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80 Tons Iron Kintledge « at 9 *3 4  *s 773  6 8
I I  ■------China W are -  —  29 —  ■—  3*9

^93 ------ China and Silk *■ 3 2 ------- - —  ; 12 ,517  —  —

4S4 *3>66S 6 8

Surplus
15 Tons private Trade * - *  3i -------- 4 «o --------*
80 Tons Goods, at double Kintledge Price 19 6 8 —  1 ,5 4 6 1 3  4

159 Tons, at H a lf Freight - —  1 6 -------- —  2,544
. i\ ‘ " r r ' "" ‘

738 Tons - - One Ship’s Freight - . - -  £. 18,1239--------
80 D edud for Iron Kintledge Multiplied by the Number o f Ships - 7 --------

658 One Ship’s N et Tonnage ~ * 127,673 —  -1—
7 Multiplied by the Number o f Ships

4606
3 A  Fraction to be brought H om e in any

of; the Seven Ships « - . - at > "f6 48 — • -*•

'4609 * Toils coft bringing Hom e on the .Directors laft Plan -  £• 127,721 * — •

4 ■—----- ■----- • .......... ■ 11 • '• " » • - - 1 1 rr • ' ....'■ ' ' ' .

"  . . '■ f  .... ■”

It having been eftabliffied in the Courfe o f thefe Calculations, that 
419 Net Tons, agreeable to Charter Party, amounts to - -  £? 14,148 6 8

4 — --- i— confequently, multiplied by the Number o f  fmall Ships
Lading, gives both Tonnage and Freight - “ ** —  4

1676 T h e Charter Party Tonnage o f Four fmall Ships, whofe Freight
amounts fo - -  - - ~ “ £• 5*6593 6 ®

2933  Tons, had it been laden on board the Three great Ships, at £ . 2.1
per T on, would amount to - - - * 61,593 —

4600 *Tons coft bringing Home, had the Tender made by the T hree large Ships been
accepted - * * * ~ ” “ “  £ .118 ,18 6  6 8

,  • * l M  n* i. *«4 » . * • • ■ •  * *'•

Thus certain leading Directors threw away (January the 29 laft) the Sum o f -  - £ . 9,534 *3 4

by difpofinp improperly o f the Cargoes o f the Four Ships ordered to ftay in India till another Y e a r ; by which 
Means they gained a complete V id ory over the great. Ships, and promoted the Intereft o f the Imall ones, at the
evident Expence o f the Company as above,

• ■ . -V ' < •, . ' * ’ w  5 f  'v v*' w.r % . • x '■1
---------r— -—  --------------  ,i. »   .................-  

I f  all Ships in the Eajt India Company’s Service were have one clear Price per T on  for each.different Place, 
direded by Parliament to be taken up and chartered, at to be regulated by the Tenders, according to the I rice 
the Builders Tonnage, to be afcertained by a Certificate o f Stores, Provifions, Seamen s \\ ages, & c. annually : 
under the Hands o f the Builder, and the Company’s A s little Attention has been lately given to the punctual 
Surveyor o f Shipping, with Leave to the Company to Payment o f Freights, it feems reafonable that from the 
laden whac more Tonnage they may think proper (fo T im e the Freight becomes d isa cco rd in g  to the lerm s 
fuel) Surplus did not endanger or incommode the Safety o f  the Charter Party, the Company Ihould pay 4 per 
o f fuch Ship) without paying any farther Freight for the Cent, for the fame, to the lim e  o f actual Payment, 
fame, it would then become an O bjed  o f Care to the In Page 277 (fee printed Charter Party) it fays, “  But 
Company, to ftation and laden them Home-, with an “  neverthelefs the faid Part Owners lhall not be charged 
Fve to  the Company’s Intereft only, and would put a « with any Sum o f Money, in refped o f  Goods damaged 
total End to the Owner’s Solicitations about Voyages, “  on Board the laid Ship, either in her Outward or 
and leave the Directors free from many Inconveniencies; “  Homeward-bound Voyage, but fuch as tha l (by the.
only Care mult be taken, in that Cafe, that no fmall “  Condition and. Appearance o f the Package thereof, or 
Shi us are to go in the China Trade, as they are not cal- “ by feme other reafonable Proof) appear to be Ship
culaced for it. * ** Damage, & c .”

There is certainly no Occafion for Ships, at a great T h e  better and more fairly to explain this Paftage, to
F.xpence Outward-bound, to wait more than T en  Days prevent any improper U fe to be made by a Court ot 
ac Deptford, Ten Days at Grdvefend, and Seven Days in Diredors o f this great Latitude given them, by which 
the Downs, from which Place it. is beft to difpatch them, they may cxercile their particular £ eelings to the intereit 
unlefs on extraordinary Occafions they are ordered to o f their Friends, or rigidly from exerciling their K e- 
Spitbeadi but whenever that happens, it is attended- fentment to Party Prejudice, I would propoie, that, tor 
with great Ex pence, and often with Delay. the Sake o f fair Juft’.ce to all Parties, that Mat Para-

A ll Iron Kintledge taken Our, and brought Hom e, graph Ihould ftand thus :
By way o f BaTaft:, 'ftpuia be provided by the' Ship But neverthelefs the faid Part Owners lhall not be
Owners, and ihe Company ought to pay nothing for it, charged with any Sum o f  Money, in relpect ot
in any Shape t but as it is always the Property o f  the Goods damaged on Board the laid ofiip, eitner
Owners, it Ihould be conftdered as a necelfary Part o f in b cr Outward or Homeward-bound Voyage,
the b hip’ s Stores. but fuch as lhall from reafonable Proof appear to

Inftcad c f  fo many various Kinds o f Freight Prices, be owing to fome evident Defect in the laid Ship
it would be much fairer am) better underftood, to . or VelTe), or wilful N egleft o f the Captain or 

- , . ./ Officers
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Officers commanding the fame, any thinghere- Fraction of ib r . 8 d. makes the fame 
in contained to the contrary hereof in any wife Freight of - £ ‘ 23>000
notwithftanding. ' ■ *0 • ;  ,a% ;• (. .

A ll Freights Outward-bound, exceeding 333 Tons j n p^ge 28 j } jt appears the prefent 
(which is always carried grads) to pay a certain Freight charter Party’s Dead Freight Price 
per T om  as well taken out from England, as carried per T on, is- - - - - ^ .3 3  i j  4
from Port to Port in India (before the Payment o f  D e- The prefenc Dead Freight Price pro- 
morage takes place) ought in common Juftice to pay nofed as above is - - 2 5 0 4
h e ig h t, which would exceedingly contribute towards P° 'CCl _____ i _ i _ .
preventing the Company’s Servants Abroad from 8 6 —
fmuegling their own private Trade from Port to Pore .......... ................ ■ «
in India, at the Company’s Expenee, which opens a . -
large Field o f illicit Trade for the Benefit o f Rich Ser- So that this gives again to the Company, on every 
vants Abroad, as well as the Commanders o f Ships and Ton of Goods brought Home on Dead Freight, t e 
Ship’s Company, to the great Injury o f the Proprietors Sum o f  Eight Pounds Six Shillings.

at Home. 1 InPage 281, it appearsthe lowed Price
I o (iemonftrEtc how much more preferable this Mode per T on  the prelent Charter Party 

o f Chartering the Company s Ships is to their Intereft, has ever afforded with Surplus Ton- 
than the prefent Charter Party admits of, I (hall compare * na»e, is - - -  - £, a3 7 I
the prefent Dead Freight Price with the Dead Freight prefent Surplus Tonnage pro- : :
Price propofed, and the Freight the Company now pay, p 0fed will be (at moft) - - 20 r8 2
with Surplus Tonnage. — ...--------------

. ' £. 7 8 11
T o  fet this Matter in full View, fup- ----------------

pole a Ship taken up and chartered _  , ,
at Q03 Tons (Builders Meaiure) at / .H j 9 4  Gives again to the Company on every Ton brought

„— , ------------- Hom e of Seven Pounds Eight Shillings and Eleven
That Ship’s Freight (with a Fraftion Pence. Had this Plan exilted the laft Year, when ,

o f 7 is .)  would amount to - -£.231000 *-><*'■  —« Nineteen Ships came from China, and brought Home
And i f  rhe Company chofe to avail (as I fuppofe in Page 281) 12,141 I o n s  of Goods, at

themfelves o f the Advantage o f £ .7• 1 1 d. per 1 on, the Saving on the China *hips
giving her full Lading, would bring only for that fingle Year, would have beep Ninety
at lead i ,t o o  Tons, which, reckoned tboujand Three hundred Ninety-nine Pounds Seventeen
at £. 20. 18 J. id .  per T o n , with a Shillings and Three Pence. ,  .

. •• £>{:%■  i, ■ ' P 1/,' v \ F ’- . ! ■ t ‘ L  T J L
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HA V IN G  been defired by you to deliver my Opinion agrees to pay the Owners, for all Excefs of Lading above 
upon the Company’s prefent Mode of Freighting, the chartered l  onnage, at the Rate of -.Half the char- 

and the Means of retrenching the fame, I beg leave to tered Freight, or £. 16. per Ton. It is therefore 
offer the following Sentiments. evident, that if the Company fends out Thirty Ships to

The chief Caufe of the Company’s extravagant Ex- import Cargoes that might have been laden on 1  wenty- 
pcnce in Freights, I take to be their having taken into four Ships, they muft pay the full chartered Freight of 
their Service a greater Number of Ships than they could Thirty Ships, inftead of paying the Chartered Freight on 
properly employ: for o f Jate they have had in their only Twenty-four Ships, and furplus Freight for the 
Service Eighty-leven Ships, whereas Fifty-five was remaining Tonnage. 1  he Difference betwixt the char- 
more than fufficient for their Trade; coniequently they tered and furplus Freight of Six Ships, being £. 16. per 
have entertained Thirty-two fuperfluous Ships, and this Ton, is £.47,904. And this Sum hath been unnecef- 
creates a heavy and unneceflary Expence to the Com- farily expended every \ ear, by fending out Six Ships 
pany in Two Articles. ' above what was requifice. And now I fhali endeavour

The Fir ft is, that ia order to find fome Employ for to prove the above Affertion; viz. That I wenty-four 
thefe fuperfluous Ships ; with their Captains and Officers, Ships were capable ■ o f importing thefe Cargoes, for 
the Company have thought proper to fend out at leaft which the Company have employed 1  hirty Ships an- 
Six of them annually to S e a t h a t  is to fay, They have nualiy. . j
lent out Thirty Ships to India and China every Year, to It muft, in the Firft Place, be obferved, that the 
import Cargoes which might have been eafily carried by Ships to Coajl and Bay, and like wile to the Malabar 
Twenty-four Ships, provided the faid Twenty-four Ships Ccqfl and Bombay, (being in Number about 14 or 15) 
had been properly and fully laden. And the additional have generally returned, what is termed dead freight- 
Expence caufed to the Company by fending out Six ed ; that is to fay, they have ^eldom imported more 
fuperfluous Ships every Year is to be afeertained by the than the ( ompany s chartered Tonnage, or 499 i^ons > 
following Calculation. The Company charters or confequently each o f thefe Ships was capable of im- 
freights their Ships from the Owners, at the Burden of porting (if full laden) from 3 to 400 I  ons furplus 
Four hundred and Ninety-nine Tons each, which Burden Freight; fo that Eight Ships, if fully laden, would 
I (hall term the chartered Tonnage,, and for each o f have fufficed to import the Cargoes from Bombay, and 
thefe chartered Tons they pay a certain Freight, which Coajl and Bay, that have been imported upon Fourteen; 
at a Medium may be about £. 32, and this I fhali term And with regard to die China Ships, which do bring 
the chartered Freight; but as thefe Ships are capable Home furplus 1 onnage on the Company s Account, I 
o f carrying each from 3 to 400 Tons of Merchandize am of Opinion, that, with proper Management, there 
above the Company’s chartered Tonnage, the Company might be a very confiderable Saying made in that Branch.

V o l . IV . T h c
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T h e  Second Article arifes from the Twenty-fix re- o f fuch Dinrtenfions as to carry a Burden equal to Four 

maining fuperfluolis Ships, which, in confequence of o f the prefent Ships, they mull there by five the Charge 
not being employed, lay at H om e, and coft the Owners o f the whole Officers o f each Fourth Ship, who by their 
a very confulerable Charge, on the Head o f Imereti, Privilege and Riperior Pay, form the mofl expenfive 
on the Value o f their H ulls, Rigging, & c. and keeping Part o f the Ship's Company; they would likewife five 
them in wet D ocks, Infurance, & c. of all which Charge above One H a lf o f the common Crew o f each Fourth 
they mud neceflarily reimburfe themfelves at the E x- S h ip ; and they would farther fave in the building, rig- 
pence o f the Company, by charging a higher Freight ging, ftoring, and victualling, nearly One H alf the 
on their Ships than otherwife they would have Occafion Expence o f each Fourth Ship ; confequentlv they would
to do._And the Amount of this Article I ffiall endea- fave, in the whole, about One Eighth Part o f their
vour to afeertain by the following Calculation. T he whole yearly Charge o f Freight.— And fuppoflng that 
Coft o f  H ull, R igging, &c. o f Twenty-fix Ships; at the Sum Total o f the Company’s Freight ffiould be re- 
f .  12,000 each, is ^ 3 12 ,0 0 0 ; and the Intereft upon that d'iieed, by a future Decreafe o f their Trade, and by 
Sum, at £. 5. per Cent, pet Annum, is £. 15,600 per A n- the preceding propofed Retrenchment, to the Sum o f
num_T he Expence in Dbcksythe extraordinary Repair £, 300,000 per Annum, (whereas for feme Years paft
neceflary to make good the Waftecauled by layinga whole it hath been near £. 500,000) One Eighth o f laid 
Y ear in Dock, with Infurance, & c. may be, upon eacit £. 300,000 being faved by increafing the Burden o f 
Ship, about £. 400, and on Twenty-fix Ships £- 10,400 ; their Ships in the Manner propofed, would diminiffi the 
whigh Tw o Sums, making together £. a6,oop, is caufed whole Expence o f their Freight £.  37,500 per Annum ; 
to the Owners, and consequently to the Company, by chat is to fay1, inftead o f 300,000 upon the prefent Plan 
entertaining in their Service Twenty-fix Ships, which, o f Building, it would, upon the propofed increafed 
for want o f Em ploy, are kept in Docks. Plan, be only £.262,500.  Thus much I have ob-

And thus the whole unneceffary Expence, or dead ferved upon the Company’s general Plan of Freighting;
Lofs, caufed to the Company by thefe T w o  Articles, but I mull beg leave to add one Rem ark in particular 
is £.73,904, and which Expence may be retrenched, upon their Plan o f the prefent Y ear— T he Company 
by reducing the Nutaber o f their Ships to 55, being have taken-up, and are fending out this Year, Twenty- 
more than fuffi’eient to carry on their Tfade. But not- five Ships', o f which Eleven are deftined to China, and 
wirhftanding the prefent bad Situation o f the Company’s the other Fourteen to Burnt ay, Coaft and Bay, and Ben- 
A  fftih , and t̂He P’rofpedi o f their Trade decreifing, and ttibletn A u d i  am' informed that the Court o f Directors 
notwiithftandfing the late A d  paffed by Parliament, to have lately come to A Refolution o f ordering all thefe 
reftrim the Co'hipany’s Tonnage, I underftarid that fhey Ships to be dead freighted Home— And, as I have ob- 
propofe to evacfe this A d ,  by repairing their Ships for ferved before, that each Ship could lade from 3 to 400 
Six Voyages, whereas they never ufed to run more than Tons above the Company’s chartered Tonnage, it is 
Four Voyages : And, i f  we reckon Three Y6ars to evident, by Calculation, that Fifteen, or at moll Six- 
each Ship’s Voyage, this will keep up the prefent teen Ships, would import the whole Cargoes that will 
Num ber o f Shipping for Six Years longer— But their be laden on the Twenty-five ;—  confequently the Corn- 
keeping up..thcNumber o f Shipping by repairing will pany muft: pay full chartered Freight or £. 32. per 
be produdive o f the fame, or rather greater, Evils to T on, on Twenty-five Ships, inltead o f having the char- 
the Public, as well as the Company, than new building tered Freight on only Sixteen Ships, and furpius Freight 
would have done: It would be therefore neceflary to for the remaining T on n age; and the Difference betwixt 
prevent this, by a new Claufe added to the retraining the chartered and the furpius Freight o f Nine Ships is 
Bill. £ . 71,8 56— which Sum muff be an unneceffary Expence

I thould imagine that the Company might ftiil farther created to the Company, by fending out thefe Nine 
decreafe their Expence o f Freight, by increafing the fuperfluous Ships.
Difnenfions and Burden o f the Ships they may build in John Durand.
future; for Ihftance, If they fbali build Three Ships January 28, 1773.
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T o  the Honourable Secret Committee o f Parliament.

Honourable Gentlemen, /  Firft, That from the great Numbers, Opulence, and

IN  Obedience to your Command, that I flioul'd ftate various Interefts of the Owners o f  Shipping, due 
to you the feveral Meafures, whereby Savings may CEconomy is prevented, and they by thofe Means are 

be made to my Employers the Eajt India Company, in not only enabled to obtain high-Freight, but are not 
the Articles o f Freight and Demorage, I have taken the fubjedt to the neceflary Controul.
Subjeft into my molt ferious and mature Confideration; Second, T h e  Admillion and Employment o f many 
ind as a hearty Well-wiffier to the true Intereft o f the more Ships in the Service than are needful for the 
honourable Company, I beg leave to fuggeft the fol- Trade.
lowing Hints, which, in my Opinion, if carried into Third, T h e  allowing Private T rade and Country 

< Practice, Would effeftually leflfen, i f  not eradicate, the Voyages.
Evils now exifting in the Shipping Branch o f  the Eaft Fourth, T he Employment o f fo great a Number of 
India Company’s Trade, and put the fame upon fuch a final! Ships, which naturally require an additional 
Plan in future, as would greatly relieve the Company Number o f  Captains and Officers, and creates a 
from the heavy Load it now labours under, by the vaft confiderable Increafe o f  Private T rad e and Sailing 
Sums paid for Freight and Demorage. Charges.

But in order to Ihew the Utility, o f thefe Hints, I And in relief o f the feveral above-mentioned Evils, 1. 
ffiall firft endeavour to point out a few o f the principal would humbly fuggeft the following Plan :
Caufes o f  thofe Evils^ T hat no more Ships be taken up Annually, than whofe

7 -  - 1 ■ Cargoes
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Cargoes would be fufficient to fupply the Company's be fold in India on Account o f  the Owners, with the 
Sales. ufual Reftri&ions.

T hat the fmall Ships fhould be fent to Coaft and Bay W ere the above Meafures purfued, I am clearly o f 
for the fine Goods, and the large ones to China for the Opinion, that One Third o f the Sum now paid annually 
T e a s : And that no more fmall Shins be built, than are for Freight and Demorage might be faved, and the 
deemed neceffary for the Coaft and Bay 1 rade. pernicious Praftice o f Smuggling in a great Degree

That all the Ships be taken up for their full Tonnage prevented. / ,
by Builders Meafurement Out and Home, and to be But fhould ever a Plan be adopted (which in my 
laden and unladen by the Company’s Officers, here and Judgment is very eligible) for the Company’s purchafing 
in India ; and that moderate, but adequate, Freights be the prefent Ships freighted by them, and for building 
paid for the fame, in lieu o f  the feveral Sums now and equipping their Ships in future at their own Docks, 
allowed for whole Freights, half Freights, Surplus Ton- and by their own Servants, then I am very confident 
nage, Kintlage, and Demorage, for a common Voyage a further corfder able -Saving might be yet made, and the 
O ut and Home. many Inconvemenciest arifing from the Numbers, Opu-

That the Company do allow no Private Trade, nor lence, and various Interefts o f the Owners o f Shipping, 
any Ship to go a Country Voyage. with the improper Controul they now in confequence

That in order to reduce the exorbitant Tonnage, pofiefs, be effe&ualiy obviated, 
which at prefent is not lefs than 63,000 Tons, Builders H aving perufed an Account o f the N et Goods 
Meafurement, no more Ships be built, nor any repaired brought Home for the Company, from 175 3 10  1772, 
for going more than four Voyages, until the whole both included, it appears to me, that they have paid
Tonnage employed by the Company ffiall be reduced to for thole Goods n e a r./ . 32. per T on  Freight on an
35,000° Tons, according to the foregoing Race o f Average, exclufive o f Demorage, or Intereft on M oney 
Meafurement, which it Is certain will be fufficient for advanced for Imprefs and Surplus Tonnage Outwards, 
amply fupplying the Company’s Sales in England, even or Expence o f  Packets built by the Company ; but as 
if  they fhould in future confiderably increafe ; and the Tonnage o f the Kintlage, & c. is blended with thai
leave a proper Number o f Ships at Home, ready to be o f  the Goods, it is poffible there may be fome fmall
employed upon any fudden or extraordinary O ccafion: Errors in this Statement, which may be redifkd  by the
But after fuch Redu&ion has taken place, then 3,000 proper Officer.
Tons o f new Shipping built annually, will be fufficient I have the Honour to be, with the greateft R efped, 
for keeping up the before-mentioned Quantity o f 35,000 Honourable Gentlemen,
Tons.— And fhould a larger Quantity o f Tonnage be Your mod obedient, and
required, from W ar or other Emergency, Out than London, the 1 1 th mod humble Servant,
Home, in that Cafe it is propofed, that extra Ships be February 1773.
hired on H alf Freight for the Voyage Outwards, and Gabriel i>nodgrafs.

N * 6 .

A C C O U N T  o f China Ships which have come Home fully laden } fpecifying the Quantity o f  Tons,
Builders Meafurement, and the Quantity o f T ons o f Merchandize, including K intlage} for Five Years.

Merchandize Merchandize
Builders brought, in- Builders brought, in-

1768. Meafure- eluding Meafure- eluding
ment. Kintlage. ment. _ Kintlage.

Ofterley - 64.2 —  608 Glatton ■* ■* 676 —  poo
Northumberland - 657 —  577 Cruttenden - - 663 696
Earl of Lincoln - - 676 —  672 Speke - - -  726 —  740
Norfolk - 662 —  531 Bigot -  676 —  728
Triton - - - 637 —  649 Iledl or - 688 —  743
Latham - - 716  —  638 Nottingham - -  701 —  732
Houghton ■ -  7 o7 ~  670 Granby - -  -786 —  846
Britifh Kin? -  - 663 —  684 Havannah - - 676 —  749
Vanfttartg - -  676 -  68 i Triton - -  .  637 -  692

Earl of Lincoln - - 676 «— 705
lk7g 0 Earl of Afhburnham -  679 703

Ofterley -  - 642 ■—  681
Grofvenor - -  679 —  705 Norfolk -  662 —  657
Duke of Gloucefter - 657 —- 691 Neptune - -  656 — » 667
Lord Mansfield - - 632 —  669 Devonfhire -  - 6 5 7  —  702
Har court - -  670 —  7 10
True Briton - -  679 — - 716  1771*
Afta - 657 657 . ,
d ive - 687 —  673 Earl of Middlefex - 657 —  636
Pacific - - 668 —  6 6 1 Princefs Royal - - 864 —  977
Tilbury - 643 —  632 Royal Captain - - 676 —  7 1 2
London - - 676 —  730 Hawke ~ 7 i6  —  735
Horfendon - - 666 —  674 Duke of Gloucefter - 657 —  676
SeaHorfe - - 676 —  688 Kent -  - 657 —  649

Latham -  . 7 1 6  —  734
Lord Camden - - 707 —  734

177°* Valentine -  -  676 *— 7 1 2
Plaftev - - - 663 —  718 Refalution - - 804 —  915
Ponjbome - - 676 —  747 Huntingdon ~ - 7 l 6 —  733

•

V o l . I V .  4 D  Bridgewater
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Bridgewater -  804 4 - 9 T 4  -  - 663 —  654
P r;W  - - 864 —  997 * . " 6 79 689

Horjendon - - 666 —  7x2
Grenville - -■  666 —  755

l 772- Earl of Elgin - -  687 —  657
Britijh King - 663 —  675 D u ke of Richmond - 657 —  669
Northumberland - 657 —  6 j2  rfieen - - - 804 884
£«/<> _ -  657 —  670 Salijbury - 657 —  664
C/aWH - 676 —  668 Grofvsnor -  . 7 2 9  —  739
Stafford - 804 —  865 r 657 —  6S4
Thames - - 676 —  688 Ankerwyke - -  676 —  706
Calcutta - - 7 6 1 *—  7 2 9
Cruttenden - - 663 —  691 Eafi India Houfe, Rk Cole,
Sea Hor/e - - 676 —  666 11th February 1773. Freight Accountant.

..., 4 ,. . JN 7. ■

'A n  A C C O U N T  o f the Number o f Ships hired upon Freight by the Company in the Year 17 5 1 , and from 
1762 to 1772, both inclulivc} diftinguilhing fuch as were Abroad, fuch as were taken up, fuch as were at 
H om e, and fuch as were building j and diftinguiihing the Tonnage o f each Ship.

In the Year 175 1. Builders Builders
Tons, Meafure- Tons. Meafure-

02 Ships Abroad $ viz. merit. racist.

Anfcn - -  - 38 5 23 Ships at Home.
Britannia . - - - 620
Crfar - - 544 Augujla -  -  ■* 6x4
D uke o f Dorfet - - 544 Bofcawen -  .- — 651
Effex “ 590 Beniamin - - -  38a
Eajl court ~ - - 608 Elizabeth -  -  59°
Hdrdwitke - - - 573 T V / Saint George - - 590
Held or - -  - 585 Grantham -  544
Kent - - -  632 llcheficr - 608
Louden * , - 6 2 0  Norfolk - - -  5-5°

* Lord /Infon - - - 664 ‘ Portfield - 464
OnJIo'tv - - - 6a6 Prince Edward -  -  673
Prince Henry - - - 561 Suffolk *- - - 626
Prince George - - 6 57 Stafford -  ** ~ 59°
Shaftfbury - - -  64a Severn - * - 59°
Scarborough - - 642 Walpole -  - - 623
Saint George - - -  629 Warren - ~ - 60S
S tret ham - - - 614 Torft -  -  590
True Briton - - -  679 Edgebafion - -  ~ 55$
Triton - -  * 595 6W#r« -  -  -  585
W arw ick - 608 M ontfort - 544
linger - - 590 ' M arlborough -  -  - 585

•-----  13,198 Sandwich ~ 60S
Salijbury -  - 590
Tavijlock -  633

17 Ships taken up. ------ - *3,391

Admiral Demon - - 590 3 Ships building
Bimbay Cajlle - - 633 In the Room o f  the Prince William 626
Cthbejer - - - 544 Royal George 651
Cheflerfield - -  - 614 Somerfet - 6 14
H errington  - - - 544 — — . 1,891
De/awar - -  - 496 —  *-------—
Drake - 6x4 65 3 >̂44*
Dodington -  -  - 703 —  ------
Edgecoie 520
Exeter - 590 In the Year 1762.
Go dolphin « • 544 '
Houghton - -  614 28 Ships Abroad.
C b y W  - -  608

„ P rin ce  o f  Wales •• ~ '544 A lb io n  - -  ~ 671
P elham  -  544 A d m ira l Pococke - - 666
Rhoda ~ - - 614 Bofcawen ~ - -  668

/ R oyal D u k e  - - - 643 . v B rita n n ia  -  -  -  676
------ - 9,961 Clinton - - - 614

C//w
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Clive - - •• 6S7 In the Year 1763.
Drake - < - 626
Earl of Elgin - - 6S7 30 Ships Abroad.
Fffex 632
Elizabeth - - 676 Admiral Pococks * n 666
Earl of Ajhburnham - - 679 Bofcawen - 668
Few - - 632 • Britannia - * - 676
Godolphin - - - 575 - -  * 657
Grofvenor - -  - 679 Britifh King - 663
Houghton - - - 6 14  Cntttenden - - - -  663
Efetdcr - - - 609 2W<wvrf - - - 676
Hardwicke - - * 6 14  E *ri o f AJhhtrnham - -  679
Har court - - 649 Egmont - - - 614
Horfendon - -  666 Par/ of Middlefex * ■* 657
OJlerley - -  -  642 Falmouth -  662
Prince of Wales - - 637 Grofvenor - ■  - 679
Royal Captain - * * 6 7  6 Glattcn - -  - 676
Royal Cbarktts - - 669 ' Houghton - - 614
True Briton - - - 679 Heitor - * ” 6o9 .
Tilbury - - 643 Hawke; -  _ - - 646
Valentine - - - 655 Havannah - - - ,  676
Walpole - - - 643 Lord Clive - - - 676
Winchelfta - -  - 614  Lord Manefield - - 632

------. 18,178 Latham - 643
Neptune ~ » 656

20 Ships taken up. OJterlq Up.
V Plajfey . - - 663

£«/<r -  - - 657 ‘ " - 632
Britifh King - - *■ 663 -  - “ ° 7<>
Cruttenden - - - 663 Pitt - 8 44
Deptford •• - - 676 t y # * #  - 7° *
P . M  - - - 614  'TMot -  * 657
Earl of Middlefex - 657 Valentine - ~ - 655
Falmouth - - - 662 Winchelfea ~ •  614
Glattcn - - - 676 — * “  , Sh®73
Havannah ~ - 676
HBpke 646 20 Ships taken up.
XurJ C/m? - - * 676
Lord Mansfield - - 632 * 657 /
Latham -  643 “ * ** ^57
Neptune - -  - 656 Caernarvon -  - - 632
Plajfey - - -  663 Calcutta - - - 632 ■
Pccocke - - - 632 Duke of Richmond - - 656
p^o/ -  - . 6 7 6  o f Gloucefier -  - 657
p*'// - - - 844 Devonjhire - , - - 657
Speaker - 702 Duke of Albany - -  676
Talbot - 657 Par/ 0/ Lincoln - - 676

------ 13,371 Earl of Elgin -  - 687
Earl a f Holdernejfe - - 625

12 Ships at Home. dCent - -  - 657
Lord Holland - - - 676

Caernarvon ' - - - 632 London - - * 76
Duke of Richmond ~ - 656 iVor/^ - - J62
Earl of Holderneffe - - 625 Northumberland - - 657
Norfolk - - - 662 Princefs Augufta - - 614
prince Edward - * 66a Vanfttart -  -  - 676
Princefs Augufia - - (>14 Worcefler -  - -  646
Prince Henry ~ - - 6 1 4  York -  -  “ 79
Prince George 657 * 3»»5S

- - - 595
Worcefer -  646 ! 5 Ships at H om e.

- - - 608
r w  - - - 679 Alt ton ’  * * G, l l

------- 7,650 C/rt>* - 687
Clinton -  r- - 6 14  i

5 Ships building
In the Room o f the Anfon 657 dLjfen ~ . - 632

London 676 Box - -  - 63 a
Shaft/bury 657 Go dolphin - • - - 575

67O Harcourt , -  - - 649
Sandwich 657 Horfendon - - - 6b6

___  3j323 Hardwicke - - • 6 14
_ ______ _ Prince of Wales - - 637
6r 42,522 Raya/ Captain - * 676
__ — ------- Pcya/ Charlotte -  - 669

VOL.IV. . 7^
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Tilbury - - - 648 15 Ships at Home.
True Briton - « • 679

9,666 Britannia -  - - 676
Cruttenden -  - 663

3 Ships Building Earl of Afhburnham -  - 679
In the Room o f the Prince George 676 Egmont -  - - 614

Prince Henry 676 Falmouth - - - 662
Walpole 67 6 Glatton - 676

1,028 Heft or - 609
—- ----------  Hawke - 646
68 44,722 Houghton - -  614
—  t— ........ HaVannah - 676

Neptune - 656

In the Year 1764. ] * I

Abroad. I  I

Admiral Pococke -  -  666 9j°54

♦ s m f h * *

Boftawtn - -  - 668 In the Room o f  the Clinton -  707

: : : $  * *  - 4
C a f i r i f  - -  .  6 «  Prince of Wales 716

C dcuu, . -  676
Deptford -  -  > 6 7 6  _ 2»795
Duke of Richmond - - 656 72
Devor.fhire - - 657 ___ 47*0 7 4
Duke of Gloucefter - - 657
Duke of Albany -  - 676
Earl of Middlefex -  - 657 In the Year 1765.
/Izr/ of Lincoln 676
Earl of Elgin - - 687 30 Ships Abroad.
Kent - - .  657
Lord Clive - -  - 676 Admiral Pococke -  - 666
Lord Mansfield -  - 632 ^ la “ “ - 657

-  -  642 Ankerwyke - - 676
£or7  Holland - - -  676 ^ute ~ ~ “ 657
London -  gyg - 63/
Norfolk - -  „ 662 Duke of Richmond -  - 656
Northumberland -  - 6 0  Duke of Gloucefter - -  657
Pococke -  - .  622 Dutton - - - 676
Pitt -  - 844 Earl of Middlefex - - 657
Princefs Augufla - 614 Earl o f Elgin - -  687
yW£>2 -  -  .  657 - 632
Valentine - » 65c ^  ■  ” - 632
Vcmfittkrt -  676 Grofvenor - - 679
Winchelfea ~ - - 614 Grenville - - - 676
Worcefter . . .  Horfendon - 666
JHwfc -  - - 679 Hardwicke - - - 614

—  21,370 i liarcourt - - - 676
Kent - ~ - 657

i . . .  . Princefs Augufla -  - 614
ao Ships taken up. EWyfr .  .  668

Ponjborne - ■ -  - 676
Ankerwyke - - - 676 - .  676
■‘Etcion - -  - 671 Royal Charlotte - - 66a
Ulve -  -  - 687 <SVj/&*ry ~ -  - 6 r ;

* / «  - - •- 6*2 T a lk , .  - .  i
X . - -  -  '  « » « 0 ’ -  -  - 4 .3
Grofvermr - - 679 Sfow w  .. .  676
f " 8™ #  - - -  676 True Briton - - -  679

* - - 6 6 6 , .Tbr* 679
7/ ^ t ; ^  ~ 6 14  _  in ,022
Harcourt - gyg •

- -  - 668 ' 22 Ships taken up.
Ponjaorne - ** -  676
Royal Captain - .  676 ^*/&u - - -  6c7
Royal Charlotte - - 669 - - - 6 6

- -  - 657 - - - 663
- -  726 Duke of Kingfton - - 716

Uliury - - - 643 Deptford - -  676
Lames - -  - 676 Devonfhire - - - 657
True Briton - . .  679 Duke o f Cumberland -  - 716

*3>355 Duke of Albany - - 676
£
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Earl of AJhburnbam 679 Royal Charlotte -  - 669
Glutton -  -  - 676 -  -  -  7 20
Hampjhire - - > 6 9 6  $/>«*»■  -  * 7 0 2
Hawke - 646 ——  18,280
Havana ah - - - 676

-  - - 693 24 Ships taken up.
Lord Camden - - 707
Neptune - 656 Admiral Pocotke - - 666
Nottingham -  - - 700 Britijh King - - 663
Ojierley m 642 i?#/* - - - * 637
Prince of Wales -  -  7*6 Calcutta - ~ - 63a
Plajfey - - 663 Earl of Middlejex ~ - 657

_ 676 Earl of Lincoln - - . 676
Speaker - 70a Egmont - 700

— —  14,96^ Earl of Elgin - - 687
-  - 676

17 Ships at Hom e. ^ */ Chatham -  '
Greenwich - - - 6 7 6

Bofcawen -  * * 668 tteclor - , - - 688
Britijh King -  -  663 Houghton - - - 707.
Caernarvon - - 632 Lord Ho Land -  - by 6
Calcutta - - 632 - - - 7 iO
Earl o f Lincoln -  - 676 £ « * * *  * " “

C//w - -  - 676 Lord Mansfield -  -  63a
£*/Zw# - -  - 643 c/z'yff - - - 576
Lord Mansfield -  - 632 Northumberland - - 657
Lord Holland -  ~ 676 -  - -  662
Z a d to  - - 676 Northington - - 676
AfcrjW* -  -  ~ 662 “ * *• “ 637
Northumberland -  - 657 Vanfittart - - ~~ 67»
Pococke -  -  632 Worcefier - - -  646
P itt -  - 844 i6 >°91
Vanfittart -  -  676

-  - 655 21 Ships at Home;
Worcefier ~ -  - 646

------ 11,346 Ankerwyk e - -  67 6
CYm? > - -  -  687

4 Ships building Duke of 'Richmond * - 656
*  r  Dutton - -  676

In the Room o f the Egmont 700 Duke of Gloucefier - -  657
Falmouth 676 ’ -  - ~ ^32
JF/<r̂ r 688 Grenville - -  - 676
Houghton 707 Grofvenor - - ^79

----- - 2,771 Horfendon - -  *■ 666
— ----  Hardwicke ~ - - 614

7 .. 49,004 Har court - - 676
i i  .  —  Kent - - 657

Princefs Augufta - * 614

In the Year 1766. ^
Xoja/ Captain - - 676

27 Ships Abroad. sf f “ry “ - “ a 57
7 r  Talbot - 657

An- „ A rt Thames - 676

J b fa  -  - - «S7
Britannia -  - - 676 Uilbury - 43
Cruttenden - - - 663 ^  - ~ 67 9
Duke of Kingfton - - 676 J3 ’ 901
Duke of Cumberland - - 716
Deptford - ~ 676 2 Ships building
Duke of Albany - - 676 * ,
D WW»j»i« -  657 In the Room o f  the P/// - 786
Earl of Ajhburnham - 679 Valentine 67 b
J to  - - -  -  632 ------ *

- - - 676 —
llampfhire - -  - 696 74  49»7 J4
Hawke - 646
Havannah 676
l i r f  - 693 In the Year 1767.
Lord Camden - - 7 °7  . .  , ,
JV^/aW - - 656 24 Ships abroad.

Nottingham - 701 , ,  . , „  1
Ojierley - - 642 Admiral Pococke -  - 666
Ponjborne - - - 676 Britijh King - - - 3
Prince of Wales - - 716  3 k/* ‘  “ J 57
Plaffey' - :  - 663 Cs/rK/W -  - ‘

- .  -  676 Earl of Lincoln - - 676

V ol IV . 4 E  ; ;4 ;;/ 'V  Earl
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Earl of Middlejex - - 657 Epota - - * 7 20
Europa - 676 Speaker - - 702
Earl of Elgin 687 ‘ —— ■ 16,305
§ » « * *  ^  ;  - ‘  700  ,  shi building.
£<2r/ 0/̂  Chatham - 676
Greenwich - - - 676 Hardwicke - * «• 804.
HeSlor • - - 688 ------  ———— •
Houghton ~ - - 707 76 5 '>473
Lord Holland - - 676 *------  * --------
Latham - - -  716
London - 676 In the Year 1768.
Lord Mansfield - - 63a
Northumberland - - 657 32 Ships Abroad.
Norfolk ~ 662
Northington - - - 676 Ankerwyke - - 676
Ofitrley - 642 Ajia * 657
2 r*7ow ■ * * - • »  637 Ftao - - “ 657
Vanfittart - - * 676 Calcutta -  - - 632
Worcefter - - 646 C//'w - - - 687

~ 16,057 Dutton - 676
Duke of Gloucejler - - 657

27 Ships taken up» Duke of Richmond - - 656
Earl o f Chatham - - 676

Ankerwyke * '* 676 EJfex - 63a
Afta - 657 Grofvenor -  679
F/tatf - - -  687 Granby - - - 7 8 6
Dutton * 676 Grenville - 676
Duke o f Gloucejler - -  657 Horfendon ~ - - 666
Duke of Richmond -  -  656 Hare our t - - - 676

-  - - 632 Kent * •* 657
Grojvenor - - - 679 London -  -  676
Granby -  -  -  786 Lord Mansfield - •» 632
Grenville - * -  676 Pacific -  - - 668
Horfendon - - -  676 Ponfborne * - - 676
Har court -  - - 676 - - - 804

- 657 Royal Captain - - 676
Pacific » ~ 668 tSVa i/o /̂e - 676
Ponfborne - ~ - 676 Shrewfbury - - - 676
Queen - - - 804 Salifbury - 657

Captain « - 676 Frao Briton - -  - 679
Ijcrfe - * - 676 “Tilbury - -  - 643

Shrewfbury - - 2 676 Thames - - - 676
Salifbury - * - 657 Talbot - -  - 6 5  7
True Briton « -  - 679 Verelft » - - 6 7 6
Tilbury - 640 Valentine - -  - 676
Thames » * T 676 2or£ - -  - 679
Talbot - 657 ------  21,573
Vtrelfi 676
Valentina ** - - 676 31 Ships taken up.
Tork •  - * 6 7 9

— —  18,307 .i«/o» * - - 657
Britannia - - - 676

24 Ships at Home. Cruttenden -  663
Duke of Albany - - 676

Anfon - 657 Devonshire - -  - 6 5 7
Britannia - - 676 Deptford - -  - 6 7 6
Cruttenden - - - 663 D ata of King ft on - - 676
Duke of Cumberland - -  716  Duke of Grafton - - 804
Deptford - - - 676 Duke of Cumberland - 716
Duke of King ft on -  -  676 Earl of AJhburnham - - 679
Duke of Albany) - -  676 Earl of Lincoln - " - 676
Devonshire - -  - 657 .Ear/ 0/ Middlefex - -  657
Earl of AJhhurnham -  - 679 For - - - 632
For - - - 632 - Glutton - 676
Glattcn - 676 Havannah - 676
Havannab **> - - 676 Heflor - • - 688
Hampfhire - - - 696 Hampjldre - - - 696
Hawke 646 Lionefs - - 693
Lionefs - .  - 693 F o r i Holland - 676
F o ri Camden • - 707 F o r i Camden - 707
Neptune - 65 6 Neptune - 656
Nottingham -  701 Nottingham -  - -  701
Prince of W ales - - 716 Norfolk - - -  662
Plaffey - ■ 663 Ofterley - 642

- 676 F/fOif - 676
Fora/ Charlotte- - - 669 F/<?$?y - 663

® Prince
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Prince of Wales - -  71 6 Britijh King tf$3 '
Royal Charlotte - -  669 Bute - - - 657

• % - - 726 Duke of Gloucefter - - 657
Weaker - -  - 702 Duke of Portland -  - 7 1 6
Triton " 637 Europa . . .  675

*—— • 21,107 Earl o f Elgin - - 687
Egmont . . .  7 0o

12 Ships at Home. Greenwich - 676
Houghton -  707

Admiral Pococke - ~ 666 Huntingdon - - - 7 16
Britijh King -  663 Hawke - -  - 7 16
Europa - -  676 Harcourt -  676
.Ear/ af Elgin - •• 687 A>/tf - -  - 657
Egmont - - 700 Latham - -  - 7 16
Greenwich - - -  676 Lord Mansfield - - 632
Houghton - - - 707 M?//* - - 864
Latham - - - 716  Northington - -  - 676
Northumberland * - 657 Northumberland 657
Northington - - - 676 Priticefs Roydl 1 - * 864
Vanfutart - - 676 Prime -  864
Wonejler - 646 Royal Captain -  -  676

------ - 8,146 Refolution - 804
Stafford - 804

1 Ship building. 7 r«<? Briton -  679
Valentine -  - - 676

Hawke -  -  - 716  Vanfittart - - - 676
— ---------  E m #  - 676

7 6 51,542 Worceftcr . . .  716
------  ---------- ------  21,354

In the Year 1769. 19 Ships at Home.

36 Ships Abroad. - 657
C/mf -  -  -  687

Ankerwyke - - - 676 Calcutta - - - 632
Anfon' - -  -  657 Duke o f Richmond - -  656
Britannia - 676 Dutton -  676
Cruttenden -  663 .  -  632

0/ Albany -  * 676 Grofvenof -  -  679
Devonjhire ~ -  - 657 Grenville - -  -  676
Deptford - - . 6 7 6  Horfendon - 666
Duke of Kingfion -  - 676 London - .. _ 676
Duke o f Grafton -  - 804 Lord North - -  -  76 1
Duke of Cumberland -  -  716  Pacific - 66$
Ear/ 0/ Chatham -  - 676 - - -  804
.Ear/ of Lincoln -  - 676 Salijbury - - - 657
Earl of Middlejex - 657 Sea Horfe -  -  676
Ear/ 0/ AJhburnham -  - 679 Shrewjbtiry -  .  - 676
Ecw - - -  - 632 Tilbury - 643
Granby -  - - 786 Thames - 676
Glattan - 67 6 20r^ - 679
Havannah - ■ " ~ 676 ’ -___  *2,877
Heitor -  -  - 688 —----- .
Hampjhire - -  - 696 85 58,803
Lionefs - » 69 3 • ■■■■ *»
I.ord Holland - * - 676
I.crd Camden - - - 7 0 7
Nottingham -  - - '  701 In the Year 1770.
Neptune ~ - -  656
Norfolk - - - 6 6 2  35 Ships Abroad.
Ojierky -  - ■ - 642
Ponjborne 676 ’ Admiral Pococke - -  666
Eigot -  - - 676 Bridgewater -  -  - 864
Plaffey - - 663' Britijh King -  - - 663

,  Prince of Wales - -  7 16  Bute - - _ 657
Ec/a/ Charlotte -  669 Duke of Kingjlon - - 676

- - - 720 Duke of Cumberland - - 7 16
speaker - -  - 702 £>#&,’ 0/ Gloucefter - -  657
Talbot - -  657 Dafo 0/ Portland - - 7 16
Sfrfo# - - 637 Earl o f Middlejex - - 657

----- - 24,572 Europa - - - 676 ,
Ear/ 0/ E/g/« -  -  687

30 Ships taken up. E^m#/ - - 700
Greenwich - - -  676

Admiral Pococke - - 666 Houghton -  - - 707
Bridgewater - - 804 Huntingdon - -  • 716

Y o t .  IV . Hawke
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Hawke - - - 716  Britannia 804
Harcourt - - - 676 Norfolk - 716

- - -  757 Neptune - 716
Camden - - 707 jFc# - 758

Latham - - -  716  Admiral Watfon 758
Lord Mansfield - - 63 a Marquis of Rock-
Morfe - - “ 864 ingbam 758
Northington - - - 676 — 6, 830
Northumberland - 657 —  ----------*
Prince of Wales 716  87 61,65 6
Princefs Royal - 8 64 —  - — — *
Prime - -  - 864
jRoyfl/ Captain - -  676
Refolution - - - 804 In the Year 17 7 1.
Stafford - - 804
frue Briton “ 679 38 Ships Abroad.
Valentine - 676

* ? « * ? * *  - - -  E *rl o f Elgin - .  6S7
■ - - -  6?« - - - 663

* ir ‘ « * r -* ’  - 7 .6  -  - - 804
~-----  24,826 Veretf l  .  .  - 6 76

30 Ships taken up. £ £ »  I I I g j

j  t 1 ,  * Northumberland - - <5r?
• '* W J,fe - - . 6 7 6  - -  , ? 6
^ • 7  '  * 6 57 D «fc o/ Richmond 6c6

~  • ‘  - # '  &  : : : £
“  : : : It, f t  - - -
Duke of Richmond - -  6j 7 j f f f  .  .  . 6 5 7

i f '  : : : $  ^  |
£ s g “ r - -  -  7*9 C t e t o  - - - 676
>  ‘7 °7* 75 . 729

Gr rT U‘  - -  ■  6<*  - - - 6 ,6
‘  '  '  » « * /  - - -  676
- ,  ,  666 P „ j f ,  .  .  .  6£s

L f f m i a n f i  -  I 804 '  * ’  666
- • - 761 § £ &  : : : f f

L °"don - - * 7»6  ; V Grenville - -
- P °”J?>orfie * ’  “ J76 Lord North - i  - 76 s

’  -  - 668 Deptford -  -  .  676

- - - 7 '6  ,  .  ;  ’-3
r “ 6r Sl  Colebrcoke - - - 7 1 6

SZ u rfe - ‘  - 676 -  ^76
A  " n - ~ * 7 a  ̂ London - - 7 i 6

staf*7 * * ■ • - - 7i«5 ,7  - -  - 676 Dutton _ .  - 6 76

" ‘  ‘  Hatnpjhire -  -  696
679  Lord Holland- - 804

------  20,968 p/^/ .  _ - 676

13 Ships at Home. — 26,613

Nottingham - - - 701 3^ Ships taken up.
- - -  688

Havannab - -  - 676 «  - - gQ-
* - •- 637 Najfau - - .  7 ,6

.r ran by - - _ 786 Nottingham - - ' - 701
‘  '  7oa Royal Henry - - .  804

Lari of Lincoln - - 676 Havannab - -  -  676
Lf nf Sf  ‘  , " ~ 693 Cfierley -  -  758
LariofAjlburnham - - 679 Lord Camden - - - 707

/  - “ 6 57 G rs*h  - - - 786
Duke of Grafton - - 804 G to/w  - _ .  7 ,3
Duke of Albany - - 676 Duke of Grafton - - 804
ŵ/<w - - - 657 Earl of A(hburnham - - 6~q

------ 9,032 Earl of Lincoln - - 676

9 Ships building - I I  -J,5|
In the Room o f the Plajfey - 804 7>;VOT - .  _

Royal Charlotte 758 Greenwich - _ - 6~f
Ofterley -  758 [ Earl of Sandwich ~ go4

Prime
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Prince of Wales - - 716 Devonfhire - - - 657
ig ° ,n " " 6 S7 Marquis o f Rockingham - ic 'i

Duke o f Albany - - 676 ------ a , , 4S ,
Royal Charlotte - - 758
Duke of Cumberland -  - 716  2 r Ships taken up.
Hell or - _ _ 6 8 i
Marquis of Rockingham - 758 /Tr«/ * -  - 6 -7
Devonshire - -  657 Ponjborne - - - 676
Speaker -  _ * 702 Worcefter - - - 7 16

' ; rT ------ 18,677 Prime -  864
17  ohips at Home. Princefs Royal - 864

Captain - - 864
Kent -  657 Latham - - - 716

- - - 707 Lord Mansfield - - 7 ^  '
Latham - - - 716 Duke o f Kingston - -  7*16
Pnncefs Royal - -  864 Valentine - - -  .676
Hawke -  -  - 716  Huntingdon - - - 7 1 6
Pdentine - - - 676 - - 716  [
Europa -  - - 676 Northington - - « 676
Vaifit tart - - - 676 • Houghton - 707
ReJolution - , - - 804 /7,)W  - - .  7 5 8
Bridgewater - - - 804 Duke of Portland - 7 :6
Huntingdon - - - 716  Bridgewater - - - 804
It orcejler ~ - - 716 Evmont - 700
Northington - - -  676 Har court - - - 676

-  -  - 700 Hawke - - 716
Harcourt - - - 676 Refolution - 804
True Briton - -  -  679 Bejborougb - -  - 864
■ Prime -  * -  864 Europa - - - 676

------  12,323 Vanjittart - - - 676
,  , Brttijh King - - 662
6 Ships building. ' ,__ f  *8,37^

27 Ships at Hom e.
In the Room  o f the Earl of Middlefex 7 16

’ Admiral Pococke 864 Afw/* . - _ _
Duke of Kingston J \ 6 Northumberland -  -  657

Captain 864 Bade - -  - - 697 '
Duke of Gloucefter 758 D#/AW - - .
Lord Mansfield 758 G/a//«* * - .  676

“ •*—  41676 Stafford * - 804
~~ , — —— - Afiia - - - 657

87 62,289 Thames - - - 676
" " Calcutta - - -  761

. . • - 7 , -  720
In the \  ear 1772. Cruttcnden - - - * 6 6 3

. .  , Sea Horfie - - ' 676
30 Ships Abroad. .  .  * 668

„ ,  , , Horfiendon - -  - 6  66
Colebrooke - -  -  716 Grenville - - 676
Shrewjbury - -  - 676 j W  - - - 804

- " - 716  - - - 657
- “  - 676 G * j / W  - - - 729

, " - 693 Talbot -  -  -  657
Nottingham - -  - 701 j Lord North - -  76 x

- - - 804 Ankerwyke - - 676
Havattnah - - - 676 Deptford - - 6^6

" * - 758  Rochford ~ * 7 ‘i 6
^ r^ r . - “ - 786  G/xw . . .  687
Earl of Lincoln -  .  676 Gt#rev - - - 71 6
Greenwich - -  - 676 Hampjhire -  - . 696

- “ " 71 6 Lord Holland- - - 804
“ - - 637 1907^'

Lord Camden - .  .  707 1 4 Ships budding.
Earl of Afijburnham - - 679

* Anfon - 657 Ncv&Ship in the room o f the True
s S t ’  ~ _ * 758 Briton - - 4 - 758
fifiP-u  '  “ - 716 D° Earl Elgin ~ - 716
Gatton - - - 758 D ' - - - 758
Duke of Cumberland - - 716 D “ Verelfi - - 7 16
Duke of Albany .  676    o Q.g
Duke of Graf ton - 804 ___  __
Royal Charlotte -  758 86 6t,86a
HeStor - _ - 63 ___  __ __ _
Prince of Wales - 716 Eajl India Houfe,
Earl of Sandwich - ~ 804 the 5 th February 1773.

