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CHAPR L
The Chronology and Succelfion of the Ottoman Monarchy.

==4 Heir Opinion is very probable,

who will have this: powerful

Nation to derive its Original

from the valt Woods near the Palus

Maotis, becaufe of the great plenty of

Game thofe Woods afford, which is their
ufual Suftenance. 10

The firft that laid the Foundation of
this mighty Monarchy was Ofman, call’d
Ottoman ; a bold and daring Man, by
Birth a Tartar, and Soldier under the
Great Cham. He,offended at fomeWrongs
done him, went into Cappadocia to Live
by Robbing, with fixty Followers; 1n-
fefting all the Country about. Others
allur’d by hopes of Plunder, or defpair-
ing of Pardon for the Crimes they had
committed, joyn’d him; fo that grow-
ing by degrees more Powerful and For-
midable, and having taken feveral Ci-
ties, he made himfelf Mafter of Cappa-
docia, Pontus, Bithynia, Pamphilia, and Ci-
licia. This fome fay hapned in the Year
1300. He Reign’d eighteen Years.

His Son Orcanes fucceeded him, who
taking the fame Meafures, not only kept
what his Father had lefc him, but ma-
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king his advantage of the inteftine Broils;
between the Emperors of Conftantinople,
fubdv’d Aifia, Lycaonia, Phrigia, Caris
and Nicea. He Reign’d 36 Years.
Amurat, a great Malter in the Art of
Diflembling, or Reigning, fucceeded
his Father Orcanes. He in 1363, took
Gallipoli in Thrace, and after it Adriano-
le, Mifia, Servia, and Bulgaria ; but
cing at lat Vanquifh’d and Slain by
Lazarus Defpor of Servia, he ended his
bafe Life af{er a Reign of 31 Years ;
leaving two Sons, Solyman and Baja-
zeth.

Bajazeth having Murder’d his Brother, Bajézerb-

fubdu’d all Thrace, Theffaly, Macedon,
Phocis, Artica, and Bofnia. Then he
held Conftaminople eight Years Befieg'd ;
but finding an obftinate Refiftance, he
rais’d the Siege to give Battle to the
Chriftian Princes, whom he overthrew.
Then returning to the Siege, and ha-
ving after three Years Profecuting of it
almoft reduc’d the Flace to a neceflity
of Surrendring, his Defign was difap-
pointed by Tamerlan, the Great Cham
of Tartary. For he Marching out of his
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~AA Conntry, and wafting A4fis with. Fire
Gemelli. and Sword ; Bajazerh with much Reafon
1694. thought it convenient to leave the Siege
W) 1o oppolt that Torrent, and meet him
ori the Confines of Gulatia and Bithynia.
There coming to a Battle the wretched
Bajazeth was otherthrown, in the Year
1397, with the Lofs of 200000 Men,
and throft loaded with Chains into a
Cage ; where defpairing of ever recoyer-
ing his Liberty, hé beat out his own
Brains againft the Bars. He Reign'd
twelve Years and a half, leaving three
Sons, Calapin, Mabomes and Muftapba.
Mibomet  Calapin, or Alpin, was put to Death
the Firft. by his Brother Adahomet the Firft, who
afcending the Throne conquer'd Fle-
chia, and Macedonia 3 fixing his Court
at Advianople. He Dy'd in 1422, having
Reign’d feventeen Years,

Amurat Amurat the Second, next mounted the
the S Throne. He pafling over into Thrace
FoES by the Afliftance of the Genoefes, over=

threw his Uncle Muftapha; and then
Dladiflans, King of Poland and Hungary

breaking the Peace at the perfwafion of
Pope Exgenius the Fourth, “he paid the

Genoefes 100000 Crowns for liberty to
pafs over into Earope at Gallipoli; and ac-
cordingly wafted over his whole Army.
He fought three Days inceflantly, and
at length Uladiflaus being kill’d remain’d
ViQorious, always reproaching the
Chriftians with breach of Faith. When
Amurar had Reign'd thirty Years he
Dy’d at Bruggia, the Seat of his Em-
pire. :
Mabomet Mahomet the Second fucceeded hims
the Se-  He having Tyrannically Eftablifh'd him-

wnd-  GIf on the Throne, by the Murder of

his Brotlier; reduc'd Conflantinople about
the Year 1435. on the 3oth of May:
Then he Conquer’d Bulgaria, Dalmatia,
Croatia, Trabezond, and Theodociay aCity
belonging tothe Genoefis, now call'd
Caffa. He Dy'd In 1481, when he had
Reign’d 31 Years, and Liv'dy8, leaving
two Sons, Bajazeth and Zizifmus.
Bajigeth Bajazeth the Second, having Expell'd
the Se-  his Brother, Conquer’d feveral Countries
cnde i 32/ Years he Reign'd.
Selimiiee Selime the Firfl, %ﬁs Son: afeended the
Throne, fibdi’d a great part of -Eggpr,
and returning to Conffanpinople Dy’d in
1520, when he had Reign'd eight Years,
and Livd 46. MR it
Solimarn, Soliman focceeded him, and fubdu’d
Belgrads, Rhodesy Grany, and Buda. He
Dy'd in the 47th Year of his Reign.
Selimus After him came Selimus the Second,

:*éi dSc- who took Cyprus from the Peactians, but
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the Chriftians gain’d the famous Vifory
over him at Lepanto.

' The next was Amurat the Third, and _uras 3.

genEMa_bamr w, g:;.& came to Makomes
he Empire embru. 5 | s in the 3-
Blood of feveral Brothers gl [h’

Then came Achmet, and then his
ther Muftapha, Who %as Depos'd, and
Ofman fct uw and he being Unfort
nate in the War againft the Poles, and
endeavouring to ‘curb the Infolency of
the Fanizaries, was at procurement of
the , Murder’d by them. ...

 Muffapha was taken‘out of Prifon and
reftor’d to the Throne, but his ill Fate,
after a Years time, fent him again into
Prifon, the Subjéfts depofing him for
Inability.; =

Achmer the Second, Brother to Of Afmes
man fucceeded, at tiu:_ Age of Foug- the ad.
teen 3 after whom Reign’d Awmurar Anuras
the Fourth, who Dy'd at Conflanti- the 4
?’ig e in 1640, at the Age of Thirty

ree. -

Thrabim, the fieft of the Naime fuc- sirabim

ceeded his Brother .Amurat, andin 1645.
made War on the Venetians and Knights
of Mulra. 1In the Ifland of Candia he .
fought with various Succefs. He was
at Jaft Murder’d by his rebellious Sub-
i who not long before had kilPd
¢ Grand Visier, this was in the Year
18-49‘;.' S ""_\'.,; gt b U AL LT
Moaborset the Fourth, came next to Mabomes
the Empire at fixteen Years of Age:: He the 4th
tho’ fo Young contini’d ‘the War with
the Penetians, without ever giving'Bar
to'aily Accommodation till in the Year
16725 he had made himfelf Mafter of
Candia, the Metropolis of that Mland ;
after which he concluded a Peace, the
Penetians continuing Poflefs'd of fome
Places in the fame Iland.  Growing wea-
ty of the long Peace with the Empire,
at the Perfwafion of his Prime Minifter,
he made War on th¢ Emperor,. laying
Siege to Pienna in 1683, with a formi-
dable Army of 300000 Fighting Men 5
and after fome Weeks vigorous Attacks
reduc’d it to foch a Condition, that it
muft have fallen into his Hands, had it
not been reliev’d by the powerful Polgb
and German Armies, which rais’d the
Siege, ‘with the Defeat of the Osroman
Forces. = This t‘pfov’d the Ruin of the
Turksywho the following Campaigns loft
Buda and all Hungary, The Souldiery,
and Muphsi imputing all thefe Lofles to
the Unfortunate Aabomer the Fourth,
they Depos’d and Imprifon’d him, and
his two Sons Migffapha and Hamer; g{:
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Gemelli. Mabomer Reign'd 39 Years, . , , ,  long, tho’ he kept at Adrianple for fear
1694+ In this Place they fet u;;. Hamer the of the Fanizaries.
0

LA\ Second, after he had been forty Yearsa  His Succeflor was Muffapha the Second amufiaphe
Hamerthe prifoner, who being unexperienc’d in  now Reigaing. ke A,
i warlike Affairs did not at all recover the '
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The Author’s Voyage on. the Black Sea to Trabezond.

Aving recover'd my Liberty, asI

" faid above, which coft me 46 Pia-
Jtres, laid out in'a Veft of Brocard I
gave the Captain Baffa; 1imbark’d on
Wednefday 7th, aboard a Saick, belong-
ing toa Rais, or Mafter, call’d Agi-Afu-
ftapha, thinking every Hour an Age till
I got out of that to me unfortunate Ci-
ty. I lay aboard that Night, bécaufe
my Landlord underftanding I had been
Prifoner in the Bath, would not enter-’
tain me any longer, looking on me as a
dangerous Man.  Maunday-Thur(day 8th,
we did not Sail, becaufe the Rais had
Bufinefs, and [ went afhore to vifit the
Holy Sepulchres.  Good-Friday oth, 1
Din’d with Monfieur Aferer, bid him
Adieu, and thank’d him for all Favours
receiv’d.  Holy-Saturday 1oth, 'T per-
form’d my Devotions, and took leave of
Friends ; and Sunday 11th, being Eafter-
Day in the Morning, the Saick left the
Port of Conftantinople in fuch hafte, that
I had not time to hear Mafs. Having
run nine Miles to thie Village of Gregni-
Chioy, the Rais put in thete for Water,
and continu’d there all Day, the Wind
coming up contrary.

Monday. 12th, we fet out with little
Wind, which afterwards turning to a
- dead Cilm, the Saick was tow’d by its
Skiff, and at laft was drawn with Ropes
from the Shoar as far s Umuriar, five
Miles diftant. Going up here to the top
of the Hill, to fee the Mouth of the
Black Sea; as I came down, a Twrkifh
Shepherd 4sk’d me, why I went thither,
and under ftanding by Signs, that he faid
1 was viewing the Country; my laft
Sufferings having taught me Experience,
I made hafte aboard the Saick. Tuefday
13th, ‘the Wind coming up fair, we
Sail’'d at break of Day, and two Hours
after entred the Black Sea.  All the way
between the firlt and fecond Cattles, the
Shoars of the Streight are no lefs Popu-
lous and Pleafant than thofe from Con-
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Stantinople to the firft; for on the fide
of Natolia ave the Villages of Caligniay
CGibucliy Erigerli, Beicosy and Cavach ;
and on that of Romelia, Stegni; Guegni=
Chisy, Tarabia, Buynch-ddre, and Sanjar 3
with good Pleafure-Honfes and Gardens
between them, which make the Profpe&
of thent agreeable.

The fecond Caftles are worfe than the
firft, for that en the fide of Europe has
but two lictle Towers on the Plain, and
very weak Curtains; and the other in
Afia near Cavach, is a fquare Tower;
both without Cannoa. On the top of
the Hill, half a Mile diftant, ftood a
Caftle, whofe Out-works reach’d to the
other, but its Walls are all ruin’d.

On both thé oppofite Points of the
Streight there are Light-Honfés, and
fmall Dwellings. Near that.on the
fide of Romelia on a Rock, is the re-
inainder of the Pedeftal of Pompey’s Fil-
ar.

We made but little way on Wednefday
14th, the Wind being contrary, but it
coming up fair on Thurfday 15th, we
coafted along Natolia, and at Night
were oppofite to Ergele, where is a good
Port, a rarity in the Black Sea. The
fame Wind continuing till two Hours in
the Night, thofe drowfy Brutes furl’d
their Sails, and making faft the Helm
laid them down to Sleep, leaving the
Saick to rock upon the Waves.

The fame Wind blew again on Thur/-
day 16th, catrying usabout twelve Miles
an Hour, and at Noon came up with
the other Saick that made the fame Voy-
age with us, and carry’d above 140
Soldiers and Servants of the Bafa of
Trabezond, who was gone before with 25
of his Family in fix fimall Felucca’s, car-
rying with him fix Horfes, befides as
many more aboard the Saick. The Coun-
try that appears along the Sea, is moft
Mountainous, and abounding in Chelft-
nuts, Hazle-nuts, and Apples, to fur-
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. Swurday 7thy the Wind came up
dire@tly contrary, o that we had much
ado to put into Cape Sinope, for frel
Water. Weighing betimes on Swnday
Morning, we pafs’d in fight of the Cicy
Sinope, feated on the Eaftermolt part of
a Point of Land, with a high Mountain
pear it. A thick Fog which held till
Evening, hindred our View of the plea~
fant Coalt. So the Storm that rofe, was
the caufe we made lictle way in the Day,'
but the Wind coming fair in the Even-

ing, we advanc’d confiderably till Mid~ _ ) .
 ing aboard the fecond Saick, 45 was fai

niﬁm- i . J - R AL T R |

Monday 19th, a great Rain fell, after
which the Wind was fo fair, that we
made a great Run the Night tollowing,
The fame Wind and Rain continu’d
Tnefday 20th; which fet us very forward.
The Bafa’s Family was walh'd from
Head to Foot; and I admir’d the Pati-
ence of the Turks, who rather than give
a Zecchine for a Cabbin, are content to
be expos’d to the Weather, like fo ma-
ny Beafts. - In other Refpedts they were
Perfous of good Behavioury who Con-
vers’d with.me Civilly, both during the
Pallige, and my flay at Trabezond ; nor
was [ wanting to thew them more Cour-
tefy, that 1 might make ufe of their

Friendfhips if 1 had need 3 and particu~
larly to recover my Baggage out of the

Hands of the Rais Lefter. |

The {fame Rain and rough Sea con
tinw’d all Night, and Wedne/day 21t till
Noon, carrying us within three Miles
of Trabezond ; but there it fail’d, and in
the Evening was contrary, fo that we
were forced to have the Saick tow’d by
its Skiff,  [-ftill blefs’d the two Crowns
and a half 1 had given for my Cabbin,
for 1 could not have endur’d the Wea-~
ther 5 but he that hir’d it to me, at laft
rais’d ‘a Knavifh Controver{y, asking
more than we had agreed for before the
Interpreter, and Monfieur Aener. Yet
1 fatisfy’d him with a fmall Matter, not-
withftanding he had found out two Tar-
rar falle Witneffes, who depos’d they
ljlar.{ii heard me¢ make the Bargain as he
ald. | ¢
All the Baffa’s Retinae ftay’d aboard
that Night ; but I, who long’d to be out
of the Turkifh Territories, went afhore
immediately, and to the little Eofpitinm
the Fefuiss had fetléd there within three
Years, for theconveniency of their Mil-
fions. ‘There I found E. ¥iller Superior
of the Miffion of Armenia, with three
Cempaunions, and the Dominican all clad

‘5000 Miles, its length 1100, andthe

g s H"‘_".'ber were'

the ﬁw:ﬁa; ‘whofe Circdm®

breadth 200, and where moft 400, is
not fo boifterous as the open Sea, as
fome pretend. I alfo foungemy Equi~

‘page recover’d by the Fathers, and car-
1y'd to their Houfe, which compleated

Joy.o - \
The Fathers told me what they had
foffer’d during their Voyage. Imbarks

betare, they were carry’d to Uzia, §0b
Miles from 7Trabezond, coming whence
in fmall Boats they were in danger of
bcinlg Loft ; and at laft they were taken

for. the, 'I?rﬁzg,,aad_ ut into the

nds of the Mafter of the Boat, for:

him to give an Account of them to the
Receiver at Trabezond, to decide whe-
ther the French ought to pay or not;
and  this becanle they fallly alledg’d,
That their King had broke the Peace
with the Grand Signior 5 but the Cadi
declar’d they were pot oblig’d to Pay.
That Night, out of excefs of Joy we
Drank, together Merrily, congratula-
ting, our: Safety, and forgetting pa

Sufferings. '

. Trabezond, b the‘f#*bcﬂu’a?‘am- Trabezond
fe tg in the atitide of 42 Ci:g?m

baffan, is fea
Degrees, on the utmoft Bank of the
Black Sea, and at the foot of a Moun-
tain, that looks towards the North. Irs
whole Circumference is but a Mile, but
its large_Suburbs make up room for
20000 Inhabitants: It is an Archiepif-
copal See, and Metropolis of Cappadocia
a Province between the leller Afia, and
greater Armenia. When the Empire of
Conftantinople was deftroy’d, the Greeks
chofe this Place for the Seat of their
Empire, but it was not lafting ; for the
Family of Lafcars having Reign’d there
200 Years, that is from 1261. till 1460,
at length in the Reign of David, it was
taken and deftroy’d by AMahemer the Se-
cond, Emperor of the Turks. At pre-
fent they call it the head of the Pro-
vince Genich, or Fenich. It was rendred
the more famous by the Martyrdom of
forty faithful Soldiers, who were put to
Death in a frozen Lake by the Com-
mand of Licimiusy as alfo for the Birth
of George Trapezuntius, a moft Learned
Man, who Dy’d in the Year 1486, at
ninety Years of Ages and of Beffarion,
who for his Excellent Wit and Learn-
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AN ing was by Pope Eugene the Fourth

Genaelli.

made Cardinal, and Patriarch of Con-.

1694.  frantinople.

(VaTa s

Citadels.

Provifi-

Cuftom-
Houfe.

Trabezond has not oily fuffer’d many
Calamities in paft Ages, but even in
this prefent; for in 1617, the Ruffians
crofling over the Black Sea; Plunder’d
and Burnt it; as they did Sizepe and
Caffa Cities feated upon the fame Sea.
So many Difalters may fufficiently per-
fwade that nothing of its antient Splen-
dor remains ; it being now more like a
Village thad an Imperial City ; fo that
it looks like a Wood inhabited, every
Houfe haviig a large Garden, with O-
live and other Fruit-Trees, befides fome
Fields intermixt. ] |

Thurfday 22d, T obferv’d that the City
has two fmall Citadels; one ona Moun-
tain commanded by a Chians; the other
on the Plain, being fometimes the place
of Abode of the Baffe or Beglerbeg, who
Governs the City without any Sangiack
under him. - They have both weak Gar-
rifons, and little Cannon ; and if the
Townf-men upon occafion do not take
up Arnis, they can make but a {mall
Defence. '

Friday 2.3d, 1 took notice the Suburbs
were for the molt part inhabited by
Armenians and Greeks, with their Bi-
fhops, for the Exercife of their Reli-
gion. Provifions are dear, to what they
are in other Parts of the Twrkifh Domi-
nions, and not good neither, efpecially
the Bread ; the Neighbouring Villages
fornifhing Wheat, both the Hills and
Plain about the City being Barren ; and
the high Mountains cover’d with Snow
caufe more Cold than Plenty. Flefh is
to be found in the Market only fome
few Months in the Year; and Fifh is ne-
ver to be feen, becaufe the City has no
Port, but an open Shoar, expos’d to the
inconftancy of the Sea, which renders
the litcle Fifthing there is very Difficult.
Of all the Land produces, only the Oil
is good ; and the Wine indifferent ;
other forts of Fruit for Pleafure are fent
in from the Villages further off. They
keep their Oil and Wine in Earthen

Velfels, and rack off the Liquor from

one¢ to another with Cranes made of
Canes. . _

The Cuftom-Hounfe of Trabezond is
not fevere, for they never fearch’d my
Equipage, nor the Fathers, o that any
thing may be carry’d inco the City. But
miftrufting left the Officers on the way
might give me fome Trouble, I went
of myown accord, without being call’d,
on Satrddy 24th, to the Cuftomer, for

a Tafcare; or Billet. He would know
what 1 paid at Comffantinople, and take
my Word for ity and I telling him
that all I had being but a. few Trifes,
I tpzud four Piafires; he took the fame
of me, befides a Profpediive-Glafs [
prefented him wich.

