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and severe punishment inflicted on them; finally, they were pursued up 
a precipitous mountain side and two of their stockades stormed. One 
satisfactory result was that the English- ammunition found on the 
slain proved that they had been the raiders last year at Monierkhall 
and Nundigram. On the 12th January a small portion of the column, 
carrying only just so much supply as was absolutely necessary, started 
from Sellam for Lalboorah’s locality, distance or whereabouts of which 
no one knew. They met with no opposition, and on the 17th February 
entered Chumpai, L ilboorah’s chief village, which they found 
deserted. In the centre of the village was the tomb of Vonolel, an, 
elevated platform, on every point of which were hung skulls of different 
wild animals,, while in the centre, on a pole, was a fresh slain head 
with the hand and foot of the victim. The village, consisting of 500 
houses, was burnt. The tribes of Vonpilal, Poiboi, and Vonolel had 
now been subdued, and the capital of the latter destroyed. The General 
therefore set out for Chumsin, the village of Vonolel’s widow, where 
he dictated the terms on which alone it and the other villages of Lal- 
boorah would be spared. These terms were (1) that agents from the 
Government should have free access to Lalboorah's villages and 
transit through bis country; (‘2) that three hostages should accompany 
the column to Tipai Mookh ; (3),that the arms taken at Monierkhall and 
Nundigram, or an equal number of their own, should be surrendered ;
(4) that a fine of two elephants’ tusks, .1 set of war gongs, 1 necklace,
10 goats, 10 pigs, 50 fowls, and 20 maunds of husked rice should be 
delivered "within 24 hours. There was difficulty about the arms, hut 
eventually everything was delivered before morning, except a small 
portion of rice. The possibility was then considered of forming a 
junction with General Hrownlow, and signal rockets were fired, hoping 
that they might attract his attention, but without success. The 
column then set out on its march home, and the General Commanding 
reached Caehar on the 10th March, having advanced 193 miles from 
Caehar and 110 from his first base in the enemy’s country at Tipai 
Mookh, until he reached the stronghold of Lalboorah, the most powerful 
of the Lushai Chiefs.

Nor were the operations of the right or Chittagong column less 
, _ .u . successful. This force, of about the

Operations of the Chittagong column. ^  g tre n g th  ag t h a t  s t a r t in g

from Caehar, was chiefly composed of Goorkha regiments. Its 
advanced base was at Demagiri on the Kurnafooli, where the force 
assembled at the end of November. The tribes which General Brown low 
had to reduce to submission were the Syloos and the Ilowlongs, the latter 
being the most distant, and Mary Winchester, who had been carried off 
from Alexandrapore in 1871, being a captive in their bands. At 
Burkhal the Chief Rutton Poea came in. It had been doubtful whether 
he would give in bis adhesion to us or not, but the prospect of a large 
force assembling at Demagiri in the neighbourhood of his own village no 
doubt influenced him greatly and induced him to east in his lot with 
us. From Burkhal he acted as guide to a force that marched from that
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place to Demagiri by land, and subsequently throughout the whole 
expedition, he was of the greatest possible assistance in carrying on 
negotiations.

A move was first made on the 9th December against the Syloos ; 
the troops marched in a north-easterly direction, occupied the hill mark 
Syloo Savoonga on the map, and thence penetrated to Laljeeka., the 
village of one of Savoonga’s sons. In reaching this point, the force 
had to march through a most intricate country, being obliged in places 
literally to hew their way through the jungle. They succeeded, however, 
in striking severe and rapid blows as they passed; Vanbnoyah’s, 
Vanshumah's, Yanunah’s, and Vanhoolen’s strongholds were all cap­
tured and the stores of grain in them burnt. From Laljeeka the 
General returned to Savoonga, intending thence to make an expedition 
into the Northern Howlong country. As, however, Rut ton Poea and 
Mahomed Azeem, the police subadar, had been sent on a mission to 
the Howlongs, it was deemed expedient to await their return before 
any hostile occupation of the latter tribe’s country was attempted. In 
the meantime Captain Lewin had despatched two messengers to 
Renkuia, the principal northern Howlong Chief, in whose hands Mary 
Winchester was, and he at once gave up the girl, reserving, however, 
all questions as to submission and bis other captives. On their journey 
back these messengers met Button Poea and the subadar, and the 
latter having taken charge of Mary Winchester brought her to Rutton 
Poea’s village near Demagiri, whence she was sent to Chittagong.
Rutton Poea continued on his way to Yandoola, the Chief of the 
Southern Howlongs.

On the I 2th February General Brownlow started with a portion 
of bis force against the northern Howlongs, having first left, a sufficient 
garrison at "Syloo Savoonga. The force crossed the Dullessury,
and on the next day some of the enemy were seen; they were 
comrnunicattd with, through some of Button Poea’s men, and 
evinced a desire to submit. The march was, however, continued, until 
definite information was received that Benkuia and Savoonga were 
advancing to tender their submission. They arrived on the 16th 
February, and without hesitation accepted the terms which were 
imposed on them. These were the surrender of all captives, an engage­
ment on their part to live amicably with all British subjects from Mani­
pur to Arracan, with free right of access to our people through their 
whole country. A day or two afterwards Lalboorah, Jatoma, and 
Lienrikoree, the remaining Chiefs of the northern Howlongs, came 
in and agreed to similar terms. On the 23rd the force commenced 
its march back to Syloo Savoonga; and there Lai Gnoora and Laljeeka, 
sons of Savoonga, Vanhnoyah, Yanloola, and three other Chiefs, represent­
ing the whole of the Syloo tribe, made their submission on the same 
terms as the Howlongs. There only remained now the southern How­
longs, and, to commence proceedings against them, it was necessary to 
return to Demagiri; and starting from that place a show of force was 
made in the direction of Sypoea and Yandoola, whose villages were said
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to be from three to five days’ marches east of Button Poea. An 
advance was made to Sypoea’s village, a distance of 40 miles, and lie 
immediately submitted. On the 12th Vantooga came in with a number 
of captives, and next morning Sangliena, 'Vandooia's eldest son, followed, 
and his submission was accepted on behalf of his father; he agreeing 
that his captives should be given up. The submission of the tribes 
being now complete, the force marched back to Chittagong, the last of 
the troops reaching that place on the 24th February.

The operations of this column were decidedly successful. I t  
advanced 231 miles from Chittagong and 88 miles from its first 
advanced base info the Howlong country j it disabused Benkuia 
of the idea that his village was inaccessible, and its progress was only 
arrested by the submission of that Chief and his tribe. The following 
is a complete list of the Chiefs who submitted to, and came to terms 
with, General Brownlovv

Tribe. Name. Remarks.

gyloo ... Savnonga ... ... Represented by his sons.
Lai Ngora ... 1 Sons 0f gavoonga,
Ladjeeka ... ... )
Vantanoya and two brothers ... Step-brother to Rutton Poea.
Vanloinga
Vanbndo*
Vanhoolen
Bowtyeyva ... ... Subject to Savoonga.
Vanlula ... ... I
Vansh&ma .. ... |
Lalhleera ... ... J

Tlowlone (north) ... Sangbunga ... ... ) Those Chads to  brother* The
°  i former has married Hutton

Benkuia ... ... ) Poea’s sister.
Vausanga ... ... )
Chongmama. ... ... i Subject to Sangboonga.
Lien-u-koom ... ... j
Lalbura ... ... ] Brothers : independent.Jo-litoma ... ... ,

Howlong (south) ... Vandooia ... ... Represented by Ins son Saugbona.
Vantonga and. two brothers ... Cousins of Vandooia.
Sangliena . ... Eldest son of Vandooia.
Saipoiya ... ... Brothers of Vandooia and brother-

in-law of Rutton Pooa.

A  survey party accompanied each column of the expeditionary
force, and in the short season avail- 

Survey operations. able for their operations they topo­
graphically delineated 6,500 square miles of new and difficult, country, 
and contributed most materially to fill up the gap which had hitherto 
separated the survey of Chittagong from that of Caehar.

The southern party, under Major J. Macdonald, pushing north from
Chittagong, succeeded in completing a tnangulation of 2,300 and
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topographical mapping of 1,700 square miles connected with the eastern 
frontier series of the great trigonometrical survey. The tract thus 
explored lies between 22 ' 30' and 23'' 4<a' north latitude, and 02° 30 
and 93° east longitude, and its survey has determined a considerable 
extent of the water-shed between the Caeharand Chittagong and Akyab 
water systems. Forty well defined geographical points have been 
established, and the heights of 37 of these obtained with mathematical 
accuracy.

Captain Badgley, in charge of the northern party, started from 
Cachar and accomplished about 600 square miles of triangulation, with 
nearly 200 linear miles of route survey and 4,800 square miles of 
topography. The region thus surveyed extends to 93° 30' east longitude, 
and nearly to 23° north latitude, and includes the whole course of the 
Tuiri and its tributaries, which pour their waters into the Barak at 
Tipai Mookh.

Major Macdonald was not able to push far enough north to deter­
mine the upper course of the Dntlessury and the Sonai, more westerly 
affluents of the Barak, and owing to the two parties not having been 
able to effect a junction, there remains a blank in longitude between 
these two portions of the survey which overlap in latitude ; and also 
another gap in latitude between the northern limits of the tract 
surveyed by the Chittagong party and the southern boundary of 
surveyed Cachar.

Leaving for further consideration the question of the policy to be
followed in future with the Lushai 

Defensive pos . Chiefs, the Bengal Government con­
tented itself on the close of the expedition with placing a line of 
strongly-manned posts along the whole southern frontier ot Cachar and 
Sylhet.

The question of poliey was afterwards taken up by the Local and
Supreme Governments ; but as most 

Future policy. ^  dehhteable points arose in
connection with the Chittagong side, it will be most convenient to notice 
the result in the following chapter. The more important papers will 
also be found in the Appendix.

The Lushais have given no serious 
Effoot of the expedition. trouble since this expedition.

Some of the Chiefs visited the Deputy Commissioner of Cachar 
during 1873-74, and some of them sent down their muntries, or 
agents, with small presonts. Large numbers came down in December 
1874 to purchase cattle in North Cachar with cash, which they had 
obtained from the sals of rubber. During the cold weather of 1874-75 
large numbers of Lushais came down to cut rubber on both banks of 
the Barak. When they were forbidden to cut more, thoy disappeared



from the neighbourhood of the guards and gardens, though, possibly, 
they continued to cut rubber in places where they were not seen. In 
January 1875 SookpilaPs agent reported a great scarcity of rice in that 
Chief’s country. Supplies were sent up, and Native dealers were induced 
to send up more. Three bazaars had been established of recent 
years in the Lushai country, beyond our border, which were supplied 
with goods by Native traders from Cacliar. They are located on the 
three principal streams flowing out of the Lushai country, at Changsil, 
formerly Bepari Baazar, at Sonai Bazaar, and at Tlpai Mookh. They 
increased for a time in size and importance; but their growth was 
cheeked by the exactions imposed on the traders by the Chiefs, and 
lately they have fallen off seriously owing to the failure in the supply 
of rubber brought in by the tribes.

A very important question in connection with these tribes brought
Movement of the tribes northward. to  Boti?e in }  'S75-76 ** »» apparently

gradual ad vance of the Lushais 
northwards towards our southern boundary.^) They are, it is supposed, 
closely pressed on the south and east by the Sokt'is and possibly by 
other tribes; and the southern tribes, in consequence, appear to bo 
coming north and the eastern tribes coming west. This movement, if 
not watched with care, may contain the germ of future complications.
The Chief Commissioner has forbidden altogether the settlement of 
parties of these border tribes within our boundaries, except after per­
mission duly asked and obtained, and on sites specially assigned to 
them for the purpose. These sites are to be invariably at a 
considerable distance within our frontier, in order to prevent raids 
on he settlements, and to obviate the chances of disputes arising 
between communities settled at short distances from one another 
across the border, which might lead to our becoming involved in their 
feuds.

For the rest the policy of sending one of the Cachar officers to
Policy of defence and conciliation. v *18̂  P*ineipcil Chiefs in a friendly

way from time to time has been 
followed. Our frontier posts are carefully maintained, and very recently 
the military branch of the Police in this, as in other parts of the Pro­
vince, has been placed on an improved footing. In the Appendix will 
be found papers showing the proposals devised to this end and the way 
in which the defence of Assam is now provided for.

In February 1875 Sir It. Temple, the Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal,

Sir E Temple’s proposal to control Book- J T n f f i  * t0 *piia.1 from the south. Political Officer to  have so le charge
of the relations with the Howlongs, 

Syloos, and other hill tribes of Chittagong, and to make over to this 
officer also the control of Sookpilal’s country and the tribes of Hill

( l ) Assam Proceedings, June 1876.
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Tipperah.(l ) The Chief Commissioner of Assam objected to the scheme 
oil the following grounds :—

The changes proposed which affect, this Province are—
(1) The control of Sukpilal’s country from the Chittagong side, instead of from

the Cachar side.
(2) The abolition of the appointment of Political Agent to Hill Tipperah.

On the first point I am to observe as follows :—
Politically, Sukpila!’8 country may be described as bounded on the north by the 

Districts of Cachar and Sylhet; on tlie west by Hill Tipperah j on the south by the 
country of the Howlongs, Syloos, and Shindoos, on the east by the State of Manipur 
arid the country of tho Soktees. Although this tract is not wholly under the authority 
of Sukpilal, still his relations and friends bear rule over almost the whole of it, and It 
is probably what Sir B. Temple intends by the expression “ Sukpihd's country.” This 
tract has no definite boundaries. On tho north side Sukpilal has agreed on a certain 
line, as dividing his conn try from that of the Deputy Commissioner of Cachar ; but the 
Deputy Commissioner and his people have much influence to the south of this line, 
while Sukpilal and his people have much influence to the north of it. On the other sides, 
the boundary of tho tract varies with the fortunes of its inhabitants : When their 
star is in tho ascendant, they encroach upon llill Tipperah, the Syloos, &c., and, indeed, 
upon Cachar and Sylhet; when they are weak, their neighbours encroach upon them.

Geographically, this tract may be described as consisting of a series of parallel 
rivers running from south to north, with the watersheds betweeu them. The chief 
of these rivers are the Dallossur, the Sonai, and the Tipai, on which arc situated the 
trading places of Bepari Bazaar, Lushai Haut, and Tipaimukh. To these trading places 
traders from Cachar and Sylhet habitually resort.

Neither politically, nor geographically, nor commercially, him the tract in question up 
to date had much connection with the Chittagong Hill Tracts; its connection has 
always been with Cachar and Sylhet. This connection is a natural one, and arises partly 
from the position of the tract to the north of the watershed dividing the waters which 
flow into the Surrnah from those which flow into tho Fenny, Kurnufule, Ac.; partly from 
the fact that the people inhabiting it are continually pressed northwards and westwards 
by the hostile tribes to the south and east of them, and are thus brought into recurrent 
contact with the border populations of Caohar, Manipur, and Sylhet, The Chief Com­
missioner would not dissever a connection so natural, and which has subsisted so long, 
without very strong reason beiug shown.

The practical difficulties which are likely to ensue if Sukpilal’s country is controlled 
from the Chittagong side are these; Tea-planters and others aro constantly beiug 
brought into contact with Sukpilal’s people. Hardly a mouth passes but Colonel 
Keating* has to settle some question of frontier policy' in Cachar and Sylhet. The reference 
of all such questions to Calcutta will seriously detract from tho advantages which tho 
establishment of this Province was expected to confer. Communication between Sukpilal’s 
country and the Chittagong Hill Tracts is difficult, that is, the tribes of the Hovlongs 
and S /loos intervene. On the other baud, communication between Sukpilal’s people 
and tlio people of the Deputy Commissioner of. Cachar is so constant that it is probable 
that, if Sir E. Temple’s scheme is accepted, the Superintendent of the Frontier will 
communicate with Sukpilal rid Cachar. Finally, the object of Sukpilal and his people 
being naturally to encroach on Cachar, Sylhet, aryl Hill Tipperah, ir- seems probable 
that they might find moans to play off their new controller of the Chittagong side against 
the Deputy Comtnissoners of Cachar and Sylhet.

.Lastly, I am to point out that, though Sukpilal is still an important personage and 
has much influence with his relations and friends who bear rule in various parts of 
the tracts above described as “Sukpilal’s country,” still it must not be supposed that 
that country could be controlled by communication with Sukpilal alone. There are many 
other leaders and chiefs with whom the Deputy Commissioner of Cachar and the 
Manipuri authorities are in constant communication, who, though they may be influenc­
ed, are certainly in no way controlled by Sukpilal.

( ‘) Assam Proceedings, April 1875.



On the second point, in which change is proposed, I am to point out that it is very 
necessary to Caohar and Sylhet that their right flank should be efficiently protected,
ThO Chief Commissioner cannot recall to mind any raids of Rookies through Hill 
Tipperah into Chittagong, whereas they have been not nnfreqiient upon Sylhet. Strength 
in Hill Tipperah is consequently of more importance to the districts in the Surma Valley 

; than to those on the Chittagong side, Tipperah will be stronger, the Chief Commissioner 
> thinks, with a Political Agent than with an Assistant Political Agent,

Colonel Keatinge regrets that he is unable to support Sir B. Temple’s scheme, 
in so far as it affects this Province. He lias always held that the present division of 
control over the savage tribes lying between Caohar and Chittagong was the most 
convenient- one. Indeed, when he took, up the administration of this Province it was 
stronglv urged upon him by the late Lieutenant-Governor of Bengal that he should 
undertake the control of the whole eastern frontier, His answer was, that the Syluos, 
How-longs, &c., and other tribes in connection with Chittagong, could not conveniently 
be controlled from the Caohar side; that the controlling authority should have possession 
of the Chittagong District as a base. In the same way, he holds that Sukpilftl’s people 
and other tribes in connection with Caohar could not conveniently be controlled from 
the Chittagong side ; that the con trolling authority should have possession of the Caoimr 
District as a base.

The project was accordingly dropped.
In January J 877 Mr. H. Luttman-Johnson, then Deputy CornmiV 

tfr T ^ .n n vW  irw sioner of Cacha,'> accompanied by
.... ' " ’ ' Extra Assistant Commissioner Hari

Charan Sarmah, Rai Bahadur, and by Mr. Savi, Assistant Superintend­
ent of Police, in command of 50 men of the Frontier Police force, entered 
Lusha,i territory at Changsil Bazar, on the Dullessury River. (1) From 
thence the party marched through the hills to Sonai Bazar, and then pro­
ceeded to Kulicherra Mukh, on the Barak River, at which point they took 
boat, returning to Silchar by way of the Monierkhail outpost. Mr. 
Johnson spent altogether about three weeks in the Lushai Hills, expe­
riencing much hospitality from those of the inhabitants with whom he 
came in contact. He was unfortunately unable to arrange an interview 
with either Sookpilal or Khalgom, now the most powerful of Sookpilal V 
sons, these Chiefs excusing their non-attendance on different grounds.
The Deputy Commissioner, however, paid a visit to, and received a visit 
from, Sailengpoi, who is said to be the favourite son of Sookpilal. 
Sailengpoi evinced during the interviews a most friendly disposition.
The tour was, on the whole, most successful, an issue due to a great 
extent to the caution and tact displayed by Mr. Johnson.

In March 1877 a very unsatisfactory report was received as to the 
state of the frontier posts supposed to be maintained by Hill Tipperah.
The Rajah had three posts along lvis northern (Sylhet) border, at Kamal- 
pur, Koilaspur, and Furnah Dharmnagar. Between this and Ekslmrra 
on the Goomty (a day's journey from the Chittagong Hill Frontier), no 
posts were placed. (*) Then full two days’ journey from Ekshurra down 
the Goomty was a post at Udaipur. On the south, close to Noakhali, 
another at Rishyamukh and on the west posts at Khadlamadla and 
Agartalah. In most eases the Political Agent found the sepoys’ pay in

(l )As»am Proceedings, May 1877.
(») Assam Proceedings, August 1877-
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arrears and no ammunition provided for their muskets. The Govern­
ment of India gave orders insisting on the Rajah’s carrying out his 
engagements in this matter of frontier defence.

It was reported in 1876-77 that an expedition had been under­
taken by Sookpilal’s son, Lem- 

Q r̂rets/between Eastern and Western ^  and Laljeeka in October 1876
against Pugrying, a Syloo village, 

in which the village was plundered and several of the inhabitants 
carried away into slavery. Afterwards news was received that fighting 
has broken out between Khalgom, and the eastern lushais under Poiboi.
The quarrel is said to have originated through Khalgom having j o o m e d  
land to which Poiboi laid claim. Poiboi and Lalhai would appear to he 
often guilty of acts of oppression towards the weaker Chiefs. In 1875-76 
Tantow, a petty eastern Chief, having been attacked and robbed by Poiboi, 
came and settled near Tipai Mookh. The Chief Commissioner, considering 
his location in this place objectionable, ordered him to return to Lushai 
territory, or to move to a safer spot,—he adopted the former course. 
Subsequently, twenty-two families of Tautow’s village came into 
British territory, and asked for protection, saying that they could no 
longer tolerate the constant oppression they . suffered at the hands of 
Poiboi and Lalhai. They stated that Tantow himself had lately been, 
seized by Poiboi, and placed in confinement, but had been released at the 
instance of Lengkam. These refugees were located for the present in 
the Kookie village of Akhai Punji, on the west hank of the Barak River, 
opposite the mouth of the Jhiri River.*

In July 1877 hostilities broke out between the eastern Chiefs, Leng­
kam, Lalbura, Clnmglen, and Bungte, and the western Chiefs, Sookpilal,
Khalgom, his son, and Lenpponga. These hostilities originated in a 
dispute about some joom land.