- _ . 7 0 2  Cha. The., Coggm.
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Agreement made between the Owners of Eajl India Shipping, concerning the Limitation o f  Tonnage. Dated
12th June 1751.

0
Y lftH E R E A S *  great Inconveniencies have arifen, as Ships (hall not be replaced, and there jfhall be no 
V well to the honourable the United Company o f Ship or Ships built in Lieu of, or on the Bottom

Merchants o f  England trading to the Eafi Indies, as to o f luch Ship and Ships, fo performing fuch Voy-
all thofe who are Owners of Ships employed in the ages as aforefaid, until fuch laid Ships fo aforefaid 
Service o f the faid Company, by building more Ships built for, and employed, and to be built for, and em- 
than the Trade o f the faid Company require, and each ployed in, the faid Company’s Service, (ball be re- 
o f  the Parties have greatly fuffered thereby, great duced to the Number o f Forty-eight Ships as afore- 
Numbers o f  the faid Ships being obliged to be kept at laid, in the W h ole: And, in order that this Agree-
H om e for a long Tim e unemployed, at a very great ment may not be evaded or fruflr'ated, the Perfon
Expence to the Owners, and fome o f which being not or Perfons who (hall have been Commander and Com- 
imployed for Tw o Years and upwards, during which rnanders at the Commencement o f the Fourth Voy- 
T im e the Rigging, Sails, and Stores, have perilhed, age o f a ll-o r any fuch Ship or Ships in the faid 
and been rendered unfit for future Service, and the Company’s Service, which (hall have performed Four ,
Ships have greatly decayed, which has very much Voyages as aforefaid, (hall, before any new Ship (hall 
increafed the Owners E xpences; and by that Means begin to be built, enter into a Bond with a fuffi- 
the faid Owners cannot let out their Ships fo cheap as cient Surety o f the Penalty o f Six Thoufand Pounds 
otherwife they might be able to do : In order therefore to the Hu(band thereof, to fecure his continuing 
to prevent the like Inconveniencies and Expences for Commander o f  fuch Ship fo to be built, for One 
the future, and that the (aid Company may be better Voyage at lead, in the faid Company’s Service, or 
fjpplied with Shipping, we whofe Names are here- in Lieu thereof, to pay to the Owners o f fuch faid 
under written, who have refpeftivply fubfcribed this Ship Three Thoufand Pounds, unlefs he (hall be 
Agreement, being Owners and Proprietors o f Scock prevented by unforefeen Illnefs, or fome inevitable 
o f the faid Company, and alfo the Owners and Propri- Accident, which (hall be clearly made appear to the 
etors o f  Ships employed in the Service o f the laid Satisfaction o f the Court o f Directors o f the faid 
Company, have feverally and relpeftively promifed Company. And it is further agreed, T hat in cafe 
and agreed, and do hereby feverally and refpeCtivcly the Part-Owners o f any Ship or Ships built for, and 

■ promife and agree, to and with each other in Manner employed in, the faid Company’s Service, fhall at any *
follow ing; that is to fay, That we will relpeftively, Tim e, after One or more Voyage or Voyages, not 
to the utmoft o f our refpeCtive Skill and Power, caufe think fuch Ship or Ships in a Condition to be refit- 
and procure the Number o f Ships, which now are, ted for the faid Service; and i f  the Perfon or Perfons 
and (ball hereafter be built for,'and employed in, the who (hall have been Commander or Commanders o f 

: Service o f the faid Company, to be reduced as foon fuch Ship or Ships at the Commencement o f the
as poffibly may be, by the Method hereinafter men- laft Voyage from England, fhall happen to be de- 
tioned, to Forty-eight in Num ber; and that nei- ceafed, or fhall retire from and difeontinue the faid Ser- 
ther o f us fhall in any Manner o f Ways whatfo- vice as Commander or Commanders o f fuch Ship or
ever, do, or caufe or procure to be done, any A ft , Ships; or in cafe any Commander or .Commanders
Matter, or Thing whatfoever, whereby, or by Reafon of any o f the faid Ship or Ships fliall be difinified
or Means whereof, the Reduction o f the Number o f his or their laid Service or Services on any Account
the faid Ships to Forty-eight in Number, in the whatfoever, and the faid Ship or Ships (hall be then 
Manner and by the Method ‘hereinafter mentioned, worn out, or not in a Condition to be refitted for 
fhall be (fuftrated, prevented, iufpended, or delayed, another Voyage in the faid Company’s Service; th a t’ 
in any Manner o f W ays, or for any Tim e whatfoever : then, and in each and every of the faid Cafes, fuch
And as foon as the faid Ships (hall be reduced to Ship and Ships fliall not be replaced, and there (hall 
Forty-eight in Number, that we will jointly and be no Ship whatfoever built in Lieu of, or on the 
feverally, to the utmoft of our refpeftive Power, do Bottom of fuch laft mentioned Ship or Ships lb worn 
all that in us relpeftively lie, that no more than Forty- out as aforefaid, until all the faid Ships built for, 
eight in Number o f Ships, fliall thereafter be built and employed, and to be built for, and employed 
for, and employed in, the Service o f  the faid Com- in, the faid Company’s Service, (hall be reduced to 
pany, at one and the fame l ime ; and that we will the Number o f Forty-eight in the W h o le ; and the 
relpeftively do all in our refpeftive Power to prevent Perfon or Perfons who fliall have been the Com- 
any Addition to be made thereto in any Manner o f minder and Commanders o f  all fuch Ship or Ships 
W avs, and to prevent any and every Application to which Hull be worn out, or not in a Condition to
the (aid Company for that Purpofe, or any thing be refitted as aforefaid, at the Commencement o f
relating thereunto, except than as herein is particu- fuch faid Ship or Ships lall Voyage, in like Manner, 
larly mentioned. And in order that the faid Ships before any new Ship or Ships fliall begin to be built 
may be reduced to Forty-eight in Number as afore- for the faid Company’s Service, in U r n  o f or on
faid, with as much Juftice and as little Inconveni- the 'Bottom o f fuch laft-mentioned Ship or Ships,
ency as polTibly may be to the Parties concerned, It is (hall enter into a Bond, wich a fufficient Surety, o f 
agreed, T hat when any o f the laid Ships which have the Penalty o f Six Thoufand Pounds to the Hufband 
or (hall hereafter be built for, and employed in, the o f  fuch faid Ship or Ships, to fecure fuch Coalman- 
faid Company’s S erv ice ,‘ fliall have performed Four der and Commanders continuing Commander and 
Voyages in the faid Service, according to the ufuat Commanders of fuch laid Ship and Ships fo to be 
Cultom o f the faid Company in employing o f Ships, built, for One Voyage at Raft, in the (aid Compa- 
and the Commander or Commanders o f any fuch ny’s Service, or in Lieu thereof, to pay to the Own- 
Ship or Ships fliall happen to die in the laft o f the ers o f fuch faid Ship Three Thoufand Pounds, un- 
faid Voyages, or after the Performance thereof (hall Ids luch Commander or Commanders Hull be pre- 
retire from and difeontinue the laid Service, as Com- vented by fome unforefeen Illnefs, or fome inevitable 
madder or Commanders of luch Ship or Ships, that Accident, which fliall be clearly made appear to the 
then and in either of the laid Cafes, fuch Ship or Satisfaction o f the Court o f Directors o f the faid Com ­

pany.
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party as aforefaid. Provided always, and it is hereby in the Year o f  our Lord One thoufand Seven hun- 
agrced, That nothing herein contained is meant or died and Fifty-one. 
intended to bind the United Company of' Merchants
o f  England, trading to the Eafi Indies, from caufing Simon Rogers, William Black,
any Number o f Ships to be built for, and employed Samuel Braund, John Pelly, Jun.
in, their Service, if the faid Company (hall think ne- John Hallett, Abraham Wells,
ctflary, and lhall have Occafion to increafe the N um - ‘Thomas Delamotti , J°feph Jachfon,
ber o f hired Ships in their Service} but in futh Cale we Caleb Grantham, Shearman Godfrey,
do hereby refpeCtively agree, That we will ufe our Thomas Hunt, Samuel Jones,
utmoft and bell Endeavours, that every fuch Ship Edmund Godfrey, John Chace,
which may be fo .built for the faid Service, lhall be Edward Page, John-Legg,
built upon the Bottom and Bottoms, and to replace Robert Baillie, M . LethieulUer,
the Ship and Ships firft worn out or loft in their Ser- John Pelly, Henry Fynes,
vice, regularly in Courfe one after another, from the David Crichton, Cha' Raymond
D ay o f  the Date hereof; and that the Command o f  Aaron Franks, Nicholas Crifp,
fuch Ship or Ships may be given to fome Perfon or Robert Brooke, Fra1 Salvadore,
Perfons who lhall have been bred in the laid C om - Barringn Buggin, Jtftyb Collier,
pany’s Service. In Wltnefs whereof we have here- Samuel Willfon, Cha‘ Benyon.
unto fubfcribed our Names, this Twelfth Day ot June, Richard Grabb,

•>. * “ _ 1 
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Letter from Sir Richard Hotham to the Court o f  Directors o f the Eajl India Company.

Honourable Sirs, Ton lefs than you can have a Cargo brought for

Y O  U  11 late unexpected Relolution has made a from thence, under every poflible Advantage to the 
molt extraordinary Alteration in the Affairs o f  Company that the prefcnt Charter Party can afford, 

fuch Ships as are ftationed to China. I acknowledge And I do hope, whatever may have been your
m yfelf bound by Charter Party, but any Agreem ent M otive for your late Refolution, that you will im-
may be difiblved by Confent o f the contracting Par- mediately give my Offer a deliberate Confideration. 
ties, for mutual Benefit: I do therefore now propofe la m , honourable Sirs,
to you a frefh Tender o f my Ship Royal Captain; Wednefday Morning, Your moft humble Servant, 
and will agree (provided you will direCt to be laden January 13th, 1773. R J Hotham.
on board o f  her at China as much Goods as Ihe
can conveniently carry) to bring Hom e the fame at T h e  honourable Court o f Directors
Twenty Guineas per T o n , being Four Guineas per o f the Eajl India Company.

N® 1 0 .

Letter from Sir Laurence Dundas, Baronet, to the Chairman o f the Eajl India Company, communicated to
the Court o f  Directors.

Moor Park, 14th January 1773 . communicate this Letter to the Directors; for I hope,
Sir, ’ ’ when they conlider the great Hardlhip that this mult

I M uft trouble you with this Letter, from a R e- bring upon thofe who are concerned in large Ships, 
port that 1 have heard, that the Directors have and who upon the AfTurances o f Surplus fonnage 

(or intend to) come to a Refolution, that the* China have fitted out thefe Ships at a very great Lxpence,
Ships lhall not have Surplus Freight: T he Hard- thac Juftice and Equity will prevail with the D i-
Ihips to the Owners o f  large Ships built for the reCtors to refeind any Refolution which mult be ruin*
Service of the Company, and the Freights reduced ous to thefe Ships, I am, with great Regard, Dear 
in the Manner you know they are, upon the Faith Sir,
and AfTurances that Surplus Tonnage fhould be gi- Y our moft obedient, and
ven, would be fo great that I cannot allow m ylelf M oft humble Servant,
to believe that the Directors can come to fuch a Laurence Dundas,
Refolution: 1 entreat to know from you the Truth T o  the Chairman o f the honourable 
o f this Matter, and that you will be fo kind as to Eajl India Company.

V ol, IV ,
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Letter from Alexander Hume, Efquire, and Sir Abraham Hume, Baronet, to the Court o f Directors o f the
liajl India Company.

•Honourable Sirs, Ships in particular, that we hope, upon Re-confidera-
A S we underftand that you are come to a Refolu- tion, you will order it to be refunded: And as we fur- 

tion not to allow the China Ships to bring Home ther underftand, that a Tender, a t ’ Twenty Guineas a 
any Surplus Tonnage; which muft very materially af- T o n  from China, has been offered, we are willing to 
feft the Intereft of the Owners of the Ships fent out accept o f the Term s propofed in that Tender, 
this Seafon; and as thefe Ships were taken up and fit- y y e ^
ted out at a great Expence, upon the Faith o f Surplus *
Tonnage being fent Home in them, and the Owners Honourable Sirs,
fubmitted to a Deduction in the Freight on that A c-  ̂0U1 very *ll,mble Servants,
count; The carrying this Refolu tion into Effedfc muft London, 1 5 th January A lexander Hume
be attended with fuch Lofs to the Owners o f the large 1773* Abra, Hume.

N °  1 2 .
*

Report o f the jo in t Committee o f  Correfpondence and Shipping.

A t a Joint Committee o f Correfpondence and Shipping be advifed, that a Surplus Quantity o f Pepper remains 
the 27th January 1773. at Bencoclen fufficient for the Tonnage, to difpatch one

o f the Tonal 1 Ships now configned to China to the W elt T H  E  Committee having taken into Confideration Coaft, with a Proportion of the China W are and Raw 
the Application o f  Sir Richard Uotham, Sir Lau- Silk, to fill up, and return Home from thened with 

fence Dundas, and Alexander Hume, Efquire, reprefent- fuch Surplus Pepper.
ing the great Loflcs the Owners o f the Ships Royal And that Orders be fent to Fort Saint George, that 
Captain, Prime, and Princefs Royal, will fuftain by the the laid Prefidency do detain one o f the Ships now 
Orders given to China, refpe&ing the Freight o f the ordered from thence for China, if  fuch Ship can be en v 
Ships Hohnewards; and being gifpofed, in Confidera- ployed on Freight or otherwife, to do it in the mod 
tion o f the reduced China Freights o f Twenty Shillings advantageous Manner for the Company’s Intereft, and 
per T on, to .afford the Owners all the Relief that the afterwards difpatch the fame for China, to be loaden 
Company can confidently grant; are o f Opinion, that. Hom e from thence in t̂he Year 1775. 
the China Council be ordered to freight T w o  o f the And that the China Council be ordered to difpofe o f 
Ships configned to them, on Country Voyages to Port the Tonnage which would have been put oh board the 
Saint George and Bengal, or any other Part of India, on Four above-mentioned Ships, to be laden on the Seven 
fuch Terms as are equal to the Oemorage that (hall Ships which will remain to bedifpatched by them from 
thereby be incurred ; and to be returned to China, arid China for England in the Seafon o f 1773, notwithftand- 
laden from thence for Europe in 1775. ing,the Orders, contained in the Court’s fnftruClions to

T lie  faid Council to be all'o ordered, if they fhall them, dated the 6th Inftant.
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Together with an APPENDIX referred to in the laid Report.

Reported by Mr, A l d e r m a n  H a r l e y  on the 26th Day of April I f  73.
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R E P O R T
F R O M T  H E

C O M M I T T E E  o f  S E C R E C Y

A P P O I N T E D  T O  E N Q U I R E  I N T O

T h e  S T A T E  o f  t h e  E A S T  I N D I A  C O M P A N Y .

The 26th o f  A pril 1 773.

T he Committee o f Secrecy, « appointed to enquire them at the fame Tim e to fubftitute, in the place o f 
f< into the State o f the Eajl India Company; and Mahomed Reza Cawn, a Minifler to tranfaCl the political 
,c for that Purpofe to infpeft the Books and A c- Affairs at the Sircar, and to feleCt for that Purpofe fome 
“  counts o f the faid Company; and to report to Perfon well qualified for the Aifairs o f  Government, and 
“  the Houfe what they find material therein, in o f whofe Attachment to the Company’s Intereft they are 
<c refpefr to the Debts, Credits, and EffeCts, o f the well affured, and to recommend him to the Nabob,
“  Company, as alfo to the Management and prefent ‘ and to fucceed Mahomed Reza Cawn as Minifler o f the 
“ Situation o f the Company’s Affairs, together Government, and Guardian o f  the N abob’s M inority—
“  with their Obfervations thereupon and to make him an Annual Allowance not exceeding

Three Lacks o f Rupees— the Prefident and Council

F I N D I N G  in the Difpatches lately received by took the faid Orders into Confideration, and have re- 
the Court o f  Directors from the Prefident and moved Mahomed Reza Cawn from the Office o f Naib 

Council at Fort William, in Bengal, feveral important Duan for the Province o f  Bengal, and Shitabroy from 
Matters refpeCting the Revenue o f  Bengal and Bahar, the fame Office for the Province o f  Bahar; and iffued, 
which appear to them highly worthy the Attention o f  at the fame T im e, a Proclamation at Moarjhedabad and 
the Houfe in the prefent Junfture, they think it their at Patna, advertiiing the Removal o f  thofe Officers, and 
D uty to report the fame to the Houfe, in Addition to o f the Abolition o f the Office o f  N aib Duan o f the 
the Report they have already made concerning the Reve- Provinces; and they directed the C hief and Council o f 
nues o f thofe Provinces. Revenue at Moarjhedabad, and the C hief and Council at

And lo u r  Committee find, That the Court o f Di- Patna, to take Charge, for the prefent, o f  the Office o f  
reCtors having, by their Letter to the Prefident and Duan o f their relpeCtive Provinces, until a proper Plan 

, Council at Fort William, dated the 28th of Auguft 17 7 1, could be fettled for the Management o f  that important 
Jignified their Determination “  to (land forth as Duan, Bufinefs; and they have appointed Manet Begum, ReliCt 
M and by the Agency o f the Company’s Servants to take of the late Nabob Jaffier Aly Cawn, Guardian o f  the 
“  upon themfelves the entire Care and Management o f  Nabob, and Raja Goorda/s, the Son o f Maharajah 
“  the Revenues” — and having therefore authorized and Nuncomar, Duan o f the N abob’s Houfehold, allowing 
required the Prefident and Council to divert Mahomed to the faid Mance Begum a Salary o f  140,000 Rupees 
Reza Cawn, and every Perfon employed by him, or in per Annum, and to the faid Raja Goorda/s, for himfelf 
Conjunction with him, or afting under his Influence, o f and Officers, 100,000 Rupees per Annum, 
any further Charge or Direction in the Bufinels o f  the And Y our Committee find, T hat the Prefident and 
Collections— and having exprefled their Confidence Council have, in confequence o f the before-mentioned 
that the Prefident and Council, in the Office o f Duan, Orders, made feveral Regulations for the future M a- 
would adopt fuch Regulations, and purfue fuch M ea- nagement o f the Revenues, and o f the Khalfa, or fupe- 
fures, as fhould at once inilire to the Company every rior Office o f R evenue; which Regulations are con- 
poffible Advantage, and free the Ryotts from the O p- rained in an ExcraCt o f the GtAverai Letter from the 
prefnons o f Zemindars and Petty Tyrants, under which Prefident and Council in the Revenue Department, the 
they have been fuffered to remain; and having dire&cd 3d o f November 1772, and in the Confuleations o f the 
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Committee o f Revenue at F<?r/ William o f the 14th and merit, And. we {Hall henfcefortli addrefs you feparatdy 
2.8th o f M ay .17725 and in  the Proceedings o f t lx  upon all M a«*rs which dune under, thefe LfotSls.
Committee o f Circuit o f the 28th o f  July and 20th o f In order to give yo.u a diftind Idea o f this Subject,
A uguft 1772, on forming a Plan for condudling the and to make it the more com plete,'we fliall begin by 
Bufinefs o f the K halfa; which feveral Papers Y our recapitulating the n vft important Meafures that have 
Committee have thought proper to lay before the Hpufe, been lately taken, and o f which you have been in part 
in this Report ; and are as follows; viz. advifed in our former Letters.

In our Letter by the Nottingham., you were informed 
T o  the honourable the Court o f Diredors for o f our Intention o f letting the Lands throughout the 

Affairs o f the honourable the United Com - Provinces in Farm upon long and well-regulated Leafes■ 
pany o f Merchants of England trading to the and .we are happy to reflect that fuch a material and 
Eajl Indies. principal Mode o f  concluding the Collections fhould

coincide fo entirely with your Sentiments and Orders erf 
Honourable Sirs, the Subjed. After the molt ferious and mature De-

In our Addrefs by the Colebrooke, dated 17th April liberations on this Point, we determined, in our Pro- 
laft, we acquainted you with the State o f your Ret ceeciiogs' of the Committee of Revenue o f the 14th May, 
venues in Bengal to that Period, fince which we have to eftablilh a Plan for fettling the feveral D iftrids upon 
doled the Account o f the Neat Settlements and Col- this Footing, and for the future Government o f  your 
ledions for the laft Bengal Year, a Copy o f which we Collections. T his being the conftituuonal Ground 
now transmit a Number in this Packet. From it .you W ork of all our fuBUrqueat Meafures, and o f  the Syftem 
will pleafe to obferve, that the total Receipts, including which we have fince attempted to build upon it; we 
fome Deductions written off to Profit and Lofs in the. have thought it neccffarv, for your more immediate 
Moorfhedabad Treafury, amounted for laft Year to Attention, to tranfmit a Copy o f it as a Number in the 
Sicca Rupees 1,57,26,576. 10. 2. x, fo that the Ba- Packet, with c u r  Reafons at large for adopting the 
lances for that Year are now reduced to Rupees Regulations therein laid down.
12,40,812. 7. 15, a great Part o f which we fhall ftill Before we p roceed farther upon this Subject, it may- 
hope to realize; and we flatter ourfelves, .that this Re- not be improper to prtmiie.fome general Remarks on 

N dudlion o f the Balances, and the comparative View we the State of the Province at this Juncture.
hope you Will take o f  the Bengal Collections for thefe T h e EfFeds o f the dreadful Famine which vifited 
feveral Years paft, with thole o f the laft Year, willfully thefe Provinces in the Year 1770, and raged during the 
fatisfy you as to the favourable Sdccefs we have met whole Cqurfe o f  that Year, have been regularly made 
with in the Collection o f the Revenues. The Moorjhc- known to you by our former Advices, and to the Public 
dabad Books, that will be tranfmitted tp you by the by laboured Defcriptions, in which every Circumftance 
next Ship, completely balanced, will further elucidate o f F ad , and every A rt o f Language have been accu- 
the Statement o f  the laft Year’s Revenue, which we mulated to raife Compaff|pn> and to excite Indignation 
have now the Honour o f  indofing. againlt -your -Servants, whole unhappy L o t it was to be

A t  a M eeting o f your Council o f the 30th o f  Auguft, the WitnefTes and Spedators o f  the Sufferings o f their 
it was unanimoufly relblved to adopt the Plan propofed Fellow Creatures. Flue its Influence on the Revenues 
by our Prefidjent and Members o f ,the Commjttee o f has been yet unnoticed, and even unfelt but by thofe 
Circuit at Coffimbuzar, for removing the Seat o f  the from whom it is collected'; for notwithflanding the Lofs 
Revenue Bufinefs to the Prefidency, and for putting o f  at leaft One Third o f the Inhabitants o f the Pro- 
this important Branch o f  your Affairs urider the imtne- vince, and rhe cortfequent Decrease o f the Cultivation, 
diate Management o f your Governor and C ouncil; in the Net Collodions o f the Year 1771 exceeded even ■ *
confequence o f which we formed ourfelves into a Board thofe o f  1768, as will appear from the following A b - 
o f  Revenue the 13th ultim o; fince that Tim e all Affairs, llfad s o f Accounrs o f the Board o f Revenue at Moor- 
refpeding the Colled  ions, or internal Government o f Jhedalad for the Four laft Years, 
the Provinces, have been confined folely to this Depart-

Bengal Year.

'.175, or 1768," Net Colledions - 1,52,54,856. 9. 4. 3
,  ,  S the Year of Dearth, which was produdive .of the?

,1 7 6 . or ,769, |  in tKc following Year - - j  ‘  . . 3 - .45. H 8
1x77, or 1770 die Year o f the Famine and Mortality - - - 1,40,06,930.. 7. 3. 2
1178 , 01-1771 - 1,57,26,576. 10. 2. T
D ed u d  the Amount o f Deficiencies occa- J

Honed in the Revenue by unavoidable £ 3,92,915. i t .  12. 3 ‘ I>53>33> °* H- 9 • 2
T o  ills ro Government - • J -------- --------- ---------- *
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ft was natufallv to be expeded that the Diminution fled the Country. This T a x, though equally impolitic 
o f the Revenue fhould have kept an equal Pace with in its Inflitution, and oppreflive in the Mode o f exacting 
the other Confeqiieiices o f fo great a Calamity ; that it it, was authorized by the ancient and general Ufage 
did not, was owing to its being violently kept up to its o f  the Country. It had not the Sandion o f Govern* 
former Standard. T o  afeerfain ail the Means by which ment, but took place as a Matter of courfe. In or- 
this was effeded will not be eafy ; it is difficult to trace dinary Cafes, and while the Lands were in a State of 
rite Progrefs o f the Colledions through all its intricate Cultivation, it was fearedy felt, and never or rarely 
.Channels, or even to_ comprehend all the Articles which complained of. However irreconcilable to ftrid 
compofe the Revenue in its firft Operations. One T a x  Juftice, it afforded a Reparation .to the State for occa- 
hovever we will endeavour to deferibe, as it may ferve flonal Deficiencies; it was a Kind of Security again ft 
to account for the Equality which has been preferved Defertion, by making the Inhabitants thus mutually 
in the paft Colledions, and to which it has principally refponfible for each other, and precluded the inferior 
contributed. It is called Najay, and is an Afieffment Colledor from availing him fdf o f the Pretext o f wafte 
upon the adu.il Inhabitants o f every inferior Divifion or deferred Lands, to withhold any Part o f his Col- 
o f  the Lands, to make up for the Lofs luftained in the ledion$. But the fame Pradice, which at another Tim e 
Rem s o f their Neighbours, who are etcher dead or have and under different Circumftances would have been 
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beneficial, became at this period an infupportable Bur- Property, a Part o f the Lands which were before in 
then upon the Inhabitants. The T a x  not being levied our Poffeffion, fuch as Burdwan, Midnctpore, and Chitia- 
by any fixed Rate or Standard, fell heavieft upon the gong, continued fubjed to the Authority o f their Chiefs,
wretched Survivors o f thofc Villages, which had fliffered who were immediately accountable to the Prefidency:_
the greateft Depopulation, and were o f courfe the molt T h e  24 Pergunnahs granted by the Treaty o f Plajfey to 
entitled to the Lenity o f Government. It had alfo this the Company, were theirs on a different Tenure, being 
additional Evil attending it, in common with every other their immediate Property by the Exclufion o f the Ze- 
Variation from the regular Practice, that it afforded ?.ri mindars or hereditary Proprietors their Rents were 
Opportunity to the Farmers and Shicdars to levy other received by Agents appointed to each Pergunnah, and 
Contributions on the People under colour o f it 5 and remitted to the Collector who refided in Calcutta-, the 
even to increafe this to whatever Magnitude they reft o f  the Province was for fome Tim e entrufted tc> 
pleafed, fince they were in courfe the Judges o f the the joint Charge o f the Naib Dewan and Refident o f  
Lofs fuftained, and o f the Proportion which the Inha- the Durbar, and afterwards to the Council o f  Revenue 
bitants were to pay to replace it. at Moorjhedabad, and to the Supervifors, who were

Complaints againft this Grievance were univerfal accountable to that Council. T h e  Adminiftration ic- 
throughout the Province ; and it was to be feared, that felf was totally excluded from a Concern in this Branch 
the Continuance o f it would be lb great a Check to the o f  the Revenue. *
Tnduftry o f the People, as to impoveriih the Revenue T h e  internal Arrangement o f each Diftricl varied no 
in the laft Degree, when their former Savings by which lefs than that o f the whole Province. T he Lands fub- 
ir was fupported were gone. je d  to the fame C o llators, and intermixed with each

Though Seven Years had elapfed fince the Company other, were lome held by Farm, lbme iuperinrended by 
became poffcffcd o f the Dewanny, yet no regular Pro- Shicdars or Agents on the Part o f  the Collector, and 
cefs had ever been formed for conducing the Bufinefs fome left to the Zemindars or Talookdars themfelves, 
o f the Revenue. Every Zemindaree and every T alook under various Degrees o f Contrcul. T h e  Kirft were 
was left to its own particular Cuftoms. Thefe indeed racked without Mercy, becaufe the Leafes were but o f 
were not inviolably adhered to, the N ovelty o f the Bu- a Year’s Standing, and the Farmer .had no Intereft or 
finefs to thole who were appointed to fuperintend it, Check to reftrain him from exacting more than the 
the Chicanery o f the People whom they were obliged Land could bear; the Second were equally drained and 
to employ as their Agents, the accidental Exigencies o f  the Rents embezzled, as it was not po.Tible for the 
each D iftrid, and not unfrequently the juft Dilcernment Colledor, with the greateft Degree o f Attention on his 
o f the Colledor, occafioned many Changes. E very Part, to deted or prevent i t ; the latter, it may be fup- 
Change added to the Confufion, which involved the poled, were not exempted from the general Corruption; 
whole, and few were either authorized or known by if  they were, the ocher Lands which lay near them 
the prefiding Members o f  the Government. T h e  A r- would fuffer by the Migration o f their Inhabitants,

„ 5*cles which compofed the Revenue, the Form o f  keep- who would naturally feek Refuge from Oppreffion in a
ing Accounts, the Computation o f  Tim e, even the milder and more equitable Government, 
technical Terms, which ever form the greateft Part o f T he Adminiftration o f Juftice has lb intirm teaCon- 
tne Obfcumy o f every Science, differed as much as the nettion with the Revenue, that we cannot omit die 
Soil and Productions of the Province. This Confufion Mention o f  it, while we are treating of this Subject in 
had its Origin in the Nature of the former Government, a, general View, although we have already given our 
T h e Nazims exacted what they could from the Zem in- Sentiments upon it at large in another Place, to which 
dars and great Farmers o f the Revenue, whom they we (hall crave leave to refer..
left at Liberty to plunder all below, referving to them- T h e Security o f  private Property is the greateft En- 
felves the Prerogative or plundering them in their couragernenc to Induftry, on which the W ealth o f  every 
Turn, when they were fuppoffid to have enriched them- State depends. T h e  Limitations o f the Powers an- 
felves with the Spoils o f the Country. The Mutteled- nexed to the Magiftracy, the Suppreflion o f every Ufur- 
dees, who flood between the Nazem and the Zemindars, pacion o f them by private Authority, and the facilitat­
or between them and the People, had each their re- ing o f the Accel's to Juftice, were the only Means by 
fpedive Shares of the public Wealth. Thefe Profits which fuch a Security could be obtained: But this was 
were confidered as illegal Embezzlements, and therefore irnpoflible under the Circumftances which had hitherto 
were taken with every Caution which could iniure Se- prevailed. W hile the Nizamut and the Dewannee were 
crecy ; and being coniequently fixed by no Rule, de- in different Hands, and all the R ights o f the former 
pended on the I emper, Abilities, or Power o f each were admitted, the Courts of Juftice, which were the 
Individual for the Amount. 1c therefore became a folje Province o f the Nazim , though conftituted for the 
Lmcy in every Man to take me moft effeduai Meafures general R elief o f the Subjeds, could, receive no Refor- 
to conceal the Value of his Property, and elude every mation. T h e  Court and Officers o f the Nizam ut were 
itnquiry into his C o n d u fl; wnile the Zemindars, and continued, but their Efficacy was deftroyed by* the 
other Landholders who had the Advantage of long ruling Influence o f the Dewannee. T h e  regular Courfe 
PaafTefllons, availed themfelves of it by complex D iv i- o f Juftice was every where fufpended; but every Man 
lions o f the Lands, and intricate Modes of Colledion, to exercifed it, who had the Power of compellim' others 
perplex the Officers o f the Government, and confine the to fbbmit to his Decilions. T h e  People were oppreffed,
Knowledge of the Rents to themfelves. It will be they were difeouraged, and difibled from improving the 
eafily imagined, that much o f  the current Wealth flop- Culture of their Lands j and in proportion as they had 
ped in its way to die public Lreafury. It is rather the Demands o f Individuals to gratify, they were pre­
fer eign from the Purpofe o f this Expofition, but too vented from difeharging what was legally due to Go- 
appolke not to be remarked; that it was fortunate fuch vernment.
a Syftem did prevail, fince the Embezzlements which Such was the State o f the Revenue when your Com- 
it covered preserved the current Specie o f the Country, mands were received by the lapw in?,. and happily 
and returned it into Circulation, while a great Parc o f removed the Difficulties which had hitherto oppofed the 
the Wealth received by the Government was expended Inrrodutfion o f  a more perfed: Syftem, by abolifhinr 
f  £j e Country, and bur. a final! Superfluity remained the Office o f N aib Duan, and authorizing your A d- 
for Remittances to the Court of Delhee, where it was miniftration to affume openly the Management o f  the 
loft for ever to this Province. Dewannee in your Nam e, without any foreign Inter-

l o  the original B eteds inherent in the Conftitution vention. 
o f thefe Provinces, were added the unequal and un- In the Execution o f  thefe your Intentions, the Points 
icttied Government of them. Since they became our which claimed our principal Attention, as will appear 

Vo1" lV ' ' 4 -H by

■ . • * r  ■ V  «



' '/r\ ' ; §§

||| ■ <SL
. ' - , * P*m£jffl0 .v 1'- y» ' 'V • ■ . • ',•!£ 4  ,,. ,'>»/! (I  ̂ V;

302 1773. SIXTH REPORT from the Committee of Secrecy
by the above Defcription, were, to render the Accounts nanas or Leafes, in which the Claims upon the Ryotts 
o f  the Revenue funple and intelligible, to eftablifh fixed were precifely and diflin<£tly afcercained, and the Farm- 
Rules for the Colledions, to make the Mode o f  them ers reftrided from making any further Demands under 
uniform in all Parts o f the Province, and to provide the fevercft Penalties. T o  this End, and to prevent 
for an equal Adminiftration o f Juftice. In the Steps the Farmers from eluding this Reftridion, they were 
which we have already taken, we have laboured to at- ordered to grant new Pottahs or Deeds to the Ryotts, 
tain thefe E n d s; with what Succefs will be feen here- the Form o f  which was drawn out by the Committee, 
after> and made public, fpecifying the Conditions on which

T h e  Regulations which we have before mentioned they were to hold their Land, the feparate Heads or 
being completed, and the Committee o f Circuit ap- Articles o f the Rents ; and every Encouragement was 
pointed, confifting (as we mentioned in our laft) o f contained in them to cultivate the W afle Ground, on a 
the Governor, Meffieurs Middleton, Dacres, Lawreil, moderate and increafing Rent.
and Graham; we publifhed our Intention o f farming all Another principal O bjed  with the Committee was to 
the Lands of the Province o f Bengal in Leafes o f Five reduce the Charges of Colle&ion as low as poffible, from 
Years, and invited all Perfons to make Propofals. a Convidion that the Retrenchment o f improper and

T h e  Committee firft proceeded to Ki/kenagur, and unneceflary Expences opens a Source o f Increafe o f 
there entered on the Settlement o f the D iftrid  o f Nud- Revenue, the mod eligible, becaufc the m o l confiftent 
dea. T h e  Propofals which were there delivered to with the Eafe of. the Inhabitants. For this Purpofe we 
them, were expreffed in fo vague and uncertain a Man- have formed an uniform and regular Eftablifhment for 
ner, and differed fo widely from each other in Form, all the neceffary Charges to be incurred in the Cutcher- 
that it was impoffible to make a Comparifon, or to af- ries o f the feveral Diftrids, under pofitive Reftridions 
certain the proportional Amount o f  each; and the few that they fhall not be exceeded without our being pre- 
only that were intelligible, contained very low and tfif- vioufly advifed. This we doubt not will prove a great 
advantageous Terms. T he Committee were therefore Saving to the honourable Company, as it will be the 
o f  Opinion, T hat thofe Offers fhould be rejeded, and effectual Means of preventing in future all fuperfluous 
that the Lands fhould be put up at public A ud ion , and unneceflary Difburfemcnts; and we think we may 
though contrary to the original Intention. T o  remove venture to promife, that this Article will be duly at- 
all Obftacles that might prefent thernfelves, from an tended to, as it will be almoft the only Care o f the A u - 
Uncertainty in the Bidders, with refped to the more ditor to prevent every Deviation from it in the Accounts 
minute Articles o f  the Colledions, and the Grounds on which are to pafs his Infpedion.
which the Settlement was to be eftablifhed between the After thefe previous Steps were refolved on, the 
Farmer and Cultivator, the Committee found it indil- Lands o f Kijhenagur were put up to public Audion, and 
penfably neceffary, before the Sale began, to form art a final Settlement was made for Five Years on an ac- 
entirc new Huftabood, or Explanation o f the diverfe cumulating Increafe; for the Particulars o f which we 
and complex Articles which were to compofe the Col- muft beg leave to refer you to the Proceedings o f the 
ledions. Thefe confifted o f the Affall or original Committee, which are now tranfmitced.
Ground Rent, and a Variety o f Taxes called Aboabs, During the Courfe o f the Sale at Kijhenagur, the Ra- 
which had been indifcriminately levied at different Pe- jah o f  that Place gave in Propofals for farming the 
riods by the Government, the Zemindars, Farmers, and whole D iftrid, which leads us to the following general 
even by the ’inferior Collectors; one o f  thefe Aboabs Obfervations on the Subjed o f Zemindars and T alook- 
we have explained above, many o f them are incapable dars, in the Province o f Bengal.
o f any Explanation. W here it can be done with Propriety, the encrufting

After the Committee had made a thorough InveftiA the Collections o f the D iftrids to the hereditary Z e- 
gation o f  the above Articles o f the Revenue, they pro- mindars, would be a Meafure we fhould be very will- 
pofed to deduCt fuch as appeared moft oppreffive to the ing to adopt, as we believe that the People would be 
Inhabitants, or o f a late Eftabliihm ent; at the fame treated with more Tendernefs, the Rents more improved, 
time referving thofe which were of long Standing, and the Cultivation more likely to be encouraged; the 
and had been chearfully fubmitted to by the Ryotts, Zemindar lefs liable to Failure or Deficiencies than the 
thefe being in faCt a confiderable Part o f the Nett Farmer, from the perpetual. Intereft which the former 
Rents. Am ong the former were the Dudes arbitrarily inath in the Country, and becaufe his Inheritance cannot 
levied by the Zemindars and Farmers upon all Goods be removed ; and it-would be improbable he would rifle - 
and Neceffaries o f Life palling by W ater through the the Lois o f it by eloping from his D iftrid, which is too 
interior Part o f  the Country. T h e  Razee Jumma, or frequently pradifed by a Farmer, when he is hard 
Fines for petty Crimes and Mifdemeanors, were alfo, preffed for the Payment o f his Balances, and as fre- 
agreeably to the humane and equitable Spirit o f  your quently pre-determined when he receives his Farm.
Orders, totally abolifhed, as well as the Haldarry, or W ith refped so the Talookdarrys and inconfidbr- 
T a x  upon Marriage, which yielded a trifling Revenue able Zemindarrys, which formed a Part o f the Iiuz- #
to Government, was very injurious to the State, and zon Zelahs, or D iftrids which paid their Rents imme- 
could tend only to the Dilcouragement and Decreafe o f diately to the general Cutcherry at Moorjhcdabad, as 
Population, an O b]ed at all Tim es o f general lmpor- well as many others o f  the fame kind in different Parts 
tance, but 'more efpecially at this Period, from, the great o f  Bengal, all Arguments have been weighed, whether 
L ofs o f Inhabitants which the Country has fuftained by in Favour o f the juft Claim Government has upon their 
the late Famine, and the Mortality which attended it. Lands for a Revenue adequate to their real Value, or 
-Thefe feveral Dedudions in favour o f the Natives, al- o f  the Zemindars and Talookdars in Support of their 
though the immediate Caufe o f decreafing the Rent Rights and Privileges, grounded upon the Poffeffioh 
R oll, will doubtlefs, in time, be produdive of the o f regular Grants, a long Series of Family S uctteliion, 
mod falutary E ffeds, as they tend to encourage the and fair Purchafe. Thefe being duly confidered, there 
Manufacturers and Trade o f the Country, to retrieve occurred to us only the T w o  following Modes, which 
the Lofs o f Inhabitants, to free the People from vexa- could be purfued in making their Settlement. Lhe fir ft  
tious Profecutions, and, by promoting the general Eafe was, to let their Lands to farm ; to put the Renters in 
o f the Country, virtually to fupport and improve its entire Poffeffion and Authority over them, obliging 
Revenue. them to pay each Zemindar or Talookdar a certain

In order to fecure the Inhabitants In the quiet Poffef- Allowance or per Centage for the Subfsftence of him- . 
fion o f  the Lands, whilft they hold them on Term s of fe lf and Family : T h e  Second was to fettle with the 
Cultivation, and to prevent fuch Exadions as afore- Zemindars thernfelves, on the Footing of Farmers., 
mentioned in future, the Committee formed new Amul- obliging them firft to enter into all the Conditions of 
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a Farm ers L eafe; Secondly, T o  pay the fame Re- the Collector in the Superintendancy o f the Revenues# 
venue that could be expected from Farmers} Thirdly, conformably to our ellablifned Regulations before re- 
to give refponfibie Securities; and Fourthly, T o  admit ferred to, and Inftru&ions were accordingly given him 
a Referve in favour o f Government/ for making, dur- for his Guidance. °
ing the Courfe of their actual Leafe, an exadt H ulls- W e have been thus explicit in relating the Tranfac- 

. bood (Valuation from Accounts) or a Meafurement o f  tions o f Kijhenagur, both as thefe will ferve to point out 
their Poftefiions, ir. order to afeertain their true Value the various EfFefts o f our previous Determinations, ip 
at a future Settlement, fhould the prefent Accounts be well as the M otives which gave Qccafion to thofe which 
found to be fallacious, or Concealments fufpe&ed. W e were fuperaqded by the Committee, from local or 
nave allowed a Degree o f W eight to the Arguments o f general Obfervations } and to convey an Idea o f the k  
the Zemindars and Talookdars in favour o f  their Plea Plan, on which the Settlement o f the whole JPfovince *  
o f  R ight; which, by adopting the Firft Mode o f Settle- will be formed, o f which that o f  Kijhenagur may bp 
ment, would aoubdefs be expofed to R ifk ; for as the regarded as the Modei.
Authority given to the Farmers would reduce the pre- "The Province o f  Radjbaby. and the H uzzoor Zelahs, 
lent Incumbents to the Level of mere Penfioners, and were taken next into Confederation, and the fame Re- 
greatly weaken their Claims as Proprietors, fo in  the gulations eftablifhed, previous to their Settlement, as at 
Courfe o f a few long Leafes, their Rights and T ides Kijhenagur; public Advertifements being made for re- 
might, from the Defigns o f the Farmers to eftabbfh ceiving Propofals for the farming the different Pergun- 
themielves in their Eftates, the Death of the old In- nahs in Radjhahy, and a proper T im e limited for their 
heritors, and the Succefiion of Minors, be involved in Delivery. T h e  Temps given in for the whole o f  the 
fuch Obfcurity, Doubt, and Controverfy, as to deprive Weflern Divifion were examined, and the Offers o f  the 
them totally o f their Inheritance. To expofe the* Z e -  Farmers and Zemindar accurately compared. Thofe 
mindars and I  alookdars to this Rifk, is neither confift- of the latter were found more advantageous to Govern- 
ent with our Notions o f  Equity, nor with your Orders, ment: A  Settlement for Five Years was accordingly 
which diredl, £‘  that we do not by any fudden Change concluded with the Runny Bowanny, the Zemindar 
“  alter Conflitution, nor deprive the Zemindars, o f that Diftria:, .whole Subftance, Credit, and Cha- 

& c. o f their ancient Privileges and Immunities.’ ' rafter, rendered the Conditions o f her Offer the more 
Another Argument, drawn from the Conduffc naturally definable, efpecially as fhe confented to the Com - 
to be expected from the Zemindars and i  alookdars, mittee’s Plan o f fubdividing the Lands into Fourteen 
weighed ftrongly with us, and proves an Objection t<? Lots, or Farms, and engaged tp depofft the Farmers*" 
adopting tne Firft M ode. From a long Continuance Qabooleats or Agreements, as a collateral Security with 
o f  the Lands in their Families, it is to be concluded, her own, for the punftual Payment o f  her Rents. N o  
they have w e tte d  an Authority in the D iftrid , acquired other Propofals being given in for the Eaftcrn Divifion 
an Afcendancy over the Minds o f the Ryotrs, and in- o f Radjbahy \ it; was in like Manner farmed to the 
gratiated their Affections. From Caufes like thefe, i f  Zemindar, whofe Knowledge of, and long eftablifhed 
entiie Deprivation were to take place, there could not Reputation in, the Country, enabled her to make more 
be expected lefs material Effefts than all the tivils o f advantageous Offers, for this alfo, than any other Per- 
a divided Authority, Prejudice to the Revenue, and foil; and we doubt not but w e‘ ihall realize the whole 
Deiertion and Defolation to the Lands. Whereas, from of the Revenue from theie important and extpnfivc 
continuing the Lands under the Management o f thofe Diftri&s, which will receive an additional Advantage, 
who have a natural and perpetual Intereft in their (jefides a Reduction o f the Expence o f  the Colie&ions’

, Profperity, piovided their Value is not o f  too great in being thus united under their hereditary and ancient
an Am ount, folid Advantages may be expected to ac- Proprietor.
cru e; every Confideration then fways us, where it can T h e  H uzzoor Zelahs, and the inferior Zemindarries 
be done with the Profped o f the Advantage before- and Taloookdarnes, bordering on Moorfoedabad And Rad- 
mentioned, to aaopt the Second M ode im fettling with fbaby, were alfo lcttled on the fame Plan, a Preference 
the inferior Zemindars and Talookdars. Firft, an equi- being always given to the Offers o f the hereditary Pof- 
valent Revenue may be thereby obtained, with Security leffors, as before obferved. But as it would take up 
for its pupftuol Paym ent; Secondly, the converting too much o f your T im e to defeend to a.minute Detail 
them into farm ers, eftabhfhes the (government’,s R ight p f thefe numerous Settlements, we muff: rake the Liberty
o. putting their Lands on that Footing, whenever they of referring you to the Proceedings o f  the Comm ittee 
fl'.ai think proper, the Aw e of which mult conftantly p f Circuit.; Y o u  will therein notice, that we have 
operate toenfure their good Behaviour and good M a- appointed' F ive additional Colledors to fuperintend the 
nagem ent; T h iid ly , the Claulc of Scrutipy, co which Revenue o f thofe : Ic was with lome Reluc-
they are Subjected, will alfo have the fame Tendency, tancc, we found ourfelves under the Neceffity o f  in- 
at tne fame T im e that it may be; ftf,icily put in force creafing the Number o f thefe Appointm ents; they were 
where there is Caufe to fufped Concealments, or a Pro* rendered unavoidable, by the Intricacy o f thole Parts 
fpebt prefer.ts o f  Jncreafe to the Revenue. p f the H uzzoor Zelahs, which have been thus diftri-

Agreeable to thefe Ideas, the Committee at Kijhenq- buted amongft them f but we hope that the Liberty 
gu> exempted tne icveial T.alooks in that Difiridb from which we have-given to the Farmers, who may be jo 
the public Sale, as the Poffeflbrs engaged to abide by difpofed, to pay their Rents immediately to the Sudder, 
fuch a Settlement, as fhould be deemed equivalent and or Head Cutcherry, will iq T im e enable us to reduce 
ju f t ; and an exait Valuation was accordingly made o f  thofe Eftahlilhments^.
their Lands.^ Ir. was however found, that the Term s of- In the Intervals o f public Bufinefs, the Committee
fered by the ^ fffundarqfKijhpiagyr,n before-mentioned, were employed in deliberating on the Steps referred to 
were not equivalent to the Expectations the Committee them, which were proper to be taken for carrying into 
had Reafon to entertain frojn the public Au&ion o f the Execution your late. Orders by t h e Lapwing, where 
leparate barms, and the Faith o f Government having you declare your Intention o f “  (landing forth as 
been already engaged to fuch Farmers, whofe Offers « Dewap, by the Agency o f  the Company^ Servants 
had been formerly accepted : For theie Reafons, joined “  to affume the entire Management o f the Revenues,”
with t.ie well known iubtle and faithlefs Character o f leaving it to us to plan and execute this important
the Zemindar, u was determined to reject his Propofals, W ork, “  by adopting fuch Regulations, and purfuin* 
and to give the Preference to the Offers o f the Farmers, */ fuch Mcafures, as fhould at once inlure to the Com * 
which were more advantageous to Government, “  puny every poffible. Advantage.”

