
The first plan has, perhaps, the merit of being the most consistent with our general 
frontier policy, and it would apparently lead to fewer complications than either of the 
other two, But I think that practically it would he found the most difficult and in the 
end by far the most expensive course that could he adopted.

It must always be borne in mind in considering this question that our exposed tea 
gardens and villages are as yet mere specks of cultivation in a vast expanse of marshes, 
hills, arid forests, and that teigive effectual protection to them by means of guards and 
outposts we should require a line that could not be slipped through with safety, extoucling 
from north-east of the tea gardens on the Jeri round the south of Cachar and Bribet 
and probably through Hill Tippcrali, to the north-vmst of the Chittagong Hill Trams 
and along the north of that district to A mean. The difficulties and cost of establishing 
#uch a line of posts are questions of a military nature, and I do not feel competent to 
discuss them. But I may point out how, under certain contingencies, the network of 
roads which would necessarily form part of the line of defence might become a serious 
danger to the frontier.

It would be impossible to keep up the guards during the rains except at a great 
••sacrifice of human' life, and it is likely that in very unhealthy seasons it might, he 
absolutely necessary to withdraw them altogether, in which case, if the Lushaia wore 
unfriendly, they might make use of the roads in attacking our .villages nod gardens. 
Hitherto’ we have enjoyed a practical immunity from raids during the rains. But this 
has not been, because the Lustiais cannot get about at this season. On the Contrary, 
ibis is their best time for collecting rubber, and they constantly come during the rains in 
pursuit of game along the high hills almost up to our cultivation. But they fear the 
low hills that surround our gardens with their rank and in the rainy season almost 
impenetrable vegetation, and the treacherous streams and atrip* of marsh that intersect 
them. Our paths would enable them to overcome the difficulty and would, when the 
guards were withdrawn, deprive us of the protection which we now have for eight 
months of the year.

This danger would, of course, he equally great if instead of thoroughly defending 
the whole of the exposed line, we were to select for complete protection certain portions 
of it, while during the cold weather attacks would he almost certainly diverted to the 
positions loft imperfectly defended. Such are a few, and only a few. of the considerations 
which would lead me to reject the policy of pure defence if a more hopeful one could bo 
devised. The permanent "occupation of all the hills lying west of the watershed of the 
Irrawaddy, if accompanied by the complete subjugation of the tribes inhabiting them, 
would have the great advantage of almost completely protecting the south frontier of 
Cachar and Sylltet as well as Hill Tipporah, and in some measure the Chittagong Hill 
Tracts. In other words, it would have the effect of pushing the line to be defended some 
eighty miles, perhaps moro, east of Hill Tipperah. I have no doubt that ail the villages 
west of tliis line could be brought under subjection. Of course a strong military 

.expedition at the outlet would be necessary, and even after that the work would be 
troublesome and very costly. Still tho thing could be done, and the only question to be 
considered is whether the advantage would outweigh the disadvantage*.

If by subjugating the people of these hills wo should deprive them of the power of 
injuring 11s, we should at the same time deprive them of tho power of defending loom- 
selves against attaoks from outside, and we should take upon ourselves the duty of 
protecting them from such attacks. We do not know with anything like uu approach to 
certainty how far east lies th< portion of the watershed of the Irrawaddy, connecting 
the Yurua range east of Amman with the Lairaatokh range west of Manipur, nor do 
we really know what people vve may lind in addition to the Lushun west of this line. 
For instance, it is not impossible that some at least of the Sokfce villages and some of tho 
people called Foies by the Lushais are on this side of tho watershed. We should 
therefore in occupying these hills undertake to defend a country about tho extent and 
inhabitants of which wo know scarcely anything. But we know still less of the people 
from whose attacks we should have to defend it. The hills east of tho watershed are 
supposed to be subject to (he .Burmese, but their inhabitants are described by Sir Arthur 
Fliayre to be “ practically as independent and as little known as the tribes of Central 
Africa before the clays of Burton, Speke, and Grant.”

The little that is known of these tribes seems to show- that they are more numerous, 
fiercer, and more an tractable than those noarer our present frontier.
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It, is, therefore, possible that after we had with great difficulty and expense subdued 
every Chief up to the watershed, wo might had that we have to defend a more difficult 
frontier than the present one from more formidable assailable than we now have to deal 
with, and that too at a much greater distance from the cultivated districts which must 
always be the base of anv operations whether defensive or offensive. In the above 
remarks I have taken it for granted that the whole country up to the nominal Burmese 
frontier would be occupied, and effective measures at once taken to establish our authority 
over the inhabitants. It might be urged that the occupation of a portion of the bills, 
say, of nil to the west of the Tipai, would he sufficient, or that, instead of employing ut 
once sufficient force to reduce all the villages to submission, we might, while declaring 
that our jurisdiction extended over the whole territory, take our own time in reconciling 
the facts with this theory, and, as opportunity offered, extend our actual rule to one village 
after another.

As one of the objects of the occupation would he effectually to protect Caohar, 1 
think that no boundary short of the watershed would be sufficient. The dans who 
attacked Monierkhall and Nugdigrmu this year came from the east of the Tipai, and their 
conduct at the Monierkhall stockade showed that they are a more formidable enemy than 
•we have had to deal with hitherto. The occupation of the hills west of the Tipai would 
directly put any restraint on thorn, and might have the effect of making them attack 
us more furiously than before by wanting their auger without depriving them of the 
power to hurt Tbo Chiefs too of the villages occupied by us would not tail to increase 
the danger by their intrigues, and they would possibly attempt to divert suspicion from 
themselves by iuducing the eastern clans to attack the exposed gardens on the Jen and 
the Burak which are, perhaps, the most difficult of all for us to defend. The objections 
to a gradual and at first merely nominal occupation of country are the same in kind, but 
far stronger.

Even if wo were eventually to succeed in extending our authority to all the villages, 
and success would be by no means a certainty, there would be a long intervening period 
during which the danger of attacks on Cachar would be, perhaps, greater than it is now, 
and such attacks, if made by people nominally our subjects and theoretically within our 
jurisdiction, would have » worse moral effect than even unpunished outrages committed 
by wild tribes whom we do not pretend to govern. Ju Eastern Bengal, with its dangerous 
Mussulman population and its colonies of intriguing Mauipuris and wild hill-men, it 
is of vital importance that every man should feel that our rule is a real one wherever we 
choose to extend it, and that the power of our Government is sufficient to emfowse .un
qualified submission from every one living within the limits of our territorial jurisdiction. 
Besides this, if we should eventually succeed in bringing all the villages up to the tvtU r- 
',‘hed by dectvejj under our rule, we should then have to face the difficulty of defending 
them from the tribes beyond. So that after maiiy years of possible suffering to our"sub
ject  ̂ and of danger to the internal peace of our districts, we should bo in no better posi
tion (ban if we were to occupy and subdue the country at once. I have not said any
thin- of the oust of administering the hills after our authority had been onefe established 
in them because I believe that their wealth in forest products would be great enough if 
properl y managed to do more than make the district self-supporting, that is, if iu addition 
to the expense of the internal administration we should not have to take costly precautions 
against the inroads of the tribes to t he east.

On the whole if wo were confined to the alternative of merely defending our cul
tivated territory or of permanently occupying the hills west of the Irrawaddy watershed 
1 should, tor the sake of my own district, prefer the latter. But I consider that the third 
line of policy mentioned above is in many ways better than either of the others.

I believe that by a just and prudent course of action we could bind the Kookies to 
us by ties so strong and lasting that the tribe, instead of being a. source of difficulties and 
danger to us, would become our strongest frontier defence. But while I think that this 
can be done by conciliatory measures, 1 am convinced that we cannot hope to succeed 
unless we make the tribe feel that wo can, and when occasion requires shall, not hesitate 
to punish for misbehaviours with unflinching severity. There would be no need of 
adopting a policy of reprisals in order to bring this home to the minds of the hill-men, 
and nothing but absolute necessity could justify, such a policy. But, it seems to me that a 
distinction should be made between a more system of counter raids and measures taken 
deliberately for the punishment of knowh offenders.



In tho one case, perhaps, a year after the commission of an outrage a few troops or 
Police ,vt,uld bo hurried into the lulls, the first village reached, possibly an innocent one, 
would be burned, and the force would than hurry back to the plains pursued by augry 
hilt-men like a, swarm 4  hornets utter no unwary intruder into their rush After Uuh 
nothin r would be done till tho next outrage, which would he followed by another 
misctttble attempt at n reprisal, and so on in a monotonous and humiliating alternation 
of raids arid counter raids, 1 can son no rwomblanoe between such a system and a care
ful i organ licit and well conducted expedition, undertaken alter grave deliberation lo 
inflict punishment of a defined character on known C.lueis, whose _gudt had been 
established bv careful enquiry, and who hud previously rejected all tho friendly advances 
uiaiiii to them, such ail expedition would be merely a break in the policy of conciliation, 
which could be resumed again immediately after tho successful ending ot the expedition 
with a certainty that hereafter, for a long time at least, there would be no danger of our 
friendship being despised or our motives misunderstood.

11 the above view arc correct, the only points we have to consider are whether Ihe 
circumstance4 under which the recent raids were committed are such as to call jnipcralive- 
Iv for punishment, whether we have proof enough of the identity of the guilty parties 
td take action in the matter, and whether there is a reasonable probability of our being 
able t<. carry out a successful expedition.

I think an affirmative answer may be given to all these questions. The attacks on 
our gardens and villages were unprovnked. and worn avowedly made for the sole object 
of getting plunder nnd prisoners. The raidt.i i on one side wore completely suceessfrn 
without apparently any -lctti to themselves, but after killing one European and many 
Natives they carried off much plunder and a large number of prisoners. The party 
attacking jfouierkkall were not so fortunate, but though they suffered severe loss and did 
not get very much booty, still they did it great amount oi mischief, besides killing a 
number of our troops and Folieo Besides this they think that we were prepared for 
them in consequence of the information ) sent in from Changed and naturally hope to do 
boltc'- .moth* r lime, Even if Caehar stood alone, punishinout seems to me to bo import- 
lively called for, but the outrages in Manipur, Sylhet and Tipporah make the case very 
much stronger.

There can bo no doubt that the raids on Monierkhall and Nngdigram were commit- 
ted by Lalbowah and Tangdong. The Manipur Political Agent seems to think that 
TViibui was also concerned m Bum, but I have not been able to get any evidence of this. 
Indeed all that 1 have heard favours an opposite view. The evidence-against Bhenknia 
and Suogbooiig scows to be strong enough to justify hostile measures, and fandoul and 
Savooug will probably find much dhUcCilty in clearing themselves.

I have not noticed a statement made by some Kook ice, who said they recognized one 
of Sookpilal's son at AUmuggur, In the first | lace, because I do not know any further 
particulars and cannot tell how far wo can depend upon the Kookics ; and see i dly, be
cause 1 hope to get some reliable information from poopio who are going out with the 
three LushttiB who accompanied mo to Caek&r. Meantime I may point out that before 
the hist raids the Chi ttagong authorities warned us that How longs were on their way 
down the Dulloi DO attack Cnehar. Now tho Dulloi runs near All iuuggur, and people 
working through the hill above it would probably come out at that place. Anyhow we 
„ ay W iiue that the deplorable outrages at Katlicberm, Alexanderpoor, and tho Anwark- 
liall Cachari village were committed mainly by Howlongs, and surely they ought not to 
go unpunished. Lastly, there is now better chance of conducting an expedition to a 
successful end than there has been hitherto. V e now know the character of the country, 
and that it does not oppose any insuperable obstacles. We also know generally the direc
tion of the villages wt want to get at, and the ivay to reach them. Above all the infor
mation collected' lately on this side and at Chittagong makes it possible to estimate the 
amount of oppositions wo arc likely to meet with and to form a definite plan for an ex- 
peiliti m. Taking all these things into consideration, I have come to tho conclusion that 
wo ought to take'measures to inflict, punishment next cold weather on the perpetrators 
of the outrage of this year, and I should propos* to send one foroe from Oat-bar to the 
villa-‘-s of Jjalfaoopdi and Tangdong, and another from either Chittagong or Tipperah 
p the villages of the sons of Ealpitang. Of course l  do not presume to make any 
definite suggestions about the strength of tho force to be sent in, its organization, or tho 
way in which it should be conducted. There are, however, some points upon which the 
knowledge I have gained in the hills may be useful. If an expedition should be decided
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an, it is of the utmost, importance that preparations should be commenced as early as possible. 
Supplies, carriage, &o,, should be collected at Cachar during the rains and sent by the Barak 
to Tipai MuVh before the 1st of November, or at all events within a week after the cessa
tion of the rains, t have assumed that Tipai Mukh would be adopted as the starting point, 
because it is nearer to Lalbooroh’s village than any other place that ca n be reached by water.
The river up to it has been surveyed, and is navigable for boats of 200 mounds up to Mur- 
very end of the rains, and although there are some shoals which impede the navigation 
ill the dry season, still even thou it is every way superior to either the Sonai or the 
Diillessur. From Tipai Mukli there are paths leading to the villages, but I ain inclined 
to think that a little higher up the Barak there are better paths leading from a place at 
which sou. - Manipuri traders have established a mart. Between Tipai Mukli and 
Lalbocrch's village are the great villages of Kholel (Voiipilal’s) and Sellam (Poiboi’s).,
It is almost curtain that the former would side with us, and more than probable that the 
latter would follow its example. But it would be advisable to leave a strong guard near, 
but not in each. This would ensure the fidelity of the people, and when they found that 
we had no intention of injuring them, their woman and children would probably return 
to the villages from their hiding places in the jungle. Of course if these people should 
prove friendly, this utmost care should be taken to protect them from any kind of injury 
or annoyance. Laiboorah's village would probably be found deserted, perhaps burned.
The force should, however, establish itself there and send out parties to get possession of 
the grain in the .1 limes, to make prisoners any women and children they could find, and 
disperse any parties of armed men they could get intelligence of. The clan on finding 
that the force did not meet to hurry back to the plains in the usual manner would pro
bably take to offensive measures. It is not. likely that they would venture to attack 
the main body or any of the securing parties, but it would almost certainly attempt to 
interrupt communications and out off supplies. Besides attacking weak parties coming 
up from the roar, they would probably stake the paths leading from the base to the 
main body. They would, however, soon tire of this and attempt to negotiate. The 
surrender of the Chiefs concerned in the raids should be insisted cm as a preliminary stop,
They would give themselves up if promised their lives and liberty on complying with 
imr demands A very heavy fine of elephants's tusks, mstnas, gongs, and amber neck*
1,tees, should be imposed upon them, mid they should be compelled with their people to 
assist in making a good path up to the place in which a junction with the Chittagong 
force should be effected. The latter expedition should mufaiit mvtatuii* proceed on the 
same principles as that from Cachar. In returning both should ho aoemnpained by the 
Chiefs' and headmen of the offending villages. This would prevent any attempts at 
annoyance on tho way back.

In the for -going remarks I have assumed that the force would not meet any resis
tance in its advance, but that tho supports would require to be very strong in order to 
provide against annoyance after the villages had been occupied. From what, I know 
of tho Lushais and their ideas about lighting, I think that this is the most probable 
course of events. But there may be opposition, other clan, may make common causa 
with those against whom our force would be directed, and these last might elect to 
stockade and defend their villages. In either case a strong force would be necessary, and 
above all things it should be thoroughly organized and equipped. It would be well, too, 
to post strung parties on Chatterchoora, ltengtipahar, and Hongkong, and to get the Rajah 
of Manipur to send a large force to some points south of Moiraug. This measure 
would prevent Kanihow from giving any did to the Lushais even if be were willing, 
which seems unlikely. Mr. MoWilliain is at present engaged in collecting all available 
information about the relative position of the several Lushai villages and about the 
routes from Tipai Mukh. We shall then compare this with what I have learned during 
my tour in the hills, and then show the result of our enquiries as correctly 
as possible on the existing maps. As in this matter fullness and accuracy of informa
tion arc of greater importance than l.aste in submitting it, we shall not send the 
final maps and reports of routes until we are satisfied that we have exhausted all 
means of adding to our knowledge or of correcting our present views. As soon, how
ever, as I can get a copy of the Eastern Frontier map, I shall put down on it roughly the 
position of the thief villages and send it demi-officially. One very important point on 
which we hope to gain information is the supply of water along the route. It is possible 
that in some places there may be difficulty in getting water enough for the force, but this 
can be overcome by tho use of Norton’s pumps where the water rises from a considerable 
depth, and by carefully accumulating and economising it when it is dependent on mere 
surface drainage.
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'Clm «irvfcion of carriage is very difficult-. I sjfcoulil advise thhl elephants bIwuJ.i bo 
ttonloyed ns much as possible on account of the difficulty of feeding ooolics, ana tn<*i V i,
danger of tinir breaking down. Wo should not be able to supply many elephant# Iront 
t’er, ,;islriot or front Sylhet. They should therefore b» sent tip h «ro. it possible, before ,
tins ruins The Mahouts should !>i> all picked raviii Kind groat attention shook! be earn to 
t bo gear of the elephants. On this point wore than anything else would their efficiency 

. ob » menus of carriage depend,
After the tnrmimtiou of the expedition 1 think f.iiat vt > should again, adopt thosO 

measures -if conciliation which were interrupted by the outoe es of this yes,v, Chief 
among these is the development of trade, The history of our relations with the tribe* 
pi, the N •rth-Eimtorn Emptier abound* with examples of the eagerness of hrll~tiicn_ to 
trade, and of the bettelleial inflneuco which we have boon able to exercise by tak* g 
advuut-.-i, of it. Hut in alt previous raws that 1 know of (*-.• fh tho dimbtfusl exception 
of til, • l-.vryah Hills) the trade has been of a comparatively mrimpnriaut description.
Noe the Lushais have net only an katenso desire Cor many articles winch tlb-y ten only 
gel true us, but also wlwt is for the present-a praotwelly unlimited supply of », v.vluab e 
smi le, India rubber. The trade in this article may be -..id to hate begun after the 
expedition of 18(19. II has been hitherto Oitafmed to a feu villages B»nr the Cad mr 
•■(rcuuis I!y far the greater portion of the vast forest o' caoutchouc trie’s re still 
untoud- 1, yet the amount of rubber impoi rad Into Cachor aiaco March of last, year has 
been movetii i.n thirteen hundred uuuxnds, «aid to lit, worth in Calcutta, rixiy-ftvo thousand 
rupees. y'ront the en.itiirira 1 made when in the lulls, and froth What I n;yse’f observed,
1 do not think that this was ono-t-enib <‘f the possible outturn from tho hills between 
Cwchar, Mimipur, and the hill tracts. Tbe forests near the villages Of Uio .Howl.-age 
; ,i;l ‘i are described to me ils of far urea’or extent than those to the north. Cut 
strange to sav. although people from tho southern villages havt '-eeu for years buck 
trading iu tho Chittagong marts, they do not seem to have discovered (h- value flt their 
rubber.. I do not fiud .Indio rubber mentioned among the articles front the lull trac«« •« 
tho appendix > > Captain l / ’win's it, port, and it is not noticed in tho advertisement of iho 
Mela at i'l-iUngou:: 1 have heard however, «.C Lusliai traders tak'.r.g salt to tho
Howluug or Syloo villages and exchanging it. for four tinu- its weight in rubber that in 
for about forty times its intrinsic value, it' tho price Of titbl « bo really so high as i have 
been tol-.l it is.

Th - ,v.» also said, to lie great forests of caoutchouc trees east of 'ho Tipai which 
have scarcely been touched as yet. Even in the forests from which the rubber imported. 
during last year was collected, a comparatively small proportion of the trees seem to 
have been tapped. Undo measures have also been taken for the preservation of tho trees, 
and tho l.n-tnni* with whom l have been have promised to plant but _ shit able port ions of 
their jume land*, as they abandon, them, with ooonicliouc trees. This last, of bourse, is 
meant as a precaution for the future. At present there seems to be as much rubber as tho *
Bushin* can. collect, ami as ‘.In- demand for the article sums to bo steadily iD on-living. it 
is probable rant the price will long continue at least os high ns it now is. The JL/usimis . ; ,
therefore have t he meoan of obtaining by trade far more wealth than they could possibly.' 
amp lire by long ooursn of the most vum-siful plundering, and they will come to realize .
tiii, fact" alter a'few years of intercourse with us, for they sre/noi naming in intelli
gence, But. as they become rich, as their villages get filled with ill the articles that 
biiimon oovt-fc. the ‘danger to them of attacks of tribes still further com will bo » 
constantly in creasing one, and this must Drain; thorn the more inclined to rely upon our 
good-will.

Wo shall he able to aid them by advice and probably eventually to give materia.), 
assistance. 'ITaus by degrees forming them into ty barrier against tho encroachments of 
the tribes hftyond. In this way the rubber trade may have very -valuable political results.. 1 ,
l  have dwoli on this article, because it is undoubtedly the most important; but besides 
rubber, cinnamon, lad, .ivory, wax. cotton, and some other things of less value can be 
supplied fvojr, the Luslmi Hills. I have also heard of something which I conjecture to bo 
sandal-wood found in tho Eastern Hills, a» well a, pine yielding tureen tiitb. I have at
tempted to introduce tlm cultivation of tho potato among the people I  have come in 
contact with, but, I do not expect it would b.> likely to become an iiiij-'-rtant export.
Indeed, it i* not impossible that after a time the dans nearest to us may find it more 
profitable til bay fond from the plains then to produce it themselves. But it is apt easy 
to forecast till the changes that tho discovery of t,lie caoutchouc forests will eventually 
produce iu the internal economy of tho clans inhabiting the Lus’rai Hills. While r< ying, >■
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tna.nlv on trade a* .• m -un  ot kiflnrar.ii* the Lw M * 1 *!><>•,I, ml, " J " '; ' 
i do not m »u to m wk  instructs,ri in book knowledge as ui thi-j 'rapier me.li.-- f»> u •- 
At present so no people in each village ran wort rou.A«K m wood and iron, but ree tf*us 
intelligence wliicin they slum iu all raattere connected with mechanic* wakes mo liunK 
that they could ho taught to do much better.

Some of the people 1 have seen seem .un ions to have their children taught V, read
..rite Bengali I think that this desire should be encouraged, and thru we would do 

till m 'o,r power to grati'v it. But 1 am advers, to forcing any kmu ot education on 
hillimu when titer,- ire no traces on their part of a snout: neons desire to Irani. I" my 
mi ,,i he most val«ablo school for the youth of thetr.be void.) h»w>me such Bevy as , 
j,r. osud by me io 1865) in a letter to the Commit-doner ot Dacca dated the 3rd ot ApM 
of that voir.

As I still old tint views then to,.pressed about the usefulness of such a Levy, 1 shall 
here quote some passages from the Deport:—

“ The Rookie Lew was raised in 1850 at the recommendation of General Lister,
•partlv as a force to be used against the Utsbais, and rt.y t .  give employment to the 
youth of the Rookie tribes whose love for fighting, it was hoped, would then be a-.ril. - 

• imitelv gratified in defending-ohr frontier insteed of iu murdering their ueighwUM, M
hud been their custom from time immemorial. How this project succeeded, wuat■ uio 
Rookie Lew wag, and what it might have become, may be learned from the Import of 

; y Muior Stewart to Mr. Alien of tho Board of BeVeuue, dated Soth September }So7.
Mtiior Stewart commanded the Levy for m m  years, and I know of no innn Vi to opmum 
, u the subject ought to outweigh iris Th- Levy was amalgamated with too now Lcnr- 
in 1863 and now in 18B0 the Officiating District Superintendent ot C eehar has stated «• a 
toport. which I have just received,#*t Rookies aw unfit to did end Outpwb... W l »  
t,hnt S can account for tho apparent degeneracy ot men whom competent judges .foe 

f i r ; O ’ nl Lister and Major Stewart thought singularly brave. '

<• The Rookies, like most if fire other tribes upon this frontier, are of a low e-vilfsa- 
i ,(i.i even for Irillr .eu they-re dirty in their habits and they oat the most revolting kinds . -
„f fi.-A ihey are at tho -rime time senritiv® to praise or blame submissive to their 
Miveriors, and alwavs ready to yield to any one possess m' * higher civilization than rbotJ- 
<vi\-o- Tlie effect of the organisation of the police fora, and of thi -.mjes constu.dee
K.v,, to perform is to render men of such a character pt ffectly worthless as firiding men.
Yin v find themselves looked upon by the Hindoos and Mussulman constables as urn lea i 
Kivfgw, srtim-lv worthy to be called men. They see that their ignorance ««  incapacuty 
t„ b'.'irr. practicallv -hut them out from promotion to higher grades m which a- knowledge 
of r, ndii.1 and writing is required ; when they go into the district to servo *onn.cures 
or to perform other similar duties,-they Cannot help pwoemug that they are regarded 
by the people witl contempt as hiltmen w ith hatred as poboemen. The Mtt*iuet>»

1!,. • ti-c Rookie Constable is one of the meeke-t and most inoffensive of men, but 
boo lining so 1)0 has lost the pluck and loro for fighting which used to excite the 

of Maior Stewart, In this way wo aro able under the present systou 
to make any real use of the elate* most suited for the work to no done on the (rentier 
while tho same objections that exist to the employment of regular troop.-, whe ier 
Soikhs or Hmdoostanoes, may be urged with equal force dduunst the emptoynu ,t of 
Policemen of the same races in jungles so unhealthy as those of C-nohar. I.ut .l. .r. 
is a noint of view even more important than the defence of ihe frontier ugamst hostile
- -bes from whioh I regard tho project of worgaaimg tho Levy It might be node 
the most powerful means of binding them to us by tire of friendship and hiyalty . tt 
I wore allowed to reform the I«3vy, t should do all f could to induce Lusbi. >. Angan .8. 
and hi fact, men of all the neighbouring tribes to uniisi in it. :m< T should, above tA 
things endeavour to get unmarried youths of the most warlike tillages to spend m the 
is-.-v the years that are now employed in the commission -<f acts of the most revolt,m, 
kind -burins the time of theii service we Should bavo p  opportunity ol teaching 
them to *ne, however dimly, the value of the civilization superior to their W , 1'14 ** 
might be able to foster a desire to share iu its benefltB. But should we foil m tin. ;and , 
f confess that l am mil very hopeful, about it), still T am cor lam that Auropeau officials 
t  a hw "ears ot kindly intercourse could get such a hold on tho affections ol the * 

WVr'r,' ymitii' iiten that they would on tdieir return to the villages do all m their power to keep
’ : up friendly relations' between their tribes and us.” -I

h: ,.-1. ■ . « - ,



'Plusre cau bo no doubt that great adrantajjea would be p a >< w' 1r<’u,‘] .s”

the u Z  to U .fJ tf he v f  1 ;

-v:a
s r S .  x . « " « • > » « *

on any further effort* »t conciliation, unless preceded by the punishment of those Chief* 
whom we know to be the worst offender*.

the Military authorities.
Before concluding I have to make some further remarks in connection with some 

of the topics tu. ntioned in these notes.
The three Lushais who accompanied me from Punch,mg K*i »t • t on their re mrn 

H1 t . . J  Th,w all go back by the Ihill^ur. 1 send with them a very tetolhgimt Bengal.,
■• • V ■ ostensibly to fralo, but really to get what information he can P*ck “£ * “ * * ' ’ raids, d
’ ■: above all to do all that ho can to get back tlm daughter of Air. H i ah«tet . w  i on

from Alexandorpoor. Pour Oelmries are going up at the »®» ^ m' nJj' ’* , £ eu/  ; • t
n îWi-rintt the tanitives taken from the village near Aowarkhal tv Inch suiForui sc cruui.>. 

f :V '!■' Tliov aak«i me to allow them to go, and I felt.that I could not r.ifuso ' p̂ -tniw. m 
7 SooktHU's Muutri. has made hiueoft answerable tor their kind b M U h k  an .̂  pwmwes

' ^ ^ i » t ,5 ^ a : . ' r * r « E 3 r - r - .  ^
but l am not very hopeful of getting this.

1 am mul.iPk all the enquiries in my power into the story told by- Mr. I.airslinwi. cl 
tho four Kookies wliu wen' to his gar Ion last November and mto the a llied  meut.totion 
of Iitikhung with the Chief of tho Altinuggee raidem. fftoc tins purpose I  him s*u« Hurry 
Tlmkoor, who hits proved of so much use to me m all my dealings with 
S  . Muutri, a Tbhmgum Kookio. to make local enquiries.. X have heard tl»t 
Lilkrisw. tho balf-brother of the Tipper*!, Chief and unsuccessful ®
succession, is soinAow HUrtfd up in the outrages of the present y ^ -  ™e 
-if Ti’worah has been written to about this. In a copy of a tetter ‘«“ ™
from ’the Political Agent at Manipur to tho foreign He> rotary, dated 6tb Atarcn 18/1 
“ 2£ (‘antiv.'s who caoiped from the Lushais are said to have mcrim.natod Vimolel,
Wiboi, and Vonpilal. X think that their statomonte Should bo looked at with some 
suspicion.

Tliere is no doubt that tbs sons of Yonolel were the chief p-rpeirators of the raids 
on Manipur and Bad Caoluir. But th, guilt of toe villages of Boiboi and Vonpnal * 
at least doubtful.

II, t  myrth noting that the only village named by any of <be escaped oaptws was 
8umf-u by which Chump,ii, the village of Lalboonili, evidently meant, the woman 
r “A d  she was* taken off by one of Vpupilals people escaped on the Wad, « »  
said atxi the salt springs of the village, No v Vonpilal s salt springs> are west of the 
Sou-o wd the woman could not by any possibility have been taken there. The woman 
Bdugl'oo said she was taken to one of Xtoiboi’s villages, but she did not knowits name. 1
She said that she saw somO people going on a raid supposed by X>r. <*>. k* '«
Monierkbail Sho aid that these were I'mboi a people. If they were the lomerkhali 
raiders. this is incorrect, for there is nut the slightest doubt that the Utter wore maitdy 
VotWeVs people led by Ills sou, Lalboorah, and nephew, fengdong Ot S

* A Poibei : people trwy have oceu with them, but it is more probable that they were not, i
'
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'** ■ %  »»i*r there were mm of mirn at Tirni McMi who toy that tfo: ffohtiug
men Of Poibtn were engaged in bring*tig down rubber for Bale at the very tinw the 
« ‘O T  W ^ f t *  W  ^  ofl to attack Caobar. 1 am inclined' to a^neuf 
. V. Lao May]purt otricnals y ho have shown on more than one:occasion an unmistakable 

■ • . moamym  -to do mischief to both Poiboi and VonpUal have outhis occasion 1 amoved
Brown eS°aped <* f f 9  ftud I)<wb^  W  hMe misinterpreted their statements to Ur.

.'. W'iij eu! Nuthu.ll has promised mo to entpiire most fully into this. The conduct of 
fe /- 1 *h$ Mampur authorities m tho whole affair seems very suspicious.

3  “Pl’®aw> tor inswnco, that Dr. Brown at, the time of writing his' of the 
6t, March knew nothing of the sway of Kiimhew’s.messengers to the Rajah Which Jwd 
reached Colonel McttiUoch on the 18th Vebnwry, as mentioned bv me in the id. part of 

jp,*r «m|0 notes. Uosire on the part of the Manipuris to make out that the people of
, i  otboi and VonpiM were -w guilty as the people of Vonolel may bo accounted for by the

; . 7 ^  (lie former nave more..than once wmphiiued to me that the Manipur itaiaii 
levn ; tolls on timber cut imo corned away front their own Tillage lands.

