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CIANO’S FOREWORD
Written on the page of the diary for August 22, 1937

My writer’s vanity makes me beg that, if cne day publicity is given
to these notes, it will be remembered that they were thrown on to the
paper by me, ir. bits and pieces, between an interview and a telephone
call. T was obliged, though not against my will, to wring the neck of
literature, and  confined myself to brief memoranda of the events of
which I was, k7 turn, actor, author or spectator. The interest will
spring from the {acts, not from the hurried reporting.

EDDA CIANO'S FOREWORD TO THE
ITALTAN EDITION

The present volume of the diaries of my husband is, like that already
published, absolutely authentic and reproduced in its entirety. Nothing
has been omitted or altered. It was my wish that this should be done,
in order that, once the whole truth had been told, for good and for
evil, the notes left by my husband might help to reconstruct five of the
Inost interesting years in the history of Italy and of the world.

Vi
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The already published portion of Ciano’s Diary started on January 1,
1039, and ended with his final, and very pitiable, apologia written ix
a cell in Verona Gaol on December 23, 1943; wher he was wailing to
be executed. He, however, became Italian F oreige Minister in 1930.
Thus, with the publication of the present volume, covering the period
from Aungust 23, 1937, when he began the Diqry, to December 31, 1938,
the record is nearly complete. His Diplomatic Pape s, which have also
been published in an English translation, are ofter rcferred to in the
Diary, and provide the official counterpart of his | “ivate ohservations
and reflections.

It will be noted that in this earlier portion of i 1e Diary there are
occasional missing entries (indicated in Mr. Mz ror’s notes) whose
disappearance has never been explained, though il has been suggested
that they were removed because they incrimina ed living persons.
Professor Salvemini and others have argued with so ne plausibility that
the text may here and there have been tampered with, but base this
proposition on conjecture rather than evidence. The original manu-
script of the Diary s extant, written in Ciano's unmistakable hand; and
the style is throughout charpcteristically his--an odd blend of literary
and journalistic wnannerisms, of banality and liveliness, which would
be difficult to reproduce. No one has seriously questioned its value as
an outstanding historical document of our time.

Its very survival was remarkable enough. Ciano (who, as readers
of the Diary soon come (0 realize, remained in some respects exceed-
ingly nafve) hoped to use it as a bargaining counter tn save his own skin
in the final débacle. Goebbels indicates that © atters were caried
to the point of supplies of Spanish currency | eing considered. In
Ciano's favour there was the circumstance, also re narked on by Goeb-
bels with some acerbity, that Mussolini was reluctant to have his
son-in-law liquidated, despite his treachery at the famous meeting of
the Fascist Granl Council at which Mussolini was deposed. By this
b, the Duce (who had given up wearing uniform, and reverted to
(he old-style bowler hat which he favoured before the March on Rome)
qeerms to have become sick even of vengeance. 'Al_l the fire had gone
out of him; like Mat beth in a not altogether dnsfdmllur case, he had
hogun to be aweary of the sun, Another factor vtlu(:h may ha.w: played
some part in the situation, was that Edda Ciano, according to an
obscute reference of Goebbels's, was in a position to blackmail her
father-~though one would have thonght that the Duce's vulnerability
to blackmnil was so enormous as 1o make him immune.

i



CQIANO’S DIARY

What purports to be an authentic account of Ciano’s curious trans-
actions with the' Sicherheitsdienst regarding his Diary is given in
Di¢ Geheime Front, published in Vienna in 1950. The relevant extracts
appeared in the September 10, 1950, issue of L’/llustrazione Haliana.
According to the author of this work (who uses the pseudonym Walter
Hagen), a written contract was drawn up between Ciano and Kalten-
brunner whereby, in return for béing released from prison, Giano was
to hand over his Diary. To give the Germans an idea of the value
of what they were getting, he arranged for the first section to be fetched
from Rome, where he had hidden the whole. A female secretary of the
S.D. Officer witt whom the negotiations were conducted acted as
intermediary. She went to Rome on Ciano’s behalf, and duly returned
with the portion ol the Diary published in this volume, which somehow
escaped when, on  litler’s orders, the archives of the Reichssicherheits-
Hauptampt were + estroyed at the end of April, 1045. According to
another accourt, ¢ e first part of the Diary was left behind by Edda
Ciano in a Parma clinic when she fled in disjuise to Switzerland, taking
the rest of the manuscript Diary with her, in 1944. It was then handed
over to the Gestapn by the clinic doctor under threat of death, but
subsequently recovered and published in Italy in 1948, There can be
no possible doubt that it is genuine—the beginning of the fuscinating

Jowrnul in which Ciano recorded all his thoughts and impressions of

people and events during his years of oflice, and from which he would
accasionally read extracts 1o the Duce and his more eminent visitors.
One of these wag Mr. Bumner Welles, who has described in his The
Time for Decision how Ciano, in the course of a conversation on
February 26, 1940, ‘took out of & safe his famous red Diary in which he
recorded in his own handwriting his daily activities’,

In any case, we way be grateful that accident, curiosity and cupidity
should thus have ¢ wpired to ensure the preservation of the Diary in
ity entirety. It is an :acomparalle document, which provides a detailed
and vivid picture of .talian Fascism in its last phases, and conveys in a
quite unigue way the climate of these curious times, as well as the whole
character of the Fascist regime - the strange mixture of bombast, lies,
eynicim and slocerity which furnished its mystique, the bizarre
personalitics and lurid atmospheére it generated.  Above all, there
fmierges in his true lineaments the fabulous being round what the
regime revolved-—Mussolini, who, until right at the end. Giano doeply
reverved, whose manver and very appearance he aped, and wliose
wards he faithfully echoed however ingonsequential or preposterous
they might Le.

When the Diary opens, Ciano wag ut the beginning of his gueoer as
Foreign Minister. "The responsibilities and eminence which his sudden
wanslation from relative obscurity entailed were still fresh; the

L.
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INTRODUCTION

essential pattern of Italian foreign policy, whose ultimate consequences
were to be, for him personally and for Italy, so cetastrophic, was
already set, but there still remained room for mancewre. No irrevocs
able decisions had been taken. If relations with Berlin were growing
ever closcr, London continued to present a possible line of retreat. LThe
Spanish Civil War seemed as far as ever from being ended in Franco's
favour; the conquest of Albania was no more than a remote, though
increasingly atiractive, project; Austria continued to enjoy a precarious
independence, and Ribbentrop had not yet become a [requent and
abhorred visitor. Racial laws, the infroduction of {1e goose-step or
passo Romano, and other unsuitable enterprises wi :reby Mussolini
tried to give the Italian temperament a Nordic flayou *, were still only
under consideration. ‘

As the Diary proceeds, we see the Gadarene i ish appreciably
accelerated. Ciano himsell, in the preparation of thi¢ catastrophe, was
no more than an instrument. If he was not wholly/levoid of under-
standing, he lacked the qualities of character which would have enabled
him to use it to advantage, He was hustled along by events which he
could neither shape nor understand, Though from time to time he

adopts, in the circurnstances, an infinitely absurd high moral tone, he

was in fact wholly devoid of morality in his judyements, or for that
matter behaviour. Like most of those who have been washed up iuto
ciminence since the Century of the Common Man began its dreadful
cotrse, he proves on closer examination to have been, not sa much
unprincipled, as unaware that principles ever have played, or could
play, any part in human affairs. He records, for instance, with grave
appreciation Mussolini's remark about the French suflering from the
mortal disease of lying, but fails to relate it to the biand references to
his own and the Duce's lies in which the Diary abounds, In the same
way, Harry Hopkins (in the American context, a o nperable figure)
found nothing incompatible between a passionat Deliel in demo-
cratic institutions and practices and an equally pass onate admiration
for the Soviet regime in which they were notably lacking.

(. K. Chesterton once rerarked that, contrary to the popular
supposition, when men cease (o believe in Gud they do not then believe
in nothing, but in anything. In the same way, when men cense to
govern their conduct by principles, h(_)wewrr dcr'wsd. they do not then
become more rational, but less. As with 'Mussn_lml and Ciano, there iy
no pattern whatsoever 10 be olmcfvrxl n their behaviour and their
judgements; no consistency disrermlhl'c at all from day to day, or even
from moment to moment. Indeed, it is interesting to note that Musso-
ling, far from being as was comimonly believed rosolute and decisive,
lived in a ¢onstant state of fluctuating purpose, Fle made up his mind
with difficulty, and changed it frequently. No maturing of judgement

L L)



CIANO’S DIARY

ripening of /ntellectual powers is discernible in him. The only
change was in his temper—a rage boiling up in him and directed
equally against associates and opponents; Victor Emmanucl and
Hitler and Mr. Eden and General Franco alike its targets. He was
enraged by Hitler’s strength and Neville Chamberlain’s feebleness and
Roosevelt’s banalities. He was enraged by everything and eyveryone,
and, being so, tended to revert to his original anarchism, lunging out
wildly in the days of his glory at the bourgeoisie, the King, the Vatican,
with the same ferocity as in his seedy revolutionary days. His pursuit
of power, the on y consistent purpose in his life, as so often happens,
led him back to' vhere he began.

All this Cianc reveals without being fully aware of the extent of the
revelation. Like Boswell, he is an incomparable chronicler because
largely a fuol. Tis inordinate vanity (again like Boswell) gives his
Diary a piquanc, and even a kind of verisimilitude, which it would
otherwise lack. dis very dcceptions are so preposterous that they
defeat their object and disclose the truth they are intended to obscure,
Blake says that the fool who persists in his folly becomes wise. Ciano
certainly persisted in his folly, and to that extent may be credited with
wisdom. A word of caution should, however, be added against
accepting his testimony at its face value. In every encounter, Ciano
saw hirself as holding the centre of the stage. All his arguments, in his
own estimation, were unanswerable; he was invariably dominant. "Chis
was, in fact, far from being always the case. If Lord Perth, and his
suceessor as British Ambassador in Rome, Sir Percy Loraine, had
given their accounts of their transactions with Ciano, they would
doubtless differ materially from Ciano's. Even in the privacy of his
Diary he could not afford to give others the credit for standing up to
him (in reality, 1o very difficult feat), nor for puncturing his in-
exhaustible self-c Leem. Self-dramatists like Ciano are always in the
right. Ttis to be | that they indulge in sell~dramatisation.

This fist porti m of the Diary is of particular interest to Lnglish
readers if only because one of the chief preoccupations throvghout is
Anglo-1talian relations. It is easy now (o ridicule the efforts made by
the hapless Chamberlain Government to bring about a rapprochément
with Fageist Italy, The policy, as such, was sound enough-—to prevent
the consolidation of the Axis by seeking to persuade Mussclini 1o hold
back from finally committing himsel{ to a German alliance. It was the
nteans adopted rather than the end 1o which they were divected which
wore at fault, Like sl power-addicts, Mussolini was impressed only by
strength, Fvery effort at conciliation seemed to him a manifestation
of weakuess, nod 8o only derved to confiem, in his eyes, the advantagens
of persisting in an alignment with Hitler for aggressive ends, Ciano's
Diavy show thiv melincholy process ae work, What London intended

L.
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¢ a sedative invariably acted as a stimulant; each rew dose further
inflamed the complaint it was intended to cure.

Yet, looking back now, and in possession of all, or &t any rate most
of, the facts, it is tragically clear that a diflerent treatment could have
produced different results. Mussolini, and still more Ciano, had
moments of grave doubt and indecision about thdir Axis policy,
especially after the Nazi conquest of Austria—about which, to their
great chagrin, they were not even given advance information. By an
unhappy fatality, however, a renewed eflort of appeasement invariably
came from London just when a show of strength and resolution was
most required. They were pushed into Hitler’s arms by the very eager-
ness of Chamberlain to embrace them on any terms. In the unlikely
event of some functionary in the Kremlin having kept a journal during
the post-war vears, it would be surprising if it did not likewise record
a comparable strengthening of aggressive tendencies by the well-mcant
efforts of those who songht, through conciliatory gesturss, to abate them.
“The fundamental ideas in our Note', Ciano wrote on October 14,
1437, ‘have been accepted in London and Paris. I am surprised. After
the threats of the last few days this withdrawal is enough to make one
speculate about the decline of the French and British peoples.” It was
not the ohduracy, but the feebleness, of the British an French Govern-
ments which drove Mussolini on, against his better judgement, to throw
in his lot igretrievably with Hitler, If they had given way less he would
have hesitated longer, and perhaps at last have decided against a
course which was in many ways personally distaste 1] to him, and of
whose possibly ruinous consequences he was well aw, re. In the event,
a4 in a Greek tragedy, ¢-vuryonn---wcll—imentioned ¢l illdntentioned
alike—consciously or unconsciously ministered tow: ds producing the
catastrophe of September 3, 1939, with a1l that flow 1 from it in terms

of individual and collective desolation,
The march of events in our time has heen so fast : nid %o furious that

the pasty like the wake of a gpeed boat, gots obliterated almost before
it has existed, Yesterday seems infinitely remote--more 50 than a
gentury ngo, and a figure like Muuxo}ipi, whom most of us remember
in the flesh, 1 already as fabulous as la.mburl.linc. In the horror and
fantasy of his end, the seeming solidity of his life tends to be overlooked,
Alter all, he had many admirers besides Sir Ouwald Mosley. If Lacly
Clhamberlain, as Giano records, decked herself out in Fascist insignia,
{here ware many others, Jike Bernard S}IHW. and Rabindranath Tagore,
who worshipped at the same unlovely shrine. 1t ould, imleml. be a
useful and diverting project 10 prepare an anthology of the various
tributes which ostensible champions of freedom and enlightenment
have paid to the tyrants of th@'. nge—8a st_r.mgely assoylrd a couple oy
Gieorge Lansbury and Lloyd George captivated by Hider, and all the
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CIANO’S DIARY

vast and ludicrcus company who have at different times seen a new
dawn breaking in the Soviet prison-house. Some of these last, incident-
ally, having grown disillusioned with Moscow, are now at the same
game in Belgrade.

In such circumstances, a document like Ciano’s Diary is particularly
valuable. For those who have eyes to see, its lesson is as unmistakable
as its matter and manner (excellently conveyed in Mr. Mayor’s careful
and sensitive translation) are enthralling. Better than any laboured
argument or stztement ol principles, it demonstrates the ultimate
lallacy of power-—that those who pursue it as an end in itsell cannot but
become divorced from reality, and, in becoming so, encompass their
own ruin, If Ciano himself, despite his high office, had only a miner
part in the working out of this immense tragedy, he was well situated
to observe its course, and gifted with a sufliciengy of literary talent, and
even humour, to leave behind him one of those rare source books out

of which history ‘s woven.

MALCOLM MUGGERIDGE
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PART 1
AUGUST 23, 1937 -DECEMBER 31, 1937

ITALY JOINS THE ANTI-COMINTERN PACT
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AUGUST 28, 1937 — DECEMBER 31, 1937

ITALY JOINS THE ANTI-COMINTERN PAGT

Attacks on shipping in the Mediterranean—>Santander captured by
Italian and Spanish Nationalist troops—Artangements for Mussolini's
visit to Germany—Schemes for Albania—More piracy and more
protests—Invitation to Nyon—British aititude to the recognition
of the Ttalian Empire—The Mediterranean patrol—Revolts in
Abyssinia—Mussolini and Ciano in Germany (September 24—g)—
A new commander in Spain-—Grandi and the Non-Intervention
Commiitiee—Perth on Anglo-ltalian agreement—Ribbentrop in
Rome (October 22-4)—Eden suggests a meeting with Ciano—Hess
in Rome—The Anti-Comintern Pact signed (November 6) -~ Italy
sabotages the Brussels Conference—China and Italian mediation -
Press war with France—Italy recognizes Manchukuo—Plans fur
naval construction—Stoyadinovich in Italy (December 5-10)~Italy
leaves the League of Nations (December ”)'_._St:\ndsull n Spain-.-
Lady Chamberlain—Plans for Spain reconsidered.

August 23, From to-day 1 mean to resume a regular diary,

The Duce said to me that democracy has the same effect on the
Slavs as alcohol has on negroes—complete disintegration.  He also
talked aboul the necessity for exceptional régimes following strong
revolutionary movements,

Ingram' made a friendly ddmarche about t
Mediterranean. T replied quite brazenly. He
satisfied.

The Chinese want aeroplanes for Shanghai. 1vi ually replied ‘No',
I veminded the Ambassador of their attitude durin sanctions and algo
later, After that they can’t expect our sympathy. !

Aveust 24. 1 took Suvich? to see the Duce. His report on hig
mission to Washington was commounplace and verbnscﬂvvrl)us;[y %
often & Venetian characteristic,

flocchini® talked to me about various question  then about his forth.
coming visit to Germany. I gave him instructic  for the Duce's vigjt,

he torp do attacks® in the
‘ent awdy almost

On the internal situation nothing new.

! Bedward Maurice fngram, Counsellor at the British - bassy in Rome, 1ggho,
’ in the absence of the Ambawador.
st there had been an outhreak ¢ abmarine aod afe abiacks
vessels, including th  Britsh steamship Brilin

Charge o' Atlaires "
510 the previous forinig
o Spanish Republican and ather
f‘.'m/me‘u] R f .
Fulvio Suvich. Talian Ambassador in Washington.
* Avture Bocchini, Chiel of Police
3
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CIANO’S DIARY

I received Medici? to talk about his row with Balbo® and Colonna.?
1 advised absolute calm. Even if he is right, he mustn’t annoy the Chief!

Decided to send the Montecuccoli* to China.

Good news frem Spain. The offensive continues victoriously. Tele-
graphed to cul off Santander’s water supply in order to hasten the
surrender, which is now very near—possibly to-morrow.

Starace® telephoned me, furious with Badoglio® for some remarks
he made to the Federale of Asti.? Some remarks criticizing the Spanish
enterprise and personally hostile towards me and Russo.?

AuvausT 25. Santander fell to-day before the blows of our Legions.
I gave the Duce the news at the airport, while we were waiting for the
airmen on the Damascus-Paris race. He was pleased. He said he was
expecting good news from me to-day. Itisa great victory we have won.
I believe there will be more than 50,000 prisoners. My mind goes back
to the Guadalajara days. People were getting frightened. We talked
to Russo about the situation and nearly made each other’s hair turn

* white. But we had faith.

I have persuaded the Duce to give 60 millions to Albania over the
next four years, for works of various kinds. My visit to Tirana con-
vinced me of the necessity for taking good care of this sector of the front.
We must create stable centres of Italian influence there. Who knows
what the future may have in store? We must be ready to seize the
opportunities which will present themselves. We are not going to with-
draw this time, as we did in 1920. In the south we have absorbed
several hundred thousand Albanians.® Why shouldn’t the same thing
happen on the ot er side of the entrance to the Adriatic?

At the sea T3 ad a chapter about the Peace of Amiens, Very
juteresting, on the :ve of my negotiations with Great Britain. It made
me think of many nalogies.

Auvoust 96, ‘1 e victory of Suntander has assumed major propor
tions. It is not the beginning of the end-—the end is still a long way

' Marchiese Clacomo Medicl del Vascello, Under-Secretary of State under the
Presldent of the Counsil (Mussolini), }

* Air Marshal Talo Baltio, Governor-General of Libya, One of the quadrumvii of
tie March on Rome, Killed in an acroplane over Tobruk in June 1940

? Prince Ascanio Colopna, o member of the distinguished Roman {arily. Italian
Ambussacor in Washir — n, 1948.

& Munteeiceoli, an It cruser, )
| b1 feutenant-Genera,  chille Starice, Secretary-Gengral of the Fascist Party,

all-ggs Chief of Biafl  ascist Militia, rgg9-41. Shot with Mussolini in April 1943,

% Aarshal Plero Bad! o, Duke of Addis Ababa, conqueror ol Abysiinia. Chiel ot
Clenwral Stall wneil Dec.  ber 1940, Prime Minister after the fall of Mugolini, from
July 1945 tngunc 1944 )

YA Toni, Federal Sec  tary of the Fascist Party for the Province of Asii,

8 Lk Russo, Chiel ¢ Stafl of the Fasciot Militia, ! J

¥ Albanians seitled In uthern laly and Sleily in large numbers in the fifteenth
century and later,

L



S aucusT 26, 1937

eds in Spain. I have given orders
Valencia to-night. This is the
Duce said to me that he will
o Balbo. But he

rway—Dbut it is a heavy blow to the R
for the aircraft at Palma to bomb
moment to terivrize the enemy. The
make the defeatists of Guadalajara pay—an allusion t
will forgive him or, as usual, do nothing about it.

Russo has sent me a fine letter in the name of the Militia, showing
gratitude for my work and my support in bad times. J wrote a reply
with my own hand.

Had an exchange of telegrams wi
back from America. His account of his
and boring.

th Bastico.’ Received Federzoni,®
visit was full f personalities

o to secure for us, tactfully, flags

AvGust 27. Telegraphed Bastic
I envy the Fre» their Invalides

and guns captured from the Basques.

and the Germans their Military Museumn. Aflay from the enemy
is worth more than any picture.

Ingram informed me that Drummon‘d" to be delayed,
hence also the beginning of the conversatiot. "esults of which

advised him to lt. il p. o know that the
Ambassador’s brotier. Otherwise

.

1 now have many doubts). I
delay is caused by the death of the
there will bie the usual speculations.

I promised Hotta® that we will niot supp!
will support the Japanese in their requests. Paves

1 am personally making arrangements for the Juce’s vigit to
Germany, To-day 1 approved the first draft of the projramme. I_haye
eutrusted the choice of the suite to Starace, Alfieri,” ind Sebastiani.®
Pay attention to the uniforims. We must appear more Prussian than
the Prussians

August 20. Yilippo® is back from Bled, where he ,«anficd Stoyg\di-
novich® the phcvlugruphi(: proof of the I-‘mn('m('hv..vrch coispiracy against
him. He will arvive at the Little Entente meeting puple in the face.

My tactics have cucceeded. Sy .
The Duce has gone o Riccione.® I saw Clupini of his return from

hig {lying triumph in Paris. He asked me for a corrmand in Spain,

which T immediately agreed to,
¥ Cleieral Btiore Ba oo, Commander-in-Chief ol the Ltalian ToOps it Spain,
% Luigl Federzoni, Prevident of the Senate. A journalist. )
» §ir Lric Drummond, British Ambagsador in Romg, 1033-9. sscceeded the brother
wlu;u‘ death iy here afluded to as Earl of Perth, Secretary-Ger ral to the League of
Natlons, 1914-33- ‘
Ly lC';mn XL; ljljum. Japanest Ambaswdor in Rome.

$ Dino Alfier), Mimater of Propaganda Lk
2 Ohvaldy Sebhadani, privale secretary to Munsolini,

} Fi 00 Aviluso, dhef de gabinet W Cinio, LI el
) Mil':gf‘i-m:fml‘h’u-\:il i \'ugushw Prime Minister and Forel | Minister, June 1945
(o Febiruary 1949

' Riccionn, o the Adeiatic coast, 0

y arms to Chna and that we

ear Rimini.

L,



CIANO’S DIARY L

Conde! complained about the obstructionism of the Navy over the
delivery of the two destroyers and two submarines. I put an end to
the legalistic resistance of our sailors by blowing up Cavagnari® on the
telephone. The Duce approved. This Spanish enterprise is constantly
opposed by a policy of passive resistance on the part of the Navy. The
‘Air Force is magnificent. The Army does its job. The Militia is
enthusiastic. Lut, fundamentally, the Duce and I have the sole respon-
sibility—I should say, the sole merit. One day people will realize what
they owe to us

AuausT 2g Sunday in Rome. Rain—alone in the hotel—read a
book. I had tae feeling (enhanced by this hotel life) of having gone
back ten years. A bachelor Sunday—not a thing I feel any nostalgia for.

AucusT 0. na’s® birthday. I telephoned good wishes. May
God long prese.

Decided, in . 3 send 5,000 men to Spain—we can’t main-
tain the form- ‘ready have there without them. 1 fear
p reactions in E be violent. There is also a serious risk of

wrecking the 1 ;pouations with London,

Rosso® told 1e this morning that the Russians want to disentangle
themselves frory Spain because of the Chinese situation, and that they
will reduce ther aid to a minimum. It would help a lot, if they did.

I sent for Ruso and Pariani® to talk about the mobilization and the
training of the volunteers. ¢

Received Revel” about the Albanian question. He authorized the
expenditure for the building of the Legation. Even the way in which
we are represeited in ‘lirana must emphasize our predominance.
Something 1t style of the British High Commissioner in Egypt in
the old days.

I saw Stein,"just ofl to Geneva. I confirmed our points of view and
gave him a fairt smile. On the eve of a possible recognition of the
Empire we muit nurse Russia’s hopes of weakening the Axis. Alter-
wards, the Duces visit will completely destroy the illusion.

Aveust 31, 1 am glad the Duce is back in Rome. He 1, at this
mowment, more hian ever necessary,

1 Pedeo Gareia Conde, Spanish Nationalist Ambussador in Rowe. i
0 Admiral Domeco Cavaguari, Unsler-Secretary for the Navy (the Minister wus
Musgolind) and Nasal Cliel of Staff. g s
3 Adwmiral Costarie Ciano, President of the Chamber of Deputied. A hero of the First
World War and an eyely Fasclot, Crented Count of Cortellazzo in rgat, Diedn 1930
¥ * Augusto Roaso, mﬁan Ambassador 1 Moscow, ;
0 Gederal Alberto  winai, Under=Secretary for War (the Minister wos Mussolini)
and Army Chiel of S 7, g
0 The untis of he  slian army fighting in Spain were knowi as the Corpe Truppe
Valowtarké [Corps of V' upteer ‘Troops).
¥ Connt Paolo Tha | de Revel, Minister of Finance.
? Boris Steln, Soviet ymbassaclor in Rome.
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AUGUST 31, 1937

J The naval blockade is producing striking results: four Russian or
Red steamers sunk, one Greek captured, one Spanish shelled and
3 obliged to take refuge in a French port.

Lunch at the sea with Revel. The Prince! was ther: and had asked
for me to be present. Very polite, as he has been for some time, but

a feeble, disconnected, boring conversation.
Medici told me that he spoke to him frankly this morning on the
subject of Balbo and opened his eyes to our Ferrarcse friend’s very

!

| N
!

|

l dubious loyalty to the monarchy. He praised my loyalty by contrast,

he says, and the Prince nodded assent.
Apropos of Balbo, Bastianini® told me about a conversation he had

with him in Tripoli. Briefly, Balbo made a profession of love and
loyalty towards me, speaking in the name of his frierds as well as his
‘ own. Timeo Danaos. What is behind these declaraiions? Oaths of
loyalty are made to the Chief—when they are made b tween comrades
they smack of conspiracy. And that I violcnt]}' repu iate.
| Visit from Ricei,? who is, deservedly, nearing the end of his days
| with the Balilla. The Duce told me so, when he car ¢ back from the
manceuvres. Visit from Bottai,* to make confact. |
; ave me the delinitive programine for t'e Duce’s visit to

Magistrati® g T
All is well, and the caft of the presy

/ Germany. A solemn event.

communigué is excellent.
To-night I go to Viareggio by train. T

and I see the children and oy parents.

o-morrow isDeda’s® birthday

SpprEmMner 1. Viareggio. Ponte a Moriano. Al well.

SppreEMprr 2. The Duce has approved the pogramme for hig
visit to Germany and has given me, for translatio, the text of the

speech he is to make 1n Berlin, It is excellent.
The navy is very active—three torpedoings an one prize. But
| international opinion is getting worked up. Particlarly in England,

t | Umberto, Paince of Piednwnt. !~Ixcrciscr! the roynl grrmah'w: on behalf of his
fuher from June 144 wntil Muay 1946, when his futher al icatesund he become King,
Loft Ltaly i June 1946 after a lebiscite which resulted ina votoigainst the monarchy,

¥ (‘.iuu}-mw Bastianini, Under«Secrerary at the Foreign Mistrys  Ambassador iv

l._" 'lcn, 10349 b g 1) )
.a"u‘.,mmjf(i({d. Under-Secretnry of Education and (,hwl ¢ he Balilla, the Fascidy
ofpanization for the (paining of boys between the ages ol gar 14 ,‘"’s'cr-ﬂcur.-._,,y
fur the Corporations, November 1937, Leader of the Repulican Fascist Militin 1o,
Ig.):,_ ! e k)
Ciiuseppe Bottai, Ministel of Feuegtion, ' ) . [
Husep gisteatl, Counsellor at the Italian Em/ssy in Beslin, Marriod

b Connt Massimo Mg
wr Clino’s sister Maria. R .

b CHano's wile Fedda, Mussolini's eldest child 4 {
Viareguln, a seasicle resort tw enty-five miles n«’nnh of Leghorn W parents ll'\.l‘d neir by
at Poxite 4 Moriano (renaned after his father’s death Pornte Cno). The Cianp family
originally came from Leghorn and sull possessed imporiantigrests (here.

Ciano's amily wag slaying ag
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as a result of the attack on the destroyer Havock,! fortunately not hit.
It was the Jfride. The row has already started.

The Duce pr tends to have a bone to pick with Egypt about her
armaments. Wlen I proved to him that they only exist on paper, he
replied that he meant to provide hiniself with a subject of dispute for
the right moment. ‘Egypt will serve my purpose. We must begin now
to say that it is Egypt who is troubling the waters.’

Arrighi, Doriut’s® confidential agent, is asking for the subsidy to be
continued and wants arms. He foresees a winter of contlict. He con-
siders La Rocque? a traitor in the service of the Front Populaire.

Received von Hlassel*-——unpleasant and treacherous,

1 have ordered Buti® and Pietromarchi® to prepare a plan of action
for Geneva. T am not very confident, but we must leave nothing un-
tried. If the Enpire is not recognized now, the question will drag on
until next autwi n. A serious complication.

SeepreMBERr . Full orchesira—France, Russia, Britain. The theme
~—piracy in the ! ‘editerranean, Guilty-—the Fascists. The Duce is very
calm, He looks n the direction of London and he doesn’t believe the
English want a collision with us. He gave me the reasons for this
conviction. Napleon, before setting out for Russia, had a study made
of the meteorolojical phenoinena of the previous twenty-five years, in
order to find cutwhen the snows begin, He was unlucky: that year the
amow came a math early. Mussolini, before beginning his Abyssinian
enterprise;, studed the compasition, by age-groups, of the English
people. He loun! that for 22 million men there are 24 million women,
and that there ar 12 million citizens over the age of fifty, the age limit
for bellicosity. Eence a predominance of the static elements over (he
dynamic elemens of youth. Hence a quiet life, compromise, peace.

He told me a ery pretty story: Baldwin was so absorbed in reading
a detective storythat for a whole Sunday afternoon he did not open the
envelope contairng the instructions about the Hoare-Laval plan. The
delay was enong to set fire to the controversy in France and wreck
the plan.

To return (o te present, we are keeping calm and we have a plan
ready for any evatuality, But this storm will pass like the others. |

+ The British destiyer Havoek was attacked off the Mediterranenr const ol S;min.(m
301;:#""“"‘ 1 by o widentified submarine, which was in tact the Italian submarine

1 'jm'quu Doriot, hder of the totalitarian Parti Populaire Frangatss.

' ¥ Colonel Canimir o la Rocque, leader of the extreme right-wintg Croix de Feu

movement,
A Ulrich von Hassel, ermau Ambassador in Rore, 193e-8. Executed for complis
(‘itr in the attermpt on “tler's life on July 20, 1944,
Qine Buti, Direeto seneral of the European and Mediterranean Deparunent of
the Foreign Niinmry. :
% Count Luea Pietronychi, head of the '8 (Spuin) Qffice i the Foreign Ministry

L
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received authorization for the reinforcements to besent to Spain
after the decision in Geneva about the recognition o the Empire.
Either they refuse to recognize us, and we are free tojact, Or they
recognize us, and we are equally free, because of the Fzcist rule that
once a thing is done it's done.

As for Doriot, we will give him money, but no arms.

SEpTEMBER 4. A full day, Many conversations, norning and
evening. Poliakoff’—-I got the impression that in Londn they have
no clear idea of the question of the recognition of the Emyire. Without
recognition there is no possibility of agreement. Pol. tosk note of this
and will mention it to Chamberlain.

I have ordered Cavagnari to suspend naval action until further
orders. But the storm looks like subsiding.

Conde brought me a telegram (rom Franco su)_'i{\g that i the blockade
continues throughout September it will be decisive. Trve, However,

for the moment we must suspend it,

Exhibitionof the Fasciall’ Estero.? Goodprogress. Thecrowd applauded

the Spaniards and, for the first time and warmly, also the Germans.

SeprEMnER 5. Parade of Starace and his Young Fascists. Very
successful, ‘The younger gencration must be entirely dominated by the
Party. 1 said so to the Duce, who already holds this view,

Afternoon ~-Viareggio and Ponte a Moriano. The ¢hildren are two
adorable treasures. Papa is better. Deda well.

Conversation with Balbo. He offered me not a brancl,, but a whole
{orest of olives. At the moment he was even sincere.

Sreremnnr 6. The Duce let fly at America, country of niggers and
Jews, the forces which disintegrate civilization, He wants to write a
baok: Europe in 2000. The races playing an important role will be the
Italians, the Germans, the Russians, and the Japanese. Other countries
will be destroyed by the acid of Jewish corrosion. The Jews even refuse
1o breed because if costs pain. They don't realize that pain is the anly
e factor in the life of a nation.  And also in the lives of men.,
and dropped a hint about getting rid o “the Abyssinian
at Geneva. I consider that essential for the resumplion

creativ
1 saw Lngram
stutnbling-block
of talks.
I have received the
my plau. The Russians
1 Viadiniv Poliakoff, a journali
8 foser all’ Estero (Vascos Abrond

abroud, 2 ol Bk N
N The Saviet note attributed 1o Tialy the responsibility for the  inking of two Soviet
shipg and demanded compensadon, g
‘l()n September 6 the Frond h and British Governments add  sed 1o all the powers
cuticarmed an invitatdon to & conderence, to be held v Nyon, © ar Geneva, (o discuss
mensres against piracy 1 the Meditermean.

Boviet accusation,® The Duce has approved of
want to sabotage the conferénce.* Realizing

st of British nationality,
1), the Fascist organization conterned with Ttaliang

L
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that 1 Mediteranean conference was about to be decided on, they have
fired another prpedo, aimed this time at international understanding.
I harangued 3londel! and Ingram on this theme. Ingram evidently
shares my viev. They both seemed to me shaken.
We are wating for the Russian counter-move. The atmosphere is
darkening agan. The Bolsheviks have made a false step, and we have

scored a point

SeprEMBER 7. Very busy, a lot of people. Spoke to Massimo,* to
settle the terns of our reply to the French and British Governments.
We agree in pinciple. The note was drafted to-night. I shall show 1t
to the Duce te-morrow. As I foresaw, London and Paris are discon-
certed by the Soviet gafle, We must turn it to our advantage-—force
towards Russic, smiles for the rest.

I received the judges in the Poets of Mussolini competition. A counic
scene—ithe SaTatti® didn’t want to award a prize to the excellent poem
of Fanny Dini whom she accused of plagiarizing her work. How {right-
ful these literary women are!

Farinacci? wants to go to Germany with the Duce. The Duce has
apparently agreed, but does he really want him? And what is the
pretext o be!

SeprEmper 8. Of course the Duce doesn’t want Farinacel in
Ciermany, and he has told me to arrange for him not to go.

The note, my draft of which was approved at the Palazzo Venezia,®
has been adopted in all essentials by the Germans as well. No Nyon
~hut we are ready to discuss things in the Non-Intervention Com-
mittee in London. The formula has advantages: it is not simply a
yefusal, it is also constructive, Albania is following in our wake;
Bulgaria and Yugoslavia are concerting their moves and may perhaps
join us,

I told Tugram that ] had drawn the inspiration for my proposal from
our last conversation. Now, because of his share in its birth, he too is
bound to defend it. The limp, insincere Britsh oflicial was weak
enough to be fla tered into accepting this, Touch a man in his personal
vaunity and you can’t go wrong.

Conversation at the sea with Helfand, the Russian Chargé d'Allaires,

"FPhis intelligent and subtle Yid realizes his Government’s gafle (there
184 second note to-day, elinching the ac usation), but he has to defend

: '(Julcn Blondel, French Ohargeé d'Allaives, Sec retary-Genernl for l’: secign Alfaics in
¢ Glanlle's National! Comaittee of Liberation, 1942, Lhere was no Erench Avnbamsas
dor in Rarrie from Cretober 1986 (0 Noveriber 1958

" Muowsitnio, Magiat . A
S Murghertio Sarfs |, friend and biographer of Mussolipt. ;
4 Bobarto Pavinae: & member of the Pascist Grand Coundll,  Formee Secretary:

Cionaral of the Fasois, ‘arty, Shot with Mussolini, _
¥ Pubinzo Venozia, Tisoling's official residence in g condre of Rorme.
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) Ipscow, and he does it with dignity. He spoke of overwhelming
evidence against us—from deciphered telegrams, I expect. I faced him
with calm contempt. He said I was treating Russia as [ would not treat
Lithuania. T replied that, while I could not do so, the Diice can.

Saw Castellino! and Malaparte.®
Meeting with Guarneri® and Lessona*about the economic situation

and the Empire’s international trade.
Decided to resume the subsidy to the Rexists® (250,000 lire a month).

SeprEMBER 9. The note has been delivered, A long conversation
with Cerruti,® over-optimistic about the feelings of the F rench towards
us. He makes out they are dying to throw themselves into our arms,
I don’t believe it. Not just now, at any rate.

Ingram left a memorandun about British intentions with regard to
the recognition of the Empire. Rather negative.  But without (his
prelimuinary the possibility of an agreement with London becomes

remote. A pity!
Galli™— Turkey, as usual, is waiting for the English to make up their

minds. In these circumstances my visit to Ankara will be put off until

better vames. 35
Had a long talk with Appelius® about Abyssinia—¢ 1¢ old days and

the present. Nostalgia for the war,
We won't answer the Russians. There 1s & precedd at: Venice used

to accumulate unanswered papal bulls.

SrpTUMBER 10. Grandi’ is getting ready to return to London, I
have given him instructions for resuming contact. The situation is
becoming difficult again-we shall have to give batile once more.

Berti!® and Gambara!! have made a long report vn the situation in
To-ntorcow | shall take them to the Duce. We are still in mid«

S[wiin.
¢ more. We must hurry up and

ocean, and victory may elude us one

win, For many reasons,
Marinottil®—a first-rate man, but with a touch of pompous verbasity

L Nicold Castelhno, Deputy l'rrsldcpl of (h.r Fedcrmiun_ of Newspuper Editors,

¢ Ourgio Malaparte, the \\-vll-};'n.own journalist and novelist.

8 Felice Gupneieri, Minister ol Igutlﬁ nqd Currency. : ‘

A Alessandro Lessona, Minister for ltalian Africa. Dismissed in November 1997,

b T he extreme right-wing patty in Belgium, led by Leon Digrelle,

& Vittorio Cerruty, Italian ‘\mb:xsm'dm' in Paris.

7 Carlo Galli, Tralian Ambassador in Ankara. ) . !

# Marius Appolius, a journaliat, War cor t‘r«[‘tnmlunl of H Popolsy d' Halia in Abysainin,

* Qoo Dino Cirandi, Tialian '\!uh:.mm,lnr n I.vmhlm 19324, Proposed the sl
Missoling Order of the Day in the Fageist CGrand Council ou July 25, 1944 Condemned

to denth, in his absence, with Ciano and others, in January 4. §
1 Cleneral Francesco Berti. Suce coded General Bastico s - mmander-ineGhief i
hpain in October 1937 i ‘ )
1 Golonel Gagtone (7;“|1|lv;ll.| Sucoeeded General Bentd nst ommander-in-Chief in

S‘wiu in October 1938 ol
¥ F, Murtnotti, an industyialist,

28770
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which comes from being sure of success. On the whole, & man not to be
lost sight of. He may be useful.

Supremper 11. Conversation between Grandi and the Duce. The
Duce summed up the situation. If possible, he still wants agreement.
But if Great Britain sticks to an aggressive policy, he is prepared to go
to any length of firmness.

Afternoon—conversation between the Duce and Berti. Taking stock
of the situation in Spain—on the whole, satisfactory. The Duce means
to wait a few veeks before deciding whether to send more troops, If
there i¢ no winter hull and Franco acts, the Duce will help him.

The Duce is furious at the first news from Nyon. Bova’s! last
telephone call soothed him a bit.

Received Bocchini ~nothing new.

SEpTEMBER 12. Fascist Girls’ ceremony. Went off very well.
Flew to Pisa. The races at Leghorn, with Edda and Ciccino.? Papa
is well.

SerTEMBER 1. Ingram and Blondel bave given us a copy of the
Nyon decisions, I have prepared a reply in which, without advancing
a claim to tak: part, I aflicm our right to parity, It will certainly
embarrass then - Lither we co-operate, or the scheme fails and they
are to blame. 1 am waiting for approval from Berlin before delivering
my reply.

Ricel produced a splendid parade. But the Halilla can’t continue a4
it is now.

Teruzzi,” back from Spain, is very eritical of Bastico and his stall.
He believes a decisive operation is possible for the middle of October,
Frankly, I don’t.

The Duce i annoyed about the revolt in Gojjam,* which 15 of a
considerable size.

SeeriMuER i4. The Duce telephoned at 7 a.m. to add to vur note
the request that Germany too should take part in the Meditertancan
patrol. Berlin has refused, The Duce’s idea—it has to be admitted-
would have put the whole question in the melting-pot again. As things
are, Nyon is settled.

Zenone® is to be a director of S.N.LLA.® A Fascist in certain in-
duntrial circles is useful

L Renato Bavia-Scoppa, Ttalian representative at Geneva,

 Cleefon (Fabrizio), Ciano's aon, born i 19471, 1 :
8 Goneral Attillo Teruesi, & coramander in Spuin. Appointed l‘Jmlnr-bocremry tox
Italing Africs {under * “assolini, as Minister) in Novermber 1947 Shot with Mussoling,

 Gofjum, a distric:  « Abyminia, tw the north of Addiy Ababn,
s Zanone Beuini, 1L wity, VieesPresicet of the Corporation for Mewlluegy and

En:gluncriun. )
Societh Nasionale dustria Applicazioni Viscosa, no important rayon manufie-

trlng Mo in Milan,



SEPTEMBER 14, 1937 ! 19

ey o Peruzzt with the Duce. The Duce was in good form-~aggressive and

anti-British. His comment on the English was that they have their
wminds in the seats of their trousers.

Franco is asking for four submarines to be put at

SEPYTEMBER 15,
the other two shortly,

his disposal, Two will go at once and

Our note is considered very clever, but opinion is definitely against
us. Bova telephones from Geneva that Eden and Delbos’ are ready to
accept our demands, but would like us to take the first step, Impossible.

We mustn’t move an inch. They will come to us.

Marriage of Farace? and Catherine of Russia.? Many royalties at
“the wedding, some taking part in the service. In his address the priest
invited the bride to follow the example of her great ancestors, and
mentioned the celebrated lady who once bore her name, The l;ridc-

groom wasn’t too pleased. ;

Lunch with the Prince of Piedmont. Feeble conversation, 1 sat next
to Princess Mafalda.* She has neither looks nor intelligence nor per-
gsonality. But she likes men. After all, all women do.

SxprTeMmsER 16. Nothing new on the London-Paris-Geneva front,

‘They are waiting for a move from us, but they wop’t ¢¢ one.

Lunch with Volpi,® Cini,® and Pirelli.’ Considerai le anxicty in
industrial circles. They say our ‘stocks’® are exhausted and we could
only keep a war going for a short time.

Complete confidence about victory in China, T agree. Soconcr or

{ater the Chinese will run. And when they begin to min, nobody can

stop them. Anti-Communist agréement is speeded up.

The Duce is worried that the French police may be on the track of
the authors of the Paris outrages.” Em. 10 tells me it i impossible. In
any case, it's nothing to do with us. They are Frenchmen,

The Duce announced to me that Ricci is to be

Shp‘[']?.MnER [7“ t i
“Whoso is against the Parl‘y, i8 against

quuidnlcd, onl the principle ol

I Yyon Delbos, French Foreign Minister. Wi
3 Ruggero Farage, afl official in the Foreign Ministry. ;
% Catherine of Kussia, a distant cousin of the last Tsar and niece of the Queen of
hn‘l’i;rit\am Mafilda, daughter of the King of Italy, mazried to Privce Philip of H
She died in a German concentratin camp. o Y ease,
¥ Clount Giuseppe V olpi di Misurata, Minister of State. President of the Federation
r“h{%:l:(‘v:nr; (lini, Senator. Venetian imlnxll'_iﬂliﬁ!. .
¥ Albeeto Pirelli, Minister of State. President of the Lutertiational Chamber af
‘r'!.ll'l)mrmr, 1927- (}. !
o English in the origmat. .
¥ T'wo lg‘nmhs had exploded in the Paris offices of (wo Emplo, i’ Associations on

Saptamiber 11, One ol the hnmhs'killcd two policemen, { )
‘e('tolmml S0 Binanyele; chiel of & section of S.AM. (Servizio Informasioni

Militar!), the Tralian intelligence e e

*

b
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and will get his neck broken’ He added that he had told the news
to Alfieri, who is a ‘chatterer’, so that it may be passed on to the
ever-restless Balbos and Bottais.

He also talked, more optimistically, about the situation in East
Africa. The revolt is not spreading and measurcs to suppress it—
including gas—have been ordered.

Ricei was wearing the Camper’s Medal, He said nothing and I
followed his :xample. :

I wrote to Grandi, reporting the situation and asking for detailed
information. '

Lunch, by chance, with Balbo, joined afterwards by the long-winded
Cini, Cini passes for an intelligent man. I wonder whether he really is,
of whether by any chance he is simply a great intriguer.

Sppremsrk 18, Ingram and Blondel brought me the additional
agreement about seaplanes and surface vessels, and took the opportu-
nity of trying tentatively to resume the conversations about Nyon.
1 have prepared a conciliatory reply and have succeeded in getting the
Duce to accept it, though he is still extremely uncompromising. Mean-
while we muct let it be known that they made the first gesture. However,
the press mu t avoid talking about ‘Canossa’ or ‘genuflections’, other-
wise they wil stiffen again. 1 shall deliver the note to-morrow.

Libohova! stoughit me a letter from King Zog. He is pleased with
the recent pr »-Albanian measures.

SepprempER 1g. With the Duce I watched the funeral of Prospero
Colonna® from the window of the Palazzo Venezia. The Duce was in
a good humour and kept making comments. The weather was warmn
and rainy. Good weather for a funeral--in the sun nobody thinks
about death. He told me that Tittoni® used to cefuse to attend funerals
in winter, for fear of following the corpse into the grave,

I gave the note to the two Chargds d'Affaires. A weight seemed
lifted off their shoulders, 1 added a few conciliatory words.

The Duce is constantly telephoning to learn the latest developments
in the diplomatic battle now in progress. Meanwhile he is preparing
military action. Bruno* will go to Parma on the 22nd, and with lum
the whole of 3iseo’s squadron. I envy them. But, for the present at
wny rate, I am nailed to this desk.

Suprrmper 20. No official reactions from Paris or London. The
press is goud, A for the reply, we shall see to-morrow.

Doucich? paicl a farewell visit, He is a vain, pompous poet and has

i Pekem Liboh  , Albamian Forcign Minister,

¥ Prince Prospero Colonna, focmer Siedaco (Mayor) of Romé,

! Tommaso 'l"ilrmi. former Foreign Minister and President ol the Senate,

8 Brunoe Mussolis, 1he Duce's second son. Killed while Hyving da n teat pilotin rgyr.

b Yovan Douciel, Yugoslay Minister in Roms,
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ver believed in agreement between Rome and Belgrade. At the
moment he is behaving like a long-lost friend. Stoyadinovich, who is
preity shrewd, has liquidated him, quite rightly. 2

Buffarini! gave me the usual review of Italian affairs, All in order.
He intimated that yesterday at Lucca Edda was not too warmly
received. T am sorry. She is an excellent creature, but she is too free
and easy, and she doesn’t love the mob. Consequently she isn’t loved
herself. A pity, because she has rare and great qualities,

Serremprr 21, Blondel and Ingram handed me a note which
gives us virtual satisfaction, though the word “pariiy’ is carefully
avoided. The Duce has approved my reply and the Pl'eSs'(:ommuniqué'
we agree to a technical conference to modily the Nyon clauses ix;
accordance with our wishes, It is a fine victory. From SUSPC;‘.tcd
pirates to policemen of the Mediterranean-—and the Pussians, whose
ships we were sinking, excluded! ;

I am angry with Parini.* He sent a proclamation to the Ttalians in
Germany entirely without my knowledge. He has loge aln sense of
proportion, He is ripe for a move. [ may replace him by De Cieeo,

an old and tried comrade.
Nicolas Franco® is returning to Spain. He is pleasec with his work

and hopeful about the situation. He foresees the end 'f the war next

spring. Let me add that he has been mistaken belore now,

Serrrmnrr 22. A day of absolute calm.
Giood reactions to the conclusion of the Nyon negotiations.  The
Duce, without saying so, showed that he is very pleased,

Seprompre 29. Preparations for the visit to Germany are come
plete. 1 have supervised even the details mysell. The Duce told Alfieri
that the arrangements I have made come close to Lis ideal,

Opening of the Augustus Exhibition and the Exhibition of the
Revolution. For the latter the Duce ordered that the part dcalin;
with the intervention” and the war should be kept small, so that thi
lixhibition can come down as far as the creation of the Empire. It 15

his idea of permanent revolution.
Talked to Parini. He is to go as Minister (o Cairo.  Ghigi goes to

Vienna, Salata®comes home,
I Guido Bufarim-Guidi, Under-Secretary at the Ministiy of the Interioy (g
Minister was Mussolini) w
§ Piero Parini, Dire tor-General of Ialiang Abroad.
3 Agtilio De Civeo, an official in the Foreign Ministry,
4 Nicolus Franco, brother of the Generalissimo, was n charge St military negotig
Gt between Nationalist Spain and ltaly o
b Ulye Talian intervention 1 the First World War on the side of the Allies in 1915
was the fitst important event in which the nfluence of Mussolini was felt, ;
" Francesco Salute, Miisier o Vienna, 1936~ In Vierua again on a special
mision at the time of the Anschluss.
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assona reported on the situation of the Empire. Numerous revolts,
wut localized. 1 fear, however, that at Mascal® something on a larger
scale may break out. If the whole country flared up, it would be very
serious. But I don’t think it will. However, what is happening i$
hindering demobilization and that is a burden on our finances.

SepremBrr 24. Departure for Germany.

SEPTEMRBER 25. Munich.

SreremeeEr 26, Mancuvres at Mecklenburg. Interesting, but I
as expecting more.

SerrEMBER 27. Essen. Visit to Krupp’s. The industrial potential
I8 very impressive,

Arrival in Berlin, Triumphal.

Sepremprk 28. Potsdam, The tomb of Frederick the Great, Sans
Souci. The New Palace. Napoleon too stayed here. He got here by
fighting.

Meeting on the Maifeld,? Choreography superb-—much emotion
and much rain

Surremprs 29. Departure.

As far as for: 1al results go, the visit has added nothing ta the Berlin
Protocols.? Bu in effect the Duce’s presence in Germany has popu-
Jarized friendsl.ip for Fascism—-I dare not yet say for Italy. Mussos
lini’s personal success is unquestionable. His magnetism, his voice, lis
impetucus youthfulness captured the German crowds.

Will the solidarity between the two régimes suffice to form a real
bond of union belween two peoples drawn in oppasite directions by
race, culture, religion, and tastes’ No one can accuse me of being
hostile to the pro-German policy. 1 initiated it myself. But should
we, 1 wonder, regard Germany as a goal, or rather as a field for
maneeuvre? The incidents of the last few days and above all Mussoling’s
fidelity to his political allegiance make me incline towards the first
alternative. Bur may not events develop in such a way as to separate
our two peoples once again?

We shall see, The Rome Berlin Axis is to-day a formidable and
extremely useful reality, 1shall try (o draw a line from Rome to Tokyo,
a" nd the system will be complete,

' As for the more distant future, there is no point in making prophevies, -

' Magen |, the Ahvminian feast of the Finding of the Holy Clioss, colebrated gt the :
end of Septamber. y
L0 Mitler and Mu olink wddremad 8 crowd of (“»Qn,uno on the Maifeld, 'the‘ pole
gound of the Oly: pie Games,  Mussolini spoke in Gernun.  kn spite of Uiane's
comments, bis succes was very doubtiul, ‘ J
¥ Phe Berlin or Octaber Protocals, 8 seceet [alo-German agreement, were signed by
Cliint whiee by fut vhie o Berchiesgaden in October 1630, )

B
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~of the volunteers would endanger the N

v Quadrumvir of the Muarch on Roma

SEPTEMBER 30. Return to Rome-—triumphal. But they should
have «pared themselves the arches and the laurel. These symbols are
resevved for conquerors in war-—nof lor someone comung back from
a visit by train.

"The enthusiasm of the peopl
have their Duce in their midst ag
mosl precious possession had be
masses was, this time, the sum 0

¢ was magnificent. They were happy to .
ain, Everybody felt that the country’s
en lent abroad. And the joy of the

f every man's individval satisfaction.

Qeroner 1. Ciccino’y birthday.
Went to Ponte a Moriano-—a family day with Deda, the children,

and my parents,
Qcroper 2. The Duce went to Rocca.’ :
In the afternoon 1 received Blondel and Lord Pepth, und they
handed me their note. I don't think we can agree to take part in'a
conference without Germany. [ am waiting for the Duce's opinion

and decisions.

Conde asked, in Franco’s name,
shall consent. Bastico talked to me about the, situation in Spain, i
Franco's position i good, but the issue is still undec'ded, He wantg

reinforcements for the corps of vo
doesn’t consider fit to carry oul ¢

ationalist posiion. Cavaguari

put belore me the decisions for thie Mediterranean patol--good.

Oaronen 3 Sunday at Casiel Fusano. A fine Mediterrancan

autumn day, warm with a slight haze.

Qeroner 4. Sent the Duce n draft of our natein reply to the."
Franco-British move. .

In the morning 1 received the Duke of Aosta,® vho gave me an
o s visit to England. According to him, agieement ought to

But il we get tough with her, England may still fight and

He was repeating plirases of Grandi's, .
afternoon. De Vecchi®~long-vinded. Buftarini
wenrdial. CGuarneri disepuraging about the currenyy situation

Weni to the sea—a fine bathe by mysel!

Ogronrr 5 De Vecehi went on with the nextinstalmient of his
stavy. He s intolerably boring. i
W Roren dolla Carnitinge, Mussolini's country house in bi native provinee' f L

acveount
he [uwsil)!rf.

fight well,

Three visitors 16 the

0}

- Reartigha, v ) . 4 .
\ A:\:‘vn of Savoey, cousin of the King ".', h."'y‘ .\,"?"Hﬂqd Veeroy of Talian Flﬂ"n
UABea i Novetnber 1037 Commnnder<in-Chief Talinn Forow, vggg-dr. Dhed of 1

Y

subiecaulons in Kenya in 1G5

J YCount Cesare Marnia D¢ Vecehi di Vil Cismon, Governia of the Diodecationt,

3

that Bastico should Fe recalled, We

¥

SEPTEMBER 30, 19537 ‘ 1 I
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lunteers, which in its present state he
lecisive operations. ['he withdrawal
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A long conversation with Pariani about the situation in Spain. He
would like to send Alpine troops in force to break through to Valencia,
But how would France and Britain react? Is it advisable to embark
on action which may lead to a conflict? I say No. In the first place,
because Germ: ny is not ready. In three years she will he. Secondly, we
are short of raw materials and munitions. Finally, a conflict of this kind
would bring ug into general odiumi. However, the Spanish situation is
serious and requires a rapid solution. I shall talk to the Duce about it.

I had a long discussion with Helfand. The Russians are still finding
the Rome Berlin Axis hard to swallow. They hopt. for an inprove-
ment in relations. At the moment I don’t see it happening. On the
conlrary. .

Octoser 6. T informed Berti that he is to assume command in
Spain. He talked at length of how he sees the situation. Still a very
long strugele belore us-—that is the gist of it. Perhaps more than a year,
unless we send an entire expeditionary corps and, most important,
Alpine troops capable of surprise movements in the mountaing during
the winter. If we can’t do this, he wants us to withdraw the infantry
and reduce our contribution to technical services, artillery, engineers,
and the air. [shall talk to the Duce to-morrow. My impression of
Berti is that, though we shan’t regret sending him, he hasn’t any
brilllant surpries 10 store for us, He asked for Teruzzi’s scalp, and he
may gel it.

Talked to Bvechini~ information about Russian espionage and a
diatribe against Balbo, Nothing T hadn’t heard before.

Saw the Ducd on his return from Rocca. He gave me the text of the
note with a fev alterations. We shall hand it to the French and
British represertatives on Saturday.

Galli is going back to Turkey. I have instructed him 1o drop the
praject of my vsit to Ankara. The time is not ripe,

Oarosrr 7 Conversation with Berti and the Duce, The new
¢commaunder is W make a report by Saturday 16th with a comprehensive
appreciation of the situation and his proposals for dealing with it,

' Igcui:u(ms will I taken on the basis of this report, for meanwhile we
whall have beenable also to study further international developments,
‘h‘ zél'ul.fi will notgo back to Spain. 1 shall talk to the Chief to-morrow
Bout his receivig some rec ngmtu»n for his work, so that he won't be |
pursued by the wual howls of eriticism, Y
Lord Perith anl Blondel asked me Jor the n-ply to their note. 1 told
them that the deiy has been caused by Azcarate’s' speech at Geneva,
saying that Valecia will not get rid of the Red volunteers, Our note

{ v : 4 {
1 Pabilo de Azedrae y Florez, Spanish Republican delognto ot Geneva and Anbause
© wdar i Tondan,
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is now in Berlin. We shall deliver it as soon as we have their agrecinent
to the formula. We must always give the impression of Axis solidarity,
The Japanese are beginning to buy aeroplanes from us,

Ocronrr 8. (I have replaced Parini by De Cicco and made other

changes.)

A day with nothing important. The note will be delivered to-
morrow. Meanwhile tension has increased. ‘There is no doubt that the
Spanish problem is moving towards an international crisis-——rupture or
clarification. Many anti-Fascist forces are working for the first alterna-
tive. But the peoples don’t want war at present.

QarosEr g. [ presented the note.to Lord Perth and Blondel at
midday. No comment, just a few words to arrange about the time of
publication. Blondel seemed rather shaken by our refusal. Lord Perth
showed 1o emotion and said nothing, apart from asking me for .u"‘
name of a cure for rhenmatism, which 1 recommended to him Tast yrzu:
and which, it seems, did him good. A real Englishman, }

Turati! spoke to me about living conditions and progress made in
the Empire. Nothing to be pleased about, But the Minister is more to
blame than the Viceroy.' We must have faith and leave the man on
the spot frec to act—or else replace i But not torment him with
questions of detail and keep Lis hands tied.

Ouroprk 10, Sunday at the sea. Nothing important,

» Qaronber 11, Nothing particularly outstanding. We are waiting
for the Franco-British reaction to our note, So far there is little in the
press and nothing olficial. Grandi told me on the telephone that it has
been a duy of clarification. Now the atmosphere is clearer,

The Duce is following events very closely, ealmly but with formid-
able resolution, He sent for me a second time to-night and talked
about various questions.  He thinks that a committee of six powers
(Italy, France, Greal Brityip, Germany, Portugal, and Russia) niighe
he able to solve the guestion of volunteers and also that of bcllim_n_ﬁ;"y.
Meanwhile he wants [resh impressions ol Spain, which he will shortly
get from Anfuso. 1 suggested to him that it might be fitting to withdpraw
pur Ambassador from Yaris, as a reprisal. He agrees, He thinks of taking
thig step when twelvemonths have elapsedsince Chambrun’s* depariure,

Qurosrr 12,
liguidation of Lessona,
_thing the Duce had said,

¥ Augusto Turah, former Soore
& pMarshal Rodollo Graziank
"l‘"m\ foraes in Libya, toqo-1,
Ciomate Uharled de Chambruiy,
Oetobier 10410,

Vigit fromt Starace, who announcod the imminen
1 had already realized this wmyself from somes

tary-Gendal of the Fascela Pary
Restpned in November 1997, Commander of tha

former Feench Ambassador i Rome, Reculled in
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~“The Duce insists on withdrawing Cerruti. He is right. 1 have
already sent a good Counsellor, Prunas, to Paris, to prepare for an
mterregnum,

The Franco-British reaction to my note is flubby. Delbos’s passes d
Paction is already losing its bite. I think they will confine themselves
to continuing the exchange of views.

Berlin is to make a declaration of non-aggression to Brussels. Per-
haps we ought to do the same, 80 as not to be left out of the game.,

I saw Russo on the subject of the new contingents of Black Shirts for
Spain. I'or the present T am against sending them. Too dangerous.

Ocroner 18. 1 took Teruzzi to the Duce, who promised him a job.
I am glad that this faithful old soldier is to be rewarded—-he did well
in Africa and in Spain. ‘

Lowentau! sent me a telegram, asking for a frank declaration on our
policy towards China. 1 veplied that we are and will remain neutral,
but that the Chinese attitude towards us prevents more active mani-
festations of sympathy.

Conversation with Dupuy® of the Pefit Parisien. Spectral analysis of
Franco-Italian relations. On our side gondwill and the desire for an
improvement, But in Paris they don’t want to do anything positive in
that divection, It is a long time since official France made a gesture of

L,

. sympathy towards us, What could we do to alter the present situation?

However, we mustn’t break all links or close all doors.

Ouroprr 14, Bdda is back, |
The fundamental ideas in our note have been accepted in London
und Paris. I am surprised. After the threats of the last few days this
withdrawal is enough to make one speculate about the decline of
the French and British peoples. The moment will come, it has

perhaps already core, when we shall be able to stake all on the final:

throw. :
Volpi talked to me about his visit to Yugoslavia. Not ahoui Yugas
slavia, but about himself in Yugoslavia, Hence quite uninteresting,
He ix aiming at the Ministry of the Colonies, though he deniea it wil
the blushes of a bashful child, He would be a good Minister and would
do well. With all his faults he is an able man, Ay |
Revel confirmed that the tax on investments is to be put into f

at the next Council of Ministers. The stock exchange has been wildly
- unsteady for the lagt few days, in auticipation of the financial logisla~ -
" tion, The Duce attributes this to fear of war and winty 10 close the

tion weems (o me to go oo lar, The experts are agninst it.
Lowentau [da), possibily Macvin Lowenthal, o prominent member of US, pastiin

Wi uqmﬂmmm
W Wieire Dupuy, ediior uf the Petit Parision,

} &

A

9.

exchanges, whirh he descrihos as ‘hotbeds of anti-Fascism', The legisly-
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Fagiuoli® asked me what to do with Visconti.? Liquidate him.
Valentino” is pleascd with our position in Poland. He sugpests that
Beck? should visit Rome. Why not, provided the Germans are jn \
favour of the idea? I think they should be, 1T will talk to the Duge
about it,

Ocrosin 15. I have given Grandi his instructions for the Non-
Intervention Committee. We must make some concession. [ therefore
underlined three points: we arc ready to discuss the plan for the with-
drawal of volunteers— the parties in the conflict should be asked to
state their intentions on the subject and, if they are favouraple, a plan
should be fixed for the withdrawal--at the same time they should he
given recognition of their belligerent status.

1 talked in a conciliatory sense Lo Loxd l’c'rtln, which pleased him
very much. He has staked on agreement with s and he wants'to
bring it off, He asked me about our forces in Libya, [ replied that =
we will talk about that within the framework of Auglo-{(alian nego-
tlations. Bk

The Duce took me with him to the Vi!'" Torlonin, b e wﬁ'n
very cheerful and is taking a close interest in the development vtﬂ“j"

ovents.,
Lugosianu® brought me a Roumanian decoration. There was o
peason for me to be given it, except the degive for a rapprochement. A
Oarosri 16. Took Ciccino to school for the first tine, How time
self, as if it were yesterday, and how

phsses! 1 remember going my
1 cried ot leaving old Emilia and only stopped when the caretaker's

hushand, in a scavenger's uniforin, threatened to arresi me, And yet
“that's almost thirty years ago! Giccino will be a good ssholur, He iy i
at self-respect and iy very proud. B

Grandi has watered dowr nry insti uckions foo 1ucn, but his pros
souncements have had'a good effect, Our diplomidic position s
vlearly advantageons,

1 saw the Polish Ambassador, who came to tell me, in Beck's name,
af'the frankly anti-1talian activities of the .Frcngh at Geneva, There iy
fothing to he done uholit it.‘ Internal politics form & barrier between

the two peoples. And also French jealowsy. -
The Greek Minister came 1o make a profession of’ loyalty towards e
(I the Creek seuse of the word, of course), alter having worked agninge
otested a little about the intrepld De Vecchi, who iy 4
Spanigh-Talian mercury cartel % ?A ¥

3 V. Mawiuoli, director of the 8 ]
), \',',:f_’m“'n' ;,,,m“ Podestil | ascist Tocal governor) of Leghorn, Direetor of the
'l

Slole mwroury mine, g . . 5
’.m‘m.: ll’inlm Avane di Valentino, Halian ll\mlmm forin W saw. 2
' wn Minister of Poland sinee 194 ‘

S Uiatonel fosepls Reck, Forel J
A v?llﬁ 'l"-;!;;)nsué Mussolini’s private residence on the outkit of Rome. Jia)

8 don Lugosianu, Kovmanian Mi
LY

5

]

I

aister tn Rome, i
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‘persecuting the Greeks and is said to have introduced the castor oil
method in the Dodecanese. TTe is an old fool and we shall have more
trouble from him.

1 went home with the Duce and gave him a full report on the
situntion, He is pleased. He had prepared an Informazions Diplo-
matica® directed against Belgium, but 1 persuaded him to give it up.
1t would have been liresome, from the point of view of Germany as
well.

Ocronek i7. Nothing special. Filippo® is back from Spain. He
repeats what we more or less knew already, i.e. that our troops are
tired and that Franco ¢an hardly wait [or them to clear out, though
he wants to retain the air force and the artillery. He is jealous of our
successes and afraid of those that arve still to come,

Oaroprr 18, Police review and in the afternoon manceuvres,
Splendid. Itisa perfect little army, equipped with all the most modern
weapons. With such a police force, assuming that it is loyal, a popular
upheaval is no longer conceivable—any riot would be crushed in a
matter of minutes. The truth is that the modern State always has the
means to defend itsell, provided that the man in command is deter-
mined to make use ol them

Himmler was present and [ull of admiration.