1 he Settlement o f Kijhenagur heing concluded, a fixed T he Firft Confideration was, Whether the Board o f 
Dewan was chofen by the Committee, to be joined with Revenue at Mocrjbedabad fhould be abplifhed, and the 
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504 1773. SIXTH  REPORT from the Committee of Secrecy
Bufinefs o f the Collections, in all its Branches, put Expence and Inconvenience which ever attends Inrto- 
under the Management o f the Members o f your Adm i- vadons o f  all Kinds, on their firft Inftitution. 
niilration at the’ Prefidency ; and after allowing 1 due A s the Reafons for the Removal o f the Khalfa are 
W eigh t to every Argument that occurred, we agreed treated on very largely in the Proceedings o f the Com- 
unanimouily with the Committee, in the Necefiity o f  mittee o f  Circuit o f 28th July, and contain many 
this laft Meafure, which has accordingly been fince Obfervations on the Nature o f the Revenue in general, 
carried into Execution ; we take the Liberty o f laying which are too voluminous to be inferted in the Body o f 
before you the Grounds upon which we have ventured this Letter; we wilh to recommend thefe to your par- 
to make this Alteration, in the flattering Hopes that it ticular Attention.

|  will meet with your Approval. T h e  Plan which we have formed for' conducting the
A s tfic Adminiftration o f Juftice, and the Collection Bufinefs o f the Khalfa, or fuperior Office o f the Collec- 

o f  the Revenue, are by far the molt important ObjeCts tions, will go a Num ber in the Packet, 
o f  Government, they certainly claim the firft Atten- T h e  more regular Adminiftration o f Juftice was alfo 
tion o f  your Prefident and C o u n cil; efpecially at a Tim e deliberated on by the Committee o f  Circuit, and a Plan 
when fo many weighty Matters, intimately connected was formed by them, which afterwards met with our 
with them, are entrufted by you to our Inveftigation Approbation. W e  cannot give you a better Idea o f the 
and Judgment, and when the State o f  the Country Grounds on which this was framed, than by referring 
requires timely, well digefted, and fpirited Meafures., you to a Copy o f  it, together with a Letter from the 
W hile the controuling and executive Pact o f the Re- Committee to the Board on the Occafion; both o f which 
venue, and the Correfpondence with the Collectors, was make Numbers in this Packet, and we earneftly recom- 
cafried on by a Council at Moorjhedabad, the Members mend them to your P erufal; requefting to be afiifted 
o f your Adminiftration had notan Opportunity o f  ac- with’ fuch further Orders and InftruCtions thereon, as 
quiring that thorough and comprehenfive Knowledge o f  they may require, for completing the Syftem which we 
the Revenue, which can only refalt from practical have thus endeavoured to eltablifh on the moft equit- 
Experience; but as your late Orders tend to eftablifh a able, folid, and permanent Footing. W e  hope they 
new Syftem, enjoin many new Regulations and E n- will be read with that Indulgence, which, we are humbly 
quiries, which could not properly be delegated to a o f Opinion, is due to a W ork o f this Kind, undertaken 
fobordinate Council, it became abfolutely neceffary, on the plaih Principles o f Experience and common 
that the Bufinefs o f the Revenue Ihould be conduced Obfervation, without the Advantages, which an inti- 
under our immediate Obfervation and Direction. mate Knowledge o f the Theory o f Law might have

T his Change, we truft, will afford great R elief to afforded us. W e  have endeavoured to adapt our R e- 
the Inhabitants o f  the Provinces, in opening to them a gulations to the Manners and Underftandings o f the 
more ready Accefs to Juftice, infomuch that Appeals People, and Exigencies o f the Country, adhering as 
from the Decifions o f the inferior Courts may now be clofely as we were able to their ancient Ufages and Infti- 
made direCtly to the Prefidency, whereas formerly they unions: It will be ftill a W ork o f  fome Months, we fear, 
were firft tranlmitted to the Council at Moorjhedabad, and before they can be thoroughly eftabliihed throughout the 
from thence an Appeal lay to us. Provinces; but We ffiall think our Labours amply recom-

A nothergood Confequence will be the great Increafe penfed, if  they meet with your Approbation, and are 
o f  Inhabitants, and o f W ealth, in Calcutta, which will productive o f the good EffeCts we had in View, 
ivot only add to the Confumption o f  our moft valuable O ur Prefident returned to Calcutta about the Middle 
Manufactures imported from Home, but will be the o f September; M r. Middleton remained at Moorjhedabad 
Means o f  conveying to the Natives a more intimate to take Charge o f  his Appointments ; and the other 
Knowledge o f our Cuftoms and Manners, and o f  con- Three Members o f the Committee o f  Circuit proceeded 
ciliating them to our Policy and Government. to Dacca, where they are now employed in making the

Befides the Reafons above urged for the Diffolution Settlement o f  that Province and the adjacent Diftri&s, 
o f  the Council of  Moorjhedabad, we muft beg leave after which they will continue their T our to the remain- 
to add this further Argument, in R eply to the Objec- ing Divifions on the Eaftern Side o f Bengal; and we 

1 tion which may poffibly be made to it, as repugnant hope to tranfmit the. further Particulars o f their Pro­
to your Commands o f the 30th June 1769. W e now ceedings, by one o f the Ships o f  this Seafon, together 
conceive them, however, to be fuperfeded by your later with a complete Statement o f  your Revenue for the 
Ohters, and the diferetionary Powers you have given following Five Years.
us in your Letter by the Lapwing. NeverAelefs we Befides the general Plan before-mentioned for regu- 
fhould have thought ourfelves indifpenfably bound to lating the new Syftem o f  conducting the Revenues, and 
have adhered to the Spirit o f them, fo far as they the feveral other Points therein referred to, die Com- 
could be made to coincide with the new Syftem o f  mittee o f Revenue at the Prefidency, compofed o f  the 
the Dcwantiy, bui we found them totally fubverted remaining Members o f your Council, Were employed in 
by it. J - preparing the Settlements o f the DiftriCts o f Houghly,

W hile Moorjhedabad remained the Seat o f your Col- Midnapore, Becrbhoom, Jeffort, and the Calcutta Lands; 
leClions, every Confideration required the Eftabliflimenc thefe, together with the DiftriCls allotted to the Com- 
o f a Council to fuperintend them, as it was a Truft mittee o f  Circuit, complete the whole o f Bengal, ex- 
every way too great for an Individual. On thefe cepting Burdwan, where the Lands are already let in 
Grounds alone, we prefume, your Orders for forming Farm on Leafes o f  Five Years, which do not expire till 
fuch Councils at MoorJJjedabad and Patna were framed; the End o f the Bengal Y ear 1x82.

' but when the Office o f Naib Duan was abolifhed, In confequence o f the public Advertifcments for 
and you had declared your Refolution to place the making the Settlement o f Houghly, a Number o f Pro- 
ColleCtions under the - immediate Charge o f your own pofals for farming the Lands were delivered in, arid 
Servants, there remained no Reafon for continuing after an exaCt Scrutiny was made into them, thofe which 
that Department o f the Revenue at fuch a Diftance appeared to be the moft advantageous to Government 
from the Obfervation o f your Governor and Council, were accepted. It was originally intended to have let 
and the Removal o f  the Collections to the Prefidency; them in Imall Farms, but the Offers for larger Lots 

“ as it left us no Bufinefs for an inferior Council, o f  being much higher than the others, we were tempted to 
courfe rendered their Continuance, and the Charges at- prefer them: There were likewile many Talookdarries 
tending fuch an Eftablilhment, needlefs. W e will indulge and petty Zemindarries in this DiftriCt, the Poffiiflors 
ourfelves therefore with another H ope, that an annual o f  which reprefented to us the Length o f T im e they 
Saving o f  fome Lacks o f Rupees, will be derived from had held their Lands, and the wretched Condition 
this Alteration, although w t arc well aware o f  the they would b* reduced to, were thev now to be de-

’ prived
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prived of them, as they engaged to pay to Government to the Annual Income o f it; this Proportion commonly 
an increafed Rent in proportion to their V alu e; we amounted to One-tenth: W e would not recommend 
were induced by the fame Motives as aftuated the Com - fo large an Allowance for thefe People; we are per­
mittee o f Circuit in fimilar Inftances, to continue to loaded that they will be contented with a much more 
them their hereditary Poffeffions. In one or two o f  moderate Income, and receive it with Gratitude. As 
the Pergunnahs fome Deductions were found neccflary this Indulgence has been extended to all the other Z e ­
ro be made, on Account o f the particular Degree in midars in both the Provinces, fince they were placed 
which they had fuffered by the late Famine : but a fa- under your Government, we have judged that this Re­
v o ca b le  Increafe being added to the other Purgunnahs, preientation of the Cafe o f thofe who alone halve been 
we have Reafon to be fatisfied with the good Succefs excluded from it would not be unacceptable to you.
■ which has attended the Settlement o f Houghly and its A s the Settlement o f the Province of Babar had been 
Dependancies. made for a T erm  o f Years, and therefore did not re-

T h e  Settlement of Beerbboom, Bijfenpoor, and Pacbeat, quire any immediate Alteration, we {ball wait to finifh 
has alfo been effefted upon an increafing Revenue, on the whole o f  our Regulations in Bengal before we at- 
a Plan fimilar to the other farmed Lands. tempt any Innovations in that Province. 1 he only

T h e  Diflrii-ls tfjejjfare and Mah' tned Shahy are fettled Point on which we think we can give you any previous 
on Term s advantageous to Government, as appears by Intimation o f our future Proceedings in thofe Parts, is, 
xhe Accounts delivered in by Mr. Lane* a Member o f  that we deem it proper to unite the ColEftions with 
our Board, who was deputed to accomplifh that Bufi- thofe o f Bengal, and eftabldh the fame Regulations in 
ncfs ; and a full Reprefentaiion o f his Proceedings is both Provinces, as foon as we can do it with Conveni- 
recorded in our Consultation or the ioth Auguft. ency, and without adding to our prelent Embarraff-

By the Proceedings it appears, chat the Calcutta ments. '
Lands have been completely farmed ; but as fome o f  W e are, with great R dpeft,
the Farmers have flown o ff from their Engagements, Honourable Sirs,
and abfconded, and the Execution of the Title Deeds Y our moil faithful humble Servants,
„ith  the reft is delayed, we have hitherto been pre- p  m u  (Signed)
vented from finally atjjuftiog this Bufinefs j we Stall d N cvt.rabcr 1772. R ‘ Barker,
therefore defer tranfmittmg a further Statement of thefe *■’ ^  *
Lands till the next Ship, as well as that o f Midnap ore, tfbmas Lane,
the Settlement o f which is now in-great Forwardnefs. R i f  Barwell,

In purfuance o f your pofitive Injunctions, we haye James Harris, *
been endeavouring for lbme Tim e paft to col left the j£  QC!0̂ win% ’
fulieft Information concerning the Salt Bufinefs in Ben-
gal, that we may he enabled to form fuch Regain- p  William, the 14th May 177a.
tions as lhall appear the belt calculated for lecunog
the Duties of Government upon that Article, and for A t  a Committee* o f Revenue; P R E S E N T ,  
the eeneral Benefit of the T rad e; for our Proceedings* , ,  , ,
in thefe Matters, fo far as we have hi therm been able To T h '  honourable \
effeft, we refer you to the Confultations now tranf- / m»z / .a ,
mitted, and particularly to that o f the 7 th O ctober; and * 1? ‘ "aej>
as this Subjeft is one o f the fir ft that will fall h: \ J j  n l  L»n
under our Confideration, we expeft in our next A d - LOC ’ S EfquireS.
vices to furnifh you with a complete State of it. £aMf ,S j  ar™ h

T he Houzbly difputed Balances o f  Salt, which have jatnea Mu>re t,
been a Matter o f  Contention and Difficulty for thefe ■ - y r00 Wl}!>
T w o  Years pall, we have at length happily adjufted, n ra am>
as recorded in our Proceedings o f the 1 ft Oftober. _ . , : 1 n r  c *1 u

T he Buklhbunder, or Cuffotm  o f Houghly, as well * s  ^ ea d  and approved .he Proceedings o f  the rath
thofe o f the Pachetra at Moorjhedabad, have not been let In« ant* _ .

farm, bur continue to be collected by the Officers I j  *>« already been refolved J in Confultat.on o f  the 
of Government, in order that no Obltacles may occur -6th. ultimo, to let the Lands o f the Province m Farm, 
in new modelling this Source of your Revenue, agree- »»d f «  lo ®  L 'a fe , .  and tins Refohmon has been com . 
ably to your Inftruftions: A t  prefent we wait for A d- mumcated to the Court o f  D ueflors m the laft General 
vices and further Lights from the Committee o f Circuit L etter: Thrs, therefore, berng the Ground W o rk ot our 
at Dacia, concerning the Shawbunder or Head Cotton, Dchberauons on the general Meafures which are to be 
H oule in .hat D it t & l ,  being fornilhed with thefe, we for the future Settlemmc o the Col e t W ,  ,c
Ihall proceed to form one general and uniform Plan may not be improper in this a ia.i to allign the 1 ea ons
for the Collection of Duties, which will be duly tranf- « * « *  have induced us to form J.e e Reft, uoons.
mitred for vour Info,mat,on. . There »  no Doubt that the Mode o f  ettmg the Lands

T h e  humane Attention Ihewn in your Commands o f  >" Farm is in every refpeft the ffloft eligible . It is the
the noth June ,769, and recommended in many o f your « «  *■ »!>•«. w d  therefore the beft adapted to a G o- 
L etters fince that Date, to the Rights o f the Zemindars, veroment co n ta cted  like that o f the Company which 
who have inherited Lands from their Anccftors, en- cannot enter into the Detail and Mmunm-of the C o - 

. courages us to folicit your Companion for the ancient WMpn* Any Mode o f Agency, by which the Rents 
Proprietors of the Twenty-four Pergunnahs, or Calcutta might be received, is liable to Uncertainty, to perplexed 
Lands, which became the Company’s Zemidarry by the and inextricable Accounts, to an In i.uty 01 itt -  >a-
T reaty o f  Plajfy, and from which they were confcquent- lances, and to Em bezzlem ents. m a word, both the 
ly difpoffeffed. ■ A  final! Part o f  thefe Lands were be- lntercft o f the State, and the 1 roperty o f the People^ 
lore ih atT im c united with the Zemindarries of B urium  ■ »<*.«* «  the Mercy ot the A gen ts, nor .,  it an O bjeft 
and N adi,a, whole Zemidars are amply provided for: of trivial Conhderat.cn, that the Butmefs of the her-
T h e  other Zemidars and Talundars have continued vice already 10 great, th «  much o , 1. .s unavoidably 
fince that Tim e in a State o f extreme Indigence, lbme neglefted, would be thereby rendered lu voluminous,

o f  them have large Families to maintain. It has been ,  Commince of the whole Baud of Cooneil, and .heir
the utual Rule of the M ogul Government, when any Z c - D„ „ mio„ ion
midar was diverted o f Authority, to allow him a Sub-  ̂ Tne Refolution alluded to does not appear on the Confutation 
llance out o f the Rents o f his Zemidarry, proportioned of |6  of April.
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306 1773. SIX TH  R EPO R T from the Committee Secrecy
and die Attention o f the Board fo divided, that nothing T he Difcouragements which the Tenants fee! fro rl 
would be duly attended to ; the current Affairs would being transferred every Year to new Landlords are A 
fall into irrecoverable Arrears, the Refolutions upon great Objettion to fuch Ihort Leafes— 'They contribute 
them be precipitate and defultory, the Authority o f  the to injure the Cultivation, and difpeople the Lands;
Government fet at nought, the Power which it muft ne- they deprive the induftrious Ryott of thofe Aids known 
ceffarily delegate to others would be abufed, and the by the Appellation o f Tuccaubeey fo effentially necef- 
moft pernicious Confequences enfue, from the Impoffi- fary to enable him to purchale Cattle, Seeds, and Uten- 
bility o f  finding Tim e to examine and correct them: fils o f Hufbandry, which a more permanent Farmer 
That fuch would be the Cafe, we with Confidence will ever find it his lntereft to fiipply, as a Means o f  
affirm, fince we already experience the Exiftence o f  thefe promoting an increafed Cultivation ; and they o f courfc 
EVils in part, from the great hicreafe o f Affairs which prove an unfurmountable Obftacle to bringing into an 
has devolved to the Charges of this Government, and Arable State the immeftfe T rails o f Wafte°La°nd which 
the W ant o f 'a  reduced Syftem, no lefs than from a overfprCad this fertile Country,
W an t o f immediate Infpeftion and Execution : This is T he Defeils o f fliort Leafes point our, as a neceffary 
a Point well worth the Attention o f the Board, in every Confequence, the oppofite Advantages o f long Farms.
Propofition that may come before them, as effentially From thefe the Farmer acquires a permanent lntereft 
refpeil the Conftitution and general Incerefts of the in his Lands} he will for his own Sake lay out Money 
Company. in 'affifting his Tenants in improving Lands already cul-

T o  let the Lands for long Leafes is a neceffary Con- rivated, and in clearing and cultivating Waite Lands ; 
fequenceof lerting them: The Farmer who holds his he will not dare to injure the Rents,"nor encroach iti 
Farm for One Year only, having no lntereft in the next, One Year on the Profits o f the next, becaufe the future 
takes what he can with the Hand o f Rigour, which, even L ofs which muft enfue from fuel! a Proceeding will be 
in the Execution o f legal Claims, is often equivalent to his own; the Tenants will grow familiarized to his A u - 
V iolence: he is under the Necrfiiry of being rigid, and thority; and a mutual Attachment is at lead more likely 
even cru el; for what is left in Arrear after the Expira- to proceed, from a long Intercourfe between them,efpe- 
tion o f his Power, is at beft a doubtful Debt, if ever dally when their Interefts are mutually blended’ than 
recoverable; he will be tempted to exceed the Bounds o f from a new and tranfitory Connexion which is ready to 
Right, and to augment h:s Income by irregular Exac- expire before it can grow into Acquaintance, 
tions, and by tacking the Tenants, for which Pretences Such are the Arguments which have occurred to us in 
will not be wanting, where the Farms pafs Annually from fupport o f the two Points on which we have already 
one Hand to another; W hat lhould hinder him? H e determined; namely, to difpofe o f the Lands to Farm 
has nothing to lofe by the Defertions of the Inhabitants, and on long Leafes.
or the Decay o f  Cultivation : Some o f the richcft Arti- W e are happy to refledl that the Commands o f  our 
cles o f T illage  require a Length o f Tim e to come to honourable Matters, in many o f their late General Let- 
Perfedtion ; the Ground muft be manured, banked, ters, but efpecially ftrondy in-
watered, ploughed, and lowed, of planted : Thofe Ope- cufcate the fame Opinion.
rations are begun in one Seafori, and coft a heavy E x- T h e Board now proceed to the final Confideration o f
pence, which is to be repaid by the Crops o f the fuc- the Meafures requifue for the Settlement o f  the C o ’-
ceeding Year: W hat Farmer will either give Encou- le&ions, and are agreed in the following Refolu-
ragement or Afliftance to a Culture o f  which another is ' tions: e
to reap the F ruits ? • _ '

—  * : ’  ------------------------ -------- --  ' v

lft. T h e  only general Principles to guide our Deter- 1 ft. T h at the Farms fhall be let for the fixed Term  
rmnation on this Point are, that the Leafes be not too o f  Five Years, to commence from the 1 ft o f this Inftant, 
ftiort, for the Reafons above recited; nor too long, leaft Byfaac 1179 , or the 10th April 1772. 
the banner fhould acquire an Influence fo great in the,
Lands as to injure the Rights or Authority of his Sue- .
ceffor, or leaft the Knowledge o f their Value be con- '
fined to the prefent Poffeffor, and loft to others. W e 
are o f  Opinion that a longer Term  than Six Years 
might be liable to thefe Objedions, as a fborter than 
Three would not anfwer the Ends propofed by farming 
the Lands. There are no valid Reafons for affigning a 
Preference to any one particular Term  o f Years above 
another, within thefe Extremes o f Three or Six, fince the 
Caufes which might operate in favour o f  any Period for 
one Place, from the Confideration o f the Soil, Crops, 
ot any other local Accidents, would not hold good in 
others; but we are o f Opinion that, for the Sake o f  R e ­
gularity, and for facilitating the Courfe o f  Bufineis, the
fame Term  of Years, and the fame Period for their Com - ' -
mencement, fhould be fixed for all the Farms through­
out the Province; and, where the Lands are already in .
I’ arm, that the Leafes be extended, fo as that the whole 
Leak's of the Province may fall at one T im e.

X l nK nt ° C thf  R ef uiad0n iS t0 frce the M '  T hat the Farms fhall confift o f entire Porgun-
cot.nts of the Revenue from Intricacy, to prevent D if- nahs, provided they do not exceed the Annual A m lun t

T W r d  f ?  ,t a T rSj x f d rt0 gU;1''d the o f One L a ck  o f R upees; in which Cafe they fhall be
H azard o. Lofles by them N eghgm ce .or Em bezzle- divided into fuch equal Proportions as fhall reduce the

Amount of each confiderably below that Sum, unlefs the 
acknowledged Refponfibility and good Character o f the 
Farmer fhall fupport his Pretenfions to rent the whole
Purgunnah; and that all Villages or Portions o f  Lands,
which have been hitherto let in ftparate Farms, fhall 
be re-annexed to the Pergurinahs to which they originally 

* ■ belong.

T h c 3d. That
V ’ ' ■ ‘'vV.v.f

' . • , * . *
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3d. T h e  Farms and Ufages peculiar to each Diftrict, 3d. T hat a Committee o f  the Board fhall be appointed 
and the prefent and improveable State o f their Lands, to go on a Circuit through the Province, and to form 
require a local InfpeCtion; they cannot be known with the Bundibuft or Settlement at the Sudder Cutcherry of 
any Degree o f Certainty by remote Obfervations, or the each DiftriCt; 
interefted and fuperficial Scrutinies o f the Natives ; a 
Part o f the Adminiftration itfelf being on the Spot will \
run lefs Hazard o f  being deceived in Intelligence, or 
difappointcd itl their Inveftigations; they will be better 
able to hear and redrefs any Grievances which the Inha­
bitants may prefer to them, and to form fuch particular 
Regulations as tnay be neceffiary for the Exigencies o f 
each DiftriCt, or even to fuperadd others to thofe, which 
Ihail be generally and previoufly refolved on.

4th. This requires no Remark. 4th. T hat the faid Committee (hall confift o f  the
President and Four Members from the Board; viz.

Meffrs. Middleton,
» . Dacres,

Lawrell, and 
Graham.

5th. T he Reafon for excluding thefe DiftriCts from a 5^* T hat the Settlement o f the DiftriCts o f Hottghly 
local InfpeCtion, are, Their Proximity to Calcutta,, the Jledgelee, Calcutta Purgunnahs, Burdwan, Midnapre, 
Unimportance o f the Few which arediftant from it, and Beerbboont, B:Jfenpoort and Pacheat, fhall be determined 
the W ant o f T im e to include the W hole in the fame hy the remaining Members ot the Board.
Mode o f  Settlement.

6th. T he Term  « Supervifor”  was properly fuited to 6th. T hat as the Company have determined to (land 
the original Commiffion, which was to examine, infpeCt, forth as Duan, the Servants employed in the Manage- 
and report— This Office has been long fince annulled; ment of the Collections (hall be henceforward (liled 
but we apprehend that the Continuance o f the Nam e, tc Collectors,”  inftead ot the prefent Appellation o f 
and o f many o f the Refidents, in the fame Stations which u Supervifors.” 
they now fill as Collectors, may have milled even our 
honourable Matters, who were never regularly advifed 
o f the Change, into the Opinion that the firft Com - 
miffion (till lubfifted. As the Bufinefs o f the Qentlemen 
ftationed in the DiftriCts is folely to fuperintend and col­
lect the Revenue, they can only be properly (tiled Col­
lectors—  fo much depends on the juft Application o f  
Names, that we urge this Alteration with a thorough 
Conviction both o f its U tility and Neceffity.

7th. T h e  Propriety o f this Regulation will require no T hat a fixed Dewan (hall be chofen and nomi-
Argum ent; we doubt o f its immediate Efficacy as a nated by the Board, who (hall be joined with the C ol- 
Check on the Collectors ; but this, in T im e, and by the lector in the Superintendancy o f  the Revenues— T hat 
Addition of fuch further Regulations as Experience (hall he fhall keep feparate Accounts o f the Collections, ac- 
recommend, we hope may be in a great Meafure ac- cording to the eftabliftied Forms o f the Country, coun- 
comphfhed. In the mean time the Appointment o f  a terfign all Orders circulated in the Mofuffel, all Receipts 
Dewan will be a .certain Means o f counteracting that granted to the Farmers, and all Invoices and Accounts 
improper Influence which the. Banyans o f the Collectors tranimitted to the Sudder. 
are ever eager to aflfurne in the Management^of their 
E m p lo y; and it will provide againft the Lofs o f Rents, 
and Confufion o f Accounts, which the frequent R e ­
movals o f the Collectors would othervvife unavoidably 
occafion— as the Dewan will be fixed to the Office, and 
o f courfe able to keep the Bufinefs always in T rain, 
r.oiwithftanding any Charges which may take place in 
his DiftriCt.

8th. This Regulation is founded on the fame Erin- 8th. T hat the Collector fhall not ufe his own private 
ciple, and is only a Continuation o f the preceding. Seal in the Execution o f the Bufinefs ; but that a General

Seal be (truck, with a proper Infcription, in the Name 
o f  the Company, as Dewan o f  the Provinces; and that 
One be lodged with each Collector, to be by him affixed 
to all public Deeds and Orders, where the Cuftom  o f 
the Country, and Rules o f the Service, render it necei- 
fary. And wherever this Seal is affixed, the Collector 
(hall atteft it with his Name.

9th. W e confider this as the greafMt Security that we 9th. T h a t neither the’ColleCtor nor Dewan (hall lend 
can give to the Farmer for the Rights and Profits o f  his Seapoys, Peons, or any other Perfons with Authority,
F arm ; and o f courfe the moft 'powerful Encourage- into the Lands belonging to the Faim ers, excepting 
ment to thofe, who are felicitous o f obtaining Farms, only on fuch Occafions as (hall indifpenfably require it, 
to make Propbfals for them adequate to their real for the Maintenance o f  the Peace, or the immediate 
Value, which would Otherwife depend on the Juftice Execution o f Juftice, in which the Authority o f the 
and Attention, or .on the Rapacity, Indolence, and Ca- Farmer fnall be inefficient; that on fuch Occafions a 
price, o f the Collector, were the Liberty to be allowed Warrant under the public Seal, and figned by the Col - 
him o f  difturbing the Farmer, and feizing bis Ryotcs, letfor, (hall be given in W riting to°the Officer em- 
whenever he thought proper. ployed, and be recorded in the judicial Proceedings,

with the Reafons for ifiuing it ;  but that no Perfon be 
fummohed on ordinary Occafions, except by a Tullub 
Ghitty to the Farmer, or Order requiring him to p r o

" duce the Perfon fummoned in a certain Space o f  T im e.
V c l . IV . 10th. H aving 10th. T hat

' *
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10th. H aving provided for the due and unmolefted 10th. T hat the Farmer fhall not receive larger Rents 

Exercife o f the Farmer ’s Authority, the Rights o f thofc from the Ryotts than the ftipulated Amount o f the Pot- 
who are fubjeded to it claim our next Attention. W e tahs, on any Pretence whatfoever ; and that for every 
cannot devife any Lav/ which, in our Opinion, will be Inftance o f fuch Extortion, the Farmer on Convidiou 
lo likely as this to free the Ryott from undue Exadions. fhall be compelled to pay back the Sum which he fhall 
T h e  Obfervance of it muft be left tp the Care of the have fo taken from the Ryott, befides a Penalty equal to 
Colledors. the fame Amount to the Sircar : And for 3 Repetition,

or a notorious Inftance o f  this Opprefiion on his Ryotts, 
the Farmer’s Leafe fhall be annulled.

n th . This Article alfo will neceffarily prove a great n th . That the Farmer’s Payments to Government 
Encouragement to the Farmer, who will be under no fhall in like Manner be afcertained and eftablilhed, and 
Neceffity to conceal the Profits o f his Farm, nor be no Demand be made upon them above what fhall be 
compelled to rack his Tenants for the Means of pur- exprefied in the Doul, or Rent Roll, delivered them 
chafing an Exemption from further Claims of the M ut- with their Leafe. 
tafiddees and Officers o f the Government; a Pradice 
o f  ancient and univeral Standing, and which no V ig i­
lance o f the Colledor, whatever may be the Degree o f 
his own Integrity, can, in our Judgment, prevent, if the 
Farmer is flill liable to frefti Demands upon him as
often as the Government o f  the Colledor fhall judge the (
improved State o f his Lands can afford it. T h e  long 
T erm  o f his Leafe furnifhes an Inducement to the Far­
mer to improve his Lands j but the Fruits of his Labour, 
and the Rtturns o f his Advances, muft be infured to 
him, or he will be the Sufferer by the Attem pt.— T h e 
Faith o f the Government thus pledged, will be a pre- 
fent Eafe to the Farmer, and may add to the Increafe o f 
Cultivation and Revenue.

1 2th. This is a Continuation o f the 10th Article, 12th. T hat no Mhatoots or AfTdTments, under the 
and o f  equal Eafe both to the Farmer and the Ryott. Name o f  Mangun, Baurie Gundee, Sood, or any other 
It has been the cor.ftant Pradice o f the Mogul Govern- Aboal or T a x , fhall be impoferi upon the Ryotts; and 
ment, on the flighteft Pretence, to authorize the E x- that thofe Articles o f Aboal, which are o f late Efta- 
adion o f new Taxes from the Zemindars and Farmers, blifhment, fhall be carefully ferutinized, and at the 
In this impolitic Condud the View o f remote Confe- Difcretion o f the Committee, abolilhed, iftheyare found 
quences was loft in the Temptation o f inftant Gain. in their Nature to be oppreffive and pernicious.
T h e  Principals, thus taxed, having a fair Pretext to 
indemnify themfelves by an Afleffinent o f the Tenants, 
have never failed to extort from them a much greater 
Am ount than that themfelves have been obliged to pay; 
every dependant A gent o f the Colledions endeavours on 
fuch Occafions to get his Share alfo o f the general E m ­
bezzlement, by which the poor Ryott is difheartened, 
and often difabled from attending to the Culture o f his.
Lands, which requires Money, as well as Labour, to 
bring it to Perfection.— W hen the Hufbandman. knows 
exadly what he has to pay, and is fure of being left in 
the undifturbed Poffeffion o f that Superfluity which his
Induftry can acquire, he will chearfully apply himfelf to
the T illage and Improvement o f his Lands. —  N o Man 
will labour who is dented a Share in the Fruits o f his 
Labour.

13th. T he trivial Prefents which the Cuftom o f the 13th. T hat all Nazzars and Salamies, which are 
Eaft has in all Countries, as the Debts o f  Vaffalage, ufually prefenfed at the firft Interview as Masks o f  
and the Rights o f  Office or Power, are in themfelves Subjection and R efped, be totally difeontinued, as well 
undeferving o f Notice were they to extend no further : to the fuperior Servants o f  the Company and the Col-
But the fame Pradice runs through every Degree o f leftors, as to the Zemindars* Farmers, and other 
Subordination, till the Amount becomes a weighty Officers.
Grievance.— This alfo, like other Levies on the Prin­
cipal, is reclaimed with accumulated Extortion on the 
Ryotts, who are taxed as often as the Zemindar or 
Farmer has Occafion to perform thefe expenfive and 
oftentatious A d s  o f Duty.

14th. The Propriety o f this Regulation needs no 14th. That the old Farmer fhall fettle his Accounts 
Remark ; it is neceflary to make it public, with every with fuch o f the Ryotts as are forthcoming, in rjie Pre- 
other Condition fo which the Farmer will be required to fence o f the new Farmer or his Agents, and the Ba« 
fubferibe. lances which fhall be proved fhall be on Account o f  the

new Farmer.
15th. This Article is propofed only as a Point o f  15th. T hat a Mohrir, or W riter o f Accounts, (hall 

prefent Speculation ; it will reft with the Committee to be appointed on the Part o f the Government to every 
carry it into Execution if it fin all be found practicable, Farm, who fhall take an Account o f  all the Receipts o f 
and not attended with too heavy a Charge.— T h e ob- the Rents with the Farmer, and rranfrnit the fame 
vious Advantages expeded in thefe Appointments are, Monthly to the Colledor at the Sudder Cutcherry of the 
the obtaining an exad  Knowledge o f  the Farmer’s Province, but without any Authority to interfere in the 
Receipts, which form the grofs Value of the Lands. Colledions.

T h e  AfTurances given the Farmer in the n t h  Arti­
cle, and the Claufe in this, which excludes the Mohrir

4 from 16th. That
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from all Authority, will prevent his being obnoxious to 
the Farmer.

16th. W e have deemed it fufficient for the prefertt to 16th. That the Cofiedor be forbid, on Pain o f 
confine this Reftridion to Grain alone. It ought per- Difmiifion from his Office, to be concerned, diredly or 
haps to extend to all the Necefiaries o f  L ife.— O f  all indiredly, in the Purchafe or Sale o f Grain. 
Monopolies thefe are the moft pernicious ; and whatever 
the Colledor, who, in E ffed , is the chief Ruler o f  the 
Country, trades in, will be a Monopoly in fpite o f  all 
our Endeavours to prevent it.

17th. I f  the Colledor, or any Perfons vyho partake 17th. T hat no Pefhcar, Banyan, or other Savan t, o f 
o f his Authority, are permitted to be the Fanners o f  the whatever Denomination, o f the Colledor, or Relation 
Country, no other Perfons will dare to be their Com - or Dependant o f  any fuch Servant, be allowed to firm  
petitors.— O f courie they will obtain the Farms on Lands, nor diredly or indiredly to hold a Concern in 
their own Term s. It is not fit that the Servants o f  the any Farm, nor to be Security for any Farmer ; that the 
Company ftiould be Dealers with their Matters.— T h e Colledor be ftridly enjoined to prevent fuch P rad ices; 
Colledors are Checks on the Farmer:.— I f  they them- and that if it fhall be difcovered that any one, under a 
felves turn Farmers, what Checks can be found for falle Name, or any Kind o f  Collufion, hath found Means 
them ? W hat Security will the Company have for their to evade this Order, he (hall be fubjed  to a heavy Fine, 
Property, or where are the Ryotts to look for R elief proportionate to the Am ount o f  the Farm, and the 
againft Opprdfions ? Farm fhall be re-let or made K h afs: And i f  it fhall

appear, that the Colledor fhall have countenanced, ap- 
" proved, or connived at a Breach o f this Regulation, he

fhall ftand, ipfo fado, difmifled from his Colledorfhipj 
neither (hall any European, diredly or indiredly, be 
permitted to rent Lands in any Part o f the Country.

18th. Every Precaution ought to be taken, and every t8tb. T h at it be given in efpecial Charge to the 
Reftridion laid on the C olledor, that fhall prevent his Committee, to find out fome Means o f preventing the 
Imerett from clafhing with the Duties o f his Employ. Pratfice o f  lending M oney on exorbitant Ufury, by

It is to be feared, that the Farmer, who has the which the Rvotts are often involved in heavy Debts, 
Demands o f Government and the Colledor at the fame without the Hope, or fcarce the Probability, o f  R elief; 
T im e to ahfv/er, will be too apt to avail himfelf o f fuch and not only the Fruits o f their Induftry, but often the 
a Situation to elude thofe o f the former.— T h e C ol- Farmers Dues (which, in E ffed , are thofe o f  the State) 
ledor will naturally incline to allow a Preference to his become the Property o f  the Money Lenders. That in 
own Claims, unlefs it be iuppofed that all Men are the mean time the Colledor be forbid, on Pain o f  R e- 
P roof againft the Temptations o f private Intereft, and movai from his Office, either to lend Money himfelf, or 
will feek that o f their Employers at the Hazard of lofing to (utter his Banyan, or any other o f his Servants or De- 
their own Fortunes.— W e forbear to enlarge on this pendants, to lend Money to the Zemindars, Talookdars, 
S u b jed ; we are convinced that many o f  the Gentlemen Farmers, Ryotts, or any other Perfon whatever, within 
-who hold thefe Stations are Men o f Probity and H o- the D iftn d  o f  which he fhall have Charge. That in 
nour— W e  mutt regard them all as fuch till Proofs o f  like Manner the Zemindars, Taiookdars, Shicdars, and 
the contrary can be obtained t But it is the Duty o f other Officers o f the Government, be forbid to lend 
Government to lay fuch Reftraims on the natural L i-  M oney to the R y o tts: And that all Debts contrtided 
centioufnefs o f Mankind, as fhall make the Intereft o f contrary to the Tenor of this Order, after the Publi- 
Jndividuals coincide with their L uty ‘T o  prefume that, cation o f  it, fhall be vo id : That this Reftridion is not 
all Men are poffeffed o f Integrity, and to truft entirely to prevent the Farmer from affording the ufual and 
to this Principle, is to leave a Door open lor every neceffary Aids o f  Tuccabee to the Ryotts, but that the 
Species o f D epravity; for many will abufc the Con- Premium o f fuch Advances be fixed at T w o per Cenr. 
fidence thus tacitly repofed in them; their Exam ple per Menfem, and Payment received, not in Kind, but 
will influence others; and, under the fpecious Appel- jn Money, 
lation o f Perquifites, the moft flagrant Corruption will 
be admitted, even by Men whofe natural Principles, 7
without fuch a Bias, wbuld receive the Offer o f them 
with Abhorrence.

19th. T h e  D e fig n o f this Regulation appears in the 19th. A nd to relieve the Farmer from the Neceffity 
fntiodudion to u . - W e  venture to offer it as one o f o f borrowing Money for the Payment o f his Kifts or 
the rr.oft falutary Expedients which can be adopted, l nftajment$. tiia tth e  Kiftbundee for the enfuing 
whether for the Eafe o f tne farm er and of the Ryotts, Leafes be fo regulated, as that Kifts may be made pay- 
for the Security o f  the Revenue, or tor the Prevention abu. af t h e  u f u a j  P e r i o d s  o f  the H arveft, proportioned 
o f Opprdlkm. T h e only Lofers by it will be the to the eftirqated Quantity and Value o f the Crops, and

Lenders. . _ . as local Circumstances ftiall dired.
I he Proceedings of the Court Martial on Captain

Mackenzie, and the other Enquiries made on that G cca- 
fion, tnay ferve to fhew how neceffary it is to free the 
Land from the Evils o f U fury and accumulated In­
tel eft, which is rarely'lefs than 3, and often as high 
as 15 per Cent, per Menfem, which, with Monthly 
Accumulation and Fees to Agents, Banyans, Peons, and 
Seapoys, may amount to aoo per Cent, per A n n u m :
Every Rupee thus fqueczed from the People is in E ffed  ’ '
taken from the Government, which can receive from 
the People no more than they have to give.— W e lament 
that.it is not in our Power wholly to reprefs this E v i l :
'1 he only way by which fuch an End could be accom- 
piifhed, would be the abfolute Piohibition o f all Loans, 
or, which would, in E ffcd , prove the fame, by refilling 
the Aid of Government to the Recovery o f  them : But

V o n . IV . the 4 K  "" aojh,
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the Remedy appears defperate 5 and although many 
obvious and valid Reafons may be urged in Support o f 
it, and it might be eafily proved, that no ill EffeCts 
could proceed from it with reljoeCt to the Revenue, yet 
we fear to adopt it without the laft Necefiity.— 1  he 
propofed Regulation (trikes at the principal Root of the
Diforder ; the reft we wifti to leave to the EffeCts o f a *
more fettled Government, and to a regular Eftablilh-
ment o f Tuftice. , .  , r

lo t lfP T h e  Chakaran Lands are portions o f Ground 20th. T h at to enable the C ommittee to fix the nccef- 
allotted to certain of the Inhabitants, whofe Office it is fary Eftabliffiments in each D iftn ft for its Safeguard and 
to preferve the Peace o f the Country, and to guard it, Protection, and prefervmg Peace and Tranquillity, the 
againft common Robbers, an Eftablifhment common to Collector be inftructed to prepare and have in Readme!* 
all Parts o f India, and o f a very ancient Inftitution. accurate Accounts of the Chakaran Lands, together 
It is dnnecefiary to add any thing further concerning with a Detail o f  the Purpofes for which they have been 
this Article, it being only preparatory to fome future allotted, and their Opinion o f the Nbmber of Land 
Regulation. Servants it will be necefiary to retain for the Service

above exprefi’ed.
2 ift. T he Zemindarree Chokies are Places o f Cuftom 21ft. 1 hat all Zemindarree Chokies (hall be abo- 

ereCted in various Parts o f the Province on the Banks lifted, and none kept but fuch as immediately dep«K. 
o f  the Rivers, they are included in the farmed Lands, on the Government under the Puchuttera, Buckfhbun- 
and the Farmers extort what they can get from the Paf- der, and Shahbunder, iubjeCt to fuch Regulations az
fengers. It is one o f the greateft Oppreffions o f the (hall be hereafter eftablifhed.
Country, and the principal ObftruCtion to Trade.—  ■
T h e ft  Confederations induced the honourable Court o f 
Directors to direCt their Suppreflion, and in the 27th 
Paragraph o f their General Letter o f the 10th o f April 
1771 ; and we are happy to be made the Inftruinents o f 
fo wife and equitable an Injunction. •

22d. A  preparatory Regulation. 22d. T hat Orders be fent through the Channel o f the
Board o f Revenue to the Collectors, to publifh the Sub ■ 
ftance o f the above Refolutions, with Lifts o f the Per- 
gunrtahs reipeCtivelv under their Charge, or other D ivi- 
fions propofed for Farm by the 2d Resolution : And to 
advertife for fealed Propofals, from fuch as are willing to 
take Farms, ro be delivered in at the Sudder Cutcherry 
o f  each DiftriCt, by the i f t o f  Law an, or 10th o f July, 
excepting the Provinces o f Nuddea and JeJfire-, the Pro- 
pofals for the former o f which to be delivered in at Kijh- 

, nagur the ift o f A  Bar, or 10th o f June; and for the
latter the 5th o f Aftar, or 15th o f June.

2'id. A  preparatory Regulation. 23d. T h at Orders be alfo fent to the Collectors to
prepare an exaCt and explicit Rent Roll of each barm, 
arranged in Pergunnahs, together with full Accounts o f 
all Charges, Scatter, and Mofufful, accompanied with 
an Explanation o f their U fc, and Reafons for their 
being deemed neceflary. T o  render the Rent Roll more jt 
perfeCt, they are further to prepare a feparate Account, 
tracing the Jumma o f each Farm to the higheft Value 
it has ever ftood at, and affigning the Caufe o f its 
Decreaft to the prelent Standard.

24th. T he Reafons for this Regulation are expreffed 24th. T hat as the Superviforftiip o f Dacca, not only 
in the Regulation itfelf. ” from the Extent o f its Limits and the Magnitude o f its

Revenue, but alfo from its being entirely compofcd o f  
a Multitude o f inconfiderable Zemindarrees o f Taalues, 
appears to be a Charge o f tod complicated a Nature to 
be managed by the Chief at Dacca, at :he prefent 
Seat o f its Relidence, with proper Care and Succefs; 
and as it appears further, that many o f the fubfidiary 
DiftriCts, annexed to the other Superviforfhips, are in 
their Situation fo diftant, and lcattered, as to be liable 
to the fame Inconvenieocies, the Committee (hall be 
authorized (o to regulate the Dacca Province, and thole, 
fubfidiary DiftriCts, as to bring them into a proper 
Compafs for the Management of a Collector, and within 
the Scope and Efficacy o f theft Regulations.

t ' . ,

Fort
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Fort William, the 28th M ay 1772. t( Ryotts from the Opprefilon oT Zemindars, & c.”  W e
have thought it necefiary to enter thus minutely into the 

A t  a Committee o f Revenue ; P R E S E N T ,  Inveftigation o f  the Intent and Expedation o f our Em -
___ l u  10  17 h" ■ &* • plovers, becaufe it will be fcarce poflibie to proceed in

The honourable g V r a i & t a p ,  Efquire, J  W ork „ f  this Nature, without deviating f o m the O r-
y , " ® '  ] ders which they have formerly laid down tor out Con-

Munet Dacrts, d u f t . T h e y  have been pie,fed to d ire* a total Change
Lumas o f Syftem, and have left the Plan and Execution o f it to

aVjj ar. we * \ Efquires. the Difcretion of the Board, without any formal Repeal
jamc-s .arris, / 0f  rhe Regulations which they had before framed and
Jamt-s azvrei , adopted to another Syftem ; the Abolition of which ne-
P P  r ° ° i WW> ceffarily includes that o f  its fubfidiary 1 nftitutions, unlefs
■ t0/Jn ra am> j  they fhall be found to coincide with the new.

»fi j r a  m  f> , • In the Confideration o f the Subiedt before us, the
T h e  Board further d eh bm u n g on the Regulanona fiift p oint o f  Enquiry, is, Whether the Buftnefs o f  the 

enteredI on tne Proceedings o f  .4th, agree to add the Dewilnnte j,c f on(i„ a e d  as it hath hitherto been, 
ree o. owing ones. jn part bv rhe Agency o f  the Company’s inferior Scr-

Additional Regulations regarding the Settlement. conftituting a Board o f  Revenue at M n r j h M ,
& d o or be put under the immediate Comroul o f the M em -

T h at fuch Farmers as defire it, fhall be permitted to bers o f their Adminiftration ? W e fhall not hefitate to
pay their Rifts immediately into the Treafury o f Calcutta, determine in Favour o f the latter: T h e  Revenue is 
inftead o f the Sudder Cutcherry o f  the Diftridt ; but in beyond all Queftion the firft Objedt o f Government, that 
fuch Cafe, the Payments fhall be made in ready Money, on which all the reft depend, and to which every other 
not in B ills; nor fhall a longer Delay be allowed in the fhotild be made fubfervient. There muft be a Control- 
Payment, after the Expiration o f the ftipulated T erm  ling Power in this Department, it cannot be partially 
o f  the K ill, than Twenty Days from the moft diftant delegated ; but, in whatever Hands it is lodged, it mult
Parts o f the Province, and a proportionate Tim e for be abfolute and independant. But the fuperior Council,
the reft. which is conftitutionally the controlling Power, having

That the Offices iand Forms which are now eftablifhed, no Cognizance nor Connection with the inferior D e­
fer the Adminiftration o f Juftice in the Diftridts o f the p^rtmenr, can have no Knowledge o f what is tranfadted 
Province, fhall be examined and new regulated, upon but from the Information o f the Board o f Revenue; 
fuch a Footing as lhall be moft conducive to the Security which, however fair and impartial, cannot pofiibly con- 
o f Property, and the general Eafe o f the People ; by vey that intimate Intelligence which arifes from daily 
facilitating the A ccd s to Juftice, by expediting its D e- Pradtice and a diredt Communication with the Servants 
crees, and rendering equal Righc to all Men. If the o f  the Revenue: W ithout fuch an Intelligence, what 
Party in any Caufe fhall not be fatisfied with the Decree Authority can the Adminiftration poflfefs in the Affairs 
o f the Court o f the Diftridt, he fhall be allowed an im- o f the Colledtions, or with what Confidence can they 
mediate Appeal to the Governor in Calcutta, where the iffue any Orders for their im provem ent, impntffbd as 
Caufe lhall be re-heard, and finally decided, by Courts they muft be, with the Confcioufnefs that they are but 
duly conftituted for the Purpofe. imperfedt J udges o f Matters on which tltey didtate to

„ T hat ali Perfons lhall have Accefs to the Papers of others better informed ? In Eftedt all Authority and 
the Jumma Waffil Baukee, at the Sudder Cutcherry o f Command will reft with the Board o f R evenue; all 
each Diftridt, and at the Colledtor’s Office in Calcutta. Appeals for Juftice from the Provincial Courts muft, in 

Refolvedj Thefe be alfo translated into the Bengal and regular Courte, be made to the Council o f Revenue, 
Perfian Languages, and lent to Moorjhedabad, with D i- and from them to the Prefidentand Council in Calcutta. 
redtions to add to the Advertifement, That ail Perfons T h e common People, unufed to fuch a multiplied Pro- 
Ihali have Accefs, at the Sudder Cutcherry o f each O il- cefs o f Judicature, impatient of Delays, and taught to 
tridl, to the Rent Roll, and Jumma W affil Baukee looku p to the firft Department of Government for the 
Accounts. Redrefs o f their Wrongs, will be continually violating

Revenue Department. the Precifion o f  our Rules, and running to the Prefi-
Fcrt William, ,3d November 1772. deucy on every Occafion o f Com plaint: I f  their Caufes

T o  Moorjhedabad. ( A  true Copy.) have not pafftd through the Second Court, they muft
Signed , be lent back to Moorjhedabad, and from thence the liti-

Alexander Bigginjon, Secretary. gious will come with Appeals to the Presidency. T hus
an Inhabitant o f Anwanpoor, i f  he thinks himfelf ag- 

Cojjmbuzar, the 28th July 1772. grieved, muft make his Complaint to the Cutcherry at
Extract Proceedings o f the Committee o f Circuit. Kijhenagur: Having gone through all the due form s and

\  necefiary Delays o f that Court, if  he is diffatisfied with 
T he honourable Court o f Diredtors, in their Letter the Decree, he will carry his Appeal to the C ity ; there 

per Lapwing, Paragraph 2 t, declare, “  their Detcrmi- too he mult go through the fame Forms, rhe fame A t-  
« nation to ftand forth as Dewan, and by the Agency tendance, to'obtain a Second Hearing, and a Second 
“  o f  the Company’s Servants, to take upon themfeives D ecree; this alfo-not proving fatisfadory, his laft R e- 
“  the entire Care and Management o f the Revenues.”  fource will be in the Government o (Calcutta, which will 
By what Means this Agency is to be exercifed we are not put a final Period to his Caufe. Thus, after the L o ft 
inftructed, bur, by the Confidence which the Sentence o f many Months, which might have been ufefully be - 
immediately following expreffe3 “  in the Condudt and flowed both to himfelf and the State in the Cultivation 
<c Abilities o f the Board to plan and execute this im- o f his Land, and the Care o f  his Family, after having 
“  portant W ork,”  their Orders are clearly implied, that made a Journey o f more than T w o  hundred Miles, and 
the Board lhall plan and execute it, by fuch Means as fpent perhaps more than the Amount o f  his Claim in 
their own Judgment Hull fuggeft, for the Security and iuing for the Recovery o f it, he will moft probably be 
Improvement of the Revenue, and for the Eale and cart a Third Tim e, for want o f Evidence, as it is not 
Happinefs o f the People.; This Inference is further probable he will be able to perfuade any Perfons, unin- 
confirmed by the following W o rd s; “  and we trull that terefted in the Succefs of his Suit, to go through the 
“  in the Office of Dewan you will adopt fuch Regula- lame tedious Profecution o f  it with him, and as urdikely 

tions, and puriue fuch Meafures, as lhall at once en- (by any Mode hitherto dtfeovered) that he will make 
“  lure to us every poffibie Advantage, and free the good his Right without it.