^ V *  ' ®ie people about the Bajah am undoubtedly hungering after tho rich rubber forests
a*»r iipdi Mu.ih, and they would like to use oar ptw to pull the chesouts out of the fire.

jh f' ' ' I I S  peunfotd ^mnW i0US' ^  tlW lrth°r hand’ t0 ke<5p 011 800,1 teiin8 with Poiboi and the
'* ... ! 1 « 0 »w to taro an expedition, the active assistance, or even friendly neutrality of-

™  , tl)i:-n Villages would be simply priced
.fi: any Other policy be adopted, Wo should find their good-will of great use. '
The fidelity of Sookpilai is »t present of far leas' importance, for if it should be found 

V: , that ho wn« concerned m nuy of the outrages, we can got at him with ease while if the
flow longs ami tyhioa were tho perpetrators, aa 1 at present think they were, they one be 
punished by i - Irom the Chittagong aide without, bis aid or even without lus bfody able io 
: help them it ire ;olt inclined. In my Be port to the Commissioner of Daocn, dated March 
Mh 1 ^ei]tra»l tlie *nr»l)te m  iu wliicl I was supported throughout 'my tour by 

kU mi. J»mlai.vd, ->n% I feel tint I d'ul. not do him justice. lata very anxious that the
Government ot India should know that, I firmly believe that if I had been 'accompanied
by ahnost wty other U(an I know, we should ecurcely luive got out of our difflctittfos as

' 1 ■,'
r. Th®'Situation must have beau a more trying one for my companion than for mvself,
Xlc. wnnd not have understood the motives that led me to act us I did on many ouw'ns 
end it he had own any distrust of me, or nny differenoe of opinion from me, all might nave heap lest, "

In my hoport I  omitted to notice tho cvcellwit conduct of a young Manifiuri 
,1,' ’ hajpootra, son of hanluii Sing. I keep this lad about mo in order that J may see that

he does not toll into nns.-lnef. M. henl want on my'late tour ho volunteered to accompany 
ine. iaUu'Vfifl h,in, aiulnave .wen delighted at the excellent spirit he displayed. It 
woukl ha MU' amir, to overpraise W*.ooun**e, M th foW , r ,d cheerfulness amid oiir worst 
duhcultiea and privations. Jfor lus sake l  should tie rejoiced if tho Government of India 
were u, see its way allowing lua father, Kanhiti Sing, the choice of residing at, Brindnbun 
instead of Hemreebagh. end at the same time I thiuk that suoh an offer made to Kenliaf 
Caciur s»d<Sy^hetSln* Tr0U <1 ilaV0 a TC,3r 8'°°d effect cm our Manipuri colonist in

1 Have ji.st, heard that affer the capture of Kiunhai Sing, his nephew, Kairukna, went 
dowr, to GnoraMoa’s village. This was a little before the raids on Chattewhoorali. 
information of tins was given to Mr. McWilliam before, my return by some one from

/•.'V. the south of b.vihefc bnt os there svr-med'no reason at that time to suspect Uuurslmilon,
-Vi , SigmfiCaiK.0 ot the tact (if true) waa overlooked.

flurry Ibakom’ will euquire into it now, and I shall report if we find out anythin? 
of importance, the story confirms my opinion of the advantage of letting the 
^ p .s .traS goto tomdabun it they wished. Their adherents beto would know that
u th . nh,t ' ' W ;Wp1,ofi- 1nd,'vould 1,6 tiistocllned to intrigue lest wo should punish tho latter by sending them.bwk to Hasareebagh.

, ..... S ... i .w . ; .
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From ,T. W. BtMUE, E*q.. 'Civil Offices with the Cachm* Coluim of the Lu$ai ExpeM-
(ionury three, to 'ike OonmisHouer of Circuit, Dacca Umxv.m,—2fo. 54Ht dated .-;■} £/

'id <1 (Viator, the 3rd April 1872.
I fenve the honour to submit :■> you the poneral report on the [olHionl imports of the A'SSfZ

Lushai Bxpeiiitiv.in, culled for in Mr. Junior tbvrot.ry MackoniV' b tor No. 1811b ot the 
30ii! ultimo, forwarded wit it your No, A of the -dth idem.

2. Qf course my review will Ite in the main confined to the operations of the Canlwf 
eolutmi ami its dealings wiiU tho tribes with which H wan brought 'U'to contact * but l 
ah&ll iiitve incidentally to take notice of the political results of the action of the Manipur 
Contingent, nud the present anti future relation of tlmt State with th. tribes on ite 

’ wiifhem frontiei l  shaft also give a brief proliiuinr.ry sketch of so much of the history i / f
oi the V.ushais since we first came in contoOt with them, as tony help to expiate tho 
objects at which the Commander of our coluim. aimed, and to show the amount of success 
lie has had in attaining those objects.

fs. ].v,-.»u the earliest times about which there arc any traditions in Caohtr. fhe high 
ranges of foils to the south ot this district and Manipur have beta inhabited by trib* 
win., though very wild in some of bhoir characteristics, nud constantly engaged it. fierce ■ ;
disputes amongst it.oiuselves, or with, oojjuato but still more ferocious tribes living cast of 
them, seem to have long ago advanced far beyond a state that could fairly be culled so,: .go.

Vi.' Taovo tribes seem to lmve been practically independent as long they were able to '■■■MWgt:
Bubitam their position in the higher hills. Th.' Bajah of Ttt'pmib indeed claims sup ,■» . ■.
mu.", over all the villages west of the Tlpai, but practically his authority was utiv.-r 1 
acknowledged east of the Chfttf. rchoora Eange, up to which ht- Used to exact a partial |  
and, probably, fitful t-bedicnoe. Neither the C.tchar nor th.. Manipur chief bud the t 1
sUghest authority in. the hills south of Tipni Mukb, and it • evident from it tlio curly i 
Cachar awfitioiis that they did not claim any Hut from time to time some village to 

tvy. group of villages grow stronger than its neighbours, and reduced the latter t. siibjastiou,
’■ or forced them to take refuge in the hills, which were acknowledged by all to belong to 

Manipur, or Cacl.ar, or Tipper ::i. Tho new-comers hooirrieaUy became subjects to the 
Male within the limit" of which they had tak- n refuge, and iu the case of tin «c who trv.Jt 
refuge in Caolwr and Manipur hilJ territory previous to'tho Unrim-ow inva.- ui, tho fanr.a 
agreed pretty well with tl.o theory ; but as mentioned above, this doe- not api>enr to have 
been tho case with Tipper.'i. ' i t  swam to lusvv own the mistoiu w ith the . .nquormfj 
\ dhiges, at least for many vivirs back, to ononumge families of tho wilder bribes to the 
east to settle down in {he places vacated by tho refugees, and in i his the.' seem to have 
: tut tolerably successful. Mi- uitiuiu the old fettd did not always cease wli.-n • io weaker 
chid and his people took refuge iu a neighbouring State j h.- was often followed up and 
attacked in his new position, liess frequently he was able to make a successful raid and 
do much harm to the stronger village*. But U is probable that previous to the Burroi-s - 

. hiv .svw both Oachar and Manipur wore able to protect their own people, amt possibly to 
assist them iu attacking their enemies j hut. for many y.-ars previous to th. death of 
Gohind (Thunder, Rajah of GMhar, in 1880, neither State was able lo afford any protection 
against tho independent hillmcn. Ibwh movement of the tribes in tho direction ->f 
0*oha,r or Manipur was followed by horrible massicrw of the refugees, and at last the 
Bengali settlors in the south of Caohar wore attacked und driven out of the cultivated, low- 
lands near tho hills.

4. During '.ho entire period of which we have any record or reliable tradition, the 
tract above-mentioned, at least as far south as tho present northern boundary of the 
Chittagong 11'iU Tracts, lu* been hold by faniili-- of the great tribe known to us a»
Konkins. Colonel McCulloch indeed states that, there ur. tradition*: both among tho 
Kouiiet. and Nags, which seem to indicate that the latter tribe at one timo occupied tho 
southern lulls, hut 1 have not been al.1 to find any corroboration of 'Ids tradition. The 
name “ Kookle ” h« been given to the tribe by the Bengalis, and ;s not recognized by yl
the billineii themselves j and 1 i.ave never found any truce of « common nauu for tho 

"  t tibc iirnoug thciu, although they seem to owaiHcr different families w belouging to a

g,;' j
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: "Vbi group, ^ k * ^ ^ L t a h J y  «w .i- .-iv.- v.th wbat we oHt ft* Kook^ ''.hU
tribe is again sub-divided by the Cache ris «wi Bengalis of this district ink ' •• old” uod 
'• ;'>ew” with rrforeritM to the time i t  which the fjeoplb of this <&trict first name la ,-ootooi 

•»; • • <!ao“ hiiniiy of hUtawn. The “ old .Kookiw” arc democratic communities with
very doubtful trims of hi ring been-mm organised under ohicfa. The “mvr Kookies' - are 
subject to • hiefs whom families are regarded as almost .sacred, and whose .power is only 
limi' od bj the possibility of .a malcontent transferring hits allegiance to * more popular 

, chief of the same or swim other semi-divirte race. The'difference between the potttiwi!
> organization of the M old” n\d “,new” Kopjues probably accounts'for I,It.,; fnot that (lie

Comer communities were'driven out earliest, and that, there ire .now no.trices oi them in 
tin; villager of the Ltwhais and other new Kookies who occupy the hills 1'roiu which they 

l: were driven. On the other hand each family of “ new” Kookies that took refuge in
1 tfmfe CVmsr or Manipur left behind many of its members in the villages of its conquerors,

many of whom :w.iu, when their turn came, had to submit to live under some chief skill 
| | k ;£ . stronger than thair own. *

6- When we took possession of Oachtwr, mid for many years afterwards, the families 
? 1 «> trheie fends Attlriuited most attention, aad Cram whose raids' we suffered most, were the
f.J Thlaugum:;, Changsels, Thadoes arid Voitoo- But somewhere''about I8i0, the Inurt&t.k, ■

(a new family) nade its: appearance, which by degrees has reduced to subnfisaioa, or 
driven out all the others, and for the last twenty years bus'kept possession of alt the.

«  southern bills The first chief of this family, of whom we have any mention, was named
,HL Mnl i his village seems to have boon originally further south tliea. most of those of his

descendants, and he is said to have come oi' the same stock as that from which tiro How- •
Mi| long.and Syloo chiefs arc descended ; hut all the et.rtier traditions are very vague. We

know, however, that he had at least four sons—LaJini, Vhoom, Laten.vooag, Mongjrfr, 1110'
...: . Ubootst. The last, who was probably the youngest'.is said to be still alive, and it 'is likely’ :;1

that at his fativ r r death he succeeded, to the original village, as often happen am .mg 
the Kookies. JfroiMu to this the older brothers had <»«h si arte ! a village on his ..wa 
account, and beiu - undoubtedly brave ai 1 capable men had widely extended the influence 
of the f:nuily. At fins time (about <s-iO) Mongpir’a villages were situated on some ()f 
the spurs of the Chstterohoura, from which the Lushais were rapidly pushing out the 
I’oito'i chief who bad previously occupied the hills on each side of the .-sitty of Hie 
Ooi .ur (..sling Vlioum’s villages wore s, rated on the lulls cast of the BuiWur, a 
considerable way south of Peak ZTof the great trigonometrical survey : all the hills north 
of tins and wi st of !!,« fiotmal were bold by Thadoos, who however were begiuniug to lie 
hard p< wsod by him Iraki vnong had pushed further east, sod ' is struggling with the 
iSing'ol Thadoee for the Cbutnfai valley -iud the range to the north of it.

fi. About this time the Poitoos applied for assistance against Morigpir to two 
Manipuri Kajpootrns. who had lawn settled by us some yes.es previously in South 
Hylakandy, to protect Unit part of the district against the Poileos themselves. In oonadt 
quodee of this application, the Munipuris with their armed followers made a sudden 
and successful raid on the village of Mongpir which was then situated on a hill 
neat tho l’ukivacherro., somewhat U the-outh of the (Jhntterchoora range. The ohiot' 
was taken jjrisouer by the Mauipuris, but released on his payment of a ruisora, 
nod making a prom iso thui ho would not attack Cichar, or again trouble the P..ifoo*.
After this (lie Lushais withdrew towank the south, but they kept up friendly re- 
lations with the Ma.iipuri Rvjpootnis, and after the death oi the Jailer, 'with ;
their descendants. TUB seems to have been tin; origin of the conncctiui bet worn 
the Lusha > and the exiled Maniouri Raipootnu-, about which so much was heard 
in tw>;> and again Inst rcar. The promise to refrain from attacking the Poitoos 
cts possibly not without some effect. For although they were ultimately driven by 
Mow pic . ad his sou Sookpilul to twko refuge in Sjrlhet and Hill Tippernh, still there have 
always-ince been relations between Mougpir’s family and that of tlw I’oitoo fhlcfs of a 
k!nd different' from those existing between the other Lushai chiefs and the chiefs dis- 
p.iesassisi by thorn. A more detailed ucoouut of this matter will be found in mv report 
0. ox the 13th March 1871.

7. Mcentime Baling Vlmim, Lnisavooiig, and Vonolol, son of the latter, were prns- 
p<rim: evon more t b M o n g p ir  Jrakv-->ng, having driven out, or subdu'd, all the 

; chiefs north of the Clmmfai Valley, died before 1840, leaving at least three sons, all of 
whom became powerful chiefs. One of tWo, Lai] suing, was head of the great village of 

. ScBsuni, and the other villages now belonging to his sou Piyboi; but he seems to' have
PM jl-.. been to wmrc extent subordinate to his brother Vonoiel, was undoubtedly the ablest mid

life - 1  <]- ■ Mji 0 S :



must■ -jvi woeful Chief that tho family of Lahti has yot produced In his youth he seenw " .
to have been constantly fighting,’ »ud alv aye apparently more Or 1« r Successful, He 
fought various tribes to bis south known .to the Kutmies by the general natne of Poi, 
and oarrieif off, or 'induced to accompany h m, numerous families of (boss villagai., whom 
ho settled down either in separate villages or in the villages of hi* own Konki;*. He 
fu'lowed tl»« same policy towards the Mitw, another family of Rookies, whu» head is •' J
ICatidhow, the powerful Chief of Molnhem, and we found hundreds of Sokto Jamilov 
settlad among Uie Jjushai't in whose villsgos we have lately been, He made numerous 
attacks on the Hago villages under Manipur, until, somewhere about I860, Colonel 
JlcCullueh, who was then PoliPcu) Agent, by judicious management induced him to come 
U t rms. winch I believe he kept faithfully as long as Colonel Mc.OwlIorh remained m 
M.iiiipnr. He 'oraw to have avoided quarrels with the other chiefs of the Inlul family 
•vo whom, however, be bad great influence, and by whew people he was invariably 

spoken .of as the “ Great Chief.”
H. In 18 hi, W ing Vhoom was the Chief next in influence and importance to Vonolel. 

lie lad driven the Tlindue Chiefs from .the llengti am! Noongvs-i ranges, and had made V, ' ' S '  
a village lor himself a UK to way south of the groat bluff of Nisapwee (Peal- Z ) .  This 
seems to hive been a larger ’ village than even VonolelX lie  is said to have been pre
paring to occupy the sites from- Which the more northern Tludoe villager*-bad boon 
dr iv. ii, ivliou ha died in ISIw, Ha death wits followed by a raid,i’depanoted by his :
Merit ir Moollah, a.minst tho '.f Undoes of Kaimong, a Chief whose village’ had boon 
sites tod on.the bill math of .Hongkong, but who had some years previously taken refuge 
In Caehw, and settled about .ten miles south of the station He. had taken with him 
two sots of gongs claimed by the Lusha is, Wid h was on account of this dispute th.r.. 
toi» villages ivoro oiu son for attack. Lieutenant-Colonel Lister, Political Agent in the 
Khasi Hills, was directed by Government to fiud <>u* ami punish the. perpetratere of this 
outiago 5 and sumo others that were committed at about the name time in Sylhet and

9. I t is needless here to give Apy-detailed aeoo«j»t of Colonel Lhjtiejt'i operations which 
urn described by Mr. Moi-ltenaic in his> memqrntihuii on the fterth-Busi Frontier. It js ' i f>
Hufiiciont to mention that hi* little force marched under tho guidance of refugee Konki* 
tilling the R-erurtiper range to a-point a little north of irs junetion with tha-Sfoonpvai 
.rang;-. From her- Colonel Lister, with a portion of bis form*, made a rapid march em*.

V ward missing the ltookni near its source, and surprised Mote's village. Most of tho in
habitants-however had time to escape, but some were killed, and the village burn* . Colonel 
Lister remained for some little time on li e range} but tho : LushaiS after their first 
light commemasl to annoy hi.u in the way that tiie same elan tried to annoy us last 
December at . Khelcl. But in bis case their tnotics proved sttooesslul to a certain extent 
for Colon.-I Lister, thinking hit position untenable. 'destroyed a large dunntitv of stores’ 
which wen in hto'advanoedepdte.and retreated rapidly to Caobar, followed by panic* 
of Lusiuiis, w ho killed any of tho (writes or guides they found straggling.

10 In spite of Ibis, the effect of the distnioiiou of 1,aiing Vboom's village, which 
was at that time probably the largest Rookie village in cxistcm*. was very great, "Y>xt

f i t  0-ftl weMher messengers came in, who stated that they had been sent by Vonolel or CM
r.i.r«»ilene, ti» it wws I hen written, hia brother Lalpoong or Lalpow, Bhoota, SooluUal, 
uni mother Chief of little note, to ask for our friendship ami assistanw against the 'Pori'.
Probably their more immediate, though ana vowed, ohjdot was to ftnd out whether any
further operations against Mom were contemplated; They nil seem, to have come from i
Hnf.knild’a vilingo, and the Child among them was a Manipuri, who had. settled among
tin Lnshais. ilo went baek after a short stay is Caebar, and returned in December with
Sookpihl iwnwslf, who spent some time bore. 1 may remark t-hat this visit is denied 1 ' &
by i ll the Kookies, and after reading all the correspondence on tlic subject, I think it
possible '.hat the. Muni pun finding that the Superintendent of Ottehar refused to givo X.
any presents-, except to Sookpilal in person, got some one to personate tile chief. How- ....
ever father friendly relations wore formed by degrees with SookpiJafs people ; me-soges N *
an i presents were frequently exchanged, and when tea gardens were Urst opened in South
Oidiar, the Lusbari from time to time came down and worked upon them, while trailers
and wood-cutters from Caohar made annual visits into their country’ Wo hud'. --
coinrauricatioo with Mora’s villages f but there was considerable trade with them and
occasional messages of a friendly character were interchanged.

i f  ' H- But while the Lushais showed some desire to keep on good term* with the ‘-IS
Cnehar authorities, I hey perhaps acoidenfally followed aline of conduct which looked •->
as : f they stwpoetod and feared us, Sookpilu.1, who before 1849 had advanced north of
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Cu: ik»rch'X.r i 1* in • ) hi.-
ulofjo to t'b.o 8ylh<x*9. Mora died Koinetiino after the dart ruction of his viihtgv, having an 
it, ,«nt v . . A mroibd. wh<R moitn - hnpanoo, event i ally r<® loved the ij.iel vilJn .-es to the 
..it,. Mint- vie call •*old'* Khotel whioh is practically van much furllwr from what 
...■as then imr cultivated fvontier Nisapwee. The intention of taking op the . Huge 
situ: abandoned by the refugee Kbokios was given upt l.ut what, the Bueluiis called 
voiard viUafp* wore established on points eoinmaodiuif the differ-■■■•at rouu* from ..or  
frontier to the chief ImsUai villages. .til intercourse between our Rookies and the Ln 'bars 
was discoursed by the Chiefs of the latter, and traders and wood-cutters wore obi p-d 
h ,  ;ro h) water to V.e.ri:,in points fixed h.V the Lusbnis, from which they were • vooaaiouu My 
aborted to go to the villages of the Chiefs. In this way, in course of time, the Lusliw* 
succeeded in putting betweep otir frontier and their villages a tract, of forest which wae

S
not only unexplored by us, but to a great extent, unknown to any of our Rookies,, t xr.pt 
a few old men who had not been over tbo grounds for years, it, was a .mistake on our 
part, to allow this to |fepen, particularly as for many .years after 1.841' we had in t ho 
lj Rookie levy an instrument which, if property need, would hnye been adjnirably SM'ted;
to break down the barrier which the Lushais were putting up between tb.siurelws ,

)b - * . ■  ' and us. , 1 ,‘‘A',
13  for some rears after Colonel;Listeria expedition, there were no mid* on hiker 

flmihar or Sylhfit. Hut in 1862, -Sookpibi! mode a raid on ITiii Tippwah and S -tie villages 
ii'll;'’,', the south of Sylhet, in whioh several British sghjeete were killed or 'curricd off.

lie was instigated and assisted by'Qi> -.>rdu»ilon, a Chief of the I’oitoos, whose father had $
h'tcu transported for a similar ortB-w about 184&. and by two of his relatives, nxiixd 
iSnnebhwmi and Lai Uoulien. SonkfiloT* complicity in this laid doe* not, st;«m to have 
been RUMiMod until iSfi-t, when four at' the captiveseshsped into Caolmr from bis viilagb 
1hiring tlte three following years many attempt* were made by the Caehar officers to 
>’nd»«e Sookpiial to giro up remainder of the captives, and more thaw ©naira hostile 

.. oxnediticit was thought of. finally, however, Soobpilal gave up four of tlteYaptivtis,
■itofim' chat, of tin remainder, son;, had hoen sold to tribes on the south and south-! ted, 
and some were unwilling to leave, having nwried in the Lushai villages.

13 In the course of these negotiations an agreement, was made with the reptwen- 
taUves of V.mpihd and Sookpitei, that each of these Chiefs wo* to receive an lumual sum. ', , ,
0f Its. 600 on j. is agreeing to do his utmost to preserve peace on the frontier, and to send 

\\ < ;ich year curtail’ specified articles bv way of tribute. Sovae time after this proposal \xm
r .r vle'ta the Lusha,is, some people, who represented thomselvcs as sent by Vohotel, came ii»

,,, WIV that Yomiihi had'informed the former Chief that he must pay asb.iro of U«* 
tribute, the amount of which, was gredly ex«j§emte4. 'IV messengers were informed of 

wfifji t,ho real stato of the case, and went :,-.raV apparently satisfied, About the same time sarnie ...-C
njossi ngi 'cs from Voupilal complained of the extension of lea gardens to the south as 
iiMv to encroach on their banting grounds. Their real objection clearly was that the 
adv« no of our cultivated frontier sensibly narr-.n d the beh of seemingly impenetrable 
iOTaJo between them usd tvs. Major Stewart told them that tea. cultivation would doubt
less extend ns far as the streams wwv navigable, but pointed out that the Bushevs would 
benefit great!v thereby. The general result of these negotiations was however Bought 
verv •»,lu.fttcu»rv, but it came out afterwards that one principal agent m deoiing with tho 

;» l i n k  « Kbidie named Manjihow-had all through grossly deceived both parties tor .
if" ,, his -o«n purposes.

14. In the hoginning of 1867, Major Stewart., who was then Deputy Commissioner, 
tried, without effect, to' induce Sookpilsl to meet him at the PoUyeherra ten garden on 
the Dullianir. In 1867-68 the Sound w.is surveyed is far as it is navigable, and an 
attempt w;«cmade to survey the northern pert of 8c -kpiWV country with his wnsent and- 
osstetmuv but one of Maojlhow’s po-ple, in a Iruuken squabble, wounded one oi;
V .ikpila.l people, and the survey party was in eonwqiwoo* withdrawn to avow possible 

inte ntions. The, wioasiTtws which this affair caused was Somewhat albycd by the 
w.}K«to brought down during the tains by tradern who had gone up'the Dulteftur end 
Wouai •• accorei'ing to thorn, hr.th Siwk nihil and Vonpilal were most anxious to remain on 

' , r.n.fj ujrms with us. I believe that they mc.ant to toil the truth, but subsequent events
t  showed t'.ut their information was very incorrect. The tratli is. that in apitf of all those

ncgotin1 ions and :.»e*ai?ee and trading, payments of tribute and police aliowanecs, we 
know much less about the Lusha is and what they were about, in 186^ tlwu ivedid ten 

la'Y' ; ' , ream previously, while they wens in a much more dangerous state, as far us w  w k
concerned, than they had been «t «ny time since Colonel Lister’s expedition. 1 do uot,



think, that the district office. were altogether to bis,uiu for tills state of things. Doubt
less we bad made mistakes. The local officers did not not wisely in rwomru-nding to 
Guverumeiit to do away with an establishment of Kookie scouts kept up sii; '< is(59. for 
the pdrjr-oso of collecting intoHigeoeo connected with the Lushais. 1 think that Major 
Stewart was wrong in the way ho .treated the objection made to the advance of tea 
cultivation, and I am convinced that 1 allowed my desire to got information about the 
country to inlluence mo most unfortunately when 1 tried, to pash the survey further 

I than was safe or judicious at the time, particularly as I was unable to accompany the
survey party, owing to my presence being still more required in North Caohar ■, hut l feel 
Mutt our chief fault was in not boldly and persistently calling the attention of Govern- 
itjtint to evils which we saw dearly. I think a right understanding of this question is so 
important that 1 shall go somewhat minutely into the evils alluded to.

15. Almost all the officers who ha ve had any practical knowledge of this frontier,— a
Cfolcm. l Lister, Colonel McCulloch, Major Stewart and myself,—have all agreed in think
ing that wo should keep a constant watch over the Kookies in our iemtory_ and Maui-
rmr, and, above all things, that we should spare no trouble to get oorroct information 
about any dealings they might have with Lushais, and of all they teamed of what was 
going on beyond the frontier. This was one of the chief objects of the JCookio levy;

I s , ti. was the leading principle of Colonel McCullooh’s Rookie policy: and Major Stewart
has often told me that both ho and Colonel Venter had alwys felt the necessity of looking %
well after our own Kookies. But I remember perfectly that when I came to the district, 
in the end of I8t>8, he complained to mo that tin.; Rookies were slipping out of his hands.
The abolition of the establishment of Kookie scouts in I860 had been the beginning of a 
series of 'changes, all which tended to weaken our hold over thal Kookies. and lesson our 
means of finning out. what, they were about. Then the Kookie levy bad been taken over 
£tpm him and made over to the police, then, practically, an almost independent depart
ment, with results which I shall describe lower down ; lastly , owing to the occupation of 
the waste lands of the district by persons actually engaged in, or far more often purpos- ?>.

>■ . ing to oommenoe tea cultivation, and the action1 of Government in remittnig the house j
tax payable by hillmen living on grants, the control of our own Kookies was passing >ont fy
the official head of the district to grantees of waste lands.

16. The question of the inclusion of villages in grants has been lately discussed so " , ;
fi 'ly that I v-halt not say more of a hen.; but I may in passing suggest 'hat it may 1 
worthwhite to consider wheths" we ought not to take, some kind of tribute from all hill-
men settled in Oachar, whether they live in grants or not.. At present, owing to the 
cordial support we get from tea planters, we are able to a certain extent to look after the 
Rookies living on grants ; but in laid the general attitude of the non-official community 
was markedly hostile to the district authorities, anda-large number of planters were 
inclined to look with dislike and suspicion on any interference with Kookies settled on 
their gardens. Some went so far as to encourage and support their Kookies iu disobey jug 
extra judicial, orders given by the Deputy Commissioner, and generally no Kookie living 

f e  ( on a tea grant was allowed to perform any service for us, unless we trad first asked for and 
obtained the permission of the planter The result of all this was, that in a few yews we 
entirely lost sight of tlvi majority of the Kookies. la  South Caehnr, villages moved 
from garden to garden without «mr knowing anything of it. In spite ot the discourage
ment of the Lushai Chiefs, fcb re was considerable intercourse bet ween their people and 
oiu- Kookies j parties of the latter often me* parties of the former in the uninhabited 
jtmjfte while hunting or collecting rubber, and heard from them news of wlmt was going '

' on in their villages. Our Kookies occasionally went try water to the Lusted villages,
snd several Lushais from time to time came into Oaoliar and settled down in village
on tea gardens. Nothing of all this, however, ever reached our ears i ill after the raids ;'j
of 1809. But if our relations with our own Kookies had remained what they had
been for Mine years after 1849, we should either have got the intelligence direct from. . . . j

fc the Kookies themselves, or our scout* would have found out all about it. The case A
of the alleged murder of three of Sbokpilal’e people by Kookies of a village at the 
time situated on one of the Kuncltunpore Company’s grants shows very clearly how 
little was then known of the doings of the Kookies living on tea gardens Worse 
oven than our ignoran. of what was going on beet ween Kookies and Lushais whs 
the exclusive reliance wo were ultimately forced to place on Manjihow. As the other r
Kookies slipped a* ay from us, and after the abolition of our fixed scouting estab- 
1 Aliment, we were obliged to depend upon him in all .matters connected with Lushais, 
and I have since his death found out that messengers who hud been sent by the 
Chiefs to complain against him have been of necessity put under his owe while in the
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distrait, while He and Mis people interpreted what they had to say . Betides this, the 
olitihipfi from the traders, Bengalees or Miirdpuris. imperfectly f.e/.jmmted 

with me Rookie language and entirely ignorant' of Rookie politics, was never sufficient 
to enable we to. ehe.M aajiiiow ’s repr<eieatation ; or oven if they did bring down' any . /;
suspicious hit-eftigenee, he with his superior knowledge wsis able to give it any appearance 

. i' that suited him. » 7 ,
17. There was another result of the passing of the influence of the district krMhoritie* '

' ever our Rookies to the grantees of waste lauds, the extent and .m porta nee of which 1 
tm not yet able to measure, and which it is very difficult to indicate owing to the 
enormous-chasm' between our mode of thinking and that of the ]te<S|le about whom I 

/-• am writing. The Rookies, as I  have more than moe pointed out, seem to be on b!<; te
Conceive any political system.differing in esseure from their own, and they l a.k upon the 

‘“lb district of 'Oftohar,.for ro'fstance, as a, group of villages held together by the siiporior power,
■-T ' . natural or superuahutaj, of the European head of it. The formation of tea gardens on M .

unoccupied ground by Europeans would appear to them analog, iis to the terms i . oii of 
new villages by the sons of Chiefs, and they would, instinctively look on the owners as 
rather 'dependent oirfifee gSeat central chief-titan subject to him. More than this'they " 
could without difficulty believe that a planter oould .make his garden iudependeut, or 

, j oven grow so powerful is  to change places with the great Chief of the district and reduce
biin to dependence. Now when the planters forced the Deputy Commissioner, by stew 
means which the Rookies could not comprehend, to rebiiquisb ins claim to tribui* n .1 
huloiwi settled in grants, the deduction drawn by the Hookies was, Unit each planter bad 
to a. certain extent made himself independent though it was clear that as yet be, wiw 
weaker than the Deputy Oonunissu 'tier. St,ill it seemed to the Rookies that the power of 
the latter, which he thou .:1; t very great after 18-18, was decreasing, and the niceis v e r y . ;
quick indeed to  sake advantage of tlw> -decline or a .great Chief’s supremacy- Of .course ..-y';? 
the Ltwkw would very soon leant, either taring  their visits to Caebtw or from what .hoy i 
heard In other ways’from opr Rookies, of the imirginaiw change in the power of the j 
Deputy Opmmiestotter, and of the rise of so many apparently • independent Chiefs'. on the 
frontier. It was - front tins point of view tlw 1 think Major Stewart’s answer to the 
objection against the extension of tew gardens was, so' dangewus. The moaning the 
i/.1 abide attached to it, was, that- he was nnMe to. prevent the formation-of,-fresh tea 
gardens in the southern hills, tent is, that he was unable to protect the I.u.,sinus from the ,te ‘ ' 
eneroacbmentrof planter#.

13 . I nave several times since 1867 pointed nut (he mistake which 1 eonsi-lor we 
made in amwI;;.-imating the Rookie levy with the police, particularly in my report, C,, 
dated Idth March 1871. Ivuid not here repeat what-1 then wrote, but, 1 must correct 
a too sweeping accusation of cowardice against, the Rookioe in the police. We had some i. 
very brave Rookie 00u.stables with us on the late expedition, and one Pauek, the Jiul who ■ 
w.w wounded at Kliol. i, distinguished himself very much. But while 1 gladly bear 
testimony to the courage mid good conduct of all the constables who acqfanpanied u s , I 
feel bound to point out that they were completely metres for scouting, the work for v i& h 
they ought to be most fitted, and for which they were expressly brought to the front. W M

The utter worthlessness of the nolii- as scout* necessarily 001nee out. very prominently 
in my work. It, was of course my duly 0 get intelligence about roads, and X frequently 
aoeotnpanied General Jh’UTchicr and (lolonel Roberts when reconnoitring. TTe tried in 
every po-dbte way to utilise the Rookie and other constables who were with us, but 
could make nothing of them Stilt more conspicuous was iheir failure when employed in 
ati attempt to ' stalk the eb.irp-shootera who gave us so much annoysace after our 
attack, ou Khelel. It, seems to me that this is the result of the disproportionate im- .. ’ a?, 
pbrtanee attached by some police officers to drill and. .Uniform, and their desire to give •

:> • ttifMr men the set -up and finish (if regular soldiers. I do not think any attempts have ; 1
ijfy. ; ever been made here to keep up and strengthen those habit* of the war trail .which every
11: Rookie rebruit Los learned in his boyhood.mm.
>&: . . • lb  Cl: if it be really ttebessarv- that the police on the frontier should bo Jii .-.hly t rained

soldiers, X do tn,t. think that Mich necessity should, prevent our having a body of Hjllmm ,,1 
well aud suitably armed, trained as nearly as possible in their own manner of fighting, fa 
scouting, in tracking fugitives, in hunting out water ami paths, arid in all she oilier 

'tempiidimeril.,i of jungle warfare, - with. just, so much military discipline »  may ho 
iRfi needed to keep them together, and «* little m possible of * soldier> drew or equipment.
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’ 19. Bn. the abolition of the Rookie 'levy was not the tally m-seliief which it s ns»

,J'y ' !o mo tbe Introduction of the new police system Into Cneliar entailed. IVinteger may be
thought o? the policy of depriving the magistrate of, »U control owe tbe internal organ! • ' /
sation of tire police in other districts;.'Torn convinced that it worked mischievously in , !<■
Cnohar ; for while the entire management of tbe political work of the district was still '\i

V left to ' the Deputy Commissioner, lie was made practically powerless to regulate the 1 ; .
;'i machinery on which ho had mainly to rely to carry out the work. I pointed out this

c in reporting on the state.of North Cat.bar in 1868, anti l think it desirable to stifle hero
that myemnion ’on the subject is still unchanged, although F hope tint! the recent 

; i changes in the relations of the police force to Magistrates will do away with many of 
f t  / . 1" the evils and difficulties to which I allude.
| |  • 80, Meantime there wevo very important change* going on almost n npercelved by

us ij- the midst of the Lusluti community. I mentioned above that Mont's widow after 
his desib removed their chief village to the Whole! ini' on the east of the T.pai •. she 
d .ted her own village, however, on ihd range between the Tipa. and finnai, and still 
claimed superiority over th( villages beta«a the Sormi and the lhi'lcssur. When 
Sookpilal’S sons nr w up however, and started villages on their own account, they found 

■ the hills west of tie; Dullcssnr too narrow for them and pushed forward towards the 
||ViJr/Sdnai, «t tost probably with the consent of Vonpilal'v mother. In 1868 Khatkom, the 

most ou rgatio of Sookpilal’s eons, itad n. large v illage of his own, on tho same range as 
Pent K, bjit further south, and hsd gained obiislderabie influence over the surrounding 
ullages. This was looked on with dissatisfaction by Vonpi’al, who hod lately taken over 
the management of villages from his mother and married the sister .it his neighbour ,,
l'oiboi, who ha 1 mtoeecdod to the villa gee of his father, Lalpooag, Another *■« of 
Lalpoi.iio by a mother of inferior birth, named Lalromu, had gone further south, and 
'managed the villagie of a very old woman, the widow of Lalsavoong. Vonolol as he jrrew 
old seems to have lost soiuo of hi* great influence, and pressed hard by the Soktes,

. fiowlongs of Lai;,Hang's villages, a, id Pois, to have made a kind of treaty with apowor-
' /  / ■ fill Chief of the latter, known to ns as thy Pallam Chief, who agreed f » assist Vonolel
F{ .;. .against all onemies on the payment of a tribute in cotton and some other articles. One

of Vonolel’s sons, Leukom, had sti .rf l a village ahotii. twenty miles north of tho Champed 1
■ i. Valloy. Another Deowte had gone off to the west, in the direction of Bhoota's villages.

