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"Tii fche.fjni'■ iJillb* there is now a fair. resemblance of order.
Kaids have ceased. Feuds are vanishing. And the dead chieftain sets ‘

' ' out on 'bis last journey, with store of food ami weapons by bis side, but' 
tvilf his faithful dog as bth sole companion. We have scotched a super- •

■! "fitifcioii, and snail in due time kill it.
“ The Khasias, who might, from their warlike character and tribal 

organisation, havi given us more trouble than any other hill people, have, 
as We have seen, been for years the most peaceable of our subjects.

j'y /f  " Jn the Jaintia Iiills the Sinterigs have received that attention 
which their peculiar system of village administration demands. These 
hi)is are now a tranquil and very ordinary sub-division.

" In North Cachar we see large communities of hillmcn living as | |
Government ryots, paying cheerfully the trivial dues demanded from 
thenr and under the surveillance of only & small police post. There is . '
every probability, indeed, that even this will be removed, and the peo­
ple left to the control of their own headmen under the direct supervision 
of the Deputy Commissioner of Car bar.

“ When we turn to the Chittagong Hill Tracts, we find ourselves 
f;.ce to face with a state of things which has no parallel elsewhere in 

. Bengal. It must not he forgotten that, as regards the bills within on* 
own acknowledged boundary, our administration has been as successful 
here as it has been elsewhere. The development of prosperity among 
the subjects of :l«e Kaiiud* Rani, the Min Rajah, anti the Bohmong, 
is as truly due to the British Government as is the flourishing 
condition of any district on the plains. It is on the outer verge 
of our own hill tracts that we come upon a disturbing elcua. at.
Tribes, over whom we can exercise no control, come surging up against 
bur outposts from the. unknown mountains of Burma and from valleys 
yet unsurveyed. Of the causes that press them forward wo know 
nothing. New names crop up. A raid by savages of a strange fashion 
of hair tells us a tribal change has taken place across our frontier, and 
w -. have nothing for it but to strengthen our outposts, increase our ..
pa'vols, and watch to see what follows. On the north, within our own 

‘ nominal territory, we have still the anomalous tract of the Lushai Hills j 
and it is open to us either to repudiate it politically, or to enter la and 

T dwell there. One way or other the decision must ere long he made.'?
There is nothing in al! this wh ich further experience would lead mo 

to withdraw or qualify. The p dicy of the Government to the tribes on i 
its North-East Frontier has, I again assert, been throughout in it; f . raftn
main features a policy of conciliation, and not a policy of repression ear * ’
devastation.t It was, indeed, in the opinion of those best qualified to 
judge, foe many year.-, fat too conciliatory to be either strong or altogether 
successful. Even after our officers w ere located in the Naga and Garo

* The words should 1 uve 1>eei inserted —“ So tar as our influence extends.”
t I speak of tlie policy of the Government us such.
Tire action of local at thorities may not always perliaj* have bee- in fall ac cordance 

with this.

I



Hills, it  was long’ ere they were formally allowed to assert them* .-t-n as 
representatives of a paramount power, to repress intortribal msssaore 
and outrage, .andenforce' a regime of ovilization and police, Their 
duty was declared to be the prevention, as fur as possible, of r.i'ds upon 
the plains,-and the cultivation of friendly relations with the independent 

..savage around them. It must be confessed that the Bengal Govern­
ment bad not in 1,869 fully realized the limitations placed upon-the sys­
tem of direct management which both Sir Cecil Beadou and Sir William 
Grey bod strenuously advocated,—Sir W. Grey even more decidedly than 
Sir 'Cecil Beadon. It was only in 1870 and 1871 that the Supreme Gov- 
ernment (leclrvred in nnimstal’cable trruis its desire to assert, uo positive 
jurisdiction over com muni ties not actually within the limits of our 
settled districts. In the Garo Hills, surrounded as these were on all 
sides by British territory, departure from this policy had almost 
immed iately to be sanctioned. Tire Supreme Government, had there 
allowed, to start with, acceptance of submission voluntarily offered, 
and in 1872 event* compelled the frank adoption of .measures, of oom- 
plete subjugation. But in the 'Naga. Hills it was for year's reluctant to 
undertake anything like coercion, or even to sanction a policy of gradual 
absorption. In 1874 Captain Johnstone’s action in extending protection;

, to communities-'which .tendered revenue was very, reluctantly approved ;
and then only with repeated warnings to avoid engagements to villages 
at any distance from his head-quarters. With the establishment of the 
Chief Comrnissionership of Assam and the Immediate subordination of 
the Assam Administration: to the Supreme Government, the views of the 
local officers began to carry greater weight, and the advocates of a forward . 
policy obtained a more favourable bearing : until, in 1877, both the 
Government of India and the Secretary of State came finally and 
resolutely to the determination to advance the head-quarters of the 
P litical Officer in the Naga Hills to a central and dominating position 
ii. the midst of the warring Angami clan.--—and to do away absolutely 
and for ever with the slate of tribal anarchy that disgraced the so-called 
Hills District, and formed a standing menace to the peace of Oaehar, 
Seebsaugor and Nowgong. Those of us who long ago contended that 
in no other way could permanent security be won, may rest content 
with the eventual triumph of their views; but we may perhaps be 
pardoned a passing expression of regret that so many l iv e  should 
have been lost and so many valuable years been wasted, wnile the vain 
endeavour was being made to shirk the full burden of responsibility 
imposed on us by local circumstances and by the high necessities 
of our paramount position. Even now it cannot safety be assumed 
that the arbitrary line which bounds our present'jurisdiction to the 
east of the Angami country will long .suffice. We have left outside; 
the sphere of our direct control not a few tribes o f , Nag.is, who 
may still prove troublesome to both hills and plains ; and I for one
.believe that we shall only find'.permanent, peace when we have brought 
under our sway the whole of the Naga border up to the very summit 
of the great water-pent which bounds the Brititish territory to f:besouth 
of - the. 'Assam Valley. There is no need, however, now to hurry matters
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unduly. We have secured ami strongly oeceupiod tin' tmvl of the 
„mn' we have settled the limits of Manipnri interference; and 
V, <• have, it may be hoped, effectively prot voted the tea.planters and cult - 
vurorsof the 'plains from outrage and plunder, lor the vest we. can 
afford to wait, until the consolidation of our rule over the Angamt 
villages warrants the extension of supremacy, of police, and of eiyih- 
sntion, among the tubes that are for the present left outside the Hills
District

As regards the Lushai country, on the information available in 
1871 it seemed to many of us desirable even then to treat it precisely 
in the same way as theNaga, Khasl, and Garo Hills. This view was 
almost naturnily suggested by a consideration of the striking analogies 
between its local position and tlmirs. It did not appear tolerab n 
that, a tract of unexplored barbarism should permanently thrust itse.lt 
uii between the British'-districts of Caehar and Chittagong and the two 
protected States of Tipperah and Manipur. The Government of 
India preferred, however, on the knowledge of the country gained by 
the etpeditions of 18:714a, aud by the attendant -or subsequent 
surveys, to confine itself for the present to a strictly defensive policy.
The LushaiH themselves both north and south received at that feme 
» Salutary lesson which they have not yet altogether forgotten. On 
the Chittagong' side our posts and patrols were at last advanced to a 
position where they form nil effective defensive line as against the outer 
ti-ijxis to their east and south, and are also within striking distance of 
bomo lit least of the tribes living bet ween Chittagong and Caehar.
The frontier of Sylhet and ( .debar is strongly garrisoned by a chain of 
protective stockades, while considerable progress has been made 
in tfio opening of c frontier trade and in the extension of inter­
course with the nearer chiefs and elans. But the situation is still 
i venture to think very far from satisfactory. The eiamun'ties that 
we know are being pressed upon from the south-east by communities 
of which little or nothing is known. The history of the past tells ns , ;
that they must, sooner or later, be driven up to or across. cur hordei ; f
and there is among them no paramount chief or dominant tribe that 
we could recognise and support, or entrust with the task of consolidat­
ing the scattered clans, to form an effective outwork against tins grow­
ing movement from the south. It is not, therefore, beyond the bounds 
of possibility that we may ere long have ourselves to go in and occupy 
in force this land of the Lushais, in. order to superintend effectively 
the set dement of the various tribal units, to prevent a regime of tribal 
massacre upon our border, and to obviate all risk of outrage upon the 
s.,tiled district of Caehar. The task ought not after all to prove either 
diiiieulf :>r costly;. and no one can look at the map and fail to see that 
the Fort of Chittagong is destined to be some day the proper outlet for 
the tea rod Caehar' and the products of Manipur, arid the source from 
which the Surmah Valley must draw those supplementary supplies of 
food which its yearly growing population will more and more require.
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APPENDIX A. .

WELSH’S REPORT ON ASSAM, 1794— (fade 3).

F r o m  C apta in  W e l sh , to  E d w a r d  H a t ,
Esq., Secretary to Government, dated 6th
February 1794.
In obedience to the ordere of the Honour­

able the Governor General in Council, I 
lose no time in replying to the questions 
proposed in your letter of tbo 6th ultimo.

The information transmitted is, I may 
venture to say, correct in the most material 
points,

1st Question.
“ What form of government subsisted Notes by Mr. D. Scott.

in Assam previous to your arrival there.
In replying to this query yon are to specify, 
as far as may be in your power, the relative 
degree of authority possessed by the Rajah 
and the different Chiefs.”

Answer to 1st Question.
At the period in question a subversion 

of all regular fjoverninent had taken place, 
but the question involves the ancient form 
of government and the most important al­
terations which it may have experienced.
At present the outlines of the system will 
suffice for the information of the Board ; it 
deservos a minute detail at a period of more 
leisure.

The right of conquest bad vested the 
dominion of this Kingdom in the race of 
Burgee Beo and the descendants of the 
principal associates of fjlookupah, the ori­
ginal conqueror. The form of government 
was consequently monarchical and aristo- 
oratical.

The m onarchy was possessed b y  tile  dos- In early times the succession appears to have 
cendauts of Sookapah, o W .£

Monarchy. being partly  hereditary Other of the four soils of Roodru Singh is said
and partly elective. It to have originated in the death-bed injunction

w<wlit»rv in < h« fraternal line In of th»t Monarch. It was not wmwnal Mr thewas hereditary m M  iraiernai line...in  re, , King t0 appoint a successor, nod it . »
failure of brotherŝ  in the direct line of the the practice to disqualify other member* of the
Monarch’s sons ; in failure of these in the family from reigning by causing a slight wound
Rrm<? of tho brothers next in eeniority. to be inflicted upon them which was considered
Beyond this l“  e aSocmcy everciid ““ °f
a latitude of 'election among the nearest 
relations of the late monarch with soma 
attention to the claims of nearer consan­
guinity, but more to those of personal merit.
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Notes by Mr. I). Scott.
The Monarch was tho first ex ecu tiv e  offi- ,2 . 'With exception to Eojai grants and the 

cer an d  presided over every departm ent o f
the* ktate. Ho distributed honors, titles, amongst a comparatively small number of indi-
and offices, without the concurrence, but viduals such as seen in ‘ the feudal countries of
not without the couneil of the arietocmcgr. " r S ? i f i l
xie was not lord of the soil, but would all- or peasants owinjr service to the State to whom
enate lands for the legal tenure of which it is allotted. Waste laud - ml*ht bo wdaiuied
the possessor had no written doeumente.
Alt uncultivated land was entirely at his thus be acquired, subject, however, if held with-
disposal. He possessed no power over the out a grant from the King, to an agrarian law
lives  and n m n ertv  of h is  suh ieets  H a  which rendered the whole of the transplantedliv e , an a  property or m s  suDjoow. M e  ^  1W)te t ,  division amongst,
Coaid not make peace ana war Without tho the pjkos, on a new census taking place, in case
concurrouee of the aristocraay. Be treated there should he an in.uflhrk-.ior of waste laud 
with foreign powers by his own ambassadors & « * £ « £ £ ; .  1
and in his own name, but with the previous of Un()t weF0 not subjected to this law, nor wu*
concurrence of the aristocracy. In the ground that had been occupied for a great length,
public councils, he possessed the privilege cf «“*? *n,J inherited or tranaftmd from one. .ij w , r * , fo party to another for a valuable consideration.01 a Casting VOlCe, ill executing sentence band of the latter description called pvyeetriek,
of death on a. criminal liis order alone would or ancestoral, was not subject to the paytm.nt
sanction a form by which the crim in a l's  of rerowe until the reign of Kmol«Mur, whenpi , i 0  , a tax In kind was imposed on it equal to fromblood HUght be shed. He alone coined 6 }0 saunas per Bengal baegah. It in believed
money. His person was sacred. that no estate of this kind exists exceeding iu

extent 200 Bengal beegahs, and that no individual 
in the country is possessed altogether of 000 
beegah.3 of such land of roopeet quality.

3. Tho authority of the King was in practice 
probably much more despotic than is here repre­
sented, and it would not appear from the history 
of the country that the aristocracy bad any legal 
means of preventing the execution of his wishes, 
the ouly remedy scorning, to have consisted in

The aristocracy, or Patrah-Muntree, was «“ actual exercise .if their power of devosls*
v 5 ,.,vvv a  e n  n  him in case of gross irnseonduet and neglect of

Aristooncv composed of th ree Go- their advice. It ia to be regretted that the hi*
’’ hams and the two Prime torietl work to which I have had access treats

Ministers o f state T h e  with greet brevity of those reigns in which no
T ,. ; .  V  » .  TV n  ,  troubles occurred, aud in which the Princes maythree Gohains or l  atrah were the Bum he supposed to have acted in coOetlfallooal mao.

ratran (jronam, Burh (ioham, and Boors>1 but when it  don afford »u,v insight into
Gohain. They were permanent and b ered i- difference of opinion between the King and his 
t f y  counsellors of State little inferior to
tho Monarch m rank. On all occasions Prince in some cases dismissing and putting to
their counsel, and on all important affairs death tho Gohains, and- the latter frisjoeutly
their concurrence, were indispensable. They treating then-master nt the like manner,

lriw!lTnmfh W ^ l narf -  and00(Uld d£'POSe n L  p l % 2 T A $  'the*him in the instance of moapicity or great of these precedents. Only three—the deposala of
delinquency- Some doubt, however, exists of Sooram Pha> Sooching I*ha, and Soonyut Pha—
their legal power Of depositiou can be considered as having anything of the® * * * character of deliberate acts of the great Council

of Slate; while from tho circumstance of all of' 
these instances having occurred within a period 

% * of thirty y ears, and two of them ia t he time of the
same Boorah Gohain, there aeenMt to be some 

.  ground for tho doubts here expressed as to the
legality of tho proceedings in question.

In the provinces allotted to each, they 
exercised most of the independent rights of 
sovereignty. In the execution of sentence of 
death, their order could not sanction a form 
in which tho blood of tho criminal might 
be shed, but they could authorize his death 
by drowning, in, the event of war or the 
construction of public works they furnished
th e ir  proportion o f m ilit ia  or men. They 6. The Gohains hail altogether allotted for their 
lik ew ise  supplied som e trifling artic les  for own use J0,3«> pykea equal, at the Old assessment,
the King’s stores, but, paid no other revenue. <«,»*• ”unu"k »“ <*• •»«»TViav rnio/l Ya . - , relative value of money m Assam aud Bengal in« ^  rulea their pro\ luces on tho principles former times, may be considered as equivalent to
of the general system. The pre- eminence treble tho amount in the latter country.

Pi <SL
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was possessed by the Gohains who obtained 
from the Monarch the title of Itoye and the 
additional services of 2,000 men.

If the son of a Gohain was incapacitated 
by youth, wont of abilities, or other causes, 
he was exoluded from the succession.

The Monarch, with the concurrence of the 
two Gohains, conferred the appointment on 
the late -Goliuin’s brother or his brother’s 
son. In failure of incapacity or delinquency 
of the nearest claimants a greater latitude
w,s allowed but in every instance the #. it does not Appear that the Gohmna could w,3 uiowe , J families be selected except. from three fmmltes-onetur-vaoancy was supplied from five unuues ^  u But Plltm ctobaiv, another a Bur
descended from the associates of Sookapan, Gohaio, and a third a Boora Gohaiu.
In the event of delinquency a Gohaiii might 
he removed from his office by the Monarch 
with the concurrence of two Gohains.

_  . . . .  . . 7. The members of twelve fumilies arc nowThe Prime Ministers, or Muntree, wort 0ugtble to these offices upon the strength o; past
the Burra Burwah, and the Burra rogon. precedents. These twelve families are distinct
Their offices were not hereditary, but they from the preceding three from which the twoABtir Omces weio u . ... dj atmoeJ  Minisrere coultl u. i. be chosen—a rule that waswere chosen from four faiuilios, the aescen probsblv enacted with the view of preventing the 
dauts of the associates of hooka pah. •<■»« tw0 oec mutilation of power in particular 
Ministers were removable at the Monarch s families, 
pleasure with the concurrence of the 
Gohains.

T. , ,  ___ 1 1 . ,,  f nrp)„  8. Tbo bar Bronx* had the command ofThe Burra Burwah commanded the ,  ̂ .,vP(,h! i,ui o. , ,v...bound to perform
received the revenues, ami administered the mrviee to the King, aad the Primo MlnUter's per-
V list ice of the upper provinces from Sudden qnhiite consisted in an allowance of < pm-eert,justice or me “f t '  1 IC.-illili-ir in for his private ueo and in the fines levied fromon the eastern confines to K .ti. them for offences committed or ou the appoiat-
Decanpah and Derung m Ooterpail wi,n an ment to the Inferior offices df Hnzarkseja, Ac. 
exception in favour of the provinces under 
the Government of the Gohains. He could 
not sanction the execution of a criminal by 
any form of death. The Burn logons 
oflico was considered of higher importance, 
though of later creation than the former.
The jurisdiction commenced at kolhabar 
and Derung and included the whole of the 
kingdom to the western confines. His 
jurisdiction was similar to that of Burra 
Burwah, but its distance from the seat of 
Government Hindered it necessary that lie 
should possess We power of executing sen­
tence of death by drowning. Appeals from 

■his judicial decisions were scarcely ..practic- 
- • able, and were only made on very important

occasions; . •.
« U  onmnnsfid of 9. These offices were filled from (he fifteen The civ il estab lish m en t was corn pose _ _  fllminPS ,,f hereditary nobility already mention- •

th e  officers who su p erin - . !in(| 0( $ ,« »  as did not involve military
Departments of Gov« tended th e  various arts, service could also, be hell by. the bigaor ohissea of •

eminent* Civil, Ml- a/»ifvnGAQ trades sources of the ufroripuifil inhabitants ot the country,-but,nut
litery and Eccle- vOitn< es, IMUCS, som cc. o i „ finvigiofcor their descendant for three or
S i t  public revenues, em p lo y - foJ„  ge*ratlonm.

ments of the King s 
household, and numerous other departments.
About 12 Bosons and 20 Burwahs were 
allotted for these offices, and were chosen 
from the nine families of hereditary nobility.
They were amenable for their conduct to the 
Monarch only.
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Notes by Mr. I). Scott.
In the Department of Justice, the Neeay 10. This officer exercised jurisdiction in the 

Khodah Fogon represented the Sovereign, of the lung onl* *** 1" «w P ^ o *
and received appeals from, the Burra Burwah 
and Burra Fogon. Every officer under 
Government was a Judge in his department, 
with an appeal to his superior officer, and 
ultimately to the Monarch's representative.
In the Gohain provinces no appeal was
allowed from the decision of the Chief. In  n . No record was kept iu criminal trials, but 
the administration oi justice, witnesses were to civil eases a summary of tbs proceedings was
examined iu id w ritten' documents received in *» "“ a f y “ c<i so«o'«**ii party
evidence, the Judge decided according to the mo fore the Bur Buorwa or other delegate as
Customs of the Country and to the best o£ President, and a certain numbin' of Khattakees,
his judgment, as no written laws existed KharitortoedL Ghumtoks, and Pundits as assessors,
previous to the introduction of Braminioal S t t
religion. The Monarch would authorize been speedy, efficient, and impartial informer
any person of consequence to take cognizance times, but a good deal corrupted since the.r" *.nxr °,,p n . .  commencement at the disorders occasionedof pal titular Causes ill any part Of 1110 by the Moamaria insurrections. No Wu keels
xungdoiil. were employed, the parties or one of their rela­

tions appearing personally. From the Bur 
Boorwa  ̂Court not even the three Gohains were exempt.

The army was a militia, 32. After this, a force consisting of meree- 
Military Establish- an(|  organized in the nar5es from the western provinces mm introduced,

nient' fnlhmrincr in-inrtoc • lin'i by that means the late Boora Gohain wasloUowiug manner .— enabled so long to usurp the whole power of the
State.

Every family furnished the Sovereign with , P- Tykes are now chiefly employed asn- n ;nn fr»nv* QO „ labourers; or a revenue is derived from the
Privates. <mw " ur P®;“ commutation of their services for a money pay-maztent militia or stand- menfc varying from 6 to 18 rupees per Gfto-te. A 

ing army. When the public service required considerable number of the inhabitant ) are 
«*> oddiih‘nr»ai iivnirton in f»,aoo <vf exempted from personal service on the score ofail aa.aui.mai iorce, two men, and m cases of their caste or rank or by purchase, but bv far the
great emergency either ol war or public largest portion stilt continue to work, in' a most 
works, three men. The first was denominated unprofitable manner, for the Government.
Mool, the second Dowal, the third Tewal. 14. Since the loss of a groat number of pykes 
The fourth who remained to cultivate the jjf, rePn <;-T Rajeswar Sing, the number of 
soil, and the four are termed Ghote Pike
Officers. IS years and above 50 years are exempted fromservice.

Twenty men were commanded by a Burra, 
one hundred by a Kliotkea, one thousand 
by a Hazaree, three thousand by n liajekoar 
and six thousand by a Fogon. The Burra 
Burwa and Burra Fogon as Commauders-in- 
Cliief, had each the particular command of 
a body of twelve thousand men. The Fogons,
Rajekoars, and Hazarees were nominated by 
the Monarch, but with the advice and con­
currence of the Gohains. The Khotkeas and 
Burras were appointed by their respective
Fogons and Rajekoara. The privates might 15. This is one of the most important rights 
demand through the regular channel the th<i lower orders possessed, and it extended
the disrate ion of their Burras end Khntlrmu osaally to the Hasatkesyns, and la ease of proof1 , , ,  ral 1 ’'-.01 li-l>ur Ultrras ana ivnouceas, of maltreatment to the higher ranks placed over
and the appointment of au officer ol their them. When a dispute occurred between the
OW11 nomination. Each officer administered retainers of two different Commanders, it was
justice to the men under his command with a®cWea 4110 offleer of highest.r»hk.
an appeal to his superior officer, and ulti­
mately to the Neeay Khodah Fogon.

From these services were exempted the 18. The descendants and frequently the colla. 
descendants of the hereditary nobility. teral.relationsi of'nobles guilty of treason, and
unless in the event of delinquency, and all a « i » d ° U “ S e t  
who possessed oftices under Government. holding any office.
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Notes by Mr. D. Scott.
Military stores wore under the superin­

tendence of the Kargoriah Rogon.
It is only necessary to observe that the 
ftKlnltttlcai. Braminioal religion has

prevailed since the tame . 
of Roodor Sing, who reigned about 70 years 
ago. " . (

The creation of three lessor Goliains from 
the same families as the 

A“ S*yStL tte former appears to have 
been the principal legal 

alteration in the Civil and Military Depart­
ments. The office of Burra Pogoa was of 
later creation also. The recent Gohaius are
the Suddea Koa Gohiuns, Governor of the B. This olltee Is new hold by a family of 
eastern confines or Suddea j the Moorung Kamptucs who nettled lo Assam about 70 years 
Koa Gotuiin, Governor of the confines 
towards Naga and Kossaree ; the Solal 
Gohain, Governor of Kolloabur.

