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C IA N O ’S F O R E W O R D

fl r.ttcn on the page of the diary for August 22, iq j/

M y writer’s < anity makes me beg that, if  one day publicity is given 
to these notes, it will be remembered that they were thrown tin to the 
p a p a  by me, ir. bits and pieces, between an interview and a telephone 
call. T was obliged, though not against my will, to tvring the neck of 
literature, and confined m yself to brief memoranda of the events of 
which 1 was, l  / turn, actor, author or spectator. The interest will 
spring Irom the .acts, noi from the hurried reporting.

E D D A  C IA N O ’S F O R E W O R D  T O  T H E  

IT A L IA N  E D IT IO N

I he present \ dome o f the diaries of my husband is, like that already 
published, absolutely authentic and reproduced in i s entirety. Nothing 
has been omitted or altered. It was my wish that this should be done, 
in order that, once the whole truth had been told, for good and for 
evil, the notes left by my husband might help to reconstruct five of the 
must interesting years in the histor) o f Italy and of the world.

vi
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T h e already published portion ol Ciano’s D iary started on January i ,
IQ30, and ended with his final, and very pitiable, apologia wait ten in 
a cell in V erona Gaol on December 23, k )43> ^ her he was w tiling to 
be executed. H e, however, became Italian Foreign Minister m 1936; 
Thus, with the publication o f the present volume, c o v e r i n g  the period 
from Au" 11st 23, 1937, when he began die D iary, to December 31, 193b, 
the record is nearly complete. His Diplomatic Pape s, which have also 
been published in an English translation, are oftei referred to in the 
Diar>, and provide the official counterpart o f h.s ] ovate observations

end reflections. .
It will be noted that in this earlier portion of le D iary there are 

occasional missing entries (indicated in M i. Mt or’s noted whose 
disappear iiu e has never been explained, though n has ffi-en suggested 
that they were removed because they menmina cd living persons. 
Professor Salveniini ami others have argued with san e plausibility that 
the .ext may here and there have been tampered with, but bat., tins 
proposition on conjecture rather than evidence. ! he original m am . 
script o f. he Diary Is extant, written in C a n o s  unmistakable hand; and 
. , 1 , j .livin': ;m o Id Mend ol liUrarv11n: s t v l r 1 c h u « u h >u* '•*} 111 . . . .  , ,

and journalistic mannerisms, o fb en aliiy  and hve.mess, which wo ild 
lie difficult .0 reproduce. No one has seriously qui stumii u . ' a ne <i. 
an outstanding hbiorical doeumcm ol our time.

Its vriv  survival was remarkable enough. Ciano .who, as readers 
«,f the lh 'an ' soon come (o realize, remained in some respec ts cxccei 

h naUel hoped to me it as a bargaining count.- to save Ins own skin 
,,' the line! del T ie . G ocbbds indicates (hat r illcrs were earned 

th,  ,int of supplies o f Spanish currency Icin g i onsidcrrd. In 
c{  i lVuur then was the . ircumstance, also re narked on by Goeb- 
beis'w ith some acerbity, that Mussolini was n lu ctau t to have hi<

| ,w liquidated, despite Ins treachery a die iamoi meeting ol 
.Y,. p HSl; t Grand Com cil at which Mussolini you deposed. iiy this 
In  .be Due- (who had given up wearing unilorm, and reverted to 
,1 . i i • bowl, hat which he favoured be I ore the M an h on Rome;

J< " i." ... U fo in r  sick even ol vengeance. All the fire had p..nr-
•  like Ma beth in a not altogether dissimilar caaa, lie had 
I ; • „fth .-sun . Anotffir fa. tor whirl, may have played 

’r. a' V |on, was that Edda < iaiio, accordion I. an
P‘" 1 ‘ p (Jcteliltels’s, was in a position ui blackmail her

i .m tm  n it a have thought thin the l)u .e s  vulnerability
I u h e ,  i h o u i ' b  . ue  w o u l d  n a . i  11 11 .
to blaekn nil was so enormous as to make him mumme.

vii

' G°t&X



(f( mm (fix
V>i\ S-j?  y * V  C I A N o ’ s  D I A R Y  L 1 1  J

— 'i.^y ,
V\hat purpoits to be an authentic account o f Ciano’s curious trans­

actions with the Sicherheitsdiemt regarding his D iary is given in 
P>n. Geheime Front, published in Vienna in 1950. The relevant extracts 
appeared in the September 10, 1950. issue of L ’ Illustration: Itaiuina. 
According to the author of this work (who uses the pseudonym Walter 
Hagen), a written contract was drawn up between Ciano and Kalten- 
1 in inner whereby, in return for being released from prison, Ciano was 
to hand over his Diary. T o  give the Germans an idea of the value 
oi what they were getting, he arranged for the first section to be fetched 
tr an Rome, where he had hidden the whole. A  female secretary o f the 
'■ i.D. Officer with whom the negotiations were conducted acted as 
intermediary. She went to Rom e on f i a. no’s behalf, and duly returned 
with the portion ol die Diary published in this volume, which somehow 

raped when, on filler’s orders, the archives of the Reichs.sichcrheits- 
Hauptainpl wer e cstroyed <.t the end o f April, 1 < 115 According to 
;il,‘ *he. ai l nun! c first part o f lie Dii.ty ".as lelt behind hv IdIda 
Ciano in a farm  1 clinic when she fled in dis, ,u •;<: to Switzerland, taking 
die 1 at ef die manuscript Diary with her, in 1944. It was then handed 
over t > the < v;mj a hv the clinic doctor under threat of death, but 
subsequently recoven d md puhli.s . -d in Italy in 194.8, There 1 an be 
n" po.-ilile doubt that it is genuine--the beginning • f die fascinating 
.I'unn Inch Ci.mo recorded all his thoughts and iinpr< sions ol
[)»•« )]>!.- md events during hi ’ ears of oilier, and from which he w o ild 
ore annually read 1 tr. is 1 > the Duce and his more eminent visitors.
‘ )ne of these was Mr. Sumner Welles, who has described in Thf 
I >n fnr Dertfton how Ciano, in the course of a conversation on 

l el.ru 11 y vo, P ii 1. t< 10k out of .. :,ate he, famous ted Diary in \vh" li In 
1 er nrded in Ins own handwriting his daily activities’.

111 any ea- e, we u ay be grateful 1 hat a<* ident, c m iosity ani l eupicht j 
should ll i : hav e e. lspiiej 10 en tin. the preservai ion "1 the Djai y m 
i,k mirett It I-an ucompara 'edocumeiu whieh provides ,1 c'rt nlt d 
and v ivid pi 1 ure of .talian f  aii i an in its last pha.se*, and < onveys m a 
quite unique way the Miniate. < I 1 hese curious I imes, a . ev il as ill v. Pole 
r.hnrat lei ol l ! e f  an i>,t legmi' lie- sir t. ;c mixture of liombas! lie ,
‘ VUK 'Min o(l lie ei'ity wind 1'urni'de'l ii rnvniqi"', the l».. ie 
p' 1.villainies and lurid tmoi.phrre it ei nam ed \hovc ill, ’.lucre 
" Uiei get* m hi., tine line.tuiei Is the fd  minus being round whom the 
regime revol ■ ed - Mussolini, who, until 1'gin U tin end Ci.t mi l  1 pi ,
"  Vi .'-d, v 'lose in on er jinrl ' • ' ■ appeal 11' 1 he api I, md c.liosi 
words lie lit a h fully echoed howc 1 ineoji'mejurni i.d or 1 >1 < pi i.ncrviis 
1 hi y mild' I a*.

h en  1 Di. i .>;<• n ' ........ w a s  at th e  i e g m n i n g  ' 1 b i t  <’ a-

l i t '  an i otit 1 i t  1 h<‘ re- pon 'dalifict. and eminent r which hi idilc-n 
ti.'imlafion li.mi relative olaeuritv entailed wct< still fresh; tin
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essential pattern of’ Italian foreign policy, whose ultimate consequences 
were to be, for him  personally und for Italy, so catastrophic, was 
already set, but there still remained room for manoeuvre. No irrevoc­
able decisions had been taken. Jf relations with Berlin were growing 
ever closer, London continued to presen1 a possible line of retreat. 1 he 
Spanish Civil W ar seemed as far as ever from being ended in fra n co  s 
favour; the conquest o f A lbania was no more than a remote, though 
increasingly attractive, project; Austria continued to enjoy a precarious 
independence, and Ribbentrop had not yet become a frequent and 
abhorred visitor. R acial laws, the introduction of it so sc-step or 
passo Rom ano, and other unsuitable enterprises wl -reby Mussolini 
tried to give the Italian temperament a Nordic flavot , were still only 
under consideration.

As the D iary proceeds, we see the Gadarene ish appreciably 
accelerated. Ciuno himself, in the preparation of thi: catastrophe, was 
no more than an instrument. I f  lie was not wholly levoid ol under- 
r,t Hiding, he I n ked the qualities o f character which would have enabled 
him to use u to advantage. He was hustled along by events v. Inch he 
ct ild neither shape nor understand Though lrom time to thru In 
adopts, in the circumstances, an inlmiteh absurd high moral ton he 
w i . in fact wholly devoid of m orality in his jud . . luciils, .r for tli.n 
uuuter b( h.iviom. Like most ol those who havi 1 cii washed up into 

iiiincnce since the Century of the Common M m  began its dreadful 
<m use, lie proves on closer examination to have bem , run ■< much 
mipiinciplcd, as unaware that principles ever have played, >r • uuid 
play, any part in human aflhiis. He records, fin in- nine, v illi  grave 
ippn i.iliun Mu-,! ohm's remark about tin Joeneli s 11! • i-iin. ■ from 11 it 

,,,, it ,|  clio.ise. of lying, but fails to relate it to the bland iclerciu.cs i > 
hi‘. own a« ' me 1 lies ill « liieh the Di IV a hr itiiuls. In the one
wa',, Harry Hopkins (in Me American context, ft c< up. table ligate)
, in’,l „0 ih i,,i. in. ompatil.U between a passional- hehef in demo- 
. institution' and practices and an equally paw onnU- adm iration 

for tie Soviet r g ;me in vh>. h tin y < - re notalil lacking.
i |s Chesterton once rmoatked that, i-u ii .  y to the popuhu 

„i , Kjsiuon, lien me sea- t . believe in God they do no I thoi believe 
m nothin) ,’ but in an thing. In the .one wav, when men e.

v* mi ii ■ ■ conduct l.v pim aples, however d rived they do not tl,.-.,
I i c  rational, ' it less As with Mussolini and ( Amo, fl. re
.......... . whatsoever to b( observed in their bihavm ur and inch-
: tp no rr.usistency disei-niibl. .n all from day to day, or even
from o', „nem |o moment Indeed, it is interesting to note that Musso- 
•h- , O n „ being as was commonly believed r olute and deceive, 
i. ,ei! in m o m e n t nab" ol He-1 mepuxe H e , adc up Ins imt.d

it), , IiH.. a l l y ,  and • hatiu< d hrquefttly. No mat unit, ol ludgem an
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ripening of ntellectual powers is discernible in him. The only 
change was in bis temper— a rag.- boiling up in him and directed 
equally against associates and opponents; Victor Emmanuel and 
Hitler and Mr. Ldcn and General Franco alike its targets. He was 
enraged by Hitler’s strength and Neville Chamberlain’s feebleness and 
Roosevelt’s banalities. He was enraged by everything and everyone, 
and, being so, tended to revert to his original anarchism, lunging out 
wildly in the d a y s; I his glory at the bourgeoisie, the King, the Vatican, 
with the same ferocity as in his seedy revolutionary days. His pursuit 
of power, the on y consistent purpose in his life, as so often happens, 
led him hack to vhere he began.

All this Gianc reveals without being fully aware of the extent of the 
revelation. I,ike llo.well, he is an incomparable chronicler because 
largely a fool. fis inordinate vanity (again like Boswell) give, liis 
()ia> a piquanc -, and even a kind of verisimilitude, which it would 
otherwise lack. His very deceptions are so preposterous that they 
defeat their object and disclose the truth they are intended to obscure. 
Blake says that the foul who persists in his folly becomes wise. Ciano 
certainly persisted in his folly, and to that extent may be credited with 
wisdom. A  word of caution should, however, be added against 
accepting his testimony ; t in  face value. In every encounter, Ci mo 
•; w himself a holding the a  ntre of the stage. All h i . -ivgninrnts, in his 
nv. i estimation, were unanswerable; lie was invai iably dominant. This 
was, in fact, far from being alw.<v the case. I f  Lord Perth, and lib 
snee ssor as Briiah \inbus;ador in Rome, Sir Pei ; 1,online, hail 
given their accounts of their trnusaciioiis with Ciano, they would 
(nubile s differ materially from Ciano's Kv n in the privacy of his 
I Guv lie could n vt allurd lo -ice . hers tlu* credit for standing up to 
him (in reality, no verv difficult I ib nor lor puriettiring bis n 
esiia edible solf-i vein. bcH-drumuusts like Ciano an  always in the 
riclii Jii to be t’ l.il 111 < • v indulge, in s> If-dramaiisai ion.

I'lii in i porli n ol tin Diary is ol p.tilii nl.it ininest i • • 1, 111»I • n I * 
readers 'I only f ier ,u r,i ■ • <n 1 * >1 tie - 1 tin I pi roei u pat ions I lire nr, bom i 
Anglo-Unli ui relations, it is cas now in ridicule the dibits iiiadi .y 
the li.qilcs'- < Hutinbcrkiin <iovernmenl to bring about a i Appioehcmi nt 
•ah Ip . isi Italy I III policy, , suib. vas sound rmu p • 1 * 1,1 p < ul 

I In; ronuolii bit ioti ol’ i lie A > i s b *icf I ing to prisuadr Mussolini to d- Id 
b.uk from fm. ilk, (I'unuitiii ■ liirosell u, a f ierman alh nice, b v as the 
■ ueans adi 'pu-i I r a! I i',r i bail l In end which they \ < i f  dim <ed which 
were at fault. I.ike isII pi>wei adilii is, .Mussolini wa . impie i d only by 
,i i . up ib lv,< i ' I f  11 at ci .ui di.i don -in im d lo him a rnamlestrifio i 
of we uk i,i :s, iui to >nly m i \ ell to eunfii m. in In eves, I lie m Ivanlngi i 
ol pi rsisiing m an I ignmeut widi Hitler lor agiu i .ivive ends taanos 
It ary show lliis melilie holy |• oi.esa at work Wind 1 •'mdoit inn nd <•
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____ i sedative invariably acted as a stimulant; each rew dcse further
inflamed the complaint it was intended to cure.

Y et, looking back now, and in possession o f all, or U any rate most 
of, the facts, it is tragically clear that a different treatment could have 
produced different results. Mussolini, and still more Ciano, had 
moments o f grave doubt and indecision about thur Axis policy, 
especially after the N azi conquest ol Austria about which, to their 
great chagiin, they were not even given advance information. By an 
unhappy fatality, however, a renewed effort o f appeasement invariably 
cam e from London just when a show of strength ami resolution was 
most required. They were pushed into Hitler s arms W  the very cager- 
nc » ,.l Cham berlain to embrace them on any terms. In the unlikely 
event of sonu functionary in the Kremlin having kept a journal during 
the post-w ar years, it would be surprising d «t did m t likewise record 
a comparable streng.he.ung of aggress, ve tendencies by the '-ell-nnant 
efforts. .f those who sought, thr ,ugh com ,ha«or> gr.st „r,s, toabaie them.
‘The fundamental ideas in our Note Cumo wrote on October i.p 
t (*37, ‘have been accepted in London and Pan . 1 > surpnsed Alter
the threats o f the last few days .his withe r; wal is enough to make one 
speculate about the decline o f the French and hmsl, People-.. It 
, ,t ,he obilui.i.' ,  but the feebleness, of the Br.lish am Iren e ,  .oyeru 
........ which dr<!ve Mussolini on, against h* hotter
in his lu  iiivirb wtbl> with H itl., I f  they had g,yen w a v  hys he would
11,1 vo hesitated longer, and perhaps at last * iw t , a et a, . •
com so which was m many ways personally d.-stastd. to hun.^m- yl 
whose pi .silily ruinou consequences he was wd aw tc. u u evi n
,  toeek tragedy, every..,m w ell-m nnuoned; t.l ,ll-,utem,oncd

,,kt , ,tw-i,uish. or in -on musly ini-.isier* d low. ds prodm n g d -  
ol September;.!, .<)')>>, «*H that flow .1 Iron, .1 ... r - . e .

nfiudividuaU m l collective desoliilioii. .. . . ,
' e m  ,rh o( rw-nls in our time has bee. so last . nd so lunous that 

11 ‘, j  ..ake ol a speed boat, gels obli.cr, ted alnr.it before
Yesterday, seems infinitely remote- more »'• than a 

“  ' ' '  ,;,ld jio.itt* liL; M 1 -adim, Iv.„. rno.t ol u v.-m. mbr,
dieadv'a • fabulous .s fam bui lame. In the horror and

1,1 11,1 ‘ , • .'o.-in h.i lit \ ofliis Ide terub to be. o-crlnok.-d

S  ' ! : " . ..............
A l V . r ia t i. )  let'-i-d s, 'h-rhed I . . .  d l m n  II. I-..sets. l . r .g n .
t h.mil.crlaiti, •« . like Bo u trd Shaw and Rabindranath I agon ,

* V ,,;,n(n i t h e ‘lm e unlovely si......  It ......I I, I- -•
• h - vv" ' " )J| ' 1 to pi. pare aw anthology ol ill.- van .us

navi i>-iul to 1 lit ty ra n ts  ul ■■ . , . , , . . . . . .  .n
, , .......... .........  ........ ■■■
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vast and ludicrous com pany who have at different times seen a new 
dawn breaking in the Soviet prison-house. Some o f these last, incident­
al;;... having grown disillusic ned with M oscow, are now at the same 
game in Belgrade.

In such circumstances, a docum ent like C ian o ’s D iary is particularly 
valuable. For those who have eyes to see, its lesson is as unmistakable 
as its matter and manner (excellently conveyed in M r. M ayor’s careful 
and sensitive translation) are enthralling. Better than any laboured 

giuncnt or statement of principles, it demonstrates the ultimate, 
fallacy < >1 power -that those who pursue it as an end in itself < m o o t but 
become divorce*' from reality, and, in becom ing so, encompass their 
own ruin. Tf C iin o  himself, despite his high office, had only a minor 
part irt t lv  working out of this immense tragedy, he was w ell situated 
to obs'-r.'C its coarse, and gifted w ith o suflu iency ol literary talent, and 
even humour, to lease behind him one o f those rare source boo out 
ol which history s woven.

M A L C O L M  M U G G L R ID G F .
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I T A L Y  J O I N S  T H E  A N T I - C O M I N T E R N  P A C T

Attacks on shipping in the Mediterranean— Santander captured by 
Italian and Spanish Nationalist troops— Arrangements lor Mussolini’s 
visit to Germany— Schemes for Albania— More piracy and more 
protests— Invitation to Nyon— British attitude to the recognition 
of the Italian Empire— The Mediterranean patrol— Revolts in 
\byssiui.t Mussolini and Ciano in Germany (September 24-y)—
A new commander in Spain— Grandi and the Non-Intervention 
Committee— Perth on Anglo-Italian agreement—Ribbcntrop in 
Rome October 22-4!— Eden sujetesls a meeting with Ciano—Hess 
in Rome I he Anti-Comintern Pact signed 1, November (>' Italy 
sabotage's the Brussels Conference—China and Italian mediation- 
Prc war with France— Italy recognizes Manchukuo -Plans ibr 
naval construction— Stoyadinovichin Italy (December 5-101 Italy
le'avcs the* League of Nations (December 11) Standstill in Spain- 
Eady Chamberlain— Plans for Spain reconsideied.

A o o i 's  1 23. From to-day 1 mean to resume a regular iiaty.
The Dm e .-..lid to me that democracy' has the same effect on I lie 

Slavs as alcohol has oti negroes-- complete disintei ration. lie also 
talked alum the inxcs tu |m exceptional n ;,imes following strong 
resolution u y ruovements.

In 1.1m1 made a friendly irinanlie about the torj do atta< ks* u the 
Mctltlt i j .uk an I replied q tit.- biazenly. He 'n t  aw tty aim. . 1 
satisfied

The Chinese v.ant aeroplanes lor Shanghai. 1 vi ually replied No', 
i n tmiitled 1 hr An bus alor I tlicit attitude durin : im lions and also 
| ,ter. After (hat they can’t expect our sympathy.

A ; e n s t  2<j. I t< ok Suvich* to sec the Duie. His report on his 
,pission to Washington was commonplace anil verbose--verbosity is
oil, 11 :• Venetian < liarai teristie.

1 •),i ii ' talked to me alionl canon , me lton then til" ml Ills 1U1, i, 
coming visit to Germany. J ;.;ave him instructs for the Dm e's visit.
(>,, the interi. tl situation nothing new

1 I ,I- ,,,! M-mriet I'llgiam. < Viunsellor a. the British has v in Rome, i,r , , . 
Charge d'Albiiri in tl.o air   of the Ambassador. ,

., [ „ 11,,. 1.,,-vn..■  11, m niida thi re li;>'' I ern an null . , ibinaitni anil an1 .ili.u 1 .
K,4,o’>li, 11 anil o' it - I . iniluJing tli Brim.li a,-.in, hip /j..,

- |, 1,Ivin Suvirh Italian Ambusijudni 1.1 Winliiiigton
‘ ini-., iii (1 In ji, ( 'lii'-i t»l '■

3
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X̂ L  ̂ / 1 received M edici1 to talk about his row with Balbo" and Colonna.3
1 advised absolute cairn. Even if he is right, he mustn t annoy the C h ie i!

Decided to send the Monlecuccoli1 to China.
Good news from Spain. The offensive continues victoriously. Tele­

graphed to eul o ff Santander’s water supply in order to hasten the 
surrender, v hirh. is now very near— possibly to-morrow.

Staracc® telephoned me, furious with Badoglio0 for some rrrn.ni'' 
he made to the Federate of A sti.7 Some remarks criticizing the Spanish 
enterprise and personally hostile towards me and Russo.®

A u g u s t  25. Santander fell to-day before the blows oi out Legions.
I gave the Duee the news at the airport, while we were waiting lor the 
airmen on the Damascus-Paris race. He was pleased. He said he was 
expecting good news from me to-day. It is a great victory we have won.
1 believe there will be more than 50,000 prisoners. M y mind goes hack 
to t1 ic Guadalajara days. People were getting frightened. W e talked 
to Rii.-:o about the situation and nearly made each other’s hair turn 

' white. But we had faith.
I have persuaded the Duee to give bo millions to Albania over the 

nest four years, for works < 1 various kinds. M y visit to Tirana con­
vinced me of the necessity for taking good cate of this sec1 or of the Pont.
We- must create stable centres of Italian influence there. Who knows

a t the future may have in stoic? W e must he ready to seize the 
opportunities which will preo nt themselves. We are not going to with­
draw th:s time, as we did in 1920. In the south wc have absoibed

. 1 :  I hundred thousand Albanians." W hy shouldn’ t the same thing 
happen on tht ot cr Mile of the entrance to the Adridic?

At the sea T 1 ad a chapter about the Peace ", Amiens. Very 
in ro 'ing', on the ;vr of my nig. liations -vit 1 • (treat Britain. It mail* 
mi think of man) malogies.

A on st •.<> 1. T e victory of .Santander has assumed inajoi ptopot 
.... ,rv. It i« not tl.e beginning of the end -th e end ;s still a Ion/ way

.Mu t.rsc G ia ro n o  Meilf . d c  W r e l l n ,  l ndcr-Setrrury ol State under 
ro-sulru. of  the Council .Vltt oliuiy. , , ,

• Air 1.1 Mh.it Italo Itnll.o, G..vmmr-< .■ ■ m ml af 1-il vu. < ol lhr quiidomr. n.i • t
ill. t on Kill, a ,,1 ail  .1.- over Toltruk i.» luue 1 I'-

l A ., am. Colo, ua. a mfiio -  o) ihr listin|<in:,hed Human lamiiv. t. .
Arnltstiuiiulnr in W.i.-thii n, i<i

• M' tiht uanli, an Jut crm&ii. .
■ 1 , Ut..... .1 -(Jciir-I I . I,ill. Sliu.u'i Sc. icturv-C* nr.al >1 il*.- _ l-M-.t ta- • » • .

, l)«u. ( .liirf o f  Stall tmist Militia, o i l s  Shot with M u s l i m  t" April r y , ,
• ' U1H..1I f.< til Bad io, Duke of Aclil.- l-.al.a, ronqunnr •' ' h y o ' " ’- j  1,1

, I s, .„! . Ur, in 1 ,r)+... I'll,.,. Mini:.r n . i t . .  tall a  Ml. -Ion. Iron,
1111v t o i , i ,  June 104.1. , , t ,

\ i , , | i'cil. I al S,-, mi-. Ill '!• I 1 i'l r . ir iv  (•', il.r , , 1 0 " ' c ol •'
" l.iiiui Ho»„, ( lurl 1 it. il ol ihr t  o, it,t Miiion. .
• \ll .Vuiiiin. ' v m n l  .. IUI I , . h o i ,  :. I S k i . . . .  lur,-n n u m t . n '  " ,  d i e  I d l . x l . t l .

. coliir) uri'l 10 on
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'<:$ L ^ y _ but it is a heavy blow to the Reds in Spain. I have given orders 
for the aircraft at Palm a to bomb Valencia to-night. 11ns is the 
moment to ten >rize the enemy. T he Duce said t0 nljl *  p  ' ?  
make the defeatists o f G uadalajara pay— an allusion to Balho. ut he
will forgive him or, as usual, d o  nothing about it.

Russo has sent me a fine letter in the name of the Mthtta showing 
gratitude for m y work and my support in bad times. I wrote a reply

with my own hand. - with B istico.’ Received Federzoni,-*
H ad an exchange o f telegrams with o.isuto. . ’

back from Am erica His account of his visit was full d personalities 

and boring.
A u g u s t  27. Telegraphed Bastico to secure for us tact' -Uy. Bags 

and runs captured Horn the Basques. I cavyth e  F ro  them nvuhdrs 
and the ( .ermans their M ilitary Museum. A  flag from the enemy

iS C L T ir / S C 'S ... . -b.
,  a,,., .he h .  . . .

A m b ^ d c r ' .  b ^ « .  ... ..... . ..

dicre w ill be the usual spccu! U) Ch na and that we
I promised Hotta* that we will not supply

wnll support the Japanese in 1 heir icquesU  j u tc-s visit to
, ;im mally .„ak,ng : e T have

n .-m iu iv  To-day 1 appmwil h< J|n ^  S(.,M:iti.(lli.#
ci.trusted .. c clmu . 0. t it sin < > ‘ ‘ ’ m0J, Prussian than
Puy attention to the umfoims. Wc must app

the 1 Ho m
, ..g Filippo7 is back from Bled, when he tided Stoyadt- 

10f, , e plu.toe rapid- proof .>!’ the Franco-Cz. eh c„u j„ra . V agmnst
lh  will .0 ivc at (he Little F.ntcnte meeting pupfr 1 •

M y  t * C t k s  f i .ivc  • < ' u i ' ‘i ,  ■ •  1 m w  C u p i p i  01 his r e t u r n  f r o m

H e asked me for a command In Spain,

W l , , ‘ ’ ’  “ n n , ' l l l * l r 1 '  , ^ C ( ,n i„ . a l„! , . in -C h ic f  ol the Unban « » P »  "> «!*•“ "
* 1 ■ 11 V“  ' ... ; jent vf  the Senate. A journalist. , , , .
’  l.uifl I ' V1lbal id«>v in K mi 33 9- ’* '  ̂ i’ ' U‘!I
W r l  D ruim a.... I. n* ‘ 51 lh , ,  ,ry  Get m l to l l ir  l . r ttgl...... .

win*.- tUaih in .' i '1 alluded to »»
rValti.i lyni-.Vt- \mb»s.iaJor in Rome.

« M . .. Aki II..M ■ JHP» „  „  j ,
- L Ailin'  ..  ..........‘.Xonviai-y '■ > Mussolini.
* <>■  itid. s i..cm:.!"■ "> < 7

I ilippo Anfimo, M i d.: •; 1 nd Ford > • tiniiU r |uno lygj
f Milan Siovp luH'Viui,

lri.„ rnin ,,,-ar RUriini.* Hit* !<>.•• '>it «rn » Iri •' > 1'
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C onde1 complained about the obstructionism ol the Navy over the 
delivery of the. two destroyers and two submarines. I put an end to 
the legalistic resistance o f our sailors by blowing up Cavagnari2 on the 
telephone. The Duce approved. This Spanish enterprise is constantly 
opposed by a policy of passive resistance on the part of the Navy. The 
Aii Force is magnificent. The Arm y does its job . 1 he M ilitia is 
enthusiastic, but, fundamentally, the D ucc and I have the sole respon­
sibility— I should say, the sole merit O ne day people will realize what 
they owe to us

A u g u s t  29 Sunday in Rom e. R ain— alone in the hotel read a 
book. I had t.ie feeling (enhanced by this hotel life) o f having gone 
back ten years. A bachelor Sunday— not a thing I ieel any nostalgia for.

A u g u s t  30. o a ’s3 birthday. I telephoned good wishes. May 
God long presc

Decided, in j  > send 5,000 men to Spain— we can’t main­
tain the form ready have there without them. I fear
reactions in E tie violent. There is also a serious risk ol
wrecking the 1 ■ otiations with London.

Rosso4 told ie this morning that the Russians want to disentangle 
themseh cs liot 1 Spain because o f the Chinese situation, aud that they 
v U reduce tlu<r aid to a minimum. It would i.elp a lot, il hey did.

I sent for Ku.so tnd Pai lani1' to talk about the mobilization and the 
training o f the volunteers."

Received Revel' about the Albanian question. He authorized the 
expenditure tor the building of the Legation. Lvrn the way in which 
v e  arc represent'd in Tirana must emphasize our predominance 
Something m t’ style . ■ the British Hi h Com m issions in Egypt in 
the ok! days.

I saw Stein/ just ofi to Geneva. I continued out points ol view and 
gave him a failt smile. O n the eve ol a possible recognition ol the 
Empire we mutt nurse Russia’s hopes of weakening the Axis. Aln.i- 
w arils, the Duel’s visit will > oinplc civ destroy the illusion.

A u o u s r  ■; 1. 1 am glad the Duce is back in Rome. I k  is, at this 
moment, more dan ever necessary.

1 I . " l " i  (,.iri id 1 mule, . , |>:t 11 i>,l 1 Null...... 1 !■ An.l ia  sailor in k m n  .
-A d m ir a l  t •mn-,in. <'avagnan Ui. I r-Serr,.tdry lor dir Vivy dn •'•misii-i i

Musi.''lint i and Niue I Chief  of  Staff. , ,• ...
" Admiral (anlimii  ( :im,.i, is.  iiili in ui dir Uhanihn nl ts  , nn • r , r  ‘
u M VYlil amt an 11; ly I im i i . Created ( i. ra i *>i ( Ve trll:i/ro in ''1 -a ■ 11 11 t'a 1 •

1 Xiunnilo K i«i* i. luliai Ambassador in Moscow
i d AH h i  to ni.nii.  I i id r i -Sc . i l  la i y lor W ar  die Mimairr Mus.in.ie 

mill \rinv < liirl o l 'S  T
•' I lie .mu., .it On limn arm y tielnii'v. "> s l "  wl' " : •" ' “  1 0 ^ ’ ,UM '

I .unit (( .'irp nl't unit r r '1 (odpsl.
■ 'I OUIII 11 ink. Ilia di Jticrl M minn nlTim nur.
* lions Sirin, Sovirl vnibtusador ill 1- ailu:.
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The naval blockade is producing striking results: four Russian or 
j Red steamers sunk, one Greek captured, one Spanish shelled and

■ obliged to take refuge in a French port.
Lunch at the sea with Revel. The Prince1 teas ther^ and had asked 

for me to be present. V ery polite, as he has been for some time, but 
a feeble, disconnected, boring conversation.

M edici told me that he spoke to him frankly this morning on the 
subject o f B ilbo  and opened his eyes to our Ferrartse friend s very 
dubious loyalty to the monarchy. He praised my loyalty by contrast, 
he says, and the Prince nodded assent.

Apropos o! Balbo, Bastianini" told me about a conversation lie had

P with him in Tripoli, Briefly, Balbo made a profesdon o f love and 
loyalty towards inc, speaking in the name of his trier ds as well as his 
own. ' Timeo Danans. What is behind these declara ions? Oaths of 
loyalty are made to the Chief— when tfies are made b tween comrades 
tfiev smack o f conspiracy. And that I violently rrpu ate.

Visit lrom R icci,•* who is, deservedly, nearing tin end o f his days 
with thi Bahlla. The Ducc told me so, when he cai c back from the 
mancruvres. Visit from Bottai.4 to make contact.

M agishoti5 ‘ tve me thedeim itivcprogram m e foi t e IJucc s visit to 
Germany. A  solemn event. Ml is well, and the natt of the pres*
communique is excellent. .

To-night I go to Viareggio by train. To-morrow isl>eda\s° birthday 
and t see the i hildren and >n\ parents.

.Sf.PTVMHI'K 1. \ i.a'CgiMO. P< itc a M uliuiO. 'd w e ll.

Si.PTEMBi'K 2. The Dune has approve! the pogramm. li>i his 
v ;.,jt in Gerniany and has given me, lot translatin', the text o f the 
speech lie is to make in Beilin. It is excellent.

The navy is very active- three tbrpedqings &h* ®ne prize. But 
international opinion is getting worked up. Parti, larly in England,

i , .a.,.., , Pisa-c .1 Pit-dim ni. Exercised the royil or-toativr; on I "-half „f j,,*
, , , ,  . . ail Ma/ rc,4ti, whci. ii {.*•'- •rnl.dica.r.andhrb.-Ln,,,,. Ri„R.

‘ . - * * - * | L |y,f. mMm . plchisritr m hicli rt- i It - in a vot'*r.nnst ihr monurthy
• Bas/ianirti, UnJerJJeewWj <* the Foreign Mi*try. An ; ,  , u  „

l ' ': t wV -aoHVi,IV' U m l e r - S m c  a ,  of Education and U n  s - I"' IbUlla, the l as.ist 

I t;! November W T  1 ' a d r .  „ (  th< Rcpni ran l-awist Militia

in B *  Win*
" ‘ S'-aor Ma >•• . eldest child C.iiiiio' amily vvus •-.i.iyim- ■>

1 ‘ j  ( ll(y.|: . mill s nun 11 L i > 1 "in i- p.ii.-w • m .si in . i l , 

a. R an. A l l v  w  .ned »f«C hi', foil.. - • dc.'d I W a  t  ^ “ " ‘i
originally ram- from L-ghorn and still possessed importantmi.  i , then.
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as a result o f the attack on the destroyer Flavock, 1 fortunately not hit.
It was the hide. The row hap already started.

The Duce pr tends to have a bone to pick with Egypt. about her 
armaments. W1 cu I proved to him that they only exist on paper, he 
replied that he meant to provide himself with a subject o f dispute for 
the right moment. ‘Egypt will serve my purpose. W e must begin now 
to say that it. is Egypt who Is troubling the waters."

Arrighi, Doriut’s- confidential agent, is asking for the .subsidy to bo 
continued and wants arms. He foresees a winter of conflict. He con- 
sii.iers La llocque3 a traitor in the service of the Front Populairc 

Received von Hassel4--unplcasant and treacherous.
1 have ordered B u li1, and Pietromarchi8 to prepare a plan of action 

foi Geneva. I am not very confident, but we. must lea\c nothing un- 
Iri • 1. If the Eupirc is not recognized now, the question will drag on 
um,l next autui n. A  serious complication.

S k m 'v m b e r  Full orchestra— France, Russia, Britain. Tin-theme
—piracy in the * editerrancau. Guilty— the Fascists. The Duce.is vei y 

calm. He looks i if- direr >n of London and he doesn’t believe the 
English v  mt a collision won us. He gave me the reasons for this 
conviction. Nap Jeon, before setting out lor Russia, had a study made 
ot il e. mrtcoroloiical phenomena o f the prev ous twenty-five year.' in 
ord( r to find out when the si. avs begin. He was unlucky: that year the 
,nnv came a mcnth early. Mussolini, before beginning his Abyssinian 
enterprise, „lud-d the composition, bv age-gr> up;, t r the Emrlidi 
people. I le fount that for a a million men there are 24 million women, 
mil that tin re ' e 12 million citizens oxer the age of fifty, the age limit 

I'm* l.mliic'. lenre n predominance of the static elements over die 
dynamic elemerg of y outh. Hence a quiei life, compromise, petu.t .

I ic • old me a cry pietty story: Baldwin was so absorbed in re luutg 
... di tedive story*, hat lor a whole Sunday abet noon lie did not opt n the 
cm eli >i ■ e e> ntaii m; the iris, tint ions about the Hoarc-Lnval plan. I he 
del.1. cm lip to sot tin to the . Dim m er:, m Frarn .owl " in . I, 
the plan.

Co m u n i to ti per-amt, we are keeping calm mid we haw  a pi; 11 
ready lot any rxnatality. But this storm will pax* like the others. 1

1 l hr I in H - ' 1 1 Jin' ’ •/, as it Hut fr, '  1.11 lit • M litn • .ill* i* '-•••'1 ' 11,1
. j»!• !»"' a t  1 'il It nulled tiul-fitiii iia whit h w a s  in .net tl 1 1;»1 • an ibuutnnc
/rM

i t. tut D'-iidt. -nlrr <•.('(hr lot li ariaii I ■ 'i i do b /• .am*
# Mohmcl Man unit c hv M qut\ leader of the* extreme '^ht-Hi'. .  (.mix <r beu 

liiovfnid it .
it it h von f I h  fj in hi \aihfiR*.ati" m h ■ • , * rj • Mxt t 'iUul Im compli.

. tv • 11 i hr Htteinp1 "i ' (11 t  t lifi* on July 20. idj |
M .'no iltn t. 1 >irccl' »r.. r-.i •»»' ?i - | nn,p( m  .» i 1 V " d m  •' .'i" 11 ! h pat nt t <

tlx I t>t. iyn Ministry.
t nun * .lira I' iroi t -In itr.ftd of ih fSpiuri' Oi* '• m llf<* 1 < ' r .vlimsti x

',G<5 i X  -- ......... —  ____



Ilf #  )i (ct
• \  /■ / S E P T E M B E R  3 ,  1 9 3 7  9  ^ ^ 1  .

\ \ \ ^ ,/ , | •] 1 , ' 1 . Ik.
received authorization for the reinforcements to be .ent to Spain 

after the decision in Geneva about the recognition o the Empire.
Either they refuse to recognize us, and we are free to ter O r thev 
recognize us, and we are equally free, because of the Ft-.cist rule that 
once a thing is done it’s done.

As for Doriot, we will give him money, but no arms.

S e p t e m b e r  4. A  lull day. Many conversations, norning and 
evening. Poliakoff’— I got the impression that in Eondm they have 
no clear irk',, of the quest it in of the recognition of the Empire. Without 
recognition there is no possibility of agreement. Pol. took note of this 
and will mention it to Chamberlain.

I have ordered Cavagnari to suspend naval action until further 
orders. But the storm looks like subsiding.

Conde brought me a telegram from Franco saying that irt he blockade 
continues throughout September it will he decisive. 1 r»e. However, 
for the moment wc must suspend it.

Exhibition of xhcFascialL' Esirro* Good progress.! hecrowd applauded 
the Spaniards and. for the. first tint, and warmly, also the Germans.

S e p t e m b e r  y. Parade of Starace and his Young fascists. W ry  
successful. The yotmge. generation must be entirely dominair.l by the 
Party. 1 said so to the Ducc, who already holds tins view.

Mterno.ni -\ iaroigio and Ponte a Moriano. I h. < uldren are two 
adornblr trrasui s. Papa is better. Dedu well.

(Jouvn .ation with Balbo. lie  offered me •> u a brant , but a whole 
forest of olives. At the moment he was even sincere

S e p t e m b e r  t>. The i )uce In fly at America, country of niggers and 
lev 1, the forces which disinlegrale civilization. He w.mts to write a 
book; Europe in jooo. 1 lie race , playing an important role will be the 
Italians, tl e Get mans, the Russians, and the Japanese. Othet countries 
will be destroyed by lire acid of Jewish corrosion. The Jews even refuse 
.0 w eed because it costs pain. They don't tcnli/c that pain is the only 
. . .  ,iivc factor in ih hie of a nation. And also in tin lives of men.

* "7 * ip  Ingram ami dropped a hint about getting lid o the Abyssinian 
stumbling-block at Gene.' a. f consider that essential for the resumption I

I G? ■ tneived the Soviet a. usation." T l v  I hi.a has approved of 
„iv p i ’,m I he Kiss’- -m want to sabotage the conference.* Realizing

s ■ ' ] (( . v  ,:• ! • the t - 1st organualion con ■ . -.1 with Itanun*

" '‘‘."j'J*; , , 1K w||ri|,„letl to Italy the respt anibilitv for tlr inking of two Sovi.«

. - Iliithh Covcrnnwnt.tidd sc<t » «U the |
oontoriwd «ii invitui.ni to » coiiferrin’c, to be held at Nyon, v. .... . . . .  h- .

a^ainit piracy i»i Mnlitaironran.
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- ^i]iat a Mediterranean conference was about to be decided on, they have 
fired another orpedo, aimed this dine at international understanding.
I harangued ilondel1 and Ingrain on this thcine. Ingram  evidently 
shares m y viev. T hey both seemed to me shaken.

Wo arc w alin g for the Russian counter-move. The atmosphere is 
darkening agan. T he Bolsheviks have made a false step, and we have 
scored a point.

S e p t e m b e r  7. V ery busy, a lot o f people. Spoke to Massimo." to 
settle the terns o f our reply to the French and British Governments.
We agree in principle. The note was drafted to-night. I shall show it 
to the Duce ti-morrow. As I foresaw, London and Paris are discon- 
c  m d by the Soviet gaffe W e must turn it to our advantage— force 
towards Russ 1.. smiles for the rest.

I received tie  judge, s in the Poets o f Mussolini competition. A  comic 
,1 cm.-— tin S a  fail'd1 didn't want to award a prize to the excellent poem 
o f Fanny l)ini whom she accused o f plagiarizing her work. How fright­
ful these litertry women are!

F arin atx i1 wants to go to Germ any with the Duce. T h e Duce has 
apparently agreed, but does he really want hint.’ And what is the 
pretext to be?

S j p t e m iu *.!' 8. O f  course the Duce doesn’t want Farinatxi in
rmany, and he has told me to arrange for him not to go.
The note, mv draft of which was approved sit the Palazzo Venezia,6 

h u been adopted in all essentials by the Germans as well. No Nyon
but we arc -'tady to discuss things in tur Non-Intervention Corn- 

m iluv m l/.ndon. 1  lie formula ha., advantages, it is not amply a 
u lusal, it i. also ton-,tractive. Mbania es following in our wake; 
Bi.lgana and Yugoslavia are concerting tlieu' moves and mas . erhaps 
join us.

I told Ingram that I hat! drawn the inspiration tin- my proposal bom 
air last conversation. Now, because ol his share in its lanli, In too 1 

b und 10 defend it. Tilt limp, insincere British official was \ e-ak 
enough to In .'la t' red into accepting this. T ouch a m an in his p c  sonal 

anity and ai an t go wrong.
( .onvei .a I ion at die .ea with Hclliind, the k li Mari Ghalge d M l.m e.

The. intelligent and .obtle Yid  realizes Ins Government's g.'lh p h n  ■ 
is .1 a com I note to-day. (Inn King d«: u. • tisaliuti o 1ml la lias to d. lend

' Jules Blnmlrl. I-1 • cell t.tliarg'- il'Aflairri a n  tccry -i  ,.-e. . iM"i 1 ‘ •vu
|<- I Ja i l l i\  .Naiion.it ( -in .1 i.ri.ilii-i.aioii, n i l?  1 Ian ............1,1 h ■ Vl’ •>
lid hi R- inn (Vs»iii ( '< U'l" 1 i;»3(» i" IN•»veil l"T ' i )

* M.m din Muni »t < .
' Mai i li*T dii Siii I.. In- lul rtriii III* i .'pl> •>' « I Mnv-
• V..|„ 1 I ;i manilirr III! I 1 -a Grand 1 1 . hut Secretary

(.cum J of lln* I jis< 1 *»M> SIm»i n id i  Mussolini.
i ’jiKi . /tj \ 1 in fii: 1 • nfHci i f«:.suJ« • 1
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Moscow, and he does it with dignity. He spoke of overwhelming 
evidence against us— from deciphered telegrams, I expect. I faced him 
with calm contempt. He said 1 was treating Russia as l would not treat 
Lithuania. I replied that, while I could not do so, the Duce can.

Saw Gastellino1 and Malaparte.2
Meeting with Guarneri3 and Lessona1 about the economic situation 

and the Empire’s international trade.
Decided to resume the subsidy to the Rexisls" 250,000 lire a month).

S e p t e m b e r  9. The note has been delivered. A long conversation 
with Cerruti,6 over-optimistic about tin feelings ol the french towards 
us. l ie  makes out they are dying to throw themselves into our arms.
I don’t believe it. Not just now, at any r lte-

Ingram left a memorandum about Biitish intentions with regard to 
tin. recognition of the Empire. Rather negative. But without this 
preliminary the possibility of an agreement with London becomes 
remote. A pity!

Galli7 Turkey, as usual, is waiting for the English to make up their 
nr ids In these circumstances iny visit to Ankaia wall be put oil until
bcller allies.

Had a long ialk with Appelius* about Abyssinia * te old days and
the piesent. Nostalgia for the war.

\\Y v in"! answer the Russians 1 here is a pit cedi it. Venice used 
iw accumulate unnuaveied papal bulls.

S e p t e m b e r . 10. G randi1 is retting ready m *° London. 1
have 10. 11 him instructions for resuming contai l. 1 lie situation is 
becoming dillicull again we shall liuvr to give ballh- once more.

Bern"’ and Gambara11 havi made a long report on the situation in 
Si dn To morrow 1 ..had take them m the Duce. We are still in mid- 

,„,d v.ctoiA may • hulc u once mote. We must hurry up and
win. fo r  many ic.tsous.

M u ; i |; 1 .  n Jirsi-rau man, but i .u h a  touchot pompous \< rbosuy 
, , |||„„ |v..an I'lrsidcnl oi'llir ta-dfr.uian of NVwspapra IMin.rs.
■ m d . , t h .  wMWu.,nv.t jiiiirnalisi u.d nmclm.

1 i-eri Minister'll'Tiarb- .mil C u i m u t .
, 1 ' “  , j r ’ |', ,,on.i Mi-.wif 1 •ali.m .Mura. Dimmi n l  in N .a . 1, 1 1,,.,-.
M ! r , ^ e m e  n " h t - - - M n . .« r h .  IJelttium, tel by I ..........
. V ....... .< lull. Iiali 11 Vinbn-oidoi in l aris.
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which ( Oincs from being : ure o f suc’.cc.'.i. O n  the wiio1c3 .1 in m not to hr 
lost night of. Ho may lie useful.

Sv.PTiiM nri n .  Conversation between Grandi and die Duee. 'I he 
Duee summed up the situation. I f  possible, lie still wants agreement. 
But if Great Britain sticks to an aggressive policy, lie is prepared to go 
to any length o f firmness.

Afternoon— conversation between the Duce and Berti. Taking stoc k 
v the situation in Spain— on the w hole, satisfactory. T he Duce means 

to wait a few weeks before deciding whether to send more Hoops. I f  
there is no winter lull and Franco acts, the Duce will help him.

T he D uce is furious at the first news from Nyon. B o v a s1 last
0 iephone call soothed him a hit.

Received Bocchini nothing new.
S e p t e m b e r . 12. Fascist Girls’ ceremony. Went off very well.
Flew to Pisa. T h e races a t Leghorn, with Edda and Ciccino. * Papa 

is well.
S e i  t i m b e r  13 .  Ingram  and Blondel have given us a copy ol the 

Nyon decisions. 1 have prepared a reply in w hich, without advancing 
a claim  to tak part, 1 all: rn our light to parity. It w ill certainly 
embarrass then Either we co-operate, or the sehenie (ails and they 
are to blame i am Waiting f Approval iro n  Berlin before delivering 
my reply.

R io  produced ■ splendid parade. Bui the JJalilla can’ t continue a 
it is now.

Teruz/.i,1 hack from Spain, is very critical of Bastico and his "tall 
He 1 ,i*| 1 t., a decisive operation is possible lot the middle of Vtob< 
Frankly, 1 don’t.

The Dtica. is ninoyed about the revolt in Gojjum,'1 winch is ol a 
considerable size

S k i' t . .,111 v h i \ T h e D t" telephoned at y a.m. to add to our nub
, 1 ..• request that Germ any too should take part in the Mecutci 1 "i.-au 
patrol. Berlin ha:, refused. T h e D uct’s idea —it has to he 1 dm i'od- 
voui ! h a v e  put the: whole (|ue'tiou u. the mching-j)ot again. As thing, 

a r c ,  Nyon is settled.
Zcnoiu:'' is to lie a d iicclor of h .N .l.A . 1 A fascist in ecitain m- 

ilu ,u i.d ei h - is useful.
* K r iu l  l',-' 1 S('« *|11 )•• Itnliiri ri'pn i:iit ill • \v a ’ ( j
Mjr.cii" : . * 1 1 • Mn t-dfli in K)'ll.

(., \..iiif> l - r n / .  , .1 .«»!»! . . .ff i '  r in Spain. Gird \m- r " ! ‘''uv 1m1
1 ,ilinil A(m 'wmlu ' owlini vs Ml •'<■ ! in "v.vr-ml i' I |7- at,a' w"l« Mussolini.

* (,'ijiii ' . ai.ii.itn-. At i 111 . e north of Ail'll. ■*1 '
* lOiione tlriiini, I .m . '  V iv '  lTtini'  i .r <1 i .rp.... •«. '<» vtft'illurpi’ .ml

hiitfuirmfift. . ..
s.- Ida V. a..mile idiistrin Applir oioi ' Visi-omi i.i iiupuctant rayon luiiuufix’-

Itirlttil n.h n> Milan.
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with the Duce. 'I lie I hire was in good form -Htggn&lve and 
anti-British. His comment on the English was that tlwjy have their 
minds in the scats o f their trousers.

S e p t e m b e r  i s . Franco is asking for four submarine, to be put at 
his disposal. Tw o will go at once and the oilier two shortly.

O ur no'e is considered very clever, but opinion is dehmtely against 
us, Bova telephones from Geneva that Eden and Delbo, are ready to 
accept our demands, but would like us to take the fust step. Impossible.
W e mustn't move an inch. They " i l l  con1^ *° us'

Marriage of Farace* and Catherine of Russia. M any royalties at 
'the wedding, some taking pail in the service. In Im address the priest 
invited the bride to follow the example ol Her great ancestors, and 
mentioned the celebrated lady who once bore her name. T h e brute-

cxooni \ «i‘ n’i too pleased. . , .
' Lunch with the Prince of Piedmont I eeble conversation, I sat next 

to Princes:- Mafalda.* She has neither looks nor intelligence no. per-
tonality. But she likes men. After all, all women do.

S k i-1'l m h er  .6. Nothing new on the L'uuhm -Par^' icneva front.
Th( y a..- waiting for a move from us, but they won t gc one.

Punch with Vnlpi,3 t '.ini,0 and Pirelli.7 Coiisulera. le anxiety m 
mdustri;.l circles. They say our ‘stocks’* arc exhausted m d wc could
onlv keep a war going foi a shoit time.

, 'letc co n fid e  e about victory in C.hn.a A  me. Sooner or
l.xtcr the Chin- se will run. \nd v hen they begin «'* ‘ "h , nobody can 
• ton them. Anti-Commiu-iM y-iecmi-nl is .-pen 01 "p

||, n „ , c. U,Tried that die French police may be on tin track of 
tuthofs ol the Palis ouu.igcs.1' Em. 10 tell" me ■ up able. In 

anv rnie, it’s nothing to do v >h us. ihev arc Frenchmen.

r nr I, , ,  The Duce announced to inc that Ricci is to be 
li( niil'ilcd. on the 'principle ol ‘Whoso is against the Party, is against

,• , ,  II,.,. I ,, lull Fon Ign
1 ' ! - -,i, oliii ini in i , Fon-ir.il Minim y.

’ cousin of the Iasi Ttnr a --l met* o f t  hr Queen „l

•* dv. W* (Uuu-blCTof the King of Hal- - marriat to l*ri> ce Philip ol Hr**c.
'  IViPti - 1 1 1 ’ T-ijifiiifi i <ari. v

She din) '' -  G - " ” lV‘ c’ .-'ij m ;, , „a ,  Mini i i of  Slat.-. President ol .1 ,. l-nUu.iU.,.
9 Count (#micpp<! vo,»

■ *l 1 ndt*cry. Vein ti«" ind'inlrwliv.
• \  il l, 11 i t  -mi. >'•' • . t . |'r, idc-nt of die Inin uuiional ( .hamhrr ,|
> M Ih- . Iu Pirelli, M 'r'’ 1,1

< "iinn. , »<i.-7- a .
■ I f.ngliih in 1 p • 0f f 5 , „( i,-... Emul, , -ri' AttochUmns on
• 1 I nmb» hn.l « P * '^ ‘g, xiV<l e..o ,«>!„ nm-n.

C"l’"■ inl.f-r n. On- ’ 1 ' . ■ f „( „ ,-uuii of S.i VI i livid'- InfOlr lit/i.ilii
Colon,:| Santo 1 ' celt >»'

Miln I il-- 1-alimi init-lh-■  •
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x ^ ! l i 3rie and will ;'et his neck broken He added that he had told the news 

to Alficri, who is a ‘chatterer', so that it m ay be passed on to the 
ever-restlcss I^albos and Bottais.

H e also talked, more optim istically, about the situation in East 
Africa. The revolt is not spreading and measures to suppress it—  
including gas— have been ordered.

R icci was wearing the C am per’s M edal, l ie  said nothing and I 
followed his -'xarnplc.

I wrote to Grandi, reporting the situation and asking lor detailed 
information.

Lunch, by chance, w ith Balbo, joined afterwards by the long-winded 
Cini. C ini passe for an intelligent man. 1 wonder whether he really is, 
or whether by any chance he i:> simply a great intriguer.

S e p t e m b e r  ill. Ingram  and Blondcl brought me the additional 
agreement about seaplanes and surface vessels, and look the opportu­
nity 0f  trying tentatively to resume the conversations about Nyon.
I have prepared a conciliatory reply and have succeeded in getting the 
Uuce to accept it, though he is still extremely uncompromising. M ean- 
wliil ■ we m ud let it he known that they made the first gesture. Howevet 
the press mu t avoid talking about ‘Canossa* or ‘genuflections’ , other- 
vise they wil siiflcn again. I shall deliver the note to-morrow.

I.iljobova1 nought me a letter iron K ing Zog. He is pleased with
a recent pi ,-Albanian measures.

S e p t e m b e r  >‘j  W ith the D uce I watched the funeral o f Prospero 
C olon ,u,J horn die window of the Palazzo Venezia. T h e Uucc was in 
a good bumoitr and kept m aking comments. The weathci was v a im  
and rainy (m od weather lor a funeral--in  the sun nobody thir.be 
about death. Hr told me that T itto n i8 used to refuse to attend funerals 
m w intei, for 1; ar o f following the corpse into the grave.

I gave the note to the two Charges d ’Afl.iiies. A weight scented 
lilted till a it shoulders. I added a few conciliatory words.

T h e JJu1 e i constantly telephoning to learn th< latest developments 
in ti,, diplomat • battle now !n progress M eanwhile he is preparing 
irulhary actio Bruno1 v i’ l go Parm a on the 22nd, and with him 
the whole of li-sei. '. squadron. I envy them. But, for the pit ci t at 
am  rate, l am nailed to this desk.

Si . . fnpt< .’o, No oflic tl reaction from Put - or London. I he 
|,r(.Si, j,- mod. lot the reply, we shall see to-morrow.

1 fo u r» cb p t"  1 ■ ' b’ l'c.o II vi> (. L e  . a vain pompous poet ami lias
r 1 hi I.ibnh , Alliunian This ion .YlinisUi.
I’l i i ic r  I’rtKi.m Mnloijii.i, !. >it> 1 V  • / ' M e ....... ... R-

J l omnmm ] i 1 r •<<i torinei t i iv.r M ini in  m l ! ’"• •• V 1 "
1 a, , t ' T ,■ i|i|,i i'll livin’ ■ •■ !>• ’iul ni. 1. K illrii v'.’liil' 1 1 ‘ as ’ ir ' pilot in 1 o.p
'■ Yovai' I nun i. h '' . ii'O’I.iv  M " i . ln  in R ail"-
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'v ^ ^ jjfe v c r  believed in agreement between Rome and Belgrade. At the 
moment he is behaving like a long-lost friend. Stoyadinovich, who is 
pretty shrewd, has liquidated him. quite rightly.

Budarini1 gave me the usual review of Italian affairs. All in order.
He intimated that yesterday at Lucca Edda was not too warmly 
received. I tun sorry. She is an excellent cteature, but she is too free 
and easy, and she doesn’t love the mob. Consequently she isn t loved 
herself. A pity, because die has rare and great qualities,

Sr.PTEMBKR 21. Blondcl and Ingram handed me a note which 
gives us virtual satisfaction, though the wotd parity is carefully 
avoided. The Luce has approved my reply and the press communique: 
we agree to a technical conference to modify the Nyon clauses in 
accordance with our wishes. It is a fine victory. I'rom suspc ted 
piiate. to policemen ot the Mediterranean— and tin- l’ ussians, whose 
ships we were sinking, excluded1

I am angry with Parim .2 He sent a proclamation to the Italians m 
( Germany entirely without my know ledge. He has 1. t all sense ot 
proportion. He is ripe for a move. I may lc Pla<(' lu"  by J)e C ic c o ,1 
an old and tricil comrade

Nicolas Franco* is returning to Spain. He is p '‘aset with his work 
and hopeful about the situation. He foresees the cud f  the wai next 
spring. I. me add that he has been mistaken belort now.

S e p  1 emhi  h A day of  absolute calm.
flood reactions to the conclusion o f th« Nyc*n negotiations. T'lu- 

Uuee, without saying to, showed that he is vet' please,].

S ep  i i Min ii 23. Preparation Ibr the visit to Cicrrriany ire com ­
plete. I have supervised even the details myself j he Hu. e told Allicri 
tha, (I • arrangements 1 have made come clot to his ideal.

Opening o f the Augustus Exhibition and the Exhibition of 1 in- 
I<evolution. For the latter the Duce ordered that the part dealing 
■ .ill: ii. intervention'1 and the war should be kept sin.dl, so that the 
Inhibition can cmne down as far as the creation of the Empire it  is 
his idea ot permanent revolution.

balked to Par ini He is to go as Miniate: to Caii • Hhigi gets (,>
V i .  un i. Nalata® eomes home.

1 c.uiHe Bufrarim-Ouitli, tlnder-SeeretXry *t tbe «  if.- iaterioi (th*
Minister win Mussolini . ,  .

- I V , . ,  l-.umi. Hi*. . - -U.ciu-ral I Ah "y » •
■1 \ | , 11. , n,. ( , . . .  , 1) < illii ill I 111 'he for n Vliiti.U >.
« \i,.,l„. 1*01110 hioilirr of the m-rali-.Mino, v..n m eli.ii;,i ii military negm,,,.

,’ '',V l" ' , halIa.V"lu ’r o ,p|l|..i- >a dir Fir* W - «  W n* on the .-.id, Allies in ( y e ,
u.u. ilu I,,., ini, ........... -vent i. li.rl. tl.r .nllu. no ** v,.i Irlt.

« I* ..il.an. Mini * V , M ( t i  I" •■ «...• "* n V  ml
in. ..on .11 |i. ■ time ot the An*" hilt: ..
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''"?ona reported on the situation o f the Empire. Numerous revofbtf 
^ ^ C u t  localized. 1 Aar, however, that at M ascal1 something on a larger 

.scale ma' 1 re:C out. I f  the whole country flared up, it would be very
i ui. But 1 don’ t think it will. However, what is happening is 

hindering demobilization and that is a burden on our finances.

SurTEM BEF 24- Departure for Germ any.

S f. i' t e m h e f  25. M unich.

Si p t e m b e r  26. Manoeuvres at M ecklenburg. Interesting, but I 
was 1 .pectin .' more.

S 1 ''T i m b e r  27. Essen. Visit to K rup p ’s. T h e industrial potential 
is very nr pr< tsivc.

A n I in Berlin. Trium phal.

Sr. r t f  mb EK 2d. Potsdam. The tomb o f Frederick the Great. Sans 
Souci. The New Palace. Napoleon too stayed here. He got here by 
lighting.

M eeting on the M aifcld.- Choreography superb— much emotion 
and much ra '"

Si I'TFmbei 29. Departure.
As far a for- lal 1 (.suits go, the visit has added nothing i<> tin- Berlin 

Proto'ols.;i Bu in eli ct (he D urr's presence in Germ any has popu­
larized irieiv si.ip foi E.i.i ism— I dare not yet say for Italy. Musso­
lini's personal stuu -> is unquestionable. His magnetism, bis v-m • bis 
impetuous voutbfulncjs captured the German crowds.

\Vj!I the lidarity between llu- two idginu.s suffice to form • real 
l„ nd ,I union beiw ten two peoples drawn in opposite directions by 
race, cub.n , mb ion, and e r ii  No one can accuse me. ot bi-ot 
hnMile to the ( IM G o m an  policy. 1 mi dated h oiy:>< If. But shmil I 
we, I wonder, rcg-id  G em .am  as a goal, or rather a. a field lor 
mail,euvre:’ Tl»; im i, b uts • ,f the l:e , -vela s and alwve all M us.<i-1ii.»''i 
hdelitv to his | ulitie.il allcgun e make inr incline inwards 1!,, hist 
A|u nuli < |Ju 11, - not ' '.-f ills tie clup in such a way as to .separate 
our lev ‘ pi 11| lies 1 'i« 1 again'

vv-- shall .-tee The Roi Berlin Axis is to-day a fnnni'hiblc and 
rM iriuely useful main I shall try In di aw a line from Rook: to I <’kvo 
and the system vill be complete

\s J01 tlu: mi . 1 dis- mi ful 111 . tin.-re is no point in nuking pr«phc< n-s.

Mil:, , ul, a I.i. ..iiin 1' limit nf lllr I'm,ling «,* the I Ini',- ' ■ reletn ard k* u"
end . -f Si 1 'hit j i t  , , .

» j 1 11, . \<1 *. i. iii ,t 1 <iif. . *-<l .t t ro • 1 I (• y»,oi»u on t . n ir  |H»(>
Kluliwl III tin tn>l I'll 1 , 11’ Itl-./olilli •poke ill Cl  nil.Ill til :'l>........ . 1 1 "•> *
i.itiiiinnn", lit* mi <<••* v'Ut 1' ry d'liihllul.

> 1 1 ,  , ,| e 1,1 I m: n-1 1 i.I -‘ ,• 11 Hill •" 111 '' 1 ■ " r ' 1,111
I , In,, l„ , ............ ., .1'Ki in Oetolirr Ilyfi.
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^ ' ^ ■ S r p T E M D E R  30. Return to Rome--triumphal. Put they .should 
lav,: • pared themselves the arches and the laurel. The,,: symbols are 
reserved for conquerors in war— net tor someone , oming had. from 
a visit by train.

The , nthn tiasm of the people was inaginficoit. he> were happy to 
ha- e their Duec in their midst again. Everybody fell that the country a 
most prreiou. po. cssion had hern lent abroad. And the joy  ol the 
masses was, this time, the sum of every man s individual aatislartion.

O i  Toni.H 1. Ciccino’s birthday.
Went to K.nt, a Morinno— a family day with Derla, the children, 

and my parents.

O c t o b e r  j The Ducc went to Rocca.
In the afternoon I received Hloudrl and bold 1 -ftli, and they 

handed tr their note. I don’t think wc , an to take p a n  ,,, a
conference without Germany. I wailing lot the Uuec s opinion

‘ "cu..de ad cd, in I ra.ten’s name, that I’ .istn o should I e recalled. We 
shall consent. Bus, ." miked to me about lie situu on m Spa,,,.
Franco’s position i [ood, but the 1 ts »t,U »«idre ded. He want* 
reinfo,. enu ms for the corps of volunteers, .vhich m .u  present tate h,
doesn't ...ns, ter fit .0 c a r ry ..... drei , v  op-rat, II,. withdrawal
... 1 tic - ohm,ter- v., ,1,1 .md.uuu r the \  diotuile.. .»>*<ion. < ava, 

lx I", , me the decisions I n the Me,literr.ua an pafol -,e.cod

, t ,Kilty at < iftlel 1 usan A hue M< liter,ancun
a,uunn1 cl.,v, ,„m  with > slight ha m.

l)( , ,. .p Sent the Du e a dial' " f  om note in reply to the
] i m i<"da nisi, in,r ,,

|„ th, mm mug 1 received the D',l<r ol 'V»hi.- ' ho me an
„ , visit , Engfu d. According h- him, "T< client xedii to

j’ ’ , ‘ ...I,),)... |t„t if we get tough t» th he,. England " »y  still light and 
i t well. He was repeating p'na. * " f  Grand,V 
'.1 visi'oiMu lie. afu.viiooi.. I ir Veci hi • - long-vtnded * lUitrtni

/",•!.I (.huuueii discmra-in- about the rmren-y utmnmn 
" ' V , 0,  he sea a fine bathe by myself

„  |), V .  h. 'ii with the la x t i  ' . i t"  ent |,is< >, roc  1 h ,. >>'
.m n  He is intolerably bonnt.

N ( .   '.! is.inliui ooualry house III l» alive piOvlwr ul

K ' i,ii„ mm„ , . King ol I,itly. V,p, ■ .( tctlioc. I ...
'•! S T " !  V '  Bd.-.'-is,-dWcr    o,Tl M. * »o .t ...

Afi ir ,1 i). No. Piiil'it MM/
.1,u ,-. 111 .ni-, in K n iu i 1 ' . j • | v ,| 1.mine., I m vo . 1 the l >■ nlet jscir» .

. ........  ........ ' M..ri(, Ur V t o , „
Qiiii.lri' iavir • I 1 he M»"' l i  « '»

/1S&  ■ c° i x
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. . . .
n long conversation with Pariani about the situation in Spain. He 

would like to send Mpine troops in force to break through to Valencia.
But how would France and Britain react? Is it advisable to embark 
on action which m ay lead to a conflict? I say No. In the fust place, 
becair-e (Iem u tiyis not ready. Tn three years she will be. Secondly, we 
are short o f raw materials anti munitions. Finally, a conflict o f this kind 
would bring us into general odium. However, the Spanish situation is 
irrious and require' a rapid solution. I shall talk to the Duce about it.

I had a long discus .ion with Hclfand. The Russians are still finding 
the Horn. Berlin Axis hard to swallow. T hey hope for an improve­
ment ii relations. A t the moment I don’t see it happening. O n the 
co n trary .. . .

O tr io iir  it 6. I informed Berti that he is to a. sume command in 
Spain. 11< t a l k e d  at length of how he sees the situation. Still a w ay 
long struggle I if lore us that is the gist o f it. Perhaps more than a year, 
unlf.su we sen< an entire expeditionary corps and, most imp<»i:uii 
Alpha uoops -apablc ol surprise movements in the mountains during 
the winter. If  v e can’ t do this lie wants us to withdraw die infantry 
and reduce oui contribution to technical services, artillery, engineers, 
and ll e air. I shall talk to die IFa e to-morrow. ,My impression of 
b elli is tha' though w<: shan’ t regret sending him, he hasn't an.
1 n il1 ..nit b u r p r r e  m store lor us. He asked for Tcruzsti’s scalp, .oid hr
may get it.

Talked to sibia him information about Russian espionage and a 
11ia111be again.')' Balbo Nothing 1 hadn't heard before.

Saw the l)ui< on his return ll-oitt Korea. He gave me the text ol the 
not with a f<-1 alterations. V\ c shall hand it t the French ami 
British leprcscrtafivc' on Saturday.

f i.a!Ii is m il. back to Turkey. I have m iiu d u l him m drop tin 
proj.  . i ot m y  v sit  to  A n k a r a .  I h e  Inn is mil ripe,

O c i o i i i  i 7 Conversation v ith Belli and the D uct. The n< w 
loiiiiii.ii iler i , n m a k e  e -pint by .Saturday ifil lire ith a comprclicnsi < 
appr'n ation  >1 the situation and hi proposals for dealing with it.
Hi . isions will be tak' u "ii the ba is of ih ■; report, lor meanwhile 
shall n.i’ been a lii ilso to " m l . Cm tin i b n n ia 'lon.il dev..! >pn'< m 
I cro.o/i will nou 1 fun k I ■ Spain. I .nail talk to the (. Biel to-morinv.
about Bis rn . i...........me iecngnitii>n I'm J is work, so lli.r he won l h-
puisued by the in id  how In of eritii ism

) ■ m| Pern -nil Blondel a ,ked im i*.i die reply to tlu ir not<. I fold
I he in I lull I lie 11 < n • lla I K.I II ( an. ( (I I , . '\>-i . o a Ii ' ' S p eech  at  ( k ’ lii i i,

nay mg thirl V ale a c  re ill not gel. rid ol tin Ked w lu n lreis Out note

1 I'aliln tie \ t i e  t'lorez, S|miii<.l> ii. . nl.li. ,n i|i*li)fnir at t/rurva mu! uuli.u.
Hill 1(11 111 IXimJnll.
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is now in Berlin. W e .shall deliver ii as 1 a) as we have theii agreement 
to tiic Ion tula. Wo must always give the impression of yVxis solidai ity.

The Japanese are beginning to buy aeroplanes front us.

O c t o u u r  8, (I have replaced Parini by Do Cicco and made other

A day with nothing important. 1 lie note will be delivered to- 
morro.v. Meanwhile tension lias increased, lb erc is no doubt that the 
Spanish problem is moving toward an intci national crisis —rupture or 
clarification. Many' anti-ha . is 1 forces are working fot the first altcriia- 
li\ -. But the peoples don’t want war at present.

O c t o b e r  9. 1 presented the note to Lord Perth and Blorubd at 
midday. Iso comment, just a few words <0 airange about the time of 
publh aiion. Blondel seamed lather shaken by our re I us d. Lord Perth 
showed no emotion and san. nothing, apart horn asking rile for the 
name ..I a cure for rheumatism, winch l recotnn > tided to lian last year 
and which, it seems, did him good. A real Kn> k.l.m.m.

T u rati1 spoke to me about living conditions and progress made in 
tie Empire. Notliing to be ph ased about. But the MinisterV more to 
blame than the Viceroy." W - must ha-e faith and leave the man o„ 
tin spilt free to art— or else replace lun But not tonnem him with 
iptc-aions nf detail arid ke*. p f.is hands th'd.

( l i . T o n m  to Sunil at the sia. Nothing iinpoitan
O c to h i  it 11 Nothin" p u rtie  il.ii !yr outstanding. We ate vaitine. 

fix* t]n- I ’r.iucii- lh u ish o ai.t ion in nur notr So lai 1 in 1 e is little in t he 
p ,o s  and nothing otlu ial. I h.mtli told trie on the telephone that it In 
been <1 day of i Ian, a at mil. Now the a Imosphere 11 < Ir. i . .

The D u e i» following events very tJosely. > ''liuly * 'Hi 'll Inniiil 
,1,1,. 1 (.sol 1 it ion He sein lor me .1 second ' ini' '-night and talk 'd 

a|„„ lt various (jin nous. Ih thinks that a committee of sis powers 
|ia!> ii  nice, (ioso Britain, (dam any, Portugal, and Rus.-aa; might 

I pg’, ..olve the question sf volunteers and bso that ol belligerency 
M, ixiJdlc he waul Irrsh impie ions ol Spain, which lie will : lnu ily 
e e l  II-,,,,I Aiiin .1 > 1 suggested i , him h it n might be titling to withdraw
om \m!.r,' cl a-from Paris, as a repiiml He agrees. 11, thinks oft iking 
ilx. i p ,Vl.eo twelvcn-.oiiths have elapsed ttiit. c Cham bnin V d t  patim .

q , i)(. 1  ̂ \ isi, from Sfaraer ho announced the imminem

hiftinUdon of Ltssona. 1 ,his
thing the I lure had said.

. Z S S  3S  > ' ...—
,,l.‘ jJl,' "V, ' } Vim. 1'ornlcr I ench Atiilun -»lor n, Koine. Re. nlli-.t m

Oi loh | |C) jf.i.
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X ^ .i^ s ^ T h c  D uct insists on withdrawing Cerruti. He is right. 1 have 
already sent a good Counsellor, Prunas, to Paris, to prepare for an 
interregnum.

[ he I ranco-British reaction to my note is flabby. Drlbos’s pas a-* d 
Faci’<m is already lr.sincg its bite. 1 think they will confine themselves 
to continuing the exchange o f views.

Berlin is to mak< a declaration o f non-aggression to Brussels. Per 
haps we ought to do the same, as not to be 1< ft out of the game.

1 saw Russo on the ubjeet o f the new contingents o! Black Shirts lur 
Spain. For the present. I am against s*-tiding them. Too dangerous.

O c t o iik u  i '3. 1 tookT rruzzi to the Duce, who promised him a jolt.
I am glad dial tin iiiithful ..Id soldier is to be rewarded— -lie did well 
iii Africa and in Spain.

Low entail1 sfcnt rtie a tclcgr&m, asking for a frank declaration on our 
policy towards China. I eplied that we are and will remain neutral 
but that the Clrii■ »•-<* attitude towards us prevents more acthw maw- 
festations of nipathy.

Conversation with Dtipuy ' o f the 1’rht Parisim. Spcetral analysis ol 
I i ..neo-ltali.m relations. On our side goodwill and the clr ive tor an 
improve rural. But in P o is they d o n ' t  want to do anything positive in 
ili... d ix c ti a. It is a long time since official France made a gesture of 
s\ jopothy to- afds us. \V; at could vc do to alter the present situ..lion?
I h ... r, wi mustn’t break all links or close all doors.

()(;•) o n iui >/) I’.dda is back.
I Ik- fun i in en i . i l  ideas in oui note have been acrepir in London 

raJ Paris. 1 am surprised. Alter the threats o ft) e last liw  days tics 
■ ithdrawnl is enough to make one speculate about the decline ol 

the- 1 . . I. and British peoples. I’hr. moment will come, it has 
p< i li-ips ahead) come, when w e;dull he ublr to s'alee II on the final 
throw.

\ ‘olpi t .Iked ■ .’ rue aliout In- visit to Vu, >slavi... Not a i r  m Vugci-  
sliivi.i :• i.' ibo.it hiin'.r If in Yiigo.'avia. I 'cnce cju’tc .iniuleicsting 
Hr i ,immn> at I hr M um •• tv ol the Colonies, though lie denies it v i.h  
iln I.liisla *• of a l-.isliful«l..ld Hr , otild he a good Minisie.r ami would 
do '.\rll. 'A ili nil hi' Inult.s he is :m able man.

Revel confirmed tint (I.■ - (ax on investments is to ' r pul into loro.
.a 1 he next Council ol Mii.-arr-.. I lie stock exc hange h.cj hceri v ilcily 
u,i:.u:adv for • e I t few d.r ., in anticipation • I the financial lcdii.i 
ti.ai. 'I’lie |Hire ii iboo- I i . a r  ol v, ir and v ml'i 1 ' 'Ins. die
e .v  I i a r r a ' 1', c 1 i 1 c ! ; 1 ,ri i l m s a"  *1 nitIji Is 1 f a n t i -1 o ' ' a>ni I h r l r g i s f i

lion in riii.'it. mi to gi i lor. t«r I he c xpn is are ugiun." it
I i. i-rUHU 1 t. J | ■ .1- .iIdy .1 i i  vin l."U r.'llml, H | ii'oii.illi'H1 ".,'iTilii'i nt t |nndlrn

• »l u.llki/illutlin.
’ hfiii' iJuptiv, fdiuir • »! iJiP JUtit f'un.w’n.
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Fngiuoli' asked me what to do with Visconti.- Liquidate him. 
Valentino* is pleased with our position in Poland. He suggests that 

, Beck4 should visit Rome. Why not, provided the Germans arc in
favour of the idea? I think they should he. T will talk to the J)u.ee

0 0  1 oui.u k ,. [ have given Grandi his instructions fur the Non- 
Intervention Committee. We must make some concession. [ then-lore 
underlined three points: we are ready to discuss the plan for the with­
draw d ot volunteers— the parties in tin eonllict should he a-ked to 
state their intentions on the subject nn, il they are favourable, a plan 
•hot nl in fixed fir the withdraw 't'.I- at the same time they should he 
giv n recognition ol'their belligerent status.

1 talked in a 1 . .,< dialory sense to Lord le itli, which pleased him
very much. He has staked on agreement with us and he wants to 
hi mg ii otr lie  asked me about our forces m Libya f replied tlwil 
wc wili talk about that within the framework . 1 Vi'.;lo-fta|;an nego­
tiations. , . ... .

I he Uuce took me with him to tin i t .  • lie  wan
i hci 1 fill and is taking a close interest in die development ol 

events.
Liumsiami" In ought rm- a Kouinaiii.m • cor a am 1 here w., ,,,,

,, iron foi me to hr given it, except the desire »«>* "/>/•> ,,/um,
0 ( 1  m u . Ho Took Gi.( mo to school for the first titne. II, time

| renieinlKi piling, myself, as if if wen 'in  day, and how 
1 cried .a leaving old F.milia and only slopped wf.en the om  luh r • 
Ia11b.mil, ui a "cavenerr’s unilorm, tlncao iifd to nin..| me. And yet
that’s •'*!.....si (1.in v years ago! Caecum will be a ;i)ud vliuJur 1-1* Ice.
,.rent sclf-'Tspert anti e. >•« rv poaid.
' i,.i watered down nv insiimo"ns loo iiiucu, hut his pro
itouniemuits ha..' had a good edict. Out diplmmuk position is
. 1, ,, lv advantageous.

j p .. polih \iiil. 1 aadoi. who came to tell tnc. n llrck .nam e,
of the frankly »nti-Uali«n Bctlviries of the flen ch  «t va Uteri is

, ,hulit  ii. f iu.-rnal  : ul i i iej  Con 1 ■ ' ba rn e i  b e t w e e nnniliin ■ .0 i'< o ns
, . 1, .  A n d  also I t e m  h jealotwy.

1 he ( Jr* ek Minister < am- to make a profession of loyalty toward* ns
j • ,(, |( , flic void . l i on  1 dtei lv. mg worke ' again- 1

; -1 lilt Ii .! out the mtvrpi.M),. Vecchi who is
us n 1 Nyon. 11< i"o ”

a , ,, . . . .  or ■ tlir S|. amt'l >l'*» "'"O'" oriel
V  - .1 ...1st |...al g  n-rtVT'i ol t .gliti'n. nit.vl.il .-i it, •* 1 , \ J , . > nl t, It ii I tic 1 * l,,lf

* i*,4*Vlt ii I*-! ,'j' I. g1 I1' . U, ̂ Ij" u'eltlto 1̂1 u dwter ol •' '.tniH.iw' 'a I
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' - - 'persecuting the Greeks and is said to have introduted the castor oil 
method in die Dodecanese l ie  is an old Tool and we shall have more 
trouble froiTi him.

] we it home with the Duce and gave him a full report on die 
situation. He is pleased. He had prepared .<n Irfformazioi.' Dipl<>- 
ir .tica1 directed against Belgium, hut 1 persuaded him to give it up.
It would have been tiresome, from the point of view of Germany as 
well.

O i t o i i k k  » Nothing special, 1’ilippo2 is back irom Spain. He 
repeats what we more or less knew ahead) , i.e. that our troops are 
tired and that Franro can hardly wait, lor them to clear out, though 
he wants to retain the air force and the artillery. Me is jealous ol our 
suet esses and afraid of those that at e till to come.

O c r o u ’ R id. Polite review and in the afternoon inanuuvre:. 
Splendid. It is a perfect little army, equipped with all the most moth i o 
weapons. W ith such a polk l l'oicc, assuming that, it is loyal, a popular 
upheaval i; re> Ion. cr c  nceivable— any riot would he crushed in a 
matter < minute... 1 ht truth is that the modern State always has the 
means to defend itself, pi idrcl that the man in command is deter­
mined to make use ol them

Himmler v-as present and full of admiration.
i . reived Ricci .... I said a lev. kind words t o  him. He has made

certain mistak' but til the s one he i i good otgani/.er and loyal
1 i onltrmi d to Biondcl, v  ho questioned me on the point, that I had 

had a • .aivt rsation .villi Duptij

t). l otit:i iq. Cotmril ol Mimders J he law lor a to j><■» cent 
compam tax was approved. "Medici ant1 Benni* were not enthusiastic

Pi.eii.o is king lor a division in ord«’t to liquidate Die *".rihein 
front. We havr agieed.

(>, jot it  r o. Haunter, Kibbentiiip's1 i/;•;/ r.V tabinti, was brought 
to sec. me by von Kassel. II > object of his visit v.a« to propose the 
..iHierrm e oi |1 aly, with the status of an ot i inal xiguatorv, t o  the pact 
*„., vvc.i ,| (., I many and Japan. I his is a toie.-.qi,, n< <• ,.l my < ootact. 
with Tokyo j < s pressed tny >.h', in principle, in lave nr, hut «skcl ih.ti 
v e  s h o u l d  | , e  informed o i  and, i f  urecssnry purtuipan h i  the "•cercl

1 O.r./lO-IH/l! l.lip|, r . l ' .v  Itull.'H , .HIT | 1 .lntlftl 11 II I d ' l l ! If illl. I •
I 'I',. ..IP, v'i iHi ii i < r ill) . Mu::,"I , a . 1 conii......  mipnrt.ii

THiicitu'iiis mi foil an  t uttry.
* I t i n 1» AhIh.̂
‘ A n . ........ Ili-uni Vti.uUcr >ft ••mu. an. atu u-
, I, | M | , 1  ......... i, a i In-, an \mlin ..inti,I .• 1 1 " ‘ * *' "

| in a a I rlnmil y unit. Inn In all1'' ' • I’1'1 l| nii,„,it„ ,:
tJ„. iliri I : III (• until .Iiniui I alley, s an lilOW. •" "'i •..man. w

I Ip IIUM til lit to l lie ( .  " “ 't i ’rungn MIiukiiv
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agn ; mcnts which I have reason to believe ■ :ist between Jjerlin and 
Tokyo.

M is it y a quelque chose qui cloche. Neur.ith1 scents to rnc n« ,t t0 be 
jmlliiiyr his weight. And von Hassel, notably, agrees avit 1» liiin. y 
don't want to do something which will disturb London, and then they 
are altaid oi Ribbcntrop’s personal success.

O c T o in  iv 11. As 1 fore-aw, the plot is thickening in the Pjbbcmrop 
idlau. Nciirath, playing a different game, sent lor Attolico,- He was 
hoping that >ve wo ild not accept. As .c have accepted, he i-. trying to 
di i ourayi 11s. He talked about possible ic]if reus ons in L-otidon 1 iien 
he , nt 1 Berchtesi'arlcii. Then he went ba< k to Berlin, bl,inclusion: 
Hibb< ntrop will be here to-morrow, but his mission lias rl0t received 
Mi at adds blessing. Attolico, an ex-mason, immediately (e[i ,,, hcliind 
Neturlh. The Duce is right, as he alvays 1. . L m  can t change the 
was these old men's minds work \on mi a 1 hunge them. I t isd e p h n -  
ablr tw ice  how in Germany the Foreign Mmister fails t«> 4Mt , iu 
Tiiluer’s instructions. This is made, overwhelmingly clear by Neurath's 
t lephone call to von Ilasscl.

1 w.i.. much touched to-day by th sio.v ol a girl tvl-. begged me to 
help her. She told me in a simple and nntmstakab thful way of 
how s lu w a s  driven to prostitution. .

Saw 1I1 tilth ahout the hie ol /ole Teclmu good, hut it,
c o n t e n t s  are poisonous. le i '  the glorification of nidi- arism. I ill ill
have it I,alined.

