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Holy Law. Thefe coming to an Ifland,
not far from the Red-fea, and not ha-
ving the Courage to go any further, re-
torn’d wich an Idol and Statue of a Man
cal’d Foe, who had liv’d in Judia 500
years before Confucius, and brought his
accarfed Religion inte China. They
had been happy and deferved well of
their Country, if infteadof that Plague,

A His Difciples alfo attribute to him Art
Gemells, Magick,zuil)d this hellibArcina hore time
169%. became the only Science of Perfons of
L~ Quality, every one applying himfelf to
ic, in hopes to avoid Death; and the

Women cither out of cariofity , or in

hopes to prolong their lives, gave them~

felyes up to all manner of Extravagan-

cies and Impieties. Thofe who made

this pernicious Doérine, their peculi-
ar Profe(iion were call’d Tien-fe, thatis,
Heavenly Dodlors; to whom the Em-
perors gave Houfes to live in Commu-
nity, and buile Temples in feveral pla-
ces, in Honour: of their Matfter. - The
Priefts of this Se& particularly employ
themfelves in expelling the Devils out
of Houfes, by means of Exorcifms, or
faftning horrid Monfters to the Walls,
drawn with Ink, and this with fuch a
hideous Noife, that it makes the very
Devils remove. Thefe naked Eellows
do alfo pretend to the Power of procu-~
ring Rain, or fair Weather at Pleafure,
and of diverting Private and Publick
Calamities. This Se& at prefent has
but few Followers, the other two being
moft Univerfal.

The third Se&, is that of the com-
mon fort, or of the Bonzes, who bave
Idols, and Deitiesreprefented in Stranﬁe
and Monftrous figures ; and among the
relt thofe two fo Famous throughout all
the Eaft, wiz. Amida, and Shiaca. It 1s
the Principle of thefe, quite contrary to
that of the learned, to take no care of
the Publick, and only mind themfelves.
“They allow the Soul’s Immortality after
the Death of the Body, and that it is
a Reward or Punifhment according as
everyone has defervd.  They commend
afingle Life, and Virginity, o far as
to condemn Matrimony at leaft by infe-
rence. And therefore, as there are no
People of a meaner condition than they,
fo there are none more Beaftly and A-
bomiinable for all brutal Filth, and fo
" they mix with one another, worle than
the moft filthy Animals.

They tell us this Pernicious Sed, came
out of Judoftan after this manner, as Is
fonnd in the Hiftories of the learned
Chinefes. In the Year 65 after the Birth
of Chrift, The Emperor Mim-Ti, the
y7th of the gth Family call'd Han,
teign’d in China. The fhape of a holy
Hero appear’d to him in a Dream, and
being further perfoaded by the Words
of Confucixs thatin the Welt there was a
juft Man, not being able to go himfelf,
he fent Caichim, and Cuikim his Ambal-
faders, to find the Holy Man, and the

they had bronght the faving Doérin of
Chrift, which at that time was Preach'd
by S. Thomas the Apoltle in India.

The Chinefes embracing this curfed
Doétrine, by degrees fell off from that
of their Anceftors, which was not al-
together fo Impious, and at length in
contemning all Religion, are fallen into
down right Atheifm. This Mafter of
Idolatry left two forts of Doétrin, the
one, That all things come from and re-
turn to nothing, which they call the In-
ferior Dod&rin, and its followers are
Atheifts ; the other exterior, adapted to
deceive -the Ignorant Multitude. The
learned, as has been faid, follow the firft
of thele, placing all their Happinefs in
this Life, 1n the enjoyment ofP Wealth,
and many Women, and roling over the
People; for they allow the Soul to be
Mortal. And they are fo fix’d in their
way, that fome Spazifh Miflioners of the
Order of S. Francis told me, that ina
difpute certain Aandarines were not a-
fham’d to own, that they neither believ’d
in God, nor the Idols, but only in Gon-
fucins 5 but they believe, if they a& jult-
ly, God will reward them in this World,
and punifh them if they doiill. If they
ever build Pagods, or Sacrifice to their
Idols, it is only out of Self-intereft to
obtain their own ends ; which if they fail
of, they foon forfake the Pagods, and
calt down the Idols, Punifhing them as
ungrateful, innotreturningthe Favours
beftow’d on them. They will haveit,
that this Mafter of the two aforefaid
Seéts was a. petty King, whole Name
was San-Fuang, and his Mothers Mo-ge-
fi-giny; who by the means of abundance
of feeming Miracles, drew the Admi-
ration of the People, and endeavour'd
to beown’d "as a God. He dy’d at 79
Years of Age; and having fettled Ido-
latry in his Life time, endeavour’d to
promote Atheifm at his Death, declar-
ing that in all his difcourfes,he fpoke enig-
matically ; that all things came out of
nothing,and would return to nothing;and
that there was the end of all our Hopes.

In this Se& of the Bonzes there feem
to have been fome My fteries and Ceremo-
nies of our holy Faith intermix'd, which
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perhaps might be learnt from the Preach-
f:é of the Apoltles §. Thomas, and S.
Bartholonew , who fpread it towards
thofe Parts.  For they have one God in
three Perfons reprefented by an Idol
with three Heads; a Virgin Mother of
a God, having her Sratue with a Child
inher Arms ; they allow of Heavenand
Hell, and the enjoyment or Pain fuitable
to the Defert ; they commend Virgini-
ty, and profeit; they ufe Falting and
Pennance 5 they obferve volontary Po-
verty; they {peak in praife of forfaking
the World, and flying to Deferts to live
in contemplation, or living in commu-
nity in Monafteries; they pray by Choirs
reciting fomething after che manner of
the Rofary; they wear Prieftly Gar-
ments, and grant Indulgences.  Yettheir
Religion is intermix’d with fo maay Fa-
bles and Lyes, that it has fcarce any re-
femblance  left of Chriftianity ;5 for
they allow the Tranfmigration of Souls;
and believe that when any Perfon dies,
the Soul continues three days in the
Country, that it may be try’d by the
Spirit Twun (who is Publickly Expos'd
and Worfhipp’d on the Roads.) For
this reafon they repair to the  Bonzes
with Mony and Prefents, carrying them
Paper for theClerk, and Mony to Bribe
the Idol, that he may be favourable in
the Tryal. Thus deceiv’d by the Bon-
zes, they offer in the Pagods feveral Par-
cels of Red, Silver;and Gilt Paper; burn-
ing moft of it, as believing that which
is Gilt will turn to Gold, and that which
is Silver'd into Silver, to ferve the dead
in the other World.  Afier the 3 Days,
they fay the Soul appears before the Spi-
rit of the City, whofc Name is Chin-
guan (it being probable that the faid
é)ql has been in the City) who takes [n-
formation of what 'ti_ae did in :hed City,
within the fpace of § Days, during
which ti_methe.l(indreg of the Party de-
ceas’d follow the Bowzes, that by their
Prayers they mg gain the Judges Fa-
vour, and have the Soul favourably dif-
patch’d.  After  thefe Examinations,
they fay the Soul goes to Hell (whi-
ther, according to their Opinion good
and bad muft go) and there the Caufeis
again hear’d over in ten feveral Courts,
call’d Fen-guan, the Soul fLaying feveral
Days at every one of them, that ac+
cording to the Good or Evil, it ap-
pears to have done the Tranfmigration,

" may be appointed either into the Body

of a Man, or Bealt. ‘I know not how

they came at fielt by this notion of

Tranfmigration,v olr i‘:’:mh“ they had
D - -

it from the efgyptians, the Chaldeans,
or the  Druids, who, as Cefar, and Lu-
can will have it, invented it to infofe
Courage and a Contempt of Death into |
Mankind ; from whom alfo Pytbagorasis
faid to have learnt and brought it into
Jtaly. Before Tranfimigration, the Chi-
wefes will have it, that the Soul which
bas been judg’d, maft pafs over the
Bridge of Kin-inkiau, that is, of Silver
and Gold 5 where Guoard being kepe,
Mony muft be given chem; as well as at
the aforefsid Courts, that they may not
ftopiit 5 for if the Soul falls over the
Bridge, it remains for ever in the Ri-
ver of Flames, and if when pafs'd over,
it can find a Flower they call Zienxon,
the Fruit whereof is call’d Lansfis, then
it will become a Perfon of Wealth and
Plenty: /By thefe Fables, the Bowzes
get Mony and the Goods of the Poor
Idolaters ; and they are fo obftinate in
their Opinion of Tranfmigration, that
they fay, the European Miflioners, like
Officers that raile Forces, go to China
to get Men, and Baptize the Chine/es to
Tran{imigrate them into Ewropeans, to
People our Countries.

From thefe three Sedts have Sprung Vaft nums

many others, in i ber of P2«
¥y rs, in procefs of time, and St b

Bongess

an incredible number 'of  Kdols, which
are not only to be feen in their Temples,
but in all Publick places, Streets, Ships
and Houfes; wherein they alfo imitate
the e £gyprians, who were infamous for
their ~ mulciplicity = of - Idols. There
were counted to be 480 of the moft fi-
mous Temples y moft frequented for
their Wealth, Structure, and the falfe
Miracles Fretendcd to be wroughe by
their. Idols, In  which and the reft
throughout the Empire , there dwel
?oooo- Bonzes that have Patentsy and
if we would recken thofe that have no
Patents. from Mandarines, they will rife
to a Million; there being wichini the
Cityof Pekingonly, 10668 Bonzeswhonave

no. Wives, and are call’d Hoxam, and Chap. 2+

5022 Marry'd, as B. Magallaens writes
in his Account of \Ching.

. This: Multitnde of 'Idols proceeds
from the eredting of Statues to Men,

who: for fome memorable A&ion of

theirs, have deferv’d well of their Coun-
try, and gain’d great Reputation among
the People, fodeferving Statues and Ps<
gods, as alfo from: their Opinion that
there are particular Spirics in the Woods,
Hills, Rivers; and Seas; to whom they
Ereét and Confecrate’ Statues. Nevers
thelefs the chief Idol they adore, is
call’d Gion-hoang, of the Family of Chi
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ONAA ang, who liv’d when China was rul'd
Gemelli. by the Family of Suzg; who gave it the

1605.

The Idol
Proteétor
of Cities.

Of the
Souldiers.

Chinefe
Pilgri-
mage.

Title of Gio-hoang, or rather King o=
ey-chiung Cannoniz’d it by this Name.
Before chis Idol, were the other three
Famous ones, which are ador’d here u-
nited, and call’d Siz-Sing, and by the
learned San-hoang. Befides which there
are five other Kings, Idols mention’d
in the Hiftory Tung-kien, and call’d Xso-
bao,Suon-hin,Tygiao, Tyxun, and Tyko, by
way of preference call’d Ui, that is,
five Kings.

The Hiftory Su-ki-kay-ching mentions
three very Antient, but Fabulous, the
firlt call'd Tieng-hoang, the 2d, Ty-bo-
ang, the 3d, Giu-hoang, faying the firft
had twelve Brothers, and each of them
livd 18000 years. That the fecond
had 18, who livd the fame time ; and
that the third had nine, who all Go-
vern’d the Empire, the Succeffors of
each of them continuing to the 150th Ge-
neration.

The molt univerfal Idol, is that they
call Chin-xuan, the ProteGor of Towns
and Cities, every one of them having a
Pagod with this Idol, which is repre-
fented with Horfes Bridled and Saddled
before the Door, held by two Servants
for his ufe, and they fay” whilft he liv'd
he travel’d a thoufand Miles a day.

The Souldiers and Martial Men have
Kuangie for their Idol, as the European
Heathens had Mars.

The famous Pilgrimage of the Chine-
Jes is in the Province of Shiantung, in
the Gity of Tuay-gan-chies , on the
Mountain call’d Tayfhian, renowned in
China, for being twelve Miles in the
Afcent, The Pagod is call’d San Kiai-
miau, and the Idol Tay-fhian-niang, or
Tien-fien-fhing-mu, whichin the Chinefes
Language fignifies, The Queen of Hea-
venof this Mountain, Mother of the Ho-
Yy Spirit.  This wasa Religions Woman,
or {lie Bonze, with whom a King of Chi-
na fell in Love, ds he travell’d that way,
and taking her to himfelf, made her a
Queen whillt living, and a Saint when
dead, ereéting the aforefaid Temple to
her Honour, whither Millons of Chi-
nefes go every year in Pilgrimage 3 fome
of whom through the fuggeftion of the
Devil perfuade themfelves,that after fee-
ing fo great a Deity, there is nothing
greater to be feen in this World ; and
therefore they caft themfelves headlong
dowa a Rock fome Miles high. The
Pagod is kept by a Mandarine, who makes
all pay foradmittance. In fome of thefe
Pagods, Religious Men and Women live

in community to ferve them ; of which
there are two forts, the one of the Sect
of Foe, and the other of that of Two.
The firft of thefe livein Celibacy 3 the
others calld Tawzs are Marry’d, and
live at home with their Wives, like the
Greek Priefts; they let a long Tuft of
Hair grow, and winding it about their
Pole, cover it with a wooden Difh, or
Oifter Shell, running a Bodkin, or Skure
through it, and the Hair. In the day
time they attend at their Monafteries in
Community, and at Night in their own
Honfes. Thofe who live fingle are
call’d Ho-ofhsauk by the Chinefes, as by us
Bonzes. Their Heads are all fhavd
(which in that Country is a token of
Conrcmpt,) their Habit in Colour, and
Fafhion s like that of the reform’d Fan-
oifcans, but with large Sleeves, and a
Collar-about the Neck. The Religious
Women are call'd Ninzofhiang, or Ny-
Jhinm, Kuku-Shu, or Nics, according to
the Language of feveral Provinces.
Thefe do not obferve Monaftick enclo-
fure, but walk about the Towns where
they pleafe, and fuffering others to go
into their Convents. I once at Canron
went into one of them, where I was in-
vited by thofe the Bonzes to drink Tea
or Chia; which made me judge, that
Religious Life was not imbraced out of
pure Zeal, but out of a private end of
enjoying their Liberty, and give them-
felves to lewdne(s both within and with-
out their Monaftery , like the Bomzes,
who do the fame, tho' they Preach up
Celibacy. The Mandarines ufe all their
endeavours to take them in the Fact, and
Punifh them with Death; and there-
fore, by reafon of the Scandalous Life
they lead,asalfo becauft they ftoop toall
MechanickEmployments,they are fcorn’d
and difregarded by the Chinefes ;contrary
to the Faponefes and Siamires,who Honour
their Pricfts and Talaponis. TheContempt
is fo great, that by the Imperial Laws
they are banifhed the Realm of Chi-
nd, as Strangers come out of India, and
only tolerated by connivance. Both the
Men and Women Bonzes protefs an au-
ftere Life, never eating Flefh, or any
thing that has Life, but living upon
Herbs; butthe Tauzu Bonzes, eat every
thing becaufe they are Marry'd. Both
thefe forts of Religious Perfons are o-
blig’d to be at Matins, upon hearing a
Bell rung at Midnight by hand, with a
wooden Clapper. Tho’ the Manda-
rines know thefe falfe Religious to be
infamous Perfons, and fit for any Villa-
ny; yet they Command them to prt:ay

or
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ONA for obtaining of Rain of the Idols, when
Gemelli. there is a want of it in the Country,
1696. and if it does not come accordingly,
WV they caufe them to be cruelly Beaten, and
to ftand (everal Days Fafting in the Sun,

with Chains at their Feet.

The Chinefes burn in thefe Pagods, and -

in their own Houfes Ropes made of the

Barks of Trees pavnded, fhap'd after
feveral Mauners,  fome like a Coue, or
Pyramid, which laft a wlhole Month be-
fore the Idol, and ferve them inftead of
a Clock, becaufe being of an equal chick-
nefs, they know the time of the Day by
the Quantity that is Confhm’d,

CHA P. V. .
The I_xﬂPer_fwg!i_oﬂ of the Catholick Religion in China, and it happy Reffauration.

Firft Chri- | T appears by the very Text of Con-

ftianity in W fleius, who acknowledges a fupreme

chime. and fovereign Good, that the antient

Chinefes knew there was a God. But
a Stone, or Tomb found in the Year
1625. in the Metropolis of Siganfu, or
Samgun, of the Province of ,\{m fy i a
fufficient Proof that the Catholick Faith
was introduced and preach’d i that
Kingdom in the Year 636. by the Suc-
ceflors of the Apoftles ; for the afore-
faid Stone was fet up in 782, to give a
brief Account of the Catholick Religion,
and of the Privileges granted by the Em-
erors in thofe Times to the Bifhops and
'riefts, which are to be Read on the fame.
It was accidentally fodnd in the aforefaid
City, as they were digging to lay the
Foundations of the Fe/uits Church ; there-
F. Kircher fore I refer fuch curious Perfors as de-

¢bap. 11, fire more fully, to know the Interpre-

Po Martin o200 s :

i g, tation given by the learned, to the Si-
}f‘, Alvaro viack, and Chinefe Chara&_e_';s that were
Semedo, & CUL in it, to the Original kept in the
P. Michicl Roman College, of the Society of Jefus,

MW' and the Copy in the Archive of their
profes’d Houfe. :
Chritia- T heCatholickReligionbeing afterwards

nity re- wholly abolifh’d by the Perfecution rais’d
flor’d,and by the Bonzes, with the Death of many
again loft. 'C{nr_iﬂ:_ians; it arofe, again in the year
1256, upon the coming in of the great
Cham of Tartary, who having with a
mighty a,,rfgg Cﬁjﬂbﬁ'ﬂ himfelf of all
the Empire of China, and being well in-
‘clin’d to Catholicks, allow’d them the
free Exercife of their Religion. But the
Tartars hﬁiggoaftcrwards Expell’d by the
Chinefes, who recover'd their Empire,
the Chriftians leaving China, follow’d
the Tarears, to prevent being Subje& to
other Perfecutions ; fo that the Light of
the Gofpel wash& zain ?xtin& in th?t
/ great Empire, the Chinefes going on in
%he_ Wor(ﬁip of iheir_ldof‘s_-? RS
St. Francis  After St. Frantis Xaverius had in the
Xaveriws. Year 1542. fpread the Word of God
through the rtmoniﬁ Parts of theWorld
. Vol. IV.

-ciety of Jefus.

with very great Advantage, and gain'd
Souls to Chrift in the Iflands of Fapar,
he bent his Thoughts upon the Conver-
fion of China, undas he was vfing bis En-
deavours to get admittance into that
Ewmpire, he dy’d of a Fever in the Ifland
of San-cheu, to enjoy the Glory due to
his virtoous Labours.

At length it pleas’d our Lord, in the Fefuits

Year 1610, to open a way to the work-

it Fne

ing in this his Vineyaid, facilitating the trance

Admiflion of £, Matthew Riccio de / lace-
rata, and F. Michael Rogerio of the So-
At ficft" they mec wich
great Contradictions and Difficulties, le-
fore they could obrain of the Chinefes
that they would fufier them to Live a.
mong them ; but £ Riccio manag’d T ings
{o Dexteroufly, that in a fhorc time he
gain’d great Efteem among the principal
Men ; for having been F. Chriftapher Cla-
zia’s Scholar, he was very skilful in the
Mathematicks, to which the Chinefes are
much addicted, and by reafon of the
rarity of feveral Watches, and Mathe-
matical Inftroments the Fathers carry’d
along with them, they were honour’d as
Men dropt down from Heaven ; fo that
not only the Vice-Roy of Canton kept
them aboot him, but the Learned came
from remote Parts toadmire their Know-
ledge. Having thus gain’d the good Will
not only of the great Men, but of the
Emperor himfelf, ina fhort time they
propagated the Faith in.many Parts of
the Empire, calling in frefh Labourers to
that plentifol Harveft.

The Bonzes growing Envious to fee
the Gofpel Preach’d fo fucceGtully, rais'd
great Perfecutions againft the Miflioners,
which broke out in Racks, Imprifon-
ments, and Banithments, wherein the
Chinefe new Chriftians bore a Part.  Af-
terwards the Judges were fomewhat a
peas’d, confidering the great Benefit they

receivid from the Ewopeans, as well in .

the Compofing of their Almanack, and
the Obfervations of Eclipfts, and Co-
Tts mets,
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mets, as on account of the good Clocks
and Warches, they brought them. But
this Toleration lafted no longer with
them, than Neceflity prevaild, the Co-
vetoufnels of the Mandarines at feveral
times raifing violent Storms againft our
Miffioners, . :

At the Inftigation of the Court of Rites
and Ceremonies, when the Emperor now
Reigning was but feven Years of Age,
and his Tutors Govern’d by reafon of his
Minority, an Edi& was Publifh’d, for-
bidding the Ere&ting any more Churches
to the true God, or the Preaching of his
Holy Law, or any more Miflioners com-
ing into China, yet this was not put in
Execution, becaufe of the need the Chi-
nefes had of the Europeans 5 fo that by the
means of the Fathers refiding at Peking,
the Gofpel was Preach’d throughout the
whole Empire. And tho’ the Mandarines
for their own private Ends had at feveral
times on pretence of that Edict rais’d
fevere Perfecutions, yet the Fathers were
ftill reftor’d for the Reafons aforefaid.