In a lapse of centuries every possible 
deviation from regular Government might 
be enumerated, but it will be proper to 
confine the discussion to those illegal inno­
vations, which proved the first source of the 
late troubles.

The sacred regularity of succession to the
_ . . .  ,  . T hrone was violated  by 18. This to accounted for in page 57 of the
Source of tacontcnt pow er o f the Burra historical extracts. It appears that the elder

a.id ciaamu uon. t j urwaj, in  th e  in sta n ce  son wat Aisqualifled for the succession in eonse-
D. wui w an’ m i n e  in sta n ce  a,Mneeo fh is  being- marked with the small-pox,

of R ajah  8war Sing who superseded bid elder any personal blemish, whether natural or arti- 
brother M oh u n  Mala Deo. floiaf, being considered as an insurmountable bar

__ . , , .  .  .... . . . . .  to the attainment of the regal dignity in Assam.The rights of the hereditary nobility were 
superseded by the appointment of Eoop 
Sand, and at a later period of his son Chisto 
Stiud, the grandfather of Joinath, to the 
high office of Burra Burvvah. Joinath is the 
dismissed Burra Bur wall.

The power of the State and the direction 
of the Royal Councils were now completely 
diverted from the lawful channel of the 
Goliains. The secret machinations of tho 
latter co-operating with the general strugglo 
for power under a weak and vicious admin­
istration and with the discontents of the 
people seem, to have excited the Maran and 
Maimaria insurrections.

The execution of the Gooroo or H igh 30. The Moumarhis el ill possess some power 
Priests of the Momarias and of his son
su sp ected , probably w ith  great justice, as t lie  the Bur Sioaputtea. in  amyjarrangeuietit that
p rincip a l authors of th e  troubles, w as th o  may bo made for tho future settlement of Assam,
ch ie f cause o f th e  subseq uent in surrections. “  wi» hl' necessary to consult the interest of ibis

numerous boa j . It attached to the Government,
Mohun Mocha Deo’s death bv Moran they might become us ful as a militia, but the 

poison had rendered legitimate the latter o ^ % £ &
part of Duckee Sing s reign, but the sons of was usual with the Assam Government to keep
his elder brothers possessed a right to tho the High priest at Court, and after under res-
succession superior to that of Gourinaut Bis influence is now supposed to be on
Sing ; the expedient- of mutilation, however, 
had left Gourinaut (the present Rajah of 
Assam) without a rival, and he becamo 
lawful Sovereign at an early period of life.
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The debauched minority, the ignorance, 
imbecility, caprice, execrable cruelty, and 
oppression of Government, whose ministers 
and low favorites were the dread, detestation, 
and shame of the great, .the scourge, and 
execration of the people, involved the whole 
Kingdom in confusion.

The Burh Gohain and his five sons were 
murdered. Adasooria, Burra Burwah of 
hereditary nobility, and numerous adherents 
suffered mutilation.

All the men of consequence were divided 
in opposite interests ; but the whole seemed 
united in sentiments against the vile favour­
ites of Gourinaut.

Every kind of oppression was practised on 
the people. The Momarias succeeded̂  pro­
bably by the connivance of the King’s 
Generals—certainly by their supineness. The 
Boora Gohain may with great justice be 
suspected of having favoured the insurrection.
The King fled from his capital on the approach 
of the insurgents and repaired to Gowhatty.
The Boora 'Gohain and other persons of 
consequence, many petty Chiefs of districts 
and towns, and some adventurers, with a 
very few followers, assumed independence 
in various parts of the country.

The same crimes and oppressions afflicted 
the vicinity of the Monarch’s residence 
wherever he fled. It is probable that the 
Diga Rajah, of Derangh, was provoked by 
similar oppressions to rebel, yet there is some 
reason to think that his principal motive was 
the opportunity to assert independence 
which the times afforded. He perished by the 
hands of the executioner. His son, deprived 
of the succession, seized Derangh and 
Kamroop with the assistance of the Barkan- 
dases.

The Rajahs of the Noaduwar esteemed the ^ The whoIe of these flhiofs m  now ,n sut)jM.
tiroes, f avourable to their personal inde- tion to Assam as far as their possessions in tho
pendence, which was accordingly asserted, plains exteiid, but they «ve nearly independent i«
• , ’ , ,. J the hills. Thero i« every reason to believe that
W ithout any apparent provocation. A hold they are particularly well disposed towards the 
adventurer, with two or three hundred men, British Government, and the pri»(;ipal person
advanced to  Gowhatty, and  Surgee Deo fled amongst them the Rajah of Buvdewar isvow
tA n flnn*i J & actively engaged m improving the road through
10 jsengax. llis f^ritory which extends nearly to Pumlwa

This question has been partly answered. in Sylhot.
Relative authority of »  remaina to notice the

the Rajah and the w e s te r n  R ajah s o f
different Chiefs. Doomriali, Derangh, .Bel- 

tolah, Rannygong and Noaduwar.
Surgee Deo founds his title of Sovereignty 

over these Chiefs on the right of conquest 
or voluntary submission.

With the concurrence of the Patrah, or n of ut(, th8 Bar Ph0$}n exercised the 
Potrah Muntreo, he could dismiss a Rajah, ,1-y; 0f dismissing rod appointing the above
and appoint his brother to fill the vacancy. Rajahs with exception to peso of Parang and
or his sou in failure of the fraternal line. I t  M W * ™ * I“ * bttt w‘'”a
is doubtful whether he possessed the lawful t0 “  to the Klag'
power to put a Rajah to death.
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». , T , +, 22. The powers of the Rajahs have since beenThe Rajahs were Judges m their own nnch wrtniled, at present they exercisejudiwai 

distrhits, but with an appeal to the Burra ftUthoritj in miyor eases in common with the 
JFogoh and the Monarch. They must at,
tend personally with their complement of L  thc officers of (fovevnment, has often induced 
men when summoned bv the Surge® Deo. them lo assume Stih higher powers, and to man-
All the Rajahs, except the Ranee, pay an W s«d » t  S j
annual revenue, in addition to the number ^  ooverament. Nothing of this kind has 
of men they might l'uruish on any emer- ocrurrea since the fall establishment of the 
genCy_ British authority.

Confines. Suddia, Mime Duffala Orika,
Botan, Naga, Koparee, Joints, anu tne to a very oppressive and .continually incrensmg 
(farrows paid tribute to the Monarch of extent ill the districts north of the river. Caehar
Y  P tr iu n w  mi m o *  ttI,d Jynlii.b long before this period Had regained
Assam. tlietr independence. Twelve of the Singpho

Chiefs w ere also nominally subject to Assam, but 
did not pay tribute.

2nd Question.
“ How far Surgee IJeo, Rajah of Assam, 

has been restored the exercise of hi"- legal 
authority ? You are desired to signify parti­
cularly whether any of his subjects still re­
fuse submission to, or continue to not inde­
pendently of, him, and, if any should come 
under this description, it is wished that you 
should communicate their names, quality, 
force, and situation, with the grounds of 
their disaffection as far as yon are acquainted 
therewith. It is also desired that you should 
state your opinion whether any and what 
measures are necessary to bo pursued for 
establishing obedience to the Rajah’s autho­
rity, and the period required for carrying 

- those measures into execution.”

Answer to 2nd Question.
The limited degree of authority which 

the Surgee Deo at present enjoys, he derives 
from the countenance of the Company’s 
troops.

The different Chiefs and Rajahs profess 
submission and obedience to the authority 
of the Surgee Deo, hut seem all inclined to 
act independently of it. The grounds of 
their disaffection are enumerated i n my reply 
to the first question, and their military force 
appears to be extremely despicable.

I am clearly of opinion that to establish 
obedience to tho Rajah’s authority, it is only 
necessary that the mediating power should 
more decidedly interfere, and declare its 
determination to support, the Government 
of Assam in all its constituent parts.

3rd Question.
“ "Whether you think there is any proba­

bility that the principal Rajahs or Chiefs

(ft I  883 (si
a p p e n d ix . k j l  J
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will soon be prevailed upon to accept your 
and the Rajah's invitation to assemble for the 
purpose of concerting a form of govern­
ment, and in that case how long it will bo 
before such an assembly can be formed, and 
admitting them to meet, whether you have 
any hopes from your knowledge of the 
characters and views of the individuals that 
they will be induced to agree on a plan for the 
settlement and tranquility of the country.”

Answer to 3rd Question.
By proceeding to the capital I shall have 

an opportunity of requiring tho personal 
attendance of all those Chiefs who are 
stationed in our route, and who only agree­
ably to prescriptive rules are necessary to 
establish the original form of Government.
Convinced of the impossibility of prosecuting 
with success their ambitious designs, and 
of being protected by the mediating power 
against the tyranny of the Surgoe Deo, they 
will, I doubt not, unite and agree to a plan 
for the settlement and tranquillity of the 
country. The period required to effect this 
depends upon adventitious circumstances.

4sfh Question.
“ Tho late Ministers having been dismissed 

and the Rajah’s incapacity for the government 
of his country being asserted, whether you 
know any person or persons of sufficient 
ability, weight, and authority in that country 
for supplying the places of the dismissed 
Ministers. If you do, you are desired to 
name them, and to deliver your opinion 
how far their appointment could be mado 
with the Rajah’s consent, and would be 
acceptable to the principal people. It is also 
wished that you should specify liow far the 
Minister lately elected by the Rajah appears 
to you to possess the requisite qualifications 
for the trust committed to him,”

Answer to Question.
On my arrival at the capital I  shall haver

an opportunity of consulting the three a  t̂hough very illiterate, that® are never- 
Groh&inB,' whose concurrence is necessary in theless several persons amongst the Assam nobi­
tile appointment of Ministers. I  cannot yet lily who, with considerable talents, possess a
venture to recommend any one to fill the sufficient, knowledge of business to enable them
important office of Burra Burwah.

The nomination of the late appointed “ u M
Burra 1.'ogon appears to be generally accept- the liajah’B consent, but, under the altered
able to the people, and I have reasons to think circumstances of tho case, the British Govem-
that he possesses the requisite qualifications +T nt wm,Jd ?? 5® •|ustiii.ed inv . s-ur. * * -a. jV  u * w  v the most decide interference in regard to thofor the trust committed to him, - selection of the higher officers of State.

1 .
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5th Question.

“ Whether Kissnarain since his admission I f f  & ? "
to the jEtaj of Derangn has behaved With report, ai\d at present they do not possess the
proper submission to the Surieo Deo, and moans of disturbing the peace or assisting the
whether you can rely upon Kisenurain’s “ » C  
assistance, if required, in supporting burgee the 8ame famUj being, however, always chosen.
Deo.” There is ill present one Rajah in possession and

three .’x-Rajahs, all of whom entertain hitter 
enmity against each other.

Answer to 5th Question.
Kissnarain, since his admission to the Baje 

of Derungh, has behaved with proper submis­
sion to the Surges Deo, or rather has acted in 
compliance with my wishes, in every instance.
I do not think his regard for the interests of 
the Surgee Deo would induce him to contri­
bute his assistance, hut I can rely upon 
Kissnarain’s affording his services, whenever 
required by me.

6th Question.
‘‘What are the reasons in your opinion 

of the Rajah's delay in proceeding to his 
capital, and whether any and what obstacles 
occur to this measure.”

Answer to 6th Question.
The late Ministers, and other interested 

advisers, represented to their infatuated 
Monarch the danger of returning to his 
capital, and to their successful attempts to 
awaken his fears I partly attribute the delay.
But the Bajah’s extreme indolence and 
impotence, both of body and mind, would .
naturally render him averse to a measure, 
which must be attended with some degree of 
personal exertion. He is now, however, on 
his way thithor.

1th Question.
“ Whether the Commercial Regulations 

settled between you and the Rajah are con­
sidered to be in force, whether any and what 
benefit has resulted from them, and whether 
you think they admit of any, . and what, 
alterations, with a view to the improvement 
of the commercial intercourse between the 
two States P”

Answer to 1th Question.
The Commercial Regulations settled be­

tween the Rajah and myself are in full force, 
but the principal benefit which has arisen 
from them is the demolition of an iniqui­
tous monopoly, which ultimately must be 
productive of great pecuniary advantage, 
and in the meantime removes the distresses 
of the people. Resulting from the collec­
tions at the Candahar chowkey the sum of 
Arcott Bs. 12,012-2-9 has been received
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during: the space of nine mouths, after de­
fraying incidental expenses, and from this 
source the Rajah is to receive annually 
its. 12,000, and the overplus is destined to 
defray part of the expense of the detach­
ment,

I am of opinion that this commercial com­
pact will admit of considerable alteration 
with a view to the improvement of trade 
between the two Strtcs. But as the efficacy 
of such alteration depends, in the first in­
stance, on the restoration of order, and, iii 
the second, on the degree of influence the'
Honourable Board may be desirous of ob­
taining in the affairs of Assam. Before I can 
give a decisive answer on this subject, I beg 
I may be indulged with some time to be 
assured of the former, and to be informed 
of the latter.

8lh Question.
“ Whether from your knowledge of the 

Rajah's character you are of opinion that, 
after the return of the Detachment, hc will 
observe the stipulations be has entered into, 
or may further agree to.”

Answer to 81% Question.
From a knowledge of the Rajah’s character, 2». This minion was completely verified by

and tbo views of many individuals in power Uio Rajah ceased to observe the eonlmereial treaty 
and favour, whose personal interests are and a vlrinal monopoly was strain established, 
affected by the stipulations entered into 
with him, I am decidedly of opinion that 
none would be observed, supposing tbo de­
tachment and all control on the 'part of the 
British Government is withdrawn.

i)(h Question.
“ Whether you think it probable, in the 

event of your" detachments being recalled, 
that the Government of the country will be 
so regulatedas to admit of a beneficial com­
mercial intercourse between the two States, 
and to what extent, and in what articles 
you suppose such a commerce may be carried 
on. In your answer to this query you will 
state such information as you may have ob­
tained relating to the productions and actual 
ixnniuorce of Assam.”

Answer to 9#S Question.
This query may be considered under three 

distinct heads, viz.:—
lsf.—The consequences of the recall of ; 

the detachment, with respect to 
commerce which will be noticed 
in my reply to the 18th query.

2nd.—-The articles of commerce.
$rd.—The probable extent, and actual 

state of commeroe.
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I mposts

From the (saltern oon- 
Articlea of Com- gDOS or Suddea, copper,

T *  cotton, spring salt, fir trees.
From the northern confines Miree supplies 

copper, munjeet, ouka ; and Fuff ala supply 
nninjeet, lonj pepper, ginger goomdau,
Maytoon, an imimal of the kino species.
Botan supplies musk, blankets, oowtails, 
small horses, goin borax, rook salt, Nu.uita, 
kind of doth, Goom, Sing, an embroidered 
cloth, Daroka, a silk of u mixture of green, 
red and yellow colours.

From t he southern confines, Naga supplies 
cotton, Luokibilla, a silk cloth, Toatbimd, a 
silk cloth, Narakapo.ro, an embroidered silk, 
red hair, (?) and Nagazatee spears. '.Che 
Garrows supply cotton, copper, iron, course

* , ,, , 27 This statement still exhibits the principalFrom the western confines or Bengal, | I(,„,,rt8. Thu quantity of goods of European
copper and other metals, red lead, woollens manufacture h as of late increased, and it is pro­
of Europe chiefly of the coarser kind, W ^ w o o lL w a t a sort of anuuS*to held
cottons of Bengal, chiefly of the coarser „  ^  CODftne8 0f Dunjug, to which merchants
kind, ehinty particularly kink hobs, cloves, from Thibet and the intermediate country resort,
nutmegs, mace, cinnamon, blue vitriol, 
assafoeiida, alum, darmook, orpiment, a 
variety of drugs, salt.

E xpobts.

The exports to Bengal only will be noticed 
hero, they are divided into—-

Is/.—The produce of the other confines.
2nd.—Tho produce of Assam.

1st. - Cotton in considerable quantity, 
munjeet in doubtful quantity, fir trees proba­
bly in any quantity, ginger probably in some 
quantity,' gold in considerable quantity, borax 
probably in considerable quantity, musk in 
considerable quantity, small horses.

ond._The merchantable produce of
Assam may be considered at more length 
under three heads of vegetable, mineral, and 
animal productions.

Sugarcane thrives in every part of Assam.
The oiine of tho best 

Vegetable prodne- affords a granu-
“ons- iated sugar, on experi­

ment superior to the cane _ of liungpore.
The natives convert the juice into n sub­
stance (ghoor) unfit for granulation, and ol 
little consequence as an article of export.,
But in respect to this article it may be 
confidently asserted, that proper encourage­
ment would render it very valuable.
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p„„.™ :, /tiiHivnfpr! fn Kamroon 28. This article thrives well, and the qaantHyiepper vine u* cuimwea in jv.unn>o]>, w 4 lt f bein„ f;reatiy inoreami. The 

Derungh, Bassadoyungh in larger quantity, pr(oe formerly used to U from ten to fifteen 
Bisewenath and other provinces of the king- rupees per nmrnid it is now ranch enhanced, 
dona possibly, in no great abundance any­
where, although the soil in many parts 
would seem extremely favourable to its culti­
vation,

Ponnv OTv,« a ifi luxuriance in mo°t of the 20. A great quantity of opium is produce d -roppygrow s ill .uxuuanto iuui*.t used bv the inhabitant#, In point ot purity it is
Lower Provinces. The natives, however, are probably equal to tb»* of Patna or Benares. hut 
as yet unacquainted with the manufacture of it u  prepared iu a different form, being reduced 
merchantable opium, which might, be pro-
cured in considerable quantity, u? ,Bto small halos, ana called Kanee or Kappa.

Indigo is cultivated in various parts of the 
kingdom, but in very inconsiderable quan­
tity. Encouragement would probably render 
this a very valuable export.

Mustard seed. The plant is cultivated in 
great abundance. The seed and oil are 
articles of export, the latter, of universal 
consumption, within the kingdom.

Tobacco was procured in luxuriance in the 
Lower Provinces and of a superior quality 
in the higher. It was formerly an article of 
export.

Sooparee was produced in great quantity J * * *  
everywhere} the consumption among the m- numbers having been eat down and still more 
habitants was enormous, yet it was formerly destroyed by wild elephants after the villages 
an article of export. were aWdsed, This article 1. now one of im-

Ginger is produced everywhere in abun- 
danoe.

Bice was, and is, produced in very ,great 
abundance. It is assorted positively that a 
scarcity has never been known to happen 
from natural causes. The nature of ihe 
seasons in Assam confirms the assertion. It 
might prove an invaluable export in times of 
famine in Bengal.

Gold is found in considerable quantity M. The quaollty of sold would probablytim admit of much increase by the adoption of lm-
Mineral ornductlon ™10Ilb tllO MUtL n  the proved means of Washington sands containing h, Mineral prottUCTion. Burrampooter and other which is at present done by the hand and appa-
streams which flow from the northern and rcntly in a manner involving a great deal of an.
southern mountain*. I t  was formerly a
source or considerable revenue to tlie produced from the disintigratiori of granite. The 
monarch. gold is ultimately separated in the usual manner

by long washing and subsequent trituration with 
mercury.

Iron might bo procured at Bossadayungb, 
uis well as from the Garrcws, in considerable 
quantities.
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Saltpetre was procured everywhere in 

the Upper Provinces in considerable quan­
tity, and might probably in time prove an 
article of export.

Uao—The quantity usually exported in 32: 'r,'° quantity of 180 mummUt txmM.1 1.1 ‘I* 1 r, previously to the late troubles, amounted to aboutfavourable times, has not 8, or 10,000 maundb. It might.be increased to a
Animal productions, been ascertained, but we great extent, but not very speedily. The trees

may presume, that it was «P°n 'vhk:li the insect feeds requiring a long
not very inconsiderable from the actual pro- n,“  *° *“ » to the mlul8,t,; size‘
(luce, which we have lately observed.

j *0 1 33. This is an article of great value and im-moongall silk seems to offer a most valu- portance, and which will probably prove a useful
able and extensive article of export with material in many of the mixed stub's imnmfac-
proper enoouragoment as the several trees
on which the worm foods, were cultivated ported is small, but it may be expected to in-
in the utmost profusion, throughout the crease very rapidly. Extensive plantations of the
whole extent of the kingdom, with few trees required for the'mipport of the worms being„ j-__ . „ , . .Vl • ft everywhere to l>e seen abandoned by the pro-exceptions. A. coarser kind of silk is pro- prietors during the late troubles. This tree also
auced by worms which feed on the castor- grows wild.in the upper partof the country,
oil trees.

Elephants’ weth have always been an arti­
cle of export, and in the present desolated 
condition of the country might be procured 
in any quantity. Increase of population 
will necessarily diminish the possible quan­
tity of this export.

Khiaoceros’s horn was a trifling article of 
export.

Buff do’s hide has not hitherto proved an 
article of export.

Deor’s skins—The -mimal abounds in 
Assam.

Until the geography, and other particu­
lars of this and the 

Probable extent and neighbouring countries,actual state ot the ___ 0 . , , Jcommerce. M more particularly
known, no decided judg­

ment can be offered relative to the probable 
extent of the future commerce wdth Assam.
It is certain, that an intercourse of some 
kind has existed with all the neighbouring 
nations, particularly with j'ainta, Kossaree, 
and even Sylliet, with the people of Mooglo, 
now in the possession o!' the King of Burma, 
or Ava. It is possible that a communication 
with all the neighbouring nations might be 
rendered beneficial to commerce, with pro­
per encouragement,, during a considerable 
lapse of time, hitherto, we may suppose it 
has been very inconsiderable, unless, perhaps, 
in the single article of Bengal salt.

Commercial intercourse ia much faoili- 3k The quantity of emit imported daring the 
toted by the number of navigable streams f e',r Wa-i-ss was only 25,000 mannds. The con- 

■ which intersect Assam in everv direction IS?? • “  01 thIa •“  Assam and the
especially in the season of the S L ,  i n S  f c W V ^ e S t f S K  ‘S
ing a period of seven or eight months. Some population, chiefly in conseanence of the inhabi-
of these flow from the mountains on the tBntB ■ve'7. ssnerally preferring an alkaline™  seasoning for their food, prepared from the ashes
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northern and southern confines.' Beyond of plants. Potash and sod* »'r» both n»d for this 
l;he eastern confines, the great stream flows S i w K m
to a very great distauoo ; but vhetber there found in a wild state, and others cultivated for
be any navigation or commerce on that; this express purpose.
river beyond the limits of Assam is doubt- 3̂  xhe river is oofc navigable much beyond 
fill. Saddeeyn, nor Is there any trade of oonaequeuce

curried on in that quarter.
Commerce could never have been very 

considerable in Assam, under, the diseourag- 
ing restraints imposed by a Government 
particularly jealous of strangers. The 
subversion of all regular Government, and 
the desolation of the country, reduced 
it to nothing, The actual commerce is there­
fore very inconsiderable, though reviving, 
and it'would he unreasonable to doubt, 
that it might in time, under the .influence 
of the British Government be rendered 
extremely beneficial to both States.

10® Question.
“ How far the pecuniary-, commutation 

proposed by you to be made by the Chiefs in 
lieu of the supplies of men has been carried 
into effect, and to what extent the supplies 
furnished in consequence of such commuta- 

« tiou have contributed to defray the expenses
of the detachment”.

Answer to 10ih Question.
The pecuniary commutation in llflU of 86. This arrangement was not adhered to. The 

it, , i,,.,. „r m.wr.d hv the R.'i iabs of oomniuiattoa for survives would t>; most sceept-t-he levy ot men proposed by the JWjans oi ftble to ,he 4nd> with feme restrictions
Dorungil Beltola HI Jlino l/'J-i IS SO . tar rendered necessary by local circumstances, and
carried into effect, that since the period tho habit* of the people, tt might bo adopted
before mentioned, the service of men has with ngwhadvantage.
not been exacted from thorn; and of the
stipulated annual sum of Bs. 61,600 to be
mid by thorn and appropriated . towards
defraying the expenses of the detachment, I
have received Bs. 10,000.

