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them and the Emperor; but lie desired, as appears from 
certain articles in their agreements, to combine bis duty 
to his sovereign with his friendship to the Mahrattas. 
He also wished to use the latter as auxiliaries : and an 
engagement* of four articles is chiefly directed against 
A liber Singh, Raja of Joudpoor, with whom he was 
then in a state of hostility. But death came seasonably 
to l’elease this great and accomplished prince"}" from 
a scene of intrigue, distraction, and guilt, in which, 
from his want of means to guide the storm that 
was around him, his character might have been soiled, 
but could not have been elevated. The last engage
ment lie concluded with the Mahrattas, from its 
date, could only have been settled a short period before 
^is death. Its first article is completely an offensive 
and defensive engagement. The second is remarkable:
't  supposes (probably on very good experience) the likeli
hood of Bajerow breaking his faith with the Emperor, 
'fey Singh states that he will prevent such an occur
ence; but, if it happens, he will follow the Paishwah.j 
fhe third and fourth articles are general; but by the 
hith he promises to pay attention to the interests ot 
s°me Rajpoot chiefs to the north of the Chumbul river,

* This offensive and defensive engagement is dated in the j ar 
"f the Sumbut 170S, and below 1141 of the Sorsun, the Arabic 
*ra used by the Mahrattas, which dates correspond with Hejira 1155 
au<f A.D. 17JI.

t He died a .d . 1742.
t  The literal translation from the original in the Rangree dialect 

I will be after you which may be interpreted either as imply- 
lug' continued friendship in all extremes, or hostility on a ohangp of 
Ujuduct. The latter is, fortunately_for the fame of Jey Singh, the 
^ost obvious reading,
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whom Ballajee had recommended, and to endeavour to 
establish them in their possessions, on their paying the 
tribute, provided the3r were firm in their u giance to 
the Emperor. This latter qualification proves, that he 
was still sensible to his duty in that quarter; and indeed 
it is probable he acted only a ministerial part, in all 
that related to the intercourse between Mahomed Shah 
and the Paishwah. In the concluding and most impor
tant article of the engagement alluded to, Jey Singh 
promises “ to procure, in the course of six mouths, the 
“ Emperor’s command for the issue of a Firmaun, or 
“ order, in the name of the Salioo Raja, and the trans- 
“ mission of the usual presents, also the Sunnuds, or 
“ deeds, for the Vicegerency of the Soobah of Malwa,
“ and the sanction to take tribute, as established by the 
“ Emperor, from the Rajas on this side (i. e. the North)
“ of the Chumbul.” This treaty was concluded on the 
fourteenth night of the Moon of Jeth, in the year of 
the Sumbut 1798, corresponding with A. D. 1741. Jey 
Singh died the next year. Few chiefs have attained 
higher or more merited reputation. The city of Jey- 
poor, which he built to perpetuate his name, exhibits in 
its splendid appearance the mind of its founder. The 
erection of an observatory, and its endowment at his 
new capital, shewed that the love of science was mixed 
with the other virtues and qualities of this prince, who 
completely fulfilled, during a long reign, the extraordi
nary promise he gave even in childhood. But he be
longs to the subject of this narration, only as a Chief 
who at some periods had power, and throughout his 
life great influence, over the whole of Central India, 
where his name is still fondly cherished by all, and parti-
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cularly by the Rajpoots. These deem him, and Jeswunfc 
Singh of Joudpoor, who is dear to them from his oppo- 
sitio ■ Aururmzeeb, the greatest of their race.

It is impossible not to suppose, that the influence of 
such a character as Jey Singh operated as some restraint 
on Ballajee; but the contempt of all morality, in their 
political arrangements, was with the Mahrattas avowed 
and shameless. We have a remarkable instance of this 
*n a note affixed to an engagement made by Ballajee 
and his uncle Chimnajee with the weak sovereign of 
Delhi: in which, after stating various conditions ot ser
vice that they bind themselves to perform, it is added, 

that Ballajee Row* intended in future to do every thing 
candour and sincerity dictated, to obey the Emperor s 
wishes as appeared best to his judgment, and to re
frain from the litigiousness he had formerly practised in 
causing unnecessary delays, &c., by pretended scruples, 
arising from the omission of a Firmaun, or other alleged 
informalities; neither would he in future endeavour to 
evade the performance of any duty or service by pie- 
tended want of cash, or any such groundless excuse.
The Emperor Mahomed Shah had appointed^* Ballajei

Tliis remarkable confession is attached to an engagement of nine 
articles given to the Emperor by Ballajee and his uncle Chimnajee, 
after the for' iad been nominated Soobahdnr of Malwa. It is 
believed to bo ibten in the Paishwah’s own hand ; and commences 
With stating that the agreement of nine articles had been made aftt c 
Ul,ich discussion, in the time of Khan Dowran, to please the Vi her,
;y advice of Row Kirpah Ram. The’flatter person was of some 

relebrity ; he was long Vakeel on the part of Jey Singh at Delhi, and 
VVas a personal favourite of Mahomed Shah, 

t This appointment is made hv two Sannuds, or deeds, the one d^ted 
twenty-second of Jumad-ul-Awul, and the other the eighteenth 

kujub, in the twenty-fourth year of the Emperor's reign.
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^-lo^lle^ooobalidar of Malwa; but there was at this period 
a remarkable indirectness in all proceedings betwixt the 
Emperor and the Paishwah ;—and the high office of Soo- 
bahdar of Malwa is, by a singular form, given in trust* 
to the \izier, to be bestowed upon the Paishwah. It is 
probable that the weak successor of Timur was ashamed 
of the concessions into which he was forced, and that 
this expedient originated in a desire to prevent his dig
nity being compromised by the form of the engagement. 
On these points the Mahratta chief was careless, and, 
so long as he advanced in the substance of power,f he

* This is the form in the second Sunnud, or deed, dated the 
eighteenth of Rujub.

t The great solicitude with which the Paishwah sought the title 
and power of Soobahdar of Malwa is proved by a variety of papers, 
propositions, and minor agreements, in which he is profuse of his 
professions of obedience and allegiance, in the event of his wishes 
being complied with. There is among these records a curious 
instance of Ballajee’s readiness to subscribe any thiug, and to 
endeavour by every means to promote his objects. In an engage
ment which he gave the Emperor, dated the twenty-third year 
of his reign (one year before he obtained the grant of Malwa), it 
is written in the preamble: •“ I. Eallajee Row Mookh Purdhan, 
" through the mediation of Asoph Jah ; ” and in anothor paper of the 
same purport and date, and which exactly corresponds on all other 
points, he not only omits the mention of this mediation, but states 
that he (the Paishwah) will not contract any friendship with Asoph 
Jah, or others, without the royal permission. It haB been conjectured 
that the first of these records was the original draft, but, not being 
approved by the Emperor, the other was substituted ; but it is much 
more probable, from both having been carefully preserved among the 
state-papers at Pooua, that one engagement was forwarded to the 
court of Delhi, and another to Nizam-ul-Moolk. Such a proceeding 
is quite conformable with the usage of Mahratta politicians, who, 
if they attain the object of the moment, are insensible to the disgrace 
of future detection and exposure.
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'viltmgly left the name of it to others. Ballajee appears, 
from other documents; to have extorted from the court of 
Delhi sums of money upon the most groundless and even 
insulting pretexts; amongst others a large sum which 
had been promised to his father, on the condition of 
his joining tire Emperor, on the invasion of Nadir, was 
claimed and extorted, though Bajerow had on that ncca- 
Slon not only kept aloof, but taken every advantage of 
the crisis to enlarge his possessions.

The gratitude of Ballajee, when he obtained the office 
°f Soobahdar of Malwa, was expressed in an engage
ment* from him and his uncle, which, though written

* The following is the translation of the articles of agreement of 
■Pundit Purdhan Ballajee Row, and Ckimnajee Row : —

“ As from beneficence and bounty the Soolmhdary of Malwa ha 
_ teen bestowed upon the servants Ballajee Row and Chimnajee Row,

We are willing to perform our service as follows :
1st. We wish to have the honour of enjoying the dignity of 

teing admitted to the august presence.
“ 2d. Wo promise that we shall not invade, plunder, or lay waste 

any country except Malwa.
« other Mahratta chief shall pass beyond the Ghauts of
(i Nerbudda, into any part of the Soobah of Hindustan. We take 

upon ourselves this responsibility.
„ . A respectable Mahratta officer, with a body of 500 horse, 

^kall always be present in the service of his Majesty.
„ We accept the sum which has this year been given ns as
„ Uam or g if t ; but in future we will not ask for a fraction from the 

 ̂cniirt, which is the centre of the world, and shall always remain 
S( ea(by and firm in our duty and allegiance.

11 o f W h e n e v e r  the victorious army' shall move abroad, a body 
u , 1,000 borse shall be furnished by us to accompany the camp:
» R̂ °uld more be required, their expenses must in that case be 

grayed by the enlightened presence.
^ 0 will not exact from the Zemindars beyond the river 

■' hnabul a fraction more than the established Paishkush, or tribute,

■ G° w \
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its stipulations ample proof of the real condition of 
those, who sought the promotion of their temporary 
interests by unmeaning professions of allegiance and 
obedience.

In the anxiety of Ballajee to obtain possession of 
Malwa, he had recourse to the measure, which has been 
before noticed, of making his chief generals become the 
guarantees of his good faith ; and the following docu
ment was given to Mahomed Shah to guard agaiust his 
future encroachments : “ We Rauojee Sindia, Mulharjee 
“ Holkar, Jeswunt Row Puar, and Pillajee Jadhoo, here- 
“ by give it under our hands, that, Ballajee Row Mookh 
“ Purdhan having agreed to serve his Majesty, should 
“ he hereafter desire to recede from his duty, we shall 
“ by our representations prevent his doing so; but if,
“ notwithstanding our endeavours, he still persists in 
“ withdrawing from his duty, we shall in that case quit 
“ the service of the Purdhan Pundit. In token of the 
“ same we have written the above as a deed.’ This

“ 8th. Should the enlightened presence issue an order for us to 
“ punish any petty Zemindars in that quarter, we shall furnish a 
“ quota of 4,000 horse, who will exert their endeavours to effect the 
“ object required.

“ 9th. With respect to the Jahgcers of Killahdars and the per- 
(• quisites of Canoongoes, Mooftees, &c., as also lands, pensions, and 
“ other charitable institutions emanating from the bounty of the 
“ enlightened presence, wo declare that we will not infringe upon 
“ them, but allow the full benefit of them to those on whom they 
“ have been bestowed, that they may employ themselves in uttering 
“ benedictions for his Majesty’s eternal prosperity.”

N. B. The note found on the envelope of this agreement has been 
before noticed. Vide page 75.
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document is dated the seventh of Rubee-ul-Awul, in the 
twenty-third year of the reign, a .d . 1743.

The retrospect of a few years gives a still more singu
lar character to this extraordinary record. Ranojee had 
carried the slippers of the father of the chief for whose 
conduct he now pledged himself, and Mulhar Row 
Holkar had only a few years before been attending a 
flock of goats, at his native village in the Deckan; but 
lfc was a period of revolution, and these persons were 
Row great military commanders, who had not only 
armies of their own, but interests, particularly North 
°1 the Nerbudda, cpiite distinct from those of the Paish- 
wah, whose history, indeed, subsequent to the events 
Acre stated, has little connexion with that of Central 
Ifldia; to illustrate which it will be necessary to give 
a concise account of the Mabratta families of Puar, 
Yindia, and Holkar, whose ancestors were employed in 
Ifle first reduction of this country, and to whom it after
wards became subject.

i
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CHAPTER IV.
i

The families of the Puars of Dhar and Deivass.

I n  the early periods of Mahratta history, the family 
of Puar appears to have been one of the most distin
guished* They were of a Rajpoot tribe, numbers of 
which had been settled in Malwa at a remote era ; from 
whence this branch had migrated to the Declcan. Se- 
vajee Puar, the first of the family that can be traced 
in the latter country, was a landholder ;*f* and his grand
sons Sambajee and Kalojee were military commanders, 
in the service of the celebrated Sevajee. Three sons 
of the former, Oudajee, Anund Row, and Jugdeo, served 
the successor of that prince (Sahoo Raja), during whose 
reign Oudajee attained considerable rank. Pie was not 
011I3' intrusted with a high command, but treated with 
great consideration, as appears by the style and purport 
of letters and deeds from Sahoo Raja and his minister 
Bajerovv, still in the possession of the family.

* This tribe has beta b'-fore notice'!,—Vide page 19.
f  He was Zemindar of Sopaut Kingee and Kurangaum in the 

Deckau.
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: Oudajce, eight years before Bajerow conquered Cen
tral India, was employed- to establish the predatory 
claims* of the Mahrattas over that country and Gu~ 
zerat.f He however offended the Paishwah ; who first 
deprived him of all power, and, having afterwards im
prisoned^ him, raised his younger brother, Anund Row, 
to the head of the family. From this event occurring 
before the division of the territories of Malwa, the latter 
is considered the founder of the Principality of Dhar.

It is a curious coincidence that the success Qf the 
Mahrattas should, by making Dhar the capital of Anund 
Row and his descendants, restore the sovereignty of a 
race who had seven centuries before been expelled from 
the government of that city and territory. But the 
present family, though of the same tribe (Puar), claim 
no descent§ from the ancient Hindu Princes of Malwa. 
Ihey have, like all the Khetri tribes who became incor-

* Chout, Sirdaismookhee, &c., &c.
t Oudajee entered Guzerat, but made no permanent impression in 

that province, in which, as has been before stated, Bandiah and Pil- 
lajee Gnickwar had established themselves. The latter, after some 
warfare, obliged Oudajee, in a . d . 1726, to retire into Malwa, and to 
abandon the forts of Dubboy and Baroda, which he had occupied. 
Baroda became the capital of Pillajee, and has continued that of his 
descendants.

t  Oue account states that Oudajee escaped from prison and fled to 
the Decknn, where he died in obscurity at the village of Mooltau near 
1 oona. Thus far is certain, that his name never again occurs in Mah- 
ratta history: and this circumstance, .connected with, his former 
lame, had given rise to suspicious that his death was hastened by the 
policy of Bajerow, and the fears of his successor Anund Row, whose 
< e ection to the Paishwah is considered to have been the chief cause 
of his brother’s fall.

9 l he Rajas of the petty principality of Soont assert their title 
to this proud lineage.

F

(* ( m  ) * i  PUARS OF DHAR. V S ^ I



pora^ed with the Mahrattas, adopted, even in their 
modes of thinking, the habits of that people. The 
heads of the family, with feelings more suited to chiefs 
of that nation than Rajpoot princes, have purchased the 
office of Potail,* or head man, in some villages in the 
Deckan; and their descendants continue to attach value 
to their ancient, though humble, rights of village offi
cers in that quarter. Notwithstanding that these 
usages, and the connexions they formed, have amalga
mated this family with the Mahrattas, they still claim, 
both on account of their high birth, arid being officers 
of the Rajas of Sattara (not of the Paishwahs), rank 
and precedence over the house of Sindia and Holkar; 
and these claims, even when their fortunes were at the 
lowest ebb, were always admitted as far as related to 
points of form and ceremony. The late Jeswunt Row 
Holkar and Dowlet Row Sindia were, indeed, forward to 
acknowledge their superior rank, at the very moment they 
were usurping their power and despoiling their territories.

Anund Row Puar was vested with authority to col
lect the Mahratta share of the revenue of Mahva and 
Guzerat in a , d. 1734. This commission, however, could 
hardly have been acted upon, as the Paishwah, Bajerow,

* I have seen this Sunnud for the office or Potail to the village of 
Komtar, in the Pergunnah of Janneer, which was purchased for 
1112 rupees and a horse by Anund Row Puar, in A. D. 1710. The son 
of Anund Row, JeswuDt Row Puar, bought the half of the office of 
Potail of the village, of Kungaom, in the Pergunnah of Kundoh, in 
the province of Jatmoeh, in A. 0 . 1734, when Prince of Dhar ; he paid 
7ol rupees for the purchase. These offices, which with their smalt 
immunities were ocasionally disturbed in the time of the Paishwahs, 
nave been eagerly reclaimed since the British authority was extended 
over the Poona territories.

\ - V m >  A /  PUARS OF DHAR. ' n i  I  i
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became Soobahdarof the former province in the ensuing 
year, and whatever forms the policy of the Mahrattas 
might have led them to observe, they were substantially 
the sovereigns of Malwa from this date. Anund Row 
soon afterwards settled at Dhar, which province, with 
the adjoining districts, and the tributes of some neigh
bouring Rajpoot chiefs, were assigned for the support of 
himself and his adherents.

Anund Row died a . d. 1749, and was succeeded by his 
son Jeswunt Row Puar, who accompanied the Paishwah 
to Hindustan, and was one of the many distinguished 
leaders * who fell in the celebrated action which the

Jeswunt Row Punr had attained high consideration amongst the 
Mahrattas, and is spoken of as alike remarkable for his kindness and 
valour by the inhabitants of Malwa, who cherish many traditions of 
his fame. The following anecdote of this chief was related to me by 
one of my most respectable Native writers, Ifhealee Ram, who had at 
one period the management of Bersiah. He said, that about thirty
j cars ago he had a long conversation with Himmut Singh, the here
ditary Choudry, or chief officer of the district (then eighty years of 
aSG), who praised the goodness and high spirit of Jeswunt Row Puar 
extremely. When the Bhow was encamped on the river near Bersiah, 
Himmut Singh told him that Jeswunt Row took him and some others 
to the tent of the commander to see what was going on. “ Jeswunt 

Row had gone to the inner tent to pay his respects, while I with 
; other Zemindars (Himmut Singh observed) sat myself down at the 

entrance of the outer. Three Mahfatta chiefs di ;mounting from 
their horses, and having no horsekeepers, bade me and two others 

(i ^Md them while they went into the tent of the Bhow. Wo did so.
( Jes'vunt Row, on coming out, enquired how we came to have such 
<( ocoupations ; when informed of what ha'! occurred, he exclaimed.
„ ln ;uSer' ‘Who dares degrade my Zemindars into horsekeepers?’
„ antt then turning bo us, said, 1 Mount these animals and ride them 
i, g?me’ they are your property.’ We readily obeyed (said Himmut 
ii j ln  ̂ " anJ never heard more upon the subject, but kept our excol- 

ent horses and their tine housings.”

