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been bestowed upon deeds of valour and martial daring ; and
no renown has generally been considered equal to that honorably
gained by Arms in face of an enemy. The most nable families
are proud to trace their descent from some celebrated warrior,
and any distinction or trophy won by him i$ usually more

tant events, o in honour of remarkable persons or deeds, dates
from the times of the Gireeks and Romans; but only in modern

and worn as personal decorations.

Grold chaing and medals were frequently bestnwed by Prmces 3
in the XV. and XVI. centuries on Ambassadors, and others

whom they wished to honour, and these marks of favor were
certainly intended to be worn by the recipients ; Queen Kliza-
beth* gave medals for naval achievements; but not until the
next century can instances be found of such rewards being
conferred for distinguished services in the field. Probably the
earliost Medal in existence struck by, or for an anhshman, iy
a war medal dated 1480, of large size, and in the early Ttalian
style. On the obverse is a head with “Jo Kuxpar Ruopr,
Turcvperrartus,” and on the reverse the arms of Kendal, with
the inscription “TrEMPORE 0BsIDIONIS TURCORUM, MCCOOLXXX.
The first medals given in Enqlemd for ‘rhlmu'y SEIVICeS were

i These Medals were of mver, and oval i shapa, huvmg on one side
the head of the Queen, and on the other an Ark on the Sea, 1118(‘111)6(1——
Seepas tmnqmlla per undus.

,/A
(o3
p>*

Tur highest rewards in all ages and nations have invariably

treasured and prized than any other dignity or mark of honour.
The custom of striking medals to commemorate victories, impor:

times have medals been issued as a rew.ud of martial services,

L
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| struck by order of Oharleq o by a warrsmt dated from the i

Court at Oxtor& May 18th, 1643; to reward such soldiers as
“degumhed thembelves in forlom Impes The warrant was
1ssue,d to the Wamiens of the Mlm; i B

i

8¢ CHARLEB R,

, “Trusty, and welLbeloved W greet y@u‘
‘vaell whérea@ we h'we received information that those solchers i
which have been forward to serve usg in the Fotlorn- -hope, are
not looked upon according to their merited valour and loyalv

| serviee, We do therefore yequire, that from heneeforward the i ;_
Commander-in-Chief, both of Horse and Foot, which ¢ Tead el i

the I‘orlorn—hope, upon whom also we mean to bestow special |
tokens of our princely favour, do stmfy in writing the namesu ‘
' of those soldiers whom they find most forward in serving us,
their King and country, that care may be taken to reward their
i deserving,s, and make them specully known to all our good
sv.b]eotsa For which end we have thought fit o require Bit
! Wllham Parkhurat Kt., and Thomas Bushell, Tsq., Wardens of
| our Mint, to prowde from time to time certain Bndges of Bilver,
containing our Royal image, and that of our dearest son, Prince
Oharle~ to be delivered to wear on the breast of every man who
shall be certified under the hands of their Commander-in- Chief
to have drme us faithful service in the Korloru-hope.
iiAnd wé do therefore, most strajghtly command, that mo
 soldier at any time do sell, nor any of our subjects preswme o
buy, or wear, any of these said Badges, other than they to whom
~we shall give the same, and that under such pein and pumsh«
ment as our Council of War shall think fit to inflict, if any
shall presume to offend against this our Royal command. And
' we further require the said Commanders and Wardens of our
Mins, to keep several Registers of the names of those, and of
their country, for whom they ghall give their uermﬁcate. Given
] mt our Court at Oxford the 18th. drw of ’\My, 16L3.

Theﬂe Medals had the effigy of the ng on one suie, and
of Prince Charles on the other.

On Sunday, October 23rd, 1642, was fought the hattle of
Kdgehill, in which Robert Welsh or Walsh, an Irish genblpman,
who commanded a troop of horse, succeeded in recovering from
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y«the Parhameut;arv iorces, the standard of the King's own Iegx-‘ i
il ment, taken by them, and also aaptured two p:teces of cannon,
. and & waggon belonging to the Barl of Hssex The following
| 'mormn&, ‘the king, upon the bopbt;ﬁdgehﬂl kmghted Mr. Walsh,
 who was presented to him with these trophies by Prince. Ruperﬁ
and on the lst. of June, ‘1643 a gold medal was oxderad for
‘thia officer, the obverse to bea.r the royal hgure and his son.

b rmée ‘Charles, tlxe reverse to hme the royal banner used in b
. the above battle, ‘to be inscribed ¢ Prr Reaain ‘\IANDATUM L
f (agors REqis moo ABSIGNATUR, honrmo WELCH MILIT[ il Sir,

ot the medal,, which is oval, having on one side the eﬂ‘wm% ot the‘ il

king and of Prince Charles, inseribed Cag. Rex. M, B Boww
H. 'Can! PRINLE&’S, and on the reverse the royal standmd,‘ in
bend sinister, inseribed “ Prr RecAve MAnpATY CAROLY PEGI‘S,“
HOU A‘S‘BIGNATUR Rok: Werew Mimn,” was recorded m the
‘ (,ollegfe of Armm, on the l4th. of August, 1685  This medal

Harns Nicolas states that a copy of the warrant, with a dramng L ‘

wis worn on the breast, as appears by the knights own

narrative, punted for himself in 1679, The long parliament

passed an act in 1649, emctmg that the tenth of all pm?eq'w it

due to the Lord High Admiral, should be approprmted ;
medals or other rewards for emiinent service ab sea, W}uf‘h :
-ordinance was repeated in the succeeding year *

After the defeat of the Scots at Dunbar, by Cr mnwell on the A
uld of bnpfsmbw, 1650, the House of Commons *ordered that “
it he referred to the committee of the army, to utmsular whatff.
medcdq may be prepared for officers and soldiers, that wers
in this servics in Secotland, and set the proportions and the
values of them, and their number, and present the estimate
of them to the House.” The house voted that the officers
and men “which did this excellent service” should be pre-

sented with gold and silver medals..  Simon, an  eminent

. engraver of that day, was sent to Cromwell, to consult with
 him as to the device for this medal. Dr Haxris, in the
. appendix to his “ Historical and Critical Account of Oh‘w,r‘ :
Cromwell,” page 538, has printed an oviginal letter of (‘mmj i
well's to the parliament (then in the possession of James

‘ L% Bee: Naval Medals,
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i I‘Qa‘rhb‘ Hsq., of ‘Fairford Jin (Hloucestershire, and subqequeﬁtly
of John Raymond Barker, of the same place), on Bymonds
(Simon) proceeding  as above stated.  The letter is hlghly‘

characteristic, and iy as follows

| “For ye Honble the Committee for the Army, these. ‘
“ Gentl,—It was not a little Wonder to me to see that you '

| should send Mr. Symond< S0 great a journey about a business

importinge so little, as far as it relates to me when, as if
my poore opinion may not.be rejected by yow, I have to

offer to that weh I thinke the most noble end, to witt, the

commemoracon  of bhat great mercie at Dunbar, and the

A\gxa‘omtu, to the army, wch might better be expresaed upon .
‘the meddal by engraving as on the one side the Parliamt, -
weh T heare ywas intended, and ‘will do singularly well i

on the other side, an amy wth, this inseription over the

. head (of it, The Liord f Hosts, weh was or word that day
 wherefore, if [ may begg it as a favor from. youn, I most
~ earnestly beseech you, if T may do it wth out offence, that

it may be soe; and if you thinke mnot fitt to have it ag I
offer, you may alter it as you see cause, only I doe thinke
I may truely say it will be verie thankfully acknowledged
by me, if you will spare the having my effigies in it.

“Mhe gentlemans paynes and trouble hither have been verie

great, and I shall make it my seconde suite unto you that

you will please to conferr upon him that imploymt in yr
service weh Nicholas Briott had before him; indeed, the man

' is ingenious and worthie of encouragemt. I may not presnme

much, but if at my request and for my sake he may obteyne
this’ favor, I shall put it upon the accompt of my obligacons,

weh are not a few, and I hope shal be found readie

gratefully to acknowledge and to approve myself, Gentl,
“Yor most reall servant,
“Edmburg,b, 4th of Feb., 1650-1.” L RO, OromweLL.

Cromwell’s modesty was over-vuled, and the medal boms his
bust.  On the obverse is the head of Cromwell, profile :
under the shoulder, Tho: Simon F.; the motto about the
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‘head, Worp At Dunsar,—TaE LORD on"‘Hl“os;t‘-:s‘,‘*——Sﬂnmm‘w ¥i
3, 1650; behind, the head a prospect of the battle. The,
reverse has the House of Commons sitting, as represented
‘on the Parliament Great Seal, 1648, and also on that of the

 Commonwealth, 1651. It is remarkable also for Cromywell’s

likéness,when‘ Ligutenr{nt-qeueml.‘ Thig is;engravgd ju,."_‘ Dl

Medallick History of England,” and in “Simon’s Medals a,n'd
Coins” The Dunbar Medal is of two sizes,* and s thie
first given generally to officers and men, as is the present
practice, and no insfance oceurred of a general distribution of
medals by the Sovereign’s command until that for Waterloo
was authorisedt G : At
In the two works immediately referred to there are en{
gravings of several wmedals, probably worn by oficers and
soldiers as honorary badges; some contain the effigy of King

Charles the TFirst or Prince Rupest, or Sir Thomas Fairfax

or fhis son, or the Earls of Fssex, Manchester, or Dumferline,
Gieneral Rossiter, or of other Parliamentary comimanders; on’

¥ Both are in the British Museum s one is in gold and the other i
in silver ; there is an aperture at the tiop for the ribbon. :

1 It is rocorded that when Napoleon surrendered hiraself on hoard
the Bellerophon, he was received by a captain’s detachment of the
BRoyal Marines, After acknowledging the salute, he minutely ispected
the men, and having remarked that they were very fine and well
appointed, the ex-emperor added, *‘ are theve none amongst them who
have seen service I”  Upon being told that nearly the \&%fol‘e of them
had scen much service, he exclaimed, * What 1 and no marks of merit,”
The officer explained that it was not customary to confer medals, except:
upon officers of the highest yanks. The conversation terminated by
Napoleon remarking, *‘Such is not the way to excite or cherish the
military virtues,! i : ‘
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hhe revei'se 'Wem then‘ names. or drms, or a lepreseni;aﬁan‘

of the Parlisment, or the words Murvsri, or Pro Riuirons

| Lwer my Parrzammnto, or For Kine Anp Paprramvewr. It
now seems impossible to discover the precise history of these
medals, The victory of Naseby, on ‘the 14th. of June, 1645,
_ was commemorated by a silver-gilt medal, with a ring: on
| one side was the efigy of Sir Thomas Fairfax, inscribed,
Tro: Famrax sres Mrorr. Parn, Dux) Gewe; the reverse
bore Meruters, within a circle, and Posr Hamc Muiiora, 1645.
The Parliamentary medal, which was distinet from the naval
. muedal, before adverted to, cannot be deseribed with certainty ;
but it is supposed to have had the effigies of the victorious
gonerals on oue side, and the Parliament on the other. It
appears o have been instituted soon after that for Dunbar,
as the House of Commons conferred it on Colonel Mackworth,
. by resolution dated the 27th. of August, 1651, with a chain

 of gold to the value of one hundred pounds. = This officer
‘Waﬁs governor 'of Shrewsbury, and his service consisted in
refusmg to surrender the castle and garrison when summoned
by the forces of the royalists.

With these exceptions the medals of the Commonwealth
era appear to have been given for naval services against the
Duteh, such  distinctions being granted to Cenerals Blake
and Monk, Vice- Admiral Penn, and Rear - Admiral Lawson,
and certain officers of the fleet. Blake’s medal for the victory
over the Duteli floet off the Texel, in 16563, was purchased
by William the Fourth for one hundred and fifty guineas.
At this period the position of these officers was scarcely
defined, for at times they appear to have fought on land
as well as at sea*

The medals of sueceeding reigns appear . to have been
confined to maval services: although medals were struck  in
commemoration of the wvictories of the great Duke of Marl:
borough, it is certain that they were mnot worn by either
officers or soldiers.

After the battle of Culloden, on the lbth of | April, 1746, a
‘gold medal was struck, having on the obverse, the head of the

* Moo Naval Medals.
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Duke of Cumberland ; the veverse had a figure of Apollo, and
a dragon pierced by an arrow, inseribed, Actim mer 1ienT.
PERIT, andm the ‘exergue, ‘PEML. Colod. Ap. xvi, MDOUOXEVE.
| This medal ‘Was given to officers who commanded regiments
(at the battle, and was ‘worn round the neck by a erimson
ribbon with a green border, = W e
| The medals granted by the HoNourapim Easr Inpta Com-
PANY* are mext in order of time. G Lo
A medal was issued to Officers and men, by the East India
Company, for the Campaigns in the Deccan, agaiﬂst‘ﬁ[’:[ydje;\ﬁii

and his son Tippoo Sahib, 1780-84.  'This ‘med‘a.ll was granted

by an order in Couneil, January 19th,, 1784, and‘_Was in ng‘ul;e_l.,; ‘
silver, and inferior metal, Obverse, Britannia, seated apon a

trophy ‘of Arms, holding ‘& wreath in her outstretched ha,i)‘ld,f gl

towards a ‘fortress in ‘the distance. Reverse, an inseription
in Persian, which may thus be translated : “The courage and

exertions of those valiant men by whomt the name of BEnghish- f
men has been celebrated and exalted from  Hindoston to the 00

Deccan, having been  established throughout  the world, | this
hag been granted by the Government of Caleutta, in com-

memoration of the excellent services of the brave. 'Year of =

the Hegira, 1199, e, 1784, Within' a cirele is the following
legend, also in Persian': “Ag coing are current in the warld,
80 shall the bravery and exploits of those heroes by whom

the names of the vietorious English nation was cartied from

Bengal to the Deccan,” Suspended from a vellow cordy 0

In 1793, June 4th., by an order in Couneil, the Fast Izidi;zq
Company granted & medal t6 the Officers and  men under

Lord Cormwallis, General Meadows, and General Abercromby,
engaged in the war in Mysore, 1791-92, against Tippoo Sahih,
The medal was issued in gold, silver, ete,, as the Decean Medal.
~ Obverse, a Sepoy in the Military costume of the time, \hqlding
the British flag in his right hand, in his left the - Mysore
banner reversed, in the background a view of Beringapatam.
Reverse, within a wreath, “For services in the ‘.Mysm‘e, 1791-

1792; surrounded by o Persian inseription, “A token of the .
bravery of the troops of the English Government in the war ‘

in the Mysore, in the yeur of the Hegira, 1205-12067

*



i ’I’hem were v sizes O medal in silvex' ‘and 1t
| worn. suspendﬁd fmm a yeliow silk cord. i
 Omne of the most d%hmg exploits in the war of Myaore was i
‘ptm'e of B'mgak)re, the second city in the dominions of

and the gute was covered by a close thicket of Indian thorns.

and the troops in advancing and ‘endeavouring to force an
‘[‘entrance, were exposed to & decstmwlve fire | of mus‘ketly
. Colonel Monrhouse, one of the best officers in the service,
i fell mortally wounded. At 1ength Tientenant Ayre, amman of
 diminutive stature, succeeded in forcing his way through the

i ‘xhattered gate ; which gallant action, being observed by General

‘Maadnwa, ‘he shouted to the stormers, “Well| done ! mnow
‘whlskers, try if you can follow and support the little gentle.
man” This animated appeal succeeded, the troops ‘rushed
‘thlough the gate into the town, and drove ouf the enemy at
" the point of the bayonet.
By an order in Council, Fort Wdhmn, May | 15th. 1807,
medal was granted to the troops engaged in the capture of
. Qeylon from the Dutch, 1795-96. Obverse, “ For services in
\the Tsland of Ceylon, A.p. 1795-96.”  Reverse, an inseription

. in Persian, “This medal was given by way of acknowledgement

. of services in (,eylon, in the year of the Hegira, 1209-1210,
zuspended {rom a yellow silk cord, (Seringapatam Mr’dal see
. post). |
it medal for services in Hgypt was granted by general order,
i July Sist., 1802, In 1801, General Sir David Baird was
,idsspatched from India in command of a force of 2,800 Bmmsh

troops, 2,000 Sepoys, and 400 picked artillerymen, to Egypt,
" ito join. the army under Szr Ralph  Abercromby, landed

 them from England, to act agawst the French. Sir David
was. joined on the 17th. of May, at Jeddah, in the Red Sea,
by an expedxtmn from the Cape of Good Hope, consisting
of the. 61st. Regiment, some light cavalry and artillery, and on
June Bth. landed at Cossier.  (See Bgyptian Campaign, post).
Obversa, a Sepoy holdmg a Union Jack in his right hand,
in rear, a cawp, with an inscription in Persian:  This medal
has been presented in commemoration of the defea.t of the

’L’1 pOO Tt was encloqed by a high wall and a deep d1tch o

 The attack was made without any examination of the ground s
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| French armxm in the ngdom of Egypt, by the bra,very and
. ability of the victorions arthy of England? ‘Reverse, o 8hip |
in full sail, with the Union Jack flying ; pyramids and obelisk
in the back ground In the exergue, the date, 18,01, Worn
as the preceding. i o

In 18560 a claqp was added to thm medal Whlch Wwas sance
tioned by the Queen in 1848, !

