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PREFACE.

ol

......

WY T is hoped that these pages may form a suitable introduc-
tion to the regnmental histories of the Bengal Army,
#old by them, recr)rdmg acttons-‘a;ﬁ-é“azgfevements of corps
#iWhich now no longer exist, and giving a general view of
"'_"‘-_'vents common to many regiments, which, if repeated at
',___v]ength in the record of each, would extend the succeeding
wolumes to an unnecessary degree.

Many of the periods dealt with are too much neglected in
*lthe histories available to the general veader; the details for
| these have been collected from contemporary magazine litera-
;'.-ure, while the more imports

heads of chapters.

F.G. C

gaps in the mlhtary history of Northern Indla. as |
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MEMORANDUM.

mmp e

TI—II‘S ¢ Sketch of the Services of the Bengal Native Army "
was originally compiled by Lieutenant F. G. Cardew in
1890-01 ; it was afterwards revised in the Military Depart-
“ment by Mr, G. W. deRhé-Philipe, but, owing to a variety of
circumstances, its publication has been delayed and it has only
now been found practicable to put it through the press.

In the course of revision, advantage has been taken of
the opportunity to make the work mare complete by, first,
the insertion of accounts of many little-known operations
which had been omitted from the original compilation
secondly, by the introduction of more detailed and particular
sccounts of the more important campaigns ; and, finally, by
bringing it up to the abolition of the Presidency armies in
1805.

In carrying out the revision of this,compilation, a large
number of works and periodicals of various descriptions, and
of varying degrees of authority, have been consulted, and a
list of these is appended; but it is to be understood that the
revision is based essentially on official records,

MiLiTARY DEPARTMENT,
CALCUTTAS
The 215t March 1003
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CLIST OF WORKS, PERIODICALS, ETC., CONSULTED IN THE

COURSE OF THE REVISION OF THE “SKETCH CF THE
SERVICES OF THE BENGAL ARMY.”

e et

Gentleman’s Magazine, 1731—1816.
London Gazette, 1757—1840.
Dodsley’s Annual Register, 1758—1814.

Cust’s Annals of the Wars of the 18th and 1gth Centuries, wer

Phillippart’s East India Military Calendar, g

Phillippart’s Royal Military Calendar.

Orme's History of the Transactions of the British Nation in Indo-
stan.

Ives’ Historical Narrative of the Operations of the Squadron and
Army in India under the Command of VicesAdmiral Watson and
Colonel Clive.

Carraccioli’s Life of Lord Clive.

Gleig’s Life of Lord Clive,

Malcolm’s Life of Lord Clive,

Williams' History of the Bengal Native Infantry.

Grose’s Voyage to the East Indies.

Hamilton’s Geographical, Statistical, and Historical Description of
Hindustan, i

Hough’s Political 2nd Military Events in British India, 1756—1849.

Broome’s History of the Rise and Progress of the Bengal Army.

Entick’s History of the Seven Years’ War, 1756—63.

Ramsay's Military Memoirs of Great Britain,

Beatson’s Naval and Military Memoirs.

Cambridge’s Account of the Wars in India, 1750—60.

Transactions in India, 1756--33.

~ Mill and Wilson’s History of India.

' Thornton’s History of the British Empire in India.

" Trotter's History of the British Empire in India, 1844—62.

Wilson’s History of the Madras Army.

Buckle's Memoir of the Bengal A rctillery.

Stubbs' History of the Bengal Artillery.

Innes’ History of the Bengal Enropean Regiment.

Begbie’s History of the Services of the Madras Artillery.

Neill’s Services of the 1st Madras European Regiment.

Vipart's Military History of the Madras Engineers,
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Forrest’s Selections from the State Papers preserved inthe Foreign
Department ol the Government of India, 1772—85.
Duff’s History of the Mahrattas. . _
Hastings' Narrative of the Events at Benares, 1781
Parliamentary Papers relating to the Carnatic War.
Memoirs of the late War in Asia, 1780—84 (probably by Colone!
Alexander Read, Madras Army).
Fullarton’s View of the English Interests in India, 1782-83.
Innes Munra's Narrative of the Military Operations on the Coros
mandel Coast, 1760--84. ;
Gleig’s Life of Major-General Sir Thomas Munro, Barf.
Mackenzie's Sketch of the War with Tippoo Sultan, 17g0o—02.
Dirom’s Narrative of the Campaign in India against Tippoo Sultan,
1792
Baines’ History of the Wars of the French Revolution.
East India Papers, 1798—1800¢. /
Beatson’s View of the Origin and Conduct of the War with Tippoo
Sultan, 17909 .
Wood’s Review of the War in Mysore.
Lushington’s i.ife of Lord Harris.
Hook's Life of Sir David Baird.
Asiatic Annual Register, 17gg—1811.
The Wellesley Despatches.
The Wellington Despatches.
Latham Browne's Life of the Duke of Wellington,
Wailsh's Campaign in Egypt, 18o1,* -
Wilson's History of the British Expedition to Egypt, 1801,
N Anderson’s Journal of the Expedition to Egypt, 18o1.
Papers relating to the Mahratta War, 1803 }
Thorn's Memuoir of the War in India, 1803—06. ¥
Parlby's British Indian Military Repository.
Fraser’s Life of Colonel James Skinner.
; Blakiston's Twelve Years’ Military Adventure.
b The Military Chronicle, 1810—15.
: Memoirs of the Military Career of John Shipp.
k Carmichael Smyth's Rough Sketch of the Irregular Horse.
' Thorn's Conquest of Java.
Life and Letters of the First Earl of Minto.
Prinsep’s History of the Political and Military Transactions ir Indi
during the Administration of the Marquess of Hastings, 18 1327
Papers relating to the Nepal War,
Hunter’s Military Sketches of the Goorkha War,
Life of Major-General Sir Robert Rollo Gillespie,
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during the Mahratta War, 181710,

Papers relating to the Mahratta and Pindarry Wars, 1817—10.

McNaghten's Memoir of the Military Operations of the Nagpore
Subsidiary Force, 1817—109,

Lake’s Sieges of the Madras Army, 1817—10.

Creighton's Narrative of the Siege and Capture of Bhurtpore, 1825-26.

Memoirs and Correspondence of Field Marshal Viscount Com-
bermere,

Wilson's Narrative of the Burmese War, 1824—26.

Snodgrass’ Account of the War in Burma, 1824—26,

Trant's Two Years in Ava,

Heber's Indian Journal,

Naval and Military Magazine, 1827—2¢.

Colburn’s United Service Journal (afterwards United Service Maga-
zine), 1820—62. i

HKast India United Service Journal, 1834—3n.

Stocqueler's Memorials of Afghanistan, 183842,

Hough’'s March and Operations of the Army of the Indusin the
Expedition into Afghanistan, 1838-30.

Journal and Correspondence of Major-General Augustus Abbott,
1838 —4a.

Dennie’s Personal Narrative of the Campaignin Afghanistan, Sindh,
and Baluchistan, 1838-39.

Outram’s Rough Notes on the Campaign in Scinde and Afghani-
stan, 1838-30. :

MacKinnon’s Military Service in the Far East, 183846,

Stocqueler’s Life of Sir William Nott.

The Career of Major George Broadfoot.

Lady Sale's Journal of the Disasters in Afghanistan, 1841-42.

Eyre’s Military Operations at Cabool, 1841-42.

Hough’s Review of the Military Operations at Cabool, 1841-42,

Haughton’s Defence of Charikar.

Mackenzie's Storms and Sunshine of a Soldier's Life,

Papers relating to the Military Operations in Afghanistan, 1842.

Neill’s Recollections of Four 'Vears' Service in the East with Her
Majesty’s 4oth Regiment,

Greenwood's Narrative of the late Victarious Campaignin Afghani-
stan under General Pollock, 1842.

Low’s Life of Sir George Pollock.

Lawrence’s Forty-three Years in India.

Cavenagh's Reminiscences of an Indian Official,

Napier’s History of the Conquest of Scinde.

Napier's History of Sir Charles Napier's Administration of Scinde
and Campaign in the Cutchee Hills.
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Lord Colchester’s History of the Indian Administration of Lord
Ellenborough,

Ochterlony's Chinese War.

Parliamentary Papers relating (o the Hostilities on the North-West
Frontier of India, 1845-45.

Gough’s and Innes’ The Sikhs and the Sikh Ware,

MecGregor's History of the Sikhs,

Life of Lord Hardinge (Rulers of India Series),

Parliamentary Papers relating to the Punjab, 1847—49.

Edwardes’ A Year on the Punjab Frontier, 1848-40.

Thackwell’s Narrative of the Second Sikh War.

Lawrence-Archer's Commentaries on the Punjab Campaign, 1248-40.

Sandford’s Leaves from the Journal of a Subaltern during the Cam-
paign in the Punjab, 1848-40.

Shadwell’s Life of Lord Clyde.

Paget and Mason’s Expeditions on the North-West Frontier of
India, :

Parliamentary Papers relating to hostilities with Burma, 185253,

Laurie’s Narrative of the Operations at Rangoon in 1852,

Laurie’s Narrative of the Second Burmese War, 1852—54.

Laurie’s Our Burmese Wars and Relations with Burma.

Fytche's Burma.

Hunt’s Persian Campaign of 1856-57«

Goldsmid’s Life of Sir James Qutram.

Parliamentary Papers relating to the Indian Mutiny.

Kaye's History of the Sepoy War.

Malleson's History of the [ndian Mutiny.

Cooper’s Crisis in the Punjab.

Cave-Browne’s The Punjab and Delhi in 1857,

Norman's Narrative of the Campaign of the Dethi Army.

Rotton's Narrative of the Siege of Delhi.

Greathed’s Letters written during the Siege of Delhi.

Lord Roberts’ Forty=one Years in India.

Knollys’ Life of Sir J. Hope Grant.

Medley's A Year's Campaigning in India. :

Bourchier's Eight Months’ Campaign against the Bengal Sepoys

Hodson of Hodson"s Horse. _

Shepherd's Narrative of the Mutiny at Cawnpore.

Trevelyan's Cawnpore.

Mowbray Thomson's Story of Cawnpore.

Edwardes’ and Merivale's Life of Sir Henry M. Lawrence.

Gubbins’ Mutinies in Qudh,

Hutchinson's Mutinies in Oudh.

Prichard’'s Mutinies in Rajpootana.

McILeod Innes' Lucknow and Oudh in the Mutiny.
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o Lol Trivies’ The Sepoy Riwslt. ;
Wilson's Defence of Lucknow (“ The Staff Officer’s Diary "'},
Anderson’s Personal Journal of the Siege of Lucknow,
Fayrer's Recollections of My Life.
Rees’ Personal Marrative of the Siegé of Lucknow.
y Lady Inglis’ Siege of Lucknow.
Mrs, Case’s Day by Day at Lucknow,
Brock’s Biographical Sketch of Sir Henry Havelock.
Groom's With Havelock from Allahabad to Cawnpore.
Swanston’s Journal of Havelock's March from Allahabad to Lucks
now.
Alexander's Recollections of a Highland Subaltern during the
Campaigns of the g3rd Highlanders in India, 1857—39.
Munre’s Record of Service and Campaigning in Many Lands.
i Mitchell's Reminiscences of the Great Mutiny .
Russell’s Diary in India, 18 58-59.
Adye's Defence of Cawnpore under General Windham.,
Nash’s Volunteering in India, 1858.
Adye's Sittana.
K Crealock’s Chinese War, 1860.
j Swinhoe's Narrative of the North China Campaign, 1860,
: Wolseley’s Narrative of the War with China, 1860.
Gawler’s Sikkim.
Selections from the Records of the Government of Bengal relating to
the Disturbances in the Cossyah and Jynteah Hills, 1862,
Rennie's Story of the Bhootan War.
Parliamentary Papers relating to the Abyssinizo Expedition,
Woodthorpe®s Lushai Expedition,
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THE SERVICES OF THE BENGAL
NATIVE ARMY,

[

 Politicat and Military Events in India (Hough)~History of British India ( Mill)—History of

the Bengal 1nofantry (#Hliamr —Rise and Progress of the Bengal Army  (Broome)—DBengal
“Military Regulations, 1817,

Although the record of British progress in India has been essen-
tially a military history, yet nearly a century elapsed after the first
establishment of English traders in the country before the formation

" of an armed force for their defence.

The East India Company was formed in 1599 by an association

. of merchants, who established their first factory at Surat in 1612,

and in 1640 erected Fort St George, In thesame year was de-

. spatched from Yngland the first expedition to Bengal ¢ this consisted

of two ships, of which the crews were so well received by the Nawab
of those provinces that the Company decided to prosecute the trade,
and finally established a factory at Hooghly. _

The Bengal setticments, however, remained dépendent on that of

Fort St. George, while their trade was subject to the control of the

Native government of Bengal, by whom they were forbidden to enter-
tain any military strength, beyond “ an ensign and thirty men” to do
honour to the principal agents. :

In 1681 Bengal became independent of Madras, Mr, Hedges being

© sent from the latter place as the Company’s “Agent and Governor
~in.the Bay of Bengal and the factories subordinate.” The first

Governor took with him from Madras a party of a corporal and
twenty soldiers, which little band was increased in 1683 by a com-

" pany of soldiers, together with arms and accoutrements suflicient for

another company. Meanwhile the traders at Hooghly had been for

| many years subject to the jealous repression and exactions of the

Native government, aud, being unable owing to the smallness of their

' numbers to enforce their claims, their venturcs had been thwarted
| and their trade impoverished to such a degree that the Company at

wei

o
aef nient
Bengal,

1640,

1652,

168x,
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length decided to equip an expedition of sufficient strength to assert *
the rights of their agents and to make definite terms with the Emperor
Aurangzeb and Nawab Sha-istah Khan, the Governor of Bengal.  This
expedition consisted of a flect of ten ships bearing six complete com-
panies of infantry, which wete augmented by the seamen to ten com-
panies, or 1,000 men. Lt was further increased by a force of 460 men
from Madras, and a eompany of Portuguese infantry (called Topasses,
from the hats which they wore) naised by Job Charnock, the chief.
agent at Hlooghly. But when the expedition arrived at the month of
the Hooghly the fleet had already lost a third of its strength through
contrary winds and bad weather. Several months were passed in
desultory fighting and negotiations, until the British ‘forces were
reduced to the utmost straits by the effects of the climatz. and at
length found themselves hemmed in by overwhelming numbers and
obliged to make their last stand on the fever-stricken island of Ingelli.
At this crisis an offer of further negotiations was gladly accepted
by Charnock, and in August 1687 a treaty was finally concluded
with Nawab Sha-istah Khan, by which the English regained their
former rights and received assurances for the future.

A year had not passed, however, before the oppressions of the
Nawab recommenced. Charnock again had recourse to negotiations ;
but while these were i progress there arrived from England, under
the command of Captain Heath, an armed frigate bearing 160 men,
sent out by the Court of Directors to carry into execution the orders
which had been given to the leaders of the former expeditinn.
Heath, an impatientand hot-tempered man, immediately had recourse
to hostilities, seized and pillaged Balasore, made a demonsiation
before Chittagong, and at length, findivg that neither his violence |
nor his negotiation were of much avail, he carried off the whole of
the Company’s troops, servants and portable property to Madras.

In August 1690, terms having been again agreed on with the
Emperor, and Sha-istah Khan having been succeeded by Ibrahim
Khan as Nawab of Bengal, Mr. Charnock, with the Company’s
servants, returned (o the Flooghly and established themselves at Suta-
nati. For some years the seitlement continued to increase rapidly
without further molestation from the Native government, until in 1505
occurred the rebellion of Suba Singh, 3 Hindu zemindar of Burdwan,
who, having attracted considerable numbers to his cause, threatened
the safety of the Company’s settlements, On this the local govern-
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mhif:ted Native Soldiers for the protection of their property, and

putting their Factories into a state of defence originated the fortifica-
tions of Chinsura, Chandernagore, and Calcutta. '

In 1609 Bengal was raised Ly the Court to the rank of a Presi-
dency. Sir Charles Eyre was appointed President; and the fort ot
Calcutta, which was being rapidly pushed on, was named Fort William,
in honour of King William IIL, Inthis yearalso was started the new
‘ English Company,’ which, after several years of rivalry with the old
or ‘London Company,” was finally united to the latier in 1708. The
military force at this time amounted to some 130 men, exclusive of
a small pasty of anillerymen called “ the Gunner and his Crew.”

For many years the trade and prosperity of Caleutta continued to
increase rapidly; and although the military establishment appears to
have kept pace with that of other branches of the service, yet no'
serious danger threatened the settlement until the year 1742, when the
Mahrattas devastated the whole province and sacked the town of
Hooghly. At this juncture the European and Armenian inhabitants
were, for the firsttime, regularly embodied into a militia ; a number of
" lascars were entertained to help the guneroom ¢rew in working the

. guns, and the so-called Mahratta Dilch was commenced round the
‘seitlement : however, the Mahrattas did not advance, and the latter
work was abandoned.

In 1754 the first legislative enactment for the regulation of the
Company’s military force was passed, and under it Articles of War
were framed ‘which, with slight modification, continued to guide the

sérvice for many years,

The regular military establisnment at this

time appears to have consisted of five companies of infantry and one

of artllery.

In 1756 the Nawab Siraj-ud-Daulah succeeded tothe Government
of Bengal, and with this event opened the first great epoch of British

progress in India, whick, beginning in massacre, reverse, and almost !

extcrmination, £nally ended in the subjugation of the whole Empire

to British rule.

The Nawab had only assumed the government for a few weeks
when heallowed himself to hé carried away by his deep-rooted hatred
of the English into open hostilities against the Company’s settlements.
Having attacked and taken the facwry of Kasimbazar, with its little
gartison of two officers (Lieutenant Elliot and Surgeon Forth) 2nd

forty-iwo regular soldiers, of whom less than half were Englishmen,

B2

16gg. © °
Ben ::'ut!99
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he advanced on: Calcutta with his whole ariny, and crossed the
Hooghly on the 1s5th of June. Within the capital consternation
reigned among the inhabitants ; confusion and timidity paralysed the
leaders ; the fort was ill-arranged and its defences decaying; the
ammunition was scanty and infefior ; the guns dismounted and use-
less, and the garrison amounted only to some 500 men, of whom but
174 were Englishmen: Hostilities were commenced by a slight
success ‘of the British, who seized the fort of Tannah on the oppo-
site side of the river; but they were soon driven back and closely
blockaded in Calcutta. At the first reverse the whole of the Native
soldiers deserted, and in the course of the fivedays’ defence which
ensted, their conduct was surpassed in baseness by the headlong and
seliish flight of the Governor, the Commandant and’a great number
Lof the officers of militia, who, embarking in the only available boats,
went on board a Company’s ship which was lying in the river and
dropped down to Govindpur, leaving the unfortunate remnant of the
garrison to their fate.

On the 20th of June the fort was taken, and on that night occurred
the horrible incident of the « Black Hole ”, the story of which is too
well known te need repetition.

The survivors of the British inhabitants, together with a re-inforce-
ment of three ships from Bombay, took refuge at Palta : here they were
joined in August by some 230 men from Madras under Major
Kilpatrick, while a volunteer company wasalso formed, including a
number of civil servants, among whom was the futare Governor-
General, Warren Hastings. Further re-irdorcements were solicited
from Madras, but, ewing to delays and indecision, the whole of these,
under Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Clive, did not reach Palta until
December the 2oth.

