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''5'! ■•’S^ommander in the service of Sindia, who brought a well- 
equipped Campoo, or brigade, of eight battalions and 
about forty guns. Fortunately for Bhopal, a serious 
dissension now occurred amongst its enemies’ leaders. 
The refusal of Jeswunt Row Bhow to make an advance 
of money to pay the troops of Baptiste was the first 
ground of discontent: this was daily aggravated, till a 
chance quarrel between a party of their foragers caused 
each to draw out their troops, and a serious affray en
sued. But the followers of the Bhow, particularly the 
infantry, which had suffered extremely during the siege, 
were not able to stand against the fresh and better- 
disciplined brigades of Baptiste; they fled in every direc
tion, leaving their camp to be plundered. This action 
took, place at Sehore, where Baptiste is said to have 
taken one hundred and three guns of different sizes. 
The Bhow and some of the leaders took refuge under 
the walls of Bhopal, where they were permitted to shel
ter themselves for one night, but requested to depart 
early the next day, as it was apprehended that their 
remaining there might be a motive for another attack, 
which, if aided by the renewal of a hostile combination, 
would probably have effected the destruction of this 
principality in spite of the heroic efforts made in its 
defence. That Baptiste did not prosecute the siege has 
been variously accounted for ; but the real cause was, 
that the overture made by Vizier Mahomed at this 
period to the British agent* in Bundelcund had been so 
far favourably entertained, that the Residentf at the

* The late Mr. AVauchope.
t  Mr- Straohey.—Vide that gentleman » Correspondence.



Gualior liad called upon Sindia to abstain from 
prosecuting hostilities against Bhopal, as that country 
gained importance when viewed as an instrument for 
repressing the Pindarries, whose excesses now menaced 
the general peace of India. The resident* at Nagpoor 
also, to whom Vizier Mahomed had sent an agent, er me
ed equal penetration in the delineation he early gave 
of the actual condition and character of this principality, 
and the eventual benefit that might be derived from its 
friendly disposition, local advantages, and resources, in 
the approaching contest against the predatory system 
which now threatened to desolate India.

Though Vizier Mahomed, when relieved from the 
pressure of misfortune, did not pursue his object of ob
taining tho protection of the English with the same 
ardour he at first exhibited, and tire negotiations that 
ensued were never matured into any engagement during 
his life ;f yet the knowledge of his being in constant 
communication with tho public officers of tho British 
Government was no slight shield, as it deterred his most 
powerful enemies from attacking him. Ho was. never
theless, continually engaged in that predatory warfare, 
amid which ho had lived, and of which the territories 
of the State that he governed had long been the focus.
One of the last actions of his life was an effort to rocon-

* Tide Despatch from Mr. Jenkins to Mr. Secretary Adam, dated 
29th October, 1814.

t  Vizier Mahomed died in 1816. In 1814 Mr. Jenkins’ letter to 
Lord Moira state.-), that the British Government had aiforded its pro
tection to tho St ate i f  Bhopal; but this appears to have been after
wards withdrawn ; t 1 ugh by Mr. Strachev’s communication from 
Guulior, it seems to have been our interference alone that prevented 
Baptiste’s attack on Bhopal.
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V « i k 'V  r<v V!vVV/ cile, by intermarriages, his family with that of Ghous 
Mahomed.* Vizier Mahomed died in February, A. D. 
181G, aged fifty-one, after having governed Bhopal little 
more than nine years; but of this short period he had not 
passed one day in repose. This principality, from the 
hour he assumed the government until that of his death, 
was threatene4 with destruction. Such a man could 
alone have saved it. Though as remarkable for prowess 
and valour as the most desperate. of the Afghan race, 
he was, in his manners, mild and pleasing ; but his look 
and stature were alike commanding, and there was in 
his disposition a sternness that inspired awe. He 
latterly gave way to habits of dissipation, which were 
believed to have shortonedf his existence. All, acquaint
ed with the vicissitudes of his life, deeply regretted his 
death at the moment it occurred. He should have lived 
to behold his patriotic efforts rewarded; to see the 
people of the land he loved rescued from destruction, and 
raised to happiness and prosperity by the Government 
which he had through life courted, and on which his 
hopes till the last hour of his life rested. This destiny 
was reserved for a son whom he selected and educated 
as his successor, and who proved himself every way 
worthy of his father.

* The daughter of Ghous Mahomed was married to Nuzzer Maho
med, the second nnd favourite sou of Vizier Mahomed ; while the latter 
chief gave the eldest son of the Nabob, his niece, the daughter of 
Kurro-m Mahomed, the present minister of Bhopal.

f  Vizier Mahomed, according to th :• account given by those who 
knew him best to Major Henley, became uuring the last years of his 
life  much addicted to intoxicating liquors; and he died of an inflam
matory fever, supposed to have been brought on by that cause, after a 
short illness of four days.
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' -■ -f*^5501' Mahomed has been already mentioned as
lighting and bleeding, while yet a youth by his father’s 
side, at the memorable siege of Bhopal. Hopeless of his 
eldest son, who was a slave to habits of indolence and 
excess, which enervated both his mind and body, Vizier 
Mahomed had early determined upon his successor, 
whose education was an object of his earnest solicitude ; 
and, in addition to his other acquirements, Nuzzer Maho
med had learnt so well the duties of a soldier, that on 
his father’s death he stood the first in fame among the 
chiefs of the country. The respect for the memory ot 
his father, combined with his own high qualities, made 
all the nobles press the Government of Bhopal upon his 
acceptance.

Ghous Mahomed, who, though sunk into obscurity, 
was still called Nabob, made no objection to his eleva
tion ; and his eldest brother, Ameer Mahomed Khan, 
stupefied with his excesses, was alnong the first to avow 
publicly his own disqualifications, and to urge his 
younger brother to take upon himself the administration 
of the affairs of the State. To this Nuzzer Mahomed 
consented; and his first efforts were directed to the 
favourite object of his father’s life, a treaty ol peace with 
Gie English Government. The policy of this measure 
had been long under discussion, and a fear of the einbai 
ia.-,sments it might produce had led the India Govern
ment in England to desire that no such treaty should be 
concluded , but the outrages committed by the Pindar- 
ries forced the Governor-General to a course ol measures, 
which made obedience to such restrictive orders im
possible.

The first step of the campaign of 1817 was an engage
x



X̂ i i 'lament with the State of Bhopal, concluded at Hussinga- 
Viad * which guaranteed that territory to its actual ruler, 
and stipulated for his aiding the British army with a 
contingent, and co-operating to the utmost of his means 
in the ensuing war. No obligations were ever more 
faithfully fulfilled. Nuzzer Mahomed received, as the 
reward of his zeal and efforts, the fine province named 
Punj Mahal, or the five districts, which were taken from 
a Jahgeerdarf of the Paishwah, and which not only 
joined the territories of Bhopal, but had formerly been 
an integral portion of that principality. The restoration 
of the fort of Islamnuggur, subsequently obtained from 
Sindia, though of little value, was esteemed beyond all 
other favours by the ruling family of Bhopal. It con
tained the tomb of Yar Mahomed; and its position, 
almost at the gates of the capital, had made its separa
tion from the State a source of the greatest annoyance. 
The condition of this principality at Vizier Mahomed’s 
death was so low, that its actual revenue could not have 
amounted to one lac of rupees. It was now, however, 
raised to a high rank among the secondary class of 
Native States. Its rescued territories included almost 
all the provinces its princes formerly possessed ; and its 
revenues yielded from nine to ten lacs of rupees, w ith 
the expectation of soon exceeding thirty.

Never were prospects more flattering than those of 
Nuzzer Mahomed, when an unhappy accident terminated 
bis life, and left his family and country to mourn the 
untimely and irreparable loss of a prince who seemed

nani c,l was aegotiated by me in concert with Lieute-

t The V i n e h ^ n i f -’ ^  f°r°6 at H^ abad-
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lk>ni for the times in which he lived, and who promised 
to be as active and successful in restoring his country 
to prosperity, as his father had been in saving it from 
destruction. His death was occasioned by the discharge 
of a pistol he carried about his person, which he laid 
down when playing in his inner apartments with his 
infant daughter; and it is supposed to have been fired 
by his .brother-in-law, Foujdar Khan, a child of eight 
years of age, wdio was the only one present on this 
melancholy occasion. The sensation caused by his death 
was groat, and men gave way for the moment to the 
worst suspicions. These, however, were dispelled by the 
minute investigation which took place, and by the con
duct of all to whom such a design could have been 
attributed, or who could in any way have expected 
benefit from the event.* But the general feelings and

* After minutely detailing the results of the investigation which 
hail been made, Major Itenley, political agent at Bhopal, speaking of 
Foujdar Khan, observes : “ The child had beon often seen to handle 
the pistol when sitting by the Nabob, who had on such occasions 
taken it from him. He was, moreover, just of that height, that a 
pistol discharged from his hand, w'icn standing by the side of the 
Nabob sitting on the cot in the posture described, would have taken 
; he direction which had been mentioned ; and the circumstance of its 
having been fired rather from before than behind, renders it evident 
that the attention of the Nabob could not have been excited, as must 
have been the case had any person entered and taken up the pistol.

An assassin,” the Major adds, " would have chosen other weapons, 
and not have risked the chance of his securing the pistol from the 
Nabob, whose personal prowess an ! courage were well known ; nor 
was it possible such a one could have seized the pistol unperceived, 
and fired it in a stooping posture so close to the Nabob, without 
resistance being attempted. Foujdar, moreover, being now alarmed, 
prevaricates, and denies his former statements, which renders it 
probable he disguised the truth in the first instance. There is no

i ( W ) i  (CT
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• c'bii'luct of all persons, from Ghous Mahomed to the low
est Patau, banished every suspicion of Nuzzer Mahomed 
Khan’s death being • premeditated. There wras but one 
sentiment, that of the deepest regret, and no person 
sought to take advantage of the accident to promote his 
own interests. At a consultation of the principal chiefs, 
it was resolved to continue to attend to the widow and 
ministers of the deceased prince, till the pleasure of the 
British Government was known as to his successor; and 
it is remarkable, that not the slightest effort was made 
by any party to influence the judgment of the British 
agent—a sufficient proof, of itself, of the absence of all 
design or guilt on this unhappy occasion.

Nuzzer Mahomed Khan, when he died, was only 
twenty-eight years of age ; he had governed Bhopal three 
years and five months, but he has left a name that has 
been attained by few during the longest life. Schooled 
id adversity, he early attained a remarkable maturity of 
j udgment. His appearance was noble, and his manners

reason, however, for supposing he was actuated by any bad intention 
as he had always appeared much attached to the Nabob ”—The same 
cause (his being the son of Ghous Mahomed) which led to these 
suspicions, attached to his sister, the Nabob’s only wife : but her ever 
having Lad such uu intent is treated by Major Henley as quite im- 
po.vsibie. She is described as very young, being only seventeen ; she 
i-o besides, stated to be of a mild disposition, and to have been 
strongly attached to the Nabob, who treated her with unusual con
sideration. He not only resisted all the entreaties that were used to 
induce him to contract a second marriage, but strictly prohibited the 
introduction of any young females, either as slaves, servants, or 
otherwise, within the Mahal. In farther disproof of this it is Btated, 
t iat her grief since the accident lias been so great, as to produce her 
miscarriage, an event that, had she cherished any ambitious views,
’16 must have earnestly deprecated.

' G°f&X
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' a prince who knew the value of possessing the 
hearts of his subjects. His mind was so superior, and 
his courage so elevated him above suspicion, that the 
whole family of the rulers of Bhopal whom he had sup
planted, as well as his elder brother who had resigned 
his birthright to him, lived not only without restriction, 
but on the most intimate footing of familiarity with him, 
coming and going through every apartment of his palace 
at their pleasui’e. Nuzzer Mahomed held in just detes
tation the general vices and indulgences of his tribe.
His haram contained but one princess, and no slaves.
He was a good Mahomedan, but so far removed from 
bigotry, that his favourite companion and minister was 
a Christian.* His whole soul was absorbed, during the

* Shahzad Musseali, or Balthazar Bourboun, with whom I am well 
acquainted. This person, who is an able man and a brave soldier, 
is the descendant of a Frenchman called Bourboun, who came to 
India in the time of the Emperor Akber. The following is an ac
count given by Shabzad Musseah of his family : —

“ John Bourboun came from Pari, or Bevi, (probably Paris or Berni 
in France.) in Europe, to Hindustan, during tbe reign of Akber, and, 
going to Delhi. was employed in the service of that prince. After the. 
death of John Bourboun. the king particularly distinguished his son, 
Alexander Bourboun, who was entrusted with tue charge of the gate 
of the palace of the Begums. This charge was continued in the 
family to the time of Furadee Bourboun, about the time that the king 
(Nadir Shah) destroyed Shahjehanabad. and tbe ruin of the empire 
had taken place. Furadee Bourboun also left this wicked world, 
leaving a son. Salvador Bourboun, who. viewing these events with 
disgust and sorrow, left Delhi, and came to r; -ide at Narwar. As all 
tht Iiajas and princes of Hindustan were aware of his having been 
distinguished by the royal service and favour, he was treated with 
much consideration and respect, and lived at N'nrwar in great ease,
-'io other man of consequence (foreigner, I suppose) remains, in 
whose family can be traced the possession of an Imperial Jahgeer.
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two last years, in plans for improving liis country. He 
investigated every account himself, heard every com
plaint ; and, while all speak of his kindness, benevolence, 
and justice, his memory is unstained by the reproach 
of a single act of tyranny*

A greater loss could not have occurred to a community 
in the condition of Bhopal than the death of Nuzzer 
Mahomed; and that event was also a serious misfortune 
to the British Government, to which this virtuous prince 
was firmly attached. He was exactly fitted to be the
Sheerghur, &c., near Gualior, was the Jahgeer o£ Bhoba, my ancestor, 
commonly known as the Nawaub Musseah IIago Khau. lily father, 
Enayot Musseah (Shoohur Bourboun) was born at Gualior. Although 
Europeans without number have flocked to Hindustan since the arri
val of John Bourboun, yet our family has not intermarried with any 
of them except two, and they were noble in their own tribes, and also 
Monsubdara (which constitutes nobility in India) of the Moghul em
pire ; the one a Frenchman, and the other an Armenian of the Roman 
Catholic, otherwise our, religion.

“ In the year that Colonels Karnak and Popun (Camac and Popham) 
took Gualior, the Raja of Narwar had treacherously seized and mur
dered Bhoba and our other relations, and possessed himself of their 
property. At the time the fort was taken, my father, on account of 
the above calamity, was residing there, and visited Colonel Camac, to 
whom he related the history of our family since ita arrival in Hindus
tan. and. especially of its recent calamity. The Colonel sympathized 
with and comforted my father, gave him a handsome sum of money, 
a good house for his family, and a village in free gift. Some time 
after this my father came to Bhopal, where he was also treated with 
great kindness and respect. Since the time that the Mahrattas have 
occupied Gualior, the village has been resumed by them, and lost to 
my family."

* I had, during two years, much communication with Nuzzor Ma
homed, aud personally knew him ; but I rely for the facts here stated 
on Major Henley, the pi -iticnl agent at Bhopal, who enjoyed the full
est opportunities of observing aud appreciating the character of this 
remarkable young prince.
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popvdar instrument which was required to restore order 
and prosperity. His mind went far beyond the usual 
range of those of his class. He cultivated knowledge 
of every description with extraordinary ardour, and had 
made no slight progress in the arts* foreign to the occu
pations of his life and the habits of his station. The 
fame of Nuzzer Mahomed will be long commemorated 
as an object of emulation to his successors ; but we must 
despair of seeing his equal. He was, as most other such 
characters have been, formed by the early scenes of his 
life: no instructions could have conveyed the lessons he 
had learnt. When encouraged by the example and 
rewarded by the love of a noble father, ho struggled 
with him to preserve a country, rendered dearer from 
the extreme misery to which it was reduced; and his 
mind was tpo well formed, before the hour of success 
came, ever to lose that tone which it had received amid 
scenes of difficulty and danger.

Nuzzer Mahomed left no issue by his princess, the 
daughter of Ghous Mahomed, except one female child. He 
had not assumed the title of Nabob, though he was 
always addressed as such by the British, for Ghous 
Mahomed, who had sunk into complete obscurity, was 
never in any way brought forward in the connexion 
which was formed between that Government and the 
actual ruler of Bhopal. In the engagement which was 
entered into at Hussingabad, and the treaty made after 
the war, by which the cession to this State and the num
bers of the contingent to be maintained were finally

* Nuzzer Mahomed was particularly fond or mechanics, and could 
himself take to pieces and put together a watch, with tho principles 
of the construction of which he was well acquainted.