• Go ^ X
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xMafaimt;as, commanded by Sadasbeo Bhow, the Paish- 
avah’.s brother, fought at Paniput, against the combined 
Mahomedan armies, under the Afghan sovereign Ahmed 
Shah Abdallee. Kundee Row, the son of Jeswunt Row, 
Avas a minor * when his father was slain, and the man
agement of the family possessions fell to a Brahmin of 
the name of Madhoo R oav Ourekur. From this period 
the petty state of Dhar appears to have declined. The 
Mahratta chiefs in Malwa, in their turn, took advantage 
of the weak and distracted state of this principality ; 
and its ruin seemed at one period inevitable, when the 
Avell-known Ragobah, who brought misfortune on all 
Avho supported him, sent his family for refuge to Dhar, 
Avhich was immediately surrounded by a detachment of 
the combined forces of his enemies. Anundee Baee, 
his principal Avife, Avho had just been delivered of 
BajeroAV (the last of the Paisliwahs), was within the 
fort; and the object of the assailants was to obtain 
possession of her and the young prince. As Kundee 
Row had openly joined the standard of Ragobah, his 
countries in Malwa were resumed, and their restora
tion was the price given for the surrender of Anundee 
Baee and her child,j* avIio Avere carried prisoners to

* He was only two years and a half olcl.
t The infant who was so early doomed to a prison might have been 

pitied ; but none commiserat ed his depraved ambitious mother, who, 
when the young unfortunate Paishwah Narrainjee Row', flying from 
his murderers, was clasping his arms round his uncle and imploring 
life, rushed from her apartment and nnknit the boy’s hands, and 
throw him with violence from Ragobah. He met the fate to which, 
it is believed by almost all Mahrattas, she, from a desire to raise her
self and children, was the chief cause of his being doomed. Rago
bah (that name of ill omen to all, and to none more than the Eng-
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the Deckan. The orders in the name of Paishwah Ma- 
dhoo Row, directing the restoration of the different 
districts in Malwa to Kundee Row, explain specifically 
their tenure to be for the support * of troops; indeed, 
that was the only grant ever made to military chiefs, and 
no other appeal's to have been sought. It was, accord
ing to the practice of this loose state, no check to usur
pation ; and it gave them, when the paramount power 
was strong, an excuse with themselves and others for 
submission, which was congenial to their habits. The 
usage that rendered military command, as well as civil 
charge, hereditary, made them confident that their des
cendants would keep possession under this tenure, as 
long as they could under any other; for they well knew, 
from the principles of their empire, that, when they 
ceased to be able to defend themselves, no titles, however 
valid, would save them from ruin.

Kundee Row Puar had married the daughter of Go- 
vind Row Guickwar, by whom he had one son, born six 
months after his death. This prince, who was called 
Anund Row, remained at Baroda, the capital of his

liph), who is considered by his countrymen as being’ weaker than he 
was wicked, continued through lifo under the influence of this bold 
l>ad woman, of whom I never heard a Mahmtta speak but with dis
gust and indignation.

* It war by accident I discovered the deed for this tenure, which is 
termed Serinjam. The Pundit of Dhar shewed some alarm ; at which 
I smiled, and told him hie master had now the best tenure in India, a 
treaty with the British Government, and no retrospect could or would 
he taken to his former rights. He said he believed so, but that fnony 
stories were told of our giving a c mstruotion to the terms of grants, 
which, though liberal and perhaps just, was not consistent with the 
manner in which they were understood by Mahrattas.

PT7ARS OF D H A R . C f i L j



grandfather, till he was seventeen years of age, when 
he proceeded to D har; and, though at first opposed by 
the Dewau Rung Row Ourekur, he succeeded in estab
lishing himself in his principality.

From the date of Anund Row’s return, the history of 
the Puars of Dhar presents one series of misfortunes; 
and during the last twenty years the efforts made by its 
princes have had less the character of a contest for power, 
than a struggle for existence. The Mahratta chieftains 
Holkar* and Sindia were amongst its principal despoilers.

* Jeswunt- Row Holkar received the rebellious minister, Rung Row 
Ourekur, who claimed his protection, in the most friendly manner, 
and, while he carried on an ineffectual negotiation to reconcile him to 
his master, plundered and laid waste the country. The minister, 
however, finding that Jeswunt Row could not accomplish his views, 
went to the Deckan, where he succeeded in instigating Dowlet Row 
Sindia to attack Dhar, A. D. 1807. That prince at first demanded thirty 
lacs of rupees from this petty state, asserting that he had orders 
from the Paishwali to resume its lands, which he threatened to enforce 
if this requisition was not complied with. After a great effort, two 
lacs of rupees were raised, which were given, with an order for four 
more upon the Kotah tribute ; but this was only a part of the loss which 
the conduct of Ourekur brought upon this principality. The districts 
of Aggur and Soneil, which had been granted to that minister for his 
support, were by him made over to Sindia ; and the hostilities of 
the latter did not stop, till he had despoiled Anund Row of the 
principal part of his possessions, a . d . 1803. Those in Harrowtee 
were all seized, and Dhar was a second time attacked by one of his 
leaders, Juggah Bappoo, who extorted a considerable sum from its 
ruler. In two years afterwards (A. d . 1807) another of these, Sambajee 
Jugha, made war upon this declining principality, and took, after an 
action fought at Budnawur, the whole of that district, to satisfy the 
demand made by order of Sindia for seventy-five thousand rupees. 
\  desire to regain his country led to this amount being raised and 
paid by Anund Row ; but, during this transaction, that unfortunate 
pnnee died. This event, with the confusion that ensued, was made
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Anund Row, after some vain efforts to preserve his ter
ritories, died. His power devolved on liis widow, Meenali 
Baee.* This princess was pregnant when her husband 
died, and, fearing the designs of Moraree Row, an illegi-

the pretext of keeping both the money and the territory. Anund 
Bow is believed to have been poisoned by his sister, who was of a 
very bad and dissolute character. Her supposed object was the, 
government, which she would have exercised in the name of some 
child she meant to adopt. These hopes, if ever entertained, were 
completely frustrated ; she was seized and put to death, with several 
real or presumed accomplices, a few days after her brother’s death.

About the period of these transactions, Mheer-Khan seized on 
Bersiah, a district of the Puars, and made it over to Kurreem Khan 
Pindarry. Some years afterwards the Pergunnahs of Tal and 
Mundawul were seized by Jeswunt Row Holkar, and granted to 
Gliuffoor Khan for the support of troops. While the territories of 
this state in Malwa were taken and partitioned by every description 
of plunderers, the Dewan, why had been the chief cause of these 
misfortunes, after a reconciliation with Anund Row, which led him to 
stay at Dhar a few months, fled to Poona, where he completed the 
rum of his prince, by persuading Bajerow to seize upon his posses
sions in the Deckan.

Rung Row Ourekur is still alive, and resident at Poona. He is 
represented as being an able man ; and while he had the sole manage
ment of the affairs of Dhar, it was well governed. His desire w.tc. 
that Anund Row should remain at Baroda with his mother ; but, 
when the impetuosity of that prince (for, though only seventeen 
years of age, he is said to have acted upon the impulse of his feel
ings) led to his sudden appearance in his own territories, and to a 
rupture with the Dewan, the latter, governed by ambition, seems to 
havu found a malignant pleasure in giving his aid to destroy the state 
which he could not continue to rule : and he lately made an unsuc
cessful attempt to defraud his prince of some small rights of inherit
ance in the Poona territories, which he pretended had been assigned 
for his support.

Meenah Baee was niece of Gahena Baee, the widow of Govirnl 
iow Guickwar, a woman of considerable ability, whose influence had 

ior many years been paramount at the court of Baroda.
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timate son of Jeswunt Row Puar, wlio had formed a 
party at I)liar, she went to Mandoo, where she was 
delivered of a son called Ramchunder Row Puar. This 
event gave strength to her cause ; and the commandant* 
of the fort of Dhar remaining faithful, obliged Moraree 
Row to have recourse to deceit. Meenah Baee was 
persuaded, by his professions of obedience and attach
ment, to come to the capital ; but, instead of being 
permitted to proceed to the fort, was compelled to occu
py a place in the town, where she was immediately 
besieged by the troops of her enemy, who even attempt
ed to burn the house’f in which she and her adherents 
lived. But her spirit was not to be subdued. While 
this contest was carrying on, she exchanged her child 
with that of a peasant’s wife, and, keeping the latter, 
die instructed the woman to carry the young Raja to 
the fort, which was effected during the night. Moraree 
Row, the moment he discovered what had occurred, 
threatened vengeance; but the exulting mother told 
him he might wreak his rage on her as he pleased,— 
she was indifferent, now the prince who represented the 
family was beyond his power. She had sent the com
mandant a message imploring him to defend her son to the 
last, and to be heedless of her fate. Moraree Row, after •

* Killahdar.
t I listened with pleasure when at Dhar, in December, 1818, to the 

animated detail which Meenah Baee gave me of those events. “ Ask 
Bappoo Raghunanth," she said, “ and others who are near you. what 
advice they gave me, when the house in which I lived was ready to 
he enveloped in flames. They intreated me to fly ; but I told them 
f would remain where my honour required I should, and if the pur
pose of my enemy was accomplished, it would be a Suttee (self- 
sac ifice by a female) worthy of my late huRbaud.”



an unsuccessful attempt to take the fort, fled upon hear
ing that a body of troops from Guzerat were hastening 
to the relief of Meenah Baee. The desperate condition 
of the principality had led the Regent Princess to apply 
every where for aid. Sindia (in spite of his having 
been the principal despoiler) was solicited to save the 
legitimate heir from ruin. The British Government was 
courted, through the Resident at Baroda, to interpose its 
protection. But it did not suit the convenience or poli
cy of these states to interfere. The intreaties, danger, 
and spirited exertions of Meenah Baee, at last interested 
her relations and friends in Guzerat so far, that a force 
under Succaram Chimnajee* was sent to her support.

The avowed object of this aid was to save the princi
pality of Dhar from destruction ; but it was, no doubt, 
in contemplation that it might eventually become a 
dependance of the Guickvvar Government, and the 
immediate expedition was looked to as a source ol pro
fit and strength to the individuals who had projected, 
and were employed upon it. The latter speculation was 
completely frustrated; a load of debt was incurred with
out any adequate advantage. Succaram died, and his 
place was supplied by one of his officers, Bap poo Raghu- 
nautfi, who, though he failed in realizing the hopes of the 
court of Baroda, succeeded by his activity and energy, 
which were supported by the confidence and courage 

t °5 Meenah Baee, in keeping "this petty state alive, 
t'U those revolutions occurred which have restored it 
vthough with reduced territories) to a condition of peace

®ncoarww Chimnajee was th<, brother of Scetarani, the minister 
p . ai0^a’ wh° supported in this measure by the influence of 

a u;na Baee, the aunt of Meenah Baee.
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and permanent security far beyond wliat it bad ever 
known.

The history of this change is short. During the last 
few years. Meeuah Baee, aided by her Guzerat friends, 
carried on a petty warfare with Moraree Row for the 
possession of the principality, and made incursions on 
the territories of neighbouring Rajpoot chiefs to support 
her troops; for the country was rendered destitute of 
regular revenue, and they, like others, had no resource 
but plunder.

The son of Anund Row died, but his mother, sanc
tioned by the Hindu law, and by the concurrence of 
neighbouring princes,* immediately adopted her sister’s 
son, who was of about the same age, and seated him on 
the Musnud, under the name of Ramchunder Puar. 
Moraree Row, after several vicissitudes, was ultimately 
compelled to leave the country, and soon after died. 
The district of Kooksee was wrested from Dhar by the 
Mulcranee chief Moozuffer, who, having settled with a 
body of his countrymen in the strong country of Ally 
Mohun, situated between Guzerat and Dhar, had made 
himself formidable to the latter, and several other petty 
states, on the plunder of which he in fact subsisted. 
The Guzerat troops of Seetaram almost all retired to that 
province. Detachments of Siiulia’s entered the Dhar terri
tories to levy contributions ; and within the last five years 
it has been subject to frequent predatory attacks from the 
Pindarries, and the different leaders of Holkar’s army.

At the commencement of the year in which the British

’ Both Dowlet Row Sindia and Joswuut Row Holkar concurred in 
this adoption.
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troops entered Malwa, Dhar was the only possession that 
remained to Ramchunder Puar, and the whole revenues 
of the principality did nob amount to more than thirty- 
five thousand rupees; but, while Meenah Baee and her 
adopted son lived in the fortress, Bappoo Raghunauth, 
with a rabble of an army, amounting to eight or nine 
thousand men, plundered the country, and levied con
tributions from Doongurhpoor to Nemaur. The advance 
of the British armies afforded advantages which were 
not neglected. Dovvlet Row Sindia was opportunely 
reminded of the gross injustice of his keeping the dis
trict of Budnawur, after the money it had been pledged 
for was paid. His aid to recover Bersiah from the 
Pindarry chief Kurreem was also solicited; and it was 
intimated, that should he refuse compliance, the Puar 
prince must seek justice from the British Government, 
now the arbiters of India. The court of Gualior was 
not at that moment willing such a reference should be 
made. Budnawur was given back, and a promise made 
by hindias Government to use its influence in effecting 
the recovery of Bersiah. But the latter district, from its 
being occupied by Piudarries, fell an early conquest 
•to the English arms. I t  was, however, granted to the 
family of Dhar, to whom the protection of the British 
Government has been extended, in a manner which has 
already restored their distracted and wasted country to a 
condition of order and tranquillity.

The revenues of the petty state of Dhar will be here
after noticed.

Raja Ramchunder Puar is a fine boy, twelve years of 
aSe- The regent Meenah Baee, who is still young in 
years, though old in the vicissitudes of life, entertains

• eo ^ X
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tne most lively gratitude towards the British Govern- 
ment; and Bappoo Raghunauth, the minister of Dhar, 
is now displaying as much zeal and energy in promoting 
cultivation and tranquillity, as he did two years ago in 
plundering the country, and disturbing the general peace. 
When this active and intelligent man was upbraided 
with his former practices, and asked how lie could 
assemble and maintain an army of eight thousand men, 
without the means of paying eight hundred, his answer* 
was prompt: “ Can you contemplate what has occurred, 
“ and blame the foresight that succeeded, by keeping 
‘ up the contest on any terms, in preserving the title 
to a principality ? With respect to our being plun
derers, he added, “ there was no other class in Malwa. 

" I ’he course pursued was the only one left to protract 
r the existence of this petty sta te ; and we were from 
year to year in hopes that the extremity of misery to 

“ which the country was reduced would cause some great 
“ change. That has now occurred{ and you will judge 
“ by the future, whether we are worthy of better fortune 
“ than wre before enjo}red.”

ihe Puars ol Dew ass, though their possessions are 
very limited, merit a short mention as chiefs of rank, 
and also from the singular construction of their power. 
Ihe country they still enjoy was originally granted to 
two brothers, and has continued for more than a century 
in equal shares of both authority and revenue to their 
descendants.

It has been before stated, that Sevajee Puar had

the answer from Bappoo Raghunauth is taken from my notes of 
the first conference I had with him.

‘ e°lfcX



^3srflugratidsons, Sainbajee and Kalojee.* The former, as 
has been related, was ancestor to the princes of Dhar. 
Kalojee s two sons, Tukajee and Jewajee, came with 
Lajerow into Malwa ; and in the subsequent division of 
that province, they obtained possession of several dis
tricts, f This family afterwards received the grant of a 
district in Bundelcund.f and of one in Hindustan.§ 
These two latter possessions they have lost; but the 
remainder have continued (though often overrun, and at 
times usurped, by other powers) in the family. Though 
their name always obtained them some respect from 
their more powerful Mahratta neighbours, the Puars of 
Dew ass have suffered, throughout the last thirty years, 
the extreme of misery. They have been, in fact, the 
sport of every change. With territories situated in the 
most distracted part of Central India, and unable to 
maintain any force, they have alternately been plun- 
deied and oppressed, not only by the governments of 
Sindia and Holkar, but by the Pindarry chiefs, and in
deed every freebooter of the day. A detail of their 
history during the last twenty-five years leaves an im
pression of wonder at their being in existence, or having 
an inhabited village in their country. But all that be
longed to them in Malwa is now restored.[| and their 
pett} principality (under the protection of the British

ih e  Puars of Dewass have given, mo an account of the family 
by which Kalojee is stated to be the elder brother.

t Ihe districts first ceded to the sous of Kalojee were Dewais. 
Saruugpoor, and Allote, in Malwa. 

t  Hummerpoor. § Kundelah.
a aruu8Poor, which had been seized by Sindia, was restored to 

lar., Iteu ass at the conclusion of the Pindarry war. Their
tber possessions in Malwa, though desolated, had not been alienated.
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g^vornmenfc, winch 1ms concluded a treaty with them), 
is rising into prosperity, and promises at an early period 
a larger revenue than they have ever yet enjoyed.