VoL- 4i ; Su«h
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Such would be the Cnfe o f  the poor Plaintiff, fuppofing It is certain that fuch a Change as we have here pm- 
that ju ffice were regularly admini%red in thefe Forms: pofcd, is liable to its Inconveniencics ; all Innovations
But we know that hitherto it hath been quite otherwife, are fubjeft to them : W e own, we forefee many Diffi- 
and that they have been produ&ive o f no other Effeds, culties and Impediments to their being carried into Ex<>- 
but to affemble Multitudes o f difeontented Suppliants, cution ; which wc hope will only affedt ourlelves, in the 
from all Quarters o f the Province, who croud our additional Labour which it will require to remove them ;
Streets and harrafs us with Clamours for Red refs, and the only Inconvenience o f any great Importance which 
as often with as loud Reproaches for being denied it. occurs to us is, that which may strife from the \inde- 
As yet no better Expedient has been found for relieving termined Jurifdiftion o f the M ayor’s C o u rt; and the 
them, than to refer them back to the Collectors, with Embarraflments to which it may fubjeCt our Manage- 
Injunftions to enter into a frefh Examination o f  their menc o f the Revenues: This we mention only as a pof- 
Complaints, and to decide finally upon them ; an E x- fible Event, which can only proceed from a more iiti- 
pedient which few fubmit to, till convinced by a long gious Spirit than we have hitherto known to prevail in 
fruitlefj Attendance that no other Refource is left them, the Members o f  that Court j and we hope, by proper 
B ut few are the Inftances of Redrefs obtained by this Cautions and judicious Regulations, may be prevented, 
wav, and much fewer o f the Letters even being deli- But this is a Subje& of itfeif too copious to admit o f our 
vered ; as the timid Sufferers rather chuie to put up enlarging upon it further in this Place; it may be fuffi- 
with all theii Loffes, than expofe themfelves to the Col- cient to remark, that no inconfiderable Branch o f  the 
ledlor or his Muttafuddies, by exhibiting the Proofs o f Collections (we mean thofe of the Calcutta Pergunnahs) 
their A ppeal from his JulUce, or o f their Complaints have been quietly concluded by Cutcherries, eftablifhed 
againlt his Perfon. in Calcutta for thefe Fifteen Years paft, without meet-

&W e do not pretend to hope for a total Removal o f ing with any Interruption from the Mayor’s Court, or 
# thefe Evils, by any Mode which is now offered to our clafiiing in any Infiance, that we recollect, with its

Choice, but we are fure they will be lefs frequent and Authority. ,
lei's grievous, if the Appeals are made at once to the Refolved, That it is the Opinion o f this Committee,
Supreme Court, without any intermediate Delays. . that the Board o f Revenue at Moorjhedabadbe abotifhed.

From ail thefe Rcafons, the Committee are o f Dpi- and that the Court o f the Khalfa, with all the Offices 
nion, that the Revenue in all its Branches be put under appertaining thereto, be transferred to the Prefideney, 
the immediate Controul o f the Prefident and Council and placed under the Charge and Direction o f the Pre- 
at the Prefideney : Such a Change, independant o f the fident and Council.
Advantages which we hope to derive from it, in efta-
blifhing a more regular Plan o f Bulinds, and acquiring CoJJlmbutar, 20th Augufi 1771.
a pradtical Knowledge and Command o f the Collec­
tions, will be productive o f  many other important Con- Extract o f the Proceedings o f the Committee o f
fequencts. ■ e .r Circuit, on forming a Plan for'conducing the

T he numerous Officers and Retainers of the K half 1, Bufihefs o f the Khalfa.
arid o f the new Courts of Judicature, with all their f a ­
milies, Domeftics, and Dependants, will increase the The Committee having thus premifed the Arrange- 
Demand for the Nscelfaries and Conveniencies of Life, ments which appear to them necefiary for the future 
an d ofeourfe require a Number o f Tradefmcn, Arp- Management c f  the Huzzoor * Ziilas, proceed to lay 
fans, and Market People, to fupply it. This vaft In -. down luch Regulations as they judge will be requifice, f>r 
flux o f People will be drawn to Calcutta, and with it a conducting the general Superintendence o f the Revenu- 
great Increafe of W ealt’u. T he C o n feren ce  o f  the Pre- Syftem art the Prefideney, and the Bufinels o f the K 
fidency will be much improved with its population, as in its Detail.
it will leffcn that o f Moorjhedabad, which will no longer The Dewanny may in thefirft Place be confidem ,
remain the Capital o f the Province, having nothing to compoied o f T w o Branches.
fuppoit it but the Prefence o f the Nabob, and a few Fa- ill. I he Collection of the Revenue :
milies o f  Confideration, who, pofieffing valuable Pro- 2d. T he Adminiftration of Juftice in civil Cafes.
perty on the Spot, will o f courfe chuie 10 continue there. For regulating the latter, a feparate -Plan has been 
T he Confequenceof the Nabob himfelfwill fink in pro- already framed, and only waits the Approbation of the 
portion, and the Eyes of the People will be turned to Council for its being carried into Execution.
Calcutta, as the Centre o f Government, and to the T he former having been entirely fubdivided into Col- 
Company as their Sovereign. le&orlhips, under the Agency of the Company’s Ser-

T heir Manners, by a conftant Intercourfe, will by vants, the Controul and Superintendance to be exercifed 
Degrees afiiinilate with ours, and breed a kind o f new by the Prefident and Council will confift chiefly in iffu-- 
Relation and Attachment to us. T his too will open a ing the necefiary Orders to thole Collectors, in infped- 
new Source of Trade, advantageous to the Mother ing, auditing, and pafilng their Accounts, and In oc- 
Countiy, by the Conlumption o f its mofi valuable Ma- cafionally vifiting their Diftri&s for the Purpoie o f ffiak- 
nufa&ures : Nor is this the mere Suggeftion o f Fancy, ing local Invefiigations and Enquiries into the State o f  
fincc we already fee, that in their Habits, in their Equi- them, and into the Colledors Discharge o f  their Duty 
pages, in the Furniture o f their Houfes, in their Build- to the Public, and their Employers. T he Committee 
mgs, and in fhort in every thing where their Religion are o f  Opinion, that this weighty and important Truft can 
and the Difference o f  Climate will permit icr  they begin be no where Improperly lodged, as in the Body o f the 
to affedk the Falhions o f the Englilh. Council at large. T he honourable the Court o f Directors

In enumerating the Defedb o f the prefent Syftem, we have indeed recommended the M ode o f Committees f 
omitted to mention the Infecurity o f the public Trea- but nothing being fo efiential to the Succefs of tlie Re- 
iyry, and the public Records of'Moorjhedabad, an open venue Syftem, as Expedition in deciding upon all Points 
and ftraggling Tow n, which a few deiperate Decoics o f Reference, and in iffuing the confcquenc Orders, and 
might enter with Eafe, and plunder at Difcretion, before as a Committee, being only authorized to prepare Matter 
any Force could be collected to repel them. An Event for the Sanction and Approbation of the Council at large, 
o f this Kind is not the lels improbable from its not hav- mult neceffarify occafion Delay in this Particular; this 
ingyet com etopafs. T h eT ow n  of Calcutta is not only Committee think it will always be for the Intcreftot the 
ftieltered againfi fuch Dangers, but the Fort offers a mofi Company to profit from the Counfel and Services of 
Complete-Security, both for public and private Property, every Member of their Adminiftration, in fo capital an 
under all Circumftances. O b jed  o f their Affairs. For conducting the general"

Controul

* Smalt Biftri&J near M o o r j h e d a b a d ,



Controul therefore o f the Dewannv and for managing the Khalfa to tranflate, and enter in a Book, all the Letters 
the Detail of the Bufine s o f the Khalfa, the following received by the R oy R oyan; which Book fhall be laid 
Regukuons are propoled: _ before the Board every Day o f their M eeting:

y hat the whole Council fhall compofe a Board o f That a Company’s covenanted Servant (with a com- 
Revenue, who fhall ahem hie Tw o fixed Days in each petent Num ber o f Affiftants) be appointed to the Office 
W eek, or oftener if  Occafion requires, for tranfa&ing o f Accountant General o f  the Dewannee, the Detail o f 
tRe ,e s 0 c 118 Departm ent: whole Duty fhall be as follows ;

That the whole Council fhall alfo be ftiled Auditors i f t  T o  keep the general Books o f  the Revenue ac-
° r  ? c *iewr y ’■ ant tiaaC K die Duty of One cording to the Form at prefent eftablilhed, or fuch other
oi the Members, in weekly Rotation, to report upon all as mav hereafter be preferibed.
Accounts received from the Colle&ors, in which he fhall adly. T o  keep befides, the following fubfidiary Books 
check all unauthorized Charges, and remark upon all to be laid before the Board at every Meeting o f the 
Excefles of the Annual Eftimaces in thofe Charges which Council in the Revenue Departm ent; °  ,
are authorized : One Book containing the Settlement o f each

I hat the Auditor o. the YV eek fhah complete the Province, with an abftraCt Account o f the
Report upon all Accounts received within his W eek, whole;
and that on the laft Thurfday o f every Month there fhall One Book containing the Kiftbundee o f  each
be a Meeting o f the Board, for the foie Purpofe o f  DiftriCl, with one general AbftraCt o f the
pafling all the Accounts of the Month preceding : whole;

That as the I refidenr and Council have thought pro- One Book containing the Eftilnate o f  Charges
per to eftabhfb provincial Dewans, to aft jointly with on each DiftriCl, with an AbftraCt o f the
the Collector, in all the DiftriCls there fhall be a princi- whole;
pal Muttefedee appointed to fuperintend the Conduct o f One Book containing the Account current
thofe Dewans, to receive from them the Accounts in the Kiftbundee (or the current Demands Re
Bengal Language, and to iffiie to them a Counterpart ceipts, and Balances) o f  each DiftriCl * with
o f  the Orders which the Board of Revenue fhall from the general one for the Sudder, compiled
T im e to Tim e expedite to the Collectors : from thofe o f the DiftriCls ;

1 hat this Office: fhall be ftiied the Roy Royan, and One Book containing the daily Receipts Ififucs
that he fhall attend at the Meetings o f the Board o f  and Balance o f the Treafury • ‘ ’ *
Revenue, to make Reports, to anfwer to all Enquiries, One Book containing the Reffiiter o f  Pauts
and to receive occahonal Inflections : and Bills o f  Exchange, according to the

That it be recommended to the Board to confirm Form it is now kept in at Moorfhedabad •
Rajah Rajebullub, the Son o f the late Rajah Doloobram., jd iy . T o  prepare Monthly, in Engliih, by means o f  
in the Office, and to grant him the T itle  o f Roy R oyan: One o f his Affiftants, an Account current Kiftbundee o f  
H e is a young Man o f very promifing Abilities, and we the Huzzoor JTafhil, and alfo the Cafh and other M onthly 
think will do Credit to the Appointment : Accounts, fo that the TranfaCtions o f that Collection

I hat the Buhnefs (had confift in receiving and exa- made, fall under the Board’s InipeCtion in the fune 
mining all the Accounts transmitted in the Bengal Lan- Manner as thofe o f the DiftriCls under the Collectors • 
guage, in comparing the Remittances o f the Revenue 4thly. T o  report the Balance o f Treafury every Dav 
with the Chelans or Invoices, in direfting the Payments to the honourable the Prefident and the fuperintendintr 

made !Rt°  Grand Treafury, in realizing the Member o f the Khalfa, to prepare all Orders for m aking 
Collections of the Farmers who may avail themfelves Payments into the grand Treafury to be fumed bv the 
o f  the Privilege of.paying their Rents at Calcutta, in Board, and to receive and depofit Receipts for the fame 
prtpaung all Grants and cunneds, and in expediting all from the Sub-treafurer o f the Prefidency *
Pcrwannas to the Provincial Dewans, and fhall be con- 5thly. T o  report from T im e to T im e to the fuperin- 
duCttd by a Member o f the Council in Monthly R ota- tending Member o f  the Khalfa, the Bills and Pauts as 
tion and the Roy Royan : they become due, and obey fuch Orders as he may in

I hat on all thefe Points, and fuch others as may confequence receive for realizing their Amount*
occur in the Detail o f the Bufinefs, the R oy Royan fhall 6thly. T o  attend the W eekly Auditor with fuch A c-
report daily to the honourable the Prefidenr, and receive counts as are received from the Collectors, and affift him
his In flection s: in auditing the fame as above fpecified; and, further

th at he fhall next wait upon the fuperintending attend the Monthly M eeting o f  the Board o f Revenue
Member of the Khalfa, and report to him, intimating, for pafiing A ccoun ts:
at the fame I ime, fuch InftruCtions as he may have 7 tidy. T o  correfpond with the Collectors for reCtify- 
received fiom the Prefidenr, that he may jointly attend ing Errors in the Accounts, under the Orders o f  the 
to their being carried into Execution, as well as fuch Auditor o f the W eek.
other Bufinefs as the fuperintending Member fhall think That it be recommended to the Board to confer this 
proper to direft S and that the fuperintending M ember Office on M r. Charles Crofts, the prefent Accountant o f  
and the Roy Royan fhall make their joint R eport o f  the Board o f Revenue, whofe Diligence and Practice 
every thing that fhall be tranfaded, in this Detail, at in that Bufinefs, and the particular Inftrudions o f  the
each Meeting o f the Board o f Revenue : honourable Court o f Directors, juftiy entitle him to that

1 hat to enable the Roy Royan to ch (charge that Part important Charge, 
of his Duty which empowers him to tranfmic a Counter- That the following Offices fhall be eftabiifned for con- 
part o f the Board s Orders to the Dewans, a Company’s duCting the Bufinefs o f the Khalfa, according to  thefi* 
covenanted Servant, with One or more Affiftants, fhall Regulations: 
be appointed. Tranflator to the Khalfa, whofe Duty it °  ift. Roy Royan’s Office
ihall be to attend every Day, on the breaking up o f  T o  this Office, all Accounts, Statements, and Papers
the Board o f Revenue, and tranflate into the Pcrfian whatever, are to be firft tranfmitted, and from thence
Language the Subftance o f the Orders iffued to the diftributed to the proper Office, after havincr been re-
CoLeCtors^ with fuch I ranflacions the Tranflator fhall ceived by the fuperintendiner Member o f the K h a l f a  

wait upon the fuperintending Member o f the Khalfa, and the Roy Royan. A ll  offier Offices are to furnifh
who will take Care that the Roy Royan expedite lus whatever Papers are required by this, and to be confi-
Orders to the Dewans, conformably thereto, under dered as fubordinate to it. In it the fuperintendine 
the public Seal o f the. Dewannee, referving regular Member o f  the Khalfo and the Roy Royan will orefide6
Cof ' t8 : . ,  f  , , , and its further Eftabliffimenc will be as follows:

1 hat it fhall further be the Duty o f  the Tranflator o f  One Deputy to the R oy Royan.

N 0 L ,JY * 4 L  T wo
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T w o Mohrirs or Writers* 6th. H uzzoor Tafhil Office,
ad. Moonffiee's Office. In this Office the Colledlions will be made o f all

In this Office will be kept Copies o f all the Letters thofe Diftri&s whofe Farmers avail themfelves o f  paying
received and fent by the Roy Royan, and there will be their Rents at Calcutta, and in it the fame Set o f
required for the Service of it Four Perfons : Monthly Accounts will be prepared as are forwarded

T w o to attend the Roy Royan ; from the Colle&ors o f the Diftri&s. In this Office the
T w o  to attend the Tranflator o f the Kbalfa. Naib o f the R oy Royan will prefide, with the follow­

ed. Karkoon’s or Accountant’s t)ffice. ing Officers under him :
In this Office will be kept all Accounts o f Settle- One Karkoon:

ments, Kiftbundees, the feveral Monthly Accounts o f T w o  Mohrirs for keeping the Accounts o f
the Diftrifts, the General Accounts o f the Year, and the Settlements, and the Account current
other neceflary Papers. The Servants employed in this Kiftbundee :
Office are to be under the Orders o f the Accountant T w o  Mohrirs for keeping the Seat or Receipts,
General, to affift him in comparing and examining the and the Monthly Accounts.
Bengal Accounts with thofe o f the Englifh, in keeping 7th. Khazana, or Treafury Office,
the Treafury Account, and in ftriking the daily Balance A ll Remittances o f the Revenue will firft be re-
o f it, and of the current Receipts o f the General A c- ceived into this Treafury, for the Sake o f examining
count current Kiftbundee. Copies o f all Chelans are it with the Chelans, and *from hence it will be con- 
alfo to be fent into this Office from the Treafury, veyed into the Grand Treafury, as before regulated, 
attefted by the Khazanchy. T h e  Fftablilhment re- T h e  Treafury Account is to be formed in this O f- 
quired for this Office will be as follows: fice. AH. Chelans are to be kept in it, but Copies

One Karkoon, to be delivered, attefted by the Khazanchy, into the
T for examining and check- Office o f the Karkoon. T h e  Eflablifttment o f the

One Naib,  ̂ ing all Accounts, and Treafury will be,
One Head Mohrir, 1 atijufting the General 0 n .  n ..rn„ ,  1 Sine Cures ( i f  continued) in

J  Accounts of the Y ear: One M nffififf f  virtue o f their Appoint-
, One Mohrir for keeping the Accounts, Set- ’ 1 1 u r n> J  m an from C o u rt:

dements, and Kiftbundees, and the Ge- /- One Khazanchy,
neral Abftradt o f them : Five Mohrirs,

One Mohrir for keeping the Monthly A c- Servants. ■ Five Pociars,
counts, Receipts, and Difburfemems of One Jemautdar,
the D iftrids, the Eftimates o f the Annual k Five Peor.s.
Charges, and m  Abftrad o f them : 8th. Canoungoe’s Office” .

One Mohrir for keeping the M onthly A c- T h e  Nature and Services o f  this Office are fully 
count current Kiftbundy o f the D if- explained on the Proceedings o f the Moorjhedabad Coun­
t i e s  : cil o f  Revenue, the ad July 177 1} the Committee

One Mohrir for forming the General A c- are o f  Opinion, that their Utility is almoft totally 
count current Kiftbundy, and linking its fuppreffed, from the Change which has taken plac» 
daily Balance: in the Revenue Syftem : O ut o f  Tendernefs, however,

One Mohrir for preparing the Sudder Trea- to the ancient Form o f Government, and Deference 
fury Accounts, and ftriking its daily Ba- to the G rants which they hold for their Office from 
Lnce: the Court o f Debly, the Committee think the Head

One Mohrir for keeping the Regifter of Canoungoes may be continued, either receiving their 
Bills and Pauts, and collecting them when prefent Refooms, or whatever may be confidered as 
Hue. an adequate Penfion j but that all the Dues allotted

4th. Sherifta Amaunut and Mauzoolee, or Office for the Support of their Officers in the Diftrids may
o f Infpedion. be attached, and thofe Officers enrolled among the

It will be the Bufinefs o f this Office to examine and M onthly Servants o f each Cutcherry. Thus the G o-
adjuft all Accounts that may be referred to their Infpec- vernment will ftill reap the Benefit o f their Know- 
tion, particularly thofe o f difmiffed Officers o f the ledge and Experience in carrying on the Bufinefs,
Revenue and old Farmers. It will be efpecially ufe- whilft a confiderable Saving will be produced from 
ful irk affifting the Court o f Appeals in all Caufes which the Refumption o f the Dues they have hitherto re- 
come before them, relative to Exadions, Extortions, ceived.
or unjuft Demands, in the Colledion o f the Revenue. 9th, T h e  Nazir's Office.
The Officers required for it will be, T his Office confifts o f Peons employed in fummon-

One Sheriftadar; ing the Dependants o f  fiie Khalfa, in preffing Pay-
Three Mohrirs. ments and other like Services, and o f the other me-

5th. Zemeen N avdfee, or Regifter Office. nial Servants o f  the different Offices, who are finder
In this Office all Grants or Sunneds for Zemindarrees, the Inftrudion o f  the Nazir : T he neceffary Eftablilh- 

Talookdarrees, and other public Services, are to be menc will be, 
prepared, formed, and regiflered j and the Committee One N azir,
think it would be o f  much public U tility, if  all Trans- One N aib,
fers o f landed Property, Mortgages, & c. were in like Three Mhirdas,
Manner ordered to be regiftered here, within a limited Twenty-five Peons,
1 ime from the Date o f  the Deed, and deemed invalid Seven Dufterbunds, or Office Keepers,
without fuch Ratifications, unlefs it ihall be thought Five Feraflies,
ftiil more advifeable to eftabliffi an Office for this T w o  Ghereallies,
particular Purpofe, at the Cutcherry o f every Diftrift. Four Muffalhees.
T he Officers, required for keeping this Regiflry will Thefe to be paid Monthly W ages, inftead o f Fees,

which are to be abolifhed.
One Sheri(tadar, T h at the Accounts o f  all thefe Offices, as alfo
Tw o Mohrirs. thofe o f the Diftrifts, (hall be kept in the Bengal

• The Office of Oanongoc is of Royal Inftitution, of long Standing, and in many Places hereditary. It is frequently executed by a 
Deputy, though the Emoluments are enjoyed by Principals, who are generally Abfentees. In Tome Diftri&s it has been long abolifhed. 
i he Canongoes have ufually had the Care of the Sudder and Motfuful Records; and all Papers attefted by the Canongoe are received as 

authentic, and deciSyc in all Deputes relative to Lands, their Boundaries,, or Property of that Nature,
5 I^an-

* l
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Language, as being more exempt from Errors, Omiffions, which, with 1 90,000 Rupees per Annum granted to the 
and Inaccuracies, than the Accounts kept in Per/tan: Begum, and too,000 Rupees per Annum granted to

T hat the Regifter Office will, however, be an E x- Rajah Goordafs, make the 300,000 Rupees per Annum, 
ception from this Rule, the Papers o f which will conti- which the Court o f Direftors permitted them to allow 
nue to be kept in both Languages : to the Perfon appointed by them as Minifter o f the Go-

T h at there fhall be Three Keys o f  the Dewannee vernment, and Guardian o f the Nabob’s Minority.
Trcafury, One to be kept by the honourable the Pre- A nd  Y our Committee find> T h at the Committee o f 
fident, One by the fuperintending Member o f the Khalfa, Circuit being o f Opinion, that the written Engagements 
and One by the Roy R oyan : hitherto entered into by the Farmers o f Lands, have not

T hat the Dewannee Seal fhall be lodged with the been drawn up with fufficient Exadnefs and i ’recifion j 
fuperintending Member o f the Khalfa, and to be-affixed and having contidered this as the principal Source o f the 
to the Letters and Perwannas expedited by the R oy Oppreffions, which have been too frequently exerciled on 
R oyan; and that the R oy Royan fhall alfo fign to ail the Ryotts, they have fettled the Form o f the Aum ul- 
fuch Letters and Perwannas : nama, or Leafe, to be granted by Government, and o f

That a proper Houfe fhall be prepared for accommo- the Cabooleat, or Agreement, to be entered into by the 
dating allthefe Offices, and depofiting the old Records, Farmer, and ordered the fame to be made public at rhe 
to be known by the Appellation o f the Khalfa: Cutcheries : And for the Information o f the Houfe,

That another Houfe, adjacent i f  poffible to the Y our Committee have thought proper to annex to this 
Khalfa* fhall be prepared for the Office o f the Account- Report, Copies o f thefe1 Inftruments, N° 1. 
ant General o f the Dewannee: And Your Committee find, T hat the Committee o f

That the Col left ions o f Burdwan, Midnapcre, China- Circuit, for the like Purpofe o f preventing Oppreffions 
gong, and the Calcutta Pergunnahs, fhall "be compre- exercifed by the Farmers on the Ryotts, have fettled' the 
hended in this Plan o f General Superintendance ; their Form o f the Pottas or Leafes to be granted by the Farm- 
Remittances fhall be made to the Dewannee Trcafury ; ers to the Ryotts ; and for the Information o f the Houle, 
and their Accounts fhall be kept by the Accountant Ge- Y our Committee have added, in the Appendix to this 
neral, but in a Set o f feparate Books. Report, Copies of thefe I nftruments, N “ 2.

Revenue Department, Y o u r Committee have alfo added, in the Appendix to
Fort William, 3d November 1772. ; this Report, N° 3, Copy o f the Inftruftions, fettled by

Alexander Higgin/on, Secretary. the Commitcee o f Circuit, to be given, for the future,
to th e D u a n o f each Province or Diftrift ; which will 

And Y our Committee find, T hat, upon the 29th Day explain to the H oufe the Nature and Powers o f chat 
o f  Auguft 1772, the Governor and Council, in their Office.
feparate Department, concurring with the Committee o f  Y o u r Committee have alfo thought proper to add the 
Circuit, in the Propriety o f  the feveral Appointments fallowing Statement of the Revenues o f Bengal and Ba- 
above-mentioned, refolved to confirm them. bar, fimilar to that contained in their Fourth Report, for

And Y our Committee find, That the Prefident and the Y ear ending in April 1772 ; and alfo an Account o f  
Council have agreed to allow to Rajah Rajabulluh, as the Company's Bond Debt, at this Prefidency, when the 
Roy Royan o f  the Khalfa, 60,000 Rupees per Annum , laft Ship came away.
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S T.,A T  E o f  the B E N G A L  R E V E N U E S ,  Ihewing the Grofs Receipts of the refpedtive Revenues, and the Charges of Colleftion, &c. Charges from G j
 ̂ t«*

May 1771 to April 177 2 . being a Continuation of the. former Accounr.

. . - _ | - : I ' j ^

Grafs Revenues Charges col- Charges col- .  , Tributes, Sti- Nett Revenues, C o m m iffio n l M
m the Province, le&ing allowed Nett Balance Grofs n.; 6 • 1 . Jaghire to . ’ a 1 r c . . .  L_ „  u ,

as appears in the femindars to be received. Colleftions. Lord / n ”* ' ™  PBI,d the *“ “ “ * " “ **• ^
theBundoobuft. or Farmers. the Company. Allowances. Comnwffion. Revenues.
_____ ___________ _____________________________ _______________________________ _____ ______ __________________- __ _ cn

£ f t .  £.&.  £ .* . £ .ft . 0 -  £ • &  £•&.  £ f t .  £ .& , k a
Calcutta and Pergunnahs - —  —  —  161,076 29,737 29,096 —  102,243 —  —  j  ■
Burdwan - —  —  —  589,4 4 3  * '4 ,3 13  —  —  475>I3°  —  —  H i
Midnapore - —  —  —  H 4>553 5,250 —  —  I09>303 —  —  p£|
Chittagong - —  —  —  67,987 7,118 —  —  60,869 —  —
Muxadavad - - - 2,481,400 267,155 2,214,245 2,003,831 67,432 —  7a 9>°54 *>227,345 —  —
Bahar . . . .  —  —  573,571 SS7AS& 95>995 ”  ~  461,461 —  —  t*J

------------------- *-0
_  . 2,436,351 Q
Duties on Salt and Beetle N ut -  •  —  —  —  10,125 —  —

319,845 29,096 709,054 2,446,47 6 66,311 2,380,165 2

—  ____________________________________________________________________ :__________________________________________
§

By the laft Q uick Stock received from Bengal, dated ift November, 1772.

Debt at Intercft -  1,416,912.
________________ ^

n
o
3
3
f t *r~t

Eajx Indiai Houfe, Errors Excepted. tt>
24th April 1773. John Amis, ^

Afliftant Auditor o f Indian Accounts.
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Y o u r Committee were defirous o f  adding a General next Advices, when the Committee o f Revenue have 
State o f  Receipts and Difburfiements at this Prefidency, promifed to tranfm ita complete State o f this Bufinefs. 
to April 1772, but they found it impofiible to form the Your Committee have found, among the Papers 
fame, as the general Books o f thp Prefidency for that already arrived, important Information refpeding the 
Period are not yet tranfmitted- Judicatures of Bengal, befides what, is mentioned in' the

I he Proceedings o f the Committee o f Revenue, in foregoing Papers, which Information they have omitted 
order to form new Regulations for managing the Salt to bring down in this Report, as it will make a Ijart o f 
Trade, which are referred to in the foregoing Letter o f  a Report on the State o f  Judicature in that Country, 
the 3d o f November, are im perfed; and therefore Y our which they are now preparing, and which they intend to 
Committee have thought it right to omit bringing them lay before the Houfe without Delay, 
dow n in this Report, and to wait till the Receipt o f the'

„ *■
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318 1773. SIX TH  REPORT from the Committee o f Secrecy
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Aumulnama given to the Farmers o f  Nuddeah.

ift. r p H E  Pergunnah o f ----- -having been let to deferted and wafte Lands 5 and for fuch Portion o fJ[ you in Farm for the Term  o f Five Years, you Lands, as the Ryats voluntary undertake to cultivate, 
are to pay the M alguzzary at Kijfen Nagur, agreeably you are to give them Pottah on fatisfaftory Term s, agree- 
to the Rates o f the Pottah and Kiftbundy o f the able to which you are to receive their Rents.' T he 
Chucklah : Rents, o f fuch Grounds as are cultivated by Ryats with-

•idly. Y o u  are not to ufurp or take Poflfeffion o f any out any Pottah, you are to collect according to the 
Lands under the Denomination o f Chakaran, Ddwoler, Rates o f the Pergunnah. You are not to force the 
Bermoter, Mahateram, Khana, Barry, Chyrate, & c. ex- Jumma o f thofe who have deferted, upon the remaining 
clufive o f the original Revenue Land in the M ofufiel: Ryats:

3<Jly. W henever any Chakaran Lands are refumed, n th . Y o u  afe to let the Rates o f  the former M al- 
you are to pay the Maguzzary Upon them, including guzzary, and the Pottah for the prefent Year’s Cultiva­
t e  Batta : tion, be the Standard o f your Colle&ions from the

4thly. The Government having granted Remiffion o f Ryats ; Ihould it be known that you exaft more, you 
Bazy, Jumma, and Holdarry Morocha, you are to col- will not only have to repay the Ryats the Sums which 
le<5t no Impoiitions o f this Sort, nor o f Salammy, H oi- you have fo exacted, but alfo make a proportional 
darry, or Morocha, from theMofuITel: Forfeiture to Government 5 and if it is reprefented, that

5th)y. Y o u  are to give immediate Information o f hid- you a Second T im e are guilty o f any Oppreffion on the 
den W ealth, and o f Effe&s efcheatable to Government, Ryats, your Farms lhall then be made Khas, and you 
from a Defedt o f Heirs, as well as o f all Murders, fliall pay a Fine to Governm ent:
Thefts, and Robberies, which may be committed : 1 2th. You are to adjuft your Kiftbundy with the Ryats,

6th! Y ou  are to be conftantly watchful and circum- according to the Sea/on of the Harvejt, and not make un- 
fpetl with refpeft to the Chokies, and Lim its o f each timely Demands on them, to put them to an Expence of 
Divifion and Sub-divifion, and make a timely Report o f  Interejl:
every T hing that may occur: 13th. Y ou  are not to, levy any frelh T a x  o f M a \ c u n ,

7th. Y o u  are to make no new Grants o f Bermoter, M ahote , B a t t a , or Sood, from the Ryats :
& c. without a Sunnud from the Prefence; nor are you 14th. Y o u  are not to receive any Nazeer, or Selammy, 
to cut down Trees : or Parbanny, from the Ryats in the Mofujfef nor give any

8th. Should any Part o f the Bazee Zemin be left yourfdf to any Perfon: 
without legal Heirs to pofiefs it, and that it be clandef- 15th. T h e  Interest upon the Tucarry advanced to 
tinely held or enjoyed by another, you are to make a the Ryats in the Mufuflel, you will receive at the Rate 
Report o f the fame to the Prefence, in order to its o f  T w o  Rupees per Cent, per Month, and let the T u c-
being refumed. I f  any H eir fhould afterwards prove carry be repaid in Specie, not in Kind :
his T itle  to the Ground, you are to put him in P yffd - 16th. A  Mohreer having been appointed with 
Fion o f it, on his producing a frelh Sunnud for the you in Behalf o f the Government, you are to fuffer 
iaiftc : him to take comparative Accounts o f your Sherif-

9th. Upon all Lands cultivated by the Ryotts, in the tabund ; by no Means make any fecret or clars- 
M ofuftd, you are to collect the original Jumma of the deftine Colledions. Should thijs be proved, you
laft and foregoing Year, and the Aubuab which has been *only have to pay what you have fo fe-
eftabiilhed in the prefent. On no Account you are to .Ycted to the GovernmerV, but alio be fined pro­
demand more : \pardonably. Whatever ShVjftadar may be appoint-

10th. You are to encourage the Cultivation of all ed by the Government, he w ill'only take compara­
tive

V ' \  s’ •'
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five Account o f your Sheriftah ; he wiil have no give in a Huft.abood o f its then State, agreeably to the 
Concern in the Management o f the Bufinefs, or with Rates of the Pottah and Jum m i at which you took it ;  
the enforcing Regulations: you fhall even give an Account o f what Improvements

17th. If there are any outftanding Balances due- you have made in Cultivation: 
from'the Villages, you are to make an equitable A d- 21ft. You are to give the Kyats a Dachilla for 
juftment o f them, agreeable, to the Accounts, in the every Kift which they pay, and after clearing Accounts 
Prcfertce o f the Ryats, on the Spot. For the Balance with them at the End o f the Year, a Farcutry or A c- 
fo adjufted, you are to draw out a Kiilbundy, agreeably quittance:
to which, let it be paid : 22d. T h e  former Pottah* o f the Ryats having been

18th. For the Jumma at which you have taken difapprovcd, you are to colled them all from the Iiyats* 
your Farm you are to be refponfijble to Government, and tear them. A  new Form o f a Pottah has been 
Y o u  are to make no Complaints o f Inundations, D ry- eltablifhed at the Prefence, agreeable to which Form 
nefs of the Seafon, W afte Land, or o f Defertion all you are to diftribute Poctahs to every Ryot i 
Lofifes incurred by thefe Accidents will be your own. 23d. T o  refume the Subjed o f the 9th Article, rc- 
On the other Hand, if by promoting Cultivation and gardirfg the AfTeel, and the Abuab f  ; whatever Jum- 
Agrjculture, you can by any legal Means reap any rrta was formed in the Y ear i i y z i  by the Aflecl 
Advantage from your Farms, you have Nothing to and Abuab, and the Abuab, which agreeably to the 
pay to Government exclufive of the Malguzzary; thac Records o f the Suddeer, has been accumulated there- 
Advantage will be your o w n : ; on fince the Year 1173K ,. thoffc being conlolidated

19th. Should any o f  the Revenue Land be in- together, what Jumma they may now form, you 
croached upon by the River, on its being properly are to let that be the Standard o f your Collections; 
enquired into, and afcertained in the M ofuflel, you On no Account you mull; demand more, 
lhail be allowed a proportional Abatement for i t : If, T he Cabooleat, or Agreement, given by the Far- 
On the other Hand, the River leaves an Addition o f a mers o f Nuddeah, is exactly in the fame Term s with 
frefh Quantity o f Land which is cultivated, it fhall be the Aum ul Nama, mulatis mutandis. 
afcertained, and taken by Governm ent:

20th. Attending to the Prefervation and Profperity * keaife. , .  A/r ,„ n n  . , r t  Additional Tax, not the Afiux or Ground Rent,o f the Country, you lhail pay up the M alguzzary. I 6
Whenever you fhall relinquilh your Farm, you fhall J 1760."
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A P P E N D I X ,  N 1 ' 2 i

Pottah for Ryotty Land. Pottah for Pykafht Land;
T O R  the Jumma and Ground which you bold, in
A  the Village o f ------ in the Pergunnah o f --------a For the Jumma and Ground which you before held
Pottah for the prefent Year is now* made out, and given in the Village o f ------ in the Pergunnah o f  —-— »'a Pottah
you, containing the different Rates, as fpecified under- for the prefent Year is now made out, and given you, 
neath; which you are to pay, and not more. N o De- containing the different Rates, as fpecified underneath ; 
mand o f Mhatoote, Puncheek, or Dereenck, will be which you are to pay, and not a Cowrie more. N o 
made upon you. The Haldarry upon Marriages, and Demand o f Mhatoote, Puncheek, or Dereenck; will be 
Bazee Jumma o f the Sudder, have alfo been remitted ; made upon you. Whatever Land and Trees before be- 
thefe you will not have to pay. Whatever you was be- longed to you, you are to keep Pofleffiofi of, and, ex- * 
fore in PoiTeffion of, and the Ground, together with.the erting yourfelf in Cultivation, pay your Rents accord- 
Trees upon it, which before belonged to you,, that you ing to the Kiilbundy. For the Bengal Year 1179 . 
are now to keep poffeffion of, and, exerting yourfelf to- 
wards Cultivation, pay your Rent agreeable to the K ift-
bundy. For the Bengal Year x 179. . Rates o f the Pykafhtah,

Rates to be paid. Afful o f each Begah o f Pykafhtah Land, according
T he Aiful Jumma for each Begah o f Ryotty Land, to the Rates o f  the Pergunnah: 

according to the Rates o f the Pergunnah. Abuab according to che Rates o f  the Chucklah and
Abuab according to whatever may be the Rates o f  Pergunnah. 

the Chucklah and Pergunnah,

A P P E N D I X ,  N ' 3 ,

Inftrudions to Der Syng Roy, Duan o f  Nuddeah.

T °  Der Syng Roy Health.— Y ou having been appoint- 1 ft. A ll the Lands have been fkrmed out for the Term  
ed by the Committee, Dewan of the Pergunnah o f o f Five Years, commencing from the ift  o f Byfack 

Aukcrah, S ix. the Zemindary o f Maha Rajah Kijhen 1x79, eclual to the toth April 1772.
Qhund Behader, in Behalf o f the Company, the follow- adly. You having been appointed Dewan, you are, in 
>ng.Articles are laid down as Directions for your Con- Conjunction with me Collector, M r. Jacob Rider, to col- 
duft- led  the Kifts from the Farmers, agreeably to the Bundi-

V o l . I V ,  ' ^Uft
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buft. which h3s been concluded by. public Outcry, and mer, mull take an Account o f the daily Colledions, and 
remit them to the Sudder. You arc alio, both for the tranfmic his Accounts monthly to the Sudder Cutcherry,
Seem icy of the Revenue, and agreeable to the eftablifh- H e is however to have no Concern'w ith the Manage- 
ed Cuftom, to keep a feparace Account o f the Collec- meat o f the Bufinefs o f the Country, 
tions. And all Orders which may be ifilied into the n th . The Mutfuddies, or Servants o f the Collettor, nor 
M ofuffel, all Receips given to the ''farmers, and all A c- any of their Relations or Servdnts, are by no Means what- 
counts and Papers whatever, which may be tranfmitted ever allowed to hold a Farm, nor to be 'concerned with the 
to the Sudder you are to fign. Farmer, either as his Security or otherwife. Should it be

jd ly ,  T he Collector is not to circulate any Orders in the proved that any of them artfully conceal their own Names,
Mofuffel under his own Seal, but under the Dewanny Seal and hold a Farm under Cover of another, they jhall not only 
of the Company. T he Seal mu ft remain with him, and forfeit their Farm, but pay a Fine to Government, propor- 
according to the Cuftom and Mode o f  rranfading the tioned to the Jumma. No European whatever, either in 
Government’s Bufinefs, he will affix the Seal to all the his own Name, or in the Name of another, is allowed to 
Company’s Papers, and atteft them with his own Hand, hold a Farm.

' 4thly. No Sepoys, or Peons, & c. are to be fenl by the iath . No Mutfuddy, Aumil, or Servant of the Collector,
Collector, or yourfelf, into the Difribls of the Farmers, ex- nor any Perfon concerned in the Revenue, is allowed to lend 
cept when the Power of the Farmers is infuffident to enforce Money to any of the Zemindars, Talookdars, Izaradars, or 
JuJlice, or maintain the Peace of the Country; in which Ryotts ; nor are the Zemindars, Talookdars, or ,Farmers,
Cafe One Perfon may be fent with a tVriting under the to lend Money to the Ryotts. For the Purpofe of Cultiva- 
Comp any's Seal, and figned by the Collett or and yourfelf. tien, Tucavy is to be advanced to the Ryotts, at the Rate of 
And all Circumitances on which People have been fo Two Rupees per Cent. per Month Interef, which is to be 
fenr,, you are to regifter in the Adawlet. Proceedings, recovered in Specie, andnat in Kind.
Whenever it is rcquifue that any Perfon firould be fent 13th. In order to obviate the Necefjity of the Farmers 
for, it muft be done through the 1 zadar, by fending the borrowing Money to pay up the Rents, the Kijls in the Kifl- 
J'allub C hitcy to him, requiring him to iend the Perfon bundy are to be proportioned according to theSeafon of felling 

wanted r< » you. the Grain after the Iiarvefi, by which Means the Mal-
5th. The Izaradar are on no Account to demand more guzzary may be difcharged with Eafe. Agreeably to this 

from the Ryotts than what ip mentioned in their own Pott ah M ode, the Tojee is to be adj ufted, and the Rents re- 
and Cabaoleat, and in thePotlah of the Ryotts. Should it ceived from the Rvorts.
he proved that they havp received more, they mujl not only 14th.. A ll the Zcmhidary Chokies, excepting the fmailer 
refund what they have fo taken, but alfo pay dproportional Land Chokies, have been abolijhed, and only the Chok e ? of 
Fme to Government, i f  they are a fecond Time guilty of tbeNzam ul, Syer, Chunacolly, Mahol Pachonlerah, Bukjb 
any Oppreffion on the Ryotts, their Farms muft then be Bunder, and Shah Bunder, are to remain. 

forfeited; on this Occafion do you be watchful and cir- 15th. Such Farmers as are defirpus o f paying their 
cumfpeCi. Rems ac Calcutta, feparately from the Pergunnah, may

6cb. Agreeable to the Term s o f their Pottah and do it.
Kiftbundy, the Izaradars are to pay their Revenues. i6th. T he Adminiftration of Juflice is to be put upon 
Y o u  are not to demand more o f them. another Footing. At.the Cutcherry o f every Zillah,

7th. You are to levy no Aboab, or frejh M uthote of there ,wili be a Deragha, & c. appointed, before whom 
Mungun, Sood, & c. from the Ryotts. all Caufes are to be adj ufted and decreed ; filch Peribns

8th. No Nudzeers or Selammys are to be taken, either as are not Satisfied with their Decrees, may take a Copy 
by the Colledors or any other Gentleman, their Mut- . thereof, and be allowed an Appeal to Calcutta, where 
fuddles, or any other Servants o f the Government, nor their Caufc will undergo a Re-examination, 
by any Aumils, Zemindars, Izaradars, or any other De- 17th. Y o u  are to condud the Bufinefs with Integrity 
pendant. This Brattice has been entirely abolijhed\ and Fidelity, to give in the neceffary Papers at the End

9th. T h e  old Farmer is to fettle his Accounts with o f  the Year, according to Cuftom, and keep all Pro- 
the Ryotts on the Spot, in the Prefence o f the new Far- feffions fatisfied and contented with yonr good Condud'. 
mer, and for whatever Balances is outftanding the new W hatever Regulations may be hereafter iffbed, you 
Fanner is to be refponfible. are to be acquainted with by the Colledor, and tak-

10th. With every Farmer a Mohreer muft be appoint- ing a Tranftation o f them for yourfelf, carry them into 
ed in Behalf o f  the Government, who, as well as the Far- Execution.

*w *
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T h e  Committee o f Secrecy, “  appointed to enquire following Heads, into which the Subject feems natu- 
u into the State of the Eafi India Com pany; and rally to divide itfelf:
“  for that Purpofe "O liifpeft the Books and A c - „  T h e  State ()f the Country Judicatures> throogh- 
■ counts o f the Cud Company; and to report to the i>rov,in ceo f B as t,iey fubflfted u„ der

“  * e Houfe what they find material there,n, m A e  anci<;nt Conftituriof. o f the Country; or as
refpeft to the Debts, Credits, and hffee , o le they have been affeded or altered by the Influence 
Company, as alfo to the Management and prefent o f 'he c  or its Servants.
Situation o f  the Company s Affairs, together i d ,y T h t  Sl>̂  ' f  j udicaIgre exifting in the Settle-
with their Ob.ctvatlons thereupon. nient o f  , and in the Faftories and Diftrihks

H ,  , n «  1 . r 1 depending upon it, partly derived from thc Con-
A V I N G  in their laft Repot t laid before the ftitution o f the Country, and partly eftablifhed by

Houfe certain Regulations, concerning the R e- His M ajefty’s Charters o f Juftice.
venues, tranfm.tced by the laft Ships to the „  T q fclte w  the H oufe fuch Provifions as have

Court o f Directors, from the Prefiden. and Council or been made by Law, for the T ria l and Punilhment,
Fort William, which contained alfo fome Matter relative England) i f  Offences committed by the Com -
to the Adm.mftration o f ju lX e  in Bengal; an confi- pany’s Servants in Bengal; to fpecify in what In­
dering it as one o f the mod important Objects o their ftances thefe Provifions have been attempted to
Appointment, to report to the Houie an Account o be carried into Execution, with the Refult o f the
the State o f Judicature in that country, as the neceflary Proceedings j and to fubmit to the Confideration
Groundwork for eftablifhing proper Regulations for 0f  t'ne Houle fome Circumftances which appear
the future Admimftration o Juftice, they have endea- to YoUr Committee greatly tb obftruft the Efficacy
voured to collect the beft Information on that Subject; Gf  Remedy in England, as the L aw  on that
the Subftance o f  which they now fubmit to the Con- Subied ig nQW conftitufcd.
fideration o f the Houfe,

In this Enquiry, Y our Committee have not only Thefe feveral Heads appear to Y our Committee to 
perufed all the Papers in the Books and Correfpondence comprize every Point material for the Confideration o f 
o f the Company, which, as the Servants o f the Com - the Houfe upon this Subjeft.
pany informed them, contain any thing material on Under the firft o f thefe Heads, it feems to be a pro- 
this Subject, but have alfo called before them and exa- per and neceffary Introdu&ion, to explain, fo far as Your 
mined feveral Gentlemen, in whole Knowledge and E x- Committee have been able to learn, the ancient Stare o f 
perience they thought they might beft confide, in re- Judicature in that Country, during the Vigour o f the 
fpeft o f the T im e of their Refidence, and their Situa- M ogul Governm ent; and to trace the gradual Changes 
tions in Bengal. in the State o f Judicature, from the various Troubles

In laying before the Houfe the Refult o f this En- and Revolutions that have lately occurred in that Coun- 
quiry, Your Committee propofe toarrange it under the try: This will naturally lead the Confideration o f the 

Voi». IV . H oufe
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Houfe to its mod: important Objedt, the Alterations curred in informing Your Committee, That the Power 
which have been introduced into that Syftem, by the o f  the Government often interfered in the Proceeding's 
Influence or Authority o f  the Company, or ife Servants; o f the Courts o f Juftice ; that the genera! Couric o f
and, consequently, the prefent Situation of Judicature Application for Redrefs, againft any Proceedings o f the 
and Juft ice in Bengal. Courts o f Juliice, was to the Power of the Government,

In examining into the ancient Conftitution ofju d ica- efpecially where the Party found him felfin a Situation 
tore in Bengal, during the Vigour o f the Mogul Go- to expert its Favour and Protect io n ; and that the G o­
vernment, Your Committee chiefly enquired into the vernment, upon fuch Occafions, not only exercifed a 
following Points ;— the Names and Diftinftions o f the diferetionary Power over the Proceedings o f  the Courts,
Several Courts the Judges in each the Laws and but frequently gave fuch Remedy, or inflidted fuch 
Rules oy which they decided ;— under what Controulof Punifhment, as they thought proper, without the Inter- 
Appeal they lay ;— under what Influence by the Power pofuion o f any Judicature,
of trie G o v e r n m e n t a n d ,  laftly, the Purity or Cor- It. appears to Your Commitfct;, That the Want o f  
ruption that prevailed, as far as Your Committee have fubnrdinate Jurifdidtions in different Parts o f the Z e- 
been able to difeover, in the Adminiliration of Juliice mindjiry Diltridls, was attended, with much H ardlhipto 
in thefe Courts. the lower Clafs o f the People; that fuch o f them only

Y our Committee find, from the general Account as lived in the Neighbourhood o f the Seat o f Judicature 
given by the Gentlemen examined before them ; and could have Accefs to thele Tribunals, and that even to 
alfo from that contained in the Books and Correfpon- thele, the Expences attending Suits in the Courts were 
dence of the Company, that, according to the ancient almoft an entire Exclufion of the Poffibility o f attaining 
Conftitution o f  Bengal, the- Adminiliration o f Jullice, Juilice by L aw . That, on the other hand, the prin- 
both in the Capital, and in the fcveral Diftricls, was cipal Perfons in the fcvcral Diftridts could feldom be 
cliflributed into different Brioches of Judicature, for the brought under the Authority o f the Courrs, and when 
Exercife o f Criminal, C ivil, Religious, and Revenue they fubmitted to them, were able to defeat their Juflice 
Jurifdidtion. by means o f their Influence with Gover n ment.