In July, 1810, o small Anglo-Indian foree, under the com-
mand of Colonel Keating, with a squadron of ships of the

" Royal  Navy, under Commodore Rowley, captured the Isle e

of Bourbon from the Krench.

On the 29th. of November of the same year, an army of

about 10,000 men from India, commanded by Ceneral ‘J.
Abereromby, assisted by a squadron of ships, under the coni-
mand of Vice-Admiral Bertie, landed in/the Isle of France,
and after a smart action, in which the F rench were defeated,
Gleneral Decaen, the French (Governor, proposed  terms of
capitulation, and on December 3rd,, surrendered the TIsland

to Gireat DBritain. Two hundred and nine pieces of heavy

ordnance, with ample stores of ammunition, five French frigates,

and a corvette, with twenty-four merchant ships, were captured,

'From that time, the Isle of France, henceforth known by
its older name of Mauritiug, has remained a dependency of
the British crowu, !
' For these services a mechl was gmnted by ger'eml order, \
dated, Fort William, September 10th., 1811. Obverse, a Sepoy

holding the Union Jack, trampling on ‘the Erench colours and

Eagle; by his side a gun;in the back eround, ships at anchor.
Reverse, within a wreath a Persian 'inscription: *This medal
was confeired in commemoration of the bravery and aceus-
tomed fidelity exhibited by the Sepoys of the 'English

company in the capture of the Mauritius Islands, in the year

of the Hegira, 1223.” Round the wreath, “Ropricuss, 6th.
July, mooecrx,  Boursow, Sth. July, and Ists or FrANCE,
9rd.. December, Mpcoox.” The medal is worn as the preceding,
Her  Majesty’s 69th. and 86th. Reglments were engaged m
this service..
By a general order, Febrmary 11th, 1812, a medal’ was‘
conferred on the troops, numbering about 12,000, engaged in
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the reduction of Java, under the command of General Sir
8. Auchmuty. ' (See capture of Java, post),  Obverse, Bepoys
earrying Fort Cornelis ; on the flag staff is the  British flag
 over the Dutch, above, the word Cornuris. Revorse, a Persian
| inscription : “This medal was given in commemoration of the
valour and courage displayed by the Sepoys of the Bast India
. Company, in the capturs of Java, in the year of the Hegira,
1998”7 The legend iy in English, *Java, conguered, 26th.
Angust, MDOCCXL.” Worn ag the preceding
| Her Majesty’s 14th., 59th., 69th., 78th., and 89th. Regiments
of foot swere piresent at the capture of Java, ‘ :
A medal was granted by general ovdet, March 20th., 1816,
for the two campaigns in Nepaul, 1814-16, under Generals

| Marley, Wood, Gillespie (who was killed), and Ochterlony.

. Obverse, troops marching across hills crowned with stockades ;
‘on the left, a field gun Reverse, inscription in Persian :
“This medal was given by the Nawab . Glovernor - (General
Bahadur, in testimony of the energy, good service, skill, and
“intrcapidity which were displayed during the campaigns on the
hills, in the year of the Hegia, 1229-1230,” , /

Worn as the preceding. A clasp for Nepaul was granted
with the “Army of India” Medal in 1851 (See War in
Nepauld, post)- ' ,

In 1826, April 22nd, a medal was granted for the first
Burmese War, 1824.96, troops commanded by Sir Archibald
Campbell and General Morrison. Obverse, the white Elephant.
of Burmah erouching to the British Lion; the Burmese colours
lowered to the Union Jack, palm-tress in the back ground.
A Persian inscription: “The Flephant Ava submitting to.
the British Lion, 1826 Reverse, a storming party advanc-
ing towards the Great Pagoda of Rangoon, a  steam-boat
and boats on the river Irrawaddy ; ‘Sir A. Campbell directing
_the movement in the foreground, under a palitree.  An in-
‘smiptibn in Persian : “The Standard of the victorious army of
England in Ava.” This medal is by Wyon, and worn with
@& crimson ribbon with blue edge. A clasp for “Ava,) was
. given with the * Army of India” Medal in 1851, (See War

o Ava, post). . : il ‘




" uv‘,,to the. aumving oﬂ‘iuem amd sold

engaged in the followmg services in Indm f
‘September 4th., 1803 ; Battle of Delhi, September 11th, 1800
_ Battle of Assaye, Sepmmbar 2rd,, 1803; j Bioge of Asgoer Gh
i Qctober 21st,, 1808 ; Battle of Lawsarree, November ALty 11803
. Battle of Armum, November 29th.; 1803 ; ; Biege and Storm of
Gawilghur, December lsth., 1803 ; Defence of Delhi, Ocmber,v”
1804 ; Battle of Deig, November 13(‘,}1., 1804 5 Capture of Deig,
December 23rd,, 18045 War in Nepaul in 1816; Battle' of
Kirkeée, and Battle and Oapmre of POQ!A@, Novembel‘, 181
Battle of Sestabuldes, and Battle and Capture of Nagpoor,
November and December, 1817 . Batble of Maheidpore, Decomb !
~ 21st,, 1817 Defence of Corygau , January st 1818
in Ava, 1824 to 1826 5 and Swve and Capture. ot Bhwtpo
January, 1326,
The mode of apphcatmn was simﬂm toy that spemfxed in th
General Ovder gmntmo the, War Medal, (see War or Pem
sula' Medal, post,) but the concluding paragraph antcunced tha,t
Tt having, moreover, been represented to Her Majesty, thm %
the officers and sokhbrs of the ‘Trown, who were engaged in i
‘Mysore: war, and at the Siege of Seringapatam had almady
received medals from the Hast India C‘Ompmn, for those ser-
vices, Her Majesty has further: been (graciously 'pleased to{,;
permit the same to be wom by them with their umform% i
I‘ollowmg the order of date, the ﬁrst servn.e i8

oo

THE MYSORE WAR A’VD SIEGE OF SERINGAPATA\Q‘ ‘

ihatlfed, of the Bmmh. i
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The Sultan had enta‘red‘ into a negotiation with the Governor of
" the Tsle of France, in 1798, and sent an embassy to Zemaun
| Shah, Sovereign of Cabool, for the purpose of inducing him to
. attack the pogsessions of the Company.  Having also derived
_ encouragement from the stocesses of the French arms in Egypt,
from which country the Directory intended to<act against the.

| British dominions in India, Tippoo commenced augmenting his
i : &

. military, force, and his hostile designs became every day more

apparent,  The (lovernor-Gieneral the Harl of Mornington
| (ufterwards Marquis. of Wellesley) pereeiving a rupture inevit-
_able, resalved to anticipate the attack, and ordered the army
. o take the field, and march into the heart of Tippoo’s

| temitory.

Major-General George (afterwards Lord) Harris, who was
. gerving with the local rank of Lieutenant-General, in eonformity
. to these orders, advanced with the army under his command
. on the 11th of February, 1799, and entered the Mysore terri-

tory on the sth. of March. Onl the @7th. the ftroops arrived

" at Mallavelly, and on approaching the ground of encampment
the forees of Tippoo were seen drawn up on & height a few
wiles off, The enemy attacked the advanced pickets, and a
general action ensued, in which the 33rd. regiment highly dis-
tinguished itself. A body ot two thousand men moved forward
in the best order towards the regiment, which, firmly standing
its ground, woolly reserved its fire until within a distance of
about sixty yards, and then led by its Lieutenant-Colonel, the
Hornourable Arthur Wellesley, in person, boldly advanced, and
. charging with the bayonet, compelled the approaching column
to give way. This movement being seconded by Major-General
| 'Floyd, who made a rapid charge with' the cavalry, comploted
thediso_rder, and the enemy retrented before the swhole of the
British line, which immediately moved forward. ‘

While this attack was being made by the left wing, under
Lieutenant-Colonel the Eonourable Arthur Wellesley, with the
Nizam's contingent, the 83rd, and  Major-General Floyd’s
cavalry, Lieutenant-Gieneral Harris with the troops, which
. formed the right wing, had been also engaged.® L ‘

A

* As the 12th, Toot moved forward, a large body of Mysorean.'ésamlry
formed in the shape of a wedge, having an slephant with a howdi»b.{ﬂ‘ on

z .u*‘**"""‘”
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 In this affair Tippoo sustained a loss of neé}rlystwb‘theusand,
including some of his most valuable officers; whilst the British
casualties amounted to only sixty-six men. R

On the following morning the army advanced, and ‘ar.i(iv‘é‘d
before Seringapatam on the 5th. of April, when preparations
for the siege were at once commenced. i L

' An attack was made on an entrenchment of the enemy. about
six oelock in the evening of the 20th. of April, in which the
flank companies of the l2th. and 73rd. regiments « Were
employed. This was successful, and | although the enemy
“had two hundred and fifty men killed and wounded, and

the entrenchment was occupied by about eighteen hundred i
- r'of Tippoo’s infantry, the British had but one man wounded.
The siege was prosecuted with vigour, and a breach being

reported practicable on the 3rd. of May, the assault was ordersd
to take place in the heat of the following day, as the besieged
would then be the least prepared to oppose the attack. L O
this service were employed the ten flank companies  of ”t‘;he‘
Turopean corps necessarily left to guard 'the camp, and Gt
 postd. followed by the 12th., 33rd., 73rd., and 74th. regiments,
three corps of grenadier Sepoys;‘two hundred of the Nizam's i

his back in front, appeared advancing to charge the regiment, add the
British line halted to receive the attack. Immediately atterwards two
other very large bodies of the enemy were discovered in two topes ov
woods, preparing to support the first chazge. Lieutenant-Greneril
Hurris, Seeing the danger which menaced the regiment, placed hims
self i its rear, frequently repeating the words, ¢ Bteady, Tweltth
‘Steady, old Twelfth ! and when the wedge approached within a
hundred yards of the ling, the Mysoreans discharged their carbines and
pistols, but without doing exooution.  The 12th. remained  steady,
Sith their muskets at the recover, until the enemy arvived within
about thirty yards, when a well-directed volley, followed by rapid '
file firing, carvied destruction into the enomy’s ranks; a rampart of
Kkilled and wounded men and horses lying along the front of the ragi-
ment. The rear of the wedge were emparrassed by .the killed and

wounded in frout, and could not continue the charge,  The elephant
was severely wounded, his conductoy killed, and the chicfs on his buck

had fallen,” when, turning round, he dirccted all his fury on the My-

goreans, overturning everything in bis retrograde movement, and pro

ducing great havoe with 4 prodigious chuin, which he swayed, A fow

Mysorean horsemen broke through the regiment, but they wert dne .

stantly shot in its rear, and the British artillery arriving, and opening
its five, the enemy's cavalry fell back; at the same finde’ the line ads
vanced, and decided the fate of the day at that part of the field ; a
di;tmm cannonade, however, indicated that the batble was raging clses
where. : ; i



‘I;e whole nndew fhe or&ers of Magm%(}eneral (attarwumls Slr‘
oclock in the afternoon of the 4th. of May, and in a short‘

The Major-General had divided his force for the purpose of

erarmg the ramparts to the right and left s one division ‘Wos

ommanded by Colonel Sherbrooke, and the other by Lieutenant-

Colonel Dunlop ;. the latter was - wounded, but both corps,
although strongly opposed, were completely suceessful.  The
Spn':ztéd attack, led by Lieutenant-Colonel Campbell, of the
. 74th.  Highlanders, was particularly mentioned  in. general |
orders, An' which ' all the officers snd men  were thanked
for this memorable achievement, The body of TlppOO Sultan
was found among heaps of slain, and was afterwards interred
in the magnificent mansolewmn which he had erected over the
tomb of his father, the once powerful Hyder Aliy a portion
0f the vietorious troops attendwg the ceremony,

- In this manner terminated the siege . of Seunva.patam, and
the {all of the eapital placed the kingdom of Mysore at the
dzsposal of the British government, and destroyed a power in
< India which had proved itself a formidable enemy. ;

. The following regiments were engaged in the storming and
mpture of Seringapatam on the 4th, of May, 1799 ; namely,

| the 19th. and 22nd. (late 25th.) Light Dragoons, (bot'h ginee
dlsbandad i she (doth. asuldl aed. | Tath. 7ath T7th. regi-
| ments, the Seots ngade, afterwards the, 94th.f regxment, fmd
tho 103rd ‘

i Dl@ht %tzmd of colours were captnrcd Ty Lha 12th, Foot. A forlom
( 11opo of each attack congisted of a séroeant and twelve I‘.mopeam», fol-
lowed by two subaltern’s purties ; that of the right column, under
. Lieutenant Hill, of the 74th, 4 and that of the lefv column, | couummded
by Lieutenant hameme, Of the T7th.! ‘the father of sons subsoquently

mamomble in Indian annaly, and empeua.lly during the mutiny. 7

+ This w ad the old 94th., ‘and not the pm%nt rummenc which was
ouly ordered to be raised in Deacember, 1823, now knownl as the 2nd.
Battalion Conmaught Rengers. The former was known for years, as
the Scots Briaade, before reccwmg its nunerical title o the 256h. of
 Degember, 1802, This corps had been formed in 1568, for service in |
Holland agninst the opproeésion of Spain., Being o British Lelor o el
was demanded from the United Provineces by King James IT., an the
rebvlhon of the Duke of ‘\Iomnoubh in 1685, after the suppr@ssmn of

‘ bav:d) Baird, The assault took place about ha.lf past one i

pace of time the British colours waved over the fortress.® 1




| ot of %rmgapatam, the gift of Cod, the 4th. \Iay, YT

==

ot I)ocombcr 1818

] (1% SEH-]?NGAI‘NI‘A.M\ METM.L,

:THD SI”‘RINGAPATAM MEDAL* 1799.»

’ vTHus‘ medal WS dlstmbuted to officers and swldmstummuu'

‘f‘limd Natwe-—on one side of it is represented the storming of A
the breach of Semngapatam, from, an actual dmwmg on the o

spm; with the meridian sun, denotmg the time' of the ﬂstorm,
and the following inseription in ;Perslan undernea.hh S5 The |

On the reverse side is the Brersn Lrox subduing the. Tmlm,

the emblem of the late Tlppo() Sultan’s Government, with the
period wheu it was exﬂ'e,cted, and the following words i in Arabic, |
on the banner fCASSUD OT’LA UL GHAULIB sxgmfymg the

Lion of God is. the Conqueror, or the Conguering. Lion of Glod,
Of these medals gold ones were. strack for His Majesty, the
Right Honourable Tovd Melville, th he: Governor-General of India,
at the time, the ] \Lqumsz Gornw he‘ Nuam and his two
ministers, the Peishwah and/ r, the! \labobq of Axcot
smd Oude, and the Bua,](] i ‘
rlu

which it rehu"ncd to/ H ollund Ib aamn (mbmked for Imglund mth ;
the Prince of Orange, at the vevolytion of 1688, and remained there
until the Frotestant cause had been, establishod, When it re-embarled
tor Flanders in 1691, and served in the oanpaions of hmg William IT1.
Xt romatned in the service of Holland nubil 1793, until it was decided. |
by King Gréorge 11T, upon the application. of the British ‘officers pae
maining in'it, to require the eorps 6o retwrm o) Great Britain: Lt was
taken on the British astabli 11: he fth. o 179300 (Tt then )
consisted of thres battalion ] i { two battalions,
and embarked for Gibraltar,  In 1796 16 wa 0/ 0110 bathhon

and crabarked for the Cape of Good HOI)P 3 it proceeded in 1798 to the

East Tndies, from whemi roturned o Imgd:md‘. It ems
barked. for Cadiz and. Liisbon, and served in the [ misnla War from.

Janunary, 1810, to Ju uly, 1,31 - L6y dhbzmdod at st on thé %f,h.

* Fox* the specimen uf the uhbo of the bem}; 2 upa,‘tam medal I havg
to acknowledde my  obligitions te Al ods, | Hs [+ Lancaster
Herald, and Inspector of Regimerital
with much valuable information on §

letter addressed to him by the gallant General Six Tamies . Galdwell,
G.O.B |, now in his 91st. year, in reply to a query on this subject, the '

Jlom's who has furnished me o 0
this and other poinbs, Fromig. -



"Bilver for the captains and subalterns, copper-brouzed for the
non-commissioned officers, and pure grain tin for the privates.

‘ '7The Furopean officers of the Company’s service received
~ permission in August, 1815, to wear the Seringapatam Medal.