11® Question. ■
‘‘ What Is the amount of expenses of the 

detachment in consequence of the service 
in which they are employed over and above 
the ordinary expenses attending it, and 
whether you'know any mode by which these 
extraordinary expenses may be defrayed.

Answer to 11th Question.
In  m aking  a calculation of the extraordi- jjj. The future dofimee of Assam will involve 

narv expense attending the detachment and no expense that could otherwise bo avoided, and
■i ' * + r  have hofin ,‘nmfnl tmt in omit thesecurity of our own-Provinces would on thedeputation, 1 have been caretui not to omit contrary & mosteasily and effectually provided
JMiy allowance, wllieil CO11CC1V0 to D0 incident for by occupying the conn ivy ns lav as the 93
to their situation. I  have supposed the E u ro  degree of Bust Longitude which would bring- the

i t  f i r  ^ r as —
Officers, and Privates, to half time of full and 
half, of half batta,
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■ | | | m -g ls is -a . | °  £3
§£§•£ l ! al§',3!f  « g  8 2SHge ■ aĝ Sdg "'-§ *• Is

«. a 0W S _g13 *5 »g J i1 g  js ^ngja *g*3 j? jg 5
European officers, Sc., So. ■“ S o ?  3  1 « «  = 5 , — 3 I d

rt .2 .3 . Pw *S* "3 « » <5
s | g l  ° e l  t  S'® spi 'd* 1, ^ ‘‘.d in A) _2 o 3bt'r° b S -m •« 5 «5 £r* “ tj ja . •* dg^'o 9 5 i' § £ •* S r g*
|S  S3 & I2S3JS  |e .§  l i f S<j M W W

10th  Battalion. S. Ks. A, P, S. Be. A. P. 8. Be. A. P. S, Ea. A. P.

1 Captain ... ... ... ....................  416 0 0 695 0 0 ISO 0 0
8 Lieutenants ... ... ... ...... 2,290 0 0 3,064 0 0 . 0 ? 0  0
1 Adjutant, including Ills staff allowance ... ......  389 0 0 ASS 0 0 08 0 O
1 Sergeant Major ... ... ... 2 8 0 5 0  0 ..... . 2 8 0
1 Quarter Master ScTge&nt ... ... 2 8 0 5 > 0 ....... 2 8 O

The different Ranks and Departments of 731 12 0 1,489 8 0    784 12 O
the Battalion.

Allowance tor Harkarras and Guides ... ...... ,,.... ....... 15') 0 O
Probable amount for boat allowance to 0 ...... ......  ... 720 0 O

Subalterns 10th Battalion.

Detachment, 27th Battalion.

2 Lieutenants ... ... ... ......  574 0 0 760 0 0 192 0 0
The different Ranks and Departments of 234 12 0 469 8 0   234 12 0

this Detachment.
Probable amount for boat allowance to 2 ......  ......  ... 160 0 0

Subalterns '

Detachment Staff.

1 Adjutant’s staff allowance, &c. ... ...‘ ,.....  287 0 0 485 0 0 198 0 0
1 Quarter Master ... ... ... ...... ----- ----- 157 0 0
1 Assistant Surgeon ... ... ... ......  287 0 0 383 0 0 90 0 0
1 Quarter Master Sergeant ... ... 2 8 0 25 0 0 ....... 22 8 0

Quarter Master’s Establishment... ... ......  ......  ....... 158 4 0 *
1 Tindal and 9 Lascars of Artillery ... 63 4 0 74 4 0   11 0 0

Boats for the transportation of the Troops ......  ......  ....... 2,300 0 0
on an average.

Expenses incident to the Deputation.

Captain Welsh’s salary Sicca Ra. 1,600 ... ....... ...... ....... 1,567 9 1
Ditto average of contingent bill ..... ......  ..... 81>0 0 0

for Durbar charges.
Captain Weleh’s probable boat allowance ... ...... ...... ....... 290 0 0

Ditto ditto ditto for ......  ......  ......  60 0 0
transporting public servants.

Assistant to the deputation, bis salary Sicca   200 0 2
Rs. 200.

Assistant to the deputation, his probable ...... ...... ....... 14 5  o 0
boat allowances.

Mr. S. P. Wade, his salary Sicca Rs. 100 ...       104 8 4
Ditto, libs probable boat allowances ......      80 0 O

Total amount of extra expellees attending ......       9,489 5 4
the detachment and deputation monthly.

Total ditto . ditto annually....................  ......, 1,13,872 0 0

A b s tr a c t  o f  t h e  s u m s  to  be p a i d  a n n u a l ly  f o r  th e  p u r p o s e  o f  d e f r a y i n g  p a r t  o f  th e  
e x p e n s e  o f  th e  d e ta c h m e n t , &%\

Ra. A. P.
B y  th e  jom t-B ajah s of D eru n gh  in lieu  of th e  lev y  of men 50 ,0 0 0  0  0  

D o. th o  Beltoluli R ajah d itto  d itto  ... 1,G00 O 0
D o. Bisnarain, from K am roop ... . ..  ... 5 1 ,0 0 0  0  0
D o. C ollections of th e  Candnhar Chokey, an  overplus of 

tho sum o f R s 12 ,000  to  b e  paid to  tho Rajah,
th e  amount n o t y e t  ascertained ... ... 0  0  0

Total am ou n t ,,, 1 ,02 ,600  0  0
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Notes by Mr, D. Scott,
The Surgeo Deo has promised that on his 

arrival at the capital, the arrears due on 
account of the detachment, &c., shall be dis­
charged, and mode adopted for the regular 
payment of the expense attending it, which 
I have represented to him, as amounting 
annually to about 3 lakhs of rupees, and the 
resources which may contribute to produce 
this sum are abundant.

12th Question.
“ You arc further desired to state generally’ 

what in your opinion is still necessary or 
proper to he done for the arrangement of the 
affairs of Assam, considering that arrange­
ment as concluded by the establishment of 
the Rajah’s authority, combined with the 
general assurances which you were autho­
rized to make in conformity to the instruc­
tions of Marquis Cornwallis.”

Answer to 12£/i Question.
' In the progress to the establishment of the 88. In the present state of society in Assam,

'R-i-bli’fi juithoritv throughout his kinsdom. the ancient constitution would not admit of mtah{*?*“ „ au™?™y inrougnonu is ivmguum, improVBIncnU xhat it,» fully adequate- to insure
lam  of opinion that the original form of ĝ od erovernmeot it would bo too much to affirm,
government, in nil its parts, should bo pre- hut if means were talma to mine the character
served as nearly as possible. The little inter- and qualifications of the nobility by an improved..________ , A system of education, it can scarcely bo., doubtedcourse the natives oi. Assam were formerly that with all its imperfections this system would
permitted to have with strangers, has rendered prove greatly superior to the simple despotism 
them bigoted to the forms and customs of of Cooch Behar, and otter subordinate States,,, h 0_a im m iim a v,i,;,.b where the Chief too often delegates his authoritytheir own country, and  ̂innovations which tn servants who have any thing but the interest
would even prove benohoial to them must b© of his subjects at Heart and who are suffered
introduced, with some degree Of caution. without nheck or control to earn oppression ana,m „„„ ,Hv „f ,  rtioirriBtfnl nnd mis government, to an extant that under otherThey arc natiually ot a ttisUUSMul and ciroTuostan,.eH WOuld not, be compatible either
jealou s disposition, and it will require time with the safety of their Sovereign or the conti- 
to get the better of their prejudices. nuance of their own power.

All that appears to me necessary for the 
arrangement of affairs in Assam. is to effect 
the union of the Chiefs, without which 
energy cannot, bo restored to the Govern­
ment, and as the Rajah is incapable of either 
judging or acting right, it is proper that the 
Government of his country should be vested 
in the aristocracy ; and to prevent the con­
flict of opinions and interests among the 
Chiefs which would inevitably produce 
factions and civil discord, it appears to me 
advisable that the British Government 
should continue its mediating and controlling 
influence, as the only means of preserving 
order and tranquillity.

13£A Question.
“ What in your opinion would be the con­

sequence of recalling the detachment from 
Assam without further measures or interfence 
on the part of this Government,
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Notes by Mr. V. Scott.
Answer to 13/A Question.

The contest (or influence, power and in- 
dependence, would revive among the first 
officers of Stale, the dependent Rajahs 
and the petty Chiefs ot districts and towns.
The same contusion, devastation and massacre 
would ensno. Assam would experience a state 
of desolation, greater in proportion to the tem­
porary restraints, which the British influence 
had imposed on the inhumanity of the 
monarch, the ambition and resentment of the 
Chiefs, and the vengeance of the people,
Kiwnaram would either abandon his country 
or recall iris llurkandiussos, for in defiance of 
any possible stipulation in his favor, he might 
reasonably expect and would certainly fear 
private assusinarion. The obnoxious ministers 
end favorites would be immediately restored 
to thoir offices, Every individual, who had 
been observed to cultivate the friendship of 
the British, would flee the country , with the 
well-grounded apprehension of destruction 
from the ministers, or their connections.
Commerce would again bo suppressed by the
confusion prevalent m the conntrjr, and the / ,
monopoly would revive in its pristine vigour.
The monarch, whose person is too sacred lor *■
assasination, would probably be compelled to 
abandon his kingdom again.

Such would be the consequences of a 
cessation of the British influence, until a 
long course of regular administration shall 
have operated an entire revolution in the 
habits of the principal Chiefs, and in the 
minds of the people and in predicting the 
evils which would result from the recal 
of the detachment. 1 have been guided not 
by my own opinion alone, but by that of the 
most respectable natives, with whom I have 
had intercourse; the Rajah himself has re­
peatedly declared that with the detachment 
he would quit his kingdom. Sindoorah 
Hazarvo has the charge of l ,000 Ghot Fykes, 
and is one of those petty Chiefs who taking 
advantage of the confusion of the times, 
io-erted Iris own independence and became the 
leader of a faction. Lieutenant MacGregor 
invited mm to attend at Kalliab.r, which 
he evaded doing by frequent excuses, and 
considering his attendance necessary to 
effect the object of hie deputation, Lieute­
nant MacGregor detached Deen Diall, Naick, 
with orders to bring Sindoorah Hazarce to

P. K.—Omission under the head of 
monarchy.

To absolve the monarch from the lesser, 
and to assist him in the greater cares of 
Government, two executive officers were 
added to the monarchy, viz., the Teepaum 
and Seringh Rajahs. Their titles are derived
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Notes by Mr. D. Scott,

.
from the districts annexed to their office, 
their jurisdiction in their respective districts 
was similar to the Gohains..

Their rank next to the monarch, their 
duties to oommunicate the deliberations or 
decrees of the aristocracy to the monarch, 
to receive, promulgate, or carry into execu­
tion, his consequent orders. On less impor­
tant occasions the decrees of the aristocracy 
might lie promulgated by these officers, 
without application to the monarch.

The two brothers next in succession to the 
throne, became Teopaui: • and Seringh 
Itajalis, and in failure of brothers the senior 
neplwvv according to the usual course of suc­
cession to the throne.

The aristocracy who possessed a legal
.l ATiAmn,- un miwu.vfhw inntvfrfli This was not however iu wavs tap ease. rrineespower of deposing m  un -oitliy mouaren wlM)had becn fiy ,uuu!nUon Mil's

might certainly have exercised a similar frequently itppohjf. C to those offices, 
power, in the instance of the two presump­
tive successors.

if:
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APPENDIX B.

NOTIFICATIONS DEFINING TltE “ INNER LINE” OP BRITISH JURIS­
DICTION IN FRONTIER DISTRICTS—(page 55).

I —Notification by the Government of Indio, Foreign Department, No. 631P., dated the
8th March 1816.

Under the provisions of Section 2 of Regulation V of .1873 (a Regulationfur'the
Peace and Government of certain Districts on 

Doming. the Pastern Frontier of He rial) the Gover­
nor General in Council hereby notifies that the lino described below shall be the "Inner 
Dine” under that Regulation in tins District of Durrung :

Prom the eastern Boundary of the district of Kamrfip, that is, from the pillar 
No. 98 on the Bor Nadi, the line shall follow m an easterly direction, the southern 
r onndarios of Bhutan (including the countries of the Kanapara ana Charduai i luitias) 
aul oi: the Akha and Duffla Hills, as defined by the Revenue Sunny m the jean 
1872-73-7-1-75, and demarcated by pillars Nos. 88 to 160 inclusive. Prom pillar No. lb) 
the line shall run in a south-easterly direction to the point where 
cuts the northern boundary of the Singlijan waste land grant No. 18. rhonce Dk line 
shall follow the eastern boundary of the bmgUjan grant No, 18 to theriiomt where the 
boundary cuts the DutHa Gar.* Thence the lino shall follow the Puffin Gar to a point 
on the Mora, Sessa Biter, being the north- westerly< extremity of the Inner Line of 
the Luckhimpur District, as notified in the Gazette of India, page 452, ot tho 4th 
September 1875.

Under the provisions of tho section above quoted, the Governor General m Council 
is further pleased to prohibit all British subjects from going beyond tho Inner Line 
hereby notified, without a pass under the hand and seal ot the Deputy Commissioner of 
Burning.

II.—Notification by the Government of India, Foreign Department, No. 2427 P., dated the
30th September 1875.

Under t.ha provisions of Section 2 of Bengal Eastern Prontier Regulation I of 1873l.,ndei the provisions oi oecuu ( leg a tio n  for the Peace and Government of
tuckhimporc. certain districts on the Eastern Frontier

of Bengal) the Governor General in Council hereby notifies that the line described below 
shall be’the “ Inner Line” under that Regulation in tho District of Luokhunpora .

Prom the eastern boundary of the District of Parnng, that is, from a point on the 
Mora *8*a River the line shall follow the course of the Rajglmr Alb to the Subansin 

It shall deviate from the Rajghur Alii,»  as to follow the western northern and 
c X n  boundaries of the Hannati No. 95 and Joybing No 65 waste-land grunts Prom 
the Subansiri to a point on the Sessi River, marked by a nmaonry pillar it stevU foUow 

1 .. + -^ftnr marked out along the foot of the Abor Meree hills. From the
mlsomy pllhir on the Sessi River, /shall follow the patrol path to the Dime out-post;

h8u V« * T h S J S S  “ “  ^ u r p e e s  ol (ho Bhutea trade. 
(Political Proceedings (India), March 1876, Nos, 615—8, July 1879, Nob* i  7,

'



/ / / ^ ' ' H ' .  '̂ L
806 APPENDIX.

thence along the patrol path to the Rubin out-post. Prose. the Puhha out-post it shall 
follow the patrol path to the confluence of the Lalli and the Brahmaputra Rivers ; thence 
it shall follow the . Grist bank of the Brahmaputra and Dibang Rivers to the junction of 
the latter river with the Sessiri opposite the Sesshu out-post. From the Sessiri. out-post 
to the Dikrang out-post, the line shall follow the patrol path j thence to the masonry 
pillar on the right bank of the Brahmaputra River it shall follow the patrol path. From 
the said masonry pillar it, shall run along the right bank of the Brahmaputra River to 
the confluence of the Noa Dihang with that river; then it shall follow the left hank 
of the .Noa Dihang River to its confluence with the Kherampani River ; thence along the 
right bank of the Kherampani and Dihang Rivers to the confluence of the latter river 
with the Namsang River • thence along the left bank of the Namsang River to a masonry 
pillar near the Hukaniuri tea garden ; thence it shall follow the path connecting the 
Hultanjuri with the Tauruck tea garden to a masonry pillar on the right bank of the 
Disang River, near the latter garden, Then along the right bank of the Disang as far 
as the Lucdoigarli Alii.

Under the provision of the section above quoted, the Governor General in Council 
18 further pleased to prohibit all British mibjeots from going beyond the “ Inner Lino” 
hereby notified withou t a pass under tlm hand and seal* of the Deputy Commissioner 
of Luokhimpore.

H I.—Notification by the Ghvernnwnt of India, Foreign Department, No. I486 JP., dated
the 21 st Jitn» 1876.

Under the provisions of Section 2 of Regulation V of 1878 fa Meg ala lion for the
Peace and Government of certain districts 

Soebmugor. on fM. Eastern Frontier of Bengal) the
Governor General in Council hereby notifies that the line described below shall be the 
“ Inner Lino” under that Regulation in the District of Seebsaugor: —

The line shall follow the southern Revenue Survey boundary of the district, from 
its eastern limit, namely, a point on the Disang River, to its western limit,, namely, a point 
on the Doyang Rher.

Under the provisions of the section above quoted, the Governor General in Council 
is further pleased to prohibit all British subjects from going beyond the “ Inner Line” 
hereby notified, without a pass under the hand and seal of the Deputy Commissioner of 
Seebsaugor.

Notification■ by the Government of India, Foreign Department, No. 330 E. P., dated the
24th February 1882.

In modification of the Foreign Department Notification No. I486 P., dated the 21st 
June 1876, and under the provisions of Section 2, _Regulation I of 1873, the Governor 
General in Council is pleased to notify that the line described below shall be the Inner 
Line under that Regulation in the District of Seebsaugor :—

2. The line shall follow its present course from the Doyang River to the Desoi River, 
up the Desoi River to the foot of the hills, thence skirting the hills till the River Jhanzi 
is reached, down this river to the point where the present line intersects it, and thence 
along the course of the present, Inner Line to the Disang River.*

* The ei&Ct of this amended notification was to push the Inner lin e  out to the foot of tbs hi Vi a, and 
take in tracts severed with valuable foreet, not In in the actual occupation of Nagaa. The local officer! 
were cautioned, however, against rash reservation of forests in the tract thus included, and against creat­
ing needless apprehensions of encroachment on supposed Maga rights. (Political Proceedings, India,
August 1877, No. 816—23, March 1882, Nos. 36—46.

........... " '



IV--Notification by the Government of India, Foreign Department, No. 2299 P  dated
Che 20ih August 1875, at modified under G. O. No. 1246, dated 19tk J uki 1878.

Under the provisions of Section 2 of Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation 1 of
1873 11 Regulation for the Peace and Gov- 

Caohar. eminent of certain districts on the Eastern
Frontier of Bengal), the Governor General in Council is pleased to notify that the line 
described below' shall be the “ Inner Line” on the southern frontier of the District of 
Can bar ?—

,1 line commencing from the site of the old-post established during the Lushai 
Expedition of 1871-72, a few miles north of tlm Chatter Choora Peak, and running 
them® to the out-costs of Jhaluaoherra along the track out by the police to connect the 
out-posts of Chatter Choora sail Jhatoaeherra ; thence along the Dullessur River, in a 
southern direction, to the south-west corner of the Jhalnacherra grant as revised after 
survey in 1872 s thence along the southern bounds -y of the Jhalnacherra grant, across 
the Jhalnacherra Khali to the top of the range of hills immediately to the east of that 
K hali; thence along the said range in a northern direction to Baropneherra g ran t■ thence 
along the southern and eastern boundaries of the Barooneherra grant, to the mirth- 
eastern corner of the grant. From the north-eastern corner of the Barooneherra grant, 
along the ridge which loads, from that grant for a distance of two miles to a pucoa 
pillar. Thence in an easterly direction to the Kougti Pshar range (this lino being 
marked by three puooa pillars) ; thence along the ridge of the Rengti Pabar range in a 
northern "direction, us far as the point where that range bifurcates into two smaller 
ones, the one leading to the Olaverhouse, the other to the Bara Jalinga grant. From 
the point of bifurcation the line follows the ridge of the western branch'■<* the Rengti 
p»U»r, nr far as the source of the Jalinga j then along the Jalinga River to the south­
east corner of the Sonaeherra g ra n t: and along the eastern boundaries of Sonaeherra and 
Nowarbuod grants to a point whore the police road meets the latter. Thence it follows 
the police road to tho Kukiui River and then runs in a south-easterly direction to the 
western boundary of the Mouierkhall g ra n t; ami follows the west and south boundaries 
of that grant to the River Sonai along which it runs to the north to the opening of the 
police road to Mynadhur, which it follows to the western boundary of that grant. It 
then runs along the west and south boundaries of Mynadhur grant to the River Barak.

Under the provision of the section above quoted, the Governor General in Council 
is further pleased to prohibit all British subjects from, going beyond tho “ Inner Line” 
hereby notified without a pass under the hand and seal of tho Deputy Commissioner 
of Car-bar

fr~  Notification by ike Government of Jienga.1, dated the 30th June 1879—(Political Pro­
ceedings (India), March X879, Nor. 149—62).

W ith the sanction of His Excellency the Governor General in Council, it is hereby 
notified, under the provisions of Section 2, Bengal Eastern Frontier Regulation I  of 
1873 (a Regulation for the Peace and Government of certain districts on the Eastern 
Frontier of Bengal), that the line described below shall be tho “ Inner Line” of the Chitta­
gong Hill T racts:—

This lino of boundary commences at the hill station marked 8, south of Belting 
Sib 2334, on the Jampoi range of hills forming the Hill Tipperah eastern frontier ; it 
then runs along the whole course of the “  Tulenpui” or “ Sujjuk’’ Rivet to  its junction 
with th-s Kamafuli River, a little north of Demagiri; thence it continues eastwards along 
this stream up to the junction of the “  Tui Chong” River, after which it follows the 
whole course of this river to a point immediately to the south-east of the hill station of 
the Ohipum No. 5 ; then turning westwards, crosses the Ohipum range of hills, and joins 
the Tliega Khali at a point midway between the hill stations of Saichal, Nos. 2 and 8, 
after which it follows the course of the Thega Khali River to is source; then again 
turns south westwards and follows the water-shed of the Weybong range of hills, until 
it meets the southern hill station of Keofcnvdoug on the south-eastern boundary’of the 
Chiteigong Hill Tracts, following the water-shed until it moots tho frontier of that 
portion of tho Arracan Hill Tracts in which order and regularity are maintained.

. ___________________ APPETDXX_____________ _________________ _____ _



2. I t  is further notified, under the provisions of Section 2 of the said Regulation, 
that all British subjects except the Luslmis of the Thanglowa and Syloo elans and the 
members of the frontier police while on active duty, are strictly prohibited from going 
beyond the inner line without a pass under the hand ami seal of the Deputy Commissioner 
of ’ the Chittagong Hill Tracis, or of such other officer as he may authorise to grant such 
pass.

3. The following form of pass is proscribed under Section 4 of the said Regula­
tion : —

This pass is granted to , son of
resident of ■ It authorizes him to go beyond the
inner line of the Chittagong Hill Tracts, and will remain in force from 
to

The holder of this pass shall not collect any forest produce or tap India-rubb sr or 
kill any elephant whilst within the Lushai country.

He shall produce this pass whenever balled on to do so by any officer or private of 
the frontier Police Force in charge of a frontier post, or on patrol duty.

4. A fee of one rupee shall be payable on each pass, and no pass shall remain in 
force for more than six calendar months.
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THE 8EEB3AEGOR SAGAS IN  1873-~(i?A«s 08).