T he Criminal Court, in every Difhidl, was generally Y our Committee found it the general Scnfe o f all the 
known by the Name o f the PhouftWy : 'The Zemindar, Accounts they have received refpedling thefe Courrs, 
or Rajah o f the Diftridt, was the Judge in this C o u rt: T hat the Adminiftration o f Juilice, during the V igour
Hir, Jurifdidtion. extended to all Criminal Cafes ; but it o f  the ancient Conftitution, was liable to great Abufe 
appears to Your Committee, that in fuch as were o f a and Oppreflion; that the Judges generally lay under the 
capital Nature, the Sentence was not to be executed It.hem ce of Interell, and often under that o f  Corrup- 
until a Report o f the Cafe was made to the Govern- lion; and that the Interpolation o f Government, from 
inent at Moorfhedabad* and their Orders received upon M f v t s  o f Favour or Dilpleafure, was another frequent 

' it. T h e  Proceedings in this Court were fummary : C au feo f the Perverfion o f  Juftice.
. T he moft frequent Mode o f Puniibment, particularly One material Circumftance, that muft have greatly 

where the accufed was a Man o f Wealth, was by Fine ; ter.Jecf to encourage the Abufe of this Judicature in thefe 
and every Fine, impofed by Authority o f  ffie Court, Courts, appears tp Your Committee to have been the 
was a Perquisite o f the Zemindar himfdlj by virtue Vv ..r: o f any judicial Regifter o f their Proceedings; fo 
of his Tenure o f the Lands the natural FiiFedls o f that there could not exift any authentic Document o f 
this Circumftance, upon the fair Adminiftration o fC ii-  their Proceedings, to be the Subjcdl of Review by any 
minal Juft ice, appear to Your Committee to have been luperior Authority.
feverdy relr? under the ancient Conftitution o(  Bengal, C;ufes; refpedling Religion appear to haye .been diftirv

T h e  Court o f  Civil Jurifdidtion, in every D iilrid , guiffied from the ordjnary Courle o f  Judicature; Qyef- 
was generally known by the Name o f  the Adawlat: tions o f this Nature were not truftpd to the Judgment or
T h e Ztfmi'K.Ur, or Rajah o f the Province, was the Judge pifererion o f  the temporal Judges ; io every fucli Cafe, 
aifo in this Court.: Its Judicature extended to all Caufes the Judge before whom fh e 'C ^ M o ’n depended was 
between -Party and Party : T he Judge, as a Perquifue obliged to call in the Affiftance o f the Cazce. o f  .the J?if- 
o f  his Office, was entitled to a Chout, or Share, o f  tricl, and even to fubm.it to his Authority in the Decifton 
whatever was recovered in his Court, which, as Your o f the Cauffe: And Your Committee find, That the 
Committee have been informed, amounted to a Fourth Gcntoo Subje&s enjoyed a firailar Privilege with tefjjeift 
or Fifth o f  the whole Value. to all Cafes o f a religious Nature, in which Perfons o f

It appears to Y our Committee, That this exrracrdi- that Perfuafion were Parties; for that, in every fuch 
nary Circumftance in the Coniliti. uou o f  that judicature, Cafe, it was neceffary that die temporal jud ge Ihould be 
greatly affedted the Confidence of the. People in its Juf- alfifted by a Bramin o f the Call, particularly where the 
•rice:— that Parries were very rdtidant" to refort to this Caufe was of fuch a Nature as might be attended with 
T ribunal; and that hence it has long been a prevailing tile Confequecice o f Forfeiture o f Caft,
Pradtice in Bengal, to refer Matters o f  Controverfy to Your Committee find, That all Caufes rcfpedtipg the 
Arbitrators chofen by the Parties. Revenue, or the Rents o f the Lands, were under the

It appears to Y our Committee, T hat thefe Judica- Cognizance o f a peculiar Court in every DUlridt : It 
tures were not guided by any regular Syftem of Law  ; appears. That formerly the Zemindar or Rajah held the 
that the Khoran was the only. Code, audits Commen- Authority of this Judicature alfo; but M r. Sykes in- 
rators the only Authorities,' allowed in that Country ; formed Y cur Committee, That, for feme Years before 
that where thele afforded no Rule o f Decifion, the the Acquifition of the Dewann.ee, this Jurifdiction o f the 
Cuftoms and Ufage of the Country, i f  applicable to Zemindar had gone into Difufe, and had fince been ex- 
the Cafe, were the proper Guide; but that the Rijles ercifed by the Naib Duan', appointed in every Diftridt 
derived from thejfe Sources were in general very loofe by the principal .Duan at Moorpedabacl ;> thatthis Officer 
4np uncertain; and that the neceilary Confequence o f fo decided iq all Caufes o f Revenue; but that Appeal lay 
imperfect a. Syftem o f Law, rendered the Exercife o f from his Decifions to the principal Duan. 
criminal andci/il judicature in Bengal, in a great M ea- W ith reipeeft to the Courts eftablifaed at the Capital, 
fure dilcretionary. Y our Committee apprehend, That they could not pre-

T h e  WitndTes examined by Your Committee did lent to the Houle any Account fofitisfaetory, as that 
not entirely agree, with reljpedt to the Right of Appeal which is contained in a Letter lately recei ved by the 
from the Provincial Courts o f  Phoufdary and Adawlat Court o f Directors from the Governor and Council at 
to the rdpedtive Courts o f  the fame Nature at the Ca- Fort William, dated the 3d o f November 'v y ji ; qnd 
pitai; but moft o f the Gentlemen informed Your Com - Your Committee have in lined an Extradt thereof fo 
rftitree, That fuch Appeal certainly lay : They all con- far as it relates to the Subjedt of die Adminiliration o f

* Ju flier,
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Juft ice, together with the Plan therein propofed for that Debtor, It being much the Difpofition o f  the Govern- 
P urpofe; being o f Opinion that it contains Materials o f ment to give all poflible Encouragement to the Euro­
great Importance, and deferving the ferious Confider- peans, from whofe Commerce their Country then de- 
ation o f the Houfe.— Upon the prefent Subject o f the rived fuch confiderable Advantages :* In Cafes where it 
Courts eftablifhed by the ancient Conftitution at the was not thought prudent to proceed in this Manner, the 
Capital o f this Province, Y our Committee think it pro- only Remedy was by Application to the Government: 
per to abftraCt very Ihortly the principal Subftance o f  But Your Committee were informed,That there was fel- 
the Account given at large o f thefe Courts, in the Letter dom O ccafionto make uf^ o f either of thefe W ays to 
o f the (Committee o f Circuit to the Council o f Fort TVil- compel Payment o f any Debt to the Company or its 
liam, tranfmitted in the above-mentioned Letter to the Servants; for that the Perfons dealing with them reaped 
Court o f DireClors: fo much Benefit from that Connexion, that there fcldom

According to that Letter the Courts are as follow : arole any Dilpute between them.
ift .— T he Nazim , as fuprcme Magiftrate, prefides Y our Committee were further informed, That the 

perfonally in the Trials o f  capital Offenders, and French and Dutch exercifed the fame Privilege o f feizing 
holds a Court every Sunday, called the Roy their Debtors, and had even continued the Pra&ice after 
A daw lat: —  Crimes not capital are tried before the Company's Acquifition o f theDewannee. 
the Phoufdar, but reported to the Nazim for hifc Your Committee find, by the Secret Confultations 
Judgment and Sentence. * lately received by the Eapwing, T hat this PraClice hav-

2dly.— T he Duan is the proper Judge o f all Caufe3 ing been lately prohibited by the Prefident and Council, 
relating ro real Eftates, or Property in Lands, the French, in very ftrong Term s, remonftrared againft ’ 
but feidom exercifes this Authority in Perfont this Order, as a Violation o f  a Right which they had 
T he Darogo Adawlat Devyannee, or Deputy o f  always held and exercifed under the Country Govern- 
thefDuan, exercifts this JurifdiClion. ment; but that the Prefident and Council denied this

3dly-— The Darogo Adawlat al Aalea is the Judge Pretenfion, and infifted that the French fhould have 
o f  all Cafes o f Property, except thofe which Recourfe to the Courts of Jufiice to compel Payment o f 
refpeCl Land and Inheritance; and alio takes their Debts : But Your Committee do not find that this 
Cognizance o f Quarrels, Frays, and abufive Difpute had been brought to a Conclufion.
Names. Your Committee having laid before the Houfe this

4thly.— T he Cazec is the Judge in all Claims o f fuccinCt View o f the ancient State o f  Judicature in Ben-
Inheritance or Succeffion, ailifted by the M uf- gal, now proceed to ftate the Refult of their Enquiry, 
tee, who is the Expounder o f the L a w ; and with refpeCl ro the Alterations it has undergone fince the 
alfo by the Mohtefib, a Magiftrate whole inline- Decline o f the M ogul Government, and the Introduction 
diate Duty is to fuperintend the Weights and o f the Company’s Influence in Bengal.
Meafures, and other Matters o f Police: T h e  M r. Sykes (who from the T im e o f  his Refidence and 
Manner of proceeding in the Cazee’s Court is, his different Situations in Bengal had the belt O pportu- 
that after hearing the Caufe, the Muftee writes nities o f  Information on this Subject) informed Y our 
the Fettwa or Law applicable to it, and the C a- Committee, That, in his Opinion, during the firft Period 
zee pronounces Judgment accordingly, unlefs o f Meer JaJfiefs Government, although he had been 
be or the Mohtefib difapproves o f the Fettwa; railed to the Naboblbip by the Power and Influence o f 
in which Cafe the Caule is referred to the Nazim , thcEnglilh, the Adminillration o f Juftice continued in 
who fummons the lilafs or General Affem bly, its former Courfe, without any Interruption or Altera- 
confiding o f the Cazee, Muftee, Mohtefib, the tion from that Power, which had made the Revolution :
Darogos o f the Adawlat, the Monlavies, and all T hat, during the Government o f Cojtm Ally Cawn, the 
the learned in the Law, to meet and decide upon Englilh Influence began to operate, not only in confe- 
it, whofe Decifion is final. quence o f tile Revolution itlelf, accomplilhed by their

Such appears to Your Committee to have been the Power, but beeaufe from that Tim e many Englilh, with 
Syftem of Judicature, eftablifhed by the ancient Con- or without the Confirm o f the Prefidency, difperfed 
ftitution o f Bengal; but Y our Committee cannot con- themfelves over theCoutftry, and engaged in its interior 
elude this Part o f the SubjeCt without obferving, T hat, Commerce, which often led them .to interfere with the 
fo far as they are able to judge from all the Information Judicature and Government o f the Country (in which 
laid before them, the Subjeds o f the M ogul Empire in his Evidence is much confirmed, by* leveral Letters, 
that Province derived little ProteClion or Security from printed from the Country Correlpondence, in the Ap- 
any of thefe Courts ; and that in general, though Forms pendix to the T hird Report o f the Committee appointed 
o f Judicature were eftablifhed and preferved, the defpotic to enquire into the Nature, State, and Condition, o f the 
Principles o f the Government rendered them the Inftru- Eajl India Company, and of rhe Bricilh Affairs in the 
ments of Power rather than o f Juftice, not only unavail- Eajl Indies ; and which are to be found in the Appendix 
ing to proteef rhe People, but often rhe Means o f the to that Report, N °2 3, 24, 27, 32, 37) that befidcs, 
moft grievous Opprelfions, under the Cloak of the jud i- Coffim s Attention was lb much turned to the Increale o f 
cial Character, his Revenue, that he gave very little Regard to the

Your Committed having enquired in what Manner Adminillration o f Juftice, or to the Maintenance o f  that
the Englilh Company or its Servants ufed to proceed, Part o f his Authority again ft the Encroachments o f the 
during the ancient Government, to compel Payment o f Englifn Subjefcs refiding in his Territories, further than 
their Debts from any o f  the Natives not refiding un- was neceffary for fecuring the Collection o f his Re- 
der the Britilh Flag, they were informed by leveral o f venues.
the Witneffes, that, where the Debtor was a.Pcrfon de- T he Third Revolution made by the Englilh, in reftor- 
pendant on, or connected with, the Company in the ing Meer Jajfer, necefiarily added to their Power and 
Courfe o f Commerce, and refiding (as thefe Perfons Influence in the whole Adminillration o f Government in 
generally did) in the Neighbourhood o f any o f the Bengal, and o f  courfe rendered the Adminillration o f  
Company’s Settlements, the general Practice was to Juftice in the Judicatures o f the Country very liable to 
lay hold o f his Perfon by their own Authority, with- be fwayed or influenced by any Servant o f the Company, 
out applying to any Court or Officer of the Govern- whofe Situation gave him an Opportunity, and whofe 
m e n t: That they fometimes ventured to exercife the Intereft afforded him Incitement, to interfere in any o f 
fame Right, even where the Debtor did not fall under their judicial Proceedings.
that Defcription; but that this was an Abufe, though Mr. Keir informed Y our Committee, T hat fince the 
generally overlooked by the Governm ent: That, in the Eftablilhment o f  the Englilh Power in Bengal, on its 
former Cafe, the Government tacitly allowed and coun- prefent Footing, the Banyans o f  Englilh Gentlemen, 
tenanced the Practice o f feizing and detaining the wherever they refide, entirely govern the Courts o f Ju-

V o  l . IV . 4 O  dicature,
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gifi 1773. SEVEN TH  REPORT from the Committee Secrecy
dtcature, and that they even frequently fit as Judges in before the Acquifition o f the Dewannee, it had been 
thefe Courts. - ,-.oo • . • . found by Experience, that it was very pofiible to main -

M r. Jekyl, upon the fame S-ubjett, faid, That whilft he tain the Forms o f the ancient Country Judicatures, and 
' *vas at Patna in 17 7 1, theMdVibers o f the Company’s at the fame T im e corre& many Abufes which had crept 

C ouncil fat alternately in the Revenue Court at that into the Adminiftration o f  Juftice; for that the Corn- 
Place, together'with the Rajah. pany had followed this Plan, anti fee a its Efficacy in
- But though thefe fucceffive Revolutions, entirely at- thofe Provinces which had been ceded to them in the 
ebmplifhed by the Englifii Power in Bengal, necefiarily Year 1760, by GoJJim Ally Gown; and that therefore the 
rendered their Influence very operative in the Affairs o f Seled Committee at Calcutta had refolved to purfue the 
the Governm ent; and although it appears to Your lame Courfe, with refpedt to all the other Provinces,
Committee, from the Perufal o f feveral Letters, printed upon the Acquifition o f the Dewannee.

, in the Appendix to the before-mentioned Report o f the Such is the Account that the above-mentioned Ser- 
Commictee appointed to enquire into the Nature,. State, vants o f the Company have given Your Committee, o f  
and Condition, o f the Eajl M ia  Company, and o f the the. various Steps they have taken in their refpe&ivc D e- 
Britifh Affairs in the Eajl M ies, that the Gomaftahs o f  payments ; but it does not appear to Y our Committee 
the Servants o f the Company frequently affumed to what Effedls may have thence refuhed towards the better 
rhcmfelves the Exercife of Judicature; yet it does not Adminiftration o f Juftice.'
appear that any Alteration in the legal Conftitution o f Y our Committee will now ftate the Subftance offome 
the Judicatures of the Country was made before the o f the moft material Letters that paffed between the 
Acquificion o f the Dewannee. Court o f  Direftors, the Prefidency at Fort William, the

But Your Committee find, That firtce the Acquifition Council o f Revenue at Moorjbedabadthe Naib D uan, 
o f  the Dewannee, ionic Alterations have been made* and and the Super vi for s o f the feveral Diftri&s, on the Sub- 
a Variety of Regulations prcpoled, refpe&ing the A d- je<ft o f the propofed Regulations in the Adminiftration 
miniftration o f Juftice but as to the Efi'ed, Y our Com - o f Juftice, together with fome o f the Reports made by 
mittee are not able to give the Houfe any fatisfadory thefe Gentlemen to the Refident at the Durbar, refped- 
Information. ing particular Cafes occurring in their refpedive Dif-

Mr. Sykes, who was appointed Refident at the Durbar tridis, following the Order o f the Dates, 
in O dober 1765, informed Y our Committee,That imme- In a General Letter to the Seled Committee at Ben- 
tilately upon entering into tliat Office, he applied to the gal, 16th March 1768, the Court o f Directors lecom- 
Government for the Eftablifhmenc o f fome new Courts mends to them, “  to endeavour to introduce Laws of 
o f Judicature, but without propofing any Alterations in “  Inheritance, and as near as pofiible to the Spirit of 
thofe already eftablifhed ; that having obferved that the “  the Laws o f  this Country ; particularly, to endeavour 
poor Inhabitants w ere, in general, unable to obtain “  to abolifh the Power of feizing the Effeds of thofe 
Juftice in the ancient Courts, he recommended to the “  who die without Children; and to introduce the Right 
Miniftersat Moorjbedabad to eftablifh there, and in each “  o f bequeathing by W i l l ; referring to their Judgment 
o f the Provinces, a Court for the Decifion o f all Caufes, “  how far this could be done, confident with the Claims 
not exceeding the Value o f 500 Rupees; that this was “  o f the Rajahs and Landholders, and the eftablifhed’ 
accordingly carried into Execution ; t he Court at Moor- “  Cuftorns o f the Country. ’
Jbedabad confuting o f Twelve Perfons o f the belt Cha- . Y our Committee find, That in the following Year 
rader, appointed by the Adminiftration, with adequate fuperintending Cornrriifiioners were appointed to the 
Salaries and the Provincial Courts conftituted in the feveral D iftrids o f the Province, not only to watch 
fame Manner, but confiding only of Six Judges ; that oyer the adual Adminiftration o f Juftice in the Courts, 
all thefe Judges were bound by the moft folemn Oath to but alfb to enquire into all the D efeds and Abules in 
adminilter juflice  uprightly, and not to receive, diredly their Conftitution or Pradice, and to leport their Ob- 
or indiredly, any Emolument whatlbevcr, befidc their fervations thereon.
Salary, in the Exercife o f  their judicial Fundion; that 1 he Inftrudions of the Prefident and Council, com- 
they fat by Rotation, Three at a Tim e, and Appeal lay municated by the Refident at the Durbar, to the Supei- 
from thefeCourts- in the Provinces to that at Moorjhe- vifors o f the feveral Diftrids, after obferving the De- 
dabad gree Corruption to which the Courts o f Judicature

Mr*. Baber informed Your Committee, That.he found were degenerated, and particularly die mifohievous
fuch a Court exlfting at the Tim e o f his Appointment Confequences o f allowing arbitrary tines, and the Com-
to be Refident at the Durbar, in January 1 769;  but promife o f Offences, d i r e c t  the Supervifors “ to check 
Y our Committee cannot help obferving, that no Notice “  every fuch Compofition, and in Macters of Property
is taken, in the Difpatches lately received from the Pre- “  to recommend Arbitration as much as poffibie; and
'fident and Council at Fort William, o f any Court now “  to inculcate into the Minds of the People, that their 
exifting at Moorjbedabad, which was eftablifhed fincethe “  only O bjed is to provide for their Relief and H ap-.
Acquifition o f the Dewannee. “  pinefs > —  that in capital Cafes the Sentence ftaouid

M r. Sykes added, T h at, during the T im e o f his con- “ be referred to the Refident at toe Durbar, anu by 
tinning Refident at the Durbar, no other Alteration was “  him to the Minjfter, to approve or mitigate it, 
made, Vefpeding the Courts o f Judicature; for that it “ according to the Nature of die Calc ; —  th s tth e y  
had been determined and d;reded by the Company, that “  iliould eftablifh Regiftcrs of all Caufes and Deter- 
whilft they made needfary Reformations, they flvould “  ruinations, to be lodged in the principal Cutcfterry of 
adhere as much as poffibie to the Forms o f the eftablifhed “  the Province, and that an authenticated Copy be 
Government. / “  tranfmitted to Moorjbedabad; —  that they endeavour

M r. Becker, who fucceeded M r. Sykes in January “  to reform.all the Corruptions which have encroached 
1769, as Refident at the.Durbar, informed Your Com- “  on the primitive Rights of the Mahommedans and 
mittee, T hat he allotted One Day in every W eek to in- “  Hindoos, particularly in refpect o f the arbitrary .m* 
jpedt the Proceedings of the Supreme Courts at Moor- “  pofitions of Fines ; —  that all Perfons claiming any 
(hedabad-,. he added, That, as Refident at the Durbar, “ judicial or religious Authority fhouid be fummoned 
he poffelfed a very extenfive Authority, but that he could “  to produce their Sunnods, and that Kegiiters 0 t ele 
fafely aver hehad always uied it to promote juftice, and “  Sunnods be kept, in order to prevent any bom exer- 
proiedt the Natives from Injury. “  cifing a judicial, becaufe a lucrative bundipn, who

M r. Vereljl, whorefided, for fome Years, as the prin- “  is not appointed by Government, if a Mahometan, 
cipal Servant o f the Company, in the Provinces o f  “  or eleded by his Call, if a Ilinaoo ; that me Por- 
Chittarng and Bur divan (ceded by CoJJm Ally Cawn) “  feiture o f Caft fhouid never be inflicted in any (..ale 
before lie became Prefident o f  Bengal, in his Evidence “  but by Sentence of the Bramm, in  ̂ regular i roeds, 
upon this Subject obfervtd to Your Committee, T h at, «* and upon clear Proof of the O ffence; but that, as



** the Policy o f the Mahometan Government had pro- {t incompatible with Equity and the natural Laws o f 
tc vided, that where a Hindoo has legally forfeited his w Society.”
“  C all, he cannot be reftored to it without the Sanction , . , ,
“  o f the Government j .hat this Principle Ihould be . .° ® ? ber, '7 7  having been
« kept up, as a direft Affertion of the Subordination by the Gendemen appomted to rehde at JldisrA-
“  o f  the Hindoos, who are a very conf.demble Majority “  a 9 .ou" c' ‘ ?f  C ™ ™ '-  O f'1" " *  “  ,a “ " " f
, c o f  the Subiefts ”  J 3 to the Council, defipng Directions in his Conduct in the

T he Court of Direttors alfo fent out Orders to thefe AdminiBratitm o f  JuBice: This Being tranfmitted to 
Commiffioners, dated t 5th September ,76 9 , d o t t in g , P '< -M «cy, the PreBdent and Cotmetl gave rr as
“  T hat they Ihould make Britt and fpeedy Enquiry ‘ hclr Opinion, that the Adm.mftration o f  Jufl.ce ihould 
“  into the Proceedings of the Courts o f Jufliee through- ! f  « rm n u ed o n  the t o e F o ^ o j  as former Iv, but that 
■ ■  out their Settlements, and that if  any extraordinary ^ C o u n c il  o f  Comroul Ihould m.erpoft a ,there Ihould 
“  Powers have interfered to interrupt the Courfe and be O ccahon; adding, that every T ran M ,o n  relative

“  AdminiBration o f Juflice, they Ihould, without De- » the , ttW ’r  ,” 1 1  C0” e I  T ,
«  lav, corrett all fuch A bu fes,  and in particular dirett- ? ° “ " C ~  9 “ « |,1“ f f onfroul *«r«m oo k d W red . 
■ < mg, that they Ihould procure the entire Abolition o f  f hat ‘ 1 f  ™ " al> C a fe  darotlgho.lt the Provinces,
“  the ancient Colton. o f withholding, under the Name ‘ he 1  r' als th° u“  b\  tl? " r,n,tttd1 “  tl,em> | or th' ,r
“  o f th o u t, a large Share o f all the Property recovered Approbation, before the Sentence be e x e c u t e d h a t
-  in the Courts; and that i f  they Ihould find the efta- j “  Caufes relative to Property m Land, and to the
“  blilhed Courts fo imperfettly conflituted, as not to be £ evenue' ? ,al1 £ e “ *? ,h= C ? ? ” tr>'

adequate to the right AdminiBration o f  JuBice, they C ^ urtSi-thM  T w o  Courts Ihould be eflabhfhed by
“  Ihould apply to the Government, and obtain Fir- the Council o f  Controul, conflBingof all the M em -
“  mauns for eretting fuch new Judicatures as Ihould * f "  o f 'h 'C o u n c il, to revile the Proceedings o f  the 
“  appear molt adequate to that Purpofo.”  , Coumr>'t o u m ' an<1 finall>' to d' tCTm,nc 'hereon.”

Y o u r Committee find, That thefe Commifiioners w. u „  , r s „  .
accordingly a {Turned and exercifed the Right o f fuper- February 17 7 1. Letter from t.ie ,-iipervifor o f

^intending and reviewing thfe Proceedings o f the Courts RajtJhaby.
o f Juftice, in their feveral ,Diftrit£ls ; that where any This Letter ftates, as one o f the greateft Grievances 
Cafe o f Difficulty or peculiar Importance occurred, in the Adminiftration o f Juftice, the Venality and 
they reported a State o f the Proceedings to the Rcfident Oppreflion o f  the Cazecs, who, fince the Company’s 
at Moorjhedabad, in order that he mighc lay it before the Acceftlon, had invented a Variety o f  new Taxes upon 
Government, and return fuch Orders as the Nabob, or the Ryotts, and eftabliihed a Mode o f Cornpromife for 
his Minifters with his Approbation, Ihould direft. This criminal Offences.
Praftice accordingly has prevailed throughout Bengal, ,
and appears to your Committee to be the ftrongeft February 1 7 7 1 .— Inftruftions to the Cazees by the Su- 
Evidence o f the abfolute Sway and Controul to which pervilor o f  Rajejhahy.
the whole Adminiftration o f  Government, and partial- „ V  . . . . .
Jarly the Courts o f Juftice, have Submitted, fince the T, 1 heff  fer with obfervftjg, that the
Company’s Acceftlon to the Dewannee. Ryojrs u a  atC f  ^ecn. exP°7  ̂ to fbe greateft Opprel-

In a Letter from the Seleft Committee at Fort William, Poa> " ona. } ^ C a p a city  andMai-adminiftration o f the 
dated the 30th September 1769, in anfwer to a Letter p fficcrsu fJr'm cejan d th erefo reeftab h fficcitain R egu - 
from the Direftors, dated 1 ith November 1768, defiring a.t,.°” s ‘or cbeir C onduftj lome of the principal o f 
to be informed, Whether there lay anv Appeal from which are as follows : I hat they hold no Court but in
the T w o  Courts at Dacca, the Committee fay, “ That  t K  public Cutcherry; mat they tranimit M onthly to 
“  thefe Courts are held on rhe fame Footing as others } 1C -upervilors an exact RegUucr of all their Proceed- 
“  in the different Parts o f the Country, and that A p- nê r any Compofition for
11 peals are frequently made from them to the Nabob, t ie ^ ;ue ° ‘ Fees be (luck up, at-
“  and to the Rcfident at the Durbar, who make proper ^  r ^ e,nlriC'ar> °n the W all of the Cutcherry,

Enquiry into, and decide ultimately, the Caufes Jo in C Language j— that the Peon
“  brotioht before them.*’ ‘ apprehending a Prifoner fhall not take above T w o  A n -
' * , r has per D ay, btfides V iftu a ls; and that, where the Per-

Auguft 1770*— Letter from the Supervisor at Kattore, fon fun?m° ^ d S 'Vf g °°» Securic-V for his Appear- 
to the Refident at the Durbar. ance, they fhould not keep Peons upon his Perfon;~

that if any Englifh Gomaftah takes upon him to fend

In this Letter the Supervifor communicates to the 1>eo,ns ! nd. J j in Pr;foncr8» °,r ?nX infrri7  9 fficcrs ex* 
Refident an Account o f the Trial o f a Woman before ^ctfe Junldiftions beyond their own Precm ft, they
the criminal Court o f Bbittoreab. attended bv the Pro- fh° uld Stcf srtol Pat a StoP t0 & &  unwar­
per Officers o f the Mahometan and Gentoo Relimonsj ran . e. ia ‘̂ !ccs,t a" t 1 tn( ,c u“  not Prove effeftual> 
upon a Charge o f the Murder o f a Woman, and the tD glVC lir*inediatc Information to the Supervifor.
Deftruftion o f  a Child with which fiie was pregnant, by
giving her Medicines to procure an Abortion, and ufing  ̂ e :,iJiarir *77 ^ “ "Fetter o f M n Ducarel, Supervifor o f 
the moft barbarous Means in extracting the Foetus : H e f  urnea, to the Chief and Council of Revenue.
mentions, that this Trial was held publicly in his Pre- This Letter contains a Report to the Council o f
fence that the F aft was clearly proved by different Three criminal Trials} One for the Murder o f a Child, 
Witneffes upon Oath, and that the Court deemed her in which Sentence o f Death had been paffed, waiting 
deferving capital Punifhm cnt; but that they heficated only for the proper Approbation to be put in Execution; 
to pronounce that Sentence, from a fcrupulous Regard and T w o  other Cafes o f  Theft and Robbery, for 
to the Striftnefs o f the Mahometan Law, which requires which, by the Mahometan Law, the Criminals were 
the Atteftation o f  a certain Number o f Eye Witneffes, condemned to have One Hand and One Foot cut off 
and thole of the Muffulman Faith, to fanftify a Sentence propofing, that in lieu o f that Punifhmcnt, in thefb 
o f Death, even for Murder, and with the cleareft E v i-  and fimilar Cafes, the Criminals fhould be Vent to the 
dence of the F aft.— “  It therefore refts (continues the public W orks.— T h e Anfwer irom the Council ftates, 

i-etter) with you and the Minifter o f the Nabob, to that theultimate Decifion in criminal Cafes refts entirely 
determine whether or not it may be allowable to fet with the N aib Subah, who returns his Sentence to the 
afide thefe Obftacles to the Execution o f a Punifh- Officers o f the A daw lat; adding, that Ihould the Order 

“  w” ,ch is ^ b id d en  only by a religious Partiality, o f  the Prefident and Council, with refpeft to the Dif- 
L0̂ ,, 1V l tinftion

on the State o f  the E a s t  I n d i a  C o m p a n y . . 32,7
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tindion to be obferved between the Dewannee and the impofe arbitrary F in es:— T hat the Sunmids appointing 
N izam ut, admit o f the Council’s interpofing in criminal the Judges be regiftered in Form ; and that a Record 
Cafes, they fhould then take into Confideration the be made o f  all Sentences in the Courts, one Copy to be 
Propriety o f the propofed Deviations fiom the Rules o f kept in the Cutcherry, and the other tranfmitted to 
the Mahometan Law. Moorjhedabad-,— that they endeavour to encourage the

Natives to refer their Differences as much as pofiible to 
March 177*. —  Letter o f M r. Rous, Supervifor Arbitration;— that they endeavour alfo to perfuade the 

o f  Rajejhahy, to the Chief and Council o f Government to confent to the Abolition of the Chout,
Revenue. exafited by the Courts in Cafes o f Arbitration.

tn this U tte r  he tranfmits the Proceedings o f  T w o  June 17 7 1;— Letter o f the Prefident and Council to the 
T rials for different Murders. W ith refpeft to one o f Council of Revenue,
them, he only mentions that the Perfon accufed had
been condemned to die, and that Tw o Perfons included “  Although we wiffi to interfere as little as pofiible 
in the Charge were acquitted: T hat the other was the “  with the Bufinefs that appertains to the Nizam ut,
T rial o f a Father for the Murder o f his Daughter, an “  and eftablifhed by long Ufag'e in the Country, yet,
Infant o f Six Months old, by cleaving its Head afun- “  as we are defirous o f  checking the arbitrary Proceed- 
der; that the Eadt was proved according to the Forms “  ings o f the Moorifti Courts o f Juftice, from a D uty 
o f  the Mahometan L aw , by his own Confeflion, excuf- “  we owe to the Happinefs and Security o f the Inhabi- 
ing it as done in a Fit o f  Defpair, op account o f feme tants, we muff therefore defire that you will give the 
Delay in the Ceremony o f his intended Marriage;. T h at “  ftridteft Attention to prevent Injuftiee, as much as 
by the Authority of one Faffage in the Khoran, this «* pofiible, by your Reprefentation to Government as 
Criminal fhould be pupifhed with D eath; but that the <c Occafions ofter. * 
latter Commentators, and efpeciallv a Society o f learned
Men, who were employed by the Emperor Aurengzebe July 177 j . — T he Report from the Supervifor o f
to digeft the C ivil and Criminal Inftitutions o f the Kho- Dinagepoor.
ran, have mitigated the Rigour of this Law, regarding
the Deftrudtion o f  a grown Perfon as a Punifhment more In this Report the Supervifor Rates, T hat having 
than adequate to the Death o f a Child, T he Letter found great Inconvenience from the W ant o f inferior 
concludes with obferving, that the peculiar Circum- Courts in different Parts of the Province,, whereby the 
fiances o f  Barbarity in this Cafe ought, notwithftanding Ryotts on every trifling Caufe o f Complaint were forced 
the Lenity o f thefe Authorities, to undergo the fevereil to leave their Habitations, and repair to Dinagepoor, he 
Punifhment. had divided the Province into Diftridls, and appointed

In the Anfwer from the Council o f  Revenue to this inferior Officers o f Juftice in each, with Authority to 
Letter o f the Supervifor, it is mentioned, that, in con- enquire and determine in Cafes o f  Theft and Quarrel, 
fideration o f the peculiar Barbarity o f  the Cafe, the and alfo o f Debt, fubjeft to Appeal, where the Judg- 
N aib Subah had pronounced a Sentence in l'ome Degree ment exceeds Five Rupees, to the Sudder Adawlat at 
beyond the Letter o f the-Law , though not fo far as to Dinagepoor, and reftrained in their Criminal Judicature 
•iffedt the Life o f the Culprit. not to exceed Three Rupees in their Fines, nor T en

Rattans in their Corporal Punifhments.
4th March 17 7 1 .<— T he Supervifor o f Nuddeah having

complained, by a Letter to the Council o f Revenue, .September 17 7 1 .— Reprefentation from rhe Farmer at 
o f the Bazy Jumma, which was an inferior Office of Ltickypoor to the Council o f Revenue.
Criminal Juftice, but in its Execution found highly op-
preffive to the Inhabitants, and recommended the total T his Memorial complains, T hat the Officers o f the 
Abolition o f it, mentioning at the fame time, that he Factory had, in feveral Inftances, obftrudled the due 
had by his own Authority put a Stop to rhe Exercife o f Recovery o f the Rents, and had even in one Cafe fenc 
that Office till he ffiould receive the Command o f the Seapoys and Hircarrahs to beat off the Zemindar’s 
Council upon it. T he Anfwer fays: “  W e are tho- Peons, Rationed on a particular Farm to attach the 
«  roughly convinced, that the Jurifdiction o f the Bazy Crop, as the Tenant was in Arrear for his Rent, and 

' “  Jumma is every where a Source o f great Grievance refilled to pay. 
tf and Oppreffion to the Ryotts: W e  entirely approve
« o f  its being abolilhed; and defire you will accordingly 20th December 17 7 1.— Confultation— Fort JVilliam.
4f caufe Publication thereof to be made throughout the
*c Province, intimating to the Ryotts, that it is a M ea- , T he Prefident and Council having then received the 
“  fure taken for their Relief.” Orders o f the Court o f Direflors, o f the 10th of  April

177 1, wrote Letters to the feveral Councils and Fadto- 
A pril 1 7 7 1 .— Letter from the Council o f Revenue ries for carrying thole Orders into E xecution; and 

at F o r t W illia m , to the Prefident and Council in therefore diredting the immediate Abolition o f the Power 
the Secret Department; o f arbitrary Fines— The Regifter o f all Sunnuds for

Judges— Records o f all Sentences in the Courts to be 
C ontains a Memorial from the Naib Subah, in obe- kept in the Cutcherry, and Copies fent to Moorjheda- 

dience to a Defire of the Prefident and Council, that he bad— T he Abolition o f  all Taxes and Duties on litigat- 
would lay before them an accurate State o f the Diftinc- ing Parties; and alfo o f  the Chour, in Caufes of Ar- 
tion between die Offices o f the N azim  and Duan. Ac- bitration ; recommending at the fame Tim e every En- 
cording to this Account, all Queftions o f Inheritance o f couragement to be given to that M ode of Decifion.—
Lands, or relating to the Rights and Boundaries o f  In anfwer to thefe Inftrudtions, the Prefident and 
Lands, alfo all Cafes o f Complaints o f Oppreffion or Council received Letters from the Supervifors in the 
illegal Demand upon the Ryotis, and, in general, Cafes different Diftridls.
o f Mifdcmeanor, together with all Queftions relative M r. Baber, Supervifor o f Midnap ore, 13th January 
to the Adminiftration o f Revenue, fall under the Jurif- 1772, informed them, That thefe Regulations were' 
dilution o f  the Duan ; that Cafes of capital Punifhment already anticipated in the Province o f  Midnapore —  That 
belong to the Jurifdiction o f the Nazim . all the Judicature in that Diftridl was exercifed under

the Authority o f  the Refident, and Perfons appointed 
. A pril 1 7 7 1 .— General Letter to Bengal recommends hy him, in every Pergunnah— T hat all Caufes arifing

particularly the- aboliffiing the Power of the Judges to in inferior Diftridls were reported to the Refident, and 
2 ' every



- • 
m  ■■ • ■ a

nfo State of the E ast  In d i a  C o m p a n y . 329

every Cafe duly regiftered in the Phoufdar’s Cutcherry; very difficult; as few Perfons choie to undertake that 
io that there could be no arbitrary Fines or Impofitions, O ffice; and that, to carry it into general Practice, it 
nor any undue Authority exercifed, independant o f  the would be neceffary to make the. Natives, when called 
Refident. upon to a&  »n that Charadter, liable to certain t  ines on

M r. Vanfittart, Chief o f Patna, in his Anfwer, men- Refufal or Neglect, 
tioned, That the Chout had been fome time abolifhed,
according to the Orders o f the Prefident and C o u n cil; M  h x77a .__Letter from the C h ief and Council
but that they allowed in lieu thereof T w o Annas to be 3C p atm  £Q the p refident and Council,
levied, not only for defraying the Charge o f  the Judi-
cature, but as a proper Check upon Utigioufnefs : In — > Mentions it as the Cuftom of that Dutrict, to oblrge
R eply to which, the Prefident and Council directed the Perfons, chofen Arbitrators, to undertake the Office, 
entire Abolition o f this Duty, as a Remnant o f the unlefs they can give a fufficient Excufe.
Cbour, which the Court o f Direftors had ordered to be
abfolutely abolilhed. ( . April 1772.— Letter from Council o f Revenue at

M r. Stewart, Refident at Burdwan, in his Anfwer, Moorjbedabad to the Prefident and Council,
obferves, That the Courfe o f Decifions by Arbitration
was found dilatory, undecifive, and .unfatisfadtory; and This Letter inclofts a Memorial from the Naib Duan, 
that the Inhabitants were become very averfe to that oh the Subjeft o f  Arbitration, accurately diftinguifhing 
Manner o f Proceeding, preferring greatly the eltablifhed fuch Caufes as are proper for that M ode o f Decifion, 
Cutcherries, efpecially whilft under the Superintendance and iuch as mull be decided by the Courts o f Judica- 
o f  a Company’s Servant; that, in his Opinion, the ture according to the L aw : O f  the latter Kind, he 
Abufes in the Adminiftration o f Juftice were to be im- firates all Difputes o f Inheritance, Property, Purchases,

' puted rather to the corrupt Principles o f the Mahometan Alignm ents, and the like; that thefe Cafes depending
and Gentoo Judges, than to any Defeats in the Laws, or upon the Laws o f the Scriptures, according to the O r- 
in the Regulations of the C ourts; and that therefore ders o f the Alm ighty and his Prophet, cannot be proper 
thefe Grievances could not be in any way fo well re- Subjects o f Arbitration, for the R ight mult be decided 
dreffed as by a ftri£t Superintendance o f the Company’s according to the Precepts ol the Law, and common 
Servants in their feveral Jurifdiftions. Arbitrators cannot be proper Judges thereof: That

Cafes o f Mifdemeanor, or Offence by one Subject to 
_  n * another, cannot be referred to Arbitration, but mult be

30 December 1 7 7 1 .— Reprefentation o f Mahomed j udged and puniftied by the proper Officers of Juftice,
Reza Cawn. , and much more efpecially Crimes of a higher Magnitude

In this Memorial he remarks, That throughout all mult undergo the Judgment o f the Law itfe lf: 1  hat 
llindojlan, in cafe c f  Theft, Robbery, or Murder, the on the other hand, in Cafes ol Debt, Account, or 
Zemindar o f the Province (or the Zemindar and Atim il other Commercial Concern, Arbitration is the belt 
together, where they have a joint Authority) is bound Mode • o f Deciflop ; 1 hat he had accordingly illued 
to produce the Murderer or Thief, and the Effe<£ts; and Orders tq]the Officers o f  the Courts or Juftice in the 
are liable to be called themfelves to account, if  they fail feveral Diftri&s, -that in all Matters of Debt, 1 rade, 
in this Duty. petty Quarrels, and ordinary Occurrences, where the

Parties are willing to refer, they fhould appoint A rb i- 
_ _ , , trators, and that.Regifters be duly kept in the Court o f

January 1772. “--Letter frdrn the Prefident and Adawlak o f all Caufes decided in that W ay.
Members 6f the Judicial Court of Cutcherry at T he L etter 0f  ^ e  Council of Revenue reprefents the 
Port William, to the Prefident and Council. Neceffity o f reftridting the Orders relative to Arbitra- " 

Contains a State o f the Proceedings in a Bill o f Com - tion to fuch Cafes fpecified for that Purpofe in the Naib 
plaint for Debt, exhibited in that Court, by one fa -  Duan’s M em orial; for that it would be produ&ive o f 
garnaut Sircar, againft one Moodyram (whom he had the greateft Diffatisfattion in the Country, i f  that M ode 
followed from Patna) but afterwards difmiffed, not- o f Decifion was to be fubftituted in the Place ofjudicial 
withftinding which the Plaintiff had defired a freftl Determinations, in fuch Cafes as fall under the fixedTrin- 
Summons againft the Defendant; and that, in Com - ciples o f the Mahometan Law,: T hat fuch a Meafure 
paffion to his diftreffed Situation, they had accordingly would be regarded by all the Mahometans as an Infringe- 
granted a frefh Summons, and that the Caufe was then ment on their Religion and Cuftoms, would excite great 
at Arbitration ; and defired their Commands relative to Difcontenc and Apprehenfion, and perhaps be liable to 
the future Proceeding.—  T he Prefident and Council an obftinate and inflexible Oppofition. 
ordered their Secretary to dirndl the Court, T hat i f  In the Anfwer from the Prefident and Council to the 
this Suit was for Money lent in a private Capacity, it Council o f Revenue, they entirely affent co the Diftinc- 
might be decided by them ; but that if  it related to the tion propofed in the above Letter ; declaring that all 
Rents o f Lands, it muft be referred to the Council at Cafes of Inheritance, Marriage, or other Matters for 
Patna. which the Mahometan Law has made Proviiion, and

likewife all Matters refpedting Inheritance, and the par- 
T - ticular Laws and Ufages o f the C a ftso fth e  Gentoos,

February 1772. Letter from M r. Bentley, Chief fhould be decided by the eftabliflied Magillrates, aflifted 
at utekypoer, to the 1 refident and C o u n ci, dated tbe proper p erf0ns o f the refpedtive Religions, ac-
Jlamabad. cording to the Laws and Ufages o f each.

Gives his Opinion, That there would be Inconve- The Council o f Revenue, in a Letter to the Prefi- 
nience in the entire Abolition o f the judicial Fees, dent and Council, M ay 1772, inclofed a Remonftrancc 
by affording too much Encouragement to Litigation, o f the Naib Duan, refpedting that Part o f the Inftruc- 
whereby the Charges of the Cutcherries to Government tions in the laft Letter o f the Prefident and Council, 
would be greatly increafed; and thjat though diicre- which diredted, that in Cafes o f the Inheritance o f the 
tionary Fines ought not to be allowed, yet under pro- Gentoos the Magiftrates fhould be affifted by the Bra- 
per Regulations, adapted t;o the Degree o f Offence, mins o f the Caft to which the Parties belong ; in that 
that Mode of Punilhment feems the b e ll; that it feems Memorial, the Naib Duan ftrongly remonftrates againft • 
abfolutely neeeffary to appoi nt fubordinate Powers o f allowing a Bramin to be called in to the Decifion o f any 
Judicature, for the Protection o f the poor Inhabitants Matter o f Inheritance, or other Difpute o f Gentoos.—  
refiding at a Diftance from the Metropolis o f the D if- That fince the Eftablifhment o f the Mahometan Domi- 
trift; that the Mode o f Arbitration was, in general, nion in Hindofian, the Bramins lud never been admitted 
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to any fuch Jurifdidion : That to order a Magiftrate o f darry Courts ; that a Chief Officer o f  Juftice, appointed 
the Faith to decide in Conjunction with a Bramin would by the Nazim , fhall prefide in this Court, by the Title 
be repugnant to the Rules o f  the Faith, and an Inno- o f Darogo Adawlat, afiitled by the Chief Cazee, the Chief 
vation peculiarly improper in a Country under the D o- Mufftee, and Three capable Moulavies, but under the 
minion o f a Muffulrnan Emperor : That where the Mat- Superintendance and Controul o f the Company’s Chief 
ter in Difpute can be decided by a Reference to Bramins, and Council.
no Interruption had ever been given to that M ode o f 4thly, T hat there be alfo T w o Courts of Adawlat 
Decifion ; but that, where they think fit to refort to the eftablifhed at the Seat of Government, on the fame Plan 
eftablifhed Judicatures o f the Country, they mull fubmit as thofe o f  the Diftrids ; in the Dewannee Court a Mem- 
to a Decifion according to the Rules and Principles o f ber o f  the Council to prefide, and in the Phoufdarry an- 
th a tL a w , by which alone thefe Courts are authorized other Member o f the Council to fuperintend ; thefe Du- 
to judge : That there would be the greateft Abfurdity ties being performed by the Members in Rotation, 
in fuch an Affociation o f Judicature, becaufe the Bramin sthly, T h at Caufes, not exceeding T en  Rupees, be
would determine according to the Precepts andU fagesof decided finally by the Mead Farmer o f  the Pergunnah 
his C all, and the M a g n a te s  muft decide according to to which the Parties belong.
thofe o f the Mahometan L a w : That in many Inftances 6thly, T hat complete Records o f  all Caufes fhall be 
the Rules o f the Gentoo and Mufiulman Laws, even kept in the Dewannee Court, and Copies o f  them tranf- 
with refped to Inheritance and SucceiTion, differ mate- mitted, Iw ice  a Month, to the Supreme C ivil Court, 
riallv from each other. through the Channel o f the Prefidenc and Council.

Y o u r Committee alfo find, That in feveral Letters ythly, T h at there fhall be a T im e fixed for the Lim i- 
from the different Chiefs to the Prefident and Council, tation o f Suits and Complaints.
on the Subjed o f Arbitration, they ftate confiderable D if- Upon this Point it is obferved, that, both by the 
Acuities as occurring in any regular F.ftablifbmenc o f that Mahometan and Hindoo Laws, and by the Ufage of the 
Mode o f Decifion, as well from the Reludance o f  Par- Country, all Claims which have laid dormant for Tw elve 
ties to refer, and o f Perfons chofen Arbitrators to under- Years, whether Land or Money, are invalid, 
take the Office, as from the fubfequent Delays that have 8thly, T hat the Cuftom o f Chout, or any Comm if- 
been found in the Execution of it j and therefore con- fion on Money recovered, as well as all heavy arbitrary 
eluding, that the Introdudion o f that Plan o f Decifion, Fines, be abolifhed,
in Cafes proper for it, muft be the gradual W ork o f 9thly, That the Praftice o f Individuals exercifing Au- 
T im e, affifted by the Encouragement o f the Company’s thority over their Debtors, be entirely abolifhed.
Servants, and could n o th : brought into Pradice by any iothly, T hat in all Cafes o f  Account, Debt, and the 
Ellablifhment o f  Authority. " like, it fhall be recommended to the Parties to fubmit

Y our Committee find, by the laft Difpatches from their Caufe to Arbitrators, whofe Award fhall be made a 
Bernal, T hat a Committee o f Circuit was eftablifhed laft Decree o f the Dewannee Court.
Y ra r, confifting o f the Prefident and Four other Gentle- 1 ithly, T hat complete Records fhall be kept o f the 
men o f the Council, for the Purpbfe o f  making an exad  Phoufdarry Court, and tranfmitted T w ice every Month 
Scrutiny into the State o f  the Revenues and Judicatures to the Supreme Criminal Court, through the Channel 
in the feveral D iftrids o f th: Province: That, in confe- o f rhe Prefident and Council j but that the Proceedings 
quence o f this Appointment, the Committee o f Circuit in capital Trials are to be tranfmitted as foot) as doled » 
have propofed a Plan for the Adminiftration o f Juftice, that this Court fhall have Power to pumfh by Fine or 
which is inferted at Length in the Appendix to this Imprifonment, or to ioffid corporal, but not capital 
Report* N° 2: Some o f  the moft material Propoft- Punifhrnent; that in capital Cafes the Trial* with the 
tions are, Opinion o f  the Court, being tranfmitted to the Supreme

1 ft. T hat in each D iftrid  T w o  Courts o f  Juftice fhould Criminal Court, and having obtained their Confirma- 
be eftablifhed, One by the Name o f Mofufful Dewannee tion, fhall be ultimately referred to the N azim  for his 
Adaw lat, or Provincial Court o f Dewannee, for C ivil Sentence.
Caufes 5 the other for all Crimes and Mifdemeanors, y o u r  Committee find, T hat thefe Regulations were 
by the Name o f Phoufdarry Adawlat,or Court o f Phouf- approve(j  o f by the Prefident and Council, at a Confulta- 
darree ; the only Civil Caufes excepted from 'he Ju- t;on at Fort William, a ift  o f Auguft 1772. 
rifdidion of the Dewannee Adawlat to be the Right
o f  Succeffion to Zemindarrees and Talucdarrees, which Y our Committee have now gone through all the M a- 
are to be left to the Decifion o f the Prefident and terials they are able to lay before the Floufe, with refped 
Council. to the ancient Conftitution and prefent State o f  Judtca-

a d lf, -That in the Dewannee Court the Collector o f  ture in Bengal; they proceed now to the Second Head 
each D iftrid  fhall prefide, on the Part o f the Company, o f  this Enquiry, The Judicatures exifting at Calcutta: 
in their Quality o f K ing’s Dewan, attended by the Pro- In treating o f  which, they will firft lay before the Houfe 
vincial Dewan, appointed by the Prefident and Council, an Account o f the Courts derived out o f the Confhtu- 
and the other Officers o f the C u t c h e r r y t h a t  in the tion o f the Country, and, fecondly, o f thofe eftablifhed 
Phoufdarry Court the Cazee and Mufftee o f the D iftrid , by H is Majefty’s Charters o f Juftice. 
and T w o Maulavies, fhall fit to expound the Law , and
determine upon the Charge} but that the Colledor fhall Q f  the C o u m  eftablifhed at Calcutta and its
attend to the Proceedings of this Court, to fee that they Dependencies,
are properly conduded," and the Decifion fair and im- _
partial, according to the Evidence 5 and that no Caufe Until the Charter o f Juftice granted to the Company, 
fhall be heard and determined but in the open Court in the Thirteenth Year o f his late Majefty, the only 
regularly affcmbled. Courts o f Juftice that exifted in Calcutta were derived

^ d ly, That in like Manner, T w o  fuperior Courts o u t  o f  t h e  Conftitution o f the Country, and neauy iimilar 
ihall be eftablifhed at the Chief Seat o f  Government, to thofe that have been explained above, 
under the Denominations o f  the Dewannee Sudder Soon after the Eftablifhment o f the Settlement at Cal- 
Adawlat, and the Nizamut Sudder A d aw lat; that the cutta, near the End o f the laft Century, the Englilh 
former fhall receive Appeals from the Provincial De- Company obtained from the then Nabob, the Zenundary 
wannee, o f  any Caufes not exceeding 500 Rupees, the Rights o f  the D iftrid  around that Settlement; by wmch 
Prefident with T w o Members o f the Council prefiding they became the Zemindar o f that D iftrid, with all the 
therein, attended by the Duan o f the Khalfa and other Rights incident to that Office, amongft which, as ftated 
Officers of the Cutcherry; that the latter fhall have C og- above, is the Criminal, Civil, and Religious Juritdidion 
nizance to revife all the Proceedings o f the Phouf- o f the D iftrid .