1 j, 1,01: e •/7. Gonvi 1 ation witii R ihhcnliop, lie pn re 1. ol 
yon Hnssel and Rauntei lor the lattei parti I hen a 1 tversation d ttois 
vwlh the 1)U' I lira c '•ritlm a report of the two > nvers.etions else -

|(1 , 1 111 pri,: .pie, O is decided dial WC adlu U (< ;e pact between

(h i many atitl Japan . . . . . .  ,
Meaia llih It'CC ti'l'l i". At I lie mi 111 'hi not sruialh jl icoh ash r  11

m me ir. oat to join. And von Hassel here has been much against
ic jdca. When ho -brntrop airbed lie said to one ny secretaries

,ii tl,< airport ‘T  night! shall w nte o n eo l  the hr t p  ges o f my
pliU ■ [ |„ s, cross-currents in German foreign pol re tlangeious.

Good news from Spain-—Gljtm hoi fallen This > noble Franco
to com rmi ate out tone* 011 tin Aragon front and, U hope, a, elct 
at'- th, progress ol this 1 uism!

, , .  ( , v > ' d :  I • ten Mt*....... . d tic „  1,.,. Mil i-.lry ■ „

* •"'it* I 1; . oi in And..■ ‘ 1 to 1.0 It, i l l  i the n'i|uciii at ilm
... , u v,lli>ii>,a ...- '■ M,ily-sc .<.(.» -it

1 ’.Vi’s ,,'ii" ill’" im|i"rt»nt flit" 1 till roll' ,M in wliidi >.,•
|r 1 it li!.' , VriHirln. ovu.dJy nTi'ml m i" 'V  , t ■ Uuiulw , It.."-

I >l|.-|| ' ,0 t,. I j„ }■ /,, ;/,) ' I I' I" 1 “hlSl"!!f. h»H'li"l"l|, . I;,,,. I' (.(11. I llgh»l
1..iii,I.... .....< ,, hit-: ■’•ui v l'n!t-’ tiiliaic 11, t'M1
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Q c t o i . ur 23. 1 have summoned the Prince o f Hesse1 to Koine, 
and I am sending him to the Fiihrcr to find out what he thinks about 
the Tripai ulc Pact.

In T (melon the situation ha. been complicated by Russia’s refusal to 
an,, pi th( plan for Spain and by the ambiguous attitude o f Prance 
and Britain- The Duce, on my advice lias drafted Informayune I)i]>h- 
’Untied ' Jo. 4 himself.

J received the Japanese Ambassador in connexion with the tripartite 
agreement. I made a Minute of the conversation.

Gerbore1 tells me. he has learnt that the German police are suspicious 
of Mr . ; 'trad ideas. 'J.’his may be due to something RrnzcttH has 
done. I have ent Gechore to Berlin to inform Massimo. It is a tiie- 
sonie business, bo ause, considering the way in which I am related to 
Ma urn., it is proof of a generally suspicious attitude. It is haul woik 
undoing - ur former reputation in German eyes.

A t 11 (til aj'jt'-al hom Signora Pun our about hi t son languishing in 
a Rom an prison. I will do what I can to hasten the exchange with 
Grigoricir.1

Dinner in honour of Kibhcntrop at the Villa Madania.

O rro n iw -  ibaited instructions foi Grand) fo* the meeting of
die ( toiniuitt xl Tuesday. W ei.m n ot give way on the question of
unanimity -c ■ ■ ' c we .shall he giving Russia an obviou:. ad' milage.
Betides, it no way, n c  ball find France and England more .. oil 
more unyield, Rlbbeiitrop agrees lu.> i clings for England au­
dio.c o f.  wor. f‘ " a  faithless lover. In a conversation 1 i -nl \\ i; 1«
'm i last night I "  aelied the. net essily of a military alliance K  tween
Italy, Germanv nd Japan, in anticipation o! tlu- inevitable coiiHicl
with the written overs, lit  told tm-,,f H id e 's  advice, that \v. should
nc. i r again gi up M a j or c a,  ooi formidable new Tiavvn oil the 
M o '.In  rum a 'S-l)Oard

’biurt,in if, mi--played a \.ai . ■ t'• Ciccino -mil I 'nut ua-*
.-iinI ihen sol, Wi put the whole neighbourhood to flight ith die
noise of our g el

OftTour.K Ribbciitrop telephoned to -ay that the Ftlhrrr iters
no »»*■  i< t-ti. he ai-rei iik in tiring sii-ned in Roim and ei--t m
Munii I- a: I nrop tun. ,i If had jirij si in \ ii-\. ofhis positi.-n at

a. lists (tori lulori lit; Mme appi on rs and wants dn signature
i, i.ig, | -l.u t; a 1 a ; ■ dr If tlu Japanese - r  m" I n "  prrnn kt l«,,
A t  r a n  s i g n  o ,  f t h .  I ' l i en  1 ' l l  fo l low in tmr >. pi  < 0  d i " ' - ' in;  n f

'1*111111 .lip, , l"ol,mill at 'nn .l.'lflilla ’ WU-'., p .
t m m n v  l.i, i.vu-n I 1 ' " " I  Mu,." "m.

’ I'ji-Iii, I . rl Mil < 1 ' ‘Hi. lal III tin 1 ' i f i g i i  M n a r y
Mm ic rr/' ih iliii l . ni l ' l l  ( r i m  d m  ft, dill.

* U rijtiiiirir, a ii, hi a, ucd In Indy.
* I l i i i r l i iM  i k a ln u i  tn C i ■ - t im ri. i , t ,n ir i ,■ ,jts 1

/SS& ' c°i^ X
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^  ^Tne Cband Council, at which it will be decided 10 leave tl««* League ol 
Nations on the iBth, the second anniversary of sanction:. I bis is how 
Italy ti members and takes her revenge. In any case, the anti-Leagurrs 
are already so numerous that we might think of founding a league of 
the nation:, not belonging to the League cl Nations.

I protested to Drummond about the activities ol British agents 
among the Abyssinian M p i s  in Jerusalem. If they continue, we shall 
allow on, Vrabic radio sendee freedom of act,on again. Drummond, 
who is a genuine convert, is also going to telegraph .0 support our point 
of view at 1 he London Committee.

O .  io m .n  2b. Talked to Hotta about drafting the agreement. 
Nothing else important.

O u toh eii  27. In the xnornin- I >«' 1 r,‘,u‘V *  1-ithu.uuan
join millst. who wrote an abusive article about me some months ago m 

.. If, war vc rv emban asserl and blushed, particularly in Ins ears 
and his chin. I spoke to him politely and at wnu length, win, h had
ih. effect o f  nuking him even hyer.. . .  i n. {.as arrived With the lest <>i (I,,

( ..venation wit ' f  elhri"- him tint in Italy .he nrn.i
de ri ut on ' m le a point ol teiiui,,

. , , ,  , ,1 1, i.rn M nisi, ' I knew that the. wasbase,st-minded Mmistrv n (h> I 01 -ign •
it., immediately went o I into a tirade eoini' to tinner the dove-, o l I  le unm. ,

1 * , . > , I , , , , . I 1 I r<“| H* I «» » .Hill till II 1 llIK'v Williavail,'1 N e u r a d i  a n d  (lenmin diploma^ m
hi • naiional D ip lo m a t .  1 «„uk the opporl <V ■'! adung for von

' I,( rn playnn, a double game ft), too long.
dev, leu........w h w . e trust the nmn He ■ agreed and

. ,,, ,1 r, ......ilk to the 1 nhn 1 . Mr. skcdt, r i.iy arlv ,, e about .1 mcr e. .o,.
V (i l   ;* l - .my , a . m w o u l d  b. t he  . l o ng  'I hr dl i . inee I u een the

‘ „  .llllM, i h.r.ed 1,111 )Ve ,11 oil «h* i‘ l«l«ny "<
d o , ..... .. , common <te tiny. S .m t stabunt.

,...........t; 'j ' denicn;.! r a lion in (lie 1 oru Muss, ill 111 v as imigirih ■
d„    dent. ' at,on 1 have eve, s ,1. Stature

H‘n' •'/ , n The (Jermaii’i were moved by tin D urr’s
** ■' 7 V" ! ' ,1, ncn-.i radon anil da/./led by our e o lo n ia n d  < an sun,
kpeech an, 1 t a l k r d  l o  .’ ' "  in iibout thr r- le.iie ol Markolf.' Nv.t

*l!, ' ‘" p  usual, ap," alyptie proplie, i<", aboni what will
" m' “ I’" 1 1 , ,  I,, ,,d'.l,ip with t.eninin’ II the agreement
happen d w< ' , lhcri ■ „ he a univeis ,1 deluge,
wun Japan votu<“ o, • _ , . y(. ,ral() , ,|, bvercl by IV,,I,.

S, .mt llunvr !•' vv- - i icct mr in p, usselsd' It is interesting that
l,,: , , n. „.0Ve I think 1 ought to go. I telephoned

l .d, n should have m.utf
• K n , t , I I  I I ,  a, ' V | " ‘ y (i iM

’ 1 a t , ' l l  > •• , ,| I | „ ,  , . It ' l l ,  I ' f  Min ' ' in ,  vv II ,0 I lk  i In

’ A Nine Hiv" < ,1., nuc.tinii i*f tD Fw Cut.
Hi HH'vrlfl i»i Novrmt r̂ l f’ 1 ‘

•,,S72
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Convei ation with Dal bo. As alw ay., sou' and treacherous. H e is 
sniping a.' the. Part; and at the same time trying to save in;, stooge,
I.esson. .

N o v k m i j e k  3. Th. Duce was making fun of Gramli to-day. Grandi 
really (lacking the N on-lnU rventian Committee too heavily. He 
.sends the Stefani A g e n c y 1 announcements wliich the C hief'clesrrihcs a : 
‘Dispatches from Auslerliw .

A ldro-aiidr1 has read his speech to the Nine-Power Conference in 
Bui.sels. f t  was apparently received with chilly silence, though they all 
• • ah. d it was the only realiaic speech.

' lie Japanese Ambus: a dot asked me again for assurances about our 
attitude towards Russia. '1 he (act. peak for themselves, (.fur Impedeu . 
have also spoken.

Admiral l ien.old, who has con. back irorn the exercises at I’ .eria 
lor the implementation o f the Nyon agreement, t Id me that, v  file tin 
Lnglish Admiral was polite, die fren ch  Admiral wa extremely dis­
agreeable The French stall olTum; had more sympathy for di< 
Spanish Nation ilists.

N o v e m i u  r .j M .0 Sant i M u i r  do, h Angeli and the usual 
11 lemony in honour < I the U nkn oun S. ldi' r.

Aimivi 1 ary o f  Vic tory l,)ay.a

N o v i .mof. k y,. 1 met von Kibla.istrop at tin station. ITnst.sel u .n  
g o  rn with rage,

< ion. enation with the Roumanian Cahinrl Minintei ii nm e u .1 I 
alluded to the pact which is to be signed to-m urovv ...ncl .ot that .1 
< min i ux Puumaui.i very closely. Simph liu the reaMm ..l liei alarming 
pioxsmii ' to tie Bolsheviks Itiu.hai' 1 must tui-nlalr  her ttyiiipn'lties 
tov. u Is (lie powerful new anti-t ,>mmuni:t system

t u i v c  atiou wiih Ribbentfs ,• t lot’ c.l (Tassel. We h o d •• tew 
detail: |o| 1 mol I(iw’* 1 t I enir.ie. I lls 1 llg'lish, il seems, h e :;n >Wn
tin Japan that they are \ . 1 r \ w e e d  at i 'r  : ;niue, *>f lb' gait-
Tlier le. 1 tha the tysti is closing against tin in

I toll I 11 I urk i 11 \ . 111 mss at I a 11., it I .. ill ll< 11 go to A in ala n a i J the
p>' hmtuury eon htiom i"i itch visit at' n nliz* I, th e i s "  ..uy, until
tin Linpirr e reeogni/.ed. i w a ;p ie lo ,  '-'tubbing.

N o VE st 111. n (1. 1' •: sigm . I the Paet tins 11 . ruing'. ( fur «  c. 1 n:it j his

ol in .. mnspl ic d'.tinil'Tr m like chit nl the usual *» |1 main m e  
''ion; Three nnte-ii in e > riniii1, 1 .act! r 1 pon 1 path v.Inrli may  
pi ha p : lea I 1 In. m 1 o > \ii ■ . . ii.  it. • ■ I * •» 1 ,M at. through

1 SlrliiDt, the •IIiiiIjiI I .i i .1 |>i ■ •get) r
1 ( I. uni I .ill' *, i A o  11 I II  l i e ' .  *v I .1 I .ii lr i at tilt 1 ..H' 1. 11 lali .R ,) ,r

* •• i• *• M»'• I* '/ ■ .» Afnl • i<|iii in !. :ii
I 'Iff- (UlMiilIrp l^ iw Lro finly anil A u i l i i a  i t i * hh, |" ' I  ,,h ,M' ,n*Kr f, ii/lM,

1 Kudu lr<mr«<fU| Milliner l<n fhf ^ivy **n • ‘ |f
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'  the . i ost which is stilling the energy and tlu- aspirations oi tin young 
nations After the signature we went to see the D u e  [ have s. !dmn 
M en him so happy. The situation o f i<)3b hits been transformer!. Italy 
hat hr Ten out of her isolation: site is in the centre o I the m o t  forinul- 
able political and military com1 ination which has ever existed.

In the afternoon there was a conversation d /rue.....Duce-Cli.i'e>-
Ribbenbop. An extremely intcrciting <onversation. T have . iim- 
mai ized it iri a Minute.

In the evening there was a grand dinnci it iur I’alaz/.o Vene. ia.
T h e  W o  Jap  ncse Military Mtadics, both good Fascists, were radiant.
'They are in fivour >■ ' a military pact. I hev wei e delighted when 1 said
to tli...... m ilie Du< r ’s presence, that »ht y ought to occupy Vladivostok.
that pistol jRiinted at Japan.

N o - r :  n. a 7. The Du. • tleplo.es that Aldrovandi should have 
given his umsr.it to the sending of a ,-ond invitation J.,pan to laju
part in the Brussels Conference. He >* ri«ht wc spared
ourselves thc>: few steps in the League ballroom. I he D.ue hates the 
reputation which Italy u d w have, and warns to el a , . ,, |,y means 
Ola police US straight as the bla.U fa :  word. Moral: I have id .  .raphed 
I oh. o to'say that, as soon a die Japanese hav. r.-Iuse.I vo- will u ill,, 

draw to m  Brussel.1 I hat will bl. , he coni' o t" « ■ "L
Ribln ntiop has gone. Hot'a, Has ' I, and 1 v" ■ ' a U " ' l,lU(" 1 ir

1 >,11 .- Ii,., i RiliUrmrop too loi H.o.'f l v  1 T .
| nm ad j.b ut J'a, who is sinking hourly. top,... ol

, but U Kerins that the let. bu nts a. usd. " u s  uoug,
, , ............. .. now lord anil old. It is a great grid to me he

| ,v„| uu- , ,0.1 than any.m. and he mmle e r a .  ......... ... tor me. May
t , n| bring about •» niiiw le.

N l | , | M,MV H. ' Il l- IhlloUm. jo in '  ioo“  p i . l i e  in nil oil ,  ,• ill.:,
td n c a m * In  w»d w  b ' '  miiirttruele.I by my 0« vernment

- . ipati n tn h t rjpartitc Pa, t
( l>m I ' . "  i ul '  !-),>{ .Hid >1 . i n  mi ' n r - i i ' i !  jmv. i mi r  t«.M u ( | s

ttS " > " i . d  I 1, . . null,ue; m  ' ' to : .' I replied ‘ I 1 he not. of
1 , | Id me, end I a ill o  P I t  It toll,.- 1 nil • . 1 have nothing
u ‘ 1 j .me! shoved hint to the door, >,h*.r we boll,
, l " ”  , ., .; ..... m  u prolouiul a n d  .hilly bow.
’ ’ "Z in  Ambassador is going •<• Advt* his On,eminent I- jo in

Ik ' 11par'lie I •" . |,,e b. • it instruct, d by K an)., '  to ask lor
l h v  r Z  m , i «  u l t h e  R o m e  I V o ........ is. I s . , ............ b j e e l i n u

1 , .h' , .|1 lake pla.e ill Hudap. t, in Ja.m.iry i ague
in punt iplr li mi|;ui ' 1

• Kali! n. i mil Ihi-mary, sign..I in M  

M‘ si

i ' eoî \
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Ducc and tie Agrees. Il  is a good way of shelving the question of 
the T a r  East’ ’ —all the spotlights of world publicity will be focused on 
the F.den-Ciano meeting.

O c t o b e r  29, In the morning there was a presentation of medals 
to the widow;; o f  those who have, fallen in Spain. The ceremony was 
a success. But as 1 watched these men and women in mourning iile by 
and looked into their eyes red with weeping. 1 examined rny conscience 
and asked myself whether this blood has been shed in a good i ause.
V s, the answer is Yes. At Malaga, at Guadalajara, at Santander, we. 
were lighting in deience of our civilize don and our Revolution. And 
sacrifice are necessary in order to huge the bold and strong spirit ui 
a nation. 1 he wounded were lull of courage. One of them, who had 
lost both hands and an eye, said, ‘All I want is another hand to g o  
back to Sipuin with.’ It sounds like a pliras< in an anthology, but it 
came from the lips of a boy of twenty, maimed by the enemy’s steel but 
happv becan, the Duco bad slopped for a moment to talk to him. i he 
Germans who wen- with us have It nut something.

1 In Ducc isn’ t keen for me to go to Bru" II things considered,
In is right. Without prep, ration, a conversation with Eden would be 
useless and possibly harmful because of the disappointment w hich 
would result from it il m ce . ary, we can always lind an opportunity 
later. 1 spoke to Perth, who w.is not t ry convinced by my argument;..
11, personally was in favour ol the nit cling, w hi' I) wt mid in his opinion 
havt done murli to clarify the situation

O c t o b e r  30. In the morning 1 had a conversation with Philip of 
Hesse on his return Irom Berlin, where he had seen Hitler, d h c  truth 
is tit 1 Hitler w.i» very angry with Ribhciitr> •;>, lint btx ause of what lias 
happened - 1 lilli't tp|C ' e. ol the Tripartite Pact and tl. tins to have 
origin Un I 1 himself— I ml bet misf, 1 ■ mi ran to Ins instructions, Kihbcn- 
nop had kept 1 he v hole thin" .1 sect' ' from Neurath Now the quest ton 
is settled Kibbentrop will be Neurath's suet c -or.

I! s asked tr» s<'- rn mead', no, oilier, so I saw him it the Gi.uid 
I loti 1. lb  wax excited and nervous. I f  told nit. that von II u el-, 
will had .spoken in a ' 1 i ‘ hoso.le way about It,ah in t oiiveisation sitli
I111.. 11 (■ :.;> vvu. loyally indignant, l h - w inted to go straight to I. rliu
to ask lor I kissel's si a l p  Thin would In all lilt 1 a-at r, a I l isscl h"nst II 
w as going to If i lin m complain ab, ait P.ibbt 1 1 -p. I he hiiluef ' ’nil 
be a I tie to bquii l.o e i mn a a r< suit ol hi - wit coiu [ilaint. 1 aib tsed him 
not to go, but t" v . • . An-, -iiddeti .m l uni a  pi v i e d  j r- mi y on his 
p in  would g i vt 11 ie t i otliei il 1< (us i. i tons the 1 A 1,1 ei U
to In: b ru .ien  hint and us, not benvern him and his bn Tossy. II 
has written. Kassel really is hostile to l usci i and an netny ol the 

1 In 1.1,sink In ttu mi15ir.nl.



Kome-Bcrlin Axis. He goes about telling a story that Streieher, ’ when 
pa tsing through Rome, \ isilcd the German school and showered praises 
on a girl whom he picked out as the most intelligent and best-looking, 
bhr was the only Jewish gil l in the school. . . .

O c t o b e r  31. Inaugural ceremony at Guidonia.*
A  great commotion in Paris as a result of Cerruti s departure. It was 

a situation which had to be cleared up. W c have now cleared it up 
and it was the right thing to do. II wc are going to get France to 
recognize us, it will certainly not be by smiles and concessions, which 
L what Cerruti wanted, l'he Germans are vir\ favourably impressed 
by our gesture.

N o v e m b e r  1. i okyo has agreed to the formula of the Tripartite 
P an  I’hr signature will take place on Saturday at 11 a.m. Working 
out d 1 ails is a lengthy and meticulous business with the Germans and 
thr Japanese, and they wanted to settle even the most minute qm uiom 
o f  form. Something very important has lapjxncti. u* alliance <>l 
three military empires the1 size nl Italy, G c m i a m a n  Japan throws 
an unprecedented weight of armed strength into die balance ol p a w n .
I upland will have to reconsider her position everywhere.

C o m . . .alien with the King ol Greece. Pohtc mocles. burly hank, 
lb: was anxious to talk about politics, though l'< ' J|k<. th. sub|c« 1
I a,,ve him 111 outline of ihe Rump, an situation and -“am. very calmly 
and ''-tv firmly, that, w h i le  we wish fm peace, wc are prepnred for any 
t ei nlu ilih if we cannot obtain recognition ol our 1 ai! - national

T h e  Romc-Berlin Vxis is, unequivocally, ■ k" ' .  t0 "•••kon
w j,l, C)th( m must make up (licit minds m be il < friend:. 01 its toes. W  

|„ .(It it it I. p.uair T..,b ,n.d thee. e. I eoiitil on Greek hi. id- 
‘ , l ie  aa.Gmpre- (d, a n d  n ,s even morn nipre d when 1 told him 
p n , ;n , | ; Balkans w» 1 an air* !\ count al>soluteh 011 certain •.tales 

illusion to Yugoslavia u aso ln  ion In any case the lit o fadvance 
l, j)V ti,,v i Salonika for the Serbs, 1 irana and Gorlu tor us
I I '- '( ’ r. tk' knou this and arc frightened. 1 don't think my kind words

“ Y d  in t il in}- the ideu from his mind, lc is, al'tei all, an uh .» 
!Y,nz,ui -.> ..f’* h h l i  t have for son,, time hern working.

..  \ vrrv hostile spee< h from Rdeii. It was only to be
' Y 1 , V  , recoiinle himself to his h»s of fie* Ovn Ale -.inia 

' X,r  " 1 , imd us a kick on the shim. 1 have drafted bifomu a
.............  Cnr « , b « , . r , . 1. l v „ ; ........

, 1 , . ' Saturday » r i l ' '  rn|>arli..; l u . l ,  . inn.............. .
theory, but in i»< 1 unmistakably amt B n tis>.

’ ,> 11111» Stretcher, editor n ceiilfl ■ I ■ n.uni

<SLOCTOBER 3 0 , 1 9 3 7
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we must give the impression that ihe Rome bio.: is really solid.
1 he Dure came back in the afternoon, and 1 had a short conference 
with him.

N o v e m b e r  9. Echoes of the Pact continue. I have been thinking * 
.1 lot about future developments. We must not go about asking little 
slates to join- it. must remain a pact ot giants, but three countries 
int. 1 csl me: Spain, representing the prolongation of the Axis to the. 
\tlautu ; brazil, in order 1.0 shake the whole democratic system in 
South America; and Poland, as a line oi defen. : against Russia, fo r  
Spain \m- must wait, brazil requires immediate attention and 1 huv. 
telegraphed to Eujacono.1 For about a year l have been subsidizing 
the Integrulists- to the extent of 40 contos a month. If  in these days 
ot aruggle it is neec.s,ary to intervene on a larger scale, 1 shall place 
the sums at our Ant lias-, idor s disposal.

Dined with Wysorki,'1 when- I met beck’s wife and had a long talk 
with l.ugobianu, who has 1 .i .uied in the hope -very possibly a vain 
hope -ol retting the foreign Minhtry in the next Cabinet. I proved 
to him i f  a boumania mm has no alternative but to align hcrseli v,iilj 
out formidable anti-Rus-ian system, llu: Russians are her daiitu-r,

.en o me as all it . than as enemies. Ihe Roumanians may as vw II 
waste no lime, in making sure of our friendship and protect i >n

N o  1 miii it Pi. I he Duel lias jx rsonally drafted Iijurnwj >ur 
l U p l u m a i ic a  Ni|g£.in 1 ply to Chamberlain.

Periin.ix'Mfa-. irmtle a licrec a' t.n k on the governing clitjiie in Poland 
T h. sc in tru d e d  An.el In5 to take up their defruee. The; v.dl lie 
grateful. \n atl.u k on a eountr is merely unpleasant, an attack on 

pn ion.ililief produces . change oi heart, flint is the moment i" set to 
Work M '  . inwhi l '  K i i t q M  1 m a k i n g  things t utiet l or  us. I h e  <«y o f
1 lull !\ ny '. iii'li Ru. sia li I. d o  dene Poland linm | lining the ’ • 11>■ >' 

tile Pat 1 only inako it 11 ■ 10 i 1 1 her that lit r pint e is with the I'a .< int 
HlBtt' .

1 lie,, si 11! im< a e'l.l lei Monday He- Cmuinitii • • h i< I' is to make
.0 1 an) , in. .a " f  I hi l 'i 's  1 et 1 |>i i> ai. I he visit will lie in May but we
nin:, 1 think a I nail it we waul to do I liings propel ly, I uni |*ttMn ularl> 
tout eiiK-tl 1 built Hit' decoration ol llie sheets, l lit la i 'l"  Wt have 
alnuy <J• iii> it ill a aniinUipl.i e, eoiinlr il ,■ d, 11111111»'a" ue'.sml j 
WU\ .

1 Van enzn I i i ja 'r" c '■ tt 'li.ie 'uii!.., i jr lineal 
Vllr l t l ., ■ ili.l a 1 * .a til u'Mi, |,.:, t. 11 , ,liw .lv - I  liy 11II- v " " iim i-r.t in

I ofuhri mi 47
" A lfrril W ,<« ki, "t li/ili A • |nr in Ktiriit .
* I't m i l l  1 - r ■ ninny II .| 1 P | < 1 , 1 111 mt J|o> \r».!: • ( • ’ ’1 " * •
' * •KlVillltli *'Ml“.»ldo, <:<Uu >1 ■ < t|* I • I'. 1 I pit j-' ( . // / W* »/'' .  ̂ 1 ' *•
' I hi ftitliAf) i:i|iU' a ln .| n| \  u,ti mini ' ef to I K 1 rruni 1H7M

tO 9 f .
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•- / 9., * ,‘, . a ' i  ̂ , a . «, <• Ik. J   A ^
p s 2̂ _.«̂ 5>'Talked to Solini,1 who would like to have a legal congi-cs*. Ir seems 

to me a harmless idea.

! N o v e m b e r  11. I have had another request from Eden lor a meeting
in Brussels. I sent for Drummond and told him J thought I could not 
accept, pa.tly because o f the place, partly because ot the taint League 
atmosphere of the setting, partly because of the moribund condition 
into which the conference has now sunk. But it must not he deduced 
from 'his that I do not want to meet Eden. On the contrary, 1 should 
he only too pleased. But somewhere else, and alter .uitable prepara- 
ti in, ri order to ensure that the meeting dots not lead to illusions, 
controversy, and disappointment.

Anfn o lias patched up a blunder of S; lata s in \ ierma. Saluta, who 
had been instructed to put before Seliuschnigg two hritish documents 
which compromise Schmidt - began asking fm conliwmations, with­
drawals, el i he scandal would have compromised our intelligence 
service. Anluso drew a veil over the whole ailaii. Sdiusehnigg has 
tol.! him th..t, if  and v. hen we wish, he will sack Schmidt. A ver\ good 
thing, because he i:, a treacherous man.

N o v i  miu tt ic. 1 he press has made a lot ot no r e  a b .m  my 
interview with Perth. God knows what would have, happened «l 1 bad 
cons, nted to meet Eder . Howeve r, it i worth registering the tact that 
so:n> • fii111, i happciiisu; and there lev hei u ' 1 * 1,1 ’

II lla thanked ..... I'm our altitude it lau m is. II. i,nc a' - us not lo
withdraw mu delegation as it is still useful in obstructing dess,on- 
hostile to Japan.

Received dn- Iti a/.ili.m A . i.Im .sailor. I told him ol our sympathy lor 
,1m p ,|icy of \ .irpa.v' and promised him the ■ upport "I the Italians in
H, ,,,! w|„, , . indeed (particularly tin... in .Am I’mlo) for obvious

, , II1S ,,| |0i al mien si not .aieh in t.v.mu of Inti ", alt;m
, ,t ion with Phillips 1 \ i  ne, explanation o f the background

U,d the jeMilts .a the Irip.utile Pact. He has been imprrsiecl by
I, ||(il,.-. |„„ ,|, i p k iw t  f . W  ■ in which he talks about the Russian 

|,arai mils lor the revolution ii P-'in.

)t ; , \|. il l*■ ei -I.m: ta l k  v. i t l i  th< D u c t  1 le l l a  , se.. o t f
i | |,k1 |.ii.ii. I> d full nit iii11» an attack mi dieliv a reiir .rk oi ’  11,11

, 1  ,1 lersisteiil anti- ram M emleue.es. Ill tael tor
murgi' . yi^.rnlina tla.ilre h a;. Ih-cii the'U cm l ami- fascist

,,nm; ' ' ' V Y ' V .  i. acting oi P agn olV  pU y .....  U ni*IUI\ lilacs, hi) that w

. Am,:..s,>t".i ............ ..... .•'»■ *»«
' l '.‘ li.li.i \ . . . .  Cit .cli ' i ' -I "nm!  n. ■ c 
1 W ill..tin PI,ill |"i. I ’oilol  A " ••••' " U,r K ‘" " '  "  1
* M I'li,.i, i tlir 1'iriieli *1 .tomilsi.
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amounts to— the situations, character!,, and joke have obvious d ia lo ­
gic'. He accused the intellectual and bourgeois classes of cowardice, 
inertia, and love o f a quiet life, arid declared that as long as he i'. alive 
he will keep them on the move ‘ to the tune of kicks on the shin’ . ‘ When 
Spain is finished I will think of something else. T he character of the 
Italian people inusi be moulded by fighting.’ He has banned the play. 
Plato was prepared to ban the Odyssey and even music if it seemed 
flabby and depressing.

Bare I la 1 talked to me about the Pofiolo d ’Italia. He can't gel the 
circulation 10 increase - a phenomenon which ties up with the and 
l a f  :sm of the bourgeoisie. Even the D u c e s  articles don r send the 
sales up, u n lcs  thousands ol'Iirc are spent on newsboy and the Puli', 
forces arc mobilized. T o  think that the Dm e believe- that the Italians 
are waiting impatiently for these articles of his. 1  he Lour t oisie often 
makes one sick.

Anri it i this bourgeoisie which is at the moment wildly happy 
because of the non-existent negotiation', with London. 1 IccMru lined 
to get back to the truth o f the situation bv publishing an Informazione. 
Difdomalka.

N o v  m hi:k i.p A strongly anti-Japanese motion has l;eei> ’" ’pared
111 Brunei 1  he threads of the plot against Tokyo are beginning to be 
uni a’ •' lie 1. Nothing could be more dangerous than to fall lor this 
echnique o f jadlcetive security. If  your fingci gels caught in the 

inacJiin ty, y^^rlilfcc vour wholi arm. 1 lave draltc I tf> announce- 
in, nt o f  our negative vole, which Aldruvandi will make to-morrow, 
:md sho> ii t to I lona. Hotta, for his ) art, has told me that Tokyo is 
pi park ( t< recognize FranCO and htuftsked me fot information about 
the stat. of allaii s in White Spam. At tin ■ .me time lie. wkod n helhr.r 
we art’ renrly to ui .eorcnfbi mal re . .ignition " ,  Muwchukuo. 1 mya«-l! 
i ;tVe no ol.jeeti'it., m tlx present state o f  allaii.. hut we shall '">.e to 
Durne. to in ireineoi u u llerlm.

(..unde talk' d to me on the subject .f the handing over > >',y*
tin /V.,,,. - ii the .‘ qiaiiisli na . C  iviiyii ri is makoqt did < uhi«t 

bei ausc tlu September instalment ot die price of the tw - siibui..rine» 
he .n’ t b< i paid yet. Our “ ii lot have dways been ol.uruelive 'lio.it 
the Spanish enterprise T hey hate anything v.hi li may jks'ssi!,ty mean 
i1 .. ii u" much os i m or-buti" It of their S' - ' • • UV ■ u

*i , ml.nit hi. > n11 ivut<" > of th.u internali'in. i law which, in order to 
wage wai properly, they ought to despise.

j inn In ,n, Ila lieu to tlx Spanish throne, has askr I to see me. We

I I l ...i |l„, .. Ill n ) '/«./« ,1-M k. 'll. .»»<•>' 1-1'* ,i'u,,'l"d I’V Mu ■■....
’ ill

' /V’/ and /’vf'', Ivno hfilf - slrflh t •«-n.
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must '>c very .aitlious, although I myself bclirvc in tlie nccw.in lor 
the restoration of the monarchy.

N ovi.M BEk 15. A Jong conversation with Chen Kting-po. I found 
1 him aiyd and, away from hi: own world, much less brilliant than I

remembered hint to he. 1 expounded the Following thesis. Jap an  will 
o/ci '.hrhn you militarily and the democracies will not give yni any - 
practical .■-.istance. Your only salvation i: to be found in direct nr , 1- 
li.irons through the mediation cl Italy and Germany. And the sonnet 
the better. I gai henvl that the Chinese ere relying upon the vast size, 
of then country, but they forget the < Inna «. vital points an on the sea 
or the rivers and tli l the Japanese na\ y can operate unopposed. I have 
sent a telegram to Chiaug Kai-shek setting out my point ol view.

i t the afli ' n ion 1 here was a rm cling ol the Committee for the 
reception of the FlihtW. 1 intend that everything shall be perfect.
Ih.it is whv J have started thi organization sis months in advatui 

Y  erday cverylxuiv respond'd with cntlui i m  1 he int.-t delicate 
prohlcnt is relations with the King i'tihret got Il<-;v< to tell me that 
lie did n o t .a n t  to stay at die Qpirinal.* I 1 at i.u.t he'.oil have n. go 
tim e o n .  day. 1 am thinking of splitting the visit into two parts, a vihi* u> 
the King and . visit to tile Um c. Wc shall have to exercise .1 lot of tart.
It i a dilhc ull subject and people will be only too icady to criticize.

N u v 1 m m. 1, lb, Mn .olini v.ti; very plea'ed with \.<h > ivandi ■, .u.ue-
1 in in in 1 a ! ' ‘U - a 1 lownr i e ht No At I * 1 have .hr kind of diplomacy 
1 lit,., he said to me Me talked ni length ihout die nv essitv lor 
rede, niirig Italy’s reputation as a faithless nation- Him on irk usrl to 
...,v 1 hat y<> 1 ii' ii  h.r - . jiolicy wid. Italy when she e Uithless both 
(lS Iricinl nr i.'-. Dent, at r.  alum |ik« < c.icrM.r 1 prove that l'twcist 
j ,  is 10 lotigei the Italy of intl’i .urs who prostituted herself to the 
deni' > rat i's.

(.lire Knut! ;»> liar asked me to sound 1 • - >•<., in rriv name, uln.ot 
<)|in<j l,„ ,„n ,f , :u lh gave me to uncferst.mil that the recognition 
(,l M linkin’ might be * orttetled.

\ (II1 ll.« cl t.ilked I" me ..gains! f o In is. hnitfg, who is ■ m l, in coin .a-..
,,, ,,,,, . his inlnistn 1, to hav i de. I.m d himsell in tavoui of 

an no cement \\ ith I’i jg.c and therefot c with the western demoern. in , V  ;
I i(,ld I didn't believe the report-Sclmw lun ,g I.......» that that would
me m brio abandoned by us, • hieh would be the end ol Austria.

1 , „,1 j .  ,, |uan, h "Itr. King of Spun, lose, the Du. . Ih e  Duo- 
I . . - | , 1 , , iet for ntona. eluev titan h.r i <'|»'-• I 'li' s to 'ta.ue
, ! ■ , .. r d t  n ' ' ■ ' .......us -

ulvup.l I,.,,. 10 I.M' • his r.gimr on the support ol the rural masse ,,
, f .| „ K»*n« P<>, thiioesr Minister I.T I'rcW Sill' l’iO|WRnHdrt.
1 Q11Jrin.il, the royal g»l*« >'• Home.

4



(ifm% \ O
\. \ 0 f) }\.\J CIANO’fl DIARY ^  |  ^

N$w_.w£$thcy .<’•<; more loyal and ]>-.s net untie than the urban population. H> 
aid  Spain should be given an imperial pirit. The present civil war 
i t h e  consequence of the psychological collapse ot 18g(l, which resulted 
in the vivisection of the Spanish soul and despair for a future no longer 
worthy of the past.

N o\ mu Kit i ■ /. Went with Cerruti to the Dtlce on a farewell visit.
At least it had the atmosphere of one. though in theory that is not the 
position. The Dure attacked French police towards us. Ccmiti 
deli tided it, ' ith letnarkahlc courage. He said we owed it to Laval 
that sand ions were not applied on oil during the Abyssinian ■ ar The 
l)uc< ad that sanctions on oil would have me. >t war. i hat was the 
n.ily reason why France didn’t want them. We sir.11 not forget all that 
I uidon did, and Paris < onnived at, two years ago. When Cert uli saitl 
that lor Fr. m e Italy is enemy No. I, Mussolini replied: ‘A  great 
honour I want to be feared and haled, t'other than tolerated o r  
protected.’ When the subject of the French army was raised, the I «• 
quoted Paul Allard's b ok and advised Cerruti to read it. At the* end 
of the conversation everybody’s opinions were unchanged And 
Fiance’s stock had shown no signs of rising.

v  iv ra n i. i l  i!F Nothing v o iih y  of nun-, except the opening of 
the Textiles lAibitinii. A pioihgy of Fascist will.

N u vLMi![•:r it). Lessona informed me that the blow ha fallen, lie 
was very sad. lit t.,1 e.d lor it He has never been bank or frictidl) to 
tha t win liav helped him. He ha- always tried to make trouble.
Now tie h e, Itdli ii into his -111 niies'hands and they will go on f'n long 
Inin altie iw is down. Tem/vi 'S eonsidere,| a loyal but ni 'hoere 
e• reutivc in •'-»< t ........ loyal than mediuere.

< hr, er.-.atiou with the i hire and Chen Kung-po. Tltr Duee repeated 
more 'i less what 1 had already said |n old Kung-po. 1’he only way 
out is t.i. i i i i-h.ib iii n tliation. '1 lu u is nollei,1- , i hope lor Irtuu 
( hine.ie arnr, .till less 1 out milit.u • . 1 from abroad. Kun; -p<> is 
going In li legiapli to Ins C o v e  nillrnt. It may be that they nil I lie 
• • i . mediation. 'I hey an di pnvsed at Sk.ngh.il Cm •’ '• " ' '-'pb • 
that for lie lie l tune he has seen I V. Soon..1 depressed, •hut i< 
inking, t . i .  him I \ m; a brave m a n .  1 ' we lel'gj.ii lied to 

f lo ra  i iah. to m in i - 1 ' he h <k •, nf  the iie.tni lions I at 0»» • October ..'il 
and ot u>\ eon rs.it.iom with Chen Kimg,-pr». 

fjjf ' Ni.V/Mt ft I'he Dtti e h.is faki ii steps about a blatantly pto- 
I . n I article in iC I'ribvM l ie  den ibc I the author, Seaulatvni,1 an,
\i h« mi of dii ;ia .

* Ciiiilturio 1 !oim, ll.dctii A tilili-d,i(|t«i to ( ihil c
,1. M V     JinriMF-I ol I mat.' r ’ lotlf- -f M.1 1 m’tr ( miUmi* K lu thck.

i i .me' ,i o St .ir .! (uni, ccm. ot f nhunu
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' '  I received the Japanese envoy, Baron Okura,1 and took him to ee 
the Hucc. He said nothing of much importance but conlmed himself 
to expressions of gratitude for our solidarity with Ins country.

Volpi pretended to lx: delighted that the ‘ lot hadn’t fallen on him’
• to go to the Colonies. But his face fell when 1 told hint that the present

situation is destined to last a long time. He was still hoping. . . .
The Brazilian Ambassador hail nothing new to tell me about Ids 

country. Vargas is looking for a formula for Brazil, l ie  ,\ill have to 
find one. Otherwise Ins movement will rapidh collapse. The seen a of
dictator hi; s o f  the right - and their advantage over other regim s...
consists precisely in having a national formula. Italy and Germany 
have foili d theirs. The Germans in racial ideology. We in Roman 
imperialism.

N o v e m b k k  m . Was delighted to sec two good f  ascist faces at the 
Palazzo Venezia— Teruz/.i and Ricci.

Halil' , s' visit to Germany is a new proof of the anomalies in the 
Reich's foieign policy. Too many < t:ks in the hcu-liousc. There nr 
at least four foreign policies Hitler’s, Gocring’s, Neurath’s, Ribbe.,- 
irmfs. Without countin: tin. minor ones. It is dilhcult to ■ i-ordinatc 
them all piopeily. All the time Nciualh has to lie dragged .dong 
behind and slows thing, down.

IT-i am 1 thinking >1 recognizing Munehui.un. Ncurath puts on 
die br.il II the Tiilirci knew- lit would approve. But the Wilhelm-. 
strase is the most obslin it fly nnii'ii rani/ir oruani:-alioii. In Italy, alter 
■ dh '• |""l. ii, filleen years to eonqurr the Palazzo t.liigi. And nitlc 
I f-“ av din a - 'i i igdc I have to make tla i goats keepstii '  to the 
l a e.i man lc.

( , aw ers.n ion w i t h  t h r  Durr a n d  G c n e i  il V i s c  ml i  • Pi a x  a 1 I' c a 
is vei  p nj  I • t lie 11 In s l o t h e d ,n I , t rue a n d  In l ieves in the  I h i  Ii 
G e n e r a l  M a e  a n d  Trent  It i n d i t a i --. nfl ieienev In I Ilf rmil .sr id' 111 

( u i e . i i  aii-iii,  .vita' l l  e e r e d  l . i i lhl iar  g i o i m d  di e  D i m  q x . i i m l c d  t w n  

i l l i c i t -  tin idea.-, \n ai m y  mu st  be p ol i t i ca l .  Not  g o  in lor p o l i d . . i 
a ct i v i l )  But e v e r )  sol di er  m u s t  h r  tin- h e a r e r  id a If . iginenL ol ’ a 

Judin, : i d f o l o e v  O t l i e r w  I--. , o u  gt n m Soldiers b u t  rin|tln\ve. ,  kr|H 
! „  ||., st .-tv O n  tins vsay o f  d u n k i n g  B.ul og l i t  c m  T '  <i - d i e  Ke: ,  ip,, 
present  .mri )  n t o "  po  • crl i l l  t h a n  the  Kai s i . r  a r m y ,  t h ou g h  i n ' e r i n r  to  

j n e q u i p m e n t ,  d i m i p l i n e,  a n d  t r a i n i n g  (;>| I’ lie s h r i n k i n g  o f  the
i, I, jndatioii lii's n. origin m die iwu and a h ill millf >u I' ad of 

dir Napoleonic wars, and the l.r. which abolished putiU ',eniturc ami 
iInis put a pri uuum mi only sons.

' Milieu o i mt a  III no o-.M K'd '..If t! Iiunil). . I I" ' "  d-*f ail • H-nl , ','i
Kill opr i a Am. I ■ a «> ' ■ " ' ' .n.sr I„

., I . j u g  . , ,| (In*. '.Mir l.'Md I ■••it. It-1 "I till- • .'iiiiirii 11. iiici.i r.lrtl 1
|.| ii n Sr. in  try it M.m ! .
' ( m n r i . i  i s .  ..-II.,., i Tin • I, Ctuli III M i l i t a r  A"m :lir  u. I irm
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. o '  c:inr.R 22. 1 hr. L)ucc rawed doubts about the political i » la ­
bility ol'Alessandro Pavolini.1 I replied that T should reject e v n v  
.luspirion tmh s it were documented in an absolutely unquestionable 
fashion.

M y  conversatii n with the Uuce was short. Decided in principle on 
the building ol the new Ministry tor foreign  Allaiis. 1 am sorry to 
leave the Palazzo Ghigi with its Mussolinian tradition. But the new 
building must play Jts pa.rt in the creation ol die D u te ’s Rome.

]u the al'crnoou f had a conversation with Giiarneri and Revel. 
Loth very pessimistic about the currency situaiion, which, in their 
opinion, i a reason to avoid action which may lead to war. 1 hey ask. 
for two year, o f  tranquillity and ten years of peace. It seems to me 
too much.

O n die Duce’s orders ‘ sent a telegram to AttohcO, to inform the 
J'iihri'i of ' ir int< ition to say go id-byc to Geneva on the 25th of 
next month. A  gesture o f  this kind, made by us alter the virtual failure 
o f Halifax’s visit to Berlin, will help towards the strengthening ol the 
Axis, or bet'er still ot the triangle. We won’t have a. meeting o( the 
Giand Council. A telegram Iron* me to the Secretary of the moth- 
e iten Lea ;nr will be enough.

N'i* ,,111111 2-j. Rei ei ■' o .1 lettia from Nmiiath, giving an account
i.l ! I tlilhx’s visit, ' th e n " . i l t :   ...... e to I ie absolutely nil. We did
wcl! not to go to BniV".Is.

fr o m  I’.u ia, 1‘runas report", that there have been outrage.-, upon the 
, , :i"i ; ol the Italian who fell at Blii ny.- If f  1 anophile lieai • Htill 
exist in Italy, 1 think the publication .('this piece ol news will be 
enough ii 1 enr. diem tor v  i 1. I 1 old , ' 1, u Lo h a s .. hr  - Liter buried
at h brims, and he r. at t< d with a violi 1 >. • scarcely > omputible with Ins 

1 1/ ntle character r have at 1 ulv sent cupin ol the report Del ( .mix 1 
, 1 , ■  1 1 Should 1 lie i > .c.* 11* 1 "ii 1, .1 -e, \v c sb.dl a k fot tin I "dies 
(0 he • patriaO-d. And v. ■ shall send tin theneh theirs.

Novf'.Miu.u 24 llie I’tiluer is m principle, in favour of mir 
v <p tilling Geneva But I ■ doe so 1 warn o w  1. thm to be tied up ■ uli 

the m u i-f .m m un ist  Part. tl prelei that it sliouhl be explained by 
i f  11 1 ect m nil ion . ! '.In I.n pi*c. About '  •. riu I u 1 no they am ..It 
v, .e, r-i mi' in Berlin, .t he pn -dem. • r.'itir in ol 'lie \Villiem*<* • i»< '.nil 
nye.n i- too poivcrltd an iriflurin e over tin l hlu t 1

I have ' i v  n Ghigi imti iirlion.. lot h 1 > ■ ixsii.it to Vienna. M 1,
nr.1 vi tv well up in oi situ.a .on and ar tner to me rntl" 1 It da< ned.

* Air- «ntlt>1 I .i.nlini, t'n -rirli'iii nt tin I i ilcmlion of llv* P 'Ii'""'" •*'<<! A ll
1 lll.uii'., on 1 lie M arne fVont, \ .» 1 hr 1 - r ,• r.1 fti-rr n Ioytit1 1. in ,1** * 1 U 1 . 01 v.11 tob

II.. 11 tilitn Ari ojtcl A n  .. C. r p .nidi ir.t lieie y 1 nsiiiilii. >•
"i I . ! I. mix ' n Mill IK . .f 1 hi A-., i.i 111.1. r.i W’nr p  HIU' I n. d 1. .11irfy.
* A i util Mr ltn.1l, I'HMill r 1! lllf (X.ilinnu) Ar.l. ilitlllll *>t r» .Onilintllhll,
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^J'-lincd the tnsj of the J1 ilian Minister at the Ballplatz as ih.it of .1 
"'it" lias to give oxygen to a dying man without the dying man’s

" a mil icing. In cane of doubt we arc more interested in the heir than 
i" the dying man.

N o v  kmui '.h J5 We have decided lor an attack on France apropos 
1 i CarripinchiV speech. 1 am not altogether certain of dir authenticity 
ol tlic text, hut the Mure wants to lire away. As a spare cartridge, he 
has in reserve the outrages upon the Jilieny grave0

'I lie Duce thinks of leaving Geneva on December i 0, with a Grand 
1 buncil for the occasion. Not earlier, in order not to give olfeiice to 
Stoyadinovich 011 the c'\* of his visit to Italy.

Meanwhile Berlin informs ns that tor the present they do not. mean 
to piorecd to the recognition of Manclmkuo, though tht y leave us 
liberty of action. Wc shall recognize. In a few days— not to-tlny, in 
order not to spoil the Gennan-Japanrsc anniversary.9 We have the 
additional motive of having to do something in return for tin recogni ­
tion of our Empire.

Aufuso has gone to Vienna. IF b taking Schuschnigg a Czech 
document containing seriou statements of Horn hostel:i (Schmidt?) 
against the Axi and in favour of the western democracies T have , 
gi-.cn tli. Chancellor■ iny opinion that it is a dangerous game. I have 
duo sent u i< py of the document to Gbring.

‘ 1 M .N o v l - iris a a< 1 I he h u e  has read in a British intenept that
1 10 Hi is spi ending poisonous 1 nun hi a ag,a 1st an I 11 c by. I ha. 1 w riled 
him ■1 bout 1 ire 111 :» i in ecu lain pciluiral eot> >ur Now f um pi ■ a ed 1 i1; 111

M dir Duct s request IVsnco 1.1 giving utk 100,000 * q| steel \ 
go 'd 1 hing. la'i .one mean win lu pi ovtn. lion 1 in be •.[ h < • !.-d up ! i\ I tv a. *
Besides, u is -v I.i'-iv .■  in Pn 1 G i 'u siiicri'iis ol 1 lain o’s sentirrientj 
towards us. Mam people an: In i-innim. to huve douhi.H l, honestly, 
have n.'iir I d o , 1 w i ,  h c on- ab-mMe doubts ol the li.meviy o f 
S.mgroui: 6 and il< 11 ' ’I the i 11111,11 Ministry. fhe> t >o belong to 
intenmt.i l' ‘ diplom u v

Dimiei.'i.. h uiour ot’( Iki.nu . 0 Jap uiese Embassy, Motta (old ine 
11,,,l 0(l. o u id in 1 at Brussels 1 Infinitely convinced I'okyo «. I oui 

i' Min 11' 1 v mil llial coiiJi"(Ueutly n illb. possible tn .•■ •an talking .ifsout 
u pari loi unlit u , consultation again. I gave him tn understand that 
, ,,,■  | r r f , |L|/e A1 an ukti Japanese military men <n lan:iii-.;l!iy

vin’o-ltuh u. 'Ih iVlilit.'trv Attache was talking last night about war
1 1 i . l  '.unpin, la, I'" 1 * u,r l.‘” 11 " N ''v"
' l l . ,  i,i'i|.i'i.a An i-O ontcro I ■ <«<•' Ih-ivcvii (»-i-iii.tity suit J an, was -ligm-fl

pilp i vk, nj tb.
- II,. I.,r' H 111 ., 1, laina.inr el the t'lilaunl IVpartmout *>t ih«i AudHan 

t llimuellia y.
• IIv .j, tin- mini imp.h i .. , up cl Iiulmu •" ' l"imili'io
* | A .!• Sniuji'oiii.' 1 ilcl ul die ■ ''|.'ii " N a 1 ioiinl'vi 1 i<|.i<-o-atit* < ftbilirl.
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^ ' ^ w i i l t  lingland. As he lives in V ia  Addis Ababa, he said that lie in 
hoping to move soon to V ia  Tunis and V ia  Cairo and, in Tokyo, to Via 
Singapore. The Naval Attache asks us not to deliver to the U.S.S.R. 
the very svsil't cruiser now being built by Orlando.1 * * 4 The Japanese 
would be prepared to buy it. T h ey  are afraid of its speed, if  it is 
sent to Vladivostok,

N o v e m b e r  27. The. defenestration of Sehacht" is excellent- the 
thorough nazilieation of the government is beginning. T.ct us hope lie. 
will soon be followed by some more.

Saw Cini, Marziali : Felicioni,1 Baroni/’
To-day again we have found in a British intercept evidence of the 

gloomy pronouncements Cuarneri is making about the financial situa-
ion The Ducc told me that lie is keeping an eve on him be< ause of 

tl ■ Federation of Industry circles to which he belongs. 1 mentioned 
to tin: Din r  rny conversation with Cuarneri ol a 'ew days ago. I cotif< s 
that I am quite calm about ihc situation. But even i f  I were riot I 
would become so by my contact with Mussolini s imperturbable 
■ a.-ren iy. lie  lias always been right. And this time, into the bargain, 
lie is associated itli the conquerors on every from. Spain, China 
Afrh a . . .  It a very lew day... perhaps. >n .\ fonday, we shall recognize 
Manchukiio. V policy of realism. And even as m  aids the Chinese ii 
is the best moment to t.aki th i-: tep. 1'licy ;• e in sm h distress that they 
won't be able to ■ art. Besides, if the wai coiiiimies, Chinti will soon 
■ ease t i i  a,t. I t was hm enough to < induct operations from Nam.iug

li n ( :hun ’king, with the country ins ailed, with no communication 1 
and no ivvena<-, it will be impossible. 1  here am many indie ilions tI1.1t 
the break-up ol China is ai hand. T o  avoid it, they ought to maki 
p i , v  'in any i ondition.

. j vi Mill: r ;•••. We rci • gui/.e Mam hukuo to-innrrn . 1 inlominl 
llotta io-dfiy and he was v y plra.,cd. W<' are ga rung uround. 
Whereas tiny mu■<■> taiuty or vacillation would keep people away, the 
loyal and helpli. policy we arc cauying nut i.emen our Irn'oiI lnps 
O ur f uduet ai B: tissrls \w»n 1 he day with Japan, 'lo-nmrri.u > •aroke 
will la anoi la r i n '  ...

Sunday at the sea with Itidda. For the first tune the ihihlirn ate at 
'able with tth. I'liat ' cry  much g, a  urn tin icrling ol a family. I'or 
that reason I like it

The D u l l ' ms nUlhoi'i/.c<1 me to give the Ja i  >a • >e iC opyollj , '  plan,

1 ( trliimlii, a 1.1 ■ In•• 11 Ian 'I iliipljuiM'' ..
* 1 )i 11 jiiliitur Si I i ii i l a , I ’l, a.i in nf tin Rri ' I .imiai |(.- >■." I'Kt I' tfOla (la-

I n i l  ol .VI lninii i "I  I ' '  .mil .Vt.ii! ■'
* ( tin ai mi 11. 11 1 i  ■ a t \. 11 i, I'n.fi i i . .. • ■■

1 1 ! . '  I cliriiilll, IS r ■ ,■ at I ' 1 .■ la 1,1
4 ( illiilu Hr. nt 1 joani'il'M.
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'^ L '« 3woingapore which Perego1 sent. We must present the trill gracious lx. 
is a proof that we are now actively co-operating.

N o v e m b e r  29. I sent for Blondel in  show him t disgraceful cartoon 
m .iu.\ Ecout.s. Vfter explaining that I was speaking in a purely pi ••tonal 
capacity, I told him that insulting the sacred person of the Dtice wai 
not the way to re-establish good relations between our countries.

Opening of the Chamber. A great welcome for Papa, w ho seemed 
in pretty go<>d form, though rather pah and natch .aged. No enthu­
siasm in the Chamber for the recent ministerial nominations.

1 told the Duce about Anfuso’s conversation with Schuschnigg. The 
Chancellor admitted the authenticity of the words used by Ilornlv - tel. 
but defended him si> far a I taly is cone T rie d— he talks against the A.sis 
because he 1. anti-Nazi. I lie Chancellor was very impressed |>v the 
eM . liveiM".. <.: out intelligence service He asked i f  wc spent enormous 
sums. On the • 'outran , wc spend very little, but we have in Lmanucle 
u most valuable man.

N o v e m b e r  3 0 .  Conversation with the Chinese Ambassador. He 
wanted explanations abom th recognition of Manchukuo. He wax 
■ afraid that a step of this kind might make it difficult lor us to niedi itr 
in the conflict. I said that on the ontrary it should make it easier. 1" 
order to make peace, ( Ihina will have to recognize Manchukuo. ft.ilvN 
.11 tiuii h i-, made till easier for her.

lalked to the l’ole about the general situation. He asked Ids listed 
uuintcllii rni (jnextioiis

Nothing- e|si

111 ..EMI’ R 1. I III Dui.C liar goni oil the deep end with the 
Mm tv "l I’opiil.i. Ciilimc tin 'ii.iidiin; tin film V./;..iJrone .'hun-'o to 
lljiypt. It ,' jx an idio.ic drug to do. If  wi ha e a pro Arab p hey, 

i the po''it * •' l iving up 10 da hgyptiaris the spn ,u:le of Arab*
I,Plug :.eicn 1 i|i< illv i n . r . i ' i 'd  be out troops:1

| . , the |apaii 1 Military At 1 lie th" plans of Singapore. I h
VV!l!j mill nipressed by ' S gestm-. 'A'e must actively work on the 
j ,I, ,(S!. • nct.d Stall', ui order to arrive at the military agreement 
mini h .done tau decide the issue u itb Kngland. I.nglnml i ; evidemly 
1lf j niii'ie 1 ' it y Lorai.u.' told a diplomat in 1st,unhid that, wl n 
p j | js ly, .she will dislio. 11 ■ ami smith 'hr Dine I |p j.,
■ xa.'irer itinr. And it isn't altogether necessary lo r us to wait tor tl ,,
. late of perfrt t readiness about which 1 am in any ease » 1 tie . eptic.d 
Ik i hap:; the arms will be ready, but wlmt about tin lru-iii'

U r i i. miihr Nothing particularly important.
' * Mi-.no i', r. o<. Italian »“ Suign|K>fr.

’ ,Xu I’n iv  I u'l.iii,.* Ili iii.iii Ai.iliiisnwltn in Ankna. ?!un. nlril Lon I 1’eitli r,
Ahiliii.vmrl .r "i It ,111: "1 M.li itl.jU-
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dinner ihe Ducc told stories about, his youth with great /est. He 
s.iid the his lather tvas fond of his debts and, even when he was able 
to liquidate them, he kept them, at least in part, on principle. The 
father’s last debt was paid by the Ducc two days ago.

When the D i c e  starts to talk, he is delightful. 1 know nobody who 
uses such rich and original metaphors.

Dave Grand! instructions to protest about some anti-Italian remarks 
of Sir Percy T.online. He will have to see Chamberlain in person,

Dui.i.MDEr. j. Conversation with Bocchini. Nothing new He in 
busy preparing for thcvis ilo i  Stoyadinovich. 1 here ...1 .1 danger of a 
Croat onlrag but the man has now been identified and will lie arrested.
I will tell tlx- Yugoslav Mimstci about this at the end of the visit

Com er :.lion with the Dnki ol Aosta. H< is very const ions of the. 
weight o f  hi n pon ibilities, which is .1 good siyii. but he still seems to 
me rather bewildered. He is a sympathetic inan, and I w, h him success 

with all my heart.
The Jr , . ne Hooding me with insulting anonymous letters, act using 

me of having promised Hiller to poisnute them, ft is not tint. Ihe . 
O r m a n s  have neve.- mentioned tins siihjr-.t. to u Not dr. I I ■ lirve 
that we ought to unleash an anti-Semitic campaign in h a lt ,  ih e  
jirohlt m dot 1 l evast here. J here are not many Jews and, with some 
exception1. their i-, no harm in them. Am! then the Jew;: should ru v er 
be p. ■ i"en.i.ed .u Jt;>v 1 hat produces soli.larii among Jew . all over 
ti , world. Tht r e  ire v> iti uiv othei pu texts for a • , ickim; them. Bin,
( repeat, the problem doesn't exist l i n e .  And perltap in sin dl doses

J. v i ,ue nive sary to society, just as leaven ,-t m-n wiry to hre.nl.

| . I ,  i mio e. .j. The Duce infoimi: 1 rr.e of his mrisions about die 
n,«w dim I t'.1 programme for the Navy. I .tindelighted. I have vwitmn 
in my own hand to Goring, who since January has been insist t 
tile construction ol the two new 35,000 touners.

A very mu resting conversation between Grandi and Isilen. * 1 ' rvr 
that really, pani. uliu ly since ihe J ripai lit*'. Pat 1 I .ondoti wants m .oin c 
to un mulct i .m III Ith 11. 1 tin a n d  is pl< 1 Ml 1 d < veil lot • r ea l  s.m . t l f ' e i .

.- And I 1 all. < 1 ri ,iii\ < use, in 11 !(■  w da s s we shall d 1 o\ our b"Uib u ml <\,| l
Cencv.i. And ms site FHhrrr in pledged to announce that < ’**•*

- r  no 1 intend to return to the League, tlie British attempt a ’ negotiations 
' it i-m '■ < 1 •.... 1 rial.c any headw n As i;n a we • 1concerned, I lave

*?;$•*(i*r. 1 Crnmli in1 'ruction* similar to those ol last Minim 1. m  1* • i.oin- , 
plcte xgreriiiere : till reeogni .m  ol the l. inpii. > n> 111 * 1 'mut.

I lie Pop,- h given me the P i.ii .i G rin d  C o w  Pn arm wro ,
a vi 11 nl 1 < r t ,,mate letn-r, mil 1 re.pbrd with • i|ita 1,1111111

1 , * M«rt»ltlii|,r OiiMrpfM f'i/.irdn. Aticiin Set I 'lary I'W I »■ ' ■ ■■><linaiy /'ll.iin H<
, 1 ■ ■ . 1 1 iriliiml 1 f'-v . lava Inn 1.
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s '-£f.5£>i51;c !••mu k tt 5. Neurath’s meeting with Dclbos at thr station in 
Merlin is now seen in ts true proportions as a purely formal gesture.

"J"lie* preparations for Stoyadinovich’s visit are complete He arrives 
at i.ru t >-night. I shall b< at the station with the Dure. I have tak, n 
pains about even the smallest details of the visit. I his man has shown 
himself a t" nuinc friend, anti J want him to have an exceptional 
welcome. In the first place, because I regard the Belgrade Pact1 as 
lundarnentnl for our polie.y. The alliance with the Slavs allows us to 
vi> v wait calmness the possibility of the Anschluss. Alter the signature 
the Kin;; h id me. that he considered this action to be the. most impor- 
t nt effected by the regime. Anri then 1 have a personal liking Ibr 
StOy.idinovich. Strong, sanguine, with a resounding laugh ami ;. 
vigor ms handshake, he is a man who inspires confidence. He has 
confidence in himself and lie is right. Ol the politicians l have nu t so 
l.ir in my European peregrinations lie is the o ie who interests me most, 
flic French and English find it hard to swallow this visit from  an 
intercepted telephone conversation between the British Press Attache 
arid a journalist it appears that the British Embassy is spteading a 
rum iur that we mean to tie it]' Stoyadinovich more 1 1 >scly than ,.,er 
with e by cxploitii . his weakness lor pretty women, dlu’ie is an 
elt.’netil ol until in this. The D uct, laughed when I told him licit,
1>e».ide: the official eruptions, 1 It v<* laid on a few dances with the 
preltie.-a worm 11 in Kiauao society.

1 informed Ilotta ■ I our new uavul pm nurmie n d  hint! 1 VttgueK 
it .or leavirn. k>i ueva. I 1 is to happen on Saturday 1 1 • I'

|ii t.itj.uii 1 (i. V .T  • nsy with S.’s v it He hud a convejsation 
with me and af’teri. 11 d . \v''h die Da. i At liid lie wie wi Ottilia
r ........... I lu ll he n  laxt ■ I a n d  ' a l l . ed • al l  Ins i i v i .i 1 opc 11 li anki u  .is. I ir
nut d tie between I lie t\,o me .1 1 . nt well. J hey have mad ■ n il 1 . wi'

j\ .. i on, a I. I the f  ret. I lauionali'l lor tin ft• -it t.nle n I tirili 
ycslci la.. 1 he Duce approvi ol the sett in;; up of arms dr pots t 
t lie in mtirr.

IP p M(l, ;» yt fhe v ai continues. Second eonviisation with ihe 
; made ol tx th - ■ >«»• crsaliom. All well.

I r ,. Miir-.n ft \ o it to tlie 1 ihi ' 1, in th P'otinc Marshes.•' Sto> cli- 
i, I, c , „„  re a n d  more into the .pirn nflhe thing. He 11 getti. 

to l ik e d ,  ip, a ol hVa tatorship. He hie >aken up the Roman salute and 
w. tin his cloak with tin bather lining outside, because it is huore 

military'.
I'll,, , )> „ piJjikal 'I ..........  hrtweci billy ami VugoslavU, w«i 29

I Mjpieii Lv l ca im.l St’iiy.idn. It •'ll Oil l.irrli . . i«,t 
| U  * | i „ . | „ .  . , | , , i- hhi.i. Mariliei, sO"llirna ul H,. im, w; ie nuft

f *tf the »h»f piei fi .a i|„ r ",»ii'
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* D e c e m b i  R f | ,  Visit to Milan. The working masses, who arc intelli­
gent, appreciate the significance of the event, and gave the visitor n 
very warm welcome. I too was given an affectionate welcome. It is 
a good plan to end a foreigner’s visit at Milan. He has a chanci ol 
seeing the city's ardent, creative rhythm. And then contact with the 
workers makes him realize that the regime has really permeated the 
masses and destroyed the Marxist stronghold::. It made a particularly 
deep impression on the Yugoslav journalists, especially those ol the 
opposition,

Parentil is do big good work. He is a comrade made alter the image 
and likeness o f Starace, and for that reason admit tide lot tin present 
phase of the Party. The Podestd is a fool who v ill have to lie liquidated 
as soon as possible.

D i.c c m b e r  to. Departure of Stoyadinovich. I he net re:"hr. ot his 
trip are good. Tt ended this morning with a vLit to the local fascist 
headquarters and the laying of a wreath ‘in honour ol the tnmtyt:, ol 
the Fascist Revolution’. Not bad for a Yugoslav Prime Minister! S, 
v ill go back to build up his party on the basis of a dictatorship. He ha 
four years hclore the King comes of age. But even after that he will 
continue to exercise control in conjoin turn witli Paul.3 He li! d * V  
Mussolinian formula ‘force and consent'. King Mexander only had 
liii t:. S. wani to mala his di< tutorship popul. r. No fin,; new ns 
been put on paper. But there is now much more between the two 
countries than the Belgrade Pact. The conversationof the last ‘ \v 
<1 i y  haw w n  laid the found n io c  of a possible alliam e. An alliance 
winch mi dit l.e aimed in various directions. Possibly northwards even, 
one day. In the afternoon there was a shooting party at the Crrspis ,n 
Back to Rome in the evening.

D m  v n r  i; i i. Repotted to the J)urcon the visit !• ■ Milan. He teas 
pleased and abend' sparkling in anticipation f t die Grand C oimcil 
to-night. I have communicated our decision to tin Get man Cli.u.iy 
d'MIniies and o n  Faith; in Tokyo. But the news •■ •is nlt«...dy 
expecte< I in politjjcnl nntl journalistii circles. 1  here has been a I< A age.
From ■■ 1 a the Chief mid i w  the |>oli< c are on die rigid ' ‘‘' 1. and 
.u unify  h. v.- prowls igaitr i the eiilpnt, who is, howtcei " a a member 
at the admittedi.Him 1 -s; d! 1 nd ■ •■ ■ t te n.unt fimu !<• ̂ •'•htm.

Grand Ci meil. I.astf u two mittuii I lie Duee said tli.U die .irgu- 
menis in favoui o| |i ivini. Gene .. are univeivally known.  ̂ I belt: Could 
in i be :i more l,i\ " t i  iblt tin ineni than the jn • ient, d 1 I'd • »'»*■  ,i 
japans < rushing victory l ie  opened the lel .de Si.uatt ptoposed

I * Rlti" V  ocuii, l ' r , t r ’ a le  of Milan
•I'm......*;,.tl. Krt-c, „• Ytic.lavia. Hi mI-.-io 1 Mem'i.l.-i I (muroonlat M#iseille«

m ■ !;Md- .
H I‘lit ( Vr'iul !>. •illiii'. u r n  , iromim i 1 I.. .. m l  im 1,' "  1,1 1' '
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v ; n  X ^ 'p r o v n l  by acclamation. I rose first, then Farinacci, Crandi, and 
BnfFarini. Then all the rest. T he Duce spoke from the Palazzo \\  neala..
I was expecting a stronger speech. O n the contrary, it was very mea­
sured and prudent throughout. As always, the Duce is right.

l ) u '-u m b e r  12. There is something like joy in the world over our 
dei ision o f  yesterday. Such desperately alarming rumours had been' 
spread that many people regard our departure from Geneva as a 
simple administrative measure.

Talk with Grandi. I tried to cheer him up, as lie was rather worried.
I fe sees no hope of an understanding with London. 1 told him that on 
the contrary I am just as optimistic about one as I was befoie and that 
in any case our situation allows us to contemplate even th possibility 
of a clash with perfect serenity. Naturally 1 too prefer an acre uncm 
with London. Chough I fully agree with the Dure that on die historical 
plane a conllict between Italy and Great Britain is iucsitabf-

D e c e m b e r  13. 1 was cheered by die Senate when 1 entered the 
Chamber!

Ci a-ven a don ' ith the Polish Ambassador (Minute u. de about the 
visit o 1 Dclbc;, to Warsaw. It was a failure.

Hocchini [j ,1 me in the picture, o f  the L n g r ly1 plot to prevent our 
leuviir. Genes.1. V stupid, Fov farce, which will brine one >r two 
peoph .id before the Spec ial Tribunal for the D ef ine ol 1 State.
I hopi nobodn eonneeied with the ulministrution ' ill be mdiicctly 
«• )inpimiii' ■ d.

Rc •( e h . d R odcr.a I f  i the Iji a o f  the [bmgiuinri'; I mlormed him 
11I "in com ei s .ilium >•. uli M urad:-lovieh. M eissen, pleased about die 
splii heluveii V  i ,'e.l.ivia and the n; !i< 1 1 a o stal 1 if tile Little lamam .
!l Hungary -rants a victory sh should concent! ate lur tort es against 
C./i Cl ..de*. a kin on. ton 1 borough iiml'ist.mdiii ■ with Belgrade, and 

» |ind i mx/'i • t.-’ iidt with Buchan i. 1 < dked to hiin on dte.w lines, and 
lie 1 \nrr-sri agreein.nt.

£■. s 11 v r i |. I rri'-tpiuin d i i .ihe Due. luat li.dbo had 'Hacked 
ttie Rome Berlin L is at the Colonua.s'. Reliable inform,ition-n*- 
pc i . a i  . v  d 'A jcta . 1 who wa. present, flu: C h ief  was scry indignant.
I , j), ; ,d a p e p o s  I'f Ballin' I won't 1. uai ana e tin lot a e of th

man.’
( hi e 1 u be nothing new

Id 1 m u ', rc 1r). unci 1 "l Ministers f .r  the approval o f  the bude •
1 received Bnlbo' and asked him whether it is true that he is opposed

1 ( . „ ,  (.|v Italianjourn:tl i».  R  I........uft lu-S visi 1 IrprMs
‘V>'tKV. . . . . . .

* 1 a iH ial Wilhelm !•' ..In, Hungarian Mi..is"-r k.r W-.r. _
1 M„ , ties. Ill r„ 1 d’Ajcta, " .<• ol Cum- 1 sn .aaitH .
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X^ ' ;£fothe pvhrv of the Axis. Reluctantly he confirmed in all essentials that 
he is He .ays that he doesn’t trust the Germans. That one day they 
will let us down, l ’hat they may well turn against us. Altogether he 
cud a lot oi commonplace things. He dot tins from a spirit cA frond'.
But lie took offence when 1 told him he is the Prince de Conde. He 
didn’t It now who he war. A poor intellect, large ambitions, completely 
treacherous, capable of anything - that is Halbo. Wc must keep an

eye on him. , , . , ,
' I learnt from Delia di Bagno1 that Balbo has advised certain people

not to go to Ally: .infa because of the ‘conditions of grave insecurity m 
the country’ .

Otherwise nothing m w.

D .  oi m her  if,. The Japanese Ambassador < xpressed his regrets tor 
the death of Sandri.3 l ‘ took note of th, fact But made no protest. I 
went so far ns to say that 1 comidet such incidents normal in th. Iraine- 
work of a full-scale war. if  the Americans don t want bombs they 
must get out. He was surprised and touched by this attitu. c of ■■ iw.

f in e  ly will be arrested to-day. An a 1 Nf 3 docume.u has also 
hroi.idit to light overtures made to the hngli a l iuba sy by dotli 
ltastiaiiini is implicated too. 1 don't believe t. I h: is an ass, but oyal.
He may h o w o rr ,  have talked out T naivety. At the root *<1 many 
a cti"1 you find Mupiditv atlier than ■ ad laith.

1 mean to ask for Guido Schmidt s scalp. He has talked to the 
1 H. 1, about the inleiccpts which J brou- In to die noti <ol ( uaru e lor 
IS, hiisclmigg. f hi.s, namrally, transpires horn another im< nu pt.

1 lold the l i g y p l i M i n i s t e r  not to insist about the ' ,
f  .optic Chi th! 1 Ik if prrv  campaign won’ t a lto  our decisions am 
will ,,nly have the efled ol worsening relations between me two 
countries. And, particularly for them, good relation- are desimbie.

D m  1 vlHKR 17 I took Viola* to see ihe D u o s  T'lte hue, V.< a -M
nroihii i any IV w lilts, exce[»i 111, .nlirnutiiou of the wt •>

of th, v o l u m e , a -  Jan.no j  15, wh, He d beu!c is ovci •
! Viol 1 i h ip,Ini about the situation lit thinks that ‘ ' ’

m . , 1 . . . . . .  ™ '  .1... ........... .in. " in  i ,r ' .- i-aa . * ”  * 2 “ *

.............................................................. ' " ' I '  .....................................................!'■
, ill, . b  , „ b .  ...... of la* N.       Vi.,1.  ................ . m i

Jlj'ft 0 l<' those l '  < • -l .

* Wife ‘»1 it., Ili< nil if- 11" I-.Trip. MillIM. , ,>u.,fc >lin , r7s. MM
»■ ;':imijn Srtjwln mi Julian juinmlul killr*1 »n \ .JaP*1*

u 1 hi *f4l / UhW . t .
* Aerrifk fa} « m iW »  MUitwi tlx ftaltxu „1 Nations, l i m i t
‘ V i ,  mm I’ll.lii i ■. i.uty N'.,:rr'.iry-(. .oil "■  ... ,

. . . < „inl < Vi,.In i i-ilin»i A11.1 v.



l(|J <SLD E r K M  HP.k 1 7  , T «>3 7  4

^  V an Ze. land1 came to see me. He is in Rome for the preparation of 
his com  "nic report. I wouldn't dislike him if 1 didn’t remember that 
' Geneva lie wanted to go as far as total sanctions. He. expounded hit- 

icleas for the recovery o f  international trade, f replied that our ccon - 
inic policy had followed that of other countries. Beginning with the , 
so call' d democracies. Now other considerations, arid our recent 
experience , impel us to follow the path of autarky to the end. 
Sanctions mean something in our national life. History may he too 
far off to tie master of our lives, l ut personal experience is bound to 
influence us.

D k c k m iik r  i 8. Birth of Marzin.-
1 (old the Czech Minister that oui relations with Ins country depend 

on those ben, n Prague end Berlin and Prague and Budapc b We 
ourselves have nothing either for • -r against the Czechs We. are not 
interrMcd except indirectly. But I want to give them a piece of advice: 
not to Oust in collective security ind not to rely on geographically 
din ant friendship.. The Minister reminded me of my prcdic lions about

I  China and drew > parallel.
A  conversation of minor importance with Bet getJ and Viliam ,1 in 

preparation fm tie meeting a Budapest, which is in.elf of little impor­
tance. I he Borne P i . ...xols have been supei axled, I s.tal • hat I should 
be gl.'-l h Si h” 'i< hnigg were there. 'I hat is to s.iv, I don t want Si Innidt.

The economic agreement with (h-unany is ait n.:d \ tough negotia- 
li"ii the <a naan b m e a u u e y  is. iill pmting xpnk* s in t! • win el,, 
tlassel h i .  thrown up the .pong p.ih.ips In is already aw a.< of 
the tnrpi-do eon.in; hi vs.iy. II .<• tolls m<* .h it the present \m 
l-i.es .... i .•• 1 nil one licio. I don’t know hint.

1J i . i ; i. m i i'.v i <). ople hate tried n> timi a political uml prophc.tit 
significance in t! - chub'e o' die n. me M;n , ,is sn '..os mg -vur. But 
do i l.oy n a l le  11onk ih tv.->. side:. ill c. aii lm .. solution f. a as many

I years is it will lake l"i \l;iiv..i to " m o  a' milibii y ago ’ 1 • umtime
wood, win'hi i n’ t i)i t«. i to lon e the p.'.a ami put a match to 
(I,, barrel out wives. .1 have bad tolegram-! of good v, ishes 1mm Hiller, 

g Stoyaiiinovi (.1 •< M«-l«. Danmyi,* Kotla" (Alh.’ nia), 
i:> ,j ii.ipot tain.'-. An 1, in the Boy d family, hoin the 

p, u „ p,, , 1 , n .nt n; «st fen m lly,, tin- O u r . n the prim esses, and the 

1 hike dI Aosta.
i ; ..,l( yr M|| j;, j,*t t lit lici. ii fr'ntc Mini'll! i . 11* )».* i c* • n iuvil« *l I»\ <!»<

r. ; . a. I "> low •!'- ....................... ' » lo»
in c ti i i ttional

, if* (. ini-.' sc mo.I . .. .
|| I m Hr ■•«•-!-YV. i.ii-nopo v.iurl.in Minin'. I H.-..-.:

' I n .lot i. k ' ills .i Hun,, i.'ii M '»
■ tvol .1. iii llarnnyi 1'.mg.• ■ . ■ i' Pi inn"  ̂ ' O V ’
* t Inn ... 'illi. K . .\u..iinan I i- Min. ■1



p  ‘

\*\  f a )  l iA N O 's  M A R Y  V V

X ^ ^ ^ A f t e r  Vienna, Filippo1 is to go to Spain to carry out an inquiry into 
tlie activities of our officers, who are said to be speculating in currency 
and collecting valuable objects. The Italians have acquired the military 
spirit, but how much longer 1 • it going to take to give them a sense of 
national dignity?

Mussolini was furious about the failure ol the Italian Exhibition in 
Berlin. He said that lie hadn’t wanted it. It had taken place neverthe­
less and it had been a failure. This is the epitaph 1 want on my tomb,’ 
he said. ‘ Here lies one of the most intelligent animals who ever 
app. ired on the face of the earth.’ The Lhtce is proud of hi:, instin. t, 
wltie li he considers, as it has indeed shown itself to be, infallible.

D m  i.j iu f r  20. The news from Spain is not good. 1 he Guadalajara
offensive is put off indefinitely because ol the spiritual vacillations ol 
Franco’s commanders and the preventive offensive of the Reds at 
lYnicl. Our generals arc restless, quite riglitlv. franco has no idea 

o f  synthesis in war. His operations an those of a magnificent battuhon 
commander. His objective is always ground, never the era nv. Ami 
he doesn’t n.ilize that it is by the destruction of the enemy that yon 
win a v\ ir. Afler that it is a simple enough matter to occupy t< nitory.
Recti wants in corne here for o..isultaiions. lb* will propose Hie with­
drawal of a large proportion ol the volunteers. After sixteen months 
iti.my ol them are tired. We must bear in mind that only an ilite can 
understand and feel the aims of an ideological war. fought far from 
home, without direct oi immediate profits.

Saw von flassel iu th • evening. A conversation to I'bk up the 
threads uftei h i visit t< Berlin. H the < nd he suid that his ( >ov<. i hum n« 
in preparing to wilhdra.. him because 'the Italians art. ti’ -d ol him .
He had made a similar announcement yesterday to the Die c, who 
replied that he knew nothing about it. I did the same. Still it v .is 
a difficult situation, uid the scene was a flop.

Marconi’s daughter9 * arae te> me to ask for help for herself and her 
hr, diet They arc reduced to living in a luiri Without uumey ami 
without work. He musI has < bet n a great m iiiii*--, but > only knew bun 

w!" 0 lie had /;> • to pit1 ' ■

D m  j.MUftit i 1 he Dure lias lent hu Bt rti 1"' <onsiiliaiions. I mid 
h rn about an ariiol in Action Ftutifiiise, in which 11 ■ ' '; l ,|iu 1,,r

' t.oinliluri.i11 slat's riiii\ not a .it until iq.|l lo atlaek. \ "«K> ill. rephtll:
‘A- 11 i.i i in' ol ui< t I am prepm a '<iy ‘ ‘ ’ !llM,u ,;l ^*c
liali.ui,. \» soon as Spain in finished, I shall issue an announcement
width e ,|| Iietoine. liisloiie,' I i••mriuher e |S u , " ‘ll ‘ l 1 111,1 ' ‘ l

l l l r im . i  \ l ! ii '" ii ii  .1 • nirr  hy hi ' > »>■;.!' > «'< ( "S' h ' 1 Ni *i i y o i i i . the
in. imu, l." iIim! ii or)7
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surprise attack on the Home Fleet.1 at Alexandria and .\lalta in August 
19:!r)- He said to me then: ‘ In one night the course of historv can be 
changed.’ However, he didn’t do it, because we had no p raise  
information about the efficiency of the English fleet and because mu 
Navy put on the brakes.

But ever since lie has been meditating and maturing a plan of that 
kind.

A double conversation, at the Palazzo Venezia and the P.daz/.o 
Hhigi, with Nakano, head of the Japanese Black Dragon. He was the 
bearer of a message from Prince Konoe2 to the Duce. Various points 
were discussed in the conversation with the Duce, but interest centred 
"ii one question —relations with England. Nakano is an extremist. He 
says that there ran never be friendship bet ween the Japanese people 
and Great Britain. In her struggle in China, Japan sew as her greatest 
obstacle the Jewish-Brilish plutocracy, which wants to arrest, the march 
o f (he young peoples. Mussolini hinted at tin possibility o f  closer 
agreements. I had myself mentioned the subject to 'lie Military 
Attach two days ago. I think we shall be able to arrive at a 
pact o f consultation, which I regard as very valuable for our mutual 
iuterc ts.

Received the Foreign Press D im  locate. I hey want to improve the 
information service.

b r .e e  mnr.u am Took Mi.-zi1 m see the Duce. A very pes imi-aic 
picture of the situation in Malta. The British policy of denationaliza­
tion :s bring im. n ilied -time is .ig.unsi 11 . I arue- .eah Bril ish military 
prepai ai "iis. M1//1 is (um iiim l that Great Britain is preparin' to 
ha e IH r revenge in a second round as soon a . pc, able.

Duly ( b uniter'lain1 sang a vciv diilerrnl lime to me at lunch.
L'mlcr; landing, i-etnenl, Iriembmp. 1 replied that for out p .m  \\>- 
are ready - 1 he most complete agreement, without a shadow, and 
meant to Irt- Odi raise, better w lit lor lavnunible condition-. i *
,, I, ,, .Meanwhile I .dim i spe«a lies o f  yc strains and the day Felon- 
hav e not been V- r̂  . i k i n i i mg ti'om the point in view of tcop, iiim. 
net oiiaii"' Fhough I didn’t sav so, d is nty opinion that wi had 
In ttet sharp •» our swords, bid-- Chamberlain we..rs tin: l''a cist badge, 
f am too much of a patriot to apprecialt suclt a i store lroin m  
Englishwoman at the present moment.

' 11 uric |,'J., i i,i I ni ' h in ll’i-" i irinul. In l.x-i n» m-ii-. i thr * !•*» • M u ,  . - n-
in I) e Metliieri....am " thw time, whert ft wm already dear lh*t at. Italian■ Invasion
„| Ala v,inis v. , j, min.-i.t I ■ Mi liter, .mean Hi-ei mow,I In,*  Mule '.n Alexandria . ,
tmvnrdi, tin- end of August- _ ,

* Pm...  I imiiii, I ■ ,ii,'i', Japanese I innr Minis,, r.
• I '.riii. Miz/i Fad. r , ' <• .tnlian N.i • disc pitm m Malta
‘ lady F.y, C‘I ..u n i - i  la I". widow o! Sir Austen Chiimkeilain lull-lirm lin ,,|

Neville Cl, imberlnin at" i"t.... ' I vreign Scn.-i.uy.
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Or.oiMR h r< 23. I got tough with the Greek JVlinistei We have had 
a copy of the conversation between Eden and the K ing  o f Greece. 
After his visit to Rome lie went to London and incited the English to 
attack us. He spoke ill o f  me and called me, ironically, the super- 
M eitcmich. The, Greeks of the Dodecanese will pay for this.