The first chiefs of Dewass had a quarrel, which led to 
a division of lands and villages ; but the original union 
of power and authority has been revived in their des
cendants. Tukajee, the elder of the present Rajas, is 
the grandson of Tukajee, one of the first possessors; 
while Anund Row, his cousin, is the adopted son of the 
grandson of Jewajee. They are equal in rank and pre
tensions, and share equally in all receipts. An inquiry 
was made into their exact relations, to ascertain how 
they were to be treated in points of form and ceremony.
I t  was explained by one of their officers saying with a 
smile, “ If a lime is presented by a villager, it must bo 
" cut into equal parts and divided between our two 
“ Rajas.” I t  was early found, that, though their chiefs 
■were personally on good terms, their principal servants 
often came in collision; and in making arrangements for 
their future welfare, a primary object was to induce 
them to appoint one minister. To this they ■ agreed ;* 
and the nomination of a respectable old servant of the 
family to this office, has tended greatly to the improve- 

' ment of their territories.

* The arrangement was facilitated by the hereditary minister of 
one uf these Rajas being a minor.

■ e° i j x
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CHAPTER V.

Family of Sindia.

|  The family of Sindia are Sudras of the tribe of 
h Koombee, or cultivators. Ranojee Sindia, the first who 
j became eminent as a soldier, had succeeded to his here

ditary office of head man, or Potail, of Kumarkerrah in 
the district of Wye, before he was taken into the service 
of the Paishwah Ballajee Bishwanath, after whose death 
he continued in that of his son Bajerow Bullal. The 
humble employment of Ranojee was to carry the Paish- 
wall’s slippers; but being near the person of the chief 
minister of an empire in any capacity, is deemed an 
honour in India. The frequent instances of rapid rise 
from the lowest to the highest rank led men of respect
ability to seek such stations; and it is probable that 
ambition, not indigence, influenced the principal officer 
of a village to become, in the first instance, the menial 
servant of Ballajee Bishwanath. Ranojee’s advance
ment, however, is imputed to accident. I t is stated*

* This anecdote receives confirmation from a letter of Captain 
Stewart, Acting Resident at Stadia's court, dated 3rd September, 1319 : 
" b^nojee (he observes) is stated, after he was promoted, to have
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\5&ai>'Bajerow, on coming out from a long audience 
with the Sahoo Raja, found Ranojee asleep on his 
back, with the slippers of his master clasped with 
fixed hands to his breast. This extreme care of 
so trifling a charge struck Bajerow forcibly : he ex
pressed his satisfaction, and, actuated by motives com
mon to men in the enjoyment of such power, he 
immediately appointed Ranojee to a station in the Pagah, 
or body-guard. From this period his rise was rapid; 
and we find him, when Bajerow came into Malwa, in 
the first rank of Mahratta chiefs, subscribing a bond of 
security to the Emperor Mahomed Shah for the good 
conduct of his master. Ranojee appears to have been a 
very enterprising active soldier. His expenses went 
far beyond his means : and he was indebted for consider
able pecuniary aid to Mulhar Row Holkar, with whom 
he formed an intimate connexion. He died in Malwa, 
and was interred near Shujahalpoor, at a small village 
called from him Ranagurige,

Ranojee Sindia had been married in the Deckan to a 
woman* of his own tribe, by whom he had three sons 
Jeypah, Duttagee, and Juttobah; the two eldest of 
whom became distinguished commanders.f

carried with him carefully packed in a box. a pair of the Paish-wah's 
old slippers, which ho never ceased to regard with almost religious 

“veneration as the source of his rise.”
* Her name was Meonah Baee.
t Joypah, who had been employed upon the earliest expeditions to 

Malwa, was, after many vicissitudes of fortune, mas.aered at Nagpoor 
hy two Ilhattore I!ajpoots, employed by Bajee Singh. Hajn of Joud- 
poor, against whom he wa > advancing at the head of a large forev 
Duttajee, who had accompanied Ragonauth Itow in his conquests as

' G°i& X
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also two sons by a Rajpoot woman, a native 
of Malwa, Tukajee and Madhajee Sindia; the latter of 
Atfliom became the head* of the family. His character 
early developed itself; and his rise to a station, to which 
he had no right from birth, does not appear to have been 
disputed. This chief was present at the battle of Pani- 
put. He fled from the disastrous field, but was pursued 
to a great distance by an Afghan, who, on reaching him, 
gave him so severe a cut on the knee Avith a battle-axe, 
that he was deprived for life of the use of his right leg. 
His enemy, content with inflicting this Avound, and strip
ping him of some ornaments and his mare, left him to 
his late. He was first discovered by a water-carrier, of 
the name of Rana Khan.f who was among the fugitives • 
this man, placing him upon his bullock, carried him « 
towards the Deckan. Madhajee used frequently to re
count the particulars of this pursuit. His fine Deckany 
rnaie_ carried him a great way ahead of the strong 
ambling animal upon Avhicli the soldier who had marked 
him tor his prey Avas mounted ; but, Avhenever he rested 
foi an interval, however short, his enemy appeared 
keeping (he same pace; at last his fatigued mare fell

far North as Lahore, was defeated and stain on the plain of Rudber, 
near Delhi. .Tuttobah, the younger brother, died ut Kamber, near 
Deeg in Hindustan.

Junkajee, the son of Jeypah, succeeded to be the head of the 
atnily 0n the death of Rauojee, but he was slain at Paniput almost 

immediately after his accession to power
* Hls servico was gratefully rewarded. Rana Khau, the water- 
rrier, was afterwards Siyled the Bliaee, or brother of Madhajee 

w'tl l8f ra'E I ^le ®rst commands in his army, and afterwards loaded 
r ,, °'v°urs- P is grandson (a weak young man) still enjoys some 

e Jahgeers that were granted to his ancestor.

a
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infe-Ti ditch. He was taken, wounded, spit upon, and 
left. H< used to say to the British Resident at his 
Court, the late General Palmer, that the circumstance 
had made so strong an impression upon his imagination, 
that he could not for a long time sleep without seeing 
the Afghan and his clumsy charger pacing after him and 
his fine Deckany mare !

The survivors ,of the Mahrattas fled from the field of 
Paniput to the Deckan, and for a period the nation 
seemed stunned with the effects of that dreadful day ;* 
hut the return of Ahmed Shah Abdallee to Cabul, and 
the contests among the Hahomedan nobles for the differ
ent provinces of the dissevered empire, enabled them to 
reoccupy Central India, and again overspread Hin
dustan.

The family of Sindia, with that of other Mahratta 
chiefs, had lost by the battle of Paniput their possessions 
in Hindustan and Malwa. Madhajee Sindia, however, 
independently of his being the most distinguished leader 
of the household horsef of Ballajce, who had succeeded 
his father Bajerow in the imperial office of Paishwah, 
had entertained a large military establishment of his 
own; and the death of Mulhar Row, the founder of the 
family of Holkar, which took place three years after the 
defeat of Paniput, made him the first in power of the 
Mahratta military chiefs. His behaviour on the occur-

* Few notions have been attended with greater carnage. The lowest 
at which the loss of the Mahratta array is estimated, is more than 
two hundred thousand men, half of whom were slain ; and the 
moral effect was still greater. The armies of the nation had collect
ed for the struggle, and defeat was for a moment felt as the annihi
lation of their power, 

t  Pagah.
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rfegemf Mnlhar Row’s death was generous towards the 
family. When Ragobah, the uncle of the Paishwah,* 
desired to coerce Ahalya Baee, the widow of Mulhar 
Row’s son, and the representative of the family, into 
an arrangement that would have destroyed its power, 
Madhajee,f though he offered his personal service as 
belonging to the household troops of the Paishwah, 
refused to command the army which he had collected 
independently of that prince, to act against the family 
of so distinguished a leader. His example was followed 
by Jannojee Biionslah of Nagpoor, and the designs of 
Ragobah were frustrated.

The Mahrattas having, three years after the battle of 
Paniput, collected an army of considerable force,£ march
ed into Hindustan, under Yisajee Krishna,§ who com
manded on the part of the Paishwah, and received a 
nominal obedience from Madhajee Sindia. But that 
chief had now commenced his own plans for forming a 
separate, it not independent sovereignty. He had suc
ceeded to all those assignments of lands made to his 
father to pay the troops of the family ; and both in Cen
tral India and Hindustan, Raja after Raja was laid under

* Madhoo Row, son of Ballajeo.
t It may be doubted whether this conduct was altogether gratuitous. 

Ahalya Baeo had come into the possession of a fuU treasury, and there 
is reason to believe she used some of its contents, with other moans, 
to gain the friendship of Madhajee Sindia and the Bhou-lah on this 
emergency.

t  This expedition was directed against Xujceb lid Dowlah, who had 
succeeded to the management of attains at Delhi, which he conducted 
in the name of the weak Shah Allum.

§ Wsajeo Krishna was long Beenee Wallah, or quartermaster-gen 
eni! o£ tlie Mahratta armies.

' G°t& X



cbfifritation, and district after district added to the ter
ritory he governed, in the name of the Paishwah; and 
although the share of the latter in these possessions was 
only nominal, his commands were made the pretext of 
exactions and conquests, from which his own territories 
were not exempt; for Madhajee Sindia took full advan
tage of the dissensions that occurred at Poona after the 
death of Ballajee, to usurp, as far as lie could, the rights 
and lands of the head of the empire to the North of the 
Nerbudda. The detail of the progress of this system of 
spoliation of both friend and foe is not necessary: suffice 
it to say, this able chief was the principal opposer of the 
English in the war they carried on in favour of Ragobah. 
He was the nominal slave, but the rigid master, of the 
unfortunate Shah Allum, Emperor of Delhi; the pretend
ed friend, but the designing rival, of the house of Hol- 
kar ; the professed inferior in all matters of form, but the 
real superior and oppressor, of the Rajpoot princes of 
Central India; and the proclaimed soldier, but the actual 
plunderer, of the family of the Paishwah.

Although by the treaty of Salbaee, Sindia was recog
nized, as far as related to the British Government, an 
independent prince, he continued to observe, on all other 
points which referred to his connexion with the Poona 
Government, the most scrupulous attention to forms *

* Madhajee Sindia originally transacted all affairs in the name of 
the Paishwah. and not only his ministers, but all his public servants, 
even to his Chobdars, or mace-bearers, were called the Paishwah’s ; 
but during the minority of Sovaee Madhoo Row. when Nana Fur- 
navese was Dewan, all Sindia’s possessions South of the Chumbul were 
made over to bis direct authority. In the conquests made North of 
' he Chumbul, the Paishwali’s name was used, and two principal officers 
from Poona attended Madhajee to guard the interests of the chief of

I  )■) FAMILY OF SINDIA. ' n i l



FAMILY 0F SINDIA.

When he became master of Shah Allum and his capital, 
he made the degraded Emperor sign a commission ap
pointing the Paishwah vicegei’ent* of the empire, and 
received from the head of the Mahratta state one as his 
Deputy in that high office; but when he came to Poona, 
during the rule of the second Madhoo Row, a scene was 
exhibited, which stands perhaps alone amid all the mum
mery to which the mock humility of artful and ambitious 
leaders has resorted to deceive the world. The actual 
sovereign of Hindustan from the Sutleje to Agra, the 
conqueror of the princes of Rajpootana, the commander 
of an army composed of sixteen battalions of regular 
infantry, live hundred pieces of cannon, and one hundred 
thousand horse, the possessor of two-thirds of Malwa 
and some of the finest provinces in the Deckan, when he 
went to pay his respects to a youth who then held the 
office of Paishwah, dismounted from his elephant at the 
gates of Poona; placed himself in the great hall of audi
ence below all the Mankarries, or hereditary nobles of 
the state ; and when the Paishwah came into the room, 
and desired him to be seated with others, he objected on 
the ground of being unworthy of the honour, and, unty
ing a bundle that he carried under his arm, produced a 
Pair of slippers, which he placed before Madhoo Row, 
saying, “ This is my occupation; it was that of my 
' father.” Madhajee, at the moment he said this, took

the empire. On first entering Hindustan, seme grants were made in 
the Paishwah s name ; but when the latter was nominated Vakeel ul 
- ootlik at Delhi, these were recalled, and regular Sunnuds given in 
the name of the Emperor with the seal of the Paishwah as Minister, 
auii of Madhajee as his Deputy.

Vakeel ul Mootlik.
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the old slippers* the Paishwah had in use, which he 
wrapped up carefully, and continued to hold them under 
his arm ; after which, though witli apparent reluctance, 
he allowed himself to be prevailed upon to sit down. 
This was not the oidy instance in which Madhajee Sin- 
dia professed to feel pride, instead of shame, at the recol
lection of the origin of his family, as well as of its first 
occupations. He had added to their property as Mah- 
ratta Ryots in the Deckun, by some purchases, and he 
desired to be called by the title he derived from his hum
ble inheritance. The feeling was national, and made him 
popular; but he had, no doubt, other motives: these 
indeed are described in a common saying in India, “ that 
“ Madhajee Sindia made himself the sovereign of an em- 
“ pire, by calling himself a Potail, or headman of a village.” 
But though we may smile at a conduct which appeared 
an endeavour to reconcile stations and duties that were 
incompatible, it must be confessed, that this able chief 
was throughout his life consistent in the part he acted; 
which appeared more natural, from the manly simplicity 
of character which led him equally to despise the trap
pings of state and the allurements of luxury. His 
actions were suited to the constitution of the society he 
w'as bom in, which had a just pride in his talent and 
energy, and esteemed him one of the ablest, as he was 
the most successful, of Mahratta leaders. Though Ma- 
dhajee, following the example of the first statesmen of his 
nation, was content with the substance of power, and 
lelt others to wear its robes, there are strong grounds

* Tll';sa slippers, Captain Stewart was informed, were carefully 
preserved by the successor of Madhajee Sindia.
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to conclude, that at one time he cherished the intention 
of giving to his vast possessions a more compact and 
permanent form. But this plan, if he ever entertained 
it, was frustrated. His career (which was one of con
stant action) was marked by many acts of violence and 
oppression; but he was nevertheless a man of a mild 
disposition, and particularly desirous of improving the 
countries he had conquered or usurped. His ambition 
was, however, restless; and, tempted on one hand by 
the dissolution of the Moghul empire, and on the other 
by the weakness and distraction of the chiefs of his 
own nation, he extended his territories and influence too 
widely, and too rapidly, to admit of their being well 
managed.

Madhajee Sindia continued through life to retain 
many Mahrattas in his service; but, as he was, during 
the greater part of it, engaged in wars to the North ot 
the Nerbudda, these were scon outnumbered by liaj- 
poots and Mahomedans. This was, though unmarked 
at the moment, a serious departure from the first princi
ples of the Mahratta confederacy; and the habits of 
that nation wei’e thus given to a population acting from 
a different impulse, and with few congenial feelings 
But the policy of Madhajee carried the change a step 
farther. His genius saw that, to realize his plans, the 
mere predatory hordes of the Mahrattas could never 
prove adequate. It was a circle of plunder; and, as one 
country was exhausted, the army had to march, with 
numbers inci'eased by those whose condition their suc
cess had made desperate, to ravage another. They had, 
in their first excursions, little or no means of reducing 
forts; nor did their system of war admit of protracted
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hostilities in a difficult country, and against a resolute 
enemy. These wants were early discovered by their 
enemies. The Bheels from their mountains, and the 
Rajpoots and others from their strongholds (which were 
multiplied by fortifying every village), not only resisted, ‘ 
but retorted upon the Mahrattas, by laying waste their 
lands, the wrongs they had suffered. This evil was only 
to be remedied by a regular force. We are distinctly 
informed, that its existence led Madhajee Sindia to 
determine upon the measure he now adopted, of raising 
some corps of infantry; and accident gave him the aid 
of a man of no ordinary description. De Boigne, who 
entered his service at this period, is said to have been 
brought by chance to the notice of Madhajee, who dis
covered in the author of a plan to frustrate his operations 
against Gohud, that military genius, which was after
wards to raise him to a greater, if not a more consoli
dated* power, than auy Indian prince had attained since 
the death of Aurungzeeb.

Madhajee, accompanied by the brigades, or Campoos, 
as they were termed of De Boigne, took forts and fought 
pitched battles, in a manner that the Mahrattas never 
before attempted. Not merely the petty disturbers of 
the peace of Hindustan and Central India were attacked 
and subdued, but the proud spirit of the higher Raj-

* Ilis regular troops were increased from two battalions to eight, 
ami afterwards to sixteen, with eighty pieces of artillery and a corps 
of well-appointed cavalry. The pay and equipments of this army 
■vere liberally fixed,and the successive proofs w’hich they gave of their 
superiority led to arrangements, which made this body of men for a 
long period more efficient than any one of a similar nature that had 
ever been formed by a native prince in India.

\ A  P  J ’j  FAMILY OF SINDIA. ' n i l  1



i n

poofc states was completely broken. The battle of 
Meirtah, which was fought against the collected* * * § force 
of Joudpoor, was a great triumph, and fixed the ascend- 
ancyf of Madhajee over that principality and the neigh
bouring weak state of Odeypoor, the prince of which 
had twenty years before been compelled to make over 
some of his most fertile possessions^ to the families of 
Sindia and Holkar. Soon after the battle of Meirtah. 
De Boigne fought an action with the troops of Jeypoor.
To these victories were added the defeat of Junkajee 
Holkar, and the destruction of four corps of regular 
infantry under a French§ officer in the service of that 
chief. Before this last action took place, Madhajee 
Sindia had left Malwa, and arrived at Poona, where lie 
died in A. D. 1794.

The great object of Madhajee Sindia was to give a 
more permanent shape to his government than had ever 
belonged to that of a Mahratta chief. He generally

* Two thousand horse of the tribe of Chundawut, of the Marwar 
army, made the only effort on this memorable day. They actually cut 
through De Boigue's corps, but were, wheu rallying to return, almost 
destroyed by grape, A.D. 1790.

f  Beeja Singh, who was ruler of Marwar when the battle of Meir
tah was fought, was the same prince who had directed the murder of 
Jeypah Sindia ; end independent of the tribute now exactod, a cession 
of the district of Ajineer was demanded and made as the price of 
the blood of that leader.