Sookpilal and the other western Chiefs, shortly after this outbreak of 
hostilities, sent a deputation to the Deputy Commissioner of Cachar, ask­
ing for assistance against the eastern Chiefs. Their request was of 
course refused. In August following the eastern Chiefs sent a similar 
deputation, chiefly with a view to find out what answer had been given 
to Sookpilal It was explained to them that the British Government 
would not assist either side, and they were advised to make peace with the 
other party. They then asked that the traders who bad deserted the Tipai 
Mookh Bazaar on account of the oppression exercised by some servants 
of Lengkam’s might be induced to return. They were told that the matter 
would be taken into consideration if proper explanations were tendered.

Towards the end of September, Lengkam attacked Khalgom, 
and carried off fifteen heads, in revenge for the theft from some of his 
people of some salt which they were carrying through Khalgom’s 
country frou Sonai Bazaar. In October thirty-live of Lalhai’s people 
Bed from the Lushai country through fear of Poiboi.

* I $ive the names of the Lushai Chiefs as they appear in the papers ; but new 
names are constantly cropping up without explanation of their connection or location.
Some Cachar officer should prepare a ‘ Key' to the Annual Reports.

THE NORTH-EAST FRONTIER OF BENGAL. 3 2 1  <SL



( q t
THE NORTH-HAST FRONTIER OF BEXGAU kJ.iL.J

In November Sookpilal’s muntries again sent a petition to tlie 
Deputy Commissioner, asking him to mediate between the eastern and 
western Chiefs. They were told in reply that, if both sides joined in the 
application, the request might be entertained, but not otherwise.

In Januarv 1878 Lengkam’s muntri with other agents of the 
eastern Chiefs 'made restitution to the traders who had left Tipai 
Bazaar, paying them Rs. 30. They also, on the part of the eastern 
Chiefs, again asked for the mediation of the British Government. The 
Chief Commissioner being informed that both parties were desirous of 
mediation on the part of the British Government, directed that they 
should be advised to make peace, and that a safe meeting-ground in 
Cachar should he offered to them.

Nothing of importance occurred to disturb our relations with any
of the tribes in 1888-79 till October,

"Events of 1878-79. when th e  bazar at- Changsil, "which is
under Sookpilal’s protection, was plundered by a party of Lushais, who 
could not be identified. The merchants came down with the muntries of 
Sookpilal, and some of his neighbours who tried to throw the blame on 
the eastern tribes. On investigation, however, this appeared highly 
improbable, and Sookpilal was called upon to pay the losses of the traders 
and 25 per edht. damages, and with this view the muntries were sent 
back to him, with a message to the effect that no merchants would be 
allowed to go to Changsil until the money was paid.

About the same time six Lushais from Sennong, one of Poiboi’s 
villages, came down to ask for assistance against Lalhai; they further 
reported that Poiboi was about to send down his principal muntries 
after the rice crop was cut. Advantage was taken of this opportunity 
to remind Poiboi and Khalgom of their obligations regarding the safety 
of their respecti ve bazars.

On the 6th December a robbery of rubber from some Nepaulese 
woodcutters by a party of Lushais was reported. Investigation was 
made, but the thieves were not discovered.

On the 8th December some muntries and others from Khalgom 
came down to ask for assistance against the eastern tribes. They were 
told that Poiboi’s and Lengkom’s muntries were expected shortly , and 
that, if they waited till Sookpilal’s muntries came down also, there 
would be some chance of making a peaceable arrangement between the 
tribes here.

The Bengali messenger the Deputy Commissioner sent with the 
returning muntries to Sookpilal came back on the 15th January, and 
reported that Sookpilal had made a thorough investigation into the 
robbery at Changsil, but without success. He declined to pay any 
damages or compensation, hut promised to send his muntries in a fort- 
night to treat for the re-opening* of the Changsil Bazar. I he promised 
muntries came down in February, and, after long consultation and 
debates, agreed that Sookpilal should pay a fine of Rs. 1,000, and remit 
bazar dues to the same amount, on the condition that the Changsil
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Bazar should be re-opened. Meanwhile, the muntries from the eastern 
side had arrived in the station. From what they all said, the state of 
enmity between the tribes was highly unpopular, and solely due to the 
jealousy of the Chiefs. Even they, it seemed, would be glad to make 
peace, were it not that each party was unwilling to incur the shamo of 
making the first advance. The Deputy Commissioner recommended 
them to make simultaneous advances, and told them to say that the 
advances were made by his advice. The muntries ail went away about 
the 8th of March.

Sookpilal first endeavoured to raise the amount of his fine 
by the imposition of a house-tax; but this attempt was abandoned 
in consequence of the opposition it encountered at the hands of his 
people, who contended that, as the Chiefs themselves realized handsome 
profits from the bazar, they, and not the community at large, were the 
proper persons to make good the sum demanded by Government. 
Sookpilal then obtained contributions of Rs. 100 from each >>f the tribu­
tary Chiefs Sailettgpui, Lengpunga, Lengkunga, and Baniyatungi, and 
Rs. 60 from his son Khalgom; this money, together with Rs. 100 
contributed by himself, he paid to a Native officer who had been deputed 
to Changsil to realize the fine. He promised to arrange within one 
month for the payment of the balance Rs. 440, but the Native officer, 
being seriously ill and having nearly exhausted his supplies, returned 
to Cachar. The Chief Commissioner remitted the balance of the fine, 
in consideration of the deference paid by Sookpilal to the order of the 
Deputy Commissioner,

On the 30th April 1879 it was reported that a party of
Events Of 1879.80. SookpilaFs tribe under the command

ot his sons, Labruma and. Leng- 
pung, bad started to attack the villages of Poiboi and Lengkam, and 
of their subsidiary Chief Cbungleng, the object of the expedition being 
to retaliate for the burning by Lengkam of some j l iu m  huts. It was 
further stated that another party had gone south-east to raid on Lalbura's 
people. These reports were afterwards corroborated by information 
received from the Deputy Commissioner of the Chittagong Hill Tracts.
No collision, however, occurred, the contending parties being induced to 
abandon for the present their warlike designs by the friendly offices of 
the grandmother of Poiboi, a Rani whose territory lies between the 
villages of the two belligerents. In June 1879 a report came down from 
the Sonai Bazar that Sailcngpui and other Chiefs had started to renew the 
attack on Poiboi, Lengkam, and Cbungleng; but a rumour having 
reached them that troops were being despatched from Caehar to Tipai 
Mookh, the project was abandoned.

In the following month the Lushais came down from Senong 
Punji (a village 14 miles south-east of Tipai Mookh Bazar), presented an 
elephant tusk to the Deputy Commissioner, and represented that their 
community was in great distress for want of food. With the approval 
of the Chief Comm' 'sioner, 33 maunds of paddy were purchased and 
sent to relieve the distress.



In addition to these internal disputes, the Eastern Lushais are 
threatened by some of the Kookie clans living still further to the east- 
ward. It was reported that; in April 1879 some Paites, nominally 
subject to the Maharajah of Manipur, attacked the village of Bontonga, 
brother of Lalbura. The result was the loss of one life. No retaliatory 
steps were taken by the Lushais, who bad been recently further 
disturbed by a demand n ade on them for tribute by the Soktes (or 
Sooties), which demand they determined to resist at all costs.

Daring the year the muntries of Sookpilal, Sailengpui, and 
Lengpung visited Ca-ehar, and presented naza rt to the Chief Commis­
sioner. The muntries of Poiboi and Lengkam not having attended 
as usual to pay their respects, the Deputy Commissioner caused 
inquiries to be made of those Chiefs, and was informed that the cause of 
this neglect was the attitude of the Soktes, which rendered it inadvisable 
for the headmen to absent themselves from their villages.

In April 1880 a party of Lushais who had come down to
collect rubber fell in with some 

’veu s o », - woodcutters in the Inner Line forest
reserve, and demanded rent from them. On the matter being reported 
to the Deputy Commissioner, he sent a remonstrance to Sookpilal, 
whose subjects the offenders were said to be. Sookpilal took the 
matter up promptly, and summoned the principal offender, one 
Lalapa, Muntri of Mintang Punji, whom he fined and personally 
chastised. He also expressed a hope that any Lushais who interfered 
with British subjects in our territory might, if arrested, be punished 
by the Deputy Commissioner. In the month of May a letter, received 
from the Changsii Bazar, stated that Sookpilal was seriously ill, and 
wished, if possible, to have an interview with Rai Ilari Charan Sarnia 
Bahadur before his death. Major Boyd, • therefore, with the sanction 
of the Chief Commissioner, despatched that officer, with an escort of 10 
men of the Frontier Police, to the Changsii Bazar, whence he proceeded 
to Sookpilal’s village. He found Sookpilal very ill and anxious that 
a medical man might be sent to him.

Owing to barbarities committed by Khalgom, Sookpilal’s son, 
upon his people, several families sought refuge in Cachar and were 
settled at a distance from the border.

On the 18th January 1881 Major Boyd started on tour in the Lus- 
hai country, and was absent a month from the district. He was able 
to meet seven Chiefs, exclusive of the infant son and heir of Sookpilal.
News of the death of the last-mentioned Chief reached him after his 
departure from Silehar.

Prom time to time during the year reports were received of petty 
raids committed by the several Chiefs in pursuance of the quarrel 
between the eastern and western Chiefs. Had Sookpilal lived, it is 
possible arrangements might have been made to effect an amicable 
settlement during the Deputy Commissioner’s tour in those hills;
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but the death of the most powerful of their opponents has encouraged 
Poiboi and Lengkam to prosecute the quarrel.

The death of Sookpilal was to be regretted, as his great influence 
had of late been steadily exerted in favour of the maintenance of 
friendly and conciliatory relations with our Government. During his 
tour Major Boyd had frequent opportunities of noticing how thoroughly 
the conviction of the paramount importance of retaining the favour ,
of Government was entertained by the chiefs and their headmen, and 
as the pressure of the less-civilized tribes on the flank and roar of 
the Lushais increases year by year, so will the urgent need for the 
continuance of amicable relations become, it is thought, to these latter 
more and more apparent.

In  the early part of the year 1881-82 there were incessant hosti- 
_ . . .  litres among the chiefs inhabiting
Event* of 1881-82. the eastern and central tracts, in

the beginning of April Lengkam, Chunglena, and Poiboi attacked and 
burnt the village of Thangula, which contained about 450 people, 
killing 150 of them and taking 39 prisoners. The Deputy Commissioner 
gives the following account of their subsequent proceedings :—

The raiders carried with them forty heads of the slain as a trophy, and it is 
curious to not® what they did with these heads on - their return to the p'tnjis. They 
ail assembled in the village of Chunglena, and there the heads were arranged in a 
row, and an earthen vessel filled with rice, ourry, and boiled eggs, and a bamboo 
“ ckvnga” containing liquor, were placed by each head, while the victors drunk and 
danced round them. This food was given, not out of derision, but in order that the 
disembodied spirits might not haunt the victors, but travel in peace to the city of 
the dead that lies in the far south. Subsequently, a small true was planted in' 
front of the Baja’s house, and the heads hung on its brunches, the soldiery then 
proceeded to dance round the tree, tiring blank ammunition at the heads. After 
this, the fighting-men who had actually brought away the heads were publicly 
decorated, each man’s hair being bound with a thick white cord, at the ends of 
which knots of black and red thread were fastened. These threads are highly 
esteemed by the Lushais, and are carefully preserved and transmitted to*their descendants 
os proofs of the prowess of their ancestors.

Diiectly after this Lengkam attacked a village of DarkangX 
and killed many of inhabitants : 28 people from this village and 22 
from Tbangula’s village took refuge in the Caehar district, and were 
assigned an asylum in two Kookie villages, which were willing to 
receive them. In October Khalgom made an abortive attack on 
Lalhai; but, these wars not being relished by his people, 400 of them 
immigrated into the Caehar district, and were settled there. Shortly 
after this the pressure of famine began to be felt, and the three 
principal chiefs, Poiboi, Khalgom, and Lalhai, met and agreed to a 
cessation of hostilities, and proceeded to send men into the Caehar 
district to obtain supplies of food.

The famine arose, according to the concurrent testimony of all 
„„ , , . „ . persons concerned, from the depreda-

tionsol rats. I n the previous season 
the bamboos had seeded, and the supply of food thus provided caused an 
immense multiplication in the number of rats, who, when they had
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exhausted the bamboo-seed, full upon the rice crops and devoured them. 
The earliest indication of the distress was the immigration of some 
eighty families from the village of Khalg.m, followed by other.subjects 
of eastern chiefs first, and afterwards of the western chiefs. But, 
though they were later in immigrating, it was the western villages 
which suffered most, and by far the largest number of refugees came 
down the valley of the Dullessury past Jhalnacherra. At first,' their 
advent created considerable alarm among the tea-coolies and some 
managers of the gardens near their route; hut it was soon found out 
that they were peaceably inclined, and were only anxious to earn a 
livelihood, either by the sale of bamboos and forest produce, by labour, 
or by begging. In order to facilitate the former end, the duty charged 
at the forest toll-stations on foreign timber and produce was taken off; 
and employment was offered both by the Forest Officer on clearing forest 
boundaries and by several Tea Managers on cutting down the jungly on. 
their grants. The Lushuis, though not accustomed to hoeing or road- 
making, are skilful in jungle-clearing, and accepted work readily when 
offered them on high wages. But, besides this form of relief, it was 
necessary to make provision for supplying food in Lushai-land to those 
who were unable or unwilling to emigrate. Traders were encouraged to 
send up rice to the two chief marts of Tipaimukh in. the east and 
Changed in the west; the protection of a body of Frontier Police was
promised them; and two Government store-houses were opened at
Tipaimukh and Guturmukh, a place rather lower down the river
Dullessury than Changsii, and to the north of it. These store-houses
were not to compete with traders in selling, but to act as reserves in case 
the traders5 stores fell short, and from them loans were to be made to 
the chiefs, or to men for whom the chiefs guaranteed that they were 
unable to buy from the traders.

One visit was paid by the Special Extra-Assistant Commissioner,
Visits to Lusliai-land by Government Gharan Bahadur, to lipai-

otlieia .:, mukh, and two (on the second of
which he was accompanied by Mr, 

Place, Sub-Divisional Officer of Hailakandi) to Guturmukh. In the 
course of these visits it was ascertained that the eastern part of the 
country had suffered least from the famine: partly no doubt from 
natural causes, and partly because, being stronger and more warlike, 
the chiefs had stores of plunder to fall hack upon. These chiefs 
resented the posting of a guard at Tipaimukh, and professed to 
he afraid that it would lead to the annexation of tire country : so, after 
ascertaining that the traders were not alarmed for their own safety, the 
guard was withdrawn, only a head constable and a native clerk being 
left to keep the accounts of the store-house and to register traffic and 
report events. On the western side the chiefs and their people were poorer 
and the scarcity more severe; and here much gratitude was expressed 
for the assistance given by Government, and much friendliness shown 
towards Mr. Place, who was asked to enter and visit the villages, an
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invitation seldom given to an Englishman, whose visit is believed to be 
generally followed by cholera. It was ascertained that the Lusbais of 
this tract prevented the Howl on gs, who live to their south, from visiting 
Guturmukh or Changsil, and were making a profitable trade by carrying 
rice to them and retailing it at a higher price.

As the season advanced, there was no increase in the pressure felt,
Gradual cessation of taunne. f  B t.lll.e €0,ntV;U'^ a"d «^ ny of the

uushais who had entered Caehar and
settled temporarily in Rookie villages there began to return in order to 
prepare their own lands for cultivation. Cholera broke out in the 
spring near Tipaimukh, and carried off one of the chiefs, Chuoglena; and 
his village, thus weakened, was afterwards raided on by some Manipur 
Rookies. There has been a considerable emigration, too, from this part 
into Manipur territory. These events, however, did not affect Caehar, 
neither increasing the number of fugitives into it nor preventing the 
return of the famine-immigrants to their own country. It is estimated 
that not more than 1,000 of these now remain in Caehar.

The quantity of rice and paddy exported to Lu hai-land in 1881-83
,, , . , . . ■. T i • was about 18,000 maunds and 2,000Exports to and imports from Lushai- , ’ . , , ,|)mci. maunds respectively, while nearly

1,000 maunds of rubber and 425,000 
bamboos were brought down. The value of the imports is estimated at 
Rs. 61,800, and of the exports at Its. 42,700, the difference between 
the two figures being covered by the cost of freight and the profits 
of trade. Besides this, Government purchased and sent up about 2,500 
maunds of paddy, which was either sold to traders or advanced to the 
chiefs and persons vouched for by them.

The total expenditure incurred by Government on famine relief 
„ , , was Rs. 2,240: of this Rs. 1,100

was tor purchase ot paddy and rice, 
and Rs. 1,040 for boat-hire, i . e . ,  freight of the paddy and visits of 
supervising officials. Rs. 1,040 were recovered from the sales to traders, 
leaving Rs. 1,200, the net expenditure of Government, Some of this 
but not much may be recovered from the recipients of loans. The 
policy of giving grain only in the form of a loan, and on the guarantee 
of a chief, was adhered to, not so much in the hope that much money 
would be received back, as with the view of preventing too indis­
criminate application for help from being made.

In January 1883 a small party of Sokte Rookies under a chief,
Thangkoyam, succeeded in making 
their way to 1 ipaimnkh Bazar and 

plundered the Bazar, carrying off also a boy captive. Tim Deputy Com­
missioner of Caehar, Mr. Wight, was actually close to the Bazar at 
the time, but not with force sufficient to prevent the outrage. These 
Rookies carue from a village 10 days south of Manipur and managed
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to evade all the hostile Lushais on their route. The captive lad, all the 
plunder, and a, fine of Its. 450 were subsequently recovered through the 
agency of the itaja of Manipur.

Late in December 1883 the Deputy Commissioner of Caehar
reported that disturbing reports 

Apprehension at present time, January had reached him from Lusbai land.
188*‘ Khalgom and the western Lushais
were said to he much excited about the alleged murder of four of their 
people by Kookies living in our territory near Arkai Punji. Khalgom 
had sent in a deputation to demand reparation, headed by Rut ton 
Sing (a notorious character, formerly a coolie on a tea garden, who 
lias been mixed up in every mischief that has taken place on this 
frontier of recent years). It was ascertained that a great Council of 
the western chiefs had been held, and as raids might very possibly 
follow, troops have been hurried up to strengthen the frontier posts 
and patrols. The Deputy Commissioner has told the Lushais that he 
will make enquiries into their allegations, and that any raid on British 
territory will lead to their utter destruction.



CHAPTER XXII.

CHITTAGONG FRONTIER TRIBES.

To tlie east and south-east of the district of Chittagong stretches 
a tract of bill and forest, which, though now a British district, was not 
Very long ago an almost unknown territory even to those who were no­
minally in charge of it. Lying between latitude 21° 25' and 23° 45' 
north, and longitude 91° 45' and 92° GO' east, it was for long 
years entered in the colleetorate records of Chittagong as the 
kapas or cotton mehal of that district, a land of impervious jungle

and malarious climate, into which The Chittagong Hill Tracts. no m|(^ t and

live. We now assume to govern and protect 6,796 square miles 
of upland. European officers dwell amid its forests, and a yearly- 
increasing revenue is derived from its people and its products. It is 
bounded on the south and south-east by Arracan; on the north-west the 
Fenny divides it from Hill Tipperah ; west of it lie the swamps and 
plains uf Chittagong; while eastward its limits are undefined, and its 
ranges merge in the wild, unexplored high-lands that lie between British 
India and North Burmah, The tract is roughly divided into four great 
valleys by chains of hills running from the south to the north-west in 
nearly parallel lines, till they reach the water-shed between Chittagong 
and Cachar. Flowing south, the Sungoo and Matamori rivers water two 
of these main valleys. The other two are drained by north-flowing 
affluents of the Karnafuli, which itself cuts through the ranges from east 
to west. It is a country rough and primeval : the abode of nomad 
cultivators, who have a hard struggle to maintain life against the sava­
gery of nature and their more barbarous neighbours. The habits of the 
people and the characteristics of their home have been pleasantly and 
rosily described by the Deputy Commissioner (Captain Lewin) lately in 
charge of them.* It is not my intention here to go over ground already 
so recently traversed; nor do manners and customs fall specially within 
the scope of my present task. On the history of the Hill Tracts and 
the policy of Government therein, Captain Lewin has hardly touched; 
aud it is still open to me to examine this. I shall first., however, and 
with due acknowledgment, condense from Captain Lew in’s work a. very 
brief account of the various tribes inhabiting the Hill Tracts.

