money. T
Upon this, Government in 1788 authorizad the alolition of such
~ part of the sayer duties of Noornugger and Sen Ghit as were levied in the
' ghéts and roads leading to the hills and’ came under the descrip ,
- ebolunta or rekdari, and likewise the remission of sueh pottions
o jumma of the sayer as on inquiry might be deemwed adeguate
' amount realized from the collections. In reply to enquiry
' point it was reported that “the whole of the dubies weve e
\qukdari, and they fell heaviest on the Tipperee, Kookie, Lmshai,
' &e.; all inhabitants of the hills; for if it was not for ‘the hig!
Lywith which theix cotton is churged, they would get a better price for
. and again, if it was mot for the duties with which the goods
| yeesive in barter were eharged, the beparees wonld be able to sell

_cheaper.” The Government resolved accordingly to abolish the
" of these duties as oppressive from their nature and the mode in wii
they were levied, the object avowedly being the protection and welfmes
the inhabitants of the lls, as well as of their move immediate subj
Ag already stated, when Rajender Manik was admitted to setilement
be got o remission of Rs 28,000 from his jumma on this aceount, | 0 )

|/ Now, however, the Rajal claimed to levy as independent’
that portion of these duties which was imposed on  the produce  of
hills. The ‘Government at first held that the Raja could hav
 eluim to enjoy at the same time the remission in perpetuity grante
1792 and the proceeds of the duties then forbidden to be ley
decided that he was neither as chief nor as zemindar éntitled

impose such, PN ] e, S

| Sulsequently this decision (of Lord Auckland’s) was reversed
his successor on grounds which are fully sef outin a letter printed
‘the Appendix. : i el R ey
ﬁ/ "W f tave aiready referred to the need whiclr had been
for 'a proper determination of the botindary between ‘Hill Tippera
‘and the adjoining District of Sylhet. We have scen that in 183 the
Rajah objected to Lientenant Fisher’s survey, although this Thad

AL T oty made in company with his ow
% diseussions regarding the Sylhet agents, Government b ad, however,
T : 7 adopted  the line so  laid own, .
informing the Rajah that, although he could not himself ued




|’

in ‘the ¢ of Syli'(e'l', et he ‘was af liberty  to sue the Govern:
ment- and the zemindars jointly in those courts, if ‘he thought -
he could establish his claim to any lands outside the -line, and
Government would honour the decision of its own tribunal and make
 to him aay lands he might prove to be his. No advantage was
ken of this offer till 1832, when he instituted four suits in the Sylhet
gzt in the manner suggested. The cases were pending many years.
Jocal eourt at ﬁrst'hel(fe wat it conld not try the suits, inasmuch as.
assert jurisdietion therein assumed the case against the plaintiff at
outset. On appeal the Sudder Dewani ruled by summary order
as the question of sovereignty and jurisdiction had not been
ruised, the vases should be decided on their merits, The District Judge
then proceeded to hear them, nnd nltimately gave judgment upholding
in the main Fishet’s boundary line, but decreeing certain minor poinfs
in favor of the Rajah. The Rajah appealed, but while the case was
pending in the Sudder, arcangements were made in 1846 between
Government and the plaintiff to refer the whole question to arbitration ;
o allusion being made to the zemindars, who were also defendants in
the kuits. When the arbitrators went to Sylhet and applied to the
- Judge for the necessary papers, the zemindars intervened and protested
agaimst the proceedings as undertaken without their consent. The
' ‘\i,_j woceed, and the case was restored to the file, The question of jurisdic-
jon was then taken up by & full beneh, which ruled, oo the 19th
eptember 1848, that questions affecting the boundary of two independ-
ent éﬁﬂwem wers not properly eognizable in municipal courts; and the:
‘Rujab’s suits were dismissed after being sixteen years pending.  Of this,
; the Rajah naturally complained : and Government determined aguin to
" hiave recourse to arbitration, excluding therefrom however all minor
claimants and confining its smjk’e to the settlement only of the quesiion
~ as betsveen State and State.  The principle laid down for the arbitrators

N v.fﬁﬁdkle:"l)ew_nni held that in their absence the mbitration eould not' 0

*was that “ all land incinded within the decennial settlement bad been,

‘and shall be, within the Company’s territories.” Any evidence on this

AP ,'ﬂﬁihh therefore which the zemindars could addunee should be heard and =

I
-

n.uy land had not been settled  in 1790 should not alone be

considered.  Further, it was ordered that the mere fact that|

that it belonged to the Tipperah State. Mr. George Yule, .

Collector of  Dinagepore, was appointed arbitrator for Government, -
Mr. Campbell, the Rajab’s Agent, acted for his master, and Mr.
 Coull, a planter of Mymensing, was referee. Mr Gamplell found
* the Rajal’s claims established throughout : Mr Yule admifted them
__only in one case : and the whole thing had to be left to the referee, who
‘eami¢ to the same conelusion as Mr, %"ule on nearly every point. The -
xecord of their very careful enquiry is preserved, and is in ifeelf s

wyineing proof of their fuitness snd painstaking. In submibting -

report to Government in January 1851, Mr. Yule described the
conntry thus finally declared to be British territory, as congisting both
of bill and plain covered for the mosk part with swamp and jungle.

© | he hills howover produced cotton, the cultivation of which might be -

ﬁi‘..'g\fg:;ﬂy’-i[fcmasgd ; while the plains bore here and there rich erops of
- rice not liable to inundation ; sud also mustard and sugareane, Much




. vof thig Jand was not ir
| strongly ‘urged  that colonies 'of Man
. encouraged to take it up on lease, and that eifectua ;
adopted for protecting such settlers from the ineurions of t
~over whom he thought the Raja had no real power.(*) =
On the side of Tipperah the Buuhdnry-bitweeﬁ the hill (
N T W C 0 and the! plains. was | quite. as.
4 e .Su.rvey o[‘. Tipperah bu.m(lhry._l _ de_ﬂned aslit; Mg been '0?1‘-1 the Sylh
 'frontier ; but this had not given rise to the same amonnt of
as the zemindari of Roushanabad belonged to the lord of &
. whoge interests were identieal on upland and lowland. T
' donbts were entertained whether the general indebledness
Rajah would not. speedily bring the settled estate to th
and in view of this contingency a speedy demarcation of the b
 live way urged upon Government. The measure was sane
" the survey was ultimately -carried on till the whole boun
. Independent Tipperah and the British Distriets of Tipperah
(or Noakhali) and the remaining portion of Sylhet had ﬁbuu
It was completed in December 1852, and arbitrators were
sippointed to seftle all dispnted liues. Every ohstaele was
“way of a final settlement by the Rajah’s native agents i
- when Lord Dalhousie peremptorily ordered the adjustment to ps
whether the Bajah were tepresented or 1o that any actual progy
- mhade and the Rajah’s arbitrator attended. In January 1555 6
were reported. It had been discovered that mo definite | _
‘between the hills and the plawis had herstofore existed ; but us the
“ernment arhitrator liberally gave the Raja the henefit of every doubt, |
"application to a referee was fonnd necessary. Agurfolla, the Raj n
of residence, was by the line now lail down included in ' the
termitory. (7)) i il
Notwithstanding all that had been done, we find in 1801
s Fedl w0 pending between the Tippe
IIa%er.dmputes as 1o bhoundary. E: d '(?twe'mn'senﬁ 1_'egﬁpfd
_boundary between his territory and some parts of Sylhet n¢
. by the proweedings of Mr. Yule. 'The nature of the coun
* “extremely diffieult in places to identify the line laid down by 1 :
Fisher, and fresh demarcation had to be nndertaken.  Tn all ¢l .
~ tions connected with the ressurvey of Sylhet and Tipperah, Gove it

I
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A

(') Revouue Proceodings, 23rd September 1846, Nos. 87 to 43,

; Tievemue Proceedings, 176h March 1847, Nos. 12 o, 40,
Revenue Proceedings, 81st'October 1849, Nos. 62 o 78. |
TRevenne Proceedings, 10tk April 1850, No. 16, ('
THevenne Proceedings, 12th June 1860, Nos. b4 & 56, !
Revenue Proceedings, 26th Fobruary 1857, Nos. 40 todd:
Revenus Proseediags, 241 September 1857, Nos., 77 & 78,
Revente Proceadings, B1st March 1858, Nos, 2 & 3,

(*) Revenuo Proceedings, 30th May 1840, Nos, 28 to 54
Hevenue Proceedings, 20th Januasry 1858, Nos. 4710 51,
Revenue Proceedings, 176h Marolr 1858, Now, 1800 21,

! Revorie Proceedings, 2nd November 1854, Nos, 8:& 9.

"1 ‘Revenue Proceedings, 1.5th March 1855, Nos, 3 0 5.

© ' Revenue Procsodings, 1861 to 1668, |
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firmly declined to re-open questions already settled ; the only point for
discussion being the marking out of the line long since determined upon.:
The Raja was induced to consent at this time to a topographical survey
of his dominions, | ;

I have now described the settlement of the relative boundaries of
the Tipperah State and' the neighbouring British distriets in all guarters
save one. Between Hill Tipperah and Chittagong the I’em:leiver

: i bad always been considered the
i on 80. 1ho. Olibegoing bomndacy, line of dc}mal'catirjn. The question

whether the river itself lay in Tipperah or Chittagong gave rise to some
trouble, 1In 1848 an affeay with murder took place at Ramghur, high
up on the Feany, at which the Raja had established a toll house.  The
' sztgistrate finding that in Tassin’s map the river is included in British
territory, forbade the levy of any such duties on the south bank of
that river or on the river itself, on the ground that such exactions had
led to disturbance and bloodshed. In Febroary 1549, the Magistrate
punished for assault certain servants of the Rajah, who bad foreibly
taleen tax upon the river from people bringing down bamboos cut in
British territory (1) The Judge reversed the order as illegally convieting
Jipperahs of an ofience committed out of British territory, at the same
time declaring that the Rajah had a right to levy tolls af his ghits on
the Fenny. Upon this the matter was referréd to Government, which
pointed out that the right claimed for the Rajah was not merely that of
levying tolls on goods brought to his side of the river or within his
own territories, but of imposing duties on all traffic passing up und
down a stream, which was either neatral or British. Fucther reports
on the claimso put forwacd were called for accordingly. On receipt
of this, the Government decided that the Rajah had not established any
prescriptive or other right to hald undivided possession of the river.
It was to be free and open to the subjects of both Governments with-
ont let or hindrance. The river was thus declared neutral teiritory.
The Rajah kept up his toll houses on the north bank ostensibly to tax
produce brought from his hills, but no doubt boate passing down were
also taxed. In 1853 we hear of outrages upon such boats, and of
affrays attended with murder, in which the offenders were farmers of
the Tipperah ghits. The Rajah persisted that, so long as the produce
formivg the cargo of the boats came from his hills, he had a right to
stop them for toll. On further consideration Government laid down
the followingdpriucipleﬂ: first, that the Rajah had a right to levy toll on
all persons and things within his own independent territory, either on
the banks of the River Fenny, or on the river itself above the point
at which it becomes the boundary between his territory and Chittagong ;
second, that westward from the point where the river is common to both
countries, the Rajah has a right to levy tolls on boats or produce belong-
ing to his own subjects only; third, that for any attempt to levy tolls

e

(*) Judicial Proceedings, 20th May 1850, Nos. £3 to 89,
Judicial Proveedings, 10th February 1858, Nos. 19 ta 29,
Judicial Proceedings, 156 September 1853, Nos, 81 & &2,
Judicial Proceedings, Sth Septemboer 1853, Nos. 116 to 127,
Judicial Proceedings, 20th April 1854, Nos. 126 to 120,
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om, or detain boats or subjects of the British Government, the Rajah
would be held responsible, whether the acts of his agents were done with
or without his knowledge and consent ; fourth, that if it proved practically
difficult to let him thus levy tolls ‘on his own subjects and produce
on the river, the right must be foregone.

