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of the ‘untouchables’ in India. It Will ereate a division in ]_'Iinduism
which I cannot possibly look forward to with any satisfaction what-
soever. | | . i
I do not mind the ‘untouchables’ being converted to Islam or
Christianity. I should tolerate that, but I cannot possibly tolerate
what is in store for Hinduism if there are these two divisions set up
in every village. Those who speak of political rights of ‘untoneh-
ables” do not know India and do not know how Indian society is today
congtrueted. Therefore, I want to say with all the emphagis that 1
can command that if I was the only person to vesist this thing, |
will resist it with my life.”’

GANDHI-HOARE-MACDONALD CORRESPONDENCE
GANDHI'S LETTER TO SIR SAMUEL HOARE

Yeravada Central Prison.
Mareh 11, 1932,
‘' Dear Sir Samuel, .

You will perhaps recollect that at the end of my speech at the
Round Table Conference when the minorities’ claim was presented.
I had said that I should resist with my life the grant of separate elec-
torate to the depressed classes. This was not said in the heat of the
moment nor by way of rhetoric. It was meant to he a sérious state-
nient.  In pursuance of that statement I had hoped on my return
to India to mobilize public opinion against separate electorate, at any
rate for depressed classes, But it was not to be. .

‘“From the newspapers T am permitted to read, T observe that
any moment His Majesty’s Government may declare their deeision.
At first [ had thought, if the decision was found to create separate
electorate for the depressed classes, I should take such steps as i
might' then consider necessary to give effect to my vow. But I feel
it would be unfair to the British Government for me to act without
giving previous notice. Naturally, they could not attach the sigmi-
ficance 1 give to my statement.

SEPARATE ELECTORATES HARMEUL

"1 need hardly reiterate all the objections I have to the ercation
of separate electorates for the depressed classes. I feel as if I was
one of them.. Their case stands on a wholly different footing from
that of others. I am not against their representation in the legisla-
- tures. X should favour every one of their adults, male and female,
being registered as voters irrespective of edueation or property quali-
fication, even though the franchise may be stricter for others. But
I hold that sepavate electorate is harmful for thera and for Hinduism,
whatever it may be from the purely political standpoint. To appre-
viate the harm that separate electorates would do them, one has to
kmow how they are digtributed amongst the so-called caste Hindus
and how dependent they are on the latter. So far as Hindnism is eon-
cerned, separate eleetorates wonld simaply viviseet and disrupt it.

- SL
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‘‘For me the question of these classs is predominantly moral and
religions. . The political aspect, important though it is, dwindles into
ingignificance compared to the moral and religious issue.

““You will have to appreciate my feelings in this matter by re-
membering that I have been interested in the condition of these classes
from my boyhood and have more than once staked my all for their
sake, I say this not to pride myself in any way, Now I feel that no
penance that the Hindu may do can in any way compensate for the
calculated degradation to which they have consigned the depressed
classes for centuries,

‘SHALL FAST UNTO DEATH’

*But 1 know that separate electorate is neither a penance nor
any remedy for the crushing degradation they have groaned under.
1, therefore, respectfully inform His Majesty’s Government that in
the event of their decision creating separate electorate for the depres-
sed classes, T must fast unto death,

‘I am painfully conscious of the fact thet such a step, whilst
I am a prisoner, must cause grave embarrassment to His Majestys’
Government, and it will be regarded by many as bighly improper on
the part of one holding my position to introduce into the nolitical
field methods whieh they would deseribe as hysterical if not mueh
worse. All I can urge in defence is that for me the contemplated step
is mot a method, it is part of my being. It is the call of conscience
which I dare not disobey, even though it may cost whatever reputa-
tion for sanity 1 may possess. So far as I can sée now, my discharge
from imprisonment would not make the duty of fasting any the less
imperative. I am hoping, however, all my fears are wholly unjusti-
fied and the British Government have no intention whatever of creat-
ing separate electorate for the depressed classes.

GOVERNMENT TERRORISM

‘It is, perhaps, as well for me to refer to anothey matter that is
agitating me and may also enforce a similar fast. It is the way that
repression is going. I have no notion when I may receive a shock
Athat would compel the sacrifice. Repression appears to me to be
crossing what might be called legitimate bounds. A governmental ter-
rorism is gpreading through the land. Both English and Indian
officials are being brutalized. The latter, high and low, are becoming
demoralized by reason of Government regarding as meritorious dis-
loyalty to the people and inhuman conduet towards their own kith
and kin. The latter are becoming cowed down, Free speech lias heen
stifled, Goondaism is being practised in the name of Law and Order.
‘Women, who have come out for public service, stand in fear of their
honour being insulted. _

““And all this, as it seems to me, is being done in order to erush
the spirit of freedom which the Congress vepresents. IRepression is
not confined to punishing civil breaches of common law. It goads
people to break newly made orders of autocracy designed for the
most part to humiliate them. :
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0 41w all these doings, as 1 read them, 1 see no spirit of democracy.
Indeed, my recent visit to England has confirmed my opinion ihat
your demoeracy is a superficial, girenmseribed  thing. In the
weightiost matters decisions ave taken by individuals or groups
without any reference to Parliament, and these have been ratified
by members having but a vague notion of what they were doing.
Such was the case with Egypt, the war of 1914, aud such is the case
with India. My whole being rebels against the idea that, in a system
called democratie, one man should have unfettered power of affect-
ing th destiny of an ancient people numbering over three hundred
millions and that his decisions can be enforced by mobilizing the
most terribie forces of destruetion, To me this is o negation of de-
moeracy.

AN ARTICLE OF FAITH

“ And this repression cannot be prolonged withont further em-
bittering the already bitter relations between the two peoples. In
s0 far as 1 am responsible and can help it, how am 1 to arrest the
process? Not by stopping Civil Disobedience. Wor me it is an
article of faith. I regard myself by nature a democrat. The demo-
eracy of my conception is wholly inconsistent with the use »f phy-
cical foree fov enforeng its will, Oivil resistance, therefore, has
been conceived to be a proper substitute for physical force, to be
ased wherever generally the latter is held to be necessary or justi-
fiable, Tt is 2 precess of self-suffering, and part of the pian is that
in given circumstances a civil resister must sacrifice himself even by
Afasting to a finish. That moment has not yet arrived for me. 1
have no updeniable call from within for such a step. But events
happening outside are alarming enough to agitate my fundamental
being. Therefore, in writing to yon ahout the possibility of a fast
regarding the depressed classes, 1 felt 1 would be untrue to you il
T did not tell you that there was another possibility, not remate, of
such a fast. '

¢ Needless to say, from my side absolute secrecy bas been main-
teined about all the correspondence 1 have carried on with you.
Of eourse, Sirdar Vallabhbbai Patel and Mahadev Desai, who have
just been sent to join us, know all about it. But you will no doubt
make whatever use you wish of this letter.
' Yours sineerely,
(8d.) M. K. Gandh.”

SIR SAMUBL HOARE’S REPLY

India Office, Whitehall,
_ April 13, 1932.
“Dear Mr, Gandhi,

1 write this in answer to your letter of 11th March, and I say
at once I realize fully the strength of your feeling upon the (uestion
of separate electorates for the depressed classes. I can oniy say that
we intend to give any decision that may be necessary solely and only
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wpon the merity of the ease. M\s you ave aware, Lord Lothian’s Com-
mittee has not yet completed its tour and it must be some weeks be-
fore we can receive any conclusions at which it may have arrived.
When we receive that report we shall have to give most careful con-
sideration to its recommendations, and we shall not give a decision
until we have taken info account, in addition to the view expressed
by the Committee, the views that you and those who think with you
have so forcibly expressed. 1 feel sure if you were in our position
you would be taking exactly the same action we intend to take. You
would await the Committee’s report, you would then give it your full-
est consideration, and before arriving at a final decision yon would
take into account the views that have been expressed on both sides of
the controversy. More than this I cannot say. Indeed I do not ima-
vine yon would expect me to say more.

TERRORISM NECESSARY

""As to the Ordinances, I can only repeat what I have already
said both publiely and privately. I am eonvinced that it was essential
to impose them in the face of the deliberate attack upon the very
foundations of ordered Government. I am also convinced that both
the Government of India and the Local Governments are not abusing
their extensive powers and are doing everything possible to prevent
excessive or vindicative action, We shall not keep the emergency
measures in foree any longer than we are obliged to, for the purpose
of maintaining the essentials of Law and Order and protecting our
offieials and other elasses of the community against terrorist yutrages.

/ Xours truly,
" (8d.) Samuel ifoare”

THE HISTORY OF THE CONGRESS

GANDHI’S LETTER TO PRIME MINISTER

Yeravada Central Prison,
August 18, 1932
*Dear Mriend,

There can be no doubt that Sir Samuel Hoare has showed you
and the Cabinet my letter to him of 11th March on the question of the
vepresentation of the depressed classes. That letter should be treated
as part of this letter and be read together with this.

DECISION TO FAST

‘I have read the British Goverrment’s decision on the represen-
tation of minorities and have slept over it. In pursuance of my letter
te Sir Samuel Hoare and my declaration at the meeting.of the Mino-

"rities Coromittee of the Round Table Conference on 13th November.
1931, at St. James’ Palace, I have to resist your decision with my life.
The only way I can do so is by declaring a perpetnal fast unto death
from food of any kind, save water with or without salt and sods, This
fast will cease if during its progress the British Government, of its
awn miotion or under pressure of publie opinion, revise their decision
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and withdraw their scheme of eommunal electorates for the depsesse:l
olasses, whose representatives should be slected by the general electo-
cate under the cornmon franchise, no matter how wide it is.

“The proposed fast will eome into operation in the ordinary
course from the noon of 20th September next, unless the said deci-
sion is meanwhile revised in the manner suggested above.

Y am asking the authovities here to cable the text of thiy letter
to you so as to%give you ample notice. But, in any case, I am leaving
sufficient time for this letter to reach you in time by the slowest route.

‘T also ask that this letter and my letter to Sir Samuel Hoare.
already referred to, be published at the earliest possible moment.
On my part, I have serupulously observed the rules of the jail and
have communicated my desire or the contents of the two letters to no
‘one, save my two companions, Sirdar Vallabhbhai Patel and Mr, Ma-
hadev Desai. But I want, if you make it possible, public opinion to
be affected by my letters. = Hence my request for their early publi-
cation. |

SNOT TO COMPASS RELEASE'

‘1 regret the decision I have taken. But as a man of religion
that I hold myself to be, I have no other course left open to me. Ay
I have said in my letter to Sir Samuel Hoare, even if His Majesty’s
Government decided to release me in order to save themselves embar-
rassment, my fast will have to continue. For, I cannot now hope to
resist the decision by any other means. And I have no desire what-
soever to compass my release by any means other than honourable.

Tt may be that my judgment is warped and that I am wholly
in error regarding separate electorates for the depressed classes as
harmful to them or to Hinduism. If so. I am not likely to be in the
right with reference to other part of my philosophy of life. In that
case my death by fasting will be at once a penance for my ervor and a
lifting of @ weight from off those numberless men and women who
have children’s faith in my wisdom. Whereas, if my judgment is
right, as I have little doubt it is, the contemplated step is but due
to the fulfilment of the scheme of life which I have tried for more
than a quarter of a century, apparently not without considerable
suecess. .

I remain,
Your faithful friend,
(8d.) M. K. Gandhi'’

PREMIER’'S REPLY

10, Downing Street,
September 8, 1932.
**Dear Mr. Gandhi, :

I have received your letter with much surprise and, let me add,
with very sincere regret. Moreover, I cannot help thinking that you
have written it under a misunderstanding as to what the decision of
His Majesty’s Government as regards the depressed  elasses really
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implies. 'We have always understood you were irrevocably oppored
to the permanent segregation of the depressed classes from the Hindu
community, You made your position very clear in the Minorities
Committee of the Round Table Conference and you expressed it again
in the letter you wrote to Sir Samuel EHoare on 11th Mareh, We
also know your view was shared by the great body of Hindu opinion.
and we, therefore, took it into most careful account when we were
considering the question of representation of the depressed elasses.

‘GOVERNMENT DRECISION EXPLAINED’

‘" Whilst, in view of the numerous appeals we have received from
depressed class organisations and the generally admitted social dis-
abilities under which they labour and which you have often recog-
nised, we feel it our duty to safeguard what we believed to be the right
of the depressed clagses to a fair proportion of representation in the
Legislatures, we were equally careful to do nothing that would splif
off their community from the Hindu world. You yourself stated ip
your letter of March 11, that yon were not against their represen
tation in the Legislatures, /

““Under the Government scheme the depressed classes will re-
main part of the Hindu community and will vote with the Hindu
electorate on an equal footing, but for the first twenty years, while still
remaining electorally part of the Hindu community, they will receive,
through a limited number of special eonstituencies, means of safe-
guarding their rights and interests that, we are conviuced, i8 neces-
sary under present conditions.

“Where these constituencies are created, members of the depres-
sed classes will not be deprived of their votes in the general Hindu
constituencies, but will have two votes in order that their membership
of the Hindu community should remain unimpaired,

‘' We have deliberately decided against the cveation of what you
deseribe as a communal electorate for the depressed elass voters in the
general or Hindu constituencies so that the higher easte candidates
should have to solicit their votes and they of the higher castes at
elections. Thus in every way was the unity  of Hindu soeciety
pregerved.