Captain Lewin divides these into two classes : (1) the Khyoungtba,
T . or children of the viver; and (2) the

Toungtha, or children of the hills.
The former are of Arracanese origin, immigrants from the south, and by

* The Hill Tracts of Chittagong and the dwellers therein—Calcutta, 1869.
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religion Budliists. The latter are of mixed origin, dwell chiefly in 
the outer hills, and are, in fact, for the most part savages of various clans.
The Khyoungiha dwell together in village communities, each under a 
roaja or headman, through whom they pay revenue either to Govern­
ment direct or to some chief. The whole country south of the Karna- 
fuli is nominally subject to the head of the Thru family, called at 
various times the Poang and the Bobroong Rajah. Most of those 
living north of the Karnafuli acknowledge a chief called the Mong 
Rajah. Distinct as to language and race from the ordinary Khyoung- 
tha, arc the Chukma, or Teakma tribe. Branches of this tribe are 
known as Doingnak and Tonngjynyas, and much discussion has taken 
place as to their origin and history, for which I must refer to Captain 
Lcwin’s pamphlet and the Asiatic Society’s journals. The chief of the 
drachmas was until within the last few years a woman known as 
Kalindi Rani, and the tribe jooms north of the Karnafuli towards the 
Fenny river. The Toungthas, or sons of the Hill, i .e . , the tribes who 
cultivate the higher hills in preference to the river bottoms and lower 
ranges, are divided by Captain Lew in into three sets :—

(«) Those who are tributary to us and subject to our control, to 
wit (!) the Tipperahs or Mrungs ; (3) the Kunn or Kweymi; (8) the 
Mrus; and (4) the Khyengs ;

m  Those who pay us no revenue, but are subject to our influence,
i . e . ,  (1) the Bunjogis ; and (3) the Pankhos; and lastly

(c) The independent tribes of (1) Lushai or Kookies, and (3) 
Shindus orLakheyr.

The Tipperahs are merely emigrants from Hill Tipperah, to whom 
our rule has seemed more settled and endurable than that of their own 
chief. At one time, as we have already seen, the Kingdom of Tipperah 
probably embraced a large part of Chittagong, and this fact may also, 
help to account for the numbers of Tipperahs we find here. There are 
about IS 000 settled in our Hill Tracts divided into four classes: the 
Pooren, the Nowuttea, the Osmi, and the Reang. The first two live 
near the Fenny; the third is small and scattered. The lieangs live 
on the eastern Verge of the district, near the Lushai Kookies, and were a 
great source of trouble to us when first we entered on the government 

. of the hills.
The ICumis dwell on the Koladyne river in Arracan, and on the upper 

part of the Sungoo. Living as they do near the outer tribes, they are 
more warlike in their habits than the Tipperahs and Kliyouugtha, and 
stockade their villages for purposes of defence.

The Mrus are found to the west of the Sungoo and on the Mata* 
mori They were originally driven out of Arracan by the Kurins,
There are only 1,500 of them in all within the district, and they pay 
tribute to the Bohmong in common with the other tribes of the south.

Of the Khyengs, Captain Lewin only reports that they are few in 
number in the Hill Tracts, and inhabit the spurs of the great hill range
separating the district from Arracan.

'
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The Bnnjogis and Pankhos are of common origin ; but the former, 
with the Shindus and K tun is, knot their hair over the forehead, and 
are with them classed as Foe; the latter, with the Tipperahs and 
Lushais, wear it en  ch ign on  at the hack. Together, these two tribes 
number about 3,000 souls, and live, a few on the karnafuli, but most 
to the east of the Sungoo. They are in many points like the Lushais, 
and have the same love of plunder and slaughter.

Of the Lushai tribes bordering on Caehar, I have already treated 
in detail. Those found on the verge of the Chittagong Hill Tracts, 
though connected with the clans to the north, were long believed to be 
distinct, and politically at any rate, may be considered apart. The 
Burmese call them Lankhe, and they are divided into three great septs. 
The Howlong, estimated at 12,600 j the Syloo, at ! 0,800 j and Rutton 
Poiya’s clan at 2.580 souls. They are all independent, warlike, and 
aggressive. They inhabit the hills to the north-east.

The Shindus are a formidable nation living to the north-east and 
east of the Blue Mountain. All the country south of the Karnafuli 
has for many years been exposed to their ravages. Of their position 
and internal relations we know much less than we do of the Lushais. 
The whole aim of our frontier policy has of late years been the protec­
tion of the other tribes already named from the raids of the Chittagong 
Lushais and Shindus. The whole history of this frontier is indeed the 
story of their outrages and of the efforts to prevent, repel, or avenge 
these.

These are the tribes with whom the Government has to deal in 
this out-lying part of its dominions. But it is only of late years that 
such a complete classification of them could have been given. When 
Chittagong first fell into British hands, no attempt, was made to bring 
any part of the liills under direct administration. The authorities had 
cognizance of only two hill chiefs: the one called the Phru, living
52 miles east-south-east, from the station of Islamabad ; the other, whose 
residence was 85 miles to the east-north-east, being the head of the 
Chukmas. The chiefs had paid a tribute in cotton to the Muham­
madans, and continued to do so to the British. But the amount 
appears to have been uncertain, and the Kapas Mehai, as it was called, 
was farmed out yearly to some speculator, who contracted to realize 
the tribute, and enjoyed a monopoly of the Staple in which it was paid. 
The system of cultivation common to all the liillmen is that known 
as ' joonP. A village settles down in a favourable site, and yearly, in the 
month of April, each family proceeds to fell the jungle and to clear 
enough ground for purposes of tillage. The timber and bamboos so 
cut down are fired in May, and thereafter, on the first token of the 
approaching rains, holes are dibbled in the ground, into which five or 
six kinds of seed are thrown together,—cotton, rice, piaize, pumpkin, 
or what not, calculated to mature in regular sequence. While the crops 
are ripening, the whole village bivouacks on the jooms to protect them
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from beast ami bird. Two years of suck cultivation exhausts the 
soil, and when all the good land round a village has been worked t ut, 
the people move <?» m anse to another site. Among the wilder tribes the

R
 greater part of the joomiug operation is performed by skives™captives

of many a raid and border foray, which are indeed mainly undertaken 
Id procure such labour. It is obvious that under such a system of 
cultivation the joomea can acquire no rights in the soil itself, and that 
»<>, practical means of assessing his clearing could in such a country 
exist. Hence, even the chiefs claim no property in the laud or in the 
forests. Each claims the men of his tribe wherever they wander, or in 
whatever part of the country they may settle for the time to jooni 
Generally speaking the joomeas of each clan confine themselves within 
certain rough limits, but there is no real local jurisdiction vesting in 
any of the chiefs. The forest outside the State Reserves is free to

The tribute paid by the chiefs to Government was original! v realized
Revenue system of the Hill Tracts. lri”d fct*T̂ h the ™aj f " ?5. f e ( l ‘men Iron; the several families of

the village In 17k9 the Government converted the cotton tribute into 
a money payment, and the chiefs now in turn demand from their 
joomeas a cash contribution. This is usually fixed at Its. 3 or 4 
tor each married man. Bachelors, priests, hunters, and. some other 
classes are exempt. Money payments introduced direct settlements 
with Government—contractors being abolished —and brought the Hill 
Tracts into administrative relations with the paramount power. The 
Government revenue was fixed upon a rough idea of the number of 
joomeas subject to each chief, and it has always been held liable to en­
hancement on the ground of increase in their numbers. As first settled, 
the whole revenue of the Hill Tracts was Its, 5,703-13, of which the 
Chukma chief, Jan Buksh Khan, paid Its. 1,N52 and IvumlaPhru Its. 703, 
the balance being paid by various headmen, who managed to obtain 
direc. settlements either through intrigue or as being really the repre­
sentatives of distinct communities. In k>46 the revenue had risen to 
■Re. 11,803.

The earliest notice of these tribes which Captain Lewiu discovered 
dates from the year 1 777, when Itamoo Khan, probably a Chukma chief, 
rebelled against the authority of our cotton farmer and called in to his 
assistance “ large bodies of Rookie men, who live far in the interior part 
of the hills, who have not the use of fire-arms, and whose bodies go 
unclothed/' The rising appears to have been starved out by closing 
the markets to the hill people for a time Tribes called Rookies were 
then, we gather from other contemporaneous notices, wont to raid upon 
tin plains. There can be little doubt, however, that the raiders of the 
eighteenth century were the tribes who now inhabit our Hill Tracts, 
and are themselves sufferer;; from the encroachments of the more dis­
tant clans.
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From 1790'to 1840 the Phra family, which. ruled from the Karaa*>.
fuli to theNaaf, had been under one a;A:7

if> M'v of the Fi.ru family and their ^cad, gfltUng Phru.i1) So me .time 
»senaiou3. before his death Satur-g made over

the management to his brother, Om Phru; but this Chief was so un­
popular that the family, which had hitherto lived together at Bindabun, 
broke Up and moved to different parts of the hills. In 1846 Om died, 
find his son, Komalagnio, kept possession of the family seat, though 
at first- he had no influence or. r the rest of his relatives. From 1840 
a -tale of anarchy prevailed owing 'o ' he family quarrels of the 
Phtiis which first drew the serious attention of Government to the 
internal condition of Hill Tracts. During the two years preceding 
Batting Pliny's death we had heard from time to time of sanguinary 
attacks upon villages subordinate to the Phrus. In 1830, iu 1S34, 
and again in 1 S 3 5 /such raids had taken place; the attacking parties 
being M rungs, Kumis, or Bun jog is. Before 1830 our records arc 
almost blank, recording nothing hut the payments of ’ evenu" at 
tiie appointed times. Now, however, the dissensions of the Phrus and 
the anarchy which followed brought about a series of outrages, of 
which few details reached the ears of local officers at the time but of 
the mail y of which there was an ample evidence discovered afterwards.
The fact appears to have boon that the various members of the Phru *
family took up different positions in the hills, and per; ctrated constant
forays upon each other's villages, calling in the outer tribes .to assist in
the bloody work. This threatened the security of our revenue and
demanded peremptory interference'. Besides this, however, it would
seem t hat now for the first time was Government made aware of the
nature of these hill raids. In 1846, at any rate, we got very full
details iu regard to them from Captain Plumy, the Principal Assistant
Commissioner of Arracan. The Chittagong authorities knew little
of the tribes. Most of the marauders wore Kumis or Sbindus from
the KolMyiie, and all efforts to recover captives or punish raids were
for many years made from the side of Arracan. The first expediti >n to
punish an offending tribe was planned by Captain Phayre, then in
charge of Arracan, for the cold weather of lb-1-6-47 against Kumis of the . :m
Noladyne, vho had'raided upon certain Mru immigrants from Arracan,
nov- tributaries of the Pbrus. Komalagnio thru had obtained a sore

of pre-eminence over the rest of his y
f°r defCnCB °r °°Unbry ty AC family* and to him Government . ’y

applied for information as to the ■ ' "fi
nature of the arrangements made by him for the defence of his joomeus.

(') Judicial Proceedings, 1846, 26th August, Ntw. 190 ft 101.
,1 -iflicitil Proceedings, 1816, 23rd September, Nos. 09 to 102.
Judicial Proceedings, 1846, I4t.h October, No. 8J. ...,
Judicial Proocidines, 1847, 21th February, Nos. 23 to 29.
Judicial Proceedings, 1847.. 26!U April, Nos. 137 to 139.
Judu-.s! Proceedings, 1847, 22nd September, Nos. 109 to 118.
Judicial Proceedings, 1HIS. 12th January, Nos. 160 & 151.
J udiciul Proceedings, lb-18, 24tli February, Nos. lt!3 to 176.
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It uiis found that Ills predecessors h.i 1 established certain stockades ,n..
■the uu,th on tho principal .itvs of r mb’ ffotn Arracan, aud tt i-se the b 

IGhmong Rajah (to give tlr- Pi. .1 ht- later title) new esprewn-it itmi if 
willing to repair and man. The Magistrate of Chittagong strongly 
impressed with the Impossibility of effecting much by olhi i\i meatsim,  ̂
id such a country, and believing that failure must; attend any attempt 
on tin part of Government to establish.® cordon, of out-posts «.<le*.jttafco-,y. . 
to the protection of the tracts,, recommended that the IMrmong 
should receive a remission, of Its. 1,(KH> from bis revenue on coirditimn 
»;1: Ins unolertaking the defence of his Own estate. This sum. how­
ever, the Bohmong pronounced utterly insnffiftifettt even for the b e, 
maintenance of thr Jour forts he lind, viz., Ttiba Cherra, Paindal 
Oiterra, Purdah Cherra. and Cnpnbtj Cherra. There was thiyfnu- 
t-lier difficulty. KomalagmoThru hail' nob been fonm ih ret gniaod 
as sole, Chief and head of the .family, and the dissensions ensuing or 
'tile:death of Sailing Pbn> had: not yet. altogether subsided. Any 
ijrrang'emetit iPade with him might on.y cause difficulty front bio. ; b 
iofiVisy of the other Phrns. 1 hides those ei m i instances Mr. Henry . 
Rjpkefts, the Commissioner' of Chittagong, was deputed. to Inquire into 
and report upon the whole subject, and the scheme whi ?h he submitted 
was eventually approved. It, k. sheen printed j.. length in No. XL of 
the Selections from the Bengal Records. The following is an aWtract 
of its provisions.

Mr. Ricketts held that as we luul, from the inaccessible nature of ' 1
... ............  „ , the country, no hold upon it .save

through the ibnis, it was.politic to . ; : ;
ignore the fionneetioli which any of them might , hmo? had with tli 

iff . recent raids. We most manage, through them, or not at all.. Of
i f  -everything tailed, we m ight removfe- the whole' fa roily to the plum >. 
and. try  to work through the roajas or village headmen ; bur for many ... 
reasons snob a plan was to be deprecated. We had there!ore first to 
adjust the family feuds. This could only be effected by insisting on , ; ;b ' 
iron ting the chieftainship as an 'i mpuetible heritage, sftl j >ot only to ' 
liabilities for the support-of the rest el the family A  litilc pn uUv 
brought the P.lfms to consent to this. It was agreed that: Komalugnio 
siiOu'ld bo manager and chief; the others taking office under liioi.as,.■ ■' y  j 
tehbldars or revenuecollectors for icilain clans, but ah were b> live 
together a t Blndalv.in. On these condi tions the revenue payable to 

by Government wa.- reduced to R,s.'ii5,91b—a remission of its. 1,640. ■ :M%; lb
bl’i-'-k.dts proposed that it should he formally notified to them that 
Government acknowledged no right on their part to the soil of they, 
forests, the vrho!" of which belonged to the S tate; tha t their reveniib 
shohid,not be enhanced tor twenty years, and no separate engagements 
be taken during that period from new jooine.is south of the KariuifuH; 
that they were to undertake the defence of the frontier against marau­
ders; that, should forays take place, or family quarrels arise, the manage* 
rn  nfc of the tract and the fror.ib r defence should be taken up by <h*~ 
erumi'JiL and the Phrns be deported to the plains. One argtaneoi



'bK&rhfc:forward to justify these contusions to the Fhtus is "orth  n .t- 
iKc-. I t  was the fact that t<n m#nv years raids u|»n the M'tnij P*'u 1S 
h S  been nnknown Wl.atm er, there!'n:e, they had done or laded to do
the* Lad been able to keep their own tribes » e t  control, and i.«d 
proved an i ft’.dual screen to the people ot t ie hm lauds. L was pi h  
through mu-more ultimate connection with the bill joomeas, Otting .o 
the nature ot! the revenue settlement, that we had any cognizance ot lw 
existence .of raids. But. where we realised revenue, we were bound to 
.rive ov procure safety. Mr. Itiekette first at this tune pointed out the 

■ SLb.Vly' ,,f L Kid.nl* lb . Kapas M .U I «« * * *  the w I M  
to,t ,to of Chittagong. For thirteen years, however, things Were k i t  in

, this respect in $t»U  fieo .

In the year :t,8-l*7 we first hear of the Shindus raiding in Chitto- ,
J gong. They are described as a very .

1 feliihda ou'K oi 18-1.--4S. powerful tribe of .the far interior.' . ■
over whom the Arnusan authorities exercised no control. Some proposals 
wove indeed at this time made with a view to preventing forays bum the • ;;
stir- of Amman, but they were not very premising, and • no th^g  seems 

hav. ken  dime. TheAkyabPolice had, it was reported, nil. au>toady 
v 1. Cover all the tribes on the banks of 1lm k-dadyne to u point hundred

miles from its to oath, where a, thantm. was situated, fo r aliout ufty y'-to
. ii, iles farther un they exercised a leas perfect but still appreciable con- 1

tnol. Hut this w.'-i ooutined to the immediate neighbourhood .of the 
m  ■ Hinton, a t  the furthest point to which our oHicors had penetrated (the • "y,

junction of ■ be Kulak with the Koladyne), debouched Urn n m t  nonlwrly 
- uJ‘ ibe Fair routes known to exist between Chittagong and the fifofody lie

V - u l , H e r e  it was .proposed to establish a stockade. Between this and '
thr : karma, liftv miles below, supporting posts would be re pared ; one 

V \  , at. the junction -if the Koosiiai and the Koludyue, whete was the nnad ot 
a ■'Pali' Fading to the Phrua villages to seven day- march, but all 
.1, mu- were so fearful tv unhealthy that the idea was abandoned, and 

’ ' i.hv polity of •attacking' offending. villages, when this wa» pototl/lo, vv.is .
advocated instead. As the Amman authorities attributed the tre.pin.ey ■
of raids to the en f with which staves were disposed of to ‘ the 

;b; Cluili, -one* Rajahs,” the Government made the abolition of slavery ,
a condili-ni in the nnungeinents concluded with the Flu us. > lie pstab- 
htoment of a school v,us a lso  suggesrod by Government as a desirable

i -  -step- ■ / .
The old season of 1^47:-T8 was marked by two sanguinary raids, ” 

the one on the Kaiindi Rani’s subjects, the other on those of the Phvu. ' -
''V’- , ' jjpjhe- marauders, it was clearly shewn., came Proul the Ki^adyne^ ^  /  ■ *';

Ricketts was AnxiotJfc to send a party oi armed buikuudazes on tJ.ieii ti *ul : i;
f0  fallow or. till they reached the Koladync, there to co-operate With the 
Arraoasi police and focal levies. But this plan was deemed impracticable,

'. as no 'available force could bo safely despatched through a country so 
diflicult, so hostile,, sc. unknown,

- * |  #m5: t ' , ; / tA jf C i V '' $ “ i *\i' ’ v j ;  }  ‘
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dition. which Captain Ph.’.vre had planned for the. cold 
Fv, ti. . lg47." weather of 18i6-4? was carried out

..' "  ’ ' by Lieutenant Mopkihson, then
'stant Commissioner of Akyab, in Deoero.ber 1M7.(‘) i t  was 
•eaily stated to punish certain villages of independent Runm 
■ve tine Koladyne-Thannah for outrages committed on the 
Ciiittagobg awl Arracan. X have reproduced in the Ap­
is extracts from lieutenant HopkiosonT journal, because. 1 
be1 beat description. I have come across of tin; nature of the 

eountry and of the difficul ties such an expedition has to encounter. The 
conclusion come to by the local authorities on a review of ail the inform- . 
atioci obtuinedby that officer was that, hovvev er troublesome' (die Kumc or 
the Klione r other petty tribes might be, the state of disquiet in which 
the Upper Koladyne was constantly kept whs due entirely to'the Shindos,.
(Antal this tribe was punished and brought to terms, there could be. no 
hope of permanent ttjtnq utility : and yet no feasible plan suggested

B
 itself by which this object coiild 1* attained Lieutenant Hopkiuso.Ts

expedition only succeeded by a series of happy accidents. The men 
T' comjiosing it were prostrated by the mere toll of i he march. Had they

been attacked either iu the advance or the retreat, they would never have. A A 
■ returned to tell the tale. The Commissioner of Arracan wrote time

while: seeing the evil fc . was'utterly unable to suggest a remedy. Nature 
was stronger than roan. “ Every expedition (said he) that has AT-■■ 
penetrated into the ..mountain Tango: seems to have met with more 
difficulty than the one .that preceded i t ; and having overcome all the 
inferior tribes, and established a very improved state of things as far as 
their'conduct is concerned, we appear to have arrived near the frontier 
of -a tribe, or rather perhaps tribes under the generic appellation oi* 
Shantoc (Shindu), who perhaps stretch as far north'--as Cachar and 1 
Manipur, and east to the Burmese te r r ito ry S c a rc e ly  bad InVute-
n.ant Oopfeinson. reached Aky»b, when the Shindiis harried the. friendly /. 
villages at which he bad Stayed on his visit to their neighbourhood; A 
Lord. Ualhousic, on receipt of these reports, seems to have been, more 
impressed by the hazards the force had run than by the gallantry will* 
which it had met them, and in the most cogent terms impressed on the 
Arracan officers the folly of attempting to carry reprisals into (Ire 
jungles and fastnesses of thie hills, where there.-was little to gain and 
much might be lost.