 On the 16th. of that month the following vepresentation was

made to the Right Honourable the Earl of Buckinghamshire -

“My Lorb,

Court of Directors, with the approbation and concurrence of
His Majesty’s Ministers, in commemoration of the storming of
Seringapatam, and of the other splendid successes of the Britisl
Army in Mysore, in 1799 ; to be executed by an eminent
artist, and distributed to the officers and soldiers, both of His
Majesty’s; and of the Company’s troops, who served in that
brilliant and  decisive 'campaign. :

““The Kuropean officers of the Company’s Service have repre-
sented to uy that highly as they have been gratified with the
receipt of those honourable bestowments, they experienced con-
siderable mortification in not feeling themselves ab liberty to

wear them on great public occasions, such as being presentec

following interesting  particulavs have been afforded :—~When 'the
medal was issued mo ribbon accompanied it, but the recipients were
miven to understand that it was to be of a deep yellow colour, and
about an inch in width. This colour was adopted in reference to the
tiger, solected: by the Sultan Tippoo as his favourite insignia, the
golden thre ¢ found in the palace being constructed on the back of
that ap? 010 his chosén Sepoys being clothed in tiger jackets.  The
head of! s animal of the throne is now at Windsox Castle, having been
abtaied by the Marquis of Wellesley, from the paize agents, together

with the ideal and fictitions bird termed the ‘' Huma,” supposed to

ensure perpetnal royalty to the person over whose head if is suspended,
. and being regarded as a bird of Mahomedan Paradise ; it is shewn to
strangers umder the mishomer of the Seringapatam Peacock. The
above information was accompanied by a piece of the ribboun, the
colour of which resembles the light fur of the tiger, Tt may be added
that the name Tippoo signifies Tiger, and that the tiger-stripe was
adopted in the uniform of the Sultan’s infanfry, In the United Ser-
vice Muscum, amongst other oriental curiosities, are two of Tippoo's
. pistoly, having' a tiger's head at the end, and also tho dress he wore

when, fxﬂled.. The faraous orgen of Tippoo representing a tiger tearing

a prostrate British soldier iy in the Hast Indian Museum, togéther with
hig suit of chain armounr. When the handle of the organ is twrned

sounds are emitted similar to the shrieks of a human beiug and the
" growl of the animal, . i :

Pbonah, the field officers, and the general staft gih ‘t‘he”service‘.‘

“Medals having been struck by the ‘




Sovermgns, ﬂppear upan all publm occasmns, (Iocora;bed ‘with
W the honourable badges of thear ‘services and glory e
W thercfore intreat your Lozds}np o transmit these cir-
cumstances to His Royal Highness, the Prince Regent, and to j
solicit his gracious’ permission,  that the medals glanted by‘”th“e
Hast India Company, upon the occasion of  the ca,ptur
‘Seungamtmn by storm on the 4th. of ‘May; 1799, and t;he‘
other splendid successes of the British Army in Mysom in t}w, |
year, way be worn by the officers, who have received  them
in such manner, and at such tlmes a8 to His Hl,ghness nmy
appear proper. | ‘

“ We have etc

“ CHARLES GRA'\T
i THOMAS Rmn i

rlhw 1equest was comphed ‘Wlth ing Ietten dated thtehal
&ch August 1‘%15, of whwh the accompanymg 18 ‘an exﬁmeﬁ
iy G}entleme,n,
| “His Royal nghness has been ple od
to grant h;s gracious ‘permission that such officers: may wea
their meda]s in any part of His M.}Jestys dommxom

“« To the Ohwuma,n and (Bigned) ‘Bucumnu;smm.’?,
Deputy- Chairman.” ! : : L

oo i ke

STORM OF ALLIGHUR,

i : 41H, SEPTEMBER, 1803,

; Ty ‘ service occwred during the Mahratta Wwar, The '
| empire of the Mahratias, of which Sevajee wag the founder‘ R
" had become a confederacy of ‘five chieftains, the Pmshwah7 i
‘S(Jndmh ‘Holkar, the Rajah of Bez;u, and the Guwuwa.r,‘
‘gach of whom, although acknowledging & kind of fealty to the
demcendant of Faevagee, was 1ndependeut of the other The




oY “Bmm‘x‘sﬁ WAR. MEDALS.

i

Peishwah, who was ragarde,d“a‘s the nﬁminal head‘ of the‘: con-

| federation, was considered only as an instrument in the hands

" of ithe strongest. Dowlut Rao Seindiah, who ruled over Mal-
wa and Candeish, bad acquired an absolute control in the

. councils of Bajee Rao, the Peishwah, and was regarded with

great jealousy by his rival Holkar. . Both these chieftaing
had armies officered by Europeans, principally Frenchmen.

Holkar suddenly crossed the Nerbudda, marched on Poonah,

‘and having defeated the united troops of ‘Scindiah and the
Peishwah, the latter placed himself under the protection of the
British, and after his restoration in May, 1803, it was aseer-

tained that Seindiah was in negociation with Holkar and the
Berar Rajah, with a view to subvert the British alliance with
the Peishwah. After the evasions and procrastinations insep-
arable from oriental diplomacy, hostilities commenced, Major-

 General the Honourable Arthur Wellesley being appointed to
the ‘chief command of the British and allied  troops in the
territories of the Peishwah, of the Nizam, and of any
Mahrotta state; subject alone to the orders of General Stuart
and General Liake, the Commander-in-Chief in India,

(eneral Lake was instructed to conquer the whole of Scin-
dial’s territory between the Jumna and the Clanges, to seize
upon Delhi and Agra, and to destroy the army commanded
by (eneral Perron, a Trench officer.  On the T7th. of August,
1803, the troops advanced from Cawnpore, and entered the
Muﬂra.tta territory on the morning of the 99th. of that month.
Pervon oceupied 8, strong position, with about fifteen thousand
men, in the vicinity of Coel. Oeneral Lake resolved to turn
his' left flank, against which he advanced, but the enemy
retived after firing a few rounds, withoub venturirg regular
engagement ; the rapidity of his flight rendering the seversal
attempts made to charge him quite ineffectunl. After this atfair,
Perron took up & position between the town of Coel and the
fortress of Allighur, and every effort to induce the governor
to surrender proving unsuccessiul, the mecessary arrangements
were made for the assault of the fort. ‘

Allighur was a place of considerable strength, the country
being levelled around and open to ity fire in every dirgction.

- It was provided with a hroad ' ditch and a. fine glacis, and




STORM OF ALLIGHUR» ;

‘ha&d only one entra,noe, w}nch was very mtrlcate, dnd over,
A NArrow ca,useway  On the Ath of Septembel, a storming
Lpartyy comlbtmg of four companies of the 76th., with two
battalions and four compames of native infantry, was placed
undex the orders of the Honourable Lieutenant-Colonel Monson.
At half-past four oclock in the morning it had advanced
within a few hundred yards of the place before bemg dis-
covered; when, a tremendous fire heing opened, the colonel
~ rushed forward with the flank companies of the regiment, in
the hope of being able to enter the main gateway with a

fugitive guard which had been stationed in a bI'O:HtWOI‘k oute

~ side the place, In this he was disappointed, and, as the enemy’s

eross fire was very severe, Major Macleod, and two grenadiers |

of the regiment. endeavoured to scale the wall, but encountered,

such o powerful phalanx of pikemen that they were crsmpelled

to fall back. A gun was with some difficulty placed opposite
. to the gate, which, after a few discharges, was blown open.
. During these operations the party for twenty minutes was ex-
posed to a raking fire of grape, w woll-pieces, and matehlocks. !

Cul(mel Monson was severely wounded by a pike chsdnrged;f i

from a gun, and the adjutant and four ofhcors of gtexudleh"
were killed. |
After clearing the fiyst gmtﬂ a long avd intricate! paﬁsage
conducted the troops, in the midst of & heavy cross ﬁm
through a second and third gateway, which were ca.sx]y

forced, to a fourth, that led immediately into the body ' of [

the place. = With great difficulty the gun was brought up,‘
‘but the gate could not be blown open. At last tho grena-
diers, with Major Macleod at their head, succeeded in pushing
through the wicket, and mounted the ramparts, after which
but little opposition was offered by the Mahrattas, who for
the space of an hour had made @ most vigorous defence. They
lost about ‘two, thousand men, while the ecasualties of fhe
assailants were likewise severe.

As Allighnr was the chief residence and prineipal depdt of
General Perron, a large quantity of ordnance and military
stores were ‘captured; and several carriages were found laden
with treasure, which the vietors divided amongst themselves
on the spot. A few days after the fall of this iortress,
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 Goneral Perton withdrew from the Mabratta service ; b
popularity amongst the natives had excited the jealousy of -

Seindiah, whose conduet, would have palliated a Yevere re-

taliation; but the high-minded Hrenchman, disdaining an
J unworthy  action, resigned the command under circurnstances
 most honourable to his personal character. ‘

The 76th. may feel proud of the praise which was bestowed

. upon the regiment and its ofticers by the Javernor-General
for their gallantry.® ' ' G

BATTLE OF DELHIL
111, SEPTEMBER, 1803

' ALTHOUGH'GBHGI‘&I Perront bad been perimitted to enter the

. British territories, the troops which he had commanded  still

remained under other officers. Having left a sufficient force

:at“Allighu‘r, the British proceeded towards Dethi on the 7th.

of September. After a fatiguing march of eighteen miles,
and when, on the 11th. of that month, they had  arrived

within two leagues of the ecity, information was received that
M. Louis Bourquin, another French officer in command of
Seindinh’s army, had crossed the Jumna with a numereus force,

in order to attack General Lake, This intelligence was quickly
confirmed by an attack upon the outlying pickets which had

| just been posted.

The British commander immediately proceeded with the
whole of his cavalry to reconnoitre the enemy, and found

' them drawn up in order of battle on a rising ground, their
flanks resting on a morass, while the front ‘was defended by

Jn line of entrenchments and a. formidable artillery. = As it

was  considered impossible to make any impression wpon so

* “1 think that General Lake's capfure of Alligﬁur is one ot the

st extraordinary feats that I liave heard of in this country. I mever

attacked o fort that I did not attempt the same thing, namely, to blow
open the gates ; but I never suoooeded. I have always taken them by
edcalade, which appears to hayve been impossible in this instance.’’ -~
Wellington, Dispatches. j ) ;
This practice of blowing open the gates-has since, on more than ong
oceasion, been successtully practised in Indag. o diy el
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. exccllont a po:mlon by 2 dxrect attack, stratagem was e
! ployed to induce them to quit it, The «cavalry, which had
 proceeded considerably in advance, were directed to fall back

hefore the Mahrattas, and afterwards to form behind the Tight
wing of the infantry. This manceuvre was completely suc-
cessful; the cavalry retired, while the infantry were qmckly‘ ‘
formed, and advanced in line, under a tremendous cannonade

of ‘rouud‘ grape, and chain shot. Nothlngx could cheed the

steadiness of the troops; mo man took bis musket from lus‘ s

‘shoulder until arrived within a4 proper distance af the enemy‘

“ A volley was fired, and Gleneral Lake, placmg himself at e
' head of the 76th. the whole line rushed forward to the chargo i
| with an impetuosity which it was impossible to ‘w‘lt.hstand. e
Thrown into confusion, the Mahrattas fled in the utmost con-
sternation, while the cavalry, dashing forward, completed the

work which their irresistible companions had so well com-

menced. Bourquin was the first man to leave the field, and '
he surrendered, with five other foreign oﬂioew, three days dﬁ:ex ‘

to his congueror.

By, this splendj‘d virtoxy, sixty-eight pieces of cannon, two ‘

tumbrily laden with treasure, and | thirty-seven with ammu-

nition, fell into the hands of the conquerors,  The loss of

the enemy was estimated at three thonsand men out of
thirteen thousand infantry (nearly all regular froops), and
six thousand ecavalry, which had been brought into the fisld,

Of the British, who had four thousand engaged, four hundred '
and eighty-five were killed, wounded, and missing, The
76th., the only King’s regiment at Allighur, Delhi, or at the
subsequent battle at Laswarree, had two sergeants and thu‘ty~~ ‘

one rank and file killed; Tieutenant Alexander Macdonald,
one sergeant, and ninety-six rank and file wete womnded.

Delhi was entered without opposition, and the venerable &

and: blind emperor, Shah Auhun, the nomnml sovereign of
Hindostan, who had been for years in the h'mds of the
Mahrattas, was restored to his throne.

In testimony of the gallantry of the troops under Gmeml i

Lake, the Governor-General in couneil ordered honorary f*oloms,
with a suitable device, commemorative of the reduotmn of
Allighur and the battle of Delhi, to be presented to all,
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. Those gtzleted*‘to the '27th. Dragoous (since disbanded) and

. the Toth. Regiment, were to be uged by these corps! while

_ they continued in India, or until His Majesty’s pleasure
ghould be signified. ; i

BATTLE OF ASSAYH.
| 93RD. SEPTEMBER, 1803.
i was the battle which gained a name for the illustrious
. Duke of Wellington, and it is commerorated on the colours
. of the 74th. and 78th. regiments. On the 21st. of September,
| Major-General the Honourable Arthur Wellesley had & con-
 forence with Colonel Stevenson, and a plan was concerted to
attack the enemys army with the divisions under their
‘command on the 24th. This intention was not carried out,
. as circumstances occurred which determined the former o
| attack without waiting for the junction of the troops.

On the 23vd. of September, while on the march, it was
discovered that the enerny was much nearer than was imag-
ined ; whereupon Major-General Wellesley immediately deter-
mined  to move in advance to recomnoitre them, and if
convenient bring them to action.  He ordered the cavalry to
mount, and went on with them for this purpose; the infautry,
except the rear battalion (1st. of the 2nd. Native Dnifantry),
received  directions to follow by the wight. The second of

 the 12th. to join the left brigade to equalize the two; the
st of the second to eover the baggage on the ground marked
for the camp, and to be joined by the rear-guard on 'its
arrival, and. four brass light twelve-pounders to he sent to the
‘heads of the line. ‘ i ‘

These digpositions did not occasion ten minutes’ halt to the
column of infantry, but the cavalry moving in front awith

* Mhe 196k, Dragoons (since disbanded), the Tdth. and T8th. regr

\ ments, had houorary colours for Assuye conferred by the (tovernor-

(eneral of Iudia. ' In consequence, however, of the inconvenience

becasioned by taking a third officer from his duty to carry it, the 74th,

received the orders of the Uonamander<in-Chief on the 31st. of August,

1830, to discontinne the use of the third colour in the field, and to
carry it only at reviews, inspections, and on gala days. i

#)
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the Magor—GenemI came first in sight of the enemy’s posxtmn )
. from a rising ground to the left of the road, and within

L

‘ | cmmon-shot of the right of their encampment, which lay along i

“one of the banks of the River Kaitna, a stream of no magnitude,
but with steep sides and a very deep channel, so as not

to be passable except in particular places, mostly near vil- o

lages.  Along their rear ran a similar  stream (the Jooes

Nullah), which fell into the Kaitna half a mile beyond their
left. Seindiah’s irvegular cavalry formed their right, and the

. Berar troops their left. These were composed of seventeen

battalions, amounting to about ten thousand five hundred

men, formed into three brigades, each of which had a corps
of cavalry of a better kind than the rest, and a body of

shilled marksmen ; and the artillery amounted to about e

hundred and two pieces, or perhaps a few more.

The infantry were dressed, armed, and accoutred hkcs ‘

the Sepoys; they were remarkably fine men, and in a high

state of discipline.  Although the Englishi officers had left
‘them, there was a number of French and other HEuaropean
. officers both with the infantry and artillery. 'The guns swere

served by Golundaze, exactly like those of the Bengal servxce,
which had = been. some time before disbanded, and were

probably the same men. It was soon, however, found that
they were extremely well trained, and that their fire was

both as quick and as well-directed as could be produced i

by the Company’s ariillerymen. What the total number of the
enemy was cannot be ascertained, or even guessed at with any
degree  of accwracy, but it is certainly calculated very low
at thirty thousand men, including the light troops who were

“out on a plundering excursion (and were those which had
marched in the morning), but they returned towards the close
of the action.

The force of Major-General Wellesley’s army in action was
nearly four thousand seven hundred men, of whom about
one thousand five hundred were Europeans, including artillery
‘with  twenty-six field-pieces, of which only four twelve and
eight six-pounders were fired during the action; the remainder
being the guns of the cmvah‘y and of the second line, could
not be used. @ . i o
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On  the Major- feneral - approaching the enomy for thev |
purpo%e of reconnoitring, they commenced carmonade, the
first gun of which was fired at twenty minutes’ past one |

 pam., and killed ‘one of his escort. He then resolved. ol

attack their left, in order to turn it, and ordemd the infantry
colimn to move in that direction, while some of his staff
looked out for a ford, to enable his troops to eross the
. Kaitna and execute this movement. All this march being
performed. considerably within the teach of the enemy’s can-
~non, the fire increased fast, and by the time the head of the
column reached the ford, about a short half-mile beyond their
| left flank, it was txemendously heavy, and hml already destroyed _
numbers.

| During this movement the first line of tho enemy’s infantry
changed their front to the loft, and formed with their left
‘on Assaye, a village on the Jooee, near the loft of their
seeond line, which did not change position, the right of their
. first line resting on the Kaitna, where the left had  been.
‘ ”They hrought up many guns from their reserve, and the
second line to the first.

Being obliged to eross the ford in one column by SLCthﬂ‘i,
the British were long exposed to the cannonade. The first
line formed nearly parallel to that of the enemy, af about
(five ‘hundred  yards distance, having marched  down = the
- alignment, to its ground. The second line rather out-flanked
. the first to the right, as did the third (composed . of the
cavalry) the second. The left of the first line was opposite
the right of the enemy’s. During this formation their artil
lery fired round shot with great precizion and rapidity, the
same shot often striking the three lines, It was answered
by the guns of the first line of the. British with‘great spirit
- and coolness, but the number of gun bullocks killed soon put
the ‘advance of the artillery (exaepb by men) out of the
‘questlon

The Butlsh lines wore formed from right to loft a8 tollow&,
«=Nirst line; pickets, four twelve-pounders, one battalion of
the Sth. and one of the 10th. Native Infautry, and the 7&th.
regiment.  Second line ; 74th regiment, and the second bat-
talion of the 12th, and the lst, of the 4th. Native Infantry

-
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BAI‘TLE O«F ASSAYE

V‘Thu'd Ime, 4th Na,tlve Gavalry, 19’ch. Dlght Dmgmns, bth..