But the laft Perfecution, whereof I in-
tend to Treat, and which was fuch as
might have utterlydeftroy’d theCatholick
Religion in China, hapned in this manner.
In the Year 1689, the Emperor now
Reigning fet out from the Court at Pe-
king, and taking a Progrefs through the
Provinces of Chekiang, Nanking, and
Shianting, fhew’d particular Favour to
the Fathers of the Society. F. Profper
Intorceta, a Sicilian, was then Superior
in the Province of Chekiang. He going
out to meet the Emperor, who came at-
tended by scooo Men, having pleas’d
the Emperor, he was by him receiv'd
into his Boat. It hapned after this, that
the Vice-Roy of the Province coming to
the Emperor was prefently depriv’d of
his Employment, an ill Account baving
been given of his Behaviour ; and ano-
ther put into his Place. He fufpected
that ill Offices F. Intorceta might have
done him had been the caufe of his Dif-
grace 3 which made him and other great
Men his Friends conccive a mortal Ha-
tred againft the faid Facher, and waitan
Opportunity of taking Revenge.

In 1691, the new Vice-Roy began to
{pic this Venom, beginning with the
Bonzes of Nanchen, all whofe Temples
he caus'd to be fhut up purfuant to the
antient Ediés of the Kingdom 3 and pro-
ceeding from them to the Miflioners, he
examin’d them, to find whether they
were newly come, or any of the old oncs
permitted to refide in the Kingdom, ac-
cording to the Edi& of 1671, after the

Perfecution of 1664. Then having con-
fulted with the Counfellors of Chekiang,
he ask’d F. Intorcera, how it came to pals
that he being defign’d for the Province
of Kiangfi, 1iv'd in that of Chekiang, and
how he had prefum’d to open the Church
there after it had been fhut vp in 1664,
and how he durft Baptize Shinta-Serg, a
Chinefe, the Chriltian Religion being for-
bid, and the Converting of Chinefes to
it by the Edi& of 1668. F. Intorceta an-
fwer’d thele Queltions, but the Vice-
Roy’s Malice, being grounded on Re-
venge, was not quell’d ; for he fhut up
the faid Fathers Church, burat all the
Books, and Boards for Priating (for the
Chinefe way of Printing is by Carving
on Boards) and Banifh’d F. Inrerceta the
Province of Chekiang,ordering him to go
Live in the City Kien-Shian, of the Pro-
vince of Kiangfi,turn’d the great Churches
thronghout the whole Province into Idol
Temples, and the fmall into Schools,
and all Chriftians to return to their Ido-
latry under moft fevere Penalties, to be
infli¢ted upon all Chinefes that conceal’d
them. ’Tis true, fome Counfcllors were
not confenting to this violent Proceeding
of the Vice-Roy, which neverthelefs he
caus’d to be put in Execution. After
this he prefented a Memorial to the Em-
peror, reprefenting that it was not con-
venient to fuffer the Europeans to Range
about the Kingdom, but that they ought
to be drawn all to one Place to make
ufe of them in the Mathematicks.
Whilft this was Tranfatting at Chek:-
anfg, the Fathers at Peking having Notice
of it, prefented a Petition to the Empe-
ror, which prevented any furprizing Re-
folution might be taken aga'm& them ;
and afterwards having advis’d about this
Affair with Shiaolaoje, a Tartar Page in
great Favour with the Emperor, and
Prote&tor of the Chriftian Religion, and
of the Church at Peking, he undertook
to deliver the Emperor another Petition
in behalf of the Fathers, reprefenting
how unjuftly the Vice-Roy of Chekiang
had rais’d a Perfecution. The Emperor
anfwer’d, the Fathers ought not to be
furpriz’d at being molefted by the Chi-
nefes, becaufe very often even his own
Tartars were expos'd to it, tho’ they
were always careful not to Offend him;
whereas the Chriltians relying on the
Prote&ion of the Fathers, committed
Infolency, defpifing the Infidels, and their
Religion, and living a-part from them,
dealing only with thofe of their own
Profeflion, which had produced fuch Ha-
tred againft them. Neverthelefs the Em-

peror
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* ONAWN peror having a tender Affe@ion for the monies, for them to give their Opinion

Gemell;, Miflioners, bid the Page tell the Fathers, in it ; bur the Refolution was put off,

1696. they fhould be of good Courage, for he, by reafon of the nearnefs of the Chinefe
WA who the Year before had quelld the  great Feftival.

Chap. V.

Perfecntion of Shiantung, would after the.
fame manaer without any Noife take off
that of Chekiang. The Fathers going to
the Palace to return Thanks to the Em-
peror, he ask’d them, whether they
would proceed by the ufial Method of
the Courts. The Fathers anfwer’d, they
accepted of his Majefty’s Favour, hoping
he would not leave their Canfe to be de-
cided by the Court of Ritesand Cere-
monies, which his Majefty well knew
was Averfe to the Catholick Religion ;
they wholly repefing themiclves on his
Majelty, and hoping in him for Succefs,
and that the Edi¢t of 1668, which for-
bids the Exercife of Chriltian Religion
ia China, fhould be recalld.

The Fathers by means of the fame
Page, prefented anuther Petition, Pray-
ing they might be allow’d the Publick
Exercife of their Religion, and offering
to anfwer to any Argament or Queltion
propos'd by their Adverfaries. Two
daysafter, they receiv’d the Emperor’s
Anfwer, which was that the Petition
was not in due form, to obtain what
they defird. On the sth of Famuary
1692 Shisolao-je, went to the Fathers

- ~Houfe, by the Emperor’s Order, and ta-

king them afide into a private Cham-
ber, infornvd them, that his Majefty
finding the Petition unfit to Anfwer
their defign, and pittying their Suffer-
ings, fent them a rough draught in the
Tarear Tongue, ‘not quite perfedt, to
fhow them how it opght to be, yet fo
that they might add to, or take fromit,
at their Pleafure. The Fathers kneel-
ling touch’d the Ground with their Heads
as the Caftom is, to exprefs their Gra-
titude for this favour and kindnefs. Then
they went to the Palace to return
Thanks, and extol the clegancy of the
Copy, asking leave to. prefent it the
nextday. He toremove the difficulty,
that flood in the way of having the Pe-
tition examin’d firft by the Court,order’d
that the Fathers Pemeira and Antony
Thomas(as Publick Perfons in the Em-
pire, and of the Mathematical Court)
thould prefent it in their Name, which
was done upon Candlemafs-day. That
fame 2d day of February, the Fathers
had notice that theix Caufe had been re-
ferr’d by the Council of the Kolao (this
is the fupreme Council of Peking, the
Counfellors being the Emperors aflef-
fors) to the Courtof Ritesand Cere-

Abouot the beginning of AMarch the
Courts were again open, and the Court
of Rites made a very difadvantageous
Report under the Petition prefented,
reviving all the Edi&ts which forbid
the Chinefes the exercife of the Chri-
ftian Religion, and allow’d it only to
the Ewropeans. The Fathers hearing of
this ill Succefs, wencall to the Palace,
to bemoan themfelves with Shiwolao-je 5
who difmifs’d them with a Promife that
he would fpeak to the Emperor, thatan-
other Petition might be prefented ; the
Fathers offering to maintain the Truth of

their Religion. On the oth the Emdpe- '
id,

ror ask’d the Page how the Fathers

and whether they knew what had been
decreed in their Caufe. He anfwer'd
they did, and were come very difcon-
folate to the Palace to beg comfort
from his goodnefs. The Emperor hear-
ing this, faid to thofe about him, I
know not what prejudice thefe Chinefe
Counfellors have againft the Exropeans ;5
this is now the third time, I have figni-
fy'd to them it is my Will, to favour
them in what they ask concerning their
Law. I thought the Petition prefent-
ed me a very means to make way for
granting their Requeft, but thefe obfti-
nate Men have put me by it, {o that
difeourfing with the Kolao upon the Re-
folution of the Court of Rights and Ce-
remonies, I could not perfuade them to
have it amended, or moderated, fo that
I was forced to fign it. The next day
the Emperor fent to the Fathers, to
bid them not be caft down, but to have
Patience, and not precipitate the bu-
finefs.

On the eleventh, the Decree was no-
tify’d to the Fathers in form. On the
18th, the Emperor call'd Sofanlao-je his
Father-in-Law, a Tarrar, by Nationand
Grandfather to the Prince that was
Sworn Heir to the Crown, and telling
him what had happened in relation to
the Anfwer, given to the Petition, pre=
fented by the Fathers, he very fharp-
ly like a Tartar anfwer'd,Thae His Maje-
Sy ought not to permit [uch Injuftice to
be doe s bus in this Cafe, it would be fit to
ufe bis Prerogative, and ro perfiuade bim fo
to do, put him in wind of the Services done
the Empire, by the Earopeans, withoiut
any Reward, and thar now they were de-
ny'd fo Fuft 4 Requeft, as the Publifbing of
their Law, which was known 1o be guj

Aand.
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and agreeable to Reafon. And proceed-
ing fﬁ his Difcourfe, he added, That
would to God the whole Kingdom were Chri-

NN flians, for then they might [pare the ex-

of [0 great a Number of Sonldiers
f:ﬂj':cmfe/;} gﬁgﬂ'ﬁﬂ Robbers and Rebels ;
for in above 30 Tears your zld:nfeﬂy has
Reign’d, it bas never been bear d tb.a: the
(.'m-c:ﬂiam promoted  any Rebeibafx in the
Provinzes where they live, and whilft I was
Kolao, / was well acquainted with the Be-
baviour of thefe Men, and with that of
the Xolcian or Bonzes. Tbeje‘Mm are
rveady to ferve your AMajefly, without de-
firing any Honour or Riches for their Pains,
but only the Liberty of Preaching their Re-
ligion.  Your Majefty is very fSnﬁMe how
minch Pains they have taken in reforming.
the Calendar s the Benefit of the great Guns
caft by their direttions, and the advanage
of the Peace [ettled with the Mufcovites
by their means. The Emperor having
heard all this Difcourfe, anfwer’d, You
are in the right, but the Sentence is paft,
bow can it be vecalld ? Sofanlao-je re-
ply’d, 2our Majefly may make ufe of your
Prerogative, and not permit the Court of
Rires and Ceremonics to do wromg. The
Emperor was furpriz’d at this Aafwer,
but foon after refolving what was to be
done, faid, Zwill fend Orders tothe Connr~
cily or Courty to recall the Fudgment. gi-
ven agairft the Europeans, and to rake
this .afgu'r again more [edately into confider-
ation 5 bue it will be fir thar you goto the
Connfellors, and Kolaos, and make them
[enfible of the Injufbice of the .Dem:ee_, Hrg-
ing the fame reafons you have laid before
me. That Lord, a Tartar by Blrt!l,
but a Catholick in Inclination, offer’d
to doas he was order'd ; and according-
ly on the 19th, went to the Council of
the ZXolao and the Court of Rites to
acquaint them witch all that has been
here fee down, perfuading them fo ef-
fectually, that they own’d, that the De-
cree had pais'd out of a Jealoufy that
many embracing the Catholick Reli-
gion, there would Tumulcs and Rebel-
lionsenfue in the Kingdom. And this
good Lord’s dexterity in this alfair was
well worth, obferving, for he tho’ no
Friend to the Prefident of the Court of
Rites, who was a Chinefe Kolao, yet, to
oblige him, infpeaking he gave him the
Title of Leo-fienfang, which fignifics,
Lord Mafter, a-Title of great. Honour,
and Relpe& among tke Chinefes by
which means he oblig’d the Prefident to
be for the Fathers. Having acquainted the
Emperor with his Proceedings, a,nd
that the Counfcllors were well difpos’d,
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he order’d that two Zurtar Kots0s thould
fignific his Pleafure, which was that
Sofanlao-je fhould be prefenc when the
Matter was debated by the Chinefe Coun-
fellors, that it might be in favour of the
Fathers. This alteration in the Empe-
ror’s mind hapning on ther othof March,
which is &, Fofeph’s day, this Saint was
therefore chofen Prote@or of the (.
nefe Miflion, and the confirmation of it
defir’d from Rome.

In purfuance to the Emperor’s Order,
the matter was debated in the Palace,
in the prefence of Sofanlao-je 3 whence
he went with it, the fame day to the
Council of the Kolass, who approv’d the
Proceeding, but did not infert the Cha-
racter the faid Lord had given of our
Religion, who not being able to per-
fuade them to mention jt in the Decree,
however oblig’d them to give an Ac-
count of the Services dope by the Ex-
ropeans. The Refolution being pafs’d,
they all fubferibd it, and prefented it to
the Emperor,the fame day. Onthe 22d,
the Emperor fign’d the Decree, where-
in he granted his Subjects liberty to be-
come Chriftians, abolithing the former

Prohibitions. The Decree in Englifh
runs thus.

Ku patai (a2 Name sven bim, becanfe Decree i

/s%m: of the Coure favour of
of Rites bad been taken from bim) with C-ia
due refpett informs Your Majefty. We the "tV

the Quality of the Pre

Counfellors of the Conncil of Rires affembled,
and confidted 5 upon Examinasion find,
that the Europeans come from 9000 Leagues
diftance by Sea, om of Affection to your
Majefties good Government,and at this time
have the Charge of the Mathematichs 5 in
time of War carefully made Marrial Fy-
ginesy and caft grear Guns, and being fene
ta the Mufcovites faithfully commenced and
concluded the Treaty. The Merir mas
great s the Europeans who live bere in the
Jeveral Provinces are not Vicions, nor do
they endeavour to diffurk the Pablick Peace,
nor do they draw Peaple after them with
falfe Dottrine, or ufe faliacies o St p Re-
bellion.  If every one be allow’d ¢o go to
Worfhip in the Temples of the Bonzes, /¢
Jeems wunreafonable to deny the fame Liber-
ty to the Europeans, who do nothing contra-
7y 1o the Laws. It is cerrainly pece ary
that the Churches in all places &‘Z prefervd
as they were before, and it is nor fit to for-
bid any that will go in to them pay their
Wor[bz y but that they be permitted to re-
pair thither at Pleafure.  We expelt the
day when your Majefty’s Ordcr'jbafcame ‘to
usy that it may be Publifi’din this Cours and
Province, we the Counfellors of Rites nor

daring
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ONAA daring to dffurie this Authoriry, but with
Gemelli.  gll Refpect reprefent it, and pray your Ma-
1695.  jefties Order. _ )
{iherrsr  The King approv’d of the Refolution,
RL:;g'fIn and the Fathers went to return him
reford., Thanks. The Decree was Publifh’d and
the Viceroy with regret by the Empe-
ror’s Order, made good their Lofles, o-
pen’d the Churches and reftor’d all things
to F. Intorceta ; who having again re-
turn'd Thanks to the Emperor, was al-
low'd as a Favour to go along with F.
Antony Thomas, who with the Title of
hisMajeftiesEnvoy attended by two Tar-
tars, was going to meet F. Philip Grimal-
diynow returning outof Europe. They
went all four to Macao, to congratulate
the Father from the Emperor ; and the
Viceroy of Canton himfelf, by his Ma-
jelties Order, went with other AManda-
zines to perform the fame Fun&ion, ac-
cording to the cuftom of the Country,
whichis to touch the Ground with the
head nine times, praying for the Empe-
ror’s Health, with the Ceremonies above
mention’d. The City of Macao per-
form’d the fame towards F. Grimaldi, fo
great is the Refpe& paid to the Favour-
ites, and Servants of the Emperor of
China, not only by the Subjeds, but by
himfelf, who had fent Meflengers three
times before to welcome the aforefaid
Father. Thusthe very means that were
to have been the ruin of theCatholickRe-
ligion, by Gods Permiffion, ferv'dto E-
ftablifh it the ftronger. After this hap-
py fuccefs, all the Fathers, who were
confio’d in Canton, return’d to their
Churches, and the Religion before pri-
vately profe(s’d in China, and as it were
by ftealth, by reafon of the Edi&s for-
bidding it, is now as publickly Preach’d
as in Ewrope. Still Churches are ere@-
ing thronghout all the Empire to the
true God, tho’ fome oppos'd it; being
now Authoris’d by the aforefaid Decree,
which isto befeen in Gold Letters, over
the Door of every Catholick Church.
Churches  In Peking theFefuits have three Church-
in Peking: es. One is within the firft enclofore of
the Palace, belonging to the French Fa-
thers; where F. Fontane is Superior, af-
fifted by the Fathers Gerbillon, Buet, Vi/-
dalou, and a German Father, whofe Name
is Kilian Stumps, all greatly learned in
the Mathematicks, and well read in o-
ther Sciences, being chofen by the So-
ciety by the King of France’s Order, at
the requeft of theKing of Siam ; whence
(after his Death) it is almoft nine Years
fince they pafs'd through the City of
Nimpo into China, and fetled themfelves

at Peking, notwithftanding the vigorbus
oppolition made agaioft their fixing
there, by the Portuguefe Fathers of the
fame Society. However at prefent they
are very much in the Emperor’s Fa-
vour, who gave them a Houfe within
the aforefaid firft enclofure, where now
their Lodgings and Church are builds
ing.

The 2d Church is in the Eaft quarte
of the Tartar City, and is call’d Tutangs
where F. Sifaro was Superior, who went
to be Bithopat Nanking, F. Apntony Tho-
mas of Namur, a good Mathematician
being there at prefeut, and with him F.
Suarez.

In the third Church refided F. Grimals
di Superior and Vice Provincial, with
the Fathers Pereira, Rodriguez. and Offo<
rio. It ftands in the fame Tarrar City
on the Weft fide, therefore call’d Sie
tang, near the Gate Sunchimuen; and is
the Antienteft and Beft of chem all. It
has three Altars well adorn'd, and a
good outward Front with two Turrets
on the fides. The Emperor allows for
their maintenance fuch a quantity of
Rice, Oil, Sugar, Spice, Salt, Wood
(which is fcarce in Peking) and other
things that the French Fathers told me
it amounted to the value of a 100 Le-
ans, or a k25 Pieces of Eight for every
Father. This and the Rent of fome
Shops and Houfes,keeps thePortuguefe Fa
thers well enough, wichout ftanding in
need of any Supplies from their Conn-
try. It is not fo with the French Fa-
thers, who live very bare, tho’ they
have as much allow’d them from France,
becaufe it is dear living at Court, and
tho’ the Emperor feveral times he went
to fee them, ask’d whether they want<
ed any thing, yet they out of Modefty
anfwer’d in the Negative. It is proper
here to obferve, that when the Empe-
ror goes to fee the Porenguefe, or Frencls
Fathers, they muft turn all their Ser-
vants out of the Houfe, and leave all
the Doors of the Cupboards open, to
fhow there is none hid within.

The Life the Fefuits told me they lead
there, is very hard and troublefome, for
every Day at Sun.rifing, the Fathers
Grimaldi, Gerbillon and Fontane are to go
to the Palace, either to teach the Em-

ror, or to receive his Orders, and
if any one fails of going any Morning,
he is prefently fent for, and there they
Atay till Afternoon. The other Fathers
are employ’d in making Mathematical
Inftruments, mending Clocks, or run=
ning up and down ; fo that F. Grimatf;

to
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told e ke would willingly change his
Life for that of 4 Gally Siave, where he
fhould-t leaft have fome Hours to reft;
and he further complain’d that the Em-
peror will have the difpofal of all things,
and even remove the Fathers, from one
place to another, meaning the German,
whom he brought over, and the Empe-
ror had appointed him to-live with the
French. But he had fufficient caufe to
complain; for coming from the Palace,
on the 25th of Fuze, he fell off from his
Mule, and his Foot hanging in the Stir-
rup, he-was dragg’d two Musket Shot,
with Peril of his Life, onc of his Eyes
being almoft beaten out, tho’ afterwards
he recover’d, being cur'd by a Surgeon
fent him by theEmperor. They do noton-
ly attend the Emperor with fo much al-
fiduity, that in Winter their very Hair
Freezes to their Faces, but the Chinefe
Chriftians, for the good of their Souls;
keeping Chinefe Exorcilts whom they
maintain, at the Gates of Peking to Bap-
tize Children expos’d, which are thrown
down before the Gates of the City, and
are in danger of Death. F. Offorio told
me, there were about 3000 Baptiz’d in
a Year, before they are carry’d to the
Hofpital of Miau, or a Pagedaflign’d for
bringing of them up; and he added fur-
ther that there were above 40000 ex-

¢d every Year, whereof many thrown
into the common Shore, are ftarv’d to
Death with cold.