It will thus have been seen that the boundaries of Hill Tipperah
had been in course of vears tolerably clearly defined on the morth,
west, and south where they marched with cultivated British districts.
But the precise limits of the territory to the east were still quite
conjectural, In Pemberton’s* Report we find that all the Lushai
country east to Manipur was once considered to belong to Tipperah.
Tt is certain, however, that the Tipperah Rajah had never anything like
gettled or absolute authority over the tribes of this tract, What the
British Government has had to do with them we shall see in the follow-
ing chapter.

Tn 1871, on the suggestion of the Bengal Government'a separate
Political Agent was appointed to Hill
Tipperah to reside at Agurtollah
and assist the Rajah with advice. The appointment was abolished
in 1878, the conduct of our politieal relations with the State being.
entrusted to the Magistrate of Tipperah and an officer of the status of
a Deputy Magistiats being stationed at Agurtollab. This arrange-

ment has worked satisfactorily, and will continue to do so as long as
the Rajah adheres to his present policy of not interfering in any way
with the Kookie tribes outside what is now recognized as his eastern
limit. Under the advice and direction of British officers marked
‘improvements have taken place in the internal management of the
Tipperah State. Rente are no longer collected at the point of the
bayonet, as the Magistrate of Tipperah reported to be the case in 1563.
Civil and eriminal justice is now fairly administered ; schools have been
started ; and some road making has been done. The population of the
Hills according to the last census is 95,637 ; and the revenue raised
there nearly two lakhs of Rupees.

Appointment of a Political Agent.

# The south-castern and sonthern boundaries of each are thus given by Pemberton

in 1836 :—
! # From the sourced of the Jeeree River slong the western bank, to its confluciice with
the Borak; thence south on the western bank of the latter river to the mouth of Chikoo
! Sar Tipai) nullah, which marks ¢he triple bonndary of Maniper, Cachar and Tripurah.
n the south the limits have never been nccurately defined, and we  only know that on
! this side the line is formed by the morthern foof of lofty mountains inhabited by the
| Poitoo Kookies and by wild und unexplored tracts of territory subjeet o Tripuruh.
| This densely wooded and mouutainous reégion appears to commence ab a distance of

{

| batween 40 and 50 miles from the southern bank of the Soormah.”

{ The sonthern extremity of the Suddashur Hills was the south-east corner of Cachar,

. Tt would appear from this that the narrow hilly tract runming down between Hill -
Tipperah and Manipur, and represented in our most recent maps as part of Cachar, was
in Pemberton’s time considered to be part of Hill Tipperah,




CHAPTER XXI.

THE LUSHAT OR KOOKIE TRIBES,

From a very early period the plains of Cachar were subject to

N ! inroads from the southern Hill tribes

Desoription of the Lushais 88 known  Lynown ns Kookigs or Lushais. Of

in 1853, : :

late vears it has been discovered

that these are more or less intimately related to the Howlongs and

Syloos whom we encounter on the frontier of Chitagong. But it will

be most convenient fo leave the latter for separate treatment and to

bring together here alfl that iz known of the Lushais viewed from a

Cachar standpoint. In a report on the district by Colonel Lister in
1853, the following account is given of these tribes :—

1 have the honor to state first, with roference to the southern portion of the district,
that for many years back, and long before we obfained possession of the proviuce, the
- inhabitants of the plains to the sonth were in constant alarm and dread of the tribes of
Kookies who resided both within our boundaries and without to the south and south-enst,
in the independent Tipperah Hills and in the Manipur terrvitories. 'They used to coma
down and attack the ?iH: se8 in the plains, massacre the inhabitauts, take their heads, luof
(and burn their houses, These ag ions used principally to be made after the death of
"one of the Kookis Rajahs, when the having human heads to bury with him is in the ides
of the Kookie a matter of great consideration.

The principal tribes then known were the Cheeloo, Rankul, Tangune, Chansen,
Tadoé or Tewtangs and the Poitoo Kookies, and in consequence of the aggressions made
by some of them af different times, some of the inbabitants towards the south deserted
their villages, left their lands and homes, and settled in some of the more northern
pergunnahs of the distriot, and the lands which they deserted bave not in some places up
to the present time been resumed, they being now jungle,

It would ag)pﬁm' that the tribes to the south have been gradually driving one another
in s northerly direction ; for, {irst, some Nagas that were loeated in the Boobun Hills and
in sonthern Cachar were obliged by the Tangune Kookies to flitand fo take up their
abode in the hills north of the Borak, when the Tangunes took possession of their ground,
and they having in their turn been driven up by the Chansen and Tadod tribes, the Tan-
gunes wera also aflerwards obliged to vacate and to move on into the northern hills, snd
after them the Chansent were obliged {o do so likewise ; and the Tadoéds, who had been
driven up by the Luchyes, a “'Z powerful tribe, first settled about seven years simce
within eight and ten miles south of this station, and became Company's ryots, and made
themselyes useful by eutting timber, bamboos, cane, &e., which they used to bring to
market, but after having been located there for sorae four years, the Luchye Kookies in
November 1849 attacked them, burnt three of their villages, killad several of the
inhabitants, and took away several of them into slavery, and then the whole of the
Tadoé tribe fitted, loft the south and settled down in the norfhern hills,

Abont the same time that the Luchye Kookies attacked the villuges in' Cachar, they
committed other atrocities in Sylhet and in Manipur. It was the first that had ever
heen heard here of the Lnchyes, and from the inquiries I made, it appeared that they
were a very powerlul, warlike, set' of people, consisting of Lmchyes, Chillings, nud
Gattaes, and who were said to be also well armed and independent, and residing from eight
to ten days' journey south of this. And to the south of them agnin there are the Poe
Kookies, who are said to be still more powerful than the Luchyes, and who il is said exact
a kind of tribute from them.
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The Poitoo Eookies who are located townrds the south-west used also fo be very
troublesome, and made many descents in the southern portion of Pergunnah Hylakandy,
and they too drove the inhabitants away from thence, and caused lands that were under
cultivation to run to jungle. h

After the British Government ohiained possession of the district, in' order to protect
the matives to the south, there were two mna&f out-nosts established, one at Cazeedur, in
Pergunnah Bundeaj, und the other to the south of Hylakandy, with a detachment of the
Sylhet Lizht Infanbry at cach, posted in a gusrd, surroundad by a stockade, but these out-
posts used to e oceasionally withdrawn and agsin replaced when necessary,

Abont the years 1834 «nd 1885 a Manipuri Prince, “Tribowanjee,” who was unsef-
tled and inclined fo be tronblesome, got a considershle grant of land b J affarbund, in
- sonth Hylakandy, and tagavie advances were with the sanction of Government madé to
him to the extent of Rupees 2336, with a yview to cansing Lim to settle down, and he
undertook with his Matipuri ryats to keep the Poitoo. Kookies in check, and for which
purpose twelye muskets were mide over to him, and he on one or two oocasions. ubtncked
the Kookies in their own villages, and during his time no attacks were made on that part
of the distriet; but in 1841 he and his brother, Ram Sing, made arrangements with some
of their countrymen and attacked the Rajah of Manipur, and in his endbavour to obtain
possession of the guddee of that coantry he lost his Ii}a, and 5o did also his brother. |

T order4hat he shonld be remunerated for the protection he ufforded the peopls, he
was permittad to levy a toll on all timber, haimboos, &o., coming down the Dullesur River,
and his estate loving attor his death fallen into the hands of two of his other brothers,
‘they continue still to levy 4 toll, as they say, from those only who agres beforehand fo

(pay thewm, for giving them protection during the period they are enttng the timberin

'the hills.

This was what Colonel Lister kuew about them at the date
of his report. T'he earlier records contain more detailed information
of their raide upon Cachar. Joh

1 bave already in the preceding chapter noticed a massacre of
Ruitish subjects belonging to Sylhet by Kookies, which took place in
1826. The mext raid of consequence was also on the Sylhet Frontier
and ocenrred in 1844, d

Laroo, whose name was mentioned in conneetion with the massacre

Raids of 16844 of 1526, appenrs to have been a
chief of some importance among
the Poitoos. In the beginning of 1844 orend of 1843 he died, leaving
his son Lal Chokla to lead his tribe.(*) Now no Kookie Chief could
go on his last long journey unaccompanied by attendants to do
his bidding in the unseen world. The affection of his clansmen wus
not, however, put to too great a strain. They had not themselves to go
away before their time, so long as they could supply Bengali slaves,
whose heads piled round the corpse of the Chief were earnest that their
ghosts were keeping company with his. But slaves were scarce in the
hills since the British Government had discouraged this trade ; so Tl
Chokla and his cousin, Botai (not the Buntye of 1826), hung their great
relative’s body in the smoke, and set forth on the war path to slay the

(*) Judicial Proceedings, 11th May 1864, Nos. 81 to &3,
Judicial Proceedings, 27th May 1844, Nos. 108 to 109,
Judiginl Proceedings, 29th July 1844, Nos, 46 to 49,
Judieial Proceedings, 8rd September 1844, Nos, 42 to 465,
Judieinl Proceedings, 16th October 1844, Nog. 46 & 47.
Judicinl Proceedings, 18th November 18:44, No. 88.
Judicial Proceedings, Stlt Jannary 1845, Nos. 192 to 194,
Judicisl Proceedings, 12th February 1845, Nos, 104 to 106
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presevibed number of vietims. ‘Spies sent before marked out as the doomed
village, the Manipuri colony of Kochabari, in Pertabgur. On the night
‘of the 16th April, 200 savages surrounded it; and amid the horrors of
darkness the bloody work went on, till twenty heads were secured
and six live captives taken. One eye-witness escaped by clinging to
the thatch of the inner roof; while the ghastly struggle went on below
him, Onece the ropes gave way and he fell, but, faveured by the dark-
ness, regained his place and there remained till all was still, The Magis-
teate was informed of the tragedy, and the 'Tipperah Rajah was
called in toaid, with the usual result. ‘ He had no authority over the
tribe in question.” But a grave suspicion arose not only that this excuse
was false, but that the Kookies had been actually directed to the Manipuri

village by the emissaries of the Rajah who had a dispute with the colo-
nists about the land on which it stood.  Further remonstrance induced
him to despatch a Darogah and ten burkundazes to arrest the murderers,—
a procéeding in itself a farce. Panic spread along the froutier. The
enltivators deserted  the neighbouring Government estates, and troops
and police had to go down in numbers to restore confidence.

At this time the Magistrate of Sylhet bethought himsclf of apply-
ing to Mr. J. P. Wise, who managed the Rajah’s affairs on the plains.
This gentleman took up the matter warmly and brought all his
influence to bear on his employer. 1t was discovered that some;
conuection did exist between Hill Tipperah and these Kookies,
for Lal Chokla had, it appeaved, applied to the Rajah to protect |
him against any measures of retaliation on our part. At last it was
ordered that if the Tipperah Chief could uot 'secure by force or nego-

. giation the surrender of the offenders before the lst of December,
British troops should enter the hills, and with the eo-operation of the hill
police—~if such there were—inflict sammary punishment on Lal Chokla
and his tribe. The effect of this decision was curious, Before the
date fixed, the Rajah sent in four Kookie prisoners and twenty-seven
witnesses, with depositions taken in Hill Tipperah, proving the defen-
dants to have been concerned in the raid.  When brought hefore the
Mugistrate, the witnesses one and all denied any knowledge of the affair,

. Next he sent in ‘Botai,” declaring at the sume time his own conviction
of hisinnocence, All this and the Rajah’s earnest enfreaties did nof; avail

: " to stay the departure of our troops.