,V: Tongdong, a so:', of a, dead brother of Vonolel, had a village in tbe direction of Manipur.
81. As might have been e.’.piv.nd. all these young Chiefs-and the vonng wen of all 

their villages wore eager for fighting, but they seem to have felt that they could not do 
; mors than defend thOBiselves 'against the tribes, od the south and east.' There wore,

however, left the Poitoos of Tim.- -vh and Syltiot, with whom Sookpilal’s people' hud a 
skmduig feud, the gardens of Caohar, a vid th Naga villages Of Manipur. The old people, 
the women tepkiially, who remorabered Colonel Lister’s, expedition and felt that i* 
somehow differed front one of their raids, advised . them to avoid our territory; 
but the young warriors who had not been born in 1819, of who wore iufants 
at tho time, were unable to understand their fears. They ' oould not see any difference 
between what they heard of the expedition and wlmt. they sa w of Kamhow’s or Lalpi- 
tang’s raids. Besides, they probably thought that the Caohar Chief was not n> strong 
as hr had been twenty years before, and they1 knew that (hey v;or© much further away 
than Mora had been, and believed that no force from Cachar oould reach them Thou 
Colonel McCulloch had loft Manipur in the end of 1867. Ho was succeeded by a Civil 
Assistant Surgeon, quite moxperiouoed in frontier matters, and u able to noutrol or even 
to undew - id the intrigue* bf the Maaipur officials who, though they know very little 
more about the Lushais than be did were resolved that no Political igont should again 
keep the r- .tire arrangement of the JKooltias in his own hand* ns Colonel McCulloch had 
done The Lusbau soon found that the firm, and judicious hand which had kept them 
in order for neatly twenty yews was withdrawn, and thought that they might with 

. . safety attack the Manipur villages.
89. In November lFK'S, the Naga village of Mentha, in Manipur territory, was 

attacked and burned by VonpjQtl and Poiboi. and several captivos carried off. In 
•December of the same year some of iSookplW’s people'encountered mid killed soms of 

fM Rupgbhootn's Poitoo* in the jungles of Hill Tipperah ; they afterwards took ltung- 
bhoum'. village, which I think was in Sylhet, but were driven out. of it by (he men of 

a  a ueigbbnorinsr police guard. On the loth January 1889, tho garden of Nowarhuad 
was plunder.'.'! and burned, and -ome of the epoliea killed by Lalroom, On the 1:4th 

M . • -Deowte • attacked tiio garden of Mnnierkliail, whore there was a police guard, which "
however was unable to prevent Ms plundering th-.* garden and destroying tie  buildings



B k Wfis made on the Kala Tvaga stockade, which was
sepoys, by sevem! Chiefs among whom titmkom. was 
iket), ahd feManipuri officer and several sepoys killed, 
old destroyed about the same time. ,

vho were the actual perpetrators of each raid till loog ‘ 
tad Sookpilal from the first, and an.attempt was made r 
xisa! was to send a small column of soldiers and police 
>f Sookpilal, where it was, if possible, to meet another 
with of Sylbet, along t.he return tracts of the raiders. 
j the Sonai to Luslou Bazaar, and then across through, 
pilal, where it was hoped it would meet a Mauipnri 
i taken up by the Mauipuri contingent this yew. V ’ 1
altered and were hot carried out successfully hi.their

BuUessur were forced by the weaklier to turn back 
beyond our furthest tea garden. The party from 

Sookpilal,*8 villages, hut unfortunately had to retire , y, 
owing to warn, or provisions, Having had some rather unintelligible dealings with :

I Lushais and having lost two men killed, it is not clearly shewn by whom. v : a
Thr Manipuri contingent worn prevented by the weather from doing anything, ,re:/ores

A portion of the force which went up the Sona’i got to one of Vonpilal’s villages and y,
within sight of that of his mother’s, the headmen of which; as well as those of Von pi- _ 
lal’s village, came to the occupied village arid offered to make submission. They d.e- 
dared that Vonpilal had lately died ; that he had trl eu no part m the iaida tint tr l f
raid on Mentha in November bad been made by Poiboi alone ; and that both he and 
iris mother had always been anxious to keep on good terms with us. Wo have since 
discovered that Vonpilal was really dead; that he had not taken an active pari, in the 
Tliidson Cacbar, but that he; with Poiboi, had committed the outrage on -the Manipnri 
village; i, nil that he was really hostile to us, but had been restrained by his mother who ■ ' 1
had great influence over him, and dreaded a repetition of the affair of 1849. W ith
regard to all the other raids, the Lushnis gave very accurate information, and they pro. 
m red to do all in their power t,o induce Deowtc, tin principal offender, and the dtjbeif 
Chiefs of Vonolol's family, to come to ten os. They also agreed that they and the head- , 
meu of Vonpiial’s village would meet a Cachar officer, at some place to fee appointed by 
him, during the uext col l season, and they would try to inducetne other eastern duets y '«
to do likewise. They of name denied that they li;nl any captives taken in the recent 1 
raids, but they promised to do what they ould to get back those that were in the villages 
of other Chiefs.

25, After the return of the expedition there was much discussion about the 
measures to he taken for the future protection of the frontier, i have not materials to jjj
enable me to desci ibe here all the proposals made, but I shall give an outline of tho 
views which I laid before Gcverni..'ut. In the first place, I recommended that au ex- 
pedifcion on a smaller scale than, but organized ou similar principles to, the one of tlii- 
year should be sent to attack Sookpilal in the first instance. I had then satisfied 
myself that Sookpilal had not been •'onoerned in the- Cnehar or Manipur outrages, 
and that the attack on the Rookies on the Sylhot frontier was much less serious from ' < ;
a political point of view than the other raids; but Sookpilal was an old offender, and I. 
feared that the results of the two attempts made to reach him would make him more 

, insolent than ever.
' I also proposed that while tin military expedition was operating against Sookpilal,

.1 should go up the Sonai with a guard sufficient for defence and make an effort to prevail ,
wig. on'the eastern Chiefs to make a voluntary submission ; and in this I hope to be aided by T ;:J

vigorous pressure exercised by Manipur in communication tritb me on the villages of ‘ i; 
Poiboi and Vonolel. If we should fail in our attempts, I proposed that the military ■
expedition should, if it had time after bringing Sookpilal to reason, work eastward”,
through the villages of Domvte aud LaJrooth, towards Vonolel. After all the tribes had 
been reduced to subtretMOn, I proposed to parry out fully a policy somewhat similar to 

1 / y i that which had been commenced after 1819. but which, as I have shewn above, had'not'
. t \ been fairly tried, and to try to obtain influence over the ljushais by inducing thora to '4®
. settle, ou the uninhabited tract between their villages and our cultivated frontier by
v fostering tiade, by constant coflimnnioetions with the people aud-Chiefs of all the villages ;
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an • i,\ . i'.rein to serve ii. ait irregular '.O'-;; to he composed mainly of 1 ilh; . i
belonging to tile frontier. I also proposed to lay down i boundary lino between the Cnehar 
I>,strict and the Lushai bills.

28. The Government of India refused to sanction the expedition, and I now think
that this was a most fortunate circumstance. Our knowledge of the country and the : iT*1
rail position of the villages were then so in.perfect that the expedition would have had |
very great difficulty iu even getting to Sookpilal’s village, and certainly the whole season
would Have been occupied in dealing with him. Anything done in his direction would
haw very little effect upon the eastern villages, who would iu all probability have
thought’ they were sat.- from all danger of retribution if m  found it so difficult to reach
Sookpilal. The proposition to re-organise a Kookic levy was not accepted, ‘his 1 think
is to be regretted, for it-might haiye been very useful during the lata expedition. I was
permitted," however, to pay a visit to the Lushai hills for the purpose of meeting as many
chiefs as possible.

;P 27. I proposed to proceed first to Lushai Bazaar on the Sonai, and to use
the influence of Vonpilal’s people to induce the chiefs of Vonolel's family on
the one side, and those of Sookpilal on the other, to meet me. If l wore
successful with the former. I intended to make an elfort to work across through their 
country to Manipur, and I  asked the Ifojahto do his utmost to help me in dealing with 
then , as I had found, from the statements <>! the Lushais who c one in to see me a! th 
end of the rains, that the eastern people still looked upon Manipur with some of the 
feeling with which Colonel McCulloch had tried to inspire them. I also asked the 
Ih-patv Commissioner of the Chittagong Hill Tracts to make an attempt to meet if be - y ,

' could spare time, and at all events to do all in his power to open communication with me.
2S. The Deputy Commissioner was unable to make any at tempi to meet mo, but fe 1

ho sent a letter which, strange to say, made its way nto Manipur i hrough die Howlongs 
tmd Sy loots. Some days after'we got to Lushai Bazaar, I had a meeting with the headmen 
of Vonpil's villages, and with Khafkom, Sookpilal’s son, and some o'b-r chiefs. 1 found 
that there was uo chance of opening direct communication with the chiefs of th'- family 
of Vbnolel and his brother*, that" it would not be safe to attempt to make wy way 
through their hills to Manipur, and that it Was more than probable that no real attempt 

gjf to aid me had been made by that state. Consequently, ns Sookpilal had shown some 
anxiety to come to terms, I determined to march across to tin I ffilWssur, in the hope of 

• having a meeting with him. I got across to Bepari Bazaar, and made with him there 
a provisional settlement of the boundary.

29. It will be seen from the above that whatever may have been the value of the
arrangements made with the western Lushai villages, I had entirely failed to do anything 
with Ihe eastern ones, and the Lieutenant-Governor Sir William Grey, felt- great 
uneasiness about this at the time. It was thought, however, that iu forming friendly .
relations with the nearer portions of the tribe, especially with Sookpilal, the object of
most immediate importance hud been to all appearance attained. 1 had come to the 
conclusion besides, that owing to the geographical position of Manipur, and the relations 
which had previously existed between (he Lushai and that state, tho Political Agent 
tlure w-,is in a muoh better position than I could be to carry out the wishes of Govern
ment i arifr t  dt'the same time believed that hitherto tho action of the Manipur liajah - 
and his officials had teen quite inconsistent with a loyal adhesion to the declared policy 
of the paramount power. Consequently, although. Manipur affairs are overlooked by 
the Government of India in the Foreign Department, .1, with the approval of tho 
Lieutenant-Governor, wrote to the Secretary to the Government of Bengal a letter, the 
greater part of which I shall quote, because 1 am still convinced that the views 
about Manipur are correct, although at the tune 1 under-rated tho danger to us from the • 
eastern Lushais. *, jjjS

30. “ Tho L’lsbais look upon the Tipai as the boundary between the dans, winch 
are, to use their ownphra.se. 'tho Mtmipuri Elijah’s men’ and those which arc * the 
Cnehar Naheb's.’ It is not easy to deline exactly their idea of tho relation indicated by
this phrase but the dans west of the Tipai certainly consider that they arc iu some «
wa> connected with Cachur, and those to ! he east, with one exception, have the same 
fooling about Manipur. The exception is tho village of Khokjl, which, though now 
situated on tho east of the Tipai. still is considered to be one of the Cachar villages.
Hast of Kholel, at the distance of about one day's journey, is ihe village of i ’oiboy, son 
of Lalpooug. He is at present very much dissatisfied 'ith Manipur, and according to 
the statement of the Lushai Dorpoug, forwarded to the Commissioner of Dacca with my
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letter of the 6th he u ciif.es Thado a ibjept.- of the liajah of having murdered seven ot ii » - 
people this rear. I > pits of this all tfia • IiUtlwb! of his village whom !' saw spoils .of : ,
the; - ’making friends with' the Bajah dtenatojy us a certainty, acd Pur' Qliief and his 
headmen diduot seem to wish to have* anything- to do with Cachar,

" hu the same wrv whenever I spoke about Vbuolel or any ot liia tmis, escopl 
Dnpwle, .1 was told tii»t they sen Muntrier and presents into Manipur, and that they 

• wished to be • the Bajah's pepoW
“IS,-, while I think that Manipur is in i better position than Cachar to gain :.n 

jail .uttuence v.er the clans cast- of the Tipai, it  is i l.v ns important for the la tter as it is
. ■ for the Wiuer that friendly intercourse should be kept up with these villages. The

Oriel's are nil nearly related to those south ot Cachar, they are continually internal ryihg, 
and their people keep up a constant intercourse for trade and other purposes. The m ult 

- of Hits dose connection’is that the minds of :he Cachar Lusha is will be unsettled os hug- . ; -■1 t
,;.V.. : a» Manipur continues «t: had terms with the eaetsrn olans. Durpoug, in the statement •/

alluded '.o above, mentions that ttoiboi had senato nek the Kbolu! people tofoiti '.nan 
attack on M m:p ir. It is wue that thoy refused on that occasion, but something teiirht " ,1
barmen at any time to make them ohantfo their minds. Even if they were to keep- .ha 
promise.-, thev have made to me of not engaging in any quarrels with Manipur, Caobar 
injo-ht still suffer in the case of bostiii'-ies hotweoh tbo Eastern Lusiiaw and the .ttajab. 
l'. r instaow, the chief complaint. made by tbo liushais against Msuipur is that some' of '
their people woro murdered by Thadoes this year, and.as long as the present bad feeling 
exists there will .pnhabl • be many similar oeeurreaees. Mow, a a general rule,.the 

i Lush-ns would not And it easy to get at the Manipur Thadoes to make **»yisaj«i biff, r;
there ro severalThadoe villages in Cachar, and the Lu.-hais might bo tempted to attack; 
the people of them in revenge for1 the injuries done by their relatives in Manipur,
Uraii i l ore are all along the frontier villages of Manipurio, who arc our subjects awl 

I  who civ- no allegiance whatever to the Rajah. But if the liushais were U> got evaspor-
,.Pd with the Manipur! race generally, they might attack the people living in-'achar 

K l without Caring whose Sal joots the,, were.
“ |  have long felt the importance to Cachar of a good feeling being kept up 

between Manipur and tile dans to its south, and in 1867 1 went in, with the pcrnsMSion 
<1 His Honor the LieuteiumM&overnor, to confer with Colonel McCulloch, who .vis 
ti,on Political U->ih, on this subject. At that time the Lnshnis were apparently on very 
good terms with .Manipur and with the Thadoes and other Bookies living in that i-mte. '•.mm  
Me vcn i rs wore sent from lime to time to the Lushai Chiefs nominally from tho Ki.juh; 
but really from tho Politics! Agent, and presents were fome-tbnc* sent down, Photo1 mes. 
sem'ers were always Kockics, in whom Colonel .McCulloch, could put trust. He tells ma 
that be “TJotv til owed any Manipuristo mix in these affair-, fearing .their inveterate . 
habit of inventing, which would bring mischiefi" Occasionally, also,. mflunatlal LnsliAtt ■ . ■ ’ 
wen! in to w,f! Colonel McCulloch, and I believe that when his messengers carried bis 
,over-mounted Burmese dan tn any of the nearer villages, tho headmen looked upon it '

- . : as thi: summons to appear before hirn, which they wore bound to obey. The Manipur
' - KookieH used at that time to shoot over the hunting grounds of the Lijshais near the

greet sail spring called mbibow, nnd when they killed anything, they left # hold leg at 
spring for the Lushais, who in their turn, when lucky, used to leave a leg tor the Thadoes.

•« All 5 his is ohanged. It was at this very spring of Chiboo that, according to the 
liushui story, the Thadoes this year killed Poiboi’s men, four of whom were hunting and 
three making salt. Manipur's were sent down by the Elijah io negotiate with She
Lushais Thev went baok saying, that they had been threatened with death; that the

/ eaotorn corns had become most boastful and insolent s that they looked upon o»r tour
among the western clans as an act of wibmiwdon j that they described the presents which 
we. gave: the head men ns tribute; and that thoy were going to attack' Manipur w  tho 

.middle of April. This attack, however, was never mode, and the Lushais who taw* , :
‘ in to me woke us badly of the Manipuris who had boon sent- to them as the: M. inn-urm

.P k  bad done of them ; they also said, frequently, that Poiboi, and the other ('hiofe would'net
cotoo to term? with Maidpur until * ‘ good ’ messenger wore sent, to them. When 1 
asked them what they meant by a good messenger, they said one who was honest, who 

f‘ ■ meant really to settle matters, and not one merely sent to spy oat the to d  and find oaf , vy
huw most mischief could be done to them. I  could not find out examlywlmr. they meant, 
bui > suspect that the messenger had talked in the usual ■boasting style of Manipuris 

ci about the punishment the lUjah meant to inflict on the Lnshafc, and of tbo «•;«#
;|,f . ‘ with which their villages could tie got and destroyed. I was rather surprised to hear the



Agent of the M.-. ipur Rajah in Chchar talking in the same way, f-.r tho Manimiris 
generidl' think differently, imd seem very anxious that both the Rajah and our Govern
ment should be friendly with the Jjushais.

“ I think that the change in the relatione of the Lushais with Maoipnr may bo 
.. accounted for. After very much opposition Colonel Mid ulloeh, in the time of i he

present Rajah's lather, got, practically into his hands the Shtire roana-gemont of a” 
li. . . ■ <•• unvoted will, roe Kookies. if tours, he always worked m the name of the 
Ra . li and obtained his eo>, sent to every thing of importance, but ho did not a lion Vu 
Manipur officials to-interfere in any way. The latter have always dislikid the. arrange
ment t:.v'-‘:ssicciy, and when Colonel -MO'ullq-ob retired,_ they at once sot t.i work, to 
p ic u t  bis successor getting the same ,K-.»-.:r I believe they wore <roceesri-.il in thin.
Th i-dimmee exercised by Colonel McCulloch was not directly connected with his petition 
a? Political Agent, and his authority over the Hookies was not conferred on him by our 
Government. It was based on his great experience, oh his power of conversing freely 

,(>” • and directly with the hillmon, and on his minute knowledge of their affairs. It was Ah'
iio ooetible that liis successor could bo possessed of those qualifications, or that tyithout vif t -'
them .'he could keep the exclusive management, of the Rookies, and ccmstMjuentiy the 

d Manipur officials of the Rajah began to interfere. The result is the present unhappy . , :
. condition of the frontier. The Manipur officiate new see that as long ns their inter- '

ie. enee is allowed to continue, the Lushais are not likely io live on friendly terms with 
Manipur; and'os they are unwilling to be excluded from the management of frontier 
’natters, they are doing all in their power t<» induce the Rajah to taka hostile measures , *
and bring the villages into subjection For some reason or other, they think that ur 
Government ig . 'kelv to assist the Rajah in doing this, and they stem unable to under- 
stand that il wo were forced to attack any of the elans, it would be those on our own 
bonier which give us trouble, and uul those to the far east which are the only ones that 
Manipur has anything to do with.

"In toy opinion the first thing to be ffim  in order fo remedy tho existing evil, fe | }
tor our Govoroinont to make an arnuiyeroent with the'.Rajah under which the Political 
Agent should get, oi.. ci&Uv, .the same pOBitiou in Rookie matters that Colonel McCulloch .7;
made for himself. Tho Manipur officials of the Rajah should not be allowed to interfere .'''if
unless when directed to do so by the Agent, and the Rajah should agree to pass no orders 
•in t adopt a>' measures affecting Rookies without first consulting the Agent. Tho 

*y,- 1 hadops should not be allowed to carry on their feud with Min Lushais, and occurrences " ;'y t;
like the alleged murder of the seven men at Chiboo should bo eared oily guarded against 

V .••», and severely: punished.
“ Trustworthy messengers might be sent down fo tho oaK: :i*n villages not to settle ■

v -‘ auv -terms, with the Lushais, but. to induce the Chiefs, if possible, and it not the Munifies ;
P  of "the eastern villages, to meet the Political Agent. If tlioy couJd not bo induced. to_go

into the valley of Manipur, I think it might be worthwhile to consider the advisability 
X of the Agent going to meet them, say somewhere to tho south-west of Mcirang or the 

south of Kowpoom, or even nearer their villages.
“ If in such a meeting the causes of the attacks on Manipur of last year could bo ‘ \X

ioididovi., very much would be done. I think I have been able to discover the cirriim- *{;
stances which led to the attacks on our territory, and! am ashamed to liave to acknowledge 
that the latter might have been averted if we had been less ignorant of the Lnsliate and 

;tf had taken mute trouble to find out and redress- tlirdr grievances, in the same nay ‘M
||li it- will probably be found out that the eastern Lushais have suffered real or fancied ' •”

injuries from tho Uillmen who are subject fo Manipur. The Lushais told me that the '
Rajah had oit-ber fixed nr promised to fix a boundary between their lands, and those which
h- claimed for his own hillirm. I hope that this,is true. Among .11 the tribe# on the
frontier there is a. very strong feeling about boundaries. Each village has its limits - Inch
are known and respected by the tribes around'ss long as they are at. peace wi% it, and
any attempt made, except in time of' hostilitja-s, by one elan tv occupy l-rads belonging i
to aim: u-elan , would be condemned by every one. If tho Rajah of Manipur were to
fix-i boundary for the Lushais and to tell them that if would bo re*| meted only as. Ion.-?
as they behaved well, he would have no small security lor their future good conduct-.
The effect of this would be still greater if the Political Agent 'were to go over some of 
this boundary witu the Lushais. and if the Rajah were to give them a sunnirl count-er- 

; signed by him.
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m M  probably meet th" Political .1*  it oil ( r <, «m,ie fo the 
Bejth and some for himself. Tito Rajah might be encouraged to rank's some r«(a n 
presents, and the Politic.'!.! Agent might be allowed .to give' something of email value on 
the part of our Government.

“ Whim !>i,lilly intercourse Had one® been established, it would uofc be .difficult for 
the Political Ageut to find out if there were auy prisoners in the Tillages of the Lusbais,

VI and U' there were, to get them released. ( -
i|Vi> . “ I believe the Manipur Chief would bo willing to support the Political Agent hi
m  ’• cjUTinnu out a consist,oivt.lv friendly policy. He knows shat the Lusha,is are nor. the on.!?,," " 1 '

or even the moat fonnidable of the foes'on hie southern frontier. Kamhdw of Molhbwu, 
the great boktc Chief who is paid to have burned Moirang this year, is much move likely 

I f  to give trouble to Manipur than the Lusbais are, and I have heard that the powerful
and Kivag© tribes :calledby the* l,ushaife Khyr&es are creeping up towards Manh.ur. U 
would bo clearly to the ltajah’s advantage to have in the Lushari a strong friendly .tribe 
to break the attok of the .outside tribes when they begin to press on his frontier. The 
selfish arid ignorant Maniparis who surround him do not nee this, but I think he might, 

ffljd s be made to understand it,”
I do not. say that the Political Agent would haw been ultimately .successful if ho 

had tried vigorously to carry out the policy above indicated ; but 1 think it almost certain 
that the easvr, LushsiChiefs would not have dared to make the raids id last year if ho 
had gone down to Chiboo with a sufficiently strong guard and taken tip » position there 
in December 1870.

is ' i 31- Towards the end ef 1870 information which T -had- previously received, of the
death of Vonolel was confirmed, in December I.weut down to Change^ a point m the 

> iDiillessur River, where 1 met Snokpibt, find finally settled the boundary fixed pn.iv-
if© aionally the year previous. After I had scon gookpilaif and just before 3 started to ir..n,h

acaroae to the tfcmai, I heard rumours that some of Vonolcl’s family were on their way to 
' attack Cachar. I did not believe this at the time. But some time after I reached the

Sonai, Liiduds came in with intelligence that Voaolel's son. Lalboorah. had *tt«k'M the 
out-pest at Monierkhal, garden, Iv.d killed several soldiers and policy but bid eventually 
retired with a loss tU over fifty kUied. .1 heard also that Tang ion.-, Vonelol’s nephew, 
had made an attempt to reach the Now&rbund garden ; but ow leg to none of bis people 
knowing anything of the country he had missed his way and came out at Nugwligram, 
wT re be got throe prisoners, and that during his absence on the raid his village had been 
destroyed, by Kutnbovv, avid, his wife and many of bin .people taken captives. The Lnfcluua 

©hr also told mo that Leak >ui had made another attack oa Manipur. Sum) days later news
wan .brought that the llowlongs under JSonkma and Sangboong, gops"of Halpitimg, 

di hail ■ flacked a garden in South Ily’akanday, killed a European and unmv natives; ■ 'ririy
and taken off several j risouew. among whom' was a little girl who, «s I imderstuna 
fro:., the description, was Europe*)! or of Europca. extraction. My informant s»id 
that the Howlongs were even then debating about giving up this ehikl either through 
Button Poe,* or Sookpilal. 1 also beard that the Sylhoos and Gnoorshailon’8 i'oitoos 
«ero probably implicated m the western raid-, but there was nothing more than suspicion 
against them liming the rem;-ndor of my stay in the hills I wus employed in collect- 
inu bilViiruution about the perpetrators <*f the raids, the exact position, of their villages 
ana the easiest way to gel at them. As 1 was on my way back.,- iChalkc-n, Sookjiilal’s 
son, rsvine to meet mo at Lu&hai Bazaar ; he corroborated the above statwnente eml pro
mised to assist us if we undertook an expedition to put;rib t he eastern tribes. QiiVua 
*2u<l, s> before f started on mv return, I heard that some Howlong? were ou their way 

[ ' to attack some of the gardens of South Hylakandy.
.82. On toy return fo the station l  found th.it the information given me by the 

: ; Lusbais us to fhe outrages in this district was to a great extent correct, but that very
little wah known here about r,ho perpetrators. Whatever had been found out, however, 
continued the. statements .1 bad heifrd, and left no doubt on iny mind that the raids on 
Manipur, Monierkhal I and NagdigraM hud beeii oommictod by the relatives of VonoUt, 
and Ui-vsp in South Hylakan'dy, Sylhet and Tipporah, by Poitoos. It would be .super- 

t l0 y f  flno:i; t', r me to give hero a- detailed occur, t of these rrids, but I wish to point nut a :
1 diffewuce between the character of the attacks on Kugdigram and MonJerkhv- *od 

those made' on Alexandraporc, Outtee-herra and Jhaltihoherra, which wm n.», will- 
■ iet!tip brought out in any of the reports made at fhe time.
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?;! Tuo people at Ab-mndr-tpore were talon so mmyMetv ■’»' unawares *k Cm 
■■Hewlpngs suddenly ea-erging fro™ the adjoining jungle ui whichithey were couceslod, 
that they were unable to make .the slightest attempt to defend themsolves, and Mr.
"Winchester, who was at breakfast when the attack was made, seem? to have boon killed 
before he had time to load his weapon.. The bungalow at Cui’ochem .is so situated 
that Messrs. Bagshaw. and Cooke had sufficient warning to be able to arm themselves id 
a few of their people, with whoso assistance they not duly drovs the llowlongs from toe 
garden, but forced them to set free some captive coolie* whom they wore esrr;. irig off.
The Howtoug* returned to I ho garden next da.}, but wore again driven off with e»->» by 
Messrs. Bagsfiaw and Cooke, this time aided by nine policemen who had Come up during 
the night.. The party which attacked J'lialnachcrm, said to be 120 stron .•, were repuls* d 
bv a patrol party of one head constable and four constables who wire in the linos '■1 tin 
time; and the HowJbags Seem to have been driven across the river, before some niom 

■police, sent to the assistance of the patrol party, arrived frovn the stockade, half a mik) 
distant. The manager of Moaierkhall hid received a warning of a threatened raid and 
i i i . i  l taken away his coolies before the attack v-as made; but he, .with two more well* 
armed Europeans, remained in. the stockade, which woe held bv thirty-;-oven soldiers and 
police,- who were reinforced next, day by Mr. Daly and thirty-nine .soldiers. Lalboonih’a 
Busbars, however, besieged the stoaokade for ttvo days, keeping up such a heavy lira 
that, as Mr Daly described it,a man could not show himself outside without getting a 
shoty and'they successfully mot two sorties made by Mr. Icily, who each time took 
out about twenty-six men, but was- driven back with the loss of seven killed and one 
wounded, hive men had been wounded ui the previous day.

Tangdong’s party, after tiding some Nagas and Bengalees whom they camo upon 
in trying" to find the path they bad lost, came out on the Nugdignun road, whore they: 
met Mr. Daly's year guard consisting of eight soldiers a id » constable. The soldiesrg 
behaved most gallantly, keeping the Luahais in check long enough to allow the coolies 
they were escorting to get oft in safety and than stilling their lives dearly, for they are 
said fry an eye-witness'to have killed twenty-five of the enemy; but at length they 
were over$owered,-~»i:c were 'killed arid one wounded. Tin JJushai got possession of 
thirteen muskets taken from the dead soldiers and police, and I hoard in ! be hills that :his 
was » matter of great exultation with them.

It will be seen from the atmvo that tlia Holongs, although they curried iff great 
booty aud mpuy captives,.had shown themselves m able to withstand any armed opposi
tion when mot with ; while on the other hand, the eastcrn Lushais get little plunder : l
only ttiTce c&| lives, hut. had decidedly obtained what they would consider a great triumph 
liver our troops.

34. !. have tried in tb, foregoing paragraphs to show clearly, but without unneces
sary detail, the main facts relating to the Lushais, on which were baaed the advice given 
by me in the first instance, aud the ultimate decision and action of the officer command
ing the force; and I shall now quote the original proposition for the punishment oi the 
outrages of 1871 made by mo last March.

“ There is now a better chance of conducting .in expedition to a successful- end than 
there has been hitherto. We now know the character of the country and that it does ■
not oppose any insuperable obstacles} we also know generally the direction of the villager 
wo want t .  get at, and the way to rtyvh them. Above all, the information colketed 
lately on this side and at Chittagong mokes i t possible to estimate the amount of op; os' - 

\  tioir we are likely to meet with and to form a definite plan for an expedition. Takings!! 
these things into consideration, I have come to the conclusion that we ought to take 
measures to inflict punishment iwst cold Weather on the perpetrators of the outran-of  
this year ; and I should propose to son-i one force from Cachar to the vi!inge« of l.al- 
bt orab and Tangdoug and another from either Chittagong o> Tipperah to the villages of 

,.i; . the sobs of Lalpitang.
y i ' * “Of course, I  do not presume to make any definite suggestions about the strength ,

of the force to be sent in, its organization, or the way in which it should be conducted.
There are, however, some points upon which the knowledge 1 have gained in the hills 
way be useful.

