_13.0" |

A Ve romd e W OR L D.

AN fiothing lefs in Compafs. Its Length is
Gemelli. three Miles, and the Buildings not fo

1994. much Ruin’d as in the other. The Bez~
WY gr’s are Light, and well contriv’d, in

comparifon of the others, which are
every where Dark, and ill Order’d.
Two of them particularly deferve to be
feen, where among other Trades are the
Braziers, who make all Neceffaries of

Brafs and Copper. ' The Streets are al-

o very good, and fo the Caravanfera’s,
which are large, and well Built with
two Apartments. We faw a ftately one
on the right Hand, without the Gate
we went in at, with two great Courts,
in one of which was a Ciftern of Wa-
ter, whither the Merchants in Summer
carry their Beds to lie Cool. Both a-
bove and below, all about the Doors of
the Rooms there is curions Workman-
fhip of Bricks of feveral Colours. Thofe
Caravanfera’s within the City, are not
Built for the good of the Souls of the
Departed, but for private Interelt, eve-
ry Body paying foor Abaffis a Month,
or four Casbis a Night. The principal
Trade of this City is Wronght-Silks ,
on which account an infinite Number of
Merchants refort to it from India, and
other parts of Afia. Malachy fhew’d
me three Ells and a half of Taffers two

Drawing nedr to obferve the Charaders,
that were over the Gate, one of thofe
Soldiers being angry that I had not
made Obeifance to ity according to their
Cuftom, made me do it on my Knees,
with my Forehead on the Stone of the
Threfhold, as to a Royal and Sacred
Place. - '

To return to the City, tho’ it has a

double Wall about it, yet that is fo

Ruin’d, that there is no nced to go a-
bout to the Gates. The beft of them

was that we Enter’d at, which is Hand-

fomne without, and bas a Paflage throngh
high Arches to Bazars, fome of which
have particular Doors to fhut at Night,
when the noify Signal is made with
Fifes and Kettle-Drums from the Me;-
dan.

That fame Sunday we proceeded on
our Journey, and going out of Cafcian,
I perceiv’d the Soil was nothing better,
than what we had Travell'd over from
Kom thither. Among other Mifchiefs,
there blew fuch-a hot Wind, that it
obl;i’d me now and then to lay a wet
Hankerchief upon my bare Skin.  After
riding twelve Miles in four Hours, we
came into Valleys, and then afcending,
refted fome time in the Caravanfera of
Gianr-Abad, well enough Built in thofe

QL

Spans and a quarter wide, which he folitary Mountains.  Six Miles thence , oo
bought for two Abaffis, which is about we came to the Pools made by Seia-Abas gahering

King’s-

eight Carlines of Naples, about three the Second, King of Perfia, the better of Water.
* Shillings {ix Pence Engiifh.

I went to fee the King’s Houfe and

Houfe and Gardens near the Road we came. A
Gardens:  Brook runs through, and divides one of

thefe Gardens ; and along it there are
orderly Rows of Pines, and other Trees
of feveral Sorts, whofe Variety is plea-
fing to the Eye. About the Garden
there are alfo two Ranks of Cyprefs and
Pine-Trees, making a delightful Shade
with their pever fading Green. The
other Garden nearer the City has alfo
abundance of Water, and the Trees

lanted in the fame Order, by which
t appears how much the Perfians ex-
ceed the Twrks in lngennity. The King’s
Houfe (which like all the reft is a San-

&uary for Malefators) has an indiffe- -

rent Front of Tiles of feveral Colours,
according to the Fafhion of the Coun-
try, and good Lodgings within, Before
this Houfe was a Troop of Horfe, cu-
rious to behold, for the variety of Fa-
thions the Soldiers wore on their Heads ;
for fome had Turbants, others plain
Caps, others Plumes of feveral forts,
and others had a perfeét Cilinder in the
middle of the fame Cloth of the Cap.

to fupply Cafcian with Water in Sum-
mer, in cafe the Rivulet that runs thre’
it fhould not fuffice, and yet it is not
very fmall. They fay he had them made,
becaufe finding once the City deferted
by the Inhabitants for want of Water,
he promis’d to remedy that Evil, and
foon after caus’d a Wall above 100 Pa-
ces in length, 30 in thicknefs, and 5o in
height, to be Built between two Moun~-
tains, to keep in the Rain-Water in
Wiater ; and afterwards diftribute it as

need requir'd, through feven Sluices

there are in it. They fhew a Houfe
clofe by, whither they fay the King went
to forward the Work. !

Monday sth, tiding fix Miles by break
of Day, we refted a while at the Vil-
lage of Care, feated amidft the Moun-
tains, which have not a Foot of fruicful
Land. But the Valley in the midft of
them makes amends, with the plenty
and goodnefs of all [orts of Fruit grow-
ing in its Gardens ( which are wall’d in
with Stone) caus'd by the plenty of
Water, tho’ they do not ripen fo {oon.
The Nuts are Excellent, and there is
fuch Plenty of them, that they fupply

feveral



Chap. V. ;

Of PERSI A

AN feveral Places.  Other Provifions are
Gemelli. Dear. Thereare two Caravanfera’s, the

1694. . one a good Stone Building, the other of
VN Mud,

The Moon rifing, we mounted again,
leaving behind us the barren Mountains
at the Caravanfera of Agaka-mala; which
is well Built. The Country, tho’ Plain,
was as Barren as the Mountains, and
therefore tho’ near Ifpahan, there is no
Village to be feen for chirty Miles,,

Tuefday 6th, we fet up betimes in the
little Caravanfera of Agakamola, a good
Stru&ture, which is twelve Miles from
the great one of that Name, and nine
from Cone; but the Miles are fo long
they might be counted thircy of bad way.

In the darkeft of the Night we met

a Company of .Armenian Merchants,
Travelling to the Province of Ghilan,
and Malachy told me that there is. no
going thither from Cafcian, without
riding twelve Hours along a Road of
ure Salt, on which it is very hardto

d fome little Water in Cifterns.

Being eager to fee Jfpaban , we fet
out betimes the next Day, and riding
fifteen Miles in five Hours faw the ruin’d
Village of Micanor ; then advancing
twelve Milesin four Hours we pafs'd by
the poor Caravanfers of Aganuri; and
ftill continuing our Journey with Horfes
much tir’d by the dry barren Ground,
on Wedne[day 7th, about break of Day
we refted at the little Village of Gafi';
where thereis a very large Caravanfera,
built by the King. ~From this Place to

the City, the Country is fruicful, produ-
cing all forts of Grain and Fruic, for
which reafon it is very full of Villages
and Houfes of Pleafure. 'Setting out af-
ter Noon we travell’d nine Miles, .and
four Hours after entred the City, which
ata diftance look’d more like a Wood
thanany thing elfe; this 7th Dayof Fu-
ly being jult a Year fince I fet out from

" Redicina.

I wasa long time confidering with my
fclf, where I thould Lodge, having my
choice of the Carmelites, the Jefkits, and
French Capucins; and at Jaft refolv’d to
take up with the Portugues Fathers of
S. Auguftin’s, as well 6 learn their Lan-
guage, which is much us'd in Jndie and
China 5 as becaufe theirs being the fieft
Nation that fetled in thofe Parts, they
are much efteem’d by the King. They
receiv’d me with extraordinary Civility,
giving me the beft Apartment they had
in two arch'd Dormitories that compofe
their Dwelling. = Thefe Arches are cu-
rioufly Painted with Blew and Gilt after
the Country Fathion, and look into a
fine Garden Artificially divided into
Squares for feveral forts of Fruits and
Flowers. . aie | i .

. The Church tho’ fmall is Beautiful, as
are the Sacrifty and Refeftory, the Stru-
&ure being very good. The Fathers
livid well enough, having the beft Meac
the Place afforded, drefs’d by a Portugues
Cook ; and being ferv’d in other Affairs
by twelve Men, three Blacks, two A-
rabs, thioe Armenians, and four Indians

CHAP V. _
The Defeription of pahan, and the mioft vemarkable things in it

Spaban, Spaban, or Spabon in the Per-

fian Tongue, is feated in 9o degrees
of Longitude, and 32 and 40 minntes
of Latitude, in the Province of Hierar,
formerly a part of the antient Kingdom
of the Parthians. Its a large and fertile
Plain, is enclos’d on three fides, like an
Amphitheater, by a ridge of Mountains,
ten or twelve Miles diftant from it, It
is believ’dto be Built on the Ruins of
the antient Hecatompolis; but it plainly
appears to have proceeded from the U-
nion of two fmall Villages, the one call’d
Hay-deri-dey-derti 5 the other Guybare-
Hamet-Ilay; for which reafon to this
Day there are thefe two contending Fa-
ctions of Fay-deri, and Hamei-llay, and

Vol. 1V.

their Difputes fometimes end in Blows.
Yet the Perfians fay it was formerly
call’d Sipahan, but that Tamerlan after-
wards fubduing thofe Countries, tranf-
poling the two firft Letters, call'd it 7/~
@han. Their modern Authors ftill write .
it lffahan fometimes.  Whilft the Kings
of Perfia kept their Court at Cashin, and
Sultania, Ijpaban was no better than a
Village ; but the Kingdoms of Zar and
Ormus being afterwards “united to the
Crown, Scia-Abas remov’d bis Seat this
ther for the conveniency of its Sicuation,
being invited by -the fruitfulnefs of
the Soil, water’d by fo many Trenches
drawn from theRiver Sanders, and fup-
plying moft of the Houfes in the Cicy.
R 2 The
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Lo
Compafs
of the Ci
ty.

Gates.

Streets.

‘The compafs of the Mud-Walls of 1/~

‘pabar is in all about twelve Miles, with

fmall Towers, and a Ditch full of Wa-
ter, but fhillow, near which there are
rows of Trees to take the cool Air, 1

" 'was curious to walk round it, but in fe-

veral Places the Way was interrupted by
Garden Walls, joyning to thofe of the
City, or by fome publick Stru&ures.
Neverthelefs if we include Zulfa and the
other Suburbs, with all the Fields and
Gardens within them, the Compafs will
be little lefs than thirty Miles.

On the South-fide at fix Miles diftance
is another Mountain, on which may be
feen the Ruins of a Caftle, where they
fay Davius ftood to fee che fecond Battle
Alexander fought with the Perfians.

Ifpaban has 10 Gates, calld Der Toexs,
Der-Dext, Der- Abaffi, Der- Lombus, Der-
Daplet , Der-Mod-bac , Der- Affan-Na-
bat, Der-Herrum, Der-Seet-Hamedeyun,
and Der-Guibare; which are fmall, ill
made, and ‘cover’d with Iron. The
Keys are kept by particular Officers;
but the Walls being down in’ feveral
Places, there is free entrance by Night
on all fides. s e

The Streets are narrow, crooked ,

‘and uneven, and many of them datk by

reafon of the Archesthar cover the Ba-
zars, and ferve to walk dry in rainy
Weather from one Houfe to another.
Did not the wholefomnefs of the Air
make amends for the negligence of the
People,  the Dirt uf the Streets would
breed many Diltempers. At eertain
diftances there are Siaks fhut in Sum-
mer and open in Winter, to give paf-
fage to the Water into the Shores on-
der Ground; befides there is a Trench
before every Houfe to throw out their
Filth, which the Gardiners take away
to manvre the Ground.  Another great
inconveniency is the Duft in Summer
and Dirt in Wiater, there being no
pav’d Streets throughout all Perfia ; and
tho’ there be Perfons appointed to wa-
ter them three times a Day, yet they
only do it in the Medan, and other
Places where rich Merchants live, who
are able to pay them.  The fame is done
with the cold Water others carry in
Skins, within Sacks fall of Ice, to give
gratis to any chat will have'it, they be-
ing pay’d ouf of the Revenues left for
that ::jharita‘b!e Purpofe, by Perfians de-
ceas’d.

Add to this the filthy Cuftom of
cafting out dead Bealts into the publick
Places, as alfo the Blood of thofe the
Butcherskill, and that the Perfans cale

themfelves wherefoever they have occa-

fion. * So that 1 canriot imagine what
reafon one of oor Falian Writers had

to/compare [fpaban to the neat and beau- |

tifol City of Palirmo, whereas the for-
mer is fo' far from having any Streec
like the Caffro in the latter, that the
meancft Houfe in Pulermo far exceeds
the beft in Jfpahar, which, exceptin

~fome few belonging to the King an

great Lords, are all of Mod Walls,
with only fome Bricks dry’d in the Son
intermixt at every four Spans. The
higher' they rife,” the narrower they
grow, elfe they could not bear their
own weight; and becanfe thefe Walls
eafily moulder away, they only ftop the
gap with a little Morter, and they arc
terrafs'd at the Top. T

Quare is fo bad, yet is cofts much Mony;

every Dauber that makes the Walls be-

ing allow’d “er_‘ghf Carlines, that is, three
Shillings and fix Pence 5 and the Labou-

teen Pence. ; :

The general form of the Houfes, is
to have a Portico in the middle with a
Fountain , or Ciftern of Water. On
three of the fides there are Windows
at the Top to receive fufficient Lighr,
underneath fmall Arches to take the
cool Air, and rows of Rooms with I.at-
tices curioufly painted at the Windows,
Further in there is generally a great
Room, where there are Quilts and Pil-
lows ftuff’d with Cotton to fleep on.
LHE Ground i all cover’d with 2ood
Carpets fuitable to the Quality of the
Owner. The Palaces of great Men fei-
dom exceed two Floors, and on thefour
fides of the Portico have two arch’d
Roows to each, all adorn’d with 4rab:-
an Painting of {everal Colours., In fome
Rooms built for the Women, there are
commonly Lattices of Wood well Pain-
ted, or of Marble cut through with Glafs
in the holes. The Roof, as I faid before
is after the Neapoliran Fathion, and in
Summer they lic upon it becaufe of the
great Heat. It is made of Earth mix’d
with Lime and bruis’d Straw, and with
Bricks burnt with Fire, and they are
very careful in Wiater not to let the
Snow lie ‘long upon it, for fear of pref-
fing it down.

The Perfians put their beft Furniture
in thofe Rooms, where they receive Vi-
fits, in all the reft there is nothing of
value. The Floor being cover’d with
Carpets, they lic on it, being fitisfy’d
with a Quilt under and Blanket over

them. :
Ifpaban

ho’ the Stra- |

-+

rets about three Carlines, near eigh-

Houfes.

£

Furniture,
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ONAAY Ifpaban is {0 populous both on account
Gemelli. of tge wholfomnefs of the Air, and the
1694. conveniency of Trade, that they call it
N3 half the World ; and not without reafon,
i:rl’“"’“f‘ as well for the diverfity of Tongues
*  fpoke there; as for the prodigious
Wealth of its Bazars, and Shops of all

forts of Commodities.
Mok The Father Prior of the Monaftery
XaleTow- Where 1 refided, underftanding that my
er. Horfe was quite fpent, on Tiefday 8th,
order’d thcqbeft in the Stable to be fad-
Jed for me to make ufe of.  Mounting
him I went out attended by his Servants
to take a turn in the City.  The firft
thing I faw was the Tower the Perfians
call Monar-Kale, built by Scia<Abas the
Great, covering it all with the Bones of
wild Beafts he kill’d in only one Days
hunting. They fay that the Workman
telling him there wanted but one Head
to compleat the Work, he caus’d his to
be fet in the Place. It is about eighty
Spfa.ns high, and notabove forty in Com-
afs. .
: S Thence [ went to fee the Dutch Com-
Dutch  panies Houfe, where I found Fames
ggsml’“‘ Norghcamer their Agent fhooting Turtle-
Houfe.  Doves in the Garden, which was delici-
ous for its Fountains and curious rows of
Trees. After we had drank merrily,
he fhew’d me a dozea Horfes and Mares,
the fineft any Monarch in the World can
be Mafter of, as well for Mettle, as for
the curious Spots of feveral Colours,
not inferior to the fineft Figure, nor
could a Painter colonr them to more
Perfetion. Thence he led me to fee
his little Houfe of Sport, where he had
ten Hawks fit for all forts of Birds, and
Beafts, with Servants to look to them
a cuftom they have learnt from the Per-
feans, whofe greateft delight this is. He
had feveral Pipes of Gold and Silver fet
with Jewels for thofe to finoke in that
came to bear him company, by his Fifh-
pond. In fhort, he livid greatin all

Refpefts.
_ Fryday oth, the F. Prior of the bare-
foot Carmelites, the F. Provincial of the
Dominicans and other Franks, gave me
the favour of a Vifit, the Provingial in-
&dng me to a Confecration that was to
two Days after.

Saturday 1oth, 1 rode feveral Hours
about the beft Streets and Bazars, fecing
vaft wealthy Shops of all forts of Com-
modities: Suzday 11th, 1 went to Zul-
fa with the F. Prior and three Portugues
religious Men; and alighted at the Mo-
naftery of the Dominicans, where the
Ceremony was perform’d by the Arch-

13§

5{[’)’0‘9 of Abraner, aa Armenian of the
fame Order. Here twenty four of us
Din’d, among whom was the Pope’s Em-
baffador , Monlignor Pidie, confecrated
Archbithop of Babilon, who was to de-
part for his refidence at Hamedan 5 F.
Elias a Carmelite, Archbifhop Elett of
Xfpahan, another Sziran Catholick Arch-
bithop, the Embaflidor of Poland , the
F. Reftor of the Fefiirs, and other reli-
gious and lay Men. There was merry
drinking the excellent Wines of Seiras
and Ipahar, during the Dinner of moft
exqutiite Varieties; the Pope’s and the
Polifh Embaflidors, and the Archbithop
of "Jfpaban doing me the Honour to
drink my Health firt.  Not to trouble
the Guefls, it was left to the laft to
drink the Pope’s Health ftanding, as all
did, every Man holding a great Nofegay
in his Hand, which went about. :
Both going and coming, we paR’d siwbach
through noble Bazars, and through the Street o
Street of Seiarbach, fo call'd becaufe W3-
both fides of it are fhut in by four Gar-
dens of the Kings, and in the Perfian
Tongue Sciar is four, and Bach a Gar
den or Orchard. It begins at a deli-
cate Pleafure-houfe with Galleries cu-
rioufly painted, which have a Commu-
nication with the Royal Palace, and this
way the King comes out when he goes
to Zulfa to divert himfelf, or to other
Gardens. It runs a Mile in length to
the Bridge, and is a Musket-fhot in
breadeh. The Water runs along the
middle of it in an handfome Canal of
Stone, making four great Pools in this
length.  On the fides there are two or-
derly rows of Cinar Trees, which are
like the Plane, within the Walls, and
two without, under which there are two
pav’d Paths, each of them four Foot
wide and as high above the reft of the
way, for People to walk in the fhade
free from the Horfes. Hither the Per-
Jfians come in Throngs to divert them-
felves; fmoaking, or eating Fruit at fe=
veral Shops, neatly built along it. Short
of the Bridge this way is cut by a Branch
of the River of Sanderic, which runs
parallel to another, made after the fame
manner. To go to Zulfs, the Bridge
over the fame River Sanderic or Rutcu-
ria, muft be pafi’d. It confifls of 35
Arches in length, and as many acrofs;
in the Intervals whereof the Natives
ftand and Smoke, and take the Air.
Above there are two Walls 16 Spans
high; and as long as the Bridge, leav-
ing a convenient fpace in the middle,
and as much towards the Walls as fei
vera
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1604.  due diftances. In fhort, this Garden what for extea,

. Beyond this Bridge s the other Street
or Way like this, above two Miles long.
At one end on the left is a Pleafure-
houfe , call’d Teckei-Seis, built by King
SciasSofi, for a Darvis his Favourite.
Fifty Paces further there are two more,
though not fo large, yet equally Beau-
tiful. Then two other fine Struéures

with Balconies above, to have the view

of a curious Fith-Pond in the middle of
it. Here the Ground rifing, to holdon
the fame way, there arc two SLreets to
afcend, between which is a Structure,
to keep the Ground even:. Oa bo

fides ay convenient, diftances there are

little Houfes of Pleafure, with curious -

Fronts, throngh which there isa paflage
to feveral of the King’s Gardens a-
dorn’d with Trees of all forts.