; T ey Captaij:'l Blackpwood led a pm!ty

of the Sylhet Infantry into the hills on the day fixed. But little assis-
tance was received from the Rajah. He himself professed to be anxious
to help, but his people did nothing,—a fair index to the real wishes of
their master. Mr, Wise’s Assistant, Mr., Watt, ignored court intrigue
and gave substantial help, and a valuable auxiliary turned up in the |
person of Lallmee Sing, himself a Kookie Chief and cousia of Lal
Chokla. Lal Chokla’s village was surronnded, his supplies cut off, and
on the 4th December he surrendered himself into Captain Blackwood’s
hands. The fact of the raid he admitted freely, but declared that he
attacked the Manipuris, not knowing they were Company’s ryots, and
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to avenge injuries done to his father Laroo by two Manipuri adven-
turers, %e,amsing and Tribonjit, who, in 1941, tried to penetrate into the
Manipur valley through these hills with a view to attack the reigning
Chief. = The story was a doubtful one. The Kookies knew well that
Kochabari was under British protection. Lal Chokla was tried and
transported.  Botai, against whom there was no proof, was released, and
for some years the frontier was andistributed,* .

It seoms to have been a eommon practice of the tribes on this
frontier to make the villages of any emigrants from their midst into
British territory a special objeet of attack. In June 1844 the Thadoe

Kookies living under Manipur- at-

Raids on Kookie villages in Cachar, ~ tacked a Kookie village ia Cachar,

and carried off eight heads. The

people murdered were emigrants from the attacking tribe. The Rajah

of Manipur professed to have these tribes under coatrol, and he

was  appealed to in this case, but with what success does not
appear.

In 1847 Colonel MeCulloch, Political Age];at in Manipur, drev;
. attention to the inereasin wer o
Nt S Miloar K the Lushais,  whose congitgg with
the Changsels and other Kookies living under Manipur had attracted
his attention. He speaks of raids in which two and three ‘hundred
persons were captured or killed. He also notices the presence among
them of persons dressed like “ Burmese,”” armed with muskets, and said
no other tribe could stand before them. No military posts could, he
thought, protect Manipur from their attacks, and therefore, as they '
were understood to belong to Hill Tipperah, he urged that they should
be vestrained from thence. The Rajah of Tipperah was asked what he
knew of them. He replied that he had heard of them, but knew '
nothing more about them, as they were not his subjects.

In June 1847, the Magistrate of Sylhet reported(') a series of.
massacres by Kookies in what was
alleged to be British territory.
Upwards of 150 persons had been killed, and the ease wore a most

Massacres of 1847,

* In the pupers we find the following account of the connection of the shiefs in
this quarter infer se : ““ Sheeb Boot, a chief subordinate to Tipperah, declared himself
independent and took away 25,000 householders. Ha was sucoeeded by his son Chung
Polun and his grandson Lal Koleom. The latter had two sons. One Kojasir, the' father
of Botai, to whom Ll Koleem gave 4,000 households as dependents ; the other, Lal Pooee
Muy, who took fhe rest of the 25,000 houses, il Pooce May had threo song—Lindoo,
father of Lal Holun; Laroo, father of Tal Chokla ; and Bontai, father of Lallmee Siong.”

(*) Judicial Proceedings, 28th July 1647, Nos. 101 to 107,
Judicial Proceedings, 4th August 1847, No. 105,
Judicinl Proceedings, 25th August 1847, Nos. 109 fo 111,
Judicial Proceedings, 17th May 1848, Nos. 61 to 141,
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gerious aspect. The Rajah of Tipperah, however, declared that the
oufrage had taken place in his jurisdiction, and protested against any
interference on the part of the Magistrate. The Sylhet authorities
persisted that the spot was within the district boundary as laid down by
Captain Fisher, and a detachment of troops was sent out to protect the
neighbourhood. The persons murdered were themselves Kookies, and
there was no doubt that they held a lease of land from the Sylbet
Collector; but the Rajah alleged that the pottah had been proenred by
the relatives of Lal Chokla to injure him and Lallmee Sing for having
assisted in the capture of the first-named Chief, and that the lands were
really far within the Tipperah Hills. The so-called massacre was the
result of a fight between’ Lallmee Sing and Dokunipor, a son of Lal Chokla.
1t will give some idea of the confusion prevailing as to the boundary in
this quarter when it is stated that four local investigations—one by the
Magistrate of the district-——made out the scene of the slaughter to be
within British territory., But when matters became more serious,
the troops having been attacked by large bodies of Kookies,
aided, it was said, by Tipperabs, and Colonel Lister was ordered to
the spot with reinforcements and a professional suryeyor, it was
discovered that Fisher’s boundary line lay far north of the place.
The troops were withdrawn and nothing was said of the attack on
them,

In November 1849, the Magistrate off S%Huf reported a further
¢ series o ookie outrages on the

Beids o0 Lo, Simla River,and within British terri-
tory. Wood-cutters returning from the hills had been attacked, a
village of Halams, a class of Tipperabs living within our border, had
been cut up, and another village plundered. The assailants were said
to be of the tribe of the Khojawul Chief, and as usual subject to
Tipperah. Almost at the same {ime reports were received from Cachar
that Lushai Kookies, subjeets of Lalingboong Rajah, had attacked a
gettled Kookie village ten miles south of Silchar, belonging to one
Seyahpow. Here they killed twenty-nine persons and took forty-two
captives. After this they attacked the villages of Leelong Rajah and
Augum, Kookie settlements in the vicinity of the station, burnt them
and went their way.

The Government resolved on this oceasion to take active measures,
The Rajah of Tipperah was ealled
upon to deliver up the guilty Chiefs
and their followers, and to restore the eaptives, He was informed that,
if he was unable to eomply with this demand, Government wounld march
a force into his territory, as it was impossible to allow such bloody and
wanton outrages to pass unpunished. _

Punitory measures.

The management of the whole business was placed in the hands of
Colonel Lister, Commandant of the Sylhet Infantry and Agent for the

©1,
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Khasi Hills.(1) He was instructed, as regards the Sylhet outrage, not.
to be deterred byany claims the Rajah might make to the sife of the
massacre. I it was de fucto in our possession and vent, paid us for i,
he was to proceed to ascertain the guilty tribes and punish them if
possible. Inquiry showed that the scene of the Sylhet outrage was
far within our territories, and it was alleged in Cachar that the raids,
both in Cachar and Sylbet, were the work of Lushais. Lalingboong,
it was reported, had seut out his two sons, Barmoolal and Lalpor—the
one east, the other west—to plunder and slanghter. /
Meantime the Magistrate of Sylhet had not been idie. Friendly
Kookie scouts were employed to follow up the trail left by the raiders
on that district, and the result of their reports was stated to be that
the attacking party belonged to the Khojawal or Kachak tribe, living
two days’ march sonth-east of Chutterchoora. It was sapposed to be
established by eross-oxamination that this was only another branch of
the Lmshais, who were, it was said, ruled over hy three Rajahs, Laling-
bhoom, Khojawal, and Sookpilal. The scouts offered to conduct an
expedition to the villages of the tribe, and were Torwarded to Colonel
Lister to be mude nse of as oceasion served. The information thus given,
as to the mutnal relations of the tribes, we know fo hive been incorrect 5
and it is only mentioned to show how impossible itis to place full reliance
on any statements made on such subjeets on this frontier. Agaty
On the 13th January 1550, while the expedition was actually
preparing to start from Cachar, a further rid was committed in Sylhet,
in Thannah Latoo, at one of the points in the boundary disputed by the
Rajah of Tipperah. It was at first set down to the same tribe who
committed the Former massacre. But later reports implieated sabjects
of Hill Tipperah., The enquiry was not, however, followed up.
Colonel Lister’s force ‘marched from Silchar on the 4th January,
1850, and on the 14th arrived at.a
village belonging to a chief ealled
Mullah, eonsisting of from 800 to 1,000 houses full of grain, cotton,
and other stoves, This they carried by sucprise. ‘Oun the 16th they

Lister's Expedition, 1850,

burnt the village and retired for reasons shewn in the following

extract from Colonel Lister’s Report, which also sets.forth his recom-
mendations for future action :—

The Lushuis are o very powerful tribe under the Government of six sirdars, of
whont one is the seknowledged chief, They all have their separate canténments with 4

(%) Judicial Proceedings, 5th Decomber 1849, Nos. 108 to 117,
Judieial Proceedings, 2od January 1850, Nos. 84 o 86. *
Judicial Proceedings, 13th Febraary 1850, Nos, 137 to 140,
Judiein] Proceedings, 27th February 1830, Nos. 83 & 44,
Judicial Proceedings, 6th November 1850, Noa. 91 o 93,
Judicial Proceedings, 27th November 1850, Nos. 90 to 93.
Judieial Proceedings, 17th April 1850, Nos, 96 to 98,
Judicial Proceedings, 20th May 1850, Nos, 74 & 75.
Judicial Proceedings, 26th June 1850, Nos, 163 & 164,
Judicial Proceedings, 14th August 1850, Nos. 0 to 03,



THE NORTH-EAST FRONTIER OF BENGAL. 293

pumber of dependent villages attached, In these cantonments the fighting men reside ;
" in the dependent villages are located their ryots, who are merely used as coolies, and
for tilling the soil, They consist, in many instances, of the captives they have

bhrought away in their different expeditions, a greab part of them probably taken as
. miers children and gradually reconciled fo their eapfivity.

The fighting part of the Lushai population are composed, first, of Tushais, who
appear to be a eross bebween the Kookies and Burmese; secondly, of a certain number
of trie Burmese, entortained for the purposes of warfare’; and, thirdly, of refugees and
outlaws from Munipore and our own frontier.

Phe chief who i& now nt the head of these tribes, by name Barmooeelin, is szid fo
have 800 Burmose in his service. His head-guarters, which Iny to the south-wes of
Mullah's village, I could seo plainly with a telescope. It appeared to be a cantonment
1aid oub with the utniost regularity, and containing, T should say, not leks than three
thousand houses. The whole of the sirdars are said to be able to raise from five to seven
thousand fighting men, and from what T saw, and the information 1 have received, I do
not consider this beyond the mork. The Burmese portion of the force are armed  with
mugkets and dows, the remainder with spears and dows.

{ have before remarked that the Lushai are o cross betweon the Kookies and
. Burmese, and this opinion is strengthened by tha beliel universally prevalant, that a parb
of the Burmese army which ocenpted Telyne and its neighbourhood in 1824 never re-
turned to Ava, but settled in the jungles to the south of Cachar. Almost all the other
Kookie tribes are migratory in their habits, changing their residence every two or three
years ; bui, from the substantial wuy in which the Lushai villages are biilt, T am con-
Yinoed that they ure o stationary tribe, and this stapips them as different from the other
Kookies, who one and all entertain a great dread of thewm.

His Honor will probably remark on the facility with which T Tined peasession  of
a large village in the face of this powerful people.  But to explain this I haye only fo
state that with very fow exceptions the whole figliting population of this village were
absent on oue of their maranding excursions, added to which they were taken cowpletely
by surprise, as the path by which I approached the cantonments they halieved to be
known only to themselves ; and as all their look-outs were posted on the main road, they
were in utter ignorance of my movemenis.

On reaching the village, however, and discovering the description of country T had
Tt_ into, the distance from any supports, and the difficulties of the road, I considered
that I should ba compromising the safety of my detachwent by remaining @ longer time
than would suflice to give the men necessary rest,

The nature of the eouniry is such, that a few stockades thrown up at cerfain
points would sgerve to ent off all communication, and these, expert as the Kookies
ure with the use of the dow, would have been the work of a very fow hours,
I heard from my spies that Barmooeelin's villige was full of men, and they
conld have intercepted me at any point along the road, Indeed, although I was
only one might in Mullah's village, yet in that iuterval = they had commenced
. stockading the direct road, with a yview to oulting we  off, though, probably nob
soticipating my so speedy return, the works were nob complete, and no attemph
was made to defend them, = No doubt  shott delay on my part would have enabled them
fo’ raise the whole country to intercept my line of march, yenas it is, I have some
reason for thinking that they expected me to return by the poth I had taken in going,
and bad X chosen that route, I should probably have met with some opposition. It is
not their muskets or other offensive wéapons that are to be drended, but their exporines
in the use of the dew, and the facilities which their jungles ufford, both in materials
and position, for throwing obstacles in the way of s advance or retreat.