■ G0l̂ \
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V^m^jeitled, INuzzer Mahomed Khan and his descendants 
were alone mentioned, and to them the government of 
the country was guaranteed. Mooneer Mahomed Khan,* 
the son of Ameer Mahomed Khan, the elder brother of 
.Nuzzer Mahomed, has succeeded his uncle, to whose 
daughter he is to be married, that the interests of the 
family may as much as possible be united in his person.^
In discussing the question of succession, no reference was 
made to Glious Mahomed, or his sons, who are living on 
the estate assigned for their support at Bhopal; nor do 
these appear ever to have brought forward their preten
sions. It is, however, worthy of remark, that though 
the representative of the family of Vizier Mahomed may 
now be deemed entitled to the name as well as the power 
of Nabob of Bhopal, that title is still given by the 
inhabitants to Ghous Mahomed.

Hie Murajee Kheil Patans of Bhopal have, as has been 
before remarked, some singular institutions which arose

* The right of Ghous Mahomed was never agitated. He was titular 
Nabob, but not ruler. Ameer Mahomed, the brother of the deceased, 
had publicly resigned his birthright aud declared his incompetency; 
hut this abdication of right was very properly not considered to aifect 
the claims of his children.

f it  may be asked, if, in theory, the abdication of Ameer Mahomed 
Khan was very properly considered not to affect the claims of his 
children, would not the same rule apply equally to the children of 
ihous Mahomed, who has been, like Ameer Mahomed, excluded from 

his acknowledged incompetence ? But it is to be replied, that the 
obligations and engagement* of the British Government have been 
, lively contracted with the family of Vizier Mahomed, who alone 
■ave been recognized as rulers of Bhopal. Nor can either faith or

L *  • uUPr  US t0 rtTive °r SUI)P°rfc the obsolete claims of a 
aVoW sL ’ ^  l0D* eS0luded from Power, a titular rank and 
countrymen,aie ^ gr“ ted by tte  Prejudices of their relations and
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----/ /.'«r^ ,  .out 'oi their original agreement to maintain the habits 
and laws of their society, such as they existed in Afgha
nistan. It is from this patriarchal form of government 
that they claim* a limited privilege in the selection of 
their chief, to whom, however, they deny the right of 
interfering in the jurisdiction of their respective families.
The habits and character of this body of men demand 
our attention. With every good disposition to the 
British Government, and gratitude for the benefits they 
have derived from it, they are not only jealous of en
croachment on their usages, but impatient of neglect, 
and turbulent in a degree that requires much care in 
conducting our relations with them. They are, however, 
deserving both of that solicitude and favour which they 
have hitherto received; for Bhopal is at this moment, 
and will continue while well managed, an essential point 
of strength in Central India.

* The rights of Afghans and other tribes in this particular are 
invariably limited by usage. They must choose a member of the 
ruling family; and the Murajee Kheil chiefs of Bhopal appear to 
liave always adhered as closely to hereditary succession as attention to 
the general safety during a state of anarchy and continual warfare 
■would admit.
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CHAPTER X.

Rise, Progress, and Annihilation of the Pindarries.

T h e  Pindarries, though they never took deep root in 
Central India, made that country their home, or rather 
head-quarters, for the short period they continued for
midable as enemies to the peace of India; and cannot, 
therefore, be excluded from its history. Some general 
observations on the origin, character, and constitution of 
these plunderers, and a short sketch of the lives of their 
most remarkable chiefs, will sufficiently illustrate this 
part of the subject.

the name of Pindarry occurs in Indian history so 
early as a . d . 1689,* but it is only of late years that 
this race, or rather class of men, have attracted atten
tion, or acquired importance. From obscure freebooters, 
they rose into sufficient consequence to be deemed useful 
auxiliaries by the different Mahratta powers, whose de
sultory mode of warfare was suited to their predatory 
habits. I  heir aid was purchased by occasional grants

* PoonaPttti, Pindarry. is mentioned as being, in the latter part of
^urun£ze<'h an auxiliary of Mahratta plunderers.— 

Scott b Ferishtaj vol. ii„ p. 1 2 1 .
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of their right to possess tracts which they had usurped, 
and a privilege of plundering, even- beyond the usual 
licence given to a Mahratta army. They took substan
tive form under this system; chiefs acquired reputation, 
and their claims to the service of their adherents became 
hereditary, and were transmitted to their descendants.
Tribes were cemented in federal union, and common 
motives of action led to somewhat of a common interest 
being established throughout the whole of this lawless 
community.

The Pindarries have been compared to the first 
Mahrattas; but, though alike in character and habits, 
there were essential points of difference. The adherents 
of Sevajee and his successors were united and animated 
hy the ties of brotherhood, as well as by the prejudices 
ol religion. They were of one tribe, and almost of one 
province. They were not impelled by the mere love of 
plunder, and the‘ ambition of a martial chief; they had 
the more legitimate, and, therefore, the more permanent, 
motives of attachment to their native soil and to the 
religion of tlicir fathers, with the consequent resentment 
against the intolerant and oppressive rulers by whom they 
were assailed. These causes, though they might have 
.checked the increase of their numbers, gave them an 
union of interest and action, which was unknown to 
the Pindarries. It vras, however, one of the greatest 
evils attending the growing numbers of the latter, that, 
though divided, and only susceptible of union through 
tiie existence of some common principle of action, they 
became, from the very looseness of their composition, a 
nucleus to attract what was floating and unattached in

i



\S!l'^ilne community; and thus presented, at all moments, a 
mass of materials, which an able and popular leader* 
might use, either for the destruction of others, or for his 
own aggrandisement.

The Pindarries, when they came to a rich country, 
had neither the means nor inclination, like the Tartars, 
to whom also they have been compared, to settle and 
repose. Like swarms 6f locusts, acting from instinct, 
they destroyed and left waste whatever province they 
visited. Their chiefs had, from grants or by usurpation, 
obtained small territorial possessions; but the revenues 
of their land were never equal to the maintenance of 
one-tenth part of their numbers, and they could, there
fore, only be supported by plunder: their force, within 
the last twenty years that they were settled in Central 
India, has been computed at from twenty to thirty thou
sand horse of all descriptions. But it was evidently 
impossible to form a correct estimate of a body whose 
numbers were so continually varying, who were dimi
nished by misfortune and swelled by success, who coa
lesced, from similarity of habits and condition, with 
every chief who was tempted, by the weakness or the 
oppression of the power he served, to throw off his 
allegiance, and to become a freebooter. It is also to be 
observed, that the Pindarries were fed and nourished by 
the very miseries they created; for, as their predatory 
invasions extended, property became insecure, and those 
who were ruined by their depredations, were afterwards 
compelled to have recourse to a life of violence, as the 
only means of subsistence left them. They joined the 
stieam which they could not withstand, and endeavoured 
to redeem their own losses by the plunder of others.

r .  \  -%Sj p r o g r e s s  a n d  a n n ih il a t io n  ' S  I



X ^TS ĥ  facts as these rendered fallacious all calculation 
regarding the numerical strength of the Pindarries, who 
were, indeed, so amalgamated with the whole of the 
loose part of the military population of India, that it 
had become a system, not a particular force, that was 
to be subdued.

Lines of defence against the ravages of the Pindarries, 
and paitial exjieditions against their leaders were equal
ly ineffectual to remedy this evil; for while eflorts were 
made to crush one head of the hydra, others arose; and 
the resources of those Governments which tried to sup
press them, were vainly wasted against an enemy who 
had every thing to hope from success, and whose condi
tion defeat did not render more desperate. To under
stand this fact, it is necessary to advert to the mode of 
warfare pursued by these freebooters. When they set 
out on au expedition, they placed themselves under the 
guidance of one or more chosen leaders, called Lubbi- 
riahs* who were selected on account of their knowledge 
of the country that it was meant to plunder. The 
Pindarries were neither encumbered by tents nor baggage ; 
each horseman carried a few cakes of bread for his own 
subsistence, and some feeds of grain for his horse. The 
party, which usually consisted of two or three thousand 
good hoi-se, with a proportion of mounted followers, 
advanced at the rapid rate of forty or fifty miles a-day,

'■Ike Lubbiriahs, according to Major Henley’s manuscript notes, 
l’ore not selected for each expedition; but their situation in the 
■urrah, or Pindarry camp, had an affinity to that which is termed 

erawul, or leader of the van, among Rajpoots. When an expedition 
was determined on, the Lubbiriah’s moving out with his standard 
ww-. the signal for march. These persons were always remarkable 
or intelligence and activity.
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neither turning to the right nor left till they arrived at 
their place of destination. They then divided, and made 
a sweep of all the cattle and property they could find : 
committing at the same time the most horrid atrocities, 
and destroying" what they could not carry away. They 
trusted to the secrecy and suddenness of the irruption 
for avoiding those who guarded the' frontiers of the 
countries they invaded; and before a force could be 
brought against them, they were on their return. Their 
chief°strength lay in their being intangible. If pursued, 
they made marches of extraordinary length, (sometimes 
upwards of sixty miles,) by roads almost impracticable 
for regular troops. If overtaken, they dispersed, and re
assembled at an appointed rendezvous; if followed to 
the country from which they issued, they broke into 
small parties. Their wealth, their booty, and their 
families, were scattered over a wide region, in which 
they found protection amid the mountains, and in the 
fastnesses belonging to themselves and to those with 
whom they were either openly or secretly connected; but 
no where did they present any point of attack; and the 
defeat of a party, the destruction of one of their canton
ments, or the temporary occupation of some of their 
strongholds, produced no effect, beyond the ruin of an 
individual freebooter, whose place was instantly supplied 
by another, generally of more desperate fortune, and 
therefore more eager for enterprise.

The Pindarries, who had arisen, like masses of putrefac
tion in animal matter, out of the corruption of weak and 
expiring States, had, fortunately, none of those bonds of 
union which unite men in adversity. They had neither the 
tie of religious nor of national feeling. They were men

f ( l ) !  ( f i T  ■
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'^FalllanAs and all religions. They had been brought to
gether less by despair than by deeming the life of a plun
derer, in the actual state of India, as one of small hazard, 
but of great indulgence. A body so constituted, and of 
such a character, could only be formidable when considered 
as part of a distempered community, with every branch of 
which they were more or less connected. In this view 
they had importance, whether we refer to the dangerous 
contagion of their example, or the probability that they 
would early triumph over what little remained of govern
ment in Central India, and swell their bauds with all its 
military population.

The Pindarries who first settled in Central India may 
be said to have been introduced by the Malirattas.
Ghazee u Been* a person who served under the first 
Bajerow, died when employed with a. detachment at 
Oojein. He left two sons, Gurdee Khan and Shah Baz 
Khan. The eldest, though only sixteen years of age, suc- 
ceedeedto the command of a party which was sent on all 
plundering excursions; and their successes pleased Mul- 
har Bow Holkar so much, that he presented their chiel 
with a golden flag,-)" which enabled him to increase his 
numbers. His men, it is particularly mentioned, were 
encamped separate from the other troops, and were pro-

* According to the account given by Captain Tod, this person, who 
was a horseman in the service of the first Rajerpw, was the son oi a 
person named Chekun, who had been a Jemadar of Bildars with Se- 
vajee. The same, station had been filled by Nusroo, the father of Che- 
kun, who was a Mahomedan of the tribe of Tooraee.

t This flag is termed Zerree, or golden. It was this distinction 
which first gave the Pindarries consequence as a body among the 
Wahrattas, and it has led to an erroneous belief that this class of 
troops was first introduced by Mulhar Row Holkar.
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i x 5^™j^fessed plunderers; and, though he was known hy the 
name of his tribe, Tooraee, (which term is still used 
among this class to signify a man of distinction,) his fol
lowers were collectively called Pindarries,* a name that 
for a century has been given, in this part of India, to 
lawless freebooters.

Gurdee Khan accompanied Mulhar "Row on his expe
dition to Hindustan, and was attached to that leader 
d u ring his life. The actions of the freebooters he com
manded are blended with those of the Mahrattas with 
whom they were associated ; though their excesses were, 
perhaps, a shade worse, as they avowedly lived on pillage. 
Defenceless provinces, which it was the object of preda
tory conquerors to lay waste with a merciless sword, 
were the points to which the efforts of the Pindarries 
were directed ; but it was to plunder, not to fight, that 
they were sent in front of other troops j and they never 
established any reputation as a body for valour, nor is 
the history of their excesses relieved by the recurrence of 
those instances of humanity and generosity, which usually 
chequer the narrative of the most desperate races of de
predators. Condemned from their origin to be the 
very scavengers of Mlahrattas, their habits and character 
took, from the first, a shape suited to the work they had 
to perform. Courage and enterprise were often the qua-

* Many different conjectures have been offered as to the etymology 
of the term Pindarry. The most popular one among the Natives is, 
that they derived it from their dissolute habits leading them con
stantly to reson, to the shops of the sellers of an intoxicated drink 
termed Pinda. Kurreem Khan told me, he had never heard any other 
reason given for this name ; and Major Henley had this etymology 
confirmed hy the most intelligent of the Pindarries of whom he en
quired.

X # 5 ■ G°iX\
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their leaders, and, no doubt, of many of their fol
lowers ; but, amid reverses and successes, none appear to 
have displayed any higher virtues. It is, indeed, an 
extraordinary fact, that not one of these marauders ever 
established a claim to high reputation: all appear to 
have shared in the ignorance, the meanness, the rapacity, 
and unfeeling cruelty, by which they were, as a body * 
distinguished. The narrative of such a race has very 
little variety. Gurdee Khan left his camp, or Durrah, as 
it was now called, to his son Lai Mahomed, who was 
succeeded by his son Emam Buksh. The power of this 
chief, however, did not remain, as he wished, in his 
family. A number of officers established independent 
commands. Of Lai Mahomed little is said ; and Emam 
Buksh, who is now a pensioner in Bhopal, though he 
received a village from Ahalya Baee, was never a leader of 
any eminence. A person of the name of Kauder Buksh, 
an ignorant but brave man, who was born in the Pindarry 
camp, was of late years the chief leader of this tribe in 
Holkar’s service. The vicissitudes of his life have 
nothing beyond the common events of a Pindarry. He 
surrendered towards the conclusion of the late war,I and 
is now settled in the province of Goruckpoor in Hindustan, 
a dependant upon the bounty of tho British Government.

* On asking an intelligent old Pindarry, who came to me ou the 
Part of Kurreem Khan, the reason of this absence 'Of high character, 
he gave me a Bhort and shrewd answer: “Our occupation (said he)
' was incompatible with the fine virtues and qualities you state ; and 
‘ -1 suppose, if any of our people ever had them, the first effect of such 
‘good feeling would he, to make them leave our community.”

t When this man surrendered himself to me, I could hardly be- 
heve, from his manners aud conversation, that he was the person he 
"’as stated to be. His sole merit appeared to be his eourag c.
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the others who remained with the house of Holkar 
throughout the late scenes of distraction, Tukoo and 
Bahadur Khan were the two next in rank to Kauder 
Buksh. They both delivered themselves up, and have 
had small portions of laud given them, which they 
cultivate.

The followers of the above leaders never amounted 
to more than four or like thousand; but they continued 
faithful throughout to the family they served, and 
obtained, from this, the distinct appellation of Holkar 
Shahy, or adherents to Holkar.

During the time of Mulhar Row and Tukajee Holkar, 
the Pindarries, who always encamped separately, had, 
when within the Mahratta territories and not permitted 
to plunder, an allowance, which averaged four annas,* 
or a quarter of a rupee, a day; and they farther sup
ported themselves by employing their small horses and 
bullocks in carrying grain, forage, and wood, for which 
articles the Pindarry bazar was the great mart. When 
let loose to pillage, which was always the case some days 
before the army entered an enemy’s country, all allow
ances stopped '■ no restraint whatever was put upon 
these freebooters till the campaign was over, when the 
Mahratta commander, if he had the power, generally 
seized the Pindarry chiefs, or surrounded their camps, 
and forced them to yield up the greater part of their 
booty. A knowledge of this practice led the Pindarries 
to redouble their excesses, that they might be able to 
satisfy, without ruin, the expected rapacity of their 
employers.

* Sevenpence-lialfpenny English money.

' G0l% \
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' . Till the period of tlie insanity of Jeswunt Row Holkar, 
tlie Pindarry chiefs, rvlio served his family, were kept 
in their proper situation. Although they commanded 
large bodies of men, they were never allowed to sit 
down in the presence of the prince; and when Jeswunt 
Row, previous to his expedition to the Punjab, met 
Dowlot Row Sindia, he reproached that prince for the 
encouragement he had given the Pindarry chiefs, by his 
personal intercourse with them, and by tlio high titles 
and grants of land which he had bestowed on men 
unworthy of such distinction. Jeswunt Row was quite 
aware of the danger of their progress; and one of his 
iavourite plans was their complete extirpation; but 
when he became insane, Toolsah Baee, and those who 
contended for his power, sought to increase their strength 
by every means. The Pindarry chiefs of the Holkar 
Shahy class, consequently, rose into consideration ; and 
they were not only treated with respect, but had lands 
assigned them for the subsistence of their followers.