After enjoging fuch acurious Profpect
upon fo Long and Noblea Way, we
came to the King’s great Garden call’d

Azar-gerib, three Miles in length, and

one in breadth. The firlt that occurs
is a ftately Front with, double rows of
Balconies next the Way, and excellent-
Iy painted next the Garden, like the
Houfe, with Figares' after the Ewropean
manner in Gold and Blew. At the
four Angles are four fine Towers; as
well for Ornament , as to ferve for
Dovecotes. In the middle is a Canal
of Water, which rebounds pleafantly
as it runs over the well wrought Stones ;
and in other Places the Ground being
uneven has delightful Falls, which like
Glafles refleét the green of the, Gimar-
Trees growing along it, - Further on op-
pofite to the Gate, isa great Pool . of
Water, with two Galleries on the fides
painted after the Moory fafhion, where
the King ufes to ftand to take the Air,
Going ftill forwards there is a little
Houfe in the midft of the Canal, under
which is a mighty Vault to contain Wa-
ter ; befides that which for the diverfionof
the Royal Family, is cover’d. with a
Roof delicatly painted, and 'ﬁp%oned
by wooden Pillars, About the Joufe,
there are Balconies to enjoy. the
Plesfure .of the Canal, on all fides.
Further on the rifing Ground, there are
two other lictle pretty Houfes paiated
like the reft, for the Women of the
Avam to take their Pleafure, who have
alfo a little Boat to pafs their time on-
the Pool therc; and there is another
Houfe for them at the end of the Ca-
nal and Garden. On the fides there

LI

~and what for the Beauty of its Trees,

Compare with the. : b in Jealy. W‘? sy
\ Iﬂ our.retl_lrn_ we faw the Pa"kr‘l"fbéﬁ
there were little above 20 Tigers, Li-
ons, and other Wild Beafts. Here we

alfo faw three Pars, which are fmall

Creatures_about the ‘bignels of a Cat,
with which they ufe to Hunt Deer, and o-
ther game, loofing thefe Creatures af.
ter them, when the Hawks having faft-
ned on their Heads hinder their fight
with their Wings. il i
- We. met the General of the Horfe,
calld Saperfelar (we ftood till he was
ﬁf’d} _with 50 Souldiers before him,

utifnlly clad, having Plumes of Fea-
thers of feveral Colours on their heads.
He was about filty Years of Age,
Well-countenanc’d and . wore  great
VW BIsReRs il i el '

Sunday 11th, the Prior of S.
fhew’d me, abit of a Root about as big gy
asa Fitch fike Liquorice,whercof a great
quantity fell the Year before from the
Sky, in the Village of Ciafe in the Pro-
vince of Meirve. The matter was thus,
There was fo great a fcarcity in that
Province, and particolarl in the afore-
faid Village, by reafon of the bad Har-
veft that Year, that feveral People ever‘?{,
day dy’d for mere Hunger, An honel]
Woman one day went out with abun-
dance of Feoplc ingo the Ficlds, and
with many Tears, implor’d the %ivi'n_c
Mercy, thatall might not die fo mife~
rably. God who never fails us in di-
ftrefs, hear’d her Prayer, and causd this
Root, like a Heavenly Manna to fhower
down from the Sky, for three Miles a-
bout, during a Night and a Day, and/
{uch vaft Plenty of it, that it wag three
Spans thick on the Ground. Gather-
ing it, they made Bread, of which the
King and many Great Men at Court,
tafted ; and thus the Famifh'd Multi-
tude was reliev’d. I fhould never have
believ'd it (nor do 1 think the Reader
will be eafily convinc’d) had it not been
attefted to me, by all the Religious of
S. Auguftin, F. Elias of Mons, a bardd
foot Carmelite, and Bifhop of Hpaban,
with all the Fathers of his Order, the
Armenian Bilhop of Nak-civan, the Am-
baflador of Poland, the E. Re&orof the

efuits, all the French that were in the
Ring’s Service, and all the Perfian Per=
fons of Quality I fpoke with. I fenta
bit of it to my Friend the Councellor

Amao

-

Auguftin et
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AN Amate Danioat Naples, for him t6 fhew
Gemelli. it to curious Perfons. .
1694.  Monday 12th, began the Perfecution
w~~ and Expulfion of the Bare-foot Carme-
Perfeco-  [ize Fathers of Zulfa, the Divan Beg, or
tion of the Government of Jfpahan, going thither ia
Carmelires i DT
Perfon to carry the King’s Order ; the
Reader I fuppofe will not be difpleas'd
with the Relation. Thofe Fathers ha-
ving of late Years fettled a little Houfe
at Zulfa, they thought of enlarging ir,
and building a good Church. To this
purpofe they bought the Houfe of an
Armenian for §0 Tomans, given them in
Almshya Carlgolick, butthrough negle&
they omitted to Regifter the purchafe
in the King's Books, according to the
cuftom of Perfie. The Heretick .Ar-
menians, being fet vpon obftruéting the
work already begun, made a great Cla-
mor, pleading the King’s Order, which
Prohibits the exercife of any Religion
in Zulfa but the Armenian ; the Fathers
on the other fide, thought they ovght
not to give over their work ; having the
King’s leave to build in any part of his
Kingdom whatfoever. From Words it
came to A&ions ; for 2000 Arménians
aflembling went to break open ‘the Car-
melires Gate, and they had doubtlefs com-
mitted fome Outrage had not the Am-
baffador of Poland fent his People to
keep them off. The Catholicks of Z/pa=
han had feveral meetings to put a ftop.
to this growing Evil, but conld make
nothing of it, becaufe the Armenians
were rich 5 and one Stephen Vervabiet, or
Preacher, having gather’d 3000 Tomans,
that is 57000 Crowns of Naples, had
refented the.Queen Mother, and the
ing’s Favourites, and by that means
obtain’d the Order he defir’'d. The firft
thing the Divan Beg, who put in Execu-
tion, did, was to ask Father Elias, whe-
ther he had any Inftroment, or Deéd to
fhew for the Sale. The Father donld
fhew none, becanfe it was not in due
form; and on the other fide the Seller,
being threatned by the Hereticks, faid
he had not fold it, but that being in-
- debted 50 Tomans to the Monaftery, F.
' Elias had taken it from him by Force.
He deny’d, alledging he had bought. it
legaﬂdg, with the confent of the feller ;
but the Divan-Br interrupting him,
ﬁ;ﬁ,gb?, do you take the King's Sub-
Jebts Houfes'. am, orce, without an
Deeds ta fher "?-‘g}lﬂ?t-{he'ﬁmc,time m'{
der’d all the Work to be demolifh’d,
~and fhotting up the Monaltery, feal’d
the Gates, F. Elias asking, whether that
was the ufagethey gave the Kings gueits

\ %7
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in Perfia ? The other anfwer'd, that
therefore it was they did not proceed to
punifh them tnore feverely.  The Di-
van returning to the City, feat 12 of his
Men to command F. Elas and his three
Companions in the King’s Name, im-
mediately to d?)art Zidfay and not
prefume to fet foot there again, upon

-Penalty of 100 Tomans. The good Fa-

thers fec out amidft that Rabble, that
was to conduét them by order of the
Governor of Ifpaban 5 but by the way
they met two Fathers of S. Augnftin
(fent to meet them out of civilicy by
F. Gafpar dos Reys, Prior of the Mona-
ftery where' I lay) who mouated them
on their Horfes.  Being come hefore the
the Divan, they with much difficuley obe
tain’d leave to remain in the Polifh Am-
baflador’s Houfe. The Mutiny had been
great at Zulfa, and no lefs che Joy of
the Hereticks, who with extraordinary
Infolence, threatned to expel the Fefi-
its atd Dominicans 5 relying on the Pro-
tection Aga-Camal (a Black Funuch the
King’s Favourite) the Queen Mother,
and feveral Great Men, for which rea-
fon the aforefaid Ambaffador thought
ficto fend his Retinue, to Goard the Fe-
Juits Houfe.  There being reafon to fear
that all the Catholick Miflioners would
be banifh’d, the aforemention’d 7. Gaf~
pary and other Portugnis Fathers; who
were in great Efteem, went on Twe/day
13th to Zulfa, to acquaint Ferrabier,
shat-if .he-intended to expel the other
Religious Men, as he had done the Car-
melites, (it would be look’d upon as an

“open Declaration of his being an Enemy

to Catholicks ; and if fo the King of
Portugal, and other Catholick Princes
woulﬁ not fail to take their meafures ac-
cordingly. Adding, that as a Friead he
forwarn’d him, thatchis indifcreet Zeal
of his would be the caufe of all the mif-
chief that fhould befall the Armenian
Merchants in Chriftendom. Tho this
Verrabier was a hot-headed old Fellow,
and anfwer'd at firft that he vale’d not

Kings when the Salvation of his Flock

layat Stakej yet the Priorand his Vi-
car who was excellently Skill’d in the
Oriental Langnages mandg’d it fo dif~
creetly, that they prevail’d with him,
before their Faces to tear the Rogam or
Ring’s Order for banifhing all the Ca-
tholick Fathiers; declaring he did it for
their fakes. !

It is notto be admit’d that all thefe
Fathers having Rogams for their Foune
dations, the Armenians fhould fo eafily
obtain others contradi®ory to them;

becaufe

S,
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ONAA becaufe the King livid in ftupidity, be-
Gemells. ing altogether governed by others. The
1694. Life he led, can fearce be call’d Life;
Sy for no fooner did he awake from the
e profound Sleep causd by the brisk
King.  Wine of Saras and other places in Per-
fia, but he fell to drinking again, and
when he could not hold the Glafs, his
Cup-bearer, gave him three Bumpers.
Then being fomewhat recovered, he
took 3 more with his own Hand, till
being again overcome with the fumes of
Wine, le lay downto Sleep, and thus
he fpent his Days between fleeping and
a fhadow of waking. He could not
forbear drinking as he fate in Council,
and very often fleep overcoming him,
the Afl:mbly broke up without doing a-
ny thing. Perfons of credit told me
that Scia- Abas the Great, having flain
the King of the Usbechs, he made a
Dilhof his Skall fet in Gold; and that
the King we now fpeak of, out of his
Barbarous and Bloody inclination ufing
to drink out of it upon Solemn occa-
fions, it once hapned he did fo inthe
prefence of that King’s Succeffors Am-
baflador. He ask'd him in jelt whe-
~ ther he knew what that Difh wa§made
of; and theother anfwering he did not,
he faid, this is your King’s Head. The
Ambaflador turning away very difcreet-
ly anfwer’d, My King was happy a-
midft his misfortunes, in dying by the
Hand of fo great a Monarch ; but to
me he appears much more Glorious at
prefent, fince I fee his Memory pre-
ferv’d by fo Mighty a Kin% as your Ma-
jefty. This anfwer was fo well takén
that for the future the Ambaflador was

deny’d nothing he ask’d.

Whilft the Portugues Fathers labour’d
with much Chriftian Charity about the
affair of Zulfa, another no way con-

) temptible accident hapned on Wedne/-
Putifh-  Jay 14th. The King’s Order was noti-
ﬁf:lgofan fied to Coggia Marcara, a Catholick Ar-
cqm:;:,” menian, for him to pay soo Tomans.

Some faid this was becaufe he had been

concern’d in the laft Troubles, by afs
fiting Father Elias; others, and this

- was the moft probable Opinion, faid it

was, becaufe having alter’d his Reli-
gion he had not embrac’d the Aubome-
tan, as the Laws of the Realm direé.
They faid, that the Divan Beg being in-
form’d of it, had fent to ask the Opi-
nion of the Axond (who is the chief
in Religious mattersand Judges of Wed-
dings, Divorces, Buying, Selling, Bar-
tering, and other Contradts, whether
ther they are valu’d or not) and that he
had declar’d he oughtto be burnt alive.
The King thinking this Sentence too fe-
vere, chang'd it into a fine of 2000 To-
mans, but afterwards at the requeft of
Marcara’s Davghter, who was in the
Aram, he came down to §50.

The Armenians not fatisfy’d with Per=
fecuting the Catholicks, us'd their en-
deavours to do all theill Offices they
could to the Ambaflador, who fupport-
ed their Caufe. The Vizier had fome
Months fince given him his Anfwer,
that the King did not defign to break
the Peace with the Twurks, and the Am-
baffador prefling to be dimifS’d by the
King, thefe bafe Armenians reprefent-
ed him in fuch manner to the Minifters
of State, that on Thurfday 15, they a-

in fent him Orders to be gone ; ad-

ling that fince he was not fatisfy’d to
be difmifs'd by the Prime Minifter, they
would fend an inferior Perfon to do it;
refufing at the fame time to give him
the allowance for three Months fince
he was firlt difmifS’d, and a fuitable at-
tendance to goaway, much lefs to pay the
hire of his Houfe, for the time to come.

Fryday 16th, as I was at Dinner with
the Fathers, the Ambaflador came in,
and fitting down among us, faid, he
would certainly be gone for Poland by
the laft day of Augwi#, whether he had
the King’s Anfwer or not; fince there
was no likelihood of the Perfians en-
gaging in a War againft the Turks ; as
his Mafter defir’d.

CHAZP VI

The Defcription of the Meidan and Royal Palace, and an Account of
fome Paffages that hapned.

The Mei- He Meidan or Square I went to fee
dan, on Sarurday 17th, is the belt Stru-
&ure in Ifpaban, built by King Scia-A-
bas; being made by. the Model of ano-
ther, now ruin’d near the Monaftery,

where I lay, where there liv'd a Prince
of the Perfian Race. It is a quarter of
a Mile in length from North to South,
and about half that breadth from Eaft to
Welt. It may compare with, and per-

haps

.,
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~ A haps exceed the beft Squates in __quplle,
Gemelli, in the Uaiformity and Beat::g of the

1604. Arches, Shops, Windows

the fe-

L cond Floor, and of all its other Parts.

face.

There is this difference betwixe it and
that of S. Muark at WFemce, that the
Arches of the Meidsn are (hut up with
Walls and Porticos at couvenient di- ,
ftances, to give way togo in; where-
as in Penice they are open. The Front
of this laft is adorn’d with Marble and
Statues, and theother with Bricks. But
on the other Hand the Meidan is much
larger than S. Mark’s Plage. _

The Shops below ferve for Trade,
and the Rooms above to live in,  being
all Arch’d.  Aboue it is a Stone €anal,
which has not Water at all| times, or
in all Places, and fometimes it ftands in
feveral parcs of ¢ and ftinks.  Of all
the Trees Scia- Abas caus'd to be brought
thither, there are but few ftanding, and
they have negleéted to plant others 'in
the Place of thofe that decay’d.

The Royal Palace has two principal
Gates, one call'd Ala-Capi; the other
Danlet Cuna, neav the Meidan on the
Welt iide of it, That of Als-Caps leads
into a long Walk, where there are {mall
Rooms for the Criminals chat retire thi-
ther, as to a fafe San&oary. . The King
cannot refufe to hear thel” Complaints,
perhaps of Wrongs done them by his
Miaifters, becaule being there 4 they
think themielves under the fhelter of
his Mercy. At the end of this Lane or
\Way is a Gate call’d Hali, on the Thre- -
fhold wheveof is a rouud Stone, held in

veat Veneration by the Perfians. Over
it is a great fquare Balcony with the
Roof nobly Gile and Painted,: and fip-

cted hy' twenty Wooden Pillars a-
doro’d after the fame manaer. About
it hang feveral Picures of Earopeans
with Difhes in their Hands to flatter the
Princes Humour. In the mriddle of it
is a delicate Fountain, to which the Wa-
ter is, convey’d with much Labour and
Ingenvity:  This Place is open on three
fides, and on the fourth is the Royal
Throne ; becaufe. he ufes to come thi-
ther to fee all the publick Rejoycings or

sorts in the great Square. - The molt
diverting is that of the Arrow, theKing
canfing a Geold Cup to be hung to a Tree,
which 1s 'ﬁi_l{en asa reward to him, who

- Riding a full fpeed, when he is.paft the

 guarded by feveral Companies o

| Tree,turns about and fhoots it down with

BATTOW i Aiiel b, ang

.. The Gate of Daulet-Cuna, that,is, the

Gate of Juftice, which is moft us'd, is .
._ Eoot,

1%9

=l T

and Troops (of Horfe. Along before

‘thefe two Gates there are 110 Pieces of

Cannon brought, from Qrmuz, when it
was taken from the Porcugnes; but they
are all - Falconets; except nine midling
Pieces,  Beyond this ufelefs Front of
Cannon is a Portico, which leads to the
back Door of the Palace, call’d Der-med=
back, or the Gate of the Ritchin, through
which all Proviions are. brovght 1n.
Near it is the’great Treafurer's Apart-
ment, who was then a white Eunuch,
who has the Keys of the great Ticafure,
which is. never touch’d but when the
Crown is in the vtmolt want, there be~
ing another Apartment for the Sopldi-
ers Pay.. Ouly the Revenaes of Gar=

dens, Caravanferas, and other Strutures.

beloaging to the King are put intothe
great Treafury.  And itis here to beob-
ferv’d, That Taxes and Impofitions be-
ing forbiddeq by their falfe Prbphet,
the AMabometap Princes think the Mony
rais’d by them  wrongfully goc, and
thercfore do not lay out a Farching o
it for their Table, but make ule of the
Reveaues of cheir Gardens and Houfes.
The great Mogul now reigniag is fo
fcrupulous in this poiat, thathe will not
maintain himfelf upon his Revenue ; bue
tho’ he is above 85 Years of Age makes
Caps himfelf, and prefeats them to the
Chams , who whether they will or no
mult pay tweaty or thirty thoufaid
Growns a picce for them. Oppolite
to this Gate of Der-mod-back is a Build-
ing eaclofs’d, where there are feveral
forts of Artificers , and particularly
Franksy, who work for the King.,  There
are feveral other Gates about it and ef-
pecially a private one, through which
the King. ufes to go to the Ado/ch of Maf-
cit-Seid, ) LV,
On the North-fide hangs to no pur-
pofe the Bell belonging to the Clack of
Ormuz, given by the Auguftinians to Sci-
a+Abas the Great. . On the Eaft is the
Mofch of Scech-lofé-alla, conlifting of on=
ly oue Cupola, cover'd with {mall Tiles
of feveral Colovrs, o
' On the South is the Kings Ao/ch call'd
Mafecit-Seia. - 1t has a beautiful Frong
of ‘the fame Workmanfhip, with two
Towers on the ides; ending at the Top
like Turbants. The firlk Gate leads in-

Scech-lofts
JHI‘ Mﬂﬁ Bu

TheKings
Mfe b,

to a.Courc or Cloilter of an irregularly .

fort of Figure, whofe Archesare adorn’d
with the fame Bricks or Tiles. The fe«
cond Gate which is cover’d with Plates
of Silver is the way iato the Aofchy
which is all over Painted within after the
Arabian Manner and Gilt, fo that the

S Arches

L,
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Arches feem to vie in Beauty with the
Pavement , which is cover’d with the
richeft Carpets the Country affords.