With the Kin", lor the signing of paper.'. He talked mostly about the 
various sovereigns who have visited him during his long reign, describ­
ing in lively words several Oriental potentates who distinguished them­
selves by their judicious behaviour. I he Ling R a very interesting and 
agreeable con enationalist. Occasionally he makes the mistake oi 
going into too much detail— this lowers and d< adens the tone o). the 
conversation.

T he Duce is anxious about Spain. Without over-est’ mating tlie Red 
action against Term 1, he believes, rightly trim >h, that it will have the. 
effect of raising Red morale. He said that the Spaniards, thanks to their 
A tab  descent, don’ t understand war on a large scale- the) have no 
id»*a of ynthe-e and make war a. individuals, in p. '.rols or at most 
in tiibcs.

l.on!i conversation with three leader, ol the l.dange. 1 liny don't 
think the I ei m l situation is vety impi i uit. 1 hr) believe that in u 
ft v u mm l 1. the 1. •ohm /ii n..tv em ci. into complete victory. J I ■ y 
,ii in"ii,»rtlii.sis. Vi:'i-Uritish. l l iev  t.dl: uf recovering Gibraltar .0 I

v , luit from the ■ iiue o f Philip he Secom awards all ' •] . in’s hum i V h

! a .e  had an l'.iigh J» ti dem irk. I did not (ail to encourage them mi
tins wise path ami warm . them ol dm <langc*-oa- Anglomania •! a few 
iVl (Hgris o f d ip lom a.)’. fh e v  know wli in T mean nnd tin . are 
kc'vint; an eye on them. Number one is San miz.

D b g  1 MB!- w 1 in anti-li.i an < lb nsi:c is in lull m >mg ;,in ,n 
I in. 1 hi (.1.11.1 1’ col' i r  .li on with Eden ha. also been v ilion*
■ i ,mifii unce 01 1 t.snlt . 1 be i.ha r is ( aim. He sit*>vved .nr tb int.i ning 
tin new prograrmtn for ret nt in the aii m June we . hall be
htiildin 300 a n m il '  a iiionth and n shall 'nave ; (' a" "I .a* "
in i t lighten nr bell and aim. 1. 'crything suggests that the a .. 
e. im . i-alile. hi that < ,se .ve tin* m.i lose unr greatest imIvuiiiiu'* - the 

, Initiative
I It.n iriaih Pignatti' i.dst 1 ith Patelli" tlie subject "I • .anlir.d 

Vei 1 liei 1 |iin-(. ir. mums, attitude. 1 hr ( I nrch is too equivocal 1 
Mjj| (i-riion of ii . . mtacts with tb left. I am nw;« 0 *hr difficult id*

> Cl ruled la the l.idi with Gei'iialty, InU l|m \ **'«'•*"_ tv i h‘ r • Hi
,. i| 1 .In . relations with is Mi,"."inn s ■ “ !l'id) hr. dt

1 I |, Ii 1 ( r .|' ( ,.in, • i .1 ie 11 I ii.lian l .iid .i-»s i' 1 1 " ‘i
* C'. ' II ' I I t  'nils' 'll. i'll ' .1 ' I , ,1.1 m i l l  ( , ' . . - I ,  tu n a  ' k , ‘l"  1" 1 >.' Scr,

1 iiidiii.il Kufir.uio " n '.i, Vdii'iinn S<v; w v • * *•1 • 1' H*® jw -. m <*pe Hit.-. Ha*
, 11 ui'diriiil Jrmi .'r.idirr, Aiolihirl • |> l )' 1



n(ex
D E C E M B E R  24 , I 0 3 7  49 h X L j

ludgeons on the backsides of the priests. He also says that for 
ns that is not difficult, as the Italian people are not religious. 'They
are merely superstitious.

Anfuso is bark from Vienna and has reported on his conversation 
with Schuschnigg. Schuschnigg tried to shield Schmidt, saying that he 
knew of Schmidt’s letter to Vansittart,1 which did not, however, bet! 
our secret service. He again affirms that Schmidt is our friend and is 
trying to save Schmidt’s head He will talk to me about it at Budapest.
It seems that ever since our denunciation Schmidt lias become neuras­
thenic. He can't understand how wc have so many English do uments.

D e c e m b e r  25. Not a peaceful Christmas. At the Duce’s orders 
I sent for the Japanese Ambassador and addressed him is follows: 
'Moderate your behaviour with Washington, be rougher towards 
Loudon. For two reasons. First, to separate London from America.
Secondly, because, in the event of a conflict with the United States, we 
could do nothing concrete for you, while in ca t  of war with Croat 
Ihit;,in v pledge ourselves to give you the greatest possible positive 
assistance.’ The Amb.r idor, a careei diplomat and therefore prudent, 
reserved, and (Jod-te '.ring, was left a little distuihcd by the uunotmcc- 
mi nt. l ie  was already at lunch when I sent lor him, and arrived 
smelling of tangerine. I fear l must have disturbed his digestion.

I have prepared a telegram lor Auriti,* to keep him informed, but 
1 haven't dared send it yet You never know with cipher. W ean :
1 ailing t v erytliine, the English 'end -m - \\e 0 believe, that othci 
people .ti ■ less good ui the game than wc aie? Anyhow, even it they 
,u , i .ic ’>ln uld always be on one’s guard Luetoniui says you should 
regard your opponent as an elrphuut, even it you know V" "',11 he 
is only a flea.

f) ,  ( k .mhi . 26. I was light not to send the telegram. Fok'O, or 
rather the Caimu-slm,* has let u: down. So has Berlin. Contrary to 
f i.cr< (j , ,, , ) , .( been given to understand. IJirot 11 has entrusted
the Germain. wuli a rnrss.M Ibr d ik in g  Kai-shek, containing terms of 

\v,- ..re c l . inlormcd tw, • da vs later and the explanation given 
r. that our bad relations with China m.ikr us unsuitable to tut as 
iieacrinal ci t But 1' • t lier.uisc of Otn loyalty to tin Japanese that

rel.nions with Chilli' •;« bud! I ■ ut for llm. (1 mid llotla and told 
them tint wc inn .id to paiticipah in tlic next phase of tin negotiations.
M l. ,).'  „! dial It was the intend m ol his Gr 'eminent th -t we should 
But -1 bottom he as pleased at the contretemps- e v e n  tunc .her, is 

- Sir Robert Vmuiturt (now Lord Vansiuart), Perw.nent Unde, Secrrmry «. vhr

f Auriti, U ,li«n A,.tb-,a lor In Toky,,
’ < niim t hhu, flic | ip;n.r'-'' . , r‘
1 Kol;i Huutn Jap.umt i*tr»ig» Mwu’iin.
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Inetion between us and Berlin, he is delighted. Hoita, who has been 
a witness o f our undeviating and uncompromising pro-Japanese policy, 
was humiliated by what has happened. He even talked o f  resigning 
He will telegraph to his Government ir: strong terms. But in Tokyo 
too the Foreign Ministry is nut up to the level of the times. Japan is 
making heroic history, and her diplomats art: carrying on petty 
chancery intrigues. 1 c.ui imagine the Butis, Vitettis,1 Cerrutis, etc., 
o f  Japan trembling as ours were here at the time of the Abyssinian 
enterprise, and as they still are every time Mussolini’s Iieroit 
impetus overthrows one of the traditional positions of professional 
diplomacy.

1 have had the shiploads o f  arms being sent by Guarneri to China 
confiscated. 1 am against this sending arms— you can t si' on both 
sides of the fence, and the damage done by certain things getting known 
is much more serious than the profit >i gaining a lew millions.

D ec i-.mbkk  27. 1 have stopped the ships containing war material 
sold to China hv Guarneri against my advice. You can't sit on both 
sides of the lencc. T h e  Japanese have got to know of it.

Berti has arrived. He gave me a not very clcai account of the 
situation, from which, however, one thing emerges -he is anxious to 
liquidate the Corps o f  Volume* r Tn.< >ps. 1 say nothing of other reasons, 
but there is one which is certainly impressive— we . an t gamble Italy > 
prestige on twenty battalions o f  infantry. He makes tin usual points 
against the Spaniards- lack of unity in command, inadequate 1 u- 
ordin; fc n, no bite, .md no anxiety to finish the campaign.

To-morrow we go to the Duce together. T he Dure will hear what 
I have to s ty and make a  decision. I wonder, however, whether alba 
all the efforts we have made and t l r  sacrifices we have endured we 
ought to withdraw just when the little cheek at Teruel h s made 
Franco'* star less bright than it was two month- tgo. Shan't w< take 
upon ourselvi m the responsibility . >1 a failure of the White:. And 
,,at new heart into the Reds and those who are supplying anti support 
mg tlvm ? And perhaps five  the Spaniards themselves a 'bailee ot 
liquidatin',’, loo cheaply the debt ol gratitude " lii< li they hu l, and 
should feci, tr» trds us;’ T h e  Dun ill answer these questions to-
miao w. The problem merits the ■ > .st careful consideration, fa e ry  
■ I n  in ton has it; unfavourable , spv- This Spanish business is long and 
haul Tisonn .

D m u cm bk h  '.'M. I have, thou ;ld a 1- about yesti id ty’s coma nation 
witi) Bel li. J p.et the ii pir.isioii that he is out ol his 1 >lb H< d orsa l  
believe in the Spanish en lciprise, and lack ol lai'h is <h* I 1 • actor in 
failure I Itdked to Pari.irii. v.lio aliat. my P<>'»1 ol vi,A Ht too

t .<:<mill ci>. V i ln  1 lin eiov-t•enrrnl ” 1'' ■ . » ' ! A f > -,l , hc 1 ' '
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" thinks we can’t withdraw now. He believes we should replace Berti hv 
1 rusci.' I reported any conversations to the Duce and expounded m; 
opinion an favour of staying in Spain. To the arguments I noted 
yesterday I added that our voluntary withdrawal would encourage 
and confirm those who say that Italy it exhausted and can’t stand any 
further military efforts. That would be most serious— as regards both 
friends and enemies.

In th four-sided conversation (Ducc-Ciano-Pariani-Berli) we heard
once again Bet ti's arguments tor withdrawing our troops. The Duce 
opposed him. He agreed with me on all points. So we are to stay in 
Spain. Only the Dure will write a letter to f  ranco to impress upon 
him that time is ,t factor o f the first importance for us and that we cannot 
continu to be tied up in a war which drags on for ever. He mu I 
work for a speedy conclusion— a military conclusion, without relying 
too much on an internal collapse of Red Spain. There will be another 
meeting of the lour of us at the I’alazzo Vene.da to-morrow moraine

Received von 1 las: el. I announced to him the confiscation o f  an ate i- 
Germati publication and at the same time asked for measures to be taken 
about a recently published book which is disrespectful towards our at my.

As head of the Military .Mission to Bolivia hey have appointed a 
colonel five foot high and as round as a ball! It male ■ me angry.
W hy do soldiers fail i . . understand certain things?

D e c f .mii i i i!t). Yesterday afternoon the Duce again summoned me, 
I’ariani, and Berti to t!u Palazzo Venezia and gave Berti his written 
instructions for Spain, I lie chief points are: our troops will stay irt 
Spurn until victor), they are not to be frittered away but used for 
d c i i ' c e  .; ii >n; uniiv of command is ex ntial. I lone informed th 
(formant of all this and asked them to make a common approach to 
J'i.tiito u t h  u.-- At the Dure''; order.. I sent for Beni to the i'lla/.zo 
( Hi fop and asked him bluntlv in the ptxa.no of P.tiiani whether he 
wanted to i mtui and the Volunteer Corps and le ul fo into battle. Afti i 
a lot ot ('[taller he tumlly sanl lie did. But aim-wards he asked n> 
me again and said that in a f  i might he will send a report on the basis 
o f  which we can decide He does not really believe in the cause — 
personally l think he ought to be replaced.

The i.'ii -en uncut crisi3 i 1 Rounwnia is good Auothei country 
moving in out direction. I lie french system of alliances ha' been 
blown to bits flint happened on the day I sign. I die Belgrade Pact, 
i have dralted a pro-Roumanian InJbmo.:vm Diplim.ih.v, and t< f-.. 
graphed Sola" instructions for a progressive rapprochement. All this is
good aa regards the Hungarians to. . who havt occasional pro-British 
bucks) idings,

' ticjici.il Luigi Tj'US' tm Italia < uuirailtulcr in Spain.
(Jon s',,|,i i ulinti Minisi*-! in lV..'|iar«t,
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X^---^Conversation with Giovanni Preziosi.1 He wanted my support in 
organizing an anti-Semitic campaign, but ] refused. I have no love 
for the Jews, but I see no case for action of this kind in Italy. At least 
not for the present.

D i  CbMB8K go. Berti had been anxious to give orders for our Hoops
g0 into reserve. The Spanish Command is, quite rightly, against 

this. I have telegraphed to Frusci to do nothing until Hem arrives, 
which will be to-morrow evening. The Nationalist ollensive on L cruel 
has begun and may lead up to the great battle. Is it really necessary 
to pull out at this moment?

M'ccsco, the new Roumanian Foreign Minister, has sen1: me a very 
friendly telegram. A cleai sign o f his intentions.

Conversation with Count Bethlen,2 who is passing through Rome.
Energetic, incisive, a man used to command. V\e surveyed the 
European s o  •, pausing over the Danube and the Balkans, io was 
anxious to know the lute state of our relations with London. He. thinks 
I cace between Italy and England would facilitate the solution of the

iblems of Central Europe. 1 told him calmly and coldly what our 
hit elions are: peace, if  possible; war, if  neres iry. The Hungarian
r,-cei-....... ... y sort of kindne . at our hands--rather with the air ol
condescension ol a decayed arLstou.it- but they don’ t fully realize yet 
h„w | erful wt ire and they have sentimental leanings towards 
London, produc'd by two powerful influences Jewishness and snob­
bery. 1 told Bethlen that the democracies will give Hungary n<»hing 
beyond fine words.

L ,  i;t, j t .  The o lltw ivc iu Spain is going a-» 11. I telephoned 
l ’-u-ia i to ask n bethel he. lot: n’t think it woilh v hilt stimulating 11. rt> 
to move up our divisions to 'he front as well, >n ot'dci to exp oil t u.
..uru Our airmail in the Hal. trie Islands have been reinioi eed and 
l,avr orders to hurl tons f  high explosive or. the area behind cruet 
and on :h. coastal edits, ■ lower the morale of the Reds.

•Jh, Duce in a good mood. He asked Valle,* in m> " 
strer -il. • .< t'.e Air Eoiet Puiing the year 3,00.. machines i.cord.ng 
t, I r ..r--,ni.ir is 73 ' '-Ira. He id to me that .'t this ■ • '«
I'.ngh h don’t co n e  to t. ns the lay of that famous announcement ol 
hi: may not be fat ofl.

i made a prow to the N o rw igu n  Minister about tlu - cgmm sent 
by Ins King to the Negus. 1 said .hat such a gesture 1» bound scrum  ly 
1 1 t aipi1 uiL it  l it ions lictwixn n1,t *v ’ * * TUVv

* < itovaiui! 1*0/1. f i l i or  "I tin- ini .-Semitic revlc U  * ,lfl- A p<:..c&a,lr

pr|Cf>ji nt Irtvpn NhM«r. fcni»» Muii«Krian Prime Mi^ww.
* (jn .i-f -.It. ur Vk.Jli. I net. . • : ry I" ’ An Mu:-........
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nothing about it and showed no interest. All he did was to spit 
copiously. I was not tempted to prolong the conversation. He is an 
old man of seventy, who preserves traces ol a quite remarkable stupidity.

A  long conversation with Bigliardi.1 He talked about the state of 
mind of the N avy— very calm and full o f  confidence in the Govern­
ment’s policy. No anxiety at the thought of a clash with the English.
On the contrary. . .  . The new naval construction programme has been 
welcomed with joy  in our wardrooms. It has got about that 1 am a 
supporter o this new programme, and this has increased my popu­
larity, which is, according to Bigliardi, eery widespread in the Navy.

’ Canclklo Itigli.-irdi, n senior naval officer.

■
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Capture cl' T-'iuel— Arms for China—Air raids in Spain-—Friction 
with tin- \ utii an- -Von Ilassel in disfavour- Ciano confers with the 
Rome Piotocols slates in Budapest (Januaiy 9-13) Tcruel retaken 
by the Reds - Subhas Chandra Bose - Ratlin Bari- The paiud» step 

Mussolini spurs on Franco Nationalist oH'eusivc in Spain- Grundi
tall'., to Eden- Srlntsehnigg at Beit hie.-gad..11 (Febiunry ia)_
Butenko M u slim  on the Berchte .gnden Agreement— Italy and 
Yugoslavia Grand] -v- s Chamberlain Ellen resigns (February an)
•-'J’erucl ictakrn by the Nationalists Schust linigg’. speech- Death 
of D’Annunzio-— Beck in Rome Preliminary eouveisation with 
Perth-Advance in Spain -The Germans ocrupy Austria (A) o h 
iaj -The Duct addresses the Chamber Negotiation-! With Perth 
la-gin- Thoughts on Albania The question of It dian iron} , in 
Libya - Gcunun propaganda ii South Tyrol- 1 he League and the. 
jecogiution .f the Italian Empire - Agri ■ nient with England 
Mussolini receive. Perth I In. Pact signed (April lb) The Ftcnch 
pc>I«.se negotiations More trouble in South Tyrol- Capture ol 
Tortosa - 1 Iot-e-Bi lishu in Rome- Ciano in Tirana lot the marriage 
of King /.eg (April '.") <)) Report on Albania.

J a m  .1 » ( ’ 1 vei - a 1 mu v itL r „|, Chamhe1 htin in tin* moruiny.
Shi; showed tin a 1 in frt.m her Lroihn in-!.u\ Nothing new,..
I he old co . plain 1 1 ".mi ; !•■ • anti-lhilish pr. paganda of Jv.uiic Butt
anti the .'tab ,it p ins arid a i nhumation o f j;. m-ral goodvvdl Tor
ncpoiirtlion? wi'b t t . . Wc Tiall :er. . .

|n .1 ■ alt'Tncci' I. I.ilia.! to von Hansel, who ii donned tne of various 
ric \v points 'it lit- in. v m .1 which Ttwnttn a m 1 it to c m -  t. the 
Chine -c (.. verntneiil «>u ).• -half of Japan. It is really only a question of 
c ]a, jf,,.. [ took the oppoi't rnity of telling t . u Hasscl tiiat ITaut-
c ami a. not behavit ' welt u \ aids our ollui d s  m <'him. Hu makes 
a point of rctnainine aloof fro m  them. Evidently lu hasn't 11 -tcdiitio 
tl„ spirit of the Axis. I am not surprised lie is .1 career tlipl mtat, ol 
tjj,, h’natc ihilitii ■ and soml) 1 haiactev 1 tetnrntht ■■■ uh.o art ami.
Nazi he wa, in 1932. ami how upset he was in 11,13 w)“ H ale, got 
into power.

Just uftet midnight to-night 1 wasInformed by telep t at h o n w o f 
tin . i.pturc of Tcruel. The year couldn’t have a Letti-i 'beginning. 

i j)j. j i « •muiTt, On unt. to I'hitM
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N̂ L '* 3$usci,s telegrams speak o f a disorderly flight o f the Reds. It is ray 
impression that, if we go all out, we can win a big success and possibly 
reach the sea. T h at would mean the end o f the war. But will the 
necessary drive he forthcoming?

V alle bombed Barcelona yesterday, having taken o ff from M onte
O l i o .1 T h e flight lasted six hours. W hy didn’t he tell me? He has 
promised he will next time.

J a n u a r y  2 .  1 had a conversation with H ost\ enturi-yesterday, to 
decide the tat.-, of the Ischia, w hich has on board a cargo of armoured 
cats for the Chinese and is bound for H ong Kong. As for technical 
reasons the ship can’t, be diverted, we had already informed the 
Japanese o f her position and speech .so that they could intercept her.
Bn. they didn’t want to do this for fear of international incidents. F1k y 
have left us free to deliver the cargo. But the IJuoe, who intends to 
make of the Japanese m ilitary allies against Great Britain , got me to 
investigate the best means o f preventing the ship unloading. We 
decided to Jenc c her ashore on the island oi Hainan. \ enturi says this 
is a simple matter and the Duct: has approved. 1 he appropriate oiders 
have been given.

Bcrti’s first telegrams dam p any enthusiasm for the victory of I cruel 
— he still loresces a strong capacity for lot al resistance on tile pari ol 
tl. ■ Reds. I belie'.t. t has the evil eye.

T he Dure and 1 examined the agenda lot the forthcoming meeting 
in Budapest. We hall have to demand o f the Austrians and the 
Hungarians a gtvalei political solidarity with us. T h ey are, both 
countries, only too ready to beg, but also to make themselves scarce, 
whenever they have to assume any responsibility on our bchall. 
Mussolini i:. annoyed. H e  said this morning th.it when the Spanish 
question is liquidated he will invite (id lin g  to nnzify Austria I don t 
love the Austrians, but it see ns to me we ought to go gently.

1 he 1 mining aground ol the Ischia has been called oil. as a result ol 
conversations with rngianni'1 and (lie shipbuilder l-aurn,1 v ho are 
niort expert than Host Venturi and diew  iny attention to ad 
the com plication, which might arise. ( will talk to the )ucc 
again.

Ja m . its g. Conversation with Perth, ol v  hicli I made ,1 Minute.
A ei.nvei s u ion, it ve in s to me, ofdistinct impoi m ute -uh'Jm ates dial 
G ’ ' at Britain doi not warn to dost the d o o r  to negotiation-.. Aflri 
Crollti'.s fist telegram and lalen ’s speeches one might hav. imagined

1 One of tfu '••v'r-ri hill.t of I unit \ r
-'(.iit.t.oini I La  \ 1 niiiri, t g * i Sjrrcury'Toi »!"• ■ '*

( d'iniiiUiiiG 'tioiiu. mji-
; Oiolit < 11; i:t 1'tm ! "ii ( - . ii'-r,.) mi (In- M« ' fivMti ,l' ,,M ’
‘ * r ti!|v J.'.igi I ij»l Mtiltlri'.
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~ That she did. I f  it were possible to arrive at a complete and durable 

agreement, then we ought to proceed. Otherwise not.
Received the Japanese Ambassador and Naval Attache! about the 

question of the Ischia. T hey can seize her— we hall not protest. But 
to sink her or run her aground would produce a dispute and perhaps 
an international scandal which might reflect niton our merchant marine 
I didn’ t feci like advising the D uce to do it. I f  the Japanese don’ t seize 
her, she will reach H ong K ong. Fifty armoured cars are not going to 
change the course o f the war in the fa r  hast!

I have given M azzolin i1 his instructions on his departure for Egypt. 
Besides the normal political and diplomatic activity, he i to stud' all 
possible ways o f using the Italian communities in the event o f war 
with England. A  few determined action groups could, with the advan­
tage o f surprise, get the cities into a state oJ turmoil, create chaos in 
the Canal Zone, and perhaps effect m ilitary sabotage. He. is neither 
to write nor to telephone, but to come to Italy on the pretext of leave 
lor fam ily reasons.

Vail -tam e to see me about the: communique announcing Ins ‘ raid’ 9 
on Barcelona. The Espafta Agency repeats sixty dead Berti telegraphs 
that the T< ruel offensive is finished.

I have mentioned u • J a c o m o u ith e  n one of one of the .1 *ni in i1 gir Is 
us a w ife lor K in dog. 11< is deteimined to get married and In w:mt.« 
an Italian. But after his two unsuccessful attempts he ):; rather dis­
credited here.

) an  c a r  .• ] T h e N uncio5 spokt to me about his cnn .vrsni mil with 
Uuflarini. He w- se n  alarmed, and Ins alarm ! v  l>e< u passi .1 on I" 
tin H ob Sec Bullarini apparenllv aid that die situation as 1 egarriti 
Catholic Action* is becoming worse than it v  is in I was not in
a position to confirm or dm ; tins. But 1 painted to" the N uncios 
benefit a picture o f the Vatit .in’s recent hm .•national activity. I am 
au. re o f the d: ! cullies created by Germany, but they ought not to 
0 p, their flirtations v id i Popular Fronts and sometanes even with 
i]i • Communists. That sort o f thing may make the Um.c mor. sensitive 
( thl. st.,.,rc 0f  the Catholic or. unizations. And the Holy See should 
it member that, the Axi.: is fighting against Communism in Spain ancl 
tbit. Spain liar, recently witnessed the massacre of members of th< 
religious 01 dew at the hands of the Reds.

lernfin Mazzolini, recently «ppo nted JuOJiw Minister in 11 pt

l *!(|:u o u X ? i ,,S - ' n M i" iHl r i "  ' ■ tdeu" • twrul el A l'a n i.,
ifo • 1 lir Italian <H'nipi'uw in i‘tH!i 

' An ai; rail- tlInli \ ,  , i . to -hr Quirhml
N-tu, ignoi tnuiccs .0 K ^  rr>ficcrncd elf. tty with ntuwtlon an.) 10. i.il 

• /V ru/H-fx»litic;»I lav ou;nin<dtM" ,
wrllhr*.

' G°t&X



' e% x

U  \  rJ. • I r . l A N O ’ S D I A R Y  ^

have sent to Vienna and Budapest the draft of an announcement 
pledging the two Danubian countries to a closer adherence to the Axis 
and to an anti-Comintern and anti-Lcague policy. It is the right 
moment.. The Hungarians are too much afraid of a raf‘pi"chement 
between us and Roumania to refuse. 1 he Duce has, however, con­
firm 'd to me that he does not intend to make an agreement witli the 
Roumanians unless th green by lit shows in Budapest.

O ’K e lly ,1 the Irish Vice-President. A  polite and friendly little man.
He says his country’s next step will he to proclaim a Republic of 
Ireland. V ery  anti-British. 1 said that our two countries will grow 
, loser and olosci to each Other, both for positb -  arid for negative 
reasons.

I .suggested to the Duce, who agreed, sending Paulucci de Calboii* 
to Japan as head o f the Party mission. He will be pleased. He has 
always been an anti-League man and an Anglophobe lie t ill get on 
well with the Japs.

J a n u a r y  5. The D ucc told me about three conversations which he 
had at the theatre last night. The fust, oi which 1 have made a Minute, 
was with Count Bi dden, who emphasized Vlagyar anxieties with 
respect to Germany. T o  a Little Latent.- pivoting on Berlin the.
Hung man still prefer one \ ith its centre of gravity in Paris. Mi - ohm 
*sSUi •<! him that we ••hall not come to an understanding with Roumania 
without lust getting the approval o f Hungary. Bcthlen was v ry 
relieved.

Next lie talk d to von Hassel, who complained about bis late and 
softened the Jhtce’s heart— he has told me to intervene again m I ci lin,
1 his lime in order to save I lam  1. It is not a part \ hieh I enjoy p i ' -'n‘g.
I fa sel is an enemy, and I much preletn-.’ it when tin Diu e told me to 
ask for his scalp 1 lowever l shall talk to Ha sel to-morrow and then 
wc shall see.

Lastly there was P e r th -a  brief summing-up of the position of tlir 
two oitiiti b-s and 1 confirmation ol my cornu ; lion with hint on 
January 3, Perth, who Is an optimist, si id to the Du- e thal we s tall 
•,*e agr< -■ merit before the year is out- p ibly, lie says, within t"o "  »t 
ituee 11 nth When the 1 - turns pink. . But there tan t cr'l llt! 
pink in the sky yet to 11 rant such confidence in th< lutuve.

1 saw Blondel on his return from leave, lie  :avs that government 
circles arc well disposed, hut that distrust o f Italy Ii.im u ' n *'■  ei among If 
the public,

< orivesumtion with the N am e I reassured Iim v-uothirig will be

• Seai. ! O'KnlI. Vii.-f.Mi.lem et Finnan I .it and o f  the Hvauive Council

01 * Man-lieu C„m ■ ... I'.,.:* a . 1 it. < alb*!. lha .. . '• '**’ 1 ' "  v 1,1 [Ur
ie a .’ii of N.ieoiis.
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done against Catholic Action. I confirmed, however, all that I had 
said yesterday about the danger of the Vatican’s sliding: towards the 
left.

J a n u a r y  6. Conversation with ycpi Hasscl. 1 spoke frankly. I told 
him what reasons we have to be dissatisfied with him— remarks he has 
made against Italy, and his altitude during the negotiation and the 
signature o f the Tripartite Pact. He denied the first charge. As for the 
second, lie .aid he was carrying out the instructions sent him. He says 
lie lias always been pro-Italian, even when every body in Germany, 
including the Party, was against us. He added that he has always set 
himself to wipe out the memory of 1913 from the mind o f the German 
people. He didn’t a.k for mcrev or pity— if tee intervene in Berlin, it 
must be 01 1 our own initiative and because wc want to.

It seems to me best to leave him to his fate. He was an enemy in the 
past; he is now' more than ever one. If we saved him, he. would be an 
' icmy made u ore bitter by gr m ade, hi tides, wc can’t disavow Hess 
and Hesse, ho acted upon our suggestion. 1 kissel goes and l i e s  stays, 
therefore I am more concerned about Hess.

Talking ol Garibaldi, the Duct* said: ‘ It was hi. good fortune 1 be. 
uneducated, i f  he h, cl been educated, he would haw  read G lau scviu  
and lost he battles.’ He was in 1 very good tempt 1 and in the mood 
for paradox.

He has ordered rut. to liquidate Par mi because of the extravagance 
iri the administration o fD .I .L .1

J a n u a r y  7.  A long convei:,at> n with the. K e g . Me wanted to 
tab- t 1 i.a about I lie work ni be done at tl e Pnlai e for the •» ea-.i in ol 
H itler’s visit. He Inuicrl .it a return visit to < Germany. -\ thorny jura 
lion lit Hi ice doesn’t :n for the itfin, n the vi* tw  mid duplkatt 
his. *'J hi is an occasion,’ tic has said to me, a p r o p o s  of the visit, ‘on 
which the Muitan V  ihowu itself to lu a useless supcrstrucliw ’ ‘The.
C  1 nians,’ I " added, ‘ lovt im partly from Party : ilularitv They don’ t 
love I hr King b . .n -.c they i w  m jer th.il it \> is he who signed the 
clr.1 '.iratit.n if wai in 1013 ’ 1 .tv-mi.-d 11 akin; ,1 reply to dje K ing - 
|,,,t the \ [sii will have to be nude. For reasons ol enqueue, and lor the 
sake (,f ih Kim  ’s pie-tige. It may, however, be ddeircd. The K ing 
told me not to trust the G< rm.-nt- in the pa t Berlin has always bet n 
thr most treacherous o f < liu’u-n i Vustri.i used to be. eortcu. He 
p. used du personal honesty ol 'he l.ibn al* - in the long years o f his 
reign til u  v .  re only t exceptions, a ceib.in M 'auy" and Nuuzio 
K;wi.# He 1 lUici ed the building of la go ships. H doesn’t believe in

i p i,,  ,/,„/■  al f  in, the. le|j:ir iieiii litth--fu:s 1.1(11 M inim y ii'iu.i iiiul
with die (iimrnl ol litiliani nbroitd.

I uttenin M my Uml«j Sf< tary for Pttl ' "  *«•« d ; »» 'W  
‘ \ini7lo Nm i. Miiiisier for I .l»c *»»'»> •9w‘",b 1 ,,nvl »« ''‘r P«’uU"""  M*"11-
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they are too vulnerable to sudden air and submarine

i  titicks
T h e Ducc told me to wash my hands of von Hassel. Good. Hr 

listened to a report from Anfuso on the situation in Spain. Nothing 
new— great slowness of movement on the part o f the Whites. It. seems 
that Teruel has not been completely occupied, because, when the 
Generals reached the Archbishop's Palace, they wasted two hours 
dining with him.

Conversation with Miroinescu, a pro-Italian Kourn.mian Senator.
He said that the G oga1 Government is a government of transition and 
compromise a regards Codrcanu*— a sort of von Papen Government.
He thinks a modus vivouli with Hungary possible.

Conversation with Perth. In consequence of ruinouis v.hirh ate 
circulating about the cession o f Jubaland* to Germany, he reminded 
me o f the 1024 Ti eaty, whic.li gives Great Britain an option. . esenbt d 
the rumours as ridiculous and absurd. He personally thought so too.

January  B. We discussed with the Ducc the Austro-Hungarian 
countcr-propo als for ihe Budapest meeting. As I ioresaw, they are 
trying to evade all responsibility vis-d-vis the so-called dem ocracies.
O n the other hand, they are trying to slip in a few words likely to 
disturb Germ any and prevent the rappr ;hement with Roumama. I he 
Rum< !’ ■ i.torolr, ate shown to be more and more im potent- agreements 
with a purely economic content necessarily Inc k pr<-found vitality. 1 he 
, me>mic background < hanges too «juiekly— <oracthnes from one year 
to another. In Central Europe a good or bad harvest, lor instance, is 
enough to make the difference. However, wc shall sec what happens

a Budapest. . ■ , ,
I'h- Ducc is a robot h about the Empire- Gojjam  is in revolt - a 

reliefs 1, irnbt i r  ouu. O ur gam s, us are besieged, tl wd lake two 
months and strong ibices to suppress the movement. According to the 
Du. r. it. is Pir/10 Hindi8 who is to blame, and a’ -.o the lack ol 1 acini 
p> up, redness of the Italians. The behaviour of runny Italians In rn.ioe
thenat ea lose their r p< 1 he white man.

/\ loin.' i'oiiv* ition with Siam  and Bullanni about un “ T  a 
*ui cr.ssor for Colorm a8 as Governor of Rome. It seems we aha have 
to fall back 6 G G. Borghese.8 It U a bittet pill to 8 - -ms
..m.-Fawism is too r e n t .  I mentioned the name of Gostantmo

Pali 1/1. A bit better. .
1 i, ..viaii ( a.iiil, Rm im .m ia n Prini'- M i i i im r i , U r r ' - in l in  i ‘ I3 > 1 ' *'

J /r |r «  (;<| luanu, leader f tin lo u .lit a .n  bon « aiarU ^  ^  ^
|i.iiulitu'i, |..r 11 i.rly |iitii nt uu- ninny t in,.

B “ ‘V In ' I im  ’■ puratr.l In Ita lian Sm 'nUUiu '' ' ,v i,lte  o f Am liara.
' Alev.nm . • f W  Hu-.... t .a..........  ,U c [  f(,w |.„,r.

t'fin«T \ icr- ( .i>Umi'a, < iGvt 1 nor "  K u i 1 ' 1 _ of
• Prino Oian (ii.u uu. Bmgliew ‘
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J a n u a r y  9. /fw ro/./f for Budapest. Conversation with Villani, from 
which I derive the conviction that I shall find the atmosphere rather 
duudefl as far as we arc concerned. We shall try to clear it up. Enthu­
siastic greetings at the station, in spite of the snowstorm.

J a n u a r y  o . The Conference began lor me with two conversations, 
one with Schucchnigg and one with Schmidt. The principal ibject ol 
the Austrians was to settle the question of the Bi itish documents relating 
to Schmidt’s conversation with Vansiii.irl. At first ( was inflexible- ■ 
though it immediately became clear iliac the Chancellor was not 
pi 1 pared to sacrifice his Secretary ol State to us. There was nothing 
for it bui to relent, but 1 could---and did— still drive a hard bargain 
before granting out- pardon. In tins way l had Schmidt on my side for 
the political negotiations. He began by revealing to me that Kanya 
was prepared to recognize f  ranco, but 'hat he would only do so under 
pressure from me. The hardest thing for the Hungarian-, to sw tllow 
was the announcement about Geneva. O n this point the Austrians 
were mure prepared to yield. On the other hand, the) wanted a 
declaration about ihc independence of Austria, which out of considera­
tion for Germany i felt wc could not make. Hie Hungarians asked 
for dcclaratn 1 about minorities. This request was aimed mostly 
■ gainst Kounumia, but, if 1 had agreed to it, u would have annoyed 

the Yugoslavs more than anybody.

J a n u a u  v 1 1. I'hai is what f wanted to avoid. Beales, tins tall, ol 
tninoritic., without pan a "l.iri/ution, would haw given the Little 
Entente a iw.v m ui\c li ailidarity just at the moment when it is going 
through a most acute '-i-isis. I lu- nference llim bn a in a climate 
which \ is anything but easy. There was friction on many points. 1 
ui. 1c 1 he igui.'tl eene-al , VCV. villi particular rele n r 00m  jrl.i 
tions wall I ' .lin o  I lus V..J 1 nilijeii w i n 1, p; lit utarlv worried 
Kanva. I ivc a tiddly optimistic llaviur to my repi.il- u was 
absolutely necessary not to al.iun ' In- Conleience, 1 wanted to secure 
1 plicii adlu i< ik'c to our polii v. Kam  spok very (utterly at>out the 
1 ittlc Entente and about the -u< - at the hear I .it tue three states. He 
.rid  that Goga 'S a double deserter and d c su ik s l Si .yadinovn h ns a 
Ha kail rullian. 1 promoted and declare! that wc in Laly haw 
11.won to complain of the policy of Belgrade. Kanya has a mania 
about the fa ille  Entente KsprGally Kmimania When lie wants to 
insult or disparage, he <ays ‘M-” - Roumanian’, .>1 ■ thievish is
Koumai ,01 ; or ‘ahn< si a - much a h o r a Roumanian . l ie is always 

n-iuig espiessions like that.
I ' mu a r y  ta In otrin to arrive at .1 positive result for the tripartite 

declaration l was e.vrniually bligol to use a firm h nut. 1 hen they 
gave way. I I , .  virtually ae xpusd all the formula I [imposed, with
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^^L-SJSTcw alterations, .suggested by them, which, in my opinion, strengthen 
rather than weaken the document. The negotiations took place in 
D aranyi’s room in the Prime M inister’s mansion, with a large portrait 
in oils of the young Franz Joseph in 1848 on the wall. How history has 
changed in ninety years!

I found m Hungary an atmosphere on the whole favourable to us 
among the people and among the young. Those who belong to the 
past, and there arc m any o f them —K an ya is perhaps typical— do not 
love us I hey share the view o f a Princess Esterhazy, the wife o f an
e.\-Prime Minister, who told me ouite bluntly at dinner that we 
lialiuns were more responsible than anyone else for the mutilation ol 
H ungary, and that, while it is easy enough to pull a country to pieces, 
it is very difficult to put it together again!

Ja n u a r y  13. But th young are not like that. They love Italy 
because o f her warlike courage and because ol het social justice. 
Feudal Hungary, the Hungary ol the great landowners, cannot wel­
come 'lie advent o f a regime wl id i seriously and profoundly improves 
the condition o f the masses.

T u m i, a Nationalist youth organization, wanted to appoint me its 
Grand Master as sut.< < ssor to Clumber;.1 1 lie Government opposed this 
(,„ the pre 1 ext that it might offend, ol all people, Schuschnigg. They 
will appoint me when there is another opportunity soon. 1 here was 
also an interesting (Ir inornirr tinn at tin- theatic. \\ hen 1 rose to leave,
the entire m ilitarv college, a!though orders had been i;h'tn n i  1,1 "hike 
tny kind </ demonstration, rose to tlx t  leet and gave the Roman 
sain1 . A  clear sign o f the times. I'hr. return journey went well. Many 
courtesies Irom the Yugoslavs A warm welcome at 7  rirste. I lie 
Budapest C o n f > nice has had a good reception > > Italy. 1 he J 1 ■ e -•»-»«* 
me .1 telcph >nc m e s s a g e  expressing his satisfaction. That is the reward 
which 1 omits most.

Ja n u a r y  14 T» , irted to the Duce on my visit to Budapest. He is
1,leased with tai .'Mills m d  repeated los congratulations

IP  was riot so irritated as I expected ro find him ovci the capture, o f 
’ • »!•,<•!. ll< n ir is 11 a a local “in < 1 .s tor the Reds ol slight irnpor 

to have h< >d die .x h a n ce o o  Madrid ... ■ os to h n o i'n  re 
sigriific'tiv < ir t i :  the "Irate:, r point of vi.-w lie  vr ''i!<! "• 1. to have 
nunc definite knowledge of Franco'- plans. H r is also talking of th** 
possibility o f 8 landing at Valencia, to take the Reds in d"' ‘ ear. fra m e  
md l',ii"l.irid w ouldn’t make m ow  But t-> do * 15 11 wo,,h. oc 

nn f'lbiiy 1 know what in I ’ranco b il,ir 1 u (' I’1 - ‘ *,r
guaim.K • [I. rh.tps even o f a tcrritoiial nature 1 «»"•» uot conceal my
inxi f  l < ne,,dt r ill.-, du.il he wild ,• the F< ds h.n -stro n g 'h e rd

> ui.i ■ i-l.i.. inrinr i I lu'irarinii Prii"*' • t>i s i .. ’■



uicir position. T should not be surprised by an offensive in the 
near future which might push back the whole Nationalist front.
W hat would happen then to our thirty thousand men in the interior o f 
Spain?

The present position is, in my opinion, untenable. We must make 
up our minds— either we strike the blow which will precipitate the 
crisis or we skilfully disengage ourselvc. and rest content with having 
inscribed upon our banners the names of the victories nt M alaga and 
Santander.

J a n u a r y  19.' Nothing important in the morning. Several minor
interviews.

In the afternoon J received Maulers, the Latvian Foreign Minister.
Not a very significant figure. He claims to be the representative o f a 
Fascist Government, but at heart he i; democratic, and pro-League.
I he secret <>1 Geneva, as far as little countries are concerned, is that 

it; serves for their politicians as a stage lit by the spotlights of world 
publicity. Munters was overjoyed to be able to say that be knows all 
tlie more or less great ones of the earth, lie  drank to the King
Kmpcror'. This is a specie: of recognition of the Lrnpbc, lightly
cl guised but definitely useful as a way of shaking these little northern 
states.

[ a Nit a r y  :>>. Bo the leader < .f the. It dian l iongx -  ’ ’arty, talked 
to mi length about tie. jm, ly : |«. iiiou I litliei < > they have i” t been 
able tc- .'IMSiiiplisb much, ( 'o a t  Britain, from the cento-, even 
supreme po. er. In the ,jrovin' e* lew uniniportunt rlepai intent* have 
be. 11 rill'' 1 led to 11 liana, treat 'ailaiu  lias esielhau areiil: in the 
huge and sn 'll state , which an governed despotically and rely upon 
I! ,,|i it o* ■ i > • i'i' ip; cl. I he programme ot the (lor o '  Part) is 
tie independent - of Imli i. I he me .ns by which they hope t achieve 
it c ohxttui bcaiiMU a id |>a si i lesistance. No armed struggle. All

• co itihue ep On a f a t vonfihd a bom our
intentions a.. I (ront lime (■  time t , infonu them about ilu • i • nil 
political situation. I his is : ' enable them better to orientate themselves.
1 Ibi m part .*i.iguested to d..,e that be should din- t his Luli.m sympa­
thies towards Italy md ja p a u  lh« two countries i 11 have dot 

l0 i,I1( ,ir British pirs»: ;>• Me said he will try- but it will be 
di'lieult the ' uli.iti people me governed by '• ntiment and

:hir :. to-da-,, jnsta, tbcvsnppofod AlnaM.ua l\ i-
• fr m m ) fleeting visits to India, I have formed the opinion that 

th e ., a r e  a. flabby , . >pl* in c a p a b le  of > tron | I * ctto n » , and th a t t h . ;

ill .,.  | ,.. i,,, |nll,,nrv IS timU wr tniwinR frnrn the illiwy.
c . V ' |„ ,M hr I .lined. F e e  'o ti.. i ' .o\111 o ncnt in H»n.< 11 -

,  I, j ! " . . . V l ' ; ! , : 1. t|„ W,„ power-, «-,«rted killo.l in 11 flying au l-.n ...
A'lyiel .114,
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' -Vull U'lt t t independence until other forces, bring about the collapse of 
Great Britain. And perhaps even then the country will only get a new 
master.

Meeting of the Committee for the I'hhrcr’s visit.

| \ n u a r y  J3.1 Nothing new. Sunday at the sea.

Ja m ' ah.', 1 am mow; and more worried about the situation in
Spain. flic  oI'ciim v  towards 1 cruel, which ■ ■ hould have begun to-day, 
has l» . u postpone I again. 1 indicated to lilt Duce that a conversation 
w i111 I 1 mo- might be necessary. V> c could gel him to conic t" Cagliari 
l.y mm n I tin two of us, Mussolini -nt! I, could meet him there. 1 
iliink a (Heeling, would •. lear up our doubts about his intentions and his 
potenti.tliti< oid would help us to fix the lines ol our policy. For we 
n ail; luma u.il r a decision about Spun .

As dun- is a lot of talk at the moment about a whole* war with 
(01 ii Britain I ".aril to put on n . ord the . a igiri o f Kudin Bari's Arabic 
bioacli .i'.i Y\ 1 it'll 1 ■ . I rider-Sec ret.11 y for Propaganda 1 was asked 
to do something lor an Italo-Arab, the brother of a bishop, Monsignor 
Cuban. I took him on at the M m e tr  and, as he spoke Arabic well, 
we t 1 m to give a lecture and a news broadcast or 1 vo. The thing 
was .1 suer < as l«aIt 1 lie g.m to pour in from Palestine. Syria, Egypt—  
and wc* de veloped it Then we had to dismiss Caftan because, on his 
own initiative, he is insulting the English, with whom we were then 
01 good terms. But in view of tin programme's sm i s- I didn’ t want 
to stop it and it . ... continued after Cattan had left 1 did not, however, 
leali.’o that I was striking such a resounding new note of discord w ith 
England.

j \ni. a u y  j . 5. A very c|uic't day.
t loiiversai on with K uo • cr ‘ with spec ial rclereii'.c to the attacks .1 

i'ic S\c i preos l<uc,gc 1 points out that du; paper:, eotin . ted In I ug 
in 1 he.- c M e me h li m il hate \h H;iJ and his Government. l ie  asks us 
noi o 1 x. -tgerate du n -iiii[>or'anc:i

In Spain tin P eels ha c attacked again and the ...Heir ■ (' on J cruel 
is 1 olisc:f|Henlly.)'o Ipow il once More.

| i m  a i o  a(». Nothing impoiMi it ha happened.
I w.u. in i '"  sled Ii) report f r o m  C1.111 i about 1 . Oliver ation with 

A r.i,, ' in tin coins' ot v c , I, they e:,.imined the possible lot 1.is vvhu Ii 
h " .  1 in the Mediterranean mig! f t ike. (.all emfili.1 a> > the |•>-ssi 
l.iho, ,,( Inckisl; lioo)>s being sum to Egypt to defend die Ctut.d, in 
view o ftli me 1 dial t Britain would never be able to raise a large

1 I I.. Ii m tin | . . ........ i n . l /  n 11 in.'. I nun **" 'I' ll)'.
Caul Km* ■ ■ ■ it, Aptit MiiiiaUt hi Kf»u\c.

* ( liumaipi .........  Sn„, I'm , 1. Ill Mill I '1"".'" Mn •'
] 1 . ‘ ii 1 e ' t \iv i t.rK’ ' i i ' " ' -  " ’ Miiu

. ■
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urfmy. It is a new and interesting hypothesis, which I shall mention to 
the General Staff.

Nlarzio was baptized by Monsignor Celso Costatitini. He received 
tht: water and the sail in religious silence, wiilioul a tear, which tile 
experts say is almost a miracle.

Hasscl we it olf on so-called leave this morning an unspeeded guest.
I heard tin last night from hi.; daughter, who also told me. that von 
Neurath was furious that Hasscl had managed to have explanations 
with the Dure and with me.

J a n i ' aiw. _'f).1 The Duce is preparing to write a letter to Franco, 
tn stimulate him to do something decisive. I encouraged him to do 
this. We must get to the end of the Spanish adventure.

Nothing else.
J a n r u n  ;o. No events worth noting.
1 have ad.ised the Dure m t to let Bison continue his flight to 

Arge ntina where some hind of hostile demonstration against our air­
men was being prepared. There is really no point in exposing equip­
ment and men to the not inconsiderable wear and tear ol a tin ere 
thousand kilometres’ ilight, in orelei l<> give the rabble' ol a set ond-class 
country like Ar^rntina a chance to iiisnlt us. The I Hice agrees- t u.) 
will not go. O f  all the countries in which 1 have lived Arm urina is 
e 111airily the "lie I loved least- --inde ed I felt a profeiunel contempt toi it.
A pimple without a soul anel a lane.; without colour both holed to 
ewe-trio any kind or charm on me. F ■: several decades, when all ' "ts 
i.f human wrecks were making their ' ay t > South 'Vinerf a, the "m si 
di al! Use d to slop at the lir.a place they r. ue to. ihat was the begin­
ning c Hue no'! ' i r e  ,, a city a . nidiioir noi. and Uirbiel a.' die rivet on 
whose banks ‘ li. In icem l yea.; tin • has bee n • **J-.1 to <»"•
unpleauanl mistui > ver> plentiful Jcvi I'incul. 1 don t » i< 
that can have improvi d things.

I a N i a h v ‘51 v  I S  lo be expert-M cnticiwi.s o f tin- pataile step*
I sun ted up. Flic old soldiers are particularly ag.iinM it, because 
lliev choose !■ > regard it as a Prussian invent' m. lh e  Due.t ' w ry  

Vv he has lead me tin spec, h lie is going to " ’ .kcto-morrow, 
explaining and e.wollieir the imidv.iiion. Ii seems that the K l"'' 
has expn wed himself uilfa c o m  ably, t h e  I hire’s e m u  ■ "< " ‘is- is 
n o ,  uw tai.lt if Hie Kim; i 'm lf-.-e. Naturally he won • I"' 
til. pa'.'.n I s,'-,j without making hulisilf riellculoilv *' \ \ \ "
5 T . i l "  r e i n  that h . ha. a ..... .. haied I,....... . he has m use a la,hl. r
, , ........... But , . ] M  aldrle. t m a sov re.gr, is not ., good

. . .  . i , . ,..,1 i. miiahiRIV..in III!' 'lienV. ,
I tic Icid lei laeiuaiv • , 1 , 1  .-.i-inhlim. ihr (irrenMi ge >s. ;.li p, was

- n„ ita.iik-v i. ec k o11 • i' i ’ ’ t1 , . 1  .
i„U, aid.I„. ................nr......  WH i- l ••re,. . .................. **«7-
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X S S ^ h a s o n  for stunting, as he has done, the army o f a great n a lW h f* ^  
‘ Pe ole sav the goose-step is Prussian. Nonsense. The goose is a 
p 0„ uin animal— it sav 'd  tin Capitol. Its place is with the eagle and

the she-wolf.'
The 1 luce has drafted a str rig letter to Franco. As flcrti will be here 

to-morrow, 1 advised him to have a talk with trim before deciding 
whether to send it or not.

llenato Ricci is worried about the C arrara marble, now 'hat France 
h; put on prohibitive duties. Germany, once a large buyer, has closed 
hei markets. A new marble t rills seems to be on the way.

Fi-.ni I A I Y I. A  M ilitia review— the parade step appeared in public 
was i mi <i applauded, l he Duce addressed the M ilitia opposite 

the Colosseum. He spoke m military fashion, lashing out at the mur- 
murers, whom he described as sedentary, pat nclv , mentally deticient, 
and half-sized. 1 recognized the allusion, but Badoghu and Dc Bono1 
thout i.t he mean. th «  < at looked very sour. Particularly De Bono, 
v ho said ih a after such a pee. h he had no alternative but to tft ire.

1 took Lady Chamberlain to see the Duce, and 'he -.1 towed him m 
imporrant letter from Neville Chamberlain. Two points Cheat 
Britain t, coming round to the idea of a formal recognition of the 
Empire; conversations* in begin at the end o f the month. Mussolini, 
approved and agieeil Lady Chamberlain will write to her brothel-in - 
law to inform him of the Dun ; reactions, which w m  definitely 

... urable. He showed liin sell ‘ t full sympathy with the po ject ol an 
'icemctn and said that lit ;ntn Is to m a l. one which w ill be complete 
i di.rnl.lc and able to ■ vc a a basis I u ( o-opn alien between the 

two Ktiipit s He dictated Lacy Chamberlain the terms of her h-ttei

|,> f , K(.A p y  2. The D e h-d a talk with Beni m my presence. 
Hrrli, Who hat. no IX,wc- synt i«is and alwayr seems to bo , oorny,
i .,1 nothin ■ IV to say. . -a cf futile verbiage and in tin- "ii'l-a •*» !l
t fev, i,U .. , vhi( I va ah an. by h r ........ .. tin »i.-»..ol..i..ve

t Sp nish peneraUho T lx  D urr pave him Ins " i "  to 
i i .mco An admirable virile d. on. a nt -  it rrmlorccs out "bit 
ifpruu -o l oHI.-t. lie,111. bill oprv the Wily k» US l"  ibsi ugil'V aui'v
i f f  . • lissimo is going to ifislst oft a long-drawn wm of n< rves. 

M eanwhile Mussolini hi i intensified the air rau s o » ‘ h< 1 1 ' , , fh
norveof.o  c iv r p o p u l........ Inloim a" m U..... several

................ that tb Red communications ax« 'f"4' * at«* \

.•V blow Ji ‘>n> f  Nat.oni.hs' divswm «.*oM be J " ”

tory « * * '  He is pleased He

. , , i . | ..n in l'..vvulrfl In i1 “•
Vtm.ilii.l Iviillio 'I.- It"..' Q" nlniOiVi. "I V1"1

|;., Ii -ti. ■ 111v. *‘llli. i l Hi lu. i . ' 1, 1011
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V'^~ love, 1 soldier's style, like steel, and lias inoie and more made it his 
own. Besides, he regards the Italian people -as a "  i v tough people,

W lundamentally dramatic. Perhaps sad too, like Italian songs. Om 
reputation lias been ruined abroad, he says, l> Neapolitan sin; ing and
dancing. . . . . . . . .

Conversation with the American A m b a s s a d o r .  e s auatd ot war,
but I nsplsured him considerably., \

Conversation'with the Japanese* Ambassador. I e told me that the 
Japanese arc beginning to'form a senes 9 , oca governments ot a 
provisional character in China, but that they will end by establishing 

'themselves tli re permanently.

Fi u r u a r v  Conversation with C.-m-ial Aymonino' 10 settle 
about the Flihrer’s ■ isit to the Prince of Piedmont. 1 shall tnect 11.R.H: 
when lie returns to Rome, and arrange i it, <- • aj s " it  i «m.

1 eccived Lady Listouel, the ante ot a Labour Lord. She is a 
Hungarian <■ ! ■ •■ me charm, appear to be our nend and speaks Italian 
well. She says that heeling' in Englan- and that,
when rearmament has been completed. *' “  ' . ' . V ' ' !! '
nationalist propaganda and we must i ■ " jV. , l' “ '■ 1" 1
attack us. 1 his is much more likely to 1, , T,P ‘ "> 1 ‘‘ • ' 1 * v“
become the hrad of a l.abour-Librral C >veriimcnt.

Cotivi rsmion with the lA.ee and Mi hstrati. A as mm made 1. •!„ 
of O rm .m y’s flirtation with Fram e a, 1 gave .in an omit ol a con- 
V lie hod had with Coring, in 'Inch the latte ;md tha he

,,d.......... >o mise Co n,i..ny-> potenti. • as high ;*'■  po»'-'hlr and. _f„,
l hi s , IO avoid a u.o fo, several yea,- V.U, the md ,n view 
hVba 1 of steel ' i mat b e g iv u a  cove, mg >L> *  ••*> « ; ' ‘A-ncemnmg 

l o n o w  ae nd feels tlv „,bbc -w l m  the ball is nod, 11 be 
, . , which will #trik«. MuMolmi u*»intweste H cwpu d h k eM

' early oppommi- m interna.....  ucyir-tny abom   um,d- m
oi' . • • ued.v r b- lwceu l.iea , Hnu.n and ,, He said 

. . . .  , wai as inevitable t herd. Me he d.-vs not
w ant11 t o ' lose ihe vdv ml „ , of th: u.itiadve. IU is sanshed I,
., a beta volent n r u f i •
Germany .|tl the i.knult d'JUiliu, came will, an oiler

Honmarum, ,,avl|, H ■ ban Halbo with til his le a,t.

....
VVe havt agreed to Eden's mpiesls for a stricter 

1 ' f' IM Mniimn.meau in 'he cnmp.ugu gainst P>* cv.
wiivrdl.iiwx -  (. pivn waste ot «nf.I hese m ea su re s  a i c  sin > iy

A.tliiinnl vlln 1’niM.eol I’inlmout i Aid < Ayinetiii.' Militant
■ |n li in it"  " r,K"'-' .

• Hoimiariini, ae imJuutviulise
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V;t_ «"> y I put bclurc the Duce the plan.; for the embellishment o f Rome for 
the Fuhi'er’: visit. H  liked them and approved the work that has been 
done so far.

M eeting of the Supreme Committee of Defence.
Conversation with Lord Lothian,1 Under-Secretary for the Colonics, 

on his w ay hack from India. A t his request I explained to him our 
point o f view or; the possibility o f an understanding with England. He 
seemed to me. a "  iisiblc man He approved of the idea of a compre­
hensive agreement, to include recognition of the Empire. ‘ Between 
England and Italy,’ he . Lid, ‘ there can be no half measures -nothing 
e ... -pt a return to the traditional friendship or War.' I replied that I 
ygrei.il. Exeeot that it r  no use .peaking of the traditional friendship 
— thi understanding must have new foundations which will fully take 
into accoun the new power of Italy.

Giacomo Costa, an anti-Fascist lawyer who escaped from Lipari3 
two months ago, ha offered us his services as an informer and agent 
provocateur among the ciiiiqrr,r in Paris. He is in contact with the 
journalist P.etazio. We sha use him.

I’ k u u u a h y  5. The rhung > in the German Got eminent are good, 
fliry are making rapid >nidi towarris total naziheation, and this is 

be e-ficial t-. the Axis, a ••ne if tin tropeext reasons lor its existenci 
is the identity of regime. The Jucetoo is very pleased it is an impor- 
tint r . ret. and it gives a .'..nock >ut blow to the recent period of flirtation 
with Id nee Ribbi ntrop at in* Foreign Ministry is admirable, llis  
conversations with the D uce . nd with me in t ! tober and November 
last made clear his hostility to the English, who ! ave treated hint badly. 
London was failun lor him, Ponte sucre He made good his claim
1,0 the Minister’s < paulettes in he Hall of VicLory on the day when the 
T iip n id te Pact • •« Signed. I foresee a strengthening tP' A n  anfl 
the T r a n 1' as a < suit o f what b:is happened. W c sh. 1 reat h closer 
and more coni retc agreement'. and we may lie abb to tnmk of a 
Collier' nee o f lb* three Foreign Tin iters, which might perhaps take 
place in Addis Ababa.

| have appointed Pavolini Presidn 1 ■ tin lintitule b 1 Ie -< tnational
T? . 11.. will do v e il .mil lie s reliabk

Pai'troe, hi- is putting, himse.f forward as a candidal* **»•' Commis- 
siuiii e o. Munitions, to replart D ali’ Olio who is exhausted. At a 

. meet ang ut I he S i| ut am: Coimni tee llalbo hud -poken to m o Drneiai 
’ d.e-. rn ' a a possible , ircesser | did no- lose the opportunity of

1 I 1>-,I I ,(M I •• III . I . l i i K I  I .’ l lfb-t •-■'•• . -I.JIV till i .o o 'u , tic-l'l >"' t • ' "  ' ‘ I "  .1*.
I 11,01 „„ ol ,1,1 m.» tie lue .a ll ; , which guliiiei'l .......... e-wen-routined

 ̂ • ’ ’ ’I I' IHl .1/iO, it J .I'd III (' *11/ ‘illl*
5 t-r iht.iI I'f.l. rirt, ll.ii'»itm . In. Uru' . - i. . r  ! *r V\
M.tniid! Vlfml.. 1 OIid, (.did.. n.uun f'oi Mnninun »'K ■ I 

1 1 1 l*icfro . Governor >| I. miiii 1 V
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''•Sl-£i:'-: 'T<xicd | .. three Nationalist columns in the Teruel sector, 'J'lie 
JvautA continues.

I,' t.ii it i1 a r y  8.- Alter a further hound the advance non- seems in 
|,a ■ I ..rn  checked. W ith the Spaniards, this is not surprising. W e 
have isl.ed Berti whether the objectives o f the present action are 
i u lit .tl ■ i' strategic, as, il they are strategic, the D utc intend lo 

H> ila* air raids on the coastal cities in ordci to break Red resit- 
la n ,, I have received and passed to the D ine an eyewitness account 
nl if ,  i i t . nt bombing of Barcelona. 1 have never read a document so 
i , ..i.sti all hot ify.ng. And yet there were om> nine S.79S and
1I1. vi hole 'i:.id M only lasted a minute and .1 half. Large buildings 
d' liiol. I. d, traffic interrupted, panii on the verge o f madne ami 
• «„, d, a.l and 1,500 wounded. It »* a good les-on for the luiure. It i. 
useless lo think of aiiti-aircrafl defence building shelter*- -the only 
111' ill. a 1 .1* salvation bom «»* attai:1' 151 llu' evacuation of large to wns.

! have sent a tele1,ram 1“ Berlin to put an end to speculation about 
Ihr so-called Anglo Italian r a p p r o c h t m c n i .  Om policy follows and will 
combine to follow ^ m u te ly  .straight line The J n in e  hm,l,| I, ,
1 In, t„ mind in hr perch ol February -10. 1 said this in my tele, ram 
lo \itulicu.
V F m im u a r y  < ) . According to Berths reports the .Spaniards have 
StOpiM'iI 11. order t prep e a second wave. Jo e  pause ought to !v  
.hoi 1 I’he victory just won seems to be important, ihonf.h only 011 
U tactical level adth. relnrr not d. naive

■ flw j a-r.v 1, ait cop1 htg to speculate abotii the eonver cations b. ■ ..ecu 
1 mdi lid J'  tei, ,ncl, contrary 1 < the 1 ids, to ii 1. . an Italian inula 
l ire  I h a ve  iralVd h ! u r i K i . \ i M i f  f i t f ' l c n t a i ' i </ A " ,  1 |, which I liavi 

,.t| (.) llu Dll'. ami 1 ha\ had the Rome confiscated, as
{' , \ iu. n f „ 1( (.iuiibilion it lonlim icd to build up tin it port of the 
/' ' on c m vei, .1 !•»»*; With h  V(. headlines

nidi has ephontd t"  ■ - alter reading my t< leg ram ol the day 
, . 1 , 1 I., ..r  lire 10 mark time l'licrc is. however, m,

W ' T ' . T '  l > ' * .  .

(  ̂ . ],c a lif) I '< I). 1 r ’ 1111* A t  heart hr i m m jj l.>»
'  '  ., , 11, ] . idon ',ni deles' the ( h . n 1.• 1 •.

77«»r 1 " VN M 1 r • 1 t
rt fiSuptctue  ( " " i N i i 'U ' '  ol 1 ). Iviu.e I ra ise '!  d ie  ■ * 111 ‘ • 1 , ,r

, (|i;.  ........ a ii ,1 >!i m  o f  g r e a t  .11 11 .ml mets I v a a l i v e

'  ̂ for ns 1 should Ike to km v. how laiglnm! blockaded by 
m manage to i-ep In 1 self supplied with only her .,Wi

T  lV'it'll "I1' being able ’ > (mini on the help ot neutral shipping

» * * *  J.- e c f ’C -raiiil f a ; •! 11.ll •' I liel.ilterlalki d al nail
Slt ■* CT : m.'' ’ he Mail .lei of   a a lions,

forUlWH * Jt'isku (!i tieli, Yugoslav Minister in U<uii.\
|§U(IH I ’ I,. tine t ( t iniur ili( u ir A | lOiiiini i.' \|i ikin.

§ p $ ^  >tp»i a Vu* - '
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m, niioning tins to Baistrocchi, who, it is well known, hates C.-izzet,
I hi is now, I think, not too fond ofBalbo either.

F e u r u a r y  6. Oil" compliance with the British requests about 
!>irac\ has pioduccd a certain detente in London, hclen has used caline: 
language to ' fraud! and ha-, made a statement 1.0 the Sunday , 
about Anglo-Itahan re! a  ions- the truth is that it is a very hypnc t > t i< .1 
statement. I have told the journalists not to makt too mu h of it. 1 
Iji.iic.e it ir not so much our compliance as the new German Govern­
ment which has impressed London.

Franco’s offensive in the direction o f Terucl ha, begun. Hmi tele- 
e.raohs that it >-• making good pi ogress and makes no criticisms of any 
kind, 'l l is leads me to believe that things 1 (tally arc going well We 
shall see Recent events, as well as past history, discourage one ir-nii 
being too optimistic when Spanish generals are in charge.

A long cimveisatiou with the Dure. I told him of the pessimism of 
Guarncri, who said in . 0 many words after the Jeleucc Committee 
yesterday: ‘We an bankrupt. The D m e knc‘ >»f his and lit does ,,ot 
at all siiaic thc-,< exaggerated fears. The situation i-really very healthy.
We also talked about the Jewish problem. I expreaed my.ell in lo o m  
of a S' .lttlion whit h will not. 1 aise a 1 tot ilein wh: or Innately does not
exist here. '1 ' 0 Dure is o f : no same opinion • He w.l pour water on 1I1.
Haines, though not enough to suppre the thing a ogether.

t i R OA K V  7 Grair i lut tarter I ’ll in top gca aftci hi talks ' 11 i 
Lden, and .an t" authorization to begin the ■ or/creation.- 1 have 
drafted v illi m\ ov. 11 hand a telegram, which I read to he Inter:, 
recommending t lm ; d prudence in lace of this Bni-.h zeal tor leeon 
cilcition, w h itm ig h t  alter all be a n un «,"vrr:1 r Idea’s, now that the 
th.mgt .,f guard in (.’> ■ nany ha. -hot 1 that tit. F.nglish ellorK It 

c il; n 1 |jr \xis at the 1 'H ie oi'.l are nil destinei to soecec.l. ( IUl
101,1 |,i 1, (J ( 1 11 -a,ill in an case the ecu w t sal ions m.iv ne in I'
Grnndi isliy iie ; to push himsell foi u ar 1 i Ir Would like m pi ■ 
p.D i ol the man v»ho n de pe. rc with Lsglund, a pai 1 wlijich pro 
,i| j , 1 Is to j'lf M.v a Italians. But tl w 1 t do. 1 a e an) war 
tJ,c g/.i |t ol ' Ins-ohm mil of Vfus.'iobii alone. *Vo otic W r 
to pla\ a pi rsonul role. . P

) | ,|,( 11 .e Doi.e ■ I BiltSl t"' 'll - . h to . Hi r f ’ i i fill' Olio. 
v,-,y ,,hl ltd til- The D urr said he. vill t.nl uppnuit his u 

''■ win a |,t 1;, in his . 1fI.1T. Me. seemed r.ther see,ni,.,! abrmHbrt , 
ol' Uni: 1 core In. wh . is .e live lut a miidler

i flip  ol I 1 „si i> very pleased wuh ('h -tg" »»» 1,1
•M. th-I Ni uadi a d itihbentrop km' n o t in g  ni 'Imti ., 
hours before.

( mod news from ,p„in A11 tmpobml "cak-du has 1
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and asked me in confidence, on behalf o f Stoyjdinovich, not to 
let the press emphasize the visit too much. Spaho is .1 personae,e of 
quite sufficient importance and they do not want, to inflate him any 
iinther. Cristich is devoted to Stoyadinovich and was very pleased 
when I said that, six mouths after his death, Stoyadinovich will still be 
the head ol tht Government. He is a strong man and no one will 
take his power from him.

Pirelli pro-English as ever and anxiou 1 for an agreement. He «treed 
about tjie spa i nil preparedness of tin. Italians for war, but ;r> worried 
about the lack of gold. When I said that, like M;u htavelli, if 1 have to 
choose between gold and iron, I choose iron, he replied: ‘T h at’s all 
right ii you have the iron.’ Pirelli is a capitalist— he is afraid of win , 
and thinks about his interests, including those that, he possesses in 
England,

Grandi telephone; that in to-day’s . onversation wills Eden a step 
forward \, as made \\ r shall sec.

Conversations with Phillips and llo tti —the latter for information 
about the progress of the London talks. I don t want there to (>,■  any 
suspicions of ir in Tokyo.

1 .oga lias resigned -  apparently in consequence of a franco -Anglr>- 
knwi.iii inters ention to protei l the Jews.

1 RKt u o  t r. \irj«;< I with Volpi about various arrangements for 
the If' igrndc Exhibition

( it am I ■ '» rej tort 1 >u yestei 1 lay V ' w  a ,.i i ion fits not yet arrived. Mm 
the inUTiiaiiowd pre-s is .- Ire.nlv pricking 'he bubble ol an immini-iit 
e rcemenl between Italy .1 if England 

The mts tmg between tht 1 coici' nid Ni lnisi linigg will take place .it 
Herei 1 esgaclen ’ • ■ It is an event ofgre.it interest. 'o r  1 !■ <•
present it is secret- 1 ills se n d . Nothing hat leaked out. yet. Hut it 
proves dial the I "hoa' intentions towards Austria have not altered 
feu I lie w'i ifi1 'icently. A1' m e ’! i > i on the oilier h and ha... In coini more 
rulic., 1 11 nd I i’ ". lias mnniiii" lhai I- 1. in v.uir of (he n . ideation 
o f Ausoia Anythim/ th t is n >1 thorough going is not sale, a. the cn-it 
o f Riuttnania ■ moves.

] In. ' pr, ini'ii'd 0 u,0( o lire to JM >ix 10 raise the lone of tin
mei tain,I,' ol tin G rrnuli w.a u.lol lie had inlt-ndcil to keep lt

1 u](.t itV t|,.. pretest of the .scanty financial ri.miirces ol flu. A  suci.-ition.
I don’t like this |):1 C roix, and I ask myself c hat sense there i

• • , u> i f  so many u/mime and honcm able woundedn 1 ajniiii* • 11 'ii* jh■ m
, M1 ; ,i- I. a\ untorf'jn.iif Inn has .shown no juMicuiai 

signs of heroism W e all know the circunutancei m which he was 
v nu d e l uid if if impossible to for.gel but nuhudi m All tht
more hr I. .so t changeil Ins min i. I f  ci.-t lh l» ro *rt« r goes l"

' Aiunuy , he will leave us in 'lie  lure! again.
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-T. ' F e b r u a r y  12. The Grandi-Eden talks don’t seem likely to commit 
ns very Jar. I believe that Great Britain would like to reach a settle­
ment about Spain— that is w hy they let us glimpse the possibility o f an 
understanding. In the (ace of which we have remained colder than they 
can have expected. Farinacci has replied with a downright attack. He 
informed me ofhis intention of w iiting tin article o f the kind and 1 saw 
no reason to prevent it.

There is an attack on me in Choc, saying that I represent the real 
danger to peace, because 1 have no feelings of Latinity and want to 
turn the tragedy to my own advantage. It is very exaggerated, but 
there is an element of truth in it M y conception of the Fascist Empire 
is not o f something static. Wi must go on advancing. And it is u iso n - 
able enough that the haves should be worried. As for Latin solidarity, 
it i; -/ methine invented by the French whenever they want other people 
to get themselves blown to bils on their behalf.

I have agreed with Wvsocki on the essentials o f the programme for 
Beck's visit. Another incident which will not go down well in Paris. 
Who cares:’

I he Roumanian crisis is obscure. M eanwhile a man describing 
himself as Butenko, the Soviet Gliargt d Affaires who disappeared 
from Bu unrest,  h:r : veil hansel! up al l! e (JjtcsluTci ill Milan. He 
has no papers wliii h prove hi . statements. He may be : imply a 
lunatic or a mischief-maker. In any case 1 am baring him sent on to 
Rome.

FT " im a r y  1 3. Signora Sarl.rtti wants to go to America Ibi a lecture 
tour. I will ilk uboiii it to the Duce 1 hough I m yself regard her as one 
of the very It n women capable ol presenting us in a good light abroad.
Slit: talke 1 to me about the Jewish question v ith obvious anxiety and 
was pleased to learn my moderate views on tin subject. In any ease 
s h e  already know about the pi«>j. ■ t o f making a public announcement 
o f a rear: icing kind m the near futurt.

| la- in t rep . i f  o f the Hit let-S. hits inigg conversation point to a
silent na/.ili. ...... of Austria. Flic Anschluss is inevitable. Ihe only
thing to do i ' 1 d'-l,,y it us long .is pc '1 idle.

Butenko is m Rome and fun asF d  to see tne. J will only see I11111 
when lie lias bt en <l**finit*-i> ulenti*i -I. 1 have so il, or an ■ ■ tTieinl ol the 
Legation in Buchan -t m .rdei t< tn.iki crlaiu rjflns i>a 1 >'it>

F k B tu 11 Y , A quiet day. The Duce i: back hmn die. moun­
tains, Inn i ha\< ti l conferred with Inm yet 'I •' news "m \ ietr j 
eoiilirius that il.< ua/dicatinn o f Aus'ria po •••rcan as a icv.it oi die
LkTclitca adeu meeting

I talked , Piuiani about our military rdatim with Germany. He 
is. it ..It' .i'il In utio.-i ,tood, convinced of m 1 iiievitahilil; of wat with
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X ^ T P ^ w e ste rn  powers. He regards the spring of 1939 as the most favour- 
~~ able moment for us. We shall have completed our preparations for the 

supply of munitions, which for small arms are at present inade­
quate, and France and England will he going through their period 
of most acute crisis. Pariani believes in the success o* a sudden 
lightning war. Attack on Egypt, attack on the fleet, invasion of 
France. The war will be won at Suez and in Paris. I suggested that 
it might be useful to form immediately a secret Italo-Gerrnan war 
committee. He likes the idea and, now that ltlomberg1 has been 
removed, he think: it is possible. We shall talk to the Once about it.
I suggested studying plans for an invasion ol Switzerland as a 
means of attacking France. He agrees and thinks it a good idea.
I also suggested Ending Italian troops it 1 " t  Said and Suez, all this 
as part of the surprise operations. It would be easy to arrange for 
the presence of troop transports lor East Africa at the right 
moment. He approves and will l>a» 0,1 IU>' suggestions for .,
technical examination. .

Cantilo, the Argentine Ambassador, has become Minister for 
Foreign A ttar . He is a disagreeable man and no Inend ol ours.

F e b r u a r y  Received M amvorda-and I’.tvohm
The Ducc haa «*ft the AustnvOerman Agreement. He say, he 

regards it as a logical and inevitable development m tin. rdauons 
between two German countries. In comment..-go., what has hap­
pened it is m <:« ,nrv to emphasize that it is a question ol two German
countries, r....... , to prove th ,t ■ hr is still independent, Austria ought
to join the Anti-Comintern Pact.

As regards relations with London, I have «<u « -leg,am iiimnung
)1(> om. p,licy: WC are ready to treat, on die basis ahead) Mated, once

.........ndt -ch tied of,lu Spanish problem Meanwh.le ,t .s nuerest-
E  nolt that Ed n's report of hk convemt.on wdh Grand! bV efy

■ < lbat Up by Grand,, in dint Kden Wakes
it responsible lor some part o f the tuuat.ve. hall no send 
(;i. t "E t „ f  the do. .linen,, as it ts not tillogether clear what his

; Un  r  ..... f. written lnh>r,mu •vc DipkmUh* No. - I him,elf on the
. Ml. I,:,, .. II describes o. in par ot its aim- I ".oMha-

WI', ‘ ,n .sur,•niece ol anti-Semitic propaganda. Id. my part
lni; ' ‘l ,,'vs, If to obs iving that the Jeuislt SIj U ' ' idled lor b)

,av< ’ " "  ‘ E. O n th. ground if  a we mu ( safeguard
him oiielil not to la 1 41 ^
our relations witli the A 1 a is.

. , ,  lil.iiut'iTK, <ii rn:.u> Mini n i for War m;M II. I h  nau
1 ,, . Ii . . in.a!’ -  <• .>iet.-> In ■ irc.’.l

n . i inly m.utr .m unit' " 1 ' "1,M b
"■  iC  atinii. i mo-) .' isl Citliolie wrtui

- Guido Mmnicmdi' a P"
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\ 5n.«^ ^ E B H iT A R Y  16. Butenko has been recognized by the Stefani corre­

spondent from Bucharest. I saw him this morning at the Ministry. He 
doesn’ t seem to me a man o f m uch character. But he was so confused 
and frightened that it would be premature to pass judgm ent on him.
He even asked that the guards, instead o f staying in the corridor, 
,hould take up permanent residence in his hotel bedroom. I hove 
passed on his statements to tile Giornale d ’ltalii and by means o f the 
foreign press, wireless, etc., 1 am building up the s< nsational news. Jt 
s a rood piece o f anti-Soviet propaganda, which must be properly 

exploited.
An or seeing the Duce I drafted a long letter to Grandi. 1 am telling 

him that he must give a touch o f the at celcrator to the London nego­
tiations. W hatever the result is to he, it is important to know it. Events 
may soon prevent the manoeuvres which to-day are still possible--hut 
perhaps only for a lit tie while longer.

O n the Chancellor’s instructions Berger-W aldcnegg has talked > ■ me 
about the results o f the Berchlcsgaden meeting. I expected to ' nd him 
/rushed. O n  the conti aiy, he v  is calm and hopeful o f genuine colla- 
Abraiion with Germ  my. I am move sceptical. I advised him u> .suggest 
to V ienna joining the Tripartite I’aet. It would be a proof of V ,h i. n 
indepen dent

Convei" i(i )i) with lilondel a survey o f tlie situation aid a hint at 
the possibility of a pi css truce.

I 'i.l 'k  n iiy  17. A dinner-party at homt yesterday, with many 
diplomats. I talked to GnMicli about the A u siraa  situation. We 
or., nod our lr .u tv Italy and Yugoslavia am in an identical position 
with regard to pan-Gcrm. in .m . They an worse ofr ihan we arc - 
because they ate less strong and because they have n a sin h a solid 
natural barrier lor a frontier In any c ase, there i nothing to be done.
But as the A run ian  cm k« rcl J a. found his w ay— or almost imo the 

nm ati j»ot earlier llrm  n o . ; ,u , it is indispensable that dn-bmids 
bctwei " Korm ami Ik Igradc should be fur tin a strengthened, :<• d we 
iltiMi always I" 11 in m in d  d.at I lungary a n d  Pub t too a ie  in 
■ lllilar situation. G In ', .uu id . J think we should fh illr 1 1 slmlv 

the question of an wlliann with Yugoslavia. A horizontal Axis will 
uiiik'-piv •ilil' ihf -xisti nee I die % 1 tical Axis.

A  shot 1, incidental conversation v/i 1 Peith, with vd • 1 tn"d »n<r-c 
or In, the I. ngiia.ige o f thi let a r sent to Grnndi. J d I d i-sam  with 
Lad, Chain' in lam thi morn, a; she has nO' vet ' ‘ '•cets e a i.'ple to 
hci leitti o l'F ehniarv t.

I iiaei rd J hill j , and wi made tl. usual .-m • ol the liuativ » A,
' 1. asked me vshu« 1 thou at o f tie disagreement betwr u J den and 
Ghutnbrrl.hri. J iaiil that I nitd no prei We imo- -iiion Bu • 11..■ i 1 'n
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should have preferred to base an understanding will' London on 
a unanimous ‘feeling’ 1 rather ihan on the dissen ion between these two 
statesmen.

Wrote Informazione Diplowalica No. 15, about Austria.

F e b r u a r y  18. The Durr was in a mood of irritation with the 
Germans thi- morning, over the manner in a. Inch they have acted in 
the Austrian business, In the first place they ought to have giv en us 
warning —but not a word. And then, it. instead of halting at the 
position th®y have reached, they should want to go oil to a real, proper 
Anschluss, a general .situation would be dealt d entirely different to 
that in which "the Axis was formed, and it would become necessary. lo 
re-examine the whole position.

I took the op] -a unity of finding m>5iIf m th llcs.se, alter !.inching 
with him aid die Prince of Piedmont, to talk to him as a friend, quite 
frankly. I have mad.: a Minute of the conversation.

(, nidi has been i . f l  h « l by Clmmbnlain, but l have no mforma- 
tion on the result o f the talk. On the telephone he was very redeem 
- -a reticence, it seemed to me. not inspired solely by the lea, 
interception.

I' i i h u v r y  10. Coii»" il of Ministers.
( have invited S. huschiiigg to publish details of the pan played by 

Hale ,nallU .ii Ami.twn crit.s. H< ■ ni.n mu-, about dcsper.ru appeals 
J10111 Yirrma rcnia uiin; hd-uhutp .1 nmrl be *''iifi u I. II » iruilt 
I , h;it ,,<• onl. learnt about the who'e tiling idler the /.„/ m.omph. when 
there was u<> j>nv.aid. alt.a aative and nothing t-'.iumed lot us fa t  to 
give out approval In vvhat S lu m  hnigg had done.

1 i,av. al .. teh giaplted to Berlin to Id .« he .......... dm  the. 1 .I,,.-, in
hls VO" ell should lake gaod CUM .Ot to put ih . friend hip 'I Italy on 

vVith thatol Poland, nsreri ,m inf -inmion ol At olico Mtgr-ated 
j \Ve .should leave no doubt about our r e d o , ,  lo this.
* C, I"i11 i lt.v. taken a step torward in hit conversation It really seems 

| i- . hat we may brain ion. Nevertheless, >n I'diu', express 
•VV-vs l pet ih  h UI b r o u g h t a  very for. ihlc pn wst ah ai a colonial

,■ no ............ liter it Mlikes an odd note, on the
«,urt "m » ‘ i ii)(, ( 011 i pAeiytliing su, arias ihat Ldcn, 
on rrow o "  v . l})i aiust Chamber! .in, is still dying u,

■ 1 I ,m ih,■’ neg.'iw "",-  batk where ihi" I'm...oi Li"
“ J; S u J a t i  i. •«>. ^  u ^ v  ,1,., ,hr

( | l , M | . ul ] , - n l i „ (  a . e r n m m t m  London's v, v a. He.

'ft , , / \  lie c lic  d a y the l'tlhm i’s Speech ill Berlin Utiil ,1
t i Btv, vrs .: i £j(.n.C!i uuberWit split, mostly over policy

rusts in London <)V"1 U1L 
towards [tulv. , ,1 |„ al l  in tl> original.
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According to telegrams from Attolico and M agistrati the Fuhrei s 
speech was good as regards us anil mostly directed against Great 
Britain. O n  Austria too., although the word 'independence’ doesn’t 
appear once, his pronouncements seem fairly satisfactory. Austria is 
considered to be a national entity and not a Germ an province. At 
least for the present.

In London the crisis is on. T h e D ucc has been telephoning from 
Term im llo1 for information eveiy  half-hour. The situation is fluid. 
Eden re; igned at i p.m. and appeared at the Cabinet after his resigna­
tion. The Cabinet meeting lasted until 6.30, when it was adjourned 
until after dinner. Eden was cheered by the crowd when he left, surly 
and alone, with shouts o f ‘Eden Prime M inister’. Labour, Liberals, 
and left-win;’ Conservatives have already, tabled a motion in favour id 
I len. 1 he crisis is perhaps one ot the most important which 1 as ever 
taken place, it m ay mean peace or war. I have authorized Grandi to 
take any step which m ay add an arrow to Cham berlain s quiver. A n 
Eden Cabinet would have as its aim the fight ag; hist the dictatorships

-Mussolini’, first, I am waiting for news at the Ministry, The Ducc 
went to bed at 10. Signs o f the tim es- -the English are working on 
Sunrhr , while the Italian C h ief enjoys his ‘week-end’ .4

J. l;UJ< 1 a c  v v i .  It was at .1 part) at the C<donnas' that I learnt o f 
Eden’s lad last night. There was a general cheer at the news, lh e  
Prince and Princess3 o f Piedmont were there, and the Prince insisted 
on drinking several toasts with me. From the Colonnas’ 1 cave in­
struction'; (or the press not to In too triumphant— we don’t want to 
turn Eden into a victim of Fascism. In fact the papers lo-d.i , picscnt 
what has happened as tin n- .imal development o f an internal British 
Cabinet crisis. Perth, who V tel,ing it well, telephoned this morning to 
.suggest that 1 shoe I do just what 1 had ahead . don.

C o n . 1 nation with Lagardellc,* back from Paris. Fhe old words and 
the old chim es— the whole thing out of date now because of this
British business .

Grandi telephoned a brief account < .(’his conversation with c n  mm 1- 
l„ jn I confirm' l ib  1 w. .reread to begin negotiations 1 the basis

heady Mated. It •< ems thru instructions will be sent to l'< 1 th as kmui

,l' I ’seulnd the programme . i'Beck's v  it with th. Polish Vmbassador.
I lie press will have t-• n  Irani bom  giving it an 1 rcrl‘ 11 1 - '" a,' x r

li,. event itself is sulla icntly anti-French, and *L* ' c tl’
(*;n|-G.isi/f! tlir fur; 1 in print.

