LABOUR LEADER

% bedkat agree:d that the people were bemg molested by
dangerous characters and consequently the danger to their lives
was a real one. He told the House that he had lived for over
twenty-two. years in the underworld of Bombay and knew more
than anybody in the House or even more than the Police Com-
missioner, how the poor people were molested by what were
called the Mavalis and Dadas, and how utterly impossible it was
for those victims to obtain any redress because they themselves,
for fear of further molestation, would not go to a court of law
and seek to get them convicted. ‘

Referring to the history of communal riots, he said that all
agreed that those annual bloodbaths must be stopped effectively,
but at the same time, there should be some safeguards laid down
in order to see that arbitrary power should not be misused by
the Commissioner of Police. He, therefore, told the House that

there should be no lacuna or loophole left for the executive to

use the provnsmns of the section for any other purpose than i
those for which it was intended.

The Bill provided some interesting moments for the
House. Jamnadas Mehta, who opposed the first reading of the ¢
Bill, said that even the gangster should be given the right of
def&nding himself. Upon this Ambedkar asked him whether
it was an ideal. Jamnadas remarked that even in the U.S.A.
they had not thought it fit to curtail the liberty of the subject
like this, A few minutes later Ambedkar said: “I am myself ‘
more anxious than Jamnadas Mehta is that this measure should
not be extended to labour disputes.”

Jamnavas MeuTa: As anxious, not more.

Ampepkar: If you will ,allow me to say, 1 am more

anxious.
 Ambedkar then asked the Home Member to define the

word ‘ community ' in the Bill.

Early in May 1938, Ambedkar visited Nagpur to conduct
a case concerning the affairs of the head of the Satnamis. At
the Nagpur station he was accorded a grand reception. After
the court business was over, at night people thronged to hear
him in spite of a storm, rain and lightning. Next morning he
addressed a students’ meeting, visited Kamtee where he made
a speech and returned to Bombay.
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e kar still contmued as the Prmcxpal of the Governm

il 16 7 College, Bombay. He remgne:d in May and, in the Word:a
| of the College Magazine, the college ** undoubtedly lost in him
a Principal who was greatly respected by the students for his
. learning and ability. His lectures were always known to be
prepared with great industry and care and were listened to with
rapt attention.” The Magazine mentioned gratefully the en-
_ richment of the Library during his tenure and said he had
' radical views on legal cducatlon
)
' Immediately on May 183, he left for the tour of the Konkan
| District. He went to Kankavli via Kolhapur, He pwsxded
. over a Conference of the Depressed Classes at Kankavli in a
| pandal named Ambedkar Nagar. Mr. A. V. Chitre, the driving
force behind the agrarian movement in the Konkan, was pre:
sent. Kowly, Pradhan and Tipnis were also present at the Con-
ference. The little town first saw in its life the use of a loud-
speaker at this Conference. Ambedkar in his exhortations to
‘the Conference said that out of two million Mahars in Maha-
rashtra a few should struggle endles‘;ly to win their rights and
a hvmg of self-respect for their community. They should give
_up the nasty habit of begging and of living on the Ieavings
ey sucllifwatch the work of their representatives in the
Assembly. He declared that he was determined to end their
serfdom by abolishing the Khoti system and if the Bill which
he bad introduced failed, they should be prep.;red to launch
passive resistance.

The next day Ambedkar visited Devrukh and Aravali,
making brief halts and short speeches before the crowds of
Depressed Classes and reached Chiplun at night on May 16.
Next morning he went to Guhagar, addressed a meeting and
returned to Chiplun to address another meeting. He told his

- audience that Gandhiji’s so-called mesmerism could not cz{pture
him. Nehru and Subhas yielded to Gandhi, but he wounld never
do so, and if he ever entered the Congress he would shine out
there by dint of his merits, he added. He further said that the
Congress Party was postponing for the last ten months the Khoti
Abolition Bill introduced by him; and if it failed -for want of
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bet, they should start a no-tax campaign and he would]
gt man to court jail on that issue. He told the farmg

othat
formed 80 per cent of the population, occupying the Gadi of
the Premier of the Province. | s

 After addressing meetings at Khed and Dapoli, he reached
Mahad the battlefield where he gave the first battle to the
orthodox Hindus and the reactionary forces in the Konkan.

He made a thrilling speech at Mahad before a vast audience

expressing disappointment at the policy of the existing Govern-
ment. He returned to Bombay on May 21, after touring about
a thousand miles. The continuous strain of speeches affected
his voice, and at the last meeting he could not utter even a
single word. ‘ .

On his arrival in Bombay, in the course of an interview,

Ambedkar expressed great satisfaction at the growing support ‘

of the people to his Party and their grateful appreciation of his

efforts towards abolishing their serfdom. He said in its own i
way his LL.P. was striving to redeem its election pledges, but i
the Congress Ministry refused to give relief through constitu- :
tional methods, and if people’s faith in it was thus lost, the

altetnative was obvious. He, however, was surprised at the
attitude of the Socialists, who, he said, were all those years
shouting for the confiscation of all Zamindari lands and the
abolition of the capitalist system, but were now inactive when

a concrete Bill was brought forward to put an end to the Khoti

system. : ‘

By now a crisis had brewed in the working of the Congress
Ministry in C.P. The Congress bosses dethroned Dr, Khare,
the Premier, for his revolting spirit. He then explained to the
people his position at several places in regard to democracy.

One such meeting was held at the R. M. Bhat High School,
Bombay, in the first week of August 1938. Three things drew
a huge crowd. One was the Mahatma’s denial of his having

himself corrected the draft of Dr. Khare's resignation; the.

second was the exposure of that false denial by Dr. Khare ; and
the third was the Mahatma's opposition to Khare’s taking up
in his new Ministry a Harijan Member. These points gave a
deep colour to the background of the whole tragedy. At that
meeting Dr. Moonje, Mr. Jamnadas Mehta and Dr, Ambedkar

made speeches upholding Dr. Khare's viewpoint that being the

e wanted to see a man from amongst the peasants, who
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f the House, Dr.. Khare waa juquﬂed in formmg a
‘ of hxs choice. Dr Khare was @ Membcr ot‘ the W ‘

M made a tour of ICP. a}ong* thh Dr. Kh "e to giva an Tmpetus
' to the uplift of the Harijans, And yet Garidhnp’“ would not
/ allow Dr. Khare to include a Harijan Member in his Ministry!
 During those days if somebody pmtsed Gandht]x as a holy
man, Ambedkar replied that Gandhiji was owly and described
“,hxs conduct at the R.T.C. as an act of treachery! In an inter-
view for a Marathl Weekly he said that if a man with God’s
. name on his tongue and a sword under his armpit deserved the
appellation of a Mahatma, then Mohandas K. Gandhi was a
Mahatma!' No other leader in Indian politics had a rougher
tongue! No revolutionary speaks a soft lang‘tm«ve and marches
‘without raising dust and smoke.

In the last week of October Ambedkar vxsxted Bavla, a
~ little town thirty miles from Ahmedabad where he was presented
' with an address in the Depressed Class locality. Moved at the
sitiable sight of their faces, he asked them to take heart and
‘develop confidence in themselves as their brethren in Maha-
‘rashtra had done. On his return he addressed a meeting at the.
Premabhai Hall, in Ahmedabad. He admitted that he was

opposed to Gandhiji in politics, It was bccause he had no faith
| in Gandhiji and he did not believe that he would do good to
~ the Depressed Classes. He said if Gandhiji was sincere why
. should he not ask the Premiers of BOﬂlbd’Y and C.P. to include
. representatives of the Depressed Classes in their ministries? He
. maintained that the Congress Government of Bombay was not
reducing the land revenue, nor was it prepared to tax the rich.
The former Government had recommended the grant of waste
lands to the Depressed Classes for cultivation, recruitment of the
Depressed Classes in the police services and a certain percentage
of reservation in Govérnment Departments for the Depressed
Classes. But the Congress Government did not care for them.
On the last day of the month he visited Nipani to preside over
a Conference convened by the Belgaum District LL.P. On his
arrival at Nipani, a mammoth crowd gave hlm a thunderous
applause and he was taken out in a mile-long procesmon where-
_in he was made to sit in a chariot drawn by fifty bullocks.

1 N. C. Kelkar, Autobiography (Marathi), p. 734
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Meanwhile, the Ciiidatation. GF e Indusmal Disputes
Bill was taken up in September 1938 by the Bombay Legislative
Assembly. Ambedkar and Jamnadas Mehta opposed the Bill
tooth and nail. Ambedkar described the Bill as bad, bloody
and bloodthxr&ty inasmuch as it made a strike under certain
circumstances ﬂleg;al and affected the right of the labourer to
strike. Moreover it did not ask the employer to disclose his
budget ‘and sought to use police force against the workers.
Ambedkar stated that according to him strike was a civil
wrong and not a crime, and making a man serve against his
will was nothing less than making him a slave. To penalise
him was to make a worker slave and as defined, he proceeded,
in the constitution of the United States, slavery was nothing

less than involuntary servitude. He then observed that a strike

was nothing else than the right to freedom of one's seryvices on

any terms that one wanted to obtain. If the Congressmenj

accepted that the right to freedom was a divine right, then, h
contended that the right to strike was a divine right.

The Bill, he continued, ought to have been called ‘the

Workers' Civil Liberties Suspension Act’. Being retrograde

and reactionary, it restricted the right of the labourer to strike

and made strike illegal and impossible; and, therefore, its
author, he said, was a far greater Tory than the author of the
Trade Disputes Act of 1929, The last hit led to a wordy war-
fare between Munshi and Ambedkar and the last reply in the
series was as follows:

Munstn:  That would have been slavery for the wage
earner.

AmBEDKAR: You have enough, and you should not have
been abashed for going a step further in the Bill
(interruption).

THE SpEARER: “ Order, Order.”

Ambedkar then teased the Government by saying that it
was a Government which claimed to be elected on labour votes
but it did not stand by its election pledges. It was a demo-
cracy, he added, that was enslaving the working class and there-
fore it was a mockery of democracy. Ambedkar and Jamnadas,
the two labour leaders, with their great power of debate and

superior intellect so much belaboured and hammered the Bill
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the T reasury benches were pushcd in

v ultimately did. ‘
| That indifferent attitude created a blg txde of opposmon
outside the Legislative Assembly in ‘the mdustrial ‘towns and
cities which voiced disapproval of the Bill. A oneday strike
was declared by the LL.P. and the B.P.T.U. q for Monday, 7th
' November 1938. A whirlwind propaganda was carried on in
the city of Bombay preparatory to the strike on the one hand '
and for the prevention of the strike on the other hand.

Sixty different unions sent out their calls to workers. A
meeting of the Council of Action of the T.U.C. was held under
the Chairmanship of Jamnadas Mehta on November 6, at 8
. a.m. to give final touches to their programme for November 7.
| Ambedkar, Parulekar, Mirajkar, Dange, Nimbkar and others
. were present. The Council planned a procession and decided
to launch peaceful picketing in front of all mills and factories,
. and sent forth an appeal to workers in industrial towns to ex-
 press their indignation at the Bill. ‘

Ambedkar summoned his party M.L.As to a meeting of the
. Council of Action of his Party, and chalked out an elaborate
_ programme _for making the strike a success. Jamnadas Mehta,
| too, was present at this meeting. The Party men were assigned
~ special localities to work and to enthuse the workers. The Con-
. gress Socialists, whom M. N. Roy then described as inverted
Gandhites, refused their support as they thought that Ambed-
kar was using the strike to strengthen his Party. Mr. 8. K.
' Patil, the steam-roller of the Congress, arranged for amti-strike
meetings and addressed one himself at Cotton Green.

The Government of Bombay summoned about 300 armed
Reserve Police with twelve officers from the bordering districts
of Bombay and placed them at strategic points near the mill
gates in the city. The mainspring of action was the LL.P.,
which had distributed among the workers thousands of hand-
bills through its volunteers. Thus the two sides stood for
action.

A labour rally was held at Kamga: Maidan on the evening
of November 6, and was attended, in the words of the Longress
papers, by no less than 80,000 labourers. Jamnadas Mehta pre-

~ sided over the meeting. - Jamnadas made a scathing attack on
_ the Congress Ministry, and other labour leaders made vigorous

] + o
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o ,' Dange lash d.
g rxdiculaus psychology iof ite Congress leadcrs Ambedkar
condemned the Congress Ministry on different counts, and said
it was the duty of the workers to make the strike a success.

The rally over, a huge procession started from the Kamgar
Maidan and wending its course through Parel, Lalbaug and
DeLisle Road, it ended in the Jambori Maidan at Worli.

At night a chief supervising committee was formed with
Jamnadas as its Chairman and Ambedkar, Dange, Nimbkar,
Mirajkar and Pradhan as its Members. Out of twenty- -five
hundred volunteers engaged in this propaganda 90 per cent
belonged to Ambedkar’s Party.

Morning came. Police officials took their posts in the

various nerve-céntres of strike at 5-30 am. The Home Minister, o

Munshi, had apprehended the seriousness of the situation and
instructed the Police Commissioner to leave no loopholes in the
arrangement for prevention of any breach of peace. The strike

commenced in an atmosphere which was quite peaceful. A
spectacular feature of the propaganda was the tour in the mill

areas by the two great labour leaders, Ambedkar and Jamnadas

Mehta, sitting side by side, in a lorry decorated with red flags
and carrying a loud-speaker equipment by means of which they
exhorted the workers, who lined the streets to make the strike
programme a success. Almost all the textile mills as also the
Municipal workshops closed down. A few mills worked
spartially. .

It was the first successful strike launched against a popular
Government by labour leaders in the teeth of opposition from
the interested parties. Manned and maintained by men of Con-
gress persuasion and capitalists, most of the newspapers sided
with the Government, and the Anglo-Indian newspapers, which
wanted the Congress to remain in office, were hostile to the
move for the strike. They all published fabricated reports with
a view to minimising ‘the importance of the strike and Ambed-
kar's growing influence upon the working classes.

" DeLisle Road, the nerve-centre of the mill area, was the
stormi-centre. As the result of stone-throwing there, some people
were injured. One police officer and some constables were in-
jured and the police opened fire to disperse the crowd, when
two persons were wounded There was an unpleasant incident



by a m"m, whq smashed me wmdow screen and  the
wlass’to pieces. Sardar Patel, Mr. Mathuradas Trikamji and
0 Mr. Bhavanji Khimji, who were in the car of the Minister, were
. not hurt. In all seventy-iwo persons. were mjured eleven
/ “‘,j“se’verely wounded, and thu‘ty-ﬁve were arrested during the day.
The demonstration was in full swing all throughout the day.
it In response to the labour leaders' call there was also a
partml strike on that day in other dlsmcts ‘where industrial
| | concerns flourished. In those parts, too, processmns were taken
. out, and pickets were active at many places in cities like Ahmed-
abad, Amalner, Jalgaon, Chalisgaon, Poona and Dhulia.
. Asa finale to the one-day strike, a gigantic rally of workers
was held at Kamgar Maidan, Bombay, under the presidentship
of jamnadas Mehta in the evening, at which Ranadive, Pradhan,
' Nimkar, Dange and Mirajkar, the cream of Communist
leaders, opened their batteries of attack on the Government for
the Black Bill. An effigy of the Bill, and it is said of the Home
Minister also, were set on fire at the end of the meeting.
Ambedkar made a very fiery speech. At the outset he congratu-
\lated the workers upon their having staged a successful strike
 and denounced the evening papers, which had depicted the strike
" as a failure, as the hirelings of the Government and Millowners,
He said that the strike was a grand success, but he told them
. that their duty did not end by snrnply attending meetings, cry-
_ ing themselves hoarse and expressing their opposition to the
- Bill. He stressed the need for capturing political power by
electing their own representatives. Concluding, Ambedkar
said that he would join the Congress if it really star ted a genuine
| fight against British Imperialism.
| Sardar Patel issued a statement saying that the labour
~ leaders had used coercive methods. In reply to this, Ambedkar
_§pid that Sardar Patel's statement was from beginning to end a
‘e of untruths. , ‘
W\ Two things emerged from this strike. It was proved on all
counts that Ambedkar could dominate the labour field. His
organisation played a very important role and proved supreme,
His reputation as a labour leader was established and it pre-
pared a background for his future relationship with the all-
India Labour Problems. Ambedkar and the Communists made a
united front on the issue of Labour welfare. Ambedkar, how-
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So ‘ great was thls event that 5wamx Sahajanand the
Peasanr leader fmm o P, saw Ambedkar at his residence in
Bombay on December 25 1988, and had a talk with him about =
the Iabcur problem in Bombay and the agrarlan reforms in o
general. He tried to persuade Ambedkar to join the Congress
to form a united front against unperxahsm Ambedkar. rephed
that he would be glad to liquidate the LL.P. and join the
Congress Party if the Congress decided to fight 1mperm11 i
But he said that the Congress was using the constitution:
machmery to advance the interests of the capitalists and other
vested mterests by sacrificing the interests of peasams and
WOrkers. and so he could not join such an organisation.!
In the last week of December 1938, Ambedkar presxded
over the Aurangabad District Depressed Classes Conference at
Aurangabad It was the first Conference of the Untouchables
_in the State. The chairman of the reception committee gave
a graphxc clescrzptmn of how the people were persecuted and
converted to Islam by force and how the Brahmins with the
help of the Muslims flouted then‘ attempts to take water from
the pubhc tanks and to enter temples In his message to the
Hyderabad Depressed Classes Ambedkar stressed the importance
of the Self-respect Movement.

1 Thc,‘]anata‘ dated 31-12-1938.



CHAPTER XVII

On F ederatmn and Pakr"‘ tan '

On ]anuary 6 1939 Ambedlxar ‘addressed a b maetmg of
agriculturists at Mahad when he impressed upou the audience
. that the Congress Ministry had failed to mitigate their woes.
| He said that Premier Kher was simply a figurehead and described
the other Ministers of the Provincial Government as dogs at
. the door of Sardar Patel. Referring to the boastful statement
of Sardar Patel, which he had made at a reception given to Kher
in Gujarat, to the eﬂect that they welcomed Kher as a devotee
of Gandhiji and not as Premier Kher otherwise they would
" have sent him back unccremomous]y, Ambedkar said that he
‘would wrcak vengeance on Patel for this dire insult inflicted
““"upon a Maharashtrian, If Patel dared insult him in this
~ manner, e added, he would thrash him. This was not a
sohloquy, this was a public speech! It was a natural outburst
. of anger sprung from a strong mind Whl(,h was consistent with
| its contempt for the Congress Leaders’ rude mentahty, and
. determined to show its superiority,

On his return to Bombay, Ambedkar pald a glowmo tribute
| to the quality of service and sense of responsibility of the
. volunteers of the LL.P. at the annual parade held at Parel, on
January 8, 1939. He recalled to them how both Sardar Patel
and Premier Kher had extolled the Dal for its work and

. discipline. |
By now the question of the inauguration of the proposed
Federation had assumed a first class political importance in
‘India. The Viceroy's return from London, after consultations
with the British statesmen, was construed as a step for the early
inauguration of Federation. The British statesmen now
favoured participation of the Indian States in the Federation
without democratization of their States Governments. Briefly
told, the right wing of the Congress was strugglmrr for a majo-
rity in the proposed Federal Assembly through the help of the
 States representatives, and. hence it agitated for installing res-
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has Bose, was agamst the acceptance of Federatmn Mus Eoom
opposed it tooth and nail. The Hindu Mahasabha ‘wanted to
bring it into effect with a view to frustrating the ﬁwpamus
: tendenmes of the Muslims and to unify India. = ‘
 Ambedkar was deadly against the kind of the proposed
tion and he had declared his views once or twice at public
meetings in'hDecemberf 1988. He now decided to raise his voice
~as loudly as posmble against the Federal scheme. Such an
~ opportunity came when he was invited to Poona by the Gokhaie
Education Society’s School of Politics and Economics to deliver
an address. In his two-hour speech on January 29, 1939, he
explained how Federation far from leading the country tq:
Independence would block its way permanently. The reason,
he said, was that the British Indian representatives would be
free men while the States representatives would be bondmen in
the hands of the British bureaucrats, who would dictate to thé
Princes the selection of their representatives. b
The proposed Federation did not forge, contmued he, 2,
common cmzerxshxp as the people in the States remained States
subjects and the Federal Government could not deal with them
directly. Although he was not opposed, he stated, to the Federal
qcheme, he was in [avour of Unitary Government as nationalism
was compatible with the latter form of Government, which was
the need of India. I‘urther, he said that Federation would not‘
help to unite India as it was not open to all States to join it;
nor would it give responsible Government as the powers of the
Federatxon did not extend to Defence and Foreign affairs. It
would help to destroy democracy in British India, he concluded.
In the course of his speech Ambedkar compared the age of
Ranade with the age of Gandhi. The dge of Ranade was honest
and more enlightened. In the age of Ranade the leaders
struggled to modernize India. The leaders took care to be well-
clad. A politician, who was not a student, was treated as am
intolerable muisance, In that age people engaged themselves
in studying and examining the facts of life, and moulded their
lives and character in accordance with the light they found as
a result of their research. 'In the age of Gandhi leaders took
pride in being half-clad and were making India a living speci-
men of antiquity. Learning was not deemed to be a necessary
qualification for a politician, and people ceased to read ‘and
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x? ¢ the facts of life. So his verdict was tha |

3\ was the dark age of India!! ‘ : Ll
“ w2 1n February Ambedkar squately attacked the Budget in the

Bombay Assembly. From the point of revenue he said that the

. budget was reckless and from: the point of expenduure it was
senseless as it included an increase in stamp duty against the
‘declared opposition of the Congress Party to it, increased the
duty on the consumption of electricity and encouraged indirectly
the consumption of kerosene oil whlch was m;urlous to, publlc
health.

Pointing to the other problems on whxch Government
 wasted Rs. 125 lakhs for no other purpose than to wipe out
" a deficit arising from what they called the Prohibition pohcy,

he observed: “ The issue is narrowed down and that issue is

. this, Is drink a problem and if drink is a problem, is it an
. urgent problem? There is no question that drinking is an evil
 and it does have a very bad consequence, but to admit that
| drink is an evil is not to admit that drink is a problem, much
. less is it an admission that it is an urgent problem.” Then he
‘quo:;ed figures with regard to the total excise revenue derived
in various countries such as Great Britain, Australia, Canada,
- Irish Free State, Denmark and Norway, and said that it was
not a problem in the Bombay Province when the total excise
revenue was Rs. 325 lakhs on a total population of 180 lakhs.
He further referred to the United States of America and
quoted the opinions from the Book * Prohibition " by Feldman.
His contention, therefore, was that it was wrong on the part
of the Ministry to say that this was a problem which they ought
 to deal with. “It cannot be a problem,” he proceeded, “in
' our part of the country and for two very good reasons. One
good reason is that all religions in India agree in imposing an
injunction upon the people that drink is a sin. Religion may
have done many mischievous things, but certainly there can
be no doubt that the one good thing that the Indian religions
~have done, Hindu, Mohammedan and the Zoroastrian religions,
_is that they do impose such an injunction, which has been so
directly obeyed by a large part of our people.” The second dis-
tinguishing feature which marked out, he explained, our country
from other countries and which could not create a problem so
far as drink was concerned was that drink traffic was in the

1 Ambedkar, Federation Versus Freedom, p. 153.
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it was such an. urgent problem that they should ¥e}

at to abandon their prohibition policy

4

 The  echoes  of the 7mh November strike were  still
! reverbemtmg in the Assembly. Government had instituted a
committee to inquire into the firing of the 7th November. In

its report the Committee blamed the Communists and Ambcdkar i

for the dlsordcr, and Jusuﬁed the firing by the police. When
the Committee’s report came up before the Assembly for dis-
cussion, it produced unprecedented heat. Jamnadas Mehta
described the report as one-sided and added that they were not
ﬁndmgs but they were found for the Committee! Makmg a
very ﬁghung specch in  self- defence, Ambedkar thundered :

“ Speaking for myself, inasmuch as I was connected with this
Counml of Action, I am prepared to take my trial. Let any i
man who has the courage, who has the confidence, who believes

in this evidence, come forward and prosecute me. The Com-
‘nur,tee has said that the firing was justified, and that there were
reasons for the ﬁmng “The only question,” he observed, is
this, hether, in maintaining peace and order, we shall not

vhavr regard for freedom, and for liberty. And if Home Rule |
means nothing else—as I think, it can mean nothing else—than =
that our Minister can shoot our own people and the rest of

us mﬁrely laugh at the whole show or rise to support himn
because he happens to belong to a pamcular party, then 1 bay
Home Rule has been a curse and not a benefit to all India.”
(Applause.) ;

Replymg to the debate, M unshx. the Home Mlmstel of
Bombay, said that Ambedkar had not come before the Com:
mittee to state the facts and added that at eleven o'clock on
the day of the strike Ambedkar was conducting a case in the
court and then joined the meeting in the evening. With an
air of ridicule he then stated that they were familiar with the
pompqus, bombast and imprudent challenge which Ambedkar
threw out in ten minutes of his fleeting presence with which

‘1 T-de cverythmg clsa am:l deal with it first: In short, Ambedkar v

s 0f the provmce and evolve a proper order "




“withdrew 'the word imprudent on a point of order from Sir

nany more things to deserve the martyrdom. He, however,

A. M. K. Dehlavi. Ambedkar intervened and asked Munshi
why he did not prosecute, on the basis of evidence at his dis:
posal, the workers who were alleged to have battered on the
strike day the heads of the millhands. Upon this Jamnadas“
. Mehta said: “ Do not believe it!” i

If Ambedkar was over-powering and unyleldmg in hlS argu-

L ments, the Ministers used another weapon against him and that

iy
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 was reminding him of his late coming and fleeting visits to
the Assembly. And yet Premier Kher paid tributes to
Ambedkar some years after describing Ambedkar as a leader
from the opposmon who had made helpful, constructive criti-
cism and suggestions, and pointed out defects. But to have a
correct/perspectlve of the condition under which Ambedkar per-
forméd his duty in the Assembly one should turn to a speech
- made by Jamnadas Mehta in the Assembly as regards the Con-

‘,éress Ministers’ attitude to the Opposition in the Assembly.
/ Mehta observed: “If we oppose Government point-blank, then

| it is complained that we are opposing for the sake of opposi-
| tion ; if we support the prmuple and then show the difficulties,
then it is said that this is no support at all. 1 wish that that
kind of attitude should be reduced to a minimum.”

Since February 1939, trouble was brewmg in the Rajkot
State where a strong agitation was going on for political
reforms. Defeated and disappointed by Subhas Bose’s election
to the Presidentship of the Congress, Gandhiji hurried to Rajkot
apparently to settle the State problem, but with an inward
desire (o create a crisis just at the time of the Tripuri Congress
Sessions over which Subhas Bose was to preside. Ambedkar was
urgently called by the local Depressed Classes to intervene in
the dispute regarding their non-inclusion in the Reforms Com-
mittee of the State. He, therefore, left by air for Rajkot and
in the evening of April 18, saw the ruler, the Thakor Saheb, and
at night addressed a meeting of the Depressed Classes, urging
them to carry on their struggle for political rights.

"The next morning he had a talk with Gandhiji for forty-five
minutes on the question of representatxon for the Harijans on
the Reforms Committee. He stated in an interview at Rajkot




in hw anemp ‘to effect a change of heart by hxs non—vmlem i
~methods and resorted to coercive methods by appealing to the
Viceroy to intervene. Gandhiji, the 4postle of the principle
of change of heart and non-violence, himself publicly confessed
that his non-violence had not yet been developed to the fullest
power, and so he left Rajkot, to quote his words, with hopes |
cremated and body shattered. i

Accordingly, a few days thereafter er Maux ice Gwyer, the
Chief justu:e of the Federal Court, gave an Award on the dis-
putes in the State of Rajkot. Ambedkar challenged the inter-
pretation of the word ‘recommend” given by Sir Maurice
Gwyer, He stated that Gwyer had given his decision on the
footing that “ There i is no conclusive precedent for the purposes
of the present reference,’ Ambedkar quoted two authorities in
support of his assert:xon, Knolt vs, Cottee, and Johmon s,
Rowlands. .

In the first week of ]uly 19309, Ambedkar attended a meetmg; |
organised by Lhe Chamar community under the aegis of the
Rohidas Education Committee at the R. M. Bhat High School
‘Hall, Bombay. His presence at this meeting was significant
since almost all the Chamar community leaders were estranged
from him on the problem of conversion. They had broken off
with him at the time of the recent general election as, according
to them, Ambedkar had refused to set up candidates from thelr |
community on the ground that they had not supported his
conversion policy, Addressing the meeting, Ambedkar said that
he had started his uplift work for the whole of the Depressed
Classes. He never favoured sccuonal or sectarian ideas or policy
in his uplift work,

He told them that he favoured the abolition of sub-castes
among the Depressed Classes and honestly worked to that end.
He further told them that the question of marriage was not
- one that could be settled by force. It was not that a Mahar
‘girl, he observed, and a Chamar boy or a Mang boy. should
be married perforce as if by waving a magic wand. It was
‘upto them to encourage those men who showed courage to




: that the Congress leaders were shrewdly brmgmg abou
@ rift among the Depressed Classes by encouraging some
Depressed Class leaders against his Party. He appealed to them
| mot to fall a prey to the Congress false propaganda, Congress
i leaders were cajoling the Harijan leaders, he added, because he
' was not there in the Congress camp. He stated that it was a

fact that the LL.P. drew its major following from the Mahars,

But it was, he explamed not his favlt that the Mabars had
| a majority in the Depressed Classes.* In his concluding remarks,
ﬂ,‘howevcr, he did not fail to reiterate his old slogan that to get
_ rid of those sectional feelings the only way out Was to embrace |
“another religion.

A few days later, Ambedkar was entertamcd at a tea- party
| by the authorities of the Harnsraj P, Thac&ersey College at Nasik.
' Replying to questions that were put to him in writing at that

. function, Ambedkar said that the money the Government was
raising in the form of taxes must be utilised to relieve the
: tamners of their debts, to fight poverty and to impart education,

- \but he said that it could not be done if prohibition was given
R priority or a prcference over these urgent problems Asked
whether he agreed to the zonal scheme sponsored by Sir Sikander
| Hyat Khan in respect of a division of India, he replied that
. he did not approve of the seven zones and suspected that it
 was a step in the direction of establishment of Pakistan. As
regards British rule, he expressed his view that apart from all
~other defects or disabilities, it had conferred two benefits on
Indians, namely, one common Central Government, and a feel-
‘ mg among the people belonging to d:fferem rehgxons that they
E were part of one Government.

About this time Ambedkar chastised the Treasury Benches
 while speaking on the Finance Act Second Amendment Bill in
 the Bombay Legislative Assernbly. He expressed his sense of
. surprise that a Government which included no less than five
eminent lawyers should have thought it fit to bring a Bill with
a penalty which had got a retrospective character.

| e

just then World War II bloke out in Europe over the
questlon of the safety of Poland. ' India was commuted to the
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Jmnah stated that the Brntxsh should et & sense of
securxty and salvation in the minds of the Indian Muslims At
first the Congress leaders including Sardar Patel, and Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru who was on his way back from his invigorating
visit to Ghtang Kaisshek’s China, favoured unconditional help
as rh&y said they were not out to bargain at such a juncture.

Gandhiji broke down before the British Viceroy at the very
thought of the destruction of the British House of Parliament
and the Westminster Abbey. Savarkar declared that Britain’s,
clalm that she had entered the war to safeguard the vital prin-}
ciples affecting human freedom would be regarded as a political|
stunt so long as she continued to hold India in political bondage. |
. An event of great significance took place on September 11.}
The Viceroy announced that although Federation was the
ultimate objective of the Government, under the existing condi
‘tions they had no choice but to hold it in suspension. ]innah"
was beside himself with joy at this declaration.

) Ambedkar, the leader of the LL.P, issued a sratement, {
declaring that there was not much virtue on the side of Poland, ’
eaﬁeamlly in her treatment of the Jews. He said that the Polish {
issue was only an incident in the war and Germany’s claim |
to 1mpose her will upon those who disagreed with her was a ’
menace to all nations. He d:sagreed with those who held that :
|

|

{

|

|

|

England’s difficulty was India’s opportunity, and added that
Indians should not go in for new masters. '

He declared that it was unfair to India that it should have
no voice in her foreign policy in declaring war and in the making
of peace. India should remain within the British Common-
wealth of mnations and strive to achieve the status of equal
partnership therein. Appealing then to Government to take
steps to prepare Indians for defending their country,
reminded the British Government how they had agreed at the |
Round Table Conference that the defence of India was to be ‘
treated as the responsibility of India. Concluding, he stated
that the duty of Britain towards India was to reassure her of
the status she would occupy in the British Empire after the
war was over, and that India could not willingly and heartily

0
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principles if she was not assumd that thﬂ berwﬁts
inciples would be cxtended to her when the war wi

On Septembcr 14 the Ccma'reqs leaders changed thmr attis
tude. They declared that a free demogratic India would gladly
associate herself with the free nations for mutual defence and
. asked the British Government to declare their war aims in regard
. to democracy and imperialism, and particularly to India, |
‘ A few days later a joint statement was issued by seven
' leaders Savarkar, Kelkar, Jamnadas, Ambedkar, Sir Chimanlal
‘Setalvad, Sir Cowasji Jehangir and Sir V. N. (‘handavarkar,
- declaring that Gandhiji’s claim that the Congress was an all-
representative body, was a fascist one and would provc a death-
‘blow te Indian democracy. |
‘ Lord Linlithgow, the Viceroy of Ind:a, had interviews in
. the first and second week of October with about fifty-two Indian
_ leaders representing different interests and parties such as
Gandhi, Jinnah, Nehru, &avarl«ar, Patel, Rajendra Prasad,
Subhas Bose, Ambedkar and others. Ambedkar’s interview took
place on October 9. In the course of his interview Ambedkar
mpressed upon the Governor-General the viewpoint of his com-
| munity visa-vis the constitutional advance of India and com-
. plained that the working of the Poona Pact had been far from
| satisfactory, and so he intended to raise the question at the
next revision of the constitution.

. After discussions with the Indian leaders, the V:ceroy issued
A statemem clarifying the position of the British Government
|/ with regard to their hopes and objectives for India. The

‘important part 0[ the statement was that at the end of the war

,muu-w i WA i1

polmcal advance woul(T be made wuh(‘mt the consent . of the
minorities. Fle added that a consultative committee would be
formed duting the war on which all parties would be repre-
sented. The Working Committee of the Congress declared the
Viceroy's statement, to be wholly unsatisfactory and as any help
to Britain would amount to an endorsement of her imperial
policy, they called upon all Provincial Ministries to tender their
resignations thus, in fact, enabling the British Government to
pursue more conveniently a pohcy which the Congress leaders
thcmselves hated. ‘ v R
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Ve dkau issued a statement from Delhi stating thag
Ding rities problem would never be solved unless Gandhiji ~
¢ Congress gave up their egoistic and insolent attitude towards *
: lpcrsons and parties outside the Congress, and added that patrwt~
1sm was not a monopoly of Congressmen and, therefore, persons
boldmg views divergent from the Congress had a perfectly
legitimate right to exist and be recogmsed Referring to the
Muslim problem, he said that he did not believe in the allega-
tions made by the Muslims that they were being tyrannised or
terrorised in the vamccs ruled by the (‘ongresq. What they
wanted along with other minorities, he affirmed, was a share in
the Government. He warned that if the demand of the Muslim
League for a. division of India was allowed to hold the Muslim
masses, there would be no hope for a united India and that
the responsibility of driving the Depressed Classes to another
fold would lie with the Congress.