. and '7Tth, Native Cavalry, ‘Z[a;or«(}eneml the Honourable

. Arthur Wellesley named the picket as the ‘battalion of direc |
tion, and ordeled that the line should advance as quwklyw‘

a8 possible, consistent with order, and charge with the. ba.yoneﬁ, R

without firing a shot. ;
At fifteen minutes before thres the word was given for the ‘

line to advance, and was received by Europeans and natives

with & cheer. Almost immediately, however, it was dis-

covered that the battalion of direction was not woving forward

a8 intended, and the first line received the word to halt. This
was a critical moment ; the troops had reached the ridge of
o little swell in the ground that had somewhat sheltered
them, particularly on the left, and the enemy, supposing
| them staggered by the fire, redoubled theiv efforts, firing
2 number of chain-shot with great | effect. Dreading the
| consequences of this chieck to the ardour of the troops, the
Major-General rode up to one of the native corps of the
first line, and, taking off his hat, cheored them on in their =
~ own language, repeating the words “to march” Again the

soldiers received the order with loud cheers, and the threé g ;‘

left battalions of the first line, followed by the first battalion
of the dth., advanced in quick time, and with the ﬂreatesb‘
coolness, order, and determination upon their opponents.

On coming within ahout one hundred and ffty yards, the
78th. withdrew its advanced centre sergeant, and the men
were cautioned to be ready to charge. Soon after the battalion

opposed to them fired a volley, and about the same time o

some Huropeans were observed to mount their horses and

tide off. The 78th. instantly ported arms, cheered, and re-

doubled . its' pace, when the enemy’s infantry, deserted by
their officers, broke and ran. The 78th. pushed on and fired,
the front rank to the charge, overtaking and bayonetting a
few individuals. . But Scindiah’s gunners held firm by their
guns; many were bayonetted in the acts of loading, p’rimm'g,
{or pointing, and none qu1tted them untll the bayonet was
- at their breast,

The 78th. now ha,lted for an instant to Lompleta the files
and restore exact order, and then moved forward on the

10437
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| enemy’s second line, making a complete wheel to the iight,\ )
whose plvot was the nghb of the army, near the vﬂlage of
Assaye. ‘ ‘ ;
In consequence of the pmkets having fa,lled to. advzmce,
‘the 74th. pushed up, in doing which they were very much

" cut down by grape, and at length charged by cavalry headed = I

by Scindiah in person. They suffered severely (as did the

pickets and ‘the sevond battalion of the 12th, Native Infantry),

and the remains were saved by the memorable charge of the
j cavalry, commanded by Lisutenant-Colonel Maxwell. This part
_ of the British line, however; though it broke the enemy’s first
line, did not gain'much ground; and the foe still  continued
in possession of geveral gung a,bout the village of Assaye,
. from which they flanked the British line when arrived opposite
their second.

Beveral of the enemy also coming up from the beds of the
river and other ways, attacked and killed a large proportion
of the artillerymen, amongst whom were four officers. They
also regained possession of many of the gums of | their frst
line, which had been taken and passed, snd from them
opened a fire of grape on the British rear.

It is impossible to praise too highly the behaviour  of the
infantry at this eritical moment. Deprived of the assistance
of their artillery, the enemy’s second line  being untouched
aud perfectly fresh in their fromt, firing steadily upon them,
flanked by roynd shot from the right, grape pouring on the
rear, and cavalry threatening the left. Not a word was heard
or a shot fired, all waiting the orders of the general with
the composure of a field day, amidst a scene of slaughter
searcely to be equalled. This, however, was not of long du-
ration. The British cavalry came up and drove off. the body
that threatened the left, who did mnot wait to be. charged,
when Major-Gleneral Wellesley ordered the prmmpal part  of
the line to attack the front, while the 78th. and 7th. Native
Cavalry moved to the rear, and charged the guns which: were
firing ‘from  thence. The enemy’s second  line numedmtely ;

vetired ; one brigade in perfect order, so much 0 that it re-
pulsed a gallant charge of the 19th. Dmgoons at tha head of
which Colonel Maxwell was killed. ‘

L i
i
i
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. After being obliged  to' change front two or three times

~under the fire of grape, the 78th. succeeded in cleaving the
guns in the vear.  The enemy’s light troops, that had been
out, now came on the ground, and were ordered to be at-

9

tacked by the Mysore Horse, which they did not wait for, "‘

and the firing entirely ceased. About half-past four oelock

the enemy had set fire to all their tumbrils, which blew up
in succession, many of them gome time later; and the eorps

which had retived in such good order appear soon to have

lost it, for they threw their guns into the river, four of which

were afterwards found, exclusive of ninety eight left on the
field of battle.

Thus terminated the battle of Assaye, a generals battle, due

even more to the ability of the commander, than to the valour

of his men; the first victory gained by the Iron Duke in |

which he commanded in chief, and one of the most decisive

as well as one of the most desperate ever fought in India. ‘The“
leader of the English was foremost in the fight, led two ;

 charges in person, and had two horses shot under him; of
the two Rajahs that headed the enemy, ome fled at the first

~ onset, and the other followed the example, on ' witnessing

the defeat of his cavalry. The British loss was very great;
of Huropeans, killed and wounded, including artillery and

 officers, there were upwards of six hundred, and the natives

were estimated at about nine hundred.  ‘“Assave” is borne
on the eolours of the 74th. and 78th. regiments.* :

At sunset the British collected about the village of Assaye,

and lay on their arms all night, except the cavaly, which,

after resting some hours, were sent back to assist in escorting |

the baggage; and about ten in the morning of the D4th.
the troops were encamped on the left bank of the Kaitna,

| * The 19th, Light Dragoons, who had their commanding officer,
Tientenant-Oolonel Maxwell, killed, and the 74th, and 78th. regiments
‘yeceived honorary colours as stated in note at page 22. In the latter
part of the action Major-General the Honourable Avthur Wellesley had
a horse killed under him cloge to the 78th. Nearl all the mounted

officers lost horses, some having two and even three killed, No part of |

the Mysore or Mahratta allics were engaged ; their infantry were left
with the baggnge, and the cavalry not being in uniform, it wis appre-
he;:}ded that mistakes might have arisen had they been brought into
action; ; ) o \
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0 erossiug the ford nto the field of hattle. That evemng
sunget: the cavalry and one battalion of Nutive Infantry. of

Colonel . Stevenson’s division arvived, and the next morning L

(25th.) the remainder of his force, which a duy or two after-

wards were ordered to Aollow the enemy into O.mdemh, o

410 poaaes% themselves of the city of Borhampore and the hill
. fort of Asseer Ghur,

e e

SIEGE. OF ASSEER GI—IUR
2181, OCTOBER, 1803

- Corower STEVENSON obtained possession of the city of Ber.
hampore without opposition on the 15th. of October, 1803, and
two days afterwards marched to Asseer (thur, a strong fort in
/ thit wicinity, Having carvied the pettah on the 18th, he

opened  a battery against the fort on the 20th.; about an

hour afterwards » white flag was hoisted, which was the signal
that had been agreed upon 'in case the terms of surfénder?
offered two days previously, should be accepted ; hostages were
sent down, and it was arranged that this importunt fortress
should be delivered over on the following morning. - This was®
the last of the possessions of Dowlut Rao Secindiah in  the

Decean, jand the operations of the troops were subssquently

divected towards those of the Rajah of Berar. The casualties

were trifling, and were confined to the native troops.

BATTLE OF LASWARREE.
18T, NOVFMBLR, 1803;

Ow the %7th of Q¢ tobm the British advanced against a
division of the enemy, formed of two battalions which had
escaped from the wreck at Delhi, and fifteen, which had been
- detached ‘from the mauin army of Scindiah to suppors Gleneral ‘
Perron in the early part of the campaign. These  troops
amounting to nine thousand infantry and four thonsand ca.valrv, e
and provided with a train of seventy»two Dpieces of eannon, |
‘had been divected to recover possessmn of Delhl After grem;



. men to refresh bhemqelves, and during this interval Secindiahls

)

oclopk;.m fw mommg of the 1st of November,
chﬂc@vered in an excellent position ; their right resting ;
mvulet, then' left’ on the wvillage of L-xswanee, or Leswa ree,
aml their whole front amply furnished with a powerful armlew i
Bemg anxious to prevent their escape, General Lake immedi-

ately a.ttacked them with the cavalry alone. The first brigade,

under C‘olonel Thomas Pakenham ‘Vandeleur,* of the 8Sth.

“Dmgoons, who fall mormﬂy wounded, charged their hnes, and‘

 dashed into the village; but finding that their ﬂttabkb on. the
‘masses of infantry could make no sensible impression, the
ta,valry were withdrawn out of the range of the dp%ructweﬁﬂ
five of artillery which it had encountered, i order to wait the

. arrival of the infantry and artillery. | About eleven o ('lock‘

in the forenoon, the Anglo-Indian mfantry arrived, but after
80 long a march, it was absolutely mnecessary to allow the

. forees oﬂ'ered o surrender their guns if certain terms were
conceded

After a fmutle‘s% negotlaflon the mfantxy, which had been‘ ‘

formed in two colmrms were ordered to advance to the attack
The first of these headed by the 76th. regiment, under Majox

‘Macleod, was to turn the enemy’s right, which since the morns| |

ing had been thrown back from the rivilet, and to attack the
village of Mohaulpuor, situated between bis two lines Wlnlo
. the second and a brigade of cavalry were to support them in |
the execution of this movemment. Having encountered several
_impediments, the rear divisions were so retarded in their march,

that a considerable interval was occasioned between them and | 0

the 76th., which had arvived within a hundred yards of the foe.
In this situation the regiment was exposed to such a dreadful
fire, and was losing 5o ' 1nany men, that the Commander-lm
Chief placing himself at its head, led it forward to the attack,

:supported by only one bafmhon zmd $ix oompo,me\a of Bepoys,

* Colonel 'lhcmas Palken ham Vamdoleut mde w celebrated yaco: hmue !
‘of 1 jet-black colouy, Liong after the melancholy fate of his rider, thig

horge kept his place with the regimént, and afterwards becanye the Pros :

f)crty of Comet Bunrows, who took «mat care of him until the regiment
huftdfndm, when he wus shot ﬂmb m dght not fall mtn umvmthy
ands. ‘
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namely, the second ba,tta,hon of the 13th., zmd six compames of‘
. the second battalion of the 16th. Bengdl Native Infontry.

“Ag soon as this handful of heroes,” wrote General Lake, =

fwere arrived within reach of the enemy’s canister shot, @

mo%t; tremendous fire was opened upon them.” Their loss waa“‘ i

g0 severe, that the enemy’s cavalry advanced to the chm'ge,
but were gallzmtly repulsed by thig steady aud invineible band.
Rollying, however, at a short distance, they assumed so
menacing a posture, that the General directed an attack by
the British cavalry. In superintending the attack, the horse of
the Gleneral was shot under him, and his son who had dis-
mounted and offered his father his horse, was severely wounded.

The cavalry charged with admirable intrepidity, while the ol

_infantry fell upon the Mahratta line, which  at length gave
way, though disputing every inch of ground, and fighting till
it was diiven from every position and had lost every gun. By' ‘

| four oclock in the afternoon the work of destruction had

ceased.
The loss of the enemy was most severe; his numerous

Trench-officered battalions of infantry—the boasted ¢Deccan

Tnvineibles -—were annihilated; his cavalry dispersed; and i

the baggage and camp equippage, elephants, camels, and bul--‘ ‘
locks, with forty-four stand of colours, seventy-two guns,
gixby-four tumbrils of ammumtmn, three laden with treasure,
and two thousand prisoners, remained in the hands of the
victors ; five thousand stand of arms were collected m the
Aield,

By this victory, which was mainly é,a,med by the gﬂaﬂam;ry
of the 76th., that regiment acquired great honour, and its “heroic
bravery” was borne testimony to in the official = despatches:
During this campaign the regiment acquired a gurrah, or
Indian gong of great value, which was afterwardy carried
about by the corps ; being usually planted opposite the guard
room, and a sergeant remdarly striking the hours on it.

This decisive action terminated the campaign of 1803 and

- the war with Scindiah, a treaty of peace highly advantageous‘ !
to the Kast India Company ’nmncr concluded on the 30th. of
December,

“ Hinpoostan” inscribed around the elephant on the coloum
»



BATTLE OF ARGAHM.‘v )

. of the 76th., keéps‘;‘m“ remembrance the services df’fthe“;reg'h;j‘;ﬂent :
in the East at this period. “LEswarrzr” was, however, autho-
rized for the guidons and appointments of the Sth. Hussars,

‘which i the only corps that bears the word. General Lake

i gained a peerage, being created Baron Lake of Delhi, LesWartéé, o
and Aston Clinton. Several Indian titles were also conferred
~ upon him, which being translated from the Persian, signified
- Baviour of the State, the hero of the land, the lord of the
ago, and the victorious in war. = i

BATTLE OF ARGAUM.
29t NovEMBES, 1804,

A smrrEs of active movements in pursuit of the Rajah of
Berar were re-commenced on the 25th. of October, 1803 ; and
on the 29th. of November, Major-Gleneral Wellesley, having been
Joined by the subsidiary force under Colonel Stevenson, encoun-
tered the united armies of Scindiah, and the Rajah of Berar, on
the plains of Argaum. Although late in the day, the Major-
General resolved to attack ; he formed his army in fwo lines, the
infantry in the first, the eavalry in the second, and supporting
the right ; and the Mogul and Mysore cavalry the left, nearly
parallel to that of the enemy, with the right rather advanced,
in order to press upon his left.  When formed, the whole
advanced in the gveatest order; the 74th. and 78th. Hig‘h- :
landers were attacked by a large body, supposed to be Per |
sians, who were all destroyed. *These two regiments,” wrote
the British  general, “had a particular opportunity  of  dis-
tinguishing themselves, and have deserved and received) my
thanks,” The enemy’s ling retired in disorder, leaving thirty.
eight pieces of cannon and all their ammunition ; whereupon
the British cavalry pursued them for several miles, destroying
. great numbers, and capturing several elephants and camels,
. with ‘s cousiderable quantity of baggage. One hour more of
 daylight, and not a man would have escaped,

' In the orders thanking the army for its exertions on this
day, the 74th. and 78th. were particularly mentioned ; Colonel
. Hamess being very ill, Lieutenant-Colonel Adams, of the 78th,,
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commanded the right brig‘;\adg'in' the action, and Maj@r Scott :
being in charge of the pickets as field officer of the day, the
command . of the rvegiment fell to Captain Fraser.  In this

battle, as at Assaye, a searcity of officers occasioned the cdlm}i's%
of the 78th. to be carried by sergeants, and it is somewhat

extraordinary that not a shot penetrated either colour in the

two actions; at the latter it was probably owing to the high
wind, in ‘consequence of which they were. carried rolled close
round the poles.  The names of the non-cominissioned officers
who earried them on these memorable occasions were ab Assaye

- Sergeant Leavock, paymaster’s clerk, afterwards guarter-master,

and Sergeant John McKenzie, senior sergeant, and immediately

afterwards quartermaster-sergeant. At Argaum, Sergeants Lea-

vock and Grant; the latter was regimental clerk, and was sub-
sequently promoted to a commission in the 78th. Highlanders.

The regiments of the crown engaged were the 19th. Light
Dragoons, and the 74th,, 78th., and 94th. regiments.