The Baffa’s Family was maintain’d fe-
veral Days at the Expence of the poor
Greeks and Armenians, who are to make
a_good Contribution when the Bafis
himfelf Arrives ; nor does this Exempt
them from the Pole-Tax ; and it isia
difmal Thing to hear their Complaints,
the}r being to Earn all that Mony by
their Labour and Induftry. The worft
of it was, that Provifions were then at
the Deareft, it being the Month of Ra-
maden, or the Turkifh Faft, when they
make amends for the Abftinence of the
Day by their Gormandizing at Nighr,
{pending moft of it in Eating of thé
Beft.

Sunday 25th, after hearing Mafs, I
went to fee the low Citadel. It is feat-
ed on a Rock, with a double Wall, and
deep Ditch, and by its Building it ap-
pears to be antienter than the other.

My Rais Leffer, refufing to give me
the Tafcare of Conftantinople, and I on
that Account demurring to pay the
Freight for my Goods, we went on
Monday 26th, before the Cadi to decide
the Controverf{y ; and it was given for
him, becaufe he brought the Cadi in his
Saick. _ :

Whilft we Diverted our felves with
the Fefuirs, we provided to fet out for
Arzerwm with the firft Caravan. 1In or-
der to it we hir’d Horfes for a Zecchine
a-piece (which in Chriffendom would
pethaps have coft ten Crowns) for ele-
ven Days Journy; laying half a Load,
befides the Rider on each, after the Cu-
ftom of the Eaft, and {o the Fathers
and 1 did. Travelling is very Cheap in
the Turkifh Dominions, Provifions'being
at reafonable Rates on the Road ; but
on the other hand there is the inconve-
niency of Lodging in the Caravanferas,
where nothing is to be had, every Thing
being to be Bought elfewhere, and
Drefs’d there. The Turks carry all forts
of Utentfils for the Kitchia of Brafs, and
very Neat.

Our Company was made up of F. Zil-
lot, a Lorrainer, Superior of Arzerum,
Re-eftablifh’d in his Miflion, by exprefs
Command of the Grand Sigmior, two
Years after he had been Expell'd by the
Baffa, (like thofe of Trabezond, at the
Inftigation of the Schifmatick Greeks and

Arme=
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paban, on the fame Account ; and of E

bizond 1o exercife the fame function,

_ CHA
The Author’s Fourney to
Uefday 27, 1 fet out after Dinner,
with the aforefaid Fathers, anda
good Caravar. After four Hours of
Mountain and Dirty way, we lodg'd at
the high Caravanfera of Oreglan, where
we lay in the open Air, with the Noife
of the great River ;’:E}fe by, and of
Wild Dogs that run about the Moun-
tains in Troops. il
 Wenfday 28¢h, At break of Day we
proceeded on our Jouraey leafurly over .
dreadful Mountains, and having T ra-
vell’d 24 Milesin nine Hdurs, ftay’d at.
the Caravanfera of Cwlcan, fo conveni-
ent that the Sky covers very manz. This
was not the moft beaten Road, but us'd
in Winter ; becaufe that of Agagi-bafei,
which is fhorter by two Days Jonrney, is.
impradicable by reafon of the Snow ;
for which reafon, when we came from:
Trabexond we lefc it, pafing over the
Bridge on the left, where the Coftom..
houfe Officers ufe to be. s
Thur[day 20th, We went on over
bigh and uncouch Mountains cover’d with
Snow, and thick of Fir-trees; ' and
mounted fo high that at the latter end
of the Day, we found our felves almoft
in the 2d Region of the Air, on the
top of Mount Zigana. There the Wind
nfes to be fo violent, that two Years

. before this time Calolscos pafling the

fame way to his Government of Trabe-
zond, in February, loft about ten of his
Retinue, ftifi’d with the Wind and
Snow. . £ ¥iller to confirm this, told me
that he pafling over there § Years be-
fore with F. Vanderman, a Flemming, this
Talt loft the ufe of his Tongue through
the exceflive cold, ftaying behind in the
Snow, without beiig able to follow the
Caravan ; but that he recover’d with
chewing Cloves, and therefore ever
fince the Mifioners call that the Moun-
tain of Cloves. F Dalmafius being out
of Patience on the top of this Hill, be-
ing quite fpent with labour of climb-
ing afoot, broke out into thefe Words.
Come hither Gentlemen of the Propaganda,
and [ec whar 4 condition we are in here.

tob

Atzerum, or Erzerum,
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Anda - faw {teps further. Come along.
you who do not give a Penny;, whereas we'
come wpon the Alms of France; and lam
fatisfy’'d yow'll give all you are worth 1o be
ar bome again. As he repeated thef
words, 1 {mil'd, and the more to tempe

him, faid, Do you think that coming tothe
Miffion i”'r.f”‘, Levanty is like raking &

walk inthe Tuilleries a¢ Paris, or az Mon~
ficurs Pallace? To fave my felf the pains.
I would not alight, but, went vp a
Horfe-back, in danger of breaking my
Neck down thofe dreadful Rocks. We
defcended 4 Miles of craggy way to the

Caravanfera, which takes Name from,
that Mountain; after Travelling 24
Miles in 11 Hours, Friday 3oth, we

went down a more eafy way, but very .
long becaufe of its winding about the

Mountain which abounds ia Fir, Beech,
and Nut-trees, Then we pais'd over
the 3d f%t:ﬂc ‘Bridge near a4 Mountain,
at the foot whercof we entred into a,
way under ‘Ground, to come to a Cara-
vanfera at the other fide. After riding 22
Miles in 10 Hours we lay at Night in the:
Caravanferaof the Village of Giumis- Xane,
that is, Silver Houfe, becaufe of the ru-
ins of this Metal there are in that
Nz%hbourhood, where the Country
produces Evhnty of Apples, Hazle-nuts,
and bad Wine. Here we had but an
ill Niight of it.
Saturday. i
Hours riding, we pafs’d by a Gold Mine,
where they did not work becaufe it was
fpoil’d b‘y the inundation of the River,
and at a fmall diftance thence by one of
Silver. ‘The Nativestold me there were
many more of Lead, and Copper, which
is therefore very cheap among the Turks
who have all forts of Utenfils of it Tinn’
both within and without. Thence we
pafs’d by Cuvans, and after Travelling
20 Miles in 10 Hours, Night coniingon
lay at Balaxer in the Houfe of pur Ca-
tergi or Muletier. This Village is
featedin an excellent and fruitful Plain.
I cannot decide whether the Houfes are
Caves or Stables ; for they aredug out gf
the

be ficft of Aay, after fix Minces.



Chap- T

T OFTUREY.

109

AN the Earth, which - ferves as a Wall,
Gemelli, with great Beams lay’d acrofs above, to

1604

fupport the Roof which is of Earth alfo,

VNV and even with the Roads they ride on.

“tolet in che.Ltll%gt,-

Stran
Ovmf.c

Zealof the
Armenians

;
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They leave 4 large gap in' the middle
not regarding that
all they do within, cdn be feen chrough
it. Men and Beafts lodge together in
them ; fo that I was forcd to fpend
that Night in fuch good Company. I
was much pleas’d in this Country at their
Ovens to bake Bread and for other ufes.
They make a Trench three Spans dee
in the Ground, Plaifter’d with plain Mud,
with-a finall hole for the Flame. Mak-
ing a Wood fire in it, they faften an
Tron acrofs the Mouth, and to that ano-
ther that is moveable; fo fhap’d that 5
Pots may ftand and boil on it. This
turns round for the conveniency of the
Perfon that dreff®s the Meat. The Pots
being taken away from the top, and the
Fire from the bottom, and the Oven
cleans'd from Afhes, they put in the

Dough unleaven’d after the Fathion of fi

the Eaft, and thus the Bread or Cake is
foon bak’d, which the Mabometans like
extremely. This done it ferves to
fpread the Table on and keep the Com-~
pany warm, without any other Fire.

And fhutting the hole they make ufe of

it tokeep the Meat warm, in cafe Stran-
gers fhould come in. iy
The Village being for the moft part
inhabitated by Armenians , they all
flock’d in Crouds to our Stable, tobein-
ftryQed in the Divine Myfteries byF. #ii-
lot.. He ha:(i& _llearn’_dhme. .dmi;m'qn {i.an_-
guage perfedly to this purpofe ; and in-
'vcnl;tﬂ?g:mc‘ like thatof the Goof®, to
make them the better remember thofe

things. 'éhnihg'i; a game of Devotion,
_bmulze-
on it..

the faid Myfferies were Printed

T was not a lictlé edify’d to fee whit
‘Pains thofe good People took to get room

“inoar Stable,calling one another to hear
‘the Word of God, which lafted till

Night. The Harvelt in Afis is preat,

“and the Labourers but few. ~ Did a Mif-
. fioner ftay in this Place but a few Wecks
i kéwoudl_;i c:lfgéw all the People out of the

refy; fo eafily are they
wn their Error.  The Fe-
 apply themfelves very zealoufly to
s good work in many parts of the
nd Perfian Dominions; fuffer-
he Affronts and Outrages of the a-
etans with Heroick Patience, having

times Ee_rﬁ:cu_tqd and ex-
pe: y « They are maintain’d
ouof Revenues fevapart for this purpofe

R AR e

At Night camé a Ghisits, who whs
haftiing the March of the Afin Troops §
becaufe they advanc’d flowly, to be at
Belgrade at the end, rather than of the
beginning of the Campaign: - Fhis puc
Us to'a great deal of Trouble, for ac
Midaight he took two of our Horfes for
his own Ule ;5 and in the Morning we
wereat a lofs, the Caravan being ready
to fet out, and no other Horfts to be
had in'che Village. Therefore that we
might not be left a prey to Robbers or
Janizaries we made the half Joads whole
ones ; and 1o a Horfe remain’d quite
light to ride by turns all day, and this
made amends for the joy of the forego-
1ng Night being Sumday the 2d, when
we fupp’d merrily and "had a pleafant
timeof ity in remembrance of the pera
fecution fuffer’d by the Fefuits ‘at Arzes
ram and Trabezond on chat day tweYears,
as was faid before,

However encouraging one . another,

we fet out like Pilgrims on Munday 3d,
ollowing the Caravan through a plain,
and well cultivated Country. The Fom
Juirs would not make ufe of the Horfe,
but like the Apoftles travell’d ai] the
day afoot, F. Dalmafius ftill calling upon
the Gentlemen de Propaganda to come
and) fee, him walk. The Dominican
Father and I rode by turns, and the

 Country being full of Pigeons, and Mal«

lards, 1 Thot many flying botk: a Foot and
a_Horfe-back, to the great admiration
of the Turks, who cou%d not hic one;
which made F. Pillot fay 1 was one of the
Ring of Frazce’s Huntlmen, fentto ferve
the King of Perfia in that employment.
After travelling 12 Mile in fix Hours,
we pafs'd through the Suburb, into the
City Beibure, where they pay a quarter

_of a Ducat Toll for every Horfe.

_ This City is feated on a Rock,
wall’d, and furnifh’d wich but a few
pieces of Cannodl. Good woollen Car
Eets made there are fold cheap.  Its Su-
burb is part in the Valley and part, on
‘the fide of the Mountain. We went ix
Miles furcher along the River, near
which we Encamp’d at the Place calP’d
Meaciur, where we recover’d our Hors
fes, the Chiaus having left them, A great
Rdin at Night wet usall.

. Tuefday 4th, we advanced buc 1o
Milesn 4 Hours, fetting up in the Vil
lage of Avirac, feated ona Mountain,be-
caufe the next days Journey was long.
We lay in the Houfe or rather Stable,
of an Armenianbuilt after the fame man
ner as was faid before. -Here they wers
thenfowing of Wheat,becaufe theSoil be-

ing
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N~ ing froitful, it grows in a very fhort
Gemelli. time, and yields a plentiful Harveft,

1604. Provifions are generally Cheap there;
LYV fix Eggs being fold for a Penny, and a

Hen for fifceen Perce. ;

Wedne[day sth, we climb'd up moft
dreadful high Mountains cover’d with
Snow, on the laft whereof we faw a
good Quarry of white Marble. The
Turks of the Caravan being afraid of
Robbers would come one after another
to bid me ftand upon my Guard ; rely-
ing much on me becaufe I had a Gun
and Piftols, and they thought me a good
Markfman ; whereas they had but few
Fire-Arms, and fome wanted Powder,
fome Flint, and fome Ball. Others came
to me to fix their Guns, and give them
Ammunition, for fear of the Danger
that threatned. From the vaft height
of the third Mountain we again defcen-
ded intoa deep Valley, the Horfes with
their Loads every where flipping on the
Snow, and took our Relt ina Stable in
the Village of Carvor, having Travell’d
24 Miles in eleven Hours.

Thur[day 6th, being to Ford over the

River Euphrates,then fweln with Water,
we thought better to go three Leagues
about, than expofe our felves to fuch
Danger. Therefore parting from the
Caravan, with a few more that follow’d
us, we went away to paf over a Stone-
Bridge, near which the River Gerzime,
carrying not much lefs Water falls into
the Enuphrates, or Carafce, which is there
lefs than the udtwrnus of Capua, in the
Kingdom of Naples. 'We Travell’d a-
long on the left of it eight Miles on the
Plain of Erzerum, our Days Journy be-
ing ten Hours to the Village of Tewri/
chuil. There were Perfons appointed
in all thofe Villages by the Tax-gatherer
to receive the Head-Mony of all Tra-
vellers, but we as Franks defended our
felves by Virtue of the Grand Signior’s
Firman, or Order,

That Night, being near our Journy’s
end, with the confent of the Carergi,
or Muletier, to whom I promis’d a Re-
ward, Iclap’d fome fiall Things that
were to pay Cuftom,into a Bag of Straw,
which in thofe Countries they lay under
the Loads inftead of Pannels. :

CHAP IV.
The Author’s Arrival at Erzerom, and the Defeription of that City.

Riday in the Morning, Travelling
over a Beautiful, and well cultiva-
ted Plain, fcatter’d with feveral Villa-
ges, and eacompaf¥’d with Mountains
cover'd with Snow, at the end of twelve
Miles we arrivd at Erzersm. As foon
as we entred the Suburbs, we paid fif-
teen Grains of Naples, that is about
three Pence half Penny for each Horfe.
Then we went to the Cuftom-Houfe,
but the Cuftomer being at Noon-Day
Prayers, when he came, we defir’d him
to Seal the Trunks, that he might come
home fome time after to Scarch them.
He very civilly comply’d, fending foon
after one to Search them, who found
nothing liable to Pay ; fo that I found
not that Severity Monlieur Tavernier
mentions of Sealing the Trunks and
Bails a Day before they come to Erze-
rum, by People appointed by the Cu-
ftomer, that Things liable to Pay may
not be taken out to Defraud the Cuftom-
Houfe.
I took a ftately Room in the Caravan-
fera, near the Cuftom-Houfe, that I
might often enjoy the Company of Mr.

06

Prefcet, an Englifh Merchant, who a&ted
as Conful, and liv’d oppofite to me.
He coming to bid me Welcome, carry’d
me Home, and Entertain’d me well at
Dinner and Supper, being forry he could
not Treat me, as he would have done
in Cb:;(fmdom,_ becaufe the Country does
not afford thofé Dainties that are to be
had in Jraly, and other Parts; but he
tormented me with often Drinking to
me, requiring I fhould do tlie fame,
which 1 could not. He inform’d me to
my Sorrow, that the Day before my
Arrival, a great Caravan was gone for
Tauris, which had been an excellent Op-
portunity for me.

Erzerum, or Adirbegian, by fome is
plac’d in the leffer Aimenia, and by o-
thers made the Metropolis of the greater,
where they think it likely the firt Man
was Created, and placed by God in the
moft delightful Garden of Paradice.
The Country is noble for having been
firft cultivated by Adam, when Expell’d

aradice; and becaufe Noah, after the
Flood came there out of the Ark, and
offer’d Sacrifice to God. A Country,
that

Erzerum

C it‘y.

Afie Nov.
defe. Tibus.
f@o |

Gen. 8.

L,
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ing to Seripture and Fathers, being in Zucer.
Paradice, I'was within fix Hours of Pa« Auth. Afiz
radice.  But others are of Opinion that defesfib 4o
its troe Source is in Georgia, and thar "7
the frequent Earthquakes have cover'd
it e

A~ that on the top of its Mountains long
Gemelli, kept the remains of the Ark, according
1604. toantieat Traditions, and upon the cre--
e~~~ dit of antient Patriarchs. Prophane Au-
Fofeph i~ thors will have it that Theffalss took the
s. antifs Name of the Armenian Hero. : .
- The Government of Erzerim is very

FErzerum is feated on a long Plain, un-
der high Mountains, at the end of the
Plain 30 Miles long, and 1o in breadth.
Its Walls are two b%lcs 5 in compafs, .and
are double; bue not filP’d with Earth,
or Ramparts., About It is an indiffe-
rent Ditch, and feveral Towers at con-
venient Diftances, with finall Pieces of
Cannon, fich as they call Falconets, fo
that on the out-fide it looks much like
Conftansinople. At the Eaft-end is a Ca-
ftie and a Fort, for the Aga of the Fa-
nizaries, both of them commanded by a
Hill, and a Tower on it; whence the
Enenty may be difcover'd at a great Di-
ftance. Near this Caftle is the Arme-
mian Cathedral, much decay’d, except-
ing two Towers bailt of Brick. There
are three Iron Gates to the City ; at that
call’d of Tauris, there lic on the Ground
twenty good Pieces of Cannon ; the reft
bein {)roke up to be carry’d to Conffan-
tinople. ~ The Houfes, as alfo thofe in
the Suburbs, for the moft part inhabited

Aymuenians are low, and made of
ood and Mud; the Streets narrow,
and unpav’d; and the Bazai’s mean j
but it is fo Populous, that there are in
the Suburbs only 22 Caravanferas for the
Caravans of Perfia. The Air is very
Cold, by reafon of the Snow lying con-
tinvally on the Neighbouring Moun-
tains 5 but it is not o bad for the Eyes
as Tavernier pretends ; but this makes
the Froit ripen very late, for which rea-
fon it is firlt brought out of Georgia,
and were it not fupply’d from the Vil-
lages about; it wou d be fcarce. Yet
Provifions are very Cheap, for a Penny-
worth of Bread will ferve a Man a Day,
and he may buy alptoft thirty Pounds
of Bisket for a Carline, or Six-pence;
- five Eggs for a Foritefe, or Penny, and
a Hen for five, and fo other Things
proportionably. All this Plenty pro-
eeds from :ge froitfulnefs of Iig,e a‘C‘;‘e-
- faid Plain. But, as [ was told, Corn
does not ripen in figry Days, and Barly
in forty, (according to Tavermier's Ac-
“for whilft T was there, they

. wﬂt'%g&mllfsowﬁig to Reap in Sep-

% *“The River Ewphrates has its Springs
R o Woadli call

d Aphrar, or Mingol,

{ix Hours Journy from Erzerum 5 where-

fore the Springs of this River, accord-

Beneficial; and muoch Efteem’d amoug
the Twrks, The Women ia the City
are clad in Cloth, and wear Boots, and
a Black Thing before their Forehead to
hide their Face ; ou their Head chey have
a long piece of Stoff hanging dowa to
their Koees.