In the middle of the Square or Mar-
ket-place, from the Tree of the Arrow
to this Mefch they fell Wood and Coals;
from the Mofch to the Bell , old Iron,
Horfe-furnitures , Carpets and other
Things, but all of them at fecond Hand;
thence to the Mofch of Sceck-loft-alla,
they fell Fouls, Pigeons, Meat ready
dreft. The reft of the Square towards
the Palace is quite clear and without

Shops, becanfe the King comes thither

fometimes to fee Bulls and other wild
Beafts baited. But there are Mounte-
banks and Merry-Andrews that repair
thither to impofe their Nonfenfe upon
the ignorant Multitude, and divertthem
with cheir Fopperies ; and the Peafants
on Fryday, which is their Feftival, come
to fell their Fruit, and the labour of the
reft of the Week. On the infide along
the Bazar there ave Shops where they fell
red Leather, Skins to carry Water un-
der the Camels Bellies, and other things
made of Leather. Hard by there are
Shops that fell Bows and Arrows, and
others of Drugs and Spice. Then in

- the Caravanferas there are in this great

Crrayanfe-
TiSe

Square, On the South-fide, that is from
the Mofch to the Eaft Angle, they fell,
Saddles, Bridles,and all Horfe-furniture ;
from the AMofch to the Weft Angle, are
Bookfellers and Book-binders. The Weft
fide, from the North Angle to the Pa-
lace, is taken up with People that fell
Glafs Baubles brought from Nuremberg
and Venice. Between the two Gates of
Aga-Capi and -Danler-Cuna , there are
wretched Armenians ‘who make Rings,
and cut Seals on common Stones. From
the Palace to the South Angle, all the
Arches férve for Coffee-Houfes where
they fmoke; for befides the noble Prof-
peét which is likean Amphitheater, there
1s a great Fountain of Water in the mid-
dle, wherethe Perfians fill the 'Bottle
they have to their Pipes, that the Smoke
may come the cooler to their Mouths.
This Place being very much frequented,
the Derviges vepair to it Morning and
Evening to chatter till they foam at the
Mouth, for fome fmall reward they af-
terwards receive from the hearers.

The Armenians have the Shops in their
little Caravanfera near the Meidan, not
far from the tamous Caravanfera founded
by the Mother of Sciz- Abas the Second.
Thhis has two Floors, a great Pond in the
middle, and Gates at the four Angles,
which formerly led to four other Cara-

difpleafing Confert of F

vanferas, but at prefent there are only
two.

It is to be obferv’d that tho People are
not receiv’d gratis in thefe Caravanferas,
of Royal Foundation, yet they are pre-
ferable to the others for the fecurity of
the Goods; for if any thing happens to
be loft, the Keeper of them is accounta-
ble for it; as alfo for all Commodities
trufted outand enter’d in his Book, with
the Names of the Buyers and Sellers.
On this account the Sellers pay twointhe
hundred, and the Keeper isoblig’d to
recover the full Price. Befides the Afei-
danis well guarded at Night (as are all
the other Bazars) by Perfons kept in pay

for that purpofe; for tho’ the Traders -

Shops and Chefts be well lock’d, yet the
things of finall Value and great Bulk are
left in the open Market-place, cover’d
with a Tent.

From the Angleform’d by the North
and Welt fides there isa Paflage intoa
great Bazar, where they fell Linnen and
Shooes. Thenceisa way into a greater,
where they fell all manner of Braziers
Ware, and Saws, and there live the Dy-
ers 5 at the end of it is anexcellent Ca-
ravanfera where they fell Musk and red
Leather.

On the North fide there are Scimitars,
Tongs, and other Inftruments of Iron
and Brafs, and before the Gate feveral
forts of precious Stones. Over thefe
Shops is a long Gallery fupported by
Pillars, where every Ni%ht there is a

ifes, Drums ,
and other Inftruments, as has been faid
of other Cities ; within it there are
Rooms for the chief of the Mufick. Op-
pofite to it in this Place there are two
Pillars feven Spans high, and the fame
diftance from one another, to play at
Mall a Horfe-back, which is done ftrik-
ing the Ball a Gallop to drive it between
the two Pillars. :

The Gate before mention’d leads to
fome Arches where they fell rich Cloth
of Gold and Silver, Silks, and Indian
Stuffs.  The Eaft fide of the Mofch to
the North Angle, is taken up with Shops
of allforts of fmall Worksin Silk. From
thence to the South Angle there are Twr-
ners, and People that beat Cotten, and
in the Porticos there are Smiths, who
make -Nailes, Horfe-fhooes and the like.

Going home [ pafi’d by the Caftle, Theca-
which is near the Houfe of the Frmd; i’cln:

Capucins, and adjoyning to the South
Wall of the Town. It is two Miles
in Compafs; for within it there are Ba-
zars, and the Dwellings of the King’s

Slaves,

S,
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A~ Slaves, who are voluntary Renegadoes,

Gemelli.
1694.
VYW

1t
ers

only for this Honour, and their Mainte-
nance. hh g tfv:ice las‘_loug a;_ broad, and
altogether Defencelefs ; its fcurvy Tow-

t',E:',‘ltng' of Earth, as isall the Wall.
Here the King keeps all the Rarities he
Buys, or are fent him as Prefents by the
Governours of Provinces and Stran-

ers. ; -
; Sunday 18th, 1 went to hear Mafs at
the Church of the Bare-foot Carmelites,
to repay the Vifit to F. Elias, 'Bithop
Ele& of Ifpahan. Monday 19th, I went
again to the Meidan, to fce the Divan-
Begs Sciarter, or Foot-man run in order
to be admitted to Serve the King. ' He
had on a pair of fhort open Breeches, as
our Foot-men wear, with three Horfe-
bells hanging down from his Wafte.
His Thighs and Legs were Naked, and
Anointed with a fort of Greafe to pre-
vent Wearines 5 as formerly thofe that
Exercis'd in the _(?iymmhfu, Anointed
themfelves with Oil.  He run from the
Gate of Ala-Capi, to a Stone on the
Mountain three’ Miles from the City.
He was to run it {even times without
Eating, but only Drinking jy every time
taking up a little Flag plac’d by the
Goal, and then, if found fit to be the
King’s Sciaster, he was admitted. The
Perfian Nobility generally keep many

of them for Grandeut.

Difference  In the mean while, Seephen the Vert-
hetwaen'w abiet, who was lnde})endent of the Pa.-

the Arme~
nidns.

triarch, with four other Bifhops, not
ceafing to contrive againft the remain-
der of the Catholick Mifioners at Zulfa;
it pleas’d God that another Fere-abier,
whoft Name was Fohn, rais’d a furious
Perfecution againft him. This Man had
beea Arch-bithop of Zulfa, but being
depriv’d of his Dignity by Srepken, he
became a Catholick ; aad retiring to
Alacapi,> with one of his Religions Men
(relying on the Protetion of the former
Kalanter of Zulfa, who was become a
Mahometan ) accus’d him of having Books
againt Makomer. His Houle being
fearch’d, two Books were found, one
of them Printed fifty Years before in
the Armenian Language by another Ste-
'&wa.{/m-ab:'ﬂir clonlt‘?’inin-g many Re-
g Vol. 1V.

1l

proaches againft the -Mahometan Reli-
gion. The Matter being Examin’d, and
the Book Interpreted by a Renegado
Armenian, in the Prefence of the Nabab,
and the Sceik-leflon, or Axond, two Pers
fons Tranferibing it into the Perfian
Tongue ; Srephen was Condemn’d to be
Burn'd alive ; notwithftanding he urg’d
before the Court, that the Book was
Compos’d by another Stephen, a Polifh
Fertabiet at Ifmaizen, and that the other
Manufcript was fallify’d by che Infor=
mets.  The Ring, who had no good
Opinion of thofe Ecclefiaftical Judges,
would not fuffer the Sentence to be Ex-
ecuted; all' the City being in Expecta=
tion to fee that Criminal pac to Death.
Knowing how Rich the Arch-bifthop
was, it was always my Opinion, That
by the help’ of his powerful Friends hé
would fave His Life, which did not only
prove tru¢, but moreover inftead of
being Punifh’d, he receiv’d from the
Queen-Mother, the Calamr, or Veft of
Honour 5 with Orders to his Accufers
to recurn to Zulfa, under his Jurisdi-
&ion, orto Live with the Franks, If they
were Catholicks.

Tuefday 20th, in the Evening I faw
the Nuptial Ceremonies us’d in Perfia,
a Man and Woman both Slaves that
Liv’d near our Houfe being Marry’d,
When they Had eaten their Béllies fuli
of Pilan at the Bridegroom’s Houfe, a
great Company of Men and Women,
moft of therfi with lighted Candles in
their Hands, it being then Night, went
to receive the Bride. Half an Hour af-
ter, fhe was Condufted between twao
Women cover’d with a white Linnen
Cloth from Head to Foot, which made
them look like Ghofts. After them fol-
low'd many other Women, and then
Men, one of whom cafry’d 2 great Wax-
Candle worth ten Crowns, The Bride-
%omm very Unmannerly went out but

ur Steps from his Honfe to meet the
Bride. 'This is the Cuftom among the
poor People 5 but among the better Sort

. thefe Ceremonies are perform’d a Horfe-

back in great State, and abundance of
Lights fet up in the Streets they are td

pafé through,
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CHAP VI
The Funeral of Scia-Selemon, K,tff of Perfia; the Sacrifice of theCamel ; 1he
3 ;,

Original, Marriages, Funer,

Ednefday 211, it was known a-
broad “that the King was fallen
Sick, or rather grown worle of his con-
tinual Apople@ick Fits, occafion’d by
too much Wine. Being with good Rea-
fon apprehenfive of his Life, on Thur/-
day 22d, he order’d 3700 Tomans to be
diltributed among the Poor; and Or-
ders to be fent to all the Governours of
Provinces to releafe all the Prifoners in
the Kingdom.

Friday 23d, 1Din’d with the Dire&or
of the Durch Company, who was extra-
ordinary Civil to mec; and Saturday
24th, I went out a Shooting, and kill’d
abundance of Doves, whercof there are
valt Numbers about the Country. Sun-
day 25th, going to hear Mafs at the-
Bare-foot Carmelires, 1 was inform’d by
F. Elias, That the Vert-abier, by his
great Power had difappointed all the
Endeavours of the Catholicks, for Re-
cltablithing their Miflion in Zilfs. Mon-
day 26th, having nothing to do, I went
out to Divert me with the Prior, and

other Fathers of our Houfe. . Twefday

27th, the News was {pread abroad that
the King was in his Agony, Wedne[day
28th, F. Elias came to Vific me, and to
tell me, that there being no hopes of
Redrefs in their Affair, they muft have
all that had happen’d authentically At-.
tefted, in order to obtain Letters of
Recommendation from all the Chriftian
Princes in Ewrope, to the Court of
Perfia.

Thur[day 20th, the King’s Death was
made Publick about Noon, the Eunuchs.
and Kﬁdr—‘%aﬁ, or chief of theSlaves ap-

earing with their Garments rent, which
1s the Mourning ns’d among the Perfians;
upon which News the Seper-Selar ran
{0 haftily to the Palace, that his Horfe
fail’'d him, and he broke his Leg. The
Body was remov'd the fame Day to the
Garden call’d Bag-fce-keel-Seltan ; where
it was walh’d in a Fountain by the Caful-
Bafei. This Man is the chief of the
Wathers of the Dead, who never Ex-
ercifes his Office, but when the King
Dies, and has for his Reward 50 Tomans,
and the Cloaths, with all that is found
upon the King, even to the Carpet that
covers him.  After he was waflh’d after
the Mabometan Fathion, he was laid in

Religion, and

it of the Goris,

a Room ftretch'd out on a Carpet, to
be carry’d thence to Kom, to the Tombs
of his Anceftors. The Phyfician that
had attended him in his Sicknefs, was
apl%rehended to be put to Death, or Ba-
nih’d ; according to the Cuftom of che
Perfian Court, to keep the Mahometan
Phylicians in Awe. But it was reported
this Man would be kept a Prifoner for
Life. It wasalfo reported, That as the
King was Breathing his Laft, being Ex-
horted to make a good End by the Ax-
ond, who is the {econd Judge in Reli-
gious Affairs ; he fent to the Nabab their
High Pricft for a Cloth to wrap his Bo-
dy in, faying he would carry nothing
that belong’d to this World.

All the while till the Coronation of
the New King, a Thoufand Cangaris,
or great Difhes of Pilax were diftributed
out of the King’s Kitchin, with as ma-
ny of Sweet-meats to Mullab’s, and
poor People, for the good of the Dead
Man’s Soul.

Scia-Selemon Dy’d at the Age of s3, Why this

when he had Reign’d thirty Years. He

was Exalted to the Throne by the Name chang'd
of Scia-Sof the Second, but afterwards s Name-

falling dc}‘perately Sick, he chang'd his
Nanie as follows. It is the Cuftom of
Perfia, that when the King falls Sick,
all the prime Men, and Governours of
Provinces fend a great quantity of Gold
Coin in a Bafon of the fame Metal, fet
with Jewels,
King’s Head three times, faying thefe
Words, Patfcia bafcena curbon olfon 5 that
is, This Mony is Sacrific’d for the Health
of the King’s Head. If the King reca-
vers, it is given to the Poor, with o-
ther Gifts of his Servants ; if he Dies,
it is put into the Treafury, The Ar-
menians alfo fend their Mony, but the
fame Words are not Spoke, only, Bas-
rafad-duk 5 that is, Defign’d for Alms.
The King being nothing the better for
all thefe Prefents, the three Phyficians
that Attended him were ill Us'd; as if
it had been in their Power to Cure him
immediately. The others therefore fear-
ing they fhould fare worfe, perfwaded
the King, that the Caufe of his Sicknefs,
was the Aftrologers not knowing how
to chufe a lucky Hour for his Exaltation
to the Throne, and therefore it was re-

quifice

Alms,

King

This is wav’d over the
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qu.ziﬁl:e he fhould dgain take Pofiefiion in
a more favourable Minute, and change
his Name. The Perfians having much

AN Faith in fach Fopperics, the King eafily
i g i

i ‘Ear to their Advice; an

ﬁ:': ers and Phyficians -Bﬂing'{'cl.:oﬁn
a fortunate Hour, a Day wa_snapfognted
for the New Coronation. ~But it being
unlawful for the King, according to the
Mahometan Superftition to perform his
Acdtion, without he had firft overthrown
and ‘cxpell’d fome wrongful Pretender,
or Ufurper of the Crown ; he caus’d a
Gors to be Apprehended, who faid he
was Defcended from the antient Stock
of the Ruffan’s, who wete Sovereigns
of Perfia and Parthia, andto be placd
on the Throae ¢n his Back agaiuft a
wooden Image. Then he caus’d all the

‘great Men to come to Honour him as
" their lawful King, till the fortunate

‘The
and Lal!o':i-
vioulnefs.

‘Hour was come; and as foon as it did,
that very Moment an Officer with his
Scimitar cut off the Head of the wooden
Image, and the Gori ran away; after
which the King aftended the Throne,
was faluted by the Nobility, girt oa his
Scimitar, and put the Sof's Cap on
his Head, which are the Ceremonics of
taking Pofleflion of the Crown among
the Perfians, changing his Name of

for that of Seleman. From that time the
Aftrologers loft the King’s Favour, and
the Phylficians regain’d it.

Scia-Seleman was Born of a Georgian
Woman, and having led his Life betore
he came to the Crown, cither among
Women, or Black Eunuchs he could
learn nothing but Cruelty or Lafcivieuf-
nefs. . Giving way to his bloody Genius,
he at fiefk govern’d with too much Rigor

. and Severity, whereof what he did by

one of his: Coneubines is no fivall Ex-
ample. It being the Cuftom, tho® unfit
and barbirous, for the Kings of Perfis
to Marry their Concubines to mean Per-
fons, contrary“to the PraQice of the
Ottoman’s, who beltow them on the
Prime Baffa’s, Scia-Seleman gave her he
Lov’d belt to a Gezor, or Wafher 5 but
the great Love he bore her prevailing,
he took her away again into the Aram,
fending her Husband, by whom fhe then
had fix Children, away upon fome ho-
‘nonrable Employment. The King one
Day out of Curiofity, or rather Jealou-
fy, ask’d her, which of the two fhe
Lov’d beft 5 and fhe anfwering boldly,
her Husband, becaufe with him fhe Livd
in God’s Grace ; the King in a Rage,
order'd her to be caft into the River
Love prevail'd ever his barbarous Incli-

nation, fo that Exccution being delay’d,
he iclin’d to forgive her, as it did fome
Months after, when he order’d her to be
Buro’d alive ; fo that fhe is ftill Living
In the Aram.

He continu’d this Severity for feveral
Years, putting to Death many great

‘Men of his Court upon very flight Oc-

cafions ; but afterwards addi®ting him-
felf altogether to Drunkennefs, and the
Pleafures of the Aram, he fo abfolutely
loft his Authority, that he had nothing
left’ but: the bare Name of 2 King 3
leaving the whole Charge of the Go~
vernment o Mirza-Taber, the Prime
Viziery, who had gain’d the firft Place
1n his Favonr, This Man was the great-
eft Thief in the World, and not re-
garding his great Age of eighty Years,
becaufe he found himfelf ftrong in Body,
he miaded nothing bat who bid mofty
and fometimes would floop fo low 2s to
take a Crown. They faid, that being
ohe Day ask’d by the King how many
Children he had, he anfwer’d, he did
not remember their Number ; but that
be would go:home, and write them
down. He rofe to this high pitch of
Preferment by the King’s liking fome
Verfes he made.

Among other Extravagancies com-

His Druas

mitted by, this King through exceflive keanets.

Drinking, it is reported, That Achbaer,”
the Son of the Great Mogul (who fled
under his Prote&ion from his Father)
being in Prefence among many Perfian
Noble Men, he laid his Hand to his
Sword to Wound thofe great Men, and
had done it, but that they fav’d them-
felves by Flight. Some time after he
ask’d Achbar, what he thought of that
Aétion 5 who wifely anfwer’d, That he
was very Abfoluote in his Throne. He
allow’d this Prince twelve Tomans a Day,
befides his Houfe, dnd all Neceflaries
for his Stable,

When he was fometimes prefs’d to Stupidity.

make War upon the Twrk, the Oppor-
tunity being fo favourable, that a bet-
ter could never be had; he anfwer'd,
That having once confented to make a
Peace, he was not to break his Faith.
His Friends fill nrging that, neverthe-
lefs the Twrk, when he had ended the

War with the Chriftians, would begin

again with him ; be inconfiderately an-
fwer'd, he fhould be fatisfy’d, aslong as
he had /fpaban left him. Thefe Thoughts
were infas'd incto him by his' prime Mi-
nifter, who was look’d upon to be of
the Turkifls Se&, and by {fome Counfel-
lors, who were of Opinion, That wh;n

the

by
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upon others. : ‘
pYet he was at War with Suboan Coli=

can, King of the Usbecks, and to his
great Lofs, for the following Reafon.
That King’s Brother being to go to
Mecea with the Queen, and a Retiune
of 3000 Tartars; Scia-Selemon, 10 the
fieft place would not allow above 200
of them to come into Ifpahan 3 and af-
terwards having a Casket of Jewels left
in his Cuftody, to be reftor’d when
thofe Princes return’d ; knowing the
Queen came without her Kinfman, who
Dy’d by the way, he made her go by
the way of Sciras, and not through 7/-
paban, withoug ever reftoring her Jew-
cls.