The expedition now comprised 250 of His Majesty’s 3gth Regi-
ment, 570 of the Madras European infantry, 1,200 Madras sepoys,
some details of artillery, 230 Bengal European infantry, and 7o
volunteers, making a total of abont 2,400 men.

Clive advanced from Palta on December 27th, and, after some sharp
fighting, took the fort of Budge-Budge on the zgth. The forts of
Tanuah and Aligarh were abandoned by the Nawab’s troops without

a shot being fired, and on January znd Fort William was again in
the hands of the British, Hooghly was re-taken on January 17th by
a force detached under Major Kiipatrick ; and on the 1ztha large
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of about 5,000 of the enemy was defeated at Gongi, near Bandel,
by 5o British soldiers and 100 sepoys under Captain Eyre Coote.

Whilst these expeditions were in progress, Clive turned his atlention
1o the means at hand of securing the footing just regained by the
English in Bengal. He found his small army confronted on the
one side by the forces of the Nawab, with whom all attempts at
negotiation proved useless, and on the other, by the French settlers
of Chandernagore, whom the events occurring in Europe, where war
had lately been declared between England and France, would cer-
fainly range amongst his enemies. éﬁe determined to supply his
pressing need for re-inforcements by ife formation of a battalion of
sepoys. 'The native troops (called Buxarries, and in Madras Telingas
or Peons) which had hitherto been employed as occasion required,
were wholly undiseiplined, and were armed and equipped in Native
style: even the more carefully trained Madras and Bombay sepoys
adhered to Native dress and equipment. Clive, however, determined
to try the experiment of assimilating them as nearly as possible to
European troops.  Having raised some three or four hundred picked
men, he furnished them not only with arms but also with dress of
European pattern, drilled and disciplined them as regular troops, and
appointed a British officer and non-commissioned officers to command
and instruct them. This, the earliest Bengal Native regiment, was for
many years known as the Zal Pal/an,* on account of its equipment,
but later it went by the name of Gillis-ki-paltan, from Captain
Primrose Galliez, who obtained command of it in 1763 and held that
post for many years: it became the 2nd Badtalion of the 12th Bengal
Natgive Infantry in 1796.2 .

Recruits for Clive's Native battalion were easily obtained. The
Musalman conquest of Bengal and the general disturbances in the
governmenis of Northern India brought numbers of the fighting races
down to the lower provinces in search of service, or enrichment by
other means, and in the corps then raised around Calcutta were to be
found Pathans, Rohilias, Jats, Rajputs, and even Brahma!ﬁ'r

* Paltan is derived from the Englich, Platuon, which is itself a corcuption of the
Irench peloton.—P,

t The Girst regiments of the Bangal Native Army having beeo raised in Bengal,
both Hamilton (Geographical, Stotistical and Historical Leseription, of Hinduse
fan) and Bishop Heber (Fudian Fowrmal) take it for granted that these corps
wera composed of nafive Bemgalis~a tidiculous error out of which the Bengali
press has made much capital of late years.—F,

pes
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At theend of Jannary re<inforcements artived in Bengal of artillery '
and stores : and on the sth of February Clive attacked and defeated
| the Nawab’s army, which had advanced within the Company’s
territory, near Cossipore. The British loss (Royal Navy included) was
57 killed and 117 wounded, of whom 18 of the killed and 35 of the
wounded were sepoys; that of the enemy was reckoned at 1,300,
| A treaty of peace with Siraj-ud-Daulah was the result of the batile.
JThe total casualties in action up to this period, in the Army, appear
{to have amounted to 41 Kuropeans (including 6 officers) and 18
| Natives killed, and 78 Europeans (including g officers) and 55 Natives
wounded,~102 in all. .

Clive's nest object was the attack of the French settlement of
Chandernagore. Re-inforcements reached him from Bombay early in
Marcli, and, notwithstanding the opposition of the Nawab, hostilities
were begun before Chandernagore on the 14th of that months A
e combined attack by the troops and fleet was made on the fort on
aﬁa the 23rd, and the place surrendered on the same day. The casual-

ties amongst the troops on this occasion were about 40 killed and

| wounded : in the fleet the losses were more severe, amonnting (¢ 32
| killed and 99 wounded, including several officers.
| This success induced great numbers of Natives to apply for service
/in Clive's army, and his newly raised battalion 0f sepoys wus largely
_augmented. Meantime, while perfecting the drill and discipline ot
these troops, Clive was also occupied in negotiations with Mir Jafar

Khan, the Nawab’s principal officer in Bengal, and this with so mach

success that an advantageous treaty was concluded early in June.
'1 By this'an agreement was made for mutual support, and besides the
| advantages already ceded by Siraj-ud-Daulah in February, all the
'lands lying south of Calcutta were granted to the Company anda
t

lattle of
ossipore.

o

pledge was exacted that the Nawab would erect no fortifications
below Hooghly. ~ These segotiations did not check the advance of the
troops, who were at length, by Mir Jafar Khan's aid, enabled to
| make preparations for an attack on the Nawab.
| On the 16th of June the army reached Patli, and on the 18th Major
i Eyre Coote, with a force of 200 Europeans and 500 sepoys, atiacked
| and captured Katwa. '
At this juncture suspicions began to be entertained of the sincerity
| of Mir Jafar Khan in his promises of support to the English, and
| Clive called a council of war to decide the question of immediate
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‘action or delay until after the monsoon. Though the majority of

votes—his own amongst them—were for the latter course, Clive's
 final decision was for active measures. He advanced from his posi-

tion on the 22nd of June aud arrived at Plassey on the morning of

the! z51d. )
The following, according to Broome, was the actual strength of the
forces engaged : British arfillery, including 50 sailors, 150 men,

with 8 six-pounder guns and two small howitzers ; British infaniry |

(detachments of the 39th ¥oot, and of the Bengal, Madras and
Bombay European infanty). 750; Topasses, 200; Native infantry,
Madras and Bengal, 2,100, The Nawab’s army is said to have num-
bered 50,000 foot and 18,000 horse, with a very powerful train of
artillery.
The baitie was begun about 8 a.a. by artillery fire from both sides,
-~ the English force being drawn up in line in front of a mango grove. |
Afior half an hour's firing, Clive, finding that his exposed position was |
causing 2 loss of valuable lives, retired into the grove, the bank round ’
. which served as a breastwork for his men. - The British artillery kept |
up a smart and effective fire from bebind this shelter, whick played fl
hayoc amongst the masscs of the Nawab's army, while the guns of |
. the latter were not only badly served, but their ammunition rendered |
‘useless by a heavy shower of rain. Soon after noon the Nawab was '
‘much disheartened by the news of the death of his most trusted Fen- |
eral, Mir Madin. Once aroused, his fears continued to increase every
moment ; he eagerly adopted the advice of those around him 10 return '
%0 his capital; orders were hastily given for the troops to retire to |
their fortified camp; the Nawab mounted a fast sowars camel, and, |
escorted by 2,000 horsemen, fled precipitately to Murshidabad. |
Clive, seeing the turn which affairs were taking, advanced with his |
whale force and canuonaded the enemy’s entrenchments, upon which ]
their troops again turned out and came into action ; but the disposis |
‘tions of the English general were well made : Lis infantry were lodged !
close to the enemy’s entrenchment, and thsir hot musketry fire, |
coupled with a heayy cannonade from the guns, quickly threw |
the troops of the Nawab into confusion. By 5 e the whole enor-
mous mob was scattered in headlong flight, and the camp, with all its |
baggage and stores, was in the hands of the English. The pursuit |
Was kept up until 8 p.x., when Clive haited for the night at Daud—!
pur,

-
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1 Our loss it the battle was estremely small, amounting (exclusive
P | of any casualiies that may have occarred amongst the seamien)
i to only 5 Europeans and 13 Natives killed, and 18 Europeans
{ (including three officers) and 30 Natives wounded.® Of the officers
! wounded on this memorable occasion two were of the Bengal army,
{ Lisutenant Cassells of the artillery and Lieutenant De Lubers of the’
: European infantry : the name of the third officer (a licutenant of the
| Madras artillery) has unfortanately not been preserved. Among the
wounded, too, was Mic:hipman Richard Shorediche, of the Kent.
Many years after, in 1829, the surviving corps of the Bengal Army
received authority to inscribe the word “ PLASSEY ”? on their colours,
* Qiraj-ud-Daulah arrived at Murshidabad at midnight on the 23rd.

| Throughout the 24th, as news reached him of the advance of the

! English, his terror hourly increased, and he fled ‘at night from the city,
| almost alone. Clive entered Murshidabad on the 2gth and placed

| Mir Jafar Khan on the masad. On the 3rd of July Siraj-ud-Daulah
was brought back a captive to Mir Jafar, and on the same night wag
_ ruthlessly murdered by order of Miran, the son of the new Nawab. |
o For two months after the victory of Plassey, Clive was occupie in

e ee - | exacting from Mir Jafar Khan the indemuity previously agreed upon,
stealion. |0 g i settling the disputes which arose amongst the British officers,

| military, and naval, over the partition of the same. At the same

timé be turned his attention to the increase of the military force of
Bengal, and to this end he enlisted men for a second regular bat-
_ talion of sepoys, and formed the corps on drafts from the old battalion,

_ -E:glunn to | Meanwhile a small force of Frenchunder Mounsieur Law, which had

; marched from Bhagalpur to the assistance of Siraj-ud-Daulab, on
hearing of the overthrow of that prince, made towards Patna with
the intention of joining the Rajah Ram Narayan. In order to prevent
his junction, a detachment was despatched under Major. Coote, on
the 6th of July, consisting of 220 British roops and 500 sepoys, With
a detail of artillery.

On their march occurred the first recorded instance of a Native
court-martial in Bengal, when a sepoy was tried for conniving at the
escape of a prisoner, and sentenced, by a court composed of Suba=
dars and Jemadars of the detachment, to receive 500 lashes and he
| dismissed the service.

#% These figures are taken from Clive's official returns. 'They differ materiaily
§rom those given in Broome's History and other publications,—P. )
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 After many difficulties and hardships at the most unhealthy season
of the year, Coote’s detachment reached Patna on the 26th of July, |
only to find that Law had escaped them and was now on the borders i
of Oudh, where he could take refuge atany moment. - For many days |
great discontent had existed among the troops : the British soldiers |
weere in a mntinous state, and the Madras sepoys declared that they |
would go no further into the interior. However, expostalations and |
persuasions prevailed on them to advance again ; and they continued [
to push on as far as Chapra (znd August), whence a despatch |
from Clive recalled the detachment to Patna, and eventually to[' an
Murshidabad, where it arrived on September the 13th. '
During this autumn a slight distarbance occurred amongst the‘
Nawab's troops at Kasimbazar ; and a revolt took place at Dacca,
when a company of the 1st Native Battalion was sent to assist the |
Nawab of that place.
On the 17th of November Clive marched from Calcutta, and joined ' Second
the Nawab at Murshidabad; with him was a force of 550 British, | Ehedition ¢
some details of artillery, and 1,500 sepoys; while the Nawab wss |
accompanied by = force of 40,000 men. Following the route by |
which Coute had advanced in July, the combined force arrived at |
"Patna on the 4th of February, 1758. Here some months were
passed in discussing the settlement of the country ; while Clive also
occupied himself in raising a third battalion of sepoys, composed, | The sea nae
for the most part, of men enlisted in the Bhojpur district. e
On Clive’s return to Murshidabad in May, news reached him of |
the increased strength of the ¥rench on the Madras coast, He |
itamediaely returned to Calcutta, and pushed on the completion
of the new fort at Govindpur, the present Fort William, In July he
accepted ‘the post of President of the newly re-organised local
Government, and forthwith set about measures of considerabie |
importance to the military strength of Bengal. TInstead of sendingrl
back to their presidencies the Brit'sh detachments from Madras and |
Bombay, all who voluntcered for service in Bengal were formed |
into a Dengal Euaropean battalion,® into which also were received |
a number of volunteers, both officers and men, from His Majesty’s |

* Both Broome and Innes assign a much sariier date to the formation of the
Beugal Evropean Battalion (now the 1t Battalion of the Royal Munster Fusiliers),
but the exact date is really 2 matter of €onjecture, and probably they are both
wrong,  lanes’ statements on this point are, indeed, disproved b ¥ Clive’s returns.—P, |
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' 391h Regiment ; 1he aml!ery was re—orvamsed and formed into two

companies; and a fourth battalion of sepoys was raised at the same

battalion of the 2nd Regiment.

Meanwhile, the Frerch successes in the Carnatic were beeommg
more and more pronounced, and the Madras Government appealed
to Bengal for assistance. On the 12th of Oclober; 1758, a strong

Forde, the Corrmandant in Bengal, with orders to proceed by sea to
Vizagapatam, and, by creating a diversion there, to render assistance
o the Madras Government. With this detachment were five com-

the 15t and 2nd Bengal Native Battalions; and a battalion of Madras

oceasion on which Benpal sepoys were sent by sea on active service.
Colonel Forde met the French army of the Northern Circars,

defeat: as his force advanced to the attack,tbe two Bengal Native

battalions, which were on the flanks, were fully exposed to view,

pletely concealed by high standing crops: the French, moving
obliquely to their right to attack the Native battalion forming the left

into great confusion by “a deadly voiley from the British hattahcn,
they fell back hastily, and the volley being succeeded by a charge,
they were, after a short but severe combat, driven from the field with

Joss: Our loss was Captain Adnet, and 15 British and 100 Native

wounded. The enemy lost 6 officers and 120 killed and wounded of
the French troops, and a large number of sepoys.® 'No honorary
distinction for this engagement was given untl 18471, when, under
some misapprehension, the Madras Government authorised the 1st
Madras European -Regiment, of which corps not a man was present

* Cambridge gay»—* We had 44 Europeans killed and wounded, amang which
were two cantains and three hieutenants ; and the French 156, officers ilu:hded.
-P.

while the European Battalion, which formed the centre, was com- .

soldiers killed; 4 officers and 2o British and 100 Native soldiers

time, The command of this corps was soon afferwards conferred .
upon Liewenant Hugh Grant, from whom it became known as
Grant-ki-palfan: in the re-orgamisation of 1796 it becume the 18t

detachment was sent by Clive under Lieutenant-Coloniel Francis

panies of the Bengal European Dattalion, the znd Artillery Company |

sepoys who had come round to Bengal in 1755, This was the frst |

under the Marquis de Conflans, on the 8th of December at Condore,’
about forty miles from Rajahmundry, and inflicted on them 2 signal

of the British line, exposed their left flank to the British centre ; thrown
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. 7th of April the atempt was made; Captain Knox led the 1st

in the action, to inscribe the word “ Conpore” on its colours. Thc|
distinction has recently been placed on the colours of the Royal
Munster Fusiliers, the only corps now existing which is, as represent-
ing the 1st Bengal Buropean Regiment, entitled to wear it.

Colonel Forde advanced on the gth, accompanied by the Rajah
Anandiraj of Vizianagram ; while a detachment sent on in advance
under Captain Knox seized the town and fort of Rajabmundry, on the
Godaveri, on the 1oth, Here a delay of six weeks took place, owing
1o the failare of Anandiraj to fulfil bis engagements, and it was not
until the 6th of February that the English force occupied Ellore.
After seizing the French factory of Narsipur, Forde advanced and
stormed the fort of Konkale on the 3rd March, and thence continuing
his march to Masulipatam, arrived there on the 6th.

The fort of Masulipatam was a position of great ratvral strength.
surrounded on thre¢ sides by a swamp of considerable extent.
Almost at the outset of the siege the English found themselves in a
most critical position ; their treasure chests were empty ; their retreat
by the road by which they had come was cut off by the recapture of
Rajahmundry by the ¥rench under du Rocher; and, the siege of
Madras having been raised, a powerful army under General Lally
was marching thence to the relief of Masulipatam. At this critical
moment the European troops broke inio open mufiny, but were
pacified and re-assured by Colonel Forde, and the preparations for
the assanlt pushed on with vigour. At length at midnight on the

Bengal Battalion in a false attack, while the remainder of the force
was formed in three divisions for the real assault. The plan was
completely successful, and, the principal defences having been
carried by storm, on the morning of the 8th of April, de Conflans
surrendered.  The conduct of the Bengal troops on this occasion was
excelient, and they emulated the Europeans in their gallantry. Our
loss was 3 officers, 22 British and 50 Native soldiers killed; 62
British and 150 sepoys wounded. The enemy lost of Europeans
alone 113 killed.

The efiect of this success was to damp the ardour of the Nizam,
who had previously been lending aid to the French, and he opened
negotiations with Colonel Forde : meeting, however, with but indifler-
ent success, be at length in disgust withdrew his force towards Hyder-

1789-

Siege and
storming of
Masulipatam

abad. The expected French reinforcements arrived off Masulipatam
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<A a week after its capture, and being apprised of that event, sailed for
h Ganjam, which place they fortified. In October Colonel Forde,
accompanied by Captain Knox, returned to Calcutta, leaving Captain
Fischer in command of the detachment, now reduced to some 1,100
men, of whom 300 were Europeans. The latter was ordered to
return by land to Calcutta: marching by the route by which they
had advanced in the preceding year, news reached Fischer at Rajah-
mundry that the French from Ganjam had occupied Coconada, He
reached that place on the 28th December, and the fort was surren-
dered on the following day without a struggle.

Thus terminated the efforts of the French on the east coast, and by
the specess of Forde’s expedition in the face of great difficulties those
districts were acquired for Kngland which had formerly . constitnted
the most valuable possession of France in Hindustan,

Captain Fischer continued his march with the two Bengal battalions
of .his' detachment, sending the Europeans and artillery by sea;
and arrived at Calcutta in March, 1760.