Saturday 8th, Monlicur Lacroniere, of
the Province of Biois, came wich the
Caravar from Perfia, - and the next Day
turn’d Mabowietan, dcl'pairiug13 of ever
obtaining his Pardon for two Duels he
Fought, killing two Men in France. He
gave out he was fent into thof¢ Parts by,
the King, as a Spy vpon the Tirks, and
that all the Franks, who go into the Le-
vant, ave Spies fent by the King to ftir
up the Perfians to recover Bagdat and
Erzerum 3 and others into Mufcovy, 10
perfwade that Prince to {eize the Towns
on the Black Sc¢a; and thac therefore
they carry their Credeatials few’d up in
their Shooes. Tho’ the French look up-
on him as a'Mad-man, yet thofe Bar-
barians feem to Credit him, to have the
oppertunity of doing the Franks harm;
and this made me live in fome Fear.

day oth, I heard Mafs at the Fe-
fuwts Church!' Having left my Gun at
the City Gate, according to Cuftom, I
fent AMonday 10th, the nfial Duty to
the Turk at the Gate to have it return’d,
but Mr. Prefeor’s Man going in his Ma-~
fter’s Name, he reftor’d it without ta-
king any thing. But on Tuefday vith,
as I 'was going to Mr, Prefea’s, 1 faw
the Tk that had reftor'd the Gun ma-
king Signs to me to ftop. I went on
neverthelefs, for dot underftanding him
I thought it in vain to ftay: The Tark
enrag’d that I flighted him, ran after
me with his Knife drawn, and had hurt
me, but that Mr. Prefeer laid hold of
him about the middle. [ had not fear’d
him in another Place, but in Twrky the
Laws are too fevere againft a Frank thag
Oppofes a Turk, and therefore ta be rid
ofp himy 1 gave what he demanded.

Wednefday 12th,| 1 Din'd with F. Fils

" lot, -and we rejoyced at our fafe Arrival,
but ‘my- Satisfaltion. was. difturb’d on The An-
Ifm;{odny 13th, three Perfons coming to thor and
me fromi the Muffellin, ot Baffs’s Lieu~ Fathers
tenant, to Command ‘me to depart the orderd

Gity within three Days; which Order
: Q was

b b A R b e
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was alfo fenc to the Fefuirs and Domini-

« can, they belicving we were all five

Papa’s, or Religious Men. We guefs'd
this was not only brought about by the
French Renegado, but by the Schifmatick
Armenians, 10 obftrut the Fathers fet-
ling in Erzerum, and the fpreading of
the Word of God. They had two Years
before prefented the Baffa with 2000
Piaftres, to fend them away together
with F. Philip Grimaldi, who was going
to China; which was done with fome
Tumult rais’d by the Armenians, 2500
Perfons going in a Seditious manner to
the Baffa’s Houfe, and about 400 to the
Monaltery, where the Fathers had been
in danger of their Lives, had they not
been well barr’d.  To put a ftop to this
Mifchief, Brother Manfredi, who play’d
the Phylician to reconcile the People to
the Society, was feat to the Muffelin,
to fhew him the Grand Signior’s Firman,
or Order for re-fetling the Fathers ac
Erzerum 3 but he without fo much as
feeing it, order’d we thould return that
fame Day towards Trabizond. The great
diftance from Court made him not value
the Eirman, and he faid the Papa’s had
reprefented Things as they thonghe fit
to the Sultan; and therefore he would
acquaint him how Averfe the whole Ci-
ty was to their Re-eftablithment. The
Brother went thence to the Cadi to ob-
tain at lealt fome longer time, and was
civilly anfwer’d they might go with the
ficlt Caravan, that they might not be
expos’d to be Robb’d and Murder’d by
Thieves. The AMuffellin hearing of it,
fent for Manfredi, and railing at him
for having been the occafion of the Fa-
thers Return firft; and then of their
Stay, committed him to Prifon ; but ba+
ing told that the Cadi had confented to
the Delay, he releas’d him within two
Hours ; threatning to make him ftay in
the City, and after formal Procefs to
caufe him to be Baftonado’d till the Nails
of his Toes flew off.

That fame Day the Aduffellin would
be inform'd what I was by Mr. Prefcor,
who giving him an Account of my T'ra-
vels, told him, I was no Religious Man,
nor of the Society, but a Lay-Man that
Travell'd out of meer Curiofity. = As
he was retorning home, the Dominican
Father came to defire him, that he would
acquaint the Muffellin, that he was not
of 'the Society, but a Dominican, fent
into Perfia by his General, and that his
Order not being comprehended in the
Petition of the Armenians, he would get
him leave to proceed on his Journy.

But the Conful’s Words were of no force
wich that Barbarian, whom nothing but
Mony could Mollify. F. Fillot was very
angry that the Dominican fhould have
made that ufe of Prefcer, and therefore
came in a Paflion at Night to tell me,
every one might fhift for himfelf, be-
caufe he and his Companions had the
Firman to go into Perfia. 1 bid him mind
his own Bufine(s, for I did not miftruft
God’s Providence, and was ready to fuf-
fer thofe Crofles, and therefore without
being at all difmay’d, [ refolv’d if 1 could
not go direétly from Erzerum, to return
to Trabezond, and thence pafs through
Georgia into Perfia.

Going on Friday 14th, to hear Mafs
at the Fefuirs, 1 faw Brother Manfredi
50 to the Muffellin, and return witha
avourable Anfwer, which when F. 7il-
lor had heard, he faid to me, Monficur
Gemelli, the Matter is adjufted for 25
Ducats;, two Zecchines will be your fhare
to go into Perfia. 1 mighc have an-
fwer’d, that fince the foregoing Night
they would not admit me into their
Number, ‘I had taken other Meafures;
and that he did me that Favour to fave
Charges, becaufe the Muffelin would
have as much for three as for five ; but
that he might fee I was not led away by
Intereft, I faid I would pay my Quota;
which the Dominican was very uawilling
to do,

After Dinner the Nazar, or Prote-
¢or of Strangers, who had been ac-
quainted with the Bufinefs by his Bro-
ther the Muffeliin, fent for AManfredi,
and made a great Noife becaufe we were
not gone. The other anfwer’d we had
leave to go for Perfia. No, faid the Na-
zar, you fhall go for Trabezond, with
the Caravan that is now ready. Man-

fredi underftanding his Defign was to
have fhare of our Mony, he told him he
would bring him an Anfwer the next
Day. Buot it pl God, that News
being brought, both the Brothers on S«-
turday 1s5th, that the Baffz bad fent o-
thers to take their Places, they being
takennp, refufing to refign to the others,
never thought of us.

In the Evening, the ellin fent for
fome Fathers that could {peak the Tur-
kifh Language, to Expound fome Maps
given him by the Renegado Lairomere,
who could not do it : F. Fille went,
who, having given him Satisfa&ion con-
cerning part of Afia, tho’ the Turk was
not much the wifer, was ask’d, where
he had learnt the Zurkifh Language ; and
he anfwering that in a Year he refided

at

(0D

They ob-
tain leave
to go to
Perfia.

Gr.
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~AA at Conftantinople. The Muffelin veply’d
/ Gemelli.  he could not learn to fpeak fo well in a
1694. Year. It falling then opportuncly. to
LA\ talk of our Affair, the Father added,

B

I livid fome time in this City, and was
here when the Fathers were expell’d ;
which I am given to underftand you
defign to do again, notwithftanding the
Grand Signior’s Order. The Muffellin ve-

- ply’d, Why do you not go upon the

Miffion into Germany ¢ Becaufe the Ger-
mans faid the Father, are our Kings Ene-
mies, and would kill us; and therefore
we come into this Country who are our
Friends. Then they went together to
the Cadi’s (a Man whofe Wifdom had
raifed him to the greateft employsof the
Empire in the Reignof Sultan Mahomet)
and having fhewn him feveral Coun-
tries of Afis, he ask’d whether the Fa-
ther durft undertake to make fuch a
Map in the Turkifh Tongue, and how
long he wonld be about it. Being told
he could do itina Week, they feat him
home, bidding him ftay and do it.

B Wil heing to ftay, 8 Zecchines
were fent by Brother Manfredi, onSun-
day 16th to the Muffelin 5 after which
the Chiaga fent to enquire about the reft

and haften our departure, fignifying that
F. Villoe muft go when the Map was
made. The Niazar feac for Brother
Manfredi again on Manday 17th, to let
him know he would be prefented as well
as his Brother ; both of them had good
Words, and were put in hopes of thac
which was neWer to come to pafs. The
fame day two Servants of the Nazars
came to the Caravanfera in his Name to
ask a Veft of me. Being fenfible this was
an invention of their own, that they

might not go away diflitisfied, and con-

trive to do me fome mifchier, I promis’d

Mr. Prefcor fhould give them a Piaftre af-

ter 1 was gone, that cthey might  not

fend others on the fame errand.  Seeing

my felf expos’d to be cheated and robb’d

on all fides, [ refolv’d to be gone with-

out a Caravan, hazarding all dangers

whatfoever; both the Fathers and I

thinking it better to go on, venturing

to be robb’d by Thieves, yet with the

Liberty of defending our felves, thanto

ftay in the Cicy,like Sheep among Wolves

without being allow’d to fpeak for our

felves. Having therefore hir’d Horfes

for 4 Piaftres a picce, we prepar’d to

leave Erzernm privately.

L

CHAPL W
- The Aﬂtbork SJourney to Kats, and the Danger he was in of being rob'd.

PP YWefdap 18th, the Fathers Dalma-
tins, atid Martin, French Fefuits

‘theis Jour- £+ Dominick of Bologna 8 Dominican, and

w‘

. tier, W

1, took our Flight out of the City after

‘Midnight, like the Jfraelires perfecuted
by Pharach. Near break of Day the
Cuftom-houfe Officers came out of a
Tent td ftop us fix Miles from the Ci-
ty ; but fhewin r.heh;n the Cuftomers
-di{éhargc and § iﬁﬁt iem a Rup, which
is a quarter of a Neapolitan Ducat, they
Tet us "gﬂfsj; notwithitanding my Mule~
0 Was a G’:’arfian, falling out
with an Armenian belonging to thofe
Officers, had buffeted him very well.
“Three Miles from thence my Horfe ftart-
ing threw me 5 and with the fall broke the
stock of my Gun, which I could put
but into an indifferent pofture to ferve
‘me by the way. All the Country we
travell’d over that Day was plain, and

much refembling the plain Apulis in the

‘Ringdom of Naples.  They were actu-
: um";c'iiylgad not Plow’d.

Having crof’d a great River about the
Evening, we went to take up our quar-
ters at the Village of Axa, our Carergi’s

lace of Birth,in whofe Houfe we lodg’d ;

aving in 8 houts travell’d 20 Miles, out
of the common way of the Caravam,
which always palles through the little
but beautifal Caftle of Faffan-kale,feat-
ed on a Hill, and 4 Miles diffane from
the aforefaid Village, where a Rup of
quarter of a Ducac is paid for every
Horfe. We were lodg’d in the Maule-
tiers Houfe, and had an excellent Supper,
becaufe tie place is plentifol of Provi-
fions; four Pigeons being fold for five
Tornefes, or five Pencce.

Wednefday 19th; a Fanizary crofling
the Road would make us return to the
Fort to pay a certain duty, and with
much difficulty we perfuaded him to re-
ceive it, without giving us the trouble
of going back to the Fort. Twelve
Miles farther we had a worfe re-encoun~
ter, through the faule of the Muletiers,

0z who

Moare exs
altions.
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who would take a Road not us’d by the
Caravans. The Officersof the Cuftom-
houfe of Tolifei, and of the Bridge of
Scio-ban-nupriy fecing we did not take
the way of the Bridge, came up and
commanded us to go with them, as far
as the Village. Being willing to buy off
this Trouble, they ask’d us § Piaffres,
but feeing we fcoff’d at ther Impertinent
demand, they began to fly for fear of
being beaten. We on the other Hand
fearing fomething worfe might befall us,
thought it better to overtakethem and
Compound for two Piaftres.

The fruicfulnefs of the Soil, makes
Provifions there worth little or nothing;
and the more becaufe the Natives live
upon fourMilk, Cakes inftead of Bread,
and Water, Having travell’d 28 Miles
in ten Hours, we came to the Village of
Korafon, where another of our Carergis
was Born, on the left of the River A-
raxes, which runs from the Foot of
Mount Mingoel into the Calpian Sea. The
Houfes of this Villaggare under Ground
like thofe of Balaxor.

Thur[day 20th, being Afcenfion day,
we ftaid inthat Village to pleafe the Ca-
tergi. One fent by the Cuftomer, came
home to view my Trunks, and fee the
Tafcare of the Cuftom-houfe of Erzerum.
He took nothing ; but a Nazar that
came with him, feeing we had no Pafs
came again at Night, and would have a
Piaftre by way of compolfition, which
the Cuftomer did not approve of. It is
moft certain the poor Franks every where
fuffer through the avarice of the Turks,
but in fome places a fmall matter con-
tents them. The Women of this Vil-
lage cover their Faces, almoft after the
manner of Egypr, with lictle Plates of
Silver, worth about a Carline of Naples,
which niove prettily with their Heads;
and they wear two rows of Buttons on
both fides their Vefts, with other little
Silver Plates.

Fryday21{t, we travell’d eight Miles
of Mountain way, and halted on the
Bank of a River, where our Carergis
would wafh themfelves, that place a-
bounding in Mineral Waters. Going
thence we met with three Fanizaries,
who pretending they belong’d to the

Poll-tax-gatherer, would have us pay

that Duty. We refofing to pay it on
account of our Firman, they would make
us turn back ; and therefore tho’” we were
ftronger, we were forc’d to give a Pi-
aftre to be rid of them. All about
thefe Plains there were curious wild
Tulips, which would be much valu’d in

1o

Europe. We lay that Night at Aifing-
kirt, a Village in a Valley at the foot of
a Rock, on which is an antient and al-
moft ruin’d Caftle. Here tho’ there
were many Chriftians, yet we lay in the
open Field. The Natives to get fome-
thing gave us to underftand that but a
few days before the Rogues on the
Mountain had robb’d fome Travellers,
The Fathers and one Coggia Abram born
at Erzermm, being put mto a fright ac
this news, would needs take four Men
along to convoy us. I was fatisfy’d they
were Spies, and worfe than Thieves, and
that they had no good Arms, yet that
they might not think I kept off out of
covetoufnefs, I condefcended to pay my
fhare of five Rups, we gave them, which

,is a Ducat and a quarter.

For the more fecurity, we travell'd by
Night, through Woods of Pine-trees,
and over fteep Mountains the nefts of
Robbers ; two of whom meeting us had
not the Courage to make any attempt.
I loft the fcourer of my Gun in lighting
to walk part of the way, and be ready
upon any occafion.

Saturday 22d, about break of Day,
we found our Guards fuch as I had ima-
gin’d them ; for two of them had Match-
locks withont covers to the Pans or
Match, another had neither Powder nor
Ball; and the fourth had nothing but
a long Staff which only wanted a
good Arm to ftrike. Thefe being as
great Thieves asany in the World, fee-
ing it was day, demanded their Pay be-
fore we were out of the Wood. F. Dal-
marius refufing, becaufe we werenot yet
out of danger, one of them threatned
to run him through with his Spear ; which
made me perfuade him to pay, rather
than indanger his Perfon. When they
had receiv’d the Mony, they ftay’d be-
hind, without regarding their Duty, for
we had ftill two Miles to go through the
Wood. We had advanc’d but a few
fteps to get out of it, before twelve
Men, fome afoot and fome a horfeback
appear’d before us, at fight of whom my
Catergi drawing near me, faid, Crafi, or
Thieves,and ask’d for one of my Piftols,
but I would not give it him. Our company

Knavery

pretended
Guard.

Danger
of Rob-
bérs.

was in a confternation, but Coggiaabove -

the reft, who tho’ the Night before I

had fix’d his Gun, that he might hel
to defend us in cafe of need ; yet chofe
rather to truft to his Horfes heels, with-
out regarding the Shame of running away,
than hazar’d his Life,by hewing Courage.
The frighted Fathers and I being left
to-oppoft the Robbers, I alighted with
my

G,
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~AA my Guns and Piffols in 4 teadinefs 5 and
Gemell. léaving them a Horfe-back with bad Pi-
1694. ftols, and without Powder pofted my

VW felf on the Left; behind fome Rocks,
waiting under Covert to fee what the

' "Rovers would do. They being badly
- Arm’d, and fome of them ouly with
Staves, tho’ Twelve in Number, would

not ftand the Teft, but turning off, went -

up the Mountain, leaving the Way free
to us. The Twks Extol’d my Behavi-
, our, and the Fatbers much more, ‘who
from that time forward us'd in Jeft to
call me Caraon-Bafci, or Captain of the
fimall Caravan, 1 was {0 inrag'd againft
the Runsaway Coggia, that as a Punifh-
ment of his Cowardice, I would bave
left his Goods to the mercy of the Rob-

wipr

bers3 but at the Requeft of the Fe/wirs
I fuffer’d them to be carry’d on. Being
out of the Wood, we refted our Hotfes
ina Plain, near which there was good
Pafture, and a Village of Kurds. Three
Hours after we fet forwards a good Pace,
and went to lie at the Village of Co-
tanlo 5 having Travell'd that Day 36
Miles in 1o Hours. ' This Place was in-
habited by Armenians, who difturb'd us
with their Sick, to get fome Medicine
of the Fefuits, who carry feveral forts;
which hapned 10 us wherefoever we
came. All the way beyond the Moun-
tains, which made one half, was an ex-
cellent Soil, but uatilld for want of
People.

CHAP VL

A [bory Defeription of Kars, and the Continuation of the Author’s Journy
{ ' to the Fromtiers of Perfia.