From P. T. CABNRSY, »«/„ Assistant Commissioner of Jorehaut, to t i e  Deputy Commie- 
sioner of Ueehsauyor.—iVo. *115, dated Jorehaui, the XOth Ju ly  1873*

lu  compliance with tile request expressed in your demi-official letter lately received,
I have the honour to submit such information as I possess regarding the Maga tribes in­
habiting the hills lying on the southern boundary of the Jorehaut sub-division. The 
tribes of whom we have any actual knowledge inhabit merely the outer edge of the hills 
which extend from the southern boundary of the Assam valley to Burma ; none of the 
people vre see come from villages more than three days’ journey from the plains. We 
know scarcely more of the real Maga than vve should do of the Kbaai Hills were our 
communications from the Assam Side cut off at N ungpo, and there was no way into them 
from Sylliet, Of Iko tribes beyond, who are called Abors, but who are, of course, Negus, 
we know nothing ; none of them, so far as I am aware, having ever been soon: in the 
plains nor would St appear did Colonel Brodie succeed in getting any of them to come 
into hlS Camp when in these hills. They are prevented from doing so by our friends who 
know what tlna advantage of holding trade in their own hands is, and carefully exclude 
their more remote neighbours from intercourse with us. With regard to them also they 
are very chary of giving information, always when questioned say ing the Abors are wild 
savages who know nothing and try to kid every 011c who goes near their villages, but they 
cannot deny that most of the cotton and other things they bring down cernes from the 
Alior villages, and that the Abors who consume most of the. salt and rotten fish they 
take away, also buy the Maos.

a. In  the coid season of 1844 Colonel Brodie, thou Deputy Commissioner of the 
Seebsaugdr District, made a tour through the bills, marking from the .Dikhon to the 
Doyang, and in the course of it passing through a number of the villages lying between 
the Janjhee and Knkodonga, the eastern aud western boundaries of this sub-division, he 
mot, with no opposition and took agreements from the different chiefs, in which they 
acknowledged the supremacy of tho British Government, aud undertook to abstain from 
making war on each other. These agreements, however, do not appear to have been 
strictly observed at any time, and very soon became a dead letter. So far as I  am aware,
Colonel Brodie was the first British officer who visited this tract of country and the last.
Soon after his time the policy of Government with regard to the treatment of the hill 
people changed, and our officers were discouraged from interfering with them or visiting 
the hills, while no occasion has ever arisen for sending any expedition into their country.
As Colonel Brodie found the different Nag* communications in 1841, so I belie ve they 
will he found now. Progress there has been little or none, and their history has been one 
series of petty raids and broils, each tribe keeping up one or more blood feuds with some 
of its neighbours, or the still wilder tribes beyond. But they have made no raid into the 
plains since our occupancy of Assam, nor so far as 1 can ascertain for a long time before it, 
though they appear to have received “ black-mail” in  former days from the Assam rulers.
These tribes are neither so strong nor so well organised as tho tribes to the east of the 
Janjhee. 'The difference in the latter respect exists flow, with a few exceptions, as it did 
when Colonel Brodie made his journey. Ho on this point, says “ The Hugos coma 
down here to Samsha in very large numbers, and I was somewhat fearful of an outbreak, 
for a great many of the chiefs were in a state of intoxication and appeared to have very 
little control over their followers. We saw a marked difference in this respect here and 
as vve went on west ward. Hitherto wo had found the chiefs sober and their orders readily 
obeyed, but henceforward we were to meet with nothing but drunken rabbles. In  each 
village there are dozens of aspirants for power, and we had daily to witness brawls 
between them that threatened to be serious, and perhaps lead to collision with us. By 
great forbearance, however, on the part, of my escort things went on as well as could be 
iioped for, mid we completed our tour without any untoward occurrence.”

8. These Ntgas, like those to both west and east, are armed with spear and dhao 
the latter being by all accounts the weapon on which they nmiuly depend for real hand- 
to-hand work. They sometimes use the shield and sometimes not. They, so far as I
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know do not use Bra-arms to any extent-, though a certain amount of old musket# mast 
have found their way into the hills. Since I hare been here one trader has beer, '•onvioted 
of selling fire-arm# to Nagas, but they were Angami# from Saroagooting, who are superior 
in intelligence to  onr Nagas, and raoro fitted to make use of fire-arms efficiently As 
thing# are, I  believe fifty good men, well armed, could go wherever thev chose and take 
any village in these hills. The fighting whioh goes on at present is nearly all of a sneak­
ing and desultory kind, there being few or no attempts at open attack. Every village la 
constantly prepared against surprise, parties of their men keeping continual watch and 
ward over the village gate-ways.

4. The people of all the tribe# known to us are great traders, and parties of them 
art continually to be met with in the cold season, when they bring down cotton, chillies, 
ginger, &6., and take away salt, iron, dbaos, fish, and pariah pups. I t  is, I  believe, their 
appreciation of the value of this trade that makes the Nagas peaceable neighbours to us.
By the stoppage of it  they would not only lose much profit, but be pressed by the Abors 
from behind,, who jnst now are satisfied with getting what they w ant; but if supplies 
were out off would insist on pressing forward to trade for themselves direct. In  1.872,
■When the Mokilai and Jongpay dooars were blockaded, they began to complain that the 
Abors were threatening thorn because their salt was stopped. ‘ From this trade the differ-, 
out tribes-must have amassed :: dirge amount of material wealth, especially of late from 
rubber, on the purchase of whioh large sums have been spent, but in  thus respect, at all 
events, it appears that for the present they have killed the goose which laid the golden 
eggs, for the two latest parties who were here complained that their trees had ceased to 
yield rubber; to whioh their Kotogi added that i t  was no wonder, for they had boon 
chopping them all over from the roots to the upper branches. Unfortunately, too, much 
money is now squandered by Nagas on opium, and many of thorn, particularly from the 
nearer tribes, are confirmed eaters of the drug. Some opium is grown in the hills, but 
not enough for the consumption there, so considerable quantities of Government opium 
are taken away by Nagas. 'The Nagas who have regularly taken to opium are miserable 
specimens of ‘humanity, and it is a great pity that this evil habit should ever have taken 
root amongst them.

S; Intercourse with the different tribes is maintained through interpreters or 
Kotogis residing in the plains in some village near their paths. The Kotogis are in pos­
session of the laud held by each tribe or group of tribes and make what they can out of it 
in retairn entertaining the Nagas when they oome down. I t  is the custom also for the 
Nagas to leave their spears at their Kotogi’s house as they' come down from the hills on 
trading expeditions, and to reclaim them on their return, In every tribe on this border, 
however, some men are to be found who have learnt Assamese, and are spokesmen for the 
rest when brought in contact with the plains people. In  dealing with the tribes these 
men are very useful. I  have always found them very sensible in their ideas, considering 
what their opportunities for acquiring knowledge are, and they are not such great liars as 
the Kotogis, though quite had enough in that respect.

6. The Nagas we have to deal with hero are divided into three main groups accord 
„ ing to the paths or “ dooms” they use. These
Jhrtat.a Vot»n. are—beginning at the west corner of f.besub-

JUkootee. division—first, the Bartolla dooars whioh are
Akhook. • the paths debouching near tho Kakodnngti
Mekilai stream (the west boundary of the sub-divi-
Joa«»y. siou) > second, the Hattigur dooars or paths

coming out where the Desoi flows from the 
Mattiffur Dwari. hills, and the place whore the great elephant

„ . ... trap of the Assamese kings ended,—hence the
MwVegson. name of H attygur; third, the Assyringia
.lapboo” dooars, which include the paths between
Moondng. Debmpar and the Janjhee River, the eastern
Booragaon. boundary of the aub-division. In the margin
Hoiabureea. is a list of tribes using each debar, taken no-

cording to situation from west to east. The 
Attyringia Dmnn. group of Nag* communities using each dooar

N speak the same language, or at all events
AasyringSa. dialects so much alike as to be easily under-
Lttsaoo. stood by all. Tbs language of the "different
B r t C T i  groups differs entirely, the men from Bortolla
Burs Hjinong. and Assyringia meeting cannot understand

each other in the least,
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7. The Lakootee and Akhook tribes are not properly Jorehaut Nagas, as they live 
in the hills overhanging Mukrung and l iilladharee in Golaghaut, but they occasionally 
use the Bortolla dooar, and are in alliance with the Jongpays, through whose village 
they pass and repass. Both, villages are Strong and large for this part of the frontier.
They were estimated by Colonel llrodie to contain 200 and 300 inhabitants, and these 
numbers have not, so far as I  can learn, decreased, as the tribes have not for years been 
seriously cut up and have had additions to their populations by runaways from the 
Jongpay Suree and Malu&soe tribes. Lakootee is the strongest village of the two, and is 
under two Chiefs who have more control over their followers than is usual amongst the 
Jorehaut Nagas. One of these Chiefs is a young and energetic man, who, when wo were 
blockading the Sonarigaon tribe in .1.872, offered to go and clear out the Sonarigaon 
village if Captain Blathwayt would give him a dozen old muskets, and was believed to be 
. . . .  in earnest and ready to do what he offered.*
* This village Is ‘it an deration of about 1500 rvuninw down In IW tn lli from  T.nVwnteA nndfeet, and the hisiUeat of all now referred to. LO m lug 'town 10 liortoi a  iron! .IjaKOOtec ana

Akhook the Jongpay village is passed, though 
this belongs to a weak and rather miserable tribe of about sixty families, who are support­
ed almost entirely by trading, and do not grow enough grain for their consumption.
When their dooar was blockaded in 1872 they wore very hardly put to it, and when the 
blockade was raised were just on the point of abandoning their village and going off to 
join the Mekilais en masse. The Jongpays are a comparatively harmless set, but are 
allies of the Mekilais, and most of them have taken heads either from the Hattyguria 
or Abor tribes in the usual sneaking way. Jongpay lies low and only about fivo hours’ 
journey from the foot of the hills. The people are physically very poor specimens of 
Nagas.

8. On the same range as tho Jongpays, and using the same dooars, but further to 
the east, lie two villages named Tunee and Malusee. They were attacked arid destroyed 
by the Hattygurias in their great outbreak, and suffered considerably. The remnant o£ 
the Surees. numbering some sixty fighting men, immigrated bo Lakootee. The Malusees 
struck south into the hills about, two days’ journey ; and on the border of the country 
htdd by the Abors at a place named Alcookot they found a small tribe with whom they 
coalesced, and they now represent their village us containing about 200 houses. These 
Nagas are great traders, and are, so far as can be learnt from them, just now at peace with 
all their neighbours.

9. On tho eastern flank of the country held by the Akookot people lies the Mekilai 
tribe, about a day and half’s journey from the plains. The village was visited by Colonel 
Brodie, and is described by him as “ a very large and strongly-stockaded village.” I t  is 
the strongest and most populous of tliis group, and has been the barrier against the 
Hattygurias, who but for its existence would have cleared out all the country up to the 
Kokodonga. The tribe numbers, so far as I can learn, about 500 fighting men, and 
though they have had many losses in war, their numbers have been pretty well kept, up 
by men from weaker tribes joining them. There was in Colonel Brodie’s time a village 
called Mohnm lying between them and the plains, the inhabitants of which have gone 
over to Mekilai en masse. The Mekilais have been at continual feud with the Hatty* 
girias in general, and the Bordoobya clan in particular, for many years, and there have 
been continual losses on both sides. The clan have a bad name for turbulence, but have 
given us no real trouble. They have bad several squabbles with the owners of tho 
Borhola garden, but it has never gone further than words, except on one occasion, some 
seven years ago, when they cut down some tea bushes in an out garden which they de­
clared to be on their lan«L The police went out, but the Nagas had of course gone off 
long before their arrival. Some time after an attempt was made to burn down the 
Borhola factory, bat that was the work of a  drunken man, who was severely thrashed by 
bis own friends far it.

10. The Mekilais, like most of the other tribes, have no particular Chief, but are, 
when sober, guided to a certain extent by four or five middle-aged men, who have earned 
a reputation as warriors. 11

11. To the oast of Mekilai and in sight of it  is Bordoobya, the most westerly of 
the H attygnr group and the atrongst on tho Jorehaut frontier. The Uorduobyas number, 
so far as 1 can learn, Some BOO or 700 fighting men, who were, until about three years 
ago, kept pretty well in hand under one Chief. This Chief, baking, had much influence 
and must have been an able man About three years ago he fell into an ambush and was 
killed ; a party of Mekilais were lurking near a stream under Bordoobya on the look-out 
for heads one morning, a.ud had an extraordinary piece of luck, for Datong, accompanied
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by only two followers, came down to look at a fish-trap, and was, of course, killed. The 
Mekilais are exceedingly proud of this fact, and it was acted in pantomime before me with 
great eclat The Naga story goes that after the Bordoobya Chief was down, but still 
alive, one of the Mekilais commenced cutting off his head, but in a bungling way, when 
the Chief reviled him for carrying a blunt dhao, and said “ take my dhao which is always 
sharp and cut my head off properly.” Some years after Colonel Brodie’s visit the Bordoo- 
byas suddenly attacked the Siunsha village, one of considerable size, and took it. 1 nose 
of the inhabitants who escaped fled to the plains for shelter, and the tribe has never 
recovered since j some of them are now ordinary ryots in the plains and a few live on a 
hillock just over the Homval tea garden in an open village. They have never been 
molested by the Bordoobyas, and are quite friendly with them non'. The origin of the 
attack was, I  believe, a dispute about jhoom land, the Kamshas having taken up a niece 
which had been previously cleared by the Bordoobyas. I t  was after the attack on 
Hanwha, that the Bordoobyas pressed on to the west and destroyed the Suree and Malusee 
villages So Ear as T ascertain, the tribe has only given us trouble on one occasion 
since Colonel Brodie’s visit to the hills, that was about twenty years ago, when they lifted 
a number of cattle from Moreeanee mouzah. A. guard was then sent out to their dooar, 
and after a little pressure the cattle which had not been eaten were returned, and 
compensation received for those that were. About eight years ago a murder was com­
mitted by one of the clan near the Iiouwal factory. The murderer was given up, and on 
conviction sentenced to transportation, The murdered man was a shop-keeper who had 
cheated the Naga about the sale of some opium, and he in revenge came down and killed 
him In addition to their Mekilai feud the Bordoobyas say they have much fighting 
with the Abors to the south, and I  have no doubt this is true. They are physically good 
specimens of Nagas for this frontier,

13 None of the other villages forming the Hattygur group are of such importance 
as Bordoohva. Kolabom is the next largest, and the others are comparatively small.
All lying further to the east and north than Bordoobya have that village as a sort of 
Bulwark between them and the Abors and Mekilais t all are in alliance, and join on 
great occasions in raids. They have always been peaceful so far as weare concerned.
The villages are none of them nearer the plains than the second range of lulls. Bordoobya 
and Moonsing lie on the third,

13 The tribes using the Debrnpar dooars nearly all live on the ridge between the 
plains and the Tiroo, a tributary of the Janjboe. The hills are from about 1,600 to 2,800 
feet high, and immediately overhanging the Terai and visible from them. Hie villages 
are all small, numbering from 40 to about 120 houses, and well disposed to us In tlia 
cold season numbers of these Nagas come down and work for the planters at jungle, 
cutting. They also supply the factories with mats. The villages, are all strongly
stockaded, however, and they indulge in raiding and counter-raiding with tribes beyond.
Th© It am poongya p©opl© call themselves disciples of the Dukhinpat Gossaio, and every 
year some of them pay him a visit and make some offerings. Their conversion to 
Iiindooism, however, is only in name. They say the Gossain did once explain a, great, 
deal about religion to a deputation from the tribe, but that what it was all about they 
have altogether forgotten. They, however, pretended not to cat beef, but that is only a 
pretence. One Chief, Ambugoo by name, has more hold over them than is the case 
with the other tribes. He considers himself very civilized, and is very fond of wearing 
a beaver hut and dress coat, with which a European gentleman presented him. The 
Bampoongya village has been twice visited by Mr, Begg of Beehingapar factory (the 
second time about four months ago), who has always been very hospitably received. Ho 
describes the village as very difficult of access, the situation having been skilfully chosen 
so as to allow at only two very narrow approaches. The village itself, however, is com­
manded by another height within easy rifle rang,-, so that it could not bo held for any 
time against an attack by well armed troops. The strength of all these villages lies m 
the difficulty of access ; but I fancy that as it is with Bampoongya, so it is with most, 
and that they could not be held against well armed men.

14. To the south of these villages and on the higher ridge between the Tiroo and 
Janiliee lie the two Hym.rng villages • these Are larger than Bampoongya and the other 
villages near it, but far inferior in strength to the better organized tribes east of the 
Janihee. The Dekho Hymang village was during the past cold weather visited by Mr.
Clark of the Seehsaugor American Mission. He met with a hospitable reception and 
good treatment, and f believe a large number of the tribe expressed a wish to become 
Christians. They have bad indeed a catechist amongst them for some time. Hie 
Kansingias are in the habit of bullying and levying black-mail from those villages, and

»
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in 1871, when I  was at Gabburoo Purbat, a party had just been down selling  ̂some 
property to make up a sum of sixty rupees in rash, that being the sum the KaiisingiM 
had demanded with the alternative of attack in cam of refusal.

15. There is no marked physical difference between 'lie Nagas of different tribes on 
this frontier except that the men from the lower-lying villages near the plains ore interior 
in size to those coming from the higher tribes. In dress, such ns it is, all are pretty 
much alike, only each clan has its own tartan. Generally, in their own villages, ail the
men and women wear a very small piece of cloth secured by a string round the wais.,
and very often, the men at least, dispense with that. The women when they come down 
to the plains were a short kilt. Every one except the very poorest has a cloth in addition.
This doth is of cotton, dyed black, and dark shades of red, blue, and green, arranged in 
stripes differing with different tribes. This cloth is worn over the shoulders, l he spears 
carried by the different tribes also differ in pattern, though all arc of the ordinary Naga 
kind, the difference is in the length of the shaft and situation of the ornamental tutts ot 
red and black goat’s hair on it.

16. The Nagas on this frontier do not tattoo their faces as a mark of manhood, but 
when one of them has taken his first head lie is entitled to wear the Kapantah, that is a 
slip of bamboo about eighteen inches long and an inch and u lmlf broad covered with line 
cane work, dyed yellow and red, and fringed with red and black goats’ hairs, or m some 
cases human hair. This they wear strung round the neck exactly like the piece of Stick 
villagers tie round their goats’ necks to prevent them getting through fences. On fating 
a second head the man assumes a collar of boar’s tusks round his nock, which he wears 
ever after; and for a third head he is entitled to wear on great occasions an apron 
covered whh cowrie shells, and is looked upon as a great warrior, and keeps a tally of 
heads taken on his cloth. This tally is on a white stripe let into the middle of the sheet, 
and is kept in a pattern painted on it. i have counted up to twenty-five heads on a 
Mekilai’s doth. All these lie declared were taken with his own hands, and included 
those of men, women, and children indiscriminately. Some of these heads were, no doubt, 
taken in fair fight, but the majority were those of ’wretched old women surprised our. on 
the “ jhoom,” or at some spring. The full moon is the usual time chosen for head­
hunting expeditions, when smaller or largo parties start off. They practice divining 
before going out, and if the omens are bad will not start. The mode which they have 
shown mo ’was a very simple one. The leader of the intended war party simply cuts two 
thin chips of wood about the size of the thumb nail, ami holding them lightly together 
between his finger and thumb lets them fall on the ground from a height of eighteen 
inches or so ; if the chips fall and lie close together on the ground, the omen is favourable 
and the party start. If the chips fall apart, then they put off the expedition to another 
day. I believe they have other modes of divination which they would not show as they 
were evidently averse to talking on the subject, and very reluctantly explained their chip 
system.

17. Even when enemies, the different tribes seem to intermarry. This was even the 
case between the Bordoobyas anil Mokilais until a short time ago, when a party of men 
from the latter tribe escorted a woman of their village to the home of a man of Bordoobya 
who had takeu her to wife. These men were hospitably entertained and made drunk, 
then when on their way home again were set upon and killed. This was considered even 
by Nagas as a very black piece of treachery.

18. So far as I  can make out these Nagas have no particular sense of religion , but 
dread the influence of evil spirits, and endeavour to propitiate them in times of sickness 
or misfortune by sacrifices of animals, from cooks up to buffaloes, according to the emer­
gency of the case.

19. The Assamese acouse the Nagas of cattle-stealing, and I  have no doubt a good 
many stolon cattle find their way into the hills, but I question if, except in very rare 
instances, the Nagas are the actual thieves, though they are always ready to buy cattle 
without any questions askiu, In  only one instance, since I have been here, have the 
Nagas been caught actually taking away stolon cattle. That was not long ago, when the 
owner of the oat! le, with the aid of the Kotogi, followed gome Kamgpoongias into the hills 
and recovered his property peacefully. In this case the cattle had been sold to the Nagas 
by an Assamese for about tbeir full value, and there was no proof, that they knew they 
were purchasing stolon property.

20. There has not, so far as 1 know, been any Naga outrage approaching in atrocity 
to the late attack, on the Bor Lungees committed so near our rent-paying lands ; indeed, 
there seems a sort of tacit agreement among the tribes here about not to interfere with
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each other’s trading parties. They, no doubt, see that were a system of cutting up these 
parties to a rise, all their trade would be paralyzed, and they are too prudent to risk that.
'I'he cutting up of tho Bor Lungees, though it took place on the west bank of the Janjhee, 
was the handiwork of people coming from the eastern side.

21. Tho Nagas of the .Jorebaut country, in common with those living farther, talk 
very big about “ their land.” hut they have no particular line up to which they claim. 
Generally it is where the land begins to rise, i, from tho plain to hill. In  other parts 
they say their land comes well out into the l ’erai, but in no case do they actually claim 
any ground under cultivation by Assamese ryots nor any tea gardens, the Mekilais appar­
ently having given up their claim on the Serello garden as hopeless. When talking to 
them on the spot, they said they merely wanted their right of way kept up through part 
of it, and to that the manager of the concern had. no objection.

22. With the tribes inhabiting the hills to the oast and west of their own, the 
Jorehaut Nagas have very little communication, and know very little about them.

C i ) |  %L
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APPENDIX D.

ORDERS OR 1838 ON HILL TIPPERAH TRANSIT DUES—(page 282).

To J . J .  I I aUTKY, Esq., Commissioner of the Chittagong Division,—So. 121, dated the
21th December 1838.

I  am directed by the Honourable the Deputy Governor of Bengal to acknowledge 
your letter (No. 22) of the 2nd May last, together with its enclosures, upon the subject 
of the claim of the Rajah of Tipperah to levy transit duties within his independent 
territory.

2. The correspondence in this case, which is voluminous, commenced on the 10th 
October 1836 with a letter from Mr. Dampier, in which complaint was made of the Rajah 
of Tipperah levying ’‘sayerat duties within his zemindary on cotton and other produce, 
although, at the time of the perpetual settlement, a remission to a  largo amount was 
granted on the jumma of his estate as a compensation for the abolition of the sayer mehal 
and the collection of such duties has been expressly prohibited by law.”

3. Notwithstanding this, Mr. Dampier stated, the Rajah levied duties at 28 ghilts 
and 29 phaurees within the Tipperah zemindary in the Company’s territories, and also 
at the passes leading from the bill territory of the Rajah to the Company’s territory.
Both levies were, in Mr, Datnpier’a opinion, irregular and illegal. The former (that 
within the territory of the Company) the Commissioner considered himself competent to 
prohibit, forthwith ; the latter he left for the consideration of Government. He sug­
gested a t the same time that the opportunity should be taken to ascertain the correct 
boundary between the Rajah’s bill territory and his zemindary, as it was believed that tho 
Rajah, iu his independent capacity, had made many encroachments on the latter territory.

4. On an attentive consideration of Air. Datnpior’s teport, and the documents 
appended to it, it appeared to the Government of Bengal that, upon representation by tho 
local authorities of tho evil effect of the sayerat levied by the Rajah in his zemindary, 
and continued by the Collectors while the zemindary was under khas management, the 
Government of 1788 had resolved to abolish the collections, in the zemindary, of 
sayer duties from the inhabitants of the hills and others, and thus gave up collections 
averaging Rs. 30,762 per annum. When in 1792 the zemindary, heretofore held khas 
was restored to tho Rajah at the decennial settlement, the sudder jumma engaged for by 
him was Sicca Rs. 1,37,001, being about Rs. 28.000 less than it had been before the 
abolition of the above duties.

5. But, it  was remarked, the Rajah has two capacities—one that of zemindar within 
the pale of the permanent settlement, the other that of an independent prince in his own 
hill territory', and it was clear, from a petition presented by his attorney, that the Itajah 
now claimed to levy transit duty on produce within his own territory, it being stated' to 
be his only source of revenue.