THE HISTORY OF THE CONGRESS

‘SAFEGUARDS TEMPORARY’

““We felt, however that during the carly period of Responsibie
Government when power in the Provinces would pass to whoever
possessed a majority in the Legislatures, it was essential that fhe de-
pressed classes, whom you have yourself deseribed in your leiter to
Sir Samuel Hoare as having been consigned by caste Hindus to cal-
cvlated degradation, for centuries, should return a certain. namber
of members of their own choosing to Legislatures of seven of the nine
Provinees, to voice their grievances and their ideals and prevent de-
cisions going against them without the Legislature and the Govern-
ment listening to their case, in a word, to place them in a position io
speak for themselves, which every fair-minded ‘person must agree to
be necessary. We did not consider the method of electing special re-
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presentatives, by reservation of seats in the existing conditions under
any system of franchise which is practicable, of members who could
genuinely represent them and be responsible for them, because,
_jn practicaily all cases, such members would be elected by a majority
consisting of higher easte Hindus,

““The special advantage initially given under our scheme to the
depressed classes, by means of a limited number of special consti-
tuencies in addition to their normal electoral rights in the gemeral
Hindu constituencies, is wholly different in conception and effect

* fromi ‘the method of representation adopted for a minority such as
the Muslims by means of separate communal clectorates. For
example, a Muslim cannot vote or be a candidate in a general con-
stituency, whereas any electorally gualified member of the depressed
classes can vote in and stand for the general constituency.

‘RESERVATION MINIMUM”

B

“Phe number of territorial seats allotted to Muslims i naturally
conditioned by the fact that it is impossible for them to gain any
further térritorial seats, and in most Provinces they enjoy weightage
in excess of their population ratio; the number of special seats to be
filled from special depressed class constituencies will be seen to be
small, and has been fixed not to provide a quota numerically appro-
priate for the total representation of the whole of the depressed clasy
population, but solely to secure a minimum number of spokesmen for
the depressed vlasses in the Legislature who are chosen exclusively
by the depressed classes. The proportion of their special seats is
everywhere much helow the population percentage of the depressed
classes. :
 ‘*As T understand your attitude, you propose to adopt the ex-
treme course of starving yourself to death not in order to secure
that the depressed classes should have joint clectorates with other
Hindus, becanse that is already provided, nor to maintain the unity
of Hindus, which is also provided, but solely to prevent the depress-
ed classes, who admittedly suffer from terrible disabilities to-day,
from being able to secure a limited number of representatives of
their own choosing to speak on their behalf in the Legislatures which
will have a dominating influence over their future.

““In the light of these very fair and cautious proposals, I am
guite unable to nnderstand the reason of the decision you have taken
and ¢an only think you have made it under a misapprehension of the
actual faets.

‘GOVERNMENT DECISION STANDS’

‘“In response to a very generval request from Indians, after they
had failed to prodnce a settlement themselves, the Government, much
against its will, undertook to give o decision on the minorities ques-
tion. They have now given it, and they cannot bo expeeted to alter
it except on the conditions they have stated. I am afraid, therefore,

that my answer to you must be that the Government’s deeision stands:
(e},
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and that only agreement of the communitios themﬁelves can substi-
tute other electoral arrangements for those thut Government have
devised in a sincere endeavour to weigh the conflicting elaims on
their just merits,

“You ask that this correspondence, including your letter 'to Six
Sumuel Hoare of March 11th, should be published.  As it wonld seem
$0 be unfair if your present internment were to deprive you of the
opportunity of explaining to the public the reason why you intend
to fast, I readily accede to the request if, on reconsideration, you
repeat it. Let me, however, once again urge you to consider the actual
details of Government’s decision and ask yourself seriously the
question whether it really justifies yon in taking the action you con-
template. :

I am,
Yours very sincerely,
(md.) J. Ramsay MacDonald.

FINAL REPLY OF GANDHIJI

Yeravada Central Prison,
September 9th, 1932,

*“Dear Briend,

T }tave to tllank you for your frank and full letter telegraphed
and veceived this day. I am sorry, however, that you put upon the
contemnplated step an interpretation that never erossed my mind, 1
have claimed to speak on behalf of the very eclass, to sacrifice whose
interests you impute to me a desire to fast myself to death. I had
hoped that the extreme step itself would effectively prevent any such
selfish ‘interpretation. Without arguing, I affirm that for me this
matter is one of pure religion. The mere fact of the depressed classes
having double votes does not proteet them or Hindu society in general
from being disrupted, 1In the establishment of the separate electo-
rate at all for the depressed classes, I senge the injection of a poisou
that is caleulated to destroy Hinduism and do no good whatever to
the depressed classes.  You will please permit me to say that, no
matter how sympathetic you may be, you cannot come to a correct
decision on a matter of such vital and relizious importance to the
parties concerned,

‘1 should not be against even over-representation of the depress-
ed classes. What I am against is their statutory separation, even in
4 limited form, from the Hindu fold, so long as they choose to belong
to it. Do you realise that if your decision stands and the Constitu-
tion comes into heing, you arrest the marvellous growth of the work
of Hindu reformers whe have dedicated themselves to the uplift of
their suppressed brethren in every walk of life?

DRCISION UNCHANGED?

““T have, therefore, been compelled veluctantly to adhere to the
decision conveyed to you.
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" As your letter may give rise to & misunderstanding, 1 wish to
state that the fact of my having isolated for special treatment the
depressed classes question from other parts of your decision does
not in any way mean that I approve of or am reconciled to other
parts of the decision. In ray apinion, many other parts are open to
very grave objection. Only, I do not consider them to be any warrent
for calling from me such self-immolation as my conscience hag
prorapted me to in the matter of the depressed classes.

' 1 remain,
Your faithful friend,
(8d)) M. K. Gandhi.”’

GANDHI'S LETTER TO BOMBAY GOVERNMENT

The following is the statement that Gandhiji sexit to the Bombay
Government on September 15th regarding his decision to fast in connec-
tion with the depressed classes problem. The statement was released to
the Press on September 21:— ]

“Phe fast which I am approaching was vesolved upon in the
name of God, for His work, and, as I believe in all humility, at His
call. Friends have urged me to postpone the date for the sake of
giving the public a chance to organise itself, I am sorry it is not
open to me to change even the hour except for the reason stated in
my letter to the Prime Minister.

““The jmpending fast is against those who have faith in me,
whether Indians or foreigners, and for those who have it not. There-
fore, it is not against the English official world, but it is against those
Englishmen and women, who, in spite of the contrary teaching of
the official world, believe in me and the justice of the cause I repre-
sent. Nor is it against those of my countrymen who have no faith in
me, whether they be Hindus or others, but it is against those count-
less Hindus (no matter to what persuagion they belong) who believe
that T represent a just cause, Above all, it is intended to sting
Hindu conscience into right religious action.

*‘The contemplated fast is no appeal to mere emotion. By the
fast I want to throw the whole of my weight (such as it is) in the
scales of justice pure and simple. Thercfore there need be no undue
haste in the feverish anxiety to save my life. I implicitly beliewe in
the truth of the saying that not & blade of grass moves but by His
will. He will save it i¢ He needs it for further service in this body.
None can save it against His will. Humanly speaking, T believe it
will stand the strain for some time.

‘“The separate eiectorate is mevely the last straw No patehed-
up agreement between the caste Hindu leaders and rival depressed
class leaders will answer the purpose.’ The agreement, to be valid,
is to be real. If the Hindu mass mind is not yet prepared to banish
ul}touehabllity, root and branch, it' must sacrifice: me without the
slightest hesitation, .

“‘There shonld be no coercion of those who are opposed to joint
electorates. - T have no difficulty in understanding their bitter oppo-
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gition. They have every right to distrust me. Do I not belong to
that Hindu section, miscalled superior class or easte Hindus, tvho
have ground down to powder the so-called untouchables? The
marvel is that the latter have nevertheless remained in the Hincu
fold.  But whilst I can justify this opposition; I believe- that they
are in error. 'They will, if they can, separate depressed classes en-
tirely from Hindu society and form them into a separate class—a
standing and living reproach fo Hinduisni. I should not mind if
thereby their intevest could be really served. But my intimate
acquaintance with every shade of untouchability convinces me that
their lives, sueh as they are, are so intimately mixed with
those of the caste Hindus In' whose midst and for whom
they live that it is impossible to separate them. They are part of
an indivigible family. Their revolt against the Hindus with whom
they live, and their apostacy from Hinduism, I should understand.
But this, so far as 1 can see, they will not do. There is ‘a subtle
-something quite indefinable in Hinduism which keeps them in it even
in spite of themselves. And this fact makes it imperative for a man
like me, with a living experience of it, to resist the contemplated
geparation even though the effort should cost life itself. !

“The implications of this resistance are tremendous. No coni-
promise’ which does not ensure fullest freedom for the depressed
classes inside the Hindu fold can be an adequate substitute for the
contemplated separation, Any betrayal of the trust can merély post-
pone the day of immolation for me and henceforth those who think
with me. The problem before responsiple Hindus is to consider
whether, in the event of social, civie or politieal persecution of the
depressed classes, they are prepared to face the Satyagraha, in the
shape of perpetual fast not of one reformer like me but an inereas-
ing army of reformers whom I believe to exist to-day in India, and
who will count their lives of no cost to achieve the liberation of these
classes, and there-through of Hinduism, from an age-long superstix
tion. !

“Let fellow reformers who have worked with me also appreciate
the implications of the fast. ;

‘Tt is either a hallucination of mine or an illumination. If it
ig the former, I must be allowed to do my pemance in peace. It will
be the lifting of the deadweight on Hinduism. If it is an illomina-
tion, may my agony purify Hinduism and even melt the hearts of
those who are at present disposed to distrust me! Since there ap-
pears to be a misunderstanding as to the application of my fast, |
may repeat that it is aimed at a statutory separate electorate, in
any shape or formy, for the depressed classes, Tmmediately that
threat is removed once for all, my fast will end. I hold strong views
about reservation of seats as also about the most proper method of
dealing with the whole question. Buat I consider myself unfit, as
a prisoner, to st forth my proposals. I should, however, abide by
an agreement on the basis of joint electorates that may be arrived
at between the responsible leaders of caste Hindus and depressed
classes and which has been accepted by mass meetings of all Hindus.
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““One thing 1 must make clear. The satisfactory ending of the
depressed classes question, if it is to come, should in no way mean
that I would be committed to the acceptance of His Majesty’s Gov-
ernment’s decision on the other parts of the communal question. |
am personally opposed to many other parts of it which, to my mind,
make the working of any free and demoeratic Constitution well-
nigh impossible, nor would a satisfactory solution of this question
in any way bind me to accept the Constitution that may be framed
These are political gquestions for the National Congress to comsider
and determine. They are utterly outside my province in my indi-
vidual capacity, | Nor may d, as a prisoner, air my individual views
on these questions.

"My fast has @ narrow application. The depressed classes’
‘question being predominantly a religious matter, I regard as specially
my own by reason of life-long concentration on-it. It is a sacred
personal trust which I may not shirk.

‘“Fasting for light and penance iy a hoary institution. I have
observed it in Christianity and Islam. Hinduism is replete with
instances of fasting for purification and penance. But if it is a
privilege, it is also a duty. DMoreover, to the best of my light, I have
reduced it to a science. As an expert, therefore, I would warn friends
and sympathisers against copying me blindly or out of false or
hysterieal sympathy.  Let all such qualify themselves by hard work
and selfless service of ‘untouchables’, and they wounld have inde-
pendent light if their time for fasting has come,

‘‘Lastly, in so far as U know myself, this fast is being under-
taken with the purest of motives and without malice or anger against
any single soul. For me it is an expression of, and the last seal on,
non-violence, Those, therefore, who would use violenee in this con-
troversy against those whom they may consider to be inimical to me,
or the cause I represent, will simply hasten my end. Perfect courtesy
and consideration towards opponents is an absolute essential of sue-
cess in this ease at least, if not in all cases.”’

‘A FIGHT FOR HUMANITY'

On September 20, Press representatives were allowed to interview
Gandhi in jail. The following acecount of the talk appeared in The Times
of India of 21st September :—

For the first time in nine months, journalists were permitted to

gee Mabhatma Qandhi in Yeravada Jail this evening at 5-30, whew

- they were treated to one of the most easily delivered and seriously
thoughtful interviews to whom it has ever been my fortune to listen.
No journalist could see Mahatma Gandhi to-day and discuss the
position with him five howrs after he had commenced a ‘‘fast unto
death’ without being immensely impressed.

We were ushered into a long narrow room surrounded by
shelves in which were piled jail-made duwrries, blankets and other
articles, the labour of a thousand conviets and Swadeshi to the last
thread. There, sitting in a chair smiling a welcome, was the mau
upon whom the attention of all India, and of the entire Western
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world, as well as a very large proportion of the Oxient, has been
focussed for several days.

When asked if he was hopefunl about a happy ending to the
affair, he said, ‘I am an irvepressible optimist. Unless God has
forsaken me, I hope that it will ndt be a fast nnto death.”’

Mahatma Gandhi said that he had had many telegrams from
people who had decided or wished to enter nipon o fast in sympathy
with him. ‘‘I urge sverybody not to fast in sympathy. 1 haye under-
taken it at God’s call, and thevefore, unless there is a similar definite
call to these people, they have no business to fast. For one day, for
the sake of purification or identification with the cause, it is a good
thing; but that is all. Such a fast is both a privilege and a duty,
and the privilege accrues only to those who have disciplined them-
selves for it."’