NOUnday 23d, haviag Travell'd twelve
: Nﬁf’é’s"m five Hours, we came to the
City Kars, the froutier Town of the
Twkifh Dominions, and lodgd in a Ca-
* yavanfera in the Suburb. !
KaCity,  Kars is a Large, but not Populous Ci-
> ty, tho’ there be plenty of Provifions,
and very Cheap, feated in a molt fruitful
& ~ Plain, and 78 Degrees 4 Minutes of
! Longitude, and 42 Degrees 40 Minutes
‘of Latitude. The reafon of its being
fo.ill inhabited is, becaufe being on the
Frontiers, it has fuffer’d fometimes by
the Perfian, and fometimes by the Orro-
" man Arms ; being no fooner recover’d
: from the one, than it bas fallen again
Wi under the other, as has hapned to many
Y other Places, which have been rvin’d by
- the Perfians for eight or nine Days Jour-
ny. Kars is a fufficient Teftimony to
Pofterity of the Behavionr of the Per-

€3 . fians in taking of ftrong Holds; and

4 N how dreadful the ftrokes of their Scimi-
LN tars are to the Turks.

. lemicGee-  But to return to the Bufinefs in hand.

Phil, Kars is feated in Turcomania. Its fhape
g is long, looking towards the South, and
two Miles in compafs, on the fide of a
g, Grou n&u Its two Walls are of
rth, with {mall Towers, two Gates,
and as many Bridges on the fide of the
River and Suburb. The Fort which
ftands on the Rock, is inacceflible on
that fide next the River. Initis a good

: Garrifon, out of which every Night a

EE

o

3

b

Detachment of forty Horle goes to ftour
the Country on the Frontiers. The
Houfes by reafon of the thinnefs of the
Inhabitants are more like Dens, made of

“Timber and Mud. For i30 Years laft

paft, fince Subje& to the Otroman Erm-
pire, it hasalways been Governd by a
Baffa ; tather out of fealoufy becauft it
is a Frontier, than becaufe the greatnefs
of the Place deferves it.

In Compliance to the Carergi, we
ftay’d thereall Monday 24th. The Geor-

ian, would have all the Mony for the
%[cmrny paid him here, whereas the Cu-
flom is to pay at the Journies end 3 and
we refofing, he ftood in it, that he would
go no further. 'We were forced to get
the .Armenian Cuftomer to oblige him
to go 3 or elfe we wonld have provided
our felves otherwife at his Expence.
But the Cheating Armenian made us pay
for his Rindnefs; for whereas his Duty
was half a Piaftre a loaded Horfe, he
demanded a Zecchine, and with much
Difficulty took a Piaftre.

Having agreed with theCuftom-Houfe,
we proceeded on our Journy on Tue/-
day 25th, taking as a good Omen four
Guns the Twrks fir’d on account of the
Solemnity of their Bairam, their Faft
of Ramazan being ended 3 which re-
joyced the Hearts of the poor Country
People, feeing themfelves deliver’d from
the hardfhip of working on the Faft-
Day, and watching to Eat at Night. ‘ﬂali

¢
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The
Kurdss

Ani-bagae
City.

that Day ridiog over thofe excellent
Plains, we met feveral Troops of Kurds
with their moveable Houfes on Oxen,
with Pannels on them. :

Thefe People live like Beafts, and are
fo Brutal, that they wander about all
the Year, feeking good Pafture for their
Herds, living upon the fame Food as
they do. After riding thirty Miles in
ten Hours, we lay in the Village of Chi-
ala, confifting of buc a few Caves. Here
the Infolent Carergi began again to re-
fufe going any further, unlefs he were
paid his whole Due; and we did no-
thing but Wrangle from Morning till
Night. 1 had muchado to forbear beat-
ing of him, for fear of bringing my felf
into further Trouble.

We {et out late on Wedne[day 26th,
and were not a lictle mov’d to Compaf-
fion by the way to fee fo many Places
deftroy’d by the Wars, whofe Ruins
ftill fhew their former Greatnefs ; and
particularly the City Arikagae, fix Miles
from the aforefaid Village. It was found-
ed on an Advantagious, tho’ Marfhy
Ground, by a King of Armenia of the
fame Name. A good part of its Walls
are ftill ftanding, near the Eaft-fide,
whereof runs the River Arpafuy, which
rifing in the Mountains of Mingrelia,

falls into the River of Kars. There
are ftill to be feen the Ruins of feveral
Monafteries, two whereof are almoft
entire, which they fay were founded by
Kings.

Going on at a diftance, we difcover’d
the high Mountain Ararat, where Noab's

Mount
Araras.

Ark is faid to have refted. Then we

entred upon a Valley, on which there
were feveral Things like Piramids fcat-
ter’d about, made by the Water in
Stone, very Pleafant to behold. Next
we pafs’d by the Fort of Arpafuy, the
laft Garrifon of the Turks, éated ona
Rock after fuch a manner, that it needs
no Wall on three fides ; but only on
that where the Entrance is. Within it
there is a good Garrifon, and without
a Village, where a Rup, or quarter of a
Neapolitan Ducat is paid for every Horfe
that paffes. In this fame Valley we pafs'd
a Bridge over a River which parts the
Otteman and Perfian Empires. As foon
as 1 got to the further fide, I alighted
to kifs the Ground 1 had fo long wifh’d
for, that I might be deliver’d from the
Frauds of the Twrks. What hapned to
me from that time forwards, fhall God
}villing be deliver’d in the fecond Vo-
ume.

The End of the Firft VOLUME.
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Containing the moft R emarkable Things he faw i
PERSIA

BOOK 1L

CHAP I

The Author’s Enrrixg @pon the Perfian Dominions,
the Defiription of that City,

HE Pofleflion of thofe Things

we have long defir'd, produces
- inus fuch Joy and Satisfa@ion,

that it makes us forget paft Sufferings,
and difpofes us willingly to undergo
fuch as are to follow. T his hapned to
me 4t my entring upon the Perfran Do-
minions, for the Pleafure of it made me
not think of a tirefome Afcent we had
to Climb; and taking Heart now I was
ina Country, where more Honefty was
Practis’d, I with good Cudgelling made
the Catergis go on, who would needs
then at an improper Seafon ftay to reft
their Horfes, having advis’d me but juft

- before to be upon my Guard, becaufe

Firft Vil
lage of
P{’ﬁﬂc

the Twrkiflh Garrifon vs’d to make Ex-
curfions on that fide.

After ten Miles riding, we met a
multitude of Kurads imcamp'd in Tents
(which they fet up in a Moment, fizing
a Pole'in the Rarth, witha great Wheel
atthe top of it, to which other crooked
Staves are faftned to bear up the Tent)
they exadted half Piaftre a Horfe of
us for pafling 5 for in Perfia it i3 not
ufbal to open Trupks, but to give fome-

and FJourny to Erivan, with

thing according to the Quality of the
Perfons. Having refted, and fed ou:
Horfes, we went on a very Ston way,
and having in all Travell’d 28 Miles
that Day in ten Hours, the chief Mule-
tier fet up at Talen, the firft Village of
Perfia.  In this Place was a good Church
for the ufe of the Chriftian Armenians,
who are the beft part of the Inhabitants,
On the high Altar are the PiGures of
the Holy A?o&lcs; but it is now gone
to Ruin, as'is another near it. Having
taken up our Lodging in the Houle of
a Chriftian, as we had done all through
Armeniay that is Subje@ to the Turks,
aVertabietro, or Armenian Preacher, bug
tolook to, a Rude ignorant Clown, came
to Vifit us, who feeing one of our Hor=
fes Sick, fell to blefling of Water for
him, croffing it, mumbling fome Words,
and making ugly Faces, and throwing a
Needle into it three times, in the moft
Superftitious manner imaginable. To
this Village they bring on Oxen, with
Pannels on them, abundance of Stone-
Salt, which they cut out of 2 Mountaia
a Day’s Journy from thence.

In
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In thefe Ficlds

{ faw a curious and

Gemells, rare Elower, which any lralian Prince

1604.

would perhaps give a confiderable Sum

LN of Mony to have in his Garden, The
A asrious stalk of it is not above half a Spaa long,

Flower.

Eghia-
mutfen

Church.

at the end whereot there are three white
Flowers ftanding upright, like a Plame
of Feathers, an three other Parple ones
hanging down in aTriangle, witha lit-
tle black Rofe in the middle, and three
others of a brighter Colour, twininga-
bout the aforefaid Flowers.

Thurfday 27th, at break of Day we
[t out again, and after riding 24 Miles
i nine Hours came to the threc Chur-
ches, call'd by the Armenians Eghiamia-
fen, that is, Only Son, which is the
name of the chief of them. This, as
their Hiftories tell us, was Built 300
Years after the coming of Chrift; and

they add, that when the Walls were as
high as a Man, the Devil in the Night
deftroy’d all they Built by Day ; but
~-that at laft Jefus Chrift appearing one
Night, the Devil could no longer ob-
ftrot the Building of the Church. - Itis
dedicated to St. George, to whom the Ar-
menians D3y a_great Veneration. With-
in, the Strn@ure is in the form of a
Crofs, with a Cupula in the middle,
under which they fhew the Stone, on
which they fay our Saviour appear’d to
St. Gregory , ‘nuch honour’d. by them

There are three Doors into,it, .and -a_li_

the Pavement is cover’d with good Car-
pets. It has three Altars; to the high
one there is an Afcent of four Steps,
and near it on the right fide is the Pa-
triarch’s Chair. There are fix. Stepsup
to the Altar on the right Hand, and
three to that on the left, with each a
Patriarchal Chair againft Mafs is folemn-
Iy Celebrated at them. On the out-fide
t¥lcr'c are four fmall Towers at the fonr
Angles, in one of which the Bells are,
and the Standard of the Crofs every
where fet up ; which is nof permitted
by the Turks on any, Account,

the 2 Clofé by the Church is the Monaftery,

mftery.

where the Bimop and Fathers refide,
with an excellent Garden in the middle.
The Patriarch’s Apartments are over the
firft great Court, where the Fonntain
is; throngh which they go into the fe-
cond, which with its Arches ferves on-
ly for a Caravanfera for pilgrims 3 for
the Monks go throngh another Court
and larger Gate to their Cells and
Church. The whole Place is enclosd
with high Mud Walls, within which
compafs there are feveral Viaeyards and
Gardens. :

Yy

* caufe he approv’d the Council of Ca

The Patriarch is céﬁnﬁeﬂ .'oue' of the The Pe-
firftamong the Armenians, and has fuch triarchs

a conceit of himfelf and his Authority,
that not very long fince, he had the bold-
nefs to Excommunicate . Leo Pope, be~

don, which condemn’d theirs and ¢
Greek Herefy. b { :‘

The 2d Monaftery, with the Church
dedicated to S. Cagana, is2 Musker fhot
from the firft. * 1t was built in Honour
of a Princefs, who coming from Jealy
with 40 Maidens, to fce S. Gregory, was

by a Ring of Armenia caft into a Well
foll of Snakes, becaufe fhie would not
confeat to his Will; where having re-
main’d 14 Years, without receiving any
harm, at laft io a‘ﬂ;ase he put her to
Death with the 40 Maidens ; as the Ar-
menians relate.

“The ftru@ure of the Church is like
the other, buc lefs. There is but one
Altar, with the Body of an Heretical
Armenian, whom they call a Saint, vn-
der it. “There are two other Tombs
without, one on each fide of the great
Gate.. As for the Monaftery it has a
fmall Cloifter, witha Garden, and Cells

for a fewMonks,who look toa fmall aum-

ber of Ignorant Idle Country People.

. "The 5d Monaftery a Mile and a half

from thefe, is very {mall, and dedicated

| to S Revima. There is but one Altar

in the Church, which has three Doors,
and good Vineyards and Fields belong-
ing to ity as well as the others. The
Armenians that g0 out or return to Fer-
fiay uit generally to 1ay three days at
thefe Churches, to perform their De-
votions, and receive the Patriarch’s Blef-

ng | ; it .

"This Plain of Erivan is very fertile,
and full of Vines and Fruit-trees ; as
alfo abounding in-Wheat, Rice, and o-
ther. Grain ; and this becaufe the Na-
tives improve it, making ufc of the Wa-
ters of the River .raxes, which runs
a-crofsit, befides feveral other Rivuletss
and levelling the Gronnd with a- long
Rowler drawn witha Rope by one Man,
and help’d forward by another;, witha
Handle. Hence ic is that when the Corn

The 24
Mona-
frery.

L

Plain of
Erivan.

is ripé in Perfia they are fowing in

Turbﬁy. N,

lount Ararar is but 8 Miles from thefe
Monafterics. A conftant Tradition de-
liver'd down toourDays,will have itthat
Noak’s Arkrefted onit. At the Foot of
it runs the River Araxes, and rifesano-
ther large Mountain, but (inall inrefpe&
of Mount .Ararai, of which we fhall

fpeak hereafter.
That

Mount A-
rargss

L,
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City.

TheMint.

That Night I lay in the great Mona-
ftery, and Fryday 28th, in the Morn-
ing went into the Church, to fee about
70 Priefts officiate in two Rooms in the
mid(t of it. =3 Hoursafter we continu’d
our Journeyto Erivar on a good Road,
and pafling by many Villages after ten
Miles riding, came to that City. I took
aRoom in the only Caravanfera there
was .in the Suburb, to avoid troubling
the Fefuits, who did not live like the
Ltalians. _ b

The prefent City of Erivan was built
on the ruias of another of the fame
Name, in the longitude of 64 degres,
and 20 Minutes, and 42 degrees, and
15 Minutes of latitude. Next the Ri-
yer Zangli, it is feated on a Rock, and
the other parts on the Plain. Its whole
circumference is but a Mile, with a deep
Ditch, a double Wall; and Baftions of
Earth, fubje&t to be beaten _down
with Cannon, and wafh’d away with the
Rain. Nor are the Houfes any better,
and Inhabited only by a few Traders,and
the Garrifon. It has three Iron-Gates;
and but a few, and thofe fimall Pieces
of Cannon. The Bazaris indifferent.

he Palace of the Cham or Governor

ronts the River, andis as great as Earth
can make it. .

Saturday 25th, 1 went to fee the
Mint, where the Silver and Brafs is
Coin’d ; there being no Gold Coin in
Perfia, but what little is made at the
King’s Coronation, which is either fcat-
ter’d among the People, or given to
thofe that have deferv’d well. The
Perfians Coin their Mony after this
fafhion. Having placed the Metal in a
trench, with Coals and Wood over it,
théy melt it by the blowing of two pair
of Bellows; they caft it into long flips,
which they afterwards beat out into
Plates ; others cut it out and others
make the pieces round, others weigh

" and others hammer them fmooth, af-

The
Bridge.

The
River.

The
Suburbi

ter which they are Stamp’d by force of
en.

Sunday 30th, I went to take the Air
on the Bridge there is over the aforeiaid
River, confifting of good Arches, near
which under the fhade of thick Trees,
there are fmall Rooms for the diverfion
of the Cham, to whom the Government
of the City is worth full 2000c0 Crowns
a Year. This River comes from a Lake
call’d Gigaguni, 8o Miles diftant from E-
rivan, and falls into the Araxes, run-
ning 3 Leagues off on the South fide.

Munday the laft of the Month, I
walk’d about to' fee the Suburb, or ra-

Vol. 1V.

ther the Lohabited Country; becaufe of
the many Farms and Gardens it contains.
It is 20 times as big as_the City, moft
of the . Traders, and all the Artificers
and Armenians, living in it. There s
an excellent Baxar and Meidan, along
the City Wall ; but there is an infinice
number of ruin'd Houfes, by reafon aof
the continual Wars betwixt the Turks
and Perfrans, which have reduced the
City and Country about it, to a deplo-
rable condition. The whole compafs
is about 10 Miles, for the moft part en-
clos’d with a work thrown np of Earth,
and by the neighbouring Hills, which in
time of War, might much endammage
the City. All this {pace produces ex=
cellent Wine, and abounds in delicious
Fruit, befides pleafant Poplar, and Wil-
low-trees. o LT ,.
From Tooat to Tauris the Country is
for the moft part inhabited by Chriftians,
who get their living by Silk works, and
other Trades ; becaufe of the continu~
al Paflage of the Caravans, which carry
Silk from a Province near Erivan, and
other Commeodities of Perfia. It is in-
credible how great an income thefe Ca-
ravans bring to the King ; becaufe the
Cuftom-houfe being nothing fevere, for
no Bales of Goods are open’d, the Mer-
chants are willing to refort thither with
the beft Commodities they can, pay-
ing but fome fmall duty ‘to the Officers
on the way. 4 Gitl
 Tuefday the firlt of Fune, not to lye

iekart

idle at Erivan, 1 hir’d a Horfe to 20 Church

with fome others into the Country, to
the Church of Kiekart, 1 came thither
after 8 Hours riding, and found a Mona-
ftery of _Armenians cut out of the Rock,
whereof the Pillars are made that {fup~
port the Church. According to their
Tradition, the Spear that pierc'd our Sa-
viour’s fide, is preferv’d in this place;
which they fay was brought by St. A4t~
thew. Near this Churchis a Lake, and
five other Monafteries of Armenians.