., '!If an expedition should ho decided on, it is of the utmost importance that prepar
ations should bo commenced m early as possible. Supplies, snrriagey&o., should bo 
collected at Cachar during the rains and sont by the Barak to Tipni Mookh before the 
1st of November, or at all events, Within a week after tin cessation of the rains. I W  e.
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jl> th*t Tipn would be adapted as the sfartiug point, because it is i.wirw to
Laltioorah’s village1 than any other place that ran be reached by water. 1 The river up to 
it. tows been surveyed and is navigable for boats of 200 maunds up to the very eud of {feet 

/ raUia'j and although there are some shoals which imp-ie the navigation in tin; dry
season, still, even th<*;>, it is every way. superior to either the Gonad or the 1>uUpm.uj».- 
From Tipai Mookh there nro paths leading to the villages; but 1 m i inclined to thiuk 
that * fettle higher up the Barak there t o  better paths leading from a place at which 
Bonus Manipuri traders have established a market.

P £ f  "Between Tipai, Mookli and Lalbooruh’e village are the great villages dt Kjhdtel
(Vonpilivl's) and Sellam (Poiboi’s). It is almost certain that the former would side With 

11 : us, a n mo r e  than probable that the fatter would follow .its evaraple.j but it would bo •.
advisable to have a strong guard near hit not in each. This would ensure the fidelity of 
the people, and when they found that we had no intention bf injuring them, their woolen 
and children would-probably return to the village* from their hiding places in tbo jungle.
Of course, if there people should prove friendly, the utmost care should he taken to 
protect them from uriy kind of injury or annoyance.

“ Irfiliroorah’s village would probably be found deserted, perhaps buret. The force 
Should, however, cst::. ’ith Itself there and send out. parties to get possession of the grain 
in the jooms, to make prisoners any women andphildron they could lind and disperse 
parties of armed men ,i,cj could gel. intelligence of. The dan, on finding that the 
force did. not mean to hurry back to the plains in the usual manner, would probably take to 
offensive measures. It .is not likely that they- would venture to attach the main body or 
aisy cf the scouring parties, but it would almost certainly, attempt to interrupt comm uni- 
cations and out off supplies, Beside; attacking weak parties coming up from 
the lure, they ’voitld probably take the paths leading from the bare to - the main bod v. 
They would, however, soon in-tired of this and attempt to negotiirto. The surrender of the 

1 {’•hiefs.concerned in the raid's should be insisted on as a preliminary step-. They would
give themselves up if promised their lives' and liboifj# on complying with bur demauds 
A very heavy fine.of elephant’s tusks, met-nas, gongs, and amber necklaces should. he 
I'inposi'd upon them, an.l they should be compelled with their people to assist in making 

f.i a good path to the place in which a junction with the Chittagong force should be
|  effected.

“ The latter expedition should, m«(«H»nmto-adit, proceed on the 'same principles’- as 
that from Gachar. In returning, both fore® should be accompanied by the Chic-.iV. and 

‘V headmen of the offending villager.. This would prevent any htsompts at annoyance on
.R’;';,,;.-j the way back.
:!, t <j .“ In the foregoing remarks J have assumed that the force would not moot afty resistance

in its advance, but that the supports would rem-ire to be very strong in ottk-’r to provide .. 
against anm>) iukio after the villages had been occupied. Front whai 1 know of the Lushais 
autl.their ideas about lighting, I think that this is the most probable course of events.’.

5 , Bui. there may ha opposition j other clans may make common cause with those against . 
aL , whom our force would be directed • and these last might elect to stockade and defend their

villages, In cither case a strong force would be necessary, and, above all things, it should 
hr thoroughly organised urul equipped. It would be well too, to post strong parties cm 
Obatterolioora, Re .gtipainr, and Hongkong, and to get the Rajah of Mahijiftr to send a 
large force to r>-me point south, of Moimng, Tibs measure would prevent kaiuhow from 
giving any aid to the Lushais ,;.-n if he were willing, which seems unlikely,”

It must be boroo in wiud that the- proposals for dealing with Ltdboorah after our 
arrival at ChamM were made oil the supposition that wo should meet wi th no opposition 
from the people cf Kholel or Solium j that we should consequently be able' to march on 
Lalboorah as quickly as our transport would allow u s; and above all, that we should have 
no baud- to-hand fighting with any of tho Lushais. The choice of Tipai Mookh as a 
starting point was contingent on the force being directed against the Chiefs of Vow lei's 

p family.

B-T in July 1871 the Governor General in Council decided on'sending an expedition 
into the Lushai country. Tho main force was to consist of two columns, one starting from 
Chittagong and cm© from Cachar; but there was to be a contingent supplied by tho , 
Rajah of Manipur. The Government of India in adopting three measures did" not 
allude to the proof produced bv rue of the guilt of the Eastern Lushais; indeed, it' was 

• expressly stated that .the most womiuejtf, offenders .came from the country of the 
^   ̂̂  flnwlonge and Syloos, and no indication W83 given of the portions of the Lusha: tr:



against, whom the Caclmr fen* was intended to act-. In theeudot September I saw a 
taler from the Quarter Master General, In which if. was mentioned that ilia Excellency '
the (Jnmtuander-in-Oleef was Inclined to recommend that tho point of departure of the 
Cacbar column should be Tipai VXookh as recommended by me, but it was not stated it 
the tetter that tho attack war to be directed against the esatern Chiefs, and some circum
stances had occurred since I had made the recommendation in March, which t thought 
Ought to he taken into consideration. Oise of these was the arrival in Manipur of 
some .Luslw.is, who said that, they had been sent by some of the Chiefs of \  oiioiei« \
family to seek the friendship of the Manipur authorities, and permission to settle in the 
south, of that State, and to ask the Political Agent to visit (.heir villages during the 
ensiling eoM season. About tho same time some messengers came down from Sookpilal, 
who said that that Chief was anxious that wo should attack the {Moot from the dire ition 
of the Outleeherra range, and promised that he would assist us in every possible way 
It then became a question for consideration whether we ought not to make a 'junction , o:,;.:
with the Chittagong force south of Sookpilal’* country 'our first object, and let Matnpiir 
attempt to settle.the eastern village#, particularly as the Political Agent was then opposo<I S jM
to my idea of the desirability of the Manipur troops working in the direction of Chiboo. 
and 'mu anxious to take a route south of tho Kowpoom Valley, which 1 thought would 
bring the contingent into dangerous proximity to a column advancing from Tipai i>;5M
Mookh.

86. I  therefore asked to have tho question of the point of departure re-opened.
The matter was referred for final decision to Urigndior-tteneral llourohier, who bad been
selected to command tho expedition, and 1 wont up to Shillong to give him personally
all the information 1 could. After a very careful consideration the Urigadier-Uoueral
canto to the conclusion, iu which I fully concurred, that we ought to adhere to tlio Tipai |
Mookh route.

37. As I have not, had hitherto an opportunity of explaining the reasons for this 
decision, 1 shall here go into them at some length. It may seem at first sight that v»e 
should have obtained some great advantages if we had taken the western route. In the 
frst place, we knew mueh more about the hills north of Bo pari Bazaar and Nisapwi than : 1
we did of th<- country east of the Tipai. Besides this, on tim ". t side there is no w ater 

V communication further south than Tipai Mookh, while < 1..- Somii and Dulhsuraro 
navigable for very small boats as far as Punchunkai end Bepari Bazaar respectively. Then, 

if ;* sookpilal oouiii have keen relied on, the assistance that we should have got from him 
»no ids people would have been extremely valuable. Testly, we slsonld have had a fair 
chai.ee of meeting the Chittagong column in tho Syfoe country. But it seemed to us 
that these advantages would be wholly or to a great extent neutralized if we could not 
put implicit confidence, not merely in Sookpiial’s friendly feelings toward us bui iu I is 
belief that wo were able to protect him afterwards from the vengeance of the re.-1 if tho ,vj;
Lusha i. The route proposed by Sookpilal’s messengers had not been explored, and was 
less known- to me than that from Tipai Mookh ; besides which it did not admit of our 
making use of water carriage south of Julnacherra. If we had taker, either the route 
along the iiengti or that along the Noongvai range, we should have been obliged to . ;
establish the dep6t at Bepari Bazar very much earlier in fcb.t season than was necessary 
at Tipai Mookh, on account of the impossibility of taking large boats up tho Duilcssur 

’ i during theoold weather, and, unless Sookpilal could have been depended ou to protect the
boats going up as veil as the depbt, a considerable portion of the force must have been f
employed in the jungles at the most unhealthy period of the your. Then, although we . ,i:,
knew the count: )- as far as Sookpilal’s villages, we had not the slightest information 
about tho hills beyond. Nome of our people had ever been in them, ami all I know about 

i the position:,of - the Hiowlbng or the Syloo villages had hot* learned from Sookpilsl» i‘j
people j we should have been therefore entirely iu his hands after we got outside the 
limits of my personal knowledge j and if the southern people could _ by. an v means have 
induced him not to guide us against them, we might hav found it ataosl; impossible to 
ocunmunioate with the Chittagong force. Besides this we believed that the villages of the 
liowknig Chiefs) who were known to be the worst offenders on the Chittagong side, are V ’Vi
situated considerably to the east of the Syloos, and thought that the right column 

|  would have operate!, chiefly against them, in which case I considered that we should have ' , .
had nearly as good a chance of .effecting a junction from the east as from the west. It 
appeared tons therefore that the advantages of the western rente wore not iu themselves i f  ,

T so great as to counterbalance the risk of the surrounding Chi fs being able to induce ■ "
Sookpihd by threats or premises to withhold bis assistance, particularly us wo knew that 
he v.as vary much afraid of the Howiongs, and that- all tho Lushais disbelieved iu our

.. I ' h l l s i
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ability to reach the' moreiflistAUt villages. Oa tho other hand, although both.General 
: HjounMer Mid J tb tight that it would ant. bo safe to aUcw the -anew* of the expedition -

to depend in the. slightest degree on .SookpilalV amiatohoe, we a.t the same lime sen no 
reason to wtapept his fnenatwM#, arid ttoaswfered that »n .mnawh visiteticn of bis country - \  
w.i» not essential to attain the object* desired bj Goienuuent. • .

The rumours of his complicity in last ymr't raids had been shown to bn 
mrimunied. Information brought down by some (Jaojiarjes of the Ainajfliall IVonjjse,..;■■■ 
v,bo -treat- up to his villages during the. rains, made it almost 'Certain that njf um 

':/> - none of the Captives, and the conduct of bin peopk' towards mo wbi)e in the hills last year
slowed that he at least desired that, we should think him friendly. Then -he snMW 

'i; perfectly yrell that wo can reach hka at. any time, and wo calculated that at'or fee
.f( had reduced to submission his more powerful neighbour;.' ho would not be likely ip git-c .

B y 1 ’ trouble.
WF 88. Our position with regard to the family of Yonolel was quite different. Those

•- Chiefs had made no direot overtures to us, and there vms nothing really tsj»gib.o m  tut - 
■ raô :i;.’;Ci Kent to Manipur, which was besici,osi. taken iu by men of no accouat from snual

\l 1 villa*-, ;s dependent on Poiboj Those moo did indeed mako over to the Rajah one of
ami?k*?te taken from our soldiers in the raids, hut the fact ol: this being sent • to the M&m*

P
pur Chief instead 6t U  na was extremely unsatisfactory. Then we knew that Vouoiets 
people had both in 1 $ $ 9  and 1 8 7 1  obtained signal advantages over our fighting man and 
those of Manipur; that, in 18U9 Lenkonx had taken the K.£tki*Naga  ̂ stockade, triougn. 
held by aMauipuri force, which, I believe, was superior in number to Uia at tank w .  , 
party ] that Deowte, iu the sumo voar, had plundered and hum!) Moraerkhali m spite-or  ̂
the v'fforts of the police guard there, and that in 187-1 Laiboor&lt and Tatigdong had knl«?d 
and plunder* 1 the bodies of several of our soldiers and police, besides driving before them 

'§)'■; • a European ottlcor and his men. Besides' this we knew that they were the remotest and trie
s>\ least, accessible of Jilt tho Lushais from either this side or that of It ,

ictus very unlikely that they, secure in ttmr distant fastnesses, and confident- t hat ihoy 
wore 'more than n match for our troops in jungle fighting* would be in turned to ma.Ko 
R voluntary submission by the. terror inspi red, by our piopshment of nearer ami ten war* . 
like tribes than their own. t/erveral Bourohier considered, and I fully a-gro *.u with him,
Unit the onlv way in which we could force these people* to submit, and to reeOgiiwe w u

g E t :h,-v nine! behave properly in future, was to she# them th.it we could reach them, and
I  tlnii. we had the power of crushing any opposition they could make to our occur oo -u oi

■  " . . ' tt.-ir emiufcrv. ! think that the result ol the expedition showed thM we were vvyht,
but i must. coTihos tin ' i for my part, did not venture to .xpect that the Lushais would 

I  ;1 I'i-ru us sueli :m cpr.ortumty of shewing them what our troops can do as they did on the
I  <:, L'.th January at Koengnoong..
I  . 30. Strong advanced guards were posted on the ranges mentioned in t»n«!»ajth
I 1 to provide aimimt any powiblu. ww«ring on the part ol Sookpiln),. ,«Bu t.ie lsngadier.

f., ,s n il r.-.Mi •■•'oil tho Manipur Political Agtaf to advise the Itajnh to post sruaroa 
ol. - ■- his south frontier and to advance a small force to Tseklapee, a point «owtn of Morning, 
so as to bo i:i - -mlii cos to take up a position at Chiboo when the tnuo for such a moire.ire 

I  arrived Vt the outset t-kore n i  some reason to hope Uiat we Miould bo aid- to> mduoe
the p •opto ot i,bo villages of Lalhi aud J’oihoy to wparatfe themselves frora those of 
T, nhopi, tsilboorah. and Tan l̂.-og-, arid that, wa might indwoe them to be friendly or 
even uijutml, in which oo.se it was General tfonrchier’a intention to advance to Caamtai 
with as hi tie delay ns possible, and to o ake that place bis heail-quarters until he haa at- . ;

I . taint'd tho object* of the expedition.
I 40 B«t even before we started wo found that thin would not be so easy as _ I had

1  hoped and Hnt it wire nowiblo tlpit wo should have to light every village; south Of fipsu
■ M«*b i >i .November f iidit Lushftis wme iu, who represented tbemre.lvos.ae sent by ■

priih.>v and tin- headmen >f Mule! to ask for our friendship, to deny that Fmbov had
B. ■ to d„ with the raids, amt to offer to bring in Touolol's sons to make -submission.

■  'to."us at'Tipai M'ookh. In my letter of the 2nd December, to the .Secretary to the Doyern-
meat of .Bengal, I montumokl my suspicions about tho mUty of ihesO a-ssuranoos, and 

I  idut 1 was inclined to think that Poiboy would consider our advance from Tipax WOOkh
■  a hostile measure. I had known one o'f the men, whose nanie.vras Dorpong, since 1W,-!;
■  when lie belonged to VonpiM’s villa ge, but. ho raid that he had sunwi left it w d  gMte .ovov

to poiboy, and wo afterwards found out that all the men cama fsotit Khokvl, VMtiom^t 
and 'Riagreedoonpr. two villages .1 pendent on Poiboy, hut.09 this side 01. too grcni Mootbt- 
lon range. Bv degrees we learned from these people that the Lushais believed law we

-



should no* be able to advance beyond Tip*! Mookh for some time fit Team and that they
tl'.wiifU it oral able that they might, induce to to amice sotuo terms w uj them ' .;.ore and . !
t v . to return ‘ We also gatheml from them that at the time they left, the tribe hadnot .;
definitely decided or. Me general course of action in the event of oar going, beyond Tipai
Mookh, but that if we should by any chance succeed .in getting■ aa far as the great range
of Moothilen or Lengteue,-*. very unlike);, event all the Lushais thought--am! attempt
to cross it it was to be defended with the entire strength of the tribe In oonsequcnoe
of what 1 hoard from these people I advised General Bdurchior on political grounds to
•ulvom-e at once to the Khufel village, as .mentioned in my du ty for the 1 «h Heoem.her.
But before describing the political results of this move, I shall attempt to give n slight 
sketch of the country in which the force operated.

41 An examination of the map which accompanies this report will show that 
between Luekipore and the Voombhung Hill, on which what fur convenience sake we call V'•-
t he new Kholel villages are situated, our route n ew  got oul of the uninhabited and 
uncultivated jungle mentioned in paragraph 11, except whou it passed through the 
Alaihadhur and Bhubondbur tea, gardens, themselves specks m an ocean of forest The 
Barak from 'final Aiookh to. Luekipore flows between ranges of high lulls which send 
down innumerable spurs to the edge of the river, The path that die duty for .a row, ,
was carried over these spurs sometimes on the Manipur side of the river sometimes on 
vhc (hollar t ' ie, but aiwavs through a country in the highest degree difficult and repulsive.
Between Tipai Mookh and, the Voowbhong range the route was «W«r and far pleasanter.
•We ascended gradually a spur of the Senbong range, which is, I think, itself a spur of the
great ridge overlooking the Valley of Kowpoom On.'our way wo tossed the sites of
village* which ha 1 been deserted in oonsoqueuoo of the a,-,.: ressimis of toe Bushins, and not
occupied by the latter through fear of us. We found exquisitely fragrant limes growing
roar these'sites, and walnut trues, which may have been planted by the former inhabitants
of the hills From the Senbong range, the highest point of which is probably under five
thousand feet we descended to the Tipai, which flows between St and tho Voomlibong
range—a wide mass of hill with sloping sides, from much of whi hi the luxuriant forests
had'been lately cleared for the village*, end j<vnn cultivation of the Lushais. Of course a- }
wwhwl to cross tho Tipai to got to these villages, but our route onwards still lay within
♦h* curve -mile by that river in its way to the Barak. After era mg Parbuckling, which
i« merely u spur of the real Kbotel range, we had to iseeiui. the latter, which is, I believe,

• '«»< continuation of the Kowpoom Hill. Xte average height is much greater than that of 
Bonbon" and the highest point on it reached by the survey party was 6,46d feet. The : ,
range ends abruptly a little to tho south of till;- peak, round the base of which the Tipai 
flows, further south are more, and probably higher hills, some vf which belong to I’oi- 
boy some to Vonpilal • still further south is Bboota’s country. On tho wide sloping side, 
vftiiis peak is the site of VonpiUl’s village, which is now broken up into the Voombhong 

If !*r,>up Worth of this were the two smaller guard villages of Hindoo and Pacfaowee, some v, fo>;»
"<-! •)» households of which have moved west to Voombhong, but probably more east to I..;.1,
i'oibey’* villages. The Tipai flows between the KhoM jnmge and the hillu to the east, 
which wav be described as a cluster of spurs thrown out towards the south by a great- 
block of hill. On the northern slope.- of this block iii tho Tingreedoong village; that of 
Ohitwvee is situated on the first of the spurs crossed by us. We gaw the name of Unowpa ': 'y; ;
to the next spur, which runs far to the south, where -it meets a spur of the high , ' , ' :
Ttengteng or Moothilen range. Along the ridge of Giiowpa are the sites of many villages 
.now'’deserted. Poiboy’s people have, however, again begun to occupy this range, ana bis 
mother. is about to remove her village to a point upon it.

42, Alter leaving these bills we came on a great range to which I have more thau 
■ortoe alluded. I do not know ant general name for it, and I do not think there is any; ” VC$$S
but we used the name of one of three high peaks on it—Soorthlung, Moothilen, and 
Lisngteiig, to describe it. It Is very stepp ami rocky, and the highest point on it must be
7,000 feet high, koongnoong, the village at wliioh we halted after the fight of the 25th 
.Tanmiry, was 5,500 feet. To the east of this range w, could see Several lower ranges 
between ua and Chiboo, which was pointed out to our north-east. On these hills were 
many villages, all dependent on Potboy, but some of which have since moved to Manipur.
To the north-east was Taikoong, the village destroyed on the 26th January. The country 
to the wist and south of Koongnoong differs very much in character from that, of the 
weetof Moothilen. The general levels are higher, the climate is colder and pleasanter, 
there is much less forest, and the flora is of a decidedly different character, pine* and 
rboiodeudrmis replacing as typioal vi.'cUe; bamboos and the great family of ficus. Ttn. 
hills too are more rocky m i  the soil far Jew fertile, or at least lees suited to glow rice and . <
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dIKm- product* which'flourish in the hills to the west. Between Koongnoong arid Seltem, 
t.» tfcr.no.rth>ftWt of vhe latter, were two villages, but our route did not pass through them, 
a8 „,e f,ok a more direct road. On our way we mot with the first of those curfews mflo&i 
like nateixes-of flat grassy land of wbi.h we found .so many afterwards. The next we 
cam/ to was the valley of the Dinkai between Sellara and Tulcbeng, a large village chiefly 
inhabited by Pois.

43 After wo left the latter plane we crossed the water-shed which separates the 
street"* flowing into the Barak ii’id with it into the Brahmaputra, from those falling into 
tho Taovv. whiitn 1 think must be the Koladyne. From this yva< • rushed vie got into the 
iM valley of the Tooehtow, which low's eastward into the Taow between two great peaks, 
which we used to rail Utboorah’s gates, hut the real names of which are Dillhlonff arid 
'Moorthlotnr. We ascended the tetter of these, crossing it at the height of 6,700 toe*.; ■'«. 
this point was situated the village or JSngow, composed entirely of.Sokbw nt KwnJiow's 
tribe 'Not far from this is a village of Pols, but I  was unable to find out from them aay- 
thiiie to*identify them with any family known by name to us. Prom Bngow’s villagA 
there was a pretty gradual descent to the Ckamfai Valley. This is the largest of ail the

K ants we actual!’, rn.it; but I think, judging from the little X could see of the valley of the 
T-uiv, that the’tettef is larger .still. East of the Taow, but at a long distance, is a very 
iii.-h range of bills, beyond which the Irashate my there is a valley inhibited by Burmese.
TjV<y mean the Stems inhabiting the southern part of the Kuho Valley, who are governed,': rc 
j; tu'ink by a iteyy® of their own race living at Khatabat, about 60 miles due owe of 
siC.Uam ' possibly ' at Keivlat, soiuu miles farther east; but before getting to these high

S  disbud hills it would ho hfeconrory to cross many ranges inhabited by.'Lnshais uiiuer y.i
'ftaadohit and Lenkom add by the various families of Kookios that look on the Sokti 
Cbiet: Kamhow «.« their head. I  was unable to nuke out much about the country to the 
.»uth at'i'wcst of us. It .seemed to the unusually'confused and broken, but 1 dare, say 

It tb-t when the observations of Captain Bsdgely and those of the survey party with the

I!

 right column are placed, .(Mgetber, a very tolerable reconnoisattce ihiy he made out. We
mw one or two villages which were said U> belong to .Lulbooroh, and farther west, as 
m  were told, are the villages of Lalrooiu and Bboota,* with the latter nt whom the 
Manipur or Caohar authorities have not yet had any relations.

-i t I feat that fhtt foregoing sketch may Seem meagre and imperfect, perhaps unit;- s : 
telligihie • but 1 hope it will be remembered that the direct distance from Luckipore 

( 'Tri'-nfai is 1M utiles s that alt the country between consists of hills waging from two 
hundred 'to about seven thousand feet high, and to a great extent « w e d  with donee 
forests • that the actual length of our rout was 167 miles, and that the difficulties of tins ■ % 
rontoww. great and continuous, that even after the road was made Ohamfoi was twenty- EL. inarches from Silchar awl fifteen from Tipm Mookh. When these circumstances are 

consiilewtwu, I think it wit) be seen that it »  almost impossible to give within 
♦hii'tiro't'i of a report like this an adequate account of a tract of country m great in /
L ,. ' so diversified to natural features, or of a route full of difficulties so numerous 

v'icd in chavimter. 1 wish very ranch that Captain liudytsly or humteunnls 
Veto’ll «a& Woodtuarpe, two very accomplishing engineer offlocre who accorapaniod h» 

party could be induced to write an aooount of the country. They are very ranch 
better fit'"d for such u work than I am, and if they would consent to do it, 1 should be 
wv'barmy to help them in any way I could. I may here remark that Jdentouant. 
w-wltliwpelmsvnrv kindly compiled the map which accompanies this report, and which 
I think will be found v> oorh;.iu ranch useful information not to be found elsowbere,

&  The General with a small part of the force marched from Tipai Mookh. on the 
fOth • I  accompanied him and took with me Dorpong and the other lAishais who had 
S f t o  Si lobar m November and who now agreed to guide ns tc. Kholek We did not 
soo ativ other Lushais til) the 18th, wnen we met a number of. men fromi KhoJd. ftMU. 
whose toaniir and talk we learned that we should very likely have to fight X. oibjjy and 
perhaps the Kholel people ms well, Thai evening Dorpong and six mow out t* the«ght 
i-usivfis said they wanted to leave us and go to their own Village as tueir fomtow would 
siilfer ii any collision were to occur while they were with us. The remaining l.ushiw kid 
dH»rrain«Nl to return yviih ns to Cachnr, and was of course considered a tm w v  by hi* 
c omrades. The loss of these men was likely to be very embarrassing to us, and we were

* macs ms arrival i» Calcutta, 1 have heard by tolflgripb frotn the Deputy Commissioner of Caviar 
Mint Bboota Use resolved to solicit oar friendship.



naturally annoyed at their breach of faith, but. General Bourohier bad determined not to 
• attempt,'to de: un any one who joined us voluntarily if he should _afterwards wish to 
leave us, and so we let the'men go. It was most fortunate that wo did so, Tt is probable 
that all or most of them fought against us at Kholel, but it was Dorpong who, on tho 
89th December, risked hit’ life to bring us information of the intention of the Kholel 
people to submit, and from that timo till ve returned to Tipai Mookh he never ceased to 
Work for us. In this connootiou 1 may quote a passage in a letter to me from General 
Bourehier: “ Another man I think deserving of reward is Dorpong, a Lushr.i of ti e 
Dushais ; hut be he what he may, in his peculiar manner he rendered ua immense service 
and faithfully warned us that we should be attacked" But it is certain that if General 
Bourehier had attempted to keep this man on the lath December, lie would not have been 
able to write in those terms of him at the end of the expedition. The policy began in 
this instance was followed throughout, Lushais from all the villages with which wo were 
not actually fighting at the time were always encouraged to come into camp, and. they 
were allowed to leave when they liked, of course subject to the restriction that they could 
net pass the sentries alter night-fall without permission from the officer commanding. I 
am convinced that much of the success of our column was o -̂ing to the consistent way in 
which General Bouroluor carried out this policy. It maybe thought at first sight that it 
enabled the .Lusha u to get information about us which they otherwise could not have got. 
and which ought to have been concealed from them. This danger was carefully consider y ;
cd by the General, and lie came to t he conclusion that ordinarily it w ould be advantageous 
to let the Lushais know- as much as possible 'about our strong!’ and movements, and that 
if at any time operations requiring secrecy w ere in preparation, there would be no 
difficulty in preventing the Lushais who might be with os from leaving the camp. It if 
worthy of remark that the almost unrestricted intercourse which ive kept up with the 
Jiusiwis could not have' been maintained but for the perfect discipline and order of the 
Ik an-quarters camp, and the good conduct of all the men we had with us. What seemed 
to me roost admirable iu this discipline and order was that it was kept up with no apparent 
effort. No soldier over appeared to commit an offence, and there appeared to 
be no punishments. The conduct of the coolies with us was nearly as good as that of the 
soldiers.

I 4b. On the 22nd we crossed the Tipai after some altercation with Lushais whom wo 
met at the stream. They wore told that we meant to vis'd their village, but. that we did 
not mean them any injury, as wo were going against Vonolol’s people. Next day, while 
v:e wore ascending the hill towards the village, our advanced party was fired upon, and 
that day was spent in skirmishes with the Lushafeand in burning villages and grain. V'e 
encamped for tho night in a village where w e remained, until tho 26th. annoyed night 
and day by the Lusbai sharp-shooters, who kept firing into the village under cover of the 
surrounding jungle. On the 26th we returned to the Tooeebhoom, and in my diary 
for that day I have mentioned how admirably the manoeuvre was effected. Ihiring tho 
two following days tho Luebdie, themselves completely prelected by tho dense jungle, 
gave u» much trouble by firing upon coolies and working parties. An attack was also 
made on the elephants when out for fodder near Tipai Mookh, in which several n home 
were killed and some elephants wounded. It must bo remembered that all this time wo 
had no means of comnu uicntiug with tho Lusliais, of learning what they were about oi 
aiming at, or of lotting them know our wishes aud intentions. This made ray position 
ns civil officer a very trj ing one On the 29th General liourchier again ascended tho 
Voombotur hill to hunt for more villages. At first there was some firmg between our 
troops and the Dushais concealed in tho jungle ; but half way up the hill we met Dorpong 
and some other i/n ,intis who said that the pople of Kholol wanted to make submission’ 
as Potboy had told them he could not-help them. From that time there was no more 
fighting with tiie Kholel people, although they were not informed that their submission 
would be accepted for some days after.

•W. I shall now try to give the Lushai aids of the Kholel affair as far as I  coidd 
learn it from themselves. Of course many of their statements were not to be trusted, 
and I have to depend on conjecture for several points or. which they could not ho in
duced to give me any information, but I think that, the following account is on the main 
correct, ihe people oi all that are left oi Yonpihd’s villages have been for some time as 
1 have more than once reported, divided into two factions, one of which adheres’ to 
Impanoo Vonpdal’s mother, who lives at Dollong, and the other to his widow, who lives 
at Kholel, and claims to manage the whole community iu the name of her son Ladd 
The younger Widow is the sister of Foiboy, who of course supports her in her disputes 
with her mother-in-law. The latter ha« in const*, juence sought the assistance of Sook- 
pUui s son, Kualkom, who hat moved his village across the Sonai to Ihe same ridge as that
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S f jo  w h ic h  D o ito a g  is s itua ted . W h e n  i t  was fo u n d  th a t  th e  e x p e d it io n  m n  .really  > « *  
sag in  th e  d ire c tio n  o f K h o le l,  and th e  headm en o f a ll V o n p iW ’s ’ V illages had to -.d e c id e  
pa th e  course th e y  were' V  ad op t .w ith  reg a rd  to  us, i t  was fo u n d  th a t  adhejreafe o f 

'•> Ir t ip a n o o  w e re  a n x ious  to  »  ake a t least a  protoiuse o f  be in g  fr ie n d s  w ith  us, ao d  to  h e lp
m  to get a w a y  tow ards  th e  east, o r  u  aU events n o t  to  W m le r-ns in  a n y  w ay s w h ile  the  
o th e r  -party  were eager to  oppose o u r  advance. T h e re  were tw o  reasons fo r  -th is  d ifte ronee  
o f o p in io n . T h e  adherents  o f Im p a n o o  a «  : g e n e ra lly  th e  o lde r peop le o f  th e  d iffe re n t. 
v iH iig .-) ' lK o y  o f th e m  w itnesses o f th e  d e s tru c tio n  o-' M o ra ’s u l la g e , w h ic h  th e y  a id  no t 
ivi.-h 1 i ’have repeated ; w h ile  the  m ind s  o f tin - y o u n g e r m em bers o f the  c o m m u n ity ,_ w h o  
m a in ly  f i rm e d  d ie  o th e r p a rty , n a tu ra lly  d w e lt c h ie fly  on the  fa c t that, in  18*0 th e  foref- 
had te  h u r r y  o u t o f th e  c o u n try .