SIEGE AND STORM OF GAWILGHUR,
1578, DECEMBER, 1803,

AwrER the victory of Argaum, Major-General Wellesloy,
resolved to lose mo time in commencing the siege of Ga-
wilghur, a strong fort sitnated on a range of mountains be-
tween the sources of the rivers Poorna and Taptee; he
accordingly marched on, and arrived with both divisions |
at Ellichpoor on the 5th. of December, whenee, after estab-
lishing an hospital for the men wotnded at Argaum, both
divisions advanced upon Gawilghur, on the 7th, of that
month. The heavy ordnance and stores were dragged by hand
over mountains and through ravines, for nearly the whole
distance, by voads shich the froops had to make for them-
selves. #The batteries were opened against the place on the

morning of the 13th., and the breach of the outer fort being

reported practicable on the following night, the storm took
place on the 15th. of December. ~All the troops advanced
ahout ten in the morning, and an entrance was effected
without diffieulty. The wall in the inner fort, in which no



| dad the wall, opened the ate% for the stormers, ¢
| fort was shortly in their possession. This service was effected
. with slight loss, but vash nuwbers of the enemy were killed,
e e&pecmlly ab the different gates. The garrison was nuer
 comprising a gmat portion of the infantry which had efix
Ll caped after the hattle of Arganm, and were all avmed wuh
the Company's new niuskets and bayonets

| This Jed to a treaty with the Rajah of Bevar on the 17th
‘ _of December, and on the 30th. of the same month, peace
| was signed with Seindiah, At )

DEFENOE OF DELHI
QCroBER, 1804

Mars defence’ of Delhi by Native tmops, under Bntl»sh
| superintendence, presents a  striking  contrast o that ma.da-f
by them during the Indian Mutiny, against ‘their former |

instructors in the art of war, and deservedly met, vnth
| dxﬁ“e: ent result. i
1A General Lord  Lake advanced upon  Muttra, Holka.r |
“secretiy despatched  his infantry and artillery for the purpose:
“of surprising Delhi, leaving his cavalry to engage the atten-
tion of the British Commander. From its great extent and
unprotected state, Holkar expected an easy conquest ; his trdops‘ b
arrived before the city on the morning of the 8th. of QOeto-
' ber..  Colonel Ochterlony, the resident, at once made’ ‘the
most Judlcmlw preparations  for its defence; his garrison
amounted to nearly two thousand two hundred men, and
consisted entirely of Native troops, = Lieutenant- (olonel Bm‘n, s
a9 senior officer, commanded, and the resident's mme was*“ !
fully taken up in preserving peace within the city, with i
‘\the Mahomcdan population of Delhi. Tieutenant Rose, with L
_ two hundred of the 14th. native infantry, one hundred and
fifty irregulars, and a reserve of fifty men and a sur-poun- S
der, made a sortie during the evening of the 10th, and
suwebded in storming the enemy’s battery, of which he
D
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gfmned poswssmn, and havmg splked the guns, thhdrew,
with trifling loss, At daybreak on the 14th. of October,
"under cover of a heavy cannonade, the enemy assaulted the
 Lahore gate, but were repulsed, leaving the la,ddels behmd
which ‘were drawn up over the walls by the Sepoys After
this defeat Holkar's troops became dispirited, ‘and before the
~ following morning, his  whole force had retived from the
place.” This successful defence by so small a  foree, wa,s
 highly applauded, and it is a circumstance worthy of record,
that as the men could not be frequently relieved, the resi:
_ dent caused provisions and sweetmeats, of which the natives
are specially partial, to be distributed to them. ‘

BATTLE OF DEIG,
1378, NoveMBER, 1804

Taw British army which had marched from Muttra on the
12th. of October, arrived at Delhi on the 18th., and en-
camped under its walls. On the 5th. of November the main
body of the infantry, of which the 76th. was the only King's
‘regiment, with some corps of native cavalry, and the park
of artillery, proceeded under the command of Major-Creneral
Frazer towards Deig, on the right bank of the Jummna, where
the enemy’s infantry and guns were assembled. = Although
numerically the foe was superior, it was determined to attack
him, and about daybreak on the 13th. of November, the
a"ctiqri commenced. Major-General Frazer received a danger-
ous wound from & cannon shot, which carried away  his
right foot and part of the leg, and resulted in his death
sleven days after; whereupon the Honourable Colonel ‘Monson
~assumed the command.  According to the most reliable state-
ments the opposing force consisted of twenty-four battalions,
from five to seven hundred men each, a numerous body of
cavalry, and one hundred and sixty guns, In this battle the
76th. acquired additional renown ; its “undaunted bra.vely and
 steadiness”  being  specially adverted to in the despatches.
About two thousand of the enemy were killed and drowned
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in dttemptmg to escape. ]m&hty-seven pieces of czmnon wew”ﬂ i

~ captured, including some which Colonel Monsnu had Ll
1v1ous1y lost ‘ A i

JAPTURE ' OF DEIG

29RD. DECEMBER, 1804, i

WHLN the troops of Holkayr fled before the British in the‘v;

action 'of the 1ath. of 'N ovember, the guns of the gurntzon'”

of 'Deigy which belonged to the Rajar of Bhurtpore, were | i

opened upon the pursuers, and the fugitives were sheltered
within the fort.  Accordingly an ovder was igsued  for the

annexation of all his strongholds and territories, to the domin- '

ions of the Company; and the army ‘encamped within ten
niles of the strong fortress of Deig, on the 3rd. of Decem-
ber. The siege commenced on the Tdth. of that month, WA
fortification had been erected by the foe on an eminence
named Shah Boorj, or King's redoubt, which commanded the

town and forts; and the besieged had also entrenched them-‘_;\ 3 :

selves in its frout, throwing up batteries in the best situations,
The possession of thiy eminence being deemed es&bntwl,‘ b
half-past eleven o'clock in the night of the 23rd. of Dt‘agﬁe:m-.
ber, the flank companies of His Majesty’s 22nd. and 6th, s

Foot, and those of the 1st. Buropean regiment, and the first
ba‘omhon of the 8th. Native Infantry, were ordered to storm.
\it.  In an hour the gallantry of this heroie party had sur-
mounted every obstacle, and completely succeeded in' the
enterprise. | The two other columns were equally fortunate,
notwithstanding that the enemy’s gunners offered a strennous
‘ resistance s fighting desperately with their tulwars, and beiiy
mostly bayoneted ati their posts. About half-past twelve the
moon  arose, and enabled the' assailants to secure the guns

they had so nobly captured. An attempt was now organized

for the assault of the citadel, but during the night of the 24th ‘

it was evacuated ; and on Christmas motning the Brlmsh ﬂag‘ e
was hoisted on the fortress. Considering the mture m the i

Qpemmozxs the loss was small. One hundred guns, sixteen of |
which were brass, became the trophies of the victors.  The
flank companies of the ’an., ‘and 76th. Foot xeprementud the
King’s troops on this service. ' !
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WAR IN NEPAUL, 1816

1§ consequence of the Rajah of Nepmﬂ ha.vmg refused t0

ratify the treaty which had been signed by his a,mbafwadors,
an army was collected under the command of Major-Gleneral
Sir David Ochterlony, K.C.B., with a view to  coerce this
vefractory ruler. There were ‘rhree King’s regiments with this
foroe s the 24th. belonging to the first brigade, the 66th. o
the second  brigade, and the 87th. Royal  Irish Fusiliers to
the third bricade. The first brigade, commanded by Colonel
Kelly, of the 24th., was to penetrate by Hurryhurpore ;  the
second  brigade, uudel Tieutenant-Colonel Nicol, of the 66th.,
wag to enter the hills at Ramunuggur, and by a cirenitous
route join Sir David Ochterlony before Muckwanpore. | The
third brigade, vuder Lieutenant- Colonel Miller, of the 87th.
remained with the fourth brigade (native troops), under
§ir David Qehterlony, who marched through the forest ab the
foot of the Nepaul Hills on the 9th. of February. Gireat
dificnity was experienced in carrying the guny through  the
forest, which was accomplished by the personal exertions of
each individual.
On the 27th. of February, the advance guard arrived at
Muckwanpore, and on the following day the brigade was or-
derved to take possession of the heights of Sierapore ; an action
ensued, which commenced about noon, and terminated at six
olclock, leaving the British in possession of the heights for
a considerable distance from Sierapore, and of one field-piece.
For this affair, Lieutenant-Colonel Francis Miller, of  the
first battalion of the 87th., and Lieutenant Fenton, who had
performed very arduous duties, having been placed in charge
of the advanced guard, composed of the light company of
bis regiment and those of the native infantry, Wlth two guns;
veceived the public thanks of the authorities i in Indig.
Meanwhile Colonel Kelly, with the first brigade, encountered
and defeated the Rajah’s troops on the hcl ohts of Hurryhu:pme,
. on the 1st. of March,

Convinced of the inutility of further opposition, the Ragah
sued for peace, and a treaty was eventually. concluded on the
Ath. of March, which terminated the war in Nepaul,



BATTLE OF KIRKEE, A

i

BATTLE oF KIRKEE, AND BATTLE AND o
UAPTURE OF " POONA o

NoveEMBER, 1817,

Ox the 2ud. of November accounts were received of the
Peishwah’s renewed treachery, when the division under Briga-
dier- (}enernl Lionel Smith, C.B., was instantly put in motion, )
and on arrival at Ahmednuggur on the 8th., it was ascertained
that the gallrmtry of the troops at Foona under Lleutenant \

Colonel Burr, of the 7th. Bombay infantry, had successtully

resisted the Peishwah’s attempt to annihilate them, in their

posiﬁ.on at Kirkee, on the 6th, of November. After some
slight skirmishing on the road, the force under Brigadier-
Gleneral Smith (of which the King’s 65th. regiment formed
a portion), joined the Poona brigade at their position on the
136h. of November, when immediate preparations were made
tor attacking the enemy’s camp, which was on the opposite

side of the Moottah Moola. The force moved down before s

daybreak on' the 14th. of November, but finding the river
too deep to cross, it again encamped. | The ford having been
more particularly ascertained under some skirmishing and trifling
loss, the left wing under the command of Lieutenant- Colonel

i Mﬂnbs, of the 65th., crossed on the evening of the 16th., in i
face of the enemy, whose artillery and matehlocks oceasioned |

C(nmclemble loss during the passage and advance to a po%mon N
on the right of the Peishwah’s camp:

During the night the Peishwah abandoned his capital, and
moved to the southward. The inhabitants made their sub-
mission, and about noon on the 17th. of November, the British
flag was hoisted on his palace, under a royal salute. ‘

The 66th. regiment, for the above and subsequent services,

has received authority to bear on its colours and appointments

J‘nhe Hgure of the Royal Tiger, with the word India above,

and Arabia beneath, also the 84th it reglment now bemg‘ i

lmked to the hﬁth
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BATTLE OF SEETABULDEE, AND BATTLE AND
CAPTURE OF NAGPOOR.

NovesBerr AND Drompng, 1817.

WITHOUT any previous declaratmn of Thostilities, or the
slightest act of aggression on the part of the Indian gov-
ernment, the Rajah of Berar attacked the troops at Nagpoor;

consisting  of two  weak battalions of the Madras Native '

Infantry, and three troops.of cavalry, in the evening of
the 26th. November ; and after an action which lasted owhteen
‘hours was repulsed.  Lieutenant-Colonel Scott at the requl%
tion of the Resident had taken post on the hill of Seembuldec,
overlooking the city of Nagpoor, when the attack took place,
in which the three troops of the 6th. regiment of native
cavalry, and the 1st. battalions of the 20th. and 24th. Ma-
dras Native Infantry, were highly distinguished.

Reinforcements immediately marched on to the seat of war,
of ‘which eight companies of the 2nd. battalion of the I1st.
 Royals, formed part of the second division, under Brigadier-
General Doveton.  Upon his arrival the Rajah was desirous
of treating for peace, aud agreed to surrender his guns and dis-
‘perse his troops; but the treachery he had already evinced
made the Brigadier-Gieneral dispose his troops in  order of
" battle, when he advanced to take possession of the guns.
This precaution was not in vain.. No opposition was encoun-
tered in obtaining the first battery, but on the soldiery
entering the plantation, a sharp fire of musketry was treach-
erously opened upon them. The Rajah had formed an srmy
of  twenty-one thousand men, of which fourteen thousand
were hovse; the position being marked by irregularities  of
’che‘ground, and  clusters 'of houses and huts, and a thick
plantation of tress, with ravines and a large reservoir. [In
the action of the 16th. of December, which ensued, the 2nd,
hattalion of the 1st. Foot added to the former honours of that
corps. « The batteries were carvied with great gallantry, the
enemy driven from all his positions and pursued a distance
of five miles; his camp equipage, forty elephants and seventy-
five guns being captured. The battalion had nine men killed
and twenty-sig wounded. i ]



‘ BAT‘I’LE or MAﬂmnmnE'

After tlus success the siege of the mty of Nagpoor was
commemed The troops which defended this place, eonmstmg‘ i)
“of about five thousand Arabs and Hindoostanees, insisted upon j
extraordinary terms, and these mot being acceded fo they
_ determined on & desperate defence. On the 23rd. of Decem—
ber a breach was made in one of the gates, when an ass'mlt
was  resolved uport. At  half-past  eight oclock in. the
‘morning of the 24th. of December the stormers advanced,
but the breach being found untenable, the troops were with-
drawn, although the parties had gained the desived points.
On the following day the Arabs renewed their offer, and their
terms being granted, they marched out of the city on  the
1st. of January, 1818; being permitted to go where they‘
pleased with the excepbmn of proceeding to Agseerghur,

“Nacrorp” on ‘the regimental colours of the Royals oom _‘
memorates the fou,é,om services. ,

BATTLE OF MAHEIDPORE.
2187, DRCEMBER, 1817.

Wama the eighth battalion companies of the Royals had
been engaged at Nagpoor, the two flank companies, commanded
by Captain Hulme, had shared in the movements of the first
division of the army of the Decean.  On the 8th. of December
the troops arrived near Mlmhmdpore, where the army of Mulhar
Rao Holkar, one of the coalesced Mahratta powers againgt the |
British interests in India, was assembled. After various fraitless
negotiations the Anglo.Indian troops advarced against the
enemy on the morning of the 21st. of December, and s they
were crossing the ford of the Soopra river they were exposs‘d‘
to a powerful  and concentrated cannonade.  About half &
mile beyond the river stood the troops: of Holkar, and after
‘passing  the stream  Brigadier-General  Sir John  Malecohn
proveeded with two brigades of mfanhy o attack their
- lefp, and a ruined village situated on an eminence near the
_centre. . They were completely routed, and in the general
mdam of Lientenant-General Sir Thomas Hlslgp, Bart,, Lomé
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miander-in-Chief of the army of e Deocan, dated 25511& of““.”“'f ‘

| December, the charge of the squadron of the z&and nghﬂ‘f:‘ .

 Dragoons, under Captain Vernon, and the mtrepld coumge and
Hamm,).ted zeal of the flank companies of the Royals under
 Captain Hulme, were specially commended. e
 In commemoration of the conduet of the flank companios
| the words “MinmtoporE” was avthorized to be inseribed on
the regimental colours of the Royals. ‘ -

DEFENCE OF CORYGAUM.
18, JANUARY, 1818,

j ’I‘ms emment service was conﬁned to the Company’s troops.

The Peishwah having advanced towards Poonah, Colonel Burr,

| commanding in that city, requested a reinforcement from Beroor
accordingly Captain Staunton, of the second battalion Tst regi-
ment of  Bombay Native Infantry, was debpat(hed with that
corps, barely six hundred strong, a few Madras artillery, with

two six-pounders, and about three hundred auxiliary  horse,
The Peishwah's army, estimated at twenty thousand horse and
,xbout eight thousand infamtry, were encamped on  the right
bank of the Beerah, above the village of Corygaum.  Captain
Staunton, upon coming in sight of thisy oyverwhelming force, on

the 1st. of January, immediately moved wupon Corygaim, and

had searcely succeeded in reaching the village, when he was
sttacked by three divisions of infantry, supported by imniense
bodies of horse, and two pieces of artillery. The enemy ob-
tained immediate possession of the strongest posts of the village ;
and the remaining position was most obstinately contested from
noon tntil nine at might, after a fatiguing march of twenty-
eight miles. Ultimately the enemy was forced to abandon the
village, after sustaining great loss.  During the night of the
ond., the detachment returned unmolested to Seroor, which
wag reached at nine o’clock on the following moming; without
ha,vmg, partaken of any refreshment since the evening of the\

g Tsb, ‘g‘_)f December,  Nearly all the wounded were broug ht ol




‘ drid‘_‘f 1‘]}5(:71"11“‘517}16 gun and the colours of the regxmenh Wm'e
"ipreserved® | Wi ) |
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WAR IN AVA.

1824 7o 1826. ‘ ‘ A

. The repeated acts of aggression of the Burmese governors
in the country adjacent to the British territory, at length
_ rendered it necessary to demand an explanation from the
: Court’ of Ava, This terminated by a mutual declaration of |

. war, and troops were assembled to penetrate the Burmese

empire. His Majesty's '13th. and | 38th. regiments, ‘and,‘tiy‘o‘f
companies of artillery, and the 40th. Native Infantry, amounting
to two thousand oue hundved and seventy-five men, proceeded
from Bengal, while His Majesty’s 41st. and 89th. Foot, the
Madras Buropean regiment, and the Oth., 12th. 28th., and
30th. Madras Native Infantry, and artillery embarked from
Madras,— making in all eleven thousand four hundred and
seventy-five men. The troops from Bengal embarked in April

and May, 1824.f = To occupy Rangoon and the cmmtry_sit? ' 5
the mouth of the Trrawaddy was the first object. Brigadier- )

.General Sir Archibald Camphell with his troops took possession
of Rangoon on the 12th, of May, without the loss of a man;

‘and Cheduba, on the Arracan coast, was also captured by !
storm on the 17th. of May, by a detachment under Brigadier-

General McCreagh, of the 13th. Light Infantry, three companies
of the regiment being employed on this service. el

Meanwhile the Burmese army continued in great force in
the wvicinity of Rangoon, under the fortifications of wood called

* The following officers were engaged in this brilliant afaiy o
Madras  Artillery.—Liotutenant Chisholm, killed s Agsistant-Surgeon |

Wylie. | 2nd. Battalion 1st. Reyiment Bombay Native Infaniry~Captain

Staunton ; Tieutenant and Adjutant Pattinson, died of wounds:
. Lieutenant Connellan, wounded ; Tieutenant Jones, | 10th regiment,
doing duty with the 2nd battalion 1st. regiment ; Agsistant-BSurgeon
Wingate, killed.  dwuacilicry  Horse.—Tdeutenst Swansbon, ' Madrag
Hstablishment, wounded., ) ‘ i

+ Additional troaps proceeded from Madras in the autumn, and before
the close of the year His Majesty's 47th., with the governor-general’s
body-guard, had joined the expedition, which then amotmied fo about i
thirteen thousand men. ‘ : AT
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sbockades and of the dense ,]ungle which covered the wun’ory.

In carrying the stockades without ladders on the 28th. of May,
portions of the 13th. and 38th. regiments were specially noticed.