Meéanwhile the past year had been a busy one in Bengal. To
make up, in some degree, for the absence of such a large detach-
KEatie ment in the Northern Circars, a fifth battalion of sepoys was raised
ised, at the end of 1738, the command of which was given to Licutenant
# George Wilson, whose name it bore. In the midst of the work
of organising recruits and strengthening the defences of Fort
William, Clive’s attention was called to fresh danger threatening
*Ifrom the north. Since the death of Aurangzeb the power of the
Delhi dynasty had been rapidly decreasing : internal strife and
external reverses had sapped the strength of the once all-powerful
empire ; and the time now under review found the reigning Emperor
Alam Gir Sani a mere puppet in the hands of his favourite minister,
Ghazi-u-din Khan, commonly called Umed-ul-Malk. Early in 1750
el | the Emperor’s eldest son, Shahzada Ali Gohar, who subsequently

* | ascended the throne as Shah Alam, impatient of the control of
his father’'s minister, raised the standard of revolt in Rohilkhand
and, prompted by the interested counsels of the chiefs who joined -
him, marched, in the first instance, towards Patna, with the inten-
tion of seizing the rich provinces of Bengal and Bihar. Clive,
who saw the motives for, and the instability of, the support
accorded to the Shahzada, declared his intention of suppressing the
rebellion against the emperor, and marched towards Patna with a
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force of 450 British and 2,500 sepoys, comprising the 3rd and 4th
Battalions, and part of the sth, In companj with Miran, the son of
the Nawab Mirpiafar Khan, he reached Patna on April the 8th,
where he found that the Rajah Ram Narayan had already success-
fully repelled the attack of the Shahzada’s fosce, and that the latter
had, as Clive had conjectured, fallen to pieces at the first sign
of a reverse. The Shahzada himself took refuge with Monsicur
Law in the French station of Chatarpur, and Clive, having spent
some weeks in quieting the swmrounding districts and strength-
ening the defences of Patna, where he left a detachment of European
troops and five companies of sepoys, returned to Caleutta in June,
1759,

Scarcely had he arrived there when ramours of yet another enemy
reached him., For some time past the Dutch stations in Bengal had
viewed with apprehension and jealousy the growing influence of the
English. FEncouraged, doubtless, by the attitude of Mir Jafar Khan,
who was faithless and ungrateful enough to side against his foreign
allies at any moment when it seemed to his advantage to do so, the
Dutch brought matters to a head in Octdber, 1759, when a fleet of
seven vessels full of troops arrived in the Hooghly ; while in the mean-
time their forces at Chinsura had been strengthened by the enlistment
“&f sepoys and the arrival of European recruits. The English strength
was inferior both by sea and land. Three Indiamen comprised the
whole of their fleet, while their army was weakened by detachments
at Patna, Midnapore, Vizagapatam and several other stations. ' Clive,
however, was not shaken by the difficulties of the situation from the
customary firmness of his attitude. Hostilities were commenced by
the Dutch in November, when their ships scized several trading
vessels bearing the English Jag, and the factories of Palta and Raipur
were destroyed. On this Clive ordered Captain Wilson, who acted
as commodore of the English fleet, to engage the enemy immediate-
Iy : a hard-fought action ensued on November the 24th, which ended
in the complete discomfiture of the Dutch and the capture of every
one of their ships.

On the same day the British army under Colone! Forde, who had
arrived opportunely from Vizagapatam and assumed command,
engaged the Datch force from Chinsura at Chandernagore, and drove
them back on-their base with great loss. On the following day
be again gave them battle at Badara and, after half an hour's sharp
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fighting, completely defeated and dispersed them. The loss of the
English was trifling, while that of the Dutch amounted to 520 killed,
300 wounded, and wpwards of 6oo prisoners. ‘The 3rd and 4th
Bengal Native Battalions were engaged in this action.

After these reverses the Dutch were only too eager to come to terms,
and a treaty was shortly agreed on, by which they acknowledged
themselves the aggressors, promised to pay ten lakhs indemnity, and
disavowed the conduct of their fleet ; receiving back in retirn the
ships and prisoners which had been taken by the English.

The close of the year was occupied by Clive in finding fit succes-
sors to himself in the command of the army and in'the post of Gover-
nor of Bengal, with a view to his own departure for England : for the
former post he chose Major Caillaud and for the latter Mr. Vansittart,
both of the Madras service. He also gave his attention to obtaining
recruits  for the Bengal European Battalion, and to raising the
strength of the five Native battalions to 1,000 men each; the comple-
ment.of officers allowed to each of these battalions was one Captain,
one Lieutenant and one Ensign, with four European non-comimis~
sioned officers.  Finally. he organised an expedition under Major
Caillaud against the Shahzada, who was again threatening the
Northern Provinces, and accompanied it in person as far as Murshid-
abad. This done, he took his departure from India on the 2sth of
February, 1760,

Major Caillaud's force, with the troops of Mir Jafar Khan under
the command of Miran, Jeft Murshidabad on the 18th January, 1760,
on their way to Patna. But news now reached them which consider-
ably altered the aspect of affairs and the position of the Shahzada
himself. The old Emperor was put to death at the end of 1759 by
his minister Umed-ul-Mulk (Ghazi-u-din), who forthwith proclaimed
a younger son, under the title of Shah Jahan Sani, as Emperor.  On
this news reaching the Shahzada he immediately assumed the em-
blems of royalty, caused himself to be proclaimed emperor under the
name of Shah Alam, and demanded acknowledgment of his tille
from all rulers of provinces. As the eidest son of the late emperor

{ and the rightful heir, numbers flocked to support him, and he became

a much more powerful enemy than when merely an outlawed and
needy adventurer. These facts did not, however, alter the determina-
tion of the English and Mir Jafar, who, having for years regarded the
sovereignty of Delhi as an empty name, were pot inclined to suffer
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former expedition, however, Shah Alam arrived at Patna before the
English army, but, although Ram Narayan, less successful than on
the pravious occagion, was completely defeated,® the emperor neglected

ta follow up Lis victory, and was found by Major Cailland still |

investing Fatna. In the action which ensued (Sirpur, 22nd February,
1760) the emperor’s army was completely broken and dispersed, a
result 10 which the steady firing and determined bayouet charge of
the sepoy batialions largely coniributed,

Bat the obstinacy and indolence of Miran wasted the advantages

~ which might have been the result of this victory : until the 2gth of

February he refused to move from Patna, and was only induced to
some show of energy by the news that the emperor, having recovered
from bis reverse, was marching boldly on Burdwan. For a whole
month the allied forces of Major Caillaud and the young Nawab pro-
secuted a stern chase after the emperor through a difficult and almost
unknown country ; and it was only by the extraordinary indecision of
the latter that they were finally enabled to come up with him. Mean-
while the news of the emperor’s advance on Burdwan had thrown Mir
Jafar and the authorities at Calcotia into the greatest alarm, which
was not decreased by the appearance of a Mahratta force. threatening
the capital from the direction of Midnapore. While endeavouring to
make terms for himself with the emperor, Mir Jafar marched with his
whole force towards Burdwan, whither a part of his army, assisted by
300 of the Company’s troops under Captain Speir, had already been
sent ; on the 23rd of March this force was augmented by Capiain
Fischer with 500 more men, while the two battalions of sepoys from
the Northern Circars under Captain MacLean were advancing through
Midnapore to effect a junction with the army. On the st of April
Shah Alam was within a few miles of the Nawab’s camp, but hesitated
to attack him, and on the 4th the Nawab was joined by his son and
Major Cailland. Still the emperor refused to give battle, which
Major Caillaud, being without cavalry was unable to force on him,
and the apathy of the Nawab, ouly equalled by that of the enemy,

*1n this action, which was fought at Masimpur on the gth February, 1760, the
British detachment which had been leftat Patva by Clive was almost annihilated,
The only officer who survivad was the Surgeon, William Fullarton, who waa alzo,
some years later, the sole survivor of the atrocious Patna massacre.—P.

its encroachments quietly. This being so, the force hastened on to |
“the support of their frontier ally, the Rajah of Patna, Asin the
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5"l denied the British commander assistance. At length Shah Alam
entirely abandoning the object of his march, returned by the ronte
he had come and hastened against Patna. A7
{  The garrison of that place was in a precarious condition; the
| defences were weak and the force behind them consisted of only
' Ram Narayan’s troops, with a small detachment of sepoys and no
(officer but Dr. Fullarton. The emperor's army was joined at Bilwar ®
|by Monsieur Law and a small force of French, whence the whole
| proceeded to invést Patna. The defence was a most gallant one,
but the little garrison was all but at its last stand when it was
relieved on the 28th of April by a detachment under Captain Knox, of
which the 15t Native Battalion from the Northern Circars formed
a part. '

On the following day a sally by Knox compelled the emperor to
retire, and drove his army back to Gaya Manpur ; while a fortnight
later a large force under the Nawab of Purnea, who was marching to
join the emperor, was encountered and complctely dispersed by the
" | English—an engagement (Birpur, 16th June, 1760) in which the 1st
Native Battalion greatly distingnished itself.

‘Major Caillaud joined the foree at Patna within a few days, but,

i after chasing the Nawab of Purnea into the district of Bettiah, ™ again *
| left for Calcutta on the 31st August, haying beeny summoned to meel
! Mr. Vansittart, the new Governor, One of the first of his acts on
wo troops of . . -
Gtive Cav- | Teturn to head-quarters was to erndeavour (0 raise some cavalry, the
%':'n"gn:du' A want of which he had felt so much during his past campaign. With
i j this view he caused two troops of Furopean dragoons and ‘one of
| hussars to be raised from the European infantry ; while a short time
:I previously he had succeeded in raising two rissalabs of cavalry, called
' the Mogha! Horse, composed of, and officered entirely by, Natives,
| who provided their own horses, arms and accoutrements, and received
E

:

Rs, 50 a month pay.

The greater part of the autamn was occupied in settling the inter-
nal affairs of Bengal which had been thrown into confusion by the
misgovernment of Mir Jafar: to this end Mir Muhammad Kasim Ali
Khan, his son-in-law, was appointed the Nawab’s deputy, and invested

o]

# [t was during this expedition that Miran, the son of Mir Jafar and the oom-
mander of his forces, was struck dead by lightning, 3rd July, 1760—three years, to
| the day, after he had procured the murder of Simj-ud-Davlah.—P,
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with the administration, while MirJafar himself was removed: from

Murshidabad to Calcutts, and retained there under British: protection.

In November, Lieutenant-Colone] Caillaud was appointed to com-
mand the Madras Army, and Major Carnac' arrived in Caloutta to
relieve him  he remuined, however, for some time longer in Bengal.

The last two months of the year were occupied in settling the |
provinces of Midnapore, Burdwan, Birbhum and Monghyr, ail of |
- which had Been disturbed by the emperor's invasion and the: subse-
quent changes of Government, In the attack o, and defeat of, the
rebellious Rajah of Kharakpur, near Monghyr, a detachment of sepoys
showed great gallantry, carrving the rajah’s positions and dispersing

- the enemy at the point of the bayonet.

At the beginning of 1761, Major Carnac assumed command of the 1758
Bengal Army, and immediately resumed hostilities against the. Em-
peror Shah Alam : the latter had profited by his leng rest, and had
considerably increased his influence and strength ; his head-quarters

| were ‘established at Bihar, and towards that place Carnac marched in

. the first days of January. The emperor met him at Suan, about three

. kos west of Bihar, on the 15th of the month, and was defeated and his

_army dispersed.  The English, following up the flying enemy, came in

. contact with Monsieur Law and his party, who were endeavouring to

cover theretreat ; these after some resistance were thrown into disorder

and Law, with about 14 officers and 50 men, surrendered,

The English continued afarassing pursuit of Shah Alam until the
29th of January, when the latter, finding his followers deserting him
- and his position daily becoming more precarious, opened negotiations
E with Carnac, and all hostilities ceased.

It had by this time become apparent that the Bengal Army was
insufficient to meet the increasing demands on its services, Accord-
ingly two more battalions of sepoys were raised, one at Patna by
Captain Stibbert and one at Chittagong by Lieutenant Mathews.
They were numbered, Tespectively, the 6th and 7th Battalions; the |esn and sth
former became the 1st Battalion of the 8th*® in 1796, and the latter, ,';':,}."':al,:i‘"

after most distinguished service, was disbanded for mutiny in 1784.

The total strength in Bengal now amonnted to 200 British and 200 |
Native cavalry, 200 artillery, and goo British and 8,400 Native in-
fantry, including locai companies,

® Having been stationed at Jellasore for some time this battalion agquired the
designation of Fallasur-ki-palian,—P,

C
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In April, 1761, Captain Champion, who had been left with a de-
{ | tachment at Gaya, attacked and defeated Kamgar Khan, Nawab of
Jf Tirhut, who had formerly been Shah Alam’s chief adviser.
Two months later, the emperor determined to make an effort t0
i seize the throne of Delhi, and set out for this purpose, escorted 1o the
| frontier in great state by a British force.
lane! Cocte, In Apnl Lieatenant-Colonel Coote arsived in Bengal, and assumed
Chief. the post of Commander-in-Chief; he. shortly afterwards proceeded o
. Patna to take command of the army in the field, but such were the
. | disputes which immediately arose between him and the new Nawab,
| Mir Muhammad Kasim, that both he and Camac were recalled 10
| Calcutta by the Governor, leaving at Patna, under Captain Carstairs
| a detachment consisting of one company of artillery, four compames
| of the European Battalion, and the znd and grd Native Battalions.
wor. | Nor were matters improved during the remainder of 1761 orin the
following year: several changes ocourred in the Council, and the
| party which had the ascendancy in all matters were men who-at
every turn increased the growing hostility of the Nawab to the English.
163 Thaus, affairs went from bad to worse, until in June, 1763 it was
evident to all parties that a crisis was at hand.

At this time the army of Mir Muhammad Kasim was in a state of
| efficiency and discipline very different irom the disorganised rabble of
| his predecessors. The cavalry were well organised and mounted ; the
| infantyy, divided into najibs ond selifigas, of whom the latter were
| modelled on the pattern of the Bengal sepoys, were excellently
| equipped and armed ; and the artillery, also organised on the Euro-
| pean model, was in no way inferior to that of the English, as far at

} | 1east as their weapons and ammunition were concerned,
Ralsing of the In the Bengal Army, on the other hand, various changes were intro-
8th, gth, 1wth, P y
B Yaa ey | duced, as a collision with the Nawab became more and moie a
&“,.‘,{" Batts: | - oorer of the immediate future.  During 1762, the independent com-
' panies at Burdwan were increased to a battalion, whose number in
- order of raising was the 8th, but which . was always known as the
2360-63, Burdwan-ti-palfen. Farly in 1763 a second Burdwan Battalion, the
oth, was raised, commonly known as the Chota Burdwan-ki-paltan.
These two corps were commanded, respectively, by Captains MacLean
and Smith, and became, in 1796, the fret battalions of the 1st'and
oth Regiments. The indcpendent companies at Midnapore were also
| formed into a battalion (the 1oth,—afterwards the 1st battalion of the

T Sy
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was raised at Chittagong by Lieutenant Lewis Brown; and about
April, 1763; a 12th Battalion was raised at Caleutta, the command
of which was at a later period given to Captain john Trevanion j
this in 1796 became the 2nd Battalion of the 7th Regiment.}

These additions to the army raised the total force in Bengal to
about 1,500 Europeans and 10,000 Natives ; of these, four companies of
British Infantry, 220 in all, and one of artillery, 40 strong, with the znd,
‘3rd and 5th Native battalions, 2,500, were at Patna, under the com-
‘mand of Captain Carstairs ; at Burdwan were two Native battalions;
in Midnapore three companies ¢f Eutopeans, some artillery, and a
troop of Native cavalry; at Chiftagong two Native battalions; and
the remainder of the force at the Presidency.

" In accordance with the expectations of all concerned, hostilities
between Nawab Mir Muhammad Kasim and the English began
towards the end of June 1763. On the 24th of that month, Mr,
Ellis, the Agent at Patna, hearing that reinforcements of the Nawab’s

- troops were coming from Monghyr to strengthen the garrison of the

former - place, determined to seize the city before their arrival. The
plan was carried into exeeution in the early morning of the follow-
ing day, but the victors did not even complete their success to the
extent of possessing themselves of the citadel, and gave themselves
up to unbridied license and plunder. Withiu a fewthoars the Na-
wab's troops arrived from Monghyr, and, after a very short resist- |
ance, completely tnrned the tables on the British force, which
retreated in confusion to the factory. The loss in the taking of the
place was as follows :—Kkilled, four officers and 8 other Huropeans :
weunded, 5 officers; 10 Enropean soldiers, and 100 sepoys. Finding
himself hard-pressed, Mr. Ellis attempted to retreat into Oudh, but
after a harassing march of two days the force was completely sur-
rounded by the enemy and the whole either killed or taken prisoners ;
all the Europeans who were taken prisoners were carried to Patna
and there massacred three months later, with the exception of Dr.
Fullarton, who was spared, and of four sergeants who escaped.

& From a vorruption of this officer’s name this battalion acquired the pare of
Soolteen-ki-paltan.—P,
: t At one time .klmwn in the Native Army as Teerbanis-ki-palizn; at a later
period, however, it was called Dxgal-ki-palian, from Captain Duffiald, who com- |
manded it for some years,—P,
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/] Captain Carstairs was Killed at Manji, where the force made their
fast stand (xst July, 1763). i
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| War was declared at Calcutta against Mir Muhammad Kasim on
{ the »th of July, and Mir Jafar Khan was restored to powet and pro-
| claimed Subadar of Bengal ; but before the main artny under Major
;Adams"" conld move from the Presidency, the Nawab had reached
Kasimbazar, the factry at which place he attacked and captured
without difficulty. ' }
On July the 17th, a briiliant combat was fought by a detach-
ment composed of ' the znd Burdwan Battalion; who were escorting
treasure and supplies from Burdwan for the main army. Near the
Adji river the battalion, under Lieutenant Glenn, was attacked by
overwhelming forces of the enemy, who, encouraged by the hopes
of rich plunder, returned again and again to the onslaught, but were
| Rnally driven off with enormous loss; and Glenn, with his convoy,
reached Katwa the same évening. Here he found the fort defended by
a weak and dispirited detachment of the enemy ; notwithstanding his
previous hard work, he boldly attacked the place, which, after a feeble
resistance, was evacuated. Glenn, with his little force, joined the main
army, under Major Adams, on the following day. o
On the roth of July, the first general engagement took place between
| Major Adams’ force and the' army of the Nawab under Muham-
' mad Takki Khan opposite Katwa and close to the field of Plassey.
The English gained 2 complete. victory, thongh with: considerable
loss, and, following up their success on die 23rd, marched to Murshid-
abad, which was abandoned by the encmy after the loss of the outly-
ing intrenchments at Motijhil. .
On the 25th, Jafar Khan made a triuraphant eniry into the gity, and
j |00k his seat on the masnad. '
5'&:;‘?:-5.“:;‘.3‘ Onthe 2nd of Augnst, Major Adams’ army was again in the pre-
{nust, 1763, | sence of the enemy, who were drawn up on the plains of Gheriah to
| the number of nearly 40,000 men, of whom 12,00 were cavalry = con-
| fident in their own strength, the enemy advanced to the attack, and in
| the battle which ensued the British position was scveral times in dan-
| ger, but the steadiness and gallantry of the English and Native iu-
lfar.try at length bore down all opposition, and after a hard-fought
la.c!:ion Adams remained master of the field, having gained a. brilliant
|

s Major Thomas Adams, His Majesty’s Sith Regiment.~P.
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», ¥ictory and .captured the whole of the enemy’s artiliery (seventeen
uns) and large quantities of stores. Among the killed on this occa-
sion were Lieuienant Kaylor, of the Artillery, and the gallant Licuten-
ant Glenn abovesmentioned.
On the sth of August, Major Adams resumed his march, and on
- the ‘11th encamped nearly -parallel to the enemy’s fortified lines at
Udwah-nala, The latter positioh was a very strong one, and it was
not until September the sth that the assault was attenipted. At day-

‘break on that day the place was carried with but small loss on our |The
side, though it included Captain John Broadbreok * who had for .

many years commanded the 1st Battalion of Sepoys, The enemy
fied to Monghyr, which place was invested by Major Adams and sur-
tendered to him on the z2nd of October.

The fall of Monghyr was the death-knell of the unfortunate persons
swhom the Nawab had captured in their retreat from Patna at the begin-
ning of the war. Hitherto Mir Mubammad Kasim bhad been content
to keep them as hostages, and near his own person; now, overcome
‘with blind fury, he ordered their execution, which was carried ont in
the most brutal manner on the sth of October.