1 In A. D, 1771, Jowud, Neemutch, Ruttenghur, Khonee, and Byj- 
poor, were made over to Madhajee Sindia. Bampoora, Rnmpoora, 
Mulhargurh, and the Pertaubgnrh tribe te were given to the Govern
ment of Holkar. The amount of these cessions is computed at seven
ty-five lacs of rupees.

§ The Chevalier Dudernaic, commander of this corps, escaped ; but 
every other European officer was either killed or wounded.
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resided in Hindustan, but sometimes came to Malwa, 
and remained for a short time at Oqjein. The countries 
under his own observation were well managed, as were 
all those where the inhabitants were peaceable and 
obedient; but in his efforts to reduce the chiefs of Hin
dustan, the princes of Rajpootaua, and the petty Rajas 
of Central India, to the state of subjects, he let loose all 
the irregular violence of his arm y; and the proceedings 
of some of those he employed* to complete the sub
jugation of the Rajpoots, were marked by a spirit of 
rapacity and oppression, that has, perhaps, never been 
surpassed even in the annals of the Mahrattas.

Madhajee Sindia had been the enemy of the British ; 
but he was not insensible to the benefit he derived from 
that nation’s acknowledging him as an independent 
prince, which was done by the terms of the treatyf of

* Ambajee Inglinh, who was one of Sindia’s principal officers em
ployed in Rajpootana, though he oppressed the princes and chiefs of 
that country, was kind and considerate to the inhabitants. It was 
on his departure that the scene of devastation commenced.

f  This treaty, which was negotiated by Mr. David Anderson, has 
been often alluded to as furnishing an extraordinary proof of the 
'• Anomalous Government of the Mahrattas, from Sindia, a military 
“ chief subordinate to the Paishwah, becoming guarantee for the 
“ latter’s conduct.” But at this period the actual condition of the 
state warranted the assumption of Madhajee. The infant Paishwah 
was in the hands of a Dcwan, Nana Furnavese, who was, like Sindia, 
a functionary of the state. It was in fact a guarantee, hv the leading 
military chief of the Malrratta empire, of the conduct of one of the 
principal officers, and done with the latter’s advice and concurrence ; 
and, after all, Madhajee Sindia had the precedent of his father, who 
was one of the four principal chiefs who became in a .d . 174;i guaran
tee to the Emperor Mahomed Shah, that the Paishwah Ballajee, then 
in the plenitude of power, should not infringe the engagement into 
which he had entorod with the sovereign of Delhi.
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oaffiaee, and by keeping a resident at his court. These 
circumstances, however, could not make him indifferent 
to the rapid growth of a foreign power; and it is pro
bable that the materials he collected for empire were 
formed into the shape he gave them, with a hope that 
they might one day prove sufficient to arrest its pro
gress. He refused to become a party to the treaty of 
Poona; and when Lord Cornwallis was before Seringa- 
pafcam,* he arrived at that city, with (it was conjectured) 
no friendly feeling to the British nation. Whatever 
were his designs as relating to the English, he did not 
live to carry them into execution ; and his great power 
devolved, before it was well consolidated, upon a succes
sor little equal, from his extreme youth, to complete the 
arduous task he inherited.

Madhajee Sindia had no sons; his brother Tukajee 
had three,j- of whom the eldest died without issue; the 
second had two; the youngest, Anuud Row, became the 
favourite of his uncle, who, in consequence of his affec
tion to him, adopted his son, Dowlet Row Sindia, as his 
heir. This prince was only thirteen years of age when 
his grand uncle died, and left him not only his vast pos
sessions, but an army which rendered him the arbiter 
of the Hahratta empire. The succession of Dowlet 
Row was disputed by the widows of Madhajee, who 
proclaimed another prince, and, having assembled an

* Madhajee Sindia had a short time before proposed to become a 
party in the confederacy against Tippoo, on condition that the British 
Government would grant two battalions to accompany him to Poona :
“ engage to defend his possessions in Hindustan, and aid him in his 
“ wars with the Rajpoot states.” This proposition was rejected.

f  Kebanjee, Jotueba, and Anund Row.

— - < V \
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army, did not give up the contest till they had been de
feated in several actions. The territories of the Sindia 
family in Central India, which were at the death of 
Madhajee Sindia nearly the same as at present, were 
compai’atively a small portion of the dominions inherit
ed by Dowlet Row, the foundation of whose power was 
laid in Hindustan. The greatest part of his regular 
army subsisted on the revenues of that country, and 
upon the tributes which its discipline and efficiency 
enabled it to collect from the princes of Raj poo tana. 
The Government of Holkar, which had declined from 
the death of its founder Mulhar Row, had been expelled 
from all share in the territories North of Jeypoor. Its 
title to the tribute of that country, however, was still 
recognized; but this, as well as the preservation of its 
possessions in Malwa, was owing, in the latter years of 
Madhajee Sindia, less to any power the Holkar family 
possessed of maintaining its rights, than to the ties 
which still subsisted between Mahratta chiefs, and which 
were not forgotten even in the hour of battle. This 
national feeling gave a peculiar feature to their occasion
al contests with each other, which frequently termi
nated in a way that was unintelligible to those who did 
not understand the character and construction of the 
confederacy. The value of this disposition to reunion, 
when apparently in the most broken and divided state, 
had been fully appreciated by Madhajee Sindia; and he 
maintained, sometimes by great sacrifices, all those bonds 
and relations upon which it depended. When in the 
plenitude of power, he did not deny the justice, though 
he evaded, by a counter-statement of expenses, the pay
ment of the large demands made upon him by Nana



Furnavese, for the Paishwah’s share of the revenues of 
Malwa and Hindustan, and of the tributes he had col
lected. He is said to have discharged part of a large 
debt his father owed to the house of Holkar ; and when 
a dispute about their respective shares of the tributes 
led to his troops attacking those of Tukajee atLakheree, 
no advantage was taken of the latter’s defeat, beyond 
the favourable settlement of the point in dispute, and we 
find Madhajee immediately afterwards in the most ami
cable and intimate intercoui’se with this chief. But senti
ments and conduct such as have been described could not 
be expected in his successor. Born and educated at a 
distance from the Deckan, surrounded by Europeans, 
Mahomedans, and Rajpoots, and despising, when con
trasted with his disciplined bands, the irregular and 
predatory hordes, whose activity and enterprise had 
established the fame of his ancestors, Dowlet Row Sindia 
was, and considered himself, more the principal sovereign 
of India, than a member of the Malmitta confederacy. 
Some national feelings were still cherished by the high 
hereditary officers of his government; but their attach
ment to the former usages and rules of the empire were 
unequal to resist the growing influence of the Rajpoot 
and Patan soldiers, who constituted the bulk of his army, 
and whose commanders were among the first rank of 
his counsellors.

During the life of Madhajee Sindia, though intrigues 
were in progress among the different Mahratta chiefs 
for the management of the affairs of the Paishwah, 
whose power had for a long period, like that of the Sahoo 
Rajas, become nominal, no open rupture took place, and 
the peace of the country was preserved. The war under-
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taken against the Nizam promised to their united 
efforts so easy and rich a booty, that it proved, for the 
few months it continued, a bond of union ; but this short 
campaign soon terminated in a convention, by which the 
Nizam, in alarm for his person and family, purchased 
safety at an enormous sacrifice of territory and treasure. 
This great success was immediately followed by a scene 
of intrigue, aVt, and treachery, which is, perhaps, un
paralleled. The principal of those events which may 
be enumerated as its causes and consequences, were, 
the unfortunate fate of the young Paishwah Madhoo 
Row,* the death of Tukajee Holkar, the imprisonment 
of Nana Furnavese, the murder of Purseram Bliow, and 
the release of Azirn ul Omrah, prime minister of the 
Nizam, who bad been given as an hostage for the per
formance of his master’s engagements. During the con
tests that ensued between the different chiefs, the Poona 
territories were laid waste, and all the miseries which 
the predatory bands of the Mahrattas had inflicted upon 
other countries, were now retaliated by the inhabitants 
of Central India and Hindustan; for of such (as has 
been before stated) the armies of both Holkar and Siu- 
dia were almost entirely composed. The youth of Dow- 
let Row Sindia has been stated as an excuse for his early 
abuse of power; but his unfortunate marriage with the 
daughter of Sirjee Row Ghatkia (which happened at 
this period), by placing that designing and wicked man 
at the head of his councils, was, perhaps, the chief cause 
of the shameless and bold rapacity which marked the

* He fell, or threw himtelf, from a high wall of his palace, and 
■was killed on the spot.



-cGmmoijocment of his reign. The seizure of Nana in u ^  
navese in violation of the most sacred pledges, the mur
der of several Brahmins (among whom was the brother 
of Nana), the plunder* of the inhabitants of Poona and 
the principal places in its vicinity, the giving his aid to 
Casee Row Holkar to slay his brother Hulhar Row, and 
the confinement of Kundee Row, the infant son of the 
latter chief, were among the crimes of this prince before 
he left the Deckan. When he returned to Malwa, 
whither he was summoned by alarm at the growing 
power of Jeswunt Row Holkar, his conduct on every 
occasion shewed that his views of aggrandisement were 
unchecked by any of the scruples that had restrained 
his predecessor. He accepted, as has been stated, from 
the rebellious minister of Dhai-, two provinces of the 
Puar princes; the whole of the Dewass territory was 
seized, and only restored on the payment of a fine.

Jeswunt Row Holkar had, before Dowlet Row Sindia 
reached Malwa, made himself master of Oojein, but was 
satisfied with exacting a large amount from its wealthy 
inhabitants, and he forbade its being plundered. But 
Sirjee Row Ghatkia, who commanded a force which 
a few months afterwards defeated Jeswunt Row, and 
took possession of Indore, sacked that city in the most 
merciless manner, and ordered its best houses to be burnt, 
after he had either murdered or pillaged of their proper
ty the greater part of its inhabitants. This profligate 
chief was well aided in the work of destruction by his 
friends the Pindarries, numbers of whom were at this

* One of the chief pretexts was the expenses of Sindias marriage 
With liaizoe Baee, the daughter of Sirjee ltov,- Ghatkia.

\  (  J  /  * FAMILY OF SI.N'DIA. m i l
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period attached to Sindia’s army. The district of Indore, 
and several others belonging to the Holkar family, were, 
on this occasion, placed under the management of Sin
dia’s officers, without any form being observed, either 
of resuming them in the name of the Paishwah, or of 
declaring the possession temporary, till the succession to 
the Holkar territory was settled. This was considered 
so offensive a departure from usage, that it united the 
adherents of the house of Holkar; for even those who 
were hostile to the character and pretensions of Jeswunt 
Row, saw nothing but the complete ruin of the family 
in the success of Dowlet Row Sindia.

The period of trouble* as it is emphatically called, 
had now commenced in Central India; but the tide 
of intrigue and war was again turned totheDeckan. 
Jeswunt Row Holkar marched towards Poona, with the 
professed design of making the Paishwah, JBajerow, 
arbiter of the difference between the families of Holkar 
and Sindia. This movement compelled Sindia to leave 
Malwa. He first went to Boorhanpoor, from whence he 
sent a detachment to join Bajerow, and to maintain his 
preponderance in the councils of that prince. The arri
val of Sindia’s troops at Poona put an end to Jeswunt 
Row’s hopes (if he ever entertained any) from the Paish
wah ; and his fear of being hemmed in between two 
armies, if Sindia advanced, led him to instant hostilities. 
The victory obtained by Holkar, his alliance with Amrit 
Row, the flight of Bajerow, the treaty of Bassein, the

* “ Gurdee ka Wukkt,” or “ the period of trouble,” ia the name 
given to the period from 1800 to 1818 ; that is, from the first appear
ance of Jeswunt Row Holkar, as the supporter of his family against 
Dowlet Row Sindia, till the destruction of the Pindarries, A.n. 1818.

/ / /  —  \ V \  ■
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interference of tlie British Government, its war with 
the Mahratta leaders, Dowlet Row Sindia and Ragojee 
Bhonslah, are events that do not belong to this memoir. 
Suffice it to say, that Dowlet Row Sindia, after a vain 
trial of his strength against the British arms, had all his 
dreams ol glory and ambition dispelled. The brigades* 
termed by De Boigne, and completed by Perron, were 
destroyed ; above five hundred guns, cast in the arsenals 
which scientific Europeans had established in his domi
nions, were taken; and he was compelled to purchase 
peace by the sacrifice of his finest possessions in Guzerat, 
Hindustan, and Bundelcund. This prince had still a 
large territory, and, however little his conduct merited 
]t, the doubtful articles of the treaty of Sirjee Anjengaum 
were favourably interpreted; and he gained by another 
engagement, concluded two years afterwards, a consider
able addition to his dominions, f
„ Subaequently to his making peace with the British 
oveinment, the troops of Dowlet Row Sindia were con

stantly employed in reducing the numerous Rajas of 
nt nil India, and adjoining countries, who owed him 

a egiance or tribute. He was in general successful; 
many chiefs were coerced into complete submission, 
w n e  others were destroyed; but the result of this 

an  was to feed and excite that predatory and tur-

at the l r°gUlUr 1Ufantry brigades in the army of Dowlet Row Sindiu. 
amounting111 n r-'UtUt 41,0 wac’ C0Us-isted of seventy-two battalions, 
thousand eiv*1 1 uum êr armed men to forty-three
artillery -'-ndiol and fifty, with a large proportion of field

ty  the treat J of Gohud, and the fort of Gualior, were given np
y <Ji peace concluded at Muttra, in 1S06.

H



<SL
FAMILY OF SINDIA.

bulent spirit, which now pervaded this unhappy country. 
The miseries which it had suffered from Pindarries and 
Rajpoot plunderers soon appeared as a light evil, to 
what it was destined to sustain from the regular brigades, 
or Campoos, of its principal Rulers. Those of Sindia 
levied contributions indiscriminately on all the towns 
and villages through which they passed ; and the con
stant state of mutiny these corps were in, from want of 
pay, made their oppression of the inhabitants more 
indiscriminate and insufferable.

The causes which made Dowlet Row Sindia so instru
mental in dissolving the ties by which the chiefs who 
constituted the loose confederacy of the Mahratta nation 
were bound, have been stated. He afterwards attempted, 
in vain, to arrest the progress of British power by an 
union with Ragojee Bhonslah and Jeswunt Row Holkar. 
The feelings which had once supported such combina
tions no longer existed in any force. Bajerow, however, 
made a last effort to revive them ; and there is ground to 
suppose that he succeeded to a very considerable extent. 
Dowlet Row Sindia could not but be secretly hostile to 
a state, by which he had been so humbled as the English; 
and he saw with satisfaction the increasing embarrass
ments of the war that nation was carrying on in Nepaul. 
But though his intrigues in that quarter, when discover
ed, were passed over with a generosity that must have 
made a strong impression, still he was not able to resist 
the call of the Paishwah, to whom there can be no doubt 
he promised support when that Prince determined on 
hostilities. But Sindia acted upon this occasion more 
from the recollection than the existence of ties, and from 
a sense of distant, not proximate, danger; and such
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motives were not of sufficient strength to make a chief 
like him engage in a war, which, from the measures 
adopted to prevent his precipitating that step, must have 
commenced with the hazard of his sovereignty. He 
preferred the path of safety ; and entered into an alliance, 
by which he engaged to combine his efforts with those 
of the British Government in suppressing the predatory 
system, and restoring the general tranquillity of the 
country. That this was an act of necessity, not choice, 
there can be no doubt; and it has been since proved, 
that he secretly endeavoured to evade the performance 
ot some of the engagements into which he had entered. 
But his situation was painful and difficult, and he was 
only able to preserve his dominions by a departure from 
all that is deemed honour* by the tribe to which he 
belongs. He merited on this account the indulgence and 
consideration with which he has been treated, and 
its effects have not been lost. Dowlet Row Sindia, 
who is personally 0f a good disposition, and is now

* The following is a literal translation of a letter from Bajerow to 
.40wlet Iiow Sill(tia, given to me in April, 1818, with an assurance of 
ws being a true copy of the original. It purported to be taken from 
an Ackbar, or paper of intelligence. “ Your father, Madhajee Sindia, 

agreeably to the orders of the Sircar, went to Delhi. Was made 
n \izier, and acquired a high reputation. He served us with his 

,. .1 uud soul. When you became his successor, you entered 
alliance with the English: thus you govern in Hindustan, 
thlls ’̂ou abew your gratitude. In thus serving us, it is 

“ a° ”TOU Put bangles on your arras, and sit down like
“ shmllcl^' P°wer is destroyed, is it possible that your's

above ^o v’ tllle writer of this article adds, after having hoard the 
sleen ■ V"’name  ̂iu much distress during two hours, and then went to 

i * ne sent no answer.



ireerTrom the counsellors who betrayed and corrupt- 
ed his youth, sees in their true light the motives that 
have actuated the British Government. He appears 
already to have submitted to the great revolution that 
has occurred ; and, viewing the struggle for superiority 
as past, is forward to recognize the paramount sway of 
the British Government, and to benefit by its action 
being directed to the restoration and maintenance of 
internal tranquillity.
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CHAPTER VI.

Family of Hollcar.

f  T h e  family of Holkar are of the Dhoongur* or shepherd 
J tribe. The first who obtained any eminence, or indeed 

rose above the class of peasants in which he was born, 
was Mulhar Row. His father is only termed, in the 
record given to the author by the present minister ; at 
Indore, a respectable cultivator, or Ryot, of a village in 
the Deckan, called Hull,]: from which this chief and his 
descendants take their name of Holkar, or more properly 
Hulkur.§

Mulhar Row was born near the end of the seventeenth

* la  Hindustan this family are usually described as Qadrees, or 
goatherds, which is a shade below a tribo of shepherds, to which they 
consider themselves to belong.

t  Tantia Jogh.
t  fhe village of Hull is in the Pergunnah of Phultin. in the Jah- 

geer of Nimbalkur. It is near a bridge on the Neva, and about five 
0088 ^rom Phultin, and twenty cobs from Poona.