There are about 200000 Chriftians
throughout the Empire of China, ferv'd
by Miflioners of feveral Orders, whoto
fpeak the Truth are much oblig'd to
the efuits in Pekinigs who in all Perfe-
cations have ftood up againft the Ma-
lice of the Mandarines in defence of the
Fathers, who are fpreadabout the King-
dom looking after their Churches. . Nor
conld any other Order maintain  itfelf,
as the reform’d Francifeans and Miffion-
ers of the Clergy, own'd to me; be-
caufe to pleafe the Emperory it is re-
quifite they fhould koow how to do ¢-
very thing, to compofe their Almanack
in three Languages, with the motions
of the Planets, and moft confiderable
Stars 5 to obferve Eclipfes, and make
all forts of Mathematical Infbruments,
as alfo to mend Clocks, and Diftill Wa-
ters, becaufe the Chinefes love the Eu-
ropeans for their own lutereft. And thus
the Miffion is kept up, not. on%v of the
Fathers of the Society, but of 16 Spa-
nifh veform’d Francifeans, of 10 Demi-
nicans, and of § Spamards of the Order
of S. .Auguftin, who are maintai’d by

LY

the Charity of the King-df Sp@iﬂ.. Ths '

the Fremch Clergy-men are tolerated,
who live in Commuonity upon the Re-
venues they have in France, diftributing
every litcle fupply fent chem among all
the Miflions of China, Cichinchina, Siam,
and Tunking. The worft provided are
the Portugiefe Fathers, who live difpers’d
abont the Empire to the number of 405
for having no Revenue but the Bifhop of
Munfter's Legacy, and the little that
comes from Portugal divided among fo
many, it does not hold out to keep
them, and they can expe& no Relief
from the wretched Chriftian Chinefes ;
for the Rich Men, and Mandarines do
not become Chriftians, becaufe they will
not quit their many Wives. Yet thefe
Fathers hold faft their Riic of being
Patrons, or Proprietors 0 the Miflion
of China, the King of Portugal and the
Partuguefe;fuffering no Miflioners of other
Nations to go any other way into thatEm-
pire, but through Lisbon, that they may
there firlk {wear Fidelity to the King
of Portugal, and yet they are not after-
wards maintain’d by him in China. Nor
can he fend Fathers enough out of his
own Kingdom, or much lefs maiatain
them, fo that if the Ring of Spain does
not take part in that Million, the Por-
tuguefe will make no great Progrefs
there, nor will they be able to hold out

long. : :

The Chinefz Nation is fo fond of it-
felf, that it looks upon all others as Bar-
barous, and Unpolifh'd, Yet the Eu-
vopean Miflioners begin to undeceive
them by Printing soo Books of the Law
of God, which they have compos’d
within lefs thanan Age ; having tran-
{lated the Holy Bible, and the Works of
S. Thomas. In Peking they have a good
Library of Ewropean and Chinefe Books,
where I faw the Map of the World,
put into Chinefe Characters, but Square,
thofe People being of Opinion that Chi~
na liesin the middle, and the other King-
domsabout it like Iflands.

il

LA

For as much as the War between the peace

Mufeovites and C‘Mn;ﬁs was.brought to concluded
u

5, with the-,
& of the Fathers, ;}um' :

an end, by the Con
it will be convenient before we con-
clude this Chapter, to give a fhort Ac-
conntof that Expedition. The Empe-
ror fell at Variance, and broke with the
Mufeovites on aconnt of the Pearl Fith-
ery, of theCicy and Lake of Nepe-byu 5
but then confidering they might join
with the Tarsar-Elneh, to the Damage of
the Kingdom he poflefles in the Eaftern
Tartary 3 he difpatclvd one of hish]?a-

thers-
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ONAA thers-in-Law, a Tarrar Petty King, with
Gemelli. the Fathers Pereira and Gervillon, tocon-

1696,

clude a Peace with them. That Térear

W\ Petty King being come near to the Fron-

tiers of Mufcovy, indifcreetly drew up
the Strengch of his Horfe to ftrike a
Terror into thofe People, and then in
a haughty manner faid to them. Ay
Emperor of bis own Bounty allows %m to Eifh
only in fuch a pare of the Lake. The Muf~
covites anfwer’d thefe haughty Words
with Scorn, faying, they gave the Empe-
ror of China ne thanks for it, becanfe they
had that already 5 and fo in a Paffion
turn’d away without hearing any more
of the Peace. The Tarrar was forry to
{ee the Treaty broke off, fearing he
might be in danger at his return, well
knowing how defirous the Emperor was
te entertain a good Correfpondence with
the Mufcovites, not for fear ofthem, who
cannot raife above rcooco Men, but only
to prevent increafing the Forces of the
Eluth Tartars of the Weft, whoare al-
ways at War with the Emperor, in-
fefting the Imperial Tartary with con-
tinual Incurfions. ~And tho® the Empe-

‘ror of China has more numerous Forces,

yet the Chinefes are. not fo good Soul-
diers as the Tartars, who are enur’d to
Hardthip, and crofs. feveral deferts in a
Weeks time, with only a Sack of Meal
at their Crupper, and feed on Camels
and Horfes; whereas the Chinefes are
fo dainty, that they go to War withall
conveniences, nor do they think of go-
ing beyond the Frontiers, if the others
do not come to them. Therefore the
Emperor to prevent the burning of  his
Country, which is remote from Peking,
by 150000 Horfe, that Tarrar Kingcan
bring into the Field, endeavoursto keep
him quiet, by paying him a Sum of Mo-
ny, and to hinder him by all means pof-
fible from growing more Powerful;
War being the Principal Revenue of
‘thofe People, who have no other Inhe-
ritance but their Bow and Arrows.
F. Pereira perceiving that Petty King

‘and Ambaflador, was much concern’d at

hisill Management of that Embafly,he of-
fer’d to go to the Mufcovites Camp,to fet
the Treaty on Foot again. At firft the
Tartar refus’d, faying, the MufCovites
were a fierce People, and would Mburder
bim, and be [bould be anfwerable for him
to the Emperor, who had put bim into his
Power. On the contrary, fays Father
Pereira, they are Rational and Civil Peo=
pley and I dare undertake to Compofe mat-
ters with them. In conclufion he went,
and when the Tartar was apprehenfive
Vol. IV.

of his Death, he after two days te-
turn’d with the Capitulations of Peace,
whereat the Petty King was mych fur-
priz’d with Joy. = After that the /-
covites treated the Tarcar generoufly,
and he very fparingly. return’d :heir
Entertainment. = . :

.. The Chinefe Ambaflador having taken
his leave, return’d to Peking, crofling
feveral Deferts by the way, without
finding Town or City to reft in. ’Tis
true that tralt of the Imperial Twar-
tary, under the Emperor of China, is
of a vaft extenc; but it is fo defert and
woody, that as to worth, it may be ac-
counted very little ; only a few poor
Tartars, Inhabiting in Hovels, without
Houfes, like the Antieat Numidians,
or Hatnaxobites, who being wholly em-
ploy’d. in a Paltoral Life, had not o
much as Houfes, but went about with
their Portable Huts, fettling wherefo=
ever they thought fit. The prefent
Emperor of Tartary, in order to Cis
vilize, Dbegins. to make them build
Towns, and gather them into Bodiesy
having 40 Petty Kingsand Princes, who
are¢ Tributary to him, among whom

" are the Tartars, calld Fautazes and Xal~

xas, who can raife fome 7, fome 20000
Horfe of the ftragglers that live by
Plunder. The curioufeft thing to be
found in this uncouth Tra& of Land (as
the Fathers Grimaldi, Gervillon, and Pe-
reira told me) are great Bridges of a
wonderful Structure, which they lay o=
ver Rivers, for the Emperor to pafs o-
ver, often joining Mountains with them.

When the Chinefe Ambaflador came py, e

to Peking, the Emperor was well pleas’d A

mbafias

with the Agreement, which the Tarzar dors.

own’d was owing to the Fathers. Next
came the Amballadors from the Great
Duke of Adufcovy, whom the Emperor
receiv’d fitting onaThronerais’d 20 fteps
bove the Ground, whither he afterwards
made them afcend to Drink ; and tho’
they at firft refus’d to tonch the Gronnd
with their Heads, according to the Cu-
ftom of the Country, at laft they con«
fented. They much admird to fee a
Tartar Family in fuch Majefty, declar-
ing they could not find whence it camey
tho’ they had travelld all that vaft
Country (for the Mifcovites come 20
days Journey in their way to Pekingy
from Mafco , within their own Domi-
nions) in which is a confiderable part of
Tartary; which the Emperor makes lic+
tle account of, having rais’d himfelf from
a homely Tent to the Statelieft Palace

inthe World. _
G Uy GHAP{
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OF the Amiquity of the Empire of China ; of the Value rhe Chinefes “’g"‘;
e Kdn

their Empire ; of the Number of Gs';ic.r',l--qa other Plases; ‘and o

milies and Souls 1t contains,

HE laterpreters of thie Chinefe Hi-
frory deduce the Original of ‘that
great Monarchy ‘from Fobi, who began
his Reign in the Vear 2952, before Chrift.
He brought the Savage and wandring
Men to live in Society, whereas before

they livd like Beafts; and they having

afterwards learrd the Art of Tillage,

and others of Ximnurs, began to'live

more Regularly in Villages.”
In the Year 2697 'be‘fore.ohﬁﬁnigh‘d,
iTair Emperor, or ra-
ther Yélow, becaufe he took that Co-
lour, which is'allow’d to nome but the
Eimperors. - This Empéror, with the
Aflitanice of Tanca; perfetted the Chi-
nefe Period, or Cicle of 6o Years, in-
vented Mufick, ‘and 'mufical Inftruments,
as alfo Arms, Neéts, Carts, Ships and
Carpenters Work. By the Tavention of
his Queen Liy-fi; he brought up the

keeping of Silk-woris; and ﬁylz% .
trited’

arid Weaving Silk. He infti
Kolaor, or prime Minilters'of the King-
dom, and compos’d feveral Books of
Phyfick. ) s
Hosmiti 'Dying, Xao-Hao fuccdeded
him in the Year 2577, and begdan to
build ‘and ‘enclofe the'Gity with Walls';
invented niew Maufick, and brought up
thie Cufton of having Carts ‘drawn by
‘Oxen. ' B !
Xao-Hao Dy’d 2§17 Years before
Chrift, and‘was ficceeded by Kuen-Fis,

Grandfon 'to 'Floamti, who ordain’d that

the only Emperor'on Earth fhould offer
Sacrifice in folemn manner to ‘the fu-
preme Emperor ‘of Heaven. He @lfo'in-
vented the Galenddr, dnd order’d the
Year fhould begin with 'the tiexe New
Moon to the bégintiing of Spring, which
in China dnfwers'to the fifth Degree ‘'of
HAgriarius. v

In 2457, before Chrift, Kuen-Hio
Dy’d, and Tieo his Grandfon fucceeded
him. This Man had four Wives, ke ap-

inted Mafters to'teach the People, and
ound out vocal Mufick.

After thefe 'Princes catme thofe two
celebrated Emperors and Legiflatorfs To
and Xun, 'from whom thic civil Rites, and
political Inftitutes are deriv’d, * They
Reign'd 150 Years, which added to §87,
the other fix before them Liv’d, ‘make
735 Yedrs.

3o

(b

ihe

_ T‘lw!u:pcriﬁi m I _ "'esrari-__ W
from thole two Founders of :‘gmmﬁ

Nation; and from the aforemention'd fix
Emperors, in whom the fupreme Dig-
nivy, and Govermment of the Ghinefe Mow
ndmi’uy continu'd till thefe Jacter Times.
Ia ail they reckon 22 of them, thatis,
nifie great oncs, and thirteen lefler; ja=.
niong whom is included this Family of
the Eaftern Tarrars, whicll at this pres
f&tﬁ&ulﬂtl:{?;:sg:ﬂ Chinefe Empires.
They may all be feen Briefly put toges
ther in the following Table. i o g
A Niimevical Table of the Twenty Two
Dripevial. Families and Ensperors, and vhe.
Tears they Reigw'd. -+ :

e Bt i

J].Hu, 7000 0l 488, ) . Families,
X, 1B o B}ty
"I&HW ’-' e Gl 550 ks N 873; a1 n

- g Chin. B0 it gBEh ) R
b iland 0 s e (N R ] e

6 Hen-Han. 2. 44

7 Chin. 7 U

{in$ m f BT A 13 59«
9 Chi. 08 N 23,
‘wo Leam. 4 L ) Ay

1 Kin. iy 32l 0

12 Say. - Beiuti 1 20

L o R R T

14 Hewsleam, 2. 16.

ax Hewltam. Y 13.

W6 Hewebin. = 2. 11,

19 ‘Hewsban. 2. 4

18 Hew-Ken. 3. 9.

19 Swm. 18, 319,
20 Yuen. 9 8o.

21 Mins. 21. 276.
.22 Chim. 2, $3 .4

The ‘three Families His, Xem, and
Kew, as they preceded the others as to
Time, 'fo they furpaf’d them in Fame
and Efteem, for they behav’d themf{elves
like ‘tfue Princes in Integrity of Man-
ners, -inﬁimcing‘juft..l_,aws, Affeftion
their'People, and above all in an vavio-

late Faith and Sincerity 3 'going beyond

the'others in number ‘of ‘Emperors and
Years. Thus it appears, That the Em-
perors, including the two firlt Founders
of the Nation, were 236, omitting thﬂo:

t

‘Arf/; oyage rownd the W @'RL ]3 ] Boakl],

Ye‘al;l.-. { Imperial
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that liv’d but a very fhort time, or that
for fome other Reafon are not inferted
into the Table of Emperors. Therefore
[ refer the Reader to the Ghronicles of
the Chinefe Monarchy publifh’d at large.
by F. Philip Coupler, in his Book, Intitled,
Conficius Sinorurs Philefophus, where he
will find not only the Names of the a-
forefsid Emperors, and the Years they
Reign'd, but the moft remarkable Adtions
that hapned in their Time.

By the aforefaid Table it appears,
That the Monarchy continu’d in the Im-
perial Families 3920 Years, according
to the moft probable and general receiv’d
Opinion of the Chinefes. To which if
we add the 737 Years, they write the
eight Princes of the Nation liv'd, they
all make 4647 Years, from which if we
deduce the 255, that the firfk Princes
Eobi and Xinnum Reign’d (becaufe they
had'not the Imperial Dignity,) there will
remain 4402, or according to the fhort-
eft Computation 4053, fince this great
Monarchy began in 740, and has conti-
nw'd ever fince without any Interruption.
We cannot but own, there is no King-

. dom or State in the World, that can

Tgnorance
in Cofmo-

graphy.

Boaft of fo antient a Race of Kings, {0
numerous, and fo well contin’d. ~ The
Monarchies of the Affyrians, the Perfians,
the Greeks and the Romans are at an end
after a much fhorter Duration 5 and this
of China il ftands, like a great River
that never ceafes running. This long
Continuance and Antiquity, befidesother
Excellencies of China, fill the Chinefes
with Pride, looking upon their own Em-
pire as the greateft, and fo every thing
elfe that belongs to them 5 and defpiling
other Nations, which is the reafon they .
make fo lictle Account of them. In their
Maps they defcribe China fquare, and ve-
ry large, and reprefent the other King-
doms abont it without any Order; or

‘Geographical Method, making them lit-

tle, and inconfiderable with ridiculous
and contemptible Names. 'As for In-
ftance Siao-gin-que, or the Realm where
the Inhabicants are all Dwarfs. Nia-gin-
qree where the Inhabitants are Women.
Kuen-fin-que, the Kingdom where the In-

. habitants have a Hole in their Belly. The

Kingdom where the Inhabitants have a

- Man’s Body, and Dogs Face. The King-

“'Ground 3 and the like.

“the four barbarous Natioas.
there arc 72 Kingdoms out of Chine,

dom where the Inhabitants have fuch
Jong Arms that they hang down 1o the
In_fhore, they
call the Tarrars, the Faponefes, the Peo-
ple of Corea and Tunking by the Name of
They fay

VolV.

which they deferibe liccle, in the midit
of the Sea like Nut-fhells; and the In-
habitants of them Brutal, and Monftrous,
and'of fuch ridiculons Shapes, that they
are more like Monkeys, or wild Beafts
than Men. The Fefwits in thefe latter
Times having made them acquainted withi
Europe, they have inferted it into their
Maps, and plac’d it in the midft of the
Sea, as if it were fome fmalllfland. They
divide the Heaven into 28 Conftellations,
and China into as many Paris, to each of
which they aflign a Conftellation, giviug
it the fame Name ; not leaving one for
the other Kingdoms. They give their
own Provinces lofty, and ftately Titles,
and call other Countrics by barbarous
and defpicable Names,

They have fo lofty a Conceit of their Apd othes

own Kingdom, that when they are con- Affairs.

vinced by the Miflioners with demonftra-
tive Arguments, they an{wer with Afto-
nithment, Kum-que-ki-vac? Hoon-ijeu=
tao? Which fignifies. What is this we
fee? What is it we hear ? Is it poflible
that without this great Empire there
fhould be any Rule or Way to attain to
Virtue, and that there fhould be another
Faith, and another Law ? And it hap-
pens very often that the faid Fathers dif-
conrfing of Learning, of Religion and
the European Sciences, they ask whether
we have their Books ; and being told we
have not, they reply with Wonder and
Amazement. If you have not our Books
in Europe, nor our Writings, as you own,
what Learning, or what Letters can you
have ?

They have given feveral Names to Names of

that great Empire, for every time a new Chin

Family got into the Throne it gave it a
new Name. From the Family, before
this it took the Name of Tai-mim-quz,
that is, The Kingdom of greatr Bright-
nefs. But the Tartars, who now Govern,
call it Tai-cim-gue, or Kingdom of great
Puricy. But as there were ?ormcrly fome
Reigns famous, either for their long con-
tinuance, or the Virtue of the Kings, or
number of Learned Men, fo their Names
have been preferv’d, and are ftill us'd in
their Books, as for Inftance, thofe of Hig«
guey Xamque, Kenque, Hangue, &c. by
which it appears that thefec Names do
import China, but were given rather to
diftinguith the feveral reigning Families,
than to exprefs the Realm ic felf. In
the Memorials prefented to the King,
and in their Books it is generally call’d
Xamaque, thar is, High and Sovereign
Kingdom. The Learacd in their Writ-
ings ufe the Word Kum-hea, which fig-

Uu 2 nifies,
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oS nifies, Flower in the middle s yet atter
Gemulli, ull, the moft antient and common Name
1606.  among the Chutefes, is Kum-quey or mid-
LY dle Kingdon s believing Chine to be
in the middic of the World, or elfe-
becan(e the firft King'of China fetled his
 Court in the Province of Honany, which
was then the Ceater of the Kingdom;
of ¢lfe becaufe they Efteem ic above all
others, as appears by the Hyperbolical
Namie they give it of Tien-hiay of the
Kingdow that contains all there is under
Heaven. Thus whenaoy one fays, Tien=
bia-tui-pime, thatis, all under Heaven is
in Peace, it is the fame asif he Gid China
is at Peace.
Nimes of  As the Chinefes have given Names of*
Contempt Contempt to other Kingdoms, and Na-
given Cki+ tions, fo others have repaid them in the
L finie Coin. For the Weftern Tartars call
the Chineles, Harakitai, or Black Birba-
rians, apd give the fame Name to the
Kingdow. 1he Mufeovites imitate the
Turtars in this Point, giving the Chinefes
the Name of Kitai, as do the Ringdoms
of Shiabamalaba, of Tumet, or Tibety and
that of UWfanaue, but thefe corrupting the
Word Kirai, call'it Curaiy and the Mer-
chaats coming from Jndofban, Cataio’y by
which' it plainly appears that the King-
dom of Cataw, of which: F. Andrade
fpeaks in his Acconnc of Tibet, is no o-
tﬂer but China, and that the Words Ca-
taio and Harakitai ave the fame. Never-
thelefs Baudrand, and others, will have
Caray, or Carhay to be one of the King-
doms of the Great Tartary, by the An-
tiencs call'd Seri, and ftretching ont Eaft-
ward, between the Imperial Tartary on
the North, China on the South, and Tur-
cheftan on the Weft; which by him is
alfo call’d Kara Carhai, where are the
Seyehians, call’d Alani, In that Scythia,
within Mount fmans. But China may be
call’d Cathay of the Cataini Tartars, who
pollefs'd themfelves of it with the Nis-
cani,  The Eaftern Tartars have given
it no better Tidle, calling it Nica-corum,
that is, Kingdom of Barbarians, tho’
now they are fix’d in, and are Mafters
of it, they call it Tulimpa-corum, thatis,
middle Kingdom. = iRetie i
Length of . Lhis vaft Empire is feated at the fur-
' theft Faftern part of Affa. The Chinefes
in their Maps reprefeqt it Square,” pre-
tending it has equal breadth and length,
but according to thie beft Account of the
Ewropeans, it is rather Oval. " It reaches
23 Degrees from North to South, thatis,
from the Fort of Cai-pim, on the Fron-
tiers of the Provinge of Peking, in 41
. Degrees of North Latitnde, to the Sou-

Chinay

el

thernmoft Poinc of the Ifland of Aainan,
in'18 Degrees of Latitude, South of the
Province of Canton.  Thus the length of
China, according to the Chinefe Books,
is - .