Meanwhile Adams advanced on Patna and commenced the siege

on the 28th of October, the Nawab having fled at his approach and |
 established himself at the village of Bakrim, about twenty miles dis- | ¥

tant. Seven days were occupied in breaching the defences, and on the
6th of November the place was carried by assault after a stubborn
Tesistance on the part of the garrison, and with considerable loss to the
British force. Major Irving, a very gallant officer, who had recently
_been transferred to the Company's service from the 84th Foot, was
mortally wounded in the assault.
Major Adems, with his victorious army, continued to pursue Mir
. Muhammad Kasim until early in December, when he took refuge with
the Nawab of Ondh. The campaign was thus brought to a successful
termination, the whole of Bengal and Bihar having been reduced in
the short space of four months, four strong positions captared by
agsault, and the enemy, with vastly superior numbers, defeated in two
‘hard-fought battles.

# There appears to have been considerable doubt as to what this officer’s pame
really wasy—see Broome, 204, When he was in the 30th he appeared in the War
Office Army List a5 “ John Bradbridge.”—P, )
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S e commander, Major Adams, who had thus so well performed
the work assigned him by the Government, returned to Calcutta with
the intention of proceeding to England. But his health, which was
completely shattered by the fatigues and exposure of the past months,
gave way as he was about 10 embark, and he died in Calcuita on the
16th of January, 1764, deeply regretied by the army and the Govern-
ment, .
i of The past year had seen  great increase in the Native army of
ebatth | Bengal. Desidesthe battalions, from the 3th to the 12th, raised early
vthessst. | i, the year, several additions had been made during the autnmn cam:
paign. In August, the 13th and 14th Battalions were raised at Kasim-
bazar and Calcutta, respectively, by Captain Robert Campbell and
Captain Gilbert Ironside ; these became in 1796 the 1st Battalions of
the grd and gth, respectively.® In October was raised the 15th Battas
lion by Captain John White at Monghyr, which afterwards became the
1st Battalion of the 12th, or Hote-ki-pallen (a corruption of White),
The 16th was forned in Midnapur in October, and the command sub-
sequently given to Captain Hampton; it becme the 2nd Battalion of
the 1stin 17964 About the same time, another corps, the 17th, was,
_ raised at Burdwan by Captain Witchcot, which afterwards became the
64 1st Battalion of the 4th.y The commencement of 1764 saw yet
further additions to the army. In Janmary, on the removal of the 13th
Pattalion from Murshidabad, another corps was raised there by
Captain Goddard; this was the 18th (afterwards the st Battalion of
the 7th, or Gaurud-ki-palfan): while the warlike rumours which
reached Calcutta two months later, relative to the movements of the
Nawab of Oudh aid the Emperor, in support of Mir Muohammad
Kasim, caused orders to be issued in March for the raising of two.
more corps, the 19th and 2oth Battalions, the former at Murshidabad
by Captain Dow (afterwards the st Bartalion of the rith,—Dao-ki=
paitan). the other at Jellasore by Captain Scotland (afterwards the -
15t Battalion of the 1oth,-——E.rmﬂm-k:’-pa!.e‘an). Fina.lly, at the end
of the same month, the z1st Batialion was raised at Patna by Captain

R R

® The Native names of these corps were Gcwau—ki-palsan{ﬂeqivgd_i_rpm Captain
Clotworthy Gowan) and Ranseei-i-paltan (a coreuption of ronside}.—P. '

4 Basiwn-ki-palian,—from Captain Robert Blane, who was appointed to the
command about 1773.—~P. !

% Crawford-ti-palian,—irom Caplain james Craaford (senior), 2ppointed tothe
comimand in 1768, —P. i
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jamas Morgan: this corps, after a very dlsungmshed career of service
as Morga#-k;-ﬁa!fm, was incorporated with the 1oth Bengal Native
Infantry in 1796.

In the same month attention was paid to the provision of an
efficient cavalry force for the army, The three weak and expensive
iroops-of European cavalry were formed into one troop of serviceable
strength, and, after a good deal of discussion, the irregular Moghal
Horse was increased to 1,200 men. eich rissalla® under Native
officers, with a few Europeans attached to the whole. The Council
at Calcuita had been desirous of forming a budy of regular Native
cavalry on the European systein, but was dissnaded by Major Carnac,
who declared that ** the Moguls, who are the only good horsemen in
the country, can never be brought to submit to the ill-treaiment they
receive from gentlemen wholly unacquainted with their language and
cugtoms.”

In the following month, April, 1764, the eighteen existing battalions
(the 2nd, 3rd and 5th having been destroyed at Pama in the preced-
ing year), which had previously taken rank according to the dates of
theiz captains’ commissions, vere definitely numbered according to
the rank of their iben captaing.

The following list gives the names of the commanding officers in
their order, with the original numbers of the battalions according to
the dates of their raising : —

Order | . : Order

of raising of raising,
X, Captaln Giles Stibbett |, 6 10. Captain Gilbert Ironside | 14
8, o Lachlan MacLean . 8 ir. »  James Morgan ., 2y
3. 3 Hugh Grant Lk 12. H John White . 13
4 3 Rabert Campbell | 13 13 o5 Archibald Swintonto
5. A Thomas Witcheot , 17 14+ i Samuel Hampton 16
0. w o John Trevanion | 12 15- »  John Stables ', 7
7. w  Lewis Brown L1 16. »  James Scotland . 20
] i William Smith Sl 17- i Thomnas Goddard , 18
e 3 Primrose Galliez , 1 18, n Alexinder Dow ., 10

At this périod the establishment of a battalion consisted of thres !
British officers, a Native commandant, and a Native adjutant. There |
were ten companies (two of which were grenadiers), with each of|
which was a subadar and three jemadars : each company had a stand |
of colours attached t0 it, of the same colour as the men’s facings, in |
. the centre of which was the subadar’s device, suchas a sabre, a dagger,
or a crescent: the grenadier companies bore the British Union, in
. the upper corner, as a distinction. The dress of battalions and the'|
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colour of their facings were at this time regulated by commanding
officers, but when once fixed, could not be altered without ‘permission
from the Poard : thus, the Morgan Battalion when first raised had white
facings, white furbans with red ends, and white kemariands with a red
cross ; its colours were the flag of St. George. It would seem from this
description that the head-dress of the men resembled to some;extent &
Mative pagrt. :
The beginning of 1764 found the greater partof the army in camp
at Sarwant on the Dargauti, near the then boundary of the dominions -
of the Nawab-Wazir of Oudh, the various ‘provincial posts being ‘held
by the niew battalions which were just ift process of being raised.
L e On his departare to Calcutta, Major Adams handed over the com-
fstiay i the | mand of the army to Major Knox ; but that officer was himself insuch
Eil a bad state of health that he had in turn to resign the command 0
f Captain Jennings, and followed Major Adams to the FPresidency,
| where he too died soon afterwards. Captain Tennings found the
command to which he had temporaily succeeded a task of great diffi-
culty and danger. The late Nawab, Mir Muhammad Kasim, from the
' ' security of Ondh, occupied himself in tampering, by the aid of his
| enmssaries, with the fidelity of the British troops, Furopean and Native,
especially with the French and Germans, who composed a large
proportion of the former, Disaffection gradually spread throughout
!'the army, until in February, 1764, the Europeans broke out into open
mutiny, and 160 of them deserted and marched to Allababad, wheic
they took service in various native armies. The example of mutiy
07 was followed by the Native corps on the 1 3th of February, and the
| | danger was only avoided by the tact and coolness of Captain Jen-
| nings. However, ranquillity was shortly restored by the distributign of
a money donation presented by the Nawab Mir Jafar Khan, and the
commanding officer, deeming it advisable to keep the men employed,
broke up the camp at Sarwant and marched to Sasaram, and thence
on the sth of March to Hariharganj. Here on the following day
Major Carnac and Major Champion joined the army, and the former
I assumed command,
oo Meanwhile Mir Muhammad Kasim, after his expnlsion from Ben-
ad May, 17%64. | gal, had joined the Nawab of Oudh (Shuja-ud-Danlah) and the
| Emperor Shah Alam at Allahabad, and their allied forces were now
l‘ marching towards Benares with the intention of reducing Bihar.
| Accordingly, on March 13th-—~17th, Major Carnac marched to Bugar,
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where he took upand strengthened a defensive position.  Want of !
supplies, however, compelled him to retire again to Patna in April; !
and here the Englich force was attacked by the whole steength of the | |
enemy on the 3rd of May. The battle was stubbornly contested, but |
the snperior numbers of the enemy could make no impression on the
steady ranks of the British and sepoys, and the assailants were com- 1
pelled to retire, baving suffered very heavy loss,  Unfortunately Major i
Carnac stopped all pursuit, so that the victory was not as decisive as sl
itmight otherwise have become ; and the enemy, retiring unmolested E
took up a position at Buxar at the end of the month. Major Carnac, :
in his despatch to the Council, reporting this battle, remarks—* I {
cannot say too much of the good behaviour of the army in general,
and in *particular of the sepoys, who sustained the brunt of the
attack,”

On the retreat of Shuja-ud-Daunlah a detachment under Major
Cnampson drossed the Ganges, wasted the| Ghazipur district, and
~advanced as far as the banks of the Ghagra, when the approach of the ]

- monsoon compelled them to return, Meanwhile Major Carnac con- | e
N tinued 10 pursue an inactive and dilatory course, notwithstanding
" repeated orders from the Council that he should take more forward
easures. At length, onthe 28th of June, letters arrived from the
Court of Directors ordering his dismissal from the service, in conse-
quence of disagreements with Mr, Vansittart, the Governor, in the
previous year, and he was succeeded in the command by Major
Munro,® who arrived on the x3th of Angust. The long period of
imaetion had been most prejudicial to the discipline of the troops, and | Mutisy, ofthe
a spirit of disaffection was sife amongst the sepoys; this developed

into open mutiny in the case of the oth Battalion (Gillis-ki-paitan)
on the 8th of September. The whole of the mutineers were captured
by the Marinest and Trevanion's battalion on the 11ih of that month,
‘and Munro, thinking an example necessary, ordered twenty-four of
the ting-leaders to be tried by drum-head general court-martial.

® Major Hector Muuro, of His Majesty’s Soth Regiment (Gordon Highlanders).
Afterwards General Sir Hector Munro, K.5.; Commander-in-Chief in Madras, and |
Colonel of the 42nd Regiment (Royal Highlanders.) Died on the 26th December, |
1805,—P.
# % Captain Maurice Wemyss’ company of the Marines, which had been landed |
. from the squadron when the mutinies of March, 1764, occurred, and afterwards sent
Jup the country to join the army in the field.—P. !

19466 %
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These were sentanced to death and were blown away from the guns,
the grenadiers amongst the condemned claiming (according to
Captain Williams) to be tied to the guns on the right, as the right
had been their place in action. ' .
Major Munro now made preparations for prosecuting the cam-
paign against the Nawab-Wazir of Oudh and Mir Muhammad Kdsim,
and, assuming the offensive, marched from Bankipore on the gth of
October. His force consisted of goo Europeans of all arms * and
cight batizlions of Native infantry, selected for their efficiency ; these
were the tst, znd, 3rd, 6th, 8th, nith, r3th, and r5th; and in ad-
dition 1,000 Moghal horse. Besides the above, Captain Goddard,
with the 17th Battalion, was sent on an expedition against: Rhotas-
garh, which place he occupied without resistance. |
Major Munro’s force met the enemy ina skirmish at Kalwarghat,
on the batiks of the Son; on the toth, and again in a severe cavalry
affair near the Bunas Nala on’ the r3th of October; where our: loss
was 14 Europeans and 60 of the Moghal horse killed and wounded.
On October the z3rd a pitched battle was fought at Busar, when the
sepoy troops behaved with the greatest gallantry, and steadily repelled
the furious charges of the enemy’s cavairy. Atlength Manro exdered
a general advance of his line, when, after a faint resistance, the
whole of the enemy’s force broke upand fled in disorder; the Nawab
Shuja-ud-Daulah, having retreated across the Torah Nala, destroyed
the bridge by which he had crossed, and the remrants of his retreat-
ing army, finding the bridge broken, threw themselves into the
stream, where thousands were drowned or suffocated in the mud in
their attempts to cross:  The loss of the British force amounted to
825 killed and wounded, of whom 20§ sepoys were: killed, 414
wounded, and 58 missing. The Moghal horse, 1,000 strong; lest 45
killed and 22 wounded.f The only officers who were killed were
Licutenant Francis' Spilsbury of the 96th Foot, and Ensign Richard
Thompson of the Bengal European Battalion. In 1829 the surviving

# The European infantry was composed of the Bengal European Battalion, two
weak companies of the Bombay European Battalionm, and small detachments of
Marines and of His Majesty's 84th, 8gth and ¢6th Regiments,—t.

+ The losses of the British Army at the battle of Buxar are somewhat difiecently
stated in Broome’s History and other publications. The fizures given in the text are
takes from Major Munro’s official return, published in the Lowdsit Gasette of the
15th june, 1765.—P. ?
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inseribe * Buxar ” on their colours, :

It may heie be mentioned that on the day before the battie of
Buxar Mir Mohammad Ka¢im, robbed and deserted by his imme-
Jiate followers, was igncminiously driven from the camp of his so-
called ally, Shuja-ud-Daulah. He escaped into Rohilkhand, and
sventually, after experiencing many vicissitudes of fortune, died, in
pxtreme indigence, at Delhi, in 1777,

. On the 24th, Major Sir Robert Fletcher joined the army with re-

nforcements, including the roth (Ironside’s) Battalion, and on his |

wrival Major Champion was sent to the Midnapore frontier, which
was threatened by the Mahrattas, taking with him two recently formed
:ompanies of the European battalion, a detail of artillery, and two
Jattalions (the 14th and 16th) of Native infantry.
| The whole army crossed the Ganges on the 27th of October, and
sn the 8th November advanced to Benares, from which place a
ansom of four lakhs of rupees was exacted. Meanwhile the
Amperor Shah Alam had been making overtures to the English,
epresenting himself as merely a state prisoner in the hands of Shuja-
«d-Daulah; eventually he came to the English camp, and ' pitched
s own close to it for secusity.  Authority having been received from
e Council, measures were taken for his protection, and a treaty was
gned. The following curious order was published on this oc-|
usion i—% Such of the Officers as will be off Duty to-morrow, who |
100se to wait on the King and wish him Joy of being put in Pos- |
gssion of Sujah-ud-Dowlak’s Country by the English, are desired 1o
rieet at the Head-Quarters at g o'clock to-morrow Morning ; it is
2cessary to acquaint them that it is customary to make him 2 salam
2 the occasion, and the least that should be given by a Captain is
ve gold Mohurs and three by a Subaliern.”

- Two more companies of Eurepeans from Patna re-inforced the
my, and an expedition was despatched under Major Pemble to lay
ege to the fort of Chunar: this detachment consisted of the Euro-
:an grenadiers, three batialions of sepoys, the company of pioneers, |
_company of cadets, and soartillery-men. Two assaults were made |
A the foriréss on the znd and sth of December, but, although the 5
sbaviour of the troops was excellent, both attacks were repulsed with

58, Onthe sth of December, the detachment was recailed, and
2jor Munio fell back on Benares;, where he took up a position |
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covering the city, The remainder of December was passed in un-
availing negotiations with Shuja-ud-Daulah. i :
‘Farly in January Major Munro left the army to proceed to Eng-
Jand, and Major Carnac, having been re-instated in the army with the
rank of Brigadier-General, was appointed to succeed him ; meantime
the comtand temporarily devolved on Major Sir Robert Fletcher,
In the same month the Nawab Mir Jafar Khan dicd, and his eldest
surviving son, Najm-ud-Daulah, was appointed his successor by the
Government at Caleutta, in supersession of the direct heir, who was
a child of Miran, Mir Jafar's eldest son. 2
On the 14th January, Sir Robert Fletcher recommenced active
operations against Shuja-ud-Daulah, and advanced towards Allah-
| abad, driving the enemy’s army before him. Meanwhile he sent Majo
Stibbert to command at Benares, with instructions to again attemp
the capture of Chunar ; this fortress surrendered on the 8th of Febiu
ary, and on the 1ith Allahabad was surrendered to Sir Rober
Fletcher after a feeble resistance, L
Brigadier-General Carnac artived in camp at Chunar on the 13t
of February and assumed command of the Field Force, which wa:
at this time divided as follows :— ;

Main force at Allahabad, under Sir Roberi Flefcher.

14 companies of European infantry (about 700).
t company of artillery, '
1 company of European pioneers (6o men).

1 troop of European cavalry (6o man),
4 squardrons of Moghal horsa (8oc men).
| 8 battalions of sepoyss

Brigade at Benares and Chunar, under Major Stebbert.

6 companias of European infantry (300 men),

1 company of artillery (a large proportion of lascars).
A detail of pioneers.

2 squadrons of Moghal horse (400 men),

6 battalions of sepoys. :

On joining the army Brigadier-General Carnac’issued orders for i
concentration of the whole force at Allahabad, with the exception !
two Native battalions loft to garrison Benares and Chunar. On tl
junction being effected, one Native battalion was left to gartisc
Allahabad, and 2 small brigade was left near that piace under £
| Robert Fletcher, while Carnac and the main army-advanced in
| Oudh, occupied the principal towns, collected revenue, and final
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pushed onwith all the cavalry and one sepoy battahon 10 Fyzahad
the old capital, where be remained during the greater part.of April,
regulating the affairs of the province and receiving the submission of
the various chicfs and zemindars, Meanwhile Shuja-ud-Daulah had
‘gained the support of the Mahrattas, and was preparing for an advance
from Rohilkhand upon the Lower Doab. General Carnac: re-united
his army at Sujapur, in the Doab, on the 2nd of May, and on the 3rd
met the enemy near Korah, where a skirmish with the Mahraita horse
took place; resulting in the flight of the latier, Onthe t1th of May, .
a detachment under Major Stibbert was despatched with orders to L
reduce the Khairabad district, which duty sas successfully accom- ;
,plished, and Stibbert cantoned his force at Lucknow during the rains.
Meanwhile the Mahrattas, who had retired across the Jumna after the
affair at Korah, re-entered the Doab and advanced close up to the
British camp at Jajmanu : on the 16th of May the force advanced to
aitack them, and on the 2oth encamped on the bank of the Jumna,
opposite to Kalpi, in the neighbourhood of which place the enemy |Battle at
had taken up a position. On the 22nd a strong detachment, under | sad ,‘;:5‘;’

8ir Robert Fletcher, crossed the river, and attacked the enemy; an
 action ensued; which after an hour resulted in the complete defeat
- and dispersion of the Mahrattas, who made the best of their way
towards Gwalior. The Doab was thus freed from any immediate
Jrospect. of attack, and the army retumed to Allahabad, where it
urived on the 25th of June.

General  Carnac - returmed in advance of the army, to prosecute
negotistions with Shuja-ud-Daulah and the Emperor, The former,
finding the Mahrattas unreliable and the Rohillas very lukewarm in
supporting him, had earlyin May sought to arrange terms with the
English ; in this he had been so. far successful that he now joined
General Carnac, and, under the auspices of the latter, a reconciliation
took place between him and the Emperor at.the end of June, when
all three proceeded to Allahabad, and afterwards to Benares, there to |
await the arrival of Lord Clive from Calcutta.