There cax be no doubt that Mullah was the ochief whose people committed the
outraga on the Roops Cherra in November last, and €o confirm this, an abkares
E’gmmh was found in his house, bemring tha name of a man belonging to' the

ipoorah village, which was plundered on that occasion, and dated 1849. TLalpoo,
. 4he chief who conducted the expedition into Cachar, had died a few duys before 1 reached
the Lushai country. ;
. One gratifying cirenmstance sttending the expedition I have now to record, which
is, that during the confusion caused by the destructivn of his canfonment, 420 captives
made their escape from the villages dependent on Mullah, and snoceeded in finding
their way info Cachar, This, and the losa consequent on the destruction of all his
property, will probably eripple him for some time, bub he is only one of the petly

L
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chiefs, .and’f cunnot but feel aseured that my expadition will have had little real effect
on the tribe st lnrge, further than shewing tham that it is possible for us %o penetrate
their jungles.

T am of opinion that to put down these peoplo effectually wonld employ a well
uppointed: force of nof less than three fthousand raen,  Frorg 500 t6 1,000 of these
would be required for keeping open the road from Cachar and protecting the wvarious
depois (since there are severul bys.paths Jending on to the main road easily passable
for the Kookies), and the remainder for carrying on operations in the country. A
portion of this lorce ought 'to consist of Burgpesus, as a grant deal of stockade work
might be expected from the great abundauce of materials, and the esse and rapidity
with which these people ran up stoekades, to which may be added the well known
character of the Burnese for this kind of warfare,

From the nature of the country (all the ranges of hills running north and south),
I feel convinced that an attack from any other guarter, except Cachar, would be attended
with the greatest dificulty, and, indeed, is in iny opinion impractieabls. Towards the
Chittagong side the ranges rise higher and higger, and both from that direction and
from Sylhet or Comilluh numerous ranges of hills, us well as diffioult swamps and
unfordable rivers. would have fo he crossed ; whereas from Cachara chain of hills rans
down unbroken into the enemy’s conntry, and along, this a good practicable road might
he vonstructed by a conple of companies of Pioneers sided by bildars and Kookies to
cuf the jungle, The road might be commencad on the &t i'{ovemh'er‘ and it could be -
completed in a mouth.  Depots for provisions would have fo be formed along . the roud
All supplies must come from Cachar, and very extensive Commissariat arrangements
would of course be nevessary, !

Tt will be for his Honor fo decide wheilier such considerable operntions should
beentered upon. I can ouly state my views that, unless something decisive is done,
fhe whole of Cachar south of the Barak, and probably a great extent of counfiry wléh
of Byihet, will become & dasert, Tho Lushais bave heen getbing holder, and extendi hﬁ
their ravages furtber every year, and I feél conyinced that they arg the authors of
the magsacres committed on the froufier from year to year,

Byen allowing thet smull detaschments could penetrate into their country from
time to time, and destroy one or two of their villages, this would beat very considerable
risk, and would only have the effect of inciting them to fresh outrages from a spirit of
revenge.  Unless their independence ns a powerful tribe is quite broken, the fronfier
will never be free from thepr atfacks, 2

That they asknowledgze no allogiance to the Tipperah Rajah is certain; but whether

!'ns is reported, he or his ministers have uny wmeans of communijeating with them, I cannok

gay, Certainly he must be powerless to prevent their ravages, Should bhe, however,
have any means at his disposal, I think that he as well as the Rajah of Munipore should
beinyited to co-opersteé in whatever measures wmay be taken for effectual putting down
of these miscreants, :

As a temporary mensure, Iventure fo suggest the arming with muskets of a faw
hundred Kookies (conld they be got to serve) under a young, noctive, and enterprizing
EBuropean officor. These I would have taught ¢o fire with accurucy ; nothing more:
and 1 wounld post them in stockades along the frontier; at the most irequented passes
into Sylhet and Cachar. Many of the Kookies who seccompanied me expressed their
willingness fo take service, sud said that armed with muskets they would have no
dread of the Luslais,

I would further suggest thut all condemned muskets belonging to the Sylhet
Light Infantry should be handed over to the Superintendent of Cschar for distribution
among the frontier villages, and I would recommend that that officer be anthorized to
indent for ammunition, to he served out at his discretion. bl

The Government(!) upon this, while admitting the force of
Colonel Lister’s suggestions, depres
cated any extended military measares
unless further outrage rendered this necessary. It suggested amn

Orders of Government on Tister’s Report.

(*) Judicial Proceedings, 1850, 13th November, No. 105,
Judicial Proceadings, 1850, 20th November, Nos. 54-5.
Judicial Proceedings, 1850, 27th November, Nos. 103-4,
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attempt to open up negociations with Barmooeelin, who must, it was
thought, be impressed with the fact that his country was no longer
inaceessible, and would, it was hoped, be ready to enter into friendly
relations, The affairs of the Cachar and Sylhet frontier were placed
nuder Colonel Taster, and his plan of raising a Kookie Jlevy was
favourably received. The opening of a road from Silehar was also con-
sidered advisable. At the very outset, however, the Superintendent
~of Cachar recorded his opinion that the Lushais would only be em-
boldened by the partial result of the expedition. He tried to get Kookies
of other tribes to settle in the south of the district, promising to arm and
support them to be a shield to the cultivated part of the country from the
Lushais. The Western Kookies, however, were far too eareful of them-
selves to consent to this. The captives released from the Lushais were
all of them Tadoe Kookies, and their stories did not give confidence to
their clansmen settled under onr protection. They had, it appeared,
been forced by Lalingboony, now dead, fo settle among the Lushais,

(= 8]

and never had an opportunity of breaking their involuntary connection

till Colonel Lister came. The jungles south of Cachar had formerly

been joomed by Tadoes, most of whom had been driven into our
territory by dread of the Lushais, and others earried south and com-
pelled to cultivate for that fribe. After Colonel Lister left Maullah,
the Lushais butehered twenty of the chief men among the Tadoes
then living with them, in revenge for the loss caused by the exodus
of the captives already described. Some, however, escaped, and
‘among them a chiel named Manji-how. Meantime steps were being
taken for raising a levy of 200 men, but it was determined that only
half that number should be Kookies, the rest being Cacharies and
other more trustworthy races. '

In October 1850 the Lushais(?) made overtures of peace, and a muntii
or agent of Sookpilal’s and messengenrs from four otherchiefs, Barmooeelin,
Boottai, Langroo, and Lalpoo, carne into Silechar.  After some talk with
the Superintendent they agreed to fetch their chiefs, They said they

PNt wished to become ourryots and pa

: SIR o A etady tribute to get roteet.ign from l;h);
Pois, a tribe to the south, whose advance they dremged, to whom they
paid tribute, and through whom they got arms, and who were supposed
to live in the province shown in old maps as Yo' Pye, cast of Arracan,
Colonel Lister, in anticipation of the arrival of the chiefs, proposed
to ask for hostages, young Chiefs who might be sent to school ; to lay
down a boundary which the Tmshais should respect; to bind them
over to give up offenders, but to rejeet all overtures to become our
subjects. The Government did not approve of anything of the nature
of a treaty or of asking for hostages. The Lushais were to be told

{* ) Judieial Proceedings, 1851, 2od Jannary, No. 08,
Judieinl Proceedings, 1851, 15th Janunry, Nos, 121.2,
Judicial Proceedings, 1851, 5th Februsry, Nos, 86-7.
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they would be unmolested, but they must respeet our border, and wonld
be invited to friendly relations with us. In Bccemb'er the Superintend-
ent reported the arrival of Sookpilal with a few followers, The other
Chiefs had not come in, They admitted the enmity subsisting between
them and our Kookies, but said they wished to be friends with us. The
following aceount was given by Colonel Lister of Sookpilal’s statements
and of the negociations with him :

I He siates that the Lushye territory oxtends seven days' march to the south of his
village, and that there are inall ten rajas, of whom he s the acknowledged chief, If
this bo truo, the chieftainship must be an hereditary dignity, and uob depending simply
on the power of the individual exercising it, as he ::.cknowleciges that both Boottai (the
chief of the most southern village) and Barmooeelin van bring more fighting men into
the field than himself,

All the rivers runuing into the Barak from the south take their rise far in the
Lushai conutry, and nre, with exceptions, navigable for small boats to a considerable
distance, 'The Dullasures, for instance, to within one march of Sookpilal's  village,
Strange to say, they know nothing of any rivers rurming towards the south,

' Mheir fighting population is ulmost entirely composed of men whom they call
Phillings, belonging to the country to the south end of their position, distant abont sever
Aduys’ march from their most southern village, and extending, as they report, to the frontier
of Burmah, The people of this country, wlich they call Poes, are deseribed as a powerfol
tribe, to whom théy pay o yearly tributesnd acknowledge a sort of allegiance, Two of
these Chillings accompauied the raja ; they were stout, well-made wmen, strongly resem-
bling the Burmese and very unlike thé Kookies. They wore armoed with good service-
able flint muskets, apparently of American manufwcture, with the nome of G. Alton om
the locks, The Bengnllee interproter, Gobind Ram, states that there was one of these
muskets in eacl house in the raja’s village, They procure them from the Poee people

L}
giving them in exchange slaves, at the rate (as the Lushais themselves stated) of two
muskets for a slave 44 feet high, -All their dealinge in trade appear to be camried on
with this people, with whom, however, they are notalways on {riendly terms,

Paragraph 7 of your letter No. 244 of the 21st of February lash was fully explsined
to the raja, and he promised on the part of himself and the other rajas that o overd
uets of any description against the Company’s subjects should for the future be attempt-
ed; bub said that previous to our attack of last year they were in ignorance that any
Kookies were under the protection of our Government. The rajs, in token of submission,
presented an elephant’s tusk, in return for which some coarse woollen cloths were given
him, He states that the other rajae were afraid fo come in, being apprebensive of
meeting the fato of Lal Chokla, who, having given himself up iu 1844, was subsaquently
transported.

Mhe rajs promises that on his return fo his village he will canse search to ba made
for any of our subjécts who may still be iu captivity in his country, and that if suy such
are found, they shall he sent back into the British territory. }

The raja took his departnre on the morning of the 18th, apparently well satisfied
with the reception he had met with, and earnest in his provaises of fubure good behaviour,
in which he is, no doubt for the present at least, sincers. !

In 1855 the question of disbanding the Kookie levy was raised,
hut the local anthorities strongly urged its retention, as it was of real
service in checking and procuring information in regard to both the
Lushais and Nagas. A

In 1855 Scokpilal sent in to claim assistance from the Superin-
Sl ) ) tendent against some neighbouring
Kookie embassies between 1855 and 1861. SO L S Eaokad him.-(‘)
He grounded his elaim on his being a tributary to Government by having

i () Judicial Proceedings, 12th April 1855, Noa, 95 to 101,
Judicial Proceedings, 5th July 1856, Nos. 244 1o 247,
Judicial Proceedings, February 1861, Nos, 189 to 220.
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sent elephant’s teeth as presents to Cachar. Flis muntri or representative
urged indeed that Sookpilal had twice visited the Superintendent and had
on two other occasions sent embaesies with presents, He was told
Government conld not interfere in the internal quarrels of tribes living
“beyond British territory.” The Chief of Mullah also about this
time sent in a deputation, and, at the request of the Superintendent, and
to prove his sincerity, released the son of a Tadoé Kookie Chief he bad
taken prisoner in 1849. He begged the Superintendent to procure the
release of an uncle of Barmooeelin who was a prisoner in Manipur,
The Tushais had, it appeared, been making constant inroads on the
Manipuri Nagas, and negociations were on foot for an exchange of
prisoners.  These the local officers expressed themselves willing to
advance. Again in 1861 Vonpilal, Chief of Mullah, sent an embassy
to Cachar asking belp against Lalpitary, a Chief to the West, and
against the Pois who were pressing on him from the South, Assistance
was of conrse declined.