5750 Liy or Chinefe Furlongs, at 250
to a Degree,

402 Spanifh ov Porruguefe Leagues and
a half, allowing 174 toa Degree.

§7¢§ French Leagues at 25 to a Degree.

345 German |caguesat 1 5 toa Degree,

1380 Italian Miles at 60 to a Degree.

But if we would take the greateft
lengch of China, it mulb be meafur’d from
the North-ealt Point of the Province of

Leaotung, call'd Cai-Yuen, to the lat

Cicy of the Proviace of Yur-nan, call’d
Chintien-kiun-min-fu, and then the great-
eit length of the Empire will be
525 Spanifls Leagues.
750 French 1 eagues.
450 German Leagues.
1800 [Italian Miles.
8400 Chinefe Furlongs at the rate of
four and a half to an Iralian Mile, ~
[ts breadch taken from the Point of i
Nimpo, a Seaport Town (rtf the Province breadth,
Coeqian, to'the uttermolt parc of the = -
Province 6f Suchuen, inaftrait Line Ealt,
and Weft is '
' 297% Spanifb, or Portuguefc Leagues. '
426 French Leagues.
2155 German Leagues, |
1020 Tralian Miles,
4080 Chinefe Furlongs.. Sy
But taking the greateft breadth of
China from Tamcham, the moft Eaftern
part of the Province of Leaotung, bor-
dering on the Kingdom of Corea to Tum-
timy the Weltermoit Point of the Pro«
vince of Xeafi, it is
350’ Spanifl Leagnes.
§00 French Leagues.
30G German leaguces.
1200 lealian Milr?.. -
5400 Chinefe Furlongs
“This Empire on the Eaft is bounded
by the Eaftern Ocean, on the North by and Divi-
a long Wall dividing it from Tartary; fion
-on the Weft by vait high Mountains,
and fandy Deferts, feparating ic from
feveral Kingdoms; and on the South by
the Ocean. It is divided, into 15 Pro-

~vinces, which for their Extent, Wealth
-and Fruitfulnefs, may better be call’d

large Kingdoms ‘than Proviaces ; to
which muft be added Leaotung, a Couns
try not inferior to any Province, This
‘and cight of the Provinces lie along the
Eaftern and Southern Qcean; fix ochers,
four are enclos’d on all fides by the reft,
two are feparated by high Monnft:x;ng
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A~ from the other Kingdoms of Afi, and
Gemelli. one by the Wall from Tartary, as is al-
1606. fo Peking and Leasting, but thefc are
wA~Y reckoned before upon the Sea, and fo is

flands.

wall'd
Places.

Tun-nan, which on one fide Borders on
the Kingdom of Tunquin. Thefe Pro-
vinces are call'd Peking, Nanking now
call’d Kiam-nam, Xanfi, Xantung, Honan,
Xenfi, Chickian, Kiamfi, Huguan, Suchuen,
Fokian, Quantung, Quamfi, Tunnan, Ouei-
chieu, and the Coontry of Leaoting,
which might well deferve the Name of
a Province, but the Chinefes place it un-
der the Province of Xamtung. The Pro-
vinces that Border on foreign Nations,
are Peking, Xanfi, Xenfi, Suchuen, Tun-
nan, and Quamfi. S0 that Cluverins, who
Affigns 18 Provinces to China was mif-
inform'd, for the Kingdoms of Tunquin
and Cochinchina, which he reckons as
Provinces of China, are no way Subject
to it, aud tho’ they were under it fome
few Years, they have been a long time
Exempt from its Jurifdiction. There
are feveral Iflands depending on China at
the great and little Liex- kiew - Taivan,
which the Portuguefes call Formofa; Hai-
nan, Hiamxgy,on which is feated the Ci-

'ty Amdgao, or Macao, upon its Souther-

moft Point , and abundance of otherin-
habited and defert Iflands. The King-
dom of Corea is not an Ifland near China,
as Cluverins imagins, but a vaft Promon-
tory joining to the Continent, and run-
ping out from North to South. Nor is
Xam-bai, as F. Martin_made it in his
Atlas, but a Citadel fo large, and fo
well fortify’d, both by Art and Nature,
that it may vie with the beft in Exrope.
It is built upon the Continent, near the
Sea, between the Province of Peking,
and the Country of Leaotung.

The wall’d Places in this mighty Em-
pire, areto the Number of 4402, and
divided into two Clafles, the Civil and
Military. To the civil Clafs belong 2045
wall’d Places, that is, 175 Cities of the
firft Rank, which the Chinefes call Fu 5
274 of the fecond Rank, called Chew ;,
1288 Cities calld Hien; 205 Royal
Houfes cal’d Te; and 103 Guards, or
Royal Manfions of the fecond Rank call’d
Cham-chin. Among the Cities of the
Empire there arc fome comprehended
lying in the Provinces of Tumnan, Quei-

chew, Quamfs, and Suchuen, which pay no

““Fribute to the Emperor, but are Subje&t
‘to particular abfolute Princes and Lords
“of their own.

Moft of thefe Cities are
T hemm’d in by high Mountains, and

‘fteep Rocks, as if Natore had ftady’d to

Fortify them ; and yet within thofe

bl a il S L - o

Mountains there are Plains feveral Days
Journey over, in which there are Cities
of the firft and fecond Rank, and many
Towns, and lefler Places. The Chinefes
call thefe Lords Twfi, or Tuguon, that is,
Mandarines of Countries, becaufe be-
lieving there isno Emperor in the World
befides him of Chine, they imagin there
are no other Princes, or Lords, but thofe
whom their Emperor Creates.  TheSub-
jeéts of thefe Lords with the Chinefes
fpeak the Chinefe Language, but have an-
other peculiar Tongue to themfelves.
Their Cuftoms differ but little from thof@
of the Chinefes; and they are like them
in Shape and Countenance, but only are
Braver. The Chinefes fear them, for ha~
ving, after feveral Trials of their Cou=
rage found them a vigorous Oppolition,
they think fic not to difturb but to Trade
with them. So that there is no Queftion
to be made concerning the Number of
Cities and Towns, as toits being greater
than what is mention’d by E. Martin,
becaufe we here include thofe belonging
to thofe petty Princes, whofe Dominions,
tho’ not Subjet to the Emperor, yct
are in the midft of his Empire, in the
four abovemention’d Provinces ; as are
alfo the Cities and Towns of the Coun-
try of Leaotung, and the Province of
Tunnan, which the Chinefes, who are a-
bove meafure devoted to their Forma-
lities, do not mention in their general
Number, butin particular Catalogues.

The Chinefes have printed an [tinera- Travel-
yium, or Book of all the Roads and Ways ling,

by Land and Water from Pekiug to the
remoteft Parts of the Empire. The AMan-
davines, who go from Court to their
Pofts, and all Travellers ufeit, to know
the Way they are to go, the diltances
of Places, and the length of every Days
Journey. In this Book all the Royal
Roads ‘of the Empire are divided into
1145 Days, to every one of which there
is a Place, where the Mandarines are
lodgd, and treated at the King’s Ex-
nce, when they go to take Poffeflion
of their Employs; but when they return
from them they lofe the Privilege of
being Entertain’d at the Emperor’s Coft.
Thefe 1145 Places are call'd Ye, or Chiny
or joining the two Words Te Chin, that
is, a Place of Entertaiament, and Guard,
becaufe there the Mandarines are €X-
peéted with as much Care and Vigilancy,
as if they were upon their Guard againft
an Army of Enemies. Of thefe Places
there’ are 735 within the Cities of the
firft and fecond Rauk, and in.the Towns,
frontier Places and Caftles within the
Empire ;
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AN Enpire; 1090 thofe they call Te,.a-nd
Gemeli. 103 ia the Places call'd Chin,  Both of

thein were formerly Built, where there
were no Cities; and may be call’d Towns
of the fecond Raak, being all of them
wall'd, and each of them having a Man-
darine 10 Govera it; and there are of,
them larger, and more populous than
fome Cities, and Towns.  The others to
the Number of 102, tho’ not wall'd are
large and Eopulous.
A Day
there goes a Mellenger with a fall Ta-

biet, which the Chinefés call Pai, on which:

is writ that Mandarin’s Name, and Of-

fice, and the ImprelTion of his Seal va-

der ic.  As foon as this is feen, the Pa-
Jace where he is to Lodge is clean'd and
made veady, and the Preparations are
greater or lefs according to the Quality
of the Guelt, and fo the Provifions, Ser-
vants, Horfes, Chairs, Litters or Boats,
if hie is to go by Water, and:all other
Things they may have occafion for.  In
thefe Tans, ortHoules of Entertainment
are receivid aftéd the fame manner in
Proportion to what they are, all other
Perfons, as well Chinefes as Strangers, to
whow the King graots this Favour. Here
alfo the King's Meflengers, or Expreflfes
are furnifi’d with what they want to
Hafte on in their Journey 3 beating a
Furlong or two, before they cone to the
Houfe, "a Bafon call’d Le, which they
carry hanrg,iag at their Back ; upon the
hearing of which Sound the Horfe is pre-
feritly Saddled for him to Change, fo
thar he makes no Stay. ; -

T he Military Clafs contains; 629 great
Forerelles of the firft Rank, as well on
the Frontiers to ferve as Keys, ora De;
fence againlt the Tarzars, as on the Bor-
devs of Provinces againft Robbers and
Rebels.  The Chimefes call them Quan;
and that of Kam-h«i abovemention’d, is
of this Number. There are 567 of .the
fecond Rank, call'd Guei in the Language
of the Counpry. The Place F. Martin
in his Arlas calls Tienchim Guei, fignify-
ing the Fortrels of the Country of Hea-
ven, is of this Number, and by it a
Judgment may be made of the other For-
treffes of the fecond Rank.  There are
311 Forts of the third Rank call’d So;
200 of the foarth, call’d Chiny whofe
Name and Signification -is the fame. as
that of thofe of the fifch Order of the
* civil Clafs 5 and 150 of the fifth Rank
»call’'d Pao. There are 100 Forts of the
fixth Rank cali’d 8w, and laftly 300 of
the feventh Rank calld Ghei.© Thefe laft
« are of feveral forts, foms in the Coun-

clore the Mandarine fets out,

try, which ferve as Places of Refuge to

. the Peafants, when the Tartars, Rob-

bers, or Rebels infeft the Countty, a3
alfo when the Emperor’s Army isupon
its March.. Others are vpon fteep Moun-
tains, to which they go up by Steps cut
in the Rock, or by lﬁdd&rﬂ of Ropes,

or Wood to be taken away, and thefe

have no Wall about them, as not ftand-
ing in need of any. Othersarealfo up-

" on Mountains, but have a Path-way to

them, and thefe have a double or treble
Wall to defend the Earrance, Now reck-
ning all together it appears there are
2357 Military Pofts, which added to .

. thofe of the civil Clafs make 4402. Be-

fides all this there are within and with-
out. the great Wall which parts Ching
from Tartary 3000 Towers, calld 7ai,
every one of which has its proper Name,
and in thefe there are Guards and Cen-
tinels, who give the Alarm, as foon as
they diicover an Enemy, making a Sig-
nal in the Day with a Flag they hoift up
on the Top of the Tower, and at Nighc
with: a great lighted Torch., If thefe
Towers be added to the Namber of the
Milicary Places, as the eighli*Rank of
them, they will in all make §357.

v is x50 Years fince a Mandarine of
the fupreme Conncil of War, composd
a Book, which he Dedicated to the Em~

ror, and calls it Kiew-pien-tunxe, that
is, a_ practical Deﬁ:r,.iﬂuon of the nine
Frontiers, meaning the nine Quarters,
or Diftriéts into which he had’ di\_ﬂidé
the great Wall,” which enclofes part of
Chinafor 405 Spanifh Leagues, according
to the common Computation, making
23 Degrees and ten Minutes from Ea
to Wetlt from the City Caiyeun, feated in
the urmolt part of the Country of Leao-
tung, to thatof Canfo, or Can-ches in the
very Borders of the Province of Xenff,
which is to be underftood in a ftrait
Line, for if we follow the windings of
the Mountains and the Wall, it will cer~
tainly hold out to .ﬂoo Spanifh Leagues. In
the fame Books all the mountainons Pla-
ces that are inacceflible are defcrib'd,
and 129 other Carts fhews there muft be
1327 greac and f{mall Forts to hinder

the Tartars pafling. Had not the Chine-
Jes been Carelefs, Cowardly, Covmh;s,

and Difloyal to their Kings, the Tarrars
could never have pals'd the Wall, nor
get 'WIEhlnthl:i il;;;;.lgifes which were fo
conveniently 'd in proper Place

and fo ftrong either hy;An.o’; Nla)mrcs;
fo thac as appears by antient Hiftories,
aud by what has hapued in cur own

* Times, the Tarrars never entred Chiva,'

but
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ONAAN but when either the Treachery of the = Computation of a grave Author contains Number
- Gemelli, Soldjers; or the Avavice of the Com- - eleven Millions five Hundred, and two of People
1696, manders made way for themy they ve- Thoufiad eight Hundred and ! feyency ' Chive
YN ceiving half the Booty every timg I:Izy " two Families, or Houfes ; withogt in-_
i let in the Enemy; %ilhat_lsugﬂ%;h._ﬁ. . ¢luding in chis Number, Womey, Chil-
Traitors have put the richeft and molt.  dren, Beggars, Mandariges in Employ-
populous Kingdom in .fﬁ World into - metgs Soldiers, Batchelors, Licengates,
' L _the Hands of a fmall Npmber, of Sava- ' Do&ors, Mandarines ahove Age; al Per-
} Chinefe  ges, and Barbarians. In this fameBook ~ fons that Live on the Rivers, Benzes, T. Coupler,
Forces.  is mention’d the great bluphi;t...of $ol- . Eunuchs, and all thofe that grc_o} the P 106
diers, who kept Guard on this Eronticr, = Blood Rayal, becaufe only thofe are
which were nine Hundred and two Thou- Pol'd wha Till the Land, or pay Taxes
fand and Fifcy four.  The, Auxiliary . to the King. There arein the Empire
Troops reforting thither when the Tar- ‘ﬁgo_rding ‘to the fame Anthor, fifty nine
tars acempted to break into, the King-  Millions feven Hundred eighty “eight
dom were innumerable, and theve were  Thoufand three Hundred and Sixey four
three Hundred eighty nine Thonfandone  Men, . The Number of all the lin;mbi-
Hundred and Sixty feven Horfes always  tants, or $ouls, withaut ¢xcluding any
in 4 readinefs for them,. according to - Agg, Sex, or Condition, if we willCre-
the fame Author’s utation, who  dit FuDaniel Bartoli, makes three Hun- 1
reckons the Charge the Emperor isat  dred Milljons, three times the Number p.. 2,
Yeatly for the Pay of Officers and Sol-  there is if all Ewope. But becanfe this
| diers to amount to the fum of two Mil- Father allows more to the whole than it
| lious and Thirty four Thoufand Zeans,  has, and takes from the parts dnd prin-
; at .ﬁftée;l C;rkﬁmizf; Naples eachiu;ug:ch cipal t:(}I;tu:s?duninililipg thei E real Num-
is aNoblea Lean : gm‘ asbeen  ber, there 18 no relying on his Account,
.jaf;ﬂm-Nmb%of-Snldmsw- for, his ftrange Exaggeration will not
d 1o Guard. the Wall and Frontiers a-  fute with the multitude of fmall Places.
gaingt the Tartars, it is ealy to guefsac | Having endeavour'd diligencly to clear
;, the Nomber of thof kept on th;&nr _8bis Roing with the Fathers of his Saci-
| fines of the feweral Provinces, and in ety I found not onc thag agreed with
the Cities,T0Wns, and ather walld Pla-  him, nor did aay of the Milioners of
[‘- ces of the Kingdom, there being noPlace  other Orders, who having liv'd there
;] - without fome Garrifon. _._‘-gqhgy reckon  fome twenty, and fome thirty Years,
| . feven Hundred fixty {even Thoufand nine  kaow more of it than F. Bareoli could do
: Hondred and fixty, whointime of Peace by hear-fay ; becaufe they ave continu-
: . Guard and Attend during the Day the  ally Conyveriing with Aeadarize:, and
- - Mandarines, . adors, and others _greac Men, who thoroughly know this
ﬂ . who are Lodg'd at the King’s Expence, Matter, as numbring the People to re-
| - and at Night keep Guard near their Boats ~ ceive the lmperial Tax. The greatelt
and Quarters, and when they have gone _ difference I fonnd in the Accounts given
one Days Journey they retuga _:,aggl.oghegs me, daring the time I ftay'd in China,
take their Place. The Horfes the Em-  was of five Millions, fome telling me
peror maintains for his Forces in the - the whole Ecnglre contain’d an Hundred
Garrifons amount to five Hundred fixty  pinety five Millions, and others that they
A , four Thoufand nine Hundred, andaswell . had found two hundred Miltions in the
{ ~ thefe Souldiers as Horfes, are always ~ Chinefe Books, which difference may well
,| - kept on Fopt ; But where there is any ‘%a' pea in copnting with two or three
, War or Rebellion, the Forces that Ran-  Years interval. To make what has been
it e devouz from all the Provincesarealmoft  here faid the plainer, I think it will ot P4 105,
; W00 .inpumerable. , be amifs to Infert the Particular, as it is
- pay 4 m’lehemlmf Cijnay accovding to.the - found in F. Canpler, and is as follows.
J e _ Samco. i " :
i e e |5 )
? _
W Provigce,
E
. =
1
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A Voyage round the WORLD.

e Metro-
Provinces | politan | Cities | Families |  Men
Cities
1 Pekin 8 135 | 418989 | 3452254
z'Xaang ' g 02 | 589659 | 5084015
3' Xenft 107 | 831051 | 3934176
4, Xantiing 6 02 | 770538 | 6759685
5 Honan 8 100 | §89296 | 5106270
6 Suchuen 8 124 | 464129 | 2204570
7\ Huguam 15 108 | 513686 | 4833590
8| Kiam(i 13 67 |1363629 | 6549800
ol Nanking, or | :
Kiamnan 14 110 1060816 | 0967429
i oiC‘bekimg 11 63 |[1242135 4%254.70 .
11 Fokien 8 48 | 509200 | 1802677 ¥
12|Quantang 10 73 | 483360 | 1978022
13/Quamfi 11 90 | 186719 | 1054760
14 Yunan 22 84 | 132058 | 1433100
1 S!qufcbm 3 10 45305 | 231365

| Total | 135 | 1312 [ro128780] §8916783

There are alfo reckoned iu the Em-
pire 3636 Men Renowned, and Illuftri-
ous, for their Virtue, Learning, Valour,
or other remarkable Qualities, There
are 208 Virgins and Widows, remark-
able for their Chaftity, orother Hetoick
Ads, and Ceclebrated in the Chinefe
Books, and in their Temples, and In-
fcription.

There are 185 Maufoleurss Famous for
Structure, and Riches, for it 'is forbid in
China under fevere Penalties tocarry the
Dead into any City, but they may be re-
mov’d from one Province to another,
keeping withoutthe Walls.

There are 480 Idol Temples of Re-
nown, and much reforted to, as well on
account of their Majefty, and Wealth,
as for the pretended Miracles wrought
atthem. Withinthefe and other Tem-
ples of the Empire, there live above 3
hundredand fifty thoufand Bonzes.