Clive had been appointed Governor and Commander-in-Chief 'Tteatlu with
and bad arrived in Calcutta in May : the business of the civil ac- md ;E‘nﬂi"‘:‘;
ministration had, however, detained him at the Presidency, and it was | Punish
not until Avgust the 1st that ke joined General Carnac at Benares.
Thence a few days later they proceeded to Allahabad, where the con-
ditions of the treaties between the Company, the Emperor, and J

>
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Shuja-ud-Daulah were agreed on. These were in the main the res-
tration of all his pussessions to the Nawab-Wazir with the exception
of Chunar, which was retained by the English, and the provinces of
Korah and Allahabad, which were ceded to the Emperor, a British
force being stationed at Allahabad for the protection of the Emperor ;
while on the British side the most important item of the freaty was
the grant to the Company, by the Emperor, of the Dewani of Bengal,
Bihar, and Orissa.

T.ord Clive had, immediately on his arrival, turned his attention to
the army, an exiensive re-distribution and re-organisation of which
wasnow arranged.

Towards the end of the previous year another battalion of Bengal
infantry had been raised at Calcutta under Caplain Douglas Hill, so
that fhere were at this time nineteen battalions in existence. - Accord-
ing to Clive’s organisation, the army was 10 be divided into three
brigades of similar strength and composition, namely,—one company
of artillery, one regiment of European infantry (for which purpose
the Bengal European Regiment was now re-organised as three dis-
tinct regiments or battalions), one rissala/ of Native cavalry, and seven
battalions of sepoys. For this object, the troop of European cavalry
was disbanded, and the men transferred to the infantry and artliery
only a small body-guard for the Governor being retained ; the
Moghal horse was dismissed, with the exception of 300; and twc
more battalions of sepoys were raised. Of these. one was formed al
Allahabad under the superintendence of Colonel Smith, and its com-
mend given to Captain David Scott ; it was raised during the month
of Mohaream, and hence obtained the name of Huwssesni-Ri-palian ;
it was immmbered the zoth Battalion, and posted to the second brigade.
The 215t battalion was raised at Bankipore by Colonel Sir Robert
Barker, whose name it bore. These two corps, in the re-otganisation
of 1796, became, respectively, the 2nd Battalion of the roth and the
2nd Battalion of the r1th Bengal Native Infantry. '

The three brigades were uow formed and stationed as follows :—

First Brigade: Head-Quarters, Monghyr .
Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Robert Fletcher, Commanding the Eri-
gade. :
15t European Regiment, under Major Alexander Champion,

15t Company of Artillery, under Major William Jenmnings,
15t Rissalah of Cavalry, under Lieutenant James Skinner,
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grd
4th
sth
10th
3ath
17th

E1]
"
L1

Native Infantry.
znd Battalion, vader Captain Christian Fischer,

m
”
”
‘1
"
”»

Arthar Achmuty.

. Robert Campbell,

Wm. MacPherson.
Gilbert Ironside,
Benjamin Wilding,
Thomas Goddard,

Second Brigade : Head-Quarters, Allahabad.

Colonel Richard Swith, Commanding the Brigade.

and European Regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel Joseph Peach,
and Company of Artillery, under Captain Ralph Winwood,
2nd Rissalah of Cavalry, under Lieutenant George Bolton Eyres,

7th

Sth

15th
16th
15th

20th

gth
1ith
xath
14th
1gth
215t

The Corps of Engmeers had been fixed by an ,order of October

»
»

”»
3
L
e
»
»

Native Infantry,
1st Battalion, under Captain Arthur Forbes Achmuty,

Lewis Brown.
William Smith,
James Nicol,
James Scotland.
Alexander Dow.
David Scott,

Third Brigade : Head-Quarters, Bankipore.

Colenei Sir Robert Barker, Commanding the Brizade,

drd European Regiment, under Lieutenagt-Colone! Charles Chapman,
ard Company of Artillery, under Captain Nathaniel Kindersley.
ard Rissalah of Cavalry, under Lieutenant John Mair,

»
FE]
”
Fe)
i1
»

£

”»

Native Infaniry.
Gth Battalion, under Captain Vernon Duffield.

s
s
”»
"
"
”

Primrose Galliez,
James Morgan,
John White,
Samuel Hampton,
Douglas Hill,

' 22nd, 1764, at the following establishment :-—

One Chief Engineer, to rank as Captain,

Two Sub-Directors, to rank as Captain-Licutenants,
Four Sub-Engineers, to rank as Lictutenants,

Six Practitioner Engineers, to rank as Ensigns.
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A fourth company of artillery was reserved for duties at Fort
William and the redoubts at Palta and Budge-Budge.
The Native cavalry iwsalahs covsisted of 1 British officer, 1
sergeant-major and 4 sergeants, 4 Native officers, 2 trumpeters,
6 dafadars, and 100 privates. i
The Native infantry establishment was fixed at 1 Captain, 2 Lieu~ "
tenants, 2 Ensigns, 3 sergeants, 3 drummers, a Native commandant,

{ and 40 Native officers, a Native adjutaat, 10 trumpeters, 30 tom-toms

(drummers), 130 non-commissioned officers, and 690 privates. To -
each battalion were attached two 3-pounder field pieces. '
The close of the year saw the enforcement by Lord Clive of a
measure which was destined within a few months to imperil the safety
and indeed the very existence of the Company in India. This
was the abolition of donble field batta, with regard to which orders
had previously been several times received from the Court of Direc-
tors. In the course of the discussion on the subject, two senior
Captains of the Presidency had, by orders of the Council, drawn
up an estimate of such extraordinary monthly expenses as they con-
sidered necessary on field service ; the list of these is curious and
includes the following items i— '

R a .
Madeira wine, 30 bottlesat Ri-8esch © | " . 45/0°
Beer 1 B T & R it $ abpael) B
Arrack 155 TR e e (e 4 A
* P
7t 4

The above monthly allowance is headed as “ mecessary for a

Captain during a campaign.” g

However, notwithstanding all protests, the Court was determined,
and, in December, 1765, orders were issued by Clive that at the '
Presidency or in its immediate neighbourhood troops in garrison; ¢
should receive no batta; in cantonments balf batta; in the field
single batta; but that beyond the Karamnasa river troops in the
field should receive double, and in cantonments single, batta.

These arrang erents came igto force in Jannary, I 766, without any
apparent demur on the part of the officers; and Clive, congratulat:
ing himself on the' peaceable operation of his measures, turned his
attention to anothg! matter deeply concerning the officers of the
Company’s service. Lhis was the disposition of a legacy of five
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lakhs of rupees bequeathed to him personally by the late Nawab
Jafar Kban. Although nothing in the covenants lately framed by
the Court of Directors prohibited the acceptance of such a legacy,
 yet Lord Clive deterinined not to appropriate the money to his own
' usa, but to apply it to the formation of an invalid pension fund for
. the Company’s military servants. On being informed of his inten-
. tions, the Council expressed their  lively sense of his generous
and well-placed donation,” and, after preliminary ‘reference to the |
Counrt of Directors, an indenture was eventually drawn up, by the | b
| terms of which Lord Clive hands over in frust to the Company the Lkl
sum of “ three lakhs of rupees, R50,000 in money, R50,000 in | [t
jewels and one lakh in gold moburs, in all five lakhs of fupees ... . ° Vol
of the value of £62,833-6-3,” the interest of which is to be paid |
yearly for the benefit of the Company’s military servants and their |
families. |
While Lord Clive was thus occupied in promoting the interests | Combination
| and welfare of the service, the officers of the Company’s army were igas:‘ham’:nlls:
. busy with secret preparations for a movement which they hoped and ? :
| expected would force the Council to rescind the obnoxious new |
' batta rules. It was agreed throughout the three brigades that all the |
\ captains and subalferns in the service should resign their commis- |
sions on the 1st of May, This step was actually carried out by the |
first and third brigades, the former of which was throughout the | o
movement the most violent and mutinous : indeed all discipline was |

e W .

!. relaxed in this command, and the European soldiery followed the |
' disgraceful example of their officers.  Clive was in complete ignor- !
1] ance of the storm which was brewing until the end of April, when

the magnitude of the danger was suddenly revealed to him with a
| clearness that would have terrified a weaker man. He saw clearly
i that to yield would be to show the army its power, and so to sap the
. foundations of all discipline and order in the Company’s territories. |
kHE determined to hold out inflexibly, unless the mutinous officers

should cause the men to join them in obtaining their demands, in
| which case no course seemed to be open but to yield. However,
| any organised resistance by force on the part of the troops wes in no
| case atiempted ; and the vigorous and determined measures with
iwhich Clive met the difficulties of the situation soon convinced the |
malcontents of the rashness with which they had acted. By the end
of May the disturbance in all three brigades was quelled, and

)
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| :
| 4 number of officers having been sent down to Calentta for trial,
i the remainder hastened to tender their submission. A number of
R court-martials were held in the following months for the trial of
1 the principal offenders: among these the most interesting was that
of Sir Robert Fletcher, who; in command of the Tirst Brigade, bad
not only encouraged the officers in their mutinous conduct, but even
geems to have been the originator of the whole combination. He
was found guilty of mutiny, was cashiered, and proceeded to
England : but within a few years his commission was restored to him
by the Court of Directors, and he was sent out as Commander-in-
Al Chief to Madras.
S Meanwhile the dificulties of Lord Clive had been greatly in-
[ creased by the attitude of the Mahratias, who throughout the year
had been threatening the frontiers of Allahabad and Korah: and the
necessity of keeping a strong brigade in those provinces made the
: fact evident that the existing battalions were not sufficient for the
1 requirements of Bengal. Orders were therefore issued for the rais-

Ralsing of ing of six new corps, which were designated Parganna Battalions,
Parganua i G

| Battalions, and were employed under the Revenue Department in the districts:
oy for this same purpose three battalions of sepoys (the 2znd, yth, and

14th) had already been told off, but they were found quite inadequate
for the work. The six new corps were numbered from 2znd to 27th,
and were attached two to each brigade—the 22nd and 2sth to the
First Brigade, the 23rd and 26th to the Second, and the 24th and
27th to the Third : two more battalions (the 28th and 2gth) of a
similar nature were raised shortly after, and attached, respectively,
to the Tirst and Second Brigades, and in the following year another
was raised and attached to the Third Brigade, thus bringing the
number of Bengal battalions up to thirty.

At the same time various internal reforms and improvements were
introduced in the regular brigades of the army, including the fram-
ling and publishing of a code of regulations, together with a fixed
standard of staff, contract, and contingent allowances.

These were the last measures of Lord Clive for the advantage of
the Bengal Army. The dangers and abuses, to meet and reform
which had been his special mission from the Court of Directors
when he accepted the Government two years before, had all been
| averted and restrained. Fresh and unforeseen difficulties had arisen,
| and these too had been successfully sur;poumed: peace and arder
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had been restored where the DBritish influence had been threatened!
with blight and extinction: in the army, an efficient and weili
j regulated force had been created, where all had been insubordination, |
corruption, and extravagance, At the moment little remained to be
done which ordinary capacity and firmness could not undertake,!
Clive found his health daily breaking, and determined to depart in |
the beginning of the year : Mr. Verelst was nominated to succeed
 him as Governor, and Colonel Richard Smith as Commander-in- |
Chief in succession to Brigadier-General Carnae, who was also going :
home. On the 29th of January, 1767, he left India, and with his | .-
departure “ closes the first, and not the least eventful epoch in the :
History of the Bengal Army.” '

s
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Chapter T1—(1767—1706).

| Eventsin India {Haugi)u-British India (Mill)—Bengal Infantry ( Willians)—

Bengal Army (Briome)—Military Regulations, 1817--History of the Madras
Army ( Wilson)--G.G.O. and G.0.C.C.—~Selections from Government . Records,
1772—1785 (Forrest)—Hickey’s Garette, 1750-81. l
In the year 1767, the only occurrence of note in Bengal was the
despatch by sea of a detachment from the First Brigade, under
Lieutenant-Colonel William Smith, to assist the Government of Fort
St. George in the Northern Circars on the outbreak of the war with
Heidar Ali. This force comsisted of 350 European infantry, 50
artillerymen (with five guns), and three Native battalions, wvig., the
ard, 4th, and 13th. Ttremained on this service for two years, during
which Colone! Smith died and was succeeded by Lieutenant-Colonel
Peach of the 1st European Regiment. The 3rd Battalion, com-
manded by Captain A. F. Achmuty, proceeded to Madras, and was.
actively employed under Brigadier-General Joseph Smith, during the
operations in the Baramahal and Mysore, in 1768-69. The remain-
der of the detachment landed at Masulipatam and maiched into
the Nizam's Dominions, and was instrumental in bringing the
Nizam to submission and procuring the cession to the Company of
the Northern Circars (February, 1768). In Mayand June, 1768, the
detachment was actively employed, in the districts of Chicacole and
Kimedi, against an insurgent chief, named Narayan Deo, who was
Jefeated near the fort of Jalumur on the z4th May, and that place
iteelf svas captured on the 3oth of the same month.  In 1769, the de~
tachment (now completed by the junction of the 3rd Battalion) was
In the early part of 1770
the whole of these troops returned o Bengal, a part by sea, but the
greater portion by land, marching through Cuttack, Of the former,
the two grenadief companies of the sth (or Gowan’s) Battalion were
lost at sea, the ship on which they were embarked never having
been heard of again,-—an unfortunate occurrence sehich made a fatal
impression on the mind of the Bengal sepoys in regard fo sea
voyages, and was afterwards a fruitful source of trouble. )
é\beut this time the Saniyasis, who are described by Williams as
« religious  plunderers,” became' very  troublesome in Northern
Bengal, moving about the country in large bands. plundering,
burning, and destroying. Some of the Parganna battalions were
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| employed against them, but with small success, as they almost
- invariably misbehaved when brought into contact with the enemy.

It thus happened that no less than three detachments were disgrace-

 fully defeated and almost destroyed by these plunderers; one, under

Lieutenant Keith at Rangpur, in January, 1770; asecond, under

i Captains Thomas, in December, 1772; and a third, under Captain
. Edwards, in March, 1773. In consequence of their misconduct, all
| the Parganna battalions, with the exception of the 24th, were broken

up in 1773, the three regular battalions employed on Parganna duoty

- being at the same time returned to their respective brigacl_e§.

Against these insurgents was engaged, for the first time, the new | The Governor

 native Body-Guard, called * The Governor's troop of Moguls,” which

brings us for the first time to a corps which survives at the present

« day. ' It was raised and disciplined by Captain Sweny Toone in 1773,

e

to act as a Body-Guard to the Governor-General in time of peace,
and to accompany the Commander-in-Chief on campaigns, It was

| commanded by a Captain, with a subaltern and four sergeants under
him, and there were no Native officers. It'served afterwards in the
' Rohilla campaign under Colonel Champion.

In 1772 the Bhutiahs descended from their mountains and overran

-the province of Cooch-Behar. The 6th Battalion, under the command

of Captain John Jones, was sentup from the Presidency to expel
them, and was engaged in some arduous operaticns: On the a1st

. December, Captain Jones stormed the fort of Cooch-Behar, not with-

_out considerable loss, he himself and Lieutenant Dickson being

-amongst the wounded. During the following months he succeeded
| In driving the Bhutiahs out of the province, and even carried the var

into their own country, taking Dhalimkot by storm in April, 1773.
About this time the number of subalterns in sepoy battalions was

Jincreased by two, making a total of three Lieutenants and three
- Ensigns. 'Tle company colours were also abolished, and only two

stand allowed to each battalion, as in the Company’s European

.regiments, and all the tom-toms and trumpeters were dismissed, and

fifes and drams substituted,

Meanwhile, in 1771, the Emperor Shah Alam, notwithstanding the
failure of his efforts to main English aid, determined to march to

‘Delhi, there to regain his father’s throne : he left Allahabad in |
‘December and placed timself under the protection of the Mahrattas,

thereby, as the Court of Directors declared, forfeiting his right to the

Oparations
ﬁ?‘“‘ the
utiahs.
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i provinces of Allahabad and Korah, which had been ceded to him by

country was- their first object of attack, and having forced their way
in, they overran a great part of Rohilkhand, and threatened the terri-
tory of the Nawab-Wazir]of Oudh. ; ’
Fearing an invasion of his own territories, the Nawab-Wazir
advanced to the frontiers of Oudh, with some British troops under
the command of Sir Robert Barker, then Commander-in-Chief.
Here he was visited by Hafiz Rahmat Khan, Chief of the Rohillas,
and in June, 1773, a treaty was agreed upon between the Nawab-
Wazir and Hafiz Rahmat Khan, in which the former undertook to
drive the Mahrattas out of Rohilkhand, and to do so again if they
invaded the country after the rainy'season, in return for which the
Rohillas promised to pay the Nawab-Wazir farty lakhs of rupees.
The Mahrattas had in the meantime retired from Rohilkhand, but

defeated by the Oudh troops, aided by a British detachment, Hafiz
Rahmat Kban, who, in order to avoid paying the subsidy of forty lakhs

had entered into treacherous correspondence with the Mahrattas,
now that their expulsion from Rohilkband was accomplished, shuffled

and hesitated in making payment of the sum due under the treaty,
until at length the Nawab-Wazir determined to take possession of
the' province as a recompense for the Rohilla breach of faith, To
effect this he asked for British support and assistance, which, after

Committee.
In January, 1774, therefore, the Second Brigade, under Colonel

Champion, received orders to join the Nawah-Wazir, and marched

Company of Artillery the *Select Picket,'* the 2nd European
Regiment, a battalion of Sepoy Grenadiers (probably formed from

@ During the period from 1772 to 1775 there was a great dearth of vacancies
in the commissioned ranks of the Bengal Army, Accordingly the gentlemen cadets
arriving from Europe were formed into a separate company, and carried arms
until vacancics occurred, This company was called ¢ The Select Picket,”” and
was posted on the right of the advanced guard of the Army in the field. Sir Henry
White, Sir Gabriel Martindell, and other distinguished officers carried arms, &s
cadets, in “ The Select Picket.”—P. 4

the English. Having entered Delhi in state, he found that bis turbu-
lent supporters were eager only for fresh lands to plunder : the Rohilla ~

in November, 1773, they attempted 2 fresh invasion, which was |

some hesitation on the part of Warren Hastings, who had come out
in 1772 as the first Governor-General, was conceded by the Select

accordingly from Dinapore. The force was composed of the znd |
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\th\eﬁanlg’,éompamea of the Native battalions of the brigade), and
the 1s, 8th, 1cth, 15th, 16th, 18th and 20th Battalions of Benpal
Native Infantry. With these troops Colonel Champion, on the 24th
February, joined the Nawab-Wazir, and on the 17th April the united
armies entered the Rohilla country. On the 23rd April the rival
forces met in a pitched battle on the Baighul river, between Miranpur-
Katra and Tissua, twenty-three miles to the south-east of Bareilly,—
an engagement, from the day on which it was fought, long known

s ““ the battle of St. George.” In this the Rohillas were defeated,
thongh they fought with great gallantry, and their brave leader Hafiz
Rabmat Khan himself fell. No sooner was the fighting over than
‘the Nawab's cavalry proceeded to plunder the Rohilla camp, in which
they found much booty, and it was this that led our own troops to
observe—‘¢ We have the honour of the day, and these banditti the
profit.” « The British losses were 39 killed and (including two
otficers) 93 wounded. The losses of the Nawab's troops amounted
t0 80 killed and 174 wounded,

In 1775, the then Commander-in-Chief, Sir John Clavering, ordered
a complete re-numbering of the sepoy battalions. There existed at this
time twenty-one regular battalions and one Parganna Battalion
(the 24th), and it was directed that all the regular battalions should
be numbered consecutively by brigades, beginning with the First
Brigade, which was to have the first seven numbers, down to the
Third Brigade, which was to have the last seven : the 7th Battalion
was made independent and localised®at Chittagong, while its place in
the line was taken by the 24th, which then became the 14th. By
this scheme the number of every battalion, except the z1st, was altered.