As foon as I came to Erivan [ hir'd

* Horfes for Tauris, for 10 Abaflis a piecé

(every Abaffi is worth about 38 Grains
and a half of Naples Money, that is, two
Shillings wanting three Pence) but un-
derftanding the Road was not fafe, was
fatisfy’d to {tay for Company. At length
finding fome, I refolv’d on Wedne[day
the 2d, to go along with a Georgian; but
whilft he was preparing his %ard!e, I
fent for my Horfes, and found the Afa-
hametan, who had hir’d them, broke his
Word with me, counterfeiting himfelf
Sick. This difappointment fretted ?e,

P ees
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fecing my Companions go away without

hopes of finding any more at thattime:
Becaufe the Caravan that came from Er-
zerum, had ftopp’d half way for fear of
‘Thieves. : g i
. Thurfday 3d, 1 din’din the Monaftery
of the Fefuirs; and being  inform’d on
Friday 4th, that there was another fmall
Company of Georgians going to Nakei-
vany, 1 refolv'd to' go with them, the
Perfian Dominions being more free from
Robbers than the Turkifh; and accord-
ingly 1 hir’d two Horfes, at 'the rate a-
bove-mentioned, and prepar’d for my
Journey. it g, oo
Before I go further it is fitI give an
account, that all the while I was at Eri-
van 1 obferv’d Mownt Ararat was al-
ways clear in the Morning up to the
top; but towards Evening the many
Vaponrs the Sun draws, both from the
Mountaia itfelf, and from the Waters
on the Plaio, thicken the Air, and it
Thunders and Lightens, and at laft
the Vapours diffolve in Rain. It is
alfo to be noted that this Mountain is
higher than Tuwrus, or Cancafus; and
that being above the firft Riiion“bf’th'e
Alr; and always, cover’d with Snow, it
is a5 cold as poflibly can be. However
the Durch Man’s Relation is Fabulous,
who tells usthat in'the Year 1670, being
oblig’d to goup it to cure a Religious
Man, hefpent’ Days in the afcent, Tra-
velling 15 Miles a Day; and lying ‘at
Night in" certain 'Hermitages he met

ith, ateveryfive Leagues; and chat he
%' beyond the Bouiads of the firft
egion of the Air, where the Clouds

i ooy

A Voyage round the VViO RL D e .E".'":I-

are form'd, the firft of which he found -

Thick and Dark ; and the others vehe-
ment Cold, and ful uss}m, iﬁt}f,thﬁt"

the 3d Cloud he pa@d ¢l !
have dy’d with Cold, had his' dreac

Palfage lafted but a uarcer of s Hos.
e

longer ;' but that” the next day as he
mounted, the Air grew more Tempe-
rate ; and that coming to the Cell of the
Religious fick Man, ‘he was inform’d,
that in 20 Vears he had livid on the
Mountain, he never had felt Heat, Cold,
or Wind, or feen any Rain fall. Be-
fides that the good Hermit would give
him to underftand that Noab’s Ark was
ftill whole on the ridge of the Moun-
tain, the good Temperature of the Air
having fav’d it from rotting. An ex-
cellent invention of the Durch-Manr to
perfoade us the Terreftrial Paradice is
there; but I and all that have feen it,
have obferv’d the top of it furrounded by
a very thick Miff, from the Evening for-
wards, ashasbeen faid. Tt'is true aboue
thefides of it,there are many Hermitages
inhabited by Religious Chriftians, who
endure very much cold, there being ot
fo much as a ftump of a Tree about the

Mousntain' to ‘'make Fice'of. The Ar- .

menians call it Mefefufar, that is, Moun-
tain of the Ark, and the: P::ﬁm- A-
.gﬁ- : N

CHA
The Author continues his Fourney to
_ - Cuty, and of

C Arwrday sth, that I might not lofe

the 2d opportunity, I caus’d'my
luggage tobe loaded on my Man’s Horle,
and fet out in baft, with F. Dominick;
F. Daimarins being gone that Morning to
his Miflion at Seiamaki, and F. Martin
ftaying at Erivan. We put on a good
rate toovertake the Georgian, and others
that were gone before. - About an hour
inthe Nightbegan the vfoal Lightning
and Rain on mount Ararar; and we
coming an hour after that to the Bank
of the River Gavuri-ciny , which was

much fwollen and was to be forded,
thought it more advifable to defer it till
the nexr day. We'lay in the Village of
the fame Name, where there were ma-
ny Kurds having travel’d bot 18 Miles.
The fmallnefs of the Caravanfera oblig’d

P I

Tauris, with the De wription of that
Nakcivan. Y I f

fome Turks, who were with us to Iye
on the'Ground in the open ‘Air.
Sunday6th, at break of Day we crofs’d
the River with a Guide of the Country,
becaufe, being two Musket fhot 6ver, it
is hard for Strangersto ford. Thenwe
rode along a plain: Country, fome un-
til’d and fome cultivated and improv’d
with the cuts drawn from the Neigh-
bouring Rivers to water the Corn, and

other Grain; which has this greac faule’

that it will not keep above a Year. This’
day wetravell'd 30 Milesin 11 Hours,and
at Night lay in the Village of Satarach,
where inftead of flecping, every Man
watch’d to Guard his Baggage, gr fear
of the Country People, who are moft
expert at robbing of Travellers,

Mun»
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VYN got ont of it, at 15 Miles end we ford-
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ed another deep River, Here we found
the Ratrars or Guards of the Roads, who
demanded an extraordinary fum of me,
and F. Dominick, fo that | was forc’d to
make my way wichPiftol in hand. They
ftill would not quit P. Dominick, who

would have the other Piftol to fright the
Rattar; but at laft they feeing me refo-
lute let him go, takingan Abaffi a head.
The Guards being again crept into their
Cottage we pafs’d through another deep
River, into a cultivated Country, and
two Miles further another River call’d
Arpaci or Arpafu.  This River tho’ di-
vided into three Branchesis very rapid,
and we had like to have perif’d in it.
The ftream before our Eyes carry’d a-
way for a large Musket-thot, an Arme-
nian Catholick Woman a horfe-back
with her Son behind her, and (he was ne-
ver the lealt daunted ; no more than
was another that rode behind a Turk,
for in Perfia three or four, will get upon
aHorfe. When the Water is higher by
reafon of the thawing of the Sgow, they
pafs ita League lower. Riding on a-
long Fields altogether untill’'d, we went
to Iye by the Caravanfera of Keraba, ha-.
ving travell’d 30 Milesin 11 Hours.
This Stru&ture was fquare and one of
the moft Capacious and Beautifulleft I
had feen. There a plentiful Spring of
good Water gufhes out of a cut Stone.
The Armenians {ay it was made by Shem,
the Son of Noah. As for this Waters
petrifying ina Ditch tea Miles off, Ta-
vernier dreamt it, for none of the Per-
fians or Armenians that were acquaint-

ed with the Country knew any thing of

ity much lefs that the Caravanfera was
builc with thofe Stones.

Tuefday 8th, Riding 15 Miles we
came to Nak-civan, whence F. Domi-
nick went dire&ly for the Monaftery of
Abarener, whither he was bound, but
with great fear of the Rarrars, who
are great Thieves. I was left alone ex-

“pos’d to their Knavery, and they ask’d

me 20 Abafis for my Horfe, whereas
the Armenians pay but two or three, and
I had much to do to content them with
nine. They ufe none foill as they do
the Franks, who muft give them what
they will have for fear of fome affront,
they being infolent in the higheft de-
gree, It may therefore be truly faid
that Nak-civan is the moft troublefome
Vol. IV.

feeing they held his Horfe by the Bridle

place in Perfia,on account of thefe Rartars,
and like another Erzerumin Turky.

Some will have Nak-civan, to be the
antientelt City in the World, pretend-
ing that Nosh when he came out of the
Ark liv'd there ; perhaps becaufe it is
but 30 Miles from Mount Ararat. They
add that Noah was bury’d there, and
they fupport their Opinion by the Eti-
mology of the City, becaufc Nak in the
Armenian Tongue fignifies a Ship, and
Civan, gtaying. Whatever there  is as
to this Point, there is a fufficient Tefti-
mony of its Antiquity in the ruinsof its
Buildings reduced almoft to nothing,
by the continual Wars; and particular-
ly by the Barbarity of Awmurat, who
utterley deftroy’d it, leaving no token
of the Noble Afchs built by the fol-
lowers of Aali, and held as profane by
the Turks ; for which reafon wherever
their Arms come, they deftroy them ;
as the Perfians do by thofe of the Turks
through difference in Religion, whcreo%
we fhall fpeak hereafter. :

In the new City, thereisbut one long
and narrow Street, with one good Bafar,
and four large and excellent Caravanfe-
ras, for the conveniency of the many
Caravans, that of neceflity muft pafs
that way. The Suburb is fmall, with
Houfes built like Caves. . Near the City
is a great Brick-building, above 70
Spans high, and O&angular, ending like
an Obelisk.  The entrance is through a
great Gate, within which, there are
winding Stairs up to two Towers, that
are cu the fides, and have no Commu-
nication with the Obelisk. They fay it
was ereéted by Tamerlan, when he went
to Conquer Perfia : The City and Coun-
try is govern’d by a Cham.

Finding my felf in the Power of fuch
bafe People as the Rartars,or Guards,who
threaten baftinadoing at the fame time
they demand their Toll, I endeavour’d
to fly the fooneft I could. Accordingly,l
provided that fame Day to go along
with a Perfian Envoy, who was going to
Ifpaban to carry a Prefent to the King,
Having therefore hir’d two Horfes for
my felf and Man for 5 Abaffis apiece,
I fet out of the City alone about three
Hours after Night, to expe& the En
voy at a place appointed. Two Miles
from the Town I crofs’d a River that
falls into the Araxes on a good Bridge
of twelve Arches, and at a fmall di-
ftance thence join’d the Envoy: We
held on ourway through a plain Coun-
try , crofs’d by many cuts to water
the Fields, which made their Waters

3 run
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ran thick and muddy , as does the
Araxes icfelf. S

" Having travelld 27 Miles in 9 Hours,
e refted on Wedne[day oth at Zulfa, to
crofs the Araxes therein a Boat. =~ Zalfa
at prefent may be faid to be altogether
difinhabited, becanfe Scia- Abas the firit,
King of Perfia, tranfplanted all the In-
habitants to mew Zulfa in the Province
of Guilan, and to other Places, that
they might not be left expos’d” to the
continual incurfions of the Twrks; yet
what remains of it onder Barren Rocks,
on the left of the Araxes, fufliciently
demonftrates, it was no very confider-
able City, being a heap of Mud, and of
Caves under Groond. The two Caravan-
Jeras built by Coggia Nazar an Armeniar,
one on the one fide of the River and the
other on the other, are alforuin’d ; and
therefore only a few Armemians live
there, becaufe but a Mile from thence
there isan excellent and fruitful Soil.

"The Araxes being here confin’d be-
tween two Mountains is not narrow but
deep, being fwell'd by the Water of that
River, which three Miles from thence
we forded four times. Tt is thought to
be the fame that Mofes and the Holy
Scripture call Giken, which Springs in-
the Terreftrial Paradice, becanfe it has
its Rife in the fame Mountain, and at
a fmall diftance from Euphrares, the one
running Eaft and the other almoft Weft.
The Boat to Ferrry over the Araves is
ill Built, and worfe managed, having
only two Oars to bear it up, fo that
when it comes to the further fide, the
rapid Stream carries it a Musket fhot
Jower than it thould go, and then it muft
be hal’d up with a Rope. The Ferri-
men have half an Abaffi a' Horfe, and
there is one appointed by the Retrar
of Nak-Civan, who delivers a Letter
feal’d in "Token that the Duties are paid,
which if it were omitted, they would
oblige them' to pay again; fo bafe
and deceitfal is the Officer, and he that
employs hiril. There was formerly a
Stone bridge, afterwards broke down by
the King of Perfia. Having pafs'd the
Araxes, we rode 14 Miles furtherin 4
Hours, and lay at the Caravanfera of
Derades, which not being big enough
to hold all, we were forc’d to lyein the
open Air. i

Thur(day 16tH,” three hours before
day, we entred into a Valley betwixt two
Mountains, much frequented by Rob-
bers, andbeing out of it, travell’d over
a Barren Plain to the Caravanfera of
Alachi, the whole journey being 15

‘Miles fiirthier, we came to the Village:
Zulfs ~ of Marana. Here - they fay Noab

mwg;umm i%&éx&c&- Buﬂ_'d_;
ing, large, and fquare; with four Tow-
ersat the four Angles. Then riding 20

1 Noab's
Wife was bury’d. © The Village is lar

or'rathera Wrzod of' Houfes, by reafon
of the Trees and Gardens among them, -
which hinder the fight of the Mud-hou.

fes, at any diftance. It is feated in an '

¥

excellent fruitful Plaia, three Miles in

length, and two in breadth, with ma-

ny more Villages abont it. Here isa
great noble Caravanfers , with four
Towers at the four Angles, and a
cnriﬁus;s‘fring of the beft Water Te- "
ver tafted out of Jraly.

fhort of * this place , T was met by

the Rartar, or Guards of the ways.

Thefe are more to be fear’d than Rob-

bers, becavfe under colour of their em~

ployment -;hqglrob fecurely, being arm’d
with knotty Clubs (a Weapon common
toboth Noble and ignoble in Perfia) like

- Banditti, and they cheat Franks more

than any other People,exacting what they
pleafe of them without refpe& to the
Nature of the Commodities ; and becaufe
they do not open the Bails, they will
have as much for a parcel of Rags, as
for the Richeft Jewels in the World.
The common Duty is § 4baffis a Horfe,
but they are fearce fatisfy’d with all a
poor Travellerhas. gl
Friday 11th, beforeday we entred up-
on a Mountainons Road, at the end
whereof we met the other Rartars o
Schiachit, who take an Abafli a parcel,
After riding 1o Miles in three hours,
we pafs'd by the excellent Caravanfers
of Cfn_?gber, well built of Brick, with
four Towers at the Ar:gles, and big e~
nough to holdan hundred Perfons.  Ha-
ving travell’d as many Miles more over
a fandy Plain, we came to'the City, or
rather Forreft of Sofiana; for there are
{o many Trees, and delicate Gardens a-
bout it, that the Houfes cannot be feen
till 2 Man is upon them. Having ftay'd

there two Hours, we travell’d 18 Miles -

furtherin fix Hours, and came to Tamris
an Hour before Night. By the way I
faw a Hill on which they told me Amu-
rat’s Army incamp’d in the Year 1638,
when he befieg’d, took and burnt this
City. They tell it as a notable inftance
of fedatenefs of Scia Sephia Kingof Per-
Jia, that he little or nothing concern’d
at that News, faid ; let Amurar come
forward,for he will Deftroy himfelf; and
at the fame time gave orders, that all the
Waters about fhould be turn’d atvlv;a'y,
: ere
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Tauris, His
n. through dry and barren Plains,
loft a great pag. of his Arm ’;,ﬂ_'_q;ﬂéa mi;

forced to turn back with Difhopour.

‘Tapris, ot Echatang, is feated

cated 1a, Ihe
Province of Adirbeirzan, (as the Perfians
call it) :,%*”aﬁ ces of L

and 40 itude. It was once the
Metropolis of the Empire of the Medes,
s Cr e U s

Birth of Chrift. There is nothing
bui the bare fhadow of its antient Splen-
dor pow remain haying been the

s e Wa‘fm: gﬁa;g_'r@;ﬁg
. remains now is a great Plain, en-
compais’d on three fides with Mountains
like Erzeram ; and it refembles Evan

* Wars betweea thofc two Monarchs.

. in the mutability of the Weather. Its

compals is thirty Zralian Miles, by rea-
fon of abundance of Gardens and open
Places in it, The Houfes are ill Built
of Mud 5 but the Bszars and Caravan=
[feras are good, becaufe che conveniency
of its Situation draws a vaft Number of
Merchiants, as well Mufcavites and Tar-
tansy as Arabs, Georgians,

thers with all forts of Commodicies ;

more, particularly with Silk bronght
333” I:Eg'r Province of Guilan, and other
Places ; 4o that a great Number of Peo-
ple is employ’d in that Work. Tho’

its compafs be thirty Miles, and a Fefuir

- Scian-cafun
Tower,

compares it to Rome, in his Account of
it, yet I donot believe it contains above
250000 Inhabitants, both becauft of the
Gardens and Fields, and bf reafon the
Houfes are but thin of Pﬂ}p c.

- Sunday 12th, Twent to fee the Tower
of Sciar-Cafan, which fome without any
good Ground for it, will have to be that
of Babel, mention’d in Holy Writ. It
is made of Brick 220 of my Paces in

‘compufs, its Diameter 40 Paces, and the

thicknefs of the Wall 12, but it is rnin’d
on two fides. A winding Stair-cafe of
r1o Steps goes up to a Room on the
top of it, and on the out-fides of the

Valls of this Room there are Ciphers
and Charatters. = At the bottom is a Place
with Iren Gates, where the Perfians fay
the Founder lies Bury’d.

Next; I weat to fee the Armeidan.
This is a great Square, to which moft
of the Merchancs and Artificers refort,
becaufe there is a better Trade there
than. elfewhere. The chief thing fold
there are good Horfes; and thofe Cheap,

- Longit !.:I%_

Mingreliansy
Indians, Twks, ERMQ? and fgveral o-

(for, I bought one for ninety Abafis,
which at Naples wounld be worth 300)
as alfo Shagreen-Skins, whereof there is
a great Confumption, all Gentile People
wearing Shooes and Boots of them.
They make them of Horfes, Afles, and
Mules Hides, but only of the Rump

part. b

The Mofch of Haffan-Baftia being in
this Place, I went to fee it. ' This Stru-
&ure was Excéted by the Ofmanlis, with-
ont fparing Coft or Time. At the firft
coming i, there appears a Front curi-
oufly wrought in Brick, with Relicfs of
Marble carv'd after the ltalian manner
in Flowers, Birds and Fruits of feveral

forts,  The Gate s all of one entire’

piece of white Marble, like that of O/~
manla; which leads into a Cloifter, or
fguare Court, and then toa treble Arch,
on the fides of the A#ufeh, without any
Orpament. At the end thereof there
are two fmall Gates to the Mofch, whofe
Front with two high Towers is of the
fame fort of Work ; but the tops of the
Towers are gone to Ruin.  The Mofech
is only one great Cupola of tiic fame
Marble curioufly wrought with Arabick
Charafters in Blew and Gold, and in
fome places curioufly painted with fine
Flowers, in others with odd Fancies.
The Nich, whither few go to Pray, is
on the fide of the AMeidan, or Square;
therefore the Gates are only on the fides
anfwering to the two Cloifters, which
are uniformly Built one on each Hand.

The 'upg:r Gallery of the Afofch, i3
from the Cipole fupported by twelve Ar-
ches, three on every fide,” whereof thofe
next the aforefaid Eaft and Weft Gates
are equal, the others greater, but thofe
on the North and South are kept fhut.
At the upper part of every Angle there
are as It were {eparate Balconies, to fee
what is dbing. On the fides of the
Niche are two curious Marble-Stones as
clear as Alablafters on the left is a Pul-
pit with an Afcent of fifteen Steps; on
the Pavement poor Mats, becaufe the Per-
fians make fmall Account of that Adefch,
and think it Polluted, as having ferv’d
Ofman’s Followers. Behind it at the
North-end is a large fquare Garden,
with Trees of feveral forts.

Near tkis Mofch is another Stru@ure,
with the fame outward Ornaments, now
going to Ruin.  They call it the place
of Waters, becavfe there the Perfians
wafh their Dead. In the fame place is
a Church belonging to the Armenians,
almoft fallen to Decay, whither they
fay St. Helen fent a picce of the Crofs.

. At
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At the end of the Meidan is a great Pa-
lace Built by the Twrks, whillt they were
Mafters of thac Place. Every Evening
there is a pleafant Concert of Drums and
Trumpets in a Gallery of this Place.
About Noon, the Cham, or Gover-

nour’s Lieutenant made his publick En- -

try into the City, attended by soo Horfe
he brought with him ; befides 1500 that
went out to meet him. But before we
proceed, it will be convenient to fay
fomething of the other Lieutenant his
Predeceflor, who Dy’d a little before
in Tauris, becaufe he was always a great
Friend to the Chriftians, and fpecial Pro-
teétor of the French Capucin Miflioners,
whom in publick Affemblies he placed
by his Side, to the great Regret of the
Pﬂgan Priefts.

is Name was Sultan-Bigian Beg, Son
to the Great Ruffan Cham, call'd Spafa-
lar, great General of the Perfian Army,
which drove the Ofmanlines or Turks out
of the Country of Tauris: The Great
Ruffan had a Grandfon; and Sultan Bi-
gian, who Dy’d Cham of Erivan Was his
Uncle. His Family had always kept in
the King’s Favour, being of the Blood
of the Georgian Princes. But Bigian Was
Difgraced during the Comman of -
mat-Dolet, or the Grand Vizier his Enc-
my, who made the King look upon him
a5 a Mad-man and Dronkard. This Man
we fpeak of, feeing Fortune frown on
him, after Governing Sciamaki, retir’d
to Live a private Life at Tawris, with
25 Servants, placing his greateft De-
light in Drinking the beft Wine in the
Country. His Nephcw Ruftan Cham,
now General of the Army, and Divan-
Beg, or chief of all the Judges, being
then in the King’s Service, and well ad-
vancd in his Favour, he one Day bid
him ask fome Grace. He modeftly an~
fwer'd he was fatisfy’d with the Honour
and Bread he daily receiv’d; but the
Kiog ftill prefling him to ask fome
Grant, he faid, Since Your Majefly Or-
ders ity 1 beg nothing but that you reftore
my Family to the [ame Honour it enjoy’d
in the time of my Grand-father Ruftan.
The King ask’d whether he had any
Kinfinan to Prefer. Ruftan reply’d,
There was bis Uncle Sultan Bigian Beg;
and the King enquiring, wherehe Livd,
he faid, He Eat the Bread His Majefty’s
Goodnefs had lefe bim at Tautis. The
King faid, That Mad-man, your Uncle
Sultan Beg. He is not Mad, {aid Ruftan,
but our Enemies have reprefented bim as
Juch to Your Majefty 5 and if you pleafe to
let him appear in your Prefence, you will

be fenfible bow miich you bave been imposd
upon,  Well, faid the King, fend for him.
Sir, reply’d Ruftan, we have [ent for him
Jeveral times, and he would never come,
nor will he now, without your [pecial Com~
mand. I will do it, anfwcr’tr the King,
and will fend the Son of a Cham to Con-
duét him. Sir, faid Ruftan, be is not in
a Condition to prefent an Envoy of Your
Majefty’s, and therefore it will [fuffice to
fend him a written Order by an Exprefs.