I’f i'iii' iHn, 1 svinti; s 1 -<>»1 ̂  in tlu Ahrc-./i.
* >»* l'it.i;ll*h iht -Mi.iis.nl. . k I < mxtld of il.e Beliiinu
- M .ir<  will I I’r ie .r  l  ah. ito a m l w e r v l I' 1 ’ • ' ’ '
• .1, utu'Tlc, :i i * f1' 11 (iiplciiuf
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Seit-ggi1 has invited me in the name of Zog to he a witness to his 
marriage on April 26. I have accepted. I still firmly believe in my 

i, programme for Albania and anything that can enhance our prestige 
and our influence must not be neglected.

F e b r u a r y  22. A  long Council of Ministers. When I gol back to 
the Palazzo Chigi late in the afternoon, I found Perth waiting in the 
ante-room. \ have made a M inute of our conversation. 1 want to add 
that he didn't seem to me at all distressed by Eden’s departure— he 
blushed like a child when 1 paid him a compliment on the w >rk he has 
accomplished. It is odd how easily the English blush- -much more than 
we Latins. Shyness or modesty?

Conversation with Lessona, very worried because the Party has 
started proceeding.' against him on account ol De Bono’s accusation 
about his Diploma ol tin March on Home. Lessona has drawn up a 
memorial in his mvn defence. Very weak- as the only witness o f his 
participation ia the march he cites a dead man, Dario L up i.a 1 Jc asked 
trie to intervene, l ie  realizes that the battle wi.l end in Ifis defeat.
Hut is he really worth saving?

W ard Price* asked for an interview with the Dure or with rne. !i 
doesn’t seem to trie a suitable momeu1 I confined myselt to giving him 
some general information about the forthcoming negotiations and 
denying the rumour that we have asked London lot a loan.

Tbit gs aie going well in Spain. Tern I ha oecn retaken and the 
troops are aclvniu inj< llcrti thinks it is possible to reach the a t and 
j< asking I 'cam o to use our do isions. i he Dm e has si >1 Franco a tine 
K-lc)1 r.iai. u .png ■ nn on to fig lit and telling him he mu*. > hno:,e bet w cen 
using tie' Li I'ionan -s in battle and sending them home.

1 i- iiRUAlf. -’.'k Schtc.ehnigg h in sent, by wa> ul'Chigg the fra*pu n 
.,j lorthr t i l i n g  speech wlnth • >nc■ t iis J1 >Iv It n goml fin one 
thine it gives the lie to the rumour* of,A change in out attitude towards 
A .ism i.i. What in Lu l eculd wed**? '-tai. a war w ith Cct mam ' At the 
first allot W. fired i very Austrian, without a single esc- ption, would 
fd l in ! ehind the L ir iiia u  agaii .a as. 1 have thanked .•sehusclinigg 
’ 1 j iavc at,0 suggested that he should m;ik< it clear that the inde­

pendence of Austria is based on the will and determination of the 
\ustii.ji .people and not on the unn ru in  guarantees of foreign ate . 
v country whose independent t is assured by outsiders is ifinally

linished. I I  I
I he strugel' m Spain is ■ •■ out .titling victonoiisl . I ratieo imetl exploit

1,K Mine s‘Vo the Utmost anti use the favourable situation which I
. . .  ,,.0.. Vliiiiaiii haiK /ogiuirt ............. . Rom.

,! ' 1 1 ' , ' ' ,,-i 1 1 I.J'ieatinii in M in:.,i|ini’> (1. a t l.ivt-i .iicri a 1.1lJuiiu 1 .ii] n, 1 1 '• J. 1-o'*

* Uc»rgr U 11 d I1 'it. of the ,>‘uiv

/j#*- ' G° i x



^ - • ^ r i s c n  as a result o f  m ilitafy and political events. I f  he misses this 
exceptional opportunity too, it w ill be a definite proof o f Ins inade­
quacy fortu n e is not a train w hich passes every day at the same tunc 
— nor an honest wom an who gives herself once and lor all. She is a 
prostitute who offers herself flectingly and then [.asses on to others. II 
vou can’t m anage to seize her by the hair, you h . e her 
' Farew ell visit from Cantilo, who is shortly le w ing for Argentina, 
without much enthu.fi;. jfi for w hat he w ill have, tp do.

1 .-n n cA R v  Talked to Cristich ah'. ut the Slav minorities in 
Venezia G iulia, lb  order to help StoyadhiDvidi m a parliamentary 
debate, l said that wc are still prepared to do something on their ..ehall. 
thoneh what we could do I don’ t k n o w - .-they arc quiet people and ask 
for nothing. If only the Germans in the South Tyrol w ire equally

docile. T , ,
Blon 'el wanted to survey the European scene, pausing t ^ondoi 

and Vienna. I expounded some o f our idea' about Austria. l ie  wigs
o b lie d  to admit that they are realistic.

\\ arc! Price < ame to ay good-bye t • me before returning to London. 
\mm,i a her U ingi he .aid that Schuschnigg had said to him that 

ItaK ;• protection d  Aie.tna was incapable of practical realization, 
bcc-u. , if  one Italian n-ldicf set foot on Austrian tem to iy , the result 
would I ie an union sa< rh  against us. He also said tbai in a recent 
convet a ion Goring gave him to m ukrstand that in Berlin ahissohiu 
had mm or le . • iven the Germ ins a fret hand in Austria v\inch it 
untrue. Coring added that in any ca.e it is a Germ an question, in 
winch other jioweis are not permitted to interfere -the other Pl,u(rs
including, so W arcl Pn < says, i ah .

■ pi„. Duce has telephoned to say that Schuselimgg made a strong

sju-.v !,, on the lines of our ug: d ions.

P. hu a r y  a;,, l he Mine v.'.n: ver pleased with 
„ , h tlloh hr heard on tin u in  l-s.s. He was p an e ula.lv ‘  by 

lb.- cntl u i ts- ol the Assembly, whit h has g.v, n him more ■ •"h.
ifi, vital hy o f An-Itia. Vie say, that A u st.n n  pati.ot -  

■wakened yestu ila  a<mr lam ursbo... for »'vne." ^  ' , ,u.‘ ,
. ,,f unilorm ,, Hags and I. m u m help* d m
i t ' , ...... .. I>' •.... lN I.ifi'cvil.ili. mg Hi,iI ir-.-i! lite ^ rtj i;.SiYli'!! cl■ •o**'
*«•« ■ ■ "11 d .1 ai II M. huschmgK had a p r  a m i V<' ’ . vVouJtl„-. , , lVl.
, uitme ,c ,  n.on\ md the ihamblmg ' >‘ .k ol a m<

1,1,1 * 1,1 ,l • !'" <' t8S‘ .. . wid London and
Vibani ask'd  nu ft.r news ol - t r  Co. f1cn(ra| p uru|„. |

w l c n c  i t ,  r„.rt of the prog, amine to dr wull
ir|)h, d that It is not. Am I conli.iiud ■ ',^ 1  t() 8Und 1)esi(k u
I,, in .Ion is not intended '•'* ■

I  ) y, (ct
f p  ga  CIANO S DIARY ^ >  |  J
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ok leave of von Hassel. A  brief, cold, hostile conversation. I feel 
not the slightest remorse at having caused the removal of t his man, who 
was a bad servant of his country and oi the cause of Uermau-Italian 
friendship. He i:mv jierhaps have tried to overcome his hostile senti­
ment::, hut he did not succeed— he belongs, fatally and inexorably, to 
the world of Junkers, who cannot forget 1914 and, because they are at 
heart hostile to Nazism, have no sense of the solidarity o f the two 
regime:,. Besides, von Hassel knew Dante too well. J distrust foreigners 
who know Dante. They try to pull last one on ns with their 
poetry.

V i- uv 1 , , rv  jg  ['lie Czechoslovak Minister' came to protest about 
the article in the Gimnale H’ India stating that denes- had told a foreign 
diplomat that as early tc»2;} hi had recommended ‘getting rid o f  
•Mussolini, flic  iiitbrmation was pi■ ,vided by us and 1 unes irom tile 
deciphering ol a telegram from the trench Ministei in I niguc. 1 think 
that w  oil "lit now to release the document to the pi. ss, particularly as 
certain -h i, hm, math by denes of lh. other Little hutente countries 
m ay lead to a viol, nt controversy, perhaps even a u i  i'

Received Spall.■ the Yugoslav Minister of Communications.
The Ihiee is very irritated by the tact that Franco cni.tumrs to keep 

an . 1 niter r forte, out o f at 'ion and S not :msv >-. cd he. le.i -r lie  
has given order* for the air. rail in the Balearic Island* to aim,mi from 
,h operations uni our infantty too is uv .1 J •"* idlci’ *v is destroying 

lhe morale of the Hoops - .use, of in liaciplii have become more 
ii ,ue.it and lot the li st tan. there have been Ictvrltmis The
i 01111I1} '< tired of (la afTiirs • fSpaiii.

Went to Ins station to vveleoue' Cniziani. ’1 he Dm e was tim e, and 
ll v | , ,■  r the uppi 1 hirt.m by, civil an.I military. < )nh H idogiio 
i\.t, passing. ‘Hu* wide, nte of the rro'vtl was .>n the whole, m gan im l
ip.l |h, rcl'or. o f 1 wan th w h it f  I rib ■ 1 i"  r. uv ..... . In tl" ear tile

j j  , s;lit| , , n,e ‘ ( I r a a o i  must l ia v  been plea- a I that I em biaied 
l.im. He fimghl well, but lie has ■ ... m u  u badly.

f |U , „  ;  | Jew to 1 lore, a w hite I esan ill'd the I iih i- l ’*
, „  l, '1ill,ci , piaint-.d my el kit the preparations. Ml ..dinirablc.

J h 1. to Leghorn, and finally mi to Turin

\larriage of thi Duke o ft  Iciina." M w l uuiinmr- 
; ' l A '\ ;il,y amoii", ' !.■ T  n in aiistocra tyainsi o n -  b ri.i. ,

111 V'"! ',,,' ulorcd good i nough She is not good-look.' g and i.
! W ,K’ lS U"  . ., n,v.,llcmnkv, Ministor in R ou e yu aTl, ft

- fAillih' 1 |v,‘ . , ( t.w(.rVlUr
'«<er "I •I,,*!,) ikin, 193 , •« "I '"I . «• Forcijtn Minliter.
l- .t u.l Henes, Prî ldcto. •>!

" "  ta, C , ,.0I, in the K ia g o lT n tly . II I.li.b , tio u n iw  Mm ■„

I M-.. Mli,,,. a . arlolli. W I. lie '..o  i t
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jp SirE ^ cttin g on in years. And as if  she wasn’ t old enough already, ihe priest, 
in rcadin r the certificate, added on ten years to her age by mistake!
A slip o f the tongue which the bride will not t rget.

Afternoon with the Fascists—very com radely and friendly.
In l b' train 1 ha ! a talk with the Princess o f Piedmont.

M a r c h  t. Nothin ; particularly im portant while, 1 v\as nvay.
In spite of our press i •> Franco refusts to drive the Tcrtiel at lion 

home. He suggests another plan, in the lielehite set tor, to be put into 
operation in ten days. Bet i would has e preferred to operate at Teruel, 
but he is not unfavourable to Franco’s proposal.

1 reported to the Du< <- on my visit to I urin. He agreed when 1 told 
him o f in> impression that monarchism there is half-1 "-arted w hen  1 
ip ke <;1 die Housi ot S .n o ' 1 my sja-eeh thro was almost no reaction, 
while the name of the l)uee was gte' ted with endless acelamalions.

1 ha’ ■ banded Ci i tied a copy o f the Fragile telegrams. It transpire. 
Iron, t l '  in that llenc.s call' d Yugoslavia and F.oumania ’em . ardb,’ . 
This should make Hclgiadr sit up and think.

Salatti has given mi some unpublished and very s< i ious details oi ihe 
H itler Se.l"isdinigg meeting. Ihe violence <t the Chancellor was 
apparently something unheard of. At the slightest sign of resistance he 
threatened to occupy Salzburg. Si.husciimg;1. is now thinking of holding 
<j ple|jis( it'., on the results ol v ln eh  the b< • lsiori l.u the lutiire o f \u.sina 
,v«Mild depend. In his opinion, the piognostics should be favourable to 

tl - Fit trio dc From . But if lie is wrong, doesn't it mean an immediate 
i risis:’ 1 s u right to take the risk.1

M a r c h  j . Fast night at the (Jolounas’ 1 heard that D 'A nn unzio1 
ti... I dii d, and received a message about go mg to Gardortt with the
f.tiire. U r  left i H this morning. I ta .i ’ i ay that the I luce was very
moved. Hi considers that D ’Annunzio had an env,able Ian a
glorious and 'a-r-ai life, ending in aul. . n death at an ago v hich it is
uatiirat ti triM iil i; the in  m i I hie. I le to'd me tli.it tilt news earn, to 
'.mi la a nl . t< li phone ( .ill from IVcf’ei t Rizzo." who lived lilt-*- III) 
these worilt I am mmy l<> h.i < to give vou son ood news! \ slip
< ,1 i lie toogin "  liii h I . 11 a • . the (e< lin o f ihe |,olirrinan gki'l 1 ' ■ 1
•pul ol (us i'ill at he l

l In D ili1 vva 1 at I o| prar.e f a  I) Am in ■ .e • * vi l > :,’i-hei and
j .til , iai, anil u to toi his heroic. po. oy ..ml •.■ .ni< 1'I his plays, but 
ci ilieal ol la no- is. vliu '■  ti I'-..us!.. ;,s tooii-.v rches I tin nine- 
i i utli i iitius. Ih iianliliai D 'Auuiiii, o oi if .  wliol, lx h a n d  well 
ai .e> -iis i ihe i' iuiiu . in spile ot tlie ia< t tlni' h i tin first seven or eijd,i
y<- n lie ms te no overt a< 1 ol adlir.i n • • however, he hie laki n

1 i,.,Iio 'iu  i! Atinillizii,, (In Is 1111111 [HK ’ i 111 'in m ' i n 'ni 
! (  l i ' lV . ll l l l l  K i. 1,11 l a i n  p ln i ' - '*  il l i f .  I.sj '• .'I «>• '•
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a stand against us in 19-24, he would, the Due. think-;, have been a 
dangerous opponent because o f his large fo llow in ' among the young.

T received a telephone call at Brctcia in the evening, telling me that 
/ Lord H alifax will be obliged to rect ivc the Negus and that he able: me

not to attach any importance to this and not to start a press attack. So 
he it nevertheless the interview will create a bad impre ssion. I have 
had this made clear to the English Embassy.

M  a  u  n h  3. T he funetal took place this morning. I went with the 
D ace by car and throughout the journey he did nothing but remark on 
the large quantities o f scrap iron to be found in the counti ado. He 
believes that the total for Italy must be five or six m illion toas. He 
thinks of requisitioning this ‘open-cast mine in the event ol an emer­
gency. It might suffice to provid'* iron tor a year of war.

O n the journey b.t. k 1 had a long conversation with De Bono, who 
talked at length .>i cut the Mattcatti* affair and told in< tin teal truth.
He, I V  Bono, knew nothing about it. As lm the rest ol tie am y, I ihull 
remember it without putting it on p a p a  But whs did the old in in 
talk to me? J’< rhaps because he has full confidence, in my discretion. 
Personally, in his place, 1 should h a w  held my tongue— on principle.

1’lie visit o f die es-Negus seems to have no significance. M eanwhile 
v < learn from the English that they are going to get into touch with 
Berlin as well, with a view to a gen i.d pa< ideation.

M  i"  o 1 1 1.ineo has replied to the Duet with a very coir prein n-
letle, n w  rich he sets lurth tin reasons for th ■ jio>i p Moment d  

tl” . grand olh ■ 1 i \ t . I he 11 nth is 1 hat the Red lor< < i 1 Asliiri.i:. bad
Hot f a i l  liquid 'ed rapid! • i-llough and (I . re w ie .till -' ■ . .ug e< Hires
I 1 ll'SiM.iiii e  thi p  , w b a i )  r e q u i t '  d  th e  p i '  e i iK  ol N a l io i i i i l i  I it < ps.
Now th e  in.” bine s in gear and 1 lanco's lorceasl lm tin- lu llin 'is 
pn-tl\ opt mate. If. belic'i's that die Reds h a ......... ...  ipaeil to’’
II asl.uii e lei1 tiiud 1 a it the hist .erioiis shiv k (lies must •'olla}>-.< lie
1111 j I > t..' - .1 i in 1 > 1 tain e, moral and ip uerial, to the pres, m e  ol our
,,|„n< , 1.. I, i b ii etniiciif.'. uui 1 to 110 o if the lei i-t  pf ased the

| )llC, it , .  ,.,11 m p ly (.• in c u r-' v. ,:h  a n  awut ai -• e that lie  is ta k in g
q lS L un die voluiih • ■ i. Spain. The Duo: was very .......wed

c , 1 . , , , it, 1 ■ -cI 0111 1 ho w lc  I in tla- s i a t c i i w i i t  on  D  A n n iu v e io 's  di-atli  
, b a  11 ,,, i ,1, d i e  Vi a i l i -n i .:  l b .  l ips  a n d  bis h a n d s  w a r  n eve i  w e a r y  
of lb 1 • l i e  a l tr ib m o d  it i- I n n n i '  l i i , ' w h o m  I., d e s c r i b e s  iw 

a  b ht 1 mil en th u s ia s t

1 * -i.i- ini..' Mmte'oii : i--1 1 'r;-ulv ami nm • i tin- I i-.i out .pola-ii ' •||| - ' ” . - i -I'
I-|»„ in , lyf, r I.I,  tlir l-:i1l ill* Ilf tiail’.l lllll ill' KUIIIVV ••Iiim .ik la 1 - HUM cif

l |,|  a  !, . , ... | j ,,, I.-,| ;.!■  t I I"  i-.li-i. I V  Iti ni .i  i n In- n  ”  a 111’ -iii.il - 1” i
C l . t i l l  n,.|. , .(' 1- a l i i v  )•>• K - u n -  , • m  ' n s r . l  o/  . n m | » l i r | l y  ill  t in . rt in-  i . . m
" M n u U i l  l.y 1 j, 1 . ,, , . . . , o i : - ul  t in- Si -i iut c I In- t l - i i ' i  i n n  i v n i s  at  t l i r  . . i . i a nl  

i i ' i i i d r i t  i c , - , 1  . . . . . .  f i n d  , i  a il t o  j o  y e a n '  I m p r i u m m o t '  i n  1 5 4 ' .
‘ t '.111-1 I'ojiiiic-fii, a gi .1 .ie i)l 1 listta

' Gok̂ X
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N ^ ^ ^ ^ / G r a n d i  has confirmed what I more or leas knew already about things 
in London. He agrees with me in believing that, if we don’t get an 
agreement within two months, within Ihiec Eden will be head o f the 
Governm ent, and within four we shall all be % e rring uniform.

1 received the I'rince ol llu Y em en ,1 De V ecd u , the Portuguese 
Min'1 'rr, .uid the Dutch M inistci, -stilt hi't credentials m order. He 
seems to be a classic diph mat, with a monocle and many professional 
reminiscences.

Berlin has given us the report >1 the Hitlcr-I Icnderson3 conversation. 
T h e Fuhrer was very hard and the results absolutely negative.

M a r c it  5. Cite Duce ha.- replied to lia n r o  with an admirable 
telegram - good wishes lor victory and ... promise to give all further 
asm inner within the limit of our cxonomic 1 apa- ity and within the 
frame v uj k ot international relations.

T h e news from Austria gets one and worse in Styria the Nazis 
arc in control of everythin;', the streets uid the. barracl.s. In the othei 
provinces they are making rapid progress, l'eople arc beginning to talk 
of Seyss-liu|uart3 as Chancellor, with the speciln task ol dig mg the 
gravt ol Austiinn independence. 1 he Once is now strongly critical ot 
Schmischnigg’s perch, which he tmds warning in tad  towards Gci- 
riiany and the idihrer Sthuschuij.g talked f ig  v itlioi.it having any 
poiriihility or means of doing anything.

i unfit at the Palace, l lu  K in g  again spoke ill ol Berlin and told 
me not to trust the Germans— they are, in his opinion, always wanting 
in I yalty and always telling lies.

in  die alii moon 1 saw \ «»lpi about the Belgrade Exhibit' a and 
oilu 1 tnima rn.u icrs. I lr  is v e t' ; !c c cd a t ') 1C improvement to 11 lat ion:, 
with I mdun. In view n fw h  i he ha? been told by Schiuht, whom h 
,\. y that hi- r<- ji. r tint docs m 1 like, he believes that Germ any will 
be obliged 10 mnl.e v at by her .'ihoriagt o f lain. I lie 1 uy lu u >K̂ 1 VV!lr 
is to help f »• 1111.my in eel bark hei old ("Ionics.

M \ 11 ( 11 1 ( I k- 1 luce had 1 moment el hue an grid  11ns 1. mi mug, 
lii told c that In- iiimtioi ' >'Aiinun do. It is true tlml the. " f l  man
rni ant • < ry 111 tic. ns in !y, tail lie a there, and li "■  lime t< lime
there would I"' a nic-suer 1 mm h n ll,< I Mc> admitted that 
lyA r.m in-i-' bad counted (,., a l a  in his tile. L tulou ■ t*'"d' I" helped 
o> h . llu ■ 1 u ti i i-l u s 1 I I a n 1.

I'ellerziiui aim uu ' rl to i n r  ilns tu 'ruing tin : he. 1- "  I’*' I ' rsideni 
it ihr Academ y I .I 'N) plca'.etl to be 1< aVllif; 'hi. en.tU "C I"

111 ('( (Its 'I ' C'h •* I 1 "Ki • .!•

1 iViin r. Sril »'i I i *»t' Uir nn, .m . * ilu I mum  ̂ *•
• Nii I ItTiiln v»n Mrii1 li A m i dfJrt i' m Htilm* •'»!</ ft
* J )c \i t tr ,vc> ' I• »*i• ' .\ • 11.1 tin S .S l uili f * u»v< ' ' ‘ .*I am il<c

1 i« t nan (► •» ujuiliofi
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I received Reck at the station, The Chief, without knowing iiiin, hits 
a lively anti]>atliy for him, through that nirit tr rih which men have 
for hatin or loving without ever having seen. 1 am bound hi say that 
its usual his instinct is right— -at first sight Beck is an unsympathetic 
character, who produces a chill around him. the reception was 
solemn, perhap: more so than l myself would have wished. But 
Rastianini, who is out to sell us Poland, had caused the attendance to 
tin ell. Beck’s wife was exuberantly happy. He was very still. Howrv er,
J do not want to pass judgment on him before I havt list tied to him 
and got to know him initt' The lev words he has uttered so tar did 
riot seem to me very pro-Ccnuan.

M a r c h  7. Received l l u ... He is a ntea.su., d prude.m man, 
ohviou ly rathe, timid. He doesn’t strike me as particularly strong or 
rcimul;; idy ii iclligcut. Above all, he lacks the gilt o f exposition. Ilis 
.iiriim rnls do o il  con < idea . wiili gei iucti iral clarity- -instead lie 
losrs himself and wanders away to something neither essential nor 
pieiise. Nothing new will result from the visil, beyond a prool of 
li ieudliixrss between the two countries and a demonstration of the possi­
bility ot a closer understanding. We touched a little on every subject, 
with an almost impersonal interest. He particularly wanted me to 
realize that Poland intends to maintain 1 posit! ui ‘1 equilibrium, 
without a  irnpr itm >mg herself in any direction lit. 1 epeatt • i 1 y ... • 1 1 hat 
the alii uk ■ v, ith Prani e i ill not operate in tli t:\ • nt of a war provoked 
by tin. C , h j;: ol ].-’/• /.>• rt.4;md« die Anschluss h displa yed ■. kick ol 
intei e l v I licit ms to 1111 out el pi ■ >purl len to 1 lie imporlaiiee hit h
the pr..!il, ,n may assume loi Poland

I n t i  i a li t .......... lie was 0 1 r i v e d  11\ d ie  Duet* I’h e  ' o n v  ri..ition w . r
d e  ul to, Pint l in g  n o  inti Hi, . n  1 >< .p o n sr ,  M 1 - o l in i  1 lid noi boi liri  to  
Ilialtc m i l  t.outie  1. T h e y  m o r e  or  Je, w e n t  O ' 1 I lilt- I, r o u n d  a l l , a l ly

covered with me.
Ihe J luce b e had two intu ■ I «s with ill, Austrian Miluarv Altai lit 

I i- has tol-l hiiii tdvise Stdui-.clin agaatsl th. Austrian 1 •l<'biseite, 

jy( A , ,, j), I .until u the P dact, with Heel. I sat ik xi to the 
I Vi,, , , i p,.-,h mill, a ho does not Ide tin I ,'rli Minis!' •• Mu Inn Is 
id; fat, "jiiivi.eal, tllcsoii of fate you mu lit v.vi mi in a Id - n-li news- 
papi r as i ! t of. irivishcr of little idrb. Perhaps stir. exagg> 1 ate.t. But 
one should 11, >t ignore dies, leMuiu. iiimuk’Is.

| ]„ ............ ,^,.,1 ,,, mt a fo u l the poliii, ialis ol feline the March on
|. ., 1, t 1 j e idi San f •lih an o.1 ()i fiio lilti1 I, says that
h< 11,1,1., lorinitl.ihl. knowlctlgt o ftli, pm .Ui lives an.I interests oi all 
I'-iliana, pail.eularly in tin pivrluuicntary v.mld Something like the 

• a , I'.iii 1, ,,-t. • ttcJI'i, M " ihcje (li ''.ui Clitilmnu, twice 1 "W'li'i
, ■ 1,11 ■ a ■ „ i , .,ii(l i,|i.t. . . .  „

* .......... .1,1,1 i,ve in i ',  I ’ l in e  M  "  .tween d ig .  and d rJ t.
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o f a  small town. But this gave l.ini his strength in govenim g 
~ Tmm«gh intrigue and corruption, though personally he was honest. T h e 

K in g  does not, how ever, credit him w ith .my real greatness.
In the afternoon 1 had a conversation with Perth, o f w hich 1 made 

a M inute. M y lust itupre- ions arc not too bad, though the point o f 
departure for the dr. use tons is rather rem ote. H owever, C ham berlain  
is n i .re in -resit .1 than we are in achieving agreenn nt— this is the card 
on which he has si died his political future, it not that of the whole 
Conservative l'a- p.

M A l t o  i! ■(. (Conversation I t u e e - C ia  no-f ■ isiiuli. ! he D uco has 
ip p rov d •!' die objection;, recorded in m y M inute o f yesterday’s 

I < n\ry- Ation. N ot that lu believe-: in eternal peace. But he thinks that 
we shall n< d the live years between now  and the end of the Universal 
lixh ib ition 1 in order to rebuild our e ■ ■onorn ie  suucuire.

Conversation with Beck. I informed him of Schuselmigg's decision 
to hold the plebisciti nest Sunday . I h' regards this as a \ cry dangerous 
policy it is, however, die i i l l i m / i wi \u-un.i. I his h d us to examine 
(hi ’ 11 sch I ass problem more deeply than 1 ■ e had in our pi t \ ions, coil* 
vcr.satioiis. VV- leh each othei with tin lullovin • fiirnuila taking ii a 
set I led (h.ii mull islanding, with Gei mail) is a fimdarnenial cleim m jn 
the policy o f mu two countries, we must strengthen the bonds existing 
between u. and equally thou- which unit* us to otlur countries with 
a siiriihu political situation and interests, v iz. Yugoslavia, Hungary, and 
Roiiiriania. W ith this end in view we shall employ our united Hforts
I,, facilitate an aip crm ciil In twei u I h* two last-mi niioned count tics.

He La.; i m i led me in go to Poland I accepted, I ml did not i c annul 
my.-.cll lo am.- detinue dale.

VI a u • if ii- I e p o rl'd  m y ■ o n v  i ion w ith Beck to ihi D m ., 
w h o ’ ll iv. - ■ 1 great inure-, in it. I hen I accom panied our "hs. pin t 
m l In i w ill* to the otal ion. i la y  v . i e boi h moved mil C ittadiui • tel la 

me t i ll, a ll( r tin train had .started, they w ep 1-
lain- h u tin V -ipis’. with die l)ut lies < d e  ( l i m e  an m " m i,

| ..tinted < dd tllin - She .show red me Willi ooi in i | > l M l,‘ -st,,’ii • n •
■. h id ' 1 < olild llialtr j i«. 11. •. i| • Inn ennilHonpl.iee l'C|>l i'-’S

I p i , p a ' ei I up s|.iee( 11 I' u i he ( Irani I Council ,  where l - !"-h' 1,1 1 u-u 
and a h a lf h i  nr. . 1' went i I. ( 11 ■ I )uc( | n a- 1 d me ' < - • > I I i 111; s

ihis no ovi rwhelms me that • mi iiw.apabli even * hanking h iit i, 
1 he n a ll is tl u one only w ks in o rd e i to ple.nic him - to succeed in 

this is the great' a nalislai lion
t , , i.ifl in ; horn Spain— tin* A ragon olh nsi-' >-■ p m ci-d in g  surely

1 /  I , u • il.il.iinn iv ii . ... lift.- |.. Ml tick! in .......  “ '-I- l'» 1 i-lobr#..:
•••. uf f ii 'in i nlr.

* i .iie.i.liiii, .hi 'll............... . i i ..I tl. | m .......... I • • 111.i.ley
‘ 1- 11n He, .Ml' : ilie I)ni ile t i '  ise. |.. i u ii' . ' " 1 mi- 1  .............



N̂ - 23md swiftly. This time it m ay perhaps be the decisive battle. The 
volunteers arc fighting wonderfully.

Bad news from Austria. As was to be expected, the Maids are rising 
to resist the plebiscite. A t any moment blood m ay be running in the 
streets. Thai would justify a Germ an at tack. Schuschnigg lias made 
<i fatal mistake. It was clear to us from the first m om ent- but.the 
plebiscite bomb was fated to explode in his hands.

M a ltc ti i t .  In Spain it is full speed ahead. T he i ommuniques and 
the dispatches confirm the crushing advance o f our forces. So far few 
losses and only one division in aciion.

A  hectic day lor Austria. From hour to hour telephone messages 
have confirmed tin mobilization m the Bavarian frontier and the 
Germ an decision to at Lai k. At midday Schuschnigg ac. opted the post­
ponement of the plebiscite, but the Germans did not consider that 
enough and wanted him to resign, l'hrongh G higi lie asked us what 
he should do. I have conferred several rimes with the Ducc. W c cannot 
from here assume (lie responsibility o f advising him one way or the 
oihi r. He must aca according to his own conscience. T h e French 
Charge d ’Afiaires asked to roine and see me, on instructions from l'aris, 
in order to lorm a concei ted plan for tin Austrian situation. I replied 
that we have no intention of consulting with anybody. I f  he had 
nothing else to sav, he need not come and see me. In fact lie did not 
come. After sanctions, tin: non-recognition o f the Empire and .ill the 
otl i mi: cries indicted on us since nyifj, do they expect to rebuild 
Str-o.i n an hoi u , with I f.mnihal ai the gate Thanki to their pul it y,
1 ’ran1 o d l.nghi'id have lo t Austria For us ion ii is not an advan­
tage. But in the meantime we have acijuiicd Abyssinia.

li pan. Schuschnigg resign-, m il S.-v .s- liiqua takes lie plat < . \u
independent Austria no lorn. er exist*.

\J »ri , IV. \.i <) last night H e w  ask I see me. I was e "m g 
d i unci 1 111V office desk, l ie  is the lieaier ol a lei ter from llillr i lo 
Mussolini VA e go togethu to • '.•  P.d,i..:z> > A ene.oa. file letter is 
important-— it contains mi explanation o f what has h a p p e n e d  and it 

pre ise dec 1.nation about the recognition if the Ihetmer tic the front ici 
•, 1' 1,. il \ '1 he Ouce is pie " ed and 1 I Is 1 It- ■ to inform the Ftihrer that
Italy is followin'1 events with absolute t dm.

( oand Coum.il Bail 1 evpit s feats lot IVieste ami etiiieizc.s the 
p , o (  the < o:rinans. JNaturally lie does this behind lit •ernes 
and 111 whispers. Mussolini speaks out at him I 1 says: d f  we had 
eiglu million Italians on our lumbers, we should Jo just the same. At 
I, ,v  | si | have in I d (Imie it.’ I le is flunking o f the annexation
o l d ' . 1 , ad the n.pnrts .d m  h pt 'Vc tie eiii.hiiM,eiin for the Nads 
in Austria. It  . , Sp tin f  1 1 '<1 good news, wide !i is greet. I by

MARCH i n ,  , ; , 3 «  ® I L
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-'^thc Grand Council w ith cheers. A lter the session the Ducc and 1 
prepare the framework '> fa public announcement which the Grand 
Council will approve.

This morning I drafted it and the Ducc passed it Through Hesse we 
have asked Berlin for pci mission to publish the letter. It took several 
hours to get through to the Fiihrer. Me agrees, but asks for two passages 
against < webo lovalda to be suppressed, which is r< asnnahlc enough. 
Conversation with Perth. M inute made. T am left with the conviction 
that Great Britain will accept what has happened with indignant 
r. signal-ion. O  tvosaliru  with the Dure and Ilesse. In Germ any they 
are delighted with our line o f i.ondurt.

Lunch with the pirates-—lh< Duec asteinbleil at hi. table the tall
officers of the ships whibh conducted the piratical operations against 
the Reds. I le made a brief addrt s  praising tlw work of the N avy in 
the f Da n i s h  war.

M a r . ii i a. !..;*<• t ni-'lit at tin Grand Council 1 spoke briefly about 
the events o f the day md submitted the Ordei o lt l ie l) ,  ■ dealing widi 
Austria lot approval.

IVi-.lav all is « alm again, flu  fatal event Ita reached i's conclusion.
It  has not been pleasanl for us- l from it. But oie* day the world will 
realize that all this was inevitable. I k Due. .ays that one ambiguity 
has been removed from th : map of 1 'trope And he enumerate, three 
others still in exist, nee, which will, in hi, opinion, out after another 
and in the following order, havt to gq the same way: Czechoslovakia, 
Switzerland, and Belgium.

( Iris tie! i w ..•■ * .1 to hear our views. 1 spoke I rankly to him. I add <1
ll.at u lieu I signed the Pact with Yugoslavia on Mureh u j ol la l se n .
I was a h ' ady thinking of all that lias actually happened in the Iasi lew 
, .„d  I discussed the possibility at length with Stoyadm ovidi.
I inn ti 1 ■■ ihinkmg of the see nd pact win Ii we. shall have to t"igc "hi*
Vu|. flavin, which v fll unite <■ dc.tmies of the two roim tii. in the 
. ..mmol' dele.i. i ol om i pc live . . Ids but without iltcrmg out
Ii ,, n.Jsliip itli Germ ay. So long ..*• tlierc irec-glit*. million C < .uaiui 
in the hr.nt ot la.: |.e, for R, n e n n d f.i  JMg. adc G o  man r.iendsl.i,,
. a list.flity, . .pprcsiflvv |.< 1 1 . . . | h u t  very n .il. On* "l di.se day 
n l..•ion:, ' .'a a.:, not to > soon Sioyrfrhnovi. h and I Will have in tens 
a holiday the s. a oi a f  tic tflg-h.mie. y ("'.ether. •

In Spain w< em tinue to id* inn* rapidly and vum rio ifly.

M a r c . ii i .|. < .nod liCW!, In. a Spain -air I f "  p- » " ............ -hitf’
.a ll on iedible speed

He, k< ime to *:. e n, tie; way bill k from N »|»l«*"- Vl’ df.< us-eil 'he 
Hit nation prod m e. I by the A n u h lu n  and continued everything we had 
Ha id in our coma i iu ion of Munfli u.



Received Berger, who told me lie lias had instructions 10 hand over 
the Legation to PJcssen.1 O n the pretext o f bronchitis he is going to 
slay in ItaL some weeks longer, lie says. The truth is that he fears for 
himself and his family. He was a Minister under Dollluss and 
Schuschnigg, and it actually fell to him, as Minister o f Justice, to sign 
the death warrant for the murderers of Dollluss. Naturally he is still 
houltversi by what has happened, but he recognizes the errors of the 
federal Government, and above all he assures me that Schmidt intended 
to bclray everybody- -including us. He says he will give 111c proof ol 
this. Berger 1 jo maintain - that Italy could not have acted differently 
—if a single Italian flier had entered Austria, the whole population 

of tlii- country, with the exception of (he Jew ., would have hied on us.
1 soothed die auxit hes of that prcsupiptuous cretin. Ruegger, 'alio 

told me he foresaw great danger lor us and the rest ot the un . is. .
I replied that our frontiers, the Bivnni r included, are delernled not by 
treaties but b> the breasts of 4f, million Italians. Ho being so, we 
have nothing to fear.

M a r c h  15. The Ducc is preparing his speech for the Cham ber on 
' the Austrian problem. It isn, ' . .u\, bei ause tin; country was pretty 

sc\ 1 rely shaki u and wauls to bear what the C h id  has to s iy.
Cote.ers.iiion with \ ill mi. I spoke again of th- n e e d  lot a p oll,  • 

o f still closer tics v>iih Hungary.
(Jo 1 iv 1 a Nation with IVriii. Minute made. (.)n the whole things are 

. 1 n e 1 II, bin. I should be oil., it or ovcrwln lining advance in Spain 
produced a icaciioii against t.Ihauiberlain in laiglainl. Cliatnberl.iiU 
liaii.NCll is hill' Able But hr ha . nlrrc.l) been shaken by the a com 
plislimcin ol tin Aiis- hliis.H.

'I |,, 1 )iu e liai 11 1 ! mi In spec, le It is spl, till id M l .wlilii at Ills
best.

\ l.v i' c 1. 10. I in p i lien, e to hear the words ol the llui.e Idled the • ’ ,y.
\ i I . lit Speerh. li . ViH, il jie ’ aid old i.lei 1 dec iiiipressiou, with 

ineali olaiJe c< 1 1 In Hum *.po with the natural How of passion,
I |. ., restrained and at tun s biiintirig forth, Seldom h 1 ‘ lived’

,,nt , |,is lies a. J diil to-day. I he country 1ms h U the touch ol 
ju v 1 ;,nd re isimiils ate tv- w skull in- in isolation.

I |  , 1 0  ,TV well ill Spam 1 e.e le t n; long now l» fore die
colluiiui els in T h fft ■' 'r f  ItfROuflg uni verified "I i . a '  i.m, wntch 
'|. rare, i-,r fie an hni d '■ 1 send u die, 1 levenlli hour- -ini n uni air-

id. 1 d m fi believe t< Neve 1 lb. .ess I Have iel<g. aphc.l to Be. I
'%! ■ , , ,,,. , | ltl l( ,1 I ,s .build happen, e.e d'Otrld >r-.uine our Id ity  f

.n ficin .»ihI iii’ pi' f no *n
IK  i 1 , with Del Clroiv f* f I he visil »»l the G n iuim1 made .trrmigcftM uis 'V,UI

1 I. , 1 in „,,, ( ,, lift .ell* 1 t« iltr (.tJii.tt t'lmhii»ay " H«*uwMmt»ii | tit,nm v nit 1 ' c i’ , v 1 ■<

iCI $
M A R C H  1 4 .  I 9 3 li



XJnX^trfc-cornbatants. In spite o f tlu- murm uring o f the last few days they 
will be given a good welcom e. J

M a r c h  17. '1 he Dui e and 1 have receive d a lot o f Anonymous 
Inters in the last few d.lys, varying in tone, but all against the Anschluss. 
Now they are falling off. T h e  Duct- pointed out that they rill cam e from 
M ilan arid that, on the contrary, li< didn’t hhye a sinfeie one fro the 
South at the t one when the coasts o f Sicily were threatened by English 
runs. I le attributes this tim idity to the wealth of the North. ‘A  people 

must lie poor in order to be proud,’ he concluded.
J lu reaction to his speech in Germ any is admirable. I he 1 iihrer 

will speak to-m unow night and will solemnly confirm his lrie.ndship for 
us and his pledges lor our frontiers.

1 received instructions from the C h ief for the negotiations with 
England, in  principle he has accepted two formulas, with deferred 
obligations, 1<>r Spain and for the recognition quint;, .n, which should 
make a swift settlement possible. I believe it >s important to hurry 
because the situation is fluid and l haven t too much confidence in 

Cham berlain’s position.
1 u,ld the Nuncio that in a conversation with M agistral! Coring 

displayed a b rltn  attitude t..wards the Church and even spoke of a 
n, a I amnesty. l> r  obvious reasons I should like, il it will be 
possible, to promote such a riijif riulienn.iit.

Wrote a letter t< Attoliro about the Anglo -1 lalian talks.
In Spain the offensive is going well.

M a r c h  i O. M y thirty-fifth birthday. H alf the journey. . .
I he Du. c received the C r i’iitan ex-combatants. I hen leadci, the. 

Duke ol C o b u rg ,1 is an insignificant man. A  w all} unfortunate 
physique - whirl is enough to provi that not aU ( »ci man ; ate the giants 
described by Tacitus. In (Jcrin n> too, as I noticed during inv visit 
t h e i r ,  there is a . oii .ulerablt percentage 01 nidget*.

A t th> f Ilia 1 alter, with the J hire and Stui ace, we tal < d about Hall 10 
and i n c ’ ■ ijneil en  : bn instance ’ hi behaviour. 1 hr Dm bales him. 
Hr said he v.ill mala him end up where Arpiu.m  is. E "t, I"1' that 
gossip is la a enough we mm I an iw id cn l, a scandal to catcl 1 d ol.
1 asked Staraee w ln'llm  In had taken tin* hint, l ie  --aid he ha, and 
thinks o f ming C'nsul-< h-urr.il ( JiuiuMutoru ' I think rather ol M n ti,4 
who is intelligent and rrli.ihli and would do .wlum bly t" trip up 
lhillto.

1 I |  1)1.1,1 til a. v  < . till.,;, I e . -i'll, r. ..1 1 hr -Ass", mil"!'  ..*■  e * - ‘
C o tr b lU n n 't .  A grWiifsnu o f  Q i i t r i i  Yic to ii . i .

’  I., lul.li 11 A i  iiit'iui, I 'nliT-Sicri  t.u y I'ur iln li tnai . i s h  ; IW'iuly con
linru in 11 g  . l i laa l  priv.iu  i.

...it < . 1 > 11 < 11.1 >' 1 <■ '>i, on "iai o r >>1 the t .iitmt . I • Man I. m Ki.u.e.
•• 1 . .,1 Hi. 1 o l , t e n .  ral in ih r  Ihi:.' i i M i l - " "  *s "  ' 'i tn a ;• !ie. al I iln

1'ii-1 tii Party i

Is ( JL il l C l A N O  S D I A R Y  W  I
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Took leave of Berger. At least for the present, he is not going back 
to Austria.

Conversation with Perth. Everything proceeds in good order.

M a r c h  19. Nicolas Franco is asking, in his brother’s name, for the 
Taranto1 and two destroyers to tie transferred, a*; he admits that the 
loss of the Bainirer  has left, the Nationalists in a position of inferiority 
as regards n ival forces. Discussion a truis with the Duee. I poke 
against the idea---it would lie impossible to conceal the transfer, which 
would provoke a scandal and perhaps a disastrous change in the 
situation with England. Chamberlain is much less strong than he was 
ten days a-„o—  .ve tut': t not create new dilliculties for him. 't he D ace 
virtually agi.erl, wl lie reserving fot himself a more detailed study 1 
the question. 1 believe that instead we might increase our air lie e in 
the Balearic 1 lands and, if suitable, transact* a submarine or two, which 
would mot casd) evade the patrols.

Franco is optimistic about the situation, though lie doesn't belie- 
that the Red Republic will collapse like a house of cards, l ie  foresees 
n ist mec in Catalonia and the necessity fur action on the Ri\ei Segrc, 
in order to deprive Barcelona of its rk xtiii power

The olfensivr vva; resumed to-night. No official, news yet, blit the 
most joyous hopes of sucres- are encouraged by a dispatch. It is just 
n year since 1 wen; through my worst day; Guadalajara.

I went bad; to the Ducc again to setlh the formulas lot 
Palestine and Arabia, which an to be included in the agreement with 
Great IVit.un. li i-- d> duirly iiercssm-s to salt-guard out p u .h g ra m l 
our position : - n  ils the \rabs.

M o u  11 I ilku.. 10 (Iv.nidi llie oil.- 1 (lav I 1 i• i thin 1 he
l uropenii situ, mu 1 i 'fit |)iihaps jriu-i Icie v ilh \uglo It ili.ui rt-la- 
t i. 1 . .-ini' riium h tin. on lining Perth handed me .1 mile tailing 

I tent ion 10 the ..: I lids oil R.U'I eloua and a,hied that tle-y 111 i 1 • 111 
l„ ,di|(r a state of opitnoi- !. die to he continuation ol du- Angln- 
Italian in-'-otialinii.-.. J 1 ,'lied that operations are initialed by Franco, 
not by u - - mi' nii.-.lit, thrivloro. o - 1 i* A 1 nndnal ill;.; iiilluencf, but 
w e  e add make 11O promise-, \s P.-uh hinted at the pm.-ability of 
fieri, h into vcuUuii, 1 n i d :  it 1 tear that we would ini'iediateJv lake 
ve, y - - rung action. ’1 he truth about the an raids on Han eh "i.i is - hat 
11, 1 die 111 w ei1 1 a -u t-- Valle by ,\ln .. olim m the C iamb, ,•
a few minnies be I <.re h. hi-, speech on Ausiria b in m  km-i

' nothin" about them, and • ,ked ye-ttrvda; tiiat they should hi suspended 
fol I, ,u ul eompliiatioiis abroad M uM.nlim 1,1 bcvc.-. - hat < he .< air i.u-t; 
are an ailmirabl way of wt -kcni-ig the tm.rulc ol the Reds, while the.

• T a r a n to ,  fin litil.au rrui^'i .
! rS , a,u.h iu.li .1 o »i..ji B'to-nm wm lorprdual mtfl *u»l n M »• '*
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^ ^ • • S lfe o p s  are advancing in Aragon. He is right. He wasn’t very worried 
when I informed lurr o f Perth’s demarche. In iact he said he was 
delighted that the Italians should be horrifying the world by theii 
aggressiveness lor a change, instead of charming it by their skill at 
playing the guitar. In his opinion this will send up our stock in 
Germ any too, when; they 'ovc total and ruthless wav.

In Spain die offensive is making good progress— heroic and 
victorious.

M a u i .n 21 Approved the plans foi the New York Exhibition.
O ur troop* in Sp. tn have halted on the positions they have reached, 

jn order to alloc the Nationalists to jo 'ii up on their flank and then 
push on .vidi lh. ullcnMve. together.

No news from the other lr iris.
1 have telegraphed to Germ any to ask I'm a measure of clemency 

loi Neumann, 1 lie .,) cat \ run e ]c visit scientist, w bo ha ; been throw t> 
1st pri .on by the Geim.tri ; a' tlie arc ol nearly eighty. His release 
would be a hurriane gesture, which \ ill cost little .v J produce cry 
fas o»»i b lertacti uis. I hope the Nazis are not being too heavy handed 
in Vienna and in Austria m general. It would add to the dilltr ultirs of 
the process of amalgamation, which 1; always pretty rough work. It 
wan with 11s too, with tin Piedmontese and the Neapolitans. The 
Piedmontese used thft itrong am i. They said thev meant to impose
even tlicir e r r o r s  of grammar. And in f.ut they succeeded pretty 

klv in their intentions. Th ar toughest 'ask was the repression ol 
brig.mdtige wlm.li was a political rather than a social phenomenon.
I he measures the s employed were exptditums-— in some villages they 

ill, fin ire male population, beginning with th mayor.
Gnmdi t, le(.hones from l.otitUm th t then is a pietly slmtig move 

mint t,. make trouble, but ( h in b c ila iti is remaining firm.

M ai i n  •>. We are br aig a s k e d  now ft.'>m too many ,|uai lets t, 
intervene in lavom of people arrested in Vienna by the N out. \ , 
must rest 1 e l om inters ruth uis. 1' u st, in oi der not t assume a governess 
i,mim ic, I .r lv v i iu n .n v  res* lit went. And Silsn, ill ol .1. • out l.«
( hen| i' ll mu r« eoinmend-i ion", v hie! w< old cc. r . e  to ha r any ej ect 
if they were tor u I '• I , f.| ■! 1 .1

Berlin lias ittkoi lot out nr.-wtil lor M ail.cn en 1 aod natural!" wr 
have ua on it at once. J met him n Hurl:-p, it nod gut .1 good/ 
impression 'f him. Tho*, who knovs him believe him t<, be our

b " ‘i‘d. ,
I r e c c e  etl tin Pan . M otion which 1 going 1M s pain. 1 Iks have mi 

pi-KCe ideas ol wh.il th.y .or I., do. I l e i ......nt.ndrxl one thing

1 l l . n w ' . o  o  vi,1, Maelrcnm m. Aiati.o ,|... 1. K ■ ' ‘MH f:t l*"-vi..,iily Minister 
ii H .1 i .>' Sc< r nry  nf Si tr u lit, J n .r i .  H
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particularly: not to m ix themselves up in the domestic question,': 
of the Spaniards.

M a r  c h ' 23. N othin 'r w orthy of note.
Conversation with Perth. H e promises me a more precise state-men, 

on the various points under discussion lor next Saturday.

M a r c h  24. I aid to Cristich, who is leaving lor Yugoslavia, that 
a thousand reasons impelled me to make the Belgrade Part — to-day 
then are a thousand and one reasons for consolidating it. I want to 
get together with Stoyadinovich. W e might meet at die V en ice Lido 
in July.

T h e Am erican Ambassador came to ask us to jnji m the formation 
(•fan international committee with the objCfit o f assisting the emigration 
o f  p o litico  refugee' from Ccrm any and Austria. J replied that such 
a r .-quest war, in eonllici not only u hit our line oi arlion in iritemattonal 
a lfa in , hut with 0111 political morality. Phillips w.v, surpri ed at m y 
reply. He sees the proposal in a hum anitarian light, I only in t politi­
cal. T h e ab\s o f incomprehension between us anti tint American- is 
growing steadily deeper.

Wysot ki thanked me in Beck’s name fot our attitude during tin 
crisis between Poland anti Lithuania. I replietl that we disinterested 
• •urselve.s in 1). fate ol 1 i h iania, because the problem doc.s tint e «n- 
eet n us. W e refused to p u l pressure on th - W arsa »\ Ch >vrrninenl, I said,
Ih >-auv vte lav a- hom  ..nr own expe.i ii.nce how intolerable governess 
governments are, that 1- lu say gove nm-nls which ala.tvs feel obliged 
tn tel' , 011 th it your actio ... will create this «.r that impression. Finally,
we ate ft iends ol Pol mr! ..(»•! ii is out habit to back ............ foiemls.
dimply beeao i they ate our Ira-iuN, t •» when lorv .to ... the wrong.
B il l  th is ,  1 added is Mot the ease.

, \ 1  VI- f . l t  1 .y 1 . m v i a ' s  U101I  . ( l i t  t i n  1 b i U l J n i i r t n  '  l i i i i ' l , , | - .  1 I f

wan It d to know ' hat diplomatic in.su l.hk-iii we miei to nut in du- 
j | :  e o f t! ic 1< 01m IVotoc Is bet er.i Italy and hi’ eom iity. 1 haven't 
thought a b o u t  it yet, but the questi« , - 1101 ajipe ir dillit tilt How-
ev ,-r vst 1 ■ m •' ' : 1 ■ m ud 1 ■ -I ; bun . m ni 'lri not 10 al.. 1 in du-
( • 1 man uiiih'' »f ui ily M y advice to him was that Budapest should 
form ■ M o n t  1 t’e ' W'tlt Bcli iacf Kany.t must .wcreonie I-., hostile 
1,11 j n . i n . r u  1 f.e i. t ' b e  S i  1 b  . I In- Ballplat • ' 1 i. i 11 .1 ’ ’ 1 1 • '' 1 * ) f ^ 1 vl I t ’ li - 

In- ,,||o veil to imgt'l lll< Budnpesl of ttflH.
I'ti, < ., n, . .al la v t" entru 1 me | rt v (tally "ilh dtr task of 

mediating in tin Japan -• war. I must tread very eat. fully. It .1 
i.ldlii ult (la! (asm, jx ' haps imp-, hie. What n r. tain is that. it it 
Sin teed. I, 1 Would send prestige in th.- Par la s t  leaping up to 
innrce.ssiblt I Ight

• • j 1JI c > i.is lilt [|i' liji ■ not l-M.'i ( y MUt' 1* Utl .is Anil ni.ssiul* •! • l cl ».>
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not know whether he w ill be as Foreign Minister. He is a democrat, 
a League man, a fathead— in fact a League man because he is a 
fathead. He is worth precious little but full of presumption. H e is, in 
short, a perfect. Argcntino.

M a d c ii  26. A  report from Jacom oni on the situation in Albania. 
O ur penetration is becom ing Steadily more intense and more organic. 
T h e programme which I traced after my visit is being carried out 
, without a hitch. 1 am wondering whether the general situation- pari 1 
eularly the A & tth lu tt— (lots not permit us to take a step forward 
toward • the move and mote complete domination ol this country, 
which will be ours. It seems that Belgrade is anxious for a military 
alliance— Albania might well be the price ol it.

I talked to Nicola , Franco about <uir aid foi n>3«. T h ey want a 
billion lire , v n h  of goods, payment to lie mostly in find and very 
p o b l. m  1 ,.il. W e m ud keep odr tempers. W e «te giving our blood 
for Spain— do they want more/

T he new Belgian Am bassador1 handed me a copy ol Ins credentials,
addressed to the King Emperor. 1 was very friendly, partly on account
ol * jus political gesture he was making. He is a great mountain o f a 
man, with a slight limp, rather verbose. Not unsympathetic at first 
sight’. I f  1 had to put him into one of the two categories; into whi-h 
Baudelaire divided the B elg ian s-th e  guzzlers and the obscene— 1 
should choose the fust.

Conversation with Perth. We are advancing laboriously very 
laboriously. Nevertheless, we are advancing. 1 made a Mmntr ol the
conversation. ,

1 have ask' (1 the .1 loly Su: nut to make difficulties about K ing / ng s
ifiariv' It*; bride • t CafhoJit

\| Ai" . 1 g, l.ibohov.i, th.. Albanian Foreign Ministe;, brought me 
the official invitation to act ;c. witness at K ing Zog’s m aiti •

W ith the D ue- 1 made a thorough examination of the various points 
in the Angl' Italian agreem ent, on lb ha si:, <•'' tin v oili'i reached in 
yi-stcida. eonvei lion. I>. and lan,e the situation is hi it ly satis- 
j\„ lory,, atv I ,.c 1 an oalit ui In hu t to-day I was able to s a U l . i l l i  
on ' number "* l> *int«, ini hiding the evacuation ol 0111 lou limn 
y 11, , ., r (lie i ate ol t,nno an u 1. \ aek util il the I w o  A l i o s  ( an ps , u <

vedoced to peace si, • 11; > 11, guer'ino (or tin ileoaitun. ol .dl onr
, uhmleeis from Spam a h' end ol the w.u, " .d a n
Diphmutiea in lav.....• o f tlham beilain lu.-n still ni.uu inun-. an

„ mulaii a. he srillcd, dioV. all that relating to the r e e o g , o f
tin l rnpiic. 11 i - i - a ."  no unt.M-1 ted ous'at l< •, I ilank w. sh old
he able Id sign tin aereertMui.t between Apid 1 1 1

‘ ( ......  AlullC .!<■  K -re 11 ItcUliaKheiii.
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An aeroplane of Freie h make, but with no number and cam ou­
flaged, crashed into a mountain near Iglesias1 last night. Presumably 
it was coming from Spain and going in the direction of Rom e, which 
suggests some soil o f demonstration on the part o f the Spanish Reds.
I told Perth about it, adding that anv action f  this kind would be ho 
signal for war.

In Spain the advance, resumed yesterday, is proceeding slowly on 
arcount o f strong enemy resistance.

M a r c h  -'9. In the morning, celebration oi the Festival o f the Air 
and presentation o f the medals for valour.

Then a general survey o f Anglo-Italian relations with the l)u ce 
during our convei sation at the Palazzo Venezia. He is satisfied with 
the progress o f the negotiations and lias waved the green flag ior me to 
go ahead. In a short time v  shall he able to clinch.

An*,aide tells me that the anti-Anschluss agitation at Leghorn was 
originated and kept going by the Jews.

In Spain the. Spa turn ds are going well and we more slowly we have 
drawn the larger m em y concentration against Out troops.

I a r c h  - 9. T h e D uce has asked that the final conversation before 
the signing of the agreement with London shall take place at the 
Palazzo Venezia. I ha' will serve to indicate that the conclusion is at 
hand.

Perth thanked me for he decision about the partial withdrawal of 
our forces from Liby.. He ask' d that it should not be 111 ale public yri, 
as his Clove 1 mnent wants n > 1 < ei*"e it l< ir the .uomen 1 ol I In* 1 * inclusion 
o f the agreement, uiordtv t * produce the maxim mu rfl’ccl. W e reached 
agreement * .rrei ning I’ 1 stin< , *\i d>ia, the naii' i troops, ml oiliei 
minor questions O nly tln.-e or f. or point.' are .still unsettled. We in.iy 
pi-rhap si pi 1 '"tin r . .pi iJ 10, .*• hieli would be ,i good thing, .<•: we don't 
want tlu sudiatuie to lake place too near the I'Yiltrer’s visit.

Conversation with the Ja* mv.-v Ambassador general su ve\. He 
personal!' semis scry pit a* I at the prog res. made in th, talk: with 
P a th .

A t’ k t. 1.* Notlliug \ ■ . lli; ol note il, Rome.
J11 Spain the victory ol the li ,binaries talas on more turn molt o f 

a at«*vii: chat tel* r. It. is compromising, perhaps decisive! *, the Reds 
chances of resi aancc.

'Hie question o f  1I11 Marshals o f  the Tnipire 1 has had 
tepernrsions It serin; (Itut hen has been talk .11 the Palace o f tin 

' I, j „  ,. Tin- IH'I )|.l un* v .H in I I 1 n I* 1 <•>.1 II iMilitm ,* Mijuliiw- *vliir||
v s' in 1 |ii:* while an a flight horn Maiwm "• Vlgnin. to Hix, it».

’ J In- Ir : 1 S hiri li jo situ 1 'I1 '* i'lg m m  ll'fl ''*■ *'’• •
M l,, \  f .ire I, •(., i,t ,i ■ |jr.i:i;,l in m g  of th - ( lliam lirr. 11 nr rank, W arnlal ol' tl„

t-.mi ••• ■ o b t n l  rvi'l 'mf- nr.l  ,m I’ ■ km g  ami W'i illlnl.
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thing ban'.' illegal. Mussolini got the Council of State to give an 
opinion- all perfectly legal. He passed this on to the K ing with a very 
cun letter. He said to me: ‘ I am Ted up. i do the work and lie does the 
signing. 1 am disappointed that what you did on Wednesday should 
tun, out to be perfect from the legal point of view.’ 1 replied that at 
tl r first opportunity we shall be able to go furtlu r. The opportunity 
will certainly come when the respectable signature of the K ing has to 
be i . placed by the less n spcctable signal ire ot the Prince The Dure 
nodded and added quietly, ‘W hen Spain is finished, we shall talk about 
that. . . .’ Ami Spain will be finished one day. lo -d a y  tl.r Red fiont 
has collapsed again Gandcsa has been occupied by the legionaries.
Port os., is i ■ n< m o b j.. tivc. O nce v.c get there, the Reds will lie split 
m two iml we shall have broken the back of their r< sistance.

! told Sparano, the Brazilian Cotnniereial Altai lie and a friend of 
\ ’avga.., to inl' im his President, whom he will shoitly sc. in Rio dt*
I iueiro, that wr should have liked to see more J-'ascisi coinage on the 
par of the new Cos mini at \ i "v< lotion does not consolidate itseli 
by |u "innim; to !■  treat.

Conversation with Perth. We h aw  made striking progress. In 
principle wr have a ;reed to sign on Thursday Mill or Monday 18th.
1 hould Ik e ii to be lhursday i) ih , whirl i Maund; I hursduy. 1 
, tin Belgrade Pact on M aundy Thursday and it has been a

du.t t :
A c k ii  •( A lone I .ilk with the Dure about relation* with Germany.

In South I ytol p.opa aiula of a kind which we cannot tolerate is 
continuing I lie v>o ' Hermans there arc gcMmg too uppish and 
U „ „ . is talk o f a frontier at A la  or Salorno I advised the Dure to 
u lk  to tilt Ftlhrer about it. T h e aftti»Oerman current in Italy,
fomented bv the ( atholies, the Mr.'ops, and the lews, is so ue ami
b t i    Untidy Stronger. If the Germ.ms behave imprudently in ,
Sooib Tyrol, the Axis may at any moment be blown sky high W«

In i.i a hiiit ; lio.il the flri:»i ability <>1 11. il »sr ̂  I ui«u, ilu.r
nationals • ' .q.le.-ally South Tyrol is Italian territory and, us wr
can '1 chain lli. p. iii o n  o t  mountain;, or the course in v iis ,  ill nun 
will h a v e  I "  m o v e .

•j |,,. I),,. , I, • • virlUi»ll\ "ill! me. in m ahead -5th th • a, reemrm With 
j , , ,,lltl i he bv.i. ., i.lcd with Perth, l ’uhli ojiini' .. ill weh.ome 
|| wills i.-imii osi' colhosia .1(1, pa, l ly L» cause it is ''*'*• Uav
ot illlicOlMCmg om e " es "Hi Bei'lin

[ „  s , , u . l ie  .11. Ii-.iv, o f  th. leei. m e :  c o n t in u e s  s a - q ,  oil

before it.

A 11 I pul I rru/.'i ill lilt picture it du. a( rm nenl v.uh 
London, in so tar as it concerns the ( oloin1



Made arrangements vrith Jacomoni for my forthcoming visit to 
Tirana. I have asked that, if  possible, the King should come and meet 
me when I arrive. We must gradually underline the protectorate 
element in our relations with Albania.

I gave my approval in principle to a plan for the new Ministry 
building in the Piazza Barberini. It must be worthy of the Mussolini 
era and of the role it will have to play— the 1 mperial Ministry.

The Turkish Ambassador and the Greek Minister announced to me 
their formal recognition of the Empire. I accepted the announcements 
calmly, without any profuse thanks. They have waited too long.

In a speech at Graz the FUhrer has hinted at the possibility that the 
new frontiei may not he regarded as military frontiers. The Dote 
lulled this with pleasure. If this were so, it would be a highly politic 
gesture on the h tier's part, which would do much, in Italy, 1 ugo- 
slavia, nud Hungary, to win back the sympathy he has lost by the 
brusque effectuation of the Anschluss.

A i ’ R i  5. Stayed at home in the morning with bad tonsillitis. 
Bulfarini came to see me. He told me that yesterday the Queen, after 
seveiely criticizing Professor Bastianclli for his medical woik, pto- 
nounced tin ,e words: ‘Get rid of him. Make him a Marshal to , if you 
like, but get rid of him.’ Which proves that the Duce’s becoming a 
Marshal of tin. Empire has not yet been swallowed at the Palai r, 1 was 
right, in v r  ing it is a question we have nut heard the last of. there is 
more to conn:. Bullarini also told me the many shopkeepers are 
rein iig to display 1 he I-ulirer’s ]mi trait. 1 1 1 • is a symptom ol a deeply 
root d attitude.

Conversation viih P« ilh We are waiting lor .1 reply from l ouUnn 
, ■ 1 1U|- | h, 1 n l ‘. o f  m in o r  im p o r ta n c e ,  a . nl lh  n w e  sh all  lutv r e a r  Ilia I 
;1. reeiiu iii■ We shall be able to sign on Maundy Thursday or Easier
Monday. .

Billow-Sc hn.rnte1 ■ ms very i.e ..m atily imptessed Hy the p.cparaimn*

for Hitle. ' visit.
In S)i 1:11 s .• ha v e  met no■ ■ >c|>i > leu - i s l a , b e l o r c .  > orui sa.  bn 

shall get through.

.X R n ,. i.iik: It; the /.no I til Jfs Nation* has made the Dure
e.er, mi.: e "sceptical about t he  possibility of the la  ague Council'., 
aecei aim ChambiMIain's formula lh; 1 very stale ought 10 In at liberty 
.<■  reco. the 1 upire He this '■ that in fact the v n o ,  .1 will tak. 
this opp n't unity I - make a demons!, atmii ot the p o n e  I the League,

, , , ,  ........... „  1)iil,jn-arllinim". I ani Si 'laiy UI till t a i " ,a n  f'.inli ,,n..
I,a, tl'Mi.lt hi- «l; HlUrt ttM pi.'.' , r -I, wall I ali. r..u< o i.llta,

r  " "  l" ’" ' • "  : , I all It r l  «nl.i |* r M m  II • - M «»l« Sun C .n lu  t »|K'OIvviau mu evimill U o ' m . /nut a Hip m" * , ■■ ■ ,
in N.i|.| ■ Hulow-Si:linum< was held " r m«blr .»im 

K
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summon Tatar;1 to Geneva, and postpone any decision. This would 
shake Chamberlain’s position, if it didn’t actually overthrow him. I 
immediately conferred with Perth. He was not at all disturbed. He 
said that ev’ ry eventuality has been foreseen. The English Government 
will not ask foi a decision, tor which unanimity is required, but simply 
for a recommendation, which may be made by a majority. As for 
Tafari, he will not be able to face the problem of the verification of his 
credentials. Perth said that, even if they were likely to meet with a 
refusal at Geneva, Chamberlain will not stop half-way. I reported to 
the Dure, who told me to proceed with the negotiation.

St. i ice talked to me at length on the question of the Marshals. He 
too is Of the opinion that the crisis between the regime and the 
Monarchy has now opened. Wo agreed on certain general principles.
He advised me to he careful with Buffarini, who talks rather too much, 
with no evil intention, perhaps, but c e r ta i n ly  imprudently.

Stiff Sr tnish resistance in the neighbourhood ol lortosa. 1 he Duct: 
has telegraphed to the air force in the Balearic Islands for an attack in 
force on ih back areas ol the Spanish troops. Franco doesn’t want air 
raids on cities, hut in this case th game t worth the candle.

W rit 7. 1 gave Gentizon- some iniormation about the Pact with 
London. Gentizon i chaved well during the war, and always shows
understanding towards tr . . .

1 he Dure informed me that the K ing wants to send a ioyal mission, 
headed bv the Duke of Spoleto,3 to be present at Zog’s marriage. 
Evidently they arc trying to dig their heels in. It is tiresome, because 
it was u lcxpcrtcd and because 1 irana is not London and to keep this 
gtt at, bm -y .Spoleto creature in older is not easy. But 1 saw that the 
Duc.e wants to avoid a row, and I immediately gave the orders to 
Jaeomoni, who received them with reluctance, lit arty case the K ing’s 
represetil.ilivi. will have a :enmd-class reception by rompanson with 
the Duet's representative.

I,„ng <’• n\>" a lion with Antmiescu,4 Roumanian cx-Fm r'gn M ms 
ler.  I l l  is s o m e t h i n g  1 i L1 Z . i e r i . u i / '  r a th e r  y o u n g e r  a n d  rat net t h i u n e t .
He said ) tilling which pattiuilarly struck me lie is p roT ie  eh, nth 
mans reservations aboni the Jewish Blum Government. He is anti- 
1< iissiari, ;mti-t 1/ech, and at he ,rl nisi 1 anti - Polish. I le talk' a l<a about 
Latinity- a 'In ine which one often heats mi the lip- n) |1|,IS(‘ wIiom.

1 i • lie niiinr l»y v. iiith Haiti' S. i- if wan i f  ' '' *■ ' > - "n»
[SJctrilH (Klllt'l ill . .
' r .r .M /fD . Uomt . .**•■ »,h .i ». I. .,t «( U  h , , j  ^ ^ n n lu r m g

V ,; '„n ‘ A Sav'v . ....r. , la ,U • o f .h r  I.M- at W "  ............ ' ' Ki.e uf
I inly

•• Viii.it Anieii' ten l "i' i"i. Ministi 1, U f
» i.iiMi 'f f„,i, ■ .1 rll-known I ilitin wim

X aX  ' C0l̂ \
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■ ■^ y -y & w n  Latinily is open to question. He would like an understanding with 
us, particularly now, after the Anschluss. That is our intention also, 
but they must first get over the Hungarian hurdle by making an 
agreement about the minorities in Transylvania.

A p r i l  8.  Almost reached home to-day with Perth. Except for two . 
or three details the whole complex o f agreements is ready. Perth 
suggests that we sign on Easter Saturday. It seems that this will please 
Halifax, as it is his birthday. A ll very romantic. . . .

From Spain Gam bara reports a disagreement betwee n our command 
and the Spaniards. The nth disagreement. . . . The Spaniards may be 
partly responsible, but our men are not altogether blameless. So oiteu 
they show .1 stubborn, provincial intolerance, which can only be 
explained bv the ignorance ot the world ot most Italian officers. In 
anv case I told the Ducc that there .is ho need 10 be alarmed, because 
this is not our lirst experience ol Colonel Gamb,era's telegraphic 
excesses. Although the march of the legionaries has been slowed down, 
on the whole things are going well in Spain.

A p r  11 fj. In fact there has been no sequel to Gam bara’s telegram.
Berti telegraphs that the situation is unchanged. The Reds arc clinging 
to their last line of resistance before being split in tvo . According n> 
a telegram from M agistral in Berlin, f  ranco lias asked the Germans 
to withdraw their volunteers. No k  quest ol die kind has been made to 
us. On the contrary, Berti is asking for 300 new oilicers to replace 
losses, at id in defiance el all agreement1- the) will leave on Thursday.

Perth and ) .settle' the la r poim-s in suspense. Fite Imal conversation 
will be to-morrow.

The new Grininti Ambassador, von VI . l.-eii.-eii, c.uiu to .see me 
I hate known him h>1 s ue lime. Schooled le. III.- experience ol lus 
predecessor, he said to ntc that dm whole success o f his mission will 

,jf-nc! on tin confidence which I shall phn e In him. At the lU'-ment 
I an prepared to 11 ust hin If he belt." ox well, I shall trust him more.
And natutally vice ve. c 1 gave him 1 very friendly reception, and to 
{ i,- |um to - tart oft I" si n.line j  'good telev.r.'im a thing infill.tely
dc\i to t h e  h e a r t -of the career I hit ial--I gave him some unpublished 
detail- of the Anulo-ftalian agreement.

\ iHani r. -eng to Budapest. 1 said to him licit ii is our oteiuion that 
within -v short time our relations viith Hungary shall be Helmed, 
t'ghteued. md harmonized with the rest of om polie.y.

r 1(l Another conversation v  itb Penh— possibly the last. We 
may perhaps see each other once more for the final polishiii ■ o f llu 
i- u c.iicnt, but will.-ail giving any publicity t- the meeting flu  l\u t 

is good- 01 • .leu* solid, ii uinonious. 1 believe it really will be aide 
i1' sei ve as tilt foundation for the new Fit ml hip between Italy and
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x ^ .^ w D re at Britain. Particularly important is the -document concerning 

Arabia. It has been very hard work to- obtain this kind of parity of 
position between us and the English.

Otherwise nothing worthy o f not \

A p r 11. i i .  Agreed with the D uce that Perth and 1 shall come to the 
Pala/zo Venezia fur the final conversation on Thursday next at 5 p.m.
The D uce is pleased. I see this m yself and even more is it confirmed 
by the K ing, who this morning at the signature congratulated me on 
the terms of the agreement, on the basis o f the information given him 
bv the Duce.

i f ’ rti telegraph:; that to-dayyour troops are preparing bases for a new 
attack. Let u. hope this one will teach the sea.

Saw Oobolli about the plans for the new Ministry building. People 
are being vta v ob. tractive, but Cobolli and T hope to be able to build 
in the area Pun :a Barbi iini-Vi.1 Vcneto-Vi.i Sistina.

Long n vet;. ii ,ri witli Ilocchini, vs ho L- lievos that tin signature of 
1!te I'.n ! .villi England v.ill make a tremendous splash.

A p k i i .  12. Nothing worthy ol note.
(..'onvernations with Me«li< i del Vaseello and Bullarini.

\

A j-u ii  13. Completed the a pet mint with Perth. There were two 
01 1 h ite  points till unsetthd. I gave him general assurances .and in the 
t .cuing, to get things finished, I went to the Palazzo Venezia. 1 found 
the Duct leaving. 1 drove with him to the V illa  J orlonia and he 
approv'd  o f my views on the various points. Then 1 telephoned to 
Perth it) g i.t hirn confirmation. To-m orrow we visit the Palazzo 
V ita  i.i, O n Saturday at fi.30 p.n we .-.igr at .he Palaz/.o Chn i

I lie st . pe .I th f 'gi < mi nt is v i  a- it is the beginning o f a new era 
in 'ii.tr n I.'lions nh O rr.it Bi uai.'i la u.mlship on a footing of coitaliiy

the ' nK kind of friend lup wt; r.ut act.opt, with Loudon 01 with 
an ,-body rise.

An F 11 t |. M e l)u e e  gi reirrl 1 .old Perth with a trace ol iU htimmir.
I lit v 11:1' "i'-t ...... taionaMy it f ie  theatre in rn tlv , but he had not

rt ejved him at the Paluzzo \ m c zia  since the. tine ol ..anetinn a 1 hen 
he th.e (.••! 11' trail the t< \t.s ol the ain-c tent.•> and gave h-s approval
L o r d  Pei tit, Iron 1 sen 1 j '!• • .| - .....a im . . ,  sa i d that, when the qur nti< .
.1 r e '  gin . ai ' -inrs up 1 ( «enc\ 1 Halifax \ 111 imt repinliair the 

• English policy "I •: "f.i ai l.ait will ask lot a motldhd policy to meet 
tie ue.w iin.dion. 'I he J 1 • ,  ee-plinrl tl. t that dm n't worry h i m  in 
the hast- -is. 1. aily intet ■ -sti*i I m the p i.tili.a l rrsull::. J would be 
Imi - ii to espc. t Ee i uiil li | .I on -atki lolh and asltes. )n tin;
< mlrary, In at '.Sict.1 Inn nit h e.nse to tit' inemorv of Ed" n. I n
lu > memory be il tiolril. . .

' t a n  'P I ' l -> llio lli-til(.» li. M il l !  'Cl >1 I 11 III "



t he D uce was pleased. W ith to d a y ’s ceremony the Abyssinian 
enterprise is really concluded— concluded with an imperial agreement,

1 d,le prim arily to the iron tenacity o f a man who believed and willed 
alone, against the whole world, and often against m any o f his followers.

A m ery,1 a lively little English politician, talked to me about the 
situation. He i ; pleased at the agreement. He says that, if it had 
happened six months ago, it would have saved Austria. Now he regards 
the situation o f Czechoslovakia too as desperate. H e says that French 
intervention w ould have feeble results, like throwing stones at a lion 
engaged in eating a m an— you annoy the lion and you don’t save the 
man.

Signet! an important commercial agreement w ith France. 1 kept, ut 
any note o f exaggerated political optimism from the communique.

A pri i  15. 1 handed M acke usen the exts o f the agreements with 
London. At the Same tine- 1 lindei lined that there w ill be no change as 
regards the Axis. 1 also said that no particular importance hould lie 
attributed to the visit o f Hme.-Belisha.2

I have instructed G ayd a3 to write an article m aking it clear in 
becoming terms that the negotiations with London began before the 
Anschluss took place.

A long conversation with Ciistich, back from Belgrade, 011 the san a­
tion resulting from recent events. I made a M inute o f the conversation.
I he most im portant point is that Sm yadinovich intends to ounce a  and 

harm onize his policy with ours, in so far as concerns the po-nihility o f 
a Herman attack on C  " 1 Imdovaki.i with the support o f lliu ip a iy  ,in;l 
Boland. Q uite rightly, he doesn’t want to get mixed up in -nothin" 
o f the kind.

Tin 1 Typlians tire .viking lot die same anntrania s .is the Lin, e h 
about the \\ nt< 1 1 M nke 1 o w e  Hie nut list ri . :rc raising mam . .hji c 
lions. 1 b e lie v  we ought to consent. In the lin t place, because i t 
practice i> m aiv 1 idling, and > because it is rigl , to d.» v thin . 
which helps to cstr ngr Cairo froni London.

ti p m . J receive news that the ! ren n alists ha ■ readied  th<* 
M editerranean, and inlotm die Duce.

A p r i i . it). The Duce agrees with r n  • al nut the fsait.'. and v... have 
given our r.onsi nt. I hc I’ t is complete u :1 ready for signature 

The Ficnth Charged d ’Allaires- -Ir.niti is rl c vanquished country 
of the moment asked urgently lor an interview. Very embarrassed 
In. m ,d i,,t-,.; message ■ -•»!•? his Cove;ivucut .'.-king f  •• discus-ion 
with us before < • uc .< There U jtuil a touoh of blackmail in thit— an

' 1- S. Vinery. M.P. .Vcretary ..I'Stn 'Wr I din, ni|"
' t . r  .i 1 lo re  rti-lish in S ri.n  I I iy  d  .State I" | VV.it, n i37 i<>-
* '• ugi....- vein. ..,1,11,1 1 ]!(.?>. .1 iPUtiHa and iimulhp' sc atthe Km ('in n virile

"v '• !«•<I in mi njr ritirl ini K.une in " larch 194 |

III <SL
APRI L 1 4 , 1 938  IOI



l ’. V <||j JQ'2 CIANO’ s DIARY I
\^xx~~mi-'T f T ^

:: lindeclared threat to oppose the British move in favour o f recognition.
I thanked Blondel for the com munication and reserved m y reply until 
I should confer w ith the Duce. France too has had a knock-out 

blow now.
I handed the Japanese Ambassador the text o f the agreement and 

assured him o f the solid nature of our sentiments Tor his country. .Japan 
was our lriend in diflieult times. W e shall not forget.

A t b.30 p.m . the Pact with England was signed. Lord Perth was 
m oved. TIe said to 111c: ‘ You know how much I have wanted this 
moment to come.' It is true— Perth has been a friend. Witness dozens 
()f his reports, w hich tire in our hands. 1'here was an ..tmosphere in 
the room o f electric tension discharged. M any photographers and 
journalist . Then came the Egyptian Minister, the English treated 
him with great respect, because in the last phase of the negotiations 
Egypt has been rebelling against British tutelage and wanting to speak 
for herself. A  crowd collected outside the Palazzo Chigi and shouted. 
Perth was cheered when lie left. O n the w ay to the Palazzo Venezia 
my ( ir v, as surrounded and I was given an enthusiastic demonstration 
J he Duce was pleased. He praised me and said that he means to praise 
me in public. M eanwhile the crowd had arrived at the Piazza V cnezia,
SO he showed himself on the balcony.

Then we got down to work. W e examined the French request and 
decided to make a favourable rcpl .

A p r i l  17 At to a m. 1 itccived  von Mackensen and informed him 
of tie French m o v e  and o f our d ccifo n . 1 handed him a copy ot ihc 
memorandum leli by Blond I and emphasized that w e  have coma tenth 
rrp u b 'd  .11 overtures aimed at transforming the conveisalions with 
F ra n ce ,  into tripartite talks. W ith the German.' one always ha, to be 
1 i ig the gh cit ofStresa. 1 hey are to afraid ol It that they are tempted 
to see it tise everywhere.

At lie same lime, things arc not going well between us and ui 
L n  man friends in louth Tyrol. Since the Anschluss ihe < jermans 
th»Ti. a e been asset Ini'-' themselves too much, with a stca lv iture.ise 
of irredentist demotisi 1 am an wl. ch we cannot continue w mlei He. 
Prudence suggest- prompt action, since certain agitation must be 
..idled .1 birth, in order that they m.,y n->i be allowed *•> develop *nd 
require mors drastk Intervention, Only yesterday there was a - 
m nous Imident at La v m which hn-arm s were actiially used Ml
tins, on thr eve of the l itln it ’s visit, is st l ions.

( mi d  the D uo that I sho„!.. Id . on my . v  n lwltall m < all During s 
;> 1 t-mion .u this sit,union l have prepared « hater to Magm at,
... i) 1 I ahull show to the Clm-i m mon ow. If h« tgrees, I shall senjl ih

It , not enough I'm the U r.,tu n  Governm. m to disinterest itself ...
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~“ The question and to repeat that our common frontiers are inviolable 
— they must lake action. T h ey  must repudiate the professional ag ita­
tors T h ey  must follow  our exam ple in D alm atia. Propaganda ceased 
and the Belgrade Pact flourished beyond all expectations.

A p r i l  18 .  A ym ard 1 expounded to me the program m e for a review, 
Audacc, w hich h e intends to launch as soon as possible, and asked me 
for our financial assistance, to the extent of aoo,ooo lire lor the first year.

T h e Ditt o approved o f rn> lettei to M agistrate M eanw hile then 
have been fresh incidents and we have evidence in our possession which 
suggests that the uulhoiities, possibly the minor authorities, know what 
is going on. This danger to the Axis must be sterilized from the very 
beg in nip.;. O therw ise we shall have serious com plications. In his 
presentation visit to the D ucc, M ackensen said that the hiihrcr had 
decided to take radieal measures against the agitator'". Let him do so.
He must .ertainly know the names o f the individuals at the head o f  tlu 
irredentist activities in South T yro l, just as we !■ new those o ftlie  leading 
agitators in D alm atia. A hint from him  and (he whole agitation will 
cease. These Hermans arc: indeed going too far- and not only in 
Europe. 1 had a talk w ith die Brazilian Am bassador to-day, as I 
wanted to put in a plea for our colonial in titutions there. 1 hey a ie  in 
fact prepa’ ing .1 la • against foreigners in Rio, sim ply as a lesuh o f the 
exerc-vs of the Herman community in Santa C ateiin a. V  far as 
concerns us, 1 was given ample assurances. But is it ica lly  a physical 
necessity f o r  these lem on s to exasperate the whole human v.  e until 
it forms a coalition against them? T h ey  must take rare dial might 
happen once ., ■ 1 in, and this lime the retribution would be much more 
serious than it was .1 i <,im.

.................. . l informed Blondel that we can begin conversations. On
om ale tin v L i -  particular subject be discussed except the recog- 
n ;,y rl ,,f (Ik l .m m e  We ate ill. a of") e waiting to hear tli<- I t eneli 
a ',  .da, before making oh .creation: and proposal-. U nofficially 1 told 
Bl in h-l il ; tli I'Vem h press should r. Irani from ay'ii : that ill dial 
h ^ h ap p en ed  «nd is l»apP'-*»n8 hsis the object o f  weakening the Axis 

’ ;lf ,rnc oul il only results in stiffening our po ution.
1 he 1 )uec too is concerned about react! ns in < ierinam and doesn’t 

w ant the pourparlers with France to be concluded b< fore H itler's vi t.
It will he easv to arrange a little obstruct)! msrn my visit to .1 >*rua, 
slightly prolonged, w ill be useful for this purpose.

Vh echosloval ia has recognizedI the Em pire So has Brazil, but with
1 • 1 n.-iihn fish, I o*n, not low! - have, already ask d 11 form ula which w nciim 1 *

for ii to be modified, , . , 1 1  1
. , . -11 .1 boil I move ( <amb.ii ■ has Mkcn1 rim nphal progres* op.iui

> Cam ille Ayniunl, a fren ch  journalist.
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x^ .^ g^ Jrtosa in the rear and folded up the resistance of the Reds. T he 
collapse should be not far oil', and the initiation of conversations with 
France musl help to discourage the Barcelona Government, abandoned 
by all to it, inevitable fate. T h e  D uce has telegraphed to Berti and 
to Franco.

A p r il  ao. I told the Prince of Hesse to speak to Curing in my name
about the situation in South T yro l, which is becoming more and more 
n pleasant. Hesse was impressed by m y exposition o f the facts and
s:nd that h<- will intervene at once.

T h e D uce has been m ade furiously angry, and with reason, by the 
bad behavidur of spate farmers from Bari w ho were being entertained 
in 1 he Party House in M u n ich - they even relieved themselves on the 
st; i v ■ A d i { 'sting incident, likely l > lower us to an uni iclievablc extent 
in th • opr,ion of the Germans. T he Chief said that our people must be 
imbued iili a loftier national ideal, without which they cannot embark 
on the V ' ik o f colonize ;; the Empire. He let fly at the ‘sons o f slaves’ , 
adding that il the)' had distinctive physical rnai kings, he would exter­
minate them all, in tin: certainly of rendering a great service to Italy 
and to humanity.