Then again if tiro Kholel people were to oppose us unsuccessfully there we • danger 
of our next attacking the rest of VoiipilM’* village*, wbi<?b nil lay to the west in which 

both Impanco and Khslkojp would have suffered : while-it. was eoually the mterest 
of Potboy that the fores should be opposed before getting as far as his country, Aim 
two onrties do not seem to have come to vny decision, but probably them was a vicit 
compfamv-e that if m  did not attempt to visit the Vomnbong villages, we should not be - 

Mi - op-nosed uid that in this -ante the Kbolrt people would keep m * tw » d jy  tecudly mk-.uS
with us Unless we met Mth some disaster'iah.M, or bad to return unsuccessfully, when 
the--- witeht fall upon ds with petfeet safety. Of course it would have been impossible 
f,„ ns to accept silcl a situation. It was almost a oe<essity to make every \ iilage holunii 
sate before taking a siep in advance. From the position of the new H hotel gw up of ■
villaires it could have dim- us more in ju r than any other, au.l we could not make, sure 
of tnis group without visiting it and leaving a party in a pos-uon to command all tne 
villiurM Of course after matters had been brought to a minis by the attack on oni 
advance guard on the 23rd, both parties were toteed to join and do. their utmost »  get 
rid of na, and they were helped by people from Joiboys vil.ii.gM_ of iingreedomn., 
ChipoWw, aid perhaoe some others. After the Ocoarjl had token, up his position, m the 
vill'i-m thf-v tried *« make it untenable and fe  force him. to retire, as they think, they 
ftirnwl'Colonel luster to burry out. of the country bv similar measures in idte, and .they 
thoiurtit they had succeeded when wo returned to the l.<K>yre©Mu»m on the noth, ltavu.^ 
several villages and mddh grain untonohed. TV owners though* that they were new

■V- ™fe and b ...m  to re-occupv their houses which they had deserted and bring bank
!;» th e ir  fH-niiies fro m  'frngrvcdoong, d iip o w o e , D o lk m g , and f ' ' a r.

been sent fcg safety. At the same tune they commenced so harass our cciiMunmoa.-ions 
|  as they did in Colonel Lister’fuase. fV :

48 On the morning of the 39th the. had no Idea of giving in, hut when they s«.w 
General Btmpdttec murobing towards there villages again, instead ot Carrying back to 
Tin Mookh as they (--.vpectod, they were sewed with a suiaten panic, ilia owner, of 
toroiiortv’ which hail escaped the previous destruction, and who had congratulated them- 
Selves that they were safe, could not bring themselves to run the «m e risk a second tuna j 
i village cottucil was hastily held, in which they clamoured lor instant KUhimaHon. In  
this they were supported by the people present from the western villages, who saw 
their turn must com* next, and,.Poiboy’s people and the people whoso-viUaget. h.i.i ,u.n 
idready destroyed had to yield very r.daotantiy, as I was afterwards told by one of the 
MU--3 liter” they had' decided to submit, there wm; a difficulty about letting ns know 
that thev had done so, for they knew that it was almost certain that any seen m
the fungle would be taken for one of the sharp-shooters who were annoying us, and shot 
down before he could make the friendliness of his intentions understood! bncDorpwig 
undertook the risk snd came to ;m«t us waiving a red cloth, whio.i 1 had given Lmi.

|  ' One o* the soldiers ot the advanced guard was. just about- to fire at hun when Aaptoiri
Butter General Bourohier’s aide-de-camp, who was mast fortunately in front at the k m , , 
recomi Va; Dorpong mid told the man not to fire. Frotu that day we never had he 

• slightest difficulty 'in commnnicatiug with the Lus.Ua.ie. Jho terms imposed on he
* village of Kholel were designedly ‘lenient. Our great object was .» get to ctointei «s

' &  ag possible, and General Bourohier considered that to enable him to do this the
^ V ty’ofh V  communications was essential. The headmen to inake tbem^vre
rte-uonsible for the safety of our communications between TipfU. >lookh and the l -«*-«•• 
bhtioni, and they gave throe of their number to remain with os as hostages un.ai tstre

, i ,/ return from Charnfai.
These men behaved admirably all through the remainder of the expedition, and _ did 

us excellent service more than once. Wo know that there were no captive l»«t*su 
subject* in the village, but I  found out afterwards that there were two women xi\m

' ' ' ' ' • ' ■' V" V . - .'[’’Vyi/:;1 :■' ..t*.V--’’'



:i s<;*i One 'of the** was privert np while we were in Uio country any accompanied raw 
Vjack She is now with her raktires, who have oome Into Caciuur. Anot.ier eras brought H
''own to Ttpal Mookh after 1 had left, but. as she showed a disinclination to worn 

n  further unless some of the Luahius accompanied her, wuch they were unwilling
to do, Colonel Nuthall. the officer commanding there, did not like to Woe her m the $ ■
Lushais iu the matter, and allotted her to return on her promising to come down one the 

',. P,;,| set of LuShais visiting Cachar. I think Colonel Nuthall exorewed a wise umcretion
Mrtioularlv a* cholera had made Its appeurtuiee between Jipm Mookh and Locum. On 
inv wav back T arranged with the Kholel headmen that they are tomoel mo or some other 
officer next cold Beacon at any place that may be appointed, and have promised to yet up 
a fair for them at Tipai Mookh.

49. There was a rumour that Kbolkom was wounded at Kholel. I could not find 
out the truth of it. Heww certainly very ill at one timo, arid no one schemed al.de to 
explain bis disease. Jt is quite possible that be inny have taken part m some ot the light
ing at Kholel, and more than probable that people from 1? is villa go and that of Impanoo

•• •' did : but there h  equal reason to believe that lie did not at flio outset wish tlio Kholel 
people to oppose us, and that his party were eager to submit on Uie 29tb. Indeed, I 

? . ‘ have heard from the people of Lalboorah aud Potboy that Kholkooi had the puucipul
rfinroia bringing about the submission, and they spoke very bitter! v on Hi ‘ i » t 
Tiiey- ako accused him of having induced us to attack them to save hims-ii, and l have 
heard them say that- as soon ;uj we had left t he country, all the eastern îll-uu ?• would unite; 
and take vengeance on him. This, however, was before the affair at Koongnoong and the 
sub'eqnen.: disintegration of the eastern villages. Kbolkora is iov. stronger than tho m‘;V
entirt* family of Vonolel, But it will be more convenu nt for me to 1 r< > tins subject lower 

0 .. down., when I attempt an estimate of our relations with Sookpilal.
50. O.ir next political object after having settle'! the Kholel (M alta was to <x*M 

to such terras with the people of Tingreedoong and Chipowee that. we could iv 1. on tncu
not giving us trouble in the rear In the event, which now seemed probable, of loibc. s -jpm
joining thy sons- of Vonolol, and opposing us when we attempted to cross the Lengttug 
which we should have had to do if we had taken the route we then contemplated. Hut 
wo were not able lo leave the Tooeebhoom till the■ 8lh January, although tho road abe i.l 

tS had been push 'd oil a considerable way previous to tint date. On the 10th and three tel- 
towing Jays 225 Thadoo Kookhs. the inhabitants of a village formerly subject to Vonolol, 
arrived at Cheoboo, to which place the Manipuri contingent had advanced, 'lhcpoopri 
of this village, it seems, had taken advantage of the confusion into which the Lit sinus had 

’ ’ been thrown', by the events at Kholel and our threatened advance, to make their esmne and ,, i
take refuge with the Manipuri*. There were afterwards mere than one exodus of a 
similar kind, the causes and probable effects of which 1 shall discuss lower dow n.

fWS
|  At the same time, although the south-eastern Lushais were getting very uneasy. I am ; ■'■vj

suro that they still believed we should be unable to reach Chamfai ; and our own lull men, 
m  as well a* the Imshfti . with us, were equally incredulous, particularly when they saw us 

forced to halt on the Khoi< 1 ridge from the 8th to the 17th January, waiting tor supplies.
However we did get to Chipowee on tho 18th. On the road the Lushais made an impu- 
d„nt attetapt to palm off on us a personated Coiboy, a very common trick of theirs, and 
when we found out the cheat and showed our anger, there seemed to h< some danger ot 

1 ' a collision. This however was avoided, lo my great, satisfaction, for a fight nt Chipowee, 
unless it were a real trial of strength between ns ami all the south-eastern villa res, would 

§ f  only have delayed us without doing any good. In the course of a few days, during which 
wo -halted at Chipowee, wo made very satisfactory arrangements with that vungo and 
Tiuerredcong, tho people agreeing to guarantee the safety of our coraumi ications between 
the Torn-' bhornn and Chipowee, ..ml sending with us men of each village s hostag e.
Among these was the headman of Tingreedoong, whom I 9uspecte«l of being au arrant 
oi l schemer, hut, l thought that if 1 had him with us, 1 might bo able to turn Ins 
intrigues against us to our advantage. The Chipowee Chief, who was comparatively trust- 
worthy, renimned Jiear tho Officer Commanding the station as r kind of hostage. These 
arrangements were very successful -, and I may here mention that from the time ot our 
agreement with the Khold people there was never the slightest attempt made to disturb 
..fit line of communications -not even when the south-eastern villages were making their 

'y• great effort to foree us back from Mootheien,—an effort which was mainly directed to the
o.. swuctiou ol our means of transport,

m  '' " m
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Manipur many years ago. One of them could only speak Iiusbai, and both refused to 
}fa\o tshe 'Tillage! "W© kept them with us in camp apart from the LUshais for some time; 
tiild did all in our power ti) induce them to accompany us willingly, but all ou* efforts 
failed, and we did not think ourselves justified in forcing them to be rescued ; so they 
were allowed to remain with the Lushais. Ou our way back several families of Koeki.es 
belonging to the village joined us and accompanied us into (iwliar, but tins sub,- 'f 

i i | |  can be fully treated mow conveniently in connection with the exodus of hookies' mu. . L
'f i! Manipur. ’ ft;

61. Ife left Chino woo on the 22nd. Our original intention was to follow tba Goowpa 
ridg<- from No. 11 (BV.umong) as for south a-a point due west of Sc!lam, and then to 
cress tim Lengting bv a very steep and difficult ghaut J have marked this routeappnxi- 
inati-lv in blue on’thi. map. It was the one which the Lusbais expeeted us to toke, and 
they had utookadedmany strong points on if. and boreal! the villagers had res.dved.-on 
making a "rent stand. For some time previous to our arrival at Bohmong, the information 
which We received about the intended defence of the Lengtiiig bad been gettiug more and 
nioro definite, and we had heard that it was the intention of the Chiefs, if they should 
succeed in turning our force back, to lose- no opportunity of harassing us on tins retreat 
and-not to coast* pursuing us till we reached the cultivated part of the Cachar District; 
while 1 was given to understand that if we succeeded in crossing the .Hengting in spite 
of all the efforts of the Lushais. no further opposition would bo offered to our advance 
; n Charatei. Who®, however, wt ■/. t to Iiohmong, General iiourehjjar do- i led to cross 
the great range by S.v.rt : tong or Moothelen, and sc avoid the very rocky and difficult 
Ler.pt in;-;. But of course in taking this route it was not his object to avoid any Opposition 
that tht Lushais were prepared to make, and it was moat undesirable that they should 
think so. 0  ‘Osoquently, • nm edintoU- on the change of route being decided on, 1. made it 
known to the headman of Tingruedoong, wh * was with us. and fold him that he should go 
ahead,of us in the morning with Lorpong and inform Foiboy that ho must give up.any 
Maoipuri captives that might be in his villages, and come in person to make subimsstou 
to us. Shortly .ifr.er dinner tho Tiogreedoortg headman asked to bo allowed to send away 
two young Lush U who wore with us to warn' tho villagers ahead that «.• are going in 
their direction. Dorpong gave me to understand that these lads wore sent to recall tho 
men stationed on the Leugting. This the General did. not think, was at all to be objected 
to. so the lads were allowed to go. Next morning the headman of Tiugrced.-m- - and 
itorpong were unit on. That ev><niu? Colonel Roberts met them on the top of boon along 
omui,.; from the village of Taifeoong. Thov told him that the surrounding villages 
■-.vcvc fall of armed men. That night (hero was hold at Koongnoong a great Council 
ol all tho Chiefs of the families of Von old and his brother Lalpoong, and their heudms a.
At tills meeting the Lushni plan of operations for tho following day wae settled, which 
really was a very well-designed one, and if it could have been carried out successfully, 
wo,lid bavi -e cu a iremeudous blow to us. The Lushai force *•••. to be divided 
into two parties, one of which wa ■ to attack our main body while inarching along 
a very rocky stream flowing between precipitous hills, covered with, I think, the 
thickest jungle we had met since we loft Kholol, and was then to retire slowly 
up the hill 'disputing every difficult bit. In the meantime the other party wt.it- to 
steal down tho bed of the stream and attack the coolies, who, they thought, would be left 
V  prop-, ted during the pursuit of the party retreating up the hill. They thought that it 
they oould kill a'large number of our coolies, the remainder would get so temiied that 
they would run off into the jungle, whence we should nsver recover them, and that the 
force would be .w ed  out of the country. IWpong, who, with the headman of -.ingroc- 
doontf iiarno back to camp on the rooming of the 25th, gave .me private information of 
this scheme, chiefly, I think, to spite the old Tingreedooug headman, with whom he had a 

i |f ' : fp -- quarrel which of oouma we carefully fostered. The idea of attacking the cootiea bad
Kfev ; piMiiably been originated bv the headman, who had more than cnee been overheard to u«*

- expressions implying that he saw that our weak p.Tut was tho enormous line of woolws >
followed tiie main body. I need not dwell at length on tue complete failure this 

attempt In my diary £.-; the day .1, quoted General Bourchier’s description of the tight,
1 may’arid, however, that 1 under-estimated the Lushai toss. Judging from ao. lowns 
which' I got afterwards. I thiuk that there must have been more than sixty killed nud 
wounded.’ I have heard the names of thirty-two who were killed.

52. This affair at Kooi. .rtiooug, and the destruction of Taikoong or. the following 
dav. made all further resistance impossible. Some of tho Chiefs, indeed, would hare iikeq, 
to' try once more, but they could not got their people to support thorn. The iiushajs saw
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off to Manipur, Kmuhoiv, 'the fois, >md 8«*pil4, On the UUi lebwuu J - TlruW
with, twenty,eight muskets, arrived at Manipur i and on the Mlh and Ibth 3 .̂. ahadoe
and other K frames, On the4th or 6th March, l*»Z wen. t o w , ^  ^hildnn, with
forty-four muskets, left sow* of the Eastern villages under the escort, of a nir^ot j:. 'S V .flW
kamhow’a people On the 14th March the whole of Bebmong s village, 672 peopU with
3 r 2 t e  joined the Maripuris. f fan* got all these numbers from he
Maninur Political Agent, so that they are absolutely correct. 01 course t .-.moot i e
equally accurate particulars of the numbers of those who succeeded in reachtour Kamhow
or the Pols or SookpiW. bat I know that they were very great. It will easily >«
understood that the Chiefs, seeing themselves in such a potion* mignt think tuat the,
had nothing more to lose an 1 become reckless in consequent*.

! 1 53 Tim Tingret'doong headman' had been msde very useful to us, but 1 thought it • f
iu«t as Veil not to'let, his oonduot go unpunished, so I took the opportunity of his leaving 
the camp without permission on the day Taikoorg was destroyed to u-.flicta heavy m em  A
bur It was paid at once, mol l did not tied him out in saij more intrigues. o . aerJ 
ll.mrchier and l  also thought it advisable to inflict a flue on I otbote vdlag^, which Wf 
paid before <ve reached Seftam. We were also very anxious to get * « ta m to fte wmp, 
but we found it impossible to gel over his dread ot us. Ue followed us to Toooheng. a «
evidently madia great, effort to summon up courage to meet £  f^ in l t^wear ondo it. Possibly this may have been m some nu store owing torn) rdusin to *wt»r °n 
water poured out of a gun that he should come to no harm. U.s hwidman »bl that if I 
were to do so they thought he might pluck up touyago enough to comei ij  hut l  have 
|  strong conviction of the impolicy of a .European olUoer.submitting to toh<? «  pre 
scribed by hillmeu, anil neither General Bourdrar nor I thought a rueetiib, 
of importance sufficient to warrant n& m making a.poncesswn of winch 1 / ; «“» 
disapproved. Ultimately on Air return General Bourctuer, the « « iw W »  of th .

! r ,'oplo Of She village, dispensed with Poibm’s personal appearance on condition that throe 
nr his lirahn n scroinpanied us'to Tipai Mukh. One old woman belonging to Mumpm 
C x i« m u T a t1 to ” W « d a  little coolie child, who-had beanpurchased by UUworah 
rom he Il.nvlongs and sent to me m lieu of a l.ltlc Bengali girl whom I Ws very anxious . ,, ’ ■

\ I Z Z J . butwS. it was Slid, had died. Wo cannot find out anything about the 
identity of the coolie child. The old woman died on the nay into Cacluur.

; *»it Since niv return I have heard that some of I’oiboi’*. headmen 
n'mir upwards ibe end of last month, and that it was. the intention, of the Boh eal 

Manipur o- re, r* •. i. 40 (Vf»ter into iin alliance, offensive and dof endive, nita 1 Giboi,
Agmt to vlv.se k , ; , X X e u t  „f Katnhow. 1 hope the Political Agent will
ami to protect him U « fol, nU , iwv« learned anring the expedition has strengthened 
E S S &  l t d  previously formed that Mm eastern hushais and the tribes bordering on 
them can be best managed through Manipur.

-m ssssaeru i JS« t 5
pur oaii «V‘P i nun, ti1A PnKti>al \ - nt havo complete control

s x X  s x & r f f A  ;:»
M ^ A ^ t % ^ l w l « - i i s i » i * * o a w A * i w  fdMww with tw  Deputy Cmbmk.  
sionot of. Cachar than be has been hit herto.

55 Our relations with the people of Sellam, Tooltheng and Lenkom's villages were 
hi the highest degree satisfW.tory to the end. The people were clearly anxious to be on 
h w S X t ,  and «1*4» »ady to give us- any assistance wo called tor Of li.ut uy urui» wi. i ., .liif.retirwin tbeoase ot lAlbooruh own people. «• ha>i 
course there was 2 'tojh -M l |ie r ,u e  wj,ich we considered had committed

through declared that the immediate object 
of tie expedition was to inflict puuishmeus o» that village and force it to g.ve up the



muskets It had taken from our troop;;. All through our advance we had been getting in- 
formation which left no doubt that view wo took about Chumfai was -right.The 
luishais all considered that this village gave the signal for every raid, even tor those 
conducted by the Chiefs of independent villages. The headmen confessed this to me. and 
they acknowledged that all the gurra and uniforms taken in 1871 had been brought to 
Chnmfai in the first instance and then distributed among other villages.

Immediately on our arrival the village of Chumfai itself was destroyed. The 
/■'t‘ ‘ villages of Vonolel’s widow was spared on the people giving up two of our muskets and

ten of their own in lieu of the remainder, some of which they said they had sent to 
different Poi Chiefs, and soon to other Lushai villages, and they had to pay a- One which, 

&&&• however, was somewhat limited in consequence of our discovering that the effects of the
expedition had already weakened the tribes beyond what wo considered desirable. They 
had also to give throe of their .headmen to accompany the force as hostages' to Tipa-i 
Mnkh. It was impossible for people towards whom wo took such an attitude to bo on 
very familiar terms with tie, and wc had to leave too soon after the payment of the fine 
to allow a feeling of confidence in the good faith of onr..assurances of forgiveness to ..grow 

l(.|i up. However, the headmen of this village, ami, some of those of Lenkou’s who woia-
' ,’f f  prenied us to Tipai Mulch, seemed to have very friendly fooling* towards us when we

parted on the 7th of March, the day before I left Ihpai Mulch on my way to Oaehar.
56. I have already alluded to the swarms of Kookies who during the expedition 

took refup ; in the Manipur territory. The total number who passed over from the 
y , Lushais was 2,5 th up to the 23rd March, and they took in with them 166 muskets. As

my estimate of the advantages of this 'exodus differs very.much from that of the Politi
cal Agent, I append to ihh report; two letters from him to General Bourchie on the 
subject, and my remarks on t hem. I mentioned in r, previous paragraph that a number 
(in all 6 H of Thadoes and W uiphiesnocomnaniod onr force on. its return from Chipowee.
A. brief account of the antecedents of these Thadoes, and the reasons they assign for 
po inany Kookies now leaving the Lushai villages, may help to illustrate the accounts 1 
have elsewhere given of the composition of the Lushai communities.

These Thadoes say that some thirty years ago they belonged to a -powerful • village 
jffijsl -• under a Chief of their own family, whom they call Mongjiilnl, and occupied various sitesou

'he hills around the Tipai, but in course of time the Piutoos of Lalehokla’s family began 
» ti press hard upon them, and at length their Chief took refuge with Toosoong, the 

Head Chief of all the.Thadoes, who was much mo" powerful than the 1’oitoo Chiefs.
But- while some of Mongpilal’s Thadoes accompanied their Chief to TWxiug’s village 
many more took refuge with the l.mdtai Chiefs who were then getting powerful, and who 
soon after drove the I'oituos weslvnml to the Cliattercboora range. Some time affA' Vhiv 

; v- !u-u Toosoong, who wn- father of Koodingmang, she Cliiqf who mass a -u
Naga village last year, was driven to take refuge in Manipur, Mongpilai and tho p-vnilo 
who had accompanied hku to Toosoong's village again formed a separate village under 
the proi.e-.tion of the Lushais, moving about from (dace to pltree, until this year, when 
they left for Manipur, llut those of hi» people who had originally taken refuge among 
the Lushai* remained in ;ln- villages of the latter, sometimes living in the villages of 
Lalpoong, sometimes iu those of Mora, until three years ago, when they went tociiipo- 
wee. The reasons these people give for tho desertion of -< many ot the people once 
subject to the Lushai Chiefs are, that the hills have been o ver-joomed, ami no more land 
fit for cultivation k-fl : that for the last four1 velars, since the younger Chiefs have bees 

R »fr able to do what ihey like, there has been nothing hut raiding, and that they a; e tired •
of it t lastly, that while their Chiefs were engaged in making raids on Manipur
Cachar, in the course of which the. lives of many of their people were lost, Komlmw -ind 

L  i other Chiefs were getting more daring in ilieir aggressions on their villages, while the
result o! (he expedition has destroyed whatever faith they had left in the power of the 

aftfev  Lushai Chiefs. Tho Manipur Chief means I believe t-o settle the people that have taken .
refuge with him in hills to the south of the Manipur valley, and in the north-eastern '

J , portion ot the tract marked “ uncultivated and' uninhabited” in the map. I think a
that it would have been much better if they had remained under the Lushai Chiefs and' 
settled in that portion of the same tract which lies south of the Cachar boundary, s,ml 
which i» much better suited for cultivation than the more eastern hills. It is quite

Ijplj probable that Karnhow and tho Pois will still continue their attacks on these Kookies,
fc ; ’:' ; A and tho Manipur State will probably have to take measures for their protection. But it •

is probable that these people will nut bo satisfied with the restrictions and burdens of tjw 
d  Manipur supremacy, and that they will follow Kedingmang into the Nagii Hill, i, whom



duubl liiat the vUIragea to the east, have■ of late heep pressed hard by Kamhow ana 
others.—so banl, that the people have taken to skn’k&ditig, which thev never do u » ,,
when they feel themselves weak ; but .it is to. bo lea-red that hhless the 1 ohtical Agent , |̂

■ ctm direct, the Manipur policy into a better course than it haft followed of late, the 
Koftkies who have this year moved into the Ha jail’s jurisdiction will not be inuch less 

: exposed to attack* in future than they bad been while living under the Lushka Chiefs.
57. It wilt lie understood from the foresting paragraphs that I  do not now attach s , 

fl much importance as before to the eastern villages or !•> our relations with them. On the
other baud I think one result of the expedition may, and probably will be, to increase the 
strength of the villages belonging to Sookpilal and his sons, aru the influence of that 
family 0f chiefs , in iftjprt. to put them in a position in which they will have mow ability 
to help ub than they have had hitherto, while at the sane tune the fright they have nil 
pot will make them very anxious to be on good terms with ns. But 1 cannot speak posi
tively of the ultimate effect* of the expedition upou S-okpM’a power until I  know more 
than l  do at present of the dealings of fcho Chittagong force with the Lalpitang How- 
loags. These have -been for some years back his chief foes, and although his people 
boasted a good deal lust year about all be Was going to do in forcing them to give up the 
captives, I know that they have very lately dispoesessed him of his oltief salt springe ;
and Kowa was no doubt telling the truth when he said that SookpiM had told him to 
advise an attack on Bangboong and Benfcuia, i.» mentioned in paragraph 4 of Mr.
Mo William’s letter No. 182 of the 30th January. Sookpilal knew very well that the 
Howlongs would attack him hereafter if they felt themselves strong enough, just,_ as the 
eastern Chiefs were determined to attack his son Khalkom. The tacts related in that 
report shew that Sookpilal was t.heu realty anxious to be on good terms with us; his 
ki’ ducsB to the women, his sending them down, and even his attempt to make them tell 
lies about his having'redeemed thorn and recovered Mary Winchester. We have not 
heard from hint »ince, hat some of our people ere with him. and a man of his is still 
here. Another—Soiv—unfortunately died of cholera some time ago. The Kookies here 
are qteite satisfied that Sookpilal ia no longer to be feared by them, and they are very 
anxious to move down their villages far south of the existing" outposts. The Kookies who 
came in from C'hipowee, who probably know the state of fueling among the Luehais, assure 
me that there is no danger in this, and are themselves going to set up a village between 
Koloshcop and Chatlerchoora.

58. One result of the' expedition will be to make Poiboi unable to give any further , ,t
support to his sister’s party in Vonpilal’s villages; and as both parties are thoroughly 
frightened, and feel that their villages are absolutely in our power, Khalkom can only
hope' to retain any influence in them through our acquiescence. The unanimous 
adhesion of Vonpilal’s people would probably make the family of Sookpilal a match for 
mi j of the tribes that border on their villages, for it would eventually give them 
complete control of all the villages west of the Moothilen range; consequently we may 
reckon confidently that Kfaalkum’s interests will co-operate with hi* fears in making him 
desire to stand well with ns. On our return his two chief M entries accompanied us 
from I’achoowoe to Tipai Mukh, and I expert that ho or one of his brothers -.vill come 
in io visit ffifchar at no distant date, as soon as the dread which Horn’s death is likely 
to cause them has had time to pass away.

59. In the accompanying map an attempt ha been made to lay down approximately | 
the western limits of Sookpifal’s territory, but it is little more than a guess. He says 
himself that he has no influence west of the range on which Chattercboora is situated, |
hut we .do not accurately know what direction the ridge takes south of that peak. Thai i , 
country to the west of feookpilal’a territory is nominally subject to the Tipperah Chief, i 
hut the eastern boundary of the territory of the latter is very uncertain. According 
to Pemberton and all the earlier maps, Independent Tipperah, as it was then called, ,. 
extended as fur as Tipai Mukh. But some years ago the name of Hill Tipperah was |  
io soin<> mysterious way substituted for the older name and all the hills between the | 
south of Cachin' and the Chittagong Hill Tracts aeeta to have been at about the same I 

|  time silently included in the Cabhar district. The boundary between Cacltar and Hill |
Ti|perkh elwwa in the maps cl that period is the same iw the line I  have wsumed' to bo * 
the western boundary of Sookpilal’a territory, but in the maps published lately •' 
a "'supposed, water-shed ind boundary” b. laid down west of the supposed course S 
of the Luugai, a little stream flowing into the Sylhet district. I should think 
i bat the best geographical boundary between Hill Tipperah and the Lushai Hills j 
would be the continuation of the water-shed that divides Sylhet from Cachar. I
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cannot say what, amount of authority the Tippers,h Chief actually has over the 
Rookies living in the hills west, of Book.pilal. Thu, ho has some is generally 

, acknowledged; hut I should think that it «tw» be little more than nominal. These
, ; ■ Rot:k.ies belong chiefly to the Dorloog and Peitoo families, the former of whom scum to

have settled chiefly towards the south, while the Poytoos are more in the direction of 
J  Sylhet. Both families formerly oocupied some of the hills in whioh our column worked,
,j(’> s and both we.ro driven westwards by other families, among whom the Lushais were

prominent. The Fnitooeof Lakhokfn’s village have been already mentioned in oou- 
| | / '  neetion with the Thadoos, who accompanied us from Ohif-owee. This is the lialohokla
» who was transportea in I84f, But, even the above meagre bits of information must not

* 1*1 |e  taken as all absolutely correct. T know very little about the Dorlongs, except what f
!£V\’ have heard incidentall v from Lushais. I have told all l know of the' lVttoos in juirn'r

graphs 10. 20. and 21 of my Roport 0, dated 13th Match 1K71. It is probablu that the 
civil and survey officers w'th the right column have collected some information about the 
souht-easteru part of llill Tinperah and that the Political Agent’s report for last year 
will add much to our knowledge of the country and its inhabitants.

60. I should prefer to delay my final report ou the defensive and protective 
measures to ho adopted on the Caehar side, and the means to be taken to cultivate 
friendly relations with the tribes until I have had an opportunity of learning all that is 
known'about the Tipperah Rookies mentioned above, as well as about, the present tnd '

Ji'JjjK'- probable future position of the Howlongs and Syloos. f should like also to get some
information about the relations of tho authorities of British Burma, with the tribes ou 
M10 Kokul r.o before submit,tine die report asked for in flic correspondence I'orvvardc,. to 
rue with Your No. 57 of the :0th Mar -! 1 liavo long bad a oonvictim), whioh lets
steadily deepened as my experience in frontier matters has increased, of the impolicy 
mid uselessness «f attempting to deal in detail with the Rookie difficulty. We cannot 
hope for success, or even for safety, if we allow ourselves to bo misled by what real! , are 

I  accidents of political geography, and treat the relations of cacti district or dependent
state with the Rookies on its bonier as a separate question, in dealing wi th whioh mea
sures can be taken without any reference to any of the others, even though the measures 

l&jfc? ' may be based on principles diametrically opposite, perhaps hostile, to those adopted
dsi'where, and may possibly have a most injurious elfect on the relations b.d ween some 

other district or state and the tribes without. Looking simply to tho interests of Caehar, 
audit 1 could with safety leave out of sight the considerations which must influence our 
treatment of the parts of the question in which other districts are concerned, 1 should at 
once submit a detailed scheme based on the principles whiolr 1 have advocated consistently 

P  8 during the last four years. But 1 feel that such a scheme could only be a provisional one,
and that I might have hereafter to alter all the details possibly even to modify some of the 
priori,,I, s, .after 1 had learned all that there is to be known about the Tipperah Kuokios, 
the Syloos, the Howlongs, the Shiudoos, and the geography of the tracts which they .
inhabit.

01. The proposal to keep up the road to Ohipoweo, on which you called for a 
report, in your No. 64 of the Oth April, is a good instance of the impossibility of dealing 
with the subject of our future Rookie policy’entirely from a, Caehar point of view. The 
expediency of keeping up the road1 depends entirely on the decision that may be come to 
on the advisability, firstly, of making a road, between Caehar and Chittagong; and 
secondly, of taking such rood through the Ohuihfai Valley. For, if the road to Chitta
gong should n..t be decided on, there would be no possible advantage in keeping up a 

, 7 road as far as Chipowoe, unless, indeed,it were contemplated to retain there permanently
the Buropuan officer aud force which would have to be stationed there during th ■ non- b

gV' struct ion of the road. If any other line should be adopted for a road between Caehar
•p- and Chittagong, there would obviously fie even less advantage in keeping up a road to

f> !‘ Chipowoe. Now, it is impossible for me 10 come to a conclusion, either on the desira
bility ,,f making the rood to Chitt* ;ong, or of taking such road through tho Chumfai 
Valley, without knowing the exact character of the results obtained by the rigid column, 
and t he geography of tlio country in whioh it operated Of course, the question of tho 
practicability and expense of completing and keeping Up tho road as far as Chepoowce can 
bo treated independently of the above considerations ; but previous to doing so, 1 wish 
to point out that the road in its present state is not more than a fair-wen - uer paili. The 

*S bridges put up by us, even if still standing, will be carried away during tho rains, and
, - V m u c h  of tile road will become Impassable, and next cold weather will be scarcely better 

than the original track. If the ••oad is to he kept up, it would be absolutely necessary at 
' the outset to do so much additional earthwork as would be sufficient, to keep the road



bridges strong enough to withstand the ttoods, and. as a rule, not requiring renewal wore 
than once in three years.

If the road to OMpowce be undertaken, it will probably be found necessary to 
divide it Into toiir'sections, for each of whiob separate estimates and ape nhwitions would 
have to be framed. Tho first of these sections would be from Luckipore to Mynadhur; tea 
garden the second would be from Mynadhur to T.pm Mukh; the th.ru Irom .pm 
Mukh to the Tooweclhoom ; and. the last from the Tooeebhooei to Chipowee.

f!‘> T liave rot two estimates for the section between Luckipore and Mynadhur one 
from the Executive Engineer and the other from the Superintendent of Local Roans, both 
of whom know Hi" present track, and are therefore in a position to state »vha» 
would he required to make it passable throughout the year, the Executive .Engineer 
r-t minted for a slightly improved road, six feet wide, with rough timber bridges ; the 
whof- to cost Its. 28,850 at the outset, and to be kept up with an annual ontke of 
■. I , , H-  5 000, not including the cost of replacing the bridges every th.m year the • '

tv" SunerintMoieot of 'Local Roads propose., to make the road » loot wide, and considerably 
improved in gradient, With less substantial bridge- than those proposed by the Executive 
Engineer The cost, as estimated by tho Superintendent, would bo Ks, 29,943. and the 
animal'expense, including the amount necessary to replace worn out bridges, would ig?S
i,‘> IU. Both these tatraiatoB i»re framed on the assumption that, we could get-the

' * wtirV done at rates scarcely exceeding those current in the district. But 1 thmic it 
likolv that Wf should have to pay much high r rates, as tho people employed would have 

'•V ..• u, crimp in the unhealthy and hated forest, while they would have to carry with the* 
sam. ient -applies to last while employed on tho work. The rates would have to be sbU 

iVv ' higher between Myiuuitmr and Tipai Mukh. Indeed, I  doubt very much whether this 
SL. : mud- could be done with the labour available in the district, which needs some rest, alter
f t  J|ie tremendous strain of the- last few months. The Superintendent of Local ltoads has
/ r ho>vovur framed an estimate, which he has >ent in to me, on the supposition that tho . • ^
ifc¥' work mitrht bo done at rates «li°rhtly in advance of those now current in the.district.