In the cold season of 1849-50, the Shine]us raided in 'the Phru
Baids of 1849-00, COf  , 7 '  . . f 11 , L ushaisgot the credit of the putragtij as

they did of every similar attack along the Cachar, Sylhet, and Chitta- 
gong.frontier a t this time: and Colonel Lister, Superintendent on the 
Cachar side, was instructed to procure reformation as to the tribe

(*) Judicial Prootediirer, 1848, lfith August, N ob. 182 to 186.
C) Judicial Proceedings, 1850, 27th March, Nos. 04-35.
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concerned, :■ m l endeavour to recover the captives. I t  is certain t in t  the 
southern . Lushuis, who Were never readied by Colonel Lister, did raid 
this year upon the Chvikma villages north of the Karnafnh, nor was 
there wantin'? an alleged cause, the Magistrate of Chittagong having re­
corded his opinion that the ■whole of the outrages in the north of the Hill 
Tracts wore due to the encroachment of the Mugh Jcorneas upon the 
territory belonging to the hill tribes. No boundary had been settled to 
the east, and it was urged that this want of definite limits led the Jooineas 

' to take up sites far within the hills, on the strength of a protection which 
it was impossible for us adequately to afford. The Magistrate proposed 
that (be OhingrecNullah running north and south to Unngaraottea, and 
between Rnngamnttea and Kassalcug the Karuafuli. and southward 
thence a nullah without a name, should lie our eastern line of frontier, 
along which we should place stockades, and beyond which we should not 
go. The idea was approved by Government but left for future consider­
ation. The whole question of repressing the predatory habits of the 
tribes in this quarter was fraught with difficulty. Captain Piiuyre, now 

. Commissioner of Amman, protested that there was no way of checking the 
Sbitidus but by marching a force into tlu-ir country.(l ) This, however, 
ho did not recommend, as the task presented difficulties!' unparalleled 
magnitude. All that he could suggest for practical adoption was to 

i nidi vour to educate the tribes by missionary enterprise. V good 
I . ginning' had been made among flic Kumis, and the banks of the 
Jvoiadjne, as far as Talakme were fast being peopled by settlers 

• , from the neighbouring' lulls. Nothing, however, of the kind was 
possible in Chittagong, where the Country was wilder and the savage 

■ tribes less accessible.
In January 1.850 an ■■attack;was made by about 400 Koofcies on a 

vjjlage of Jbomeas, belonging to Kalindi Rant’s tribe, on the Chingnia, 
it. river in the Chittagong Hills falling into the Karnafuii below 

y/.v" Rungamuttea.^) I t  was conjectured at first that the assailants came 
from Mullah's village., ihom which, as noted in 'the preceding Chapter,
Colonel Lister found all the fighting men absent when h. captured i t ; 
but this idea was ultimately abandoned on consideration of distance and 

i  . <>n other grounds. The commissariat officer, who was superintending 
1. lieddah operations in that very neighbourhood, reported that the Kookks 
of the Chittagong Hills never injured liis people on hearing they were 
( Company’s servants/ and said that they were led to attack the Kalindi 
Bain’s people by the impositions and frauds practised on them when 
trying to barter their hill produce lo r  salt and! other articles brought '

' : from the plains.
In  the cold season of 1850-51, attacks upon wood-cutters felling :i

bamboos and timber in the jungles Balds in 1850-51. , , „ -* .P .r,were reported from time to tune., ,
and there wore not-wanting circumstances' making it .matter of suspicion : r

(') Judicial Tr-■ceedingi. 15131, 30th April, Nos. 160-71.
, A ' (*) Juikial Proceedings, 1650, 36th June, No, 156.
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 theft subsisting'hi ttwui the Phru.ai’fd iiM h«Biiuli Kan* ( 1 In the police

report For the year ’K50, we find the first suggestion that the direct ( 
management o f ' the hill tracts should he assumed by Government, 
otih.ers. Radical suggestions of t-Klss kind crop up at intervals in regard 
to mod of our 1 • i’ 1 tracts only to he dropped after a desultory cal! for 
report:. In 1853 Messrs. Currie and Colvin inspected the eastern districts ; 
and the result was a revival of Mr. Ricketts' report of 1>47, and 
of his suggestion to separate the hill tracts'from the regulation d.s- - j  v 

jjp:- . ■ !rk t.
V very' full report was submitted in 1854 by the Superintendent of 

: ./ i  ’Police, {’2) reviewing the whole history of the tract- for the last twenty
, . years, so far as this appeared from

Discussion of policy. the iocal records. During the last .,■
venteen j ears there had been nineteen raid? in which 10? had h ••>.. slain-, 

fifteen wounded, ami 18® carried captive. Thu whole of these forays were 
!,-sieved to he the work of Shiml.us -r tribes from the South, an 1 
the Super: n ton dent exonerated both the Plmi Chief .and the Chnkmu 
B-aui from .11 < -mplicity, Tim Ilohmong or Rang had stockaded six 

' posts, in which hr-kept squads of ill-armed retainers. Brit it d-. i not
appear that they had ever prevented a f; id or punished raider:-). Efforts 
had. feceamade through the Arxscan authorities to ransom the captives 

yi', from the Shimlns, but without, success: and it hail been, proposed to
establish a line cl frontier posts garisoned by one Mug'll battalion; also 
to create a Jcornea police under the hill Chiefs, well armed and located 

A*; at central thannas, who should protect, their neighbours fr- iu foray* by J.>!
the outer tribes. But to this there was the great objection of ttul 

1 ; h expense, which the returns from the Kajuw Mahal would he quite ;’»V
;; insufficient to cover.

A careful, local enquiry by an officer of experience was what the
Supermini.dent most recommended.

Vww 01 f'0W“raeDt’m 1854‘ He was opposed to a separate, judi- ,
c-ial admin' tration for the tract on the ground of the difficulty of 
dealing with offenders in. the absence of all the usual appliances of such 
administration ; no jails; no lock-tips; no communications. The follow­
ing-extracts from a 'loUcr to the Commissioner show the view- taken by 
Government a t this lime (1854;:—

,\:h- It- awnfevst that ilorimt the two ’years winch mtt,wliatdy followed the nffreeweat , t.
wliiV-Vi wA- concluded liv Mr. IT BiclWtM %itkttfl Thru t'amilv v> 4' id-' were reported, 
pul lijiit sifter that |'print! they ve-commonced: anti that during the last four • jeers tliore 
h:.--c !« -- no less than ten of tbi-.-s attacks. NsMtbstandinjj that measures have been 
promptly taken on at 1-hesO occa-ions to track or apprehend ike marauders, lh*» ettort#
Pave been entirely without success.

% ____________________.--- ----— ------------ - -------- ----------- —--------------- f ,
(*) Judicial Pi'-WSedtngp, 1850, n th  December, Nos. 7S-78.
(a) Jttdicial Proceedings, 1854, I3tli April Nos. 130-59,

Judicial Proceedings, 1851, 29th January, Nos, 143-65.
Judicial Proceedings, 18,51, 20th March, Nos. 87-92.
■TuToinl Proceedings, 1852, 2fttb January, Nos. 387-94.
Judicial Proceedings, 1868,19th Slay, No, 40. • 1 ?A .piA
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iVoki the frets stated it cIpmIj  -.ppeaw that tho Fhms have altogether failed to 
kw . jor* of the »KW».,.nt’ made with them In 184?, whereby .they undertook to 

tht.- MuO- population of this tract of country from aggression and plunder : and
oilier n ‘iisure- must no'.v lie 'fioucertid for the ittaiuihent >1 this object.
On th.i question cl umrCviuc; troops into Ui hills for »l>o purpose of retaliation, 

ainiof ttierehv]»H)ishiiiKUie-»aii»cc»cerr.-ett in these oiitrafre.-, there appears to lie but 
0!ju opViiioiv 5 nil the officers V.o have c<»nsi'h red the subject having condemned any such 
proio- i, a.- not only in ail probability ratal to tbo«e engaged'in the expedition, but 
Mitv-ij u-. in its results, front vlto impossibility of reaching 1 lie tiu!ltors of these 
erinies in their remote and viacocssWu Crtstnnsses. His Lordship fully (‘incurs in Chi'- 
opinion, and is decidedly opposed to any military expedition being attempted.

With regard tp tho proposal that a boundary line should be drawn out and deumr- 
iR !v& i»teu . between tlm rewlod parts of the Uhitta-goug District,and tho JFoom tract, and that
* 1 'lie Govern inbnt should then declare itself responsili'o for the protection only of those . .

vin< (os’. uu.l boundary. Thu is uot a project, which II » Lordship thinks tan bo 
■ euteftotiiod, utaAmuch as tho Jonu trod. is, and has always been, a pur.. of the British 
dominion, and the responsibility of the Government cannot be shaker, oft', ev-r it it -tore 
n•■■.si, aide to do so ; while, on the other hand, it would be a work of exlroato difficulty 
mid expense to ley c nm such a boundary.

A notbor proposal which has been made in reference t • this object i* that an Act 
should. ••:• passed excluding this tract of country, from the operation of the civil and 
rrintimil regulations. Besides lite anomaly, however, of having two different laws pr*- 

£.»- s’ viii;’.-  iu tui same district, and the difficulty just stated of defining a boundary t . tween 
the two jurisdictions 'Its 1 . rdship concur-- •-.ith you in considering that tho practical 
inconvenience described in tho citing paragraphs of .your icport would render any such 
special h ■bslalsion nnsdvisaWe.

c ' ft must nlwavs he a matter of extreme difficulty to deter roiuo tin best mo^o of
do’.liug wilh savage hill tribes, who regard plunder ami murder as lawful m« commend.*

‘ able pursu.!'•••. oiddHil! in inaccessible fastnesses within a climate so deadly us to buy
ft * approach, rbe j)l in of subsidising the Chiefs, and e.-dis! n. the won ns soldiers or poke®!

men, formerly adopted ip the case of die hiihdbtr of Bhauguteore, nd inure rafientte in 
' that of tho li'.iokecs, bus ilwt»vi answered best j and there scorns to bo uo reason why

: this I'hui uhouid not succeed with the Siudoos and the other tribe* on the Cliitt'igona
frcntii.r, Thu Commissioner of Arracan will accordingly be,desired u. make an attempt L y*'
to (yen a negnciatidD with the Chiefs of tho Siudoo tribe, for the purpose of ascertaining 

'?• whether, by tocans of this kiud. an effectual stop cannot be pu< to these periodical ft. rays.'
Js, b.iH ver, is not a mcasuri if which the success can he counted on wuh any 

legrf" >•«' certainty. The sugge-lion which .raa made iy your; io lecessor, Mr. Plbwtmn, 
and in which .yon concur, that sui armed, police foroi consisting of .Tooiuens, armed, with 
muskets, shot tld be organised for''the. purpose of watching'the passes which lead to luj 
fjindpoa country, ami of protecting life and pniporty throughout tn>: whole of the doom ■ jjj
trtu'.t, appears io.Bis Lordship to Ire worthy o inunc.liafc adoption ; and you are accord­
ingly requested to submit a detailed plan for carrying out thi object. The < hiefs mu 

r, ;: 1 be rosponsibie, as heretofore, for giving the polbsefieyory assistance in this prevention •
. . . . oi i r , < and the apprehension of: offenders; but as the Gove rnment will.'by this measure

• ■': • " take r«i on tb-sraselves tho duty, for the perfoi-mda ŝ of which the Chiefs woTo allowed a ' •
remission iu the amount of f lic jm ua formerly paid by them, it will row bo neoesatry :

J‘, , tUat the full amount should be tvaried fur the purpose of meeting tho expense of the now , f'Sk
. (  police. 1
,, ^  i Like all tbe half-consiiderod plans which preceded it, this, would

pcern to have fallen through: for - more' than a year later iu August 
f  . 1886, wo fintt that fresh forays from the south had occurred, 'and that

no frontier police had yet been established. Hie .y«jar after{‘) wc- read '
of tho Akyab authorities ransoming a captive tor lls. 190, and duly 
presenting the "bill the Chittagong Collectoratc. I t  is little to be

(*} 1855, 23rd August, Nos.. 434-5.
1856, 23rd October, Nos. 104-7.
1S50, 18th November, No» 70-82.
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wondered at, that a-feeling of slianie at such a confession of weakness 
led both the Commissioner and the Government to consider afresh 
the propriety of offensive expeditious.

In the Appendix is reproduced 0 review of the whole question by 
Colonel Hopkins, n then Commissioner of Araeati, in which the various 
plans ft >m time to time submitted are set forth and analysed. f 1 ■ 1 . I'-V i tv g

After bonpidtring all the facts, the idea of any expeouiod was
. • abaudr■ tied : but still the raid1'- wentArrangement*. made ,n 1858. , . . ,on, and always were tne laidors

reported to have come from the Kohidyne. More and more freqvc at
they been ran as impunity was found to attend each fresh attack. (') At
last in <I:-spair the Commissioner made the following proposals :—

1. To t- -nd military expeditions into the hills every cold weather 
to punish the obnoxious tribes by lire and sword.

2. To establish combined military and police out-posts on both 
the Chittagong- and Arracan frontiers, a local levy being raised to 
man them.

:j. To supply the Poang (the Phru Chief) with amis and 
ammunition, and let him take retribution for every outrage on his ryots 

! § p f  if he could. pi
Upon this Government, after consulting Mr. Ilieketts, ordered as 

1 ) . follows :—-
<}/•'>{ ' The Lieutenant-Governor is entirely, averse to the first of the throe plans propose/?

by you, viz., that military expeditions should be sent into the hihN for, in addition to 
the extreme unhealthim* of the climate, there would 1>« great difficulty in distinguishing 

, ; between those triboB who are in tin- habit of .Committing these periodical depredations
. and those who arc favountble and fr rally to our rule. Indeed, with the almost total -.vaiit

Miything like perfect or reliable information as to I he actual perpetrators of the
f  atrocities winch it is proposed to punish, the Lieutenant -Governor y  disposed to thick

that the adopli .m fit your » heme for sending " military expeditions into the hills’1 would ;.
■ be very likely to lead te ar, indisoriminato slaughter of friends and foes ; one of the cori-

seipientoes of which would bo that our valuable elephant-hunting grounds would be « -  
tipually':disturbed, and our'hunting parties always, attacked. The probability of such a 

. result i's inCrflas.:.,! by tbc fact that the aids appear to be for ft idmost part committed by ■ .
K ’f l1, tile distant tribes j while those nearest io our frontier, who would bo the first mot- with

and attacked, are generally believed to be friendly.
R  Mpallv weighty objections exist ill regard fa the establishment oF military and

m , y, police posts!” if'rom the great extent of comm to he protected, such posts would Woes- .
Kuril v be at considerable distances from each other, and each ifould,-therefore, have.to be 

■B  uradeof sufficient strength to defend itself unaided against: any force that might-be
brought against it.. When, therefore, it is considered that the country in question is h 
forest between two and three hundred miles in length, and nearly the same distance in: -V 

W? #  breadth. and that the attacking parties sometime* number more than 80 ' men, it fe 'dear
that the establishment of posts Would involve such no expenditure of men and money, 
and. reipiire such, a length of time to nature, as to render the scheme, most dtttmult of 
adoption, i! not altogether impracticable.

Jif •■■■-; Again, even supposing the posts to have been established, the greatest difficulty
would be experienced ill keeping them supplied, in consequence <>f their distance f rom 
the frontier; tor to.be of effectual service the nearest of them should be placed beyond'

(’) 1856, 18th'December, Nos.'216-i*.
1857, 2nd January, N<-s. 160-70.
1857, 2nd \pril, Nos. 90-1.
1858, Dili September. Nos, 277-85.
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...
iVll the village* which aefciaowlodge our supremacy. The objection on account of the 
climate also is even of greater weight against the establisiuneut of posts than m tao oaso 
of merely temporary military expedition.

The last plan suggested by you is to “ distribute to the Poaog dtaja arms and 
ammunition, and to give him free permission to exact his own retribution for every wrong 
done to his ryots by the hill tribes.” This appears to' I/ioutenaat-Governor a more 
feasible plan than the other two, and to a certain extent His Honor is decidedly in favor of 
its adopted. The Lieutenant-Governor would furnish the Poaug and any others ot the 
Native Chiefs on whom reliance can be placed with arms, money, and men, and by advice 
or intimidation, if requisite, would always continue to act through them, so long as they 
shewed any willingness to afford their co-operation. The fact of the forays having ceased 
during the years 1848-d'J and 1850 speaks much in favour of the policy of working 
through tho Native Chiefs introduced in 1847 by Mr. Ricketts, the former Commissioner 
of tho Chittagong Division, and His Honor is of opinion that it would be unwise to 
abondon this policy until a change of system shall nave shown itself to be absolutely 
necessary. But at the same time it is necessary that tho nature and extent ot the 
services to be rendered should be distinctly understood by the Poang, rather than that he 
should be vested with such an indefinite amount of authority as he would possess under 
the present terms of your proposal.

The arrangements made with the Phrus for administrative purposes 
were not found to work satisfactorily; and in 1859, the interference of 
Government again became nece ssary, and with a view to protect our hill

, . . subjects from tho aggressions of the
Creation of the Hill Tracts District. £routier tribes, the Lieutenant-

Governor recommended that the whole country east of the cultivated 
' plain country of Chittagong should be removed from the operation ot 

the General Regulations, and that an officer, to be called the Superin­
tendent of the Joom Tract, should be appointed.

The Lieutenant-Governor was of opinion that, at present, it was 
out of the question to attempt really to administer the government of 
these hills. The administration should be left wholly to the hill Chiefs, 
the only object of the measures now proposed being to prevent such raids 
as the” Commissioner complains of, and to do so through the Chiefs. 
For this purpose the single officer proposed would, it was hoped, suffice.

Any such complete system of administration as has been 
established in the Souths! country was not at present to be thought of 
for the tract in question. The excessive expense of that system, as 
compared with the wealth and population oi the tracts administered, 
was in itself a bar to such a scheme in regard to the Chittagong Hills; 
for the expense of the Sonthal system, in proportion to the population 
and the fiscal value of the country, was enormous, though the Sonthals 
pay a revenue which is more than nominal. The Chittagong Joomeas 
paid only a nominal revenue, and nothing was known of the hills at 
any distance from the plain country.

The Lieutenant-Governor was further of opinion that any middle 
course between the thorough administration of the affairs of a country, 
in a way suitable to the circumstances of the people, and the leaving 
of the administration to its own Native Chiefs, was most objectionable. 
Such middle courses, as was the case with the Sonthals, were sure, 
sooner or later, to end in disaster.
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It might be necessary, thoug h no such necessity had bean shown 
to exist, not to leave wholly in the hands of the Chiefs some portions 
of the hills bordering the plain country.

In that case such portion, if taken in hand, should he thoroughly 
administered, somewhat after the Sonthal system; but the heavy 
expense of that system was a reason for doing this to as small an 
extent as possible. The administration of the rest of the country 
might he left entirely in the hands of the hill Chiefs, under the 
general supervision of a Superintendent, who should interfere as little 
as possible, except to insist upon the people near the'plains, who are 
practically our subjects, being defended from the inroads of more distant 
savages, and being prevented from making raids or committing other 
great at rocities themselves. Whatever was resolved upon, the first stop 
was to be the taking of the Hill Tracts of the Chittagong District from 
the operation of the General Regulations, which are intended only for 
people in a high state of civilization. Such discordance between theory 
and practice as appears when a country inhabited by semi-barbarians, 
ignorant of all laws, and without a semblance of courts of justice 
among them, is represented as subject to and influenced by a refined 
system of judicial administration, was hardly creditable to the Govern- 

: . ment of the country.
Act XXII of 1860 was accordingly passed, which enabled the 

Government to give to the Hill Tracts the administration suited to its 
; f condition.