On the 1oth June, 1776, was fought the brilliant action of Korah.
In the preceding month Lieutenant-Colonel Parker had been detached
fr_. Belgram, in Oudh territory, with part of the 2nd Company
of Artillery and the 15th and 16th Battalions of Native Infantry, to
watch the motions of one Mahbub Khan, a disaffected officer in the
service of the Nawab-Wazir, who was posted at Korah, about twenty-
five milesbelow Cawnpore, with a force of seven battalions and nine-
teen guns. It being an object to gain possession of these guns,
Colonel Parker marched on Korah, and demanded their surrender.
Mahbub Khan himself was not present, but the demand was resisted
by the nestin command, upon which Colonel Parker moved forward
to enforcg it: a sharp conflict ensued, resulting in the complete

Re-nnm%ed.ug
of battalions.

gl |

Battle of

Korah,

1776,
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defeat and dispersion of Mahbub Khan's troops and the capture
of the whole of his guns. The loss sustained by Colonel Parker's
detachment is not recorded, but it appears to have been considerable :
Captain Gravely, cdmmanding the 15th Battalion, was dangerously
wounded and subsequently died of his wounds ; Licutenant Erskine,
of the 16th, was killed. In 1829, the two corps engaged (which
had then become the late 1st and 1oth Regiments of Bengal Native
Infantry) received permission to inscribe * Korar " on their colours.

The latter half of 1777 saw another important addition to the
Nzutive army.

In 1776, the Nawab-Wazir of Oudh agreed to keep up 2 mixed
force of all arms, which should be disciplined by British officers : in
the following year, however, when the numbers agreed upon were not
yet completed, and the troops were only partially disciplined and
organised, a Minute of Council, dated 4th August, 1777, ordered the
transfer of the whole to the Company’s service. The force at this
time consisted of two regiments of cavalry, three companies of
golandis or native artillery (their first employment by the British)
and nine battalions of infantry.

The infantry battalions were brought down to the strength of
those in the Company’s service, were numbered from the zznd to the
3oth, and three posted o each brigade. Of these only the 25rd, 36th,
27th and 30th survived the re-organisation of 1796, becoming then
respectively the 2nd Battalion of the 6th, the 2nd of the 3rd, the znd of
the sth and the 2nd of the gth ; the last-mentioned battalion still sur-
vives as the 1st Bengal Infantry ®

The two cavalry regiments were reduced to a strength of 400 men
each, and with a third regiment, which was now raised,a brigade was

formed under Colonel Stibbert. The new regiment was raised, as far
as possible, on the si/ladar system, the men furnishing their own horses,

Early in 1778, at the request of the Bombay Government, who were
hard-pressed by the Mahrattas, six battalions of sepoys from the First
Brigade (numbering 5,400 men), a regiment of Native cavalry (600
strong), a company of Native artillery, and a body(s00) of so-called
“ Kandahar Horse” were assembled at Cawnpore under Lieutenant-
Colonel Matthew Leslie, and subsequently marched across India to the

_ ®The Native names of these corps were, in order, Rajeh-ki-paltan, Ung-k-
palian (from Captain George Young), Baillie-ki-paltan (from Captain, afterwards
Lieutenant-Geuneral Sir Ewen Baiilie), and Neelwar-ki-paltan (from Captain Thomss
| Naylor).—P. itk
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{ Presidency, where they served with distinction against the
Mahrattas until 1784. The battalions of infantry sent on this expe~ |
dition were the 1st, 2nd, 4th, sth, 6th and 7th.

- The “Kandahar Horse " was a body of cavalry in the service of the
Nawab-Wazir of Oudh, by whom they were lent to the Company for
this service, They were entirely Pathans, and distinguished them-

‘selves greatly during their service in the Bombay Presidency.

To make up for this loss of strength in Bengal, nine more battalions
of infantry were raised during 1778 ; of these, the first three were
raised at Cawnpore in July, and were numbered from the 318t ‘10
33rd; the next six, numbered from the 34th to the 39th, were also
raised in July, mostly about Benares. These latter were ordered to
be raised at the expense of Chet Singh, Rajah of Benares, (G.0.C.C.,
15th, 26th and 3oth July, 1778). Of these nine battalions only the
32nd *and the 34th survived the re-organization of 1796, when they
became respectively the znd of the znd and the znd of the 8th.*

The force under Colonel Leslie commenced its march in the

from Bombay desiring its immediate despatch. It crossed the Jumna
‘at Kalpi on the 19th of May, not without opposition, and advanced
as fat 'as Chatarpur, in Bundelkhand. THere Colonel Leslie re-
" mained for a month carrying on fruitless and unauthorised negoti-
ations with the neighbouring rajahs ; he subsequently moved on to
Rajgarh, on the Kin River, and again halted ;i so much, indeed,
did he delay that, after one or two warnings, orders were at
length despatched by the Council directing his supersession and
appointing Colonel Goddard to command the expedition. However,
on the 3rd Oectober, before the arrival of this order, Colonel Leslie
died+ During this défention, Colonel Goddard took the town of
Mau by storm, with a loss on our side of 6 killed and 20 wounded,
and frequent skirmishes took place with the Mahratta horsemen.
_ On the 8th October, Goddard moved forward from the Kan, and
~after a trying march, during which the detachment was continually
- * The Native names of these two corps (Bule ki-palian and Dabic-ki-palian)
were derived from Captain Charles Bowles and Captain William Davis.—F,

t Lieatenant-Colonel Matthew Leslie had been for magy years an officer of the
48th Foot, with which he served in North America during the Seven Years’ War,
He was Assistant Quarter Master General of Braddock’s foree jn the disastrous
expedition to Fort du Quesne, and was wounded in the battls of the Monongahela

River (oth July, 1785), in which Braddock himself fell. He was afterwaids Assist-
ant Quarter Master General of the force which, undec the Earl of Albemarle,

besieged and captuted the Havannah, in 1762.—P.
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|
| harassed and annoyed by the enemy’s cavalry and rocketteers; reached
Hoshangabad, on the Nerbudda, on the 1st December. Here he
halted, awaiting orders from Calcutta, until the 16th January, 1779,
| when he again moved forward, and reached Burhanpur on the
3oth. At this place he was detained for a week by contradictory
orders from the Government of Bombay, whose forces had during
that month made an advance on Poona, been worsted, and compelled
| to agree to the disgraceful convention of Wargaum, one of the terms
of which was that the force under Goddard should be sent back
to Bengal. Having received accurate information regarding these
events, Goddard, disregarding the convention, left Burhanpur on
the sth February, and directed his course for Surat, where he arrived
on the zsth. At this place the force remained for the remainder of
the year, while various negotiations with the Mahraita powers were
being carried on, and during this period Goddard was grantéd the
rank of Brigadier-General, and invested by the Supreme Council with
certain political powers that rendered him, to a considerable extent,
independent of the Government of Bombay.

o ) THE SERVICES OF THE I
,‘7[ P - — ..

The negotiations with the Mahratta powers produced no resuit,
and, on the 1st January, 1780, Goddard once more took the field.
Crossing the Tapti, he proceeded to the northward, and on the rgth
captured Dabhoi after a trifling resistance. He next marched against
Ahmedabad, which was, after a siege of five days, taken by storm on
the' 15th February, with a loss on our side of 106 killed and wounded,
including amongst the former Captain Gough, commanding the 5th
Battalion, who fell in the breach. About the end of the month
Goddard marched to the southward in pursuit of Sindhia and Holkar,
the two principal Manratta chiefs, who were:ravaging the country
near Baroda, and some fighting took place at Pawangarh on the 17th,
18th, and 1gth March, but the enemy declined a decisive engagement,
though they kept hovering round the British force. However, finding
a favourable opportunity, Goddard succeeded in Surprising Sindhia
and Holkar before daylight on the morning of the 3rd April, captured
their camp, and for the time dispersed their troops. About the
middle of May he was reinforced by a detachment from Madras, con-
sisting of 4 company of artillery, with'six guns, a battalion of sepoys,
and v battalion of the Madras European Regiment, and shortly after
the advent of the rainy season necessitated the suspension of further

| operations,
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N In‘the meantime reinforcements for Goddard’s army (a company
of artillery and 2,400 Native infantry drafts, organised in four batia.
lions) had been prepared in Bengal and placed under the command
of Captain Popham, but at the last moment it was decided to em ploy
them in creating a diversion on the Northern Mabratta borders. The

energy of Captain Popham effected more than the most sanguine

could have expected from so small a force ; for, having driven back a

plundering horde of Mahrattas from Gohad, he besieged and carried

by assanit the fortress of Lahar on the zoth of April 1780.# But the

most brilliant and unlooked-for success of this little army was that of

the 3rd of August, when he stormed and captured, almost withont a
shot being fired, the celebrated fortress of Gwalior, which had always
been regarded as impregnable. ¢

On the termination of the rainy season, Goddard, who had been
appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Bombay Army, once more
took the field, but the campaign in the west of India opened under
circumstances of great difficulty. Bombay was quite unable to sup-
port the expense of the war, and even Bengal, whose efforts had been
more limited, was at a loss for money; while the troops of Goddard’s
army were clameuring for the payraent of their arrears, Madras, too,
Was in great straits by reason of the hostilities which had just com-
menced with Haidar Ali. However, the first military event of the
campaign was an important suceess,—mnamely, the surrender, on the
11th December, after a month’s siege, of the strong fortress of Bassein,

About this time, Goddard, under the authority of the Council, pro-
posed terms of peace to the Mahrattas, but the lalter knew very well
the straits to which the English were reduced, and looked for more
advantage from a prosecution of hostilities than from any treaty swhich
should ierminate them ; they therefore treated all Goddard's overtures
with silence and contempt,

About the middle of January, 1781, Goddard captured the fort of |’

Arnalla, and this was followed, in February, by his forcing the Bhor
Ghaut and advancing on Poona, a measure which he conceived
would prove more effectual in bringing the war to a2 conclusion than
the reduction of the numerous forts scattered over the country. But
in this be committed a mistake : the force under his comnand

* The loss of Popham's detachment, at the storming of Lahar, was two British
officers (Lieutenant Logan and Ensign Gardiner), one Native officer and 19 men
killed, and 2 British and 7 Native officers an] 44 men wounded, making a total of
125.—P,
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(about 6,000, of whom only 640 were Europeans) was not strong
enough for the purpose, and in April he was forced back and com-
‘.“.f' | pelled to retreat down the Ghaut with heavy loss, not the least item

" |of which was the fall of the gallant Licutenant-Colonel Parker, who
{ | had commanded at the battle of Korah in 1776, He eventually retired
‘ [ to Kalyan, whers he took up quarters for the monsoon. ;

Towards the end of 1780, Major Popham was velieved in his
command by Lieutenant-Colonel Camac, who brought considerable
reinforcements with him. . The force under Camac amounted to about
5,000 men, and being intended for operations against Sindhia, it
it marched to the southward, took the fort of Sipri, and reached Sironj
bl in February, 1781,

Here he was greatly harassed by the enemy, and his’ supplies
becations | heing cut off, he was reduced to great distress and compelled fo call
indhia. for reinforcements. These were despatched under the command of
i |Lientenant-Colonel Muir, but before they could arrive Camac found
: himself under the necessity of retreating. Halting at Mahatpur he was
followed by Sindhia, of whom he finally relieved himself by a daring
night attack (24th March), resulting in the total defeat of the enemy
and the capture of all his guns, camp equipage, elephants, and stores,
Akks . For some months longer the war languished, but Sindhia was
mcluded, beginning to desire an end of the contest ; he received with favour over-
, tures which were made to him in August by Colonel Muir, who was
now in cormmand, and at length in October a treaty was concluded.
The news of this event decided, if it did not hasten, the Poora
Government to come to an arrangement with the English; and a
cessation of hostilities was effected early in March, 1782. A treaty
was concluded on the 17th of May, but it was not ratified until Febru-
ary, 1783. The Bengal troops in the west of India returned to their
own presidency by the route taken by them when proceeding towards
Bombay in 1778, and reached Cawnpore in April 1784, reduced in
numbers to about half their original strength. Their services were
warmly acknowledged in General Orders by the Govemor-General,
medals and other rewards were conferred upon the officers and men,
: and in 1829 the corps engaged in these operations, from 1778 to 1784,
: - were authorised to inscribe the word “ Guzerat ¥ on their colours.®

¥ 3y some extraordinary mistake the Bengal European Regiment, which had
! . absolutely np part in Geperal Goddard’s operations in the west of lodia, was
} included in the grant of this honour, and it is still borne on the colouss of the
; Royal Munster Fusiliers.—P,
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Bdore detailing the other operations of the Bengal army during the | R
years 1781 and 1782, it will be necessary to notice the great changes
which, in the former year, took place in its constitution and numbers.
In November, 1780, the four battalions of sepoy drafts which bad
been under the command of Major Popham, and which had, later
on, been re-organised in three battalions, were constituted regular
battalions and numbered the goth, g41st, and 42nd, and the command
conferred, respectively, on Captains Clode. M'Clary, and Bruce. Of
the forty-two battalions of Bengal infantry now existing, the six in
Bombay were regarded as not on the Bengal establishment, and the |
period of their return being quite indefinite, they were left outside

of the new organisation now introduced. At the same time the zoth
Battalion, which had exhibited a mutinous spirit in connection with the |
distribution of the prize taken on the occupation of Chanderpagore, !
when war with France breke out in 1778, was broken up. This left |
thirty-five battalions on . the Bengal establishment, and these by ’
Minutes of Council dated 26th December, 1780, and G.0.C.C., dated
1oth Jannary, 1781, were augmented to 1,000 rank and file each and |
formed into thirty-five regiments of two battalions of 500 men each. F
The regiments so formed were each commanded by a Major Com- |
mandant, and each baitalion by a Captain, Another regiment (the
36th) was raised soon after at Berhampore, and the command given
to Major John Fullarton. |
At the same time the Bengal European mfamr}, which had, in|
1779, been formed inio three double battalion regiments, was once |
more re-organised in three regiments of o single battalion cach. i
Shortly before these changes (G. 0. C. C., 30th October, 1780) a]
detachment, the command of which was conferred upon Colonel T. D, |
Pearse, of the Bengal Artillery, was ordered to assemble at Midnapore
to proceed by land to Madras to the assistance ‘of the army of that |
Presidency, which was hard-pressed by Haidar Ali, the ruler of My-
sore : at the same time, the Commander-in- Chief, Sir Eyre Coote,
proceeded to Madras by sea, taking with him two companies of artil-
lery, with 630 lascars and 350 men of the znd Battalion of the 1st
Bengal European Regiment, - The force under Colone! Pearse con-
sisted of one company of artillery, six conipanies of lascars, and five |
regiments of Bergal Native infantry completed to the new establish-
ment, 922., the 12th, 13th, 24th, z5th, and 26th : the 2oth had also
been detailed for this service, but, as already stated, this corps was |
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disbanded before the detachment marched. The detachment  left
Midnapore early in the year, but was much delayed on the march;
especially at Ganjam, where it arrived towards the end of March and
was detzined by the violence of an infectious disease; this, together
with numerous desertions, considerably thinned the ranks of the
battalions before a jinction was effected with Sir Eyre Coote and the
Madras army, which was not accomplished until the zrd of August,
1781, at Pulicat. At this place the detachment was broken up, and
the several regimeids distributed amongst the brigades of Coote's
army, the orders with regard to which had been published ag early
' as January, 1781, By this arrangement the rzth and 2sth were
posted to the znd Brigade, commanded by Colonel Ross Lang;
the 13th was in the 3rd Brigade, under Colonel Pearse; the z4th
was in the ath Brigade, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Owen ;
and the 26th in the 5th Brigade, of which the brigadier was Lieuten-
ant-Colonel George Brown. This mixture of Bengal and Madras
troops does not, however, seem {0 have answered well, judging
from the following General Order, dated the 2and September,
1781:—

« The General is much concerned to have so many reports daily of
disputes between the Bengal and Coast sepoys. The appellation
< Bengalee ’ made use of by the Coast sepoys should be particularly
! explained o their men by the Officers Commanding the Bengal
Native corps, as the general designation by which the sepoys of this
country know those of 'the other establishment, and without attaching
to it the same meaning as it has in Bengal.”

Sties of Vet throughout the campaigns in the Carnatic, the Bengal troops
or and % LN
gm“ garh, acquitted themselves honourably. Prior to the arrival of Pearse’s de-

tachment, the Bengal troops which had accompanied Sir Eyre Coote to
the coast had been engaged at the capture of Karanguli, the relief of
Wandiwash, the attack on Chilambram, and the great battle of Porto
Novo. The first action in which they were engaged after the junc-
tion of Pearse’s force was that fought on the 27th August at Pollilur,
on the very ground on which Haidar Ali had, in the preceding year,
cut off and destroyed Colonel Baillie’s detachment. The position
taken up by Haidar was a strong one, the advance against him being
rendered peculiarly difficult by the number of water-courses which cut
up the ground ; the British force was indifferently handled, but even-
tually the enemy was forced out of his position, and during the night
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I?Igﬁtaf retreated to Conjeveram, leaving the English masters of the
field. On the 27th of the following month, Coote came up with
Haidar at Sholingarh, and inflicted on him a severe defeat, the Bengal
troops (especially the r3th Regiment) taking a prominent share in
the victory. On the 23rd October, the grenadier company of the
1st Bengal European Regiment and the 24th Bengal Native Infantry,
forming part of a detachment under Lieutenant-Colone! Owen, took
part in an action near Virakandalur. On this occasion the grenadiers
greatly distinguished themselves, re-capturing a gun which had fallen
into the enemy’s hands. In November, the army retired in the
direction of Madras, and was cantoned at Poonamallee,

In January, 1782, an advance was again made towards Vellore,
which was in need of provisions, and that place was relieved on the
rith. Subsequently the Bengal troops took part in many important
operations. In September of this year, Sir Eyre Coote went to Bengal
on account of his failing health ; he returned in the spring of 1783,
but died at Madras (27th April 1783) before he could resume com-
mand of the army, which was now held by Major-General Staart,®

Farly in the summer of 1783, preparations were made for the
recovery of Cuddalore, which had been taken in April, 1782, by the
" French, who had for some time been actively assisting Haidar Ali:
an attack was made on the 13th June, 1783, on the entrenched posi-
tion held by 'the French outside the fort; fromivarions causes it was
only partially successful, but it ended in the enemy abandoning their
position and withdrawing into the fort. They made a vigorous sortie
on the 24th, but were repulsed. The conduct on this cccasion of the
24th Bengal Native Infantry, under Captain Williamson, was very
distinguished : they met the French with the baycnet, defeated them,
and drove them out of the trenches, taking several prisoners, including
the Chevalier de Damas, who led the attack, and Bernadotte, after-
wards king of Sweden, then a sergeant in the French army.$ Among

® Major-General James Stuart of Torrance. This officer; when Lieutenants
Colonel of the old goth Regiment, commanded the storming party at the capture
of Fort Moro, Havannah, in 1762.—F,

§ In some places this exploit is ridiculously attributed to the late 7th Bengal
Native Infantry, 2 regiment which was at that time serving in the west of India
ander General Goddard, The error probably originated in the fact that the 24th
Regiment was, under the re-orgnnization of 1796, incorporated with the ald double-
pattalion 7th Native [nfantry, which aftersards, in 1824, became the late 10th and
s5th Native Infantry.—P,
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the Bengal officers who were killed during the operations at Cuddalore
were Captain Durey, 25th, and Lieutenant Grueber, zath Regiment,

The position of the English was at this time very critical, dimi-
nished as their forces were by casualties and disease. Fortunately
at this juncture news was received of peace having been concluded
between France and England, and hostilities cessed. A treaty with
Tippoo (Haidar having died in December, 1782) followed in March
1784.