Friday 30th, 1 return’d to the Meidan,
to fee the Preparations for the Fuueral,
and found a great Multitude of Poor in
the King’s Mafch, to devour the Pilas
given them for the good of the Dead
Man’s Soul. [ Din’d with the Polifh
Ambaflador, who invited me to be one
of his Company, when he attended the
New King, which was very acceptable
to me, that 1 might fee the Palace.
That Night, being chofen as fortunate
by the Aftrologers, at feven of the
Clock the Cloth was to be cut for the
King’s Coronation Robes.

Saturday, the laft Day of the Month,
all Perfons were forbid departing the
City till the King was Proclaim’d, The
AmbafTadors were confin’d to their Hon-
fes, and the Mogul’s Son had Guards fet
upon him. Sunday the 1it of Auguft,
after Noon, the Obfequies were per-
form’d. An hundred Camels and Mules
led the way, loaded with Sweetmeats,
and other Provifions, to be given on the
Road to a thoufand Perfons that Ac-
Then came the
Body in a large Licter, cover’d with
Cloth of Gold, and carry’d by two Ca-
mels, led by the Nazar, or King's Stew-
ard. On the Sides went two Servants
burning the moft lFrec:ions Sweets in two
Fire-pans of Gold, and a multitade of
Mullah’s, faying their Prayers In a very
Noify manner. Next follow’d another
Horfe-Litter cover’d with red and green
Cloth, to ferve in cafe the firft fhould
break, and then all the great Men of
the Court with their Garments Rent,
and a Foot, except the Aemath-Dulet,
who was permitted to Ride, becaufe of
his great Age. Wherefoever he went
there were heard Lamentations, and adif=
mal Noife of the Subjecs ; the Company

1Yty

ftill increafing, till they came to be ten
Thoufand. He was carry'd a Mile from
the City to the Garden of Bax-Sofi-
Mirza, whither I went to fee him. " I
found him in the fame Litter encoms
pafS’d by Mullah’s, under a great Arch.
Not long after the Kilar-Agafi came to
diftribute Pilan to thofe that were to at-
tend the Body; which, when they had
Eaten, they fet out about half an Hour
after Night, to carry it to Kom, with-
out any Order, but in Confufion; ha-
ving taken off the Camels ufual Trap-
pings, and Dock’d the Horfes Tails.
They faid, that as they pafS’d through
the Villages, the Peafants would come
out to meet them, and would cut their
Flefh in a barbarous manner in Token
of Grief.

Monday 2d of Auguft, being the Feaft s%crri;ﬁm
or the

of the Porciunculary 1 perform’d my De-
votions. = The Sacrifice of the Camel be-
ing to be perform’d on Twefday 3d, 1
mounted betimes to go fee it; and pal=
fing by the Deroga’s Houfe, faw abun-
dance of People waiting to fee the
wretched Bealt that was Condemn’d to
Death, come out. In fhort, within an
Hour we faw it led in a Collar by two
Executioners, and the Deroga after them.
Following the Crowd out of the City,
I took notice of the ftately Bridge,
call’d Sciras, over the River Sandern.
It has 33 good Arches, and on them
high Walls of colour’d Bricks, leaving
a great Space in the middle, with a co-
ver’d Gallery, and narrow Paths on the
fides towards the River. At laft we
came to a great Field call'd Muffalla,
where there were abundance of Tombs
of Turks, Built after feveral manners.
Here tying the Camel’s Legs, he was
ftretch’d out on the Ground; and the

Deroga putting on a Sofi’s Cap (which

is round above, with a Horn in the mid-
dle, and a little Label hanging behind
like that of a Bifhop’s Miter) ftruck him
with a Spear ; then an Executioner cut
off his Head with an Ax, to prefent it
to the King. The four Quarters were
divided among great Men, and the reft
to the Multitude, who almott kill’d one
another to get a Bit. The Solemnity
had been greater, but for the King’s
Death. I faw this fame Camel pafs by
three Days before with three Children
on his Back, and two things like Salvers
beating before him, a great Company
of Vagabonds following, fome arm’d
with Hatchets, and fome wich Lances,
who led him from Houfe to Houfe to
get Mony. This Ceremony is perform’d

every

Camel,

S,
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every Year by the Perfrans, in Memory
of the Sacrifice Abrabam would have
offer’d, which they fay was of Jfmael,
and not of Jfaac, and that God fent him
a Camel inftead of his Son, and not a
Ram. Every one that can get it, Eats
that Day of the Camel’s Flefh with much
Devotion ; killing in their own Houfes
Sheep, Lambs, and abundance of Fowl,
to Solemnize the Feftival, the Chriftians
Eat not of thefe Creatures, becaufe of
the fuperftitions Words they utter when
they Kill them.

Then I wentto Zulfa, tofee the Houfe
of the Fefuits, and by the way in a
Field, faw the Tombs of the Armenians,
well enough Built. The Fefuits Church
was well contriv’d, fmall and curioufly
painted after the Fafhion of the Coun-
try. They have an excellent Garden
and Vineyard, and will in time be very
well to pafs, if the Vert-abier will let
them go on.

Village of A French Fefuit conduéted me hence

the Goriss

Their
Temple
and Fire,

Ur isFire.

to fee the Village of the Goris, by fome
Writers reckoned among the Suburbs of
Ifpaban. It is one long Street about a
Mile long, without any way into it but
at the ends, and one in the middle. It
is adorn’d with two rows of green G-
nar Trees, and two Trenches of Wa-
ter.
~Some of the Goris led me to their
Temple Built in the form of a Crofs,
and Arch’d, with Windows in the lower
part of the Wall, cover’d with Lattices.
There was no Altar in it, and but one
Lamp hanging in the middle. Afcend-
ing fix Steps, they fhew'd me in a
Room adjoyning to the Temple, their
Fire, which they feed with Wood, and
fometimes Burn on it the Fat of the
Sheep’s Tail. If any of them happen to
let the Fire go out in their Houfes, they
muft go to Light it at the Temple, and
therefore they are very careful to keep
it in.
Thefe Goris Live upon Tillage. Tho’
Ignorant, they believe in one only God,
the Creator of all Things. They ho-

‘nour, but do not adore the Fire, as

fome Write, in honour of the Fire,
from which Abrabam efcap’d unhurt,
when he was calt into it by Order of
a King of the Caldees (thefe People
Boafting that they are Defcended from
Abrabam, and the ancient Kings of Per-
Jfia) according to thofe Words of the
Scripture, Gen. 15. . 7. I am the Lord
thy Gody, who brought thee ont of Ur of the
Caldees. So that Tavernier is much mi-
ftaken, when he fays, that this is to be

undetftood of Abram- Ebraimzer- Arenchi
their Prophet, who was preferv’d from
Fire. =

Their Martiages are after this manner.
The Couple being come before the Prielt,
he before Witneffes receives the Con-
feat of both Parties; then he wafhes cheir
Foreheads, muttering certain Words;
after which they may not be Divorc’d
withiout a lawfal Caufe. They wath the
Children that are Born a few Days after
in Water, in which abundance of Flow-
ers have been Boil'd, their ignorant
Priefts praying over it.

They are very careful to Kill all un-
clean Creatures, there being a Day in
the Year appointed, on which Men and
Women go about the Ficlds killing the
Frogs. They drink Wine, and eat
Swines Fleth, but it muft be bred by
themfelves, and not have eaten any Thing
unclean. They abftain but five Days in
the Year from eating Flefh, Fifh, Butter
and Eggs 5 and three other Days they
Eat nothing till Night. Befides they
have thirty Feltivals of their Saints.

When any of them Dies, they carry
him out of the Town or Village, to a
Place wall'd in near the Mountain. There
they tie the dead Body ftanding upright
to a Pillar, (there being many for the
Purpofe) feven Spans high ; and going
to Prayers for the Soul of the Perfon
Departed, they ftand till the Crows come
to Eat the Body ; if they begin with the
right Eye, they Bury the Body, and re-
turn Home Joyfully, lcoking on it asa
good Omen 3 if they fall upon the left
Eye, they go away Difconfolate, leaving
the Body unbary’d.

Their Habit does not differ from that
of the other Perfian Peafants. The Wo-
mens is very Modeft, they wearing a
Petticoat after the Jralian manner, and
under it Breeches and Shoes after the
Perfian Fathion. About their Heads they
wrap a piece of Stuff made of Silk and
Linnen ; and on their Back hangs ano-
ther very large one, which does not on-
ly cover all behind, but the Breaft too,
being ty’d under the Chin. Their No-
fes are boar’d to wear a Gold or Silver
Ring in them, fomewhat fmaller than
that the Arab’s ufe.

As I return’d to Zulfa, an Armenian
fhew’d me a Clock of a new Invention.
It confifted of a Wheel hanging by twe
Threads faftned to the Spring, and mo-
ving regularly between two pieces of
Wood, by means of fome Contrivance
within, fhew'd the Hour.
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CHAP VIIL e, |
The Defeription of the Colony of Zulfa, and of the Religious Rites of the
Armenians. A e )

Ulfa, Sulfi, or Gidfa, is near the
Village of Gori, and two Miles’

aud half from Jfpaban, the River Sarderu
running betwigt them. It is a new Co-
Jony of Armenians, Who abandoning the

‘old one of the fame Name, fettled here

by Command of Seiu-Abas the Great,
when the War was hottelt between the
Turks and Perflans. It is three Miles in
Leagth, and nine in Compafs, by rq%
fon of the great Gardens in'it; fo that it
looks more like a Wood than a City..
The Houfes are handfome within, tho’
of Mud wichout, the Streets neater and
fraiter than thofe of Jfpaban, with long
Rows of high Cinar Trees on the fides,
and a Trench of Water in the middle
full of good Crabs. Here I muft not
omit the notable Jeft fome French-Men,
Iahabitants of Zulfa, told me, had been
put upon Tavernier, in relation to thefe
Crabs. He being at Dinner about forty
Years fince, with Monfieor: L’Eftoile,
hiihly commended the Crabs ; and the
other being a pleafant facetious Man,
faid to him, There are betrer now than at
any other time, becanfe they feed upon white
Mulberies. And perceiving the filly 7a-
wernier was curious to know further,

how they came to Eat Mulberies, that

he might Write it down 3 he added,
‘That thofe Crabs about Sun-fet came
ont of their Holes near the Trees, and
climbing them, fed upon white Mulbe-
ries all Night, and then at break of Day
retorn’d ‘to the Water ; and therefore
the Gardiners in the Night fhook the
Trees, and gathering a good quantity
of them, carry’d them to Sell in the
Market. - ‘This Story told asa Jeft was
fwellow’d by Tavernier, and writ down
as Truth, which is an Impofition npon
others as Silly as bimfelf. ~ All this was
told me by the faid Monfieur L’Effoiles
Son, by an old Armenian, and by three
French-Men, who knew him at Zulfa.
By this we may judge of the Truth of.
the reft of his Stories fince he was fo
Credulous in a ‘T‘hing fo imiprobable.
The Perfiuns dre fo far from Eating,
that they have an extraordinary Aver-
fion for them. TR

As for the Government of the Arme-
wians at Zulfs, the King caufes Jultice

to be rigoroufly Adminiftred among
them in criminal Cafes ; and for the Ci-
vil appoints a Kalenfer, or Judge of
that Nation, who rates what they are to
pay to the Exchequer. Thefe are at
prefent the richeft Subje&s of the Nas
tion, become fo by the Mony lent them
at firlt by Scia-Abas the Firft, and by
the great Trade they have throvghout
the World, but more efpecially in Silk;
befides they are o Frugal both in their
Houfes and Travelling, that the Mony
Hourly increafes in their Purfes.

In {piricual Matters they are govern’d The Spisi-
bz:_an Arch-bilhop, who is Independent tual:
0

[ the Patriarch, and has four {uffragan
Bifiops. = ‘That Srephen we have before
made mention of, relying upon this his
Independency, made a Trade of felling
the Sacraments and Burials, openly with-
out any Shame, by that means heapiog
together fome hundred Thoufands of
Pieces of Eight. :

‘Belides their own, the .Armenians
Ipeak the Perfian and Turkifh Languages.
And there are two forts of the Arme-
nian writ with differeqt Chara&ers 5 that
is, the Learned for the Clergy and Re-
ligious Worfhip, and the Vulgar for the
other People.

Not to fpeak of the Bare-foot Carme- Miffor
Iites, Expell’d, as was faid before, there ners.

were Fefuirs and Dominicans in Zulfa ;
but a very fmall Number of two or three
ina Houfe, being fcarce enough to fay
the Divine Office. As for Catholicks
there are very few, and fewer Children
inftruéted in the Catholick Religion, for
as foon as the Fere-abier hears of any, he -
Excommunicates the Parents ; who ra-:
ther than be Expos'd to the Fury of the
Mulcitude, are forc’d to take away their-
Children.

' The Armenian Women are very Beau» Women.

tiful without any help from Art, ~They
cover their Heads with a fine white
Cloth ty’d under the Chin. All their
Hair is made into one Trefs, which hangs
on their Back in a Velvet Bag; the
richer fort wear Gold, and Jewels like
the reft of the World.

Wedne[day 4th, 1- ftay'd in the Gity, Armenien
and going to hear Mafs in an Armenian Mafis

Church, found but one Alwar. = The
Choir

y
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Choir was five Steps higher than the
Ifle; and both Parts cover’d with good
Carpets. The Mafs was faid by the
Arch-bifhop, ferv’d by two Bifhops, as
Deacon, and Sub-deacon, and during it
there was a great Number of Candles
Lighted on the right fide of the Altar.
After reading the Gofpel, the Clergy
began to Rm% fome {mall Bells faftned
to the ends of Staves five Spans long,
and both Lay-Men and Church-Men Sung
to that Noife. When the Bread was
Confecrated, one of the Bifhops took
the Chalice out of a little Window, and
carrying it abont the Altar, plac’d it
thereon, faying fome Prayers. Then
the Prieft taking it up, with the Bread
on it, turn’d to the People (who Pro-
ftrating themfelves on the Ground be-
gan to beat their Brealts) faying, This
is the Lord that gave his Body and Blood
for us. Then turning again to the Al-
tar, he receiv’d the Bread alone, dipp’d
in the Wine ; and going down to the
bottom of the Choir with the Bread and
Chalice in his Hands, faid three times,
the People as often repeating it. 1 con-
fefsy 1 believe that this is the Body and
Blood of the Son of God, who takes away
the Sins of the World, and who is not only
onr Salvation, but all Mankinds.  This
done, he Communicated with Bread,
dipp’d in the Wine the very Children
of two or three Years Old; not confi-
dering they might caft it out. They
ut no Water into the Chalice, giving
Exr their Reafon, That our Lord when
he Conftituted the Sacrament drank it
Pure. The Bread is Unleaven’d, and
the Prieft makes it the Day before; of
the bignefs of our Wafers. _

In Lent they do not Receive, and they
fay only one Mafs upon Sundays in a low
Voice, the Prieft not to be feen, and
only the Gofpel and Creed are Read a-
loud. They do it in the fame manner
on Maunday-Thur[day, and then all that
will may Communicate; but moft of
them ufe to do it at the Mafs which is
faid on Holy-Saturday, before Sun-fet-
ting 3 after which they may Eat Oil,
Butcer and Eggs. Y _

On Eafter-Sunday another Mafs is faid,
fill in a low Voice, at which they give
the Communion, and then all are allow’d
to Eat Fleth, fo it be Kill’d that fame
Day. Before all their four principal
Feafts, which are Chriftmas, the Afcen-
fion of our Lord; the Annunciation of
the Blefled Virgin, and St. George, they
have eight Days Falt, during which they
are not to tafte Fleth, Eggs, Fifh, But-
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ter or Oil,  They have fo great a De-~
votion for St. George, that fome of them
will be three, and others five Days with-
out Eating any thing. e Ty

_When any one has a mind to make
his Son a Church-Man, he carries him to
the Prieft, who faying fome Prayers puts
the Cope upon him. ~This Ceremony is
to be perform’d feveral times in feveral
Years; after the fourth, if the Youth
will not become a Monk, he may Mar-
ry, and if fhe happens to Die, and he
will take another, he may not be made
a Prieft. When he is eighteen Years of
Age, the Ceremony is perform’d the
feventl_l time, and he is conduéted in all
the Prieftly Veftments by a Bifhop, or
the Arch-bifhop himfelf to the Church,
where he muft have ferv'd a Year be-
fore. Priefts may not Eat or Drink with
their Wives five Days before faying
Mafs, and five Days after; and both
they and the Monks are to {pend the firft
five inthe Church, without touching any
Food with their Hands, and for the other
five they mult Eat nothing but Eggs, and
Rice boil’d in Water and Salt.

The Arch-bifhop’s Life is very Au-
ftere, for fome of them Eat Fifh, and
Flefh but four times a Year, and all the
relt Roots and Herbs. They, and all
other Church-men and Lay-men have fix
Months and three Days Fatt in the Year,
during which time they Eat nothing but
Bread, and fome raw Herbs; the La-
bouring People at beft feeding on Gar-
den Stuff boil’d with Salt, and with
Nut-Oil if they will ; as for Flefh they
Eat none in the moft dangerous Diftem-
pers.

_ The Sacrament of Baptifin is Admi-
nifter'’d on Swnday, unlefs there be im-
minent danger of Death before, and is
done in this manner. The Infant is
carry’d to Church by the Midwife, where
after the Prieft has faid fome Prayers,
he is dipp’d Naked into the Water, and
deliver’d to the God-father. Then the
Prielt putting together two Cords; one
of red Silk, the other of Cotton (to fig-
nify the Blood and Water that came
from our Saviour’s Side) ties them about
his Neck, and then Anointing his Fore-
head with Holy Oil, fays, 7 Baprize thee
in the Name of the Father, of the Son,
and of the Holy Ghoft ; Anointing all the
extream Parts of the Body, ftill repeat-
ing the fame Words. When the Bap-
tifm is over, the God-father goes out
of the Church with two lighted Candles
in his Hands, and the Infant on his
Arms, and carries it to the Mother’s

d Y Houfe;

Priefts;

Arch-bi~
fhops.
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Houfe, attended by feveral Mufical In-
ftruments; where having receiv’d her
thanks he kiffes the Top of her Head.
As for the Name they give the Child
that which falls out on the Day inthe Ca-
lendar, or elfe the next to come.  Then
they make a plentiful Entertainment ,

according to the Peoples quality, t0

which all the Kindred and Friends, and
all the Priefts and Monks of the Parifh
are invited. They that will faye this
charge which is very great, pretend the
Child is like to dye, and baptize it ona
Week Day. The trouble is greater
when Women are deliver’d within  the
Fortnight before Chriftmas, forthen the
Chriftning muft be putoff till that which
is our third of Fammary, they following
the old Account without the alteration
of the ten Days. Then they ere@ three
Scaffolds cover’d on the River Sanmdern,
and a fort of Altar on the middlemoft
of them ; and on Chrifimas Day in the
Morning before $un rifing, all the Ar-
menian Clergy of Zulfa being there with
their Veftments, Croffes and Banners;
the Crofs is thrice dipp'd in the River,
throwipg in holy Qyl every time j then
having faid the Baptifinal Prayer, the
Prieft plunges the {nfant into the cold
River Water, with the ufval fort of
Words and other Ceremonies.