In th< afternoon I took Aittcry to see the Chief. 1 here. wa.. nothing 
particularly important in the conversation. Aiurry talked about 
Italy Hue land, and Czechoslovakia, and about economic question-..
II,■ would like the most iavoured nation clause to be suppressed and 
a irelcrential arrangement between European countries to take its

1 Conversation with P ian o .1 FlandiiH intimate that he is prepared, 
if we w .ah, to be a < andidalc for the Rome Embassy.

Phillips was delighted with the agit ment with f.ondon. I gave lum 
some mi'otiu tion ibout the talks with France.

A  v k 11 2 1 Monelli-' gave me a report on llu* rapid change >y public 
opinion in Pars, it ms that, with the exception of the 'K iu  '1 ( h ly, 
winc h > ■ m host lie .. ever the: w hole ■ oun try i> anxious lor agreement
with Italy. .

-[hi Docc talked tc, in, about the stale o f the frontin'', tic. lias 
|, ,,,  (| . ■ . a iiior.oi lum, of ■ . hie h he is going t" • end me. a copy. He 

h i ., i„ U, c11iit«* i ightlv, io seal t! >■ lrontic i: with <U rtnanv hermeti 
. ,M,| (|,( iron tiers with Yugoslavia semi-lie■ riiictici'll '■  because lie 

beh. >.-, in tin r sibilitv if.i ‘•il. v-< .< i m  m ; liauce based on a com men 
uie.lentism I d o  run ■ Ik ve hi- T he C.-miim* »re hated, or at leu : 
lrar,.o in Y. osl.ivia. 15". I ■ ■ e, abom taking p r e e a u i n  that 
direction t v ,  a Yugoslavia migiu be invaded by »i» 'x 'rm an I hen 

, , r«J Piero I 0 Fieri.I. 1 1 ’ ,i«-
I V , , , .  ,  I ,U, ,1m., lo .n .M  lm . , 1 .  Prune . - ' l l  » M m ilt r r .
| 31 li, ! . i -111 .III I U. 1 i l, 11 jl llli HI-! 1.11.
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~~ must, however, be some plain speaking with Belgrade, and we must 
see if we can’t arrange an understanding of a military nature straight 
away.

Conversation with Mackensen in the afternoon. I spoke to him about 
the restrictive measures taken by the Reich in Austria, particularly the 
abolition of the special tariff for Trieste and the order for the declara­
tion by foreign residents of their foreign securities. A ll this, on the eve 
of the Fiihrer’s visit, cannot help but exacerbate people— the Germans 
must not f  in :t that the Anschluss was a shock to many Italians 
Mackensen saw the point and will do what he can. He also asked me 
about the situation in South Tyrol. I gave him only a brief explanation, 
as 1 do not want to deal with this question, which is o f an internal 
nature, through diplomatic channels.

A p r i l  22. lJullarini, Farinacci, Bottai.
Conversation with B kudel, who handed me the French proposals 

lor d iscu s s io n .  I a sk e d  for time and reserved m y  reply iic.iil I s h o u l d  

confer with the Duce. I observed, however, d ial there was one point 
on which we should find it difficult to agree: the French reservations on 
the section of the Anglo-Italian agreement dealing with the Red Sea.

It is d ear that the Q uai d ’O isay is alarmed at the idea of a con lomi- 
nium in the Red Sea and would like to be in.'hided in the arrangement.

Mi w ilini had just received Nicolas Frauen when I saw hint. He 
seemed displeased with the ltcn ch  proposals and said that the reply 
will have to be put off uniil my return from Tirana— which will be 
conveniently delayed. Nuth'ug must be done until the Fiihnr's visit 
is over.

i received the In ,i L m o y  Extraordinary o f Mancliuliuo. He goes 
about with mi iutfipret. r, es he do< s not know a word of any loreign
language.

A r e n .  23. Council of Ministers.
(he Duct -.hovei me a very recent Leipzig pnblitatiou, in whiih 

ti e ones: in of South '1 yrol i? agitated again and offensive language is 
n u l about t h e  Italian mountain population. Me was indignant.

I liese Germans, he sat I ‘will compel me to swallow the bitterest pill 
<•1 my life. I mean the french pill.’

1 imeli nidi flore-Bi lisha, followed by a conversation J h< •’ > d the 
Hal .vm , \ ene/ia, • 1 it fly technical military matters The Duce
expounded his the ries on the WWngth o f  tht battalion, mot n.imui..n, 

o f manoeuvre Hore-Belifffia was full o f pratie fbr our 
in m e  , o-iiiiiug and, like a good lev. was as humble could be
..............own activities. H« the Duce whether he thought
there was any immment danger ol war. I he Dun said No. tlore- 

B'T ha tIn 1 'ki. 1 iiei <• is.
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Conversation with Tatarescu.1 A  big man, who speaks perfect 
French and has a more subtle intellect than his appearance suggests.
Like all Roumanians, he fears the consequences of the Anschluss, all 
the more as he thinks it possible that Hungary may become a satellite 
the Greater Reich. I was very reserved, as I always am with loquacious 
types.

Received the Yugoslav Naval Mission.

A p r i l  24 Another long talk with the Dure about the South Tyrol 
question. Curing's toply has arrived, by way of Magistral!, but it does 
not seem to me verv explicit.

Later the Dure telephoned to me. T  have clarilied my ideas on the 
subject,' he said. ‘I f  the Germans behave well and are obedient Italian 
Subjet is, I .shall be able to encourage their culture and their language.
If, on die other hand, they hope 1o move the fiontici post one single 
yard, they must learn that ii can’ t be done without the most bitter war, 
in which I shall combine the whole world into a coalition against 
Germanism. And we hall crush Germany ior at least two centuries.

I he Brazilian Ambassador announced to me the official recognition 
0f  the Umpire. He was anxious to connect this step with the new laws 
against the a ivities of foreigners in Brazil, in order to prove lha these 
laws arc not directed against us.

Von Maokensen assured me of Germ any’s perfect goodwill fir  a 
di ■ ission and settlement of our problems v. ith regard t< • the Anschluss.

Mussolini's opinion of Hon-Belisha is definitely unfavourable.

A r i m  25. Journey to i'trann. The usual popular demonstration
...double-barrelled, for me and fm the Duke o f Bergamo.2 1<> ecption
at Court. 1 met the Queen,* who is charming and has already Ieaim 
tu smile as 1 sovi reign should, and also the royal princes:.' s-

A p r i l  26. Conversation with the King and a reception. It is 
impm la'll duo the K m 1! should have come in person n* pa' rllt •<
..t LiUulH.va ' house The sii.mil < aucc of this breach <>( ctiqur C' must 
be ilivious to all.

A p r  11. 27 .  f l i e  w e d d i n g  th e  c e r e m o n y  p a ssed  oil w i t h  m o r e  
diguin\ t h a n  o u e  m i g h t  h a '  • e x p e c t e d .  I h e  < .h ieci l  w a s  1.11 '.till the 
k  11.• a c t u a l l y  a p p e  red tin 1 I, tin corn  tiers w e r e  o n  t n  ir >oes. .1 he 
p o p u l a c e  r e m a i n e d  itu lil le i  nt ... d t v e n  s e e m e d ,  bv corn la s t ,  M o r e  

t a g g e d  th a n  usual

■ \i r i i  Visited I t a l i a n  mien sis.
G o n v e rsfttiiw ith  tl - Kim  ..t Duraiwo la  >'h- tffUsrnM n. O f t

>(. I m.iirii II, Ri Uimiaii I'linii- Minion 'JfW u' |V"  ',IkI ,'l,;
' , iiilln no of S vm\ * i< :in.', ( ' iMii ■ ' Tiv Kini* •> l,1‘
‘ < OUIVt''M f ,,-raMiui. Appouyi, 11 1 lungm'inn-
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auu o f my other conversations, and also o f my impressions and inten­
tions, I shall draft a memorandum for the Duce. I leave A lbania more 
firmly convinced than ever o f the need for a radical solution.

A p r i l  29. Cam e back on the Bande Were. A ll the way from Bari to 
Rom e the local inhabitants greeted me enthusiastically at the stations.

A p r i l  30. 1 gave the D uce an account oi my visit to Albania. I shall 
sum up m y impressions in .1 report. But he agreed at once about the 
necessity for a radical solution and said that, so long as we get Albania, 
he is prepared even to have a war. I handed him a magnificent speci­
men of copper ore from th mines at Alessio, with the words ‘Here are 
the Carthaginian iigs.’

Berti has sent a report on the situation in Spain. 1 he Duce, after 
summing things up, gave this directive: the corps o f volunteers is to 
remain in Spain as a  p r c o i  ol Italian solidarity, but it will not be 
employed in any more operations 011 a large scale. O nly in exceptional 
cases m ay permission be given for the employment o f a particular 
detachment. The volunteers will leave Spain at the end of the war, or 
if  and when ‘non-intervention’ makes some decision.

I resumed the negotiations with Blondel and found him vei y 0 "icili.i- 
tory. He agrees on the impossibility o f reaching a conclusion before 
the Fuhrer’s visit and has accepted almost all my remarks.

1 had a short talk with Perth, in connexion with the visit of t ie  
1 reneh Minister to London. T h e results have been communicated to 
C randi by Halifax.

Another long convcia uioii with the Duce, in which 1 gave him an 
account of my activities o f to-day. V.V laid the Inundations lor 1 pact 
of mutual respect to lie | reposed to the Germans during the forth- 
comii visit, .1 pact wlie h .v old give sonn actuality in the Axis, now 
tb it the questions perilled in h'- Protocols of Oetober t<) d r u y  be 
regarded as exhausted.
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T H E  C R I S I S  O V E R  C Z E C H O S L O V A K I A

Ciano outlines a German-Italinn treaty- Hie l ithrcr in Italy (May 
3 -9) Cure and King - Plans for Albania I ranee and the Red 
Sea --M n- .<tii 1 n trmk<\s a si r r vr; speech in Genoa ( May i j.|—Italy dis- 
micn- 1 • li» nrlj in ' flinijoval cln Ncr,'>1 iriln>m with I’nwar at a
tiiiijidMill I’u llj piul'.il', Itiudctil ni ill' Siideli nlaiid IVilli on 
1.'inland' attitude to Hit: lira ell pn l i'' " SeiltuieUt- Auti-b. iiirh 
feeling Cli.mr. sp. .1] . in Milan Air raid. nu ll.'irnlotia Claim 
meets Sioyadinovieh in \ eniee (June i(>- lit) - Plans for reclamation 
in Albania —Germany "Arts a miliuua alliance— Chamberlain in 
dibit tilth s -England and the Italian troops in Spain—Implement.’ - 
lion of the Pact postponed--Mussolini s ‘third wave’--OHi-nsive in 
Spain (July 13), ‘Not persecution but discrimination’ -Hungarian 
leaders in Rome -Red resistance in Spain- Opposition from the 
Church over the racial question- Prcgrrs- in Albania - Germany 
prepares lor action in Czechoslovakia- Pesumism over Spain-Anti- 
Jew ish measures (September 1) Germany’s unknown plans--I he 
Fiihrcr proposes a meeting v ith Mussolini -Plans for a partial with­
drawal from Spain— Chamber! tin at Itmhtes) abeit (September 
15) Mussolini tours northern Italy- -Chambeilain at Godfflbcrg 
(September ,’ i i- -He- e in Venice with .1 message Mui ><ilini orders 
partial mobilizaiion --Chamberlain appeals to Mussolini Mussolini 
propose, a Gonfctenee ol'I'oi.' MiiinVh Srpnmbtr 1) Kibben- 
trnp proposes a fripartite Alliance.

M a y  1. 1 press mt 1 an oulliiu of the possible treni\ u ith ( 1'i'ir.m y 
to llii' Chief. 1! u'Tci-d. I shall propose the treaty I" Ribbs mrop. ami 
p,-,jnt out to hi’ii that ii is in out common interest to sign W e have 
m ade a Pact with London; w< shall shortly be inakint o n e  with the 
French: unless w< define o y f relation.' with Hcrlin as well, everybody 
will s.’ that the Axis has been liquidated and vv< arc going back 10

Strcsa. . . . . . . .
In the ' 1 1 noon f vvnrkt si at w . ."in , my report and plan lot Albania,

It is preserved in the volume of my writings.

M ay  j . Nothing particular.
1 \ em t( seethe Eultret s ap-u Intern d the Palace. I 'ey have token 

i l,e O R . "  unity to redeem ale tlv ’ 01.se a. "u r expense. The lVincrcs 
and die Prime used to have most unsuitable bathrooms, l i t e r  new 
ones will be what is called print 1 K.

Initialled the payments agreement with Spam
Blonde! sent me Pn uos tls fo. v inous art.eles of the a f  cement.

I U
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N ^ ^ i l A Y  3. A rrival o f the Fiihrer.

M a y  4. 1 shall not record a chronicle of the Fiihrer’s stay, as ii is 
am ply reported in the press. I shall confine m yself to a few unpublished 
incidents and conversations and impressions.

T h e first thing is o f a domestic nature. T h e Court has absolutely 
declined to retire into the background and has shown itself to be a 
useless encumbrance.

W hen the Fiihrer arrived, the populace was go ally disappointed to 
sic  that the founder of Ita ly ’s political power was not by his side in the 
trium phal progress through the imperial streets, w hich owe their con- 
. eption and their realization to him. T h e Germans probably felt it as 
much as we did. A t Naples too there was some sort o f unpleasant 
incident, due to the incompetence ol those in charge of the ceremony. 
T he whole atmosphere is m oth-eaten— a dynasty a thou and years old 
does riot like the m anner o f self-cxpremion o f a revolutionary 1 '.gime. 
T o  a Hitler, who to them is nothing but a parvenu, they prefer any 
paltry little king, o f Greece or Denmark even, w ith a crown on his 
liead and some indeterminate number o f quartcrings.

W hen Ribbeutrop told me ol the incidents, I m ade him speak to tin- 
D u u  . The Duce laid: ‘ fe ll  the Fiihrer to exercise patience. 1 have 
■ >rcn cxet c is inn p idem e for sixteen u .ti'.. Ribbeutrop replied thru  
hr one good thing the Sot lal Democrats dr in Germ any was to 

lifjiao.ut tin inoiiai' lo tor evt r.
T h e m ilitary parades have been inagrn Intent, i. he German ''.ho

may have beet a little sceptical on this point, will leave with a very
different impicssion.

M a y  3. R ibbenlrop h.e offered it. 1 p a n  of military .assistance, 
poblit t'r v it ■ v\ liicht • 1 r vve preler 1 did not hesitate lo tell tin 
Duce 1 was . ,ainst tliie i a as 1 have tiictl to delay the conclusion of 
a pa. , lor poluit.d consultafian an issistanoe.

'Phi Duct intends to m ike thi pact. W e shall it take it bc< au:<; lie 
h a, a iir in ..,.,'1 imtl o n e  n 1 mis Ini not trusting die western dem ocra­
tic.,, 1 i l l  ,st I 1 iglil il as belli ' to postpone It, iti older Kit |u
.........  liflu lilies t"i' Ghmnberlain (list bet<»n- 'Ik meeting of m-
T.e.ig'u, ( iiiuni'il, at whit I, h« is (■  ■ latini h the recognition ■ T tl 1 [ npia
i'li signature o f a purl, which might be susceptible n| various inter­

pret.aim 1; iuc lit*lit • that o( a sci 1 m alliance, would make his task moic 
difficult a n  t pul a CApon in the I .aids ! the opposition at b e in ' .1,

M ■ . ti. T ic  I'iihiM' ' been restrained 1 • I"'1 1 <nvetsati,.t . ih 
die D un W illi me Millet lias not talked point' Ribbeutrop, on the 
othi 1 lintid, !■ •■ .MiherHnt and oecasi'innlly i i.o'oiis. I in Duci says he 
(\e)iMult to 1 la 1 .iteifu'v ol • Jen nan s u 1" ire a dis.».*t< • lo dietr countr. 
He ta lf , a b o m  11. king >. ar light and left, withou1 nam irg an < no iy
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or defining an objective. Sometimes he wants, in collaboration with 
Japan, to destroy Russia. Sometimes he v ants to hurl his thunderbolts 
against France and England. Occasionally he threatens the United 
States. This leads me always to take his projects with a grain of salt. 
About specific and actual problems he is calmer. l ie  declares that the 
Czechoslovakian question is not urgent and that a system o f regional 
autonomy might perhaps delay the solution for several t ears. He adds, 
however, that, should it ever be necessary to liquidate the affair by 
force o f arms, it would be done in a matter o f days, before anyone had 
time to react.

The Polish corridor is accepted for an indefinite period by Germany, 
which actually desire1 to see the power of Poland increased as a means 
of strengthening the anti-Bolshevik barrier.

He confirmed to me vvliat Horc-Belisha had said on the subject of 
colonies. Hitler told Lord Halifax that the colonial problem will conn 
up in its turn, that is in a lew years. Tor the moment (;< rnian> does 
not intend to force the pace.

M a y  ' . The  1 uhrer has had a greater personal success than 1 1 id 
expected. Considering that he arrived in the midst o f general hostility 
and was only imposed by the will o f Mussolini, lie has succeeded pretty 
well in melting the ice round him. His speech of last night helped a lot. 
His peisonal contacts too have won him sympathy. Particularly an ong 
women.

1 he Ki.ii; 1 >nai is is C'sie- 1..wards him as ever and nrs i<> make 
out that hr is .onr kind of psycho-pliysiologicul degenerate. He told 
the Duct and m< dial the Hist 1 glit of his stay at the Palace, at al>oul 
one in the nion. a ;, Hiller asked lor .1 woman. Flint caused .1 gu.ii 

oimimuon. I'lu'i. it was explained- -tippnivuily I10 can’t get to sleep, 
u s:. with hi, own ri he s« <•* a woman n make. n,> bed. Il v ,1 
dillw illt to find on , but .11 Iasi • Imirl rhainl ermaid arrived md the 
problem ' 4 '"'bed. Sup, vising Ur lute, it would be interesting
an-.I im stei!• >ns Bui is n nuei’ t >r is it 1 other nialii <• m tin p.u 1 (,( dir 
Kin wi n alsc. iiwiniiul 1 that Hitler irijecH hiinscit - 11I1 siiniul.uils 
and narcotics.’

M a y  8. \  iussolini heliovi . dial Hitler puls rouge ■ n h . « herks in 
order to hide his pallor.

; [ ss ;,nd Himmler said to \nfii • 1 hat at the l ’nlaz/o Vi nr/i 1 thn 
j., .nanus|'hem of .< : ition, while at the (hernial ou get dir
in.predion of living >“  ' lu ’ ul m old-fashioned film

I he spccim le a 1 the Stadium was superb, f  en more ih ut ihe 
military • .1, which w us perlcnt, the Germans must have
iipp, r, i let 1. 1i la i s il 1 irg iniz.it >n f>! the count 1 y, which is a thing tin ire 
, ninni,, 1 i a ,M| ddlicuh to a< hieve When 1 h< e v il my.mi atimi is
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ect and the spirit o f heroism is awake in a people, military organiza­
tion is easily arrived at.

M a y  9. Florence welcomed the Fiihrcr with heart and head. It is 
a sensitive city, which understands everything. Hitler’s speech on 
Saturday completely' transformed the situation— even more perhaps 
than the declarations of respect for our frontiers the Italians loved the 
lyrical impetus with which they were made.

T h e farewell between Hitler and Mussolini at the station was very 
affectionate. Both men were moved. '1 he Duce said: ‘Henceforth no 
force will be able to separate us.’ The 1 iihrer’s eyes were full of 
tears.

When Gocbbels was going through the rooms of the Quirinal, he said, 
as he passed the throne: ‘Keep that gold and velvet object. But put the 
Dure on it. J hat chap’— indf ting the K ing— ‘is too small. . .

M a y  i o . In the train the Duce discussed my memorandum on 
Albania with me. He agrees with my decisions and believes that the 
month to act will be next M ay. That means we shall have a year lor 
preparations on the spot and also in die international sphere. Since 
a diplomatic crisis will be precipitated and France and England will 
inevitably be against us, it is important to secure the pact with Ger­
many Fhe pa< t will .Jso serve to rc> ommend a policy of moderation 
to V u g '' lavia. Separated from her eastern and western friends and 
squci '/ci1 between Germany and Italy, Yugoslavia w ill have no < hoite 
but To adopt tin attitude which we adopted towards the Anschluss.

I spoke to Ja< o m o n i  and told him to prepare lor me a plan for local 
action— public works, charities, economic, spot ting, and if possible 
political organizations,

Othci .vise nothing iv-w, ex< pt that at (jetn.vaan anti-Italian charade 
is In preparation for Talari's urival. Halifax and Bonnet* may manage 
to suppj' s ii but they art puttmg up a p iot sho \.

M ay  i i . b "nvci‘.atioii with Blondel. On all jioints it is easy to 
re; - 11 agtef mem. exi.epi S| .mi and the Kcd Sea. On Spain, he sax, 
that no l'»< n It ( •overumeni could lather a Frunco-ItVian pac.i which 
lid 11* i mention the Spanish probl in. And Mussolim does not want 

to lueiiijon it. For the It d Sea liicy would like to be associated with 
the Anglo-1 tali ■ " igret mem '1 he usual Fremh mania for transform­
ing the bilateral into th collective As he left, blond' i sairl to me: ‘ 1 
leave with a he. ivy h< in I u  ".sored i in., n- -t be' air 1 "i "ptimislic.
)>"t beeaus i did not .ant to weaken lioim el’*- action at Geneva 
to-morrow

I he .Spanish . . iiiba v.,'Ii r i» n.>t uj.p. tl i "  lepealiiig to the

1 t i r  i w "  " . " i i i . i ' i  I i r i i t  I . I-. "  • ! . ; r M ' i i I i u -i . \ p r i l  l « r l , l ! " ' " l > c i  K j y i j .  A
V t i r i i . Hi r i  . i i  i t g i  ' h i m  ( i o v  - 1 m i t
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rren ch the assurances given to London, provided that we ask for 
similar assurances from Paris and the closing of the Pyrenees.

1. M ay  12. T h e Duce was quite uncompromising towards the Trench
requests H e rejects the idea o f their adheience to the agreement for 
the Red Sea, which lie means to regard as an Anglo-Indian condomi­
nium, and he refuses to talk about Spain with Paris. W hen I said that 
in that case wc shall fail to reach an agreement, he replied that, he will 
reach one .vith Berlin on the lines o f llibbcntrop’s proposals. And 
when I added that the agreement with London m ight also be damaged 
or even ruined, he talked about making an alliance w ith I okvo. Once 
ag un the French will be to blame. God knows how hard I have worked 
to prevent the alliance with Berlin, which is burdensome for the present 
atid worrying ibr the tuturc. But I have come to think that fren ch  
pi ttiness v. ill render m y eflorts vain and that before Jong a new docu­
ment will be .signed in the halls o f the Wilhelmstiassc Mussolini has 
made up his mind.

I gave the Swiss Minister a dressing down for the arresL o f some 
irredentists in the Ticino— with such effect that Ruegger turned pah . 
Switzerland must be prudent and not .annoy us —her future is not rosy.

Stoyadinovicb ha; lei mo know that ho hopes to sec me at Venice in 
June. Good. I will talk to the Duce and lix a date.

T h e Am erican Ambassador expressed fears about the realization ol 
a pact o f m ilitary assistance with Berlin. I reassured him.

A t Geneva the Abyssinian question lias been buried.

M a y  13. I ti '" ii 11 1 Perth ol the tl'Hit iillir* we ire mcetim in the 
negoti. duns aith 1 .tin. I also told f  hi that it w o o l  I lie most ufi- 
dtsiral/li l a  P.ligl.ind 111 nys .i-iali France with (he .-in .11 lyemcill I'm lie 
Red Sea and Arabia. 1 may aciually not be possible, uwiiii; to 
article which obhy> s Italy :.nd G ir. 1 I i la in  > .> resist cvi 1 y a lien 3it 
01 the part of a ihiid  power to establish itsd f in Arabia. We h a w  
vittuall'. •• tablished a condom': run d  two powers - why turn ii into

. n|' Jirei A J then then is die qui.Uion of Spain and hen 
Mussolini is not prepau d to compromise. Perth tried to facilitate an 
understanding, but h‘i d i n  the end that the Frt nch are bad

U On Li nil the Cnvoui 1 told the Duce of mv conversation with Perth.
Hc is IJO*.t. ,,| more inli-Frcnch fie  s o s they arc a nation nim ed by 
alcohol, syphilis, and journalism. In hi., speceh at Genoa he ail) 
rre ntion France. Nor Switzerland, whose attitude he finds mum.

j 'Vkaig o f iain he said b u t  he intends our troop, to ' ike p m m 
r new offensive To ff t thorn ready for a« tioti again he is prepared to 

, , „ d  mine olio i i i ,  iuloi'tcmen' , as u i , Hu-rs ulm :«rr im.......m l
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J IfjTlowever, the London Com m ittee reaches a decision about evacua­
tion, lie is ready 10 com ply with it as far as we are concerned.

M a y  14. W e arrive at Genoa at 8 a.m. T h e city looks beautiful, 
casting o ff the mist and clothing itself in the sun. Flags, sirens, salvoes.

T h e crowd. T he C h ief speaks. It is a very strong, anti-French speech.
The crowd hisses France, laughs, ironically, at the agreement with
I..> itdon. I have com pared the speech as he delivered it with the dralt 
he had prepared, in Sebastiani’s possession. T h e draft was entirely 
diff-Tcnt-- the attack on France was lacking, he was more polite 
towards the English and le.s definite in promises towards Berlin. He 
was carried aw ay by the crowd. Good. N ow we must await reactions 
from Paris and London. T h en  we shall see w hat the tone o f tlie 
negotiations can be, i f  indeed they are going to continue.

In the afternoon the Ducc spoke again at the Fascist Headquarters. 
‘Genoa is, after Rom e, one o! the four imperial cities— Pisa, Ravenna, 
Venice, and Genoa. W< too an: now im perial and carry our flag 
beyond the a-a:., not as .1 Signoria or a Com mune or a Republic, but as 
a united nation O nce Italy  is united, it cannot but be an Empire.
O nce n is an F.inpiu ;t < annot but dominate other Empires. 'Ihe 
enthusiasm I have aeon lo-duy < onvincos me that the Italian people are 
n<M w eary, bin ready for a nr>\ assault.

After spending the evening at the M cdieis’ house, l left lor Rome.

M a y  15. Reactions to iff. speech arc, lot the moment, less strong 
th in one might have t quo ted. But 1 belie 'c  tin ■ w ill increase. Iffotli- 
ing new at the office. Peru ha, recognized the fan,'ire.

M ay  ib. 1 caught up v\ >th my interviews, receiving a series of more 
or less interesting petsonag. s.

Ai! the envoys, particularly those of the Danuhiaii and Balkan stoles, 
eir head! uni o f the division 1 Balkan Europe into an Italian 

and 1 Get man s, T. 1 - < ,1 influence. I guv. the lit to this inniour put 
about by the In 1 m h pi < s.

I 1 old t hi < hi 1 hi 1 lov.tk Minister dial we hope for a peace ful Solution
of ih'- C / t ' h j >11 >1 lit u> b.ii th.u we . i f  not. directly itiieri.it ■ m the
C|n< •.lino and 11 ic ref i m ■ . .....1 rjn m .a ' Inn pi 1 .a rv>' an uitude t<j
in n 11 ahty. W e did mil m m c h r Austria, c ui we Iif expert' <1 tu move 
flu IVagiir:

v iil.vo 1 it-.iit'lil me a set re 1 pact f  u « onsul a lion, iiv huh' u; ■' < lauso 
(hr military •- i.mi' 111 iht ev« at o f  unprovoked aggr> -sin 1 - -n the part 
111 Yue r.lil i.i I .'III I U'hct .I' pti(:d about dll ;u Iv'iia liililv ol ’ l i re
>i. im nis ■ hit h .1 ■■ thecreli ally st ern out b e c o m e  public just when
they are likely to > m  trouble. I shall ipeak to 'he Ihice on these 
lines
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orandi has sent me a letter for the Duce, asking to be appointed 
Minister o f State. Here is a man who serves die regime disinterestedly.

M  A Y  17. M et the Duce at the station. In the car 1 informed him of 
V illan i’s demarche. He too is rather sceptical about the usefulness of a 
document o f this kind. Stoyadinovirh has declared to 11s that under 
no circumstances would he attack Hungary. Meanwhile the Duce 
wants Budapest to 'cave Geneva— after that we shall be ready to talk.

T h e C hief is working steadily to weaken Geneva, with a view to our 
action in Albania.

I had . long talk with Jacomoni about Albania and gave the Chici 
a list o f a series o f measures to be taken in order to prepare the ground.
I also discussed the question with Pariuni. l ie  read try  memorandum 
of M ay 7 and agrees completely on every point. He thinks that, with 
good preparatory work, the coup m ay be effected with comparative 
case.

1 he Duce is still very worked up against France. He told me to 
postpone all communication with Blondcl until the end of the week.
I inhumed the Du< e that in the present situation, and alte his speech 
at Genoa, 1 consider it useless foi me to make my teport to the Senate, 
l ie  agrees. I have telephoned to Fcdcvzoni to cancel the debate.

The Norwegian Minister in ide a statement to me about recognition, 
in such ambiguous and hesitating terms that 1 refused to accept it. 1 le 
will telegraph to his Government to ckuily lie situation

M as 18. J.o'd Perth made a Umarchc concerning the conse­
quences of' tt"• C m . ' sprerli. I u, 1 m a YJln uleuf .li. ennvet sulim.
In  m y  r e p l y  i tri I to  d r a w  a li i i m t i o n  b e t w e e n  o u r  ' ' la tio its  w i l l  
F r a n c o  a n d  th o se  w i t h  F i"  Ian 1 d o n  l k it"W  h o w  fin 1 u  as sut > e Ini. 
l l o u c v t ,  P e r th  m a d e  his a n n o u n c e r n c i i i  v e t v  p o l i t e l y  a n d  '■  t, 1 

, ( 1 f c ' n  b i t t e i n  .. Ik  ; a u '  v  in d e s ir in g  I, a g r r r n i e n t  a n d  he is 
sincere in  d e p r e c a t i n g  e v e r y  pi iibl> c a u s e  o f  d i s t u r b a n c e .

| ,,.(■ ( 1,, ,1 i f  ),i| atiese Yu ilia s. dor. ' Tn ■ lltanke I rue, .0 lie always 
I cs u multitude o f little things m I then got down to the sennus 

im iiiu" relation-, with Kngl: "1. f h- w. > pleased v  lien I lold In 11 11,a. 
i |i r in , t • vttI Lone!o- has ,i'A vv ■ ikcnt d out I eljiv. . 1 1 i‘ol> mi,
, 'n || n„,rC pleased \vh: n I did not deny that Anglo-Italian relations

I 1 . ■ . , indirectly fell lie consequences < I out difhetlllies with

( he Belgian Anil>.v-s.itl< . . Petty a f f a i . s  and great pomposity.
( ii i \  elutnss p h y s i q u e ,  c l u i n g ;  t h i n k i n g ,  c l u m s y  l a u g h t e r ,  H,

. ! , a. . forget his ( .ermanophobia ol a lew weeks ago
and p.aiscd everything that he had abused -even Stature.

M w  , j found Mussolini more exasperated th e. cv, , with 
France, O n tF basis of my Minute a., a ppm ed of the was in hit V
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J had spoken to Perth. In consequence o f a report from T iran a  about 
the exaggerated activity  o f the Germ an M inister, he told me to let 
Ribbentrop know that \vc regard the A lbanian question as a ‘fam ily 
m atter’ . T h at is the phrase they used for Austria and the Sudeten 
Germans. It means ‘hands o f f ' .1 '1 he D ucc declares that he is ready 
to go into A lbania at once, even at the cost o f setting lire to tht 
European r barrel. H e is already m iki lg the necessary m ilitary
prepai at ions.

In the afternoon 1 saw Zanfirescu, the new R oum anian M inister. 
Like m any o f his countrymen, he is verbose, em pty, and pompous. He 
can’ t open his mouth without talking about the Latin origin o f his 
people, and he dues it in such a w ay  that every time I am  left less 
convinced of die truth o f his assertions. He docs all *he talking him: :H, 
which is a good thing, because I have read m any o f his telegrams anil 
they show that you only have to say or.e word and he attributes tbc 
most fantastic statements to you. The Roum anians tire the most un- 
inithful o f all diplomats. Zanfirescu entertained me with an account 
of tiie negotiation-, between Roum ania and H ungary. He says that 
progress is .low because o f M agyar obstructionism. It is quite possible, 
because I know what K .u iva thinks.m  the subject. H o w e v e r,! expressed 

no opinion.

M ,u  20 . 1 saw the D uce twice. In the morning I found him in an 
cam. i mood than that o( the last few days. He run)., .m-d that lie due:, 
not intend begin discussion, with tin* F reud , mid is w aiting for the 
result- o f the cconoiui. negotiations in Berlin. Ib  laid down ceil .in
principles ibr ou t poU<y towards Budspt it: in the event a  H ungarii n 
action against Czechoslovakia, w ith  G erm an connivance, w e remain 
ilisinteiestcd; in die cv. nt ol an unprovoki.il attack by  ̂ ugoslavia in 
absurd snppoMti.m, win. h m ay be ruled ou t) we would Itclp Hun y iy .  
lr. return Budapest must h a w  Geneva. I irana too ill have to hta\< 
G eneva, I suggesn <1 m my nu inor.uidurn on Albania.

Afternoon-- thr l ) u . w a s  slightly w oriicd about Gluunl 1,1111 ■
ition. H e is being U adei hi thepress and Eden is b • 1 1 .d  »f

aw,.un I h a w  i< legrnpl.'-d to tl null to find out how dim?" s,an,J un  ̂
whether we can m-ike any mo . to strengthen the Prime Mmisu-i 
posiunn \\ I hiut'-d at the j„ ,; ability o f 1 den’s tc 'm i. to power, 
Mussolini slit ugged hiss Uoulden and said: 'W< shall :■> •• * nc "
the ..diet it will tint us well enough.’ He i. relying. "U tbe support ol 
< in  many on lit* eoiitiu.Mii.

Serious in. id. nls m the Sudel rl.m d, witli 'bi'ea' "I comp.li- 
, , i i M i d i  C lei u.Hiy S l . i t ;, uid -u> xotab’ v 'be r,u. st.on is

ripening.
1 In 1 ’.nglnli in ll * ri în'kl*
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a y  2 i. N orw ay has recognized the Empire.
I went to see the D uce again in the afternoon, with W ysocki, who 

was m aking his farewell visit, and remained behind alone with him. He 
is pleased at the com m ercial agreement, w hich G uarneri has reached 
w ith G erm any. He had been given to understand by Guarneri that 
things w n v  going badly, and I told him what Guarneri said when 
Hitler arrived— ‘the funeral o f the A x is . I he M inistry for Iradt and 
Currency is a centre o f m asonry— the D uce too is convinced of this.

He talked to me about the incidents occasioned by Scm  B cn rlli’s 1 
play, Orehuka- H e : tys there are still three kinds o f anti-Fascist dem on­
stration in Italy- funerals, the theatre, and witticisms, l ie  critii ized 
Scm  B cnelli’s writing, which he regards as a public display ol the worst 
side of hum an nature. ‘Every house has a lavatory and we all know it 
is there But that doesn't m ean we show it to the guests who tom e to 
visit us.

1 reported on the Czechoslovak si1 nation, which is growing m on 
tense as a result o f yesterday’s incidents. Mussolini confirmed that he 
is not into i' d in Czechoslovakia's late. In any e a s e ,  he docs not 
think that France w ill m obilize. I have been told that Paul B uncouiy 
asked whether he w ould m obilize in the event o f Germ an aggression 
against Prague, replied ‘presque1. In that ‘presejm lies the whu!< ot 
demo, r icy-- -it shows that the. greatness o f France is no more.

Conversation with Perth (M inute made). He told me what Great 
Ri itain has done in  Prague and Berlin, and said that he regards the 
situation t .-day ax extremely > neuron -more clangcious than at any 
time sinei t d; 1 confirn d Italian neutrality on (tie < -ceh question 
According to Perth, France may inohilt/.i at any uioinrot.

V [ A Y  II. .  I ) i , r r  belies . I li.it t h e  C ;  e e h  silunti HI i" n o t  .<>

alarming a ■ mans pt-opk tlunk He abused i le<, ion laying that they 
I,,. <• alvs.o b o u g h t n iidortiuv "> human tv 1 he I rent It Kr\ olution, 
the Spanish w m . die Austrian crisis, and now the tension in Gzecho- 
sl,.,aki.t ha i all to! low od or pm. tied ae.it at ions eonheeted with elec 
, s m u. t alio ’, decisions of lar-i t . ■ 11irv, intp<11 tain e to ilep nd
, ( , 1j, i aiouh mass, by f  union irresponsible, whieli is the people.

U,,. |.eople never knows \ n wares, except to work little at I tarn 
ru,u i, ■ \, i get to-day the p. arc ol the world may d. w ml on si me
drunken i ni ;  i, w ho provoki s an itli idem in ot do- to exe rim Ins ri; I 
l o , , Wild all tilts 'in ply in m d.... O t li . I loi al ollici ib i*»c i In '-mileWio

I . ,| p, i t h aski • i v e i; m j i ly fin an interview and I t ■ , en • d him 
at 7 ...ill. In .i , i .o; a gje.n  . lann. lie mint tie il me ol the eoinnnini-
c.nimi ma le t• > von Ribbcntrop vest o la , 1 niiuli a M inute ol the

’ Scm ltriiclli, 1 l.ilimi | : -W  <11 .oo.ili*:i.
I .ml | ..., I. , , | | | , | I| I r . i 'M M il.. I M n r ili I A pril . f  ami prrvio iw ly

11 on» <o i 'i.i \.
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n i l 'S & n v c i  .ation. Briefly: fresh counsels o f moderation and a confirmation 
that in the event o f  w ar London will be by the side o f Paris. I reassured 
Perth, Id lin g  him  that, unless new and unexpected collisions have taken 
place to-day, G erm any will not move. I displayed perfect serenity and 
told him that the D uce too is quite calm. T hat seemed to encourage 
him.

M a y  In Berlin loo, according to what M agistra l said on the 
telephone it is the English who are ringing the tocsin. T h ey  have gone 
.so far in put about a rum our that the Embassy is ready to ask for it- 
pass port'a That is exaggerated--the elections have passed o ff without 
too man', clashes md the situation is beginning to settle down. M ean­
while recent events have proved two things: that Germ any is not ready 
for a collision, as some .particularly Ribbentrop) would like it to be 
believed, and tl it England is terrified at the idea o f a war. Mussolini 
says that that is natural in a people which lias a comfortable life and 
has m ade a religion o f < ating and games. Fundam entally, tin: Germans 
too ha >■ this tendency to lit donism, he thinks, but they arc restrained 
by their heroic philosophy and by lack o f  space and wealth.

Conversation with Y illan i. I again explained iur attitude tow irds 
tlic pact offered us and, following the D u e -’., instructions, I told him 
\ ( will discuss it when K onya comes to Italy I hint cl at tic possibility 
of their leaving G eneva, but 1 -aw that \ illan bl isle 1 and began it, 
drag iu tie topic o f  the minorities.

I informed von M ackcnsen o f  the state o f the convcisatiuns with 
Blondel anil the v e u ’ ts o f my meetings with Perth. I hen I bluntly 
raised die question of Albania and said m at wc regard it a 'Jainily 
Ilia tier’ .

Viol i is optimistic aliout the situation in Sp. ui. I le sa1 dial I ran ., 
means to ail; -  k in Catalonia v on an> I that he expects this a turn o> be 
i h- i nil ■ if In. rubber

M ss ; j ( tpeiiin; ol die Dojxilaiuiu1 E xhibit1 h i- very su! icvslal.
I 1 ie i *• li. mill ’ lie P > j>. i l M ilan . Uld given TP'' Ir'.v i lic c t i .  i“i

lot die In, i , pi - il l  I mi in mil-.i iheii ) uni to burn merrisi i
t.lfi onliei 'am. I'.n c I lie b i-■  i-.b arc < oner i ned, he w o  " «> spie ,.| 
a It -li balm on the wound' in made u G en oa- oi if not >w mils a 
I a a .i :. 11* I — s I -ri n rci om r 11. .,Ts ;» j ml h y i J e , >■ ' pa d l n * i; i It. I v a i 
the hatheoi.ung meeting o f the Non-Inter-, cut ion Gomniittee. I cured 
linn l havt ih'-.idy 'em  Go-nidi his in ., i w lions.

Itojin I Juts ; - p i  for I'v i, and ac mi given la g-n m d  assi raneei: 
in ilii s c : ............ ..... . . n i h i i :1 and agi  >i im lit v. ' ih p'  hi Dure t> ■ i

1 t h if t i . l i , i .ho  Work , rlie t\i:*' ■ i , i . ' in. i , '-ui ■ ," i ' ' '  ■' ■ 1 1 a b tu ic , i n i iv l,
ami op-i Irlxuie .a titinr.

* A . lb upenii'H an |uii' 4 o i l ! ,  icconii Nsli-rml L  "i(ji«w1 t''1 [;•' -n idv  nl 1 m ,  i^n 
Q ’ , 1 in-, a i.'iuii/ i! 1 v , Mil,'-I lusti ' ',r tin 1 "  ................ -



may 2 4 , 1938
vToiind the conversation very iuc.onclus ive— it took place in the M inister’s 

private house, as the move did not me< with the approval ot the 
bureaucrats of the Q uai d ’Orsay. \Vith men o f this kind til the helm 
o f France it is not easy to come to an understanding.

M a y  2j . Nothing very important. The French press, by ait this 
shaking of the list at Germ any over the Czech question, serin t likely to 
aggravate the situation. After an agreement reached on the telephone 
by A 1 fieri and Gocbbels, our press will enter the lists to-mot row against 
the Parisian papers.

I have prepared an outline ol my speech at M ilan 011 June 2, but 
I shall have to await developments. A t die moment days count like 
months, and the situation changes with the speed ol the cinema.

M a y  2(1. The Franco-Iiritish press and certain ratlin untrustworthy 
quarter.; in Germany have raised doubts about the r *nI ittitude of 1 l.ily 
over the Czechoslovak problem. 1 his led me to summon Ambassador 
M acke rise n and repeat 10 him that our point o f view is e\a< tly th u 
expressed to the l iihret and to Ribbcnfrop— we ate not interested in 
the file  o f Prague and w  are absolutely solid behind Germany. I also 
offered, if Berlin likes the idea, to confirm this; line ot conduct by a note 
in the Information!: Diplamutira. Although nothing new has happened, 
the D ace was mot pessimistic to-day .mil foresees war. He declared 
that he ill immediately enter the .struggle by the side ol the Germans.

Gra/iani talked to me about the Empire, l ie  is not very convin< ed 
ofth  - possibilities of the. 1 hike < >f Vosta as Viceroy, lie  is weak .. I t-o 
much in the h a n d s  o f  his subordinates. This was to lie < spe- tul, tor 
royal princes are i v d  to respect hut not to ■ o i i i i u a o d .  Senator 
ld:r p n im 1 has expressed to 1111 11 lather similar opinion. II is,
li-lu ever, more Imp fill than C a azi.mi ilm ilt  tile possibility el pa- it in,,
1 he laiipio within a iclafively brief p c i  I.

M vv ay. Berlin In. not vet replied to ran oiler, fhey will, liown i 1.
I . , j,.| • 1 . „m tlieii re.,| inti lllioio ■ do they waul tn proerrd to
the disintegration o l'C /.t both* akia or are I hey satisfied with > •vMetn 
0I rc_jc n ,1 autonomyi Frot. wl at Ribbentrop Bald Ip Re roe, b atom 
.0 „,e  dial in the first in* • <« they incline to the cro u d  alternative. 
Ji Is „ ( ,v. proved that h v as I InkJet <»n who v.as roup "isAIr for r . 
the 11,(sin It the wrong moment He l< .t hi., head and made I an.lt.1 
I, 1;, M. Ul(1, »r was inm.iaci/ an i in c v ’a b l And this pa- it " r his 
easily Vonmiunicatcd itself to the ltys.cn al , . rihsm of the British 

vt the ’No-- Intervention* Committee a little ad*, mre has been n. ale 
towards the. solution oftl-e Spanish conflict Following un incident in 
win. I, one - if our wl. . avers ' ‘nested lay 1I1 Hv is, Gi di has sent 
one ,,i Ihs fm tili u •Ai.sle.hu bulled..;;’ and has t. ed th. u su a lv 1 T i ’"*K 

1 I „ (;at|Nii ini, formei Govm 1 of Eritmi.



S ^ L-:Ŝ u p  of the press. T h at happens every time the Committee meets. M y 
ov.-n reflection is this: a man can save his country once, but there are 
very few instances o f the same man doing it twice. W hy does Comrade 
Count Grandi try to persuade himself that he saves his country four 
times a month?

T h e Ducc told me about a letter he has had from Scttim elli,1 who is 
at the moment in Monaco. Having received a passport, he is imme­
diately preparing to turn traitor. Tt was to be expected.

M a y  2». Council o f Ministers. Nothing particularly important. 
Apropos o f Scttimelli, the Duce told me that he is going to try to get 

him brought back to the Italian frontier, making use of the services of 
a British police official. He has given me Settimclli’s letter.

A t the Senate the Foreign Ministry budget was approved by accla­
mation, after a little speech read by Senator Crcsph and prepared by 
me and Fcder/.oni.

Conversation with von Mackcnscn. I he Germans will Ire delighted 
il we lay down our line of policy in an lnjormazionc Diptmalica. But in 
order to do this, we must know precisely what thei] real in'.cmions arc.
In Rome they gave us to understand that the regionalization of 
Czechoslovakia might be enough lor the moment. But do they still 
hold to this opinion? Or do they rather want a disruption <■ » the 
country? In any case, wc must know. 1 hey must reveal th e, mi,mate 
thoughts to us. The Ambassador thinks that the a c c e p t a n c e  «.l lJen- 
lc in V  requests might satisfy Berlin. But lie is not certain and belore 
giving a binding reply, he would prefer to make certain by telr.pl,omn*

Ribbrntrop. , , T, ,■
The commercial agreements have been signal in h u  

casts o f the experts were pessimistic. A ct" .lly all he- g ° ,K "»• h 
Politics have prevailed.

M a  v _,.t Spanish ceremony in the morning. T h e  Adriano I  .< a ire 
was packed. ( was greeted with a loud demonstration. K 1,1 
. raturs, Milan Nslray’ and the poet IVnein , 5 spoke will1 1111 lusi.wui

ml t o l l , though tic m rlietorie strikes our public <*s rat o 'i ’-'toque, 
f  isiiHi revie. in the ili-inonn.
Finished my |.eecl, for Milan.

M a y  30. I lie liner fas approved tin draft "I my h, and says 
lha li is g o i r i f g i v i  instruct ions to the Ptu ly to S e l in  tnoli' >n. t treat 
w ave of tm iT ieiicli feelijlg throughout the country. He nit ioii/.m I me 

1 Emilio Srttimclli, » joumnUsi. In i<iz,| he had put IhlMfd l,!ul w ol * lawry
1 1)1, M iwjlini, A J u ' '  ' - ' i  ic \ l l t r n i l h

Silvin lai’tpi, an uiduslnnlhl- . ■
• ■ |..ll|lt ,,| | '■ j 11 v . c  1. 1 cl  t i l - '  I I  I'. ■! ■ nil. ' 1(|
1 Cl 1,1.1 ill Milan n., ;on. hum "I 'I"’ S|M"isl‘ I 
■ | ,,r M in.i IVni.in > 1 in:.. Ill , \ Spiwni. ' ■ 'll"'1" I""'1

c i a n o ’ s d i a r y  □ I j
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to tell Perth that the negotiations with France m ay be considered 
broken off, particularly as with its usual idiocy the Paris press, which is 
really to blam e for the crisis, is trying to give an anti-Germ an flavour 
to the agreement between Italy  and France. I shall also recommend 
Perth to expedite the implementation o f the Anylo-Italian fa ct.

T h e D uce added that he w ill make the agreement with F ram e 
eventually— on the eve of the occupation o f Albania, so that the blow 
m ay be struck in an atmosphere ol general euphory.

In the afternoon I took he Spanish air force officers to the Duce. 
Afterwards I received them at the Palazzo Chigi. I said a few words, 
telling them how the Italian decision to intervene was m ade and 
assuring them  that, notwithstanding all committees, w e shall not 
abandon them  until the Nationalist flag is living from the loltiest towers 
o f Barcelona, Valencia, and M adrid.

Del Croix has cooled considerably in his enthusiasm for Fiance, after 
being thoroughly badly treated In London by the delegation o f tin- 
country whose praises he has assiduously sung for so many year.. 11c is 
gettim- to know the French now— be'ter late than never.

M a y  31. A  great hullabaloo L being made in Germ any over the 
people’s car seven m illion are to be built and almost every lam ily will 
have its own little car. M ussolini’s comment, on reading a report on 
the subject to Attoli ->, was that this will promote the spirit ol hedonism 
ahead innate in the Ge rmans and make tin- people less warlike. II. you 
turn your people into bourgeois you also ti. 1 them into pacifists.

Lie- Bono mentioned to me rumours of a nim istirial n-.- ltulllc, and 
asked mi .vhat truth a m -  i-, m tin in It. is a toni- lung that .1 man of 
seventy-two, vhn front tin fust day* ol tin rigi. te has been sittinj 
more or It-; , in the lb ml row o f tin stalls. .-.Inntfil till be ingfiumiri
enough to believe in rumours. . .

Bulgaria has lecognt/t t| the F.mpirc 1 hey had alr« .ul> m i - a 
1S< 1 ion■ now it is ft full and formal recognition

' The I pinese Naval, Attache has shown me a report about .1 supposed 
m ilitary agreement between France and England, 1'hey have .is,- 
spoken i"  our All '■ » I okyo. 'l l , ,-  would like to make a secret 
' , t u ith us. 1 am mR» opposed to the idea. O ne secs, Iron, the 

liisiorieal poiut o f view, that Italy and Japan will have to man 1, id. 

by side fbt a long time.
V on  Mackensan i «  conhrmad tha C ^ m a n y  s Intention. tow ard. 

O zechotlovakia are pacific and has declined 1 • oU nJnJ  - 
Diplomatic,. I’he press has alt - ady do...: good work J m » ' tu n h a v e  ,

lined Ribbentrop's proposal to »«hd 1 contrail. - ’ ■ 1
.1, I ki hon^s c» ihr <>rmn«w:p» iking | in order r«. remov e i»wl I,ul

\\. will look a er tins problem by ours-lv.
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^ ' ^ J u n e  i. Nothing particularly importam.
I telegraphed to Berti to m ove our troops from Saragossa and send 

a battalion or so to the front. I hey have now been resting for more 
than forty days, and it seems from reports we have had that a bad 
impression is being created by the sight of Italian troops filling the 
cabarets and brothels in the back areas, while the Spaniards are lighting 
a grim battle. It is true that our soldiers worked hard for two months, 
broke through the R ed lines, and opened a path to the sea. Neverthe-

, the soldiers of fascism  must not, at any moment or for any reason, 
set an example of indifference to the struggle.

Japan continues to press f  r the strengthening of her military ties 
with us. The D ace too is in favour of the idea.

J une  2. M y speech went well. Though it wasn’t easy to warm up 
this colic don o f old vegetables. Retired ambassadors, retired generals, 
retired admirals, and other retired brains made up the gi cater part o f 
the audience— all people who would have been more inclined to applaud 
a conservative speech leading Italy back to the path of pacifism or e\ cn 
collective security.

Pirelli i.,ld m ea t the station, without concealing his satisfaction. th.a 
during the discussion in the afternoon on politics in the Ball'..ins an 
anti-G n iu ii atmosphere was generated. 1 immediately told St a race 
to pul. all tin speakers under observation -mo, d necessary, take 
ilisi ip'm.u y measure- T his t< reified P iid li, w ho tried to prod in c  some 
. at ol e;,,aisc But only sun ccf rl in making the situation Wo'-.r.

L don’t like these meetings. You immediately get a parliamentary 
atmosphere. These old mod find themselves togeth r *«d they 
think n isialgically o f the Cham ber ol the good old (lays, o, c t-nal 
principles, of M asonic lodges. And in these suggest h r surrounding 
tin y  forget ihat hey have at least hidden their green aprons under 
1 >1 tr 1 -.llil 'H.

] i  i I ; ; u 1 c  t l i - J  )u< e soi ue 11 n| u cssious ol tie ■ m eet in g  fh  '" i n k s

,t. 1 i.l in'.I savs it ill lie the hr t As (or my -uteri 1 , v I' ' ■ ■ *•"'( I 
with it 'he i ni i-rn.ii ii ut 11 on ,s too, y ah the natul'.'il ' >:' M'*-1' <*• "I tin;
I ' l .....h p i' ss Ins go rn i t . go< ii 1 ici-i j it ion. Ihe Cure 11 th 11 he
hits cii-iai tin Part) o tih i»to prod'in - a ' wa c . il ( laHof'l" ” ’1 ' tn order t . 
libeiate the it.iii.ur: fr. u- 11 .< u I .,i ,, m'lining slavery: ’ 1 1 Vl1 1Y '"'•'.'riis 
Paris'. T he Chief has alito ordered m e t >resum« the dispatch of vohm-
teirsl h.j'.-in, i l l  suiijI1 Toups uiliiiiuulii | wo i I n m - .nnl l" '•"Mvuli.

1 he Prince o f H, SM-- uIlium, I to , u l-h; . the I ol"< r 'htenu
to force tin.' atnatii m m ( set lit kilt 1 " 1 '■ 1 ' '•
juovoi itkiit'i • >11 the part ol tilt- C'/ei )>• cotititiU' • **’ '•' ' " 'o l d  me,
ai, a lit m il, .were'., that the K ing ol »bee, e show "gns of mnmil 
tinlllll etc-e. lit IS ill the I,anil' I I • 11'' ituahfcts, whom hr CnnMilm
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before taking anv decision. He claims to be protected by the Red
C loud’ and to be in direct communication with it!

I assured Plessen that there had been no oflicial negotiations for the 
delivery o f Caproni aircraft to the English. 1 here were simply pi ivute 
commercial conversations. I also told him that we should be again 
a proposal for mediation in Spain and that we regard the conversations 
v ith  France as broken off.

I ! ad a long talk with Perth. Taking advantage of the enphory 
produced by m y M ilan speech, 1 asked for the implementation of the 
article' o f the Pael of April id. I made a Minute o f the conversation.
Perth seemed to me very reasonable. He .00 is convinced that you 
cannot remain engaged all your lifo -th c  moment comes when you 
have to get married.

I o Ni , 1 received the new Polish Ambassador.1 1 had already met
him when he came here as head of the M ilitary Mission. He is a man 
with a fine presence, pretty ibmk and a httle too self-posseMed. He 
claims to be animated by the best intentions towards us.

Giro, the head of the Dopol.woro in Albania, reported to me. He is 
now in control of considerable cion m is in the country, u > e ’Pml,,J1 
is steadily rising agai.i t the K ing Mid bis bii 'a ius. ft t..n m «i\u i 
ticn in the event of disturbances would inert with no opposite n, . m 
after three days of quiet we rould impose ourselves in sucli a way as o 
destroy every L e e  of tin desire to resist. The common people, who m 
sullcring, an- fur removed fiom p o b tic  anr "O 11 ‘ 1 1111 ,
m ,  i n . ' , . .  . ..  n in li.ru il I n M  U n  ,  -  «■  d y  t o

'■ ,n ) i i n " !  , , u' r , i ,  * m » , .Carry on propaganda among die hi.ihm

n . ; ; T " y » .n , ................ . ‘^ k y !  • ! '
. .  11 i.n,.;,,,, 1 Irn is M 1 clary, Jole. 1'Oa. I lllS is thtmovernem l,,i hmiscll havu'i, a.|< ' “

kind o f thing >• m l' 1 1. eieners s c  ,e prool ot a lack ol seriousness 1.1

mam' Italians
„ I lie l in e  went oH to Uomagna. SundavJ t ’ Nh j. Isoin 1 •

at the ge.i
II ■ nr b \j.-ii<>a tells m< tha then nt hatred of France in

I c h o ir , Apart fiom 1 11 memory of'the .So-called Vespers of iq i 7," the 
problem "of Gorstc a is felt there more thin am, where else in tin count iy.
( 1 iC* V\ in rr ii t ' i- nls as * >ffM' < ould Inild 01.1l yom hand

( • ,v •̂'i< 1 )VlK T \ n  ‘/'iiirn *
1 in ! I. t I•;')!. plw r i). Novell,lirr iniM. Fremiti to •)'*

‘ 11 11,1 1 M- ‘ I . inn 11 miMircl k - lm .tility ,>i tlir innubituuo .i"<l i u '
u\s iit liir ft 11,' nail* n n i l  . . • • . . .. * ,, \ • 1 iim in , in ,1* «,i|rr« (1 l«y n I 'u  i h H v'liitf'Mill. N’t m tlu ill** ‘ 1- , | . f , ,, . i. , • |,„\f bevn t ''■ Htunnhui' nmim- ) tlir truiinl**-I * in Iml in v, jrnui• ' '*fim *•* ""



X ^ . j ^ a i d  touch Corsica. Ours it is, one of the group of our islands, inhal >ited 
by our people. T h ey can't understand in Leghorn w hy it has to belong 
to foreigners. A nd at night they go furtively and let down their nets in 
Corsican waters. W hen Corsica is ours, it will give a formidable impetus 
to Leghorn.

Agreed with Cavagnari to send Adm iral De Courten to Japan. As 
the political agreement with Tokyo is to be buttressed by a military 
agreement, it is desirable to have the man for the jo b  on the spot 
straight away.

General Gambnra thinks it possible for our troops in Spain to be used 
again while we ate waiting for the evacuation. W c still have about
20,000 Italian combatants, plus 18,000 of the Arrow division1, plus a 
Spanish division. W ith this force he thinks we can mass for a break­
through in the direction of Valencia. 1 told him to go ahead. He is 
a soldier with great qualities, a little temperamental sometimes, but 
intelligent and courageous.

J u n e  7. Nothing new.

J riNt 8. A  short talk at the sea with Stein and Hclfarul. h hey were 
particularly interested to know what truth there i- in the rumours oi 
forthcoming ministerial changes. I contradicted all the go-dp. Stein 
said that lie for his part hopes I will stay at the 1 alazzo Chigi and not 
go to the Party and the Ministry o f the Interior. Helfand added that 
worse things could happen. . . .

T received M r. M eAnrtiy,2 President o f the New V>rk Fair. The 
Ambassador was with him. Tie is said to be an important man, hut 
hr doesn’t look it. He is wizened, dim little old man, bundled up 
in an old-fashioned morning-coat. lie. said just what ill Americans 
say, playing in a suitable manner the old gramophone tecord of 
pacifism and collaboration. W illi emphasis, but without ronvu lion. 
Phillips was delighted.

J lie innrn itional pi ess is very excited about l1 rant u an laid:. It 
appears f r o m  a  I inn.li infcrer.pt that in Barcelona 0 1 dumps of 
tin 1 an* < n lire— (15,000 tons of petrol. The fire i t expo r,'d to last four 
d "is, and all ships have had to leave the h a r d o t i r ,  bccau e the blazing 
oil lit1, is and was being earned towards them l>> the < orient.

J une o Franco-Hriu.li excitement ova  ............ 1-'ids con inues,
but l don’t believe it will lead to anything positive. M anw lde the 
I tore ha decid'd  to increase the reinforcement* W( ‘*r' st riding to 
'.pain This tnontli and July two t! misaitd are t<* i*«su*acl of one 

thousand four th Tnand in all. Anti tins InM niif.lu >c Pxctrurd.

\ '1 'I''. t"M 'I UHtl I'alvu i » * »"| ■
\1, Wit ii) .i I»• • iut*n,1.1 •.n ■»» N ,r,( wui'i. .1.! UI-.1

l ’  l c i a n o ’ s D I A R Y  v ^ l
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J u n e  x o . N othing new.
Colonel P icche,1 o f the Carabiniers in Spain, is pessimistic about the 

duration o f the w ar and the possibility o f Franco reorganizing (he 
country. M an y parts o f it, he thinks, are still irreconcilably red.

J u n e  i i . In the evening Bocchini and Buffarini came to sec me, m 
great alarm over the reports o f the activity which Seltim elh is planning 
in France. H e is going to start by publishing a sensational book. I his 
would not have happened if  I had been able to act, through Emanuele, 
while Scttim elli was in M onte Carlo. T h e D ucc approved. Bui then 
Bocchini suggested the possibility of a legal solution and the D ucc 
preferred it. But die legal solution lailed, and now the operation looks 
more difiicult. However, we have agreed upon a plan— Settiinelli will 
have to return 10 M onte Carlo, and we shall then have a b« tter chance 
o f success. I hope it may be possible to abduct him by m otor-boat. 11 
not, we shall see. Emanuele is skilful, unscrupulous, and alw ays ready 
to act. A  traitor like Settiinelli deserves no respect.

Otherwise nothing new. T he question of the air raids in Spain is 
beginning to subside.

J u n e  1 2 .  Nothing new. Sunday at C apri— went by seaplane with 
Ciccino. Dined w ith the old habiiuc.', ol iheA ragno C afe.2 1 lie passage 
o f the years has left a deep mark alike on faces and on minds.

Ju n e  13. R eport from T alam o 3 on the situation in Bulgaria. There 
arc fears of a union with Yugoslavia, and many circles arc working to 
discredit \ ugoslav ia O v a  . helming influence, c< 0110111 ie an I therefore 
a! • i political, • I'Germans Mol much scope for us. We shall try to gel 
hold o f the aeronautical market, w iif h e, .till purl lull) free.

j a C i  inoni brum )>■  s unr repot Is on Ubunin and ii •ruiulatuil 
various propo1ails, i i < is Ia nature a moderate man and inclines to 
ih xlf-v  1 solution, whit h would . 'lots iht King to remain Imi .subject 

him 1 ore and more <■ u . But In ag ees on the ad Ullages ol getting 
rid of him, when the moment comet to opt for the radii al solution of 
a im e ■ a l i e n .  Am ong thu various requests of the K ing die most inipor • 
lant 1, that tor a yacht. V  - must give him m,e and r an ii with an 
Italian < rew . T h at will giiar.uuee the impossibility ol h <’.ir;q>m , m

a n  eventuality. . , , . .
i'.r, 0 telegraphs that Franco m ends to 1 o h on imvorrls \ alem ia on

Saturday But on the strength ol his l •urlcen divit ions I. ■ has dr lined 
on, ofler to send the Volum e' r ( iorps into act urn He — ir .s  the right 
to C1 iploy ,t lor the capture ol M adrid, which ought to lollow shortly

alter that o f Valencia
* C u t  nr) ........... f i r .  ' .cen -eaM K lero l- .W  I ilia.. » orahi.iiei* in S,««iu.

W .o ’ lK'1,.' 111.1 V| u- U I iiimi' L -n dif l  lli (awlclmmvo, l u l u n  Minuter m
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Juisc 14. J made the final arrangements with Cristich fox Stoyadi- 
novich’s stay in Venice.

i ha ve ordered 500 tons of maize to be sent to Albania, which is now 
suffering from a c  ere famine. This is the kind of gift o f which the 
people are most sensible.

1 have authorized Bcrti to arrange for the repatriation of some of the 
must fatigued o f our troops, whom he will be able to replace by the
1,000 reinforcements we arc sending.

J u n  r. 11). T o  Romagna. A  brief talk with the Dure, during which 
1 informed hin of x  <ent diplomatic developments of which he 
approves lie  gave orders lor Senator Prampolini1 ,0 be sent to 
Mbania v> study the reclamation of land there. Dined at Anfuso’s 

house .it Stra. Arrived ,u Venice late in the evening.

.j u n i* 16. Nothing much, except the arrival of Stoyadinovich. Very 
friendly.

Junj- 17. At thf- Lido, wlioi w<-had a long conversation. Minute 
made. O n the w hole all is going very well. The two countries arc still 
more closely united as a result o f the Anschluss. We confirmed the 
policy of close ■ ollahoration.

Ju n e  i(i. Stoyadinovich left. A very friendly farewell. The crowd 
cheeti d Yugoslavia enthusiast xally.

\ hricIT Ik with Ualbo. Sour and hostile to everything. He. spot-, 
ill of tin O rm an s, defended the ,lews, attacked Starace, cr. lei/.cd vui- 
and the business o f »! c Roman salute.

With the l)ucc at Riccionc. He is satisfied with tlic result- o{ mv 
■ onversation vvi' , tvloyadinie ieh. It. ,rdc -d me to send a lurlhei 
1 ,ooo ton of to ii/v to Albania. He • onfii med his intention to act and 
occupy Albania brio.; the end ol i i-y i. I told him about no talk villi 
Hal! 10, vvli'rh m.iil' linn v e r y  angry. 'Th.it man, V- s id w ill end like 
Arpiuati or even worse, ii he atl< mpts to move a linger, 1 shall put 
him under arrest. II.- n.id ,,n. to act against Settimelli fm the 
1111. el 11. I I-' w ill ],,o. )■  u it l.ilei. My enemies hav e alw.e -. eie '<d Up 
in j., I - al l 'Online- me l i al  l.i ,o ('< on - kliite 1 le <, mi ll lie . I Inv 
puli, y of loH-oiiipi.imiiini 111.1 v and : poke again "• tin- ue, d lor 
.1 i-v ere Imi.ipline. b i;, w ill m-, o  In - iilhi ii in I' priosian ,,-d. 1 I- |, 
not le iv  the Italians in j - wr, util ) In - ■ lie! "I r.i Ii over mV 
In ad He 11 - 1 'd 'hr innniii: l> <! - - -ci i t.iT 1, 11 n 11" 11 -l ke ,. , 111
, . Inn . | le 111 ill,-I ol .,(, 1 mg in, n |U m Inlioi. In'l l lt/o at h'l -'i<*. ein . il

- Ni- I' I '- "I 11 I,ml. am! -Iiislrinlui, •.-lie hint play.-,I a I, •■ •lii.,; pan
a n '.iiiiull"" ' , 1 .aly

* <in 1 . .i !. ,* 1. '"ii . 11. . ,,n nnii 11 in. i-r.-a. t,. ' - ela, r ■ *", the |iolitr lerui ,*f
. . .  : .s 11. -11, - I In nl |-it . *1 !., a i r  lev, I o .  .,1 i ' H  1 ' in iv ale iU I" Il
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ihc \v ir in Spain. M orally and phy.sir.ilh he is in tremendous iorm. 
T returned to Rom e by car.

J iJ N E iy . Nothing w orthy o f note. A t the sea.

Ju n e  an. M y  conversation with Perth l M inute made) was not te n  
fruitful from the point o f view  ol Anglo-ltalian Ira ndship. It is not 
possible for us to accede to the request that we should promote an 
armistice now, just % hen Franco is wiiminr lu ri\ il war there can be 
no com prom ise. I n  ported to the inter I consider that this deferment 
o f ih< implementation o f the .tereenient to the G teek Galend it vciy  
daiv arou... Finn, e is at her old mime o f u mbimg the waters. H erriot1 
told l 'a m b in n r  that he rc-auls war between Italy ami France as 
inevitable.

Volpi. i chilled lus eiithws,asm for I ram e and I "eland. II- i-,nesses 
that we have d.-igns on Albania and is please. I. lie  insists a I •- on a 
subsequent operation in Anatolia.

I he Princess o f Piedmont was fishing lor news ol the monarchy
question. She said that, il she were not wh.u she is, she would b< 
against dynastic rule. She is going to tenth V  i son several trades, a« 
dir helb'v- • that .-nr day the boy will have to work and live b> lie* 
umk. The Savoy himily belie rat in diviiw right, She doe* not. l he 
" jib  merit she ie, ugni/e in dynasties i that they d<-" I try to make 
mum an i bvioir dig " l the I'.i h r .  M e distrust. Slai a, e end (eels 
hr is at, run n y. 1 denied thi ami tried to .. "the lin  appiriicnsim r by 
telling lu f thei e i , m* n>*< <1 to v\. ar;

j 1 in ,m u ted l'i .iiiipolini to go to Albanm t ■ study Lie 
plan lot tc.rl..maiton. Naturally I did *«-i « i - < .,1 I- -m him the 
r ,|„1( ll| ni p,,:.e o f !u mission, [h o  ex- itrd him. and h n ee|- d w n h
II, I hl ) l ,  , 11 ft" u :• tl I. ' " " " I "  ‘ . 1.1 1'ieseut "  the
.. lljVl, will !-IT.era him to the Ring. _

<tnenitiB ol the Italo Ot rman <longress of L*\ , with - go< P< ■ - h
bv | | m k .'1 l a i n the auti-Axis Bottat and lh ' - «M lu..‘  applauded 

I . f)-,-\ see • hi h n tin w *nd is i-'■ • ■ ■
I ... \ l | ; . . iu n  lust ba 1 .10111 | .u-a  . nh, m lh-' Al'inth - - ,1- pane - 

a " .ml tl. i ’.*.i k .il'h  n iih i.u  v H lungth •’* ' 11
.....  S  ........... sonic-Jewish pmpagiuidn wowld lik u»cou n ti\. i ''>nn t ' 1 . „ iirl

t" Iw , vc, japan I - "  " - ' " " " < 1  -mb a • . r; small P " V " 1 “ ’
.n C'.hi" i I be w*». |"ilcnimI is ililaet.

I ileliverrd our no..' a ' “ "i* Swiss nentrahlt

, I, unr.l |  |< i | let, ........... I '<••>< »1 Mi...... Muy.-l <*
• i .,1,01:.,i, ................. • .1 •«. -a l
, |... , I... ..........  ' ■ "  "• I - mit

i ll„ M Pi ,,ik, ( ................M>' " ,r -"re.
I, |  , | > . , itisi''. looi.-i luli ,,i -  Mmimt-r lui .|«i»i"

10
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J uni! ug. I informed von Mackcnsen of my conversation with Pei tli, 
o fin y  reply . n<' o f the i hiere’s decisions. He i; very pleased. Every now 
and then tin so Germans require an inj etion of confidence where we 
ue concerned. And yet they ought to understand by now that the 
P a l y  ). Mu s ilini Ml lows a straight line and is true to her word. But 
it will talte u i lony, time to undo the platitudes produced bv a still 
longer tradition <•! servility, intrigue, and pandering. W e shall
sn ored

The Hun is bark. I met him :u die airport. I informed him that 
tin   . Corps "III go into ac tion again in Spain very .soon. Ib ­
is pie............ It'- approved of my replies to Perth and absolutelv icfuscs
i i compromise—- c\ <• hull n> >t modify our policy towards France> in the 
smallest degtee and the agreement with London will com into lorce 
when God pleases. Il indeed it ever will. He is in a good mood, 
because the crop -, particularly the rurn, have recovered uft< r all the 
had forecast: and promise pr< tty well.

1 assured Comic, who was slightly anxious, o f our intentions. 1 
told him that the he t - as to give; the- lie to the gossip is to send 
the Italian legionaries into battle on the r '.id  to Valencia stiaight 
away.

I alked t' Pariani about Albania and dec ided on tin. building of die 
road from Shiah to Marc.

) to r .up The I hire talked about economi- question*. Hr says he 
iTii.u.i' i ii it rod. n e monopolies for sugar ahohol, and electricity 
laisnsi 1 (aly estimot be lets eout igcnus than Gioutti, v,h > in teje*h uiacle 
die railways a m onopoly. He- criticized g< ue nils who go in lor oratory.
IJr sacs vou must neve i talk to soldiers about death—-on the contrary

■ u -liotild p'-rsu;aie them that they ill kill and them.elves always 
rein.tin onIiuti

I ties 11ir I )iila >1 \osttt . i ! the so.i I p . upt 11 s t o  I Vvs 11, 1 an his 

i o' id i- s o l '  u n h e a l e d .  Three:  o i o n i h s  alba- t h e  o p e u a t i o n  Ibis i; ail 
tig 1' sy in) m m .  He- -ans to g o  b a c k  to  L a  i efric.i a n d  is e e r y  kf < u 
mi  pi  ire " i d  , i i a n  i m • ( I n  | be  ve h o l e  h e  is 01 i imi»t ie  a b o u t  tl i 

s i t u a t i o n  in the  l a . i p h i  III thi nks  V e shal l  he  a b l e  "> " - d u e e  e x p e n , l j .

■ and obtain ; a. good n'Mills il w  are lau in too rniu li of a 
hurry 11 does not *)»•.,i. • vrll o l'ih r  colonial olhriulx- 50 pet rent 
itieoiiipeii nl and , per e nt. ilia . cs.

Pale. . u v -till me 10 the Miti;-,;i i '. he-i 1 u ' bud a long com i t s ;. - 
1 ion hi | he e 111 hi: uttered III 1 rally 1 hr ,< very t . v» aim sore I- • • | here
00 loiigea .---i. ;s •• <.is*• • l o r  s .......l i l y  to I t a l y .  I I f  is (h pie.  • 1 l r

thinks of tav 1111 - id Libya, as he: irah/.rs that that is still the best 
sol -1 a .11 I i.- a a 1 it alls' he is a 11 i.iii ■ .ealy d< ■'" u'-i t' d and also cam I v 
'Httinano lisitid.



>5!L-*2^:onvcrsation with the Turkish Am bassador. M inute m ade. I de­
clined the offer o f a pact for the eastern M editerranean mid encuut aged 
the Turks to make a. coup di main on the Sanjak of A lexandretta. 1 ranee 
will not lit able to react, without com m itting herself in such a w ay as 

v to weaken herself still further on the Continent.

J u n if ..4. I kook the D uce the notes about Swiss neutrality. W c onh 
sent them because the Germ ans had done the same. W e saw no need 
for them ourselves. 1 he D uce commented: ‘W hen I say that Switzer­
land is the only country which can ue dem ocm tic, they take it as a 
com plim ent and it b in fart a frightful insult. It is like telling a man 
that he alone can be a hunchback or a eunuch. O n ly  a base, vile, 
insignificant . ountry car  be dem ocratic. A  .strong and heroic people 
tends to aristocracy.'

I telegraphed to G rand! and brunas to inform them that if, as is 
rum oured, there should be a R ed raid’ 1 on an Italian port, we should 
im m ediate)' proceed to ai ts o f war. I ha ’C also mfofrtied Berlin.

1 assured V illani that Y ugoslavia hut friendly intom iom  towards 
H ungary. She is even thinking o f a pact , without simultaneous action 
on tire part o f her allies ol the l.ittle  Lntenie H ungary must not, 
however, take the initiative in an attack on Prague, but w ait foi >br 
fm its o f G erm an an io n . 1 em phasized the advantages ol an under­
standing between Budapest and Bucharest, with the object ol fuithei 
isolating P r a g u e  . nd France. lm red ya and K atty a want to com e to 
Rom e, in Ju ly, li might be better to postpone it a little. Nothing • 
decided about G euct I i- pea c«l that wc are w aitin g f<>r H ungary to 
leave the League.

j , JNi Alt dic.o ha ; sent a lone report describing some cm veisa- 
ioiis with R ibbcntrop. Briefly what it amounts to is a renewal ol d»- 

offer o f a m ilitary alliance.
'Jlie ,s. 1 nation lias changed satire the beginning ol M ay. Kola irons 

u'itlr Great Britain have not developed as we might have hoped I he 
, ,n . . as limes a new value. Mus slini is in t <\"in. !>' has (old m. u> 
telegraph accepting a > w i ol Ribbentrop to 1 \ 0,0, during wire h the 
u n o e i will 110 di. 1 vised in all seriousness’ . M eanw hile he wan. to 
prepare public opmi n. ‘ W ■ shall have If' explain to the Germ ans, 

i(j,.,| . l ,, 11 1 sir >U mak»- tie- all. nice when ii ceaw ; •» he t npopu nr.
1 am working in this bio < lion At die same time we ai< e.nJeavoui nw
10 ascertain the |"‘eeise ■ l ltions between Bei Im a"d  I o f ; '

R eeei'.ed a visit from L u iz r ,’ full o f adm iration lor thi organization

1 |,1 |.uali.ili !:. die 111 io.nmI•
|„ ....... .U, llunv. o-'" Arm . i.l11 :> "'[■  "MP i-
I lie li .il l' -• |uni- .U»l 1 ' 1 1 V

i \ 1 |PH.I., „1 the S.A. ''Uirofl-uilmttoi) ■ ■ »»; the death .,1 l: ah... .«
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ilit* M ilitia— if is indeed making miraculous progress under tin-
guidance of Russo.

Conversation with Cristich— general survey. Another with the 
Czech to whom 1 icpcatcd th< iw i ul formula: romc to terms with 
lu llin ' Another with the Brazilian about a question o f the right oi 

asylum.
Crandi told me on the telephone that things are looking blacker m 

1 ,,IlLi.,n. I In*, news o f liesh attacks on British ships ha, roused public 
opinion. 'I here will be seventeen questions in the Commons to-morrow. 
Cham berlain’s position is more and more shaken. 1 have informed 
the 1 hire.

Ji-Nt uT I lie situation in f ondon is becoming steadily more difli- 
enh for C) .unberlain. Grand!, enigmatic and anxious not to eompro- 
mise himself, de cribcs the situation as very sombre, Mussolini is calm. 
Very calm. He does not intend to Ibrce ITaivo into stopping the air 
raids, and lie has no desire to make any declaration of this kind. He 
awaits events with his usual statuesque Imperturbability. 1 saw Perth, 
who is very darmed I m a d e  a M inute >f the conversation. He fears 
that Chamb- rlain may fall The Duo-, >n the o tlu » hand does not 
l„ |„.V( that this can happen before the ve.n of the Kni'lr.h King and 
Oiiecn lo Paris, i.e. befoie Inly K f 'It Chamber! un falls, ’ he add- d, 
‘we shall see who tak< . hi., place J shall base my dee,sums -... the posi­
tive and eon- < t< laeton of the situation which ll.-n arise-. Ko. the

moment l am wailing.’ , .
I ranipi Ini has rew ived his final instructions for his mission to 
I.itn i ile  t> -IS cmi iftUUti and lb uanuc a , a l.ioy of twenty.
Report from Admiral Uieeartli* on bis mission to M J ta  Nothing 

particularly impoitunt. His recepi -m was .qrparnuly very trieudly.

|, , .q. 1 f  ond th. Duce very irritated at the rumours in the
intei ■ - pres* tb u m conversation with l ’u  tli. .1«. i» afraid 
people will try .-11 Ive ii the significance of .1 threatening pressure on 
rite part of I .,nd,ai. I suggested we should gel (.< tyda to "  1 ,t<- an :u m.l,. 

n ih< baait of my Minute o f  the < mveriation H e accepted, but added 
ill:.., if the pi. v nniims.1 to make a fuss about every intcivu a with 
l ’nl.li hr will linlaid me to n five the British Ambus-wfor a. he did 
.mni w ars .tvii in u» use • ! de Hi .nmiaia lia is.' w ho a !<-"g time

j., ,, |used a < •• ■ 1 the I'.Mla//-. < higi. 'I In- I bin* mu, y with
t;„ hr anvil w in the Iasi few days ‘When are you going to 

malm up y un mind m put him in ■ corner.1 In vl-
v \ e a n  m  i-n all i iu  ul' u i w u i i  brazil, In cause I .ojacono ga ■ asylum 

,o ('aptain ! mill o  who f  d the revolt again u v a,'gas . mnntl. ago.
........ .. (<|, i iinli, I icier s , I " ,  u" •"  ‘" l ' «*• NmvwI

"?'> I 1.1,• lg-.iuiiwiel.nl* IVe...l. Aml"«Mi..'irt- i"  Kvme. .
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^Sl'Sl^ ijacoiio had in fact no right to do this. Asylum may be given at most 
in flagrant cases. W e shall see how the situation develops. It is diffic ult 
to judge from here, so 1 am leaving Lojacono to gel himselt out "I his 
own mess. But 1 have no great confidence in his abilities, and I fear he 
may already have compromised himself unnecessarily.

Massimo tells me that the Germans were much alarmed In the 
rumours o f my being transferred to the Party atul Ministry of the 
Interior.

Ju n k  30. th e Dnce gave* me a minute of the not I am to hand to 
Pc ah on Sa1 urdas in reply to his communication to mu in our conv rsa- 
tion of the aoili. Btic-flv, lie rejects in sharp terms the suggestion of an 
armistice and unilateral evacuation. He confirm* tliat he will only 
i« sume conversatioi with I ta lic  alter the implementation ui the 
Anglo-1 tulian agreement. Hus note will stir up th- situation again 
to-day it. is Lx ginning to settle down. But these lulls are temporary and 
sporadic— tin general picture remains black, iu the scheme for the 
1 vac.uation of the volunteers 1 have foi nil several details ol procedure 
o f which we had not been informed and which seem to me t|uiic 
unacceptable. l<> search the volunteers, keep them under ohsei vati' >' 
in r.p tial camps policed by international guards armed with hoses and 
tear gas, and subject them to other tyrannical measures ol this ridiculous 
nature, is u■ ■ ithcr iblc ttoi honourable. I telephoned (uan di. 
Octopus-lik'-. after fouling th. water h ha., withdiawn lroiu the 
di.cus.'i in. I w'l talk to the Duee 10-1 nor row. 1 am certain that he 
•All reluse to rspo- the Black Shills o f M alaga, Santander, < luadul.v 

jara and ilir K i n o  to such hut filiations.
Re* rived von Mackensen, who brought me a photo raph ol von 

Kiljlv.i . p V-itli a ino • frii ndh Ji-<li ■■ t ■ >n. ga\- him inii-e m ret urn.

|, , -v 1, A lew moililu at loo.-, have been made in the note 1 am to 
1',-rtli 10-11101 oev evenin',. At my suggestion the Due- m u  a id  

the word . surd’ , us*.d more than once 1 de:.c>ibe the English piupo- 
v a. for , mnnesty .okI evacuation, :a.d substituted a It ss o L n siv e  
epul.r-t. In addition, 1 :tin to toll ]V| th that, until tin P a c t  comes into 
j,„ , , ivc IVmill HI" rtv of action, 1 nil vve lecpiest tin. publication ut 
the doeum e ts. and th«t we are waiting lor a delimte epic. It is a 
strong o- te .1 eri'.i* ib om wlations with London is aim* a m eviiabh .

( ;.,, mli 1 ,.poi 1 1 hat he I. is obtained tie removal I com i-ic cvai u.it. >u
, , o; ir . i .cpte'')<’ : ' U l t s .. ...........lie d i s a r m . i i u e n t  a m i  t h e  rest

.,1 the pel..' p c  --routton of the ihrnu rs. Thi is just as well, lor the 
L)ua db 1 1 had discussed th« iii.uier whli him v. >• determined to 
0 lend th pride and the. Iiwoour O Iu- Black Shirts, even 1 he 1 os I 

nl shade no 1 he .»hole hem  .
Beni ha:; com rm tuvalcd die plan ol attack. 1. is to I in-in on th bill.
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the line o f advance for the Corps o f Volunteers is Teruel-Valencia. 
w e shall get through. W c always have got through. Meanwhile the 
dispatch o f reinforcements continues. It has been decided that about 
600 artillerymen are to go.

J u l y  2. 1 ain not well. However, I stayed in the ollice to see Perth.
I made a Minute of the conversation. Perth was overwhelmed, 

litru lly  overwhelmed, by the reading ol Mussolini's note and by my 
declarations. Usually he is witty and quick in argument, but to-day 
he was bewildered and vague in his replies and had little to say for 
himself. To use a bo sing term, I might describe him as ‘groggy’ . 1

Mackcnscn was very satisfied- immediately afterward: 1 handed 
him the note and gave him an account of the onversation.

1 came home with a raging fever.

J v  i.y  3. A t home —still feverish and uncomfortable.

J u i .y  4. I am better, but very weak and exhausted by my illness.
I listen'd to the D u ct’s speech at April in on the wireless. When I 
heard his voice, I started to cry like a small child.

fn i y 5, Back to work.
I found the Dute s'ill quivering with excitement from yesterday. 