Before, however, the appointment of a Hill Superintendent was 
actually made, there took place that very extended series of raids, which

Great Rookie Invasion of I860. “  kn° T c ‘TG ,*at K°,01' '* J " 'vasion of I860. In December 1850, 
rumours had reached the local officers of the Tipperah District that 
the interior of Hill Tipperah was in a very disturbed state. The Rajah’s 
affairs were generally known to be greatly involved. He had been 
compelled to dispense with the little armed force he formerly kept up, 
while his family and kingdom were distracted by the intrigues of the 
various candidates for the succession, or of discontented exiles beyond 
the border. The Rajah, besides, either could not or would not meet the 
expense consequent on the nomination of a juiiraj, or heir apparent, while 
ho left all his affairs in the hands of his Bengali spiritual guide. Early in 
January 1860, reports were received, at Chittagong, of the assembling 
of a body of 400 or 500 Kookies at the head of the .River Fenny, and 
soon the tale of burning villages and slaughtered men gave token of the 
work they had on hand. On the 31st January, before any intimation 
of their purpose could reach, us, the Kookies, after sweeping down the 
course of the Fenny, burst into the plains of Tipperah at Chagulneyah, 
burnt or plundered 15 villages, butchered 185 British subjects, and 
carried off about J 00 captives. Troops and police were at once hurried 
to the spot., but the Kookies had only remained a day or two on the 
plains, retiring to the hills and jungles by the way they came. It  was 
at first supposed that this extended movement on the part of these tribes
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was dirveied by certain near relatives of the Tipperah Rajah, and was 
intended to involve that Chief in trouble with the English (rovew- 
inent. But it was afterwards ascertained, with considerable certainty,* 
that the main instigators of the invasion .were three or four Hill 
Tipperah refugees, Tliaknfs who had lived for some time among the 
Kookies, and who took advantage of the ill-feeling caused by an attack 
made by the Rajah's subjects upon some Dftp-tang Kookies to excite a 
rising that unfortunately became diverted to British territory. Driven 
by the Rajah from bis dominions, these men had formed alliances 
among the various Rookie tribes of the interior, and, year by year villages, 
supposed to be friendly to the Rajah, had been attacked and plundered, 
v a g u e  rumours of which disturbances had reached our oars. Some of

* The following extracts from a Report, by Mr. .1, 0. Gordon, will show the state of 
, „  , l(Mn m, .  m u -  affaire in Hill Tipperah, and the causes of theJudicial Proccodiuffs, J\ovoinbot 1860, Jios. zio-4,7. wili j  wrote at length concerning an

attack made hv the Rajah’s people upon the Dooptung Kookies. I am still of opinion that 
that occurrence led to the disturbances iu the hills which terminated in the massacres at 
Rauighur and Khundul. The Thakoors no doubt used their endeavours to extend the 
disturbances, and manv disaffected .Reangs, subjects of the Rajah, joined the Rookies.
A good number of these men, Reangs, left the Rajah's Territory two or three years 
ago with the Thakoor*. They, it is believed, returned with them to plunder at Khundul.
Bn| independent of these, there were numbers of the Tipperah Rajah s subject, men 
I moan who are avowedly bis jecple, paying him rent, who secretly joined the nruruders.
Mr Steer has ably described the disorganized state of the hills, rhe fact is, teat there 
an, ’few of the hilhnen who do not suffer roach from the Rajah’s misgovennneut ilieir 
r at, of late veare, has been enormously raked, and they are, at alt times, liable to opres- 
sion of some kind. They were in a state, then, ready to join in any expedition that had 
plunder ill the foreground and possible release from the Ra jah, in tho distance.

“ i must mention that it Beeins to have itoen a very general belief t hat tho Govern- 
meat would at once make 1 Khas' He hill territories, if outrages were committed on 
its people. It lias created much surprise that this has not been the result ot tho 
massacre at Kliundul, and it -is not unreasonable to suppose that the hillmen t it, a hope 
that it might turn out so. They are, many of them, ip; constant communication with 
owr subjects, and the security and' comfort which the latter enjoy can hardly have milec. 
to appear in advantageous contrast with their own position.

“ Many of the hilhnen, too, owed money to our subjects, and so they too would hare 
tin incentive to join in robbing and destroying tin e... It is _an exceedingly diffleiilt 
matter to write positively of doings in the hills, which are indeed veiled to even our 
Nni ivo subjects. The bm informed can give, or will give, but little valuable information, 
whilst the’ hilhnen, to Bengallees, are cunningly oloso a* to affairs relating to them- 
selvof hinder these circumstances I ran hardly give a very decided or valuable opinion.
But I think that to revenge the raid cu the Dooptungs by the Rajah s popule was the 
tibieci. of the rising of the Kookies j Unit Tie disaffected Reangs and t huknitu (tho 
Kaliiidee Ranee’s people), headed by the Tlakoors, caught up tho spirit, and caused 
plunder and murder on all sides.

“ I would, iu concluding this report, add a few remarks upon a subject bearing 
directly upon the future state of our Frontier.

“ The state of Independent Tipperah calls for our interference. I  do not mean with 
a view to annexation, for that would be opposed to our present policy. .1 allude to the 
disorganized state, in consequence of tho unfitness of those in power ,n Tipperah.

» Tf internal disorganization exists to the detriment only of those midng within an 
Independent Sin->, we arc not hovnd to exercise interference, though this has repeatedly 
been the sole ground for such interference by civilized nations with barbarous ; but if that 
disorganization directly affeot the lives and property of our Subjects, interference, on our 
part, rests no longer on a question of policy—it becomes a necessity.

“ Such is the case with the internal state of Tipperah.
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the Rajah’s own subjects, moreover, exasperated! by his. constant 
exactions, were believed to have invited the Kookies to ravage his 
territories. (J)

The hillineu who had perpetrated this attack in the Tipperah District 
were reported from the first to be the followers of Button Poea, whose 
clan was known to live far np between the upper sources of the Fenny 
and Karnafuli.

In July (I860) the newly appointed Superintendent of Hill Tracts
Expedition against Button Poea. f as to!d. tlu it his first duty  would

he to gain as much information as 
possible to facilitate the advance of a military expedition to punish the 
offending tribes. Government was determined to Tead them at once a 
severe and salutary lesson. (8) In January 1861, a large body of military 
police, under Captain. Italian, marched against Rut,ton. Poea’s village.
No sooner had they appeared in sight than the Kookies themselves set, 
lire to the place and fled to the jungles. A good deal of damage was 
done to them in various ways, but beyond proving to the savages that 
their fastnesses were not inaccessible, it could not be said that much 
else was effected. At the very time that this expedition was on its 

, march, a large body of Kookies made a fierce attack upon Hill Tipperah
near a tbannah of the Rajah’s called Oodoypore. The few miserable

“ During the time of the late Rajah a. semblance of order existed. The present Rajah 
do«g nothing himself, but has for the last seven or eight years given the whole and sole 

* Beepin Beliame GosamaA management of every matter in bis territory
to his Gooroo.* This man once had but one 

idm, tho restoration of the Rajah’s finances. The Rajah was much in debt to the 
Mohajuns, and the Gooroo was determined to wipe; away these debts. This he has in e 
great measure done, but not in the legitimate way of curtailing’ extravagance, and putting 
a stop to unnecessary expenditure, but by sweeping away also establishments absolutely 
necessary. Now that the Rajah’s debts are nearly cleared off, and he has gained entire 
influence over bis master, and unlimited control in money matters, the Gooroo does not 
hesitate, I learn, to spend large sums on bis own account.

“ independent Tipperah will not become settled so long as he remains In power. He 
is a Bengalee, and gives offence, at every torn, to the Princes and Chiefs of tho hillmon.
He respects no one, and seems to st udy to estrange the hill people from him. Ho is 
faithless, incompetent to rule, and utterly unscrupulous.

“ X would urge the Lieutenant-Governor as strongly as 1 can, consistently with 
respect, to insist that that man shall no longer be Rajah of Tipperah, for such he u  in all 
but name. His name or title is even upon the teal, and our officials here hare constantly 
the mortification of knowing that they are in reality conducting business with this Ben­
galee (not with a worthy officer of the Rajah) of whose want of faith they have constant 
proof. Our Government should demand, not, only that he bo removed from office, but 
from the Rajah’s dominions, for» time at any rate.”

t  Rs. 13,700 wore paid as compensation to the inhabitants of Khundal who 
<«) Judic ia l Proceedings, Mth Jonr 1880, So. 124. had suffered : of this half was exacted from 

Judicial Proceedings, July 18ft', Nos. 31- 32. Tipperah,(«)

(’) Judicial Proceedings, October I860, Nos. 386—8.
(*) Judieinl Proceedings, December I860, No. 418.

Judicial Proceedings, March 1861, Nos. 15—22.



Burkiffidazes there stationed lied forthwith, and, after burning and 
destroying throe populous villages and a wealthy mart, the invaders 
retired eastwards. The same party, on their return journey, burned 
several villages on the Kalindi Raufs Estate, and attacked one ot our 
police posts (Knrkurea), from which, however, they were beaten off. 
They also suffered considerable loss from a bold attack made upon them 
by a, small body of military police under a Native Officer. Govern­
ment ordered the deputation of a confidential officer to confer with the 
Tipperah Rajah and compel him to adopt proper measures of defence 
against the Kookies. In July 1861, Captain Graham, Hill Superin­
tendent, undertook the duty and got the Rajah to come down and meet 
the Commissioner at Comillah.(1) He then undertook—

(1) to establish 5 frontier posts of 20 men each connected by
roads ;

(2) to establish a stockade of 150 men on the Fenny connected
with the posts by a road j

(3) to entertain 6 drill instructors for his men;
(4) to admit a topographical survey.

The establishment of strongly fortified posts served to secure, for 
a time, the northern frontier of the Hill Tracts; but in March we find 
the Kookies attacking the Poang Rajah's villages to the south, and 
advancing to within eight miles of Brindabuu itself. The Poang 
Rajah, to whom the defence of this part had been for years entrusted, 
was called upon to strengthen his posts. But anything that ho could 
do was lamentably insufficient. During the whole year the frontier was 
in a state of constant panic : large tracts of country were deserted by 
the Joomea cultivators, and it  seemed as if nothing that our police and 
troops could effect would secure them from attack. The wild and 
unknown country from which the savages came, the trackless jungles 
and rock-strewn torrent beds from which they would suddenly emerge, 
and into which they would, on the first symptom of attack, re-plunge, 
rendered helpless the best efforts of our men to pursue them, as it was 
also impossible to foresee tbeir advance.

At length in September, Button Poea, who had more than onee(2) 
„ , . . .. T, ,, r. made overtures of friendship, came

in and tendered a complete sub­
mission. Dreading probably the advance of a formidable force in the 
approaching cold season, this wily individual attached himself to our 
interests and offered his aid to us in any attempt we might, make to

{*) Judicial Proceedings, February 1.861, Nos. 119-24.
Judicial Proceedings, March 1861, Nos. 113-14.
Judicial Proceedings, November 1861, Nog. 9-11.
Judicial Proceedings, November 1861, "No. 252.

(5) Judicial Proceedings, November 1860, No. 238.
Judicial Proceedings, December 1861, Nos. 70-71.
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reach the tribes beyond him. Advantage was taken of hie overtures to 
open friendly communications with the Syloo and How long tribes, of 
whom at this time we knew nothing.

Hutton Poea’s dan, and the other two just named, are all described 
in the papers of the time as Lushais. The Howlongs were said to be 
under three Chiefs: “  Lootpore” (father of Baudoolah) and Kosai and 
Vangsang. The Syloos were also under three Chiefs : Saboong (father 
of Lai Moorah) and Lai Poitang and Sungboonja. All these names 
are of very uncertain orthography.

At first it seemed as if the negotiations with these remote clans
Defiance of the Howlongs and Syloos. WollM he f  coenfnl. Scarcity Was

pressing them close, and it was 
essential to them to get supplies from the British Territory of: 
Chittagong. They had apparently no communication with Caebar. 
The outturn of a good crop, however, rendered them insolent; and 
boastful. In September (1882) they sent to say that, though they 
had no intention of attacking Europeans, they considered they had a 
right to cut up other tribes, such as? Bengalees, Chukmas, Tipperahs, 
and Hughs, and we had no right to interfere. Our troops, they said, 
were paid by money obtained from country traders (Mahajnns), and that 
sort of thing could not last. On the withdrawal of our troops they would 
lay waste the country. To a further message, they replied that we must 
be content with their promise not to attack us—but that they would 
not conic in to see the Superintendent.

On the 20th January 1863, Sir Cecil Beadon took up the question
Sir C. Beadon" s policy. ° f frontier *  in *£?», T iar,t,'r’m the same spirit in which he bad

approached it elsewhere. It was said :—
This correspondence lias convinced His Honor that our relations with the hill 

tribes on the Chittagong frontier are carried on upon a wrong principle, and that, so 
long as our policy rests upon the assumption that the Rookies of certain tribes cannot be 
trusted until they have been made to feel our power, we shall be in danger of embroiling 
ourselves with them in another unsatisfactory and profitless contest.

Every endeavour should be made to induce the Chiefs of the unfriendly tribes not to 
come in, as it is called, that is, to present themselves before the Superintendent, either at 
Chittagong or at any other place at a distance from the frontier, but to consent that he 

I should meet them at some spot equally convenient to. both parties, and then to outer into 
written engagement* for the future maintenance of peace on the border.

If a meeting of this kind could bo arranged in such a manner as not'to wound the 
natural savage pride of these Chieftains and their followers, and if they could once be 
made to feel confidence in our pacific intentions, the Lieutenant-Governor has no doubt 
that they would willingly enter into any reasonable engagements :vre might dictate, that 
all hostile incursions and ibe apprehension of those would cease, and that the tribes 
instead of being a source of terror to those who live under our immediate protection 
would become the reverse.

One of the best means of conciliating the good will of tribes, like the Rookies, is 
to arrange an annual gathering of Chiefs at some convenient place in the hills, on which 
occasion the Superintendent, representing the British Government, should receive trifling 
offerings from each Chief, and bestow on him a present in return, and take the opportunity 
of bearing and redressing all complaints and grievances, and of encouraging bee. and 
friendly communication between the different tribes, and between them and the people of
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the plains. To attend at such meetings, and to receive a token of friendly disposition 
from the Superintendent, would soon oorne to be regarded as a privilege, and the general 
good feeling of the tribes would be enlisted against any one of them who held aloof.

A small police allowance, either in money or in kind, might be given to each Chief 
„o enable him to keep the peace within hie own limits, and to prevent his people from 
attacking their neighbours, and this would also serve as a security for his own fidelity and 
allegiance.

To enable you to see what may he effected by a policy of this kind, I am desired to 
forward to you the accompanying copy of a Repot-', from Major Bivar, Deputy Commis­
sioner of Luckimpore, in Assam, detailing his negotiations with tlie Abors, a wild tribe 
who had for a long lime given us much trouble on that frontier, and of the engagement 
he has concluded with them. The Lioutenaut-G-overunr desires that the policy which 
has apparently been so successful in Assam, may he followed out in respect to the tribes 
on the frontier of your Division. If this be done, it will most probably remove all 
ground of complaint's* to the insufficiency of the means at your disposal for coercing 
these people; and the utmost cost of subsidising them, and making them aorve as their 
own police, will bo far morn than covered by the reduction which will thus become 
practicable in our own Military and Police Establishments.

In accordance with these instructions, Captain Graham, the
Superintendent of Hill Tracts, pro- 

Gr̂ f A neg° ’ seeded to Hutton Pom's village,
and that Chief, with nine other 

leading Chiefs of the Lenchew Range, entered into binding engage­
ments to keep the peace. Messengers sent thence to the Ilowlongs, 
brought hack a document signed by their principal Chief (now called 
P Vandoolah”), his brother ‘ Sayah,’ and three other Chiefs, in which 
they agreed to keep quiet and to meet the Superintendent at Kassalong- 
in January. Yandoolah sent in an elephant's tusk in-token of amity. 
Vanoah, one of the Syloo Chiefs, also offered friendly presents. It was 
found that many British subjects were held captive by the Howlongs, 
and the Lieutenant-Governor directed that no payments of police 
subsidies were to be made to any tribe so long as it retained such 
captives. The agreement signed by Button Poea and others is repro­
duced in a foot note.*

* “ The Kookies hereby acknowledge all persons of the following descriptions living
in the hills and plains to bo British subjects, 

Judicial Proceedings, July 18*53, Am . 163-53. namely> Hughs, Bengalees, Tipperahs, (.'Buk­
inas, and such other classes as the Superintendent may from time to time point out.

" The Rookies engage to take measures for preventing any parties from amongst 
their clansmen jfijoin molesting residents in the British Territory, ot trading, cultivating, 
or travelling in the hills.

“ All traders shall have access to the Kookie villages, and shall bo carefully protected 
from all injury.

“ The Kookies shall have access to the markets of ICassalong and Rangamuttee at 
present, and to such other places as the Government may hereafter approve, and their 
trading parties shall only carry daos.

“ Any Kookies settling in British Territory shall pay the same revenue to Govern­
ment as the other hill tribes residing there.

“ In event of the Kookies having any grievance, or in case of any dispute arising 
between them and the British subjects, the Kookies will refrain from taking the law into 
(heir own hands, but they will in all eases appeal to tho Superintendent and abide by his 
ieoision.
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he following payments, half in money half in kind, were sane-

Button Poea’* tribe ... ... ... 400
Syloo Kookies (if thoy agreed to terms) ... 800
Howlongs ( ditto ditto ) ... 800

At the close of 1863, the Commissioner had a very satisfactory inter­
view with most of these Chiefs at ivassalong, when presents were inter­
changed and feasts given.

In February 1864 an attack was nude upon the Poang's country 
by armed Kookies. Itutton Poea had previously sent in to warn our 
post at K.assalong that a hand of Bunjogi Kookies had paused, south­
ward. This seemed to be the same hand. The attack was beyond our 
posts. The party passed away, and nothing more seems to have been 
heard of them.

In December 1864 the annual meeting was held, but none of the, 
great Chiefs came down. Representatives from Hutton Poea and the 
Syloos attended. Under these circumstances presents were sent, but 
money payments not made. It appeared that December was too early 
in the cold season for them to . leave their cultivation. Instructions 

• were upon this given by Government to the effect, that as the payments
were for police service and for keeping a quiet frontier, a fixed and con­
venient pay day should bo agreed upon, and the money given to any 
deputation of relatives the Chiefs might send, if they could not come 
themselves.

In April 1865 another meeting was accordingly arranged, at which 
deputations from the three great elans attended; and as they had 
preserved peace for a  year and given information of the marauding 
Bunjogis, the payments were made in due course.

In August 1865' the unhappy state of the tract of country,_which 
the Poang was supposed to protect, was brought to the notice of 
Government. When introducing a few months previously the new

“ That annually, about the time o£ the full moon of the month of January, a meet­
ing of the, Chief* and the Superintendent shall he held at ICassalong, at which the Chiefs 
shall receive such presents in money or kind as may be determined on by Government 
in return for which the Kookies agree to prevent all marauding in the hille and plains, 
and to use every effort, to capture offenders and maintain the peace.

« lu  event of the Kookies failing to act up to the provisions of this engagement it 
will be null and void.

“ Tho original of this engagement, which is -drawn up in English, will remain with 
the Superintendent, and a counterpart or copy will be furnished to the representatives 
of the Rookie communities aforesaid.

“ That the Kookies of the tribe be allowed to purchase annually lbs. powder, 
flints ft*., lead and muskets in presence of the Superintendent, or such persons as ho 
may appoint, and in return for this the Kookies will abstain from purchasing ammuni­
tion or arms from unauthorized persons, and will give any information which may come 
to their knowledge concerning such illicit trade.

“ In ratification of the above engagement, contained in ton paragraphs, the Superin­
tendent puts his hand and seal, and the representatives of the Kookie communities affix 
their marks or signature this day of 18 .

<sf§J fjj * , i , i /
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police into the hills, we had added four Government posts to the five 
kept an Ly *tn> Poang, hat it was now resolved to extend the • sysleni ol 
conneet-jd posts which already encircled the northern part of .no ml»s, 
and l<-- take, if possible, effective steps to secure I he whole of the fron­
tier line. From November to May hands of Suiiklo.r, Komis, Arrunga, 
and other tribes east of the Koladync and Sungoo annually came down 
from 1 he interior hills and ravaged the villages of our -objects. - 0 
atteprpt was ever made at self-defence- I he appearance of these 
marauders was the signal for instant flight to the jungles.

In January 1866 the Shindoos at tacked a, Mrung village on this 
jFrontier balf-a-ffay’s' journey from our furthest post (Chima). It was 
found that the Prang's guards hud not gone out that, season for want 
of arms ! The Lieutenant-Governor ordered arms to beat once supplied, 
and sanctioned a force of ISO extra police with officers to take up the 
mw Government posts to he established to the sour,a.

Just at this time(l ) the Lieutenant-Governor received an account of 
an adventurous journey undertaken in the south-east lulls by Lieutenant 
Lewia, the District Superintendent of Chittagong. A clear idea of 
the extent and. results of this tour will best he gained by a perusal of 
tho Government orders thereupon which are here reproduced :—

Iron, this report it appears that lieutenant Lew in, after penetrating to .%» eoureos 
of Dhi Suru’waiiit Mat-amorce, crossed the boundary between Chittagong and Akyab -i» 
iVtvJ'i--Tor.h on the crest or water-shed ol the dividing range rtf hills, and thence 
descended into the valley of the 1'ukyond, a tributary of the KoMyf.% and that, all hw 
.'iibseijiieut adventures occurred in the Akyab District, wly re, hitterh, he appears to have 
acted with the sanction of the Chid Commissioner of British Btmiu. The Lieutenant- 
fieverhor does not, therefore, feel called upon to notiw this part . : Lieutenant Lavvin s ..<
procafedings • but His Honor remarks that in this direction and l'or sows 60 or 70 miles 
nori it of tho Mud ho Tong Pass the Chittagong Hill Toasts are bounded by tie- \kv*b 
ppiiict and that protection from ShindU raids must be sought fpr in this quarter wtber

the action of the authorities in British Burma than from any measures which can be 
taken by this Government.