The holy Oyl they ufe is not of Olives,
but of feveral Flowers, (efpecially of the
Flower of Paradice, by them call’d Be-
leffan-Taghe) and other Sweets.” It is
Blefs’d on the Eve of the Nativity of our
blefled Lady , and then the Patriarch
diftributes it throughout Europe, ~Afia,
and Africk. R

Being invited to a Wedding that was

Marriages. o b at Zulfa on wafdg the gth, 1

went thither betimes, and ffay’d to Din-
ner with the ReQtor of the Fefuits. Then
being fent for we went to the Bride-
grooms Houle, where there wasa great
number of his Kindred and Friends. He
mounting a Horfeback with a great At-
tendance went to receive the Bride, who
being alfo mounted on a Horfe richly fec
out with Jewels ; they went together to
the Church, follow’d by abundance of
Rindreda Horfe-back with lighted Flam-
boys in their Hands. - They alighted be-
fore the Church and went up ftreight to
the Altar, where ftanding clofe Face to
Face , the Bifhop read in a Book that
refted on their Heads, and having re-
ceiv’d their Confent gave them his Blef
fing with the noife of Drums and other
barbarous Inftruments.  Then having
hoegdrd Mafs, they return’d in ‘the fame
Jrder.

thB

It is to be obferv'd that the Armenians

fhould take them iato the Aram  The
Mothers generally ‘make the coatrad,
and then acquaint the Fathers with it.
When it is concluded, the Bridegroom

Mother goes with two aged Women

and a Pricft to the Brides Mothers, and

ives the Ring from her Son; foon after
¢ comes, aud is blef’d by the Prieft

together with the Girl; and then they
all drink merrily. ~ After this Betroath-
ing, the Bridegroom is oblig’d every
Year at Eafter to {end the Bride a Gar-
ment fuitable to her quality.
they are to celebrate the Nuptials, the
Husband’s Father fends aMeal three Da

before to the Mother in Laws Houfe
where the Kindred on both fides meet,
the Men in one Roomand the Women in
another. ‘The next Day the Bridegroom
fends the Bride a Garment, and then goes
to receive that the Mother in Law gives

him, or the eldeft Kinfwoman, who is

alfo to put it on the firft time.
- When an Armeniandyes, the Mord:-

[feiriy or wafher of the Dead takes a Vef-.

fel of holy Water out of the Church,

and poursicinto the Pool wherc the Bo-

dy is to be wafh’d, which done he takes
all he had on, and puts him on a white
Shirt and other Linnen, all new, fowing
him up befides in a new Sack.  Then the
Priets accompanpd by all che Kindred
with lighted Candlesin their Hands, con-
vey the Body to the Charch, before the
Altar, and '3 Prieft having faid fome
Prayers, they place the Candles about it,
and leave it fo all Night. In the Mora-
ing, after faying MafSitis carry’d before
the Archbifhop’s, or Bifhop’s Door, that
he may fay the Lord’s Prayer for the Sonl
departed.  Thisdoneit is carry’d tothe
Church-yard, the Bifhop and Priefts fing-
ing feveral Prayers by the Way, till it
is lay’d in the Grave. Then the Bifho
taking up a Handful of Earth throws it
on the Corps, faying thrice. ' Fom
Earth thow canicft, and 1o Earth thon fhals
rvetwn s remain theve till the coming of
our Lord. Then they fill up theGrave.
When the Kindred and Friends retorn
home they finda good Dinner, made
ready, and among the richer fort they
treat the Priefts and Monks for feven
Days. : ”
When a Bifhop dies, befides the afore-
faid Ceremonies, after Mafs they put a
Paper into his Hands, with thefe Words
writ on it, Remember thar thou cameft
from Earth, and [hal returs to Earsh. If
a

When

marry their Daughters very ¥ ;
" almoft intheir ﬁmw{armgﬁﬁg '
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a Slavedies, his Mafter writes on fuch 4

iece of Paper, that he is not difpleas’d
Ee fhould have his Freedom, .and that
he gives him his Liberty. If any one
kills himfelf, they do not carry him out
at the Door of the Houfe, but break
down the Wall and bury him without a-
ny Ceremony. :

On the Eve of the Feaft of the holy
Crofs, both Men and Women go to the
Church-yard with good Provifions, and
fpend all the Night there, lamenting a
while, and then Eating and Drinking

merrily 5 and there is no poor Body in
the City thatomits doing this. - !
. To conclude this Chapter, [ fay, the
Armenians firmly adhere to their ancient
Coftoms and the Chriftian Faith, not-
withftanding the infinite Perfecutions
rais'd againft them by the Mabometans.
Very few of them have imbrac’d the
Mahometan Religion, blinded by Intereft;
for the Renegado is put into poffeflion
of all his Kindreds Goods, and even of
his Fathers, who muft afterwards live
upon his Soas courtelie.

CHAP IX

The Coronation of Scia-Oﬂ'en, and the Mangeles, or Audience afterwards given
1o the Ambaffadors and Nobility,

He Hour the Aftrologers thought
l fortunate for the Crowning of the
new King drawing near, on Fryday 6th,
he put out an Order that all who had any
Shops in the Bazars fhould fet up Lights
before them, and ftay there till Midnight,
upon forfeiture of twelve Tomans. 1
had the cuviolity to go about at Night
to fee thefe Lights with a Perfian Lord ;
and having walk'd about feveral Streets
found nothing extraordinary, there be-
ing only Tallow Candles burning in the
Shops, withoutany Fireworks, or Wax-
Flambeaus. The Bazars how’d well,
rather for their lengch than the number
of Lights, Thisl{uppos’d to be becaufe
the Perfians rather fear than love their
King, and therefore it is not ftrange
that the fame Day Scia-Sellor dy’d there
were publick Weddings kept in I/paban.
I thought I fhould have {een fomething
great in the Meidan, the place being fo
proper for it, but was difappointed.
 Whilfk they expeéted the hal;)py Hour,
we went in at the Gate of Alacapi.
Within it are two large Arches, which
fopport a great Struure feveral Stories
high; efpecially the fecond of them, o-
ver which on the left Hand is the Hall
whither the Fizier, the Nabab, and the
Axond came to adminifter Juftice on the
Days appoiated.
. Going further in along an uncover’d

Way buc Wall’d on both fides, with

Arches along them,isa Pond of Water;
on the left is the Door that leads to the
Garden, where the dead King’s Body
was wafl’d, and on the right the Rooms
of thofe thathave taken San&uary, and
both thefe Doors were guarded by Sofis,
who pray’d for the Kin

Vol. IV.
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. Taking the opportunity of the Night
1 went to fee the King’s great Mo/ch, it
being forbid to go into it in the Day. A
great Gate cover’d with Plates of Silver
leads into the firft Arch, which has o~
thers on the fides making a Semicircle,
and all of them make the way into the
Cloifter. = There is a curions Bafon or
Fountain of Stone, and a double rank of
Pillars about, with Rooms on the firft
Floor for the Mullachs and other inferior
Officers to live in. Oppofite to the a-
forefaid Gate, there are three beautiful
Doors to go into the Aofch. All the
outfide of the Stru@ure hitherto de-
fcrib’d of the two Towers without, and
of the two joyning to the Asfch, is a-
dora’d with Bricks, or Tiles artificially
Colour’d, asis vs'd in Pc:l‘ﬁa_f. The five
Ifles the Mofch is compos’d of are adorn’d
with Gold and Azure. In the middle-
moft which is the largeft, is the Cupula
fupported by four very great{quare Pil-
lars. Thofe on the fides which are low-
er, reft on thick Columns of free Stone.

“Two great Windows %ivé Light to the.

Mofch ;5 they are plac’d in that part of
the Wall of the middle Ifle, which is
higher than the fide Arches. At the
end of the Mofeh is a good Jalpar Stone
fix’d in the Wall, eight fpans high and
four in breadth: There were no Lamps
hanging, asis us'd by the Turks; but
there were good Carpets on the Ground,
and on the left of the Niche the Pulpit,

with curious Stone-fteps up to it.
Being weary of walking through fo
many Bazars, we went under the Bell,
on' the North fide of the Meidan, into
a Coffee-Houfe , diverting our felves
with {moaking till the Fortupate hour
T % was
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1694. Veft and Tutbant, very gravely began a  fimpliciey. = Suloind S
v~ Speech in commendation of Seia-Abas. Underftanding on ' ¥ 11th, The Hall
the Great, and of Scia-Sefi, extolling that the Ki ‘made the Mangeles, thay of Audi-
their AQions and Gonquells.  He grew i, gave Pu ick Audience, and an En-

fo hot in his Panegyrick, thav he cry’d’
out like a Madman, 4nd roar’d’ like'a
Bull, foaming at the Mouth, efpecially
when he mentio’d any particular Ex-

ploit, the Hearers applauding him 1?
5

clapping their Hands, and Pipes. T
confufion lafted two Houvs, after which
the Muli<h went about gathering an
Almsof oneor two Cafbis a Head, and
carry'doff two Abaffis. '

The hour the Aftrologers thiought.
aufpicious being come,which yet was un-

fucky by reafon of the Rain, about half
an Hour after Midnight, there was heard
an nngrateful found of Druoms, and
* Trompets, playing to Scia-Offen, ‘then
feated on the Thronhe 3 and in this mean
mantier was the Coronation 'of fo greit
a King Solemniz’d. 1t is, tofay the
“Truth, improper to call it a Coronation
of Mahomeran Kings, becatife they 'afe
fio' Grown, and this Ceremony is only
receiving the Hlomage of the Nobility.
They fiid that the King being advis'd

to take the Name ‘of Scia-lfmacl, an-
fwer’d, Why, have'not I a name of my
owi? At the perfuafion’of the Axond
he confirm’d the donative of 14000 To-
mans gt;]rau:ed by his Father to the 'Sub-
jotts, but rever paid:’ Nt s iste
Sarirday 7ih; the new King prohi-
bited the ufe of Wire upon Pain of
Death, beginning by his own' Houfe;
wherche broke allthe Veflels his Father
had kept it in. T believe this feverity
did not laft' long, ‘thofe Princés being
too much given toWise 5 and Drutik-
ennef§ is'a Vice they transfer to their
Sticceflors with the Crown,  ~* <
" Sunday Sth, ‘the Son of the G. Megil

e,

feat the King ‘'a Piféhes, ‘or ' Prefencof

20066 Tomans Valve, confifting of ‘dn
'_E.f!:fvlyant,ca silver Ciftern, and a/great
Gold Basket fet with Jewels, made like
thiofe the Perfians carty Froit in.’ =
At Tength the ‘Kig -appﬁﬂdfin;?gb‘-
Tick on Mundayoth, tlad'in Red, having
fitlt - generoufly (diftributed 2000 rich
Garinents among the Nobility,and Cour-
tiers, according to their feveral qualities.
Tuefday ‘10th, ‘two Wretchés were
taken drinking of 'Wine, and tho® they
pleaded }gp‘dra;iq&"fof the Edi&, they
were dreadfully’ beaten  in'the Meidsn,
till' the ‘Nails ‘of their Toes dropt off,
and they 1o/t much Blood ; and'yetthey

1So

tertainment over and above, 1 went to
the Polifh Ambailador, and wich him to
the Palace.  We enmdﬁa the Gate of
Ala-Capiy, with the ufualdlifpleafing har-
wiony, and afcending four fteps found
the room of Audience was. , with
the Roof well painted and Gilt, fop~
ported by 4o Pillars. The length of

-this Hall is divided into three parts, each
“a ftep higher than the other, for the

Nobility to ftand according to their
Rank and Quality. On the 3d afcent
ftands the Royal Throne rais’d but two
Spans‘above the Floor, and eight Foot
Square. We found the King ficting ona
brocard Cufhion, and Icaning his E’ck
againft foch gnother. On hisfides fto
ten Enntchd, holding ‘his Pipe, Scimi-
ter, and‘feveral other things. In this
fame part of the Room, ten Spans from
the Kiﬁg;y !togd ﬁ‘l:fefm?&-gmm
Kilar-Apafs, the CurfiBafei, the Saper-
Jelur, aﬂm& eat Men. In msgm
dle parc of the Room fteod the Ghams
or Governors of Proviaces, and the
Kifil- Baféis, or Military Officers. In
the lower part werethofe that play’d on
i
en the Pope’sahd Folifh Ambatia-~
ors came in, the Memundar, or Mafter
Foreheads to the Ground, and the fame
1oy were before the Throne.

It che Dinner ‘was getting reads,
Kirig was inforni’d by the Armath-

Diler, ‘*ﬁ%&i*ﬁﬁjﬁﬁﬂjgﬁﬁmm oughe

the manner of the Country; ner.

gﬁﬁ ry Body fitting crofs-legg'd
atis, every Body fitting crofs-legg’

? ﬁa piece ﬂogﬁlk=hiwwomgl§fm:
with a'Skin over'it. + Fitft'came feveral

forts of Fruit, and Sweat-meats in Gold
Difhes. Then three great Bafons of
Pilan, ved, white, and yellow, cover'd
with Puallets and other Flefli, which was
diftributed in Gold Plates. 1 being at
the Amballadors Table, ‘eat no Filas,
becaufe I eannot endure Butter, and
therefore tafted only fome Fruitsfeafon’d
with Sugar or Vinegar. ‘The King had
the fame Dyet on a Table cover’d with
Cloth of Gold. All Perfons eat. ;l:eu

eat
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fhort after the manner of the Levant.
They drink a great deal of Limonade,

WYV and Rofe-water with Sugar-candy.

TheKing,

Stables
and Hor-

The Gar-.
den,

After dinner about noon, the Audi-
ence was difmifS'd, and every one went
his way. When the King ftood up, I
obferved, he wore a long Garment of a
Gold colour, with a Girdle and Turbant
after the Perfian manner witha rich Jew-
el of Diamonds in it. He was abont 2
Years of Age, rather Short than Tall,
his Eye-brows thick, his Complexion
fair, and his Beard black.

As we went out, the Palifh Ambafla-
dor was pleas’d to fhow me the King’s
Stables and Horfes. There were no-
ble Creatures, with Gold Troughs be-
fore them, and great Pins or Nails of
the fame Metal about to tye them by
the Feet, as is the cultom of Perfia. We
did not mind to fee the reft becaufe ic
was then late, but were told there were
in all 1 500 Horfes, as well for the King’s
Service (for whom two are to ftand rea-
dy faddled every day) as for the Ladies
in the Aram, the Eunuchs, and other
Courtiers. By the great Gate there
were al{o Lions ferv’d in Gold, like the
Horfes.

Having waited on the Ambaffador to
his Houfe, as I was returning to the
Monaftery, I met a greac Multitude of
Horfemen going off. Moft of them to
fhow -they were the King’s Officers had
a lictle Drum hanging to the Pummel of
the Saddle, and the rim-of it Silver,
which they beat when they want to be
aided  and aflifted in Bufinefs of the
King’s.
T hurfday 12th, I went to fee the Mint
of  Zpaban, near the Houfe of the .En-
glefh.  Herethey Coin dbaffis, Mamudys,
and. Seiays, after the fame manner as at
Taurisand Erivan: | Fryday 13th, 1 only
din’d with F. Elias3 and Saturday 14th,
wenta Shooting, and. brought - home a-
bundance of Pigeons, - o

. Sunday 15th, the Prior and I with all

the Fathers went ont of Town to fec

the Garden of Bach-Xofch-curia; where

L

the King tfes to divere himflf when he
is to undertake a Journey, cill the for-
tunate hour appointed by the Aftrolo-
Fers for him to fet out. Short of it |
aw a good Mofch, with the ufual Or-
nament of colour'd-bricks, but the Tow-
ers threatned Ruin. In the Garden we
found great variety of Fruit, but not
very good becaufe of the thicknefs of
the Trees, which ftarve one another.
There is a lictle Brook enclos’d within
a Canal of Stone, and in the midft of it
a little Summer Houfe for the King,
This Stru@ure confifts of a great Square
Arch, witha Fountain of good Marble
in the middle and four Doors on the
fides. Near the four Angles at the bot-

tom, there are four little Rooms, and

eight on the upper-floor. ‘The Arches

are all Gilt and Painted with Figures

drinking, or Women fhowing all their

parts naked through Tranfparent veils,

On one fide of the Garden is a little 4-

ram, enclos’d with high Walls, and a

{mall Garden init. All the Houfe con-

fifts of one large Hall, four little Rooms,

and a Gallery indifferently furnifh'd, as

is all the reft.

Munday 16th, at Night, F. Emannel
an Auguftinian made his efca pe privately,
in order to go to Reme to do Pennance
for his offence. He being Vicar of the
Monaftery four Years before, had fquan-
der’d a great deal of Mony idly, and
therefore fearing the Anger of his Supes
rior, turn’d Adabomeran, to the great
Trouble of allthe Portuguefes, taking the
Name of Affan-Culibech.

The King having been fhut up in the
Aram from his Infancy, it was known on
Tuefday 17th, that they taught him to
ride in the Garden, that he mighe ap+
pear in Poblick. This is the Policy of
the Perfian Court, contrary to the Pra-
&ice of the reft of the World ; for even
the greateft Men are kept ignorant,
whether there isa Succeffor to the Crown
ornot; the Eunuchs keeping the fecret
inviolably , and having the care of
the King’s Children in the Womens
apartment.

LUEEUS
& b Sl

CHAP X

Of the Royat }Q.“.’.?’”‘.’ of Sarafabet, and the Audience of Leave given the Popé's

. A

and. King of Poland’s Ambaffadors.