It scems that the Congress leaders were disturbed by the
aforesaid joint statement of the seven leaders and the joint state-

ment of non-Congress leaders from Southern India both of ‘  il
'which were signed by the leaders of the Depressed Classes. With
a view to acquainting himself with the claims of the Depressed

Classes, Pandit Nehru, the Chairman of the War Sub-Committee
of the Congress, had talks for two days in the third week of
October with Ambedkar in Bombay.! This was the first meet
ing of Ambedkar with Nehru whom the former had deseribed|
as a fourth standard boy in his private talks. It was Kher who
took Ambedkar to Nehru Immediately after this talk, discus-
sions were held between the Congress leaders and Ambedkar
for three or four days at the residence of Bhulabhai Desai,
President of the Bombay Provincial Congress Committee and
Member of the Congress Working Committee. The talks were
held in the presence of Gandhiji's secretary, Mr. Mahadeo Desai,
who had spec1ally come from Wardha for the purpose. He
was to communicate the views of Ambedkar to Gandhiji and
the Congress. The talks were confined to the relinquishment
of office by the Congress ministry of Bombay.

The Congress ministries introduced the war resolution in
all Provincial Assemblies on the eve of their resignations. The
Bombay < Ministry introduced the resolution amidst grave

il Atmosphereq‘ 1t declared that the British Government had made ’v ‘

i 7 he Timeés of Indie dated 30-10-193¢. "
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participant in the war batween Bmam and Gemm
1Y/ the consént of the peoplc of India, and havc furth
Zinwcommplete disregard of Indian ‘opinion passed laws and
‘adopted measures curtaxlmg the powers and ac,txvmes of the

.\ Provincial Governments .

~ Moving an amendment to delme the words *and have
farther in . . . Provincial Governments ", Ambedkar blamed the
. Prime Minister for not having tabled the demands in the name
of the country but in obedience to the Congress High Command.
He reiterated his statement on war policy and declared that
- the Untouchables would never accept ‘a political status that
would make them political Shudras. He said he would not tole-
rate it if to the social dominance, the economic dominance and
. the religious dominance which the Hindus exercised over them,
' was added the political dominance. He then reminded the
House of the fate of the Spanish American colonies separated
from the Spanish Empire which had referred to Jeremy Bentham
of Britain to frame their own constitution, and how Bentham

~ shipped documents from England and how the constitution had

_ failed in those countries, and was publicly burnt. He said that
‘a constitution, like a suit, must fit. e x
 Ambedkar then described how the majority were denying
. liberty, equality and fraternity for the growth of the Untouch-
~ ables. He told the House that out of one hundred Mamlatdars,
only one was from the Depressed Classes ; out of 34 Mahalkaries,
none was from them ; out of 246 Head Clerks none was from
them ; out of the total 2,444 revenue clerks, only 30 were from
 his class; out of 829 Public Works Department clerks, only 7
were from the scheduled classes; in the Excise Department 3
out of 189; out of 538 police inspectors only 2; out of 33
Deputy Collectors only one, was from the Scheduled Class. :
In a very appealing and powerful tone Ambedkar further
declared: 1 know my position has not been understood pro-
perly in the country. It has often been misunderstood.” Let
e, therefore, take this opportunity to clarify my position. Sir,
I say that whenever there has been a conflict between my per-
sonal interests and the interests of the country as a whole, I
have always placed the claims of the country above my personal
claims (Hear, hear). 1 have never pursued the path of private
gain. If I had played my cards well, as others do, I might
have been in some other place. . I do net want to say about it,
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‘dxd; not du it There ‘were colleagues with me at

‘ ‘say—ﬁ-that 50 far as the demands of the country are concerned,
I have never lagged behind. Many European Members who
were at the Conference rather felt embarrassed that T was the
mfant terrible of the C.onferencc '

{ “Buc 1 will also,” he thundered, “leave no  doubt in the
minds of the people of this country that I have another loyalty
to which I am bound and which I can never forsake. That
loyalty is the community of Untouchables, in which I am born,
to which I belong, and which I hope 1 shall never desert, And

I say this to this House as strongly as I possibly can, that when-
ever there is any conflict of interests between the country and
the Untouchables, so far as I am concerned, the Untouchables’
interests will take precedence over the interests of the country.
I am not going to support a tyrannising majority simply because
it h'xppens to speak in the name of the country. 1 am not
gomg to support a party because it happens to speak in the

‘name of the country. I shall not do that. Let everybody here =
and everywhere understand that that is my position. As

between the country and myself, the country will have
precedence, as between the country and the Depressed Classes,
the Depressed Classes will have precedence—the country will |
have no precedence. That is all that I wanted to say with
regard to these two amendments of mine.’ !

; Concludmg Ambedkar asked the Premier of the Province
why he requlred his sanction for his going out. He said it

was for the party caucus to decide. Ambedkar took an hour
and a half and the speaker said that the other Members would
curtail Lhexr speeches. Upon this Ambedkar said: “ I apologise,
S‘ L1

v

The Congress Ministries eventually resigned in obedience
to the mandate of their High Command in the first week of
November 1939. So hilarious was Mr, Jinnah at this exit of
the Congress that he announced that the Muslim India heaved
a sigh of relief and appealed to his community to observe
a ' Day of Deliverance ”. A large number of Parsces who' were
. affected by the prohibition policy of the Congress expressed joy
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is exit, and they pmmlsed in their md:vldual capa
ity it. Ambedkar declared that he would like to join
. fah in celebrating the Deliverance Day and observed: “1
| .read Mn Jinnah's statement and I felt ashamed to have allowed
. him to steal a march over me and rob me of the language and
. the sentiment which I, more than Mr, Jinnah, was entitled to
. use”  He said that if Mr. Jinnah proved 5 out of 100 cases
of alleged oppression, he would prove 100 out of 100 cases before
any impartial tribunal. He, however, explained that it was not
“an anti-Hindu move ; it was anti-Congress and, therefore, purely
‘ pohucal He concluded by saying that if the Hindus construed
| it as an attack on themselves, it meant that the Congress was
i Hindu body and that they should thank thcmsolves for the
- consequences.
W Yhe most mgmﬁcant feature of the celebrauon of the
_"“ I)ehvcrance Day " was that these two eminent opponents of
) Gandhn;x and Congress shook hands at the * Deliverance Day ”
‘meeting at Bhendi Bazaar, Bombay, and belched ﬁre on the
Congress Ieadershxp!
f One problem, in the meantime, was commg to a head which
‘\‘enﬂaged Ambedkar’s mind for a considerable period. The
Bombay Government levied additional taxes on ‘the Mahar
b “Vatans Ambedkar had been ﬂghtmg that problem since 1927.
~ But now instead of relieving the poor from the serfdom, the -
Government added salt to their injuries by the levy of addi-
 tional taxes. The Mahars, Mangs and Vethias, in Maharashtra
and Karnatak met in a Conference at Haregaon in the middle
of December 1939, to voice their grievances under the president-
ship of Ambedkar. Addressing 2 mammoth meeting of 20,000
Mahars, Mangs and Vethias, Ambedkar warmned Government
from the presidential chair that if Government did not stop
harassing the vatandars, redress the grievances of those poor
people by abrogating the harassing orders, and relieve those
poor people within six months from the date of the Conference
from the extortion of work which they were forced to do
without any remuneration, there would be no alternative for
those people but to refuse the services as a protest against the
harassment. He appealed to Government to see that the vatan-
dars were paid as were the State servants paid, and demanded
abolition of their serfdom.
. On March 19, which the Deprcssed Classes observe as. thieir
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{000 people at Mahad. In the course of his speech he observed
that it was entirely wrong for the Indians to concentrate all their
attention on political independence of the country and forget
the foremost social and economic problems. He said that it
was high time that the Hindu society were organised on modern
lines breaking down its agelong framework. At night an
address of weldome was presented to Ambedkar by the Mahad
Municipality. A few days afterwards Ambedkar also presided
over the Youths Conference at Nasik Road,

épendence "dawaé} on that day in "1927‘ ‘at. Mahad Qugdif
ruggle for emancipation began—Ambedkar addressed a ra ,

In the meanwhile, the political situation assumed a very

serious tempo. The Congress at its annual session held in April

1940 at Ramgarh repudiated any attempt to divide India or

split up her manhood. Simultaneously the Muslim League at
its annual session at Lahore passed a resolution demanding the
creation of Independent States in the North-Western and
Eastern  parts of India where Muslims were in a majority.

Jinnah, the angel of unity and peace, had now decided to be

the destroyer of the unity of the land. i
‘Ambedkar was watching and studying these development

in Indian politics. He was also guiding his people. He

founded the Mahar Panchayat and addressed a Conference under

the auspices of the Panchayat at Bandra, Bombay, in May 1940.

i Just then Hitler overran the low countries and the war

took a serious turn for Britain and her allies. Congress

leaders abandoned Gandhiji's leadership, and offered co-opera-

tion in war efforts provided a fully representative National

Government was formed at the centre. This offer was reiterated
by them at Poona and came to be known as the Poona offer.
Jinnah opposed it. saying that it would be a permanent Hindu
majority at the centre. The Viceroy announced a new proposal
for the expansion of his Executive Council and the establish-
ment of a war advisory committee for the conduct of the war.
The Congress rejected this proposal as being wholly opposed
to the best interests of India.

At this time Subhas Bose who was dethroned from the
Congress Presidentship was growing restless. He was trying to
rally the Indian forces against the British power that was
engaged in a life-and-death struggle in Europe. He came to
Bombay and saw Jinnah, Ambedkar and Savarkar on July 22,

M
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Subhas Bose was deadly agamst the acceptance of
posed Federation and because Ambedkar was opposed to it
weirust have considered it a rallying point between them. After
thelr discussion on the issue of Federation, Ambedkar asked

_ Subhas Bose whether he would put up his candidates in the
i elections against the Congress. He replied in the negative.
Ambedkar then asked Subhas Bose what the positive attitude

of his party would be to the problem of Untouchables. Bose
had no convincing reply and the interview ended. It seems
Savarkar’s inspiring talk changed Subhas Bose’s mind and he
began to ponder over the possibility of fighting a war of Inde-
pendence against the British power from outside.

The Congress now switched over again to Gandhiji's
dlctato.rshxp for a struggle. Gandhm inaugurated individual

“civil disobedience movement in October 1940 preaching non-

participation in the war on the grounds of non-violence. As a

result, almost all Congress leaders were thrown behind the bars.
Criticising this move of Gandhiji, Ambedkar said that Gandhi’s
new performance in preaching against supplying men or money

| to the war efforts meant civil disobedience of the Defence of

I‘x{dia‘ Act, ' It can be beyond Gandhi,” he observed, ' to appre-

 clate that while all thinking men must hate the use of force,
~ a distinction has to be made between the use of force to put.
 down force and to use the victory obtained by force to impose

ingnoble and unjust terms upon the vanquished.” ‘It seems

'to me,” he went on, ‘ that the root of the evil is not in the

use of force but in the misuse of victory. Mr. Gandhi and all
‘pacifists and believers in non-violence will do a lasting service
to humanity if they went on a fast unto death when peace is
announced, if the terms of peace offered to the vanquished are
ignoble and unjust. The pacifist, it seems to me, has mis-
understood his mission. His fight must be against a base peace
and not against force. By calling upon people to abjure the

‘use of force, the pacifist is only helping those who will insist

on using force to victory.” Quoting then Rajagopalachari who
was reported to have said in his speech that if he were a Viceroy

' he would continue the old order, Ambedkar declared: “ That

the Congress is fighting for the cause of the country is humbug.

. The Congress is fighting to obtain the keys of power in its
| hands. Why did Gandhi not start civil disobedience imme-

diately after the Defence of India Act was passed a year ago?”



{

5

FEDERATION AND PARISTAN 2l

</ The year 1940 was coming to an end when AmbedkarsI“
magnum opus, Thoughts On Pakistan, was published. Written
at a psychological moment, it fell like a bombshell on the heated
atmosphere of the day. India’s man of great learning, great
constitutional pundit and politician of varied experience gave
out his reflections on the political problem of India. The
refrain of the book is the division of India into Hindustan and
Pakistan for the prosperity, peace and salvation of the Hindus
to whom the book is mainly addressed. :

That the Muslims, the book argues, are a nation must be
accepted without cavil. It advises the Hindus to have no fear
for want of a nationally safe frontier in the event of the birth
of Pakistan because geographical conditions are not decisive in
modern world and modern technique. As the resources of
Hindustan are far greater than those of Pakistan, the creation of
Pakistan will not leave Hindustan in a weakened condition. It‘{

G

also impresses upon the Hindus that it is better to have Muslims
‘whose loyalty to India is always doubtful, without and against, =
rather than within and against. A safe army rid of the Muslim
‘preponderance is better than a safe border. [ s
_ The book is not without its antidote to the poison of
 Pakistan. It prescribes a sovercign remedy for securing peace
and homogeneity by arranging for a total exchange of popula-
tion, Hindus from Pakistan and Muslims from Hindustan, as did
Turkey, Greece and Btg« jaria to solve their internecine wars.
But unlike M. N. Roy's Historical Role of Islam, this historic
book castigates the anti-reformist tendency of the Muslims. It
observes that the dominating influence with the Muslims is not
democracy.  The predominant interest. of Muslims is religion,
their _politics being essentially clerical. The Muslims are
opposed to social reform, and are an unprogressive people all
over the world, To the Muslims, the book states, Islam is a |
world religion, suitable for all peoples for all times and for all
conditions, The brotherhood of Islam is not the universal
brotherhood of man. It is the brotherhood of Muslims for
Muslims only, For non-Muslims there is nothing but conterapt
and enmity. The Muslim has allegiance to a nation which is
ruled by a Muslim ; a land not ruled by a Muslim is his enemy |
larid. The book, therefore, concludes that Islam can never |
i

e
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true Mushm to adopt Ind;am as ‘hls Motherland
ith, zmd km ‘};Tl

L weakness of the Hmdus and follow:z gangsterlsm
i Some penetrating and caustic paragxaphs desarxbmg the
; regresswe bent of the Muslim mind, however, were deleted, it
is said, at the instance of Ambedkar's close admirers. Otherwise
the author of Thoughts On Pakistan would have expemenced
what H. G. Wells expermnced at the hands of Muslims in
London! -
. The book then asserts that the Mushms are now awakened
. to a new life. They will to be a nation. They ‘were up till
. now calling themselves a minority, a community ; but they have
. now discovered their destiny. The book thinks that 2 Muslim
must be very stupid if he is not attracted by the glamour of
this new destiny. According to the book, it is a new destiny,
a new vision, the sun of their destiny in full glow!
' After giving philosophic justification for Pakistan, inter-
preting to the Muslims their inspiring destiny and putting forth
_ arguments before the Hindus, the book asks the Hindus whether
integral India is an ideal worth fighting for. Coercion is no
remedy. If you agree to partition, it will liberate both the
Hindus and the Muslims from the fear of enslavement and of
| ‘encroachment upon each other. You should profit by a deeper -
. study of Turkey, Greece and other nations, and avert the
catastrophe by agreeing to partxtlon India into Hindustan and
| Pakistan. To avoid shipwreck in mid-ocean, you must lighten
the draught by throwing overboard all superfluous cargo. Divide
: India to have a strong central Government. Otherwise the
. consequences will be terrible. Forced union will hinder pro-
gress. There will be frustration of all her hopes of freedom ;
complete frustration of her destiny will be her fate if it is insisted
that India shall remain an integral whole. United India will -
be never an organic whole. Nor will it solve the problem of
the third party, the British rule. The virus of dualism will
surge up. India will be an anaemic and sickly State, a living
corpse, dead though not buried. Compare with the dark vista,
| the vista that opens out if India is divided into Pakistan and
Hindustan. The partition opens a way to the fulfilment of the
destiny each may fix up for itself, whether do:mmon or inde-
~ pendence, concludes the book.




ON FEDERATION AND PAKISTAN

ter the publication of this great book, the author
THoughts On Pakistan, however, described Rajagopalachari in
these words: Mr. Rajagopalachari’s political exploits are too
fresh to be forgotten. Suddenly he enrolled himself as a soldier
of the Muslim League and proclaimed a war on his own kin
and former friends and for what? Not for their failure to
grant the reasonable demands of the Muslim but for their not
conceding the most extravagant one, namely Pakistan!!”* It
may be recalled here that Ambedkar was highly praised for his
patriotic and rationalistic report which he submitted to the

Simon Commission. In it he had attacked, exposed and held

to ridicule thé demand of the Muslims for separate electorate ;

but now he supported and justified a separate nation for the -

same Muslims!

With the cool intelligence of a doctor he viewed and

examined the malady of India. A book by a vigorous man

is unlikely to be dispassionate. The subject is dealt with .

candour, competence, knowledge, courage and excellence.

Thoughts On Pakistan is a masterpiece in which learning and

thinking are blended and dlsplayed at their highest order. It is
entrancing in its magic, intriguing in its construction, terse in

its style, and provocative in its manner. It is a model in scwmt- '

fic propagation!
: Ambedkar’s political favourite was Burke whose political
philosophy echoed in his speeches and writings. Burke wrote
his Thoughts On The Cause Of The Present Discontents.

Burke supported enthusiastically in his speech on Conciliation

with America the stand taken by the American colonies which
were hundreds of miles away from England. It was not the
question of Scotland’s Home Rule. Ambedkar favoured the
vivisection of one living entity. Burke committed a glaring
miscalculation by throwing dspérsions and making an onslaught
upon the French Revolution in his Reflections on the Revolu-
tion in France. Similarly, future historians may think about
Ambedkar’s Thoughts On Pakistan! Historians may borrow
the remark Ambedkar passed on Rajagopalachari’s role, and
fling it at the author of Thoughts On Pakistan.

The effect of this book was terrible. It shattered the
brains of many Hindu politicians. It rocked Indian politics

1 Aﬁtglécdkar, Mr. Gandhi And The Emancipation Of The Untouchables,
(P ety
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idor) pver a decade, The Muslims rejoiced at this suppol
=eheit/ideal. The Congressmen, who were bred and brought
dr’the sordid philosophy of neither-reject-nor-accept, winked at
one another. It gave an impetus to the Pakistan propaganda
~ of Rajagopalachari, Some of the leaders of Hindu Mahasabha,
~who were the stoutest opponents of Pakistan on national and
rational grounds, were confused ; but their leader Savarkar
staked his all at the altar of the integrity of India, and stoutly
refuted the theory of vivisection of India. He said that it was
. not bravery or statesmanship to run away from danger, to aban-
don the fight, and yield to the aggressor. Aggressors were never
| pacified or appeased, He warned the Hindus that partition
| would strengthen the hands of the avowed enemies of India,
' | and the hoards would invade India. Partition, said Savarkar,
would be a standing menace to the peace, security, liberty and
i Dopetity of Indie, 0 ST e
. But it is also pathetically true that no front-rank Hindu
leader issued a counter treatise refuting Ambedkar’s arguments
with equal  force, scholarship, courage and brilliance. An
‘.author of Mahasabha persuasion from Poona and an editor of
a Bombay Weekly of Congress persuasion replied to Ambedkar,
but their books were written in Marathi and were mere com-
 mentaries evoked by Thoughts On Pakistan. Dr. Rajendra
Prasad later published a volume full of moon light. But books
are not read in the moon light! Restless at the arguments of
Ambedkar, Dr. Moonje wrote to Mr. N. C. Kelkar, siressing the
| urgent need for a reply to Ambedkar.! Many will agree that
Kelkar’s judicious but wavering genius was quite unsuited to
this purpose. It was the duty of the Hindu Mahasabha, the
bulwark of fighters for undivided India to do so; but nothing
_ever came out in time from the Mahasabhal
-

DR. AMBEDKA!

IN. C. Kelkar's Correspondence, p. 33.




B CHAPTER Xvill .

~ From Dust to Doyen
e W 1

DUmmc‘ihc first quarter of 1941 Ambedkar was busy with the
problem of recruitment of the Untouchables, especially the

Mahars who are famous for their fighting qualities. He saw
the Governor of Bombay and voiced his grievances. against the

wmilitarisation policy of the Government which excluded the

Mahars on the basis of a senseless distinction between martial
and non-martial classes, He explained to him the role played
by the Mahars under the East India Company, how afterwards

they were prohibited from admission into the military forces

and how the Mahar battalion was revived at the end of World

War I but was disbanded not long afterwards on the excuse of
economy. He, thercfore, appealed to the Government to raise
a battalion of Mahars now for the combatant corps.

Thereupon Government decided to raise a Mabar battalion

and Ambedkar issued an appeal to the Mahars to seize the
opportunity both for their own sake and for the sake of the
country. Soon after a battalion was established and several

men from the Mahar community were enlisted while a number

of them were appointed recruiting officers, one of them being
Ambedkar's lieutenant, Mr. Jadhay alias Madakebuva who had
a genius for organisation. Savarkar, who wished the Hindus to
be reborn into a martial race, expressed his hope that under
the able guidance of Ambedkar the Mahar brethren would be
re-animated with the military qualities and their military uplift
would contribute to the consolidation of the Hindus.

In the last week of July 1941 the Viceroy expanded his
Executive Council by including eight representative Indians
and established a Defence Advisory Committee. Ambedkar was
appointed on the Defence Advisory Committee along with
Jamnadas Mehta, Ramrao Deshmukh, M. C. Rajah and other
wellknown Indians and Indian Princes. The Sikhs and the
Depressed Classes resented their non-inclusion in the Executive
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sibedkar protested against the injustice done to the cla @L
“the Depressed Classes. He sent a cablegram to Amery, t

o ary of State for India, informing him that the non-inclu-
sion of their representative was regarded by them as an outrage
and a breach of trust. Savarkar upgteld Ambedkar's demand
and wired to the Viceroy to include Ambedkar in the Executive
Council,

. As Government failed to rcspond to the appeal made by the
Mahar Conference at Haregaon, another Conference was called

. at Sinnar in the middle of August 1941, Ambedkar told the

Conference that he had addressed a Memorandum to the Gov-
ernment and complained how similar Vatan holders like Desh-
pandes and Deshmukhs were relieved of their duties and yet
were enjoying their Vatan property even to that day. Exas-
perated by the adamant attitude of the Government, the Mahars
were driven to adopt an extreme measure of no-tax campaign.
The Conference gave a message to the aggrieved Mahars. to
‘resort to nonm-co-operation with Government till Govemment
abandoned the demand for the additional levy.

. Returning to Bombay, Ambedkar called on the Govemor,
 Sir Lawrence Roger Lumley, in the morning at the Government
i Hous’e Ambedkar’s Sinnar speech was flashed in the evening
newspapers by Mr. I. A. Ezekiel, a frontrank journalist, who -
unfailingly supported Ambedkar and his movement for years
in the world of journalism. Lord Linlithgow, the Governor-
General, who was then in Bombay, happened to read the speech
in the newspapers. He remonstrated with the Governor of
Bombay for having alienated the Depressed Classes and. for
having driven them in the opposite camp. Shortly after this,
the Bombay Government revoked its unjust orders and Ambed-
kar won the day!

Two weeks later Ambedkar addressed some meetings, stres-
sing the need for joining the military forces. In a stirring
appeal at one such meeting in Bombay he said that although
the Central Government had denied representation to the
Depressed Classes in the Executive Council, he regretted that
those who felt that the Government should not be helped, had
lost the sense of proportion and relative value of things. He
replied to them that if the Nazis overran the country, there
would not be much of an Expanded Council left to fight for.
He added that he was not prepared for a change of rulers and
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5 art the smxggle once again for self- -government right

he¢/ beginning. He concluded his speech by urging the M

suths  to suspend their studies and qualify themselves for

mxhtary commissions and preserve their high martial traditions.
 Ambedkar took keen interest in the militarisation move-

ment and he attended the second session of the National Defence

Council in the first week of December 1941. 'The third session

of the Defence Counul ‘was held in February 1942. He was
present at the meenmg

About this time Ambedkar was workmg on a book entitled
" What The Hindus Have Done To Us”. It seems he began

writing it on February 13, 1942, and an American firm had
talks with him in the matter of its publication, It was then
in the air that plans were under consideration for further re-
shuflling and strengthening the personnel of the Viceroy's
Executive Council,

The polmcal deadlock was yet untesolved Congress
leaders were in jail, Their generalissimo, Gandhiji, was out-
side. Some politicians thought that Gandhiji would start a fast

unto death for Hindu-Muslim unity; for the Muslims had

started Pakistani riots and Mr. Jinnah said that only a change
of heart would ease the tension. Gandhiji, however, clearly
realised the historical mistake and futility of his slogan which had
drummed into the people for over twenty years that freedom
would not come without Hindu-Muslim unity. Without Mus-
lim support: he was now on the eve of a ‘do or die struggle L

i1

In the middle of February 1942 there were discussions held
at the spring lectures series at Wagle Hall, Bombay. Three days
were reserved for the discussion on Thoughts On Pakistan.
Ambedkar was present at the time of the discussion. Principal
Donde presided over the meeting. At the express request by
Donde, his friend, colleague and an eminent educationist in the
Province, AmbedKkar rose to reply to the debate. He said at the
outset that he would not waste his words on those who thought
that Pakistan was not a debatable subject at all. If it was
thought that the demand was unjust, then the coming of Paki-
stan would be a terrible thing for them. It was wrong, he said,
to tell the peaple to forget history. *They cannot make his-
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he continued, “ who- forget history. To bring down t L
derance of the Muslims in the Indian army and to mak
“the-army safe, it is wise to let out the hostile element.  'We will
| defend our land. Do not be under the false impression that
. Pakistan would be able to spread its Muslim empire over India.
. The Hindus will make it lick the dust. I confess I have my
é quarrel with the caste Hindus over some pomts, but I take a
| vow before you that I shall lay down my life in defence of our
| land.”* A thunder of applause greeted his speech.
|| About this time Sir Stafford Cripps returned to England
from his successful mission to Russia, and it was declared that
he would be entrusted with solving the deadlock in India.
Ambedkar put forth his scheme on the eve of the visit of Sir
- Stafford Cripps. Referring to Chiang Kaishek’s recommenda-
tion that Britain should give India immediately real polmcaf
_ power, Ambedkar said that the Chinese leader did not give a
~ solution for the difficulties in the way of that consummation.
. He further stated that the British Government should promise
. to raise India to a Dominion Status within three years from the
date of peace and if the Indian parties failed to produce an
. agreed solution within one year from the date of the signing
of the armistice, the Indian dispute should be submitted to the
International tribunal for decision ; and Britain should declare
that she would undertake to give effect to it as a part of the
. Dominion Constitution for India,
~ He, however, described Jinnah’s demand for 50 per cent
representation as monstrous, and, congratulating Lord Linlith-
gow for having turned down that demand, said that no National
Government should be established as an interim measure, if it
meant conceding to Mr. Jinnah his claim for 50 per cent seats
for the Muslims.

Those who criticised this Scheme said that they were
surprised that the historian and constitutionalist in Ambedkar
should have expected the Muslim League to consent to a deci-
sion of the International tribunal.

Meanwhile, the British lost Singapore to ]apan The sun
on the British Empire was now setung and the Empire was
cracking, Impelled by these reverses in the eastern theatre of
war and pressed by the U.S.A. and China, the British Govern-
ment dec1ded to end the Indian politxcal dCdd[OCk Sir St.afford

! 1 The Lokamanya dated 20-2-1942.
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s came plane*haste to India in the third week of M
42 to settle the Indian political problem on the basis o
“scheme. He held consultations with the representatives of the
Cong'ress, the Muslim League, the Hindu Mahasabha, the Sikhs'
Organisation and the Princes’ Chamber and put before them the
proposals, Ambedkar, accompanied by M. C. Rajah, interviewed |
Cripps on March 80. According to the Cripps proposals a |
Constituent Assembly was to be convened immediately after the
| cessatlon ‘of hostilities. It was to draft the constitution in
co-operation with the Indian States but the right of joining or \
‘staying out of the Indian Union was given to Provinces and the -
Constituent Assembly was to enter into a treaty with the Bnnsh :
Government. {‘
Gandhiji described the Cripps offer as a post-dated cheque, |
Savarkar rejected it in toto condemning it as a scheme designed 1
to balkanize India. The Liberals termed it a travesty of selfs |

- determination. The Muslim League rejected it as it did not
contain a definite or unequivocal announcement in favour of
Pakistan although it favoured its ideal by implication. The
Congress leaders, who were more keen on the immediate trans
fer of power than the balkanisation of India, swallowed the pill |

. of the division of India but were straining at the gnat of the

Detence Portfolio. :

After a full discussion with the other provincial leaders of 1

the Depressed Classes, Ambedkar, too, rejected the scheme as it }
¥

!

|

was calculated to do, according to the leaders of the Depressed
Classes, the greatest harm to the Depressed Classes as it bound
them hand and foot to the Hindu rule and would lead them,
they feared, to the black days of their ancient past. They
asked Sir Stafford Cripps to convey to His Majesty’s Govern-
ment that the Depressed Classes would look upon it as a breach
of faith, if the British Government decided to force upon them
a constitution to which they did not give their consent. :

In another statement Ambedkar described the attitude of
the British Government to the Depressed Classes as a Munich
mentality the essence of which was to save oneself by sacrificing
others. He further stated that the Cripps proposal had dis-
tinctly given to the League the right to create Pakistan. Ac-
cording to him the proposals were the result of a loss of nerve
and of a sense. of prmcnple, a breach of faxth and a sudden
volta«facal . ¢
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he new policy of Brxtam in regard to the Deprﬁssed
Classes compelled Ambedkar to make a departure from his
recent role as a labour Ieader Durmg the interview Cripps
asked Ambedkar whether he represented the labour or the
- Depressed Classes and asked him also about the strength of his
Party. That gave a turn to his role and once again Ambedkar
thought it wise to resume the leadership of the Depressed Classes
in the interest of his people for whom he had been fighting all
along the past twenty-five years. He, therefore, convened on °
March 30 and 31, 1942, a Conference of the leaders of the
Depressed Classes who were present in Delhi and held consulta-
| tions with them on the Cripps proposals. M. C. Rajah, who
' had up to that time opposed Ambedkar, was now reconciled
. with Ambedkar. Rajbhoj bad already joined him. It was
| decided, after a gap of ten years, to hold an All-India Depressed
. Classes Conference at Nagpur, in July 1942, with a view to
creating an all-India organisation with distinct aims and pur-
poses in co-operation with all the inter-provincial forces,
| The fiftieth bu*thday of Ambedkar fell on April 14, 1942.
. To mark the occasion the I. L. Party and forty-five other
public institutions in Bombay and suburbs organised a
nine-day celebration consisting of flag salutations, processions
~and public meetings. The celebrations began on April 12 in
all the wards of Bombay City and its suburbs.
. At Poona, processions were taken out through prominent
~ streets and Cantonment, and felicitations were showered
on Ambedkar for his selfless services to the cause of the
Untouchables at a public meeting, at the Shaniwarwada,
addressed by Mr. M. C. Rajah and Mr. P. N. Rajbhoj under
the presidentship of Prof. Mate. The meeting wished their
leader a long and happy life. A big meeting was held in the
Assembly Hall of the Poona Municipality under the chairman-
ship of Mr. Ganpatrao Nalavade, President of the Municipality,
and tributes were paid to the great leader of the Untouchables.
Dr. Mohile, Mr. Popatlal Shah, Mxr. Chavan and Mr.
R. R. Bhole spoke highly about the abxhty and achieve-
ments of the great leader. There was another important func-
~ tion held to celebrate the birthday of Ambedkar. Amidst great
excxtemcnt and jubilation, Mr. Aute, the President of the
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Jistrict Local Board, Poona, unveiled a portrait of Am@L |
g said that the Board was proud to have the portraitte
bedkar who was not only a great leader of the Depressed
Classes but also one of the great leaders of India, and added
that Ambedkar by his selfless sacrifice had secured a place in the
‘heart of the nation, Keshavrao Jedhe and Bapusaheb Gupte
also made speeches paying their meed of tributes to Ambedkar.
. On the morning of April 19, Ambedkar performed the
opening ceremony of the women’s branch of the Rohidas Tarun
Sudharak Sangh. Addressing the meeting of the Sangh in the
local cinema house at Kalyan, he exhorted the youths
not to accept help from Hindu institutions and patrons so that
they might not sacrifice their spirit of independence for caste

Hindu patronage, and asked them to emulate the spirit of

Kacha in not deviating from the purpose of life. It was charac:
teristic of Ambedkar that whenever he spoke before his people
he cited inspiring anecdotes from the Mahabharata such as the

love of self-respect of Dronacharya, the story of Yayati and the

devotion of Kacha.
The main function in the series of the Golden Jubilee Cele- |
brations was held at Chowpatty, Bombay, on April 19, at which
Dr. M. R, Jayakar presided. Processions from all quarters of ||
the city ended in the mammoth meeting. Donde, Chairman of
the Jubilee Committee, said that Ambedkar was one of the
greatest men of India who had ushered epochs in history.
Addressing the mecting, Dr. Jayakar paid a glowing tribute to ‘
the long years of service rendered by Ambedkar to the cause of
the Depressed Classes. He told the vast audience how Dr.
Ambedkar’s independent line of thinking and action had
brought about a phenomenal change in the status of Depressed
Classes and how it had infused confidence in them and awaken-
ed the caste Hindus. Dr. Jayakar commended the work done
by Ambedkar at the R.T.C. and also at the time of the Pooria
Pact, and appealed to the Depressed Classes to afford their loyal
support to their great leader. Mr, M. R. A. Baig, Sheriff of
Bombay, characterised Ambedkar as a great leader. N. M.
Joshi, who also addressed the meeting, felt proud that his for-
mer pupil, whom he had taught in Standard IV, had attained
such eminence, and added that Ambedkar had been a bright and
forward student. ;

% The Times of India dated 20-4-1042.