It is'stated by Lieutenant Lewin that Colonel Phnyre contemplates the appdiit- 
Uient of a Superintendent of the Hilt Tracts in Akyab, and it seems probable that this 
n.ssure, if adopted, would have a salutary effect.

A cop v of Lieutenant Lewin’s report, and diarv will be seat to tho Chief Commissioner 
of B itfehifcimn for his information i and Colonel Phayro will bo asked ut f our the 
Lieutenant-ildovernor with te  expression of bis opinion as to tin- measures he -Muld pro­
viso to .-4opt with a view to bringing into subjection the Siudhu tribes iri the upper 
vdtevs ol the K-ladvn.- and i • tributaries, and pr venting tl,cm as well as the, kindred 
tribe* on the north and north-east of the Akyab District front penetrating in o the 
Chittagong Hills and committing out rages on the villages among those hills.

The police nr rs ligaments it: i.hi* part of the frontier must, thereTon be regarded only 
as teniporurarv and provisional, until effectual measures are adopted by the Administration 
of British Burma to prevent the upper valleys of the Koladyne in the Akyab District

H B I w w '  11 r ■ ,y,
’....."* ~  .......... *.........  " \8j

(’) - Judicial Proceedings, April 1880, Nee, 84-26.
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> . i
l" *' n i i > ci i , uded by voir., the Lieutenant-G ■<mraor ’ vrou’d  bo disposed to .

tnbe "> viiiiiithe people concerned in 'the it* id* on Kong T'i4 , ;  .Uiajah i ilkg* bS> * ,
' &(i ]'.!aef! .tvli.o.aw t lw  eft$iO and the route they followed both m Mining Hod gofaag,--. .

' July u> tlio action of fm Akyftb authorities tbs: they can bo ofioeviilU 'ivaglrfed.

ftwt Huef Commissioner o! British Burma will be ashed to take such action as he

■ tho ."cue J  the' captives an! tb ■ Superintendent of ^»e lli)l Tri; 5 sbotild bo desi-vd
to o.-Operate for this purpofr with tno officers of Hie Ak.tah Jjistrict in any laensurea

'  ̂ It seems to t.fcto Lieutansnt-Goyernor to be established 1" the^coyef^ondenre in Hris

district, ought I'dmsri! to have direct diarghof the 'polioei'raid that the ' present ftri iisgee ' y :\ 
Tri’ih'wndtr which the police of the Chittagong District and of tin H U Tract* i ux lei 
ode jOistrioti tiuprrmteiidont of Tehee subordinate both to the Magistrate .of Chittagong 
HBd I ' tne Civil Supi” n ’-’iidont of the IT ill Tracts i.- i^entiallv faulty II io lion or

quartersIt Clmudergona, and^vrtli m  Assistant exercising similar power. whi« l ad- j
■(Uiirt' i’r 'i.M ho at some convenient and ealiable spot on the Sungoo, more accessible t o 1 
the uillmori Huu the sab-divisiotial. li'nid-^uayters at Cox'» Bear.

Tim Chief Commissioner of British Burma, however, reported that.

and indeed he.dcpreoathjd any hostile movement against them in oar 
' present ignorance of their country, but stated that he had recommended



the appointment of a Supori-ntimdettt of Hill Tracts and the establish- 
Wient of additional police pasts *  ^

Ou the 9th July 1.860 a raid was committed close to Khokhoong,
where:' the-Posing should have had a 

Bantam 1866. g-nard but had not, in which three
villages were cat up and eighty - captives taken. This was .an event * ' .e,
unprecedented it. the rams, and was supposed to be the work of Luskai < 
Howlongs. Two thinor raids by sections of apparently the same band . ;
were afc the same time reported; one from Kwasa Khung, a village to 
the south-east; and the other from the Kaptai valley on the north-west. ■
Ail. attempt Was made to intercept the raiders on their return home, but i |
ib was unsuccessful. It was at first believed that these attacks were 
perpetrated by, or at the instance of, Bunjogi refugees from the 
Poang’s, villages who had tied to the Lushat country of Button Poea 
to avoid the exactions of the Poang. A messenger was 0 sent up to .
Button PoeaJs village and brought back information, which made, it 
c!. ir that the tlowlongs had been the actual raiders; and that Button 
Poca was much disturbed between his wish to keep friends with ns for 
the profit thereof, and his Unwillingness to break with bis brother-in-, 
law Vandoolah. The Lieutenant-Governor called for all the informa­
tion necessary to enable Government to send a punitive expedition into 
the hills in the cold weather, directed the police to be raised to full 
sanctioned strength, and sites for posts to the south to be at once 
selected and. occupied.(J) The information obtained was, however, so 
scanty, and the position of the tribes and their strength so uncertain, 
while the force estimated by the local officers to be required for an 
expedition was so great, that the Lieutenant-Governor did not 
ultimately feel himself .justified in proposing the enterprise to the 
Goveenment. of India. There was much to do in the way of strengthen^

* The following extracts from a letter from Colonel Phsyre t,o ihe Government of 
' Iu9?» wiU show what the A u th o r itn B ritish  Burma knew at thie time of the Shia-

dat a no other tribes—(Sec also Asiatic.- Society’s Journal, Vol. XXI) : —
“ The subject of our relations with the'various hill tribW inhabiting the country ou ,

the north and north-east of Arraoar, being the District of Akyab, has >r years been ouody 
of great difficulty. Those tribes arc very numerous. Tbough all si* found in the same 
owi'eral social condition, and all apparently of the Indo-Chinese race, their hmguayei 
differ so much that they can only communicate with each other by means of a .Vo." go 
tori',no. The one used for that purpose is Burmese, which a few of the men in each 1 ribe 
generally understand. They, for the most part, may be said to live m a state of constant 
warfare." A very considerable portioi of tho Akyab District is inhabited by these races.
Tho peine al are tho Kbyengs, Ruinis, Kamis, Kbons, and 8’aindns Thor , .re 

' others, as Mrus. Mroongs, aud Khyans, which hare n«w lost their former position *nd 
power’ so entirely, that they may in this communication be disregarded.

“ Of the Khyengs, Ku.ats, and Ramis, some elans or communities who l;re in 
the • lower hills are in ere-y rc-peot subject to British rule. Others, though within the 
nominal : oundaryof the Akyab District, are practically independent. Among these latter 
are the Shindua, regarding whom .1 have now more particularly to speak.

“ I havo known all the tribes personally, except tho Shindus, for many years. The 
Shindu trihe has always been spoken of as powerful, and as being much 'eared. They

(-) Judicial Pro1 >odings. November ISOfi, Nos. 97-112.
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ing‘ our «wa position, anti faeait imo; the following- instructions wore

If any fnrthor dacoities or raids should be' committed in the 11 ill Tract* by any ■■ of 
the wihl tribes inhabiting the frontier, the -marauders should be followed at once, arafided

S t,here be any chance of overtaking them, act provided tile local officer of police have at 
his disposal’a sufficient force for the purpose of d1aekm< t-uu. arresting them,, and of 
reewering any persons or property that may he carried away. Id that ease the - pursuers 

; should- go no further than they can clearly go with safety, am! must run no cadi of
sun-rise or discomfiture.. Indeed, except under special circumstances, they phouid .hot 
advance further than to admit of their return to their post v.i'-hin two day's! In every 
case careful enquiry should he immediately made, evidence shorn i  he reoerdv-d, and 

, ail the circumstances promptly reported.

seem to extc id not, only for some distance within, ihe nominal Brilhh Territory, but for 
beyond it-. Their u-jacks up-m the -lower tribes, that is upon those residing'nearer the 
plan have of late years been more frequent, more bold, arid more destructive than 

; formerly. They have also been directed more against the tribes within the,Chii iigo.-ig
District, and not against those in virracan. I am nimble to account fo-. this chan o', 1
am not- aware of any frhirtdu clans who either pay ! r ibute, or are, in the slightcs- degree, 

mj toutrulh : by any British authority.
“ Tho reason of this extiwdinar, state of aflah* of the existence of tribe;, virtually 

independent at, our very doors, is partly the ph -deal difficulty of travelling in ihj> .billy 
country inhabited hy those tribes, and partly tho unheslthiuess of th- country, during 
.1 1 hut. about four months of the year, tor all m »  except the bill pcop - themseh a.

“ In former years I have myself lu-eu a good deal among :,!i the hill tribes except 
the Shindns. With continued intercourse, personal influonr" a-uong thorn is readily 
; vijnirotl But this intercourse must bo constant, and. it must bo personal. If fro in 
any cause it be interrupted, the wild arid fickle people soon forgot t-hoit -promise;.- and a 
chief of whom one r n  have formed good hope*,, will perhaps next be heard of as , 
heading a raid on a neighbouring tribe and killing ail who are hot. fit to he sold «s

' cajjfivfis.
j* “ It, must 'acknowledged that if, is, iu. snrac measure, a rtp;roach to ■ the local,ad-V,

mmistr." don that so little has been accomplished in repressing disorder and inspiring V , . 
tili.eso tribes with confidence, so that outside drib-• might be awed ifeto: tjUietatie, ietil -, 
inudo tribes be forced to respect, law and order. But- «» fact-is,, that a.' .iistpet officer 
getemUy has hot time; ©yen if lie possessed the special aptitude- necessary for gaining 
the confidence of wild savage tribes lie has not the time noc-cssary to bedevoted ro 
acquire ihe knowledge, which is absolutely necessary, before bis personal iufln«i:i;fe0 carl ;'.-"-:'ire 

; ... - be brought to bear up<-a stich people, Tho chances also which occur in the charge of a
district necessarily increase the1 difficulty. In my late tour up the KoMyne River of the 
Akyab District uv the'conferenew, 1 had been with the hill chiefs as . noticed by lieu- 
tinant Le-vi'in in his journal, t discovered from their statements many circumstances 
which shewed that a separate administration for these people was essentially ndedful. •
It is also necessary to shew the Chiefs and tribes who profess to acknowledge British ■■■..■■■■ 
Siipfenutny that they arc closelywatched, lin'd that while their grievances will 'bo re- 
dressed, ti' (drfau its arid cTiun-s will not he overlooked, th is likowiSeneeessarytooiiT- 
awe those, principally Slyndus, who. are now practically beyond the' arm of authority, 
and who require to be impressed with the danger of provoking vengeance, by their prey 

iti' i , datory incursions. ' ft
“ Before proceeding to si ate distinctly the. measure* which I propose in order to : 

carry out the above-mentioned objects, it will be proper to mention iny-views' in regard , ■ 
to the punishment of the offending tribe in the case now immediately referred by the 
Honourable the L-ieuten-anVCovemor of Bengal. The case is that of a Mru village, jti. 
ihe hilly portion of t.he Cbittngong .District, attacked by a party of Shiwlus, in. which 
four persons wer- killed and thirty-four were carried away. It is with- tnnoh regret 
that £ report, tIra 1-, until some special agency has- been provided, I see no possibility', of 
effecting either tins punishment, of. the offending 'tribe, or' the rescue of the captives,
The Shindu tribe appears to ho it,,.,re numerous as a people than any other Indo-Chinese 
hill rare which I know. It- extends over a largo, tract- of country. The clans era - 
independent of each other as long as they ha ve po wer to main tain independence. Their

fiff! ' >„ 11 - 1A mm
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Tf <:•!•) local poli.'O be unable t > effect an immediate pursuit but if there stil! be a 
orbbiibiatv of surprising the marauders, or of being able to retaliate upon those who , ;i ,
May havebeen concerned in, or rna. have instigated the crnne,_the teputy Comtms- 1
dioiier Tnay. ' at liis discretion, follow the mariders with a suun body ot police, but
shouici not, as a rule, go beyond two d»> #1 march from the most advanced ontpost.  ̂ 3 tie . '

• - fia'.AQ circumspection must bo used ia this as in the former case? auu the expediicon snouM ■ • - '
, not be undertaken without good information as to the strength of the party to be

attacked, the place ‘where »hoy are; to be found, and the:r means ol resistance. oi> ,i ' ;
rhese precautions the plan should be to arrange qnifcely for a surprise-, but measures of
retalktion should be confined, to the arrest of persons implicated m Urn crime or the ; ijf
abetment of, it, and to the seizure or destruction of property belonging to them An
proceedings taken in pursuance of these instructions should be reported immediately lor
the ndormation of Covermnor.it. ■

In Aii fust of this year the Poang- was relieved entirely of the .':y
duty of keeping tig frontier guards, his posts being taken over by the

If predatory expeditious appear .to be organized, as indeed they frequently arc, among tits '*
K ssraeis and: Khyta.gs',' by persons of influence, whether Chiefs or not, who coliect 
individuals hmong several clans into a wav party. We have not the mean'? for gaining ’
v dlii'i'lit inlorniMii'in to lix responsibility in the present case on any particular clan or ,
/jlliige among the Shiudns ; aud to gain that iuforu at.ion, as well as to take really 
etifvt.unl measures to rescue the caplivps, requires the very agency that is now wanting, 
and which I am about to propone, ta  attempt to punish these people at the distance 
thev are, rod in the country where they Iive.̂  1 know from my own pad experience t. >e 
lui.ilc. l\> rescue the captives is a work o£ time.

■ j I “ l)e&.>re.«tati.ng whnrl propose, I will request the attention of 'ills Excellency the '
Vinnrov and Governor (leneri;! in Council to the map of the '.District of VI yah. It sh a,vs 
thiil more thaib' one-half of that district cotisistkof hilly country, which, 1 may add, is 

' V;1. covered with the densest jungle. To tho west is rhe District Chittagong, which is now ,
the point motA threatened. ’Tv the north and north-wist is -country siiniiwly wild 
inhabited by. like tribes, nominally subject to the Burmese, hut partially afc independent . ,

V-v and is little'kno’vn as the tribes of Central Africa before the days of Bartini, Speke, and 
. ftnnt. The question is. bow are we to control such tribes, how to make them sensible 

l" that those of them who are within, aud adjoining British Territory, roust abstain from y ,
attacks upon each other, and respect all that are British subjects ? 

t". .• '‘This must be accomplished, in the first place, by the exhibition of the power to * ‘,t
pimiiih, but no plan can be'suoeessful with these people which docs not exhibit, resting on 
the basis ot force, the moral influence of personal intercourse by the European Officer 
direct with the influential men of each bribe,

“ As regards intercourse with the Shindus and other tribes practically independent, l
I should recommend that the Superintendent (to be appointed to these Hills) be directed * ;

: 1 t -to endeavour to enter into ooranmnication with them iu order, to discover the following ' ■■ ■ 
pomls:--

« First,—Whether any captives now among them can he recovered by ransom or , y','
of; , otherwise. The means of doing so poiccahl.y might be left to the Superintendent's ■■

, discretion. He might be authoriw-d to pay reasonable sums to liberate captive*.
CV?;' u iScmnd....With ,i view to thefutnre, what means should oe taken to restrain tua
‘ Rlmidn Mid other tribes from making attacks ?
■ y . " I t  is known that all those tribes depend mainly upon communication with the • . „

scu-ooast for their supply of salt, aud it may be possible by arranging to supply them , ,
regula.rlv with that article, and taking measures to prevent their being guppfftd with that 

i ■ ■ necessary of life except through the Superintendent, that •; very strong pressure might.
be brought to bear upon t-liom. This measure would probably require the co-operation ,’t ' $
of the Commissioner ol the Chittagong Division. Every facility should be given for V .

'their eolton and other produce being- brought to a deKH fit Taiakmd, or elsewhere, for 
gale by fair barter or purchase. Powder aud fire-arms should be strictly excluded Hero 
also tfi« co-operation of the Chittagong authorities will bo required. 'With these general 
i njtrncti ms I  consider that the Superintendent should be. left to accomplish the’ great 
objects iu view by s.ieh conciliatory moans aa his experience will suggest to him. It he ;

v : e- if  .cmaiders coercive measures necessary, he should, as a general rule, apply for
i ustruetjons, unless he considers an immediate example is required.’-
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iwion of revenue (Rupees 2,60 J) vInch lie had re­
nt of this duty \ is, however, allowed to continue, 
his giving' ready aid and co-operation in checking the 
ss and meeting’ the views-of- Government. I:'1

r, Rutton Poea warned us( l) that the Hbwlongs m ed i t - ;
, and steps were immediately taken to defend the 
i6w posts being established at ivhokhcong (relieving ,;y. 
d), at Matamoree, and at Singopba, Reserves from 
ere ordered up, and all our posts were put on the alert, ! 
d not, however, at this time come down.

g »  . in JueconHr (1806) it was reported that the Bnnjogk of the 1 ; ;
Hoang's country, who had suffered much from the H'owlougs, had sent 
a war party of $00 men again i them which had been beaten baok and 
va- tain? followed up by the Lushais in force The people north of 
the tiunjMo were abandoning their villages in fear of what was to 
follow. The Poaiig or Bohmong was Ordered to explain how such 
an expedition left his territory without sanction, and every available 
Policeman was thrown across the line the Lushais might be. supposed :

;?=,• to', take. Rumours soon began to pour in that the Howlongf in three
great bands were in full march for the British Districts, but no 
actual attack followed, and it is probable that panic had exaggerated

"y On the 7th .December Captain Lewin held the annual meeting
M ' O V' with the .chiefs. The result was not satisfactory. Eleven chiefs had

come in, six of whom left, before the day of the meeting t condu it ,
T which indicated a lamentable, want of confidence in our intentions. (*} ■
i  Tire .Lieutenant-Governor wok by those events, rendered the more

| K .  1 anxious to place the Police of the Hill Tracts on a serviceable looting
and deputed a Special Officer to 

| >  apn.mBow.esdeput.hon. examine locally and report what
fk i  - L'D arrangements would host serve to Secure the safety of the district.

At the same time the Commissioner was called upon carefully to review 
the policy hitherto adopted towards the Rookie tribes, and to ascertain, 
if possible, why it was the measures adopted to secure tranquillity 
had failed of success. The utmost endeavours, it Was said, ■ should,fe" :
made to open negociations with the Chiefs of the Howlong and Syioo 
tribes, with, a view to'ascertain the causes of the present movement, 
to . . trie anv feud or difference there may be between them and i ha 
tribes inhabiting the Hill Tracts under our jurisdiction, and to induce 
them to enter inlo engagements such as that already made with Itutton 

jg Poea, for assisting our Police in keeping order and preventing the
'%■ recurrence of these attacks. Every encouragement should at the same

time bo given to the Chiefs in the Hill Tracts to adhere to their 
engagements, and to co-operate with the Police in repelling their f orays 

\ £v < and pursuing and securing the offenders

(») Judicial Proceedings, December 1866, Noe 168—02.
(“; Judicial Proueodiuf:*, January J8<57. bo. 98.



The early parr, of 1*6? was nrach disturbed by raids and rumours 
of raids. Towards the close of January a marauding party appeared 
between the posts of Chima and. Khckheong and cut up several 
villages, retiring a? usual before they could be got at by the Police.
The Sungoo Valley was the point on which the How longs generally f
at this time advanced—and in February Hutton Poea. warned us ... ’i ,
again that a war party was out in that direction. Our posts were at . |\4 8 l
once strengthened and patrols thrown out. No attack followed on our
villages, hut the Rookies passed ou and attacked, the Shine.ns of
Arracan. A hand of 50b Hovvlongs was about Ibis time induced by
llutton koea ‘to turn back when en ro u te  for British territory, and to
divert their attack to Hill Tipperah. For this service Rut tori Poea
recei ved Rupees 500 reward. The raid ou Hill Tipperah was also
frustrated, il is not very dear how.(‘)

In March 1867, Captain Bowie, the Officer who had been specially 
deputed to report upon the Police of the Hill Tracis, submitted • i he

. result of bis investigations, tie
proposed to throw back to the erst* 

ward the line of posts for the purpose of covering the Sumbhooting 
and Sungoo Valleys—to mass the force in three main posts of fifty 
men each with connecting posts of twenty men each ; a reserve of lib) 
men being stationed at the Deputy Commissioner's Head Quarters— 
that a road traversable for elephants should be made from post to post: 
along the whole line;—and that various subsidiary arrangements* 
calculated to improve the efficiency of the force, should be carried out.
These suggestions were generally adopted. Myamee, Kassalong, and 
Kuugo Tong were made the principal stations, while the intermediate 
out-posts were placed at Kurkuia, Saieliul, Pharooj Plurndoo, and 
Cliima. Besides these, there were Executive Police posted at Rumghur 
Mr.nikserrai, Golabaree, Kunga/riattee, and Pola K hoe joe. The line 

} . of posts did not go further south because the Amman Hill Tracts were 
now under a British Officer whose duty it is to prevent raids from that 
qunrter.