M r.
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M r. Gregory, after explaining to Y our Committee the Englifh Merchant, or o f any N ative refiding at Calcutta; 
leveral Country Jurifdidions, added, I hat the Com - and that as the Perfons in queftion appear to {land in 
pany exercifes thele feveral Jurifdidions within the Dif- that Predicament, they fhould be fent to Calcutta, to 
trict o f  Calcutta; and that he underftood this was anfwer the Suit of their Principals, 
in co n feren ce o f  their being the Zemindar o f  the In the Revenue Court, the Colledor appointed by the 
D iftrift. Governor and Council fits as Judge ; and Appeal lies

T h e  Zemindarry Courts eftablilhed in Calcutta are—  from his Dccifions to the Governor and C o u n cil; there 
the Foufdary, for the Trial o f Crimes— the Court o f  are inferior Revenue Judges in the Pergunnahs, thele 
Cutcherry, for Civil Caufes— and the Collector's Court, are appointed by the Collector at Calcutta, and Appeal 
for Matters o f Revenue.  ̂ lays from their Decifions to his Court.

T h e  original and proper Nature o f  thele Courts has Thefe JurifdiClions being in themfelves very defective, 
been Hated above : Your Committee will now Hate fuch and moreover very inadequate to the advanced State o f 
Circumltances as are peculiar to the Zemindarry Courts this Settlement, and fimilar DefeCts being found in other 
at Calcutta. _ Settlements o f the Company, Application was made to

T h e  Criminal Court tries all Crimes committed by the the Crown, in the 13th Year o f the late K ing, for a 
Natives, and, in this Refpedl, has a concurrent Jurifdic- Charter o f Jultice.
tion with the Court o f Oyer and Terminer, eftablilhed A  Charter was accordingly granted, whereby Criminal 
by the Charter of Juftice j One Judge only fits in that and Civil Courts o f different Kinds were eftablilhed at 
Court, appointed by the Governor and Council. Calcutta, and likewife at the Settlements o f  Madra/patnam

M r. RuJJell informed Your Committee, that formerly and Bombay; but this Charter being found defective in 
One o f  the Council was always appointed to this Office, fome Refpedls, Application was again made to the 
but that fince the Increafe of other Bufinefs in the Crown, on the Part o f  the Company, for a new Charter 
Council, this Duty has been intrufted to Junior Ser- o f Juftice for thele Settlements, to be granted on the 
■ wants, One o f  the Council being appointed M onthly to Surrender o f  the former Charter.
fuperintend. A  new Charter was therefore granted to the Com -

In capital Cafes, Three Members o f  the Board fit as pany, dated 8th January 1753, the 26th Year o f his late 
Judges in this Court, and before Execution o f  the Sen- Majefty.
tence the Proceedings mull: be laid before the Governor T his Charter, which recites its being granted by vir- 
and Council. tue o f  Powers veiled in the Crown by leveral A d s  o f

T h e  Civil Court conftfts o f feveral Judges, alfo ap- Parliament, grants and ordains, “  That there ihould 
pointed by the Governor and Council, out o f the Junior « be for ever thereafter, within the Fadory o f Fort 
Servants, but leldom more than One adually fits: T his «  William in Bengal, One Body Politic and Corporate,
Court has Jurifdidion of all Caufes between Natives, and « by the Name o f  the Mayor and Aldermen o f Calcutta 
alfo (as M r. Whittal informed Y our Committee) in « at Fort William in Bengal -, to confift o f a M ayor and 
Caufes between a Native and an European, where the “  Nine Aldermen, the M ayor and Seven o f the Alder- 
latter is Plaintiff; but in this Cale, the Native may re- “  men being natural-born Subjeds, but the other T w o  
move the Caufe into the M ayor’s Court. “  allowed to be Foreign Proteftants : And it is further

T h e  Rule o f Judgment in thefe Courts is fuppofedto «« granted, that the M ayor and Aldermen Ihould for 
be the Cuftoms and U lage o f the Country; and where c( ever thereafter be, and are thereby contlituted, a 
no Cuftom or Ufage applies, it is the Difcretion o f  the « Court o f Record, by the Name o f  the M ayor’s Court 
Judge. Formerly the Chout (the Fourth Part o f  every "  at Calcutta at Fort 'William in Bengal, and that they 
thing recovered) was an allowed Perquifite in the C ivil « or any Three o f them (the Mayor or Senior A lder- 
Court, but on a Repreientacion to the Prefident and <c man then refiding there to be O ne) may, and they are 
Council, it was abolifhed. « hereby authorized, to try, hear, and determine, all

Appeal lies from the Civil Court to the Governor and “  C ivil Suits, A d ion s, or Plaints, between Party and 
Council.— The Cuftom offending Caufes to Arbitrators « Party, arifing within the faid T o w n  or Fadory o f 
prevails in this Court, as in the other D iftrids of Ben- “  Calcutta, or any o f the Faaories fubordinate there- 
gal-, and, as Mr. Whittal informed Y o u r Committee, is “  unto } except fuch Suits as ftiall be between Indian 
often done without the Confent o f either Party. “  Natives, which ftiall be determined among themfelves,

Y our Committee find, That in April 177 1, a Difpute ** unlefs both Parties confent to the Determination o f  
arofe between Mr. Purling, Zemindar at Calcutta, and «  the M ayor’s C o u rt: And this Court is alfo authorized 
M r. Rous, Superviior at Rajefhaby, with refped to the “  to try Suits brougiit againft the Company, or by the 
R ight of rhe Zemindar at Calcutta demanding T w o  Per- ** Company againlt any Perfon.
fons, refiding in the D iftrift o f Rajejhahy, to be fent Pri- « This Charter alfo conftitures the Prefident and 
loners to Calcutta, to anfwer to certain Suits there exhi- Council to be a Court o f Record, in order to receive, 
bited againft them ; the Supervifor refufed to allow this “  try, and determine, Appeals from the Judgments or 
Claim , in lifting, that the Jurifdidion ot the Zemindarry <{ Decrees ol the M ayor’s Court j T he Determinations 
Court at Calcutta did not extend over any o f  the D e- «  o f  this Court to be final, i f  the Value exceed not 1000 
wannee L an ds; and therefore defiring that the Plaintiffs ** Pagodas ; but if  it exceeds that Sum, the Parties arc 
fhould be direded to exhibit their Claim at the Cutcherry ff allowed, within Fourteen Days after luch Decree or 
o f the D iftrid : In Reply to this, the Zemindar o f Cal- « Judgment is entered o f Record, to appeal to H is Ma- 
cutta infilled, that it had been cuflomary for that Court « jefty, his Heirs or Succeffors, in Council, 
to fend for Perfons, in Cafes o f  this kind, from every « It further gives Authority to the Prefident and 
D iftrid  of the Dewannee, and that it would be attended “  Council, or the major Part of them, upon reafonable 
with the utmoft Inconvenience to every Perfon refiding «« Caufe, to remove any o f  the faid Aldermen, fo as there 
at Calcutta, if the Exercife o f this Jurifdidion fhould « be a Complaint in W riting firft exhibited againft him, 
now be interrupted; the Confequence o f which would «« and reafonable Tim e allowed for his Defence, after 
be, the Neceffity o f going, and carrying Witneffes, to « being fummoned for that Purpofe; with Power to any 
diftant Parts o f Bengal, in order to fettle the Difputes « Perfon, thinking him fclf aggrieved by fuch Removal, ’ 
neceffarily occurring between them and their Gomaftahs: « to appeal to H is Majefty in Council.
That this Jurifdidion had never been contefted by the « T h e faid Charter alfo eftablifhes a Court for the 
ChKhoiPatna, Dacca, and Chittagong “  Recovery o f fmall Debts, within the faid Town or

Thefe Letters being laid befo're the Court o f Reve- “  Factpry o f  Calcutta, and the Factories and Diftrids 
nue, they determined, that the Jurifdidion o f  the Z e - 5< fubordinate thereto, to be called the Court o f Re- 
mindary Court o f Calcutta might extend over all Per- “  queft: T h is Court to confift of fome o f the principal 
tons, as Agents or Gomaftahs, in the Service o f  any “  Inhabitants (not more than Twenty-four, nor fewer 
. VoL* 1V • 1 than
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332 1773. SE V E N TH  REPORT from the Committee of Secrecy
“  than Eight) to be appointed by the Prefident and M r. Bechcr confidered this Jurifdiffion, wich refpeff 
“  Council, and-to determine all Suits brought before to Natives, as extending to fuch only as lived under the 
“  them, not exceeding the Value o f  Five Pagodas. Britilh F la g ; and informed Your Committee, that where 

<f And the faid Charter further grants and ordains the Sentence was pronounced againft Natives, the Praffice 
“  Governor and Council to be Juftices o f the Peace, was to apply for the Confent o f  the Government before 
“  and have Power to ad  as fuch, and to hold Quarter it was executed.
“  Seflions o f  the Peace, and alfo to be Commiflioners Y our Committee having examined M r. Nuthall, So-

; “  o f Oyer and Terminpr, and General Gaol Delivery, licitor o f the Company, Whether there had beeii any 
<c for trying and punching all Offences (H igh Trealdn Inftances, during his Tim e, o f Complaints to the Court 
“  only excepted) committed within the faid Tow n or o f Diredors againft the M ayor’s Court, or any Member 
‘5 Faffory, or its ftibordinate Fadories ; to proceed by o f  it, for any criminal M 'ilcondud in their judicial 
“  Indiffmcnt, or fuch other W ay as is tiled in that Funffion ? he informed Your Committee, That he knew 
“  Part o f Great Britain called England, as near as the but T w o Inftances in his Tim e o f any fuch Complaints 

Circumflances o f  the Place and Inhabitants will laid in Form before the Court o f Diredors— T he one 
u allow. by Mr. Whittall, an Attorney, the other by M r. JephJon;

“  T h e  faid Charter further grants, That the faid that the latter not only complained p f the Condoft o f  
“  M ayor’s Court (hall have Power to grant Probate o f  the M ayor’s Court, but o f Mr. Cornelius Goodwin, the 
** W ills and Letters o f  Adminiftration.” Mayor, ading in his judicial Capacity as-a Judge o f  that

Y our Committee alfo examined fome o f the Witneftes, Court, 
with relation to the Proceedings o f  thefe Courts. Y o u r Committee have enquired into the Nature o f

M r. Whittall (who refided at Calcutta from 1764 to thefe Complaints, and find, from the Papers relating to 
1770, as a Free Merchant, and alfo as an Attorney in them, laid before the Committee bv the Company's 
the Mayor’s Court, from which laft he was difmiffed by Servants, and annexed in the Appendix to this Report, 
an Order o f the Court, which was afterwards made a N ‘‘ I, That the Complaint brought by Mr. Alexander 
Matter o f Complaint to the Court o f Diredors) informed JephJon (whofe Petition to the Court o f Diredors is dated 
Y our Committee, That although this Court cannot at London, 2d March 177 1) contains a Charge againft 
legally iffue Procefs beyond the Bounds o f Calcutta, or the Mayor's Court, for an illegal and Oppreffive Abufe 
its fubordinate Fadories, yet that he had known their o f its Procefs, to detain the Petitioner and his W ife in 
Procefs iffued to and executed in all Parts o f Bengal, Bengal, after they had obtained Leave for their Return 
under fpecial Order o f the Governor and Council, grant- to England; and particularly charging, that M r. Cornelius 
ed or refufed at their Difcretion, and that in all thefe Goodwin, t;he Mayor, in the C ou rfeofth e Proceedings, 
Cafes the Procefs was lent co One o f the Company’s Ser- frequently declared, if That they had nothing to do with 
vants; that he underftood the Criminal Jurifdiffion o f  “  the Laws o f England there; that the Laws of England 
the Seflions to have tĥ e fame Fxtent as the M ayor’s "  were never made for them, and that he would mot 
Court, and that he had known Natives lent from every “  hear them named while he fat on that Bench.”  It 
Part o f the Country to be tried in that C ou rt; and ap- appears that M r. JephJon would have appealed againft 
prehends an European might be brought in the lame the Proceedings of the M ayor’s Court, to the Prefident 
Manner from any Part o f the Country, except from the and Council, but that his Appeal was denied, Ion A c- 
Faffories belonging to other European Nations. count o f the Proceedings being only interlocutory r

H e faid he had known frequent Inftances c f  the And Your Committee .find, That in confequence o f this 
M ayor’s Court refufing to admit an Appeal againft its Complaint the C o u rt o f Directors (after having taken 
Proceedings, on Pretence o f their being interlocutory the Opinions o f feveral eminent Counfel) in their gene- 
only, and not final: H e mentioned Three Cafes o f  his .ral Letter to . dated the 3d o f May 1771, ex­
own Knowledge (One in 1768., between the Truftees o f prefled in the ftrongeft Term s their Difapprobation of, 
Mrs. Philadelphia Gallop'me and the Executors o f  Peter and Difpleafure at, the Proceedings againft M r. JephJon; 
Gallopine; and T w o Caufes o f John Holme, Efquire, in alfo particularly reproving the Prefident and Council for 
1769) in which the Mayor’s Court refufed to admit an refilling h;s Appeal, as well as for the erroneous Pretence 
Appeal, and the Superior Court refufed to take Cogni- afligued for that R efufal; enjoining them to receive the 
zancc o f it on that Pretence, though in faff, as he in- Appeal, and enquire ftriffly into all the Circumflances o f 
formed Your Committee, the Orders made w.ere a D e- his Complaint, and to paufe full and ample Juftice to be 
termination o f the Caufc. done thereon.

H e faid he had known Attorneys reprimanded in the Your Committee find, That at a Confultation held at 
M ayor’s Court for appealing againft its Proceedings c Fort William, 3d January 17-72, the Prefident and 
T h a t ilie Attorneys are limited to F o u r; thar the Judges Council enquired into the Charge made againft Mr. 
are nor Perforis educated to the Law , but any o f  the Goodwin, by M r. JephJon, to the Court o f Directors ;
Junior Servants. that they examined Meflfrs. Levet, Killican, and Cater,

That he has known the Mayor’s Court refufe to take Three of the Aldermen o f the Court, and who had been - 
Cognizance o f  Caufes arifing within their Jurifdiffion, prefent at the Proceedings in which thefe Words were 
infifting that they had a Rignt to refufe them— That in alleged to be fpqken s alfo Mr. Morris, an Attorney of 
1768 he had heard it frequently declared by fome o f the the Mavor’s Court, who had been concerned in fome 
Judges on the Bench, That the M ayor’s Court had o f the Proceedings againft Mr. Jepbfon -, that M r. Cater 
nothing to do with the Laws of England, and that the faid, “  That he had heard Mr. Goodwin on the Bench 
M ayor would not fit there to hear the Law o f England “  make ufe o f fuch Words, or W ords to that Effeff, 
named; or to that Purport or E ffeff— T hat he had “  but could not charge his Memory with the Tim e 
often known an Attorney o f the M ayor’s Court threaten- T hat the other W  itneffes feverally denied that they had 
ed by the Governor, and by feveral o f  the Aldermen, at any Tim e heard M r. Goodwin ufe fuch Words, but that 
for attempting to bring an Affion againft one o f  the they had heard him declare that the M ayor’s Court was 
Company’s Servants ; and that, any Servant o f the Com - not a Court o f Law, but o f E q u ity ; that Mcffrs. Reed 
pany, againft whom an A ffion is intended, often inti- and Jekyl, who had been alfo upon the Bench as Alder- 
midates the Attorney by Threat of applying to the men during Part o f the Proceedings, did by Letters
Governor. (on Account o f their Abfence at Calcutta) to the Prefi-

M r. RuJJell, who alfo refided feveral Years in Bengal, dent and Council give their Teftimony in like Manner 
ofer ved to Your Committee, That though theMayor’s in Exculpation o f  M r. Goodwin ; and that upon this 
Court cannot exercife Jurifdiffion over Natives, unlels Evidence the Board refolved, ic That they found no 
by Confent, the Jurifdiffion o f Oyer and Terminer ex- “  Reafon to confider M r. Goodwin in any Degree cul- 
a\nds to Natives as well as Europeans. _ ................ “ pable;”
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** pablej”  and direded their Secretary to fignify this and other Crimes, committed by Europeans, not imme- 
Refolution to him. diately under the Company’s Flag.

Your Committee find, That the Complaint, at the M r. Ruftell informed Y our Committee, That he be- 
Inftance o f M r.Whittall, was laid before the Court o f lieved there are One or T w o  Perfons now in Confine- 
Diredors on the ift o f March in the fame Year 1771 : ment, upon the Charge o f Offences committed beyond
T hat his Petition complained o f having been difmifled the Limits deferibed in the Charter o f Juftice, whole 
from his Office as Attorney of that Court, by an arbi- Trial is prevented, from Doubts arifing with refpect to 
trary and illegal Proceeding o f the Court, without any the Powers conveyed by the Charters, 
regular Complaint, without any fufficient Allegation, ,ddiy, That whatever Doubts have been entertained in 
without Evidence upon Oath, and without having had Bengal, on this Subjed, it is clear, by the very Terms 
lufficient Tim e to make his Defence ; and alfo that the o f the Charter o f Juftice, that the Jurifdidion o f the 
Order of Difmiflion, befidcs finding him guilty o f Mif- Court o f  Oyer and Terminer, and Gaol Delivery, is 
conduct in a particular Caufe depending before the reftrained to Offences committed within the Tow n or 
Court, contained a general Charge o f his having fre< D iftrid  o f  Calcutta, and its fubordir.ate Factories; The 
quently merited the fevere Reprehenfion o f the Court, Confequence o f this, in the prefent Situation o f Bengal, 
but without Specifying any particular Fads. is, that there are many o f His Majefty’s Subjeds, rctid-

Y our Committee find, T hat the Court o f Directors, ing in Bengal, neither under the Protection or Controul 
(having taken the Opinion o f their Counfel alfo upon o f  the Laws o f England, nor amenable to the Criminal 
this Cafe) in their General Letter to Bengal, 3d M ay Judicatures o f the Country.
177 1, exprefted their Difapprobation o f the general 
Charge contained in the Order againft M r . . Whit tall,
-without any Allegation o f F ads to lupport it, as highly O f the Provifions fof Profecutions in England.
improper, and unbecoming a Court o f Juftice ; and that *
they recommended it to the Governor and Council to Your Committee now proceed, in purfuance o f  their 
admit Mr. lVhittall’% Appeal, and to » d  therein as Juf- Plan, to ftate to the Houfe fuch Provifions as have been 
tice fhould require, made by Law for the Trial and Punifhmenc in England

Your Committee do not find any Account by the laft o f Offences committed by the Company’s Servants in 
Difpatches of any other Proceedings on thefe Appeals, Bengal; to fpecify in what Inftar.ces thefe Provifions 
but that the Prefident and Council had iubmitted to re- have been attempted to be carried into Execution, with 
ceive them, in obedience to the Orders o f  the Court o f  the Refult o f the Proceedings; and to fubmit to the 
Directors. Confideration o f the Houfe feme Circumftances, which

appear to Y our Committee greatly to obftrud the Effi- 
Y o u r Committee having concluded their State o f  the cacy o f any Remedy in England, as the Law on that 

Calcutta Judicatures, beg Leave to fubmit to cneConfi- Subjed is now conftituted.
deration o f the Houfe feme very Angular Circumftances Your Committee find, That by an A d ,  palled in the 
in the Conftitution o f the Civil and Criminal Courts, 27th o f George the 2d, intituled, <c A n A d  for punilh- 
which feem materially to affed their Independance and “  ing Mutiny and Defertion o f Officers and Soldiers in 
their Efficacy. , “  the Service o f the United Company o f Merchants o f

Firft, That although the M ayor’s Court is intended (f England trading to the Eaft Indies, and for the 
not only to try Caufes between Party and Party, and « Punifhment o f Offences committed in the Eaft Indies, 
the Court of Oyer and Terminer and Gaol Delivery to “  or at the Ifland o f Saint H e le n a it is provided, 
punifti the Crimes o f private Individuals, but the former “  T hat if  any of the Company’s Prefidents or Council, 
alfo to try Caufes in which the Company itfelf is a « at any o f  their principal Settlements, or their G o- 
Party, and the latter to punilh the Offences o f any o f its « vernor Or Council at the Iftand o f Saint Helena, lhall, 
principal Servants, yet the Judges o f thefe Courts are "  after the 25th of March 1754, be guilty o f oppreffing 
removeable from thofe Offices, by virtue o f  which they “  any o f His Majefty’s Subjeds within their relpedive 
exercife their judicial Fundions, at the Pleafure o f  the «« Jurifdidions or Commands, or o f  any other Crime 
Prefident and Council, and that fuch Sentence cannot be “  or Offence contrary to the Laws o f that Parc o f Great 
reviewed but by the tedious Mode o f an Appeal to H is “  Britain called England, or ir* force within their re- 
Majefty in Council. « fpedive Jurifdidions or Commands ; fuch Qppreffion,

Y our Committee fubmit, whether Courts thus con- “  Crimes, or Offences, may be enquired of, heard, and 
flituted can be confidered as free and independant Judi- « determined, in His Majefty’s Court o f King's Bench, 
catures, in any Cafe where the Company is a Party, or "  within thft Part o f Great Britain called England, or 
where any Member o f the Council is profecuted on a “  before fuch Commiffioricrs, and in fuch County o f  
criminal Charge. “  that Part o f Great Britain called England, as ffiall be

, 2dly, That although thefe Courts, at leaft with re- “  affigned by His Majefty’s Commifllon, and by good 
fped to Europeans, are bound to judge according to the. “  and lawful Men of the fame County ■, and that fuch'
Laws o f England, yet the Judges of thefe Courts are not “  Punifhments lhall be in Aided on fuch Offenders as 
required to be, and in fad  have never been, Perfons "  are ufually inflided for Offences o f the like N a - 
educated in the Knowledge o f thofe Laws by which they “  ture, committed in that Parc o f Great Britain called 
muft decide ; but that any Junior Servants of the C om - “  England.”
pany are feleded for thefe important Trufts, affedingthe And Your Committee find, That by an A d ,  paffed 
Property, the Liberty, and .the Lives, of His M ajefty’s in the 10th Year o f His prefent Majefty, intituled, “  An 
Subjeds in Bengal. “  A d  for better regulating Perfons employed in the

It appears to Your Committee, That the Judges o f ‘f Service o f the Eaft India Corflpany, and for -other 
thele Courts are juftly fenfible o f their own Deficiency "  Purposes therein mentioned,” it is Enaded, “  That 
o f Knowledge in the Laws o f  England; and that there- « if  any Perfon employed in the Service o f the Corn- 
fore they, as well as the Prefident and Council, have «  pany, in any Civil or Military Station or Office, or 
frequently applied to the Court o f Diredors, to Iky “  claiming any Power, Authority, or Jurifdidion, from 
particular Points/refpeding their Jurifdidion, before « the faid Company, fhall, after the parting o f this A d ,
Counfel, and to tranfmit the Opinions o f fuch Counfel «  be guilty o f  oppreffing any o f His Majefty’s Sub- 
to be the Guide o f their Condud. Some Inftances o f “  jed s, or in the Exercise o f fuch Employment or A11- 
this Kind have been laid before Your Committee, upon "  thority lhall be guilty o f any other Crime or Offence,
Doubts refpeding their Eccleftaftical, and alfo their Cri- “  fuch Oppreffions, Crimes, and Offences, lhall and 
minal, Juniilidion j particularly, whether the Charter “  may be enquired of, heard, and determined, in His 
allows them to take Cognizance o f Murders, Robberies, « Majefty’s Court o f K ing’s Bench in England-, and 
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« that fuch Punishments {hall be infliCted on fuch Of- fident o f Fort William, for Several Months after he had 
«  fenders as areufually infliftcd for Offences o f the like quitted that Prefidency; and alfo againft M r. Verelft,
« Nature, committed in that Part o f Great Britain called in refpeft o f the Commiffion of the faid Revenues re- 
« England-, and that all Offences againft this A ft  may ceived by him when lie was Prefident at Fort William j 
« be alledged to be committed, and mav be laid, en- and to profecute Several other Perfons, who had been m 
*•' quircd of, and tried, in the County of Middlefexf the Company’s Service, on whom the Company were 

Y our Committee examined M r. Nuthall (who has advifed they had Demands on Account o f the Mhatoote 
been Fifteen Years Solicitor to the Company) W he- T a x  in Bengal— That Three Bills in Equity, o f great 
ther, during his T im e, there were any, and what, In- Length and N icety, have been prepared againft a great
fiances of  Profecutions ordered by the General Court, Number of Defendants, refpedting the Trade and
or by the Court of Direftors, againft any of their Ser- Duties on S a lt; and againft Lord Clive and Mr. Verelfi 
vants, for Mifconduft in India; and particularly whe- Separately, to recover the Company’s Demands refpea;- 
ther there were any, and what, Inftances of Criminal ing tbe Commiffion on the Revenues ; that thde Bills 
Profecutions founded on the above-mentioned Claufes ? have been perufed and Signed by the Company’s Coun- 
—  H e informed Your Committee, That he knew no f e l} and that fair Copies were immediately to be laid be- 
Inftance o f anv Criminal Profecucion brought or ordered fore Mr. Attorney General, for his Approbation, before 
upon either o f the above-mentioned Claufes ; and that they are filed-.--That a Bill is likewiie now before the 
he had known only T w o Inftances o f any Profecutioa Company’s Counfei, againft a great Number o f Perfons, 
ordered againft any o f the Company’s Servants, on for Recovery of fevtral large Sums o f Money received by 
Account of Mifcondinft in India, by the General Court them under Colour of the Mhatoote T a x, and chat thefe 
or Court o f Directors.-—That one o f thefe was a Bill will be filed with all poftible Expedition, as foon as it has 
filed in Trinity Term  1766, by Order o f the Court o f been approved o f by the Company’s Counfei and M r.
Dire&ors, upon the Opinion o f the Attorney General Attorney General, before whom that Bill is alfo direfted 
and Company’s Council, againft Mefirs. Johnfvn, Ley- \o be laid.
cefter, Burdett Senior, and Gray,  for an Account and Your Committee examined feveral of the W ltneflcs,
Payment to the Company o f divers large Sums o f who were beft acquainted with Bengal, Whether it was 
Money, Jewels, and other valuable Things, obtained poftible to bring Natives from that Country to England, 
from the Nabob and his Minifters under the Dcnoinina- to give their Teftimony in any Profecution or Suit to . 
tion o f Prefents, in breach of their Covenants with the be commenced here for Matters done or arifing in 
Com pany; that after the Defendant, John/on, had ob- Bengal and were informed, by all the WitnefieS who 
tained feveral Orders for Tim e to anfwer, and before fpoke to this Point, that though they knew no Obftruc- 
any o f ‘the Defendants had put in their Anfwers, the Ge- bon to the bringing over Mahometan Witneffcs, but 
petal -Court, on 6th M ay 1767, Refolved, “ That the the Length and Expence o f the Voyage, they confi- 
« various Profecutions commenced by Order o f the dered it as abfolutely impoftfible to bring over any W it- 
« Court o f Directors, in the Name of the India Com- r ie fs o f  the Gentoo Religion; it being one o f the 

.«  pary againft their former Servants in Bengal, and efLblifhed Principles o f that Religion, that Water is 
“  alfo all Attachments ordered againft the Effects o f Tiered, and that to defile, that Element (which accord- 
«c fuch Servants, on Account o f Prefents received before ing to their Notion is done by many unavoidable Adis) 
tl fi°ning the Covenants on the 9th o f May 1765* be is a Profanation, for which any Perfbn fo offending 
<c ddcharped.”  would his Caft 5 that Gait0°  could bc

That the other Cafe was an Information in the prevailed on to crols the Sea, in order to come to Eng- 
Exchequer, at the Suit o f the Attorney General, on land, they fnuft neceffarily be Perfons deftitute o f thofe 
Relation of the Company, againft M r. Belts (who had Principles, which they are taugnt by their Profefli ;n 
been a Servant o f the Company at Bengal, and after to revere, and therefore unworthy to receive Credit as 
his Refignation continued an Alderman o f the Mayor's W itn e ss . . . . .  , .
Courc) for a Difcovery and Account of illicit Trade Your Committee muft alfo oblerve, that in many 
carried on .by Him in the Eaft Indies, after he had Cafes, which might be proper Subjefts o f Profecutiojl 

* refigried the Company’s Service, and o f the Gains made in this Country, the I eft inn on y o f Britifh Subjects, or
thereby, and that he m Lht be decreed to pay to the other Europeans rending in Bengal, may be neceffary,
Company after the Race o f 30 per Cent, according to and that the Difficulty and Expence o f bringing over 
the Statute o f 7th of George the lft : That the Defen- thefe, or any Witnefies, feerns an almoft infurmountable 
dant put in a Plea and Demurrer to tho. Information, Obftruction to the Ufe and Efficacy o f the Statutes 
infilling, that he was an Alien by Bircfr, and having allowing Profecutions in England for Offences committed 
never been naturalized was not compellable by Law  to in India ; and chat the fame Circumftance equally ob- 
m akeany Anfwer to the Information ; that this Plea ftrufts the Attainment o fju ftice  by Civil A&ion o f any 
and Demurrer were argued before the Court in Trinity Nature, for any Injbry received or Demand arifing in 
T erm  1 7 7 2 ; that the Court over-ruled the Plea and that Country.
Demurrer, and ordered the Defendant to anfwer the Your Committee muft further remark, that the Power 
Information; that the Defendant has appealed to the exercifed by the General Court, o f putting a Stop to 
Houfe o f Lords, and that his Appeal was ftill there Profecutions ordered by the Court o f Dm-dors, may 
depending. tend g rc « l?  ro defeat the Efficacy o f  the Statutes ; as the

Your Committee further afked M r. Nuthall, Whe- Perlon charged, efpecially where he is, or has been, in 
ther there were any, and what, Suits or Profecutions any confiderablc Station in the Company’s Service, may 
ordered by the Court o f Dire&ors againft any of their have it in his Power, by the Management o f his Friends,
Servants in India, not yet commenced ? M r. Nuthall to contrive, at fome time or other, by a Majority of a 
informed Your Committee, That in February iaft he General Court, to put a Scop to the intended or depend- 
received Orders from the Court o f Directors to pro- ing Profecution.
fecum Lord Clive, and a great Num ber of Gentlemen, - . ,
who had been in the Company’s Service in India, to Y our Committee have now fubmuted to thcHoufe all 
recover very confiderable Sums claimed to be due from the Materials they have been able co collect upon the 
them to the Company, on Account o f the Duties on Subject o f the prefent State o f Judicature in Bengal: But 
Salr, Beetle Nut, and Tobacco, and which it was the as, in the Coutfe o f that Enquiry, tnry were led into fome 
Opinion o f their Counfei were recoverable :— T o  pro* Queftions relative to the Rate o f Intereft allowed in the 
ceed againft Lord Clive to recover a Demand o f 14 per Courts o f that Country, they will conclude this Report 
Cent, on the N et Duannee Revenues of Bengal, which by dating to the Houle the Information they received 
his Lordfhip received by way o f Commiffion, as Pre- upon this Subject.
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M r. Server informed Your Com m ittee,That in Cafes “  verable: And that all Attempts to elude this Law, by 

o f Mercantile Debts, the Courts fometimes allowed “  Dedu&ions from the original Loan, under whatever 
Intereft; and that he believed the Rate allowed in fuch “  Denomination, fhall be punifhed by a Forfeiture of 
Cafes was One perCent. per Menfem, which he faid he “  One Moiety o f the Amount o f  the Bond to the Go- 

llp confidered as the current Intereft o f the Country in “  vernment, and the other H alf to the Debtor.”
Mercantile Tranfa&ions, amongft Men o f Probity and But Y our Committee are inclined to think, that the 
Reputation: That he has often heard o f voluntary laid Regulations point at fuch Extortions as particularly 
Agreements for a rmicli higher Rate o f  Intereft, even appear in the Moorjhedabad Confulrations o f the tBth 
to 3 per Cent, per Menfem, where the Occafion has been o f February 1772 (of which fome Account was given in 
urgent, and the Loan for a fhort Tim e, and attended a former Report o f Your Committee) containing E vi- 
with R ifk. ' dence given by fundry Gentoos on Oath, relative to

Mr. Manningbam faid, H e could not afcertain the Intereft o f Money, in the Province o f Rungpore, in 
Rate o f Intereft which a Court in that Country would Bengal; frorri whence Your Committee colledt, that 
allow, but that they would not allow an exorbitant In- thotish the Family o f the Seats, and others, have taken, 
tereft: That the ufual Intereft given by the Company, for Money lent by them, intereft to the Amount o f 
when he was in Bengal, was 9 per Cent, per Annum; by 3 per Cent, or perhaps in fome Cafes 3 and f per Cent.
Europeans, in Accounts with each other, 10 per Cent, per Menfem, Obligations to pay 5 per Cent, per Menfem 
per Annum ; and by the Natives, he believes, 12 per have been there exadted, and the Borrower compelled to 
Cent, per Annum ; and that he imagines the Cutcherry agree to pay the fame, becaufe thole who have been ac- 
dttl not allow beyond that Rate.— Being afleed, W hat cuftomed to' lend at a lower Rate, now refilled to fupplv 
Rate o f Intereft he had known to be taken in the Coun- them with Money ; alledging, That if  they attempted to 
try ? he faid, That it was ufual for the Seats, and other recover their Loans from the Zemindars, fuch Attem pt 
Shroffs (Bankers) at Moorjhedabad, to furnilh the Z e- would be fruftrated by the Power o f the Perfori lending 
mindars, when prefled for Money to pay their Rents to at 5 per Cent.
Government, at the Rate o f 3 per Cent, per Menfem, And from the fame Evidence, Your Committee find,

Your Committee muft obferve, That, according to That even after an Agreement to pay 5 per Cent, the 
thefe Accounts, 3 per Cent, per Menfem is a Rate o f Debtors have been actually obliged to pay 14 per Cent. ;
Intereft never given, but in Cafes o f great Emergency : and as thefe Extortions have probably not been con- 
And, neverthelefs, that in the x8th Propofition o f the fined to the Province o f Rungpore, Your Committee 
propofed Regulations, lately tranfmitted from Bengal to think it the more likely thefe Regulations, juft ftated, 
the Court of Directors (and annexed in the Appendix) to have been made with a View to reprels the fame, as 
after ftating, “ That the Rates o f Intereft hitherto evidently inconfiftent with the Profperity o f the Country, *
“  authorized by Cuftom having amounted to the moft and highly detrimental to the Revenue received by the 
“  exorbitant Ufury, the following Rates are now Company.
“  eftablifhed to be received and paid, as well for paft
tr Debts as on future Loans o f M on ey; viz. On Sums Your Committee have thus reported all they have 
<c not exceeding 100 Rupees Principal, an Intereft o f found material in the Books and Correfpondence o f  the 
“  3 Rupees a Annas per Cent, per Menfem, or H a lf an Company, or in any Evidence laid before them, concern- 
“  Anna in the Rupee: .On Sums above 1 co  Rupees Prin- ing the Judicatures o f Bengal. — They have made a con- 
“  cipal, an Intereft o f 2 Rupees per Cent, per Menfem: fiderable Progrefs in their Report concerning the Con-
** T he Principal arid Intereft to be difeharged accord- dutt o f the Company’s Servants ui lndia, in drawing 
“  ing to the Condition o f the Bond ; and all compound the Bills which were accepted between the i l l  D ay o f 
** Intereft, arifing from an intermediate Adjuftment o f March 1771 and the ift Day o f March 1772, and con- 
“  Accounts, to be deemed unlawful and prohibited : cerning the Conduft o f  the Company iu England after
“  When a Debt is fued for upon a Bond, which fhall the Receipt o f them— And Your Committee will report,
** be formed to fpecify a higher Intereft than the with as much Expedition as poffible, what they find 
“  eftablifhed Rates, the Intereft fhall be wholly for- material with refpect to this and the other Objects o f 
“  feited to the Debtor, and the Principal only reco- their Enquiry.

V ol. IV . A P P E N D I X ,



/V“‘ ' °w%\ * _

pi : ‘sl
336 1773. SEVEN TH  REPORT from the Committee ^Secrecy

.. -......... =---■■■ » .to*

A P P E N D I X .

N* 1.

T o  the Honourable the Court o f Directors for the “  or Orders made by the faid Company, or their Court 
Affairs o f the Honourable the United Company o f “  ofDiredlors as aforefaid, fhall neverthelefs be in force
Merchants o f England trading to the Eajl Indies. “  until the fame fhall be revoked or altered by the faid

“  Court o f Diredors, or any Thirteen or more o f  them,
T h e Petition o f Richard fVhitlall, o f  Bengal, now in “  and Notice thereof given to the faid Court.”

England, That about June 1767 your Petitioner was employed
Humblv fhew^th P atrick M eTaggart, o f Calcutta, Merchant, as his

Attorney, to recover in the M ayor’s Court the Sum o f

T H A T  Y our Petitioner having obtained Per- 2075 Arcot Rupees, which was due to him upon a Bond 
million from this Honourable Company to go from Mary Morgan, an Inhabitant o f Calcutta; and your 

out to India as a Free Merchant, fome time in April Petitioner, at the Requeft of the Plaintiff, exhibited and 
1764, failed for Bengal, in order to refide at Calcutta ; filed a Bill o f Complaint in the Mayor’s Court there, 
but that, foon after bis Arrival, the Prefident and in the ufual Form, on the 26th o f June in tha{ Yekr,
Council there having reftri&ed Free Merchants from againft the faid Mary Morgan-, who'being fummoned, 
trading in the Country; and Y our Petitioner being one employed Thomas Morris, of Calcutta aforefaid, as her 
o f the Attornies o f His Majefty’s Court o f K ing’s Bench, Attorney in that Suit; and on the 1 8th o f Auguft your 
petitioned the Honourable the Mayor’s Court at Cal- Petitioner, by Diredion o f his Client, took out a W ar- 
cutta aforefaid, to be admitted to pradife in that Court; rant to hold the Defendant to Bail, on the ufual Affida- 
and was accordingly duly admitted and fworn one o f the vit being made by the Plaintiff; which Warrant, on or 
Attornies thereof agreeable to the Pradice o f the faid about the 2 ilt Day o f Auguft, was returned, executed by 
Court, as by a Copy o f his'Admittance, ready to be Simeon Droz, Efquire, then Sheriff; who did o f his own 
produced, will appear; where he, by his Diligence and Accord, and without any Authority from the Mayor's 
Behaviour, acquired great Reputation, and by his Prac* Court, or Notice or Bail given to the faid Court, or to 
tice procured a genteel Income. your Petitioner or his Client, voluntarily releafe the faid

T hat Y our Petitioner is informed, that the M ayor’s Mary Morgan out o f his Cuftody, contrary to the Ufages 
Court at Calcutta aforefaid is, by His Majefty’s Charter, and Cuftoms in fuch Cafe generally obferved ; o f which 
appointed a Court o f Record for hearing and determin- your Petitioner informed the Court, and folicited 
ing all C ivil Suits, A& ions, and Pleas, with Power to another Warrant, in order to avoid Litigation with the 
appoint Officers and M m illers; and the Court is enjoin- Sheriff; which Motion the faid Court reje&ed, as will 
ed to adhere ftriAly to the Laws o f England in all fuch appear by the Record, deeming the Sheriff liable to pay 
Matters as ffioukl come before them for their Determi- the Debt"; and thereupon the Plaintiff made Applica- 
nation; which Charter, after fpecifying the Authority tion to the Sheriff, and informed your Petitioner that the 
to the faid Mayor's Court to appoint Clerks and Offi- Sheriff was ready, on having a proper Receipt, to dif­
fers, &c. and to do all fuch other things as may be charge the fame : And moreover, on the 21ft o f March 
found necriffary to the Adminiftration o f Juftice, pro- 1768, the following Letter was received by your Peti- 
■ ceeds in the following Manner:: “  So they from Tim e tioner from the faid Sheriff:
<< to Tim e give an Account thereof unto the faid Corn- 
"  pany, and fo as the fame {hall be fubject to the A p - “ S I R ,
"  probation, Controul, and Alteration o f the faid Com ­

pany, under the Hands o f Thirteen, or more, o f the “  Pleafe to acquaint me what are the Particulars o f 
Court o f Directors of the faid Company ; whom we u M r. M ( Taggart’s Demand on Mrs. MI organ, and how 

“  do likewife will and ordain ro have full Power and 14 much the Whole amounts to.
“  Authority to make fuch Rules and Orders, for the « I am, Sir,
“  better Adminiftration o f Juftice, as they from T im e « Monday, « Your moft obedient,
“  to T im e fhall think fit andmeceffary; but fuch Rules “  2 ift March 1768.”  “  S. Droz.”
“  and Orders, fo to be made by the laid Mayor’ s Court,
"  i® far as the lame (hall not be repugnant to any Rules « T o  M r, fFhittall.”

That,
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T h at a Ihort Tim e after, your Petitioner and his diately taken down by the Regifter, and read over to the 
Client accidentally met with Mr. Droz at the Council Court: And although your Petitioner denied the fame,
H oufe at Calcutta, who began fpeaking upon the Sub- or any Part thereof, to be true, except that he drew up 
jcrdt j when your Petitioner civilly acquainted the She- a Receipt in Behalf o f  the Plaintiff M r. M cTaggart, and 
riff, that he having, without Authority or Notice given, acknowledged the Converfacion which palled between him 
o f his ovPn Accord difcharged the Defendant out of* and the Sheriff", when he told him, in the Council 
Cuftody, your Petitioner apprehended he was become Houfe, that he apprehended he was become liable to the 
liable to the D ebt; on which he anfwered, he would pay D ebt, as herein above recited ; notwithftanding all this, 
it on a proper Receipt being given to him by M r. the laid M ayor’s Court, without further Debate, after 
M  Taggart % and that he had taken, or would take, from privately confuting one another when fitting upon the 
the Defendant a Mortgage o f a Garden to indemnify Bench, diftnilfed your Petitioner from adting or praCtif- 
him felf; which Mortgage, it fince appears, was aflually ing any longer as an Attorney o f their faid Court, 
prepared by Mrs. Morgan's Attorney, Mr. Morris-, and
in confequence o f this Converfation, the Plaintiff* requeft- A  Copy o f  the Order o f your Petitioner’s Difmilffon, 
ed your Petitioner to draw op a Ryceipr, which he ac- as the fame Hands upon Record, is in the following 
cordingly did, as follow s: W ords:

44 Calcutta, 4th June 1768. 44 Calcutta, Friday the 4th Day o f Auguft, in the
“  Received o f  Simeon Droz, Efquire, the Sum o f  44 Year o f our Lord One thoufand Seven

“  T w o thoufand and Seventy-five Arcot Rupees, 44 hundred and Sixty-nine.
44 being the Principal Sum due unto me on a cer-
44 tain Bond executed by Mary Morgan -, and alfo “  A t a Court held ;
u the Sum o f T w o hundred and Eighty-fix Arcot « P  p  p  <: P  W r
44 Rupees and five Annas, being Sixteen Months k ’
44 and Thirteen D-tys Intereft: on the (aid Bond, at 44 David Killtcan, Efquire, Mayor,
44 the Rate o f  Ten perCentum per Annum, forwhich f  Matthew Miller, 1
“  a Suit is depending in the honourable the M ay- 44 Meffleurs < James Lawrell, l  Aldermen.
44 or’s Court, where the faid original Bond is filed ; ( John Bathoe, J
“  and I do hereby promife to deliver up the faid 44 Patrick MAaggart 1 44 T h e Regifter reported, that 
“  Bond uncancelled unto the faid Simeon Droz, 44 againft > 44 John Morgan and Sebajlian
<l upon his paying me the Cofts o f  Suit in the faid “  Mary Morgan; J 44 Cordeiros, Witneffes for the
44 Caufe: A s Witnefs my H an d ; and I do hereby 44 Complainant, are examined
tc further promife to withdraw the Suit on Tuefday 44 by M r. John Holme, the late
“  next. , 44 Examiner o f this Court.