§ Many of the principal Mahratta families derive their name from 
u compound similarly formed from that of the village where they were 
f.Ta’ and the substantive Kur, which signifies an inhabitant, ua 
Nnnbal-Kur, Pattun-Kur, &c.
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century.* * * § His father, whose name was Cundsijee, died 
when he was between four and five years of age; and 
his mother, in consequence of some dispute with her hus
band’s relations, removed to the house of her brother, 
Narainjee,•{* a respectable landholder,J who lived in 
Candeish. The first employment of his nephew marks 
the condition of Narainjee. Mulhar Row was for several 
years appointed to watch the sheep of the family, from 
which occupation (according to a fable which belongs to 
the youth of almost all Hindus that have attained emi
nence) he was only released by the accident of a snake 
having been seen to interpose its crest or liood§ between 
his face and the rays of the sun, as he lay asleep in the 
fields. This at first gave alarm, but was afterwards 
favourably construed; and, according to the family 
tradition, his uncle Narainjee, acting from the impression

* I believo in A.n. 1693: there is no exact register or accurate 
account of births (except in their principal families) kept by the 
Mahrattas. They guess from events antecedent or subsequent to their 
birth. Had Mulhar Row been born a chief, his Jiiunum Pntee, or the 
State of the Heavens, written by tho a-trologer at his birth, would 
have been kept. This is the usage among all Hindus of rank

t  He was usually called Narainjee Bangui. In a Persiau manu
script in my possession, she is said to have carried her son to one of her 
brothers, called Madkur, who resided at the village of Sasunt; but I 
follow in this place the paper given me by the present minister, Tan- 
tia Jogh, which I believe to be correct. Mudkur was the maternal 
uncle of the second Mulhar Row, the son of Tukajee ; and the simi
larity of name has occa-ioned the mistake of tho Mahomed an author.

1 Narainjee is termed a Zemindar, which (though it has another 
signification when applied to an official person) usually means a man 
possessing property in land, however small, in his own right. He was 
an inhabitant of the village of Talandah in Candeish

§ The snake was a Cobra do Capella (Coluber Nuga), a species 
which is deemed peculiarly sacred.

<SLFAMILY OF HOLKAR.
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it lfiaile, placed him in a small party* of horse which 
he kept in the service of Kuddum Bandee, a Mahratta 
chief of rank. Whatever circumstances raised the young 
Holkar from the occupation of a shepherd to that of a 
soldier, he soon shewed that he possessed all the quali
ties necessary to acquire distinction in the latter. In one 
of the first actions in which he was engaged he slew 
a leader of Nizam ul Moolk. This exploit, and his 
extraordinary zeal and activity, brought him into early 
notice. His uncle, Narainjee, gave him his daughterf 
in marriage; and, after a few years, his increasing fame 
led the Paishwah, Bajerow, to take him into his own 
service, in which he was at once raised to the command

* Twenty-five in number.
t  The name of this Indy was Gotama Baee, who afterwards rose to 

celebrity as the principal, and indeed only wife of Mulhar Row Holkar.
er amily, that of Barg-ul. is now extinct. The brother of Gotama 

rf1, na,Tn®Iihe his father, was warain)attained some eminence.
n !"  a,r e Mrvice of the ltaja of Odeypoor.who gavehim the Pergun- 
tn ■ h °° C'a’ near Mundissor, as a Jahgeer; half of which he bes- 

we as a present on his sister, who immediately named the principal 
, , l<“1 Ĥ are Mulhargurh, in honour of her husband, while her

er ca L d the capital of his lauds Narraingurh. At the death of 
3<-c, tliis Jahgeer went to his son Bouj Row; who, on the 

. rles aiiumd his Jahgeer being delivered over to the Mahrattas, 
ecame a Jahgeerdar of the Holkar family. Bouj Row died about 

, lr Jears ago, L aving the Jahgeer to his sons. Mogajee and Shum- 
, unv' ^  was resumed in the year 1805 by Jeswunt Row Holkar, 

-  oiedinlSOT. Mogajce died a .d . 1813, leaving Narraingurh 
resurn^T Ur,^ ow’ who held it for two years; after which it was 
°f ’ ttDl Shumkur Row, who fled to the neighbouring fastness 
him to 1 -0' a Pr6Carious livelihood by plundering. To induce
were g iv e ^ i ^ ^ ose 'ncllrs ôns> two villages of his former Jahgeer 
disaor and^fi, ^l e 8 e was deprived after the pi ee of Mun-
poverty. L ^  âin*ly Tied a few months ago in extreme

A y ^ a A V v
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o f n v e  hundred horse. This change of masters was 
with the entire concurrence of Kuddum Bandee, who 
rejoiced in the good fortune of the young shepherd ; 
and the latter gave a marked proof of his gratitude, 
by assuming the colours* * * § of the Bandee chiefs, which 
still remain the standard of the Holkar, as they are of 
the Guickwar family, who were originally followers of 
the same leader.

The progress of Mulhar Row Holkar to high command 
was rapid. Shortly after he entered the Paishwah’s 
service, he was detached with the Paishwah’s brother! 
to the Concan, in the subjection of which they were 
very successful. Bassein, and many other places of 
reputed strength in that quarter, were wrested from the 
Portuguese. The fame that Mulhar Row acquired on 
this occasion was subsequently increased by his conduct 
in a war with Nizam Ali Khan,! and on several lesser 
expeditions.

Mulhar Row Holkar received§ his first lands North

* The standard is of a triangular shape, striped red and white, 
and surmounted by pennons or streamers of the same colours. The 
present representative of the once celebrated family of Bandee, is 
about twelve years of age. Ho fled some time ago from the persecu
tion of the late Paishwah to Baroda. to beg a pittance for his support 
from the Guiekwar, whose ancestors owe, in a great degree, their rise 
to his family.

t Chimnajee.
J Holkar acquired much distinction in an affair that took place at 

Rakishon, and on the peace which followed he obtained several pos
sessions. The Pergunnah of Ambah was granted at this time to the 
Holkar family.

§ In the Rose Kurd, or Diary of the Poona Office, in A.D. 1728, we 
find the first grants of twelve Mahals to Mulharjee Holkar, and thirty- 
three to Oudajee Puar.



of the Nerbudda (twelve districts) in 1728, and in 1731 
seventy additional districts were granted* to this chief, 
who appears at the same time to have been nominated, 
by a letter from the Paishwah, to the general manage
ment! of the Mahratta interests in Malwa; and in the 
ensuing year he commanded, as has been stated, the 
advance of the army which invaded that province, when 
I)ia Bahadur was defeated and slain. Mulhar Row was, 
at the period above-mentioned, at the head ot a consi
derable detachment, and obtained, before the MahrattCS 
ascended the Vindhyan mountains, possession of several 
places in Nemaur, of which the town of Mhysir was the 
principal. When Malwa was conquered, the district of 
Indore was assigned to him for the support! of his troops.

d he high rank and consideration which Mulhar Row 
had now attained, have been before noticed, and are 
sufficiently proved, by his name being, as before related, 
in the deed ot guarantee given by the principal military 
leadeis to Mahomed Shah, as a security against the in
sincerity or perfidy of their superior, the Paishwah He 
may. fact, be deemed, from the invasion of Malwa till 
his death (a period of more than thirty years), the most 
distinguished of the military commanders^ ot the Mah-

* Poona Diary.
 ̂t  It is mentioned in the Poona Diary, that in this year, 17150-31, the 

Paishwah wrote a letter to Mulhar Row Holkar, committing Malwa 
to his charge, and stating that he must regularly transmit tho dues 
o tho bircar, &c. This employment was probably given him to check 

e growing ambition and insolence of Oudajee Puar.
I a .i). 1733.—It was, according to usage, a Serinjam grant, and

revocable.
gi^ He was> hf an order of the Paishwah, associated with Ranojee 

la' !lna directed to collect, on account of Sirdoismookliee and

(CT
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ratta empire; and he appears, from his continual em
ployment, to have been greatly favoured by Bajerow, 
to whose authority he continued, even in the zenith* of 
his power, to pay the greatest deference. The life of 
this leader, though he established his family and govern
ment in Central India, has little connexion with the 
history of that country. The Deckan and Hindustan; 
but especially the latter, were the scenes of his principal 
military achievements. In one of the first incursions of 
Bajerow into that region, he was among the chiefs who 
plundered the celebrated fairj* at Kalka Bhowanee, 
within fifteen miles of Delhi, where the weak emperor 
Mahomed Shah was then resid in g . The Mahxattas on 
this memorable and bold incursion shewed their con
tempt of the Mahomedan power, by hanging a hog over 
the bridge near Humayoon’s tomb. The booty they 
took was great, and Mulhar Row obtained on this occa
sion a share of wealth and fame, which completely 
compensated for the discomfiture he had sustained a 
few months before from the Imperial army4  The 
Paisliwah, who had been secretly aided in the enterprise 
by J'ey Sing, returned by the wav of Kotali, and had 
an interview with that Rajpoot prince, who, with others

other Mahratta claims, thirty-five per cent, of the revenue of Malwa. 
These chiefs pledged themselves to pay one lae and five thousand 
rupees the first year, one lac and ten thousand the second, and one 
lac and twenty-five thousand rupees the third and future years, to 
the Poona state, dividing the remainder betwixt them equally.

* Poona Diary. f  Jattra.
I The Imperial army, commanded by Burhan ul Mulk, defeated 

Mulhar Row at Mootta Baug, near Agra, to which place ho had come 
after ravaging part of the Duab. The Mahratta chief with difficult? 
escaped, and joined Bajerow at Gualior.
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of lus tribe, agreed to transfer their tributes to the 
Mahrattas; and, on Bajerow’s proceeding to the Deckan, 
the tasks of realizing this revenue, and of prosecuting 
military operations, were committed to Mulhar Bow 
Holkar, to whom considerable tracts* were assigned for 
the maintenance of his increased contingent. There is 
little interest in the detail of the predatory warfare 
which this chief carried on in Mahva, Rajpootana, and 
Hindustan ; it was, in fact, a series of petty actions and 
pillaging incursions. In one of the latter, he took the 
baggage of Malika Zemauah, the Queen of Mahomed 
Shall; and his family preserved with great care, until 
the death ot Ahalya Baee, two substantial records of 
this Mahratta victory over the property of a female; 
the one was a carriage,f the curtains of which were em
bossed with seed pearl, and the other a comb, richly orna
mented with jewels, and worth above a lac of rupees.

Mulhar Row Holkar, encouraged by the wretched 
condition of the Moghul empire, appears to have enter
tained the design of fixing the power of his nation 
permanently over Hisdustan; and we find him, both 
alone and in combination with other chiefs, endeavour
ing to effect this object, by operations which extended 
irom the province of Oude to the Indus, and from the 
kills of Rajpootana to the mountains of Kumaon.

Btat krrant from the Paishwah for, the s upporb of his troops is 
lacs6 f *U 1 manuscriPfc 'n my possession to have amounted to forty 
'var,i ™15e6s jn 5I'dwa, and twenty lacs in tiie Deckan, or South-
fixed ? e^10 ^atP00ra range. The number of his contingent was 
n x e d a t f i f l ^  thousand horse.
two ’f i cies of carriage, which is called a Ruth, or Hackery, has 
two low wheels, and is drawn by bullocks.

' G° i^ X
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The Vizier Sefdar Jung had, in the reign of Ahmed 

Shah, called in the Mahrattas to preserve Oude from 
the Rohillas ; and, during the war that ensued, Mulhar 
Row Holkar particularly distinguished himself by the 
night attack he made with a very small body of troops. 
His success on this occasion has been ascribed to an 
ancient stratagem.* He directed torches and lights to 
be tied to the horns of several thousand cattle, which 
were driven in one direction, while in another he placed 
lights upon every bush and tree, and, when this was 
done, marched silently in the dark by a different route 
to the attack. The enemy, pressed in one quarter by 
an actual assault, and seeing lights in several others, 
thought themselves surrounded and in danger of des- 
tiuction; they dispersed, and fled in dismay, leaving 
their camp to be plundered by the conquerors, whose 
leader acquired a just increase of fame from the victory; 
and, in recompense for his zeal and gallantry during the 
whole of the campaign, the Emperor granted him a 
deed for the Sirdaismookhee (a due of twelve and a 
half per cent, on the revenue) of Chandore, which is 
the only royal grant in possession of the family. I t  is 
indeed stated, that when Mulhar Row Holkar was asked 
what reward he wished, he replied, that he was the 
oflicer of the Paishwah, and desired to have no country 
independent of him, but that a nomination to the office

* Tho similarity of this stratagem to that recorded of Hannibal 
is remarkable. Human invention has every where the same charac
ter ; and this coincidence must be accidental, for we cannot suspect 
the Mahratta chief of ha. ing read the history of the Carthaginian 
leader.
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Sf: Baismookh* of Chandore in Candeish would be 
acceptable. Tlie request was complied with, and the 
family have ever since held the office. When the pro
vince of Candeish was recently ceded to the English 
Government, a politic attention to the feelings of the 
house of Holkar led to a restoration of the title and 
immunities of the situation.

 ̂ Mudiar Row Holkar had conceded himself with 
Ghazee Udeen, one of the sons of Nizam ul Moolk, 
whom he accompanied to the Deckan to aid him in 
assei ting his succession to the royal office (for such it 
had become) of Soobahdar, or viceroy, of that division 
of the empire; and the Paishwah, with the principal 
i a natta chiefs, who had also engaged in the same 
enterprise, assembled at Aurungabad, from whence they 
weie about to march, when the sudden death of Ghazee 

<. een, y poison,| put au en(j to the expedition, and 
gave temporary peace to the Deckan.

nvited by the weakness of the Mahomedan dynasty
Ro tt UStan> ^ 'e Paishwah again detached Mulhar 

T  . ° vai k° that quarter to maintain his interests, 
on einng on him the title of Soobahdar,J and 
ti ls ung him with considerable reinforcements. The 

1Mvaŝ ons °i' the Afghans under Ahmed Shah 
a ee l̂a'̂  novv commenced, and the Mahrattas were

the district ^  & T‘**Urbn comPoun4 term, signifying the head of

tfizam one<̂  *>y his mother, whose desire to save another son,
t  The t'°|W * r̂°m destruction, impelled her to the horrid act.

Row Sind V °  j ®00^a^dar descended to his successors ; and Dowlet 
Wgheet distincti <>blaer rulers’ tllwaLa addressed them by it as their

\ . \  5  / • /  family of holicar. M ia  j
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is  has been stated, to evacuate the Punjab. 
Duttojee Sindia was slain; and Mulhar Row, who 
had encamped at Secundra, after intercepting and 
plundering some supplies going to the camp of 
Ahmed Shah, was himself surprised, and completely 
routed, by a corps of the Afghans. The occurrence of 
these events led to the battle of Paniput. The early 
escape of Mulhar Row, on a day so fatal to his nation, 
has given rise to some reproaches; but his advocates 
ascribe his safety to his superior knowledge as a leader, 
which made him, when he saw the action lost, keep his 
party together, and retreat with an order that none of 
the others preserved. This account will be more pro
bable, if we credit the statement given of his quarrel with 
his commander, on the morning of the day on which 
the battle was fought. He had, it is affirmed, intreated 
Sedasheo Bhow to delay the action for one or two days: 
but the latter, whose pride and vanity exceeded all 
bounds,* impatient of the advice, exclaimed, “ Who 
wants the counsel of a goatherd ? ”f If the anecdote be 
true, we cannot wonder that a chief of Mulhar Row’s 
chara 'or should not have anticipated success.}: At all

* Sedashoo Bhow used to allow his attendants to exclaim “ Pur- 
serum Ootar,” or an Incarnation of Vishnu, as one of his titles.

f A nearly similar taunt lost the Mahratta commander the services 
on this day of one of his most efficient allies, Sooruj Mull, the Jaut 
Prince of Bhurtpoor.

J The victory of Paniput, which is to be ascribed to the superior 
courage and energy of the Afghans, is naturally enough referred 
by the Mahrattas to other causes, and among these to the death of 
Biswas Iiow, the son of the Paishwah, which was imprudently pro
claimed to the army by the obstinate impatience of Sedasheo Bhow, 
who made the elephant sit down, that he might see for the last time 
his favourite nephew,
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he was one of the few that escaped; and he 
retreated into Central India, 'where he employed himself 
in settling his possessipns. These had been increased 
in the mode usual to Mahratta chiefs ; and, with the 
exception of one district,* all that now belongs to the 
Holkars in Malwa was bequeathed by their founder, 
Mulhar Row, who, besides his lands in that province, 
left extensive claims upon Rajpoot princes. Taking 
advantage of the disputes which occurred on the death 
of Jey Singh, he had established a considerable influence 
m the country of Jey poor, and on the succession of 
Madhoo Singh, through his aid, the latter agreed to pay 
m money, 'besides an amount of seventy-six lacs,-}* and 
a cession of four districts,+ an annual tribute of three 
lacs and a half of rupees. Mulhar Row had before 
obtained large domains in the Deckan, and a consider
able part of the province of Candeish had been allotted 
to him for the maintenance of his troops. Independ
ently of these acquisitions, various grants of villages 
were given,^ both by the Paishwah and Nizam, as 
presents to females of his family.