In fhort, three Exprefles were fent with

the King’s Orders in March 1692. He
being a Drinking, when they came,
tofs’d off a Glafs to the King’s Health,
laying His Majefty’s Letter on his Head,

and from that time never drank Wine.

Being come to Ifpahan, he went to the
Ala-Capi, or Houfe of Refuge to which
all Criminals retire; as alfo thofe who
are fent for by the King before they
know whether it is for their Good or
Evil. The King being inform’d by his.
Nephew that he was come, and lay in
the Royal Houfe of Sanétuary, order’d
him to be brought out, and a good A-
partment fitted for him, becaufe he
would fee him. Bjgian being brought
before him, two Ddys after he receiv’d
him very Courteoufly, faying to him in

" token of Affe@ion, Baba, thatis Grand-

father, you are welcome ; and asking
whether he drank Wine, he anfwer’d,
That th' be drank merrily duting his A-
bode ar Tauris, yet after receiving His
Majefty’s Ordersy and drinking one Glafs
to his Health, be bad never tafted any more.
Then the King caufing Wine to be
brought, made him Drink out of his own
Gold Cup, and then Smoke out of his
Gold Pipe; then he gave him the Poft
his Father the Great Ruftan held of
Great General, but he Generoufly re-
fus’d it, pleading his Age, and befeech-
ing His Majefty, if he thought fit.to be-
ftow it on his Nephew Ruftan; whofe
Lieutenant at Tauris he was contented
to be, the Government of Tauris being
ever united to the Generalfhip, which
the King Gracioufly granted, and with-
in a few Months he went away to his
Government. ’Tis true, his Nephew
did not receive the Profits belonging to
the Poft of Cham of Tawris ; ?or the
Great General never goes thither, but
only receives a Sum of Mony of the
Lieutenant he appoints, who make their
Advantage of the reft.  This is the true
Hiftory of Sultan Beg, the great Friend
of the French Capucin’s ; and 1 hope the
Reader will not diflike this fhort Digref-
fion made on his Account.

During
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&~ During my Stay at Tauris, 1Lodgd
Gemelli. at the c.sfuc;u’s, who have a good Church

1694+

and Monaftery there, through the Boun-

VN ty of Mirza-lbrahim, who was Inten-

Scien-evi
Palace,

dant of that Province, and a great Lover
of the liberal Sciences, wherein he would
be inftruéted together with his Sons, by
F. Gabriel Chinon, then Gu’ardlan'_.
Sunday 13th, pafling through the A-
meidan, 1 {faw a Man gently beaten on
the Soles of his Feet with a Wand, be-
ing bound to a high Poft, at which they

fhoot with Arrows upon publick Fefti--

vals. Then I took notice of certain
Religious Perfians. They wear a Tur-
bant like the Twrks, with a Border about
it, and the midctl,;_‘g‘art fharp, and co-
ver’d with red Cloth. '

After Dinner, I mounted a Horfe-

back, and rode about the City. We .

pafs’d over feveral Bridges on the River
Schienkaic, which runs through the midft
of Tauris, and has excellent Water ;

but fometimes it {fwells o high, that it

over-flows a great part of the City. I
obferv’d there were among the Houfes
feveral Corn-Fields, as wellas Orchards.
There are allo in thém feveral Tombs,
fome round, and others in other fhapes,
ending fharp at top, and-cover’d on the
out-fide with excellent black and blew

_ Tiles, full of CharaQers, and Arabick
‘Letters. Returning to the Monaftery,

I met a Man a Horfe-back, with a Tur-
bant after the T nrié'{li Fathion, a Fea-
ther on the Forchead, and on the fides
two upright Horns of Tin fix’d to the
Turbant, between which ftood up a
thing fhap’d like a Cilinder, cover'd
with red and blew Silk. They told ' me
it was a Giarci (there are four of them
in the City) which are Chiefs of the Ser-
jeants, and ferve to proclaim the Price of
Bread, and the Sentences given by the
Governour, and his Lieutenant.

Mony falling fhort to continue my
Journy, and pay for the Horfe I had
bought ; a Catholick Armenian of Zulfa,
whofe Name was Malachy, lent me 8o
Crowns to be paid him at J/paban, upon
my bare Word; a Courtefy I fhould
fcarce have met with in Chriffendom.

Monday 14th, I went to fee the Royal
Palace call’d Scien-evi. 1 thought to
bave found a noble Structure, but was
difappoiated, for the firft Floor was on-
ly three Rooms and a Gallery, which
leads into the Garden. A Man muft
have a care here not to tread upon a
certain round piece of white Marble;
becaufe the Perfians holding it in great
Veneration, as a Stone. of Mortufale,

whoever fhould Tranfgrefs would be Ba-
ftonado’d. I fiw there two indifferent
Gardens with Almond, and Apricot-
Trees, whereof there is great plenty in
Tauris, and feveral forts of Rofes. In
one of them was a {inall Apartment, to
take the Air-in Summer: Faving given
the Gardiner a Gratvity, 1 went on to
take a better View of the Mofch of Of-
manlu, which is che beft in Tawris, and
the Perfians let it go to Ruin as Pollated
and Heretical; becaufe it was Built by
the Sunnis, who areFollowers of Omar,
as was faid above. This Structure is
fquare, and the Front of it over the

Ofmanin
Mofch.

great Gate, to which there is an Afcent -

of eight Steps, is curioufly wronght, al-
moft like Mofaick of curious Blew, Pur-
ple, black and white Tiles, with two
high Towers clofing above like a Tur-
bant, cover’d with the like Work, but
rais’d. Within there are winding Stairs,
but thiat on the left was half beaten
down by Lightning. The Mofeh with-
in is adorn’d with curious Painting, af-
ter the AMoorifh Fathion, and with Ci-
phers, and Aviabick Letters in Blew, and
Gold, © The Gate of the Mfch is not
four Foot wide, but all of oue piece of
Tranfparent white Stone, 24 Foot high,

and 12 in breadth. Here'is a Mifake in Note.

the Author mentioning two [everal breadshs
which I know not how to reconcile, the Rea-
der may judge of it. The Cupola is 32
paces Diameter, with the fame fort of
Work within, fcarce to be out-done by
the curious Pencil. It is fupported by
12 Marble Pillars within, and by 16
without, which are very high, and each
of them fix Foot fquare, with Niches on
the out-fides to leave the Shooes, as is
Pra@is'd by the Mubometans. About it
is a Rail wicth Doors to go from one fide
to the other. There is a way round
three parts of it, for the fourth leads
to another lefs Cupola, but more Beau-
tiful, and Gilt. The Pavement is of
bright Marble, like that of the Front,
and the Pillars are cas’d with it eight
Spans from the Ground. This Cupola
is carionfly adorn’d about with a fort
of Violet colour Work, fet off with
Flowers of Gold'; and the Pavement is
two Spans lower than that of the firft,
The out-fide of the great Cupola is co-
ver’d with green Tiles, with {mall white
Flowers, and the other with white Stars
on a black Ground, which are Pleafant
to behold. Within the Mofch on the
left Hand, is a Walnut-Tree Seat rais’d
upod fix Steps leaning againft the Wall
of the firft Cupola; and on the right

another

1
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Heathen
Temples.

another of the fame fort, but better
Workmanfhip. Aboat it is a fmall Rail,
with 14 Steps up toit. On the South-
fide there are two great Tranfparent
Stones, which look red when the Sun
fhines on them.  This they fay is a fort
of Alabaffer, made by the petrifying of
the Water, a Day’s Journy from Tau-
risy, where it foon hardens in a Ditch.
Jt1s much Efteem’d by that Nation, who
place it on their Tombs, and make Cups
and other Curiofities of it, which they
prefent as a Rarity at {/' ahan, . All Peo-
{u/{;: upanimoufly affirm cf it was petrify’d

ater 3 denying that pofitively which
Tavernier {peaks of at the Carevanfera
above mention’d.

On' the other fide of the Street, czg-
pofite to this Mofch, is ftill ftanding the
Front of the Palace of the Great Prieft,
or Schec-Iman, artificially Built of feve-
ral colour’d Stones.

In my Return home, I went to fee
two Heathen Temples, call'd Uria-Schi-
ageret, that is, Mafter and Scholar.

hey are both of them at a diftance
from the Street,  That on the left, com-
ing into the City, is the leaft, and
Square, with two great Gates, and 30
Windows about it. The Cupola which
had been Round, was fallen. The Tem-
Ele on the right is of the fame Structure,

ut much bigger. Between the great
Gate and the Aimeidan, there are two
vaflt Pillats ftanding, which appear to
have fupported another Temple near
the other two. The Fronts are of the

fame Workmanthip before mention’d 5

but the Strudure, tho’ very thick, is of
good Brick, and fo antient, that it can-
not laft long.

Two Musket-fhot farther is the curi-
ous large Front of a Mofch of the fame
Workmanfhip, going to Ruin. Going
in (leaping over the Marble of Aoreo-
fale,) there appears a fine large Garden
full of feveral forts of Trees and Flow-
ers; at the end whereof there are fome
great Fabricks, which they fay belong’d
to an old Pagan Temple, call’d Alufcian-
Tazki, which had two Gates on the fides,
ang one in the Front. Thereisalfoa
great Squarc enclos’d with good Brick
Walls, which ferves upon publick Re~
joycings. _

Takiog the Advice of the Capucins,
who courteoufly entertain’d me as their
Gueft, Ileft the Company of Perfians,
to prevent being robb’d by them on the
Road, or at lealk by the Raetars; who
becaufe they are not paid by the AMaho-
mictans, among other Infolencies delight .

i g

in firipping a Fank  Thefe Fellows
e o Tl ca 1o Fus <o b

fore ; tho in Tawrs, becay
City, they took but five Ab,
fafety to expe& fome Company of I
chants, who do not ufe tg ‘ravel up-
Provided, ' ey 1R TR
Tucfday 15th, a Fefuit, a Bare-foot
Carmelice, and an Auguftinian fet out
for Erzerum, after they had been feve-
ral Days in the fame Monaftery of the
Capicins, They rode on Horfes of their
ow\gthught at Taurisy there b_eingigdue
to Hire, but when Caravans go. Thefe
Fathers had gone before by the way of
Bagdar; and when they came to ngf-_- '
manica, a City on the Frontiers, four
Days Journy from Babylon, the Cham,
ot Baffa would not fuffer them to pro-
ceed ; fo that they were oblig’d to
turn fnck to Hamirdan, by the way of
Tanris, in order to go thence to Aleppo,
or Trabezond, and thence to Confbantirio~
glg » but in their Return they were rqbb’g
I‘; the Rq;.tqr.;z ll:lor.h tgf tgei_-r Cl?_aﬂ;s an
ony, eipecially the Portuguefe Augu-
Jimian, who loft eighty C?owns:’“fnd
was imprifon’d with his Servant; nor
did the other two Fremch Fathers meet
with better Ufage, = o

We muft not forget to obferve, that SaltMines.

about Tawris there are good Mines of
white Salt; that within the City there
are excellent frefh Waters, to which
there is fometimes an Afcent of fifty,
or fixty Steps 5 and that there is a Mint
as well as at Erivan, where during my
ftay, they Coin’d Abafis. :
The Capucins Monaftery being near
the Meidan, every Evening at Sun-fet-
ting, I heard the ungrateful Mufick of
Drums and Trumpets, béing the Signal
for all Perfons to fhut ‘ugofnhop, and for
the Guards to feour about thie Barsrs.
At the {ame time the Mullabs cry out
from the tops of Houles, ot from the
Towers like the Turks, calling the Peo-
le to Prayers. About an Hour and a
If after Night, an untuneable Drum
beat, being the Sign for all Perfons to
keep' within Doors ; after which none
niay go without a Light upon pain of
Imprifonment. Two Hours before Day
the fame Drum beat again, to give No-
tice to Shop-Keepers, that the Guard,
or Watch was going off, after havin
walk’d about the Baszars all Night, an
therefore every Man muft look to his
owin.

Wednefday

tisfy them, as has been faid be-

e 578 Abalfit of e,
For this Reafon li’e{bﬁ*ﬂ‘.fﬁgﬁ% i ﬁ?;é :
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OAAN ch:ufday 16th, F. George of. Vene
Gemelli. dofme, a French-Man, and Superior of

1694.  the Monaftery, carry’d me in the Morn-
LAY ing to fee the Bazar Built at a valt Ex-

A great

‘or Ti

pence by Mirca-Sadoc, whillt he was
Great, and Intendant of the Province of
Abdergiam, all cover’d with large Bricks,

_'fcs hardned in the Sun. Near ic
we {aw a Caravanfera, a Bath, and Cof-
fee-Houfe, Built by the fame Man, with
a prodigious Trench fifty Foot decp,
fixty in length, and forty in breadth,
to keep Ice, taken out of a Paol, where
the Water foon Freezes. Clofe by it is
a College to Inftru& the Perfian Youth,
witha Mefechinit. ., ., g .0
Next we went to {ee the Mefch, Ca-

i

 yavanfera, Coffce-Houfe, and Ice-Houfe

made by Mirza-lbrabim, Brother to
Mirza-Sadoc, who had, the Charge of
Muftofi Mumalek, or High Chancellor.
There is a great Gate to the Mofch,
whofe Front and Cupola are cutioufly
adorn’d with Tiles of feveral Colours
ingenioufly plac’d. Firft there is a fine,
but fmall Garden, on the one fide where-
of is a little, but neat Mojeh, with two
little Towers on the fides, handfomly
cover’d with the fame Tiles. Oppofite
to it is a Divan with fuch like Towers,
and a great Fouatain of Water béfore
it to make the Dwelling the pleafanter,
all adorn’d after the fame manner with
Stones. At a fmall diftance is another
little Adofce, fer off after the fame man-
ner. kit iy

 Thence we went to the Palace of
Mirza-Taer, Son 1o Mirza-Ibrabim, then
Vizier of Abderbégiam (the beft of four
there arc in Perfia) in his Father’s Place,
who was employ’'d in receiving the Re-
venues of two Provinces., The outward
Structure was of Mud, made but a bafe
Appearance ; but ﬁoing in I faw a fine
Garden with feveral Water-works, and
beautify’d with Trees and Flowers.
Thence I went I1111 to fee the %ﬁmmer
Apartments, The Aram, or Womens
Fos pent, and a ftately Divan, tho’

i

iiflrd, to Adminifter Juftice ; all

adorn’d with Marble, ard well enongh

inted after the Country fathion. On
the two fides -there were four curious
rble Stones fix’'d in the Wall, being
i¢ as Alabafter, with a great
¢ middle. Here I much
mmetry and Proportion
erve in their Apartments,
Vindows and Balconies,
and Paiatings. On the
the Garden was the Win-
ﬁmlh’ﬂ, with a Hf-':
LIV T

tie Divan, but curioufly painted, and
gilt with feveral Flowers in Blew and
Gold after the Arabiar manner. We
alfo faw another little but curious Gar-
den, and another Divan well fet out,
adjoyning to which there were very de-
licae lictle Rooms, all Gilt and Painted,
with fome Looking-Glafles fix’d on the
Wall, oppofite to one another, as alfo
+@ Chimney adorn’d with the fame Glafs,
which with the Reflexion of the Sun
dazled the Eyes. The Floor was cover’d
with good Perfian Carpets, and in the
Rooms there were Alabafter Fountains
to pleafe the Eye; the whole well e«
nough  contriv’d by the Ingenions Perfis
ans; according to the aforefaid Mirzas
Taer’s good Fancy., He has alfo Boilt'a
good Caravanfera in the Meidan, which
is therefore call’d Airze-Taer, and ano-
ther where Mony was aGually Coin’d 3
both of them large and good Stroftures.
He has alfo an admirable Garden on
that fide of the City next Ipahan, in
which there are all forts of Ewropean
Fruit, and by it two Pleafure-Houfes.
Near this Palace are thofe Built by A4~
za-Sadoc, and Mirz.a-Ibrabins, his Father
and Uncle, which are truly Magnificent
both as to their Stru@®ure, and inward
Ornament. o

Returning by the Mint, 1 wentin to
fee a large Cupola ¢lofe by it, which
the Perflans call Eyffara, in which were
the riclielf, and moff valiable Comnio-
dities of the City. = Near it is the Gold-
{fimicths, and Silverfiniths Street, with
ftately Arches of curious Brick, but co-
ver'd like all the Streets and Bazars in
the Eaft. :

Thurfday 17th, pafling through the
Place where the Gallows ftands, I took
notice of a Superftition, or Folly of the
Barren Perfian Women ; who go three
or four times under the Gallows, whillt
the Bodies of Melafaftors who were aétu-
ally Hanging ; which I fhould fcarce have
beliey'd, had I not feen i, They imae
gine the dead Body can infuf¢ Fruitful-
nefs into the Womb, and make them
breed Children ; ‘and fo they Conceit,
and hold it for Certain, That pafling
feveral times over the Aquedn®, which
conveys the Water from the Bath, wiisre
‘Men are aGually Bathing, they receive
the fame Virtue of Conceiving, I bes
lieve the Bath may make then: Frt:{ttuf,
but not the Gallows with the dead Bo-

dies. . it o
Inftead of Razors()v_thc Men pull up
their Beard, and che Women their Down
with Pinacers, which puts the Men to
: Q great

Superftiti-
on of Bar-
ren Wo-
men,
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great Pain, drawing out the Root that
it may not grow again, for they fear
that if they fhould take it off with an
Ointment, as the Twrkifh Women do,
the Skin would grow hard.

Three Miles from Tauris is a Gold
Mine, but the Coft being greater than
the Profit, they have given over work-
ing at it. Four Days Journy from the
fame City is another of Copper, which
brings a great Income into the King’s
Coffers.