The estimate amounts to Its. 98,038 for the construction of the road, and Us. 8,350 lor 
; V  its maintenance. If imported labour were employed, this estimate would he very much

exceeded. I  should add that to tho estimated cost.of making the road there should be ■
ailed the expenses connected with a guard of at least fifty .police required to give 
confidence to the people working south of Mynadhur. Exclusive of tins item, the entire 
cos’ of completing the road from Luckiporu to Tipai Mukh would, if the estunate ot 
Pit-8up riutendent of Local Hoads bo correct, bo about Its. 65,000, and the cost of keeping 

’ ic in repair nearly Es. 16 ,000  a year, and f  hava not the slightest doiiht that in reality y
'liH\ the work would be found to cost much more than double these estimates. But this

portion of the r6ad would be practically unnac d. For even after all this money had been jftjfi
Lent upon *, the road would «till ‘bo a bad one, scarcely fit to be called a bridle track,

!."• I, K,,a would not at any season of the year bear Competition with the river.
HK The third section of the road would be less difficult, an 1 would require 

-f very few bridges; but one of these, that over the Tipai, would be very expen
sive The cos. of the work done on this portion of the mad would, of oourse, 
be in proportion to the diatom* from Tipai Mukh, and a larger guard than that ffli
required on the second section would be needed. On the other hand, this portion of . f l |
the road would be conslantly used at. all seasons of the year by Lnshais coming down. •;;<

&; ■ to''Tipai Mukh to trade. Indeed, I think that it would be practicable to induce the / “t}*
Lnshais ;■> keep up this portion of the road, and this would be far the cheapest and 

- best. ».»*• of maintaining it. 1 may add that, whatever might bo the decision on the
fib-p subiBOt Of the Chittagong road, I should recommend that this bit between Tipai Mukh 7 ®

»«d Voombong should be kept open if the Lushais could be prevailed on to undertake -SfiM
fi'.j’". tdo work. Of course, if it were not to form part of a continuous road between the 

two districts, there would bo no need for the bridge over the Tipai at <he mouth of 
tei that stream, t think it very doubtful whether the road to Chittagong should adopt our
gyt'\ tout,- bt tween the top of Sengboag marked in the map No. 6, and Pachooweo marked
.' No. 9. It is even possible that it ought not to pass through Chipowee. It must be

remembered that from tho time we got to Sengbong, and had from time time to 
> ' make a choice between two or more routes, our choice was necessarily guided by military
|  ant! political considerations. We had. to descend to the Tooweebhoom near its junction

with the Tipai in order to get at the Voombong villages. After we had settled with 
them, we had to go to Facboowee on the great ridge before being able to decide on 
the liiic to be taken in dealing with Chipowee, and Tingridoong. When we decided

Bpi^ L  - * - , \ u >! J,t*2 f f | |



on eoin* to Chipowee, we bad to give up an alternative route to the (teowpa range ! 
winch deemed much easier. Now, we might have descended from Seugbong to t .
'Iboeetoo much nearer its source, ooMo^uently at a higher level, and have &ot i . t  n j 
top of Hie Khofrl ridge, at a point much further north than 1 achiiowee, thorebv 
avoiding the crowing of the steep Parbaohung range. We mightthen havener os ted, 
tiio Tiisii near Tingridoong at a comparatively high level, and got, round to the bmowna 

I - r„n„e without, having to make the descent; to and wheat from the Saireemlooivee, ItWit S fr ’o l X  that t i l  Chittagong road would take this me which , 1 think would
be found shorter as well as more practicable, and far less costly than the one we took.
Of course it might turn out oh exploring the alternative what '"

\t. in it of which I have no suspicion at present,. but X do wot think this likely Irom tuue
P  1 have heard from the Lusitais and what i  have thyself seen ot too country. Until ,

we could scarce! v hope to gain any political advantages in compensation.for the p, ,Ub.t 9
physical disadvantages of our route. The people of Ctopowee say that they do ttrt 
intend to remain on the present site of their village much X b ' ween

C settling on Sengboog, white, under any circumstances, the bit ot o-ir road between
Sengbong and the Too. obhooa might be kept up.

64 Before concluding this report I wish to put on record my testimony to .the, very M
l V ‘ ‘ great assistance wo received from Mr. MoWffltam, the Officiating Bvp.aty Corn

who was before as well as during the progress of tho expedition indefatigable 10 colli ‘ t»«
/•oolies and boats, in searching for routes, and generally, m attempting to carry it t i 

the'miiitmy authorities. Bui in addition to this he had very hard work tu 
'X; con'plying with my demands. I had undertaken to supply food to the l*hee who

S l p k d  the eolmim, and to the local coolies whom I was able to mduoe to serve with 
it There were more than five hundred ot the latter for whom, as well as hn pi. at 
numbers of b o a tm en  and others. Mr. MeWilliam had to, provide sn«cient supplms train 

(jistrict resources and to forward them to Tipat Mukh. He bad also to puntda 
' carriage Jte for the advanced outposts on the south frontier. All this was a tremendous 

. Z i n b on a district so small as «lacksr, and itr. McWilliam deserves very high erod.t
for the way In which all demands were met, as well as for his supoem m *fctnbutm^ 
the wwwuro so as not. to let it toll with audits weight on any class in the di.-tilot. lit* 
K m  well seconded by Baboo Bam Button Kudo, his ooUeetorate nasi*, a most 

» '  useful and deserving publio servant, who seems ns the present .«*« to  have. perfoimed . ;
P V  the almost impossible task of at once satisfying bis superiors and the people, of the <->, ^>,3

Met. In this connection I may ball attention to the good spirit
Manaff# of the Eastern. Bengal Com pan y, 'who ouee, when, asked to supply thirty co. J ■ . 
toeferyonfood to T s f t iZ n tp o s t l ,  sent fifty, and -.tiered so give one ^ r e d  ‘w.oo 
a month if required. I regret to say that there was -cry 

Sf coolies locally 'employed, notwithstanding the unceasing care of Di. Buokle and The medical
® /i J S  L e r  him, <4*>ia% Ore. Uioholson, Harvey and Monteath.. 1 am .deeply grate.

ful to all these, gentlemen for their numv.iUiag and self•eapnhomg kindness and attention, 
jfw ■. ; to myself and all tny people throughout the expedition.

65 Almost all the persons employed under me did well on the whole, hut I can only 
mention hew iiate-o Hum Churn Surra-alt, to whom I owe a great debt rf tratetado

3 7  for the service be did me throughout the expedition. Some passages ML.a letter from
Wj m ; ton Britudier-(Ieneral oommanding the column corroborate *:o strongly my own opinion

‘IriwBaboo tout I .must do myself the tffaMM of them here. General
Bourchier sirs...“ I look upon it that Hurri Thakoor deserves especial P0iom He was.
as i, appeared to mo, indefatigable when even in vary bad health,, and he tor tom y w-o. 
devoted to the interests of the column. One of the most difficult parts Of vour du f  , s, ..

B so to sneak, sifting the wheat from the chaff, ami desertjnwmtuig between reportsi palpably 
false and others likely to be correct, while you had no means of oWaimng onfoi^tion 
except through lusbais whose aim would naturally be to mislead. I rom wha you 
have*told me*C feelsure in this department the assistance Burn ih a W  
invaluable. X look upon it, that a man of las stamp should be liberally rewarded, »»d 
I am sure It is the very best policy to bind such men to onr interests, -lie always seemed 

“ i f e  to me to bo of a stamp we so seldom meet among natives possessing firmness, saf-posse.-
no cringing, in fact a most gentimnanly demeanour.’ 1 can add little to tins 

jg * empWi ic testimony to the worth of Baboo Hurri Churn. But I may remark that
hisPusefuliies>: was not Confined to helping me to collect information. Hut a j M *  **» 

te l invaluable in every department of my work, especially m the management ok wy
coolies atrl the often difficult task of making the .Lushats dearly understand the mature 
end meaning of the terms imposed upon :! • u. X am very anxious that he should 1.



peraanehtly relieved from his present appointment of tehsildar of Hada-kandy, and put 
into such a position that I could make use of his sendees in hill work exclusively, lie  has, 
f  nitiy add, on.- qualification for such work in n rare decree. Ho seems absolute.;- devoid ;.®

i i  : of physical fear. .T have luui the opportunity of » tag him more than SHOO under lire,
|  and each time he was as calm and self-possessed as if ho had boon in his tonsil eutdiei ry.

-------------------- -----

tII.-EF.POBT OF the Political Officeb -with the E ight Column of tub 
Ltohai E ii'ism cn , ,i t -

I ’lvm Captain T. H. TiBWTW, Civil Officer, Right Column. Lushed Tippedilion, to (Re 
" Secretary to the Government of Bengal,—No. 22, dated Chittagong, the 26//-.

f; March 1872.
F / In eomplianoe with the directions oont iinod in the concluding portion of perngraph *,

Proceedings of the Government of India, Foreign Department, Political, So. JiM-SP., 
dull'd hinila. the 4th August 1871, forwarded under cover of your letter No. 5244, dated 
ltnli October ls7 l, X liayo the honour to submit, as required, the final report on the 
operations of the right column, Lmshai Expedition, in as far as relates to the political 
aspects of the campaign,

| \ : 2, The object of the expedition against the Iiushais, which has just boon concluded,
was not. solely that of retaliation ; for although punishment was, if feasible, to bo moled 
out to the guilty participators Lu the lilt raids on Gachar, a still more important end to 
im rained was the deliverance of British subjects carried away into captivity j while 

i;„ ' paramount to both these consideration* was the necessity for conducting our operations 
willi a view to establishing permanently the security of our frontier.

Mja 3 , At the -very commencement of operations in November last year, difficulties of 
some importance were encountered at the outset; the knowledge we possessed of the 

v Iiusliais, of their language and customs, was very imperfect ; and throughout the whole
of the Chittagong frontier lino but six men were found capable of actio a« iutarprhters. .
The information possessed by the civil authorities as to the identity of the actual perpe
trators of ihc raids was vague and incomplete, and our knowledge of tlio paths and local 
diliiciiities before us next to nothing, Never perhaps has an English force advanced into 
an enemy’s country with less knowledge of what was before it, or with more uncertainty 
as to obtaining in any way' (lie desired informat ion.

§ | p  4, The causes of this not unforeseen dilemma are easily appreciable. The local
officers had no communication with the Lnahais save once a .year, when soma few 

fJK hundreds of them came to the annual mela held at Kasstdong. The head-quarters of the 
Deputy Commissioner of tho Chittagong Hill Tracts were from nine to twelve days’

' journey from the nearest Howlong and Syloo villages; no direct trade was carried on 
bv our own tribes with the Juishais, save such desultory trallio as occurred at Eassalong j 
the Lushais themselves were strongly opposed to any of our people entering their 

§f: territory, from tlm not unfounded ideath.it new diseases would ho introduced among
them by closer intercourse with us ; and lastly, oar ally 'Button Toot a reaped consider- ‘ 3m
abi - advantages from being f ho solo intermediary between us and the other tribes : and 

" therefore by every means in his power, either of indirect opposition or passive resistance,
Spught to limit oiir knowledge of and dealings with the lushai tribes in general.

6 At tho commencement of operations, indeed it was a moot question whether the 
Chief Button l’oea would not succeed altogether from his friendly aliiauoe with US and 
espouse the cause of his friends and relatives, the Bowli ngs. I  had been informed that 

Iff* this course had been strongly urged upon him by his brother-in-law Vandoola, tho 
f prin oh ml Chief of the Southern Howlong tribes, while it was known to me also that the >|S

kjjooa with whom Button Poes was not on good terms, had sent hire intimidating 
-f l  messages as to results likely to he incurred by him if he assisted us in any way.
%*, <3. Eventually, however, he chose his course and oast in his lot with us, his deter

mination doubtli*- being somewhat influenced by tho imposing display of force that soon 
begun to a»aemble close to bis villageatPemagiri, and from that time forth until tho 
f lose of tlio 'X|«dition he served us loyally and faithfully, accompanying the force 
personally, with a contingent of his own villagers, during the operations against the
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gylooB, and afterwards himself gokg out anatong the Hfcwlong
the desirability of submission. It was indirectly owing to Button Fooa that Alary 
Winchester was given up, and I attribute it directly to his influence that, in out sutoe*. . 
(fluent advance upon both the Northern and Southern Howlongs, v d were Met with 
confidence by the Chiefs, and a basis'laid upon which toms could be imposed and our 

S I  future relations regulated.
•}. It must, however, be remembered that by his loyal co-operation with us, the OMef 

Button Poea has drawn down upon himself the undying resentment of the Syloos, who 
-ivt .: assert with some show of reason, that it was he who showed us the way totheir country;

wbi 'e ever (die Howlongs Cannot but attribute their humiliation to ms agency, nud will 
Portainly bear him no good will for the part he has taken in the,matter. Indeed (moot 

; ■ Sainooea’s headmen, in my presence (ignorant that 1 understood him), charged the Chief
with treachery in having‘brought the English forces to their village contrary to his. 
pledged word.

8. Button Poea was fully aware of the danger and dcileaoy of his position, for, befwe 
our advance from Demagiri, he formally represented bis difficulties to the General, and ^  
it Was not until I bad assured him (with General Browrdow’s concurrence) tmt at 
close of the opertSISiOBs a guard should he left for his protection, that he became wholly 

i \  and individually our friend.
0, The first advance of the force and head-quarters from te  base at Demagiri was 

made against the Syloo tribe on the 9th December 1871. It was determined that our first 
?:■* movement should he directed against the Syloos for the followingreteops : (1) It was tie

il. -t direct road to Sangbutuai’s and BeufcdM’s, the only two lfowlong Chiefs who wore 
positively known to have been concerned in the Oaehar raids, and in whoso possession was - 
Mary Winchester. (2) There was strong presumptive evidence that the Syloos themselves 
had been concerned' in the same raids. (3) Button Poea was not on good terms with the 
Syloos and would cordially co-operate in any movement against them, while Ins aid would 

f 7  , probably have been but half-hearted had we in the first place determined to attack hie own
brother-in-law Saipojya, who was the nearest of the Howlong»._ (4) The route in question 
was better known, it nresented greater facilities for the carriage of supplies, and, from a 

: military point of view, was considered the most eligible for advance.
10. It was Of course necessary, before carrying Are and sword through the Syloo 

country, to endeavour to open communication with them and invite their submission. ' 
To attain this end I had relied on two means, viz., the internal iarism of a Chief of the

48  Si loo*, one Lemsiloung, who was an old acquaintance of Kline, and over whom! behoved l
had considerable influence ; and that of one of Button Pom’s subsidiary Chiefs, by name 
Lengoora, who had married the daughter of Savoouga, the head Chief .of the Syloo tvi.be, 
gome days before our advance Lemsiloung bad come in to me, but lie had scarcely been a 
few hours in camp when he was seized by an unaceountaole panic, and, starting up, fled 

Mf naked into the jungles to re-appear no more.
11. On arriving before the nearest Syloo village therefore (that of Vaulola) on the

fj, 13th December, I  sent Lengoora forward alone to the village, tolling him clearly why wo . : *
had come and what wo wanted—to communicate with the inhabitants. Hu n as iibseut 
on! y a short time and returned in some trepidation to inform me- that-no lew than five of 

J the Syloo Chiefs wore assembled there with their men, and that they were detemunec. co
oppose our advance • he had, ho said, faithfully delivered my message, but they hid Only 
abused him in return, ar.d ho seemed to think ho had had a narrow escape for n..s .no j p;
nor on any subsequent occasion could threats, promises or cajolements move LeugooM to 
serve a second time as our emissary. Within a short time' ns return, 1 was ’11 "1 -1 
fired upon b an ambush close to camp, and the Syloos having thus refused to ire; I and 
thrown down the gauntlet of defiance, there was nothing left but to resort to sterner and 
more easily understood arguments. The village was therefore attacked nnd taken on no 

. J4th of Decombor.
12. From this date up to the 25th January 1872 the 'military operations of the force 

were continuous. Blow after blow was dealt in quick succession to ihc leaders of the tribe,
and wherever any stand was attempted, our attacks wore equally rapid anu decisive. gjKjl

13. From time to time the enemy would from n distance call out to us, sometimes at 
night, to our sentries, at other times to car ties of our men out foraging, to the effect that 
they wished us to discontinue our destroying course, and that their Chiefs were coming- in 
ic make terms with us. To suolx messages a friendly reply was always given, but the 
parleyed were at the same time distinctly given to understand that our progress > ou; t
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I w  ̂ 'oialvhe stayed by the nppearwiee of the Chiefb themselves wd thmr speed} compliance f t i  ^
S m  S r O  No b’hiefe, i o w r ,  came , neither did tho Syloo* .whenever occasion ; : ?, J

offer'd, desist from attempts to shoot our men. Under these circumstances the Genera,, ‘ .fjH
much against his will, had no option but to contmuo his course to the end.

14. Meantime I had sent emissaries oPmy own, accompanied by some of Button 
' ' Peek’s men, to the Chief Be.nkuia, to demand his submission and the release of Mary 

Winchester. My messengers were obliged to make a long detour by the rear, as we were 
tost approaching Benkuia's oountiy, and if they bad gone bv the front they saw groat M g
riss of boing shot from no ambush as spies or enemies before they could itave had time to 
giro any cxptSnation of their errand. ®h0 Chief Bonkuia. whoso village was now in 
sW t on a distant bill, had had ample opportunity of marking the steady progress of the 
column in his direction, annotated, as it was, by burning villages; and on uiy messengers 
reaching him, he-at once gave up. Mary Winchester, reserving,_however, all queiuou as to 

, submission ortho release, »t the other captives in his possewion. This he did evidently
under the impression that Mary Winchester was the main cause ot our invasion. un<l |© |
believing that having recovered, her, wo should not think it wort.iwhue to advance any .

«  farther." He was known, moreover, to have expressed his disbelief in our ability to pene
trate so far into the country as hi* village.

15 We bad now reached tbo village of the Chief Savoonga, and the punishment of ]' S
the Syloo tribe was complete. Th* Chief (Button Pooea) who had accompanied us thus • : ||

‘ far had, on 'being pressed with regard to the Howlongs, oracularly replied that upon our
arriving at the Tloug Down (the Dullossur Biver) bo would ‘ open Ins mouth m council, M

lt'%1 Oie al.s'O was apparently at on© time doubtful of our ability to reach the spot) : and we 
had now reached the appointed place. It was arranged therefore that I, accompanied by 
the Chief, should advance with a small escort and open communication with the nearest 

' tlowioig village.
I 18. On the 18th January therefore I started with tho Chief and made direct for the
'f'V  nearest village to tho east. On approaching the place wa saw peoplo moving about and
|i ;:> hailed ll-em ; they responded, enquiring our business. But as soon as they learned who

and what we were, they incont-ircntly fired their houses. While the men armed themselves 
and showed every intention of offering resistance. Tho Cluef, Button 1 oea, seemed 

if much disconcerted at those i nexpeotedly hostile demonstrations, and strongly urged upon ?
n<« that under tho circumstances it would bo unwise to proceed any further, as he sax! 
that undoubtedly tho whole border land of the Howlongs Was now filled With fugitive 
R vinos, and if by any accident we were brought into collision with tho tribes mtho ;
llmviong country, </. with any of the fugitives, who had sought shelter with them, „ts ,
Future good offices as a mediator would be of uo avail, and war onoe declared we should 

( have no option but to commence a fresh campaign »,gainst the Howlongs, with a strong
¥ ' .■ probability of being unable to recover a, single captive. On consideration I deemed the

Chief’s roe ,ns valid, and accordingly returned to camp, whore, after consultation with 
the General, it was agreed to send Button Boor round by tho south, and thus attempt 

ar3 to open communication with the Howltnig tribes. Tho next day, therefore, the Chief
i-i, ' departed on his errand, acoompamed by Subadar Mahomed Aaiin of tho po.ioe, whom I
jrfb ' . thought it wise to attach to him as a spociw of moderator or impeller as occasion might

require. ;
jf " 17 A variety of cause* combined now to keep us inactive for some days, chief ; i ,';,i
§  \ fj • among which was tho Unaccountable delay in the carrying out of Button Poea’s • ;V4»

mission to the south j but, as the event showed, liis efforts were, well directed and tho 
Htefc'. tin*© not mie-speut. Having" at length received intirnation of the return of. Ruttoii Poea,
P  and: after in -min waiting un* tlie appearance of Chiefs or emissaries from the trout, tho

General determined to advance, and accordingly on. the i2t.h February the force crossed 
tho Thing Doong and entered the Howlong country.

18. I had instructed Button Poea, before bis departure for the south, to inform all 
tho Howlong tribes that a white flag was universal sign of a desire for peace, and that any 
persons bearing such a flag would be respected and allowed safe conduct through our lines. U

«. On crossing tho Tlong the first thing wo encountered was a white flag, which the Howlongs ’ <?■,
had hung in mid-streiun as a token of their desire for peace, and on the day following I 
mid successful in opening communication with them through the medium of some men 

■v of Button Poeo’s whom I had retained with me. After this everything went smoothly,
Chief after Chief came in, all telling the same story of then-desire to submit and make 

BSS pedK. Example was contagions s for even the Syloos, who had lost everything they had 
m He world, and were post further injury at our hands, made their submission in a body.
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lit The na'MiS of (he different ( hicfs, ,ui th J it f. on nhhli'l v c'i '* '•< n < up die
captives in tlieir possession and made their pear- with Government, have been from time 
to Wm« reported in the diaries whieb T have periodically submitt ed. The terms insisted ' ;
upon were alike with all. They were briefly the surrender of all • captivea s an engage- , 
went on their part (ratified in the mot* solemn and binding manner which Lushtti custom, 
prescribes) to live for the future on (erms of pome and amity with all British subjects 
from Manipur to Amman (inelnding Hill Tipper**), with free right of access to our. :• ■ ;
people throughout their whole country. I append a list of the Chiefs who have sub-. ; «
mitted to the British arms during this expedition.

20. I did not, think it right to 'insist upon the giving of hostages for their future 
good behaviour,r-lsf, as we had no means of ascertaining whether the perrons they might 
offer in pledge were of sufficient social importance to be accepted ; gmf, hostages could

| av' , not l<e kept in duranco, and those hillmeb, wild as hawks, would certainly never volunta
rily submit to expatriation s 3rd, anv hostages so' taken would run great risk of illne*s 

tr$ '' ,md death if removed from the comparatively healthy hill country to the miasmatic term
of tin: 11'll Tracts, and any such death would be sure to give rise to future complications.

21. 'Neither did I recommend to the General that any punishment should he in
flicted upon Sangbunga and Benlam, although they were known to have been concerned . 
in the raids, i'or the simple reason that we; were not in a position to inflict any. The grain ;
and valuables of these Chiefs had been »H removed and placed in safety. We were full./
able, it is true, to inarch through the length and breadth of thoir country, hut beyond the . ,
loss of an empty village or two, which they would themselves burn, we could have in 
Dieted no punishment upon them ; while, on the other hand, we should not have recovered 
a single captive, nor obtained the submission of uny one Chief,

22. My ideas on this subject were fully justified by After results. The anbmie- 
Bi ,n of the brothers Sangliunga and Benkaia, w ho were the first Chi- to come in, led, I 
i - 1 c vc, to the subsequent arrangements which were entered into with the whole of the 
great Howlonc and Svloo tribes. ' When it was seen that two great Chiefs had person illy 
made terms said given up thoir captives j when it was found that the terms imposed were 
licit her unjust nor oppressive, that the persons, of the Chiefs had been respected, and that 
no treachery on our part was intended, it became then simply a matter of time and dis
tance as to wlrnt Chiefs could first oonte in.

23. The Syloos, on being questioned as to their reasons for baring opposed us, and 
for not having made peace before so much calamity had befallen them, replied that they

; had been afraid, not knowing our customs of warfare, and being only too well acquainted . jxgj
with our weapons. They said that the first collision at Belkai had been brought on by 

tv.-' certain hot-headed young Chiefs, and tiiat the main body of ‘ho tribe had nothing to do *
with it, but that after war had once begun they were powerless to stop it, having, they :

BP said, no peace-maker.
2 1. Operations in tho Northern Howlong and Ryloo countries being thus successfully 

terminated, die General then turned bis attention to the south, the submission of tho tribes * 
there being all that Was now required to render the work of the expedition complete. No 
difficulty was expected, in this quarter owing to the intimate relationship existing between 
Button Poea and several of the leading Chiefs. The oourec of events having been fully 
del ailed in my diaries, it will be sufficient for me to say here that our expectation# 'wore 
fully realized, and after a short expedition, lasting some ten days, the whole of tho yd; 
southern Chiefs made tlieir -submission on the same terms as had been previously imposed 

* 1 on the northern tribes.
25. I  have tho honor to annex a nominal roll of the captives who have been, released 1 

from durance by the right column, Nushai Expedition. A noteworthy fact is apparent 
from the perusal of this list. It hid originally bom supposed that the raids made .
by these tribes along tho whole lino of frontier from Amman to Caohar were 
attributable, not to any on® section or tribe, but to bands of unruly spirits, drawn by 
inclination and at hazard from different villages, attracted by the desire for plunder or 
the love of adventure to the leadership of some favorite Chief. Such, however, would 
seem uot to he 1ho case, a# the list shows that, tho captives recovered were, without ox,-op- 
tion, curried off from such part of British territory as v. as most contiguous to the villages 
of the tribe in whose possession they were found. Thus, the raids on the northern Hill 
Tracts and Arracan are attributable to tho Southern lion-longs and the Sbindoos ; th 
outrages on Caehar to the Norihorn Howlongs and to tho tribes of Poiboi and Lalbua, - 
aith which latter the left column have been dealing: while the inroads upon Hill
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^ tO ̂ r:ic<^l>lc to the trib«6 of Button 
I’1:' l\,„ea and the Syloo, whose tribal habitat is conterminous with those parts ot British 
jyv. ' .territory, sfdMHj

26. I idso append wme deposition? taken from the endives given up tv. the Chiefs ‘‘f l E  
Snnsbtmga and Betikuiit, from which it will bo soon that tits Caebar raids were cum
in iued in conem-t with other Chiefs to the north. lu  connection with this circuni-

'fi'/ ' 1 aneo it is deserving of mention that not ti singlo Coohar captive has boon recovered
fch- or heard of south of' the villages belonging to Sangbunga md bis brother.

27. A remarkable ciroumstanco transpired with vneroncc to tho people hold in 
V- . captivity by the Imshais, viz., that all unite in describing : ho treatment they received as

kind hi tiie extreme. In no case has it b n ascertained that any violence i»d.bcen
offered to a female captive, while, as the list shows, many of them have actually married,
and becoming incorporated with the tribe, decline positively to bo released, The captives /■
given up by the Southern Howlong? 5 ,1 to he brought forcibly into the camp, and clung
to ilieir tushai friends, weeping re'eously and entreating that they might not bo made ■ ■

Vi'.1. over to ils. Among the  immhcr of these suppliants was the wife and grown up  daughter
& of DUO ot my omi interpreters, and ho W iis much disturbed'by such an inopportune exhi

bition of unnatural feeling, ascribing it to Kookio magic. Magic, it is true, but I 
imagine that it was the white magic ot kindness and human sympathy.

|f i 28. In addition to t-ho captives actually'released, some 250. person*, residents of the ' /!'?*■
Hill Tracts, who had boon compelled by menaces and fear of danger to leave our territory

Pi'' mul seek the protection of Lusk&i Chiefs, have taken tho opportunity offered by tho
presence of our troops to return to their old haunts, casting oif :w it were the Kookio yoke.

A. considerable number of the jSyh'o tribe, and one entire Howhmg village, bavo also 
expressed a wish to settle under my protection in the event, of ' my village,” as they 
phrased it, being buhl oh the Sirthay Xiong. The principal Chiefs also, in the event of 
Bitch a conthitrency, have premised to visit me, and tiny also asked that, for the greater 
convenience oi trade, a bazaar might, be established at Deinagiree, alleging that tho 

%<• present market fit Kassaloug was situated at an inconveniently long distance from their 
'.villages.

!p' . 29. Tho political results of the campaign have in my opinion been great and
manifold, fully justifying the magnitude of the expedition and 'affording every reason to 

fc&t. hope tli!i! tbe permanent pacification of tho frontier may be attained. The Lushai tribes 
have been forced to recognize tho existence of a superior power, able alike both to reward 
and punish j a firm and secure basis has been laid for our future relations with them,- 
whether commerced or political; their whole country is open to us, and I believe that, 
any Ktirowau could now walk unarmed from one end to t-ho other The severe 1. . sou 
that thij year Ins taught them cannot, at any rate for some time, he forgotten, and a wise 
future policy on our part will render these tribes u  innocuous and peaceful as are now 
the one*; troublesome inhabitants of the Khasi and Jynteah U lls, or to curry tbe virailo '■ f,
nearer homo, our owu Chittugung hill tribes. Wo have gained the entire confidence and

S  allegiance of Untton Poes, and wo haw but to stretch out r hands to obtain in like 
manner the obedience and subserviency of tho other tribes. V' e have, in short, sown the 
seed, and it would be tv poor husbandman who should omit to reap the harvest.

80, The line of policy which Gonemment has hitherto beau induced to follow, via., 
tho establishment of a. line of defence coincident with that of effective jurisdiction, is • :
donhtlosK a wise and necessary measure on suoh a frontier as the north-west, where the a$|
tribes are pre-eminently warlike and audacious, and where the establishment of a Govern- V
meat officer or soldiers beyond reach of support would be almost equivalent to their 
destruction ; but among the tribes on this frontier such policy would bo out of place.
The circumstances, the people, the country, t-hoir social habits and character, are all .•.f'.'q

,i, different, and our mode of dealing with them should, I  think, be different also. Ooncili- ,' s'*
tttion with these tribes is worse than useless; it merely invites aggression, unless wo are in 
a position to punish as well as reward.

81. I have, in the letters in the foot note, previously discussed at some length the 
future policy which, in my opinion, should be pursued or; this frontier, I have now .

»  I. I,otter No. (!, from Civil Officer, Bi^ht Colanm. tttshai Expedition, to Brigadier-, • noral Drown- J
tonriC.K,, Commanding, clitfW 22n4 December 1871, Copy forwarded to Ifcu-al Government under memo- " tW i
raffiditro No. SAi, hated ?,2n<j Decanter ls71, fio- i Civil Officer.