Sylbet and Cachar seem to have been tolerably free from disturbanée

Baids of 1862 up to the beginning of 1862. In
} January of that vear a series of
three outrages by Kookies was reported from Sylhet.(*) The first
reports received were by mno means very precise, and as usual some
smd the Tipperah Rajab’s people were concerned, while the Rajah
alleged that they were his villages that had suffered. The facts, as
ascertained by carcful local enquiry, appeared to be these. Three
villages (1) Ramdulal’s Bari, (2) Rammohun’s Bari, and (3)
Chundraipara in the jurisdiction of Thannah Rajongger, Sylhet, were,
on the 22ad January, plundered and burnt, and a large number of
the inhabitants massacred or carried off. These villages lie close
together, about eight miles from Adumpore: and this has come to
be known as the Adumpore massacre. About the same time a village
called Lungaibares had been destroyed, and an attack wade on a
party of men about half a mile east of Kolingat. The Chundraipara
group was shown to be in British territory, the other two localities
in Hill Tipperah. A suspicious circumstance in connection with the
affaie was, that the people of Chandraipara were emigrants from Hill
Tipperah who had settled on the estate of a zemindar with whom
the Tipperah Rajah had a standing feud. On the other hand, the
Rajah’s own villages had suffered, but he bad made no enquiry in the
case, The evidence taken on the spot went to show that the Kookies
who committed the raids were dependents of Murchoilo (or Murchoi
Looee), a son of that Lal Chokla whom we made prisoner in 1844,
(It was stated that Murchoilo was an actual subject of the Rajah
‘of Tipperah and on good terms with him. Government ordered (in
November 1862) a strong post of armed Police to be established

(1) Judicial Proceedings, April 1862, Nos. 432 to 485,
Judicial Proceedings, June 1862, Nos, 6 to 7.
Judicial Proceedings, November 1862, Nos. 202 to 208,
Judicial Proceedings, Junvary 1868, Nos 172 & 173.
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somewhere on the Sylhet Frontier,® and at the same time warned the
| Tipperah Rajah that these outrages on villages sitvated in the
“meighbourhood of his territory could not be auy longer tolerated ; that
| Government looked to him at once to organise such a Police in those
places as would prevent the occurrence in future of similar aggressions,
tand that, in the event of his not reporting without delay the comple-
tion of satisfactory arrangements for that purpose, he would be himself
held personally responsible for the acts of the people of his estates,
| who appeared fo take advantage of the cousideration with which he
‘was treated by Government to commit outrages such as those com-
plained of.
The Commissioner of Dacca wasg, however, strongly of opinion

that the real raiders were Lushais, not subject to the Rajah at all, and
for some time nothing more was done.

In April 1863 four women who had been carried away from Chun-
draipara made their escape to Cachar and were forwarded to Sylhet.
From their statements(?) it appeared that the raid had been led by four
Chiefs, (1) Mischoey Lall (== Murchoilo), (%) Lookpilall | (=
Sookpilal), (3) Rungbhoom, and (4) Lal Hoolien, The first was, as before
shown, the son of Lal Chokla, and undenbtedly to some extent under
the Tippersh Rajah; the second was said to live on the banks of the
Dullessury among the Seedashun Hills, some days’ journey south of
Cachar, and to be virtually independent ; the other two were related
in some way to Murchoilo.

i A new Rajah had at this time been installed in Tipperah, and he
'was called upon to give all the information and assistance he could
‘with a view to recovering the captives, of whom there were said to be
many in the villages of the abovenamed Chiefs.(*) The Sylhet Autho-
vities urged the sending of an expedition aganst them in the cold
weather of 1863, but Government did not at once consent to this for
the following reasons: It was incidentally mentioned, in a survey
report of Cachar, that Sookpilal had ever since 1549 maintained
friendly communications with the Cachar Authotities, sending io fre-
quent deputations with presents, &e. 'This being the ecase, the
Lieutenant-Governor, before attempting force, directed the Deputy
Commissioner of Cachar to endeavour to induce Sookpilal to ' give up
the captives in his possession, and to undertake the protection of the
Frontier by restraining his own people from committing raids, and by
refusing countenance and encouragement to other chiefs in any like
attempt. An annual money payment for this servico was to be offered
to bim and the other Chiefs on the Sonai and Tipai, and retura annual

# Fifty men of the Kamroop Regimont were actually sent to Adumpore.

(*) Judicial Proceedings, April 1863, Nos, 874 to 870.

(*) Jndicial Proceedings, November 1864, Nos. 4 1o 8.
Judicial Proceedings, Decomber 1864, Nos. 93 & 99.
Judicial Procoedings, November 1864, Nos, 167 to 169.
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sesents were to be taken from them as acknowledgment of allegiance.
1t was feared thata hostile expedition might bring down the Kookies
on the tea gardens which were now spreading fast into the Hills.

. Captain Stewart, the Deputy Clommissioner, upon this opened
sommunication with Sookpilal tak-
ing advantage of the scarcity then

revailing in the Hills to conciliate him by a present of rice. In

October 1864 Sookpilal sent a Muntri and his half brother to meet
Captain Stewart. ~ After some fencing the Muntri admitted the facts
of the Adumpore massacre, but said some of the captives had been
sold to the Pois in the south. ~ Captain Stewart said, if Sookpilal
would . come and meet him and briug the captives, and swear friendship,
he should receive Rs 50 a month, subject only to an annual nuzzur
to Government. The Muntri promised that Sookpilal would gond his
heir, Lalongoor, to Cachar, as _he was too ill to move himself, and
agreed to all the other conditions. He did not recognise the other
Rajah concerned in the raid as Murchoilo but called him Gnoer shai-lon
(clearly the same name). Gnoor-shai-lon had married Sockpilal’s sister,
and on the occasion of the marriage the Adumpore raid was made.
. «They did not know the village belonged to the Sirkar, and wanted
to make up the price of the bride.”” Sockpilal and Gnoor-shai-lon had
gince quarrelled, '
At this time the Rajah of Tipperah, whose succession was threats
" ened in the Courts, in order to create a favourable impression, volup-
toared to try and arrest Gnoor-shai-lon, and also said he would make
an effort to seize Sockpilal who was, however, not so easily to be got |
at.(?) These offers were rejected, as the negociations with Sookpilal |
promised fairly, and any attack upon Gnoor-shai-lon apart from him
would excite his suspicions.
Soon after his eommunications with Soolépilal, Captain Stewart
e Wl | received a deputation from Vonpi-
Hegoriations with Yosspill, lal, Chief S i
similar arrangements with him.(?) Voupilal’s messengers expressed
great dread of the advance of tea gardens up the Sonai, which Captain
Stewart endeavoured to allay by showing how advantageous to the Hill
Tribes the vicinity of a garden would prove. On this being reported
to Government, Captain Stewart was asked to explain how the country
of the Tmshais could be considered open to British enterprise in the
way indicated. "He replied—" The TLushais have always been looked
upon as an independent ople, but it is nob certain that they oecupy)
independent territory. The southern boundary of Cachar is indefinite,
and may be pushed as far as it is thought proper. The natural
boundary is the water-pent of the hills between this and the sea, and
this the Chutta Choora, & peak which is sometimes talked of as the;

Negociations with Sookpilal, 1864.

() Judicial Proceedings, Pecember 1864, Nos. 98 & 99, °

(*) Judicial Procesdings, March 1865, Nos, 70 to 81,
Judicial Proceedings, September 1665, Nos, 4 to 6,



boundary, is supposed to be. If this be the ease, all the Lushais, that
we have any communication with, are within the district, as they all
drink from waters that flow into the Barak.” This theory amounted
practically to claiming as district territory the whole of the Lushai
country up to the Chittagong water-pent, and has never received
any recognition from Government.

In December 1865, the Deputy Commissioner reported(*) that Sook-
Propased Expodition, 1865-66, pilal had not sent in the captives, and

had, in reply to messengers sent by
Captain Stewart, alleged as his reason, that three of his tribe had been
murdered a year before by a Kookie Settlement in Cachar. It was
doubtful whether this was a faet or & mere subterfuge on the part of
Sookpilal. It was determined to send an expedition to compel him to
give up the captives, and Police were. got together in Cachar for that
purpose, but hefore they set out the rains began and operations were
postponed. ~While they were waiting orders a deputation from Vag-
noilen, a Lushai Chief to the south of Manipur, came in and had a
friendly interview.

Daring the rains of 1866, Captain Stewart was occupied in finding
ont a5 much as was known about Sookpilal’s position and its accessibility.
It was supposed that no communication eould be opened with kim from
Chittagong, and that the smallest force that it was advisable to send
from Cachar would be 400 fichting men. In view of these facts, the
idea of an expedition was given up and negociations re-commenced.

Before, however, any messengers had left Cachar an embassy
arrived from Sookpilal himself bringing the annual presents originally
settled, but no captives.(*) Captain Stewart insisted on these being
brought in, and sent a messenger back with the Lushai party. After
much trouble four boys were given up, and it was said that Gooor-shai-
lon had prevented Sockpilal from sending the others. He and Sookpilal
were now friends, and Gnoor-shai-lon kept his brother-in-law supplied
with muskets through Hill Tipperab. Many of the captives, it was
also stated, were married to Lushais, and unwilling to leave them.
The identity of Gnoor-shai-lon and Mischoey Looge appears now fo
have been lost sight of, for the Rajah of Tipperah was applied to for
information in regard to him, and his denial of all knowledge of him
was tacitly accepted. L

Here matters rested in 1867, and it was hoped that Sookpilal
would at any rate remain friendly for the future. :

THE NORTH-BAST FRONTIER OF BENGAL.

(") Judicisl Proceedings, January 1866, Nos, 34 fo 36.
Tudicial Proceedings, March 1866, Nos. 25 to 29,
Judicial Proceedings, Apri! 1866, Nos. 103 to 106,
Judicial Proceedings, June 1866, Nos. 70 to 83,
Judioial Proceedings, November 1866, Nos, 125 & 126,
Judicial Proceedings, January 1867, Nos. 70 to 83,
Jndicial Proceedings, March 1867, Nos, 17 & 18.

(*) Judicial Proceodings, April 1867, Nos. 130 to 134,
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In November 1868, the Governor General’s Agent at Mani au;
o i reported  that the Lushais
i attacked certain Naga villages be-

louging to that State. This did not appear intimately to affect us, bat

G

it was really the first symptom of a general outbreak all along the fron-
tier. Towards the close of December the Magistrate of lej(het reporbed |

that a village mear Adumpore had been attacked by Kookies, and the

Commissioner thought this movement might be connected with that
on the side of Manipur. A few days later further reports came to
hand, from which it appeared that Sookpilal had attacked villages
in the Hill Tipperah State, and that a Chief called Rungbhoom fleeing
from Sookpﬂnf ad taken refuge in Sylhet. Almost simultaneously it
appeared that a large party of Manipuris snder Kanhai Sing, a refugee
prince of Manipur, had assembled near the cast froutier of Cachar to
make a raid into Manipur, while the Lushais weve threatening the
tea gardens in the south, Kanhai Sing was  reported fo haye
considerable influence over the Kookies on the Tipperah side, as
was indeed mot unlikely, for many villages near Adumpore were
colonised by Manipuris, and in them Kanhai Sing had raised the
force with which he made a former raid in 1565, On the 15th January
the Tiushais burnt the tea garden of Loharbund in Cachar, and next
attacked Monierkhall. After which they were said to be’in full march
for Manipur, Kanbai Sing was seen with them, and the local
officers were strongly of opiuion that the attacks upon Sylhet and
Cachar were intended to draw off our attention, while a vigorous attempt
was made to enter Manipur, Sookpilal and Vonpilal were supposed
to be the Chiefs implicated in the Cachar raids.