Mulhar Row was seventy-six years of age when he 
led ; he had for more than forty years of his life been 

a commander of reputation, and during the latter part 
°i this period was certainly one of the most distin
guished in the Mahratta confederacy. His remains were 
uitened at a place now named, in honour of him, Mul-

Holk Ul IVIun<tawub usurped from the Dhar family by Jeswunfe Row 
Khali's T i^ lC ®rea,ter portion of it now forms part of Ghnffoor

wording to some statements eighty-four lacs.
’ Kampoora, Torah, and Fottah.



je, in the district of Alumpoor, and about forty 
miles from Gualior. Although inferior to Madhajee 
Sindia as a statesman, Mulhar Rpw was his equal, if not 
his superior, as a warrior. For simplicity of manners 
and manly courage, no Mahratta leader stands higher in 
the opinion of his countrymen; nor were his talents 
limited to those of a soldier. His administration of the 
countries subject to his direct control Avas firm, but 
considerate ; and if we judge of his character by his con
duct to the petty Rajpoot princes of Malwa, the con
clusion will be favourable to his memory. He con
ciliated their respect,^ if not their regard, by his good 
faith and moderation* in the exercise of power. Many 
of them were his associates and adherents,j- and their 
descendants still speak of his memory with sentiments 
of gratitude. This feeling, however, may owe much of 
its strength to the opposite conduct of some of his suc
cessors. The principal virtue of Mulhar Row was his 
generosity. He had personally no regard for money; 
he was wont to declare (probably with truth) that he 
understood nothing of accounts, and he listened with 
impatience to those ministers who recommended the 
diminution of his frequent largesses.]: To his relations,
and indeed to all Mahrattas, he was uncommonly kind.

* lie  iB stated to have reduced tlio tribute of PertaubguTh to 
seventy-five thousand rupees, which, though as much as the chief 
of tha t petty stato could pay, was not more than one-half of what 
had been before assessed.

f  Among the principal of those chiefs who were his friends and 
supporters as well as tributaries, were Bulbuddor Singh, Baja of 
Eagoogurh, and Gokul Doss, Baja of Baglee, 

t  I t  is recorded of Mulhar Bow Iiolkur, that, when pleased with 
a soldier’s gallantry, he used to exclaim, “ Fill his shield with rupees.
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' It is stated of this chief, that in his conduct to the 
Paishwah, and in the performance of all his duties as a 
member of the Mahratta confederacy, he did that from 
the heart which Madhajee Sindia did from the head : 
the one was a plain, sincere soldier, and the other added 
to great qualities all the art of a crafty politician.

Mulhar Row Holkar had only one son, Kundee Row ; 
who, some years before the battle of Paniput, was 
killed at the siege of Kumbhere,* near Deeg. This 
pi iuce had married Ahalya Baee, of a family of the 
name of Sindia, by whom he had one son and one 
daughter. To the former, whose name was Mallee 
''Ow, Ragobah Dada (the uncle of the reigning Paishwah, 

10 was then commanding the Mahratta armies in Cen- 
,ra ndia) immediately sent a Khelaut, or honorary 

CS8’ lecog1iizing him by the act as successor to the

a n d ^ iw o  Ue lS f0Ur 0088 f rom Deeg; it lies between that place
"k M  K—  «» * •

lie made p e i e  w i t h T ,  i f  Peri°d ***' ° f Bhurtl>00r After built l b Mulhar Row, a Mausoleum, or Cliettery. was
a s s i le d  , ° '  and the revenue of live villages
and nrnv w t n  f°r tlle suPPort, of the Brahmins who attend it.
.Hut - V m  edeceasecl- The feeling of all M ahrattas towards the 
of t i ,a °  . . u rtP°°r  i- strong, f rom a  recollection which still exists
the pr° cct'0n the Raja of tha t place afforded their ancestors after 
fu trif1SaS r^US Paniput. He not only olothed and fed the
of re-" w Wll° Ca.me t0 his tc rritorics, but furnished them with means 
b j / 10 lnl= Iheir homes in the Deckan. In  consequence, there is 
of a ^ a family of any note in tLis nation th a t has not a tradition 
imp /  td ®'rad fU(lo to the J a u tso f  Bhurtpoor. Such facts are 
to a c t 'aD '̂ 08 a ^ uowk (lg'o of them often g h  es a very different colour 
accord0113 consequence. I t  is, however, to be added, that.
0f M ahratta system, th is feeling did not prevent the chiefs
friendU ^ ° ° r un|fer contributions, when the ir professed

s wet® able to compel them into payment.

( l  (  W  j  I  f a m i l y  o f  h o l k a r . y G l )

I
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power and possessions of his grandfather. This youth, 
however, did not long enjoy the digtiity; and his death, 
which occurred nine months after Ids elevation, was very 
melancholy. He had been always considered of weak 
and unsettled intellect, but no symptom of positive 
insanity had appeared before he came to the head of the 
government, when eveiy action displayed it. His con
duct was at fitst more marked by extremes of folly than 
of guilt. The life of his mother was devoted to acts of 
charity and benevolence, and she was particularly kind 
to Brahmins. This tribe became objects of Mallee Row’s 
malicious ridicule. It was a common usage with him 
to place scorpions in clothes and slippers that he gave 
them; he also put these venomous reptiles in pots filled 
with rupees, which he invited the holy mendicants to 
take; and, when their eager cupidity caused them to be 
stung, his joy was as excessive as the grief of the pious 
Ahalya Bace, who used to lament aloud her hard desti
ny, in having a perfect demon born to her as a son. The 
avowed sentiments of his wickedness, and his incapacity 
for government, had given rise to a report,* that this 
admirable woman hastened the death of her own off
spring. Every evidence proves this to be false, and his 
death is referred by all that have been interrogated (and

* This report of the death of Mallee Row ha.-, been stated to several 
European inquirers, by whom it  was believed. I thought it a duty, 
as connected with the memory of Ahalya Baee, to make the most 
minute investigation of the fact: and the result has been a convic
tion of her complete innocence of a crime which no circumstances 
could have excused. I have no doubt that she was led by horror at 
his cruel acts of insanity, and a despair of his recovery, to look upon 
his death as a fortunate event for him, herself, and the country ; but 
such a feeling is an honour, instead of a disgrace, to her character.
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'^mo.ng.;t1ieni many were on the spot when it occurred) 
to the same cause. He bad slain, in a jealous fury, an 
embroiderer, who, he believed, had formed an intimacy 
with a female servant of his family. The innocence of 
the man was established, and remorse for the crime 
brought on so severe a paroxysm of madness in Ivlallee 
Row as to alarm all for his life. I t  is a confirmed belief 
with many of the natives of India, that departed spirits 
have, on some occasions, the power of seizing upon, and 
destroying the living. I t  was rumoured, that the em- 
broiderer was a man with supernatural power, that he 
warned Mallee Row not to slay him, or he wrould take 
terrible vengeance; and the ravings of the latter were 
imputed to the person he had murdered, and who, ac- 
coiding to their preposterous belief, now haunted him 
m the form of a Jin, or demon. Almlya Baee, satisfied 
ot this fact, used t,o sit days and nights by the bed of 
lei afflicted son, holding communion, as she thought, 

'U ' the spirit that possessed him, and who spoke 
o iei tirough his organs. She shed tears in abundance,

< it passed whole hour's in prayer. In the hope of sooth- 
l,'° r 'e demon, -she offei’ed to build a temple to the de- 
CeaŜ  , aiK  ̂ settle an estate upon his family, if he 

ou ( only leave her son. But all was vain;—a voice 
f, ! Suanod to answer, “ He slew me innocent, and I will 

,s Such is the popular tale of the death
jip .f ^ 6e. ^ ° W ’ an eve,,t that only merits notice as con- 
pellecl history of Ahalya Baee, whom it com-
of the ° C°11,e " >rwar'i to save from ruin the interests 
person  ̂ ^ ie represented, and to exhibit in the 
energy vr êrna ê’ ^hat combined talent, virtue, and 

o„ > v jc i made her, while she lived, a blessing to
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the country over which she ruled, and lias associated 
her memory with every plan of improvement and just 
government in the province of Malwa.

The daughter of Ahalya Baee had been married into 
another family, and could therefore, according to Hindu 
usage, have no claim to participate in the administration 
of the Holkar sovereignty. Under these circumstances, 
Gungadliur Jeswunt, the Brahmin minister of the late 
Hulhar Row, strongly recommended that some child 
(distantly related to the family) should be adopted to 
succeed Mallee Row, a plan which would have secured 
the continuance of his own authority as minister* This 
proposition was combined with the offer of a large separate 
provision for Ahalya Baee, whose abilities were admitted, 
but her sex objected to as a disqualification for the con
ducting of public affairs. Gungadhur at the same time 
proposed to give a considerable presentf to Ragobah 
Dada, in the event of his agreeing to the arrangement 
and promoting its execution. This venal chief gave a 
ready assent to the measure; and his concurrence was 
considered by the minister so conclusive, that he waited 
upon Ahalya Baee, completely assured, that, if other 
motives failed, a despair of successful resistance would 
compel her to acquiesce; but he soon discovered his 
error. He was told at once by this high-minded 
woman, that his plan was disgraceful to the house of 
Holkar, and should never have her consent; and she

* Gungadhnr Jeswunt, held his Btation of Dew an, or Minister, to 
the Holkar family from the Paishwah. He had been nominated by 
Bajerow to th a t office with Hulliar Row, when the latter was first 
promoted to high command.

t  Thin description of present to a superior ia termed Nazarana.

' e°lfex



particularly disapproved of his intended gift to Rago- 
bah, whose right of interference on the occasion she 
entirely rejected. The heirs of Mulhar Row, she said, 
were extinct on the death of her son, and she had, as 
wife and mother of the two last representatives of the 
family, the exclusive privilege of selecting the succes- 
sor> — and that just claim she was resolved, at all 
hazards, to maintain. It is probable that Ahalya Baee 
had not only also consulted with her own principal 
adherents, but with the Mahratta military chiefs who 
were in Malwa when these events occurred. Her whole 
conduct, however, at this crisis of her fortune, and of 
tne Holkar government, shewed that her resolution had 
been seriously taken, and would be firmly maintained. 
On hearing that Ragobah was making preparations to 
compel her to compliance, she sent him a message, 
earnestly advising him not to make war on a woman, 
h°m which he might incur disgrace, but could never 
( ciive honour. She added, to give effect to this re- 
nionstiance, every preparation for hostilities. The troops 

0 kar evinced enthusiasm in her cause; and she 
uadt a politic display of her determination to lead 
lem corubat in person, by directing four bows, with 

quiveis full of arrows, to be fitted to the corners of the 
™  ah ,° r sea*t on her favourite elephant. Ragobah 

ties'16}*' ^  ^1St etlually resolved to proceed to extremi- 
gj j. ^is followers were reluctant; and Madhajee
him ^ i I * '1 JaDn° ^ e Bhonslah, refused to unite with 
pond' ' un^rafceful minister, to subvert the inde- 
the f 16 ^ ° ^ ar family. These sentiments, and
to whom A) 1 Ĉ̂ er ®Fom Paishwah Madhoo Row, 

ia y a Baee had referred, turned the scale
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completely in her favour. That prince directed his 
uncle to desist from all farther attempts against the 
respectable widow of Kundee Row, whose right to the 
management of affairs was indisputable. These injunc
tions were implicitly obeyed; and Ahalya Baee gave, 
in her first act, a proof of her judgment, to which much 
of the prosperity, and reputation that afterwards attend
ed her administration may be referred. She elected for 
the commander of her army, and to fulfil those duties 
which as a female she could not perform, Tukajee 
Holkar, a chief of the same tribe, but no way related* 
to Mulliar Row. Tukajee was highly esteemed as a 
soldier by that chief, and commanded the Pagah, or 
household troops; and, before he had reached his present 
power, had established a character, which be maintained 
through life, of a plain unaffected Mahratta soldier. 
Ragobah, after this arrangement, proceeded to Poona; 
and was invited to take the route of Mhysir, where he 
was most hospitably entertained by Ahalya Baee. She 
directed the contingent of the family to accompany 
him to the Mahratta capital, under the command of 
Iukajee, who, she desired, should in person receive from 
the Paishwall an honorary dress, and a commission, 
confirming him in his high station. All her wishes 
were complied w ith; and she in her turn restored, on 
the ground of his former services and high character, 
the minister Gungadhur to favour.

1 ho divided authority established in the Holkar state,

Am this chief is the grandfather of the present representative of 
the house of Holkar. he is always termed, by the present minister
aud others, a relation of the great Mnlhar Row ; but this is not the 
fact.

(CT
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fromPtno clay of Tukajee’s elevation, had a character 
which, judging from common rules, was not likely to 
admit of its subsisting a week; but it remained for 
above thirty years undisturbed by jealousy or ambition. 
This is to be ascribed to the virtue and moderation of 
the parties, to their respect for each other, and to their 
having distinct and, generally speaking, distant spheres 
of action.

Ahalya Baee had chosen Tukajee to command the 
armies of the state, and to be the titled head of the 
sovereignty, after he had attained an age when the 
mind is confirmed in its habits. A partiality for her 
own choice made her very indulgent; and Tukajee 
seems never to have forgotten for a moment his original 
sense of obligation to his benefactress; besides which, 
the respeetthat her virtues and liberal piety had estab
lished over all India, had given her such a reputation 
that to have treated her with neglect or ingratitude, 
much less to have returned her generosity with any 
usurpation of her property or rights, would have con
signed him to general execration. It is but justice, 
however, to this manly soldier to declare, that he ap
pears never to have needed the check of such consider
ations. Although for a time much under the influence 
of one of the principal ministers* of the government, 
who was not favourably disposed towards Ahalya Baee, 
he never deviated from the path he first pursued. He 
was more than obedient: he was dutiful, and all bis 
actions were directed to please and conciliate (lie priu- 
(esn, to whom he was solely indebted for his high station.

I  be name of this man was Karroo Gunneiss. He is represented
ave been an artful and ambitious Brahmin.

■ g°5 x
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c constantly called her his mother; hut, as she was 
much younger than him, this relation was not engraved 
upon his seal. Qu that he was styled, by her command,
" Tukajee, the son of Mulhar Row Holkar.”—These 
facts will appear still more extraordinary, when we 
advert to the manner in which the state was governed. 
When Tukajee was in the Deckan (and he remained 
theie at one period tor twelve years), all the territories 
oi the family South of the Satpoora range, were 
managed by him, and the countries North of that limit 
wen; under Ahalya Baee, to whom the different tributa
ries also made their annual payments. While he was in 
Hindustan (he never remained long in Malwa) he col
lected the revenues of the countries that had been 
acquired there, and in Bundelcund, and also the tributes 
°1 Hajpootana. The districts in Malwa and Nemaur 
continued, as usual, under the direction of Ahalya Baee; 
and her authority was on such occasions extended over 
the possessions in the Deckan. The treasures of the 
family, which were very considerable (said to have been 
t.,.' millions), remained with Ahatya Baee ; and she had 
besides personal estates yielding annually above four 
lacs of mpees, which, with the hoard above-mentioned, 
"ci entirely expended at her discretion ; while all tire 
iest id the receipts w< re brought into a general account, 
•nid applied to the expenditure of the government.

w accounts of receipts and disbursements were kept 
with scrupulous exactness; and Ahalya Baee, after pay- 
’"g the civil and militia* charges, sent the balance that

the "h‘Ch mea“S a l0Cal miUfcary> employed for
™*y be litor»Uv ' mtt:rnal pee^' and to aid in revenue collections,

y Un,U> interpreted “ Militia.”
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remained in the public treasury, to supply the exigen
cies of the army employed abroad. Tukajee was, no 
doubt, from the distance at which he was placed, and 
the scenes in which he was engaged, otten obliged to 
act for himself j but he is stated to have referred, on 
every occasion in which the general interests ot the 
government were implicated, to Almlya Baee ; and in 
matters relating to peace or war, or to the foreign 
relations of the state, her supremacy was proclaimed 
by the envoys* of all the principal, as well as petty, 
rulers of India residing at her court: ministers, deputed 
directly from her, resided at Poonaf, Hyderabad, Se- 
ringapatam, Nagpoor. Lucknow, aud Calcutta; while 
inferior agents remained at the courts^ of tbe petty 
Rajas, particularly those from whom tribute was col
lected.

I t appears, from what has been related, that Alialya 
Baee was the actual head of the government; aud tuka
jee, gratified by his high station and her complete 
confidence, continued, during her life, to exercise no 
duties beyond those of commander-in-chief of the army, 
and the collection of the reveuues that his vicinity 
enabled him to realize with more convenience than any 
other agent of her administration. The servants ot the 
Holkar Government, who filled offices at the period, 
speak all the same language; and, with every disposition 
to praise Tukajee, strengthened by his grandson being 
on the throne,§ they never go higher in their eulogium

* Vakeels.
t  When Tukajee was in the Pcekau. he was the medium of nH 

intercourse with the Pnishwah j but in his absence, Ahalya Baee kept 
au intelligent agent at the oourt of Poona,

|  Durbars. § Mnsnud.
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say, that he fulfilled all the expectations of 
Ahalya Baee, and was to the last hour of his existence 
attentive, faithful, and obedient.