R T Ednefday 18th, 1 ch:.t;'-_?_'.qo Zulfa, Way. The King goes to it from the
i, fo IR and.:.?{ return’d faw the Garden  Gardens of Ifpahan aver a Bridge of 14
©Of Sarasabar, which is on one fide of the Stone Arches, (upon the River Sandsrs)

Ly

S,
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oppofite to which, on Zulfa fide is a
Gallery,-whofe Roof is fupported By_zo

wooden Pillars Gilc; where the King
when he is taking his Pleafure receives

Ambafladors. In it are the fame Divi-
fions as in the Hall at .U';labm, 4 fine
Fountain, and 3 Rooms behind the Roy-
al Throne. It has alfo Communication
with another Gallery towards the Gar-
den. .
{o this Garden there is a thick Wood
of Fruic-trees of feveral forts; a Stone
Canal, with little Fountains in the mid-
dle, and two great ones at the ends,
and a litcle Houfe built after the fame
Model as that in the Garden of Bach-

Xofch-Cuna. The Aram is clofe by the

River with fmall Rooms, without any
thing valuable about them,

Having no more to fee after Dining,
on T fsuréﬂy 1oth, with the Director of
the Dwch” Company, [ went on Friday
20th, to vilit the Superior of the French
Cogueris., Satwrday 211t the Polifh Am-
baffador fent betimes to know whether
I wonld go with him to his Andience.
Knowing it was to take his leave, and
being curious to fec the cuftom us’d
there, T'drefs’d my felf immediately, and

mounting a Horfe-back went tothe Am-
baffadors, with my own and the Priors

Servant. We ftay’d an hour for the
Mafter of the Ceremonies, and § Hor-
fes the King ufed to fend, and then we
mounted, the Ambaflador honour’d me
with the next place to himfelf. The
Train confi of 19 Perfons afoot,
arm’d with Muskets, of 20 a Horfe-
back, and others, in all to the Number-of
6o. We alighted at the Gate of Ala-
Capi, where we found four Tygets, fe-

veral Lions, and 4 Elephants, two great

and two fmall ones, cover’d with Cloth
of Gold, all in.a row. The Elephant
prefented by Hesbar the G. Mogul’s Son,
which had been firft given him by Scia-
Selemon, had a great Silver feat on his

back, as is ufual for thofe Creatures to

carry. Haviog Eafs’d through the firlt
and fecond  Arches, a place was ap-
pointed us to ftay till the time of the
Audience. This place was two Spans
higher than the other floors, and co-
ver’d with good Carpets. In the inner
part fate the Ambaflador of the King
of the Imans, an Araby whofe Kin%dom
is hear Mecca, and came to perfuade
the Perfian to make War with the Jfman
of Mafcate in Arabia Felix. Ontheop-
pofite fide was the Armenian the Pope’s
Ambaflador, and the Provincial of the
Dominicans, with another Friar, ' In
1

another Arch on the right, fat, after a
barbarons manner, 'the Embaflador of
the Ring of the TUsbeks with his Re-
tinue. Whillt we were here, the Fa-
mily of Hecbar pafS'd by, being about
40 Perfons clad ih Silk and Gold, with
their little Turbants, after the Jndian
Fafhion, made of the fineft Silk, the
Kinog having fent for them, v

The Kings of Perfia ufe to give Am-
baffadors four Calates , or rich long
Gowns at their firft and laft Audiences,
whereas the Turk gives them only at the
firlt; but the Pokifh Ambaffador had but
one that Morning, becaufe he had re-

ceiv’d ‘the four in the Reign of Scia Sele~

mon, when he was difmifS’d by the As-
math-Dulet, Now that difmifling having
taken no effect, by reafon of the King’s
Death, 'and other Caufes already men-

tion’d, 1 thought it not confonant to

the Generofity of fo great a King, to
reckon upon thofe he had given before.
That he had was of Cloth of Gold, af-
ter the Perfian manner 5 an "f er Velt
of Pearl Colour Silk, with Go é)gtrip'es,
made like a Cope, and a Turbant, and
Safh of Silk and Gold, and long Sleeves.
The King had fent Hechar a Prefent
worth 3000 Tomans 3 that is 2000 in
Gold and Silver, and rooo in Silks, with
12 Garments; but that Prince excusd

himfelf from going to the Audience, till

40 Days after the late King’s Death, and

that his Beard was grown, which he had’

cut a little in token of Grief. L
“"The Popes Ambaflidor had three Gar-

ments ; That he wore was of Cloth of

Silver, the upper Velt of Cloth of Gold.

and the Safh and Turbant of Silk and

Gold. * The other two the Dominicans

wore were as rich, but of other Colours,
The Usbek Ambaflador had his Gownor:
- Caffack ‘of Cloth of Gold flower’d, and:
the upper Veit, call’d by the Perfans Ba-

lapafe, of Cloth of Silver. Two Per-
fons of his Retinue woré the other two
Garments given him, which were of dif-
ferent Colours. But his Turbant 'was

after his Country fathion, {mnall and faarp -

at the Top ‘with a black Feather in the
middle. :

After we had been above an Hour fa
this indecent Place, hemm'd in with Ser~
vants and Footmen, at length the Audi-
ence began by the Ambaflador of the
Kiag of the fmans, who was clad in his

“own Cloaths after the Twrkifh fafhion ,

having had no Calata or Garment giv
him. ~ After him we went into the Gar-

den, “about  fifty. Paces from the"Arch fo

where the Audience was, but were fain
to

G,
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A~ toftay a while by a2 Fountain before we mention’d in the other Hall. Wien the
Gemelli. were introduc’d tothe King. ThisGar- Ambaffador came within fix Paces of the
1694. den is about fifty Yards fquare, and has “King, he fet his Hands on the Ground,
LA four Allies making a Crofs, adorn’d with | bowing down his Forchead almoft to the

tall Cinar Treesy Onthe fide adjoyning
to the Talar-Tevile, or Hallof Audience,
is a curious Foungain, about twency Spans
in length, witha little rais’d Place in the
middle for the King and great Ones to
ftand cool. At the end f the Fountain
which reaches to the' Hall, there wére
two great SilszerhV;g:f& Tln[tpe'adj&y u[i:
ing -Alley two-hundved Top/cis ox Muf-
Ketiers of che Kings were diaeiup in

Rank; fome Giarci or Executioners with
Clubs on their Shoulders; at the end
whereof wasa Globe c8ver’d with Silver,
calld Topus 3 and then fome Sofis, who
had the fame fafhiod®d Caps as the Giar-

vis,, but differing from them in. that they .

wete cover’d with §ilk.  Under the Wall
of the Hall ftood twenty Horfes with all
their Forniture adorn’d wich great Dia-
monds.,.. Rubies, Emecralds. and other
Stones of great Value. The Stirrups
were of maflive Gold, aud the worft
Saddles cover’d with Clothof Gold, with
Nailsof the fame Metal. - :
‘The Audicace Chamber was not the
fame we were in before, being a grear
Room joyning to the Garden, as has been
faid, the Walls of it Painted and Gilt,
and adorn’d’ with Looking-glafies , as
were the four woodden Pillars which fup-
ported a fmall Scaffold. In the midf
was a Fountain, and at tge_ - endas jrwere
@ greas Miebe or GIOICE, cONtauMng the
Royal Throne fourteen Spans fquare.
On that fide next the Garden feveral Ma-
ficians fat on Carpets playing vpon vari-
ety of ‘lnlhmegts,-_ - wlgl?fk' mfﬁ fang
after a barbarous Manner, ‘We afcend-
od front the firft part of the Room where
thefe People were, to the fecond, as was
deferib’d i the other Hall, where leav-
ingus, the Ambaffador was led by the
ight Arm by the Memondar, and by the
by the Efeicagafi-Bafci, who is great
Porter, or Mafter of the Ceremonies,
to the King.  His Majefty fate on a
ifhionupon good Carpets, and had two

1 pIIupoOn

-~ other Brocard Cufhions at bis Back, A-
~ bout him ftood many Eunuchs, as was

Pavenent. When he flood vp again thié
Arath-Dulee came befofe him, and tak-

ing @ Letter ouf of a Gold Bafon ghat

was at the Kings Pect with other Letfers
and abundance of Flowers, deliver'd it
to the Ambaffador, who with greatSub-
miflion laid it on hi€ Head. Then the
Memondar and Malter of the Ceremonies
;oqls itand plac’d i op his Turbant, that

ina ‘R might be well (en by all People. The

Letter was cover'd with Cloth of Gold

-as ds. us’d among the Eaftern Nations,

two Spans i length, and proportiona=
i Breadth, Having receivd the | et

ter, and Compliment of leave by the

Mouth of the Amach-Dulit, he made

foch another Obeifince as he had dong Hes
fare, and was by the fame Officers recon-
duéted down to the Garden.

“Fhe Pope’s Ambaflidors went in next,
and we ftay’d in the Garden till he came
out, that we might all go away toge-
ther ; fince being difmils’d we were not
to ftay to the King’s Mangeles or Dip-
ner.  Belides the great Letter for the
Pope, his Ambaflador had a finall one
for the Republick of Fexice. .

Returning home,  with' the admira
tion of the Ewrgpeans who faw thofe
Letters on the Turbants, the Polifh Am-
baffador honour’d-me with his Table,

was much better, than the ill
dref’d Pilau the others were eating at
Court, tho’ in Gold difhes. At chis
fecond Audience I took better notice of
theKing. He was tender and of a puny
Conftitution, had a lictle Face, beanti-
ful Eye-brows, black Eyes, and a black
but fhort Beard. He had on a Gown of
red Cloth of Gold, with a fhort veft o-
ver itof a Gold colour, without Sleeves,
call'd in the Perfian Language Cardi; on
the right fide of his Turbant he wore
a Herons Feather upon a Jewel of
rich Diamonds. |

Sunday 22d, 1 hear’d Mafs at the
Bate-foot Carmelites, which was all I did
that day worth remembring.

 The End of the Fifp BOOK.
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The Doleful Feftival kept by the Perfians for the Death of Haflan,
azd Hoflen.

Onday 23d, the new Maon of
Auguft appearing, began the
much fpoken of, and lamen-

A\ table Fettival the Perfians keep for the

Doleful
Feftival.

Death of Haffan, and Hoffen, the Sons
of Hali, who were Kkill'd by Omar, near

Bagdas. During the ten Days it lafts,

every Square is fet out with Lights, and
a long black Banner is flying abroad,
near which a Mullah gets into a high
Pulpit to Preach, making the hideoufelt
Noife in the World. All the Inhabi-
tants of that Quarter go to hear him,

.clad in Silk red and blew Gowns, in to-

ken of Sorrow ; after filling their Bel-
lies with all forts of Fruit the Seafon
affords. The Women, who in all Coun-
tries are of the fame Temper, yield the
Mullal’s great Profit, giving them Mo-
ny, Sweat-meats, and Rofe-water to
cool them when they are heated with
Preaching.

Till the laft Day of the doleful Fe-
ftival, by the Perfians, call'd Afciur, or
Mourning is over, no Turk can appear
in-Publick, without great danger otphis
Life. 1 my felf faw one on Tuefday

1Y

Deat WEIr€ It noet far hie Ni

nefs in fhutting himfelf up. Whagltzle?
did on Wedne/day 25th, was Ridiculous,
They made a Figure of Straw wound
about with Cords, fet it on an Afs, and
carry’d it all about the Town, beat-
ing it ; fometimes calling it Omar, and
fometimes Abumnrgian, his Companion.
At laft in a hellifh Rage they.kill’d the
poor Afs, and in that one Maulkin of
Straw burn’d both the Murderers of
their two Holy Youths ; which found me
{fomething to Laugh at on Thur/day 26th,
with the AmbafTador, and E Elias. '

24th 3 who had been Baftonado’d to
2

. Friday 27th, after Dinner I went to The
Zulfa, to Vifit F. Boucher, Superior of King’sRe-
the Fefwits Miflion. Returning home tinue.

through Seciarbach Road, or Street, I met
the King riding to Sarafubar Garden on
a Bay Horfe, with Furniture of a vaft
Valuve in Gold and Jewels. He was clad
in Violet colour Silk, and was attended

by at leaft a thoufand Horfe between -

Gentlemen and Soldiers, befides a hun-

dred Foot, as may appear in the adjoyn-'

ing Cut.
When-

1,
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Ao Whenever the King goes Abroad, ten
Gemelli, Horfe go half a Mile before to clear
169;. the way; but when he is to carry his
L™ Women with him, they riding a Horfe-
back, and Bare-fac’d, Proclamation is

made two Days before for all Men to

be out of the way, 4nd not prefume to

be feen in that Street vpon pain of
Death, which is executed without Mer-

Avpleatant ~ To this purpofe they tell the good
pallage.  Foftune of a Country-Man, and the ge-
nerous Goodnefs of Scia Selemon. “The
Peafant was coming out of the Country
with his Afs loaded with Peaches;” and

.\ ‘meeting tnexpeétedly in the Street, or

.. Road of Sciarbach, with the King, ahd

aving no Place t6 'Retire to,' he fell
fi1t on. his Face upon the Ground, with
his Eyes fhut, * Scia-Selemon perceiving
the poor Man's Simplicity; and being
well 'pleas’d ‘wich ‘it, ‘commatided him
to rife. His Fear was fo great, ' that he
fearce could be perfwaded to obey the

third Comimand, “and the King turning

to his Women, bid ¢very one of them
take fome of the Peaches, and give the
Peafant a Zecchine. This done, he or-
. der’d him to take which foever of’ thofe
. Women he lik'd for his Wife 5 ‘and
thus, tho® at firlt he was fhie, he went
home with the fineflt Woman it Perfia,
and his Purfe full, to his Cottage, wheuce

- -~ he came out along, and Poor.
. Sarniday 28thy the Portuguefe Fathers
where'I' Lodg’d, celebraced che Feftival
of Stu Auguftiny at which the Polijh Am-
baflador,” £ Elias, and feveral, Religi-
ons, and Prerch-Men were prefent, and

were: ‘Srgatgd ata f-.lilentiful Diﬁﬂe_l'. Sun=
day 2oth, | 1 went to fee F: Raphiely 5=

perior of the Capicins of Ifpaany. Who

éver fince the Reign of Seis-dbas the

Second;ferv’d as Interpreter for” the
Letters, ahd to the'Amballadors of Ex-

ropean’ Princes;  He was abouc eighty
Years of Age, and had refided 47 at

v which made me fpend feveral

A

ey 2
Affairs of the Perﬁdﬁﬁ_mpirc';, as’know-
ing no Mancould ‘give a beuer, or
truer Account. ‘Taversier in his Tri-
vels through Pesfia, ‘often (peaks of this
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onrs wich: hih, « to be inform'd-in the’

Religions Man. Manday 30th, I vilited

- Fames Wergbcdvicr.,’_ Direétor of the Dugch
‘Company, and Din’d with him, the time

of my D?gr;urg. now drawing near.
Tuefday 318, TDin’d with the Ambaffa-
dor, to whom I was much oblig’d.

Wedne[day the [t Of Seprembery being Eafios
the Feftival of Hafler, and. Huflon, call Fetiva

by the Perfians Carl, thac is, Murder ;
the King madé¢ a Mangeles, or Enter~
tainmient over the Gare of dlacapi, at
which all the Nobility and Hmba%do'rs"
were prefent.  The Horfes, and wild
Bealts were rapg’d in order before the
Palace, as they had ‘becn .the time bes
fore; and all the Meidan was clear’d
from Shops, to make room for above a
thoufand Horfes belonging to thofe great.
Med that were come to the Feaft,  Se-
vetal Proceflions from all Parts of the
Town' began to enter the AMeidan be-
times.  They carry’d Pikés of a vafl
length, | with Bannérs faftoed to them,
and Horfes loaded with the Arms and
Turbaits of their foppos'd Martyrs,
finging doleful Verfes'to the Noife of
two Bufons beaten at the fame time, and
Dancing in a very Ridiculous manner.
Some ‘cafry'd the Images of thofe very
Martyrs on Beérs, Daucing about them
Othets carry’d two Children ty'd ona
Camel, as if they were Dead, with two
faddled Horfes led by, ou which were:
the Arms or Weapons 'us'd, as they
thought, by thofe Children, who Dy'd
at nige, of tew Years of Ags. Allthefe
Proceflions pafi'd Before the Gallery
where the King was, thofe blind People
beating themfelves feverely, to repre-
fent the Mdrder the more lively. Many
of them niade nb_th'ini_ of going home.
with their Heads broke, or even' of
Death it fElf ; becaufe they are fully
perfwaded that whofoever Dies in' that
Confufion, goes dire&tly to Heaven ;
the Gatés thereof being open all thofe

tén Days for Mabomerans.  Many of the -
loofe People imitating the fuperfitiods .

Companies beac one another, and cut
their Flefh croelly. ‘The Owners of the'
shaps had cool Water ready to give to'
thofe that were Thitfty, in memor

of the Thirt Haffun and Hoffer endur’dy
after their Father Hali was wounded. |

L
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Of the Religion, Marriages and Habit, of the Perfians.

N the Perfian Dominions there are
Mahomerans, Pagans, or Goris, Fews,
Chriftians, Armenians that follow. Neffors-
usy Melchites, Mamchees, Franks,  and
Catholick Armemans 3 but the prcVailing_
Religion is the Mahometan, tho' diffe-
ring from the Twrks concerning the
true Succellors of Mabomet.  The Sun-
nisy Or Ofmalis fay, that Abubaker was
immediate Succeflor to AMabomet, as his
Vicar ; e was fucceeded by Omar, O-
mar byOfman- Mortuz-Hali ; Nephew and
Son 1o Law to Aabomet, whofe Succef~
fors have propagated their Religion by
the Sword more than by Reafon, and
therefore the followers of this Sect are
not allow’d to difpute, but to maintain
ic by force of Arms, as was faid before.
The Sciays, or Halis, which are the
Perfians, call the Turks Refefis, or Here-
ticks, and abhor the Names of Abuba-
ker, Omar, aud Ofman, faying they u-
farp'd the Inheritance due to Hali, Ma-
howiet’s Ncphew and Son in Law, ~ They
count after him twelve Prophets, or
high Priefts, ‘ad beginning at Hali the
son of .Al#falel, “they give the fecond
Place to Haffer, eldelt Son ,of‘zgﬂé;i the
third to Huflen' his fecond Son, who dy’d
at ‘Babylon in the Place call’d Hprbela,

kil’d by th¢ Sunnisin defence of his Fa-.
ther’s Inheritance, and therefore the Per-

fians keep his Anniverfary.. The fourth
they fay was Tmonzin-el-Abedin 5 the fifth
Mahomes el-Baker ; the fixth Fafor-el-Sca-
dek, who brought up the barbarous
Cuftom in Perfia, that whofoever turns
a_Mahometan becomes Heir not only to
his own Family, as was faid aboye, but
even o his Grand-Father ; which is the
reafon that fome covetous .Armenians em-
brace Mahometanfm, and fo their Bre-
thren follow their Example rather than
lofe their Irtheritance. ‘The feventh Suc-
ceflor was Muyffa- Katzim, the cighth 4-
li-el-Rezza, whofe Tomb is at Mafud,and
honour’d as much as Mabomer’s; the
niath Mabomet-el-Jued ; the tenth Hali-
el-Hadi ; the Eleventh Hozen-el-Askeri,,
and the twelveth Mubemanet-el Mobadi-
Sahed-Zaman , concerning whom the
Perfians believe as we do of Ewoe, and
Elias, and therefore they leave in their
Wills Honfes ready fornifh’d, and Sta-
blesfull of Horfes, for him to make ufe
of them when Sach-el-Zaman , that is,
the Lord of Time fhall call him. Thefe

Horfes are kept without doing any Ser-
vice, upon the Revenues left to that Pur-
pofe, and the Houfes fhut up. :

The Nabab is Head of their Religion ;

which dignity is worth 14000 Tomans a
Year. In publick he takes place next to
the Atmarh-Dulct or prime Minifter, and
difpofes as he pleafes of the Legacies
left to Mafchs, which always turn to his
Profit. There is no difference betwixt
the Perfian Nababand Turkifb great Muph-
ti, but that the former may pafs from
religious to civil Employments, which
the latter may not ; and thereforeit has
often ‘been feen that the Nabab ov Sedre
has been made Armath- Duler. He has two
Judges under him, call'd the Sceik or
Axond, and the Caff, who decide all re-
‘ligious Matters, grant Divorces, and are
prefent at Contraés and publick As;
appointing their Deputies in all the
Cities of the Kingdom.