It has been mentioned that the Pindarry chief Ghazee 
u Deen, when he died at Oojein, left two sons, and that 
the eldest, Gurdee Khan, followed the fortunes of Mulhar 
How Holkar. The second son, Shah Baz Khan* who 
was a child at the death of his father, when he grew’ up 
entered the service of Ranojce Sindia, whoso favour 
raised him to a command. His party, from the first, 
appear to have been Pindarries. Shah Baz attended 
Ranojeo into Hindustan, and was killed in an action at 
Honk in the Jevpoor country. He left two sons, Hera 
aQd Burrim, both of whom became distinguished Pin-

Re was living then at his native village of Muzagong, near Poona.

(I ( m f  j  l '  OF THE PINDARRIES. 3 5 5 y C T |



/ v i p  •
( i f  H  J l 5 6  PROGRESS AND ANNIHILATION \ V  I
\  1 -Wy ̂  “
1 xx ,, .fflip 'a a rry  leaders in the army of Madliajee Sindia, Nvitli 

which they were employed in Hindustan. When that 
chief died, they came to Malwa. Having encamped 
with about five thousand followers near Bersiah,* they 
offered their services to the State of Bhopal, that they 
might, under the sanction of its prince, invade and lay 
waste the territories of Nagpoor, with which Govern
ment that petty Statte was then at war. This occurred 
immediately after the death of Chutta Khan, when 
Baja Himmut Bao was in nominal charge of the office 
of Dewan. Caution prevented the offers of these free
booters (who were deemed adherents of the family of 
Sindia) being accepted, and they went to Nagpoor, 
where Ragojee Bhonslah readily entertained them ; and 
the first order they received from that prince was to lay 
waste the country of Bhopal, which was then in a most 
flourishing condition. This service they performed so 
effectually, that the principality has not to this day 
recovered the miseries and horrors they inflicted. It 
was a small consolation to those who suffered from the 
cruel ravages of the Pindarries, that the avarice of the 
Baja of Nagpoor was so excited by the exaggerated 
report of the booty they had obtained, that he not 
only surrounded and plundered their camp when they 
returned to his capital, but seized Burrun, who died in 
confinement, while his brother Hera fled to Dowlet Row 
Sindia at Poona, and died soon afterwards at Boorhau- 
poor.

The camp of Hera descended to his sons, Host Maho- 
mel and Wasil Mahomed, who continued, throughout a

* Khenlee Haro (who is now in my service) was at this period 
manager of Bersiah.



which was attended by the common vicissitudes 
'>* Pindarry chiefs, professed adherents of Dowlet Row 
Bindia, to whom they were generally obedient, though 
they shewed on some occasions little respect for his 
orders. Their cantonment was usually fixed in the 
Eastern quarter of Malwa. Dost Mahomed died some 
years ago, and the sole command of the Durrah devolved 
on his brother, Wasil Mahomed, who distinguished 
himself by leading some bodies of freebooters, which 
plundered the British territories, and in consequence 
incurred the just resentment of that Government. When 
the f indarries were broken and dispersed in the cam
paign ol 181 < and 1818, Wasil Mahomed, who had been 
tor some time a solitary fugitive, came to Gualior, where 
le’ no doubt, thought Dowlet Row Sindia would still 

piotect him. Though he dwelt in secret, he was discovered 
the vigilance of the British representative, who de

manded * his seizure with a firmness that was not to be 
evaded • and, though the struggle between the fulfilment 
°f his engagements and feelings of honour made Sindia 
irsitate, he was at last true to the former, and delivered 
^P the Pindarry chief. Wasil Mahomed was sent to 
* azipoor, where ho was treated by the magistrate 
■iith every kindness; and the British Government, in 
a sPh'it of liberal policy, contemplated forgiving bis 
guiles, aU(l making a provision for him, as it had done 
,01 °thers, within its own provinces. His restless spirit, 
mwever, could not brook his degradation and confine

ment. PI« attempted to escape, but, finding his design

c fitter from the Acting- Resident, Captain J. Stewart, to the Chief 
oecrefcary, dated 25th flay, 1818.
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\ 5 ' ;- ■ ::jmacovered* ho swallowed poison, which he had prepared, 
and perished on the spot.

The camp of Burrun,j* after he was made prisoner, was 
transferred to a leader named Dooblah Jemadar; at 
whose death his son Rajun became the nominal head; 
hut the real authority devolved upon a bolder chief, who 
raised himself by his energy and enterprise to the prin
cipal command. This person, whose name was Cheettoo, 
was a native of Mewat near Delhi. He had first been 
seized as a slave, and next adopted as Kower, or son, by 
Dooblah Khan; and, after many vicissitudes, attained 
such rank as to be praised for the consideration with 
which he treated the son of his benefactor, whom he 
continued to consider the ostensible head of the camp. 
Cheettoo, however, in this and most other acts of his life, 
evinced considerable art and prudence. He not only 
conciliated the Pindarries by attention to Rajun, for 
whom they had an hereditary respect, but also derived 
great benefit from being associated with a man of known 
humanity, and who enjoyed a reputation for good faith 
which was often useful to the tribes.

It has been before stated, that ail the Pindarries joined 
Dowlet Row Sindia, when he came to Central India in 
A. D. 1804, and that their chiefs were, through the recom
mendation of Sirjee Row Ghatkia, honoured with titles. 
Those of Checttooj were engraved upon his seal, and he

* Vide Mr. Bird's letter to the Chief Secretary, loth October, 1819.
t  When Burrun died, his son Dadoo Buksb, who was with ICurreem, 

did not succeed to any authority. This man now cultivates a few 
begahs in a village near Bhopal,

t  f he name he assumed was Nabob Mahomed Kunud Khan Moosta- 
'eeru Jung (or, „hc firm iu war) ; but he continued to be knowu by his
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at this period began to be ranked among the ablest, as 
well as the most powerful, of his class. He had, in the 
early part of his career, been much indebted to Ivurrcem 
Khan, in whose party he had served; and when the 
latter escaped from Dowlet Row Sindia, Cheettoo seemed 
to share the feelings of other Pindarries, and united his 
whole force apparently to assist him in revenging his 
wrongs; but, at the moment when the union of these 
powerful freebooters alarmed all India, the wily Cheettoo 
not only forsook his former commander, but, joining his 
enemies, aided to effect his ruin, and by this act of 
treachery gained the station to which he aspired, the 
first rank, undisputed, among the Pindarry leaders.

Cheettoo had fixed his abode amid the rugged hills 
and wild forests that lie between the Northern bank ot 
the Nerbudda and the Vindhya mountains The range 
of this tract, which he possessed, was bounded to the 
Bast by the Bhopal territories, and to the West by the 
lands of the Raja of Baglee. His cantonments were ncai 
the village of Nimar opposite Hindia, and he himself 
resided there, or at Sutwass. He had besides small 
possessions on the table-land, and he latterly established 
his authority over the district of Tallein in Omutwarra.
I bis chief, during the last years of his power, seldom 
went far from head-quarters ; but parties from his camp, 
which was computed at twelve thousand horse, ravaged 
in every direction. He always professed allegiance to 
Dowlet Row Sindia, but the territories ot that prince, 
though generally spared, were not exempted from ocea-

0l%inal appellation of Cheettoo, which is more of a Hindu than a 31a- 
hotnedan name: it was common among the Pindarries to give familiar, 
■uid short appellations.
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sent from Gualior against him and other leaders of Pindar- 
ries; but whether from the insincerity of the prince, the 
weakness of those employed, the mutinies of their troops, 
or the collision of interests, which continually existed 
between Sindia’s half-independent delegates, or all these 
causes combined, none were successful. Much had been 
expected from an expedition against this class of free
booters, commanded by Jean Baptiste, who was himself 
a brave, energetic man, and had under him one of the 
most efficient Campoos, or divisions in the army; but 
his efforts (though he defeated them and their ally', 
Jeswunt Row Bhow) terminated in his concluding a 
treaty, by which, on the Pjndarry chiefs agreeing to 
refrain from plunder, and to furnish a body of troops 
to serve Dowlet Row Sindia, ho consented to cede to 
them specific lands for their subsistence. Many causes 
made Sindia hesitate* befoi’e he ventured to ratify this 
engagement; among others was the very natural one, 
that a great proportion of the lands, of which his Euro
pean commander had thus liberally disposed, did not 
belong to him, but to the Paishwah, the Puar, and 
Holkar; and though he had often made free with the 
substance of their power and property, he had on most 
occasions pretended to observe forrnsf with these prin
ces. A very short period, however, satisfied him, that 
he must either confirm the compact into which his 
general had entered, or submit to have his country

* Vide letter from tho Resident at Sindia's court, 20th May, 1815. 
t For the first remarkable deviation from an observance of the 

forms of Miihratta relations on the part of Dowlet Row Sindia, vide
p. 112.
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xj^apjp/plundered. Sunnuds, or orders, were, in conse
quence, given to different eliiefs, among whom Cheettoo 
was one of the principal. He received grants of five 
districts* for the support of his troops. This was the 
first occasion on which lie was recognized as a chief in 
the exercise of legitimate rule; and it might have led, 
at no distant date, to important changes, had not this 
leader and others of his description, been so intoxicated 
with success, as to become the dupes of the designing 
intrigues of imbecile courts, w'ho, while they dreaded 
the excesses of these freebooters, sought to use them as 
instruments for annoying their enemies; but to com
mand, it was necessary to divide them, and to this 
object the efforts of their policy wrere always directed.

Cheettoo retired from Omutwarra, after taking pos
session of the lands ceded to him, to his cantonments 
on the Nerbudda; and during the course of next year 
his marauding parties were encountered by detachments 
of British troops, which had, in consequence of the 
subsidiary alliance concluded with the Raja of Nag poor, 
advanced to the Southern banks of that river.

In the following year the British armies entered 
Central India. Cheettoo, who, with other Pindarry chiefs, 
had been denounced as a criminal, and an enemy of 
the public peace, left Ids fastnessesf without an effort 
to defend them. He was closely pursued to Aggur, 
whence he went to the skirts of Mewar; but on the

* These district - were Kimtir, Talloin, Sutwn Kileliipoor, and the 
tribute of Eajguih.

f His force, when he commenced this flight, amounted to between 
four and five thousand horso uf all descriptions. He had also, when 
at Niiuar, five small guns and two hundred infantry.

( | (  J P  j  1 OF TH E PIN D ARKIES.



I l f  I f f  PROGRESS AND ANNIHILATIO N I
\ ■vA/'  ̂ ^

• ..-.Approach of a British detachment towards that quarter, 
he again lied, and returned, after a wide circuit, to the 
strong country whence he had been at first expelled. 
Here, however, he had no rest. His main body was 
attacked and routed; and his followers, when divided, 
were every where pursued by detachments of the British 
army, till they were so broken-spirited, that they be
came the prey of the petty Rajpoot chiefs and village 
officers, who plundered them with a zeal and activity, 
which were equally prompted by the desire of gain, 
and a recollection of the miseries they had long endured 
from these base and cruel freebooters.

Checttoo having lost his power without making one 
singie struggle, now wandered a mere fugitive with his 
associate Rajun, and thirty or forty followers, in the 
deep and almost inaccessible woods of Eirwass, the 
Gond* chief of which, who had been before united with 
him in guilt, was still in secret his friend. But even 
here he soon found himself so pressed, that he could not 
remain. He had heard that the British Government 
had pledged itself to treat the Pindarry chiefs who sur
rendered, with mercy and generosity; but his ignorance 
could not understand the motives of such conduct, and 
his mind continued to waver betwixt the hopes of 
pardon and the fear of punishment. In this temper he 
repaired to Bhopal, apparently to seek the intercession 
of the Nabob; but when he seemed to have given 
himself up, his agitated mind again took the alarm, and 
he fled from the protection he had the moment before 
courted, to regain his former haunts, which a division

* Kooshal Singh.



N ^.o fjin e  British army had now approached, and begun to 
penetrate with a number of detachments. Though the 
offers to Cheettoo were repeated, his alarm, chiefly 
excited by a fear of transportation,* prevented his 
accepting them; and when the better sense of Rajun 
induced him to submit, and secure a respectable provi
sion, Cheettoo crossed the Nerbudda, and proceeded 
to the fortress of Asseer, whence he was summoned 
to join Appah Saheb, the ex-Raja of Nagpoor, who had 
escaped from confinement, and was collecting adherents 
among the Mahadeo hills. The Pindarry chief now 
became the guide of this prince to the vicinity of Asseer ; 
hut he had hardly reached that place of fancied secu- 
rity, when an English detachment forced his small body 
of followers to disperse. Cheettoo fled, with his son and 
five remaining adherents, towards his former place of 
refuge, the jungles of Eirwass ; but he was closely pur
sued by numerous small parties, while others occupied 
every place from which he could derive a day’s food. 
His last friend, Kooshal Singh of Eirwass, came into one 
of the British camps to avoid the suspicion of conceal- 
urg him, and this was the signal for the aid even of 
bobbers being withheld from this once celebrated leader, 
who was now tracked, like a hunted animal, through the 
jungles, by the prints of his horse’s hoofs.f Driven by

* The Natives of the interior of India term traiisportation Kala 
Pance, or black water (alluding to the sea), and have an indescrib
able horror of it. An agent of mine, who was for some days with 
bheettoo, told me he raved continually about Kala Pnnee, and that 
°he of his followers assured him, when the Pindarry chief slept, he 
used in his dreams to repeat these dreaded words aloud.

f He rode a horse with remarkable large hoofs ; a measure of this 
animal s foot was obtained, and the flight of Cheettoo literally tracked 
by it.
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increasing vigour of the pursuit from every well- 
known haunt, forced by hunger to separate from his son 
and his last companions, Cheettoo, while seeking shelter 
in a deep recess of the forest, was sprung upon and killed 
by a tiger. When accounts of this event were brought 
to a local officer of Holkar’s Government, he hastened 
to the spot. The horse, saddle, sword,* ornaments, some 
money, and some recent grants he had obtained from the 
ex-Raja of Nagpoor, and part of the body of the Pin- 
darry chief, were found, where he had been first seized; 
but, aware of the necessity of establishing his death 
beyond all doubt, they traced the tiger to his den ; and 
though the animal, alarmed at their approach, bad left 
it, they discovered the head of Cheettoo in a perfect 
state, which they afterwards brought^ to the English 
camp, then besieging Asseergurh, in confirmation of tho 
facts they asserted. These, however, could not now be 
doubted, and the head of the Pindarry was given for 
ihterment to the unfortunate Mahomed Punnah, his son, 
who was made prisoner the day after his father’s death.
This youth had been deal from his infancy, and possessed 
but a weak intellect: he was, in consequence, deemed more 
an object of charity than punishment. Besides, criminal 
as ho was, the fate of his father had been such as to 
excite commiseration, and to satisfy justice. Mahomed 
Punnah, therefore, was released, and transferred to the 
Government of Holkar, from whom he has received a 
few fields for subsistence.

* Holkars local officer sent these articles to Captain Watson, who 
was in command of tho detachments on tho North hank of the 
Norhudda.

t The hea l was brought to me by Nanah, a Brahmin Zemindar 
Kantapoor, the district in which Cheettoo was killed.



Pindarry leader Kurreem Khan, who at one 
period attained greater power and independence than 
any of his rivals, states himself* to be the son of Maho
med Dawud, Avho commanded a body of plunderers in 
the service of the Paishwah Itagobah. According to his 
own account, he was bom near Bersiah; and the earliest 
event of which he had any recollection was, his father’s 
being killed, when he was eight years of age, at Shah- 
poor ; on wdiich his uncle, Yar Mahomed, succeeded to 
the command of the camp. This latter chief served 
Itagobah till the latter joined the English, when he 
entered the service of Madhajee Sindia, with whom he 
proceeded to Hindustan, where he remained until his 
nephew was twenty years of age.