; 5 arshxp of Ambedkar, and Offered hxm fehc;tatmns. Stating

 that the DepreSSed Classes owed much of the small ameliora-

 tion in their existing status to Ambedkar’s vigorous advocacy,
The Times of India, Bombay, observed: ** Without political and
‘economic power; the Harijans will find it hard to attain social |
equality, and Dr, Ambedkar has done well in realising this fact

~ “ He brings to his difficult task,” concluded the editorial, ** con-

. siderable acumen and a gift for pungent, often barbed utter
ance. Since the removal of untouchability must strengthen the

ment of Indian people, Dr. Ambedkar’s efforts on behalf of the
_ Harijans deserve wide support,”

The Bombay Chronicle paid tributes to the worthy service
of Ambedkar to his community and said that Ambedkar
brooded day in and day out over the unending inhumanity to

his community and it was no wonder therefore that his devo-
. tion to the Harijans was equalled, if not exceeded, by his bitter-
| ness against their tormentors. The Maharashira of Nagpur
said that Ambedkar was one of the few Maharashtrian leaders
. who came to the forefront in Indian politics by the sheer force
I of their personahty, struggle, sacrifice and scholarshxp It
~added that the Depressed Classes owed their present polmcal
. status to his ceaseless struggle,
| The Dnyanaprakash of Poona paid glowing tributes to his
fearless and selfless mind with which he attacked both the Gov-
ernment and the political leaders, The Paper added that
‘\;;“Ambedkars life was an example to the downtrodden ; he was an
 exemplary man who never sacrificed his conscience for success.
The Kal, a Marathi Daily of Poona, said that Ambedkar was a
representative leader of Maharashtra, and, like other great Maha-
~ rashtrian leaders, he was not only a leader of ability and intel-
. ligence but also a man of letters, of selfless heart and of inte-
grity. The Prabhat, a Marathi Daily of Bombay, hailed
Ambedkar as a revolutionary leader of modern India, and
‘added that without meaning any disrespect to Dayanand,

Gandhiji and Savarkar, Ambedkar’s services to the Untouchables :

ranked higher,
The most important tribute full of appreciation and esti-
mation came from Savarkar. ‘A political and social revolu-

i

Hindu social structure, and also make for the general advance-

hs!O



ﬁ,y was, esnmatmg the Wm‘k of another revolum:m !
 ' ing his hearty felicitations to Ambedkar on his Goldes
ubilee, Savarkar observed: * Ambedkar's pcrsunahty, erudition
and capacity to lead and orgamse would have by themselves
ma.rked him out as an outstanding asset to our Nation. But
in. addmon to that the inestimable services he has rendered to
our Motherland in trying to stamp out untouchability and the
results he has achieved in instilling a manly spirit of self-con-
fidence in millions of the Depressed Classes, constitute an
abiding, patriotic as well as humanitarian achievement. The
very fact of the birth of such a towering personality among the
so-called untouchable castes could not but liberate their souls
from self-depression and animate them to challenge the super-
erogatory claim of the so-called touchables.” ! “With great
admiration for the man and his work,” Savarkar concluded,
“I wish Dr. Ambedkar a long, healthy and eventful life.”
The Bombay Provincial Hindu Sabha by a special resolu*
tion felicitated Ambedkar on his Golden Jubilee. = |
. Mr. Horniman, the editor of the Bombay Sentinel, said |
that Ambedkar's great intellectual qualities and his service to
the country and his community had put him in the front-rank.
of great men of India, and added that his work would com
mand the respect and gratitude of all those concerned for the
achievement of human freedom throughout the world generally‘ ’
and India particularly. : ;
1
3

The last meeting orgamsed by the Jubilee Committee was
held at Kamgar Maidan, Parel, Bombay, under the pxemdent-
ship of Mr. Donde, the chairman of the Celebration Committee,
when Ambedkar was presented with a purse of Rs. 880. In
reply Ambedkar asked the mammoth gathering to discontinue
‘the habit of celebrating his birthday ; for, according to him, ap’?
society which idolised and raised a mere man to the level of|"
God was set well on the path of destruction. No one, h"e\“
obsetved, was endowed with superhum an and divine attributes
and one rose and fell through one's own efforts.

Reviewing the progress of the Depressed Classes, he said
that there was considerable improvement in their political,
social and economic conditions. He declared that willingly or
unwillingly the Depressed Classes formed a limb of the Hindu
Society and added that he had staged the Mahad and Nasik |

. 1 Quoted in full by Bhide Guruji in Frog Hindustan dated 14-4-1046,
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les to make the Hmdus accept the Depressed Glasses 0 L
of equality ; but the desired effect was not achieved. He
‘ +sounded a note of warning to the British that any scheme
_ which did not recognise their legitimate aspxramons and rights
~ would be resisted by them with every mieans in their power.
To Hindus he said that if they accommodated ‘them, 'the
Depressed Classes would fight thetr battles shoulder to showlder
thh r.hem. ‘

v

. News came in the third week of June 1942 that the Viceroy
‘was about to expand his Executive Council. Among the pro-
bable names were Sir C. P. Ramaswami Iyer, Sir Mubammad

il “Usman, Dr., Ambedkar, Sir J. P. Srivastava, Sir Jogendra Singh,
. Mr. M. N. Roy, Mr. Jamnadas Mehta and Sir Shanmukham

Chetty. On July 2, names were announced and excepting the

last three all were included in the Executive Council making

the strength of Indians 14 as against 5 Europeans.

Ambedkar’s appointment did not become the subject of

'hostlle criticism. The Congress papers criticised it softly say-

ing that it might bring in good for the labour. The Sunday

Standard of Bombay said that it was an ideal portfolio for a

i man who had spent his lifetime championing the cause of the

 underdog and fighting for labour's rights. If the independent

i; Dr. Ambedkar, added the paper, did not become a thorn in

. the side of the Government, he would not become a rubber-
~stamp either, The Times of India, Bombay, observed that it

was the first time in the history of the country that an untouch-

able Hindu was appointed a Member in the Executive Council
of the Government of India.

And indeed it was an unprecedented event. Never before
in the history of India a member of the Depressed Classes held
such a high office in the governance of the country except one
untouchable who went over to Islam in the last quarter of the
fourteenth century, assumed the name of Khoosro, became a
Sardar of the Khllp King of Delhx, seized the throne of Delhi, re-
turned to Hifiduism, proclaxmed a2 Hindu Raj, and harassed
the Muslims. Yet Ambedkar's appointment was unique from
another point of view, He was the first mass leader to be ap-
pointed to the Viceroy's Executive Council. = Another important

©

B
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i, was that the Depressed Classes had clamoured for
ntment and brought pressure upon Government. Besi

legislation about them in his own country, in Europe and in

America, was profound. Above all he was the first social revolt

to be enthroned in the office of the Chief Executive Council of
India. : ;

A little while ago Ambedkar had an opportunity to create
a record by becoming a Judge of the High Court where he
could have weighed the winning arguments from those persons

who had turned up their noses at him in the High Court. But

he let it off,
Steersman of his own destiny, Ambedkar thus raised him-

self from the dust to doyen. By his great gifts, force of charac-
ter, long patient industry, the love of service, the spirit of
sacrifice and the quality of moral heroism, a poor untouchable |

boy rose to the top of the ladder. He could build a dynamic

personality that exercised a tremendous influence over the
Indian social and political world of thought and wielded an
irresistible power over a section of humanity in Hindustan.

. Ambedkar received hundreds of congratulatory letters and

wires from prominent and leading public men such as Swatan-
tryaveer Savarkar, Sir Tej Bahadur Sapru, Lokanayak Aney, Sir
Sultan Ahmed, the Maharaja of Bikaner, the Chief Justice of
Bombay, Sir Chimanlal Setalvad, Rao Bahadur M. C. Rajah
and several other admirers. )

Ambedkar immediately left for Delhi on July 5, to attend
a meeting of the National Defence Council, and returned to
Bombay on July 11,

On his return a dinner was given in his honour by his

friends and admirers at the Radio Club, Bombay. Speaking

on the occasion, Principal Donde referred to the years of patient :

labour through which they stood by him, and hoped that the
leader would end the slavery of his people and succeed in ame-
liorating the conditions of the labouring masses of India.
Ambedkar said in reply that he was born of the poor, was
brought up among them, lived among them, had slept like them
_ on the damp floor covered with sack-cloth, and shared the sor-

row of his people. He promised to remain absolutely un-

changed in his attitude to his friends and to the rest of the

He V‘wé\s‘ equipped as few Indians of that rank were in the past.
His study of the world labour movement and the problems and




Bambay Municipal Labour Union held a meeting to congratu-

. of what he would accomplish would depend upon the colleagues
in the Council. At another meeting held at the R, M. Bhat
_ High School Bombay, by the peasants of the Konkan sttz icts
and States, Ambedkar declared that he would never surrender
. in the battle he would have to wage for prowctmg and advanc-
. ing the interests of the working classes in India; but added
V, that he would not at the same time threaten his colleagues in
the Cabinet with his resignation at every point of minor differ-
_ence, Replying to a charge that a separate organisation for the
D&preseed Classes was pre]udwml to the interests and solidarity
of the Labour Classes in general, he observed that the struggle
h;ch comprnsed the lowest strata of the society was bound to
help in the amelioration of all other sections of the working
ass because when the bottom-most stone in a structure was
shifted from its place, those above it were bound to be shaken
out of their positions. He pointed-out that the caste Hindu
jlabouuro:rm had not outgrown their prejudice against the
Depressecl Class labourers. Mr. Anantrac Chitre, who presided
over the function, urged Ambedkar to. cxtend the field of his
mﬁuence and activity of labour movement so as to include the
non- Depressed Class labouring classes and assume the leadership
. of the entire toiling masses of India.
At a reception given by the Mahar Panchayat, Ambedkar
related vividly how he had planned in his boyhood to run away
| from Satara to Bombay to become a mill-worker and how his
| plan to steal the purse of his aunt bad failed. He then im-
i pressed upon his audience that it was true as some of the
I
S

speakers before him had said that the pressure from the
Depressed Classes compelled Government to take him up, but
“he asked them to bear in mind another fact that Government
would not have been able to meet their demand if they had
not among them one with the requisite training and qualifica-
tions for the post.

The Ail-India Depressed Classes Conference was scheduled to

‘meet on July 18 and 19. Ambedkar along with Mr. N. ‘&HW‘J"

; hﬂ next day the Independent Labdur Party and the‘

 late their leader, He told the labourers that although the main
| task before the Executive was the defence of the country, much
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¢ Prcsxdent elect nf‘t‘,& All-India Conference of the Dep j s
Clgsses, reached Nagpur at 9 on the morning of July 1 :

“mammoth crowd of 40,000 people gave a thundering ovation

to their chosen leader and to the President-elect. Leaders fromﬂ i

the Punjab, Bengal and Madras had come to attend it. The
Conference began its session at the: Mohan Park in Nagpur m
‘a very spacious pandal.

Mr, N. Shivraj, President of the Conference, at the outset
congratulated Ambedkar on behalf of the Depressed Classes on
his elevation to the Cabinet and said that this ofﬁce opened a
new avenue for service to the people. ‘

As Ambedkar rose to speak, he was cheered vociferously by
the vast Conference of 70,000 persons. He reviewed the situa-
tion in reference to the claims of the Depressed Classes from the
days of the R.T.C. to the Cripps proposals and described the
~ Cripps proposals as a great betrayal of the Depressed Classes.

Alluding to the demand of the Muslim League for Paki-
stan, he said that when Mr. Jinnah called his community a

minority, the other minorities derived strength from each other ; b
but now that Jinnah called his community a nation, his break- =
away meant that they were left alone to carry on the fight. It
might be, he added, that the Muslims might turn out to be the

very people against whom they might have to raise the staudard‘
of revolt!

The Conference declared the formation of .the All- Indla
Scheduled Castes Federation and put forth their demand for
the establishment of separate village settlements at the cost of
Government. At the end of the Conference Ambedkar made a
moving speech protesting against the charges to the effect that
he was indifferent to society and lived among books. He re-
plied that he had no ill- feeling against anybody and he never
meant any insult to anybody. He had to achieve maximum pro-
gress in minimum time, *Many Hindus regard me as their
enemy. But I have personal friends from even the Brahmin
community. Situated as I am, it has fallen to my lot to lash
the anti-social actions of the Brahmins who treat thy people
worse than dogs and cats and impede their progress,” he con-
cluded. Appreciating the viewpoint of Ambedkar the Hindu,
Madras, asked him to bestow thought on his demands for sepa-
rate settlements and although it might be agreeable from the

%2




| . the same pandal The' j‘ e‘wa@ the Depresmd Llasaes Womens
' Conference which was held under the presidentship of Mrs.
. Sulochanabai Dongre of Amraoti. The Conference was an in-
 dication of the extent of awakening among the women of these
. downtrodden classes and was a tribute to its leaders like Mus.
Indirabai Patil and Mrs. Kirtibai Patil. The Women's Con-
. ference demanded abolition of polygamy and urged institution
~ of pensions and leave with pay for women workers. Addressing
the Samata Sainik Dal Conference which was held under the
‘,‘ptemdemslup of Mr. Gopalsing, O. B., Ambedkar observed that
. he had love for the principle of non-violence but he differen-
| tiated non-violence from abject surrender. He told the volun:
. teers that it did not befit a man to live a life of surrender,
. servitude and helplessness. He declared that he believed with

o karam that destrucuon of the wicked was also a

by Lala _]ainatayan. At Nagpur a regal messenger from Delhi
saw Ambedkar and according to the message, Ambedkar tele-
i graphically took over the charge of the Labour Portfolio on the
. morning of July 20, 1942, from Nagpur. But such was the
| indifference and hatred cultivated by men of the so-called higher
. classes that when the messenger from Delhi inquired of the
people at the Nagpur station and outside about the venue of
_ the Depressed Classes Conference, the messenger was greeted
with indifferent looks or words. .

On his return from Nagpur, Ambedkar attended the last
of the series of receptions held by the Depressed Class Women
of Bombay under the presidentship of Mrs. Donde. He ad-
vised educated girls not to go in for marriage with the youths
of higher classes. In the end, he expressed samtaumn that the
women of the Depressed Classes, cspecxally the Mahar ladies,
were more advanced from the viewpoint of politics than the
Maratha, Bhandari or Agari women.



Labour Member
LA

PmoR to his departure for Delhi on the evening of july a9,
1942, Ambedkar gave an interview to a representative of The
Times of India, Bombay, when he described Gandhiji's all-out
open rebellion as both irresponsible and insane, a bankruptcy
of statesmanship and a measure to retrieve the Congress prestige -
that had gone down since the war started. It would be mad-
ness, he proceeded, to weaken law and order at a time when
the barbanans were at the gates of India for the mastery of
India. The British vis-a-vis Indians were in the last ditch and
if democracy won, no one could stand in the way oE Indms
independence,

The Congress papers bitterly criticised this statement and

‘added that Ambedkar was justifying the British Government’s =
pollcy as a return gift for the Labour Membcrshlp! i
. Ambedkar, however, “'was not alone in opposing the move

of (xandhlp The Muslim League leaders warned the Muslirs
to keep aloof from the proposed struggle of the Congress.
Savarkar declared that the Hindu Mahasabha would join it if
the Congress, before its contemplated struggle, solemnly guaran-
teed that it would irrevocably stand by the unity and integrity
of India. Savarkar, however, foretold that Gandhiji, as was his
wont, would agree not only to one Pakistan but to many.
Ambedkar was now hardly a week in New Delhi in his new
place when the Congress' August struggle started. The Viceroy's
Executive met immediately and resolved that the decision of .
the Congress was a challenge, plunging India into confusion
and anarchy insensely paralysing her efforts in the cause of
buman freedom. ; ;
‘The Congress leaders all over the country were arrested
and put in detention, As a result of their arrests, popular dis- .
content, mass disturbances and their rigorous suppression by
Government plunged the country into turmoil. The Muslims
remained aloof from this struggle. So did the Hindusabhaites,



: mbedkantcs kept zloof from t
[ their efforts on militarisation. ' i
Ambedkar gave expression to his pent-up thoughts in Delhi
 when he spoke at a reception given in his honour by the
i Depressed Classes Welfare Association on August 28. He
. declared that he had no love for office and would be g]ad to
. go back to his work if he found that his efforts to zmpmve the
lot of the masses were unsuccessful. He pointed out that in the
Executive Council the represematlon given to the Muslims was
. three times greater than that given to the Depressed Classes,
. who were almost equal in population strength to the Muslims,
f *He declared that the Depressed Classes resented this.
Though Ambedkar was now in power, he had his carking
| anxieties] He had | no news from his son and nephew, who
were in Bombay where violent political disturbances had taken
 place. He tried to contact them on the phone but in vain.
' So he wrote them an express letter asking them to take the
. utmost care of themselves as he feared that they would be
. marked out on his account as the targets.
' Next month there was a discussion in the Central Assembly‘
. on the political situation in India since the August disturbances,
' Replying to the debate, Ambedkar said that from what he had.
| studied during the last two or three years there was a landslide
’{;\‘ in the prmc:ple of non-violence. As regards the veto whxch was
i
:

vested in the Secretary of State for India, he said that it should
have been vested in the legislatures but since there were no
fresh elections the existing legislatures could not be regaxded
as sutﬁcnently representative.  In December: 1942 Ambedkar
wrote in response to an invitation by the authorities of the
Pacific Relations Committee a Paper on the problem of the
Untouchables in India for the session of the Conference to be
held in December 1942 at Quebec.  Mr, N. Shivraj read it at
the Conference. In it Ambedkar lamented that although
slavery, serfdom and villanage had vanished in different coun-
tries, untouchability existed in India. The Paper appealed in
the end to the American people not to be misled by the Con-
gress Hindu propaganda and asked them to get themselves
satisfied that the Hindu war of freedom would not be the enemy
of the freedom of millions of men who were regarded as Un-
touchables in the land.

On January 17, 1943, Ambedkar paid a visit to Surat where
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g dmssed a le Pioneer Rally. ‘Stressmg the need fo
# training, he told the rally that when Indians wouls
« didependence it would be, the trained soldiers and civil ploneers;pi

who would help in defcndxng the Independence against aggres- ;
sors,

From Surat Ambedkar came down to Bombay and in the‘
evening he was given a reception by the Maratha and allied
communities at the R. M. Bhatt High School. In the course of
his speech he traced the causes that led to the downfall of the
Non-Brahmin Parties which were in power in Bombay and
Madras for full twenty years. He said that the first cause was
that the Non-Brahmin Parties prostituted their positions of
power for providing jobs for their men and nothing more. They
had no broad policy, no broad measures, that benefited the
masses of their followers, the peasants and labourers who were
their main support. What was equally tragic was that those
men who were given jobs by the Non-Brahmin Parties, when
put into the saddle, forgot the class from which they came and
became as insolent and ‘arrogant as any foreigner. Democracy
failed in its full purpose, he proceeded, in the West because it
was in Tory hands. The same would be the position in this
country if the Brahmin minority came to power. He then told
his audience that three things were essential to make a political |
party powerful. The first was that its leader must be so great (
as to be a match for the leaders of other parties. The second ! 5
essential was a disciplined organuatlon and the third was a |
clear-cut programme. These requisites should be fulfilled if
democracy was to succeed in India and to be rescued from the
hands of the Tories,

Ambedkar was invited to Poona to address a meetmg on
January 19, 1943, on the occasion of the birth anniversary of
Ranade, India’s patriot and reformer. Ambedkar went to
Poona and delivered one of the most important speeches in
his life. At the outset he discussed three different theories of
estimating the greatness of a man. Ie observed that the
Augustine theory that history was only an unfolding of a divine
plan in which mankind was to continue through war and suffer-
ing until that divine plan was completed on the day of
judgment, was now a belief only with the theologians. The
theory of Buckle that history was made by Geography and
Physics, and the x:heory ‘of Karl Marx that history was the result




i makmg of hmwry Man was necessary t0 rnb o pneces of
‘ﬂmt to make fire,

Mxhtary heroes left their nations smaller than thcy founded
them and did not affect society. In defining the greatness of
a man, Ambedkar proceeded Carlyle laid emphasis on his

2 sincerity. According to Rosebery a Great Man was launched
;  a_great. natural.or, super-natural force,

ithat all these tests were partial and none was complete.
Summarising his discussion, he opined that a Great Man must
be motivated by the dynamics of a social purpose and must act
as the scourge and scavenger of society. Applying this test to
Ranade, Ambedkar held that Ranade was a Great Man not
‘only by the standards of his time, but was a Great Man accord-
‘ing to any standard. Ranade’s life was nothing but 2 relentless
struggle against social injastice, social evils and for social
_ reforms. Ranade struggled to create rights, to vitalise the con-

i morbid, and to create a social democracy.

and opined that it would be difficult to find two persons who
- would rival Gandhiji and Jinnah for their colossal egotism.
- To .them personal ascendency was everything and the cause
of the country a mere counter on the table; and fawned upon
by flunkeys, they claimed infallibility for themselves.
L . He then observed that Indian journalism was once a pro-
| fession, but now had become a trade. He, therefore, denounced
the writings of the Congress journals as the wr:tmgs. done by
drum boys to glorify their heroes.
In the end he said that hero-worship in the sense of express-
. ing one’s unbounded admiration was one thing and to obey
il ghe hero blindly was a totally different thing.
‘' This speech is published in a book form entitled Ranade,
Gandhi and Jinnah, and Ambedkar writes in the preface that
' no one can hope to make any effective mark upon his time
and bring the aid that is worth bringing to great prineiples
and struggling causes if he is not strong in his love and hatred.
i EI hate,” he continues, * injustice, tyranny, pompousness and

o

 science of the Hindu society which had become monbund and

sccmrge and scavenger born to cleanse. Ambédkar ‘remarked

Ambedkar compared Ramade with Gandhiji and ]mnah ‘
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"'tred as a real force.; They are the reflex of the love I bear‘
Ifor the causes I believe in and I am in no wise ashamed of it

{He hopes that his countrymen will some day learn that the
‘country is greater than an individual.

J' The principle of hate Ambedkar has not imbibed from
Buddhism. The phase of Buddhism was yet to come in his
life. It was Buddha’s eternal rule that hatred never ceases by
hatred, but by love. Ambedkar loves the principle of absolute
non-violence as an end and believes in relative violence as a
means. He is of the opinion that Gandhiji’s non-violence is
derived from Jainism and not from Buddha, who never
stretched it to the extreme view of Jainism.?

1

The ill-prepared and ill-ordered August Revolution came

to an end after a few weeks of violent disorder, mass lawlessness
and mob violence.

. Realising the fiasco, (J'lﬂdhl]l started a twenty-one-day fast
on Februar} 10, 1943, which was a tactical move to force his li
release from the Aga Khan Palace. The fast rocked the whole |

nation, and the Indian sky was filled with cries of * Release
Gandhiji ", Pressure was brought upon the Members of the
Executive Council to resign. Ambedkar and  Srivastava
remained unmoved. Aney, Modi and Sarkar reswned under
nervous pressure. Their resignations created a faint smlle on the

face of the fasting Mahatma. But this had nothing to do much i)

with Ambedkar’s popularity or prestige as a few days after the
end of the fast Sir Chimanlal Setalvad paid Ambedkar a glowing
tribute on his 51st birthday saying that Ambedkar was an out-
standing example of natural intelligence, perseverance and
courage.

Ambedkar was now deeply engrossed in the welfare of the
labouring classes. He knew their wants, vices, virtues and
sufferings. The third meeting of the Standing Labour Com-
mittee, set up during the term of his predecessor, Sir Firoz Khan
Noon, by the Tripartite Labour Conference, met at the Bombay
Secretariat on May 7, 1943, under the presidentship of

L H. V. Desai, My Interviews with Eminent Personalities (Marathi), p. x4
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r. | One of the 1mparmnt pmposals that' «:ame up it
A@r\tmn was. nhe question of setting up ]oun Labﬁu

“ umts employed in war work Such Commmees were estabhshed‘
. in the USA. and the United Kingdom. The second question
. was the establishment of an Employment Exchangm This was
_ to be done in the interests of labourers, so that the skilled and
semi-skilled labour technicians that were bemg trained out under
different schemes should not be thrown out in. the streets ; they i
~ should find avenues of employment. ! :
1 On May 10, 1943, the Bombay Presidency Commlttee of
the Indian Federation of Labour gave in Bombay a tea-party
‘in honour of the Labour Member, Dr. Ambedkar. In a critical
examination of the aims and diffused strength of the Labour
organisations, he deplored the unfortunate split in the ranks of
Labour movement and observed that in his opinion Indian
Labour movement was hollow and most superfluous, He, there-
0 fore, appealed to them to seek out defects and to remedy them,
Tn the end he said that his frank opinion was that Labour ought
to ”wm*k for the establishment of Labour Government in India.
It was not enough, he conduded, that India should get Swara] H
it was more important in whose hands that Swaraj would be,
__ On the same day he addressed the Maharashtra Chamber
of Commerce, Bombay. In the course of his address he said
that the world was sick of war and suﬁerﬁd from three dxseasee,i
The first was imperialism of one nation over another ; the second
was the colour bar which must be tackled and solved in somel|
manner, so that peace might not be disturbed any more ; t;heq
third was poverty. The way out to equalise the posxtlon
between nations was to make a weaker country strong. Recall-
ing then how the representatives of the English and European
‘nations humbled themselves before the Peshwas, he remarked
that the reason why the European nations adoptcd an attitude
of superiority towards the Oriental nations was, in his judgment,
their potential economic and industrial strength, He, therefore,
held that India’s economic and industrial strength would resolve
thg: problem of imperialism and the problem of colour.
As to the problem of poverty, he expressed horror at the
Lhought of the sky-soaring daily expendxture the nations incurred
‘in destroying the civilisation of Man. He said he could not
‘understand -why Britain :whe. spent fourteen 'crores: per day
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- a in her way exmrmously, should not spend half of i
quidation of poverty in peace time, to better ' the lot of the
suffering humanity. * The world will have,” he concluded, " to .
make amends, will have to surrender and give up some of the
cherished prlvﬂeges in order that poverty may be abolished.”
Just at this time discussions were going on in the news-
papers on a scheme put forth by Ambedkar to solve the polmml
deadlock. The scheme contemplated an Act of the British
Parliament for the setting up of a Delimitation Committee and?
the holding of two plebiscites. According to the first Plebvscxteg‘, i
the Muslims were to determine whether they wanted Pakistan/
and the second was to decide whether the non-Muslims in the
proposed Pakistan wanted to stay in Pakistan or not. ' If the
non-Muslims preferred to stay in Pakistan, the scheme suggested '
no change in the existing boundaries. If they declared their
opposition to be in Pakistan, a boundary commission was to
be appointed to demarcate the predominently populated Muslim |
Districts, and at the end of two years it was to be decxdcd
whether the Muslims wanted separation or not. :
The second session of the Tripartite Labour Conference
under the presidentship of the Hon'ble Labour Minister, Dr.
. Ambedkar, was held at New Delhi on the 6th and 7th September

: 1948, when in a very impressive and appealing speech Ambedkar
defined the demands of the labour for food, clothing, shelter,

‘ eﬂucatmn, cultural amenities and health resources. A resolu-
tion to set up a machinery to investigate questions of wages
and earnings and to collect material on which to plim a policy
of social security for labour, was adopted.

In the same month Ambedkarsgave an interview regarding
the proposals put forth by Mr. Curtin for an Imperial Con-
sultative Council. Ambedkar stated that it was in the interest
of the Dominions to make India a willing partner in the British
Commonwealth, but at the same time declared that Indians had
no love for the empire because the empire recognised Indians
as subjects and not as citizens of equal status.

~In the next month the Central Assembly passed an

important resolution moved by Mr. Pyarelal Kuril Talib, a
Member for the Depressed Classes from U.P., for the removal

 of restrictions on the Depressed Class men in the mxhtdry forces
against holding posts of officers. -
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Ambedkar had now some satisfaction that he conld ad
e .vépresentation of the Depressed Classes in the Centri
Assembly as well as in the Council of States, Enumerating the
'benefits he had secured since his taking office he told in
November 1943, in New Delhi, the leaders and workers of the
‘Depressed Classes that he had secured 81 per cent appointments
in Government posts, reserved seats for technical education
_ of the Depressed Class students in London and one more seat
in the Central Assembly and got one created in the Council
of States. ‘ ' i e !
. Ambedkar's insistence on securing a fixed percentage of
Government posts for Depressed Classes sprang from two reasons.
He was absolutely convinced that but for caste Hindu pre-
 dominance in Government services it would have been well-nigh
_impossible for the caste Hindus to perpetuate tyranay over the
. Depressed Classes. Secondly, Government jobs increased the
_ possibility of their getting justice in Government dealings in
addition to raising their economic status. i
A South Indian officer serving in Delhi once taunted
Ambedkar by saying that his politics was a hunt for jobsl
'Ambedkar answered back: *If it is so, why do you hold 90 per
. cent of the jobs? Why don’t you get out from the jobs which you
treat with contempt, and make room for us?” b
The Standing Labour Committee met again at Lucknow
on January 26, 1944, under the chairmanship of AmbedKkar,
‘From there Ambedkar proceeded to Kanpur where the annual
 session of the Scheduled Castes Federation was held on
January 29. ; o ‘
; Mr. N. Shivraj, the President, said that the Depressed Classes
were not against the transfer of power provided the demands
of the Depressed Classes set forth at the Nagpur Session in
July 1942 were conceded. ,

In his address to the mammoth gathering Ambedkar
declared that the Government of India must be shared by the
Hindus, Muslims and Untouchables and if the Depressed Classes
did not get a proper share in the conduct of the national Gov-
ernment, they would launch a struggle to achieve that object.
He advised students to take the fullest advantage of the facilities
offered by Government for studies in technical and higher fields,
and appealed to the young leaders not to misunderstand the
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.«4 mg eﬁergy and unswerving fzuth
27 In Aprill 1944, Ambedkar took another step to better the

ot of iabourers 'He moved an amending Bill proposing holi-

day& with pay for mdustrml workers employed An perennml
famorms
A few days aiter this Gandhiji was releascd on healthf
grounds from internment in the Aga Khan Palace in Poona. He
went to Panchgani from where Rajagopalachari declared that he |
had sent a new offer to Jinnah which had been approved of by | |
Gandhiji during his fast in internment. The nationalist press |
~ kept a guilty silence over the treacherous offer. The Liberal *‘
leaders described the offer as a danger to India’s security, and }
Savarkar declared that Rajagopalachari alone was not the vxllam
of the tragedy AR

I
; Ambedkar, who looked at this grim tragedy with the eyes

| of a constitutional expert, regarded this action of Rajagopala-
 chari as a return to sanity which action he had condemned a
. short while ago, in his paper to the Pacific Relation Committeel -
- Ambedkar welcomed Candhl]ls acceptance of the principle of
vivisection, but felt that it would have been better had the
offer been made by Gandhiji himself and if it had been an

why Jinnah turned down the offer; there were risks in a ple-

}L biscite, but at any rate people must be the final judges.
; . Ambedkar was.sorry.that Gandhiji took such a long time,

; to the conclusion. In order to have a dig at the Con-
gressites he said he was sorry that Gandhiji should have thrown
} overboard his friends, who, believing that Gandhiji was firmly
‘opposed to Pakistan, went on opposing it and were now made
to look small. Ambedkar added that the Hindu-owned press
could be depended upon to suppress the voice of the Hindu
Mahasabha, He was right. The Hindu Sabha was the
last hayen of those who were wedded to the integrity of India
and what Ambedkar said about the press.came out true, It
suppresscd the voice of the Hindu Mahasabha. But it is very
atrang,e that in his second edition of Thoughts On Pakistan

unccmdmonal ‘one. He further said he could not understand = |



: ~~cemg Gandhqrs growing gestures to the Leag'ue Lord
Ambedkar, too, held out the olive branch to Gandhiji and
thought that the Mahatma would be in a mood to compromise
with the leader of the Untouchables. In his letter to Gandhiji
he observed that in addition to the settlement of the Hindu-
‘Muslim problem, the settlement of the problem of the Hindu-
Untouchables was necessary if the Indian political goal was

to be achieved, and added that on his own part he was willing

to formulate points on which a settlement was necessary. In

“his letter dated the 6th August 1944, Gandhiji replied that with

him the question of the Depressed Classes was of a religious
and social | reform. Although he knew, he concluded,
Ambedkar’s ability, and * would love to own you as my col-
league and co-worker, I know to my cost that you and 1 hold
_ different views on this very important question ”. Licks to those
. who are aggressive and Kkicks to those who are feeblc As a
- politician, Gandhiji was no exception to this. :

‘ At the end of August 1944 Ambedkar visited Calcutta.
| There he was presented with an address by a number of Sche-
 duled Castes organisations. ' Replying to the address, Ambedkar
. said that the new constitution would make India a Dominion.
‘He told the audience that victory was in sight and what he

 wanted from them was.unity. He declared that it was good

on the part of the Viceroy to tell Gandhiji that for the transfer
of power a tripartite agreement was necessary among the Hindus,
Muslims and the Depressed Classes, In the end he said if the
Hindu Mahasabha conceded his demands, he would join the
Hindu Mahasabha and if the Congress did so, he would  join
the Congress. ‘

Reterring to his Calcutta speech, Dr. Moonje wrote a letter
to the leader of the Depressed Classes just after his Calcutta
speech and asked him to put forth his demands ; but he received
no reply. The Mahasabhaites had never opposed the demands
of the Depressed Classes.

. Ambedkar then visited Hyderab'xd Deccan, Speaking at
a meeting there, Ambedkar once again reiterated his new
demand that the Depressed Classes were a separate element. He
declared that the Depressed Classes also did not lag behind in
their love for India’s freedom, but they: . wanted the Inde-

S\ DR AMBEBEAR LIFF AND MISson
dkar descnbed this very schemc as a snave whxch dxd n@l
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dence of their wmmumty along wnh the mdependen L
Jcountry, 4
, Ambedkar thm proceeded to Madras. On ‘hig arrival he | .
received a Memorandum from the Tamil Nad Deprcssed Class
Churistian Association, It stated that since they were drawn from
the Depressed Classes, their social and economic position was
the same as that of their brethren from the Hindu fold. It
further observed that the caste Christians continued to retain
their castes even after conversion and ill-treated the Depressed
Class Christians. The Missionaries did not in any way try to
curb the attitude of the caste Christians, The Memorandum,
therefore, appealed to Ambedkar to redeem them from the
i slavery at the hands of caste Christians and other communities,
' On September 22, 1944, Ambedkar was presented with an |
address by the Madras Municipal Corporation at the Rippon
Bmldmg ‘Members of the Congress Municipal Party were
conspicuous | by their absence. Replying to the address,
i Ambedkaf said that he was not opposed to a National Govern-
ment or Swaraj or Independence. He, however, added that
history did not warrant the assumption that once a Parlia-
. mentary Government was established on adult suffrage, it would
end all human sufferings. If the National Government fell in
‘the hands of the Governing class which believed in one com- |
munity and one class being entitled to education and prosperity
and that the people of other communities were born to live
and die in servility, then a National Government in the hands "
of that class would not be bettér than the existing one. B
In the evening Ambedkar was presented with an address
by the Andhra Chamber of Commerce. The address was glad |
to note that Ambedkar had given a new orientation to the i
attitude of the Government towards labour and added that its = |
main feature was the development of mutual understanding of |
|
|

the viewpoints of the employees and the workers and the Goy-
ernment. Immediately after this function, the Hon’ble Labour
Member, Dr. Ambedkar, was entertained at a teaparty by |
Kumararaja Sir Muthiah Chettiar on the lawns of * Chettinad |
House ", .