He that calls to Prayers is call’d Pifch-
namaz, whom the Turks call Jman; but
the Perfians do not cry out to call to
Prayers from the top of the Towers, but
from the Cupula or Roof of the Mafch.

The Doctors who are every Fryday to
expound the Alcoran, are call’d Muilabs,
and by the Turks Hodgrias. Thefe are
moft compleat Hypocrites, for they al-
ways walk gravely, talk ferioufly, and
when they meet any Body feem to pray;
laying a Cloth on the Ground, and upon

that a Stone or Clod of Earth brought

from Mecca, which they kifs now and
then. This fuperftitious Relick is us'd
by all the Perfians, asare alfo certain lit-
tle filver Pipes ty’d to their Arms with
fome Sentence of the Alcoran in them,
or fuch like Trifile.

The Perfians like the Turks believe,
that after they are bury’d, two Angels,
the one call’d Anachir, and the other
Monchiry, come and raife them to life as
far as the Waft, toexamine them what
Good and Evil they have done; and ufe
them Well or 1l accordingly, till Sahab-
el-Zaman, or the Lord of Time comes,
who will kill Dedpar, or Antichrift,
whofe Followers fhall go to Hell, and if
repenting they turn back two Horns fhall
grow out of their Heads ; after this im-
mediately will follow the Refurre@ion
of the Flefh, which they call Maavedet-
Hurbe, the Souls and Bodies uniting to go
before the great Judge. Butthey fayall

Men
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A~ Men muft pafs the Bridge of Polferas,
Gemellii. which is fharper than a Knife; and that
1694, the Muffaimans will ﬁpafs"as nimble as
LAY\ Birds,  and the Infidels at firft ftep
will fall under the Bridge 5 where there
is a River of Fire and abundanceof De-
vils, who have Hooks to draw them in;,
which Opinion is fo fixe in the Hearts of
the Perfians, that if any M’_ﬂﬂ d&glesano-
ther what is his due, “he prefently fays,
he will meet him at the Bridge of Pelfe-
rar, and laying hold of his Garment
will not let him pafs till he is paid.
They believe the Porter of Heaven,
whom they call Rufvan, will open the
‘Door to them, near the great Fountain,
call’d Kofer; where their Prophet will
give them to drink of that Water, out
of a Jarge Ladle; and thac then they
thall have a great number of beautiful
Weomeg, created purpofely for that end,
and delicious Meat of {everal Taftes; buc
that the Enjoyment of the Women fhall
not proceed beyond Imbraces and Kifles,
and the Meat fhall digeft in odoriferous
Sweats, without turning to Excrements,
as it does in this World. Thefe Follies
were a great Diverfion to me, when [
was in the Company of a Perflan Lord,
and had thefe Queftions put to him.
piradice  They fay their Women fhall be in Hea-
ofWomen Ven in a place ali]art from the Men, and
" to this purpofe the Priorof the Monalte-
ry told me, that fome Portugwefes being
much importun’d by a Mulleh to hecome
Mahomerans ,. he ufing this Argument,
that unlefs they profefs'd his Faith they
wonld not go to the true Heaven, but
to that feparate place where the Perfian
Wonien were 5 t‘;eg anfwer'd they would
be ﬁﬁég‘z’d_m be there; and fo they
fhak’d off the Mullah. He being after-
wards reprov’d by the Cadi for his Folly,
defended himfelf by faying, that dnother
Paradice would be made for the Wo-
men, that they might not be among the
Wifes. - The Perfians Marry their Children ve-
fies)ee
‘Law four lawful Wives at once, one of
which is the true one andchief, and call’d
Zarna-Godefiy the others they call Aorha:
Befides they may have as many Concu-
bines as they
ken fr

by the name of Bazarnouche, which pays
ge. . When the time is éx-
_are to continue chaft forcy

before
pird t

Days, to fc¢ ‘whether they are with Child. |
S S Vol iV -

youing. - They aré allow’d by their -

ey will and can maintain, ta<
from the quarter of the Wheres who
are call’d Caspe, which is in Jfpahan knowt -

King.. They are takenfor
a certain time, and the Contract made

“They may alfo thake ufe of their Slaves;
and the Children born of either of them
are counted legitimare, as to inberic;
but with this difference that the Females
have but half the Portion of the Males.
“' The Perfians are fo amorous, that
fometimes to fhow their Love , they
brand their Arms with red. bot lrons,
like Beafts: perhaps to exprefs that no
Torment is fo great as thac they endure
in their Mind. A Pefian Lotd, my
Friend, took a pride now and then i
fhowing me feveral fuch Marks of Love
he had on his Arms, made for the Love
of a Concubine ; on whofe¢ account he
was perpetually at vatiance with his
Wife.

Before the Wifeis carry’d home fhe
has her Cloaths fent her, and thie Hus-
band appoints her Portion. O 'the
Wedding-Day, or rather the Night, the
Bridegroom goes to fetch her, attended
by hisKindred and Friends a Horfe-back,
with lighted Flambeavx ; and is met by
her half way, with the like Retinue of
Women, who carry the Brides Apparel;
with Mufick of Drams, and Trumpets.
Being come to the Bridegroom’s Houfe,
a Midlah reads the mattimonial Contradt,
ahd having perform’d the Nuptial Cere-
mony; the Women divert themfelves
the reft of the Day in one Apartment,
and the Men in another.  This puts mée
in mind of Tavernier’s miftake, who
Tom. 1. Chap. 18. page 719. fays, That
if the Bridegr m“gmmi:’d an extra~

agant Portvon'to gain the Bride, when fhe
comes, be fhuts the Door, [ayiny he will not
take ber af that price, and will nor receive
her unlefs an Abatement is made and a new
Contrack fign’d." For feveral Perfians of
quality told me there was no fuch thing,
but that in fuch cafes the Bride’s Parents;
or Kindred underftanding bow impofii-

. ble it is for the Husband to make good

his promife, moderate it; or elfe the

‘v Judge does it that the Man may hot:be

begger’d. If in procef§ of time they

happen to difigree ; the Woman de-
mands her dower «all’d Tilac; and bei1}g

' agreed to part, they go before the Cufi;

or Eftec-Iflon who is the Doltor of the
Law, and in his prefence they difidlve
the matrimonial Knot, and retmain free.
This may be done’ three timés] after
which the Woman caanot be réceiv'd
again, * unleS/fhe bas firft been taken by
anothér+and put away. The Hasband
may pat hier away the fecond Day; gm-_
ing her the Tilec; and this is us'd 2=

- mong all ‘the’ Mabomérans. F. Frintis of

S, Jefeph, once Prior of the Moraftery
S where

14ve,
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AN where 1 lay told me a comical Paflage
Gemelli. that happened at Baffora whilft herefided
1604. there, as the King of Porrugal’s Envoy.
N An Arabian Lord falling out with one of
.sAt:omlcal his Wives, gave her the Tilac; but Love
24 making him foon repent, and there being no
having her till fhe had been with another, be

look’d out for the opportunity of fome Strans

gerto lie with ber. This being told the Tur-

kith Bafla who was very amorous, he cans’d

a Stranger he lighted on to be richly Clad,

and [ent him ro the Avab as it were about

Jome other Affair. He feeing an opportuni=

ty offer'd of “bringing about bus defign, after
inquiring into his Condition, gave him an
account of bis amorous Diftemper, and bow
he might be cur’d by bis mieans. The Place
and Time being agreed on without any diffi-
culty, upon promife of perpetual [ecrecy;
the Stranger got the Woman into his Hands
and immediately deliver’d ber to the Bafla,
who put her into the Aram. The Stranger
was never heard of again, and the deluded
Arab could never recover his Woman.
Habit. As for the Perfian Habit the Cobayas,
or Vefts before mention’d, reach down
below the Knee,and have ftreight Sleeves
down to the Hand Wrilt. They do not
ufe Buttons, but knot them with Rib-
bons under the lefc Arm, and under the
right Hip. Perfons of Quality wear it
of Silk, or Cloth of Gold, with a Silk
Safh that has Gold Flowers at the end of
it; and over that another of Silk and
extraordinary fine Woollen, which cofts
more than if it were Cloth of Gold.
They wear Shirts of colour’d Silk, or
of Cotton of feveral Colours; as alfo
Breeches which reach down to their An-
kles, andclofe, for they wear no Draw-
ers. Their Turbant is made of very
fine Silk of feveral Colours, embroider’d

with Gold and Silver at the Edges, and
ftands up like 2 Fan upon the Forchead.
Thefe Turbants are very heavy, and
fome of them have fo much Gold about
them, that they coft feven or eight hun-
dred Crowns of our Mony. tpon the
Veft fome wear a loofe Doublet, or
Walt-coat, without Sleeves call’d Curds,
in Winter lin’d with Sables, or little
Lamb-Skins, broughtfrom the Province
of Korafon, curioufly curl’d. In the hard
Winter they add a long Woollen Robe
down to their Feet, with long Sleeves,
wove all in aPiece to keep out the Rain
the better ; but fome Perfons of Quali-
ty wear them of Englifh Cloth, or Cloth
of Gold, lin’d with Ermins; they be-
ing very extravagant in their Expences,
At their Safh hangs a Dagger, which
they call Cangiar, and the Nobility fome-
times has ic et with Jewels. Their
Hofe are all of a width; fome wear
them of Cloth of Gold, or Woollen
Cloth, better Shap’d ; but the Peafants
wrap courfe Cloth feveral Times about
their Legs. Ronund the edge of their
Socks, towards the Ancle, they few a
Piece of Leather, that it may not be
torn by the Shagrine Shooes. Thefe
are made like our Slippers, witha fharp
Iron four Fingers high under the Heel.

The P:rfmﬁ-oWomen differ lictle in
their Habit from the Men; for their
Vefts are made open before, reaching
but half way the Leg, and their Sleeves
come down to the Wrilt. On their
Head they wear a little Cap, adorn’d
with precious Stones, if they be People
of Quality, from which a Veil hangs
down behind, together with their Tref-
fes, their Breeches and Stockings are
like the Mens.

————r——

CHAP I ¥
Of the Civil Government, the Manners, and Funerals of the Perfians.

Adntini- N Perfia Juftice is done with Brevi-

ﬁfﬁ‘ig“ ty and Severity, without fo many

Juftice. & Suncellors and Sollicitors , as are us'd
in Europe. The Chams, or Governours,
have the Adminiftration of it in the Pro~
vinces; and they appoint a Deroga, or
Criminal Judge in every City, who has
under him an Aatas to execute his Or-
ders.  Befides the King appoints a Di-
van Beghy and a Kalanter, who is to look
that the” Subjedts be not opprefs’d by
the Chans.

Murdesers _Murderers are punifh’d fpeedily and
with Rigor, for the Divan Beghy deli-

vers them up to the Parties aggriev’d,
and they leading the Criminal. to the
Place of Execution, put him to Death
wich their own Hands, as they think fit.
It is allow’d to compound for Mony,
but it is fo difhonourable to forgive the
Wrong on that Account, that this is

feldom or never pracis’d.
High-way-Robbers can expe&t no
Mercy, and are Puonifh’d feveral ways.
Sometimes they hang them to a Camels
Saddle, with their Head down, and then
rip open their Belly. Sometimes they
immure the Criminal up to the Neck,
and

Robbers.

1,
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Asfor wﬁatcb:1cer.ns.i’roviﬁuns, there Price fet
isa Mothefeh, or Superintendeat of them, on Proyi
with four Affittants, who every firft Day 000

Chap. 11L
w and leaving him a Pipe in his Mouth for

Gemelli. his laft Comfort, lec him dye in that
:':;4. :;?i‘ ‘manner ; o that fome Body

¢
A

!

Thieves.

Head. Some are bafted with.bnrping_
Bacon, and then their Flefh cut in preces
and diftributed about the publick Places;

befides many other Torments horfid ¢~

ven in the Relation. Tis true thefe
Robberies feldo _happen on the Roads,
becaufe of theguard kept by the Rarrars;
but when they do, the Cham of the Pro-
vince is oblig’d to pay the value of what
was ftole, after four Months and ten
Days allow’d him to find the Rob-
ber. - Some Chams pay immediately, that
the Complaints may not come to the
King’ T. - L thi
miga }DE: Thefts in Cities, the Criminal
ié ty'd by the Feet t0 a Camels Saddle
(as was faid before) and his Bclrg being
ripp'dup, heis fo carry’d about the pub-
lick Places, the Cryer proclaiming that
the King has punifh’d him for fach an Of-
fence. After this round, if he be not
yet dead, they hang bim uE at the next
Tree,and when he has expir'd they bury
him, There is alfo particular Care taken
to punifh all Infolencics committed inTa-
verns, Stews, and other publick Places.

ng by in Compaflion cits off his

 of the' Week fets the prices of all things,
by Weight, not Meafure. If any Mar be
taken felling bue a Farthing deaver, the
common Punifhment isto put on him the
Taktekolas, whichis a Cap with a fmall
Bell hanging to it, and lead him about
the City, as if he were whip'd; after
which he paysa Fine, and is Baftonado'd
on the Feet. .  The weight of grofs
things, as Wood and the like, is call’d
Buttiman, and is about twenty five Pounds
of ours. * The fmall weight they call
Mufcal, whereof feventy two make a
Pound. fyi 5
'Having fpoke of the Perfian Govern«
ment, it will be proper to give an ac-
count of all the Chams and Ziziers the
“King‘fends into. the Provinces, that the
Reader may form fome Notion of the
vaft'extent of that Empire, = A Perfidn
Lord my Friend, nobly born, and a&u-
ally in the King’s Service, whofe Beha-
viour was his greateft Recommendation,
with much difficulty procur’d me the
followigg Lilt out of the Royal Ar-
‘chives.

Fi L - of .

T’nPrwnm.r govern'd ly‘Chams, are,

- ..: 1 5 : y a x . ; b‘g"

&l EMM' %‘:ﬁ 2 C‘m amor-cap,
orellum. | Zewin-dacer, Bardac, ﬁﬂfm;
Agiler. Ardevil. arufviac,

g:m ,G%. Teflis. Bola-moreab,

' Terum. Gelacli. Cartil, Aras,

Reicurams. Neffa. (Caxet. Badcn.
- Semnim. o Bacarz. Dadeyum. Dagftum.
- Damgum. . Fera. Vafciafvio, Aviver.
Bazsuh. \ Cariums. Kermaim. Baxerz.

-~ Nafciabur, Bal. Sarveffum. Cugelue.

© Sabzavar.. Candaar, Lefteffum. Rumus.

- Effraim. Siztum. Affara,  Bevoum.

Mafcer. * Solsanie. - Dondom. Sciafter.
- Terfeefc. Zangium. - Babaren. Avize.
Xaim. o Aver. Tmccfbm. Difpul.

- Tebez.. Tauris, © Oromi. Dedeft.

- Tum. Gerum. g?:“ Sciors.

SR e =

" Taall cighty one Provinces govern'd by Chams.

t'sq.l
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Manners
of the
Perfrans.

King's
Prefent,
how re-
ceiv'd.

The Provinces govern'd by Viziers, are 37, wiz.

Sephanm. Chuchis
Golpapum. Avarku.
Sarn. Tafe.
Tuferxn. Sigda.
Nataris. Fefd.
Ardefcum. Ghefen.
Naim. Taaman.
Arant. Caftiam.
Cipa. Kom.

The difference betwixt Chams and
Viziers, is this, That the firft have the
command of the Souldiery, befides the
Civil and Criminal Government 3 and
the latter a more limited Power ; {0
thatin fome Cafes they cannot give Sen-
tence of Death, but muft fend the Cri-
minal to the next Cham.

The Manners of the Perfians differ
much, and are quite oppolite to thofe
of the Turksy for they are Civiliz'd,
Meek, Peaceable, Modeft, Grateful,
Generous, Enemies to Fraud, and Lo-
vers of Strangers. They bear no Ha-
tred, like the Twrks, to the Chriftian
Habit and Name , but are Courtcous
and Affable to them 3 fo that every
Man may be cloath’d as he pleafes, and
either Ride or walk a-foot along the
Streets without danger of being Scoff'd
at; nor are they forbid wearing Green,
as in Turky. ~Among other ufual cour-
teons Expreffions among them, they
commonly fay : I Sacrifice or Devote my
Self to your Wall. 1 wifl the Apples of my
Eyes might oblige youto tread onthem ; O,
4 am your ‘Slave, ‘it is your part to com-
mand me, &c. When Perfons of equal
Quality meet, they Salute one another
fhutting their’ Right-Hands, and at the
fime time lifting them up to the Crown
of their Heads, in Token of Love and
Efteem ; to Superiors they lift up their
Hand to the Head, and then lay it on
the Stomach, Bowing. On great Fefti-
vals they Vilit, wifhing one another ma-
ny of thofe happy Days; and great Men
receive thefe Compliments in  their
Houfes frony their Inferiors. .. 1. 1,

Every Man makes his Court to gain
the Favour of the great Ones, to ob-
win fome Employment of the King
efpecially to carry the Calaat to Chams
of Provinces, who they are fure will
make them a great Prefent. Every
Cham, when he receives this Prefent
from the King, goes fix Miles out of

Save. Sciape-Cerut,
Ablazim. . Com-fce.
Casbin. Scirez.
Ale-ref. Gearam.
Faraavar. Carzerim.
Sarif. Lar.
Amol. Bander cong.
Bar-Frufc. Refit.
Mafciad-fer. Laypum.
Ave.

the City into a Garden, to meet the
Meflenger, attended by the chief No-

‘bility and Officers of the Country, with

feveral Mulical Inftruments. As foon
as ever he fees him at a diftance, he
Bows, and kneels down to pray for the
King’s Health. 'When he has done
Praying, the Meflenger puts the Calaas
on him, which at moft is a Garment of
silk aud Gold, and fometimes in Token
of greater Affe&tion, there is added a
Safh and Turbant. Being thus clad, he
goes to the King’s Houfe, follow’d by
the People, there he kiffes the: Thre-
fhold of the Door , and prays again,

‘and then goes Home, to makea noble

Entertainment for the prime Nobility,
for Joy of the Honour receiv’d.

The Perfians wink at lnjuries, to Wait pefians
an Opportunity of being Reveng’d. revengful.

They are great Flatterers, ambitious of
Honour, and ealy to be perfiwaded, fo
that the Catholick Miflioners could with
great cafe prevail with them to imbrace
our Faith, were the free Exercife of the
Miflion allow’d in Perfia among the Na-
tives. 1 remember I feveral times faw
a Perfian Lord, whofe Honfe was always
open to the Auguftinian Fathers, kneel
in the Church, to hear the Divihe Office,
with more ngvmion than the Catho-
licks themfelves ; and reprove others
who did not make their Obeifance to
the Altar ; and yet he was a Mabonze-
tan.

They feldom Play, becaufe Mabomet o. .
forbid it. © They do not ufuvally divert m;.: i

themfelves with walking, like the Euro-
peans, but fitting after their manner to
enjoy the purling of fome Stream, or
the Pleafure of a Garden. The Men
never Dance, but there are Women
whofe Trade it is, that are hir’d on
Feftivals. There are Mountebanks, but
extraordinary Apilh, and not at all
pleafing. The greateft Paftime of
Youth is to make a hollow Paft-board

Cafe,

L,
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Walhing,

' Beards.