- a. hotter >'■.’■ 13, from tie' Civil Officer, Uisjht Column, Towhai Expedition, to Bri(?i).<lier-<}ei;< ra.1 "! ;',i™
dv, Brownlotv, o n., Comma, ,.!inif, iliicii 2f Hi J.miKirj 1873 Copy tonvimieU to tho Beug’C Government under 1SH

, r of Civil Officer’s letter No, 10, dated 31st January Is, 2
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rneroiy torrid :ua< s;Am i , ovi-ws m. i-. . : ,w , :n,
', rather strengthened the views therein expressed,

32. In all matters connected with those tribe# it should be remembered that they 
aro not a nation but a segregation of villages, a -collection, of small separite rOjwtbllcs 
having no ooh#moe , m  are not dealing with the fagot, but the severed bundle of sticks:
Tlio Chief Saipoiya, in eonvorsauon with wo, himself said that in any future action of 
Government against them it was hoj>od that discrimination might bo used, and that many 
n ught -iot suite., on account of one. llo went on to say—“ All our Chiefs are now ynir 
sworn friends ; if any mo of them does wrong, yon should punish him ; and if he has

sLt. broken his oath cf friendship and is in fault, no one of us will assist him against you.”
33. It would T third; be a grave error to retire to our former position • we have put 

fori-li oor foot- and where wo have planted it, it should remain No permanent pud flec
tion of this frontier can bo hoped for save by bringing those people into closer intercourse ' v :’i  
with us, by encouraging trade, and by pormittihg the Government representative to 
exercise a near and direct influence upon them. None of these ends can be gained ao
long as our nearest bnmr is nine to twelve days’ journey from their villages, and while the 
frontier officer’s intercourse with these tribes is limited to the yearly wela, to winch 
compand iwly hut few Kookies resort, and those only from interested' motives, The mdx 'y'3{sl 
is a legitimate m earns to a good end, but it utterly fails of its-purpose on account of he 

!•""■• disknoe from the homes of the people whom wo wish to attract. Tine prime cause of
ovory human fair or festival is amusement : t®i excuse may be religion or fat oxen, or 
what not j but. from the Bonuui clamour of paitm el-oirectuefio tl(e festival of .lugger- 
nath, or the bathos of Greenwich fair, the main reason for the gathering is novelty' and 
destruction. What the ohildren wish hi see, will bring the parents in trains where the 
maidens go, thither are the young men gathered together, but our so-called mein at 
Kassalong attracted none of the Luahais save n few middle-aged mnn-of-war sent' in by 
their Chiefs, who, leaving their weapons a lew miles from' Kassalong in the Jungle, 
came in with a motley following to carry away », congeries of articles, which, for some 
unknown reason or by a providential "interposition" fell to their share every year in 
mnvh tho same way as did their harvest, save that this latter crop Was hajpsowu nor reaped

84. Mention has been made from time to time in previous correspondence of the 
desirability of raising a Rookie levy for the defence of *he frontier. I  cannot but think /J 
this would be a mistake. The frontier force should be as different from the Kookiea ns f’’ l

IjV,' possible, for like dor* not fear like, and the border tribes have learnt a wholesome rover-
. ence for the1 black eiufe and short rifles »t that splendid regiment the 2nd Goorkhas;

and tor tbe present at least if, would be most inexpedient to instruct these people in any 
way as to the force of discipline and coherence, it being the want of tlieso very qualities 

'., y which gives us onr greatest advantage over them.
35. It has also becu urged lliat another way of dealing with three people would be It 

to strengthen the hands of <.uie parlienlar Chief, and so consolidate them under ono 
head) but surely i t is first necessary to have •: more intimate acquaintance with both 
Chi,, am! people ere any such choice could be made. Indeed, I am disposed to think tin* 
such a plan, ait hough i ,assessing many advantages among an ambitions rare whose Chief 
was struggling with Chief for pre-eminence, would fail in practioe among these tribes 
where such a spirit if it exists at -ill, is found on’; in a Very modified derree. "Wo aro at 
any rate only just enicrt ii;g from the utter d irk;: .-.s of ignorance as to .ill that, concerns ,'i
these tribes, and . nv sinh plan can well afford to tie by until perfected knowledge should -j
bring it, to matniru . Too much importance, however, cannot be at tached to the fostering 
and encouragement of trade with these people, but all commcrc--- should, 1 think, for the 

g: pr< cut, lie restricted to certain recognized centres and be subjected to careful supervision. j
36- * ''-Minot conclude thi report without mentioning how greatly my work has been 

facilitated by the courtesy and kiudness of UrigadiesMGeneral Jirovvnlow, Commanding, v- 
amt his stuff. To the advice of the former is duo almost entirely whatever political 
success our expedition has obtained j but although acting in the strictest subordination to 

A,-'-. him, he consistently assigned mo the most prominent place in «U negociations with the iff
Chiefs, and by every moans in his pmver exalted my position in their eves and added to my v ;  
influence ever them. I  regard my association with him in the expedition as most fortunate.

37. Finally, I would beg to bring prominently to the notice of Government the ::
. services of Subadnr Mahomed Azim of the If ill Tract Police who, by his knowledge <4

tho language and a large experience among the Lnshais, combined with an untiring and



f t o r k /, *1 has done much to aid the attainment of the objects which we had in view. 
l . k>,r.‘ L w a S c e  with Button Poe* had given him considerable influence with the 
rhiVf and it h to this circumstance, combined with %h& Subadar sp&rsoiial *
that heoutire ‘ad epeedy submission of the Southern HovUmg* is mainly «tr,butaWe.
IwtiM  rMpcctfullT submit that the Subadar’s services rwmer him worthy of some 
epemal mark of favor at the bauds of Government.

: is  A t the close of the expedition, u, guard of 100 men (police) was left at, Buttonsaififisdk 5dbC» aass
S i  his by our occupation of the country received m m orW M |. * < * « » »

• exceptions no gifts or rewards whatever wore given to any Chief or Inishui in the co. . y 
we have just vacated,

i -  k.i ' ' I K  by1;;' . - ' ' 'V : ' ' ' : ' ‘P j l f  : •: V ',.;' '';V yv .,*0y£ .V '.'v  Y : '.4 /•K '
P i  iv .—Sribctxos of Cobbespondbncb HTOSESvitrEitT TO lUfi Lcshai Expedition.

_________
m  I  * 4 K k

iV„  . M lf , SOT Bsq.. officiating Secretary to the Government Of Bengal ,»
S e n a ry  ”

. Department, No. 3713, dated Calcutta, the 18tt June. 18,2.
With reference to the correspondence ending with your letter df 120, . dated 82r>J

rektive h> die proposal for the defence of the frontier bordering on he tocher M  nltuno, rdati e l tn I I directed to forward the accompanying copy ol a report* ,m
? r f h v > V l l ? T  Vduw th*i Civil Officer with Left Column, lushai KxpedH.unary 
r r,?  • ntol e with a mpy of the map therewith received. This report brings out 
da ulVtlTereat x^Vm  the results of the expedition which the Lmteuant-Govemor 

! ,sa w ™  Mtoemdv reKrett,-d, namelv, that, iv has not given us a knowledge of the 
eenuuv hetwe«Tca4ar and Chittagong. His Honor very strongly recommends that wo 
1 ul, take advantage of the effects of {ho expedition, and our consequent mbit eons in*h 

l ri t7, " id , eurvev party to explore tips country next cold sen m Urn 
lieutenant Governor thinks we should rcjUire the Syloos to give the party a free | Mtom 

^  .oniti(,nofthe!(;hithlgong expedition of the past season, and 
h, n bv arean'miuent With Sookhilal and the Elijah of. Tipperah, survey towards Cardiac,

I  leaving Bhoeta and jus c o u g j r j ^  «s wconu^ndrf ^ I r .B d g w , X  him
i'', S w 'ith  bi^cxmLr't In this L y  we can to a great extent fill up the hiatus; at present jji
;;V. lift between the explorations ot the two columns.

o Till we know the country, it is, the Lieutenant-Governor thinks impossible to „ .
formlnv deflnfto ptai vSregard, either advanced posts or roads. It is, however «», 
d X ^ y  ^  VeJy desimblo to open up, if possible, a line of communication between
Bewagin and Bepiri liasar.

U 'Phe Liontensmt-Gworaor agrees with Mr. Edgar, that it would not he possible ‘ J/j
to keep up the route by Chamfai without a military occupation of the country. Such *

y  an occupation would no doubt bo the only complete jirotcof ion, and any inner hue »dop...d
•n looift out*!i to the Lustoaifc a route to <)acbar. Still, adverting to tUf* liiiaiwui! dilli.o .* >,'/•••

Z X  w well put by Mr. Edgarjnhfs paragn , he « to 8, it «
probable that lb- Government may not bo willing to undertake such an occupation. In 
tint case tin- Lieutenant-Gtevomor thinks it extremely desirable .ha! an inner nno 

| debiting the Tipi-wh boundary should be laid down, cleared, and, m some sense,
P .  S  iinnonoert with the Bajah of Tippemh. This lino should be earned along the 

ji„ )!„ herra aid Hachik ranges, and tboooe to tho Sorpbuel peak, which Maoris (•> uav 
been uHead/ fixed as a sort of trijuuofion point of tho Chittagong, Uill ripperuh and 

W K:rf S j a i  countries, and was so exhibited in the maps made before the recent expedition. * ' t j | |



H  would put our frontier post on the best point on the
if it, if a.iaoro' favourable site be .found, and would 
i the line of hi* own frontier, 
he mpperah boundary rune south-west by a rig-zny; 
itey well do'ftned. It would remain to explore the best 
Uyi head-waters of the Sahjuck'and our Sirfchay Kh.ig 
>undary between Luskai and northern portion of-the

entirely agrees in the propriety of rendering the 
die various frontier posts as good as possible, and hopes o

turn turner tuuuvy w may bo given for the purpose of developing the
neces-ory arrangements and couuuiuucaUons.

7 'piie a! i. will show Hi* Honor's views a9 regards tho Caohar side of thp question 
and so" far sufficiently answers the cal) for opinion on thft Ctoiutpauder-ra-Chiof s views 
contained in your letter No. 1207 of 22nd ultimo.

8. As regards the Chittagong side, tho Xn-utcnant-Oovemor is disposed to agree 
viih General Browuiow, but will write more fully when the opinions of the Commissioner . ■ 
and .Deputy Commissioner, which have boou called, for, are submitted.

<> The Government of India will also, lm says, no doubt observe that tbe proposed :
line south of Siriha v will be connected with the Banna frontier, and the opinion of the :
Chief (Commissioner of British Burma will bo necessary before a* comideut conclusion urn ,i

O I K '  . be arrived at.

From ,T. W . EboaH, E*y., Cit’d Qflitr with Left Column, Lushoi Expeditionary Force, ■
(o ihc Secretary to the Government of Bengal, dated Alipore, the 5th June 1873.
In continuation of my No. 548 of the 3rd April, to tho address of the Comma*- 

sloncr of I'acoa 1 have tho honor to submit a further report on tlw measures which 1 M
think shout 1 be taken lor tlio protection of the Cadiar frontier and to improve our 
ivlations with hillmen to tho south and east.

■» T beg at the same time., to forward a map compiled from the survey made by . jI 
I bo wirties who accompanied the colorans during the recent expedition, with Homo rough • i 
additions which l hope will help to make tide report intelligible. Tho southern limit |  
id the Caclinr v ills" cubivation is shown by a green lino dipvn from west, to east, and 
ox1 ended iut <> the Munipore hills, where it shows, approximately the southern luui!. of *1  

BfflS* Hi0 ioom cultivation of hillm.-n subject to the .Rajah and living bet ween the Manipur
VoiieV and Cuchar. South of this line and north of that marked •limit, ot LusL-.i 
v i'll a-'ft distribution,” is a confused mass of broken and irregular bill ranges rnegw,. 
from (50 to ■-OOO feet in height aad covered with douse jungle, of swampy .nme-biuikes, 
and of si roams with stem high bunks and muddy beds tor tho greater portion of their :

This tract is uncultivated and uninhabited, except where clearances have oeen 
niade for tt» cultivation, which i have marked with rod crosses. They are all situated on 
bnv hills and »r, mere specks in the great forests that surround them. I best- gardens H 
and the mirdons and villages lying along the culr.ivt.fed frontier to their north are alone 
evnosed to the attacks of the billwen, who tune never been known to advance for 
beroni ti c protection afforded to them by the forests. X nave marked roughly m ri u 
thi' area so ex.K-s.vd. It will be seen that the operation-of the lofc column were carried 

W ii  % on lo tlie south-east of this area, that those of the right column wore south of a. and
, V.: a to t  ;l line drawn due north from the proposed outpost on tho Sirthay Huong wool

u.im.,<t coincide with its south-western corner. These fad* must be kept well in view 
when considering tho proposals made for connecting the Cuellar defences with those oS | e • 
Cbilfi-ong Hill Tracts. It is worth remarking, too, that the south boundary of me ■ _. 
Gschitf Wwtriot runs through the middle of the uninhabited tract.

3 | U joy successive visits to the uninhabited tract south of Cachar and Manipur, 
i M  I have become acquainted with five routes from the cultivated frontier to more or less
|  dittnnt points of the bills. One of these, that taken by tho left column, f have described
§  k  iu mv report of the 3rd April. Of the others, two m  by water,—one up the l)uH«s«.ir

to Ucpati Bazar and ono up the Soma to a point a. few mues Bouth of Lushai JJ;U.
Both olt these are ouly practicable for very small boats during tho cold season, and
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a S * hT S A tS i  “ “I L  m ilT to th e north-wet i. Pof Peak '/, of the tr i™ e tn r a !  n m ) w t o e  «
breaks off into a cluster of difficult spurs, one of wtech b w ! l T o c 3l,v 4U„ f,,8t whiip others eo down to the m o i. Another route is from the lately ocxapicu 

&  torfifee Of .he Noongvai or Paisongrip range, O W  per- 
Lap* the easiest of the land routes, as far at leant as a romt some miles ^  t,“
T W e  not explored further than this pointy bhtJ S m -  

;•;* • range continues unbroken as far M the Ilowlong- country. Phis, hoiveier, is not c m
berated bv «u thing I have yot seen in ike papers of the ChiUagong sur-.« , Ihw d hoped ?.
thnt Captain Tanner's diary would throw some light on the subject s T S  

*. delay in its publication, and I feel that 1 cannot any longer put off the submission ot
report. , ,  V.

4 The hills between Colonel lister’s route and the Chatter Ohoora or Hachik range
'••• are very broken and coni’.eed aluiost. as far south as I have seen them from high points

ny <m the more extern ranges. The low ranges between the Qootur and the Dullesur, how.
ever seem to get higher towards the south, and the R;.«k has the appearance of a dtfinite 
ridueTear SookniW's villages. This agrees with the description given by Upturn 
Tanner in bus memorandum to General Brownlow. CaptainTanner also describesia range.
.•hid. he calls the Too Bang running between the Footurand the lanlnkor Lj,. r.d 
range. 1 think that this must disappear somewhere north oi his most advanced point on 
it, for Wt: have ro knowledge whatever of it on the Oachar side, and he spurs ,imwn v 
from the Hachik towards the east seem to run down to the river. Hr Hachut w a very
well defined ridge, at toast on tlm Caohar side, aud it was along thw that the ib i ioug.
came last year. I t  is possible that the Too Ran r may be connected wth lht\  iJTmib nf 
a simr ,ii;d that the route nmv leave the latter for the former range somewhete south of 

ij,!'.. latitude 24° • but it. is certain that the recognized land route from Gachar to the western 
villages of Sookpilal and the eastern villages of Hill lipperah he*at hrst along the 
Hachik which is held to be the boundary. Mr. Power, the J olitica of Hilt
Tii’porah, says in his left <r of the 4t.b A pril,-11 The territory over whvh the hnjalii has a 
bnid tide nominal control is bounded on the east by a range of hill "tnmng *oathwa .d 
from'Chatter Ohoora to Sorphuel peak, and tram thenM.m amg-z^lmo to Suriaing^
On t ne east of this line, the Lushai land commences, and on the_ west there ,s “ uc‘‘ 

r uninhabited ant! unexplored jungle”  This coincides with all that I haw been able to
K  learn about the Tipperah boundary.

■' 5 Before examining any of the. proposals made with regard to our future dealings
with the Lushai?, 1 shall attempt to estimate our present position and the probai e results 
of the expedition by the light of Colonel Lister's expedition of 1M». P«vimis to that 
year there had been a succession of cruel raids on villages that were really within the 
Cschar District, but we seem to have made no attempt to punish them until the hook ca ■

f dost r„,ed a village situated in what was then forest, a few miles from hriobar. The
expedition that followed seems to us a failure, and I certain,v should not advise a 11 pet ’ ,
(ion of it • but its rapidity, secrecy and boldness, made such an impression on the Lnshais, 
that Oachnr was free from raids for twenty years afterwards, although the lure ot village 

i  cultivation kept steadily advancing during the whole time ; and or the last ten years of /-to to
it  ten gardens were opened out in  the forest thirty -fit® miles south of the most advanced 

’to „f Colonel Lister’s frontier outposts. That this freedom from attack during so many 
veirs was the direct result of the expedition, there can be no doubt. Hie Lusham 
acknowledge it ; the Kuokies hostile to the Lushais, firmly believe it I t  was w unly by 0;< g
a skilful use of the terror it produced that Colonel MuGaHocli was able to induce v onolol 

Av! to enter into those relations with him which gave ' Manipur ' twenty. years rest from
'raids. ' "'iSfl

c Now there can be no doubt that the late expedition must have a muoh greater ’ to;
'to effect than that of 1849, inasmuch as it was beyond comparison more successful, covered 
If®  i  ^ k ly  creator extent of country, inflicted very much severer punishment, remained in 

to . the bills for more weeks than Colonel Lister did days, and did not retire until it lmu 
: ‘ accomplished nil *hat ut the outset had been announced us its object. Again, Colonel

Lister’s expedition was directed against, n single Chief, the villages of whose descendant 
vere (educed to submission bv General fmarohier before the end of December, while the 
recent expedition ma v be said to have disposed of every Chief at all likely to give trouble 
on our side The villages of the perpetrators of the Cachar outrages of 1869, ot those at 
Mouierkhal and Nugdigram in 1871, and of the Maniphr outrage ot both years, have

■ •• iK
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town reduced to comparative insignificance. It is probable that the. same result ii& 
followed the operations of General Brownlow among the Syloos.

7. General Bourphier seems to think that Sookpihd ami his sous did not fee! our 
ilj  power during ttoo expedition ; but he seems to be unaware of the present state of our,

political relations with those Chiefs, which are'precisely the same as those formed by we 
with the eastern villlage*after the submission of the latter to the military force/and tiw 
payment of the Anas imposed on them ; while the headmen of Khalkom’s Tillages, wise 
accompanied ns as hostage to Tipai. Mookh, were men, of rather a superior position to 
those brought from the villages of Poiboy and Lalboorah. General Bourohier’s mistake 

WaBjfe seems to have arisen from his supposing that Button Singh, a Hindoos tani who aooomgaaiod’
the headmen as interpreter, was the leader of the party. This was not altogether au un
accountable mistake, for the Hindoostani must have taken the most prominent part in any 

M1,?!'1, dealings with the military officers when I was not present.
3. I had at first some doubts about the completeness of the submission of the How- : 

longs,- particularly as none of the Caohari captives taken from the AnWarkhal Village 
seem to have been given up by Sangbunga and Benkuia, with whom wo know they had 
been ; but after carefully studying all the papers, I have come to the conclusion that the 
fright they have got 'is not likely to he soon forgotten by them, and I think it probable'

'fjf.; that the Deputy Commissioner of the Hill Tract? will he aide to recover the captives next j'-j
, cold weather by putting i; little pressure on the villages. On the whole, I think that 

there is very little danger of our being troubled by the Lushais of this generation at 
least, and I a.n convinced that if we iiso judiciously the opportunity now offered, wo may 
prevent the possibility of sue!) danger recurr ing in the future. But in the propositions 
which I am now about to examine it seems to be assumed that, there is nearly Us much 
danger of a* tucks as thorn was before ihte expedition, and 1 shall for the present accept 
this assumption for the purpose of my argument, though I firmly believe it to be out rue.

9. General Brownlow, in his letter to the Quarter-Master General of the 1st May, 
proposes to establish a lino of communication protected by strong outposts from Talukiuc ' 
in the Arracan Hill Tracts, to a point on the Sirthay range, which 1 have marked in red •

‘I; ,, and blue on the map, and to extend this line alone the Too Bang range to Gcotur Mookh, y
where he would have an advanced outpost from Cochar. I do not venture to make cv ■ ■ ■

kl |iR |ij( remarks on so much of the proposition as refers to the line between Talukmi and the post
, t i t  on the Sirthay range t but there are serious objections, both geographical and political,- i*

to. the proposed, or to any similar, line in the direction Of Gootur Mookh. In the first 
place it is more than probable, as I have mentioned above, that the range gets completely 
broken up before it reaches the point indicated by General Brownlow,'and certainly when 

7«.' that point was reached, there would be no practicable land communication with Oaohar.
Again, tho proposed post would bo in the heart of the uninhabited and uncultivated tract, 
more than thirty miles, as the crow flies, from the nearest Lushai village, about thirty-six 
front tite most advanced tea garden, and nigh eighty from the nearest point on the limit 
of Caohar village cultivation. It is superfluous to point out that such a post, situated as 
it were in the air, could not be of the slightest use in protecting Ctaohar.

10. If in order to gt •• ont of the unhealthy low hills, the poet we.ro pul further west :;i
on the Hachik or Lyseral range, and the patroll •■'. road carried along the range as far as - 
practicable, the measure might servo to protect Hill Tipperah from the incursions of the i
Lushais ; but it would be of as little use to Oaohar as a post near Gootur Mookh. More
than this, it can be shown that on the assumption that wo are still in imminent danger, of 
attack from the Lushais, such a fortified line of communication a» that proposed, extend
ing from the sm in-western corner of Cacher, protecting the frontiers of Tipperah, Chitta
gong and Amman, end in a manner pressing on the Lushais to its east, would have 
a : mdenoy to direct attacks towards all the frontier of Caohar lying to the east of the line 
of defence, and. therefore, unprotected by it. But apart from considerations connected 
with Caohar, it seems to me very doubtful policy to undertake th< protection <■'■ Hie 
Rajah of Tipporah’s frontier, and to take from him all incentive to watch and restrain 
his lvookies in their dealings with the Lushais on the other side of the fortified line of 
communications, it, must be understood, however, that while opposed to adopting the 
Hachik range as a line of defence, t am inclined to think it likely to turn out the 
easiest land route between Caohar and the Chittagong Hilt Tracts, and the construction 

J » ’ of a road along it by the Tipperah Chief.
H. General Bonrchicr proposes to adopt our late route as far as Pnchowee, then to 

strike across towards the west, crossing the Souai at l.ushai Hflffc. and striking the 
ljullessur at Bepari Bazar, from which place he would take the road 'through Lfeljeekais



village to Den giri I should here remark that t-ho ro»p ou which this route has been 
triced by General Bourbhier is inaccurate, consequently the road, as shown, runs over 
non-existent hill ranges in a line that is in reality, quite impracticable. 'Vobably the 
line the road, if made, would liavc to take would bo that taken by Mr. Borland and myself 
1M yes', in which o-.se the secti u between Holloag and Bepari Bazar w mid nearly 

;;:t wintnde with the green line which marks the limit of l.ushai village distributed. J have 
not. the slightest idea what course it would take between Bepari Bazar and L decks'- 

f :y : , village. Although General Bourehicr does not contemplate keeping troops or police in 
the tiushai Hills, stilt I am of opinion that to make his proposed road of the slightest uso 
as a protective measure, two strong poets a! least,—one at Pacbuee and one on the Noongvai 
range, would bo ueeded. This would virtually amount to a. pe amnont occupation of 
tb ■ country. In my letter to General Bourchier of the 2'rtli April, I mentioned the 
diflioultics ef the portion of route known to me; I have oertnii.lv wot over-estimated 

jjJ-V. those difficulties. I may point out, in addition, that the road between Bepari Bazar 
and Pa-howee would not bo except by our patrol parties for people passing to and fro 

if - between Gachar and Chittagong would certainly make use of the water routs as far as 
Bepari Bazar in preference to making the enormous detour l»y Pachuee.

I f  ' 12. His Excellency the Comiiiundor-in-Chief recommends that General Bourci. • r’s
proposal lor a cross road be adopted as w d as General Brownlow’s for connecting Deoiagiri 

o. , with liopiri Bazar; also that the existing path from Tipai Mookh to Chumpai. should be 
;. maintained. If the latter recommendation w.-re adopted, it seems to me that it would he 

much better to make the cross road from Pemagiri to Chumpai than from Pernagiri to 
Paohowee. Tho didance would bo very much less, the difficulties » »i!d, in all probability, 
not be so great; while a- large force stationed on the hills over the Chumpai Valley would 
kis - in chock the Saktis, the Howlongs. and the S&indus. 1 need scarcely say that such 
mo.ivi would be opposed to the policy which I  have long -advocated ; but if any kind 
of permanent occupation be decided on, iiiis, I think, is the form it should take

is}... 13. It seems to mo that all attempts to maintain roads of fh kind contemplated
by the military authorities must involveWhat is virtually a permanent emu nation of the 
country and that it is such occupation that in former case- ’> made roads valuable 
agents in pacifying- similar tracts. The pacification of tho Khali Hills, for instance, 
was not effected by th< construction of a road so much as by the occupation of a com
manding position by a force sufficiently strong to overawv all the Chiefs. Of course, the 
above remarks do not apply to roads made with the consent and aid of tHe hillraen through 
their own hills, still less to roads carried along our own acknowledged frontier or that 
of an ally, like that proposed between Sirthay Thlang and Talnkmi, or ou which I should 

f’. recommend the Tipperah Chief to make on his eastern boundary.
14, Whatever may be the decision on tho question of the roads, I hope that early 

measures may be taken to organize soiu • means of transport for the military to ho employed 
In Cachar next cold season. The offer of His Ex'-elleooy the Commxnder-iD-Ohief to /■
employ' military labour in making tho roa.ts, would so far relieve the pressur :>.i the 
civil population of the districtbut food and baggage for the troops so employed would 
have to bo c arried, and it is absolutely impossible that the resources of the district can 
bear the strain which, if the recommendations of His Excellency were adopted, would 
pdssibly be even greater than it was during the recent expedition. If a road wore to he 
made along the boundary of tho Tipperah Chief, I have little doubt that he could bo 
induced to assist, even if he were not in a position to undertake th : whole work. But 
oven this assistan-e would bo only partial, and there would be still much labour »;
required for transport, 4c., which I should not think the Cachar District i- in a state to 
give. L earnestly solicit- attention to the remarks on this eubyeot contained in the 4th 
paragraph of my letter to General Bourohier, No. f>4t of the 20th April.

1.5. Measures, should I think, be'taken next cold season if possible to define the 
Tipperah boundary. It will ho wen from lb- Uitb paragraph of Mr. Power’s letter of 
of the 4th April, that the Chief or some of bis people wished to advance the boundary 
to tho “ range of hills west of Bepari Bazar.” This is not very intelligible ; but I think 
that ii may haw meant the assertion of supremacy over Sookpilal’s villages between 
the Goot.ir and the Dullessur. 1 think that, under present circumstances, th boundary 
should be a well-defined range of succession of ranges west of the Gootur, and that we 
should take Chatter Choora as a starting point and follow the Hachik as far as that 
range continue< to afford u definite and practicable line This boundary should be actually 
l id down and surveyed, aud the survey pa y engaged on the work should lake the
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R ratty of completing the survey of the country drained by the tiooto and Bullewiir.
Hnition and survey of this boundary would incidentally open up direct l^ud < > - 
Uon between Caehar and the (iittagong Hill Tracts and as l have before 
ed, the Elijah would probably tod. it advantageous to keep the hue open.

. I  do not think, however, that it would be the bust lino of communication, '
between Caehar and Chittagong for purposes of trade and the uke. A ? L T b * U*ri 
must - to he of &i\v practical value, avail itself of the wuer ■o0»imuni.utttu»i 
C a r  'th a t  U t o T  ln « t southern point at which the D u l l e r  is • C «|,W
Tanner con pictures this point to be m latitude 23 80 . I believe *  ^  •
h  i either case 1 believe that the construction^ a road from H em  am to it «  f
the effect of turning the produce of the Northern (syloo and Howlong Iliil, towa...ds 
Caehar for the depdt .ft our traders on the- Hulleseur wotild be nearei.to tat-ftka u  
Lalboorali than Dtmagiri, and any trade that depends entirely on human ^m ago -triost^ 
to the iiearnest point where water communication is to be tod. At present,- owo as L 
understand, to the difficulty of the country between the Sytooa and H o w W  fmd 
Bepari Barer, very little of their produce comes down to us ; but - t f 1̂  n,c
removed by the construction of a good road, our Caehar traders d ailies • ,
Lusha is would, doubtless, bet greatly extended. Of course, I « n  g-7MnVwt\TrBMl'to' 
practicability of making such a road, or upon toe political ekect« it i*1*L TtV t «,.+s L in '
hare on the‘Syloos, arid Howtongs ; while the Deputy Commissioner of theli.Jl 1 roots is ra 
a position to give an opinion on both subjects.

17 I «houM mot advise any attempt to survey the country to the south-east of i | i  
Peak Z for the present. The wort important Chief m that direction u ^  [ 
whom wo have had no direct communication hitherto; but whokas i"
through Sookpiliil to say that he wishes to form friendly relations withrn. I t *  be 
just as well not to rim the risk of frightening him by too much hmrj at tort ; but o. 
should make every possible effort to got into direct communication with him and nidi 'ho. 
minor chiefs -in that direction. In the course of time, when vve had ttowughly « ^ b  WKd - y, 
friendly intercourse, a survey officer could accompany the Political Officer in one ei M  . ■ 
annual'visits of the latter and complete the portion now left ansurveyed.

18 I am not in favor of an attempt to get up a btg central fair at. present, but 
should encourage, uud to a certain extent regulate, the marts which have been for years 
back established on points of the Barak, the Sr mi, the »^lereur a ^ ^ g ^ u r  Tb *e .
small marts are the natural channels rn wbiv.h our Cacluii- bra.1© the vo.,
and I am altogether averse to any attempt to divert its course by ortriic al »««>-!• 
mart at Tipai Mookh on the Barak will probably in lime become larger. d u  re import 
suit than the other three ; but that should not be any reason tor our discouraging *“0 
latter so long as the Lushais wish for them.

10. I  think that the posts .mentioned by General, B.onn.hiet iu his.19th paragraph 
should be kept up with the exception of that on the llengtl I’ahar, of the utility ot 
which l am somewhat doubtful. The point was taken up last cold weather on_ my rtren| 
recommendation. ! then wished for its occupation not so mfteh for purposes ot 
defence -  -ter l do not believe that it in r talily defends anything,—bu» m a kind of cheek 
upon Sookpiltd who I expected would look on it as a possible base of. ojicrations, from 
which at any’moment 'another column might advance on lua village* in cane h« showed 
nSJositiontoaid  the villages we were about to attack The; v mg
success 1 expected or hoped from it;  hut a repetition of it, this ywr might bo or g 
V well” once too often.

20 I quite agree with the Brigadier General in thinking that tlm tracks between 
the out osts should bo kept open ; but I think it is still more important to connect the* 
outposts by tliOH’ughh good roads with the head-quarters at Silchar. I own th.it I am 
surprised that so little stress has been laid upon this point by the military authotuu-.
1 believe that Government is aware bow hard l lr  Mc\\ illnm and l have work< d ou t 
Caehar roads, and that we have been tolerably successful within the cultivated Portioni ol 
the district; but beyond it ive have found the difficulty of got' rag labor almost uisuper- 
ahle and the sections of our roads newest the outposts m the to r t*  are not in a m .s- 

torv state. But now, as His ExoeUen sy the Coramander-m-Chief has proposed to m d  
uaeof military labor for road-making, the sections of roads connecting the outposts with 
the cultivated portion might be completed. 1 have roughlyjihowu with blue crosses.oa 
the map the section which I propose should bo -constructed by the troops during the cuW

.



■ J >ulles»aur through Cnlleohem 'to J hulnachemi s I would connect both places directly <M
with the post on the Chatter Choora.. The main district road from Silohar to Hylakandy t’4
through Chota Jalmgha should have a branch from the 1 at named place to the outposts 
at Laharbund, or to Kolasib, if that post be maintained. The road, between Kugdigmut 

• aid Motiieri hall should be completed and continued across the Bhoobuas to Mynadhur.
In all oases, the roads should be thoroughly- au.l well constructed for use in all ; 1-4,

weathers, and should bo substantially bridged. Mere hold weather tracks can bo of no 
4 ;' permanent value. The bridges could be probably marie by the soldiers under the direction 4 l

of a few sappers, if tlio latter could be spared. If the troops employed in the coustruotion 
of the roads above enumerated should have finished, their works before the rams, they '  J
might be ample. >/d in making a rood to Kaimong, a point on the Noongvai range south . 
of Bong Bong, where I would place an advanced outpost instead of Kola Sib, if any such 
post were thought accessary or advisable.

.1; 21. In conclusion, I shall enumerate the leading {joints of the policy in dealing; with ’!p
the bul imia which 1 have advocated in this and previous letters, particularly in my 

[i • report C of the 35th March 1871 s—
1®44''- lrjf.—The Deputy Commissioner of Cachar, acting always in concert with the

.peput-y Commissioner of 11/: Chittagong Hill Tracts, and with the Political 
H  Agents at Manipur and Tipperah, should aim at being in constant per-
fey.: :;- soualcommunication with Lushais.

2nd.—He should do all in his power to induce them to settle off tlieir portion of 
llie uninhabited tract.

3rrf.—He should encourage trade at the, marts chosen by the Lushais,

4fA.—Efforts should bo made to induce their young men to spend a fow years in a
rough levy, which should -be.composed exclusively of hill men belonging to , j% : i-y 

W  tho frontier.

&th.—Wo should endeavour to put within reach, of the people means of gv' ting V -
elementary instruction, particularly in handicrafts, for which they show 
great aptitude.

6th.—We should keep ourselves well acquainted with the movements Of all our
own Rookies wherever they may be, and, as far te possible, regulate their . ‘ 4

|y' : - relations with the Lushais.
7lb,—Wo should connect all our outposts by roads, iu the first instance,, with the 

head-quarters at Silchar, and afterwards with one another.
H ,  ' i, 1 , ' ,

These roeommondations may not soem of a very ambitious character ; but they agree. Jf
in the mailt yj$6h the polioy devised by Colonel Lister,,one of the ablest officers who’ has

K ever been on the frontier. That policy, as 1 have shown in a previous report, was not 44
oarried out in its entirety, and was eventually dropped ; but it certainly was successful. "4
as far as it was applied.