On the 10th. of June, Kemmendine was assaulted; when
about two miles from the town, the head of the colunn

‘was  stopped by a strong stockade, full of men,  against
which the artillery opened fire, and in half an hour a breach

was made. The 41st., and part of the Madras European regi-

ment, stormed the works in front; and the detachments of the
/ 18th. and 38th. assaulted the rear face, which was ten feet
‘high. ¢ The soldiers being encouraged and animated by the

_ gpirited conduet of Major (afterwards Sir Robert) Sale, who was

the first on the top, climbed the works, one helping another
up, and entering simultaneously with the party by the breach,

they bayoneted every man that opposed them.

This point being  gained, the column advanced  about a
" mile, and at four o’clock in the afternoon took up a position
against the principal stockade. Batteries were erected during
the night, and the artillery opened a heayy fire at daylight,
when the Burmese forsook their works and fled.

An attack was made upon the British pickets on the 1st.
of July, which was repulsed. The Burmese position in .the
vear of the great pagoda was assaulted on the 5th. of July,
and a general attack was made on the 8th. of that month,
one. column  advancing by land, under Brigadier-Gleneral
M’Bean, while the other column pmceeded by water. ijor
Wahab, with the Native Infantry, landed and immediately
attacked the breach ; Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Goodwin, of the
41t entered the work higher up by escalade ; Major Sale en-
countered the Burmess commander-in-chief in the works, and
glew him in single combat, taking from him a valuable gold-
| hilted sword and scabbard. Eight hundred of the enemy Were
killed on  this occasion, and thirty-eight pieces of artillery,
forty swivels, and three hundred muskets were captured.

An expedition was sent on the 11th. of October against
Martaban, on the Saluen river, under the command’ of ILieu-
tenant-Clolonsl Godwin, of His Majesty’s 4lst. regiment, and
the place, was captured on the 30th. of that month.

Meanwhile the Burmese recovered from the eomtemaﬂon
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into Whidh\‘;the‘yl had been thrown, and a, Vetemn chief,
named Maha Bandoola, being appointed their commander, he
approached the British position on the 1st, of December, with
upwards of fifty thousand foot, a body of Cassay horse, and

three hundred pieces of artillery, and commenced forming =

entrenchments,  Major Sale éxdv:;zlt;ed against the left ‘o‘f}t}ig |
 Burmese line with two hundred of the 13th. Light Infantry,
under Major' Dennie, and two hundred and fifty of the 18th.

Native Infantry, under Captain Ross, and stormed the ene it

trenchments in sight of the whole army. The soldiers of the
13th. led the charge with great intrepidity; they burst
through the intrenchments, and overcame all opposition ;| this
example was followed by the native infantry, when the Buar:
mese fled, and the British troops returned to their posts laden

| with trophies.

This victory was followed by another over the left wing
of the Burmese army, on the 5th. of December.  The first
advantage was followed up, the enemy was overthrown, and
of the three hundred pieces of ordnance which they had in
position, two hundred and forty were brought into the British
camp.® S

On the T7th. of December the trenches were assaulted in
four ecolumns of attack, under the superintendence of Lieu-'
tenant-Colonel  Miles, the second in command, and led by
Lieutenant-Colonels « Mallet (both of the '89th.), Parlby,
Brodie, and Captain Wilson, of the 38th. regiment. At a
guarter before twelve every gun that would bear upon the
‘breaches opened fire. = Major Sale at the same time made a
diversion on the enewy’s left and rear. At noon the can-
nonade ceased, and the columns moved forward to . their
points of attack, when the total defeat of Bandoolah’s army
ensued, his loss being estimated at five thousand men.

*t AL Bheir artillery, stores, and veserve depots, which had cost

them 50 miueh labour to get np, with a great quantity of small arms, |

gilt chattohy, standards, and other trophies fell into our hands.  Never
was victory more complete or decided, and never was the triumph of
discipline and yvalour, over the disjointed efforts of iregular courage

 and Infinitely superior numbers, more conspicuous.  Majors Dennie and
Thomhill, of the 18th, Laght Infantry, and Major Giore, of the 89th.,
were distinguished by the steadiness with which they led their men, -~
Brigadier-General Sir A Cumpbell’s despateh.
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. In an attack on the enemy’s corps of observation, on ;ﬁh;&;“
Dalla side of the river, on the 9th. of December, the 8oth.
regiment highly distinguished itself. i ’
Rallying his broken legions, the Burmese commander called
veinforeements ta  his aid, and ook up another puéit;i‘on;,‘ ;
which he fortified with great labour and art. These formi-

dable works were attacked on the 15th. of December, when |

WO ‘huhclred of the 13th, ander ' Major Sale, with three
hundred of the 1sth. and 34th. Madray Native Infantry,
formed the right column of attack under Brigadier-General
(afterwards Sir ‘Willoughby) Clotton ; this made a detour|
round the enemy’s left to gain the rear of his position at
Kokien, which was to be attacked in front by anotber column.
Sir Archibald marched with the left column, which consisted
2ol five hundred Europeans, from the 38th, 41st., 89th,, and
| Madras European Regiment, with portions of ‘native infantry,
o attack the foe in front. Of this column/ two divisions
wers formed, the command of one being given to Licutenant-
(lolonel Miles, of the 89th, and the other to Major  Evans,
of the 98th. Madras Native Infantry. On arriving in front
. of the position it presented a very formidable appeamrice;
but when the signal was given, the soldiers rushed forward,
Atd in less than fifteen minutes they wers in full possession
of these stupendous works. Major Sale received a severo

wound in the head, and was succeeded by Major Dennie,

who although wounded in the hand, coutinued at the head of
the 12th., regiment until the action was over. The Burmese
after a short resistance, fled in a panic, leaving their camp
standing, and abandoning all their haggage, together with 2
great portion of their arms and ammunition. il
Mhese siccesses, connected  with those of the royal navy,
had produced important results; the maritime provinces of
| Mergui, Tavoy, Yeb, and Martaban, had heen captured, and
seven hundred pieces of artillery had been taken from ‘the
Burmese. Lieutenant-Colonel Elrington, with a small detach-
ment, consisting of a portion of the 47th., with some seamen
and | marines, carried by storm the factory and stockades of :
vb‘y‘riam on the 11th. and 12th of January, 1825, Mo wiest ‘
wdditional tervitory from the cort of Ava, Major Bale proceeded
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fa,‘fg%{inét‘,the city of Bassein, in the south-west part. of the an-
cient kingdom of Pegu, which constituted part of the Burmese
‘empire. The troops, after a tedious passage, arrived in the
evening of the 24th, of February, off Pagoda Point, Great Ne-
Cgrais, 'On the 26th. the expedition entersd the river, and the '
(13th., 88th., and the 12th. Native Infantry Ianded and captured
a stockads. The force afterwards re-embarked, and  proceeded
to the next stockade, which the Burmese abandoned us the
soldiers swent on shore to storm  the worls ;| 80 great 'was
their consternation, ‘that the City of Bassein was seb on fire
and abandoned, the enemy retiring on Donabew. d
Brigadier-General Cotton, in the interim, with a detached
force, of 'which 'the 47th. and 89th regiments  formed
a part, had attacked the pagoda stockade in advance of
Donabew, on the 7th. of March.' The troops were formed in
two columns, under Iieutenant.Colonel O’Donaghue, 47th,,
and Major Basden, 89th. regiment. All. were exposed to g
heavy fire, which was kept up to the last, with greater spirit
and perseverance than was usual.  The operations against the
second  defence, distance about five bundred yards from the
pagoda stockade, were mot successful, and the force was re-
embarked on the 18th., after the enemy’s cannon had been |
spiked and his arms destroyed. e
. Meanwhile, a force of eleven thousand men, under Briga- |

dier  General Morrisdn, of the 4dth., of which that regiment

and the B54th. formed a portion, had been asserabled at Chit.
tagong towards the end of September of the preceding year,
moved forward early in J anuary, in order to penetrate throush
Arracan, and across the mountains into Ava, where it was
to. effect & junction with the army at Rangoon. '« The first
attack ab Arracan, on the 29th. of Mareh,  failed, owing‘
principally to a dense fog, which prevented the great strength
of the position from being discovered. On the night of the
31st., Brigadior Richards proceeded by a eircuitous toute, and
gained the summit of the range. unperceived ;. and on the
morning of the 1st. of April the Burmese were attacked in'
flank, while the front was assailed by the main body. | In 4
‘short time the heights  were abandoned, and Arracan was
gained. The Burmese army having retreated to Donabew, two




 BRITISH WAR MEDALS.

' eolumns were formed to attack it by land and water, the land o
column being under the command of Sir A. Campbell, and
the water column under Brigadier-General Cotton: - Donabew
was strongly fortified by a atockade extending nearly a ‘mile
along the Irrawaddy, composed of teak beams fifteen to seven-
‘teen foet high, driven into the earth as closely as possible to
each other.  Behind this wooden wall was the old brick rampart,
aud the works were mounted with one hundred and fifty guus
and swivels.  The marine attack failed, afber carrying the first
stockade, and 'the flotilla retreated ten miles down the river.
leaving the wounded in the power of the enemy. Next day
most of the killed and wounded that had been left in the
stockade, were crucified and placed on rafts, which were sent
down the stream to the boats of their comrades. i
. After a bombardment by the land column, Donabew was
“taken possessioh of by Siv Archibald Campbell on the 2nd.
of April; Maha Bandoolah  having been killed by a rocket,
the  other chiefs‘cou‘ld not prevail on the garrison to remain,
and the place was evacuated during the night of the 1st. of April.
i After this suceess the march was resumed to Prome, where
| the army arrived on the 25th. of April, the Burmese having
avacuated the town after setting it on fire, but the decisive
measures adopted saved the place from a general conflagration.
In consequence of the season of military operations being
over, the army remained inactive at Prome, and in the autumn
overtures of peace were made by the Burmese, bub hostilities
were resumed in the middle of November ; and the army of
Ava, having repulsed the attack of three bodies of Bepoys
becatne suddenly elevated with a high idea of ity own power,
and advauced to attack the British troops at Prome, which
had been reinforced by the detachments left at Rangoon,
About sixby thousand Burmese environed six thousand Anglo-
Tndian troops ; but undismayed by this formidable host, four na-
tive regiments were left for the defence of Prome, and the
.pemainder advanced on the 1st. of December to attack the
enemy’s left wing ab Sinibike. This post was gallantly
stormed by the troops under Brigadier-General Cotton, and the
works were carried in ten minutes. The flank companies
~ of the Royals, under Captain Thomas John Harvey, with the
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Tientenant- Clolonel Glodwin, performed this service,

After 4 harvassing' march of about twenty miles, the troops i g

bivouacked at Ze-ouke, and at daylight on the morning of
the 2nd. of December they were again in motion, to attack

the formidable position occupied by the enemy’s centre
| division on the Napadee Hills. Arriving in the vicinity,
the British artillery commenced a sharp cannonade ; Brigadier-
(eneral Hlrington’s troops drove the enemy from the jungle, |

and six companies of the 87th. Royal Irish Fusiliers carried

< the posts at the bottom of the ridge; the Burmese were

driven from the valley to their principal works on the hills,
which appeared very tormidable, as the heights could only be

ascended by a narrow road, commanded by artillery, and de-
fended by stockades crowded with men armed with muskets.
- When the artillery had made an impression on the works,

the 13th. and 38th. regiments, the latter leading, rushed: into
them, overthrew all opposition with the bayonet, and forced the

Burmese from hill to hill, owver precipices that could only bap
ascended by a narrow stair, until the whole of the position

nearly three miles in length, was captured. Scarcely a shot
was fired in return to the enemy’s continued wvolleys, and the

six cmhpaniea of the 87th. advancing through the jungle to

the right, drove everything before them on that side.
On the 5th. of December the enemy’s right wing was
driven from its post. The division employed under Brigadier-

General Cotbon  consisted of  two hundred and  fifty of the

Royal Regiment, two hundred and seventy of the dlst., two
hundred and  sixty of the 89th., the light company of the
28th. Madras Native Infantry, and one hundred pioneers.
The immense army of Ava was thus forced from its positions,
and the Burmese legions sought safety in flight,  After this
success the army continued to advance; the Burmese evacuated
Meeaday, and took post at Melloon, at the same time they
renewed their offers for terminating the war; but this ap-
peared to be with the view of gaining time to re-organize
their forees for a more determined resistance.

-

I

‘418, land 8‘96’]1. “x"e,g'iments‘, commanded respécf‘:ivéiy*by‘ Major
_ Peter Latouche Chambers, and Brevet-Major Henry Ross Gore,
supported by the 18th, Madras Native Infantry, and led by i
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The conditions of peace not being ratified by the stipulated i |
tinie, hostilitios were resumed on the 19th. of Ji anuary, 1826,
on which day the '13th. and 88th. regiments embarked in
boats under Lieutenant-Uolonel Sale, to assault the main face
Cof the enemy's fortifications at Melloon. Ab the same time
Buripadier-General Cotton, with the flank companies - of the
&7th, and 87th. regiments, and the 89th., under Lieutenant-
Colonel Hunter Blair, the 4lst. regiment and the 18th Madras
Native Infantry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Henry Godwin,
 commanding the first brigade of Madras troops, and the 28th.
Madras Native Infantry, with the flank ‘companies of the 43vd.
Madras Native Infantry, under Lieutenant-Colonel Parlby
were to cross above Melloon, aund, after carrying some out-
works, were to attack the northern face 'of the principal
work, The whole of the boats quitted the shore together :
but the current and breeze carried the 13th. and 8sth. to
their point of attack hefore the other divisions could reach the
opposite bank of the river, and Tieutenant-Clolonel Bale was /
wounded in bis boat; but the two regiments landed, formed
ander the command of Major Frith, of the 38th. {who was
wounded in the assault), and rushed forward with such in-
trepidity that they speedily became masters of these formidable
works, When Brigadier-General Cotton saw that they were .
. carried, he ordered the brigade under Tientenant-Colonel Blair,
of the 8Tth., to eut in upon the enemys line of ‘41'et1'eat‘,
whieh was performed with much effect. i

£ On the 98th. of January, the g87th), with the flank com-
panies of the 28th. Native Infantry, and detachments of the
Glovernor-General’s body-guard and artillery, under Brigadier
Hunter Blair, were sont from Tongwyn, to attack the position
of Moulmein, eleven miles distant, The position, being a
great annoyance to the swrounding . country, was destroyed,
and the troops retwrmed to camp the same evening.
 The army advanced upon the Burmese capital, and the
Jegions of Ava resolved onte more to try the fortune of war.
A new army of 40,000 men was . raised, and placed under
the command of a noted warrior named Nee Woon-Breen,
which has been translated:—*Prince of Darkness,” “King of
Hell,” and “Prince of the Setting Sun.” They met the British



el the open fields near Pagahm Mew, Where an acmon f;ook i

place on the 9th. of February. The 13th. Tight Tnfantry led

.the right attack, supported by the 38th. and 89t regiments.

That on the left was supported by the 41st. Part of the

Burmese troops, broken by the 38th., retired into a well-con-

structed field-work, but were so closely pursued that they had

not. time to form for ity defence : here from three to four
hundred of them perished either by the bayonet or plungm" ‘

into the river to escape. The vesult was another defeat to

the enemy. The “Prince of Darkness” fled to Ava, where he i

was put to a cruel death by the order of the King
After this victory the army continned its advance upon
Ummerapoora, the capital, situated upon the shores of &

beautiful lake; and when within four days’ march of that

city the king of Ava sent the ratified treaty, paying the

expenses of the war, and relinquishing a considerable portion
of territory. The treaty of peace was finally signed at Gand-

aboo, February 24th., 1826. The King of Ava remounced all
claim on Assam, ceded to the Fast India Company Arracen,
and four other provinces with their islands and dependencies,

and agreed to pay a crore of rupees as a war indemnity ; free:

trade also to be allowed to British subjects in all parts of his
dominions. In one of the conferences the negotiators had
objected to the payment of money, and stated, that by using
great, economy. they might furnish o million baskets of rice
within a year, but they did not grow iupees; and if the
British had any objection to the rice, thers: was abundance

of fine trees in the forest, which they might cut down and

take away in lien of the money.

On the conclusion of this campaign, the following statement

appeared in general orders :—* While the Governor-General in
Council enumerates, with sentiments of unfeigned admiration,
the 13th, a8th., 4lst., 89th. 47th. 1st. (or Royals), 8%th,

and 45th, regiments, the Honorable Company’s Madras Buro-

pean regiment, and the Bengal and Madras European artillery,
ag the Huropean’ troops who have had the honour of establishing

the renown of the British arms in a new and distant rezion,
His Tordship in Counecil feels that higher and more justly-

merited praise cannot he bestowed on thoge brave  troops
¥
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| dhan that, amldm; the barbnmus h()sts Whom they have fouglltf“
and  conquered, they have emmently displayed the vn"tue%,
and sustained the character, of the British boldler i ‘

S'.[EGE“‘AND STORM or BHURTPORE.
' JAWARY, 1826, |

 Barvko Siven, Rajah of Bhurtpore, had become aﬁtached”
to the British government, with which he formed an alliance
offensive and defensive, and procured & guarantee for the suc-
. cossion of his youthful son, Bhulwunt Singh to the throne, from; ¢
 Bir David Ochterlony, then Commander of the forces and
Political Resident at Delhi, who acknowledged the boy's right,
and pledged his word to support him. But among many of
the R‘%.th’s sltlygecbs a strong feeling of hostility to the British
existed, particularly in the army, and his nephew, Dootjun
Sal, headed a party opposed to the alliance. After the Rmh’
© decease his nephew gained passession of the capltal, seized the.
"“young prince, and assumed the sovereign power.  Sir David
QOchterlony assembled a force (of which the 59th. formed part)
and maxched on Bhurtpore; but the government having dis-
approved of the measures taken, the troops returned to Cawn-
pore.  Sir David in consequence res doned, and died at Meerut
in July, 1825, his decease being, it s c(;mtdered, h%hcuad by
this event.