Superftiti=
on,

Cafe, lapp’d over with fome fort of
Skin, which they tofs up into the Air
with a large Rope , when the Wind
blows, and itfounds like the Pipe of an
Organ ; the Portugnefes call it Papagayo,
or Parrot.

They never Pray till they have walh-
ed in Running Water 3 or if they can-
not come at it in the Ciftern, every
Man has it to this purpofe in his Houfe.
When they have had to do with their
Women, they go to walh at the Bath,
which they may do till two Hours after
Sun-rifing, the reft of the Day being
for the Women.

They wear no long Beards, like the
Turks, butthofe that belong to the Law,
now and then clip it with Scifars, The
Courtiers and Soldiers fhave, leaving
long Whiskers, and under the lower
Lip a patch like a Swallow’s Tail hang-
ing, to make their Countenance more
Honourable or Dreadful. Old Men Dye
it Black , which tholds feveral Days.
Other Youths pull out the Hair of their
Cheeks to have their Skin ook fine.

They give much Credit to fuperftiti-
ous Obfervations ; and cherefore if two
Friends fhould happen by chance to
touch Feet, they believe they fhall fall
out, and therefore each of them imme-
diacely takes the other lovingly by the
Hand, and then each lifts his own l:ﬁ
to his Head. They look uponit asan i
Omen to meet with any melancholy Per-
fons, when the New Moon is. “in fhort
they are fo much addicted to Superfliti-
on and Divination,  that they never go
about any thing but at the Hour appoint-
ed by the Aftrologers, who are look’d
upon as Oracles by them. Therefore
no Man negleés buying the Almanack,

_or Tacuim, which fets down what Time

Circumeis
fion,

Ticles,

is lucky to put on their Cloaths, go to
the Bath,. Purge, and do other Things;
as alfo whether the Year will be fcarce
or plentiful, Dif¢afes and Wars,

‘They ufe a Sort of Divination by
even and odd Numbers, like Geoman-
cy. 1 havefeen the very Women make
Judgments of Things to come, upon
Plates on which the Planets and fix’d
Stars of the firft Magnitude were en-
grav’d. )

They Circumcife their Sons very
young; like the Turks ; and make bar-
ren Women {wallow that part which is
cut off, as an excellent Remedy againft
‘Barrenncfs. . 1 el

The Perfians have no Surnames, but
fay fuch a One the Son of fuch a One.
“They give learned People the honoura-

ble Title of Afirza, and Souldiers that
of Bech; but they often miftake, and
call ignorant Perfons Mirza.  Thofe
that are defcended from Mabomer are
calPd Saber, which fignifies as much as
Lords among us.

Sports, and particularly Hawking is
much us’d among them, fo that thofe
who are well to pafs keep great Num-
bers of thofe Birds, as alfo Dogs and
Horfes. They take Tobacco a different
way from the Turks ; for under the Bowl
it burns in, is a little Bottle full of Wa-
ter, which makes the Smoak paffing
through it come Cool to the Mouth,
and this Pipe they call Caliana.

Befides Tobacco, which no Perfon

Sports;

Tobacta,

whatfoever forbears , they ufe Opium, Opimi

and from it borrow that Stupidity and
Drunkennefs they cannot have from
Wine, which is forbjd them. They
take it even to the quantity of half a
Dram, which an European could not
take at fifteen Times, without Danger,
which makes them Pale, Cold, and worfe
than. Mad. They ule much Coffee ; and
another Liquor to make them Merry,
call'd Kokzar. They go to the Shops
where it is Sold, or Koknar-kones, and
after drinking a great deal, do the moft
ridiculous A&tions in the World, jear-
ing and abufing one another 5 when the’
Strength of the Liquor is over, they
sre gt good Friends again, s if nothing

) ¥
In Eating they ufe no Spoons, but
only for Liquids. They do not Drink

till they have done Eating; and for both Drinkings

ufes have Veflels of Copper and Earth-
en-Ware, becaufe the Laws forbid Sil-
ver. The King at bis Table is ferv’d
in Gold.

In other Refpets they are Tempe-
rate. The poor People are fatisfy’d at
Noon with .Azeri, which is Bread and
Curds, Sold in Skins, and with Fruit
according to the Seafon; at Night they
eat Pilan. TheGentry and richer Sorr,
eat roaft Meat and Pickles; puttinga
whole Sheep or Lamb into alittle Oven,
hanging over a great Difh of Pilax, that
the Fat may drip into it.  The poor
People, if they will, buy it at the Ta-
verns, becaufe of the Scarcity of Wood
there is in Zfpaban. The Bread would
be excellent were it Bak’d after the
Enropean manner ; but the Dough flat-
ted rikea Cake, being put into a Cop-
per Veflel made hot, it can never be

‘I-‘l;ey divide the Day iato Four egual Day how

Parts, beginning at Midnight ; and at
every

Eating
and

divided,

148
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Months.

Year.

Learning.

Languag-
&5

every one of them except Noon there
is a difplealing Noife of Drums made
from fome eminent Place of the City.

In religions Affairs the Perfians make
ufe of Lunar Months, the firlt whereof
they call Muferram, the fecond Sofar,
the third Rabra-al-avel, the fourth Ra-
bra-al-axer, the fifth Gemad-il- Avel
the fixth Gemad-il- Axer , the feventh
Regeb, the eighth Sciasbor, the ninth Ra-
mizan, the tenth Sciaval, the eleventh
Zikade, the twelfth Zilagge. But the
Aftrologers count by Solar Months two
feveral ways, ours and the Egyprian.

“Their Year, call'd Nuries, begins up-
on the Day of the vernal Equinox.
Then all che great Men go to wifh the
King a happy new Year, and fend him
fome exquifite Curiofity, or at leaft Ve-
netian Gold Crowns, which the abfent
Chams arealfooblig’dtodo.  The Nobi-
lity Cloath all their Servants and Slaves,
borrowing Mony if they have it not,
that they may not make an ill Omen for
all the Year that is tofollow; and this
Conceit is fo deeply rooted in their
Miads, that there is no Wretch but en-
deavours that Day to be Clad all new
from Head to Foot. There is helides a
%real: expence in Eating and fending Pre~

ents to Friends, 140k d

“The Perfrans being Lovers of Learn-
ing, they have their Colleges, or AMedres,
where the Scicutes are mu%gii Here the
Stadents have only their Lodging,' and
the Mudres or Malters expound to them
thofe Books they Read. Theydre pars
ticalarly addiéted to Poetry, and have an
excellent Genius for it. Theyhavechoice
Arabick Books, fome of them tranflated
into the Perfian Tongue, butall written,
they having no Prefs; and in a curious
Charafter, tor they Write well after fe-
veral manners, either in Cipher or other-
wife. Some value themfelves tpon wri-
ting eleven feveral forts of Hands,' or
Charaéters, which they make ufe of ac-
cording to the Bufiiefs in Haod, or
Court they have to do with. The firft
is call’d Aeftaliky the fecond Curicate-
Nesk, the third Sciakefte, the fourth Ka-
ber, the fifch Talik, the fixth Rugwm, the
feventh Sals, the eighth Kaler, the ninth
Serenk, the tenth Amrumiy the cleventh
Zarerraka ' | ‘have Copies -of them all
made on half a Sheet a Paper, by that
Perfian Lovd my Friend: 1, 000

The Perflan is of it felf Barren in
Words, and therefore borrows many
from the Arabick; which is the Language
of the Learned, and in ufe for all Sci-

_ences. . But at Court the King himfelf

always {peaks Turkifh, as the Great Mo~
%ﬁl does Perfian at his.  The Kings of
Vizapor and Gelconda ufed the fame Lan~
guage before they were made Prifoners
by the Grear M & j

oaul. : A
The beit Hand%crafts inlfpaban are the Handy-
silk Weavers, fome of whom ingenioufly crafts.

ftick Flowers with Gum on their Stufs.
They alfo work well in Steel ; becanfe
this-Metal, which formerly went from
Golconda, where the belt is, to Dama/-
cusy isnow carry’d all to Zfpaban, where
they now Temper as well as at Damaf-
cus, with Vitriol. Their works in Sha~
green and earthen Ware, are nothing
worfe 3 the beft of which come from
the Country about Kerman, and are
white both within and without, butdo
not grow Hot fo foon. On the other
fide the Silver and Goldfmirhs do no-
thing to the purpofe; and Carpenters
worfe, having no other Tools, buta
pittiful Saw, an Ax, a Hammer, a Chi-
zel, ana rarely a Plane,

The greateflt Trade in Perfia is that Silk.

of Silk of the Province of Ghilon, and
other Places. The Durch buy abundance,
and what remains they weave, part
whereof is alfo fold out of the Kingdom.
Befides this the Pifiaches of Casbin and
Almonds of I'exd bring a great deal of
Mony into Pesfia; asdoes the Shagreen,
Turky Leather, dry Fruit, aud painted
stuffs, the Duech carry tothe Indies, Fa-
panand Ewrope; and the Camels, Horfes,
Mulesand Lambs that go into Twurky and
other parts. (1 y
The Women in Perfia are extraordi-

nary Beautiful, becaufe they arg brought Women.

from the Provinces of Circaffia, Men-
grelia, and Georgia, and from the Fron-
tiers of Poland, M?am;, and Great
Tartary 3 and this by way of Trade, the
Perfians befides their Wives, and hir’d
Women, buying Slaves to keep in the
Aram. ~ White and Black Enuchs keep *
them 'in their Apartments ; and go a-
broad with them to keep off the Peo-
ple. In the Streets they go cover’d
with along Cloth, {o that they look like
Gholts.

When any Perfian is very Sick, they o .o

As for languages the Gentry {:{_é “light feveral Fires on the top of the

Four, wiz. the Perfian, which they call
Belik or Sweet 5 the Turkifh call'd Seie-
fee, or Haughty 5 the Arabian Gefeich
or Elegant; and the Fourth corrupt
us’d by the Peafants call'd #alaar.

tbL

Houfe, to give the Neighbours Notice,
that they may Pray for his Health.
When he is Dead, they make dreadful
Cries and Howling ; efpecially the Wo-

men,

: s §
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e\~ Hideous to hear.

Funerals,

Fruit.
Melons.

and then give a Shrick by Fits, that is
Next they fend word
to the Deroga, that fuch a Man is Dead,
for him to Seal the Licenfe to wafh his
Body. This done, the AMuliabs come
from the Aofch, with long Poles, to
which there are Tin or Iron Plates faft-
ned, or fome bit of Taffera, and carry
him to the Grave, crying all the way
Allah, Allah. The People that pafs by
help to carry the Beer, at the Requeft
of the Kindred. At the Funerals of
great Men, feveral Horfes Saddled fol-
low, one carrying the Turbant, ano-
ther the Scimiter, another the Arrows;
another the Bow, and all thofe Thiugs,
that may tend to their Honour. The
Grave is commoaly made in the great
Church-yard, «call’d Carbefton, two Foot
wide, and fix in length and depth. The
Body being laid in it, with the Face to-
wards Mecca, they place two Stones on

and four more about the Grave, which
then they fill up wich Earth. For Per-
fons of Note they ere& a Covering, or
Roof, or little Cupola upon four Pil-
lars 5 nor is it true, as Tavernier fays,
That they bury their Arms with Sol-
diers ; but chofe that are able diftribute
Meat to the Poor. The Mullahs alfo
take care to go Eat ac the dead Man’s
Houfe, befides the Payment given them
for the Funeral. To conclude, the Kin-
dred and Friends go for feveral Days to
Condole with the Heir.

Ouly Soldiers are forbid leaving Pious
Legacies (fuch as we have before fpoke
of in feveral Places) and fo thofe that
have been Officers of Juftice, or ma-
nag’d the King’s Revenues ; becaufe he
is their univerfal Heir, allowing the dead
Man’s eldeft Son fome fnall Portion of
the Eftate, and raifing him to the fame
Degree, if he is capable of it.

CHAP IV.

Of the Flowers, Fruit, Minerals, living Creatures, Coin; Arms, Climate;
and Limits of Perfia.

N Perfia there are Flowers of all

forts, and the untill'd Fields are full
of molt beautiful Tulips, but above ali
it abounds iu Rofes, from which they
Diltil Water, and fend it into Judia,
and other Countries.

The Fruit is much better than ours in
Europe, and there are all forts of it;
but the Melons have a moft fingular
Talte, and exceed thofe of Parabite, in
the Ringdom of Naples, which are coun«
ted the beit. There are fix feveral forts,
which ripen at feveral times:  The firft
of them call’d Ghermeik, are Yeliow,
and ferve to Purge the Body, nor do
they any harm, tho’ a Man Eat never
fo much of them; there being Perfians

- that will Eat thirty Pounds in a Day.

Peaches.

The fecond which have a green Rind,
are better talted than the firft, and call’d
Puoft-Sabs 5 the third Faiteri 5 the fourth
Anagabati 5 the fifth Belgne ; the laft
Carpufa-pais, or Autumn Melons, which
keep all the Year about.

The Peaches are well tafted, and
good, for tho’ I Eat never fo many; I
did not find they did me any harm, not-
withftanding antient Writers fay that
they are Venemous. The Figs are good,

Vol. IV.

but not found in all Parts of the King~

dom, by reafon of the Cold of fome
Countries. Almonds there are of feve-
ral forts, fuch plenty, and fo good, that
they make a Trade of them, as they do
of the Nuts, all about /ndoftan ; and the
Portuguefes carry them as far as China,
which produces none. The Country a-
bout Casbin and Sultania yields good Pi~
fraches 5 and in the Provinces of Ghilan,
and Mafandran, there are fome few
Cheftnuts, Olives; Oranges, and Le-
mons.

Amiong the reft, there are three {orts Grapes:

of delicious Grapes, which they call
Kifemifci, without any fnjall Seeds in
them ; tho’ dll others exceed thofe of
the Kingdom of Naples, which are the
belt in Jraly. There is fuch great plen-
ty of them, that befides what they Eat

all the Year, the Wine made of them wine,

ferves the Perfians, who from the high-
eft to the loweft are great Drinkers,
and fupplies all Indoftan, China, and o-
ther Countries. The beft and moft De-
licious is that of Sciras and Ted. In
which Countries the Wine is not kept
in Cask, as is us’d throughout Exrope,
but in Earthen Veflels glaz’d within, ?ft;
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Tails. The Cellars are not deep, but
handfomly contrivd to carry Friends

&V down to Drink. To this purpofe there

Hetbs.

Mines,

is commonly a Ciftern of Water in the
middle; Carpets on the Ground to fit
down, and long rows of Nichesin the
Wall, with feveral Veflels of different
forts of Wiae.

They have a fpecial Method' of pre-
ferving all the aforefaid forts of Fruic
frefh the Year about, and particularly
a fort of Plums call'd Abuboxra, which
are Red with fome Mixture. The beft
Herbs for common ofe in Perfla, are
Lettices, Colworts, Borrage, and Spin-
nage, befides Roots,

As for Miaes there are fome of Cop-
per, Lead, Iron, and Steel. In the

. Mountain Phirusku, four Days Journey

Pearls.

Beafts of
Burden.

Yowls,

Hawking.

from Mefeed, they dig Turky Stones of
great valve, of two forts, the old and
new Rock. The ficlt fort are kept for
the King, being of a more lively and
lafting Colour. Add to this the excel-
lent Fifhery of Peatls at the Ifland Ba-
harem.

For ferviceable Bealts the Perflans
have excellent Horfes, good Mules, large
Camels, and two forts of Affes, the
Perfian for Burden, and the Arabian
which are more Mettlefome to ride on,
For Hunting there is ftore of wild Boars,
Porcupines, red and fallow Deer, Roes,
Hares, Tigers, Lions, Bears, and other
‘wild Beafts.  This is [ufficiently des
monftrated by Scia-Abas, his Building a
Tower in Jfpaban, with only the Bones
of Creatures kill'd in one Day’s Hunt-.
ing 5 but it mult be obferv’d that thofe
Princes caufe the Councry for forty Miles.
about, or mare, to be befet by 30, or
40000 Men to driveall the Game to one
Place. Foxes are counted uaclean; apd.
the Perfians do not only ayoid killing.
or touching them, but will not come,
near a Man that has a Garment lin'd in
thefg Furs. _ UadiateS

here is a  prodigions quantity of
Yowls, but particularly of Pigeans, wild
Geefe, Cranes, Ducks, Mallards, Tur-
tles, Crows, Herons, and two. forts of
Partridges ; the one no bigger than a
Quail, and the ather like thefein Es-
rope, The Pigeons they keep in Towers
are taught to Decoy the wild Pigeons
to the Dovecote,  or the Neighbours ;
which they often allure by giving them
better Meat. .

They man Hawks, and other Birds of
Prey to kill thofe Birds, and ufe them
alfo agaiaft four-footed Creatures, teach-

\by

ing them thus. -~ They vfe the Hawks to
feed out of the holiow of the Eyes of
wild Beafts, whofe Skull and whole Skin
ftufd, they preferve to that purpofe,
that they may look as if they were a-
live; then they make them move, and
by degrees fwifter and fwifter; fo that
the Bird greedy of Food follows them.
At laft, tying the counterfeit Beaft on
a Cart, they make a Horfe draw it vy

a full Gallop ; and fo when the Hawk is
abroad, expeéting to find the fame Food,
he fixes on the living Bealt’s Head, and
pecking its Eyes, gives time to the Hun-
ters to overtake, and kill it.

Befides Hawks and Dogs, they make
ufe of a fort of Creatures they call On-
Jes, about the bignefs of a Fox, very
fwift, their Skins fpeckled like Tigers,

and fo Tame, that they carry them be- -

hind them a Horfe-back ; but if the Hun-
ter through Miftake, flips them after
their Game at too much Difadvantage,
{o that they cannot overtake it, they
are fo much caft down with Shame, that
an Infant may kiil them.

No Gold s Coin’d in Perfia (as was
{aid above) except at the Coronation of
Kings. * There are three forts of Silver
Mony ; the Abafi worth four Carlines.
of Naples ; the Mamnedi worth two Car-
lines ; ‘and the Sciae worth one; there
are alfo pieces of an Abafi and a half,
and of two, but they are fcarce. , Thefe
Pieces have no Effigies on them, but
anly. Chara&ers, which on the one fide
Import the Name of the King then
Reigning, and on the other the Name of
the City where they are Stamp’d, with
the Year of the Mabometan Epoca.

The. Brafs Mony is of feveral Forms,
and Stamps, for in fome Places they are
call’d. Kashekes, in others Gazes, forty
of which make an Abaffi. The Gazes:
on the one fide have a Lion, afhid on the.
other the Name of the City. = The Kas~
bekes avc round, like the Gazes, but
there are alfo fome longith. |

The Perfian W eapons are for the moft

part, Bows, Arrows, a:‘:d&him;ﬂ“ﬁ

Coinz,

tho’ they know how to manage a Mus- diery.

ket, and have the ufe of Cannon, and
Mortars. There is no trufting to their
Infantry, which may be compar’d to our
Bautalions in the Kingdom of Naples, but
their chief Strength confifts in Horfe ;
for the King upon the leaft Call can
raife_tgoc00 good Men, upon better
Hotfes.  But they Fight in Confufion,

without any Order. For the Sea, they -

have not o much as an arm’d Brigan-
tine. T
The
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