22. In addition to the foregoing general recommendations, I have proposed that ?1
tho eastern boundnry of Hill Tipperah be defined and surveyed during next cold weather. ,

fi if possible; that an attempt should be made to survey the country drained by tho
ilullcusur and Goosur ; that, if found practicable, a permanent tract should be kept open i
hv U» Tipperah Chief along his boundary from the south-west corner of Caoliar to tho A l
north-east, corner of the Chittagong Hill Tracts; and that, the Deputy Commissioner 4 4 ,«

4of the Hill Tracts be consulted on tho advisability of his making a road from Domagiri 4-.h
•' to Bepwi Bazar, with a view to facilitate trade between the I low-longs and Sylons and 

the people of Cachar. I have not made any proposition for my own action during the ?;i)
,< cold weather ; for until I know generally the measures likely to be adopted by Govern- < "

-nient, it will be impossible for me to lay out definite plans, Iu any case, I should like to !
meet., if possible, in the Lushai country tho two Political Agents' and t he Hill Tracts I
Deputy Commissioner.

f|t‘ j j jm  (>4*^4, * n ‘i

■
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F rom  A, MaOKSMZW, O fficiating S ecre ta ry  to  the G overnm ent o f  B en g a l, in  the
Judicial Department, to l\* Secretary 'o tie. Government of M ia ,-  S o .  0 5 0 , dated- 

|  Calcutta, the \Stk July 1S72.
Io com: motion of paragraph 8 of my letter No. W13, dated 18th ultimo, 1 am now 

•liwvWd to submit, for the consideration of His Excellency the Govern* Genenl id ' 
Council, reports* bv the Commissioner of Chittagong and Captain Lewin upon the detenoe 
of th- < Ihi-iagong Li ill Tract.-;. It will be seen that both tlirai officers arc practically in 
accord with Brigadier-General Brownie*. and approve, with slight moduli* um\s, the ^
measures propraed by him in his letter .of the 1st May to the Quarter Master -oiieral.
Briefly, these measures may be said to consist iu the abandonment of the present small 

Ki isolated idsts which, lying among broken hills and dense jungles, are _ useful nmtbor for 1
protection nor defence, and tho occupation of a permanent line of defence lUrtto-to the 
past,' where the open and continuous summit of the Oheepoom range affords, healthy sites 

: for two or mow strong posts ami facilities for regular patrol.
2. Tho Lieutenant-Govern:w is decidedly of opinion that the plan of talcing the 

OUeopoom as our Sine of fn.n'ior to tho east should be tried, The anticipations eutor- ■ ,’W
taiiied as to tho effect of this stop may he a little sanguine, onr knowledge of the wwtntr  ̂
being at best imperfect, but there is much to be said in its favour, oven, one season's 
explomtkm ought to furnish the means towards coming to a conclusion as to the practical 

f,,. merits of the scheme proposed.
8. Both Mr. Hwikey and Captain Eewm in discussing tho question have, tho Lioir,.'- 1 

nant-Governor thinks, gone too far, and entered into matters not- necessarily involved <n • 
the proposal now before Government. His Honor has no idea of keeping up a_Deputy 

' apid Assistant Oommiwioner solely as frontier agents, still lew of forming a Chittagong
district, a lull tracts district, and a frontier district. The work of the present hill tracts 
did,riot is not from any point of view heavy, find the Lieutenant -Governor simply 
i reposes tint the Deputy Ootumissiooer of that district should also occupy himself with 
the frontier operations-generally, control tho frontier posts, and establish relations with 

P  the frontier trie." IIL Honor will not therefore here enter into an. ouratiou of re- f
distributing tho administrative staff of the hill tracts, hr propose any-nddition* thereto.
A» re i rils number, thw staff is in hh opinion sufficiently strong for all tho work hofore 

Ky jt' (• plain Lewin lias at present four European officers at is disposal including police
offic, These have however, been withdrawn from other districts to meet the demand* 
of the hill tracts, and no sanction lias yet been given to the appointment- of others in 
thdr t>koe. For this there is, however, a really pressing lieod. Assam being in fact at 
lire sent seriously under-handed. Tho Licutdnant-Goveruor would therefore ask that 
sanction may be given to the addition of two Assistant Commissionerships on account of 
p jV i”, tracts ; that is to sav, that lie may bo y  rmitied to appoint two of the officers now 
emnloyed there. Lieutenant Gordon and Mr. Knyvott, to be Assistant Commissioners in 
the Bill Tracts of Chittagdfig, one for frontier work and one for civil work, their places 

1'• being supplied for for work in other district®,
4 Tb" Lieutenant-Governor would also again press for the • appointment of *

European medical man to the hill tract# district. The grounds for this application were 
-et forth in the letter from this office, No. .269, dated 18th January last,, in reply to which 
vour letter No. 3650, of the 24th February railed for certain information as to the 
number of. the frontier force usually a! head Quarters arid the distribution of the rest of 
the force. The question was allowed to lie over, as it  was thou nearly certain that radical 

■ changes in  the scheme of frontier defence would very shortly be proposed. Under the
ptm now submitted for sanction it will be seen that the greater part of a £«r« of 500 
men will lie stationed in advanced positions cat off during the most unhealthy time, of 

L  tjte yea r from easy intercourse with head-quarters, and in circumstances where a European
surgeon is almost a necessity. The great success which has attended the work of the 

!■ V: jjjtMiuul officer, Mr. Cooper, in the Nag* Hills, induces the Lieutenant-Governor to believe
that then?, too the presence of a medical officer with the frontier force might be utilized 
and made a most effectual means of establishing friendly relations with the .-frontier 
tribes. Ho hopes that the Government of India, will favourably consider the request, of 

|  jfel t  i '." the local officers for such an appointment.
ifei't' 1 ----------------- ------------------"   “  — —— - - ——— • * -  :8

* No, 387, datad the 21st Jane 1872, with enclosure*,
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suosess of the whole plan depends
6. I t  will not, His Honor thinks, bo w w w y  *« maH % i ? \ i K n  In

IS  W*h K S S S f  offii™“ hcro Urns »  J™w® £ g* " | S  ' j
f f S S S ^ M J S A  V
menfc of 33 runners may be separately sanctioned.

V 7 Captain Hewitt's proposal M establish, a bazar a t Tfemapri. is 1
. ri;« ITmmr's uhtire surittorf l  am to ask sanction to the advance of ■!has His 11 « • - ’ PI. ™ t ftnd establish there in November next • sutheient

end'  ̂to tho Mpoimnentof a native officer on Us. 50 per mens, in to  
Inquires will be made from the rhief Comunssiouer of British 

•> Burma as to the way in which the Amman HiU 'tracts baa r is managed.
H The Lieutenant-Governor trusts that the Government of India will now to d  

its.it in possession of sufficient information on which to pass party orders, t l 'i t  all 
arrangements may bo put early in train tor any measures to be undertaken during ttie 
easuinu; cold season.

. . . .  .. ?Wmi
p  . From C. U. Aitcvhbon, Esq., Scrotum *» Government of
$■: ; mtHt> to the Officiating Secrtary to the Qo<oeri*ment oj Seagal,—No. 18S3 f ., ita.eii
■ _ Simla, the 4M September 1£>72.

T am directed to acknowledge receipt of your letters noted below on the subject . v:
of the defence of the Eastern Frontier of Bengal, and, n reply couiniuntccl. the

'..f..' following observations and instructions of His Excellency the Viceroy and Govmno -vj
$■ General iu Council.

2 The general policy of the Government of India on the question of the front o r ’ '•.
defence and the friendly communications to be maintained b y th e o f h o ^ d th c  Frontier 
District with the Imshai tribes, lias been explained at considerable length w  my le tte r 

• . marginally noted t and as the Inentenaut-Govemor baa been mb ,ncd m my letter
No 55d l \  dated 8th  March 1W2, it is the desire of the Government of India that the, ; ,
policy pres ribed should in all Rs main features be adhered to. In  the It,solution of the 
S 'v c rn m c t of India. No. 14591*.. tiled U th  Ju ly  . W l ,  IIw feu* lbucy m Council 
desired that advantage should betaken of the Imshai Expedition to procure ad the in
formation neoessary-for » decision as the best means of protecting the fronti rand, the 
lino of posts to be established on the Chittagong border. The information now submitted 

m is of groat value in the consideration of the subject, and although final orders cannot he
passed until more is Known of tho c .entry between Oicliar irid Chittagong, His I * J “ * 
leuey in Council is now in a position to give such inetructions as, it is honed, will lead to 

11) •; a definite settlement of the question by the end of the ensuing cola season.
3 His Excellency in Council concurs iu the objections taken by the Lieutenant?

%  Governor in paragraph 3 of vour tetter to the Government of India in the Military
Department No 3713, dated IStli June, to open out and keep up the road through

m k ffi ----------------------------------- ---------------—. ■ m
No. 9827, anted 250i Jane 1872.
No. 3BM, dated 15th Jane 1872.
No W17, dated 1st July 1872.
No, 0270. dated 18th July 1872.

Witt No. 216tlP., dated 12lh Deecmlioi 197S.
N«. 430, dated 1st March 1871.



ffj i Gtanfai to Chittagong. Nor dot* he consider advisable to, attempt to construct and m«n-
toin the toad through Cbipooi mid Began Bassar, adroostod by Brigadier Geuerai Brown- v 
low. Apart from other objections which might be urged, the physical difficulties end 

§4, the great expense which the const,TOothm and maintenance of such roads would involve
jf prevent His Excellency in Council from taking either project into fa vourable consideration, .

m&l At, the same titrio Mis’ Excellency in Council considers it advisable that the District.
I Officers in Cachin' should give every encouragement of the Lusbais themselves to main

tain a passable road Of their own to Tepai Mookh, at, which point they ram o*it i u < «■v 
water-carriage to Cachar, and'where, if a mart be eventually established, they Will meet 
the traders from British districts.

4. -As regards the defence of the southern boundary of Cachar, there is a unani
mity of opinion tli.-i the present posts should bo maintained, or now posts selected iu 
better situations, n..d that the posts at Wbrnierkhul, lharbuad, Julnacherni, at.d Cnutter- 

fwfe? clioora, or such other posts as may he established, Sn their place, should he Connected by .
, cleared paths, and have communications opened out. by roads to the roar connecting them 

with supports in the settled districts. Iam to forward, for His Honors information, 
a inemonnirlum dated 30th July, from Lieuienant-Colonel Huberts, which may prove of .j, 
much use in determining the sites for the posts on the Cadi ir frontier, sunl. the fy! 
strength in which they should ho held. It is necessary for the effective protection of the 
frontlet: that the posts should be placed on.commanding positions and no! in the valleys.
When a l rial determination has been come to by the localauthorities #8 lo the most 

fe , . advantageous positions, for the posts , His Excellency in Council would wish a definite
report to bo submitted. The posts, when occupied, should be connected and supported 
by roads in the maimer suggested, and His 'Excellency iu Council will be prepared to 
take into favourable consideration estimates for their construction, either by military 

sje labour or otherwise, as redemimonded by the Lieutenant-Governor.- The line of defence
in this quarter, running, as it does, at right augles to the mountain ridge* and drainage 

S| of the country, presents many difficulties, which should receive very careful consideration.
6. His Excellency in Council agrees with the Lieutenant-Governor that Opportunity

f  i \  should be taken in the ensuing cold season to have a careful and accurate survey made of ■ ,’i
the who f country between Cachar and Chittagong, embracing also the country to th< 

j f j f t - ■ south of Teak Z His Excellency in Counoil does not think the reasons advanced by .Mr. ;!
W U  . Edgar in paragraoh 17 of bis letter of 5th June 1872, are sufficient for excluding the /. ,A

portion of country south of Peak 55 from the survey. On the contrary, he considers it 'M 
necessary that as complete a knowledge is possible should bo obtained of the whole 

H I  country between the eastern frontier of Hill Tipperah and th© range on which that peak ' ■;
is situated, and between Cfwhar in the north and Chittagong in the south. His Honor 
is requested to report specially what measures should be t;i»keu, either through the 
Hist riot Officers or otherwise, to .secure the safety of the survey party which the Survey 
Department will bo instructed to arrange for. in direct, communication wi:!> the Bengal 
Government. It will pr -bably be desirable hereafter more fully to explore andsurvoy Hill 

!* '’■ , Tipperah . but this is a matter which may be left for future consid, ration..
G. Subject to such results as the exploration to bo undertaken in the cold season j 

may produce, His Excellency in Council agrees with the Lieutenant-Governor that, the ? 
eastern boundary of Tipperah should be defined. Probably, as suggested, thu best line 1 
will be along the Juluaobcera and Hachik ranges to the Sorphuel Peak. This lint appears j 

f e | to correspond with what Mr. Edgar'describes to be the actual limits of Tipperah j and if
0  it prove otherwise suitable for purposes of defence, there will be an advantage in adopting

that line rather than the Rai Jan and ToWHtug range, as proposed by Colonel Brownlow. ;
* ■ Mr. Edgar states that it is doubtful whether the latt or range runs on to Cachar, and from :

paragraph 20 of Captain Tanner's memorandum, euclosed in b;- letter of JkHb March | .  
1872, to the address of General Brownlow, it would appear to pass through a 1 Orest j 
country, and to leave Sookpil.-d’s villages to the west of, and within the line of defence, i, 

jw& • The precise line, however, which it may be necessary to adopt, cannot be definitely settled . , ■■ ■
till the result of the further exploration i« known.

7. Whatever may be the eastern boundary laid down for Hill Tipperah, His Ex- k
celleaey iu Council considers, as you faavo been already informed i s my letter No. 17C., 1

ffitt 1 dated 'Hth April 1871, that the responsibility for the ddftmoe of Tipperah must, m the
first instance, rest with the Rajah, under the guidance and advice of the Political Agent.

If:;; .For ibis purpose it may be advisable that the Rajah should be required to entertain a small
||%: body of picket and drilled men, who should he located in such posts on the frontier m f fj
PH may he selected by Government, and whose supervision, distribution, duties, and effi- |
K f l  cicncy it should bo the duty of tho Political Agent to see to. * <



8. From lira Sorphuot Peak, lira Lteuten.Jit-Governor proposes to ran l.ho defence 
li«« by the best ridge that the survey may discover along, the Sirthav Kl&ng, and on to 
the British Burma frontier, joining the advanced post in Arrakau at Tniukmo. From 
Captain ©Miner’s memorandum, already referred to, it appears that the best line will 

h, . cither be the Oheepoom ranges or the Saichul range to the west of the Oheepoom. Both 
appear to join a few miles north of the Burma frontier, which they cut at a place called 
Kcokrndong. The most southern post proposed by General Brownlow on the Oheepoom is 
do miles from Tulukme, In connection with this mutter, X am to convey the desire of 

■■ . His Excellency in Council that His Honor the Lieutenant-Governor should oomumnioato 
directly with the Chief Commissioner of British Burma in regard to the connection of 
the Chittagong frontier with that of Arrakan, as well as on the subject of your letter 
No. 1017, dalod 1st July, and that the Government of India may thereafter be furnished 
with a (lofinii.o report as to the ridge on which the poets should be established from 
Sorphucl Teak southward, the poiuts at which the posts should be Ideated, and the 
strength in which they should bo hold. Til! this report is received, His Excellency in 
Council will ron"vo his opinion on the question put forward in paragraph 5 of your letter 
No. 4271, dated 18th July, viz., whether the ridge should he hold by two or more strong 
f>6sts, or by one strong post with smaller guards on either flank. I am, however, to draw 
attention to the views of Government already expressed in my letter No. 21661’., d:.= •*!
12tli December 1870, and to state that whatever bo the line of frontier deb no-, eventually 

; - j dopted, the line of posts ranat not be beyond the limits of our actual jurisdiction, and
*lA mo udvan̂ ed posts must be thrown out without the previous sanction of the Government

of India, Mhould the boundary through the Sirthay Klang he adopted, it will be cutler 
for special report how this will affect our relations with Hutton Pcooa, and whether i:o is 

;•! willing that his possessions, west of the ridge, should bn under British jurisdiction. For 
the present I a,in to remind you that tlw post .near Button Fooeu’s village has only been 
temporarily sanctioned.*

0. When the frontier lino is once defined, the instructions already issued sufficiently 
provide for the duties of the civil officers beyond it. These are to leave the tribes a* far 
as possible to manage their own affairs, to cultivate trade and friendly intercourse with 
them, to endeavour to establish personal influence over the Chiefs, and to maintain such 
vigilance along the line'of defence us to deter the -tribes from com mi Ming raids, or to 
cut off the parties, that may attempt them. In carrying out this policy, llis Excellency in 

, -Council thinks it will be best to maintain tlra existing marts described by Mr. Edgar in 
paragraph 18 Of iris letter of 5th June. Opportunity might, however, bo taken to run 
a road from Demagiri to Bepcri Bazar, which will give two outlets to Lusliai trade,—one 
by water to Cachar, and one by land to Chittagong. The road should ho a mere trade 
route, over which no attempt should be mado to exorcise any jurisdiction, and which, 
when constructed, the Deputy Commissioner of the Chittagong Hills endeavour to got $ 'Ja*
the Lushais themselves to keep up.

jii(t,; 10. I am hero to invito attention to the views expressed by General Brownlow in t j >
paragraph 11. of his letter of 1st May 1872, regarding personnel of the frontier police, 
and the advantage of employing Goorkbas. His Excellency in Council considers this 
matter of primary importance. In the event of a recurrence of raids, the first skirmish » f&K
may be of the utmost consequence, and no other considerations should bo allowed to 
interfere with the fighting efficiency of the force, His Excellency in Connell observes 
that the Commissioner of Chittagong has expressed himself strongly in favour of 
Brigadier Browulow’s recommendation in this respect.

11, Hk Honor the Lieutenant-Governor will, I am to observe, doubtless adopt 
such measures as may seem desirable, with reference to Mr. Edgar’s remarks Us to the j '. **§
supply oil labour in Cachar.

v;r; ‘ .
’ . ’j 12. Lastly, Tam to state that His Excellenoy in Con noil agrees with the views of 

llis Honor the Lieutenant-Governor, as expressed in Hie 3rd paragraph oi your letter 
No. 4:370, date! 18th July, viz., that there is no necessity to enlarge the establishment of 
the Chittagong Hill Tracts in the manner proposed by Captain Lewin and Mr. Hookey.
Regarding the proposals (I) to appoint- Lieutenant Gordon and Mr. Knyvrstt to he 
Assistant Commissioners in the Hill Tracts, their places in their districts being filled up,
(2) to appoint n, European Medical Officer to the Chittagong Tracts, and (3) to grant . ’• v
-------------- *-------------- —--------------- -------------------------— ------------------------ 1__  . ,'of:

f  See letter No. 556P.,dated 9th March 1872,1  ;-v;: - JS
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Captain Lovrin an ad Vi,.itceoi'Its. 8,(KW t(> establish it bazar at Demogiri iu November 
next, and to appoint 6 Native officer on Its. 50 a month to superintend that bazar, n 

| /  v. separate comau.uito.tku will shortly be addressed to you.

jWorn A. MACRjRSfZTE, H»q,, Officiating Secretary to tie  Government of Bengal, to tie
Secretary to Ike Gavenimeat of M itt, in the Foreign Department,—'No, 3140, dated

I  am directed to forward, for the consideration of His Excellency the Governor 
$/.<•' Goaomi in Con noil, the papers noted below* containing the reports of the officers

who were, in accordance with tl»o orders contained in paragraphs 0 and 6 of your letter 
j';y(l Mo. 18831*., dated 4th September last, charged with the duty ol exploring the eastern

fror tier of Hill Tipperah and the country lying between Western CtuiW arid Chittagong.
3. The Lienuuiant-Govomo:- is sure that the Government of India, on-a perusal' 

of those report#, will concur with him iu awarding very high praise to both Captain 
Ihtdgtoy and Mr. Power for the maimer in which they executed their difficult and toilsome 
tusk. Captain Bsulglcy's munermw and energetic services ell a similar kind are > oil 
known, and the Lieulcmiit-Gtovornor only hopes'that the Bengal Government .may Lav© 
more of them. In this instance, the success of the expedition was largely due to Mr.
PeWer, the Pbliticid Agent ' of Tipperah, who spared no personal trouble of any kind 
to enable Captain Badgley to aocomplish his survey, and accepted a responsibility ln « 
difficult idtnation from which lie extirpated himself most successfully.

3. Wo have at last succeeded in o; rrying our explorations across the unknown trout ? 
between Gaohar and Chittagong, and completed what was wanting in the results of the 
Irnahai expedition. The .Lieutenant-Governor trusts that we shall not lose ground in 
future, but increaso our communications with, ami means of transit through, that part , 
of the L n # i  tract that intervenes between our own districts of Cachar and’Chittagong.

■t. i t  will he soon that it has now been clearly ascertained that the western part of 
H i’il Tipperah is quite uninhabitod. and that there are no unknown tribes living there 
who could haw com mitt ed the raids from which Sylhetand West Cachar hove in former 
veers suffered. Wo Iiave to guard against raids by tribes that we now fairly know.
The Lieuteuant-Govennor agrtass with, all the officers whose opinions to has h id, that wo 
cannot expect the Knjuh of Tipperah to organise an efficient frontier defence, and that it 
would not be much use .if he could, so king as the country is uninhabited.’ It in shown, 
conclusively in the reports that a oliain of posts along the Hachik or Jauipni, i oft 

S'y , the eastern frontier of Hill Tipperah, could only bo kept up at on enormous e vjic.nse
which thai State certainly i . ld not support, and which would bo almost certainly 

fe: e:. useless if established. 1 Jljj
5. The conclusion whiolt His Honour has been lod to to rn  by a careful review o! 

fel all tlio data before him is, that our proper course is to hold a certain control over these
Western Lushais, and by encouraging communication and familiarity—to do in fact what 
Captain Butler is doing so successfully among the Angarni Nngns. How this cun, he • ?•".
believes, ho done, the Lhmtenant-Govoraor will now proceed to explain.

C. It is shown by Capta in Budgley and Mr Power that Spojcpikl, tlv most powerful 
Chief of the Western Lusfiuiw, and since the ex pedition probably the most powerful Chief 
in the Lushiii Hills, has been moving back his villages from tlio Cnchar side, and L-as . : '
brought himself within one day’s march of the village of Lttljeoku, a Syloo Chief well 
known in the Chittagong Ilill'Tiwjts In LuljevfcaV village, during all last cold weather, 
a guard of our Hill Trwts Police was stationed at the special ropuest of the Syloos who 
entirely supported it while it remised there. Nothing would, it is believed, bo more i 
agreeable to the Syloo Chiefs, whoso Sole aim since'the expedition has beenfe cultivate 
iniiinato relations with us, than the establishment of a. post in their midst. A rel'erenoc 1 
to the report by tlio Commissioner of CuiUugong, No. 393, dated Pr,h May, forwarded ' 
with nxy letter No. 3160 of this day’s date, will show precisely how matters stand on the - f  ' 
Chittagong 1 i'lo of the Lushai tract. The oountry where the post would be Is high and 
healthy, is inhabit'd by a friendly tribe, and is in communication -with the strong post 
of Sirthay, '.vbich must, it is certain, bo the centre of our system of defence, and bur 
ohiuf means of influencing toe Chittagong Lushais.

• f r o m  i'-..- iv.tuicni At . ui, H1U’rinperah, x. UL dated the SBili M; * 1873.
from iiu: Purveyor General of ioaia, JX’o. BSF ilulud the UlU July I o'3, wiili naneitirea ivnd maps.



?. The Lieutenant-Governor has already, innsy lottor to tlie Military Department,
No. 1765, dated 7th May, forwarder! to you with my endorsement No. 1766 of tlui* date, 
suggested that the establishment of si post at or near Laijookn’s village would be a 

;i desirable measure. He believes that, ii Is o:l! little use to be content with assutnin: an 
; . attitude of suspicion and ysiMi'-hoslility by- establishing a mere chain of defensive posts.

! and keeping the tribe* outside these. It" is, Hie Honour thinks, bettor to plane ourselves at 
oueo in communication with those whom we seek to influence. He does not propose to 
govern them or control them directly, but to take up a safe position near them with their 

i;' own consent, and to bring the political inBitenoe of our omoers directly to bear on them
' : as we have dono iu tho Naga Hills. In my letter of this day’s date on tho southern

• dofeuoo line, tho Lioutouant-Govonior bis -alluded to tho healthiness of these upper 
rangas as compared with tho posts at present occupied by us at Ruugaraattee and else- 

; where. A copy of Captain Lowin’s letter No. 616, dated 21st July, bearing upon this
subject, is attached for ready reference. In the cold weather whatever unhealthinesa has 
burn experienced in this new oouutry has beon attributable solely to want of proper 
covering and comfort—'wants that can very easily be supplied. The laic expedition tested 
tlie climate well during that season, ami Captain l.i win’s present report is demonstrative 
that in the rains up to late in July even Dian.igiri, which is to some extent, shut in, is 
much healthier than our ordinary Jlill Tracts District, while Sirtbny nud the higher 

l \ f 1 ranges towards Laljooka’s are in every way desirable and remarkably well-suited as a 
station for troops. While the police at Runganiattoo were almost to a man down with 

' fever, Dr. Murphy , the Civil Surgeon, reports that at Dentagiri the hospital was almost 
empty. The Lieutenant-Governor believes that it would be desirable to have some troops 

I. in Chittagong as a military support to the frontier police, and if this wore granted, it is a ;|t
If; question whetbor they should not be sent at once to occupy nti advanced post suoh as is

above suggested on those high and healthy ranges of the rlyloo country, 
it 8. Tito Lieutenant-Governor thinks that wo may probably bring Sookpilal’s tribe

p  to terms of greater familiarity as wo have the Syloos. In all likelihood it is only suspi
cion that keeps him back, and if wo have a post uc in bis territory but near it, wo Shall 
soon break tho ice and learn the easiest through routes to Bojiari Bazar. l?or the present 
wo may be content w ith tho one post proposed, and trust to pacific influence; to establish 
a trade and post route from Chittagong to Bopari Bazar, and theiioo to Caohar.

ft, It i? not likely that, with an outpost only a day’s march from his villages, Sookpilal 
- would venture upon my hostile movement towards Caohar or Sylhot. If tho trade at 

llopari Bazar, by which ho mainly profits, develops fairly, it will 1)0 his interest to prevent 
uir such movement, for tho present tho Lieutenant-Governor docs not propose to 
place any guard at Bepari Bazar. Ho would rather let the trade stand on its own merits 
as it were. But His Honour would maintain for tho present the lino of posts and roads 
along the Caohar and Sylhet frontier as already settled by the local civil and military 
authorities, nod referred to iu th6 correspondence ending with ray letter No. 1735, dated 

>?• ?th May last, already quoted. It would be premature to withdraw these, as tho planters,
coolies and people have not yet recovered complete confidence, and arc still liable to 
apprehensions. Hill Tipporah also may perhaps be able to strengthen the Sylbot portion 
of tho lino, and to cover British Tipporah by establishing proper posts cm tho verge cf its 
own cultivation. This is a point on which Mr. Power luns. report. /

tr *
?• K  10. Tlie eastern frontier of Tipporah should, however, he now defined as the Gov

ernmont of India has repeatedly desired. In some maps the Jampai rnniro, and in some i ho - .N$|S
■ Ilaobik-Chutterohoora range, has been put down as tho limit, and tho question has 

hitherto .been considered to be, which of these two ridges should be accepted .is tha 
S . boundary. Hill Tipporah was formally demarcated up to tho Jarapai; but. east of the 

Jampal, a general geographical line was loosely run down on the map as this boundary 
j. between British territory and the wild country to the south. At that time nothing 

was known of the Lusmiis ; and the line running north and south between them and 
Tipperah could in nowise be aifeoted by the general east and -west line above mentioned.
As it if clear that the country on tho border, especially to the west of it, is uninhabited 
and not in the actual possession of any one, we may in settling the details bo guided by 
geographical and. political convenience, though we may hope that this country may again 
be inhabited as it once was. Captain Badgley shows in paragraph 29 of his report that 
iu these tracts a river is by fur the best, and a hill range the worst, form of boundary, 
ns the tops of the ranges generally come to bo oecupi l by villages and cultivat ion, while 

f? the river sides are not occupied. The Lieutenant-Governor agrees with this view, 
which indeed he has lud occasion to express on several occasions in dealing with these



l  countries ; and he would take for the extern boinidaryof Hill Tipperah,
neither the .Jainpainor the HacMk-Chutterehoorn range, but the Luugai River, which 

. run# between than, and is described by Captain Bndgley as “ a dear stream with a satiny. jy
:'*> bed and good current.” After being carried up the lungs.) to its source? in tho. Botteing

Kib Peak, the line would run a< •’ m by tho w atershed t.> :l»  peak of 1 Jplr.juri, and theooo 
follow ihc recognised southern border of Hill Tipporok by Surdiing to the Fonviy. Mr.
Cheunell will probably bo ablo to give a clear definition of tho line from IJettoinj' Sib.
But the Lieutenant-Governor would tsk the Government of India’* approval of the ’Af ' general direction indicated,

ii i '; , '1 From A. MiX*wr«*, JB*?., to the OoternmerU t f  Bengali to the
Secretary tv the Government of India, in the Foreign Department,—Mo. 3150, o'itnt 
Calcutta, the 19th August 1873.

I,’ I ;.m now directed to forward, for the purpose of being laid bofott? His Excellency ,
H  the Governor General in Council, copies of the paper# noted below* having, reference ‘

to the question of the survey and defence of tho Chittagong Hill Tmcis bi-outier, . ; ■ 
aud to submit for consideration tlte following remarks of His Honour the Lieutenant- ’ .f 

fi ; . . Governor on tho subject.
2. In  my po'iiirate letter No. 8149 of this day’s date, the Iceutonant-Gowernor h-i«, 

in connection with the reports of M. <ra. Hadgley and Power, set out with eufliwunt 
fulness the measures tha t he would adopt with respect to the Syloo ■ ountry and the tract 
h iu "  between Cudiar aud the Hill Tracts of Chittagong, and has also suggested what 
irem’i to him the best mode of defining the HIM Tippett* boundary, and providing for 
the defence of <-aohar and Sylet. The present letter will therefore bo confined to * 
discussion of tl best lino of defence against tho Howlongs and Shindoos, lying to the 
east of the H ill Tracts of Chittagong, tho post* which it is necessary to occupy, and 
the force whioh nitrit be provided for these poets.

K 3 The Lieutenant-Governor has just had the advantage of discussing .dl these • : ;• 
matters personally with Mr. Hankoy, the Oonnnissioner, who has himself inspected tho 
present frontier arrangements, and with Colonel Graham, who was formerly m charge of p
jI,,, Chittagong Hill Tracts, and whose experience on this aud other frontiers enables him 

■ B iy  i ' to givo valuable ndvioe.
4. During the past cold season, while Captain Lesvin, with Mr. Cooke as Surveyor, 

were exploring tho Oheopean and Saiehal ranges to the south, a body of the frontier 
poli- o force was establishing itsolfin tlie post at Sirthay, provisionally sanctioned by the 
Governmi nl of India urt.,r the expedition, a large force beng at Demagiri, the highest •• *, 
paint whioh die river is navigated, and near Sirthay, and a smaller body m advance in 
the Svloo country. The goodeffect of this measure Inw boon, as Mr. lTankey shows in 
his letter of th- A May, very marked and gratifying. Notwithstanding the Interrup
tion oausod by his mthern journey, Captain Low'in has boon r.ble to establish ; he most 
intimate reiar ns with the Syloos, to relieve their distress, to convert them, in short, •• >tt> 

P C  into a friendly and subservient clan, who look to our officers for orders even aw to the
riingos they may ftH. Thev have supported entirely at their own expense a guard of fifty 
men lout tlima at their own request, us a protection m their present disabled state from ,.i  
at! „:Us by remoter tribes. More has boon learnt of the frontier tribes and their rotations, 
and more in tloouce lias been gained in those few months than in. a long course of years , ,
previous! v The Lieutenant-Governor haft no doubt whatever that under any polfcy that 1 m
may bo {dented, hfttinp for its basis the principle.of influencing-tho tribes by direct 
assooic tion while preserving an attitude of defence and preparedness, trie maintensmoft of 
this post ut Sirthay, or somewhere beyond it on the higher ranges, is essential.

p. Hi- Honour has, in the letter of to-day’s date above quoted, stated his own 
fjPm L' ' conviction that the only way to secure the safety of Oaohar and Sylliet, and ho would 
|  f  r„v. add x.. cover the north of Chittagong, i- to place a strong post well in advance of

« K k  Dmnagiri a!, some such place n; that (Laljeeka’s village) where we have had a guard nil
lt |jV  _ ---- r—— ------- ----------------------------------------------------- -------------------- *------------~  ^  ' 1

* IVi!. Srowetlirr of this Government for July lSVSfi Nob. 22 to Si- . . . .  ,
From OiliriaUnri Corami c mer of Chittagong, Nos 022, elated ffltli July 1873, with enclosures.i, ’ Memoraadnm troni Cosnniis+ifoner of Ct̂ t,t«̂ ong,date<l 7t!i AngushlS??*, with 3wn«tvtir®,
From the Surveyor Otmcral of tuita, So , 409F., dated ltih  Job l« fc  *ri«- -umexima and roavo,
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