Whillt T expected the fetting out of
one Fus-Bafci, a Georgian Renegado,
who was to go to the Court of Jfpahan ;
to avoid Idlenefs, I rode to take the Air
out of the City, in the Company of a
French-Man, who was acquainted with
the Country, and well known by Per-
fons of Quality. When we had gone
two Miles, we faw upon the right Hand
on a Mountain a Bridge fifty Paces long
with ftately Arches, of no ufe to the
Publick, becaufe there never was any

Water there, nor is it poffible to carry
any thither. Asking what that Bridge
was Built for, they told me that a 1l
lah defiring to be fpoken of by the King
had Built it; knowing that Scis-.4bas
the Firlt, King of Perfiz, was to come
to Tauris, and could not come any other
way. The King accordingly coming,
and enquiring after that ufelefs Seru.
&ure, the Mullah, who was at hand an-
fwer’d. Sir, it was I that Builc it, that
when Your Majefty came you might en-
qQuire who did it. Others fay it was
Builc by a Woman. ;

Going two Miles from thence, and
looking towards the North, on a Moun-
wain not far diftant from the City, I
faw the Ruins of a Mofch, and below it
a Fort and Temple both deftroy’d and
abandon’d by the Perfians, as being
Built by the Turks ; but there is 2 Mo-
naftery entire on the Brink of the Pre-
cipice.

CHAP IL
The Defeription of the Cities on the Road to Kom.

Eturping to the Monaftery in the

A\ Evening, Iwas informd that the
Jits-Bafci, who is a Captain of 100 Men
of ‘the’ Country Troops was upon his
Departure ; therefore making the beft
Provifion I could in hafte, I fet out at
two in the Morning on Friday the 18th,
with Malachy the Armenian. ” We went
to the Fus-Bafos’s Houfe, and ftay’d half
an Hour till he was ready, after which

. he mounted with only twelve Followers,

moft of them unarm’d ; and this be-
caufe, tho’ the King pays for 100 Men,
cither he has them not, or elfe Lifts
Townf-men, who have never handled
Weapons, and makes his Advantage of
their Pay. 'We Travell’d all Night over
the Plain between barren Mountains,
and at break of Day after riding twenty
Miles in feven Hours, came to the Ca-
ravanfera of Sciemli, Built betwixt thofe
Mountains by Scia-Sofi, King of Perfia.
It is a good Strufture, wich a noble
Front fit to contain 100 Perfons, and
their Horfes ; becaufe the Country be-
tween Tauris and Ifpaban, and Ormmus
and Zfpahan is Inhabited, and there is
need of fuch good large Caravanferas.
Here the Rarrars are, who take an Abaffi
for every Horfe ; but I paid it not on

\ b4

the Score of the Fus-Bafei, who was
much refpected on that Road. Having
firft climb’d, and then gou down a pro-
digious Mountain, we pafi’d by a Lake
full of wild Geefe. Thence there are
two Roads to Jfpaban ; the one through
Ardevil and Cafbin, leaving the Lake on
the right, and riding along the Moun-
tains ; and the other through Kom and
Kafcian, leaving the Lake on the lef.
This way we took, riding ten Miles
through a well cultivated Copntry to
the Village of Agia-Aga, to which we
came before Noon. There we found a
good Caravanfera; but Malachy and I
Lodg'd in a Turk’s Houfe.  The Nighe
at this time of the Year is very Cold in
Perfia, and the Day as hot as in Lealy.
We lay ftill the remaining part of Sa-
turday 1oth; And,

Sunday 20th, waiting for the Cool of
the Nighe to fet out, my Horfe getting
loofe, took fiich a Run, that I thoughe
I'hould never have feen him again ; but
a Moor mounting another follow’d, and
brought him back. At Sun-fet we con-
tin’d our_Journy over the Plain, and
there fell a mighty Rain, which lafted
feveral Hours, making it {o Dark, that
we could not fee our way; fo that we

wander’d

S,
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A wander’d half the Night. This oblig’d
Gemelli, s to take a Quide at a Village, whe
1694. Conducted us to the Caravanfera of Gui-
WY lach, having rode fifteen Miles in fix
~ Hours. My Horfe falling in the Da
 into.a Ditch, broke one of my Piitol
and I was well wafb'd. . 0

. Monday 211, we refted aboutanHour

in this Caravanfera; and then fer out
-tol_qn‘qu__.‘ the  cot kl!'g not that our
Lodging was bad 5 the has

) vi;}fﬁpn, Buile mﬁ? great Coft by a

vich Citizen of the Province of Guilan,

whofe Name it bears. Ten Miles from
Coraven-it-we pal’d by the Garavanjera of Dau-
feras in " [ery Ba ,F_Wid{ Stoie, whereas the others
Perfia. m{o?\griék. r lll {l"fh‘ .:here‘af: E_Qod
Caravanferas every four Leagues. [Light

Miles further we came before Noon. to
the Viilage of Caraccimar, feated in a
Valley.  The Couutry we Travelld
chrough that Night was Plain, but the
next Day Mountainous, yet well Culti-
vated, there being o part of it walt;
and I can avouch there is no Plain fo

' Green on the Frootiers of Perfis. or
Turky at that time of the Year. This
is the Reafon that Proviions are {0 Plen-
tifol,; thata Man may fave Bread enough
to ferve him 3 [y for @ Tornefe of Na-
ples, which s lefs than a Penny.  But
the Ground is [tiff, and they are forc'd *

> Plow with folir or lix Oxen; aChild
fitting on the Yoke of the foremoft to
keep them going. ey

)iy ‘%hgf}ufsa es  would needs have me
~ dine with him, exprefling much kind,

~ nefs,a thing rareamong the Perjuans,who
il ﬁﬁf?sﬁuphd eating wi-_‘.ﬁ(, Chrifti-
1}:&';" ‘ans, and think their touchiog of Meat,
§is Lite pollutes it; but he being a Grorgian Re-
egado was not o precife. During the
Dinner he told meail bis Life, faying,
he was the Son of a Prince of Geergia,and
had but’ lately tecover’d his Liberty,
' after two Years Imprifonment at Tauris,
where he had Chatas on his Hand, Neck
and Feet, having been mifreprefented
to the King by his Enemies, and being
now reltor’d to favour, he was going to
fee the King, and a Brother he had that
was. Surveyer of the Mint, whom he
had not {een for 14 Years paft. . Others
told me he had been Imprifon’d on ac-
count of his Extortions in fome Villages
of Armenians, where he had the Com-
mand, who at laft fent their complaints
to Court. We difcours’d about the op-
portonicy the King of Perfia then had,
of making War upon the Taurk, andhow
eafy it were for him to Conquer what
he pleas’d. B_eﬁéd{:_he and every body
, 0

] b

Fraaty

I'Vo

the Caravanfera ha-

el.Eé deﬁr’dlr, “but that the King fjé'i'ng

wholly taken up with _:lf!e Pleafures of
the Aram, let flip fo favodrable an op-

portumity, . G-
: I"%s a Being almoft down, and the
at of his Rays abated, we cforwards
and cravelling 21 Milés in 7 Hours thro’
an uneven Country, but cultivated and
well Peopl'd, we came to the Village
of Fus-Bafii-Candi, leaving behiad us
theopen Town of Twrcaman, feated in
the midt of a Valley. The Fus-Bafcs
continu’d his Perfian civility at Dinner,
making ufe of his Hand inflead of a
Spoon; and taking up the Rice by hand-
fuls to puc iuto mine, and Malachy’s
Plate ; a Swinifh civility i:f_.é‘nwpé, but
a greal compliment in Afis.  There the
Rice 18 brought in one Difh, and the
Elefh in another, which are diftributed
by the chief of the Guefls.  'When Din.
ner was over, the Fus. Bafei [tood a good
while with his Hands up in the Air,
waiting for warm Water to walh off the
Greafe, . N _

Some of the Inhabitants came to fee
mein thisVillage,theReport being (pread Eafinefs of
abroad, that 1 was an Ambaffador feng the Perf-
to the King, by the Chriltian Princes,
and would not make kaown my Cha«
racter, till I came to' fpahar. They
were the more eafily induc’d to believe
it by their owa Praftice, becaufe they
receive any Perfon as an Ambaffador,
that briags but a Letter of recommen-
dation to theKing from any Frince in/Zee-
ly 5 and the:pfdrc he that comes inthisNa-
ture, is receiv’d with the great Honour by
firft Cham, upon the Frontiers,who at the
Kiug’s expence Conduéts him to ancther
Governor’s Liberty, tillhe is brought
to the King at Jjpakan, Several Mer-
chants_procure fuch Létters, to fpare
the chargeof Cuftoms, and the Guards
on the Roads, as allo to be carry’d all
the way at the King’s expence. Here
we were warn'd to be upon our Guard
for fear-of Thieves; becanfe the Inha~
bitaits of the Village of Aana being
run away, uot being able to pay the
Taxes, and having no other way to
live, many of ’em wandred about to Rob
Travellers. This did not much fright
me, knowing they were moft of them
ynarm’d. .

We refted here all the remainiag Jmﬂ;
of the day in a Perfian’s Houf, and fe&
out towards Night. An hour afcgr a
good fhore of Rain fell, which made it fo
dark that we were forced to takea Lan-
thorn and a Guide. After 3 Hours rid-
ing the. Jus-Bafc; would reft mear 4

; Q2 River

QL
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River. We fet forward zgain two
Hours before day, and travelling over
Barren Mountains and Valleys dbout

LA Sun-rifing, after riding 15 Miles in §

A high

Mountain.

Hours, fonnd our felves in_the afore-
faid Village of Miana, a dirty place,
as being feated among Marfhes. There
was no Soul in it; for as 1 faid, they
were all fled, leaving their Hotfes and
Goods. There were only two Ratrars,
who durft not come near us. e faw
an excellentCaravanfera new built,and an-
other gone to Ruin. The Country was
not bad,and will certainly be peopled a-
gain. :
Four Miles from the Village we crofs’d
the great River of Miara, where there
was once a Bridge of thirty Arches,
whereof only fix are now ftanding, We
forded over all the four Branches it is
divided into, the laft of which is fo
deep that in Winter there is no pal-
fing it a Horfe-back, but on Camels.
Then we afcended a Mountain call’d
Kaplantu, the highelt in the Road to J/-

aban, which on the other fide has a
ong upright defcent to the River, over
which there is an excellent Bridge of
three Arches, newly built, call'd Cefi-
lofan. This River as well as that be-
ore mention’d, after croffing the Pro-
vince of Ghilan, where they are both
of theém drawn out into feveral Tren-
ches to water the Corn, run down to
the Cafpian Sea. The Villages about
this Mountain pay nothing to the King,
becaufe they belong to the Mofch of Ar-
devil, where there are fome Tombs of
Kings of Perfia, and that of Scia-Sofe
accounted a Saint, for which reafon all
the Perfians go thither in Pilgrimages.
Thae AMofch has 8ocooo Crowns Re-
venue, diftributed among the Poor, and
the Priefts belonging to it. Not far
from the aforefaid Bridge is a Rock a-
part from the reft, where there appear
fome remains of antient Fortifications,
and of a Caftle on the Top. The ¥4/~
Bafci told me a Woman had built that
Fort, fne whilft fne liv’d being poffefs'd
of the City and Places about the Moun-
tains, which conld never be taken from
her becaufe of the narrow Paffes on the
Hills, Having travell’d 33 Miles in 11
Hours through a barren Country, a-
boundin only in Liquorice and Thieves,
we halted b-fore Noon at the Caravan-
fera of Sin=Maisva, feated on a Moun-
tain, with feven weli built Towers,
which at a diftance make it look like a
Caftle. There were abindance of Par-
tridges 4l about, but as hard as Stones,

ahd of another Colout and Taft than
ours; there are fome like ours, bit on
thj&l !\ﬂ:iuhtaii_gits.{"fé S :
It is not fo fafe Travelling in Per

as I had thonght 5 for a B‘Iat%may- Ilgtﬁt’
upon Robbers, of Ciapars, whichare the
King’s Meflengers, who carry Letters
from one Province to another, by Or-
der of the Goverhorsor Princes. Thefe
have Authotity to take away any Man’s
Horfe they meect on the Road, which
they ufually fend back a day or twoalter,
and they but a Stranger to very great
Trouble.

 The Rarars having Intelligence fent
them by the Odabafci, or Overieer of the

_ Carawanfers came in the Evening, but;

feeing che Fus-Bafci, durft not demand
the Duty; but asking him leave to
pradife their cheating Power upon
me and Malachy, he chid and fent them
away.

_ Wednt[day 23d, about Night we con-
tinw’d our Journey, and about two Hours
after began the ufual Rain with Thun-
der and Lightning. Two Hours before
day we pafs'd by the Caravanfera of Sar-
cefma, well buile of Brick, with four
Towers at the four Angles. So we
Travell’d 15 Miles in five Hours and a
half through a barren Country, and un-
fit for Plowing. Having refted an Hour
and a half we advanc’d 25 Miles farther
in 7 Hours and a half, and came atlaft
in the Morning, to the Village of Nih-
ba, where we unloaded the Beafts in

the Caravanfern call'd Nichbe. To a- Cerevanfe-

void fo often repeating the fame thing,
I muft obferve once for all, that the
Caravanfera’s in Perfia, are all built wich
Brick, aftér the fame Model, and are
Largeand Magnificent 5 but fo uniform
and well proportion’d, that they are
not inferior to the beft Strucures in Eu-
répe. About the Court are the Rooms
for Travellers, who if they will not put
their Horfesinto the large Stables, which
are behind, may tye them before their
Rooms toa Stone with a hole in it, plac’d
there for that purpofe. In the Stables
over the Mangers, there are Niches for
the Muletiers or Grooms to lie, who na-
turally love being there better than elfe-
where. This Caravanfera of Nichbe has
four Towers at the Angles, and an ex-
celfent Front, where on along piece of
fine Marble, the Founders Name and
Quality is writ in Arabick Charaters ;
for thefe Cuaravanferas are commonly
builc by Rich Perfons for the Benefit of
their Souls. The lower part of the
strufture is of white and red Stone,
mix’d like Marble. Ha-

Dangers
on the
Road in
Perfias

rasde-
ferib’d.

S,



et g

G

AAN Having refted the remainin part of
Gemelli. Thin[iday 24th, we fet one hcgw
1694, ni

LN wes ot fo clear bue that we 'went out

fore Mid«
by the Light of a Lantborn; which

of our way twice, which we afterwards
found out by the natural Brightnefs of
the ferene Air. Having Travell’d 24
Miles in cight Flours through an uneven-
Country, we came to Za
Town, but Dirty, whofe Houfes were
ill Built with Mud, and in no Order.
But there are excelleny Gardens with
variety of Fruiv and Flowers, as alfo
Trees for Fuel, d by the Induftry
of the Natives (a Rarity in that part
of the Country, where there is not a
TFree to be feen all dbout to fhelter a

Man ) and with that Wood they give

tlwbglre fome n;ybigag!ew;r ;o‘ g:d on%
it being generally madé of the Dung o
tﬁmm What 1.moft admir’d, is,
That the’ there was fuch farcity of
Trees, yet the Gentry and Country
People all carry’d Clubs in their Hards,

which they call Afes. . At
We thought to have gone on that

fame Day to Swlramia, Ut confiderine

the Horfes had the pay before Travell

forty Miles and better, and to fave Ex-
p&ﬁ:’lg our felves to the Sun, we alter’d
our Minds, and ftay’d in a Coffee-Houle,
where we refted all Friday 25th, enjb{;
the frefh Air all the while by t
oife of a cold large Spring which rifes
in the midft of it, preferring our Stay
here before the good Caravanfera at Zin-
an. The Rattars came to the Coffee-
ﬁ&; ‘bot durft not demand any thing.
After Supper we mounted, ten Turks,
and two of the Kings Soldiers joyning
g’:o::i:c Travel!:gi without a Latgthorn
throvgh a plaih dry Country, the Sky
beiog Bright, and pafling by the little
Caravanfera of 3»{5, at the end of nine
Miles, at break of Day on Sacurday 26th,
after Travelling fifteen Miles further we
came to Sultania. Al
- This City was formerly feveral times
the Court of the Kings of Perfie; and
the great Stroctures laid Level wich the
' make it appear that it would
ftill be one of the beft Cities in the
Ringdom, had it not been deftroy'd by
its own Kings, and not by Twmerlay.
There ftill remain the Ruins of three
Mofchs, whofe Cupola’s and Towers
were coverd with Tiles of feveral Co-
lours. One of them has the twe front
'Ibweg‘s Eillrftanggng, but Withoor? the
' y realon of their extraordinar
T e

efs of

Sultania. is feated ina Valiey; whofs
greateft breadth from Eaft to Weft je
not above 3 Leagues. Its Compafs is
of many ‘Mues, becavfe of the abup-
dance of Fields, Gardens, and ruin’d
Houfes there are in it. Some few poor
Houfes flill ftanding are ill contriv’d
the Bafar is only one long Streer, and
the Caravanfera but very indificrent.

The Airds not wholfome by reafon of
the neigbouring Marfhes. It is govern'd
by @ Cham, to whom the adjacent Parts
arealfo fubjedt. - We thonld not have ta-

kenthe way of Sultania, but another two
Miles from it on the left, where is the
vfual Caravanferafor the Coravay of Ifpa-
han.  'We. came this ‘way becaufe the

Fus-Bafei had fome Bufinefs. The Rape

tars came to vs 1o play their purt, and

went fieft to Aalachy, who to avoid pay-

ing feign'd himfelf a Georgian, and inquis
ring atter me, told chem I was 2 Zrank

that went to /fpahan to ferve the Ring.

Hearing this and fecing us with the Fus<

Bafei, aPerfon in Authority, they took

our Words.  The fame Man fav’d me a

Tomaa, which is worthnineteen Crowns

Naples 5, which wasthe fum a Sevvanc

of the Kings Meflenger demanded to pay

all the Rarears- their due.

That fame Daywe fet out two Hours
after Night, having firft ficted the Fus
RBafci’s Servants Piftols, for fear of Robs
bers. - We travell'd all Night through 4
plain Country well cultivated,” wichoue
meeting any fufpicious Perfon ; buc had
there been occalion we muft have built a
{mall Fort to plant a Falconet, oac of the
Kings Souldieys that was with us cariy'd
inftead 'of a Musket. For:my part |
could fearce lifr it from the Ground,
nor can I imagin how he could fire i,
After three Leagues riding we pafi’d by
the Caravanfera of Alih-hper, and then
by that of Talife, and having travelid
twenty eight Miles amid® Mountains in
ten Hours, came on Sunday 27th, to Ha-
bar.  We fhould have pafi’d through
the Village of Xorandera, bot took this
way for our conveniency.