6. Concerning the levy of sayerat in the settled zemindary, His Lordship came to 
the conclusion that it was clearly and absolutely illegal and improper, aud it was therefore 
prohibited by my predecessor’s letter No. 2038 of 15th November 1836. Further the 
impression upon the Governor’s mind was, that the Rajah had no right to levy these duties
at all at any station. This impression was founded upon the following considerations *

7. Tho duties levied by the fanners of the British Government up to duly 1788 
comprehended all those which the present E*ajah claims a right to exact. Mr .'B uller 
wrote in that year that—•“ besides cotton, timber, bamboos, rataim, straw, and every other 
article pay a heavy cess as they pass by the ghats of the sayer mehals and Mr. Bignoll 
the Rajah s Attorney, states that ” the produce of the ’l\pperah mountains consists chiefly 
of cotton, bamboos, wood, grass and canes;” and that—1” upon the exportation of this 
mountain produce—the Rajah had always been in the habit of levying a moderate duty.”
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Indeed, it was clear, on comparing Mr. Boiler’s reports of 1?88 with Mr. Bignoll’s letter 
of the 10th October 1836, that the nature of the demand, and the manner of its realiza­
tion, corr&sponded exactly as far as the produce of the hills was concerned.

8. But as no trace could he found that the then Rajah levied any duty as chief of the 
hills, or that he claimed any right to impose such a tax (which, in all probability, the 
traffic in question could not have borne whilst saddled with the impost of the British 
Government), the conclusion to be deduced from Mr. Buller’s reports was that no such 
pretensions were then advanced, and that the duties were considered to belong to the 
British Government exclusively—a conclusion which was further corroborated by the same 
officer’s letter of the 17th March 1788, of which a copy has been furnished to the Rajah. 
Indeed, His Lordship thought it was not likely that tile Government of that year would 
have given up a revenue averaging its. 80,000* per annum, for the benefit alike of the 
inhabitants of the hills and of the plains, if they had anticipated, or even thought it pos­
sible, that the Rajah of Tipperah would take advantage of the concession to impose just as 
burthensome and vexatious imposts upon one part at least of the trade.

9. But beyond this it appeared to Lord Auckland that the Rajah ha,d already 
received and enjoyed since 1792 (in which year the ancestor of the present Rajah was 
admitted to engage for his zemindary) an ample compensation for these duties, the de­
mand against him as zemindar of Tipperah having been reduced to tho extent of Rs. 
28,000, el. Rs. 30,000 per annum, the boon to the people having been accompanied by the 
order for “ remission of such portion of the jumma of the Skyer, (to tho malgoozar) as 
Mr. Buller upon enquiry might deem adequate to the amount realized fron? the col­
lections,” and this order having been oarriad into effect by the remission of the whole 
jumma.

10. Upon these premises, His Lordship was inclined to think that tho levy of all 
duties upon the traffic carried on between the hills and the champaign country should be 
absolutely interdicted, and it was urged to the Rajah, in my predecessor’s address before 
quoted, that he could have no equitable claim to enjoy a t the same time the peaceful ini- 
(nullities of a zemindar under the shield of tho permanent settlement, by which the remis­
sion above quoted had been guaranteed to him in prepetuity, and the extreme rights of an 
independent sovereign prince. The Rajah was also informed that the Government ooukl 
not, so long as all conditions on bis part were fulfilled, re-impose upon his estate in the 
plains the amount of the remitted revenue, he being a British subject protected by the 
laws of 1793. But, being so protected, and having enjoyed since 1792 the advantages of a 
large and profitable zemindary, rendered far more valuable than it formerly was by tho 
abolition of the duties in question (which must have greatly impoverished his own 'ryots 
the principal customers and suppliers of the hill tribes), the Governor could not think 
that ho had any right to levy any of those same duties as Rajah of the hills. I t  was also 
endeavoured to show the Rajah that he would be benefited rather than damaged, even in 
a pecuniary point of view, by the entire interdiction of the imposts which he claimed a 
right to exact; for as his tenants, both of the hills and plains, would be the chief gainers, 
it was probable that it would place him indirectly in the enjoyment of a larger revenue by 
giving him much more quiet, thriving and peaceable subjects and ryots, than he could 
hope to possess, were they subjected to the vexation and extortion inseparable from the 
levy of the cesses to w hich he laid claim.

11. Accordingly, on the date already quoted, the Rajah was called upon to reply to 
the arguments against his claim to levy transit duties in his own territory as above de­
tailed, and generally to show cause why he should not be prohibited from collecting the 
duties in question as well on the hills ns on the plains.

12. To this call tho Rajah replied at great length on the 6th March 18,37. Assum­
ing that the right of an independent chief to levy taxes within his own dominions would 
not ba disputed unless some compact could be adduced in proof of the abandonment of 
the right, he proceeded to argue that in tho present instance no such compact, could be 
shown ; that the duties abolished in 1788 did not include the sayerat within the h ills: and 
that the compensation received by the Rajah was not on account of these duties, but on 
account of the sayerat duties, formerly levied in the zemindary, and abolished in 1778, 
when the zemindary was under tho kiias management of the officers of Government. 13

13. Accordingly he stated these duties had always been levied sineo 1792 up to the 
present time as was acknowledged by Mr. Darnpier himself, and the onus of proof of the 
ebsenoe of right to levy these duties should, under such circumstances, be upon the Gov­
ernment. He contended that the duties were altogether distinct from the duties for
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which compensation was made at the time of tho decennial settlement, and affirmed that 
no proof had been attempted to the contrary, while the fact itself was capable of the most 
complete demonstration.

14. He went on to state that, on the 14th August 1789, a proclamation, consequent 
on the orders of 178.8 for the relinquishment of the sayer duties in the zemindary, was 
issued by Mr. Duller at Tipperah. This advertisement was addressed to the inhabitants 
of ohukla Roshunabad, and prohibited the levy of duties on cotton in that chukla. That 
on the 19th December of the same year, Mr. Duller issued a notice to the inhabitants of 
Noornugger, Besolghur, Dhurumpore, Gopynatpore, Cotter Gunganugger, Chumpanugger, 
and other pergunnahs included in ohukla Roshunabad, “ except pergunnah Kolaysheer,’
All these pergunnahs, he stated, were notoriously in the zemin dary, while tnat excepted 
was as well known to be in the hill territory. This proclamation states that the sayer 
melial of Kolaysheer had never at any time been united to that of Noornugger, but that 
on a former notice its name had, by mistake, been inserted. But that in Kolaysheer the 
Rajah was absolute or independent, and the former customs must therefore continue in 
force there. He adduced a similarly-worded perwauuah to the inhabitants of Kolaysheer 
bearing Mr. Duller’s signature.

15. Other proofs of this nature are brought forward in (his reply, all tending strong­
ly to support the Rajah’s right to the duties, and to show that his hill territory is distinct 
from the zemindary in the plains, and was not included in the measures of 1788 for the 
abolition of sayer duties in the latter.

16. Tills reply being forwarded to Mr. Dampier was answered by that officer on the 
3rd May 1837. He stated that the exception made in Mr. Buller’s notices and perwan- 
nahs of pergunnah Kolaysheer or Kaleesheer was owing, not to the cause assigned by the 
Rajab, but to the circumstance of that pergunnah being in Sylhet and not in Tipperah, 
and that Kaleesheer was not in the lull territory but in the zemindary, as could be proved 
by certain settlement papers referred to. Mr. Dampier observes, upon tho Rajah’s admis­
sion, that the collection of duties was always made at plaoes within tho zemindary, and not 
within the hill territory, and thus infers that the sayer duties abolished in 1788 were inclu­
sive of tho hill duties as well as those of the plains. Mr. Dampier argues that as tho 
engagement for the zemindary a t the decennial settlement was signed by the Rajah as for 
pergunnah Roshunabad, dakilla khood, Sirkar Odeypore, which Odeypore was the original 
place of residence of the Rajah within the hills (since removed to Augurtollah), and these 
engagements bind him ns zemindar not to collect sayer duties; the Rajah is therefore 
bound not to collect them anywhere, whether in the zemindary or in the hill territory.
In  short, Mr. Dampier continues, the tahoods of the settlement and other papers extant 
clearly prove that the territory called independent is not in fact so, but is part of the 
settled zemindary of Roshunabad, or that at any rate that Augurtollah, where the Rajah 
now resides, is not within the hill territory but is part and parcel at the zemindary. He 
concludes by recommending that a local investigation should bo made with a view of 
fixiflg more clearly the boundary between the settled estates of Tipperah and the hill 
territory, since he has reason to think that much of what is now claimed as part of the 
latter should in fact belong to the former.

17. In  a subsequent letter, dated 23rd May, Mr. Dampier continues the subject of 
the Rajah’s territorial encroachments, and forwards documents to establish the fact. These 
are processes of the Tipperah authorities previous to the decennial settlement, directed to 
Odeypore and other places within what is now termed tho independent territory—pro­
cesses which could not have been issued if those places had in fact been within that 
territory,

18. On tho 2nd August 1837 Mr. Dampier submitted a further letter on tho 
subject, with documents, to prove that Augurtollah and Odeypore, now said to be part 
of the hill territory, were in reality portions of the zemindary, and to show that Kalee- 
sheer or Kolaysheer was excepted from the notice of Mr, Bulier, because it was in the 
Sylhet district, and not because it was in the hill territory.

19. These papers were made over to Mr. Bignell, the Rajah’s Attorney, who, on the 
4th November 1837, replied to them at large. Referring to Mr. Dampier’s statement 
that Kolaysheer or Kolasheer, commonly called Oott.er Kalasheer, was in the settled 
zemindary, as proved by certain settlement papers of 1786-87 (when the zemindary was 
held kbasi, iu which it stands third on the list, Mr. Bignell says that the settlement 
papers of that year, obtained by him from the Office cf tho Secretary to the Bengal Gov­
ernment, agree in the third item on the list with the jumma quoted by Mr. Dampier,
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viz., Rs. 5,201, but that the mime is not Ootter Kalasheer, but Ooll.r Balissur, a plane 
well known in the present day, as within the zemiudary, and distant 40 or 50 miles from 
Kalasheer. Respecting Mr, Dampier’a explanation of the exception of Kalasheer iii Mr. 
Bailor’s notice, which Mr. Dampier contended was only occasioned by the circumstance 
of Kalasheer being in Sylhet and not in Tipperah, Mr. Bignell observes that Mr. Buller 
who must have known the reasons for the exception better than Mr. Dampier, can now 
know them, expressly stated in his notice and perwannah that it was because Kalasheer 
was iu the independent territory. In  fact, says Mr. Bignell, no part of the remindary 
wee ever in Sylhet, and if oven it were, it would not alter the case, for the whole zemin- 
dnri/, wherever situated, was in 1788 held klias, and it was respecting the zomindary so 
held klias that the orders for the abolition of the sayer were issued.

20. On a certain document marked I, brought forward by Mr. Pampier, he remarks 
that it appears not to be authentic, and at any race is unintelligible, and he points out the 
circumstances iu the document which induce him to think so.

21. He brings forward a paper of 1810 in which Mr. Patton, then Collector of the 
District, acknowledged Kalasheer to be in the independent territory ; in which also, ho 
adds, it was included by Captain Fisher in his survey of 1822.

22. He recurs to the proof afforded on the former occasion, by the production of a 
perwannah from the Magistrate of Sylhet, and showed that the duties there spoken of 
were levied, not in the district of Sylhet, but in the Rajah’s hill territories.

23. Ho says that Mr. Dampier, admitting that the Rajah had no other source of 
revenue in the hills but these duties, had endeavoured from that very circumstance to 
prove that tile allowance of Its. 1,000 per mensem, given to the Rajah by Government 
when the zemin iary was held klias, was a demonstration that he was not a t'that time sup­
posed to levy any duties, or to derive any revenue within the hill territory.

24. But, continues Mr, Bignell, a letter on this subject from Mr. Buller, dated 1787, 
completely refutes this, tor in that letter, referring to certain balances <lue from the 
zemmdary, it is stated—“ the zemindar may be made to liquidate this from the produce of 
his tern ion/ or possessions on the hills, which, 1 understand, is something considerable.”

25. Mr. Bignell denies that the Rajah had, in any part; of the discussion, a d m i t t e d ,  

as supposed by Mr. Dumpier, that, previous to the decennial settlement, the duties in the 
hills and the duties in the plains were both collected at ghat? in the plains, and he con­
cludes this part of the argument by asserting that the allegations against the Rajah’s 
claims have now been completely refutod.

2(5. Upon tho boundary question, Mr. Bignell, after objecting strongly to the 
manner in which it is brought forward, proceeds to observe that Mr. Dampier mag be 
challenged to produce any witness, Native or European, who can assert that Odeypore and 
Augurtollah, the late and present residence of tho Rajah of Tipperah, were ever situated, 
or hold to be situated in the Company’s territory.

27. Mr. Bignell shows reasons, derived from the history of tho Tipperah family; 
for tho use of the words "  Sirkar Odeypore” in all their deeds a,nil instruments, merely as 
expressions of form and prescription, conveying no meaning capable of topographical 
application,

28. That i he ghats of Odeypore and Augurtolbih are within the Company’s domi­
nions may be, Mr. Bignell says, and probably is correct, but that fact is no proof that the 
towns of those names are in the plains ; the real truth being that those two towns are 
notoriously within the hill territory.

29. Mr. Bignell quotes Mr Buller’g correspondence with the Board of Revenue in 
1786 as expressly calling Augurtollah the Rajah’s place of residence in the hills • and to 
the matter of the processes issued by the local authorities into Augurtollah, ho adds, that 
the Rajah actually confined the messenger, and quotes various letters to show that Augur- 
tollah, iu those days at least, was considered without the zemindary, and within the hill 
territory. Mr. Bignell then proceeds to notice shortly the other documents brought for­
ward by Mr. Dampier, and opposes them by arguments similar to those already alluded 
to. Uo especially remarks that, the measurement papers of the estate, which are consider­
ed of sufficient importance to weigh heavily in resumption cases, do not contain tho 
names of Odeypore and Augurtollah
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SO. On the 0th January 1838 all the papers in the oases wore transmitted to you 
for your opinion as to the right, cif the Rajah of Tipperab to levy transit duties within his 
hill territories j this call was answered by you on the 2nd May last in the letter now 
under consideration.

31. I t  appears tha<, not content with the arguments, proofs, and illustrations con­
tained in tlie papers made over to you, you sought for additional information in the 
records of tho Chittagong and Tipperab Offices. You arrive 1 by these means a t the con­
clusion (far beyond the question proposed) that the Rajah of Tipperab had no independent 
territory whatever. To prove this you quoted the following papers :—

32. A lehor from Mr. H. Vansittart (Governor of Port William), dated 20th Jan u ­
ary 1761, and addressed to 31. Verclst. Chief of Chittagong, in which notice is taken of 
the refractoriness of the Rajah of Tipperah. and the Chief is instructed to reduce him to  
obedience, and to  report the advantages likely to accrue to the Com pan y from the posses­
sion of his country.

33. On the 17th March 1761 Mr. Verclst replies to the above. He notices the 
detachment of 206 sepoys and two guns under Lieutenant Mathews Cor the reduction of 
Tipperab, and the consequent flight of the Rajah to the mountains, leaving every fort in 
hi- c'.mntrj in the possession of the British. i f  goes on to state that Lieutenant 
Mathews was reinforced and directed to proceed, and lmd reached “ Nurtagar, the capital 
of Tipperah” ; that the Rajah had submitted and joined the troops in the way ; that Mr.
Marriott was about to proceed to administer the civil government of tho country; and 
that it was hoped that it would turn  out a valuable acquisition.

84. I V  instructions to Mr. Marriott, from Messrs. Vorelst and Rnmbobl, were to 
proceed to Tipperah, settle the revenues of the province, cause the Rajah to reimburse 
the Company all. expenses, and report on tho resources of the country.

85. Mr. Marriott proceeded accordingly, and reports “ Konmtla" (Cemmillah of the 
present day) th a t he had been to Nsmagur, the place of residence of the ltajah, and had 
settled with him for the revenue and expenses.

36. On the 5th April 1761 Mr. Marriott again writes from “ Komeella” on the. 
subject of the revenues and the amount of the Rajah’s payments, and states that, accord­
ing to his information, the country formerly paid three lakhs of rupees to Moor- 
shedabud.

37. You next advert to certain documents procured by you front the Office of the 
Sndder Board of Revenue, showing that, in consequence of rebellious practices long sub­
sequent to the above transactions, tho reigning Rajah, Kishen Manick, hail_ been dispos­
sessed of tlie zoiniudary of RoShunabad, and Bui ram Manick appointed in hie stead.

38. In  1785 a suniiud of investiture was made out under the orders of the Brit ish 
Government in favour of Rajdhur Manick, and i bis document, you state, was addressed 
to the canangoog, Ac., &&, of the pergunnah of R •hurmbiui. Ac., commonly called Tip­
perah, in the Sirkar of Odeyporo, in the Province of Bengal; and the Resident of Tipperah 
reports that he invested Rajdhur Manick accordingly a t Augurtolkh.

39. Tliis man, you observe, to shown by other papers to have been, in the year 
1783 or 1784, apprehended and sent to Chittagong to answer a charge' of harbouring 
daeoits.

40. Prom all this you infer th a t no independence wai left to the Rajah ; that the 
whole country, including his capital, Nunagur, was taken possession of ; that no distinc­
tion was drawn between hill territory and plain territory ; that the Rajahs submitted to 
investiture at tho hands of the British Government ; and that one of them was actually 
apprehended and tried by British officers of justice. I t  is also plain, you remark, 
tha t Odeypore, which the Rajah now claims as part of bis hill territory, gave u 
name to era- of tho Mogul divisions of the country, and that therefore the town of 
Odeypore must have been within, and subject to, the Mogul limpire. “ I  find,” you 
proceed to say, “  every proof that the Rajah of Tipperah was as dependent as any zemindar 
in  the Company’s dominions, and that too to tho Mogul Government as well as to the 
British.”

41. I t  is impossible, therefore, you argue that he can claim any independent power 
and, of course impossible, that he cun have a right to levy in any part of the country 
gayer duties which have boon expressly prohibited by the British Government.
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42. Accordingly you proceed to recommend—
First,—That as forming a part and portion of tho_ British Empire in the cast, 

provision should lie made for the administration of justice in the hills (hitherto supposed 
independent).

Secondly.—That provision he made for levying a revenue from this new acquisition, 
which yon divide into two kinds—revenue from the plains, not hitherto settled ; and 
revenue from the hills, not hitherto settled. The right to revenue from these lands, you 
conceive, should, without delay, bo asserted,

48. As for the duty on cotton, which all the authorities from Mr. Boiler downwards 
have so strongly objected to, it would seem that, considering it as a due of. Government, 
and not of the Rajah, you rather approve of it than otherwise, and recommend that it be 
kept up, collected by the Rajah, and appropriated by Government.

44. I t  will be observed that, In the original question between Mr. Xfampier anil Mr.
Bignell or the Rajah, the independence of the latter within the hill territory was an_ ad­
mitted point. The question was simply, being as he if. independent in other matters, is he 
or is he not bound by a special contract to refrain from (levying Saver duties within his 
independent territory, lfut you incline to believe that in fact both parties are wrong; 
that the Rajah is not independent at all; and that, whatever might be the expediency of the 
duties on cotton, bamboos, &o„ &a., when onjoj ed by the Rajah, they clearly are very fit 
and proper duties (that on cotton at least) to be levied and enjoyed by the British Govern­
ment.

45. Upon this the Deputy Governor remarks, in the first place, that by prescription 
at least the Rajah of! Tippernh lias a claim to independent possession of a, certain territory, 
exclusive of the zemindary in the plains or district of Tippernh, of which he is the record­
ed proprietor: whatever may be the origin of this possession, it is admitted by all, arid 
it is indeed matter of notoriety for that, a  groat number of yews, extending certainly 
ns far back ns the decennial settlement, the possession has been enjoyed without challenge, 
and, until your last letter, no one ever thought of challenging the right Under such 
circumstances, His Honor deems it undeniable that the burthen of proof lien with the 
challenger and not with the Rajali.

40. Now it appears to the Deputy Governor that yon have proved absolutely no- 
thing. You have proved that in 1701 the British government took possession of the 
Province of Tippernh, and commenced administering its revenues on its own behalf.
There is nothing' in your roport to liou what was included in thisyirouiarv, and what vms 
taken possession of and administered, can only* bo inferred from the circumstances since 
known to exist. These circumstances ur , as has been observed, that the country admi­
nistered by the British Government is that below the hills heretofore known as the zillah 
of Tippernh, exclusive of a certain territory in the hills held independently by the liajali.
Wh'. ilia British Government did not t.ike jiossession of the rest to_not known,_ though it 
may be supposed that they refrained, partly in order to conciliate the Rajah, or from 
generosity to a foe in their power, and partly because the hill territory was not worth 
taking.

47. That, the British forces proceeded to Nunagur, would be (even if that place 
wire, as you assume, w ithui the hills) of no value in proof ot. your position, since subse­
quent, events show that the British forces, if they did reduce the hill country, nevertheless 
afterwards withdrew from it and left it  to the Rajah, But the Deputy Governor is 
disposed to think that Nunagur is in fact nothing more than the corrupt mode of writing 
Xoornui/ffur, the name o f‘a town in the plains, situated within tho zemindary and zillah 
of Tippernh, and at present tho head quarters of a Moousiff.

48. The only other faot brought forward by you to prove that the Rajali ought 
rightly to have no independent territory is, that the Rajah, after 1761, or at least in 1785, 
received investiture as Rajah from the hands of the British Government, and that ho was 
once apprehended and sent to Chittagong a  prisoner to answer a charge of harbouring 
dacoits.

49. To this argument His Honor cannot attach any weight. If the investiture of 
the Rajah per se ivus symbolical of the conveyance of hia independent territory to the 
British Government, what would become of the chiefs and Rajahs and jageerdars ail over 
in India, who habitually receive investiture from the paramount government without 
ever supposing that, by so doing, they are making over their independent territories to 
territories to bo brought in judicial and revenue matters under tho general laws and regu­
lations ?



50. The history of Iudia, from the days of Timoiir downwards, is full of instances
'of investiture by the paramount power of 

* N o ra .-A n  » » ,» « » •  ..f i hi.- T«7 Eajah, m l  70s in f w io r  ))rinces, Rajahs, soobadars, jageerdars A. D., received investiture from Moorshed 1 i ..V+v „ • , V,; , fKooly Khan without reiinqiiisliinff, or being* and others ; but there is nothing, Hu* Honor 
sui'posed to  relinquish , his independent ju r is -  thinks, that can bear out jo u r supposition 
* “<*»»• '*>« cirmimst«!i« is n w jtan l by j w  w  receiving a khiUut of investiture, the

right of administering tin. raj or jageor of the 
the Rsjah’s rights was attempted, thongh the interior feudatory passes in effect into the 
"kWilut” was annnally TOiOTvod. In fact. |mml8 of the superior 8tato.« I t  is notorious,

Mood, that the1 very contrary has been the 
when it was overran and subdued bj Me# case; and that the practical exercise of power 
JIubbeeb, Dewan of Iho Naib Nazim of Dacca. j,y  | | , 0  inferior is in reality confumed and cor- 
( M . ,  page fat). roborated by the ceremony in question.
51. In  the case of the Rajah of Tipperah there was a special reason for investiture 

by Government. The most valuable possession of the Rajali was his estate in  the British 
territory ; as a zemindar of that estate be was a subject of the British Government. Suc­
cession to the estate was of course regulated by the general laws of the British territory,
.  , * , Sadder Dcwanny Adawtai. Reports, volume and enforced by the British tribunals. As a

I, page 270-Bam Gunpi Deo-Vmm Door- matter ol course, therefore, the succession to 
gjiiMiince .lobrnj. in this report the exist- one property carried with it  succession to the 
ciici: of t bo independent hill territory is 0(]lpr aiKj ;n effect this has always been the 
eipressly declared. ^  *

52. The Rajali had therefore two capacities—one as a subjeot and zemindar of the 
British Government, the other as an independent Rajah in the Hills. But as the succes­
sion to the latter was nearly certain to depend on the succession to the former capacity, he 
might very well bo disposed to receive investiture and do homage a t one and the same 
time, and in one or both capacities, to the ruling and paramount government.