Next evening the M. & §. M. Railway employees, belonging
to both the Scheduled Castes and non-Scheduled Castes, pre-
sented the Labour Member with addresses. In reply Ambedkar
said that he was happy to see that in Madras for the first time

A
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kets of both the sections had joined together ina meeti
told them that they must stand together to put an end to
“poverty. He further observed that the capture of political
power was far more important than organising trade unions.
! On the morning of September 24, he addressed a public
| wmeeting held under the auspices of the Madras Rational Society
at the Prabhat Talkies. In the course of his speech he said
that no country in the ancient past had such a tremendous and
~dynamic political life as the ancient Indians. India had been
a land of revolutions in compamson to which the French Revo-
lution would be only a ‘Bagatelle® and nothing more. The
'1 fundamental fact, observed Ambedkar, was that there had been s
| in ancient India a great struggle between Buddhism, which
| had ushered in a revolution, and Brahminism, which had
launched a‘countemevolutlon‘ The quarrel was on one issue
and that was “what is truth” ? Buddha said that truth was
something to which any one of the ‘Dasha Indriyas’ could
| bear witness. The Brahmins said that it was something which
was declared by the Vedas. And analysing some aspects of the
Vedas, Ambedkar further said that certain portions of the Vedas
were a forgery introduced at a later stage. He was surprised,
he added, that so clever a people as the ancient Brahmins should
have insisted upon fastening such tremendous sanctity and
~ authority on such books as contained nothing but tomfoolery.
# Today we are in the grip of counter-revoluuomrles, and unless
we do something very quickly,” he concluded, ** we may bring
| greater disaster to this country.” !

In the afternoon Ambedkar spoke at a luncheon party given
in his honour by Mr. P, Balasubramanya Mudaliar at Hotel
Connemara.  Analysing the causes of the downfall of the Non-
Brahmin Party, he said that many of them tried to become
second class Brahmins and it occurred to him that they had
not abandoned Brahminism which they were slavishly aping,
and holding to its ideal. He stressed the need for a good leader,
good organisation aund a clear-cut ideology for the Non-Brahmin
Party.

In the evening Ambedkar was presented with addresses at
the Memorial Hall, Park Town, by different Scheduled Castes
Federations and the South Indian Buddhists’ Association,
Replymg to the addresses, he strongly defended the V:cemys

*Yhe Free Press Journat dated 26-9-1944.
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the Communities’ position. in the national{ [ife
hen turned to certain remarks made by Srir

ion an
Lol o

Sasiri that :
gathering would be inimical to the general interests of the coun-
try. Ambedkar frankly said that there was nothing disgraceful

Ambedkar’s presence at the international peace |

in the record of his own public life that would make!it a shame

for him to be seated at any international gathering on India's
behalf. He added that Sastri was the lap dog of the British
4 | Government and if he had achicved anything great or inter-
| national popularity, it was particularly due to the fact that the

recalling some events from the proceedings of the R. T. Con-

Gandhi, Sastri and others.  Although the Depressed Classes had,
Edward Carson had adopted saying “ Damn your safeguards "',

Home Rule with a small condition attached to it, namely rea:
sonable safeguards. In spite of the Brahminical rule under
which the Depressed Classes suffered for the past two thousand
years, they were patriotic enough to ask for only just demands.

question .

I Mr BV Ramaswami, leader of the Justice Party, on the politi-

. he was presented with addresses by the District Scheduled Castes
' Federation, Christian Federation, the West Godavari District
Board and the Ellore Municipal Council. »

Replying to the Municipal address, Ambedkar, said that
e of the defects which he had noticed in Gandhiji was his

er have dreamt that just at the time when India was about to
h her destiny, she would be cut into parts. Turning to the
hlem of minorities, he said that Gandhiji's attitude to the
em was the same as Lincoln had adopted towards the Negro

em. Pagsionately devoted to the Union, Lincoln issued the
ation of Freedom for the slaves in 1862 to win the

1'The Free Press Journal dated 26-0-1044.

N\ % ferences, he declared that if India had been let down at the
R.T.C., it was not by him or the Scheduled Castes but by

he proceeded, a thousand excuses to adopt the attitude that Sir

\ He, therefore, appeated to the Hindu brethren to reverse their
mentality and said: “ Let us come to terms, and settle the

| British Government was pleased to make him a show-boy.! And ‘

\they were large-hearted enough to support the demand for

. During his stay in Madras he had a long discus:zi&n with |

! . cal problems in Madras. Ambedkar then went to Ellore where

%

mplete lack of vision and the founders of the Congress must |
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radded that if a constitution accepted by all Parties could be
| drafted, Gandhiji could see the British Prime Minister as the
| single and solitary representative of India. il
| Since the departure of Ctipps Ambedkar worked furiously
. to impress upon the country and the British Government that
. the Depressed Classes were an important element and demanded
a recognised place in the social, economic and political structure
of the Indian society. That was the long and short of his
whirlwind propaganda, and his arguments won the Viceroy over.
. Describing this growing struggle of the Depressed Classes,
. T'he Times of India in a balanced and brilliant editorial said:
! Gandhi’s country-wide demonstrations of friendliness with the

‘unfortunately proved that the temporary flood of goodwill was
 more a demonstration of regard for the Congress leader than an
. expression of genuine concern.” The editorial added that
. reforms like temple entry, opening of wells and common crema-
. tion grounds barely touched the fringe of the problem and any
~ attempt to sidetrack the issue would in the long run prove
disastrous to the country’s interest, 0 ‘
| In the last week of November Ambedkar attended in Poona
| a function held in his honour by Rajbhoj. Speaking at the
function, Ambedkar said that every religious book written in
. olden times was also a political book ; and the Geeta must be
considered a political book aimed at upholding the teachings
of the Vedas and raising Brahminism to a supreme position.
During this period the Sapru Committee was busy preparing
' proposals to solve the Indian deadlock. Ambedkar refused to
|| cooperate with it as some of the members of the Committee
did not inspire any confidence in him.

In the first week of January 1945, Ambedkar visited
Calcutta. Performing there the inaugural ceremony of the
People’s Herald, a weekly organ of the Scheduled Castes, he
said that the Congress after Gandhiji’s death would be blown
to pieces. He stressed the importance of the Scheduled Castes
Federation and added that it would be an eternal party in the
country from the political and moral point of view, and because

1 The Hindu dated 20-9-1044. ‘
4 The Times of Indin dated 26-9-1044.

Of the Negroes for the Northern Smm.,(smilagL
idhiji wanted freedom but also Chaturvarnya Dharma.

- Depressed Classes were more spectacular than real.? Experience




jadhavs place and the next morning the cook and all servants

~ of this Rarlway Congiliation Officer refused to serve at his place

as Ambedkar, an Untouchable, had dined with him! And yet

Ambedkar was the Hon'ble Labour Membw of the Chlef Esecu- ‘

tive Council of Indiaf

Lord Wavell, the Vléezroy. ﬂcw to London in March 1945
to discuss the Parity proposals contained in the Pact made

between Bhulabhai Desai and Liaquat Ali Khan. The Pact
was later supported by the Sapru Committee whose imdmgs were
cabled to Loxd Wavell in Landon

v

In the meanwhxlo Ambed]\ar took out the second edxtxon

of his book Thoughts On Pakistan under a new title Pakistan e "

or Partition of India, adding one more chapter to the book
Although he admxtted the cultulal and geographical unity o

Indm and stated how two or more than two nations lived under_‘

one constitution in Canadd, Switzerland and South Africa, he

saxd that Pakistan should be conceded for a sure defence of
free Indm :md for the sentmlents of the Mushrm who wanted o

to be a natmn. A

Vlgorous mtémpts were. now bc.mo made to solve tlw pohtb e
: cal deadlock. There were about nine schemes outlined by
dxﬁ‘erent leaders of note as alternatives to Pakistan. = They were:
the Crxpps proposals, Prof. Reginald Coupland's regional
scheme, Sir Ardeshir Dalal’s plan, M. N. Roy’s scheme, Dr,

Radhakumud Mukher]eeq plan and Sir Sultan Ahmed's scheme
and others,

Ambedkar, too, unfoided his plan on Sunday May 6, 1945
when he addressed the annual session of the Scheduled Castes
Federation at Parel in ‘Bombay, Declaring that the majority
\ule was untenable in theory and unjustifiable in practice, he

proposed we:ghtages to be given to the minority communities

in their representation in the legislatures and asked the Hindus

to be satisfied with a relative majority. Although his plan

ensured a umted India, he appealed to the Muslims to accept

his p an as it plomxsed them better security, a continuance of
3 !

Durmg hxs smy at C.alcutta Ambedkar dmed at D (:
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age and relieved them from the fear of Hmdu domt
b/ The most .prominent feature of the plan was. that t
Depressed Classes were to hold the balance of power and the
- aboriginals were not to get any representation as according to
Ambedkar they were devoid of political sense. The plan
regarded the proposal for a Constituent Assembly as abso]utely
superfluous, an act of supererogation and a dangerous proposi-
tion that might involve the country in a civil war, Much of
the Constitution was ready under the 1935 Act. The plm
brushed aside the Sapru Committee’s report.
i The plan was severely criticised by the Press. The Times
f ; of India, notorious for its partiality for non-Hindus, said that
' although the plan might appear to be a poetical justice to an
| outsider, it suffered from extremism, and described it as one
)I  raising the Depressed Classes fo the status almost of a new
( herrenvolk. Ambedkar’s plan surpassed the Sapru proposals in
its blow to the Hindus on one more count. It proposed that
the Prime Minister and other caste Hindu Ministers should be
,pelected by the representatnves of the Minorities whﬂe the repre-
sentatives of the Minorities in the Ministry were to be elected
by Minorities themselves. The consensus of opinion among the
Hindu journals was that Ambedkar aimed at a minority rule
_over Indial Had Ambedkar been a caste Hindu leader, he would
’ _ have blown up this scheme, But unfortunatcly he was on the
 other side. Nowhere 1n the history of the world a national
. majority had ever been ‘subjected to such humiliation, they
| ddded. |
- Thakkar attacked Ambedkar for denymg representation to
| the aboriginals and Ambedkar said in reply: “1 have never
‘claimed to be a universal leader of suffering humanity. The
problem of Untouchables is quite enough for my slender
strength. . . . I do not say that other causes are not equally
noble. But knowing that life is short, one can only serve one
cause and I have never aspired to do more than serve the Un-
touchables.”” He added that he did not include the aboriginals
in the scheme because they had not as yet developed the political
capacity which was necessary to exercise political power for one’s
own good. These very arguments were used by -the higher
 classes when they opposed the enfranchisement of the lower and
especially the Depressed Classes! :
The Hon'ble Labour Member was entertalned at a party
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1 in hl& honour by a group of friends at ‘(”‘afe M
'«baty, on' May 20. Speang on the occasion, he said

ing to International Law, meant perfect sovereignty, he added.
e ]une 1945 another solid work by Ambedkar appeared
in the market. [Its title was What Congress And Gendhi Have
Done To The Untouchables. Polemic in its violence, vigorous
in its style, powerful in its appeal, replete with a wealth of
convincing statistics and an array of forceful arguments, the
book burst upon the Congress Party like a bombshell. The main
thesis of the book is that the advertised Harijan uplift work
of the Connrrcss Party, since the Congress adopted it in 1917 as

one of its pianks, was actuated more by the desire to prevent |
the Depressed Classes from appearing as a separate clement in

. the national life than by the desire for the actual removal of

disabilities of the Untouchables. Criticising the work of

- Gandhiji, Ambedkar p.xid a rare tribute in this book to Swami

Shraddhananda by praising him as the greatest. champmn ofl

_the Untouchables.

The most important part of the book begms when Ambedkar ,
warns the Depressed Classes to beware of Gandhi amd Gandhism.

According to him Gandhism is nothing
village li f ,,a return to nature, to ammal

equ‘ﬁ‘hty, it is a reacuonary phxlosophy from both the socxal and
economic points of view, blazing on its banner the call for retum
to antiquity, If there is any ism, he ‘further observes, which

has made full use of religion as an. opium to lull the people |

mto false beliefs and false security, it is Gandhlsm So he
warns the Untouchables to be on their guard against the ‘inroads
of Gandhism.

In the end the book utters a warning to the radicals in
America and Britain to beware of the Indian Tories who were
misusing the slogan of liberty to befool and befog the world.
It declares that to Gandhiji removal of Untouchdbxhty was a
platform and not a programme of action and so Gandhiji was
not the liberator or emancipator of the Untouchables. The
book is dedicated to an English lady with whom the author,
Ambedkar, had studied the Bible during his London days.

The book evoked a bitter controversy. The Deputy

“was better for India to prefer Dummlon Status to Inde-
e if they could not retain it. Dominion Status, accord-




B, Rajagopalacharn, tried his hand butvhts replyiw A
& Avas what penknife is to a, hammer. A better reply came”
om ‘Mr. Santhanam but without scho}arshxp, originality and
statisties and thus Ambedkar’s book remained undemolished.
‘Ambedkars violent opposition to Gandhxsm on rationalistic
 basis ‘was not a new phase. Ten years ago he had told an
American official who grew lyrical about Gandhism that the
American was either a hypocrite or a lunatic and asked him
. why the Americans did not scrap their army and navy and pull
_ down factories and skyscrapers, and go back to primitive times.
,He further told the American official that men like him did not
ieve in Gandhism and only succeeded in mislcadmg both
he Indians and the Americans.
| After a stay of nine weeks in London, Lord Wavell returned
‘to India in the first week of June with the so-called Wavell
Plan, He released the Congress leaders from jails and con-
vened a couference at Simla in the last week of June 1945
/| The pity of it was that the Congress represented the caste
lindus through its Muslim Prcsxdont Maulana  Azad, the
Muslims were represented by Jinnah, the Scheduled Castes by
‘Mr. N. Shivraj and the Sikhs by the Sikh representative, and
all the ex-Premiers of Provincial Governments attended the
 Conference.. The Hindu Mahasabha was dropped out as an
inconvenient body. | Ambedkar, being a Member of the Execu-
tive, could not take part in it. But he was preparing the case
\ for the Scheduled Castes. His contention was that the Sche-
. duled Castes should have three seats in the Central Executive
_on the basis of population if the Muslims had five, The Con-
ference broke on the question of | the personnel of the interim
Ministry, the Congress insisting on Muslim nominees of its own.

Vv

In July Britain went to polle and there was a landslide
against the Tories and Labour came into powcr ]ap’—m also
surrendered, Ambedkar appreciated the courage shown by the
British electorates in destroying the lead of the governing classes.

The Labour Member was back in Bombay for a while.
During his stay he addressed the Students’ Union of the I"ata
Institute of Social Sciences in the last week of July 1945. He
declared that the compulsory. congiliation or arbitration was a



vantage to Labour and hoped to ma‘ke that pu
ofoa «ammt feature of the Labour Code. He added thalH&
ped to retain all the Technical Training Schools started by i
the Government of Indm as part of the educatmnal syptem of |
the coumry '

In the last week of Aug'ust the Stmdmg Labour Comnunee
meL at New Delhi and discussed rules for the Industrial housing,
employer’s responsibility and holidays with pay Ambedkar .k
premded over the deliberations. i

In the meanwhile Lord Wavell again went to London ol
‘the latter part of August 1945 to take counscl. He returned
to India after the middle of September and announced general L
elccrlons. ‘ ‘

All the Parties entered the election arena. The Congress, L
backed by a gigantic ’purse and giant election machinery, entered
with the “ Quit India” slogan ; Jinnah, backed by the Pakistan
purse, entered with the  Pakistan or Perish ' slogan ; the Hindu
Mahasabha with * Independence and Integrity of India”; and
Ambedkar’s Scheduled Castes Federation with no electmncermg
machmery or funds. Ambedkar started the election propaganda
at a meeting in Poona, on October 4, where he stressed three
points. He emphasized that the Depressed Classes should not
believe in the lead of the Congress which was full of surrenders
and a tool in the hands of the capitalists and socially
indifferent ; it never strove to remove their disabilities and
to redress their grievances. The remedy lay in their hands and =
therefore they should capture the political power which was
their life-blood. They should develop into a ruling race and
guard their rxghm, otherwise they would remain on paper. He
enumerated the benefits and rights he had secured for them
during his short term of office. In the end he said that the i
coming elections were a matter of life and death to them and :
more so because the Constitution-making body was likely to
‘be elected by the provincial legislatures.

Ambedkar returned to New Delhi. There he presided over |
the Seventh Indian Labour Conference which met on November
27, 1945, In his Presidential Address he observed: “Labour |
may ask the moneyed classes a pertinent question saying °if
you do not mind paying taxes to meet the expenditure on war, |
why do you object to raising funds when their purpose is to
_raise labour standard?’ How many uneducated persons could
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esmred to health 1f me money spem on war. had‘jbe
¢ on public welfare? ”

| The election propamnda was n now, launched by chc Sche-

{duled Gastes Federation with greater vigour. To give an
| impetus to their election work, they held a Provincial Con-
 ference at Ahmedabad on November 29 and 80, 1945, Mr.
. Parmar presided. Ambedkar went to attend the Conference.
. Leaders of the Roy Party, the Communists and the Hindu Sabha
| also met him at the station. = All Mills were closed. Addressing
_ the Conference in a spacious pandal called Buddhanagar on
. the bank of the Sabarmati, Ambedkar told the vast crowd that

whatever benefits they were enjoying had been secured by him
and not by Gandhiji who had sought the help of the Muslims
to oppose their demands,
. On November 30 the Ahmedabad Mumcxpahty presented
hxm with an address. Replying to the address, he declared that
if drastic action had not been taken by Government in August
942, India would have been overrun by the Japanese and the
ermans. He thanked the Municipality for the honour it had
one him and said the treatment it had given him on the
occasion stood in glaring contrast—he would not say cruel con-
trast—to that of his own Bombay City Corporation which had
refused to include in its agenda a re.soluuon for presenuug an
ddress to him. ‘

Ambedkar maugurated a Conference of the reglonal Labour

- Commissioners at the Bombay Secretariat in the first week of

December 1945.  In his inaugural address he said that three
[things were necessary to mitigate or prevent industrial disorder,
¢ namely, a machinery for conciliation ; secondly, an amendment
| of the Trade Disputes Act; and thirdly, minimum wage legis-
| lation, He said that the first was already in operation and he

.hoped to put forth proposals for the remaining two before long.

Giving his views on the possibilities of achieving industrial

‘peace, he observed that industrial peace on the basis of power

was no longer a possibility, On the basis of law, it was possible,

‘but not certain. Based on social justice, he continued, it was

a hopeful proposition. It evolved a triangular approach which
must start with the workers who must recognise on their part
the duty to work, which was the same as elimination of shirk-

ing, The employer on his part must pay reasonable wages



| 1abour, welfare‘, and thxrdly the State and the sacxety must
realise that the maintenance of proper industrial relations was
2 public affair and not a mere matter of a contract between
the employer and the employee. Mr, 8. C. Joshi, Chief Labour |
Commissioner, said in his welcome address that the industrial 5
relations machinery was neither the advocate nor the opponent
of any of the two parties to the Industry-—the employer and |
the employece. ‘ ‘ i
Ambedkar immediately went to Manmad to address a |
Conference of the Scheduled Castes Federation. There he ;
declared that his efforts in securing an agreement with the Con: = |
gress for several years on the rights of his people had failed
and there was no alternative but to capture all seats reserved !
for them. He then addressed a meeting at Akola and proceeded |
to Nagpur where at a public meeting, on December 13, he
demanded a blueprint from the Congress about the self-govern-
ment that was to be ushered in.  He explained how the Congress
campaign for the removal of Untouchability had proved an utter
failure and cited how during his recent visit he could have only I
a distant view of the famous Jagannath temple at Puri from |
the terrace of a neighbouring house. ,
Ambedkar then made a tour of Southern India to give
a‘ fillip to the election work of his Party in that Province. At
Madras he described the Congress election Manifesto as humbug |
as it said nothing about the future constitution. He next visited
Madura and made an election speech. Proceeding to Coimba-
tore, he declared at a public meeting there that the coming
elections would determine the constitution of the country, and
reiterated  his demands for guaranteed representation in the
legislatures and executive services, for sufficient money for edu- |
cation and provision of lands in villages, Some newspapers and ‘
leaders eriticised Ambedkar for abusing his position as Member |
of the Executive to further the cause of his Party at public |
expense. !
On his way back Ambedkar addressed a gathering of the
_ South Indian Liberal Federation at the Memorial Hall, Park |
Town, Madras. In the course of his speech he traced the growth

5



L !Iﬁdgmatan of the people, but few paople were prepared to

"sauon The Rcvolummary Parcy muld capture the

sacrifice like them, The strength of the (‘ongrcss Party lay in

the fact that it had Gandhi as its leader,*\who appealed to the
_ political-minded as well as to the religious-minded people, 'He

‘advised the Justice Party to have a leader, a pmgramme and i
\ discipline for the success of their Party. ‘

. He then inaugurated the Second Annua1 Conference of thé

Nan Brahmin Lawyers’ Association in the same Hall, In the

course of his speech he made a violent attack on the Manusmriti

~and other Hindu smrlptnres This speech evoked a furious storm
~ among the caste Hindus in Southern India and angry Hindus

showered him with letters which were full of filthy abuse un:

- mentionable and unprintable and full of dire threats to his life,

JImmediately after his Madras speech, he returned to New

. Delhi, In the first week of January 1946 arrived in New Delhi
the British Parliamentary delegation of ten members. During

eir stay in New Delhi they interviewed Ambedkar, Jinnah
nd Nehru on January 10. Their talks with Jinnah lasted for
wo hours. Two hours after their talk with Jinnah eight mem-

bers of the delegation had a 90-minute talk with Ambedkar. -

Then came the turn of Pandit Nehru. The delegatwu had

important talks with other leading politicians in the country.
< They visited some places, surveyed India in their own way for
“faur weeks, and returned home on February 10, 1946.

. Immediately after this interview with the British Delega-

tion, Ambedkar returned to Bombay on January 18, 1946, and
- left for Sholapur. There he was presented with an address by

the District Local Board and the Municipality. He thanked

‘both the institutions for their goodi work for the uplift of the

Scheduled Castes and made a touching reference to Dr. Muley,
the ex-President of the Municipality, ‘ with whose o operation
he had started his public career twenty years ago’. It may

berecalled here that Dr, Muley had helped him in conducting

a hostel at Sholapur for the Depressed Class students. Addressing
a public meeting at the place, Ambedkar declared that if the
Scheduled Castes Federation candidates were not returned, he
would surrender to the Congress, wear a whn:e eip. and work'

. under the Congress!.
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the constxmtmn whmh did not receive. thexr approval woul ‘not
be binding on them. /The Labour Member then left New IDelhl,
returned to Bombay and left for Satara. The election propa-
‘ganda had now reached white heat. After urging the Scheduled
Castes at Satara to elect the 8.C.F. candidates, he visited Belgaum :

: and there addressed a meeting. ‘

‘ . On his return to Bombay, he was presented with a purse

| by the Scheduled Castes of Bombay. Admission to the meeting
was by tickets. In the course of his speech he urged his people
to see  that in a free India they also were citizens, The
Scheduled Castes, he stated, were not asking for a temtomal ‘
division like the Muslims, What they wanted was equal rights
and 16 patronage. If the Congress felt that their demands were

" not just then let the matter be referred to an impartial Inter-
national Tribunal. He said he was prepared to abide by tha
verdict of the Tribunal. ‘ )

st before this speech of Ambedkar, Sardar Patel had

‘ ‘declared that the first concern of the Congress Ministries would
be to destroy the very roots of untouchability by force of law.
He said that Ambedkat’s aspirations for his community were
legmmate but his ways were wrong. Though the Harijans, he
concluded, had been bencfited by the Poona Pact, Ambedkar
commued abusing the Congress Party and Gandhiji.

There was a series of letters in the Press by educated men
from the Scheduled Castes in reply to Sardar Patel, stating how
th® Poona Pact had proved a curse to them.

. Ambedkar left for his official headquarters on February 18
by the evening train. From New Delhi he went to Agra to
attend a conference convened by the U.P. Provincial Scheduled
Castes Federation. It was held under the Presidentship of
Mr. N, Shivraj on March 10. Rao Bahadur Dr. Manikchand
welcomed the delegates. Ambedkar declared at the Conference
that if Swaraj meant conducting Govérnment by majority with|
the cooperation and consent of the minorities, he would wel-'
cpmq such a Swaraj.
~ The Provincial elections were held. The Scheduled Castes
‘wmt on foot to the polling booths as advised by their Baba-
L saheb,. They stood in. ‘queues from early dawn and voted up to
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ast minute. But the Congmsq easdy outnumbered the v
he' Federation with the help of the vast number of  cadt€
idu votes, It was all over with Babasaheb’s Scheduled o
astes Federation.  His party was utterly routed. Absence of
and indifference to the co-operation of caste Hindu votes and
lack of organisation made. Ambedkar eat his words which he
had uttered at Sholapur. This was a stunning blow to his
| prestige as a leader, which drove him to desperation and his
. bitter mind began to think of drastic methods. Congress
defeated  both Ambedkar and Hindu Mabasabha, but the
. Muslim voters pncked the bubble of the Congress prestlge and'
‘ thc:r nationalism. They routed the Congress! !
| The patriotic upsurge emanated from the LN.A. Revolt and
wthew trials, the revolt raised by the Royal Indian Naval ratings
‘and the Royal Indian Air Force seemed to break down the
~ imperial structure. It was a clear indication that the Indian
. army was feeling and experiencing the pangs of freedom.
‘ Polutxﬂcs“ and nationalism = had reached  their ranks  and
}magnetizcd their hearts, The Britishers knew that it was no
Jonger possible for them to keep India in bondage. So on
March 15, the British Prime Minister, Mr. Attlee, acknowledged
India’s right to attain full independence within or even without
‘the British Commonwealih and said that they would not allow
‘ a mmorlty to place their veto on the advance of the majority,
. The British Premier sent out a delegation of three Cabinet
'Mmlsters, Sir Stafford Cripps, A. V. Alexander and Lord Pethick
. Lawrence who was then the Secretary of State for India, to dis-
cuss with Indian party leaders on the spot the question of
resolving the political deadlock. The British Cabinet delegation
. reached New Delhi on March 24, 1946, Numerous interviews,
 high level discussions and delicate deliberations took place in
the Viceregal Lodge. Nehru, Patel, Gandhi, Jinnah, and Dr.
- Mukherjee were intérviewed. But the outstanding feature of the
political scene was that Maulana Azad represented the Congress
7' tyi Mr. Jinnah the Muslim League; and the Nawab of
Bhopal, the Princely India. Thus the whole of Indla was re-
presented by three Muslim leaders. ,

Amidst this atmosphere two representatives of the Mmomy
communities were interviewed by the Mission on ‘April 5. They
were Ambedkar and Master Tara Singh, Elections had made

Ambedkar’s position shaky. He was almost throttled, Autho-
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i=b y the Scheduled Castes Federation as 1ts sole Spok
the Scheduled Castes, he expounded in his intervie

ews and claims of the Scheduled Castes. It was reported that
Ambedkar pleaded his case forcefully and repudiated the accu-
‘sation that the Scheduled Castes were putting a veto on India's
political advancement. He placed a memorandum before the
Mission asking for a provision to be made in the constitution
for the election of the Scheduled Castes through separate electo-
rates, stressed the importance of a new settlement, emphasized
the need for the appomtment of a settlement commission,
demanded adequate representation in the Central and Provincial
Legislatures as also in the Gentral and Provincial Executives, in
the public services and on the public service commissions,
Federal as well as Provincial, and urged for earmarked sums
for their education. The main feature of the memorandum was
that it demanded the inclusion of these safeguards in the new
constitution,

The Mission declared on May 16, 1946, their decision in
the form of a State Papcr according to which they contemplated
a feeble and formal union with three groups of Provinces, the
formation of a Constituent Assembly and an interim Govern-
ment. There was no reference to the demands of the Scheduled
‘Castes in the * State Paper ”.

. As it was now almost decided by the British Gove'mmem
to set up a new Government with the representatives of the
successful Parties, the Viceroy now made it clear to his Cabinet
colleagues that they were to go. Ambedkar left New Delhi and
came down to Bombay in the last week of May 1946,
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O his artival in Bambay, Ambedkar found the atmoaphcre tense
with excitement, There were disturbances in ‘the City between
_ his adherents and the caste Hindus. As the result of this clash,
. the Bharat Bhushan Prmtmg Press c(mducted by his son had
L Been burnt down. He was apprised of the occurrences by the
' 'c;cxetarw/ and other members of the Federation. Ambedkar
‘jmiled a ‘'meeting of the Workmg Committee of the S.C. Fede-
ration at Rajagriha, Bombay, in the first week of ]une 1946,
By a resolution it denounced the British proposals of 16th May'
as mischievous and threatened to resort to direct action if the
wrong done to the Scheduled Castes was not wctlﬁed It con-
emned the hemous acts perpetmted by the gocmdas of the Con-
eSS persuaqxon on persons of Scheduled Castes as the result’ of
ich the Press of Ambedkar was burnt down. He then went
yack to New Delhi, The Viceroy was to set up a caretaker
Government. So the Members of the Executwe Council bade
gondbye to the Vlceroy in the third week of june 1946,
. But amidst this urcertain atmosphere came to reality one
of the dreams of Ambedkar, which he had cherished since
cpmmber 13, 1945, It was his dream to found an ideal edu-
_ cational institution with modern scientific apparatm and with
. a staft of proved merit with a view to promoting higher educa-
- tion among the lower middle classes and especially among the
Scheduled Castes. He founded the People’s Education Society
which started a college on June 20, 1946, and it has proved to be
one of the leading colleges in India. The fears and prophecies
of friends failed, and he succeeded in collecting funds and
attracting a group of capable and willing workers on the staff.
~ The name of the college is Siddharth which is one of the names
of Lord Buddha. ' | L
. Ambedkar returned to Bombay on June 25 when the Sche-
duled Castes gave a great ovatien to their leader at the Bombay
Central Station. Ambedkar now gave a clarion call to his
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s of hls people.‘ He knew this ‘was. I:he last opportumtv to
assert the nghts‘ and the will of his people; for he feared that
a free India might revert to the old traditions, and his peOple
- would be 1mpmmrlshed neglected and ostracxzed fmm som:ty
and ‘public services. ‘ :
' On Junme 29, a caretaker Govemment was announced and il
the British Mission left for London, leavmg other dctaxls o M
“be settled by the Vtceroy A
| The Scheduled Castes agitation started with a march to the
me&tmg of the All-India Congress Committee which was held
in Bombay. The Scheduled Castes leaders and workers made
a black flag demonstration in front of the Congress Pandal and
demanded an explanation from the Congress leaders as to their
rights and represemamon in a free India. Rajbhoj interviewed
Gandhiji in Poona and told him that the Congress Harijan |
leaders were not the representatives of the Scheduled Casnﬁs.‘, ,
And the battle started on July 15, 1946, at Poona, synchmm?mg )
. wnh the opening of the Poona Session of the Bombay Assembly.
- The fight was evidently against the Congress which had
usurped their claim to speak, 'voice and represent  their
grievances. Contingents of volunteers poured in Poona, They ’
defied the order of the District Magistrate who had banned
pmcessmns and meetings. They were arrested one batch after
~ another before the Council Hall. Ambedkar was in Bombay = |
when the non-violent battle began at Poona. In an interview
before his departure for Poona, on July 17, he stated that they
- bad launched the campaign against the Cabinet Mission’s pro-
posals and declared that, although it was not necessary for a
general to be on the battle-field, if the developments necessitated
his participation in the struggle, he would court imprisonment.
Ambedkar received messages from some leaders supporting his
stand, but the General Secretary of Gandhiji's Harijan Sevak i
Sangh threatened him with a counter satyagraha movement if
he dld not withdraw the strugcrle. The Federation simultane-
ously started satyagraha campaigns at Kanpur and Lucknow.
Just then Members were elected by the Provincial
‘ Legxslatures to go to the Constituent Assembly which was to
~ meet at New Delhi in accordance with the provisions of the
“"uMmsmn § Plan. The Congress elected its men. The majority
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were elected not because they knew much of constitut
but because they had suﬂ?ered 1mpnsonmem in

| ‘Assembly to support his candldature and so his name was put

_ up through the Scheduled Castes representatives in the Bengal
Assembly. There with the backing of Muslim League he was
elected to the Constituent Assembly. In his otherwise war-like
carcer there was a certain unfailing chord of adaptability for
catching the right moment to show his mettle, his worth, his
power. His vision was ever fresh and his pﬂrception quite
correct.

On july 19 Prcmxer Kher, true to his Gandhian clmracu,rw |
tic, declared that he did not know the root cause of the offer
of satyagraha by the Scheduled Castes Federation. *One does
not know,'' he added sarcastically, © whether their grievance is
against the Cabinet Mission’s failure to give them what they
want or against the defeat of Dr. Ambedkar and his party in
the recent election, or whether it is due to a venexa] sense of
frustration.”

o Replying to all these charges and threats, Ambedkar stated
_ in a press interview on July 21, in Poona, that the British had
_ decided to quit India and their powers were to be inherited
by the caste Hindus and the Muslims, and hence the Scheduled
Castes were entitled to demand a blueprint from the Congress
. regarding the rights and interests of 60,000,000 Untouchables
. in the future Constitution of India. He said that the satya:
graha started in Poona was only the beginning of a country-
wide struggle to secure for the Scheduled Castes their just poli-
tical rights. He claimed that the Poona satyagraha was carried
on on a higher moral plane and the non-violent behaviour of
the whole mass of volunteers provided a lesson to Gandhiji who
regarded himself as a graduate in satyagraha. Referring to the
Poona Pact, he said that as it prevented the real representatives
of the Scheduled Castes from being elected to the Legislatures,
it must go. It was a virtual disfranchisement of the Scheduled
Castes.  In the end he issued a warning that if moral resources
were exhausted, they would look for other means to register
their protest,
At a big meeting in Poona he exhorted his men to carry
on the struggle to the bitter end. The Congress Harijan
leaders, who always reaped the fruit of Ambedkar’s labour and
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Referrmg to thms satyagmha, G*mdhx}x wrote in Harijan
that there was a parody of ’satyagrah'l in' the show staged by
Ambedkar and. if the means were nomvmlent the cause was:

Pl

ce:rt.unly v.agmel il
. The satyagraha movement went on unabated for a fortmg;ht
and its pressure forced the Government to abrogate their Poona

‘Assembly session. The Congress leaders felt the necessity for a

rapprochement with Ambedkar, So Patil, the Chief of the

Bombay Provincial Congress Committee, saw Ambedkar at t;} ,

Siddharth College and they botl, accompamud by Mr. N,

~ Joshi, met Sadar Pdtel on July 27. The talks continued for an
hour or so in connection with the representation of the Sche-
duled Qastes on the Constituent Asscmbly and the Poona satya-

graha. 1t seems tHey could not come to a settlement as on
August 8 a Scheduled Caste ‘procession led by prominent leaders |
of the Scheduled Castes such as Gaikwad and Rajbhoj, marcheci;“

to the meeting of I;he “All-India Conwress Committee whxch was
holdmg its session at Wardha,

On August 24, the names szth»é Memben of thc Intenm i
Mlmstry were annfmnced Along with Nehru, Patel, Azad,

Ra]agopalatham and Sarat ghandra Bose appeared the name
of Jagjivan Ram, who . was .a leader, of the Untouchables from
»Bxhal The Mushm .Lea'gue ;i'xd not co-operate ; the Muslim

__posts. were ﬁlled by other Muslim leaders, one of whom was

fatally stabbed by a Mustjm f'umttc :

. That day ‘Ambedkar was ifn - Poona where the Working
Committee of the Scheduled Castes Federation was reviewing
the pohtlcal situation. The announcement of the Vlreroy was
“a . terrific d1s1ppomtmcnt for Ambedkar and his Party, He

expresscd sharp digsatisfaction at the inadequate representation -

given to the Szheduled Castes in the newly constituted Cabinet
.-at the Centre. and dcmanded one more seat for the Scheduled
" Castes. in the Cabinét: He was surprlsed to see Jagjivan Ram's
name in the list as he had supported the claim of the Scheduled
_ Castes for, increased representation in the Executive when
Ambedkar 'ﬁad sent a cablegram to the British Prime Minister

protestmg agam% the- madequacy of the representation. The

e i Han;an dated 9-8-1946.
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King ‘Committee of the Scheduied Castes Fedﬁration appel
i Jagjivan Ram not to accept the post, declared that the né
" Government was not entitled to their respect and asked the
 Scheduled Caste leaders to renounce the ntles ccmferred upon
them by the British Government.