The interview then turned to the qaestion of the day, the repre-
sentation of the depressed classes, or as Mahatma Gandhi calls them,
the suppressed c¢lasses, First of all he expressed surprise that the
statement given to the Government of Bombay had not been released.
That lad been ziven five days age. Iad he to redraft it to-day, it
would be rather different in the light of happenings since them, and
he gaid at the end of the interview that his new statement was sup-
plimentary to the other, bu} not dependent on if. - ¥

““My cards are on the table,”’ he said, ‘‘but, so fax as, the pre-
sent iustance is concerned, T could say nothing behind prison
bars. Now that the restrietions are removed, I have answer-
ed the first call of the Press. My fast is only against separate
electorates, and not against statutory reservations of seats. | To say
that I am damaging the cause by uncompromising opposition to sta-
tutory reservation of seats is only partly true. Opposed I was, and
am even now, but there was never put before me for my acceptance
or rejection & scheme for statutory reservation of seats. Therefore,
there is no question of my having to decide uwpon that peint, When
I developed my own ideas about that point, I certainly expressed dis-
appointment, and in my humble opinion, such statutory reservation,
short of doing service, may do harm in the sense that it will stop
natural evolution. Statutory reservation is like a support to a man.
Relying cn sueh support to any extent, he weakens himself.”’

“If people won’t laugh at me, 1 would gently put forward a
olaim which I have slways asserted, that I am a ‘touchable’ by
birth, but an ‘untouchable’ by choice; and I have endeavoured to
qualify myself to represent, not the upper ten even among the fun-
touchables’, because be it said to their shame there are caates and
classes among them, but my ambition is to represent and identify
myself with, as far as possible, the lowest strata of ‘untonchables’,
namely, the ‘invisibles’ and the ‘unapproachables,” whom I have
always before my mind’s eye wherever I go; for, they have indeed
drunk deep of the poisoned cap, I have met them in Malabar and in
Orissa, and am convinced that if they are ever to rise, it will not be
by reservition of seats but will be by the strenuous work of Hindu
reformers in their midst, and it is beeause 1 feel that this separation
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. would have killed all prospect of veform that my whole soul hag re-
belled against it; and, lst me make it plain, that the withdrawal of
separate electorates will satisfy the letter of my vow: but will never
satisfy the spirit behind it, and in my capacity of being a self-chosen
‘untouchable’, I am not going to rest content with a patehed-up pact
between the ‘touchables’ and the ‘untonchables’,

‘“PHE DREAM OF MY LIFE’

‘“What L want, what I am living for, and what I should delight
in dying for, is the eradication of untonchability, root ‘and branch.
I want, therefore, a living pact whose life-giving effect should be feli
not in the distant to-morrow but to-day, and thervefore, that pmi
should be sealed by an all-India demonstration of ‘touchables’ and
‘untouchables’ meeting together, not by way of a thedtrical show,
but in real brotherly embrace. It is in order to achieve this, the
dream of my life for the past fifty years, that I have entered to-day
the fiery gates, The British Government’s decision was the last straw.
It was a decisive symptom, and with the unerring eye of the physi-
cian that I elaim to be in such matters, T detected the symptom.
Therefore, for me, the abolition of separate elestoraters wounld ke but/
the beginning of the end, and I would warn all those leaders assembl-
ed at Bombay and others against coming to any hasty deeision,

‘A CRY FOR JUSTICE’

"My life I count of no econsequence, One hundred lives given
for this noble cause, would, in my opinion, be poor penancc done by
Hindus for the atrocious wrongs they have heaped upon helpless
men and women of their own faith. I, therefore, would urge them
not to swerve an inch from the path of strietest justice. My fast
I want to throw in the seales of justice. And if it wakes up caste
Hindus from their slumber, and if they are roused to a sense of their
duty, it will have served its purpose. Whereas, if out of blind
affection for me, they would somehow or other eome to a rough and
ready agreement so as to secure the abrogation and thien go off to
sleep, they will commit a grievous blunder and will have made my
life a misery. For, while the abrogation of separate eleetorates wonld
result in my breaking the fast, it would be a living death for me i
the vital pact for which I am striving is not arrived at. It would
simply mean that, as seoun as I eall off the fast, I would have to give
notice of another in order to achieve the spirit of thé vow to the
fullest extent.

“This may look childish to the onlooker but not so to me, If I
had anything more to give, T would throw that in also to remove this
eurse but T have nothing more than my life.

‘A FIGH'T FOR HT_IMAN]'[‘Y’

i believe that if untouchability is really rooted out, it will not
only purge Hinduism of a terrible blot but its repereussion will be
world-wide. My fight against untouchability is a fight against the
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impure in bhumanity, and, thevefore, when I penned my letter to Sir
Samuel Hoare I did so in the full faith that the very best in the
human family will come to my assistance, if 1 have embarked on this
thing with a heart, g0 far as it is possible for a human being to achieve,
free of impurity, free of all malice and all anger. You will, there-
fore, see that my fast is based on faith first of all in the cause, faith
in, the Hindu community, faith in human nature itself, and faith
even in thé official world, |
ISHUE SURPASSING SWARAJ?

“In attacking untouchability I have gone to the very root of

the matter, and, therefore, it is an issue of transcendental value, far

sgurpassing Swaraj in terms of political constitutions, and 1 would
say. that such a Constitution would be a dead-weight if it was not
backed by & moral basis, in the shape of the present hope engendered
in the breagts of the down-trodden millions that that: weight is going
to be lifted from their shoulders. It is only because the English
officials cannet possibly see this living side of the pieture that, in
their ignorance and self-satisfaction, they dare to sit as judges npon
questions that affect the fundamental being of millions of people,
and' here [ mean both caste Hindus and ‘untouchables’, that is, sup-
pressor -and suppressed ; and it was in order to wake up even official-
dom from its gross ignorance, if I may make use of such an expres-
sion without being guilty of offence, that d felt impelled by @ voice
from within to offer resistance with the whole of my being.”’

He stated that he had made definite suggestions to the deputa-
tion from the Emergency Committee whom he received yesterday.
and he presumed that these would have been communicated to the
Press to-day in Bombay.

Referring to a possible photograph Mahatma Gandhi made a
jocutar remark concerning his funeral rites, whereupon I asked him
if he had made any preparvations for such rites when visited by his
son Devadas yesterday, if the very worst happened; and I received
a dramatic reply: ** I have asked my son to say in my name at the Borm-
bay Conference that he, as his father’s son, was prepared to forfeit
his father’s life rather than see any injury being doue to the sup-
pressed classes in mad haste.” _

What did he really think about the possibilities of his fast last-
ing? He replied: ‘X am as anxious as anyone to live. Water has
an infinite capacity for prolonging life, and I will take water when-
ever I feel I réquire it.. You can depend upon me to make a supreme
effort to hold myself together, so that the Hindu conscience may be
quickened as also the British conscience and this agony may end.
My ery will rise to the throne of the Almighty God.” '

THE YERAVADA PACT
The following is the test of the agreement which has been ar-
rived at between the leaders acting on behalf of the depressed classes
and of the rest of the ¥indu community rvegarding the representa-
tion of the depressed classes in Legislatures and certain other matters
affecting their welfare.

THE HISTORY OF THE CONGRESS



L,

FROM THE FAST TO THE LOOSE PULLEY 558

1. ' There shall be seats reserved for the depressed classes out
of general electorates. Seats in Provincial Legislatures shall be as

follows: |

Madras s 30
Bombay with Sind fik 15
Punjab i, 8
Bihar and Orissa i 18
Central Provinces il 20
Assam AL 7
Bengal i 30
United Provinces b 20

Total oY 7 ¢

These figures are based on the total strength of the Provineial
‘Couneils announced in the Prime Minister’s decision.

2. Election to these seats shall be by joint electorates subjeet,
however, to the following procedure:

All members of the depressed classes registered in the gencral
electoral roll of a constituency, will form an electoral college which
will elect a panel of four candidates belonging to the depressed
classes, for each of such reserved seats, by the method of single vote
and four persons getting the highest number of votes in such pri-
mary election shall be the candidates for eclection by the general
electorate.

3. Representation of the depressed classes in the Central Legis-
lature shall likewise be on the principle of joint electorates and re-
sorved seats by the method of primary election in the manner pro-
vided for in clause 2 above for their representation in Provineial
Legislatures.

4. In the Central Legislature eighteen per cent of the seats
allotted to the general electorate for British India in the said Legis-
lature shall be reserved for the depressed classes.

5. 'The system of primary election to panel of candidates for
election to the Central and Provincial Legislatures, as herein before
mentioned, shall come to an end after the first ten years, unless ter-
minated socner by mutual agreement under the provision of clause
6 below.

" 6/ The system of representation of the depressed classes by
resorved seats in the Provincial and Central Legislatures, as provid:
ed for in clanses 1 and 4, shall continue until determined by mutual
agreement between the communities concerned in this settlemeant.

7. The franchise for the Central aud Provineial Legislatures
for the depressed classes shall be as indicated in the Lothian Com-
mittee Report,

8. There shall be no disabilities attaching to anyone on the
ground of his being a member of the depressed classes in regard to
any elections to local bodies or appointment to publie service.

Every endeavour shall be made to secure a fair representation
of the depressed classes i these respects, subject to such edncational
qualifications .as may be laid down for appointment to publie service.
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9, In every Provinece, out of the educational grant, an adequaie
sum shall be earmarked for providing edueational facilities to mem-

bers of the depressed classes.

Madan Mohan Malaviya
Tej Bahadur Saprm
M. R. Jayakar

B. R. Ambedkar’
Srinivasan

M. C. Rajah

C. V. Mehta

C. Rajagopalachayi
Rejendra Prasad

G D, Birla
Rameswar Das Birla
Shankerlal Banker

B, S. Kamat
G. K. Devadhar
A. V. Thakkay
R. K. Bhakale
P. G, Solanki
P. Baloo

Govind Malaviya

Devadas Gandhi
Biswas

B. N. Rajbhoj
Gavai

The following signatures were added in Bombay at the final sitting

of the Hindu Conference on September 26—

Liallubhai Samaldas

Hansa Mehta

K. Natavajar ;
Kamakoti Natarajon
Purushottamdes Thakurday
Matharadas Vassanji

P, Kodanda Rao
G. K. Gadgil
Manu Subedar
Avantikabai Gokhale ¢

K. J. Chitalia

Radhakant Malaviya

Walehand Hirachand A. R, Bhatt
H. N. Kunzru Colam
K. (. Limaye Pradhan

Before closing the subject of the first great fast, and the Poona Pact,
we have to refer to another conneected event which attracted wide atten-
tion. Mr. Kelappan, who had been doing public work in Malabar, parti-
cularly in the cause of ITarijans, felt the foree of a call from within and
decided upon a fast to death almost simultanconsly with Gandhi’s epic
fast,

His object was to persuade the Trustees to open the Guruvayoor
temple to ‘untouchables’. Gandhi studied the facts of the case and though
that sufficient notice was not given to the Trustees, It was borne in upon
hira that suceess was almost in sight, but Gandhi held that it was not the
immediate prospect of success that should matter, but the pure ¢thieg of
the position. Here are the two relevant telegrams sent to Kelappaii:

Yeravada, Sept, 29.

“The Zamorin wires asking me to appeal to yon to suspend the
fast for some months, He says the present entry of ‘untouchables’
would wound orthodox conscience and sueh wounding wohld amount
to coercion. Ask yourself whether there is any room for you on this
relevant ground to postpone the fast, and whether, in terms of the
Zamorin's telegram, you had given sufficient notice of the extreme
Btep."
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Yeravada, Oct. 2.
“Your wire, Immediate prospeetive result must not affect de-
eigion.  On pure ethies I must reiterate the opinion that yon should
suspend the fast, giving notice as per my telegram. God helping.
T shall bear my share of the burden. Wire compliance.”’

Qandhi speeifically promised to share the next fast with Kelappan
i{ that became necessary and referred to it in his statements. When
Gandhi discovered a flaw (namely, want of due notice) and intimated
the same to Kelappan, the latter agreed to give up his fast.

At this stage, we may appropriately refer to a sympathetic fast by
(tandhi on 2nd December, 1932, for 8. P. Patwardhan of Ratnagiri, Syt.
Patwardhan had asked for scavenger’s work in jail but it was refused by
the authorities. Gandhiji wrote to the Bombay Government in the matier
but to no effeet. Consequently Syt. 8. P. Patwardhan started a starva-
tion fast by reducing his diet. Gandhi had agreed, in the truce period, to
go on fast with Syt. Appasaheb Patwardhan if his demand was not grant-
ed, and 5o Gandhi in sympathy with him commenced his fast. But with-
in two days the authorities gave assurance to eonsider the demand and
the fast was given up, Within about a week, the Secretary of State
made the necessary amendments in jail rules and the bar agabist giving
seavenging work to easte Hindus was removed and the Satyagraha thus
became suceessful.

We have deseribed the development of the Civit Digsobedience move-
ment in the year 1932, as well as the episode of the Poonma Pact. The
public response to Gandhi's call for the removal of untouchability did
dounbtless affect the progress of the Civil Disobedience, movement.

In spite of that, the Congress programme was carried out. There was
another reason for the slackening of the Civil Disobedience campaign. As
things stood and as already stated, it could be conducted mainly by prac-
tiging methods of seereey which are not only abhorrent, but even opposed
to and subversive of the fundamental principles of Satyagraha. The
meeting of friends at Poona in connection with Gandhi’s fast must have
given an opportunity for exchange of thoughts on the subject amongnt
leading Congressmen who were then free, and accordingly two circulars
were issued. The first pointed out the supreme claims on Congressmen of
Civil Disobedience, work in connection with the removal of untouchability
being primarily entrusted to nationalist non-Congressmen and such Con-
gressmen as, for some reason or other, were unable to court imprisonment.
The second insisted on the desirability of terminating secret methods which
had ¢rept in during the progress of the Civil Disobedience campaign.