Kurreem .states, that he had received a promise from 
Madhajee Sindia of a settlement in Malwa, into which 
he came with De Boigne’s army, and was present at the 
defeat of Holkar’s troops near the Lakheree Ghaut. The 
correctness of these facts may be doubted; for, several 
years afterwards, when Hera arid Burrun offered their 
services to the Bhopal Government, and on being refused 
became the scourges of that State, Kurreem, who shared 
in the spoils, was only at the head of five or six hundred 
men. He fled from Nagpoor on the confinement of Bur- 
run, and joined Dowlet Row Sindia, who had just ascend
ed the Musnud, and was preparing, with other Mah- 
ratta chiefs, to attack the Nizam. In the bloodless but 
eventful campaign that ensued, Kurreem asserts that lie

* This ohief, who delivered himself up to me. remained a long time 
ui my camp. I requested him to dictate (he cannot write) an account 
'’f bis life, which, though full of exaggeration, is no doubt correct 
m the general facta, and I have found it useful by comparing it with 
other accounts.
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more plunder than ever he did at any other pcirUcÂ i 
X'; : • : of his life. His fears for this booty induced him to leave,

or rather to escape from, Sindia’s army in the Deckan, 
and come to Central India, where, on his arrival, he 
offered his services to Jeswunt Row Holkar, by whom he 
was entertained, and directed to attend Kurreem u 
Deen to reinforce his brother Ameer Khan, who had 
recently been obliged to retreat from Sangor. Kurreem 
Khan was now the commander of between two and three 
thousand horse ; but apprehensions for the safety of his 
property made this waiy leader soon withdraw himself 
from the service of Jeswunt Row ; and while he entreat
ed to be again admitted among the adherents of Sindia, 
he opened a correspondence with Ameer Khan, from 
whom he solicited an asylum for his family. The Patan 
chief, anxious to swell the number of his adherents, com
plied with his request; but he had soon cause to repent of 
this connexion, for, when engaged in hostilities with 
Dowlet Row Sindia, Kurreem formed a junction with 
other Pindarry leaders, and made himself master of the 
town and districts of Shujahalpoor; in the possession 
of which, as well as of Bersiah, which he had recently 
conquered from the Puar family, he was confirmed by 
Sindia, when that prince returned from the Deckan, after 
his unsuccessful campaign against the English.

Kurreem Khan, who had been created a Nabob by 
Sindia, married a lady of that branch of the family of 
Bhopal which is settled at Rathgurh; a connexion which 
he expected would increase his respectability, and pro
mote the ambitious view's which he at this period enter
tained. Taking advantage of the absence of Sindia and 
Holkar, who were both engaged on the frontiers of
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jW ^Sdfetan , lie added, by conquests, several rich districts* 
te those he before possessed. He was now at the very 
zenith of his power, and a Pindarry chief appeared for 
the first time on the point of becoming the prince of a 
regular State. Kurreem certainly cherished this ambi
tion, and was active in preparing means to effect his 
object. He enlisted a thousand infantry, and cast two 
guns, which, with two he before possessed, constituted 
his park of artillery. He also formed a Pagah, or body 
of household troops, amounting to twelve hundred, which, 
added to ten thousand Pindarries now under his com
mand, made him truly formidable. An invitation from 
Gltous Mahomed, as has been already noticed, carried 
Kurreem to Bhopal; but the poverty of that State, and 
the gallantry and enterprise of Vizier Mahomed, soon 
obliged him to renounce the hopes he had indulged of 
increasing his territories in that quarter. This effort 
had just failed, when he was summoned to attend Dowlet 
Row Sindia, who had, under various pretences, advanced 
from his capital with the intention of destroying him.
This was, however, difficult to accomplish by open force ; 
art was therefore resorted to, and never was more con
summate cunning displayed than by the Mahratta prince 
on this occasion. Success had inflated the vanity, and 
augmented the self-confidence of the Pindarry leader, 
who advanced to meet a superior, to whom he professed 
allegiance, with a State hardly inferior to his own. 
Dowlet Row, who had encamped near the fortress of 
Suttunbaree, in the vicinity of Bersiah, at first flattered 
Kurreem with the hopes of giving him that stronghold,

* Asian. Seliore, Itchawur, Sarungpoor, and Shahjehanpoor were 
oa this occasion subjected to Kurreem Khan's authority.
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\^v ^ !^> x lien  it was reduced. To give full weight to thesb-nJb-^ 
tering delusions, Sindia proposed to pay a visit to 
Ivurreem Khan, who, though in general sufficiently wary 
and cautious, seems to have been completely the dupe 
of his own exaggerated anticipations of splendid fortune. 
A Musnud,* or throne of rupees, made one part of the 
present he bestowed upon his visitor. Sindia pretended 
at this visit, and for several days afterwards, to be quite 
delighted with the abilities he discovered in Kurreem, 
who, he declared, possessed the combined qualities of a 
soldier and a statesman, which lie had so long sought 
for in vain. All the requests of the Pindarry chief were 
readily complied with, and he asked, in addition to what 
he had been before promised, several valuable districts, 
and proffered security for an advance of four lacs and 
a half of rupees, on these places being given up to him. 
The Sunnuds were directed to be prepared, and a rich 
dress of investiture was ostentatiously made ready. 
Some of the older Pindarries, who had seen their chiefs 
on former occasions seized and plundered, were not 
remiss in their warnings to Kurreem, whom they re
minded of Mahratta treachery; but he had satisfied 
himself of his perfect security, and Sindia had managed 
either to bribe or deceive every individual in whom he 
reposed confidence.

On the d ay appointed for h is departure to  take posses
sion o f h is n ew  districts, KuiTeein w as in v ited  to pay  
his last v isit, a t w hich it  w as proposed to  com plete w hat

* The Musnud was made of specie to the amount of one lac and 
twenty-five thousand rupoes, which was covered with a rich cloth, 
on which Sindia was seated. This mode of making a present to a 
superior who condescends to visit an inferior, is very usual in India.
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of the settlement of his affairs. He came with 
few attendants, and was received with singular honour.
The Sunnuds were called for, dresses were made read}-, 
and every thing, in short, that could lull suspicion, took 
place. The farce, however, approached its conclusion. 
Sindia having retired on some pretext, aimed men rushed 
from behind the tent walls, and the vain-glorious Pin- 
darry, with some of his principal adherents,* were made 
prisoners. A cannon being tired to announce that the 
first part of the scheme had succeeded, the troops which 
had been drawn up to shew respect to Kurreem, as well 
as those that were to accompany him to the countries 
assigned to him, moved, the moment they lieai'd the 
signal, against the Pindarry camp. The followers of 
Kurreem took early alarm, but, though few were killed, 
they lost almost all their property, and the army of 
Sindia, glutted with plunder, extolled the abilities of 
their chief, who had shewn on this occasion such profi
ciency in the art which constitutes the highest quality 
°f a Mahratta prince; and his fame was doubly enhanced, 
from his force being so small in comparison with the 
freebooter’s whom he had so successfully entrapped.

The news of Kurreem’s disasters was carried with in
credible celerity to his family at Shujahalpoor, where his 
treasure and property, said to he very great, were de
posited. His mother, though extremely old, acted with 
much energy. She instantly loaded all that was por- 
taMe, and fled towards the jungles of Baglee, where she 
^as joined by a large body of Pindarries. But, as the

kurreem’s brother, Ilera, did iiatjaccompany him to the Durbar.
e ''vas, however, taken by Sindiu'a troops, who attacked the Pindarrv '“amp, J

Z
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^ J y ^ a r e a d  of Sindia’s power made all in that quarter reffise 
her shelter, she moved to the Westward, and found a 
place of refuge in the territories of Zalim Singh, the 
regent of Kotali.

Kurreem was for four years kept prisoner at Gualior; 
hut, though strictly watched, his confinement was not 
severe. He had directed his Pindarries to plunder every 
where, and particularly in the territories of Sindia, They 
acted ’ in small parties; one of the largest that kept to
gether, was that under his nephew, Namdar Khan. 
Dowlet Row Sindia, after long refusing to release the 
Pindarry chief, was at last tempted by an offer of six 
lacs of rupees; for the payment of which, and one lac 
more to the officers of the court by whom this settlement 
was negotiated, Kurreem obtained the security of Zalim 
Singh. ° After his release, an effort was made to obliter
ate past occurrences, by bestowing upon him the most 
honourable presents, and treating him with every mark 
of distinction. But the wound he had received was too 
deep to be easily healed; and he no sooner regained his 
liberty and re-assembled his Pindarries, who came to join 
him from every quarter, than he commenced his depre
dations, and, settling himself at Shujahalpoor, was soon 
in possession of more extensive territories than before
his captivity. . . , , M . . ,

At this period Kurreem was joined by the whole force
of Cheettoo, whose junction, connected with the relations 
of friendship that were known to subsist between these 
chiefs and Ameer Khan, then in the very zenith of his 
power, caused a most serious sensation throughout all 
India; nor was it a causeless fear, The host of plunder
er, that one leading spirit might have directed to any I
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igiw i^oint, could not have then been less than sixty 
thousand horse. The combination was, fortunately, of 
short duration. Kurreem Khan, whose disposition was 
violent, was led by his resentment against Dowlet Row 
to commit great excesses in his dominions. That prince, 
ashamed and alarmed at the consequences of his own 
weak-sighted and avaricious policy, which had let loose 
such a scourge on his country, directed one of his prin
cipal commanders, .Tuggoo Bappoo, to march immediately 
against the Pindany chief, and to make every effort to 
effect his destruction. Cheettoo, who had previously 
some difference with Kurreem, was easily persuaded to 
join against him; and Kurreem’s camp was attacked 
aud routed in the province of Omutwarra. He fled from 
the field to the country of Kotah. The wary ruler of 
that State, however, not desiring to offend Sindia, en- 
treated his former friend to keep at a distance; but 
while he adyised him personally to seek the protection 
°* Ameer Khan, he furnished an asylum to his family 
and property.

Ameer Khan, to whom Kurreem went, on pretext of 
^commending him to the favour of Toolsah Baee, made 
uni over to Ghuffoor Khan, with whom he remained 

under restraint, amid the revolutions of Holkar’s govern- 
llltllt, for a period of three years; during which his 
CanaP, acting generally under Namdar Khan, was en- 
Afii'-d in various operations, principally at the siege of 

uopal; a service on which the nephew of Kurreem 
0 Jtamed much personal credit ; but his uncle, who always 
ll‘Uintained a correspondence with him, asserts in his 
R^irative that he only acted in strict conformity with 
his orders.

r  \ ^  ):j OF THE PINDAKRIES. 3 7 r S i |



A few months before the British troops entered Malwa, 
Kurreem Khan made his escape from Holkar’s camp, 
and joined his adherents at Bersiah. He states as the 
motive of his conduct upon this occasion, that he received 
a letter from Dowlet Row Sindia, offering not only to 
forget the past and restore his former possessions, but to 
add Ashta and other districts, provided he would act in 
concert with the Mahratta confederacy against the Eng
lish in an approaching war with that nation.

When the British detachments were on the point of 
crossing the Nerbudda, Kurreem Khan (according to his 
own statement) joined, in conformity with Dowlet Row 
Sindia’s orders, the camp of Wasil Mahomed; and they 
were within seven coss of Narwar, and only forty coss 
from Gualior, to which place they had been ordered, 
when a special and confidential Brahmin came from 
Sindia, directing them to keep at a distance, as he was 
so situated by the advance of the British armies that 
he could give them no protection.

This intelligence threw the freebootei-s into dismay , 
and indignation; a resolution was immediately taken 
to march to the Westward, and join Holkar’s army, 
which, they heard, had proceeded from the borders of 
the Kotah country towards Mahidpoor.

Though resentment at what they deemed Sindia’s 
defection from a contest to which he had invited them, 
made them plunder as much as they could of his country, 
their principal object now was to provide for their own 
safety. Every day brought reports of British corps ad
vancing in all directions; by the operations of which 
K urreem was so harassed and alarmed, that, after enter
ing Harrowtee, he could only escape by abandoning

|
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and great part of his baggage ;* which he did, 
sind pushed on without a halt to join Holkar’s army, 
then encamped near Mundissor. The Pindarries with 
Kurreem were so reduced by their flight, that they did 
not, when they reached Holkar, exceed five thousand 
men. An offer of their services was made, which was 
rejected by the ministers of that prince, who had, sub
sequent to the battle of Mahidpoor, no thoughts but 
how to save themselves from ruin : and after a few days 
of hesitation, Kurreem Khan was desired by Ghufioor 
Khan to take his departure, as the British army was 
advancing, and the proximity of the Pindarries would 
prevent Holkar from making peace. They marched to
wards Jawud, where their own quarrels, and the advance 
°f British detachments, soon compelled them to separate. 
Kurreem, wearied out with fatigue, concealed himself in 
the town j while his camp, under Narndar Khan, went 
back from Mewar to Malwa, and, when near Gungraur, 
fell in with a British corps, by which it was so complete
ly routed, that its leaders, despairing of all success, 
hastened to Bhopal, where they implored the Nabob to 
become their intercessor ; and this early submission ob
tained not only a liberal provision for Narndar Ivhan, 
but secured to a great proportion of his followers the kind 
and humane consideration of the British Government.

Kurreem’s career now drew to its termination. 1 fe 
b'as concealed in one of the meanest houses in Jawud. 
when that place was taken by the English troops. He 
afterwards escaped, and wandered for some days on

* Kurreem Khan’s wife and part of his property were taken by 
u ajor-General Donkin’s division.
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foot and alone in a mendicant’s dress, in equal danger, 
according to his own representation, of perishing from 
fatigue and from hunger. Having at length communi
cated his situation to GhufFoor Khan, he followed the ad
vice given him by this Patan, and threw himself uncon
ditionally* on the mercy of the British Government, by 
which he was treated with consideration and liberality. 
Ho is now, with his numerous family settled in the 
province of Goruckpoor, where lands have been allotted 
for his support, and where, could he forget the dreams of 
high fortune in which he once indulged, and learn wis
dom from the strange vicissitudes he has endured, he 
might still be happy.

In this short sketch of the lives of their principal 
chiefs, we have all that can be desired of the history of the 
Pindarries, who, from their composition and habits, never 
could take substantial shape as a State or nation. They 
might, and did cause revolutions ; but it was impossible 
for them to rise, upon such events, into permanent power. 
They could not take root in the soil without losing 
their character; because every civil establishment, how
ever rude, was opposed to their fundamental institutions, 
which were framed for a state of constant war against 
all Government.

The Pindarries were principally dangerous from their 
existing among Governments, none of which was power
ful enough to subdue them, and their being themselves 
constitutionally incapable of settling into a community, 
possessing any interest in the general tranquillity ; but 
this condition, while it made them formidable to weak

* Ho came into my camp at Neembaticrra.
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ing the resolute attack of a strong and vigorous Govern
ment. Superficial observers thought it would be diffi
cult, if not impossible, to destroy these freebooters.
But it was evident that they could not exist without a 
home or without support. To drive them from the terri
tories they possessed, to identify with them all who gave 
them aid or protection, was the only mode by which the 
great and increasing evil could be remedied. No mea
sures were ever more wisely planned, more vigorously 
pursued, or more successfully accomplished, than those 
adopted for their suppression. There remains not a spot 
in India that a Pindarry can call his home. They have 
been hunted like wild beasts ; numbers have been killed ; 
all have been ruined. Those who adopted their cause 
have fallen. They were early in the contest shunned 
like a contagion; and even the villagers, whom they 
so recently oppressed, were among the foremost to 
attack them. Their principal leaders have either died, 
submitted, or been made captives ; while their followers, 
with the exception of a few, whom the liberality and 
consideration of the British Government have aided to 
become industrious, are lost in that population, from the 
dregs of which they originally issued. A minute in- 
vcstigfttion only can discover those once formidable, dis
turbers, concealed as they now are among the lowest 
classes, where they are making some amends for past 
atrocities, by the benefit which is derived from their 
labour in restoring trade and cultivation. These free
booters had none of the prejudices of caste, for they 
belonged to all tribes. They never had either the pride 
°f soldiers, of family, or of country ; so that they were 
bound by none of those ties which, among many of the



communities in India* assume an almost indestructi e 
character. Other plunderers may arise from distempered 
times ; but, as a body, the Pindarries are so ’effectually 
destroyed, that their name is already almost forgotten, 
though not five years are past since it spread terror am 
dismay over all India.

' Gô X
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77<e Rajpoot Princes and Chiefs of Central India.

The rise of the principal Rajpoot families in Central 
India has been already noticed: some of these have, since 
the Mahrattas invaded that region, acted no inconsiderable 
part; and, though they all agi eed to pay tribute, many 
have preserved the independent government of their own 
lands; while others, though subdued, have gained cele
brity by the courage and perseverance with which they 
defended their possessions against the usurpations of the 
invaders. An account of a family that has been com
pletely ruined, and of one that has, beyond all others, 
prospered during the convulsions which have afflicted 
this part of India, with a few general remarks on the 
past and present condition of lesser chiefs, will be suffi
cient to illustrate the recent history of this class of petty 
rulers.