53. As for the arrest of She Rajah in 1783-8* the case explains itself. As zemindar, 
and as a British subject, the Rajah was and is answerable to the_ British tribunals. In  
t hese days, when forms are more attended to and minute distinctions mni.0 carefully kept 
up than 111 1788, the apprehension of the Rajah for a crime committed by the zemindar 
would, of course, be conducted with more regularity, more attention to technicalities, and 
less confusion of departmental authority ; but it would not. loss certainly take place (if 
necessary) now than in 1783, though no one would suppose that the Government, by 
exorcising jurisdiction under the regulations over the zemindar, necessarily enforced the 
same jurisdiction over the independent Eajah.

5 t. On the other hand, besides the notorious fact of indepeudonco, there is the 
testimony of good authority to the existence of the Rajah’s right since the accession of the 
British.

55. “ The manik or zemindar of Tipperah,” says Hamilton, speaking of the year 
3801 “ is an independent sovereign of an extensive territory in the hills, but usually 
resides in ike town of Comillah, which is the head-quarters of the J udge and Magistrate.”

5(5. Again in 1808 Mr, Melvi 11, Second Judge of the Dacca Provincial Court, under 
date 9tii October, is found reporting to Government on the subject of disturbances that 
had taken place in the hill territory of Tipperah, and throughout the letter speaking of the 
territory as independent as to jurisdiction, though held according to custom by investiture 
from the British Government as successors to the Mogul. Still more strongly the same 
functionary writes a few days afterwards (19th October 1808). Ho gives an account of the 
inhabitants of “ the Tipperah independent territory,” which he also describes as “ the hill 
territory comprehended within the boundaries of Tipperah Proper, or the country subject, to 
the authority of the Tipperah Eajah.” This territory, ho goes on to say, “ is in length about 
one hundred and twenty miles and in breadth seventy to eighty miles.” He explains the 
customs of the territory, the officers of the government and their functions, military, 
indicia/, and revenue, and ho describes the army entertained by the Rajah, of whom, he 

‘says, “ a number are of course at Augurtollah, the seat 0f the Itajah.”
57. lie  elsewhere mentions Odegpore as a place within the territory, where the 

‘ soobah" (defined by him as “ commander-in-chief” ) had assembled forces during the 
disturbances on which’ he was reporting, and in the following passages ho announces 
distinctly the real circumstances of the Rajah’s tenure of the territory in question.

“ The Tipperah hill territory is certainly independent of the delegated judicial 
authority ; but although it pays no tribute, that it has a certain dependence on the 
sovereign or supreme power of the State, is established by tradition as well as by the

|H | <SL
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testimony of witnesses. The inbabitante perhaps consider thems Ives dependent ou 
their chief only, but they know he hold9 his authority under a superior, and that the 
confirmation of the Bengal Government is necessary to the validity of his title to that 
authority.

“ I t  appeared, on judicial investigation from the most remote period to which the 
produced records or tradition ascended, that tho hill territory oi' Tipperah, and the estate 
or zemindary of RoshuUabad; were always held by one or the same person ; the Rajah of 
that hill territory was uniformly the zemindar of Roshun&bad.

“ In investigating, therefore, the claims to that zemindary, tho Dacca Court of Appeals, 
although they (wuld pass no order relating to the disposal of tho hill territory, were (as 
it ym  a point of fact disputed, and still undetermined), under the necessity of ascertain­
ing if the claimant was or was not the person (by local custom respecting the sareewdon) 
entitled to be considered Rajah of Tipperah, as on that depended his right to bo zemindar 
of Roshunabad.

“ That the circumstances of the hill inhabitants, having beer: a. considerable time 
without au acknowledged local superior, and in a state of uncertainty respecting the person 
to whom they were to look to as their immediate chief, may have somewhat unhinged 
their relative situations, and have produced something like a feeling of irritation 'amongst 
them, will readily be admitted.

. “ I').10 right to the succession to the Tipperah Rajah has remained undetermined for a 
period of four years, and on the recurrence of similar cases—and instances will frequently 
Occur, particularly in the Cuttack and other provinces—it may perhaps be found more 
expedient, as judicial proceedings are necessarily dilatory, that Government should, on 
an authenticated report of relative circumstances, give tho investiture of tho hill territory 
f  the person they might consider entitled to the possession, and leave tho claims to estates 
within tho Company's provinces to be subsequently decided by tho courts of justice."

Still more to the purpose is the following :—
T cannot, however, in any case recommend, as a temporary measure, oven tho 

assumption of the management of the hill territory, as in my eonmiimioitions I  could 
perceive a, positive embarrassment in the hill people, lest by too groat an exposure of the 
faults of tho existing authority Government might bo induced to toko tho internal manage- 
iiient into its own hands, and deprive them of the immemorial privileg© of feeing ruled bv a 
ohiei of their own, and m retaining' which privilege their pride and prejudices seemed 
deeply interested And la ily, the reply of Government to this report is altogether 
decisive of tho question. °

. The right to the succession to tho zemindary of Tipperah, situated within iho limits 
of the British possessions, being at present under investigation by tho courts of judicature, 
the Governor General in Council is up willing- to adopt any measures with respect to the 
succession to the independent territory while that case is depending. But whenever the 
Sudder Bowuny ■ Adawlut shall have passed its decision on that suit, Government will of 
course issue such orders ns may then appear to he necessary and proper, with respect to the 
succession to the latter territory. Nothing can be farther from the intentions of Govern­
ment tliau to assume the internal management of that territory'-”

,58. I t  is obvious, therefore, that your proposition for taking possession of th e  Rajah’s 
territory, and your plans for the administration of justice and revenue within it, must 
fall to the ground.

59. The questions at issue between the late Commissioner, Mr. Dumpier, and the 
Rajah, are of two kinds— 1 ’

-Whether tho Rajah has, under present circumstances, any right to levy duties 
at discretion in lus own territory', or has surrendered the right by special compact ? “

2,nl. Has the Rajah, as an independent chief, encroached upon the Company’s 
tom tom ,and wrongfully taken from it and added to his own tho towns of Odeypore and 
Augurtollah ?

CO, The first of these questions is in a  great measure decided by the result of tho 
enquiry into your propositions, it  has been shown that the Rajah ha* an independent 
territory; and it follows that within ihil territory he may levy such duties as he pleases,
unless there be any special compact to tile contrary, Mr. Dampier endeavoured to prove 
that there was such a compact. Ho stated that tho Government of 1788, having at that 
time the management of the Rajah’s property in tho plains, and being convinced that tho
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lew  of duties such as then existed within tha t property, was impolitic, abolished them, 
thereby giving’up Its, 30,000 per annum, which was tho average produce of the duties 
when they were abolished.

61 This sum of Rs 30,000 has been represented as a remission granted to the Rajah 
in lieu of the duties •, and from tho decided objections expressed by the Government of 
that time to tha levy of transit duties, it  has been argued that the Government would 
never have given up, or in a manner paid over, to tho Rajah Its, 30,000 per annum if they 
had supposed that the consequence would have been the levy of the same or similar duties 
in the neighbouring hill territory ; therefore, it has hern concluded tho Government must 
have intended tho remission as an equivalent for the levy of these duties in  the hills as 
well as in the plains.

62. This argument appeal's to the Deputy Governor untenable.
63 The case it may be gathered from the correspondence, and from the documents 

brought forward on both sides, is this. The Rajah, previous to 1788, certainly had the 
ri g hi” of levying any duties ho thought proper in his hill territory. H e had also tho 
right (possessed by all zemindars at tha t time) of levying sayer duties within his aemih- 
do'ry H e might therefore, in this double capacity, either levy a portion of the duties in 
the hill territory, and another portion in tho plains, or he might levy all in the hills, 
and none in the plains j or lastly, ho might levy the duty m  the plains, and forego it m 
the hills.

In  his choice between these throe plans, at a time when the distinct ion between the 
dependent' and the independent territory was not so clearly marked as it subsequently 
became, tho Rajah would of course be guided by convenience and economy. Accordingly,
Ik; scorns to have placed all his <-liuwkies in  the plains, and, in consequence, not to have 
levied any savor duties in the hills.

CH. Tho olu wkies so placed seem to have yielded on an average about. Rs. 28,000, 
or Rs. 30,000 a year, and they were clearly in those days a legitimate portion of tin  assets 
of the" r.omindaty. His suddor jamma to Government on the zemindary was a t this time 
about Re 1,66,000 of which about Us. 28,000 was assessed on the sayer assets , and this, 
b(. it remembered, was a elroupstanoo common to all zomiudaries before the abolition of 
the sayer duties • their suddor jumtnas being all made up of the two items of land ami 
sayer revenue as in tlio case of tho Rajah of Tipporali.

65. Things were in this state, when the ©state was taken into khan management by 
Government, as happened to a great many sscmindariea in Bengal, particularly in tho 
eastern districts: and in this jsemindary, as in  others, the sayer assets as well as those of 
land revenue came into the khas management of Government. While, under that manage­
ment, the Government, objecting to tho nature of the sayor assets, abolished them, and tho 
junima of the aemindary became in consequence Rs. 1,65,000 minus Rs. 28,000 or 
'Rs. 1,37,000, and therefore, when the zemindary came to be restored to the Rajah, he 
engaged for the Teaser jumma, as a necessary consequence of the diminution of the assets 
by" tile hands of the Government itself. This was no compact, such as it has been sought 
to prove. Still less w M it a remission to the Rajah of Rs. 28,000 or Rs. 30,000 per annum, 
as has also been imagined, and not being a compact of the kind sought to ho proved, it 
can have no possible effect upon the admitted right of the Rajah to levy within his hill 
territory such duties as he might think proper.

66. I f  there be any doubt, of this, let it be supposed, for the sake of argument, that 
the Government in 1788, while managing tho zemimlary khas, had chosen of tha two 
assets, land revenue and sayer revenue, to abolish, not tho last but the f lr t l  /  and that,, 
retaining the sayer, they had, at the conclusion of their khas management, restored tho 
semindarr to the Rajah at the jutnnia whicli such an arrangement had brought about, *, e., 
at Rs. 1,65,000, minus laud revenue, or Rs. 1,37,000=28,060.

67. Would anybody have argued that this was an annual donation to the Rajah of 
Rs, 1,37,000 ? Or that this measure for ever bound the Rajah to abstain from levying a 
land revenue on neighbouring and independent territory ?

68. Would anybody, in short, have talked of a compact ? Surely not j yet tho 
two cases are precisely parallel. Or take another illustration. Suppose that m 1788, 
when the right of levying sayer duties was allowed to every zemindar, a given zemindar,
A, had possessed two contiguous zemindaries, of which one in the year in question was in 
the khas management of Government, and had assets equal to Rs. 2,000, of which Rs. 500 
wore derived from sayer duties-; then suppose that the Government chose in this one
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zeiriiudary to abolish sayer duties, thereby giving up Rs. BOO of the assets, and making the 
aasat*, when the estate came to be restored, to A only Its. 1,500 instead of Rs. 2,000, would 
any one imagine that by this measure A. had become bound, to give up tlio sayer duties in 
his second aemindary P Would any one talk in such a case of a, compact ? Assuredly not.
Yet this, like the lust, is a perfectly parallel case to the one now under consideration.

(59. This of itself would suffice to show that the Rajah is under no engagement, ex- . 
pressed or implied, to refrain from the levy of sayer duties within his hill territory ( and ; 
when considered in connection with the strong arguments produced by the Rajah himself, 
through Mr. Bignell, will fully warrant the opinion to which, after due consideration. His 
Honor lias arrived, that thorn is no ground whatever to interfere with the Rajah’s right of \ 
levying, within his own hill territory, whatever taxes or duties he may think proper.

70. For the decision of the second question, whether the Rajah has or has not on- ( 
crouched on the Company’s territory, the data produced do not appear sufficient. Rut the 
Deputy Governor is clearly of opinion, both that such an invidious 'enquiry should not be 
prosecuted without some primd facie evidence of its necessity, and that ill the present 
instance no such primd facie ground for enquiry has yet been shown.

71. To conclude, therefore, His Honor decides that the Rajah has an independent hill j 
territory : that your propositions for its resumption are totally inadmissible i that the Rajah 1 
has a lull right within his hill territory to levy any duties lie pleases -, and that there is no| 
ground at present for setting on foot an enquiry into supposed encroachments by the Rajah \ 
on the Company’s territory.
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APPENDIX E.

PAI’KRS REGARDING T H E  LU 8H A I COUNTRY AND  
POLICY —i( faoes 317—384).

I,—M h. B dqab’8 N o t e s  on h is  tottb a m o n g  t h e  L ushais in  1871.

Part I.

In  my report to the Commissioner of Dacca; sent in  from Changsil, I  gave an 
account of our proceedings up to the time we left that place.

In the 12th paragraph of that letter T mentioned tha t reports had heon brought to 
mo by Lushais of ra iding parties, which I  believed to be imaginary. I t turned out that 
I  was utterly  mistaken that these reports, though not absolutely correct, were in the 
main true, and tha t the information, if properly understood and believed by me, might 
have been of the greatest possible value. I  feci deeply th e  ’ greatness, o f th e  ’blunder 
.1 made, and cm fully aware that any attem pt to justify it would be useless. A t tho 
same time it is likely th a t a full account of what I  hoard, what it really meant, what 
might have been done if 1 had understood and believed it, how I interpreted it, and the 
arguments which I  though! at the time almost conclusive of its untruth, -may be of use 
in forming an estimate of the past and deciding on the lino to  be adopted for the future.

On the 9th January messengers from Sookpikil came to  inform mo th a t a  party of 
Howlongs were going along the Hnchuk range, and th a t Sookpilal feared they were 
going to  attack a part of the Sylhet District lying to the west of the Lr.nglai stream.
They asked inn to give information at once to the M agistrate of Sylhet, and I wrote 
to Mr. MeWilliain to telegraph to Sylhet and Dacca, which he did on the 16th, 
seven days before tho attack on K utlecbem . But I  showed in my letter th a t I  doubted 
the information. The Lushais (as I then understood them) told me that the Howlongs 
were led by Savoong, who was going out for heads on account of his father Lulpitang.
Now T knew that Savoong was a Syloo, and that ho was no t son of Lulpitnng. I  after­
wards learned that the leader’s name was Sangboong, who is son of JUilpitaiig, hut the 
imagined inaccuracy made me doubt the whole story. These Howlongs had never made 
raids in this direction, and from what I  could learn of the line of country they wore 
svid to have taken, I thought that, it they had gone anywhere, it must have boon towards 
tho south-west. The maps I had with mo were very imperfect, ami in sonic respects 
misleading, and at the time my idea of the lino ’of the country to tho south-west of 
Changsil was very confused. Still since I  had a  view of it  for the first tim e from tho 
high range that wo crossed in the end of January, I  have been surprised th a t I  did no t 
see th a t movement described to me might threaten Kutiocherra and Alcxandrapoor, I t 
was then too lute to do anything, but I now see that if 1 hod a t this time clearly understood 
the information received from the Lushais, precautions m ight have been taken, which 
though  not averting the raids, would hare  saved much of the loss of life and property 
which occurred in south-west Cachar, and made it probable that the raiders would meet 
with severe punishment. When I  saw Awkpilal on the 16th, I  asked him about, the 
raiders, arid he told me that ho had thought a t first that they were going to  attack him 
but that they had passed him by and turned off to a range to  the west. I  now think he 
meant the Jainpi, but. a t the time I  believed it. to be in the direction of H ill Tippersth,

N ext morning, after Sookpilal had left, a  messenger came in from Pihuk. whose 
village was south-east of Changsil, to inform me that a  party, five hundred strong led 
by Lnnkom, son of Vonolel, were on the fleet side of the Sonai with a declared intention 
of attacking Hengallee villages, but that th e  Chiefs were try ing  to turn them back I 
sent information of th is to  Mr. McAVilliani, bu t I  doubted th e  report very much. Vonolel 
had never been concerned in any raids on Cachar. At the tim e I heard the news I was 
anxious to got the Lushais to guide me to Sonai by the route which we followed even­
tually, and I  thought they appeared unwilling. It seemed possible, therefore that
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Ibo story was made up to induce me not to go. But my chief suspicion arose from a 
belief that Kuttrin Poea had made money by giving information of imaginary raids 
to the authorities of the Chittagong Hill Tracts, and that Sookpital might be trying to 
play the same game.

Contradictory rumours came pouring in during the next few days, till on the 
10til, at night, several Lushais came to me and related that, the raiding party had made 
a detour and crossed the Souai higher up, and that they had got on to the Itongti Babur.

My first idea was to follow them with the force I  had, but I found that if they had 
gone a t all, they must be too far north for me to overtake them. Then when 1 ques­
tioned the Lushais more closely as to the route the supposed raiders were said to have 
token, tlieir account seemed to me irreconcilable with what we knew of, and what the 
map showed, ns the natural features of the country. The suspicion so caused was 
Increased when the Lushais suggested that, I  should go down the river on a raft and 
allow them to guide I nspector 1 tost Mahomed and his men to a point where he could inter­
cept aud cut off this returning raiders, I looked upon this as a proof of the unwilling­
ness of the Lushais to guide me along the route 1 wanted, and I  said that I  should 
myself go to the top of the lull to intercept the retreat. The Lushais asked me whether 
I  liad sent information to Caflhar when I got. news from thorn. When I said yes, they 
said that it would reach in time, and that they hoped I have taken precautions to strength­
en the guards in the direction of Nowarbund. I  at once, wrote a  letter, which 1 sent 
bv express, and which reached Caoliar some days before the attack on Monierkhall, 
advising the local authorities to strengthen the guards at Nowarbund and Monierkhall, 
and to send an European officer to one undone best Native officer to the other place. 
While expressing doubts of the Story, I  said that, if the raiders really had gone up, 
I  could intercept, the return by taking a post on the range. This was literally true, 
though not in the sense I meant at the time. The fact was that wo had all an entirely 
erroneous idea of the conformation of the country between the two streams; for, owing 
to the density of the jungle on the hills over which we passed last year, we were never 
able to get, a dear view of the country. This year we wont over cleared hills of consi­
derable height, and have been able to form corrector ideas than we could hitherto of the 
direction of the ranges. I  then found that the range upon whioh I  had contemplated 
intercepting the raiders did not extend so far south as Changed, and that if I had gone 
to a point known to us since last year upon the main range and waited there, wo should 
have taken the raiders at such a disadvantage as to bo able almost to annihilate them. 
Wo had dose on fifty guns all told ; the number of the raiders was greater : but they 
would have been taken in an extremely unfavourable position, hungry, weary, with their 
powder all spent, and encumbered with their wounded.

I  lost the opportunity however, and besides this my evident scepticism so hurt the 
Lushais that they did not give mo any information for some time. After tho 21st, when 
they told me that the raiders had loft tho Eengti Paltar, which was true, as we afterwards 
found out. I hope 1 have succeeded in showing that the information given to me by 
Soiikpijal and his people was early enough i. believed, and correct enough if properly 
understood, to have enabled us to provide more efficiently than we did for tho protection 
of tho frontier and to inflict far severer punishment on tho raiders than they suffered. 
My ignorance of the country and suspicion (right and prudent in itself, but carried too 
far) of the good faith of Suokpilal were in fault. T( is manifestly of great importance 
to keep this in view in f irming an estimate of the conduce of the Lushais among 
whom I  was and in judging of tho sincerity of Sookpilal. I  shall now take up tho 
account of our proceeding front the 26th January, the day ou whioh we left Changsil on 
our way to the Sonai.

On that morning two elderly men from Mchtorig’s village came in, and said that they 
had been directed to accompany us across to tho Sonai. Wo had besides a Muntreo from 
Pibuk and one from Sookpilal with ua. Wo went during that day in a south-east direc­
tion for some mile, over a capital path, until we got to the top of a pretty high hill situated 
some way to tho south east of our last year’s camp of Beparri Bazar. East of us. across 
a valley, about, three miles off, wo could see the village of Mehtong ou a stoop hill, but 
much lower than our position. Behind rose the steep base side of Sakkor Moo (tho horse’s 
mouth), a high precipitous peak on the Nungvai range. The position of this peak is 
shown incorrectly in all tho maps.

During our day’s march we found several well worn paths branching off from tho 
main route. One of these led, as we were told, to Bepari Bazar, and from there, of 
course, to Sookpilal'a village. Another would take one by a somewhat circuitous way 
to the village of Lalchung. Another went to Vonpilai's village.



Soon after we arrived in camp, tho headman of Mehiong onme over with some 
armed men to see, as he said, that we did not want for anything. Ho spend that night 
in camp. Next morning, after going a little way south, we descended the east face of the 
hill to the juuiee below.

As we got opposite tho village, wo could Me a number of man in it, nnd aomo tired 
shots in the air. After wo had passed the village, we reached a very pretty jume, from 
which we had a good view of much of the country north and south of us. Here I began 
to see that all previous representation of the direction of the ranges was erroneous, an 
opinion fully borne out by all wo saw subsequently. While we wore going down the 
j times on one side, a troop of women and children had appeared out of the jungles on the 
other, and we found them in the junto houses. They scorned to be very friendly, and we 
spend some time talking to hem. 'We then went on for some time to the north-east 
along uneven ground till wo cams to a stream with a salt spring flowing into it.
There were some men working there, but wo were told that the manufacture had de­
creased considerably since tho trade in rubber had commenced. From this place we 
went, at first along a  well worn level path, and afterwards up the bod of a stream, f ill wo 
reached our halting place early in the afternoon. Our coolies wore very heavily laden, 
and onr inarelics were, consequently, unusually short, in order i o let tho rear guard got 
up in good time. Next day our road was almost entirely up hill, the direction still being 
to tho north-east, till ife got to tho site of the village of Morah or Moollah burned by 
Colonel Lister in 1819-50. This is a hill about 8,500 foot high, perfectly cleared from 
heavy jungle, so that wo could see in all directions. On one side was the valley of the 
Dullessur ; on the other, the valleys of tho Somii. South-west a high hill was pointed 
out as Ityok Thlang, the site of Sookpilal’s village. 'Many miles further, in the same 
direction*, was a still*higher hill on which the village of Savuong, the Chief of tho Syloo, 
was said to be situated. South of us, beyond Sakknr Moo, we could see Dar Thalmig 
and Mote Thalang, where are the villages of Pibuk, Sookpilal’s mother, and of his sister,
Ruttungpi. Further south the hills inhabited by tlv-llowlongs were pointed out, to 
us, and east of them villages said to belong to Puis, North of these, and a little to the 
north-east of the Howlongs, wo were shown hills that were said to belong to Bhuta.
Further oast in the far distance the country of Vonok-1 and his sons s north and 
north-west of which we saw the ranges of Poiboi, Vonpilal, and ImpanCe. Due north 
of us was the great round Peak of Niwipui; which shut out our view of Lang Mohr, the 
hill identified by Major Macdonald with Peak 55 of the Great Trigonometrical Survey.