In the first week of September the Scheduled Caates
I‘fzderamon started. satyagraha at Nagpur and in a very, short
time nearly exght hundred persons were arrested

Hat

Ambedkar reahsed now that although the protcstauons and
dcmonstratlons had their limited result, he must make a final
attempt himself in Britain and effect a change if he could. So
‘he started on his pohucal mission on October 15 wia Karachi.

. TIn 4 Press interview at Karachi he told the Press that he was

going to London but he refused to be drawn into any discussion
o clarify the details of his mission. On his arrival in
he declared that the Labour Party had let down the
Untouchables and betrayed their cause. When asked about his
reaction to the situation at Delhi since the Muslim League
joined the Interim Government, Ambedkar said that it was a
Government of one country by twe nations. FHe plamly told
the press that India was in the midst of a civil war, He, there-
 fore, suggested to the British Government to enforce the 1935
* Act and hand over to the Indlan Partle-, a Umted Indm after
a period of ten years.

He immediately got his Memorandum printed in London
and approached the political bosses of England. Asked by
Reuter's political correspondent, whether he had asked the
Depressed Classes to go over to Islam, he said he had not given
advice to that effect. :

«f Ambedkar was facing a political paralysis, and it was a very
severe blow to the life-long efforts which he had made towards
the cause of the Untouchables. His only point was that the
Scheduled Castes should be given due representation in the
Executives and Legislatures. He was working desperately to
achieve that end. He admitted that he was depressed, and his
friends, too, said he was terribly pulled down in health. One
~ thing had taken the wind out of his sails.  The Muslim League
had taken up Jogendranath Mandal as Law Minister in the




Mr. Ardee and the Secretary of State

, : Churchill and Lord Templewood-—formerly

“ known as Su‘ ‘Samuel Hoare—who 'was onte the Secretary of
State for Indm»«and othets, On November 5, he dddressed a
meetmg of the Conservative-Indian Committee. in the House of
‘ n hxch was artended by some Labour M.P:s also. The
Press was not allowed. The meeting lasted for about an hour.
Ambedkar placed facts and ﬁgures before them. But there
seemed no hope for him to gain his points. There was lip
‘sympathy and a nod of assent here and there. The close inter-
ruption of the Labour Members showed thai they were not
 willing to x*akc up the communal question ‘at -the last spage‘
Ambedk;u' was advised to adjust himself to the changed situ
~ tion and to try his luck in the Constituent *&ssembly So in.
an utterly depressmg mood he had to leave London. W
&hortly after his arrival in Bombay, in an interview with ,
the. representamve of the Globe Agency, he observed that

although it was a vain hope, the Untouchables were ready for

the a‘mmllauon or absorption of their classes into the Hindu
Soci
of i

ermafrmge and inter-dining:.  But another aspect of the

in the real and substantial sense of the term on the basis =

same question, he added, was that their merger into the Hindu =

Society would become easier only when the Untouchables rose
to the social status of the caste Hindus. He expressed a feeble
hope that Hinduism in the course of time might so reform itself
that it would become acceptable ; and therefore they were pre:
pared to stay on where they were as it was not possible to uproot
humanity and transplant it from one soil to another.

As regards conversion of the Untouchables to Christianity
as suggested by Rev. Livingston, he said: * Religion among
Christians, as well as non-Christians, is 2 mere matter of in-
heritance. The Christian inherits his father's property and
along wxnh it his father’s religion. He never stops to contrast
Chui 1smamty with other rehgmm and to make his own Judgmcnx
as to its spiritual value. ‘

"

)
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|} At this Juncture Ambedkars book Who Wtre The Shud
ds/published. The book is dedicated to Mahatma Jotik
, ooley whom he regards as one of the greatest reformers.  This
| is a book of great erudition. A work of long patient mdustry
and research, it presents an impressive method of arrangmu a
catalogue of facts, and a brilliant lllumxnatxqg exposition. It
is the thesis of Ambedkar that the Shudras were Kshatriyas,
They were Dasas and Dasyus. 'They were one of the communi-
ties belonging to the solar race. But they were degraded as the
|/ result of a violent conflict between the Brahmms and the
i Kshatriyas. The Brahmins refused to perform thread ceremo-
'\ nies of these Kshatriyas and degraded them to the fourth Varna
which previously did not exist.
' During the last week of November, ]ogendranath Mandal
Law Member in the Interim Government, visited Bombay., In
an interview he said that he was satisfied with the result of
Ambedkar’s mission to London, and added that he had
Ambedkar’s full support for his joining the Interim Govern-
~ment! During his stay in Bombay he visited the office of the
B.P. Muslim League where he was received by the Members of
the Working Committee of the League.
‘Although it was boycotted by the Mmllm League, the
Comtxtucnﬁ. Assembly met on December 9, 1946, as scheduled.
? It elected Dr. Rajendra Prasad its President, appointed a Com-
' mittee for framing the rules of procedure, and on December 13,
| ‘Pandit Nehru laid the foundation of its work by moving a
resolution on the Declaration of Objectives in a magnificent
speech. Ordinarily a good speaker, and a serious, sincere and
visionary leader, Nehru rose to his full stature at this moment-
ous hour of the nation and of his life, and captivated the House
by the panoramic sweep of his speech. Nehru declared India’s
objective as an Independent Sovereign Republic, Rajarshi
Tandon, who seconded the resolution, delivered a powerful
speech.

| On December 15, 1946, India’s legal lummary, Dr. M. R,

[ Jayakar; known for his gift of peace- mak.mg, moved an amend-

r ment to Nehru's resolution, seeking postponement of the passing
of the resolution until the Muslim League and Indian States
representatives camie into the Constituent Assembly. And he
did it in good faith. But this irritated the Congress bosses and
voices rose from the Congress groups heckling Dr, Jayakar as




e ‘agam o that House His amendmmt
l . Mr. M. R, Masani supported Pandit
Nehru's resolu fm as a demucratxc socialist, Mr. Frank Anthony
supported;‘nr., Jayakar’s amendment on legal and technical
. grounds although he accepted the solemn character of the main
resolu ‘an Dy Mookerjee Hindu Mahasabha leader, saw no
. point in deferring a decision as he feared that the postponement
wemld e ‘Qurage the Muslim League to btay out and bloclf the

And‘then Lhc Presxdent of the Cmmxtuent Aswmbly un-
expectedlv called upon a Member to have his say. In response
“to the call a massive figure with a long head, a stubborn chin
and an al face rose from his seat to support Jayakar's amend-
ment. It was, Ambedkar, the avowed enemy of"the Congress, i
who had lashed their ideology and scoffed at their leader pri-
vately zmd publicly, . The House was all attention, Ambedkar.
took a view of the House. Everybody now thoughh that

. Ambedkar, by playing such a dangerous role, would go under
with the mover of the amendment. To rise against the will and
obJeCUVes of the (‘ongress bosses, who were the nation’s most
pow;:rful leadcrs‘, was to meet one’s Waterloo! ' ‘The Congress
Membeérs were ready with their hands raised to cvipple the
‘avowecl enemy and throw him down. i

. Ambedkar saw himself surrounded by great pohuc
icadem Ma]omty of the white-clad elite had never heard hi
‘although they had heard hig things about him, In a grave

_ manner, with an unlimited command of language and supreme
courage he began his speech, He said that he considered the
first part of Pandit Nehru's resolution to be: controversial and
the later part, which set out the objectives of the future con-
sutuuon, to be non-controversial, although that too was pedantic
in that it enunciated only rights without prescribing remedies
open to the injured parties. The Congress Members were now
breathless. But to put himself with the psychology of the House
he switched over, in the twinkling of an eye, to the important

_point, the crux of the amendmcnt \//

. 1 know,” he said, ‘today we are dnvxded politically, '
sumally and ceconomically. We are in warring camps and I am
probably one of the leaders of a warring camp. But with all

‘ tlus 1am canvmccd that, ngen time and circumstances, nothing |
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orld wm prevent this country fmm bewmmg one,
e=th/ d)1 our castes and creeds, T have not the slightest hes.ltam
ing that we shall in some form be a united people.”
“I have no hesitation’ in saying that, ﬂoththstandmg the
; agltatxon of the League for the partition of India, some day
| enough light will dawn upon the Muslims themselves, and they.
( _ too, will begin to think that a Umted India is better tor every~
| body,” he proceeded. ‘ ‘
i Blaming the Congress Party [or havmg consented to the

dismantling of a strong centre, Ambedkar said he would not

| ask whether the House had the right to pass 'such a resoluuon.‘
{ It might be it had the right: *“The questlon I am asking is,”
he asserted with a glow in his eyes, “is it prudent for you to
do it?" Is it wise to do it? Power is one thing and wisdom
and prudence’ quite a different thing.” He, therefore, made a
fervent appeal to the Congress Members to make yet another
e at'te’mp't to bring about a ‘conciliation and said: “In deciding
_ the destinies of ‘a people, the dlgnzty of the leaders 9F tent o
 parties ought to count for nothing.”

‘ In the end he referred to three ways by which the issue
could be decided ; the permanent surrender of one party to the
“other, a negotiated ' peace or war. He confessed that he was
~appalled at the idea of war, and uttered a warning that it would
be a war on the Muslims or what was probably worse, a war
on the combination of the British and the Muslims. Quoting
‘Burke's famous passage in favour of reconciliation with America, |

Muslims may be subjugated and made to surrender to a consti-

Ambedkar observed in a moving tone: '‘ If anybody has it mli
his mind that this problem can be solved by war, or that the |

i

_ tution that might be prepared without their knowledge and !

consent, this country would be involved in perpetually con-
quering them. As Burke said: ‘It is easy to give power, but
difficult to give wisdom.” Let us prove by our conduct that we
have not only the power but also the wisdom to carry with us
all sections of the country and to make them march on that
road which is bound to lead us to unity."” )

So forceful was the passionate appeal that it produced an
excellent impression upon the Constituent Assembly. He was
frequently cheered by the Congress Members. Dr. Jayakar's
speech ‘containing the same appeal aroused resentment while
Ambedkar's fine oration evoked a sense of co-operation in their



‘ had‘brcome @l fmend who Last a spell on the Congresc:- ‘
mén,  Few speeches have given such a turn to the life of @
speaker, The consideration of the resolution was postponed to

- another session which was to meet in J:muary, and it was passed
on January 20, 1947,

Ambedk'ar returned to Bombay to look aher the Pcoples}
]Zducaum] Society. The conflict between his men and thc
Gongress-mmded men had not yet ceased. Deorukhakar,
Bombay Depressed Class leader, was stabbed to death early in
January 1947 and when someone told Ambedkar at the Sid-
dharth College, Bombay, that he should not go to his house
which was surrounded by hooligans, he furiously frowned upon |
him and said he would not save his own life when his son and /|
nephew and his books that were as dear to him as life nselhg
‘were in danger. | At the risk of his life he returned to his resi~
dence. On February 21, 1947, Ambedkar assisted by M. M
Samarth, Mr. G. J. Mane and Mr. P. T. Borale, defended
accuscfd atia Gcneral Court martial held at Deolali. . The
accused ‘were soldiers belongmg to the untouchable commumtxe
) fm:m Blhar i ‘ , )

HE

MeanWhlle the British Government announced that it
“ would hand over by June 1948 the Government of India ezthe‘r', i
to some form of Central Government for British India or to. =
‘the exxsung Provincial Governments in India. It called
back 'Lord Wavell who used his on]y Lyc to see thmgs from
-the Muslim angle of vision.

: Ambedkar who read the times correctly, realised that the
>t1me was ripe for him to put before the Constituent Assembly

his constitutional views. So he prepared a Memorandum in
‘March 1947 in which he proposed that the ‘Scheduled Castes
should have a separate electorate only in ‘those constituencies

in whlch seats were reserved for them and in others they were

o vote jointly.

e Memorandum was. pubhshed in the form of a brochure
nnd&r the title States and Minorities. It dsa drait. of, th(e consti-




% hich he had prepared for the Indiam Umo i
festify and instructive to study his pohtlcal phﬂmsophy a
itis given below in a nutshell,
To Ambedkar democracy is essentially a form of socwty
i‘nvolvca unmistakably two things. The first is an attitude o’f
‘ mmd an attitude of respect and cquahty towards one’s fellow-
men. The second is a social organisation free from rigid social
barriers. Democracy is incomplete and inconsistent with isola:
‘tion and exclusiveness, resulting in the distinction between the
privileged and unprwﬂcged»——pnvﬂages Eor a few and disabili-
ties for the vast majority.’

- A democratic society must assure a life of leisure to each
: of the citizens. Therefore the slogan of a democratic society
imust be machinery, more machinery and civilization. He, there-
fore, welcomes the machine age. The fact that machinery and
modern civilisation have produced many evils may be admitted,
But' these evils are no argument against them. They are due
10 a wrong social organisation which has made private property
~and pursuit of personal gain matters of ahsolute sanctity, If
machmm'y and civilisation have not benefited everybody, the
emedy is not to condemn machinery and civilisation but to
alter the organisation of society, so that the benefits wﬂl not
be usurped by the few but will accrue to all.
. Man occupies the highest place in the scheme of animal
existence, The ultimate goak of brute’s life is reached once
his physical appetites are satisfied. The goal of man’s life is
- mot rcached unless and until he has fully cultivated his mind.
In short, what divides the brute from man is culture, That
bemg so the aim of human society must be to enable every
person to lead a life of culture which means the cultivation of
mind as distinguished from the satisfaction of mere physical
wants. A life of culture can be made possxble where there is
sufficient leisure for a man to devote himself to a life of culture.
Leisure is quite impossible unless some means are found
‘whercby the toil required for producing goods necessary to
satisfy human needs is lessened, ‘That can, happen only when
Jmachine takes the place of man.*

That is why he opposed Gandhism that hated the machme

lAmbedkar, Ranade, Gandhi And Jinnah, pp. 36-37.

2 Ambedkar, What Congress And. Gandiu Have Done To The Untauch
ables, ppy 283 284



1 has no passmn for economic equahty ‘
Ambt:dk - hates the orthodox Marxist who quotes Marx
and Engels on every occasion. He likes new ideas, new
approaches. He says that you cannot lay down an ideal by a
of the pen.  Society should always be in an exper imental
stage. . According to him Marx’s philosophy is the satisfying
phﬂosophy to the lower order! [t is a direction, not a dogm'l
Once he descnbed Russian Communism as a fraud.* ‘
He is 'a believer in Statc socialism. * State socialism s
mscmml for the rapid industrialisation of India. Private enter-
prise cannot do it; and if it did, it would produce these in-
equalities of wealth which private capxtallsm has produced in
Europe which should serve as a warning to Indians., Consolida-
tion of holdings and tenancy lcglslauon are worse than useless.
They cannot bring about prosperity in agriculture. Neither
consolidation nor tenancy legislation can be of any help to the
60 millions of Untouchables who are just landless labourers,’
Only collective farms can help them.” ‘
| He says that basic industries should be owned by the Smte,'
Insurance shall be a monopoly of the State. Agriculture shal
be a State industry. Land will belong to the State and shal
be let out to villagers without distinction of caste or creed and |
in such a manner that there will be no landlord, no tenant and |
no landless labourer.
But he wants to establish State socialism by the law |
of the constitution and thus make it unalterable by any act of
the legislature and the executive. State socialism should be
practised through parliamentary democracy which is a proper
form of Government for a free society. It is only by this method
that one can achieve the triple object, namely, to establish
socialism, retam parliamentary democracy and avoid dictator-
ship. '
But if Democracy is to live up to its principle of one man, ,
one value, the laws of the constitution should not only prescribe |
the shape and form of the political structure but also must }
prescribe the shape and form of the economic structure of. %
|
|

society,

1 I'f V. Desax, My Intemzews With Eminent Personalilies, p, 26.
G Thc Nawzyugs Ambedkar Special Number dated 13:4-1047.



y motive by which m
the only kind of powe
: at religion is the so : |
by the history of this country. He th citgs
om . the history of the Plebians, who gave up materi i
ather than their religion for which they had fough 50
_The fallacy of the Socialists, he asserts, lies in supposing
at, because in, the present stage of the European society pro-
perty as a source of power is predominant, (the same s truelof
dia o that the same was true of Europe in the past. Religion,
L status and property are all sources of power and authority. .
: efore, disagrees with the Socialist view that equali-
ation of property is the only. real reform and that it must
de everything else.  He asks the . Socialists: whether they
onomic reform without. first bringing about a reform
the sodial order. If Socialists are not to be content with
mouthing of fndiphrases, if they wish: fo make Socialism
efinite reality, then they must recognise that the problem
ial reform is fundamental and that for them there is no
it Unless they do so, they cannot achieve theix
ion, They will be. compelled to take account of caste
- revolution, if they do not fake account of it before
volution. } G S

no student of hu
the source of

'The nebulous British policy, the atrocities committed by
~ the Muslims and the Congress leaders’ incapacity to rise to the
 vccasion threw the Hindus on the defensive, and now they
| thought it wise to demand a partition of the Punjab and Bengal.
. Speaking of this new move, Ambedkar said in an interview at
- New Delhi that he must know what the caste Hindus wanted
0 do with the Untouchable who would shift and how they
ould be rehabilitated. Ambedkar attended the third session of
he Constituent Assembly which met in April 1947. The reports
of the Advisory Committee and the Fundamental Rights Comn- .

‘miltee Were adopted by the Constituent Assembl
A 1;&,,‘ e Ao A 8 i e g {
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Prof. V.G. Rao, Principal A.B. Gajendragadkar, Mr, M.V. Donde, Dx. Ambedkal
Mz, 8. K. Bole, Mr.D. G. Jadhav, Mr, K. V. Chitre (Registrar)

Dr. Ambedkar with some Members of the Drafting Committee and the Staff,

(Sitting ~ From left to ‘}right) Mr. N. Madhava Rao, Mr. Syed §_a<_:1ulla,w:'



Phe laymg of the Foundation Stone of the P. E. Society’s College, Aurangabad.
B H the N;zam Presz\dem Rajendra Prasad and Dr. Ambedkar




‘t‘Was the fort‘une uf Sardar Pa;tel to maove the Clauﬁe.. “

It was a“ gﬁlorxous day ini the history of India when the ruling
power in India declared its will to wash out the stigma of

‘ Unwuchablhty The world Press described this event as the
freedom of the Untouchables, the day of emanmpamon of the =
outcastes, hxstpnc act outlawing untouchabnhty and a victory
for. hurhan freedom! The New Ym*k Times said: * The advance
toward wiping out their ancient stigma has been matched in
modern tintes only by our own abolition of slavery and the free-‘. U
mg of the Russian serfs.” The News Chronicle, London, praxsed‘
it as one of the greatest acts of history. The New York Hema‘d‘
Tribune descrxbed it as one of the fresh and clean beams of
lxght in the postwar world.
' 'The whole foreign Press rang with pralse for Gandhxp for .
thr:, great achievement of India, Apparently it was the Con-
gress I’arty that was declaring the abolition of untouchability. |
And Gandhiji was the uncrowned King of the Congress Part
No foreign joumal mentioned Ambedkar's name whose motive-
power had driven the nation to perform the deed. They all
‘descrxbed Hamlet without a reference to the Prmce of Dm»
mark! When this was the case of Ambedkar, there was no
posmblhty of the names of Phoolye, Dayananda, %raddhananda i
and Savark'ar being mentioned with any grateful appreciation.

¢




new Vlccroy* Lord Mountbatten, studwd Lhe ity
to Lonclon He returned to India and dcclared hls plan
«m_]une ol 1947. The Plan announced two Central Govern-
ments, two Qonsm:ucm Aseemhlws and pleblscxms for Sylhet
nd the Norlh Western Prownu* Gandhlp and Nehm thxew

ivi c,t me. beforc you vmscct Indm wab dommated by the
cmn in hmn and he drove the last mul in the coﬁm of the
of X The Soaalxsts were culpably neut;ral The
du ‘Sabhama rattled in vain. :
. this June ture vamcorc: and. Hydet‘abad States declared
they would be mdependent when India became a Dominion
\ugust 15, 1947. Expressing his views on this move
edkar advised the States 10 merge their sovermgnty in the
Union and wamed them that to be independent and
pe_to get rewgmtlon and protectu:m from the Umt:ed
) ‘tmus Org.,amsatmn was to live in one's paradise.
n the first week of July, Ambedkar gave his opmmn on
new Indla Bill and said that Berar would revert to the
Nizam as the treaty by which it was ceded to 1he British would
i lapse ‘
Ambedkar returned to Bombay on jJuly % 1947, As he
| was a Member of the Flag Committee of the Constituent
Assembly, some Maratha leaders and leaders of the Bombay
. Provincial Hindu Sabha saw him at his residence. He promised
* that he would try to put in a word in favour of the Geruva
' kﬁag if there was sufficient pressure and agxt'mon from responsible
quarters.  On July 10 Ambedkar was given a send»oﬂ? at the
aerodrome by different leaders of the Marathas and the City
medu Sabha leadt,rs who handed over a Geruva ﬂag to him
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'he was about to take his seat in the aeroplane. Amb L

dromised support if there was agitation for the establishme

it flag and with a hearty laugh asked Mr. S, K. Bole, Mr.
Anantrao Gadre and others whether they expected the son of a
Mahar to unfurl the Geruva flag on the Constituent Assembly.

The Constituent Assembly adopted on July 22 the Tri-
colour flag with the Ashoka Chakra as the National Flag. It is
said that Ambedkar put in a word but as there was no agita-
tion from outside for the adoption of the Geruva flag he threw
his weight in favour of the Ashoka Chakra, Savarkar also had

appealed to Dr. Rajendra Prasad, the Chairman of the Flag
Committee, to substitute Chakra for Charkha, the Gandhian
emblem. The adoption of Chakra instead of Charkha terribly
pained Gandhiji, who declared that he had nothing to do with

the flag if the basic character of the flag had lost its Khaddar|
and the Charkha.

From New Delhi Ambedkar rivetted the attention of the
Indian Government to the work of the boundary commission
and said: “If my fears come true and the boundary drawn by
the commission is not a natural one, it needs no prophet to |
say that its maintenance will cost the Government of India very
dearly and it will put the safety and security of the peuple of
India in great jeopardy. I hope, therefore, that late as it is,
the Defence Department will bestir itself and do its duty before
it is too late.” This shows the heart of a patriot and the vigil-
ance of a statesman. And yet the author of Thoughts On
Pakzstcm had preached that geographical COndlthﬂS were
decisive in modern world technique.

The British Parliament passed the Act of Indian Inde
pendence on July 15. Now the Constituent Assembly became a
sovereign body. It was originally meant for the whole of India e
but now it was meant for a mutilated India, G

In the last week of July the names of the Ministers of the
first Cabinet of free India were in the air. In the list the
name of Mannuswami Pillay of Madras appewrad in the Press
although Ambedkar's name was scented in it as early as June.
Ambedkar was at that time in New Delhi. Destiny was working a
miracle. Congress bosses had a talk on the phone about Ambed-

 kar’s inclusion in the Cabinet. The preliminaries over, Pandit
Nehru called Ambedkar to his chambers and asked him whether
he would join the new Cabinet of Free India as Minister
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' He was promised’ that at a later stage. he. wauld )
e portfolio. of ' Planning or. Development. Ambedka
Pandit, Nehru went to the Bhangi Colony to present -
;he ﬁnal list of nominees to Gandhm.‘ He, too, nodded his
| assent. . The Congress Leaders, who were to inherit power from
the Britishers, now, desired, rappmchement with Ambedkar and .
« were in a conciliatory and appreciative mood. . Hitherto they
‘had neglected to utilize Ambedkar’s gifts. Now they detided
to utilize them for the solidification of freedom. Ambedkar, too;
o his part forgot the: ‘past bickerings and agreed to welcome
. the olive branch. Dr, Mookerjee, the Mahasabha 1eader, too,
was invited to join the cabinet. ! ‘
- On August 3 the names of the Cabinet Mmlsmrs were' “
_ announced among which Ambedkar’s name appeared.  That
. day he was in Bombay and addressed a meeting at Chembur,
Bombay, under the auspices of the Bombay Municipal Kamgar
Sangh. He was presented with a purse of Tupees two hundred
for the construction of a central bulldmg which he had con-
wmp]ated since 1932, ‘ :
/ As. soon as it was known that Ambedkar was to be the
¢ Law Minister of New India, his frlemls, admirers and the Press
showercd their good wishes and congratulations upon his success-
that was a feat from dust to doyen; For the first tiine in hlstox:y
~an Untouchable Hindu became a popular. Minister in the Cen-
tral Cabinet of India and the man who was decried as a stooge -
of the Britishers was now eulogxsed as a statesman by his erst-
while opponents. He was, honoured in Bombay on August 6
.as a Member of the Cabmet of Free India on behalf of the Bar .
“‘ AAssqcxat;on Ambedkar had now jumped beyond thelr bar.
A great day dawned in the history of the world on August
15, 1947, when India became a free nation. A great force was
" released i Asia in the form of Indian Independence. But its -
happiness: was marred in one respect. It was mutilated and
bled, and out of its ribs was taken out Pakistan the greatest
Mushm State under ‘the sun, ;

In the wake of this success followed a development which
led Ambedkar to the top of the ladder of eminence. On August
29, the Constituent Assembly appointed a Drafting Commxttce b

~= with Ambedkar as its Chairman. An Untouchable who ‘was
kicked out from carts and segregated in schools in his boyhood ;
who was msulted ‘as.a.professor, and ousted from hotels, hostels.| . -
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ment and a wonder in the history of India. India chose her
Law-giver, new Manu, and new Smritikar from among a caste
which had been dehumanized, demoralized and devitalised for
ages. New India entrusted the work of framing her new laws

to a man who had a few years ago burnt the Manusmriti, the }

Code of the Hindus! Was it the goddess of Nemesis that played
the trick? Or was it a whirligig of time?
Although now a Law Member, Ambedkar kept a close con-

tact with the development of the Siddharth College, his child

‘educational institution, On September 25, he inaugurated the
Parliamentary Institution of his college. In his thought
provoking speech he impressed upon the budding youths the

need for cultivating the art of speaking. In a Parhamemary W
Institution, he observed, success went to the man who had thie i
capacxty to possess the house in a gentle or strong logical and
instructive manner. In order to develop that power students ]
must equip themselves with many things. They must enlarge{
their minds, their vision, their capacity to think and their}
ability to solve the actual problems which the people had to}
face. He then dealt with the various aspects of parliamentary}
democracy and said that Government meant decision. Govern-§

ment by compromise was no Government, because they got a
decision which was neither fish nor fowl, he concluded.

On September 1 the Congress Party, which was in power
in the Bombay Municipal Corporation, resolved to present
addresses to Pandit Nehru, Sardar Patel, Dr. Rajendra Prasad
and Maulana Azad who were due to visit Bombay. Members
from the Opposition demanded that addresses should be given
to the entire Union Cabinet including Members from Bombay
like Ambedkar, Gadgil and Bhaba. But Patil, the Chief of the
Bombay Congress Party, said that the four leaders whom they
were seeking to honour were men of outstanding calibre and
stood ‘as a class by themselves. The Bombay Congressmen, it
seems, were not yet fully reconciled to regard Ambedkar as the
equal of their political bosses. Old prejudices die hard, Later

4n and davﬂ hated as a reviler ot the Mahatma and decried
as an Executive Councillor, became now the first Law Minister |
of a free pation and the chief architect of the Constitution to \
define the will, aim and vision of India! It was a great achieve-




DR AMBIZDKAR " LII‘F« ANID MISSI(’)N

ol i - ?n the first week of Ocmber Ambedkar 1ddressed a meetmg

1 of the Scheduled Castes youchs in Bombay. He told them that
ndependcnce had come so suddenly that he had not got any
dlear line of action before him for the present.  He stressed the
need for keeping the S.C. Pederanon intact under whatever
‘cnrcumstanceu and appealed to them to take to mgamzanon

X

| Meanwhile, the horrible results of the partition of India
gave terrible shocks to the whole nation. Ambedkar had pro-
posed partition with complete transfer of populauon of the
_lMusllms and Hindus from their respective zones in order to
avert civil war and its attendant massacres. Like Lincoln,
' Savarkar was prepared to face a civil war, for a while, to preserve
‘_the unity of India. But the Congress leaders in whose hands
 the destiny of the country had fallen ultimately accepted parti-
tion plus massacres and with secular zest ridiculed the idea of
transfer of population as they had done with the idea of Pakistan
till the dawn of Pakistan. Their pohcy only worsened, as usual,
;the fate of the Hindus. who were in the zone of Pakistan. Thus
. Ambedkar’s prophecy and fears were both borne out to a letter!
Millions were uprooted in the holocaust; lakhs were
butchered. Children and women were molested, kidnapped or
forcibly converted to Islam, Streets were flooded with broken
! skulls and mutilated corpses, and they echoed with the agonies
of dying men, children and women. The Untouchables bemg
Hindus had to share the same fate. Mr, Jogendranath Mandal,
Law and Labour Member of Pakistan, who had asked the Sche-
| duled Castes in Pakistan to look upon Jinnah as their saviour
' and had even asked them to wear a badge blatantly suggestive
of Islamic associations, was now rudely shaken from his dream.

He grieved at the way things had shaped in Pakistan. Ambedkar

was terribly upset and he issued a statement denouncing the
Pakistan Government. He complained that the Scheduled
‘Castes were not allowed to come to Hindustan and that they
were being forcibly converted to Islam. He further said that

in the Hyderabad State, too, they were being forcibly converted
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[t bc lmpounded msxde Pakxstan to come over to India by such
- means as may he available to them. The second thing I want
to say is that it would be fatal for the Scheduled Castes, whether |
in Pakistan or in Hyderabad, to put their faith in Muslims or ‘
the Muslim League. It has become a habit with the Scheduled ‘
Castes to look upon the Muslims as their friends smxply because l "
they dislike the Hindus. This is a mistaken view. ‘
- Ambedkar further asked the Scheduled Castes in Pakistan
and‘ Hyderabad not to succumb to conversion to Islam as an
easy way of escape; and to all those who were forcibly converted
to Islam he pledged his word that he would see that they were i
received back into the fold and treated as brethren in the same = |
manner in which they were treated before their ronvemon.;
Whatever the tyranny and oppression which the Hindus prac-
tised on them, he asserted, it should not warp their vision and
~ swerve them from their duty. He warned the Scheduled Castes
in Hyderabad not to side with the Nizam and bring disgrace
upon the commumty by sxdmg with one who was the cnemy .
(of India.!
The whole nationalist press rang with praise for Ambedkar.
The change in his attitude was highly appreciated by all.. The
Hmdu, ‘Madras, said that it was glad that Ambedkar no longer
thought that the Harijans would be justified in abjuring
Hinduism because they had been treated badly by caste Hindus = |
in the past, That showed the passionate attachment of the
Harijans to the faith of their forefathers and the tenacity with
which they clung to it despite all forcible attempts to wean
them from the Hindu Society, it added.
. During the past two months the Congress Ministry of
Bombay made a considerable headway in removing social in-
justice respecting the temple entry of the Harijans. It passed
the Temple Entry Bill in September and as the result of this
Act and the popular pressure, the famous temple of Vithoba at
Pandharpur, the Dnyaneshwar temple at Alandi, and the Kala-
ram temple at Nasik were thrown open to the Scheduled Caste
Hindus. This was no mean achievement for which the
Depressed Classes had launched a struggle fifteen years ago. It*"»"
. 1The Free Press Journal dated 28 11-1047. 0
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Zway the ugly blot and cleared and purified the atm
e Jéclaring the arrival of a new era, L
7R this time the Constituent Assembly had begun to operate’
 as the legislature, and it is important to note that in one of
her speeches the Health Minister, Miss Rajkumari Amrit Kaur,
admitted that although there were acts in almost every State
for the removal of disabilities of the Scheduled Castes, it was
‘common knowledge that those were observed more in the breach
than in practice! ‘ L ‘
Ambedkar was how engrossed in the work of drafting the
constitution,  He was working almost singly and furiously, con-
_ centrating his hand, heart and head on the work entrusted to
him in spite of his deteriorating health. How he worked and
why he was called the chief architect of the constitution can
| be seen from the speech of Mr. T. T. Krishnamachari which
{ he made on November 5, 1948, in the Constituent Assembly.
| He invited the attention of the House saying: * The House is
. perhaps aware that of the seven Members nominated by you,
_ one had resigned from the House and was replaced. One died
_and was not replaced. One was away in America and his place
was not filled up and another person was engaged in State affairs
and there was void to that extent. One or two people were
\far away from Delhi and perhaps reasons of health did not
permit them to attend. So it happened ultimately that the
‘burden of drafting the Constitution fell on Dr. Ambedkar and
1 have no doubt that we are grateful toihim for having achieved
' this task in a manner which is undoubtedly commendable.”
The picture will be complete when it is noted that only
 Ambedkar and his Secretary were present at some of the meet-
ings 'of the Drafting Committee! And the historic work was
now nearing completion. ;

In the middle of January 1948 Ambedkar returned to
Bombay., During his stay he addressed a meeting of the Elocu-
tion Prize Distribution Ceremony of the Dhobi Talao Night
School, which held its function at the Siddharth College pre-
mises. He impressed upon the boys that the art of speaking
in public could be developed with great efforts. He told them
how the great speaker G. K. Gokhale was disconcerted while
making his maiden speech, how Phirozeshah Mehta developed
| his powers by reciting his speeches in a room fitted with mirrors
where he could watch how his expressions changed and how

s SR
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i nd appearance were neat and 1mpressxve ‘
Clmrctrm the great ofatm, never dclwered any
peech WLth(Jut preparation. :
i The termﬁic shocks of parfmon were coming one after
il ﬁnother. Nehru confessed thatthe pation had to wade through
- an ocean. of blood and tears. People showgd profound disbelief
. in Gandhism. The Congress, leaders .were also chilled in their .-
Kilaly beliefs, Rajarshx Tandon declared at one _meeting that the
< .+ Gandhian doctrine of absolute non- -violence was greatly responsi- ‘
- blefor the partition of India. Twenty-four hours before the dawn |
el :of ﬁecdom people had storied Gandhiji’s residence in Calcutta, -
“And the crisis was capped by Gandhxy § famou fast which
he started .on January 13, 1948, for the feinstatement of the
" Muslims in their housés in_Delhi, for ‘the restoration of some
Mmquﬂs to their former use and for five other reasons ; and as
a sequel, the Governpent of India was.forced to pay Pakistan
a sum of rupees fifty- ﬁve crmes whlch had been loudly decrmd
and reftmd ‘
" And in the midst of sugh an extreme g,loom, confusion and ]
dlsastex:, Nathuram Godse shot Gandhiji' on' January 30, 1948,
. The whole, world was shocked with horror at the tragic '*M'
; dlsappearzmcc of one. of the greatest men of all times. BuL o
" Ambedkar, a queer-combination of softress-and hard-hearted-
ness, did not react. Hard facts mentioned above had galled
him, and his old bitterness, too, had not cooled down. He did
not utter publicly a syllable on this tragedy; nor did he issue
any statement, - He joined the funeral procession for a while
and retired to his study. Perhaps he thought that the mighty |
personality in Gandhxp had ehoked the free passage of Indian L
democracy. It is said that he was put in mind of the pithy{
remarks of Gicero who had exclaimed at the news of Caesars i
murder that the dawn of ‘liberation had come!