The Deputy Commissioner of Cachar lost no time in taking mea-

31 . sures for the protection of other

e TR outlying garderg.* An expedition

was organized for the purpose of following up the maranders to their
villages. Instructions were given to inflict all possible punishment upon
them in the event of their refusal to submit and surrender all captives
and refugees, The policy enjoined by Government was that none
but the actual offenders should be attacked ; that the operations should
be completely finished before the early rains; and that on no aceount
should “anything be done which would inyolve operations again in
the next year. It was decided by the Commissioner, My, Simson,
i concert with Brigadier-General

e

Repsdiiign.of 1805, Nuthall, that two eolumns of troops,”

consisting of the 44th and 7th Native Infantry, and a portion of the
Burasian battery of Artillery, should advance—one along the course of
the Dullessury to Sookpilal’s villages, and the other along the Sonai to

# The Proceeding volumes of 1hé Bengsl Goverument in the Judicipl Deparfrnent
trom January 1869 up to June 1873, and inthe Politival Depariment from July 1873 up
to the separation of Assam, teem monthly with correspondence regarding the  Kookies™
- and " Lushais”. As the narrative in the textisa verﬁoom_len d one, taken from Lhoss

repared by myself and others for the Adwinistration Reports, detailed referomces o tho
{"rowetﬁngs are only given for the more important letters,
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Vonpilals villages, while a detachment of the 7th Native Infantry and
police should make a feint by marching from Sylhet towards Rung-
bhoom’s friendly villages, and endeavour to effect a junction with the
Dullessury column. It was also arranged that a body of the Manipur
Rajab’s forces should act in co-operation, and that the Tipperah Rajah
{ should offord aid to the party from Sylhet. Tidings, however, received on
the 10th February that another raid had been committed by Lushais
on the Manipur territory at Kala Naga, prevented the despatch of the
Manipur Contingent. :

The central column, commanded by General Nuthall, advanced
along the Dullessury as far as Pukwa
Mookh and the Boolungang River,
when it was detained by heavy and incessant rain for seven days,
which réndered the roate impracticable, and compelled its return
on the Tth March, The Sylhet Detachment nnder Mrpr. Baker,
accompanied by the Magistrate, Mr. Kemble, reached with some
diffienity the River Gootur on the 16th March within sight of the
villages of Sookpilal and his sister Bamwitangiri, situated on opposite.
heights, An advance was made towards them, and was opposed by
the Lushats, who were, however, easily heaten off ; but in consequence
of waunt of sapplies, and finding no signs of General Nuthall’s column,
the party was forced to retire. '

The east column, under Major Stephenson, accompanied by the .
Commissioner and Deputy Commis=
sioner, also experienced heavy rain,
but surmounting all obstacles reached Bazar Ghit, on the Sonai River,
on the 12th March. Here they were met by messengers with pre-
conts from the Lushai villages of Vonpilal and his mother Trnpanoo,
The death of Vonpilal a few days before was announced, and assur-
ances were given that his tribe had not been engaged in auy of the
Iate raids. 'The attacks on the Sylhet border were ascribed to Sookpilal,
and those at Nowarbund and Monierkhal to the people of another Chief;
called the Deota Rajah. It was decided, therefore, that no hostile men-
sures could be taken againgt Vonpilal's villages, and, that it was too late
in the season to advance against the more distant tribes ; but, in order to
make a more offectual demonstration, it was resolved that the Deputy
Commissioner, with part of the force, and the battery ynder Lieutenant
Brough, should go on to the villages, a day’s march distant, and there
conclude megociations, The nearest village of Moizul was reached in
spite of certain angry manifestations, and the chief muntries having
vosented themselves and tendered their submission on behalf  of
mapnoo and the infant son of Vonpilal, promising to use all endeavours
to procure the restoration of the captives and refugees, the whole party
reburned. -
The expedition haviog failed in its principal objects, the punish.
Proposals for second expedition negatived, ﬁl?::.ggsf; :fb L'] grégfgg f:‘rénteli E:szgz
of the captives taken, il was suggested by the Tieutenant-Goyernor

Failure of central and western golumns,

Proceedings of the eastern colamun,
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to the Government of India that a fresh expeditionshould be care-
fully organized and sent into the Lushai country early in the cold
weather of 1869-70. 8ir W. Grey was of opinion() that the Lushais

* wonld never appreciate our friendship until they had been made to feel
our power. He did not wish to raid upon their villages, bub to send
into their conntry a force strong enough to overcome all opposition,
which shonld remain there long enough to show that it could go where
it pleasetl, and until the Chiefs were bronght to see that their interests
Jay in keeping the peace.  While the country was thus oceupied tempo-
rarily in force, the question of permanently loeating an officer to have
chargo of the tract as in the Naga and' Garo Hills should, he urged, be
taken up and consideved. This was, in Sir W. Grey’s opinion, the only
course likely to prove permanently successful.

The Government of India, however,(?) objected to any renewal of
active military operations against the Lushais. The jungly and wild
nature of the country; the unfavourable clunate, which vénders active
operations impossible, except for a short period of the year ; the difficulty
of inflicting a retribution sufficient to produce a lasting effect on savages
possessed of little or no property ; and the time that had elapsed since
theit outrazes, were considered in themsclyves reasons why a military
expedition should not be resorted to. = The Government of India, mores
over, declared itself averse on principle to move bodies of troops and
armed police in order to effect veprisals for outrages on any purt of our
extended frontier, or to admit that when such aggressions or outiages
take place, it is imperative to chastise the offenders by following
them up for days, and even weeks, within their own fastnesses and hills.
The plan which the Government of India wished to see carried into
effect towards wild tribes like the Lushais was that which the Lieute-
nant-Governor touched upon at the close of his proposals, viz., to place a
carefully selected and well qualified officer in charge of any difficult tract

" of country which the ordinary anthorities were unable to saperintend,

 who should have the entire control of our relations with the fribes
in subordination to the Commissioner. This officer should have means

© at his disposal to resist sudden attacks, and should encourage the wil-
lagers to resist agovessions. He should confer with and take cngage-
ments from the Chiefs of wild tribes, demand a nominal tribute, require
them to refer quarrels to him, and so place our intercourse with them on
an improved footing. Meantime our froutier posts should be strengih-
ened and patrols established. Tn a demi-official correspondence which
passed between the Vicevoy, Lord Mayo, and Sir W. Grey in October
1869, and which was afterwards brought on official record, Lord Mayo
expressed the strongest objection to any more military expeditions
against the Lushais ; and suggested settling down protected communi-
ties of that tribe outside our Cachar border, arming them and utilising
them to repel imcursions from beyond. Lord Mayo also advoecated
placing a Political Agent in Hill Tipperah.

(2 ) Judicial Proceedings, August 1869, Nos, 222-23.
() Judicial Proceedings, Noverber 1860, Nos. 289.508,
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While the details of the measures necessary for giving effect to this
licy were under consideration, messengers from some of the leading
E}ushai Chiefs arrived in Cachar to confer with Mr, Edgar, the Deputy =
Commissioner of that distriet, with the objeet of bringing about a
better understanding. Mr. Edgar proposed to return to the Lunshai
country with these messengers, and endeayour with their help to procure
a personal interview with some of the principal Chiefs. This proposal
was approved, and it was arranged that Mr. Edgar should be attended
by a small guard for strictly defensive purposes, aud accompanied by
Major Maedonald, Officiating Superintendent of Revenue Surveys, Lower
Circle, for the special duty of defining the southern boundary of the
Cachar District, and obtaining some topographical knowledge of the
country beyond.
Mr. Edgar started on this expedition on zge 20th December 1869E
d and returned after an absence o
sl E neatly three months, The most
southern point reached by him was Bepari Bazar, a place not far from
the village of Sookpilal. At this place he was met by Sookpilal,
accompanied by his son. = The instructions to Mr. Edgar strictly enjoined
him to do nothing likely to entail risk of a eollision with any of the
tribes. No demand, therefore, was made for reparation or satisfaction
for past offences, but Sookpilal was induced to listen to reasonable
proposals in respect, of our future relations, and he seemed satisfied
with. the interview and really anxious to cultivate a better understand-
ing. Interviews were in like manuer held by Mr. Edgar with several
other Chiefs, :
A great deal of wuseful information was acquired regarding the
Chiefs and the country generally. Parts of the couatry, which were.
hitherto sapposed to be almost impassable, were found fo contain’
wide, well-beaten tracks, for the most part traversable on horseback, and
extending almost to what was then 1s shown in the maps as the boundary
of the Chittagong Hill Tracts. Mr. Edgar’s account of his tour and
¢ Notes on the Tribes’ will he found in the Appendix.

In concurrence with Mr. Edgar’s recommendations, the followin
measures were sanctioned for the improvement of our relations wit
the Lushais. (1) '

Mr. Rdgar being of opinion that the proposed location of a
Polies proisised by him British officer among the Lushais

3 PO would be most distasteful to the

tribes, excite their jealousy, and destroy their confidence in our good
intentions, the project was superseded by a proposal that the Deputy
Commissioner of Cachar, or one of his subordinates, should annually
visit the Lushai country, see as many of the Chiefs separately as

(*) Judicial Proceedings, March 1870, Nos, 83 & 84.
Judicial Proceedings, April 1870, Nos. 83, 66 to 68.
Judicial Proceedings, May 1870, Nos. 216 o 210, 246 & 247, 279 to 282,
Judicial Proceedings, July 1870, Nos, 117 & 118,
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possible, hear grievances, use his influence for the adjustment of
quarrels, and give small presents to the Chiefs, specially rewarding
any Chief who has behaved particularly well. To give effect to this
policy it was decided that Mr. Edgar himeelf should re-visit the Lushais
during the cold weather of 1870-71. One of the principal objects of |
his visit was to setile with Sookpilal; or some of his people, a boundary
from the borders of Manipur to Hill Tipperah, where ordinary |
British eivil jurisdiction should cease; the tribes making themselves |
responsible for the peace of the country beyond it.

Other measures which were approved were 1~

1. The grant of sunnuds to the Chiefs, specifying the conditions
on which they would be left in the undisturbed possession of their lands.

9. The levy of tolls by the Chiefs on people going up to trade
with the Lushais. Eventually it was hoped that the tribes would be
induced to frequent periodieal fairs within the British boundary.

8. The settlement, if possible, of villages along the frontier between
our outposts and the present sites of the Lushai villages.

4, The appointment of a Political Agent in Hill Tipperak. One
of the reasons for this measure was the general belief that disturb-
ances on ouar own frontier bad frequently arisen from attempts on
the part of the hill Ohiefs to retaliate for wrongs done to them by the
people subordinate to Hill Tipperah,

5. The opening out of two paths, one from Monierkhal to
Bongkong, and the other from the Dwarbund road as far as the Rengto
range. It was believed that if the tribes were properly managed there
would be no difficulty before long in opening a safe bridle-path from
Cachar to Chittagong.

The Government of India in its orders upon Mr. Edgur’s proposals
now disapproved altogether on general grounds of the loeation of an
officer among the Lushais; and suggested that a policy of a defined
boundary between the tribes and vur territory, not to be erossed by our
officers suve for occasional friendly visits, should be tried on the Chitta~
gong side as well as on that of Cachar,

Before any of the arrangements suggested by Mr, Edgar could be

LS carvied  out, :md‘ while he was

A ek ol actually at Sookpilal’s village dis-

cussing matters with him in Januaty 1871, a series of raids were com-

mitted by the Lushais, in concert with the Howlongs and Syloos,

Kookie tribes well known to us on the Chittagong frontier, on a

more extensively organized scale, and of a far more determined character,
than any previous inecursions of the kind.