I veceived Ricei and said a few kind words to him. He has imade

“eertain mistakes, but all the same he is a good organizer and loyal,

1 confircmed to Blondel, who questioned meon the point, that I had

had a conversation with Dupuy,

Oorosrr 19. Comncil of Ministers. The law for a 10 per cent
company tax was approved, Medici and Benni® were not enthusiastic,
Franco Is adking for @ division in order to liguidate the northem

front. We have agieed,

U Oarosre g0, Raumer, Ribbentrops® chef de cabinel, was brought
16 see me by von Hassel. The object of his visit was to propose the

‘.Jf{\ wdherence of Ilaly, with the status of an original signatory, 1o the ‘plcj,
g "" between Germany and Japan. This is a consequence of my contactd
‘h-iﬂwith Tokyo, 1expressed mysell, in principle, in favour, but asked thit
1 we should be informed of and, if necessary, participate in the secré
LU Y nformagions Dlomatiche (Diplomatic Bulloting were published ai freegulag inters

.

vills,  They were dsnally written by Giano of Mussolind ad contoined important

peaterents on fore tn poligy.
Y Vilippo Asilugc:
8 Antunio Bennd, Migiater of Gomminicatliong. { '
U0 4 Jaaehdt yor Ibentrap s at this tme Aribasadir b London nud did nae
G bgenme Forelgn A wier andl February 1nat, bt he alveady played an lnportand
gt n the directic af Gorwnn fareign policy, somotiney, ui on s oocasion,

Jruppositian o the G han Fareign Miniry,

P
o
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agreements which I have reason to believe exist between Berlin and
Tokyo,

Muis il y a quelque chose qui cloche. Neurath! seems to me not to be "
pulling hiz weight. And von Hassel, notably, agrees with him. They
don’t wanl to do something which will disturb London, and then they

are afraid of Ribbentrop’s personal success.

Oaroner a1, As I foresaw, the plotis thickening in the Ribbentrop
aflan. Neurath, playing a different game, sent for Attolico,® He was
hoping that we would not accept. As we have accepted, he jy trying to
discourage us. He talked about possible repercussions in London. Then
he went io Berchtesgaden. Then he went back to Berlin, Clonclusion:
.Riblwml‘jnp will be here to-morrow, but hi? mission has not roceivcci
Neurath's blessing.  Attolico, an ¢x-mason, l'mmcdlatvly fell in behind
Neurath. The Duce is right, as he always 1s. You can't change the
way these old men’s minds work. You must change them. 1y i df.plm_' ,
able to see how in Germany the Foreign Minister fails 1y ¢ on the

Fithwer’s instructions, 'This is made overwhelmingly clear Ly, Neurath's

telephonie call to von Hassel.

1 was much touched to-day by the story
help her. She told me in a simple and unmistakab
Low she was driven to prostitution.

Saw the film about the life of
contents are poisonous, 1t is the glorification of anti-
have it banned.

Ooroner 22. Conversation with Ribbentrop,
von Hassel and Raumer for the latter part, Then a ¢ versation d trois
with (he Duce. 1 have written a report of the two « nversations else-
8 In principle, it is decided that we adhere (¢ 30 pact between

arism. | shall

\
he presence ol

where.
Germuuy and Japan.

Meanwhilefrom Berlin, Aftheinstigationof Neurath slico has ben
urging us not to join. And von ]!ilsa(?l here !mn been ©  much against
the iden, When Ribbentrop arm'l:.d. he .'mu‘l to one Ny secretaries
Wl the airport, “Ppenight T sh.ull write one ol ‘Ihr: huy t pages of miy :

nts in German foreign pol re dangerous,

diary,” These cross-curre

Gaood news from Spain-—C
Lo eoncentrate our forcey on the
ate the progress of this ¢ ursed war.

sijon has fallen. This nable Franco
Aragon (ront and, l¢ hope, acoeler-

L Cionatanibn von Nenrhth Foreign Mintater,  Dismised fror coign. Minitry fn
Fabiuay 1098 .
; 'Mn‘xml,: Attolice, Talian Ambuassidor Heclin: Roealle  p ghe request althe -
Germans in April 1940 Amhassador 10 the Holy See, 19402 ,
ftang wrote roports of the mole important dipliinatic comy yaidons in which he
Mok part. Vhose reporta, asunlly referred o in the diavy as vl (Minutes), have
'M pobitished in ’,‘l"um/ul verw . Cagasirgfe, NMovdadori, Tojan " 1gal - Kighish
BERRAlt ot §ny Ciena's Ditlomane Papers, Odhams Press, 1048,

v

of a girl wha hegged me 10 e
thiful way bf,“’ s
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Ocrostr 23. I have summoned the Prince of Hesse! to Rome,
and I am sending him to the Fihrer to {ind out what he thinks about
the Tripartite Pact.

In London the situation has heen comiplicated by Russia’s refusal to
accept the plan for Spain and by the ambiguous attitude of France
and Britain. The Duce, on my advice, has drafted Informazione Diplo~
matica No. 4 himself.

24 GIANO’S DIARY

I received the Japanese Ambassador in connexion with the tripartite

agreement.

I made a Minute of the conversation.

Cerbore? tells me he has learnt that the German police are suspicious

of Magistratl’s ideas.
done. [ have sent Gerbore to Berlin to inform Massimo,

This may be due to something Renzettid has
It is a tire-

some business, because, considering the way in which I am related to
. Masimo, it is proof of a generally suspicious attitude. Tt i$ hard work
"~ undoing our former reputation in German eyes,

&S A tearful appeal from Signora Patrone about her son languishing in
~ | Y - . .
I T # Russian prison. 1 will do what T can to hasten the exchange with
g ('dgurirﬂ" .

g _'_' Dinner in honour of Ribbentrop at the Villa Madama,

. Ocrosnx
the Committ
umAnimity-—c
1 Besides, if we
L anore unyield,
‘Z'L' * those of a won
hiro last night |
Jtaly, Germany

;:r
¥eid

1 with the wester

2 j"{ﬂ'mvcr again g
o Mediterranea

{  Sunday alt
! Ind their sold
j;‘ mmue of our g
bt ";..‘. Oaroner
'j?.i ohjection
‘ﬂ.} unich, as R

S Prince Philip o
e tweun 1

4 O Cigrbiore,
] ' Maiio Rcm-um

"o (iuhm.

Drafted instructions for Grandi for the meeting of
xt "Tuesday. We cannot give way on the question of
wise we shall be giving Russia an obvions advantage. |

. way, we shall find France and England more and

Ribbentrop agrees--his feclings for England are
for a faithless lover. In a conversation I had with
swenched the necessity of a military alliance between
nd Japan, in anticipation of the inevitable confliet
owers, He told me of Hitler's advice that we should

up Majorea, our formidable new pawn on the‘ o
exg=hoard, {
on—played a war game with Ciccino and Dindina®

We put the whole neighlbiourhood to flight with M
el

Ribbentrop telephoned to say that the Puhrer sees
ta dgreement being llgncd in Rome and not in
itrop himself had proposed in view of his position

ndon, The Duce approves and waats the signatur
0 as possible, If the Japanese are not too pernickety,
s 6th, There will follow an unexpooted meeting’ hf'
emse, husband of Peincos Mafulda of Bavoy - Acted on spegial |
v and Musoling, :
y offichal 4n the Foreign Miniatry, gl
aling Conmih-Geneesl 1o Beglin, i

y a.umt avreated in Fal
la), Chiann's davnghier,

Ym' o o 1939
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s going 10 tnlk to the Fihrer.

much politics but, ‘ alypt |
' e our {ricndship with Germany, 1 the agreement

MWinsels an Novernber g 1o disold

Eden shiould have made

4 f ll ‘
-’ OOTOBER 25, 1937 #5 L

the Grand Council, at which it will be decided to leave the League of

Nations on the 18th, the second anniversary of sanctions. This is how

Italy remembers and takes her revenge, In aiy case, the anti-Leaguers

are alrcady so numerous that we might think of founding a league of = |

the nations not belonging to the League of Nations! Q.
I protested to Drummond about the activities of British agents e

among the Abyssinian énigrés in Jerusalem, If they continue, we shall

allow out Arabic radio service freedom of action again. Drummond,

whio is a genuine convert, is also going Lo telegraph (0 support our point

of view at the London Committec.
Talked to Hotta about drafting the agreement.

QoTonrrr 26.
Nothing else important. b
Ocrosrr 27. 1o the morning I received Henry Gris, a Lithuanian
journalist, who wrote an abusive article about me some months ago in
Eisquire. He was very embarrassed and blushed, particularly in his cars
and his chin. I spoke to him politely and at some length, which had

e eflect of making him even shyer. X
by

Conversation wit! i who has arrived with the rest of the
delegation. I made a point of telling him that in Italy the most
stry. I knew that this way

Fascist-minded Ministry is the Forcign Mini ;
going to flutter the dove-cols. [1e immadiately went ofl into a tirade

against Neurath and German diplomats in general t\lld' their links withy
International Diplomacy, T took the opportunity of asking for von |
Hassel's scalp-he hag been playing a doulle game for too long. b AT
wmlm;ml evidence to ghiow why we mistrust {he man. Hess agreed and AORES
Heo asked for my advice about a successor. L
I saidl that & Party man would he the thin?. The alliance between the
two countries i hased above all on the identity of political régime, T
which determings a cominon destiny, Simml stabunt, simul cadent, :
‘I'he demonstration in the Poro Mussolini was magnifi-
the finest demadns(ration 1 have ever seen, Starace
“he Germans were moved by the Duce's
and dazzled by our colours and our sun,
Grein about the release of Markoft® Not
apocalyptic prophecies about what will = *

A

i

Oai10nER a8,
¢ent and picturesque :
14 great stage MANAgEr,
spoceh and the demonstration

{n the aflernoon I talked to
as tgnhl,

happen if we confit
with Japan comes ©

Somaothing new—
that he wauld be al

T a8 well, there is to be & universal deluge. “

a written message from Lden, delivered by Perth,

ad 10 meet me in Brussels.® Tt s interesting !I\u‘.‘ gl
this move. T think I ought to go. “‘""["hﬂnc(k VA

: l\lauduu' Flos, Hitler n"l"“)“l Lin Tealy L Vi
! rko |. a Roviel sient arreh ({3 (RS S 4 | A
Kofl, & Hovi wenied by thie Lengue of Nutions, wiis 1o miee iy

A A Ning Power Uanlerencs, ool ! el !
i e the qiestion of the Var Vast.

(N 21814
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Conversation with Balbo, As always, sour and treacherous. He is
sniping at the Party and at the same time trying to save his stooge,
Lessona.

NovremBER 8. The Duce was making fun of Grandi to-day. Grandi
really is backing the Non-Intervention Committee too heavily, He
sends the Stefani Agency! announcements which the Chief deseribes as
‘Dispatclies from Austerlitz’,

Aldrovandh® has read his speech to the Nine-Power Conference in
Brussels. It was apparently received with chilly silence, though they all
realized it was the only realistic specch.

The Japanese Ambassador asked me again for assurances about our
attitude towards Russia. The facts speak for themselves. Our torpedoes
have also spoken.

Admiral Bernotti, who has come back from the exercises at Riserta
lor the implementation of the Nyon agreement, told me that, while the
English Admiral was polite, the French Admiral was extremely dis-
agrecable, The French staff officers had more sympathy for the
Spanish Nationalists.

Novemurir 4, Mags at Santa Maria degli Angeli and the usual
ceremnony in honour of the Unknown Soldier.

Anniversary of Victory Day.?

Novemper § T met von Ribbentrop at the station. Hassel was
preen with ragey

Conversation with the Roumanian Cabinet Minister, Irimescu,® 1
alluded to the pact which is to be signed to-morrow and said that it
concerns Rouaania very closely. Simply for the reason of her alarming
proximity to the Bolsheviks, Bucharest must orisntate her sympathies
towards the powerful uegw anti-Communiat systemn, g

Conversation with Ribbentrop, Hotte, and Hassel. We fixed & few
details for to-morrow’s ceremony. The English, it seerns, have shown
the Japanese that they are very worried at the signing of the paat, -

L They feel thut the systern is closing Against them, i

I told the Turkish Ambassador that I will not go to Ankava until the

0 prellminary conditions for such o visit are realized, that is to sy, l"ﬂn

,’*, the Empive is recognized. 1 was pretty snubbing. f by
n“w*f \ o Novemsrr 6. Wesigned the Pact this morning. One wis OONICIO iy

. of an atmosphere detinitely unlike that of the usual diplomatic depe.

o mony. Three nations are embarking together ypon o path which may

. pechaps lend them to war, A war necessary in ovder o hreak thmugz, )

>

(i 4 ! Binfind, the official Fascls press ageniy, L . R
GO Caunt Latgth Aldrovandi Marescotii, leader of. the Tiallan delopmtion the -

Lo e ilenferencs . Eariaer Adibassador i Berlie. b ;.*
SR 1 The anmivdee batween Ty aud Aoatria wis pigaed one November 4, jgiff, 0 a0
"  Raddu Trimeson, Roumanian Minister for the Navy wned the Ale MY
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the crust which is stifling the energy and the aspirations of the young =
nations. After the signature we went to se¢ the Duce, [ have seldom =~
seen him so happy. The situatien of 1935 has been transformed. Ttaly’ o

has broken out of her isolation: she is in the centre of the most formid%i{:ﬁ;
able political and military combination which has ever existed. AL

In the afternoon there was a conversation d frois—Duce-Ciang-
Ribbentrop. An extremely interesting conversation, T have sum--
marized it in a Minute. ‘

In the cvening there was a grand dinner at the Palazio Venezia.
The two Japanese Military Attachés, both good Fascists, were radiant.
They are in favour of a military pact., They were delighted when 1 said
to them, in the Duce's presence, that they ought to oceupy Viadivostok,
that pistol pointed at Jupan.

NovEMBEk 7. The Duce deplores that Aldrovandi should have
given his consent to the gending of n s«-f‘on.(l invitation to Japan to take S8
part in the Brussels Conference. He is right—we might have spared
ourselves thesc few steps in the League ballroom. ‘The Duce hates thd;,:&.,f"
reputation which Italy used to have, and 'wants to "-"“Fc it by means
ol a policy as straight as the blade of asword. Moral: T have telegraplied

..

1 IE ]

et

A th
oy

Tokyo to say that, as soon as the Japanese haye relised, we will witly D
draw from Brussels. 'That will blow the conference sk); high. L .1
Ribbentrop has gone. Hotta, Hasacl, and T were agtlie station. T'he 1j’- s

" Duce has asked Ribbentrop too for Hassel's scalp. . VR

[ am sad about Papa, who is sinking Liourly. md hopes nf!{t;%f

& recovery, but it peerns that the treatments are useles. - his strong, R
snverous, hioroic Wi is now tired and old, It is a great griel to ime-—he q;": il
Joved me more than anyone and he made great sacrifices for me, May it

~Giodl bring about a mivacle, ; ' .

/ Novemper 8. The fllowing scene oo plurq An my office thig = *

ﬁ .horning. Stein came in and said; ‘1 nm'i{mln_u'(m'l by my qurmmom '

o inforn you that it conslders your participation in the Tripartite Pact

‘ ag contrary (v our Puet of 1933 and ay an unfriendly g‘oﬂyl’o towards

L the Boview. 1 liave nothing more to sy, I replied: *1 take note of s

- what you have told me, and 1 will gaport it to the Duce, Thave aothing X .} tiy!
4 "."m‘bl't: (o way.’ 1 rose and showed him to the door, where we "mu} 4

Rastruted Corelves i b pmtounq and chilly bow, ‘ R

ador 19 going o advise hig Government (6 join ,i{v‘.#

 apk

S Trimriive Pac sl o
e g tive Pact . - AT pael (T
TN ST lupnr o : Minigter has been instructed bY Kﬁﬂ)U‘ to ask for 0
SR The Hlungarian VU ; ' PIRSLNT Lge
LA Bigbting of the signatories of the Roime Protucoln? 1 see no objection

g B ) ’ 3 . o
o ml:;:;,r It might well ke place in Budapest, in ol “Eﬂh J"
‘ iple, 3 51
v -Kaiya, Hungariimn

Vi
TR k:'wuumnir grenmgnt batween

Foreign Minltey, . i
vy, Ausiris, sod Hudgary, signid in Masoly 8

S

e

a
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¢ Duce and he agrees. It is a good way of shelving the question of
the ‘Far East’’—all the spotlights of world publicity will be focused on
the Eden-Ciano mecting.

Ocroser 2g. In the morning there was a presentation of medals
to the widows of those who have fallen in Spain. The ceremony was
a success. But as 1 watched these men and women in mourning file by
and looked into their eyes red with weeping, 1 examined my conscience
and asked myself whether this blood has been shed in a good cause.
Yes, the answer is Yes. At Malaga, at Guadalajara, at Santander, we
were fighting in delence of our civilization and our Revolution. And
sacrifices are necessary in order to forge the bold and strong spirit of
a nation. The wounded were full of courage. One of them, who had
lost both hands and an eye, said, ‘All I want is another hand to go
back to Spain with.” It sounds like a phrase in an anthology, but it
came from the lips of a boy of twenty, maimed by the enemy’s steel but
happy because the Duce had stopped for a moment to talk to him. The
Germans who were with us have learnt something.

The Duce isn't keen for me to go to Brur 1l things considered,
he is right. Without preparation, a conversation with Eden would be
useless and possibly harmful because of the disappointment which
would result from it. If necessary, we can always find an opportunity
later. 1 spoke to Perth, who was not very convinced by my arguments.
He personally was in favour of the meeting, which would in his opinion
have done much to clarily the situation.

OcroBur 30, In the morning | had a conversation with Philip of
Hesse on his return from Berlin, where he had seen Hitler. The truth
is thint Hitler was very angry with Ribbentrop, not because of what has
happened—Hitler approves of the Lripartite Pact and claims to have
originated it himsel—but hecause, contrary to his instruetions, Ribben-

L

trop had kept the whole thing a secret from Neurath, Now the question

is settled -~ Ribbentrop will be Neurath’s suceessor,

Hess asked to see me outside my oflice, so I saw him at the Grand
Hotel, He was excited and nervous. He twold me that von Hussel's
wile had spoken in & very hostile way about ltaly in conversation with
hirv. Hess was loyally indignant. He wanted to go straight to Berlin

" to ask for Plassél’s scalp. ‘This would be all the éagier, av Hassel hinsell
 was going to Berlin to complain about Ribbentrop, The Fithrer would
e able to liquidate bim as a vesult of his own complaint. 1 advised him |
& ‘got to go, but to wiite. Any sudden and unexpected journcy on his|

art would give rise to other interpretations, The row would seend

o be between him and us, not hetween him wnd his Embassy, He

has written, Hassel really is hostile to Fascisn and an enemy of the
Vi Boglistvin the original.

S
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ome-Berlin Axis. He goes about telling a story that Streicher,! when
passing through Rome, visited the German school and showered praises
on a girl whom he picked out as the most intelligent and best-looking.
She was the only Jewish girl in the school. . . .

OcToBER gi. Inaugural ceremony at Guidonia.?

A great commotion in Paris as a result of Cerruti’s departure. It was
a situation which had to be cleared up. ‘We bave now cleared it up
and it was the right thing to do. If we are going to get France to
recognize us, it will certainly not be by smiles an_d concessions, which
is what Cerruti wanted. The Germans are very favourably impressed
by our gesture.

Novemsrr 1. Tokyo has agreed to the formula of the Tripartite
Pagt. The signature will take place on-Saful'dﬂY at 1 am. Working
out details i3 a lengthy and meticulous business with the Germans and
the Japanese, and they wanted to wettle even the most n.li‘nutc questions
of form. Something very important has happened. ‘The alliance of
three military empires the size of Italy, Germany, and Japan throws
an unprecedented weight of armed slr('n%.:l‘h into the balance of power.
England will have to reconsider her posiion c:\'CrY‘"'hc“'-- ¥t

Conversation with the King of Grecce. Polite, modest, fairly frank,
He was anxious to talk about politics, though he doesn’t l.lkc the subject.
I gave him an outline of the European situation and sad, very calmly
and very firmly, that, while we wish for peace, We are prepared for any
eventuality if we canuor obtain recoguition ol our liglll'ﬂ and national
inferests. The Rome-Berlin Axis is, um-quivm'ally, a lorce to reckon
with. Others must make up their minds to be its friends or its foes, Ag
there 1 nothing to separate Ttaly and Greece, I count on Greek friend-
ship, Hewas impressed, and was even more impressed when 1 _lﬂld\him
that in the Balkans we can n]rmnl)" count absolutely on .cvrtu.m slates,
My allusion to Yugoslavia was ohvious. Inany case the l"“: of advance
drawn by destiny ix Salonika f:;'r the Serbs, 111'f1x,1a.und (.‘ur‘lu lor us,
The Greeks know this and are frightened, 1don’t t.hmk my kind wordy
ffacing the ideu from his mind, It is, after all, an idea

sucdceded in ¢ ' ' |
. of which I have for some time heen workings,

for the vealization
A very hostile speech from Lden. It was only to be
oxpected. He can’t reconcile himsell to his Toss of face over Abyssinia
and 19 lu):ixur 1o land us a kick on the shins, 1 have drafted hijormazione
Diplomatica No. =, which is a good reply, An even better veply will be
the !ignifug on Saturday of the Tripartite Pact, snti-Communist in
theory, but in fact anmistakably .mz.(--Bnush;) 4
3 stecicher, edito the anti-Semitic paper, e ¢ tilrmer,
fullys Straicher, editor of Hs'ubiﬂf Mauntains, deslgned ax n centee of seronauds

* i W the ¢ .
Hiddonia, a new town in the ‘ i ne
| "’"""""‘. Nutedd ufter tho talinn air plonect, Alessanitdro Guidoni.

NOVEMBER 2.
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hat we must give the impression that the Rome bloc is really solid.
The Duce came back in the afternoon, and 1 had a short conference
with him.

Novemper g. Echoes of the Pact continue. I have been thinking .
a lot about future developments. We must not go about asking little
states to join-—-it must remain a pact of giants. But three countries
interest me: Spain, representing the prolongation of the Axis to the
Atlantic; Brazil, in prder to shake the whole democratic system in
South America; and Poland, as a line of defence against Russia. For
Spain we must wait, Brazil requires immediate attention and 1 have
- lelegraphied 1o Lojacono.! For about a year I have been subsidizing
~ the Tnwegralists® (o the extent of 40 contos a month. If in these days
- ot siruggle it is necessary to intervene on a larger scale, 1 shall place
‘the sums at our Ambassador’s disposal.
Dined with Wysocki,* whete | met Beck's wile and had a long talk
“with Lugosianu, who has resigned in the hope —very possibly a vain
hope-—af getting the Foreign Ministry in the next Gabinet. | proved
to him that Roumania now has no alternative but to align herself with
our formidable anti-Ruskian system. The Russians are her danger,
even more as allies than as enemies. The Roumanians may as well
wiste no time in making sure of our friendship and protection,

Novempie . The Duce has personally  drafted  Informazione
Diplomatica I\w reply to Chamberlain.
Pertinax a5 e a lieree artack on the governing clique in Poland,

. I have instructed Ansaldo® to take up their defence. They will be
grateful. An attack on a country is merely unpleasant, an attack on
personalities produces a change of heart, That 1s the moment to set to
work, Meanwhile l(mn’ it making things casier for us. The ory of
Halt!", by which Russia Tries ta deter Poland from joining the Tripaps
tite Pact, only makes it elearcr to her that her place is with the Fasciat
Motes, K

_ I have summaned for Monday the Commitice which i8 to ke

. arrangenjents for Hider's vecoption. The visit will be in My, but we
© mus think ahead i we want 1o do things properly, | am pirticularly

X‘ concerned about the decoration of the streets, Hithertd we huye

?

(i Whways dane it in a vommonplace, countrified, Humbertine® sort

b" L Way.
wa A Vincenzo Lajacone, Hallan Ambasador in Brazil,

0 ST e Bravition otitariang party, 1wis dissolved by tie Vgt Goverfig
Nk Decerher 1947, !
FO Y Alfred Wissockly Paliah Asabassidar in Rtame, _
L Perdinm, paeudonyny of the Freneh journnlist Anded Géraud. {
"";‘n ¢ CHavannl Ansaldo, edivg of Clano’s paper A Telografo, of Lughorn,
] ¥ 2y

U8 Whe Ttadian ggubvadent of Victoring (Umtherse 1wk King af aly fegm WIN

}
)
t

’
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““Talked to Solmi,* who would like to have u legal congress. It scems

to me a harmless idea.

NoveMBER 11. I have had another request from Eden for a meeting
in Brussels. I sent for Drummond and told him I thought I could not

accept, partly because of the place, partly because of the faint League

atmosphere of the setting, partly because of the moribund condition
into which the conference has now sunk. But it must not be deduced
fiom this that T do not want to meet Eden. On the contrary, T should
he only too pleased. But somewhere else, and after suitable prepara-
tion, in order to ensure that the mecting does not lead to illusions,
controversy, and disappointment. J

Anfuso has patched up a blunder of Salata’s in Vienna. Salata, who
had been instructed to put before Schuschnigg two British documents
which compromise Schmidt,* began asking for c.nnl‘mm;\tions, with-
drawals, #t¢. The scandal would have compromised our intelligence
gervice. Anfuso drew a veil over the whole afluir. Schuschnige has

told him that, if and when we wish, he will sack Schmidt. A very good

thing, because lie is a treacherous mai,

Novemper 12, The press has made a lot of noise about my
interview with Perth, God knows what would have happened it T had

consented to meet Eder. However, it 1s worth regi_sl;:rmg- the fact that
L aw.. "

something i happening and there has been a par
Hotta thunked me for our attitude at Brussels. B‘mﬂ us not to
withdraw our delegation. as it iy still useful in olyeru decisions

hostile to Japan. ‘ 3 ‘
Reveived the Brazilian Ambassador. 1 told him ol our lympa!hy for
support of the Italians in

the pulicy of Vargas,? and promised him the :
Braril, who are indeed (particularly those iuﬁhm Pm.rlo) for obyvious
reagony of local interest not ruuch in favour o l}t#gﬂ{lmn;.
Clonversation with Phillips.* ‘A long explanation of the background
of the Tripartite Pact. He has been impressed by
Expdrience Fouge, in which he talks about the Russiay

evolution in Spain.

andl the results
Delboss book,
preparations {or the r

NOVEMBER 13, ADb interesting talk with.mv: Duce. Me was set off
by a remark of aine dll(‘l' l.umrhml. ('!nll ‘nll into an attack on l!\g
bourgeoisic and their persistand anti-Fasdigt tendencies, .lu ‘lu?l 'f’r
somie days now the Argentina lhvegtrr h#.tb Lieen L’ln: scone ol 'Jul.l- g ascist
nwnlinw;, for that is what the acling of Pagnol's® play Napoleang Unigg

L RKiwton & i Minister of ‘{uuiu-- . X ' I
" }\:::,‘f,‘: ::m,l:,l,‘:i;“ Austtinn Under-Soorelary for Foreign Aflpirs,
' (“«-u,n., \ areas, Presicdent ol Brazil, 194045

Y William m,ﬁ w United Stutes Ambassador o Rome, 1930091,

) !
S Maves I’u'vu..f the French dramatist.
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amounts to—the situations, charactere, and-jokes have obvious analo-
gies. He accused the intellectual and bourgeois classes of cowardice,
inertia, and love of a quiet life, and deslared that as long as he is alive
he will keep them on the move ‘to the tune of kicks on the shin’. “‘When
Spain is finished, T will think of something else. The character of the
Italian people must be moulded by fighting.” He has banned the play.
Plato was prepared to ban the Odyssgy and even music if it seemed
flabby and depressing.

Barella! talked to me about the Popolo d’Italia. He can’t get the
circulation (o increase-—a phenomenon which ties up with the anti-
Fascism of the bourgeoisie. Even the Duce’s articles don’t send the
sales up, unless thousands of lire are spent on newsboys and the Party's
furces are mobilized. To think that the Duce believes that the Ttalians
are waiting impatiently for these articles of his. The bourgroisie often
makes one sick.

And it is this bourgeoisic which is at the mornent wildly happy
because of the non-existent negotiations with London. I feel inclined
to get back to the truth of the situation by publishing an Informazione

Diplomalica.

NoveMmsER 14. A strongly anti-Japanese motion has been prepared
in Brussels. The threads of the plot against Tokyo are beginning to be
unravelled, Noghing could be more dangerous than to fall for this
technique of ggllective security, I your finger gets canght in the
machinery g e your whole arm. 1 have dralted the announces
ment of our negative vote, which Aldrovandi will make to-morrow,
and shown it to Hotta, Hotta, for his part, has told me that Tokyo is
preparing to recognize Franco and has asked me for information about
the state of affairs in White Spain. At the same time he asked whether
we are ready to accord®ormal recogmtion to Mauchukuo. [ mysell
have no objection, in the present state of aflairs, but we shall have to
come to an agreement with Berlin, f

Gonde talked to me on the subject of the handing over of the Pepe

L.

and the Poerio® 16 the Spanish navy. Cavagnari is makiog diffieultiey

because the September instalment of the price of the two subriirines
hast't been paid yot. Our sailors have always been obutructive ahout

the Spauish enterprise.  They hate anything which may possibly meun

davger to ag much as a motor-launch of their flaet. . . . They are
admireile coltivators of that international law which, m urderrm

~ wage war praperly, they ought to despise. T
Dom Juan, the heir to the Spanish throne, has asked Lo see me, We

¥ Givliu Barolla, editor of 21 Popolo o' ftadia, the duily pape! founded by Musolint

s kn 1914,

8 Pape and Postio, two Ttallan deatrayers,
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‘ NOVEMBER 14, xgg-,-“ (R A
ust be very cautious, although I myself believe in the necessity :
the restoration of the monarchy. A

* # f‘;v )
'~ Novemner 15. A long conversation with Chen Kung-po.! I l‘oum‘g_wi;"; ?SL
| him aged and, away from hig own world, much less brilliant than xﬁ‘mj '
remembered him to be, 1 expounded the fol}oxving thesis. Japan wi} R
~overwhelm you militarily and the democracies will not give you any'_'x A
practical assistance. Your only salvation is to be found in direct nego-
~ tiations through the mediation of Italy and Germany. And the sooner
“the better, T pathered that the Chinese are relying upon the vast size
~ of theic country, but they forget that China's vital points are on the so 8l
~ or the rivers and that the Japanese navy cin operate unopposed. I have
_ sent a telepram to Chiang Kai-shek setting out my point of view, y
In the afternoon there was a meeting of the Committee for the
feception of the Fiihrer. 1 intend that everything shall be pcrfcch’,‘".'{‘ip
. Iliat is why I have started the organization six months in advance, 1}‘)‘ 3
©Yeserday everybody responded with cn‘tlumasm. Yhe most delicate
4 sroblem is relations with the King-—the Fohrer got Hess to tell me thag .
L he did not want tostay at the Qpiriqal-’ BUl. at Peﬂﬂ he will have to gOL
';'}"Q.'herc aneday, Lam thinking of splitting the visitinto two parts, a visit 1o ".;
" the King and a visit to the Duce. We shall have to exercise a lot of tac, 41
: j”i;ﬁﬁg is & dillicult subject and people will be only too ready to criticige, 'wh
4 NbvEMBER 16, Mussolini was very pleased with Aldrovandi's sta

ot 40 Hewssels—a downright No. ‘At last Thave ng*ﬂ,Of diplomuf:'y

’».:‘ ’

{;‘ “like,” he said to me. He talked at length abou t.he'hcccuity Ay
“+redecining Italy's repatation as a faithléss nation, Hismarck vsed to &0
?’h‘?@w that you can’t have a palicy with Ttaly when she &s faithless both’)

b’

4
] A
e

\

!

s friend and for. Demonstrations like yesterday s prove that Fascisy |
¥ ‘i; l)" is no longer the Ttaly of intrigues whagprostituted herself (o the ¥
S ¢ N A
ap &y

ﬁ;dgmam'auim. kg Sl
C 07 @hen Kung-po has asked me (o sound Tokyo, in my name, abowt, "4
3 Xﬁ"“ dditions of poAce. He gave me to understand that the recognition | ?}J v
‘*"'}'r‘ Meanchukuo right be .(‘pnc;n'dcd.‘ ' pics ‘ )‘L, :
i ',;qi., 5 Non Hussel talked to me against Schusdhnigg, whc‘; 18 smid, irf convep. ! %
,;_}.J}"pu(m with one of hig ministers, to have d.cclmml himsell’ In fuvoyy Qf‘:lﬂ
it ;{w agreement with Praguc and therefore with the western democracied, ¢ )
§ clieve the report--Schischnigg knows that that would
ndoned by us, which would be the end of Austria, .{f’

L e
future King of Spain, to sev the Duce, 'The Du:zr ¢ '

(e being abi
ST ook Don Juan,

A "td't" Wi that it is easiey for monarchies than for tepublics to frarmé i ¥
L 2 policy, beckuse they need o make fewer compromises, Fip'y
ﬁ'bf*:‘ﬂ[ ﬁ‘od Jidm to base his régime on the support of the rural mmum“

R ¥ / X W |
gl L Chinese Mindster for: Press and Propaganda, g

L Chen Bung-po, 1
# Oyininaly the royal palace iy Rome.
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“they are wore loyal and less neurotie than the urban population. He
#aid Spain should be given an imperial spirit. The present civil war
18 the consequence of the psychological collapse of 18g8, which resulted
~in the viviscction of the Spanish soul and despair {or a future no longer
worthy of the past.
NovemseRr 17. Went with Cerruti to the Duce on a farewell visit.
At least it had the atmosphere of one, though in theory that is not the
pusition. The Duce attacked F rench policy towards us. Cerruti
0 defended it, with remarkable courage. He said we owed it to Laval
that sanctions were not applied on oil during the Abyssinian war, The
- Duce said that sanctions on oil would have meant war, That was the
only reason why France didn’t want them. We shall not forget all that
London did, and Paris connived at, two years ago. When Cerruti said
o that for France Ttaly is enemy No. 1, Mussolini replied: ‘A great
" honour. I want to be feared and hated, rather than tolerated or
protected.’” When the subject of the French army was raised, the Duee |
quoted Paul Allard’s book and advised Cerruti to read it. At the end
#° of the conversation everybody’s opinions were unchanged. And s
+ France's stock had shown no signs of rising,

Novemnrr 18, Nothing worthy of naote, except the opening of
the Textiles Fxibition. A prodigy of Fascist will.

Novempewr 19, Lessona ibformed me that the blow has fallen, He
was very sad. He asked for it, He has never been frank or friendly ta
" those who have helped him. He hay always wried (0 make trouble,
Now he has fallen into his enemies’ hands and they will go on kicking
0 hin after he is down. Teruzzi is considered a loyal but mediocre
executive-—in fact more loyal than mediocre. S
3 Conversation with the Duce and Chen Kung-po, The Duce repeated
U umore or less what 1 had alveady said to old Kung-po. The only way *)
Cout is German-Italian mediation. There is nothing to hope fov frent
1 Chinese arms —still less from military ald from abroad. Kung-po iy
0 poing o telegraph to his Government. 1t may be that they are on tha )
0 way to mediation. They are depressed at Shanghay, Cota’ telegrapha’
2 that for the first time he has seen T, V. Soong? depressed, 'Thay fyil e
'.m”,‘ striking, because T, V. Boong is a brave inan, I have lch'g;‘ﬂphed m |
’—.‘.“l’."; Cora to talk to him on the lines of the instructions 1 sent on October gl
L Mahd of my conversations with Chen Kung«po. A

W Novesmner 20, The Duce has taken steps about a blatantly pros

§ < . A e i o by i

e French article in the Tribuna, e described the author, -“ﬂlddﬂu],"d”

S son of wlaves’. A
) 3
U Giulisno Cora, Tisbian Ambueador to China. i vy ; Y

TV Boong; former Mindster of Finance. Hmlht‘j,'}r Madame Chiang Kui-shek
* Vrangesco Seardioni, Parie corcenpondent of Ld Tvibuna e

=
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- the brakes, If the Fithrer knew, he would approve. But the Willieli!
|1 strasse Is the most obstinately ancien régime organization. In Ttaly, aftées

_ NOVEMBER 20, 1087 LI

I received the Japanese envoy, Baron Okura,! and took him to see
the Duce. He said nothing of much importance but confined himself
to expressions of gratitude for our solidarity with hus country.
Volpi pretended to be delighted that the ‘lot hadn’t fallen on hisa'

to gfo to the Colonies. But his face fell when I told him that the prcxen'% X

situation iy destined to last a long time. He was still hoping. . . .

.
.

3,
e

Y

The Brazilian Ambassador had nothing new to tell me about h>il“ )

country. Vargas is looking for a formula for Brazil. He will have to
find one. Otherwise his movement will rapidly collapse. The secret of
dictatorships of the right—and their advantage over other régimes—-
consists precisely in having a national formula. Italy and Germany

have found theirs. The Germans in racial ideology. We in Roman

imperialism,
Novemser 21. Was delighted to see two good Fascist faces at the'
Palazzo Venezia-—1eruzzi and Ricei. )

Halifux's? visit to Germary is a new proof of the anomalies in the

Reich’s foreign policy. Too many cocks in the henvhouse. There are

ot least four foreign policies—Hitler's, Goering's, Neurath’s, Ribbens

rop's. Without counting the minor ones. It is difficult to co-ordinate

o+ themn all properly, All the time Neurath has to be dragged along
% behind and slows things down, ASth

-+ Here am I thinking of recognizing Manchukuo. Neurath puts on

i

o vall e took s fifteen years to conquer the Palazzo Chigl,  And 6

o L know what a struggle 1 have to make these goats keep step to :{.; 3

U Fakeist march.,
0 Conversation with the Duce and General Visconti-Prasca,? l’r“ﬁw‘,

s very pro-French: - he studied in France and balicves in the Prench
Ueneral Stall and Freueh military efliciency. 1n the comse of (he

U ponversation, which covered fumniliar ground, the Dude expountled twe

s
1 gt
R
‘it

A
3 i

\ ey [ N
",ﬁ'-#‘; |

[
R

1w

4 Cintereating ideas. (1) An army must be political. Not go in for political

»"_uctivil)' But every soldidr must be the hearer of a fragment of g

L political ideology., Otherwise you get not soldiers but employees luem:v“;"'f

A by the state, On this way of thinking Badoglio corwiders the Reiehy
11 presont army more powerlul than the Kaiser's army, though inferior te

o French population has it orgin in the two and a half million dead gp

';_- ¥ the Napolconic wars, and the law which dbolished primogeniture an.;]"ﬁ"\r,

s put a premium on only sons, ‘ _
R T COkur, A inclusirialisg une of n nu\ml;rr ol prominent Japanese seqt w‘
P Barape and Amepica to countoract Ohinese propagaiida,

L ord Halilnx was af this tune

e Forein Beotetnry in Match 193t i .
i W l"O"lml prEchetpty 10 TR i« Prason, Talian Military Adaché in Pariy )

L A Ganeral Schuatiann Visgonti
i

.

3

S in equipment, discipline, and waining. (2) The shrinking of the

Lowd President of the Gounetl. Hee succeeded Bdeglt
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= Noveunrr 22. The Duce raised doubts about the political relia-
i ‘bility of Alessandro Pavolini.! T replied that T should reject every
. sugpicion unless it were documented in an absolutely unguestionable o
4"' & ﬂuhiou. VAV
3 ,;,-"' My conversation with the Duce was slmrt. Deeided in principle on ’
_';jrf?,“,ﬂle building of the new Ministry for Foreign Affairs. 1 am sorry to .
v.";fci.".‘.lmvc the Palazzo Chigi with its Mussolinian tradition. But the new o

JNEIARR " xy 10 . ! /| . 4
" building must play its part in the ereation ol the Duce’s Rome. 0

% ‘;}é} « In the afternoon I had a conversation with Guarneri and Revel.

‘.'f“'{' very pessimistic about the currency situation, which, in theif =
g -

~ppinion, is a reason to aveid action which may lead to war. They ask
for two years of tranquillity and ten years of peace. It seems to me
too much, LA
~ On the Duce’s orders I sent a telegram to Attolico, to inform the o
Fuhrer of our intention to say good-bye to Geneva on the 25th of = =
gmaxt month, A gesture of this kind, made by us after the virtual failu;rc‘"_,;. v I
~ of Halifux’s visit to Berlin, will help towards the strengthening of the e
" Axis, ot better still of the triangle. We won’t have a meeting of the "+
0 Grand Council. A telegram from me to the Secretary of the mmhé.f‘"'*’.;ﬁ
‘. ~eaten League will be enough. {1 K M

NOVEMBER 23. Received a letter from Neurath, giving an account::.%f)‘ R
Halifax's visit. The results seem to me to he absolutely nil.. We did’
well 1ot to go to Brussels. | ,”f{p
57. From Paris, Prunas rzports that there have been outrages upon the
\graves of the Ttalians who fell at Bligny.* If Francophile hearls will
" Lexist in Ttaly, 1 think the publication of this piece of news will be
Senough to cure them for ever. I told Alfieri, who has a brother huried:];_i‘ ]
_at Rheims, and he reacted with a violence scarcely compatible with tis 50
eutle character. I have aleeady sent copies of the report to Del Grobed =0
id Rossd 4 Should the vutrages continue, we shall ask for the bodies
» be repatriated, And we shall send the French theirs, N

L Novemnce o4, The Fihrer s, in}n-iuciple, in favour of
witting Geneva, But Le doesu’t want our uction to be tied (p wi
he anti-Clommunist Pact. He prefen that it should be explained 1
¢ nonsrecognition of the Empire.  Aliont Manchukuo they are silll
rering in Berlin, The pro-demacratic rein of the Wilhemstraase nm; Rl
cises too powerful an influence over the Fahrer. 'Li’e‘.‘
have given Ghigi instructions for his mission to Vienna, He w2 g1
very well up in the situation and seemed to me rather ﬁxghitnéﬂﬁ, §
o Atewancra Pavolind; President of the Federation of the Profadons and Asty, iy &
Tligny, on the Marne front, wi vhe seene of fierce fightig i July 11, lu'whk ah
i 1 1aliun gc(' b Avsy Corpr suffired lonyy casvnliies. . Bk ok i
Clivels Dl Crol, Prosidlent of the Asociation of Wer Wonnded nnd Tnvalidy, | © SRR
Amiloar: Rassi, President of the National Aisocistion of ex-Combatants, 1 SR



1t detined the task of the Italian Minister ut the Ballplatz as that of a

‘doctor who has to give oxygen to a dying man without the dying man!
heir noticing. In case of doubt we are more interested in the heir tha
- in the dying man. '

U NoveEMBER 25. We have decided for an attack on France apropau‘,' 3
ol Campinchi’s! speech. 1 am not altogether certain of the authenticity
ol the text, but the Duce wants to fire dway. As a spare cartridge, he |
 hag in reserve the outrages upon the Bligny graves.
. The Duce thinks of leaying Geneva on December 18, with a Grand
. Gouncil for the occasion. Not earlier, in order not to give offence to
e ‘Stoyadinovich on the eve of his visit to Italy, i
n_z. Meanwhile Berlin informs us that for the present they do not mean
1o proceed to the recognition of Manchukuo, though they leave us
» o liberty of action. We shall recognize. In a few days—not to-clay, in

- order not to spoil the German-Japanese anniversary,? We have tl'l'e‘f':

'j-‘zqddiuonal motive of having to do something in return for the recognis
V:{‘r@qn of our Einpire. ; L8192 ) e
1 - Auluso has gone to Vienna. He is taking Schuschnigg a Czech
.r‘ﬁfi;;’«‘#wumcm containing serious statements of Hornbostel® (Schmiq_ttﬁ'

| Mgainst the Axis and in favour of the western democracies, I he

“given the Chancellor my opinion that it is a dangerous game, T have
D sent a copy of the document ta Goring. '

(MNOVEMBER 20. The Duce has read in a British intercept
firelli is spreading poisonous rumours against autarchy. 1 had
m dbout Pirelli's uncertain political eolous, Now I am proved
1 At the Duce’s request Franco is giving us 100,000 tons of steel,
ad thing, breause meanwhile produgtion can be speeded up by Iva,

i

A

sides, it is evidence in favour of the sineerity of Franco's léu;}me_nt}: ),
wards us. Many people are beginning to have doubts, I, honestly,
have none, 1 do, however, have considernble doubty of the honesty of
groniz® and the rest of the Forelgn Ministry. They too belong 1o

ational diplomacy. ! |
Dinner in bonour of Qkura al the Japanese Bmbassy, Motta told me
ahat our conduct at Brussels bas definitely convinced 'l'ok).m of oup b
perity and that ccmacmnen_ﬂy'u will be possible to start talking kbout -
ot for military consultation again, [ gave him to nntlcrgtand lhat,s
vill recognize Manchukuo, Japanese nai{\tary men are fanatically i
Ailinn, The Military Attaché ’wua talking lagt night about war /o0
. » . anieh Mins L i * "‘\ i
b L:irln‘l?:ﬂlg‘?:tl;gzxn::i:'tc::\‘ ‘l’-\?tr ft‘:tw:mx:‘ :"}?rmuny andd Jnmn, was sigiied '.“; b
. r:&'ﬂlg?"“i“’““’l' Director of the Politicnl Departmant of the A“"M'I-
e

y. 1 i
} nt wroup aof Talian steel fanndrics, y
‘:fé:g‘;r:::,:‘r(‘f?‘(‘.ﬂ,l' ,|ﬁ, Spunish Navonalisi Wiplomatic Cabinet,
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S ith England. As he lives in Via Addis Ababa, he said that he is

hoping to move soon to Via Tunis and Via Cairo and, in Tokyo, to Via
Singapore. The Naval Attaché asks us not to deliver to the U.S.S.R,

~ the very swift cruiser now being built by Orlando.! The Japanese

would be prepared to buy it. They are afraid of its speed, if it is
sent to Vladivostok.

Novemnrr 27. The defenestration of Schacht® is excellent—-the
thorough nazification of the government is beginning. et us hope he
will soon be followed by some more,

Saw Cini, Marziali,? Felicioni,* Baroni,” !

To-clay again we have found in a British intercept evidence of the
gloomy pronouncements Guarneri is making about the financial situa-
tion, The Duce told me that he is keeping an eye on him because of
the Federation of Industry circles to which he belongs. 1 mentioned
to the Duce my conversation with Guarneri of a few days ago. I confesy
that I am quite calm about tlie situation. But even if I were not; |
would becomne so by my contact with Mussolini's imperturbable
gerenity. He has always been right. And this time, into the bargain,
he ls associated with the conquerors on every frout: Spain, China,

\ Africa. . .. Tn avery few days, perhaps on Monday, we shall recognize |
Manchukuo. A policy of realism, And even as regards the Chinese it

is the best moment Lo take this step. They are in such distress that they
won't be able to react. Besides, if the war continues, China will soon
cease to exist, It was hard enough to conduct operations from Nanking
from Chungking, with the country invaded, with no conimunications
and no revenue, it will be impossible. There are many indications thay ©
the break-up of China is at hand. To avoid it, they ought to make:
peace--on any condition, 81 b

Novemnrr 20, We recognize Manchukuo to-morrow. | inf'ormn}i: N
Hotta to-day and he was very pleased, We are gaining ground.
Whereas any uncertainty or vacillation would keep people away, the
loyal and helpful policy we are carrying out cements our friendyhips,

- g g UL
' Our conduct at Brussels won (he day with Japan, 1To-morrow's stroke
. will be another suocess, R

Sunday at the sea with Edda. For the first time the children ate‘at v

{ ‘,‘Q"j{‘; tuble with us. That very much gives one the feeling of a family. Fff !

A e . ¥
M, ‘P.,-:-lhut reason I like it ‘ i
By ‘,J* T'lie Duce has authorized me o give the Japanase & copy of the plags
AT L
il 2h) ' Orlada, w Leghorn Grn of shiphbuilders, ' : \ it
Fivin 1 e, bhialmar Sohacht, President of the Reichshank. He had just resignod frogn \f\p
0 pest oF Mindster of Evonormic Affajrs, Vit
’) ',"r & Criovannn Bautiian Marzisli, Prefect of Naples, _
nalu Al ¢ iteliee Feliciomi, Prexident of the Societd Dante Alighiert: A
% o 8 Guido Baronl, a jovinnalist, '
{ !“"‘{“f R
fnd iy’ "
IR T
et
: ;"‘h‘ r}’x‘"}:.:“l“ ¥
il 5 YA T ! L



s a proof that we are now actively co-operating,

in Aux eoutes. After expl: aining that I was speaking in a purely pcrsonul

er‘_‘
NoveEMBER 29. Isent for Blondel to show him a disgraceful cartooﬁ‘z..,

NOVEMBER 28, 1937 | A ] L

i# Singapaore which Perego! sent. We must present the gift gxacwutw,

K0

i

capacity, I told him that insulting the sacred person of the Duce wa.[-%n‘~ Lt

not the way to re-establish good relations between our countries.
Opening of the Chamber. A great welcome for Papa, who seemed

in pretty good form, though rather palt and much aged. No enthu-

siasm in the C }mml:cr for the recent ministerial nominations.

: \

,“‘

e

Ftold the Duce about Anfuso’s conversation with Schuschnigg. Theli| )

Chancellor admitted the authenticity of the words used by Hornbostel,

but defended him so far as Ttaly is concerned—he talks against the Axis =

because he is anti-Nazi. The Chaneellor was very impressed by the. ﬁh
i

~effectiveness of our intelligence service. He asked if we spent cnormous 5
sums, On the contrary, we spend very little, but we have in Lmanuele ‘{i

f most valuable man.

Novemser 30, Conversation with the Chinese Ambassador, He 8 !1
wanted explanations about the recognition of Manchukuo, He was &
afraid that a step of this kind might make it difficult for us to mediate
~in the conflict. 1 said that on the contrary it should make it casier. In.

- ‘order to make peace, China will have to recognize Manchukuo, Ttuly®
1 aetion has made thik easier for her.
\J Talked 10 the Pole about the general situation. He asked his usu_
~unintelligent questions. \
“ 50 Nothing else. ‘

ds

C Druesmrer 10 The Duce has gone ofl the deep end with lht‘f

Ministry of Popular Culture for sending the filon Squadrone Bianco 10"

an It wag an idiotie thing to do. It we have ‘pro-Arab policy,

. what is the point of serving up to the Egyptians the spectacle of Aralig
L being scientifically massacred Ly one traops?

I gave the Japanese lemuy Attaché the plans of Singapore. He'

i much impresse d by this gesture. We must actively work on the ©

\ J’hmum- Ceneral Stafl, in order to arrive at the military agreement.
V Swhich alone can deaide the issue with England. England is twulcmly
“nol disarming Percy Loraine told a diplomat in Istambul that, when

S VEngland is ready, she will destroy us and smash the Duce.  He i
L exaggernting. And it isn't altogether necessary for us to wait for thiy
S e of perfect readiness, about which 1 am in any case a h:uc soeptical,

A .,[‘e,‘h.,p,‘ the arms will be ready, but what about the men!

Nothing particularly important,

SE D ciumuein 2.
Consul in Singapore.

i.""‘ U Allerto Perogo, Italinn

0 Wi ‘Pirey Loralue, British Anbassacor in Ankmrd, Succeeded Lord Perth “”‘*M

W Atibsiador In Rome in May 1950,
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“At dinner the Duce told stories about his youth with great zest. He

il

},‘\i said that his father was fond of his debts and, even when lic was able
;.'{i![;"'\d'ﬁit;uirlutc them, he kept them, at least in part, on principle. "l‘h‘;’;&-v :

¥
F

" father’s last debt was paid by the Duce two days ago, A

LN v . oy
£ ';?;;g-,»_ When thie Duce starts to talk, he is delightful. 1 know nobody whu’#--H
" uses such rich and original metaphors. e
(e ﬁ:- ~ Gave Grandi instructions to protest about sorae anti-Italian remarks
" of Sir Percy Loraine. He will have to see Chamberlain in person, izs';' d
f Drcumprr 3. Conversation with Bocchini, Nothing new. He is “)‘
AN ¢ ! i A : rys e L o ebe
+ busy preparing for the visit of Stoyadinovich., There was a danger of & (85

(Croat outrage, but the man has now been identified andwill be arrested. w o
- T will tell the Yugoslay Minister about this at the end of the visit, eﬂ.ﬂ*
Conversation with the Duke of Aosta. He is very conscious of th'q'.'mj

1

4
* weight of his responsibilities, which is a good sign. But he still seerns to r,',ﬂ: _
. me rather hewildered. Heisa sympathetic man, and I wish him succcu_.‘..r_‘#j'f;;
~ with all my heart. ’L;;,,‘,"'
" The Jevs are flogding me with insulting anonymous letters, acousing
e of having promised Hitler to persecute them, Tt is not true. Theghse &
Germans have never mentioned this subject to us, Nor do | believe 4

G :
“:fthut we ought to unleash an anti-Semitic campaign in Italy. gy er"'t

f

W
problem doesn’t exist here. There are not many Jews and, with sox [f

{

" exceptions, there is no barm in them. And then the Jews should neve
he persecuted as Jews. That produces solidarity among Jews all o ?}
¢ world, There are so many other pretexts for attacking then, But.i;’ e
1 repeat, the problem doesn't exist here. And perhaps in small \d'mg_. L
RS,

ews afe necessary to society, just as leaven is necessary to bread, & fi‘g:’rg"

1]
-

" Droempir 4. The Duce informed me of his decisions about 18 i,
new building programme for the Navy. Tam delighted. 1 haye wrﬂtﬁ ’v
 my own hand to Goring, whe since january has been insisting ‘_ s oA
the construction of the two new 35,000-t0uners. ke LN
L/ A very interesting conversation hetween Grandi and Eden. 1 believe
that really, particularly since the Tripartite Pact, London wants (0 come -
o un understanding with Berlin and is propared cven for great sacrifie ~4R o
nd Prance? In any case,ina lew days we shall (hrow our homband AR

eneva, And as the Fithrer i pledged to anniounce that Germany dagg St
aot intend to veturn to the League, the British attempt ut negmin.ti ong l?‘h gt

ot going to make any headway.  As far as we ave concerned, I have ‘; i
sent d‘ruudi ingtructions similar (o those of last summer: cu‘-lm_r com (, i
pleté agrecment, with recognition of the Empire, oF better wait, ! ' } ';:

*T'he Pope hus given me the Plana Geand Cross. Pierardo ' wrote nl“

very atfectionate Jetter, and T ceplied with squal warmth, e ‘M‘gi i
i

)
PRIl

\Mentigior Giuseppe Pizzardo, V atican Secrorary for Exoraordinary Afluivy, | M\'

ih made a carding] o few days v, L
4 3 '&‘ 0‘{ ! )
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SLCEMBER 5. Neurath’s meeting with Delbos at the ‘amtibn”im.'?.:""

N

Berlin is now seen in its true proportions as a purely formal gesture, "T-{ i

v b

Tle preparations for Stoyadinovich’s visit are complete. He arrives = =

~at 9.50 to-night. I shall be at the station with the Duce. T have tnkcq'.v ,’z} ‘“ :
ains about even the smallest details of the visit. This man has shown ™ S0

£}

“himself a genuine friend, and 1 want him to have an t.-xrcptional“"!?} ‘
weleome. In the first place, because I regard the Belgrade Pact? as Q"{"'Q‘"

* fundamental for our policy. The alliance with the Slavs allows us to "

view with calmness the possibility of the Anschluss. After the signature o
the King told me that he considered this action to be the most impor- (1 8 &
~tant effected by the régime. And then 1 have a personal liking for =
Stoyadinovich. Strong, sanguine, wilh.:\ resounding laugh and a %
vigorous handshake, he is a man who inspires confidence. He has .;,-r o
confidence in himself and he is right. Of the politicians T have met s fiﬁt
far in my European peregrinations he is the one who interests me most, ‘“"'ﬁ",}',ﬁ- Y
The French and English find it hard to swallow this visit, From an i A
~dntercepted telephone conversation between the British Press Attaché &

and a journalist it appears that the British Embassy is spreading a
~tpour that we mean to tie up Stoyadinovich more closely tllaul. even 1
0 With us by exploiting his weakness for pretty women, There is an |
" element of truth in this. The Duce laughed when I told l"".l U\M,i‘!
o hiesides the oflicial receptions, 1 have laid on a few dances with the"gJ
: "'-7‘fpreuic.-u women in Roman society. ¥

\

-C_‘%L, I informed Hotta of our new naval programme and hinted vaguely 8
S our Teaving Genevas It is to happeén on Suturday 11th 0 ;

_1' Droemnrr 6. Very busy with 8. visit, He had a conversation ‘ﬁ,_
L;{*‘.With me and aferwards with the Dude. At fiest he was vy embars 58
& ':" ) g : ) &5 1" ,/6«\ i
o passed. Then he relaxed and talked with his usual open frankness, The
Sneeting between the twa mbn went well. They have made real Fantact,
4 Aufuso contacted the French nationalists for the first time at Turin

westerday. The Duce approves of the setiing up of arms depots at
J‘T}I? the frontier. 0 .
Dy cpmpenr 7. The visit continues. Second conversation with ihe
',"-.‘_ Duce, Mioutes made of both conversations.  All well,

s [y

M e 0 Visit to the towns in the Pontine Marshes.? Stoyudis |
U UoVich enters more and more into the spirit of the thing. He is getting
i 46 like thc idea of dictatorship, He has taken up the Roman salute and
b4 Wenrs his cloak with the leather lining outside, because it 8 ‘mope
oy b & l

Iuhu'y’.
A The Belgrade Pact, 4 solifical agrecment between Jtaly and Yugoslavia, waa @
e N ', e [ 0y -'ll on \lnrf'h L I('U‘/"

el by Cihana and Stoyaduiovi \l Pantifie \1;|‘nhcu, sontheeast of Rome, wore ong %

“l.'hc Aew twns in the rediin
§
Ny

shov/pieces of the Fascist régime
Iy
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Decemsrr g. Visit to Milan. The working masses, who are intelli-
gent, appreciate the significance of the event, and gave the visitor a
very warm welcome. 1 too was given an affectionate welcome. It is
a good plan to end a foreigner’s visit at Milan. He has a chance of

seeing the city’s ardent, creative rthythm. And then contact with the *

- workers makes him realize that the régime has really permeated the
masses and destroyed the Marxist strongholds. It made a particularly
deep impression on the Yugoslav journalists, especially those of the
opposition,

Parenti! is doing good work. He is a comrade made after the image

“and likeness of Starace, and for that reason admirable for the present

as soon as possible.

DecrMBER 10, Departure of Stoyadinovich. The net results of his
trip are good. Tt ended this morning with a visit to the local Fascist
headquarters and the laying of a wreath ‘in honour of the martyus of
the Fascist Revolution’. Not bad for a Yugoslav Prime Minister! S,
will go back to build up his party on the basis of a dictatorship. He hay
four years hefore the King comes of age. But cven after that he will
continue to exercise control in conjunction with Panl.? He liked the

" Mussolinian formula ‘force and consent’. King Alexander only had
force. S. wants to make his dictatorship popular. Nothing new las S

been put on paper. But there is now much niore between the two

" ¢ountrics than the Belprade Pact. The conversations of the last fow

' phase of the Party. The Podestd is a fool who v ill have to be liquidated

" days have even laid the foundations of a possible alliance, An alliance

oHh L
el

A 1

' actually have proofs against the culprit, who is, however, not an
1 of the administration. 1 shall find out the name from Bocchini.
i
* ments in favour of leaving Geneva are universally knowi.
N y A Neey ;

sot be a more lavourable moment than the present, if only becanse Bf .
Japan's erushing victory, He opened the debate, Starace propoged

7 "A
b A

Soin 1944)

Back to Rome in the evening.
Drcrnser 11. Reported to the Duce on the visit to Milan. He wag

pleased and already sparkling in anticipation of the Grand Coungil
' to-tight, 1 have cominunicated our decision to the German Cihargé:

d’Affaires and our Embassy in Tokyo. But the news wis already

_ which might be aimed in various directions. Possibly northwards even, -
v : A = )
one day. In the afternoon there was a shooting party at the Grespis h.

L|

From what the Chief told me, the police are on the right track and

i

Grand Council. Lasted two minutes, The Duee said that the drgis

1 Rinu Parentl, Fadwale of Milan. L
k Prince Paul, Regent of Yugoslavia, Brother of Alexaider I (murdered ac Marsaibies

44)- : o
» '{‘hr Cireapl brathers wore prondinent Lanibard inclustrialists,

"{.-f#f expected in political and journalistic circles. There has been 8 leakage,
B}

by s

"L i

S
.

t a memben Y

There c(')uw‘ !
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~ Buffarini. Then all the rest. The Duce spokc from the Palazzo Venezia,

I was expecting a stronger speech, On the contrary, it was very mea~ k!

sured and prudent throughout. As always, the Duce is right, ‘.;Es"{:

DroemseR 12. There is something like joy in the world over our

decision of yesterday, Such desperately alarming rumours had b('cl'i\'
spread that many people regard our departure from Geneva as a

snmplo administrative measure.

lalk with Grandi. I tried to cheer him up, as he was rather worried.:
Heg sees no hope of an understanding with London. 1 told him that on
the contrary I am just as optimistic about one as I was before, and that

iy ; : S ChAA]
»pmval by acclamation. I rose first, then Farinacei, Grandi, nnd. A

in any case our situation allows us to contemplate even the possibility

of a clash with perfect serenity. Naturally 1 too prefer an agreement

with London. Though I fully agrec with the Duce that on the historical

plane a conilict between Ttaly and Great Britain is inevitable. A

DrceEMBrr 13. 1 was cheered by the Senate when I entered lhc WA

Chamber! :

\‘s v.

Clonversation with the Polish Ambassador (Minute made) about thn; &

visit of Delbos to Warsaw, 1t was a failure.

leaving Geneva, A stupid, low farce, which will bring one o twa
people up before the Special Tribunal for the Defenge of the States
B hope nobmly connected with the administration will be mdu'cctlyJ
compromised.

Received Raoder.? e iy the best of the Huuuumm ) mlurmc‘tl»hlm R
gl our conversations with Stoyadinovich. He is very pleased about the U i B
split between Yugoslavia and the other two states of the Little Entente; 500

s

“Af Hungary wants a victory she should concentrate her forces against
Czechoslovakia, come to a thorough understanding with Belgrade, and

he expressed agreement.
J

Dicrmper 14, 1 mentioned to the Duee that Balbe had attacked

“the Rome-Berlin Axis at  the Colonnas’. Reliable information-—re.

N
4%
'\!

.“
'\‘i'

: o \f T feceived Balbo and asked him whether it is true that he is npltn‘i(‘d

i
)

r»r' 4

) “‘f"' "".' B i War.
1y

4318

Cported by d'Ajeta,” who was ]'rt‘»( nt. ‘The Chiel way very indignant,
e he said apropos of Balbo: ‘T won't guarantee the future ol tha

man
O therwise nothing new,

Decpmner 15. Clouneil of Ministers lar the approval of the budget,

Wy CHovann Engely, au Ltalian journalist. Ramoe correspondent of the Swisy L'elepresy
) , an 1t )

Beneral Willielim Roder, Hlungarian Minister f

& Marchese Blasco Tanze d’Ajeta, one of Ciano 9 Seciotaries.

&r K

Bocchini put me in the picture of the Engely! plot to prevent ouru {:3‘u

find a modus vivends with Bucharesi. I talked to him on these lines, and X7
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7 10 the policy of the Axis. Reluctantly he confirmed in all essentials that
. “heis. He says that he doesn't trust the Germans. That one day they

4

HEN T T i
. will let us down. [hat they may well turn against us, Altogether he
" said a lot of commonplace things, He does this from a spirit of fronde, '

. :r-jj But he took offence when I told him he is the Prince de Condé, He
C-.", didn’t know who he wa¢. A poor intellect, large ambitions, cornplctely':‘f oy
" - . ‘oﬂ ¥
_ treacherous, capable of anything—that is Balbo. 'We must keep an’ = ¢
$

~eye on him. i . }
I learnt from Delia di Bagno! that Balbio has advised certain people =

i A ) G \
\Gliaet to go to Abyssinia because of the ‘conditions of grave insecurity iy
< (g _ the country’. Wit

0 Otherwise nothing new. Ay

"

i Decemser 16, The Japanese Ambassador expressed his regrets for -
“the death of Sandri.? 1 took note of the fact but made no protest, [ R
" went so far as to say that I consider such incidents normal in the frames & e
work of a full-scale war, If the Americans don’t want bomlbs, thwi};\‘ L

* must get out. He was surprised and touched by this attitude of ours SEEE
" Engely will be arrested to-day. An 5.1M,? document has ahgi*jgg}’-’\

brought to light overturcs made to the English Embassy by Pilotii. 4 ;;»{gf
¥

5
’.‘,Baltianini is implicated too. 1 don't believe it, Hg is an ass, but loynl‘;‘
He may, however, have talked out of naivety, At the root ol many \
4 actions you find stupidity pather than bad faith. R ,f(.,ﬂ‘;‘
[ mean to ask for Guido Schmidt's scalp, He has talked ta the il
English about the intercepts which I brought to the notice of ChancellorSas:
Schuschnigg. This, naturally, transpires from another intercept. M
I tld the Egyptian Minister not 1o insist about the questiot of the
Coptic Church. Their press campaign won’t alter our decisions anes
will only have the effect of wowsening relations between the twol
gountriek, And, particulatly fior them, good relations are desirables |

Duormsik 17. 1 took Viola® to see the Duce. The interview did
not proditce any new results, except the confirmation of the withdrawal’
U of the volunteers on January 15, whether the atile 48 over or not S8

Wiola is Wopeful about the situationhe thinks that Franco will be 0
val 1o (s and that our credits will be repaid, As a conerete proof of ¥ i
pyalty Franco onght, at the endl of the wa, to jain the Tripantite Page, S0
ay good-bye to Gonovd, and make a veally solid pact with i, confirme gt !
¢ the secret one of lagt November. Viola thinks that Franco will'

se to thése reguosts.

',‘;"i-;’ ' 14 Wife of & oHlicinl in the Foreign Minigiry, '

o ) 3 Jn'd;ﬂ Sanilel, an Ialian journaliss killed in & Japanes® e attack on the .5, #5%
i ] )‘)" Wy, A gy |
% Servizio Dyformastort Miditard, the Tualinn Intelligegcs gervice: o N
4 Mawimo Piluked, 130 pat Srcretipry-Cenaral of L -llf"la"‘ of Nations, thga4), 3
¥ Count Guiddo Viola, Tralian Ambassadar Nstridnitine Spain. Al
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~ Van Zecland! came to see me. He is in Rome for the preparation o
~ his economic report. I wouldn’t dislike him if I didn’t remember tha;
~at Geneva he wanted to go as far as total sanctions. He expounded hi
) ;’ ngas for the recovery of international trade. [ replied that our econc- :
“mic policy had followed that of other countries. Beginning with the
wo-called democracies. Now other considerations, and our recent
. experiences, impel us to follow the path of autarky to the end.
| Sanctions mean something in our nationa! life. History may be too
| - Mar off to be master of our lives, but personal experience is bound to
“influenice us,

| iy 1. g

) o ‘Decrmner 18, Birth of Marzio.? .
. 11old the Czech Ministet that our relations with his country depend
e © on those between Prague and Berlin and Prague and Budapest. We

. ourselves have nothing cither for or against the Czechs. We are not
| linterested, except indirectly, But [ want to give them a pieee of advice:
~mot to trust in collective security and not to rely on geographically
| distant friendships. The Minister reminded me of my predictions abou
|44 China and drew a parallel, ~ )
|

A conversation of minnr importance with Berger® and Villani,* in -
preparation for the meeting at Budapest, which is itelf of little impar-
‘,gbfi:’g; fice. The Rome Protocols have been superseded, T suid that T should

. beglad it Schischnigg were there, ‘Uhatis (o say, 1 don't want Schinidt. '.*
. The cconomic agreement with Germany is signed. A tough negotia- #5
3 ~the German burcaucracy is sl puiting spokes in the wheels, -
gsel has thrown up the sponge. Perhaps gu is already aware of
torpedo coming his way, Hewse tells me that the present Ame
agsador in Tokyo will corie heve. T don't l‘(hqwﬂllﬂm‘;;f A ey ':\"T \
U DrcumrEk 19, People have irled o find a political and prﬁpheth"ﬁ" s
significance in the choice of the uame Marsio, as suggesting war. But 0
they really think the two sides will wait for 4 solution for a8 many

*"k( . 1t 1
. ';:;:. Chears as it will take for Marzio to arrive at military age? 1 sometimes
N er whether it ian't up td s to foree the pace and put a match to

e barrel ourselves. 1 have bad telegrams of geod wishes from Hitler, |
Bring, Hess, Stoyadinovich, Guebbels, Daranyi,® Kotta® (Albauia), =

§ othts of less importance! And, in the Roynl Famuly, from the [
b of Piedmont (most friendly), the Queon, the princostes, and the, &

- ¢ of Aosta.