More and more decidedly and openly anti-French. He says that the 
Pa 1 is press is simply strengthening the .Axis wath its t ilk ol Mussolini s 
desertion ol llitlcr. ‘ I f  the. day should evei come tor that to happen,
I would tell him so frankly. That is my style. 1 am not a traitoi He 
attar krd Catholic Action sharply. He sacs that the priests arc 
deceiving themselves, if 1 hex think they are a positive for* e in Italy. \ 
prie.a of Verona, which i: a Cathulii province, only had to prohibit 
dancing In all the young people to desert the chutelies and flock to the 
dance lull In Romagna >n the other hand the priests arc too shtewd 
It prohilct <1 ur itiu. In any ease even M ary danced round the ark.

Pirelli, with 11 is disingenuous tando if, < ante begging on belnll of the 
1 nsli'utc ol  F'.u-igij Pol i t ics  l s p o k e  hi him about the Congicss, and 
lie p re 1 ended n was news l" him. lie  is j us t  back from I .undo 11, v. he, •
1 ic s:o f; )'e. luund , et v irn ., Pu . u muu. Hr: now puts on a no < ornpr 
nis" .u t li uirdi it in. k .. i.,, 'l(:;h iiecp. and even I'.rit-: 1 • ’ " 11■ and

talk' lil 1 a Germunnplnlr
Agostini1'— nI out Caning :i rhuniii •.
Huiurini -we made a sm ■ ey ,,f tli< internal situation.

Jim v n>/‘ I lie Duce has mn.it me isk liciti whcthei he i> quin 
leiulorn meiiis uul on what j< ale. ll< i ready* > p.rant anythieg Bcetf

1 In I ngli,li in llw 1 •ripimil
5 ’. Aynsiini, li .- I 01 d • I'■ u. • > Mili in
a I In- li e.r 1 lor July li to ;j mr mi,.hub fmin die dairy.



f’V ant* a *3uv'- ihe figure o f almost 5,000 men already sent inTOe 
'  'Mast few weeks. T h e position w ith London is getting more and more- 

com plicated. T his— in the D u cc’s o p in ion -serves to divert towards 
the Axis die sympathies o f the enervated and defeatist bourgeois class, 
which, after the agreement o f  A pril 16, hoped for peace through an 
understanding with the western democracies. Mussolini is very angry 
w ith this section ol the bourgeoisie, always ready to let its trousers 
down. He talks o f ;  third wave, to be set in motion in O ctober, with 
the support above all o f the masses, workers and peasants. H e intends 
to introduce the concentration cam p, with more severe methods than 
those used in the present form c l  police detention. A first hint o f the 
turn of the ,>erew will he given by a bonfire o f  Jewish, M asonic, and 
pro-l renc h literature. Jew ish writers and journalists w ill lie banned 
from all activity. VI1 this, in any case, was foretold in the D u ce’s 
preface to the Acts o f the G rand Council. Henceforth the revolution 
must im pinge upon the habits o f the Italians. I hey must learn to Ik- 
less ‘sym pathetic’ , in order to become hard, relentless, and hateful - i n  
(act, masters.

J u l y  i r. G ave Blonde] a reply about the frontier incident. There 
was'really nothing in the reply, hut the tone was (airly conciliatory. 
H ow ever, 1 did not omit to point out more than oner that (he tourist 
who crossed the frontier was a lieutenant o f the artillery. Neither 
Bloridel nor 1 alluded In politics.

Conversation with l Jesse, sent h o e  by llib h en lio p . I’ tnpose: the 
pact ol‘ military assist an i_e K ibl n itrop  insists that this pact should be 
made. I replied d ial the D ie r and I share his ideas, but 1i1.it we want
0 see h<u - relation, w ith London el< \elop and prepate a broad founda- 
ti n of popul irity lor the a n  •.■ •mem. In any • vise. Rib! nit on, who 
. ays that Jap a too i\ prepared to participate in (lie part, appears to 
have renounced th< tile 1 ol a visit to Com o, which would open the dooi
1,, rmnottr p in  1 utuiriy. He wants the prelim inary negotiations to be 
conducted secret I y 'lu ough  Hesse, without the knowledge - v< r. ol tl r 
l.tnhassy.

| y ,v  •..u-niuiiK.ited to n.e London’-; re j’h to "to - om c  ration oi 
July 2. Minute mad .. N - th ug to he done. O u r point ol v i m  t not 
ac-c-pu-d for 'l iesettlemcni ol the Spanish almir they demand 1 Hectivt 
eve 11 a t i ■ 1 ■. T l-trc  1 no alternuuvs- I ml tow ai W ith all the rlaiit'ers 
wltieh waiting involv-s.

J i . j y | h Dm e too is di-tiatialied with the British reply. O n  our
1 .. > 1 1 iciv ■ ioth 1 ii-,r 11 tot'- to he sa id. 1',' sh. H aw aii 1 lie de\ elopiui m  
01 - -eiPs in Spam  As lot my co m er .on.-:. 'h  l l r v - t i n  I " k t , while 
i.tkbi : t kriii inti- - ->t m die alt lir, say- v e should postpone the 
eointncnccment o f the pi*c.li:>linarv u*nver lions for r  e presettt. I he

f l (  I f  ) l ,  . j u i .y  i « ,  1 9 3 8  V a i l T



n
i f  Y i  V C T

C  A N O ’ S D I A R Y  y j l .  J

y ^ '-2'''jk p an eic  Ambassador has b eta  put in the picture of the situation, as 
we see it. I have also informed Mackcnsen ol the result o f the conversa­
tion with Perth.

Baldur von Schirach1 came to see me. I was very polite to him and 
decorated him with the Grand Cordon of San Maurizio. It ^eems that 
some time ago he took offence because, he only had a ribbon regarded 
by him . inadequate. 1 hat explains some of his slightly unorthodox 
behaviour towards us and his futile flirtation;, with France. When 1 
spoke to the Duee about it, In- replied: 'Certain!}. \ o u  can give him 
my d -cor;.'i- ns too, it you like. The Ducc’: contempt lor decorations 
is such that doesn't even trouble to refuse them.

ft. i . v i g .  The oflciiMVi in Spain has begun. Final goal Valencia.
First objective Scgorbe. Beni has issued a laconic announcement.
G a rt: u has cut a telegram like hirnself, full of fire. Reading it, the 
Duce com ment'd. ‘Gainbara is a general 1 am keeping my eye on.
I like him. He is not one ol those soldiers - then arc plenty of them-—  
who wander into the barracks by mistake, win n the right door lor them 
is that o f the convent, l ie is a olde r who lo w . war. I ’m sure he 
doe n’ t put cotton-wool in In ' ears when die gum are bring.’ No news 
dm im- the rlay. At midnight an official di patch informs us that u is 
‘going well’ .

Sere ; :i brought me a projec t ol K ing /.og lor a revolution in I'urkcy.
As rumours have already begun to circulate uCI irana lo the effect that 
we are planning an action in Albania, I don t want any attempts at 
a diversion I low eve. I shall examine the project. I told Sere,; ;i that, 
in vice ol my heavy commiiments in the West 1 have no aims in the 
Adriatic beyond ii status quo. I promised assistance and in to-st in 
Albania Particularly in the sphere o f land leelamuitnn. 1 eoni-ned 
with Prarnpoli ii, wlm seems to I ■ vr been bred with enthusiasm by his 
»i a visit o die country. He goes back soon to tout mu, his invest iga- 
tio. ■ Hut In- is already talking o f the rwlatnat ■ ,« at Durnz/.oiu easily 
p: act leab1". He a.,suits air that we shall be abb lo p on ii in Ii/cceij,brr 
uj'V) .»i»< 1 tluil in li't- years vve shall h*vc full-seal*.' liarvnu.,. It j< 
excellent laud and ;|u- rxpi ii «:.s, be the l)uin/ ’ <• gion, are very
.mall io fuilhon ore I • 3,^00 hectares

J t t v  The oil.-tii.i\r o Sp n n  is inaltine g 'O '1 P '0 .1' ,
I'lie Dui : announced 10 rue that the (J tor mil >1 h-’ .i, is to punlish a 

Slat-•merit Jon the >:>cial quesiain. It 1»’* p,-'i ’ > l ■ \. iitm  by agtoup
ol .sdiohu under till aegis o( Popelat O llm *  Dm hi-1. 'Is nu that in
I; 1 1 In drafted almost tiie whole I) in,1 hiriiM’ h

ji 1 v i e  P.u iani's 1 epoi I. on A,, rmirii is v f  V uptimittlii. H lin t, 
that the unity ha ■ made giant stride ,, vlorcovei tin id' ,1 nl m lf rv 

' II1 kl'ii hi S l.iiueli, l-"l .I'll't- U I '•"«Ih1, 111 ' *-Miy.wwl
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~~ collaboration with ns has been popularized in oilirer cir h's, which up 
to last September were lukewarm and hull o f reservations. 1 he slogan 
Credit'1, ubbidire, combultere, 1 in Italian, has been adopted in the barracks.
T h e D uce is justifiably proud of this. In Italy too the DUCC intend* to 
give serious attention to the character of the oilieers. It is useless to 
stall a lot o f culture into a lieutenant 01 a captain. The leaders "list 
be scientists and artists, but subalterns and commanders of small units 
require cour . ;e and the spirit 01 initiative. ‘All the great retreats have 
been started by the failure . . fa  second lieutenant to hold his ground.’

On the racial question the Duct said that he is going to get the 
Secretary of the Party iu summon the ‘scholars’ and announce to them 
the • tllici.tl .ittiiucii o f the regime towards the problem. An attitude 
which signifies, not persecution, but discrimination.

Civilian ollicials are to be put into uniform. I am much in favour ol 
this measure, which strengthens the discipline and the decorum ol the 
bureaucracy

J u l \ ifi. Operations in Spain arc progressing very well. Apart 
from the‘communiques, iJauibara •> db matches are very significant and 
permit tin highest hopes Parinni suggests preparing a fast m oton.cd 
brigade .md sending it in, as soon as Valencia is occupied, to gut tin 
lin d blow.

Nothing else important.

|u) y 17. ( mod oews in Spain, flit'action  is developin ; swiftly and 
.ninety. Gan 1 ■ Lira’s dispatches confirm that, lie .s preparing to cairy out 
au encireling movenient 011 Valencia- a ' aid move, but it may 
give practical results.

'1 he D ue is pleased Taking his cue from tlu* question ol the double 
salute in ill. aiiny, be Id fly at the monarchy, which is apparently

, ■ 1 ,ir (ji -.Jilupl o n  o f  die I' ' i l l ' l l  ■ .ill 10". It Ic ’ needed ;el  lie,

pa'ienee,' he said, to l i»W tb s  wretched lito'iitrclq along It lias llcv> r 
ilonc ant tl.u, which would t'ommit it to the regime. la m  .« ill \> utmg, 
hec.m (In King is seventy and 1 hope that nature will come to toy 
|. .] . j(,. ,, mi ■ and mure determined to get rid 1 lh Savoy family
U 1 Ik , arlimt ofiiau tnuity, lie  ..I . » talked about the revolution iu 
menaces, pm U''dai ly in relation o racial proliltms 1 *•* 1S . 'Udvmg 
, rr i,|) will for’ I the m am  .,u Italians with l" '1 s‘ ns ol

oilier rat es. ineludin.',l<‘ ' r- 'A ll this,’ he said, V  ill inert-..-,.’ the. hatred 
ofioi earners lor Italy. 1 mod. 1 " ill do anything 1 ■ an m s' ‘.rr ndm 1 ms 
with Fran, e aiut England -nothing can conic horn that urn te n  crpt 

pourriture.'
W c have 1 ( fused au invitation fi 'in Koumania Vo a conf rone.,

relating to the Danube, from which !h rmfttoy i* luded. ‘ I will not
1 l i l i c v ,  " h r ' . figtn.



\  . C I A N O ’ S DI ARY I
\ v \ ^ v y ’' , / k y  A i

'W yW ydt7 even go to the technical conference,’ declared the Duce. ‘M y conduct 
towards (Germany must be so correct as to give me the right to call them 
“ bereter” ,1 if the occasion ever irises.’

The Hungarians have met with a refusal our request that they should 
leave Geneva.

J u i .y  18. The whole chi) was spent on the Hungarians. I had a first 
conversation with them at the Palazzo Ghigi. As I fores r.v, K a m a  
made his tirade against the Yugoslavs, whom, with the old Ballplat'/ 
nientality. In insists on calling Serbs. He would like us to get wrong 
vith Belgrade., and i; asking lot a kind of military guarantee in Un- 

event of attack be Yugoslavia. Not a hope. We have not the slightest 
intention of impairing our good relations with Stoyadinovich in order 
to procure a success for (he more or lew democratic government of 
Mr. lrnredy. Yugoslavia would automatically rush t i the arms of 
Franc-, and the politico-military advantages which the Axis has won 
in the Danubian basin and the Balkans would he at an end. We ma 
perhaps blow the Belgrade Proto, >ls s!.\ high by occupying Albania.
But in that case there will be a positive advantage. I or the sake of 
hoisting the Italian flag over this country which I -longs to us, it is 
worth lacing even a crisis ol :hat kind. But certainly not now, to assist 
the political game of these arrogant and petulant Hungarians.

1 hen diere was a conversation at the Palazzo Venezia, with the 
Duce. Minute made. They sang more or less the same tune. But there 
was tv - change to be got from the I luce < it her Kauya, w ho is far from 
pie iv d. said to me in the evening: i fun art s misfortune is that Giano 
and Goring arc in love with Stoyttflinov i< h.

J1 i.y it). At the sea, win tc I read to Kauya, s<> lat as it Concerns 
him, the Minute ol my Venice conversations with Nmyadino, 1 -h )|c 
had to admit tltai Stoyadinovich was quite explicit in ruling out an 
attack on Jl uigafy, so long as Hungary does not take the initiative in 
.m-inflii t wait Prague but follow r in the u a k e 'i  Germany.

We talked .d it Austria. He told me that Si hmidt no h o.. r ha\ 
a I'olitiial p in  mil is m 1 kiri;-. -200,uoo mark:, a y-u '. I rcniitul 

■ "in conversation in Bud ip’-st, when I T< hr.ml to negotiate with 
Guido Beliinidi, because J regarded hint as a traitor. Schuri hnigg t)a 
Hungarians loo would like to do : uuethuig to get *5|in out of the yrtso, 
in u hi ell he is virtually to mu. .1 j nt.lu* r ! my 1<' Kibbrntiofi
and the m< ici e rt suits ii arliii veil. ‘ j lie G '’i'mans b.iv itituiy c|iialii i ,-1,’ 
sun1 K tnya, ‘but ihey in- alwa> , destuuie ol political tat t

J- 1 :to. I .ilked about Hungary' with tb- Uu<' lb' faith in die 
country sluiui has been much ah,,! n siner- be made iln acquaintum .■ 
ol liiiredy. l ie  th v  hv •; iiiiu as a ma . 1 Bogus < ueigy- that is to say,

1 «.«*. fvrrain (iimiiois1.

• c0|>\
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a dangerous man and typical o f the kind o f ruler produced by a inori- 
laund regime. His verdict on K an ya is also severe: an old Hapsbnrg 
relic. O nly a frankly nationalist party will be able to come to grips 
with H ungary’s serious problems— the agrarian question, anti-Semitism, 
treaty revision. The visit lu Rome has completely fizzled out. The 
attempt to disturb Yugoslav-!talian relations was a failure, hast night, 
while we were v. ailing at the Baths of Caracalla, the D ucc authorized 
me to wait until I meet Stoyadinovich, belore making the requests we 
have agreed upon. This is a good idea. M ade through diplomatic 
channels, the dt’wunhf would have taken on a disagreeably inquisitorial 
Chaiac.li r. The Ducc was very proud to display the splendid spectacle 
at the Baths. He took a personal interest in arranging the details, even 
fixing the prices of the seats. He want d them to hr very cheap for the 
common people— two lire. A t the end of the perform, nee lie said to me, 
indicating • mredy: V man wit cannot make a better response than 
that to the applause o f the people is not a leader.’

Portugal has recognized the Fiophe.
The advance ha ■ been resumed in Spain.

J u 1. y  2 r. A telegram from Berti announces that the new attack on 
the Red defensive positions along lie River Palancia will begin at 
4 p.111. to-day. Once v.c through this line we should be able to 
march on Valencia. The Spaniards have put another division under 
our command, in addition to ihe Arrows. A  good sign.

1 he Ducc is annoyed bout Captain W iedem ann's1 futile Visit to 
London, li  is probably just another case of preshysteria. Ilut it ought 
to have b cn avoided. We ate sti'l almost completely in the dark, and 
th Au v.artiges Am! m ay \v< it be. in the same position. ‘1 should like 
to sec llu* Cicrman com ic c , . ml the Dui e. ’ it I t.. ■ k ii into iny In cd 
to send behttstiani to ce < Jeorgrs Bonnet.’

'Ihe .. isi ol the British King md Queen to Paris is not so fur . 
political rc-ulf g.>, exo dint, th ii.odcst toiecuits made for it. it lias 
taken on a den h i.die character- something quite, different from the 
liilire r ’s visit to halv. Ihe French pres'- gives more space to the 
interminable menus of tin banquets offered by the Popular f  ront than 
to anything else. On y  ir. : i . vim tn Fratwr. Tin King, like ev eryone 
else will corn away with this slogan in his mind. \tul it may n it 
, 1, , u r  to him to think th it when . p e o p l e  cats its well as all that, it is 
incvii ibis less keen <»n dying

j y ,  v -27. The offensive hi Sj ain continues with pretty favourable
pro- p< 11 ‘ tut 1 c -iistance is slid stiil

(.onvets,a 1 ion with Gunmen As usual, h is pessimism Very ami-
t ,erin n. l ie  is a h -> worried about the im id  question, which In think:

1 Frn- Wu-donai'u. Hitler' s personal s. ;iutant.



■ p

I* l j CIA n o ' s DIARY V x  I
v. ill have dam aging repercussions in tire economic and financial 
sphere.

J u l y  23. W e are held up in Spain for the moment. Resistance is 
tenacious. G am bara inland:; to make a strategic manoeuvre.

At A lessiV  request I am interesting my sell in the change of owner­
ship of the Piccolo. T h e M a y e r s - -Jews--want to get rid of it.

Nothing else worthy o f note.
T h e Dur.c is in Romagna.

J u i y  .■ p T o  Abetunc. Then to Leghorn, where the Federate told rue 
that there is much sym pathy for the anticipated anli-Jcwish measures. 
Hut the problem does not appear to be as serious in Leghorn as it once 
was. The Jews were the leaders of anti-Fascisrn and have been 
liquidated t«.j ■ tlier with it.

J u l y  In Spain the Reds have crossed the hbro m two point,. 
I don’ t believe their Tensive strength is any greater than it was in 
other similai attempts. But it is disagreeable that the Whites should 
have allowed themselves to he smptised, with the first immediate result 
that our offensive on Valencia has been checked.

I.,oid Perth cam e to ask for lenient treatment of the journalist 
Crem ona,- who lias been expelled. The. reason for his expulsion was 
that Crem ona, in conversation wuh oth< r j.nirnalbts, said that Mu ,;o-
lini cannot pr ss his anti-Semitic .........................far, because in the pan
hr received m oney from the Jew? and even from a Jewess, the Sa. l . ti. 
Inde iui . Perth asked to have another conversation with me 
to-morrow, 1 think to discuss the Czechoslovak; m probltm.

Dindina ha« had an operation on her < <t lot otitis. She did not 
sutler at all. Hut I felt so sorry for h o  mder the aninthcti, lh cn  

sudd' nly she seas all right

| uI.Y  a»». A •. cond conversation with P> rth. Minute made, though 

then- was nothing important.
In Spain the • filiation is on the way 10 being 1<<" u l ,d "ti the hbro 

front.
Commotion u\er Stai n r ,  < >mmuniqutl actually vniten by 11, • 

I>"c ' in tbi Jew i:ih qu< stion.

| U 1 v iVntliiue \ a t ' iy ,1 note

J u t . .  v8. Site e the shorthand icport "  a speech -f Cham berlain., 
did not inak" ii rldti vdiether he regard ’he rv.u-uAtio 1 ot the \ olun- 
(a id  hum Kpjiin ;\s not only *\ upcc : «ry, l>ut 2 1 ,l u“ 1, 11 u[ t-oi»<lition 
fur ih implementation o f the Paci , 1 have given 1 " il  a ota, m nous to 

im pair precisely into the Prim' M o 1,1 '■ " ll‘ 11111 "
* P inn Mrs i. editor of  tin I re me Pftpi
J I 1. i  . i t  (  ; i " i i , i n . i ,  !• 11m i  ............... i p u n r i i  " ,  " l  1 *'  1 ̂  ' '  ' ‘ 1 “ ..................... '
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N'^'_E>Gaml>ara has sent a nervous dispatch It i:: the pessimistic influence 
of Berti, who would like to come to Italy to discuss . . . politics.
Politics— too often the unhappy mania of soldiers.

J u l y  29. Nothing worthy of note.

J  v l y  30. Following the Pope's speech, violently critical of racialism,
T summoned the Nuncio and gave him a warning— if the Vatican 
continues on this path, a clash is inevitable because ince the conquest 
o f the Empire the Duce regards the racial question as fundamental. It 
is the lack racial preparedness of the Italian: which caused the 
Ainhara insurrection. 1 spoke quite plainly 10 Borgongiui, explaining 
die premise and the aims of our racial policy. He seemed pretty 
i onvinc' d, and I m ay add that he showed himself personally vet - anti- 
Semitic. l ie  mil confer with the Holy Father to-morrow. I think it is 
right to take steps to avoid a crisis, but if the Church w ants re, we 
shall not be the losers.

Thi news from Spain is pretty tatie. We arc waiting for Iteili to 
arrive here.

Ju l y  31. Ill with tonsillitis. I am to stay in bod until August 7.

A u g u s t  8. Back at work. Cencral Berii gave me an account of the 
condition of our troop.-. Curiously enough, lie is for one e less pe oimisiic 
than usual. He is full o f piaise for the heroism ol the legionaries. He 
thinks, however, that unless ec decide to send further reinforcements 
on a large scale, we shall have to evacuate the infantry, e v n  jf it means 
unilateral action. He is waiting lot a decision.

I lie Duct is ter) worked up about the racial question and very 
angry with ( lad >lic At t: n. l ie  has ordered that all Jews an to be 
stcutk nil our diplomatic list. 1 am to begin by recalling them to 
Rome, f  attacked tie Pope lolentb ‘ I do not linden innate his 
strength,’ lit said, ‘bin he 11110. n, ■ umleiestimate mint cither to p  
.lamid have tu . ;ht liim. A 1 ign Irom me would lie enough to uule.i .li 
iiU il|, •nli-cliT' t.’ isni • the It: !At11 pi >ple, whieli i n -  iouie' it hard 
work to swallow a [ewi» > Cod.' He repeated his theory abm the 
paeani/ation of Christ' mity • hvoiigh Catholicism. *Tha is tli** reason 
why l nn boilt Catholic and anti-Christian.’ lit 'fused to rc«rive 
(It,, h, who was left crestfallen in the ante w orn,

I received die Nuncio. S\ • diseti,scd die q..< non o' t iitholic Action.
C  l o r  the <•< 11 problem, tic  Pop< now that lie iniflnstand.; what 

it: is 1 rally about, shows signs oi disarming.
I he Japanese Ambassador '"h i me that hi C ovnnniem  intends to 

make » frontiei agreement with Russia, that for this reas their 
counter-ineasma have hitherto i;ecn restrained, but that il the 
1J. s E.R. should iiiten.'' ».V its pto.ocalim i: there might he v > limit to 
tin . msrqucnies I ind; Mtct' out uni lei d. Hiding and s\j quuhy.
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,T 9. I had a  talk with Father Tacchi-Venturi.1 W e agreecT 
about the advisability o f taking steps to avoid a conflict between the 
Holy See and Fascism. There is no real issue to fight about. The 
friction with Catholic Action is unimportant and may easily be kept 
within bounds, if there is goodwill on both side,. Tacchi-Vcnturi 
distrusts Starace 'I f  a man has once been a mason,’ he said, ‘he is 
a mason fi r the rest o f bis life.’

] received Blondel, who brought nn- a vague expression of France’s 
goodwill ui arrive at an understanding. Apart from that we talked 
about routine administrative questions.

A u g u s t  to. I discussed with the Duce the draft reply which Franco 
has prepared for the Non-Intervention Committee. Although many 
tim e in it d< n’ t scent perfect, we decided not to raise objections, 
particular!. as the O rm a n s are in fundamental agreement and Franco 
is in a hurry to reply.

\t the sea I saw the Ambassador of the U .S.S.R ., who came to talk 
o me about the commercial pourf arkrs, which are not making progress.

I gave hfeft 4n appointment for to-morrow evening. T took him to task 
about an article full o f petsonal insults, which has appeared in the 
7.wnutl dt Moicou. I asked him whether he was the author and said 
dnt r he v as using his imagination, he might have done better.
He was very embarrassed, but denied that he had Written it. Then,
to extricate himself from a tricky p mtum, he ..... . I promise I shall
write arainM you when I am no longer \mhu sad, r. T o  which 1 
„  ohed: ‘ When you an no longer Ambesmtlot, I promts, shall never 
w rite a word about you again.’ J he Russ.an Counsellor, who is
intelligent, saw thru Miatl scored a hit.

ja. miorit n ported to me on the situation in Albania ni l the p r o ,,, o 
ofiour pt- patattons. All is going very well. ( be alarms about „,m  meat 
Italian u li' ti have died d 'w n s i w '
Serei'd.

\ tio ti j 1 ,„l lu u rM iliu u  . Attachf in C .erce  to keep « close
v at, h on military preparations in the direction of >'.«■ A banian houncr.
| ...........vnnt the Greeks to be prepared, with the poMibllity of an ugly
iib tkbit wIhti ’,v? 11(f »1 j ; hruiia. 1 raa-v ' 'K V 1 lvll‘^
,.| one plans. 1 know thus are setting up •' i|llw y 111 ' L  .Tanmu 

L district. i , .1
Con et lation v'-iih the Russian Aml'tassadoi a > >ti ■ ■ '■  m nuf 

riete/tiatious, t hit h have reached a deadlock ovt t < 1 mnurm n quai - 
, , . i in then den .anIs lor aircraft11tics requested its u: bclor * v\e , 1 ■ g l ( '

supplies,
. . .  , . i,r .I i., i l r  ( .oiiM.rrir:ili(in tif R un l l (

' b.thrr I irtro I nceluA en.-r Jr"" , ol
p l a yr l  1 trj<~ p.iri in i .k ii* y naiiuu " "  1 1,0
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1 and lacomoni showed me the plans for the Sporting C lub ^  
e in Tirana, which I approved in principle. I want to create an 

absolutely first-class Italian centre, which will consolidate our nationals 
and gather foreigners and Albanians round us. It will be opened at 
Christmas.

A u g u s t  12. Berti was with the Duce. He had a talk with him 
during my illness, in which he explained the situation. To-day '' was 
a question of tyin ; up the loose ends. By way of a most lucid exposition 
and some ngo.ous logic the Duce arrived ai the Ibllowing conclusion. 
There must be plain speaking with Franco and we must find out what 
his intentions are. I f  he is really prepared to renounce the assistance of 
the foreign volunteers, then, without -obliging us to submit to the 
humiliating formalities required by the ‘Non-Intervention’ Committee, 
he must send away our infantry with every honour. It, 011 the other 
hand, he is till anxious to have us, then, in view ol tin lact that with 
our present forces operations are impossible and the further fact that 
we are not disposed to remain in Spain as spectators, we shall s< nd
10,000 men as replacements. If, lastly, a crisis occurs in the Non- 
Intervention’ Committee and 1 ranee reopens the frontier, we can send 
one or more divisions to bring the war to a rapid end. Berti will ee 
Franco and give us a reply before the sot It.

Report from Piccio on the state of feeling in France. M uch anxiety.
A Minister in olficc lias told him that in the e v  nt of conflict with the 
Vs is the deleat o f Fr.inci is already regarded as inevitable bv the 
French leaders.

C ave Fransoni* instructions for his mission to Prague.

A u g u s t  r j .  Nothing worthy o' note

A u o u l: l i.p ’ o \ s nice by air.

A nous 1 if,. \ t Venice, wit!, the family.
A d j u s t  16 Back to Rome by air. A good llight. Nothing very 

im',,,,, at ll.. cilice. The I V ,- ,  as alway: is calm. He talked about 
lid  bo’s visit ft' Germany and the war in Spain. As Balbo seems to be 
worrying about th< hidden reasons for his mission, the Duce authorized
oie 1.1 tell him tint h< wanted to have him >s the most competent 
* which .. not true', he ' unediately added observer ol Cermnu air 
power now that things are moving towards a showdown. Ball... was 
delightcl when 1 told him 'his. In an. cu,e he was enchanted wit ' 
visit, the G cr nans, 'heir .n ■ ' planes, everything. Now l!i;"  >1IS 
h. been ilatteicd, he talks like the most convinced suppo'tcr >> the 
A;, is. I ; \tliei one thin..*. llis accoun t--the G um art ;nr l")'<‘e ls
V. ,-y ,wcrliil and technically much more advanced than ours.

1 , |iftli.i,i 0: hiteet. A mewl of Site Mu*..'uni family
. ■ I'r-n. . ui. wcvnily ippointed tt. limi MinMu a



It was a lone; conversation with Balbo, Still in a state of ctiphory 
from his journey, he had abandoned his attitude of criticizing' every­
thing and everybody, except where Aosta, and the Empii e was con­
cerned. Balbo is just a great troy, spoilt, restless, lively, ignorant, and 
at times potentially tiresome, .slot, ! think, dangerous, because he has 
no means o f being dangerous.

I ■ eceived the Polish Ambassador. He brought me a message (nun 
lieek about Geneva, a mes-.-ge without any importance except as a 
proof .>f the Polish desire to keep their contacts with us alive.

A n e  t'S’i 17. I described iny conversation with Balbo to the Duce.
I confirmed that he is not aware of the manoeuvre but ir actually 
delighted v. ith what he regards as a success. Mussolini replied: ‘O ne is 
always happy when one does not understand.’

1 advised the Dure to h.n e an important street in Rome named after 
d ’Annunzio, instead o f an avenue on the Pincio, which is what the 
Governor has done. I f Rom e can honour so many more or less negli­
gible dead men with a main street, that vunderfill Italian, Gabriele 
d'Annunzio, deserve? something more.

At the :;ca I introduced Balbo to the Russian Counsellor. Balbo, 
who ad res talking, started a more >.r less futile discussion. ‘Balbo is 
sympathetic and ah' intelligent,’ said Holland aftetwards. ‘But 1 am 
convinced that all this talk abt m  anti-Mussolini aspirations is nonsense, 
Balbo doc.,n’t omc up to Mussolini’s waist

A n n  sr  ift, hidling important, except that the Duce flew to 
P in rllcpa. Tu die present situation o f extreme tension this will make 
a gn it noise in the world. Ih telephoned it t when lu. got back, l it  
is ■ . U.hu i.1st it about tie noli'at \ pi eparaliotis. il the island, which hi . .
I cached a very high degree o' i ll n  ney.

At the :,c . tin English Charge d ’A tlaec. 1 asked me ay tin, formally, 
w hc'lier or no it i true that .*<: have giver, arm , to Franco recently.
. in- n.ibly, I reset ,ed up, rply.

At o n  1 1 i f 11 f lJuee and 1 "tiled tin- reply to h r  given to the
I , n dish. A , i\r have 1 . i xjieditionaiy lor in Spain, a” t in . force i,
li tail .. .if 11. • v.a a,. .,f m uriuoii.' pro, teds ., die saim 1 o v a 1,. , r 
laslci th it. lli a t f 1! 1 urn a ud is v >’ 1 anuoi xein I inn soldi') ■■ in lu I aid. 
irmed with olive otiiinhes, we have sent wha net rssary to prevem
I'M !.i.-i , • 11 s'i;ti'ted b', 1 i a r n  i m-.itiny - as tb*' I' "'''i h • .e|l

'■ u - *‘ 1 large juau'iii. over the P 1 fiie.ts. I his is "  hat •>« to :.;tv
II S11 N'ir| Cli ii leg lo-morrow T h e 1 ats, |urur' • of i.his 11 plv are rot
1 h 11| -t||| , ,  I '.1 r| ir 111 11 I " f ran, f, 1 alle I■ ' the N' .i-1 III 11 vn
tii.io' < 'ii'iuiuttee vv'l also: rise a little rommoi imi

i an . 1,■ 1 ’ liarlrn, < 01 ur ■ !!'•! .u ih ■ lidat. I m b'" • m fi'iuie 1 , n- i A’ .iii. ■.
II. 1 In ilw ,.1 , 1 l nj 1 ••! . h. Hii(!i t ..'mu :r irm> i n. 1 inly " 1, 1

\i( I I  )V , l O T
p ' j  X f c  J f x j .  O I A N O ' S  D I A R Y  \ V  I
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A..cording to a report from the Assistant M ilitary Attache' in Berlin, 
German officers regard action in Czechoslovakia as inevitable and 
imminent — end of September. Everything is said to be ready down to 
tin last detail. Tin: air force is to play the principal role. Through 
political channels not a word has been said to us yet. W e ought 
therefore u> stick to the position as it was in M ay, when we wet e mured 
that a recourse to three could be ailed out, at least for some years.

• '• flit '-  vo. I spoke to Sir Noel Charles in the form anticipated.
M inute made o! the conversation. He personally did not boggle at our 
reply, but 1 doubt whether its reception in London will be as friendly... .

I gave At tub o w ilten instructions to see Ribbentrop and ask for 
precise information on what the Government o f the R eich intends to 
do in G/.cchodovakia, with the objec t o f ‘enabling us to take measures 
m time on our .vrsicru frontier’. This communication will have 1 
considerable elicit on tile Germans, as it demolish ales just hove far 
we are prepared to • ■ •». Actually the news from Beilin suggests mon 
and more ilia! (lie n isi' f  the Czech question A at hand. W ill the 
conflict be localized or will France set file to the pnv.oci barrel.’ In 
that eventuality there is no alternative for us but to fall in beside 
Germ any immediately, with all our resources. The Dure is derided 
on action. Hence the need to know tilings completely and m time.

A i  o o s  1 21. Bi rd ’s account o f his ■ onversation with Franco has 
•trrivt d. t'Y.mcu turns down the id> that we should send new divisions 

-ihc ttie's 1 he will accept i- that we send 10,000 n  plarcm i ts to main- 
, tain mi" present, forces in slate ol efficiency. In these ctrciimstatKes 

the Duce, alter .1 long u ha. com e round to die idea o f
fed icing i.'iihei than m< Teasing our !• <rei ‘ in Spain. I’hr Litn-rio ud 
M an h 13 division: would ! e coneenda ted into a single division, the 
rest belw*'r; !f ! uni fifteen thousand men. mid lie repatriated, thru 
1 cjiati 1 at ion to be n ee .tinted with t he English. v\ Soul we could < onlront 
\ eh  tf< ilih min 1 old it he* iu pk mentiug tie :i,o C' mints ol A) ' 1 0 if 
.111, ,.ine ihem to 1..[v-.c If iliey choose the latter 'Iteruative, out path 
is etc r tin a iiiilii tf ill< m< c. « oh Germ any

It arms to me an ' x c l f  nt plan. A bove all it serves to set in motion 
1 ,. 1 ,1  j,, . . , r u hu h has bi’en staltoo.ap lor loo long, and to e.stiii ,i h 

n Irom , n uii]<’> lit impasse, f a n e o ,  I think, will lie sah.ilicd wuh 
a solution o f tli land. And tin- ( ierinau ., it seems to me, ■ antiot help 
bln appro' e .

In the a.In.i,non 1 went to Venice.

A e . . 1 ;•• -1 ■ > If, |)uee has h i.' isel cl,..|.., 1 ;■  1 i f .mo1 1.a lot Bet 11 >111
tl ■" In, .. i dial na citied ye tenia . V; n usual on • ..m o n  ol 
♦‘Kcepti nj.il iinpoi (:uii < I1" ha-> >rd< r-’d m< to givt a cop ol llu

■ t'd.-gram a, the Ring 
11
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Jt seems that the Pope m ade another disagreeable speech yesterday 
about exaggerated nationalism and racial ideology. The Duce has 
summoned Father Tacchi-Venturi for this evening and proposes to 
deliver an ultimatum to him. ‘Contrary to what is believed,’ lie said 
to me, ‘ I am a patient man. But I must not he made to lose my 
patience, or I react by making a desert. 11 the Pope, continues to talk,
I will tickle up the Italians and in less than no time 1 vil 1 turn them 
into anti-clericals again. T h e men in the Vatican are insensible, 
mommificcl. There is a slump in religious beliel— uo one believes in 
a Cod who bothers about our petty troubles. I should despise a God 
who bothered about the personal a lla ir  ol the policeman standing ;.i 
the corner of h>- Curs , '

Nevertheless, i,. would be ,t go id thing if  this friction came to an end.
In the present difficult international situation a conflict with the 
Church would help nobody f have alw ay acted on this principle 
with Borgongini.

Buflarini came to talk to me about his quarrel with Staracc. He feds 
that he is suspected and is uncas.> Starace really doe:; distrust hint. I 
shall lr> to brim; them together— this is not the moment to annoy the 
Duce with palat e squabbles.

A ug us i 23. Nothing worthy of note.

\ 11 g us 1 24. Some reports from Barzini* have made th« Duce 
worried about the situation in Spain He used - iolent language about 
1 rando, for letting the victory slip when he already has it in his grasp. 
The D m e believes that a return to the offensive, and to victory by the 
Reds is not irnpovsi -le. He is indignant with the trench press- ■ 
libellous rag, Aux Kiouh-. has published ph otic  reports about an 
imaginary liver disease o f hit I'liis Europe h< aid to me, i destined
to perish hn ausc it Stlih rs from a mortal ton upum i it tells lies.

•| he hews from Bled* is good— parity o f an 1 s for Hungary is 
in itself a n .table improvement. 11 K lin>‘* <l,“ ' ' “ :‘l * ^hnscll be
g o  .■ erne' I as lie usually does, by his a b s u r d  ! ' 1 , J" l lU<s against the 
Roumanians arid the Serbs, there • a char j* ' ’ • < «>' being
reached about minorities too. In any ease l,lf ■ 1 * ,1' ' in i '," has
marked a new phase in the crum bling o f the l.itdr Bntenle ( m h o -  
ln\ al: ia is isolated. I he lo .iu h  ■ •Stem of h -midships is completely 

upset.
I said good-bye to Admiral somigU, « ho is 3,u,r^  ,,<r wilh 

cm i' . 1 « ri 1 vo -,r murid the world. 1 1 * * Uhn it in iht .,en<*iaj
situa.il n and, a f had ahead/ i vplained to Caw w h.ni I adder) that

tt i ..1 i Po/mn <4 ilaliii tvi Si’.itii
I .**i|/i M *i , h i . rf-ntur. i n n  i it U ’l 'ii's; •’lift'*.. ,u  * . . | , i  , . ,

•A ll!.,! Ill SI, .Vrl.ijl, , ' . V am1 ll.e suit* ; J llie t.Ulle dntcnlr II
jHgnrtl nil ' Mtirnt hy vdijf 1 Hu h-..iV ; ok"1 i** ) *1' i.(! °  l ' ‘ "‘(iLJy.ft!
min tin lo'M i m o i l t h  t' i 'T 11*01
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hfe mission o f peace may, in the event of a general conflict, be trans­
formed into a task of war. With great composure lie described h is plan 
for that eventuality— piracy anti a high price lor his skin. Somigli is 
a man who will keep his word.

A u g u s t  25. Villani came to see me on his return from a holiday.
He is pleased with the results o f Bled. He confirmed that pacts with 
Roumania and Yugoslavia about the minorities are now ready, but arc 
being held up because of Czechoslovakia. He had to admit that I was 
right when 1 told him in March 1937, on my return from Belgrade, 
that I had put a charge of dynamite under the Little Entente. W e also 
talked about the possibility o f war in the near future. In Budapest too 
nothing precise is known about the intentions o f Germany. They 
believe, however, as we do, that, whatever the solution turns out to 
be the crisis will probably be precipitated soon after tin departure 
o f Runcim an1 from Prague.

1 have sent a telegram o f congratulations to Stoyadinovioh and 
another to K anya, partly to underline the part we have played in 
the affair.

•Suvieh, on the subject o f Am erica, repeals what we more or less 
know alre idy. He adds, however, that, in his opinion, in the event 1 
1 war America will enter the struggle earlier than is generally believed.

A u g u s t  Hi Attolico has spoken to Ribbcntrop in the •••ns, of my 
instructions o f the 20th. I V  reply is not altogether clear. 1 here is 
a great desire for action and everything is now ready or very nearly 
- -  but the final decision does not seem to have been made y« t

The ]Juce is indignant with fran co  for the ‘set• tie optimisin' with 
whi< it he conducts the war. Set cue optimists,' he said lind themselves 
undo a tta in  ts soon as they lcav< home in tin morning,’

Uoi .origitii-JJhu a ...une, by order of the Pope, to talk to me about the 
annouti. ement which is to pot an n u l, for the present at Ic.e.t, to the 
Iitclion hciv.crn tin Patty and Catholic Action. 1 prodded him »nd 
he let hii . Hi g "  on il* ’ subject pi the Pope.. Jle rav: he has a thoroughly 
bad ciiai icte..... mho' it m an and almost insolent. Everybody fi­
lled ol him in the Vatican. Borgon im hintsell oemhles when he has 
t o  etitc 1 f is 11. .lines:, 3 loom  I) M e a t s  < vet \ body wit . iiTouaoi 
even the mow illusiO"0 eardinals. ’AhenCard111.il Pneelli, lot -nst nice,
g. 11 s to 1 ..-poll, be lias to write lown all Ins ;n 1 met ion." al d.e Popes 
cli> tatio* 1. ilia; any little secretary. T in  Pop< 1 health is now good again 
He eat-, l • 11 • i i e; i a f  oot 1 >.ita. .1 eo> A 111 hud. * h d 1 ml. ■ .a htttiled 
a mi ,11 n 1 ol red w 11 fe . H c t a... s a e • n n i . i e j  t . >1 . 1 is 1111 he e, .11 den. 111
spu, "! in eighty-tv 1 years he cuniinui s to govern the Church e\,m in

1 1 ; |tm .....  ■ ui j Prague froni . gust 3 1 ■ Septeoibn tfi, ns an unotlicinl 1
pjrwdiiti the ( nmeiit «id the Sudeten Wonniv.



smallest details. ‘ I shall govern until there is a Conclave,’ he is 
anvays saying

1 had a visit from a lunatic called Hilda dc Toledano. W ith a great 
air o f mystery she declared that hr was the King of Portugal and 
offered to include her kingdom in tht Roman F.mpirc.

At o u s t  Conversation with Charles, in consequence o f  the 
expulsion of Mrs. Bastienillc, of the Daily Ttltgraph. 1 was able to get 
the .vein cancelled -her ollcncc war. in anv case, vertiai.

Nothiin1; else worthy of note.
A u o u s i  .ft. Asked Belli fur a reply to ihe D u ct’s telegram.
Nothing worth', o f note.

Vv c.tist r'i, I'li.* Duee is ngriei than ever with Franco lor his 
(I ibby conduct o f the war. I h it. alt .nd there may lie some verv serious 
surprises. T u t  on record in your book,’ he said to me, ‘that lo-d.<y, 
August uu I prophecy the defeat of Franco. Either the man doesn’t 
know hove to n ike war or he doesn’t v ant to. I In* Reds are fighters 

I — Franco is not.’
U ur Anib.t .;udo: Rosso rcaflii nis iris conviction that, in the event ot 

a ( Vech-f ierucut conflict, the Soviets will coniine them dvrs to assis- 
t tu e iti the a o' and will not ma !c  a tot I intt rv cut am. I he smite thing 
Wus intimated to  m e yesterday, in veiled ter m , by Helfimd.

I he C/et It i,ui*stioti in more burning than ever. I he Duee anticipates 
.hat the Herman , will make the Sudeu-ns act and an insurrection will 
bte. k out inside the country, if Benei reacts violently, „  wjjj p, 
possible for H tilrr to bring oil an intervention which will have a 
pl.ur.iblc justilu atin.i in the cy- s o f the world It will V  difficult lot
1 rauct t o i l ' ' ' '  She ts not tea ;1 y lor war of my 1" d, ■ .ill 1 |,,, ,Hl
i ,!it("..si\e win Ifie English will do everything to ivei i ,i londiet,

whieh they ft ;)- more than anv tin r country in the world,
A t;o  n s r  ;p». The A t n e i t r  W b assad oi, who was io have lelt on , 

Thursday, lias had i,. postpone his leave H e is v u y  worried ahout the 
ilutriion a n d  asked me wlmt our attitude is. 1 put mi the usual iv< cud, 

pro-Cit • i" ii- and a (. Czech- the? vvh<>lf respnn ‘ ’'hty inu.11 l. hornc 
I , P. igur ] in n. tarn asked what America will do. f •«. repm-d that 
■ i ; . the most i inor -onai . mii.ti y m the world. *1 ‘s 1 u ’*‘ ,rc dilh. ,'lt |i
muki m y  pi phec y Ai the moment the United states are pa- ilist, lint 
sf i1 ii .'on! ui ifii * ,ini's.- o f ii • w >i may a '1, ’ th'*. situation b om -ru>
liolti to another

I he Du e ha given on.fi us to cancel I hr round Hie-world voyage of 
the *;ih Divi* ion. I Iris is not the m omeiU to s<;,ltl 1 nlr l,,(; 11. jM)
announce i to nu a pi j.-*' hr has for turning Nhgiut tiiiia1 Into a 
enure 'on ,,,i m in  mu...mil.J. wry l i e s  tvs dir. country has important

1 Mi, :.i, .ii tli lien finiuili.,11 periii'tl *>1 1 111,1 ‘ 1 U'h
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'\!-v~^$kiral resources, whicli the Jews could exploit. Am ong others there is 
the shark fishery, ‘which lias the great advantage that, to begin with, 
many Jews would get eaten-. l i e  is anxious for more thorough know ­
ledge o f the Fuhrer’s intentions and program m e for the Czech crisis.
I have written a letter in inv own hand to A ttolico for this purpose.

T h e English Charge d ’Allaires retm tied to the question of the new v» 
supplies,of aircraft sent by us to Franco. J replied rather dryly , more u- 
less in the terms of m y reply of August 20 to a similar question

A c t  " s r  31. 1 accompanied M ali to the D uce. FIis exposition of 
the .'iituatioi! in Spain, m ade at the behest o f Am bassador V iola, i 
oretty pessimistic . We ought not to be surprised if  in the course o f the 
next month ■ r two things take a torn for the worse lor Franco. 1'he 
t.oumr; is full ol distrust and sc.epticisiil, the troops arc wears, the other 
general are tc-.ti\ e. T he reputations ,.l (ague and \ igon arc increasing, 
in I..uionali: t circles, while Franco’s star does not shine as ! .rightly as 
it once did. T h e  Reds 'lave recovered the initiative on almost all 
sectors o f the front I won considerable successes. I lie. action o f the 
crossing ol the Ebro ha: raised their morale and lowered that ol the 
Nationalists, who in their initial disorderly flight got its lat as 

Saragossa. I he Italians too are tired. V iola proposes that n<>i one, 
but hi,th out divisions should be withdrawn from Spain, leaving md 
post ibly 11 iitibrcing our aii icece, tanks, and artillery. G un' .a a will 
In here to-morrow with Berti’s proposals. ' \ e  are uniting for them 
toil then wc. shall decide.

J lit Rouina.naii Minister has asked for the adherence ot l la h  to the 
Danube ug.eta• tent l ie  .aid  to me that mulct no circumstances will 
Koun ait ■ a llow  ]<e- aan troops to pass through her ten itory, without 
hr. 1 fit:I• • i 1 wi t h el) hei rcNouri >•

.si ’ 11.u ■ 1 it 1. Cott tcil o f Ministers. Mc.i.mrc against lovei yt (<•"'*
1 evident ill Italy

I lew to Venn <•

S i . r i i  mi  n ! I lew b;(i‘ k in the m orning. T h e  U ucr is disturbed 
by the fact that die O rm a n s  art letting us know a intwi ir thing ol 
tho'i 1 • gi.miM'- v “ ■ rt-gard i C z n  ' , ival.i.i I h. orth- cd me to
I dk t ) lt-;st Ih- v.’i> as to know I inv fm O n tiM io  inteo'ls '•> push 
ihiig and to v'h.u '‘ went and how slit exp ets to be helped by u .,
A 1 ioIk .o’s rep t , Jo ini at the liiotuenl, pi m ele decisive c\ idenee ■ -lie
p e l  SO a i l '  IS m e t  o m  w n n i e l i n i , ;  u m - d . r :  M l  I  "

II a rH'i villi VI of! tliC Ills d fo,' f.lojlcr I >TltlU tv. l ie  s.t\s lie has
l ‘A k  recomm •odnl *c-ii n in this "ease to i , , .  im> llitwr. did not inlitiilnn

I ImnstJI, but lie says tied h> knows iui|K>nnm. things which lie cannot 
1 Jt'v,, j , ,  al v i liout tin- aiiihorizalion >f Ins rh id s D uller seal nfse «, la 

told me th. 1 im O r m a n  mihativ* will In: made belt hi O o o b c t • tint
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'vZ^T,^5<fcfenc(j Hr.es arc not yet ready. He will leave to-morrow morning l'or 
a conference with the Fiihrer--Ribbentrop is far from well informed.

'l he ni-iv Argentine Ambassador paid me his duty visit. He is not 
particularly striking.

Garni’ ra reporter! on the situation in Spain. He will confer with 
the Duce to-morrow. The soldier/ (Belli has not yet spoken to Franco 
in accordance with 'he instructions of August 22) have some idea which 
does not < oincide with those of the 1 luce, but they do not dare to express 
it clearly. fVe shall see to-morrow.

Pl ena”, has sent a telegram about a conversation between Bonnet and 
the German Ambassador in Paris, the terms were quite precise—
Prance, England, and Russia would intervene at once, with American 
support. Will such language have a useful effect on Germany, or has 
Hitler perilaps already gone too far to draw back?

S e p t  .jui r Conference at the Palazzo Venezia with Gamhara, 
who put forward the views of the commanders of the Volunteer Corps 
on the advantages and disadvantages of leaving troops in Spain. The
I Jure s idea of leaving a single division was ruled out as equally < ompro- 
niising and more dangerous. Hither withdraw all the infantry, or send 
reinforcements to strengthen the two present divisions, take over 
command of the Arrows, get tin Spaniards to give us two divisions, 
and attack Barcelona with this combined force The Duce ruled out 
thi-j proposal and agreed to th< total withdrawal of the infantry. He 
drafted a telegram for Btrti, with order.; to < ommunicate it to Franco.
II Franco agrees ,  goo.!. If not, we shall hud another solution, hut the 
Du. c will blip.. .- his own conditions about h ■ method of conducting 
the vat .  Th Duce is convinced that Franco has lost his best chances 
of bringing the game to a speedy end. Now the situation has changed, 
and time as always is working against the sale whirl, wastes it.

Attoiico lias had a talk with Kibbmtrop. Nothing new. If there is 
pro-,.cation the Germans will ..Hail-. Apparently nothing else has 
hoc 11 dpi i.icd bv the I illircr. It is entirely in our interest not to press 
for further r< plies. It is cleat that the Germ m I not. want to let us 
into tf • g a m e .  J'h..1 lea ., us lit.' roo t 1 tnph >< hhitly ol action in 
any eventuality

According In leports irom Budapest the I lungarian • ■ 111it . s li.i ,cr 
a . 1.1 -.I .1 /liable mid imminent- Kan. oi> the iet hand rcgai.is
it in- vi.able hut riot '.u p.a ; nt ■ next s| < 1

S kp  . 1 Mitt i ' 4 I'll. I lure was . 'Ty tvot'kctl 11 1 abot t ilu fc<>:. J-J<i
hinted at ti.e iM.res wlii* '• he ' it. nils t< ''/’t the 111 x' * "and ( oimcil to 
adopt, and whi.h will, taken together, . o u t ’ p " di< f.hatter of the 
Race. Acln dlv the ( ilmri. 1 has alretul; l»een dr.r. n tip h> the hand 
of the 1 luce. The G uid Council will do no than sanction it with j$
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beratioe.s. As lor the Jewish concentration colony the Duce 
talks now not ol' M igiurtinia, but of Jubaland, which oilers better 
conditions for life and work.

The Duce went on to say: ‘ I am familiarizing the Italians with the 
idea that there is something else they can do without -the Vatican. 
M aterially, the contribution which the Vatican make, to us is negli­
g ib le- there is no money coining in from it. In a Rome of eighty or 
a hundred thousand inhabitants it counted for something, in the 
flourishing and industrious Rome which will soon pas : the million and 
a hall mark it has no weight at ad. Pilgrimages are becoming rarer, 
worse attended, and poorer. The fight against these powerful forces, 
as many con/der them to be, serves to give the Italians a backbone. It 
also s c  ces to show that certain mountains an: no more than blisters.

T o  Lucca, for the races.

S i i TEMh'  5. Pi relli1 tells me that there is an oppressive atmo­
sphere in M ilan. The anti-Semitic measures end the demographic 
measure:; have hit too mane people to be popular. Hut the Duce, when 
he believes it to he necessary, has the courage to be unpopular. And 
in the end he tutus out to he right.

Sola, giving his opinion <m the present sit 0,1.1 ion, sa ys that 1 he attit 
o f Roumania is linked with that of Britain. I f  London embarks upon 
u war, Bucharest will follow. In .hat case the Russian troops will have 
an unoppo'.'vl passage through Bessarabia. 11 this is true, many < den­
titions will have to be rnpidlv revised. Kouman > is o f little account as 
1 military force, but he may lie a decisive factor owing to her position

( !ontraf!iet( 1 . it:ports a in Berlin-— Ribln ntrop hints at n resump­
tion 1! negotiations with Prague, while his Under-Secretary tell.
Atlolico that 1 lie crisis will bi 1 c< ipitated about the tfoth. Meanwhile 
we 1 ill have not had a < ten and dta isive statement. VVliyi*

Pa u til was relatin'1, to me a conversation le has had with (lanam , 
the head o' tiic (. ertnan Intelligence Se.rvi e, when l w.r. t"M about 
a </•';.•. relit 1 lath by the t 'cri  h M ilitary \tlach£, ltifottiling us ol the 
mohi l i a '  'U of reservists on the Rhine frontier. He add I t in 1 nothing 
of tli. kind lias been lone oa the Alpine frontier. I tele, 'boned the 
in 1,:, to tie Dene .10 ins. need me to . ,1 rin Berb 1, saying that lie 
tliiiv leaves ns indtl ercul so long M V e <J0 not know the tle« i mns of 
lb '-R eich. ‘This i1-a dirty trick on the part o f France he said. ‘ It will 
have bad consequences.

I’ariani gave me a n port on the condition e>f the arm> reassuring.

Si V 11. wi.f.R ft. Sim « talked to me last night about the internal 
;,iiu;ii A c c o r d i n g  to him the country has been lightly shaken by the 
recent measures. T  am sorry to have to use the word, ht said, ‘but V 

1 M,|k II. 1,-lli, I ditor of the l.ntriiit Mil ''fra.



is an atmosphere reminiscent of Q uartarella.1 T h e Party is s o fc M - J  
,1 in Kood shape. So are the people. The unrest i in the bourgeoisie.’ 
Cavallero8 is optimistic about the military opt- rat urns in the Empire.

He expects to h t  ible to liquidate the last centres o f rebellion before 
( ;hrismn- In the event of a general - .ir, he is not afraid of a larg o  
gcaln , iging 0f  the inhabitants. A t present, w hile our military prepare* 

on an not yet complete, he thinks that offensive action might take 
,h form of an operation with i small radius in the Sudan. In two 

t ns he « xpreis to have tin n-souie.es to occupy Egypt, and he is also 
studying a lurpritk .vt.  nagairut \den, in ordet to deprive the English
.if i his base.

l ie IVinu of Piedmont came up to me at the sea and asked lot 
j ' \v ,  ..f the 'iuialioii. f pave him a report on Czechoslovakia and 
Spain. His attitude i: cry correct and ealm In the course of the
conversation Sf rza-’ was mentioned The Prince is indignant that he 

til) a Senator and has the Collar ol die Annun/.i.ata, ’ We must get 
him out of the Senate,’ he said. ‘Then we < an take away the collar

1 Hr*!,' is back from Herlio with a message front Hitler to the Duce 
We .shall cv it to-morrow. In the. w ay ol concrete new., lion, tin 
Oermun-C/.rrh front them is nothing.

S| , Nnn j-|,i, morning’s press reports seemed optimistic mi
the subject ol Chechoslovakia.'on tht ground. that Prague was likely 
to ..r ept oi neatly accept the Cerm m, d mam Eater m the day,
, , , .... , . i . i iral  reports I f a u  a (. i man source - itho ever, ( l ine /,-re m m' s w p u ' a i .  , .

, was de i bet l y u . m i l h  Londonseems that th, vave t I eiiplun) ;

, i .  II has had two coiilcrem es withI v.rut ' ali I lesse to the 1 m u ■ .
, , , i | , nH-iiioi.in him da t.lted l>> Inn,. [ .,m
he f  iilu'  i and h rend us -a >P. 1111 1 i t ,■ j hi .mi.In a. n is. In "i l l  .nt,.i, I.

nrescrvni.; it mining my doi i mints.
, i i ,  j he irioimnt hi not m a positiontl Czet.hotli akt.i provokes him at U"

W i tix a rtrceiw. prngni tine . . , , ,i, , ,■ . . . i ..Hi d tlie withdrawal >1 ourI i unco, unwillingly ;t '.m il' lias ai P'
. . .  , , 01; ,.u l prop*oiil and miei I,nlant i  s I In-J tin e hns retun.' I to ms oi k, <

. . .  , , l ie  r ,ilr.oil Mint a completetin, ill !| Heft:. I" It VI "IK dills.  >n 111
ev iiimi i< , migh h e re , rdetl a  betrayal l Fran, by us and
on ier: to inttich . tli Ins ■ un. idc till the 'Ch 1 ‘ 1
‘ I I /, . ( 11 | oiini. lull ol woe shout theI I VI ( I"' i| ( I until CiiSli Ib.Ul.O t o ,  on.

, i i i - , . i . l  i«.otried .tbom Mu Mi :lion. in,\ i l u l l d ol iie.l hither i pas.p it1 uiio
i ,,i i.oi , , ii"" oi, p tt 1 '  I'l.ll ..II. .1.1 I 111 .-.Ol-ll IK -II "Ill'll W  *- 1 ' j.,.

A,.r il . ........ .
( , ' .1 If l 1 • I ■ ..I ■ I 1

xuiii j ... r> -"lici.i. s,-,m. ..m;
» < .mi ( :»rlt» Mur'd, f -Jitign MimMrr. «•>*
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\V s9& frji^tca, where he was to have conducted some concerts in the ncatk^-1—i 
T h e D uce is irritated that so numy Italians, among them the 

Princess o f Piedmont, should have gone to Lucerne for the W agner 
concert. But lie withdrawal o f the pas port was the result ol a tele- 
phonic interception, from which it transpired that Toscanini had 
ittacked tin Duct: for his anti-Semitic policy, which he described as 

‘medieval siu if .

S e i *i i:.m b i. r <1 Thanks to the incidents at M oravska Ostrava the 
Czech thip o f state is back in mid-ocean again.

I received the mi. on from M anchukuo at the Palazzo Cliigi. I be 
leader is a timid Chinam an and at hi:; heels are two Japanese, a soldier 
and a civilian, who don’ t even alio" him to breathe without their 
permission. T h e r. :enc was repeated at the Palazzo \ cnezia in the 
presence of the D uct.

Received Blondel. He wanted information «>n our attitude. I 
ex; r< sed mys. If more o r  less in the language o( Injomatione MfttomaHtv 
No. it), which will come out this evening and which has been an uteri 
entirely by the hand o f the Duce. Blondel would like to know what 
are the mutual eommiui nits ol' the Fuhrcr and tlic Dure. I put on an 
air o f mystery. T he truth is that, them is nothing p m  use. But it is clear 
that hi any < . otuality the Du e intends 1 march on the Axis line.

Srt t . mu i ;k <). I authorized C asertano1 to subsidize M izvi s party 
m the Maltese oirctions to tin > ctent o f ty,o,i on Italian lire.

The 1 )iu.c has gi • n 1 lerli ins’.tu< lions to Ining the i Oliver:alious with 
Fr int o tei a c< Delusion: if he prefers, we leave one division of nine
l,,nt iIm i ,s - -olla ru e we wilhelraw the whole ol tin infantry Accord­
ing ps die Duce the evacuation o f tlu- tumps will  not I)" able to 'ake 
plan beliire tin st i . ml halt ot < Vinbcr.

Sparauo confirmed to on* u f u  he hail alreatly told the Dm t 
t.ojm o>. i ha got iiimseT into an nuteuable position in Hr ii il He will 
hav> to lie icplared. I i n  tiling him lb: tliscu si.ms we shall 
proceed by degrees.

1 .at.died a reheat ml o f to-morm ’s demonstration by d" Vl,ll,hs 
i [ , j They *rt getting on better than I expected One must 

ii i ili' li tia.ui/ig has |,ren done in a few weeks m I to it 
nil,S) «.fth<‘se I•'»ys am- Mini vil lage.  • -here tlu re nl»* h '1' •>'1,0 scnsi‘ 
o f disci; dim Some, ol tin n> don't even s p e a k  l im a n

m i I... 1 he ( . 1  L. demonsi ration w’t.ru we!1 I he Duce

p\ Was pleased, ,'
' km u !,'„.Son with i h' It Nothmi- worihy ol note. Me talked about 
i|( |IV,-||,, (■  infinher i if- sren*tnri,U nf the I'lvciat Puny. Head ui tjir

fro  < 'Hi S ,, I: a'Afiio; •luoi'i the •
» ■  h u m  < Ul  L i U n i i  twirml nritamnm < wlmh u„ lr.tl.-.l ihr viimu*

K Feu i i yemli  .iiy.u.i. me,. , ».• •' ■ «»"> “ P

•M l. j, ’ l, *' >w ) , \ J‘irtjk d, vj: '



^ L ^ t l v *  M ilitary Pact again. He '-ays lie has mentioned it to the Dure.
[ reserved my reply. Then, in some confusion, he said that he had to 
speak t. me about a private matter. The Queen has commissioned 
him to approach the Dure or me on behalf of her Jewish doctor 
Stukiold. Apparently the Queen ts very indignant about his expulsion, 
uid s , is the King, who had great confidence m tins doctor. But he 

doesn't dare to talk to the Dn- e about it. And they arc both counting 
on a iricndlv mediation from me . . I did riot commit myself, but 
pointed out with a smile to the Prince ol Hesse, that the Fuhrei would 
LiidK approve of missions of this nature being entrusted to him, a 

German and a Nazi. He turned pale.

Si I'iKMiu.K l. To Ponte a Mo iano and to Bagni di I.u.ca for 

the ‘Poetiy Prize’ .
franco  has opted for the retention ot one legionary division in Spain, 

on the lire ; o f  our latest proposals.

Si f t i  M1IE8 12 M anv communications from Berlin. The most 
important is one proposing a sene. m. c'mg between tl, l )„u :  and the 
l u lnn at the Brenner, on any day. but n»t later Hum S^lemha c*-j. 1 he 
proposal was made by Goring to Mag,strati and then confirmed i» 
Hi Tv's name. I told the Dime. abm. it on the clephone (at Rocca 
drlle C  uninaic) .md he replied: M ts an ide , wind, I do not reject.

We w.n talk about it fr0m t|ic vn,it>Us capitals. SwitzerlandNervous reports at e coiTiiu', ,
and Belgium arc putting their frontiers in a s a « <J * ^ >" 1
tim e is ta'k of six class, s being calh’d up V, 1,1

r r ,r , 1 .in that the Din e hould intervene to ask in tl, ■ n unc ol tmanil'ei nm*
.. .  , i' , <0 tlic hnglisli has not been mlormedrestrain Hit lei v h<> actouimg '<> 11 Q . __

i i  i • ,it Ttiitisli moves W ean, not akuii the idea
l.„ those,, end f u n . ,  c. ntBnt !i(11. -prov,.; that .]•. Imghsh
np. 'An absurdity ol h-s km a VU ^  „ , u, rd mc , , £

are sull-rmg lui.n a m-f >'»<- <i , lCqui,,. , gesture i„ tlv n
fJcmiaiK Itnov lb .t, il a tins juru 111 • • , .

i (,,,iher than tin last liijurtmi t̂niuila-ol i he is p' dy It, go a step " i iu .  . ■
. . . . ' i ,i • \ i  . who is assaned every now antiDi/iloiiM Uii . 1 pa sed tins on to .(torn >
. , , . i like to go into ieve ,e. Hr(lifii 1c. a spawn ol teai I war and wou J

will, iDn-lnie, I r r v m c  this a id e  ,-ry luD u a , I f ,
1' iihrer sta'ci li. It st ems to me \rrv sirong. -m' 1 ’ 1 1 ln
to produce a dea.intr of the alnio-phcre. 1 *«* °  Wttr " llh »»

, , , . ,1 |his lh.ll ' ts the tone ol. the
imp - 1 d n ■ til d non. Vnd it... , ,  I ..„|,,,ne mc-.iae.c It - .Til Alfa II,

ii 1 he l)uce too, acco/ding 1 )
rc.g.l' 1:. the Nilirnihcig speech a si l i"iis. _ y

Suva Ii i having Washington li.r the Aduai',  a 1 1 ■ ii u 
not  jileascd ai thi.i a n d  h e  has .  ’ t y del , m  P

.... ,. in -ai'ct company.
' (<pir,iu'.' \• • ■ ' 1

H  ih >  v'l]j Cl  AN O ’ 01  Al l  Y v k  I
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' X w X d o l p i  talked to me about some personal questions of an intimate 
nature.

Si;PTEMnr.n 13, T h e  Germans have accepted our offer. Attolico 
telephoned to me from Nuremberg, after a conversation with Ribben- 
trop, and asked that an Informazione Diplomalica should be published 
saying that the Carlsbad eight points have now been superseded and 
only a radical solution, on the principle o f self-determination, can pul 
an end to the Czechoslovakian crisis. I informed the Duce, and he 
rapidly drafted Informazione Diplomatiea No. 20, dictating it to Anluso.
Then 1 conferred with him about his meeting with Hitler. He does not 
reject the idea hut asks that it should be postponed until the beginning 
o f  Oc tober, as until then he is occupied with visits to the provinces.
1 informed Attolico.

1 delivered instructions to Alfieri on the degree i f  emphasis to be 
given to the Infbtniazione Diphmuitica anti on oie tone ol the pi css in 
general-— actualIv on this >< fusion it has been good.

1 telegraphed to Herd to form the single diva ion and comm, nee the 
operation o f  concentrating the men to be repatriated. I also asked for 
die exact figures of those who are coming home, as they will he useful 
to me in my talks with the English.

Conversation with the American Ambassador. He wants lo go on 
leave and is trying to adapt the European situation to his personal 
requirements, so that he may leave with his conscience at pease. His 
conscience, if nothing else!

ConvcisniCn v ith Cristich. Important, and I have made a Minute.
He c o n f in e  that Stovadinovich intends to bring hi' attitude into line 
v. itli that o f Italy.

fi p.m. lV Ic i ia p b :c repUrIs from Prague about, the ultimatum 
d H iw n  .t to licii' s by Ih  nleiu atu-i yesterday’.* incidents. I speak to 
t|, Dim . l ie  ' " in  s that iiu* filiation is very serious but thick., that 
Hei rs w il l '  "'I by a c c e p t i n g  tie ultimatum. 'Swallowing bitm  ;• • 11 is 
wh.c, democracies are made for.'

S i- i ’ M aisii'.R l.p I'he first reports o f  the rupture of MC).'"l’atMiis 
l-i t\scin lVai.pu end 1 h nleiu arrived last night. '1 •> day let-' paised m 
an ab 1 mat ion between ■ .p t - iT m  ami pessimism > dilleient repons 

IT' v  is talk ol setious incidents iielv . ’ u •’ budeteicj and 
l|„ |„,|jr , ,;d, scores t>l deml. Ii mi Beilin "in Military V't.aeln 1
tt lejiuplis that the mobili/.atiwii of the aii fore' "as begun, with the 
, ailing up of two thousand 1 ■ !*■ ' •' imd the com nitration of squadrons 
on the airlid 1 neat the h" "bet Diplomats h a w  bei n lto. king to the 

■ Ministry. In g. net ah they take a gloomy v iew. I hey all ask to bt 
enlightened cm the subject o f  11 • Injotmazmr Diploma (tea, and warn lo

1 O r i n s i l  V.lis - M . i n .c .  \ partisan lr.ulei in I't l t- Vri> . '..'hul'ul SiMV,

X-X6 ’ CofeX
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:OV whether Italian solidarity v. ill go to the length r I standing beside 
Vicrmany in th< event of war. Without giving a precise reply, 1 have 
allowed it to be understood thnt thcan/swrt is Ye*. The British Charge 
asked whether sclf-deterinination means a plebiscite. Ves. in that case, 
he said, it will h.: diflicult lo get it accept-d by Bents. t he Belgian 
Ambassador said: ‘ Vou arc- asking Czechoslovakia to commit suicide.'

8 pen Couh d>: tluutic. Attolico telephones that Chambu/ain has 
i:,k. ,1 tor an interview with Hitler and will be received at Bcrchtrsgaden 

to-mori■ >v> t telephone he n -.vs the .Oiuc who Is, astonished. 
‘Tl.- ri vill not I e wui, he exc laims. But tin:. the liquidation 
English prestige. In two y a i ; 1 nyland has tw»• i been floored.’

Si.i' j r Mnr.ii ifi 1 he wave of optimism produced by tlic news of 
Chamberlain's j o i n  ney has b< 1 n cheeked a s r e s u l t  of the n ports piling 
uji in confusion, from l'iague and Irom Berlin, about civil war in the 
liudcl'-nland It seems that Bern is allow ing his m i,, to shoot ai v ill. 
And the dead are numbered in tens -some papers -av in hundred-.
Attoii< o, usually an opt'inisf, tel< phone:; that t ( Ihamherlain were not 
on German soil, the forces of ihe Reich would already ha e conic to the 
h' tp of the Sudeli n," I received von Markensen u lfo came lo thank 
me for the D ucc’h article ‘A  hettei Kumiru.m'. He described it ..s 
a historic document. The Ambassador is rather pessimistic, l ie  .ays 
ihat, unless Chamberlain ha. in hisla.ef case dr. aw ,uni. pid propo- 
I,d- !i will he impossible tor H- I'ulaer not to give help to the Such-tens. 
W e’ , sar*lined log. th-T the Balkan situation in the . vent of war, now 
that Yugoul .- lcutralit is monad- h  oilr bpinion Greece and f uikey 
will not move.

I Ik Dm c has rm . me up tre "ently horn how a If. calm. 
Res. hue and imperturbable. In a wails the developments »>f .vents. But 
(n is less . a utiistic to-day '• m )• •' 1,“ \  1 1 d1 I'-m Ai.olico
leleplioiu , tb-.i in B. mi. ..n ...ler'-.-iitiu" "i t hmlovAki.i h not
■ oruidi.ml miinineni, alth igli there are leporD. ol more .....  more

U M:i ioiiH m. idem ' •.thihf. H yet known "I tie- I btlrr-f 'hamhi-t lain 
isatton w i l l ,  li bei.aii it , p.iu. and i taking place 11, thr pr, scruff 

' | 0r i .ingle inter prerer. ,me m the evening it. h.o give, me the lira
reports >t tin i . .rivet oitior. and the c,o'..'iiuni<[U| .

flit.I 'liMiu " l i 1.1 . 'tel:., used i ■ 11' . 11 d . 1  ̂ .li.11'11" , I. .in imv.i- jfflja
sation vars il to to n . den. im n,v  ■ f .•,•! »»«»»«• <n
In I'eii.Tai Uicre is a lw ling ihut ilie aim i 1 ' 1' *'■' "'"cleared 1 hr
project I." a h at he. . onvn. .tion in the ra-ar limue e micrpreted in 
. I, ..ural-.l. sr- - i la I..............A Mini ""  1 lu 111 "U.lr Bcri-s.

I  He ,i ali aid that he want* 10 t.. ' .r  the I*dim ' * Persi a .ng, in
v .it m i ' ..-li  ........ ,p. ■ as i on .  lh  1 11 1 1 11 ' • ec.idti. t,
which mid peril • for hull be w e . .... ' w <»
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V ^ v ^ v ^ h a v e  seen many diplomats. The Roumanian categorically tlrniWr-^—* 
report i*f French origin concerning ii •<: transit for the Russians 

through Bessarabia. The Frenchman and tHe Russian, at the sea, ashed 
for new:., hicli 1 did not give them. Blondel i ; pessimistic, tie recalled 
the days of icji.j, when he was at the Embassy in London. I hen too 
nobod', wanted to tat or the Serbs, and vet the wai happened. Ami 
the world then was m ud happier than it is now, and there were so 
many reasons (i>r preserving peace. T he Pole and the Hungarian came 
to thank me for the action taken by the Duce, and formally annouta ed 
that they intend to raise .lie question ol their minorities. The [ap 
wanted new . T he Englishman brought me a messagi from (Jliarnbcr- 
I.' m of goodwill with respect to the implementation < >f the Anglo-1 tali in 
Pact.

I asked \ilolico to give nu precise nnv« partly for the purpi e .1 
the speech the Duce i- .o make in I'ric le - and he telephoned that he 
will do so late in the evemn.

Reports from Prague ate Ik tier but the intran igence of the fir lies 
(fovermnet t i. coriliiun d ill.30 pan.).

S k p t i  Mh 1 it 17 A 1 'olieo told nu* last night the point which flitlei 
would like . be eirtph isi/.ed in die Duet ’s spret h the solution most he 
speedy and it must be in r ral, 1 e. it must free all he minorities limn 
scivitudc to f  e Czechs.

J'his morning, dtci a little routine administration, J flew to Luc".', 
so pped there iiu * tew hours, and then went on to 1 orh, wlure with 
.Si'it ace. ami AI fieri T jtiou-d d»e pre* dential train. I gave the Dm e tilt
I... , *J h a v  made my d o  amis,' he concluded 'Il .vnrmr.il,
out in (>ernmny, Prague, P 1 is, and Moscow, 1 sliall temain ncut’ al.
II (brat tilltruit intervenes. n n a liu n  , the UniggJt and iug it an 
i,|,.oh e al cliai.liter, then tve h !1 throw ourselves into the llat.ie..
I ta ly  a n d  1 r. i .aa  e ttu ld  not b e  n e u t r a l  '

Peison.tlb the Dm.e i • nid(tied to think 11 at. the distain will me1 by 
I,*. jm: j, n in ,*. '.olutioii. Phis i uvi.-iion was strengthened w'mii he 

■ I,- . ,.t |i ,|oKna lh' hurst news . tout the lorn, at ion ol a • ’ niteer
I t „p s |.- I), ril'*in •ad liw 1 'h  incidents in ih* Smh tenl.ind H. w as

e'Uai1': ,s e’.er l l i  ; 1 his to a., to n.*|| us that he dm . ’ "'l  a ait t>*
II 1 in 1 ! durio • die in in ,  even d imp.aiani now • rices. 1.

■ J  Etc ilc. ' ill' l • "• vl wl o* the t'.o stopped fin the 1
tel, -d t . Koine „.! to Berlin Hie press reju irt' u ' mt 

* SMgget alt d.

v, ,, , ip | ,/ 1 Venice i" l iiesn • n board the (.ami . \tr<>.
’’’‘ A •.••ndrrful day. f he sea was a mirroi an.I ilu* :.kv tin purest blue.

I r 1 eiite vv. I, nu >: the D u o  »- "  -t m on, flags, .mil ill a - tion. It was
tafrf that flu rd i  depressed is a result • the Ansel,hiss and f»e
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K ^ X ^ a a l  policy. But I have never .seen a more fervid reception, nor a mor 
^ e x p l o s i v e  hrvour than lie,- in Trieste. The Duee spoke. A  great, calm 

sor.-.' h Rarely do words have the weight of deeds but lor once this is 
,0 Even if  nothing happens, the Duce has written to-day a page of 
history made up of courage, loyalty, and honour. 1 here is at once a 
feelin,, that the Emopean political horizon has grown clearer. Conhi- 
,nation of this comes from ever, capital. Meanwhile reports from 
London on the Chamberlain-Daladier meeting, though not precise, 
indicate an unequivocal withdrawal The on y negative element in 
to-JaTs news is H o tk a V  speech. He declared that Prague does not 
,VU)I plebiscites an 1 is prepared lor resistance. But for how long, it 
London and Paris let them down?

S rv rK M ia  u mj. I »< companied the Duce on to Yugoslav territory.
Verv warm welcomes. Speer hes exchanged were very lnendly and very 
significant at this moment. Here is a result which lew would have 
expia ted when I went to Belgrade in M a-ih  1937•

The news of the Czech situati )ft is on the whole more hopeful. 1 he 
Duce too is beginning to incline lor a pcac.elul solution.

| r.-o-ived /hundred Yu", vlav workers and spoke to them m a cordial
, n ; one. Afterward:. I had a talk with Hrisuvl.. He ...... ted
; / b n I hadn't much to give him. Charles wanted to see me mil 

a H U ,  note With general ;

l— ' K ............ -

London are cordially mauu.oned. - HitiPr.Ch»mherluin meet-
Meanwhile there comes confirmation of a . lit •

«̂ *  i,’ : ; ' , w .  ^
Hungarian represen dive iHorlliy or , misu(;(,  dully -to
at.. ,  u ■: much importaiu e to tins meeting. urif.s iu Roll,c . 1
hnd di- diplomatic repr-s. ntauu. ol th . lo n;inlo,ir the i.
shad l :'lk " them m the m-r..mg. ‘ hall tell 1 : ;Iuati(,u
.,, - t ,11 -(h i ui'iuv iidi'.i ilot. In llie on <>iu u> |

Si- I'TKMi't I-* 20. Viliam ana V. ieniewri verv sutisl" u u ith
v ;,tlt I told them .And I believe an i111c-■ ii■ • i 11 1.
b r . a u r  III. -."Siulr "I 1 undon .mtl f t n .  lo.'- ‘‘ " g  V| | II-
a ....... v  - a  f " i ......' ........... - g  g

-v anxious to fesoi urn tlietm eol th. Midi
nimorilies ol other ' l un'rics. ■ , , |„ . , ... i , •

, t y i  . : m ' ‘ '
' . . . .,  ... . * * i \ •.'* i i»‘s: im-.sm.

this eveniuL. that it is no dive I no ",

1.1. -V "!*<•• ’•■ j'o. Mae > 1 1 • k !.".',.," ,!(' .'tiinpr.u .
‘ A lmiral MiMon Untdiy uc hail 'll-11'
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Unco spoke at Udine. I listened to the speech at the Ministry.
Berti inf >rms us that lie is preparing the ciivisi >n to he repatriated in 

the Seville area, in three regiments. But the whole thing has had to be 
postponed, as our divisions are still being used to stern a Ked offensive.
I have confirmation from a reliable source that our troops are tired.
Very di ed. And that the idea of leaving a division in Spain has not 
had at ah a favourable reception. Anonymous and even signed letters 
asking for repatriation are numerous. Signs of restlessness are increas­
ing. T should be sorry if this meagre division or discouraged veterans 
were to let us in lor serious trouble one day.

S e p t e m b e r  a i .  Still no decisive news from Prague to-night. It 
seems, however, that Bones is capitulating- The delay in announcing 
the row. is due, according to reports from out Minister, to the fear of 
disturbances.

1 ora Spain, Nulli1 confirms that the repatriates will amount to 
about io,ooo. ready to embark by the end of September. Meanwhile.
Ncgi in- has announced at Geneva that the Reel Government is, as a 
unilateral at lion, dismissing all its volunteers. Wl.v are tlicv <h mig this?
Do they feel themselves so stron j? Or is it merely *  demonstration of 
a platonic nature? So far as we are concerned, I think this robs our 
partial evacuation of some of its tlavour. But it has the advantage that 
the initiative is not made to appear om -  tins would certainly ,avt" 
lent it »If' to clisar;i w ib lc  comments ibout Italian weariness, bt-tiayal 
of Franco, etc.

Si t* ri Min. r 22 J hf Duo: 1’ »s returned to Rome. I <•' uf cried with 
him on tin Spanish problem and of course on the Czech situation. I he 

,s si ptical about Spam. 1 It believe.', that franco, who has now
lost his chance of victory, will come to r compromise with the other
s ,],. \ye sh .il fi *• our lour milliards of credits, and for th’r  reason we 
ni l j nil out what s i "  in while we call. C hi the G/ech problem lie. 
oisis. . on the ni ccssilv >r :» solution >.f the Hungarian and Polish 
problems as \ ell

Receive 11lie German . unb.xsador lade a Minute "1 the conversa­
tion. In the name of the F iihm  he thanked me for all tliat the Um e 
Hint It.ib- have done. He told me to ■ xpret a m a irom the l ulu' i . 
oi which re usual tin Brine.; of I leva \ ill be tin bearer.

[n t| afti i. n o n  I received Perth and Viliam. M um " '' n. lot i 
* m-versa* ions P e rth  v,as particular!; atixiom i.upr. ;s uponeie t al 
there is , o truth in what i, -aid about I "gland no, net .mg at .m> 
priie Untrue V.ngkmd dees not want war, but da v J  fight d

’ C-'lonrl th B Nulli Vu, ,- . .  a. niched the 'S' (Spain! oHi. • in H.r 

N , • ,v,.W k-puhlican ft me M.niiitfr.
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V - ^ .M ^ c n n o j .y  due., not know bow t.. stop at the point where moderation 

counsels.
Vague reports from Prague. Resignation o f  Hodza. Milit rj 

Cabinet. Red lings and demonstrations in the streets, At the same 
,;mc it <r,p,;ar.: that the Germans air  occupying tin: frontiei towns 
and posts! Can all this happen without a lash?

m  Sp un the March a;j Division has performed protii ;ics of valour
Wondeif.il legionaries, who protest and moan when they are. ifod.ig 
.md in th« attack find once more the enthusiasm of the firm battle.
\nd t hey have beer: d im  twenty-two months!

No precise news "I the HKiel-Oliitmherl.lin ■ iveimtion.

S i i t i . i i u i ' . ' p  1 a tin impression Iron. At < f  eo < ,n tin telephom 
night that dii au  not going well at Godesberg. Gnilionled with 

the nebulosity o f  the English proposals, the Ffihrcr presents lour precise 
demands. Meanwhile in die Sudclenland th. guns are booming and 
the machine-guns emptying their belts. J his morning there is a hirthcr 
complication — Chamberlain and the. l iihrer do not meet, but < .bnm- 
bei lain u iin  , a I.-ii.t  . king h n to reomsider h.s demands and lerhalt 
them. 1 told the Uuce. He regards lids as cxl.emely serious. ‘When 
you Mart pm tin.- d o c .  point-; on paper,’ be > 'it means that you 
coi ider the situation to be desperate md arc trying to justily yourself , 
before hio a , .' Ribbsntrop telephones to Attolico that Hitler too will 
rrply in writ'll!.anil ' ill not iim' <• from his position. Sure enough, up 
to 7 then: hat been in. news ol fur!Ilf I eoiiven.aliom.es. pt one
between I Irmleison a..d Ribbcnlvop.

I received the Roumanian Muuxtcf He made an important commit- 
„i at ion -■  the el led that Hmharevl. e; beguming to apprci.mc the 
? ituation and und-Titand the Hungarian elaims, but asks that the
1111111,.!.inm. should not m.-kc any rash move and should inline diem- 
B,-i 0H to rciwtmablc ambitions. I did m y best to encourage R< unianl«
., Im.u .o ili, t/ml. l-'iitenu N it hard work, as ll.. m. ....... itl.uig sli*
vv.-nl- o. lo more, llu: situation between Warsaw and M om " w '*
I. of mi niiii'h hhu kr r.

j  p.m. Ftsriani telffpl t s.>. thr . n t I M rras has mlm 
him dial ‘ to morrow is the slat ’ Allolico eoiihnns dial the *mal n ,uc 
of events' i" now vr>  near I lelepnouc the new to the. 11elect oI 
Idoi'ent. ,  s o  that he (,ui iril. ■> ii. the lluee, w h o  i-< on du way in

Padua

S |. j. : j., m i- 1.1'. ,:.p I el( |dioiie messages, lr< 1 " nd • '" ii di hay,
e.ontinueii diroughoi.it llu night la the m-u'min., I (il *w l " ' (|*r 
pieces ol new:' general mobilization in IV ig 1 ,1 1 1  i > m ■ t »e <
memo, .mill........... . tide, to <''.and-, • la in .  n.
Ins dem old-: in di.-ir itnlire-y, with dir. t. rrnimd dme. ol October . Ini
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'^L-S^fc^cession of the Sudctcnland ami No .ember 25 lur the organization 
of the plebiscites in the mixed areas. Ribbentrop assures us that until 
tlii' date (October 1) German troops will not enter rv.eehoslovaLin.
I’he Due , wlio after the first reports wanted to come back to Rome, 

has decided to continue his journey and I advised hint to do so. Me 
spoke at Ttdluno to-dav, explaining the situation with precision, from 
Berlin we . re fold that the terms of the memorandum were to be k/ pt.
>ecret. hut now . . . News of mobilization in France. Also in England.
The A igoslav linislcr conlinns that his country’s attitude is one of 
neutral it) in am eventu; lity.