The 4th Jauuary was the day on which the Government offengive had
started in 1932, and the Acting President, Rajendra Prasad, who had auc-
ceeded Rajagopalachari, issued instructiong to all Provincial offices that
the anniversary should be observed on that day by reading a speeial state-
ment which had been sent out and which gave in a short compass the pro-
zress of the movement and a survey of the problems holding the foremost
place in the thoughts of the eountry at the time. Mecetings were held at
numerons places and the statement was read in the midst of arrests and
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tuthi-charges followed by the arvest of the Presideént hiviself on the 6th
January, 1933, Thereafter, Mr, Aney became the Acting President.

When the fight commenced in January, 1932, Vallabhbhai Patel was
the President of the Congress. The Working Cmomittee liad decided that,
unlike in 1930, vacancies in the Working Committee should uot be filled
up and Vallabhbhai drew up a list of persons who were to sucdeed him and
ael a8 President one aftér another during his absence. Rajendra Prasad,
Dr. Ansari, Sirdar Sardul Singh Caveeshar, Gangadhararao Deshpande,
idr. Kitchlew, Rajagopalachari, Rajendra Prasad and Aney ncted between
January, 1932, and July, 19383, when the Congress organisation ceased to
function. Amongst those who acted as Secretaries during this period and
on whom fell the burden of carrying on the office work in the midst of in-
deseribable difficulties may be mentioned the names of Jeya Prakash
Narayan, Lalji Mehrotra, Girdbari Kripalani, Annada Choudbary and
Jugul Kishor Agarwala, :

The events of 1033 are briefly told. The Caleutta Session of the Con-
gress was the most outstanding one. An account of this session andsof the
rest of the events up to the middle of Septembsr are succinetly given in
the Report for 1933-24, presented by the General Secretaries of the Con-
gress, and we have extracted the following paragraphs therefrom:-—

THE CALCUTTA CONGRESS '

The Caleutta Session of the Congress, like the preceding Delhi
Session of April, 1932, was also held under a ban, Though it was
organised when the Civil Disobedience movement was on the decline-
the enthusiasm and spirit of resistance mainfested were greater than
at Delhi. Several Provinces sent their full quota of delegates. In
all, about 2,200 delegates were elected from different parts of the
country. The fact that Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya had con-
sented to preside at the session heightened the enthusiasm of the
Nation. The décision of Mrs. Motilal Nehru to attend the Congress
despite age and infirmity was an inspiration to the coming delegates.
The session met at Caleutta on March 31st, in an electric atmosphere.
Dr. Prafulla Ghosh was the Chairman of the Reception Committee.
The Government spared no effort to prevent the holding of the Con-
gress. Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya was not allowed to reacl

aleutta. He was arrested at Asansol, an intermediate station. With
him were arvested Mrs.. Motilal Nehru, Dr, Syed Mahmud and others
who formed the Presidential party. All were removed to Asansol
Jail. Syt. M. 8. Aney, the Acting President of the Congress, was
also arvested and imprisoned while on his way to Caleutta. The
office-bearers of the Reception Committee were put under arrest and
. several Congress leadeérs served with restraint orders at Caleutta.
Chief among the latter were Mrs. Sen-Gupta and Dr. Mohammad
Alam- Nearly a thousand delegates were arrested before their start
or -while on their way to Caleutta. The remaining delegates suc-
geeded in reaching the city. In the face of the ban, about eleven
hundred delegates met at the place selected for the session. The
Police were soon upon the scene and lathis reined on the peaceful
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assembly of the Congressmen. Many of the delegates were seriously
injured and Mrs. Sen-Gupta and other leading Congressmen were
arrested. The Police attempt to prevent the session by forcé, how-
ever, failed, for despite the eontinuance of the laths blows the inner
group of the delegates maintained their seats until all the seven re-
solutions which were to be submitied for adoption, were read out
and passed. Most of those arrested in connection with the Calentta
Qession of the Congress were, however, released as soon as the
Congress was over. Others were tried and convieted. Mrs. Sen-
Gupta also received a sentence of six months. On release from
prison on drd April, Pandit Malaviya proceeded to Caleutta and
soon placed before the conntry unimpeachable testimoney as to the
brutal manner in-which the Police had tried to bresk up the Con-
gress. He challenged the Government to hold an enquiry, but the
challenge has never been taken up. We give below the resolutions
of the Calentta Session:

Resolutions passed at the 47th session of the Indian National
Congress, Calentta, March 31st, 1933.

““This Congress re-affirms the resolution passed at its 44th
session at Lahore, in 1929, declaring Complete Independence o8 its
goal.”’

‘“This Congress holds Civil Disobedience to be a perfectiy legi-
timate means for the protection of the rights of the people, for the
vindication of national self-vespect, and for the attainment of the
national goal.”! =~

““This Congress re-affirms the decision of the Working Committee
arrived at on 1st January, 1932, On a careful survey of all that
bas happened during the past fifteen months, the Congress is firmly
of opinion that, in the situation in which the country is placed, the
Clivil Disobedience movement should be strengthened and extended,
and the Congress, therefore, calls upon the people to pursue the
movemeng with greater vigour on the lines laid down by the Work-
ing Committee in its aforesaid resolution.’’ -

- “This Congress calls upon all classes and sections of the people
in the country to completely eschew foreign cloth, to give preference
to khaddar and to boyeott British goods."’

““This Congress holds that no Constitution framed by the Bri-
tish Government, while it is engaged in conducting a campaign of
rathless repression, involving the imprisonment and internment of
the most trusted leaders of the Nation and thousands of their follow-
-ers, suppression of the fundamental rights of free speech and asso-
ciation, stringent restraint on the liberty of the Press and replace-
ment of the normal Civil Law by virtual Martial Law, deliberately
 initiated by it-on the eve of Mahatma Gandhi’s return from Eng-
and with a view to erush the national spirit, can be worthy of con-
sideration by or aceeptable to the people of India.”’ -

. ““The Congress is confident that the public will -not be duped
byathe scheme outlined in the recently published White Paper which”
is inimieal to the vital interests of India and is devised to perpetuate
foreign domination in this country.’’
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“This Congress offers its congratulations to the country on the
successful termipation of Mahatma Q(Gandhi’s fast of September,
1922, and hopes that untouchability will before long become a thing
of the past.'’ . -

: *“This Congress is of opinion that, to enable the masses to ap-

preciate what ‘Swaraj’, as conceived by the Congress, will mean to
them, it is desirable to state the position of the Congress in a man-
ner easily understood by them. With this objeet in view it reite-
rates resolution No. 14 of the Karachi Session of the Congress of
1931.”" (Resolution on Fundamental Rights).

GANDHIJI’S FAST

The Caleutta Congress was soon followed by an unexpected
event in the country, With a view to help the increasing number
of workers in the Harijan movement to fulfil their task with a purer
and truer spirit of service, Mahatma Gandhi had started, on 6th
May, 1933, a self-purificatory fast of 21 days. In his words, it was
‘‘a heart prayer for purification of myself and my associates for
greater vigilance and watehfulness in connection with the Harijau
rause.’’ ! & |

“I therefore asked friends in India and all the world over to
pray for me and with me that T may safely pass through the ordeal
and that whether I live or die the cause for which the fact is to be
taken may prosper. May I ask my Sanatanist friends to pray that,
whatever be the result of the fast for me, the golden 1id that hides
truth may be removed?’’ He added in a Press interview: ‘‘A re-
ligious movement does not depend for its success on the intellectual
or material resources of its sponsors; but it depends solely npon
the spiritual resources, and fasting is a most known method of adding
to these resources.’’

The Government issued a Communique on the same day stating
that, in view of the nature of the object of the fast and the attitude
of mind which it disclosed, the Government of Indias had decided
that he '(Gandhiji) should be set at liberty. Accordingly, Mahatma
QGandhi was veleased on the evening of Sth May. Immediately on
velease, (Gandhiji issued the following statement recommending the
suspension of the (. D. campaign for six weeks.

Gandhiji said :

I cannot regard this release with any degree of pleasure, and
4s Sirdar Vallabhbbai rightly remarked to me yesterday, how can
1 take advantage of this release in order to prosecute the Civil Dis-
obedience campaign or to guide it? ]

““TThis release, therefore, puts upon me, as a seeker after truth
and & man of honour, a tremendous burden and a strain, This fast
has to continne. I had hoped and I still hope not to excite myself
over snything, nor to take part in any discussions of any naturce
whateoever. The whole purpose of the fast will be frustrated if 1
allowed my brain to be occupied by any extraneous matter, that is.
any matter outside the Harijan work.
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““At the same time, having been released, 1 should be bound to
give a little of my energies to a study of the Civil Disobedience
' 'movement.
“Qf course, for the movement 1 can only say that my views
" about Civil Disobedience have undergone no change whatsoever. I
bave nothing but praise for the bravery and self-sacrifice of the nu-
merous civil resisters. Having said that, 1 cannot help saying that
the secrecy that has attended the movement is fatal to its success.
If, therefore, the movement must be continued I would urge those
who are guiding the movement in different parts of the country to
discard all secrecy. I do mot care if thereby it becomes diffienlt to
secure & single civil resiater.

“‘There can be 1o doubt that fear has seized the common nass.
The Ordinances have cowed them down and I am inelined to think
that the secret methods are largely responsible for the demoralisa-
tion. /

“The movement of Civil Disobedience does not depend so much

- upon the quantity as on the quality of men and women taking part
in it, and if 1 was leading the movement I ghould sacrifice quantity
and insist on quality, If this could be done, it would immediately
raise the level of the movement. Mass instructions on any othar
term is an impossibility. I can say nothing as to the actual cam-
paign. The reflections I have given T had bottled vp all these many
months and I can say Sirdar Vallabhbhai is at one with me in what
I have said.

“One word I would say whether (I like it or not—during these
three weeks all civil resisters will‘be in a state of terrible suspense.
Tt would be better if the President of the Congress, Bapuji Madhav-
rao Aney, were to officially declare suspension for one full month or
aven gix weeks.

““Now I would make an appeal to the Government. If they wanl
real peaco in the land and if they feel there is no real peace, if they
feol that ordinance rule is no rule, they shonld take advantage of
this suspension and unconditionally discharge all the civil resisters.

“Tf I sarvive the ordeal, it will give me time to survey the situu-
tion and to tender advice both to the Congress leaders and, if I may
venture to do so, to the Government, I would like to take up the
thread at the point where I was interrupted 'on my return from
England.

“If no understanding is arrived at Dbetween the Gov
ernment and the Congress as a result of my effort and Civil Disobe-
dience is resumed, it will be open to the Government, if they so choose,
to revive the Ordinance rule. If there is the will on the part of the
Government I have no doubt that a modus operandi can be found.
Of this, so far as I am concerned, I am absolutely. eertain.

 ““Civil Disobedience cannot be withdrawn so long as so many
civil resisters are imprisoned and no settlement can be arrived at
so long as Sirdar Vallabhbhai, Khan Saheb Abdul Gaffar Khan and
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru and others are buried alive.
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““Indeed to call off the ecivil resistence is not within the power
of any of the men who are out of prison, It is possible for the then
Working Committee to do so. I refer to the Working Committee
that was in existence at the time I was arrested. I shall say no more
on the Civil Disobedience movement. Perhaps I have already said
too much, but if I was to say anything I could say so only whilst T
have strength left in me, .

““I would urge pressmen not to worry me any more. T would
urge also would-be visitors once more to restrain themselves, Let
them regard me as being still in prison. I shall-be unfit for holding
political discussions or any other discussions.

““I would like to be left in perfect peace and I would like to
tell the GGovernment that I shall not abuse the release, and if 1 come
safely through the ordeal and I find the political atmosphere as murky
ar it is to-day, without taking a single step secretly or openly im
{furtherance of the Civil Disobedience, I shall invite them to take
me back to Yeravada to join the companions whom I almost seem
to have deserted. . il

‘‘It was a great privilege for me to have been with Sirdar Val-
labhbhai. I was well aware of his matehless bravery and his burn-
ing love of the country, but I have never lived with him as T have
had the good: fortune during the 16 months. The affection with
which he covered mé, recalls to me that of my own dear mother. 1
never knew him to possess motherly qualities. If the slightest thing
happened to me, he would be out of his bed. He superintended every
little detail in connection with my comforts. He and my other asso-
ciates had conspired to let me do nothing, and I hope that Government
will believe me when I say that he always showed a remarkable com-
prehension of the difficulties of the Government whenever we diseuss-
ed any political problem. His solicitude for the farmers of Bardoli
and Kaira I can never forget.”

Close upon Gandhi’s announcement, the Acting President of the
Congress, Mr. M. 8. Aney, made a like announcement suspending
Civil Disobediece for six weeks, Government were not slow either in
publishing their reply.

A Government Convnunique announced that mere suspension of
the Civil Disobedience did not fulfil the conditions laid down for
the release of prisoners. The Government were not prepared to ne-
gotiate with the Congress in the matter.

The official Communique of the Government of India dated
Simla, May 9th, said:

“The release of Mr. Gandhi consequent on his undertaking a
prolonged fast which, as he has stated, is wholly unconnected with
the Government and solely connected with the Harijan movement,
indicates no change whatever in the Government’s general policy
towards the release of the Civil Disobedience prisoners or towards
those who openly or conditionally support the Civil Disobedience
movement,

THE- HISTORY OF THE CONGRESS
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‘e position of the CGovernment in regard to the release of
_the Civil Disobedience prisoners was stated by the Home Member
" in the Legislative Assembly on April 1 last.