Bl ail F ot wymer Belgian Privie Minisior ) Ha had Ien {nvited by the
‘ ‘2"‘5";:,{;‘0!': 'Lr:;‘!:.):.,"',:“ ji o inquire inta the poribilivy of reducing obsiaclex
: nsimml trade :

Ciaoa's second son. { ,

Egan Brmrr-‘\«\/nt’;;cm‘m. Austriwn Ministet it g 3
4 Breduriek Villind, Hungurion Minster it ‘:‘,"""r' "

S Kolaman Dacanyl, Hungarlan Prime Mibister, 1936-8.

i aratantin Koty Albanian Peime Minliter,
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e After Vienna, Filippo? is to go to Spain to carry out an inquiry into

" the activities of our oflicers, who are said to be speculating in currency

and collecting valuable objects. The Utalians have acquired the military

i gpirit, but how much longer is it going to take to give them a sense of

national dignity?

Mussolini was furious about the failure of the Italian Exhibition in

Berlin. He said that ke hadn’t wanted it. Tt had taken place neverthe-

less and it had been a failure, ‘This is the epitaph 1 want on my tomb,’

he said, ‘Here lies one of the most intelligent animals who ever

. ' appeared on the face of the carth.’ 'The Duce is proud of his instinct,
"~ which he considers, as it has indecd shown itself to be, infallilile.

DEceuER 20, The news from Spain is not good. The Guadalajara
offensive is put off indefinitely because of the spiritual vacillations of
Franco’s commanders and the preventive offensive of the Reds at
* Teruel. Our generals are restless, quite rightly. Franco has no idea

" of synthesis in war. His operations are those of a magnificent battalion
' commander. His objective is always ground, never the encmy. And.
“0 he doesn’t realize that it is by the destruction of the enemy that yon
s wina war, Alter that it is a4 simple enough matter to occupy terr Hory.
Berti wants (6 comie here for consultations, He will propose the withs
o drawal of a large proportion of the volunteers. After sixteen monthsg
" many of them are tired. We must bear in mind that only an éite can !
LU anderstand and feel the aims of an ideological war, fought far from

" home, without direct or immediate profits,
e Saw von Hassel in the evening. A conversation to pick up the
A threads after his visit to Berlin, At the end he saic that his Government
i preparing to withdraw him because “the Ttalians are tired of hind',
He had made a similar announcement yesterday to the Duce, who
. veplied that he knew nothing about it. I did the same. Still it was
a difficult situation, and the scene was a flop.

Marconi’s daughter® came to me to ask for help for hersell and hor
brother, ‘They are reduced to living in a shan, Without money asiel
without work. He must have becn a great genius, but 1 only knew him

whien he had gone to pieces,

Dicrmsrr a1, The Duce has sent fur Berti for f‘ﬂllﬂ_l'“u‘_“"l& I told
him about an article in detion Frangaise; in which it s “*"l.d that the
totalitarian states may not wait until 1041 to attack, Missolini replighly
‘A @ matter of fact 1 am preparing a very preat rprise for fhe
[taliang. As goon as Spain is finished, [ shall issue an announcenient

0 which will Become historie,” [ remendier his wantiog to make &
(i ! Filippo Anluso, 1 RO
) ¥ Degnan Mardanl, daughtar by his st marviaps of Cgliclhmo: Marcond, the *)

S inpventor, who divd fa July g7, |

v V:.\ 4
S ,
‘ ."%.J i i
A |

A | b
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surprise attack on the Home Fleet! at Alexandria and Malta in August =
1935. He said to me then: ‘In one night the course of history can be
changed.” However, he didn’t do it, because we had no precise '
information about the efficiency of the English flect and because our”
Navy put on the brakes. \“. ARG
But ever since he has been meditating and maturing a plan of thal“ W
kind.
A double conversation, at the Palazzo Venezia and the Palazzo
Chigi, with Nakano, head of the Japanese Black Dragon, He was the
bearer of a message from Prince Konoe® to the Duce. Various points
were discussed in the conversation with the Duce, but interest centred
on one question—relations with England. Nakano is an extremist. He
says that there can never be friendship between the Japanese people
and Great Britain. In her struggle in China, Japan sees as her greatest
obstacle the Jewish-British plutocracy, which wants to arrest the march
of the young peoples. Mussolini hinted at the possibility of closer
agreements. I had myself mentioned the subject to the Military
Attaché two days ago. I think we shall be able to arrive at a
pact of consultation, which I regard as very valuable for our mutaal =
interests. !
Received the Foreign Press Dicectorate. They want to improve the S8
~ information service. . i

DECEMHER 21, 1037

Dreemper 20, Took Mizzi? to see the Duce, A very pessimistic
_ picture of the situation in Malta, The British policy of denationalizas
tion is being intensified- ~time is againgt uy. Lavge-scale British militavy
preparations. Mizzi is convinced that Great Britain is prepuring to
“have her revenge in a second round as soon as possible, (VAN
Lady Chamberlain? sang a very diflerent tune to wme at lunch,
Understanding, agreement, friendship. I replied that for our part we o
are ready-the most complete agreement, without a shadow, and
| imeant to last, Otherwise, better wait for favourable conditions 1o
vipen Meanwhile Eden's speeches of yesterday and the day betore
have not been very encouraging from the point of view of reopening
h'nc;:mi.ui«m';. Though T didn’t say so, it is my npinim:_tha_t wo had
better sharpen our swords. Tady Chamberlain wears the Fascist badge. Jore
I am too much of a patriot w appreciate such a gesture from an 00

¥ Bnglishwoman at the present moment,

) Home Fleet, in Englisth i the ariginal, In fact no unity of the Home Fleet wape
g 'm(,"“ at this time, whed it was already clear that an Talian invision

'y e Medi A R
D th vk he Meditervanenn Fleet mioved from Malta (0 Alexandia )

C ol Abyssinis way imminent,

08 Utowards the end of August. e {
f Prinee Fumbmaro Konoe, Japanese FPrime Minister.

S fvrico Mize: leader of tie Ttalian Nationilist party in Malta

A Lady (Tvy) f'),uml.., Jatn, widow of Bir Austen Chamberlain, hall-brather of

Noville Chamberlain and formor Foreign Seeretary.
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“Drcruner 29. 1 got tough with the Greek Minister. We have had

e copy of the conversation between Eden and the King of Greece,
) = Adter his visit to Rome he went to London and incited the English tq.'| .
' ’{,\ I,;;\'.;attack s, Hq spoke ill of me and called me, ironically, the super- |
,"({%’%, . Metternich, The Greeks of the Dodecanese will pay for this. "

' With the King for the signing of papers. He talked mostly about the
A " wvarious sovereigns who have visited him during his long reign, describ-

¢
.
',

- ing in lively words several Oriental potentates who distinguished them-
+ sclves by their ludicrous behaviour, The King is a very interesting and
agreeable conversationalist, Occasionally he makes the mistake of
going into too much detail—this lowers and deadens the tone of the
_¢onversation, e
. The Duce is anxious about Spain. Without over-est mating the Red
~ action against Terucl, he believes, rightly enough, that it will have the ©
' eftect of raising Ret morale. He said that the Spaniards, thanks to their
- Atab descent, don’t understand war on a large scale-—they have ng'
1 .idcn of synthesis and make war as individuals, in patrols or at most
- in tribes, e
.~ Long conversation with three leaders of the Falange. They don'.‘(';[f Lal
- think the Tecuel situation is very important, They believe that in a s &
" fow mionthy (he revolution may emerge into complete victory. They BVl
*are monarchists, Anti-British. They talk of recovering Gibraltar ““dr'-,""t"’f"
* kay that from the time of Philip the Second onwards all Spain’s miseri Ak
fj‘lm\'c had an English trademark. T did not fail to encourage them tﬁ&lpf
* this wise path and warned them of the dangerous Anglomania of 4 few

“old stagers of diplomacy, They know whom T mean and they ar#{:: kg
. keeping an eye on them, Number one is Sangroniz., t.%\ s
s, A Rb

. Droemper 24, The anti-Italian offensive is in full swing again | Y
* London,  Crolla’s' eonversation with Eden has also been withoutagt
gignificance or vesults, ‘The Duce is calm. He showed ine this morning |

S

-

‘the new programuie for rearmament in the air--in June we shall

Lk building 300 aiveralt a month and we shall have a fleet of §,000. '_ "ft'
0 moust tighten our belt and arny. Fverything suggests that the stivg, qu a1

S s inevitable, In that cuse we must not lose our greatest advantage—i, “'.i
fg Imidative, N o e t/
I have niade Pignatti® raise with Pacelli® the subject of Cardimals

L Verdier's® pro-Communist attitude. The Chureh is too equivocal i

A | M 3 &
i cortain of its contacts with the left, T am aware of the difficultily
@ eronted by the elash with Germany, but the Vatican goes 100 far afic

Ljeapardizes ity relations with us, Mussolind says he is ready to briak

14

VOdo Crolla, Coupsellor at 1he Talian Eaibusy in 1ondon k1)
# Cidun Bonifuato Plenniii Morano o Custors, Talian Ambissador to the Holy $668
|8 Curdina) Bugenio Phcelld, Yatican Sacrerary of Stnie. The present Pape Py, Xkd
- Cardingl Jenn Verdier, Avdlibisap of Paci,
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ew bludgeons on the backsides of the priests. He also says that for
us that is not difficult, as the Italian people are not religious. They
are merely superstitious.

Anfuso is back from Vienna and has reported on his conversation
with Schuschnigg, Schuschnigg tried to shield Schmidt, saying that he
knew of Schmidt’s letter to Vansittart,* which did not, however, betray
our secret service. He again afirms that Schmidt is our friend and is
trying to save Schmidt’s head. He will talk to me about it at Budapest.
It seems that ever since our denunciation Schmidt has become neuras<
thenic. He can’t understand how we have so many English documents.

DecemsERr 25. Not a peaceful Christmas. At the Duce’s orders
T sent for the Japanese Ambassador and addressed him as follows:
‘Moderate your behaviour with Washington, be rougher towards
London. For two reasons. First, to separate London from America,
Secondly, because, in the event of a conflict with the United States, we
could do nothing concrete for you, while in case of war with Great
Britain we pledge ourselves to give you the greatest possible positive
assistance.” The Ambassador, a career diplomat and therefore prudent,
reserved, and God-fearing, was left a little distirbed by this announce-
ment. He was already at lunch when T sent for him, and arrived
smelling of tangerine. [ fear 1 must have disturbed his digestion.

1 have prepared a telegram for Auriti,® to keep him informed, but
I haven't dared send it yer, You never know with cipher, We are
~reading everything the English send---are we (o believe that other

* people are less good at the game than we are? Anyhow, even if they
are, one should always be on one's guard, Suetonius says you should
regard your opponent as an elephant, even if you know very well he

is only a flea,

Droemern 26, T was right not to send the telegramn, Tokyo, or
gather the Gaimu-sho,® has let us down, So has Berlin, Contrary to
everything we had heen given to understand, Hirotat has entrusted
the Clermanis with n message for Chiang Kai-shek, containing terms of
cace. We are only informed two days later and the explanation given
is that our bad relations with China make us unsuitable o act as
peacemalkers. But it is just hecause of our loyalty to the Japanese that
our relations with China are bad! I sent for Hagsel and Hotta a;\d told
_ them that we intend to participate in the next phase of the negotintions,
Mussel said that it was the intention of his Government that we should,
But at bottom he was plcuscd at the contretemps-—every time there ig

1586 Rabert Vansittart (now Lord Vamsittart), Permanent Under-5ecrelary at the
Foreign Office.

1 Giaclatw Auiti, Tta

* Caimu-sho, the Japanese

f Koki Mirotd, Japanese Forel

§

Lian Asnbassador in Tokye
Foreign Office.
gn Minister,

Ay
W
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“friction between us and Berlin, he is delighted. Hotta, who has been

a witness of sur undeviating and uncompromising pro-Japanese policy,
was humiliated by what has happened. He even talked of resigning.
He will telegraph to his Government it strong terms. But in Tokyo
too the Foreign Ministry is not up to the level of the times. Japan 1s
making heroic history, and her diplomats are carrying on petty
chancery intrigues. 1 can imagine the Butis, Vitettis,! Cerrutis, etc.,
of Japan trembling as ours were here at the time of the Abyssinian
enterprise, and as they still are every time Mussolini's heroic
impetus overthrows one of the traditional positions of professional
diplomacy,

1 have had the shiploads of arms being sent by Guarneri to China
confiscated. I am against this sending arms—you can’t sit on both
sides of the fence, aud the damage done by certain things getting known
is much more serious than the profit of gaining a few millions.

Decemsrr 27. 1 have stopped the ships containing war material
sold to China by Guarneri against my advice. You can't sit on both
sides of the fence. The Japanese have got to know of it.

Berti has arrived. He gave me a not very clear account of the
situation, from which, however, one thing emerges —he is anxious to
liquidate the Corps of Volunteer Troops. 1say nothing of other reasons,
but there is one which is certainly impressive—-we can’t gamble Ttaly's :
prestige on twenty battalions of infantry. He muakes the usual pointy
against the Spaniards—Ilack of unity in command, inadequate cos
ordination, no bite, and no anxiety to finish the campaign.

"To-morrow we go to the Duce together. The Duce will hear what
1 have to say and make a decision. I wonder, however, whether after
all the efforts we have made and the sacrifices we have endured we ™
ought to withdraw just when the little check at Teruel has made
Franco's star less hright than it was two months ago. Shan’t we take
upon ourselves the responsibility for a failure of the Whites? And
put new heart into the Reds and those who are supplying and support-
ing them? And perhaps give the Spaniards themselves a chance of
liquidating too cheaply the debt of gratitude w hich they fecl, and
should feel, towards us? The Duce will answer these questions Lo«
morrow. The problem rerits the most careful consideration. Every
decision has ity unfavourable aspect, This Spanish business is long and

burdensome,

Preempen 28, | have thought a lot about yesterdany’s conversatign

with Bert, [ get the impression that he is out of hiﬂ'd"[)lh. He doesn’t
believe in the Spanish enterprise, and lack of faith 18 t}}r fp‘:‘,[ lactor in
fuilure. I talked to Pariani, who shares my point of view,” He too

I Leonsido Vitewi, Director-Cleneral of General Affuirs at the Foreign Mininuy,
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inks we can’t withdraw now. He believes we should replace Berti by
Frusci.! T reported my conversations to the Duce and expounded my
opinion in favour of staying in Spain. To the arguments I noted
yesterday T added that our voluntary withdrawal would cncourage
and confirm those who say that Italy is exhausted and can't stand any.
further military efforts. That would be most seriois—as regards both
friends and enemies.

In the four-sided conversation (Duce-Ciano-Pariani-Berti) we heard
once again Berti’s arguments for withdrawing our troops. The Duce
opposed him. He agreed with me on all points. So we are to stay in
Spain. Only the Duce will write a letter to Franco to impress upon
him that time is a factor of the first importance for us and that we cannot
continue to be tied up in a war which drags on for ever, He must
work for a speedy conclusion—a military conclusion, without relying
teo much on an internal collapse of Red Spain. There will be another
meeting of the four of us at the Palazzo Venezia to-morrow morning.

Received von Hassel. T announced to him the confiscation of an antj.
German publication and at the same time asked for measures to be taken

about a recently published book which is disrespectful towards our army,

As head of the Military Mission to Bolivia they have appointed a
colonel five foot high and as round as a balll It makes me angry,
Why do soldiers fail to understand certain things?

DECEMBER 2q, Yesterday afternoon the Duce again surnmoned me,
Pariani, and Berti to the Palazzo Venezia and gave Berti his written
instructions for Spain, The chiel points are: our troops will stay in
Spain until victory, they are not to be frittered away hut used for
decisive action; unity of command is essential, ' I have informed the
Germans of all this and asked them to make a common approach to
Franco with us. At the Duce’s orders I sent for Berti to the Palazzo
Chigi and asked him bluntly in the presence of Pariani whéther he
wanted to cominand the Volunteer Corps and lead it into battle. After
a lot of chatter he finally, said he did. But afterwards he asked to gee
me again and said that in a fortnight he will send a report on the basis
of which we can decide. He does not really helieve in the cause.—
personally 1 think he «311.glx‘t to be rcplz'u"cfl.

The goyermment Crisis u'xll(nu‘manm 15 good, Another country |g
moving in our direction. Uhe French system of alliances has been

blown to bits. That happened on the day I signed the Belgrade Pact, ,

I have drafted a pro-Roumanian Informazione Diplomatica, and tele-
graphed Sola® instructions fov a progressive rapprochement. All this
good as regards the Hungarians too, who have occasional pro-British
backslidings,

{ Gesteral Luigi Feosci, an Italian commander in Spain.
* Ugo Sola, Talian Minister in Bucharest,
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Conversation with Giovanni Preziosi.! He wanted my support in
organizing an anti-Semitic campaign, but I refused. I have no love
for the Jews, but I sce no case for action of this kind in Italy. At least
not for the present.

DrcemsER 40. Berti had been anxious to give orders for our troops
to go into reserve. The Spanish Command is, quite rightly, against
this. I have telegraphed to Frusci to do nothing until Berti arrives,
which will be to-morrow evening. The Nationalist offensive on 'L'eruel

" has begun and may lead up to the great battle. Is it really necessary
- to pull out at this moment?

Micesco, the new Roumanian Foreign Minister, has sent me a very
{riendly telegram. A clear sign of his intentions.

Conversation with Count Bethlen,? who is passing through Rome,
Energetic, Incisive, a man used to command, We surveyed the
European scene, pausing over the Danube and the Balkans. He was
anxious to know the true state of our relations with London. He thinks
peace between Italy and England would facilitate the solution of the
problems of Central Europe. 1 told him calmly and coldly what cur

" jntentions are: peace, if possible; war, if necessary, The Hungariany
 receive every sort of kindness at our hands—-rather with the air of
S condescension of a decayed aristocrat—but they don’t fully realize yet
~ how powerful we are and they have sentimental leanings towards
% London, produced by two powerful influenices: Jewishness and snob-
" bery. I told Bethien that the democracies will give Hungary n¢ thing

beyond fine words.

Dicemier g1. The offensive in Spain is going well. I telephoned

" Pariani to ask whether he doesn’t think it worth while stimulating Berti

~ to move up our divisions to the front as well, in order to exploit the

1 success. Our aircraft in the Balearic Islands have been reinforced and

 have orders to hurl tons of high explosive on the area behind Teruel v
£ and on the coastal cities, to lower the maorale of the Reds.

The Duce in & good mood. He asked Valle,® in my presence, the

i strength of the Air Force. During the year 3,000 machines according
’Tj 10 programmie, plus 750 extra, He said to me that at this rate, if the *
'5"’;? English don’t come to terins, ihe Jay of that famous announcement of + =
L his may not be far off,

.% 4 1 made a protest to the Norwegian Minister about the tolegram seng
_&vby his Kifg to the Negus. I sald that such a gesture is l_"’““d seriounly
¥ el compromise relations hetwien ouy two countries. He¢ knew
; Gigvanni Prezio, editor of the anti-Semiitic review La Vita ltaliana. A renegade o
3 ::‘T;.|:|Il Tstvan Bethilen, forsoer Hlungarian Prime Mindseer, i
» Genernl Ginseppe Valle, Undar-Beerctary for Ak (the Minikter was Mumolin) = 0

I8 “ snd: Chilef of Atr Siafl,
! ‘Il \ L
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:"“ﬁ"e"‘%ling about it and showed no interest. All he did was to spit
copiously. T was not tempted to prolong the conversation. He is an
old man of seventy, who preserves traces of a quite remarkable stupidity,

A long conversation with Bigliardi.! He talked about the state of
mind of the Navy—very calm aud full of confidence in the Govern-
ment’s policy. No anxiety at the thought of a clash with the English,
On the contrary, . . . The new naval construction programme has been
welcomed with joy in cur wardrooms. It has got ahout that T am a

supporter of this new programme, and this has increased my popu- &

larity, which is, according to Bigliardi, very widespread in the Nay Y.

! Candido Bigliardi, a senior naval officer,
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THE ANSCHLUSS
AND THE ANGLO-ITALIAN AGREEMENT

Capture of Teruel—Arms for China—Air raids in Spain-—-Friction
\yith the Vatican-—Von Hassel in disfavour—Ciano confers with the
Rame Protocols states in Budapest (January 9-13) - Teruel retaken
by the Reds — Subhas Chandra Bose ~Radio Bari—The parade step

Mussolini spurs on Franco --Nationalist offeusive inSpain--Grandi
talks to Eden-—Schuschnigg at Berchtesgaden (February 12)-—
Butenko- -Mussolini on the Berchtesgaden Agreement—Italy and
Yugoeslavia —Grandi sees Chamberlain- Eden resigns (February 20)
~Teruel retaken by the Nationalists ~Schuschnigg’s speech--Death
of D'Annunzio—Beck in Rome - Preliminary conversation with
Perth—-Advance in Spain—-The Germans oceupy Auvstrin (March
12)-~The Duce addicsses the Chamber-—Negotiations with Perih
begin—~Thoughts on Albania—The question of Italian troops in
Libya-German propaganda in South Tyrol—The League and the
recognition of the Italian Empire—Agreement with England -~
Mussolini receives Perth-The Pact signed (April 16)~The French
propose negotiations-- More trouble in South Tyrol- Capture of
Tortasa—IHore-Belisha in Rome--Ciano in Tirana for the marringe
of King Zog (April 25-4)-~Report on Albania.

JANUARY 1

negotiations with us. We shall see. . . .

In the alterncon I talked to von Hassel, who informed me of various
new points in the message ‘which Trautmunn! is to convey to the
Chinese Government on behalfl of Japan, Tt is really only a guestion of
clarification. I took the opportunity of telling von Hassel that Traut-
bann is not behaving well tewards our officials in China. He makes
| A point of remaining aloof from them. ‘I'lvi«'lcml-y he hasn't entered into
¢ he spirit of the Axis. | am not surprised-~he is a career diplomat, of
moderste abilitics and sombre character, 1 remember what an antis
S0 Nazi he was in 1992, and how upset he was in 1939 when Hider got
into power. o
0 Just alter midnight (o-night I was mlorn‘wd by telephone at h_mnF of
Sthe capture of Teruel. The year couldn't have a better beginning, |

LDy Oukal Travtmans, Gevman Arabassaddor 1o China,

51

lonversation with Lady Chamberlain in the morning.
She showed me a letter from her brothersin-law, Nothiag new, simply
the old complaints about the anti-British propaganda ol Radio Bari
and the Italian press and a reaflirmation of general goodwill for

it
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CIANO’S DIARY I

"Prusci’s telegrams speak of a disorderly flight of the Reds. Tt is my
impression that, if we go all out, we can win a big success and possibly
teach the sea. That would mean the end of the war. But will the
necessary drive be forthcoming?

Valle bombed Barcelona yesterday, having taken off from Monte
Jelio.! The flight lasted six hours. Why didn’t he tell me? He has

promised he will next time.

January 2. I had a conversation with Host Venturi? yesterday, to
decide the fate of the Ischia, which has on board a cargo of armoured
cars for the Chinese and is bound for Hong Kong. As for technical
reasons the ship can’t be diverted, we had already informed the
Japanese of her position and speed, so that they could intercept her,
But they didn’t want to do this for fear of international incidents. They
have lelt us free to deliver the cargo. But the Duce, who ‘intends to
make of the Japanese military allies against Great Britain’, got me to
investigate the best means of preventing the ship unloading. - We
decided to force her ashore on the island of Hainan. Venturi says thig
is a simple matter and the Duce has approved. The appropriate orders
have been given.

Berti’s first telegrams damp any enthusiasm for the victory of ‘Teruel
~—he still foresees a strong capacity for local registance on the part of
the Reds. 1 believe he has the evil eye.

The Duce and 1 examined the agenda lor the forthcoming meeting
in Budapest. We shall have to demand of the Austrians and the
Hungarians a greater political solidarity with us, “They are, bath
countries, only too ready to beg, but also to make themselves scarce
whenever they have to assume any responsibility on our behalf,
Mussolini is anpoyed, He said this morning that when the Spanish
question is liquidated he will invite Goring to nazify Austria. I don’t
love the Austriang, but it seems to me we ought to go gently.

The running aground of the Ischia has been called off. as a result of
conversations with Ingianni? and the shipbuilder Lauro,* who are
more expert than Hoest Venturi and drew my attention to all
the complications which might arise. [ will talk to the Duce
again,

Janvary 3. Conversation with Perth, of which [ made a Minute,
A conversation, it seems to me, of distinct importance-~-it indicates thay
. Great Britain dowt not want to close the door to negotiations. Afieg

WY Crolla’s Jast telegram and Eden’s speeches one might have imagined

1 One of the seven hills of Rone,

L Giovenm Hlost Veotord, Under-Secrel
Clommunications, 1054,

8 Giulio Inginmmi, Divector-Geaneral of the Myréantile

¢ Achille Lauro, *lllil':'v“il(lr'l'.

ary for the Mercantile Marine, Mivister of

Murine.
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at she did. If it were possible to arrive at a complete and durable
agreement, then we ought to proceed. Otherwise not.

Received the Japanese Ambassador and Naval Attaché about the
question of the Ischia. They can seize her——we shall not protest. But
to sink her or run her aground would produce a disputc and perhaps
an international scandal which might reflectupon our merchant marine,
I didn’t feel like advising the Duce to do it. If the Japanesc don’t seize
her, she will reach Hong Kong. Fifty armoured cars are not going to
change the course of the war in the Far East!

I have given Mazzolini! his instructions on his departure for Egypt.
Besides the normal political and diplomatic activity, he i¢ to study all
possible ways of using the Italian communities in the event of war
with England. A few determined action groups could, with the advan-
tage of surprise, get the cities into a state of turmoil, create chaos in
the Canal Zone, and perhaps eflect military sabotage. He is neither
to write nor to telephone, but to come to Ttaly on the pretext of leave
for family reasons.

Valle came to see me about the communiqué announcing his ‘raid’®
on Baircelona. The Espatia Agency reports sixty dead. Berti telegraphy
that the Teruel offensive is finished,

I have mentioned to Jucomoni® the name of one of the Durini* girly
as a wife for King Zog. He is determined to get married and he wants
an Italian, But after hiz two unsuccessful attempts he is rather dis-

credited here.

Janvarv 4. The Nuncio® spoke to me about his conyersation with
Butlarini. He was very alarmed, aud his alarm has been passed on to
the Holy See. Buffarini apparently said that the situation as regards
Catholic Action® is becoming worse than it was in 191, T was not in
a position to conficm or deny this. But I painted for the Nuncio's
benefit a picture of the Vatican’s recent international activity. I am
aware of the difliculties created by Germany, but they ought not to
o their flirtations with Popular Fronts and sometinies even with
the C "That sort of thing may make the Duce niore sensitive
on the score of the Catholic organizations, And the Holy See should
remember that the Axis is fighting against Communism, in Spain and
that Spain has recently witnessed the massacre of members of the
religious orders at the hands of the Reds,

Muazzolini, recently appointed Tealian Minisier in Egypt

overd
Tommunists.

! Count Seraflino e

* In Loglish in the orginal ) LY,

3 Vranie ‘},“_,. [acomoni, Talian Miniater in Tirana, Lieutenant-General of Albania
after the Ttalian oecupation 10 1939

A An arstacratic Tralian 1.umly.. R g

! Monsignor Franceseo Borgongini-nca, Nuneio to the Quirinal, 3

' A non-politieal lay organization eoncerned chiclly with edueation and soeial

welfare,
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1 have sent to Vienna and Budapest the draft of an announcement
pledging the two Danubian countries to a closer adherence to the Axis
and to an anti-Comintern and anti-League policy. It is the right
moment. The Hungarians are too much afraid of a rapprochement
between us and Roumania to refuse. ‘The Duce has, however, cou-
firmed to me that he does not intend to make an agreement with the
Roumanians unless the green light shows in Budapest.

O’Kelly,! the Irish Vice-President. A polite and friendly little man.,
He says his country’s next step will be to proclaim a Republic of
Ireland. Very anti-British. 1 said that our two countries will grow
closer and closer to each other, both for positive and for negative
reasons.

I suggested to the Duce, who agreed, sending Paulucct de Calboli®
to Japan as head of the Party mission. He will be pleased. He has

. always been an anti-League man and an Anglophobe—he will get on

. well with the Japs.

©  January 5. The Duce told me about three conversations which he

had at the theatre last night, "Uhe furst, of which I have made a Minute,
 was with Count Bethlen, who emphasized Magyar anxicties with
" respect to Germany, To a Litle Entente pivoting on Berlin the
v Hungarians still prefer one with its centre of gravity in Paris. Mussolini
" assured him that we shall not come 1o an understanding with Roumania
. without first getting the approval of Hungary. Bethlen was very
relieved.

Next he talked to von Hassel, who complained about his fate and
softened the Duce’s heart—he has told me to intervene again in Berlin,
this tine in order to save Hassel, It is ot a part which I enjoy playing.
Hassel is an enemy, and I much preferred it when the Duce told me ta
ask for his scalp. However, 1 shall talk to Hassel to-morrow and then

! ':»‘c *  we shall see.
y ,‘«,”T i Lastly there was Perth—a brief sununing-up of the position of the

L pwo countries and a confirmation of my conversation with him on
i, '1" January 3. Perth, who is an optimist, said to the Duce that we shall
' gec agreement before the year is out—possibly, he says, within the next
ufhlf“.,'h three months. When the sky turns pink, , .. But there isn’t enough

J ,':.“,“'*v-.';pink in the sky yet to Yvurmnt suiuh confidence in the fature,
U 1 saw Blondel on hig return from leave, IHe says that government

Al 4 \ g . e
: '?Qq poles are well disposed, but that distrust of Ialy fas increased among
Gy Stk J«! publie, ,

ki Conversation with the Nuncio, [ reassured him—uothing will he

'l

§ Sean 2, OMKallys VieePriaident of Fianna. IFgil and of the Executive Couneil
S bf Eire,
L Y Marchese Gicorae Paulugel di Calboli Barot,
v League of Natons,

|

« foenoy Under-Socriotary of the

L.
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done against Catholic Action. I confirmed, however, all that I had

;a‘id yesterday about the danger of the Vatican’s slidings towards the
clt,

-JAN UARry 6. Conversation with von Hassel. 1 spoke frankly, I told
him what reasons we have to be dissatisfied with him—remarks he has
made against Ttaly, and his attitude during the negotiation and the
signature of the Tripartite Pact. He denied the first charge. As for the
second, he said he was carrying out the instructions sent him, He says
he has always been pro-Italian, even when everyhody in Germany,
including the Party, was against us. He added that he has always set
himself to wipe out the memory of 1915 from the mind of the German
people. He didn’t ask for mercy or pity—-if we intervene in Berlin, it
must be on our own initiative and becatSe we want to,

It seems to me best to leave him to his fate. He was an enemy in the
past; he is now more than ever one, If we saved him, he would be an
enemy made more bitter by gratitude. Besides, we can’t disavow Hess
and Hesse, who acted upon our suggestion. Hassel goes and Hess stays.
‘Therefore I am more concerned about Hess.

Talking of Garibaldi, the Duce said: ‘It was his good fortune to be
uneducated. If hie had been educated, he would have read Clausewitz
and lost his battles.” Tle was in a very good temper and in the mood
for paradox.

He has ordered me to liquidate Parini because of the extravagance
in the administration of D.1, 1.1

- January 7. A long conversation with the King, He wanted (o
talk to e about the work to be done at the Palace for the occasion of
Hitler's visit. He hinted at a retuen visit to Germany. A thorny ques-
tion. ‘The Duce doesn't care for the idea, as the visit wonld duplicate
his. “This is an occasion,” he has said to me, apropos of the visit, ‘on
‘which the Monarchy shows itself to be a useless superstructure.” “The
Germans,” he added, ‘love me partly from Pacty sohidarity, They don’t
love the King, because they pemember that it was he who signed the
declaration of war in 1915." 1 avoided making a reply to the King —
bt the visit will have to be made. For reasons of etiguette, and for the
sake of the King's prestige. 1t may, however, be deferred. The King
" gold me not to trust the Germans—in the past Berlin has always Leen
the most treacherous of chancerios, Austria used to be correct. He
praised the personal honesty of the l,nlmxals»m'm the long years of h.is
Yeign there were only two €XCeptions, a certamn Maury® and Nuuzm
Nusl.® e oriticized the building of large ships. He doesn't believe in
\ Difacione dagl" ftatin Estere, the department of the Forelgn Mivistry conoerned
with the conurol of Ttalians abroad.
! Kugenio Maury, Under Secretary :
* Nunzio Nagi, Minister for Fducation, 19004,

for Posts aud Tele ‘—,_'n""»lm in lﬂ(hy).
Convicted of peeuldtion in 1god,
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em—-they are too vulnerable to sudden air and submarine
attacks.

The Duce told me to wash my hands of von Hassel. Good. He
listened to a report from Anfuso on the situation in Spain. Nothing
new-—great sloymess of movement on the part of the Whites. It seemns
that Teruel has not been completely occupied, because, when the
Generals reached the Archbishop’s Palace, they wasted two hours
dining with him.

Conversation with Miroinescu, a pro-Italian Roumanian Senator.
He said that the Goga! Government is a government of transition and
compromise as regards Codreanu®—a sort of von Papen Government,
He thinks a modus vivendi with Hungary possible.

Conversation with Perth. In consequence of rumours which are
circulating about the cession of Jubaland® to Germany, lie reminded
me of the 1924 Treaty, which gives Great Britain an option. T described
the rumours as ridiculous and absurd. He personally thought so too.

Janvary 8, We discussed with the Duce the Austro-Hungarian
counter-proposals for the Budapest meeting. As I foresaw, they are
trying to evade all responsibility vis-d-vis the so-called ‘democracies’,
On the other hand, they are tying to slip in a few words likely to
disturb Germany and prevent the rapprochement with Roumania. The
Rome Protocols are shown to be more and more impotent— agreements
with a purely economic content necessarily lack profound vitality. The
economic background changes too quickly—sometimes from one year
to another. In Central Europe a good or bad harvest, for instance, is
enough to make the difference. However, we shall see what happens
at Budapest.

The Duce is anxious about the Empire—Gojjamn is in revolt. ‘The
rebels number 15,000, Our garvisbns are besieged. Lt will take two
months and strong forces to suppress the movement. According to the
Duce it is Pirzio Biroli4 who is to blame, and also the lack of racial
preparedness of the Italians, “The behaviour of rany Ltalians has madd
the natives lose their regpect for the white man,

A long conversation with Starace and Bufl
successor for Colonna® as Governor of Rome, It seems
to fall back bn G. G. Borghese.® Tt is a hitter pill to swallow~-his
anti-Faseism 18 too recent, I mentioned the namé ol Costanting

Patuizi, A hit better. , . .

i Ooravinn Cioga, Roimanian Primie Minister, Decerber 1937 10 February 1ga8,

% Zelen Codreann, leader of the totalitarinn Yron Cruard.

¢ Jubnland, farmorly part of (he colony of Kenya, was oo
Ttaly in N_ol? and ine ﬂl'PUI‘ﬂ(('I‘ in ltallan Somaliland in 1945 5

4 Alessnndzo Pivzio Bieoli, Govamar of the Alrynsinmn province of Amhara,

¢ Prince Plero Colonna, Governor of Rome. He died 4 few monthy later.

¢ Prinee Gian Cacome Borghese, Prince Cilopni's sucovssor.

wrini about finding a
we shall haye

ded by Great Britain w
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JANUARY g. En route for Budapest, Conversation with Villani, frorm
which T derive the conviction that I shall find the atmospliere rather
c‘luudcd as far as we are concerned. We shall try to clear it up. Enthu-
slastic greetings at the station, in spite of the snowstorm,

JANUARY 10, The Conference began for me with two conversations,
one with Schuschnigg and one with Schmidt. The principal object of
the Austrians was to settle the question of the British documents relating
to Schmidt’s conversation with Vansittart, At first [ was inflexible~-
though it immediately became clear that the Chancellor was not
prepared to sacrifice his Secretary of State to us. There was nothing
for it but to relent, but I could-—and did-—still drive a hard bargain
before granting our pardon. In this way I had Schmidt on my side for
the political negotiations. He began by revealing to me that Kanya
was prepared to recognize Franco, but that he would only do so under
pressure from me. The hardest thing for the Hungariang to swallow
was the announcement about Geneva, On this point the Austrians
were miore prepared to yield. On the other hand, they wanted a

declaration about the independence of Austria, which out of considera-

tion for Germany 1 felt we could not make. 'The Hungarians asked
for a declaration about minorities. This request was aimed mostly
against Roumania, but, if I had agreed to it, it would have aunoyed
the Yugoslavs more than anybody.

Januanry 11, That is what | wanted to avoid. Besides, this talk of
minorities, without particularization, would have given the Little
Entente a new motive for solidarity just at the moment when it is going
through a most acute erisis. The Clonference thus began in a climate
which was anything but easy. There was friction on many puints. |
made the usual general survey, with particular reference to our rela
tions with Fngland. This was a subject which particularly worried
Kanya. 1 gave a mildly optinustic Havour (o my report--it was
absolutely necessary not to alarm the Conference, It 1 wanted to secure
explicit adherence to oar policy. Kanyu spoke very bitterly about the
Little Entente and about the men at the head of the three states, He
said that Goga is a double deserter and described Stoyadinovich as g
Balkan ruffian. 1 protested and declared that we in Ualy have no

Speason to complain of the policy of Belgrade, Kanya has & mania
ahiout the Little Entente. Especially Roumania. When he wants to
insult or disparage, he says ‘like a_l{uum;u‘nian', or 'as thievish as
Roumanian’. or ‘almaost as much 4 liar ns a Roumanian®, He is alwayy

Using expressions like that,
[n order to arvive at a positive result for the tripartite

JANUARY 19, !
vand, Then they

declaration, | was eventually obliged to use a firm |
gave way. They virtually aceepted all the formulas 1 proposed, with

L.
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rather than weaken the document. The negotiations took place in

Daranyi’s room in the Prime Minister’s mansion, with a large portrait
in oils of the young Franz Joseph in 1848 on the wall. Iow history has
changed in ninety years!

I found in Hungary an atmosphere on the whole favourable to us
among the people and among the young. Those who belong to the
past, and there are many of them—Kanya is perhaps typical—do not
love us. They share the view of a Princess Esterhazy, the wife of an
ex-Prime Minister, who told me quite bluntly at dinner that we
Jtalians were more responsible than anyone clse for the mutilation of
Hungary, and that, while it is easy enough to pull a country to pieces,
it is very difficult to put it together again!

Januakry 13. But the young are not like that. They love Italy
because of her warlike courage and because of her social justice,
Feudal Hungary, the Hungary of the great landowners, caunot wel-
come the advent of a régime which seriously and profoundly improves
the condition of the masses,

Turul, a Nationalist youth organization, wanted to appoint me its
Grand Master as successor 1o Gombéis.l The Government opposed this
on the pretext that it might offend, of all people, Schuschnigg. They
will appoint me when there is another opportunity soon. There was
also an interesting demonstration at the theatre. When 1 rose to leave,
the entive military college, although orders had been given not 1o make
any kind of demonsiration, rose to their feet and gave the Roman
salute. A clear sign of the times. The return journey went well. Many

L

courtesies from the Yugoslays. A warm welcome at Trieste. The

Budapest Conference has had a good reception in Italy. The Duce sent
me a telephone message expressing his satisfaction. That is the reward

which counts most.

January 14, Treported to the Duce on my visit to Budapest. He ig
pleased with the results and repeated his congratulations,

He was not a0 irritated as I expected to find him over the capture of
“reruel. He regards it as a local suceess for the Reds of slight impor-
tance——to have checked the ndvance on Madrid seems to him of more

L gignificanee (rom the strategic point of view. He would like to have
" more definite knowledge of France's plans. He ig also talking of t

A
J "-

| possibility of a landing at Valencia, to take the Reds in the rear. Franee

und Bngland wouldn't make a move. But to do this it would be
nedessary: Lo koow what i in Vranco's mind und' to have precise
guaraniess, perhaps even of a territorial nature, I did not conceal my
anxicty. I consider that during the winter the Reds have strengthened

| Gyula Glimbds, former Hungarian Prime Minister. Died in 196,

Sy
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their position. T should not be surprised by an oflensive in the
near future which might push back the whole Nationalist front.

What would happen then to our thirty thousand men in the interior of

Spain?

The present position is, in my opinion, untenable. We must make
up our minds—either we strike the blow which will precipitate the
f:risis, or we skilfully disengage ourselves and rest content with having
inscribed upon our banners the names of the victories of Malaga and
Santander.

e

_ Janvary rg.! Nothing important in the morning. Several minor
nterviews,

In the afternoon T received Munters, the Latvian Foreign Minister.
Not a very significant figure. He claims to be the representative of a
Fascist Government, but at heart he iy democratic and ‘pro-League.
‘The secret of Geneva, as far as little countries are concerned, is that
it serves for their politicians as a stage lit by the spotlights of world
publicity. Munters was overjoyed to be able to say that he knows all

the more or less great ones of the earth. He drank to the ‘King

Enperor’, This is a species of recognition of the ¥mpire, slightly
disguised but definitely useful as a way of shaking these little northern
states,

Janvary 20. Bose,! the leader of the Indian Congress Party, talked
to me at length about his party's position. Hitherto they have not been
able to accomplish much. Ureat Britain, from the centre, exerciies
supreme power. In the provinces u fesy unimportant departments have
been entrosted to Indians, Cireat Britain has excellont agents in the
large and small gtates, which are governed despotically and rely upon
British troops for support. ‘The programme of the Congress Party 1s
the independence of India The means by which they hope to achieve
it are obsteuctionism and passive iesistance. No armed struggle. All
they ask of us 1s to continue to keep Great Britain worried about our
intentions ai’l from time 4 ‘time to inform them about the gencral
political situation. ‘'his is to enable them better to arientate themselves.
I (or my part suggested to Bose that he should direct his Tndian sympa-
thies towards Italy and Jupan-the two countiies which have done
most (0 impsit British prestige. He said he will try- ~lmt'u will be
diflicult, because the Indian P("“P“-‘ are governed by sentiment and
therefire support China to-day, just as they suppotted Ahyssl.m.u. Pexs
sonially. from my eeting visits to India, I have l‘m-m.cd the opinion that
they are a flabiby people, in apable of strong reactions, and that they
o to 1l ave mising from the diary,
he formed i Freg Indiag Goversment in Singapore
Reported killed in a flytog aceident 1

Y The deaves for January 1

* Subhan Chandra Bose, 101944
which was tecognized by the Axis powers
Al‘lgml 1044
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ill not get independence until other forces bring about the collapse of
Great Britain. And perhaps even then the country will only get a new
master.

Meeting of the Committee for the Fihrer’s visit.

January 23.) Nothing new. Sunday at the sea.

January 24, 1 am more and more worried about the situation in
Spain. The oflensive towards Teruel, which should have begun to-day,
has been postponed again. 1 indicated to the Duce that a conversation
with Franco might be necessary. We could get him to come o Cagliari
by sen and the two of us, Mussolint and I, could meet him there. 1
think a meeting would clear up our doubts about his intentions and his
potentialities and would help us to fix the lines of our policy. For we
veally must make a decision about Spain.

As there is a lot of talk at the moment about a wireless war with
Grent Britain, I want to put on record the origin of Radio Bari’s Arabic
Inoadeasts, When 1 was Under-Secretary for Propaganda T was nsked
to do something for an Italo-Arab, the brother of a bishop, Monsignor
Cattan. I took him on at the Ministry and, as he spoke Arabic well,
we got him o give a lecture and a news broadcast or two. The thing
wis & success-- letters began to pour in from Palestine, Syria, Lgypl—-
and we developed it Then we had to dismiss Cattan because, on his
own initiative, he was insulting the English, with whom we were then
on good terms. But in view of the programumie’s guccess I didn’t want
to stop it and it was continued after Cattan had left. 1 did not, however,
realize that I was striking such a resounding new note of discord with
England.

JAanuary 25. A very quiet day,

Conversation with Ruegger,? with gpecial reference to the attacks of
the Swiss press. Ruegper points out that the papers concer ned belong
(6 the extreme left and hate Motta? and his Government. He asks us
not to exuggerate their importance,

In Spain the Reds have attacked again and the oflensive on Teruel
is consequently, postpoued once more.

Janvawy 26. Nothing impoctant has happened.
| way interested by 4 report from Galli about 4 conversation with
Aras,* in the course of which they examined the possible forms which

a war in the Mediterrunean might take, Galli emphasizes the possi-
B bility of Turkish troops being sent to Egypt to defend the Canal, in
view of the fiict that Great Britain would never be able to riise a Jarge

T he leal for Ji\l!\l:"'y @1 aneloag s mising from the \'I.’If)’,
¥ Paul Roeguer, Swige Mininer {n Rome. !

* Ciuseppe Motta, Swiss Presdent und Forelgn Minister.

4 ‘I':-\vl'tt Rkt Arny, Turkish Forelgn Minister

s ——



- unpleasant mixture a very plentiful Jewis
that can have improved things.

| hot my fault if the
. the parade step wit

L climb on to ore, But ap

the General Staff,
Marzio was baptized by Mousignor Celso Costantini. He received

the water and the salt in religious silence, without a tear, which the
experts say is almost a miracle.

Hassel went off on so-called leave this morning—an unspeeded guest,
I heard this last night from his daughter, who also told me that von
Neurath was furious that Hassel had managed to have explanations
with the Duce and with me,

JANUARY 20.> The Duce is preparing to write a letter to Franco,
to stimulate him to do something decisive. I encouraged him to do
this. We must get to the end of the Spanish adventure,

Nothing else. iy

Jaxuary 30. No events worth noting.

I have adyised the Duce not to let Bisco continue his Hight to
Argentina, where some kind of hostile demonstration against our air-
men was being prepared. ‘Lhere is really no point in exposing equip-
ment and men to the not inconsiderable wear and tear of a three
thousand kilometres’ flight, in order to give the rabble of a second-class
country like Argentina a chance to insult us. The Duce agrees—-they
will not go. Of all the countries in which I have lived Argenting i
certainly the one I loved least—indeec 1 felt a profound contempt for it.
A people without a soul and a land without colour-~both fuled to
exercine any kind of charm on me. F ¢ several decades, when all sorts
of human wrecks were making their 1 ay 5 South America, the worst
of all used to stop at the fiest place they ce ¥
ping of Buenos Adres, a city as monofonol
whose banks it lies, In recent years the

and turbid ag the river on

Jement. 1 don’t helieve

JAnuARY 81, Ab wis to be eéxpected, criticisms of the parade step®
have started up. The old spldiers are particularly against it, because
they choose to regard it as a Prussign invention. The Duge i very
angry-he hay read me the speech he it going to rmake te-morrow,
explaining and extolling the inmovation, It seems that the King too
has exphessed himsell unfavourably, The Duee’s comrignt was: Ut is
King i hall size. Naturally he won'l be able to do
hout making himself ridiculous.  He will hate it for
has always hated horses— he has to use ladder

the same reason that he pd he as to
hysical dyfect in a fovereign 1§ not a good

iy ratsing (o the diagy.
closely Feseribling the German goose-step, way

Cepany in Septomber 1937

U'The leaf lor January 27 and 9f 1
*The paratle s1op or ‘Roman Sep
introdueed by Mussoling aftér hia visit 1o

1e to. 'That was the begine

. has leen added to this

L,

\
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2 “heason for stunting, as he has done, the army of a great natiom
‘People say the goose-step is Prussian. Nonsense. The goose 1s a
Roman animal—it saved the Capitol. Its place is with the eagle and
the she-wolf.’ ‘

The Duce has drafted a strong letter to Franco. As Berti will be here
w-morrow, I advised him to have a talk with him before deciding
whether to send it or not, '

Renato Ricei is worried about the Carrara marble, now that France
has put on prohibitive duties. Germany, once a large buyer, has closed
her markets. A new marble crisis seems to be on the way.

Py s

FrrruARry 1. A Militia review—the parade step appeared in public
and was inuch applauded. The Duce addressed the Militia opposite
the Colosseum. He spoke in military fashion, lashing out at the mur-
murers, whom he described as sedentary, paunchy, mentally deficient,
and half-sized. 1 recognized the allusion, but Badoglio and De Bono!
thought he meant them and looked very sour. Particularly De Bono,
who said that after such a speech he had no alternative but to retire,

I took Lady Chamberlain to see the Duce, and she showed him an
jmportant letter from Neville Chamberlain. Two points: Great
: Britain 1 coming mul‘ald to the idea of a formal recognition of the
. mpire; conversations, an begin at the end of the month. Mussolini
- approved and agreed. Lady Chamberlain will write to her brother-u-
law to inform him of the Duce’s reactions, which were defimtely s
.~ [favourable. He showed himself "1 full sympathy with the project of an’® =
S0 ggreement and said that henter Is to make one which will be complete

and durable and able to se ve a. a basis for co-operation between the '

two Enipires. He dictated Lacy Chamberlain the terms of her letten. =0
Fenruary 2. The D ce hed a talk with Berti 1o my presenceiis p i
Berti, who has no powt:  syntiesis and alwaye seems Lo be gloomy, e

«a o futile verbiage and in the midst of it g8
W a few idems, which we al: kucw by heart, about the inconclusiva £
(0 character of Spanish generalshls, The Duce gave him hig letter to

Y Franco. An admirable, virile decurment—it reinforces our ubligations ™
' if Franco meant to fight, but open the way for us to disengage ouriclved | ¢
if the Generalissino 18 going 1o insist on a long-drawn war of nerves,

Meanwhile Mussolini has inteasified the alr raids on the coast, which -

had nothing new to say. «

on from severdl

ot

are breaking the nerve of the civil population. Informat o

" sources indicates that the Red communications are i a very bad state, m',u‘ {

A blow from ten Nationalist divisions would bLe enough. Butis France Syl
1

to striker T told the Duce of the
(erdday. Meis pleased, He ©

witelligent enough or strong e uph
impresgion made by his military oratory yes _

! A

! Mavahisl Braddio de Bano, Quadruadivis of the Mugeh o0 Pome; kExecuted by the: -.),‘,'-‘ 2
Badoglio Government i January 1944 o
*vt‘tl
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loves a soldier’s style, like steel, and has more and more made it his
own, Besides, he regards the ltalian peopleds a very tough people,
fundamentally dramatic. Perhaps sad too, like Italian songs. Our -
reputation has been ruined abroad, he says, by Neapolitan singing and =~
dancing. . i | W

Conversation with thé American Ambassador. He is afraid of war, b
but I reassured him considerably. \ Al ‘

Clonversation ‘with the Ja\pancsmAmb:mm!Qr- He told me that the
Japanese aré beginning to' farm a series of local governments of a
.\ 'provisional character in China, but 't}n:t they will end by establishing
' _‘t'hcmselvc.\.'lhrré permanently. an 3

Frsruary 4. Convérsation with ‘Géneral Aymonino! 1o settle
about the Fithrer's visit to the Prince of Piedraont, I s?mll meet LR H.
when he returns to Rome, find arrange the details with him,

I received Lady Listowel, the wile of & !-«flbm!r Lord, She is a
Hungarian of dome charrn, appears o be gur_i_”"ml a'}d speaks Italian
well. Slie says that ‘feeling’? in Englane is rising against us and that,
when rearmaient has been completed, 1ere will b‘f a bl'aza ol red-hot
. nationalist propaganda and we must 1t be sur I_’”’\Cd if’ the Unglish - :

Cattack us. This is much more likely o happen, if Lden should ever
Became 'the head of a Labour-Liberal Chvernments '/ ]
" Gonvérsation with the Duce and My pistratL. Massimo made light
of Germany’s (lirtation with France ar 1 gave an account of n con-
versation he had had with Géring, in vhich "h‘? Intter ”_’“d that the Y12
Nazis waiit to raise Germany’s potenticl as high as po?mblc and, for & -
this Teason, 10 avoid @ war for several years. With this end in View R
the ball of steel must be given a covering Msoltr "bl““': ‘\‘"Y‘)“." coming
es und feels the rubbey —when the ball is fired, it will be
strike. Mussolini was intereste”” He would like at
an ¢ Germany about her attitude in
;hu event of an isolatéd war between Great Britain and us. ‘ He said
once more that he ,.,.KMA. war a8 mmut.}l)‘hf — -lhcrclm'c 'h¢ does not
Svant to lose the advantage of the mitative, He s satished i A

il

n.

Nid

A

near now se ]
the steel which will
early opportunity to mterrogat

i

; atns evolent neutral, e
Jergmany remaing a henevo al W _ o R
i lxi.n ;m?\r\ini i who has bobyht the Gharnale d' Mtalia, came wnh}\u offer “HHA
to r,ul¢ it mm}',lru ly at my disposal, He haves Balbo with all his heart, = 000
‘ % \ v » o ' ALEN
He 5.." however, an mmgmh(..'lm mclwtdlm i
ot

banpuAly gl We have ngreul.tn Eden's rtftgncms ﬁ{r A u‘r.j.‘-u?,. ; -’{Cv
Bsdrveillante of the Mediterranean i ’!hc campalgn Agamnst piraey,
' "Thege feasures are sintply A waste L)

‘ U (Gancral Aldo ".,Vlnn.lti.lm, A.-ljmum o the Prince of Pledmont, Wi
" [0 Englith in the ariginal NN

int, an i yinlist.
¥ Bormurting, an indust bt
i
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GIANO'S DIARY

I put belore the Duce the plans for the embellishment of Rome for
the Fithrer's visit. He liked them and approved the work that has been
done so far.

Meeting of the Supreme Committee of Defence.

Clonversation with Lord Lothian,* Under-Secretary for the Colonies,
on his way back from India. At his request I explained to him our
point of view on the possibility of an understanding with England. He
seemed to me a sensible rnan. He approved of the idea of a compre-
hensive agreement, to include recognition of the Empire. ‘Between
England and Ttaly,’ he said, ‘there can be no half measures-—nothing
except a return to the traditional friendship or war.” I replied that 1
agrecd. Exeept that it i no use speaking of the traditional friendship
—the understanding must have new foundations which will fully take
into account the new power of Italy. i

Giacomo Closta, an antj-Fasist lawyer who escaped from Lipari?
two months ago, has offered us his services as an informer and agent
provocateur among the dmigrés in Paris, He is in contact with the
journalist Pascazio.” We sha’ use him.

Freruany 5. The chang s in the German Government are good.
They are making rapid stridd | towards total nazification, and this is
beneficial to the Axis, as unedf the strongest reasons for its existence
iy the identity of régime. The Duce too is very pleased. —it is an impor-
tant event and it gives a knock Hut blow to the recent period of flirtation
with France. Ribbentrop at ‘he Foreign Ministry is admirable. His
conversations with the Duce ind with me¢ in October and November
last made clear his hostility to the English, who have treated him badly,
London was failure for him, Eome success. He made good his claim
to the Minister's epaulettes in he Hall of Victory on the day when the
Tripartite Pact wos signed. I foresee a strengthening of the Axls and
the Triangle as a esult of what has happened. We shall reach closer
and more concrete agreements and we may be able to think of a
Conference of the three Foreign Ministers, which ight perhaps take
place in Addis Ababa,

1 have appointed Pavolini President of the Institute for International
Trade, He will do well and he s reliable.

Baistroechi® is putting himself forward as a candidate for Cormmis-

sioner of Munitions, to replace Dall” Olio,5 who is exhausted. At a,

Fi

Creeting of the Supreme Commi' tee Balbo had spoken to e of General

L,

Gagzera® as a possible suceessor, T did not lose the opporlumity of

a Clabluet office in 1ggq8,

' Lord Liothing, o fornier UndersSec etary for India, held na ¢ i
ptianners were confiued.

L Lapar. i iland neatr the toe of Ty, an which political
S INolu Paseazio, o Fancist journalie | )
¢ Gianoral Pedurico Daistrocehs, Und ¢-Seeratary for Wi, 19330,
b General Alfeaddo Dall' Olig, Conut ssloner for l\llllllh(‘lnfh MRS,
# General Pieted Gagzern, Governor of Jimmi fn Alyssioi,
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y three Nationalist columns in the Teruel sect
ntinues., ! _ i
ARy Hs After a further bound the advance now scems fo .
checked, With the Spaniards, this is not surprising. We
Berti whether the objectives of the present action are
r strategic, as, if they are strategic, the Duce intends to”
the air raids on the coastal cities in order to break Red resis-
iave received and passed to the Duce an eyewitness account
cent bombing of Barcelona, I have never read a document so s}‘"
ally horrifyng. And yet there were only nine S.70s and"*(‘-'g.r'. ;
le ‘raid’? oply lasted a minute and a half. Large buildings «
ed, traffic interrupted, panic on the verge of madness, and |
eud and 1,500 wounded. 1t is'a good lesson for the future. Tt i r’;{.’,sr
5 think of anti-aircraft defence and building shelters- the onl AR
of salvation from air attack is the evacuation of large towns, )
sent a telegram to Berlin to put an ead o speculation aboug
alled Angloltalian rap[lmchqnw:l. .Om* policy follows i will
o to follow aa absolutely straight line. The Fithrer should be
mind in his'peech of February 20. I said this in my teleges

2

(o]

Ruary g, According to Berti’s reports the Spaniards ha
‘In order ¢ prepaie a second wave. The pause ought o
The victoty just wot seems to be important, though only
I level andtherefore not decisive. h h G
cess 1y attenpting 1o speculate about the conversations betwe,
and Eden md, coutrary to the fucts, to infer an ltalian initia
I have drafud dnformazions Diplomatica: No "kr which I have
't the Duce and T have had the Rome Piecolo confiscated, ay
“ite of the prolibiton it continued to build up the report: of the
on conversatims with uge headlines. . .
\rdli has teephoned to me—<after reading thy m!cgm&; of the day’ §

yesterdzy he is hoginning to mark time, There is, however, no !
: is he who'lost ais balance. At heart he is dying fop »
) London anc detests the Germans, A

ye Committe: of Defence T rajsed the subject of |
Americans, & yroblem of great and not merely nogati
s, 1 should lie to know' how ]j,nglmd. ‘hm.hdedn
manage to kep hersell’ supplied with only her oy
¢ being able b count on the help of veutral whipping

¢ ! W
Received Begerand Cristich.* Thelatter talked al, '_' "
visit of Spag,* the Minister of Comyuications,

¥ Bosko Cristich, Yugoslay Mivister in Rome

& original, in Noaals
i mg:.?.a?nv Minlsy of Communications, A prominest h}‘m

o 1
(b s

i
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T 0N A A ' FEBRUARY 5, 1938 [ e
,Enﬁoning this to Baistrocchi, who, it is well knolwn, lﬂi
- He is now, I think, not too fond of Balbo either. Yt
e  FEBrRUARY 6. Our compliance with the British requests
~piracy has produced a certain détente in London. Eden has used
_language to Grandi and has made a statement to the Su
~ about Anglo-Italian relations— the truth is that it is a very h
statement. I have told the journalists not to make (oo mu
¢lieve it is not so much our compliance as the new German
went which has impressed London.
. Franco’s oflensive in the direction of Teruel has begun.
 graphs that it is making good progress and makes no criticis
* kind. ‘This leads me to believe that things really are going
) ‘(‘ all see! Recent events, as well as past history, discourage ané
heing too optinistic when Spanish generals are in charge.
A long conversation with the Duce. 1 told him of the pessir
Guarneri, who said in 50 many words after the Defence Cor
¥ ‘\ﬁ yesterday: ‘We are bankrupt.” The Duce knew of ‘his and he
o4 ,ﬁu all share these exaggerated fears. 'The situation isreally very
~ We also talked about the Jewish problem. T expresed myself i
g a solution which will not raise a problem whi~h Griunately doe
t here. The Duce is ol the sarde opinion . e wil pour water
i ‘d_m@; mouﬁh to suppress the thing a ogether.
grruAry 7. Grandi has started ofT int top gea after his ts '
" Jden, and wants authorization to begin the coni:c‘rsa:iom. j
~drafted with my own hand a telegram, which Iyead to the I
recommending calm and prudence in face of this Bitish zeal for ¢
tion, which might after all be a manguvre of Iden’s, now ths
ge of guard in Germany has shown that the English efforts o
I en the Axis at the Perlin end are ot destinec 1o succeed. (
" and prudence—and in any case the corversations aust be in B8
Grandi is trying o push himself forwarl, He wouldiike o ple
1 of the man who made peace with Etg.(land, a part which pro
ls to plenty of Italians, But it wai't do. Peace
wp of Mussolini and of Mussoliti alone. N

ay a personal role. et
f told tK:'\ﬁDtmc of Baistrocchi’s wish(to suceeed 1

“old and ill. The Duce said he will only appoit
2 he isin his coffin’. He seemed raher sceptic
steoechi, who is active but a mud 1o R R |

o

(3 esse in very pleased with he changes in
g“ Newrath and Ribbentrop kne rothing abe
ourd bdt P 1)

{ v "4; ) e L A
1 Good news fiom Spain,  An impolant bruk%

§ B

L
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and asked ‘me in confidence, on behalfl of Stoyadinavich, not to

S

let the press emphasize the visit too much. Spaho is a personage of =

quite suflicient importance and they do not want to inflate him any

further.: Cristich is devoted to Stoyadinovich and was vcx'y‘plcascd'
when I said that, six months after his death, Stoyadinovich will still be

the head of the Government. He is a strong man and no one will
take his power from him.

Pirelli pro-English as ever and anxious for an agreement. He agreed
about the spiritual preparedness of the Itu!inns for war, but is worried
about the'lack of gold. When [ said that, like Machiavelli, if I have to
choose between gold and iron, I choose iron, he replied: ‘That’s all
right if you have the iron,’ Pirelli is a capitalist—he is afraid of war,
and thinks about his interests, including those that he possesses in

Lingland.
. . A aty : ol
Grandi telephones that in to-day’s conversation with Eden a step

forward was made, We shall see.
Conversations with Phillips and Hotta-—the latter for information

about the progress of the London talks. I don’t want there to be any’ o

suspicions of us in Tokyo.
Coga has resigned —apparently in consequence of a Franco-Anglo-

Russian intervention to protect the Jews,

Fraruanry 11, Agreed with Volpi about various arcangements for

the Belgrade Exhibition. i !
Grandi’s report on yestevday’s conversation has not yet arvived. But

the international press is already pricking the bubble of an imminent

agreement between Italy and England.
The meeting between the Foheer aud Schuschnigg will take place at

Berchiesgaden ta-morrow, It is an cyvent of great interest. For the
present il is secret-—really sceret. Nothing has Teaked out yet, But it
proves that the Fiihrer's intentions towards Austria have not altered
{or the worse recently. Mussolind on the other hand has become more
radical, He told me this morning that fie 1§ in favour of the nazification
of Austria. Anything that ik not thorough-going is not safe, as the casg

of Roumania Proves,

I have promised 100,000 lire to Del Croix to raise the tone of the
entertainment of the Germah v.'nfuu‘lm! he had intended to lft-e'p it
quiet on the pretext ul'lh(:‘scmny hinancial resources of the A»uncm!mn.
I don’t like this Del Croix, and T ask vaysell what sense there ig in
retaining at the hiead of so many genuine and honourable w01}xtt1c(|
4 man who may have béen lmlorrun.n‘t' hut has sho‘wn no particulay
signs of heroigm, We all know th_u circumstances in which he way
wournided. And it is impossible to forget ?“‘“ attitude in 1924, Al the
ore s he hasn't Chrlnfﬂ'“ his uliﬂ-i. If ever the barowmeter goes Lo

Wioring'; he will leave us in the hu'ch again,
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FEBrRUARY i2. The Grandi-Eden talks don’t seem likely to commit
us very far. I believe that Great Britain would like to reach a settle-
ment about Spain—that is why they let us glimpse the possibility of an
understanding. In the face of which we have remained colder than they
can have expected. Farinacci has replied with a downright attack. He
informed me of his intention of writing an article of the kind and 1 saw
no reason to prevent it.

There is an attack on me in Ghoe, saying that 1 represent the real
danger to peace, because 1 have no feelings of Latinity and want to
turn the tragedy to my own advantage. It is very exaggerated, but
there is an element of truth in it, My conception of the Fascist Dmpire
is not of something static. We must go on advancing. And it is reason-
able enough that the haves should be worried. As for Latin solidarity,
it is something invented by the French whenever they want other people
to get themselves blown to bits on their behalf.

I have agreed with Wysocki on the essentials of the programme for
Beck’s visit. Another incident which will not go down well in Paris.
Who cares?

The Roumanian crisis is obscure. Meanwhile a man describing
himself as Butenko, the Soviet Chargé d’Affaires who disappeared
from Bucharest, has given himself up at the Quesiura in Milan. He
has no papers which prove his statements, He may be simply a
lunatic or a mischief-maker. In any case I am having him sent on to
Rome.

Fepruary 13. Signora Sarlatti wants to go to America for a lecture
tour. I will talk about it to the Duce, though I myself regard her as one
of the very few women capable of presenting us in a good light abroad.
She talked to me about the Jewish question with obvious anxiety and
was pleased to learn my moderate views on the subject. In any case
she already knew about the praject of making a public announcement
ol o reassuring kind 11 the near future.

The first reports of the Hitler-Schuschnigy conversation point to a
silent nazification of Austria. 'The Anschluss is inevitable. The only
thing to do is to delay it as long as possible.

Butenko is in Rome and has asked to see me. 1 will only see him
when he has been definitely identified, I have gent for an official of the
Legation in Bucharest in order to make certain of his identity.