On the morning of the 28rd January, the Cacharee punjee of

Tk Cotiiar. Ainerkhal in the Hylakandy Sub-

! division of Cachar was burnt, and

about 25 persons were killed and 37 taken prisoners. On the same day

the Alexandrapore tea-garden was destroyed ; Mr. Winchester, a planter
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living there, being killed, and his child, a little girl, ‘captured. A few
hours later, Cutlicherra, the adjoining  garden, was attacked. Messrs, -
Bagshawe and Cooke, who were in chatge of the garden, opposed the
raiders most pallantly and drove them away. Another party commenced
to attack the lines, but was dispersed by Mr. Cooke with theaid of sonie
coolies ; they had, however, killed five and wounded others. Mr. Cooke
then, with two Cabul fruit-sellers who happened to be there, and some
others, went over to Alexandrapore, recovered Mr. Winchester's body,
and brought back some wounded coolies. ]

On the 24th a seccond attack was made on Cutlicherra by some
30 Lushais, 15 of whom were armed with guns. Messrs. Bagshawe
and Cooke, assisted by some policemen who had arrived the previous
night, and sowe armed servants, fired at and disabled two of the
raiders, on which the whole body rapidly retreated.

On the 27th January, a body of lLushais haying surprised some
sepoys and police of the Monierkhal gavden, shot  one sepoy and
wounded another with a ddo. The head constable in command of the
stockade fired upon them and was wounded, They theu commenced
an attack on the stockade, while a party plundered the coolie lines.
The fight lasted all day. Next day the District Superintendent of
Police, Mr. Daly, arrived with some sepoys and police.  Two sorties from
the stockade were unsuccessful; but the Lushais left on the night of
the 28th, and their loss was afterwaeds reported to he 67. Mr. Eglinton,
a planter, displayed great gallantry on this oceasion, for which he
received the thanks of Government, and ultimately the reward of &
grant of land.

“While the attack was being made on. Monierkhal, a party of Lushais
went on to the adjoining garden of Darmiakhall, which they plundered
but did not burn. All the coolies escaped.

An attack on another garden, Nugdigram, was also made on the
97th, when aboat 11 persons were killed and 3 carried off.  Here, on the
following morning, the rear guard of the party of troops and police that
had been sent to the relief of Monierkhal was attacked by the raiders.
The guard comsisted of 8 sepoys, and a constable in charge of coolies
carrymng provisions. The sepoys made a stand and gave time for the
constable and coolies to escape. Eye-witnesses reported that their conduct
was most admirable. Eventually they were overpowered, and six of thewm

were killed and one wounded. -

On the same day some wood-cutters, on the bank of the Rakni,
were surprised by 10 or 12 Lushais. They swam across the river and
gained the opposite bank, ome of their number being wounded by a
spear. :

There was then an intermission of raids on this side of the
‘district for more than three weeks, but on the morning of the 25rd
February an attack was made on the coolie lines at Julnacherra by a
party of Lushais, said to be about 120 in number, who crossed the
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river from the west. A patrol of one hend constable and four con-
stables was in the lines at the time; they at once fired on the raiders
and repulsed them, but not till the latter had killed four persons and

wounded  three. etk
In Sylhet some villages mnear the Chargolla frontier post were
Raids on Sithet attacked.  On the 23rd January a

on Sylhet, 3 _ 3

- village named Cacharipara was almost
entirely burnt, more than 20 persons being killed, and some young

G

women carried off.  On the 24th a large body attacked a village exactly

opposite to the outpost, not further from it than forty or fifty yards, and
killed two men, The guard immediately turned out and commenced
firilng, The raiders returned the fire, but after an hour they were
defeated and retired in confusion into the hills,

On the 27th February a village near the Allynuggur outpost was
attacked, A party of sepoys and constables was sent out just in time
to prevent the raiders escaping into the hills.  In the skirmish which
ensued several of the Lushais were wounded, but, as usual, were imme-
diately carried off by their brethren. One man, however, was killed,
and the police succeeded in bringing in the dead body, to assist in
identifying the tribe to which the raider belonged, together with two
ados and ten or twelye guns. - Two other corpses were afterwards {ound
in the jungle.

In the latter part of January a party of Tushais made their appear- 43,

Raids on Hill Tipperah.

villagers. On the 21st the khedda people, who were engaged in
elephant-catching some distance south of the Sylhet outposts, were fired
on and dispersed ; and a village named Pooyasbari was plundered and
o destroyed.  On the 22nd another village, named Boongbari, was burnt,
The khedda people said that the assailants were from 200 to 300 strong.
On the 2nd March a hundred men armed with guns and dfos made
their appearance on the Goomtee, about 40 miles east of Comillah. They
fired on a party of wood-cutters, of whom three were afterwards
missing.
About the same time 500 Kookies were reported ecast of the

ance in Hill - Tipperah, burning vil- |
lages and killing and wounding the |

Chagulniah Thanoah in the Tipperah District, bui, they never came
into our territory, and appear to have doue but little damage to life, and
only to have burnt and plundered the deserted homesteads of the

Tipperalis.
The Political Agent at Manipur reported on the 25th February that
Raids on Manipur. an attack had been made on a village

in the hills, south-east of the valley,
on the night of the 15th. The village had been destroyed, 40 persons
decapitated, and about 20 carried off. Although the raid was made
further to the east than any former attack by the Lushais, the Mani-
puris felt almost certain that the raiders were of that tribe. The
Political Agent thought that the raid was on account of Vonolel's death.
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From the time when reports of these events fivet reached the "Q{u}r‘_ ;' S

ernment, continual instructions wese

ey issued to the local officers, impressing
on them the necessity for exerting themselves to obfain information of
the movements and doings of the %
evidence as to those implicated in the raids committed. The reports
received of the identity of the tribes concerned in these geveral outrages
were however for a long time various and conflicting.

Mr. Edgar, Deputy Commissioner of Cachar, who, whilst these
disturbances were going on was in the heart of Sookpilal’s country on
the Dullessury, and was to all outward appearance treated with great
friendliness by Sookpilal himself, received warning that a party of
Syloos from Bavoonga’s villages, with Lenkam, son of Vouolel, had
gone to raid in the direction of Adumpore. His retwn to Cachar
was fortunately effected without encountering any of the armed

parties.
On the 5th February Major Graham, Deputy Commissioner of the

Chittagong Hill Tracts, reported that a messenger of his had come
back from the Kookie country, bringing information that a large body

ill tribes, and especially to collect

of Howlongs, under the Chiefs Lal Savoola and Seipaya, had been

concerned in the Cachar raids; whereas on the 9th March the Compis-"'

sioner of Dacea reported that Mr. Bdgars information with regard
to the same raids implicated Vonolel’s sons Lalboora and Jongdong,
in eastern Cachar, and Savoonga and Lungboong, Syloos, on the west,
This latter intelligence was in a measure confirmed by a portion of the
plunder from the Alexandrapore factory having been brought for sale
in the Kassalong bazaar on the Chittagong side by some of Savoonga’s
men, although 1t was given out by them, most probably falsely and
designedly, that they bad bought the articles from Sookpilal, with
whom they were on known terms of eumity. Subsequently, information
was received that Mary Winchester had been seen by Rutton Poea, a
friendly Chittagong Chief, in a village belonging to Savoonga, and o
negociation for her ransom was set on foot, but failed.

On the 20th February the Agent at Manipur reported that a
numerous body of Lmshais had been met about the middle of January
by a khedda force of Mauipur sepoys, that they had apparently intended
raiding in Manipur, but meeting an armed foroe had turned westward.
They said they belonged to the villages of Vonpilal and his mother
Imypanu.

Subsequently, a woman who was carvied away in the raid on
Manipur, uscapet{ and gave information implicating Vonolel and his
sons, Vonpilal and Poiboi, also Lenkam and Impanu ; and a Lushai
woman belonging to the village of Vonolel’s brother Thoilal, who was
cansomed from another tribe, gave very similar information, adding
that the others named were nnder the guidance of both Sookpilal's
and Vonpilal’s people.
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These and other particulars, so far as they could be reconciled with
the known relations of the clans among themselves, led to the conclu-
sion that the sons of Vonolel, certain of the Howlong Chiefs, and certain
of the Syloo Chiefs, acting in concert, committed the raids in Cachar.

The information as to the raids in Sylhet was more doubtful.
The Magistrate of Sylhet was of opinion, from the evidence of a Kookie
captive, and from private information, that the raid on the 27th Feb-
ruary at Alynugger was committed by people of Sookpilal, as two of
his sons, ans also some followers of his sister Vanaitang, were said to
Jhave been recognised.

This was also to some extent confirmed by a Tipperah woman, who
was taken captive and confrived to make her escape; but Mr. Edgar
and the Commissioner considered the connection of Sookpilal with these
raids to be improbable, for many specious reasons.  Although, therefore,
Sookpilal’s complicity was quite possible, and in fact reconcilable with
his friendly bebaviour to Mr. Edgar, on the supposition that the District
of Sylhet was regarded by the Lushais as a distinet territory, such as
Manipur or Hill Tipperah, yet, in consideration of the disposition evinced
by Sookpilal in his conduct towards Mr Edgar, and other circumstances
in his favor, it was considered undesirable, and politically inexpedient,
to treat him as an enemy on mere suspicion. ;

The question of the measures which should be adopted to punish
the tribes concerned in these atroci-
ous raids, to recover the numerous
British subjects who were captives in their bands, and to prevent, in the
mogt effectnal manner, & repetition of their incursions for the fufure,
engaged the most earnest attention of Government.

The occurrence of the raids, which took place in spite of the
efforts of friendship by the frontier officers, seemed to prove incontestibly
that the policy of conciliation alone was utterly powerless and insufficient
to protect our frontier from outrage by the remoter tribes. The policy
unanimonsly recommended by the local officers was that raids like those
of 1871 should be met by condign punishment, in the shape of a mili-
tary occupation of the offending villages during as long a period as
possible, the seizure of their erops and stored grain, and the forced
submission of their Chiefs ; after that, by the steady endeavour of the
frontier officers, to iuflaenee them and promote trade ; and, finally, by a
system of frontier posts, combined with a line of road runnivg north
and south from the Cachar frontier to that of Chittagong.

In a Minute dated the 18th May 1871, the Lieutenant-Governor
explained his own views on the subject, which were in favour of a
military exploration of the country rather than of measures of pure
retaliation. = Certain points should, Sir G, Campbell thought, be sccured
as a convenient location for troops to be posted in the centre of the
Lushai country, and to establish the means of maintaining communica-
tion with them. If the people submitted, we should treat with them and
demand surrender of our captive subjects; and if a fair amount of

Discussion of messures to be adopted.,
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success were attained in that way, we should enter into friendly
relations with them: but if they resisted, we should use force and
compel respect.

After a full disenssion the Government of India deeided that an

i i armed expedition should be made

ke into the Lushai country during the
ensuing cold weather.

The following were the orders of the Governor General in Couneil,
dated the 11th July 1871 :—

REsoLuTioN.—The Viceroy and Glovernor General in (ouneil considers that these
papers show thut, in the opinion of all the authorities who have been consulted, an armed
expedition into the Lushai country during the ensuing cold season will probably have the
effect of preventing the recurrence of the oufrages commibted in British territory lust
aprm{g, and wonld be one effectual means for permanently establishing the security of
our frontier, y

2, 'While His Excellency in Couneil fully agrees in this opinion, so clearly expres-
sed and sustained by such convineing arguments, he has arrvived at the conclusion, thab
armed intervention in these districts is necessary, with great regret. The general policy
of Government townrds the tribes who inhabit the country lying between the C!::rhsr
and Chittagong Districts and to the east of Hill Tigpemh, as described in the pupers
noted below,(7) is unchanged. But the cruel raids that have been perpetrated for some

¢ars on various parts of the frontier, more specially on ihe tea gardeus in the Onchar
District, show that the friendly intentions of Government have not a8 yet been understood
or fully apprecinted by many of the tribes ; and there ia some reason to suppose thak
the leaders of the raids and their followers may have imbibed the idea that we ave either
unahle or unwilling fo take active meusures for the punishment and repression of such

outrages.