It has been stated, that Tukajee went to Poona to 
attend the Paishwah, but his stay was short in the 
Deckan. While the behaviour of the Bhurtpoor Jauts, 
subsequent to the battle of Paniput, had excited grati
tude in the minds of the Mahrattas, that of many of 
the Mahomedan chiefs in Hindustan, and above all, of 
Nujeeb ud Dowlah,* had inflamed the resentment of 
the discomfited nation. An attack upon Nujeebabad, 
the stronghold of the latter’s family, was determined 
on ; and a large army marched from the Deckan to 
carry it into execution. Tukajee was on the expedi
tion, but acted only a subordinate part, being under 
the direction of Ramchunder Gunneiss,f who com
manded on the part of the Paishwah. I t appears from 
a Persian manuscript, that Tukajee opened a communi
cation with Nujeeb Khan, on the ground of the ancient 
friendship that had subsisted between him and Mulhar 
Row Holkar, which was approved by Ramchunder, but 
reprobated by Madhajee Sindia, who asked if a peace
able settlement was to be substituted for the revenge 
which they had united to accomplish. “ I require (he 
“ said) for the Paishwah the country possessed by this

* To the courage and conduct of this celebrated chief, the victory 
of Paniput has been in a great degree attributed ; and there con bo 
no doubt lie was tho chief author of the combination among the 
Mahomcdans, which produced that memorable result.

f  This chief is distinguished from another of the same name by 
ids title of Beonee Wallah, or quartermaster-general of the Mahratta 
armies. He had on this occasion above sixty thousand horse, of whom 
many were - fated to be Pindarries,
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“ ciiirf aiul the Afghans. I demand for myself the blood 
“ of my brother.* * * § of my nephews,"f* and my own leg, 
“ of all use of which I am deprived. Nor will I aban- 
“ don my hopes of vengeance, because Tukajee Holkar 
“ choses to make a brother of this Omrah. You may 
“ write, however (he added), to Madhoo Row at Poona; 
“ and if he sanctions by his command such proceedings, 
“ l a m  a servant, and shall obey.”! These sentiments 
did not prevent the counsel of Tukajee from being 
adopted. I t was thought best to take advantage of the 
good disposition evinced by Nujeeb ud Dowlah, lest pro
ceeding to extremities agaifist so brave and popular a 
chief might again unite the Mahomedans; and it was 
farther foreseen, that peace with him would enable them 
to lev}', undisturbed, tribute on the Jauts and Rajpoots, 
and increase their resources for future operations. ! his 
policy was pursued, and a twelvemonth passed in plunder
ing their Hindu friends.^ Nujeeb ud Dowlah was at this 
moment in the last stage of his existence. He visited 
the Mahratta camp, and an attempt was made to recon
cile him with Sindia, but neither were sincere; and, a 
few weeks before Nujeeb ud Dowlah retired to his capi
tal to die, he placed the hand of his son Zabita Khan 
in that of Tukajee, and requested his protection, antici
pating the ruin that was soon to overwhelm his family.

* Dutta.iee. f  Junkajee and Sambajeo.
f  I translated this from a Persian manuscript, written for Sir

Charles Malet. by Meer u Been Hussein Klmn, the father of the 
Nabob Kumal Udeen, and given to mo by the latter’s son, the present 
commander of the Quick war horso in IVIalwa. Moer u Deen was an 
actor in the scenes he decribes.

§ Among these, Newul Singh of Bhurtpoor, for whom they pro
fessed such friendship, was the chief sufferer.
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Tlie death of this Omrah removed the last barrier to the 
Mahratta conquest of Hindustan, the capital of which, 
ftnd its finest provinces, they soon afterwards subjugated. 
They were aided in the accomplishment of this under
taking by the weak Shah Allum, who had left the 
piotection of the British Government to lend his name, 
and what little influence he still retained, to enable the 
enemies of his dynasty and religion to destroy the only 
Mahomedan chief who possessed sufficient energy to 
retard their progress. These events led, as has been 
stated, to the aggrandizement of Madhajee Sindia, who 
soon became the real sovereign of Delhi and its surround
ing territories; while Tukajee Holkar returned to Mal- 
wa, where lie declined to the rank of a secondary chief 
before the rising fortunes of his abler and more aspiring 
rival.

The death oi the Paishwah Madlioo Row,* and the 
murder of his younger brother, Narrain Row, by Rago- 
oah Dada, called at this period all the Mahratta chiefs to 
the Deckan. The celebrated confederacy of Barrah Bhaee, 
ot the twelvef brothers, as the chiefs were designated 
viho combined against the murderer, was joined by 
Madhajee Sindia and Tukajee Holkar, which involved 
these leaders in a war with the British Government, 
whose name was, at this crisis of Mahratta history, asso-

* Madhoo Row died on the 18th November, 1772 ; and his brother, 
Aarndn Row, was murdered on the 30th August, 1773.

t I never could learn why the number twelve was used on this 
ooeaaion >.. > exprees, as it did, an indefinite number. With the attach
ment to usage that marks the Mafcrafctas, the term Barrah Bhaee has
jern continued, ns denoting combination ; and a body of Mahratta 
jisi. now hi the service of Holkar, composed of parties of different 

ere’ 18 distinguished by this appellation.
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dated witli the cause of guilt and usurpation. The 
united chiefs proclaimed Madhoo Row, the posthumous 
son of Narrain Row, Paishwah; but the real power of 
that high station devolved on Ballajee Junardun, com
monly called Nana Furnavese, an able Brahmin, who 
acted a prominent part in forming the combination 
against Ragobah. The results of this combination have 
been noticed. The treaty* of Salbaee confirmed the 
triumph of those by whom it had been effected.

Tukajee Holkar appears acting a very conspicuous 
part in a war which the Poona Government, aided by 
the Nizam, carried on against Tip poo Sultan; and lie 
proceeded, the year after it was concluded, to Mhysir, to 
pay his respects to Ahalya Baee. There, however, his 
stay was short, as he was called upon to take a share in 
the operations which terminated in establishing the 
power of Ali Bahadur,j* the natural son of Bajerow, 
over a great portion of Bundelcund, and that of Madha- 
jee Sindia over the whole of Hindustan. The force of 
Tukajee boro no proportion to that of the latter chief; 
and he consequently derived little benefit from these 
conquests. The claims of the family of Holkar to an 
equal share were advanced and nominally admitted, 
and at a settlement of accounts^ some districts were

* A treaty was concluded by Colonel Upton in 177(1 ; but hostilities 
recommenced, and the war was not terminated till the treaty of 
Salbaee

f He was the son of the first Bajerow, by a Mahomedan mother; 
and as his birth deprived him of the privileges of his father’s tube, 
he was, though acknowledged by the latter as his son, brought up in 
the religion of his mother.

|  These accounts had commenced between. Bairojee Sindin and 
Mulhar Row Holkar. and remained unsettled till the period mentioned.

■ G°^N\
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granted to liquidate the acknowledged balance in their 
favour; but the predominating control of Madhajee pre
vented any benefit from the cession, and when that chief 
proceeded to Poona, to establish his influence at the 
court of the Paishwah, Tukajee became involved in dis
putes with the leaders, particularly Lukwa Dada, left 
by Sindia in Hindustan; which terminated, as has been 
before staged, in an action at the pass of Lakheree, 
where he was defeated by the infantry of De Boigne.* 
This victory was, from reasons before assigned, productive 
of no immediate consequences. Sindia’s troops returned 
to Hindustan, and those of Tukajee pursued their march 
to Indore and Mhysir, without retaliating the aggression 
upon Madhajee’s possessions in Malwa. This fact leads to 
a conclusion, that it was more of a quarrel between Tuka
jee and Madhajee’s commander, than between the Sindia 
and Holkar families.

Tukajee remained but a few months in Mahva, from
whence he was summoned to join the Mahratta chiefs,
then assembling at Poona for a general attack on the
dominions of Nizam Ali Khan, which had been lon«-©
projected. The result of this attack has been narrated. 
Tukajee Holkar, who was at this period about seventy 
years of age, had risen to higher consideration after the 
death of Madhajee Sindia, being looked up to as the 
oldest of those Mahratta military chiefs who had wit
nessed the zenith of their glory; but his real strength 
was greatly inferior to that of Dowlet Row Sindia,

riiis, like all Mahratta defeats, is imputed to treachery; and 
in the manuscript given mu by Tautia Jogh, no less persons are 
accused than Casee Row and Bappoo Holkar, the son and nephew of 
Tukajee.

/ s '  / ^ ~ v ‘A
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Avliose youthful impetuosity calculated solely on force; 
and the consequence was, that Tukajee acted a less dis
tinguished part in the transactions which followed the 
defeat of the Nizam, and the death of the Paishwah 
Madhoo Row, than might have been expected from his 
age and reputation. He appears, throughout this scene 
of unparalleled intrigue, as the friend and supporter of 
Sindia; but he was probably, from years and infirmities, 
incapable of exertion; for ho died before it terminated, 
leaving behind him the character of a good soldier, a 
plain unaffected man, and one whose courage was su
perior to his craft, which is no slight praise for a 
Mahratta leader. We are greatly prepossessed in favour 
of Tukajee, by the temper, gratitude, and obedience 
"which he evinced towards Ahalva Baee. Throughout 
the long pei’iod that intervened between his elevation 
and her death, which occurred two years previous to 
his own, there never was any serious* dispute, much 
less a rupture, between them. This reflects great credit 
on both; but, perhaps, the greatest on Ahalya Baee, 
whose government of the Holkar territories in Central 
India must now be noticed. I t presents us with few 
events like those which have been narrated; but its 
merit consists in their absence. The character of her 
administration was for more than thirty years the basis 
ot the prosperity which attended the dynasty to which 
she belonged ; and although, latterly, it was obscured by 
the genius and success of Madhajee Sindia, it continued

* I considered this fact so extraordinary, that I made the most 
minute enquiries from numerous persons personally acquainted with 
both: these all confirmed the truth of what we learn from their 
history.
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to sustain its rank during her life as one of the principal 
branches of the Maliratta empire. The manner in which 
the authority of the state was divided between Tukajee 
and Ahalya Baee has been already mentioned. The 
management of all the provinces in Malwa and Nemaur 
was the peculiar department of the latter; and her 
great object was, by just and moderate government, 
to improve the condition of the country, while she pro
moted the happiness of her subjects. She maintained 
but a small force independent of the territorial militia; 
but her troops were sufficient, aided by the equity of 
her administration, to perserve internal tranquillity; and 
she relied on the army of the state, actively employed 
in Hindustan and the Deekan, and on her own reputa
tion, for safet}  ̂against all external enemies.

I t is not common with the Hindus* (unless in those 
provinces where they have learnt the degrading usage 
from their Mahomedan conquerors) to confine females, 
())■ to compel them to wear veils. The Mahrattas of 
rank (even the Brahmins)f have, with few exceptions, 
rejected the custom, which is not prescribed by any of 
their religious institutions. Ahalya Baee, therefore, of
fended no prejudice, when she took upon herself the 
direct management of affairs, and sab every day for a

* The principal exceptions are the higher classes of Rajpoots, ami 
particularly the Rajas and chiefs of this tribe; and there is > f nson 
to conclude they have adopted the practice, in a great degree, from 
the Mahomedans, as we find many passages in their popular tales to 
warrant a belief that their customs in this respect were different 
when the Hindu government prevailed over India.

t  Mr- Scott Waring, in his History of the Mahrattas, mentions 
having frequently seen the wife of the Ex-Paishwah Bajerow exercis
ing her horse.
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considerable period, in open Durbar, transacting business.
Her first principle of government appears to have been 
moderate assessment, and an almost sacred respect for 
the native rights of village officers and proprietors of 
land.* She heard every complaint in person; and al
though she continually referred causes to courts of equity 
and arbitration, and to her ministers, for settlement, 
she was always accessible ; and so strong was her sense 
of duty, on all points connected with the distribution 
of justice, that she is represented as not only patient, 
but unwearied, in the investigation of the most insigni- 
ficant causes, when appeals were made to her decision.

Aware of the partiality which was to be expected 
from information supplied by members and adherents 
of the Holkar family, regarding Ahalya Baee, facts were 
collected from other quarters to guard against the im
pressions, which the usual details of her administration 
are calculated to make. It was thought the picture had 
been overcharged with bright colours, to bring it more 
into contrast with the opposite system that has since 
prevailed in the countries she formerly governed; but, 
although enquiries hnvo been made among all ranks and 
classes, nothing has been discovered to diminish the 
eulogiums, or rather blessings, which are poured forth 
whenever her name is mentioned. The more, indeed, 
enquiry is pursued, the more admiration is excited : but 
it appears above all extraordinary, how she had mental 
and bodily powers to go through with the labours she 
deposed upon herself, and which from the ago of thirty

* ^hes i are termed Wutfcuudurs, or holders of native rights, in 
* et‘tral India. A particular account of their duties and immunities 
■"'ill be given in the Chapter on Revenue.

K . ’
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of sixty,* wli£ii slie died, were unremifcted. The 
hours gained from the affairs of the state were all given 
to acts of devotion and charity; and a deep sense of 
religion appears to have strengthened her mind in the 
performance of her worldly duties. She used to say, 
that she “ deemed herself answerable to God for every 
“ exercise of pow er;” and in the full spirit of a pious 
and benevolent mind was wont to exclaim, when urged 
by her ministers to acts of extreme severity, “ Let us, 
“ mortals, beware how we destroy the works of the 
“ Almighty.”

From a very minute narrativef which has been ob
tained of Ahalya Baee’s daily occupations, it appears, 
that she rose one hour before daybreak to say her 
morning prayers, and perform the customary ceremonies. 
She then heard the sacred volumes of her faith read 
for a fixed period, distributed alms, and gave food, in 
person, to a number of Brahmins. Her own breakfast 
was then brought, which was always of vegetable d ie t; 
for, although the rules of her tribe did not require it, 
she had forsworn animal food. After breakfast she 
again went to prayers, and then took a short repose ; 
after rising from which, and dressing herself, she went

* She succeeded to the administration of the Holkar Government 
in a . D. 17G5, and died in A. d . 1796.

t  This was given me by Baramul Dada, the present manager of 
Mhysir. This sensible old man (now near ninety years of age) was 
the liower, or adopted domestic, of Ahalya Baee His occupation 
was to wash her tutelary deities and attend her person. His rever 
ence for her memory exceeds all bounds. He gave me a manuscript 
containing the account in the text of her usual appropriation of 
time, and of the devotional exercises she imposed upon herself every 
inCnlh in the year, v, l.ieh varied according to the rank and attributes 
of the presiding divinity of the season.
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about two o’clock to her Durbar, or court, where she 
usually remained till six in the evening; and when two 
or three hours had been devoted to religious exercises 
and a frugal repast, business recommenced about nine 
o’clock, and continued until eleven, a t which hour she 
retired to rest. This course of life, marked by prayer, 
abstinence, and labour, knew little variation, except 
what was occasioned by religious firsts and festivals 
(of which she was very observant), and the occurrence 
of public emergencies.

The success of Ahalya Baee in the internal adminis
tration of her domains was altogether wonderful. The 
principles upon which the collections were made and 
justice administered, will be noticed hereafter: suffice 
it here to say, that so efficient were those relations 
which she had established with foreign princes, that 
her territiv • were never invaded, except for a tew 
Weeks by h iee Rana of Odeypoor, who made an un
successful1 effort to aid some of his tribe who had 
seized upon Rampoora. The undisturbed internal tran
quillity of the country was even more remarkable than 
its exemption from foreign attack. This was equally 
produced by her manner of treating the peaceable, as 
Well as the more turbulent and predatory classes ; she 
was indulgent to the former, and, although firm and 
severe, ju st and considerate towards the latter. We 
shall find no more correct standard by which to estimate *

* Ahalya Baoc instantly detached a force under Shoreef Bhaeo, the 
commander of her card-, who surprised and defeated the invaders 
ac the village of Palsorah, twenty-four miles “North of Muudissor. 
'■he liana, on hearing' of this event, sued for peace, which was 
granted.
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a government in India, than the permanence, or instabi
lity of its ministers, and the reputation of its provincial 
and other public officers. I t is a criterion by which 
the natives always judge of their governors. Alialya 
Baeo had the same minister* a Brahmin of excellent 
character, throughout the whole period of her reign ; 
and her manager's were seldom, if ever, changed.*}*

Indore, which she had raised from a village to a 
wealthy city, was always regarded by her with particu
lar consideration. Many extraordinary instances of her 
maternal regard for its inhabitants are narrated. Tuka- 
jee Holkar, when encamped near it with the army, had 
desired (at the instigation of some interested persons) 
to share in the wealth of a rich banker}; who died 
without children. The wife of the deceased hastened 
to Mhysir, where she implored relief of Ahalya Baee. 
Her story was listened to ; a dress, which confirmed her 
as sole mistress of the house and property of her hus
band, was bestowed upon h e r; and Tukajee instantly 
received an order to march a short distance from Indore, 
and not to molest her city with unjust exactions. A ready

* His name was Govind Punt Gunnoo.
t  Kundee Row was for moro than twenty years Komisdar, or 

manager of Indore ; and it is the general tradition, that ho gratified 
his mistress less, by the regularity with which he collected the 
revenue, than the spectacle he presented her of a happy and content
ed population.

f  The name of th is banker, or Soucar, was Davychund. It is true , 
that, according to the usage of the Bunniah tribe! the w ife succeeds, 
and i t  may in  Btriotness be termed un just to  have acted otherwise'

ian Ahalya Baee did on this occasion ; but on reference to the 
common practice of Native governments we find that, in such cases, 
a largo share of tho property is often claimed by the state, and a 
farther sum is usually required for charitable purposes.
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obedience to tlie mandate made amends for the error of 
Tukajee, while the occurrence more endeared Ahalya 
Baee to a town where her name is to this day not only 
revered, but adored,

Ahalya Baee derived much aid, in the internal admin
istration of her country, from the strength and reputa
tion of Madhajee Sindia, which maintained tranquillity 
throughout his possessions in Central India. She had 
been greatly indebted to this chief at the commencement 
of her career, and she continued through life to cultivate 
his friendship with the fullest sense ot its importance. 
His character forbids the conclusion that his motives 
for supporting her were disinterested ; but, although he 
might have desired to share the treasures left by Mulhar 
Bow to his successors, no prince was ever more alive to 
the value of impression ; and in seeking to be considered 
the friend of Ahalya Baee, Madhajee was well aware 
how much he advanced his own reputation. I t does 
not appear how she first purchased his support; subse
quently, however, she lent him thirty lacs of rupees,* 
lor which he gave a bond, but probably without any 
intention of ever paying it. He perhaps thought his 
active friendship conferred benefits amply discharging 
the pecuniary obligation. His managers and other 
officers, civil and military, had orders to aid and support 
her authority ; and this gave a.strength to her govern
ment, which, from the intermixed nature of their respec- 
t'Vu territories, could have been derived from no other 
quarter.