Befides throughout the Kingdom, are
to be feen 709 Temples, creéted by the
Chinefes, at feveral times, in Memory of
their Anceftors, and remarkable for
their Beauty and Struture.  Itis thecu-
from among the Chinefes to exprefs much
love to their Parents after their Death;
and to make it appear they build Stately
Halls with great charge, in which in-

ftead of Statues, they place Infcriptions, .

with the Names of their Anceftors. Up-
on certain days in the Years, the Fami-

RUT.

lies they belong to, meet in thefe Halls
and Proftrate themfelves on the Ground,
in token of Love and Refped, offerin
1Incenfe to them, and making a Splendi
Entertainment, in which there are feve-
ral Tables well cover'ds.and filPd with
abundance of well drefs’d M¢ac in great
Order. _
The Famous Antient Statues are to Statucs,
the number of 2009, befides Paintings, Pitures,
and other Celebrated Works of that 5:::;;1,1,
Nature, 1159 Towers, Triumphal praries,
Arches, and notable Monuments, in Rivers,
Honour of Kings and Men in vogue ; Fountaits,
272 Libraries well adorn’d, and ftor’d MU
with Books. The great Rivers and e
Fountains of note, for hot and Medici-
nal Waters are 1472. There are alfo
2099 Mountains, rendred Fruitful by
their many Springs, and fingular for Pa-
fture, and the excellent Minerals they
produce,and no lefs for their great height
The Schools, and Publick Stru&ures
ereéted in Honour of Conficins, the great
Philofopher of that Empire, are as ma-
ny asthe Cities. It is no eafy matter to
reckonthe vaft number of Scholars, but
the Batchelors are above goooco. Be-
fides 32 Palaces belonging to Petty
Kings, thereare othersin all Places, for pridges,
the great Officers of the Kingdom, ac-
cording to their dignity. = And to con-
clude, there are in the Empire 231 Fa-
mous Bridges.

Schools.

Schollars.

Palaces.

CHAP.
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CHAP VIL

Of the notable Government, of the Empire of China, the [everdl degreéi of

Mandarines, 4sd of fix Supreme Conrts, or Councils of the Learned; or
Gown-Men, and fix of the Smldier.r,-d:" Militaty Men, i

dation for its excellent Govern-
ment. Of the three Seés or Religions
follow’d there, that of the Learned, is
the firft and Antienteft, and its Princie
pal end, isthe good Government of the
Kingdom, upon which Subject they have
writ a great number of Books, and Com-
ments upon them. Confucius in his time
writ a Treatife vpon this matter, and
call'd it Chwm-yims, that is, the Golden
Mean, where he folidly teaches, thata
good King is to have nine Qualities, for

- the well Governing of his Subjed@s, which

Degrees
of Mands-
darines.

Firft De-
ELCCy

“of the firft,

if he Pra&ifes, he will make his Reign
Immortal, 3

The Mandarines of the Empire, are
divided into nineClaffes, and every Clafs
into nine Degrees. As for inftance they
fay, fuch a Mandarine is of the fecond
Degree, of the firft or fecond Clafs ;
or he is a Mandarine of the firft Degree,
fecond or third Clafs. This
diftintion fignifies nothing but a meer
Title e? "Honour the Kiogs have be-
ftow’d on them, without any regard to
theirt Emplt;yments ; for tho’ the Aan-
darines be of a higher or inferiour Rank,
according to the Dignity of their Offices,
yet thisis no general Rule; for fometimes
to reward one Man's Merit, whofe
charge us'd to be executed by one of an
Inferiour Rank, the King Honours him
with the Title of Mandarine, of the firft,
or fecond Clafs; and on the contrary
to Punifh another, whofe Poft belongs to
thofe of a Superior Clafs, he fomtiemes
put him down to be Mandarine of alow-
er Rank. The Knowledge, Diftinétion
and Subordination of thefe Orders are
fo perfec, the Submiflion and Venerati-
on of the Inferiour to the Superiour, and
the Authority of the latter, over the
others fo great 5 and in fhort the King’s
Power oyer them all, is fo abfolute, that
there is nothing to compare to it in our
giovlemmcnt, either Civil, or Ecclefia-

cal.

The Mandariaes of the firll Clafs, are
Counfellors of His Majefties Council of
State, which isthe greateft Honour,and
Dignity, a Learned Man can rif¢ to in
the Empire. They have feveral Hopou-

rable Titles, as Nui co, Colao, Cai fiamy

Suam-Cum, Siam que, and others, figni-
- Vol

BT

fying Aellors, AfMiftants, and Supreme
Counfellors to the King.  There g:é in
the Royal Palace, feveral Halls for them
of a Stately S;r_uéiure.- When the King
will do any of thefe Counfellors a fpecial
Honour, he gives him the Name of one:
of thofe Chambers, asfor Example that
of Chumbkietien, fignifying, the Supreme
Chamber in the middle; this new Ti-
tle being immediately added to his Name 3
and he ts calld fiuch a Counfellor or Koo
laa, Supreme Chamber in the middle:
There is no certain number of thefe
Counfellors, but they are more, or few-
er, at the. Emperors Pleafure, who choo-
fes them as he thinks fit, among the Afun-
darines of other Courts. There is al-
ways one call'd Xesfiam, who is chief of
them, and the King's Favourite, This
is the Supreme Council, or Court in the
whole Ringdom, and kept in the Palace
on the leftHand of theSupreme Chamber,
where the Emperor gives Audience,
Where it is to be obferved, that the
left Hand among the Chinefes, is the moft
Honourable, as it was among the Greeks
and other Nations ; which puts me in
mind, that 1 have feen fome Antient
Grecian Piftures, on which S, Peter was
Painted on the left, and S. Paul on the
vight, the firft having the preference as
head of the Church. This Court is
call’d INui yuen, and is compos’d of three
Ranks of Mazdarines, the firft is that of
the Emperors Counfellors already men-
tion’d, who have it in Charge to Pernfe,
Examin and Judge of all Petitions pre-
fented to His Majelty by the fix great
Courts, of which we fhall Treat next,
upon all the moft Important Affairs of
the Ringdom. When they are come to
a Refolution, they prefent it to the Em-
peror in Writing, who eicher confirms
or cancels it, as he thinks fit. Thofe
of the 2d Rank, or Clafs, are asit were
Afleflors, or Afliltants to the King’s
Counfellors, chofen out of the 2d, or
3d Clafs of Mandarines, whence they
often rife to be the King’s Counfellors.
The Title is Tahiofs, that is, Learnd
Men of great Knowledge. This Title
is alfo given to Counfellors, on whom
the Emperor beltows others more lofty,
as Tai-cu-taiy that is, The Princes great
Governour, or €ai-tu-casfu, Great Ma-
Xx fter
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Prefidents

fter to the Prince, and the like. The

3d Rank of this Court, is call’d Chum-'

xuco, that is, Clafs, or School of AMan-
darines ; thefe write, or caufe to be writ

the bufinefs of the Court, on whomthe -
Emperor beftows Titles, adcording to

the Chambers they are employ’d in.
They are generally of the 4th, sth; ‘or
6th Clafs of Mandarines, and are much
look’d vpon, becaufe they have charge
of all Sutes, and Writings, by reafon
they may give or take away, all a Man
has depending on the Sute, by only a
Word of a double meaning, and fome-
times by a fingle Letter.
there is a valt number of Clerks, Sollici-
tors, and Supervifors. _
Befides this Sovereign Court or Coun-
cil here mention’d, there are eleven o-
ther great Courts,among which the Em-
peror of China, divided all the affairs of
his Empire 2000 Years before Chrift ;
and thefe fame continue fill. Six of
them belong to the Learned Mandarines,
or Gown-Men, call'd Lo-pu, and fix to
the Military Mandarines, or Sword{men,
call'dU-fi. The Powerof thefe Courts’
was extraordinary great; andunlimited,

in fo much, that it might reafonably be’

fear’d , left fome one of them fhould
mfiake ufe of its' Authority, “to ftirup a

Rebellion; and ‘therefore the Wifdom*

of the Chinefe Emperors, has fo regula-
ted their ‘Bufinefs, that no one of them
can determine any affair committed to
it,without the Concurrence of the others.
Within the Palace of every one of thefe
fix Courts, there is always a'Chamber,
or Apartment appointed for a. Manda-
rine, call’d Coli, that is, Supervifor, or
Examiner, who in Private and Publick,
Examines all that is tranfaled, and if
he finds any Error, prefently acquaints
the Emperor with it. This Mandarine
is neither Subie&, nor Superior to his
Court, butonly a Cenfor of their Pro=
ceedings, as wasus'd among the Romans.
In Chinathefe Men are call’d Mad Dogs,
becaufé they are continually biting, by
the ill Offices they do.

The firft Prefidents of thefe fix Cotirts,
are of the firft Degree of the 2d Clafs
of Mandarines, and are call’d Xanz-zuo-
li-pu-xam-xu,that is, firft Prefident of the
Court of Ceremonies,and foof the others.
Each of thefe Prefidents has2 Affeflors,
the firlt of which is call'd T/o-%il-am,
that is, Prefident of the left hand ;
and the other Yeu-xi-lam, that is, Prefie
dent of the right, and thefe are of the
firft Degree, of the 3d Clafs.

Thefe fix Courts, are feated, accord-

Befides thefe’

ing to their Dignity, near the Imperial 6 Civil

Palice on the Eaft fide, being great COUFt-

fquare Structures, with three Divilions

‘of Courts and 'Apdrtments ; for the

coaveni¢ncy ‘of fo*'many” as belong to

them , the Emperor ‘daily providing

their Dinner, that they may not be
oblig’d to go' home ' to ‘their Houfes,
and may difpatch’ bufinefs ‘with more€
Expedition.” * -

" "Fhe method of ‘Proceedings' in thefe Their me-
Courts is thus. + When any Man has a thod of
Sute, he writes it down on a Paper of i’;f;c

fuch form and Size, as is fix’d by Cultom,
which he carries into the Palace of ‘the
Court, and there beats'a Drum, which
is at the fecond Gate, then kneeling and
lifting'up the Paper or Petition with both
Hands as high as his Head, it is taken
from him by an Officer, who conveys
it to the Mandarines of the great Cham-
ber, and they to the Prefident, orin his
abfence to his Affeffors, who having
read it, A pprove or Rejet it,as they think

fit. If Rejected; they fend it back to -

him that prefented it, caufing him often
to'be well beaten for having propos’d
an ‘'unreafonable Thing. If they Ap-
prove of it, the Prefident fends it back
to the Inferior Court, thatthey may Ex-~
amine the Caufe and Report-£heir Opini-
ons, When this" Court' has' Examin’d
and Adjudg’d it, theyfend it back to
the firft Prefident, - who gives the Sen-
tence, adding to, taking from, or con-
firming theDecifion of his InferiorCourt.
If the Matter be of high Concern, he
orders the faid Court to draw it upina
Memorial, which having Read with his
Affe(fors, he remitsto the Revifor Man-
darine before mention’d, and he refers
it to the Supream Court of the Counfel-
lors of State, who Examines the Caufe,
and acquaints his Majelty with it, who
for the moft part orders the Court to
Examine it again. Then the Counfel-
Tors of State fend back the Memorial to
the Revifor, who having feen the King’s
order, returns it to the firft Prefident.
He caufes it to be Examin’d again, and
when brought to him again returns it to
the Revifor; he to the Counfellors of
State, and they to the Emperor,who then
gives the final Seatence. This Decree
returns the fame way to the firft Prefi-

dent, who notifies it to the Parties con- -

cern’d, and then the Sute is ended.
When the Caufe is any of thofe the
Courts of the Provinces fend up to Court,
it is Dire&ted Seal’d to the King’s
Infpe&tor or Revifor 5 who opens and
Reads it, and then fends ic to the firft

' Prefi-

S,
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SN Prefident , who proceeds as has been

Gomell, Gid,

/

The 1fk
Court,

LT

Mandarines in Trials and
of Affairs do their Duty
, to the Laws and the King’s
Defign, China would-be the happieft
Country in the World, and the beit Go-
vern’d; but as great obfervers as they
are of outward Formalities, they are in-
wardly no lefs *Mal_iewus& Hypocritical,
and Cruel.  Their Frauds and Artifices
are fo numerous, it would take much
time to recount them, there being fcarce
any Mandavine free from Avarice and
Corruprion ; fo that they do not confi-
der the Juftice or Injuftice of the Caufe,

_but who gives moft Mony or the beft

Prefents, thinking of no'tf;jn‘ ‘but fatis-
fying their vile Covetoufnefs
ny ravenous Wolves, _
The firlt of thefe fix Conrts is call'd
Li-pis its Bufinef§ is to furnith all the
Kingéom with Mandarines; and to Exa-
mine their Merits and Demerits, to re-
efent them to the Kin_ﬁ that they ma
¢ prefer’d to better Pofts, or put bac
into meaner, as'a Reward or Ponifh-
ment. Within its Palace there are four
Courts. The 1ft; is call'd Fen-feven-fu,
that is, The Court that judges of thofe
that are Qualify’d and Learned enough

* to be Mandarines : The 2d, Ceo-cum-fu,

which Examines the good or bad Go-
vernment of AMandarines: The 3d, Nien-
fum-fk, which has the care of Sealing
ail publick Ads, to give the Seals to all
Muypdarines according to their Poft, and
to Examine whether the Seals of the
Difpatches they bring or fend be True or
Counterfeit : The 4th Kibiun-fk, which

, has the charge of Examining great Lords
v as petty Kings of the Blood-Royal,

Dukes and others; whom the Clingfes
call Hiun-chin, that is, Antient Vafals;
who are honourable for their great Ser-
vices perform’d in War, when the Fa-
mily now Reigning conquer’d the Em-
pire.

od Court.  The 2d Sovereign Court is call'd Hu-

| \f-v
*z.. !
- =
B

p#, which fignifies the Kings great Trea-
fary or Gourt of Exchequer. It has
the Management of all the Treafures,
Revenues and Taxes, asalfo of the Ex-
pences. It pays out the Penfions, and
the Quantitics of Rice, Pieces of Silk,
and Sums of Mony the Emperor beftows
on petty Kings, greatJ.ords,/and Man-
darines of the Empire. It keeps the Rolls
or Mufters taken very exaétly every Year

* of all the Families, Honfes, of all the Men,

of the Surveys of the Land, of the Duties
it is to pay, and of all the Cuftoms. And
Vol. IV.

i ¢ foma-_

itis here to be obferv’d thattho’in China
there are 15 Provinces, yet in the Pub-
lick Records, and their cornmon way of
fpeaking, they are call’d 14 Provinces,
and one Court, becavfe, fay the Chi-

. mefes, the Court refides, commands, and

is not fubject, ‘and therefore is notto be
reckoned in the number of the other Pro-
vinces. Hence it is that among the Su-
preme Courts, there is never an Inferi-
our one for the affairs of the Province
of Peking ; but the firft Prefident refers
them, ‘as he thinks fit, to one of the In-
feriour Courts appointed for the Provin-
ces. Thus the Supreme Court of Ex+
chequer, has within its Palace on both
fides, 14 Subaltern Courts, which bear
the Narmes of the Provinces they are ap-
pointed for.  During the Reign of the
Family before this 'now Ruling, there
were reckoned 13 Provinces, and two
Courts, becaufe the City of Nanking
was a Court, as well as that of Peking,
and had the fame fix Sopreme Courts,
and allothers, that are now in the Coure
of Pe_b':?_*, but the Tartars took away its
Title of a Court and all its Tribunals,
and have chang'd its very Name, cal-
ling it the City of Kiem-nim, and the
Province Kiem-nan, Names it had for-
merly.

The 3d Court is call’d Li-pu, and has 24 Court.

the Infpection into Ceremonies, Rites,
Sciences and Arts. It has charge of the
Emperor’s Mufick, of Examining Stus
dents, and giving them Right to be ad-
mitted to the Examination of the Learne
ed; of Judging of the Titles and Ho-
nours the Emperor will beftow on Per-
fonsof Merit ; of the Temples, and of
the Sacrifices the Emperor offers to the
Sun, Moon, Heaven, Earth, and to his
Anceftors. It orders the Entertainments
the Emperor gives to his Subje&t or
Strangers, and the Receiving, Prefent-
ing, and attending his Guefts, and Am-
ba%don, and has full Power over Arts
and Mechanicks, and in fine over the 3
Religions profefs'd in the Empire,wherc-
of the ift is that of the Learned; the
2d. of Taofis or the marry’d Bowzes ; and
the 3d. of the fingle Bonzes. By this
Court the Fathers, Fobu Adams, Luis
Buglia, Ferdinand Verbieft, and Gabrécl
Mggaﬂmm were Imprifon'd with nine
Chains on their Feet.  This Court has
4 Courts under it. The 11t is call'd
T-chi-fw, that is, The Conrt of Matters
of Moment, as for Inftance, of the Ti-
tles of petty Kings, Dukes and great
Mandarines: The 2d Su-chi-fu, or the
Court that infpe@s the Emperors Sacri-
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and the three Religions: The 3d, Chu-ke-

16906, fu, which Receives and Attends theKing’s

v VN Guells,

4thCourt.

whether Subjtéts or Strangers:
The 4thy Chim-xen-xu, to takecare of
Entertaioments given. by the Emperor.
Whillt the Chinefes had the Power 1n
their Hands, learned Men were chofen
to fill thefe Courts; but at prefent there
are Tartars appointed, who do every
thing in this and the other Courts, the
Chinefe Minifters being like dumb Sta-
tues; thus they fuffer the Punifiment
due to their Pride at the Hands of rude
ignorant Barbarians. Tho’ the name of
this Court looks like that of the firft,
yet there isa great deal of difference ac-
cording to the Chinefe-way of fpeaking,
for the Characters of the firft Syllable,
Li, are not alike, and the Pronunciati-
on differs very much. = The firft is pro-
nounced raifing the Voice and founding
it fhrill, as we mark it with an acute Ac-
cent Li, and on the contrary in the fe-
cond the Voice is let fall, as if it were
mark’d with the flat Accent Li  So
that in the firlt L/ fignifies Mandarine
and Pit Court, and both together Court
of Mandarines. In the fecond Li figni=
fies Rites and Ceremonics, and Pk being
added , Court of Ceremonies.  This
double Meaning is not found among the
Tartars, who call the firlt Court Hafan-
Xurgan, or Court of Mandarines, Xur-
gan lignifying a Court, and Hafan Mane
darines 5 ang the other Toro- Xurgan, or
Court of Rites and Ceremonies.

The 4th Sovereign: Court is call'd
Pimpu, which has the Direction of War
and Military Affairs through the whole
Kingdom. "It Chufes and Prefers all
Officers, diftributes them in the Army,
Frontiers and Garrifons, and all parts of
Chinay Raifes and Exercifes Soldiers;
fills the Magazines with Arms Offen-
five and Defenfive, Ammunition and
Provilions, and with all things necellary
for the Defence of the Empire. Within
its Palace there are 4 Inferior Courts.
The 1ft is call'd Zu-fiven-fu, which has
the charge of chufing and giving Polts
to Military Mandarines, and of Exercis
fing the Troops. The 2d, Chefam-fi,
which has the care of diftributing Men
and Officers throughout the Kingdom to
purfue Robbers, and fupre(s Rebellions.
The 3d, Che-kia-fu, which takes care of
all the Empérors Horfes, as well thofe
on the Froatiers, and in confiderable
Garrifons, as of theothers that ferve for
Poits; as alfo of the Waggons and Boats
that ferve to carry Provifions and Soldi-
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ers. The qth, Pu-cu-fu; has charge of

caufing all forts of Arms Offenfive and
Defenfiveto be made, and keeping them
ready in the Magazines.

The 5th SovereignCourt is call’d Him-
pu, which is the Criminal Court of all
the Empire, it has Authority to punifh
all Crimes according to the Laws of the
Empire. Yet Reafon, Law and Jultice,
are here fold, and he who gives molt has
the beft Caufe; this Nation fuffering it
felf to be fo led away by Avarice, that
it cannot be curb’d by fo many fevere
Punifhments as the Emperor infli¢ts on
thofe that are Convicted of Corruption
and Bribery.