We found out this antient City, ds #uber Ci-

it were in a Labyrinth of large and cu- ty.
rious Gardens, encloff’d with ‘Muod-
Walls and high Poplar-Trees. In the
Gardens there are good Apples, Pears,
Cherries, Plambs, Grapes zad other
forts ; as .alfo the fineft Rofes in the
World, {o that as the time of the Year
then was, a Man could not defire a
pleafanter Place to paf$ his time, than
amidft che cool and fragrant Solitudes

. : of
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of this City. We lay in a finall Cara-
vanfera of a Muddy Strudure, as 13 the
fafhion of that Country, with very cool
Arch’d fmall Rooms. Near to it was a
large Mofch much decay’d, particularly
the Cloifter, in which was a Fifh Pond

with good cool Water.

As for the City, tho’ ruin’d, it is of:

a vaft Compafs, becaufe of the Gar-
dens, which make all about them look
more like a Wood then a City.

We mounted again two Hours after
Night, in the Company of ten of the
Townfmen known to the Fus-Bafci.
Having rode eighteen Miles in five Hours
over barren Plains, we pafs'd by the Vil-
lage of Parfein, encompafs’d with good
Gardens, and furnif’d with a conveni-
ent Caravanfera. Here we met a Great
Man with a Retinue of fifty Men a
Horfe-back, and a Ciapar that conduét-
ed him.

All the Country about this Place be-
ing Fruitful, is well Peopled, but from
thence forward Barren and Untill'd.
We met here a Caravan of a thoufand
Horfes going from .Ardevil to Tasurss,
Holding on our way ftill over a plain
Country ;after riding twenty fix Miles in
fix Hours, we fet up before Noon in the
{mall Caravanfera, feated in the Village
of Xeare the other great onc without
being gone to Ruin,  Here we with'd
for the cool Waters of Zangan, Sultania;
and Habar, this Placeaffording none but
what was very Bad and Brackifh. This
Village was once for the molt part upon
the Hill, but many Houfes going to
Ruin, as being Buile with Mud, feveral
Families are come down to live in the

- Plain. The Soil produces good Wine

and Froit.

Munday 28th at Sun fet, we conti-
nu’d our Journey by Moon-light , and
riding eighteen Miles in fix Hours
through a barren uncultivated Country,
came 0 Senava where we refted till
Day. This Village is on the Plain, and
has good Houfes, and Gardens, and a
Caravanfera. 1t is famous for good Nuts.

Tuefday 20th, continuing our Journey
we faw a fort of wild Cattle feeding on
the Plain, which are very good Meat,
call'd by the Perfians, Geiran, or Gar-
cellis, which we have not in Zraly. Their
Hair is like a Buck, and they run like
Dogs without leaping; at Night they
feed on the Plaias in Flocks, and in the
Morning return to the Mountains. Hav-
ing travelld twelve Miles further in
four Hours, we put into the Village of
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Karafanch.  Here we enjoy’d the cool
Air under tall Maple Trees there are a-
long the fide of a Brook. No Village
in Perfia is without one, which is the
caufe of the continual greennefs of the
Fields, and of the plenty of pleafant
Fruit Trees in their many delightful
Gardens. - Thence we went to Dine in
certain Honfes buile on purpofe for the
Entertainment of Travellers.

In the Afternoon came the Country
Rattars, and entring my Room very much
admir’d my Buckskin-Breeches for riding.
Some of them faid they were Durch-cloth,
others that they were Leather. Malachy
being ask’d the Queftion, to play upon
them, faid, 1 was a Wreftler, becaufe
the Wreftlers in Perfia wear fuch. They
anfwer’d,- I was too lean for that fpore,-
but Malachy knowing that their Wreft-
lers exercife themfelves dayly in lifting
and carrying great weights, anfwer’d, I
was grown lean with too much exercife.
The Fellows faid they would be glad to
feeit, and fome of them would Wreftle
with me. Come in the Morning, faid
Malachy, and you will fee him do fuch
things as will altonith you; but as for

Wreftling he will not be gnilty of Mur-
dering any of you, for hegwo_uyd cerca]il;-'-

ly throw you fo that you would never
rife.  But he will go to Ifpaban and do all
the King fhall order him. Thus we di-
verted the tedious Hours of the Day
playing upon their Ignorance, and paffing
the time till the Fus-Bafei’s Servants had
drefS’d a Lamb for Supper. = At laft the
Rattars taking Malachy for a Georgian,
and me for the King’s Wreftler, went a-
way without any Mony 5 for near I/paban
they are not {o infolent, and dare not a-
bufea Frank ; efpecially #f they believe
he is going to ferve the King.

Mounting again in the Evening on
Tuefday 29th we proceeded on ofir four-
ney, and riding near 20 Miles in 6 Hours
came to the Caravanfera of Rebegiup.
This Caravanfera is Large and well Built,
with a lofty Arch at the Entrance, and
four Towers on the Angles, tho’ feated
in a defert Plain, without any Village
near it.  Then travelling 12 Miles fur-
ther in 4 Hours, we refted at fuch ano-
ther Caravanfera call’'d Kofchkeria. 'Then
going on as many Miles more on Wednef-
day 30th, we came to the Caravanfera
and Village of Dongh, where the two a-
foremention’d Roads to Jfpahar meet.
Three Miles from this is another good
Caravanfera , for thofe that come from
Ardevil and Casbin, = That of Dongh is

fingular

L]
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reft have Rooms about the Court with
Arches before them to fleep in Summer,

WL and Places behind for the Horfes, this

Cheap
Travel-

ling in
Perfia.

Meflens
gers,

The Fus-

on the contrary is only a continued Row
of open Arches, the Founder being re-
folv’d that Travellers fhould lie cool there
all Weathers. TheStructure is of good

Brick, and all the Front is a large In- .

{cription, containing as I was told, the
Founder’s Name, and peculiar Virtues.
At a {mall diftance is a good Fountain
of cool Water.

Before we proceed any further it is
proper to obferve, that it is very cheap
Travelling through all the Dominions of
Perfia.  For in the firft place, whether
a Man buys or hires a Horfe the rate is
very eafie, and Provifions are fold for a
{mall matter, by reafon the Perfians are
fparing and Temperate ; living a whole

-Day upon a little Cheefe, or four Milk,
‘in which they dip the Country Bread,

which is as thin as a Wafer , infipid,
and of the colour of a Pomice Stone. At
Noon and Night they add to it a licde
Rice, or Pilao, fometimes boyl’d in fair
Water. 1 wasnot ableto hold out with

* that fare, and fometimes made Provifion

of Eggs and Lamb in the Villages we
pafs’d through; treating the Fus-Bafer,
as I did my felf alfo with good Wine and
Brandy. Only Wood is dear thete, and
therefore inftead of it they make ufe of
Dung. About Dongh 1 took notice of
the Folly of the Natives, who tho’ they
have excellent Grapes, do not know
how to preferve the Wine, but put the
Muft under Ground into Cifterns daub’d
with Lime.

That very Morning we met an Ex-
refs a-foot coming ifrom Jfpaban. He
ad fix Horfe-Bells hanging about his

Girdle, juft like the Mules of our Mef=
fengers. Thisthey do both to be known,
and to chear them to walk. Thofe that
ferve Princes may have to the number
of Twelve, and othersaccording to their
Quality. A ]

To return to our Fus-Bafci, his Be-
haviour was rather like a Courtier than
Courteous ; for if he Eat or Drank; he
faid it was for my fake; and I would
have been glad he: had been more {par-
ing of his Favours. He alfo reprel_gﬂ ~
ed it as a great piece of Refpedt and
Civility that he did not buy a Horfe,
knowing I was about him. 3150}

That fame Wednefdday about vening
we fet forward , without fearing the
change of Weather and Rain, as we
did at Tauris, Having rode twelve

Miles in four Hours (I meafured the
way after this manner, becaufe the Per-
Sian differ from the Turkifh Leagues, and
are not always alike) we pafls’d by a Ca-
ravanfera; and ten Miles further gone
in four Hours, came to the City Seva,
where we lodg’d in a Caravanfera made
of Mud.

The City Sava is feated in a fruitful
Plain, with abundance of Villages about
it; and looks handfom tho’ many of
the Houfes are of Mud. The Walls
which are four Miles in Compafs, are
fallen ‘down in feveral Places, only
walh’d away by the Rains; which has
been the Fate of the Fort ftanding on the
Top of a Hill. There would be good
Mofchs were they not roin’d with Age.
The principal Trade of this City con-
fifts in certain finall long Furrs, which
not only the Perfians, but all the Chri-
ftians of the Eaft ufe for lining their
Garments and Caps.

Leaving the City Sava on Thur(day
the tft of Fuly, five Miles from it,” we
faw on a high Ground another ruin’d
Fort;-in which was a good Ciftern, be-
caufé all about there, tho’ they have
good Brooks, they ufe Rain-water, and
feven Miles beyond that we crofs’d Eﬁ
River. - We found the Country well cul
tivated, and abundance of Villages for
above three Leagues 5 and after twenty
Miles riding came to the Caravanfers of
Giavar-Abad ; the largeft and beft in
Perfia, were nota great part of it fallen
down, and out of ufe. Therefore they
have Built two others near a good Spring,
where almoft all Travellers Lodge, and
we ftay’d after fix Hours riding.

The Fus-Bafei, whofe Name was Me-
lich-Sader-Beg, had invited me and Ma-
lachy'to a Village of his an Hours riding
from Sava; and we not to Difpleafe
him, had promis’d to go Dine there
on¢ Day. Being to go that fame Day,
we underftood he was gone to the Bath,
and therefore we thonght fit to proceed
on our Journy, charging his Servants to
make our Excufe for us; and the more
becaufe perhaps he would have ftay’d
long in his Village to gather Mony,

Sava CitYs

whereof he ftood in need. This Village Pay of a
was given him by the King for his Life, Fus-B4feis

befides fifty Tomans a Year, the common
Pay of the Fus-Bafci’s, which amounts
to 950 Crowns of our Mony, it being
ufvaly over and above this to give all
thofe that have deferv'd well, and are
in Favour, a Village, which is worth to
them 1000, or 2000 Crowns a Year.
This the King partieularly pra&ifes

with
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with the Georgians, to remove them far
from their Country, that they may not
think of Revolting. But before he gives
them any Employment, he caufes them
to be Circumcis’d either by fair means

or by foul ; knowing that tho’ they be-

not themfelves, yet their Children will
be abfolute Mabhometans. The fame Mif-

fortune had hapned to our Fus-Bafeionce -

Cham of the Province of Gori in Geor=

iz, who blinded with Intereft renounc’d
Chriftianity 3 which his Mother and Si-
frers would not do, tho’ ca::ry’d for that
purpofe to Jfpahan. Yet Difcourfing to-
gether feveral times he told me, he was

not well pleasd with the King; and

that if he did not make good t0 him
200000 Crowns he had been a lofer by
his Imprifonment, he would certainly
go to Rome, and become a Catholick ;
where getting Letters of Recommen-
dation from the Pope, he would go in-
to Hungary to ferve the Emperor againt
the Turks, he well kaowing what to do
on the Black Sea, and the Country a-
bout it, and that his Nephew was alrea-
dy gone away to Femce with 10000
Crowns, - Six Georgian Servants he had
were 10 better Mabomerans then he,
having fuffer’d themfelves to be Circum-
cis’d oaly to follow their Mafter’s For-
tune, never ::%a_rdmg to Pray after the
Mabometan fathion, and Curfing that
falle Prophet. iy

Night drawing on, we fet forward
through a barren Country like that we
had travers’d before, and riding nine
Miles in three Hours faw the Mountain
of Giavar-.Abad, of which they fay Ider-
cait-mas, that is, He that goes to it re-
tarns not 5 it being an old receiv’d Opi-
nion among the Perfians, that many who
have attempted to go up it never came
back ; nor have they any probable Rea-
fon to give for it: No Man thercfore
dares go up for fear of Death; but I
who am not Credulous of fuch Stories,
would certainly have gone had it not
been Night. - Being but nine Miles from
the City Kom, we held on our way thi-
ther, but the Moon fetting, we ftopp’d
at a fmall diftance from the City, ex-

pedting Day to go into it. ~According-’

1y on Friday the 2d of Fuly in the Morn-

Kem City,

ing, we found our felves in a fraitful
Plain about two Miles 1n compals, and
then crofling a fmall River oa a Bridge
of ten Arches newly Built, went to reft
us all that Day in a Caravanfera.

Kowm is feated in 83 Degrees of Lon-
gitnde, and 35 of Latitude, and isabout
ten Miles in Compals, but as well the

Walls as Houfes have been) iy great mea-
fure beaten down by the Rains. Nei-
ther are the Squares beautiful, nor the
Bazars and Shops rich, fhmbeingﬁ:arce
any thing but Frovifions. Buc there are
feveral Mofchs that might be call'd Beay.
tiful, were they not let run to Ruip.
the Natives not regarding to r old
Buildings out of the Vanity of Ereting
new ones ; and they told me that any.
Man who was well to Pafs would thin

himfelf Miferable, fhould he Die wich-
out Founding fome AMofch. The Cara-
vanferas are convenient, and fome of
them have a Floor up Stairs.  The froit-
fulnefs of the Soil plentifully fupplies
the City with Grain, and all forts of
Fruit. Here is good Tirky Leather of
;goocélm made, for the Papuces or

with me, [ went. to fee a Mofch held by much Ho-
| Efteem with that nour'd.

the Perfians, in
of Ardevil, becaufe in it ave the Tombs
of Scim-Sofi, and' Seia-.Abas the Second,
Ksegc‘._-.-p - Perfiay as al® that of Sidi-
Fatima, the Daughter of Iman-FHocen,
who was the Davghter of Mk, and of
Fatima Zubra; the Daughter of Maho-
met. The great Gate of it opens to a
long Square (with Shops on both fides,
and a Caravanfera next the River) over
which is an Infcription in Gold Letters
containing the Praifes of Scis-Abas the
Second. This leads into a longifh Court,
looking more like a Garden, becaufe o
the many Pine Trees there are alon
the way, and this way is alfo enclos’
with two low Walls, to fecure the Ro-
fes, and other Flowers in the middle.
On the right Hand, coming into this
Court, there are {fmall Rooms, where
the Poor Eat their Allowance of Rice,
Flefh and Bread daily given them for the
Alms of the Mofch, according %o the In-
tention of the Founder, There are o~
ther Rooms for Debrors who are not
able to Pay, to retire to, who are alfo
maintain’d by the Mofch; to the great
Lofs of the Creditors, who can expe&
no honelt Compofition from thofe that
Live free Coft, without any Care. The
firlk Court. leads to the fecond, which
is bigger and longith, like the other,
with T'rees about it, and Lodgings for
the inferior Servants of the Mofoh, = At
the end of this is a2 Gate into a third
Square Court, about which are the
Dwellings of the Mullabs or Priefts, and
in the middle a curious Fountain of
Spring-Water. Afcending twelve Steps

.made of Brick, at the foot of a curi-

ous

repair old

I

_That fame Day, taking a Guide along. A Mofih

G,
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ANAA ous Front adorn’d with feveral Colours,
Gemelii. is the Entrance into the fourth Court,

1694.
W

Faima’s
Tomb.

in which there are alfo fome Lodgings,
and the Temple or Mofch, which is
Beautiful to behold on the out-fide.
Of three Gates that appear in Front,
that in the middle leads to the Aojch
that on the Right to the afore-mention’d
Tombs ; and that on the Left to a Hall,
where the Alms are given out to the
Poor ; with this difference, that the
Threfhold of the middlemoft is cover'd
with Silver Plates. Being come to this
Place, the Mulahs, who were within
Reading in certain great Books, as foon
as they faw me, ftood up, and made
Signs to me to come in, and one of them
very civilly led me, all about 5 contrary
to what Tavernier fays, That Chriftians
are not permitted to go into thofe Pla-
ces. 1 found the Mofch was an O&o-
gon, with eight lictle Doors; in the
midft was the Tomb of S8idi- Fatima,
Grand-Daughter to Mahomet, made fo

Difproportionably big to the fimallnefs.

of the Mofch,, that there was fcarce
room e¢nough to pafs between it and the
Wall. '
This Tomb is Square, cover’d with
a rich Pall of Silk and Gold, and round
Silver Bars about it, fixteen Spans long,
placed like Lattices, with Nobs of the
{ame Metal, where they Crols one ano-
ther ; and many Silver and Gold Lamps
hanging about. From the Pavement of
the Aofch, up to the top of the Co-
lumns, that fupport the Gupola, there

is curious Workmanthip in the Tiles, of
feveral Colours ; and the Cupola and
Arches are fet off’ with Arabick Fancies
drawn in Gold, and Azure. On the
right Hand coming in is a large Room
cover’d with good Carpets (as is the
Mofch) where the Alms are given to the
Poor, who ftand in the room adjoyning,
to avoid Confufion.

Going up three Steps fill on the right
of the Aofch, and paflicg through two
Doors, I came into a ftately Hall cover’d
with Carpets, and thence through ano-
ther Door to the Tomb of Scia-Soft,
It is like an Altar four Spans above tfﬁ:
Groand, and cover’d with Gloth of Gold.
The Room is Arch'd with four Doors
on the fides, one of which is fhut, and
anfwers to the Tomb of Sidi-Fatima
another leads to a lictle Cloifter, and
the fourth to the Tomb of Scie-.Abas
the Second. This Tomb is cover’d with
a red Silk ; the Place is round, with
{mall Niches in the Wall for Ornament,
and good Carpets on the Ground (as in
the other) and about it great Books for
the Mullabs to Read. The Walls are
all garnifh’d with Gold and Blew, and
Tiles of feveral Colours handfomly
plac’d after the Fafhion of the Country,
Returning thence I faw another good
Mofch near this.

The Rattars of Kom are not {o Rude
as in other Parts, for they took nothing
of me. In this City there isa Mint, but
they did not Coix when I was there.

G:H A P V.
The Author continues his FJoarmty to Ifpahan.

E° departed  the City with the

found of Drums and Trumpets

that were heard from the Afeidan, or

Market, .or Square, that fame Day be-

ing the 2d of Fuly, about Sun-fetting to

continue our Journey. After riding

twelve Miles in four Hours, we came

to the large Village of Kaffum-Abad,

and reft in onc of the five Caravanfera’s
there are in that Place.

Saturday 3d, we fet out with the Day
on a Sandy Way, and very Barren, which
lafted fix Hours, and fifteen Miles to the
Caravanfera of Abfcirim, that is, frefh
Water ; becaufe there is a Ciltern for
the ufe of all the Caravanfera’s, there
being never a drop of Water for five
Leagues about ; fo that by the way we
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found a Dog dying for Thirft, occaﬁon’g
by a hot Wind that Blows there, an
almoft takes away ones Breath.

We fet out again towards Evening
that fame Day, and at five Miles diltance
pafs’d by the lictle Village of Sinfiz, and
cight further by that of Naffar Abad,
quite deftroy’d ; bit fhewing the Ruins
of good Buildings, where we relted a
while in the open Air, till Sunday 4th,
at break of Day : When departing
thence, we camie two Hours before
Night to the City Cafcian, after riding
twenty Miles in cight Hours. The Soil
for only three Miles about the City was
fic for Tillage.

The City Cafcian is Govern'd by a
Cham, like Kom, and is but little or

R nothing

Jci.;-:qﬁ;s
Tomb,

That of
Sciz-Abass

Cafcian
Cit ¥s