In the last week of February 1948, Ambedkar rompleted i
the draft constitution and ‘submitted it to the President of the
Constituent Assembly “The draft consuwuon was placed before " < ¢
the’ country for. opinion. ;Ambedkar now wanted to propose . _’
an amendment subst:tutmg the_ word Smte‘ for ‘the word 1

. ‘Republic™ in the preamble of the ‘draft. Hi§ object in so |
-doing was to see that nothing in the Constitution brought about -
an_ automanc and mstantaneous severance between” Indxa and ‘

e
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British  Commonwealth.,  The word ‘State! was m I
sl and was accepted by the Constitution of Ireland a

: Wth Africa.  But most of the Indian leaders and Journals did
‘ not like this idea.

I

After the completion of the drafting work, Ambedkar badly
needed rest. He came to Bombay for treatment. He felt now
the nced for a companion who would attend on him in his
old age. In the hospital he came across his present doctor wife.
The marriage was settled, and Dr. Miss Lakshmi Kabir went
to New Delhi by air. On the morning of April 15, 1948, the
second day of his fifty-sixth year, Ambedkar married Dr. Miss
Lakshmi Kabir, a Saraswat Brahmin by caste, at his residence
‘at No. 1, Hardinge Avenue, New Delhi. The marriage was

| celebrated under the Civil Marriages Act by the Deputy Com-
missioner of Delhi in the presence of a few personal friends of
Ambedkar, @vho later entertained them to a luncheon.
e His birthday was celebrated as usual with splendour. The
| Chlef Minister of Bombay, Mr. Kher, paid glowing tributes to
i ’Ambedk'u Describing him as onc of the most learned men
among the political lmders of the country, he said that Baba-
saheb was not only their leader but was also the leader of India.
Addressing 2 meeting at Sewri, Bombay, Mr. § . K. Patil told his
audience that Ambedkar was a great savant and a great power,
. and his gifts were such that he could alone run the Central
Govemment Describing Ambedkar as a great architect of
future India, the Bombay boss of the Congress prayed to God
that the great son of India be spared for another twenty-five
years for the conduct of national affairs. The National Standard
of Bombay said that Ambedkar’s conception of reform embraced
the entire field of Hindu regeneration and described him as a
leader gifted with a rare political acumen. The paper observed
that he was a fighter who fought for principles and his idealism
ensured the abolition of social injustices and the uplift of the
underdog. As Law Member, it added, he was a tower of
strength to his colleagues.
In the last week of April 1948, A,mbedkar addressed the
United Provincial Scheduled Castes Conference. In the course
of his speech he said that political power was the key to all

=
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: /‘o 2 nlurd party md held the balance of power ber.ween the
rival political parties, the Congress and the Socialists.

' He said he had joined the Central’ Government and not

the Cono’ress Party.  The Congress Party was a burning house

‘and he would not be surpnsed if it was completely ruined in

a couple of years. If he joined the Congress, he would be

- unaffected like a stone in water, but if his followers would join

it they would be dissolved. So he warned them to keep their
organisation “intact. This speech brought hornets’ nest about

his ears,. So he issued a statement from New Delhi that his

speech was ex tempore and was misreported. He added that
he had joined the Cabinet because the invitation was free from
any condmon, that he thought that the interests of the Sche- .
duled Castes would be better served by joining the Cabinet and
that he hated the principle of opposition for opposxtxons sake.

_ About this time the Central Government set up/a nguxstlc
Commxsston to report on the demands for Linguistic Provinces..
Prominent among those who gave evidence before the Com-
~ mission on behalf of Maharashtra was Ambedkar. He prepared

2 Memorandum with his usual care and study for being placed
.before the Commission,

‘ Ta the Memdrandum which he submitted to the Comumis-
 sion ine BOmbay on QOctober 14, 1948, he says that a nguxsué
Province produces what democracy needs, namely, social homov '

geneity, and makes democracy work better than it would in a)

mixed Province. There is no danger in creating Linguistic,
Provinces. Danger lies in creating Linguistic Provinces wzthb

the language of each Province as its official language. The latter "

would lead to the creation of Provincial nationalities, For the
use of Provincial Languages as official languages would lead
Provincial cultures to be isolated, crystallised, hardened and
solidified: That would lead to a break-up of India and instead -
of remaining united, India may end.in becoming Europe.
~ He visualises a unitary Maharashtra Province and observes

that it will not: merely be a viable Province but a strong Pro-

~vince in point of area, populatlon and revenue. . He asserts that

. ; Maharasht’ra and Bombay are ndt merely interdependent ; they :
are 1ea}}y one and mtegraL Bombay and Maharashtra are tied -

”

i
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s by God, to use a Biblical phrase. As regards arbi
this case it is as absurd as the suggestion to refer

for the whole of India.. Every port serves a much larger area
than the region it belongs to. Will Calcutta be separated from
the Bengal Province because the Bengalis are in a minority in
Calcutta and they do not own the trade and industry of Cal-
cutta? Do the coal mines of Bihar belong to the Bihar Province
or to the coal-owners who are the Gujaratis, Kathiawaris or
Europeans? The trade and industry of Bombay was built up

by Europeans chiefly on the labour of Maharashtra. «Maha-

rashtrians are not actuated by any bad motive. They are not
a commercial community, Unlike other communities, the
Maharashtrians have no nose for money, and I am one of those
who believe that it is one of the greatest virtues. Money has

. never been their god. It is no part of their culture. That is

why they have allowed all other communities coming from out-
side Maharashtra to monopohze the  trade and mdustry of
Maharashtra. !

In the same month Ambedkar’s great book, The Untouch-

ables, was published. With great erudition and force the

author has expressed the view that the Untouchables were
Broken Men and because those poor men could not give up
beef-eating and Buddhism, they were treated as Untouchables.
He traces the origin of untouchability to a time about 400 A.n.
and with his profound scholarship maintains that it is born
out of the struggle for supremacy between Buddhism and

‘Brahminism, "He tells his readers that the Brahmins gave up

beef-€ating and adopted Buddhistic ways and means to regain
their prestige and power which they had lost owing to the rise
of Buddhism, :

It may be noted here that Col. Alcott in his book The
Poor Parigh and Babu Nagendranath Basu in his. Meodern
Buddhism and Its Followers in Orissa had some years ago
propounded the theory that the Untouchables were Buddhists
who bad refused to join the renaissance in Hinduism.

This book, as all his writings, shows, that, like Dr. Johnson,
Ambedkar has the power of language and strength of thought
and wields a powerful pen. His writings have a peculiar fragrance

itrimonial cause to arbitration. Maharashtra should not be
 denied the right to claim Bombay because it is an emporium
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- Ambedkar’s knowledge ‘is extenswe v:med profound and

' encyclopaedm ‘His learning instructs and his thoughts provoke

thinking. - ' He writes for the writers and thinkers. Yet he has
used words not as an artist but like a fighter, He wrote books
not for literary fame but for great causes. (As such, as a
historian his writings may be, according to some critics, open
to the charge of harshness. ‘The man of mission dominates the

hismman in Ambedkar and is not satisfied with the defeat of

rival \arguments, He lacerates his r)pponcnt till he swoons.
That 'is unavoidable, for dlssectlon is ﬂways associated W1th

. blood.

The ‘Draft Comtxtutlon was before  the 'public for six
onths, At last the day dawned when Ambedkar introduced on

.November 4, 1948, the Draft Constitution in the Constituent
Assembly.  The Drafe Constitution contained 815 articles and
B schedules. De.scribing't;hc Draft as a formidable document,
he brought out in a grand, lucid and elaborate speech its salient

~and special features, the whole Assunbly listening to him as one

man, He brushed aside all eriticism which was based on
misunderstanding and madequate understanding of the articles.

Explaining fivst the form of Government which the Draft

Constitution  visualised, he said: “The American form of
Government is called the Presidential system of Government,

Under the Presidential system the President is the Chief Headw

of the Executive. Under the Draft Constitution the President
occupies the same position as the King under the English Con-
stitution. He is the Head of the State but not of the Executive.
He represents the nation, but does not rule the nation.”

As regards the Executive, he observed: *The American
Executive is a non-Parliamentary Executive which means that
it is not dependent for its existence upon a majority in- the
Congress, whereas the British system is a Parliamentary Execu-

tive, which depends upon a majority in Parliament. Being a

non- Parhamentary Executive, the Congress of the U.S.A. can-

~not. disown the Executive and it tends to be less “responsible

: ! 'itylé: aboﬁnds iin epxgrams,‘ pmvocatxvc phrases zmd‘
.,plcturesquf:, ‘expressions. ‘
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Legxslature whereas Parliamentary Executwe tends
myre re:,ponqxble. The Draft Constxtutmn pre{erred mo L
rresponsibility.” :
. Pointing to the other sallent features of the Draft Constx-
tution, Ambedkar said: “ The Draft Constitution, though a
dual polity, has a single citizenship for the whole of India with
a single integrated judiciary having jurisdiction and providing
remedies in all cases arising under constitutional law, the civil
law, or the criminal law and has a common all-India civil service
to man 1mpox tant posts whereas under the Constitution of the
U.S.A. there is a dual citizenship—a c1t1zensh1p of the U.S.A.
and a citizenship of the States; there is a Federal judiciary
and a State judiciary and there is also a Federal Civil Service
and a State Civil Service.’ **Subject to the maintenance of the
republican form of Government,” Ambedkar continued, “ each
State in the U.S.A. is free to make its own constitution whereas
the constitution of the Indian Union and of the States is a
single frame from which neither can get out and within which
. they must work.” As regards the point of rigidity he main-
 tained that it had been assuaged by giving power to Parliament |
 to legislate on exclusively provincial subjects in normal times
~ and by making provision for facility with which the constitution
. could be amended. *So its distinguishing feature is that it is
a fexible Federation,” he added.
Replying then to the charges that there was nothing new
_in the Constitution, he said: “ More than a hundred years have
"”rolled by since the first written constitution was drafted. It
has been followed by many countries reducing their constitu-
tions to writing. What the scope of a constitution should be
has long been settled. Similarly, what the fundamentals of a
| ' constitution are, are recognised all over the world. Given these *
{ facts, all constitutions in their main provisions must look simi-
! lar. The only new things, if there can be any, in a constitution
; framed so late in the day are the variations made to remove
|
|

the faults and to accommodate it to the needs of thé country.
That the constitution has produced a good part of the provi-
sions of the Government of India Act of 1935, I make no apo-
{  logies. There is nothing to be ashamed of in borrowing.”

. Dealing with the suggestions for village Governments,
Ambedkar said that the village was a sink of localism, a den
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i vmanw;vnatmmwmindedness"and communalism and a
that /he was glad that the Draft Constitution had discarded
village and adopted the individual as its unit. |
1 feel,” he concluded, “ that the constitution is workable ;
it is flexible and it is strong enough to hold the country together
‘both in peace time and in war time. Indeed, if I 'may say so,
‘ if;thi‘ﬁg*s go wrong under the new Constitution-the reason will |
not be that we had a bad Constitution. What we will have to ‘
say is that Man was vile. Sir, 1 move.” A

v

| 'The whole Constituent Assembly was illuminated by the
grand commentary, and speaker after speaker paid glowing
tributes to Ambedkar for his lucid, able, symmetrical speech
and the brilliant analysis of the constitution, Prof. K. T. Shah,
Pandit Lakshmikant Maitca and Mr. T, T. Krishnamachari,
who was a Member of the Drafting Committee, paid him high
compliments. Dr. Punjabrao Deshmukh expressed satisfaction
at the excellent performance and the impressive commentary of
Ambedkar on the constitution, and “said that Ambedkar would
have perhaps shaped_ the constitution differently if he had the
. Kazi Syed Kamruddin congratulated him for the introduc-
 tion of the constitution and said that he was sure that Ambedkar
was bound to go to posterity as a great constitution-maker. |

The articles of the constitution were then discussed and
adopted one by one. On November 29, 1948, Article 11 wash
adopted declaring abolition of untouchability amidst great | |
‘acclamation.

Ambedkar returned to Bombay on December 18, 1948, and
addressed a gathering of the workers and leaders of the Sche-
duled Castes Federation. At Manmad, he was presented with
a purse on January 15, 1949. Speaking on the occasion, he
declared that his people would establish real socialism. in the
land under the rule of peasants and workers. He also i&npregﬁed{
upon his audience that the progress of a community-always |
depended upon how they advanced in education. . Ambedkar
then stayed for some days at Hyderabad in"connéction” with.
the college he proposed to start at Aurangabad. During his.
stay there he saw the excavations in the neighbouring places,

v

s
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"ded a meeting ‘of hxs Party in the. thnrd week. @L
fy/ He then went back to New Delhi. On March 3 h

wéd to Bombay, stayed for a fortnight, and left for New

 De¢lhi. In May 1949 also he visited Bombay, and unmedxately ‘
. returned to, New Delhi. Thé:sce frequent flying arrivals in and

departures from Bombay were in connection with the work of
the People’s Education Society and for medical advice.

On May 26 the Constituent Assembly resumed its work
and adjourned on June 10. On July 7 Ambedkar returned to
Bombay. By now the strike launched by the Bombay Munici-
pal Kamgar Sangh had reached a critical stage and being its
President, Ambedkar was in a ~quandary. “It is learnt . that
when the Hon'ble Dr. Ambedkar expressed his desire to intervene
with a view to settling the dispute, he was oﬂered the ultimatum
of resigning either the presidentship of the Municipal Kamgar~
Sanoh or his seat in the Cabinet. The Hon’ble Dr. Ambedkar
had to be persuaded not to quit his seat in the Cabinet which

; posmon was more beneficial to the geneml interests of the

Scheduled Castes in India.”?
From July 30 the Constituent Aswcmblv sat in a long session

" iﬂi October 17 when it concluded the second reading of the

. Constitution. Ambedkar ‘was working hard despite ill-health,

moving practically every article, elucidating points and replying

to the debates. In September Golwalkar, the R.S.S. Chief, met

him in New Delhi, In the first week of November 1940

,  Ambedkar returned to Bombay for medical advice and treat-
~ ment. He left for New Delhi on November 10, The Constituent

Assembly began the third readmg of the Consututmn from
November 14. On that day Ambedkar moved : * The Constitu-
tion as settled by the Assembly be passed.” Members cheered him
in the expectation of a speech, but Ambedkar decided to let
ather Members have their say first. Mr. Manuswami Pillay
said that his Harijan Community had produced a Nandanar,

“a great devotee;-a Tirupasanlwar, a great Vaishnavite saint ;

and a Tiruvalluvar, a great philosopher ; and now it has pro-
duced Ambedkar who showed to the world that the Schediiled

Castes also could rise to the heights and render service to the
world. The Deputy Speaker congratuldted Ambedkar on fram-
ing the constitution and for reciprocating the goodwill shown

1 Statement by the Secretary-of The ‘All-India Municipal Workers Federation.
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the whole nation
© It was not that all the Mcmbm were pleased with the form 5
of the constitution, There were a few dissenting voices. A |
- Meémber said that the Constitution was worthless as the Provinces 1
+ were reduced to the status of Municipalities. Another bewailed
that the Constitution-maker had discarded the idea of decen-
tralization favoured by Gandhiji. Yet a third one felt sorry
that the Constitution-did not provide for a ban on cow-slaughter,
Some described it as a mixture of the constitutions of the world
: and a lawyer’s paradise, and added that although a grand docu-
ment, it did not implement Gandhiji's social and economic
sdideals. All these arguments were forestalled and refuted by
Ambedkar in his introductory speech. |
; ' Ome speech was important in this respect. M. Sadulla, a
/i Member of the Drafting Committee, revealed that the Drafting
Committee was not a free agent and was handicapped by various
circumstances. He added that many provisions which went
a@m&}t a sense of democracy had to be incorporated by the
‘GQV ‘nittee because of superior forces that were operating.
; And amidst loud applause rose the Chief Architect of the
‘ utxtutmn on November 25, 1949, to reply to the debate on
.. third reading of the constitution. At the outset Ambedkar
" d the House that he had entered the Constituent Assembly
y safeguard the rights of the Scheduled Castes. He was sur-
rised when the Constituent Assembly elected him to the Draft-
ng Committee and he was more than surprised when the Draft-
ng Committee elected him to be its Chairman. He, therefore,
expressed his gratitude to the Constituent Assembly and to the
Drafting Committee for reposing in him so ‘much trust
and confidence and for choosing him as their instrument and
giving him that opportunity for serving the country. He ex-
pressed warm appreciation of the co-operation of Sir B. N. Rau
and ‘the secretarial staff, and of the lively ‘interest shown by
Kamath, Deshmukh, Saxena, Shah; Pandit Thakurdas, Sxtha
and Kunzru in the proceedings.
' As regards the merits of the Constitution, he said that the
i prmciples embodied therein were the views of the present gene-




Y 1{3 ‘this was an’ oversmemem, the vwws nf ;he Mex
f the House And howévar good or. bad 2 consutuu

would ulumately depend on . thc men who worked it
‘ Looking to the future of the. coumry, he showed his amuety
land observed: ' What perturbs me greatly is the fact that India
has not only once before lost her independence but she lost it
i by the mﬁdchty and treachery of her own people. In the inva-
Asion of Sindh by Mahommed- Bin-Kasim, the military com-
. imanders of King Dahar, accepted bribes from the agents of
_ {Mahommed-Bin-Kasim and refused to fight on the side of their
{king. It was Jaichand who invited Mahomed Ghori to invade
India and to fight against Prithviraj and promised him the help
1 {of himself and the Solanki Kings. When Shivaji was fighting
| for the liberation of the Hindus, the other Maratha noblemen
f and the Rajput kings were fighting battles on the side of the
i Moghul emperors. When the British were fighting the Sikh
| xulers, their principal commander sat silent and did not help
to save the Sikh kingdom. In 1857 when a large part o India
had declared a war of independence against the Brms\h the
khs stood and watched the event as silent spectators.”
. “Will history repeat itself ?” he asked the House. "-F‘“
nxlety was deepened, he proceeded, by the realisation of!
fact that in addition to their old enemies in the form of catl
1d creeds people had too many parties with diverse opposi
creeds. He, therefore, urged the people of India to res
lutely guard against the eventuality of parties placing the
. creed above the country or ¢lse “ our independence will be pu
. in jeopardy a second time and probably be lost for ever. We
must be determined to defend our independence till the last
. drop of our blood.” (Cheers.) ‘
o He then turned to the ways of maintaining democracy.
‘:AI;Ie said that the first thing they must do was to hold fast to
the constitutional methods of achieving their social and econo-
g ;rmc objectives and abandon the methods of civil disobedience, -
L non co-operation and satyagraha, for those methods were nothing
| but the grammar of anarchy, i
‘ Another danger, he felt, arose from hero-worshxp Citing
a quotation from John Stuart Mill, who warned the defenders
of democracy not to lay their liberties at the feet of even a
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at) man, or trust him with powers which cnablfé h
byert their institution, Ambedkar said: “In polftics BA
or hero»worshxp is a sure road to degradation and eventual
 dictatorship ",

¥ The third thing people must do to safeguard the Indian
Democracy, he said, was that they must not be content with
mere political democracy but that they should make the political
democracy a social and economic democracy. He observed that
political democracy could not last unless there lay at the base
of it social democracy which recognised liberty, equality and

fraternity as the principles of life. They must acknowledge, he“?‘g,.

added, the fact that there was complete absence of two things
in Indian society: equality in social and equality in economic
life. Sounding a grave warning, Ambedkar concluded: “ On
]anuary 26, 1950, we will have equality in politics and inequality
in social and economic life, * We must remove this contradic-
tion at the earliest moment, or else those who suffer from in-

equality will blow up the structure of political democracy which

this Asscmbly has so laboriously built up.”
. The House listened to his forty-minute lucid, eloquent an‘d'

- prophetic speech spell-bound, punctuating it with cheers.

Members later described it as a g!‘aphlc and realistic appra:sal
of the political conditions prevailing in India. The next day
newspapers published his speech with great joy and pride, and
showered eulogies on his words of wisdom and warning.

The Constituent Assembly adopted the constitution on

November 26, 1949. In his concluding speech Dr, Rajendra

Prasad, the President of the Constituent Assembly, said: *Sit-
ting in the chair and watching the proceedings from day to day,
I have realised as nobody else could have, with what zeal and
devotion the Members of the Draftmg Committee and especially

its Chairman Dr. Ambedkar in spite of his indifferent health, -

have'worked. (Cheers.) We could never make a decision which
Was or could be ever so right as when we put him on the Drafting
Committee and made him its Chairman. He has not only
]umﬁed his selection but has added lustre to the work which he
has done.”




CHAP TER XXIII
Shadow of Buddblsm

: .'AFTER hxs great trmmph in Lhe Comtltuent Asgembly, Ambedkar i
" yeturned to Bombay by air on January 2, 1950. He was lustily
i'grectcd by his heutenanw and pmmment cmzens at the aeroa
'drome '
The. Constitution was complete, but Ambedkar had How . &
‘ bmught with him a new battle cry! It was the Hindu Code
L Bxll which ‘he had revised and submitted to the Constituent
. Assembly (Legislative) in October 1948." The work of revising
and codifying the Hindu Law was going on for the past ten
rs. The Government of India had sct up in 1941 a Com-
ittee under the chammnshxp of Sir B. N. Ran. The Com-
mittee toured the country, heard various views and drafted the
iridu Code Bill. 'The Bill had been in and out of the Central
embly since 1946. Ambcdkar transformed it and parts of
Code Bill relating to joint family and women’s property
écame a nightmare to most of the members of the Seiect Com-
mittee. It gave a great shock to its reactionary opponents.
' As soon as Ambedkar touched the Code and became its
spokesman, the Hindu intelligentsia was driven all over India
u\lnto two camps, raising loud denunciations and singing loud
praises, Traditions and modern times were at loggerheads,
sanctimoniousness was at grips with social progress, and learn-
ing was pitted against revolutionary intellect. The authority
of the Shastras was invoked on both sides. On one side was
Manu and on the other was Ambedkar. Those who hated the
" ¢hange opposed the Code on different grounds. Some argued
that the Code should be taken up for consxderauon after ‘the
first general elections. Some shouted that it should be put
before the people of the merged areas and others cried out that
it was a complete abrogation of the Hindu customs and tradi-
_tions. Some pointed to the fundamental rights in' the
Constltuuon
Ambedkar started the battle on january 11, 1950, when he

e
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3 esscd the second session of the Siddharth College ¥ L
nt in Bombay. He declared that it would be wron
cribe the Hindu Code Bill as either radical or revolutionary,
» said that the Bill, while according sanction to the new
ys of progress,' did not oppose the orthodox . practices. - He
urther stated’ that the new Republican Constitution of India
d given a positive direction’ that Government should
ndeavour to prepare a Civil Code for the benefit of the country
a whole. The purpose of the Hindu Code Bill was, he
‘lamed to codify and modify certain branches of the Hindu
welling upon its sxgruﬁcance, he said that it was bene-
m the point of the country’s oneness that the same set
hould govern the Hindu social and religious life. He
r'told his audience that the Hindu laws were being revised
not because the Hindus were a weak people to resist its revival
but for uniformity’s sake. The Hindu Code was a right step
towards a Civil Code. The laws should be easily understand- |
able and be applied to all society irrespective of regional |
barriers. Moreover, a Hindu was free to adopt anybody from
the Hindu Society and he could make a will denying mher:tance‘
to his daughter. ]
.|, As regards the authorlty under which the Code was drafted,‘
he said that the modifications proposed were based on the Hindu
Shastras and Smritis. The property was governed by Dayabhag
system ; the child belonged to the caste of the father under
Pitrisavarnya ; divorce was supported by Kautilya and Parashara |
Smriti; and ‘women’s rights to property were supported. by |
Brihaspati Smriti, he concluded. L
On the evening of 11th January 1950, Ambedkar Was pre- |
sented with a golden casket containing a copy of India’s Consti- i

SEaEeTE e e

|
|
|

tution at a meeting at Parel, Bombay, which was convened bj'
the Bombay Scheduled Castes Federation. Ambedkar said in
reply that he had entered the Constituent Assembly with the
object of safeguarding the interests of the Scheduled Castes and
not with the ambition of drafting the Constitution. However,
through some circumstances the responsibility for drafting the
Constitution fell on his shoulders, and he was proud that his
' .name had been associated with the framers of the Constitution,
because one got such a unique opportunity once in one’s life-
time.
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e said be had been’ bmnded for the last twenty years
\@=procMuslim and pro- ‘British leader. He hoped now that h
Uoworktor India’s Consmuuon would help Hindus to understand
him and also show them how the at.cusatlons hurled at h.un were .
‘utterly untrue. !
‘ \Exhilarated in his hopes, he asked hls people, to shed narrow
outlook and think in térms of the welfare and prosperity of
the nation as a whole.! He istated that so far the country’s
future had. not occupmd any place in their thought; but now .
. the time had come to think in terms of the wider interests of
'« the nation as a whole.© He, therefore, urged his people not to
. maintain their separate enl;lty and asked them to win sympathics
. of all the political parties in the country. The vast meeting,
be said, had falsified the charge that the sand had been swept
from under his feet and showed that the ground was much -
more | firm and solid than before, :

Ambedkar left for Delhi on January 13, There he was
horwured on January 29, by Maharashtrian institutions in New
Delhi. Replymg to the address, he said that the Maharashtrians
_ Were more sincere, mote conscious of their duties to the nation
_ and were ever willing to ‘sacrifice for the cause of the nation.
"‘,He was proud that two Maharashtrians were in the Central
! (}abmer. and the Governor of the Reserve Bank, too, was a
Maharashtrian. In- politics, in learning and in the cause of
acrifice, Maharashtrians were far ahead, he concluded. =
Ambedkar was now at the zenith of popularity, It was
‘natural that his birthday was celebrated in April on a nation-
‘wide scale and functions in connection with it were attended
by eminent men like the Chief Justice Chagla of the Bombay
High Court. Presiding over a birthday celebration meeting at
Naigaon, Bombay, Mr. Justice Chagla said that every Bharatiya
citizen would remember gratefully the name of Ambedkar when

ihe enloyed his rights. He said that he attended the function
| not merely because” Ambedkar was the leader of.the Scheduled
i Castes but becausc hnimnsxdured him a leader belonging to
the whole nation. India’s eminent and popular Justice recalled
~with pride how Ambedkar and he had studied at the samé
time for the Bar in England, how they had started practice at
.the same time, and how both- of them had taught classes "

.

1 The ‘Tirirm of India dated 12-1-1g50.
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L the Law College, Bombay. He observed that Ambedkar@ o
“How,a name well known throughout the world as a great aut

“Fity on Constitutional Law and added that Ambedkar was also
an authomy on politics.*

. Addressing Ambedkar’s birthday meetmg at New Delhi, Mr.
‘ Hanumantaya, an M.P., said that Ambedkar would go down tof
| posterity as a saviour, a constitutional authority, and a da
would dawn when the people would find Ambedkar at the hel
of the nation as the Premier of India. Mr. Sidhwa, anothe
 Member of Parliament, said that, truly speaking, Gandhiji was
influenced by Ambedkar to do something for the political
rights of the Untouchables. Sidhwa further declared that
Ambedkar was the liberator of the downtrodden and was a
-grf:at seer as well,

AX

Ambedkar now reassumed his old role of an 1(‘0noclast
Speakmg at a meeting, on the occasion of the Buddha mnwerff-.”
sary, in New Delhi, he attacked the Godmen in Hmdulsm. H
said that the Buddha's religion was based on morality. "It was‘
based on ethics and the Buddha acted as a guide and not as |
a god whereas Krishna said that he was the god of gods ; Chrm ;
said he was God’s son and Mohammad Paigamber said that he .
was the last messenger of God. Except the Buddha all founders i
of religions claimed for themselves the role of Mokshadaia and
claimed infallibility for themselves, while the Buddha was satls?_
fied with the role of Margadata. The religion of the Buddha” ‘
was morality. In place of God in Buddhism there was morality.
The Buddha propounded a most revolutionary meaning of the
word “ Dharma”. Dharma to Brahmins was Yajnas and
sacrifices to God., In place of Karma the Buddha substituted
morality as the essence of Dharma. The social gospel of.
Hinduism was inequality whereas Buddhism was for equality.
‘The Geeta upheld Chaturvarnya, he added.

f In his article entitled “Buddha and the Future of his
Religion ”, which he contributed to the Mahabodhi Society
Journal for its May number, he summarised his thoughts on
Buddhism as follows: ** (1) The society must have either the

1 The Janata dated 22-4-1950.



] ft mther the souecy is sure to. gOr t6 pxeces. o (2) Rchgm 1),
mn +itis to function, must he in .mcord, with' reason which is
. another name for science. (3) It is not: enough for- rehg’mn to
* .consist ‘of a moral “code, but. its moral. code must recoguise thé -
furxdamental tenets of liberty, 6qt1allty and: iratemrty (4) A
‘Religion must not sancnfy or ennoble poverty.”

Acqprdmg to him Buddhism fulfils these requzrements and
i .- $0 among the existing religions Buddhism is the only relkglon il
_which the world can have. He feels that the propagation of,

esent Bhikshus have neither learning - nor service in them

. the Buddhist fold, “he told a representative of the Janata. a .
reekly. conducted and edited by his son, Mr. Yeshwantrao
Ambedkar, that he was definitely inclined. to Buddhism- becaus_;:
e principles of Buddhism were abiding and were " based -oni”
.. He, however, made it clear that he had not embraced
?msm, nor had he given any message to his followers to -
so He again returned to New Delhi on May 6. He might
v Ucome to Bombay to attend the meeung of the Peoples
ication Society.
On May 19 Ambedkar went to Hyderabad in connection
th the college which he was about” to start at Aurangabad.
ing his stay in Hyderabad he declared that he had been
invited to the Buddhist Conference at Colombo convened by
he Young Men’s Buddhist Association. While in Hyderabad,
~ he addressed a meetmg at the Boat Club where he said that
{sggularxsm did not mean abolition of religion.
Accompanied by his wife and his Party Secretary, Mr.
Rajbhoj, Ambedkar reached Colombo by air on May 25, 1950,
On his arrival at Colombo, he told the pressmen that he had
come there to observe Buddhistic ceremonials and rituals, and
to find out to what extent the ' religion of Buddha was ‘a live -
thing. :
At Kandy, Ambedkar declined to address the Conference_ :
in its representative capacity and even showed dxsappmval of
. some of the resolutions passed by the Conference. He, however;
. wged a declaration on the part of the Buddhistic Conferénce

Buddhxsm needs a Bible and-opines that the majomty of thel :

After this stotmy speech in NCW"DC“lhl, Ambedkar. came to
Bombay on May 5, 1950. Asked whether he was initiated nto. .
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6 But that they would propagate the religion and make sal

g for it. ‘As regards himself, he said: " Even though I
havc not declared myself to be a member .of the fellowshlp,
I have a much deeper purpose in the visit I have undertaken.”

« Ambedkar addressed the® delegates of the Young Men's
Buddhist Association at Colombo ‘on the rise: and fall of Bud-
dhism in India'. Repudiating all suggestions that Buddhism
had disappeared from India, he said : * Buddhism in its material
form had disappeared. I agree.  But as a spiritual force it still
exists,” As regards Hinduism, he said that it went through
three stages: the Vedic Religion, Brahminism and Hinduismu
It was during 'the period of Brahminism that Buddhism was
born. Brahminism preached inequality. Buddhism preached
equality. It was not true, he observed, that after ‘the days of
Shankaracharya Buddhism was dead in India. It was going on

for years together. In fact the Shankaracharya and his teacher‘

were both Buddhists, he added.

Turning to the causes that led to the decline and downfall )

of Buddhism in India, he said that he was digging for materials
on the subject but in his views they were: the adoption of

some rituals and practices from Buddhism by the Vaishnava and
Shaiva cults which were vociferous in their propaganda against

Buddhism. During the invasion by Allauddin Khilji thousands
of Buddhist priests in Bihar were massacred, and consequently

some of them fled for their lives to Tibet, China and Nepal.
In the meanwhile, majority of Buddhists went over to Hinduism,

The third cause was that Buddhism was difficult to practise while
Hinduism was not. ‘The fourth cause was that the political
atmosphere in India had been unfavourable to the advancement
of Buddhism, he concluded.!

But according to Hindu-scholars, thinkers and some foreign
scholars the fall of Buddhism was due to many causes. Owing
to its universalistic ambition its spread was everywhere but it
had geographical centre nowhere. It discarded all national
gods and godmen and acclaimed Buddha the greatest of all
gods, The drunken hero-worship against which Buddha
* revolted was practised with a vengeance by the Buddha's fol-
lowers by taking out processions of his tooth, hair and ashes!

As long as it reacted as a reformative flank in India, Buddhism

1 The Janatae dated 10-6-1950.
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¢ gmund but when it began to act ag'unst the Vedxc I

5 ‘sympathy in India. The Vedu. Hmdus fought the Muslims

‘ bravely and did not fly to any other country. But the Buddhists,
having a centre nowhere, fled to different countries and even, it
i3 said, acclaimed the invasion of India by non-Hindus with
; the ringing of bells. Besides its godlessness, its over-emphasis
5 on redemption, its sad tone, its unconcern with the world, and
| neglect of family, checked rather than fostered enterprise.
. So Hindu leaders warned the Scheduled Caste Hindus that
| if they went over to Buddhism in the hope that the outer
| Buddhistic world would exert influence to improve their destiny
. in India, no blunder or miscalculation could be greater.
' Because of its extra-territorial sympathies Buddhmn lost its
. support and sympathy in India.
. Ambedkar then addressed a meeting in the town hall at
Colombo and appealed to the Untouchables there to embrace
Buddhism. He told them that there was no necessity of their
ving a separate organisation. He also urged Buddhists in
vion to accept the Depressed Classes in Ceylon and look
after their interests with paternal care,
| The Conference over, Ambedkar visited, on his way back,
rivandrum and Madras.  Addressing a meeting at the Legis-
ative Chamber at Trivandrum, he declared that constitutional
morality was far more important than the constitution, and
added that if democracy was to succeed in India, both the
people and the Governments should observe certain moralities
. or conventions, Dealing with the point of impartial adminis-
| tration, he pointed to Britain and remarked that in India there

were many instances of the Party in power showing special
| favours.
. Ambedkar then discussed general principles of the Hindu
3 Code Bill at the State Guest House with the Chief Minister,
Advocate-General, eminent lawyers and retired judges. During
his stay in Trivandrum Ambedkar was taken round some of
the temples in the city and after observmg minutely everything
about temples and the Brahmin priests he exclaxmed~ “ O what
a waste of wealth and food!"