In December 1867 the friendly chiefs of the llutton Poea elan held 
_ , „  .. . their annual meeting with the l)e, ■ '

puty Commissioner at Kas dong. 1 {My
This was a most successful gathering. Seventeen chiefs and deputies v ;
attcueded, and what wa.s more encouraging, both the Howlong and 
Syloo elans sent in before the meeting to make offers of friendship 
anil alliance with the British Authorities. After the meeting, Captain 
Lewie set out for llutton Pom's village to meet the Howlongs. Arri­
ving there, he succeeded, after some negotiation, in exacting a solemn 
oath of friendship, which was ratified by sacrifice and feasting, and in 
which fourteen chiefs or their representatives joined : lump sums of 
money were given as presents to each chief, and it was settled that

(l ) Judicial Proceeding*, January 1867, Nos. 150—6.
Judicial Proceedings, March 1867, Nos. 130—1.
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>e in lieu of all annual: payments. Early in February 
: the Syloo dan sent representatives vte Ivassalong witn 
Dieted into similar arrangements, Immediately, on the 
Im o  negotiations, tJie Kookicts of the Syloo and liowloftg*

.i great numbers to our bazars from which, for many 
months, they had been conspicuously absent. At the end of March 
Captain Lew’in went to meet the Syloo chiefs near, their own lulls to 

(htf , ratify the friendship by oaths awl sacrifice ‘as'in the How long- ease,
, , • The "Li eutonant-Governor approved of all that had-.been done, rod

directed the establishment of an annual fair, to which mi tbc 3Ixh 
Tribes should be freely invited to come.

In January 1869 an attack: was made by a large body of strange 
• , ■ hi Ilmen, on the police post of C!. irna,

i
 Raids in 1868-60. a portion of the guard stationed

there having been previously drawn off to another quarter .by a. report 
of Kookies" haying appeared in that direction. Of the ten mm left 
behind, seven were killed and two wounded, and tne women ami 
children of the• whole guard were carried oft into captivity, together 
wit h a considerable quantity of arras and ammunition, A. similar put- 
rage was committed in February m, the I f  rung. village of KlujaoaraU 
by” a marauding .party, which was afterwards shewn to havedjome from -■ 
Arraeaii. An attack was also made on the village of - Lahak, on tne 
Ivoladyue, in which many persons were killed or carried away iln- 
quiriea made it almost certain that the atrocities at Lahak were e re a - 
■ mitted by the Howlongs. Twenty of the • captives token from this 
villa' e were found in possession of a Howlong chief, who readily 
admitted his complicity in the outrage. There was some reason to believe 
that the Howlongs wore also implicated in the Chinan raid.

It was impossible to reach these tribes with any hope of inflicting.
on them any real punk,lament, except by a very expensively organized 
exneditiblt, which the requirements of the ease did not seem to -justify.

• The Lieutenant-Governor Sir \V. Grey, with all the local aut,non ties, 
was in favour of establishing a strong advanced post, m a position to 
enable the European Officer in charge of the Hills to exercise a con­
trol! in °* inHuei.ee over the tribes around (Rutton loea and the Syloos 
especially) in ■ the same way as the Naga and Gaw H ills had been 
occupied ill 1866. The Government of India would not, however, listen 
to any such proposal, on the ground that it would necessarily lead to 
minute interference and an extension of jurisdiction which was not

in 1869-70 the raids were repeated on villages in the Koladyne
valley and on a Mugh village close 

Raids, in 1880-70, to Ghitiia. These renewed attacks
led the hi Ilmen of the outlying villages to take measures for their own 
defence and .>,000 rounds of ball cartridges were served out to them 
by Government. The head quarters of the district were moved teem 
Chundagonah to ftungamattea, and the whole question ol irontioi; 
defence was once more taken up.



In 1870-71 there was but one raid in this district which was com- 
lt-iii’s m on 3 i st of December i S 70,

by a body of about 150 men des­
cribed as Lusbais, on a village at Gulungea, on the left bank of 
the Sungoo, about haif-ivay between the Chutia and Pyudoo police 
outposts. This was the earliest of the series of Lushai raids which 
marked the cold season of 1*70-71—moot of which were on the Cachar 
side and have been already described.

But although the Chittagong Hill Tracts enjoyed this year corn-
i.’,. ,A .r pa rati ve immnnitv from the attacks
Fr0nt,cl Aelmce‘ i f  the herder tribes, the disturbed

state of the frontier generally, and the unusually extensive and organized 
raids committed on adjacent districts, rendered it necessary to strengthen 
< he frontier defence of this district. A small detachment of troops, as 
well as a detachment of police from Calcutta, were accordingly sent to 
occupy and guard the most important positions, and three hundred 
muskets were distributed to trustworthy and influential men among 
our border subjects for purposes of self-defence. It was also deemed 
necessary to increase the police force, and the sanction of the Govern­
ment of India was accorded to the addition of got) men to the permanent 
police of the district, and the whole force was reorganized as a frontier 
guard. The Local Government again raised the question of an advanced 
post, proposing now to station it at Hutton Poea’s village and to patrol 
the ridge running north and south of that station and so protect the 
country inside. The Government of India would only allow a post to 
be established if it was dually decided that the permanent line of 
frontier defence and British jurisdiction was to be drawn through the 
site selected.

Previous to the raid above mentioned, viz., in the month of Decem-
ber, the Officiating Deputy Commis- 

“ sioner, Major (Tranam, undertook an 
expedition into the Lushai country with a view to open, if possible, 
a communication through it with Bepari Bazar, which Mr. Edgar was 
expected on a certain date to reach from the Cachar side. The expe­
dition failed in consequence of the opposition of Vandoola, a Syloo 
chief, who refused to allow it passage through his country. The main 
object of the undertaking was thus frustrated, though some valuable 
information was obtained in regard to the strength and locality of the 
leading chiefs of the Lushai tribe, as also in regard to the configuration 
of the country, the position of important land-marks and the direction 
of the principal routes. Lemsilong, a minor Lushai chief, who had done 
all he could to assist Alajor Graham in his expedtion, had his house 
plundered, and his village destroyed by order of tbe Howli ng chiefs. 
He was compensated by some handsome presents, and assured that he 
would receive assistance from the British Government whenever 
practicable.
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An outrage committed on a British village near Sooboolong, in the
Chittagong Hill Tracts, by Button 

Outrage committed by liutton Poea. pQea was ' reported in the beginning
of the year. The village was plundered, and the three sons of one 
Loll Khan, who was formerly a subject of Button Poea, but left 
him in 1866, and ever since resided in British territory, were forcibly 
carried off. One of them contrived to escape from custody ; the two 
others were subsequently released on two guns being pledged as 
security for the payment of the sum demanded as ransom. It ap­
peared from inquiries that the cause of this outrage was that Loll 
Khan had complained of a cattle theft to the Deputy Commissioner 
of the Hill Tracts-instead of to Button Boca: in fact, this was admit­
ted by Button Poea himself, who contended that he was justified 
in punishing “ his own dogs” for complaining to the “ salub” instead 
of to him, who would have done full justice in the case. A question 
was raised whether hill custom authorized a joomea to transfer himself 
from one chief to another, but Government did not think it necessary to 
consider it. It might be that in the hills members of a tribe were 
supposed to be under allegiance to the chief of the tribe, wherever they 
lived; but the position of Government was not that of an ordinary 
bill chief: it was bound to insist on the inviolability of our territory, 
and to protect from seizure, on any pretence whatever, any persons who 
chose to settle within our boundaries. Button Poea was accordingly 
informed that, for the outrage which had been committed. Rs. 100 
would be deducted from his allowance for the year, and that, if all the 
property taken were not restored within a month, his allowance for the 
year would be altogether withheld. At the same time the Deputy 
Commissioner was instructed to take care that desertions from the 
villages of independent hill chiefs were not encouraged by him in any 
way.

Button Poea expressed his willingness to submit to the orders of 
Government, and to bring in what be admitted had been carried off from 
Loll Kban's village; but he made a different communication to Loll 
Khan himself, and the Deputy Commissioner doubted if he really in­
tended to make restitution of the plundered property as he promised.
The Commissioner instructed the Deputy Commissioner to confer on the 
matter with Button Poea, and to try and convince him of the folly of 
his quarrelling with us about property of such trilling value compared 
to the amount of the present he annually received from us for good 
behaviour; and these instructions were approved by the Government, in 
the hope that by a quiet and firm insistence on the necessity, of con­
forming to the orders of Government, the Deputy Commissioner might 
induce Button Poea to submit himself to them.

In other respects relations with Hutton Poea continued to be 
friendly, and he often evinced his good disposition towards the Govern­
ment by giving timely information of war-parties sent out to attack 
British subjects. As might be expected, however, his alliance with us
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had created him enemies among the powerful savage tribes by whom 
he was surrounded, and he was so apprehensive of the effects of their 
hostility that, towards the end of the year he applied for a guard to be 
placed in his village. A guard of forty men under a sub-inspector of 
police was accordingly sent thither for several weeks, the responsibility 
of housing and provisioning the men being assumed by the_ chief. 
To this, as a temporary arrangement, the Government of India raised no 
objection, but adhered to its view of the policy advisable as regards 
this frontier generally.(‘)

As regards this it will be remembered that, in the preceding chapter 
, ■ , , . , 3 it was stated that in 1870 the Gov-

Polioy to be followed Ian down < ■ eminent of India ordered the adop­
tion of the same policy on the Chittagong side that it bad approved for 
Cachar—the policy, that is, of laying down a fixed limit for our regular 
jurisdiction, confining ourselves to that, and only dealing with the tribes 
beyond by friendly visits of our officers, while maintaining strong posts 
to repel attack. The local officers and the Government of Bengal 
pointed out(s) that the circumstances were different in Cachar and 
Chittagong. On the Chittagong side no boundary question arose : a wide 
gup lay between our frontier posts and the hostile tribes : and there 
was no indication as in Cachar of their tending to press up to the border. 
It was undesirable therefore to raise any question of boundary here. 
We never contemplated occupying the Howlottg and Syloo villages, 
and therefore to give them snnnuds guaranteeing them their villages 
would also create misapprehension. For the rest the policy of friendly 
intercourse had been regularly tried and would be persevered with. But 
what the local officers all advocated, os I have note 1 above, was the 
taking up of a strong advance post from which touch of the outer tribes 
could be maintained. In forwarding the views of local officers the 
Lieutenant-Governor said—•

In Chittagong, on the other hand, we are ourselves in possession of a large tract of 
hills, drawing revenue from the tribes there dwelling, and hound therefore to give them 
protection, while we prevent their engaging in conflicts with the other-tribes outside. 
The country is of (lie most difficult and untra versatile nature ; and along its eastern face 
dwell numerous powerful and savage eoiuinunities, whoso very sites are only vaguely 
known to us, who have never been visited by us owing to the hopelessly inaccessible 
character of the mountains they inhabit, and who have for generations been habituated 
to war and plunder. Wo here come in fact on ,10 flank of the races whose steady pres- 
1 .ire from the south cause* the frequent outcropping of new tribes on the Cachar frontier. 
I<’or the last fifty years or more those outer tribes have boon in the habit of committing 
raids 00 the villages of our hill subjects, who for many years wore left by us to the pro- 
to-tion of their own chiefs, and allowed to take such retaliatory measures as they were 
able to carry through. It was only in 1817 that the question of duly protecting our 
hill tracts began to be moot* d. But no measures that could be devised proved effectual, 
until it was determined in ISfiO to place a European officer in the heart of the hill 
district This measure was carried out, almost simultaneously with the occurrence of a 
most formidable incursion of the southern Looshais, who, marching right across our hill 
tracts, ravaged the plains of Tipperah itself. An expedition was thereupon sent out to 
punish the offending tribe, which was ascertained to be under the leadership of 0 chief 
called Hutton Poea. With infinite difficulty his deserted village was reached and burnt.

(l) Judicial Proceedings, September 1870, Nos 190-191.
(*) Judicial Proceeding*, December 1870, No. 17a.
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A series of posts was at the same time established for the protection of the bill tracts 
north of the Kuruafoolie, and it is a fact that no raiding party has state that time entered 
the country north of that river. Up to I860, the defence of the hill tracts south of the 
Kuruafool'ie was loft to a native chief, a subject of our Government, and this trad was 
constantly ravaged both by the Looslmi tribes and,by the remoter Sliindoos and oi lier hill 
robbers. Since 1860 a few posts have been established there, but the Lieutenant-Governor 
would emphatically declare his belief that till a complete cordon of posts is established 
south and cast of the Kurnafoolie, there can be no safety for this paid of our territory.
It is futile to talk of conciliating tribes whom we cannot oven get at. The Sliindoos and 
other cognate communities must be met by the policy of vigorous defence approved by 
the Government of India in your letter No. 6A. of the £9th October last.

With the Loosliai tribes to the east and north of the hill tracts, we have had, as 
Lord Ulick Browne points out, much more communication. Button Poea came in. and 
formally submitted soon after the expedition returned from his village, and up to the 
middle of 1806 we hear of no raids by the other two great septs of Howfongs and 8ylo>*. 
Constant efforts have been made to bring them into amicable relations with us, ami both 
Captain Lewin and Major Graham have spared no trouble to place matters on a satisfno* 
lory footing, and to secure the good-will of these clans. The Lieutenant-Governor cannot 
but feel that very scant success has attended these efforts. Since 1866 the Howlongs have 
raided repeatedly, passing at first, down the east face of our hill tracts to attack villages m 
Anueaii, and irow at last, emboldened by impunity, even assailing our police posts south 
of the Kurnafoolie. The Lieutenant-Governor concurs with the unanimous opinion of 
the local officers, borne out as it ts by our whole experience of the north-cast frontier and 
of savage tribes all over India, that to overlook or condone outrages of this description is 
sure to be misconstrued by the offenders into weakness or indifference.

■ In the face, however, of the objection entertained by His Excellency in Council
to punitive expeditions, the Lieutenant-Governor had to consider how best to carry out 
the policy of vigilant and vigorous defence which at that time met with the approval of 
the Government of India. His conclusions were embodied in my letter No. 6569, dated 
17th December Inst, and nothing which has since occurred has in any way, he thinks, 
made the measures then proposed less necessary than before. The advanced post Under a 
European officer at. Button Poen's village would indeed be the best, possible agency for 
effectively bringing home to the Looshai tribes in its neighbourhood the conciliatory 
policy upon which the Government has always acted in these hills. It would do this, 
moreover, in the way best calculated to prevent misconception, while the presence of such 
a post at the spot suggested would probably do more to prevent raiding in Amman than 
any other measure which could be suggested.

In the near approach of the cold season—the season of raids—the Lieutenant- 
Governor would again press upon the Government of India the urgent need of strengthen­
ing the hill police, and establishing the posts proposed in my letter aoove quoted.

The orders of the Government of India were as follow :—
His Excellency in Council desires me to remark that these proposals appear to bo 

based on what seems a partial misunderstanding of the policy of the Government of India 
in respect to the frontier tribes as described in previous correspondence. His Excellency 
in Council is not aware that he has ever committed himself to the statement that 
“ Government will not punish for raids,” as the Commissioner of Chittagong appears to

believe. Government is certainly* averse 
* Tn OnvommMil of Bengal, So. tats, (luted Pith on principle to move bodies of troops and

September mat). arme,t police in order to effect reprisals
for outrages on any part of our extended frontier, or to admit that, when such aggressions 
or outrages take place within our own villages, it is imperative to chastise the offenders by 
following them up for days and even weeks, within their own fastnesses and hills. But 
jtia Excellency in Council has nowhere stated, nor is he prepared to admit, that circum­
stances may not ooottr under which military expeditions may be necessary or desirable 
as the best means of preventing inroads into our territories. Past experience, however, 
has shown that, a system of reprisals which has been tried for years on various parts of 
our frontiers lias'failed, as it probably always will fail, if unaccompanied by other and 
more humane measures.

His Excellency in Council is quite prepared to admit, that the circumstances of the 
frontier tribes of the Chittagong hills are to some extent different from those of Cachar, 
and he is glad to learn that the system, to which he attaches so much value, of free inter­
course between the district officers and the tribes, has been so long tried with considerable
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success on the Chittagong side. His Excellency in Council fully appreciates and com- 
mends the exertions made by Captain Low in, who has laboured so successfully to wm the 
confidence of the tribes. Captain Lew in's previous labour* will make it all the more 
easy to give full effect to the policy which Government desires to carry out.

rt ia far from the wish of His Excellency in Council authoritatively to prescribe one 
unvarying and rigid policy in all its details over a frontier extending from A s-itn to 
Akvab. The policy to lie observed must necessarily vary in its details with the varying 
circumstances of the country and the tribes bordering such an extended frontiei line.
If, therefore, it be impossible or inexpedient to establish trading marts in the Chittagong 
hills, or to issue suanuds to the ebiefs si miliar to those approved for ( aebar. tbo8»* measures 
need'not be attempted. But while fully recognizing the necessity for such variations in 
details, His Excellency in Council can see nothing in the state of things described by the 
Commissioner of Chittagong to lead him to believe that the policy adopted m Cacluir on 
the one side, and in Arrac-an on the other, is in its broad features inapplicable to the inter­
mediate hills in Chittagong,

The Commissioner states that “ there is not, and never has been, any boundary ques­
tion on this side, and the causes which seem to have created such n question on the Cochar 
side have no existence on the cast of the hi!! tracts.” If the Commissioner’s remarks 
apply to the general boundary of the Empire, they arc true, but quite inapplicable to the 
question under discussion. Neither to Oaoliar nor Chittagong, nor yet in Arrncan, is 
there any question of the actual boundary of our Empire. But between that actual 
boundary as shown in the maps and the narrower limit to which our real authority is felt 
and obeyed, there is in Chittagong, as in Caciiar ani Arracan, a great belt of unexplored 
and unsettled country, including Button Poea’s country, and also a large tract occupied 
by the Svloos and Hondo age, over which it appears to His Excellency in Council impolitic 
to attempt to extend our direct jurisdiction.

To advance a post to Rut,ton Poea’s village among people over whom it is impossible 
to exercise any real jurisdiction will sooner or later lead to attempts to extend our direct 
influence further oast, Indeed, the Commissioner of Chittagong’s first proposal was to 
place the post considerably to the eastward of Button Poea’s village, and in your letter 
of m il December 1869, No. 0569, the position at, the village is spoken of as “ our first 
advance.” Instead of attempting to establish a direct authority so far to the cost. His 
Excellency in Council is decidedly of opinion that it would be preferable to withdraw to 
a lino commencing from the termination of the Arracan line north of Taluk mee, as 
sketched in the papers forwarded with my docket No. 1664P., dated 2nd September 1870, 
and rn&nittg bv the most convenient lino in front of our present police posts to the border 
of Hill Tipperah. To the country west of this line our civil jurisdiction should be 
limited. The police posts should be strengthened and held by an organized police guard.
They should be connected, ns far as practicable, by cleared jungle paths, which should 
be constantly patrolled. Beyond this line the tribes should be left to manage their own 
affairs . and while nothing should be done to give rise to the inference that the limits 
of the British Empire do not extend to the boundary shewn in the maps, no attempt 
should be made to establish our civil jurisdiction or direct authority beyond the line in 
front of the outposts, (treat vigilance must bo exercised to prevent the perpetration of 
outrages within this limited jurisdiction, and any raiders and offenders caught red-handed 
should be summarily punished. Should outrages occur, it will be for His Excellency 
in Council to decide, according to the circumstances of the case whether military oper­
ations are to be undertaken or not. To the east of tho line the district officers should
coniine their efforts to frequent and friendly intercourse with the chiefs and tribes, occa­
sional friendly visits, the distribution ..f presents, friendly arbitration to settle differences, 
and other measures of the kind calculated to establish a permanent, personal influence 
among thorn.

What -he best line would be is one of the points to w hich Major Graham and Major 
Macdonald should give special attention during their present tour.

To enable H is Honor the Lieutenant-Governor satisfactorily to carry out this policy,
His Excellency in Council will give instructions in the Home Department for the increase 
and reorganisation of the police as a frontier guard iri the manner proposed by the 
Lieutenant-Governor at a total coat of Rs. 94.500, being an increase of Rs. 81,152 over 
the present cost os shown in Schedule 0. of the enclosures of your letter No. 4709, dated 
21st October, ft is desirable that, as far ns may he practicable, the police should be re­
cruited from the hill tribes, and influontinl tnen of the tribes enlisted as officers or in the 
ranks.



While the expedition of 1871-7® was in the field, the local officers 
and the Bengal Government once more pressed the proposal to take up 
an advanced post near Hutton Poea’s village to protect that • chief and 
Van Poea who had committed themselves thoroughly as our partisans, 
and also to serve as a permanent check upon the tribes reduced by the 
military operations. The Sirthay range offered, it was said, an admira­
ble site, and that range with the Oheepoorn range running south would, 
it was urged, afford an admirable line of defence and patrol. Captain 
Lewin pointed out the disadvantages under which the local officers had 
hitherto lain in being entirely dependent upon Rutton Poea for their 
communications with the tribes beyond. In an advanced position he 
would get better opportunities of making the acquaintance of the outer 
tribes. The Government of India would, however, only sanction the 
grant of temporary protection to our allies as heretofore, awaiting an 
expression of the whole views of the Lieutenant-Governor on the frontier 
question as affected by the expedition.(')

In 1871-7® there was only one attempt, at a raid—the Shindoos 
attacking the frontier post of l'yndoo, but being beaten off. A 
stockaded post was established on the Oheepoorn range overlooking the 
Lushai country.