Throughout this campaign the hardships of the army were great

from the scarcity of money and supplies. . The consequence was that
desertions weve constant, and in this respect the Bengal troops, who
i were in a foreign country and therefore doubtless suffered more than
E.' the Madras sepoys, unfortunately set a prominently bad example.
il uey On the 1gth of April, 1784, the Bengal troops reccived orders to
|detachment. | march for their own Presidency, where they arrived in January, 178,
[ reduced in numbers from over 5,000 to less than 2,000 men. The
‘ ; force was visited at Ghiretti by the Governor-General, and thanked
in General Orders; honorary standards were granted to each batta-
lion; subadars and jemadars received gold and silver medals, re-
spectively, and non-tommissioned officers and sepoys similar medals
of inferior value. In 1829, the susviving corps were anthorised to
inscribe “ CArnaxic” on their colours.

In Bengal itself the three years during which Colone! Pearse’s de-
tachment was fighting in Madras had been comparatively uneventful
JFi ones from a military point of view. The only important event near
W the Presidency was the revolt of Chet Singh, the Rajah of Benares.
! and its subsequent suppression by a force under Major Popham. = As
has too often been the case in Indian history, the outbreak of the
revolt was marked by circumstances of great barbarity.” In conse-
quence of continued signs of disaffection, orders were issued for the
arrest of the Rajah in his palace at Denares : this was effected on the
morning of August 16th, 1781, and he was left in the charge of
Lientenant Stalker, z7th Native Infantry, under a guard, consisting
of two companies of grenadiers of Major Popham’s regiment (the
35th Native Infantry), commanded by Lieutenants Scott and Symes.
Unfortunately, throngh some mistake, the party had left camp in the
morning without any ammunition. As soon as the omission was dis-
covered, reinforcements were sent by Major Popham, but befare these
could arrive, the two defenceless companies at the palace were attacked

R
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' utnde of the Ra;ah’s fmlowcrs and massacred, almost to a man,
among the slain being Lieutenants Stalker, Scott, and Symes. The
Rajah immediately fled to Latifpur, a strong fort belonging to him
about ten miles south-east from Chunar, On the 19th a consider-
able bedy of his forces occupied Ramnagar, on the right bank of the
Ganges opposite Benares, and on the following day a rash and ill-
judged attack was made on this place by some detachments under,
Captain Mayaffre, of the Artillery, who paid for his foolhardiness with
his Jife, Captain Doxat, commanding the company of “ Foreign
Rangers,” and a number of men being also killed. This defeat
further inflamed the rebellion, and the Governor-General, ‘who was
at Benares at the time, was obliged to retreat to Chunar. Reinforce-

ments, however, soon appeared on the scene and further operations |

followed, the regiments employed being the 1st Battalion of the 6th,
and the 7th, 19th, 3oth and 35th, On ‘Septemh or 4th, Captain Blair,
vith a detachment of 550 men and two guns, attacked the enemy at
Patita. seven miles from Chunar : the Rajah’s troops (4,500 men with
six guns) fought with great steadiness, but an opportune and gallant
attack madeon their guns by the grenadier companies of the 35th
compelled them 1o retire with considerable loss, leaving four guns in
the hands of the victors. Shortly after a combined attack on Patita
-~ and Latifpur, by two columns, was organised. Major Popham com-
manded the first of thes¢ columns and seized the fort of Patita after
a faint resistance. Major Crabb, who commandedthe other column,
experienced more opposition,. A powerful body of the Rajah’s troops

met him at Lora on the 20th September, but they were defeated after l
a sharp action and driven with loss through the pass of Sukrut to |
Latifpur. On hearing of this deuble disaster, the Rajah fled to Bijai-

garh, in the Kaimur Hills, which was his last resonrce, and the whole
of his army dispersed. Major Popham advanced rapidly on Bijai-
garh, when the Rajah again fled, and the place was taken (1oth Nov-
 ember), and found to contain treasure to the amount of twenty-five
lakhs of rupees, which was immediately distributed to the troops.

We have now reached a period of several years’ peace, during
which the Bengal Army was reduced as much as possible, and every
effort made to lessen the drain on the impoverished exchequer.

As carly as the middle of 1783, reductions had been made in
the army which remained in Bengal. In accordance with the Minutes

of Council of the 28th August, 1783, a general reduction of the army
B
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|to ‘peace establishment took place. Regiments of infantry were re-

duced from 1,000 to 700 men, battalions being divided into five
companies of 70 men each.

The first point to be noticed in the changes which now took
place is the further re-numbering of the infantry regiments.

In 1782, the regiments of the line, exclusive of the six corps, in
Bombay, were reduced to thirty-five in number by the mutiny of the
35th (Major Popham’s) Regiment at Derhampore. This corps was
ordered on service to the ‘Northern Circars carly in 1782 ; but a
rimour getting abroad that they would be sent by sea, the men
refused’to go, and declared that they would prevent the advanced
party from marching. This was one of the results of the unhappy
Joss at sea, in 1770, of the grenadier companies of the then gatn

‘| Battalion, already mentioned. The 4th, 15th and x7th Regiments

at Barrackpore, which had also been ordered on this service, shared
in a lesser degree in the insubordinate conduct of the 3sth. For
this offence two subadars and two sepoys were executed by being
blown away from guns, in accordance with the sentence of a court-

| martial, and the 35th Regiment was disbanded and * dismissed the

service i a public and ignominious manner " (G. 0.C. C, zoth March,

| 1782). The number of the disgraced regiment was given to the 36th.

Cn the return of the Bombay detachment it became. necessary to

| give the six infantry battalions included in it places amongst the

brigade regiments. “ In order to effect this without increase of the
establishment, six of the present brigade regiments are lo be re-
duced, v7s., the 337d, 34th, and 35th (being the youngest regiments),

when ordered on service in March, 1782,"—(Minutes of Council, 19th
January, 1784). The returned regiments were brought on to the estab-
lishment with their original numbers, and the thirty-five regiments
were accordingly numbered as follows 1 —

PRI

Previ=| Previ- |
ous to | 1781, | 1784, [ REMARKS, ous to | 1781, | 1784. REMARKS.
1731_ i 1781, ‘
= K letseds E— e
vt 1st 1 In the detachment| 5th | .. sth |In the detachment
to Bombay. l ] to Hombay.
and and Ditto. 6th fith Ditto.
ard st l ard 7th { 7th Ditto.

corps of the Bengal Native Army, It was raiced in 1761, and had served with much
%Istlnctlc_'g under Adams _and Munro, cspecia!i y at the battles of Gherigh and
uyar.—~—P, i

* This was the célebraled Matihews-hi-paltan, one of the most distingnished )

sand the 4th.* 18th, and 17th on account of their unsoldierlike conduct |

Ll e
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1784, REMARKS, ouss to| 1781, | 1784, REMARKS,
1781, i

4th 4th | In the detachment| 8th | 2nd | %th

to Bombay. oth | ard | gth
aith | sth | roth a7th | 2oth | 23rd
12th | 6th | fith Jist | 24th | 24th | In the detachment
A8th | 1zth | r2th | In the detachment to - to Madras,

g Madras. 3and | 2sth | 25th Ditto,
tgth | hath | i3th Ditto, 3ard | 26th | 26th Ditto.
1ath | 7th | 14th 28th | z15t | 27th |
14th | Bth | 15th 20th | 2and | 28th |
15th | oth | r6th soth | 23vd | 20th | Now the 1st Ben-
gal Infantry.

16th | 1oth | 17th 34th | a7th | goth |
17th | 1ith | 18th 35th  2Sth | gist !
215t | 14th | 10th a6th | 2gth | g2nd |
23rd | 16th | 20th 37th | 30th | 3ard |
25th | 18th | z1st 38th | 318t | 34th |
26th | 1oth | 22nd 39th = 32nd | Asth |

The history of the native cavalry during the preceding twenty years
had been a rather varied one, and requires some special notice. The
three résalaks of Clive’s organisation of 1765 were not, as might
~ have been expected, a very efficient force ; and they were criticised as
 follows, about 1770, by General Smith, the Commander-in-Chief,
previons to his resigning his command ;— ‘

“The black cavalry are at present of no further use than to attend the
Commander-in-Chiefl and Colonelsof Brigades, and are too inconsiderable

to be of service in time of war; for I know by experience it is impossible,
from the viciousness of the horses, to discipline cavalry here to any tolers
_able degree of perfection, and castrating the horses ruins their spirit eua.
Onthe commencement of a war, the best cavalry in Indostan may be
procured within six weeks, either Duran nees, Tartars, Persians, or Mahrat-
tas, ......Subalterns at present command the three troops and enjoy the
emoluments of them, which, together with the clothing, is said to amount to
littie less than Rz0,000 a year. - '

In consequence, apparently, of these strictures, the whole body of
cavalry was disbanded in 1772, and not a single mounted man re-
mained in the service of the Company in Bengal. However, in the
following year, ‘1773, the Body-Guard was raised, and in 1776
the Nawab-Wazir agreed to keep up a contingent of six cavalry
regiments, officered by Englishmen, and did actuall y raise two,
which were transferred to the Company in the following year; and
these, with a third, raised at that time, were formed into a brigade

under Colonel Stibbert.  One of these regiments has been mentionad
; B2
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as forming part of Colonel Goddard’s detachment, employed against
the Mahrattas inthe westof India. The other two were now (Minute
of Council, sth May, 1783) entirely reduced, the horses sold, and the
men discharged, except such as might be selected for infantry service,
On the return of the Bombay detachment, we find the order re-
corded (Minute of Council, 19th January, 1784) that * the two risa-
lahs” of cavalry included®in that force are to be retained in the
Company’s service for the present. This, apparently, refers to the
] regiment of Bengal native cavalry and the Kandahar Horse.
; In the conrse of the following year, a considerable farther reduction
was made in the infantry, the 31st, 32nd, 33rd, 34th and 35th Reg:-
ments being reduced and also several of the then existing independ-
ent (7.e., local) corps.—(Minutes of Council, dated the 27th Janu-
ary and 15th February, 1783).
_l?:;no :J;;g This was follo“fed, in 1786, by the dishanding of the Chitlagong
0 j Independent Regiment (Minutes of Council, dated the 2znd
March, 1786). The disbandment of the Ramgarh Light Infantry was
also ordered, but before it could be carried into execution, a letter
arrived from Europe which led to the retention of the regiment.
By the same Minutes of Touncil the double battalion organisation
was abandoned, and the Native infantry was rc-organised in, thirty
singie battalion regiments of ten cowmpanies .cach, styled * batta-
lions.” ‘These arrangements had not yet been completely carried
into effect when the letter mentioned above (dated 21st September,
1785) arrived from the Court of Directors ordering the adoption
of a somewhat similar measure and directing in addition that the
existing Native infantry was to be re-organised in 36 battalions, each
of a strength of 640 natives of all ranks, with 10 European officers
and 8 European Sergeants,—(Minutes of Council, 22nd May, 1786).
This was done ; the Ramgarh Light Infantry was brought into the
line as the g1st Battalion,* the 32nd Battalion was formed of drafts
from fonr battalions at Fatehgarh, the 33rd ‘and 34th by drafts
from seven battalions at Cawnpore and Fatehgarh, the 35th by drafts
from four battalions at Chunar, and the 36th by drafts from seven
battalions at Barrackpore, Dacca, and Midnapore, and from the
Ramgarh Light Infantry,~-(G. O. C. C,, 18th May, 1786). The five
regiments formed from drafts were popularly known as the “Chari

* In 1766 this battalion became the 2nd of the gth. Its native designation
{Chota Crawford-ki-palian) was derived from Captain James Crawiford, junior.—P,
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,"“'/E:r “TFour Friends,” in allusion, it is said, to the supposition
that they had each been formed from drafts of four regiments.
The strength of the single battalion regiments now formed was
eight companies of 80 all ranks, and the peace- establishment for
Bcngal was fixed (Minutes of Council, z2nd May, 1786) as follows :—

3 battalions of European artillery.
6 Ditto ditte  infantry.
troops of Native cavalry.
36 battalions of Native infantry.
3o companies of lascars.
1 corps of engineers (consistiog of 22 officers only).

The army was divided into six brigates of sepoy regiments, w :Lh
one European battalion in each. |

The two existing risalaks of cavalry were reduced to troops of 8o
each of all ranks, and stationed one at Cawnpore, the other at Fateh- |
garh. This order, however, only rémained in force for one year, |
when each troop was augmented by one native officer and 53 men,—
(Minutes of Council, znd July and G. Q. C, C,, z1st October, 1787),
Towards the end of the year a further augmentation was made,
each corps being formed into a regiment of three troops, each troop
consisting of one British an ‘two native officers and 55 men. These
corps were now designated ¢ the 1st and 2nd Regiments of Cavalry,”

and @ captain was sppointed to the commund of each.—(Minutes |
of Council, 7th December; and G. O. C. C., r4th December, 1787.) |

Some short notice is here necessary also of the artillery, in which
the changes since 1777 had been frequent. In that year, it will be
remembered, the first companies of Golandaz were received into the
Company’s service from that of the Nawab-Wazir of Oudh. Their
strength was three British and four Native officers, three British and
sixteen Native non-commissioned officers and 80 men to each com-
pany. while the whole threc were commanded by a major ( Patrick
Duff), with a staff of an adjutant, a quarter-masterand a scrgeant-major.

Sis companies of lascars were attached to each Golandaz company.
In 1778, on the advice of Colonel Pearse, three battalions of Golandaz
were raised, fhe men for them, besides two of the existing companies,
being selected from the companies of lascars. The third original
Golandaz company had meanwhile accompanied Brigadier-General
Goddard’s expedition to the west of India. The artillery was now
formed inw a séparate brigade of one European and three Native
battalions. Notwithstanding the success of this experiment and
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the efficiency of the native artillery so formed, the Golandaz batta-
lions were reduced in 1779, and the old system of lascars revived :
and, though a company was raised from the old material to
accompany Colonel Pearse to Madras in 1780, yet, in 1784-85,
both this company and the oné which had rendered such excel-
lent service with Brigadier-General Goddard in the west of India
were reduced.
| Im 1787, Lord Comwallis (who came out as Governor-Generai
and Commander-in-Chief in September, 1786) inspected all the
corps of the army, and placed on record that he “viewed with no
less admiration than astonishment the very high military condition
and proficiency of the Native corps in Bengal.”

Of the interior economy, etc., of corps, the following details are

Aray. | | gleaned from General Orders and other sources. The recruiting

| ground for the infantry at this time, and for many subsequent years,
was principally about the (:anges in Bihar and Oudh. A general
| officer, writing in 1809,* says:—

“ During thelast forty years the Native army has been almost entirely
recruited from the countries extending on both sides of the Ganges, from
| Patna or Dinapore up to Anoopsheher and Rohilcund,  The tract
| which has furnished the greatest number of recruits for the Native infan-

try in that period is included between the Ganges and the Gogra, from

i the junction of these rivers near Manjee to Shahjehanpore, on the
| eastern confines of Rohileund. The zemindars throughout this tract
| are almost entirely Bramins and Raj poots, and are a brave, manly race
| of people.”

The establishment of a Native mfantr)r battahon by the organisa-
tion of 1786 was as follows :—

|

: Staff. Commandant. Two companies of grenadmrs and si
Adjutant, hattalion companies of the following

l Surgeon Assistant. strengthi—

] Black doctor. 1 Subaltern.

) Sergeant-Major. 1 Sergeant.

| Quarter-master Sergeant. 1+ Subadar,

| Non- Drill Havildar. i Jemadar.

effective. | Drill Naik, 4 Havildars,

] Drum and Fife Major, 4 Naiks.

i 1 Drum.

r 1 Fife.

| 68 Privates.

' The old appointment of Native Commandant was abolished in
1781, and the pay of bqttalions was drawn in one ahstract by the
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' sepoys to service beyond sea, against which the disaster of 1770,

| cominanding officer, and ordered to be issued to the mcn in the
| presence of company commanders,

" dars of the 32nd tried to deter the men from volunteering, for which
‘offence they were publicly discharged from the service with ignominy.

BENGAL NATIVE ARMY,

- Ina General Order dated 18th July, 1778, we find, with reference
to the trajning of the men, that ten rounds of ammunition are 10
be allowed per man yearly for musketry practice: “the targets
are to be made of painted canvas, and a butt of earth erected
behind them to preserve the balls.”

" In the cavalry, at the same time, the staff allowance for field officers,
for horses and regimental furniture, is fixed at R150, and for captains
and for subalterns at Rioo. And alittle later (G. O. C. C,; 9th Novem- |
ber, 1780), commanding officers of the native cavalry regiments are |
ditected to send to the Presidency one dafadar and twelve troopers |
to be instructed in military riding, training, and breaking horses. |

Tn 1787, a scale of camp equipage was laid down, that for a sepoy |
battalion being as follows :—7 marquees for the officers and surgeons, |
3 private tents for the sergeants and quarter guard, 11 bell tents
(probably for the sepoys’ arms, who at this time had no sheiter for
themselves), and 3 necessary tents.