14 Pat* M c Taggart.
44 M r. Richard Whittall, the Complainant’s Attorney,

- '  A nd this Receipt was figned by the Plaintiff' M c Tag- 44 acquainted the Court, that this Caufe was ended.
gart, and the Sheriff feme time afterwards paid the “  M r. Morris, Attorney for the Defendant, informed rhe 
M on ey; fince which no Inftrtnftions were received by “  Court, that this Caufe was yet pending, and had ne- 
your Petitioner from his Client, nor was any Motion 44 ver been withdrawn, which would appear by a Copy 
made relative to the faid S u it; neither was your Peti- 44 o f a Receipt exhibited in this Caufe (the Original pray- 
tioner acquainted, till a considerable Tim e after, that “  ed for, and admitted to be produced and proved aC 
his laid Client had received the Sum above fpecified; 44 Hearing o f  this Caufe) That the Complainant had,
nor are the Cofts o f  Suit to this Day paid to your Peti- 44 by Deception ufed, received from Simeon Droz, Ef~ 
tioner, or to his Client, as far as he knows or believes, “  quire, the Principal and Intereft o f a Bond o f the D e- 

T h at at the Opening of the Court on the 4ch o f A u - “  fendant, fued for by the Complainant in this Caufe; 
guff 1769, Mr. May, the Regifter, read a Report o f the 4t and that was without the Knowledge andConfent o f the 
Examiner to the Court, “ That T w o  Witneffes had “  Defendant or her Attorney at Law. M r. Morris fur- 
** been examined in rhe Caufe M cTaggart againft Mar- “  ther informed the Court, That the faid original Re-
“  gan:'’ (A  Circumflance which indeed happened prior 44 ccipt is wrote, as he believes, in the proper Hand- 
to the Date o f the Receipt herein above recited, and they 44 writing o f  the Complainant’s Atrorney at Law, and 
were examined by an Order o f Court, by reafon o f their “  figned by Complainant himfelf. T h e  Complainant’s 
being about to leave Calcutta) Whereupon your Peti- “  Attorney, the faid Richard IVhittall, acknowledging 
tioner, as Attorney for the Plaintiff, naturally acquaint- “  the fame to be an exaCt Copy of the Receipt drawn 
ed the Court, “  Thar the faid Caufe was ended: T hat 44 up in his own Hand-writing, and figned by his C li- 
“  he had no InftruCtions to proceed, the Sheriff having, “  enr, whereby he engages to Mr. Droz to withdraw 
“  without any Authority, releafed the Defendant out o f  44 this Suit on the cnfuing Court D a y; which the faid 
44 Cuftody when confined for Defaulc o f Bail upon a 41 Attorney Mr. Richard Whittall not only wilfully neg- 
"  Warrant, and had actually paid, or agreed to pay, the 44 It died to do at the next Sitting o f the Courr, but has 
“  D ebt for the Defendant, as your Petitioner prefumed “  fuffcred the Suit to remain depending in Court to this 
“  the Law in fuch Cafe obliged him to do.” 44 Day. T h e  Court, on due Confideration o f this Mac-

Whereupon M r. Morris, the Defendant’s Attorney, “  ter are unanimoufly o f Opinion, That rhe faid Richard 
informed the Court, “  That your Petitioner had de- “  Wbittall’s Method of obtaining the Sum o f the 
44 ceived and impofed upon M r. Droz, and had fraudu- *4 faid Simeon Droz was an irregular Proceeding, as no 
** lently and falfeiy obtained the Payment o f the Sum “  Decree having then paffed in Court in favour o f his 
44 fued for by M r. MTaggart from M r. Droz, by falfeiy 44 Client's Demand -, that his neglecting to inform the 
44 acquainting M r. Droz, that the Suit commenced by 44 Court o f his having received the faid Sum o f the 
“  M r. MTaggart againft the faid Mary Morgan was 44 faid Simeon Droz, and alfo neglecting to defire the faid 
4‘ decreed by the Court, and that M r. Droz was oblig- 44 Suit then depending to be withdrawn, agreeable to his
44 ed to pay the Amount thereof; and that by fuch D e- 44 Client’s Obligation to the faid Simeon Droz on Receipt
44 ceit ufed by your Petitioner only, M r. Droz was in- 44 o f faid Sum, is a manifeft Abufe o f his D uty as an 
44 duced to pay the fam e; and that the original Receipt 44 Attorney o f this Court, an unjuftifiable Procedure 
44 was wrote as he believed, in the proper Hand-writ- 44 with the faid Simeon Droz, and an Infult to the A u - 
44 ing o f your Petitioner, and figned by the Complain- 44 thority o f  this Court; and as the faid Richard Whittall 
44 ant: A ll which he would prove to be tru e:”  O r 44 has, in the Courfe o f his TranfaCtions o f the Bufinefs 
W ords to the like Effcdt: W hich were thereupon imme- 44 o f  his Office, frequently merited and received the fe- 
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« vere Reprehcnfions o f this Court, and as it is too evi- Court, that the Lid Complainant had received the
“  dent that their Admonitions have had no W eight in faid Sum o f Money o f M r. Droz, your Petitioner
«  bringing him to a proper Senfe o f his Duty in the doth aver, T hat he was not, directly or indirectly,
“  Difchar^-e o f his Office o f Attorney o f this Court. authorized by his Client to withdraw the S u it; nor

cc T h e  Court are now o f Opinion, that he no longer were the Cofts o f Suit paid cither by his Client or
« deferves their Indulgence, and do accordingly dlfmifs the Sheriff; and no Expences whatever accrued
«  him from afting any longer as an Attorney o f this to either Plaintiff or Defendant, nor to the faid
« c ourti " °  Simeon D roz ; and no PerfonJ whatever was preju-

“  Auguft 14th 1760. « .A  true Copy. diced on that Account.
« j .  May, Regifter.”  Thirdly, For that in the faid Order o f Difmiffion, the 

,\ Caufes for which he is therein faid to have merited
T hat before the Court adjourned, your Petitioner ap- and received the fevere Reprehcnfions o f the faid

plied to the Court, and to their Regifter, for Copies o f Court are not affigned, and which your Petitioner
all the Minutes and Proceedings againft him, herein humbly infifts ought to have been done, in order to
above recited which however both the Court and Re- enable the laid Company to form a competent
gifter thought fit to refufe. And on the 2ad of Auguft judgm ent thereof; and that the Silence o f the faid
your Petitioner did, by his Attorney, M r. George Sparks, Order, in this Refpeft, carries with it this plain In-
prefent a Petition to the Mayor’s Court, praying for ference, either that no fuch Caufes ever exifted, or
Copies o f the above-faid Minutes and Proceedings, to be that the fame were fo trivial or groundlefs as not to
properly authenticated under the Seal o f the C o u rt: But bear Examination.
the Court would only grant Copies o f the Order o f  D'if- And your Petitioner fball ever pray, & c.
million, figned by the'R egifter, and would not fuffer London, , .  ~
the fame to be authenticated under the Seal o f the C ourt; i l l  March 177 *• Richard PE nil tall,
abfolutely refuftng ro grant Copies of the Minutes men-
tioned in the faid Petition, on which he had been actually T o  the honourable the Court o f Directors o f the United 
difm iffed: So that no Part o f fuch Minutes appear on Company o f Merchants o f England trading to the
Record. Y o u r Petitioner, a little time after, telling the Eaft Indies.
Regifter, that at fame future Period he would be called
upon to produce the faid Minutes, was anfwered by the T h e  Memorial of Alexander Jephfon, late of Bengal,
Regifter, “  T hat they were not in. being.”  Merchant, but now of London,

In confequence o f the above-mentioned Proceedings, 
and the bad State o f Health your Petitioner was then in, Sheweth,
he applied to the Governor and Council at Calcutta for That your Memonalift, in the Year 1762, went to 
Leave to return to England, and embarked on board the Bengal tinder Free Merchants Covenant.?, by youi 1 er~
Anfon, one o f the Ships employed in the Service o f  the million granted in that Y e a r ; and uuring his Refidence 
faid honourable the United Company; and being ar- there, and in the Year 1766, he married Mrs .Gallopine, 
rived in England, hopes to obtain that Satisfa&ion, which W idow and Executrix of the late Peter Gallopine, of Cal- 
his Cafe requires, from this honourable Court. cutta, whofe Eftate your Memorialift found in great Con-

Y our Petitioner therefore hopes, from the Juilice o f fufion, and large Demands againft it ; and youi Memo- 
his Cafe alone, that this honourable Court will afford rialift examined and perufed his Books of Accounts with 
him an Opportunity o f laying before them the Proofs o f as much Care and Attention as they would admit of, 
what your Petitioner hath herein fet forth; and that this they having been very irregularly kept, and no Balance 
honourable Court will be pleaied to reverie the faid O r- o f his Cafh Book having been ftiuck for fome Years, 
der o f Difmiffion, and reinftate your Petitioner in his T h at it appeared to your Memorialift, on luch Exa- 
Office o f one o f the Attornies o f the honourable the mination, that it was impoffible any judgment could be 
M ayor’s Court at Calcutta', for the following formed of his Affairs by the State of the Books at the

Tim e o f his Death ; although it was cruelly reported that 
R E A S O N S .  M r. Gallopine had died worth M oney, which Report has

^ been o f great Detriment to the Creditors of the Eftate,
Firft, Becaufe your Petitioner, having been duly admit- as well as to your Memorialift; for upon making up the 

ted and fworn an Attorney o f the Mayor’s Court at Accounts o f the faid Eftate, your Memorialift found the 
Calcutta, he prefumes he had a Freehold in his fame greatly infolvcnr, to the Amount of near a Lack of 
Place, and confequently could not be legally dif- R upees; and in confequence o f there not being fu icitnt 
miffed, without a proper and fufficient Complaint Affets to fatisfy all the Creditors on t.ie F.flate, your M e- 

' o f  forne Mifbehavjour in him, verified upon Oath, morialift, and his Wife as Executrix,^ had levered Suits
with a proper and fufficient Tim e allowed him for commenced againft them in the Mayor s Court at Calcutta. 
making his Defence; which was not obferved; T hat in the Year 1767 your Memorialift and his W ile 
but the faid Court proceeded to difmifs him, without intended to come to England, and had engaged their 
any Charge properly exhibited againft him, or ve- Paffage, but were prevented by the M ayors Court,
Tified by O ath ; without any Tim e allowed him for who called upon your Memorialift to give Security, on 
making his Defence; without any Proof whatfo- leaving the Country, for the Amount o f a 1 the Debts 
ever; and without any fufficient Caufe alledged. and Demands on M r. Gallopine s Eftate 51 alleaging, that 

Secondly, Becaufe the Reafons given in the Order o f  as the Executrix T ad  paid ieveral Debts in full, ffie - 
Difmiffion, if true, (which, on the contrary, your ought to pay the Remainder, or make an equal Dividend 
Petitioner does not admit) contain no legal Caufe o f the Eftate, and that fo much as was overpaid of 
o f  Removal or Difmiffion o f your Petitioner; for it what the Dividend would have amounted to, mu be 
appears only, that your Petitioner afted as his Duty paid out o f her own feparate Eftate : 1 o this your 
to his Client required; and if  any Deception was Memorialift anfwered, in Behalf o f the Executrix, that 
ufed to the laid Mr. Droz, the Order ftates, that fuch Debts as were paid were juft Demands and not 
that Deception was not ufed by yo«r Petitioner, difputed, and were paid by her as they were demanded, 
but by his Client, the Complainant in the faid before any Suits were commenced, and before it was known 
Caufe; which Charge againft the Complainant that the Eftate was Jnfbkvent, and on a huppojition 
your Petitioner by no Means admits. But infifts, that there would be JuJftcient Aftets to anfwei the whole 
as the Truth is, that no Deception whatever was Demands on the faid Eftate: Your Memonalift alfo 
ufed by your Petitioner or his Client to the faid M r. acquainted the . Court, that theie was a la/ge 0am cf  
Droz -, and as to the Charge in the Lid Order M oney due to the Executrix on Account of her Marriage
againft your Petitioner, for not informing the Settlement with Mr. Gallopine, which was her cwn, pro­

per
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per Money, and fettled upon her before her Intermarriage “  W idow and Executrix o f  Peter Gallopine; late o f  Cal- 
with Mr. Gallopine,., and vefied in the Hands of Trufices, “  cutta aforefaid. Merchant, deceafed, propofe imme- 
wkicb Mr. Gallopine afterwards pojfeffed hitnfelf c f  by “  diately to depart out o f  the Jurifdidion, or out o f 
being Attorney for One of the Trufiees, without the Know- “  the Reach o f the Procefs of this Court, toward- P a m  
ledge or Confent of the Executrix, and thereby your Memo- “  beyond Seas, to the very great Damage o f this Coufe, 
rialifi became the greateft Creditor: That, as all the Ef- “  and o f  the Suitors o f this Court j and this Court 
feSts had been accounted for, which came to the Hands of ** being willing and clefirous to prevent the fame, you 
the Executrix and your Memorialift, their dm m,ding fucb “  are commanded by this Court, that without any De- 
Securities from your Memorialift on an inf cheat Eftate was “  lay you make the laid Alexander Jephfon and Pbila- 
nnjuft and contrary to Law, and therefore your Memo- “  delphia his W ife  perfonally to come before you, and 
rialift refifed to comply with giving luch Securities: “  find fufficient Bail, under a certain Penalty, by you to
T he Court then obliged your Memorialift to make an ct be reafonably impofed, for which they will anfwer to 
Affidavit in Court, that your Memorialift would ftay *c this Court, that they or either o f them fhall not 
another Year for the Satisfaction o f the Creditors, tf prefume or attempt to depart towards Parts beyond 
which your Memorialift was compelled .to comply with, "  Seas, or out o f the Jurifdi&ion, or out o f che Reach 
01 he would have been fent to Prifnn; which Compul- (i o f the Procefs o f this Court, without the fpecial 
fion has been a great Expence and Lois to your M e- “  Licence o f this Court, in Contempt or to the Pre- 
morialift. ft judice or Damage o f this Court, or of the Suitors

T he Court then promifed they would hefir the Caufes "  thereof; and if  this they fhall refufe to do before 
in the Couric o f the Tw elve Months,, and that your f< yoii, then do you immediately commit the faid Alex- 
Memorialift fhould not be detained any longer on “  ander Jephfon aud Philadelphia his W ife to the Prifori 
Account o f theft Affairs. “  o f Calcutta aforefaid, in the lame to be kept in d o le

That your Memorialift gave public Notice for all “  Cuftody, until they do this voluntarily; and when you 
Perfons having Demands on the faid Efiate to make “  have fo taken fuch Bail or Security, do you certify 
them on or before the ift o f September, that your M e- “  this Court thereof clearly and diftiridly, under your 
morialift might not be prevented coming to England the f‘ Seal, at the fame time returning this W iit to this 
next Y e a r; and, as it appeared the Banyan, who had ct Court.— Given under the Hands and Seals o f Ccrne- . 
the Management o f Mr. Gallopine's Affairs in his U fe -  “  lias Goodwin, Efquire, Mayor, and of M r. David 
time, had not given in proper and clear Accounts, and “  Killican, one o f the Aldermen of Calcutta aforelitid, 
had allured the Executrix that there would be fufficient “  and under the Seal of the faid Court, this Nineteenth 
Affets to pay all the Debts on the Efiate, befides her own “  Day o f February, in the Year of our Lord 1768.
Money due by virtue of the Settlement, your Memorialift, (Signed)
fulpeding him guilty o f fome Fraud, cauled a Bill to "  Cornelius Ccodwin, Mayor, ( L . S .)
be filed againft him for the Difcovery o f the Effeds, “  David Killican, Alderman.*' ( L . S.)
and alfo to fatisfy the Creditors, who Fill could not be ,c (L . S.) John Home, Regifter. 
perfuaded that the Eftate was infolvent, though your ‘ ‘ T ake good Bail for Current Rupees Seventy-eight 
Memorialift filed his Account o f the Eftate in the “  thoufand Six hundred Forty-four, and Four Annoes,
M ayor’s Court in Odtober; and your Memorialift after- “  and One Pice.”
wards delivered in ail the Books, Papers, and Accounts,
belonging to the faid Peter G allopine'Eftate, to the This Proceeding your Memorialift looked upon as 
Regifter o f the Mayor’s Court, by Order o f the Court, illegal; and would not comply w ith; in conlequence o f
for the Infpeftion o f the Creditors. which your Memorialift was arrefted by the Sheriff; by

T hat the next Year, in February 1768, your Memo- virtue o f the above Warrant, and committed to Prifon; 
rialift was preparing to come to England-, when feveral without being allowed Twenty-four Hours to procure 
o f the Creditors, who then had Suits depending in the Bail.
M ayor’s Court, filed a new Bill againft the Executrix Your Memorialift immediately applied to the Gover- 
and your M emorialift; and though they made the nor and Council of Calcutta for Redrefs, as per the fol- 
Debts amount to about 25,000 Rupees, they drew out lowing Letter; 
an Account o f what a Dividend would produce, and
again demanded a Security from your Memorialift o f u T o  the honourable Harry Verelfi, Efquire, Prefident 
about 78,000 Rupees. “  and Governor, and the & c. Council o f Fort W iF

That your Memorialift had often attended the Court tc Ham, 
in the Courfe o f the Tw elve Months, and acquainted “  Honourable Sir, and Sirs,
them that it was his firm Intention to leave Bengal that “  I beg leave to inform you, that by virtue o f an 
Seafon, and prefented feveral petitions, requefting they “  illegal Warrant iflued by the honourable the M ayor’s 
would finiffi the Affairs, agreeable to their Affurances “  Court, under the Hands and Seals o f Cornelius Good- 
o f laft Y e a r; alfo o f  his having taken a P adage on “  win, Efquire, Mayor, and Mr. David Killican, one of 
Board the Northington, Captain Scaly, who was to fail ** .he A  Mermen, la m  this Day committed a clofe P  ti­
the latter End o f February or Beginning o f March, in “  fbrvef to the Jail of this Town, which puts me under
order to bring them on to a Conclufion, as your M e- <c the difagreeable Neceffity of requiring your immedi-
morialift found he could be o f no further Service to the “  ate Protection, as an Inhabitant ot this Settlement,
Eftate, and his own Affairs requiring his Prefence in tc under the P retention o f the honourable Company, as 
Europe, befides that his Health had been much impaired: “  a Free Merchant, and likewiie as a Subjedt o f the
And upon this Bill being filed on the 19th o f February u K ing of Great Britain, that 1 may be properly re- 
1768, a few Days only before your Memorialift was “  dreffed, and proceed to England \n the Northington, 
to embark, the Court iffued out a Warrant, called a tc Captain Sealy, agreeable to the Permiffion you have 
N e exeat Regnum, which was in the W ords following; “  been pleated to give me.

s‘ I am, with the greateft Refpe&i '
“  By the honourable the M ayor’s Court at Calcutta at <c Honourable Sir, and Sirs,

Fort William in Bengal: “  Your mod obedient Servant,
** In the Jail o f  Cakuttai (Signed)

«  T o  the Sheriff o f Calcutta aforefaid, and the “  23d February 1768. <£ Alexander Jephfon,’ '
t( Didridf thereof, Greeting:

But they informed your Memorialift, that nothing but 
“  Becaufe we have received certain Intelligence that Decrees regularly appealed from, were cognizable by 

** Alexander Jephfon and Philadelphia his W ife, who is them, as per the fo llo w in g  L e tte r:
Vofc. IV. ;  " T o
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”  T o  M r. Alexander Jephfcn, “  nothing but your Prefence, and that o f  Mrs. Jephfon's,
S I R  “  t0 aifwer in Perfon to the feveral Caufes depending

•• I am direfted by the honourable the P r e s e n t  and "  in C<’urt’ can U  f i ' ‘sfa* or>r t0 * em : Ia 1 am
«■  Council to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter „  " ot: nor “ ■ « N “ >cc any thing for your
“ o f  this Date, and to acquaint y e t  in reply, that Enlargement, but a fpecial Authority from the Court,
“  your Application to them can only be as Governor d!rca,n 8 n,e “  Leleafe M,rs’ 5W j » aod k
“  and Council, or as a Court o f  Appeals, in the lat- B'v“  me much Pam to be obliged to conform to

, “  ter Cafe, noihing but Decrees in the M ayor’s Court, r efs 01 0 a ^ ure‘
“  regularly appealed through all the Forms, are cog- lt} n , . , _
“  nizablc by them :’ In the former Cafe, as the M ayor’s our moft humble Servant,
<c Court, a K in g ’s Court o f Record, is no ways de- te -  , ,  ,
“  pendant on them in their judicial Capacity, nor no arC ’ Simeon Droz, oherm.
“  ways aniwerable for their Proceedings, they, as a On Receipt o f which Letter your Memorial;!!: im- 
“  Governor and Council, have no Right to interfere, mediately wrote to the Mayor as follows, but received no 
“  even in an illegal A d .  Anfwcr thereto,

w I hui Sir
“  Y our moft humble Servant, "  T o  CortuKut Godwint Efquire, Mayor.

“  Fort William, (Signed) v  “ S I R ,
“  23d February 1768. Simeon Droz, Secretary.”  “  I have juft now received a N ote from M r. Droz,

That the Attorney for your Memorialift, during fuch * cannot releafe me on any Account, without
Confinement, waited feveral Times on M r. Droz, the un v y °u or Court: Mr. Thomas Woo'd-
Sheriff, and afked what Bail was required for the En- f ward and M r* m Uum  Harwood will be my Security, 
largement o f your Memorialift and his W ife, who fome- to anlwer to the Decrees again ft M r. Gallopine's
times referred him to the Court, fometimes to the Plain- F.ftate, and tins is what I underftand is all the Court
tiffs, and fometimes to the Mayor. ■ \ wanl > therefore, Sir, I defire you will fend Orders

T h at your Memorialtft’s Attorney then informed ro ^ r.’ ^ roz t0 re êa‘*e me> on thefe Gentlemen’s
Cornelius Goodwin, Efquire, Mayor, and M r. Droz, the . becoming my Security, or let me know what I am to
Sheriff, he was come to depofit the 78,000 Rupees, the * or y 1 at 1S ' l5rther wanted o f  me : Thofe Gen- 
Sum marked in the W rit, in the Company’s Treafury, * denre to know when you will be at Home,
or any other Sum which fhould be required; but they W1 y a,t on you t° .1 udify as my Security,
abfolutely refufed to accept o f fuch, or any other Secu- * rcqueft your immediate Anfwer, 
rity whatfoever. “  -And am> Sir,

T h at the faid Cornelius Goodwin, in the Courfe o f  the “ Your moft humble Servant,
Proceedings againft your Memorialift in the faid M ayor’s “  Calcutta, (Signed)
Court, did frequently declare, that your Memorialift “  March ift 170S. Alexander Jephfon."
fhould be detained in the Country; and when your M e- Y our Memorialift was therefore to confider himfelf 
morialift’s faid Attorney ftated to the Court the Ulega- as a Prifoncr for Life, as the Court might always 
lity o f  fuch Proceedings, and that they were not agree- make the fame Plea as the prefent, That ether Suits 
able to the Laws of Kiigland, he the faid Cornelius and Demands might afterwards be made on the Eft ate;
Goodwin declared, That they had nothing to do with the And as your Memorialift was confcious he had done 
Laws of  England there', that the Laws of England his Duty in the Management o f the Eftate ; and that 
were never made for them \ and declared, he would not fo thefe Proceedings were contrary to the regular Courfe 
much as hear the Laws of England named while he f a f  o f  Law and Juftice ; and that your Memorialift had 
upon that Bench: That the faid Cornelius Goodwin, no Hopes o f  ever being redrelfed in India', and that,
M ayor, and David Killiean and John Levett, 1 wo o f the by a Continuance there under thcle cruel Circumftances,
Aldermen, had a Converfation with the Sheriff; and your it might put a Period to the Life o f vour Memorialift, 
Memorialift’s Attorney waited upon the Sheriff, who who only wanted Juftice and E quity to take place: 
informed him, that your Memorialift would be releafed Therefore vour Memorialift, having given his Bond to 
on giving Security for the Money : Whereupon your the Sheriff'for the Liberty of his H oufc, on the ad o f  
Memonahft’s Attorney, by order o f your Memorialift, March left his Houfe, and got. into his Boat, with In- 
offered Mr. Williamfon to be Security, who was then tent to go on board the Northington, having the Go- 
accepted of; but the next Morning the Mayor informed vernor and Council’s Permifficn, and his Baggage fent 
your Memorialift’s Attorney, that the Sheriff would not on board; but on his W ay to the Ship in the River, 
accept o f any Security, without an Order o f Court, for and near to fngillee, the next Day, the 3d of M arch, in 
the Enlargement o f your Memorialift and his W ife. the Evening, ‘your Memorialift’s Boat was boarded by 

T hat a Court was then fummoned ( i f t  M arch) at a Military Serjeant and Soldiers, with fixed Bayonets, 
which was was prefent the Mayor, and Meffrs. Lear, Piftols, and other A rm s; alfo the Sheriff’s Officer with 
Killiean, Cator, and Levett, Alderman, when Bail was the Silver Oar, who produced the Orders o f  the G o- 
again offered by your Memorialift’s Attorney; and M r. vernor and Council to Captain Sealy, and all Coin- 
Woodzvard, one o f the Aldermen, declared in open Court manders under the Englifii Protedion (a Copy o f which 
he would be Security for the 78,000 Rupees, which was Order is as follows :)
refufed: Whereupon your Memorialift’s Attorney and “  M r. Alexander Jcphfon and Philadelphia his W ife,
M r. Woodward then afked what Bail was required ; but « having fled from Juftice, in Defiance o f the
the Court would fix on no Sum ; and faid Bail would “  Laws o f the Land, I am directed by the ho-
not be taken, as other Skits and Demands might afterwards “  nourable the Prefident and Council to acquaint
ve made on the EJlate, and that nothing but your Memo- “  you, that yon are on no Account to receive
rialift s Prefence in Perfon, to anfmer the Caufes depend- “  them on board your S h ip ; and if  they are on
ing in Court, would beJatisf&Mory ; and your Memorialift “  board, vou are immediately on Receipt o f this
received a Letter from the Sheriff to that Purpofe (a « to deliver them up to the Sheriff’s Officer.
Copy o f which is as follows :) « By Order o f the honourable the Prefident

\ To Alexander Jephfcn, Efquire. “  and Council.
(Signed)

“ S I R ,  t( p ort William, Edward Baber,
*" * “ ave recel/ed Note, and am to acquaint « the ad M arch 176S. Affiftant Secretary.”

“  you m reply, that the Court has acquainted me And

/̂ l S
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A nd in this Manner your Memorialift and his W ife
were forced back to Calcutta, and immediately commit- Extract from the General Letter to Bengal, dated
ted clofe Prifoners by the Sh eriff; and your Memorialift 3d May 17 7 1, per Lord Holland and Britannia.
was thereby deprived o f going in the Northington, which
was a very  great Lofs to your Memorialift and his Par. 6. A  Petition having been presented to us by 
Affairs. M r. Richard IV'hittall, late one o f the Attornies o f the

Y o u r Memorialift was furprized to find the Governor M ayor’s Court at Calcutta, and difmiffed from his 
and Council fhould iffue out fuch Orders, after their Office by an Order o f  the faid Court, dated the 4th 
Anfwers to your Memorialift on thefe Affairs 5 and your A u g u ftiy fit j;
Memorialift addreffed them again during Confinement, 7. W e confidered the Merits o f the faid Petition, and 
by Letters dated the 7th and 14th of March, and laid diredted a Cafe to be ftated thereon, for the Opinion o f 
the Cafe before them } alfo requefted fuch Letters might M r. Sayer, the Company’s Handing Counfel j which 
be forwarded to this honourable Court; to which your Opinion is to the following Effecft:
Memorialift received the fame Anfwer as before. “  TheD ifm ifiion o f Mr. Whit tail, from afting as an

Y o u r Memorialift and his W ife remaining in Prifon, “  Attorney of the M ayor’s Court, appears; from
many Applications were made to the Court, the M ayor, “  M r. WhiHall'a Cafe, to be an Order made in
and Sheriff, for their Enlargement, as there was only One "  a Caule, confequendy may be appealed from;
Ship more, the Admiral Pecocke, Captain. Riddle, to be “  and ought to be heard by the Governor and
difpatched that Seafon; when the Court at laft thought “  C oun cil; but it is not in the Power o f the
proper to enlarge your Memorialift, on the 18th o f  w Directors, o f  themfelvcs, to reverfe any O r-
M arch, on giving the fame Bail which he had offered he- "  der made in a Caufe. It is not only advileable,

fore, hut which was refufed, and Security Bonds to an- “  but in my Opinion neceffary, for the Direc-
fwer die Monies due to the Eftates o f  feveral deceafed “  tors, in their General Letter to the Governor
Perfons, to fome o f  whom M r. Gallopine was Executor, “  and Council, to ftate their Thoughts o f  M r.
and to others Adminiftrator, “  Whittall's Difmiffion, as to that Part o f the

In confequence o f thefe Proceedings, your M em o- “  Order that declares, without fpeqifying any
rialift, who together with his W ife are nowin England, * *5 Particulars of the bad Conduft Mr. Whittall
was obliged to leave his Effects in Bengal in the Hands “  was guilty of, W hich, in the Courfe of his
o f his Bail, for their Indemnification ; and having (pre- “  Pranfactions of the Bufinefs of his Office, fre-
vious to the bluing the N e exeat Regnum) taken his Paf- “  quently merited, received the fevere Reprehen-
fage on board the Northington, your Memorialift for- “  Jions of the Court.— Such general Charges o f
feited his Paffage Money, which he had a&ually paid, “  Mifbrhaviour, without Faifts, are very grofs,
and which amounted to near ,£.500. although your “  and unbecoming a Court o f Juftice, and have
Memorialift and his W ife came Hom e in another Ship ** more the Appearance o f private Refcntmeot
(the Pococke.) “  than public Good j efpecially from a Court

Y our Memorialift, fince his Arrival in England, has “  whofe Orders may be reverfed by Appeal,
employed an eminent Attorney to draw up the Cafe, ct T h e  Diredors fhould recommend to the Go-
tfnd had the then Attorney General, M r. J)e Grey, and <c vernor and Council to admit the Appeal, and
Sir Fletcher Norton’s Opinion thereon; who declare the “  adl therein as the Juftice o f  the Cafe fhalj
N e  exeat, and the Proceedings o f the faid M ayor’s “  require.”
Court, to be illegal, arbitrary, and moft oppreffive; 8. M r. Whit tall now proceeds to Bengal, on the Ship
whofe Opinions your Memorialift is ready to lay before Lord Holland, in order to prefer to you his Petition o f
this honourable Court, when called fo r; alfo, all the A ppeal; which wr recommend to you to receive, and 
other original Letters and Papers relative to thefe Pro- to take the fame into ferrous Confideration, not doubting 
ceedings ; and alfo is ready to verify the above h harges but he will receive at your Hands all the Juftice which 
by Affidavits, or in fuch other Manner as your Honours his Cafe requires ; at the fame time we do not mean to 
ftiall diretft, bias or prejudice your Judgment in the Courfe o f this

Your Memorialift moft humbly prays your H o* Proceeding, 
nours to take his Cafe into Confideration ; and 10, W e tranfmit you herewith the Memorial o f  Alex- 
that an Enquiry may be had into the Condudt ander Jepbfon, on the Behalf o f hirr.felt and Philadel- 
and Proceedings o f  Cornelius Goodwin, the late fhia  his W ife, lately prefented to us, complaining o f die 
Mayor, and the feveral other Aldermen o f  the moft cruel Injuft ice done him by the M ayor’s Court at 
M ayor’s Court at Calcutta, whofe Conduit, as 'Calcutta, and your Refufal o f Redrefs, upon his Corn- 
Judges thereof, have been moft arbitrary and plaint exhibited to you, by way o f  Appeal againft that 
oppreffive in the Courfe o f  the Proceedings Injuftice.
againft your M em orialift; and to order Hom e J 1. Common Senfe fuggefts, that in the Cafe o f aa
the faid Cornelius Goodwin, late M ayor, toge- Executor, he ought never to be held to Bail, but where 
fher with David Killican, Alderman, and Simon there is the fulleit Proof, not only o f  the D ebt claimed 
Droz, the Sheriff, who have been moft active in to be due, but that he is poffeffed o f  A  He is belong- 
oppreffing and injuring your Memorialift, in ing to the. deceafed, applicable to the DSfqharge o f 
order to anfwer here for the fame; forafmuch as fuch Debt, which he wilfully withholds, or which are 
your Memorialift cannot hope for any Redrefs in in Danger o f being fquander'ed away ; much lefs ought 
the Premifes in the M ayor’s Court at Calcutta, an Executor to be puc into Prifon, or held to Bail, either 
and cannot commence any Suit againft them here upon a N e exeat Regno, or any other Procefs, when 
whilft they are A broad; and that the Bail which it appears upon his Oath, either upon an Inventory 
your Memorialift was compelled to give to the delivered in, or his Anfwer te a  Bill filed againft him for 
laid Court, for all Demands made upon the Payment o f the Demand, that the Eftate o f his Tefta- 
Eftate o f the faid Peter Gall opine, deceafed, who tor is infolvent; in fuch a Cafe it is not to be conceiv- 
being infolvent, and your Memorialift the great- *d , that the moft erroneous Judgment could fuggeft 
eft Creditor, may be ordered to be dilcharged, fuch Proceedings as have been put in Practice againft 
in order that he may be enabled to recover bis M r. Jepbfon.
Effects from Bengal; and to grant fuch further 12. Equally abfurd is it for you to entertain Doubts 
R elief to your Memorialift as to your Honours o f  receiving Appeals againft the Interlocutory Orders or 
ffiall feem meet. Sentences o f the M ayor’s Court, in Cafes depending

And your Memorialift will ever pray, 8cc. before them,, becauie they are not complete J udgmems 
London, or D ecrees; every Order made by a Court o f Juftice is

March 1771. Alexander Jepbfon. a Sentence or Decree within the Meaning o f our Char-
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ter o f  Juftice, and there is not a Syllable in it that can o f  Power, for the Gratification o f their private Malice
head you to fuppofe, that only final J udgmertts or D e- aftd Refentment.
crees were meant to be the Subjects o f Appeal. In this •>
Kingdom , it is every D ay’s Praftice to fee Appeals Query 2d. I f  the ifluing this W rit was illegal, 
lodged in the Houfe o f  Lords, and at the Council under the Circumfiances o f this Cafe, ought not
Board, againft Interlocutory Orders o f  the Courts o f  the Prefident and Council to have admitted and
Chancery o f England and Ireland, and o f  the Courts o f received the Complaint made by Mr. Jephfon,
Juftice in the K in g’s Dominions Abroad, in number- by way o f Appeal from the Order o f Court by
lcfs Inftances, where there is not the lead Decifion upon which the W rit iflikd, which it appears they de-
the M erits; frequently upon the Competency or Adm il- dined d oing; and whether they ought not now fo
libility of Witneffes, before ’tis pofiible to know what to do, and give the Party Relief? And, upon the
Evidence they would give, or how far, when given, it whole, whac can the Court o f Diredlors do in
would afteft the Caufe ; ofcen upon Orders for T*rials this Matter, on Mr. Jephfon's Behalf, and what is
at Law , or new Trials, the Event whereof cannot be advifeable for them to do, to prevent fuch illegal
forefeen. Practices for the future ?

13. The Fafts, ftated in the Memorial laid before us, Arifwer. T h e  Prefident and Council ought to have 
are o f  fo extraordinary a Nature, and the Treatment admitted and received the Complaint made by M r.
M r. Jephfon and his W ife received, feem ed tou sfo  big ‘Jephfon, b yw ay o f Appeal, and reverfed every Pro - 
with Oppreffion and Injuflice, that before we could ceeding relating to this illegal N e exeat R egno; but 1b 
judge what was fitting to be done thereon, we thought it far were they from fo doing, that, except the Proceed- 
advileable to lay the whole o f the Proceedings before ings o f the M ayor’s Court, nothing could be worfe than 
M r. Sayer, the Company’s Counfel, for his Opinion ; their Anfwer to M r. Jephfon, o f the 23d February 1768, 
which we tranfmit to you herewith, together with the figned Simeon Droz, Secretary; and their Order to the 
Opinions o f  Sir William De Grey, the prefent Chief Juf- Captain o f the Northington, o f the 2d March 1768, 
tice o f His Majefty’s Court o f Common Pleas, and o f  figned Edward Baber, not to receive M r. Jephfon and his 
Sir Fletcher Norton, formerly H is Majefty’s Attorney W ife on board, but immediately deliver them ro the 
General, and now Speaker o f  the Houle o f Commons, Sheriff". Such Courts o f Juftice are not only difgraceful 
on M r. Jephfon's Cafe. to the Eafl India Company, but the Nation ; and if the

14. It is with much Concern and Indignation we ob- Company does not refeue the Inhabitants in their Settle* 
ferve our Courts o f Juftice proftituted to fuch Purpofes, ments from fuch Outrage on their Properties, under the 
as mult carry with them not only an indelible Reproach M afk o f Juftice, Bengal will be delerted.
to the Courts rhemfelves, but to that Government by I trull there are Men better qualified for Judges, to be 
which they were inftifuted; and that we may'entirely found at Bengal, than either M r. Goodwin or M r. Kit’li- 
acquit ourfelves o f giving the leaft Countenance to fuch can 5 and a very legal and fair Opportunity offers itfelf 
illegal A fts , we enjoin you immediately to receive Mr. o f removing one or both o f them from the Seat o f Juf* 
Jepbfon's Appeal, whenever he ffiall prefent the fame ; tice, which they have fo fhamefully difgraced. 
that you enquire ftriftly and minutely into all the Cir- M r. Jephfon's Memorial ftates as a Faft, T hat the 
cumftances o f  his Complaints, and caufe full and ample Proceedings were complained o f to the Court as illegal, 
Juftice to be done therein. and not agreeable to the-’ Laws o f England-, and that Jvlr.

15. After having thus exprefled our Abhorrepce o f Cornelius Goodwin declared, they had nothing to do with 
Proceedings, carrying on the Face of them fuch evident the Laws of England there; that they were never mads 
M arks o f Oppreffion, we truft that you will in future pre- for them, and declared, that he would not fo  much as 
vent any further Complaints o f this Nature againft your- hear the Laws of England named, while he fat upon the 
felves; and that on the prefent Occafion you will, without Bench.
Favour or Affedtion, put in Execution the Advice o f I f  it can be plainly proved, that M r. Goodwin, Mr. 
our Counfel, if  fatisfadlory Evidence can be obtained o f Killican, or any other o f their Afibciates, the Judges o f 
fuch infolent Declarations being uttered from the Bench, the M ayor’s Court, ufed, fitting in Judgment, °thefe 
as are laid to the Charge o f thofe fitting upon it, to ad- W ords, or W ords to the like E ffeft, they ought to be 
minifter Juftice under the Laws o f England, and thofe removed from being Judges o f the C o u r t; and upon a 
Laws only. Complaint in W riting in fome Perfon’s Name, exhibited

againft M r. Goodwin, or any other o f the fudges,
M r. Sayer’,  Opinion. charging the F aft above fpecified, in W riting, and

r a realonable Tim e given to him or tnem to make their
M r. Sayer is defired to peru fe' the Memorial o f  Mr. Defence, and being fummoned for that Purpofe, i f  the 

Alexander Jephfon, left herewith; and his Opinion is Fadh is proved upon them by at leaft Two IVitneffes, 
defired. they may legally, and ought, for the Sake not only o f

common Juitice, but common Decency, to be dif-
....  ; Query ift. Whether the N e exeat Regno, granted charged from being Judges o f the M ayor’s Court, and

by the Mayor’s Court againft M r. Jephfon and his if  poffible, by appointing other Judges, prevent the 
W ife , was legal; and efpecially, as it appears Juftice o f that Country from being fo lcandaloully ad- 
they were Executors o f an infoivent Eftate, and miniftered. 
that the fame iffued without any P ro o f before
the Court to warrant fuch a Proceeding ? r .r . v .  f t  . .  7S ^  .

Anfwer. I have read the Memorial o f M , Alexander o f  Lord C h ief De Grey s O p tio n .
jephfon; and if there is no Reafon to doubt the Fadts There is fo much Irregularity, Illegality, and Op- 
therein contained, the Nc exeat Regno is not only illegal, predion in this Story, that I fcarce know how to be- 
but the Proceedings relative to Mr. Jephfon and Pbila- lieve the Parties concerned in tranfadting it would admit 
cjelphia his W ife, under it, are not founded in Juftice, it to be true. I think feveral o f the Decrees as ftated 
but in W ickednefs and Outrage. I am fatisfied in my are erroneous, and might be appealed from, the Prin- 
own Mind, that neither Mr. Cornelius Goidwin, the ciple Of Law miftaken, fome o f  the Orders o f the 
M ayor, nor M r. David Killican, the Alderman, who Court unjuft, and the N e exeat illegal. I f  any o f the 
figned  ̂ the Order of the 19th February 1768, for the Parties are in England, Adtions might bt; brought 
committing of M r. Jephfon and W ife, without the againft them for their Parts o f the Tranfadtion, as far 
Name 01 a fingle Complainant, could confider it as a as they were illegal ; but before a precife Remedy can 
regular Proceeding in a Court of Juftice, but as an A ft be pointed out, it would be neceflary to fee the particu-

:Jf;fJ;JfI: J : ' ;  lar. f j j
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f fp;'
Jar Proceedings, and to know the F ads with Accuracy, “  the Sandion o f "fuch a Precedent, an Alderman might
and how far they can be brought home to any Perfon “  hereafter be called upon and examined in Evidence
now in England, “  to Matters tending to his own Accufation, bv which

An Appeal from this or that Order or Decree, or a “  Che Principles o f Law  and Juflice would be violated: 
Petition for Leave to appeal, would not give a full and “  T hat the Proceedings of the M ayor’s Court were 
adequate Relief, and would be attended with great “  always public, and the Remedy and M ode ot 
Expence. - " “  Accufation againft an Alderman precifeiv f  t forth

T h e  India Company are fo defirous o f  eftablifhing “  by the Charter ; that therefore the dired Application 
a free Courfe o f Juflice in their Settlements, that <c to us by one aggrieved, and having any M ifde- 
i f  the Matter is as Hated, I cannot but think a M e- <f meaner wherewith to charge an Alderman was 
morial to them, for a Reftitutian and Satisfaction, “  well known, nor could fuch an Accufer be at 
might produce a completer Remedy than a Procefs ec any Lofs to find Evidence to fupport his Charge, 
at Law, “  without Recourfe to the Aldermen themfelves;

• “  who, by a tacit Approbation, would become equally
* ■:? 4 (f cri lYJin

Copy o f Sir Fletcher Nortons Opinion. * «  Xhat lie was informed, that he was not fummoned
,  , .  , , _ ,  , . , , as an Alderman o f  the C o u rt} yet the Queftion
t  think there may be Cafes, where it may be legal „  was o f fuch a Nature that he U s  a great Diffi-

to detain a Perfon in A d a ,  and m iBbe Writs o f the „  cu) m {■ K  that Charaftcl. from the Matter 
Nature with the prelent; but upon this State of ta g a , „  it comainej .  how<.w , that the Refpeft due to 
all the Proceedings againft Mr. and M rs. JefhJon „  lhe j ud ment, and thc Confidence in the Upright- 
feem to be illegal, arbitrary, ana moft opprtm vei „  ^  offathc hnnourabJc Board, readily inclined him 
and i f  there is any Doubt o f  obtaining Redrefs by „  t iv,  th„ thc t „for,nation; but that
the ordinary Courfe ot Proceedings ini this Country, „  i,e s lu d it; a R s .conrlderation, there ap-
It may be advileable to bring the whole hither by . „  [hl,m ^  , m .g .,i;!rity, or undue and un-
Appeal, or by way o f  criminal Complaint againft Juthoriied Exercife o f Power and Aurhority, in 
the Mayor and others, who have been A ftors in thefe „  ^  pr(,re„ t Procecdings, that they would not be_
Qppreffions. ,c drawn into Precedent, either to the Prejudice o f

<c the Judges o f the Court, or o f the Jurifdidioft 
Fori William, 3d January 1772. <c thereof.”

. r- c \ ■ n n  r  c  ii hT T  M r. Lcvett withdraws, and M r. KiUican, one o f the
A t  a Confiscation , P R E S E N T .  Aldermen, is called in ,  the above Queftion put to

T h e  honourable John Cartier, Efquire, Prefident, him- H e declares— That he was on the Bench'moft
Samuel Middleton, j Part o f the T im e the Proceedings againft M r. Jephfon

, William Alderfey, y p p  ujrcs were before the M ayor’s C o u rt; and that he n<*ver
Philip M . Dacres, ( ’jitluircs* heard any fuch Exprdffions uttered by M r. 6'oodibin;
iThomas Lane, J and adds, that, had he made ufe of  any fuch Words,

Mefirs. Peed and Jekyll abfent, he ftiould have deemed it his Duty to have taken
Notice o f it.

T h e  Board being met according to Appointment, Mr.. KiUican having withdrawn, and M r. Cator, one 
to examine into the Charge made againft M r. Cor- o f the Aldermen, called in, thc above Queftion is 

* ttelius Goodwin, by M r. Jephfon, in his Memorial to put to him ; to which he replies:
the honourable the Court o f Directors ; and the feveral “  I have heard M r Goodwin on the Bench make 
Perfons fummoned being in waiting; “  ufe o f fuch Words, or W ords to that E f f e d ; but I

M r. Levett, one o f the Aldermen, is called in, and « cannot charge my Memory with the T im e.”
interrogated as follows: Queftion by the Board.— Did you take no Notice o f

D id you hear, or were you informed, during the it at the T im e ?
Courfe o f Mr. Jephfon's Suit, that M r. Cornelius Good- Anfwer.— I thought it was a very extraordinary
win, as Mayor o f the faid Court, on a Reprefentation Expreflion, but I did not take any further N otice 
being made by M r. Jephfon or his Attorney, that o f it.
the Proceedings o f the Court were contrary to the M r. Cator withdraws; and M r. Morris, one o f the 
Laws o f England, did reply, T hat they had nothing to Attornits o f the Mayor’s Court, being called in, is 
do with the Laws of England there ; that the Laws o f interrogated as follows : «
England were never made for them ; and did declare, Queftion.— W as you Attorney for Jephfon, or the
that he would not fo much as hear the Laws o f England oppofue Party, in 1768?
named, while he fat upon that Bench; or did you hear Anfwer.— I was Attorney for many o f  the Plaintiffs 
him utter Words to that lifted:? againft Jephfon, and am fo ftil!.

In reply to which fylr. Levett declares, T hat, to the Queftion.— Did you regularly attend the Court during
beft o f his Remembrance, he never heard fuch Words, that T im e ?
or any Words to that Purport, uttered. Fie further Anfwer. —  I do not remember miffing any on®
begs leave to ebferve, T im e.

“  That he is under the greateft Concern to find, T he fame Queftion verbatim being then put to M r. 
<c that the honourable Board fhould judge it neceffary, Morris as to the other Perfons before examined, he 
“  in purfuance o f the honourable Court o f D iredors, replies, “  I do not recoiled his ufmg fuch W ords—
,c to put a Queftion to him, to which he cannot anfwer, Cf I never heard fuch an Exprdfion made ufe o f by any
t£ as an un-concerned Evidence; becaufe, had he heard “  o f the Gentlemen.”
“  an Alderman upon the Bench, or out o f Court, Queftion.—  N or any W ords tending to that Purport ?

publicly avow Sentiments fo unworthy his C’harader Anfwer.— No, to the beft o f  my Remembrance.
“  and Station, it would have been incumbent upon him M r. Morris withdrawing, M r. JDroz, who was Sheriff
{£ to have accufed him before the honourable Board; in the Beginning of 1768, is called in:
** that he regarded the N e g le d  o f this Duty as fo high Queftion.— Did you hold the P o ll o f  Sheriff in
t( an Offence and Mifdemeanor towards the Public, 1768?
“  as to lay a juft Foundation for a Charge and Anfwer.— Part of it.
“  Arraignment before the honourable B oard; that Queftion.— Were you Slier iff during Jeph/on's Suit
“  therefore his Evidence, being fo interefted in the in the M ayor’s Court j?
,f Queftion, could have little W e ig h t; whilfl, under Anfw er.— I was.

V o t. IV . Queftion.r—
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Q ueftion.--D id  you regularly attend the Court ? Calcutta, to which Vour Honour, Sic. Gentlemen, de-
Anfwer.— N ot regularly* as my other Avocations fire I will reply.

Would not permit me to do it. , ^  t fo great a Di fiance 0 ime rom my
T h e  above Queftion being then put to him, he re- an Alderman of the Mayor s Court, I cannot charge my 

plies, « I never heard M r. Good-win ufe fuch Ex- Memory with any exprefs Words fpoken by the then 
« prefllons, nor did I ever hear any Perfon elfe de- M ayor at any particular T im e : 1 o the beft of my 
“  d are  that M r. Goodwin had made ufe o f fuch an Remembrance I never heard M r. Goodwin fpeak fuch 
« F'-nreffion ”  W ords as are contained in M r. Jephfon s Accusation,

^ ’ or W ords to that Effect, nor ever was informed that
M r Droz withdraws he had W ords: W hen an Alderman o f
M r. Droz withdraws. thc M a y‘ r>s Court, I do remember to have heard

Meffieurs Reed and Jekyll, who were on the Bench as M r. Goodwin affert, that the laid Court was rather a 
Aldermen during P a r t 'o f  the Proceedings againft Court o f Equity than o f  the common L a w o r  W ords 
Jephfon, being abfent, »  that E ffed , though I never confidered fuch Expref-

Agreed, T hat they be addreffed by the Secretary in fion o f M r. Goodwin as meaning, or being intended,, 
the following Manner: to pervert the Courfe o f Juftice, but merely as his

Sentiments on the Mode of proceeding in the Mayor s 
Court, and o f  the Powers o f its Judges.

f  T o  John Reedy Efquire,
1 T o  J. Jekyll, Efquire. Fori William, 6th I am, & c.

3jr  ̂ \ January, 1 7 7 1. John Reed.

T he honourable the Prefident and Council being D r
a (Tern bled to enquire into the Truth o f the A ccu- T o  the honourable John C^r/rrr, Efquire, Preli-*
fation laid againft M r. Cornelius Goodwin, by M r. dent and Governor, & c. Council of Fort
Alexander Jephfon, in his Memorial to the honourable William.

„ the Court o f Diredbors, and obferving that your Name
js the L ift o f thofe Aldermen who fat on the Gentlemen*
Bench fome one o f thofe Tim es when the Proceed- j  j)ave reccjve(j  a Letter from your Secretary, Ofi 
ings againft M r. Jephfon were brought before the the Subjc& o f an Accufation againft Mr, Goodwin,
M ayor’s Court, they direct me to find you the fol- w^en M ayor fot thc Town o f  Calcutta, defiring my 
lowing Queftion, relative to the Knowledge you may Anfw er to the Queftion, “ W hether I heard, or was 
have o f the Allegation againft:M r. Goodwin, to which « infonrie(j> during the Courfe o f M r. Jephfon s Suit, v
they requeft the Favour o f an Anfw er: < « that M r. Cornelius Goodwin, as Mayor o f the faid

W hether you heard, or were informed, during the tl Court, on a Rrprefentation being made by Mr.
Courfe o f  M r, Jephfons Suit, that M r. Cornelius « j eppjon> or his Attorney, that the Proceedings o f  
Goodwin, as the Mayor o f the faid Court, on a Re- (( the Court were contrary to the Laws o f England, 
prefentation being made by M r. Jephfon, or his A t- „  ^  repjy> T hat they had nothing to do with the 
torney, that the Proceedings o f the Court were con- ,t Law s o f England there; that the Laws o f England 
trary to the Laws o f  England, did reply, “  1 hat « were ncver macje for them ; and did declare, that 
“  they had nothing to do with the Laws of Eng- « not p0 much as hear the Laws o f England
“  land there; ,that the Laws of England were never „  named while he fat upon that Bench, or Words to 
“  made for them;” and did declare, “  That he (( tjiat £{pe(ct .»* T o  which in reply I muff obferve,
“  would not fo much as hear the Laws o f Eng- tLough 1 do not recoiled the Speech with which 
“  land named while he fat upon that B e n c h o r  W ords M r. Goodwin is charged with to have been made by 
to that E ffed ? him, I think it is very likely he or any other Alderman

I am, &c. on the Bench, who, ' as they are not fuppofed to be
fully verfed in all particular Matters of Law, might,

Refolded, W e  defer coming to a final Determination on an obfervation from an Attorney o f the Court, that 
on this Matter, until we receive Meffieurs Reed’s and ^  then difeuffing Point was not conformable to the
Jekyll’s Replies, Rules o f Law , have remarked, that that Court was not

to be confidered as a Court o f Law , and that their 
, Judgment fhould more properly therefore be directed

. Fort Willi am, 7 January 1772. by the Rules o f E qu ity; and this I apprehend to have
A t  a Confultation; P R E S E N T ,  been the Scope o f  what paffed, i f  any Observation o f

that Kind was made; and has given an Opening o f  
T h e  honourable John Cartier, Efquire, I relident, perverting the Meaning to a Defign, that could lurely 

. Samuel Middleton, never be intended, by a Gentleman who had ferved lo
William Alderjey, Efquires. many Years here, and at Madras, in both Places as 

v Philip Milner Dacres, n Alderman and Mayor, or do I apprehend fuch would
'Thomas Lane, J  have paffed the more particular N otice o f the Court

Meffieurs Reed and Jekyll abfent. ?hen | £ting. P
I am, & c.

Meffieurs Reed and Jekyll fend in the T w o follow- Calcutta, 7th January 1772. Jofeph Jekyll.
ing Letters, in reply to that written by our Secretary

t, k, 3'- b  M r. Cornelius Goodwin alfb fends in the following
, , Addrefs to the Board.

T o  the honourable John Cartier,, Efquire, Prefident and
Governor, &c. Council at Fort William. T o  the Honourable John Cartier, Efquire, Prefident,

Honourable Sir, and Sirs, & c ’ Council.