I n th  afternoon Iterlin telephones that llc.-.e will arrive <n Venire 
bearin ', . m e  . ,e |..i the. Due* from the Ftihu-r. I set off on a night 
lliglit to meet him. A wonderful llighl die lights o f  Venice, on 1 
calm Sci ii inbci everting, look like a diadem ot phosphorescent 
jewel.- .

Si h i i- Miu n at, l receive lie* e at the Grand Motel, and we have 
at once by car for Schio, where the Ducr is stopping for a leu hours, 
l ie  has no written mess;.ye, perhaps n very precise ini iiorr. lit is to 
thank the Chief for all that we have done and convey to him Hitler’ . , 
promise that 10 any need, whether . 1 dclenre m at lack, all the huccs 
of Germany v ill be at our disposal He is also to give us die latest news 
of (tie situ iiion Me repeats, as la* ts, what we more or less know ub nit 
the convert ition.; with t kuhIh i lam arid the German cf maud . I he 

. position is now dr; >■; if la < > tub' r 1 the Czechs have not accepted the 
' mis ul tin nil im.Uuin, C ' 1 n any at lai k̂  Nr. 1 "rally with the aim ol 
hually «Ic-st 1oyi'ie ' '/.ei.lioslovakia. (Hesse also hinted at the possibility 
ul mi 01 pm aline, ( !/i r li,. and sli vaks in the Reich, \\ lilt a measiu i 
of J.H 111. m > 1 y ! 1 llitler still lull vrs 111 1' Frame and I'uiJand will not 
i n , m il. |hn shout 1 ih n  do O', u i 11 ady tor the conllict. lie. even 
uld, p it tlie militai; . d poliheal Mtuatior; is so lavonrablc to the 
A\i:. that it n 1 ■ ht In In iii 1 to play mne ., .mie wlueh will inevitably 

•. !i n  ... i n  be | i.' Veil Ol e  day. If,-' add , tb.it I'  11 ib  ul  i o p  i ■ *\ n more,
(Sin 1. r;l ... lh i lire. lion. I’lie l im e  iei. ive. us Iii the pretaii'lrnli il 
11- in He i; severe Inn ■< rene. I le listens n silence to • » I" ••
linn. ’1 hep ays lew words in reply. Alter lliauLiny him lot tin 
e, «1111 ■ ;r 111 ■ .< 1. n, In pu t: Mriwird his point ot v iew  f  ranee will not 
li, ,u  i, 1,ei.ut.se* F.ugland ’ ill not lall 111 behind her. bltmikl the 'ori- 
lliet, h,.we r. I 1 conn i< 1 rl, v e  will place ourselves by die s b (,|

' Ci 1 man) un.ne.li.ucly alter tin ..fry o) K'.i-I,.. d into the war. Not 
In-lore, in • .tiler not <0 give her jiislilH ati-m lot w.u I'he I )uic too 
le tllirmed In's lull conviction of out " ido ty  C tv’c o f  AfiiM and itusis 
til dr h a i e of spirit.

L  W. return to Venice Hesse leaves for Berlin mil I for Rente. •M

S 4
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effect., no new or decisive factor has resulted from ihe conversa- 
tion. However, the Dure and I, thougli we did not incite Germany to 
war, have done nothing to restrain her.

During the flight T listen to the Dure':; speech at Vicenza. Then he 
calls me to the telephone. He ventilates the possibility o f a meeting 
between me and Ribbcntrop, hi order to clarify the conditions of 
Italian intervention. He also announces a small prcliminar. mobiliza­
tion ol r„o o o  men.

R e p o r t s ,  very vague, from London and Paris, on the Cabinet meet­
ings which have taken place. Daladiet and Bonnet will be in Paris 
to-night. It veins that the Czech Minister1 in London has already 
given a negative reply to Hitler’s memorandum. P e o p le  are kneeling 
and praying for peace in the s tm ts  in England. T he Italians arc 
waiting with calm and conscious strength.

In th< a f t e r n o o n  I had a long conference with Pariani, who seemed 
print' calm More convinced titan ever o f  the need for a lightning war.
He thinks of using gas on a large scale, also against fortified positions.

S e v  i. mih u iff., fn tin morning I went with Cuvagnnri to the 
Minis! v o f  Marine and the Operation, Oflice, where I examine d the 
situation anil the possibilities with the officer:; of the ( .cm ml St. It.
(fin N avy lias a very hard e.-ik- -in the initial st.e i . at least ii will 
have, a|i>iie or almost alone, to sustain the shock ol two strong nations 
m e> Million. 1 hi intervention o f Japan is eon. idem! to be of supreme 
importance, even if it should i < suit in the interventhin oi Ann a i< a.

M any diplomats the Belgian, the Brazilian, and tin Pole. '1 l in e  is 
now an atmosphere'of war. 1 he la,l hopes <>1 all are attained to lie- 
message sent b\ Ch; v o n  lain 'u the I’tihrer a im  the me< tine, which 
took place in Loudon thi morning. The** hopes are of brief duration.
At 7. i y pan. Attolico teh ph n s that, the 1 < 'liver.,a tion has taken 1 'In e 
1,‘he pri>p<isal wa lor direct, emit.a t between the Prague a id lb 1 tin 

Cur ■ ! mm uls, with |icrha, the n: illation of London, fiop'-sal te­
rete..I tie- •• vi 1 iti 1 ha, brought firrv. rd the term ol the ultimatum 

lV'»ni i tol>< r » to j  Wed in .day '.Tt.li. It I. w ui. May <>odpioteet 
I la : mil He I )u< 1

1 received also the Yu v.slav Mini ter in order l<> "P l '"
ambit,' 1V > re.i"*d by I lu ir rrpi < .senta. i' e in f irana, who ha pi id 
111 im»tiI'- aiiotit in unmetli Ue 01 cup.Hion of Mhania by • ( i i*»iti h 
rt aidi.ited his colleague. i I

I I.. 11 1 .1 v Mucken,* ill. ', informed 10. al>uut a » ■ " ’ ' n u d e in 
Bet III* by I lie Sp.le'sli la  I'V.i.u . w>; rird •’> _ hj.» poution,
is tliinkiiH' "I opei ing lies aiations with London and L u is  in order to
m ike a dularatioi  ; rtcutritlii,, Not hi..-. h announced to

• fa, Ms. ' ....... . | , m  I' i.lr’ii' n| C/i ' I” Invnki.i -cri,. .hr
, ( ,'c. . luvik t aiveiiiiiien in I uii'luii, July I'll1'. < uriiiuil< I ..... . "1 Mar, h ,y.|0 ^
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ui oy Condr:. Disgust i n ;! Enough to make our dead in Spain tur" m 
their graves. It raises (lie problem of the Volunteer Corps of O ccu p a­
tion. What will they do with them? I immediately gave Valle 
instructions to start to study the evacuation o f  our air force.

I ic r a v e d  the Puce at the station at 10.50 p.111. Meanwhile Hitler 
has spoken-—nothing more than we already knew. I inform the Once 
of the latest developing nts he listens with great seriousness and concen­
tration. His face and las gestures are grave— but he is also serene, l ie  
reacts with disgust to the news about Spain. He ends by declaring dial 
to-morrow he will mobilize and begin to send troops to Libya. He 
retired to his room as soon as we got to the \ ilia lo r lo n ia .

I ’he Spaniard has made the demarche about neutrality to Buti. But 
in a modified b u n .  J le did not dare come to me about it. However, 
up,,11 reflection 1 see that neutrality is the only way in which Branco 
can fight. O ur men will stay there to continue a guerilla war against 
the Red; T h e  Puce has sent a telegram to suspend the repatriation.

S| i n  MM ;• T h e DtWe received Valle, Parirmi, and Gavngnari,
and gave orders for an initial mobilization sullicient to cnsuti armed 
U' it ility in the first phase. I lien lie bad a long rtolerenrc with me

l ie  e. still perplexed about the attitude which the French and the . 
English w ill adopt and, in tin event of their declaring iv.it, about their 
military tactics. .An attack on the Siegfried line? O ut oi the question.
A n d as (bennany. once (  'echoslovakia has her 11 liquidated, will not 
attack in the west, one cannot rule out the possibility that the rouble t 
m ay be resold d without .1 clash between I lie giants. In any Cft.se, the 
1 )u. wants to settle forthwith the basis ol the political understanding 
W it h  B tdin  and m c ie . i t ’ org.iiM of militHry eo-opuation. With this 
■ 'lid in view lie p'-oposes a meetii. •, between im and Ril benliop. I he 
( It rrntins at cent ini I suggest bringing the st ldii rs tot K e ite l1 on thch 
stele, I’.uiani and Valk on our side. We are to meet in Munich u 
1. noon on I hui day.

Mo mimvi on the diplomatic chcts-hoard, except 11 confirmation 
Irom Beilin that ‘ the day fo-inorrowh In the afternoon I received 
\7ill.ii to whom I te.pc ted the usual recommendations ol calm; the 

m Ambassador,  wlm. unoll .ially, dec lared 'hiinsell cm 1 meed 
tfat rfok\ • wilt imerveni «».i >>ui side: ami O istieh, v l io  1 tine 
u pmiiaie be c.onduct I luue mciuiotied f  tie ir Mmi t' i n 1’ira.ia.
I le told me th o ' Cl ding to tl e C/eeli Minister, Russian ""XT' entmn 
will 1 kt* the < ■ 'iiercte foim air attack on Poland.

Ohantbnlain spoke on th- w i . - l r  at H to-tugh' bis tone , 
rhpr, Jt 1 that o f a man who ha., abandoned all hope ul peace.

In la; 1 sin a .. miracl- . • •
‘ (i, ,i, i „ l vl iilu'lm l\. in. I. 1 bid ol l> im  .1 •'•mil ■ the I! ’dinnudif,
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rr.MUKR ?W. io a.ui. l our hours to go belbrc the outbreak of 
hostilities, when iVrih telephones to ask for .in interview. I rcceisi 
him at oner He says, with much emotion, that Cha nb.'ilain appeals 
t' the Uucc for his friendly intervention in these hours, which he con-
liders tho last in which something can bo done to gave peace and 
civilization. Ht repeats the. guarantee already offered by ]airland and 
Fiance tin- the ri inrn of the Sudetenland. 1 ask Perth whether I am 
to n gat'd his ,i,'niniclie .'s an official invitation to the Hi ice to assume the 
role <T medial or. Yes. In that case there is no t ime to lose the oiler 
deserve1 io l>e .>iveu consideration. 1 tc I Perth to wait lor me at the 
Palazzo Chigi. 1 go o the Uuce. J h agrees at. once on the impossibility 
o f meeting Chamberlain's request with a Hat refusal. He telephones 
Attolieo: (lo to the I u h m  and tell him, having first said that in ai 
i ven. uality I shall H a' his side, that 1 Tecommend that the comment - •

- m r.t >>f hostilities should be delayed lor a 1 hour . Meanwhile f under­
take to study what can be done to solve the problem I go back to the 
Palazzo Chigi. 1 inlurm Perth that hostilities are to begin to-day and 

i  oonlirm that our place is beside flemiany 11 is lac. cpiivers and his 
eyes an: icd When I add that nevertheless the Dttce has accepted 
Ch:i idterlaiii’s request and has proposed a delay of 2.|. hour., he bursts 
into a sobbing laugh and rushes oil to his Embas.y. A little Into le 
asks lbi anoth a interview, l ie  brings with him i message from 
Chainb i lain to the Dure uid a copy o f  another sent to Hitler: a 
n iton  , ■ prnpn- d for a Contcrcnc •• of Four with the task of reac hing 
a iilie.d • d i ition of the Sudeten problem within sc ve n day. Jt < annul 

ft lie rejc i - l hy r iec.ting it Hitler \\ uid draw the Italic ci of the world 
upon ! 1 ni n H iii<l iiave the sole ri iponsibility fur dir conflict. PaH -zo 
Venezia--■  the Dine decide; to support the English mpiest, purlieu- 
l.uly a: tlu hiihrer has now, it Mussolini'.-, desire, b id  a phonogram 
of iittitritctions ai.tch.. I telephone tc> IViih, to inform him, and to 
Attolic to vivo bun din Sons. Naim ally I cancel the meeting with 
H ildam iop and Keitel rraiVged vcst'-nlay.

i-il, i,dH too, it natupires from a telephone II, is preparing to make 
.i . A'nl ■ hope it is not mu' intention that Frame .ii.it!

* , ' l ie  wliol* !■ '" 1 the qm stem would lie changed uid the
it,. " , Jilt 1, rightly, smell a r it. I ii'hphor.c t" Pei ib ' li iv .m ip s 
. , , . ju« narini; to fmi. hei uni in. 1 ad\i.se sou ilia1 a

"  I. I.... Ulmiclri would . imply d< feat it . own » mis. I nd a "  •' " f
J  proven iti'.; . O u r  u "tk  would In nnpirilled ' It. am ■ :s uni uudet- 

takes to cnmplv with ms request.
n.ui Un-lioi telephones that Hitler agree in inciple, mal.-ng

i,mi ,, .,non -H  ........ . Ib I.»>s down o i...........I,
tmn i, ■ | ho , ireseji ol Mussolini, vhich he' H oards as lie sole
: o .nte.c. ib. Duce ucepts. Wt leave in b to night, in mtj r to la
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in Munich, where the Conference is to take place, at 10.30 in the 
’ Homing.

I return to the Duce with the American Ambassador, bearing a very 
tardy message from Roosevelt. 1 remain alone with the Ducc. ‘As you 
see,’ he says, ‘ I am only moderately happy, because, though perhaps 
at a heavt price, we could have liquidated France and Croat Britain 
for ever. We now have overwhelming proof of this.’

We leave at 6. T h e  unanimous prayers of Italy are with us.

S i . htkm itl r  129-30. In the train the Dui c is in a very good humour.
W e dine together md he speaks with great vivacity 011 every subject.
He < rill' in-. Britain and British policy severely. ‘In a country where 
;uiim.ds are adored to the point ot making cemeteries and hospitals and 
house for them, and legacies are bequeathed to parrots, you can he 
mu c that decadence lias set in. F ides, other reasons apart, it is also
a consequence o f  the composition of the Et glish people, tou t  million 
surplus women. Four million sexually unsatisfied women, artificially 
creating a host o f problems in order to excite or appease their senses.
Not being able to embrace one man, they embrace hum anly.

A t K 11 fstci 11 we meet the huhrer. VVc get into ins carnage, where 
spread out on a table are all the maps of the Sudetenland and the 
western fertile itions. He explain the situation: he intends to liquid ite 
<jze,|i< Slovakia a, lie now is, because he immobilizes iorly of his 
division and lie , Ins hmuls li.t-a ■ is France. When Cz* chndoval ia lias 
bem , as she must be, deflated, ten divisions will be enough to in.mold ■ 
liv • her. T he Dure- listens with eon. enlration. I lie programme is now 
fixed: either the Clonic rene - is suecrsshil iti :•> lici t time 01 the solution 
will take place by finer of arms. ‘Besides,’ adds (lie 1'uhirr, 'the time 
will c crnie when we ba ll  have to light side by idc against i i*'uci and
England All the be'ter that it s h o u l d  h a p p e  n v bile die Dure am I i arc
ai the head e.l our uountrir., and still young and full ot vigour.

Hut all that seems superseded by the- atmosphere which in Dei Im, 
lire 11 eicatcel an atnio;pher< ol a : 1 eemeait. l.veo ihcpe-opb waving 
as die train pus:. 0 ..he- one realize- their j..y «n die- <’v ‘ nt u , i l f h ,l 
in the nil.

Allen a brads op al die- palace- '-.o tin Dm a aiiel I ate slaving, 
to the leihirH m rhe-re the eonl’ercni:e 10 take pl.t- < . I he 

others h u e  already arm. u and are gathered round 1 table «n vhicl)
■ ai.u'ks and drink an sei mi. I lie Idilu 1 • << 1 cs "all M ' " 'hu 

-1 Stairs l.el niret ir. and, with die re- o f  his suite single •> '•>•» u , the 
bah ms, by a marked distinction of ireaiiwuu Brief, •' del hnmbhiikcs 
aid . Dahulier and r.liamh. ilain- then the l lu .e ,  -done- goes over to 
•1 oinri "I the ro. .111 where tl • N; 1 ha ■ Nl,," - imi  ̂ lllnl * hi it is 
a vague sen* of r.ubannssinrnt, particularly on tl.e part ol the French.
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v̂ j ^ - ^ ^ t a l k  to Daladier, and then to Francois-Poncet,1 about trivial things.
_ ^ T h e n  to Chamberlain, who says he wants to talk to the Duce. He

I  thanks him lbr all that he has already done. But the Duce, coldly, 
does not take advantage of the opening, and the conversation peters

out.
We enter the conference room. The four chiefs; Ribbentrop, Leger,- 

Wilson,-1 and I; and Schmidt, the interpreter. The Fiihrcr speaks - a  
few words of tlianl and an exposition of the situation. If speaks 
e.ihnly, but from, time to time he gets excited and then he raises hi' 
voice arid heats his list again t the palm of his other hand. Then 
Chamberlain. Then Daladier. Lastly the Duce, who affirms the 
necessity tor .1 a; d and concrete decision, and with this end in view 
propose, to use as a basis for discussion a document which has in fact 
been telephone d to us by our Embassy the previous evening, as 
expressing tlicdcsir.es of the Centum Government.

The disi u“ ion develops formally and without very much animation. 
Chamberlain is inclined to linger ver legal points; Daladier defends 
the cause of th Czechs without much conviction; the Duce prefers to 
remain silent and sum up and draw conclusions when the. other; have 
finished their d i ,,citation:;.

We adjourn for lunch, which takes plan* in the Fiihm T privali 
house a modest apartment inn large building full of other residents.
I t has, however, many very valuable pictures.

The confercur• - is continued in the afternoon and virtually breaks up 
into little groups which try to work out the various formulas. This 
permits us to lull, ill gi a id  r.onlidence, and the ice is broken.

D.il.idiir t iiiieulai'1 : h giueion in personal conveisaiion. He 
.,,i) , that wbai Is liap| euine to-day is due solely to the pig licadialuess 
ul Bern- In tin- Isi.a few months lie In., repi ulcdly suggested to Bern -. 
that the Sudetcns should be given autonomy. That would at least have 
deterred die pie -nt crisis Id  grumbles about the French war* 
men .-I", v/h • v. ' b.u< 'iked > push the v euntry into an aljsiitd mil 
in Ji ■ 1 -rap • dim " 1 1 at.-rand England would never have been
able to '. ait) tluf r>. ally useful tor Czechoslovakia, once she was 
attacked l«v the foice.. «»t the Keich.

| he Dnee, lightly annoyed by tin vaguely park uentaiy anno 
spltei e ’ > I licit I'onfei 1 1 • es ale ay. pi odit a-, moves ft mu'l the roi"ii wit It 
I.,; 1,.11,vJx 1 hi packet .md a laihet distracted air. 1 very n. w tnd 
1 |,i , J joins in the t c Ii for . i ttnul.i. ! I is great ■ pa 1 tlways ahead 
of events and i rn, has already absorbed the idea of .Igrrement and, 
wliih the o t h e r  are still was tin,- tin ir hie.ith ova a more or Ice, fonn.il 

I ly,,,!,.. I'l.m, IVi'ivli .\mli.in|..i .a Rerih 1. in lb.me.
N.u.-o'hn matt,' I'l' i.di H ik!i ‘ •i,""tii'iii)"cr i CUrm.tny, i<u<i.

• \ 0 <r  ' < . 1  : ...........r-,-f mnrr.l! >•! it"- !••• net K w w . u  O lh i  «•
. . ‘ . . I t s  „ .• WiK, ii, ml t v  10 ( I"  >d” flam.
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 ̂ Ĵ ®-J 3EP T F . MB E R a f l - 3 0 ,  I O 3 8  |



xJS* ' S'SiiX

f i  ' \  . ' ;■ / ■ .
r; \ ifet ) fjlSS o i a n o ’ s DIARY V S i  I

problems, he has almost reused to take any interest. He has alteady 
passed on and is meditating other things.

However, he join> in the discussion again, when it turns to the 
question of including in the agenda the problem of the Polish and 
Hungarian minorities. The others, without exception, would gladly 
liavc said nothing ah mt it. In fact they try to ev ide its discussion. But 
when there is a strong will, the stimi' will always predominates and 
othcis coalesce around it. The problem is discussed and solved by 
means of a formula which I do not hesitate to di scribe as very biilliaut.

Meanwhile conversations d deux are taking place. There is a hint at 
the possibility oft) <■ Duce delaying his departure in ord-T to permit a 
mei ting between him and Chamberlain. But the idea is ruled out by 
the Duce, as lie thinks that this might olfend German susceptibilities, 
pi is l I and then thr Duce all. to Chamberlain. We tell him more or 
less the same things: w  disinterest ourselves in Spain; withdrawal of 
io.uoo volunteers in the near future; goodwill for a speedy imple­
mentation of our Pact of April iti. Chamberlain hints at the possibility 
of a Conference o f Four to .solve i he Spanish problem.

At last, at one in the morning, the document is completed. 1ac.iv - 
body is satisfied, even the 1 rcnch— even the Czech-., according to what 
lXiladiei tells m>- Fi oi<,oix-Ponrct has a moment ol shame while he is 
collating tile document. 'Votlir coniine la fralict- traite les scut allic; 
qui lui titaieiii restes licit" les, he ex* laims 

W  Wi. sign, shake hands, and depart.
in Julv, from the Brenner to Rome, from the King down to the 

t 0 u «  receives welcdmes such W » have never sr-<-n. He 
says hiuLscll tlutl this e- .tha;iasm w u only equalled on the evening when ; 
die Umpire was pmi iaimi d.

)■; bbenltop 11 - I r, m led nic a pi ■- ;':c I. i >r a 1111 art it e alliance b.iv.i ca 
Ital ( a rmany, and Japan. II ..vs it is ll»t biggest ilung in the world’, 
lb- always exaggerates, Kiblientrop No <loubt we will and ii. qu>f 
calmly and, peiliiipg, put it aside* for >uio lime.
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Echoes of Munich—-Progress towards the irnplementntim of the 
Aii 'lo-ftalian Agreement- The Hungarian..press their < lainu- t ak\ 
in Koine- Asm,ninces to Albania--Omi.iny .upporli the Czrehs 

Asis .11 hill .ill. >n inoiji,Mil Si min; ini|,i>|ml.n IVeptii minus in 
\||).>, in Kil.,1 'cntiop m Koine , ( tctober -■ "}-<))■  Mussolini de< lin,0 

.in nn:nr . l u l l  nlliaiu - (  i .uio mul Ribhentrop in \  n nu. i  , Noveinhn
.'•.)) i lit ih 11 eilcre Award The m  ini rampaif'ti (ontinucs \
J'ren n Ambn.sarioi in Rome Repatriation of Italian, from abron 1 

Hungary still unsatisfied- Perth presents credentials to the King 
Emp in ;November 16)- Hungary reprimanded- -‘Tunis Corsim, 
iNice, S:imy’ Chamlw-rhin to visit Rome All ready foi anion in 
Albania— Dure and Pop,— Ciarm in Budapest (Dec- nih-r t0-aa) 'k V;,,

Another disappointment in Spain.

O g t o u k k  1. Still some excitement this morning, hut r.l the se c n d  
magnitude. News from Prague that Berk has sent an ultimatum, ex­
piring at midday, lor the cession of the territory demanded. 1 he 
Czechs accept in principle, hut would 1 ih* a little time to picpare 
tliiiii's iii a scrolls fashion. 1 iiey cannot he hi.imed. 1 h e r e  i1 no justi­
fication 1 r this Polish irnpatici!' e they have waited twenty years, they 
can wait another da\ or two and avoid an in idem which might make 
,... situation dilhcult-again. 1 tedej ,hortcd in this senw to our Vmhassa- 
rlor in VVartaw and instt acted him to approach Bec k. I poke to tin 
Polish representative in Rome m ell.

France .111, ling land (iav< acted to > Ribhentrop,on the other hand, 
win is acluttlh out too pb in:d that r e .  rything has gone o smoothie,
1,.|< |>h,,„ • 1 in, 1 ■ say that he u ill mu make any nurtht in "  . maw 
la 1, altiiust u.i itiii;-'. the 1 l .st- r  u-t, I'lu. ultimatum is extended lot- 
one hour, at the end ol which l ’t te yields and the: ditlicuhy too is 
Solved. I ll, ,lli is h a t  ' I«• l ’o ', , have I .ecu' ue i ,iian: i;.eni hi eansr 
(I,, m ,1 ,* not jn\ 11 ■ 1 1 ' ; unit 11 and h< , 1 use the tear •> levive. • i th*
Four Power 1 1 I.

In the .dternoon ••• dipluin.it . Moon ; them I’eitli t" • m'hi t 
ea. e a Idol ah, m a remi,union <T« outlet in the near l " " " e .  ( rit.'ich, 
w „ ,, 1,. , v , , i icndly letter I'rtim St,.yadmu'. ieli "ill I lolla, " no
hrouydit with I'irrt Shigeinilsu,1 my old mil, ,1,11c in Shanghai, n honi I 

", s ,(il...|Mil tl,. v:e 1 ipaties'- Mi„o 1 '«'» "tT-; v.l,. 11 l Nui,,, ns
Italian .......uMiro* ,1 (.■  -«dr.l 1. 1 • -lime ot .... ns (.on,mu ; m • Inquiry

, hut, 111. Im.iiliti, ' Mumgli.-ii i ""-ign Mmnli r, fills A
I 7?
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saw manv yt::n •; ago in distinctly dramatic circumstances flcis 
now gou to L>c Ambassador in London.

O t rufUiR v“. T he Prince of Hesse explained to me, at the Euhrer't. 
behest, why tie. Munich meeting \\as followed by the codicil oi an 
Anglo-(Jarman cntnii'ilu-c. Chamlx rlain asked the FUhrcr for an 
interview and talked to him about tin possibility of a • onlercnc.c on 
Spain and also about an extraordinary proposal to abolish the bomber 
aircraft of the Lour Powers |.wV/1. finally he took a piece o f paper 
out if his pocket and put before the i 1 id.; x  a draft of the communique, 
which lie. declared to be neccssar to him for bis parliamentary 
pi itior. The Ffthrcr did not think In- could refuse And tlie 
Once, to whom 1 ielate.I this story, said to nut. 'Explanation arc 
superfluous. ' H i  do not. refuse a glass of lemonade t > a thirsty 
man.’

The Ducr ai.d i <" .uniwd the questa>n ol our telations t' itli London. 
After what tvas so <1 to Chamberlain at Munich there must be no delay 
I; petting negotiation., with Perth, t ain to end for him to-inorrow and 
official I \ communicate to him the v. >1 licit avval of the t t y o o t  ilunieers. 
Aft'-r which 1 shall bluntly ask him the question: are you now willing 
to implrn .a the Pact o f April >6? II they are, . much the better. If  
not, we must, each plat our own game. I he Durr a' • iclls nu to 
indicate that the ( .rand Council might repudiate tins .up cemciil, v hi. h 
has I ecu ..ailing too long lor it., consmimuition.

In i,t. evening 'he Him i.-.id to me ovei the telephone liijunnn.jiiti 
l)i/ih)i::itii(i iV>. 7t, on Ilwngai ..

O i/ i  oitl a j. Villa. ■ iski'd for out upporf in a. orleiu1 mg the ini 
piement.uion ol tin- Mtum It de« isiorei so lar as lbm gary is > oncerneil.
1 rum what he s.o I, and o\ at more from what, he did not say, it is ( f  at 
iliat the Iluiie'.ui.'n have des ns on Slovakia. An error, a pros; I'or, 
;,.ii ) p, r.imally in against it. l i e n  would lie rca . .m Inun Liar , 
ni.m „i, \ ugiislav. i, and Lcnn an y. besides, the Slovak don t w.int it. 
Arid il> •) i , no p o in t  i wing out on uipisti > m *'idci 1 ■ commit 
another.

1 had my eons > rsiition with P'.'th. I ' \.,u ' m vi.elion the I iicn
tgrerd with the Dm ■ I he irgumcnis ,n. so strong that Pc rtIt hinisell 

could not raise serious ibj*cl,iony. though !.'• tried to make i point 
..pioiu the question ol our .ter i : ■ i.• , I atlvi tcil hut) ""l to cis u new 
.i dicultir.s and to to the " nils ol our I -ruin' ag1'1' n 'mt I tmi-
lii me,I that It s u seless to talk ol it Confeiviii i ol b ’ln •*» "  bulhet isilt 
until rrlalioti. have heroine no’ iu.tl im It (hiiig l"How, but they 
i anil a jircewlc, the in tpliuuei cation ol the Pue.i. f * 11 f  I d.at a 
re ply, at lean in general icrntu, oon'lil • given *•«*<*•>*» ' )t 'tuber (i, ttf 
-Of- i.,rnnd Council will be in a position '•» review Int'b " -h- and ' dl
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to crystallize situations which hav. hitherto not been defined in 
diploniatie documents.1

F reccived the Brazilian, the Roumanian, and the Portuguese. ! 
telephoned to Pninas to say that, if a French Ambassador . to cotnr, it 
is bi tter it should not he Chamhrun, as the newspapers prophesy.
He was liquidated by the gossip about the non-existent friendship 
between the l'onlanges- :md the Duce and by the bullet which ..he 
planted in his backside

O C io n r.R  4. .Viter a few applications of minor importance, F 
received Perth, at his request. He wanted elucidation o f ceil in points 
in yesterday’s conversation, v iz .’ does Italy intend not to send more 
troops after the withdrawal of the '0,000, and is she prepared to 
promise not ’ o increase the number of the pilots and the aircraft on the 
Niuionelist rich :' The reply to die first question is obvious md t gate 
it ;,t once. O n the second question 1 reserved the decision for the l)uo:.
And 1 was right, because with good cause he rejected a promist which 
would do too mueli to weaken Franco’s position.

Prun .s telephoned the French de. ision about sending an Ambassador 
-  it seems it is Francois Poncct. The news leaves us more or !.■ •■  
indifferent. It is good tli.it the French have capitulated, but we don’t 
want certain Italians to get excited and enthusiastic: about it.

A certain Kwoi ehak,:1 ulr< ads known to me and tunv sent to me by 
lhi Duo-, pul before nn* die argun Tils in favour ol the union (it 
Slov akia with Hungary. I am susp’u 1 us of this idea. I lie Duce bkes 
the Hungarians, ill iai he says th at  they are tin; only people in Fiimpe 
wli un lie finds sympathetic. I rather distrust them. Vftci Slovakia it 
will Li the . urn oft 1m it la And the t i n m a n s ,  who do not cl." < to make 
a. b u n  l att.11 I: on 11 probl *m of ae outlet to tlie Adriatic v\ 111 hope to 
trace this path Ii > thrmsclvi . by means of tlie Magyars, who will 
rvemualb return I" their n  viiablc, traditional policy ol j.ivit.uing 
roiuc! Berlin. In tlie* little ma| , 1»i< 11 was shown to me yestirday 
Pin,ne Figured amour the diiiini. Thai is significant. It won’ t do 
,.„r 1 cal Iri ■ id>111p !'■  (vita lb Igrade.

t ),. , a 1.1. F informed \ iliac that in the even of 1 C !/••< h attack
, , | ; ,r wliti'ii''pc in Ian . 1 it ohi'.elv > cle out- lung.1 y eati • omit on 
• . ivliii.p iMimcdia' -lv mo lighters, w i l l  1' necissnrv p m 

dclci.d Hud ipp-si \Vf miked .'bout Slovakia Hungary - (ppetnes .10 
lK inil,, 1,id 111 " <.• bliuaiit. I o a unmeiided modeiiiliou. Viter*
w.„ds I draribetl to the Duce the . n lusiorw t came to yesterday

1 i mn,, ,| ..in or 11 word I' mi ll'is win"'. t..111 I .linn .011

*'' '11' , .. . .list, si .. ai.l Wn.i il.'il llic W. null' .i ■ < Ini util an ,
• " , ‘ :nl" a: m , , V,: 110111 "f I hill, w 1. I |i.null'll I"dl tii- t ..n’t uu iNci - *" !' . .

SC,,.,. ............... III,* mu Ii, < " f l " ‘
* I III 1 I .III!: il thi : linen* is ' 1111

X x 6 ' G0|̂ X
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my conversation with the Slovak propagandist (T have discovered 
that he is an ex-boxer in Magyat pay). The Duce agreed with me 
and ended by declaring that we. must strengthen our ties with 
Belgrade.

1 saw Perth and communicated the Chief's decisions to him.
Chvalkuvsky has been appointed Foreign Minister and is preparing 

to leave for P tag ut. He lias alway. been our friend and lias had <i t liar 
understanding of the situation. His programme now is to settle the 
dispute with the three, neighbouring states as rapidly as possible - after­
wards he wants definitely to enter die orbit of the Axis. ‘Friendship 
with the A xis-  intimacy with Rome': that was my advice, and he 
n< cepted the whole of it. Henceforth Prague must enter the horizontal 
Axis, which will have to reach from Rome at one end to Warsaw at the 
otla i ant1 whith, if it is really . tr ng, will make possible the existent e 
ol (lie vertical Axis. 1 accompanied the Minister to the Duce, who 
repeated to hint the tine advice. Chvalkuvsky said lltat he has 
always been < minced ol'the impossibility of assis'ance from France 
and I upland. Bohemia is completely unknown m England. G iv e ,  
when lit w as a student in London, lit w.e> given a violin to play at a pat ty 
simply because it was known that lie was a Czech. 1 here was a 
confusion of thought between Bohemians and gypsies. He is thinking 
now of going to Berlin in order to present himsell to the 1 illirct.

O c t o u i -.h (». Perth brought the British reply. In principle thri 
,a <a pt the implementation of the Pact alter the withdrawal of the 

.sooo men Bui ( .li.imberlain asks 'or a short breathing space. Hr 
does not want to pres< nt himself to the Cabinet, and subsequently to 
die House ol Common . with tin voids: ‘ Here you ate. I ike it ot 
leave it. Mussolini lias Used the date. At the moment, in spit. I the 
■ uli .a ( onfidrnce, his pinitinn has been shaken, and in thus, l in u m - 
i.un.iA it would heroin, iiiitena'ilc. He asks fot a delay until N'ovrmbri 

i | i. | >,i, r s In a ••• .1. lion to the English replv wasuitla.'durable, but 
In- « | (In I by cm.sei,n,ig to this. On the other hand , he naturalls d--s 
in,, intend to ,'i ' any assui auciwabout tin \ir Force am I :l a'uvitn

G r u n i l  t iou .u  it P r o b l e m  i , f  i f  - J i-v  B hI1h 1 l io t io  a n i l  1 . • . 'e iv on i  
spill,r  id dii  it l a v o t i i .  I In ol n r against. Pm lit ul.ti I) Boltai w h o
s u r p i  m e  by his il l i i ' i m - I'n ig ! I i • ipt  •••<•<!  ........* ni'l tgaltou ol

the nit asure. ' They will li.tU' us bn msc ivi I ■ < driven ilun. mil,
i l iey  vv ill despise u: if v let them in a g a i n .  ' 1,1 dl*n iuiinutor)
iin asures mean nothin g said hi Hucc to mi b e lo 'e n  'la • |nw*i Ins.
’ I lie i. a, • on nit thing is to niist tin p ibleui Ami "" a mi ha now
la i n inoculated into the blooi ol the Indian* It ■ dl continue to
uieulntc and to develop of it n accord. So, even if I am conciliatory 
to-night, I shall lie very i.n.i'ii v ia  n l p e p a rc  die lu
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> ^ . • 2 ^ 0 o t o b r.r  7. I communicated our reply to Penh, No particular 
reaction. Barring surprises, I believe the Pact is non on the way to 
ratification in the course ol' the next few weeks.

Grand Council The Chamber of the Fasces and the Corporations'
"  as dis ussed. No particularly interesting t ontributions to the debate.
The LJuce made a veiled allusion to the Albanian project: f was born 
never to leave the Italians in peace. First Africa, now Spain, to-morrow 
something else. ! he Grand Council applauded.

Fixed our position with respect to the Polish-Hungarian claims.
They can have Slovakia— the Slovaks must have full liberty to decide 
and may eithci stay with Pra ;uc or become autonomous. A  common 
honticr between Hungary and Poland can be secured in Sub-Car­
pathian Russia. It seems, however,.that Berlin is preparing to make 
difTii • lit ie- about this solution too. This, from a German point of view,
Is logical. But I fail to understand the opposition of komnmia.
Grained that henccfor»11 C/echoslovaki.t is t c  more than m appendix 
"I < ii nnans, are the dc..r Roumanians really so keen to has r a ronim. m 
frontier w i' li the Cennnns:’ Surely they understand that contact be­
ta. , n Poland and Hungary would in fact be a barri adc protecting them, 
h oi to, situated as we arc, this Is a very dclit ate thing to tell them.

t)i io h i  r 11, Villani enumerated Hungary's territoiial wishes: the 
Magyar areas, Sub-Cat]' ithiau Russia, and a plebiscite for the Slovak 
Bui report' from Berlin make it cleat that Gei many will stubbornly 
oppose the 1 css 1 a of any area' not touching the front' rs.
' 1 math a lent and successful speech at the Grand Council about the 

in ternal iou.il .Itnation. I In Dili e, who list ucd with the most pr.ilbnnd 
attention, described as 'interesting, pr« 1 ise, and sometimes dium.iiir’ 
the rcpi a 1 oi C lomradc t liiwi. >.

0  totiKt-' i). Hie I hue telephoned to tell me that he Tmm I my 
te p o r t  briMiai ' and that It was err, much nnpm.i.ilrd by the Grand 
Council.

To I'll lienee, and afterwards to lUme a Moriano with Fdda and 
( in ( ino.

* ’* #>h * '■  1 11' J Nii?ir; iri . in vJi111 k  i !i, 1., l)c(*ii clniin.'tI..JH1/, l l i r
,11! ii.-.i uni  diul  » \ 11 t.ill . in ■ (>' cm. . 1,| 1 in»l»Ui/alion I <|«u i In h e . .  if 
1 ft* • • >1( I MIC til J.M «.tl. I ll . | (  vlMl l ( M 11 1. in.sitlt ( . ' 1*1 J i »J- »vak I J l  •

\"|n sen' 'int» rU-lKcr I In % Ii ivr i I’oj mc<I n ami tin I’ I* s
1 is S. i 1 In' (Jr.i 'ii.i •' fh«’> ilniVt T  n l  tii'-ui lo o  m u ch

1 ■' it*k-. ' I: . M l •' 1 11 '* M m.A,if . f. f ' .| .! I.r tilt'!, ) n ,, lx Clliaiult, j
<"'( •i. j tit'i *. * uli .lii'l < t<l hi ,1 itii,il«iii',| fnii i (lull) |in* l .t t t iJavi ill,- |.,V

•/' t'UMfl‘41* tl .'Iff I lot 1 . Hi Mr.A] I |*l.il f AC. f All 11 I'V I I It.'tv ‘ Ill'll 111M t M| (| . | (
ftlitl tin ( n 1 "I U ; 1 , COl"!'• '.rd I 'lx I 1 (he ,\afln d 4 t c i r i l  .1 | 1HHl

'1 /Hill »‘f 11II ‘V.l lit* 111 I ( iHIHt 11 .tl (.’lit 'OlMlioriH, .til till ft I • ' IK.lull!.If ( ' 1 v Ml .|,J, ,,,
fl»« i .wt is! Pnity.
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j accompnni -d Grandi t<. the Duce— nothing strilc'mp; iri the conver­

sation. Then the Duce talked to me about Dc Vccchi. 'M y  idea may 
seem to you Mchistonhelran, he said, ‘but this is what wc must do. 
Where vi a l have pul Dc Vccchi.be ha: always created a mass ol trouble 
Re has rievrr succeeded in anything. He is now doing very badly in 
Rhode .. Never mind. He must be encouraged to do even worse. I h 
must be made to feel that his wmk is approved and his path must be 

..(i until sooner or later he s lip . up so grossly, so unmistakably, that 
e v e n  without others passing judgment on him he will see lor himself 
that he is liquidated. And then 1 shall have him oil my hands for ever.’

O c t  our. i’ n .  I received a long procession of people in the moiim.i/., 
lull there vvei no irnporlailt conversations, except an e x c h a n g e  ol 
views with l'icrrc I.yautcy, 1 whom 1 have knowii for a long time and to

1 ,rn r can tpi ak frankly. 1 told him ofth e  Ini ter inline ice exerted 
by the French press on relations between the two countries— it has noi 
yrt begun to understand the Fascist psychology, still lest ih u ol Musso­
lini. It is always the. one thing in a thousand likely to make the Duce 
furious which gels pi ni tie headline'; lv.en the altnosphiit ol 
Munich has been very rapidly spoilt by the Ficnth press

I took Hesse I hr Duce. He to! I us about a urmar fu ol T’onert in 
Dc,lir a Franro-CJerinan agreement on the bn-s ol 'hat concluded 
w th London. He also talked about a possible pact for consultation 
Ik-iw i ' n the four powers, u. come into play if war threaten; tn F'm.pe.
W. «Vi our approval on twb condition*; that our relation with hne 
| „ n lira 11 gill.u 1/ed by the implement "ion ol I he 1' wt "I - V  ’ I

nd that Poland is also in died. We i< av, it to I ran--, and RngUnd, tl
they want to, to show her I he door. I he; , .,n iu« ur the odium a it. 
Yugoslavia does not aspire to lonn part of the Kuropean diru i.irate, 
a /y.tdinovi' h d' cribcd himself as le coq qui chant? mr scm jm in  Ami 
his fuiniii i the Balkans.

i i  I he id i u * told me->v» r the teleplii'U' th • veiling;
to la ni;.' p i c  me to brat a, f  ram e fot lb madiu.e eeva.JI. to < h. 
Mam..,.': of the areas will, a clear fb.ne trial, majority. •' '»■  „

Urd by |)\I Military Mtaeb.', who also mlmm. 1':" "  
Budapest's intentinn to mobilise to morrow, il the C/rnlr, |>-rs,s. m
d in ,  ob IrocUoliisl Iii.imi'iives. Ml anw lule 1 liavi l ' ' » nl 1 J 1 " r’’ 'v 
. , ign M inister, Ghvalkovshy, has gom to Berlin anil on to Bnclib.m

-V V Kadeu ...... rd I to plac e him.., If under the «ni|.le but not d,s„ l - im ed
wings ..I l inin'

I „  , mil .. , Sen ggl brought me a | "axonal wrmnv> Iron, King
ad also lell rnr a note abou. -he decimation ‘vim h hr has b. 'll 

oM;,., d to malm. It amounts to this. Alb-m . m now in Italy's hands.
. a I .'in Ii oglu aval, nitircniHut >... M-ireh..l l .yimtey
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11 :ily controls every scctci o f  tin national activity the King is 
' ‘.'■ voted. I he people are grateful. W hy do you want anything more:’ 
l ’his question was not asked, but it was the real reason lor the conveisa- 
ti m. I was kind anti a liable. Tips cheered him up. He war. particu­
larly appiecialive when J told him, with emphasis on ever, word, that 
1 have great ympathy for him and that in any eventuality l eg.ini him 
a- our man. We must hurry up with Albania, f received Prampo’ ini, 
v ie brought me his m igni'iccnt report on the 1 cclamatinu ni the 
eountiv as a hole, lh  i. enthusiastic about what lie has seen, l ie  
considers the 1 nasial areas to be very superior to our- ami, without 
evwgcruled npiiinisni, he believes that iron) the reclaimed di-i 1 icls 
aim ■ wr shall be able to import here --.’00,000 t- ns o f corn.

I’.-rth prop* ,es to send his Military Alt.:. I e to Naples to be presi ni at 
dii-discmb nkation of the ’ olunteci, retuinin , trom Spain. No objec­
ts n in princip'e on our r a n  so long' as the thing is n •< lul to Ohamber- 
iuin tor the pa-.litunentary debates, which h- >1. like being m v i e .

\ illatli ettinted to the charge over die unspecified Huneatia 1 
demands. T he truth is that they would like to I ,.ve Slovakia, Kuthema, 
e\ ' 1; thing— to create, in fact, mosaic state No. 3. I hey don’ t dare : ay 
so— because dn y are afr.ud o f Get many. Villnni told me that Viusso- 
liie advise - s.-.iho1 that they should mobilize. 1 this true '

O c t -iui-.it i.j lies n.ts asked irt the Fiihrer ;-> name whether 
( iei rnati) m;tv make a d< - hit iti -n to l-rant e on the lines ol that made 
In r.ngland. No obj - lion on our part, e-penally as it will have the 
rile t - ’’ tvingu. m edian - ' mantvuvic with in  .u’d i o  Paris.

tu n w im  1. n uoii bet. -ecu Ihidapesl .aid Prague. N< ■ >tiatim 1. I n - e 
been btoken - li ! Iiiuv.ary h in r u m  ol mobilizin'-. <.'• tint Csaltv" 
lia.> arrived lie)e l ie emileis with lie and the Due- He want' "Ur 
s,on linn Inr their uml lilizatid and our support lot the immediate
summorting ol a Cnelennee of tie.- hair power:. He ia very cx .... I.
a(;.r!'M the tjerieans p tieularly. He a* 1 tea-* tin Reieh ol having 
p< 'milled Prague t - -.'.illen against llum; - i- (!/ei hosluval-ia is imw 
a 1 ,i-i man \ in if- loiale, v inch Merlin intend, to 11: e in -a del In u'n eii 
» if, nan pivssui1 n,, U -unu. i;.- .in-1 n llunga.y herself. I k  -.- that 
sin* >• oil a.T.di -- d its tlui ;ary, < ieri m i> polity ha-* ih.im.eil and 
Is 1 H , -n ,11.; in aippni1 able '1 lav ev< t h >  Coin I IK h b e l -  - ' w c • 
mu . .K ts  n- hi a l ’s'tubed ' e shall die u> the last man.'

In , ,111, 1 on e with I lie 1 imtgari.m t • mie.-.i -\> otervei" ill I .olid nu 
P:,, j am| Drilin 111 -upp -t t -if the proposal h a eol'a ' ' 1 1 • ■
h| ica I . Hie I’olish \unbas udor and the Yugoitlav M mister m order- 10 

nvo 1I1M11 ult si mat ions. 1 .ni I sin failed t«- the ti lephom- by
' ( . 1 ... I I X .I'm. 11 :.|| i:«i Ntl l i lai" \l l .ulu‘  ill I' -I'll-.
( „i,u h.mia C.i .1 v '•in .1/. it 1.1 II- <•> I - i o->i Mnn.try. I 

Mini- 1, t

' G°tfcN,
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--^ ib l; ,m trop . As was to bo expected, the Germans are against a con­
ference. ' H a y  sav that there will be opposition from France and 
England, and that it is more advisable to act behind the scenes. As 
1 remain firm, Ribbentrop ends nevertheless by coming round to the 
pro] al. Ho sever, Csaky tomes to see me again. Budapest is worried 
|,y the atiitude of Berlin. After all that they have solicited and obtained 
lho\ evidently leel embarrassed about us. but they now prefer not to 
anno', the ( .n  mans and to abandon the idea ofatonletcnee.aid  stick to 
direct nfyoti.tlions. I'm m a  thing Hitler has said that lie has uuw 
(], m< iliili/ed and that h<- docs not intend to la< e another r i isis. i go to 

V Duet at the Villa Torloni.'. We put a good face on it and give onr 
approval to the < Jt-tman idea. But this is the first time we have allowed 
• air,elves to be taken in tow and I am not .1 till pleased.

D o l  our r  1 ,. The Dure, wig lias evidently found yesterday’s 
events hard to digest, telephones to me to propose m the Germans
making identical , 'm-rchr in Prague and in lb dapest, inviting, the.......>
tGovernments to resume direct negotiations. he; will explain, at least 
in pan, our change o f front yesterday. Ribbentrop opposes the idea 

lie s;.ys that a dhvtreh  of this kind might have tin appearance of 
pressure ,  which would be dangerous in he present phase He asks m 

to ive our support in Prague to the Hungarian demands of 
■ a u rdav, whir are .imply the old demands less Bratislava, which 
1 In; Herman: aie v r ,  keen on. J he 1 luce consents.

Csaky eoroe. to sav gond-bye and asks tuc to intervene in l ia g u e  
. h a request for clemency fa t  the forty Hungarian rebels who were 

1 akeu pt iron,' i by the <Jzet lis in Rut hern a . 1 In v a i l  belong to 1 he 1 ;.;ht ■ 
il they .i.aa hanged, ray. (Takt,  ii would err te so many martyrs ol 
Pie opposition parties and the position of Imreoy, who has telephoned 
.1 ,ut the matter, would In l.aken to a very dangerous ilcfiuc. I 

n <i iipone ... Piague. In the afternoon JTansoni repoiis dial ih < ’-'cch 
< •ovenimrni ha" received 1 ur ihnuircht m the most irirndly spirt' and 
t ..it 1 l,e | Inn)' iiian prisoners will be spared I b in ■ n h wc an ark 
Ini . nstliing m Piague in the. a n . d u l y  ol being; listened to.

A l la  I I . . .  mg read n port, from Pol,md. the. lJuec told me to ini aim 
|t,-r|in 111,11 m- ire i.m al dl kc-t on a common Jioime.r l u w e i o  
Poland and I lm r\. l ie  thinks that it would be quire vnlucles md 
lit. I any .illeuipt at ii.i ,m  irelenu nt of Herman' is not just stupid,
Inn alwolutdy ridiculous

1 in.id.- the i.oniinuuf ation but I mill 111 ■ • I, >• mr pari I would 
ha . hi n vei v glad to m i Hungary and Poland knit to < t 1 '' I de is
•oil,, a n d  m a r  h a r e  n t n u y s u r p  1 in d o i 'c  lol  u'i.

( 11 • 1 s it ir u ih. i\oi hing, . • I’thy ol n"li , cxi ept a I 11 . on, ••i-.’ iinii
will, the D u r e ,  ill die course of which 1 handed Imp Pi.iinpolini s
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in reclamation in Albania and suggested making a start as soon 
ns possible with the reclamation of Durazzo, the part of the scheme 

.which is most economically valuable, most spectacular, and most usetu! 
for military purposes. If will also serve to soothe the not unjustiln-d 
anxieties of King Zog.

O c t o h e k  17. I announced to Blonde! our agrdmenl lor Frantvis- 
Ponret. ITe asked me when tee will appoint an Ambassador in Paris, 
bus I gave him very l id le encouragement and dropped the subject.

1 received Yilhini, who expounded Hungary's desires to me. Prague 
must make a Concrete offer. Such an offer will be examined by 
Budapest, but fresh negotiations will not be commenced. If the offer 
appears satisfactory, it will be accepted. If not, the Axis powers can 
function as arbitrators.

J n lepltoned to Prague to express I" Chvalkovsky our support of 
these llungaiian desires.

O c t o b e r  18. Review of the Police--very successful. By romp.tri- 
son with 'hose of previous years it shows further progress.

No new political developments.
(hand Council a Ion"; report from Starace anti a verv brilliant 

summing-up from the Jhice 'lie described the Vatican as anti-Calholir 
and the ghetto as Catliolit, and aid that all lilt l ’inses haw; brought 
uuslbrtunc to the Church. He said I the present Pius that lie ‘will 
leave behind him .1 huger heap ot ruins ill m am P ipe l» ior< him'
\ disi onneeted spiv, h from 1 )e Vecclii, u hieh tilled the assembly v, ith 
mirth. Instead of realizing w hat .a happen ini', lie thought he was 
having a •m-i'.'I suece.s and let himself go, talking nonsense and using , 
l.m n.tge vaiii h in have no precede 11 in a p 111; a I assembly.

Oi in a e l a I lie Dia e lias e.-,ie f  K . ai i.n.uia. '['here is nothin:', 
lie. . Fian ini Inis tu.ttle the drm-.ifhe in I’r.gue. Bet he 111.0 haw mi 
r.»rln r too I*" by i"i uing straight .o-." the possibility "I \sei 
mediation, t l isa lk".ks \\ as apparently b 1pi <■ ned. I nidi. 11• v 1 'In. to 
Vill mi an In; t'unk • evei >'tIliroj is going well.

Sercggi on b ■ Cep.w lure tor Albania, was give 11 ail  a out an  1 ol «•*»»* 
li i e i i ' !lv < "llabui .itioi 1 m  1 a pi m i  a  that we will do s o m i  thing in die 
1 naMer of ret, la w at ion. I has . in (at I pr .posed to the I >uce, who a ll  
has Pryiupolillib pi ijeel '■  him , that we should nnin aiiu'’ ' set to 
Work in tie plant "I H ". • ;p. •.«. h< f lares« an lie m  tanned 1 here at
. m s 1 of less than jo 'iii'ii lne. This w  II serve 1 • •••the Alb unan 
illixiel 11 ivi U : 111 . 11 11 ia I pei.p.i 1 at a in lor our ss ■* I' ill die III! lire.
A n d  a w i l l  als i s c  1 e a r a l . u r y  p m  p o > e , . 00 .li.seniiMrk.ilioii  m li . r ,v  

wil l  ha . e to  l.i' Basel I mi I k n .  v n  a m i its immediate vi' i u i ly .  IV, uu  the  
p,.\ 1 Inibuu 1 al ] jianl ol v ' 1 ■ '.s' i■ 111 11 is a go. .a hiu  t 1 at \Iio.v ■ a 1 ai la n d
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Alba: ia, bot li soldiers and civilians, si •uld feel that they h a w  come 
to a healthy and fertile land and not to a desolate, swamp. A  better 
impression ol this kind might have produced a different story in torn 
and we might have committed ourselves more whole-heartedly.

O c r o i t K R  20. 1 was called <• the telephone by Ribbcntrop last 
n h c told ine a long story ol how lie had received the Slovak and 
R a i lamia,, irpi > i.ulivt . and, settled with the n a last plan to submit 
to r.udapt v . T he German Minister vill now receive orders.to approach
K .u o a  and n e o n  mend strongly the aeeeptauc< o f  the plan by the 
Hungarians. 1 melt, though I had no proof of it that the plan is bad 
from the Hungarian point of vie - Ribbcntrop was reticent and, when 
I mentioned the common frontier between Poland and Hungary, lie 
wti ded out of the '.subject. The Once doe- not intend to bring pressure
m. bear on Budapest. 1 said as much to Vilfani: ‘ I f  you accept tin plan, 
which may be called a O r m a n  plan, good— we arc satisfied. II not, 
let us know what we ( an do for you.

T went to Naples to recei e the legionaries from Spain. T hey loc k 
very tough and not at ill tired by their long campaign in a foreign 
country. I lie population received them well, but not with the varmth 
which 1 should have expected I he King, with whom I drove through 
the ii ; at .1 with \vl...nt I had a talk at tin Palace w; s afi tost 
indifferent ind had not a word of human warmth lor the legionaries.
He regards to-day'a event as pan o f  the common run of ceremontM 
m V h i 'h  he IS wil ed to take pan. He talked mostly about Cora, whom 
he docs not want to tcm.tin as Prcf-ct o f  the Palm e, and asked me to 
take it up< it myself to liquidate him Not much about politics Hr

tl),|y reaffirm, d hi. si.ptir.al allitud. to the (hrinans. vhom lie 
rrranU  »i.. t r n i  Ihm and d-u^'roti' and lii* syiupalhv i<u * it 

dish, who kii'iw l o w  to stand by their agreements, jn.st a” '•'»
I fni slnn c V in o  11 did.

O ,  R „| 1 ,  I\ in ilie morning N'iUcmi informed “ "• 'hr.
di »umI inn) ind ■■ nation «»f the 1 b«iu'.ti Kins nvrr tin C/< ■ l* I’* '! * ^
'I ,, (Ill,, usted v idi I ;■  I I,limy, bri .him- die < fi i mans have ‘ ••ad i»
drill that this proposal is t■■ be th- end o f  their d W w  me, 
arid lie -lie Indignant with 'he ( bech* for d in ' ' 1 11
(own* out Ol till M a / a i  .lain... Now v.h.le the I lungai lans aif 
prepared to i oinpi oufi over Bratislavn and Nitra, du . ao 11 M o<

(h, towns i„  tin castei u a r c .  parlic lar l-  !<>«*»«- ...... »">
not ret- •iilice will-" a provoking a rr\ Im1" "  11

Then plan is to ask for tht m bit,a.too ol .1 • Axis lor < ■ ' weSn an ar-a,
tint ol tbi '.si pfilS Pei,ind fill tie east.  II, a'M. 1 < c | • I s l " i .l»J* U .
; (u. |, , . I I,, • ,; ,(i-1, bu . „ i wd let i i ' i ”. d.< pulse Ol • iermnny |  
beleve PoUtuI it invited
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V<n5^ «jTra',; Barzini junior,1 and gave him some details to use in t..,- Italian 
chapter if a hook called l<out D e n , which describes the culminating 
day. of the Czech crisis.

The Polish Ambassador, on receipt o f  information from Budapest, 
wanted to know what we think about the arbitration. I told him. 
Wieniawa is a ...n airy general, not without brilliance, hut ,111 an to eurislt 
diplomat. He has. however, the great m< rit o f  hein;; con i •• and 
prompt. When 1 praised him fc.r this, he replied ‘ You can los< every­
thing else in lif and get it back again, even a woman, but not time '
1 f< also v. 1 o me news of the negative results of Bcek’s : isit to Roumania.

\ nil M a r l a  c m ,  0.1 Rihbcntrop's instnn tv 11s, brought me a map 
shooing tl 0 C/erli pi op .sals. It is clear that the Ccrmaiv arc a,tin 
on behalf nf Pi ague. l ie  didn’t like it -.vhe > I informed him cx.u’tb 
what the position is. He made a particularly wry face at the idr 1 of 
bunging in Poland, which was entirely new to him.

Hotta is leaving Koim-, I congratulated him on tin victory at 
( kin ton. l lo lta  i a good sort 1 ait rather cold and timid and hr dot not 
belong to tin new a. White we wen- working at the triangle policy, 
hr went on talking to me about London. . .

O t  r o n r R  gg, Kibbentrop telephoned from Municjh ahout the 
pi 1 jiosal o Axi' art•. i.iti- u. He 1- against it, but hi, argument' an 
■ imply dust in our ey< .. 1 he u ntil i dull In: intends to pr itect G/< < ho- 
shnakia as (at a . la can and m  'bee th«- ambitions, ev< 11 the legitimate 
ambitions, of Hungai g li hi- view arbitration is dangerous bccaiiM it 

ill end b\ s.i 1 isj\ i ig neid - r J’l.if u* 1 u 1 Budapest an I b obliging us 
10 h.c e !.-ion 1 s' 10 finer 11. 11,'ri in put on 1 d< 1 is ions into r libel. I his,
I told Jiim, may be ruled out, as e r ’ mration imp!is-1 die pi e> ions consent 
of the pin l ie : to «u 1 pt it- result- He bad a lot to s iv against the
1 bn.....1 i.ms, win m b  . . 1 mes o! h.v. ing 1 hanged llieir • uds ,11 ei the
d e a l .  Itm Inis 'l it  as In o  he will never ipial the hostilitv the ! Inn-

garians li 1 I li" I " “ I le ’.' ill tel, oliom a 1.0n p 1 r .. oiileri mg > ilh
I lit h 1 -lie > i-ni itiiieil t ie  pos- fi l ity  n a C  ii.iit k e of Four, tin ugh ii 
v a , lie w Iv  r Ins1 d 1" 1 * m, . .lei ; I a week ago!

( loo.ic (ire-,elite die with phim  ■ In /.ulo'iga 1.3 a i't lr- *«>t the 
('..onlillo, \ h itidsot ie ml mm n , .. uvrub of the win in Spam:
Ml i’ ( driest t f | '  o . with 1 Iambi .ipr barkgionnd lull "I w o and
Ha mm.

t,) 1111 an 1 in I learnt hunt tin Roumanian Minister <>l thi m xiny 
nl Ins ( "in 111 \, (lesjK ' '.leb. serf mg I ' in sfnp .. o . i Us I" r.o'ap. in al
li-.iM prui"i i ell ftian lIw soinbi threat oi (u iinani''

Phe l a i  has i■ *t 1 1 ■ * n ■ vo a ,, i i w i■ li t!i i e I.utiio ,on ol i lu*
1 ii a ., ■ i fa  n, on the I1 :l bank ol the Ar/.rn

1 1 IIIf Bill dll 11>I .1 (St o I i i l i t " !  I l l l f  t . O*if tlrllil s i
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X X '  O c  roi< i . r  23. Villani was pleading his country’s cause to me ;u an 
early hour. He wants us to insist about the arbitration with the 
Germans, because he is certain that without pressure from us the- will 
put spokes in the wheels once more. ft  nsion between Hungary and 
( a mam.' Is acute, though both parties are making efforts to conceal it. 

both a c c u s e  each (.liter of telling lies about the three eastern
1., 'vns of Kav-n. Ungvar, and Munkacs. Tn support of their thesis the 
Hungarians 1 itc the testimony of no less a person than the German 
Minisirt in ltiulap* I though for obvious reasons it cannot be made 
pi il>li<. Villani s p o k e  vrr> bitterly about Germany. He is worried about 
the fate of the Imredy Cabinet and fears it may be succeeded by 
S'/nlasi,1 uliom he describes as an agent in the pay of Berlin.

liibbentrop lelepboned in the evening. He repeated, as from the 
1 ,uth of tie 1 uhrer, what he had said himself last night. He does not 
waul th< arbitration, which would oblige him to show himself in he. 
true colours to the Hungarians. He asked me if he may come to Rome 
.it the end of the week to confer with the Dace and with me in person.
I replied that he may. What is lie up to.J 1 distrust Ribbentiop's 
initiatives. He is ain, frivolous, and loquacious. The Ducc says you 
01 j 1 v have to look at. his head to .,ec that he has a little brain. And he 
i, v n v  la. ties:, lit tin e Icleplione calls of the last few days he ha.. 
b haved in a manner whi« h I timl very offensive- ilways trying to 
impose his point ol view. It has to be put up with at the moment. But 
Minuet or later we shall have to <11 a halt to litis tendency to a new 
political technique . I mu/s a UUpho-n-.

O o r t ) 1 i . r  2.). A  short talk with the Role, who had noil tig to tell 
me and nothing to ask

1 . irilmned to 'in it  ial Berti that he i to be replaced in Spain, and 
1„ , , m« d more than a lit tit tpset. What vexes him more than him.wo 
, 1 ,  ,vul is the appoint 1 nee 1 ol Gambarj. with whom he lias had 
<■ (,[ M ill (lisa (reem' iils. \nd to think that it is just this Irieti. at whir h 
H u lu n  d m e  to propose Gambara appointmetii.

I aw tin 1 lute all( i <111 interval ol four tlay - lb  i.\ annoyed ly, the 
chopping and changing of the lV.ef.hs and die Hungarians and has 

i'-.-i, ,,(• ii, .riK.ttiitUi to l.lkf lip a po.ition delimit !y ..g.inr-' die ■ I bill 
Kuthetna. is the fit mli press h hfet giving tin a iit iG uinan 

tlavonr to (hi attempt ' i re ue a mniiniiii Ironlier hi tween l . I ami 
a n d  Hunt, 111 wants .1 legal pile m oil whither dli pt'ojei led
annexation ol I line eiin giv. lie Lnglh.li .1 p.first I" raise dillinillie'. 
about the i.iiilitaiion of tie agreement, to width, .e says, I alttibut' 
no impe.i 1.111(1, but it is desired by tin full existing hall million ol 
cowardly If .urgent*, agae.-i whom 1 .on . line t«> * f  •" mmiot my

' t . , 01, Svnlif.i, Iru l'T  ol tin pm A n d  Ih m y . i in to r  Arrow l e a  I'ati, He k m

1.. i.|.-no (1 In lln> r  yl'.n leiJ.rU -111111 !•* m . |n lv  ' i t ' ' -



x  liirf cl wave.’ He talked about some ideas of his lor a Pact of Five with 
a reduction of armaments, which would bring war back to a mon- 
heroic level by eliminating everything that is too complex and media 
nical. The practical lcsull would he to limit those .turn which arc too 
expensive for us.

The Belgian Ambassador brought me a decoration and the I Uni­
tarian brought me his customary expressions of gratitude. Bn. we an ­
no further forward with the negotiations.

Long com e-,, tionwith RulTarini,who rnisedagreat hullabaloo about 
what he con- idci .-> dr-dangerous hegemony of the Party over all sectors of 
the national lift II*- ■ laggi-t ate-;, but then is .something in what he '.avs.

O c t o b e r  .-•5. Pirelli runs true to limn - lie came to me to break 
a lance about tin- immedim . sending of an Anrbassadoi to Paris, on 
the grounds that tlu: French have made a hue gesture'. ‘There you 
have the cowardly and dis.-ustiug bourgeoisie,’ said the Due.", when 
I toil I him, ‘against whom I am going to launch my third wave in my 
speech to the National Council of Fascism to-day.’

The Duet- received the Spanish Ambassador, who presented him 
with a Ciruit'l Collar. He reaffirmed Ills nncompromisiu; views about 
Spain. To 1 aiog the war to a viet'uions coin lusion tin air, pa\ in;; tin- 
way lor an imperial anil heroic Spain —to ui i it by mediation means 
precipitating the country ii*t<> tin condition in which it was when 
Calvo S o t e l o 1 was assassinated and the crisis began, l ie  a f o  pledged 
himself to give lurther assist mcr to Franco in the firm ol arm: and 
supplies- -but in hiiure m >t. in the form of men, in the lit si pint e be. nise 
tin-) ue ne»t liselul .’.nil a lso  Ik ( .ore we are sliictly watched and at) 
dispatih ol volenti »-ts wouM pi. u  ns in a ilitli.ailt p. sit ion with the 
Kitglisli. 11 nv, sei the Duct* concluded, the enn s at hand: the IT ds 
will vie I 1 pet i in 1 is not it oner, but be I ore long, lor the defeat . 1 Prague 
m 1! ; in • ii.ihle ih'- ecu it o: Bareelona too.  An 1 a militate ■ ii imy 
will give Ft .tut - the prestige .necessary for gov-'niug, e in the < a .- ol 
Mi  .l.ila Ki-iital, who h a .  l i v ed for  twenty years on the undisputed 
mem ol  bavin-.- liber..led hi: l o t i n u y  by f or c e  o f  arms.

Bullanni c time to In u.-h Ins - 11:1m 1 ,1 1...usl St.trai c . A.t 11 uilmg to
line. Si. 1.. 1- i-, plaeing tin- mmtry miilei a leaden 1 loa.k ol piisonal
ami *ei l;u i.iti iwaimv, and it is here dim v\i- must lock l**i iht pruteipal 

r.i: . •' o '.ih-. icss ami lack ol enthusiasm in ui.ui) seitnr.s * • the
............... I i,!i.. | :iiii li' 1 o it p o s it io n  to judgi  , littl th ere  is no d o u b t  that
evo , h'nlv who gee die chillirc to do ;.. says somethin ol tie kittll 
1 iia ,1 u-.tfc is ,1 ui,h dis ii i d is a fuel 'I he Party is no In a healthy 

m.U*- an.1. on  die p'l tcM ol ile.pet onali, ilmn it has become more 
p c  .otta 1 than over betoie li e Si.n-.t* 1 b.i ilso in.in <|Uiililici, It • is

1 .. ,,.u 1,, a i«.1 ui, r nidi uviim M inim i el I'iunm-i-. *s imuilnu-ll on
|ui ,,,, ii",,. il.a, w o a 111, .... , bulk'-1,111 111 Spun! ii \iu i, , i . ,,

( f ( W )  V (fiT
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<IL' - i ,  rood organizer, In: gets things clone, and he is, probably, loyal. In 
any rase there is nothing to be clone at the moment. The Duce proi . r i 
hun wadi drawn sword. In due course vve ■ tall see.

( roi  i.n 'iG. At the Giand Council last night there was a lively 
debate on Halbo's propo al to giant lull citizenship to the Arabs. It is 
easv to recognize here a Hat contradiction of our racial policy. The real 
Party men, like l-'.irii- art, iterate, and A !11.■ ,.. did not hesitate to 
oppose the proposal. Nor did 1. Ihe projo t iias been shelved and w ill 
la- presented again in a very dilfercnt garb. Ii is interesting to observe 
hoi ;mii-Balbo the Granti Council n I he mere fact that the measure 
had assumed a 1'albian ehaiactcr .ran enough to produce a solid 
phalanx of opposition. I

I gate Senator Pratnpolini confirmution ol his instructions io start 
work on the icclamatina ot the Durnz/o plain, on the h it and later on 
the right bark o ft  lie River Arzen. Apart from the advantages I have 
enunvratrd earlier, the plan lias the very important one that it permits 
us to ruin entente two legions of labourer., who can Idrtn the bridge­
head of tlu landing.

Received !'■  Tger-Wal.lencgg, whom J hail not seen since the \n- 
v  hluss. ih  o serene and dignilied and very much a gentleman. Ht 
has no recriminations or regrets. He sees the situation with clarity: 
there arc still certain unplea.antae.sscs in Austria, but it will all settle 
down it thr end. D r  younger generation will be ,N a/a. The mom 

n  is ol.sta le is to be found in the light against ■< igion. He is going 
: i <u.,y in Italy. He wants, and indeed need., to w rk. I promised to 
help him, and I will as soon as I ran.

O i: i oni.H .17 Conversation with Ja omoni.1 O ur preparations in 
Albfu i i are gob ' ;d ail rapidly, so lapidly that we may have to 
advance our time-table, a.i tin alarm may have reached the circle,i 
round the King. Ihe opera " u c  beginning to lake shape cleaily, 
.MS'iarsinaiion ol the King ' 11 seems that —  will mulerta1 Ins I >r 
.1 rev. trd often  million-g -mis in th streets, descent from the moon 
tains ol ihe band wi can trust (pr&Ctie My all the fchiefs < •iijn the 
( lliirl of ilie K m c  irilie), appeal to Italy to intervene politieni >f|cl II 
nett ,nary m ill nlv, 'tfer t the iKrone In the King Isinpetor, and a

1 \ c i r  In Oi'- ,>nli|j*tn-i nl tlw Inilmn miilinu Wuli riyms! to In. n liireiHWs m ili<- 
pt ■■ c | ■ < ' 'll , III lit:, let »hl- 'ill. ill ■ lllllll' III I lie l'k "I Vl|'|'l v 11 ■« 1 z'l'li
, Alii .I ' l l . I ,  ' . in '".....I ' l l" I .m  i ................I I"  ' I ' l t ' i i l i  I"  I'"- 'ti.m. .........Ii
.•'iim .iioil in tin; ilaitv prom, . • nveynl > u» u ' iinmuinit anon In ■' I " 1' ' 1 oat ;
ll , . a  iVnui till If /  1 1 | . i  n g s t i r  In III, ' ll 't  .......... lu l l in '  V 111" K m  1 , , ,  i(..o

V- lu.li, y iil il , O', ,11, . a II. -I.il I I I* 111', III n 111. ■ |*  ......... ........... • U , ">' ' 1 V
*  vi'.lri). a ............ . M|.oa.l l ,/ .|ao ....... i ..... -If. <li«.l as i u ;0 u ow '"I'aimu.n

mu mill . ,.| Clan. I ...I ... tei  u utr •>., iti<.. -a.l.n..." aal'. i.'.t '«\i|..-.' • ■<
h , a ,„.|i. v . i f '  .. ..Im In,iiuni UHil Ilf ................  "• ‘i;» '» •«•>»

,i i | " i li t   .......... l i l t .  I„ ....... . III.. ' . I"<f '«:«) ■'■* I 1-' ,IN I ." ........• w l" ‘ l‘ > -■
, a r .M. u ,1 until ll" mun.fi,I al.i-11 It  er. .1 til* ■ tli.-aiui". frime. i



v later annexation. Jacomoni guarantees hat all this ran take j>lace
without trouble at a.mouth’s notice.

'I’he Ducc promises himself he will talk to Ribbentrop about the 
fight against Catholicism. ‘It is useless and idiotic,’ he said to me, ‘and 
it makes the Axis unpopular with the Catholic Italian masses. De 
Vccchi gave a long exposition at the Palazzo Venezia of the militar 
situation in the Dodecanese. It may be summed up as follows: the 
Navy is admirable, 1I10 Army is all right, the Air Force is hell. And 
I believe this goes lot the res: of the country too.

T h e  Japa.ncs< Military and Naval Attaches brought me a pact of 
triple alliance, . lenlical with that which Ribbenoop handed me in 
Munich. I am : ill inclined to put it into cold storage, particularly as 
Perth has secret^ informed me of the British dt clsi< n to implement the.
April Pan as from the middle of November. We must keep both doors 
open. An I'ninc - now would . lose, perhaps for ever, one of the two, 
mid that not the least important. I touched lightly on the subjet 1 with 
the Ducc, and lie seems to think as 1 do.

O c t o is or •->8. P ibb -ntrop lias in f  let come about the 11 iple military 
alliance. \V<- disci maid it straight at ay last night at the Chand Hotel, 
lie repeated the speeches he made here in May he has got the idea of 
tv.ti (ixci1 in his head; In wants war, hi., war. As lor precise marching 
orders. 1 it her he ha: 101 lcccived them or he does not tell us what they 
■ or  H< dm not name the. enemy nr indicate tin- objectives. But he 
"> mt-. w ir in the coin- 1 >1 the next three t I'oiii t r . fs .  f tv as cMicinrlv 
re-: - veil but 1 gave him to understand that wt still have nt I a t problems 
t" -olvc and p, l aps 01I1 corn options of the future organization ol 
inti" uutimial Id. K 'l  roi events have proved the (.real ■ -In 0: itv 
b 'lt  -en 1111 otabiai aan -i.iii . I In all 1 mu exist- in j> a lice. Why 
open tbc do- 1 !o rumour by j  )ja< the >ni\ conserjuen ' >1 tvhu li 
vsmilii f-r 1 a hi .■ tip.m a 1 hi odium i'l l'., tv-sinn;'

f /ei I;-Niagv.tr pues 1 ion. lie had not aj>picci.oed thep' ilic.tl impoi 
• ami 1 .t .\i a ; a rati' 11 A\ I told him, it sets tlie seal upon tin I n t 
1 li 11 ill I nun o lint 1.11 iiiHinauv lias coliap • I for 1 v er in 1 tan id a. 111 and 
P.-Phii I'.iii it*. g'c. aitii O'a 11, .1 ii.jhiii 'in. 1, M iriidl tt.srll. I may 
b 1 ■ t.onvi. d la: 1 fan n is hostile In dir I luiig.u'ians and ilel' iuli 
the c .iusi o| the ( A' > ' ilh .1 /. .it which can onlv be 1 ailed sli.miele.is

A . ant all'  ! a m I hi- in i min' t If icullii nied the ideas he 
t pci •.*., m .in it'd m addi> mi agc-etl f.!»'i.i tin* advisjbilitv of 
III i pi II;; I r II'I'O mill 'mat tor \ .

I i i" ■ ' d a. be Ducc. lit ig m  .up. ilu in*, cssiiy I. 1 irwt poning 
ton n;ii, d.o llu 1 .iiininliiii'ni "I ;ui alliance, '-hi'.h w■ mid be. mi>vt

npopillar 11. Italy, not Ic 1st on account of the ti tcnlnirnt ".-ainst 
< •'< rii. nit I'd In ilv* ".real latholic .11.>- . .. 'In Ducc talked about

V  V  v ^ y f i . 7 . ' O C T O B E R  2 7 , 19 ,*{ 8 >85 i j L i
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" - - 'f'rruK (. He explains French military heroism as produced by the 
instinct to delcnd individual property— laferme, la cave, l'argent. Fm 
the Italians war is a phenomenon of the defence of the frontiers--for the 
French, rich and miserly hoarders, it means the preservation of their 
own goods. T h a i  explains why the French are such good soldiers on 
the defensive.

1 he Hungarian Minister i awaiting with anxiety the results of the 
conversations with Kibbentrop. I received him for a moment at th 
Palazzo Chigi. 1 >bd not tell him all, as it would worry him beyond 
measure, but 1 gave him to understand that Herman resistance to the 
solution !-■ ■  ired by the Hungarians i- strong and that I shall have hard 
work to remove it. Kibbentrop now speaks with hostility, not only 
about the Magyar leaders, Imt about the whole people. An ugly sign. 
Very tie iy. But perhaps instructive. After fostering the friendship and 
the illusions of the Hungarians For twenty years, they abandon them 
■ nd e v i l  oppose them, when to help them means making a stn;ill 
sacrifice I have fought very strenuously. 11 the url>ination tal.es plat e,
I ('link it will succeed in snatching the three eastern towns from the 
Herman:;. But it will be a very h ml struggle.

The conversation <i trots took place at the Palazz Venezia in the 
afternoon. Minute made. Kibbentrop, who was perhaps expet ting u 
pure a nd t imple acceptance of t lie oiler oi an al tancc, w as taken a I .n k, 
so much so that the Dure instructed me to speak to lnm again .unr 
dinner, in order to empha/.ise that postponement does not mean refusal 
and that solidarity between the Axis powers is intal even without a 
v i ilu n d .; unient

l also had a talk with He te. It was a nasty sli ck to Rihbcntn.p 
when I alluded to the pact of consultation betwo n t l "  great pow- rs 
proposed to us by Hr sc m l l i t lc i ’s name on October tt.  • less*- now 
t onlii ius the thing and has given nv details— ht says he m 'rived  
instructions fioin Holing, in the Fiihier’s carriage and in his presence-,
iniHin; ihei- lii .1 c rii (o the Sudc.it ul.nul. It i:; extraordinary that the
Foreign Minister liould know n- >i I ting about it, huL tin is not the ,n t
liiru ihatii  - ip m d in ua'u any. It is yet a not I T p io o l t h  t d im  
are tveo mil ag-mist a trend in t si truce -H-uiu", v a n 'in g  olgaur/i- 
pea< e and Kibbentrop intending t- -iv|- ire lor wai.

/,li- i dinner I asked \ ill.mi to conn an I < r me at b"ii-c. - uu i
- i. i i hull ,. I- snrgt lions which I dunk in.-y be I l.c I LA I -- the
II - in arian cause. I ' n. illi i d l y , he hinted at tin poeo I" I tty •" pl-t< ing
Aosta on the Hmigai an ih one, ft would be interes'iiig * 1 > ' i ia in
vvhi the.r thci< n: anything serious behind this him.

O '- i  oni.it z<) I ’fir D- i c  wrote a brief note Ht the Vil la I <o loiiiu, 
r plying to (h  in u y on the questim. "1 1 he illiante, I he noli, acu  pi
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' ^ - i S ^ r i i i c i p l c ,  1 hough the date is postponed, a nd  establishes the p tir.r.ip le  
of an --Ifcnsive as w ell as defensive a llia n c e . H e  read it to R ibbentri>p  
this afternoon and gave h itn  a  copy. T o -d a y ’s conversation produced 
n o th ing new. A fterw ards R ib h c n tro p  cam e to the P alazzo  v l i ig i  and 
we fixed a few points about the V ie n n a  a rb itra tio n . l i e  defended the 
C z e c h  cause sword in  h an d  and contested the H u n g a ria n  c la im s ol 
te rrito ry w ith the sam e zeal w ith  w h ich  the G e rm a n s m ade c la im s (rom 
Prague at M u n ic h . H o w ever 1 get the im pression that, i f  we insist, we 
sh a ll have o ur ow n w ay over the three eastern towns.

O o T o n c k  ,0. A  v is it from  the H u n g a ria n s  to b r ie f m e lo r m y 
disc us.-uoni w ith  U ib b cn tro p  over the a rb itra tio n . T h e  deputation  was 
he aded by Co u n t 1 -terhaz.y, w hom  1 have met several tim es in  B u d a ­
pest and also in  T ir a n a ,  where lie  d istinguished h im s e lf : a d ance r o f
the < - erd.i. 1 d id  not know  tltai the leader of the M a g y a r m in o rity  
in  C ze ch o slo va k ia  was the satin KsU rhaz.y w hom  I had a d m ired  for his 
prowess a", a dancer, and I found it strange to be discussing frontiers 
an.,! w eighty prob'-m is w ith  h im . M y  a d m ira tio n , how ever, is rescrv eel 
it 1 the (iatmeurl A n d  this n o b lem an at the head ol the m ovem ent git cs 
me the key ter a ll the v a c illa t io n s, uncertainties, and fca is ol w hich  the 
l l i i i i  ;ai . r. ha • given prool in  recent weeks.

M or,-i of the co nversation: they w ould  be content it they coulel have
K.as .a, U n g v a r, and M un kaes. 1 sh all also try  to do som ething aboui 
N itra  - the tov 11 itse lf must In icg a rd e d  as lost, but we ought to save 
the cenm iry n and it.

A la ck cn srn  fa m e  in the evening lo  inform  me on b e h a lf ol R ib b e n - 
1 r >p that he- agrees upon the a d visa b ility  o f  g iv in g  the M a g y a rs  the 
ih rre  i l is p l i l i ’el towns.

( ) i , ; 0 11E R  ,1. 'I n D u re  iip|>rovcd m y  p la n  for the V ie n n a  negotia­
t io n ,. lh  pie ,..cd dt 1 he was thin:-;: .c e: lu n iin g  i-u t. It  deserves to be 
re.-ordi .1 thin lie was the lirst lo  speak of arb itra l ion and d ia l,  a- alw ays, 
lie, v ision  w :  '•le.tr l i e  ion-sets a prrioel ofJcknle in  l.urope:. H e docs 
ei,,t hoc 1 '  e-i ».n an lo  m ake conecssiotis to the J-Vene h - an  in u in u o im l 
til .1, ., | . , e II--1 la- dug between us and till in . bins w ill be- r e liile m l
«• ,si.-i Ibr us it a-, u s- -ms, they are going 10 y in tor lu n ig  t.- lt--

I .,,1.1 Ik-i 1 h o  - mu i-.iiiieated u.> me a lew details ol the pai liaine nt.n s 
(,n tin- im pleinc eltal ion of d ie  A p r  I I ’.u 1

! led lor Mol/., l o. M a n y  com rades cam e to dee station, notably 
Seal ice .a id  the w hole \ ' l i o n a l  D irecto rate ol lilt l ’a -iy .

v ,, y . .iio u i \i liol/.u-- - I - o il 11 1 e ia.In o-al area, now veiy 
I,a M.eiant a--I  be in itipieU, -lev loped Hie n>[iearimei • > 1 die . ity is 
. I no a. ,. [ 11 ............................rth< ni 1 o M ■ elite 1 > aa a-an. I 1 h un I ol M um , omai 1 m *

1 < . . t- - \I:i■-*r.jiu.i.it ., 1 1 *<■« 1 • d lk»' iino.
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perhaps a  little heavy, but very efhcat ions.  In ten years or even 
Ics., it will be d iClirult to recognize in Bol/am the Bozen o f the old 
days.

Marri. t;e ceremony in t lit- .ill., of the D u k '1 and Duchess ofPistoia.
\ o i interesting, except li>r the contrast between the at her old-fashion'I 
tires", and ccuunonial of the myal family and the pure twentirth- 
century setting ol‘ the building bonn uniforms and gentillexions tla  It 
with modern furnitm <.

Deni,.nsti.iti* n at the station. I found Ansaldo in the train and had 
i long talk . oh him lh  is tin: most cultivated and intelligent journa­
list that tIn: regime possesses.

Innsbruck. I made a briel tour ot th, uty. It was cold, f ew people 
in the streets.

Romano, the Consul, says that Innsbrucl. has suffered much from 
the Anschluss- -it lived pri'-t ipally on fou-ign t<•'triain, nhich has now 
completely slopp'd, ilo v cw r, the i.-giinc 1. taking loot unong the 
populm da:, es -thei’ art no longer any unemployed. The manifesta­
tions •«( friction art of a personal nature and tan  only be a problcn 
fin one generate n at most.