. On his arrival in Bombay, Ambedkar addressed a meeting
on July 25, under the auspices of the Bombay Branch of the
Royal Asmtxc Society. In the course of his speech he refuted
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Jal arges that he wis an opparmmst ‘with regard to his vid
Baddhism. He said that he had been interested in Buddhi
ever since his ‘boyhood At the same meeting Dr. V. M. Kaikini
said that modern Hinduism was nothing but a branch of
‘Mahayan Buddhism with some special beliefs, rituals and caste
system. added to it. The meetmg was premded over by Prof.
N: K. Bhagwat, ‘ '

Ambedkar returned to his headquarters at New Delhi, In
the middle of August and September he visited Bombay for eye
treatment. During the September visit he made a speech at the
Buddha Temple, Worli, on September 29. In the course of his
speech he said that in order to end their hardships people should
embrace Buddhism and added that the present Hinduism was
the same about a thousand years ago. It was nothing but
Buddhism, but after the Mohammedan invasion and on account
of other causes it lost its purity and was mixed up with dross.
In the end he declared that he would devote the rest of his hfe
to the revival and spread of Buddhism in India.

Regretting Ambedkar’s decision to renounce politics, Th
Times of India, Bombay, said that those who knew th
economic and social views of the erudite scholar and doughty:.\
fighter were under no delusion that he would don the polit
clan mantle and take the lead in forming a progressive par
and it attributed his new bent to the disgust of politics. Th
Shankar’'s Weekly, in a sarcastic tone, said that Ambedkar was
nothing more than an Indian to whom renunciation appealed’w i
more than jobs and power. The Weekly suggested that = @
Ambedkar should be regretfully handed over to Aldous Huxleys S
and Aurobindos and should be called Bhikku Bhimrao. ‘

Ambedkar went back to Delhi and again returned to
Bombay at the end of October. In November he returned to
Delhi and circularized among the Members of Parliament a
39-page booklet containing the nature and scope of the changes
in the Hindu Code Bill which was revised by the Law Ministry
in the light of representations from various Hindu organisations
in the country. It was then hoped that the consideration of
the Hindu Code Bill would be taken up sooner but even in
' December 1950 it was not taken up. In December the Law
Minister introduced in Parliament the ‘ Representation of the
People (Number Two) Bill, 1950, to provide for the qualifica-
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Jand disqualifications for membership of Parliament |
/Legislatures,  the condua of elecuons and fov ot
cognate matters, ! | e
On December 22, Parhamem ad]oumed ull February By
11951, and Ambedkar returned to Bombay. Nowadays in most
_cases his visits to Bombay were either in connection with the
~ work of the People’s Education Society or for health reasons. '
. On January 14 he made a speech before the Buddha Vihar, at
Worli, Bombay. He stated that Buddhism flourished for over
1,200 years in India. During the same week he was to have
 been presented with a purse by the Dock workers in Bombay.
But he could not attend that function as he was suffering from
pain in his leg. The purse was recewcd by Mr Bhole on
behalf of the leader.
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| dssue and, therefore, it was unwise on the part of Government

_ on the plea that the times were inopportune, to press forward
' that controversial legislation while there were some who foresaw )

- to absorb the Sikh community. Another- Member said that the

i S
L Back to "‘Oppo's.'itiom i i

’THE day for the battlc on’ the Hmdu Code Bill dawned .md !
all opponents rallieds The Bill. had aroused widespread and |
bitter controversy. 'Social reactionaries ‘raised 'a hue and ay
in the name of rehgwn Political opponents of the Congress
drummed that there was no mandate from the people on the

to rattle the Bill through Parliament.. Others opposed the Bill

the break-up of the Hindu society if the Bill was passed in its

.present form. . The political opponents of the Congress argued‘ i

that the Congress manifesto of 1945 contained no mention of
the Hindu Gode Bill ; nor could the present Parliament, elected
1nd1rectly by the States legislatures, possess popular authoﬂt‘
on the issue; nor'could a Government which styled itself as a
¢carctaker Government do so. ' They further  argued . tha
secularism .did not mean that the Hindu Society could have no
say in a matter affecting.its social structure. : :
"The Congress Party, t0o, was ramified into sections. over thi
issae. - Nehru had  yehemently declared, on his arrival from‘
America, that his Government would resign if the Hindu Code
Bill: was not passed by Parliament. Another boss of the Con-
gress Party, Sardar Patel, had declared his unmistakable oppor
sition to the Bill and said that.it,would not be taken into con
sideration at all. Up to now Nehru seemed to throw his weight
in favour of the Bill and Sardar Patel and Dr. Rajendra Prasad
were ag'unst it. ‘
Amid such atmosphere Ambedkax introduced. the Hmduﬁ,‘ .
Code Bill on February b, 1951. Speaking on the Bill, Pandit
Thakurdas Bhargava said that the Punjab should be exempted
from its purview. Sardar Hukum Singh, the Sikh spokesman,
regarded the Bill as a dubious attempt on the part of the Hindus

legxslators had no. m@daxe &om tb,c peogk

,’ -
e ; /~"
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odewould be umform throughout Indxa As regards the Sikh
shjection, he replied that “ the application of the Hindu Code
to the Sikhs, Buddhists and Jains was a historical development
and 1t would be too late, sociologically, to object to it. When
the Buddha differed from the Vedic Brahmins he did so only
in matters of creed, but left the Hindu legal framework intact.
He did not propound a separate law for his followers. The
same was the case with Mahavir and the ten Sikh Gurus. The
Privy Council had as early as 1830 laid down that the Sikhs
| were governed by the Hindu Law.”* Yo those who asked for
e Civil Code he said that he wag surprised to see the opponents
. of the Bill turn overnight the protagonists of a Civil Code, and
| added that he suspected their serious intention and pious pur-
\ _pose for having a good law for the country. Referring to the
sint of secularism, he said that the idea of a secular State in
‘the constitution did not mean that they could abolish religion.
It meant that Government could not thrust amy particular
religion (on the people. The suggestion for referendum he
rejected on the ground that Parliament was sovereign Parhament
competent to make and unmake laws. :
. The debate continued for three days and the comldf.ratlon
_ of the Bill was postponed to the next session which was to meet
. September 1951,
Ambedkar, outside his library, is a beehive of opposition
and storms. While laying the foundation stone of Ambedkar-
Bhavan in New Delhi, he made a violent attack, in the middle
‘ ml‘f’Apﬁl 1951, on the Central Government, accusing the Govern-
ment of apathy towards the rights of the Scheduled Castes. This
b ‘was a bitter broadside and it rocked the thinking world of India.
| The Congress Party was deeply perturbed at tiis and even
Premier Nehru conveyed to Dr. Ambedkar his sense of dis-
pleamre against his remarks.  Some of the Congress leaders mur-
_mured that Ambedkar should not be allowed to continue as @
Member ol the Cabinet with whose policies he was in disagree-
ment, while the Law Minister's supporters said that he was
1s:;eported and non-Congress Party leaders said that Ambedkar
,had‘ every rxght to exercise his freedom of expression at least
in fespect of problem:, affecting his own community. Some of

L The Times of India dated -2-1951.
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Two days after when' Ambedkar mtroduced the Represem |
tation of the Pcoplﬂ (Amendment) Bill, his Sunday punch had
. repercussions in Parliament. Mr. Kapoor acidly described the
- Bill as “ an election stunt on the part of Ambedkar who wanted
to extract the fullest advantage by caatmg himself in the role
. of a saviour of the Scheduled castes”. Upon this Ambedkar
- protested saying that the Bill had been introduced before he
had delivered his Sunday punch, and he was stung to remark ;
+ #You can go dhead Mr. Kapoor, 1 have borne all this for
i twcmy five years,” Then Kapoor went on to say that Ambedkar -~ |
was “ a bold and audacious man who levelled accusations against ;
|
|

his Cabinet colleagues and fellow M.P.s .. The bitterness was
increasing and it was even said that Nehm was to submit his
resignation to the President at the end of the current session |
of Parliament in order to pcrmu himself to reform and reaj L
“organise his Cabinet and even.had asked Ambedkar to resign
if he was not prepared to retract his charge. Things  ha
indeed, come to such a pass.. When Ambedkar returned
‘ Bombay at the end of Apml 1951 c1rcles dose to hm’i smd ‘

y before, the general electlons
. After returning to New. Delhi in- May, the Law‘ ]
presented the Representation of the People Bill fo Parli
'During the course of his 90-minute speech he resolved doubts
-'and disputes with a patient explanation or dlsconcercmg o
partee. While discussing the qualifications for membershlp of
Parliament, he observed thai Parliament could not be allowed
to degenerate into an association of “ Chorus gxrls ", always dutlt*
fully crying “ditto ” to Government. The serious business in
the House had its humorous interludes, The serious scholaf!
exposition was enlivened, now and then, with flashes of humou
The M.P, who Wanted to become both a Parliamentarian and
‘permit-holder would have to choose cither of the two,
Ambedkar. Mz, Lakshmikant Maitra of Bengal mtérrupt
saymg “whichever is more profitable!l . =
\ In the course of the debate Dr. Parmar askéd Am
. whether the Princes should he debarred from hmnng
of Parliament The Law. Minister answered: “ :ma«' ;




DR AMBE])K‘&K‘w UII“E AND stsmn

or of the first Enghsh Dictionary, defined a pﬂhtt
doner as a slave of the Govemmmt but he himself subs
sently accepted @ pension from the Government. It is no
use being too logical.” | Thereupon Dr. Parmar asked: * Are
political pensioners debarred from. the House ' of Commons?”
Ambedkar flashed back: ‘‘ No,'only Lords and lunatics as they
used to say!” And the House burst into a resounding laughter.
. Meanwhile,  some decisions of the High Courts and an
_ important decision of the Supreme Court raised some vital points
'in conmection with the Article 15(i) \and Article 29(2). The
_ Supreme | Court invalidated the Madras State Government’s
communal order on admission of students to colleges and ser-
vices. ~ A series of court decisions nullified ‘the Article 19(2)
‘and Article 81 in respect of freedom of speech and property.
. So the Union Government moved the Constitution Amend-
‘ment Bill in Parliament stating' that the Bill sought no other
changes, but brought out what was implicit in the Constitution
nd gave effect 'to' the intentions of that charter.. Ambedkar
ose in an expectant House to defend the Amendment. * Then
slowly. and deliberately,” observes the special correspondent of
e Times of India, Bombay,  but with all the weighty almost
mevu&ble decision of the steam-roller in motion, Dr. Ambedkar
expmded its real purpose and meaning, and crushed much of
the criticism, which when he rose to speak, seemed to have
decimated  Primé Minister Nehru's ongmal statement ‘when
by initiated the! discussion.” il
' Turning to the Supreme Court judgment, which had in-
lidated the Communal Order of the Madras State Government
~ on the ground that it involved discrimination between castes,
. Ambedkar remarked that * it was utterly unsatisfactory and was
‘not in consonance with the Articles of the Constitution ', This
~ remark created a storm in the House. When it died down,
~ Ambedkar explained that the Supreme Court had overlooked the
operative word “only ” in Article 29(2)-" No citizen shall be
denied admission into any educatlonal institution on grounds
cmly‘af religion, race and caste.” He further stated that Article
46 directed the State to protect the interests of weaker classes.
If then Article 46 was to be fulfilled, he added, the Articles 16(4)
1d 29(2) must be amended; The Amendment to Article 19(2)
wolved the addition of three .more heads of restrictions. to

rﬁ;gdom, of speechiand expresdion, public order.and. incite-

1



“iiat the motion was! approved and the Bill was referred to.a
| Select Committee. The overwhelming decision in favour of the
~ motion was largely the result of a very eloquent and impressive
| speech delivered by Dr. Ambedkar;  *His peroration for its |
| incisiveness and lucidity of exposition concerning difficult and |
_ delicate constitutional and legal issues must rank as one of the |
. most outstanding’ debating 'performances ever witnessed in this
 Parliament,” concluded the Reporter of The Tinies of Indiat = |
|| 'The Press, however, attacked Government for ity tindignified
" baste and said that the champions of the freedom of speech
 and. éxpression having Settled down in the seats of power, were }'f
~“now.‘~th‘ems,ﬁlves"‘\impqs;ing rigid restrictions upon thent, Some . |
. doubted the competency of the present Parliament to passithe
amendment of the Constitution, and even ‘criticised Ambedkar =

for defending the ‘amendment. ‘ S
1 In May  again ' Ambedkar delivered = another broadside
‘against Hinduism on the occasion of the Buddha Jayanti Celébr
tions in New Delhi. - In the coutrse of his speech Ambedkar a
 buted all the vices of the Hindus such as violence; immiora
and - corruption in  Government offices, to deterioratio
Hinduism, and declared that real salvation for India
~¢ome when the people embraced Buddhism.: This meetin,
< presided over by the Ambassador of France and it ‘was attenc
by almost all Ambassadors in Delhi. o His critics said that
~ was very strange that Ambedkar, who was'striving his best
codify: the Hindu Law, and, in fact, was pulling on with' th
_ Governnient with that end in wview, should ‘antagonise the
. Hindus ‘on every occasion.  This ‘speech evoked bitter remark
. against’ Ambedkar in newspapers which said that his‘tbi_i‘(';‘al y
"Ambedkar’s charge was untrue. ' On eminent Hi‘ndu‘leadm‘jé this
speech had no effect and they seemed to think that repeal
thunders excited no‘more terror than the noise of a mill,
- In July and August Ambedkar was busy with his educatior
activities. He had started a new college at Aurangaba
" the foundationstone of the new building for the colleg
- Aurangabad was laid a few days later, on. September
. President of the Indian Republic, Dr. Rajénc :

[ The :Zfimm:nfﬁlndwdmaj;‘,%,%,
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| \Iowmg tribute to. Ambedkar for hxs erudition and f@L
| in spreading education among the poor classes.

amended highly the aim and xde'tls of the People 5 Edumnon

, Socxew ;
L - Ambedkar now looked txred He wrote on August 10 19.)1
 to Nehru that his health was causing anxiety to him and
to his doctors, and before he put himself into the hands of
 his doctors, he was anxious that the Hindu Code Bill should
“  be disposed of. He, therefore, asked Pandit Nehru for a higher
| 4l-priority by taking it up in Parliament for consideration on
. August 16, so that it would be completed by September 1.  He
further observed that the Prime Minister knew that he attached
greater importance to that measure and would be prepared to
undergo any strain on his health to get the Bill through. The
Prime Minister, Pandit Nehru, wrote in reply on the same day
_that he should take things easy and as there was opposition
_inside and outside to the Hindu Code Bill, the Cabinet had
| 'mded that it should be taken up at the beginning of September

95 !

‘duwly, Nehru himself urged in the ﬁrst week  of
ptexhbcr at the meeting of the Congress Parliamentary Party
for a speedy disposal of the Hindu Code Bill. /It was the last
ssion of Parliament. The majority in the Congress Parlia-
mentary Party were against the measure and wanted to put off
mnaderanon till the new Parliament.  They, therefore, .
ve freedom of vote to their party members in Parliament.
e Bill was not taken up in the first week of September. Just
en it was decided at the Congress Party meeting that one
_ part of Hindu Code Bill, the Marriage and Divorce, should be
taken up on September 17, and the other clauses relating to
_ property would be taken up later if time permitted.
~ September 17 dawned. Strong police pickets posted round
e Parliament buildings were fully engaged with rival groups
». excxted women demonstrators in the morning when Parlia-
ment b@gan consideration of the long awaited Hindu Code Bill.
The guns from the other side began to boom! Dr.
okerjee said that the Hindu Code Bill would shatter the
! cent structure of Hindu culture and stultify a dynamic
catholic way of life that had wonderfully adapted itself to
changes for centuries. He, however, suggested that the
cxple should be applied to the members of ‘all rehgmns on
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1€ basis of humau law and taunted that there was an o
ity o nnplcmcnt ‘secularism. Gadgil made a spir
“speech in defence of the Bill saying that the Bill was necessary
to bring the law into line with the existing public morality. -
Sardar Bhopendra Singh Mann termed the Code a conversion
law and added that the mew Manu of Ambedkarian religion |
should not be imposed upon him. Pandit Kunzru supported
the Bill in his characteristic sober speech. Pandit Malaviya
warned the Government not to demolish the fabric of respect {
for law. ‘The women Members described the Blll as a testame:nt
of their faith in the Constitution, |
While discussions were going on in Parliament on the L
Hindu Code Bill, Nehru lost his grit' and suggested a compro-
mise that the Divorce and Marriage part of the Bill should be
treated as a separate Bill. So, on September 19, Ambedkar |
announced in Parliament that since the exigencies of time
would not permit the House to legislate on any more th
Part 1I of the Hindu Code Bill during that session, the secor
part would stand as a self-contained Marriage and Dworce Bi
This truncated Bill the opponents hotly debated. Th
were determined to talk it out. There was no pressure fro
the whip. There was no timelimit on speeches. At thi
critical stage of the Bill, the Law Minister himself added fuel
to the fire of the opponents of the Bill. Desperately d
‘ appomted at the slow progress and extraordinarily long disc
sion lasting four days during this session and three days du
the last one on the second clause, Ambedkar made a fighting
speech on September 20, in which he referred to the story o
. Rama and Sita which created an uproar in the House ai
alienated public opinion. It wounded the religious suscepubx
lities of some Hindu Members one of whom rose excitedly and
shouted: * We stand for progress and are prepared to vote f
the Bill without listening to the Minister’s abuse and invecti
against the Hindu religion.” The Law Minister replied
had the Members done so his speech would have been red
ant. He, however, said that he had not even rcmotely m{
to wound anybody's feelings and if he had done so inad
ently, he apologised. On a request from another Mem
expressed his wdl;ngness to have the passage deleted
records. W

R
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Foake ‘]ees remarks were not worth serious conslderdtmn as he
had not opposed the Code while he was in the Cabinet but
,apposed it wow for the sake of opposition. 'He asserted that
" the previous eniactment amending the' Hindu Law had always
been made applicable to the Sikhs and the law had all along
. assumed that Sikhs, for purposes of law, were Hindus'. As
regards the speech of Sardar Bhopendm Singh Mann, he said
that it was repugnam and there was again uproar in the House
i there bemg cries of "lyour Sp{‘:tCh s repugnant to the whole
| House
| The uncalled-for attack on Rama and ‘Sxta and the pungent
desperate tone worsened the situation and alienated more than
. most: Members, Ambedkar brought hornets' nest around his
ears and ‘some of the bees stung Nehru who lost his grit com-
pletely and in confusion asked Ambedkar to drop the Bill,
Describing Nehru's stat¢ of imind at this juncture one journalist
Quoted johnsons famous remark on Goldsmith: * He wrote
like an angel and spoke like Poor Paul.” il
/On September 22 the debate on clause 4 came to an end.
On September 24, the debate was resumed. Mr. Ramnarayan
said that Dr. Ambedkar was likened to Manu but Manu
Mahashay . was accepted by all; he was not guarded by the police
while making laws. On. September 25, clause 4 of the Hindu
ode Bill was adopted by the House without enthusiasm or
rotest and the galleries ebbed out as other Bills came up for
nsideration. 'Even the Marriage and Divorce Part of the
indn Code Bill could not be complete. The Bill was let
down in a tragic manner and in the words of Ambedkar it was
Killed and buried, unwept and unsung after four clauses were
passed’. A few months before this incident Mr. Justice
ajmdragadkar of the Bombay High Court, a famous jurist
Sanskrit scholar, in the course of his speech on the Hindu
Code Bill before the students of Karnatak University, had said:
"Dr. Ambtdkzu‘ gives us Hindus our Code, his achievement
would go down in history as a very eloquent piece of poetic
istice indeed.” Demny, however, seemed unwilling to concede
he Law Mmlster the full laurels of a modern Manu!l
Ambcdkars d1sappomtment was sore. He was griff and
i 'The news of his tesignation flashed in the news-
g He resxgned his seat from the Cabinet on September
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) In his letter of resignation he wrote to the Premier:

a long time T have been thinking of resigning my seat from

abinet. The only thing that had held me back from giving

effect to my intention was the hope that it would be possible

to give effect to the Hindu Code Bill before the life of the pre:
sent Parliament came ‘to an end. I even agreed to break up
the Bill and restricted it to Marriagé and Divorce in the fond
hope that at least this much of our labour may bear fruit. But
even that part of the Bill has been killed, I see no purpose in
my continuing to be a Member of your Cabinet.” He, how-
ever, as a matter of civility to the Premier and to the Cabinet;
_expressed his willingness to continue till the Bills and motions
standmg in: his' name were finished for ‘which he pleaded
priority.. Nehru appreciated his hard labour at the Bill and
said that the Fates agld the rules of procedure were against the

.oBlll He agreed to ‘accept his. resignation from the last date
of the current session, and asked for a copy of his spcech in
advance. In reply Ambedkar informed the Premier on Octo~
ber 4 that if he prepared a speech he would give him a co
and stated that he had obtained permission of the Depu
Speaker to make his statement on October 11, after the busmﬁé
standmg in his name was finished. ]

Ambedkar continued in office till after the Dasara HGW

days Parliament resumed work on October 11, 1951. Th
was no question’ hour on that day. The Delimitation Ore
were taken first. After that work the Deputy Speaker calle
on Mr, Mahatab to move the Industries Development and Reg
lation Bill. ' It was at this juncture that Ambedkar rose to su
mit that he should be heard first. But he was surprised when
he was told by the Deputy Speaker that he would have been
allowed to speak then if he had earlier submitted a cOpy of his
statement to the Chair. The Deputy Speakcr added that he
should, however, make his speech at 6 p.m. Upon this Kunzru
and Kamath inquired if it did not amount to pre- -censorshi
In answer to a query the Deputy Speaker said that as he was
the custodian of the rights and privileges of Parliament, it w'
necessary for him to see that the statement contained not
irrelevant or libellous. He then turned to Ambedkar and
continued: “ Hon'ble Minister. . . .” But he was cut off
the Doctor who retorted that he was no' longer a Minister an.
he did not intend to submit to that kmd of dlctate. ‘He '
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“4s he remgned hm seat fmm the Mimstry!
| Most Members were unhappy at this turn of eventq They
:'werc wvery anxious to hear Ambedkar. They applauded him
he went out. Section 128 of the rules of procedure does
t specifically mention that the Speaker should be in posses-
n of an advance copy of the statement of a Minister who
_resigns and wants to make a statement. The Deputy Speaker
said at 6 pam. that he would have permitted Dr. Ambedkar to
_read his statement even if he had stll chosen not to submit
i *cnpy of his statement in advance for scrutiny. Members,
however, were at a loss to understand how pre~censor%h1p, it
ecessary at 10:15 a.m., became unnecessary at 6 p.m. The next
¢ House Welcomed Ambedkar back to its. Fold as leader
pposltmn '
redkar gave hxs statement to Lhe newspapers imme-
| ftcr‘.hns walk-out, 1In it he stated five points on which
from the Cabinet. He explained how Nehru left
/ery Cabinet Committee although he had promised
e Planning Department when he offered him Law
The second point was the charge levelled against
ent that it had apathy towards the Scheduled Castes
: differed from Government policy over Kashmir and
- right solution for the Kashmir issue is to parti-
lee the Hmdu and Buddhmt parts to Indxa

| pmnt was the wrong Eorelgn pohcy of India wh§c11
en@mms rather than friends. Owing to that wrong

hé‘ Hindu Code Bill through It was thus
he went out not as a sick ‘man but a very
for, he said, he was the last man to
ecause of illness.
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| The reaction of the Press and people to Ambedkar’s |
resignation was very favourable. The Times of India said in |
its editorial: * Bereft of the crown of Manu, Dr. Ambedkar f
~ none the less leaves the Government with a considerable record |
of achievement behind him, The Cabinet is not overburdened !
with talent, and the departure of this discerning scholar and |
industrious student of public affairs cannot but dim its limited |
lustre,” * Political memories, it is true,” added the editorial, |
_ “are short but in shedding old prejudices Dr. Ambedkar |
showed himself capable of rising to the height of new responsi- |
bilities and occasions.” “India can ill-afford,” continued the
editorial, “to lose the service of this. able politician and it
would be little short of tragedy, personal and national, if D
Ambedkar were to relinquish the national stage and relapse |
into communal politics.” “ A formidable ally,” concluded th
editorial, * Dr. Ambedkar is also a foeman worthy of one’s ste
The last few years have seen him harnessing his outstane
ability to constructive purposes and both the country and
community stand to gain if he continues in that path.”!
. The National Standard, Bombay, observed: “There
few men in the country so well equipped as Dr. Ambedka
‘take charge of Planning, or of Finance, or of Commerce
Industry. What the Government loses the country hopes
gain by his constructive association with the Opposition,” T
Free Press Journal, Bombay, was sorry that a Minister
Ambedkar's eminence should have been forced to make his
from the Cabinet in so unhappy a manner. ‘Writing on  the
tuling of the Deputy Speaker, the Journal said: “ The Deputy
Speaker in his wisdom has thought otherwise, In doing so, he
even cast aspersions on the Minister by saying that the'Ghai‘i‘_‘
had power to stop ‘irrelevant, libellous and improper  state:
ments’. This is hard on the Minister who certainly did not
deserve that treatment. The Minister ought to have been pe
mitted to make his statement as scheduled.” e
The Executive Body of the Scheduled Castes Féd‘ér
met in the first week of October 1951 at New Delhi to consid
the election manifesto meticulously drafted by their le.
Ambedkar. The S.G.F. declared that it would have no tr
with the Congress, the Hindu Sabha or the Reds in electior
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Akibedkar was now free tp make his move and reappe:
gt the/ political party platform. He addressed a meeting at
 ultander in the last week of October. . There he declared that

. there was no place for the Scheduled Castes in the heart of the
~ Congress Party and added 'that Nehru suffered from  Muslim
| inania and his heart was' pitiless to the Scheduled ‘Castes. | A
. few days later Ambedkar addressed a meeting of Lucknow Uni-
" yemsity students and warned the country against indifference to

' the backward classes and said that if they were frustrated in

fate of ‘the country would be doomed. In regard to the Kash-

‘which cannot be denied.” el e ‘

nbedkar then returned to. his permanent abode  in
on November 18. When he arrived in Bombay, he was
joint reception by the S.C.F. and Socialist Party at the
erminus. After this colourful reception, he was
~procession to the Siddharth College which was his
during his stay in Bombay. On his arrival, he tagk
ing his party for election purposes. He imnacdaely
election front against the Congress Party and at a
 Chowpatty, Bombay, declared that it was Subhas
o won Independence for India and not the Congress
Next evening he addressed a meeting held under the
uspices of the S.C.F. and the Socialist Party in the Sir
 Jehangir Hall, where he declared that the Congress
had failed to give people pure ‘administration, and

fa

d his sore disapproval of the statement of Nehru, who,
President of the Congress, had; declared that corruption
a was not such a great evil as should demand. great
ni Referring to the Congress criticism that Ambedkar
grateful to the Congress Party, he quoted a citation from
ish philosopher who said, “No man can be ungrateful at

f his integrity ; no nation can be ungrateful at the
' independence, and no woman can’ be ungrateful at
of her honour.” i e i

ying to another question, he said that it was not true

e told his audience that it was one of the greatest

 their attempts to rise to the status of equality, the Scheduled
 Castes Federation might prefer the Communist systern and the

mir isstie he said: ' If we cannot save the whole of Kashmiry at
ast let us save our Xith and kin. It:is a-plain gnalysis of the

nto the Cabinet through the efforts of Mr. S. K. -
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sstiuent Assembly.  He, however, said that it was Nehru who
called him in his chambers and gave him an offer of Mjnister'-
ship. .
. Ambedkar addressed a meetmg at Nare Park Bombay, and
told his people that the Congress was not looking into the wel- |
fare of the Scheduled Castes and Backward Classes. At a mass
' meeting attended by about two lakhs of people at Shivaji Park, |
Bombay, on November 25, he asked Nehru to join the Socialist |
Party and lead the country. He impressed upon the mammoth |
audience the need for an Opposition Party to build, the nascent
Democracy in India and keep the ruling party in check. i ;
In his whirlwind election tour, Nehru visited Bombay and |
Madras and in the course of his speeches at these places he said
that it was very surprising and strange that Ambedkar did not i
oppose his foreign policy in the Cabinet meetings though ke
had been a Minister for nearly four years. Ambedkar mu
have remembered his reply to Dr. Mookerjee on th@ Hm&
Code Bill!
Ambedkar in his vehemence against the C.ongresa_l'
made a speech before the Muslims of Bombay, impressing upo
their minds the importance of separate electorates. This
speech was lamented by many of his sympathisers who saxd
it was unbecoming of the Father of the Constitution.
The Congress Party was the oldest and the best orga
party -in the country. Their election preparatmm werc g
on for months together methodically and energetically. Besi
it was a ruling Party. Ambedkar could not do much in th
direction of organising his Party and. owing to his faxlm
health could not go outside Bombay for election propagand;
For the last ten years he was not in close touch with his o‘r‘gﬁn a-
tion, as he had to stay in Delhi as Labour Member and
Minister. He had no correct idea of the strcngth and eﬂicm
‘of his Party and that of the Socialist Party, The clemuns
Parliament and to the State Assemblies were held in ti
month of January 1952. The election tide flowed with Nehs
and Ambedkar together with the Socialist Party was swept awa
at the polls, Ambedkar getting 1,238,576 votes as against th
950 vote

Congress nominee, Mr. Kajrolkar, who secured 1,87,
i ARG




" was a colossal faﬂure an Ambadkar feﬂ hke a mcket '
It provcd once again that theré is no gratitude in pohucs The
_ mation which had con[mvd so mmuch glory on him seemed now
. unwilling tor ‘show him gratity The adyocacy for the parti-
tion of K.ashnfnr,L his speech before the Bombay Muslims on
Se};arate electorates for the Muslims, lack of positive speeches
"befare the people and qbove all the weakuess of his disorganised
‘party resulted in the rout. During ‘the whole election cam- -
paign, said a paper while writing on his defeat e laid emphasis
he dc{'ccts of the Congress Government but dzd not lay

c‘Mr Raibho}, was the only sufvrvor in the electmn
He was elected to Parliament against heavy odds.

ediately after the polling, Ambedkar left for Delhx.
ement which he msued from Delhi, on Ianuary 5 he

»been belled 50 gross1y is rcallv a 'matter for
he ,Electmn Commissioner.” The Soualm leader,
"ed o\ %tatement from (“alcutt"l and said that

m Delhl when the results of the Botnbay
se of People were declared. The' poli-
as sad and full of surprise at Amm:kars

N

dkar came down to Bombay, his admirers and
ded him in the middle of March 1952 to file
n to one of the 17 seats allotted to the Bombay
cil of States’ and he was declared elected at
onth.. In April 'his birthday was ecelebrated
. Literate people. who had a grudge .
“his caustic speeches against the Congress
old hls 1gnorant people in rhe v1llageq




'BACK TO OPPOSITION
ind was routed! He had run out his role, they tol
inischievously ; and the poor people snarled at
calumniators. j ,
- Ambedkar had many thmgs to do in connection with his
college activities. He went to Aurangabad to attend a meeting
of the People’s Education Soclety concermng the college at
Aurangabad. There he said in an interview that the step of
converting the Osmania University into a Hindi University was
ill-advised and added that the Central Government could have |
picked out one of the Universities in North India. 2
He thien went to Delhi to attend the session of the Council t
~ of States which opened in the last week of May 1952, 'There ’
|
f

in an explosive speech on the Budget he described the defence
budget as being the greatest stumbling block in the path of the |
progress of the country and said: * The army is eating into the |
vitals of the funds that are necessary for the well-being of e |
country.” If the defence budget were reduced by Rs. 50 crores,
he said, it would do much good to the country. If India
foremn policy aimed at maintenance of friendship and pe
who were the enemies against whom it was necessary to
tain a huge army? he asked
At this juncture Ambedkar appeared in the Supreme Cour
on behalf of the Zamindars of U.P. in connection wwh £
U.P. Zamindari Abolition and Land Reforms Act. Ambedk' ;
/ argument was that there was lack of legislative competence
lic purpose in enacting the LtW The Supreme Court, :
ever,‘_ ed the appeal. (
Then came the news that Ambedkar was to recew&:
Doctorate of Laws at the Columbia University convocatmnu
June b. Learning commands universal respect. ik
In fact he was to have received the Degree at the hands o
General Eisenhower, who was then President of the Universi
but Cabinet responsibilities, and, later, electioneering, came i
the way of the trip. It was said that the University was
reluctant to confer it in absentia. Ambedkar said that his wifé
was not accompanying him to New York for lack of an adeq"
supply of dollars,
From New Delhi he returned to Bombay on Saturday, M
81. At night he was felicitated at a dinner party at the Cri
Club of India, Bombay, by Dr, V. S. Patankar, Principal
Mr. K. V. Chitre, Registrar of the Slddharth Collc:ge.

vy




LiNepsities had yet thought of h oumng Dr, Ambﬂdkar v

‘was-the Chwf Architect of the Indian Constitution. Not even
the Bombay University of which he had been a student had.
. taken she initiative and it was left to a t‘m‘elgn University, to
. honour him, he added, Ambedkar replied that although he
~ was said to possess vxtrmhc ‘temperament and had on many occa-
sions conflicts with those in authority, no one should be under an
; apprehmswn ‘that he would say anynhmg harsh there about

untry and always had the interests of the country at heart.
at the Round Table Conference he had been two hundred
ahead of Gandhiji so far as the interests of the country,
e-concerned, he added.

A bedkar left Bombay for New York by a T.WA. plane
, 1952. 'K large gathering of his followers and
gave Ium a send-off at the Santa Cruz airport. On
‘ nvocaucm took place. Columbia University con-
perwns the honorary degree of Doctor of Laws.

g him an honorary degree of Doctor of Laws, at
mmencement exercises, the University hailed
framer of the Constitution, Member of the
e Council' of States, one of India’s leading
I reformer and a valiant upholder of
edkar. received the degree before a large
.watch 6$48 graduates of Columbia’s 17
Among those wha

that the American “public was Iavourably
akxstan On mqumes he was told in

f her foreign representauves and ambas-

it abroad inexperienced men to represent
as the opinion of the American pro-
hat Indian students received ‘education
could not derlve sufficient guldanctz

S
v

India. He had not on 4 smgle occasion been a traitor to the
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d E‘ owledge Emm it, nor dxd they derive any mspxrauo I ‘

A few days later Ambedkar and, ' Asoka Mehta,‘ the !
Socialist leader, filed election petitions pleading that the pro- |
parranda aimed at influencing the electorate to cast both votes
in a double-member constituency in favour of the same candi-
date amounted to a corrupt election practice and hence these
elections should be held invalid. The respondents against
these petitions were Mr, 8. A. Dange, Dr. Deshmukh, Dr, V. B.
Gandhi, Mr. Kajrolkar and others.

The hearing of the election pleas of Ambedkar and Asoka
Mehta commenced in Bombay before the Election Tribunal in
the first week of October 1952. Ambedkar appeared in person
and said that the propaganda for wastage of votes was illega
and that it was a gross perversion of law to arouse communal
feeling among the electorates. The appeal, however, ’Wﬂh dis
missed.