the fBcsi'le s ^i*lo*u,H «irkar Baee (ofteaer called Mosseah Baee), 
•Ikt, aT oim l'0 Mistress of Mulhar Row, advauoed Madhajee, when insix rUpees

t ( l ) | <SL
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ihe tributaries of the Hollcar family were, during the 

administration of Ahalya Baee, treated with an attention 
and moderation that made delays even in their payments 
unusual; and when these occurred, liey indignant remon
strances, which were as severe as they were just, inspired 
an awe that hardly ever failed of effect. The numerous 
petty leaders* of the Rajpoot tribes, who had, from 
their ability to pillage, established a claim to a portion 
of the revenue, were almost all brought to fair and ami
cable terms. And, as Madhajee Sindia observed the 
same policy, this class, generally speaking, were peace
able and contented. The fond object of her life was to 
promote the prosperity of all around her; she rejoiced, 
we are told, when she saw bankers, merchants, farmers, 
arid cultivators, rise to affluence; and, so far from deem
ing their increased wealth a ground of exaction, she 
considered it a legitimate claim to increased^* favour and

* These chiefs, who are called Grassiahs, will be particularly des
cribed in a subsequent chapter.

f  Kliealee Ram (the nephew of Himmnt Row, formerly a civil 
officer of high rank in the service of the Nabob of Bhopal), who was 
two years one of my principal writers, informed me that about thirty- 
two yenrB ago, when he was manager of Bersiah, a rich Soucar. Subh 
Kliem Doss, died at Scronje without heirs. The manager demanded 
three lacs of rupees, threatening, if  this sum was not paid, to seize 
the property for the state. The family desired the widow to adopt a 
son ; but this he peremptorily refused to allow, unless they paid the 
present, or rather fine, he had demanded. Tho widow and her 
nephew whom she wished to adopt, attended by a numerous party of 
relations and friends, hastened to Mhysir. Ahalya Baee did not keep 
them a day in suspense; she removed hor manager, confirmed the 
adoption, and refused even a small present. Taking the adopted 
° 'lld upon her knee, she gave him clothes, some jewels, and a 
r.-i anquin, and sent him and all concerned back to Seronje, to speak,
W e 'listed, of her goodness and justice. The object of bur

FAMILY OF HOLKAR.
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protection. The settlements of Ahalya Baee with the 
Gontl plunderers on the Nerbudda, and the Bheels who 
inhabit the mountainous tracts of the province, were as 
happy as her other arrangements; and that they had 
Rot complete success, is to be imputed to othei causes 
than her want of vigour or sagacity. She first tried 
gentle measures of conciliation with this class, but find
ing them ineffectual, she had recourse to a more rigoious 
system. Several incorrigible offenders * were taken and 
put to death. Such examples of her severe justice 
were rare ; for though she knew well how to inspire 
dread, when it was necessary, in the minds of the most 
hardened robbers, conciliation and kindness were the 
means she preferred; and, while she deterred them

bounty is still alive, but he has lived to be despoiled of all his wealth 
by Ameer Khan, the present possessor of Seronjo.

Another remarkable instance of Ahalya Baee's disinterestedness 
was related to me by Tautia Jogh, the present minister of the Holkar 
state. Tuppee Doss and Benares Doss, two brothers, who were Sou- 
°ars, or bankers, in Kergong, died about the same date, without heirs,

. leaving two lacs of rupees in specie, and two more due to them.
1 uppee Doss’s wife came t> Ahalya Baee, at Mhysir, and. through the 
e'der brother of Tautia Jogh, proposed to make over to the state the 
fortune her husband nud her brother bad accumulated under its pro- 
teetion. Ahalya Baee declined the offer, and advised the widow (if 
she did not want it) to bestow it in charity, or expend it in public 
and useful buildings that would do honour to her husband’s memory, 
^he advice was taken ; and a Ghaut, or flight of stone steps, to the 
v'ver at Korgoug, with a temple dedicated to Guupntty, still remain as 
111 omanals of the manner in which the wealth which Ahalya I»aeo 
ejected was expended.
 ̂ Amongst these was Mundroop Singh, a noted freebooter, whose 
J^Ughold was Sillamih, on the banks of the Nerbudda. The trou! ’u 

a for three years with the descendants of this robber chief gave 
fall insight into the atrocities which compelled Ahalya Baee to 

Xert a aeverity to which her nature was reluctant.

' G°l& x



s(Jf)« ■ (fiT
f a m il y  o f  h o l k a b . D I j

froiTi the continuance of a life of plunder by the es
tablishment of posts, she invited them to a better 
mode of life, by the most considerate attention to 
their habits. Their ancient right to a small duty* 
on goods passing their hills was admitted; but she 
exacted, in recompense for her concessions, and for 
the grants she made them of waste lands, an obliga
tion to protect the roads, and to recover any property 
that was stolen within their respective^ limits. There 
would be no end to a minute detail of the measures of 
her internal policy. I t is sufficient to observe, she lias 
become, by general suffrage, the model of good govern
ment in Malwa. Tantia Jogh, the present minister of 
the prince Mulhar Row, is satisfied that he is at once 
pleasing us, gratifying the family with the management 
of whose affairs he is entrusted, and gaining popularity 
by professing to follow the example of this extraordi
nary female; and her name is considered such excellent 
authority, that an objection is never made, when her 
practice is pleaded as the precedent.

The correspondence of Ahalya Baee extended to the 
most remote parts of India. I t was generally carried 
on through Brahmins, who were the agents of her pious 
munificence, which was as unexampled as it was un-

* This is called the Bheel’s Cowry. It differs in almost every place, 
hut is no where ubove half a piece on a bullock load.

t J have had the same settlement to make with the same class of 
people; and while the present minister of the Hotter Government 
has considered that he went as far in liberal conciliation as he could, 
by agreeing to restore the* relations which were established in Ahalya 
Kaee’s time, I have never found the rudest inhabitants of the moun- 
tains desire farther indulgence This is incontrovertible evidence of 
her aide conduct in this difficult department of her administration.
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bounded. When the treasures of Holkar came into her 
possession, slie is stated to have appropriated them, by 
tile performance of a religious ceremony* (common with 
Hindus), to the purposes of charity and good works. 
‘"She built several forts, and at that ot Jaum constructed 
a road, with great labour and cost, over the t  indhya 
range, where it is almost perpendicular, bhe expended 
considerable sums in religious edifices at Mhysir, and 
huilt many temples,f Dhurmsallas (or places ol rest lor 
travellers), and wells, throughout the Holkar possessions 
in Malwa. But her munificence tvas not limited to her 
own territories; at all the principal places ot Hindu 
pilgrimage, including as far East and West SB Jagger- 
batli in Cuttack, and Dwaraca in Guzerat, and as far 
North as Kedarnath,| among the snowy mountains ot 
Himalaya, and South as Ramiseram, near Capo Como
rin, she built holy edifices, maintained establishments, 
at>d sent annual sums to be distributed iu charity.  ̂ Hei 
principal structures are at Gyah, where a figure of hei-

*tE5he placed water iu her hand, and having mixed with it Home 
leaves of the Tool see tree while a Brahmin pronounced a prayer, she 
sprinkled the water over the treasure, which was considered by this 
act devoted to charity.

t  that at the village of Niniawur. opposite Hindi*, which she 
mooted, although small, is one of the most beautiful buildings f have 
seetl in this quarter of India.

t  Captain T. D. Steuart, oue of my politic:. S nt-s, when tra 
velling to Kedarnaih. in  1818, bad frequent opportunities of reinark- 

the veneration in which the memory of Almlya Bace is held in 
reTn°w> part of India. There is an excellent stone Dhurm-alla 
ur good repair, and a Coond. or reservoir of water, built at the 

expense of th a t princess, for the accommodation of pilgrims and
a\o ler9 the stage beyond MtmdnL, and about three thousand feet 

' er, where not a vestige of any other habitation is to bo found.
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self adoring the image of Mali ad ova is preserved in one 
of the temples; and she is sainted among her own 
tribe, by its having been placed near the statues of the 
god Ramachandra, and his wife, the goddess Seeta.

Besides the fixed yearly disbursements which Ahalya 
Baee sent to support her establishments at the holy 
shrines of India, proportional, but less sums, were re
mitted to other sanctuaries. In addition to this fixed 
charity, she occasionally bestowed other presents; and 
nothing added more to her fame in the Southern regions 
of the peninsula, than the constant supply of Ganges 
water, which she was in the habit of sending to wash 
the sacred images of the different temples. These ex
tensive and pious donations probably proceeded from 
a sincere belief in her religion, and a desire to promote 
her own and her country’s welfare, by propitiating the 
favour of the deities she worshipped ; but we find in 
many of her observances and institutions, a spirit of 
charity which had the truest character of wisdom and 
benevolence. She daily fed the poor; and on particu
lar festivals gave entertainments to the lowest classes. 
During the hot months of the year persons were sta
tioned on the roads to supply travellers with w ater; 
and at the commencement of the cold season she gave 
clothes to great numbers of her dependants, and to 
infirm people. Her feelings of general humanity were 
ofteu carried to an extraordinary excess. The beasts of 
the field, the birds of the air, and the fish of the river 
shared in her compassion ; portions of food were allot
ted to them, and the peasant near Mhysir used in hot 
days to see his yoke of oxen stopped during their la
bour to be refreshed with water brought by a servant

FAMILY OF HOLKAR.
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of ATialya Baeo; while fields she had purchased were 
covered with flocks of birds, that had been justly, as 
Ahalya Baee used to observe, driven by cultivators from 
destroying the grain, on which the latter depended for 
their own sustenance.

We may smile at such universal sympathy, and per
haps censure the bigotry which bestowed on Brahmins 
tlie largest share of her charity, and wasted the trea
sures of a state in the erection and maintenance of 
edifices in distant lands; but it was well asked by 
an intelligent Brahmin* (to whom this remark was 
addressed), “ Whether Ahalya Baee, by spending double 
“ the money on an army that she did in charity 
“ and good works, could have preserved her countiy 
“ lor above thirty years in a state of profound peace, 
“ while she rendered her subjects happy and bci^elt 
“ adored ? No person (he added) doubts the sinco- 
“ rity of her p ie ty ; but if she had merely possessed 
“ worldly wisdom, she could have devised no means so 
“ admirably calculated to effect the object. I was (this 
“ person concluded) in one of the principal offices at 
“ Poona during the last years of her administration, and 
“ know well what feelings were excited by the mere 
“ mention of he)' name. Among the princes of her own 
“ nation, it would have been looked upon as sacrilege to 
‘ have become her enemy, or, indeed, not to have de- 
“ fended her against any hostile attempt. She was con- 
“ sidered by all in the same light. The Nizam ot the 
1 Deckan and Tippoo Sultan granted her the same res-

* I quote here the precise worrls of tin: reply made to an observa
tion of mine that expressed doubt of the wisdom of Alialya lluee’s 
conduct.

■ e° lfc X



i is the Paishwah; and Mahomedans joined with 
Hindus in prayers for her long life and prosperity.”
An event occurred in the latter years of Ahalya Baee 

of too interesting and afflicting a nature to be passed 
over in silence. The melancholy death of her only son, 
Malee Row, has been noticed. She had, besides, one 
daughter, Muchta Baee, who was married* and had one 
son.f who, after reaching manhood, died at Mhysir. 
Twelve months afterwards his father died, and Muchta 
Baee declared immediately her resolution to burn with 
the corpse of her husband. No efforts (short of coer
cion) that a mother and a sovereign could use were 
untried by the virtuous Ahalya Baee to dissuade her 
daughter from the fatal resolution. She humbled her
self to the dust before her, and entreated her, as she 
levered her God, not to leave her desolate and alone 
upon earth. Muchta Baee, although affectionate, was 
calm and resolved. “ You are old, mother (she said), 
“ and a few years will end your pious life. My only 
“ child and husband are gone, and when you follow, life.

I feel, will be insupportable; but the opportunity of 
“ terminating it with honour will then have passed.” 
Ahalya Baee, when she found all dissuasion unavailing, 
determined to witness the last dreadful scene. Sl°e 
walked in the procession; and stood near the pile, where 
she was supported by two Brahmins, who held her 
arms. Although obviously suffering great agony of 
mind, site remained tolerably firm till the first blaze of 
the flame made her lose all self-command; and while 
her shrieks increased the noise made by the exulting

* Hor husband’s name was Jeswunt Row Paunseah, 
t  The child’s name was Nutheabah.

___
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% 1 * 1 1stroiits of the immense multitude that stood around, she 
was seen to gnaw in anguish those hands she could not 
liberate from the persons by whom she was held. After 
some convulsive efforts, she so far recovered as to join 
in the ceremony of bathing in the Nerbudda, when the 
bodies were consumed. She then retired to her palace, 
where for three days, having taken hardly any susten
ance, she remained so absorbed in grief that she never 
uttered a word. When recovered from this state, she 
seemed to find consolation in building a beautiful monu
ment* to the memory of those she lamented.

These particulars are related on the authority of 
several persons who were near witnesses of the affecting 
scene, besides that of Baramul Dada.f wlio was through
out in attendance on her. It is pleasing to find that her 
devotion, although it forbad her to infringe what usage 
had sanctioned and rendered holy, had not subdued in this 
admirable woman’s mind the natural feelings of humanity.

Ahalya Baee died at the age of sixty, worn out witli 
care and fatigue; and, according to some, she hastened 
her death by a too strict observance of the numerous 
fasts prescribed by her religion. She was of middle 
stature, and very thin. Though at no period of her life 
handsom e,her complexion, which was of a dark olive,

* There are few modern temples in India of more beautiful and 
finished workmanship than this monument of maternal love.

t  I went to the spot where this afflicting scene occurred, with the 
venerable Baramul Dada.; and though much affected, he seemed to 
take a melancholy delight in showing the spot where the pile was 
*&ade, and that where his mistress stood to witness her daughter s 
•aorifice.

t  When the beuutiful but wicked Anuntia Iiaee, wife of Itagolmh 
and mother of Bajerow, the es-Paishwah, was at Dhnr, envious, per-
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was clear; and her countenance is described as liaving 
been to the last hour of her existence agreeable, and 
expressive of that goodness which marked every action 
of her life. She was very cheerful, and seldom in 
anger; but, when provoked by wickedness or crime, 
the most esteemed of her attendants trembled* to 
approach her. The mind of this extraordinary woman 
had been more cultivated than i3 usual with Hindus : 
she could read, and understood the Puranas, or sacred 
books, which were her favourite study. She is repre
sented as having been singularly quick and clear in the 
transaction of public business. Her husband was killed 
before she was twenty years of age, and to that misfor
tune were added the vice and insanity of her son. 
These afflictions made a strong impression on her mind. 
After her husband’s death she never wore coloured 
clothes,•f* nor any jewels except a small necklace ; and, 
indeed, remained, amid every temptation, unchanged in 
her habits or character. Flattery even appears to have 
been lost upon Ahalya Bate. A Brahmin wrote a 
book in her praise, which she heard read with patience ; 
but, after observing “ she was a weak sinful woman,

Laps, of the fame of Ahalya Baee, sho sent a female attendant to 
bring an account of her looks. The woman is reported to Lave said 
on her return, “ Ahalya Baee has not beautiful features, hut a 
“ heavenly light is on her countenance.”—“ But sho is not handsome, 
you say,” was the only reply of her mistress, who felt consolation in 
this part of the report.

* Baramul Dad a, the venerable manager of Mhysir, who was for 
many years one of her most favourite servants, assured mo that when 
really in anger, which was of rare occurrence, her countenance struck 
terror into the miuds of the boldest f

f  She always dressed in plain white clothe.;, according to the usage 
cf Hindu widows, without even au embroidered or coloured border.
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^ro^aofc deserving such fine encomiums,” she directed 
it to be thrown into the Nerbudda, and took no farther 
notice of the author* The facts that have been stated 
ot Abalya Baee rest on grounds that admit of no scep- 
ticism.*f- I t is, however, an extraordinary picture:—a 
female without vanity, a bigot without intolerance ;+ a 
mind imbued with the deepest superstition, yet receiv
ing no impressions except what promoted the happiness 
of those under its influence; a being exercising, m the 
most active and able manner, despotic power, not mere
ly with sincere humility, but under the severest moral 
restraints that a strict conscience could impose on 
human action; and all this combined with the greatest 
indulgence for the weakness and faults of others. Such, 
at least, is the account which the natives of Malwa give 
of Ahalya Baee: with them her name is sainted, and 
she is styled an Avatar, or incarnation of the Divi
nity . In the most sober view that can be taken of her 
character, she certainly appears, within her limited 
sphere, to have been one of the purest and most exem
plary rulers that ever existed ; and she affords a strik-

* This anecdote was related to me by Baramul Dada, when sitting 
011 the terrace of her palace at Mhysir, which overhangs the ?<er- 
budda.

t Independently of the numorous and authentic sources from 
which these facts are drawn, my duty led to my making’, in derail, 
settlements and agreement.'* with tho snma classes ; and the minute evi
dence I have obtained regarding the acts and measures of the inter
nal administration of Ahalya Baee, places its real character beyond 
all doubt.

t  Intolerance Is not a defect of the Hindu religion ; but Ahalya 
Baee is represented to have goue farther, and to have been pi ouliarly 
kind and considerate to such of her subjects as differed from hoi 
in faith.