With the close of the Lushai expedition, of which an account 
has been given in the preceding chapter, it became necessary to 

, . _ „„ consider the future policy of Govern-
Policy adopted m 1871 -,2. ment wartls tbosa tribes, and the

measures necessary for the permanent defence of Cachar and Chitta­
gong. The more important papers bearing on this subject will be found 
in the Appendix. Here it may be briefly stated that as regards policy 
the Government of India adhered to the system of exorcising political 
influence only, without direct interference or control, coupled with the 
definition of a precise boundary line beyond which ordinary jurisdiction 
should on no account extend. This line was to be guarded by a chain 
of posts, and beyond it only political relations with the tribes were to 
be cultivated. In order to the ascertainment of the best line to adopt, it 
was decided, as already shown in the preceding chapter, to have a careful 
survey made of the country between Cachar and Chittagong along the 
eastern frontier of Hill Tipperah; the idea being that the chain of 
posts, after being carried from east to west along the southern frontier 
of Cachar, should turn south along the eastern border of Hill Tipperah, 
and thence be carried along some one of the hill ranges till it met the 
advanced posts of the Chittagong hills, and so down the eastern face 
of the Hill Tracts district till it reached Arracan. ft was held to be 
very important to define this eastern boundary of Tipperah, and it was 
proposed to entrust its defence to the Rajah of that State. The eastern 
face of, the Chittagong Hill Tracts was also to be carefully surveyed in 
order to the selection of a range suitable for the establishment of posts 
and opening of patrol paths. (*)

(*) Political Proceedings (India), April 1872, Ros. 169—197.
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For the survey of the Tipperah frontier and the country between
Cachar and Chittagong, Captain 

Survey operations. Badgley and Mr. Chennell of the
Topographical Survey were deputed. They were assisted by Mr.
Power, the Political Agent of Hill Tipperah, who accompanied them 
throughout, and but for whose indefatigable exertions and tact e  
undertaking would probably have been a failure. I he party entered 
the hills from Sylhet, and' after an exploration of the Jampai and 
Hachik ranges, Mr. Chennell was lift to survey the interior of M  
Tipperah, while Captain Badgley and Mr. Power pushed across the hills 
to Sirthay, where the Deputy Commissioner of the Chittagong Hilt 
Tracts had established a depot of provisions in anticipation of their 
arrival. After a, few days* rest they again started north, and made their 
way across the ranges to the point marked as Peak Z and Bepari Bazar 
on the Cachar side of the watershed, and thence to the Cachar district, 
passing by the villages of the Lushai chief, Sookpilal, and being the first 
party that had crossed the country between Cachar arid Chittagong.
The‘Lushais offered no opposition to their progress, though they were 
not by any means cordial.

The survey on the Chittagong side was conducted by Mr. Cooke, 
in company with Captain Be win, the Deputy Commissioner. they 
explored thoroughly the Oheepoom and Saichul i*anges, the two most' 
promising lines of possible defence, and Captain  ̂Lewin we also met 
by the Deputy Commissioner of the Arracan Hill Tracts, who worked 
his way across from Talukmai to discuss the question of how best to 
link oil oar line of defence with that of British Burma.

The results of these surveys, and the proposals based upon them
by the Lieutenant-Governor, may 

Proposals of the Bengal Government in pe briefly stated as follows. It was 
1873‘ ascertained that the eastern part of
Hill Tipperah is quite uninhabited, and that a chain of posts along either 
the Hachik or Jampai would be enormously expensive, and in such a coun­
try quite ineffective. The Lieutenant-Governor therefore abandoned the 
idea of carrying a chain of posts down those ranges. He proposed to 
maintain the present posts on the frontier of Cachar and Sylhet, and en­
courage as much as possible the development of trade with Bepari Bazar 
and other Lushai marts. The reports showed that Sookpilal, the leading 
chief of the Western Lushais, had been moving his villages southward 
and nearer to our Chittagong Hill Tracts, from whence the Lushai coun­
try is much more accessible than on the Cachar side. It seemed therefore 
advisable to attempt to reach and influence him and the neighbouring 
tribes from the south rather than from the north. During the cold 
season, while the surveys were going on north and south, the police of 
the Chittagong Hills were establishing themselves at Sirthay in the 
immediate vicinity of Button Poea and the Syloo tribes of Lushais.
The effect of this measure was most marked and gratifying. Captain 
Lewin was able to establish the most friendly relations with the Syloos, 
who were utterly cowed and broken by the expedition. They were said to



have become a perfectly friendly and subservient clan, grateful to us for 
our aid when they were starving from loss of crops, and anxious to 
settle Under our protection. At the request of one branch of the clan 
under a chief Lalljeeka, a guard of 50 police was stationed in their midst 
to protect them from the Howlongs, the whole cost of feeding this 
guard being voluntarily borne by the tribe. There had also been a good 
deal of friendly intercourse with the Howlong clans, and they have 
referred some of their quarrels to the arbitration of our officers. The 
Lieutenant-Governor, in concurrence with the local officers, believed that 
it was only by maintaining posts in somewhat advanced positions that 
we could hope to bring political influence to bear upon the Syloos, How- 
longs, and other Lusliais. He would work upon Sookpilal and the Western 
Lushais by throwing out an advanced post from the Chittagong side 
somewhere among the Syloos, as was done last season. This post would 
dominate Sookpilal, protect any trade route opened between Bopari Bazar 
and the Hill Tracts, and form a centre of political influence in the manner 
desired by the Supreme Government. To protect our own Hill Tracts 
from raids by Southern Howlongs and Shindus, it was proposed to 
establish a system of posts and patrols along the northern part of the 
Oheepoom and southern part of the Saichul ranges. The local officers 
desired that .British Burma should advance the Arracan Hill Tract 
posts and patrols to meet ours. It was understood that the Chief Com­
missioner of British Burma thought the Chittagong Hills should depend 
entirely on its own arrangements for defence. The_ fact, however, was 
that the southern portion of the Hill Tracts was chiefly exposed to raids 
from Shindus, a tribe only approachable from the side of Arracan, and of 
whom we know nothing. Looking to this and to the fact that the 
Sungoo valley was inhabited almost exclusively by tribes of Arracan 
origin and connections, the Lieutenant-Governor was disposed to think 
that this portion of the hills, and also the Cox’s Bazar Sub-Division of 
Chittagong, mainly inhabited by Hughs, should be made over entirely 
to Arracan, which could then make its own arrangements for defence 
and patrol. The Government of India generally accepted the Lieute­
nant-Governor's proposals, it having been discovered by the survey that 
the ranges to which the local officers proposed to advance the posts offered 
the only suitable sites for a proper line of. defence. The idea of dominat­
ing Sookpilal from the side of Chittagong was afterwards found to be 
impracticable : and the southern portion of the lulls were not transferred 
to Arracan. The most important part of the correspondence will be 
found in the Appendix.

As regards the eastern boundary of Hill Tippers,h, the Lieute­
nant-Governor proposed to prescribe a river rather than a mountain 
boundary. In these countries the tops of ranges are generally occupied 
and cultivated, and unsuited for that reason to_ serve as boundaries.
It was suggested that the Lnngai river, running between the Jam- 
pai and Haehick ranges, should be taken as the boundary line up to its 
source at Betlingsib. The line would then run across the watershed 
to Dolujiiri, aud thence along the recognised Hill Tipperah border by
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Surduing to the Fenny. These proposals were accepted and the 
boundary notified accordingly.

The year to78-74* was uneventful. In 1874-75 there was only 
3 one attempt at a raid by the Shindus
Subsequent events. which was prevented by a fortunate

accident. Since that year no attacks upon our territory have been re­
ported • but the Howlongs chiefs have maintained a generally isolated and 
dubious attitude, though large numbers of the tribesmen come intoth 
onmnl mpelinn-with the Deputy Commissioner. In Lo7o- / o Ku.om 
Poe i died and’in 1879-80 Benknia, the head chief of the Howlongs and 

X . T e n l y ,  dbd. Th„ frautic. polk, h.vc . e., .1! .shed
a line cf patrols from, the border of Hill lipperah to Auacati. lhe  
Tipperah Raiah has at last organised guard posts to protect the frontier 
lixuTof his territory and oar settled distnets beyond, and altogethm the 
arrangements for defence appear to lie on a complete and satisfactory foot- 

“  The Year 1881-83 was marked by an extraordinary invasion of 
Tafs vast troops of which came up from the east devouring the crops of 
Howlongs and other tribes, thence passing through a corner of! our own 
Hill Tracts northward to the Lushai Country and Caohar. lhe suffer­
ings caused by the devastations of these rodents here, as on the Caehai 
l i e  were very serious, and the Government was obliged to supply nee 
in large quantities both to our own tollmen and to the Howlongs to 
be repaid in labour or cash. The assistance given at this time by the
State has had, it is b e lie v e d , a good effect upon the sentiments enter­
tained towards the British Government among the frontier clans.
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CHAPTER XXIII.

c:om:;WJ8iON.. * f M

In Chapter VHL I very briefly reviewed the policy of Government ■>;*
towards the tribes of the Sub-Himalayan Border, the northern frontier, 
or Assam. While that Chapter was in the Press steps were being taken !■
to call the Akas. to account for the' petty, foray committed by -them to t,
which refei'onco-.iH there maido. Full information as to its nature and '"; . ■■
origin has since' been receive 1. The predisposing cause must be sought , /;
apparently in certain forest awl boundary-grievances} but the raid as 1
a. id fitter of fact, arose directly cut of the Calcutta Industrial inhibi­
tion. The papers contain more precise accounts of .recent inter- | | | |
counse with the Akas. tliau were before available tome, and I tan e

advantage of this to set out the ,Al*
Tko Aka Expedition of 1888-84. facts more fully. T-.ighi. the famous f

Chief of the Kapaehors, was succeeded by his son Midhi. wuo 
like his father is a convert to Hinduism. 'When a grant of land, 
was made to the Hasan KhawasTB i»T«, as related at page 35, a simi lar *  fi", <
•grant was made to the Kapaehors to be devoted to the,main ten an oe of 
Caelum priests. The Kapaeliore were .not satisfied with their grant ; :■
in 1875 they doihiMided much more, and this 'was summarily refused.
They have, therefore, never taken possession of their grant. _ It ha* : y
already been stated that they objected to the boundary line hod f
down in 1875, though they afterwards professed to accept it. Hus «,
bonrohtry line cut them off from a tract of huul claimed by tuem 
between the hills -and the' Bhomli River. Present at the demur- 
< niton on behalf of Government was one Lakhidur, the Moussadar :/ . !
or native Rev m m  Officer of Buloepara. The tribe has also by' . .^ .1
tie extension of forest reserves been deprived of what it doubtless 
considers its ancient right to tap rubber trees at pleasure. They had ' , l
further boon forbidden to catch elephants within the reserves,..and •: c
threatened, hv the forest officers with the loss of one of their paths to ‘ :. 'y,
• he plains which runs through what is now a Government forest. Such 
bring the state of things, the Deputy Commissioner of Burning deputed 
Hakhidar to procure for the Calcutta Exhibition specimens of agricul­
tural and other implements of the Akas, and to persuade some /;-■
individuals of the tribe to come down to bo modelled. Now, hitherto y
none but the regularly recognised KotoHex or clan-agents had ever U
sought to penetrate into the Aka Hills. Lakhidar, however, took with <f
kirn 12 village elders and ryots of Bah-epara and a private servant, 
and iveut straight to Mid hi l  village. The Akas declare, aud the 

■' evidence of one of the Monmdar’s companions supports the state­
ment, that. Lakhidar said h-- had hedn sent to take down to Calcutta 
a •' Tin jab and a- Rani with all their ornaments/ for which he was
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ready to pa rin- ' ; " >f - il to be fonrns at Idus demand,
alleging that, 'when they had given ornaments on foriner occasions, 
they ha<l only been partly paid; while the idea ot sending a ‘ ItiiJ.ib 
and Rani’ • to the show was intolerable to them. Any way after 
some days palaver, charging the Mouzadar with being the man who had 
robbed them of their- land, they 'sent him and his servant under guard 
to another village. The rest of the party they kept for a week, and then: 
let them go. Meantime they had despatched to th e ' plains Chan.li, 
Midbi’s brother, the. lad who had been educated at Baleepara School, 
with a party of over 100 of the young 'men of the tribe. These came'
•l<wvn to Baleepara ou the 1.0th November last, and went frolicking about- 
the hussar and tea gardens.getting liquor and chaffing the shop-keepers in 
si good-natured way. In the afternoon, however, they seized the Forest 
Clerk and the Forest Ranger, two guns and some money, and-carried all 
off td the hills. They plundered none of the shop-keepers, save one ,■ r 
opium-seller whose house they ransacked. Never’,; wrote the h eal 
officer, ‘ was a raid conducted so peaceably?. Unfortunately the A has 
were not content with calling attention to their grievances-in this 
emphatic manner. "When'the return of the captives was demanded, yy". 
they sent down four very insolent, letters in Bengali, dictated to the 
For, - Banger, making preposterous demands for dies of land and forest 
bn the plains, and a lakh of rupees compensation, announcing at the 
,-amo time the death from fever of the Mouzadar. Frontier police were 
hurried up to the spot, and u military expedition to recover the captives 
was spi -dily organised. On the 17th December 18b;3 an advanced party 
of Ihe troops crossed the frontier. The Alias hail on the 10th declared -- 
to a messenger that they would surrender the captives in twelve days, 
hut- instead of this, they attacked the advance camp on the night of the.
S3 id .'December in great, force, killing one sepoy, and wounding seven.
Whoa the troops advanced to the Tengapani they found it strongly held ,!i 
by the Aka whose clouds of poisoned a rows the sepoy a much dreaded., :
It was found necessary to wait for the arrival of the main body 'and 
mountain guns, ' On the Sth January MidhiV village, strongly stool 
ailed, was attacked and taken. The Akas could not stand artillery fire 
and fled, A few days after this the captives were surrendered," The 
Akas have been told that, if they will come'in. and submit absolutely, 
agreeing to pay any fine, imposed, t-hoir villages will not be destroyed...
Their p o m  -will" probably be kept- in suspense for iv year or two. The 1 
Hazu-n Khawa Akas have remained perfectly friendly all through.

•The experience of the expedition has shown thalj the difficulties '• 
of the Aka country are enormous. f All is well that ends well’ , and 
there is of course a strong presumption that ail expedition recommended 
bv Hi-"' local authorities, and carried to a successful issue, was properly 
undertaken. I cannot, however, for my part lay aside the doubt 
whether under any circumstances, save to avenge serious and widespread, 
massacre, an expedition into the unexplored and almost impracticable 
fastnesses of these Sub-Himalayan tribes is u wise or necessary measure.
We might possibly effect all our objects by shutting the offending 
tribe and i t s  n e igh b ou r*  for some distance on either side out from the
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plains’ markets until submission was made. In that cutt we should 
Virobaldy see the neighbours turning upon the wm comp*-Ug • ,4
: thorn to do exactly what we want them to do. On the b. _ .ui^oi 

frontier we have weft this result M ow  the adoption ot the plan su„-
w t« r  » m*™  iM h  tkit the ^  hr e mY ?£Sgrievances which will doubtless he looked into, and the lesson lias beer, 

feu Wit not to send native Assamese officials into the bills o *KP 01 
the tribes for Exhibition or any other purposes.

In Parts TI and III of this volume t have given the history of
our dealings with lire tribes to the 

fcnrtoir Of policy in continuation of 0£ the Brahmaputra and
Chapter Vlll. Surmah Valleys and to the oast of
Chittagong. Of them in 1369 l  wrote as follows in closing my 
“ Memorandum on the North-East a rentier;

"  The history of our intercourse with the Angara^ and Oa.w i* f 
tale of often repeated outrage on the one side, ami long suftenpg 
forbearance on Urn other. Succeeding on the Nnga * rentier to . 
dfete Native (Wcrement, unable to protect its subj^s, far m a  t o  
coeree its memies, it was the work of time to convince the monnbunevis 
timt the murder of a Bengali ploughman was nv-re to the British 'yv- 
e™ t  'than frontier daes.-the lined of a Caelum .swineherd, a ifam* 
that cried ter vengeance. But never, in the most troubled days ol on 
relations with the Nagas, du! the liovernmeut^hhenUcly, o r j g  
indirectly set before it. a policy of reprisal. Ther ever *ted
command b frontier.Officers and Commandants was t h is : -  CouuMo 
these savages if you can. Be persistent in demanding surrender of 
mur hirers, but endeavour so to approach the tribes, that, a basis may be 

i opened for friendly intercourse in the future. The majority the 
so-called military expeditions into the Angarui Hills were re-signed, not 
mainly or orimari!y to burn, destroy, and slay, hut to bring o ir Office s 
with safety into and out of a position in which they could per-.uallj 
negoeiate With the Atiganii chiefs. And when at length it was 'bought , , .
that all our efforts had'been in vain, and outrage heaped on outrage bad 
culminated in Bhogchand’s murder, after the one short, sharp k.son of .: s
panishnicnt, the policy adopted, not wisely perhaps but in all sincormy, 
was a policy of absolute non-interference—a withdrawal from nil mb- .-’W /,  
mate relations with incorrigible saveges. They might attend oni 
markets if they came in peace, but we would not enter their m h  ot ( -.‘H
intrude on their quarrels. Such moderation was of course misnnder- 
stood. It was too thoroughly English to be .appreciated by ignorant 
Nagw:, It would be viewed with astonishment by many more polished 
nations.

f< It failed as a policy—signally failed, Pate seems determined to 
prove that there shall be no rest for the English in India till they eland 
forth as-the governors or advisers of each tribe and people in the land.
Ar regards the Nagas, this fact, doubtfully at times foreseen,—this 
polity, dimly now and again foreshadowed,—was grasp- 1 firmly and



Ay,' . ■ carried forward persistently by tie late Lieutenanl-Governo of Bemril.
Direct control, personal influence, conciliatory intercourse,—supported 
at tbe Mine time by adequate strength,—the o wme the measures '■ r 
Cecil' Head on never ceased, to ad vacate as the only possibly successful • 
policy iti: dealing witty tall tribes. Among' the Angamis t$ps ajsten. . 
has hitherto promised well; and though it is too much to hope that all 
..nr cliiuculfii's are over, there is still sufficient encouragement to 
Government to persevere. There is sufficient precedent bo warrant sued 
attempts elsewhere.

“  It would be a mistake, to suppose: that to inflict condign punish - 
.Ate ; xuent , for exceptionally gross outrages is aoy departure from a general 

policy of conciliation. To .submit to. outrage is net to conciliate, hw» to 
provoke to further attack. But punishment has never, with the ... 
sanction of Government, taken .the;-form of mere reprisal, fjovetf’* te 

■ men! has never sent out raiding parties to burn indiscriminately Nugv ;
■.telA ' vjllageg. Its first aim has always been to discover the actual parties?

concerned i:i the raids on British Territory, arid then it has endeavoured 
to confine the punishment to those so offending. The policy of a 
Government is not to be learned from any single incident in its history.
It must he viewed as a whole in the light of its acknowledged aims and 
motives.

,r Among the Garos the task of management, was not less difficult 
than it had been among the Nagas. Wo'found thorn exasperated by 
years of conflict with the great Choudries of the plains; eager to trade 
but resentful of injury j not very apt to dhenm'. nte between the 
griping chicanery of the Bengali tradesman, and the don mgs of that 
Government whose Police kept order in the marts. The low-land 
villages had for generations supplied them with slaves and heads—the 
spoil of their bow and spear; for without these the souls of their heroes 
passed unhonoured away on the long journey to Mount Chikmung, front 
which there is no return. To check the custom of raiding on the 
occasion of the death of a chief, was to change the cardinal doctrine of 
a religion, and tamper with the dearest feelings of a Gam’s heart. Thp 
central fastnesses of these hills too were more impenetrable, and their 
bordering jungles supposed Vo be mire deadly than those of any other 
such tract o f  country. No British troops had marched across, no ror.d 
had ever been carried through them; and the people themscIves won. 
in id to be more uncouth and fierce than any other of our border tribes. 
But here, too, the Lieutenant-Governor held that a British Officer living1 
in their midst, aide to repress outrage, and ready to redress complaints, 
would do more to secure the safety of the plains than any number of 
stockaded posts and armed patrols.

“ It is noteworthy, moreover, that the one occasion of all others 
upon which the Bengal Government has set aside all considerations of 
seniority, all questions of service, has been when it has had to select 
officers ‘ fo> those Hill Tract Districts. The best man for the work has 

/..A invariably been sent there.

o',' n  THK .VOW! L...-EAVr FBOm-IEft OI; BBKfOAI.'.