On September 28 Ambedkar addressed a met.ung cxf t:
Scheduled Castes organisations at Nare Park, Bombay,
he publicly criticised the organisers of the Building Fu
asked the organisers to submit accounts 1mmedmtely ]
to his people that he had lost faith in the educated men
his community and pinned his faith on the illiterate. :
in an angry mood so much so that when in his ten-mint

someone whispered on the rostrum, he roarf*d“,‘
tolerate this. Give me the accounts tomorrow.” Th
caused a flutter among his lieutenants. The Buildmg
was started in 1931 and the collection is yet. incomplete.

He left for New Delhi in the first week of November
returned in December. :

On December 16, 1952, Ambedkar addressed the students
annual gathering at the Elphinstone College on * the problem
of modern students ”. He appealed to the students to Teorganis
university educatlon to meet the requirements of the modern
world, and to make the University a place for knowledge”an
not a centre for training clerks,

In December 1952, the members of the Paona Dzsmct: ‘
Library invited Ambedkar to unveil the portrait of Mr. L,
Gokhale and declare open the collections of the backs donated
to the library. Ambedkar unveiled the portrait and decla

~ Open the new sections of the library on Deccmb‘ '
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yona, and addressed the gathering on the “ Con
Edény for the Successful Working of Democracy 7y In €
““jmiportant speech he observed | that ! Democracy is always
| changing its form, that it is not always the same in the same
~ country and that it undergoes changes in purpose . According
~ to him, he said, the purpose of modern Democracy was not so
much to put a curb on an autocratic King but to bring about
_ the welfare of the people. Referring to the definition of Walter
“B-‘agﬁhot that democracy was government by discussion and that
of Abraham Lincoln that ‘a government of the people, by the
_people, for the people’, Ambedkar said that his own definition
 a form and a mefhod of government whereby revolutionary
s in the economic and social life of the people are brought
thout bloodshed . He then dealt extensively with the
nd said that the first thing required for the successful
of Democracy was that there must be no glaring in-
ies and there must be neither an oppressed class nor a
lass. The second thing required was the existence
n to show whether the Government was going wrong.
\ing was equality before law and in administration.
the observance of constitutional morality, The
that the successful working of Democracy
unctioning of moral order in society ; for moral
r granted in Democracy. The last thing was
ent of public conscience, he concluded. This
speech became a topic for discussion for many
apes. ) ey
for Kolhapur, and on December 24, 1952,
ual gathering of the students of the Rajaram
e course of his speech he observed: Knowledge
of a man’s life'and every effort must be made |
‘int&:llét:tua'l\ stamina of a student and arouse |
' He asked the students to develop their thinking |
nd make use of the knowledge they had gained. Dr. |
\bedkar distributed the prizes.
Women of Kolhapur gathered in their thousands to present
ddres: Dr. Ambedkar. Replying to their address,
d to the Hindu Code Bill and said that none
ominent Indian women leaders were really interested
stess of women and stated that the Hindu Code
ke milk spoiled by mixture with a bitter
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.| He added that if they wanted to have the Hindu {QJ
‘?asSe'd?,‘_théy“should:ﬁnd“two ‘fat‘ women to fa‘snr Add &)

District anch of the Scheduled Castes Federamm, Ambedkar :
sounded a mote of warning to the ruling party that if the lot
of the Scheduled Castes was not improved by the next election,
the ‘icheduled Castes Federation would be forced to take stern
measures which might upset the chariot of the Government and
~anarchy might follow.' He recalled the dreadful results of the
French and Russian revolutions in the past and thundered: “T |
shall wait for another couple of years or even till the next |
elections, for the alleviation of the misery of my people and if j
a new deal is not forthcommg through negotiations, I shall bé
forced to take recourse to stern measures.” ! The speech tamdd
the ‘whole iissue of the future of the Scheduled Castes.
All newspapers again criticised his speech and' althon
wme of them realised the depth and gravity of his. resrles nes
many said that his threats might be dismissed without
~ ado since he had been issuing threats at mterVals, To
he was a by-word for threats! [
.+ In February 1953 Ambedkar was present ata rccept:
in New Delhi by Mr, Rajbhoj in honour of Mr. M. R. M
‘Vzc&l’resxdent of the Indo-Japanese Cultural Associa
}apan Speakmg on the occasion, ‘Ambedkar said i
‘come to the conclusion that the present gr:nemtxonz
g‘eneratwns would have ultimately to choose betw«
of Buddha and the gospel of Karl Marx.?
East had élready become more important. >than
he feared that if the Buddhist' Gospel was ne
‘ hlstory of conﬂxct in Europe would be repeateﬂ

“rang with chmours for steps towards the rmnqval of un
ability and p‘tsqed a resolut:on calling for the enactmen

of Parliament who participated i thic debate, compla 4
untouclmblhty was abohshed on paper but not m pmv

% The Ttmes of India dated 29-12*1952 :
’The Free Press ]rmmal dated 16- 2~1g53L i
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He and how in De]hx a barber 1efuﬂed to shave a Harxyan
. Member of Parliament. And ‘yet the caste Hindu leaders
gramble that Ambedkar is still bitter and does not forget thel
past!
In May Ambedkar delwered in Bombay a grand eulogy on
‘Buddhxsm, and reiterated his faith in and dedication to the
‘ propagauon of Buddhism. A few days later he gave an inter-
view to Mr. Crowley for his transmission series in which the
. eader of the Scheduled Castes told him that if the social
| Structure were not altered, the present system was likely to
llapse pretty soon, and added that the alternative, if demo-
¢y did not work in India, was something of Communism,’
Ambedkar was fully engaged in the work of his colleges
nd August. * For most of the days in July and August,
yed in Auranwabad There he addressed a meetmg of the

‘ At this. meetmq he sounded 4 note of wamlng
hat he would ex- commumcate those who would

goad

rangabad, he told the press in an interview
the effects of Linguistic States once the Andhra
emg, other Linguistic States were bound to

T of lupec$ for the safety of Kashmms, whether they
dy to merge with India or not. During his stay at
ad he did not see his visitors unless they had qualified
by plantmg a tree each in the vast barren compound
¢ and as the result hundreds of trees were planted.
mself cleared the compound of a hostel at Mahad
oat of lieutenants and leaders with axes, hoes
shauldcrs., b : B g

lllwér ad Weaﬁzy of India dawd ::-7-1953
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“ AMBEMARS was mdeed a virulent attack on che Consmuuon. ;
Indeed, he ‘had made the attack in a spirit of utter frustration.
It was resﬂessness capped by righteous angeru The neWspapex K
- world felt sorry for his very angry reaction and reminded him
of the glormus speech he had made at the time of the
rmdmg of the ‘(;onsm.utxon. Cmumsmg Ambedkars p

=5

gj.wyle hxmself as an Unmuchable.” T . :
 Ambedkar’s health’ again deteriorated ‘md“
momhs he was under treaunent in Bombay Ir

People from the Bhandara consutuency
‘ ;{ﬁfpeeches he made a frontal attack on thc
‘ ‘and the leadersh1p af Nehm. He sald th

i “:“‘-‘pmblem .ﬂthough it was gwen a long tmi o p
. In the first week of May 1954 the bywele '
‘although Ambedkar got 1,82, 483 votes, hg;

\ v,‘(}ongress candlddte. ’
: Amb&dkar is now sxxty~shrt,e. Hn
‘nm cope with the revolting surge in
. wring from the Constitution the good
~ ‘penple whm are: landless, shmless, shoeles
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Jly conscious of the fact that his hopes about a b
Gtdre/ for his people have remained largely unfulfill
“Opinions may differ on his frequent voleanic attacks, but it
would be unrealistic to say that Ambedkar is crying wolf. The
gravamen of his charges against the Government is that it does
‘not show initiative and imagination in social and economic
. matters pertaining to these landless people ; nor does it foresee
| the seriousness of the threat to national peace and Indian
. democracy which their problem implies. e o
" . What has Ambedkar achieved for the Untouchables? The
" story of the past life of the Scheduled Caste Hindus was, pitch
dark. The fate of those sixty million people was more insuffer-
le than that of the Negroes in that the Negroes were not
arded as Untouchables. At least the Negroes could be ser
ants in the whitemen's houses. It is mo exaggeration to say
at the fate of the Israelites in Egypt, or the life of the Negroes
or the condition of the Jews in Germany was better
of Scheduled Castes in India, their own land,
he first time in the history of the past twenty-five
_years that the sun of a better future has arisen on
orizon. Ambedkar, the son of their soil, their kith and
ed the world attention on their civic, social and poli-
its and liberties, made untouchability a burning topic
ised it to an international importance, and gaye
blicity. His ceaseless hard struggle and his merci-
wave forced an opening for them, and inaugurated
and liberty, He awakened in them a sense of
ity, a feeling of self-respect and a burning hatred
ility that was worse than slavery. He has pulled
‘of slough and exorcized despondency and despair
heir minds, He infused courage and new life into their
alized and dehumanized cells. He gave them their soul
imbued them with a spirit which enabled them to voice
srievances, and to stand up for justice, equality and
efore the vise of his leadership they were treated
animals. His heroic struggle has raised them to
ical equality with other communities in ‘India. What is
volcani¢ struggle has shattered the hopes of Mis-
oulavies. This is what he has done ﬁbr*k,‘th‘e'

and despair in India has passed. oM



‘walls are cmmblmg ﬂown. A new Ir\dm is Adwg
g ar oot of the Himalayas. ‘The Untquchablc*s &
X m’gmg from the dust.’ ‘Their men are being gradually planted
admmmﬁsatwn,«,the pohce, courts, army, navy and the ar
[ hﬂr“progress over these past few years has been not
h Nless ‘encouraging, ' In' their own way they have also 1mproved" b
" their habiliments, habits and sanitary conditions. Pahtu‘ally |
they are’ ' now fully conscious: Today they do. not depend !
. upéer ol;hcrs ifor. guidance ‘and leadership. ' Their ‘organisers
c,cmduc*t big ‘conferences. and vast meetings, and  their lead’c-rs“%

i haw f*smbhshed institutions of considerable »lmportance But
e ‘Hmori‘unate that most of those men who rise from a
e ‘: cheduled Castes turn their back upon them. . Th&

bc“ome sccmnd class Brahmms& W |

suﬂ.’er sacia,l 'md éconprmc hardbhipq and Iand au
p]edunems ;m ruml areas.

ic ,‘,73,* has not takem senouslyxto the pmplem
11.19 in villages, 10 redeem their life from ‘villageﬂ
' deonomicmorass, and to rehabilitate them as 1
beings., T hey want all the State Government .
&md radxcal agmnan pohcy Land shom@ e

;:,‘,m'xme, s0 that the owners of ahose hotela an
~ shun them on excuses of their invention.  Th
i vxdc«j wuh drmkmmwater facxlmeq in wllagm
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wbars, It makes them vulnerable to the feelings of decen :
‘véspect and  possible victims to conversion. When  they
| Thave no rags to cover their shame and have no clothes to wash,
' men enjoying all material benefits of . civilization strangely
~ enough murmuy of their divty iclothesh i ‘ :
| 'The discase, however, is being cured. It is disappearing
. gradually. But no sensible Hindu would pretend that the Un-
| touchable is out of it. Caste, of which untouchability is the
| perverted outcome, is decaying but it is not dead. Those who
" indifferently shelve the problem and shrink from responsibili-
i ties should be asked to remember the words of a Negro girl,|

-

‘when asked to suggest a fitting punishment for Hitler, |
ed: “Make him black and make him live in Americal”'(
ne leader in a liberated India who unceasingly cries for'
eedy abblition of untouchability is ‘Swatantryaveer
Te is continually warning the Hindus that if they
the gasping untouchability and lift the curse, it
eappear and ruin the land. To him abolition of
lity is more than winning a major war for the

' that the economic problem of the Scheduled Castes
‘with the larger issue of poverty and employment
t is dangerous to postpone the issue assuming that
bolished untouchability would disappear. To
of untouchability both economic and social
ogramme must be taken up simultancously.
t should even inflict a punitive tax upon vil-
ould not act up to its laws in this respect. Gov-
hould help the social reformers materially and sub-
y. 'The Indian Government should take a cue from a
peech of Dr. J. H. Holmes of the U.S.A. who said in
“ We have our own untouchables exactly as you have
. They number over 14 millions.” And slavery is
_been abolished tnder the Constitution of the
decades ago!  The Indian Government should
n from a recent appeal made by Mr. Clarence Mit-
(of a Negro Institution, to the Secretary of Defence
\, demanding an end of segregation of Negro chil-
s on army posts. The rebuffs and rebukes by
Justrative, Tt is a great pity, the leaders of the
es maintain, that the present rulers-who fill their




about 60 rmllmns in thexr own country They nghﬂy’ :
“that the Government should lighten their: age: long bur' \en e
‘ lxgh‘ting the \wwns and sub—mwm ;

n

ion of Ambedkars hfe is. rhe pxeqervarhon of
man dlgmty, development of self-respect among  the down»‘ [
dden classes, and attainment of self-salvation, In a word, it ||
s man—makmgl Ambedkar is a great teacher who teache;
_ common man to have behef in his poténtial power,
. up, to ‘develop it; and to stand on his own feet,
not allow himself, he observes, to think that he 1,\
o body, that he is good for nothing and that he is a he
‘ His advice to the downtrodden dasses, and
yaung men, is exempl?uy He asks them'to rely on th
eir own efforts, to trust and exercise, theu

nd to seek mfuge in reason. To him nmhm”
‘than 1eammga Nature makes none a slave.
dullard He recalls to’ studcnts of the glorious
tiring industry, high aims and high sens
Ranade, Tilak and Gokhale. He relates m_h P
from the Greek mythology of the Godd@ss Der
0 to develop supmnans power in a chil
W ev‘xy day His message to his people i
endlessly, sacrifice the present pleasures
_ should go through the ordeal of ﬁre md
_ their goal, . /
S yom' goal. Noble is your. aim and sublzme ;
mxssxon Blessﬁd are thosc' who are awakmxed to

‘ Glory to those who would keep on thmr .m'uggl
tmn of the cnslavcd in spu;e of he ‘v“‘

'husmam rtghts. .
i fAmbedkar therefore does not

de m:mn. the oprmn of: h«lplesau és& :
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¢/ .ispensation,  ‘The ignorant people believe that thein
pre-appointed and irretrievable. Ambedkar wants to

_ ‘voot out this disease from their minds, Like Vivekananda, he
i teﬂs them that it is sentimental nonsense which makes them
1mpotent:. For Bhttktz makes thelr nerv&s saft, ‘dclxcate and |

: ymldmg

: Ambedkar tries to divert the mmds of the downtrodden
_ from the thought of life after death to their present life of degra-
dation. He wants them to enjoy material amenities and to
‘brmg themselves up to the cultural level of the malorxty, This
 antidote to the demoralized and dehumanized minds of
cheduleﬂ Castes people who have been made to acaept
osition as a divine dlspemauon. At the same time, to
&vzmced men and societies he softly warns that
omfort is by no means the solvent of all human ills,
t live by bread alone. He is a cultural being.
hy thmkmg people regard the life of Ambedkar,
the greatest Protestant Hindu leaders of modern
ase in the renaissance of Hinduism and in the
Hindu social order. The first renaissance of

ghts when the gods, priests and sacrifices receded
. f*‘Wlth the resurgence of orthodox pnests

me forward to re]uvenate and :remgamse

iy

rehgious sysnems of the Hindus. He attacked
‘ ns;;xtutxon of sacrxﬁce, and stood for the

e

ntiples, but ug,htened its hold on caste system
armakand. ‘Then came another revival with the spiritual
ar 'm‘uja, Chakradhar, Kabir, Ramanand, Nanak,
anya Dny'mdm and other samt—poets of Maharashtra.
h phase 1 e‘g’an with the rise of Ram Mohan Roy,
ana Dayanandﬂ and Vivekananda carried forward
cm rauonahstic bas:s Gandhxp s contribution was

fesion himself to his fate arxd accept hxs pos:tmn as RO

gurated by the Upanishads with their stream



precedenmd in e hxstory o Ihndmsm, to purrfy
e" Hmduimﬁ "t remrgamse ‘and revitalise the‘

,-,‘én the baqxa of hbert}g equalxty and fratemxty
liithe basis of democtacy and sbeial equahty% He
~ tion of the Hindu Society from casteism and
Hmdus act up to h1§ prmcxples, rhey woul ]

all Ieg“ttlmate Ways with hlS co~re11g10n
build a common Sdcial Code. If the
~ marry among themselves, to dine togeth
‘ .’: all sphem of hfe they wxll becoxne \a" a

 to think for themselves. ' It is not good
‘ing to a certain section of the so(ge
_custodian of knowledge. They shoul
thmk over the problems whtch affect th
country. :

. Thus his socul phllosophy appeal
‘ flberate Hinduism and solidify Hindu §
G the Hmdu thought and abohsh th

the coumry, the cause of humamt
the scheduled Caste Hindus is se
th_‘ pdorest of r,he poor m th




; grandem of Ambedkar $ personahty Sohd masswe, grave and
 dynamic, Ambedkar is a thick-set man with an oval face having
a fierce air round it and a bald dome. He is five feet seven

| inches tall and welghs about one hundred and eighty pounds.

' His majestic forehead is an index to the helght of his ambition

 for which even the highest position in the land, he said, would

equal. His protruding, defying chin indicates the superb
> that sees a task through even though the heavens fall.

vill to suspend the whole hate of hell on its bend.

enging nos¢ stands like a rudder to the ship of a

 His eyes are penetrating and ‘animated, but have

ook of scepticism. But when he is enraged, through
yes looks the bitterness of all ages and through

he embers of an Untouchqbles hate. He is a

Ambedka.r is cyclomc At the least pm-

lﬂ iiritates him and he roars: * Where are
e bOoks? 'Who has removed them?” The
~ i -.servants take frlght Then somebody

jsearch follows t111 the book or the note-
it is produced before him, he ejacu-
M_Where was it?” The next moment

' o fam;lmarxty, There might be none
not suffered rebukes at his hands at some
nent men have described him as a British
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1ty, great 'ieammg and untold sacr:ﬁce msplre devo
afid confidence.  Yet his imperious life is like an empire which |
has lost many cities under the debris of forgetfulness and
nqﬁmm

No doubt Ambedkar mamfested interest in the welfare of
those‘,;who stood by him or were loyal to his cause, but he did not
- show enthusiastic familiarity with or admiration for anybody.
His opponents were never generous to him although they
showed a sort of rapprochement ; so he also was not generous. ;
to them,

His truthfulness is shattermg He is barsh.
Like all great men, he is a dynamo of energy an _
sparingly. He has the vision of the Buddha; but hum
not conspicuous among his merits. No one has ever |
him of it. His proud self-confidence often wve :
ness. But the opinion he expressed about MES»

;“gbecome. Although this is true of Ambedkar v ]
‘mood he talks endlessly. His talks give you both m ta
and arguments. He laughs the loudest when he ha
‘ mmebody and  his laughter drowns even the
victim, Clad in a lungi and a shirt, he\then
laughter. Besides a strong sense of hu ur, he
tible taste for country jokes and a:»‘
hard, rude, crude, grinding and r
their sides and revel in his quips. |
often verges on rudeness which mxght bﬂ a leg:
world in which he passed his early life.  And
feature of it is that you will get more jokes fro';
hour than you get from all other politicians in
there are lightnings more often than sur
The sweetest nuts are in the hardest shell

personally visiting the hospital twice
came to him that the poor dog had la
his chair like a bereaved mother, th

laughter with much dxfﬁculty! On, :



‘urpos‘e A
‘and\got him adm;txed : Then at 4 am.
houted m hxs friend, Mr. Donde, ‘who mmded near the
al, and called for tea. 'He gave advice free on several
vwasmm and conducted free of charge scveral cases whewmf‘f ‘
interest of the poor was at stakev. bl f i
: is youngest son died, Ambedkar was so‘mu h“ over: .
with grief that he would not part with the dead body ;
ays together he would not enter the room wherein his
thed his last. When his first wife went the way all
s grief knew no bounds. He writhed with
suffered terribly from eyesore and burst into
ght of losing his sight which, he said, would
ble. Ear him. At the last gllmpse of the dead
has wept‘ pxteously at the crematxon‘

e

, 'ngromd and stormy hfe, mbed
usic for which he has a hkmg e
an shoul& love harmony in music and
he was taking lessons in playmg a
ster Churchﬁl he draws pictures and
11 him that the drawings are Full
d painter in Ambedkar has to be
0od by his servants when the
at the Saheb is not leaving books
ures and beautiful specimen of
on for him. He wmplams that in
nfined. to casteism.” ‘A man must
follows a certain art. Art suffers,
10t follow his bent.:

detached villa that gave you an
st library, his rich clothes, his
‘numefdm' Varieties of shoes

ed on remmmg all obstades il
16 was capable of Wmmng in the
01 ﬁne, rich and rare articles
but the march of a great

A




‘unn AGE

|
"line and in squalox and who was shown out of smloons, was‘ : i
Kicked out of carts, was ousted from hotels and was ostracized in j
| :(:ollgeges, courts and offices and yet had vowed to sleep in thn[ ‘ 1
o éhade of bank notes. |
| Ambedkar has irresistible fascmauon for bw and varxed |
typcs of fountain pens, Rich dress and the best cut interest him. i
It seems he takes a secret joy in making himself as large as
possible. Yet in all other aspects of life, thrift, which is the
child of hard early life, has a strange control over him, |
does not smoke, He is a thorough teetotaller. ;

. The bookworm in Ambedkar has no time for saclal“l' f
Once in a great while he goes to the movies. Uncle "Tom h
saw in the company of his first wife. Achhyut Kanya, a
based on the hfe of Untouchables, he wxmessed with pecul

of 'ur, there he played cricket with the boys of the hast,,
‘ }m was. then conductmg for the students of Deprcss”‘

he is not a man to be assocxated Wxth Long years oP strent
struggle, the ¢ares of the downtrodden, the maladies he suff
from and the perils which beset his way have not Ieft t
marks on his radiant face. He suﬁered for some. ‘time
appendicitis and had blood pressure. But in his declin
diabetes has marred his health.  His body seems to h:
to it ; but his will is unbent. His. wondcrful iaculmes I

| Wzth the support of a walkmg ,stxclg, or ;hrowin hx
shoulder of a bodyguard, he trudges on.
. b



past, e_veals Lhe mgmﬁcance of mythalagy and
ent and modern philosophies, creeds land
< \fascination is simply unfalhng‘ ‘The listener
ct with one of the greatest minds of our age.

”p\pmmmem as Labour Meémber, Ambédkar’s
‘ those days he got up e1rly in the

‘dmg the whole night, he slept from dawn.
ercise, his bath and then ‘breakfast.
mc;k hls meal and wem to thﬁ

L ccmrt After the court busmessj
J;boobstalls and returned home with

w

is way back rarely he vmted the
wuh a book and then fonowed_‘

;_g‘rossed in readmg he has no* time
s dinner if he has not taken it, or
has a glance at you and he loses

’:aml ‘Wdlt, feel embarrassed and -

a8, the author of the Three
n greeting a friend who dropped i

his right hand! Ambedkat-does

e does not move even his eyelid.

. of milk: After his ”‘secoﬁd-

uﬁd the. c:ase almast imposmbla.‘

extforce .rigid regularity in .



OLD A(}E

G ‘;he time. facmr is a legend that revolves round Ambedi
hamg¢. None can encroach upon his time. To Napoleon tir
i evmythmgp ‘To a business magnate time is money, but to
Ambedkar time is knowledge. Two great Indians of our age
- utilized every moment of their life as life's greatest treasure,
They are Gandhiji and Ambedkar. They knew the meaning
of a moment. To them time was a precious gold mine
Ambedkar is one of those few men of our age who with re-
solute purpose, patient industry and careful economy of time
acquired knowledge and developed capacity for work for whlch
ordmaty men will require ten births. To Ambedkar love of
‘books is the greatest means of education and self- developmem
and the highest type of recreation and en;oymem Ambe
never reads for amusement.  What instructs me,’ hesobm
“ amuses me.”

Company of books gives Ambedkar supreme joy of hf al
serious aloofness. As stated above the reading continued
dinner. Night disappeared ; morning arrived ; buzzing
half-awakened buildings nearby began ; still the scho
one with the world's great minds and the great think
ages, who were his spmtual ancestors. The dog Peter w
feet to recewe his morping pattmg, and the wholar

pmde justice and selfishness? i

Jefferson said that his first love was hterary pursu t
the first mass leader of Modern India, too, said that he
be a pmfessor of Mathematxcs ina frec India Great uxen

have bcen a savant, a seer, a I)ny.meshwar




er angther af} the great %hihkqfs n i Eh«ib @r‘,t
int, and he becomes suﬁ me, i

‘ re@:ﬁﬂ,keca ar

‘and lowing like the avér—ﬂomng‘a\Gange 2y He "

gMalavxya had once offered him twa lakhs.of

d, o touch any *book in Ambedkar s hbrsmri

ould give up all to live among
not . exchange his booklove for
lay said he would not be a king

is lifelong friends on the bookshelves
‘dk‘ar bitterly wept at the thought*

fou&d put an end to hns life if he

wrxtes a book When he qees
he gets heavﬁmly joy. A new
es him greater joy than the, ‘birth
old his library to the US.A. Gav-
debts. Ambedkar “has parted
h use of the Siddharth College.
ng on and anot_her hbrary

Ambadkar dcclined the offer s‘ay‘ing that":__

ki tlm' he ha‘kread ?ﬂ.mbedkam S«thir’st fcr books N

housands of. books and has collected some.rare
goocl man, it is saxd 1:0 lcmd books to.;'_"‘

Lha ﬁrst book‘ Books are the breath

i

‘d‘et‘o\ read books. ‘hr Walter: Scott ‘\* ¥

en life would he sobbed, be mean-
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o

llj that is g*reat in men comes. through labour o You have e
‘16 idea of my sufferings and labour ; ‘you would have been |
wxped out,” said Ambedkar to one journalist. Pursuit of an

 ideal gives a man driving power and a splendid moral heroism| L
All his life Ambedkar has laboured to- develop his powers and
- devoted them to the release of his pcople from bondage. It is |
the breath of his nostrils and the fire in his blood. To that
end he has directed all his knowledge all his capacity, all his
happmess and .all his exertions. He is a queer combination
of a thinker who loves action and a profound scholar wlm

@ man of affairs, § Action without knowledge is blind
Ambedkar is a man of reflection as well as action, He | ‘M i
a stir in the world of letters and politics as well, ']
 wonderful store of knowledge and has a vast ﬁeld‘of xperien
and observation. i

_ Three personalities have mﬂuenced the life and a
 this great mani.  Besides the stories from th ;Mahab
th}é Ramayana which he heard with wrapt atten
_ehildhood, the life of Buddha, teachings of Kabir ar
of Phooley have contributed tremendously to th
hig personality. These personalities gave him hi
and Western Education gave him his weapons
' By the combination of idealism and practic
ledge and experience, Ambedkar has come |
race of Ranade, Bhandarkar, Tilak and Tela
the Indian flag of learning in the world of |
search! They were leaders in whom leaming
blended with life. Tagore's: Gltanjah, ‘Raman’s
Ray's researches into Science, Bose’s researches into Pla
logy and Radhakrishnan’s Philosophy adorned the w
‘made it richer. But that was a different order. A b
the last link of the batch of the sdmlar-pol icna ‘ :
is dymg out in India and makmg pohncs“ )

own i but now the acmompohumam
dividend- -politicians are capturing the fiel
Yet Ambedkar has one moxe ‘d

Iif@, ha,s lauached polxtzcal struggkas :



.utack« and has returned mem:ﬂess hlows. ‘
out ; when he feels that th ‘
il likely to go by default and whmw., is
ed out frmﬁ ‘his' books. . When he is awakened from his
ternal talk with the great omes of theé ‘world, anéient dnd
ern, and’ compelled to act, in.a ‘mgment he knows how to |
fight and he thunders and, like Bheem, throws thun-

to the camps of his opponents. That is why heiis |
ong the best brains, is regarded as one of the dozen
hing men and one of the bravest sons of India, .
m among the best brains of the world. Indeed, '
. Gulliver among Lilliputiins. When you think
think of a Colossus and an enormous. reposi-
. He is. the sor of India who would equal
wfu our age in learning and pohtxcs.ﬁ Those
of their erudition and acquirement in politics
bled and bowed after one visit to Rajeriha,
thexr lamp in the Ilght of the eternal‘

f:ul speaker both on the platfom and
1d embarrassingly brutal to a fault
f‘us:llade of ‘pistol shots at his oppo-
tory of Burke. §imple, direct. and:
harm of its own, [ Its fearlessness is i
and experience Which he has
! ,What he tella, he belxc‘ves, s

8 He has a leputauon for great
ess intellectual honesty’ Though
;mbhc life, he has' his detractors.
of the previous generations and
Buddha was an iconoclast and

V p To them his words are
d him and every year they take
he palanquins on the day
cbrat;@d wzcb devation and




 attitude would mean dlsloyalty to them s Rzua

' polmcal sky
‘in the constitution-making brought fo

-

“ example will bear out this remark. When he probibited his

‘him Jiterally. But custom and tradition are ingrained in blood
~and are not easily uprooted. : Ignorance aggravates the fears ‘]’fﬂ !
 the people. - So after a while the fear of God got the upper hand

entreated him to allow him to bring the image of Gana
‘the Hindu God, so that he might fulfil his vow which h

‘bread and shelter. The old rnan went: m ﬁh

seize an opporcumty by the forelmck whi‘c :

 ‘3, Ganﬂhi, Savarkar s Nehru | e ) O
‘Ambedkar’s hold over his people is unshakable. One |

people from worshtppmg Hindu Gods, for a time they obeyed

and a majority of them stealthily reverted to their old forms of
worship. An old devout man went to his ‘Babasaheb’' and

made to God. Ambedkar smiled at the guxlelcss heart
old man and said to him in a loud voice: *Who told} you
I do not believe in God?" *Go, do as you like,” ; Wﬂsf

the post of a Watchman. The son of the JOb se&k X
father for having gone over to the opponents of B:

the job as accordmg to him accepcance of a po&‘

politics, It is resilience and not expediency
shed his obstinacy without compromising his s
He is shrewd enough to know that dawn does
to awaken a man. He has the gxft of c’atch
bounces u

H:s tmmendous conse:entmus

him, The Executive Councillorship
his abiding interest in thcbettermm



, -consntutmnal authomy af world fame, shnwmg wh” |
{touchable Hindu can do and how he can vie with the
zrams of the world. Self-made and self*ramed Ambedkar’s
- of life was dusty, noon bmght amd evemng golden as
atter of course ‘

mbedkar does not accept thce Ceﬂa at all 'Io hxm it is
mesl)onsxble book of ethics, a compromise of all ‘errors.. He
believes in the necessity for religion. He says that a poor man
‘mad with hunger does not resort to theft not because he fears
the legal conﬂequencm, but because of the healthy pressure his
xercises over his mind: He holds that religion has a
. jon with the heart, and laws have it with reason.
ion plays a predominant part. Hence the import-
n in the building of man. He has often said that
yoints he has in him they are the fruit of religion.
¢ there is no religion at present in India except
dols, of sadhus, of saints and miracle-makers.
at our’ rehgxon today has neither God nor mora:
0 m, thxs is a state of degraded human mmd

’ pressad on m.my oceasions. One day
ige 'n“ the mumrymde, his motor  cax

‘chk as ﬂash Ambedkar and his driver
stood outside stupified! Ambedkar
_rescue. On his return home in
Hled his son and nephew and held them to his
4 freak of destiny and the blessings of
> life. . And he wept like a child! He

0 the man who boasts that he has
n veligion. This will be a para-
oadying him in politics and a
Hless Buddmsm

But when pomts come up
bi characteristic frankness that




Bhamt The name of his Printing Press is Bharat Bhush[

© fight for temple entry and his baule for codifying the
 laws speak volumes for his inner struggle. . You may ”‘b
‘7the (:onver'ﬂon of Lord H‘ahfax, but not

 been scized wuth hatred and révenge, |1 1

- Modern India who influenced the middle class and sp

Jarashtriang neveér. acmd as traitors to thé coumry :md ‘

0 B emplary behaviour of the patriotic Maharashtrian stude¥ed
London. In that vein he had also said that Maharashtrians
e the last people to be frightened by the threat of the

npi*opdséd Yakistan because théy had once in ‘their lwxng past
routed the Muslim forces in battlefield after battleficld. None

is so emphatic as Ambedkar over the question of a separate
Maharashtra bmte with Bombay* as its inseparable part ; and he

 asks Maharashtrians not to budge ‘an inch from that stand.

Ambedkar has a peculiar charm and 'magnetist for the
word Bharat. He had named one of his weeklies Bahzshkm‘*“

Printing Press. He had insisted that. the Depressed Classes g
be called Protcstant Hindus or Non- conformist Hmdu

For one. must not forget his memorable words w
feelmos of the innermost recesses of his heart

‘dmaater upon this land in less than five years. ;
. Ambedkar is a leader of the masses, The
mﬁumced the upper classes.. Tilak was t

influence over the masses. Gandh mav

has travellvd e:ndlessly throughout ;th (
Gandhxp, Nehru, Savarkar and Subhas, had

tion, Me says a Ieadcr should not pandéf to the wh
people. He is a leader. who placm courageously
people the true path of salvauon. Such o

the orgamsatmn. -
 Ambedkar dld not try tb orga‘
modffrn imc‘s

of the organisations wuh whxéh: . “e‘ |
when he sits is the venue of ccmfer

" 3.The: Navayug’s' Anibedkar Sp

v,'.



:\MBEDKAM LIEE AND MISSION

resident or the Secmtary or the Working CommitteegL
in line with his arrangement. His followers are attra

m by his integrity, ability, sacrifice and learning. The
ation of caucuses, the manufactured eulogies of the Press
nd the craftiness of playing one leader against another have no
ppeal for him. When he wants his people to assemble under
_ybmner, he simply g:vas a clarion call and the organisation
prings up like crop in the rainy season. In summer there
is nothing in the field, the banner resting in his study corner

¢ pcople at home U

“of the life of Dr. Bhimrao Ram]l Ambedl\ar s
g;le of a champion of human rights. He is a
1gmty of man and the saviour of a suppressed
n in this coumry, or perhaps in any other coun-
edka‘r in hxs career Wthh is cxcmng, varym




; , lawyer, leader, ﬁ )
‘, ‘eveller and hberawr i ;

,”~adorne-d hlgh pubhc oﬂices em"xchmg (hens with i
i ‘democratm mind and the love for human dignity.
- a span of life the son of an Untouchable couls
varied interests, distinctions and | schohrshlp 1s an
A ‘chxevement in modern world,
4 ' Great men have spring from palac“‘
‘ nuttagcs ' They have sprung from shoemak
‘bricklayers and blacksmiths. But Ambedk
distinction of springing from the dust. V
whose hundred forefathers were treated ‘
dogs, whose touch was rcgarded asa p
2 sacrxlege. ‘
: Ambedkar’s name, therefme,
with the history of India. Most
porated into the consmunon I-!

Ambedkar s life cfohstxtutes :
seed to rise is not dead ail‘w'n

: ithe dowmrodden masses» of' i
.  bar of caste, no bar of p1
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