- In the course of his speech, he said: ‘“If, in fact, the Congress
does not mesn to revive the struggle, why should that not be made
plain? Is there a mental reservation that, if the policy of the Gov-
ernment is not to their liking, they will hold over the head of the
Government the threat of revival ‘of the Civil Disobedience move-
ment? There can be no co-operation under.a menace of renewal of
the Civil Disobedience.’’

. ¢“We have no wish to keep these prisoners longer than the eir-
cumstances require but equally are we determined not to let them out
‘when their release might léad to a renewal of the Civil Disobedience.
We must not risk re-starting of trouble by premature action.

“Our position has been summed up in the words used by the
Secretary of State in the Commons.

. “He said:--We must have convincing reasons to believe that
their release would mot be followed by a revival of the Civil Dis-
obedience.’

¢ A mere temporary suspension of the Civil Disobedience move-
ment intended to lead up to negotiations with the Congress leaders,

_in no way fuifils the conditions which would satisfy the Govern-
ment of India that, in fact, the Civil Disobedience movement has
been definitely abandoned. There is no intention of negotiating with

 the Congress for a withdrawal of the Civil Disobedience movement
or of releasing prisoners with a view to arrive ‘at any settlement

; with them in regard to these unlawful activities.'’

Simultaneonsly with this negative reply from Simla, there came
a statement from Vienna signed by Syt. Vitthalbhai J, Patel and Syt.
Subhash Chandra Bose. ‘‘The latest action of Mr. Gandhi in sus-
pending Civil Disobedience is a confession of failure,’’ declares the
joint statement of Mr. V. J. Patel and Mr, Subhash Bose given ex-
clusively to Reuter from Vienna.®

The statemaent further states that ‘“‘we are clearly of . the
opinion that Mr. Gandhi as a political leader has failed. The time
has therefore, come for a radical reorganisation of the Congress on
a mew principle with a new method, for which a new leader is essen-
tial, as it is unfair to expeet Mr. Gandhi to work the programme not
consistent with his life-long principles.’’

““If the Congress as a whole,”’ the statement proceeds, ‘‘can
undergo this transformation, it will be the hest course. Failing that,
a new party will have to be formed within the Congress, composed of
radical elements.’’

In the meantime, opinion in Congress circles began to crystal-
lize that the opportunity afforded by Gandhiji’s release should be
utilized for informal consultation among Congressmen in regard to
the situation in the eoantry. In view of the necessity of holding such

* This Is not, however, the first time that Gandhi met with adverse eriticism from either of the dis-

tinguished signatories whose ill-health compelled their stay in a distant land during the compaign, Gandhi

bore the world eriticisms, even as he bore his own mﬂer!ng;. with patience, faith and fortitude. His yow
was fulfilled duly and he broke his fast on the 20th May, 1038,

Co-30.
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a Conference when Gandhiji should be physically fit to participate in
it, the period of suspension of the campaign was extended by the
Acting President for a furthre span of six weeks. The length of
the fast, and the uncertainty in the minds of many as to its-future
course, caused the Nation’s eyes to centre on ‘Parnakuti’, the resi-
dence of Lady Thackersey in Poona where Gandhi abandoned his fast,
and there was universal thanksgiving as the agony of the conclud-
ing days of the fast ended in the happy termination of the ordeal
without any untoward incident.

Tar Poona Conrerencr:—-The informal Conference of Con-
gressmen summoned to review the political situation met in Poona
on July 12th, 1933. Syt. Aney opened the proceedings with an intro-
ductory speech. Gandhiji placed his views on the situation in brief
before the Conference. General diseussion followed and at its con-
clusion the Conference adjourned to the next day. The second day’s
gitting opened with an exhaustive statement by Gandhiji dealing
with the points raised by the members of the Conference and placing
before them his suggestions. The Conference then proceeded to
make its recommendations. It rejeeted a motion for the uncondi-
tional withdrawal of Civil Disobedienca but also threw out a motion
favouring Individual Civil Disobedience. Tn the end the Conference
authorised Mahatma Gandhi to seek an interview with the Vieeroy
for arriving at a settlement with the Government. In aecordance
with that decision, Gandhiji wired to the Viceroy asking for ‘an’inter-
view “with a view to explore the possibilities of peace.’’ The Viceroy,
in reply, however, referred in detail to misleading newspaper reports
as to the trend of discussion at the Poona Conference, and, relying on
such reports, he declined to grant the interview, unless the Congress
fist withdrew the Civil Disobedience movement. Gandhi sent a
reply to the effect that Government had based its attitude on nnautho-
rised publications of the confidential proceedings of the informal
Conference and that, if an interview were granted, he could show
that the proceedings taken as a whole were calculated to bring about
an honourable peace. Gandhiji’s efforts at peace failed to elicit res-
ponse and forced the Nation, if it was to conserve national honour,
to continue the struggle. Mass Civil Disobedience was, however, sus-
pended and all who were able and willing were advised to offer Indi-
vidual Civil Disobedience. Under the orders of the Acting President,
all Congress organisations and war councils ceased to funection in
view of the suspension of mass Satyagrahs. r

Inpivipuan Civir, DisopEDIENCE :—Gandhi inaugurated the cam-
paign of Individual Civil Disobedience by taking the drastie action
of sacrificing what was his most precious possession and thus trying
to share the sufferings endured by thousands of 'villagers in the
eourse of the movement. He disbanded the Sabarmati Ashram and
invited his fellow workers in the Ashram to give up all the other
activities and join the struggle. He vacated the whole Ashram trans-
ferring the moveable property to certain hodies for public use, and
not wishing to make others a party to paying -revenue dues, he
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offered the land, building and crops to Govermment, All the res-
ponse 'the Government made to his offer was a formal one-line
acknowledgment of his letter.

‘When Government declined the offer, Gandhi made it over to
the Harijan movement. {In this connection we may recall a state-
ment that Gandhi had made on the eve of his march to Dandi,—
really it was a determination,—that he would never return to vhe
Ashram until Swaraj was won. And true to his vow, he has not
since the 12th of April, 1930, returned to the Ashram exeept on a
casual visit to see an ailing friend. By this final act of transfer of
the Ashram to the Harijan Sangh, he divested himself of any little
germs of attachment to things mundane, which might possibly take
root in his breast. i

On 1st August, 1933, Gandhiji was to commenae his march to the

village of Ra& 5o famous throughout India ever since Sirdar Vallabh-
bhai’s arvest there in February, 1930. But in the dead of the pre-
vious might Mahatma Candhi and 34 other inmates of his Ashram
were arrvested and sent to prison. e was, however, released on the
morning of the 4th, and served with an order to leave the limits of
Yeravada village and reside in Poona. 'The order was, of conrse, not
obeyed, and, within half an hour of release, Gandhiji was arrested
and senfenced to one year’s imprisonment.

Following his srrest and imprisonment, the campaign of Indi-~
vidual @ivil-Disobedienice’ started i all Provimees; iundreds of work-
& eourting hmprisormrernt in the very first week. The Acting Pre-
sident, Syt. Aney, with thirteen companions, was arrested on Aug-
ust 14, while gtarting on a march from Akela. His successor as Aect-
ing President, Sirdar Sardul Singh Caveeshar, soon followed him
to prison. Before imprisonment, however, he issued orders terminat-
ing the office of the Acting President and the line of Dietators in
various Provinces and Districts, with a view to facilitate the cam-
paign becoming iruly one of Individual Civil Disobedience. From
all over the country, Congress workers followed the lead piven by
Gandhiji; ‘and Trom August, 1933, to March; 1934, a regular stream

e e

of "eivil résisters maintained the campaign. It wall not Be possible
without Tuller material Trom provincial cénfres to report adequately
on the campaign with due justice to all Provinces. 'The Provineial
quotas of imprisoned civil resisters during this last stage of the move-
ment have not all been recorded. It must here suffice to say that
thousands responded to the call and every Provinee did the very best
it could, under the cireumstances, in serving the cause of freedom.
Ctanpimar’s Rerease :—The Government’s refusal to eontinue the
facilities granted to him before his release in May again forecd
Mahatma Gandhi to eommence a fast, i.e., within a few days of his
re-arrest.  The Government remained adamant. Gandhiji's condi-
tion, however, rapidly grew worse and on 20th August, the fifth day
of the fast, he had to be removed to Sassoon Hospital, Poona, still a
prisoner. By 23rd August, however, it had become clear to Gov-
ernment that there was imminent danger to hig life, and he was,
therefore, released unconditionally on that date. This unexpeeted
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development placed him in a most embarrassing position. In view,
however, of the circumstances of his discharge from jail; and as he
did not wish to be a willing party to the undignified ‘eat and mouse
game'’ of arrest, fast, and release, he came to the conclusion that he
must regard himself still not a free man, that he must impose on
himself a limited self-restraint in regard to hig activities up to the
termination of the period of his sentence, that is, up to August 3rd,
1934, and that he must not eourt imprisonment by offering aggres-
give civil resistance. He made it clear, however, that while he would
refrain from aggressive Civil Disobedience, he could not help guid-
ing those who would ask his advice and preventing the national
movement from running into wrong channels. FHe further decided
to devote the intervening period largely to the furtherance of the
Harijan movement. ' b

JAWAHARLAL’S RerEase »—Mrs. Motilal Nehrt’s health had been
latterly worsening and about this time it had begun to cause wide-
spread anxiety. The UP. Government, therefore, decided to release
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehrv a few days before the expiry of his sen-
tence so as to enable him to be with his mother in her serions illness.
He was accordingly released on August 30th. As soon as Mrs. Moti-
lal’s health improved, Pandit Jawaharlal repaired to, Poona where
Mahatma Gandhi was recuperating aud the two met for the first fime
since they separated on the occasion of Gandhiji’s departure for the
R.T.C. in 1931. There naturally followed friendly discussions as to
the situation in the country and the programme before the people.
The discussion eventually led to exchange of leiters containing. &
statement of their views on the programme for the Nation. This
corvespondence was published for the information and guidance of
Congressmen and the general publie.

Harwan Tour—In accordance with lis decision to devote to
the Harijan cause the period of his forced inactivity in the puvely
political field, Gtandhiji commenced a Harijan tour-in the couutry
in November, 1933. He covered, in about ten months, every Pro-
| vinee of India and each day of those long months was a day of an
| intensive study of the problem of un_touchability and the best methods
! of solving it. The tour had an extraordinary propagandist value.
| The response evoked at the gatherings in each Province and ibe
| . attendance at the meetings organized were only less than thoese wit-
| nessed in the country in the days of 1930,  The collections made by

Gandhi in the course of the tour for the cause of the removal of un-
| touchability totalled about eight lakhs of rupees which, in view of
| the trade depression and previously made calls on the public purse,
was eertainly an unexpectedly generous response to his appeal. The
otherwise wholly successful tour was marred by two regrettable in-
cidents, Gandhiji narrowly eseaped at Poona, on 25th June, 1934,
from what might have proved a great calamity for tho Nation, An
unknown and yet untraced person attempted to throw a bomb at him
at a public function where he was to receive an address of welecome

from the Poona Municipality. 'The perpetrator of the attempted
‘ erime, believed to be one who had been enraged at Gandhiji’s cam-
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reached the scene a few 'minutes earlier. ' His  mis-aimed bomb, |
nevertheless, wounded seven innogen{ persons, noné of 'whom, fortu- |
nately, received very serious injuries. The ‘other ineident took place

at Ajmer only about a fortnight later, and this tire it was an irate!

refornier who lost his balance and cut open with a lathi the head of|
Pandit Lalnath of Benares, a determined opponent of the Harijon |
movement. This latter happening led .to a seven days’ fast by |
| Gandhiji as a penance against the intolerance ghown by opponents(
towards cach other in public confroversies. {
He had undertaken an all-India tour for Harijan work, but the |
month of December was the month of his test. Three months’ notice |
being given by Mr. Kelappan to the Trustees in regard to the |
Gurivayoor temple, a final decision was to be reached on. the 1st of |
January, 1934, And it might mean a fast unto death both for Kelap- |
pan and Gandhiji. So it was resolved to take a referendum at Guru- |
vayoor amongst the temple worshippers, and the first experiment I'
made in this behalf was a highly educative as well as succesinl ex- |
periment, [ In the meantime, Dr. Subbaroyan had given notice of a|
Temple Bntry Bill for the Madras Presidency and Government's |
deeision was being awaited. 70n the Guruvayoor referendum, 71 per
cent of the voters voted in favour of Temple Entry and the follow- |
ing report would be found interesting:-— |
“Out of 20,163 opinidns actually given and recorded, exclud-|
ing refusals to vote, the following is an analysis of the voting:~—

In favour - .. 15563 or T7 per cent.
Against, Al e BT or 181 per) cent,
Neutml ! .. 42016 or 10 per cent.

‘A remarkable feature of the referendum was that more than
8,000 women recorded in favour of Temple-Entry hy Harijans.”

The new yéar opened auspiciously enough, as the apprehended fast of
Gandhi over the Guruvayoor temple was averted. But the progress of
events in the line of Civil Disobedience was none too satisfactory. The
prisoners who were released were fagged. The provineial leaders who had
promised to lead their Provinces at Poona, if Mass Civil Digobedience were
given up and Individual Civil Disobedience continued, did not carry out
their pledges except in a few cases. Those who were released from jalls
found themselves unable or unwilling to face another conviction. And
those that were prepared to face it would not get if. Government had
hit on the plan of lathi-charging or imprisoning and ill-treating in sub-
jails, and releasing, re-arresting and releasing again, after an interval.
The process was tiresome and the only rest that conviction would give was
taken away. It was like a cat shaking the rat by the mouth and leaving it
and then catching it again. It would neither kill nor release.