The Bengal army continued on a peace establishment until the out=
break of the Mysore War in 1790, the only important event in the
meantime being the despatch in 1789 of a detachment of Native
infantry to re-inforce the Company’s settlement at Fort Marlborough,
Bencoolen, on the north-west coast of Sumatra, where disturbances
were threatenied. One object held in view by Lord Cornwallis in de-
spatching these troops was to overcome the aversion of the Bengal

already related, had deeply prejudiced them.  Volunteers were called
for from the 1st, 3oth, and 32nd Battalions, and a bounty of Rro per
man was offered, The detachment (of the strength of four com-
panies) was completed in a few days, notwithstanding that two suba-

The promised bounty was paid to the volunteers before they started,
and not a single desertion occurred. On the voyage cvery care was
taken of the men, but during their stay at Bencoolen they suffered
mnch from sickness, and many deaths occurred. The detachment

returned to Calcutta in December. i

In order that the narrative of the war in Mysore may not be in-
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il 1791 two companies of the 3oth Battalion were detached on setvice
‘to Prince of Wales' Island (Penang). In the following April these.
companies were employed in some sperations in Quedah territory,
jon the coast of Malacca, opposite Penang, and Licutenant Thomas
Williamson, who commanded them, was wounded in action ac Point
| Pria Fort on the 12th of that month, i
The outbreak of war with Tippoo Sultan in the beginning of 1790,
| and the necessity of affording aid to the Madras Presidency, led to
the augmentation of Bengal infantry battalions (o ten companies and
the addition of a dafadar and 20 troopers to each troop of cavalry,—
(Minutes of Council, 1st February, 1790}, Lord Cornwallis, who was.
determined to prosecute the war in the most vigorons mauner, gave
orders on the same date for the formation of a detachment for ser-
vice in the Carnatic : this consisted of the 76th Foot and six battalions
of Bengal native infantry, 2iz., the 3rd, 7th, 13th, r4th, 26th, and
28th (completed to ten companies each by drafts from the 8th, gth,
zoth, 23rd, 33rd, and 3sth Battalions), with the 2nd Battalion of
Artillery and twelve companies of lascars, the whole under the com-
mand of Lieutenant-Colonel Cockerell, Quarter-master General of the
Army in Bengal. The detachment (except the 76th Foot and part of
the artillery, which went by sea) marched to Midnapore, and thence
1o the southern bank of the Subanrika River, in three divisions, and.
proceeding onwards on the 22nd March, 1790, arrived at Conje- .
veram on the rst August, where it joined a force called “the Centre
Army " under the command of Colonel Kelly of the Madras Army.
It was inspecied by that officer on the 4th of August, and compli-.
mented on its appearance and on the small diminution in its num-
bers which had occurred during the long march from Bengal. Itis
certain, however, that numerous desertions did take place, for special
General Orders on the subject were published on the 12th April and
the 29th June; in the latter we find the following:—*The Com-
mander-in-Chief has observed that by far the greatest number of
men who have deserted from Lieutenant-Colonel’ Cockereil’s de-
tachment are natives of Oudh and the countries beyond Benares.
‘An experience so unquestionable riust satisfy every person that
whatever advantages such men may possess in point of height and
appearance, they are by no means so fit for soldiers in the Company’s
service as the natives of our own provinces. 1t is therefore directed
{ that commanding officers of battalions of sepoys do receive as few
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men ag possible from the countries to the west of Benares, but fill

up all vacancies in these battalions, as far as may be practicable, with
natives of the Company's provinces; and that battalion which is
composed of the greatest number of men of the latter description
will, in the estimation of the Commander-in-Chicf, be the most use-
ful corps and the most to be relied on.” :

On this expedition the authorities, mindinl of the disturbances
which had occurred cight years before, brigaded the Bengal troops
separately from the Madras sepoys. The 3rd, 13th, and 26th Batta«
lions formed, with the 74th (Highland) Regiment, the 1st Brigade
of the Centre Army, under Lieutenant-Colonel Maxwell, 74th; the
7th, 14th, and 2sth Battalions, with the 76th  Foot, formed the 2nd
Brigade, under Lieatenant-Colonel Cockerell.

Little was effected during the remainder of 1790, and the Centre
Army was not engaged with the cnemy, except in a few trifling skir-
mishes, . : :

At the end of the year Lord Cornwallis, being dissatisfied with the
resalt of the campaign, determined to také the field in person, and
st the same time re-inforce the army in the field in the Carnatic
with additional troops from Bengal. In G, O. C. C, dated $th
November, 1790, the 15t Regiment of Bengal Cavalry was prdered to
be made up to six troops of regulation strength by drafts from the
2nd Regiment, and to go by sea to Madras andygat the same time,
a volunteer foree of 1,400 sepoys was called for, who were also to |
accompany the Commander-in-Chicf to Madras by sea. More than
the required number volunteered, and proceeded to Madras, where
on arrival they were formed (G. O. by Earl Cornwallis, dated 3rd
February, 1791) info two battalions, the 15t and 2nd Battalions of ]
Bengal Volunteers. the command of which was conferred upon
Captains Thomas Welsh and Henry Hyndman. A reinforcement
of so artillerymen also proceeded to Madras, It does not appear
how the Bengal cavalry were employed, but they were probably used
mesely as a Body-Guard by Lord Comwallis. They returned to
Bengal in the autumn of 1791. p

On the 2gth of January Lord Comwallis assumed command of the
*tioops in the field, at Vellout, and baving determined to carry the
was into the enemy’s country and assail Seringapatam, he moved

forward on the cth February. Ascending the Mugli Pass without
opposition, and capturing the forts of Kolar and Uskata, he
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advanced on Bangalore, before which fortress he arrived on the sth of
March. On the following day a cavalry action took place, in which
the British, who were at first successful; pushed their pursuit too far,
and, becoming entangled in a country intersected with ravines, were
driven back in confusion with a loss of zo killed, 48 wounded,
and 3 missing, Licutenant-Colonel Floyd, commanding the cavairy.
being amongst the badly wounded.

On the 7th the pettak (or walled town) of Bangalore was carried by
assault by a detachment under Lieutenant-Colonel Cockerell, con-
sisting of His Majesty’s 36th, the 26th Bengal Battalion, a detachment
of artillery, and some pioneers, supported by the 76th Foot, the 3rd
Bengal Battalion and the 1st Bengul Volunteers, = Later on the same
day an attempt was made by Tippoo to recover the place, but this
was perceived in time by Cornwallis, who re-inforced the troops
in the town with the 76th, which had been withdrawn in the course
of the morning, and the enemy were driven back after severe fighting,
The British loss on this occasion was 131 killed and wounded, out
of which the Bengal battalions had 3 killed and 18 wounded ; the
loss of the enemy was about 2,000,

The siege of Bangalore fort was now prosecuted with as much
vigour as possible, but under great difficulties, as the besiegers were
constantly threatened by the whole of the enemy’s very superior force.
Theassault was delivered on the night of the 21st of March, the 7th and
26th Bengal Battalions forming partof the sterming party: it proved
completely successful, though this fortunate result would have been
less assured but forthe hesitation and timidity of Tippoo. Hundreds
of the enemy were killed, while our loss amounted to only 17 killed
and 86 wounded, of which the share of the Bengal battalions was 3
killed and 15 wounded. The total British loss before Bangalore was
120 killed, 305 wounded, and 8 missing,—~433 in all.

Having effiected a junction with the Nizam’s cavalry, amounting to
10,000 men, in April, Lord Cornwzllis made preparations for the
siege of Seringapatam, and marched towards that place on the 3rd
of May. On the 13th he received information: that Tippoo, with his
whole army, was encamped in a formidable position at Arikera,
eight miles from Seringapatam ; and determined, by making a night
muarch, to surprise him, if possible, turn his left flank, and cut him off
from his capital.  This plan was frustrated by a violent storm during
the night, which itpeded the march of the troops; but Lord Cora-
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ﬁllfs persevered, and at daybreak attacked Tippoo, who had now
changed his front and assumed a fresh position. A severe engage-
ment ensued, ending in the complete defeat of the enemy, who were
driven under the walls of Seringapatam. The Bengal troops engaged
in this action were the znd Battalion of artillery, the 7th, r3th, 14th,
26th and 28th Battalions of Native Infantry, the 1st Volunteer Bat-
talion, and Lord Cornwallis’ guard, which was probably a detach-
ment from the 1st Regiment of Bengal Cavalry, Their casualtieg,
rout of a total of 426, amounted to 36 killed (including Evsign Ross

and Subadar Tahir Muhammad, 13th Battalion, and Jemadar Dharu wok

Singh, 26th Battalion), 141 wounded (including five British officers,
of whom one, Lieatenant Duncan Macpherson; of the Artillery, died),
and 3 missing,—making 180 in all.

On the 18th Lord Cornwallis moved to Kaniyambadi, eight milesto
the west of Seringapatam, in order to facilitate a junction with Major-
General Abercromby® and a force from Bombay, which had advanced
over the Ghats from Malabar and was now.at Periapatam, about forty '
miles to the west of Seringapatam. Owing, however, to the mortality
amongst the draught caitle, the complete failure of supplies, and the
incessant bad weather, combined with the non-arrival of a Mahratta

army which was tb have co.operted with him, Lord Cornwallis g:;g:,;:;

| found it impossible to prosecute the siege of Seringapatam at this
juncture, and determined to retire, He accordingly directed Major-
General Abercromby to retrace his steps to the Malabar coast, and
after halting a few days to cover that officer’s retrograde move-
ment, he burst all his heavy guns, destroyed the stores for which
carriage could not be found, and, on the 26th May, began his retreat
towards Bangalore. The same day he was joined by the long ex-
pected Mahratta army, 40,000 strong, accompanied by two Bombay
battalions under Captain Little, which had been engaged at the siege

. of. Dharwar. The earlier arrival of this force would have completely |
changed the course of events, but the activily of the enemy’s horse had
prevented all intelligence of its approach reaching Lord Cornwallis,
and thus rendered nugatory his successes up to this period. The
destruction of the siege train and stores made an immediate return |
to Seringapatam impossible ; the retirement was therefore continued, |

. and Bangalore was reached on the 11th July. [

While the preparation of a fresh siege train and other arrangements | Reauction of
for a renewed attack on Seringapatam were in progress, a part of the | "1 Ports.

* This was Major-General Robert Abereromby, a younger brother of the -rcle- |
brated Sir Ralph Abercromby, who fell in Egypt in 1801, < He died in 1827.—P, f

A RS WA '
\ (j;b} -E;’ BENGAL NATIVE ARMY. : IS_Q




THE SERVICES OF THE I :

army was employed in reducing Tippoo's hill forts. Of these, the
first to offer any considerable resistance, was Nandidrug, built on
the summit of a hill about 1,700 feet high, with precipitous and,
except in one place, inaccessible sides, which rises sheer from the
Plain, about twenty-eight miles north of Bangalore. The village atthe
foot of the hill was taken on the 22nd of September, and the fort itself.
wag carried with but small loss on the 17th of October. The 13th
Bengal Battalion took part in the siege, and its flank companies were
engaged in the assault. '

On the 31st of October the 7th Bengal Battalion was present at
the storming of Penagra, in the Baramahal, with a detached force
under Lieatenant-Colonel Maxwell; and on the 8th November it
took part in the unsuccessful assault of Kistnagheri, when Lien-
| tenant Edward Bird was severely wounded. ‘The 3rd, 13th, 14th,
26th, and 28th Battalions took part in the operations before Savans
dmg in December, but not in the assault. Ramgiri and Shivanagiri
surrendered to a detachment under Captain Welsh, which included
i the 28th Bengal Battalion. On the 24th of December the strong fort

of Utradrug was stormed by a party consisting of the light infantry
companies of the 52nd and 72nd Foot, and the 26th Bengal Battalion.

In the autumn of this year the battalions stationed at Barrackpore,
Berhampore and Dinapore were called upon (G.0.C.C. gth August,
1791) to furnish another body of 850 volunteers for service in the °
| Carnatic. These were quickly forthcoming : they were despatched
by sea to Madras in September, 1791, and on arrival in Mysore
the men were distributed to fill vacancies in the eight Bengal battalions
then with Lord Cornwallis. Atthe same time twenty subaltern officers
were sent from Bengal for service with these battalions, and a iarge
number of lascars were also despatched,

Towards the end of January, 1792, the confederated armies were
assembled near Huliadrug. about forty miles south-west of Bangalore,
and thence, on the 1st of February, they marched for Seringapatam.
The strength of the British forces was—

Artillery (1,745 Enropeans and 3,077 Na.twes} ¥ , #5222
Enmneers(mdudmg 21 Natives) . e ¥ 3 41
Pioneers . & 7. " - A 1,049
British cavalry (ona reglrnent) : J 404
Native cavalry (two regiments and two hody-guards) A 702
British mfnntry seven battalions) i i 4,482
Native infantry (seventeen battalions) . I < 21,133

J‘“ ToOTAL « 23,033 [

Lhe ordnance (including the siege train) amaounted to 86 pieces. The Nizam’s

and the Mahratta armies (18,0v0 and 12,000 strong, respectively) mnmted entirely
| of horse.
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Gf !.he Benga) troops, the 3rd, 13th and 26th Battalions and the 2nd
Batmhon of Volunteers formed the 3rd Brigade under Lieutenant-
' Colonel Cockerell, while the 7th, r4th and 28th Battalions composed
 the 4th Brigade under Major George Russell of the Bengal Infantry,
On the 5th of Febrnary the army arrived within six miles of Serin-
gapatam and encamped under cover of the Kapilair Hills. The
whole of Tippoo's army was posted in an enclosed and strongly
{'fortified camp on the north bapk of the Kaveri, The enclosure
was an irregular triangle in shape, about three miles in length and
about 3,000 yards broad at the base, which was towards the west.
The whole was surrounded by = strong hedge of prickly pear, except
towards the river; a large redoubt called the Idgah stood atthe
north-west angle;; the apex of the triangle was llanked and protected
by the defences of a rocky eminence known as Karighat hill, while
the centre of the camp was strengthened by a double line of re-
doubts. Immediately behind the camp was the island in the Kaveri
on which stood the fort and town of Seringapatam,
After carefully reconnoitring the enemy’s position Lord Corn-
wallis decided on making an immediate attempt on Tippoo’s camp
| without waiting for the arrival of the Bombay force, which had again
- ascended the Western Ghats, and was once more moving on Seringa-
patam. The attack was made in three columns on the night of the 6th
- of February, the 3rd Brigade forming part of the Right Column under
\ Major-General Medows, and the 4th being included in the Centre
' Column under Lord Cornwallis himself. As is not unusual in night
| assaults, much confusion prevailed, and at one period the attacking
forces were perilonsly near to repulse, but in the end the operations
. were completely successful, and our forces were firmly established in
the: position from which they had expelled the enemy. To entera
little into detail, the Right Column carried the Idgah redoubt, and
then moved down to the extireme left and reached Karighat hill, Part
ofthe Centre Column, after forcing their way through the enemy’s
camp, crossed the fiver and made good their position in the island,
capturing several batteries which lincd the bank; another porti(ju, with
which was the 14th Bengal Battalion, seized one of the large redoubts
in the camp, while the remainder, with which was Lord Cornwallis
himself, was hotly engaged with a large force of the ¢nemy, and on
the repulse of the latter withdrew towards Karighat hill, and even-
tnally joined the Right Column, which had wandered off in that
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direction in the dark, after the capture of the Tdgah Redoubt, The
Left Column, under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Maxiwell,
74th Highlanders, carried the defences of the Karighat hill without
much opposition, forced its way into the entrenched camp, and
eventually followed the lead of the Centre Column across the river.

Thronghout the 7th the enemy, who were still in possession of
several redoubts within the camp, made strenuous efforts to dislodge
the British from the positions they had gained, butin vain; and during
the night they abandoned the camp, and retired across the river into
the foriress of Seringapatam,

The loss of the British in the twenty-four hours’ fighting was 108
killed, 383 wounded, and 44 missing, making a total of 535 ; of this

| number, 28 of the killed, 101 of the wounded, and 11 of the missing,

140 in all, belonged to the Bengal troops, Lord Cornwallis was
slightly wounded, and Captain John Archdeacon, commanding the
15th Bengal Battalion, Licuienant-Fireworker Alexander Buchan,
Bengal Artillery, and Lieutenant Patrick Stewart, Bengal Engineers,
were amongst the killed,  The loss of the enemy was enormous : the
killed alone were estimated at 4,000, and with wounded, prisoners and
deserters the total loss was probably not less than 20,000. Seventy-
six pieces of cannon were taken in the camp and on the island.®

On the 16th of February, Major-General Abercromby arrived with
the Bombay force (about 6,000 strong, consisting of four British and
seven Native battalions, with a proportion of artillery), and on the
1gth he crossed the river and took up a position south-west of
the fort with three British and six Native battalions.

After several unsuccessful attempts to dislodge the detachmenis on
the island, and a sharp attack on the Bombay troops on the 2znd
February, in which the latter sustained casualties to the extent of
164 killed and wounded, Tippoo expressed a desire to treat. Hostili-
ties ceased on the 24th of February, and peace was concluded on
the r8th of March. By this treaty the Compary acquired a great
accession of territory, while large portions were ceded to the Nizam
and Mahrattas : an indemnity of three crores and thirty lakhs was
paid by Tippoo, and a grant from this, added to the prize-money of
the campaign, together with a gratuity from the Court of Directoss,

# These figures are taken from Lord Cornwallis® despateh, published in the
London Gamette of the 20d July 1792, They differ somewhat from thie higures
given by Dirom and other writers.—P. =
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1. produced a substantial sum for all ranks. The following were the
[ amounts received by the Native ranks :~—Subadar Lz7 125, Jemanar
', £13 165, Havildar 11 16s. 2d., other ranks L5 18s. 1d.
. The Army marched from Seringapatam on the 26th March, and in
+ July the Bengal detachment under Lieutenant-Colonel Cockerell en-
. camped at Nellore. It marched for its own presidency about the end
of September, having received the thanks of the Madras Government
. for its services. Its orderly conduct on the march through the
"' Northem Circars was brought to the special notice of the Governor-
" General, by whom the men"were thanked on their arrival at Calcutta. bea
¥(G.0.C. C,, 3rd January, 1793). Honorary standards were granted
Y (o each battalion, and medals conferred on the Native portion of the
! troops who had served in Mysore, andin 1820 the service was farther
| commemorated by the grant of permission 10 the surviving corps o
1 inscribe “ Mysorz ” on their colours. The men of the two volunteer
* batealions returned to their vespective regiments.
| The close of the war was marked by the reduction of the strength
""of ‘Bengal infantry battalions to the peace establishment of eight
"1 gompanies of 68 men each. The 15t Kegiment of Native Cavalry
" had previously (G. O.C. C., 13th january, 1792) been reduced to its
! former strength of three troops, :
' Early in 1793, at the request of the reigning Rajah, a detachment, Expedition to
{ consisting of fifteen comparnies of infantry, amengst which were the
 161h Battalion and a detachment of the 27th, was despatched under
/Captain Thomas Welsh to Assam, where it was engaged in the
" suppression of distarbances raised by a powerful body of rebels,
who had all but overturned the Rajah’s authority and had actually
.+ captured his capital, Gauhati. The rebels were routed and Gauhati
'+ recovered without dificully, but the disturbancee did not cease until
. the following year, and in a skirmish with some of the insurgents,
 in April, 1794, Lieutenant W. Cresswell, of the 27th Battalion, was/|
.4 killed. The troops were withdrawn from Assam in July, 1794 andi
the country soon relapsed into a state of anarchy. _ |
Barly in 1794, & threatened incursion by the Burmese from
..{ Arakan, intn the British province of Chittagong, necessitated the ?m“m 1atd
| assembly of ‘a small force to protect the frontier, The 3rd Euro- | Chitragoni.
.| pean Battalion, the 34th Native Battalion, and a detachment of]
artillery, the whole under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel |
| "Frskine, were on the frontier for sometime, but no hostilities took

Threatenad
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