The origin of the Ragoogurh chiefs has been already 
mentioned; the sequel of their history is remarkable, and 
exhibits, in strong colours, both the character of the Raj
poots and of their enemies the Mahrattas. The Chowan 
Rajpoots of Ragoogurh have been always distingu shod
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by the name of Kychee. They trace their descent from 
the first princes of the Rajpoot race ; and, according to 
their Bhats, or traditionary bards, they possessed a prin
cipality in Central India before the Moghuls conquered 
that country; but of this there is no distinct record, 
though we find them at a remote date the possessors of 
Gagroon on the Kalee Sind. Ghureeb Doss, a distin
guished chief of this family, was an Omrah of some rank 
at the court of Akber; where his services gained him 
such favour with the Emperor, that, in addition to his 
former possession of Gagroon and other lands, lie receiv
ed a grant of the town and district of Seronje. This 
chief left three sons, of whom the first, Lai Singh,* suc
ceeded : he founded Ragoogurh, where, it is stated, he 
was honoured by a visit from Shah Jehan, by whom he 
was treated with singular favour and distinction.

Lai Singh died at the age of seventy, and was suc
ceeded by his eldest son, Dhuruj Singh, who appears to 
have been very successful in all the petty wars which he 
waged with his neighbours. The reputation of this 
prince was high. The reigning Rajas of Jeypoor and 
Odeypoor both visited him, and each of them married 
one of his daughters. Dhuruj Singh was slain in an 
affray with the Alieer tribe, whom he had been long 
engaged in reducing to order. His eldest son, Guj Singh, 
was expelled by his half-brother, Bickerrnajet.f who was 
supported by the Raja of Jeypoor, to whom liis sister 
was married. The Rana of Odeypoor, who stood in the

* The deseeudunts of this chief are called Lalawut ; those of hia 
brother Bec-ja Singh, Bejawut; the third sou of Ghureeb Dogs died 
childless.

t  He is called in  one of tlie genealogical accounts, Bicker Siugh.



relation to Guj Singh, armed to vindicate his right; 
hut the death of the latter terminated the contest. His 
only son, Indur Singh, being unable to struggle against 
his uncle, remained inactive till the latter died, leaving 
the principality to his son, Bulbudder Singh; against 
whom a powerful combination was formed* by the 
neighbouring Hindu princes iu favour of Indur Singh, 
who was, however, slain in one of the first actions that 
took place. About this period the Malmittas invaded 
Centi-al India. When the Paishwah Bajerow was at 
Saugor on his way to Hindustan, some difference arose 
between him and Bui budder Singh ; but the latter, who 
is noticed among the most powerful of the Rajpoot chiefs, 
appears ultimately to have succeeded in ingratiating 
himself with the invaders; and we find him, throughout 
his campaigns, one of the favourite friends and compa
nions of Mulhar Row Holkar, after whose death he accom
panied Junkojee Sindia to Marwar, and was with that 
leader when he was assassinated at Nagore. After this 
event, Bulbudder Singh returned to Ragoogurh, where 
be died, in the sixtieth year of his age, leaving the prin
cipality to his son Bulwunt Singh, whose administration 
commenced and closed with a series of misfortunes. This 
prince had no sooner succeeded his father, than Madhajee 
Sindia demanded from him the cession of particular dis
tricts, in compensation of tribute ; and some years after
wards, on pretext of his having entered into negotiations 
'wit h the British Government, with which tire Mahratta 
leader was then at war, he attacked the fort of Ragoo-

* There were no less than fourteen Rajas in the combination armed 
agoinst Bulbudder Singh.
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giirh, and, having captured it, and made the Raja and 
his young son, Jey Singh, prisoners, confiscated the pro
perty and territories of the family.

The Mahratta chief was not long left in quiet enjoy
ment of his triumph. Sheer Singh, a Thakoor, or lord ot 
the Kychee tribe, assembled the scattered adherents ot 
Bulwunt Singh, and commenced a desperate and sĵ ste- 
matie course of predatory warfare, with the professed 
object of compelling Madhajee Sindia to release his 
prince. The first care of this bold and enterprising- 
leader was to prevent the country of Ragoogurh from 
yielding one rupee of revenue to the Mahrattas. He 
warned the villager to leave his dwelling, and the hus
bandman to desist from tilling his fields, on pain of being- 
pillaged. He ordered them to repair to neighbouring- 
countries, and particularly to Bhopal; with the Dewan 
of which place, Ohutta Khan, he had established an 
understanding, which provided for their protection, and 
ensured an eventual refuge for himself and family.
The friendship, or rather alliance, between these chiefs, 
was well known to Madhajee Sindia, but it did not suit 
either his convenience or policy to resent it. This for
bearance was not extraordinary. In Governments like 
those of the Mahrattas, which have no permanent prin
ciples, but adopt, year after year, the expedients which 
seem best suited to the emergency of the moment, it is 
often deemed prudent to have channels through which 
they can conciliate, if it becomes necessary, the greatest 
offenders against the State. The purpose for which such 
connexions arc maintained, was evinced on this occasion 
in a remarkable instance. Sheer Singh kept himself dis
tinct from the class of common plunderers. Ragoogurh
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3 dependencies were, as before stated, laid waste, 

but Madhajee Sindia’s other possessions were not invad
ed. The natives of Central India were comparatively 
treated with humanity, hut no mercy was shewn to the 
Mahrattas who fell into his hands. The Pundits or 
Brahmins of the Deckan were the chief objects of his 
vengeance. Their noses and ears were cut off, and their 
infants murdered, by this merciless chief, who answered 
to all remonstrances, that he would teach Madhajee Sin- 
dia what it was to destroy a Rajpoot principality. While 
the alarm of Sheer Singh’s cruelties was at its height, 
Mahajee’s wife, with a number of the families of his 
principal officers, came from Poona to join him in Hin
dustan. They were guarded on the journey by four or 
five thousand men. Though the adherents of the Raj
poot leader did not amount to as many hundreds, the 
the terror he had spread was so great, that the convoy 
hesitated to advance. They knew that Sheer Singh 
would hazard every thing to glut his vengeance on the 
families of Sindia and his principal minister; they 
therefore solicited the protection of the Dewan of Bho
pal, who rejoiced in the opportunity of shewing his 
regard for the Mahratta prince, and not only appointed 
a party to accompany the Baeo (or princess), but request
ed Sheer Singh not to offer any insult or injury to her 
retinue. His wish was complied w ith; and the lady, 
when she reached Muttra, was warm in her praises of 
Ohutta Khan, to whom Madhajee Sindia wrote a letter* 
of grateful acknowledgment.

* The complimentary part of tlri letter termed the Dewan his son, 
and gave him high titles. The vanity of Chutta Khan was much 
flattered by this mark of attention from Madhajee Sindia.
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^ ^ '-^ W h ile  Bulwunt Singli was kept prisoner in Hindustan, 
his son Jey Singh, a youth of twenty years of age, was 
closely confined at Bhilsa. The most anxious efforts of 
Sheer Singh had long been directed to effect his release; 
and he at last succeeded, through the means of corrup
tion and the adventurous enterprise of some trained 
thieves* by whose aid the prince was enabled to escape 
over the walls of the fort. He was immediately mounted 
on a swift horse, and carried to a place of safety, from 
whence Sheer Singh sent him to Jeypoor, that he might 
interest the Raja of that principality, and of Joudpoor, 
in favour of his father. Jey Singli was successful in 
persuading both these princes to adopt his cause ; and 
their representations to Madhajee Sindia not only obtain
ed the release of the Raja, but the restoration of Ragoo- 
gurh, to which, however, a stipulation for the payment 
of a large sum was annexed. Ambajee Inglia, then one 
of Sindia’s principal leaders, became responsible for Bul
wunt Singh’s performing his engagement. But the ap
parent friendship of this wily Mahratta had no object 
but his own benefit; for he sent his brothcrf with the 
unfortunate Raja, who, restored to a country without 
revenue, was soon compelled, by his inability to fulfil his 
obligations, to leave it to be again usurped, and to retire 
to the Jeypoor territories, where he died three years after
wards. Bulwunt Singh was devoid of energy, and quite 
unsuited to the troubled times in which he lived. His 
memory is, in consequence, held, in no estimation by the 
gallant tribe, of which he was so long the nominal head.

* The thieves were of a tribe called Baugrees: one of these leaped 
the wall with the Raja op his shoulders, and escaped unhurt, 

t Balmain fnglia.
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N ^ g ^ ^ K v u n t Singh, when forced to leave Ragoogurh, had 
' .  1̂ en to his relation Doorjun Lai, whom he had left as 
113 aSent afc the court of Sindia, to quit it, as he found 
; he whole proceedings'of the Mahrattas full of deceit and 
reach cry, and had himself resolved to place no further 

confidence in them. Doorjun Lai, on receiving tliis inti
mation, hastened to Kycheewarra,* where he collected a 
'lumber of followers, and commenced depredations upon 

e -Mahratta territories. After he had pursued this 
course about two years, he was compelled to fly ; but the 
numerous and strong detachmentsf which were sent 
ngamst him by Madhajee Sindia prove, that even at this 
arl̂ y pait of his career, Doorjun Lai was considered as no 

contemptible insurgent. This chief, when forced to 
abandon Kycheewarra, only retired to Saugor, from the 
manager of which he found shelter till the death of Madha- 
Jee Sindia seemed to present the opportunity he had so 
°ng desired of avenging the wrongs of his family. He was 

lomed by the young prince Jey Singh, who had assumed 
m title of Raja; and the two chiefs, being invited to 

a'lopt the cause of Madhajee Sindias widow, united 
u it force with that of Luckwa Dada, tire commander 

()j her army. Their friendship and "support were pur
chased by the restoration of Ragoogurh to Jey Singh,
‘lM the grant of a large Jahgeer+ to Doorjun Lai. But 
a hopes of success from this connexion were completely 
destroyed by an action with the disciplined battalions of 

°yfiet Row Sindia, under the command of his French

j.- Kycheewarra is the name by which the country inhabited by the 
felloe Rajpoots is now, and has for several centuries, been known.

^  The corps of Balaram Inglia. Jewa Dada. and Gopal Bhow, were 
P eyed against him. J Seronje, Jadhooree, and Ranouda.
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"'iy -^^eneral, Perron. The latter was completely victorious.
The troops of Luckwa Dada fled and dispersed in every 
direction; and Doorjun Lai and Jey Singh were again 
reduced to depend upon their own efforts. These were 
at first directed against the Hindu tribe of Aheerwarra, 
whose chief* being slain, his capital, then called Oondee, 
fell into the possession of Doorjun Lai, who, selecting it 
for his own, changed the name to Bahadurgurh, and 
endeavoured by every expedient to increase its strength 
and population. This was but a first step of the able 
and ambitious Rajpoot, who appears to have entertained 
views of establishing a principality distinct from that of 
the family to which he professed allegiance. It is also 
probable that he was disgusted with the moody violence 
of Jey Singh, which had broken out on several occa
sions. Whatever was the cause, their interests were 
separated; and, while the Raja retired to Ragoogurh, 
Doorjun Lai took advantage of the weakness of the 
petty Hindu chiefs in the Eastern parts of Central 
India, and of the contests in which the Mahratta States 
were involved in the Deckan, and subsequently wifi the 
British, to increase his army, and extend his territory, 
which at one period comprised the sovereignty of no less 
than twenty-two districts :f which he enjoyed for sever
al years, till a formidable detachment, under the orders 
of Dowlet Row Sindia’s principal European commander 
Baptiste,\ succeeded in wresting from him, one,by one, 
all his possessions. His new capital, Bahadurgurh,

* Delecp Sing’ll.
f Bahadurgurh, Ranoude, Pncher, and Gomlah. were the principal* 
t  This commander is always termed Luropean, though born 

India, and his mother a native of India.
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V\:which shared tlie fate of the rest, was doomed once m o rc M ^  

to change its name; and received from its Christian con
queror, that by which it is now distinguished, Yesugurh, 
or the fort of Jesus. Though lie lost his territories, the 
spirit of Doorjun Lai was still unconquered. He kept 
around him a considerable body of the kindred bands ot 
the Kycheewarra Rajpoots, and some other faithful 
adherents ; with whom he made constant attacks on the 
country of Dowlet Row Sindia, and once at Narwar 
carried off a number of cattle from that prince’s camp.
The object of his last efforts was to compel Sindia to 
come to some arrangement with him, that would enable 
him to support his family and followers; and in this he 
probably would have succeeded, had he not died* Few 
of his tribe have left a higher reputation for wisdom, 
courage, or enterprise. He was for many years the terror 
of the Mahrattas, against whom he cherished the most 
rooted hatred and hostility.

Doorjun Lai having left no children, his relation Bhy- 
roo Lai was elected his successor ; and the depredations 
he continued so far prospered, as to obtain him the grant 
of a districtf for his subsistence, yielding one lac of 
rupees, which he still enjoys.

The fortunes of Doorjun Lai for a period predominated 
over those of the princes to whom he was related, and 
to whom he professed allegiance ; for though he endea
voured to establish his own independence, he ne\ci 
ceased to acknowledge them as his hereditary superiors.

* He died at Bheernawud, in the forty-eighth year of his age.
t Bhyroo Lai is a younger son of Goolab Singh, a relation of 

boorjun Lai, He assumes the title of Raja Bahadur, on the ground of 
hs having been conferred on Doorjun Lai by the Raua of Odeypooi.

A A
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VfeHdfo^zeal and attachment which he had evinced to BuL 
wunt Singh were, upon the death of that chief, trans
ferred to his son, Jey Singh, who, when his father died, 
was in the Jeypoor territories,* with the prince ot 
which, as well as those of Odeypoor and .Jeypoor, he 
was intimately connected. After he had received pre
sents and congratulations frbm these Rajpoot princes on 
his succession, he attended, as has been related, to the 
summons of Doorjun Lai, to aid in the war against the 
enemies of his family.

Jey Singh, then twenty-eight years of age.f was, ac
cording to the Hindu MSS, from which this account is 
extracted, a prince of great promise. His mother, the 
favourite wife of Bulwunt Singh, is said to have been so 
beautiful, that she fell a victim to the jealousy of the 
other Ranies, who practised every art of Asiatic sorcery 
for her destruction. Their malignity is described as 
having given Bulwunt Singh an uncommon interest in 
his son, whom he took, according to the historian of his 
family, every pains to instruct both as a scholar and a 
soldier. We have no evidence of the progress made by 
the young prince in learning, but he early shewed that in 
personal heroism he was excelled by none; and even 
before the death of Doorjun Lai, with whom his first 
efforts were associated, Jey Singh had established a name 
for courage and enterprise that rendered him formidable 
to the Mahrattas. But the admiration which his fol
lowers granted to his valour must have been mixed with 
fear and horror at his violence, of which he gave some

* l ie  was at Mttdoogurfc.
f  He Bucrneded to the title of Raja of Kagoogurh, in the Hindu 

month of Koomar, in the year of the Sumbut I860 , or A.D. 171)8.



* on il>]e proofs. The most remarkable may be selected 
as an example : a short period before the death of Door- 
bin Lai, Jey Singh, having through his own rashness 
been defeated by one of Sindia’s officers, fled wounded to 
boojrungurh, where he confined himself so closely that 
a rumour of his death was spread, and believed by his 
nearest relations and most confidential officers; some of 
whom, as was to be expected, began to intrigue and 
c-abal for the succession to his power. The Raja is said to 
have encouraged the report of his death, that he might 
discover the real dispositions of those around him; but, 
when recovered from his illness, he appeared quite un
concerned at what had passed, and assumed a serenity 
,l'id gaiety that lulled all into security. After the lapse 

some months, however, he took advantage of a season 
festivity, not only to seize and put to death his kins-'

"ion Dutchman Singh and Amun Singh, the persons he 
chiefly suspected, but with the most wanton barbarity he 
ordered their families, without distinction of age or sex,
|° be sacrified to his resentment. The mode in which 

‘cse murders were perpetrated is quite shocking to every 
poling of humanity. The only exculpation* that can be 
lamed for these and similar atrocities is the belief that
0 Was at this period insane ; and the evidence of those 

^'ho were in the habit of seeing him,f even before he 
^creiaed power, sufficiently proves the fact. The mis-

1 tunes of his family, and an ardent desire of revenge,

'b:y Singh put several of his own wives to death.
 ̂4\v 'V l0â Pe was sometimes in Doorjun Lai’s camp He often 

t.0riv ®high, and says that he appeared to him, from his acts and 
, orsation, to be a person not merely of an ungovernable temper, 

unsettled reason.
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are stated, in one account of his life, to have had such 
an effect upon his mind, that he early devoted himself 
to the adoration of Hunoomaun, and sought, through 
penances and incantations, an interview with the warrior 
Demigod,* which he was deceived by an old priest into 
a belief that he had obtained. It was, according to some 
statements, on this occasion'that his reason first became 
unsettled; and it is highly probable that the constant 
practice of these superstitious rites, combined with the 
use of opium and other intoxicating drugs, acting upon 
an ardent and impatient temper, rendered him at times 
deranged. His appearance and language indicated fre
quent intoxication; but his natural courage, which was 
great, was increased by this state of continual excite
ment ; and as his mind was chiefly inflamed witli one 
object, that of determined hostility to the Mahrattas, 
his Rajpoot followers were disposed to deem his madness 
inspiration, and they readily pardoned the crimes of a 
chief, who, they persuaded themselves, was bom to be 
the scourge of their cruel and oppressive enemies. We 
can on no other ground account for their suffering an 
intemperate tyrant to commit the numerous murders he 
did, after he had lost all his possessions, and had no 
authority left, but what he derived from their continued 
attachment.