Tur Biar Earrmquake:—The whole of India staggered to its
feet on 16th January, shocked at the news the morning papers
brought to every home, of the nnprecedented calamity that had over-
taken Bihar on the previous afternoon. Within the space of a few
minutes, the face’ of the Provinee was changed beyond recognition.

paign against'm_ifouéhability,'mistook for (fandhi’s car another which {

ol
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Thousands of buildings fell into dust and buried within the bowels
of the earth. From below ground, sand emerged to destroy ex-
tensive areas of rich erops. Water at a temperature of 110 degrees
pushed its way to the surface from a depth of 1,600 feet. A sandy
expanse stretched where, only a moment ago, river beds carried the
life-endowing current which irrigated the land or where smiliug
rields bore the burden whieh fed and sustained the life of millions.
Thousands of families were orphaned and widowed and their inno-
cent babes crushed in death beneath falling debris within, almost
literally, the twinkling of an eye. No cold figures ean give a frue
picture of what Nature had miswrought in a few minutes in Bihar,
Yet some may be quoted. The earthquake affected an area of
30,000 sq. miles and a population of about a crore and half, Nearly
20,000 persons are recorded to have lost their lives. Iouses num-
bering over 10 lakhs were damaged or destroyed. 65,000 wells and
tanks were destroyed or damaged. Nearly 10 lakhs of bighas of crops
wrere covered with sand and damaged. '

To meet a catastrophe of this magnitnde, both Bihar and India
rose to the occasion. (ver a crore of rupees were subscribed to the
various funds, the amount received by the Bihar Central Relief Com-
mittee up to the end of June being over Rs. 27 lakhs. Most leaders
and workers sped from many parts of India to come to the rescue of
the afflicted and to help to organise systematic relief. The excellent
report of the Committee, will give to all 3 realistic idea of the extent
of dimage and the measures of relief which over 2,000 workers
carried out at 2568 centres.

Among the outside leaders who visited the devastated avea was
Pandit Jawahailal Nehru, The visit was not only a foken of sym-
pathy. It was a personal example of service. On one occasion, when
veports reached that living men-lay buried under the debris of fallen
houses, he put on a volunteer’s badge, took a pick-axe on his shoulder,
and, accompanied by a batch of volunteers with pick-axes, shovels and
baskets, he marched to the place. He and others then plied their
pick-axes and shovels, carrying the debris in baskets on their heads.
The Bihar Harthquake also intervened fo change Gandhiji's pro-
gramme. Bihar and its workers had at that time to face numerous
complicated problems arising out of the situation created by the
earthquake and the impending floods, and Gandhiji devoted a month
to give them his guidance and advice. Tn the result, a conference
was held of representatives from all parts of the country at which the
Bihar Central Relief Committee was set up to control the velief
operations, and the ground cleared for onc of the biggest schemes of
distress relief ever orgamised by Congress in recent years. During
his stay in Bihar, Gandhiji visited the afflicted towns and villages,
. aequainted himself personally with the miserable plight of the
vietims of the great calamity and helped the newly formed Committee
to chialk out its plans of work. He rushed some of lis own trained
workers to the scene and placed them at the serviee of Bihar. The
Provinee had yet to confront problems of a complexity and a magni-
tude of which probably those outside the Province had no adequate



-
éy ). | _
, /% FROM THE FAST TO THE LOOSE PULLEY 567

conceptlon (An aunthoritative account of the relief operations is
given in Appendix VIII).

On completlon of his brief tour in Bibar, Pandit Jawaharlal found
himself once again a prisoner of Government, During hig visit to Cal-
' catta, he had delivered two speeches on the situation in Bengal and the
latest development 1n Midnapur District. The Bengal Government could
brook no mention of the so-called terrorists of the Province exeepf in terms
of unqualified condémnation. Pandit Jawaharlal’s frank speeches deal-
ing with the psychology of terrorism, and the metlods adopted by the
authorities in meeting it, could not be tolerated by the Bengal bureau-
cracy.  Decency prevented the Bengal Police {rom arresting him while
he was on a mission of humanity in Bihar, but he had hardly reached his
home in Allahabad when the prison gate agam opened for him. e was
tried for his two Caleutta speeches and given the heavy sentence of two
years.

Bver since the Poona Conference of July, 1933, an increasing number
of Congressmen were coming to form the view that, in the sitnation exist-

ing in the country as a rvesult of Ordinance rule, a programme of entry

into the Legislature.s was necessary to find a way out of what was held
to be a ‘stalemate,”’ This view found an organised expression in a move
to summon-a Conference of Congress leaders sharing the above opiuion for
the purpose of giving conerete shape to the desire for a new line of
action, = This Conference met at Delhi on 3lst March, 1933, under the
Presidentship of Dr, Amsapri. Tt resolved that the "All-India fwaraj
Party which had been in abeyance should be revived in order to enable
Congressmens. who were not offering Individual = Civil Disobedience to
undertake a thorough organisation of the electorate and carry out the
Constructive Programme as'contemplated in the Poona statement of Ma-
hatma Gandhi (July 1933). The Conference also expressed the view that
it was imperative for the Party to participate in the forthcoming clections
to the Legislative Assembly, To that end it laid down that the elections
should be foueht on two main issues,~(1) to get all repressive laws re-
pealed, and (2) to reject proposals containéd in the White Paper and zet
them replaced by the National Demand on thé lines indicated hy Mahatua
Gandhi at the R. T. C. The Conference, after coming to these tentative
decisions, sent a deputation to Gandhiji consisting of Dr. Ansari, Syt
Bhulabhai Desai and Dr. Bidban Chandra Roy with a view to discuss its
!‘E!B'thtlon with him and ascertain his opinion before acting apon the de-
eisions; i

Gandhi was at the time touring in the earthquake-affected area of Bihar
and happened to spend his silence day (the 2nd April, 1934) at an out-
of-the-wuy place called Saharsa where, without any knowledge of what
had happened aft Delhi, he independently drew up a statement which he
wanted to issue to the Préss. But just when it was 1o be so issued, a
message was received from Dr, Ansari intimating to him that the depu-
tation appointed by the Delhi Conference on the previous day wa§ coming
to meet lini at Patna, He held over the statement pending consultation
with them, and it was issued later on the 7th after full discussion wn‘h

L
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| them. The publication of the statement was preceded by & Jetter to Dr.
Ansari, and we give the letter and the statement below :—

GANDHIJI’S LETTER TO DR, ANSARI
PATNA, April 5, 1934.

THE HISTORY OF THE CONGRESS

“Dear Dr. Ansari,
it was good of you, Bhulabbai and Dr. Bidhan to come all the
way to Patna to diseuss the resolutions arrived at recently at an in-
formal meeting of some Congressmen and to ascertain my opinion on
them. T have no hesitation in welcoming the revival of the Swarajya
Party and the decision of the meeting to take part in the fortheoming
olections to the Assembly which you tell me is about to be dissolved.
My views on the utility of the Legislatures in the present state
are well known. They remain, on the whole, what they were in 1920
But I feel that it is not only the might but it is the duty of every
Coungressman who, for some reason or other, does not want to or
cannot take part in civil resistance and who has faith in entry into
the Legislatures, to seek entry and form combinations in order to
prosecute the programme which he or they believe to be in the
interest of the country. Consistently with my view above mention-
ed, T shall be at the disposal of the party at all times and render
such assistance as if, is in my power to give. i
Yours sincerely; °
(8d.) M. K. Gandhi”’,

GANDHI 'S STATEMENT

(Dated, Patna, April 7, 1934)

“hig statement was drafted by me on my day of silence at
Saharsa, that is, Haster Monday, 2nd instant. I passed it on to
Rajendra Babu and then it was circulated among the friends who
were present. The original draft has undergone considerable Tovi-
gion. 1t is also abridged. But in essence it remains as it was on
Monday. I regret that I have not been able to show it to all friends
and colleagues with whom 1 would have been delighted to share it..
But as I had no doubt whatsoever about the soundness of my deci-
sion and as (I knew that the ecivil resistance of some friends was im-
minent, I was not prepared to take the risk of delaying publication
by waiting for the opinion of friends. The decision and every word
of the statement are in answer to intense introspection, searching of
the heart, and waiting upon God. The deeision carries with it re-
flectior. upon no single individual. It is a humble admission of my
own limitations and a due sense of the tremendous responsibility that
I have carried on my shoulders all these long years.

“This statement owes its inspiration to a personal chat with
the inmates and associates of the Satyagraha Ashram who had just
come out of prison and whom, at Rajendra Babu's instauce, I had
sent to Bihar. More especially is it due to a revealing information
I got in the course of a conversation about a valued companion of
long standing who was found reluctant to- perform the full prison
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task and preferring his private studies to the allotted task. This
| was undoubtedly contrary to the rules of Satyagraha. More than
the imperfection of the friend, whom I love more than ever, it brought
home to me my own imperfeetion, The friend said he had thought
thiat I was aware of his weakness. I was blind. Blindness in a
leader is unpardonable. I saw at once that T must for the time
being remain the sole representative of a civil resistance in action.
. “During the informal Conference week at Poona in July last,
T had stated that, while meny individual eivil resisters would be
welcome, even one was sufficient to keep alive the message of Satya-
graha, Now, after much searching of the heart, I have arrived at
the conclusion that in the present eircumstances only one, and that
myself, and no other should, for the time being, bear the responsi-
bility of eivil resistance, if it is to suceeed as & means of achieving
Purna Swaraj. - '
€47 feel that the masses have mot received the full message of
Satyagreha owing to its adulteration in the process of transmission.
It has hocome elear to me that spiritualiinstruments suffer in their
potency when their use is taught through non-spiritual media.
Spiritual messages are self-propagating. The reaction of the masses
throughout the Harijan tour has been the latest forcible illustration
of what T mean. The splendid response of the masses has been
spontaneous. The workers themselves were amazed at the attend-
ance and the fervour of vast masses whom they had never reached.
““Satyagraha is a purely spiritual weapon. It may be used for
what appear.4o be mundane ends, and through men and women who
do not understend it spiritually, provided the director knows that
the weapon is spiritual. Fvery one cannot use surgical instruments.
Many may use ¢hem if there is an expert behind them directing their
use, I claim to be a. Satyagraba expert in the making. I have'need
to be far more careful than the expert surgeon who is complete master
of his science. ] am still a humble searcher. The very nature of the
science of Satyagraha precludes the student from seeing more than
the step immediately in front of him.

“Phe intrespection prompted by the conversation with the
Ashram inmafes has led me to the conelusion that 1 must advise all
Congressmen to suspend civil resistance for Swaraj as distinguished
from specific grievances. They should leave it to me alone. It should
be resumed by others in my life-time only under my direction, unless
one arises claiming to know the science better than I do and inspires
confidence. I give this opinion as the author and initiator of Satya-
oraha. Henceforth, therefore, all who have been impelled to eivil
resistance for Swaraj under my advice, directly given or indirectly
inferred, will please desist from civil resistance. I am quite con~
vinced that this.ig the best course in the interests of India’s fight for
freedom. s (il , ;

“I am in deadly earnest about this greatest of weapons at the
disposal of mankind. It is claimed for Satyagraha that it is a com-
plete substitute for violence or war. It ig designed, therefore, to
reach the hearts both of the so-called ‘terroriste’ and the rulers who

L
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seek to voot out the ‘terrorists’ by emasculating the whole Nation.
But the indifferent civil resistance of many, grand as it has been in
its results, has not touched the hearts either of the “terrorists’ or the
rulers as a class. Unadulterated Satyagraha must touch the hearts -
of both. To test the truth of the proposition, Satyagraha needs to
be confined to one qualified person at a time. The trial has never
been made. It mnst be made now.

“‘Let me caution the rveader against mistaking Satyagraha for
mere ecivil resistance. Tt covers much more than ecivil resistance
It means relentless search for Truth, and the power that such a search
gives fo the searcher can only be pursued by strictly non-violeut
means.

**What are the civil resisters, thus freed, to do¥ If they are to
be ready for the call whenever it comes, they must learn the art and
the beauty of self-denial and volutitary poverty. They must engage
themselves in  nation-building activities, the spread of khaddar
through personal hand-spinning and hand-weaving, the spread of
communal unity of hearts by irreproachable personal conduct to-
wards one another in every walk of life, the banishing of untonch-
ability in every shape or form in one’s own person, the spread of total
abstinence from intoxicating drinks and drugs by personal contact
with individual addicts and, generally, by cultivating personal
purity. These are services which provide maintenance on a poor
man’s geale, Those for whom the poor man’s scale js not feasible
ghould find place in small unorganised industries of national im-
portance which give better wages. Let it be understood that eivil
resistance is for those who know and perform the duty of voluntary
obedience to law and authority.

‘It is hardly necessary to say that in issuing this statement [
am in no way usurping the function of the Congress. Mine is mere
adv}i]ce ,to those who look to me for guidanee in matters of Satya-
eraha.’

Gandhi’s statement was a result of ‘‘an intense introspeetion;
searching of the heart, and waiting upon God.”” Adulteration of Satya-
graba in the process of iransmission, reaction of the massés manifested
during Harijan tour,—all these impressed upon Gandhi the necessity of
confining the movement to himself, an expert in Satyagraha, even as surgi-
cal intruments should be used only~by expert surgeons. The result was
tlic suspension of Civil Disobedience as'a mass movement.