FesRuiry 14. A quiet day. The Duce is back from the mous-
taing, but [ haven’t conferred with him yet, The news from Vienna
confirnis that the nazification of Austria is tn Projgress asa result of the
Berchtesgaden meeting

I talked to Pariani about our military relations with Germany, He
is, it should e understood, convinced of the ievitability of war with
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, estern powers. He regards the spring of 1939 as the most favour-
able moment for us, We shall have completed our preparations for the
supply of munitions, which for small arms are at present inade-
quate, and France and England will be going through their period
of most acute crisis. Pariani believes in the success of a sudden
lightning war. Attack on Egypt, attack on the fleet, invasion of
France. The war will be won at Suez and in Paris. I suggested that
it might be useful to form immediately a secret Italo-German war
committee. He likes the idea and, now that Blomberg? has been
removed, he thinks it is possible. We :fhall talk to the Duce about it.
I sugpested studying plans for an 1nvasion og‘ Switzerland as a
means of attacking France. He agrees and thinks it a good idea.
I also suggested landing Ttalian troops at Port Said and Suez, all this
as part of the surprise operations. It. \Vu;}l(l be easy to arrange for
the presence of troop transports for East Africa at the right
moment. He approves and will pass on mly suggestions for a

lechnical examination.
Cantilo, the Argentine
Foreign Affairs, He is a disagreca

Ambassador, has become Minister for
ble man and no [riend of ouys,

’ P rues Py Yavolind,

Frsruary 15. Received 1\1an.u:ml.: and Pavolini o

The Duce has seen the Austro-German Agrecmente Heraary i
regards it as a logical and inevitable development in 'thc lrcla;mns
7S il sl ! entig on what has hap-

TIRORR countries, In comum
between two German e that it is a question of two German
pened it is necessary to emphasize that it 15 ¢ que i

countries, In order to prove that she is still independent, Austria oughte

to join the Anti-Comintern Paot, » AR
As regarde relations with London, 1 have sent a telegram summing

up our policy: we are ready o treat, on th.t l)usllsi':\lrg{\yll)‘f .HH‘\.N:‘(.‘I, .ﬁ‘l.\t'e
the ground 1 cleared of the bpunf'%h' problen, l\ t.anf\hu ¢ it |s|{|1'u|¢3'1_
ing to note that fiden's report of his mgnrms.xhvn wn‘t (.ot"am 115 very
(lll‘l'cn\m [rom that drawn up ‘by (,x:nl.xz.lf, in Ih:.\l. ‘I.cle,n makes
ws responsible for some part of ul}u' imitiative, 1 hllfll‘l .nol san'd
Granidi a copy of the document, as it 15 not alfogether clear what his

K.l,llr"ﬁ‘_"‘]-j”“ has written Juformazione !)vi//lf;m.'um i\'{».. 14 'liq|i0|.ti()ll.t}1c
Jewish guestion He himsell (lt's;-rtt)n'-w it, in spite ('flll.‘i ulmlr.ml} un'l ilia-
tory form, s a masterpiece of “f’“”b"“"”" P up‘ng:uul:\. 'Oll ”IW_ part
T have confined mysell to observing that the Jewish state w 1‘5 "-:(r tor by
him ought not to be Palestine. On the grounds that we must safeguard
our relations with the Arabs

r von ““)l!ll
able marringe,

A i werg, German Minigter for War, 1993-0. He had

I ul'ld--.'\lcn'ﬂh-"‘ “‘l ls[: vhich was made the pretext for hiy enforeed
tecently made an undesi
Yelignation,

¥ e B e fuseist Onthiolic wrater,
* Professor Guido

Manucordi, 8 pro-1

L,

‘\,‘\



EBRUARY 16. Butenko has been recognized by the Stefani corre-
spondent {ror Bucharest. Isaw him this morning at the Ministry, He
doesn’t seem to me a man of much character. But he was so confused
and frightened that it would be premature to pass judgment on him.
He even asked that the guards, instead of staying in the corridor,
should take up permnanent residence in his hotel bedroom. I have
passed on his statements to the Giornale d’liglia and by means of the
foreign press, wireless, ctc., [ am building up the scisational news. It
is a good piece of anti-Soviet propaganda, which must be properly
exploited.

Alter seeing the Duce I drafted a long letter to Grandi. 1 am telling
him that he must give a touch of the accelerator to the London nego-
tiations. Whatever the result is to be, it i¢ important to know it. Events
may soon prevent the manceuvres which to-day are still possible-—but
perhaps only for a little while longer. ,

On the Chancellor’s instructions Berger-Waldenegg has talked (o mne
about the results of the Berchtesgaden meeting. 1 expected to find him
crushed. On the contrary, he was calm and hopelul of genuine colla-
Yoration with Germany. I am more sceptical. I advised him to suggest
to Vienna joining the Tripartite Pact. It would be a proof of Austrian
independence.

Conversation with Blondel=-a survey of the situation and a hint at
the possibility of a press truce. ' '

Fenruairy 17, A dinner-party at home yesterday, with many
diplomats. I'talked to Cridtich about the Austvian situation. We
opened our hearts—Italy and Yugoslayia are in an identical position
with regard to pan-Germanism, They are worse off than we are-

becauge they are less strong and because they have not such a solid r
natural barrier for a frontier. In any case, there is nothing to be done,
But us the Austrian cockerel hias found his way--or almost--into the;
German pot earlier than necessary, it is indispensable that the bonds

between Rome and Bolgrade should be further strengthened, and we

must always bear in mind that Hungary and Polaud too are in at

similar situation, Cristich agreed, T think we should forthwith stucly
the question of an alliance with Yugoslavia. A horizontal Axis will
make possible the existence of the vertical Axiy.

A short, incidental conversation with Perth, with
or lest the language of the letter gent to Grandi. j did the samie with

Lady Chamberlain this morning -~she has not yel received a reply o

her lester of Fehruary 1,

I roceived Phillips and we mnde the
He asked meé what T thomght of the disagreemetit .Iw.twccn Fden and
Chamberlain. 1 said that I had no precise inlor mation, but that in any

usual survey of the situation.

{

whor 1 tised moye

, k& .
. v Y
CIANO'S DIARY I [

L

3



o NS,

. % is that we only learnt about the whole t

-ase [ should have preferred to base an understanaing with London on
a unanimous “feeling’! rather than on the dissension between these two

statesmen.

Wrote Informazione Diplomatica No. 15, about Austiia,

Fepruary 18. The Duce was in a mood of irritation with the
Germans this morning, over the manner in which they have acted in %
the Austrian business. In the first place they ought to have given uy
warning-—bnt not a word. And then, if; instead of halting at the
position they have reached, they should want to go on to a real, proper
Anschluss, a general situation would be created entirely diffecont to
that in which the Axis was formed, and it would beconie necessary to
re-examine the whole position.

I took the opportunity of finding ﬂ\)"idf with Hesse, after ]unuhing
with him and the Prince of Piedmont, to talk to him as a friend, quite
frankly. T have made a Minute of the conversation,

Grandi has been yeceived by Chamberlain, but 1 have no informa.

tion on the results of the talk. On the telephone he was very reticent.

--a reticence, it secemed to me, not inspired solely by the fear of

interception. )

Fenruary 1g. Council of Ministers,
I have invited Schuschnigg o publish details of the part played by
_taly in all this Austrian crisis, These rumours about desperate appeals !

from Vienna remalmng unanswered must be contencioteds "The reuth
hing after the falf accompli, when

there was 10 possible alternative and nothing remained for us bt to

+ give out approval to what Schuschnigg had done.

1%, he might.

1 dissension in the

(20 erisiv in London over' t
L towards Italy.

I have alio telegraphied to Berlin to let it be known that the Foliver in
his speceh should take good care 1ol to put the friendship of Ttaly on a
footing with that ol Poland, as certain information ol Attolico suggested
We should leave no doubt about our reaction to this,
Grandi has takew a step {orward in his conversations. 1t really seems
that we may begin soon. Nevertheless, on Eden's express

foreible protest about a colonial

Perth has hrought sae a very
e« minor impovtance, It strikes an odd note, on the

possi ble
orders,

FEBRUARY 17, 1638 77 I /

question of quit ) ; WY
andon conversntions. Tverything suggests that Xden, JEuEs

morrow of the ] p » Ly gl ;
seeing that he has Jost the game against Chamberlain, is still trying 1o
sut the negotiations back where they began, This

B muddle things and | :
1A 1 have telephoned to him), and he says that the

is what Grandi thinks ( .
(overmoent in London is very aoule,

FuBrRUARY 20, : ;
he Eden-Chamberlain split, mostly over policy

I In English in the original,

i

hectic day--the Fithrer's speech in Betlin and a
A y 1y :
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According to telegrams from Attolico and Magistrati the Fiihrer's
speech was good as regards us and mostly directed against Great
Britain. On Austria too, although the word ‘independence’ doesn’t
appear once, his pronouncements seem fairly satisfactory. Austria is
considered to be a national entity and not a German province. At
least for the present.

In London the crisis is on. The Duce has been telephoning from
Terminillo! for information, every half-hour. The situation is fluid.
Eden resigned at 1 p.m. and appeared at the Cabinet after his resigna-
tion. The Cabinet meeting lasted until 6.30, when it was adjourned
until after dinner, Eden was cheered by the crowd when he left, surly
and alone, with shouts of ‘Eden Prime Minister’. Labour, Liberals,
and left-wing Conservatives have already. tabled a motion in favour of
Eden. The crisis is perhaps one of the most important which las ever
taken place. It may mean peace or war. I have authorized Grandi to
take any step which may add an arrow to Chamberlain’s quiver. An
Eden Cabinet would have as its aim the fight against the dictatorships
—Mussolini’s first, I am waiting for news at the Ministry. The Duce
went to bed at 1o0. Signs of the times—the English are working on
Sunday, while the Italian Chief enjoys his ‘week-end’.?

FepruAry 21. It was at a party at the Colonnas’ that I learnt of
Tiden's fail last night. There was a gencral chicer at the news. The
Prince and Princess® of Piedmont were there, and the Prince insisted
on drinking several toasts with me. From the Colonnas’ T gave in-
structions for the press not to be too triumphant—we don’t want to
turn Eden into a victim of Fascism, In fact the papers (o-day present
what has happened as the normal development of an internal British
Cabinet cridis, Perth, who is taking it well, telephoned this morning to
suggest that I should do just what I had already done,

Conversation witli Lagardelle,* back from Paris. 'The old words and .
the old schemes—the wholé thing out of date now becanse of this
British business,

Grandi telephoned a briefaccount of his convergation with Chamber-
lait, 1 confirmed thut we ave ready to begin negotiations on the basis
already stated. 1t seerns that instructions will be sent to Perth as soon
ag possible.

I settled the programme of Beck’s visit with the Polish Ambassador.
The press will have to relrain from giving it an .mli-‘l"'rt‘{l(‘h charagter
cuthe event itself is sufficiently anti-French, and there 9 no need to
emphasize the fact in print.

! Termindllo; a winter sports contre in the Abruzal.

T English ie the arigiual, ¥ : -
» Marie Jodé, wile of Ptince Unberto and sinter of King Leopald of the Belgians.

4 agardelle, a French diplomat
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Sel:cggi‘ has invited me in the name of Zog to he a witness (o his
marriage on April 26. I have accepted. T still firmly believe in my
programme for Albania and anything that can enhance our prestige
and our influence must not be neglected.

FEBRUARY 22. A long Council of Ministers. When T got back to
the Palazzo Chigi late in the afternoon, I found Perth waiting in the
ante-room. I have made a Minute of our conversation. I want to add
that he didn't seem to me at all distressed by Eden’s departure—he
blushed like a child when 1 paid him a compliment on the work he has
accomplished. It is odd how easily the English blush——much more than
we Latins, Shyness or modesty?

Converqmion_ with Lcssnnq, very worried l:)ecause the Party has
started proceedings against him on account of De Bono's accusation
about his Diploma ol the March on Rome. Lessona has drawn up a
memorial in his own defence. Very weak—-as the only witness of hjs
participation in the march he cites a dead man, Dario Lupl.? He asked
me to intervene. He realizes that the battle will end in his defeat.
But is he really worth saving?

Ward Price® asked for an interview with the Duce or with me, 1y
doesn’t seem {6 me a suitable moment, I confined mysell to giving him
some general information about the forthcoming negotiations and
denying the rumour that we have asked London for a loan.

Things are going well in Spain. Teruel has been retaken and the
twoops are advancing. Berti thinks it is possible to reach the sea and
is asking Franco to use our divisious. The Duce has seat Franco a fine
(elegram, urging him on to fight and telling him he naust choose between
using the Legionaries in hattle and sending them home,

Freruary 23, Schuschnigg has sent, by way of Ghigl, the ragment
of his forthcoming speech which concerns Italy, It is good~-for one
thing it gives the lie to the rumours of & change in our attitude towards
What in lact could we do? Start u war with Germany? At the
first shot we fired every Austrian, without a simgle exception, would
fall in behind the Crermany, against us, 1 havvl thanked .‘\(‘hunchnigg
also suggested that he should make it olear that the inde-
of Austria 18 based on the will and determination of the
and nat on the uncertain guarantees of foreign states,
is assured by outsiders is virtually

and have
pendence
Austrian people

finished. ) Ty : L i
‘The struggle in Spain is continung victor iously, Franco must exploit
hig an(r‘us\(;) the utmost ane use the favourabfe sittation which hag
 General Zeft' Sevegggi, Adjulant 10 King Zog and Albanian Minfuter in Rome,
1 Daslo (”i’i LinderSecretary for Educauon in Mussalini’s firet Government in
v ’

oLk, )
? George Ward Price, of the Daily Mail.

®
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military and political events. If he misses this
exceptional opportunity too, it will be a definite proof of his inade-
quacy. Fortune is not a train which passes every day at the same time
——_nor an honest woman who gives herself once and for all. She is a
prostitute who offers herself fleetingly and then passes on to others. If
you can’t manage to seize her by the hair, you lose her.

Farewell visit from Cantilo, who is shortly leaving for Argentina,

without much enthusiasth for what he will hava t¢' do.

Fenruary 24. Talked to Cristich abynt the Slav .minorities in |
Venezia Giulia. In'order to help Stoyadinbyich in a parliamentary
debate, I said that we are still prepared to do something on their behalf,
though what we could do T don’t know--they are quict people and ask
for nothing. If only the Germans in the South Tyrol were equally
docile. ' ' ‘

Blondel wanted to survey the European scene, |
and Vienna. T expounded some of our ideas about Austria.
obliged to admit that they are realigtic. X

Ward Price came (o say good-by€ to me before returning to London,
Among other things he said that Schuschnigg had said to him that
[taly’s protection of Austria was incapable of practical realization,
because, if one Ltalian soldier set foot on Austrian territory, the result =
would be an union sacrée agamnst us, He also said that m a recent . ]
conversation Goring gave him to understand that in Berlin Mussolint,
had more or less given the Germans a free hand in Austria —whicl is &
untrue, Goring added that in any case it is a German cuestion, in {ia}

$

which other powers are not permtied to interfere—the other powers &
including, so Ward Price says, Italy. )

‘The Duce has telephoned to say that Schuschnigg made a strong & &
speech, on the lines of our suggestions. e

/ it
I'. Funruany 25. The Duce was very pleased with Schuschnigg’s g
',{ speoch, which he heard on the wircless, He was particularly struck by *
" the enthusiasio of the Assembly, which has given hini more conficence &
§ ot in the vitality of Austria. He says that Austrian patriotism Was res;
) My awikened yesterday after languishing for twenty yeats, and that the i
L setting of uniforms, flugs, and banners helped to do this. '!;hc Duce &
believes in Lhe necessilty of revitalizing political lile hy means ‘uJ nagina=
tion and display, 1f Schuschnigg had appeared yesterday with a ‘do‘emy P
0 routine ceremony and the shambling verik of & ok, he wouldi'y have - &
<00 had such a striking sucuess.
[ Villani asked me for news of our ¢on
' whether it i part of the programme 10 .
' replied thatitis not, And 1 confirmed that the possible agreement withi,
London 18 not intended to replace the Axis but to stand beside it

yausing at London
He wag \

)
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ook Icave of von Hassel. A briel, cold, hostile conversation. I feel

not the slightest remorse at having caused the removal of this man, who

was a bad servant of his country and of the cause of German-Italian
lri;ndsh‘p. He may pechaps have tried to overcouie his hostile senti-
ments, but he did not succeed—he belongs, fatally and inexorably, to
the world of Junkers, who cannot forget 1914 and, because they are at.

‘heart hostile to Nazism, have no sense of the solidarity of the two

régimes. Besides, von Hassel knew Dante too well, T distrust forelgners
who know Dante. They try to pull a fast one on us with their
pogctry.

Frpnriry 26, The Czechoslovak Minister® came to prolest ahout
the article in the Giomale 4 Jtalia stating that Benes® had told a foreign
diplomat that as early as 1923 he had recommended ‘getting rid of’
Mussolini. 'The information was provided by ws and comes from the
deciphering of a telegram from the French Minister in Prague. 1 think
that we ought now to release the docutnent to the press, particularly as
certain criticisms made by Benes of the other Little Entente countries
may Iead to a violent controversy, perhaps even 2 crisis.

Received Spaho, the Yugoslay Minister of Communications,

"The Duce is very irritated by the tact that Franco continues to keep »

our volunteer forees out of action and has not answered his letter, He
has given ordecs for the airoraft in the Balearie Jslunds to abstain from
Wl operations untit our infantry too is used. ‘[his idlendss is destroying
the morale of the traops—cases of indincipline have become more
frequent and for the list (ime there have heen desertions,  The
country too is dred of the affuirs aof Spiin, ’

Went to the station to welcotne Graziani, The Duce was there, and

the whole of the upper hierarchy, civil and military. Only Badoglio
was mussmg. ‘The welcome of the crowd was, on the whole, organizad
and therefore of & warnith which failed to eonvince. In the car the
Duce sald to me: ‘Graziani reust have been pleased that I enibraced
him. He fought well, but he has governed badly.'

FraruARrY 27. Flew to Floreuce, where 1 ‘cxnmiuml the Vithrer'y
" ‘]u‘.int._(l mysell with the preparations. All admirable.

route and ' i
eghorn, and finally on to urin,

Then to L
Marriage of the Duke of Genoa, Much raurinny-
and among the Turin aristocracy against the bride,
wed good enough, She i3 not goot-looking and is
tinister i Rome, 1998, Decame Foreigh

FruRUuARY 28,
ing in court circles
who is not conide
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in reading the certificate, added on ten years to her age by mistake!
A slip of the tongue which the bride will not forget.

Afternoon with the Fascists—very comradely and friendly.

In the train I had a talk with the Princess of Piedmont.

Magrcit 1. Nothing particularly important while I was away.

In spite of our pressure Franco refuses to drive the Teruel action
home. He suggests another plan, in the Belchite sector, to be put into
uperation in ten days. Berti would have preferred to operate at Teruel,
but he is not unfavourable to Franco’s proposal.

I reported to the Duce on my visit to Turin, He agreed when 1 told
him of my umpression that monarchism there is half-hearted--awvhen 1
spoke of the House of Savoy in my speech there was almost no reaction,
while the name of the Duce was greeted with endless acelamations.

I have handed Gristich a copy of the Prague telegrams, It transpirey
from them that Benes called Yugoslavia and Roumania ‘cowardly’,
This shiould make Belgrade sit up and think.

Salata has given me sorne unpublished and very sevious details of the
Hitler-Schuschnigg meeting,  The vielénce of the Chancellor was
apparently rtomething unheard of. At the slightest sign of resistance he
threatened to occupy Salzburg. Schuschnigy is now thinking of holding

QIANO’S DIARY I I

a plebiscite, on the results of which the decision for the luture of Austria

would depend. In his opinion, the prognostics should be favourable 1o
the Patriotic Front, But if he is wrong, doesn’t it mean an immediate
crisis? I it right to take the risk?

Maron 2. Last night at the Colounas’ 1 heard that D'Anuunziol

had died, and received a message about going to Gardone with the
Duce. We left at 8 this morning. I can’t say that the Duce was very,
maved. He considers that D'Annunzio had an enviable fate-~ga

glorious and heroie life, ending in sudden death at an age which it ig

Cnatural o vegard as the term of life. He to'd me that the news came to

lim by way of & telephone call from Prefect Rizzo,® who used literally
these words. ‘I am sorty (o have to give you some good news!" A slip
of the tongue which betrays the feclings of the policeman glad to be
guit of hix job at last. :

The Duce was fll of praise for D' Annanzie’s activity as soldier ail

eritienl of Wi novels, which he regardy as gloomy yelics nf the nine.
teenth century. He said that 1’ Anmumzio on the whole behaved well

'hnliﬂrimn. and alyo for his Weroic poetry and some ob hin plays, Lt

iy vayneds the végime, in spite of the fact that fof the first seven or eight ©

yeurs he made no overt act of adherence. 11, however, he had taken

U Gbielo o Asingnzio, the fanous puet, stateaman, un,d wartiop
D Chovinnt Rizsoy a Prefedt placed at the Algposn] of d"Anniingio,
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“a stand against us in 1924, he would, the Duce thinks, have been a
dangerous opponent because of his large following among the young.

‘ 1 received a telephone call at Brescia in the evening, telling me that

/ Lord Halifax will be obliged to receive the Negus and that he asks me
not to attach any importance to this and not to start a press attack. So
be it—nevertheless the interview will create a bad impression. I have

had this made clear to the English Embassy.

Marou 3. The funeral took place this morning, I went with the
Duce by car and throughout the journey he did nothing but remark on
the large quantities of scrap iron to be found in the countryside. He
believes that the total for Italy must be five or six million tons. He
thinks of requisitioning this ‘open-cast mine’ in the event of an emer-
gency. It might suffice to provide iron for a year of war,

On the journey back 1 had a long conversation with De Bono, who
talked at length about the Matteotti! aflair and told me the real trath,
He, e Bono, knew nothing about it. As for the rest of the story, I shall
remember it without putting it on paper. But why did the old man
talk to me? Perhaps because he has full confidence in my discretion,
Personnlly, in his place, I should have held my tongue~on principle.

‘The visit of the ex-Negus seems to have no significance. Meanwhile
we learn from the English that they are going to get into touch with
Berlin as well, with a view to a gencral pacification.

Maran 4. Franco has replied to the Duce with a very comprehens
¢ sive letter, in which he scts forth the reasons for the postponement of
the grand offensive. The teuth'is that the Red forees in Asturias had
not been hguidated rapidly enongh and there were still strong centres
of resistance there, which required the presence of Nationalist toops, -
Now the maching is in gear and Franco's forecast for the futare iy
© pretty optimistic. He believes that the Reds have o capacity for
resistance left and thac at the first serious shook they must collapse. He
ptiributes geeat importanee, moral and m worial, Lo the presence of our
'\ wolunteers. Both the conténts and the form of the letter pleased the
Duce, He will reply tosmorrow, with an assurance that he is taking
steps to retain the volunteers in Spain. The Duce was very aused
whert | pointed ont a howlér in the statement on D'Annungio’s cleath
drawn up by the Academy: “Lls hips and his hangds were never weary
of dictating. . . .° He attributed it 16 Tormichi,® whoin he deseribes ag

LA “dhivonic enthusiast’s :
Y Oincomo Matteoti, o Soetulist Deputy and one of the lat nuu\!‘mken nplmu_«nu of
Fasclsm, Afier accusing the Fascisty of Trauds ane thepnitnes duriag the clectons of
April 1nee. ho was wbdueted and murdered, De Bona, at the tivae of the murden’ 588
(1lnh-l' { t..n'.,'..i,,.l. nee of Police Tor Rome, 'was aoc .mql oft complicity in (hrj crltne bk o A
aecnitied by a judioin) cormitieg of the Srnutf Ihe thred survivors of the uctual
W durers were tried and sentented Lo 40 yoar imprisentent i 1947,
: * Carlo Formsichl, a profasor of Sunskrit,
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#/Crandi has confirmed what I more or less knew already about things
in London. He agrees with me in believing that, if we don’t get an
agreement within two months, within three Eden will be head of the
Government, and within four we shall all be wearing uniform.

I received the Prince of the Yemen,! De Vecchi, the Portuguese
Minister, and the Dutch Minister, with hiy credentials in order. He
geems to be a ¢lassie diplomat, with a monecle and many professional
reminiscences,

Berlin has given us the report of the Hitler-IHenderson? conversation.
. The Fuhrer was very hard and the results absolutely negative.,

Marcn 5. The Duce has replied to Franco with an admirable
telegram-—good wishes for victory and a promise to give all further
assigtance within the limits of our economic capacity and within the
{ramework of international relations.

The news from Austrin gets worse and worse=-in Styria the Nazis
are in control of everything, the streets and the barracks. In the other
provinces they are making rapid progress. People ave beginning to talk
of Seyss-Tnquart?® as Chancellor, with the specific task of digging the
grave of Austrian independence. The Duce is now sirongly critical of
Schiuschnigg’s speech, which he finds wanting in tact towards Ger-
many and the Fithrer, Schuschnigg talked big without having any
pomsibility or means of doing anything. ' :

Lunch at the Palace. The King again spoke ill of Berlin and wld ~

" me not to trust the Germans—they are, in his opinion, always wanting | L
in loyalty and always telling lies. '

| In the afternoon [ saw Volpi about the Belgrade Exhibition and &
' other minor matters, He is very pleased at the improvement i relationg 'fﬂ.j
' with London, In view of what he has been told by Schacht, whom he ¥ /|

. says that he rexpects but does not hike, he believes thal Germany will
b obliged to make war by her shortage of fats. ‘The way to avoid awar = 0
is to help Germany 1o get back her old colonies. .

". Mawran 6, 'The Duce had a moment of human griel this morning, &
" He told me that he tisses 1 Annunzio. 1t is true that the old man
L meant very little recenily, but he was there, and from time to time
- Wi there would be a mesage Gom himn, The Doce admitted  that
D' Annunzio had counted for a ot in his life. Undoubtedly he helped
o fix the charvacteristics of Fagoism, ]
W Pederzani annoinced 1o me this morning that he is to be President Dy

f .i 'z ) ' Se N X ;
W of the Acadenry. He jnn’t too pleased to bie leaving the Senate, but he NJ,,_,
f'.‘?u X | Aceepts it with a good grace ly 1&“
L e
1 Prineo Seil ?l‘ Telar Blussein, secand somiof thy Tmam Yayhn vfﬁ(vl
* Gir Nevile Menderson, Hrigsh Ambassador (o Berlin, 19979 o
8Dy Avtur Seyw Inquaiy, Austelan 5.8, loader. - Goverior of Hollund duriog e vq
Tk |, Gierman gcoupation K ’?
P 41 \ iy
& ‘l,[ ? I«,_#'" \:.
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fl *interest which seems 1o me out of proportion to the importance which
o the problem miy assume [or Poland,

- desultory: Finding wo intelligent response, Mussolini did not bother to 1 5
make reul contiet, They more or less went over the ground already T

I8 cuvered with me, ' ! e b
L [he Duce hias had two interviews with the Austrian Military Attaché, o

L W paper as thit of o ravisher ol"littlc_gil'l;a. Perhaps she exaggorates. But
4 one should not ignore these feminine uwtinets,

" The King
5 Rome- -he has most pr

MARCH b, 1958

" I received Beck at the station. The Chief, without knowing him, has
a lively antipathy for him, through that curious gift which men have = =
for hating or loving without ever having seen. I am bound (o say that

Bastianini, who is out to sell us Poland, had caused the attendance to
swell. Beck’s wife was exuberantly happy. He was very stiff. However,
I do not want to pass judgment on him befare I have listened to him
and got to know him better. The few words he has uttered so far did
not seem to nie very pro-Grerman. 3

Marcu 7. Received Beck. He js a measured, prudent man,
obviously rather timid. He doesn’t strike me as particularly strong or - o

as usual his instinct is right—at fivst sight Beck is an unsympathetic = il

character, who produces a chill around him. ‘The reception’ was %

solemn, perhaps more so than [ myself would have wished, But o

4

arguments do not convey ideas with geometrical clarity—-instead he = %

loses himsell and wanders away (o something neither gssential nor

precise.  Nothing new will result from the visit, beyond a proof of = W88
friendliness between the two countries and a demonstration of the possi- -
bility of a closer understanding. We touthed a little on every subject,
with an almost impersonal interest. He particularly wanted me to
realize, that Poland intends to maintan a’ position of equilibrium, 00 =0

Y

without compromusing liersell in any direction, e repeatedly said that

0 the alliance with France will not operate in the event of a war provoked

r| by the Czech problem, As regards the Anschluss he displayed & lack of ‘

In the alternoon he was received by the Duce. The conversation was - ,3’

% He has told hitih to advise Sehuschuigy against the Austrian plebiscite,

Maron 8, Lurch &t the Palace, with Beck. I sat nexr to the
 Princess of Piedrmont, whe does ot like the Polish Minister, She finds 8

W his faee equivoeal, the sort of face you might well sce in a French news.

talked 1o me about the politicians of belore the March on
alse for San Ginliane,! Of Giolitti* he says that
o ho had a formidable knowledge :_)f the private 4liveu gnri interests of all
o ltadiang, particularly in the parliamentary world, Something like the

b Antordrio Piternd-Cabtelly, Maschese di Sun Clinliano, twice Foreign Minbuer

* Glovanni (1:;.;.1&117, ﬁve ks Printe Mivister hetween 18ga and 121,
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remarkably intelligent, Above all, he lacks the gitt of exposition. Hig.



ayor of a small town. But this gave him his strength in governing
rough intrigue and corruption, though personally he was honest. The
King does not, however, credit him with any real greatness.

In the afternoon I had a conversation with Perth, of which I made
a Minute, My first imapressions are not too bad, though the point of
departure for the discussions is rather remote. However, Chamberlain
is more interested than we are in achieving agreement—this is the card
on which he has staked his political future, if not that of the whole
Conservative Party,

Maron §. Conversation Duce-Ciano-Grandi. The Duce has
approved of the objections recorded in my Minute of yesterday’s
conversation. Not that he believes in eternal peace, But he thinks that
we shall need the five years between now and the end aof the Universal
Exhibition® in order to rebuild our economiic structure.

Conversation with Beck. [ informed him of Schuschnigg's decision
to hold the plebiscite next Sunday. He regards this as a very dangerouy
policy it is, hawever, the wltima ratio of Austria, This led us o examine
the Anschluss problem more deeply than we had in our previous con-
versutions. We left each other with the [ollowing formula; taking it ag
setiled that understanding with Germany is a (undamental element in
the policy of our two countries, we must strengthen the bonds existing
between us and equally those which unite us to other countries with
a similar political situation and interests, viz. Yugoslavia, Hungary, and
Rowmania. With this end in view we shall employ our united efforts
to facilitate an agreement between the two last-mentioned countries,

He has invited me (0 go fo Poland, T accepted, but did not commit
mysell to any definite date.

Mareu 10, 1 reported my conversation with Beck to the Duce,
who showed great interest in it. Then I accompanied our Polish guest
anel his wifee to the station. They were both moved and Cittadini® tellg
me that, after the train had started, they wept. f

Lamch at the Volpls', with the Duchesse de Guise™--an ingignificant,
painted old thing, Bhe showered me with eommonplace questions, 1o
whicli I conld make nothing but commonplace replies, .

I prepared my speech lor the Grand Council, where Tape ke for two
and a half hours, It went well, The Duce prajwed me seve ral times
< thiy wo overwhelmy e that I am incapable even of thanking him,
‘Ilie truth is that one only works in order o please hime=to succeed in
this is the greatest satisfaction, .

Godll news ram Spain--the Arvagon oflensive is procerding surely:

VA Univeral dahibition was to hve been held in Rowme i 1942 o delebraje

- a0 yoars of Fascit rule,

¥ Cigtardlind, an officin) i the protocol deparfuient of the Forgign Ministry,
 Tanhelle, wiie of the Duc de Guise, protender 1o the Vrench thyoue,
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d swiftly, This time it may perhaps be the decisive battle. The
valunteers are fighting wonderfully.

Bad news from Austria. As was to be expected, the Nazis are rising
to resist the plebiscite. At any moment blood may be running in the
streets. That would justify a German attack. Schuschnigg has made
a fatal mistake. It was clear to us from the first moment—nbut.the
plebiscite bomb was fated to explode in his hands,

Mawcu 11, In Spain it is full speed ahead. The communiqués and
the dispatches confirm the crushing advance of our forces. So far few
losses and only one division in action.

A hectic day for Austria. From hour to hour telephone messages
have confirmed the mobilization on the Bavarian frontier and the
German decision to attack. At midday Schuschnigg accepted the post-
ponement of the plebiscite, but the Germans did not consider that
enough and wanted him to resign. Through Ghigi he asked us what
he should do. I have conferred several times with the Duce. We cannot
from here assume the responsibility of advising him one way or the
other, #e must act according to his ewn conscience. The French
Chargé d’Affaires asked to come and see¢ me, on instructions from Paris,
in order to form a concerted plan for the Austrian situation, I replied
that we haye no intention of consulting with anybody. If he had
nothing else to say, he nced not come and see me, In fact he did not
come, After sanctions, the non-recognition of the Erupire and all the
other miseries inflicted on us since 1935, do they expect to rebuild
Stresa in an hour, with Hannibal al the gates? Thanks to their policy,
tage. But in.the meantime we have acquired Abyssinia, ;

6 pm. Schuschnigg resigns and Seyss-Inquart takes his place. A
independent Austria no longer exists, '

Margu 12, At 9 last night Hesse asks to see me. 1 was eating
dinner at my office desk. ¥le is the bearer of & letter from Hitler to
Mussolini. We go together to the Palazzo Venezia. The lottér is
important—i contains #n explanation of what has hnppvne(l‘ nm‘l. n
precise declaration about the recognition of the Brenner as the frontier
of Ttaly. 'The Duce is pleased and tells Hesse to inform the Fahrer thay
Italy is following events with absolute calm., '

Girand Council. Balbo expredses fears for Trieste and criticizes the

proceedings of the Germans, Naturally he doey this behind the scenes -
<

and in wiispers, Mussolini speaks out at him, He says: ‘If we lad
elht million [talians on our frontiers, we should do just the same. At

lewst 1 should. T have in fact done it.’ He is thinking of the annexation
«of Fiume. 1 read the reports which prove the enthusiasin for the Naziy
S Udn Austrin, From Spain there is much good news, which is greeted by

L

©n

Prance and England have lost Austria, For us too it is not an advans
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“the Grand Council with cheers. After the session the Duce and 1
prepare the framework of a public announcement which the Grand
Council will approve,

"This morning I drafied it and the Duce passed it, Through Hesse we

" have asked Berlin for permission to publish the letier. It took several

A hours to get through to the Fithrer. He agrees, but asks for two passages

0 against Czechoslovakia to be suppressed, which is reasonable enough.

' Conversation with Perth. Minute made. T am left with the conviction

~ {hat Great Britain will accept what has happened with indignant

0 resignation. Conversation with the Duce and Hesse, Tn Germnany they
q.’: are delighted with our line of conduct,

i .\:,-!"f Lunch with the pirates—the Duce assembled at his table the stafl
. officers of the ships which conducted the piratical operations against
. the Reds. He made a brief address, praising the work of the Navy in

the Spanish war,

Maroui 13, Last night at the Grand Council 1 spoke briefly about
the events of the day and submitted the Order of the Day dealing with
Austria for approval.
To-day all is calm again, The fatal event has reached its conclusion.
It has not been pleasant for us-~fur from it. But one day the world will
realize that all this was inevitable, ‘The Duce says that one ambiguity
" has been removed from the map of Europe. And he enumerates three
1 others still in existence, which will, in his opinion, one after another
and in the following order, have to go 'the same way: Czechoslovakia, = 1
Switzerland, and Belgium. .
Cristich wanted to hear our views, 1 spoke frankly to him. Tadded
that, when I signed the Pact with Yuyoslavia on March 25 of Jast year, |
I was already thinking of all that has actually happened in the last few =
days, And 1 discussed the possibility at length with Stoyadinovich, +
T am now thinking of the second pact which we shall have to forge with &
Yugoslavia, which will unite the destinies of the two countries in the
common defence of er reipeetive worlds—but without altering our’ |
~ friendship with Germniy. 8o long as there are ¢ighty million Germang -
in the heart of Burope, for Rome and fur Balgrade German friendship
s u fatality, oppressive perhaps, but very real, One of these days--for 0
ohvious reaons nat 1o soon--Stoyadinovich and [ will have to have
a holiday at the sea o a little sttg-hunting together. . . -
In Spain we continue to ndvance rapicdly and victoriously. ﬂ";“‘_

Marotr 14 Good news from Spains~gur troopt are l"""“""”-“i“@; i
~with ineredible speed, g

Beck oumme 10 866 me on his way back from Naples. We discusend the, W8
gituation produced by the Ansohluss and confirmed overything we lad '"..:J
ginid in our conversation of March o. i
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3. s
Received Berger, who told me he has had instructions to hand overr-j;x;f‘.,-: ;
the Legation to Plessen.! On the pretext of bronchitis he is [?Oing to, SRvh”
! stay in Italy some weeks longer, he says. The truth is that he fears for L'\;-[D‘!
\ himself and his family. He was a Minister under Dollfuss and "&‘ﬁr‘!\
Schuschnigg, and it actually fell to him, as Minister of Justice, to sign = -
- the death warrant for the murderers of Dollfuss. Naturally he is still \k ¥
bowleversé by what has happened, but he recognizes the errors of the
federal Government, and above all he assures e that Schmidt intended
to betray everybody—including us. He says he will give me proof of = r
this. Berger too maintains that Italy could not have acted differently ==
—if a single Italian soldier had entered Austria, the whole population. + &
of the country, with the exception of the Jews, would have fired on us. {
1 soothed the anxicties of that presumptuous cretin, Rucggcr, who ;",*!‘t
told me he foresaw great danger for us and the rest of the universe. At i
I replied that our frontiers, the Brenner included, are defended not by
treatics but by the breasts of 45 million Ttalians. This  being so, we = (08

g have nothing to fear,
% Mancw 15 The Duce is preparing lis speech for the Chamber on ©
VN the Austrian problem, Tt is necessary, because the country was pretty

severely shaken and wants 1o hear what the Chiel has to say.
Conversation with Villani. I spoke again of the need for a policy

of stlll ¢loser ties with Hungary. .
: Gonversation with Perth, Minute made, On the whole things are
* going well, but T should be sorry if omr overwhelming advance in Spain \
- produced a renction against Chamberlain in England. Chamberlain, 4
' hinwell s inflexible. But he has alreidy been shaken by the accom-« +
. plishiment of the Angehluss, b 5 T R
S0 The Duce has read mie his speechi. Tr iy splendids «Mussolini at his &
L best, ‘ By
S0 Ararcw 16, Impatience to hiear the words of the Dyce filled the day, ’){
A magnificent speech, leaving a profound and decisive impression, with
incalculable echoes, The Dugy spuke with the natural flow r-f})nsuion,
4 times restrained and at times bursting forth, Seldom have I flived' S8
one of his speeches as 1 did to-day, The country has felt the touch of ¢ ﬁ",
Uiy whip, and pessimists are now skulking in fsolation. I ¢

All goes on very well in Spain- it may not be Jong now ‘“’fm‘t“"hﬂ o i
collapue sets in, There aré rumours, not verified, of assistance which' 45
. Yrance might be inclined to send at this eleventh hour-—rnen and air<
craft. 1 don't believe it. Nevertheless I have telegraphed ta Bcrhn,‘
sibying that, if this should happen, we showld resume our libeity of 05

b

Ty R
S action and interyene in lorce. ix for the visit of the G ':: 2y
".f\.'_-.;!;x I made meangements with Del Groix for the visit uf the German 40

i
(2 g o T ‘ i
."va.!"‘.ﬂ' ' Buron Joliain yvop Plosten, Counsellor at the Cievmio KEmbussy (v Rome "'h”
Wikgs i
A iy
]ﬁv’l‘l ‘r.‘
eI {
e i
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-combatants. In spite of the murnuring of the last few days they
will be given a good welcome. (i

MarcH 17. The Duce and 1 have recived a lot of li;onymous
Jetters in the last few days, varying in tone, but all against the Anschluss.
Now they are falling off, The Duce pointed out that they dll came from
Milan and that, on the contrary, he didn’t lye a simgle one fro  the
South at the time when the coasts of Sicily were threatehed by English
guns, He attributes this timidity to the wealth of the North. ‘A people
must be poor in order to be proud,’ he concluded.

T'he reaction to hiy speech in Germany is admirablé. The Fithrer
will speak to-morrow night and will solemnly confirm his friendship for
us and his pledges for our frontiers.

I received instructions from the Chiefl for the negotiations with
England. In principle he has accepted two formulas, with deferred
obligations, for Spain and for the recognitior: question, which should
ninke a swilt settlement possible, 1 believe it is important to hurry,
because the situation is fluid and 1 haven’t too much confidence in
Chamberlain’s position.

I told the Nuncio that in a conversation with Magistrati Goring
displayed a better attitude towards the Church and even spoke of a
general amnesty, For obvious reasons I should like, if it will be
possible, to promote such a rapprochement.

Wrote a letter o Attolico about the Anglo-Ttalian talks.

In Spain the offensive is going well.

Marcn 10, My thirty-fifth birthday. Half the journey. . ..

The Duce received the German ex-combatants. Their leader, the
Duke of Coburg,! is an insignificant man. A really unfortunate
physique-~which is enougth Lo prove that not all Germans are the gianty
deseribed by Tacitus, In Germany too, as I noticed during my visit
there, there ix a considerable percentage of midgets,

At the Chamber, with the Duce and Starace, we talked aboul Balbo
and mentioned eertuin instances of his behaviour. The Duce hates him,
He said he will make him end up where Arpinati® is. But, for that,
gossip is not enough-~we need an incident, a gcandal to catch hald of,
I asked Starace whether he had taken the hint, e said he had, and
thinks of using Consul-Cleneral Giannantoni.® I think vather of Muti 4

‘who is intelligent and rehable aud would do admirably to tip up

Balho.

i Leapold, Duke of Baxe-Cloburg, President of the Germal Agsotiation of ex-

Cormbntanis. A grandson of Queen Vietoria.
* Leandeo Arpirad, Under-Seergtary for thie Taterior, 192033 Subsequently con.
finedl s a political prisunor, :
¢ frtore Ginonantond, copmander of the Teramana fogion in the M{IN") on Rome,
¢ Litore Matl, Consul-General in the Fasoiet Millda, Secretary-Genoral of the

Fasaist Party, 198040,
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Taok leave of Berger. At least for the present, he is not going back
to Austria.
Conversation with Perth. Everything proceeds in good order.

MaAnrcH 19. Nicolas Franco is asking, in his brother’s name, for the py
Taranto* and two destroyers to be transferred, as he admits that the =
loss of the Balsares® has left the Nationalists in a position of inferiority
as regards naval forces. Discussion & frois with the Duce. I spoke =
against the idea—-it would be unpossible to conceal the transfer, which
would provoke a scandal and perhaps a disastrous change in the
situation with England. Chamberlain is much less strong than he was
ten days ago—we must not create new difficulties for him. The Duce
virtually agreed, while reserving for himself a more detailed study of
the question. [ believe that instead we might increase our air force in
the Balearic Islands and, if suitable, trans/er a submarine or two, which
would more casily evade the patrols. e

Franco is optimistic about the situation, though he doesn't believe
that the Red Republic will collapse like a house of cards. He foresées * 40

resistance in Catalonia and the necessity for action on the River Segre, 11
in order to deprive Barcelona of its electric power. iy
"The offensive was resumed to-night. No official news yet, but the = ==

most joyous hopes of success are encouraged by a dispatch, It is just
a year since I went through my worst day: Guadalajara. ‘_

I went back to the Duce again to settle the formulas for o
Palestine and Arabia, which are to be included in the agreement with =
Great Britain, Tt is absolutely necessary to safeguard our prestige and /
our position as regards the Arabs, i ‘Eﬁ

Mawcn 20, Talking to Grandi the othér day, T suid that the | % e
Luropean situation might perhaps nterfere with AnglosTmlian relas
tions. Sure enough this morning Perth handed me a note calling i s
attention to the mir raids on Barcelona and added that they ‘might
produce a state of opinion hostile to the continuation of the Anglo-
Italian negotiations. 1 veplied that operations are initiated by Franco,
not by us--we might, therefore, exercise a moderating illﬂlll.‘ll(‘.tt, but
we could make no promises, A8 Perth hinted at the possibility of® | 5
French intervention, I made it clear that we would immediately take =
very strong action, 'The truth about the air raids on Bareelona is thar
the orders for them were given to Valle by Mussolini in the Chamber
a few minutes belore he made his speech on Austria, Franco kiew
nothing about them, and asked yesterday that they should be suspended | |
for tear of complications abroad. Mussolini helieves that these air raidg
are an admirable way of weakening the morale of the Reds, while the §

* Taranto, an Ttalian eruiser,

N
" The Spanish Nationalist crus Buileares was torpedoed and gunk on. Mareh 6, AP
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‘toops are advancing in Aragon. He is right. He wasn’t very worried
when I informed him of Perth’s démarche. In fact he said he was
delighted that the Italians should be horrifying the world by their
aggressiveness for a change, instead of charming it by their skill at

- playing the guitar. In his opinion this will send up our stock in
Germany too, where they love total and ruthless war,
t In Spain the offcusive is making good progress—heroic and

victorious.
Al MaAnon 21, Approved the plans for the New York Exhibition.
. Our troops in Spain have balted on the positions they have reached,
1 in order to allow the Nationalists to join up on their flank and then
~+ push on with the offensive together,

No news from the other fronts.

1 have telegraplied to Germany to ask for a measure of clemency
for Neumann, the great Viennese Jewish scientist, who has been thrown
into prison by the Germans at the age of nearly eighty. His relcase
~ would be a humane gesture, which will cost little and produce very

3 fuvonrable reactions, I hope the Nazis are not being too heavy handed
in Vienna and in Austria in general, It would add to the difliculties of

the process of amalgaration, which is always pretty rough work. I

o was with us oo, with the Piedmontese and the Neapolitans. The

. Piedmontese used the strong arm. They said they meant to impose
even their errors of grammar. And in fact they suceeeded pretty
0 quickly in their intentions. Their toughest task was the repression of

'\ brigandage, which was a political rather than a social phenomenon,

' 'The measures they employed were expeditions—in some villages they
¢ shot the entire male population, beginning with the wmayor. i
L, Grandi telephones from London that there is a pretty Strong moves =
0 ment 1o imake trouble, but Chunberlain is remaining firn, 3

Ve

W 7,51 Maracn 22, We are being nsked now from too many quariers to St
"e’.\'_i(‘-fj? intervene I fayour of people arrested in Vienna by the Nazis. We '
g ‘Jh' must restrict ouy inteeventions, Fiest, in order not to assume a governess
1;.‘2.‘ attitude, which always aronges rescntiment. And mulso, in order not 1y
AR cheapen ou recormmendations, which would cease to have any ellect ¥

©if they were tou widely spread,
! Berlin has nsked for our agrément for Mackensen' and naturally we * 0
U haye given it at onee, I met him o Budapest and got a good fg.'u.

s

C 0 jmpression of him. Those who know him believe him to be ourd
ﬂ,.:!‘.)w;fﬁ‘iand. R "‘
| received the Party Misgion which is going (o Spain, They have np 0
.,:{ '}-> precise ideas of what they are to do. 1 recommended one thing J Q‘i;

) ! \! )

§ Hana Cinovg von Mackensan, Ambasadot iy Roine, 193843, Previously Minister 85 6
| Beeretary of State at ihe Foreign Ministry !
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Marcsa' 23, Nothing warthy of note. e
Conversation with Perth., He promises me a more precise statement =
on the various points under discussion for next Saturday. 7

Marcn 24. I said to Cristich, who is leaving for Yugoslayia, that .
a thousand reasons impelled me to make the Belgrade Pact-—to-day W
there are a thousand and one reasons for consolidating it. I want to
get together with Stoyadinovich. We might meet at the Venice Lido
~in July. doky
‘ The American Ambassador came Lo ask us to join in the formation '
of an international committee with the object of assisting the emigration by
of political refugees from Germany anll Austria. T replied that such !
a request was in conflict not only with our line of action in international
affairs, but with our political morality. Phillips was surptised at my «
reply. He sces the proposal in a humanitarian light, I only in a politi- - )

cal, The abyss of incomprehension between s and the Americans 13 ©
2t

' growinyg steadily deeper.
Wysocki thanked me in Beck’s nawme for our attitude during the
* crisis between Poland and Lithuania. I replied that we disinterested
~ vurselves in the fate of Lithuania, because the problem does not con-
cern s, We relused to put pressure on the Warsaw Government, T said,
because we know from vur own expericnce how intolerable governess

| Bovernments are, that is (o say governments which always feel obliged
. totell you that your actions will creite this ot that impression. Finally,
. we are friends of Poland, and it is our babit to back up our fiends,
. simply because they are our friends, even when they ave in the wrong, =

% But this, I added, is not the case, . . . M vy SO
L Maran 25, Long conversation with the Hungarian Mindster. He ) |

‘(" wanted to know what diplomatic instrument we intend to put in che ‘~\'MJ‘}‘
1 ‘place of the Rome Protocols, between Ttaly and his country. [ haven't } k )
Vi thought about it yet, but the guestion does not appear difheult, How- ’x-“'\_:“.__‘
i ever, we must not be in teo much of a hurry, in order not to alarm the \
P ’ s 2 . P ) R T
U0 Germiany unnecessarily, My advice to him was that Bmlupc‘?t nhou‘ld ,'~e;}{*ﬁﬂ-.
“ form stronger ties with Belgrade, Kanya must overcome his hostile
i rejucices against the Sexbs. The Ballplatz mentality of 1914 vannoy
A K, allowed to linger on in the Budapest of 1948, .
RS The Chinese would like to entrust me personally with the task of
‘,:",.'\hv,,,(,d,m;“g in the Japancse war, T must tread very carefully, 1t is a
“ 0 diflcult undortaking, perhaps impossible, What iy certain is that, if i
succeeded, it would send our prestige in the Far Bast leaping up to

ke diL S

S inaceessible heights,

S Cantilo hias feft. He has not been our friend as Amibagsador=-1 do
o '

I a)ﬁ'?' i
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not know whether he will be as Foreign Minister. He is a democrat,
a League man, a fathead—in fact a League man because he is a
fathead. He is worth precious little but full of presumption. He is, in
short, a perfect Argentino.

MARGH 26. A report from Jacomoni on the situation in Albania.
Our penetration is becoming steadily more intense and more organic,
The programme which I traced after my vigit is being carried out
without a hitch. 1 am wondering whether the general situation—-parti-
cularly the Andchluss—does not permit us to take a step forward
towards the more and more complete domination of this country,
shich will be ours. It scems that Belgrade is anxious for a military
alliance—Albania might well be the price of it.

I talked to Nicolas Franco about our aid for 1938. They want a
billion lire’s worth of goods, payment to be mostly in kind and very
problematical. We must keep our tempers. We are giving our blood
for Spain—do they want more?

The new Belgian Ambassador! handed me a copy ol his credentials,
addressed to the King Emperor, 1 was very friendly, partly on account

« of this political gesture he was making. He is a great mountain of a
man, with a slight imp, rather verbose. Not unsympathetic at frst
gsight, 1f T had to put him into one of the two categories into which

Baudelaire divided the Belgians—the guzzlers and the obscene—~1

' ghould chioose the first.
_ Honversation with Perth, We aré advancing laboriously, very
. laboriously. Nevertheless, we are advancing. 1 made a Minute of the
.| conversation,

] I have asked the Holy Sce not to make difficulties about King Zog's

marriage-~his bride is a Catholic.

Marci 2y, Libohova, the Albaman Foreign Minister, brought me.
the official invitation to act as witnese at King Zog's marriage.

Uiy With the Duce | made a thorough examination of the various points
Wand.  in the Anglo-Italian agreement, on the basis of the results reached in
o yesterday's conversation. By and laige the gituation 15 fairly satis-
factory, and we ¢an go ahead. In fact to-day I was able to satisfy Perth |

‘ﬁ'f\. on a number of poinw, lncluding the ¢vacuation of our forces irom
Sl Libya at the rate of 1,000 men a week until the two Army Clorps are
o reduced (o peace suength, guarantees for the departure of all our,
v golunteers from Spain at the end of the war, and an formaziond
¥ &«‘ - Diplomatica favour of Chatnberlain, ‘Lhere stll remain nuneroys
L0 formulas to be settled, above all ihat relating to the recognition of
the Bmpive, 1 Uiere are no unexpected obstacles, I think we should
e able to sign the agreement between April 10 and 20, |
‘f' L Gonrite Andeé de Kerchove de ieuterghen, !
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MARCH 27, 19538

acroplane of French make, but with no number and camou-
flaged, crashed into a mountain near Iglesias! last night. Presumably
it was coming from Spain and going in the direction of Rome, which
suggests some sort of demonstration on the part of the Spanish Reds,
I told Perth about it, adding that any action of this kind would be the
signal for war, :

In Spain the advance, resumed yesterday, is proceeding slowly on
account of strong enemy resistance.

MarcH 28. In the morning, celebration of the Festival of the Air
and presentation of the medals for valour.

Then a general survey of Anglo-Italian relations with the Duce
during our conversation at the Palazzo Venezia. He is satisfied with
the progress of the negotiations and has waved the green flag for me to
go ahead. In a short time we shall be able to clinch,

Ansaldo tells e that the anti-Anschluss agitation at Leghorn was

originated and kept going by the Jews.
In Spain the Spaniards are going well and we more slowly—we have

drawn the larger enemy concentration against our troops.

Maraon 29, The Duce has asked that the final conversation before
the signing of the agreement with London shall take place at the
Palazzo Venezia. That will serve to indicate that the conclusion is at
hand.

Perth thanked me for the decision about the partial withdrawal of
our forees from Libya, He asked that it should not be made public yet,
as his Government wants to reserve it for the moment of the conelusion
of the agreement, in order to produce the maximum eflect, We reached
agrecment concerning Palestine, Arnbia, the native troops, and other
minor guestions. Only theee or four points are still unsetdded. We may
perhaps sign betore April 10, which would be u good thing, as we don’t
want the signature (o take place too near the Fihrer's visit,

Conversation with the Japanese Ambassador-.general survey., He
personally seeims very plmm-»! at the progress made in the talks with

Perth,

Aprirn1.? Nothing worthy of note in Rome.

In Spain the victory of the l('{;iul.u.trir's takes on more and more of
a strategic character. [t is compromising, perhaps decisively, the Reds'

chances of resistance.
The question of the Marshals of the Empire® has had
It seems that there has been talk at the Palace of the

lglowing, in Bardinia. The acraplane wax in faet a French nulitary maching which
hail Jost its W W e a foge while on a flight lom Maison Blanche in Algeria, to Biverra,
3 784 g ; wrin milssing fi ary
' The leaf for March go and g1 mising from the diary, :
- Zttms of the Chamber, & new rank, Mahal of th

$On March g0, st a special 8 : (
Btarire. was oreated and confored on (e King and Museolink

ArRIL 2,
repercussions
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" thing being illegal. Mussolini got the Council of State to give an

opinion—-all perfectly legal. He passed this on to the King with a very
curt letter. He said to me: ‘T am'fed up. 1 do the work and he does the
signing. I am disappointed that what you did on Wednesday should
turn out to be perfect from the legal point of view.” I replied that at
the first opportunity we shall be able to go further. The opportunity
will certainly come when the respectable signature of the King has to
be replaced by the less respectable signature of the Prince, The Duce
nodded and added quietly, ‘When Spain 15 finished, we shall talk about
that. . . . And Spain will be finished one day. To-day the Red front
has collapsed again. Gandesa has been occupied by the legionaries,
Tortosa is the next objective. Once we get there, the Reds will be split
in two and we shall have broken the back of their resistance.

I told Sparano, the Brazilian Commercial Attaché and a friend of
Vargas, to inform his President, whom he will shortly sce in Rio de
Janciro, that we should have liked to see more Fascist courage on the
part of the new Governient, A revolution does not consalidate itself
by beginning to retreat.

Conversation with Perth.: We have mide striking progress. In
principle we have agreed to sign on Thursday 14th or Monday 18th. | "
| should like it to be Thursday r4qth, which is Maundy Thursday. 1
gigned the Belgrade Pact on Maundy Thursday and it has been a £

PUCCESS,

ArRril. 4. A long talk with the Duce about relations with Germany, =
In South Pyrol propapanda of a kind which we cannot tolerate is &
continuing, The 212,000 Germans there are getting too uppish and |

]

there is even talk of a frontier at Ala or Salorno. I advised the Duce 1o 2

tulk (o the Fuhrer about i, The anti-Geruan current in Ttaly, o

fomented by the Catholics, the Masons, and the Jews, is strong and
becoming steadily stronger, If the Germans liehave imprudently in 4
Southy Tyrol, the Asis tiay at any moment be blown sky high. We &
tnust give thein a hint shout the desirability of their veabsorbing their
nationald, Geographieally South Tyrol is Italian torvitory and, ag we
can't chiange the position of mountaing or the course ol rivers, the lncn‘ﬁ:f‘.ﬁv;r,’
will have 1o move. LY
‘Che Duce has virtuslly wld me o go ahead with the agreement with
London on the basis settled with Perth. Publie opinion will welegiue ‘ .
it with immease enthugiasm, partly because it is geon as 8 possibile way 1
of disengaging ovrselves fom Berlin, 0,
In Spain the offensive of the legiunaries continues to sweep all N}\
{ :'P

Letore it,

'y
Avurr ¢ 1 put Tertzzi in the picture of the agreement with ¥ L
London, in so far as it concernia the Ciolonies, MRS

I,
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Made arrangements with Jacomoni for my forthcoming visit to
Tirana. I have asked that, if possible, the King should come and meet
me when I arrive. We must gradually underline the protectorate
element in our relations with Albania.

I gave miy approval in principle to a plan for the new Ministry

building in the Piazza Barberini. It must be worthy of the Mussolini «

cra and of the role it will have to play—the Imperial Ministry.

‘The Turkish Ambassador and the Greek Minisier announced to me
their formal recognition of the Empire. I accepted the announcements
calimly, without any profuse thanks. They have waited too long.

In a speech at Graz the Fithrer has hinted at the possibility that the
new frontiers may not be regarded as military frontiers. The Duce
noted this with pleasure. If this were so, it would be a highly politic
gesture on the Fiher's part, which would do much, in Italy, Yugo-
slavia, and Hungary, to win back the sympathy he has lost by the
brusque effectuation of the Anschluss.

Apr1i 5, Stayed at home in the morning with bad tonsillitis.
Buffarini came to see me. He told me that yesterday the Queen, after
severely criticizing Professor Bastianelli for his medical work, pro-
nounced these words: ‘Get rid of him, Make him a Marshal too, if you
like, but get rid of him.” Which proves that the Duce’s becoming &
Marshal of the Empire has not yet been swallowed at the Palace. I was
right in saying it is a question we have not heard the last of. There is
more to come, Bullarini also told me that many shopkeepers are
refusing to display the Fiihrer's portrait. This is a symptom of a deeply
rooted attitude,

Conversation with Perth, We are waiting for a reply from London

un four points of minor importance, and then we shall have reached
agreement. We shall be able to sign on Maundy Thursday or Baster
Monday. h
Bitlow-Schnant
for Hitler's visit.
In Spain we have met una
shall get through.
\n article in the Jownal des Nations has made the Duce
about the possibility of the League Council'y
ormula thai every state ought 1o be at liberty
He thinks that in fact the Council will tike
femonstration of the power of the League,

¢! was very favourably impressed by the preparations

xpected vesistance bulore T'ortosa. But we

Arrin O.
oven more sceptical
aceepting Chamber Jain's {
16 recognize the Fanpire,
this apportunity to make a ¢

Jiklow-Schnasia, First Secretary uh the Gertnan Exbusy,
itler was photoyraphed, with ludioroun keinlts,
erformunce at the San Curlo Opern
and dismissed

U Dankward Christian von 1

Me wus in trouble a fow Weeka later. k
wasling evening dress and a top hat alter & g‘?‘" P
Ao N.q.\'fl'u Bilow-Schnante wes held reaponsible
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surnmon Tafari! to Geneva, and postpone any decision. This would
shake Chamberlain’s position, if it didn’t actually overthrow him. I
immediately conferred with Perth. He was not at all disturbed. He
said that every eventuality has been foreseen. The English Government
will not ask for a decision, for which unanimity is required, but simply
for a recommendation, which may be made by a majority. As for
Tafari, he will not be able to face the problem of the verification of his
credentials. Perth said that, even if they were likely to meet with a
refusal at Geneva, Chamberlain will not stop half-way. I reporied to
the Duce, who told me to proceed with the negotiation.

Starace talked to me at length on the question of the Marshals. He
100 is of the opinion that the crisis between the régime and the
Monarchy has now opened. We agreed on certain general principles.
He advised me to he careful with Buffarini, who talks rather too much,
with no evil intention, perhaps, but certainly imprudently.

Stff Spanish resistance in the neighbourhood of Tortosa. The Duce
has telegraphed to the air force in the Balearic Islands for an attack in
force on the back areas of the Spanish troops. Franco doesn’t want air
raids on cities, but in this case the game is worth the candle.

Aprit 7. I gave Gentizon* some information about the Pact with
London. Gentizon Lbehaved well during the war, and always shows
understanding towards us,

I'he Duce informed me that the King wanls to send a royal mission,
headed by the Duke of Spoleto,® to be present at Zog’s marriage.
Evidently they are trying to dig their heels in. It is tiresome, because
it was unexpected and because lirana is not London and to keep this
great, boozy Spoleto creature in order is not easy, But 1 saw that the
Duce wants to aveid a row, and I immediately gave the orders to
Jacomoni, who received them with reluctance, In any case the King’s
representative will have a second-class reception by comparison with
the Duce’s representative.

Long conversation with Antoneseu,* Roumanian ex-Foreign Minise
wr. He is something like Zacconi,® rather younger and rather thinner.
iIe said nothing which particalarly struck me. He is pro-French, with
many reservations about the Jewish Blum Government. He is anti-
Russian, nnli»(‘i/.(‘(’.ll, wiel at heart also anti-Polish. He talks a lot about
Latinity-—a theme which one often hears on the lips of those whose

1 Ras Talari was the name by which Haile Selnssie was kndwn hefure Lo becamg
Negas (King) i 1gat

# Paul Genizon, Rome correspondent of Le Tempy, Military correspondent during
thie Abymsinian War, :

"| Ainione of Savoy, younger brother of the Duke of Aospa and coutii of the King of
Ly,

‘){/i(’wr Antoneseu, Fareign Minister, 1936-7,

o Jiymote Zacconl, & well-known Thdian acior
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vn Latinity is open to question. He would like an understanding with

us, particularly now, after the Anschluss. That is our intention also,
but they must first get over the Hungarian hurdle by making an
agreement about the minorities in Transylvania.

ApriL 8. Almost reached home to-day with Perth. Except for two
or three details the whole complex of agreements is ready. Perth
suggests that we sign on Easter Saturday. It seems that this will please
Halifax, as it is his birthday. All very romantic. . . .

From Spain Gambara reports a disagreement between our command
and the Spaniards. The ath disagreement. . . . The Spaniards may be
partly responsible, but our men are not altogether blameless. So often
they show a stubborn, provincial intolerance, which can only be
explained by the ignorance of the world of most Italian officers, In
any case I told the Duce that there is no nced to be alarmed, because
this i¢ net our first experience of Colonel Gambara's telegraphic
excesses. Although the march of the legionaries has been slowed down,
on the whole things are going well in Spain.

APriL 9. In fact there has been no sequel to Gambara’s telegram,
Berti telegraphs that the situation 1s unchanged. The Reds are clinging
to their last line of resistance before being split in two. According to
a telegram from Magistrati in Berlin, Franco has asked the Germans
to withdraw their volunteers. No request of the kind has been made to
us. On the contrary, Berti is asking for goo new officers to replace
losses, and in defiance of all agreements they will leave on Thursday.

Perth and 1 settlod the last poinds in suspensé.  The linal conversation
will be tosmorrow.,

The new German Ambassador, von Mackensen, came to see me.
1 have known him {or some time, Schooled by the experience of his.

predecessor, he said to me that the whole success of his mission will
depend on the confidence which I shall place in him, At thc'momc-nt
I am prepared to trust him. If he behaves wcll-. I shall trust hizn move.
And naturally viee versa. I gave him a very friendly reception, and to
enable him to atart ofl by sonding a ‘goad telegram®—a thing infinitely
dear to the heart of the career official-—I gave him some unpublished
details of the Anglo-Ttalian agreement. '

Villani 18 going to Budapest. Tsaid to him that it is our inlrnunnv that
within a short time our relations with Flungary thall be defined,
,and harmonized with the rest of owr policy,

Apian 10, Another conversation with Perih—possibly the last. We
4 ” Y ol 2 “
thay perhaps see ecach other once raore for the final polishing of the

tightened

agresment, ; ) B N
is good-—complete, solid, harmonious. 1 heheve it really will be able

1o serve as the Mundation for the new friendship between Italy and

but without giving any publicity to the meeting, The Pact |

L,
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i ddreat Britain, Particularly important is the -document concerning
" Arabia. It has been very hard work to- obtain’ this kind of parity of
position between us and the English. .

Otherwise nothing worthy of note.

AprriL 11. Agreed with the Duce that Perth and I shall come to the
Palazzo Venezia for the final conversation on Thursday next at 5 p.m.
The Duce is pleased. I see this myself and even more is it confirmed
by the King, who this morning at the signature congratulated me on
the terms of the agreement, on the basis of the information given him
by the Duce. ; i

. Berti telegraphs that to-day our troops are preparing bases for a new
attack. Let us hope this one will reach the sea.

Saw Cobolli' about the plans for the new Ministry building. People
are being very obstructive, but Cobolli and T hope to be able to build

.in the area Piazza Barberini-Via Veneto-Via Sistina.

Long conversation with Bocchini, who believes that the signature of

the Pact with England will make a tremendous splash.

Avrit 12. Nething worthy of note.

\ Clonversations with Medici del Vascello and Buffarini.
\

. APRIL 18, Comi)lﬂcd the agre¢ment with Perth. There were two

or three points still unsettled. T gave him general assurances and in the

evening, to get things finished, I went to the Palazzo Venezia. 1 found

Cthe Duce leaving, I drove with him to the Villa Torlonia and he

_approved of my views on the various points. Then I telephoned to
Perth to give him confirmation. To-morrow we visit the Palazzo
Venezia, On Saturday at 6.90 p.m, we sign at the Palazzo Chigi,

The seope of the agreement is vast—it is the beginning of a new era

in our relations with Great Britain. Friendship on a footing of ¢quality
«~the only kind of friendship we can accept, with London or with
anybody else,

Arein 14. The Duce greeted Lord Perth with a trace of ill humour.