N o v 1 ' int.u .. Vienna. Kihbentrop was a. the Mali, i '  new 
atniosph. ic J hi crowd giortrd nn .itIt w .iolth and hiioidlmes.s 
I rm ii mb. i the frigid welcome reserved lot m by Sdiu .dm igg’s 
Vu mm t.vo scars ..go. S o in e tl i ig has ch.vie.d lilt- lies come bad. 
to the ( it\ old th, resentment once felt against u has given way to 
giaom dr fi.r our having madr possmle thi‘ h ippy result.

di n. ' rat ion with dhrng at m> hold, lh  wa: in multi, wearing,
*1 H-i h y  grey su it. A  tie o f the o ld -la s in o n e tl k in d , passed through 
a riu ., w ith  a r u in  \h<n l : n . ' ru b  ■ ; on lc  lingers. In  lie I, t i ! , u>- 
ho le  a great N a z i eagle w ith lia n n m d s. A  l i c i t  :,u,. ■< lio n  of \ l  
Japi me

I le  tic  in m in ed • he 11 u n c  u ians I lc  . .n s  they a r e  in  h a  : in . i, n die  
Vs CSt I 1 11 ! ‘111 n I I < II I ll |. Is ‘ ' 111 1 to o  I 11 I pl'l ll c s l ,' I .1 III I he dil I I»' it
iiiM. i l lc  l i n a i  d  . t th e  p . Inlit \ o f  a in •" Hi bet '.v ■ 11 r u gu ' . l . iv ia  m 1

Mill, '  V, ' ; c. I a i l .  • la ll Jx i ■ Mill l - h : i  ,>lf I I  ip icst i  >n tl<" ■■ n. ■<
inti n  t ll.. l a ,  ti t horn lit l ln il  a \> m id oil ."  nun* "I Chic,  n

< tio .m u .'
pint conversation with Kibbi.nlrop. II. i . 11, g i"  " i  ',lc things 

.„ 11 ;,s hf Can in lavom ot C/.c 1,1 vs I iiltia. H does not want to 
: give np all tin three towns Particularly Mtmkac.* as hi declares th u,

if Hungary has all three, Roumnniu will have no possibility ot lilt*
I hi,mm .I, and w i t h  some vigour out e I w a s  i o n v itn  ed dial li m e a n s

' I in n,in". I till.i i I, ■ of Situoy ( I,'a.' . a , 'iiisin ill ' lie t in ' I twly.
, . ,1,,,'iv i,',, a I-,, .................. ly.ni ............. . 1,1 I- ini' . f  lc\W
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S^ - '^ p l t M .)  1 ho cause o f Prague. He is inadequately, most inadequately, 
(''•epared for the discussions. He is not documented at all and even his 
.t ill '.ificers are ill informed about the questions. ( his gives tne plenty 
uf scope.

N o v u m bf . ii Helvcilere. First official confercntc. I he Slovaks 
defended their cause well. T h e Hungarians less well: Kanya realh 
badly, stupidly bitter and argumentative, and unconvincing nd un­
inspired In his reasoning— Count 1 Vicki1 better, calm  and with mote 
do m u  -m a don. Since this morning’s first conversation Ribbentrop has 
changed his attitude— he has come nearer to our point of view, and in

online ting the di.,mission he nicks lo a procedure substantially favour­
able to the Hungarians.

Lunch and conversation with the various delegates, \fterwnrds 
Ribbentrop and I , with a small staff, went into com lave in the Golden 
Chain! a ■. 1 look control o f the discussion and, except for a few
disputed points, T was able to trace the line o f the new frontier with .1 
red p e n c il. Ribbentrop'* unprep.uedness enabled me to assign to 
Hungary piece', of territory which might easily have given rise to much 
1 ontroverial discussion.

The documents were prepared and the delegates ol the two panics
ante in. Chvalkov.skv turned pale when he saw the map and id to 

me s o l i  i n c e :  ‘ 1 .ball have to r  ',n to-morrow. No government could 
survive such a '.low.* Ka ya remained impassive but wlmpcri d Id: 
satisfaction to M agistra l lam. of tin Hungarians pics at were moved 

•\ ill.mi ■ '■["
IP . nitii, with the Italian e-.dony in Vienna— they at amou, the 

loosi ( titlii.. ..Hide 1 ! our nati'.nals ibro <d.
Thin day a shoot on the HUigi rmcistci V- euate He is m old  Nazi 

who endured Hi ecu m atli. of prison under the old regi nr .aid saw no 
tonru a ya ar-"l I dan lu..i attested and shut up with pioltilutes for 
several days, I 1 cause she bad lit a nati utalist tne. t his explains why 
tlu- Krich < lov. n o n  at has to 1 e hard with Si hits, fn i ; and 1 mtip.im .

N 1 v c m ni- it Return to Kuna' I was well orm d m  e airp >rt I o’ 
outiiv hinai'ch: and by die 111.111 • ,,ri.i . Ii .union.

I'li l.lii’ 1 telephoned m t h e  atieruom; and, under the a pie am. 
that *»e was leuCc !<• Anlus and •'dteving thm I wa. m »*u < ■ >

0 .m i in Im < > mug, In ;a .e  orders to prepu a ileini u n i a t  ion lor me.

| l. ariiip 1 i... 1 1 Ii III a ll. ..fly .11 l ived hy air hi a led  ' ice me at tie- 
Pal \ 1 / a. i Jo in very sutisCed and aid m to me ■ i at tm.es
(Hor.

'(• t Ial It. .1 I' • V iih Mini.itn . Ili»mt N t«• »r*1 •“i* i»|' in Irum 1*1 uu it i >
1 |t| nt nil I i i •>! HIT. i 'i *iui‘ in A:'1 1 t*■).<! .

* I It iip mu v!t ubu*
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T h e  D u o  ia lk c r l al.iout the g ro w in g  d ifficu ltie s  presented by the 

'd y a rc h y ’ o f  fa s c is m  a n d  the m o n a rc h y . It seems th a t d u r in g  the 
ce re m o n y at the N a t io n a l A lt a r  yesterd ay there w as tro u b le  between 
h im  and the K in g  . s the crow d shouted for the Duet* a n d  the ro y a l 
m a rc h  was not p ln y i-.l at the m om ent o f  the e le vatio n  o f the ho-u. T h e  
K in g  re m a rk e d  o n th is. 1 he l)u c e  re p lie d  that it  m ust he d ue to a 
m o m e ntary forgetfulness. T h e  K in g  retorted d r y ly  that for the last 
e ig h t ce n tu rie s h o n o u is  h ad alw ays been rend ered to the sovereigns .1 
tin 1 louse o f S .iv o y .

'['lie  l in e r ’ co m m ents >n the s itu a tio n  are sh arp  and he m akes it 
d e a r  th a t, i f  a n  o p p o rtu n ity  to liq u id a te  this state o f  a ffa iis  presents 
itself, lie  w ill  not let it s lip .

N o v k m h l k  R e ce iv e d  a deleg atio n  o f B r a z ilia n  jo u rn a lists. 
R e ce iv e d  B lo nd e ! on a fare w ell v is it- - he is getting re a d y  to le a se  w in  u 
the new  F re n c h  \m b a ssa d o r a rriv e s. B lo n d c l is a  c lassic  e x am p le  "I 
the o ffic ia l o f m id d lin g  ra n k , l ie  is w itho ut ta lent, in it ia t iv e , or co urage. 
B u t he is scru p u lo u s a n d  co rrect. H is  m e rit has been o f a n egative 
on k i  : in  there t a u yea r\ he has none n o th in  _ to a g g rava te  the s itu a tio n . 
A n d  it w ould  have been eery easy. T o  do m ore th a n  this w as beyond 
his c a p a c ity . N ov we mi d l see 1 ra n q o is -l’oneel. H e  does not com e 
m id  i good a u sp ice . 'I  s h a ll do e v e ry th in g ,’ • a id  the Duet* yesterday, 
io h e lp  h im  to b re a k  his h ead . I d o n ’t lik e  tie m an ’

f ie . Parts he. h a d  o rd ers lirom  the D u ce  to in n  in ly  d ie  a n ti-S e m i(i<
• a m p a ig n  a n d  the c a m p :. i;n  for T u n is ia  and N ice .

N o v i- m i r u b .  D e ad  c a lm  m i tin iutei r ia t io -c il front ..lo rn i on t f c
i b la s ’ ic a l h o i izon.
To-morrow the (.' .nncil caf Minister'- will approve the rat ial law. It 

includes an article prohibiting mixed in.un icy s esa <-pt on dm point of 
tli ,itli or lor tl.e h gilihii/atinn of !• pi 1 he 1‘ope would like the 
cb i icic at ion to lie. '-m cia ! d also to convert.1 io Catliob' ism. The I luce
li.i i*i* 11 .o . l  thi, in  | test, which won It) make die I nv confessional - stead 
ol i aeial. ’) 1 t l'..[ic wrote him a It i ti i in Ins . vit hand, u hit li o ,r; I'd t 
- nan.-, •••crcd. lie  Pniu turned imli .'riuntlv to the King and .. Itlt• t d 
a letter to him, li. which he accused the Duce ol .vaoimg t'- dt-sii-iy 
do (loin ot cl.it. I have p e n  'lu .so lin i a fcT *■ of tins Id ler, - dm h 
! . - < ru 11 o. . I oil iio- K i' i -,- io-■ h 11 In. - lift i' in |n issi hi
ol 11 n e lie,i nigl; i I - .is not et t - iv.nl 11 o n  I can I say the Dove was 
verv shaken by it. Hi , - pealed that tile papal thesis is unm . eptable, 
ami : | o -ki- .sharply ab' ui ll 'demint i.inoit’, which o ■■ Pope li.nl 
thought t I t"  lodge with the K.ne- Nallll.dlv die law, wl -cl- Is wry 
sevi.it. up u da jt .,s, will he i - i-.si d lo-tlion --w at tonllng to 
pit igrammc

T e ln u  a phed t- - U > lo i ih a t  no l i  i. 1 - * c m  tan a g r rn te n t sh o o k! he
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m a d e u n t il d ie  results o f C h a m b e r la in 's  fo rth co m in g  v is it to P a r is  are 
kn o w n.

>: o v e m r i  r  7. C o u n c il  o f M in iste rs . N o th in g  p a rt ic u la r . T h e  D in  <: 
w as a nn o yed  at the tru m p e tin g  m a d e  by C a lb u  over the sending o f 
colonists to L ib y a .

In  future these colonists w ill  leave in  s m a ll detachm ents. A l l  the 
m ore as there is a r isk  o f  th e ir  p e rsu a d in g  them selves that they are 
o!Ti< ia l personages sent b y  the reg im e to eut a lin e  figure. I  h is is w hai 
hap p en ed  at L i i t o i ia ,  w here the peasants at one m om ent refused to 
w ork because they 1 bought th e ir  ro le  w as to be p u re ly  representative.

Perth anno meed to me the liritish decision to implement the Pact 
on November Hf lie  will present his credentials to me and not to the 
tov< reign, as this is in accordance with etiquette and practice.

K ib b e n tro p  a nd  1 h ave agreed that we should  not accept the in v it a ­
tion to send o u t  two M in iste rs  t«> be present at the H u n g a r ia n  o ccu ­
p atio n  o f K a ssa . It  w o u ld  s im p ly  serve to irrita te  the C ze ch s a nd  to 
ro ll the a rb itra t io n  o f its ch a ra c te r o f im p a rt ia lit y

L ra u i; .-Poticel has a rr iv e d . F ro m  the M in is try  there w ent to inert 
h im  o n ly  the ■ o lic in ls str ic t ly  co ncerned  w t h  such duties. B u i A nfu so
0 lls me that th e ir  were a lot o f  people in  the station and also outside
.o il  that there was some applause, possibly on the part o f Italians.
1 reported this to the D u r e  on the telcpho te and In was o b v io u sly  
ann o yed .

N o n  M ill at 8. It stems to me that there is not much hope of a 
i■ ’ j ’l ' K H h f v t c 1 with I'ram e. l i t '1 Dure, in inv usual imervii w with him,
11 aced 1 In l.nesw iiu .li o u r tuture p o lic y  w ill has c to lollow  ‘O b je ctiv e s- 

.) i I " 111, at least to d i e  cM i nt o f  a  londoniiitinni a n d  n e u tra liz a tio n :
1 unis 1.1, w ith a tin ce oi |t s im ila r  re g im e ; Clorsit a, I t a l ia n  a nd  n n  r r  

g u llii  1 c d ,  I be ru le d  d ire c t ly ; the l io n lie i  to be pushed b ack to the 
K iv i  1 \ . n ,  i tin not interested in  S avo  , w h ich  i t n e ith e r h o m i-b a lly  
no, f .  i : r  I’l . i i l ;  It a lia n . I his •■■■ the g eneral | O le n in  o ur c la im s.
I tie inn specify one a l ; . i  01 ten year:-. I lie  lim e  w ill In .ru le d  b y
re  nts. 111!' we '.mol n rv e i  lose J it  of this g o a l . ’ It is m ulti  these
.iu**|in 1 • that l-Vanei'is -P o ni * begin . hix tu is iio ii.

I saw the C o m b  de C h u in b u m  a g a in .
<m  Ur ha, on hi., d o ji 11 to lb, P a ris , r*. e*-i« ad iiisirit* ti'Mi m  v a i l

a m i see' J 1 - 1 . d tin ia l v ho w ill lie  up the ass w here Ins
in . in  r te ll: hit b*. But u w ill g > against the g ra in , b u  a use he is a 
d e m o o n i a nd  tllerem i .0 heart a f  i uneophil*

\  lilt lt  r i d  l o a n ,  H oi'u I l l a r  .... 1 . | s'lSol , nlK e  in  1 h*' la. 1 two
y * ,ai a iib o u iu  . .1 r  * im  1 hat ho . ouni 1 v has 1 er. , n 1 ' 'd do: 1 , .o | . n .

1 U 1 il l .n l1 ■ i.’ihytliii, Ilith .-'i A111b.es.r l  <: m Pans, i . | j l !  .g|. l' .' i'  11:11 Mtm  ir r  11, 
t In- I . . .  .1 ' t itr I ,a 11 1” 11 0

III C l .  ;b .......... - t i)ri I lil I
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' as w '1 ^ ;"t 'r  d ifh c u lty  ‘h at ) id e n tifie d  h im  a:, the M in is te r  o f 
S o u th  A f r ic a . ’

N o v e m b e r  9. C o u n c il  o f  M in iste rs .
F irs t  co n ve rsa tio n  w ith  F ra n c o is -P o rte d  l i e  h ie d  to be i.'cffagr. 

l ’ ickine; u p  the th read s <>l o u r Ih c iin r ; -ontaet in  M u n ic h , he opened 
the o n ve rsatio n  in  tin- tone of a n  o ld  frien d , d ig n ifie d  and sure o f  
h im se lf- - ■ ih n u e li fie is hit fro m  h • up; so in  fact. H e  ; ta ile d  w ith  m ore 
o r less desulto' ta lk , in o s t l> abo ut h in is c ll a nd  his p o lit ic a l a n te ce d e n t:.
I hen h r  ca m :- to the p oint and sa id  that iiis  presence in  R o m e  sign ifies 

d ia l  F ra n c e  has profited b y  the lesson o f M u n ic h  a n d  inten d s to m a rc h  
vith  a re a listic  spit it. iso  siiiptestion o f co m p e tin g  v ith  the R u tin  - 

B e r lin  A.sis, but a iio p e  that it m a y  he pnssiblt i<‘ f i l in g  it nearer to tie 
F r a n c o -B r it is h  system , so that ro n s u lla t io n  o f the fo ur pow ers m a y  he 
"Staidished as a u y a ln r  prat n e. 1 re p lic a  w ith  a list of the proofs v.v 
h ave i .r n ot o u r g o o d w ill But betw een r  a nd  F ra  ice there is an 
obstacle: i l i i i .  ( fin p o sitio n  is s t ill  th a t la id  d<>\vn b y the L)urc in  his 
f ■ ' :>n., ja  "c li. F ia n i.n is - l ’oncct .greed. l i e  rv p la m e d  ih e  d id im it ie s  
w h ich  d ie  so lu tio n  of th is p r o L l im  p icsents to his G o v e rn m e n t and 
d e cla re d  th a t b v  III do his best m fa c i'ita te  a n  a v r-c -m c n t on the 
u'.j T.I W h e n  lie  le fi, lie  looked v e ry  tire d  and erm ed th o u g h tfu l. It 

is m - - a / to l ii  i! ( iiic  , was abo ut n i R o m e .
• . o la t h u i in iu i  M u n -'e i u  a n ls  us to iv r  on. in m il o l l i i - s  l iir  a 

ir t f ii m erit v\ d i ( im n n r iy  a id  P o la n d .

''..i', ii ! r to. (Ioiiii d of Minister.. 1 lie law lor the, defence <•( 
lli<- r. i i. i.i.spi --a It.u.n wanted to K" so tar a the mu onilitinnnl 
. spul'uoo oi all few - in the Party, but (lie Durr opposed thi.. l Rlu-i 
.vise, ip u i !i uti nun re alii,  atioiis the 11\\ appro ri| si thr '--mii 
purposed by the Mimiter of th Inlet ua

In i h r  itlfornoon I had a m ei-i in - at the I'aia /.o (hhi.a 1 a l l  t Jit*
( - . s iiI*, i l l  ■ - . fieri* J' ■ .in ' c, t .. ii i A lg e r ia , etc. 1 lie  I f iu v  intend .
a lia vt a a ip iiip u  i > rei o v r i .In I la li.t n s  l iv in y  in  1 i .n ice . I f ie rr  are 
11- ilm -it  a II. Hi. I l l  o f ' 'm u  I I I  vepti o f  I 11 .sis n .lp h  Ifn i, i 
'■ al l ' t i n  d IIUHla • I'ioiirn-S,'. o| (h,.; pi I.'blem. I lu 1 I'cm Ii t i r i ie ia l  
Bi i l l  (\.is p i' p u e d  11 et|11 ' in  I - - 1ahons ■ >1 o ur n d o n a ! . “ id h u rl
■ •a a an.on - r  - wi t h  '.fiat rtleet on um '' ca n  isi> an u m •"!.
' o ilie r  source if . IISa i , w o u ld  hast III I’ll tin la ic  re .crved ' it d ie

•u tier ' Iro n  nt.'i loi om c d e.itl 1 ir o t lie is  pcise< u lio ii  In m lcrfm u  n l 
in  ( oneei 'rm io n  cam p s or forced I tl>oui A - I t a lia n  p "h  \ m ay o b lu  i 
us i meet « i ini i w ith  kru m  e a g a in , we do not w ant it Sit n il u tuai lo r  
I , i n  ur A ll  11mse w ho  are i lf in j’ t<> t m m  w ill  g iven  i lie o ia x iin tu n  
a ssistarire, in  th i m rn i o! t m p lo y tn c re , subsid ies, o i m a s i ■ -n o s  
I lu- ( !on ;>.ila< mpi - vsed them selvesun  iiiirn o iu ily  in  btvo uro i this p o licy

1 A lfi.rl HryniMu
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they passed through very tragic haul’s in September, when the fate of 
the Italians in France was so extremely precarious. But we must make 
sure of work for the repatriates. I have fixed a second and longer 
meeting for Saturday.

N o v e m b e r  i i . T h e  H u n g a r ia n  M in is te r  b ro u g h t m e a  statue o f 
H e rc u le s  as a  present fro m  K a n y a .  H e  also in v ite d  m e to v is it  B ud ap est 
in  J a n u a r y  o r F e b r u a ry . T h e n , a lm o st in c id e n t a lly , he h in te d  at the 
poss ib i l it y  o f  d iso rders in  R u t h e n ia , such  as to necessitate its u n io n  w ith  
H u n g a r y . I s tro n g ly  a d v ise d  h im  ag ain st th is. T h e r e  w o u ld  be o p p o si­
tio n  from  G e r m a n y , a n d  we ourselves m ig h t p o ssib ly  be co m p e lle d  to 
re c a ll the H u n g a r ia n s  to strict o b servance o f  the a rb itra t io n . H it le r  has 
been h e a rd  to say that henceforth  he re g a rd - the R u t h e n ia n  q uestio n  
as ‘h is q u e stio n ’. / :  queslo fia suggel. . . . 1 I  a m  s a d ly  d is illu s io n e d  abo ut 
the H u n g a r ia n s —-f irs t  fro m  a  m il it a r y  p o in t o f  v iew  a n d  now  from  th a t 
o f  co rrcctn e- they shove them selves to he a n y th in g  b u t w h a t w c h a d  
expected.

I  h a d  a  ta lk  w ith  a  J e w  w ho w as at schoo l w ith  m e 1 re m e m b e r h im  
.is a  v a in  a n d  im p u d e n t b o y, w ith  the a rro g an ce  o f w e a lth : he is now  
a sad , cru sh e d  m a n . In d iv id u a l cases a re  d istressing, b u t i l  is d isastrous 
to co n sid e r a g rea t so c ia l a n d  h is to r ic a l pheno m eno n from  the p o in t o f 
v iew  o f p erso n al su ffe ring . N everth ele ss I te lephoned to B u fT a rin i to 
c a ll  h is  a tte n tio n  to the rase, o f  the J e w  w ith  a n  A r y a n  w ife. I  th in k  ’ hat 
th is  gestut - ;f  detac h m e n t fro m  the J e w is h  n a tio n  a n d  re lig io n  sh o u ld  
be re w a rd e d  w ith  sp e c ia l treatm en t. I f  the f a m ily  n u c le u s is to be 
protec tc d, the father m ust not be p la ce d  in  a p o sitio n  o f in fe r io rity  v  ith  
i spe I. to 1 'is e h il< In  P.

N o v f .m i : v )< r.». I fo und  the D u r e  m ore w orked u p  th a n  ever about 
the Jews, l i e  approves u n c o n d it io n a lly  the re p risa ls  c a rr ie d  out b y  t V  
N a . us.1 H e  says that in  th e ir  p o sit io n  he w o u ld  h a v e  gone t ven fu rther.
H e  is also furio us w ith  the B e lg ia n  A m b a ssa d o r, w h o  has w ritte n  a 
re p o rt, of w h ic h  . i .M  h as o b ta in e d  a  co py, a y in g  that the It a lia n s  
d *. in u  w ant to fig h t. T h e  D u c c  has h im  ,ell sent h im  tour copies of 
a lit t le  book d e scrib in g  om  w a r a n d  a lso  a n  a n o n y m o u s not. co uched 
u i ih c .c  term s. 'T h e r e  is rca  on to believe th a t yo u  sa y the It a lia n  p. o p lr  
rfo not b l e w  ir .  T h e y  h a v e , h o w ever, fought fo u r v icto rio u s w ars in  it 
'Hun ter o f a c e n tu ry .’

H e  proposes t > n;u:v a  m e a su re  w h ic h  w ill  m  ik e  J e i > born in  It a ly  
in  future stateless.

1).* re e ived l.W t i w h ile  I w as there, cm a  fare w ell v is it, l  ie  p ra ise d  
h im  h ig h ly  arid  p> iin m e d  b in  . n  the spot to be C i  > oral in  C o m m a n d

1 ' Ar.d I n  i' i i . In ,i -ul to u id e m  ro all-men . Panic 's  I n j a i o ,  Canlo  xix.  line t i ) .
“ v ,,in )■  .i 11 Third Si i a i ry a lie < lei timn Km1 in: -v in Pari?. vv.u shot hv a Polish 

ft- -. .111 vi-'.il i.w / .met .tied i-o 'days later, t ie mu- '-n v ; . il..- piclt > t I >r a snvuye 
iu iIiui i ..I 'O ' bim inim  in Germany

' G° ^ X
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L ^Sof a n  A rm y . In  the afternoon he te lephoned to te ll m e that he h ad  
ca n c e lle d  the p ro m o tio n , because he h a d  le a rn t th a t B e rt i is a  b a c h e lo r.
A  g e n e ral m ust be the first to re a liz e  th a t w ith o u t m e n  y o u  ca n n o t > 

h ave  d iv is io n s .’
E g y p t  h r s reco g nized  the E m p ir e — a  re co g n it io n  o f great im p o rta n c e .

N o v e m b e r  ig .  N o th in g  p a r t ic u la r ly  im p o rta n t. T h e  Duct* is 
c r it ic a l o f  the G e rm a n  d e ris io n  to im pose a  fine o f a thousand m illio n  
m a rk s. H e  a. y e s  abo ut re p risa ls  o f a p erso n al n ature  but co nsiders
d . valuation o f vo m  R n th ’s life  at seven th o u sa n d  m illio n  l ir e  to be 
excessive. O r  ra th e r, a b su rd . H e  is w o rrie d  a b o u t new  threats ag ain st 
ih . C a th o lic s . H e  says that a n y  v io le n c e  ag ain st the c le rg y  a n d  d ie  
ch u rc h e s m akes the A x is  u n p o p u la r  a nd  that, i f  a n  open cris is  sho uld  
d c elop a n d  C a t h o lic is m  m eet w ith  the sam e late  as the Je w s, the A x is  
m ig h t fa il to stand the stra in . A n d  he is r ig h t.

N o v e m b e r  14. T h e  D u c c  has for som e tim e past been non- 
o m m itta l about tin  A lb a n ia n  schem e, but this m o rn in g , ta k in g  h.s 

cue fro m  a cru ise  Z o g  is m a k in g , he once m o re  urg ed  me to act. I  he 
date is to re m a in  lix e d  for the sp rin g .

H e  wa: •/(1 y a n ti-b o u rg e o is . H e  sa id  that o n  J a n u a r y  3 he " ' i l l  
p u b lis h  a strom r speech ag ain st the It a l ia n  b o urgeo isie, w ith  the title  

; ' :u i and , >nl o f  the It a lia n  B o u rg e o isie ’ . H e  w il l  also* a n n o u n ce  his 
p u n i w a- e. in  the P fulu d'll'ilin. T h is  is because the bourgeo isie  is 
ag ain st the A x is  and fa ils to re a liz e  th a t, i f  he had fo llow ed a different 
p o lic y  last M a r c h , he w o u ld  h a v e  been defeated b y  G e r m a n y . F  unco 
w o u ld  h a v e  been beaten in  S p a in , a n d  I  ra n . • a n d  E n g la n d  m ig le  ! < < 
ta l.cn  the E m p ir e  lro m  us

T h e  D u c c  to ld  m e to w rite  «  letter to G r .m d i prt a n n o u n cin g  om 
c la  rns for T u n iB , J ib u t i ,  a n d  the re v is io n  o f the Su e z ta r ih s . 1 m o te  
a c c o rd in g ly  a n d  inform * d S ta ra c e . A p a rt fro m  h is u n iq u e  lo y a lty , tt is 
im p o rta n t that he sh o u ld  kn o w  a ll  th is so that he cu n  do his w ork of 
)>1. par in g  the masses.

M m  tin ;, to si t u p  the nt im a n e n l co m m ittee  lo r the re p a tria tio n  ot 
1 t » l ia m  a b ro a d , fhetre v  e i< [>rc ie i it , baeidt it S ta ra c e , m  snj M in ls t e n  
..ud dtc I'le s id e n ti <*1 the Fe d e ra tio n s. J l u n  was a general upptc.eia- 
rio u  of tin  p ro b le m , a n d  we b a re  m a il  o u r d ispo itiorr. f i" the battl. 
v c i y  w e ll. W e s '  . i Mw i I  fo und a n  o p p o rtu n ity  to raise n a s u ilid ile

w;r tin question ol tnrdcntinni in I unis
"'! r. MT'i'.R t r). Settled with Bu flat ini our reply to the note of 

pi ole 1 to tell 1 he truth, a veiy mild pmt« ■ sent by the Holy bet 
Pi -i die r ntu tm«n( of the /e tent 1 uial me 1 lire . vsHhh have um k 

a blow It the Guta "ld.it in the sphere of m.image
T h r o  . 1, B u b  I m ade the f in a l a rrat uejits w ith  1 he A m b a ssa d o r 

ol O n :a t  B r it a in  lo r (he im p le m e n ta t io n  ol ih r  A p r il  I a tb
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:hing else worthy of note.

N o v e m b e r  16. To-day was dedicated to peace with England.
Lord Perth came at 11 in the morning to present to me his credentials 
addressed to the King Emperor. He was moved and, in order not to get 
confused, he had written down the few words he had to speak. Poor 
old man! He really has been through some emotions at the Palazzo 
(Jhigi! Twice during his mission to Rome we have been on the brink 
of war. And now we arc leaving behind a crisis which has been very 
acute and has dragged on for more than three years I must acknow­
ledge that Pei th has worked well— intelligently and honestly. Even the 
events of September '.'0 certainly felt the influence of the good relations 
Perth lias established with me. And vet the first dav he saw me he 
wrote to his Government —we have the document—describing the. 
repugnance which he fell, and forced himself to overcome, when lie 
shook hand, with me, because 1 had directed tlir. am i-Eii .■ ,h > .•  

campaign during Abyssinia.
In  the afternoon there was a brief ceremony of signing for the 

implementation of the Pact. Then I went to the Palazzo Venezia to 
report to the Duce. t ie was very satisfied with what has happened 
and praised me for my conduct o f the affair. ‘All this is very impor­
tant,’ be said, 'but it does not alter our policy. In Europe the Axis 
remains fundamental. In the Mediterranean we will collaborate with 
the English as long as we can. Trance remains outside— our claims 
upon her have now been di fined.

[' iili also broached die subject ot an ulliriai visit of (Ihamberluiu 
.uni I lulifax to Rome in the second week in.January, 't he Duce was at 
In t reluctant. But t emphasized the psychology 1 value of this visit 
and lie 1 ■■ led by giving bis consent.

N o v e m b e r  1 7 . The campaign for the repatriation of Italians 
ftbroa 1 has been launched in great style. The Duce has approved the 
nic tsun s I ve already tala ■. and my programme of work. I tlnnk 
we have hen a fine Ivwist battle, which " i l l  yield vet; sUisfar >r> 
rt .tills

[ 1 ,  i e.-l th ■ so rlu .i lead' . rho went with our workers to 
Germany. In the preface 1 the book published by die federation I 
have alt '• (tv r'lpr va d a most favouruble opinion ot the util" v • *t the .1 
ni.i's oi c.liieh serve open 'lie minds of out worker' and m the 
< rrn.nis th< mst It ■ Hitherto, for m iriy rt asons, the two p< oples haVr 
|„ n in ; \  • rang', psychological relatic.ii to t ;reh miter l hi German.
h. -i- | ivi . 1 wi 1 )■ o' 1 espi'i ;t iie; v  . V\ 1 have rcspci e d I hem v itti, 1.
i.ain;, ilinn. 71i''"Ugh more precise knowledge, •' admg 1 > a tnnon 
o| tlir ,r two sentiment', we shall be aide it the end to create a ‘ rue 
Avis * 1 id 'sphere. find ■ w H oe e tsier to do this through the working
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- toasses th a n  th ro u g h  the m o re  ego tistic, m ore p a c ifist bourgeo isie, 
w h ich  is m o re  d e e p ly  a tta ch e d  to the co un tries, l ik e  F ra n c e  a n d  G re a t  
B r it a in , w h ic h  represent the c ry s ta lliz a t io n  a n d  the defence o f system s 
rejected a n d  o ve rth ro w n  b y  F a sc ism  a n d  N a z ism .

V it t o r io  M u s s o lin i1 w as to h a v e  gone to L o n d o n , b u t the v is it  has 
been c a n c e lle d  because h is host co u ld  fin d  n o th in g  better to do th a n  
to w rite  a  v io le n t ly  a n t i-G e r m a n  letter to the Daily Telegraph. I  h ave  
in fo rm e d  B e r lin  o f the in c id e n t a nd  o f the reaso n w h y  the v is it  w il l  not 

take p lace.
N o v e m b e r  18. V i l l a n i  re tu rn e d  to the ch arg e a b o u t R u th e n ia . H e  

says th a t the expected m o vem e nt is ta k in g  p lace  in  the c o u n try , th a t 
the R u th e n ia n s  ca nn o t l iv e  to rn  a w a y from  H u n g a iy  as they are , and 
that G e r m a n y  appears to be in d iffe re n t to this fresh develo p m en t ol the 
s itu a tio n . T h is  is u n tru e . I  kn o w  that the F i ih r e r  has expressed h is 
refusal. I  told V i l la n i  q u ite  c le a r ly  th a t I  d isap p ro ve  o f th is p o lic y  and 
that, i f  G e rm a n y  asks u.s to jo in  h o  in  a d d ressin g  to H u n g a r y  a n  in v it a ­
tion to respect the term s o f the a rb ita tio n . we s h a ll m a rc h  in  step w ith  
B e r lin . I  a m  p a r t ic u la r ly  a n x io u s that the G e rm a n s  sh o u ld  not b e lieve  
th a t we a re  p la y in g  a  d o u b le  gam e a n d  .h a t it  is at o u r in stig a tio n  that 
the H u n g a ria n s' a re  tlm  w in g  o il on the flam es. I a lso  in v ite d  V i l l a n i  
to co n sid e r th a t H u n g a r y ’s p o sitio n  w ith  re g a rd  to G e n e v a  is now  
u n te n a b le . T h e y  w ill h a v e  to leave the L e a g u e , fro m  w h ich  th e" never 
h ave  i eceived and n ever w il l  re ce ive  a n y th in g . V step o l this k in d  w ill  
strengthen Im r e d y ’s p o sit io n , d o m e stic a lly  as w e ll, as the p artie s ol the
r i g h t  seem to be m o re  a n d  m o re  a ctiv e  a n d  restless.

T h e  P r im  s o f  P ie d m o n t gave m e a n  a cco u n t oi her \ is it  to 1 inn ee 
a nd  lin g  la n d . N o th in g  v e ry  im p o rta n t. She w as v e ry  a n x io u s to 
ju s t ju r l i ' i s e l f  for h a v in g  gone to a concert g iv e n  b y  lo s c a n in i  in  
L u t e t n e  in  the su m m e r. S l i t  was peist .t ie d  to go b y  some f ie n d *  in  
M ila n  and she h a d  not a p p re c ia te d  the p o lit ic a l sign ificance > i her 

a ctio n .
N o v  i- mbp.r  hi V i l la n i  m a d e a  fu rth e r c o m m u n ic a tio n  abo ut die 

s itu a tio n  in  R u th e n ia  a nd  to ld  m e the im p o rta n t news th a t B ud ap est 
has info rm ed  B e r lin  o f the s itu a tio n  w h ic h  has arise n . W e  s h a ll a v a i l  

reactio ns.
I s ta rt'd  w o rk on the speech I  a m  to m a ke  in  the v turn «.i on 

N o v e m b e r 30.
N o v i  m i i hie uo W h ile  I was h u n tin g  at 1,.; M a n d iiu  neat l u i i n ,  

AnlUi.o telephoned abo ut the d e p a rtu re  o f too i-ope.m  for H u n g a r y .
I he I lu r e ,  it seem s, in  a co nve rsa tio n  w ith  the H u n g a r ia n  M il it a r y  

A tta ch e , pro m ised  h im  these a rm  m id  a im  a u d i'a  '.zed m e c o m in c n c c - 
m 11 nt '>1 o p e ra t io n ; in R m lie n ii i .  H its was herauw  y/ n "I h im

• V i.tori.. M m  nil' .hr eldest «m, a jo u rn a ls . Hi* host wm to have b o .
Idtr«i Hat'Iwir'tt!,
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the Germans are not against it. This is a lie. In the afternoon 
Berlin informed us that, questioned by the Magyars, they remonstrated 
sharply and ordered them to respect the Vienna arbitration. I agree 
with the Germans. These Hungarians are behaving badly, like a 
Balkanized people, which is what they really are.

Meanwhile the Duce has got himself into a serious mess. His honesty 
has been exploited. The promises and pledges he made were based on 
the premise of German consent. German consent is wholly larking.
The pledges, then, have no validity. Fortunately the threatening 
weather lias prevented the aeroplanes lrom leaving the ground and 
reaching Hungary-. I f  I arrive in time, I shall gel die decision to send 
them cancelled. It would be difficult to persuade the Germans of our 
good faith, if at the same time we were sending the Magyars the means 
to rarry out. their aggression.

The Duce has telegraphed orders to Berlin to get in touch, with the 
Reich Government, inform them of the truth, and agree with them 
upon identical action.

I returned to Rome in the evening.
N o v e m b e r  21. The German decision is to send a note to Budapest 

to recall them to respect of the Vienna arbitration, and they have sent 
us ,1 draft of the note. We are in agreement. I communicated its contents 
to Villani and Szabo, who are unhappy about the incident 'i hey had 
acted in perfect good faith, believing that the Hungarian Government 
really had obtained German consent.

The Hungarian action will not take place. Particularly a . out aero 
planes has e not left and will not leave for some time. V in ci1 telegraphs 
that k.inva, when he received him to accept de-livery of the note, was 
, resttallen and, though polite, icy. It is Iv. nya who is responsible lor 
the lucid -nt, just as, through the personal enmities he has aroused, hr 
is rrspeio able for the anti-M agt r attitude adopted by many Germans.

I spoke to Ribbentrop 011 the telephone. He I., fully aware ol what 
ha . happened and has no doubts about our altitude.

N ov i.MB v. r 22. Nothing partial lari, outstanding, except the meet* 
i|ice of the Committee for the repatriation of Italians abroad.

Nov' MBEi  23. Signed t l i '-(ultma'  agi ecuient with Germany. It %
is an u in lev.-, .Hiding v. ich goes I ether tic n  the usual cultural agree- 
in.- in, uiiii‘1'' aloe is in general nil. This one really • »i»* " the doors of 
Germany to Italian culture to an unprecedented extent. 1 >r this 
h i  an we have given a great deal of pul tin uy to the. even in the press

M, ..p( h for the Chambia is finished, t he ti ll, remains fixed tor 
Nov tuber 'to.

A; anticipated, Iturcdy has resigned following his dcic.n m l he
1 C'nir.i t uigi Or.i in \ nci-t.igliun i. tialmn Minister in Budapest.
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,hambp\'. It  is t io early to forecast his successor, but there is talk 
o f another Imredy Government, further to the right. It  is interesting 
to note that Colonel Szabo has revealed himself to be hostile to the 
present Government. In our conversations on Monday while Villani 
deprecated the possible fall o f the Imredy Government, Szabo did 
not cm in the least disturbed at the possibility o f a Hungarisi Govern­
m e n t .  In  his opinion it is the only way to get a policy completely loyal 
to the Axis and, within the Axis, to Rom e. He docs not admit that the 
extremists of the right are, as is usually said, in bondage to Germany.

N o v e m b e r  24. The Charge d’AfFaires o f Czechoslovakia handed 
me a note declaring that the questions pending with Germany and 
Poland are now definitely liquidated. Tt is not yet the formal d e m a r c h e ,  

but it is the prelude to a request for a guarantee o f the frontiers in 
accordance w illi the M unich agreement. I do not think we could refuse 
such a request, if  it comes, all the more as Germany would make no 
difficulty about consenting.

1 informed Grisrich of what has happened in the last few days 
between us, Germany and Hungary, He was very grateful for the 
information and lor the policy we have followed. Had the incursion 
into Rutheni-t taken place, it would have had the result of weakening 
lb,, position o f Slnyadinovich at a moment alien he in fact requires 
support in vice of the forthcoming elections. C iis b li  confirmed that 
Stovidinovich, strong in the majority he hopes ti obtain, will tend to 
emphasize more and more the authoritarian character of his Govcin- 
ment. During the conversation wo mentioned relations between 
Belgrade and Athens and the question of Salonika. I encouraged him 
to make a move towards ihe Aegean, Yugoslavia’s natural outlet to the 
sea, at the earliest opportunity. The chit l purpose of this is to l militate 
our action in Albania, which is maturing according to plan.

\  o v i  m e  ' r  v r . Conferred with M osconi1 and the lav yer Gambino 
about Albuma. They < 'affirmed that the conviction, by no means new 
lli. i 11 a h  will ' 1 rv on seize control o f the country, is stem lily gaining 
g r o u n d .  I iu. tr are sum sections of public opinion which 1'." ' •> 1 "  '•** 
to r; press a hope ol this intervention I he position ol the K b g i'' '1 s 
weaker and weaker. In court circles there has been an increase ol 
.jntS-Jt.ilriui fueling.

( i unbare v is with the IJu tc lit announced a further.......  “ llensiv--
n ll.11 cc) .11.1, l ' bec in ;>n ,q ij.rovmiHcrly Dec niibei 0. 1 -am bar 1 caw 

a n  idmirable account of the morale o f out troops. He bclievw that 
Infers ion posing tin Gnips of Vcffimtcus. which amount, including

' wuniii M......in. Cl lirman o< itie s'anm al II i.' ■' MB ••‘Winer VliiieUrt
of J*iimnrr\

* /V f ittntl)inu, Diirdoi •»! il • NffM'iiol I*.»i»I. • »! MI'Mihh
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^^-'-SfSaniards, to about 60,000 men, will be able to play a leading role in 
the forthcoming operations. He asked for— and we agreed to give 
him— three groups of artillery, 100s and 1493, and also a certain 
number of men to make up for departures and losses.

In the afternoon 1 saw Viliam , who confirmed that Hungary has 
suspended ail action in Ruthenia. He again talked about Hungary 
joining the Anti-Comintern Pact. By all means, but. first she musi 
withdraw from Geneva. Yillani believes that this will be easier if 
Kanya is replaced by Cs; ky.

Villani told me that lYampris-Poncet had said to hrrn that one day 
Hungary will find a Gauleiter in Horthy’s place and that she should 
beware o! Italy, which has already abandoned one country. Villani, 
so he say:, made a vigorous rejoinder.

N o v em u eh  26. The Duce has approved almost without alteration 
the speech I am to make to the Chamber on Wednesday.

Von Mackensen discussed with me the Hungarian proposal to join 
the Anli-Comintcrn P ar'. In Berlin too the' think that this step sb-uM 
he pre cried by a withdrawal from Geneva.

The Ambassador also made a statement to me about (he present bad 
’ Haiions between Germany and Brazil and tried to draw a parallel 
betwer n the withdrawal of Lojacono and the forced v\ithch awal of their 
Ambassador. What it comes to c dial they want ns not to send Sola.
While declaring (hat I was ready to examine any proposals anil argu­
ment!, of Ribbentrop's, 1 pointed out that against us no measures have 
been taken wlndi would justify such a reprisal. 1 also ciupb ixize.1 he 
mormon- extent of our economic and political interests in Brazil, not 
to mention the fnendlv atlitn (e of Brazil towards us at the time of 
sanctions.

NV M M 1ER27. Nothing worthy of note

N ovem im  r I found the Mure . ,1 slate of Indignation against
(he Km ». Tl t c times in the course of their conversation th i; morning 
the King > id him that he feels an ‘infinite pity for tin: Jew s’. ll«*
1 iictl 1 uses of perseeution, amon - them that of General Pugh' ;e, m 
man o< eight , loaded with tnr dais and wounds, who has been dep' I veil 
■f l i i  In msef eep, r. ) lie Durr: s id that then an- 20,000 spineless per pie
i.i Italy who " v- moved In the Cite of die Je n  .. The Km.; icplied that 
Ik is . ne ol tb n He also attacked Germany, ipri'j ns of the erratum 
of 111 4U1 Alpine Division I hc Duce used very violent expressions 
a Ik -u 1 1 he m<' ar-.-hv. More mil more he m, dilates 1 change of.-yslcni.
But perh ip in- 1..incut fins not vet •. .nr There would be reactions.
At Pesari) ycsteidav the gai son commander reacted strongly when tin 
f ' f d i i m l t  .isicred a ilutc to the Dun ind not mu to the King

\f< wing abimt citi/.r t'slvp I >t the Ara1 \ .harpahevc.it i<>nbetween
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__ 30 and Starace, because Balbo made remarks which .sounded
offensive about the Party’s policy.

Perth came to see me at home to ciraw up a communique about 
Cham berlain’s visit to Rom e. T he news was to have been kept secret, 
but there lias been talk in London and this morning the papers were 
full o f it. I have informed von Mackcnsen of the visit and of its origin.

Jacom oni gave me a little map showing the dispositions of the bands 
in Albania,

N o v e m b e r  29. T h e Duce received Fraixjois-Poucet. T he C hief’s 
state o f mind, already hostile enough, was aggravated by the heavy cold 
which has been tormenting him for the last tiro days. I t  was a chilly 
welcome. l'ranqois-Poncet tried to open the discussion immediately by 
saying that his Government has sent him here to continue the atm o­
sphere of Munich. T h e Duce, w ho even pretended not to remember 
whether at the time of M unich Francois-Poncet had or had not been 
appointed Ambassador in Rom e, replied that relations between France 
and Italy arc poisoned by the Spanish allair and that on this subject he 
is now more uncompromising than ever. He diverted the conversation 
to the internal situation of France, but Poncct, speaking slowlv and 
with an effort to impress, struggled to return to die field o f foreign 
politics by clutching at the theme of a Four Power Pact. Again he was 
unsuccessful. T h e Duce said that the plan failed through the fault of 
the Freni li Left und that he certainly has no intention of proposing a 
similar o h n . Then, with an absent-minded air, lie added: ‘ II iaut 
d’abord m citre de 1’ordiv dans la niuison , and rose from his chaii. 
Francois-Poncct did not add another word. And he left looking much 
less sum of himself than when he came in.

1 talked to Mackcnsen about the announcement In the ./Yon C h r  w i t  

o f  the p r o j e c t  fo r  a T r i p a r t i t e  Pact. I t  s e e m s  that the leakage t o o k  place 
in Japanese quarters.

Acquarone, the new Minister to the Royal Household, can ' to sec 
me and said that he vti hts to get a little fresh air into the atmospht re.
■ Hut 1 must go slowly in questions of form,’ he wldrd; ’for il 1 remoi c 
tlu forms, a ( omplete vat u tin will be revealed inside

No< i' m iik u  90. 1 delivered my speech in the Cham ber, ft went 
v c , y  well When at the end I spoke of the ‘natural aspirations ol the 
I tali.in people’ there bin t out a v< i ible storm f .u lamations ami 
shouts o f ‘T» nis, Corsica. Nice, Savoy1. M ithmg had been airang. I. 
C'pont.'.neously the deputies gave >ice to their aspirations, which me 
iboie of the w hole people.

Ua ( u was pli ised. I drove bark with him m th< ( ala//-.
. g, it B, ' : eai \ 'and i grft t day for the 

U .I  a tin way 10 pose, a problem and to set 1 people in motion ’
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-^ A t the Grand Council he spoke himself at the beginning of the session, 
more or less in the following words: ‘1 announce to you the immediate 
goals of Fascist dynamism. As we have avenged Adowa, so we will 
avenge Yulona.1 Albania will become Italian. I cannot yet—and I do 
not wish to— tell you how or when. But it will happen. Then, for the 
requirements of our security in this Mediterranean which still confutes 
us, we need Tunisia and Corsica. The frontier must be moved to the 
Var. I do not aim at Savoy, because it is outside the circle of the Alps. 
But I have my eye on the Ticino, as Switzerland has lost her cohesive 
force and is destined one day, like many little countries, to be disrupted. 
All this is a programme. I cannot lay down fixed times. I merely 
indicate the line, on which wc hall inarch. Anyone revealing what 
I have said, in whole or in part, will have to answer to a charge of 
treason.’

D e c e m b e r  i . Sparano read me a letter from the Brazilian Foreign 
Minister describing the domineering behaviour ot the German Ambas­
sador. He asks for our solidarity. I do not know what we can do, 
except work as mediators to clear up the incident. But I 'ear the crisis 
may be deep-sc.u d. German propaganda mettsurcs among their large 
co’ unes abroad are " f a  kind 01 cause serious and justifiable anxiety to 
the Rio Government.

Villani, in tears, as he usually has been in the last few weeks when 
the subject is mentioned, thanked me for what 1 said yesterday about 
his country.

I had a long discussion with Jac omoni about the situation in Albania 
and the projected operation, which is now beginning to take concrete 
shape. The preparations are going well. The Zog regime reveals itself 
more anil more wobbly ind lipc for collapse.

D e i .EMi r Reactions to my speech are growing sharper every­
where in Frame they have become hysterical.

In  I ta ly ,  m e a n w h i le ,  its success is g r e a t  1 h a v e  r e c e iv e d  h u n d re d s  
o( l i t ter s  a n d  te le gra m s o f  c o n g r a t u la t i o n .  T h e  I ta l ia n s  n o w  u n d e r ­
s tan d  th a t  th e  A x i s  has ob jec t iv e s  w h i c h  a re  n ot so le ly  G e r m a n — we 
too  h a t  i c m  c la im s  a n d  w e  h a v e  uo in te n t io n  o f  r e n o u n c in g  th em , i n  
it w c  1 w i ld .

I f  D u e. who is very pleased, as lie always is when he smells 
pu dei, defined "ur line ‘ factio n : to set n.-ide the Mirm .lini-Lav ul 
acn'i . mi ..1 oi k , : an I .v in . ■ ; :>e o u r  demands with the G» rtnnn 
colonial claims. Our den. uuls are Jibuti, Tunis, and a share in the 
Sin /. Ganal.

1 A,l ,,vn. in \li'. .ini' '■ 1 he • I .... feiti.iu J-l i-u in idu1 . Yn n.i, in
All.mi .1, vv.o J ir  of .hi Italian driest in ..

' M ... vlim iiii'l 1 iival signed an ■ a ncm in Rom.: . .. I.inunry 7, 11*315. tlelinmg 
the mil 1 as oi tl i ir v. n nmnirirs in V. n:i

• e°i&X
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x ^ l-S ^ X ]0nverSi4tir,n with Fran^ois-Amcct in the evening. He affected to 
be very indifferent, but he was worried and anxious to give his d e m a r c h e  

a more friendly character than di.it of a protest. He was captious in 
the conversation, of which I have made a Minute. Seizing hold of an 
isolated phrase, of mine, he tried to get a definite statement that the 
Government was not advancing claims. I was very reserved. After his 
- ilirial ( U ' u u n r h r  he made a few observations, emphasizing particularly 
that t ranee is riot a country fallen so low that she can be asked perma­
nently to give up a pound of flesh’. As lie ..as leaving, he asked 
whether h< could g<> on unpacking his trunks. ‘I t  would be delightful 
to live in peace in R om e,’ he added. ‘ That will depend on am, 1 
I' pIr J  coldly, and alter a pause, with a s m i J ‘and also on us.’ 1 f- 
w.ts : s white as ’ sheet when he left the room.

D r e i  u n cri 3 The European oichrstra continue" full blast. ft 
1 i\*;s u. absolutely imlillerent -in tact ue. are keeping llu: coalin ' eusy
alive deliberately. The Dure is very pleased at what has happened.
He believes that all this is very useful for our Albanian plans- -it 
(Ji.Mr.ie'-, local attention, it permits us to make suitable preparations 
without creating art alarm, and, lastlv. it will induce the tren ch  to tuk< 
our present < in T irana well, so long as it means that the pressure up- .1 
them is j cl ixed.

! •- tw Perth iwirr. The fust time he announced the. date of Chamber 
I., visit to Ron a fixed  for January  1 >. T h e second lime he made

n  i i i i m h e  about the Tunisian question. My reply was mort or less 
wtiai ( had said to F ran cis-P o tted . He recalled rne to the obscr nnec 
o f our agrn ment with England for the Mediterranean. I replied that
I v ill reject any such jirotcst, until my speech can be shown to have 
- om lined anything which may be judged inconsistent with out 
CH1M-. -'incuts.

As for lla Mussolini-Laval Pact, Perth himself agrees that it can no 
longer be regarded its in force.

I 1 > ecived Jiieomuui. He brought - ith him the man who is
preparing to strike the blow m-ninst the King in Albania, bfalui Hy,
In- is in .-Id iiicud of the King s, but be feels he has been n e g l e c t e d  b\ 
inn- end is iliseon ent"d.

11, r.MnRM ] Nothing partleularly Important in Rom e. Rut them 
„ i i- r.itfiei •.ftion* reports of anti-Italian incidents delibcr. tcly crcteeil 
m C"i'sii a and til Tunis. These dashes help our game very well,
In-, iui-.i the} pro, I ill r a violet 11 re.i lion in even tlie h '',t srirulivt*
-a 1 lions ot Italian public opinion.

D im 1.m iii it r). fn view ol R ibbrntrop’s fmthcoining visit to I uiis, 
the lim e mil I decided not to dianuiti.r 1 in im ideal# anil to call
II ill pot Ml \  11 ill I' (lie rllll' I' 1 Cl I. Il I .inlp-ti1' c- 'M tl1 ■* I ’■ * " .......
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for Ribbcntrop himself to be informed of this and he expressed his 
satisfaction. He had himself summoned Attolico on the eve o f his 
departure, and made light of the significance and the aims of his visit 

i to l ’aris.
With Jacom oni and Giro "I  fixed certain important points of the 

Albanian operation. The work of organization is proceeding well, and 
I think that everything ought to develop according to plan. T lie dis- 
ap|, arancc of the King will serve to remove any centre ol resistance 
and the movement will have the whole country in flames in a few 
hours. 1 am wondering now whether we should not advance the 
operation, as the machinery is all wound up and delay may produce 
unpredit table snags.

l ong convcrsatii n with Starace. I gave him my frank opinion of 
some of hr gestures and actions. In the first place the projected anti- 
bouigcre exhibition. It is ridiculous to annoy people for no ••canon,
•is h does:— you can’t torment them just because they go in Ibr five 
o’clock tea or evening dies:;. It is my bclicl that, especially win n yon 
have a more narrow rigidity in polities, you should leave a larger 
margin of personal libr ilv. Cert bn of St truce's measures are . a-atii. > 
large pockets of discontent and disal lection.

D io r : mt e 6. The Duce examined and approved the plan of 
in ion for Albania. The only reservation he formulated precisely was 
on the subject of Yugoslavia. France, England and Grcecr do not 
worry him at all. He is, however, following die attitude ol Yugoslavia 
w ith attention— it is not s, much the possibility of a definite counter 
stroki, which would appear to be diHicult, that worries him. as that <>i 
we- la-ning la r f".ndsliip \. ith ns to the rnlvat l ige o fG n  man; . If will 
pi chaps be as v.i II to talk to Sloyadinovieh and study the question ol 
< oinpi u'-.ititoi, pi s .ibly <o the expense of Greece, i.e. Salonika.

llui ill has si nt me nil invention to a hunting party, which I have 
accepted. I start mi December ip It is worth while taking a look at 
close quarters at the into mil situation of Hungary, wliii h is l:n Irom 
b r i l l ian t .  Tlie lonl.d n'giine still continues under the pr. cut liovcrn-
n.ent, .aid only a sharp turn of the. helm to the right can put Hungary 
h ick on the. proper emu u . Szabo yesterday sane, tin jirimes of b/alnsi 
anil 11 lineal itttii.

M i . i is |. n-l, n in Sp un 1 1 mgs are getting into quit*- ".(’nil si ape 
li.rre aid the Ibrlhcoiiiira ..llael, in t .tuloiii.i may n line a dec ivc 
• h.u it ie i. I no .' If am raihe, •, ,-ptii .,1 -dial phrase has I ict-n i.ed loo 
nil, II in be 1 1 ,c\ i d eov longer. I t. anv cus, die Coip.s ' 1 Volunteers, 
und i dn t i.’iiin:m.l i 1 lambara, is i i line lbrtu, piThup. hi in i than 
i'it i (jrli r uni lelniionn wiib tin Ait For, i- have been denied up 
Hiui'ifiv'iorily.

' /<&*■' g°*5x
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j ) El-;EMBER Took i\Iuti to see the Duce. T he news is good— even 
the Bernasconi‘-Gam bara feud has been healed and our troops will 
engage the enemy under admirable conditions.

Nothing, else worthy of note.

D ; cr.MiiiiR B. Anti-French demonstrations in Italy and anti- 
Italian demonstrations in Franco are multiplying. There is no harm 
in this, as they serve to make the Axis popular with Itali an youth. At 
the monx-nt they are student demonstrations, hut then irredentism has 
always begun in the schoolroom.

D r c .e m n k R 9. The Duce wants a little sand pot in the wheels of 
the anti-Fr' rich campai ■ 11, as, ‘if it continued at this rate, wc should 
have to make the cannon speak, and the time for that ha: not yet come’.
But he declared him oil pic; sed with the results of this test o f the 
Italian public’s attitude to France.

Perth and I are preparing the programme of Chamberlain’s visit. 
Unoilicially, he told inc that he disapproves of the French attitude. Hi 
has advised Poncet not to dramatize things.

Baiella opened his h. art to me on the subject of Starace. He too has 
joined the company of those who bitterly attack the Party Sccretaiy.
'ITere h now a veritable popular rising against him. I have made it 
my rule v  disinterest myself in internal politics, but 1 am wondering 
nov. wl * 11 ac. 1 I ought not to talk to the Duce. Starace has many merits, 
hut he ha-, made the two most serious mistakes which you can make 
when you have to deal with the Italian people. He has created an 
atmosphere of persecution and he lias caused annoyance by a thousand 
little things of a personal nature. Now the Italians like their rulers to 
rule with heart. They may forgive you if you do them harm, but not 
if  you pester them.

D eo km h i h 10. Nothing worthy o f note.
D ir icr in honour of Perth at the V illa Madanra.

b to iM D E K  11. Nothing worthy of note.

I n n  mhi 1; 1 1." I report'd my conversation with Pignatti to the 
Durr. He I mi si ou t  \ 0 >1 ■ n 'y against the Pope, whose death he hop's 
It,, iu the neai futt i e. Hr threatened t o ‘touch the se.mitivi nerve, and 
I,ring hni t. to lilt tlie Clnl .line Italy which lias never died. He said 
that in Romagna it . churches were lucked .-md bolted when I aseisui 
began and dial i< people go lo tlu.iu now it is only bet a use. thev know 
that tie Duct tl' tc. ii. He ended, luu • . , by .illuming thi mipui*
1.111.1 o f Wot provoking a ' 1 isi.. v. ith die V:m- -n. u tlx present moment, 
an' In iiutboi i/ctl me to deny the 1. port about div< s'eiili/.-uion.

. Ii m ml 1.0 in Hi rn.ntiuii. 1: imrmuiilri of tl" I i.tlian nil 11" ' 1 111 e l|IL 
" I In- It. I' r.ii-umbcr 1 2  iuul i.j . mi.ui'.n (rum the tlku ' .

S )  (fiT
C I A N O ’ 8 D I A R Y  i j l j



«( S )f, (fiT
'■ '■ '/ D E C E M B E R  I 4 ,  1 9 3 8

^'Ceremony of the final sitting of the Chamber. O rano1 made a long 
and ineffective speech, while Papa scored a great success with a few- 
simple, spirited words, true to his own nature.

Oristich repeated to me a conversation lie has had with Poncct, 
which confirms what I was told yesterday by the Minister of Uruguay. 
J<mcet, who when he came here expected a very different sort of 

mu ec-s, has nov been soured. He counted on his personality to remove 
obstacles and revive pro-French trends. Instead lie has found himself 
isolated, and he lealizes now' that there is no possibility of manoeuvring 
behind the scenes, since in Rom e foreign policy is handled only by the 
man responsible for it. As the Uruguayan Minister gave me the written 
text of his conversation with Poncct, 'and Poncct used seine sharp 
language about the Germans, I shall give the German Finbassy a copy.
Jt will serve to weaken the sympathy which Pouret enjoys in ceitain 
German circles.

D i m  m iji'.r  13. I accompanied General Osliima, Japanese Ambas­
sador in Berlin, to the Duce. His visit has the recommendation of 
Ribbentrop, as Oshima, like him, is zealous for the transformation oi 
the Anti-Comintern Pact into a Pact of Triple Alliance. Physically 
Osliima is a p< rlect specimen of the Samurai, as the '- appear in old 
lupunese paintings and porcelain. Small and thickset. An extremely 
proud carriage. A lc cd  and interesting face. When he began 10.speak,
1 realized why Ribbentrop is so fond of him. They are the same type, 
enthusi. sis who see $h:ni.shi simple t« ms— 1 am tempted to say w ishful 
dn Tei. . He attacked Russia and said that Jap an  intends to dismember 
lea into so many small states that all thought of revenge will be ’ ain 
and ridiculous. He also said that Ja p a n  wants to eliminate British 
iuteri: ts entirely lim a China ,.nd from the Pacific in general. IJe  shed 
a Im u' light on i be p, ivit i. - n ol i> English m India. The I )ucr repcati d 
the usual arguments ahtml the tic. essity of postponing fm a u rtuiu time 
tin i rarwfn, nntion of tin- dact and indicated the period in which be is 
like i> to I' d < - ■ dei ision, viz. between the middle o fJanu ary  and the 
middle of f'c.i m aty.

t.buM.' i. i.ur < e.nsisl General in Calcutta, reports dial im 'b piembci 
; the \'i' i ' <y of India2 told him that in the event of war he would be 

y u le  unable to maintf >n British rule in India.
Gd.-c Mackcust-n the ue.iuoraudum of ,!u l h ugtiay.m Minister’s 

c<i ivers.iiion with Poncct.

l/i i i .i r; ■. k i lo rd  Pi rili. v.eh I. ,;i, ■■ in li is eyes, a d lor our 
f i i ' h ' i n i ' H t  loi I'm  y l.oraine. In tin- bottom of bis heart he still hopes, 
i in oil'll le. di ii not admit ii, that during G liam f i Im■ i iortliccming 
vim' in Rorrn o - n v i  j isuudi the Biitisli Govci mumi to gt> bai k on

1 IV •' Imiiii Iutk r • hintoriup, 1 I uni »w
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cisiorv. I am sorry he. is going. He is a man who by a slow and 

painful process lias come to understand and even to love Fascism.
He lias a genuine friendship for me, as I have for him.

His presence here would still have been useful. Anglo-Italian friend­
ship is too tender a plant to be exposed to shocks. And I do not know 
whether this Percy Loiainc is the most suitable sort of man. Not long 
ago he said some disagreeable things about Italy and the Duce arranged 
for some anonymous letters to be sent to him, containing carctully 
chosen insult.': and equally carefully chosen newspaper cuttings with 
photographs of our armed forces. The auspice, are not good. T o  think 
that Perth had become so friendly to us as to telegraph to his Govern­
ment— I have the deciphered te x t- on the day of my speech to the 
Chamber, that the Deputies' shouts for Tunis and Corsica did not 
reach the diplomatic gallery!

Perth recommends that while we are waiting for Cham berlain’s visit 
the campaign against France should be abated a little, in order not to 
create greater difficulties o f a domestic, nature for the Prime Ministei 
I gave him assurances.

Received von Mackcuscn and Strautz1 and gave them a report on 
the interview which took place between the D uo and General Or. him a 
at the Palazzo Venezia.

U k c e m i r.R 17. Nothing particularly striking, except that the I>urc 
approved, and : therefore sent, a noti to th> lie n c h  Ambassador 
affirming, with documentation, that the M uisolini-Lu.al agreement of 
January 1935 is juridically, politically, and h i s t o r i c a l l y  so; erseded. I 
gave the note a character o f perfect serenity and I concluded with 
v veiled hint at the possibility of a resumption ol negotiation... We 
inn,-.’ not, just yet pull the cord too tight. Above all, we must n o t  

p it : cut the French with an opportunity to blow Chamberlain's it 
.iky high.

Mussolini has gone to Carbonia, the r  \ coal-producing an 1 in 
Sardinia I Jo is v< > y satisfied with the results of the struggle for aeon ky. 
ile s ud 1 me to-day that it vva the foreigners who convirc ed n, that
uur (ouulry so d-.-.peran ly >’..nr that it is qu e use.h :n to si areli in it
lor 1 e:.ources. Hu line h ••cignei" who persuaded us in the pa t. lli.w 
we. ire not a i.tee, but an uuwarlikc conglomeration ol men an 1 
wnriien horn to serve ami delight tie p< • .1 ilie north. ■ < la .sie
example of this conception is to In found in th< ’ poll e*it to tin;
Din-'-i iry by C em ral IF rthi<-r alt. 1 he had hc;■ *l command •* Wily,

Dra.j' f .ia r p id. 1 set oil'fin Hungary. \t Trieste and I ostunua tin- 
erowda greeted ua with fervid dottiomltations end shot I < »i

1 J  hr > 1 an up jh illegible in  lb 'iginn? d in i) .  I>\. «* rHrtfcni* .ip).-c.us i.» !-n t •.
1  . vr»i 1 Si.rtttn,, ( « 'ut'irlloj' :> tfu (  ■ :i T 'il v n 1 1 1
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^ 2 1  ifPonis, Corsica, J ib u ti’. These are spontaneous demonstrations on 
the part o f the masses, who feel rising within them a profound 
rancour which accords with the traditions and the instincts o f the 
Italian people.

D f ' . e m b e r  ig -eo . M y reception in Hungary, all the tray from the 
frontier to Budapest, was that reserved for a returning . on, not for a 
foreigner to whom it is desired to pay respect. I was rather moved. It 
was cold, very cold, but the people were in the streets just the same.
Numb with cold and red in the face under the lash of the iev wind, 
they continued to shout and applaud.

In the Government loo I ibund a new atmosphere. 1 spoke frankly 
o f what the new Magyar policy will have to be; open, steady, and 
unequivocal adherence to the Axis. They all agree, though there j-. an 
atm phere of open hostility towards Germany. They arc afraid of 
Germany. Crake docs not conceal his anxiety, nor docs Imredy. 'l itis 
explains the intransigence shown towards Sz.dasi’s Hungarist Party, 
which is, n< w i th  less, gaining ground among the young. 1 assured the 
Hungarians that we will never permit Germany to act tow ards Hungary 
as she acted over Austria. In  the case of Austria there were very 
different reasons, which made the German policy logical and therefore 
acceptable. This assurance of mine did 11 rich to calm the Hungarian 
leaders, ’i hey ended by arriving at a concrete policy on the following 
baas: adherence to the Anti-Comintern Pact after Csak\’:> visit to 
Berlin; departure from G neva in May, alter provoking a crisis with 
I he I.r.,gue .f Nations by pi 'seining a hopelessly unacceptable memor­
andum about 1 la ir minorities; r a l ' / r i i r f u r n r i i t  with Yugoslavia. For the 
i.isi-i at ntioru d purpose <h asked me if I would take the opportunity 
,,| inv iev meeting with Stoyadinovich to lay the foundations o f an 
, 1 j n 1 meet. This is very satisfactory. Nothing nne.t be done which 
might lake on an anti-German Uavour, but from every point o f view 
it 1 >od that a close bloc should be formed between Italy, Yugoslavia, 
anil Hungary.

Inwards Roumnnia Hungarian sentiment is vet y hostile. Csaky gave 
me » lout id ibis, but lie v. as itimiediately interrupted bv lmre<lv, "  ho 
bad forest ■1 my objt ctions. The Regent, however, spoke more openh 
io me of a p" ible attack on Rotiniama and added rli.v the 1.' u ■ had 
i in lie 'led to him in K on k 1'is a; >pr. 'V.d of an act 'on of till' k it'd. 1 threw
e.oid v, " r on tie id-a and gave the. Recent lo understand that such 
.1 dcr isin'i would.' quire 'o be r -examined in the light ol the .ubsequent 
devt f'| . ■ 1 its of the situation.

Di et Mi.i.ft ’ i. 'I he internal im aiioc is not altogether cleat llie  
mii-Scmiiii l.uvaud tl.osc lo.r .'.•1 . in reloi m >.'ill la launched .-'hortly, 

arm the Govm nnciv expects Ian.; results 1. 0m them. We shall «ee
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there is no doubt that a new ferment is at work among the young,
and that the v hole feudal structure of Hungary is beginning to be felt 
as an intolerable burden by them. The Hungarist Party is spreading. 
Round Szalasi there is growing up an atmosphere o f martyrdom which 
is useful to him. I m yvlfd o  not believe in the Government’s accusation 
that he wants to sell Hungary to Germany. Hubai, who is leader of the 
Party while Szalasi is in prison, sent me a very warmly worded telegram.
In  order not to be the author o f a document which the Government 
might view with disfavour, I made no direct reply, hut I let him know 
through Vinci how pleased I had been to receive the greetings of 
the nationalist Magyar youth. Who knows what the future ha' in 
store?

D k c f . m i . e r  2 2 . Return journey.

D e c e m b e r  23. I  reported to the Duce, who was very pleased with 
the results o f the visit. W e made a genera! survey plus programme and 
settl' d f'-w points to be discussed when Chamberlain is here. The 
Duce also confirmed that it is now his intention to adhere to the 
triangular pact of assistance, as proposed by Ribbentrop,

The attack in Catalonia has had notable success. Gam bara’s tele­
grams are enthusiastic and even M uti’s scanty dispatches confirm the 
success.

D r  c  1 a h e r  24. I gave the German Cfiargd d ’Affaires and the 
Ambav-ador of Great Britain copies of the note addressed by me to 
1 ant ois-Poneet. Pet th read part of the non a n d  expressed the opinion 
that it was very tem perate—the end seemed to him particularly good.
W e talked about (lie pledge France had given u; to support our action 
(or the conquest o f  Abyssinia. Perth said that Laval had sought him 
out and told him that thin pledge related only to economic questions. 
That, is not true. I told Perth that the French were fully informed o(
<•111 plai .. for territorial conquest. I also recounted to him a conversa 
1 cl 1 had with 1 landin in Paris in May icgjfj, in which he g; ■<: me 

smue adviu* about the best method of starling the war. He suggested 
stirring up a revc.it o f the Ras against the Negus, which would have 
given us a pretext to inteivcne. These statements of mine made a great 
impression on Perth.

Good news from Spain, th e advance continues, in spite nl the 
crmntei attacks of the Reds.

I J e c im u r r  .5 . Nothing new More disturbing reports lioni Yug »- 
.s' ,>'ia .ilm'ii the position of Stnymlmovich. but although the results ol 
'hi e i f  1,1111s give tan- : i r c f  'i'l, t n self ant uoi ahumed for the 
present Government. 1 have great < • mlidcnee in Suiv.nliuovic I , He ;s 
a pilot with a steady pulse and he has weathered much heavier stoi ms 
than this.
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X^ l 'iS ir c E M B E R  26. France has sent a note in reply to ours. It is a bland 
contradiction ol our statements and is naturally not without certain 
inaccuracies T do not think it requires a counter-reply.

Good new-, from Spain o f the Italian units, which are making rapid 
prog re: towards their objectives. The Spaniards arc not doing so well

cince more they show themselves to be slow and irresolute in the 
offensive.

I he Nuncio spoke to me about, the position of Catholic Action and 
launched out into a sharp personal attack on Staraec, whom he 
described as ‘a dangerous pagan and a disgraceful example of int­
ro. 1 liity in his private life as well, i  he Nuncio hinted at the possibility 
of a visit irom the Duce to the Pope on the occasion ol the tenth 
anniversary o f the Concordat, but I replied that the idea did n o t.. id 
'o me feasible. At most I might go to the Vatican myself hen ring a 
message front the Duet., But even that will requite consideration.

D1.1 i.M cr 27. Nothing new.

Diti 1 Min u 28. I have intervened in Spain with Franco, and have 
also got the Germans to intervene, to make him decide *o mow h.s 
troops. There a possibility of winning a decisive, victory, but (titer 
again the bp.miarrJa look like letting it . lip through 'licit' fingers.

I  t c o m b i  k  29. Nothing very impor'.uit. Conversation with our 
Naval Attache in Japan, Commander Che, who described -hr enthu- 
sia.rn of the Japs li <' It; lv and their resentment again? Germany. Ghe 
1. a vcjv good friend of Japan, but he says that we should am rely on 
her too much. At , . the (.inquest < f China she will need capital and 
she will n i'd rest and he won’t want to sa< riliee It* own interests tor 
any fo" ign country.

D r e mu  it e. }0. Communicated to Lord Perth on Im his
»Ue< essOl .

M ,u rf li. . k from Corsica, continued what I alie n' knew, i.e. tint 
t ,1 iri ideiiii.'in does not exist and that the whole Party of Petrit
Knee a iniiounts to bout ten persons. The other side, however, is not 
i x.tet!" fe n tfl . ah. • —the direct ns o, the Corsica:i newsp.i vis wlti« h 
:n, inns' violent  against us told M atcllt 'hat, ii we -nv* dtetn a little 
nmrisi publicity, they will break olT tin iti-lt,ili.m c: ntpaigti.

1 / ug eon- ersatiof "  ill' Alberto Gianom i,1 *.vlf has e nne ba< k Irom 
.1 Ion"; sojourn abt> id. I had not seen him sine: he '.'Oiigriite.il, about 
I.mi fix'll ar.x an. lb  has got liu and eo longer ' as tP - 0 bellious 
vi\. . i*y -i imi.'i whit h . liaracte*ized him in the old da .... ■' talked 
a b o u t  the voilii 01 cw/g'o'r- -a wretched little world, without hope 01 
will, split |n f> " vl aunn. ,itie*. md compelled to move in tl e oil..

» All .1 (o ftl.tJini' i, .t jot.i .1

/ V 6 ■ «0^S\
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prescribed by the masters of the house, that is, the French Govern­
ment. A little world of moral and material misery destined to disappear 
in the near future without leaving a trace behind.

D e c e m b e r  3 ; . The new Japanese Ambassador visited me to present 
his credentials. For a career diplomat and a Japanese one at that, he is 
[i ett'/ outspoken and energetic. lie  talked about the Tripartite Pact, 
and immediately revealed himself as a partisan of the strengthening of 
the system. He does not disguise, however, that there is still a strong 
party in Japan in favour of a r e p p r o e h r  i f , i t  with Great Britain and 
America

From Spain Gambara and Viola report a conversation with Franco, 
in the course ol which the Generalissimo seems to have been per.maded 
to unite hi: efforts to outs in older 10 get more concrete results from the 
offensive in Catalonia. We shell see what happens in the next few days 
— just now pr. ious time has been wasted.

Ba' iianini painted a very sombre picture of the internal situation, 
and he too fulminated against the usual culprit, Starace. 'I here is some 
truth in it -  v.e. arc not living in a hrd of roses. Bm Starace is not. 
wholly to blame and out must remember that Bastianini, at forty, is 
alieady a discontented, mured old man, wlm can only talk of what 
used to be done ‘in his day’.
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0 -t . , . , i  p

iNr,Ex
( . Italian Con‘uil-Gcne"itl in Hene, I'rinrev? of, r;

Clali tili.t, vifij Hryinans, Albrrt, Smiili Afrii mi Mini
..... bbt-lv J'oepli, |ri, it.}, rat ste to Italy, jry j

Gotrim', Hermann, 3 ,, 37, .30, 43. 5H, Himmler, II "imi. It. lieud <1 I lie < lermriti 
1.9, lin, <yi, toa, 104, 106, 134, 138, State police, aa, u ;i 
i.jh, 34, i!I(. 188 liiraide, II,, ,|ujiair,e Military \lt.nln'

<toga, Oi-i.i inn, Roumanian Prime irt Italy, 37, 39, 47, t0,3
Minister, 63, 73 Hir da, Koki, Japan' .r  ft reign Minis)' 1,

Hdmblk, Gyula, former Hungarian .19
I'rmir Minin r, 64 Hitler, Adolf, 1, a,. Jt>, .to, ,( \ 4, 30,

) irantli, i n>11111 Hint. Itali. • Ambassador 40, 44, In, lifi. <" 1, 70, 79, 3, 74 , 77,
fnCi.-at Hi!,.ini, 11. 1 j . 14, 1;. in. 7II, Hi, {la, II4, t),. Oil, no. 95, 't'i, 97,
*1 at -H ,n . 4 'j ' i , ; 73 , 74, 7 9 , '< '>  >"3, >n. >‘ :l-
7(1, 77, 7ll. !l1. 86, 91, 92, 107,117, 114. 121, 1 a |, i')n 14II, 149, 150,
'ill, 1,'.. vi 131, 13a, 113, 159. '.'>9 . i;>4 . i.v,. if,)), 1 ... 1 Ml.
1 11. "-,1 1 n. iri, 1VI. , l i a '  'HR "ea. il>e„ 1 (in, 1S7,

Gravi-mi, Maidi.il Rnlnll., Viceroy ol > T * .  >7fi. >77 . »7t*. 1B1. ilO, il!H,
I. ill 1111ii. 1. 19, (li, 1 ji 193,

t ; 11 ■ • r i c-11 S.ivirt agent, :| Itnnrr, Sir Samuel. I,inner Hrn, ,li I ,irri •,
'.irin. Henry, l.iilniunian .nunialist, .■ , Mini’.ie,-, II
i -,i i|<! Guru,is, l 'm e't.’iyan Minister Hod/a, Dr. Milan l’rin Mmihici >>l

in lu.lv, 905 C'wchrwlovaHa, 138, in.'
t juanglia, RalKu llo, Iialian Amli.iis.itloi 1 luu -Belidia l.rslb Htitidi Sr, n t.nv •!

n France, 191 State lor War, mi, tie,, tot), I I  I

f'.iuiuiii J cli, • , Muiinlrr of Trade and Hi" uhnenl, Tbeodit, Dire lor "l ill' 
(orreivy, 1 1 7, jO, 3O, :,o. 71. 1 IQ, Political Department of the .ViMi 'ian
139 t.hnni'Hlery, 37, 39

( iaei i . i  Dural A. Urn/.ili nt Viiltra jadoi llnilhyil' Nagyh m.i, Adnih.il Mill!"
lo Italy .ii). 31 103, ltd,, 173 It 1 ('em "t Ho n'.trt 1',11. 109, •■ ■ "i

Guise, Duclirv.e tie, 111, j n y

Holla, Mnsa Akl, Jap.niru Vmlmstnd'
I l'i,‘il:"ii VII Ko " ol No tv,a , lo Italy, y, 114, o', ’ll, : i, 11,3: 1
f I *11, e Insrir, I 111 jirri 11 ol I-.tHiopi . jtl, 4 1, j 1 ji). r,i), ,u, t,i 1, • 1, ip,,

It I. qH, 119, roll 103, 11 y, 130, 141, 137, 11l;i, 1 71, till
Halt I n i "'I, 3 ,, -ill, ’’ t. 0 1. 11 u 107, Uni Sha 1 ( Hung, lam > I ........... lout \

, 13, i i ,) Qj ol Maiu'hukuo. I O’,
Hn»*rl, l.'lrivli von, (,< : ” 1,". An.f i ...id' llubal, li ■ !,r uj llnmi,irian \iim 1 ,1 ■ 

in Italy, It, 33. .’3. 23, j)’. - 1'  •.*<i 13 Parry, (.‘oil
■1 1, (i), 41  31. 37, cio. In,  bj ,  1 iy, Hi

a i . l , .  ■ Charge il'Ail’aiieit i" linirdv, Ildii, Himi," 1 mo I’riinr Mi.., aei, 
I'uiim. i ,' id, ui>, 1 | |. |M 131, 13K. 11. Ijln 17H. "j)'. I ' l

Hin lei "ii, Si ’1",\ ill*, Hiiiiah AniO-n'.ii IqII, 307
,1 1 01 (.rriiiany, O.j, 131, it" Ingianni, t riuli". Diitrn i (.1 neial . 1 tii.

1 Kiniral. leader if lltr Siideni■ Mercantile M.ni ■ . ',11
,,,II Iriiim ||. I'.ii in 1 I . iy/ Iiiiji ,un, 1 (In.ml Imrn' ( iiniiinell.it ai 

| !, rein 1 I" 1 I, i.innri I ri in I, Prime .lie Hiili.lt 1 nibv-.v M ••nr. 1, 3
M 1" 1, tun 0, in. II, '  1 .  l+. >3

II, ,• Itiif ' I - I IVi • iy. i  ,. «i•. f|. I . i n ,  ].. Not vogi ni Minis'. 1 r, lu i. .
4 " 1  pid, It?

1 : ., , r , • I 1 1 1 ', Sni'i 1 11 I. ni 11 I, In -a P n In. It "U'i..111111" Mnn-.iei
l ei vr, . l in '  and Mintiulinl, 34, lor the Navy and All r1'
II, . | ■. 1 i , ; 1 Hit 1111, I ■ ■ 4 11 itl* K i 1 1 "I 1, r Vi‘ tm 1 nai 1,a ' I l 1
173, 140. 1 >J 133, 134 130, tiri. King nl' Italy
'/(, 170, 1,.' ■ ' Italy, Queen n|, 97 1 ,)



(((Wfi , (or\'A_ /  i j ,  CIANO'*. I»|.\*Y t  j

Jattiinon. 1'r .intrv» luli.ni Mini: . >• i . M cAnrir  («■( ,'<■ NVw >'. .1 I.^nk-i 
Allinniii yi, i|.(, ip, >|li, n.|, 117, 1:'
0 7 ,  m i.  1 j .. ! 13, ilj.j, i X  , jo. \l:i< liiavi Hi, 73
joi, )oa, M j Ntackcnjicn, 1 ian: Crort' < . Crnunn

I.iiht. Naiionalbi r>h •. •!, • j 1 Aml>a irior m Itu.y, ■ /!(. i"i.
III.'. IVin I -II I I I hr Mp:« 111 li 1I.1 102, 1113 »<>;.. inh, ijn. mi, 1..

«J. m *«:•» MO, 133, 134. 13C. 1 1 Vi.
• *>?. iRl, 1 f!■/, mi), Jim 1, 'M.,, .. Ji

. , 1, M 1/ \ IVi.. A. 1 ijjnijl Nalion.ilr 1k  mya, Killrri.i . 111 n iijh 11 ■ 1 1 ,iri . 1,
M in i...... . ......... . k|,  .......I, l - n  A-nl, .uiJor l'. (..'nv'.i.y ,1."

" ti t vi, , 47. i v  ,it" : :;11 a , s ....... ‘ ......
,li„, , .n  , ,p .  ;u ,l,r lu l, ;m "i  >i«rlm, 7,

Krll.-I i.rr. Will,,-I.,, Chin  -,f 1. **'''• ■ «•<>
(,# in rial Sufi ..I I hr Wrliiiii.iilll, 'H- 1,1,1

/1( Mjimpurir ( -ur/io jolu odist .j-d n.ivf,l-

Kri11.il, Mumiif 1 I’ n-Milriii n f  i m kri. i l l ;  ' l ' 1 '
I'rn, I ..... |.i, .11,1 Nr ' M \"f........  ' ’ .I".
r Mini , r, 1 IV'

. . .  , MuinonmJi IiiihIm, writer. 7.Kol!,* ( .unit.M ini, All>.HM*in t'rnnr . . . , ,V
MmtJi'rr Mrtiu iuiktto, 1.11 v«>y J <ion»rnm,»r\ .1.

Kw,ir< , " ’k" l |r’ < ' M, rmnl, iJcRnu, dauftlitn of  Cndi-ln,- '
Mnn oni, pi

M.U* Oln. f ,p>
(..*{. <i.l« Ur Km . h <lipJoui.il ;H Marin* ti, J1., mdtiMrinlm, i<
I j» Konjor, (.ol. i|r Ir.'iflrr of llir ( .m r  M ailed  Sovin nffriil, ,

ti* Ptu,  M v 1 arfu*. <»rji r.1». ■ Ii.iliaii Milit«r>
l . \| lull.-, ! 1 I|li»r|, ,r, Ann* In in Hriio 1 I (mi

I,,. ,.| . x.l'niiM Mill! •• ! > 1 M.ii/id ’ (-*i<*vnin 1 H.t tt 't.i, lVr|r* \ «'*
Jianrr. !i, 44, n, innt, 4of- uc>H Nap)**, pi

I 1 i ' f ', Al/v , Sri 1 rtary-(<rii( 1 .il I f M.naryk, Jem. ( zr< licinlnviik Miro'iiri to 
J 1. 11. I i . r- itfn ’ Hfl* • !»., < ■ >1 Mriiaii'  ̂ •

I r, hi i, \lr#i.t'nlr*', Mini mm '•** • ili*in Mii’.irnniJilIn, (»iu.*f,p|w, f*rf i• | ol I i»I
\!i irM, ii. 1' i • 1 d l  1. /•» /Mil", 1H7

l iiMifio\a, | rkrui, AHirtiiiun fmiiyii M*4iir«iili (Jinconto Six idint |)
Miiimhm . it,  • r| i(il» itum <e<l itt M)J4, H*i

’ niii'litfnw, 1. il ' • •! Imlt.i, . f'i.imy l.uiv rii'i I *ml«* 1•Sn iriaiy I"'
J «t• 11k* . I ,. /Vimlrum Militut P alul I» !rf;i.i| Its m i»i "I

in li 1 iiim , /!»', M,(>cr, frt'nily, 140
1 mii.u 1 I 1 Iv, hij Mi. iim. Counl SnitfiliM Mim
i.op»ic u- V'imMi#ii. li.ilmu \iiiliM'.s.ui *• hit to l ĝypt, yj
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