All the Courts in Peking examine the
Offences of thofe thatare fubject to them
on account of their Employments; but
when the Crime deferves a grievous Pu-
nithment, as Confifcation of Goods, Ba-
nifhment or Death ; then after acquaint-
ing the Emperor withit, they fend the
Procefs and Criminal to this Court which
gives the definitive Sentence. In the
Palace of this Court there are 14 other
fubordinate to it, for the 14 Provinces of
the Empire, as was faid of the fecond
Court. The Pra&ice of China differs
much from ours as to the diverfity of
Punifhments, for we behead noble Per-
fons, but there the greateft” Dififonour
can be done a Man is to cut off his Head.
When the Emperor will fhow a great
Lord or Mandarine condemn’d to Death
a {pecial Favour, he fends hima Piece of
delicate fine Silk to be Strangled wich.
It being therefore the Cuftom in China
to Strangle the Nobility, and Behead
the Commonalty ; whenthis happens the
Kindred buy the Head and Body of the
Executioner for an hundred, and fome-
times for a thoufand Pieces of Eight, ac-
cording to their Wealth; looking upon
itasa greatdifgrace that the Body fhould
remain Unbury’d, becaufe this Punifh-
ment is attended with a prohibition of
Burying the Body, yet the Executioners
run the hazard of it. Among other
Laws obferv’d by this Court, there is one
enacted by the antient Kings; which is,
That when a Criminal deferves any Fa-
vour for fome rare Quality, or Excel-
lency in fome Art (as is alfo appointed
by our Civil Law,) the Executien is re-
fpited till the end of the enfuing Au-
tumn; that he may enjoy fome Grace,
or general Pardon granted at the Birth,
or Marriage of Princes, or extraordina-
ry Alteration, or Earthquake; all Pri-
foners being defcharg’d at fuch times;
{o that thofe whoare Repriev’d, are |fi-

- ther
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The fixth Sovercign Court is call'd

mpuy or the Court of publick Works. -
the care of Building and Repair-

ing the Royal Palaces, the l%ing’s Tombs,

the Temples where: they pray to their

Anceftors, and the others in which they
Worthip Heaven, Earth, the Sun and:
Moon: It has allo charge of Repairing
the Palaces of all the Courts in the King-
dom, and thofe of all the great Lords:
It is to look after the Towers, Bridges;
and all ocher neceflary Works to make
the Rivers Navigable, and the Roads fic
to Travel. la its Palace there are four
fubaleern Courts.  The firlk call'd Tm-
xen-fu, whofe duty it is to examine and
form the Draughts of all Works that
are to be made. The fecond Yu-em-fu,
te whom is committed the ]i:roviding of
Arms for the Fleets. The third Th-xui-
f#, takes care to make the Rivers and
‘Lakes Navigable, to level Roads, and

~ Build and Re]Jair.Bridges. The tourth

‘the Rents.

s

Che-tien-fn, looks to the King’s Houfes
and Lands, which is lett out, and receives

By what has been faid it appears'_}tha!:.

-the fix Sovereign. Coutts have under
‘them 44 inferior Courts, which have all -

their Palaces within: the Precints of the
great one they depend on, with all ne-
ceffary Chambers and Halls, = Each of
thefe 44 Courts has a Prefident and 12
Counfellors, whereof four are of the
firflt degree of the Ee'tél:’c'laﬁ of Manda-
rines, four of the {econd degree of the
fame sth Clafs, and the other four of the
6th Clafs. In the Courc of Exchequer
they are double the number, as alfo in
that of Criminal Caufes; cvery inferior
Court belonging to thefe having a Pre-
fidentand 24 Counfellors. Befides thefe
Mandarines in Employment, there are
others who are of no Clafs, and yetare
fuch only by Name, and after fome Years
Service, the Emperor puts them into
the eightli or ninth Clafs of :Mandarines.
All thefe Courts have Clerks, Cryers
and other Officers, whom they fend ia-,
to the Provinces. They have Tipitaves
to employ in the Palace, Mellengers o
carry their Orders, Jailers, Sergeants,
Carchpoles and others, who baltinado
Offenders, Cooks to drefs the Meat the
Emperor allows them every Day , Ser-
vauts to wait at Table, and a vaft aum-
ber of ochers all kept by the Emperor:
T he number here mention’d is to be nn-
derftood, as it was in the Time of the
Chinefe Emperors, under the Family be-

fore this now R.ei'gning, as Authors des
liver ity for now they ace all double, as
for inftance, the Court that had but 1z

in all before, has now: ¥2 Chinefes and

12 Tarrarsv  Thele are thefix Sovereign
Courts that govern allChine,and are {0 fa-

them of it felf would have _b::{n 00 Pow«
erful, the wife Emperors have (o fetled
them 4nd order'd’their Bulinefs, regu-
lating all their Proceedings, thac none of
them is abfolute inthe Affairs it has Cog-
nifance of; but theyall depend one upon
another. “As for Inftance, The firft Pre-
fident of the 4th Court, which is the
Court Martial, might have Rebell’d bad
his Auvthority been Independant, becaufa
all the Troops in the Kingdom are uvne
der his Direftion ; but he has no Moy,
and after he has the Emperors Order he
mult have recourfe to the fecond Court,
which is that of the Exchequer. The
Boats, Waggons, Tents, Arms and o=«
ther Neceffaries for a War depend on
the fixth Gourt, towhich the fourth muft,
have recourfe; and laftly, the Horfes
are atthe difpofal of another I'ejurate

- Court, of whichthey muft be ask’d,

The Martial Mandarines make five
Coutts, call’d Ufu, that is, five Clafles.
or Companies. ~ Their Palace is an the
right and, weft fide of the | Emperors.
The firft is call’d Hes f#or Rear. : The
fecond 7/ fwor lefc Wing, = The third
Yem fu, ov right Wing. The fourth Chwm
firy or the maia Body. The fifth Chien
fus or the Van. - Thele five Courts are
Governd by 15 great Lords, 3 in each
of them, of whom one is Prefident, and
the others Afleffors. . All the 15 are of
the fielt Clals of Adundarines, but the
Prefidents are of the firft degree of this
Clafs; and the Affeffors of the fecond:
They have charge of all the Officers and
Soldiers of the Court. Thefe five Couris
are fubjedt to a Sovereign Court, call'd
Tiom chim fuy that is, Court Martial, the
Prefident whereofisalways a great Lord.
His Authority extends over the faid five
Courts, . and -over all the Officers and
Soldiers in the Empire , - but for fear
lelt he fhonld make ill Ufe of {o great a
Truit, alearned Mandarine is appointed
his Alleflor with the Title of Supream
Regent, and two Royal Infpectors, who
have an Eyeupoa all his Adtions. The
number of Mandarines is fo much in-
creas’d; both for the better Government,
as alfo to reward Subjedis that defery’d
well in- Afliting the firt King of the
Family before this now Reigning , to
wmake himfelf Mafter of the Empire. And
: gertaige

3%

mous in that Empire ; but becaufe each of
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certainly the predominant Paffion of the
Chinefes is the defire of Rule, wherein
they place all their Glory and Happi-
nefs ; as may appear by an Anfwer giv-
en by a Mandarine to F. Matthew Riccio
di Macerata.  This Father difconrfing
him concerning our Holy Faith and E-
ternal Blifs.  Peace faith the Mandarine,
leave thefe Follies, your Glory and your
Blifs be all your own, who are a Stran-
ger; for all my Glory and Happinefs
confifts in this Girdle and Habit of a
Mandarine 3 all the reft is nothing but
Talk and Words, which the Wind car-
ries away, and are things told but not
feen; what we fee is the benefit or ad-
vantage of Governing and Commanding
others. Gold, Silver, Wives and Con-
cubines, as alfo anumerous Train, Goods,
Feafting, Diverfionsand all forts of Hap-

pinefs, Honour and Glory are the Con-
fequences of being a Mandarine. This
is the Happinefs we covet, and which
we enjoy in our great and mighty Em-
pire, and not yours, which is as Unpro-
fitable as it is Invifible and Impoffible to
obtain. Thus fpoke that wicked Atheift.

There are other Mandarines of none
of the nine Claffes, call’d Vi-jo-lien, that

is, unfetled Men. ' There are alfo o-

thers call'd Zipin, that is, who find no
Clafs to fic them, becavfe their Merics
are {0 great, that they lift them above
all Clafles and Degrees. Thefe are the
petty Kings, Dukesand Marquefes, who
overn in the § Courts Martial, efteem-
ing the Digaity of Dukes and Marquefes,
which they have purchas’d by their great
Services above that of Mandarines.

CH AP VIIIL

Of [everal other Courts in Peking, of the fifteen Provinmces, and Citi b
Z X 2L

HE firft of thefe Courts is call'd

Han-lin-iven, thatis, aGardenor
Grove flourifhing with Learning and
Sciences. This Court contains a great
number of learned Mandarines of preg-
nant Wits divided into § Clafles, and
making § Courts; being chofen by the

Emperor from among the new Dotors.

that take their Degree every three Years
at Peking, for all the Licentiates of the
Kingdom cal’d Kiu gin, that Men il-
luftrious in Learning, are examin’d for
13 Days together with all poffible Ri-
gor, out of which the Degree of Do&or
1s afterwards given to only three hun-
dred fixty fix, who have proved them-
felves theableft Men. The Members of
thefe 5 Courts, are Teachers and Precep-
tors of the young Prince, who is to fuc-
ceed in the Empire, whom they inftrué
in Virtue and Learning according to his
Age. They write all whatfoever hap-
pens at Court or in the Empire, which
deferves to be tranfimitted to Pofterity.
They compofe the general Hiftory of
the Kingdom and other Books, and
they are properly the King’s Men of
Learning, whom he chofes to be Colaos
and Counfellors; in fhort, this Courtis a
Royal Seminary. Thofe of the firft
Court are of the third rank of Manda-
rines, thole of the fecond of the fourth,
and all the other three of the fifth.
Having fpoke of the Examination of
Licentiates and the Degree of Do&ors,

it is proper to defcribe the manner how
they arrive at the Degree of Batchelors,
which is conferr’d in the Cities, and to
that of Licentiate given onlyin the Me-
tropolitan Cities of Provinces , as that
of Do&or is only at Peking. — As for
the Batchelor’s Degree, which the Chi-
nefes call Siu-Zay, there is a Perfon ap-
pointed by the King in every Province,
who goes from one City to another to
examine the Students, of whom four or
five Thoufand come to be examin’d in e-
very City, according as they are more
or lefs Inhabited. They are thrice puc
upon Tryal by as many feveral Exami-
ners. The firft is by four antient Learn-
ed Men who refide in the Colleges of
Confucius: The fecond is by the Magi-
ftrates of the City, and only of thofe
who were thought worthy of it by the
firft Examiners: The third by the Thi-
bio, or King’s Examiner, of thofe few
that have pafs’d the fecond Trial. Thus
of the Thoufands that at firft expos'd
themfelves to the hazard of fo difficule
an Undertaking, only a few are at laft

-admittedto the Honour of Batchelorfhip;

and fbmetimes_ they do not rife to thircy,
all the reft being rejected as Unworthy

and Incapable. Vet this does not dif=

may thofethat are rejected, or put them
by their Studies ; but being fpur’d
on by the Honour done to thofe that
receive the Degree, they return to
their Studies with more “earneftnefs,

to

Book IT.
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one.
. Afterwards only the ableft of thofe

W V™\J that were graduated in the firft Exami-

nation of Batchelors refort to the fecond
for Licentiates, or Mafters, becaufe it is
very fevere. Thefe are promoted only
once in three Years in the eighth Moon,
which vfually happens in our Seprember,
and this no where but in the ‘1§ Metro-
politan Cities of Provinces, 'and fuch a
certain. number prefixt, there being a-
bout 150 in the two principal Cities of
Peking and Nanking, and more or lef§ in
the others down'to an hundred. The
Emperor chufes 30 able Men to be Ex-
aminers, of whom two go into every
Province for that purpofe, and it is to
be perfora’d precifely on the oth, 12th,
and t5th Day of the 8th Moon. Thefe

, Examiners call two others to their Alli-

ftance, for they would not be able to go
through fo much alone. In the mean
while the two Examiners {peak with no
Body, to prevent any Jealoufy or Suf-

icion; and they ftay till the ninth Day
pn the Morning to give all at'once on a
fudden the “Argument or Theme they
are to Write upon.’' ‘This Examination
is perform’d in a Palace, ‘about which
there are fmall Chambers with Tables
and Chairs. ‘'When the Batchelors goin,
they are ftri@ly fearch'd to fee-whether
they have any Writing aboutthem, which
if they ‘had they would certainly be Ba-

ftonado’d, they being allow’d nothing -

but white Paper, three Pencils, and an
Ink-horn. Having their Subje& they are
to Treat of, they are fhut into thefe lit-
tle Rooms, and goarded that they may
not Talk to one another. The Theme
given them to try their Wits' the firft
Day, is four Sentences taken out of the
valt Number of them in Confucius his
Books, that is, out of three of the four
counted moft Authentick-among the Chi-
nefes; thefe are hung up at the four Cor-
ners of the Court in vaft black Letters
on white Paper. Upon them every one is
to frame a Difcourfe, not exceeding 500
Charaéters, which are as many Words.
On the 12th Day of the Mooa, three
feveral Points are propos’d, upon which
Jadgment is to be given, to advife the
King by way of Memorial. The laft
Day they defire three Cafes in civil and
criminal Affairs; either abfolving, con-

* demning, or compounding between the

Parties, as if they were giving Judg-
ment u ‘pon the Bench. They Labour at
each of thefe Examinations from break
of Day, tillNight; the Dinner for thofe

in the Court belng provided by the City,
and very light; that it may not dull the
Wit.. At Night the Compofitors fold
their Compofitions, -and deliver them to
People appointed to reccive them, eve-
ry. one Subfcribing his Name. Thefe
Compofitions are tranfcribed by Clerks,
and being afterwards compar'd with the

Originals, are deliverd to the Affeffors
tojudge of the worth of them, without

knowing the Authors;to prevent all Cor-
ruption.  Thefe pick out the beft, dou~

ble the Number that is to be preferrd,

and the two Examiners chufe one half
out'of them. Thefe Compofitions be-

ingthen compar’d ' with the Originals,

kepti'the ‘mean while Lock’d up, the

Owners Names are Publifh’d, and they

thus receive the Degtee of Mafters, with

great Rejoycing, at the end of the fame

eighth Moon. *And becaufe the Tarrars

by reafon of their Ignorance could not

eafily pafs through thefe Examinations,

that they may have the Degree of Li-

centiates to Capacitate them to be Man-

darines , the Emperor has in their behalf

brought upthe Title of Kien-Sens, which

is'beftow’d for Moeny, confirming them

for ever in the Degree of Batchelors,
and in a Capacity of being Mandarines.

' ‘The Qourt call’d Guercu-Kien, isthe

Royal School “of ‘all the Empire, which School of

-y

The

has Gare of all thefé Batchelors and Sty- the Emo
dents, to whom the Emperor has grant- Pire.

ed fome Privilege to make them equal
to Batchelors, as delivering the Wine to
the’ Emperor when he Sacrifices to Hea-
veny ‘the Earth, the Sun, Moon, or an
other 'well deferving Creature. Thefe
graduate Students, are of fix forts, viz.
Cum-Semy Onon-Sem, Nyen-Sem, Cum-
Sem; Kien-Sem, Cum-cu, who are ufual-
ly ‘marry’d to Women of the King’s
‘Houlhold, .to whom the King grants this
Favour; as alfo upon account of their
'Fore-fathers Services, or upon occafion
of publick Rejoycing.

‘The Mandarines that belong to the coure of
Court- call Tucha-yuen, or Vifitors and vifitors.

Cenfors of the Court, and of all the Em-
pire: The Prefident is equal in Dignity to
the Prefident of the fix Sovereign Courts;
and ‘accordiagly is a Mandarine of the
fecond Clafs, and his firft Affeffor of the
third, and all the other Afundarines,
whofe Dignity is very great, of the fe-
venth Clafs. It is their Duty always to
‘have'a watchful Eye over the Court and
all'the Empire, to caufe the Laws and
good Cuftoms to be obferv’d ; and the
Mandarines to obferve Jultice, punifth-
ing their Inferiors, and acquainting the

Emperor
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1696.  Vifitation, fending 14. Vifitors: through« apprehending Thieves, Malefa@ors and

WD oyt the Empire, one to every Province. Vagabonds, and to remit them to the - o

As foon as theVilitor enters the Province,

he is Superior to the Vice-Roy, and all '

the Mandarines great and fmall, and be
tries or aéts the Cenfor over them with
fuch Rigor and Authority, that thedread
the Mandarines have ot him was the oc-
cafion of that common Proverb in China,
Lae-xty Kien-mao, that is, the Moufe has
feen the Car, and this not without Caufe,
for he can take away their Employ~
ments, and Ruin them. The Vifitacion
ended, the Vifitors return to Court, with
every one half a Million given him b
che Mandarines, which chey fhare wi
the Prefident and his Affeflors, and then
give them and the Emperor an Account
of their Vifitation. | For the molt part
they Accufe none but fuch Adandarines,
whofe Injuftice, and other Crimes are fo
Publick that they cannot be conceal’d,
or the Poor one that could give them no
Mony. This Vifitation is call'd Tachai,
or the great and general Vifitation. The
fame Court makes a fecond Vifitation
call'd Chun-chai, or middle Vifiati
‘fending Vifitors to the nine Quarters o
the Frontiers on the fide of the great
Wall, that divides Chine and Tartary.
If thofe that go the general Viditation
make a great Advantage, or rather Steal
much; thefe out-do them amongft the
Diftributers of Salt. The third Vifita-
tion is call’d Siaochai, or the little Vifi-
tation, and is made every three Months
fending Vifitors fometimes unknown, an
in Difguife firft to one Province, or Cir
ty, and then to another, to reccive pri-
vate Information againit fome Manda-
yine-Famous for his ill Practices. Befides
thele Vifitations the Court every three
Years fends a Vifitor call’d Hio-guen in-
.to every Province, and another call’d
Ti-hie into every City, to Examin the
Batchelors, and Punifh their Infolencies
committed againft the People by abufing
their Privileges, and Punifh them Se-
verely. To conclude, this Court, every
time it thinks fit fends a Vifitor, call'd
‘Shun-ho, to make a Vifitation upon that
famous Canal we have fpoke of elfe-
where.

This Court is kept in a vaft Palace,
and has under it 25 nferior Courts, di-
vided into five Clafles; and each of the
five Courts has five Prefidents, and abun-
dance of Afleffors and inferior Officers,
who have particular Names, as has been
faid of other Courts, that take care of

fuperior Gourts 3 to vifit the Streets and
Quarters ; and to go the Roinds, and
keep Watch at Night. The Captains
of Streets, or Headbouroughs are Sub-
jec to thefe two Claffes; for every 12
Families have a Chief over them, call’'d
Paiten, and over ten of thefe Pairens is
another Officer they call 7/wm-Kia, whofe
Duty it is to acquaint the Court with
what is done within his Ward contrary
to Law, or good Manners, ‘and to give
an Account of all Strangers that come
thither, and any thing elfe that is vau-
fual, They are alfo to Exhort the fe-
veral Families to Virtue, and a good

i _
. The Court Fu-bio is govern’d by two Court of

Prefidents, who have Charge o)g ‘the Batclrltelors
Learned and Martial Batchelors, to Ex-

ercife the ficlk of thefe in Difcourfes u

on good Government, and the others in

Mﬂlﬁl"y - Affairs.

The Court call'd Corao, or Co-lay is Court of
that of the Infpectors before-mention'd, Infpeétors.
divided into fix Clafles, as are the fix
Sovereign Courts from which they take
their Names.  As for Inftance, the firft
is call'd Zico, or Infpedors of the Su-

eam Court of Mandarines 5 or Hiwo,
nipe@tors of the Supream Court of the
Exchequer, and fo the reft. Every Claf
confilts of feveral Mandarines of the fe-
venth Rank. They are appointed to tell
the Emperor’ what Faults he commits ia
Government ; and they are {o beld in
this Particular, that they often Expofe
themfelves to the hazard of Banifhment
and Death, to tell their Prince the Truth,
cither by way of Memorial, or by word
of Mouth ; of which there are many Ex-

- amples in the Chinefe Hiftories. And it

has happen’d that Kings have mended
their Faults, and gencroufly rewarded
thofe that reprovid them. It is their Du-
ty to have a watchful Eye over the Mif-
carriages of the (ix Supream Courts, and
to give the Emperor Notice of them by
Memorial ?rivately. The Emperor
makes ufe of thefe Mandarines in Affairs
of Confequence, and chufes three out of

‘them every Year for Vifitors.

The Court Him-gin-fu furnifhes the Court of
Emperor with Amhgdors, and Envoys Ambaffa-
to fend into Corla, when he confirms that dor:
King in his Title, or to carry a Title
to other deferving Perfons.