They have met occasionally at the theatre recently, but he had not

- recerved him at the Palnzzo Venezia since the time of sanctions. Then

_ he thawed. He read the texts of the agreements and gave his approval,

" Lord Perth, from a seruple of conscience, said that, when the question
L of recognition comes up at Geneva, Halifax will not repudiate the
¢ English policy of sanctions but will ask for a modified policy to meet

L the new sitwation. The Duce replied that that doesn’t worry him in
7 the least——he i only interested in the practical results, It would be
booddsh to expect England to put on sackeloth and ashes. On the

v contrary, he suggested burning incense to the memory of Eden, To

il his memory, be it noted, . . .
s ! Cdusappe Cobolll-Gigh, Minisier of Public Yorks,
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‘The Duce was pleased. With to-day’s ceremony the Abyssinian
enterprise is really concluded—concluded with an imperial agreement,
due primarily to the iron tenacity of a man who believed and willed,
alone, against the whole world, and often against many of his followers.

Amery,* a lively little English politician, talked to me about the
situation. He is pleased at the agreement. He says that, if it had
happened six months ago, it would bave saved Austria. Now he regards
the situation of Czechoslovakia too as desperate. He says that French
intervention would have feeble results, like throwing stones at a lion
engaged in eating a man—you annoy the lion and you don’t save the
man,

Signed an important commercial agreement with France. 1 kept out
any note of exaggerated political optimism from the comnmuniqué,

Arrir 15. I handed Mackensen the texts of the agreements with
London. At the same time I underlined that there will be no change as
regards the Axis. 1 also said that no particular importance should be
attributed to the visit of Hore-Belisha.?

I have instructed Gayda® to write an article making it clear in
becoming terms that the negotiations with London began before the
Anschluss took place.

A long conversation with Cristich, back from Belgrade, on the situa-
tion resulting from recent events. I made a Minute of the conversation,
‘The most important point is that Stayadinovich intends to concert and
harmonize his policy with ours, in so far as concerns the possibility of
4 German attack on Czechoslovakin with the support of Hungary and
Poland. Quite rightly, he doesn’t want to get mixed up in anything
of the kind.

The Egyptians are asking for the same assurances as the Lnglish
about the waters of Lake Thana. The ministries arc raising many objec-
tions. 1 believe we ought to consent. In the first place, becduse in
practice it means nothing, and also because it is right to do u thing
Which helps to estrange Cairg from London, \

g pm. | receive news that the Nationalists have reached the
Mediterranean, and inforin the Duce,

ArPRrr1 16, The Duce agrees with me about the Tsana, and we have
given onr consent. The Pact is complete and ready lor signature,

The French Chargé d'Affaires<~France is the vanquished country
of the moment- asked urgently for an interview, Y«fry‘mub.arras?cd,
he read a long message from his (:‘nvcrnmcm.nsklng lrfv' .dll‘(‘l'lsxlon‘l
with us before Geneva, There is just a touch of blackmail in this---an

1.8 Amery, M.P. Secretary of Stale for Tindia, 19405,
s Leslie Hore Belisha, Secretary of State for War, 1937400 I AT
Virginio suyda, editor of 1 Gionale d’ltalia and mouthpiece of the Fascigt régime,

Killed in an air rajd on Rome in March 1944

L
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ndeclared threat to oppose the British move in favour of recognition.
I thanked Blondel for the communication and reserved my reply until
I should confer with the Duce. Frauce too has had a knock-out
blow now.

I handed the Japanese Ambassador the text of the agreement and
assured him of the solid nature of our sentiments for his country. Japan
was our friend in difficult times. We shall not forget.

At 6,30 p.m. the Pact with England was signed. Lord Perth was
moved. He said to me: ‘You know how much I have wanted this
roment to come.’ It is true-—Perth has heen a friend. Witness dozens
of his reports, which aré¢ in our hands, I'here was an atmosphere in
the room of electric tension discharged. Many photographers and
journalists. Then came the Egyptian Minister. 'L'he English treated
him with great respect, because in the last phase of the negotiations
Fgypt has been rebelling against British tutelage and wanting to speak
for herself. A crowd collected outside the Palazzo Chigi and shouted.
Perth was cheered when he left. On the way to the Palazzo Venezia
my car was surrounded and T was given an enthusiastic demonstration,
The Duce was pleased. He praised me and said that he means to praise
me in public. Meanwhile the crowd had arrived at the Piazza Venezia,
g0 he showed himself on the balcony.

Then we got down to work. We examined the French request and
decided to make a favourable reply.

ApriL 17, At 1o am, Lreceived von Mackensen and informed hini
of the French move and of our decision. 1 handed him a copy of the
memoranduimn left by Blondel and emphasized that we have consistently
repulied all overtures aimed at transforming the conversations with
France into tripartite talks. With the Gerinans one always has to be
laying the ghost of Stresa. They are so afraid of it that they are tempted
to see it rise everywliere.

At the same time, things are not going well between us and our
German friends in South Tyrol, Since the Anschluss the Germans
there have been asserting themselves too much, with a steacly increase
of irredentist demonstrations which we cannot continue to tolerate,

i Prudence suggests prompt action, since certain agitations must be
] stifled al birth, in order that they may not be allowed 10 develop and
¥ ) reguire more drastio intervention. Ouly yesterday there was a wjore
serious Incident at Lasa, in which firg-arms weve petually used. All

this, om the eve of the Fiihrer’s visit, is serious.

1 wid the Duce that I should like on my own behalf to call Goring's
attention (o this situation, 1 have prepared @ letter to Magistrati,
which T shall show ta the Chiel (oamorrow. I he RERCEs, I shall seng it,

[t iy not enough for the German Goyerament (0 disinterest iwelf in ¢
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the question and to repeat that our common frontiers are inviolable
—they must take action. They must repudiate the professional agita-
tors. They must follow our example in Dalmatia. Propaganda ceased
and the Belgrade Ract flourished beyond all expectations,

ArriL 18. Aymard® expounded to me the programme for a review,
Audace, which he intends to launch as soon as possible, and asked me
for our financial assistance, to the extent of 200,000 lire {or the first year.

The Duce approved of my letter to Magistrati. Meanwhile there
have been fresh incidents and we have evidence in our possession which
sugpests that the authorities, possibly the minor authorities, know what
is going on. This danger to the Axis must be sterilized from the very
beginning. Otherwise we shall have serious complications, In lis
presentation visit to the Duce, Mackensen said that the Fithrer had
decided to take radical measures against the agitators, Let him do so.
He must certainly know the names of the individuals at the head of the
irredentist activities in South Tyrol, just as we knew those of the leading
agitators in Dalmatia. A hint from him and the whole agitation will
cease, "These Germans are indeed going too far—-and not only in
Europe. 1 had a talk with the Brazilian Ambassador to-day, as I
wanted to put in a plea for our colonial institutions there. They are in
fact preparing a law against foreigners in Rio, simply as a result of the
excesses of the German community in Santa Caterina,  Asg far ay
concerns us, I was given ample assurances. But is it really a physical
necessity for these Tentons to exasperate the whole human race until
it forms a coalition against them? They must take care~-that might
happen once again, and this time the retribution would be much more.
serious than it was in 1614,

ApriL 10, 1informed Blondel that we can begin conversations. On
oy side there is no particular subject to be discussed except ‘the recog-
nition of the Empire  We are thevefore waiting to hem: t.lu' I'rench
agenda, before making obervations and ‘prop(-)s:lls'. Ufmﬂlmully 1 told
Blonde] that the Fren h press showdd rvh'au_l hnn! Saying !.hut all Ih;.fl
has happened and s happening hu.s thf‘ QI)J.('ct of wcull(t'mng the Axis

(hat is untrue and it only results in stiflening our position,

The Duce too is concerned about reactions in “t‘l‘l?l\u)’ :}nd :J«m?m't
want the paurparlers with l"m'm.(f to he m,u..lfldt:d l‘)clux'f:.Hlllr'r 3 Visit,
It will be casy to zu'rmﬁu a ln;l«i ;fl'szrl‘f"l""”sm'" my visit to Albania,

: ’ .. will be uselul for this purpose,
Sll}("l:;tg}1‘::;;}::&3’hu;:. recognized the Tmpire, S0 has Brazil, but with
a formmula which 14 neither fish, flesn, nor fowl-—I have alveady asked

for it 1o be modified. \
Triwmphal progress in b|‘mm~~hf"
1 Clamille Aymard, a Freneh journalist,

a bold move Gambara has taken
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ttosa in the rear and folded up the resistance of the Reds. The
collapse should be not far ofl, and the initiation of conversations with
France must help to discourage the Barcelona Government, abandoned
by all to its inevitable fate. The Duce has telegraphed to Berti and
to Franco.

Aprin 20. I told the Prince of Hesse to speak to Goring in my name
about the situation in South Tyrol, which is becoming morc and more
unpleasant, Hesse was impressed by my exposition of the facts and
gaid that he will intervene at once.

The Duce has been made furiously angry, and with reason, by the
bad behaviour of some farmers from Bari who were being entertained
in the Party House in Munich—they even relieved themselves on the
stairs. A diggisting incident, likely to lower us to an unbelievable extent
in the opinion of the Germans, The Chief said that our people must be
imbued with a loftier national ideal, without which they cannot embark
on the work of colonizing the Empire, He let fly at the ‘sons of slaves’,
adding that if they had distinctive physical markings, he would exter- !
minate them all, in the certainty of rendering a great service to Italy
and to humanity.

In the afternoon I took Amery to sce the Chief. There was nothing
particularly important in the conversation, Amery talked about
Italy, England, and Czechoslovakia, and about economic questions.
He would like the most favoured nation clause to be suppressed and
a preferential arrangement between European countries to take its

place.
Conversation with Piccio.) Flandin® intimates that he is prepared,
if we wish, to be a candidate for the Rome Embassy. oty |
Phillips was delighted with the agreement with London. I gave him
some information about the talks with France.

Avnir 21, Monelli’ gave me a report on the rapid change of public
opinion in Paris, 1t seems that, with the exception of the Quai d'Orsay,
whicli is as hostile as ever, the whole country is anxious for agrecment
with Ltaly. 1

The Duce talked to me about the state of the frontiers, He has

1 prepared a nientorandum, of which he is going te send me a copy. He

g intends, quite rightly, o seal the frontiers with Germany hermeticolly
g ~and the frontiers with Yugoslavia semi-hermetically, because he
U believes in the possibility of a Slay-German alliance baged on v comman

B8 ircedentism, 1 do not believe this, The Germans are haterl, or at least
feared, in Yugoslavia. But I agree about taking precautions in that

. ¥ » . A Y T
direction too, as Yugoslavia might be invaded by the Germans. 'There

3 Ciéneral Piero Ruggero Picoio, Ale Attaché at the ltalinn Embasy in Pacy,
9 Pierre Biering 1ldndin, former French Prive Minister and Foreign Minister.

i S Paglo Monelli, sn Lalian journubist,



APRIL 21, 1998

must, however, be some plain speaking with Belgrade, and we must
see if we can’t arrange an understanding of a military nature straight
away.

Conversation with Mackensen in the afternoon. Ispoke to him about
the restrictive measures taken by the Reich in Austria, particularly the
abolition of the special tarifl for Trieste and the order for the declara-
tion by foreign residents of their foreign securities. All this, on the eve
of the Fiihrer’s visit, cannot help but exacerbate people-—the Germans
must not forget that the Anschluss was a shock to many Italians.
Mackensen saw the point and will do what he can. He also asked me
about the situation in South Tyrol. I gave him only a brief explanation,
as 1 do not want to deal with this question, which is of an internal
nature, through diplomatic chanuels.

APRriy a2, Buflarini, Farinacci, Bottai.

Conversation with Blondel, who handed me the French proposals
for discussion. I asked for time and reserved my reply undl I should
confer with the Duce, I observed, however, that there was one point
on which we should find it difficult to agree: the French reservations on
he section of the Anglo-Italian agreement dealing with the Red Sea.

It is clear thai the Quai d'Orsay is alarmed at the idea of a condomi-
nium in the Red Sea and would like to be included in the arrangement,

Mussalini had just received Nicolas Franco when I saw him. He
seemed displeased with the French proposals and said that the reply
will have to be put off until my return from Tirana—-which will be
conveniently délayed. Nothing must be done until the Fithrer’s visit
is over,

I yeceived the fivst Envay Extraordinary of Manchukuo, He goes
about with an interpreter, as he does nat kiow a word of any foreign
language,

Arrir 23. Council of Ministers. .

The Duce showed me a very recent Leipzig pub‘licx\.tion, in which
the question of Seuth Tyrol is agitated agsu’n'und offensive lx_lug‘u.'tgc is
wsed about the Italian mountain population. He was md‘gmm.t.
These Germans, he said, ‘will compel me to swallow the bitterest pill
of niy life. 1 inean the VFrench pill.’ ;

Lunch with Hore-Belisha, followed by a conversation d 'Ir‘f»v\ nt the
Paluazzo Venezia, chicfly on technical military matters, The Duce
¢xpounded his theories on the strcn_qrh' of the l)ﬂll;lllul‘l, motorization,
and the war of maneuvre, Hore-Belisha was full of praise for our
military (raining and, like a wood Jew, was as humble a¢ could be
about bis own activities, He asked the Duce whr:thc'r he thought
there was any imminent danger of war. The Duce said No. Hore-

Belisha thinks there is,

gl



Conversation with Tatarescu.® A big man, who speaks perfect
French and has a more subtle intellect than his appearance suggests.
Like all Roumanians, he fears the consequences of the Anschluss, all
the more as he thinks it possible that Hungary may become a satellite
the Greater Reich. I was very reserved, as I always am with loquacious
types.

Received the Yugoslav Naval Mission.

APRIL 24. Another long talk with the Duce about the South Tyrol
question. Goring's veply has arrived, by way of Magistrati, but it does
not seem to me very explicit.

Later the Duce telephoned to me. ‘1 have clarified my ideas on the
subject,” he said. ‘If the Germans behave well and are obedient Italian
subjects, T shall be able (o encourage their culture and their language.
If, on the other hand, they hope to move the frontier post one single
yard, they must learn that it can’t be done without the most bitter war,
in which T shall combine the whole world into a coalition against
Germanism. And we thall crush Germany for at least two centuries.”

The Brazilian Ambassador announced to me the official recognition
of the Eupire. He was anxious to connect this step with the new laws
against the activities of foreigners in Brazil, in order to prove that these
laws are not directed against us.

Von Mackensen assured me of Germany's perfect goodwill for a
discussion and settlement of our problems with regard to the Anschluss.

Mussolini’s opinion of Hore-Belisha is definitely unfavourable.

ArriL 25 Journey to Tirana. The usual popular demonstration
——double-barrelled, for me and for the Duke of Bergamo.® Keception
at Court, 1 met the Queen,® who is charming and has already learni
to smile as & sovereign should, and also the royal princesses.

ApriL 26. Conversation with the King and a reception. It is
impottant that the King should have come in person to pay e 4 visit
at Libohova's house, The significance of this breach of etiquette must
be obvious to all,

Arrit 27, The wedding—the ceremony passed ofl with more
digmity than one might have expected. The Queen wis .mdi.'ml, the
King actually appeared moved, the courtiers were o1 their toes. The
populace remained indiffercnt and even seemed, by contrast, more
ragged than usual.

Avrrn afl, Visited Tialian interests, { »
Conversation with the King at Durazzo in the alternoon. Of thig
UG, Tataresco, Rovmenian Prime Minister, 1994 (9 Decamber 147

¥ Adalberto of Stvoy-Genon, o covsin of the King of Tty
b Countess Creraldine Apponyi; a Hungarian.

-
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and of my other conversations, and also of my impressions and inten-
tions, I shall draft a memorandum for the Duce. I leave Albania more
firmly convinced than ever of the need for a radical solution.

ApRiL 29. Came back on the Bande Nere. All the way from Bari to
Rome the local inhabitants greeted me enthusiastically at the stations,

Aprir go. I gave the Duce an account of my visit to Albania. I shall <
sum up my impressions in a report. But he agreed at once about the
necessity for a radical solution and said that, so long as we get Albania,
he is prepared even to have a war. I handed him a magnificent speci-
men of copper ore from the mines at Alessio, with the words ‘Here are
the Carthaginian figs.’

Berti has sent a report on the situation in Spain. The Duce, after
summing things up, gave this directive: the corps of volunteers is to
remain in Spain as a proof of Italian solidarity, but it will not be
employed in any more operations on a large scale. Only in exceptional
cases may permission be given for the employment of a particular
detachment. The volunteers will leave Spain at the end of the war, or
if and when ‘non-intervention’ makes some decision.

I resumed the negotiations with Blondel and found him very concilia-
tory. He agrees on the impossibility of reaching a conclusion before
the Fithrer’s visit and has accepted almost all my remarks,

I had a short talk with Perth, in connexion with the wisit of the
French Ministers to London. The results have been communicated to
Grandi by Halifax.

Another long conversation with the Duce, in which 1 gave him an
account of my activities of to-day. We laid the foundations lor a pact
of mutual respect to be proposed to the Germans during the forth-
coming visit, 2 pact which would give some actuality to the Axis, now
that the questions specified in the Protocols of October 1946 may be
reparded as exhausted.
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MAY I, 1938-SEPTEMBER 30, 1938
THE CRISIS OVER, CZECHOSLOVAKIA

Ciano outlines a German-Italian treaty-—The Fihrer in Italy (May
3-9) - Duce and King - Plang for Albania - France and the Red
Sea—Mussolin makes a strong speech in Genoa (May 14)—Italy dis-
infereata herself in Czechoslovakia~ Negotiationg with France at a
stundstillPerth protests Incidents in the Sudetenland--Perth on
Lngland’s atitude o the Czecli problem - Settimelli-—Anti-French
feeling - Ciano speaks in Milan -Air raids on Barcelona . Giano
meets Stoyadinovich in Venice (June 16-18)-~ Plans for reclamation
in Albania—Germany offers a military alliance—~Chawmberlain in
difficulties —England and the Italian troops in Spain —~Implementa-
tion of “the Pact postponed—-Mussolini's ‘third wave’—Offensive in
Spain (July 13)--Not persecution but discrimination’—THungarian
leaders in Rome--Red resistance in Spain—Opposition from the
Church over the racial question--Progres in Albania--Germany \
prepares for action in Uzechoslovakia--Pessimism over Spain-—-Anti-
Jewish measures (September 1)--Germany’s unknown plans--The
Fiihrer proposes a meeting with Mussolini--Plans for a partial with-
drawal from Spain—Chamberlain at Berchtesgaden {September
15)~Mussolind tours northern Ifaly--Chambetlain at Godesherg
(September 21)«~Hesse in Venice with a message - Mussolint orders
partial mabilization— Chamberlain appeals to Mussolini + Mussolini
proposes a Conference of Four—Munich (September 2a)-—~Ribben-
trop proposes a ripartite Alliance.

Mav 1. 1 presented an outline of the possible treaty with Germany
to the Chiel. He agreed, [ shall propose the treaty ta Ribbentrop; and
pnint out to hlm that it is in our common interest to sign, We have
made a Pact with London; we shall shortly be making one with the
French: unless we define oyr relations with Berlin as well, everybody
will say that the Axis has been Liquidated and we are going back to

V. Biresa. 1

In the afternoon [worked at writing my report and plan for Albania,

It is preserved in the volume of my writings.

May 2. Nothing particular. v,

1 went to see the Fithrer’s apartment at tho Palace. 1 hc‘y‘ hnv)c -tnkcn
the opportunity to redecorate the huuse.at Our expense, ll'u: lf‘mceax
and the Prince used to have most unsuitable bathrooms. Their new :

ones will be what is called princely.

Initialled the payments agreement with Spain
Blondel sent me proposals for various articles of the agreement.

mn
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/MAY 3. Arrival of the Fuhrer.

MAy 4. 1 shall not record a chronicle of the Fiilirer’s stay, as it is
amply reported in the press. 1 shall confine myself to a few unpublished
incidents and conversations and impressions,

The first thing is of a domestic nature, The Court has absolutely
declined to retire into the background and has shown itself to be a
useless encumbrance.

When the Fithrer arrived, the populace was greatly disappointed to
see that the founder of Italy’s political power was not by his side in the
triumphal progress through the imperial streets, which owe their con-
ception and their realization to him. The Germans probably felt it as
much as we did. At Naples too there was some sort of unpleasant
incident, due to the incompetence of those in charge of the teremony,
The whole atmosphere is moth-eaten-—a dynasty a thousand years old
does not like the manner of self-expression of a revolutionary régime.
To a Hitler, who to them is nothing but a parvenu, they prefer any
paltry little king, of Greece or Denmark even, with a crown on his
head and some indeterminate number of quarterings.

When Ribbentrop told me of the incidents, I made him speak to the
Duce. The Duce said: “Lell the Filhrer to exercise patience. I have
been exercising patience for sixteen years. . . ." Ribbentrop replied that
the one good thing the Soclal Democrats dirl in Germany was to
liquidate the monarchy for ever,

The military parades have been magnificent, 'The Germans, who
may have beer, a little sceptical on this point, will leave with a very
diflerent impression.

May 5, Ribbentrop has offered us a pact of military assistance,
public or secret, whichever we prefer, T did not hesitate to tell the
Duce T was against this, just as I have tried to delay the conclusion of
a pact for political consultation and assistance,

The Duce intends to make the pact, We shall make it because he
has u thowsand and one reasons for not trusting the western demiocra-
cles, 1 mysell thought it was better to postpoue it in order not o
create diflionltes for Chamberlain just belore the meeting of the
Leagne Council, at which he is to lannch the recognition of the Empire,
The signacure of & pact, which might be susceptible ol various inter-
pretationy, including that of a secret alliance, would make his task mapg
difficult and put a weapon in the hands of the opposition at Genevy,

May 6. The Fithrer has been restrained in his conversations with
the Duee. With me Hitler has not talked politiva. Ribbentrop, on the
other hand, is exuberant and occasionally (vivolois. The Duee savs he
beloagy to the category of Germans who are & disaster 1o their countyy
He talks about making war vight and lefi, withou! natning an ouemy



mMAY 6, 1938 113

or defining an objective. Sometimes he wants, in collaboration with

‘Japan, to destroy Russia. Sometimes he wants to hurl his thunderboits

against France and England. Occasionally he threatens the United
States. This leads me always to take his projects with a grain of salt.
About specific and actual problems he is calmer. He declares that the
Czechoslovakian question is not urgent and that a system of regional
autonomy might perhaps delay the solution for several years. He adds,
however, that, should it ever be necessary to liquidate the affair by
force of arms, it would be done in a matter of days, before anvone had
time to react.

The Polish corridor is accepted for an indefinite period by Germany,
which actually desires to see the power of Poland increased as a means
of strengthening the anti-Bolshevik-barrier.

He confirmed to me what Hore-Belisha had said on the subject of
colonies, Hitler told Lord Halifax that the colonial problem will come
up in its turn, that is in a few years. For the moment Germany does
not intend to force the pace.

May 7. The Fithrer has had a greater personal success than 1 had’

| expected, Considering that he arrived in the midst of general hostility

and was only impaosed by the will of Mussolini, he has succeeded pretty

| well in melting the ice round him. His speech of last night helped a lot.

His personal coutacts too have won him sympathy. Particularly among
woren,

The King remains as hostile towards him as ever and tries to make
out that he is some kind of psycho-physiological degenerate. He told
the Duce and me that the first night of his stay at the Palace, at about
one in the morning, Hitler asked for a woman. ‘This caused a great
commotion. ‘Lhen it was explained-—apparently ho can’t get to sleep,
unless with his own eyes he sees & woman remake his bed. ' Tt was
difficult 1o find one, but at last a hotel chambermaid artived and the
problem was solved, Supposing it o be true, it wonld be interosting
and mysterious, But i i frueld Or is it vather malice on the part of the
King, who also insinuated that Hitler injects himsell’ with stimulants

s
and narcotics:
Y

May 8 Mussolini belioves that Hitler puts rouge on his cheeks in

order to hide his pallor.

Hisss and Himmler said to Anfuso that at the Palazzo Venesial thire
is an atmosphere of revolution, whilc at 'lh(-. le‘h‘ml you get the
impression of living in the world of an Uld-lunhmn‘c(_l filvn,

The spectacle al the Sl'ndmm was superh. Even wore than the
military organizition, wh'mh'w.'m perfeat, the Gcrma‘n.q must have
appreciated the civil organzation of the country, wllnixjh i A l.h_lng'morc
complicated and difficult to achieve. When the civil organization is

. ]

L.
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tion is casily arrived at.

Mavy g. Florence welcomed the Fiihrer with heart and head. It is
a sensitive city, which understands everything. Hitler’s speech on
Saturday completely transformed the situation—even more perhaps
than the declarations of respect for our frontiers the Italians loved the
lyrical impetus with which they were made.

L

The farewell between Hitler and Mussolini at the station was very

affectionate. Both men were moved. 'I'he Duce said: ‘Henceforth no
force will be able to separate us.’” The Fihwer's cyes were full of
tears.

When Gocehbels was going through the rooms of the Quirinal, he said,
as he passed the throne: ‘Keep that gold and velvet object. But put the
Duce on it. That chap’—indicating the King—is too small. . .

May 10. In the train the Duce discussed my memorandum on
Albania with me. He agrees with my decisions and believes that the
month to act will be next May. That means we shall have a year for
preparations on the spot and also in the international sphere. Since
a diplomatic erisis will be precipitated and France and England will

inevitably be against ug, it is important to secure the pact with Ger- |

many. The pact will also serve to recommend a policy of moderation
to Yugoslavia. Separated from her eastern and western friends and
squeezed between Germany and Italy, Yugoslavia will have no choice
but to adopt the attitude which we adopted towards the Anschluss.

I spoke to Jacomoni and told him to prepare for me a plan for local
action—public works, charities, economic, sporting, and if possible
political organizations.

Otherwise nothing new, except that at Geneva an anti-Italian charade
is in preparation for Tafari’s arvival. Halifax and Bonnet! may manage
to suppress it, but they ar¢ putting up a poor show.

May 11. Conversation with Blondel. On all points it is casy to |

reach agreement, excepl Spain and the Red Sea. On Spain, he sayy

that no French Govermment could father a Franco«Italian pact which |

did not mention the Spanish problem, And Mussolini does not want
to mention it. For the Red Sea they would like to be associated witly
the Anglo-Italian agreement, The usual French mania for transform-
ing the bilateral into the collective, As he left, Blondel said to me: ‘[
Jeave with a heavy heart,” [ reassured him, not because 1 am optimistie,
but because 1 did not want to weaken Bonnet’s action at Geneva
to~morrow, )

‘Uhe Spanish Ambassader is not opposed to our repeating to the

! Georges Bunner, French Foreign Miniser, April 1038 to Soplember (ggg, A
Minister in the Pélaan Glovernment,
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French the assurances given to London, provided that we ask for
similar assurances from Paris and the closing of the Pyrences.

Mav 12. The Duce was quite uncompromising towards the French
requests. He rejects the idea of their adherence to the agreement for
the Red Sea, which he means to regard as an Anglo-Italian condomi-

nium, and he refuses to talk about Spain with Paris. When I said that

in that case we shall fail to reach an agreement, he replied that he will
reach one with Berlin on the lines of Ribbentrop’s proposals, And
when T added that the agreement with London might also be damaged
or even ruined, he talked about making an alliance with Tokyo. Once
again the French will be to blame, God knows how hard I have worked
to prevent the alliance with Berlin, which is burdensome for the present
and worryiny for the future. But I'have conie to think that French
pettiness will render my efforts vain and that belore long a new docu-
ment will be signed in the halls of the Wilhelinstrasse. Mussolini has
made up his mind.

I gave the Swiss Minister a dressing down for the arrest of some
irredentists in the Ticino—with such effect that Ruegger turned pale,
Switzérland must be prudent and not annoy us—her future is not rosy.

Stoyadinovich hag let me know that he hopes to see me at Venice in
June. Good, I will talk to the Duce and fix a date,

The American Ambassador expressed fears about the realization of
a pact of military assistance with Berlin. I reassured him,

At Geneva the Abyssinian question has been buried,

May 19, Tinformed Perth of the difficulties we are meeting in the
negotiations with Paris. 1 also told him that it would he most uns

desirable for England to associate France with the arrangement for the 0

Red Sea and Aralna. It may actually not be possible, owing to
article 4, which obliges Italy and Great Britain to resist every attempt
on the part of a third power to establish itself in Arabia.” We have
virtually established a condominium of two powers—why turn it into
one of three? And then'there is the question of. Spuint ~and here
Mussolini is not prepared to compromise. Perth tried to facilitate an

understanding, but he had to admit in the end that the Fyench are bad

neg! Atiators. ! ' . 5 ; .
On board the Gavour I teld the Duce of my conversation with Pertl,

He is more and more an(i-l“!'(‘.ll(‘h, He says they are u‘nminn l'll'll‘u'd by
alcohol, syphilis, and jo.nrv}uhsm. In his "‘pc«-rf‘x at (ve'nu:;x he will not
ALY i.-'rzmct’- Ner Switzerland, whose attitude he fnds unsatis.
ﬁ‘(';f:,\rliillg of Hpain, he said that he intcndg qur troops to take part in
& new offensive, To got them ready f(.n' action again he is prnpzmzd o
send some officér reinforcements, as i is the officers who are most tived,
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owever, the Lonidon Comunittee reaches a decision about evacua-
tion, he is ready to comply with it as far as we are concerned.

May 14. We arrive at Genoa at 8 a.m. The city looks beautiful,
casting off the mist and clothing itself in the sun. Flags, sirens, salvoes,

The crowd. The Chiefspeaks. Itisaverystrong, anti-French speech.
The crowd hisses France, laughs, ironically, at the agreement with
London. I have compared the speech as he delivered it with the draft
he had prepared, in Sebastiani’s possession. The draft was entirely
different-—the attack on France was lacking, he was more polite
towards the English and less definite in promises towards Berlin, He
was carried away by the crowd. Good. Now we must await reactions
from Paris and London. Then we shall see what the tone of the
negotiations can be, if indeed they are going to continue.

In the afterncon the Duce spoke again at the Fascist Headquarters,
‘Genoa 13, after Rome, one of the four imperial cities—Pisa, Ravenna,
Venice, and Genoa. We too are now imperial and carry our flag
beyond the seas, not as a Signoria or a Commune or a Republic, but as
a united nation, Once Italy is united, it cannot but be an Empire,
Once it is an Emnpire, it cannot but dominate other Empires, The
enthusiasm I have seen to-day convinces me that the Italian people are
not weary, but ready for a new assault.’

Alter spending the evening at the Medicis’ house, I left for Rome.

May 15. Reactions to the speech are, for the moment, less strong
than one might have expected. But I believe they will increase. Nothe
ing new at the office. Peru has recognized the Empire.

May 16. 1 caught up with my interviews, receiving a series of more
or less interesting personages.

All the envoys, particularly those of the Danubian and Balkan states,
have their heads full of the division of Balkan Lurope into an Italian
and a German sphere of influence. [ gave the lie to this romour put
about by the French press,

I told the Caechoslovak Minister that we hope for a peaceful solution
of the Czech problem, but that we are not directly interested in the

L

question, and therefore cunnot do more than preserve an attitude of |

peutrality. We did not move for Austria; can we be expected (0 move
for Prague?

Villani brought me a secret pact for consultation, including a clause
for military assistance in the event of unprovoked ﬂggrvwinn.un the part
of Yugoslavia. I am rather sceptical about the advisability of these
documents which are theoretically secret but become public just when
they are likely to cause trouble. 1 ghall apeak to the Duce on these
lines,

1



Grandi has sent me a letter for the Duce, asking to be appointed
Minister of State. Here is a man who serves the régime disinterestedly.

M Ay 17. Met the Duce at the station. In the car I informed him of
Villani's démarche. He too is rather sceptical about the usefulness of a
document of this kind. Stoyadinovich has declared to us that under
no circumstances would he attack Hungary. Meanwhile the Duce
wants Budapest to leave Geneva—alfter that we shall be ready to talk.

‘The Chief is working steadily to weaken Geneva, with a view to our
action in Albania.

I had a long talk with Jacomoni about Albania and gave the Chief
a list of a series of measures to be taken in order to prepare the ground.
I also discussed the question with Pariini. He read my memorandum
of May 2 and agrees completely on every point. He thinks that, with
good preparatory work, the coup may be effected with comparative
ease,

The Duce is still very worked up against France. He told me (o
postpone all communication with Blondel until the end of the week.
[ informed the Duece that in the present situation, and after his specch
at Genoa, T consider it useless for me to make my report to the Senafte.
He agrees. I have telephoned to Federzoni to cancel the debate,

The Norwegian Minister made a statement to me about recognition,
in such ambiguous and hesitating terms that I refused to accept it. He
will telegraph to his Government to clarify the situation.

Mavy 18, Lord Perth made a démurche concerning the conse-

quences of the Genoan speech. I made a Minute of the conversation.

In my reply 1 tried to draw a distinetion between our relations with

Prance and those with Bugland -1 don't know how far 1 was sucoesstul,

Fowever, Pecth made his announcement very politely and with a
cortain bitterncss——he was sincere in desiring the agreement and he is
Lincere in deprecating every possible cause of disturbance.

[ peceived the Japanese Ambassador, who thanked me, as he always
does, for a multitude of little things and then got down to the sexious
velations with England. He was pleased when I told him that

with London has not weakened our feelings for T'okyo,
plmsud when I did not deny that Anglo-Italian relations
felt the conseguences of our dithieulties with

business!
the .lgl‘t,('llll'nl
and still more
have, If only indirectly,
Paris.

The Belgan Amlmssa'dm,

Cini-—a clumsy physique, ¢l
tried hard to make me forget his (
and praised everything that he ha

May 1g. 1 found Mussolini more eexasperulefl than ever wlith
France, On the basis of my Minute he approved of the way in which

Petty allairs and great pompuosity,
clumsy thinking, clumsy laughter. Ll
sermanophobia of a few weeks ago
| abuged ——even Starace.

MAY 16, 1948 : I L
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I had spoken to Perth. In consequence of a report from Tirana about
the exaggerated activity of the German Minister, he told me to let
Ribbentrop know that we regard the Albanian question as a ‘family
matter’. That is the phrase they used for Austria and the Sudeten
Germans. It means ‘hands ofl”.! The Duce declares that he is ready
to go into Albania at once, even at the cost of setting fire to the
European powder barrel. He is already making the necessary military
preparations,

In the afternoon 1 saw Zanfirescu, the new Roumanian Minister.
Like many of his countrymen, he is verbose, empty, and pompons, He
can't open his mouth without talking about the Latin origin of his
peaple, and he does it in such a way that every time I am left less
convinced of the truth of his assertions. He does all the talking himself,
which is a good thing, because I have read many of his telegrams and
they show that you only have to say orc word and he attributes the
most fantastic statements to you, The Roumanians are the most un«
truthful of all diplomats. Zanfirescu entertained me with an account
of the negotiations between Rowmania and Hungary. He says that
progress is slow because of Magyar obstructionism. Tt is quite possible,
because I know what Kanya thinks on the subject, However, I expressed
no opinion.

MAy 20. 1 saw the Duce twice. In the morning I found him in an
easier mood than that of the last few days, He confirmed that he does
not intend to begin discussions with the French and is waiting for the
results of the economic negotiations in Berlin. He laid down certain
principles for our policy towards Budapest: in the event of Hungarian
action againgt Czechoslovakia, with German connivance, we remain
digintefested; in the event of an unprovoked attack by Yugoslavia (an
absurd supposition, which may be ruled out) we would help Hungary.
In return Butlapest must leave Geneva, Tirana too will have to leave
Geneva, ns I suggested in my memorandum on Albania.

Afternoon—the Duce was slightly worried about Chamberlain’s
position. He i being attacked in the press and Eden is being talked of

again, 1 have telegraplied @ Grandi to find out how (hings stand and % ¢

whether we can make any move to strengthen the Prime Mintster's
position, W hen T hinted at the pogsibility of Fden’s return to power,
Mussolini shrugged hiss houlders and said: ‘We shall see. One way or
the ather it will suit us well enough.’ He is relying on the suppaort of
lermany on the continent,

Serious incidents in the Sudetenland, with a threat of compli=
cations with Germuny, Slawly and inexorably the question s
ripening.

U English in the arlginal,



Aavy 21. Norway has recognized the Enipire.
1 went to see the Duce again in the afternoon, with Wysocki, who

was making his farewell visit, and remained behind alone with him. He
is pleased at the cormercial agreement which Guarneri has reached
with Germany. He had been given to understand by Guarneri that
things were going badly, and I told him what Guarneri said when
Hitler arrived—"‘the funeral of the Axis’. The Ministry for Trade and
Currency is a centre of masonry—the Duce too is convinced of this.

He talked to me about the incidents occasioned by Sem Benelli’s!
play, Orchidea. He says there are still three kinds of anti-Fascist demon-
stration in Ttaly—funerals, the theatre, and witticisms, He criticized
Sem Benelli's writing, which he regards as a public display of the worst
side of human nature. ‘Every house has a lavatory and we all know it
is there, But that doesn’t mean we show it to the guests who come to
vigit ug.’

I reported on the Cizechoslovak sitnation, which is growing more
tense as a result of yesterday’s incidents. Mussolini confirmed that he
is not Interested in Czechoslovakia's fate. In any case, he does not
think that France will mobilize. I have heen told that Paul Boncour,*
asked whether he would mobilize in the event of German aggression
against Prague, replied *presque’. In that ‘presque’ lies the whole of
democriacy—-it shows that the greatness of France is no more.

Conversation with Perth (Minute made). He told me what Great
Britain has done in Prague and Berlin, and said that he regards the
situation to-day as extremely dangerous—-more dangerous than at any
time since 1918, 1 confirmed Italian neutrality on the Crech question,
According to Perth, France may mobilize at any mament.

May 22, The Duce believes that the Czech situation is not so
alarming as many people think, He abused elections, saying that they
always brought misfortune to humanity, The French Revolution,
the Spanish war, the Austrian crisis, and now the tension in Czecho-
alovakia have all followasd or preceded agitations connected with elee-
ions. You eannot allow decisions ot far-reaching importance to depend
un that gelatinous mass, by definition irresponsible, which is the people.
“The people never knows what it wants, except to work little and earn
much.” And yet to-day the peace of the world may depend on some
drunken cretin, who provokes an incident in order to exercise his ‘right’
tovite, And all this simplyin orderto elect local officialy for the Sudetens!

Lovd Perth asked very urgently for an interview and 1 received him
at 7 p.m. In a state of greal glarm, he informed me of the communi-
cation made to von Ribbentrop yesterday, 1 made a Minate of the

have

I Sarn Benelli, Talinn poel ;mgi th\mgi!l.
' Paul Boncour, Fronch Forelgn Minister, March to April ngg8, snsd provivisly

fron 1949 to 1944
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nversation. Briefly: fresh counsels of moderation and a confirmation
that in the event of war London will be by the side of Paris. I reassured
Perth, telling him that, unless new and unexpected collisions have taken
place to-day, Germany will not move, 1 displayed perfect serenity and
told him that the Duce too is quite calm. That seemed to encourage
him,

May 29, In Berlin too, according to what Magistrati said on the
telephone, it is the English who are ringing the tocsin. They have gone
s0 far as wo put about a rurnonr that the Embassy is ready to ask for its
passports, That is exaggerated—-the elections have passed off without
too many clashes and the situation is beginning to settle down. Mean-
while recent events have proved two things: that Germany is not ready
for a collision, as some (particularly Ribbentrop) would like it to be
believed, and that England is terrified at the idea of a war. Mussolini
says that that is natural in a people which has a comfortable life and
has made a religion of eating and games. Fundamentally, the Germans
too have this tendency to hedonism, he thinks, but they are restrainsd
by their heroic philosophy and by lack of space and wealth.

Conversation with Villani. I again explained our attitude towards
the pact offered us and, following the Duce’s instructions, I told him
we will discuss it when Kanya comes to Italy. I hinted at the possibility
of their leaving Geneva, but 1 saw that Villani blushed and began to
drag in the topic of the minorities.

1 informed von Mackensen of the state of the conversations with
Blondel and the results of my meetings with Perth. Then I Lluntly
raised the question of Albania and said tnat we regard it as a ‘family
matter’,

Viola is optimistic about the situation in Spain, He says that Franqy
means to attack in Catalonia soon and that he expects this action to be
the end ol the rubber,

May 24, Opening of the Dopolavere’ Exhibition-—very successtul,

The Duce has told me to go to Milan and given me a few directivey |
for the briel apeoch T am to make theve.® 1 am to burn incense tg
Chamberlain, As far us the English are concerned, he wants 1o spread.
a liutle balm on the wounds he made at Genoa—~ or if nol wounds, ag
lenst seratchies. Perth recommends a policy of goodwill (rom Tty ag
thie fortheoming meeting of the Non-1ntervention Commitiee. L issured
him [ have already sent Grandi his instruetions. ‘

Bonaet has sent for Pruns and again given him general assitanicey
in the semse of understanding and agreement with vs [he Duce tos

o Dopulavors (Afver Work), the Fageist irganisasion goncerned with athlete, oultural,
and other leisue activites, S M 8 ek 2

B A¢ the apening on June 2 of the second Nutinnal Congrea: f’;" :" Study of Foreign
Quiestions, orgaidzed by the Milan Tnstiite for Intornational Polidcs,
&
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und the conversation very inconclusive—it took place in the Minister’s
private house, as the move did not meet with the approval of the
bureaucrats of the Quai d’Orsay. With men of this kind at the helm
of France it is not easy to come to an understanding.

MAY 24, 1938 1 I ,

MAy 25. Nothing very important. The French press, by all this

shaking of the fist at Germany over the Czech question, seems likely to
aggravate the situation. After an agreement reached on the telephone
by Alfieri and Goebbels, our press will enter the lists to-morrow against
the Parisian papers.

I have prepared an outline of my speech at Milan on June 2, but
I shall have to await developments. At the moment days count hke
months, and the situation changes with the speed of the cinema,

M ay 26. The Franco-British press and certain rather untrustworthy
quarters in Germany have raised doubis about the real attitude of Taly
over the Czechoslovak problem. This led me to surimon Ambassador
Mackensen and repeat to him that our point of view is exactly that
expressed to the Fithrer and to Ribbentrop—we are not interested in
the fate of Prague and we are absolutely solid behind Germany. I also
offered, if Berlin likes the idea, to confirm this line of conduct by a note
in the luformazione Diplomatica. Although nothing new has happened,
the Duce was more pessimistic to-day and foresees war, He declared
that he will immediately enter the struggle by the side of the Germans,

Grazinni talked to me about the Empire. e is not very convincerl
of the possibilities of the Duke of Aosta as Vieeroy. He is weak and too
much in the hands of his subordinates, ‘This was to be expected, lor

royal princes are used to respect but not to command, Senator
Guaparini' hag expressed to me o vather similar opinion,  He is,
however, more hopeful than Graziani about the posibility Ofpﬂlif_\'iu& !

the Empire within relatively briet period,

Mav 27. Berlin has not yet replied to our offer. They will, however,
have to let us know their real intentions - do they want to proceed to
gration of Czec hoslovakia or are they satisfied with a system
From what Ribbentrap said in Rome, it seems
wiance they incline to the second alternative,

the disinte
of regional autonomy?
to me that in the first it

It iy now proved that 1t w .
the tocsin at the wrong moment. He lost his head and made London

believe that war was imminent and inevitable, And this panic of his
easily communicated itself to the hysterical pacifism of the British,

At the ‘Non-Intervention’ G yminittee a little advance has heen made
towards the solation of the Spanish conflict, Following an incident in
which ond of our ol

one of hig familiae ‘Austerlitz
1 Jacopu Gasparinl, former Governog of Lritrea,

bulleting’ and has tried the ugunl whipping

as Henderson who was responsible for ringing

wervers was arrested by the Reds, Grandi has sent -

ksl
AT~



GIANO’¢ DIARY

up of the press. That happens every time the Committee meets. My
own reflection is this: a man can save his country once, but there are
very few instances of the same man doing it twice. Why does Comrade
Count Grandi try to persuade himself that he saves his country four
times a month?

The Duce told me about a letter he has had from Settimelli,! who is
at the moment in Monaco. Having received a pagsport, he is imme-
diately preparing to turn traitor. Tt was to be expected.

May 28. Council of Ministers. Nothing particularly important.

Apropos of Settimelli, the Duce told me that he is going to try to get
him brought back to the Italian {rontier, making use of the services of
a British police official. He has given me Settimelli’s letter.

At the Senate the Foreign Ministry budget was approved by accla-
mation, after a little speech read by Senator Crespi® and prepared by
me and Federzoni.

Conversation with von Mackensen. The Germans will be delighted
if we lay down our line of policy in an !15/(%/;1«1:1'0;1_5 Diplomatica. But in
order to do this, we must know precisely what their rcal_ intentions are,
In Rome they gave us to understand that the regionalization of
Czechoslovakia might be enough for the moment. l?ut dq they still
hold to this opinion? Or do they rather want a chsrupt.m;} of the
country? In any case, we must know. They must reveal their intimate
thoughts to us. "The Ambassador thinks that the acceptance of Héns
Jein’s® requests might satisfy Berlin. But he is not certain and, hcﬁ')rc
giving a binding reply, he would prefer to make certamn by telephoning
Ribbentrop.

The commercial agreements have bee
casts of the experts were pessimistic. Actually all has gone well,
Politics have prevaifed.

n signed in Berlin. The fore-

May 29. Spanish ceremony in the morning. The Adriano Theatre

was packed, I was greeted with a loud demonstration. Tl\ﬂ.t\vn
orators, Milan Astray® and the poet Peman,® spoke with enthusiasm
and colour, though their rhetoric strikes our public as rather baroque,
Vascist review in the afternoon.
Finished my gpeech for Milan.

Mavy g0. The Duce has approved the draft of my gpeech, and sayy
that he is going to give instructions to the Party to set i mnll‘m' A yreat
wave of anti-French feeling throughout the country. He authorized me

1 Fnille Settimelli, a journiiist. In 1926 he hnd puhlislmd a volumie of adulatory
ensitys on Mussolini, Mussolini visto da Setimelly,

? KBilvio Crespi, an tnclustrinlist, i

3 lonread Henlein, leader of the S.D.F. (Budetendgugsehe Farted).

{ Genersl Milan Asteay, comunder of the Spanish Forelgn Legion.

¥ José Muria Pemdn y et tis, o Spanish Catholie post:

L
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to tell Perth that the negotiations with France may be considered
broken off, particularly as with its usual idiocy the Paris press, which is
really to blame for the crisis, is trying to give an anti-German flavour
to the agreement between Italy and France. T shall also recommend
Perth to expedite the implementation of the Anglo-Italian Pact.

The Duce added that he will make the agreement with France
eventually—on the eve of the occupation of Albania, so that the blow
may be struck in an atmosphere of general cuphory.

In the afternoon 1 took the Spanish air force officers to the Duce.
Alterwards I received them at the Palazzo Chigi. 1 said a few words,
telling them how the Italian decision to intervene was made and
assuring them that, notwithstanding all committees, we shall not
abandon them until the Nationalist flag is flying from the loftiest towers
of Barcelona, Valéncia, and Madrid.

Del Croix has cooled considerably in his enthusiasm for France, after
being thoroughly badly treated in London by the delegation of the
country whose praises he has assiduously sung for so many years, He is
getting (o know the French now—better late than never.

May 31. A great hullabaloo is being made in Germany over the
people’s car—-seven million are to be built and almost every family will
have its own little car. Mussolini's comment, on reading a report on
the subject to Attolico, was that this will promote the spirit of hedonism
already innate in the Germans and make the people less warlike, If'youn
turn your people into bourgeois, you also turn them inte pacifists,

De Bono mentioned to me rumours of a ministerial reshuflle, and
asked me what truth there is in thein, It Is astonishing that a man of
seventy-two, who from the first days of the régime has been sitting
more or less in the front row of the stalls, should atill be ingenuons

enough to believe in ramours. .. . 3
mized the Empire, They had already made a

Bulgaria has recog !
gesture in that direction=mnow it is a full and formal recognition.

The Japanese Naval, Attaché has shown me a report “.h.m" a supposed
military agreement between France and lzrlglntlr!. I'hey have also
spoken to our Attachié in Tokyo, They "wrjuld like to umkria secret
pact with us, 1 am not opposed to the l(lCﬂ.' One sees, from ?h(‘
historical point of view, that Ttaly and Japan will have to march side
by side for a long time. \ ik _

Von Mackensen has conlirmed th:\ll(jcmlzmy ¢ intentions wwuycla
Czechoslovakia are pacifio and has declined the ofler u.l an Informazione
Diplomatica. The press has already done good wur'k.. Iin n:v furn l’u\vo
declined R”)b(lnu‘()plb ‘)l’l‘lp()sill to send ﬂ COIMIMIgsIONn .(u South l?'l'ul
in order 1o rémove the last hopes ol the German-gpeaking population,

We will look after ths ]Pmblt‘m by ourselves,
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June 1. Nothing particularly important.
I telegraphed to Berti to move our troops from Saragossa and send
a batralion or so to the front. [hey have now been resting for more
than forty days, and it seems from reports we have had that a bad
impression is heing created by the sight of Italian troops filling the
cabarets and brothels in the back areas, while the Spaniards are fighting
a grim battle, 1t is true that our soldiers worked hard for two months,
broke through the Red lines, and opened a path to the sea. Neverthe-
less, the soldiers of Fascism must not, at any moment or for any reason,
set an example of indifference to the struggle.

Japan continues to press for the strengthening of her military ties
with us, The Duce too is in favour of the idea. i

.+ June 2. My speech went well. Though it wasn’t easy to warm up
this collection of old vegetables. Retired ambassadors, retired generals,
retired admirals, and other retired brains made up the greater part of
the audience—all people who would have been more inclined to applaud
a conservative speech leading Ttaly back to the path of pacifisni or even
collective security.

Pirelli told me at the station, without concealing his satisfaction, that
during the discussion in the afternoon on politics in the Balkans an
anti-Geomian atmosphere was generated. 1 immediately told Starace
to put all the speakers under observation and, il necessary,  take
disciplinary measures. Thig terrified Pirelli, who tried to produce some
sort of excuse but only succeeded in making the situation worse,

I don't like these meetings. You immediately get a pa.rlizmwnt:r\ry
atmosphere. These old men find themselves together again and they
think nostalgically of the Chamber of the good old days, of eternal
principles, of Masonic lodges. And in these suggestive surroundingy
they forget that they have at least hidden their green aprons undler
black shirts.

Junn g. [ gave the Duce some inpressions of the meeting. e thinky

as 1 do and says it will be the last, As for my speech, he was pleased
with it-~the international press too, with the natural exception of the

' French press, ling given it i good reception. The Duce confirined that he

T given the Party orders to prodiice a ‘wave of (‘;,,,llnphubia in order g
liberate the Italians from their last vomaining slavery! servility towards
Paris’. The Chiel has alio ordered me to cesume the dispatch of volun-
teers to Spain, 10 smal! groups and in mufti. Two Phowsgand L0 start with,

‘I'he Prince of Hesse confirmed (o me thut the Fuhrer doed not intend
1o force the situation in Czechoslovakia, He will

provocations on the part of the Czechs continue. Hesse also told me,

a6 a family secret, that the King of Greeee shows signs of mental |

anbalapee. He i fn the hands of two ipirituahists, whom he comlig

L,

do Ho, hl\“'r_\’-“._ i
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before taking any decision. He claims to be protected by the ‘Red
Cloud’ and to be in direct communication with it!

I assured Plessen that there had been no official negotiations for the
delivery of Caproni aircrafl to the English. There were simply private
commercial conversations. I also told him that we should be against
a proposal for mediation in Spain and that we regard the conversations
with France as broken off.

I had a long talk with Perth. Taking advantage of the euphory
produced by my Milan speech, 1 asked for L!lc implementation of the
articles of the Pact of April 16. 1 made & Nlmu.tc of the conversation.
Perth seemed to me very reasonable, "He (00 15 convinced that you

cannot remain engaged all your life—the moment comes when you

have to get anarried.

.ceived the new Polish Ambassador. 1 had already met
him when he came here as head of the Militmy Missim.x. He is a man
with a fine presence, pretty ftank and a little too sell-possessed, He
claims to be animated by the best intentions towards us.

Giro, the head of the Dopolavero in Albania, reported to me. He is
now in control of considerable elements in the country. Public opinion
is steadily rising against the King and his brigands, ltalian. i'ntc*r\'cn-
tion in the cvent of disturbances would ineet with no opposition, and
after three days of quict we could impose ourtelves in such a way as to
destroy every trace of the desire to resist. The common people, who are
suffering, are far removed from politics and would’ welcome with joy
any lmprovement ia ynatertal uondilimn.. 1 told him to bc' rmldy: for
everything but not to act without arders from me. Meanwhile he is to
carry on propaganda among the masses by means of the Dopolavors,

relief work and sport. : _ BT P
The Duce is angry with Farinaccd, the leader of the anti-Semitic
movement, for himself having a Jewish secretary, Jole Foa, ‘Lhis is the

kind of thing which foreigners sec ad proofl of a lack ol seriousness in

many ltalians,
Nothing new, ‘The Duce went ofl to Romagna. Sunday

June 4, Tre

Jung 5.
at the sea.

June 6. Ajello? tells mie that there is violent hatred of France in
Leghorn, Apart from the memory of the so-called Vespers of 1917, the
problem of Corsica i felt there more than anywhere else in the country,
Oh 1 fine winter day it s€ema 83 though you could hold out your hand

' (enernl Bolesing Wikniawa ”B"'l':""‘"‘-“""“'-

* Urnaberto Ajello, Veaderale ')_l 1"‘ ghorm, 1

' The dncident alluded to in Fact took place i Noveniber 1918, French troups
awniting ropatriaton i Leghorm !H"’ll'ﬁl'll the h“-"‘_‘“'y of the inhabitans, wid fow
bruke out. As in the Sicilian Vespers in ““'-’.. st oflered hr a French aoldies
to an fmlinn woman beaid 9 have been the dmmediate anuse of the troubles

L
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nd touch Corsica. Ours it is, one of the group of our islands, inhabited
by our people. They can’t understand in Leghorn why it has to belong
to foreigners. And at night they go furtively and let down their nets in
Corsican waters. When Corsica is ours, it will give a formidable impetus
to Leghorn.

Agreed with Cavagnari to send Admiral De Courten to Japan. As
the political agreement with Tokyo is to be buttressed by a military
agreement, it is desirable to have the man for the job on the spot
straight away.

General Gambara thinks it possible for our troops in Spain to be used
again while we are waiting for the evacuation. We still have about
20,000 Italian combatants, plus 18,000 of the Arrow division?, plus a
Spanish division. With this force he thinks we can mass for a break-
through in‘the direction of Valencia. I told hiin to go ahead. He is
a soldier with great qualities, a little temperamental sometimes, but
intelligent and courageous.

Juxe 7. Nothing new.

June 8. A short talk at the sea with Stein and Helfand. They were
particularly interested to know what truth there is in the rumours of
forthcoming ministerial changes. I contradicted all the gossip. Stein
said that he for his part hopes I will stay at the Palazzo Chigi and not
go to the Party and the Ministry of the Interior. Helfand added that
worse things could happen. . ..

T received Mr. McAneny,? President of the New York Fair. The
Ambassador was with him. He is said to be an important man, hut
he doesn’t look it. He is a wizened, dim little old man, bundled up
in an old-fashioned morning-coat. He said just what all Americang
say, playing in a suitable manner the old gramophone record of
pacifim and collaboration. With emphasis, but without conviction,
Phillips wag delighted.

The international press is very exeited about Franco’s air rdids. 1t
appears from a French intercept that in Barcelona all the dumps of
fuel ure on fire—~65,000 tong of petrol. The fire is expected to last four
days, and all ships have had to leave the harbour, because the blazing
oil floats and was being carried towards themn hy the current,

June g, Franco-British excitement over Franco's air raids continues,
but [ don't believe it will lead to anything positive. Meanwhile the
Duce has decided to increase the reinforcenients W are sending to
Spain. This month and July two thousand are to g0 mstead of one
thousand-—four thousand in all. And this hgure might be exceeded.

I A niiged divigion of Spaniah and Halian roops,

A Ceone MeAneny, b banker prominent im Naw York municipnl affaiv,
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JUNE 10. Nothing new.

Colonel Piéche,! of the Carabiniers in Spain, is pessimistic about the
duration of the war and the possibility of Franco recrganizing the
country. Many parts of it, he thinks, are still irreconcilably red.

JUNE 11. In the evening Bocchini and Buffarini came to see me, in
great alarm over the reports of the activity which Settimelli is planning
in France. He is going to start by publishing a sensational book, This
would not have happened if I had been able to act, through Emanuele,
while Settimelli was in Monte Carlo. The Duce approved. But then
Bocchini suggested the possibility of a legal solution and the Duce
preferred it. But the legal solution failed, and now the operation looks
more difficult. However, we have agreed upon a plan—Settimelli will
have to return to Monte Carlo, and-we shall then have a better chance
of success. 1 hope it may be possible to abduct him by motor-boat. 1f
not, we shall see. Emanuele is skilful, unscrupulous, and always ready
to act. A traitor like Settimelli deserves no respect.

Otherwise nothing new. The question of the air raids in Spain iz
beginning to subside.

Junze 12. Nothing new. Sunday at Capri—went by seaplane with
Ciccino. Dined with the old habitués of the Aragno Café.* The passage

4

of the years has left a decp mark alike on faces and on minds.

JUuNE 13, Report from Talamo? on the situation in Bulgaria. There
arc fears of a union with Yugoslavia, and many circles are working to
discredit Yugoslavia. Overwhelming influence, economic and therefore
also political, of Germany. Not much scope for us. We shall try to get
hold of the aeronautical warket, which is still partially free.

Jacomoni brought me some reports on Albania and formulated
various proposals. e is by nature a moderate man and inclines to
a half-way solution, which would allow the King to remain bul; subject
him more and more to us, But he agrees on the advantages of getting
rid of him, when the moment comies to opt for Ih.c racical mlu.tion of
annexation, Among tht! various requests of the King the mf’" impor-
tant is that for a yacht, We must give him one and man it with an
Ttalian crew, That will guarantee the impossibility of his escaping in

swentuality. \ "
axx;.;(:l.: :jtl:;:;:glrny["“‘ that Franco in\lvpd{s to push on t_ownrds Vilencia on
Saturday. But on the strength of his thurteen divisions he has dt*rh'm-d
our offer to send the Volunieer CGorps into action, He reserves the right
16 employ it for the capture of Madrid, which ought to follow shortly
alter that of Valencia,

' Colonel Gangeppe Picehe,

A celelirate ary café in Rome 0 i A e
: \‘:1(o:‘.l"h:'u“:‘iliIlli;:’;[;('/.r?u"r““ Srenolli di Castelpuave, Dialian Minister in Sofia.

commander of the Ltalian Curabiniers in Spaiu,
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Juxe 14. I made the final arrangements with Cristich for Stoyadi-
novich’s stay in Venice.

I have ordered 500 tons of maize to be sent to Albania, which is now
suffering from a severe famine. This is the kind of gift of which the
people are most sensible.

1 have authorized Berti to arrange for the repatriation of some of the
most fatigued of our troops, whom he will be able to replace by the
1,000 reinforcements we are sending.

June 15, To Romagna. A brief talk with the Duce, during which
1 informed him of recent diplomatic developments, of which he
approves. e gave orders lor Senator Prampolini' to be sent to
Albanina to study the reclamation of Jand there. Dined at Anfuso’s
house at Stra. Arvived at Venice late in the evening.

Junr 16, Nothing much, except the arrival of Stoyadinovich, Very
friendly.

June 1. At the Lido, where we had a long conversation. Minute
made. On the whole all is going very well. The two conntries are still
more closely united as a result of the Anschluss. We confirmed the
policy of close collaboration,

June 18, Stoyadinovich left. A very friendly farewell. The crowd
cheered Yugoslayia enthusiastically.

A brief ialk with Balbo. Sour and hostile to everything. He spoke
ill of the Germans, defended the Jews, attacked Starace, criticized voi®
and the business of the Roman salute.

With the Duce at Riccione. He is satisfied with the results of my
conversation with Stoyadinovich. He ordered me to send a further
1,400 tons of maize to Albania, He confitmied his intention to act and
oceupy Albania Letore the end of 19309, 1 told him about my talk with
Balbio, which made him very angry. “That man,’ he said, ‘will end like
Arpinati or even worse, 1f he atiempts to move a finger, 1 shall put
him under arrest.’ He told me not to aet against Settimelli for the |
present. He will pay for it later. My enemies have always ended up
in jail--and sometimes under the surgeon’s knife! He confirmed his
policy of wocompromiging sutarky and spoke again of the need for
a severe discipline. ‘Ttaly wili never be sufficiently prossianized. I hall
_ 0 not leave the Halians in peace, until 1 have six feet of earth over my - °
head,” He attacked the monarchy, deseribing it an ‘the brake on tha
ségime’, He thinks of doing some liquidation here too after the end of

' Nauls )’rum‘m“nl. A landowner and industrialing, who had played a leading pare
7 in reclpntiot schemes in Taly, |
A * e Piasclsis werd teylog, without muoh sudcess, 1o replace lef, the polite form of
e il in the third pm‘mnj)y the less formal s (equivialent (o von

ad®



JUNE 18, [938 v_. “ \ 5 'I.A.l"” o

, Euh)
the war in Spain. Morally and physically he is in tremendous forntaali )

T returned to Rome by car. WA
June 19. Nothing worthy of note. At the sen. AU
ATyl

JunE 20. My conversation with Perth (Minute made) was not very =
Y

fraitful from the point of view of Anglo-Italian fricndship. It is not 845
possible for us to accede to the request that we should promote an
armistice now, just when Franco is winning, In civil war there can be
no compromise. 1 reparted to the Duce, I consider that this deferment
of the implementation of the agreenient to the Greck Calends is very
dangerous. France is at her old game of troubling the waters, Herriot!

told Tamburini? that he regards war between Italy and France as & ¥,
inevitable. 1 A T
Volpi. I chilled his enthusinsm for France and England. He gucsses ',«
that we have designs on Albania and is pleased. He insists aliv on a ,.‘- i)
subsequerst operation in Anatolia.” éfnfs;ﬁl

The Princess of Piedmont was fishing for news of the monarchy ‘vﬂ?'&j
question. She said that, it she were not what she is, she would be
against dynastic rule. She is going to tench her son several trades, as } ]
shie belléves that one day the boy will have to work and live by his g it

‘ o'
' work. The Savoy family belicves in divine right. She does not, Vhe ‘v
' only merit she tecognized in dynasties is that they don’t try to make ""A' A
. money—-an obvious dig at the Fascists. She distrusts Starace and feels: S0

' he is an enemy. 1 denied this and tried to soothe Lier apprehensions by e
¢ telling her there s no need to worry, ' - ot Y

'(f"“ Juwne av. 1 instructed Prampoling Ic;,go’lévamw’m “l:m;m‘ XA

plans for veclamation, Naturally T did not conceal from him the
. political purpose of his mission, ‘This excited hini, and he aceepred with =5

 delight. He will da well there.  Jacomoni, who was present at M.

'-\:3’-?'{‘1 conversation, will present him to the King. , ; Ty
? iﬁfz\[ Opening of the [talo-German Congress of Law, with a good speech ' 4 0
by y Frank.® Even the anti-Axis Bottai and Do Francisai® applauded 20
C warmly. T'hey see which way the wind i blowing. . . « *lgap“
{ ,’PB, The Misston just back from Japan confiems the warmth uf,l'gp&_n«ue ‘A,‘x‘m_.:
‘}\ﬂ.‘ll'.ﬂcmimmns owards us and the remarkable military strongth ol the ‘-‘;'.‘1‘,)‘\;'
ot y to what mhsonic-Jewish propagandn would ko us

Y

')
.

e i
~epuntry. Gontr

o AREREY
"‘-:.;‘T o bediove, Japan hus committed anly a very srnall proportion of her BN
\ i *i‘ l;l‘

B iy
ﬂ*‘ L forees in China, The war pnté‘.nl.im 18 Mtact,

L0 delivered our note nhout Swiss nentrality.
o o)

{ Velooard Herplot, formak French Peine Minlster: Mayor of Lyoms
* Agtuilo Tanhring, Tilian ConnliGeneral ac Lyine e
# Valp! fusdd T Ankuicind (teests in the Lovane, ‘
* i P Cierman Nitustar oy .l\m'\'.e. 4

& Drons Piatyo 1 Franeized, former Ttaliun Minlsier fner[m. )
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Junze 22, Tinformed von Mackensen of my conversation with Perth,
of my reply and of the Duce’s decisions. He is very pleased. Every now
and then these Germans require an injection of confidence where we
are concerned. And yet they ought to understand by now that the
[taly of Mussolini follows a straight line and is true to her word, But
it will take us a long time to undo the platitudes produced by a still
longer tradition of servility, intrigue, and pandering. We shall
succeed,

The Dice is back. ‘I met him at the airport. 1 informed him that
the Volunteer Corps will go into action again in Spain very soon. He
is pleased. He approved of my replies to Perth and absolutely refuses
t compromise—we shall not modify our policy towards Franco in the
smallest degree and the agreement with London will come into force
when God pleases. If indeed it ever will. ‘He is in a good mood,
because the crops, particularly the corn, have recovered afier all the
bad forecasts and promise pretty well.

I assured Conde, who was slightly anxious, of our intentions, 1
told him that the best way to give the lie to the gossip is to send
the ltalian legionaries into battle on the road to Valencia straight
away.,

Talked to Pariani about Albania and decided on the building of the
voad from Shiak to Mare,

\ June 23, The Duce talked about economic questions, He says he
means to introduce monopalies for sugar, alcohol, and electricity.
Fuselst Ttaly cannot be less courageous than Giolitti, who in 1906 made
the railways a monopoly. He criticized generals who go in for oratory.
He says you must never talk to soldiers about death—on the contrary
you should persuade them that they will kill and themselves always
remain unhurt.

. I saw the Duke of Acsta at the sea. He appears 1o be well, but hig
0 wound s still unhealed. Three months after the operation this is an
ugly symptom. He means o go back to East Africa and is very keen
on plany and prograsumes. On the whole he is optimistic about the jA
situation in the Empira, He thinks we shall be able to reduce expendi- 3y
ture, and obtain just a5 good results if we are not in 106 much of a /

hurry. He does not aprak well of the colonial oflicialg=-50 per cent
incompetent and 26 per cent thieyes,

Balbo came with me to the Ministry, where we had a long converga~'s
tion. In the car he uttered literally these very revealing words: “There’|
no longer exists a taste for gincerity in Iwuly.’ He i"‘d"f""‘ﬂ'”'d. He
thivks of staying in Libya, as he realizes that that is sull the best
solution, Fundamentally he is a man easily deroinated and dlso easly
outmanauyvred,

{

\



fonversation with the Turkish Ambassador. Minute made. I de-
clined the offer of a pact for the eastern Mediterranean and encouraged
the Turks to make a coup de main on the Sanjak of Alexandretta, France
will not be able to react, without committing herself in such a way as
to weaken herself still further on the Continent.

Jung 24. I took the Duce the notes about Swiss neutrality. We only
sent them because the Germans had done ‘the same. We saw no need
for them ourselves. The Duce commented: ‘When I say that Switzer-
land is the only country which can be democratic, they take it as a
compliment and it is in fact a frightful insult. Tt is like telling a man
that he alone can be a hunchback or a ennuch. Only a base, vile,
insignificant country can be democratic, A strorg and heroic people
tends to aristocracy.’