The policy of Dowlet Row Sindia, when he made 
peace with the British Government, was directed to the 
complete subjection, or rather annihilation, of some of 
his Rajpoot tributaries in Central India, whose lands be

! Hunoomaun is represented as a monkey. Ilia wonderful exploits 
are celebrated in tbc Hindu mythological fable of Hama's attack 
Hav/un, the monarch of Ceylon, who had carried oil his wife Seeta.



VyfieigpM to incorporate with those of the State. Baptiste,
'"ith his corps of infantry and artillery, was employed 
°n this service; and having reduced the neighbouring 
P1 incipality of Seopoor, the report of Jey Singh's excess
es led him to hope the possessions of that chief would 
'e an easy conquest. The festival of the Hooly, 

'when the Raja and his adherents were known to give 
Way to the greatest indulgence in liquor, was the moment 
c osen for attack. Boojrungurh was taken, and Ragoo- 
gurh invested, but the latter did not fall till some time 
afterwards, and during its siege every effort was made 
by Jey Singh himself to distress an enemy whom he had 
n° forc-e to meet in the open field. Among his other ex
ploits, he completely succeeded in a well-planned enter
prise against Seopoor,* which he retook, and not only- 
obtained considerable treasure, but made Baptiste’s family 
Prisoners. He afterwards released the wife of that 
°adcr ; and this act of consideration was returned by his

* Seopoor was taken on the 3rd of Juno, 1816. The mode in which 
was taken, is thus described by Captain Close:

Jey Singh approached the fort early in the morning, having, as 
 ̂as believed, an understanding with some of the people within. He 
Pplied scaling-ladders to the walls, and mounted in person, with sixty 

Jp U.S rnen’ ®t a !-Jace which led immediately to the citadel, where 
^ptiste a family resided. There was here a guard of only twenty 
ft/*1' five half-caste Europeans. The Raja, half, naked, was
I’h*16̂  a pPeari °nd the rest of his party with swords and shields.
Wr.  ̂ overP°wered the guard, among whom two of the Europeans 

S k illed , but the Raja also lost ten or twelve men of his own in 
^  s,ruffid0. Written orders from Baptiste’s son and wife were then 

^0Wu to the garrison, consisting of about two hundred irregulars,
^ em k° remotn quiet, as it would cost them their lives if any 

sistanoe was made; accordingly no opposition was offered.”—Vide 
’ Ptuin Close’s letter to Government.
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x'X- princesses being allowed to join him when Ragoogum 
fell. A settlement was more than once proposed by 
Sindia’s commander to the Rajpoot chief; but the objects 
of the parties were irreconcilable. The consequence 
was, the contest was continued with redoubled animosity, 
and the Mahratta troops being numerous, the districts 
of Ragoogurh were completely occupied by them. Jey 
Singh, when expelled from his own country, found sub
sistence for himself and adherents by invading Sindia’s 
unprotected possessions ; but even in this extremity of 
his fortune he preserved the character of a prince. He 
levied contributions only from the officers of Government, 
and refrained from plundering individuals. His range 
was at one period very extended, having gone as far 
West as the districts of Nolye and Katchrode, and as far 
South as Kundwah and Boorhanpoor. His force was en
tirely composed of horse, and amounted to about five 
thousand men, many of whom were Rajpoots of his own 
tribe. His enterprises were not alone directed against 
the wealth of the country; the predatory war maintained 
for several years against Sindia’s commandei*, Baptiste, 
was prosecuted with an activity and spirit that often 
reduced that leader, in spite of his superior means, to great 
distress : at one period a corps,* consisting of two batta
lions and a number of guns, was completely defeated, and 
Jey Singh, who had led his own followers to the charge on 
this memorable occasion, seemed on the point of recover
ing his possessions, when his enemies collected in such 
force that he was again compelled to retire. But, though

* This corps was commanded by an Armenian officer named Ara- 
foon, from whose account, s transmitted to Gualior, the action was 
not so decisive.
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to continual reverses, his spirit was unbrokedy 
andhe had infused the same courage into his kindred 
tribe. The undaunted valour and personal prowess of 
their prince were the theme of all their Charuns and 
Bhats (genealogists and minstrels); and an expelled 
chief, whose country did not produce an annual revenue 
ol three lacs of rupees, occupied for five years a large 
part of Sindia’s force. Nor is it probable, had the 
British armies not advanced into Central India, that the 
Mahratta troops, numerous* as they were, would have 
proved equal to his reduction, as his followers increased 
rather than diminished. These, however, were of differ
ent classes; he was personally surrounded by between 
four and five hundred of his immediate relations and 
family adherents, who were all well mounted, and so 
devoted to their leader and his cause, that hardly any 
superiority of numbers would induce the Mahratta horse 
to stand the assault of his band. The remainder of his 
force was made up of hired soldiers ; and he was able, 
from the fluids obtained at the commencement of the 
contest, and the contributions he levied during its con
tinuance, to pay them with tolerable regularity. The 
condition of Central India was favourable to Jey 
*dingh, but his hostility was solely directed against the 
territories of Dowlet Row Sindia; no other country was 
attacked, no travellers or merchants plundered, nor was 
he, except in action, either cruel or vindictive. The 
f-cenes of constant activity and enterprise in which he 
became engaged, are stated to have effected a favourable

I ' ‘
There were with Jean Baptiste, acting against Jey Singh, five 

attritions, with between thirty and forty guns, and from eight to 
LU thousand horse, including a number of Pindarries.
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x^-'-ŝ Mange in his character. He was, when the English 
columns reached the Nerbudda, the theme of every 
tongue, and held forth as an example of a gallant prince 
struggling to the last against his oppressors. He appears 
to have long looked forward with anxious hope to the 
occurrence of war between Sindia and the British 
Government; and his ardent mind anticipated the res
toration, under the auspices of the latter, of his own 
fortunes, with those of the other Rajpoot chiefs who had 
been subdued by the Mahrattas. The letter which he 
addressed to an officer* in command of a corps on the 
frontier, is a proof of the exaggerated expectations in 
which he indulged from the events that he saw approach
ing. After some remarks on the different Rajpoot tribes, 
and an assertion that the Kychee Chowans, of which he 
is the head, have the true right to the title of Hinduput, 
and the sovereignty! which that implies, Joy Singh 
observes, “ As the Maharaja Sindia has desolated my 
“ country, and deprived me of my honour, besides having 
“ carried off property to the amount of some crores of 
“ rupees, it is my earnest wish to destroy his power. I 
“ therefore hope that the English Government will enable 
“ me to demand retribution from my enemy. If the 
“ country of Sindia is made over to me, I will agree to 
“ pay six or eight annas in the rupee on all the eollec- 
“ tions.

“ The English troops and my horsemen, wherever they 
“ go, will, from the good fortune of the English, be vic- 
“ torious, and Sindia shall be destroyed.” After somo

* Colonel MacMorine.
f  That la, to he kings of India. He gives the Sesodinns of Odey- 

pooi only the second • ank ns Rajpoot princes.
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^dEarther remarks on the former power of the Rajpoots, he 
concludes by saying, “ I am well informed that you Eng- 
“ lish intend to destroy the Pindarrios: let me have 
“ orders on this subject, and if any chief harbours these 
“ plunderers in his country, or joins with them, I shall 
“ not fail to give information of it. The Pindarrios have 
“ thirty thousand good horsemen ; this is not hid from 
“ you: if the English Government will advance me 
“ funds to maintain fifteen thousand horse, or five lacs 
“ of rupees, I will destroy these Pindarries.

“ Wherever I may suggest that battalions should be 
“ sent, let them be sent; and where regiments (meaning 
“ cavalry) are required, let regiments be sent; at all 
“ events, until an answer can be given to this letter, let 
“ me have an advance of twenty-five thousand rupees,
“ and wherever I am ordered, there shall 1 encamp; but 
“ if cash cannot be immediately given, let a Vakeel or 
“ agent of mine be allowed to remain with you for the 
“ adjustment of this point, and let me know to what 
“ place I am to repair to await your decision. But, above 
“ all things, let the negotiation be made binding ; it will 
“ redound to the fame and glory of the Company.”

Had Dowlet Row Sindia not preserved neutrality, Jey 
Singh would have been an apt and popular instrument 
for his reduction; as it was, no support could be given 
to the cause of this prince, who was preparing the means 
of renewing the contest, when he fell a sacrifice to the 
prevailing epidemic* and left his title and claims to be 
disputed by two candidates, Dliokul Singh and Adjeet

* Cholera Morbus.
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VS^j^^Singh, wlio, by dividing his adherents, broke the union 
and strength of the Kychees, and gave to Sinclia’s Gov
ernment a comparatively easy triumph over that gallant 
tribe.

The first in rank among the princesses of a Hindu 
ruler or chief who has no issue, becomes on his death a 
personage of great consequence in the State, from her 
acknowledged right of adoption, and the claims upon the 
power and property of her husband which this choice 
confers. It is generally conceived a duty to choose from 
the least objectionable among the near relations of the 
deceased; but the obligation is not imperative, and the 
consequences of the exercise of this right too often pro
duce family feuds and disputed successions. In the pre
sent instance, one of the chief Ranies, or princesses, of 
Jey Singh, after consultation with some of the principal 
officers, chose the son of Goolab Singh,* who was declared 
by her and her party, raised to the Gaddee, or seat of 
power, under the name of Adjeet Singh. The aunt of Jey 
Singh, a widow lady of much influence, opposed this act, 
and proclaimed herself in favour of Dhokul Singh,f a 
leader of reputation for his gallantry, but against wdiom 
the '■ was, with many of the Rajpoots of Kycheewarra, 
the insuperable objection of his being of the Bejawut, 
or younger branch of the family, whose descendants have

* The name of this youth was Buchtawur Singh ; but on his adop
tion by the Rani he wus called Adjeet Singh.

f Dhokul Singh grounds his claim chiefly on having received the 
horse and spear of Jey Singh before the death of that chief, and hav
ing been by him appointed liis successor. The question was long un
der discussion, and was referred to the decision of the Rajas of Odey- 
poor, Jeypoor, Boondee, Kota, Seopoor, and Narwar.
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xViSRf^s been deemed subordinate to tlie Lalawmt,* or 
elder branch.

When it is considered that all the territories of Ragoo- 
gurh had been usurped by Sindia, and that it was merely 
for a name that the parties were contending, this disput
ed succession, which was as warm as if the contest had been 
for an empire, may excite a smile. It may be deemed a 
quarrel for a shadow; but such was not the case. It was 
a dispute for the allegiance and devoted attachment of 
three or four thousand as brave and hardy soldiers as 
any in India. These were now divided, and the early 
submission of one chief, Adjeet Singh, on terms mediated 
by the British Government, attached some of them to the 
cause of orders; but Dhokul Singh continued his oppo
sition till his adherents, after several defeats from a con
tingent of Sindia’s acting under the command of British 
officers, almost all deserted him : lie was recently made 
prisoner and sent to Gualior. The testimony given by 
the officers employed on this service to the courage and 
enterprise of the Rajpoots of Kycheewarra, gives reason 
to conclude, that, had not the British Government inter
posed its mediation and aid, it might have been long 
before this gallant tribe would have been completely sub
dued. The character of their last chief, and of the feel
ings he entertained, in common with all his race, towards 
tire Mahrattas, is well expressed in a letter from the Bri
tish Resident at the Court of Gualior.f “ Dhokul Singh, ’

* The names of Lalawat and Bejawut, into whicli the Ragoogurh 
family are divided, take, as has been stated, their origin from Lai 
Singh and Beeja Singh, the two sons of Ghureeb Doss, the founder of 
the principality enjoyed by this race of chiefs in Malwa.

f Vide paragraph 11, Dispatch from Captain Stewart, to the Politi
cal Secretary to Government, 20bh January, 1821.
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lie observes, “ is a man of the most daring courage, which 
“is evinced by the numerous marks he bears of the 
“ wounds lie has received in action. It is to be regretted 
“ that his character is so deeply stained with deeds of 
“ cruelty. He had been,allowed, while in confinement 
“ at this Residency, to retain his sword and shield, and 
“ would have also been permitted to wear them in the fort 
“ of Gualior; but, when he was about to be delivered over to 
“ the Mahrattas, he sent them to me with a message, stat- 
“ in<r that he would never have surrendered them to aO
“ Mahratta but with his life, and that his only hope of 

ever taking them up again rested on the favour of 
“ the British Government.”

The fort and town of Ragoogurh, with an estate of 
fifty-five thousand rupees, have been restored to the 
families, with an engagement that a few of the adhe
rents arc to he always in Sindia’s service. These terms 
were with difficulty obtained through the mediation of 
the British Government.

The Raj, or principality of Kotah, which forms, in its 
later history, a complete contrast to that of Ragoogurh, 
originated in one of the Ran as of Odeypoor having, in 
consequence of a long cherished feud with the chiefs of 
Boondee, adopted the cause of a younger brother of the 
reigning prince, whom he settled first in Kotah as a 
Jahgeerdar, and afterwards so effectually aided in a war 
against His superior, that the latter was compelled to 
purchase peace by the cession of half his territories to 
form the principality* of Kotah, the ruler of which 
assumed the title of Maha Row, or the great chief.

* I find some variation from, this account in other MSS,, but the 
difference does not merit notice.



It is nearly two centuries since this event occurred.
The first prince of Kotah was Bishen Singh, whose 
family continued to enjoy the reality as well as the 
name of the power, till the elevation of the late Maha 
Row Omeid Singh. This prince, either from taking 
alarm at tho state of confusion into which the whole of 
Central India had been thrown, or his own inefficiency, 
had so entirely lost all authority over his principal chiefs 
and subjects, that he was unablo to pay seventy-live 
thousand rupees per annum, which had been fixed as the 
Mahratta tribute. Kotah seemed on the verge of des
truction, -when it was not only saved, but raised to the 
first rank among the Rajpoot principalities, by one of 
the most remarkable men who have appeared in the 
modern history of India.