9. The information s to the actual perpetrators of the rids s as yeb extremely
incomplete. The tribal divisions do uob appear to be very decidedly marked, and it is
diffienlt to trace particnlar outrages or raids to partionlar tribes or villages. There is,
indeed, liftle or no room to doubt that the most prominent offenders cawme from tha
country of the Howlongs and Syloos; but these names are used with mnch indefinitenass,
and it appears that although the names of some of the leaders are known with tolerahle
certainty, their foliowers most probably did not belong exclusively to any one partieular
section or tribe, but were sttracted by a love of plunder from various parts of the country
to the Chief whom they may have followed. Under these circumstances, His Bxcelleno
in Council is of opinion that the objeot of the expedition, which it is necessary to sen
into the country, cannot be one of pure retaliation, and fhat much diserimination will be

eeded in dealing with the different Chiefs. 4

4. 1f, during the progress of the expedition, guilt can with certainty be brought
home to any particular villages, puniskment must follow, The surrender of Chiefs who,
like the Howlong Bungbongah, are known to hold or to have lately held British subjects
in captivity, should be demanded, snd, in the event of non-compliance, their houses and
property should be destroyed. = 'T'he restoration of the captives should be insisted on, and
every effort: made for their deliverance. When it is ascertained that particular inhabitants
of o village have faken part in a raid, without complicity on the part of the village asa
whole, the infliction of a fine on the village, and the surrender or punishment of the
guilty individuals, would probably bhe sufficient. In some casos it may appear desirable
fo take and detain either the leading Chiefs or others as hostages for future good behaviour,
His Excellency in Council does not suticipate any formidable armed resistance o the
advance of the froops; but if hostility is met with, resisting villages should be attacked
and burnt, and the surrounding crops destroyed.

(*) To Government of Bengal, No. 1338, dated 15th September 1869,
To Government of Bengal, No. 6A, dated 20th October 1869,
To Government of Bengal, No, 1126P., dated 30th June 1870.
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5. 1t sust, however, alivays be borne in wind that retaliation is not the only object
of the expedition. The main end in view is to show thess savages that they are com-
pletely in our power ; to establish friendly relations of a purmanent character with them ;
fo make them promise to receive in their villages, from time to time, Natiye azents of our
own ; to make travelling in their distriots safo to all; to show them the advantages of
trade and of commerce; aud o demonstrate to them effectunlly that they have nothing
to gain and everything to lose by placing themselves ia & hostile position towards the
British Government. ' '

6. With this view it will be necessary that the expedition should be attended, s far
as practicable, by Chials belonging to friendly tribes ; and that such use should be made
of their people and followers as the gireumstances of the case will admit. Rutton Poea
and Sookpilal may be instanced as Chiefs whom it nity be found expeditnt to influence
aund employ in this maoner,

7. The details of the expedition, the strength and composition of the force to be
smployed, and the special equipwent in arms and clothing, 1f such be deemed necessary,
will be carefully considered and determined in the Military Department, in direct com-
municution with the Bengal Government ; but the papers appear to the Vicercy and
Governor General in Council to eall for the following general observations : —

1, -~His Bxcellenéy in Council is of opinion not only that a lprge force is not
required, but that its employment would be o jectionable both in & political und military
gaiat of yiew ; he wouf:l therefore deprecate the moving of troops from a distance.

at while ha ‘wishes the utmost possible esonomy  to be practised, he desires thut nothing
ghould be omitted in the organization of the foree which the Military Department muy
consider necessary to make complete success a certainty.

IL.—It appears clear that whatever be the strength and organization of the force,
the larzer porsion of it must advance from the sonth, and munst start from Chittagong.
The hills to be invaded are pearer and can be more easily resched than from Cuchar.
Phe sea forms the easiest mode of carriage for troops, munitions of war, and stores.
The routes. from the side of Chittagong are better known than those from the north,
iPhare is excellent water communication by the Karnafooli, snd by it sapplies van be
forwarded fo within a few days’ march of the Syloo villages, The foree from Chittagong
ghould be aecompanied by Majors Macdonald and Lewin, The capacity in which the
frst-named oificer can most usefully be employed will be considered in the Military
Department,

; LTIt is, in the opinion of Hie Exeellency in Council, most desirable thet, unless
objections exist of which His Excellenty in Council in this department is not aware, &
Madras regiment shonld form part of the expeditionary force. Cuttack, Vizagapatam, or
the Presidency Town would easily supply an efficiont battalion,

TV.—Af the same time that the main foree is despatohed from Chittagong, a smailer

body should start from the Cachar eide, to be accompanied by Mr, Edgar, leaving in the

f on the Cachar horder a sufficiant number of soldiers and police to provide for the
security of the district during the absence of the expeditionary foreo,

V.——Tho two forces shonld endeavour to reach, on a particular day, positions from which
they would be able to muintain uninterrnpted and easy communication with each other,
"They should start, if possible, by the middle of November, bul not later than the 1st
December, and the country should be completely evicuated by 10th March.

8 His Excellncy in Council leaves it to the Military Department, in direct com-

munication with the loéul authorities, to decide to what extent police should he employed
in all the duties connected with the expedition, snd also to what extent, and in what
‘ manner, use should be made of co-operative action on the part of the Rajes of Manipur
and Tipperah. He will merdly at present remark thut as much use should be made of
the police as is possible, and that it is desirable that the Rajas whose frontier territories
have been  devastated by the raiders should co-operate, The Raja of Manipur is bound
by his engagement to “ assist the British Government with a portion of his troops in the
event of anything happening on the eastern frontier of the British terrifories.’” His
Fixocellency in Council considers it necessary thut the Political Agent in Hill Tipperah,
whoso appointment was sauctioned in October 1870, should ba neminated ﬂ]; the
Lieutenant-Governor and required to fake up his duties before the military operation
00mIMENes,

L.
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9. For various reasons His Expellanc{ in Council considers that it would be in-
expedient to hamper the expedition with the tesk of laying ont and clearing a road
between Chittagong and Cachar,

10.  Ove or two officers of the Survey Department should accompany the toro?l
both from Chittagony and Cachar, and they should be instructed to make ns careful and.
complete a survey of the country as circumstances will perinit. His Excellsnoy in
‘ouncil also considers it u matter of much importance that advantage should be tiken
of the expedition to acquire 41l the information necessary to enable the Bengal Govern-
ment to submit to the Foreign Department specific proposals (as called for in the lotter
to the Bangal Government, No. 17C.—P., dated 11th March 1871) regarding the best
line of frontier poste to be established on the Chittagong border,

11. 'The Governor General in Council has lastly to observe that it is an object of
primary importance that the preparstions for the expedition should be conducted with as
much secrecy and with as little bustle as possible. It cannot be looked upon as a
campaign, but rather as a military occupation and yisitation by detached bodies of froops
of ns lnrge s portion of the Looshai country us possible, for the purpose above explained,
and algo to show the Looshais that there is no part of their hills to which our armed
forces cannof penetrate, )

In accordance with these views two columns were organized—the
right or Chittagong column under the command of General Brownlow,
¢ B., with Captain Lewin as Civil Officer, and the left or Cachar
column under the orders of General Bourchier, ¢.B., accompanied by
Mr. Edgar in a civil capacity. By the orders of the Governor General
in Council the entire political and military conduct of the expedition
was placed in the bands of the military commanders; they were
specially instructed that the objeet of the expedition was not one of
pure retaliation, but that the surrender of the British subjects held in
captivity should be insisted upon ; that they were to establish perma-
nent friendly relations with the savage tribes and convinee them
that they had nothing to gain and everything to lose by placing them-
selves in a hostile position towards the British GGoyernment.

From the very commencement of the preparations for the expedi-
tion it had been seen that success
depended more upon the efficiency of
carriage than any other contingency. :

A committee appointed in Caleutta to consider the question pro-
posed the formation of two corps of 600 men each to accompany each
coluron, and to be under the charge of sirdars and mates appointed
from their own body. Each coolie was to receive Rs. 8 a month and
Re. 2 batta while on actual service, and the mates and sirdars Rs. 10
and Rs. 12 each with Rs. 3 batta. They were also to get free rations
from the Commissariat while on service. In spite of these liberal terms,
the utmost difficulty was found in enlisting eoolies in Western Bengal.
The proposal to organize a separate corps of these Danghur coolies was
therefore abandoned ; and when the Government of India ordered that
the strength of the two coolie corps should be raised to 4,000 men,
including the Commissariat coolies, advantage was taken of the
existing Commissariat agency in the Upper Provinces to recruit coolies
for the expedition. The Darjeeling Hills were known to be a very
favourable ground for obtaining Nepaulese coolies, and Captain
Hedayut Ali was deputed there to recruit and organize a corps of hill

Arrangements for carriage,

.
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coolies, which he very successfully did, with Rs. 2 batta when on actual
service. The Nepaulese corps enlisted by Captain Hedayut Ali was
intended to accompany the Caehar column, and on or about the 14th
November some §00 of them with their mates and sirdars were embarked
on board the Swccess and her flats at Doobree. After leaving Goalundo
cholera appeared among them, and medical advice was taken at Dacca
as to whether they should under the circumstances proceed, The
decision was favourable to their continuing their jonrney; but umn-
fortunately between Dacca and Chuttuck the disease broke out with
all its fury, and on reaching the latter place it was found that from
deaths and desertion the corps had been reduced from upwards of
800 to 601 men with 6 sivdars and 24 mates, A body of 516
Nepaulese was also got together for service with the Chittagong
column. Among these also cholera broke out when en roufe for
Chittagong, and they lost 40 of their wumber. Of other coolies
4,618 were collected throughout the country—a number which from
rejections and desertions was reduced before embarkation to 4,408
men. Of these, 1,924 were sent to Cachar and 2,479 to Chittagong ;
including therefore the Nepaulese coolies, the strength of the corps
assigned to the left column was 2,764 men, and of that attached to the
right column was 2,791 men. "aking into consideration certain con~
ditions on which men supposed to be missing were really accounted for,
the mortality on the Cachar side may be placed at 113, or 5-9 per cent.,
and among those who went to Chittagong at 109, or 43 per cent.
The coolies locally available were reserved to meet the contingen-
cies which coustantly arise, and both vn the Cachar and Chittagong
side very much was done by the men thus supplied.

As regards the active part of the campaign, it will be convenient
to follow the operations of each column separately, and a commence-
ment will be made with the left or Cachar column.

This force consisted of half a battery of Artillery, a company of
Sappers, and 500 men each of the
22nd Punjab Native Infantry, 42nd
Assam Light Infantry, and 44th Assam Light Infantry ; a coolie corps,
together with 178 elephants, and 1,200 coolies for commissariat pur-
poses, were also attached to the eolumn, Tipai Mookh, the junction
of the Tipai and Barak Rivers, had been fixed upon as the starting
place and advanced base of operations, and by the 15th December the
greater portion of the force was collected there.

They then marched through a very difficult country, constantly
exposed to attacks from enemies who rarely showed themselves, until on
the 2nd Febroary they reached Sellam, the Chief Poiboi’s stronghold.
Before arnving at this village a somewhat spirited encounter took

lace between the troops and the enemy on the Moorthlang range,
}E‘he route lay above and parallel to the bed of a nullah about a mile-
and-a-half from the camp. The advanced guard was fired into, and
presently on all sides a sharp fire was opened, The enemy were found
n_considerable force, but were attacked by the 44th Native Infantry

Operations of the Cachur column.