I telegraphed to Grandi and Prunas to inform them that if, as is
rumoured, there should be a Red ‘raid’! on an Italian port, we should
immediately proceed o acts of war. I have also informed Berlin,

I assured Villani that Yugoslavia has friendly intentions towards
Hungary. She is even thinking of a pact, without simultaneous action
on the part of her allies ol the Little Entente. Hungary must not,
however, take the initiative in an attack on Prague, but wait for the
fruits of German action, "1 emphasized the advantages of an under-
standing between Budapest and Bucharest, with the object of further
isolating Prague and Frapce. lmredy® and Kanya wani to come o
Rome, in July. It might be better to postpone it a little. Nothing is
decided about Geneva. T repeated that we are waiting for Hungary to
leave the League,

June 2.8 Attolico has sent a long report describing some tonversa- ‘

»

tions with Ribbentrop. Briefly what it amounts to is a rénewal af the
offer of a military alliancd.

The situation has changed vince the begiuning of May. Relations
with Great Britain have not developed as we might have hoped. The
offer assumes a new value, Mussolini is in favour, He has told me to
telegraph nceepting a visit of Ribbentrop 10 Como, during which “the
matter will be discussed in all seriousness’. Meanwhile he wanls to
prepare public opinitn. ‘We shall have 1o explain to the Germans,’
he added. ‘that I shall make the alliange when it ceases to be unpopular,
I am working in this diceetion.’” At the same time weate endeavouring
1o ascertain the precise relations between Berlin and ‘Tokyo

Received a visit from Lutze, ! full of admiratipn for the organization

L la Boglish 1 the original,

8 fela Towedy, Hungarian Prune Minister, 19889 and 1O44-h-

' The leaf for Jupe 25 and <h 1 s ng feom Ly ‘liill')’.'

LV iktor Tantze, leader of the S.A, (Surmabteilungen) Snce the deatly of R ohm i
1934
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£ (he Militia—it is indeed making miraculous progress under the
guidance of Russo.

Conversation with Cristich—geueral survey. Another with the
Czech, to whom 1 repeated the usual formula: come to terms with
Berlin, Another with the Brazilian about a question of the right of
asylurn,

Graudi told rae on the telephone that things are looking blacker in
London. ‘The news of fresh attacks on British ships has roused public
opinion. There will be seventeen questions in the Comnions to-morrow.
Chamberlain’s position is more and more shaken. 1 have informed
the Duce.

June «8. The situation in London is becoming steadily more difli-
cult for Chamberlain. Grandi, enigmatic and anxious not to compro-
mise himself, deseribes the situation as very sombre. Mussolini is calm.
Very calm. He does not intend (o force Franco into stopping the air
raids, and he has no desire to make any declaration of this kind. He
awaits events with his uenal statuesque imperturbability, Isaw Perth,
who 1§ very alarmed. I made a Minute of the conversation, He fears
that Chamberlain may full. The Duce; on the other hand, does not
believe that this can happen before the visit of the English King and
Queen (o Paris, i.e. before July 1. ‘If Chamberlain falls,” he added,
‘we shall see who takes his place. I shall base my deeisions on the posis
tive and concrete factors of the situation which then arises. Vor the
moment 1 am waiting.’

Prampolini has rece :ved his final instructions for his mission to
Albania, He is as enthusiastic and dynanuc as & boy of twenty,

Report from Admiral Riccardi' on his mission 1o Malta, Nothing
particularly important. His reception was apparently very friendly.

June ag, 1 found the Duce very irritated at the rumours in the
& international press about miy conversation with Perth. He is afraid
people will try (o give it the significance of a threatening pressure on
‘ the part of London. 1 suggested we should get Gayda to write an article
".ll-“'w‘,".* on lhc? ‘lms':a of my Minute of the conversation. He m‘"’ll’}t"’, ')9'. aldd.ed (e
" that, if the press comtinues to make a fuss about every intervicw with
Perth, he will foxhid me 10 receive the British Ambussador, as he did
some years ago in the case of de Beaurnarchais,* who for a long tinue !}
was refused access 1o the Palazza Chigi. The Duce Is angry with &
‘ ' Brandi for his anxiety in the last few duys, "When are you going to
A make up your mind to put him in the corner?” he said. B
WL ) W are in for an incident with Brazil, because Laojacono gave agylun
' Qaptain Foumier, who led the revolt against Vargas & month ago, |
' Adimivsl Arture Riceardl, UnderSecretary. for the Navy and Chief of Nayal

y Blall, (940 ; :
# Muanties Cluron de Beaumarehnis, Franoly Ambagsador in Rome, tgayr-493. y




2 Received von Mackensen, who brought me a photograph of von '

. JUNE 29, o8B TR ARIUEEIET I
L6jacono had in fact no right to do this. Asylum may be given at most
in flagrant cases. We shall see how the situation develops. Itis difficult
to judge from here, so 1 am leaving Lojacono to get himself out of his
own mess. But I have no great confidence in his abilities, and I fear he
may already have compromised himself unnecessarily.

Massimo tells me that the Germans were much alarmed by the
yumours of my being transferred to the Party and Ministry of the
Interigr,

]
%)

Junz 30. ‘Lhe Duce gave me a minute of the note I am to hand to
Perth on Saturday in reply to his communication to my in our conversa-
tion of the 20th, Briefly, he rejects in sharp terms the suggestion of an
arniistice and unilateral evacuation. He confirms that he will only
resume conversations with France afier the implementation of the

Anglo-Italian agreement. 'Lhis note will stir up the situation again- &

to-day it is beginning to settle down. Bul these lulls are temporary andi.
sporadic—-the general picture remains black. In the scheme for the

of which we had not been informed and which seem to me guite F 18

Py 4408 4 v i\'
unacceptable. To search the volunteers, keep them under observation o0

in special camps policed by international guards armed with hoses and 40

tear gas, and subject them to other tyrannical measures of this ridiculous |
nature, is neither possible nor honourable, 1 telephoned Grandi,
Octopus-like, after fouling the water he has withdrawn from the
discussion. I will talk to the Duce to-morrow. 1 am certain that he

will refuse to expose the Black Shirts of Malaga, Santander, Guadalas )

jara and the Ebro to such humiliations. .

Ribbentrop with a most feiendly dedication, 1 gave him mine inveturn,

give Perth (o-morrow eveniag. At my suggestion the Dm:«; remnoved
the word ‘abigurd’, used more than once ta describe the English propo-
gale for an amnesty and evacuation, and substituted o less ollensive
epithet. In addition, 1 am to el Perth that, until the Pact comes into 15
force, we resume liberty of action, that we request the publication of =4
the doenments, and that we are waiting for a definite reply. It iy a
strong note- - erighs in our relations with London is almost inevitable,
Clrandi report: that lie has obtained the removal feom the evacuation
seheme of the unacceptable points about the disarrmament and the rest

jury 1. A few modifications have been made in the note 1 am to

of the petty persecution of the voluntedrs, This is just ds well, for the 8
Duce, after 1 had discussed the mntter with hint, was determingd 1o, g

defend the pride and the honour of the Black Shirts, even at the eost i
g

of shattering the whole scheme, h
Berti has communicated the plan ol attack. TUis 16 begin on the Gth,
L

SR

i

Y
evacuation of the volunteers 1 have [ound several details of procedure ';P;k,,,
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We shall get through. We always have got through. Meanwhile the
dispatch of reinforcements continues. It has been decided that about
600 artillerymen are to go.

Jury 2. I am not well. However, I stayed in the office to see Perth.

I made a Minute of the conversation, Perth was overwhelmed,
literally overwhelmed, by the reading of Mussolini’s note and by my
declarations. Usually he is witty and quick in argument, but to-day
he was bewildered and vague in his replies and had little to say for
himself. To use a boxing term, I might describe him as ‘groggy’.?

Mackensen was very satisfied--immediately afterwards I handed
him the note and gave him an account of the conversation.

1 came home with a raging fever.

Juvry 3. At home-—still feverish and uncomfortable,

Jury 4. I am better, but very weak and exhausted by my illness,
I listened to the Duce’s speech at Aprilia on the wireless. When 1
heard his voice, I started to ery like a small child.

Jury 5. Back to work,

I found the Duce still quivering with excitement from yesterday.,
More and more decidedly and openly anti-French. He says that the
Paris press is simply strengthening the Axis with its talk of Mussolini's
desertion of Hitler. ‘If the day should ever come for that to happen,
T would tell himn so frankly., That is my style. I am not a traitor,” He
attacked Catholic Action sharply. He says that the priests are
deceiving themselyes, if they think they are a positive force in Italy, A
priest of Verona, which is a Catholic province, only had to prohibit
dancing lor all the young people to desert the churches and flock to the
dance halls. Tn Romagna on the other hand the priests are too shrewd
to prohibit dancing. 1u any case, even Mary danced round the ark,

Pirelli, with his disingenuous candour, came begging on behalf of the
Institute of Foreign Politics, 1 spoke (o hirn about the Congress, and
he pretended it was news to him. He is just back [rorm London, where
he says he found a very tense situation. He now puts on & no compro-
mise act, though it makes his flesh creep, and even grits his teeth and
talks like a Germanophile, A

Agostini*—about Goring's chamois,

Buflurini—we made a swrvey of the internal situation.

Jonw 10.* The Duce has made me ask Berti whether he requirgy
reinforcements and on what scale. He is ready to grant anything Beetj

"I Foglish in the original,
A, Agontini, livad of the Foret Militia,
H e lenved for July 6 w0 § are missing from the chary.
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Asks, over and above the figure of almost 5,000 men already sent in the
-fast few weeks, The position with London is getting more and more
complicated, This—in the Duce’s opinion-—serves to divert towards
the Axis the sympathies of the enervated and defeatist bourgeois class,
which, after the agreeinent of April 16, hoped for peace through ans
understanding with the western democracies. Mussolini is very angry
with this section of the bourgeoisie, always ready to let its trousers
down. He talks of a third wave, to be set in motion in Qctober, with
the support above all of the masses, workers and peasants. He intends
to introduce the concentration camp, with more severe methods than
those used in the present form of police detention, A first hint of the
turn of the screw will be given by a bonfire of Jewish, Masonic, and
pro-French literature. Jewish writers and journalists will be banned
from all activity. All this, in any case, was foretold in the Duce's
preface (o the Acts of the Grand Council. Henceforth the revolution
must impinge upon the habits of the Ttalians. They must learn to he
less ‘sympathetic’, in order to become hard, relentless, and hateful—in
fact, masters.

JuLy 11. Gave Blondel a reply about the frontier incident. There
was ‘really nothing in the reply, but the tone was fairly conciliatory.
However, 1 did not omit to point out more than ornce that the tourist
who crossed the frontier was a lientenant of the artillery, Neither
Blondel nor T alluded to paolitics.

Conversation with Hesse, sent here by Ribbentrop. Purpose; the
pact of military assistance. Ribbentrop ingists that this pact should be
made. T replied that the Duce and T share his ideas, but that we want =
to see how relationus with London develop and prepare a bread founda- 5
tion of popularity for the agreement. In any case, Ribbentrop, who =0
says that Japan too is prepared to participate in the pact, uppears to
have renounced the idea of a visit to Como, which would open the door
o rumour prematurely, He wants the preliminary negotiations to be
conducted secretly through Hesse, without the knowledge even of the
Ernbassy, i

Perth communicated to me London’s reply to our conversation of
July 2, Minute made. Nothing to be done. Our point of view _iu not
accepted-for the settlement of the Spanish aflaix they demand ¢ftective
evacuation. There 38 no alternative bhut to wait, With all the dangers

which waiting involves.
Juny rg, The Duce too is dligsatistied with the British reply. "On our
part there is uothing more to be said. We shall await the development
of events in ,"{l),dn, As for my conversation with l"(ff\“?(." the | hice, w hile s
W taking a keen inferest in the affair, says we should postpone the g
commencement of the preliminary conversations for the present, The '



apanese Ambassador has been put in the picture of the situation, as
we see it. I have also informed Mackensen of the result of the conversa-
tion with Perth.

Baldur von Schirach! came to see me. I was yery polite to him and
decorated him with the Grand Cordon of San Maurizio. 1t seems that
some time ago he took offence because he only had a ribbon regarded
by him as inadequate. That explains some of his slightly unorthodox
behaviour towards us and his futile flictations with France. When I
spoke to the Duce about it, he replied: ‘Certainly. You can give him
my decorations too, if you like." The Duce’s contempt for decorations
is such that he doesn’t even trouble to refuse them.

Jury 13. The offensive in Spain has begun. Final goal Valencia.
First objective Segorbe, Berti has issued a laconic announcement.
Gambara has sent a telegram like himself, full of fire, Reading it, the
Duce commented: ‘Gambara is a general 1 am keeping my eye on.
1 like him. He is not one of those soldiers—-there are plenty of them—
who wander into the barracks by mistake, when the right door for them
is that of the convent. He is a soldier who loves war. I'm sure he
doest’t put cotton-wool in his ears when the guns are firing." No news
during the day. At midnight an official dispatch informs us that it is
‘going well’, ) o 1T \

Seregi brought me a project of King Zog _fOl‘r A rovolution in Turkey,
As rumours have already begun (o circulate in Tirana to the effect that

- 2 . “ ! 1 2 ;. » » 1
‘. we are planning an iaction 1n Albania, I don’t want any attempts at

Pk FL
o

sl

W S statement’® on the racial (uestion, Tt purports
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a diversion. However, I shall examine the project. [ told Seregg that,
in view of my heavy commitments in th.c Weu',_l have no aims in the
Adriatic beyond the status quo. 1 promised assistance and interest in ' -
Albania, Particularly in the sphere of land reclamation, L conlerred
with Prampolini, who seems to have heen fired with .cnthufxzsfam by his
first visit to the country. He goes back soon to continug his investiga-
tions But Lie is already talking of the reclamation at Durazzo ag easily

| practicable. He assures me that we shall be able 1o plough in Decerber
SR g0, and that fo five years we shall bave fudlescale I'xfu-vualx. It is
0 excellent land and the expenges, for the Durazzo region, are vory 9
‘ l‘{ll‘f ~smalle-2o raillion Lire for 3,500 hectares.

fi

The Duce announced to rme that the Giornale d*lialis i to publish a
to be written by a group

of scholars under the aegis of Popular Culture But he tells me that in

fuct he drafted almost the whole thing himself.

hia Jury 15, Paviani’s teport on Clermany is very 0]""'{"“1‘3- He findy
A § ‘ 1 K v 0
 that the army has made giant strides, Moreover, the idea of military

b ) Baldur ven Selivach, lsader of the Fitlerjugend, * I Buaglish Incthe duiglyal,

il
l"'j’é‘ !y.-

Jury 14. The offensive in Spain is making good progreas. e
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collaboration with us has been popularized in officer circles, which up
to last September were lukewarm and full of reservations. The slogan
Gredera, ubbidire, combattere,* in Italian, has been adopted in the barracks.
‘The Duce is justifiably proud of this. In Italy too the Duce intends to
give serious attention to the character of the officers, It is useless to
stuft a lot of culture into a lieutenant or a captain. The leaders must
be scientists and artists, but subalterns and commanders of small units
require courage and the spirit of initiative. ‘All the great retreats have
been started by the failure of a second lieutenant to hold his ground.’
On the racial question the Duce said that he is going to get the
_ Secretary of the Party to summon the ‘scholars’ and announce to them
the official attitude of the régime towards the problem. An attitude
which signifies, not persecution, but discrimination.
Civilian officials are to be put into uniform. I am rauch in favour of
this measure, which strengthens the discipline and the decorum of the
bureaucracy.

Jury 16. Operations in Spain are progressing very well.  Apart
from the commmuniqués, Gambara’s dispatches are very significant and
permit the highest hopes. Pariani suggests preparing a fast motorized
brigade and sending it in, as soon as Valencia is occupied, to give ithe
final blow,

Nothing else important.

Jury 17. Good news in Spain. The action is developing swiftly and
surely. Gamibara's dispatches confirm that he is préparing to carry out
an encirdling movement an  Valencia-~a bold move, but it may
give practical results.

. The Duce is pleased. Taking his cue from the question of the double
~salute in the army, he let fly at the monarchy, which is apparently
opposing the adoption of the Roman salute. ‘It has needed all my
patience,’ he said, 'to tow this wretched monarchy along, 1t has neyer
done anything which would tommit it to the régime. T am still waiting,
" because the King is seventy and I hope that nature will ¢ome to my
¢ help” e is more and more determined to get vid of the Savoy l":\mi.ly
" at the warliest opportunity, - He also talked about the revolution in
* manners, particularly in relation to racial problems, He is studying
& measure which will forbid the marriage of Italians with persons of
W ather races, including Jews. ‘Allthis,’ he said, ‘will inerease the hatved
of foreigners for | taly. (ood. 1 will do anything I can to sever relationy
with France and L‘nglnml« -nothing ¢an come from that guarter except
. pourrilyre.’

We have refused an invitation from Roumania to a conference
relating to the Danube, from which Germany i excluded. ‘[ will not

e ! Helieve, abey, fight,
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“even go to the technical conference,’ declared the Duce. ‘My conduct
towards Germany must be so correct as to give me the right to call them
“bereter”, 1 il the ocrasion ever arises.’

The Hungarians have met with a refusal our request that they should
leave Geneva.

Jury 18, The whole day was spent on thc_ I-}ungaria:_n. I had a first
conversation with them at the Palazzo Chigi. /\° I foresaw, Kanya
made his tirade against the. Yugoslavs, whom, wu.lx the old Ballplatz
mentality, he insists on c:\‘llmg Scrbs.' He wm.xl.d like us to get wrong
with Belgrade, and is asking for a kind. of military guarantee in the
event of attack by Yugoslavia. Not a hope. We have not the slightest
intention of impairing our good relations with Smy:\.dmovmh in ordc:r‘
to procure a success for the more or lrws§ _dcnmcratlc government of
Mr. Imredy. Yugoslavia would antomativally .rush to lh'c arms of
France, and the politico-military advantages which the Axis has wos
in the Danubian basin and the Balkans would be at an end. We may
perhaps blow the Belgrade PrOlOCOl-'{ sky high by bceupying Albania.
But in that case there will be a positive advn?mgc. For the sak.c gf
hoisting the Ttalian ﬂz'u:; over llus. mur;:ry “luch ll»clongs o us, 1t“1s
worth facing even a crisis of that kind. ut‘ L(llhlnl y not now, to assist
the political game of these arrogant and pe l)ulam '{ll’llgar{zxns. :

g} Then there was a conversation at the} alazzo V enezia, with the
Duce. Minute made. They sang more or less tll¢ same fune. But there
$ 5 ‘ he ot from the Duce either, Kanya, who is far from
e chqngc S rening: ‘Hunpary's misfortune is that Ciano
pleased, said to me in the eV emng: A
and Gaoring are in love with blf’)‘"“l”""" g " :

JUL¥ 1. ‘At the sea, where | read to_K:m)f'a,l s‘; far 48 1t concerns
him, the Minute of my Venice conversalions w “l] “‘.t"?y"\(‘ilT_oin-lx. He
had’tu admit that Stoyadinovich was d‘”""' ""l: l\‘('lk ‘“:I“l' ing out an
attack on Hungary, so long as Hm_wg::;’,\ ti(fh-:(‘“(‘:r ; ,dc I:T m:})unnanw in

h d i : w in the wake' 6y,

z LW::‘::H:::I‘ I;ll:ltn::'t;u:{r\:;:‘r‘tia:.ouf‘-,l‘(\tst(;lld me that Schmidlt no longer I3as
a political post but is muking 200,000 marks ‘l" ):‘:;lm :Sn:\lt?dlc-d ln}l;\

of our conversation in Budapest, when I reluse oy gh ate with g
W Guido Schmidt, because I regarded him aga t"im“'“ ‘; L-m‘tm«’:l' :;‘E‘H‘“.'hc
Hungarians too would like to do :ar:mcthmg to get \”-l‘u'tlliu k“:'{;:,‘?#(m
. inwhich heis virtunally confined. | spuoke of my ﬂl’l;l‘”"ﬂ_‘“mw( v, 'll.‘[.m'!
%' ; and the meagee results it achieved. "J'hc(her:t_mns H I,M("t Y qualitied,

J suid Kanya, ‘but they are always destitute of political t: i

Juiy 20, Talked about Hungary with the l)u(:'c‘.”ll.lf. ‘lfu['h. in the
) couritry's future has been much shakon gince he m.-t(‘tv 16 ";"‘Iu.“’““-lln'(.‘
af Imredy. He dese s nim as 4 man of hogus energy=-that i to say,

Lhe. Vemvdfer (Wanitors).
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und régime. His verdict on Kanya is also severe: an old Hapsburg
relic. Only a frankly nationalist party will be able to come to grips
with Flungary’s serious problems—the agrarian question, anti-Semitism,
treaty revision. The visit to Rome has completely fizzled out. The
attempt to disturb Yugoslav-Italian relations was a failure. Last night,
while we were waiting at the Baths of Caracalla, the Duce authorized
me to wait until I meet Stoyadinovich, before miaking the requests we
have agreed upon. This is a good idea. Made through diplomatic
channels, the démarche would have taken on a disagreeably inquisitorial
character. The Duce was very proud to display the splendid spectacle
at the Baths. He took a personal interest in arranging the details, even
fixing the prices of the seats. He wanted thein to be very cheap for the
common people—two lire, At the end of the performance he said to me,
indicating Iuredy: ‘A man who cannot make a better response than
that 1o the applause of the people is not a leader.”

Portugal has recognized the Empire.

The advance has heen resumed in Spain.

JuLy ar. A telegram from Berti announces that the new attack on
the Red defensive positions along the River Palancia will begin at
4 p.m. to-day. Once we are through this line we should be able to
march on Valencia, The Spaniards have put another division under
our command, in addition to the Arrows. A good sigu,

The Duce is annoyed about Captain Wiedemann's! futile visit to
London. 1t is probably just another case of press hysteria. But it ought
to have been avoided. We are still almost completely in the dark, and
the Auswirtiges Amt may well be in the samme position. ‘I should like
to se¢ the German comients,’ said the Duce, ‘if I took it into my heod
to send Sebastiani to see Georges Bonnet,”

The visit of the British King and Queen to Paris is not, so far as
political results go, exceeding the modest forecasty made for i, [t has
taken on a democratic charactér—something quite diflerent from the
Fiihrer's visit to Italy. The French press gives more space to the
interminable menus of the banguets offered by the Populak Front than
" 1o anything else. Ony mange tien en France. The King, like everyone
else, will come away with this slogan in his mind, And it may not
occur to hin: to think that, when a people eats as well as all that, it ig
inevitably less keen on dying.

Jury 22. The offensive in Spain continues with pretty favourable
prospects. But resistance is still stff. R

(A‘””vel sation \\'“h (1 uat ll('l'i Aq \lﬂ“ﬂl, hf‘. is prﬁ:“lnis“(i. \lcy\"- illlli“
German. He is also worried about the racial (uestion, which he thinks
V { Preitz Wiedemany, Hitler's personal adjutant,

ARl




1

0 CIANO'S DIARY

sphere.

Jury 23. We are held up in Spain for the moment, Resistance is
tenacious. Gambara intends to make a strategic manceuvre.

At Alessi’s! request T am interesting mysell'in the change of owner-
; ship of the Piccole. The Mayers—Jews—want (o get rid of it.
! Nothing else worthy of note.
The Duce is in Romagna.

Jury 24. To Ahetone. Then to Leghorn, where the Federale told rae
Tl é‘l‘ that there is muuch sympathy for the anticipated anti-Jewish measures,
Lk But the problem does not appear to be as serious in Leghorn as it once
! was, The Jews were the leaders of anti-Fascism and have Leen
liquidated together with it.

Jury 25. In Spain the Reds have crossed the Ebro at two points,
I don’t believe their offensive strength is any greater than it was in
other similar attempts, But it is disagreeable that the Whites should
have allowed themselves to be surptised, with the first immediate result
that our offensive on Valencia has been checked.

Lord Perth camc to ask for lenient treatment of the journalist

' Cremona,? who has been expelled. The reason for his expulsion was
h - . : & A -

e that Cremona, in conversation with other journalists, said that Musso-
A lini cannot press his anti-Semitic campaign (oo fiar, hecause in the past

" he received money from the Jews and eveu from a Jewess, the Sarfi(ti,

X Inde' ira . . Perth asked to have another conversation with me

i\ K to-morrow, 1 think to discuss the Czechoslovakian problem.

s Dindina has had an operation on her ear for olitis, She did not +

PNy suffer at all. But I felt so sorry for her under the anwsthetic, They

suddenly she was all right. s
Jury ab, A second conversation with Perth. Minute made, though

there was nothing important,

In Spain the situation is on the way 0 being restored on the Ebro

lromt,
lommotion over Starace’s communique (actually written by the |
D"C(‘) on the chiuh quc,qti(m, L‘;z

Jury 27. Nothing worthy of note.

Juny 28, Sinee the shorthand report of a speech "'f C*@rn!»crlnin’a
did not make it clear whether he regards the cvacuation of the folue
teens fromi Spain as not only o necessary, but also o sullicient condition
for the implementation of the Pact, I have given (_.:wll-l ingtructions tg
inquire precisely into the Prime Ministet’s intentions. -

Piecols.
(hristiau Svience Montor,

s

L iine Alessd, editor of the Teieate papos 2!
4 Pan] Cremona, Kome coreespondent of the
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;ambara hag sent a nervous dispatch. It is the pessimistic influcnce
of Berti, who would like to come to Italy to discuss . . . politics.
Politics—too often the unhappy mania of soldiers.

JuLy 29. Nothing worthy of note.

Jury go. Following the Pope's speech, violently critical of racialism,
I summoned the Nuncio and gave him a warning—if the Vatican
continues on this path, a clash is inevitable because gince the conguest
of the Empire the Duce regards the racial question as fundamental, It
is the lack of racial preparedness of the Italians which caused the
Amhara insurrection. I spoke quite plainly to Borgongini, explaining
the premises and the aims of our racial policy. He seemed pretty
convinced, and T may add that he showed himsell personally very anti-
Semitic. He will confer with the Holy Father to-morrow. I think it is
right to take steps to avoid a crisis, but if the Church wants one, we
shall not be the losers.

The news from Spain is pretty atatic, We are waiting for Berti to
arrive here.

Jury gr. Ill with tonsillitis, I am to stay in bed until August 7.

AvausT 8. Back at work. General Berti gave me an account uf the
condition of our troops, Curiously enough, he i for once less pessimistic
than usual. He is full of praise for the heroism of the legionarics. He
thinks, however, that unless we decide to send furthér reinforcements
on a large scale, we shall have to evacuate the infantry, even if it means
unilateral action. He is waiting for a decision.

The Duce is very worked np about the racial question and very
angry with Catholic Action. He has ordered that all Jews are to be

struck off our diplomatic list. T am to begin by recalling them to 0
Rome, He attacked the Pope violently. ‘I do not underestimate his

strength,” he said, ‘but he must not underestimate mine either. 1941
shiould have taught him, A wign from me would be enough to unleash
all the anti-clericalisin of the Italian people, which has found it hard
work to swallow a Jewish Cod." He repeated his theory about the
paganization of Christinnity throngh Catholicism, “That i the reason
why 1 am both Catholic and anti-Christian.” He refused to receive
Grandi, who was lelt crestiallen in the ante-room,

1 received the Nuncio, We discussed the question of Catholic Action,
A for the race problem, the Pope, now that he understands what
it ig really about, shows signs of disarming. / ‘

The Japanese Antbassador told me that his Governraent intends to
make a frontier agreement with Russia, that for this reason their
counter-meadures have hitherto been restramned, but that if the
U.5.8.R. chould intensify its provocations there might he no limit to
the consequences. T indicated our understanding and synipathy,

v
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“Auvcust g, I had a talk with Father Tacchi-Venturi.! We agree
about the advisability of taking steps to avoid a conflict between the
Holy See and Fascism. There is no real issue to fight about. The
friction with Catholic Action is unimportant and may casily be kept
within bounds, il there is goodwill on both sides. Tacchi-Venturi
distrusts Starace, ‘If a man has once been a mason,” he said, ‘he is
a mason for thie rest of his life.”

I received Blondel, who brought me a vague expression of France’s
goodwill to arrive at an understanding. Apart from that we talked
about routine administrative questions,

Aveust 1o. I discussed with the Duce the draft reply which Franco
has prepared for the Non-Intervention Commiittee. Although many
things in it don’t scem perfect, we decided not 1o raise objections,
particularly as the Germans ave in fundamental agreement and Franco
is in a hurry to reply.

At the sea I saw the Ambassador of the U.S.S.R., who came to talk
io me about the commercial pourfarlers, which are not making progress.
I gave him an appointment for to-morrow evening. T took him to task
about an article full of personal insults, which has appeared in the
Fournal de Moscou. 1 agsked him .wlu:‘thf:r he was the author and said
that, as he was using his ima;;nm.lmn, he might have done better.
He was very embarrassed, but denied t.hat he had written it, Then,
to extricate himsell from a tricky position, he said: ‘I promise I shall
write against you when 1 am no longer Ambassador.” To which |

ger Ambassador, T promise I shall never

replied: “When you ar¢ no lon ‘
. P B (] TR I' g - i
write @ ‘word about you again.’ The Russian Counsellor, who is

intelligent, saw that I had scored a hit. :
Jacomoni reported to me on the situation in Albania and the progress
of our preparations. Allis going very well. The alarms about ituninent

Italian action have died down sis
Sereggi.
Attaché in Greece to keep a close

Avcust 1. I told our Military ‘ '
watch oo military preparations in the direction of the Allfgnxarn [Yontier,
;s ith the possibility of an ugly

1 don't want the Grecks to Le ,nrc;):n't'd' bl

ingident when we occupy Albania. ‘They may algeady have got wind
of our plans. I know they are setting up artillery in the Janing]
chatrict.

Conversation with the Russian
negatiations, which have reached a de
tities nequested by us before we will agree 10 the
supplies,

Ambassador about the commercig)
sdlock over the minimum quan-
ir demands for aireraft

raehed w the Clongrewation of Rites, He

t Father Pietro Tacchi-Ventord, o Jesuit at
Concordat ol 1920

played a large purt in the negotiation of the

e my conversation with General |

[
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v and Jacomoni showed me the plans for the Sporting Club
teatre in Tirana, which I approved in principle. I want to create an
absolutely first-class Italian centre, which will consolidate our nationals
and gather foreigners and Albanians round us. It will be opened at
Christmas.

AucusT 12. Berti was with the Duce. He had a talk with him
during my illness, in which he explained the situation. To-day it was
a question of tying up the loose ends. By way ofa most lucid exposition
and some rigorous logic the Duce arrived at the following conclusion,
There must be plain speaking with Franco and we must find out what

his intentions are. If he is really prepared to renounce the assistance of

the foreign volunteers, then, without obliging us to submit to the
humiliating formalities required by the ‘Non-Intervention’ Committee,
he must send away our infantry with every honour, If; 6n the other
hand, he is still anxious to have us, then, in view of the fact that with
our present forces operations are impossible and the further fact that
we are not disposed to remain in Spain as spectators, we shall send
10,000 men as replacements. 1If; lastly, a crsis oceurs in the *Non-
Tntervention’ Committee and France reopens the frontier, we can send
one or more divisions to bring the war to a rapid end. Berti will see
Franco and give us a reply before the 2oth.

Report from Piccio on the state of feeling in France. Much anxiety.
A Minister in office has told him that in the event of conflict with the
Axis the defeat of France is already regarded as inevitable by the
I'rench leaders.

Gave Fransoni® instructions for his mission to Prague.

Avcust 13, Nothing worthy of note.

AucusT 14. To Venice hy air.

Avoust 15. At Venice, with the family.

Avoust 16, Back to Rome by aic. A good flight, Nothing very
iImportant at the office. The Duce, as always, is calm. He talked ahout
Balbo's visit to Germany and the war in Spain, As Balbo seems (0 be
worrying about the hidden reasons for his mission, the Duce authorized
me to tell him that lie wanted to have him as the most cormpetent -
“which is not tru¢’, he immediately added—observer of German alr
power, now that things are moving towards a showdown, Balbo was
delighted when I told bim this. In any case he was enchanted with the
visit, the Germans, their aeroplanes, everything. Now that his vanity
has been flattered, he talks like the most convinced supporter af the
Axis. 1 gather one thing from his account—the German air force is
very powerful and technically much more advanced than ows.

1 Parar, an alian sechitect. A feiend of the Mussolin family:
+ frandesen Branaoni, cecenty uppointed [taliun Minister in Prague

L
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It was a long conversation with Balbo, Still in a state of euphory
from his journey, he had abandoned his attitude of criticizing’ every- |
thing and ¢verybody, except where Acsta and the Empire was con-
cerned. Balbo is just a great boy, spoilt, restless, lively, ignorant, and
at times potentially tiresome. Not, I think, dangerous, because he has
no means of being dangerous,

I received the Polish Ambassador. He brought me a message from
Beck about Geneva, a message without any importance except as a
proof of the Polish desire to keep their contacts with us alive,

Avaust 17. I described my conversation with Balbo to the Duce,
I confirmed that he is not aware of the manceuvre but is actually
delighted with what he regards as a success. Mussolini replied: ‘One 13
always happy when one does not understand.’

I advised the Duce to have an important street in Rome named after
d’Annunzio, instead of an avenue on the Pincio, which is what the
Governor has done. If Rome can honour so many more or less negli-

- gible dead men with a main street, that wonderful Ttalian, Gabriele

d’Annunzio, deserves something more.

At the sea 1 introduced Balbo to the Russian Counsellor. Balbo, |
who adores talking, started a more or less futile discussion. ‘Balbo is
sympathetic and also intelligent,’ said Helfand afterwards. “But T am
convinced that all this talk about anti-Mussolini aspirations is nonsense,
Balbo doesn’t come up to Mugsolini’s waist.’

Aucusr 18. Nothing important, except that the Duce flew to
Pantelleria, Tn the present situation of extreme tension this will make
a great noise in the world. He telephoned me when he got back. He
is enthugiastic about the military preparations of the island, which have
reached a very high degree of efficieney.

At the sea the English Chargé d’Aflaires’ asked mie again, formally,’
whiether or no it is true that we have given arimns to Franco vecently,
Inevitably, I reserved my reply.

Avausy 1g. The Duce and I settled the reply to be given to the 4
English: As we have an expeditionary force in Spain, as this force is '
tighting, as the wastage of yunitions proceeds al the same rate as, or
faster than, that of men, and as we cannot send our soldiers into hattle” = ¢
armed with olive beanches, we have sent what (s fecessary to prevent
their being massacred by the armis inflitrating—as the English well
know--in large quantities over the Pyrenees. This Is what 1 am to sgy & 00
to Sir Noel Chaeles tosmorrow. The consequences of this reply are got

dithieult o foresee, Particwarly as Franco’s note to the ‘Non-Interveén. &
tion” Committee will also cause a little commation, o
! i Noel Charles, Counsellor at the Beitiah Fabagy in Rowne:  Chavge d'Affwirey 0 ‘
i the absence of Lord Perth, High Comuisiondr in daly, 19447, R
|

|

i



EAC (‘()rdm;5 to a xcport from the Asqstant Military Attaché in Bcrlm. "'_‘-‘1 Ny
~ German officers regard action in Czechoslovakia as inevitable and
,; imminent-—end of September. Everything is said to be ready down to
~ the last detail. The air force is to play the principal role. Through
~ political channels not a word has been said to us yet. We ought
* therefore (o stick to the position as it was in May, when we were assured
v * that a recourse to force could be ruled out, at least for some years.

Auvcust 20. I spoke to Sir Noel Charles in the form anticipated.
* Minute made of the conversation. He pcrsona.ly did not boggle at our
 reply, but I doubt whether its reception in London will be as friendly. .
Sl I gave Autolico written instructions to see Ribbentrop and ask for
prucn.sq information on what the Government of the Reich intends to
- do in Czechoslovakia, with the ol.uut of *enabling us to take measures
P in time on our western frontier’. This communication will have a
W "\ considerable effect on the € .crm—ms, us it demonstrates just how far
'°,§x we are prepared to go. Actually the news from Berlin suggests more e
. and more that the crisis of the Czech guestion is at hand. Will the ‘(
. conflict be localized or will France set fire to the powder barrel? Ing é}l
".‘_"'" that eventuality there is no alternative for us but to fall in heside g
Gcrm'm)c immediately, with all our resources. The Duce is decided * el 5
 on action. Hence the need to know things completely and in time.

Avaust 21. Berti's account of his conversation with Franco has M‘\;
l “ % .'« arrived. Franco tnrns down the idea that we should send new divxsionn ' 'vi !
| mj . ==1he most he will ac cept is that we send 10,000 replacements to main-
uh% tain our present forces in a state of efficiency. In (hese circnmstandes

the Ducc, allor a Imq., .Jm ussion, h.\u corhe round 0, the ‘dcu of 7

j&‘ ¥ J'Mauh 24 dwnsiom vmuld In: cone entralctl mto a single divmon, the ‘,
A "‘*"ﬂ'st helween ten and fifteen thousand men, would be rcpnu‘inu'd thelr‘,}'
~,l..:; repatriation to be negotiated with the English, whom we could confront fv', ,
' ml with the dilemma ol either implementing the agrecments of Apeil 16 or Lo ¥
Uy ulhm ing them to lupse. IF they choose the latter alternative, our puth f
1 iy clear for a military allinnes; with Germany. ;
It sgems to me an excellent plan.  Above all it serves to set in motion
] numn w machine which has been stationary for too long und o extivats
s from an unplensant impasse,  Franco, I think, will be satisfied M(h'{?’&r
“a solution of this kind, And the Germans, xt seems to me, cannot help‘ R
1 bui approve, \
U In the afternoon 1 went to Venice. ':
~ Avausr ez, The Duce has himsell dralied a telegram for Berti 0“',‘
Lo the lines of what was seltled yesterday,  As 15 usual pn uu.mllum c)l y
A exeeptional importanee, he has ordered me to frive & copy of m‘ ot
) Stelegram to the King. o
\ r)' i
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" It seems that the Pope made another disagrecable speech yesterday
. about exaggerated nationalism and racial ideology. The Duce has

summoned Pather Tacchi-Venturi for this evening and proposes to

deliver an ultimatum to him. ‘Contrary to what is believed,” he said
to me, ‘T am a patient man. But I must not be made to lose my
patierice, or I react by making a desert. If the Pope continues to talk,

I will tickle up the Italians and m less than no time I will turn them

into anti-clericals again, The men in the Vatican are insensible,

mummified. There 15 a slump in religious belief—no one believes in

a God who bothers about our petty troubles. I should despise a God

who bothered about the personal atlairs of the policeman standing at

“ = the corner of the Corgo.’

Nevertheless, it would be a good thing if this friction came to an end.
[n the present difficult international situation a conflict with the
Church would help nobody. I have always acted on this principle
with Borgongini.

Buflarini came to talk to me about his quarrel with Starace. He feels
4 that he is suspected and is uneasy. Starace really does distrust him, [
» shall try to bring them together—this is not the mowment to anuoy the

Duce with palace squabbles.
. Aveusr 23. Nothing worthy of note.

4 AuvcusT 24. Some reports from Barzini! l!avc macde the Duce
worried about the situation in Spain, He used violent lz.mgnage about
Franco, for letting the victory slip when he already has it in his grasp,

0 The Duce believes that a return to the offensive and Lo victory by the

o Reds is not impossible. He is indipggmnv \\"n'h _(ht' French pregss—a

libellous rag, Aux Fcoutes, has published ‘ldl(Jll(.: rcports‘.almut. an

imaginary liver disease of his. “Thus Europe, he said to mie, “is destined
to perish because it suffers from a mortal (’_«‘l‘“l]" 1on—it tells lies,’

The news from Bled? is good—parity of armiaments for H}mgmy i%
4 in itself a notable improvement. 1f Kanya docs not let himself be
governed, as he usually does, hy his absurd p.ﬂ‘,)mh""s against !hc
Roumanians and the Serbs, there is a chance of an agreement being
reached about wminorities oo, In any €ase the “,l"d. meeting hiy
marked & new phase in the crumbling of Ih.«' ‘l_,m'r l'flltl:.nlc. Cizechiow
slovikin s isolated. ‘The French system of fiiendships is completely
upset, : ‘ W ¥

I said good-bye to Admiral Somigli, who is sething oft with fwal
cruisers on & voyage round the world. T ape ke to him about the general

. R Lo w7 e 0 1l e B
situation and, as T had already rq)lmm-:(.} to Clavagnari, 1 adderd that

ont of the Papolo d'Tlalia in Spain

vy and the states ol the Little Entente

1 L0 pany of wrmanents was 1’t-mgldzm' A
wetr outual relationy, :

Fion ' Luigl Baraiid sunior, specinl correspond
: P At Bled, in Slovenia, on August 23, Hubg
" aigned Ao agreement by which Muogary's right @
and the fonr states renounyed the use of foree it




forraed into a task of war. With great composure he described his plan
for that eventuality—piracy and a high price for his skin. Somigli is
a man who will keep his word.

AucusTt 25. Villani came to see me on his return from a holiday.
He is pleased with the results of Bled. He confirmed that pacts with
Roumania and Yugoslavia about the minorities are now ready, but are
being held up because of Czechoslovakia. He had to admit that 1 was
right when 1 told him in March 1937, on my return from Belgrade,
that I had put a charge of dynamite under the Little Entente. We also
talked about the possihility of war in the near future. In Budapest too
nothing precise is known about the intentions of Germany. They
believe, however, as we do, that, whatever the solution turns out to
be, the crisis will probably be precipitated soon after the departure
of Runciman? from Prague.

I have sent a telegram of congratulations to Stoyadinovich and
another to Kanya, partly to underline the part we have played in
the affair.

Suvich, on the subject of America, repeats what we more or less
know already. He adds, however, that, in his opinion, in the event of
& war America will enter the strugple earlier than is generally believed,

August 26. Attolico has spoken to Ribbentrop in the sense of my
instructions of the 2oth, The reply is not altogether clear. There is
a great desire for action and ¢verything is now ready or very nearly
~but the final decision does not seem to have been made yet,

The Duce is indignant with Franco for the ‘serene optimism’ with

which he conducts the war. ‘Serene optimists,’ he said, ‘find themselves

under a tram as soon a8 they leave honie in the morning.”
Borgongini-Duca came, by order of the Pope, to talk to me abont the
announcement which is to put an end, for the present at least,'to the
Iriction between the Party and Catholic Action, 1 prodded hine and
he let himselfgo on the subject of the Pope. 1le says he has a tlu"‘OUMl‘l)'
bad character, authoritarian and almost insolent, Tverybudy i teyri-
fied of him in the Vatican, Borgongini himself trembles when he has
to enter His Holiness's room. He treats everybody with srrogance,
even the most illostrious cardinals, When Cardinal Paeelli, for instance,
goes to report, he has to write down all his insituctions at the PopF s
dictation, like any little secretary, ‘The Pope’s health is now good again,
He eats little meat, a good deal of cooked fruit. e drinks a limited
amount of red wine, He takes a good deal of exercise in the garden. In
spite of his eighty-two years he continues to govern the Church even in

W Lord Runchonn was i Pragie from August 3 1o September 16, ns an unofficial
medintor hetween the Ceech Govertiment atd the Sudeten Germans.

AUGUST 24, 1938 1~ AR ¢ O
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of peace may, in the event of a general conflict, be trans-
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he smallest details. ‘I shall govern until there is a Conclave,’ he is ,
always sayiog.
1 had a visit from a lunatic called Hilda de Toledano. With a great 3
aiv of mystery she declaved that she was the King of Portugal and ||

offered to include her kingdom in the Roman Empire. 8 |

Avaust o7. Conversation with Charles, in consequence of the
expulsicn of Mrs. Bastienille, of the Daily Telsgraph. 1 was able to pet 1
the order cancelled-~her oflence was, in any case, venial, g

Nothing clse worthy of note.

Auvcust 2B, Asked Beru for a reply to the Duce’s telegram, b

Nothing worthy of note. Ei

Avcust ag. The Duce is angrier than ever with Franco for his. ‘
] flabby conduct of the war. He is afraid there may be some very serious
B surprises. ‘Pat on record in your book,” he said to me, ‘that to-duy, . 4

’ August 2g. I prophecy the deleat of Franco, Either the man doesn’t :
o know how to make war or he doesn’t want to. T'he Reds are fighters
~Franco i¢ not. : ;-, i

Our Ambassador Rosso reaflirms his conviction that, in the event of -+ 'r
a Czech-German conflict, the Soviets will confine themselves to assis- W |
tance in the air and will not inake a total intervention. The samie thing
was intimated to me yesterday, in veiled terms, Ly Helfand, o

X

b b
e |
[
Pl
s By
B

I'he Czech guestion is more burning than ever. The Duce anticipates
. #

that the Germans will make the Sudetens act and an insurrection will
break out inside the country. 1ff Benes reacts violently, it will be Sis
possible for Hitler to bring ofl an intervention which will have oS
plawsible justification in the eyes of the world. Tt will be difficult for .'j!.fqi:':’_f \
France 16 move, She is not ready for war of o kind, still leay for an ¥ g {
aggiressive war, The English will do (?V"-l’)"l“_‘"ﬂ to avert a conflict, %,
which they fear more than any other country in the world, A
Avaust 30.  The American Ambassador, 'Wh“ Wt have left on et
Thursday, has had to postpone his Jeave. He is very worried abont the
situation and asked me what our attitude is. T puton the usual vecord,
pro-German and anti-Ozech-«the whole rr\'P“"_”'b‘m"' must be borpe ,!?,vl"!u‘
by Prague. 1 in my wrn asked what America W‘,“ do. H“ replied that rf":’:‘.#
it is the most emotional country in the world. 1t1s therefore di!h('ult to '5’:‘7
make any prophecy. At the moment the United States are pacifist, buy
goine cvent i the conrse of the war may alter the situation from m,q/
hour 1o another i *!;
5T The Duce hig glven arders to cancel the mumHhcs-w‘orld voyage of AW
i 0 the 9th Division. 'This fs not the moment (o scaiter our forcey. He alio |
announced fo me a project he hag for tarning M‘H"“'“l-m‘ Into a’ M‘
conicession for international Jewry. He says the country has important

; / Lkiy Somalifs iy
' Migluctinda, the noriesnmogt portion of Tiadian Som ilan, o

{
|
o

|

A
iy




\ 1§

%, ndtaral resources, which the Jews could exploit. Among others thereis =
~ the shark fishery, ‘which has the great advantage that, to begin with,
many Jews would get caten’. He is anxious for more thorough know- “Qh
ledge of the Fithrer’s intentions and programme for the Czech crisis, ,‘-rur}.,

I have written a letter in iny own hand to Attolico for this purpose. rent
3 The English Chargé d’Affaires returned to the question of the new *‘:1
' supplies,of aircraft sent by us to Franco. I replicd rather dryly, more or = =8
. less in the terms of my reply of August 20 to a similar question. i ,'1!.»:"“3 |

' Avcust g1. 1 accompanied Muti to the Duce. His exposition of «#5
the situation in Spain, made at the behest of Ambassador Viola, ds &
 pretty pessimistic. ‘We ought not to be surprised if in the course of the A

next month or two things take a turn for the worse for Franco. The 4 .'“ll
~ country is full of distrust and scepticisifi, the troops are weary, the Olllt‘r‘_?';‘“‘,'\"",'
| generals are restive. The reputations of Jague and Vigon are increasing . 1
. in Nationalist circles, while Franco’s star does not shine as brightly ”R;'U.iﬁf«‘- ‘
"\ it once did. The Reds have recovered the initiative on almost all &0 o

' gectors of the front and won consideruble successes. The action of the's
~ crossing of the Ebro has raised their morale and lowered that of the
Nationalists, who in their initial disorderly flight got as far ast
Saragossa. ‘The Ttalians too are tired. Viola proposes that not one, h
but both our divisions should be withdrawn from Spain, leaving and &=
“8L possibly reinforcing our air force, tanks, and artillery, Gambara will -i‘_“ A
0 be here to-morrow with Berti’s proposals. We are waiting for them @i
4 and then we shall decide. ‘ 5’5‘2}‘;
«J'@‘,{ ' The Roumanian Minister has asked for the adherence of Ttaly 1o the S8
1 ‘;Llfl' Danube agrecrment, He said to me that under no civcumstances will :ql

. Roumania allow Russian troops (o pass through her territory, witlmu% 3

.

PR R :
L hirst fighting with ail her resources. A

‘;f"f Serremner 1, Conncil of Ministers, Measure against foreigh Jews =8

y #’" yesident an ltaly. .I'!\{'-r '

f ‘% Plew to Yemee.
y ) )\
0 Sepaemner 20 Plew bdék in the morning. The Duce i disturbed. &
@:M by the fact that the Germans are letting us know almost nothing Of"»..f{:‘
e gt l‘hoir‘pm;;.r\.‘mm.w with regard (o Czechioslovakin, He ordered me .tu 5
“@W't.dk to Hewse, He wants 10 dnow how (e Cermany intends to punh»:ﬁ?ﬁ,
V’i. things, and to what extent and how she expeets to be hnl_perl by us,
A Astolico’s reports do 1ot at the moment, provide decisive evidence—he =0
0 i personally is against our committing ourselyes tod fan, L
Hewse npeees with us ont the need for closor confaets. He says he hag
) r-‘cmmnm;(‘lm action in this vense to Goring, Hesse did not unbuttun
hitnsell, but he says that he knows important tiings which he cannot |
¥ poveal without the authorigation of his oliels. ader seal of seerecy he
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o “delence lines are not yet ready. He will leave to-morrow morning for
a conference with the Fithrer—Ribbentrop is far from well informed.
The new Argentine Ambassador paid me his duty visit. He is not
particularly striking.
Gambara reported on the situation in Spain. He will confer with
the Duce to-morrow. The soldiers (Berti has not yet spoken to Franco
» in accordance with the instructions of August 22) have some idea which
‘ does not coincide with those of the Duce, but they do not dare to express
it clearly. We shall sec to-morrow.
: Prunas has sent a telegram about a conveérsation between Bonnet and
o the German Ambassador in Paris. The terms were quite precise—
France, England, and Russia would iutervene at once, with American
support. Will such language have a useful effect on Germany, or has
Hitler perhaps already gone too far to draw back?

SeprrMBER §. Conference at the Palazzo Venezia with Gambara,
who put forward the views of the commanders of the Volunteer Corps
on the advantages and disadvantages of leaving traops in Spain. The
Duce's idea of leaving a single division was ruled out as equally compro-
mising and more dangerous. Either withdraw all the infantry, or send

o © reinforcements to strengthep the two present divisions, take over
‘ command of the Arrows, get the Spaniards to give us two divisions,
and aftack Barcelona with this combined force. The Duce ruled out
this proposal and agreed to the total withdrawal of the infantry. He
. drafied a telegram for Berti, with orders to communicate it to Franco.
If Franco agrees, good. If not, we ghall find another solution, but the
Duce will impose his own conditions about the method of conducting
the war. The Duce is convinced that Franco ]""f ]"Si\his best ¢harices
of bringing the gamie to a speedy end. Now t.hc situation has changed,
and time, as always, is working against the side which wastes it.
Ty Attolico has had a talk with Ribbentrop. Nothing new. If there is
W provocation the Germans will attack. "\PP“"'"“"!Y nothing else hag
W been decidled by the Fithrer, 1t is entirely in our mterest not to press
" for further replies, It is clear that the Germans do not want to let us
" "4 into the game, That leaves us the most complete liberty of action in
A \:;4\- any eventuality,
£

e

Aceording to veports rom Budapest the {Hungarian soldiers foresee

4-"
fi ’

%f it as inevitable but not imminent--next spring.

VB0 Suprumpen 4. The Dice was very worked up about the Jews, He
W hinted at measures which he intends to get the next Grand Couneil to

i adopt, and which will, taken togother, congtitute the Charter of the

Rave, Actually the Charter has already heen drawn up by the hand

0 of the Duce. ‘The Grand Council will do no more than sanction it with

@

1 a clash as inevitable and imminent. Kanya o the other hand regards;



conditions for life and work.

Tlhe Ducé went on to say: ‘T am familiarizing the Italians with the
idea that there is something else they can do without-~the Vatican.
Materially, the contribution which the Vatican makes to us is negli-
gible—there is no money coming in from it. In a Rome of eighty or
a hundred thousand inhabitants it counted for something. In the
flourishing and industrious Rome which will soon pass the million and
a half mark it has no weight at all. Pilgrimages are becoming rarer,
worse attended, and poorer. The fight against these powerful forces,

~ as many consider them to be, serves to give the Italians a backbone. It

also serves to show that certain mountains are no more than blisters.”
To Lucca, for the races.
SpprEmBER 5. Borellil tells me that there is an oppressive atmo-
. . J . .
sphere in Milan. The anti-Semitic measures and the demographic

raeasures have hit too many people to be popular. But the Duce, when
he believes it to be necessary, has the courage to be unpopular. And S8

in the end he turhs out to be right,
Sola, giving his opinion on the present situation, says that the attitude

of Roumania is linked with that of Britain. If London embarks upon, & &5

& war, Bucharest will follow. In that case the Russian troops will haye
an unopposed passage through Bessarabia. If this is true, many culou-

lations will have to be rapidly revised. Rowmania is of little account as

» military force, but she may be a decisive factor owing to her position,
Contradictory reports from Berlin—Ribbentrop hints at a resump-

tion of negotiations with Prague, while his Under-Secretary telld ™

Attolico that the crisis will be precipitated about the 20th. Meanwhile
we still have not had a elear and decisive statement. Why?
Pariani wie relating 1o me a conversation he has had with Clanaris,

the head of the German Intelligence Service, when 1 was told about |

a dimarche made by the Freuch Military Attaché, informing us of the
mobilization of reservists on the Rhine frontier. He added thil nothing
of the kind has been done on the Alpine frontier. 1 telophioned the
rews to the Duce, who insiricted me to inform Berlin, saying that the
thing leaves us indifierent so long as we do not know the decisions of
the Reich. “This is a dirty trick on the part of Feance,” he said. Tt will
have bad consequences.’

Pariani gave me a report on the condition of the frmy-—reassuring,

Srrreminr 6, Starace talked to me last night about the internal
Situation. According to him the country has been slightly shaken by the
becent measures. ‘T am sorry to have to usé the word,’ he said, ‘but

1 Aldo Berelli, editor of the Corriere dolla Sera,
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— {hire is an atmosphere reniiniscent of Quartarella.! The Party is so L
—nd in good shape. Soare the people. The unrest is in the bourgeoisie.’

Cavallero? is optimistic about the military operations in the Empire.
He expects to be able to liquidate the last centres of rebellion before
“hristmas, In the event of a general war, he ig not afraid ot a large-

scaln rising of the inhabitants. At present, while our military prepara-
" tions are not yet complete, he thinks that offensive action might take
' the form of an operation with a small radius in the Sudan. In two
£ years he expects to have the resources to occupy Egypt, and he is also
L sadying o surprise action against Aden, in order to deprive the English

i :L‘;'f " of this base. '}
' Jr"igf‘ The Prince of Piedmont eame up to me at the sea and asked for = =
S 0E pews of the dituation, I gave him a report on Czechoslovakia and '
- S Spain. His attitude is very correct and calm. In the course of the ‘
","‘Jfl | conversation Sforza® way mentioned. The Prince is indignant that he ‘,"
B s still a Senator and has the Collar of the Annunziata, ‘We must get "2
""" him out of the Senate,’ he said. “Then we can take away the collar
N as well) B
i Hesse is hack from Berlin with a message fror Hitler to the Duce.
“. ' We shall see it to-morrow. In ‘.h"‘ way -of concrete news from the
oAb U German-Czech front there is nothing. o
' 1:(9 Sewa kapin 7. This morning's press reports seemed optimistic on 4 o

J:w,*“’.*‘ the subject of (zechoslovakia, on the grounds that Prague was likely
German demands,  Later in the day,

'L however, there were more s¢ eptical reports from a German source—dt
f'lh“:blzjl\‘.‘;,‘ seerns that the wave of enphory was deliberately ereated by London |

"%’l'*v‘."‘ and Pacis,
SO 1 went with Messe to the Duce. {e has had two conferences with | 1
J )‘9}'{ the Fahrer and he read us a lang memorandum dictated by him, Tam &5

"

L to aceept or nearly aceept the

Tien i
'.’—”": £ preserving it among my documents. 'he conclusion is: l‘f will attack .;: ‘.’»‘
‘*fi[ ) W i Czechaslovakia provokes hum-—-at the moment he i not in a position "‘Eg
! u.'-‘tn‘ﬁx a precise prograome, ‘ i i MV
L Franco, unwillingly it seems, has accepted the withdrawal of oue! 100
SR nlantry, The Duce has returned to his original proposal and offered 4

SO theough Bertiy wo leave. one division. He is afrald that & complets 00

" L evacuation might be regarded as a bf-.tmyal of Franco by us and lie 'ﬁ‘i q
AT prefers to march with his comtade all the way 1o the end, \

e

Ll!-‘.” i : " . v i Vo
»""ﬁ."-. . withdrawsl of her tather’s passport and worried about the veactions in Y 3}'.

o I
g ‘Q}f; Ol the woed near whete the hady of {\’1"'_";""""“’“ Ngte on-p fa), wai 't;- J ‘
i discovered on Augat 1§, 152, tvo montha sfter his disappoaranea, Y

¥ Coynt Do Gavidiery, (hmmmnrior-m«(jhicl‘ i Hont Afeies, G
Stafl, 1040 Commithee sicide dn Seplombe’ 1643

¥ (ot Chulo Storea, Forolgn Minister, jgac-1 A

‘f I veveived Conntess Custelbareo Toscanint, full of won about the f"‘ﬂﬁ-‘i

hiel of General "&2‘"
' o\,

)
) sk G701



Princess of Piedmont, should have gone to Lucerne for the Wagner ;'li*ﬁ%,'g‘_-"_
concert. But the withdrawal of the passport was the result of a tele- S8

phonic interception, from which it transpired that Toscanini had " f‘
attacked the Duce for his anti-Semitic policy, which he described as | a{f}"i

‘medieval stuff’. Nbh
0\ i v X K N T
A% Serremerr 8. Thanks to the incidents at Moravska Ostrava the o -‘}‘
i, Czech ship of state is back in mid-ocean again, Tl
(i I received the mission from Manchukuo at the Palazzo Chigi. The

\ 7‘:»\;_‘ leader is a timid Chinaman and at his heels are two Japancse, a soldier
% and a civilian, who don’t éven allow him to breathe without their
ik permission, ‘The scene was repeated at the Palazzo Venezia in the

presence of the Duce.

A% Received Blondel, He wanted information on our attitude. I
(1 expressed myself inore or less in the language of Informazione Diplomatica
' No. 19, which will come out this evening and which has been written
' entirely by the hand of the Duce. Blondel would like to know what 88
" are the mutual commitments of the Fithrer and the Duce. Lputonan = v
" air of mystery. ‘The truth is that there is nothing precise, But it is clear "y“i ;{}

ik d
Y

r

»
3 . . . . ¥

. that in any eventuality the Duce intends t march on the Axis line. Ry
i g/ &

!
st

1A
1Y

Y SerriMprr 9. I authorized Casertano! to subsidize Mizzi's party \\;
. in the Maltese elections to the éxtent of 150,000 Halian lire. L)
B The Duce has given Berti instructions to bring the conversations with - AWAEL

' Traneo to a conclusion: if he prefers, we leave one division of nine R
" battalions—otherwise we withdraw the whole of the infantry. Accords =
1 ing to the Duce the evacuation of the troops will not be able to take ;\"

iy
.('_{

(0L place before the second halfof October,
\  Sparano confiemed to me what he had already told the Puct~=iig

A4 . ' vy i ;! ¢ L SORG
" Y, Lojacono has got himself into an untenable position in Brazil, N(; will, i

U have ta be replaced. I am recalling him for discussions. -we shall IR
TG proceed by degrees. e
'J' ﬂ I watched a vehcarsal of to-morrow’s demnonstration by the )'mﬂhs ‘\' R
w&' ,:;uf the (LI.L.A They ar¢ g_ntxting on betier than T C’lpﬂil‘ﬂd- One st 5 "

.-:ig.\,'{‘ rernem ber that their trdining has been done in & few woeks anch that 00

Iy

s g

AR
y iy

b 2 muost of these boys come from villages where there i absulutely no sense

' ‘4 4 of discipline, Some of them don’t even speak Ttalian. i il\

' 3! F \ ; & ,|.‘ ‘l

b " L oSeprrmperr oo The GLL. demonstration went wall, The Duce }J‘L#“
Nk

@ Was pleased, \ ,@ 3

S8 Canversation with Hesse. Nothing worthy af notd. He talked about” Sud

SRR 1 dfihelio Cagertanoy momber of the secretariat of the Fuscise Parey,  Moad of tie'

; 4,5"?1'%; Office 1 Kast Afvica dm'inst the Abysstngan Wat, / AN
":1"-)?‘\."\‘ O X Civangs Naliana del. Dittor (o, the general arganizaton which i luded the variouk
U Rawedat youth orginteationg, for ot sexes and all agey up to 21, l

|}

—
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e Military Pact again. He says he has mentioned it to the Duce.
I reserved my reply. Then, in some confusion, he said that he had to
speak to me about A private matter. The Queen has commissioned
him to approach the Duce or me on behalf of her Jewish doctor
Stukjold. Apparently the Queen is very indignant about his expulsion,
and so is the King, who had great confidence in this doctor. But he
doesn’t dare to talk to the Duce about it. And they are Loth counting
on a friendly mediation from me . . . I did not commit myself, but
pointed out with a stiile to the Prince of Hesse that the F threr would
hardly approve ol missions of thix nature being entrusted to him, a
German and a Nazi. He turned pale.

SeprEMpir 11, To Ponte a Moriano and to Bagni di Lucca for
the ‘Poetry Prize’, ;

Franco has opted for the retention of one legionary division in Spain,
on the linies of our latest proposals. 4

SppTEMBER 12. Many communicut.inns from Berlin. The most
important is one proposing @ secret mecting between the Duce and the
Fihrer at the Brenner, on any day, but not later than September 25. The
proposal was made by Géring to Magistrati and then confirmed in
Hitler’s name. I told the Duce ubuw it on the telephone (at Rocca
delle Caminate) and he replied; ‘It 18 an idea which T do not reject.
We will talk about it.’ )

Nervous reports are coming in from the various capitals. Switzerland
and Belgium are putting their [rontiers in a state of defence, In Paris
there is talk of six classes being called up. Grandi hay telegraphed to

hat the Dude should intervene o

ask in the nate of Ghamberlain t £hes
restrain Hitler, whe acgcording 10 the English has not been informed

by those round him of recent British moves. We are not taking the idea

up. ‘An absurdity of this kind,’ saicd Mussolini, ‘proves that the English
And he instineted me o let the

are suffering from & displaced uterus.’ ;
Germans know thit, if at this juncture they require a gesture in thei
favour, he ‘i resdy to go a step : :
Diplomatica’s 1 passed this on 1o Attolico, who 18 ass;nl«:fl every now antl
then by a spasin ol fear of war and would like o g0 Into reverse. He
will, therefare, carry out this orde in a very lukv\.\‘mn. wiy, ‘'he
¥ F“hl'(}l“h 8[)(‘,('('1\. It seems to me very Sirong ‘-Ull‘ "'f'l'l,.’\llﬂ'%' not of a kind
o produce a clearing of the atmosphere. He talks of wir with an
unprecedented note of decision, And it 13 this that ets the tone of (he
gpecch, The Duce too, according to 8 telephone message lrom Alfier,
regards the Nuremberg specch as serious. ¢ Al
Suvich is leaving Washington for the Adriatica di Sicurta,! He s
ot pleased at this, and he has, very delicately, protested

1 Ritnione Adeiadea di Sleurth, an inurance campany.

further than the last duformaziona

W



“Xolpi talked to me about some personal questions of an intimate
nature.

SepreEMiERr 13. The Germans have accepted our offer. Attolico
telephoned to me from Nuremberg, after a conversation with Ribben-
trop, and asked that an Informazione Diplomatica should be published
saying that the Carlsbad eight points have now been superseded and
only a radical solution, on the principle of self-determination, can put
an end to the Czechoslovakian crisis. I informed the Duce, and he
vapidly drafted Informazione Diplomatica No. 20, dictating it to Anfuso.
Then I conferred with him about his meeting with Hitler. He does not
reject the idea but asks that it should be postponed until the beginhing
of October, as until then he is occupied with visits to the provinces.
I informed Attolico.

I delivered instructions to Alfieri on the degree of emphasis to be
given to the Informazions Diplomatica and on the tone of the press in
general-—actually on this occasion it has been good.

I telegraphed to Berti to form the single division and commence the

operation of concentrating the men to be repatriated. T also asked for
the exact figures of those who are coming home, as they will be useful

to me in my talks with the English.

Conversation with the American Ambassador. He wants to go on
leave and is trying to adapt the European situation to his personal
requirements, so that he may leave with his conscience at peace. His
conscience, if nothing else!

Conversation with Cristich. Important, and T have made a Minute.
He conlirms that Stoyadinovich intends to bring his attitude into line
with that of Italy,

¢ pam. Teleyraphic repUrts from Prague about the ultimatum
delivered to Benes by Henléin after yesterday’s incidents. 1 speak to
the Duce. e agrees that the situation is very serious, but thinks that
Benes will end by aceepting the ultimatum, ‘Swallowing bitter pills is
what democracies are made for.