Zalim Singh, of the Hara tribe of Chowan Rajpoots,* 
was son of Pirtheo Raj, an officer of rank in the service 
of Gooman Singh, Raja of Kotah. Pirthee Raj must 
have been in high estimation, as we find not only one of 
his daughters married to his prince, but the son, at the age 
of twenty, commanding a force against the troops of the 
Raja of Jeypoor, whom, with the aid of Mulhar Row 
Holkar, he defeated. Some time after this event, a 
misunderstanding between Gooman Singh and his young 
leader induced the latter to go to the court of Odoypoor, 
the ruler of which employed him against tho .Mahratta* 
with such success, that they -were driven from Me war; 
hut in a subsequent action fought near Oojein, Zalim 
Singh not only experienced a reverse, but fell a wounded

* The tribe of Hara bare produced many celebrated men. Ram 
Singh Hara. wlio was an Omrah of bi .U rank and a commander of 
nine thousand horse, was esteemed one of Auruugzeeb’s best Generals.
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w^SLTS^risoner into the hands of his enemies. He was at this
period a chief of reputation. The prince of Odeypoor 
had bestowed upon him a Jahgeer, and had added to the 
title of Raja, to which he had a hereditary right, the 
appellation of Rana. He had been before invited by his 
nephew, Omeid Singh, Raja of Kotah, to take upon 
himself, as Minister, the settlement of that principality ; 
and he now contemplated this proposition as a means 
of restoring his fallen fortune. During Iris confinement 
lie became acquainted with several of Sindia’s officers, 
but particularly with a Brahmin of the name of Lallajee 
Belial, who had the charge of the collection of the tri
butes of the Rajpoot princes. Zalim Singh made a 
proposal, that he should be sent to Ivotah, supported by 
Sindia’s authority, by the aid of which and his own 
efforts he not only expected to reduce the rebellious 
lords of that principality to obedience, but to restore the 
country to a state of prosperity that would enable it to 
pay its tribute regularly and as a farther inducement 
to incline the Mahratta prince to adopt this measure, an 
increase of twenty-five thousand rupees was offered to 
be made in the annual amount. This proposition was 
accepted; and Zalim Singh, accompanied by his friend 
Lallajee Belial, and a small party of Sindia’s Pagah, or 
household troops, went to Kotah, where bis arrival was 
welcomed by Omeid Singh, who immediately appointed 
him his minister, and voluntarily resigned into his hands 
the exclusive administration of affairs. The impression 
made by this act, combined with the energetic character 
of Zalim Singh, and the decided support of the Mah- 
rattas, prevented any formidable opposition to the estab
lishment of his authority; and in the progress of the



contest in which he became engaged with the refractory 
Thakoors, or Barons of Kotah, he exhibited a severity 
which struck terror into his enemies. Averse to war, 
he appeal’s early to have commenced that system by 
which he has in the course of forty-live years raised a 
principality, whose revenue, when he was appointed 
minister, or rather regent, was not more than four lacs 
of rupees, to forty lacs. Amidst scenes of plunder, 
confusion, and anarchy, when violence, weakness, rapa
city, and ambition, led alike to ruin ; the calm temper 
the clear mind, the profound art, and the firm energy of 
Zalim Singh, took advantage of the errors of all around, 
without ever committing one himself. He earl) shewed 
that, at a period when none were trusted, he might be 
confided in. Mis character for courage and wisdom was 
soon so well established, that it was deemed dangerous to 
have him as an enemy ; and so far was he from offering 
provocation, that, instead of assuming the high tone of 
a Rajpoot chief, he readily acknowledged the para
mount authority of the Mahrattas, terming himself a 
Zemindar, or landholder and cultivator. He was, in l'act, 
too well satisfied with the substance of power to quar- 
l'ol about its shadow. Bred to business, lie was at 
once the farmer, the merchant, and the minister. In 
every transaction his tone was that of fairness and 
moderation; and though ho, no doubt, from the first, 
cherished objects of the greatest ambition, these were 
mwer paraded, nor did good fortune (and the lives of 
few men offer a parallel of success so complete and unin
terrupted) ever alter, or in the least disturb, his equal 
course. He appears, within a very short period of his 
erst advancement to power, to have enjoyed the same
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racier he does at this moment; and while lie territo- 
ries were kept in the highest state of cultivation, the 
additions made to them were obtained more by art, in
trigue, and accident, than by force But the greatest 
increase of revenue arose from the confiscation and im
provement of the large and ill-managed estates of the 
nobles of the principality, which were chiefly usurpa
tion, upon the weakness of former princes To enable
him to rive full effect to these changes m the internal 
administration of the country, Zalim Singh was most 
.sedulous in establishing and maintaining links oi amica
ble connexion with every foreign prince and chief, from 
the principal monarchs of India to the most desperate 
freebooters. In a sea of trouble, the tern tones of Kotah 
became a harbour where there was comparative repose ; 
and the convenience which all found in having occasion
al resort to this asylum, created a general interest m its 
continued security. The policy of Zalim Sing i led him 
to purchase at any price, except a violation of his faith 
the friendship and protection of the prevailing power of 
the moment; which gave h im  confidence to pursue Ins 
views of aggrandisement at leisure. His object was 
never lost through hurry to obtain it. All means, - - 
cept such as might compromise a reputation which was 
hi, strength, were employed to effect his purposes : neigh
bouring districts were rented, fugitives received, treasure
taken in deposit, p o w e rfu l leaders conciliated, those in
distress relieved, and every act had, both in substance 
and manner, a discrimination as to time and the temper 
of the panics concerned, which gave to this extraordi- 
narv man all the chances of the troubled period, with 
few', if any, of the hazards. But against the latter he
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W^OT&^care to be well provided : be formed at an early-^*^ 
^-period a small but efficient body of troops, which were 

gradually augmented in numbers with his increasing 
resources, and were always, from their formation, equip
ment, good pay, and the high character of their selected 
commanders, among the very best of their class.

To detail minutely all the steps by which Zalim Singh 
has raised Kotah to its present condition, would be tedi
ous. His character, talents, and the means he used, 
have therefore been thus generally described; a short 
account of his progress to the great power and influence 
he has obtained will suffice.

The town of Kotah, and its original lands, are chiefly 
situated in Harrowtee,* one of the largest provinces in 
the Soobalx of Ajnicer ; but the possessions of this llaj, 
or principality, have gradually extended over other parts 
of Central India. Among the first possessions which 
Zalim Sing'll obtained, were the fort and lands of Shaba-
bad: the garrison of which, being seduced, by him from
their duty, put their governor to death. The relations 
of the latter hastened with their complaints of this vio
lence to Madliajee Sindia; but with him Zalim Singh 
had a powerful mediator in his friend Lallajee Belial, 
and tho payment of a sum of money, with the promise 
of a regular tribute for Shahabad, not onl3r obtained 
pardon, for the act, hut a grant from the nominal emperor 
°f Delhi, vesting the government of that place in the 
prince of Kotah, in whose name Zalim Singh always 
acted.

+ Tins province, which, adjoins Malwa, is stated by some to liave 
1 ecoived its name from tho tribe of Hara. This, 1 uvever, appeals a 
doubtful etymology.

B B
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X ^ S ^ a r d l y  a year passed after the accession of Zalim 
Sino-h to full power, in which he did not add to his terri
tories by obtaining grants or leases of districts or vil
lages, or by giving protection to small Kotrees, or estates 
of°Rajpoot lords, who repaid him with their service and 
attachment. The fall of the Rajas of Narwar, and neigh
bouring petty States, and the deci’ease of the influence 
and power of the Puar family of the Mahrattas, were 
alike turned to his benefit. But the greatest advance of 
his fortune may perhaps be attributed to Ambajee Inglia. 
This powerful and wealthy leader, who had been held in 
hicrh estimation by Madhajee Sindia, when nominated 
by his successor Soobahdar of Cualior, contracted the 
most intimate ties with Zalim Singh; and while he 
made Kotah the residence of his family and depot of his 
treasures, he took every opportunity of favouring and 
adding to the strength of its ruler. The same descrip
tion of connexion, established* with Ambajee, was cul
tivated with the other high officers of Dowlet Iibw 
gindia, who governed countries or commanded armies 
in his vicinity. His friendship indeed was the first 
object of all these, as it gave them a respected asylum for 
themselves or families in the hour of trouble; and the care 
Zalim Singh took to be on good terms with the principal 
ministers of Sindia, whose necessities he occasionally re
lieved, made him certain that no casual or temporary 
protection he might give to offenders, and public de- . 
faulters, would be seriously resented. The fact is, for

* Za]jm Singh was. in the latter years of Ainbajee’s life, the rally 
person he trusted ; and it is generally believed that a considerable 
part of the w e a l t h  which ho lmd accumulated was deposited at Kotah, 
and became, on bis death, the property of the regent.

__
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reasons that have before been stated, nothing could be 
more useful or desirable to a Government like Sindia’s. 
than to have those half-dependent leaders of its armies 
and managers of its provinces, with whose services it 
could not dispense, but whose power it could not always 
control, look to such protection as that afforded by the 
regent of Kotah, who, though firm in maintaining the 
pledges he gave, was not only moderate and conciliating, 
but leaned always to the superior power. His wealth 
(and he early became rich) made him a convenient 
medium: for in all settlements between Mahratta States 
and their offending servants, a fine is the first object.
Ihe security ot Zalim Singh, if he did not advance the 
money, was so good, that no banker hesitated a moment 
hi accepting i t ; and we find him extending this aid, not 
merely to high officers of State, but, as in the case of 
vuneem Khan, already mentioned, to the most lawless 

characters. From all these settlements he must have 
* uKed great profit, for the parties in favour of which 
m interposed had commenced with giving him the pledge 

dieii wealth and family, and placing themselves, in 
act, completely in his power. The most alarming event 

iGiich ever threatened his deep-laid schemes of policy, 
yas the rise of Jeswunt Row Holkar, a prince, unres
trained ^y any common obligations, and to whose 
' 10 cnee and rapacity the prosperity of Kotah offered a 
tmpting point of attack. The mode in which this 
anger was evaded for a course of years, exhibits a 

remarkable illustration of the ability of Zalim Singh.
><' principality lie governed had at one time paid 

o- each of the three great Mahratta families,
n «% the Tuar, and Holkar; but it was the policy of

• eoi*N.
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princes, to give no tribute unless to thuSew^ 
who could enforce the right. The condition of the 
Holkar Government after the death of Ahalya Baee, had
deprived it of the power to enforce its claims; and a 
large arrear was duo. This was demanded by J'eswunt 
Itow, find paid i but farther exactions Were dreaded, To 
evade these, Zalim Singli established the most intim ate 
friendship with Ameer Khan; and when that chief 
selected Sheergurh, one of the forts of the principality 
of Kotah, as a place of security for his family and pro
perty, he gave a complete pledge that his whole influence, 
then great among the plunderers of India, would at all 
times be exerted to save that country from their depre
dations. To this connexion may, in a great degree, be 
attributed the profound tranquillity that State enjoyed 
during the very worst times with which Central India 
has been afflicted.

While Zalim Singh, by that singular union of art, 
pliancy, firmness, and wisdom, which has been described, 
not only continued to preserve himself, but also to in
crease his territories amid the wars and revolutions of 
Central India, his ambition led him to interfere with 
the politics of the Rana of Odeypoor. It is not meant 
to enter on the details of the intrigues and operations 
this interposition occasioned. These, after occupying 
him for thirty-five years, have terminated in a manner 
that has neither added to the advancement of his in
terests, nor Ids reputation. We may believe that the 
motives which originally led Zalim Singh to meddle with 
the affairs of this celebrated but decayed principality, 
we.re worthy of his name; but, disappointed, in the first 
instance, in his higher and juster views by the weak
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character of the Rana, as well as Ly the feuds and vices 
of the nobles, and next, foiled in his intrigues by the 
baser art and greater rapacity of the MalimttttS, lli.s 
measures degenerated into those of a mean and selfish 
policy. Latterly, to accom plish  a m a r r ia g e  between tho 
Bairn aud tho daughter of the Malm Row of Lotah 
(which w as a great honour for the latter), he made a 
show of recompense to this unfortunate State by splendid 
promises of rich presents, and renewed efforts to relieve 
the country from the intolerable miseries still inflicted by 
the Mabratta leaders; but the expectations be excited 
on this occasion were poorly fulfilled; and he brought 
forward accounts and claims against tho Rann, swelled 
by items,* to the amount of twenty-nine lacs of 
rupees, that would have disgraced tho character of the 
most sordid Hindu banker. The liberal policy, however, 
of the British Government, which sought to conciliate 
all parties, prevented the farther discussion of this ques
tion. Several districts^ in Odeypoor, of which Zalim 
Singh had possession, were restored to the Rana; whilst 
the tribute of Shahabad, and some other rights, were 
ceded in perpetuity to Zalim Singh, as a compensation 
for what he had lost by tliis arrangement.

By the treaty concluded at Delhi, Zalim Singh was

* I he Rana, besides being loaded with numerous potty charges for 
clothes and other articles at advanced prices, with high compound 
interest upon bonds granted by ministers whose acts he had disowned,
"as charged nearly nineteen lacs of rupees due for expenditure 
beyond receipts on tho districts of Jobazpoor and Sauganvor, tho 
possessions which Zalim Singh had wrested from him.

t d' hazpoor and Sauganeer.
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___ pted from all farther tribute* to the Mabrafctas;
but he agreed to pay an equal amount to the British 
Government. This was a mode of settlement he had 
long wished for; and thoqgh his wary policy had excited- 
.some doubts of his sincerity! during the contest in 
which the British were engaged sixteen years ago with 
Dowlet Row Sindia and Jeswunt Row Holkar, the result 
proved that he had not acted unwisely: for when he 
perceived that the British Government had at last 
decided on the course it meant to pursue, and had 
resolved to assume that paramount authority among 
the States of India which belonged to the magnitude

■ * The tribute formerly paid to the Mahrattas is now paid to us. 
We account to Sindia for his share ; Holkar's and a smaU tribute to 
the Paishwah we gain, which is all that Kotah pays for our protection. 
That State also engages to furnish troops, at our requisition, according 
to its means.

f  Zalina Singh’s sincerity was doubted by Colonel Monson, who, 
when he reached Kotah in his flight before Holkar. desired more from 
this chief than ho could have been expected to grant. Iiut there are 
two occurrences of that period which should be mentioned, as illus
trative of Zalim Singh’s sense of honour and his habitual caution. 
When Holkar reached Kotah, where ho halted some days, he learnt 
that there were two of Colonel Monson’s gunR in the place, and de
manded them. The Rana. though he paid a considerable contribu
tion without much difficulty, yet resisted the demand for the guns 
with the greatest pertinacity ; nor would he give them up till nolkar 
actually invested the place, and obliged him to comply. He is said to 
have been so much distressed by this occurrence, that he ate no food 
that day. While Holkar remained at Kotah, t-ho Rana refused to 
visit him; but after he had crossed the Ghumbul with his army, a 
meeting of a singular kind was agreed on : Holkar iu one boat with 
a few armed men. and the Rana in another with an equal number, 
pushed off at the same moment from the opposite banks ; they met in 
the middle of the stream, and after a conference of a few minutes, 
returned.
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of its power, Zalim Singh did not then hesitate regard
ing the part lie was to act. He at once rejected all 
his former connexions, and attached himself exclusively 
to' that State, to which, as an instrument for the res
toration of peace and good order, he became the most 
important ally. The promptitude and energy with 
which he entered into the war against the Pindarries 
and Holkar, were early rewarded by the cession ot four 
fine districts,* valued at four lacs of rupees, and ren
dered more desirable to him from their contiguity to his 
territories. Zalim Singh has lost no subsequent oppor
tunity of evincing the sincerity of his friendship to the 
British Government. In every effort to establish order in 
countries adjoining the territories of Kotah, great bene
fit has always been derived from his aid. In the settle 
ment of Sondwarra, one of the most turbulent districts 
in Malwa, his troops, which co-operated with those of 
the British, acted with a forwardness that proved at 
once the disposition of their prince, and their own gal
lantry. The storming of Narella was an achievement 
■which reflected the highest credit upon their zeal and 
efficiency.

The death of Omeid Singh, the Maha Row oi Kotah, 
which occurred a short time ago, has been seriously felt 
hy Zalim Singh ; and;it was certainly, next to the death 
of the latter, the event m ut likely to disturb tlie tran
quillity of that State. "Vhp late Maha Row and the Raj 
kata had for nearly half a century maintained their 
mutual relations with the most perfect concord. The 
former, devoted to his religious duties, appears neither 
to have had the desire nor the ability to manage the

* Gungraur, Dug, Putcbpakar, and Gurrote.
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anairs of his principality; and while he devolved every 
thing upon his uncle, the Raj Rana, the lattei, pleased 
with the substance of power, studiously gave all its ex
terior to his nominal prince, whom he treated on every 
occasion with habitual regard and respect. A natural 
desire, however, to perpetuate the influence of his family, 
made Zalim Singh stipulate, when he formed an alli
ance with the British Government, that it should main
tain his descendants as ministers, or, in other words, as 
Regents of Kotah. This engagement, from the actual 
condition of the parties, has already produced great 
embarrassment; which may be expected to increase on 
the death of Zalim Singh, already above eighty years 
of age, blind and paralytic, and to all appearance on the 
very verge of dissolution. A few months will probably 
terminate his long, laborious, and eventful life. This 

. incident, whenever it does occur, will be a serious mis
fortune to his country and to Central India; for his 
influence and example confer benefit beyond the limits 
of his own possessions. The character of Zalim Singh 
has been already given, and events have been narrated 
which shew that it is not without very serious defects: 
to these must be added, the weakness of superstition, 
and a firm belief in witchcraft. But though we may be 
disgusted with his avarice, and contemn the art and 
worldly policy he has on many occasions displayed, it 
will be difficult to find an example of a prince similarly 
situated, who has preserved and increased his territories, 
while he promoted the peace and happiness of his sub
jects, at so few sacrifices of reputation. If his mind 
has bad recourse to art, it was to escape from evils 
which be could by no other means avert: if he has been
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X%»#qggr for gain, it was less with a desire of hoarding, 
than to possess himself of powerful means of defence 
against the dangers with which he was surrounded.
His wealth enabled him to meet demands he could not 
evade, to purchase assistance when urgently required, 
and to maintain a force that made him always in some 
degree feared and respected. His avowed object was to 
avoid war; though he was above seeking exemption 
from that evil by a sacrifice of his pledged faith. When 
Jeswunt Row Holkar was in distress after his defeat by 
Sindia at Indore, his agent and a banker, who had gone 
to Kotah to realize the tribute due by that State, were 
peremptorily demanded to be delivered up by Balaram 
Inglia, one of Dowlet Row Sindia’s generals, who was at 
the head of a large force in the vicinity of the city. The 
demand was firmly resisted ; nor did the preparations for 
an assault on the town alarm Zalim Singh into any 
compromise of his character; and the affair terminated 
hi the advancement of his fame, and the increased 
reliance of all ranks upon his protection.