We halted for the night at this plaoe, and next day, after a lit i la marching, we came 
upon a large party of Lughais cutting anew path through the jungle. The headmen 
of the village of Dhunnougpi, who had met us a little bofore, proposed tliat wo should 
take this path. I  said it was too stoop, and we continued on tho old route, which in  a 
very short time took us right up to the village. Front here we sent on our coolies to 
get*realy our camp, and remained for some hours in a shady grove outside surrounded by 
men, women, and children. As I pus-vd by the village I remarked several guns in almost 
every house that I. went near, and I think that many of thorn must have belonged to other 
Villages, for Dhurmongpi is a  poor village and not likely to have the number I  saw.
After wo left we went over the shoulder of Visapai and halted in » cleared jume. We 
had not been long there when we were followed by a crowd of women and children.
After these left, I remarked that there were many armed men In the neighbourhood 
of the camp. I  asked the Munirics about thorn. They said some were men who 
had been hunting, some had been sent to the eastern people and were now retm nil)g, and 
that some had come down with us. Next day we met many more along the path as we 
went down. I was puzzled at this at the time, for I saw that their presence was connected 
with us, and it  was quite evident from the way in wh ieh they were placed that they 
oould not have contemplated either attacking us or defending their village from us iii 
ease we bad attempted to attack it. Afterwards when I knew what had happened in 
Cackar, I  began to think that these men had boon posted to protect us if we should 
happen to be in danger.

Next day went down some steep descents to the Sonai, which we reached a t a place 
called Panoheengkai. This was on the 30th. I thought this a suitable place for our 
permanent camp, and finding that boats could come up resolved to halt there.

Next morning I  sent down a Mmipnri trader who was with rue, one constable, 
and two coolies, to order our boats up from Lushai Bazar, and sent two of the Lusliais 
who had come with us to announce my arrival to the eastern villages. The Manipuri 
ms&seugbr did not return. I t  was he who took into Caohar tho story about meeting
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five of Vonolol’s people earning heads. The Lushais came back in three days. They 
said that Vantong, son of BhuU, had burned a village of Hraltie Kookies, which i  had 
seen Wo years ago, a few miles to the north-east of Moizol; that the whole of the eastern 
village were in confusion; and that Mora Xmpauee's Muntree, who had gone sou.li to 
make enquiries, would come to me in a day or two and tell me everything. Wo now 
began to get uneasy about the non-appearance of our supplies.

On the 4th Febnmrv we told some Lushais who wore going towards the village of 
Dhumongpi that wo should like to buy some rice, as we were very near the end of 
our supplies.

Next day Mr. Borland went down to Lushai Bane by a path along the hills to 
the east of tho Souai. ile found that our hot of the previous year had been burned, and 
some of our men reported that they sa w marks of blood there, and the remains or a kind 
of litter which had been tied with "cane that grow only in the plains.

Our position now looked very nasty * our supplies were nearly consumed, so that 
if we attempted to make our way Into Caehar overland, which I consider would have been 
the only safe way in case of opposition, wo should have run a risk of something like 
.starvation, On the other hand, the delay in the arrival of our boats, the mysterious and 
shadowy rumours flying about, the absence of all the representatives_ of the eastern 
villages, and, above all, the suspicious circumstances reported from Lushai Bazar seemed 
to point to as much risk in staying as in going. Fortunately, however, on that day, 
while Mr. Bur land was awn.v, people had come in from Dhurmongpi bringing rice, edible 
roots fowls for our table, which were very welcome, as all our private supplies were fast 
disappearing, and I  think, a small pig. The Lushais refused to take any payment for these 
things, and promised to bring more. I  then resolved to remain where 1 was ior the 
present, to send fresh messengers down the river to get all the rice I could from JJiiuiv 

, mongpi to save as much of this as wo could, so as to accumulate enough to take us down
in case of an emergency, and meantime to find out all I  could about the suite of things 
in the east.

I  therefore, on the morning of tho 6th, sent Rajkiason, a reliable man, with five 
constables and some ooolies fiovvu the river on rafts, while Ifowa, Sookpuai s Muntn, 
went to the villages of Wolloiu ami Khotol on the 7th. I  also sent ten rupeesi to 
Dhurmongpi with a message to say that, as the village had taken no payment for the 
things sent T gave the money p m r  b o iz e . I t  was returned next day with another present 
of rice and a message to the effect that they could take nothing in return for what the village 
gave but that henceforth individuals would come in and trade regularly in rice and other 
articles of food. Next day considerable quantities came in and were bought by us.

At first the Lushais took in exchange for their rice, red cloth, brass vessels, &e., but 
our stock of such things was quickly exhausted, and then wo persuaded them to take 
money. Blit the rupees were not. supposed to be accepted as final payment, They were 
looked upon as tokens that so much cloth or some particular brass vessel was owed by us 
to the holder. Some people preferred having their names and tho amount due to them 
written in a book to the trouble and risk of taking away money. Our debts were to be 
paid on the arrival of our boats.

In this way we got considerable quantities of rice, and were able to lay some up for our 
return journey. Our coolies also poisoned the stream with the bark of a tree which, 
when pounded and thrown into the water, had an intoxicating effect on the fish. Wc got 
several uriaunds in this way, which our people dried over wood fires. We were thus able 
to keep off anything like absolute privation. But at om time we feared that we should 
suffer from want of salt. There was a scarcity of this article in Dhurmomrrn s village, 
and though they gave us what they could spare, the supply was still insufficient. But 
when our coolies heard this they made light of the want. “ ’Why,” said one, “ any one 
can make salt/* and they burned split bamboos to ashes which they collected m a 
bamboo tube with a small hole in the bottom. This was then filled with water, which 
was allowed to drain through the hole into a pan placed below. Tho water when evaporat­
ed left a deposit of salt which formed a substitute, though not a pleasant one, for common 
salt. Every day we had parties of coolies in the jungle searching for edible roots, leaves, 
&e., which the forest supplied in great quantity ami variety. Meantime Mr, Borland 
did what he could to make our caran safe from a sudden attack by clearing the jungle 
round it and piling up the cut bamboos about breast high on the sides exposed to attack, 
in this way forming a barrier which could not be crossed without cutting the bamboos. 
Of course this made a surprise impossible. On the 10th I sent a head constable and

__ _
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five men down the river with directions to go as far as he could that day and return the 
next carefully noting all traces observed along the bank. Idiey came ba«K late on the 
night of tb® l l th ,  and reported that they had been a considerable way down the ^ream 
without observing anything suspicious, and that they had put a  mark on a bamboo to 
show how far they had gone. This was the mark which frightened the scouts who were 
with Captain Lightfoot. On the morning of the I lth, More, a. Jlim trt of Dallong, the 
village of Impmwe, Vonpilal’s mother, came in with several people of lus village they 
said that they bad not come in before, because they had gone down to the village of 
Lalboorah, son of Vonolel, to get back, it possible, 13 captives who had been taken from 
Tangtiloon, the Hralte village, whioh, as mentioned above, had been burped by v antaug, 
son of tthnte. Ho said that he had succeeded in recovering three, and that ten were 
still kept by Lalboorah and Vantang who were represented as being closely allied th is 
story seemed probable, as a few days before some of the U r a te  who had escaped from 
the village had passed through our camp with a tew things w Inch they had saved from the 
raiders. They were going to sock a temporary asylum m J>hurmongm s village lhey 
told us that they had lost twenty-one killed, and thirteen prisoners, who, they thought, 
had boon taken to Vonolel's village. While wo were talking over all this ana similar 
tilings with Jrapaacc’s people, 1 oould see from their manner that there was something 
else which they had scuieoly courage to tell, but at last they informed us that the rumours 
wbioh we bad heard were true that an attack had been made on Oacliar and that three 
British subjects were captives in Lalboorah’s village. During that day and the next we 
learned much more from them, and by degrees wc were able, by w m pam g various bits
of information, learned, as was stated, from the people of Lalboorah s village, to put 
together a tolerably intelligible account of what happened. Many points, however, were 
Obscure, and much was incorrect as I  have learned since my return, but,, on the whole, 
the account is not without value. I  shall give it nearly as 1 wrote it down in my diary 
at the time merely adding some further information which I acquired afterwards 
while still a t Panoheengkai. Lalboorah, son of Vonolel, and Tangdpng, his cousin, ted 
o party of about four hundred men against Cachar towards the end of Jonuary. this 
was the same party about which L had received information while a t Chaug.M, .mt n.y 
informants were iu error iu saying that it was led by Loiikom. Die to,.urn, who is 
Lalboorelt's brother, led apw ty which is said to have destroyed some villages m Manipur 
The villagers on the Sonai tried to turn the raiding party back, but it broke into two, and 
one party under Tangdong crossed the 8onai and made for a lull on the ih-ngti 1 j tar 
range with the intention of attacking Nowarbuml and other gardens south ot the ( hatla 
They, however, failed to get the path along the top of the range, and got into the low land 
lying on either side of the Kukm. They seem to have found much difficulty m getting 
along through this, and mention is frequently made of the way in which their legs and 
bodies were torn by thorns as they pushed through the dense cane brakes. At last they fell ill 
with a newly-cut path, along w hich they went until they came to clearances near the mouth 
of the Kukri l. Here they got six prisoners; but while they were carrying them off, ele­
phants came up and soldiers to kill them. They were forced to lot, go three of their captive, 
and (hey made off with three, two K aga girls and a man. they then thought it  dangerous 
to remain any longer, and they made for Hongkong, where they were joined by Lalboorah 
returning from Monierkhall. The latter had found the bungalow and coolie mes descried, 
and were mot with a heavy lire from the stockade. They attempted to plunder sonic boats 
filled with rice which were at the ghit, but were prevented by the guard, which also drove 
them from tho bungalow. They talk of » gun in  tlie stockade which did gre.it execution 
mid seems to have frightened them much. While the mam body was at.lacking the 
Monierkhall stockade, another party got to a now garden, which they also found deserted.; 
here however, they got some plunder ; my informants say that they were shown m Lal- 
buoralTs village a gong, several hoes, and three boxes of papers said to have been taken 
tlmre They were going to sot fire to the bungalow and lines, but seem to have 
got frightened and retired to Monierkhall. Next day they seem, to have made 
another attack on the stockade, but were apparently repulsed alter which the w a rd  
rushed out-and fired at them as they were making their retreat into the jungle Some 
of the Lushais, however, choosing what they call a good place waited till t hey got 
the troops well within range and then fired a volley which killed five men. Upon (his, 
they sav the troops fell back, and the Lushais rushed upon the bodies to get their heads 
and weapons, which they secured at least partially. Then Lalboorah said they could do 
no more they therefore buried as many of their dead as they could find, and went off to 
lloiiL'kong Next, day they went to Liningthlang, where some of their wounded died.
Another died at Bazar Gh.U, whioh they reached two days after, and some more died m 
the village The total loss they put down at fifty-seven killed in the raid, or dea Since
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of their wounds, besides many wonndsd, but still alive. On their return they found that 
lutxnhow, Chief oi Molbhem, had taken advantage of their absence to attack Taugdong’s 
village, which he. burned after killing many people and taking many prisoners, among 
yvnom was the wife of Tangdong. I t  is evident that the above story is a confused and 
inaccurate account of the attacks on Nugdigram and Monierkhall. Of course we could 
not expect accuracy of detail from people who professedly were not eye-witnesses, and 
wlio allege that the head.people of Lalboorah’s village attempted to conceal the real facts 
Irom them. But there are two points on which their evidence is important, if true— the 
number of the dead, and the identification of the villages bo which the raiders belonged.
All the Lusha is whom we saw agreed in stating that the loss was over fifty, and all who 
pr<deiidcd to give an exact number x>ut it at fifty-seven, and this came to us not only 
directly from the people who said they had been to the village, but in a round-about way 
imm traders, who said the report had readied their villages. There can be no doubt that 
the loss was heavy. The amount of independent evidence in corroboration of the charge 
against Lalboorah and Tangdong is very great. Mimuoo Sing, the trader whom I sent 
down on the 31st arrived in the station on the 8th . Ho stated that on his arrival at 
Bazar Ghat on tao 3,1st he met five of Vcuulel's Lushais, one of whom had some heads 
m a basket. They told him that their Chief was coming down the hill and would kill 
him if he was found there. The constable who was with Munnoo Sing says that he saw 
five .Lusha's with bloodstained baskets, in one of which was something like heads.

There can be no reasonable doubt that these men belonged to the raiding party, 
and x can see no reason not to believe Munnoo Sing’s identification of them. Ho has 
ior many years traded on the Sonai. He knows all the people living in its neighbourhood, 
and he could scarcely be deceived about the village to which the people he saw belonged.
.>n the other hand, he could have had no imaginable reason for telling a wilful lie, and 
could not have known that the accusation against Lalboorah would be made some days 
iator to me. -Lalboorah is now the head of VonokTs village, consequently he must have 
been the Chief mentioned as coming down the hill,
™ r J  ,been fo rm e d  by the Quarter Master Genera! that he heard from Colonel 
McCulloch that some time since Kamhow of Molbhem sent four heads to the Rajah of 
Manipur with a message to the effects that- hearing that Vonolel’s son hnd takenVil his 
fighting men for a r:i.id iii the west, he with his Soktoos had attacked and destroyed the 
Lushai village, killing many people and carrying off 300 prisoners.

Now Tangdong-’s village is frequently described as one of VonolePs, and he is often 
called the son of that Chief, though really his nephew. I t  can be shown that if he 
committed a raid on the west, it must have been in the direction of either Onohar or 
1 tpperah. The story heard by Colonel McMnlloch, therefore, may bo considered fully 
to corroborate so much of what I  hoard as related to Tangdong. But this is not all.
A M.anipuri trader, who had just returned from Tipai Mukh, where ho has boon 
among the people of Poiboi, another nephew oi Vonoiel, state that ho heard there of the 
raid on Monierkhall made by Lalboorah and Tangdong, and a very inaccurate version of 
the attack on the latter by Kamhow, who was said to have carried off one hundred and 
six prisoners. The Lushais said that Poiboi wad every much annoyed at the conduct of 
Lalboorah and Tangdong. But such assurances are a matter of course, and not of much 
value by themselves.

The statement that Lenkora, the brother of Lalboorah, attacked Manipur 
villages has been confirmed by the Political Agent. There is, therefore, independent 
evidence in corroboration of the charge made by the Lushais who were with roe against 
each particular Chief, who. they said, was connected with the raids on Manipur and 
Ljirst Caehar, and I think that there is considerable reason to believe that no other Chief 
was directly connected with them. When I  first heard of the raids, however, all tins 
was, of course, unknown to mo, I  suspected that the villages on the Somi might have had 
more to do with the outrages than they aknowledged, and I  thought that the safest and 
worthiest course for me was not to conceal that suspicion. I talked the matter over with 
Mr. Burland, who took nearly the same view that I  did. I  then called up the Muntris 
and told them that I  suspected all the villages trust of the Sonai, because they had 
not either prevented the raiders passing through their country, or sent warning into the 
station. They said that they could not have opposed the raiders successfully, for one of 
their own villages hud been out up by an ally of the Chief who had attacked Monierkhall, 
and that they did not send information to the station because Pibuk, Sookpilal’s mother, 
and sent me news of the intended raid. 1 said that the good conduct of the people on 
the west oi the Souai was no excuse for their failure to do their duty, and I  told theft)



that until tho.y could clear themselves from the suspicion I  should not enter into friendly 
relations with them. 1 added that there wore three British subjects, on their own 
showing, kept in captivity in a village east of the Sown ; that until these were a c c o u n t4 |^ ^  
for, I  siiould not allow any traders of either the Souai or Burak, and that hereafter, 
would be of So use for any Chief to say tha t these captives had been sold to the l Jow 
or other ease,era tribes, for when the time came wo should accept no excuse ol this kind.
I  also refused to receive some Muntries from Kholel, the nearest village to  those of 
Tonolel’s family, until l was satisfied that its people, and above all, a Hmdoostani, named 
Button Sing, who resides in it, had nothing to do with the raid. Upon hearing all tins 
the Lushais said that they would go away rind collect all the chief men of their villages 
in order to devise some means oi forcing Lalboorah to give up hie captives and the 
plunder. I  said that they might do what they liked, bu t that the one thing 
they should keep in mind was that some time or other the captives must he accounted 
for. The safety of these captives was the thing 1 was most anxious then to secure, 
and I  think that X took the best measures in my power to  attain that object. 1 may 
mention here, though out of chronological order, that several days afterwards some 
Lushais tried to find out whether I  should bo w illing to make terms with Lalboorah who 
was said to be frightened at the lose suffered in the attack in Monierkhall and in Knm- 
how’s raid. I  a t ottee refused even to listen to any such proposals, unless the captives 
and plunder were previously restored. Then I  said, I  might hear what they hail to 
say, but they must distinctly understand th a t X did uot promise that the result would 
be favourable even then.

On the 13th the eastern Lushais went away, saying th a t they would inform all the 
villages which they represented as friendly of my views.

At this time thinking that possibly a force might have been sent overland to look 
for us, I  sent letters to the villages of Pibuk, Mehtong, and Dhurtnongpi, recommending 
thorn to the protection of the officers in command of the party if it should reach any of 
them mi its way to where wo were. On the evening of the 15th X determined after 
great hesitation to send two constables and two coolies with a letter to the station. 1 
had already sent down six. out of our little force, and it seemed almost folly to reduce 
it still further under existing circumstances.

Besides, I  was very unwilling to risk the lives of the little party, for I  luid heard 
that there were ten raiders unaccounted for, and if they were lurking in the jungle, they 
might havo overpowered tho two oonst-ables. However, I  could not send more men, 
ami the suspense and anxiety for news were fast becoming unbearable. Meantime each 
day people came in from Dhurraougpi’s village with rice, fowls, roots, and now and then 
a little salt, homo of those brought in a rumour, a t first shapeless and intangible, of 
tho capture by Savoong of an European, fly degrees wo made out that a party of 
traders front duo of Sookpilal’s villages had been down to trade among the Syloos, and 
had there heard that a little girl had been taken captive in tho west, but were l)hur- 
mongpi’s people could not tell, neither did they know by whom the raid had been com­
mitted. B ut they said that; they thought, tho child had been, probably carried to  tho 
village of Savoong, this great Chief of the Syloos. On. the 16th, Tangupa, an old 
Lu.diai, on whom wo placed much reliance, started off for the south to  get what 
information lie could about the western raid, and to find ou t if there wore any chance of 
recovering the little girl.

We now felt our position getting more uncomfortable every day. The continued 
delay in the arrival of nows from Cachar made us fear tbaf our messengers might have 
been attacked and killed, or taken captives on the way down. We knew that this 
was in the highest degree improbable, hub we could not account for the delay by any 
other hypothesis. If  this conjecture were correct, wo should have in all probability 
to fight our way down if we went by r iv r ,  in which case the chances were that none 
of us would have escaped alive. On the other hand, I  had not sufficient food for the 
land route. Besides tins, if we had gone down, then the Lushais would havo thought 
that we did so cither through fear, an idea I waa very unwilling *hey should conceive, or 
with tho intention of returning in a hostile manner, in which case their best policy 
would have been to cut us off, if possible, on tho way down. We had every reason to 
believe i:i the friendliness of the people of Dhurmongpi and tho other villages on the 
west: they were bringing in supplies daily, and wo folt tha t somehow or other wo 
must in the long run get intelligence from Cachar. All these things were in favour 
of our remaining where wo were.
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On the other side was the knowledge that VouolePs tribe was hostile, and that 
we had thought i t  necessary to defy in a kind ot way the other eastern clam.
There was the cruel uncertainty about what had happened in the west, of which 
we knew scarcely more than that it must have been something very bad. Wo 
could not tell what pressure the south-western tribes might be able to bring 
on Sookpilul to betray us, or whether they were not, strong enough to attack and out 
us up, or (What { personally feared more) take us prisoners in spite of him. These 
seemed reasons for attempting to get back to Cachar at any risk.

I  confess that I felt at this time considerable anxiety about our position. Fortunately 
l had three ns brave and prudent advisers as a man could wish for in a case of difficulty 
h> Mr. Buriand, Inspector Dost Mahomed, and Baboo Hurry Charan Banna X talked 
over our position with them separately, and then resolved to wait for intelligence till the 
22nd, and, if wo got no nows by that time, to send for the headmen of the villages round 
and inform them that we were going down to find out why intelligence and supplies had 
rod come up, and then got back to Cachar ns quickly as possible. On she 20th, however, 
people from the eastern villages came in. With them was the Muntri of Sookpilul, 
who had left us on the 7tli. l i e  said that he had gone to the village of Lalboorali in the 
hope of being able to get hack the captives, that he had failed in doing so then, but: that 
he thought they would he sent to me if I  went across to Tipai MukU. He said that Lal- 
bennth was anxious to make terms, but I  refused, as I mentioned above, even to listen to 
any overtures while our subjects were in captivity. The Muntris said that all the other 
eastern people were very anxious that 1 should go through their villages to Tipai Mu kit, 
and that they would do anything £ chose to demand in proof of their fidelity.. They said 
that Ivlmlkom, Sookpilai’e “on, would uoine to me at any place or time X chose to fix. On 
the samo day some of the people X had sent to the south oamo in to say that they had 
ascertained that, the little girl had been taken from a tea garden on the west of the Dulles, 
aiir j that the attack had'been made -by Uheukeri and Songboong, sons of Lalpitang, a 
powerful Howlong Chief; that the people of the Syloo Chief, Savoong, had been concerned 
in it, and that it was in all probability organized by Gnurshailon, or Mischeilal, son of 
Lalohokla, transported in 18.1', a I’oitoo Chief, who is said to be at present living on the 
lands of Ali Ahmed Khan, a Sylhet zemindar. Their chief reasons for suspecting him 
was that two of liia Muntris were known to have gone down to the Chittagong ‘Chiefs a 
short time before the latter started on the raid.

The child was said to be in the village of Bhenkeri’s mother, tins widow of M nitong, 
and to he treated with some kindness. I t  was also said that, there were rumours that the 
Chiefs wore debating about sending hor either to Button Pdea or to Sookpilul, in order 
that she might be either taken to Chittagong or brought iufo Cachar, but it was thought 
that either Chiefs would bn unwilling to have anything to do in the matter lest ho should 
be suspected of complicity in the raid. I  sent down at once to Sookpilal to ask him to 
give any assistance in his power to recover the child, find if he could get her, to send her 
down to Gusher as quickly as possible on a raft. While X was still discussing these points 
with the Iiusliais, five messengers from Captain Lightfoot made their appearance. They 
had left him before ho had met my messengers of the 16th. Captain l.ightfoot's men were 
led by Raopa Muntri, a Thlanguni Rookie, who had done me right good servi.-r. all 
through this tour. lie  had gone down with Rajkiseen on tha ®tb, and had now. when 
Captain Lightfoot had found a difficulty in getting a man to take a letter to me, volun­
teered to make an attempt with four of my Mikir coolies, who had also gone down on 
the 6th. On learning nil that had taken place in the district, X resolved to give up my 
plan of crossing to the Tipai and to return to Silbhar as quickly as possible. X sent 
informal ion of this to all the villages round, and scut to ask Khalkoni to meet me at 
Lusliai Bazar on the way down.

On the 2lst Captain Lightfoot arrived, and wo decided to start for Cachar on the 
morning of the 2 1th, as ail my arrangements could not be completed before the evening
of the 2drd,

On the 22nd I  got intelligence that a small party of Koivlongs, without, the consent 
of their Chiefs, had started on a plundering expedition, and that it was probable they 
would attack some of the gardens east of the DuUessur in South Hylakaudy. I  sent off
news of this to the station at once.

We started on the morning of the 24th and reached Lnshat Bazar during the after­
noon. That evening, after dinner, Khalkom came into our camp and talked with us for 
a couple of hours, lie  said that all we had heard about the perpetrators of the eastern 
raids was correct, but that in addition to Bheukori and Sangboong there was a third
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Chief, a second Lalboorah, nearly related to Vundoola. engaged in the raids on the west, 
lie  said that Savooug’s people wore almost certainly concerned in tbo raids, but lie 
did not seem so satisfied of the complicity of Gnurshailon as all the people to the west 
apparently were.