The Court Tai-li-fu, thatis, fovereign Court of
Reafon and Juftice, has the Charge of doubtful

Examining ~**
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Gemelli, and of coufirming or revoking Sentences
1606. pronounced, efpecially in the Criminal
A\ Courty where Goods, Honour, or Life
lie' at Stake ; for if any Man be con-
~demn'd to Death, and this Court find

the Motives of fuch Judgment dubious,

it remits the Cafe to its San-fa-/i, which
is, as it were its Council of Conftience,
and this joining with the Court of Tai-
li~fuu, and that of Twu-che-yuen, ot Su-
pream Court of Vifitors, and the Cri-
minal Court, they all together Examin
the Matter over again, in the Prefence
of the Accufer and Party accus’d, and
often reverfe the Sentence. 10
“TheCourt Tm-chim-fu has the Charge
of Publifhing the Emperor’s Orders ac
Court, and throughout all the Empire ;
as alfo of perufing all the Memorials of
the Learned and Military Mandarines be-
fore they are deliver’d to the Emperor,
which they ftop, or fend up, as they
think fic ; none being allow'd to prefent
a Memorial to the Emperor, before it
has be€n revis’d, and approv’d by this
Court ; except thofe of the Mandarines
of Peking, who prefent theirs immedi-
ately. The Prefident of this Court is
of the third Clafs. o eilps
Affociate - The Court Tai-cham-[u, is in a man-
Cout. ‘ner affociated to the Supream Court of
" Rites éﬁg Ceremonies. The Prefident
is-of the third Clafs, his Affeffors of the
fourth, and the reft of the fifth and fixth.
It has peculiar Charge of the Mulick, of
the Sacrifices, and of the marry’d Bon-
zes, and other Matters.
. There is alfo another Court affociated

g to that of Rites, and call’d Quam-lo-fu,

that is, Royal Inos, which bhas Charge

of ‘providing the Cattle, Wine, and o-
ther Things neceflary for the Emperor’s
Sacrifices, and Entertainments. The Pre-
fident is of the third Clafs.
Court for - The Mandarines of the Court call'd
Horfes.  Tui-po-fu, are of the fame Clafles; as
thofe of the laft, and provide Horfes for
the Emperor, and for War diftributing
them to the Commanders, and in the
Fortreffes. At prefent the Tartars bring
them in, and the Emperor buys feventy
Thoufand every Year, and the great Men
and private Perfons double the Number.
Court of - Kin=Tien-Kien is the Court of the Ma-
Mathema- thematicks. The Prefident (who at this
ticks:  ‘time is F. Philip Grimaldi of the Society
of Jefus) is of the fifth Clafs, his two
Affeffors of the fixth, and the reft of
the feventh and cighth. They apply
themfelves to thie Study of Aftronomy,
and Aftrology, and are to inform the
Vol. 1V

Emperor when there will be Eclipfes of
the Sun and Moon, and their Quality
and Duration, Whereof the Emperor
gives Notice to all the Courts of the
Provinces by means of the Court of Rites;
that they may prepare to perform the
neceffary Ceremonies 5 which confift in
beating the Drum, whillt the Eclipfe
lafts, the Mandarines kneeling, with
their Eyes lifted up to Heaven, and with
awful Fear. This Court every Year fets
out the Almanack, which is fpread
thronghout the whole Empire. J 7

The Court Tai-y-yuen, or rathet Col- College of
lege of Phyficians, is compos’d of thofe Fhyficians.
belonging to the Emperor, Emprefs, and |
Princes; who prepare their own Medi«
cines. ‘Thefe Mandarines depend on the
Court of Rites.

The Court cal’d Hum-lu-fu, confifts Mafters of
of Mafters of the Ceremonics at publick Ceremo-
Audiences, and is affiftant to chat of nies.
Rites. .

. The Gourt Xam-Len-yuer, has Charge i
of the Gardens, and o% the Cattle k'e?)t i
for Sacrifices and Entertainments. It is
Subjeét to the Court of Rites.

The Court Xam-pao-fit, has the keep- Chancery,
ing of the Emperor’s Seal ; which is
Square, a Span over, made of a preci-
ous Stone, as the Letters on it Denote,
which are Xam-pao. Here the Court of
Mandarines come for the Seals, to be-
ftow their Employments on the Munda-
rines of the Court and Provinces, the
King’s Leave being firft had. \

The Court Kin-y-guei, is the Guard Guardss
to the Emperor’s Perfon.  They Guard,
and Attend him when he goes Abroad,
or gives Audience. It confifts of feve-
ral Hundreds of Martial Mandarines, the
Sons of gréat Lords, and is divided into
four Claffes.. Thefe are never remov’d
as other Mandarines are, but continue in
their Court, but often rife to be Prefi-
dents and Kolaos. Thefe, tho’ they are
Martial Mandarines are Independent of
the Pimpu, thatis, the Supreme Military
Court: : .

The two Courts call’d Xui- que-fu, Cufto-
which have the Management of the Cu- mers.
ftoms of Peking, and take care to place
Waiters at aﬂgrhc Gates of the City to
receive the Duties, which depend on the
Gourt of the Exchequer.

- The Tu-pu has two Employments, court for
vehich are to apprehend Thieves and Malefa-
Malefadtors, and proceed againft them; &ors.
if they find them not Guilty, they may
Difcharge them ; buc if it finds them
Guilty, it muft turn thém over to the
Criminal Court. It has alfo Power to

Yy fecure
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ONAA fecare rup-away Slaves, to Baftinodo,
Gemelli. apd then reftore them to their Malters,
1696, figlt marking them with ahot Iroa on
VN the lefc Arm. Cotspurfes ave mark’d
with fuch an Iron on the left Arm, for
the firft Offcnce; for the 2d in the right,
and for the 3d are fent up to the Criv
minal Coutt. ' B R )
‘T'he Court call’d Fu-yn, is that of the
two Governors of the City of Peking.
Thefe Governors are Superiour to thofe
of all the other Cities in theEmpire. They
are of this 3dClafy' of AMandarines, and
their Affleffors of the fourth. The fielt
Superintendent of all the Scholars and:
Learned Men in Peking, who are not
yet Mandarines,  The fecond has the'
adminiftration of Juftice, and takes ac-
count of all the Familics, and Soulsin.
the City, and prepares the Place and
neceflaries to offer Sacrifice. The Chine-
fes call this Governor Fe-Mu, that is,
Father and Mother of the People.
There are two other Courts call’d
T ai-him-bieny, and Pom-pin-hien, which’
depend on that of the Governors of the:
City, and have the fame affairs incharg ;
becaufe Peking is divided into two Ci-
ties, according to the Pradtice through-
out the Empire, where Cities are reckon-
ed as one, or two according to their
bignefs. The Prefidents of chefe Courts
are of the 6th Clafs. -
Tfum-ginfi is the Court of the Great
%““;f of Men, who are lineally defcended from
;-'a;m?ﬂ the Royal Family. The Prefideat is
one of thofe who have the Quality of
Kings; aad is of no Clas, being above
them all. His two Afleflors are Lords
of the Blood Royal, andabove theClaf-
fes 5 but all affatis are difpatch’d with

Gover-
nor'’s
Court.

Courts
under
them,

the afliftance of fome of the Mandarines

of the fix Sovereign Caurts, ~ All their
bufinefs is to difiribute the Mony al=
low'd for the Emperor’s Male kindred,
whether Richor Poor, to the fisth De~
grecof Confanguinity 3 moreor lefs, ac-
cording to their Dignity, and nearnefs
of Blood. Belides, they judge of all
matters, Civil or Criminal, ~wherein
thofe. are concern’dy and Execute the
Sentence, after, acquainting the Empe-
ror. Thefe Relations of the Emperors
* have the Privilege of Painting their
Houfes and Moveables Red.  The Fa-
mily before this now in the Throne,
having Reign'd 276 Years, was increas’d
to fuch a pumber, that the allowance
falling fhort, for fome who were re-
motely ally’d, they apply’d themielves
to Mechanick Axts, and were become
too Infolent among the People; but at

3%

prefeat there is ioOffspring of themdeft.: .
The kindred of the Turter Emperornayr.
Reigning, ate all Lords of Note, and
live at Court 5 but if their Reign lafts .~ .
long, they allo muft come to 4 mean,
gon'thmon,- by reafon of their, Num-.
arotrl (15 bbbl AR B s ok st
 Hoam-chin is a Court, that has the court of
likePower overtheKing’skindred by Fe- the Fe-
male defcent.  Thefé are of two forts ; male line,
the ficft of thofe, who-defcend of the
Emcrm-naughm;ﬁmmﬁd to chioce
Students, as was {aid above, call’d Fu-
mas; but they are not accounted Pringes
of the, Blood by the Chinefes, nor. the
Emp'crors_ ki.ﬂdl‘ﬁd, -as. hﬂiﬂs nﬁ:-Riﬁhﬁ:;

b

to' the Succeflion, tho the Male line

were quite extinét,  This Cuftomis ob- .

ferv’d even among the People ; forin:

China to Marry a Daughter, is :ﬂc.f‘ame--

thing, as for ever to exclude her the

Family, and fix herin the Husbands,

whofe Sirname fhe takes. Therefore

when the Chinefes will exprefs, that a

Maid is gon to the Bridegrooms Houfe,

they do riot make nfe of the VerMiu,

to go; bucof the Verb Ows; to-retorns

thus-they do not: fay, fhe is gone, but .

return’d home. So:when the Grandfa~ -

ther talks of his Sons Children, he calls. :

them plain Sur-cu; my Grandfopss.but , . 7

when. he fpeaks of his Daughters, he 3

{ays, Pai-funscu, my Grandfons abroad 3

becaufe he accounts them of his Son-in= |

Laws Family. ~Soswhen they fpeak of .

a dead Perfon, they do not fay, fachia

one is dead, but fuch aone isretirn’dto

the Earth. Among the 2d fortof kind-.

red of the Emperorsof the Female line,

are accounted, the Parents, Brothers;

Uncles, and other Relations of the

Empreffes; the Emperor’s Sons-in-law;

and their Parents, Brothers, and Uncles,

Of thefé two forts the Emperor choo-

fes fome of the moft remarkable to com-

pofe their Court. The difference be=

tween thefé and the Princes of theBlood,

is that thefe laft are of none of the nine

Clafles, andthe others areof the1ftand

2d, tho they think themfelves more

Honour’d by the Title of FHoams-chin,

and that of Fu-mafignifying the King’s

kindred, than by that of Mandarines,

tho’ of the firft Clai. This 2d fort of:

kindred, was alfo deftroy’d by the Tar-

tars. syl e

Enough has been faid of the Courts of Sovereign.

Mandarines, and the Government of the -gz‘;“l,‘:i,

Court ; it remains now to:fpeak brief- yince,

ly of thofe of the Provinces. EachPro--

vince has a Sovereign Court, on which

all the others depend. The Prefident
has

/
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oA has the Tide of Tutan Kiun-muen, Fu-
Gemelli. yven, Sium-fi, and othér Names, figni-

1696. fying Goveruors of Provinces, or Vice-
V'™V roys, and is vfually chofen out of the

firft, 2d, or 3d Clafs, as the King plea-
fes. It belohgs to him to Govern, both
in Peace and War, the Peop-le-‘agd

diery, in Civil and Criminal affairs;
and to give the Emperor, and fix Sove-
reign Courts, an ‘account of all things
of note. To him are directed dll Or-
ders from the Emperor and his Courts,
and all the Mandarizes of the Province,
are oblig’d to have recourfe to his Court,
in matters of Weight. Thereareother
Vice-roys, call’d Tfum-to, who have the
Governmentof two, three, or four Pro-
vinces; asfor inftance Leam-quam T[um-
to, Viceroy of the Provinces of  Owam-
tum, and Quam-fi, (Quam-tum figiiifics
a Province towards the Eaft, and Quam-

i a Province that ftretches towards the

Weft) and others, efpecially on the
Frontiers of Tartary. Belides the Vice
Roy, there is in every Province a Vifitor,
call'd Ngan-tai, or Ngan-yven; and
another Officer of great Note, call’d
T fum-pim,who Commands all the Troops
in the Province.  This Man is ufually
chofen out of the firft Clafs of Martial

. Maxdarines. Al thefe Supreme Officers

of the Provinces, have many Mandarines
undé,z:.-themgf who affitt in difpatch of bu-
finefs, Tho’ every one of them generally
has his Palace wichin the Metropolis, yet
they do not always live there; but
travel about all the Province, according
as neceflity requires. \

Courts of  The particular Courts of Metropoli-

Cities,

tan Cities, are thefe that follow. A
Court for civil Caufes, call’d Pu-chim/[u;
the Prelident whereof, is a Mandarine
of the firft Degree, ol; the 2d Clafs, his
two Afleflors of the fecond Degree ‘of
the fame Clafs. This has two other
Courts, not depending on it, but by
way of Affiftants. That on the leftis
‘the moft Honourable, and is cal’d T/an-
¢hin, in which there are two Prefidents
of the 2d Degreeof the 3d Clafs. That
on the right is call’d Tfan-y, its Prefi-
dents are equal, and of the 2d Degree,
of the tourth Clafs. Inall thefe three
Courts, there are many Inferiour Man-
darinés, calld Xew-lin-quow, who have it
in charge to decide all Controverfics,
and gather the Revenues of the Province.
The Criminal Court is calld Ngan-cha-
fuy and its Prefident, who is of the 3d

- Claf§, has no Affeffors under him, but

two Benches of Mandarines. 'On’ the
firt call’d Fo-fu %rel Alff‘arndariu'er'of the
ol. IV.

Soul-

e

4th CTa § ‘on the ad calld Chien-fay of

the sch, 'both together are cali’d Tao-li,
or Tao Tfun 3 and are for the molt parc
Vifitors ‘of all parts of their Province,
This'Court may Punifh C iminal¢ wich
confifeation of Goods, and lofs of Liife,
according to the hainoafiefs of -cheir
Offences ; and when there is no Viiitor
in the Province, it has an Eye over 2l
the other Mandarines, and acquaints the
Emperor ‘with what happens. . In a
Word, thefe two Courts, the Civil and
Criminal, a& in the fame affkirs, as the
fix Sovereign Courts at Peking, and are
as it were their Subftitutes. ;
- 'Every Province is divided into Ter+

ritories, and each Tetritory has a Afans of Provine

darine call'd T4o:li, who is as it were .a
Vifitor, or Infpe&tor of all that is well,
or ill done within his Diftri, and there-
fore he is taken from the Court of Ins
fpeftors, calld Co-tao, whereof wehave
fpoke above. It is his Duty to caufe
the 'Governors of Cities and Towas;
t(I)] pay ‘inthe Emperors Duties punétu-
ally. -

y \
All Citiesof the firft Rank, whether ¢q,qes of

Divifion

Ces,

they are Metropolitans, or not, have a Cigjes,

Court, in which the Governor of icand
its Territory prefides, who is a Manda-
rine of ‘the 4th Clafs, and call’d Chifie.
He has three Affeffors; the firft call’d
Tumi-chi, the 2d Tum-pron, and the 3d
Chui-quon 4 all of the fixth and feventh
Clafs.  They are alfo call’d 2d, 3d, and
4th Lord of the 2d, 3d, or 4th Seat;
or of the 2d, 3d, or 4th City , becaufe
the Prefident is call’d firft Lord, firfk
Seat, and firlt City. Befides thefc there
are four Inferiour Mandarines, calld

Kim-lie, Chu-fir, Chao-mo, Kim Kiao, of

the 7th, 8th, and oth Clafies. Enough
has been faid of the Duty of this Court,
when we fpoke of the Government of
Peking. All the Cities of the. Empire
have fuch Mandarines; but when they
are Places of great Trade, or have a
large Territory, and many Villages de-
pending of them, the number of Aan-

‘ddrines 1s double.

The Cities of the 2d Rank; call’d
Chen, are of two forts, thofe of the

as if 'they wete of the firft Rank, and
have Towns depending on them; thofe
of the 2d, are Subjeét to the Cities of the
firft Rank, whether they have Villagés
depending on themor not. The Prefi-
dent of thefe Cities call’d Chi-chen, is of
the' 2d Degree of the gth Clafs, and
has two Afleflors of the 2d Degree of
the 6th and 7th Clafles, the firit of

Yy 2 which

Cities of
the 2d

firflt, are only Subjeét to the Metropolis, rank.

.

3
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M/\ whu:h is call’d Cfm-:sm, aud nh¢ zd
Gemelli. Chex-poan 3 - befides an other Ma 7ing
1696, call Lxme, of the 2d Deg;ee _the
W gth Clas. Thefe Adtin the fame mm-
ner as the Governors of Cities of the
firft Rank. The People call the Govcr«
nor Ta-ys, that is; agrgat, or firlt Lord,
and the 3 others 2 3d, and 4th Lards.
fiferioir | Every other Cny of t.he Empire.
Cities. @ Court, whofe Prefident is call'd. Cb:.-
bien, and is of the 1ft Degree of the yth  th
Clafs. Under him he has3 Alfeffor the :ﬁ
of them of the 8ch Clafs, and calP’d
chim, thead of the oth Cha-pus, but
Tien-fn of no Clafs Yet if this Man |
himfelf well during his three Years, Em-
ployment, the Governor of the |
City acquaints him of the Superiors. an
he the Governor of the Metropolis ;
who informs the two great €ourts of the
fame, and they the Vice- Roy. He
writes to the Sovereign Court 0 Man-
darines, they give Notice to the Coun-
fellors of State, and laftly the Counfel-
lors of State {peak to the Emperor;
who generally makes him a Mandarine
of the 8thor oth Clafs, And thus muft
Mandarines nfe to a higher Dignity, but
b the help of fome Prefent, propor-
able to the Benefit, they may ra-
ceivc s and thisisthe caufe why, thgy
terwards fell Juftice. ;
A Mandarine when once heis monp.wlgg
muft always be employ’d, that _he may
commit no grofs Error in his Office ; a5
at Rome the Governments of the Eccle-
fiaftical State, are given incourfe, Men
nﬁng fmm the Infetiour to the Greater.
But it is coftomary in Chine to write as
many Names of Cities, a3, there are
Mandarines  that want Emploxmmti,
and then they draw them by way of lot;
tho’ it is well known, that he who is
Intelligence with the Coprt fo orders the
Tablets, that the Name of the City he
would have comes up. ~This Artifice
does not always Succeed, and they tell
us of a Mandarine, wWho drawmg a
mean Lot inftead of a great City, and
therefore being enrag'd for the. Mony
he had given the Regilter, ftood up
(for it is the cuftom to Kneel at that
time) and falling upon him, beat, and
abus’d him fufficiently in the prefence. of
.above 300 Mandarines. For which be-
ing both featto Prifon, they wanted but
little of being Gondern’d to Death, thofe
Contraéts being forbid by the Laws. upon
Pain of Death.
Befides chofe already mentlon‘d, thcre
is a Court in allthe Cities of the Em-
pire, confifting of a Prefident and two,

Piefer-
theats of
Manda-
rines

Other
Courts.

350
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che lifper (
pire,. z;hnm _particolar Court:
m'.mr Provinces, as that for the di-
ﬁubutm of $al sﬁ:ﬁﬂpcrmtendaqcc of
thf& nm rr.lca:0 s I{ev'enuﬁa 0 hern. ‘i
: e Courts we have hitherto gi- martial
ven an Accoupt of, eqqﬁl? of Iehtﬁ Comk

;,'q@ ‘but thofe that belong tq§
Mﬂr are more nnmerou for
des tha Lﬁey are in all Places where

of l:llﬁ Gownemen are, there be

Oﬂhm WQ the Bozdtzs of Provinces, in
the Sea Pocts, qny mqre on the
Frontiers towa There is a

new Catalogue Printe ' Year with
the Names' of t‘.lrtttq!%!f'j1 mﬂdmdﬂm:

loy’d in them, their Titles,Country
nd[;beumwhmthq;  thei rchr:eg;
the Tearned Manda- Number
in out, the gﬁp}p‘ixc’zs :361-:7 of Mands-
and that of . rtlal 18520, in
a1 whwhth.o._.r.n_.. Wt%hf trug, *
, feem wnlike re
ﬁf’” mired in the DUKbrln
their Em ? their I xﬁl ion
iflators omitted nnthmg:h; was ne-
ce[ﬁry, and i‘orclawp all the i F onyeni-
encies that m npire
m tthnr?wouki tfg&ogg H
 more | _munate e ks
nd Integrity e QE su!tah
l'fcr Ir A ‘Mms, Stl!‘dyuig nothing
0 muc iﬁf how to cheat their Superi-
together, the Emperor, with extraor
nary A:t and Ingenuity, not. wg‘a}l
der the rmce fhonld fometimes be ini-
pos’d upon with Falfhood, inftead of

like of t:fc ka;‘.n?dM andarines,
rimes.
ly 5 buttherels
apd Snbo;'dmatmn, ‘that it feems the
e
o£ the I.aws but t?he
Ors, ;hci}. the Sovereign Courts, and
Humility, and Flat;ter¥0 it Is no won-
Truth and the Peo lebeoppreﬁ’d by

the Tyranny of Fnlthlters, notwith-

It,mdmg chc wholefome Laws.