Dr. Ansari, in his statement issued at the same time, made it clear
that the whole-hearted and sponfaneous support of Mahatma Gandhi
happily removed all chances of opposition and division in the Congress
and that the dual programme, fight both within and without the Legisla-
ture, would remove political inertia and sullen discontent among the in-
telligentsia and the people.

A Conference was convened at Ravchi on 2ud and 3rd May, 1934,
primarily to take necessary steps for making the Swaraj Party a pulsat-
ing and living organisation. One of the essential aims was to seek the
approval and support of the All-India Congress Committee, vouchsafed -
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to it by Gandhi. 'T'he first resolution was an approval of the Delhi Con-
ference resolutions reviving the Swaraj Party and contesting of the As-
sembly elections on the issues of the rejection of the White Paper, thé
summoning of & Constituent Assembly for preparing the National De-
mand, and repealing the repressive laws. Then a revised Constitution
of the Swaraj Party was adopted, according to which the Swaraj Party
might not accept the Congress guidance in matters of internal adminisira-
tion' and party finance. It was distinctly laid down that, on all broad
policies, the Swaraj Party should be guided by the Congress organisation.

The programme of the Swaraj Party as laid down by the Ranchi
Conference on 3rd May, 1934, provides for securing of the repeal of all
acts and regulations that impede the healthy growth of the Nation and
speedy attainment of Purna Swaraj, for securing the release of all poli-
tical prisoners, for vesisting all acts and proposals for legislative enact-
ments which: may be ecaleulated to exploit the country, for organising
villages, for effecting reform in matters such as labour, currency, exchange,
agriculture, and finally for carrying out the Constructive Programme of
the Congress. /

All these subjects were finally discussed by the All-Tndia Congress
Committee at its meetings held in Patna on 18th and 19th May, 1934, Tf
may be incidentally noted that the AJ.C.C. was the only bedy in the
Congress organisation which had not come undex the ban of Government.
Civil Disobedience was suspended as per recommendation of Gandhi and
the following resolution concerning the Swaraj Party was passed:—-

“*Inasmuch as there exists in the Congress a vast body of mem-

bers who believe in the necessity of entry into the Legislatures as

" a step in the country’s progress towards its goal, the All-India Con-

gress Committee hereby appoints Pandit Madan Mohan Malaviya and

Dr, M. A, Ansari to form a board, with Dr, Ansari, as President,

called the Parliamentary Board consisting of not more than 25 Cen-
gressmen, _ |

““The Board shall run and control elections of members to the
Legislature on behalf of the Congress and shall have power to raise,
possess and administer funds for carrying its duties.

““The Board shall be subject to the control of the All-India
Congress Committee and shall have power to frame its Constitution
and make rules and regulations from time to time for the manage-
ments of its affairs. The Constitution as well as the rules and re-
gulations shall be placed before the Working Committee for ap-
proval, but shall -he in foree pending the approval or otherwise of
the Working Committee. '

““The Board shall seleet only such candidates as will be pledged
to carry out in the Legislatures the Congress Policy as it will be de-
termined from time to time.'’
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CGHAPTER 111
Marxine Tive

There being a general desire for an early session of the Indian Na-
tional Congress, it'was decided that the next ordinary session be held at
Bombay in the first week of October, 1934, which date, owing to the
uncertainty of the monsoon, was later changed to the last week of
October. In April, events took place which had led to vikal changes and
their character is indicated in the following correspondence.

(The correspondence in: question appears on page 568).

The Working Committee of the Congress also held its sittings at
Patna, just before and after the A.LC.C, ie, on 18th, 19th and 20th
May, 1934. It made recommendations with regard to the snuspension of
eivil resistance and the adoption of the Council-entry programme which
were, as indicated above, accepted by the AIC.C. The Working Com-
mittee, in view of the decision of the A.1.C.C.,, suspending civil resistance,
called upon all the Congressmen to abide by that decision, The Congress-
men all over the country obeyed this direction and the eivil resistauce
movement stood suspended on 20th May, 1934,

Simultaneously, the Working Committee, in modification of the -
structions issued by the Acting President at Poona in July, 1938, called
upon all Congressmen to reorganise all Congress Committees for the pur-
pose of earrying on normal Congress activities. It appointed sevoral lead-
ing Cougressmen with full powers on behalf of the Working Committee,
to help this reorganisation in different Provinces. In view of the sus-
pension of eivil resistance, the office of the Acting President naturally ter-
minated and in the absence, in prison, of Sirdar Vallabhbhai Patel, the
President of the Congress, Syt. Jamnalal Bajaj was nominated by the
Working Committee to act as President of that Committee and to exer-
cise all the powers of the President till the ensuing session of the Con-
aress.

1t was not without some ado that the Patna decisions were arrived
at. On the ome hand there was a large body of opinion still extant which
plumped for a no-change programme and which did not conceal its anti~
pathy to Couneil work. On the other there was the steadily growing
Socialist Party which, without sharing Gandhian ideals with the Congress,
nevertheless stood four-square against Council-entry. All opposition, how-
ever, vanished into thin air when Gandhi stood up, rather sat down, and
spoke. He had been touring in Orissa in the Harijan cause on foot. Tle
had been making a new experiment in touring on  foot. His visit to Patna
was to him a wrench from work which was dearest to his heart. It was
doubtless true that the new method considerably restricted the range of
his travel and incidentally it meant a large curtailment of collections.
But Gandhi began to feel that tour by rail and motor would mean that
he was a machine for colleeting funds. To make matters worse, it was
contemplated that Gandhi should tour the U.P. in aeroplane as well. All
thig was repugnant to his taste. He had started the new experiment and
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must earry it on. But Patna disturbed him, nov did he resent it. He had
invited the interruption by his famous statemeént of April 7th (1934). He
must implement it. e must liquidate the Civil Disobedience movement,
vesting all residual rights in himself. He had started it in a like fashion
under a resolution of the Working Committee in February, 1930, autho-
‘rising him to carry out Salt Sstyagraha. The movement ended as it began,
and Gandhi, in two remarkable speeches, poured out his whole soul before
the A.I.C.C. onee again in Patoa.

The month of May, 1984, also saw the birth of the Socialist Party in
India. It held its first All-India Conference at Patna on 17th May, 1934,
under the Presidentship of Acharya Narendra Dev. Besides dealing with
the question of Council-entry and the textile strike, it/resolved that the
time had come for the setting up of an All-India organisation of the So-
ciulists in the Congress, and to that end it appointed a drafting comniitten
to prepare a draft programme and constitution for sueh an organisation
for submission to the Bombay Session of the All-India Socialist Confer-
ence, Since the Patna meeting, branches of the Socialist' Party were
formed in several Provinces.

The Patna decisions were soon followed by a change in the centre of
gravity of the Congress. The Civil Disobedience movement was switeh-
gd off and' the Couneil-entry programme was Switched on. It was ag if
the belt in a workshop turning round the shaft was simply slipped off
the Tast on to thesloose pulley. In the twinkling of an eye, faster tlhan the
fall of an objeet whose position is dislocated, quicker than the alternation
of darkness with light when the current is off, more expeditiously than the
stopping of moving piece of machinery brought about by the pushing of
a bar did the Civil Disobedience movement yield place to Council-entry.
Gandhi alone remained free to practise the former, not that the comntry
had none others to kéep him company, but at Patna that was the position
created by the resolutions passed by the ALC.C. Gandhi resumed his
Harijan tour in Utkal and followed it up by a tour in U.P. The time-
Jimit was about fo expire which he had placed upon himself in respect of
pariicipation in & political programme. August 4th was the day on which
he would have been released if his fast had not compelled Government to
release him.' Speculation was rife as to what he would do thereafter.
Would he precipitate a crisis by going to the Frontier against the refusal
of permission by the Government of Indiat Else why did he reserve fo
himgelf the right to practise Individual Disobedience? But would he,
having permitted the country to contest elections to the Assembly, plunge
it info an abyss of sorrow and confusion, by seeking prison himself? That
was unthinkable; that was not Gandhi-like. Whatever Gandhi might do
or might not do, whosoever might contset or might mot coritest elections,
there was enough to shake work for Congressmen throughout the eountry
Almost all the Congress and allied organisations had been declared un-
lawful bodies, with the exception of the All-India Congress Committee,
early in 1932. Government tock early steps to lift the ban on Congress
organisations in the country and the ban was lifted on most of them on
12th June, 1984, Only those in the N.W.F. and in Bengal and some of
the allied or affiliated organisations like the Hindustan Seva Dal in some
Provinces continued to be under the ban. In gsome Provinces the Gov-
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ernment still retained possession of the premises used by organisations
which, according to it, were directly or indirectly connected with the
Civil Disobedience movement and some were not restored even till the
middle of 1935, The Government also announced a general policy of ex-
pediting the release of the Civil Disobedience prisoners, but many of them,
specially from Gujarat, remained still behind the prison bars. Deverai
Congressmen in Gujarat, though life-long residents in British India, were
ot allowed to enter it and were for all practical purposes under intern-
ment in Indian States. Persons in different parts of the country who
were connected Wwith the Civil Disobedience movement were not given
passports to leave India on legitimate business. i

. Immediately after the Patna decisions, however, Congressmen all
over the country had already started re-organising the Congress, Com-
mittees and, by the month of June, most Congress Committees in the Pro-
vinces had resumed their normal functioning as before 1932. Accordingly,
the Working Committee met at 'Wardha on June 12th and 13th, and
again.on June 17th and 18th at Bombay. It laid down for the newly or-
ganised Congress Committees a constructive programme, the main items |
of which were production of khaddar through self-spinning and spread
therefore within the avea of production, removal of untouchability, the
promotion of inter-comuunal unity, the promotion of total abstinence from
intoxicating drinks and drugs and advocacy of prohibition, promotion of
education on national lines, promotion and development of useful small
industries, organisation and reconstruction of village life in its deonomie
edueational, social and bygienic aspects, spread of nseful knowledge
amongst the adult population in the villages, or organisation of industrial
labour, and such other activities as are not incomsistent with the Congress
objective or general policy and which will not involve any form of civil
resistance. 'The Committee also decided to draw the. attention of the
Government to the discrepancy in the Communique withdrawing the ban
on Congress organigations, which, though cancelling notifieations against
constituent parts of the Congress organisation, had retained the ban on
the Khudai Khidmatgars, who were, since August, 1931, part of the Con-
gress, The Covernment, however, while not denying the patent discre-
pancy, refused to withdraw their notification against the Khudai Khid-
matgars as also the Afghan Jirga,

Another important question which came up before the Working Com-
mittee at its Bombay sitting was the one relating to the Congrdss policy in
regard to the White Paper proposals and the Communal Award, The
| Congress Parliamentary Board having asked the Working Committee to
| enunciate this policy, the Committee passed its well-known resolution on
| the question. The resolution was preceded by diseussions which disclosed
| a fundamental difference in the points of view of Pandit Malaviyaji and
.‘ Syt. M. 8. Aney on the oue side, and the Working Committee on the ‘other.
| The former felt that they could not, in view of this difference, retain their
" conmection, respectively, with the Congress Parliamentary Board and the
. Working Committee and hence they tendered their resignations. As,

however, it was felt that a fuller discussion might eventually prevent this
development, they were persuaded by their colleagues to withdraw their
resjgnations.
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The Working Committee resolution dealing with the White Paper
was as follows —

“¢The White Paper in no way expresses the will of the people of
India, has been more or less condemned by almost all the Indian
Political parties, and falls far short of the Congress goal, if it does
not retard the progress towards it. 'The only satisfactory alternative
to the White Paper is a Constitution drawn up by a Constituent
Assembly elected on the basis of adult suffrage or as near it as pos-
sible, with the power, if necessary, to the important minoritics, to
have their representatives elected exelusively by the electors belong-
ing to sueh minorities.

““The White Paper lapsing, the Communal Award must lapse
automatically, Among other things, it will be the duty of the Con-
stituent Assembly to dctermine the method of representation of im-
portant minorvities and make provision for otherwise safeguarding
their inferests. ;

‘‘Since, however, the different communities in the country are
sharply divided on the question of the Communal Award, it is neces-
sary to define the Congress attitude on it. The Congress claims to
represent equally all the communities composing the Indian Nation
and, therefore, in view of the division of opinion, ean neither accept
nor reject the Communal Award as long as the division of opinion

lasts. At the same time, it is necessary to re-declace the policy of |

the Congress on the communal question,

““No solution that is not purely national ean be propounded by
the Congress. But the Congress is pledged to aceept any solution,
falling short of the national, which is agreed to by all the parties
concerned, and, eonversely, to reject any solution which is not agreed
to by any of the said parties.

‘“Judged by the national standard, the Communal Award is
wholly unsatisfactory, besides being open to serious objections on
other grounds.

61t is, however, obvious that the only way to prevent the un-
toward consequences of the Communal Award is to explore ways and
means of arviving at an agreed solution and not by any -appeal on
this essentially domestic guestion to the British Government or any
other outside authority.'’