Sppremper 14, The first reports of the rupture of negotidtions
between Prague and Henlein arrived last night, Ta-day has passed in

“an alternation between optimism and pessimism as different repor(s

Seome in. There is talk of serious incidents between the Sudetens and

i il‘; {

£

enlightened on the subject o
y L Genernl Bfisio Marmas, A p‘.u‘(i?hlﬂ leader in 1g43. Ariny Chidf of Sl 1048,

‘the police, with scores of dead. From Berlin out Mihtary Attaché!

telegraphs that the mobilization of the air foree has begun, with the
calling up of two thousand pilotz and the concentration of squadrons

" Wbn the aivfields neat the frontler. Diplomats have been flocking to the

Ministry. In general, they take a gloormy view. They all ask to be
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f the Inforhazione Diplomatica, and want to 8
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B

e I_;“;-é‘t'mo':?'s'ﬁtik? ‘
““¥now whether Italian solidarity will go to the length of standing beside
Germany in the event of war. Without giving a precise reply, 1 have -
allowed it to be understood that the answer is Yes. The Dritish Chargé
asked whether self-determination means a plebiscite. Yes. In that case, = '
he said, it will be difficult to get it accepted by Benes. The Belgian
Ambassador said; ‘You are asking Czechorlovakia to commit suicide,” !
ALY 8 p.m. Coup de thiédire. Attolico telephones that Chamberlain has
S asked for aninterview with Hitler and will be received at Berchtesgade Pl
4 to-morrow, 1 telephone the news to the Duce, who is astonished:
 “There will not be war,” he exclaims. “But this is the liquidation of k

© English prestige. In two years England has twice been floored.’ 1)

y: o o u VoS . VSN
" Sepremser 15 The wave of optimism produced by the news of s
" Chamberlain’s journey has heen checked as a result of the reports piling 4

L E My i ¢ & : 5 -
e f’ﬁ‘ up in confusion, from Prague and froin Berlin, about civil war in the =

*;f';\‘ ' Sudetenland. It seems that Benes is allowing his men to shoot at will, f\;):-
" And the dead are numbered in tens -some papers say in hundreds, &
" Attolico, usually an optimist, telephones that “if Chamberlain were not
on Gerinan soil, the forces of the Reich would already have come to the P."";
help of the Sudetens’. 1 received von Mackc_snscn, who came to thank '-.3,‘%'
' ne for the Duce's article ‘A Letter to Runciman', He described it a P
| a historie document. The Amba.?sadf»r 8 ralhcr. pessimistic. He says 7&4
_ that, unless Chamberlain has in his brief-case decisive and rapid pmpo,f'&?:;! J
' wals, it will be impossible for the P iihrfr not to give help to the Sudetens, +
"L We examined together the Balkan situation in the event of war, now H'ff:‘]‘
‘,ﬁ“f‘ that Yugoslay ncutrality is assured. [ our opinion Greece and Turkey ok tj‘&
L will not move. Wae
The Duce has runyg me up frequently from Rocea, He iy calm_.:f"t'?
- Resolute and imperturbable, he awaits the developments of events, But
‘ hﬂ s less omimintic tu-day than ycsmf-day'- At n-3() p-'"-‘AH‘.OHtﬂJJ! ‘
telephiones that in Berlin an intervention in Czc:r'!\rjsl(xvakxat s not |
wontldered imminent, althongh there are reporfs n.l mare and more | 1
serious ioeidents, Nothing is yet known ol 'tlw. "nlcr-(lhamlwrlui.,\r
conversation which began at 5 P, and is taking placg in the presencg
of a single intarpioter, Late in the evening {\uolicn fives e the fi
yeports of the conversation and the cornmuniqué. an

W

T A

, Sepremurnr 16, Interpretarions of the llitlc"-ﬂ‘hﬂ‘uﬂ‘mrhin coONyer ’{‘,f;‘.:-.
* | sation vary- 40 therefore do tendencies towards opmism or pessimism G
- In general there i o lecling that the ummnphﬂ‘r_hﬂn‘ht{tuv«lcured‘ The 4
| projeet for a fuvther conyetsation in the near fulure lN_llllterpr'N‘rd in
& fuvouralile sénse, The Duce is worried ahnu’t the attitude of Benes '
e I8 afvaid that he wants to foree the Fibiwer's hand by persisting infs
U yiolent anticGerman ropression.  He gtill hapes 10 provoke o gonfliety,
which fnay pechaps for him be tie anly way oMt
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ve seen many diplomats. 'The Roumnanian categorically denl .
“tlie report of French origin concerning free transit for the Russians 8
! ~ through Bessarabia. The Frenchman and the Russian, at the sea, asked i
| for news, which 1 did not give them. Blondel is pessimistic. He recalled -
~ the days of 1914, when he was at the Embassy in London. Then too
nobody wanted to die for the Serbs, and yet the war happened. And
the world then was much happier than it is now, and there were 50
| | many reasons for preserving peace. The Pole and the Hungarian came
t " to thank me for the action taken by the Duce, and formally announced
. that they intend to raise the question of their minorities, The Jap
‘f o wanted news. The Englishman brought me a message from Chamber- &
~ lain of goodwill with respect to the implementation of the Anglo-Italian
| SR Pact. , i
LT asked Attolico to give me precise news--partly for the purpose of
! "A"{‘n the speech the Duce is to make in Trieste—-and he telephoned that he
i 'ﬁ}:' will do so late in the evening, ' ! B STAED ?
( ,q,; . Reports from Praguc are botter-—but the intramsigence of the Benes Ak
! vy J‘:; Government is confired (8,30 p.m.). Ll b i

”EEE* SeproMBER 19, Altolico told me last night the points which Hitler © 58
© would like to be emphasized in the Duce’s speech: the solution mustbe 8
- speedy and it must be integral, i.¢, it must free all the minorities from
' servitude to the Czechs. { ,
' This morning, after a little routine administration, I flew to Lueea,
* swopped there for a few hours, and then went on o Vorli, where with
. Btarace and Alfieri T joined the presidential train, I gave the Duce the -
" latest news. ‘I have made my decitions,” he concluded. *If war brewks S5y
Sout in Germany, Prague, Paris, and Moscow, ['shall remain neutral, R
CLIE Great Britain intervencs, gémeralizing the struggle and glving it an  Je
*ideological character, then we shall throw oursclves into the flames,
Ttaly and Fascisni could not be neatral ! i
Personally the Duce is inclined to think that the dispute will end by
L having 4 military solution. This conviction was strengthened when he 1
Mearnt at Bologna the Iatest news about the formation of a voluntéer ,_,
Wfi by Henlein and the ficsh mcidents in the Sudetenland, He by 0
S8kl oy ever. He got his man 1o tell ug that he does vot want to be |
S disturbed dwring the night, even if important news arrives, “inlcas war
Tteaks out’, From Abang, where the train stopped for he night, 18
S8 kel phoned to Rome nud to Berlin, The press reports wre somewhat
ol iﬁnggm-mmh |
;ll S[l P MEER ‘8. l""‘l)[n \"Cﬂi(‘ﬂ o 'l‘]‘il?ﬂu! on Ahf)lu‘d '-he C'ﬂmil'iu \‘V‘lm. B

wonderful day, The sea was a micror and the sky the purest blue, o

Pricste weleomed the Duce in 4 riot of wun, flags, and devotion, It was %
ald thar the city was dopressed as a result ol the Anschluyy and the

ai
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al policy. But I have never seen atnore fervid reception, nor a mo
explosive fervour than here in Trieste. The Duce spoke. A great, calm
speech. Rarely do words have the weight of deeds--but for once this is
s, Even il nothing happens, the Duce has written to-day a page of
history made up of courage, loyalty, and honour, There is at once a
feeling that the European political horizon has grown clearer. Confir-
mation of this comes from every capital, Meanwhile reports from
London on the Chamberlain-Daladier meeting, though not precise,
indicate an unequivocil withdrawal. L'he only negative ¢lement in
to-day's news is Hodza’s speech. He declared that Prague does nat
want plebiscites and is prepared for resistance. But for how long, if
London and Paris let them down?

SppreMirk 19. I accompanied the Duce on to Yugoslav territory.
Very warm welcomes. Speeches exchanged were very friendly and very
significant at this moment. Here is a result which few would have
expected when I went to Belgrade in March 1937

The news of the Czech situation is on the whole more hopeful. The
Duce too is beginniug to incline for a peaceful solution.

Flew to Rome,

I received a hundred Yugoslav workers and spoke to them in a cordial
and comradely tone, Afterwards I had 2 talk with Cristich. He wanted
news, but I hadn’t much to give i, Charles wanted to see me and
left me a little note with general expressions of goodwill over the Czech
crisis. Without making any mystery, he added that the ebject of these
frequent visits is to let it be scen that contacts between Rome and:
London are cordially maintained,

Meanwhile there comes confirmation of a Hitler-Chamberlain meets
ing next Wednesday. And to-morrow (he Fithrer is to receive a

Hungarian representative (Horthy® or Tmredy?) and a Pole. Attolice

attachies uch importance to this meeting. I tried—unsuccesstully-—ta
find the diplomatic representatives of the two countries i Rome: 1

shall talk to them in the morning. 1 shall tell them to reinforce theie

action-—=Goermany must not be the only one 0o pmﬁt fromi this situation,

Surresmiir 20, Villani and Wieniewa were very satisfied with |

what 1 told them. . And 1 believe an injection from us was needad
hecause the attitude of London and Paris towards the demands d‘
Flungary and Paland seemed pretiy discourdging, Tyen Berhin doesn't
seem very anxious to associate the fate of the Qudetens with that of the
minorities of other tountries. '
The day has passed mostly in waiting for Prague’s reply—we leatng

this evening that it is negative. Hence new waves of pessimismn.

| D, Milsny Hodza, Prime Minjster of Cuechoslovakla

1 Admirdd Miklos Hortiy de Nagybaay Repent of Hungary.

L
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aThe Duce spoke at Udine. T listened to the speech at the Ministry,
Berti informs us that he is preparing the division to be repatriated in

the Seville area, in three regiments, But the whole thing has had to be

postponed, as our divisions are still being used to stem a Red offensive.

I have confirmation from a reliable source that our troops are tired. 8

Very tired. And that the idea of leaving a division in Spain has not

had at all a favourable reception. Anonymous and even signed letters

asking for repatriation are numerous. Signs of restlessness are increas-

ing. I should be sorry if this meagre division of discouraged veterans

were to let us in for serious trouble one day.

Spprimsrer 21, Still no decisive news from Prague to-night, It

" seems, however, that Benes is capitulating. The delay in announcing

the news is due, according to reports from our Minister, to the fear of
disturbances.

From Spain, Nulli! confirms that the repatriates will amount to =
about 10,000, ready to embark by the end of September. Meanwhile,
Negrin® has annouriced at Geneva that the Red Government is, as a | L
unilateralaction, dismissing all its volunteers. Why are they doing this?
Do they feel themselves so strong? Or is it merely a demonstration of
it platonic nature? So far as we are concerned, I think this robs our
partial evacuation of some of 1ts flavour. But it has the advantage that
the initiative is not made to appear ours—this wonld certainly have
lent iteelf to disagreeable comments about Italian weariness, betrayal
of Franco, etc,

SpprimsLr 22, The Duce has returned to Rome. T conferved with
“him on the Spanish problem and of course on the Czech situation. The
Olsief is sceptical about Spain. He believes that Franco, who has now
lost his chance of victory, will come to a compromise with the other
side. We shall lose our four milliards of eredits, and for this reason we
~ must pull ont what we can while we can. On the Czech problemn he
insists on the necessity for & solution of the Hungarian and Polish
‘problems as well,
i Received the German Ambassador, Made a Minute ol the conversa-
x‘\‘?.}'linu. In the name of the Fithver he thanked me for all that the Duce
apd Ttaly have done. He told ine to expect o message irom the Fihrer,
S Bt which as usual the Prince of HMesse will be the bearer.
In the afternoon 1 received Perth and Villani. Miautes of both
Eonversations, Perth was particularly anxious o irpress upon me that
Wihere is no trath in what is said about England not miaking war at any
price.  Unirue, England does not ‘want war, but she will fight if

i ted

L Colorel G B Nulli- Augst; attached 1o the '8 (Spain) oftice in the Forcign
\‘llli'xhy ! .
Ve, Jusy Negrin, Spanish Republican Prime Minister,

y
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Germany does not know how to stop at the point where moderation
counsels.

_ Vague reports from Prague. Resignation of Hodza. Military

' Cabinet. Red flags and demonstrations in the streets. At the same

time it appears that the Germans are oceupying the frontier towns

and posts, Can all this happen without a clash? :
in Spain the March 23 Division has performed prodigies of valour, = 3

Wondeilul legionaries, who protest and moan when they are resting

and in the attack find once more the enthusiasm of the first battle.

And they have been there twenty-two months!

No precise news of the Hitler-Chamberlain conversation.

SerTEMBER 23, 1 got the impression from Atiolico un the telephong £
last night that things are not going well at Godesberg, Confronted with 28
the nebulosity of the English proposals, the Fuhrer presents four precise ;;J-I.!‘
demands. Meanwhile in the Sudetenland the guns are booming and 55 3
the machine-guns emptying their belts. This morning there is a further o4
complication—Chamberlain and the Fithrer do not meet, but Cham=2 ¢
Derlain writes a letter waking him to reconsider his demands and redeaft
. them. 1 told the Duce. He regards this as extiemely serious. ‘When S
you start putting downt points on paper,” he says, ‘it means that you
' consider the situation to be desperate and are trying to justify yourself =
4. before history.! Ribbentrop telephones 1o Attolico that Hitler too will 5 {
‘ veply in writing and will not move frorm his position. Sure enough, ups =5
W0 to 7 pan, there has been no news of further conversations, except ong W
 between Henderson and Ribbentrop. ¥t ]
I recelved the Roumanian Minister. He made animportant commus Ay
oication to the eflect that Bucharest is beginning to appreciate the .\__’"},.
¢ituation and understands the Hungarian clnims, but asks that the \?}‘
Hungarians should not make any rash move and should confine thems &
selues 10 redsonable ambitions. I did my best to encourage Roumanisis
W betray the Little ¥ntente, Not havd work, as thiere Is nothing she sy
wants 1o do more. The situation between Warsaw dnd Maoscow I/l
looking much blacker, sty
7 pote Pariani telsphones to say that General Marras has informed |
him that “to-morgow 8 the day'. Attolico conlirms that ‘the fatal lsue
of events' iy now very near. I telephone the news fo the Prefect off
Florence, so that he can inform  the Duce, who 8 on the way W
l/‘l"

' Padua ok
T

(R
[}
I
k

Suprempui ¢4, ‘lelephone suessages, frecpuently contradictaryy 0
gontinued throughout the night. Tn the morming 1 learnt two precisg {#51
pieces of news: general mobilization in Pragnc and the contents of tiEERS
memorandum given by itler to Ohamberlain, vie. & confirmntion of et
Iiin clernds in their enticety, With the terminal dutes of October 1 faft .

|, s
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BRPTEMBER 24, 1088 =410 TN SR TR
thé cession of the Sudetenland and November 25 for the organization
of the plebiscites in the mixed areas. Ribbentrop assures us that until'
~ this date (October 1) German troops will not enter Cizechoslovakia,
. The Duce, who after the first reports wanted to come back to Rome, &
~ has decided to continue his journey and I advised him to do so. He
spoke at Belluno to-day, explaining the situation with precision. From
~ Berlin we are told that the terms of the memorandum were to be kept L i5es
' {'\I'v"_ secret. But now . .. News of mobilization in France. Also in England. '
. The Yugosiav Minister conlirms that his country’s attitude 1s one of
~ " neutrality in any eventuality. i
~ In the afternoon Berlin telephones that Hesse will arrive in Venice
'~ bearing a message {or the Duce from the Fithrer. I set off on a night
+ Mlight to mect him, A wonderlul flight~~the lights of Venice, on a = =
~ ¢alm September evening, look like a diadem of phosphorescent
S jewels. - 'J;ﬁ",

 Seeresmaen 2y 1 receive Hesse at the Grand Hotel, and we leave
St once by car for Schio, where the Duce is stopping for a few houss. \;‘
W ¢ He has no written message, perhaps no very precise missior't, Hc 15 Wi
:;f“’wj R thank the Chief for all that we have r‘lum: and convey to him "Tl‘tl(!( R
.f.r'h'ﬂ:;;; promise that in any need; whether of defence ol f\uavk. all the forces 88
i of Germany will be at our disposal, He is also to give us the latest news, 58 5

;r Ai‘? WG

3% of the situntion, He repeats, as facts, what we more or less know about *11*.’
0 the conversations with Chamberlaln and the German demands. The =
AL position is now clear: if by October 1 the Gzechs have not accepted the
L terms of the ultimatum, Germany attacks, Naturally with the aim of &0
totally destroyiay Crechoslovakia, (Hesse also hinted at the possibility =00
L ol incorporating Crzechs and Slovaks in the Reich, with a large measure 5
" of autonomy!)  Hitler still believel that France and Fogland will not
X ?’}"ﬁurch. Pt shm'u‘d they do ""‘Ah" is ready for the conflict. e even 8
B s that the military aud political situation Is so favourable to the 0t

0 Axis that it might be better to play now o game which will inevitably

‘ 5 have to be played one day, Hesse adds that Ribbentrop is ¢ven more
gl .i‘ extemiat i this direction. The Duce veceives s in the presidential 4
S train, He in severe but serenel’ He listens in silence to Hesse's exponls
U tion, Then says o few words in reéply. Aller thanking him for (he

| ";'ennummiuutiuu, he puts forward his point of view: France will not 5
S march, because Togliod will not fall in behind her, Bhauld the con- \'J-"-“.'.{Piii‘“
S fliet, however, become peneral, we will place ourselves by the side of ‘1'
A Germany immediately after the entry of England imto the war, Not
AL give hor justification for war.' The Duce (oo |

Ry . ietion of out victoryfotce of atms and ireesise
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“1n effect, no new or decisive factor has resulted from the conversa-
tion. However, the Duce and I, though we did net incite Germany to
war, have done nothing to restrain her.

During the flight T listen to the Duce’s speech at Vicenza. Then he
galls me to the telephone, He ventilates the possibility of a meeting
between me and Ribbentrop, in order to clarify the conditions of
[talian intervention. He also announces a small preliminary mobiliza-
tion of 25,000 men,

Reports, very vague, from London and Paris, on the Cabinet nieet-
ings which have taken place. Daladier and Bonnet will be in Paris
to-night. It seems that the Czech Minister! in London has already
given a negative reply to Hitler's memorandum. People are kneeling
and praying for peace in the streets in England. The Italians are
waiting with calm and conscious strength.

In the afteenoon T had a long conference with Pariani, who seemed
pretty calm, More convinced than ever of the need for a lightning war,
He thinks of using gas on a large scale, also against fortified positions,

Sgprumprr 26, In the morning T went with Cavagnari fo the
Ministry of Marine and the Operations Office, where I examined the
gituation and the possibilities with the oflicers of the Genoral Swaffl
Our Navy has a very hard task-—in the initial stages at least it will
have, alone or almost alone, Lo sustain the shock of two strong nations

© i coalition. The intervention of Japan is congidered to be of supreme
. importance, even if it should result in the intervention of America,
Many diplomats—the Belgian, the Brazilian, and the Pole, There iy
‘ now an atmosphere of war. The last hopes of all are attached to the o
* mesgage sent by Chamberlain 10 the Fuhrer after the meeting which 7
took place in London this morning. These hopes arc of brief duration. . |,
i At 7.15 pan. Attolico telephones that the conversation has taken place, %
' The praposal was for direct contact between the Prague and Berlin
| Governments, with perhaps the mediation of London. Proposal re-
W jeated=-the Faliver has brought forward the term of the nltimatum
5 rom October 110 3 pom., Wednesday 20th, Ttis war, May God protect
Y Jraly and the Duce. 5
I received also the Yugoslav Minister, in order to elear up the ‘
aubiguity created by their representative in Tirana, who has spread
. rumours about an wnmediate tu.s"\up.nion of Albania by s, Cristich
" repudiated his colleague, it
i Then [ saw Mackensen, who informed me about a r!c."nmn'/w made in |
+ Berlin by the Spanish Ambassador Pranco, worried b)’,h{ﬂ position, § U
14y shinking of apening negotiations with London and Patis in order g
0! make a deglaration of fentrality. Nothing hag yet heen announced to
* Yan Myl son of the ekt Presicent aof Cadeharlovakin. Foraien Minister in the gt

2y |‘ Caechonlovak Government fn Londan, July 1o40. Clommiited mui i in Mareh 148, o
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~“1s by Clonde. Disgusting! Enough to make our dead in Spain turn in
their graves. It raises the problem of tlie Volunteer Corps of Occupa-
tion. What will they do with them? I immediately gave Valle '
*instructions to start to study the evacuation of our air force. Y
£ I received the Duce at the station at 10.50 p.m. Meanwhile Hitler
~ has spoken-—nothing more than we already knew. I inform the Duce "8
. ofthe latest developments-—he listens with great seriousness and conecen- )3
0 tration, His face and his gestures are grave—but he is also serene. He =
~ reacts with disgust to the news ahout Spain. He ends by declaring that
to-morrow he will mobilize and begin to send troops to Libya. He
* retived (o his room as soon as we got to the Villa Torlonia.
The Spauiard has made the démarche about neutrality to Buti. But S
. 1‘1,; in a modified form. He did not dare come to me about it. However, .
upon reflection 1 see that neutrality is-the only way in which Franco Al
~can fight. Our men will stay there to continue a guerilla war against Al
the Reds. The Duce has sent a telegram to suspend the vepatriation.
: hady

: T

SeepreMeEr 27, The Duce received Valle, Pariani, and Cavagnari, "‘g»
" and gave orders for an initial mobilization sullicient to ensure armbd NEa
" neutrality in the first phase, Then he had a long conference with me. t‘;
10 He is still perplexed about the attitude which the French and they 3
English will adopt and, in the event of their declaring war, about their
~military tactics, An attack on the Siegfried line? Out of the question.
' Aud as Germany, once Czechoslovakia has been liquidated, will not =0
0 attack in the west, one cannot rule out the possibility that the conflict A
may be resolved without a clash between the giants.” In any case, the s 0
B0 Duce wants to settle furthwith the basis of the political understanding -
, .‘ j}, with Beelin aud (o create organs of military co-operation,  With this,
00 end in view he proposes a meeting between me and Ribbentrop. The ';:.‘*
0 Germans accept and suggest bringing the soldiers too, Keitel! on their
" Pside, Pariani and Valle on our side. We are to meet in Munich at

i

" 14 noon on Thuraday. ‘
0 No new moves on the diplomatic chegs-hoard, except a confirmation & é‘
I

o,y
4: drom Berlin that ‘the day W 'to-morrow’s In the :\l‘l«j'nui,‘»n ‘l recetved 'j'iil’:'i,
'1?‘; illani, to wham I repeated the usual recommendations of utlm_; the, WS
04 5 }&yllucsv Ambassador, who, unofligially, declared Thimself convinced s 8
Ao Cthat Tokyo will intervene on'our sigle; apicd Chistich, who came (PR ‘\-'\:.’.,"
‘ “ ' repudiate the conduct I have ment d of their Minister i Tirana, 'E
f‘-:;“ 1 He told me that, a¢ cording to the Czech Minister, Russian intervention (48 f‘l‘
W will 1ake the concrete form of an Air attack on Poland. it
P Ohambeilain spoke on the ‘wircless at 8 to-night ~his tone was L4
o) | dlepressed, Tt is that of a man who has abandoned all hope of pence,

L In fact. short of a miracle, . - .
} § O XY f
1 1 Cleneeid Wilhilm Keltel, Chiel ol General Stadl of the Wehrmucht,
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woffprumuer 28, 10 am. Four hours to RO bg:lorc thc outbrea 1%
Jostilities, when Perth 1e]ephnnm to ask for an inferview, I receive # W]
hlm at once, He says, with much cmuuon, that Chamberlain .1ppr.xld o ).
416 the Duce for his friendly intervention in these hours, which he con-

o siders the last in which qomrtlung can be done (o save prace and
5}33.1 civilization. He repeats the guarantee already offered by England and .i' P T

e
/
+

‘\-14':45 i

W’.‘,; France tor the return of the Sudetenland. I ask Perth whether I am: =8
- to regard his démarche »s an official invitation to the Duce 1o assume the -
. role of mediator. Yes. 'In that case theré is no time to lose~the offer -
deserves to be given cousideration. 1 tell Perth to wait for me at the
Palazzo Chigl, 1 go to the Duce. He agrees at once on the inupossibility A
of meeting Chamberlain’s request with a flat refusal. He telephones
Attolico: ‘Go to the Fithrer and tell hizn, having first said that in any
eventuality 1 shall be at his side, that L recommend that the cominences
» ment of hostilities should be delayed for 24 hours.: Meanwhile T under~
Ll take to study what can be done to solve the' prohlcm "I go back to the
8% Palazzo Chigi, I inform Pertli that hostilities are to bcgm to-day and
L confirm that our place is beside Germany. Iis face quivers and hiy
i eyes are red, When I add that nevertheless the Duce has accepted TR
Chamberlain's request and has proposed a delay of 24 hours, he l’nu,suw‘vﬁi“m'j A
‘lnto a sobbing laugh and rushes off to his Embassy, A little later hc
*asks for another interview. He brings with hin a message {rom "‘,-,‘-‘
. Chamberlain to the Duce and a copy of another sent to Hitler: a /i85 \
‘{ concrete proposal for a Conference of Tour with the task of reaching = '{"

. @ radical solution of the Sudeten problem within seven days, It cannot @
Bt e rejecteds by rejecting it Hitler would draw the hatred of the world \“'w"‘
i"" upon himdell und have the sole responsibility for the conflict, Palazzo u,i
i Veneziawthe Duce decides to support the English vequest, particus ,',,)l&
* Tar lrpu the Fitheer has now, at Mussolini's desive, had a phnnngram'!'v {

e

(s

i

0 of i ructions toade, I telephone to Perth, to mf«mn him, and to
nﬂF; Attolico, to give him directions. Naturally 1 cancel the meeting with 't
Ribbentrop and Keitel Arcafge d yesterday, o )

m..n el too, it transpires from a telephone call, is preparing to make = §
' Not a hope—it is not owr intention that France sh&ﬂ
¢ whole face of the giestion would be changed ang the '
Id, nghtl) smell a rat, Ilrlcplmnc!o Perth: ‘Itu'umpﬂ‘dn ey

AR Kfnee 1s preparing to put her oar in, 1 advise you that mﬂ,; Sl
‘11' dimarche by Blondel would simply defear ith own encls, Find a way
§ Preventing it. Qur wor lk would b imperilled,” He ogroes and \mdth
41 takes to comply with my request,

PH 3 pan, Attolico telephones that Hitler agrees in principle, m.\luitg
i ;' gertin reservations of secondary importance. Ho'lays dovn one condis l _
& | mm' however: the presence of Mussolini, which he ro-parda as the aola{
arntec, The Duce accepts. We lmw al b to-night, in order 10 ba '

',‘\

B
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" in Munich, where the Conference is to take place, at 10.90 in the
rorning. \

I return to the Duce with the American Ambassador, bearing a very
tardy message from Roosevelt. I remain alone with the Duce. ‘As you
see,’ he says, ‘T am only moderately happy, because, though perhaps
at a heavy price, we could have liquidated France and Great Britain
for ever. We now hayve overwhelming proof of this.’

We leave at 6. The unanimous prayers of Italy are with us.

GIANO’E DIARY

SEeTEMBLR 29-30: In the train the Duce is in a very good humour,
We dine together und he speaks with great vivacity on every subject.
e criticizes Britain and British policy severely. ‘In a country where
" animals are adored to the point of making cemeteries and hospitals and
houses for them, and legacies are bequeathed to parrots, you can be
sure that decadence has set in. Besides, other reasons apart, it is also
a consequence of the compasition of the English people. Four million
surplus women, Four million sexually unsatished women, artificially
 creating a host of problems in order to excite or appcase their senses.
Not being able to embrace one man, they embrace lumanity,’
At Kufstein we mieet the Fiithrer. We get into his carriage, where
" gpread out on a table are all the maps of the Sudetenland and the
G western fortificativns. He explains the situation: he intends to liquidate
0 Uzechoslovakia as she now is, because she immobilizes forty of hig
* divisions and ties his hands zis-d-ois France. When Gzechoslovakia hay
" been, as she must be, deflated, ten divisions will be enough to immohis
' lize her. The Duce listens with concentration. 'T'he progranme is now .
: fixed: elther the Conference is successful in a short time or the solution .
0 will take place by Jorce of arms. ‘Besides,” adds the Fiihrer, ‘the time %
* will come when we shall have to fight side by side against France and
 England. All the better that it should happen while the Duee and I are
" at the head of our countries, and still young and full of vigour.’ A
. But all that se¢ms superseded by the atmosphere whiclhi in finct hiag 5%
! . been ereated-~an atmosphere of agreement, Even the people waving '
a8 the train passés make one realize their joy at the event Which is

oy

5 in the air, v o
..‘:{" After a brief stop at the palace where the Duce and I are ﬂk"ﬁh",-
we go to the Fithrerhaus, where the conference is 10 take place. The L

!

" others have already arrived and are gathered round w table on whichy
4 snacks and drinks are set out, ‘The Fualwer comes halt-way down the *
Aﬁ’f"\" staivs to meet ua and, with the rest of his suite, singles out us, the
L0 Btalians, by a marked distingtion of treatment, Brief, eold handshakes
8 with Daladier and Chamberlain—then the Duce, alone, goes over ton 4
La corher of the room where the Nazi leadors surround him, Theré iy

' s vague sense of ernbarrassment, ,‘\:\rljculurly an the part of the French, 8

b}

2\
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Linto little groups which try to work out the various formulas. This

SEPTEMBER 29~30, 1938

thanks him for all that he has already done. But the Duce, coldly, ',_

does not take advantage of the opening, and the conversation peters
_out,

We enter the conference room. The four chiefs; Ribbentrop, Leger,*
Wilson;* and I; and Schmidt, the interpreter. The Fithrer speaks—a
few words of thanks and an exposition of the situation. He speaks
calmly, but from. lime to time he gets excited and then he raises his
voice, and Deats his fist against the palm of his other hand, Then
Chamberlain, Then Daladier. Lastly the Duce, who affirms the
necessity for a rapid and concrete decision, and with this end inview
praposes to use as a basis for discussion a document which has in fact

Ik to Daladier, and then to Francois-Poncet,! about trivial things. ANy
hen to Chamberlain, who says he wants to talk to the Duce. He

.
L

been telephoned to us by our Embassy the previous evening, as® "0

expressing the desiges of the German Government. ke
The discussion develops fortnally and without very much animation, = &

Chamberlain is inclined to linger over legal points; Daladier defends ;.,.‘;yl.‘

the cause of the Cizechs without much conviction; the Duce prefers to

reéinain silent and sum up and draw conclusions when the others have

finished their dissertations. R
We adjourn for lunch, which takes place in the Fahrer's private =

house~a modest apartment in a large building full of other residents.
It has, however, many very valuable pictures.
The conference is continued in the alternoon and virtually breaks up

permits us to talk with greater conlidence, and the ice is broken.
Daladier, pasticularly, i logquacious in personal conversation, He

says that what is happening to-day is due solely to the pig-headedness

that the Sudetens shanld be given autonomy. That would at least have
deterred the present orisis, He grumbles about the French wars!
rongers, whowould have liked to push the ¢country into an absurd and

" indeed impuossible war-—lor Prance and England would never have beett

i
'

able to do anything really useful for Cazechoslovakia, once sheé wu“v

5 ! o ot
® Altacked by the forces of the Reich, !,9) W

- aphere which conterences always produce, moves round the ream with

\ while the others ave still wasting their breath aver more or less formal
Js-Poncet, French Ambagador in Beelii, - Ambassador i Rowia 048 &

then he joins in the search for a formula. His great spirit, alwayy ahead

The Duce, slightly annoyed by the vaguely parlismentary atmos

his hands in his pockets and @' vather distracted wit,, lvory now and '

of eyvents and men, has already absorbed the idea of agreement and,

VAndes Prange

U November 1458, Freuch High Clomimissioner in Germany, 1940, i' ST
18 Al Leper; Secretary-General of the French Foreign Offie. Tt
o4 Y Biv Hloracd Wilsia, advidet to Chuoaberlumn, I\
1Y
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TRl 3 (e always exaggerates, Rilibentrop. No doubt we will study it quite
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“problems, he has almost ceased to take any interest. He has already
. passed on and is meditating other things. i
' However, he joins in the discussion again, when it turns to the
question of including in the agenda the problem of the Polish and
Hungarian minorities. The others, without exception, would gladly
have said nothing aboutit. Infact they try to eyade its discussion. But
when there is a strong will, the strong will always predominates and
others coalesce around it. The problem is discussed and solved by
» means of a formula which 1 do not hesitate to deseribe as very brilliant,
"L Meanwhile conversations ¢ deux are taking place. There is a hint at
the possibility of the Duce delaying his departure in order to permit a
mecting between him and Chamberlain, But the idea is ruled out by
* the Duce, as he thinks that this right offend German susceptibilities.
“ Fist | and then the Duce talk to Chamberlain. We tell him more or
less the same things: we disinterest ourselves: in Spain; withdrawal of
10,000 volunteers in the near future; goodwill for a speedy imple-
mentation of our Pact of April 16. Chamberlain hints at the possibility
of 2 Conference of Four to solve the Spanish problem.

At last, at one in the morning, the document is completed. Lvery-
body is satisfied, even the French-—c¢ven the Clizechs, according to what
Daladier tells me. Prangois-Foncet has a moment of shame while he is |
collating the document. ‘Voila comme la France traite les sculs allidg
qui Jui étaient restéy fidéles,” he exclaims,

We sign, shake hands, and depart,

In Italy, from the Brenner to Rome, from the King down to the
peusants, the Duce receives weleames such as [ have never seen, He

" the Fmpire was proclaimed.
Ribbenteop has handed me a project for a tripartite alliance between

Italy, Gepmany, and Japan. Flosays itis ‘the biggest thing in the world’..

i G :
o ealmly and, pechaps, put it aside for sgome time,

. g . . . d 4 rf
says himself that this enthusiasm was only equalled on the evening when =58
“'.-‘
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OCTOBER 1, 1938~DECGEMBER 31, 1938
AFTER MUNICH

Echoes of Munich-~Progress towards the implementation of the
Aunglo-Ttalian Agreement.~The Hungarians press their claims—Csaky
in Rome—-Assurances to Albania—Germany supports the Czechs
CAxis arbitration  proposed- -Stapce anpopulur—Preparations in
Albaniac -Ribhentrop in Rome (October 27-9)< Mussoling declines
an immediate alliance - Ciano and Ribbentrop in Vienna (November
2-4)-~The Belyedere Award-~The racial campaign continues--A
French Ambassador in Rome - Repatriation of Italians from abroad
~Hungary still unsatisfied-—Perth presents credentials to the King

(N3 Emperor (November 16)-—Hungary repritoanded-~Tunis, Corsica,
1 Nice, Savoy' ~Chanmiberfain to visit Rome-All ready for action jn
.~ Albania—Duce and Pope—Ciano in Budapest (December 19-a2)
. —Axother disnppointment in Spain.
sh A
"\ Ocroner 1, Still some excitement this morning, but of the second |18

* “magnitude. News from Prague that Beck has sent an ultimatum, ex- =C8

pirng at midday, for the cession of the territory demanded. The
. Czechs accept in principle, but would like a litile time to prepace
~ things in a seemly fashion. They cannot be blamed. There is no justi=

« thing i 1
* fication [or this Polish jmpatience-~they have waitod twenty years, they ey A
H { . t o0 Y 4
. ¢an wait another day or two and avoid an incident which might make ;;‘ A"
:U;.‘

Foliie jlxc situation dificult-again, I telephoned in this sense to our Ambassa-
. dor in Warsaw and insttucted him to approach Beck. 1 spoke 1o the:
" Polish representative in Rowme myself. (il
| France and England have acted too, Ribbentrop; on the other hand,"’t‘f v
. who is actually not tou pleased that everything has gone so smoothly, Nerkdiy
| Stelephaned me to sy that he will not make any démarche in Warsaws= 8
Whe is almost inciting the Poles to atack. ‘The ultimatum is extended for, $ i
14

kY
\‘ 5

r, at the end of which Prague yields and this difficulty tgo i r,f‘u&u} 3

] 3
' gne hou !
y .'»j"qulwd_ The trath ig that the Poles have hecome intransigent hecause

] A\uwhwﬂ' were not in\‘il'.‘(l to N'\"li(‘h and l}L’-('" Hse '.hcy ﬁ‘” W ml‘val Of ,‘\I’T ﬁ I
" s et e e Sy

4 r’l‘ N

4 UBour Power Pact. : Laeliren b Aty |
W0 L the afternoon, ARy diplomats,  Among them Perth, to whiom 1
a resumption of contiot in the near futnre; Cristich,
L Who read e o very l‘r‘icml!y lt‘(ll(.'!‘ [rom Stovaﬂlllcw}'113.f‘l: and l’!Oltﬂ. WhO"; S
i brought with him Shigemitsuy! my old colleaguicun Shanghai, whom 1|
bl 8 ' ‘ 1] Vo
50 Musiora Shigeminy, He was Japancse Minister to China'in 139, when Ciand, as
i ! aietod vt n League of Nutidng Clommisdon of nguiry

tallan Consol-Cienernl, prosided ove
the hostilities ot Shonglial, Foreigh Miniswr, 19445 ) \ .[; u
, 7 ik b

';,j}'y Ive o lint about
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GIANO’S DIARY . I

st saw many years ago in distinctly dramatic circumstances, Hewig

" now going to be Ambassador in London. ‘

Ouroner 2. The Prince of Hesse explained to me, at the ]-'l"lhre.r’i ,
behest, why the Munich meeting was followed by the codicil of an
Anglo-German corumittee, Chamberlain asked the Fithrer for an
interview and talked to him about the possibility of a conference on
Spain and also about an extraordinary proposal to abolish the bomber
aircraft of the Four Powers [sie/]. Vinally he took a piece of paper
© out of his pocket and put before the Fithrer a dralt of the communiqué,
' which he declared to be necessary to him for his parliamentar '(',7"
~ position. The Fihrer did not think he could refuse, And tiié.[' by
" Duce, to whom I related this story, said to me: ‘Explanations aré!
superfluons. You do not refuse a glass of lemonade to a thirsty
man.’ ' R (i
The Duce and 1 examined the question ol our relations with London, @' ;
After what way said (o Chamberlain at Munich there must be no delay '+ 4
in opening negotiations with Perth, ['am 1o send for him toanorrow and 0
officially communicate to him the withdrawal of the 10,000 Vl)]llnlf.'ﬁ‘l'ﬂ‘d'fj'\r“'r-f!""
After which I shall bluntly ask him the guestion: are you now wi]lir‘#.ﬁ;;&‘
to implenient the Pact of April 162 1f they are, so much the better, .:E“.;_ﬁ'.
not, we must each play our own game. ‘The Duce alio tells me 1 ’ﬁ“iﬁﬁ‘v';?
_indicate that the Grand Council might repudiate this agreement, which, ;'fi'».{;‘:

~ has been waiting too long for its consummation, g e

,"'Ti,j;, thut the Hungarians have designs on Slovakia. A error; & gross eir

. And there Iy no point in wiping out one injustice v order to conii

0 I § 2 .
B ahout the question of our aeroplanes. T advised him not to ereate i

] in the evening the Duce tead to me over the telephone Ilglbrhta(h:rﬁ‘%l s
1 Diplomatiea No, 21, on Hungary. ¥ ';L, '
o Ocrosrk 4 Villant asked for our support in accelerating the "nﬁ'}'\}j ly
pleroentation of the Munich decisions so far as Hingary 18 r(‘)m:erm:{.‘i';t"h\t}
From what he said, and even more from what he did not say, it is Ch‘"ﬁlﬁ{l‘;’
L :l‘u

o\

h A

and 1 personally am against it, There would be reactions from RousSaes
| man'a, Yugoslavia, and Germany. Besides, the Slovaks don’t want 1128

{7 anuther. iy ‘-o¢
1 had my conversation with Pexth. T expressed mysell on the Huoew 5

~agreed with the Duce, The arpuments are 4o strong that Perth himge
* could not raise serious oljections, though he wried to make a poj

difficulties and to stick to the terms of our former agrecment, 1 eon~
fivmed that it i wseless ta talk of & Conference of Four ar of further vl
~ until relations have become normal -auch things may follow, but theys
\ cannol precede; the implomentation ul'the Piet, l.-unl'ly I -Tu,id.;d that |
W reply, at leat in general torms, aught to he given hefre Octaber 6, @S
"L the Grand Couneil will be in a position to veview foreign policy and will &

48
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t to crystallize situations which have hxtherm not bcen dcﬁned in* X
dlplomatlc documents, ! )
"1 received the Brazilian, the Roumanian, and the Portuguese. 1. ‘(4
* ~telcphoned to Prunas to say that, if a French Ambassador is to come, it
s better it should not be Chambrun, as the newspapers prophesy.
: 'Hc was liquidated by the gossip about the non-existent friendship =
between the Fontanges® and the Duce and by the bullet which she
_planted in his backside. iy
Oarorer 4. After a few applications of minor unpurtancc I "-4;\?3"%5
veceived Perth, at his request. He wanted elucidation of certain points '«uf“\ 0
in yesterday’s conversation, viz.: does Italy intend not to send more it 8
troups after the withdrawal of the 10,000, and is she prepared to
promxse not to increase the number of the pll()l's and the aircralt on the
y ‘Nalmnuhst side? The reply to the first question is obvious and 1 gave
L5 ,.'l{ at once. On the second guestion 1 reserved the decision for the Duce,
- And [ wae right, because with good cause he H‘jLCth a prommc. wmch :
l~ would do too much to weaken Pranco’s position. A
Héﬁ« Prunas telephoned the I'rench decision about sending an Ambassudur
=it seems it i Frangois-Poncet. The news leaves us more or leds
H indifferent. It is good that the French have capitulated, but we dau’t .' i
swant certain Italians to get excited and enthusiastic about it. h.
'I A certain Kworchak,? already known to me and niow seat to me by 0‘:
the Duce, put before me the arguinents in favour of the union of t
Slovakia with Hungary. T am suspicicus of this idea. The Duce likes
Ahe Hungarians, in fact he says that they are the only people in Europe 50
whom he finds wympmh:‘tw. I rather distrust them. After Slovakin it it £N
. vwill be the turn of Croatia, And the Germans, who do not dave to make
fﬁlu'duwt attack on the prablem of ap outlet to the Adriatic, will hope to
,g;a_p*aw this path for themselves by means of the Magyars, who will
Uleventually return to their inevitable, traditional policy of gravitating é’

i

S

s
s

e T

e 2,. ound Berlin. In the little map which was shown to me yeumrdny 4 w“ ’ﬂ,
f Fume figured among the claims. That is sigoificant. It won't du~- { Bl

par real friendship is with Belgrade. Al
i 3! \.3'.'001 coner 5 1informed Villani that in the event of a Cleech atla
A thilg which we in fact abablutely rule out-—~FHungary can
i gending immediately 100 fighters, with the necess p‘ (HERRT
L fefend Budapest. We talked about Slayakia. Hurigary's :?pellm l
| Wuomum miore and more blatant. T recommended moderation. Al
0 rds 1 described to the Duce the Gntlusions 1 came to yesterda
L% Giane omitied one or tire words frim (s sence. The trmnhnlmx Is con

Jotural. a de Fontanges, A journalist, shot and wmnulrdwhe Ciomte du Chmﬂwdu} ﬂ.\}
-{ 'Bﬁd,.(. du Nond oy March " .{)l\ She elfeved him (o he mlmnulhh Iiu‘. 2

picating o from the ‘one lgve of et \fe’; Mussoling,

tHh ’t‘hu spaliivg of this name i unc eriain,

: I‘Zﬂ)%‘ Ch

\ag‘
-L_
T~
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L sireulate and to develop of its own accord, Se, even if Lam conciliatarys -
- townight, 1 shall be very stoen when 1 prepare the laws,’ [ g
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after my conversation with the Slovak propagandist (T have discovered

that hie is an ex-boxer in Magyar pay). The Duce agreed with me
and ended by declaring that we must strengthen our ties with
Belgrade.

1 saw Perth and communicated the Chicf’s decisions to him.

Chvalkovsky has been appointed Foreign Minister and is prep.xring"
to leave for Praguc. He has always been our friend and has had a clear
understanding of the situation. His progranime now is to settle the
dispute with the three neighbouring states as rapidly as possible—alter-

wards he wants definitely to enter the orbit of the Axis. ‘Friendship

with the Axis—intimacy with Rome’': that was my advice, and he
accepted the whole of it. Hencelorth Prague must enter the horizontal
Axis, which will have to reach from Rome at one end to Warsaw at the
other and which, if it is really strong, will make possible the existence
of the vertical Axis, 1 accompanied the Minister to the Duce, who
repeated to him the same advige. Chvalkovsky said that he has
always been convinced of the impossibility of assistance from France
and England, Bohemia is completely unknown in England. Onge, =
when he was a student in London, he was given a violin to play at a party
simply because it was known that he was a Czech. There was a S
confusion of thought between Bohemians and gypsies. He is thinking =
now of going to Berlin in order to present himsell to the Fithrer.

Ooroprr 6. Perth brought the British reply, In principle they
accept the implementation of the Pact after the withdrawal of the
(0,000 men, But CGhamberlain asks for a short breathing space. He |
does not want to present himself to the Cabinet, and subsequently to

the House of Commons, with the words: ‘Here you are. Take it or *
Jeave it. Muggolini has fixed the date.” At the moment, in spite of lhe;.;f. i
wote of confidence, his position has been shaken, and in those civeunies

utances it would betome untenable, He asks for a delay until Noyember =
v, The Duce's ficst reaction to the English reply was unfavourable, bit?
he ended by consenting to this. On the other hand, he naturally doey ff"‘
not inténd to give any assurances about the Alr Foree and its activites,

Grind Cloundil. Problém of the Jews, Ballio, De Bono, and Federaond | ¢
spoke in their favour. The othars against, Particularly Bottai, w'lzh;'-:’,

Ugurprised me by his intransigence, He is opposed to any mitigation of

P

I the measures,

“I'hey will hate us because we have driven then bk
They will despise us i we lel them in again.” “T'he discriminbtaey, -

© gieasures mean nothing,” said the Duce to me hetween the spofchey "'.“1_‘
UA."

Phe important thing 18 to raise the problem,  Anti-Semitism hay now ¢
Leen inoculated into the blool of the Tralians, It will continue ti I
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I eTOBER 7. 1 communicated our reply to Perth. No particular
renction. Barring surprises, I belicve the Pact is now on the way to
ratification in the course of the next few weeks.

Grand Council. The Chamber of the Fasces and the Corporations! A
was discussed.  No particularly interesting contributions to the debate.
The Duce made a veiled allusion to the Albanian project: ‘I was born % =
never to leave the Italians in peace. First Africa, now Spain, to-morrow
somnething else.” The Grand Council applauded.

Fixed our position with respect to the Polish-Hungarian claims.

They can't have Slovakia-—the Slovaks must have full liberty to decide
and may either stay with Prague or become autonomous, A common

~ frontier between Hungary and Poland can be secured in Sub-Car-
pathian Russia. It secms, however,-that Berlin is preparing to make

difliculties about this solution wo. This, from a German point of view, o
i logical. But I fail to understand the opposition of Roumania,
Granted that hencoforth Czechoslovakia is no more than an appendix

of Germany, are the dear Roumanians really so keen to have a common
frontier with the Germans? Surely they understand that contact be- Y
tween Poland and Hungarywould infact be a barricade proteeting them. '+
For us, situated as we are, this is a very delicate thing to tell them.

Ocroprr 8§, Villani enumerated Hungary's tervitorial wishes: the
- Magyar areas, Sub-Carpathian Russia, and a plebiscite for the Slovaks, s
0 But reports rom Berlin make it clear that Germany will stubbornly g

: np{)nsc the cession of any areas not touching the frontiers, A,
. Lmade a long and successtul specch at the Grand Council about the

international situation. The Duce, who listened with the most profound

Cattention, described as ‘interesting, precise, and sometimes dramatic' i
L a - . . 1 o
o the report of Comrade Clinno, ‘,;\":;'.‘7
i ! i}
o Oocroner g0 The Duge telephoned to tell me that he “Sound my
‘report Lrilliant and that it was very much appreciated by the Grand ' T 1
. s

Counail. b Ueh
. Mo Florence, and aftevwards to Ponte a Moriano with Edda and & 5 0
. vﬂinC(‘lnn.

L0 arourw 1o The Hungarian Minister ins been dramatising the
atunvion and even tdking of genecal mobilization, 1 den't believe it !

Mo told me in great secrecy that some proupy inside Czechoslovakia are .

(%o be sent into action to-day. They have informed ws and the Poles d
f{:""’"*" {or the Germans, they don’t trugt them too much. '

T VA few wenks Tater the Gauncll of Ministery .\rlxruu-d a law abolishing the Chamber
""’\‘ful’cplll"‘*. which bad suevived 1o a seditied form from pre<Fascist days (he st
josted eleation wie 0 1994). L place was takon by o new Clinober of the Fastes

'

1 the (.tnr’mrminuu, compioned of the rembers of the National Clanneil oF Fasoia
.4‘!" Lof the National Council of Corparations, wll diredly nosiinated by Missoling of
i PFancit Party,

Wl
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271 accompanied Grandi to the Duce—nathing striking in the conver
' sation. Then the Duce talked to me about De Vecchi. ‘My idea may
' ]‘.‘{j seem to you Mehistophelean,' he said, *but this is what we must do.
" Wherever Lhave put De Vecchi, he has always created a mass of trouble.
.j He has never succeeded in anything. He is now doing very badly in.
Rhodes. Never mind. He must be encouraged to do even worse. He 1
must be made to feel that his work is approved and his path must be
. greased until sooner or later he slips up so grossly, so unrnistakably, that
without others passing judgment on him he will see for himself

/even
that he is liquidated. And then I shall have him off' my hands for ever.” |

. OgTOBER II. I received a long procession of people in the mnrning.‘ﬂ_'"

" but there were no important conversations, except an exchange of

" views with Pierre Lyautey,* whom [ have known for a long time and to .
. whom I can speak frankly. I told him of the sinister influence exerte i
by the French press on relations between the two countrics—it has not
yet begun to understand the Fascist psychology, still less that of Mussasi & -
i lini. It is always the one thing in a thousand likely to make the Duce "
“ L furious which gets given the headlines. Even the atmosphere of it

N
1 NS BMER : . i *

*5 }é' Munich has been very rapidly spoilt by the Trench press. G
i bout a démarche of Poncet iti{f-.':v,;f

0 I teok Hesse to the Duce. He told vs a
L Berlin for a Franco-Gerinan agreement on the lines of that concludca;‘}%f'
i ~with London. He also talked about a possible pact for consultation

J_ - bevween the four powers, Lo come into play if war threatens in E"“’Pﬁ;{"f 5‘%
0 We gave our approval on two conditions; that our relations with Enge "

8 )
\,ix Iand kre first regularized by the implementation of the Pact of April 10,4 g

) ‘,5’ and that Poland is also invited, We leave it to France and England, |
. they want to, to show her the door, They can incur the odium for ity
* Yugoslavia doeg not aspire to form part of the European diroctorpta.
- Btoyadinovich described hirasell as le cog qui chante sur son fumier. Ane
hiy_fumior i the Balkahs. (e ;‘).1
% Oeronrk e, The Duce told me over the telephione this evening
5 g bring pressueg 1o bear on Prague for the immediate cession Lo 1
' Magyacs of the areas with & elear Hungarian majority, He has hiten
~upproached by the Military Aftaché, who also informed him GEF
* Budapest's intention to maobilive to-morrow, it the Crechs persist IR
* thelr abstractionist manauvees. Meanwhile 1 have learnt thiat the new. "
Foreign Minister, Ghvalkovsly, has gone to Berlin and on to Berch
aden in order to place himself under the ample but not disintersied &
wingy of Hitler. Himin _ LY
DuvenuR (f. Sereygi broughit me a personal MEKARC from Ki
L wod alko Telt me a note about the declavation which he hag hes
birdered to take: Tt amounts to this. Albania is now in Ltaly's ha

‘1 A French righi-wity journilist Sou o Murdchiual Lyaniey.

!
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or Ttaly controls every sector of the national activity, The King 18
devoted. The people are grateful. Why do you want anything more?
This question was not asked, but it was the real reason for the conversa-
tion. | was kind and affable. Thjs cheered lim up. He was particu-
larly appreciative when I told him, with emphasis on every word, that,
I have great sympathy for him and that in any eventuality I regard him %
a8 our man. We must hurry up with Albania. [ received Prampolini, = =
who brought me his mugnificent report on the reclamation of the
country as a whole. e is enthusiastic about what he has scen. He

conisiders the coastal arcas to be very superior to ours and, without = ¥
exaggerated optimism, he believes that from the reclaimed districts
alone we shall be able to import here 200,000 tons of corn.
Perth proposes to send his Military Attaché to Naples to be present at
the disembarkation of the volunteers returning from Spain. No objec-
tion in principle on our part-—so long as the thing is useful to Chamber-
lain for the parliamentary debates, which look like being severe. g
Villani returned to the charge over the unspecified Hungavian '
 demands. The truth is that they would like to have Slovakia, Ruthenia, '
evervthing—to create, in fact, mosaic state No. g, They don't dare say -
' go—because they are afraid of Germany. Villani told me that Musso-
Jini adyised Szabo! that they should mobilize. Iy thig true?

COctosEr 14, Hesse has asked in the Fihrer's name whether
~ Germany may make a declaration to France on the lines of that made
. to England. No objection on our pact, especially as it will have the =
Ceffect of giving us freedom of manosuvee with regard (o Paris. o
v Growing tension between Budapest and Prague. Negotintions have
¥ ;bccn broken off. Hungary ig in process of mobilizing, Count Csaky®
. has arvived hieve, He confers with me and the Duce. He wants our
© gancton {or their wobilization and our support for the smediate
_ Sgummoning of a conference of the four powers, He is very excited,’
b l-‘é,'aguinst the Germans particularly. He accuses the Reich of haviug
) ."{'"Tpenmltrd Prague (o stiffén against Hungary, Crechoglovakin is now'
F Jo'l German protectorate, which Berlin intends to use in order (o dncrenie Wik
0 Gernan pressure on Roumania and on Hungary herself. He says that, 155
"‘_';.:;u:f,‘ll‘h\cu oil was discovered in Hungary, Certian policy has changed and & !
L8 beconting insupportable. ‘However,” he conchudes, ‘hefiore we allaw = 5
O ourselves to be absorbed we shall die 1o the Just man,’ { Loy
L I complinnce with the Hungarlan request we jntarvens in London, <&
Paris, and Berlin in support of the proposal for a conlerence. 1 also g,
[\ peak o the Polish Ambassador and the Yugoslav Minster in order 1o
,j"“' eade two diflicalt situations. Then I ain «:ul!crl to the telephone by 4

b s Golonel Li Szaho, Flupgarian Militaey Adachs i 1o

SO Clount Ineen: Canky, ehef de cobiner at the Hupgarian Forelpgn Misiiatry,  Foreign
C O Minkier, Decernbor 1948 4
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ibbentrop. As was o be expected, the Germans are against a con-
ference. They say that there will be opposition from France and
England, and that it is more advisable to act behind the scenes. As
I remain firmi, Ribbentrop ends nevertheless by coming round to the
proposal. However, Csaky comes to sec me again, Budapest is worried
by the attitude of Berlin. After all that they have solicited and obtainecl
they evidently feel embarrassed about us, but they now prefer not to
annoy the Germans and to abandon the idea of a conference and stick to
direct negotiations, For one thing Hitler has said that he has now
demobilized and that he does not intend to face another crisis. I go 1o
the Duce at the Villa Torlonia. We put a good face on it and give our
i approval to the German idea. But this 15 the first time we hnvc.;‘ﬂlu\\'cd

’.)_;' ourselves to be taken in tow and I am not at all pleased.

Ourorer 15. The Duce, who has evidently found yesterday’s
events hard to digest, telephiones to me to propose to the Germuns
making identical démarches in Prague and in Budapest, inviting the two
Governments to resume direct negotiations, This will explain, at Teast
in part, our change of front yesterday. Ribbentrop opposes the idea
.he says that a démarche of this kind might have the appearance of
pressure, which would be dangerous in the present phase, He asks ud
\stead o give our support in Prague to the Hungarian demands of
yesterday, which are simply the old demands, less Bratslava, which

U the Germans are very keen on. The Duce consents.

19 Csaky comed to say good-bye and asks me to intervene in Prague
 with a request for clemency for the forty Hungarian rebels who were

taken prisoner by the Czechs in Ruthenia. They all belong to the right.

L8 S they were hanged, says Gsaky, it would create so many martyrs of & o

- the opposition parties and the position of Imredy, who has telephoned’

phout the matter, would be shaken to a very dangerous degree. Ty

- telephone to Prague. In the afternoon Fransoni reports that the Czeah
S Government has received our dénarche in the mogt friendly spirit and”
JU R SR b S . . . ¥
<0 that the Hungarian prisoners will be spared. Hengeforth we can ask o

i for anything in Prague in the certainty of being listened to. _ d
"’_.54 ~After having read reports from Poland, the Duce told me to inform, -+
(il Berdin that we are ot at all keen on a common frontier between ©
U Poland and Hungary, He thinks that it would be quite valueless and
(v'b" A 1},“&&& any attenipt at the enceelement of Germany is ot just stupid, W
C bt absolutely ridiculous, R
W T made the comminnicntion; but I confesy that fur my part 1 would #

o) ‘% ?«v« heen very glad to see Hungary and Polaud kit together. Life jsgs

d ’{I%ﬁug and may have many surpeises in storg for us . . - i

.I
&
)
*

§ '.Ir‘f;;;”v; Oovetnr 16, Nothing warthy of note, except a byi I conversation!
Lol wills the Duoce, in the course of which T handed hivn Prampoling's @
T i s
# o
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‘ rt on reclamation in Albania and suggested aking a start as soon
as possible with the reclamation of Durazzo, the part of the scheme
-which is most economically valuable, most spectacular, and most useful
for military purposes. It will also serve to soothe the not unjustified = =
anxietics of King Zog,

OcToner 17. I announced to Blondel our agrément for Frangois-
Poncet. He asked me when we will appoint an Ambassador in Paris,
but I gave him very little encouragement and dropped the subject.

I received Villani, who expounded Hungary’s desires to me. Prague
must make a toncrete offer. Such an offer will be examined by
Budapest, but fresh negotiations will not be commenced. If the ofler
appears satisfactory, it will be accepted. If not, the Axis powers can
function as arbitrators.

I telephoned o Prague to express to Chvalkovsky our support of
these Hungarian desires, '

Dcroser 18. Review of the Police—very successful, By compari-
son with those of previous years it shows further progress. ‘
No new political developments. ‘
Grand Council-a long report from Starace and a very briiliant
sumining-up from the Duee (he described the Vatican is anti-Catholic
angl the ghetto as Catholic, and said that all the Piuses have brought
mislortune to the Church. He said of the present Pius that he “will

VJ.I

leave behind hira a larger heap of ruing than any Pape before hint'), o

A disconneoted speech from De Veechi, which filled the assembly with
mirth. Instead of realizing what was happening, he thought he ywag

} f ¥l 4 ANy
having a great success nnd let himself go, talking nonsense and using - m“_ At
l.‘mgungr which ¢an have no precedent in a political assembly, (" LA

& . X "‘h‘.

Oerovnr 19. The Duce has gone to Romagna.  There is nothing™
fiew.  Fransoni has made the dédmarche in Prague. But he nuy have gone:
Father too far by mwentioning straight away the possibility of Axiy
mediation, Chvalkovsky was appacently impresace,. [ indicated this to

Villani and he thinks everything is going well. b
L Sereggl, ou bis departare for Albania, was given an agutance ol ong
friendly collaboration and a promise that we will do sometling in (e
mutter of reclamation. T have in fuet proposed to the Duoe, wha still
Uhis Prampolini’s project by him, that we should tmmediately set to
Lwork i the plain of Durazzo. 3,000 hectares can be reelaimed there at
8 cost of less than 20 million live, Thiy will serve to soothe Albanian
Canxietley, It will be a partial preparation for our work in the future,
And it will also serye a military purpose, as any diseribarkation in force

S owill have 1o be based on Durazzo and its irnmediate viginity, From the

{ : ‘ J A
 Phychological poiat of view too it is & good thing that those who land
, ¥ LA
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i Albania, both soldiers and civilians, should fecl that they have come
to a healthy and fertile land and not to a desolate swamp. A better
impression of this kind might have produced a different story in 1920
and we might have committed ourselves more whole-heartedly.

Ocroner 20. 1 was called to the telephone by Ribbentrop last -
night, He told me a long story of h?w he had received the Slovak and
Ruthenian representatives and, settled with then a last plan to submit

.. . toBudapest. The German Minister will now receive ordersto approach
L+ Kanya and recommend strongly the acceptance of the plan by the
”4: . Hungarians. 1 smelt; though T had no proof of it, that the plan is bad

i) b from the Hungarian point of view. Ribbentrop was reticent and, when
~ I mentioned the common frontier between Poland and Hungary, he
L wriggled out of thesubject. The Duce does not intend to bring pressure
16 bear on Budapest, /1 said as much to Villani: ‘If yow accept the plan,
which may be called a German plan, good—we arc satished, If not,
: let us know what we can do for you.” - :

T went to Naples to receive the legionaries from Spain. They look
very tough and not at all tired by their long campaign mn a foreign’

i country, ‘Ile population received them well, but not with the warmth =
" which I should have expected The King, with whom [ drove through
G the streets and with whom 1 alse had a talk at the Palace, was almost s 58
8 inditferent and had not a word of humar warmth for the legionaries,
of the common run of eeremonies’

b b e X 1
00 He regardy to-day’s event as part 0l
S in which he is nsked to take part, He talked mostly about Cora, whom =

d meto

s ﬁg'“ he does niot want to remain as Prefect of the Palace, and aske :
" take it upon myself 1o liquidate him. Not much about politics. Hies
| aimply reaftiemed hig sceptical attitude to the Germans, whom he
| regards as treacherous and datgerous, and his sympathy for (‘h&‘;al_ﬂ“
S English, who know how 16 stand by their agreements, just as the ul_‘d__.iff,
CL Hapsburg Vienna did. .‘,-';‘r‘

.,{7’, .).,ﬁ... )
‘hﬂhf"i:i“ Oufonnr a1, Larly in the morning Villani informed me ol ,",;4 s

A i . . ' . “ J o b ¥ mem
U disgust and indignation of the Hungarians over the Czech proppsali¥

¥ ': f'c 1 t 3 el
";,'}fz' ' “They are disgusted with Germany, beoause the Germans have mdde it

i clonr that this proposal is to Le the end of their efloits at mediationg Sy
the five

:.vléfp' o and they ave intignant with the Crechs for trying to strike bt
é_;.j,."\ towni out of thé Migyar claims, Now while the l‘lunguri'anfs or ’)'J
S prepated to comprotuite Gver Bratislava and Nitea, they are insist 4¥y

e nssa, which th

G about the towns in the eastern area, particularly K W
l&ﬁ “gould not rensunce without provoking @ revolution in the ““"“Wv‘,’,,‘é,_
S8 Their plan is o ask for the arbitration of the Axis for vhe western arepg’ 1o

Landl of the Axis plus Poland for the eastarn area. [ telephuned thiy to |
0 the Duce, and he pgieed, but wdvised feeling the pulse of Germany

3 & before Poland is invited.

)
v
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aw Barzini junior,’ and gave him some details to use in the Italian
chapter of a book called Fowr Days, which describes the culminating
days of the Czech crisis, i

The Polish Ambassador, on receipt of information from Budapest, ©
wanted to know what we think about the arbitration. I told him. =
Wieniawa is a cavalry general, not without brilliance, but an anateurish. "
diplomat. He has, Lowever, the great merit of being concise and
prompt. When I praised him for this, he replied: ‘You can lose every= "
thing else in lile and get it back again, even a woman, but not time.*
He also gnve me news of the negative results of Beck's visit to Roumania,

Von Mackensen, on Ribbentrop’s instructions, brought me a map
showing the Czech proposals. It is clear that the Germans are acting
on behalf of Prague. He didn’t like it when I informed him exactly 0
what the position is. He made a particularly wry face at the idea of
bringing in Poland, which was entirely new to him, Blerts

Hotta is leaving Rome, T congratulated him on the victory at’ 3 ‘
Janton, Hotta i a good sort but rather cold and timid and he does not -
belong (o the new era, While we were \mrkmg at the triangle policy, © .'.‘ ‘ ::
he went on talking to me about London. ] .l\j «

Ouroner 22. Ribbentrop telephoned from Munich about the 55
proposal for Axis arbitration. He is against it, but hig arguments are
simply dust in our eyes, The truth is that he intends to protect Czecho-
slovakia as far as he can and sacrifice the ambitions, even the legitimate
ambitions, of Hungacy, In his view arbiteation is dangerous becange it :
will end I)\ sauslying neither Prague nor Budapest and by obliging us ¥ i .38

40 have recourse to force in order to put our decisions into effect. “This, %

“ L L old him, may be ruled out, as arbitration implies the [revious consent g

of the parties to aceept its results. e had a lot to say against the =00

© Hungarians, whom he accuses of having changed thelr eards after the
idleal, But hostile as he s, be will never equal the hostility the Huns
garians feel for hira, He will telephone again after conferring with' =

_ Hitler—he ventilated the possibility of a Conference of Four, thnugh lﬁ o, i

L was he who refused to cotider it a week ago) A\ ;‘.‘

‘ Conde presented me with w picture by Iul.m\;a W gm feom thes W

S Chudillo, A handsome and woving souveniv of the war n ]mm“ L,

L he Qldest Requote’, with & lan«'m ape background full of war zm(; 4 1 |

ﬂnl!lfh 5 i ,'
.' Once agnin | Jearnt from the Roumanian Minister of the anxiety
“of hae country, desperately seeking lnrnthlnp with ug, to escapu or at

" lenst protect iigell lrom the sambre threat of Germanisim. ik

) The Duce has given orders w0 go ahead with the reclamation of the =5

A : b\w 20 Ylain, on the left bank ol the Arzen. b o4

Vgl Barsind Junion, oadstast editor of the Corebie detln Ssva

l

¢
»
'
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"
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Ocroptr 23, Villani was pleading his country's cause to me at an
carly hour. He wants us (o insist about the arbitration with the
Germans, beeause he is certain that without pressure from us they will
put spokes in the wheels once more. Tension between Hungary and
Cermany is acute, though hoth parties are making efforts to conceal it.
They both accuse each other of telling lies about the three castern
towns of Kassa, Ungvar, and Munkacs. Tn support of their thesis the
Hungarians cite the testimony of no less a person than the German

 Minister in Budapest, though for obvious reasouns it cannot be made

~ public. Villani spoke very bitterly about Germany. Heis worried about

o

© the fate of the Imredy Cabinet and fears it may be succeeded by
. Szalasi," whom he describes as an agent in the pay of Berlin. ;
' Ribbentrop telephoned in the evening. Ile repeated, as from the

mouth of the Fuhrer, what he had said himsél last night. He does niot
wanl the arbitration, which would oblige him fo show hungelf in his
true colours to the Hungarians. He asked me if he may come to Romeg
at the end of the week to confer with the Duce and with me in person.
I replied that he may. What is he up to? 1 distrust Ribbentrop's
initiatives. He is vain, frivolous, and loquacious, The Duce says you
only have to look at his head to see that hie has a little brain. And he
is very tactless. In these telephone calls of the last few days he has
beliaved in a manner which I find very offensive—~always trying to
impose his point of view. 1t has to be put up with at the moment. But
sooner or later we shall have 1o call a halt to this tendency to a riew
political technique of coups de téléphone.
Y Oaroner 24. A short talk with the Pole, who had nothing to wihl
" me and nothing to ask. :
[ confirmed to General Berti that he is to be replaced in Spain, and
he seemed more than a little upset. What vexes him rore than his own
' pemoval is the appointment of Gambara, with whom he has had
constant disagreements,  And to think that it is just this {tiction which
; induced me to propose Gambara's appointment, b
R I saw the Duce after an interval of four days. Me is annoyed by the .}
L chopping and changing of the Czechs and ihe Hungarians and has
L given me lnstrugctions to fake up a position definitely against the claith
*Sen Ruthenia, a8 the Fronch press has been giving an anti-Gerinan ||
‘/‘Eavonr tu the attempt o ¢rente a common [rontier between Puland f
’:‘\% i Hlungary. He wants a legal upinion on whether the projected
i annexation of Libya can glve the Eaglish a pretext w raise diffiulticy
. about the ratification of the agreement, to which, he says, ‘Lattribute
40 no hmportance, bt it s desired by the sill existing hall’ million of
1 gowardly bonrgeois, against whom 1 wm going o 8¢l in motioh my
AN Eorhia Sumlash, Inader of the pro-Nazl Hoagarist or Arrow Cross Party: Howas |
! ""‘;s”w‘_immmwud (0 thiee v ioprisenment (o July Lighd. ! ;" i

Ay il
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* He talked about some ideas of his for a Pact of I'ive with
4 reduction of armaments, which would bring war back to a more
heroic level by eliminating everything that is too complex and mecha:
nical, The practical result would be to limit those arms which are too
expensive for us. x

The Belgian Ambassador brought me a decoration and the Hun-
garian brought me his customary expressions of gratitude, But we are
no further forward with the negotiations.