It lias been already mentioned that Zalim Singh 
rented a number of districts from other States, which 
were a source both of profit and influence. His manner 
°f managing his territories is singular, and partakes of 
the energy that belongs to his whole character. He 
seldom rents any large districts to one person, but 
places them under the administration of well-qualified 
officers, who have regular pay, and who, dividing the 
whole into small portions, either rent, or give them in 
management, or settle some other way with the villa
gers, or Ryots, as suits the usages of the inhabitants, 
or convenience of the period.
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The peasantry are treated by Zalim Singh witn 

justice, not tempered, however, by kindness or indul
gence. Throughout his country a strictness, if not a 
spirit of severity, mixes with his management; and he 
has endeavoured, with success, to establish a very 
complete command over his ryots, by possessing himself 
of a number of moveable ploughs and labourers, who, 
on any symptoms of local insubordination, or refusal to 
accede to his terms, are sent in detachments to cultivate 
the fields of the disaffected. In any other times than 
those of the last thirty years, this rigid system would 
not have succeeded; but the territories of Kotah have 
always afforded a security to life and property, which 
has made crowds of fugitives resort to them, and not 
only enabled him to bring large tracts into cultivation, 
but to build some new towns, and improve others in an 
extraordinary degree: above all, Jalra Patun* has been 
the favourite object of his care. This child of his 
creation, for such it may be termed, whether we refer 
to the regularity of the plan, the spaciousness of the 
principal streets, the excellent construction of some of 
the houses, the beauty of the buildings, or the wealth 
of the inhabitants, already vies with the proudest 
cities of India, and will long remain a monument of the 
taste as weil as liberal munificence of Zalim Singh.

It is not necessary, after the details given of the 
princes of Ragoogurh and Kotah, to enter minutely into 
the history of any other chiefs of the same class; a 
very cursory mention will suffice.

* Ja lra  1'alun is upon the Ciumdrabhaga river.
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The Rajpoot prince of Doongurhpoor* claims to be a 
senior branch of the reigning family of Odeypoor; and 
this right is tacitly admitted by the highest seat being 
always left vacant when the prince of the latter country 
dines. No race of men are more particular in giving 
and demanding those distinctions which relate to birth, 
than the Rajpoots ; nor are the rights of the individual 
at all affected either by his being in a reduced condi
tion, or the adopted child of the family whose inherit
ance he claims. The allegiance to persons who have no 
t itle to it from blood, leads to a conclusion, that this, 
like every part of the Hindu system, was constructed 

ith the view of giving permanence to that separation 
ol classes by which it is distinguished. Dynasties could 
have been perpetuated by no means except by a lati
tude in the law of adoption, which renders it almost 
impossible a family should ever be extinct from want 
of a representative.

The princes of Doongurhpoor have among their mili
tary adherents a few Thakoors, or lords, and some 
Rajpoots of their own tribe ; but the majority of their 
subjects are Bheels; and there can be no doubt they 
conquered the greater portion of their principality from 
that race. The ancestors of the present family became, 
at an early period, dependent on the Emperors of Delhi, 
and remained so until the Mahrattas invaded Central 
ndia, when they were compelled to pay tribute to the 

/ llcfs °* l1ia't nation. When Malwa ami the neighbour- 
lnd pi ovinces fell into their late state of anarchy, the

^  Dwiigiithpoct is the principal town in the small province of 
ol *0110 *'ac'1 which lies between Guzerat and the country
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prince of Doongurhpoor, with a view of saving his 
country from being plundered, entertained bands of 
Arabs and Sindies, who soon, however, despising his 
authority, laid waste the country they were hired to 
protect. From these insolent arid insubordinate soldiers, 
the principality of Doongurhpoor was relieved by the 
British Government, under whose protection it is fast 
recovering from the misery and desolation to which it 
had been reduced.

The history of Banswarra, which is also in the pro
vince of Bagur, is nearly the same as that of Doongurh
poor. Its princes are descended from a younger brother 
of that family, and their adherents and subjects are 
composed of the same classes. Like Doongurhpoor, it 
has also been rescued from a condition of extreme 
misery, and has become a dependency of the English 
Government, to which both States pay a small tribute.

The Raja of Pertaubgurh is descended from a junior 
branch of the family of Odeypoor. His principality 
occupies nearly the whole of the small province, or 
rather district, of Kantul. The ancestors of the reign
ing prince were officers of the Delhi emperors; and one 
of them, Salim Singh, was a favourite with Mahomed 
Shah, who granted him permission to coin money in his 
own name : the revenue of the countries immediately 
West of the river Chumbul is paid in rupees of this 
currency* The present Raja, Sawut Singh, who is the 
son of Salim Singh, was tributary to Holkar, but is now 
a dependent on the British Government.

The Rajas of Jabooah and Rutlam have been already

* Called Selim Shaee.

' Gob<*\
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The descendant of Kishen Doss still rules over 

'-^SiCiormer principality, and is tributary to the Holkar 
State: liis country is chiefly inhabited by Bheels, but 
they are of the cultivating class, and the town and terri
tories of Jabooah, though they have suffered much, are 
rapidly improving.

1  urbut Singh, of Uutlam (who is a tributary to Dowlet 
Row Sindia), is a weak, incompetent prince; but, from 
being at the head of a large and powerful family, 1ms 
gieat influence, and can upon emergency call a numerous 
band of his kindred and clansmen into the field. This 
he evinced, when threatened, a few years ago, with an 
attack by Bappoo Sindia, to whom his tribute had been 
assigned. The Mahratta chief no sooner marched to
il aids Tiutlam, accompanied by a small army, and with 
the avowed intention of using force to realise his claims, 
than a summons was sent by Purbut Singh to all his 
relations and adherents, who, though most of them were 
subjects of other States, deeming the duty of rallying 
lound their chief paramount to every call, hastened to 
his relief. In three or four days a body of twelve bun
dled Rajpoots (almost all mounted) was collected, and 
hostilities would have ensued but for the interference of 
the British Government, which guaranteed an engagement 
foi the future regular payment of the tribute due by 
this Raja to Sindia, on condition that the peace of the 
country should not be again disturbed, or its prosperity 
checked, by the visitation of Mahratta troops. The 
jcm its of this guarantee were afterwards extended to a 
number of petty chiefs, similarly situated in condition 
Uf V ' I "11011 their holds Paramount with the Raja 
° Kutl,m U is to be remarked, that chiefs of the class
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mentioned, have never drawn any subsistence from 
~ ̂ plunder, and stand quite distinct from those leaders who 

are described under the general term of Grassiahs,* a 
name not limited to the Maiwa province, but known in 
several others, particularly Guzerat, where it denotes, as 
in Central India, chiefs who, driven from their posses
sions by invaders, have established and maintained a 
claim to a share of the revenue, upon the ground of their 
power to disturb or prevent its collection.

The character of the Tankah, or forced tribute of the 
Grassiah chiefs, merits a few words. The greater part of 
Central India, since the invasion and conquest of the 
first Bajerow (and probably long before), has been held 
on loose and intermixed tenures. The establishment of 
the usual predatory claimsf of the Mahrattas preceded 
their usurpation of the sovereignty of tin's country; and 
to secure the success of the latter measure, the con
querors were obliged to compromise, and, in fact, share 
the revenue.-; with many of the native chiefs of the mili
tary class, who, taking refuge in the woods and moun
tains, gratified their resentment by destroying possessions 
they could no longer enjoy. These excesses produced a 
compact either between the Government and the exclud
ed chiefs, or between the latter and the heads of dis
tricts and villages; a settled sum was agreed to be paid, 
as a- Tankah, or contribution, on the condition of the 
inhabitants being exempt from plunder, and, indeed, an 
implied one of protection. This usage has existed ever

* Thft word Grassiah is derived from Grass, a Sanscrit word which 
signifies a mouthful; and bus been metaphorically applied to desig
nate the small share of the produce of a country which these plun
derers claim. f  Chout, Daismookh, &c.
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constant variation as to particular parts of the country, 
but with little as to the general principles on which it 
was levied. The payment of forced tribute, which ori
ginated in necessity, was only continued from the same 
cause. It followed, therefore, that the chief who suc
ceeded to the power of distressing and plundering the 
country, was usually recognized as possessing the claim 
to this contribution.

 ̂ Large towns seldom paid forced contribution to the 
Giassiahs; which was principally collected from villages.
0 t th°se> and the amount paid by each when the Tankah 
was fixed, a list was kept by the officers of Government, 
and it was admitted as a charge in the revenue accounts.
I bis exaction, on its first establishment, was compara- 
tixely moderate, seldom exceeding twenty rupees an
nually , and sometimes as low as two rupees upon a 
village; but, as the country became desolate, the burden 
vas not diminished, the freebooters compelling the 
inhabitants who remained to pay for those in their vici
nity who had deserted.

On any delay or refusal of the tribute, the Grassiah 
cue diove away the cattle, or seized some of the 
m i a >ir ants, often women and children, who were rigidly 
confined till payment was made. Murders, or even the 
in action of wounds, were rare; but when the troops of

e> Late interfered, a regular petty warfare ensued, in 
W UC 1 1 Grassiah chief was compelled to fly, he soon 
i ..turned and repeated his excesses till his demands were 
complied with.

The Grassiah chiefs are all Rajpoots. They are very 
numerous in Central India; and from being of the same
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from intermarriages, and from motives of comnM 

interest, they were so leagued together, that it would 
have been difficult, had it been desirable, to destroy 
them; but the object was. to connect their interest with 
that peace and good order which they had so long violat
ed. This has been effected. Instead of money pay
ments, a commutation has in many cases been given in 
land, that these plunderers might become industrious; 
and 'where this arrangement has not been made, the 
amount fixed in lieu of their claims is paid by the 
Government officers, and they are no longer permitted to 
employ their adherents in collecting it—a practice which, 
-while" it was oppressive to the inhabitants, afforded 
them the means of disturbing the tranquillity of the

Several of the Grassiah chiefs had settled in Sond- 
warra; but this large district, which stretches from 
Gungraur to Oojein North and South, and irom Aggur 
to the Chuinbul East and West, received its name irom 
a class of more ancient and more desperate plunderers, 
called Sendees. They are often called Rajpoots, but are 
a mixture of all classes, or rather descendants of a mixed 
race. In their origin they were probably outcasts; and 
their fabulous history (for they consider then.,selves as a 
distinct people) traces them from a prince, who, m con
sequence of being born with the face of a tiger, was 
expelled to the forests, where he seized upon women of 
all tribes, and became the progenitor of the Sendees, or, 
as the term implies, “mixed race,” some of whose leaders 
soon after settled in Malwa, where they have ever .once 
maintained themselves as petty Zemindars, or land
holders, as well as plunderers.



- tlie Sondees have a claim to antiquity, there can 
e no doubt i b|d we have no record of their ever having 
cen more than petty robbers, till the accident of their 

ands being divided among four or five local authorities, 
a ways at variance and often at war with each other, 
combined with the anarchy of Central India during 
t u last, thirty years, raised them into importance as 
successful freebooters. Though often opposed to the 
. iasfdahs who are settled in the same tract, a congenial
ly  of pursuit has led to their being much associated 
" itli the latter, and particularly since the insanity of 
' eswunt Row Holkar. From that date neither life nor 
pioporty was secure within the range of the lawless 
lands of Sondwarra, most of whom, from breeding their 

oau horses, were well mounted. At the peace of Mun- 
1 lssor’ Rie Sondees were estimated in number at twelve 
lum]led and forty-nine horse, and nine thousand two 

Hundred and fifty foot, all subsisting by plunder; for 
„ie Possesaions they claimed as their own were in a state 

•y complete desolation. The reduction of this formi
dable body of robbers appeared essential to the re-estab- 

s unen  ̂°f tranquillity; and two strong British detach- 
ments (one of which had a battering-train), a few of 

° -"ais horse, and a very efficient amd well-equipped 
JO< ” Rotah troops under a distinguished leader,* 

Proceeded on this service. The Grassiah and Sendee 
° ie s were required to give up their forts, and to sur- 
( m tbe>r horses to be sold for the benefit of their 
yyycts, an<l co induce them to accept these conditions

he had'^T ̂  ^^an' -̂his able soldier is recently dead, but not before 
bc'loiio- °S llbllslled complete security in that part of Soadwaru which 

8:8 to the principality of Kotah.
c c
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every attention was promised to tlieir rights as land- 
holders, and lands were offered at their native villages, 
to such as had none, on very indulgent terms.* The 
impression of the power of the English Government, the 
complete union and cordial co-operation of all the .Native 
States who had possessions in Sondwarra, combined with 
the active and spirited conduct of the troops employed, 
pai'tieularly those of Raj Rana Zalim Singh, soon made.' 
the Sondees lose ah hopes of successful resistance. Some 
of their forts were taken by storm, others were aban
doned, several of the strongest were razed to the ground, 
and the dispirited plunderers, assailed at every quarter, 
and with all their wonted places of refuge barred against 
them, had no alternative but to deliver up their horses, 
and to make, while they could, favourable settlements 
as cultivators. These they not only obtained, but such 
of their claims for forced contribution, as had been long 
recognized and established, were admitted.

The Sondees, since they consented to live as peaceable 
inhabitants, have been treated with kindness and in* 
diligence; but, from a consideration of their character, 
it has been thought prudent to keep for some time a 
force in their country, to prevent the revival of those 
habits which have so long rendered them the bane and 
terror of Central India. Complete success has hitherto 
attended these efforts; and Sondwarra is fast rising into

* In the arrangements I made for reducing theso freebooters to 
order, or ratJaer intimidating thorn into submission, I took cure the 
force should be so much above the service as to preclude every hope 
of successful opposition. This, in aU such warfare, is a most import
ant point, and one to which our singular condition iu India requires 
the greatest attention.
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x^ n ftfcgstate of prosperity to which it is entitled from the 
fertility of its soil.

Another large division of the province of Malwa, 
which lies almost directly East of Sondwarra, received 
its name, like that district, from a race of plunderers, 
w'ho, emigrating some centuries ago from Odeypoor, rose, 
during the decline of the Moghul empire, into conse
quence, and who under the direction of two brothers,
Mohun Singh, and Purseram, possessed themselves of 
fifteen hundred small towns and villages. The name of 
this Rajpoot tribe is Omut; and the country they seized 
has been called after them, Omutwarra. It was, with the 
reservation of five districts to mark the superiority of 
the elder brother, divided equally between Mohun Singh 
and Purseram, the former taking the title oi Rawul, or 
chief, and the latter of Dewan, or minister;—but they 
exercised distinct authority over their respective sec- 
fhjus; for Omutwarra was not divided by distinct limits 
"f territory, but by the system of intermixed rule* over 
the same village, so among the Malirattas, which was es
tablished by the two Rajpoot chiefs throughout their 
possessions. The successors of the Rawul, who fixed their 
residence at Rajgurli, became tributary to Stadia; while 
ihoso of the Dewan, now established at Nursingurh,+' 
ranked themselves among the dependents of the Holuar 
family. The establishment of power in the hands of two 
powerful chiefs made Omutwarra become a complete con-

Ihe countries over which this divided rule is established arc 
called Duamilcc, or two Governments.

t I’uttun. near Rajgnrh, was the capital fixed npon by Pttrscram ;
1 1 t Dewan Atchee Siugh, the ablest of his successors, built the fort of 
Nursingurb.
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' trast to Sondwarra. I t  was, before the time of Jeswunt 
Row Holkar, a well-governed fertile tract, and yielded a 
considerable revenue; but within the last twenty years it 
has suffered much, being, from its situation, more exposed 
than almost any other part of Malwa to the depredations 
of the plunderers by whom that province has been so 
long overrun. I t  is, however, now rapidly recovering, 
and will, no doubt, early attain its former prosperity.

The rugged tract which lies between the Nerbudda 
and the Vindhya range has often been mentioned. The 
banks of that river, from Hindia to opposite Baglee, have 
been seized by some Goad chiefs, the principal of whom 
are Kooshal Singh* of Eirwass, and Anoop Smgh, of 
Singurh. These and their adherents, after some warfare, 
have all been settled, through the liberality, or by tlie 
mediation, of the British Government. In the same des
cription of country which stretches from below Baglee to 
Ongkar Mundatta, the banks of the Nerbudda were in
fested by bands of robbers, of whom the principal was the 
Jiheelalah family of Sillanah, whose chiefs, particularly 
Rutten Singh and Mundroop Singh, of Buckutgurh, had 
extended their ravages aw far North asOojein and Indore, 
and as far South as the vicinity of Asseergurh and Boor- 
hanpoor. They have, like others, submitted to the 
British Government, which lias adjusted their claims to 
Tankah, or contribution, from the Governments of Sindia 
and Holkar.

The chiefs on the Nerbudda are generally called Mow- 
assee, which refers to the place they have chosen for their 
residence Mowass signifying, in the colloquial dialect ot 
the country, a stronghold dr fastness. ________ ____ _

* .This chief is lately dead.
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