While the suspension of the civil resistance campaign led to a grudg-
ingly slow process of expediting the release of C. D, prisoners, it was clear
that Government had made up their minds not to release Sirdar Vallabh-
bhai Patel, Pandit Jawaharlal or Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan. In the case
of two of these, Sirdar Vallabhbhai and Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan, there
was no fixed period of imprisonment. They were both imprisoned under
the Regulations as early as 1982 and were State prisoners during the
pleasure of the Government. Circumstancs, however, soon developed
which forced the hands of the Government. Sirdar Vallabhbhai had been
suffering from serious nose trouble of a long standing nature, which grew
worse and by the month of July had assumed & very serious aspeet. The
examination by a Medical Board appointed by Government diselosed the
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urgent necessity of an operation which could be properly done only if
he was a free man. Accordingly, the Government released him on 14th
July, 1934,
| The discussions with Pandit Malayviya and Syt. Aney were venewed
| at the Benares meeting of the Working Committee held there from July
97th to 30th. Short of abandoning its’ fundamental attitude of .non-
acceptance and non-rejection of the Communal Award, the Working Com-
mittee explored all avenues for discovering a via media with a view to
retain the co-operation of Pandit Malaviya and Syt. Aney. In wiew of
| the point made by them relating to ‘he deep and long standing convie-
tion. of some leading Congressmen in regard to the question of electorates,
| Gandhi offered & compromise providing for exception being made in the
case of those among otherwise eligible candidates who had & conscientious
objection to the Working Committee’s resolution on the Communal Award.
' @andhi’s formula was not found adequate by Pandit Malaviya and Syt.
| Aney. In view of this, the former resigned the Presidentship of the
Congress Parliamentary Board and the latier the membership of the
| Working Committee and of the Congress Parliamentary Board. Bengal
™ had a grievance too which related to the extra seats given to the Harijans,
;- | so that Bengal’s opposition to the attitude of the Working Committee was
. | based not merely on their hostiliy to the rest of the communal deeision,
' | but to the Poona Pact as well. _
Doubts having avisen on the Congress policy in regard to Swadeshi,
the Working Committee at this same meeting reaffirmed the Congress posi-
tion on Swadeshi and laid down its policy, in wnequivoeal terms, as follows:

“Doubts having arisen on the Congress poliey in regard to
Swadeshi, it has become necessary to reaffirm the Congress position
on it in unequivocal terms.

“Notwithstanding what was done during the eivil resistance
strugele, no competition is permissible on Congress platform and in
Congress exhibitions between mill-made cloth and hand-spun and
hand-woven khadi. Congressmen are expected to use and encourage
the use of only hand-spun and hand-woven khadi, to the exclusion
of any other cloth.

“Tn regard to articles other than cloth, the Working Commuittee
adopts the following formula for the guidance of all Congress or-
ganisations:

“The Working Committee is of opinion that the activifies of
Congress organisations relating to Swadeshi shall be restrieted to
useful articles manufactured in India through cottage and other
small’ industries which are in need of popular education for their
support, and which will accept the guidance of the Congress organi-
sations in regulating prices and in the matter of the wages and wel-

. fare of labour under their control.”’

“‘This formula must not be interpreted to mean any modifica:
tion of the unbroken policy of the Congress to promote the Swadeshi
gpirit in the country and to encourage the personal nse of only Swa-
deshi articles; The formula is a recognition of the faet that the
large and organised industries which can or do command State aid
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are in no need of the services of Congress organisations or any Con-
gress effort in their behalf,!’ .

On the question of discipline among the office-beavers, the Work-
ing Conmmittee was of opinion that,

‘“All Congressmen, whether they believe in the Congress pro-
gramme. and policies or not, are expected, and offiee-bearers and
members of the Hxecutive are in honour bound, to carry them ont,
‘and that office-bearers and members of the HExeentive who carry on
propaganda or act against the Congress programme and policies ave,
in accordance with the rules made by the A.LC.C. dated May 24,
1929, nnder Art: XXXKI. of the Constitution, elearly guilty of breach
of discipline and liable to disciplinary action,’’

The Working Committee having considered the resignation of Syt.
M. 8. Andy, recognised the high-minded motive that had prompted the
rglsignation'and regretfully accepted it. The Working Comunittes placed
on record its sense of the great assistance rendered by him to the Com:
nittee. Dr. Mohammad Alam also had sent in his resignation, but for a
different reason.

Consequent upon their resignations, Pandit Malaviya and Syt. Aneyi
summoned a Conference of Congressmen and others which met at Calentta,
on the 18th and 19th August under the Pre¢identship of Pandit Malaviya. |
The Conference decided that a separate Party should be constituted with
the object of carrying on agitation against the Communal Award and the!
White Paper; in the Legislatures and outside, and of setting up candi-
dates for election to the Legislative Assembly for the promotion of that l
object. After laying down the principles which wonld govern its selec-
tion of Party candidates, and passing resolutions condemning the White
Paper and the Communal Award, the Conference requested the Working
Committee of the Congress to call a meeting of the AT.C.C. with a view
to revising its resolution on the Award. :

In the concluding week of August took place an event which partly
eased the political tension kept up in the country by the spirit of vepres-
sion which Government was maintaining even after the suspension of eivil
resistance. The continned detention of Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan offend-
ed public opinion, The Frontier Provinee was one of those Provinces in
the country which had borne the brunt of the fight, whether in 1980 or
in 1932-34. The spirit of non-violence and patient suffering of the martial
Pathang had been sorely iried, but—and that is the proud assertion of
the Frontier’s representatives—they never forsook the path of non-
violence, despite provocations which only the medieval and autoeratic
tradition of the Province conld make possible. There was, therefore, a
widespread feeling that the detention in jail of the leader of the Province
was unjust. Gandhi’s mind was greatly exercised over the question of
the Frontier and he was considering how to solve the problem of per-
sonally knowing the whole truth about that Province. The sudden re-
lease of Khan Abdul Gaffar Khan and his brother Dr. Khan Sahel in
the last week of August was, therefore, a matier of general relief. But
though free men, they were not free to vigit their own Province and home.

The Government, while releasing them, prohibited their entry into the
ComB. i
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Frontier Prownca, which ‘had implicitly obeyed mstructmns m regzu‘d
to ‘the suspension of eivil resistance.

In the month of September, the Working Committee met on the 25th
at Wardha and reiterated the Congress goal and the means of its attain-
ment, in view of the misgivings that rose in the minds of some Congress
men and others that the goal of Purna Swaraj was being watered down.
It was virtually a repetition of the Karachi position. In respect of the
‘coming elections’, the Working Committee urged that all provincial and
other suhordmate Congress organisations should regard it as their duty
to help the Congress V'arliamentary Board in its election activities, and
that it was not open to them to support any Party or candidate opposed
to the official policy of the Congress, and it expected every Congressman,
save on grounds of conseience, to support the Congress candidates in the
fortheoming elections. The Zanzibar Indians and their g:ievan-..as over
the contemplated foreible expropriation of their just rights in land was
the subject of another resolution, A delicate situation arose over the new
Party formed by Syt. M. 8. Aney. A resolution was passed by this Party
iito the effect that a meeting of the AI.C.C. should be convened soias to
have the resolution of the Working Committe¢ on the communal deeision
eviewed by the A.LC.C. The President invited Pandit Malavl)'aji and
Syt. Aney to attend the meeting and present their viewpoint in person.
The Working Committee dnly met and gave several hours to the consi-
deration of the question of calling a meeting of the ALC.C. and finally
came to the eonclusion that masmuch as the Workmg Committee had no
doubt about the propriety of its actlon, and in view of the faet that new
\elections for the ALC.C. were going on, the Working Committee conld
inot take the responsibility of calling the meeting, It was mentioned at
{the meeting that, if members of the A.L.C.C. had any grievance against

‘the Working Dommittee in respeet of its vesolution, it was open to any
| 30 members of the A. L.C.C. to send a requisition which would have com-
i pelled the Working Committee to convene such a meeting.

The Working Committee also discussed the question of rcleasmﬂ' on
! the grounds of conscienee, candidates for election to the Assembly fmm
the obligation to conform fo the Working Committee resolution on the ¢oin-
munal deeision, The Working Committee came to the conelusion, in the
absence of any such resolution on release by the Working Committee,
that no exemption could be granted. Gandhi had made u proposal to
Panditji, in answer -to a message sent by the latter through Syt. Aney,
that the way to avoid acrimony and econflict was to reich an agvecment
on the bisis of examination of the prospects of success of rival candidates,
the candidature of those who had less chance of suceess being withdrawn.
But while on this no agreement could be reached, the Board decided nof
to contest scats where Pandit Malaviyaji and Syt. Aney stood as candi-
dates. It was also decided not to enter into contest in Sind and in the
city of Calcutta,

About this time another important development took place in thel
history of the Congress. It was widely rumoured that Gandhi would
leave the Congress. This was not a mere rumour, as Ganchi had been
freely mentioning it to the friends who had gone fo see him while he pass-
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d through his 7 days’ fast in the middle of July, and to several other
friends from Bengal, Andhra, and elsewhere, who went to Wardha to
meet him for one reason or aunother. The wonder was that a matter so
widely known was kept so private till a journalistic scoop brought, it out

. with a gusto. On this subject, however, Gandhi made an elaborate state-
ment which we publish below in full. Gandhi’s procedure in deciding to
leave the Congress was variously understood and interpreted. Few thought
ihat he would cease to be a four-anna member. Some freely indulged in
the criticism that his withdrawal from the Congress just as the elections
were approaching (in November, 1934) was as unfortunate as it was in-
diseréet. | A few thought that if his amendments to the Constitution weve
aceepted, he might still remain in the Congress. But the Bombay Sussion
of the Congress, which was to meet towards the last week of Ociober,
would clear all doubts, There were some that went to the length of asking
why be should attend ‘the Congress session if he was pre-determined to
leave the Congress itself, and still others who asked why he should seek
to amend the Congress Constitution on his own lines and then leave the
body, much to the embarrassment of those in whose hands it would be
lefi in an altered form. All these were not views expressed but aspects
of ‘thinking aloud.” No one comes to a conclusion, or aceepts a conclu-
gion reached by others, without subjecting it to a close and careful ana-
lygis,  Some deecide by instinet. They are great men and true. Somud are
content to accept others’ decisions —they are Bhakies who believe, and
ars saved. Some want to reason and decide. They are wise men, Some
are overborne by the logic of facts or situations,—to them law and logic
are greater than life~they are cynics. Some hug their own biases and
would not change their minds. They are men of prejudices and predilec-
tions.  Some are convinced against their will, but continue to be of their
opinion still. = All these classes of men were bestivred by Gandhi's stute-
ment, but all shared the common feature, that they were helpless against
the masterful personality and his unalterable decisions arrived at by the
play of instinet and not reason, by the urge of the Zameer or inner voice
in him,

GANDHI'S STATEMENT

WARDHAGANT, Sept. 17.

Mahatma Gandhi issued the following statement to the Press:—

““The rumour that I had contemplated severing ail physical con--
neetions with the Congress was true. However, for the considera-
tions urged by my friends who had come to Wardha during the eet-
ings of the Working Committee and Parliamentary Board last week,
I agreed with them that it might be safer for me to leave the Con-
gress, if at all, after the forthcoming session. There was an inler-
mediate course, suggested by Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant and
Mr. Rafi Ahmed Kidwai, of remaining in the Congress without parti-
cipating in active administration of the organisation, but both Sirdar
Vallabhbhai Patel and Moulana Abul Kalam Azad strongly dis-
approved of that course. Sivdar Vallabbbhai had agreed with me
that the time had arrived for me to retire from the Congress, but

e
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=7 many others would not endorse that view. After due consideration
of all the pros and cons, I have adopted the safe and prudent course
of postponing-the final step ab least till after the meeting of the
Congress session in October, One attractive idea behind the ingist-
ence on postponement was that it would enable me to test the aceu-
yacy of my impression that a very large body of the Congress in-
telligentsia were tired of my method and = views, and programme
\ba.sed upon them, that I was a hindrance rather than a help to the
atural growth of the Congress, that, instead of remaining the most
emocratic and representative organisation, it was dominated by my

personality, that in it there was no free play of reason.

“If T am to test the truth or otherwise of my impression, natu-
raily, T must put before the public the reasons on which my impres-
sion is based, and my own proposals based thereon. Congressmen
might vote on them and thus clearly register their opinion.

““I mqust try to do this as briefly as I ean. It has appeared to
me that there is a growing and vital difference of ou [een
many Congressmen and ‘myself, T 'seem to be going in a direction
juist the opposite of what many of the most intellectnal Congressmen
would gladly and enthusiastically take if they were not hampered
by their mmexampled loyalty to me. No leader ean expeet greater
loyelty and devotion than I have received from intellectually-minded
Congressmen, even when they have protested and signified thewr dis-
approval of the policies I have laid before the Congress, Ioy me any
more to draw upon this loyalty and devotion is to put undue'strain
upon them. Their loyalty cannot blind my eyes to what appear to
me to be fundamental differences between the Congress intelligentsia
and me,

‘Tt me state them, I put the spinning-wheel and khadi in the
forefront. Hand-spinning by Congress inteliigentsia has all but dis-
appeared. The general body of them have no faith an it and yet, if
[ could carry their reason with me, I would substitute the four-anna
franchise by personal, daily hand-spinning. The khadi clause of the
Congress Constitution hag heen almost a dead letter from the begin-
ning and Congressmen have not been wanting who have remiuded
wio that, I_am responsible. for the hypoerisy and evasion about the
working of the khadi elause. I ought to have realized that it Was
st passed out of deep convietion, but largely out of personal loyalty
to me. I must own that there is considerable force in fhe argu-
ment. Nevertheless my conviction is growing that if India is to win
Complete Tndependence in terms of the toiling millions and through
unadulterated non-violence, the spinming-wheel and khadi have to
be as natural to the educated few as to the partially unemployed and
semi-starved millions who, for not using their hands for the purpose
for which nature has endowed man with them, have become almost
Tlike beasts of burden, The spinning-wheel is thus an emblem of
human dignity snd equality in the truest sense of the term. It is the
handmaid of agrieulture, It is the Nation’s second lung, We are -
perishing because we are using only one lung, yet only a few Con-
gressmen have a living faith in the India-wide potency of the wheel,