In a Letter from your Secretary, dated 3d Inftant, Honourable Sir, and Sirs,
I have received a Queftion relative to the Knowledge . . . c c
I may have o f certain" W ords faid to have been fpoken I have with great Surprize rcce.« d  flora jo u r  Secre- 
by M r. Cornelius Goodwill, as M ayof, during the tary an E xtraft o f  a Memorial of Alexander ]e fb jn ,
Courfe o f 'M r . Jephfon’s Suit in the M ayor’s Court o f late o f Calcutta, to the honourabiC the Court

 ̂ Ar ’* ‘ •
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redbcrs, wherein I am icctifrd o f  having frequently de- T he Board, taking into ferious Confideration die dif- 
clarrd, that he the laid Alexander Jepb/on fbould be ferent Informations given in at their h it  Meeting, with 
detained in the Country; and that when his Attorney thole tioW before tndm froitl Meflfrs. Reedju\/Jeky 11,2.% 
reprefented to the Court the Illegality of the Proceed- likewile Mr. Goodwin s Addrefs, are o f  Opimon, 1 hat 
inos a^ainlt him, and that they were not agreeable to the Foundation for the Charge againft tuat Gentleman 
the Laws o f England, I declared, that the M ayor’s is net Supported with the necefTary Proofs; that though 
Court had nothing to do with the L aw , o f England, and M r. Cator’s Information is very pofmve, Mr. Goodwin 
that the Laws o f England were never made for them ; has expreffed the Words fet form m M c. jeph/on * 
and that 1 would not To mud. as hear the Laws o f  Memorial ro the honourable Company, or Words to 
England named while 1 fat upon tb : r anch. that F ife ^  yet they are inclined to believe Mr Good-

This is an Accufation didfored by the Falfehood and w ’l Meaning, as well as his Expreffions, mud have 
Malice o f the faid Jepb/on and Vis Attorney; the one, been mifunderfiood by M r. Cator; and to confirm them 
for being obliged, riot' by me particularly, but by the in that Opinion, the Sentiments of M r. Reed and jckyll.
Voice o f a very full Court, to give Security to his as to what they know o f M r. Goodwin s Conauft, and 
Creditors before he left the Place, for the Payment o f the Idea he entertains o f his Duty as an Alderman of 
many lar°e Demands made upon him, and which ap- the Mayor’s Court, feems a convincing Proof that h« 
peared to b e  iuftly due; the other o f his Attorney M r. could never have expreffed himfclf in a Manner io dif- 
Whittall, a Perfon o f a notorious bad Charafter, who, refpe&ful to the excellent Laws of his Country ; they 
having been juftly difmiffbd the Court for iniquitous muft further remark, that M r. Goodwin has  ̂ for a long 
PraSt.ces has malicioilfiy pubiifhed, as I fuppofe, this Series o f  Years, been on the Bench, either as Mayor or 
Accufation through Revenge. Alderman o f the M ayor’s Court, both at Madras and

Y ou, Gentlemen, are Judges, and know well that the Bengal; and they conceive no Perfons entertaining N o- 
iiTume o f W rits, or any other Procefs o f  the M ayor’s dons o f  fo extraordinary a Nature could have adted lb 
Court does not reft in the Bread of th« Mayor, or any long in that Capacity, without making himfclf noto- 
other fingle Member o f the Court, but are iffued by rious and offenfive to Government. Inftead o f which,
Orde r o f a Court, in Judgment fitting, which cannot the Board, in Juftice to M r. Goodwin, muft remark, 
confift o f lefs than*Three Members; except in the Cafe they have always confidered him as an a&ive and im- 
o f an Affidavit being- made by a Creditor, that the partial Judge in the Performance o f  his Duty, and has 
Debtor is about to depart the Jurifdi&ion o f  the Court, ever been ready to render Juftice to the utmoft o f  his 
when the Mayor may order a Summons, returnable im- Power.— T hat ic has ever been held as an allowed Fa& i 
mediately and a Warrant therewith, to iffue between diat the M ayor’s Court at Calcutta, as eftablifhedfoy 
the Davs o f the Sitting o f the Court. But in the Pro- the Charter, is a Court o f Equity, and not o f Law ; and 
ceeding complained o f by M r. Jepb/on, no W rits or M r. Goodwin avowing fuch his Opinion o f its Inftitu- 
Orders were ifiued, but bv Orders o f very full Courts, tion, has been perverted by artful and bad Men to an 
as I would not undertake to do any thing without the abfolute Defiance to the Law s o f his Country } whereas 
Opinion and Advice o f as many o f the Members as I no Individual has given more ready Obedience to them, 
cofod poflibly pot to meet. * or been more obedient to Government in general.

As to the Words charged to be fpoken by me upon T he Board cannot difmifs this Subject, without re- 
the Bench, I declare it r obe  falfe, and that I could marking on the Information given in by Mr. Cator; 
never make ufe o f Expreffions fo inconfiftent with rrly and are extremely furprized that Mr. Cator fhould have 
Knowledge and Sentiments, as well as my D uty, both heard Expreffions made by M r. Goodwin, o f  the N a ­
as a Maoiftrate and Subject o f Great Britain; befides, ture o f thofe he is charged with in M r. Jepb/on’s M e- 
i f  fuch aTi Expreffion had been made ufe -of by me morial, without having publicly difavowed the fame, or 

- upon the Bench, it  would have been incumbent on the . rebuking Mr.' Goodwin for expreffing fuch— this, either 
Members fitting with me to have taken particular as an Alderman o f the M ayor’s Court, or a Britiih 

• ]\jotp e o f it. Subject, it was molt undoubtedly his D uty to do, or to
I hope the Laws o f  England will ever be the L aw  o f have lodged a Complaint againft M r. Goodwin before the 

Britifti Subjects, whatever Part o f  the W orld a Colony Board, that an Affair o f fo ferious a Nature might be 
o f them may be in ; and I-requeft you will pleafe to be fully enquired into; that it would appear from this, 
referred to any o f the Members or Attornies o f the that M r. Cator has either negle&ed his Duty as Alder- 
M ayor’s Court, whether they have ever heard me make man o f  the M ayor’s Court, or tacitly approved o f 
any fuch Declaration as I am accufed of. M r. Goodwin’s Sentiments, in the Ligh t he underftood

I f  any further Satisfaftion upon this Occafion, than them in. 
what is herein fet forth, may be deemed necefikry, I am Refolved therefore, That the Secretary be directed to 
ready to attend your Honours, arid remain with the fignify the Opinion o f this Board on the Nature o f  his 
utmoft Rdpeift, ike. Information ; and that he likewife inform M r. Goodwin,

’ Corri Goodwin. that the Board, having as minutely as'poffible enquired
into the Charge alledged againft him, find no Eeafon to 

Calcutta jd  January 1772. confider him in any Degree culpable,

• ’ *

■ ' - • N° 2.
Extratt o f a Letter from the Governor and Council at our Approbation : W e cannot give you a better Idea o f 

Fort William, See. the Grounds on which this was framed, than by re-
„  - , r , . , , ,  , ' ,  , T c _  farin g you to a Copy o f  it, together with a-Letter
Copy of the Fortutth Paragraph o f the Letter ,rom f  Com m ;tt<x, ” the Board on thc OccaGon, both

tne Governor and Council m Bengal, for the of-whicll make Numbcrs in thi,  Packet. and we earneft-
Uepartment of the Revenues, to the Court o f  recomm(.nd them t0 p erufal, to be
Directors, dated jd  November .7 7 1 .  with fuch further Orders and InftJuflioc. there-

H P H E  more regular Adminiftration o f Juftice was on, as they may require, for completing the Syftem 
deliberated on by the Committee o f Circuit, and which we have-thus endeavoured to eftabliffi, on the 

a Plan was formed bv them, which afterwards met with moft equitable, lolid, and permanent Footing, W e  
V o l . IV . ■ .> 4 T  hope

■ ' . v
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hope they will be read with that Indulgence, which, puty o f the Dewan, ia the Judge o f Property in
we are humbly o f Opinion, is due to a W ork of this Land.
K ind, undertaken on the plain Principles o f Experience Fifth. T he Phoufdar is the Officer o f the Police,
and common Obfervation, without the Advantages the Judge o f ail Crimes not capital ; the Proofs
which an intimate Knowledge o f the Theory o f Law o f thefe laft ate taken before him, and reported
m ight have afforded us: W e  have endeavoured to adapt to the Nazim  for fv.s Judgment, and Sentence
our Regulations to the Manners and Under (landings o f upon them*
the People, and Exigencies o f the Country, adhering, as Sixth. T he Cazee is the Judge o f all Claims o f
clofely as we are able, to their ancient Uitigc. and Inlti- Inheritance and Succeffion ; he alio performs
tutiens. It will be Hill a W o rk  o f fome Months, we fear, the Ceremonies o f Weddings, Gircumeifioh, and
before rhey cart be thoroughly eftablifnei throughout Funerals.
the Provinces} but we fhaft think our Labours amply Seventh. T h e  Mohtefjb hat Cognizance o f Drunk-
recompenlech if they meet with your Approbation, and ennefs, and o f the vending o f fpirituous Liquors
are productive o f  the good Effetts we had in View. and intoxicating Drugs, and the Examination o f

fade W eights and Meafures.
Copy >f a Letter from the Committee of Circuit Eighth. The Muftee is the Expounder o f the Law*

to the Council at Fort William, dated Cofixm- Memorandum: The Cazee is afilfted by the Muf-
buzar, !5 th A u gu ft 1772. tee and Mohtefib in his C o u rt: After hearing

the Parties and Evidences, the Muftee writes the 
In the Copy o f our Proceedings, which accompanied Fettwa, or the Law  applicable to the Cafe in

our Letter o f the 28 Ultim o, we intimated our Intention queftion, and the Cazee pronounces Judgment
o f  communicating to you our Sentiments in a future accordingly. If either the Cazee or Mohtefib
Addrefs, upon the Subject o f the Magiftracy of this difapprove o f  the Fettwa, the Caufe is referred
Province, which, though an Appendage o f the Nizam ut, to the Nazim , who iummons the Ijlafs, of G<f*
we ccfnfidered as not neceffarily connected with the Pro- neral Affembly, confiding of the Cazee, Muftee,
pofitions which were then recommended to your Atten- Mohtefib, the Darogos of the Adawlut, the
tion, and o f too much Importance to be lightly or only Moulavies, and all the learned in the Law , to
occafionally treated. meet and decide upon it. Their Decifion is final.

W e  now tranfmit to you the Refult o f our Delibera- Ninth. T he CanongH are the Regiders o f  the
tions on this SubjeCt, in the inclofed Paper, intituled, Lands. They have no Authority} but Caufcs o f
“  A  Plan for the Adminidration o f Ju d ice}”  and if  it Land are often referred to them for Decifion, by
meets with your Approbation, we wilh to receive your the N azim ,or Dewan,Or D arogoof theDewannee.
InftruCtions for carrying it into immediate Execution. Tenth. T h e  Cootwall is the Peace Officer of the

For the Information o f our honourable Employers, N ight, dependant on the Phoufdarree.
it may be neceflary to premife, what you will readily
perceive, that in forming the inclofed Plan we have From this L id  it will appear, that there are properly 
confined ourfelves with a fcrupulous ExaClnefs to the Three Courts for the Decifion of Civil Caufes (the 
conditutional Term s o f  Judicature already edablifhed in Canongos being only made Arbitrators by Reference 
this Province; which are not only fuch as we think in from the other Courts) and one for the Police and 
themfelves bed calculated for expediting the Courfe o f  Criminal Matters. 1 he Authority of the Mohtefib ia 
Juftice, but fuch as are bed adapted to the Underdand- the latter being too confined to be confidered as an f ix ­
ings o f the People. W here we d u ll appear to have ception: Y et, as all defe&ive Inditutions foon dege- 
devjated in any Refpeft from the known Forms, our' nerate, by Ufe, into that borm to which they are in- 
I mention has been to recur to the original Principles, clined, by the unequal Prevalence o f their component
and to give them that Flfficacy, o f which they were Parts ; fo theft- Courts are never known to adhere to
deprived by venal and arbitrary Innovations, by partial their preferibed Bounds, but when redrained by the V igi- 
Immunities, granted as a R elief againd the general and lance o f a wifer Ruler than commonly falls to the L o t 
allowed Abufe o f Authority, or by fomc radical D e- of defpotic States; at all other Tim es, not only the 
fe& in the Conditution o f the Courts in being; and Civil Courts encroach on each other’s Authority, but 
thefe Changes we have adopted with the lefs Hefita- both C ivil and Criminal often take Cognizance o f the
tion, as they are all o f fuch a Nature, as, we are fame Subje&S; or their Power gradually becomes weak
morally certain, will prove both o f general Satisfa&ion and obfolete through their own Abufes, and the Uiur-
and general Eafe to the People. pations o f Influence. For many Years pad the 6aro-

T h e  general Principles o f  all defpotic Governments, g os °1 the Adawlut al Aalea, and of the Dewannee,
T h a t every Degree o f Power fhall be Ample and un- have been confidered as Judges o f the fame Caufes, 
divided, feems neceffarily to have introduced itfelf into whether o f real or perfonal Property; and the Parties 
the Courts o f Judice ; this will appear from a Review have made their Application as Chance, Caprice, Intered, 
o f  the different Officers o f Judice indituted in thefe or the fuperior W eight and Authority o f  etcher, dlre&ed 
Provinces, which, however unwilling we are to engrofs their Choice. A t prefent, from obvious Caufes, the 
your Tim e with fuch Details, we deem neceflary on this Dewannee Adawlut is in Effect the only Tribunal: T he 
Occafion, in Proof of the above Affertions, and in Juf- Adawlut al Aalea, or the Court o f  the Nazim, exiffing 
tificacion o f  the Regulations which we have recom- only in Name.
mended. It mud however, be remarked, in Exception to the

Fird. T he Nazim, as fupreme Magiftrate, prefides above Affertion, that the Phoufdarree, being a angle 
perfonally in the Trials o f capital Offenders, and Judicature, and the Objedts o f it dearly defined, it is 
holds a Court every Sunday, called the R oz fddom  known, but in T im e o f  Anarchy, to encroach 
Adawlut. on the Civil Power, or loll* much o f its own Authority ;

Second. T he Dewan is the fuppofed Magidrate this however is much the Cafe at prefent.
for the Decifion o f fuch Caufes as relate to real T h e  Court in which the Cazee prefides feems to be 
Edates, or Property in Land, but fddom exer- formed on wifer Maxims, and even on more enlarged
cifes this Authority in Perfon. Ideas of Judice, and Civil Liberty, than are common

Third. The Daiogo Adawlut al Aalea is properly to defpotic Notions o f  Indian Governments.
the Deputy o f the Nazim ; he is the Judge o f  all T hey mud be unanimous in their Judgment, or the 
Matters o f Property, excepting Claims of Land Cafe is referred in courfe to the General Affem bly; but . 
and Inheritance; he alfo takes Cognizance o f  the Intention o f this Reference is defeated, by the Im- 
Quarrds, Frays, and abufive Names. portauce which is given to it, and the inlurmountable

? Fourth. T he Darogo, Adawlut Dewannee, or De- ' Difficulties attending the U fe o f  i t : Few Cafes o f  dis­
puted
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puted Inheritance will happeh, in which the Opinions Property, not exceeding T en Rupees, and as they have 
Of Three independant Judges (hall be found to con- no Power ol infliding Punifhment, or levying Finest 
Cur: There is therefore a Neceffity, either that one we think an ill Ufe is not likely to be made o f fo incon-
fhall over-rule the other two, which deftroys the Pur- fiderable a Privilege, efpecially as they themfelves are 
pofe o f their Appointment, or that daily Appeals mull:’ amenable to the Courts of Juftice, which will be always 
be made to the Nazim , and his W arrant iffued to fum~ ready to receive Complaints againft them ; and feme 
mon all learned in the I.aw , from their Homes, their fuch Means o f  deciding the trifling Difputes of the 
Studies, and neceffary Occupations, to form a tumul- llyotts upon the Spot is abiolutely neceffary, as they 
tuous AflVmbly, to hear and give Judgment upon cannot afford, nor ought to be allowed, on every mu- 
them : T h e  Confequence is, that the General Affembly tual Difagreement, to travel to the Sudder Cutcherry 
is rardy held, arffi only on Occafions which acquire their for Juftice.
Importance from that o f the Parties, rather chan from T h e deteftable and authorized Exadions o f the Phouf- 
the Nicety of the Cafe itfelf: T h e  Cazee therefore darree Court, which had its exad  Imitators in every 
either advifes with his Colleagues in his own particular Farmer and Aum il of the Province, under the Denomi- 
Court, and gives Judgment according to his own Opi- nation o f Bazee Jumma, have been prohibited, con- 
nion, or more frequently decides without their Affiftance formably to the wife and humane Injunctions of our bo­
or Prefence. nourable Mafters j who, from the feme Spirit o f  Equity,

Another great and capital D efed  in thefe Courts is, have renounced the Right hitherto exerciled by the 
the W ant o f a Subftitute or fubordinate Jurifdidion, Councry Government, and authorized by the Mahometan 
for the Diftribution o f Juftice in fuch Parts o f the Taw , to a Commiffion on the Am ount o f all Debts,
Province as lie out o f their Reach, which in E ffed  and on the Value o f all Property, recovered by the De- 
confines their Operations to a Circle, extending but a crees of its Courts a Practice repugnant to every PrinJ 
very fmall Diftance beyond the Bounds o f the C ity o f  ciple o f J uftice, as it makes the Magiftrate a Party in 
Mccrpedabad: This indeed is not univerfally the C a fe : the Caufe on which he decides, and becomes a legal
bur perhaps it will not be difficult to prove the E x- Violation of thfe Rights of private Property, committed 
ceptions to be an Accumulation o f the Grievance j fince by that Power which fhould proted and fecure it. 
it is true that the Courts o f Adawlut are open to the It has alfo been our A im  to render the Accefs to Juf- 
Complaints o f all Men ; yet it is only the rich, or the tice as eafy as poflible.
vagabond Part of the People, who can afford to travel fo By keeping exadt Records o f all judicial Proceedings, 
far for Juftice ; and if  the induftrious Labourer is called it is hoped that thefe Inftitutions, if they receive the 
from the fartheft Part o f the Province to anfwer their Sanction o f your Approbation, will remain free from 
Complaints, and wait the tedious Procefs o f the Courts, the N egleds and Charges to which they would be liable 
to whicli they are thus made amenable, the Confequen- from a lefs frequent Inlpedion.,
ces in many Cafes will be more ruinous and oppreffive, W e have judged it neceffary to propofe fame E xcep­
tion an arbitrary Decifion could be, i f  paffed againft tions to the Order o f the honourable Court o f Diredtors, 
them, without any Law or Procefs whatever. for the total Abolition o f Fines in the Court o f Phouf-

T he Defed is not however left abfolutely without a darree. _ A ll Offences are not punifhable by Stripes ;
Remedy ; the Zemindars, Farmers, Shicdars, and other and to ieritence Men of a certain Rank in Life, or of a 
Officers o f the Revenue, affuming that Power faf which fuperior Caft, to fuch a public Difgrace, would exceed * 
no Provifion is made by the Laws o f the Land, but the Proportion o f the Offence, and extend the Puniftv- 
which, in w hatever Manner it is exercifed, is preferable ment to all the Relations and Connexions o f the Delin- 
to a total Anarchy : It will however be obvious, that quent j to fuffer him to efcape with total Impunity, 
the judicial Authority, lodged in the Hands o f Men* would be an Injuftice in the other E xtrem e: In fuch 
who gain their Livelihood by the Profits on the Coll<*c- Cafes there is but the middle W ay, which we can adopt 
tions o f  the Revenue, muft unavoidably be converted to with an equal Regard to the Spirit o f our honourable 
Sources o f  private Emolument j and, in Effect, the Mafters Commands, and the Rights of Juftice, and that 
greateft Opprefilons o f the Inhabitants owe their O rigin is, by levying the Fine upon the Offender, but converc- 
to this neceffary E vil: The Cazee has alfo his Subfti- ing it to a Reparation o f the Injury, 
tute in the Diftrids, but their legal Powers are too limited O ur Motives for the Abolition of the te es  o f the 
to be o f general tJfej and the Powers which they affume Cazees and Muftees, will belt appear in the following 
being warranted by no lawful Commiflion, but depend- E xtrad  o f a Minute o f our Proceedings at Kipcn Nagur, 
ing on their own Pleafure, or the Ability o f the People relating to the Haldarree, or T a x  ©n Marria|§g|j, which, 
to conteft them, is alfo an Oppreflion. for the Reafons therein affigned, we forbad B i le  levied

From this Variety of Materials we have endeavoured any longer, and deduded from the Settlement o f Nud- 
to form the Plan o f a more complete, but more exten- dea : Convinced o f the pernicious E ffeds of fo impo- 
five, Svftem o f Judicature, by conftituring T w o Supe- litic a T a x , we propole to grant the fame Exemption to 
rior Courts at the Capital j the one compofed o f the the other D iftrids lubjed to our Diredion j and lubmic 
United Magiftracy o f the Adawlut al Aalea, the Adaw- to your Confideration, whether it will not be proper to 
Jut Dewannee, and the Cazee (or Cazee’s Office) for make it general throughout the Province. .
the Decifion of Civil Caules j the other correfponding T h e fame Reafons which have induced us to abolilh 
to the Phoufdarree for the Trial o f Criminal Cafes. T o  the Haldarree, operate with equal Force againft the Fees 
prevent the Abufe o f  the Power veiled in thefe Courts, o f  the Cazees and Muftees, which have always proved 
and to give Authority to their Decrees, each, inftead a heavy Grievance to the Poor, and an Impediment 
o f a Angle Judge, is made to confift o f feveral M em - to M arriage: W e have therefore determined on a total , 
bers; and their Enquiries arc to be conduded under Abolition o f thefe, and o f  the ocher lefs Dues hitherto 
the Infpedion and Sandion o f  the Supreme Adm ini- allowed to thefe Officers, and to put them on the Foot- 
ftration. T o  render the Diftribution o f Juftice equal in ing o f Monthly Servants with fixed Salaries : W e  were 
every Part o f the Province, fimilar, but inferior, Courts led to this Refolucion, not only by the fpeculative A d - 
are alfo propofed for each feparate D iftrid , and account- vantages which it promifed, but by the Experience 
able to the fuperior. T he ufurped Power o f the Offi- which this Country has already had o f  its E ffeds, from 
cers o f the Coliedions, and o f the Creditor over the a fimilar Inftitution o f the Nabob Mesr Coflim, about 
Perfans o f their Debtors, is aboliffied. the Beginning o f the Year 1763, which (as we are

T h e Judicial Authority, which by the Tenth R egu- allured) was produdive o f  more Marriages than had 
Nation is Hill allowed tb the Farmers of the Revenue, been known to take place for Years before; and 

is a fingle Exception to the general Rule, which we Inftances have been even quoted o f Men o f  Forty and 
have laid down, o f  confining fuch Powers to the T w o  Fifty Years o f A ge, who till then had led a Life of 
Courts o f A daw lut; but as this is reftrided to Cafes o f Celibacy, immediately availed themfelves o f this E x- 

Vox.. I V /  eruption,



(si.

,
emption, to enter into a Stare, from which they had been munity, are made ureful Members o f it, by being 
before precluded folely by the Want o f Means to fupport adopted into thofe o f the more civilized Inhabitants, 
the various Expences attending it. T he Ideas o f  Slavery, borrowed from our American

.Colonies, will make every Modification o f  it appear,
E xtraft o f the Proceedings o f the Committee at Kifhen ‘ in the Eyes o f our own Countrymen in England, a hor- 

Nagur, dated the 28th June 1772. rible E v i l ; but it is far otherwife in this Country ; here

"  T h e  Collector expl»i„s the Hxldarree, or Cuftom 9  „V 3 ‘ h'  f
<n Marriage, to be a T ax  levied by Government, at n“ h, Sf '

“  the variable Race o f  Three Rupee's, Three Rupees *ke
“  Eight Annas, arul Four Rupees Four Annas each: ■ > ’ . L ln,. ., ,L ’ r ’c aPFftent
“  Belides the Hilrlirree there ire Fees naiH m the CS- R lSour». thuS CXCrClfcd On the Children o f C O nvifted
,< j  » r r ‘ ( ‘ . ~ , Robbers, will be no more than a Change o f Condition,zees and M uftees: The former receive from the pnn- . •„ , c. ,r-
“  cipal Inhabitants T w o Rupees 5 from the Second Clafs 7 ! 7 1 be n» Su{Fere:s; though it willope-
«  One Rupee Eight Annas and from the lowed Clafs “  .  ° * 7 »> “ d ..“  * ?  <■ % M * »
i. One Runee • T h e  Fees o f the Muftees are rereived 1 h ca“ capaUe o f diffipauag thefe drfV
"  perate and abandoned Socteties, which fuhfift on the

at the F e ffiy a l, fo that, on the W hole, the Fees o f D ,ft ,d i  of <he «encral Commumty.
“  Marriage may be dlimated at Six Rupees for each, '
“  exclufive o f the Dues, or voluntary Benefaftions o f m j -lj- t?7’
“  the Gentoos to their Brahmins.”  ‘ R Alexander Higgmfm, Secretary.

“  I he Committee are o f Opinion, and refolve accord- -n 'rirw apartment,
«. ingly, that all the Fees ami T a te , o f this A rticle, ? ” *  * d NoV' ' 7 7 *.
“  which produce a Revenue to Government, be abolilh- . r,, c , ,A . r . a . -  , .
“  ed, as tending to dilcourage Population ; an Obi eft A. P  for the Admimftratitm.of Jjjftice; cxtra£lcd from 
“  at all Tim es o f Importance to Government, but more c c T ioceedmgs o* the Committee o f  Circuit, 15th
“  especially at this Tim e, from the great Lofs o f In- Augujt 1772.
“  habitants, which the Country has fuRained bv the I.
“  late Famine, and the Mortality which followed it:  That in each D iftrift (hall be eftablifhed T w o Courts
“  1  hey are further o f Opinion, that the abolifhi ng o f  o f Judicature, one by the Name o f Mofuflul Dewannee 
“  the Fees to the Cazee and Muftee will afford a great Adawlut, or Provincial Court o f Dewannee, for the 
*• Relief to the Inhabitants, as it will not only abfolve Cognizance o f  C ivil Caufes ; the other by the Name o f 
ec them from the Fees tbemfelves, but alfo from the Phouldarree Adawlut, or Court o f Phouldarree, for the 
“  Effefts o f the opprefijve Mode in which thefe Dues Trial o f all Crimes and Mifdemeanors.
<! are exafted : But on this Subjeft they judge it will be II.
“  more proper to come to a general Refblutior. at the That for the better afeertaining the Jurifdiftion o f 
“   ̂ ;cyi ancj therefore pofipone the further Confideration each Court, and to prevent Confufion, and a Pcrverfion 

ot it until their Arrival at that Place.”  o f  Juft ice, the Matters Cognizable by each refpeftively
W e  have judged it neceiSry to add to the ReguJa- are declared to be as follows : 

tions, with refpeft to the Courts o f  Phoufdarree, a Pro- A ll Difputes concerning Property, whether real or 
pofal for the Supprdlion and Extirpation o f Decoits, perfonal; all Caufes o f  Inheritance, Marriage, and C a ll ; 
which will appear to be diftated by a Spirit o f Rigour all Claims o f Debt, difputed Accounts, Contracts, Parc- 
and V iolence, very different from the Caution and rterfhips, and Demands o f  Rent } fhall be judged by the 
Lenity of our other Propofitions, as it in fonie Refpeft Dewannee Adawlut.
involves the Innocent with the Guilty. W e wifh a But from this Diftribution is excepted the Right o f 
milder Expedient could be fuggefted; but we much Succefiion to Zemindarrees and Talucdarrees, which 
fear, that this Evil has acquired a great Degree o f fhall be left to the Decifion o f  the Prefidcnt and
its Strength from the Tendernefs and Moderation which Council.
our Government has exercifed towards' thofe Banditti, A ll Trials o f  Murder, Robbery, .and Theft, and all 

. fince it has interfered in the internal Prouftion o f the other Felonies, Forgery, Perjury, and all Sorts o f 
Provinces. W e confds that the Means which we pro- Frauds and Mifdemeanors, AfTauks, Frays, Quarrels, 
pofe can no wife be reconcileable to the Spirit o f our Adultery, and every other Breach o f the Peace, or vio- 
own Con% ffi;on ; but till that o f Bengal fhall attain lent Invafions o f Property, fhall be fubmitted to the 
the fame Plffeftion, no Conclulion can be drawn from Phoufdarree Adawlut. 
the Engl if-j Law,, that can be properly applied to the III.

% Manners or State of this Country. T h e  Decoits o f T hat in the Provincial Court o f  Dewannee, the Col- 
Bengal are not like the Robbers in England, Individuals leftor o f each D iftrift fhall preiide on the Part o f the
driven to fuclv defperate Courfes by fudden W ant: They Company, in their Quality o f K ing’s Dewan, attended
are Robbers by Profeffion, and even by B irth: T h ey by the Provincial Dewan, appointed by the President 
are formed into regular Communities, and their Fam i- and Council, and the other Officers o f the Cutcherry ■, 
lies fubfift by the Spoils which they bring home to themj that the Court fhall be regularly held on every Monday 
they aw all therefore alike criminal; Wretches who and Tburfday, and oftener if  Neceffity require; and that 
have placed themfelves in a State of declared W ar with no Caufes fhall be heard or determined but in the open 
Government, and are therefore wholly excluded from Court regularly afTembled. 
every Benefit of its Laws. W e have many Jnftances o f IV ;
their meeting Death with the gngateft Infenfibility; it That in the Phoufdarree Adawlut, the Cazee and
lofes therefore its Effeft as an Example ; but when exe- Muftee o f the D iftrift, and T w o Moulavies, fhall fit to
cuted in all the Forms and Terrors of Law, in the Mi.dft expound the Law, and determine how far the Dclin- 
of the Neighbours and Relations o f the Criminal ; when quents fhall be guilty o f a Breach thereof; but that the 
thefe are treated as Acceffaries to his Guilt, and his Colleftor fhall alfo make it his Bufinefs to attend to the 
Family deprived o f their Liberty, and feparated for Proceedings o f  this Court, fo far as to fee that all ne- 
ever from each other, every Paffion, which before cdTary Evidences are fummoned and examined, that due 
ferved as an Incentive to Guilt, now becomes fubfer- W eight is allowed to their Teftim ony, and that the 
vient to the Purpoles o f Society, by turning them from Decifion paft is fair and impartial, according to the 
a Vocation, in which all they hold dear, befides Life, Proofs exhibited in the Courfe o f the T r ia l; and that 
becomes forfeited by their Conviftion ; at the fame no Caufes fbali be heard or determined but in the open 
T im e, their Families, inftead o f being loft to the Com - Court regularly afTembled.

: 3 ’ •. ' ' V . That
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V . Ten Rupees, fiiall be decided by the Head Fanner o f 
T hat in like Manner T w o  Superior Courts o f Juftice, the Pergunnah to which the Parties belong j and his De-

fliall be eftabliffied at the C hief Seat o f  Government, cree fiiall be final.
the one under the Denomination o f  the Dewannee X II.
Sudder Adawlut, and the other the Nizam ut Sudder T h at the Procefs obferved for trying Caufes, in the 
Adawlu . Provincial Dewannee Adawlut, {hlall be as follows.—

V I. Firft, T o  file and read the Petition o f the Complainant.
That the Dewannee Sudder Adawlut (hall receive Secondly, T o  allot a limited Tim e for the Defendant

and determine Appeals from the Provincial Dewannee to give Anlwer, which when received fhall alfo be filed
A d aw lu t; that the President, with T w o  Members o f  and read .-iT h ird ly, T o  hear the Parties, viva voce,
the Council, fhall prefide therein, attended by the and, if necefiary, examine Evidences. And laftly, 1  o
Dewan o f the Khalfa, the Head Canongos, and other pals Decree.— T hat if, in adhering to this Order of 
Officers o f the Cutcherry : In cafe o f the Abfence o f Procefs, the Defendant fhall evade or delay giving 
the Prefident, a Third Member o f the Council to fit; Anfwer within the limited Tim e, Judgment fhall pals 
that is to fay, not lefs than Three Members to decide againft him. 
bp an Appeal, but the whole Council may fit i f  they . X II f.
chufe it. . T h at complete Records lhall be kept in the Mo'fuftul

V II . , Dewannee Adawlut, in which fhall be inferred the Peti-
T hat a chief Officer o f juftice, appointed on the tion o f the Complainant, the Anfwer of the Defendant,

Part o f the Nazim, ffiall prefide in the Nizamut Adaw- the lubfequent Procefs, and Examination o f Evidence, 
lut, by t ly  T itle  o f Darogo AdaWlut, affifted by the and finally the Decree ; that upon Decree being paffied, 
Chief Cazee, the Chief Muftee, and Three capable both Parties fhall be furniihed with a Copy thereof, free 
M oulavies; that their D uty fhall be to revife all the o f Expence, and that luch Copies fiiall be authenticated 
Proceedings o f the Phoufdarree A daw lut; and in capital under the Public Seal and the Sigrfing of the Collector : 
Cafes by fignifying their Approbation or Difapprobacion That a Copy o f the Records entire (hall be alfo tranf- 
thereof, with their Reafons at large, to prepare the mitted Tw ice a Month to the Sudder Dewannee 
Sentence for the Warrant o f the Nazim , which fhall be Adawlut, through the Channel o f the Prefident and 
returned into the Mofuffifi, and there carried into Council.
E xecution; that with refped to the Proceedings in X IV .
this Court, a fimilar Controul fhall be lodged in the T hat each Colledor fiiall alfo keep an A hflrad Re- 
C hief and Council, as is veiled in the Colledors in the gifter o f  his Adawlut, in Englifli, containing the Named 
D iftrid s ; fo that the Company's Adminifiratiou, in o f the Plaintiff and Defendant, the^ubftance o f the Suit, 
Character o f K ing’s Dewan, may be fatisfied that the the Subftance o f the Decree, the Date o f  the Cau'e being 
Decrees o f  Juftice, on which both the Welfare and filed, and the Date of the Decree being palled ; and this 
Safety o f  the Country fo materially depend, are not A bftrad  alfo fhall be tranfmitted Tw ice a Month to the 
injured or perverted by the L ffed s o f  Partiality or Sudder Dewannee Adawlut.
Corruption. X V .

V III . T hat as the' Litigioufhefs and Perfeverance o f  die N;i- 
T hat, in order to preferve the Dignity and Importance tives o f this Country, in their Suits and Complaints, is

o f  the T w o Superior Courts, there fiiall be T w o Courts often productive, not only of Inconvenience and Vexa- 
o f  Adawlut eftabiiihed at the Seat o f  Government, tion to their Adversaries, but alfo o f endlefs Expence 
exactly on the fame Plan as thofe o f  the D iftrids : In and actual Oppreffiori, it is to be obferved as a {landing 
that o f the Dewannee, a Member o f the Council lhall Rule, that Complaints of fo old a Date as 
prefide 5 arid in that o f the Phoufdarree another Member Years fiiall not be actionable : And further, ffiotild they 
o f  the Council fhall exercife the Controul fpecified in the be found guilty, as is often the Cafe, from the Principles 
Fourth Regulation: Thefe Dudes to be performed by above-mentioned, of flying from the one Court to the 
the Members in Rotation. other, in order to prevent and protract the Courfe o f

IX . Juftice, the ta r ty , fo ti anfgreffing, fiiall be confidered
T hat, as nothing is more conducive to the Profperity as nonluited> and fiiallj according to his Degree in

of any Country, than a frefe and eafy Accel's to Juftice L ife , and the Notoriety of the Offence, be liable to Fine 
and Redrefs, the Collectors fhall at all Tim es be ready or Punifhment.
to receive the Petitions o f the injured ; and further, to N . B. By the Mahometan Law, all Claims which have 
prevent their being debarred this Accel's from Motives lain dormant for Twelve Years, whether for Land or 
oflntereft, Partiality, or Refentment, in the Officers or M oney, are invalid,— T his alio is the Law o f the H in- 
Servants o f the Cutcherry, that a Box fiiall be placed at doos, and the legal Practice o f the Country, 
the Door o f the Cutcherry, in which the Complainants X V I.
may lodge their Petitions at any Tim e or Hour they T hat the Cuflom o f levying Chout, Dufiuttra, Pu- 
pleafe ; that the Collector fhall himfelf keep the Key o f chuwra,or auy other Fee or- Commiffion, on the Account 
this Box, and each Court Day have fuch Arzees as he o f Money recovered, or Etlakon the Decision o f Caufes,
may find in it read immediately in his Prefence, by the as well as all heavy arbitrary Fines, i$ abfolutdy and for
Arizbeggy o f the Cutcherry. ever aboliflied.

X .  ̂ X V II .
1. T hat in fummoning from the Farmed Lands Perfons T hat as, however Cafes may occur, In which it will 

complained againft, or Evidences Called on by the Par- be highly necefiary, for the Welfare o f the Community, 
ties, the Rule laid down in the Ninth Article o f the Pub- to curb and reftrain trivial and grodndlefs Complaints, 
lie Regulations is to be fid d ly  adhered to. T h e C o lled o r and to deter Chicane and Intrigue, which Paffions 
ought further to avoid, as ftudioufiy as poffible, fum- amongft thefe People often work to ihe Undoing o f 
moning any Perfons from the Mofufful, who are any their, Neighbours, a Dilcretion fhall in fuch Cafes be 
ways connected with the Revenue, during the Months o f  left to the Court, either to impofe a Fine, nbc exceed- 
Bhadoom, Affin, Augun, and Poos, unlefs in Cafes ing Five Rupees, or inflid corpor.fi Pumlhir.ent, not 
which call for immediate Enquiry and Example. exceeding Tw enty Ladies with a Rattan, according to

X L  the Degree o f  the Offence, and the PerfonYStation in
T hat, in order to facilitate the Courfe o f juftice in Life, 

trivial Caufes, and relieve the Ryott from the heavy X V I I I .
Grievance of travelling to a great Diftance to feek That in adjufting the Claims o f old Debts, it fiiall be 
for Redrefs, all Difputes o f Property, not exceeding obferved as a Rule, that they bear no further Intereft

V o l . IV . 4 U  4 after
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after fuch Adjuftmenf, but that the Amount fhall be and they fhall fign the Report, and affift in naffino- the
payable by Kiffbundee, according to the Circumftances Decree. . 1
o f  the Party t And as the Rates of Intered, hitherto X X I V ,
authorized by Cuftom, have amounted to the mod ex- That the Dechee o f the Provincial t>ewannee Adawlut,
orbitant Ufury, the following Rates are now edablifhed on all Caufes for Sums not exceeding Five hundred
to be received and paid, as well for pad Debts as on Rupees, fhall be fin al; but that for all above that
future Loans o f  Money ; viz. On Sums not exceeding Amount, an Appeal d ull lie to the Sudder.
One hundred Rupees Principal, an Intered o f Three X X V .
Rupees T w o  Annas per Cent, per Menfem, or H a lf an T hat the Court fhall have a Right o f  decreeing to the 
A nna in the Rupee : On Sums above One hundred Party, in whofe Favour judgm ent is given, any fpecific 
Rupees Principal, an Intered o f Tw o Rupees per Cent. Sum for Cods within the real Am ount, or in general to 
per Menfem, the Principal and Intered to be difcharged decree with Cods. T he Bill in both Cafes tcTbe taxed
according to the Condition o f the B ond; and all Com- by the Court,
pound Intered, arifing from an intermediate A djud-  ̂X X V I .
ment o f Accounts, to be deemed unlawful and prohi- T h at Perfons found guilty o f preferring »roundIefs 
bited : When a Debt is fued for upon a Bond, which litigious, or vexatious, Appeals, fhall be punifhed at the 
fhall be formed to fpecify a higher Intered than the Difcretion o f the Sudder Dewannee Adawlut, by an En- 
edablifhed Rates, the Intered fhall be wholly forfeited to hancement o f  the Cods, which fhall be given to the R e- 
the Debtor, and the Principal only recoverable; and that fpondent, as a Compenfation for the Trouble and E x- 
all Attempts to elude this Law , by Dedudtions from the pence which he fhall have fudained. 
original Loan, under whatever Denomination, fhall be ' X X V II .
punifhed by a Forfeiture o f One Moiety o f the Am ount T h at complete Records fhall be kept, and tranjfmitted 
o f  the Bond to the Government, and the other H a lf to from the Provincial Phoufdarree Adawlut to the Niza- 
the Debtor.  ̂ • mut Sudder Adawlut, Tw ice every Month, through the

X I X . Channel o f the Prefident and Council. This exclufive
T h at all Bonds fhall be executed in the Prefence o f o f the Proceedings in Trials for capital Crimes, which 

T w o  Witneffes. are to be tranlmuted as foon as doled.
X X . X X V I !  I.

T hat whereas it has been too much the Pra&ice in That the Collector fhall alfo keep an Abdraft Regif- 
this Country for Individuals to exercife a judicial Autho- ter, in Englifh, o f  the Proceedings o f  this Court, in 
rityo ver their Debtors, a Practice, which is not only which fhall be inferted only the Names o f  the Prifoners, 
in it fd f  unlawful and oppreffive, feeing a Man thereby the Crimes Or Offences o f  which they dand charged, and 
becomes the Judge in his own Caufe, but which is alfo the Sentence or Acquittal, which fhall be tranfmitted 
a dired Infringement o f the Prerogative and Powers o f  hi like Manner, Tw ice every Month, to the Sudder 
the regular G overnm ent; that Publications dial! there- Adawlut. 
fore be made, forbidding the Exercife o f  all fuch X X I X .
Authority, and directing all Perfons to prefer their T hat the Authority o f  this Court fhall extend to cor- 
Suits to the edablifhed Court o f Adawlut ; and that the poral Punifhment, Imprifonment, fentencing to the 
C o lled o r ihali particularly attend to this Regulation, Roads, and Fines, but not to the Life o f the Criminal, 
which, it is apprehended, will prove a great Means o f  In capital Cafes the Opinion o f the Court, with the 
R elie f to the helplefsRyott, from his mercilefs Creditor Evidences and Defence o f the Prifoner, fhall be tranf- 
the Money Lender. m ittedto the Nizamut Adawlut, and having obtained

X X I . . their Confirmation, it fhall be ultimately referred to
T h at in all Cafes o f  difputed Property, regarding the Nazim  for his Sentence, which fhall be carried 

Lands, Houfes, Landmarks, & c . where a local Invel- into immediate Execution, as directed in the Seventh 
tigation is required, an Aumin fhall be chofen with the Article.
mutual Confent o f the Parties; or, if they cannot agree X X X .
in the Choice o f Qne Perfon, each fhall have the Privi- That Perfons guilty o f  petty Mifdemeanors, whofe 
lege o f  nominating his own, and the Collector fhall Rank, Cad, or Station in L ife, fhall be thought to ex- 
decide upon their joint Report o f Circumdances. T h e  erupt them from corporal Punifhment, may"be made 
Collector is alfo to attend, that the Aumins do not accu- liable to F in es; bur fhould fuch Fines be laid for a larger 
mulate Expences by unneceffary Delays, but that their Sum than One hundred Rupees, they are not to be Tn- 
Scrutinies and their W ages be limited to the T im e he forced or levied without the Confirmation o f the Nizam ut 
judges fudicient for performing the Service in queftion. A daw lut; for which Purpofe they are to be immediately 
T h e  Expence o f  the Inquiry to be defrayed by the Per- reported, with a State o f  the Cafe, and the Caufe o f 
fon who is cad. their being impofed.

X X II . X X X I .
That in all Cafes o f difputed Accounts, Partnerfhips, That as the Forfeiture and Confifcation o f the Pro- 

Debts, doubtful or conteded Bargains, Non-perform- perty and Effe&s o f  Delinquents fentenced to the Lofs 
ances o f  Contra&s, and fo forth, it fhall be recommended o f  L ife  may often occur, it is to be obferved that fuch 
to the Parties to fubmit the Deciiion o f their Caufe to Forfeiture and Confifcation is not to depend on the 
Arbitration, the Award o f which fhall become a Decree Provincial Phoufdarree, but upon the Nizamut A daw lut: 
o f  the Dewannee Adawlut ; the Choice o f the Arbitra- It is to be a danding Rule therefore, to tranfmit, with 
tors is to red with the Parties, but they are to decide the the Proceedings o f the T rial, an Account o f the Pro- 
Caufe without Fee or Reward. T h e  Collector > on the perty and EfFedts o f  the Delinquent, and wait the Orders 
P art o f Government, is to afford every Encouragement o f the Sudder, whether they are to be furrendered to the 
in his Power to Inhabitants o f Character and Credit to Heirs, or confifcated to the State: In the latter Cafe a 
become Arbitrators, but is not to employ any coercive Sale is to be made, and the Am ount brought to public 
M eans for that Purpofe. Account.

X X III . 1 ' \  X X X H .
T h at in all Suits regarding Inheritance, Marriage, T h at whereas the honourable Company, from Motives 

C ad, and other religious Ufages orlnditutions, the Laws o f  Tendernefs, and Solicitude for the Peace and Happi- 
o f  the Khoran with refpect to Mahometans, and thofe nefs o f the R yotts, have determined to abolifh the Re- 
o f  the Shader with refpeft to Gentoos, fhall be invaria- venue which has hitherto arifen from the Collections o f  
bly adhere d to : On all fuch Occafions, the Moulavics or the Phoufdarree Bazee Jumma, the fame is accordingly 
Brahmins fhall refpedtively attend to expound the L aw , to be made public j the Court is dill to take Cognizance 
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o f all fuch Offences, but (hall inflift no other Punifh- Prevention o f  fuch abominable Practices, that the 
ment for them than Stripes or Im'prifonment, or Da- Villages o f which he is an Inhabitant fhail be fined, ac­
reages to the Party injured. cording to the Enormity o f the Crime, and each Inha-

X X X III . bitant according to his Subftance, and that the Family 
T hat the fame Motives o f Regard for the Tranquillity o f the Criminal fhail become the Slaves o f the State,

and Happinefs o f the Ryotts, having induced the and be difpofed o f for the general Benefit and Conve-
Government to relinquifh the Revenue arifing from the nience o f the People, according to the Difcretion o f the
Rafiooms, or Fees o f the Cazee and his inferior Officers, Government.
o f which the Inhabitants have long complained as a ' X X X V I .
fevere Grievance, the Cazee and Muftee are therefore T hat the Tannadarsand Pikes o f the Diffri&s fhail
introduced in the Lift o f Adawlut Officers at a Monthly be puniffied by Difmiflion, or Fines, i f  they negledt
Salary: In this Capacity they are to continue to atteft the Duties o f  their Charge; and as an Encouragement
all Writings, to perform all Ceremonies o f Marriages, for them to exert themlelves in the Protection o f the
Birchs, and Funerals, and to difcharge all their other Villages committed to their Care, and in detecting,
Functions as was cuftomary heretofore ; and as they are oppofing, and bringing to Juftice, all Deceits and other 
thus to be fupported at the Expence o f Government, Offenders againft the public Peace, pecuniary Rewards, 
they are to exact no Fees, Dues, or Taxes whatfoever : Grants o f Lands, or particular Privileges and Immuni-
Any Prefent or Gratification, made with the entire free ties, lfiall be granted them, proportioned to their Deferts,
W ill of the Party, on the Occafion o f a Marriage or o f  anti the Services which they fhail have rendered the 
a Funeral, is not prohibited by this Regulation; but i f  State.
upon Complaint it (hall appear that Force or any other X X X V II .
undue Influence has been uied to extort fuch Gratifi- T hat, in Addition to thefe general Regulations, the 
cations, the Cazee or Muftee fo convicted (hall be Collector fhail form fuch fubfidiury ones for promoting 
ipfo facto difmilied from his Office, with Marks o f public the due Courfe o f Juftice, and the Welfare and Prof- 
Difgrace. p erityofthe Ryotts, as the local Circumftances o f  their

X X X I V . refpective Diftricts fhail point out and require, and that 
That the Office o f Yetafaub, having become obfolete, they fhail report the fame to the Committee o f Circuit,

is now totally abolifhed; but that the Cazee and Muftee in order to their being communicated to the Board, for 
fhail be allowed each T w o Deputies for performing the their final Sanction and Confirmation.
Duties o f W i r  Office in the Pergunnahs; thefe to be That they fhail in particular, and without D elay,
Rationed by the Collector at fuch convenient Diftances, regulate and tranfmit for Confirmation, the Fees to be 
as that the Ryotts may not have above One D ay’s received by all Peons and Pikes employed in the Ser- 
Journey to perform for calling in their Affiftance. vice, o f the Courts o f Adawlut, which can only be

X X X V . done with Accuracy from Information on the Spot.
T h at whereas the Peace o f  this Country hath for fome And that they fhail further eftablifh fuch Rules, with

Years paft been greatly difturbed by Bands o f Decoits, Penalties annexed, as may ferve effectually to eradicate 
who not only infeft the H igh Roads, but often plunder the Practice among the Officers and Servants o f the 
whole Villages, burning the Houfes, and murdering the Cutcherry, o f exacting and receiving Bribes from the 
Inhabitants: And whereas thefe abandoned Outlaws Parties who have Caufes in Suit; a Practice not only 
have hitherto found Means to elude every Attem pt, criminal in the Perfons who are guilty o f  it, but which 
which the Vigilance o f Government hath put in force, reflects Difcredit and Reproach on the Government 
for detecting and bringing fuch atrocious Criminals to under which they ferve.
Juftice, by the Secrecy o f  their Haunts, and the wild
State of the Diftricts, which are moft fubjedl to their A p  «
Incurfions, it becomes the indifpenfable Duty o f G o­
vernment to try the moft rigorous Means, fince Experi- Alexander Eigginfony Secretary,
ence has proved every lenient and ordinary Remedy to
be ineffectual; That it be therefore refolved, that every Revenue Department, 
fuch Criminal, on Conviction, fhail be carried to the Fort William, 3d N ov. 1772%
Village to which he belongs, and be there executed, for 
a Terror and Example to others; and for the further
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Together with an APPENDIX referred to in the laid Report.

I .

Reported by Mr, A l d e r m a n  H a r l e y  on the n th  Day of June 1773.
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