_All the Mandarines here mentmhﬁd, Rules for

haye their Employments for three Years, Manda-
which being expir'd, they rife to others e
better, their il hehaﬂour g no hin-
drance, as has been faid. ' No Man has

.any Power or Authormf, in the Cltjf ar

Province where he was Born, that Ju-
ftice may not be wrefted out of FaVOug;

b o R e IR TRty o e
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A Aficdion biit this is allow'd in Mar:

Gemelli. tial

landarines 5 that they may fight

1696. with more Refolution, in Defence of
UV their Cotintry.  None of them bas Ser-

Chinefe
Chara-
&ers.

vants, or Otfgiccrf;t; hi_sfo;]m ; but when he
comes to the Place of his Goverment,
muft receive thofe ;hau.aw%gﬁrﬁ]ihlr
and maintain’d by the Publick, thatthey
may have no Confidents, through whofe
means to receive Prefents or fell Juftice,
If they take along with them their Sons,
Brothers, or other Relations; thefe are
not to converfe with the People, but to
live reclufe like Carthufians.  The beft
of it is, that tho there be fo many good
Laws to preventand punifh the Corrup-
tion of Mandarines, fufpending an%one
that receives to the value of 10 Taes,
difplacing him for 30, and taking his
Life for so, yet their Knavery and A-
varice finds ways to receive Mony fo pri-
vately, that it is a hard matter ro Con-
vi@ them ; befides that they conceal one
anothers Faults. ;
When a Mandarine’s Father or Mo-
ther dies he muft refign his Employ, to
Mourn three Years, and give the due ho-
nour to thofefrom whom he had his Be-
ing; fleeping for a long time upon a lit-
tle Straw by the Tomb, eating for fome
Months nothing but Rice boil’d in no-
‘thing but Water, wearing for the firft

Year a Garment of Sackcloth, the fe-
cond of fome Cloth not o courfe, and
the third of ‘a better fort; and all this
time continuing the nfial Sacrifices s
which - dutiful Coftom the Emperors

- It i :
JJT’I;I[B l{? %g%.i‘émes E{gdeual'ig'ie_s of
no

fo many Mandarines ave known by [eve-
ral figns. 1. By the Infcriptions and
Titles written on Tablets they caufe to
be carry’d before them: 2. By the num=
ber of Attendants that go along with
them, dragging Staves along the Ground,
carrying Banners and other things. Be-
fides by the number of Men that carry
them in their Chair, for four are allow’d
the inferior fort, and eight to the bet-
ter; and laftly by the number of Strokes
on the Chinefe Drum which goes before
the Company, for they give five Strokes
on it for the meaneft Mandarines, 7, o,
11, and as far as 13 for the greateft.
It is alfo to be obferv’d, that amidit this
prodigious nomber of Mandariies there
never happens any Conteft, as is ufual
in Earepe on account of Precedency.
Becaufe, if the Emperor hears of any
fuch thing, he certainly puts them out
of their Employments, that they may
decide their Controverfies as private
Men.

| CH AP IX
Of the Chinefe Characters, of their Ingenaity and Skill in the liberal Arts, and
“of their chief Books.

H O’ the Egyptians boalt of their

being the firft who tranfinitted
their thoughts to Pofterity, by the means
of Charaéters and Hierog; hicks; yet
it is certain the Chinefes had them long
before.  All other Nations have had a
general way of Writing, compos'd of
an Alphabet of about24 Letters, which
tho’ differing in fhape, have almoft the
fame found ; but the Chinefes make ufe
of atleaft 54409 Letters to exprefs their
Meaning; and this with foch a Grace, Vi-
vacity and Force, that they feem not to
be Chara&ters, but Voices and Tongues
that {peak, or rather Figures and Ima-
gefg, which reprefent every thing to the
Life.

Two forts T hefe Letters are of two forts, either
of Chara- Simple, or Compound of feveral Sim-

tters,

ples; and becaufe every one of them
(contrary to what Is with ours) is a
sign and Image reprefenting fome par-
ticular thing when join'd to another;
therefore they are not to be call’d Let-

ters but Hieroglyphicks. Another thing
wonderful in this Tongue, is that the
Words are few, and all Syllables, as Pa,
s Py POy pH, Pam, Fem, Pim, Pon,
g"nmp: agd l:l]P: like ; o that taking away
thofe Monafyllables which tliey make no
ufe of, as not being able on any ac-
count to pronounce them, as Ba, Be,
Bi, Bo, Bu, Ra, Re, Ri, Ro, Ru, Pom,
Tom, Nom, Mom, &c. Their Words
well confider’d in themfelves are not a-
bove 320, but confider’d with their dif-
ferent Accents, theyare enough tocom=
pofe a moft perfe&t Language. For in=
ftance, the Syllable Po pronounced fe-
veral ways fignifies eleven feveral things,
being as occafion ferves a Noun, Pro-
noun, Subftantive, Adje&ive, Adverb,
and Participle ; and fo wheu it isa Verb
it may be Demonftrative, Imperative,
Subjun&ive and Infinitive; in numbers
more or lefs wich their Perfons; in time
Prefent, Imperfe@, Preterperfe& and
Foture. The diverfe Pronunciation is
: in

The Lan-
guage.

QI
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To Po

1696, Gircumflex ; as allo from the Afpirations,
v~ which is alio mark’d down, as among

o 5\ il
When this. Syllable. is pronounced,
twith the Accent fmooth and all of &'
peice, Pa, it fignifies a Glafs . with the
flat so, it fignifies: ta Boils, with a:
tharp 24, @ Siffer. of Corn or Rice the,

P

4th with the Circumfiex o ey W:l 435
the sth with the Circumflex clos'd witha,

Point over ity to Prepare 5 the sth wi :

the Circumflex charg’d and an, Afpiratis,

on, an. old Wemanj the 7th .--W:.“.h the.
plain. Accent and an Afpiration || te

Breaky the 8th with a flat Accent and.
'dy, the lsth.-
on,

Afpiration, fignifies, Bow
with the Acute, Accent and Alfpirat

fignifies, Near; the roth with the open,
Circomflex and Afpiration , se Waters

~ the 11th with aclofe Circamflex, witha .
Point over, it and an Alpiration, a Slave.;

By this Example it-may be eafily con-
ceiv’d how the Chinefe Language can be
Exprefiive, Copiousand Eloguent, with
{o fmall a number of Monafyllables 3 for
as we, by the different putting together,
of Letters from fuch an infinite number
of Words; fothey joyning, feparating,
and giving feveral Accents to their Mo-
nafyllables, exprefs themfelves as pl
1y and gracefully as any other Language
that is more in efteem.  The fame gale.

they have in explaining their Thoughts -

in Writing, by the variety of Accents;

they find in pronouncing of Words fe-

veral ways; like a Mofitian Whp?mnﬁ
_. Practice eafily knows at fisft fight and
exprefics thefeveral Notes he isto found
with the Voice, - Yet it is not true that,
the Chinefes fing when they talk, as fome
bave imagin’d; nor that they carry a,
Tabler hanging about their Neck, on
which they write their meaning, when
they perceive they are not underftood
and that they cannot whifper, as fome
People fancy, thinking the Tones and
Accents cannot be exprefs'd without
raifing the Voice, % .

. The Chinefe Langnage in the opinion
of the Miflioners, is the eafieft of all
thofe in the Eaft; for if the Memory be
the moft neceffary Faculty for Iear_nineﬁ
of a Language, that muft be the eafi
which has fewelt Words, for itisalways
eafier to remember a few than a great

many. Now the Chinefe Language 1s
gompos’d of enly 320 O Mon:F;jllahksa

s .
' of Writin,

Al this may be und i
the cleven feveral ways the Syllable
o may be mark'd and confidec'd. ” ¢

i P00 [ R BT T | T
whereas the Latin aad Gr
cas the, Latin Hey

infinite; number of Words, "of feveral
Tenfes, Moods and Perfons; and there-.

fore. the Chingfe mult be eatit,  Add to.
his that it requires remembring nothing
but the Accents, which are as it were
the form diftinguithing the fignification.
of the Words. The Chinefe People

therefore prononnce all things well and See e
with eofe, ithout Kaowing what Tonies "

or Accents mean ; _only the learned be-
ing acquainted with them. There can.
bﬁim:- ubt made hereof when we con~
fider;, that the Fatbers Miflioners who.
g0 nto China with only two Years Ap-.
plication, Preach, hear Confeffions, and
write iq.._thacvuniuagq,as if it were na-
tural to them ;  tho’ they gointo thofe
Parts well advanced in Years; whichis,
the reafon they have Writ and Printed.
abundance of Books, whichare admir’d
and valy’d by the -dt'n;cﬁ: themfelves. .

If thofe who arc beft and moft reddy vyi¢ o
at. tq‘v%ntion, ‘have a more lofty. %‘Z __I}‘E;;}f?“’

than others, the Chinefes arédoubtlefs to
be Prefe;-r’d before other Nations, he~
caufc they have been the firfk Inventers
of Paper, of Printing, of
Gun:-Powder, of fine Purcellane, and
of {everal other things. “If they want’
{everal Seiences it is for want of Commu-
nication with other People 5 and yet they |
are. confammate in moral Philofophy,

- to. which they apply themfelves very
e&rr;ﬁl- 5 mg by

t

by the fharpnefs of their
Wits ¢ Iy,mmenogn%_érﬁand the Books
writ__lhly,‘t_l;q Miflioners, wpon nice and
difficult Queftions in Mathematicks, Phi-
loi,bpﬁy and Divinity. ;

. What Kingdom is there in the World . .

fo full of Univerfitics as China? There Lm::.mg
are certainly above 10000 Licentiates,
whereof 6, or 7000 mect every three
Years at Peking, where after fevere Exa-
mination 365 are admitted to the De-
gree of Doftors. [ believe there are
not fo many Students in any Kingdom,
as there are Batchelors in China, for they
are counted above ninety thoufand ; nor
that there is any Country where the
knowledge of L etters is fo Univerfal and
Common ; for efpecially in the fouthern
Provinces there Is not a Man Rich or,
Poor, Citizen or Peafant; but cg}t; a;:
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certain that no part, except Exrope, has
Pub,lillﬁ’siﬁz..w y Books.

" The Chinefe Chronicles are as antient
as the Flood, beginaing but 200 Years
after it 3 and have been continu’d to this

time by feveral Authors; by which it is
j‘ Volumes
they make. They have abundance of -

eafy to judge what a number of

Books of Moral Philofophy, which treat
of Nature, its Propetties, and Accidents,
feveral others of the Mathematicks, and

- concerning the Art of War 3 moft lnge-

Phyfick,

SesNavar-
rete.

nipus anddelightful Romances,and Books
of Knight-Errantey,, like .Am, (
lands, and D. @uixore 5 infinite Volumes
of Hiftory, and Examples of the Obe-
dighggﬂa&?lﬁlﬂ:‘éqmnams their Parents,
and of the Fidelity of Subjects towards

ths‘;i_i:l.:ﬁmir ing ; of Husbandry, of fine Spee
s, of delightful Poems, Of.Tragesie;:
of Comedies, and upon infinite other
Subjedts too tedious to relate. The moft
wonderful thing is to fec with what eafe
they Compofe them, which is fuch, that
there is {carce any Doétor or Licentiate
but Publifhes one or two Works. They
alfo Exert their Wicin Phyfick, where-
of they have writ excellent ‘Treatifes.
Trueitis, they precend todifcover much
by the Pulfe, as to-kuow the Diftemper,
aad apply the: proper Remedies 3 but 1
npot be perfwaded it is fo much as F.
Daniel Bartoli magnifies it in bis Hiltory
of China, Pare 3. Pag. 626635 where
he fays that the Chinefe Phyficians never
ask the Patient any Queftions of his pre-
fent Condition, not how it has been with
him fince he fell Sick, which they would
look upon as betraying their Ignorance ;
but taking the fick Perfon afide, they feel
his Pulle with, great Attentioa for about
half an Hour ;. and by the Diverfity of

. .-t irregular Motions, which they nicely
. . diftern, theydifcover, conceive and de-

. in Ghina ther

" clare all that has happen’d to the Patient-

till then Day by Day, and foretel what
will -befal him ; wherein, as the Father
faysy they far out-do our Phyficians of
Europe, This indeed is a notable way of
pg@gi’ﬁug Phyfick, and not Human, buot
Prophetick, and Divine. In Ewrope there
are Schools where Phyfick is taught, but
. there is noae 3 and if a Son ha-
-ving learn’d ic of his Father, finds not
‘his Account in it, he leaves ity and takes
to a more profitable Trade, for the Chie
nefes. are E-xlpqrn_ at every thi What
I can affirm for

they are, thun with all poflible Diligence
the taking Charge of the Cure of Adan-

e T N X A
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madisy  Or=

aCertainty is; That thefe
Phyficians as much better than oursas

darines, and glrenl: Lords 3 for if any oné
Dies under their Hands, the Kindred
Beat him to Deach ; and the Experience
they have of their Skill makes them ra-
ther put themfelves into the Hands of as
European Surgeon, than of the beft of
them, As a Proof hereof, I faw a Sura
‘geon of Macas, whillt I was at Canton,
£oing up to Court into the Emperor's
own Service; having been employ’d by
him before, and being gone then with
his Leave to fee his Wife 5 and if the
Chinéfes were fuch Prophets, and Efeue

Lapins’s, 1.do not think the Emperor him= |

felf would feek after Enropeans. F. Bars
tols adds, That their great Cure is Faft«
ing, keeping the Patient 7, 14, and even
to.20 Days without giving him the leaft
Morfgl of Suftenance, but as much Wa.
ter as he will Drink, and two, three, or
four times, the Juice of Pears. 1 fancy
if E. Bareoli had been fo fafted but fix
Days, he bad not been able to Publith
fo many choife Worksy and the Chine/es
are Flefh and Blood as we are, and of a
much tenderer Conftitntion, It is alfo
to be obferv’d, That the Chinefz Phyficians
at the fame time play the Apothecaries;
and wherever they go, their Servant car-
ries their Drugs after them. If chey are
not call’d a fecond time, they never re-
turn ; for the Patient is free to make ufe
of any other without Affronting them.
They are paid for the Medicine, not for
the Vific, and thercfore to fatisfy their
covetous Difpofition they never omit to
Purge, tho’ there be no occafion for ity
applying Stones, Seeds, Roots, Herbs,
Leaves, Bark, and orher Simples, where-
of they get the Knowledge in Books,
where they are drawn, and their Virtoes
defcrib’d.  In this Particular they follow
the Aphorifms of an antient Emperor of
theirs, \who was an excelleat Botanift,
and Phyfician, his Name Fenri. Scarce
any of them lets Blood in the moft fcorcha
ing Fevers. Such is the Art of the wife
Phylficians of Chine; bat the Mad ones
are much more Numerous, and a thou-
fand time more in Requeft. T hefe Boaft
of awonderful Secret they have, to make
old People young at any Age whatfo-
ever; others to make them Immortal,
and {o they go about felling their Anti-
dote againft Death. It is not only the
fimple: ignorant People that are catch’d
in this foolith Trap, but the Wifeft and
moft Learned ; who placing all their
Happinefs ia this World, purchafe that
precious Liquor at a vaft Expence, which
they, hope will make them Immortal, and
tho’ often deceiv'd, yet they never fail
= 1o
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to be enfoar’d again, infomuch; thatto

avoid Death, they Deftroy themftlves

in the Prime of their Age. 3
Among thereft the Chincfes have five

Books, cal’d Ukim, or the five Writ-

ings, held in ds great Veneration among

them, as the Holy Scripture is among '

us. . The firftof them is call’d Xuz-Xin,
that is, the Chronicle of the five antient
Kiogs; the three laft whereof were

Heads of three feveral Families, that’

Reign’d 2000 Years,  almoftdouble the

ing: The firft of thefe Emperors Name

was Yao, who according to their Hifto=:

ries began his Reign 4057 Years ago, or
500 Years after the Flood, according to
the Chronology of the Septuagint.  This
Prince and Chinefe Law-giver, perceiving
that his Son was not duly qualify’d to
Govern (for as the Chinefes tell usy Vir»
tue was then regarded above any thing)
he chofe for his Companion, a Subjett
whofe Name was Xun, whot at his Death
he declar’d Emperor, leaving him his
two Daughters for Wives.

Xun, the fecond Emperor is highly
commended in the aforefaid Book for
his Vircue, and particularly for his Obe-
dience to his Father; and Love to his
Brother. {101

Tw, the third Emperor, having ferv’d -

his Predeceffor Xun faithfolly, ‘was by
him at his Death declar'd bis Succeflor,
not regarding his own Son, who was

not fo fit to Govern.  This Man during .

his Predeceffor’s Reign employ’d himfelf
in draining the Waters of the Flood,
which then cover'd part of the Plainsof
Chinay which the Chinefes call'd Xum-

Xui, that is, great Deluge of Waters."
The fucceeding Emperors, rul'dby right

of Inheritance, not of Ele&ion, till the
Emperor Kie, a cruel Man, and laft of
this firlt Royal Family. (P

The fourth Emperor was Chim-tam,
fprung from the fecond Family. - He
took up Arms againft the Emperor Kie,
and poffefs’d himfelf of the Empire. In
his time there was a Dearth of feven
Years, during which time no Snow, nor
Rain fell, the Springs, and Rivers were
almoft dry’d up, the Earth became Bar-
ren, and fo of Confequence there follow’d
Famine and Plague. In this Diftrefs the
Emperor quitting his Palace and Royal
Robes, clad himfelf in Skins, and pro-
ftrating himfelf on a Hill call'd Samlim,
offering up this Prayer to Heaven. Lord,
if thy People have offended thee, Punifh
them noty becanfe they bave done it withons

time of the nineteen following Families, ’
including that of theTarrars now Reign-

knowing what they didy ‘rather Punifl me,
who here offer my [elf wp as 'a Vittim, to

Juffer all your Divine Snftice [hall think fir.

No fooner had he done fpeaking thefe

Words,” but on a fudden the Sky was e

cover’d withClouds, which pour’d dowrd
fo much'Rain, as fufficed to Water all
the Lands of the Empire, and caufe all
forts of Fruit ‘to grow in'a fhort time,
The Line' of .that Empero
Reign’d above 600 Years, till the Em-
peror Chew, who was Cruel like Kie.
When the Chinefes call a Man a Kie, or
a Cheu, it is as if among us we fhould
call him a Nero, or a Domitian.
The fifth Emperor was Pi-vam, who
overthrew Ches in Battle, and poflefS’d -
himfelf of the Empire. He having a

wile and virtuous Brother, made him

King of the Kingdom of Lx (at prefent

contain’d within the Province of Xantung )

and dying left him Governor of the Em-

pire, during his Son’s Minority. To him

the Chinefes aflign the difcovery or in-

vention of the Load-ftone, or Compafs,

2700 Years fince, which afterwards the

Emperor his Nephew made known to

the Ambafladors of Cochinchina, who

brought the Tribute, that by the help of
it they might return Home the ftrait way

without being put to the trouble of fetch-

ing a Compafs as they did when they"
came. "The Hiftory of thefe five Em-
perors, look’d upon as Holy Men by the

Chinefes, efpecially the four firft, and of

their Defcendents, is the Subjeét of the

firft Book ; which has as much Reputa-

tion among them, as the Book of Kings

in the Bible among us. lts Stile is an-

tient, but Polite and Elegant. There

Vice is ran down, and Virtue extoll’d ;

and the Aéions of the Emperors and

their Subjects impartially related.

_ The fecond Book 'is call’d Li-ki, that The 2a
is; the Book of Rites, or Ritual, and Book a

contains ‘moft of the Laws, Cuftoms,
and’ Ceremonies of the Empire. The
chief Author of it was the Emperor V-
Vam’s Brother, before mention'd, whofe
Name was Chen-cum 5 it alfo contains the
Works of feveral other Authors, Difci-
ples to Confucins, and of other modern
Commentators. :

The third Book is call’d Xi-Kim, that The 3d
is, Book of Verfes, Romances, and Po- Book of

peror’ Chim-Tam

ems divided into five forts, one to be Pocms:

Sung in Honour of famous Men, with a
fort of Verfes repeated at Obfequies,
Sacrifices, and Ceremonies’ perform’d by
the Chinefes, in Houour of'pteheir Ance-
ftors. The fecond of Romances, which'
were recited before the Emperor and his

Mini-