It wag, however, a.fterwards determiried to carry into effectf
the engagements entered m‘ro\ with the late Rajah, by placing

“His son on the bhron-s Am Aatmy was .1Sbembled under Gem,ralr i

e the same general ovders it was zumounced that o Mcclah’ also,
| bearing 4 suitable deviee, ave to be distributed to the mnative troops
which at any period durj_‘ng, the war, were employed under the comand
of Major-Greneral Siv Avchibald bampbﬁu in(.lufhug the officers and
men of the gunboabe serving in the Txmwaddy, / This medal, also
designed by William Wiyon, Hsq., contained on the obverse a qua;mﬁ
_device~the Astatic elephant croucting to the British Lion, It was not
conferred on the regiments of the Crown, and thevefore does not come

within the scope of “his work, When the medal for services in India |

| from 1808 to 1826 was authorized, a bar mgcribed Ava was gmnted. |
‘The '1sb., 1oth., B38th,, 4lst,, 41*11 Abth., ATth,, Bdthe” 87th and
80th, Kmfr 4 regiments wore pmmttnd to benr the word Ava o their’
noloum, in commemoration of their gullantry during this service, |
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bIL(JE AND STORM 05" BHURTPORL.

Lm d Omnbermere, the Oommauder-m Chief in Indm, .«md the
giege of the eapnal the fortified city of Bhurtpnre, ‘Wd/s de-‘ B
termined mpon,  Cireat confidence was placed by the natives
in the strength of this place, the fort being upwards ‘of‘-‘,‘.ﬁ‘
 miles in circumference, and having in 1805, withstood four
0 attacks) of Lord Lake’s army, wherein were 'five king’s regi- ||
ments, which had been repulsed with great loss. ‘
On the 10th. and [11th. of ‘December, 1825, the British
appea.red before this celebrated city and fortress. The army |
amounted to twenty-five thousand' three hundred ! men, of
which His Majesty’s 11th. and 16th. Light Dragoons; and the
14th, and 59th. regiments formed part, the remainder being
made up of Native eorps.  The garrison was nearly equal
in numbers ' to the besieging force.  The Bhurtporees had
eut 'a sluce into  the embankment of a lake  near the
town, to fill the ditch round the woods with water, but
‘they were speedily driven from the spot; the sluice was
stopped, and the embankment was turned into o military
_post, which wag entrusted to a company of the 1.41;11.‘1"00!;“
and some sepoys. | About eighteen inches of water only had
flowed into the ditch, and this sudden  seizure of the em-
bankment facilitated the progress of the siege by keeping
the ditch nearly empty, and thus prevented the enemy from
filling it with water, as was done in Lord Lake's time. The =
several corps took up their ground, and the investment be-
came ‘complete, orange and date trees from the groves bemg j
converted into fascines and gabions. ’
At an early hour on the morning of the 94th o.f December,
the fires of two batteries were apened on the town ; additional )
works were constructed, the batteries became more numerous,
and the siege was prosecuted with vigour. It was, however,
found extremely difficult to effect practicable breaches in. the i
peculiarly-constructed walls of Bhurtpore, asg thay i R
many places thickly studded with large trees of a very tough
deseription of timber, which offered a vemarkable resistance
to shot. The process of mining was adopted; several ‘explo-
sions took place, and the result soon rendered it evident
that the horrors of an assault was drawing near. {reat
bravery and perseverance was evinced by the garrison; they

J
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utposed themselvey resolutely to the fire of beuegers, (md |
built up in the night the works which were knocked down
duﬂug the day, labouring under a ceaseless fire, and evmomgg
4w firm determination to persevers in the defence.

Congiderable progress having been made towards eﬁ'cctmg b

practicable breaches, it was determined to attempt the storming
of the place on the morning of the 18th. of Januvary, 1826,

| the etplmmn of the mine under the north-east angle bemg / i

the signal for the assault.  The 14th. and 59th. regiments =
headed the two attacks, and they were directed to wheel/ag |
soon as they entered the breaches, one to the right and
the other to the left, and, continuing their career round the
vamparts, to drive the enemy before them till bhey met.
Bome. delay oceurred in the mine, and the soldlem stood
soven hours anxiously waiting for the tmoment.to commence
the assault, during which time the thunder of the mtillery
wag tremendous. The mine having exploded in an unexpected
. direction, several men of the 14th., at the head of the column
of attack, were killed, and Bubadwr (eneral John M Combe,
(of that regiment,) and other officers received severe contusions.

As sdon as the tremendous crash was _over the troops
tushed through the cloud of smoke and dust, and commenced
ascending the breach, and, the summit, after soms opposition,
was gained. Here a short pause ensued from the native corps
appointed to support not being near, when the enemy opened
a heavy five from the buildings near the breach, and sprang |
a mine, which killed several of the soldiers.  The Bhurtpore
artillerymen fought with great desperation, and the defenders
of the walls' exhibited much bravery; but in two hours the
whole rampart swrounding the town, together with | the
command ' of the gates, were in possession of the British.
The citadel sutrendered about four o'clock, and the ldth.,
(at the head of which the Commander-in-Chief entered it}
was placed there in garrison, as a compliment to the gml
lantry of the corps. ‘

General Viscount Combermere, .C.B., in his de‘spfmtc-h
stated, “I must particularly remark the behaviour of His

Mujesty’s Hth. regiment, commanded by Major Evemrd andi

the b9th., commanded by Major Fullen s these u,ups‘, hamxlg
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Jed the éqlumms of assault, by their steadiness and determination
decided the eyents of the day.” His lordship also specially
adverted to the services rendered by Brigadier, now General
Bir James Wallace Sleige, K.O.B,, commanding the cavalry;

the general good and active conduct of the cavalry, and the

spirited manner in which they volunteered their services

when it was anticipated (before the arrival of the 1st,
European regiment) to employ them in the storm were also

mentioned.® i
Thus was accomplished the capture of this city, regarded

throughout the East as impregnable, the natives being ac-

customed  to remark that India was not subdued because
Bhurtpore had not fallen. The usurper Doorjun Sal was
captured ‘while attempting to escape, and the young Rajah
was placed on the throne.” The 14th. had Brigadier-General

Edwards and Captain Armstrong killed, and the 59th. lost
Captain Pitman, and had Major Fuller and other officers:

wounded.
The state of the Burmese war at this period rendered it of

the highest importance that Bhurtpove should be captured, as

a failure in that object would have paralyzed British domi-
nation in the Hast.t :

“DBrurrrore” was authorised by the Sovereign to be borne on

the standards and colours of the 1ith. and 16th. Light
Dragoons, and the 14th. and 59th. regiments, i

Lord. Combermere, whose earliest services had been con-

nected with the siege of Seringapatam, in 1799, and who!
had commanded the British cavalry during the Peningula
war, under Wellington, was made a Viscount for this capture.

* In consequence of the scarcity of Kuropean infantry with the

infantry, it was deemed necessary to call for volunteers trom the

cavalry, each King’s regiment to furnish three officers and eighty
rank' and file.  This number was at once obtained. ' The officers’

names were Captain Browne, Lieulenant Windus, and Cornet Pearson,
of the 11th. Dragoons, and Captain Luard, and Lieutenants McConchy

and Walker, of the 16th. Lancers. ' Viscount Combermere had for-

merly served in the latter regiment,

T From the 24th. of Decetnber, 1825, to the 18th. of Januavy, 1826,
the expenditure of shot and shells during the twenty-six days was as
follows i—Shot 42,215, shells 17,060, shrapnells 1,096, grape 693, case
404, carcasses 4 ; in all 61,472, i,

[




’[‘HF INDIAN "WAR MEDAL 1799'1826

'I‘xm medaJ the des;gn of thh is extmmely chaste’ and‘ i

i beacuntul has on the obverse the Queen’s head, with the
mﬂcmptmn VioToRIA REGINA, snmla,r to the Crimean and
‘ othel mwedals. The artmt the latu William. Wyom, Esq, RA

1851, On the reverse of tha medal is a fignre of Vietory
seated, holding in
'ja vietor's Lx,mel—wmath ' A lotus- ﬁower, emhlemm:m of Indm,‘
s by her side, a twphy of Oneuta] arms and palm tree in
the backgwund Aboye are the words, “Mo the army of lndm, i
m the exergue, “1799 18267 The wvarious services are comi-.

bbon. ,

W 'l‘he glorlous achmvementq of the. zmny of Indu, from the
i decmwe victory of Assuye to the capture of Bhurtpore, were |
ol not comuiemorated by a medal till the year 1851, and. the few

| ceive the decomtlon unt11 jortt/ mglbt yeaxs after the event,

'I‘HE P}LNINSULA WA‘R M]‘DAL

Wamx the dls,trxbutwn of the Wa,tf,rloo Medal both o
1‘oﬂ‘icers and men  took . placo, it was no wonder  that the
f‘,‘ve‘remtw who had forght through the several actions of the
 Poninsula, war should 'desire .to have a similar distinetion.
':By o letter from ‘the Duke of Wellington, dated Brussels,

‘Duke of Kent, then Colonel of the Royals, it would appear
‘ hat there was some gbeneral distinetion intended to bhe con-
. ferred on the Peninsula army ¢ When your Royal Highness
 first communicated to me yom: cleme that‘ the ard. buttalion
i Romls should wear a dmbmguiahmg badge for thmr geryices
. under my command Lt was | dn the « contemplation of His
iy Royal Highness  the (Jommfmde -m~Ch1ef that the whole
. prmy which served m the Peningula and in the Bouth of
‘quce should wear one‘ I Jhave nut hemd whﬂt has

wag the chief engraver to the Royal Mmt until his decease in i

r ng‘ht hzmd a laurel bra,nch in her left, el

memorated by clasps, fmcl tha meda.l i8 worn wzth a pale blué‘J e

| survivors who took pa,rt in. the first namad battlb did 'mot pe- h

18th, April, 1815, to His Royal Highness Field- Marshal the i




the facts stated in
to report to the (‘Dmmander-m*(]hw
\ mforma,tmn of Her Majesty, and to enable those Coll B
Her Majesty to deliver to the Claimants the Medals accmdmgly i
“The Adjutant-Gensval, and the Military Seceretary of the b U
Commander-in-Chief will transmit to the Secretary of the !
Board of General Officers, such information as they may have' |
‘been able to acquire, to assist in the mvesmgatmns Wluch
the Board will have to make, | .
 “The Commanderin.Chief has been reqmred to ) demx i
that the Board of (Greneral Officers will have Alphaby N
Lists made out of the names of the Olaimants to one ) t*hese
Medals, with his Rank, and the name of the pa,rtwular
Battls or Siege for which he claims to receive the | same. in
serted in the Margin~—and at which the Board of General,
 Officers may consider that he was present.
“The occasions for which Medals have been gra,nted by‘ ]
the Sovereign are specified in the annexed page for genelal
information and gmdzmce, as ab page 73 of the Annual Army‘
List, )

By Comm'md of Field Marshal, :
Tae Doke op WELLINGTON, Oomma«nder-m-(,h‘ef,‘

”

JouN MACDONALD, Ad‘]‘utant‘(}enem :

® Long before this order was msued the ma, omty of thes old |
warriors, the survivors of a hundred ﬂghts, ha,d fallen before the
irvasistible geythe of Time, with no wark of their clorious serviceﬁ, i
{;tgﬂpt the honourable sears which they had rece,iveg on the ﬁeld of

4 ;

it
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iLilbdrigo, January, 18125

bl e Detroit, America, August, 1812; Vittoria,
June 21st., 1813; Pyrences, July 28th. to Angust and., 18133
St Bebastian, August and Soptember, i813; Chateauguay,
| America, October 26th, 1813 ; Nivelle, November 10th., 18185
) Chrystler’s Farm, America, November 11th,  1813; Nive,
December 9th. to 13th., 1813 ; Orthes, February 27th., 1814
. Toulouse, April 1oth., 1814." G
A similar order was issued regarding naval services, these
cgmmenced with  Lord Howe's action on the 1st. of  June,
1794, but the earliest military service thus decorated was
the ~campaign in Egypt, 1801, a general order, dated the
19th. of Hebruary, 1850, being issued, by which the war
medal was to be conferred on the surviving Egyptian veterans ;
~ and if they had already  received it, an additional bar,
| beaving the word “ Eayer,” was to be granted. ‘
. The MepAn has on the obverse the head of the Queen, with

"

ﬂ the date 1843 ; and on the reverse Her Majesty, as the
representative of the country or people, is in the act of crown-

. kneeling attitude, as emblematic of the army,  In the exor-
. gue is engraved 1793-1814, (the former date only applying to
~ the mavy,) and by the side of the dais is the British lom,
| 'The inscription is “To THE Brrrsi Army.” In the illustration
only a few of the bars are given, but all the services enamer-
: ; ated in the foregoing list were of course commemorated by
(e their names being placed on the bars. Tifteen is the greatest
' ymmber of bars known to have been worn, by any vecipient
_of the medal. The rank and names of recipients were en

alin April 6th., 1812; Salamanca, July

ing with a laurel wreath the Duke of Wellington;  in a i




| graved rbundftha odge of the w
' blue edges® o

5

adt;xi;: ) S’I"hé‘:ribbyon 1% l'ed; with

| The first seryice then, in the order of date, is St

THE EQYPTIAN CAMPAIGN, 1sol.

1IN the year 1800, a French army, which had been desigmbed‘ s
the “Army of the East,” beld Hgypt in subjection, and the
British government anticipating that Indis was the meditated
seene of conguest, determined to employ the disposabls force:

of the kingdom in relieving Egypt from her invaders. After

experiencing much severe weather at sea, the fleet arrived at
Malta, where the troops landed, and the abundance of fresh

provisions afforded by the inhabitants was most  welcome.

Teaving that island on fthe 20th, of December, 1800, the ar« )

mament sailed to Marmorice, in Asiatic Turkey, where the

ﬁeet,anchor‘ed in a spacious bay environed by mountaing, WBilSt_
gun-hoats were being procured for the expedition, horses for
the cavalry, and a plan of co-operation was in, course ofli

* arrangement with the Turks.

This force was under the coramand of the veferan (Goneral |

Sir Ralph Abercromby, K.B., and abont gix . thougand  men

from India and the Cape of Cood Hope, under Major-Gleneral
Baird, so celebrated for his conduct at Seringapatam, were |

appointed. to co-operate.

At this period the British forces were brigaded: as follows :

—Cluards, Major-Gleneral the Honourable George J. Ludlow,
First Royals, Bath., two battalions, and [ 9gnd, Major-Gieneral

(afterwards Hir Eyre) Coote; Sth. 13th, 18th., and 90th.,

Major-General (afrerwards Sir John) Cradack ; 2nd., BOth., andi :

79th.,, Major-General Lord Cavan; 30th, 44th, and  89th.

i  As to the rarify of the Peuningula medal; Lt s very uncommon o
meet with any having more than eight or nine bars, and if any of the
hars should have inscribed on them the actions of ff Fovt Detroit,”

¢ Chateanguaay,” or ‘¢ Chrystler's Farm ;7 the value of the medaliis

‘grentl?: enhanced. = The clasps for the cavalvy actions of ' Bahagun
and’ *¢ Benovente,” 1n the Peninsula and the bars for “ Maida,?

{1 194 i f ¥
Mammguu,” “ Guadaloupe,’ and * Jaya,” are also of ¥are eccurvence.

The old 45th., Sherwood Horesters, bore more Peninsula lonours on
heir colours than any other régiment, ‘
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Brigadier-Goneral (afterwards Sir  John) Doyle; Minores,
De Rolle’s, and Dillon’s regiments (since disbanded,) Major-
Gleneral John Stuart, (afterwards Count of Maida.) The re-
serve consisted of detachments of 11th. and Homyeseh’s dragoons,
40th., flank companies, 23rd., 28th., 42nd., 58th., and Corsican
Rangers, (since disbanded,) Major-Greneral (afterwards Sir John)
Moore; 12th. and 26th. dragoons, Major-General the Hon-
onrable Edward Finch ; artillery and pioneers, Brigadier-General
Lawson, i

After some delay at Marmorice, in expectation of receiving
. veinforcements of Cireeks and Turks, the expedition proceeded
to its destination, and on the 2nd of March, 1801, anchored
in the Bay of Aboukir, eastward of Alexandria, when, not:
withstanding all the exertions of the navy, under the orders
. of Admiral Lord Keith, the necessary amrangements for landing
(the troops could not be effscted until a weelk afterwards,

owing to unfavourable weather, and other obstructions, A
landing wa$ however effected on the 8th. of March.