Khalkom said in reply to our questions that the chief object of the raids was plunder, 
and that all other causes were merely secondary. We ashed him what turn he thought 
affairs would now take. He said that ho could not say much about the Howlougs or 
Syloos, but that he thought that Lalboorah whs frightened at the position he was in, and 
that he would ba glad to come to terras with us. In  case we wished this, he said, wo 
should find Poiboi useful, for he win friendly to us, and had weight with Lalboorah.
But Khalkom’s own opinion was that wo should not succeed in making any arrangement 
of a permanent nature with either the eastern or southern Kookics until we had 
thoroughly frightened them as he expressed it. In the event of our resolving to attack 
Lalboorah, he offered to accompany the force in person and to supply guides and fighting 
men if required. He said that the routes frbm Tipai Mukh to the villages of Vonolil's 
sons are not difficult, and that elephants could get along them. He advised us to take 
the route along the Hschuk if wo intended to attack the Howlougs and Syloos front the 
Cachar side, but he seemed to think that these tribes could be mare easily reached from 
Chittagong, and he said that we should find a difficulty in getting water in some parts of 
the Hachuk range. If. however, we chose to attack from the side, he undertook that 
b:» father and brother would supply us with guides. H e informed me that it one force 
were to start from Tipai Mukh and work down in a south-westerly direction through the 
villages of the sons of Vouojol, and another wore to take a north-easter)y line through 
the Ilcwiong villages from the Chittagong Hill Tracts, they would meet in the villages 
of Bhuta. Before lie w ent away I asked him again whether he had not heard gome 
details of the western raids. H e  said that he had heard scarcely anything except the 
natit.es of the leaders, and that, Savoong, and possibly Onurshailon, had assisted in.it.

If the statements made to me on this subject were true, the authorities of the 
Chittagong Hill Tracts ought by this time to have heard something in corroboration of 
them ." Ati present there is very little independent evidence. In a memorandum of the 
Commissioner of Chittagong, dated l  ltli January ioTl, he states that a party of How- 
longs under two Chiefs, Mangpoon and Seipooya, hail started through the Syloo country 
to make a raid on the north west. I cannot find the name of Mongoon in any list of 
Hon long Chiefs Scipoovn. is stated in one list to be the younger brother of Vandool, 
and it is possible that the southern Lalboorah may turn out to be his son. Tn a litter 
telegram it was said that Syloos who were seen selling forks and other things in one of 
the Chittagong marts said that they had got tlmm from the people of Sookpila) and 
1/niboomh who had themselves obtained thorn in a raid on Cachar. From this account 
it is impossible to say which Lalboorah is intended, whether the son of Vonolel, or the 
kinsman of Vandoola. The Lushais I saw stuck all through to their original statement 
that the head of the western raiders was son of Lalpitang. The day after 1 left Cbangsil 
a trader with salt arrived there from the station. Ho remained at Chtmgsil for seventeen 
days. During that time he saw great numbers of people from the villages of S.iokpilal 
and the neighbouring Chiefs. Some of these people told him that a raid hau been made 
by people of a Chief living to the south-west. He thinks they said that the name win1 
Liilpitimg, but lie does not remember accurately.

* The direction in which he says they pointed is certainly that of Sanghoong’s
village, as show a to me from the site of Month's Poonji. They told him that they did 
not know exactly whore the raid had boon made, but that they thought it was in the 
direction of Sylhet.

Since I  camo back to the station I have got a hit of intelligence which I am inclined 
to connect with Onurshailon. Mr. Stuart of AnworkhaJ tells me that some time before 
the raid on Kutlcoherra four Kooki.es, apparently, from Mr. Stuart’s description, Paitoos 
from Svlhct, had asked Mr. Bagshawa to allow them to look for a site for a new village 
on the range behind. He gave them permission, and they spout several days in the 
jungle exploring. A short time before the raid they are said to have appeared and said 
they could not settle there unless supplied with guns. Upon Mr. ijagshawe’s refusal 
they went away. After tho raid it was discovered that a now path had been cut from 
the high range to the vicinity of one of the garden roads, and that the raiders had oomo 
by this path. This matter will be enquired into most carefully. I t  may turn out that 
the story is incorrect, or that the circumstances had nothing to do with the raids. At 
present," however, I  cannot help connecting it with the statement that two u£ Gnurshailon’s
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Muntris went dcwm to the southern Chiefs just before the raiders started. This man 
has boon in some nay mixed up with all the frontier troubles for years back, and I  do 
not think it is likely that ho has been idle this year. Khalkom directed a Muatri of 
Sookpilal and two from the eastern villages to accompany us to Caohar and to remain 
with me until I  gave them leave to go back. They are here now.

Nothing worthy of notice occurred after Khalkom left ns. I  hurried on ahead of 
the escort and reached Monierkhnl on tho evening of the 27th.

I t  may not be out of place hero to give some information of tho position and internal 
relations of the people to the south of Cachar. This information is not, however, new, 
for it  may bo found scattered through various reports made by mo from time to time 
during tho last, three years. In  describing tho position of tho various clans, I  shall begin 
from the west, and work east for convenience sake.

Rast of the district of Comillah is a hill tract known us Independent Tipparah or 
Hill Tipperah, as it has■ boon the fashion to term it for two or three years back. ’This is 
inhabited partly by Tippetahs and partly by Rookies undor Chiefs of tbo Poi too family.
The host, known and most influential of these is named Misehoilon or Guurshailon or 
Mischoilal. There are several other versions of the name. He is son of Ialohokla, a 
Chief who surrendered in 1815 to Captain Blackwood on a promise of pardon. According 
to the Rookies, Lnlchokla was, however, tried and transported for life, and Ms dubiously 
named son is said to ha ve sworn to take vengeance on us, a vow which he ha? religiously 
observed.

'East of the Poitoos are tho village? of the Syloos. Their most powerful Chief is 
Savoong. Majors Graham and Macdonald got to some of their villages last December.

The Syloos sworn friendship with Captain Levvin in 1808 ; but, as shown above, there 
is reason to believe that they were concerned in tho recent raids. Savoong’* village is 

■ said to be on tho west bank of tho Gootur on a hill -which was pointed out to me
apparently thirty miles south of Beparri Bazar. On tho east side of the Gootur are the 
Villages of the sons of Lalpitang, who has been always .considered by us as tho most 
powerful of all t he Lnsbais. I  extract a .passage from a Report of Major Stewart dated 
10th April 1862 -—“ Between tho villages of Button Pooa (Captain Babau’s opponent) 
and (the Cachar) Lusha is, there are other villages of Lushnis at war with them, the 
Chief of these is Lalpitang, throe days’ journey south of Sookpilal. * * * Of
Lalpitang all that is known is, th a t it is numerically equal to the three tribes north 
of ft.”

In  a previous paragraph Major Stewart had stcrod that the number of the three 
tribes was 27,500, therefore he considered .Lalpitang’s villages to number 27,600 more.
This I  consider to be an enormous exaggeration. East of the villages of Lai pi tang’s 
sons are the villages of their cousin VandOOla or Voadullah. Ho is’ considered by tho 
Chittagong authorities to be head of the Chiefs, whom they call Howlongs, and probably 
ho is now tho most influential among thorn, but wo iu Cachar have always considered 
Lalpitang to bo the more powerful of tho two.

To sum up what l  know of tin southern tribes. North, east, and south-east 
of the villages inhabited by Tippcrahs are Poitoo and cognate Rookie villages. East 
of thorn and apparently west of the headwater of tho Gootur are Syloos, among 
whom the leading Chief is Savoong. East of them and south of Mote khlang (shown 
iu Major Macdonald’s map) are the Howlong Chiefs, among whom the most promineut 
arc Vaudullah and the sons of his cousin, Lalpitang,

Buttun Poea is further south, and practically may bo said to bo in the Chittagong 
Hill Tracts. East of all those are villages of different tribes called. Pol by the Lushais.
These northern Pols are svid not to bo LakhayrPois (Shindoos), but probably they are 
oloecly connected with them. If we return again to our frontier, we find to tho south­
west of Cachar and north of Savoong tho villages of Sookpilal. His own village lie? 
between the Gootur and the Dullessur on a high lull called Byek, which I  cannot identify 
with certainty on the map, hut which is probably the hill marked I), south of Tongpilal.
North.of Sookpilal is the village of his sister Vamatang, roadbed by Air. Kemble iu 
1860. The village of Tongpilal, an inferior Chief, is further oast. To tho west are 
villages of Sookpikd’s brother, Tlnimbum, and his son, Garrick. East of the Duliossur 
and a little to the north of Sookpilal’s latitude are the villages of his mother, Pibuk, 
and a sister, Buttuugpi; further north are Mehtong and Dhunuongpi. East of the 
Sonai are Khalkom, a son of Sookpilal, Impanoe, ami some Smaller villages; further 
south, dose on to the Howlongs arc the village? of ilhuta, who himself is said to live on
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»Ue family ot^Lalu), which’is the one that lias had the closest connection vutli Cuthar lor 
many years hack. , . , ,

When we first took possession of the district the hills to the south were o g y « 4  by 
various clans of the tribe called Kookio by Beogetow- '
held the Haohuk range up to the Gootur. Ea*fc ?E n^+ho liUubiiiis which were held 
There were Ckangsils on the range which runs south of the Bhubuns, which were
by Thlangums.

The Sailireem Chiefs were east of ihc Tipai., Besides these there were many other 
, ‘. vr n iir. -n ■*« c \ h these were people of the same race, speakings

S M t f S m i l M P ,  »«*"»! the **m<»drem M,d havWg the same customs,SS5 i t ” " 'W -5*  “» ? i,;;v.*LS zSt
*«■ ^ i f r s . r s r i s S  f i  m

h d  ,r,,v ,J M t o  a  ^ . « ~ i a ! » g g ^ a £ & t .  J £

tlm fhe SW ssesTd to S e  north. He had five sons, Lam,groom, LalsaVoong, Mougper,
Bhuta a n T Z  who'e mime I don’t  know. Each of these when grown up started a 
v in W  on His own account, and so successful were they that twenty years ago Mm'gper
had driven o n /th e  Poitoos’and moved hie villages «P A t t o
..},,,or,, Laliuf-voom had all th® country between the Dullessur and die tipai, tin, . naan 
Ckamrsil and ''M anam a Chiefs having taken refuge m Cacliar. La.-avooug had 
completely broken up the Saikreems and got their hill? «ist of the Tipai, while Ukuta 
had got the lands, which he still holds, to the south of UilmgVOom.

nr , i p ,v made a raid on a Thedo village in Cachar in 1810, This

* s  t o .  —  », t o M * ~  -
Mongper. .

T • ♦ „ rt.nmrt.Vinn herself some time since invited Bhuta to move a
•11 ™ mtrfh t L  lI south o f llallong and about dim east of Mehtoug between the 

i L T  £ £  tmxiou/ for this, but, Impanu changed her mind and 
Hona, ana Aipai. ■>> “ Kw e there instead. To avenge tins, Bhuta 9
“ l0^«dnbmtored Imnami’BviHmi-e last year, and buruod Thangtiloon, a  small village of 
K t o K t o g  t o C : S a r .  In sp(te of this Khalkum holds on, and now the 
villages of Sookpilai and his sons extend from the (xootur to the lipai,
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Two of Lalsav- ■ong’s sons, Lalpung and Vonolel, became great Chiefs, The son of 
the termer is Poiboi, whose village is south of Tipai Mukh, VonoleVs sons arc Lenkom, 
Lonnie, and Lai hoorah, who lias succeeded to his father’s village. Tonolel had a second 
brot her, whose name was, I think, Thangchtto. lie is now represented by his son, 
Tangdong, whose village, however, is always considered to be one of Vonolel’s. In  the 
lost mentioned villages, borides the usual mixture of Kookie clans, there are great 
numbers of Pols. People' of this tribe took an active part in  the attack on Mouierkhall, 
and I li.we boon informed that five of thorn were killed. The village of Lalboorah is said 
to contain about two hundred arul fifty houses, but there are several small villages near 
which contain about three hundred more. Tangdong’s is said to liave contained ubont 
two hundred bu ses before it was destroyed by Ratnhow. One account gives Lonkom 
one hundred and fifty, another not more than ninety. Daoute is said to have had a large 
village once, but it has dwindled down to about forty houses. Possibly these may bo 
understated, but I  have generally found tho tendency to be toward exaggeration. One 
of the greatest foes of the eastern Lush via is Kamhow, who is said to have burned 
Tangdotyg’s village and carried away his wife while Tangdong Was making his raid on us.

I t  is probable that if we knew more than we do of tho Howlong and Syloo Chiefs, 
wo should, find that their history and position resemble those of the family of Lahti, who 
is said by the Lushais to have been of the same stock as Vandool, Lalpitang, and 
S-.iYoong, and I dare say that careful enquiry would show that tho villages of tho latter, 
like those of tho former, are to a groat extent composed of a motley collection of people 
from ilie various clans dispossessed from time to time by the Howlong and Syloo Chiefs,

This accounts for the constant fluctuations which wo observe in the relative power 
of different Chiefs. If a man is dissatisfied with his Chief, there is nothing to prevent his 
moving to the village of another Chief. .Consequently, when any Chief is unfortunate 
or unpopular, his village and, with it, bis general influence dwindle away, as bis people 

■ -<■ • desert him for luckier w  more popular Chiefs. I think it is of the utmost importance
that these cirouinstances should not be overlooked either in shaping our future policy or 
in tho dealings of local officers with tho Lushais, and I believe that, if we know how to 
take advantage of the relations of ( lie people to tlieir Chiefs, wo shall find in them a most 
valuable auxiliary force, not only in our immediate work of securing our cultivated 
frontier, but also in the attempts which, as I fervently hope, we shall make hereafter to 
elevate and benefit the hill men themselves.

J, W ARE EDGAR.
C a c h a k i  b

The m  March 1871. )

Mn, Edgar's Notes os the Lhsitat and other Rookies.
Tart II.

The importance to us of thoroughly understanding and realizing the composition and 
internal relations of the Kookie tribe is even greater than it seems at first sight. There 
are Kookie Chiefs settled in Manipur. Cacba.r. Sylbet, Tippernh, and possibly in tho 
HiU Tracts of Chittagong, These Chiefs and tho people with them have been driven 
out of the hills south of Cm bar, as I  pointed out, in the previous part of those Notes, by 
other Kookie Chiefs of the clan known to ns by the name of Lushai. We, ;< eing this 
and hearing complaints from time to time of outrages committed in  our territory by the 
people of the Imstiai Chiefs on the people of the ejected Chiefs, are apt to look upon the 
latter as a distinct race from the former, separated by them by impassable barriers 
raised not only by years of feud, but, by difference of blood, of customs, and of language. 
Closely connected with this belief is an idea that our bill men arc always in dispute 
with the Lushais; that in all frontier matters we can depend implicitly on their fidelity ; 
that their peaceful habits, gentleness, and truthfulness offer a sharp contrast to the tu r­
bulence, cruelty, and treachery of their opponents—much in the way that the friendly 
Indians of Cooper's Novels tiro represented to possess all the imagined virtues of the 
uncorrupted child of nature, while the hostile tribes are incarnations of all kinds of 
wickedness. An accurate knowledge of the composition of the tribe and of the relations 
of its claus to one another shows that all this is exactly the reverse of tho real facts.



The people who live in the village of a  Thaido Chief in Caohar or a Poitoo Chief in 
SvUiet or Tipporah differ iu no respect from the people who live under a Lushai Chief- 
Probably there will be a greater proportion of people of the Lusluu family under f.ie 
latter, a'greater proportion of Tliados or Poitoos under Clio fanner, but the el.'-went® are 
precisely the same in both cases. Again, people from Lushai villages constantly come 
and settle in villages within our jurisdiction, while people from our hill villages from 
time to time join the Lushai Chiefs. More then this, whole villages with their ( luot.i 
ooeasio’ Hilly move from one jurisdiction to another, or leave our districts for the tracts 
outside.

These Chiefs, when not openly on bad terms with the Lushai Chiefs, are generally 
engaged in intrigues with them, which sometimes result, in raids in our territory, some­
times in attacks made by one clan upon another. A brief sketch of the history of one 
family, that of Gnurshailon, some at least of the Chiefs of which are now settled m  our 
territory, may show, perhaps, better Hum the above general remarks that the present 
position of the Kookie subjects of eur Government as well os of those of Tipporah and 
Manipur is full of danger to the safety < f the frontier. Most of the facts will bo found 
in Mr, Mackenzie's memorandum on the North-East Frontier, others I. have learned 
lately.

When the Lushai Chief Lain! began to push towards the north and wrest, the hills 
east of the Dullessur were occupied by villages under a family of Poitoo Chiefs, the 
most influential of whom wa.« named Laron. These Poitoos tire also sometimes called 
Kachoks, but, the latter name seems to be used by Kookies as a general term to describe 
all other elans of Rookies but that to which the speaker belong*. Laroo was driven out 
of the hills between the Dul lessur and the Gootur by Mongper, father of Sookpilid, and 
then seems to have taken a position nort h of Clmtterchoora, where, however, he was very 
hard pressed by the Lushai Chiefs. At length, after » very severe raid, the Poitou* asked 
for the help of two Ma.iiipnri Rajputra*. Ram Bing and Tribhubhanjit, who were 
at tha t time settled in south ITyla.kandy. These Chiefs are Said to have collected their 
retainers, and. under the guidance of the Poitoos, to have surprised Mougper’s village and 
taken him prisoner They released him, however, on his promising not, to molest any of 
the Poitoo or ManipitSi villages near the frontier, This agreement was kept^ until 
1811 when Tribhubhanjit was defeated in an attempt made by him to get possession of 
the Manipur State, Immediately on this Mongper attacked Laroo, and drove hint with 
some of his people from the Cliatterchoora range to the south of Kailasshur in Sylhet.
Mongper then moved his village to the north of Chatterohoora, where ho was joined by 
many of the people of the Poitoo Chief.

Some time after this Laroo died. His son, Lalehokla, became reconciled to  Mongper, 
and immediately committed a raid on the Manipur village of Kochobarri, where ha 
killed twenty people and carried ofi six prisoners. Lalchok.o afterwards sa-id tha t he did 
this in revenge for injuries done to hi* father, Laroo, by Tribhubhanjit. B ut this whs 
untrue, and the story was evidently suggested by the attack on Mongper. made, as 
described above, mainly to protect the Poitoos. Probably the raid was suggested, if not 
aided, by Mougper.

The Kochobarri outrage took place in May 1H4 t, and in December of the same 
year some troops led by Captain Blackwood were sent from Kailasshur .-.gainst Lalehokla.
They were assisted by a emi.-.in of the latter, Lalmi Sing, who led them to the village.
Tney there obtained possession of all the year’ ; crops, and in a few days Lalehokla 
surrendered, as all the Rookies say, on being told by Lalnii Bing that ho would not 
be put to death or kept in captivity. Of course, Captain Blackwood did not know 
of this promise, but from what 1 know of the Rookie character I  have little doubt 
that it, was made by Lalmi Sing.

However, Lalehokla was tried at Sylbet, and transported for life. He left a son,
Gnnrshailon. who is said to hive token an oath to avenge what he considers our breach 
of faith with his father,

Iu  1849 simultaneously with the raid on Caohar made by Lalingvoom’s son, Mora, 
some of our wood-cutters were massacred to the south of Sylhet and a Tipporah village 
burned. The perpetrators bf thoseoulrages were described at the time as Knchaks, and 
there is little doubt tha t they were Poitoos of Gnurshailon's clan. The matter, however, 
does not seem to have been carefully enquired into at the time. Probably about this 
time Gnnrshailon married Vaniatang, a daughter of Mougper, and sister of Sookpilal.
He then settled in the Sylhet District, and had a large village there partially peopled by 
Lushai and other adherents of his wife.

ip  ? §L
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In course of time, however, Vaniatang and her husband quarolled. and she with 
her people left him and returned to her bother Sookpilat, near whom she established a 
village, the one seen by Messrs. Baker and Kemble in 1889. Gnurshailon seems after 
this to have left Sylhet and taken his village into Hill Tipperah, This separation led 
to an unintelligible dispute between Sookpi'al and his brother-in-law about the price of 
tho bride, which was patched up in 18(52 on a proposal made by Gnurshailon that they 
should join and make a raid on Sylhet This led to the Adampoor massacre in 1863 
in which Sookpikl, Gnurshailon, and two relatives and dependants of tho latter, Bung- 
bhoom and Lai Uoolien, were concerned. A t this time Gnurshailon was supposed to 
reside in Hill Tipperah, and is said to have been under the protection of the Bor 
Thakoor who was supposed at that time to hr itr the pretensions of Nilkiiao, the 
unsuccessful claimant to the Baj. The present Rajah offered to give up Gnurshailon, 
but wo did not accept his offer, and when lie was asked about him hi 18457 he denied all 
knowledge of him. For some time alter the Adampoor massacre Gnurshailon remained 
quiet, and wo thought ho had disappeared from the scene. However the dispute 
between him and Sookpil&l was somehow reopened, and about 1868 he made an 
alliance with the Syloo Chief, Savoong, who has been long on bad terms with Sookpilal. 
Meantime Bunghhooto, and possibly other Poitoo Chiefs, had moved into Sylhet trout 
Tipperah and were attacked there by SookpilaTs people in I860. They afterwards accom­
panied Messrs. Baker and Keuible to the Luehai villages, These are the people to 
whom we suppose the four men who were at Kutiioherra in November belonged,

■ pad whom I suspect of having got up the raid on our western gardens. Yet I am 
informed that all these Chiefs, Gnurshailon, Rutjgbhoom, ami lad Hoolieu, arc at 
present residing in the Sylhet District under the protection of Alt Ahmed, a Sylhet 
Zemindar. The Magistrate has been asked to enquire into the truth of this, but 
whether it is the rase or not, the really dangerous thing is that it should be probable 
or even possible. The fact is that the state of the law and the ease with which these 
people move from ono jurisdiction to another make it almost impossible to deal with them 
effectually. T think that wandering tribes like the Rookies should be exempted from tho 
open tiou of Sections ‘lb  and 36 of tho Criminal Procedure Code and Section 1 of Act 
T i l l  of 1859, and that the jurisdiction over them should be made to depend on their race, 
not on their geographical position, at any given time. Jij other words, l should propose 
to treat them an somewhat the same principle as that theoretically adopted by tho Gov­
ernment of the United States in dealing with the Indian tribes. Tin would require 
some legislative action, a special agency, and special tribunals. There might also be 
some difficulty in getting such a system to work in districts like Sylhet and Caohar 
without clashing with the jurisdiction of the existing courts, but i  think that, this 
difficulty might be got over with a little care and trouble. Of course, the above remarks 
apply uiuinly to our own districts. The Rajahs of Tipperah pud Manipur should be 
pressed to put all matters commoted with the management of their subject Rookies into 
the hands of the Political Agent in each State, who could then work in close connection 
with our own frontier officers.

I f  the system above indicated or some similar ono could be carried out, we should 
have taken the first step towards protecting our cultivated frontier from Rookies external 
to it by getting a real control over the Rookies settled in our districts in Manipur and 
in Tipperah. But, of course, any measures of t bis nature would have no effect by them­
selves, and it is of more immediate importance to settle on the direct action to bo taken 
with regard to tho Lusbai Chiefs and tlieir villages. I  have seen many propositions for 
t he defence of our frontier and for the prevention of outrages like those committed in 
1869 and this year, but 1 think they may all bo classed under one of three heads.

The first of these may be called the policy of pure defence. I t  is to have as few 
relations as possible with the tribe, and, in the words of Lord Dalhousie used of another 
frontier, “ w confine ourselves to the establishment of effective means of defence on the 
line of our own frontier.”

A second line of policy is the permanent occupation of the Luehai Hills and the 
more or less complete subjugation of their inhabitants.

A  third course is to refrain from occupying tlie country, or from exercising any 
direct control over tho people, and to attempt to gain au effectual influence over thorn bv 
conciliatory measures by doing all in our power to extend trade and other humanising 
influences, while making the Chiefs and their followers dearly understand that we Lad 
both the power and the determination to inflict severe punishment for any misbehaviour 
on their part.
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