Long conversiation with BufTarini, who raised a great hullabaloo about
what he considers the dangerous hegemony of the Party over all sectors of
the national life. 1Te exaggerates, but there is something in what he says.

OcroBrr 25. Pirelli runs true to form--he came to me to break
a lance about the immediate sending of an Ambagsador to Paris, on
the grounds that the French have made a ‘fine gesture’. “There you
hive the cowardly and disgusting bourgeoisie,’ said the Duce, when
1 told him, ‘against whom I am going to launch my third wave in my
speech to the National Council of Fascism to«day,’ ]
The Duce received the Spanish Ambassador, who presented him 00
with a Grand Collar. He reaflirmed his uncompromising views sbout,
Spain. To Lring the war to a victorions conclusion means paving the
way for an imperial and heroic Spain—to end it by medidtion means
_precipitating the country into the condition in which 1t was when
' Calvo Sotelo! was assassinated and the crisis began, He alio pledged
himself to give further assistance to Franco in the form of arms and
gupplies—but in future not in the form of men, in the first place because
“they are not useful and also because we are strictly watched and any
dispatch of volunteers would place us in a difficult position with the
Engligh. However, the Duce concluded, the end is at hand: the Reds oy
will yield, pevhiaps not at ence, but betore long, tor the defeat of Prague
mukes inevitable the defoat of Barcelona too. Andl a military victory ™
will give Franco the prestige accessary for governing, as in the cae of
Mustafa Kemal, who has lived for twenty years on the undispated
merit of having liberated his country by foree of arms.
Bullarini came to fnish his quiburst sgainst Starace. According (6
him, Starace s placing the country under a leaden clonk of personal
. and sectarian tyranny, and it is here that we must look for the principal |
ennse of the resilessness and lack of enthusiasm in many sectors of the
mational lile, T am not ina positdon to judge, bat there is no doubt that,
everybody who gets the chiance to do so says something of the kind,
Thiat Stuvace s wuch disliked s a fact, The Party is nol in & healthy |
""-l,lmlc and, on the pretext ol deperionalization, it has become more AR
Eib: personal than ever before. Bui Starace hay also many qualitics -he jg =
I one Culvn Sotelu, a former rightawing Minigter of Eluance, wis murdeved an (0
Wty 03, 190, Hve days boivee the military revilt broke out in Spanish Moroceo,
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" good organizer, he gets things done, and he is, probably, loyal. In
any case there is nothing to be done at the moment. The Duce protects
him with drawn sword. In due course we shall see.

S

D BTN

Oaronrr 26, At the Grand Council last night there was a lively
debate on Balbo’s proposal to grant full ¢itizenship to the Arabs. It is
casy to recognize here a flat contradiction of our racial policy. The real
Party men, like Farinagei, Starace, and Alfieri, did not hesitate to a

. oppose the proposal. Nor did 1. The project has been shelved and will®
. be presented ngain in a very different garb. Tt is interesting to observe
f ‘{""{': how anti-Balbo the Grand Council 1, ‘LThe mere fact that the measure
- it dhad assured a Balbian character was enough to produce a solid
pos) Tf j:"‘" phalanx of opposition. '

""l‘-. i ] gave Senator Pmmpnljni confirmation of his instructions to start
. work on the reclamation of the Durazzo plain, on the lett and later on
. the right bank of the River Arzen. Apart Irom the advantages I have
i enumerated earlier, the plan has the very iniportant one that it permits
us to concentrate two legions of labourers, who can form the bridges
head of the landing. Wl
Received Berger-Waldenegg, whom 1 had not seen since the Ane
schluss, He is serene and dignified and very much a gentleman, He ‘
has no recriminations or regrets. He sees the situation with elarityl
' there are still certuin unpleasantaesses in Austeia, but it will all settle
" down in the end. The younger generation will be Nazi. The !nou'."“;
L0 serious olstacle 1s to be found in the fight against religion. He is going
g stay in [taly, He wants, and indeed needs, to work. 1 promised ta
' help him, and T will as soon as T can, Vi
‘ © Ouroner 27, Conversation with Jacomoni,! Our preparations i
.0 Albania are going ahead rapidly, so rapidly that we may have to
14, advance our time-table, as the alarm may have reached the cireles " 1
" yound the King. The operation s beginning to take shape cleanlyad 6
~ U assassination of the King (it seems that <~ will uandertake this fzr }

i
¥

- &5
6 reward of ten millions), riots in the streets, descent from the monns i
* taing of the bandd wo can trust (practically all the Ghiefs except the
. Chief of the Kmia tribe), appeal 10 Italy to intervene politically and ift
L necessary militarily, offer of the thwone to the King Emperor, and &

! '&‘ L ' Nota by the publishers of the Lialian edition; Wich m{l\n‘l 1o the velerences in, the '

o, B ,‘l" sresent voliie, 1 this and the fllowingg entries, w the idea of sippresio K &:g {

; "; A Albanis, Ambasmador Jacomiopl, altee yeelug cortun extracey oy the diary whish i |

£ L appeared dn the dally pross, um!\lt"rvd 10wy 1 comumunigation v which Lie poinm out S
‘ v, thie Ligh Couct of Justice relatiig o the firelgnd 5

X i |

Lehat, from the Irqal proceed ings be

T Bolicy of win cdgin, i panapirad cleardy that the project of elfminatiiit King Zog hy*
i [0 Mlolenee, o m‘il"’" apposed by facamond bimself, died as soon an it Wi Laen, insemuchl 00
i i Ciano foil 1 culitvate the idea submoguently, but with vespeot (e, % |

i 2. not auly ¢ g
t A ing Zog o policy wat dareied ot which ainied until the end al he realization of new

i it nd bty hgeosments, with e moat sheolyle Feapect the i Hn'l'wn. which wih

i f‘»;u@i".\“lmum‘\hd wntil the momsent when be grovied the Albaian froniler, Rt
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i Jater annexation. Jacomoni guarantees that all this can take place

without trouble at a.month’s notice.

The Duce promises himself he will talk to Ribbentrop about the
fight against Catholicism. ‘It is uscless and idioric,” he said to me, ‘and
it makes the Axis unpopular with the Catholic' [talian masses,” De
Vecchi gave a long exposition at. the Palazzo Venezia of the military
situation in the Dodecanese. It may be summed up as follows: the
Navy is admirable, the Army is all right, the Air Force is hell. And
I believe this goes for the rest of the country too.

‘The Japanese Military and Naval Attachés brought me a pact of
triple alliance, identical with that which Ribbentrop handed me in
Munich. I am still inclined to put it into cold storage, particularly as
Perth has secretly informed me of the British declsion to implement the
April Pact as from the middle of November. We must keep both doves
open. An alliance now would close, perhaps for ever, one of the W0,
und that not the least important, T touched lightly on the subject with
the Duce, and he seems to think as 1 do.

OcToprr 28, Ribbentrop has in fact come about the triple military

Calliance. We discussed it straight away last night at the Grand Hotel,

“He repeated the speeches he made here in May-- heé has gt the idea of

wir fixed in his head; he wants war, his war. As for precise marchillg
orders, cither he has not received them or he does not tell us what they
are, He does not name the enemy or indicate the objectives. But he
wants war in the course of the next three or four years. I was extromely:
rescived, but 1 gave him to understand that we still have other problems

to solye and perhaps other conceptions of the, future organization of
international life. Recent cvents have proved the groat solidarity ‘;‘s‘;‘:‘ 1
between tho totalitavian states. The alliance exists in practice. Why..‘?.‘}
open the door to rumour by a pact the only consequende of Which

would be 1o draw upon us the odium of aggression?

Czech-Magyar question. He had not appreciated the political impors
tance of Axis urbitration. As I'told him, it sets the sesl upon the fact
that all Franco-British influenc: has collapred for ever in Danubian and

Balkan Europe. A gigantic event, as signilicant as Munich itself, 1 may ol
have convinced him. But he is hostile to the Hungarians and defends

"

L

2

the cause of the Gzedhs with a zeal which can only be called shameless,

A second conversation this morning, He reaflivmed the ideas he
expressed Jast night and in addiiion agreed about the advisability of

Chelping Franco until final victory,

I reported to the Duce. He agroes upon the necessity for postponing

1o & futus e date the commitment of an alliance, which would be most
Ampopular in Ttaly, not loast on account of the vegentment againgt
Clarniany felt by the great Catholie masses, The Duce talked abowt |

N
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rance. He explains French military heroism as produced by the
instinct to defend individual property—/a ferme, la cave, Iargent. Fou
the Italians war is a phenomenon of the defence of the frontiers——for the
French, rich and miserly hoarders, it means the preservation of their
own goods. 'That explains why the French are such good soldiers on
the defensive.

The Hungarian Minister is awaiting with anxiety the results of the
ronversations with Ribbentrop. I received hini for a moment at the
Palazzo Chigi. 1 did not tell him all, as it would worry him beyond
measure, but I gave him to understand that German resistance to the
solution desired by the Hungarians is strong and that I shall have hard
work to remove it. Ribbentrop now speaks with haostility, not only
about the Magyar leaders, but about the whole people. An ugly sign,
Very ugly. But perhaps instructive. After fostering the friendship and
the illusions of the Hungarians for twenty years, they abandon them
and even oppose them, when to help them means making a small
sacrifice, T have fought very strenuously, If the arbitration takes place,
I think it will succeed in snatching the three eastern towns from the
Germans. But it will be a very hard struggle.

T'he conversation @ frois took place at the Palazzo Venezia in the !
afternonn. Minute made, Ribbentrop, who was perhaps expecting u
pitre and simple acceptance of the ofler of an alliance, was taken abaek,
s0 much so that the Duce instructed me to speak to him again after
dinner, in order to emphazise that postponement does not inean relusal
and that solidarity between the Axis powers is total even without a

Swritten document,

I also had a talk with Hesse. It was a nasty shock to Ribhentrop
when I alluded to the pact of consultation between the great powery
proposed to us by Hesse in Hider’s name on October 1. Hesse now

- confirms the thing and has given me details—he says he received

instructions from Goring, in the Fiihirer's carriage and in his presence,
during their first visit to the Sudetenland. It is extraordinary that the
Foreign Minister should know nothing about it, but this is not the firsy
time that has happened in Germany. It is yet apother proof that there
are two antagonistic trends in existence—Goring wanting to organize
peace, and Ribbentrop intending 1o prepare for war,

After dinner T asked Villani to come and see me at home, in ordey

CIANO’8 DIARY IJ
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Cto give hum a few suggestions which I think may he .“’“’“” to the
& Hungarian cause. Unofficially, he hinted at the ptmmll-ill()’ of placiny ]

' Aosta on the Hungarian throne, [t would be interesting to ascertag

~ whyther there is anything serious behind this hint. !

Ouronen 20, The Duce wrote a briel note at the Villa Torlonie,
paplying to Germany on the question of the alliance, ['he note accepty

S W,y i
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rinciple, though the date is postponed, and establishes the principle
af an Gffensive as well as defensive alliance. He read it to Ribbentrop
thig afternoon and gave him a copy. To-day’s conversation produced
nothing new. Afterwards Ribbentrop came to the Palazzo Chigi and
we fixed a few points about the Vienna arbitration. He defended the
Czech cause sword in hand and contested the Hungarian clairs of
territory with the same zeal with which the Germans made claims froim
Prague at Munich. However, I get the impression that, if we insist, we
shall have our own way over the three eastern towns.

QeToneER 40. A visit from the Hungarians to brief me for my
discussions with Ribbentrop over the arbitration. The deputation was
headed by Count Esterhazy, whom I hiwe met several times in Buda-
pest and also in Tirana, where he distinguished himself as a dancer of
the csarda. 1 did not know that the leader of the Magyar minority
in Czechoslovakia was the same Esterhazy whom I had adinired for hig
prowess as a dancer, and I found it strange (0 be discussing frontiers
and weighty problems with him. My admiration, however, is reserved
for the dapsenwr! And this nobleman at the head of the movement gives
me the key to all the vacillations, uncertaintics, and fears of which the
Hungarians have given prool in recent weeks.

Moral of the conversation: they would be content if they could have

Kassa, Ungvar, and Munkacs. T shall also try to do something about

Nitra.—the town itself must be regarded as lost, but we ought to saye

the country round it.
Mackensen came in the evening to inform me on behalf of Ribben-

trop that he agrees upon the advisability of giving the Magyars the
three disputed towns, '

Ocroner 51, The Duce approved my plan for the Vienna negotias
tions. He is pleased at the way things are turning out. Tt degerves to be
recorded that hie was the first to speak of arbitration and that, as always,
his vision was clear, He foresews a period of détente in Europe.  He dues
not, however, mean (o make concessions to the French-—an nsnrIneunts
able abyss must be dug between ug and them, This willl be rendered
eler for us if, as i seems, they are going o go in for heing Cleltio,

Lord Perth communicated to me a few details of the parlinmentary
debates on the implementation of the April Pact,

| left for Bolzano. Many comrades came to the station, notably
Starace and the whole National Directorate of the Party.

Noveumnie 1. At Bolzano T visited the industvinl area, now very
fmrportant and being rapidly developed, The appearance of the city is
whanging from northern to Meditervanean. Uhe hand of Mastromattei!

CGinseppr Mastronattes, Prolecy of Bolana,

L,
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is perhaps a little heavy, but very ethcacious. In ten years or even
less it will be diflicult to recognize in Bolzano the Bozen of the old
days.
Marriage ceremony in the villa of the Duke! and Duchess of Pistoia.
Not interesting, except fur the contrast between the rather old-fushioned
dress and ceremonial of the royal family and the pure twentieth-
century setting of the building, Some uniforms and genulflexions clash
with modern furniture, Ty
Demonstration at the station. I found Ansaldo in the train and had =
i long talk with him, He is the most cultivated and intelligent journis 4
o list that the régime possesses.
: Lansbruck. [ made a briel tour of the city. It was cold. Few people
in the steeets. :
Romino, the Consul, says that Innsbruck has suffered much from
the Anschluss--it lived principally on foreign tourism, which has now
completely stopped. However, the régime is taking root among the
popular clagses—there are no longer any unemployed. The manifestas
tions of [riction are of a personal nature and can only be a prablem
for one generation at most.

X

Novemuer 2. Vienna. Ribbentrop was at the station. A new |
atmosphere, The erowd greeted me with warmth and friendliness,
U ) remember the frigid welcome reserved for me by Schuschnigg's
U Vienna two years ago. Something has changed-<life has come buack
" 1o the city and the resentment once felt against us has given way to-

¥ e

_ 'f-}‘;; - gratiiude for our having made possible this happy result.

Ly Tonversation with Goring at iy hotel. e was in malfti, weating
S0 UK My grey suit. A tie of the uld-fashioned kind, passed through
0 aring with a ruby. More Jarge rubies on his fingers. In his buttons
' hole a great Nazi eagle with dismonds. A slight suggeition of AL

1 Capone, el

¥ i i 1
oSt He denounced the Hungarians, He says they are in league with thet
L western democracios, Thiv s going oo far—T protegted and he did mot-
’ff ~insist. Hoe hinted at the posibility of a union between Yugoslavia and’
1 Bulgatia and attacked King Boris sharply. The question daew ‘Z'LJ"‘V

L dnterest s, Goring thonght that it would on secount of Qluesh
W B

TS

“f":'@':‘l(}hamm\.‘ T

U Fiet conversation with Ribbentrop, He s trying o wangle thin

» ;7 s much a8 he qun in favour of Cizechoshwakia, He does not want g \
;‘ I:g-.k ﬁ;\m ap all the three towns, Pgrﬁc-ulurly Munkacy, as he .dr:v.lblrﬁs tha 'Il'j‘:‘ af
il Mungary has all three, Roumania will have no possibility of [ =50
.;T';'/‘:‘,“-l‘ L inaisied, and with same vigour ance T was convineed it he meany
R I $ 1 )

.'nl. A ‘J,k’ mm ' 4 ‘ X | Y ]
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plead the cause of Prague. He is inadequately, most inadequately,
prepared for the discussions. He is not documented at all and even his
still officérs are ill informed about the questions. This gives me plenty. =
of scope. y

Novempir 5. Belvedere, First official conference. The Slovaks
defended their cause well, The Hunparians less well: Kinya really
badly, stupidly bitter and argumentative, and unconvincing and -
inspired in his reasoning-—Count Teleki® better, calm and with more
documentation. Since this morning’s first conversation Ribbentrop has
‘ehanged his attitude—he has come nearer Lo onr point of view, and in
conducting the discussion he sticks to a procedure substantially favour-
uble to the Hungarians, kP

Lunch and cohversation with the various delegates. Afterwards (0%
Ribbentrop and I, with a small staff, went into conclave in the Golden
Chamber. I took control of the discussion and, except for a few
disputed points, T was able to trace the line of the new frontier with a i o
red pencil. Ribbentrop’s unprepuredness enabled me to assign o5 &0
Hungary pieces of territory which might easily have given rise to much FRiis
controversial discussion.

"The documents were prepared and the delegates of the two parties
game in. Chvalkovsky turned pale when he saw the mup, and said to

e sabto voce: ‘1 shall have to resign to-morrow, No governmient could
survive such a blow.’ Kanya remained impassive but whispered hiso o

gatisfaction to Magistrati, Many of the Hungarians present were movesd s
~Villitni wept b . i
U Evening with the Italian colony in Vienna—they are among the: =0 &
st enthusinstio of our nationals abroad. AR
Thursday-a shoot on the Biirgermeister's® estate, He is an old Nav.;l“;.";‘?}_-; “.

L e

“whao endured fifteen months of prison under the old régiaie and saw his ey
fourteen-year-old danghter arrested and shut up with proguitutes ford, 5
CDEUNY

geveral days, because she had lit a natiopalist fire, This explaing why (0 :
. the Reich Government has to be hard with Schusehnigg fand companyy
" | q 1RY

 Novesner 4. Return to Rome, I was welcomed at the alrport by

nany hicrarchs and by the Hungarian legation,
" Whe Duce telephoned in the afternoon and, under the impression

 that he was gpeaking 1o Anfuso, and believing that [ was to srrive byt

*train Ao the evening, he gave orders 1o prepare a demanstration for ine,

}Hmrin,; that 1 had already artived by air, hoe asked to seo me n the |

C UPalaezo Venezia, He i very satisfied and said 30 1o me several times

e, T e
A it Yal Telehi,  former Pritie Minister, Privae Minister nggalo fron Febrdary )
A l'h,g wnkil be cominited sulcida in April ro40. ‘

Hormann Neubadher,
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The Duce talkeed about the growing difliculties presented by ihe
‘dvarchy’ of Fascism and the monarchy. It seems that during the
ceremony at (he National Altar yesterday there was trouble between
him and the King, as the crowd shouted for the Duce and the royal
march was not played at the moment of the elevation of the host. The
King remarked on this. ‘The Duce replied that it must be due to a
momentary forgetfulness. The King retorted dryly that for the last
eight centuries honours had always been rendered to the sovercigns of
the House of Savoy.

The Duce’s comments on the situation are sharp and he makes it
clear that, if au apportunity to liquidate this state ol affairs presents
itself, he will not let it shp.

Novemner 5. Received a delegation of Brazilian journalists,
Received Blondel on a farewell visit-—he is getting ready to leave when
the new French Ambassador arrives. Blondel is a classic example of
the oflicial of middling rank. He is without talent, initiative, or courage.
But he is scrupulous and correct, His merit has been of a negative
order: in thege two years hie has done nothing to aggravate the situation,
And it would have been very easy. l'o do more than this was beyond

 his capacity, Now we shall see Frangois-Poncet. He does not come
L under good auspices; ‘I shall do everything,' said the Duce yesterday,
" "to help him to break his head. 1 don’t like the man.’

b gt The Party has had orders from the Duce to intensily the anti-Seritie
' _campaign and the campaign for Tunisia and Nice.

Novemurr 6. Dead calm on the intérnational front--storm on the
i etelesiastical horizon,

ot To-morrow the Countil of Ministers will approve the racial law. Tt

. includes an article prohibiting mixed marriages except on the polat of

death or for the legitimization of offspring. The Pope would like the

dispensation to be extended also to converts to Gatholicism. The Duee

has rejocted this reguest, which would make the law contessional instead
ol vacial, The Pope wrote him a letter in his own hand, which was loft |

unanswered, He then turned indignantly to the King and addrestod

» letter to himy, in which he accused the Duce of wanting to destroy
the Convordar. 1 have given Mussolini a copy of this letter, which
T received from Pignaid, The King, though he has heen in possession |
Lol it since lagt night, has not yet passed it on, 1 can't say the Duce was 4
1{‘ yery shaken by it. He repeated that the papal thess is umu,n;t'ptahlg,‘_é

% nd spoke sharply about the ‘denaneistion’, which the Pope Nad'
thought fit to lodge with the King. Naturally the law, which 1 vcrfyi.}‘

o evere  upon the Jows, will be passed to-morrow  according to
L programme, B
N tlegraphed to Berlin that no Franco-Cerman agreement should he'
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made until the results of Chamberlain’s forthcoming visit to Paris are
known.

NoveEMBER 7. Council of Ministers, Nothing particular. The Duce .
was annoyed at the trumpeting made by Balbo over the sending of «
calonists to Libya. h

In future these colonists will leave in small detachments. All the
more as there is a risk of their persuading themselves that they are
official personages sent by the régime to cut a fine figure. This is what
happened at Littoria, where the peasants at one moment refused to
work because they thought their role was to be purely representative.

Perth announced to me the British decision to implement the Pact
on Novemnber 106, THe will present his credentials to me and not to the
sovereign, as this is in accordance with etiguette and practice,

Ribbentrop and I have agreed that we should not accept the invitas
tion to send our two Ministers to be present at the Hungarian oceu-
pation of Kassa. It would simply serve to irritate the Czechs and to
tob the arbitration of its character of impartialily. ik

Francois-Poncet has arrived. From the Ministry there went to mest
him only the oilicials strictly concerned with such duties. But Anfuso e
tlls me that there were a lot of people in the station and also cutside
and that there was some applause, possibly on the part of Italians,

I reported this to the Duce on the telephone and he was obviously
annoyed.,

Novemprr 8. It seems to me that there is not . much hope of a
rapprochement with France, The Duce, in my usual interview with him, a
traced the lineswhich onr future policy will have to follow, ‘Objectives;
Jibui, at least to the extent of a condominium and neutralization;’ :
unisa, with a niore or less similar régime; Corsica, Ttalian and neyer

allicized, to be ruled directly; the frontier to be pushed back o the

iver Var. 1 am not interested in Savoy, which is neither historicallye
nor geographically Italian. This js the general pattern af our claim, |
I do nat specily one or ive o ten years. The time will be settled by
events. But we must never Joge sight of this goal.” Tt is under these
auvspices that I rahgois-Poncel beging his mission. e

o saw the Comte de Chambrun again.

“Guariglia, ' on his departure for Paris, received instructions (o ‘wait
and see’ ? He s a shrewd official, who will tie up the ass where his

“magter tells hint to. But it will go against the grain, because he is a
democrat and therefore at heart a Francophile,

A littde old man, whom T have seon precisély once in the last two
yeuns, announced to me that his country has recognized the Empirve,
1§ L‘uﬂ'-mlln Chaariglia, Ttahan Ambassador in Pagis, 1ggt-q. Forelgn Miniater iy '

wdoglio Gavernment, 1944 ;
Tl Laglish in e origital, ¥
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It was with some difliculty that 1 identified him as the Minister of
South Africa.!

NovemsEr 9. Council of Ministers.

First conversation with Frangois-Poncet, He iried to be dégagd,
Picking up the threads of our flecting contact in Munich, he opened
the conversation in the tone of an old friend, dignified and sure of
himsell~though he is far from being so in fact. He started with more
or less desultory talk, mostly about himself and his political antecedents,
Then he came to the point and said that his presence in Rome significs
that France has profited by the leszon of Munich and intends to march
with a realistic spirit. No suggestion of competing with the Romes
Berlin Axis, but a hope that it may be possible to bring it nearer to the
Franco-British system, so that consultation of the four powers may be
established as a regular practice. 1 replied with a list of the proofs we
have given of our goodwill, But between us and France there is an
obstacle: Spain. Our position is still that laid down by the Duce in his
Genoa speech,  Frangois-Poncet agreed. He explained the difficulties
which the solution of this problem presents to his Government and
declared that he will do his best to facilitate an agreement on the
nibject. When he left, he looked very tired and seemed thoughtful, It

g not easy 1o find one's way about in Rome.
« = The Lithuanian Minister wants us to use our good offices for a
gettlement with Germany and Poland, -

L Novemuer 10, Council of Ministers. The law for the defence of
the race was pashed. Starace wanted to go so far as the nnconditional |
expulsion of all Jews from the Party, but the Duce opposed this, Others
wise, apart from minute alterations, the law was approved in the form
proposed by the Minister of the Interior, '
In the afternoon I had a meeting at the Palazzo Chigl of all the
S Clonguly in southern France, Corsicn, Algoria, eto. The Duce intonds
10 have a compaign to recover the laliang living in France. There ard
20 now about a miillion of them, The Beptember coisis amply demion-
 atrited the deamatic seriousness of this problem, The French General
" Btalf was propared to enlist eight battalions of our nationaly and huel
- them against te——with what eflect on morale can rasily he imagined,
Lo Another sonrce of anxiety would have been the fate reserved for ”m;
o0 hetter elements- for some deatls, for others persecution by lotérnment
1 dn concentration camps or forped labour, As Traliun policy may obli
T a8t meet & crisin with France agaln, we do not want & similar situation
e vecur. AN those whiv are willing to return will be given the maximum
¢ ussistance, in the form of employent, submidies, in some cases penglony,
L The Censulsexpressed themselves unanimonsly in favourof this policy
i £ Albért eyniss, :
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passed through very tragic hours in September, when the fate of
the Italians in France was so extremely precarious. But we must make
sure of work for the repatriates. I have fixed a second and longer
meeting for Saturday,

NoveMBER 11. The Hungarian Minister brought me a statue of
Hercules as a present from Kanya. He also invited me to visit Budapest
in January or February. Then, almost incidentally, he hinted at the
possibility of disorders in Ruthenia, such as to necessitate its union with
Huugary. I strongly advised him against this. There would be opposi-
tion from Germany, and we ourselves might possibly be compelled to
recall the Hungarians to strict observance of the arbitration, Hitler has
been heard to say that henceforth he regards the Ruthenian question
as ‘his question’. £ guesto fia suggel. . . .* 1 am sadly disillusioned about
the Hungarians—first from a military point of view and now from that
of correctness they show themselves to be anything but what we had
expected.

I had a talk with a Jew who was at school with me. I remember him
as a vain and impudent boy, with the arrogance of wealth: he is now
a sad, crushed man. Individual cases are distressing, but it is disastrous
to consider a great social and historical phenomenon from the point of
view of personal suffering. Nevertheless I telephoned to Buffarini to
call his attention to the case of the Jew with an Aryan wife. I think that
this gesture of detachment from the Jewish nation and religion should
be rewarded with special treatment. If the family nucleus is to be
protected, the father must not be placed in a position of inferiority with
respect to his children,

Novemprr 12. T found the Duce more worked up than ever about
the Jews. Ie approves unconditionally the reprisals carried out by the
Nazis.? He says that in their position he would have gone even further,
He is also furious with the Belgian Ambassador, who has written a
report, of which S..M. has obtained a copy, saying that the Italians
da not want to fight. The Duce has himself sent him four copies of
a little hook describing our war and alse an anonymous note couched
in these terms: “There is reason to believe that you say the Italian people
do not like war. They have, however, fought four victorious wars ina
quarter of a century.’

He proposes to enact @ measure which will make Jews born in Italy
in fature stateless. ;

He received Berti while I was there, on a farewell visit. He praised
him highly and promoted him on thespot to be General in Command

1 fAnd let this be a seal to undeceive all.men' (Dante’s Inferno, Canto x1x, line 2t).

% Vom Rath, Third Sceretary at the German Embassy in Paris, was shot by a Polish

Jew an November 7 and died twodays later. The murder was the pretext for a savape
putburst of anti Semitism i Gertnany,

14

L
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an Army. In the afternoon he telephoned to tell me that he had
cancelled the promotion, because he had learnt that Berti is a bachelor.
‘A general must be the first to realize that without men you cannot

have divisions.’
Egypt has recognized the Empire—a recognition of great importance.

NovemBeR 13. Nothing particularly important, The Duce is
critical of the Germman decision to impose a fine of a thousand million
marks, He agrees about reprisals of a personal nature but considers
the valuation of vorn Rath’s life at seven thousand million lire to be
excessive. Or rather, absurd. He is worried about new threats against
the Catholics. He says that any violence against the clergy and the
churches makes the Axis unpopular and that, if an open crisis should
develop and Catholicism meet with the same fate as the Jews, the Axis
might fail to stand the strain. And he is right.

Noveuszr 14. The Duce has for some time past been nons
committal about the Albanian scheme, but this morning, taking his
cue from a cruise Zog is making, he once more urged me to act, The
date is to remain lixed for the spring,.

He was very anti-bourgeois. He said that on January 3 he will
publish a strong speech against the Italian bourgeoisie, with the ttle
‘Face and Soul of the Ttalian Bourgeoisie’. He will also announce his
third wave in the Popolo d’ltalia. This is because the bourgroisic is
against the Axis and fails to realize that, if he had followed a different
policy last March, he would have been defeated by Germany. Franco
would have been beaten in Spain, and Franc~ and England might have
taken the Empire from us.

The Duce told me to write a letter to Grandi preannouncing onr
claims for Tunis, Jibuti, and the revision of the Suez tarifls. I wrote
accordingly and informed Starace. Apart from his unique loyalty, it 1
important that he should know all this so that he can do his work of
preparing the masses.

Meeting to set up the permanent committee for the repatriation of
Italians abroad. There were present, besides Starace, many Ministers
and the Presidents of the Federations, There was a general apprecias
tion of the problem, and we have made our dispositions for the battle
very well. We shall win, T found an apportunity to raise in a suitablg
way the question of irredentism in L'unis, .
b Novemnsr 15. Settled with Buffarini our reply to the note of

protest--to tell the truth, a very mild protest-—sent by the Holy See
altor the enactment of the tecent racial measures, which have struék
a blow at the Concordat in the sphere of marriage.

Through Buti 1 made the final arrangements with the Ambassador
af Clrent Britain for the implementation of the April Pact,
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“Nothing else worthy of note.

NoveEMazRr 16. To-dav was dedicated to peace with England.
Lord Perth came at 11 in the morning to present to me his credentials
addressed to the King Emperor. He was moved and, in order not to get
confused, he had written down the few words he had to speak. Poor
old man! He really has been through some emotions at the Palazzo
Chigi! Twice during his mission to Rome we have been on the brink
of war. And now we are leaving behind a crisis which has been very
acutc and has dragged on for more than three years, I must acknow-
ledge that Perth has worked well—intelligently and honestly. Even the
events of September 28 certainly felt the influence of the good relations
Perth has established with me. And vet the first day he saw me he
wrote to his Government—we have the document—d¢scribing the
repugnance which he felt, and forced himself to overcome, when he
shook hands with me, because 1 had directed the anti-British press
campaign during Abyssinia.

In the afternoon there was a briel ceremony of signing for the
implementation of the Pact. Then I went to the Palazzo Venezia to
report to the Duce. He was very satisfied with what has happened
and praised me for my conduct of the affair. ‘All this i3 very impor-
tant,’ he said, ‘but it does not alter our policy. In Europe the Axis
remains fundamental. In the Mediterrancan we will callaborate with
the English as long as we can. France remains outside-—our claima
upon her have now been defined.’

Perth also broached the subject of an official visit of Chamberlain
and Halifax to Rome in the second week in January, The Duce was at
first reluctant. But I emphasized the psychological value of this visit
and he ended by giving his consent,

Novemarr 17. The campaign for the repatriation of Ttalians
abroad has been launched in great style. The Duce has approved the
measures 1 have already takgn and my programme of work. I think
we have heve a fine Fascist batile, which will yield very satisfactory
resuilts,

I received the syndical leaders who went with our workers to
Germany. In the preface (o the book published by the Federation 1
have already expressed a most favourable opinion of the utility of these
mass visits, which serve fo open the minds of our workers and of the
Germans themselves, Hitherto, for mardy reasons, the two peoples have
been in a strange psychological relation to each other. The Germans
huve loved uy without respecting s, We have respected thein without

loving (hem. Through @ more precise knowledge, leading to a fusion

of these (wo sentiments, we shall be able in the end to create a true
Axis atmosphere, And it will be esier to do this through the working

L
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“tasses than through the more egotistic, more pacifist bourgeoisie,
which is more deeply attached to the countries, like France and Great
Britain, which represent the crystallization and the defence of systems
rejected and overthrown by Fascism and Nazism.

Vittorio Mussolini® was to have gone to London, but the visit has
been cancelled because his host could find nothing better to do than
to write a violently anti-German letter to the Daily Telegraph. 1 have
informed Berlin of the incident and of the reason why the visit will not
take place.

Novemerr 18, Villani returned to the charge about Ruthenia, He
says that the expected movement is taking place in the country, that
the Ruthenians cannot live torn away from Hungary as they are, and
that Germany appears to be indifferent to this fresh development of the
situation. This is untrue. I know that the Fithrer has expressed his
refusal. I told Villani quite clearly that I disapprove of this policy and
that, if Germany asks us to join her in addressing to Hungary an invita-
tion to respect the terms of the arbitation, we shall march in step with
Berlin. I am particularly anxious that the Germans should not believe
that we are playing a double game and that it is at our instigation that
the Hungarians are throwing oil on the flames. T also invited Villani
to consider that Hungary’s position with regard to Geneva is now
untenable. They will have to leave the League, from which they never
have received and never will receive anything. A step of this kind will
strengthen Imredy’s position, domestically as well, as the parties of the
right seem to be more and more active and restless,

The Princess of Piedmont gave me an account of her visit to France
and England. Nothing very important. She was very anxious 1o
justify hersell for having gone to a concert given by Toscanini in
Lucerne in the summer. She was persuaded to go by some friends in
Milan and she had not appreciated the political significance ol her
action.

Novemsor 1g. Villani made a further communication about the
situation in Ruthenia and told me the important news that Budapest
has informed Berlin of the situation which has arisen. We shall awail
reactions.

[ started work on the speech I am to make in the Chamber on
November 30

L,

NovimBER 40, While T was hunting at La Mandria near Turin,

Anfugo telephoned aboat the departure of 100 arroplanes for Hungary,
‘The Duce, it seems, in a conversation with the Hungarian Military
Attaché, promised him these aris and also authorized the commence-
ment of opevations in Ruthenia, ‘This was because Szabio assured him

I Vintovio Mussolini, the Duce’s ¢ldest son; a journalist. Hlis host was to have beerl
Lorgd Hwrdwicke,
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at the Germans are not against it. This is a lie. In the afternoon
Berlin informed us that, questioned by the Magyars, they remonstrated
sharply and ordered them to respect the Vienna arbitration. I agree
with the Germans. These Hungarians are behaving badly, like a
Balkanized people, which is what they really are.

Meanwhile the Duce has got himself into a serious mess. His honesty
has been exploited. The promises and pledges he made were based on
the premise of German consent. German consent is wholly lacking.
The pledges, then, have no validity. Fortunately the threatening
weather has prevented the aeroplanes from leaving the ground and
reaching Hungary, If I arrive in time, I shall get the decision to send
them cancelled. It would be difficult to persuade the Germans of our
good faith, if at the same time we were sending the Magyars the means
to carry out their aggression.

'The Duce has telegraphed orders to Berlin to get in touch with the
Reich Government, inform them of the truth, and agree with them
upon identical action.

I returned to Rome in the evening.

Novemprr 21. The German decision is to send a note to Budapest
1o recall them to respect of the Vienna arbitration, and they have sent
us a dralt of the note. We are in agreement. I communicated its contents
to Villani and Szabo, who are unhappy about the incident. They had
acted in perfect good faith, believing that the Hungarian Government
really had obtained German consent,

The Hungarian action will not take place. Particularly as our aero-
planes have not left and will not leave for some time, Vinci' telegraphs
that Kanya, when he received him to accept delivery of the note, was
crestfallen and, though polite, icy. It is Kanya who is responsible for
the incident, just as, through the personal enmities he has aroused, he
is responsible for the anti-Magyar attitude adopted by many Germans.

I spoke to Ribbentrop on the telephone. He is fully aware of what
has happened and has no dowbts about our attitude,

NovemeeRr 22. Nothing particularly outstanding, except the meet-
ing of the Committee for the repatriation of Italians abroad.

NovempeRr 23. Signed the cultural agreement witht Germany. It
is an understanding which goes further than the usual cultural agree-
ment, whose value is in general nil. This one really opens the doors of
Germany to Italian culture to an unprecedented extent, For this
peason we have given a great deal of publicity to the even| in the press,

My speech for the Chamber is finished, The date reinaing fixed for
November go.

As antlopated, Imredy has resigned following his defeat in the

' Count Laigi Oragio Vinci-Gigliueci, Htaliun Minister in Budapest,

L,
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Chamber. Tt is too early to forecast his successor, but there is talk
_of another Imredy Government, further to the right. It is interesting
to note that Colonel Szabo has revealed himself to be hostile to the
present Government. In out conversations on Monday, while Villani
deprecated the possible fall of the Imredy Government, Szabo did
not scem in the least disturbed at the possibility of a Hungarist Govern-
ment. In his opinion it is the only way to get a policy completely loyal
to the Axis and, within the Axis, to Rome. He does not admit that the
extremists of the right are, as is usually said, in bondage to Germany.

NoveMBER 24. The Chargé d’Affaires of Czechoslovakia handed
me a note declaring that the questions pending with Germany and
Poland are now definitely liquidated. Tt is not yet the formal démarche,
but it is the prelude to a request for a guarantee of the frontiers in
accordance with the Munich agreement. I do not think we could refuse
such a recuest, if it comes, all the more as Germany would make no
difficulty about consenting.

1 informed Cristich of what has happened in the last few days
between us, Germany and Hungary. He was very grateful for the
information and for the policy we have followed. Had the incursion
into Ruthenia taken place, it would have had the result of weakening
the position of Stoyadinovich at a moment when he in fact requires
support in view of the forthcoming elections. Cristich confirmed that
Stoyadinovich, strong in the majority he hopes to obtain, will tend to
emphasize more and more the authoritarian character ol his Govern-
ment. During the conversation we mentioned relations between
Belgrade and Atheus and the question of Salonika. I encouraged him
to make a move towards the Aegean, Yugoslavia’s natural outlet to the
gea, at the earliest opportunity. The chiel purpose of this is to facilitate
out action in Albania, which is maturing according to plan.

Novemper 25. Conferred with Mosconi! and the lawyer Gambing*
about Albania, They confirmed that the conviction, by no means new,
that Italy will very soon seize control of the country, is stendily gaining
ground. There are some sections of public opinion which go so far ns
to expross a hope of this intervention. The position of the King gets

. weaker and weaker. In court circles there has been an increase of
anti-Ttalian feeling,
" Ciambara was with the Duce. He announced a forthcoming offensive
on Barcelona, to begin on approximately December g. Gambara gave
“an admirable account of the morale of our troops, He helieves that the
foroes composing the Corps of Volunteers, which amount, inchiding

* Antonit Mudcor, Clhairmag of the National Bank of Allsnia, Former Minister

of Finangs.
# A, Gambing, Diveotor of the Natonal Bank of Albania
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paniards, to about 60,000 men, will be able to play a leading role in
the forthcoming operations. He asked for—and we agreed to give
him—three groups of artillery, 100s and 149s, and alsv a certain
nuinber of men to make up for departures and losses.

In the afternoon 1 saw Villani, who confirmed that Hungary has
suspended all action in Ruthenia. He again talked about Hungary
joining the Anti-Comintern Pact. By all means, but first she must
withdraw from Geneva. Villani believes that this will be easier if
Kanya is replaced by Csaky.

Villani told me that Francois-Poncet had said to him that one day
Hungary will find a Gauleiter in Horthy's place and that she should
beware of Italy, which has already abandoned one country. Villani,
50 he says, made a vigorous rejoinder. -

Novemper 26. The Duce has approved almost without alteration
the speech I am to make to the Chamber on Wednesday.,

Von Mackensen discussed with me the Hungarian proposal to join
the Anti-Comintern Pact. In Berlin too they think that this step should
be preceded by a withdrawal from Geneva.

The Ambassador also made a statement to me about the present bad
relations between Germany and Brazil and tried to draw a parallel
between the withdrawal of Lojacono and the foreed withdrawal of their
Ambassador, What it comes to is that they want us not to send Sola.
While declaring that I was ready to examine any proposals and acgu-
ments of Ribbentrop's, T pointed out that against us no measures have
been taken which would justify such a reprisal. I also emphasized the
enormols extent of our economic and political interests in Brazil, not
to mention the friendly attitude of Brazil towards us at the time of
sanctions.

Novemner 27. Nothing worthy of note.

Novemner e, I found the Duce in a state of indignation against
the King. Three times in the course of their conversation this morning
the King said to him that he féels an “infinite pity for the Jews's He
cited cases of persecution, amoug them that of General Pugliese, an old
man ol eighty, loaded with medals and wounds, who has bean deprived
of his honsekeeper, The Duce said that there are 20,000 spineless people
in Ttaly who are moved by the fate of the Jews, The King replied that
he is one of them. He also attacked Germany, apropos of the creation
of the 4th Alpine Division. The Duce used very violent expressions
about the monarchy. More and more he meditates o change of system,
But perhaps the moment has not vet come, There would be reactions,
At Pesaro yesterday the garrison commander reacted strongly when the
Fedorale ovdered a salute 1o the Duce and not one to the King,

Meeting about eitizenship tor the Arabs, A sharpalterontion between

L
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Balbo and Starace, because Balbo made remarks which sounded
offensive about the Party’s policy. AN

Perth came to see me at home to draw up a communiqué ‘about
Chamberlain’s visit to Rome. The news was to have been kept secret,
but there has been talk in London and this morning the papers were
full of it. I have informed von Mackensen of the visit and of its origin.

Jacomoni gave me a little map showing the dispositions of the bands
in Albania,

Novemser 29. The Duce received Francois-Poncet. The Chiel’s
state of mind, already hostile enough, was aggravated by the heavy cold
which has been tormenting him for the last two days. It was a chilly
welcome. Frangois-Poncet tried to open the discussion immediately by
saying that his Government has sent him here to continue the atmio-
sphere of Munich. The Duce, who even pretended not to remermber
whether at the time of Munich Frangois-Poncet had or had not been
appointed Ambassador in Rome, replied that relations between France
and ltaly are poisoned by the Spanish affair and that on this subject he
is now mors uncompromising than ever. He diyerted the conversation
to the internal situation of France, but Poncet, speaking slowly and
with an effort to impress, struggled to return to the field of foreign
politics by elutching at the theme of a Four Power Pact. Again he was
unsuccessful, The Duce said that the plan failed through the fault of
the French Left and that he certainly has no intention of proposing a
similar plan. Then, with an absent-minded air, he added: ‘Il faut
d’abord mettre de I'ordre dans la maison’, and rose from his chair,
Frangois-Poncet did not add another word. And he left looking much
less sure of himself than when he came in.

1 talked to Mackensen about the announcement in the News Chronicle
of the project for a Tripartite Pact. It seems that the leakage took place
in Japanese quarters. ,

Acquarone, the new Miuister to the Royal Household, came to see
ine and said that he wants to get a little fresh air into the atmosphere,
‘But 1 must go slowly in questions of form,’ he added; for if 1 reniove
the forms, a complete vacuum will be revealed inside.”

Novemner 40. I delivered my speech iu the Chamber, It went
very well. When at the end 1 spoke of the ‘natural aspirations of the
Italian people’; there burat out a veritable storm of acclamations aud

< ghouts of “Tunis, Copsica, Nice, Savoy’. Nothing had been arranged,
' Spontancously the deputies gave voice to their agpirations, which age

those of the whole people.

The Duce was pleased. I drove back with him 1o the Palazzo
Venezia, 'A great speech,” he said, ‘and a great day for the régime
That is the way to pose a problem and to sct a people in motion.
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At the Grand Council he spoke himself at the beginning of the session,
more or less in the following words: ‘I announce to you the immediate
goals of Fascist dynamism, As we have avenged Adowa, so we will
avenge Valona.! Albania will become Italian, 1 cannot yet—and I do
not wish to—tell you how or when. But it will happen. Then, for the
requirements of our security in this Mediterranean which still confines
us, we need Tunisia and Corsica. The frontier must be moved to the
Var. I do not aim at Savoy, because it is outside the circle of the Alps.
But I have my eye on the Ticino, as Switzerland has lost her cohesive
force and is destined one day, like many little countries, to be disrupted.
All this 18 a programme. I cannot lay down fixed times. I merely
indicate the lines on which we shall march. Anyone revealing what
I have said, in whole or in part, will.have to answer to a charge of
treason.’

DEGEMBER 1. Sparano read me a letter from the Brazilian Foreign
Minister describing the domineering behaviour of the German Ambas-
sador. He asks for our solidarity. I do not know what we can do,
except work as mediators to clear up the incident. But I fear the crisis
may be decp-seated. German propaganda measures among their large
colomnics abroad are of a kind to cause serious and justifiable anxiety to
the Rio Government.

Villani, in tears, as he usually has been in the last few weeks when
the subject is mentioned, thanked me for what I said yesterday about
his country.

I had a long discussion with Jacomoni about the situation in Albania
and the projected operation, which is now beginning to take concrete
shape. The preparations are going well. The Zog régime reveals itsell
more and more wolibly and ripe for collapse.

DeceEmuer 2. Reactions o my speech are growing sharper every-
where—in France they have become hysterical,

In Italy, meanwhile, its success is great, 1 have received hundreds
of letters and telegrams of vongratulation. The Ttalians now undex-
stand that the Axis has objectives which are not solely German—-we
tuo have our claims and we have 1o intention of renouncing ther, even
if we could.

The Duce, who is very pleased, as he always is when he smells
powder, defined our line of action: to get aside the Mussolini-Laval
agreement of 1945 and synchronize our demands with the German
colonial ¢laims, Our demands are Jibuti, Tunis, and a shave in the
Suez Canal.

¥ Adowa, i Abyssinin, was the seene of an Ttalian defeat in 1896, Valona, in

Albania, was the scene of an Tialian defeat in iguo,
? Mussolinl and Laval signed an agreement tn Rome on January 7, 1985, delining
the lnteresty of their two countries in Africa

N
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Conversation with Frangois-Poncet in the evening. He affected to
be very indifierent, but he was worried and anxious to give his démarche
a more friendly character than that of a protest. He was captious in
the conversation, of which I have made a Minute. Scizing hold of an
isolated phrase of mine, he tried to get a definite statement that the
Government was not advancing claims. I was very reserved. After his
oflicial démarche he made a few observations, emphasizing particularly
that France ig not a country fallen so low that she can be asked perma-
nently to give up ‘a pound of flesh’. Ay he was leaving, he asked
whether he could go on unpacking his trunks. ‘It would be delightful
to live in peace in Rome,’ he added. “T'hat will depend on you,” I
veplied coldly, and after a pause, with a smile, ‘and also on us.' He
way as white as a sheet when he left the room.

Drcrmpur . The European orchestra continues full blast. It
lenwves us absolutely indillerent——in fact we are keeping the controversy
alive deliberately. The Duce'is very pleased at what has happened,
He believes that all this is very useful for our Albanian plans—it
distracts Jocal attention, it permits us to make suitable preparations
without creating un alarm, and, lastly, it will induce the French to take
our presence in Tirana well, so Jong as it means that the pressure upon
them is relaxed.

1 saw Perth twice. The first time he announced the date of Chambers
lain’s visit to Rome. Fixed for January 11. The second time he made
a démarche about the Tunisian question. My reply was more or less
what I had said to Francois-Poncet. He recalled me to the observance [
of our agreement with England for the Mediterranean, I replied that

I will reject any such protest, until my speech can be shown to have ‘
contained anything which may be judged incousistent with our
engagements.

As for the Mussolini-Laval Pact, Perth himself agrees that it can no
lomger be regarded a8 in force. '
I received Jacomoni. He brought with him -, the man who s
prepaving to sivike the blow against the King in Albania, Naturally,
he is an old fHend of the King’s, but he feels he has been neglécted by
himn and is discontented.
D ctmnei 4. Nothing particularly important in Rome, But there
are rather serious reports of anti-Italian incidents deliberately ereated
in Gorgica and at Tunis. These clashes help our game very welly
! hegmise they produce a violent reaction in even the least sensitive
goctions of Italian public opinion.
Drcemprr 5. In view of Ribbentrop’s forthcoming visit to Paria,
the Duee and | decided not to dramatize the incidents and to oall & |
famporary lnll to the anti-French campaign in the pres, [ wrranged
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for Ribbentrop himself to be informed of this and he expressed his
satisfaction, He had himself summoned Attolico on the eve of his
departure, and made light of the significance and the aims of his visit
to Paris.

With Jacomoni and Giro™I fixed certain important points of the
Albanian operation. The work of organization is proceeding well, and
I think that everything ought to develop according to plan. The dis-
appearance of the King will serve to remove any centre of resistance
and the movement will have the whole country in flames in a few
hours. T am wondering now whether we should not advance the
operation, as the machinery is all wound up and delay may produce
unpredictable snags.

Long conversation with Starace. I gave him my [rank opinion of
some of his gestures and actions. In the first place the projected anti-
bourgenis exhibiticn, It is ridiculous to annoy people for no reasan,
as he does—you can’t torment them just because they go in for five
o'clock tea or evening dress, It is my belief that, especially when you
have a more narrow rigidity in politics, you should leave a larger
margin of personal liberty, Certain of Starace’s measures are creating
large pockets of discontent and disaffection.

Drcempre 6. The Duce examined and approved the plan of
action for Albania. The only reservation he formulated precisely was
on the subject of Yugoslavia. France, England, and Greece do not
worry him at all. He is, however, following the attitude of Yugoslavia
with attention-—it is not so much the possibility of 4 definite counters
stroke, which would appear to be difficult, that worries him, as that of
wenkening her friendship with us to the advantage of Germany, It will
perhaps be as well t talk to Stoyadinovich and study the question of
compensation, possibly at the expense of Greece, i.¢. Salonika,

Horthy has sent me an invitation o a hunting party, which T have
ateepted. I start on December 19, It is worth while taking a look at
close quarters at the internal situation of Hungary, which is far from
brilliant. The feudal régime still continues under the prosent Govern-
ment, and only a sharp turn of the helin to the right can put Hungary
bick on the proper course. Szabo yesterday sang the praises of Szalasi
and Hungarism,

Muti is back from Spain. Things are getting into quite good shape
there and the forthcoming attack in Catalonia may assume a decisive
character. I myself am rather sceptical-~that phrase has been used ton
often to be believed any longer. In any case the Corps of Volunteers,
under the command of Gambara, is in fine form, perhaps better than

ever befors, and relations with the Air Force have been cleared uph

satisfactorily.

L,
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Drcemper 7. Took Muti to see the Duce. The news is good—even
the Bernasconi'-Gambara feud has been healed and our troops will
engage the enemy under admirable cenditions.

Nothing elsc worthy of note.

Decemprr 8. Anti-French demonstrations in Italy and anti-
Italian demonstrations in France are multiplying. There is no harm
in this, as they serve to make the Axis popular with Italian youth. At
the moment they are student demonstrations, but then irredentism has
always begun in the schoolroom.

Drcemser g. The Duce wants a little sand put in the wheels of
the anti-French campaign, as, if it continued at this rate, we should
have to make the cannon speak, and the time for that has not yet come’,
But he declared himself pleased with the results of this test of the
Italian public’s attitude to France. '

Perth and I are preparing the programme of Chamberlain’s visit,
Unofficially, he told me that he disapproves of the French attitude. He
has advised Poncet not to dramatize things.

Barella opened his hieart to me on the subject of Starace. He too has
joined the company of those who bitterly attack the Party Secretary,
There is now a veritable popular rising against him. I have made it
my rule to disinterest myself in internal politics, but I am wondering
now whether I ought not to talk to the Duce. Starace has many merits,
but he has made the two most serious mistakes which you can make
when you have to deal with the Italian people. He has created an
atmosphere of persecution and he has caused annoyance by a thousand
little things of a personal nature, Now the Italians like their rulers to
yule with heart. They may forgive you if you do them harm, but not
if you pester them.,

Decrmeur 10, Nothing worthy of note.
Dinner in honour of Perth at the Villa Madama.

DrcemBer 1. Nothing worthy of note,

Drcempir 14.0 I reported my conversation with Pignatti to the
Duce. He burst out violently against the Pope, whose death he hopes
for in the near future, He threatened to ‘touch the sensitive nerve’ and
Dring back to life the Ghibelline Italy which has never died, He said
that in Romagna the churches were locked and bolted when Fascism
began and that if peaple go to them now it is only becuuse they know:
that the Duce desires it. e ended, however, by afiivming the impors
tnce of ot provoking a cvisis with the Vatican at the present moment,
and he suthorized me 10 deny the report about divorce and sterilization,

L Gienerad Mario Bernascond, eommander of the Tlalian f\'il force in Spain,
# The leal for Deceniber 12 and 13 i missing from the diary.
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eremony of the final sitting of the Chamber. Orano! made a long
and ineflective speech, while Papa scored a great success with a few
simpleé, spirited words, true to his own nature.

Cristich repeated to me a conversation he has had with Poncet,
which confirms what I was told yesterday by the Minister of Uruguay.
Poncet, who when he came here expected a very diflerent sort of
success, has now been soured. He counted on his personality to remove
obstacles and revive pro-French trends. Instead he hag found himself
isolated, and he realizes now that there is no possibility of manceuvring
behind the scenes, since in Rome foreign policy is handled only by the
man responsible for it. As the Uruguayan Minister gave me the written
text of his conversation with Poncet, and Poncet used some sharp
language about the Germans, I shall give the German Embassy a copy.
It will serve to weaken the sympathy which Poncet enjoys in certain
(German circles,

DecempEr 15. I accompanied General Oshima, Japanese Ambas-
sador in Berlin, to the Duce. His visit has the recornmendation of
Ribbentrop, as Oshima, like him, is zealous for the transformation of
the Anti-Comintern Pact into a Pact of Triple Alliance. Physically
Oshima is a perfect specimen of the Samurai, as they appear in old
Japanese paintings and porcelain, Small and thicksct. An extremely
proud carriage. A hard and interesting face. When he began to speak,
I realized why Ribbentrop is so fond of him. They are the same type:
enthusiasts who see things in simple terms—I am tempted to say wishtul
thinkers. He attacked Russia and said that Japan intends to dismember
her into 50 many small states that all thought of revenge will be vain
and ridiculous. He also said that Japan wants to eliminate British
interests entirely from China and from the Pacific in general. He shed
a lurid light on the position of the English in India. The Duce repeated
the usual arguments about the necessity of postponing for a certain time
the transformation of the Pact and indicated the period in which he is
likely to muke his decision, viz. between the middle of January and the
middle of February.

Giuriati, our Consul-General in Calcutta, reports that on Septeruber
27 the Viceroy of India® told him that in the event of war he would be
quite unable to maintain British rule in India.

Gave Mackensen the memorandum of the Uruguayan Minister’s
conversation with Poncet,

Drormprr 16, Lord Perth, with tears in his eyes, asked for our
agrdment for Percy Loraine. In the hottom of his heart he still hopes,
though he does not admit it, that during Chamberlain’s [ortheoming
visit to Rome we may persuade the British Government 1o go back on

L Paglo Orano, Fascist historian, ! Lord Linlithgow,

L,
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decisiori. I am sorry he is going. He is a man who by a slow and
painful process has come to understand and even to love Fascisni.
He has a genuine friendship for me, as I have for him.

His presence here would still have been useful. Anglo-Ttalian friend-
ship is too tender a plant to be exposed to shocks. And I do not know
whether this Percy Loraine is the most suitable sort of man. Not long
ago he said some disagrecable things about Italy and the Duce arranged
for some anonymous letters to be sent to him, contaiuing carctully
chosen insults and equally carefully chosen newspaper cuttings with
photographs of our armed forces. The auspices are not good. To think
that Perth had become o friendly to us as to telegraph to his Govern-
ment—I have the deciphered text—on the day of my speech to the
Chamber, that the Deputies’ shouts for Tunis and Corsica did not
reach the diplomatic gallery!

Perth recommends that while we are waiting for Chamberlain’s visit
the campaign against I'rance should be abated a little, in order not to
create greater difficulties of a domestic nature for the Prime Minister.
I gave him assurances.

Received von Mackensen and Strautz' and gave them a report on
the interview which took place between the Duce and General Oshima
at the Palazzo Venezia, ¥

Decemurr 17. Nothing particularly striking, except that the Duce
approved, and 1 therefore sent, a note to the French Ambassador
aflirming, with documentation, that the Mussolini-Laval agreement of
January 1935 is juridically, politically, and historically superseded. 1
gave the note a character of perfect serenity, and I concluded with
# veiled hint at the possibility of a resumption ol negotiations. We
must not, just yet, pull the cord too tight. Above all, we must not
present the French with an opportunity to blow Chamberlain's visit
sky high.

Mussolini has gone to Carbonia, the new coal-producing aréa in
Sardinia, He is very satisfied with the results of the struggle for autarky.
He said to me tosday that it was the foreigners who convinced us that
our country is so desperately poor that it is quite uscless to search in it
for resources. The same foreigners who persuaded us in the pait that
we were not a race, but an unwarlike conglomeration of men and

. women born to serve and delight the peoples of the north, A olasgic
example of this conception is to be found in the yeport sent o the,,

Directory by General Berthier afier he had held command in Ttaly,
¥

Drcrmorr 18, 1 set off for Hungary, At Trieste and Postumia the
gtowds  grected us with fervid  demonsirations amel  shouts  pf

1 The wnme ds illegible in the original diary, but the relbrence appeary to ba 1y
¥, vou Steautz, Conheellor st the Cerman Tmbasiy in Home,



nis, Corsica, Jibuti’. These are spontaneous demonstrations on
the part of the masses, who feel rising within them a profound
ranconr which accords with the traditions and the instincts of the

Ttalian people.

DECEMBER 19-20. My reception in Hungary, all the way from the
frontier to Budapest, was that reserved for a returning son, nat for a
foreigner to whom it is desired to pay respect, I was rather moved. It
was cold, very cold, but the people were in the streets just the same.
Numb with cold and red in the face under the lash of the icy wind,
they continued to shout and applaud.

In the Government too I found a new atmosphere. I spoke trankly
of what the new Magyar policy will have to be: open, steady, and
unequivocal adherence to the Axis. They all agree, though there is an
atmoiphere of open hostility towards Germany. They are afraid of
Germany, Csaky does not conceal his anxiety, nor does Imredy. This
explains the intransigence shown towards Szalasi’s Hungarist Party,
which is, nevertheless, gaining ground among the young. L assured the -
Hungarians that we will never permit Germany to act towards Hungary
as she acted over Austria. In the case of Austria there were very
dillerent reasons, which made the German policy logical and therefore

acceptable. This assurance of mine did much to calm the Hungariin

" leaders. 'They ended by arriving at a concrete policy on the following
basis: adherence to the Anti-Comintern Pact after Csaky’s visit 1o
Berlin; departure from Geneva in May, after provoking a crisis with
the League of Nations by presenting a hopelessly unacceptable memor-
andum about their minorities; rapprochement with Yugoslavia. For the
last-mentioned purpose they asked me if T would take the opportunity
of my next meeting with Stoyadinovich to lay the foundations of an
agreement, This is very satisfactory. Nothing must be done which
might take on an anti-German flavour, but from every point of view
it is good that a close bloc should be formed between Italy, Yugoslavia,
and lungary.

Towards Roumania Hungarian sentiment is very hostile. Csaky gave
me a hiot of this, but he was immmediately intervupted by Imredy, who
had foreseen my objections. ‘The Regent, however, spoke more openly
to me of ‘a possible attack on Roumania and added that the Duce had
indicated to him in Rome his approval of an action of this kind. T threw
cold water on the idea and gave the Regent to understand that such
a decision would require to be re-exarmined in the light of the subsequent
dm"""l ments of the situation.

Drexmenr 2. Uhe internal sitwation is not altogether clear, The
anti-Semitie lawsand those for agrarian reform will be launched shortly;
and the Government expects large vesults from them, We shall see.

DECEMBER 18, 1938 20 I ’
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ut there is no doubt that a new ferment is at work among the young,
and that the whole feudal structure of Hungary is beginning to be felt
as an intolerable burden by them. The Hungarist Party is spreading.
Round Szalasi there is growing up an atmosphere of martyrdom which
is useful to him. I myself do not believe in the Government’s accusation
that he wants to sell Hungary to Germany. Hubai, who is leader of the
Party while Szalasi is in prison, sent me a very warmly worded telegram.
In order not to be the author of a document which the Government
might view with disfavour, I made no direct reply, but I let him know
through Vinei how pleased I had been to receive the greetings of
the nationalist Magyar youth. Who knows what the future has in
store?

DrcEmMuyER 22. Return journey.

DecrmBER 23. I reported to the Duce, who was very pleased with
the results of the visit. We made a general survey plus programme and
settled a few points to be discussed when Charberlain is here. The
Duce also confirmed that it is now his intention to adhere to the
triangular pact of assistance, as proposed by Ribbentrop.

The attack in Catalonia has had notable success. Gambara's tele-
grams are enthusiastic and even Muti’s scanty dispatches confirm the
success. :

DrciMBER 24. I gave the German Chargé d’Affaires and the
Ambassador of Great Britain copies of the note addressed by me to
Vrangois-Poncet. Perth read pari of the note and expressed the opinion
that it was very temperate—the end seemed to him particularly good.
We talked about the pledge France had given us to support our action
for the conquest of Abyssinia. Perth said that Laval had sought him
out and told him that this pledge related only to economic guestions,
‘That is not true. I told Perth that the French were fully informed of
our plans for territorial conquest. T also recounted to him a conversas
tion I had with Flandin in Paris in May 1935, in which he gave me
some advice about the best method of starting the war. He suggeated
stirring up a revolt of the Ras against the Negus, which would have
given us a pretext to intervene, These statements of mine made a great
impression on Perth,

CGood news from Spain, The advance continues, in spite of the
counter-attacks of the Reds.

DeceEmMBER 25, Nothing new, More disturbing reports from Yuge-
slavia about the position of Stoyadinovich, But although the results of
the elections give cause o vefloct, 1 mysell am not alarmed for the
present Government. [ have great confidence in Stoyadinovich, He is
a pilot with a steady pulse and he has weathered much heavier storms
than this,
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"BecEMBER 26. France has sent a note in reply to ours. Itis a bland
contradiction of our statements and is naturally not without certain
‘ inaccuracies. I do not think it requires a counter-reply.

Goed news from Spain of the Italian units, which are making rapid.

progress towards their objectives. The Spaniards are not doing so well
~once more they show themselves to be slow and irresolute in the
offensive,

The Nuncio spoke to me about the position of Catholic Action and
launched out into a sharp personal attack on Starace, whom he
described as ‘a dangerous pagan’ and a disgraceful example of im-
morality in his private life as well. The Nuncio hinted at the possibility
of a visit from the Duce to the Pope on the occasion of the tenth
anniversary of the Concordat, but I replied that the idea did not seem
to me feasible. At most I might go to the Vatican mysell bearing a
message from the Duce. But even that will require consideration.

DroeMuER 27. Nothing new.

Draemuer 28, I have intervened in Spain with Franco, and have
also got the Germans to intervene, to make himn decide to move his
troops. There is a possibility of winning a decisive victory, but once
again the Spaniards look like letting it slip through their fingers,

Drcemprer 29, Nothing very important. Conversation with our
Naval Attaché in Japan, Commander Ghe, who described the enthu«

siasm of the laps for Ttaly and their resentrment against Germany. Ghe:
A7 4 By

15 a very good friend of Japan, but he says that we should not rely on
her tas much. After the conquest of China she will need capital and
she will need rest, and she won’t want to sacrifice hei own interests for
any fordign country,

Drecemprer go. Communicated to Lord Perth owr agrément for his
BUCOessOr.

Monelll, hack from Corsica, confirmed what I alveady knew, i.e. that
Clorsican irredentism does not exist and that the whole avty of Petru
I Rocea amounts to about ten persons. The other side, however, is not
exactly fervid cither—the directors of the Corsican newspapers which
are most violent against us told Monelli that, il we give them a little
tourist publicity, they will break off the wnti-Italian campaign.

Long conversation with Alberto Glannini,! who has come back from
a long sajourn abroad. I had not seen him since he emigrated, about
faurteen years ago. He has got fat and no longer has that rebellious
yivacity of mind which characterized him in the old days, He talked
about the world of dmigrés——a wretched little world, without hope or
will, split by personal animosities and compelled to move in the orbiy

L Alberto Gianning, u jourmalist:
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prescribed by the masters of the house, that is, the French Govern-
ment. A little world of moral and material misery destined to disappear
in the near future without leaving a trace behind.

DecempEr 31. The new Japanese Ambassador visited me to present
his credentials. For a career diplomat and a Japanese one at that, he is
pretty outspoken and energetic. He talked about the Tripartite Pact,
and immediately revealed himself as a partisan of the strengthening of
the system. He does not disguise, however, that there is still a strong
party in Japan in favour of a rapprochement with Great Britain and
Axnerica.

From Spain Gambara and Viola report a conversation with Franco,
in the course of which the Generalissimo seems to have been persuaded
to unite his efforts to ours in order to get more concrete results from the
offensive in Catalonia. We shall see what happens in the next few days
~-just now precious time has been wasted.

Bastianini painted a very sombre picture of the interual situation,
and he too fulminated against the usual culprit, Starace. There is some
truth in it—we are not living in a bed of roses. But Starace is not
wholly to blame and one must remember that Bastianini, at forty, is
already a discontented, soured old man, who can only talk of what

used to be done ‘in his day’.
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