The troops forming the first division, congisiing of the re-
serve, under 'the command of Major-General (afterwards Sir
John) Moore; the brigade of Guards, under the Homourable
Major-General Ludlow ; and a portion of the first brigade,

~under Major-General Coote, got into the boats early in the
morning ; they had generally about six miles to row, and did
not reach the point of landing until ten o'clock. The front
of 'disembarkation was narrow, and a hill, which commanded
the whole, seemed almost inaceessible. Notwithstanding their
being exposed to a very severe cannonade, and under the fire
of grape shot, the troops made good their landing, ascended
the hill; and forced the enemy to retire, leaving behind him
seven pieces of artillery, together with a number of horses. The
« troops that ascended the hill in the fuce of dangers and diffi-
culties sufficient to intimidate ordinary men, consisted of the
. 23rd. Royal Welsh Fusiliers, and the four flank companies of
the 40th. regiment, under the eommand of Colonel Spencer,
whose conduct was specially commended in the despatehes ; in
which also the good order of the disembarkation of the 28th.
and 42nd. regiments, under the command of Brigadier-Gleneral
Oalkes was particularly noticed. Whilst these regiments formed

N i
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| an;l‘ mounted the position, the Foot Guards and»p%bha regiment
prolonged the attack, the Royals and the ‘54‘r,b..‘ pushiqg for-
ward to sustain their gallant comrades, = A column of French

" infantry advancing through a hollow way with fixed hayonets

against the left flank of the Foot Guards, encountered the two
latter regiments; the British advanced, when their opponents
| hesitated, fired a volley, and then retreated. The disembarka-
tion of the army continued on the 8th. and the day following.*

The troops which landed on the Sth., advanced three miles
the same day, and on the 12th., the army moved forward, and
came in sight of the enemy, who was strongly posted with
his right to the canal of Alexandria, and his lett towards the
sea. | ‘

About six o’clock in the morning of the 13th. of March, the
British advanced to attack the ememy’s position in front of

‘Mandora. . The leading brigades were commanded by Major-

Generals Cradock and the Earl of Cavan, The 90th, formed
the advanced guard of the front line, and the 92nd. that of
the second; both battalions suffered severely, and were highly
distinguished. These two regiments bear the word “MANDORA”

* As the soldiers were burying a Highlander of the 4%nd, regiment,
who wasg supposed to be dead, Captain Dayid Stewart, of Garth, re-
quested them to take him out of the grave, and carry him to the sur-
geon ; he yoon recovered of a swoon, his wound was cured, and he re-
sumed his duty shortly afterwards, It is to be hoped that this soldier
did nof evince his gratitude like the private of the J1st. regiment,
mentioned in the following anecdote :~-In 1799, the 31st. regiment was
serving in Holland, and at Egmont-op-Zee crossed bayonets with the
French regiment bearing the same number; a ball fired during the
retveat of the latter, passed through the jaws of a soldier ot the former,
named Robert Hullock ; in the course of the afternoon he was biried
in the sand-hill where he had fallen, by a soldier of his regirent named
John Carnes. During the night Hullock haying been. but lightly
covered with sand, crept out and crawled to a picket of his corps postecd

near, He was sent to hospital, recovered, and was serving with his

regiment in Malta, in 1809. His face hayving been much disﬁgured,
and ‘his voice scarcely intelligible, (a part of his tongne and palate
having been carried away,) he had for sometyeurs served as pioneer to

his eompany ; a solcier of it died, and Hullock, as a park of his duty, |

dug the grave, in which he was found, on the arrival of the body for
interment, still at work, though then nearly ten feet deep. On being
drawn out he was asked for his reason in muaking it so unusually deep,
he replied, ' Why, Sin, it’s for poor John Cames, who buried me, and
I think, Sir, if T get him that deep, it will puzzle him to creep out as I
did.” | On the burial service being read, e proceeded to fill np the
grave, and actually buried the man who ten years previously had
buried him.' Hullock was discharged and pensioned in 1814,
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_ on their colours, The French having opened a most "destmdtive:
(fire from their artillery, enfiladed the colwmn to 1ts whole
' depth, and orders were consequently given to deploy 1nto line.
This was considered a favourable moment, and the enemy im-
mediately advanced to the attack. Major- Gieneral (,radoek‘
formed his brigade under a heavy fire, and the gallant conduet
‘of the regiments, (the 8th., 13th., 18th, and 90th. infantry,)
. way equal to the emergency. In this action Lieutenant-Colonel
(afterwards Viscount) Hill commanded the 90th., and exhibited
‘that coolness and conspicuous bravery so frequently displayed
during the Peninsula campaigns. The remainder of the army
 were immediately in a situation not only to face bub to repel
the enemy. The reserve, under Major-General Moore, which
was on the right, on the change of the position of the army,
moved on in column, and covered the right flank. The French
were driven from their position, and were compelled to retreat
over the plaing into the lines on the heights before Alexandria.
' In the general orders issued on the following day, it was
stated, that ““The Commander-in-Chief has the greatest satis-
faction in thanking the troops for their soldier-like and intrepid
“gondict in the action of yesterday; he feely it incumbent on
him particularly to express his most perfect satisfaction with
the steady and gallant conduet of Major-Gleneral Omdock’s
brigatle.” “
| Having gained a second victory on the shores of Egypfb, the :
army took up a position about four miles from Alexandria,
having a sandy plain in front, the sea on the right, and the
canal of Alexandria and the lake of Aboukir on the left.  The
Teserye, was posted under Major-General Moore, on very hxgh
gmund projecting a quarter of a mile on the right, and ex-
tending to the large and magnificent ruins of a palace, built
in the time of the Romans, within fifty yards of the sea.
T%Js hlgh ground of sand-hills and old ruins, was about three
~ hundred yards bxmd it sloped gradually down into a valley,
which lay between 1t and the other parts of the position.
The b8th. regiment occupied the ruins, and the 28th. a redoubt
near them; the 28rd. and 42nd., with the flank companies
of the 40th., and the Corsican Rangers, were placed a short
distance behind the muins and the redoubt; the other corps
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_ of the army extending to the canal.  The French o
' parallel position on ahigh and almost }“)efpendic‘mlat!m‘
hills s in ‘the centre of their line appeared ' Fort Créti
ﬂw left of its vear Fort Caffarelli—Pompey’s Pillar on i
. right,~Cleopatra’s Needle on the left, and the city of - Alex-
_andria extending to the sea, with the masts of the shipping
in the harbour at the back of the town, The whole presented
4 most interesting appearance ; objects ‘celebrated in history, =
even some of the wonders of the world, could be distinetly
seen, and the ruing under the soldiev’s feet were of in"nétés&tﬁ |
ing antiquity. ‘ j A At
' For seven days the army occupied this position without
interruption ; the soldiers being under arms every moming”w
three o'clock, and working parties being afterwards employed

in strengthening the pust. i i

CAEEELAIL

BATTLE OF ALEXANDRIA.
e 2181, MARCH, 1801, e
Trr French army having been augmented by the arvival
of additional troops from the interior, General Menoun advanced |
early on the moming of the celebrated 21st. of March, and
. attacked the British position with great intrepidity. | The .
action commenced about an hour before daylight by a false | |/
attack on the British lef, consisting of the sth, 13th,, 18th.,
and 90th, regiments, which was under Major-Gieneral Cradoek’s
command, where they were soon repulsed. The most, vigor(‘ms‘ i
offorts of the enemy were directed against the right, which
‘they endeavoured to turn. The attack on that point was com-+
menced with great impetuosity by the French infantry, sus-
tained by a strong body of cavalry, who charged in “colﬁmn“.
. They were ieceived with equal ardour, and with the ntmost
| steadiness and discipline.  The contest was tnusunally obstinate ;
the enemy was twice repulsed, and his cavalry became re-
peatedly ‘mixad with the British infantry. At length they
mtired,i leaving. em immenss  number of killed and‘WOimded_
on the field. = In these attacks the 28th. and 42nd. regiments
goined great renown; the former had been ordered into the
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redoubt on the left of the ruins of the palace of the Ptole-
1nies,—the left wing of the 42nd. advanced under Major Stirling,
and took post on the open ground quitted by the 28th, and
_ the right wing of the regiment under Lieutenant-Colonel
Stewart, formed two hundred yards in the. rear of the left
wing. Tn an instant the ruins, redoubt, and left wing were
attacked by the enemy with great impetuosity ; but the steady
and well-directed fire of the British regiments forced their
assailants to rotire. ‘
1 Wil the front was thus engaged, a column of the famed
4 Invineible Legion” advanced, preceded by a six-pounder gun,
gilently along the interval between the left of the 42nd. and
 the right of the Foot Guards, from which the cavalry picket
had retired, and caleulating its distance correctly, although in
the dark, it wheeled to its left, and penetrated unobserved
‘between the wings of the 42nd. regiment drawn up in parallel
" Hines. The instant this column was seen, the mnght wing of
that regiment attacked its front with great gallantry, and
captured the gun,—the rear rank of the left wing faced about
attacked to its vear, and the French being thus placed be-
tween two fires, rushed towards the ruing of the ancient palace,
_receiving the fire of the 28th. as they passed the redoubt,
of the grenadiers and light infantry of the 40th. as they passed
the grouwnd occupied by these companies, and being pursued
in full career by the 42nd. Ag the French entered the ruins,
two companies of the b8th. wheeled back, and after firing a
few rounds of musketry, charged with the bayonet. Being
thus attacked in front and on the flauks, and pursued by the
Highlanders, who closed with hayonets on the rear, the fn-
vineible Legion” resisted until six hundred and fifty of their
 humber had fallen, when the survivors, about two hundred and
fifty in number, threw down their arms and surrendered, de-
livering up their standard to Major Stirling, of the 42nd., who
gave it in charge of a sergeant, with directions £0 remain close
to the gun which the regiment had taken from the ewciy.*

% When the standard was delivered up to Major Stirling, of the 42nd.,

he gave it in charge t0 a gergeant to vemain close f2 the gun which that

| corps had captured, but in a subsequent charge this non-commigsioned
ufficer wag ridden over by the French Dragoons, Was stunned in conses
quence, and when he rotuimed to consciousness the standard of tha ¢ In-




o _Thm column of the entamy be’smg thus dwposed of the 4gnd.

‘mstantly lslmed from among ' the ruins, and fm-med line i

. battalion on the flat, with their right supported by the redcmbt 5

. but at that moment the French infantry pressed foxfwa.rcl 80
rapidly, that Major-Gieneral Moore ordered the regiment

o oward before its formation was completed, when Sir Ralp
| ‘Ab@rcromby, who was en the spot, encoumﬂmg the troops,

called out “My brave Highlanders, remember your country,

 remember your forefathers !” and the regiment rushed forward =

with ‘heroic ardour, drove back the French, and pursued them

along the sandy plain.,  Major-General Moore, who had the i
advantage of a keen penetrating eye, saw through the increasing
clearness of the atmosphere, fresh columns of the enemy, with

three squadrons of cavalry, prepared to charge through the i

intervaly of the retreating infantry, and instantly calling to

the 49nd. to cease pursuing, directed them to' résume their

former ground to resist the charge of cavalry. This order ‘to

' fall back to the redoubt was repeated by Lieutenant-Colonel

Stirling, but it was only partially heard by the regiment, owing
to the noise from the firing ; the companies which heard it

fell back, and the others remained in advance. While in this

broken state, the regiment was charged by the French horse-
men, who dashed forward with great audacity, as to an assured
vigtory 3 but the gallant Highlanders stood firm, and their five
thinned the enemy’s ranks in the advance. All the companies
which were formed repulsed the dragoons with loss; the ‘ot‘ihér ‘
companies were broken, yet the Higlanders individually, or
cin small groups, maintained a fierce contest with the dragoons,
and a number of single combats took place, in which great
courage and activity were displayed. @ The French dmtgoom‘s
' which had penetrated the broken companies, or passed through
‘the intervals, turned to their left towards the ruing of the
old Roman palace, as the column of infantry had done early
in the morning, and were nearly annihilated by the ﬁre okl

the 28th, regiment.
. During thls fierce contest the British troops }nd expended

vineible Legum was gone. It was afterwards tecaptured from the French
by Private Anthony Lufz, of the Mmorca regiment in the British service,
+ wag sent to Hngland, and jplaced in the Royal Military Chapel, White-
hall, and subsequently in Chelgezn. }Ioaplta.l !
B

-
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their ammunition, and while a supply was being{aroéured‘frdm 0
the ordnance stores at a distance, their fire ceased; ‘that
of the enemy, however, was continued with great execution, and
put to a severe test the patient endurance of the troops, who
suffered severely. When a supply of ammunition arrived, the
enemy retreated, and the action terminated.

One stand of colours and two field-pieces were taken,

Sir Ralph Abercromby received a mortal wound at the com-
mencement of the action, but which he concealed until the
battle was decided. = This gallant general died on the 28th.
of March, and was buried at Malta. He was succeeded in the
commsnd of the army by Lieutenant-General (afterwards Lord)
Hutchinson,  In  that officer’s despateh, the conduct of the
reserve, under Major-Gleneral (afterwards Sir John) Moore
against whom the principal attack was directed, was highly
noticed 5 Major-Gieneral Moore and Brigadier-Gleneral Oakes,
both wounded mearly at the same time, were specially men-
tioned ; and the 28th. and 42nd. regiments® were reported as
having acted “in the most distinguished and brilliant manner.”

After this victory one division traversed the country to Ro-
setta, and captured the forts at that place; part of the army
then advanced up the River Nile, and forced the French
troops at the city of Cairo to surrender. Another portion
was engaged in the blockade of Alexandria. ‘

Meanwhile the force under Major-General Baird had sailed from
Bombay for the Red Sea. The original design was to proceed
to the port of Sues, but the monsoon had commenced before

* The Highland Society, ab London, in grateful acknowledgment, and
‘commemoration of the valour of their countrymen, on this day, presented
the 42nd. regiment with a piece of plate, value one hundred guiness, in-

. seribed with an appropriate motto and designs: A silyer medal was also
struck, in commemoration of the capture of Buonaparte's invineible sban-
dard ; one to be given to each private as well as officcr in the regiment,
or, if killed or dead, to their nearest surviving relations. The cool and
intrepid courage of Colonel Stewart’s foreign’ corps, and of the 28th, and

42nd, vegiments, on whowm the fury of the enemy principally fell,

it is agreed on all bands, was also, on this important day, particularly
distinguished.  In this battle, the 28th., now the 1st. Gloucestershire regis
ment, gained the privilege of wearing their badge on the back and front
of their helmets, The regiment while in line, was attacked in front by
infantry, and in the rear by cavalry, under coyer of the mist. There was
no timé to form in square, the rear rank went to the right about, and thus
back to back, the 28th, repulsed both attacks of the enemy.




i This was the first occasion that British troops had proce

ald to the forees which had arrlved in Egypt fmm B

by the overland route,* Which course was again adopted duri g
the Crimean Campaign, when two regiments of cavalry (10th.
and 12th. Dragoons) proceeded from India to Sebastopol. At

this early period the fourteen- days’ march through the deaezt

wad a more serious affaiv than in later times.

On landing, the country presented a' frightfully desolate

prospect, but the soldiers commenced their march with ala-

\erity, ulthough suffering from excessive heat and dysentery, |

oceasioned by bad water, The march was made during the

night. A short distance from Cosseir the troops entered %b“”‘f;u
ravine, which appeared to be the old bed of a river, almm‘“
which they travelled three days, when it terminated at

Moilah: thence the desert had generally a  hard gravelly

soil, wntil the troops arvived at Baromba, where the hmt
| habitable spot was met with after leaving Cosseir, not

single' hut being previously seen. There was an almost ir‘:{e—’p y
sistible inclination to sleep, and some soldiers strasgling from

the line of march that they might lie down, lost their lives:

About ten miles from Barowmba was Kenna, which was reauhed‘ Al

without further difficulty.

. Lieutenant-Cieneral the Honourable Siv J ohn Hely Huu,hmg S
son, KB, who had sncceeded to the command upon the
death of (eneral Sir Ralph Abercromby, advanced to Grand

Clairo, which cup1tulated on the 27th. of June, 1801.  (feneral
Menou, refusing to accept the capitulation of Cairo, was
closely hesieged in Alexandria. The operations against ‘the

enemy's works  commenced on the 17th. of August. | Major-

General Coote embarked with ~a strong body of troops
m ‘the mqht of the 16th, and 1fth of Au«rust and eﬁ'ectvd

* Ihe reg;mmts which' proceeded from Indm were the 10th,, 80Lh
| 86th., and 88th. regiments: u troop of the Sth. Light Dragoons and bk G

61sb. regiment embarked from the Chape of Good Hope, joined the army,

under Major-General Baivd, ab Cosseir, In July, 1801, and proceaded
through the desert to Kenna, on the lee, whcre the troops afterwarda
- embarked for Cairo. R i

N
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B landing to the westward of Alexandria, and immediately in- .
~ vested the strong castle of Marabout. e
| On the night between the 18th. and 19th., MajOr-GeﬁémL
. Coote opened batteries against the castle of Marabout.  This
' fort, situated on an island at the entrance to the old har-
bour of Alexandria, ecapitulated to the troops under Major-
Gleneral Byre Coote, on the 21st. of August, 180l No
loss was sustained. A brass gun was captured from. the enemy
by the first battalion of the 54th. regiment, swhich it retained
. umbil December, 1841 ; and on its being placed in the Teposi-
tory ostablished in the Royal Arsenal at Woolwich, the ‘corps
veceived the royal authority to bear the word « MARABOUT” on
the regimental colours and “appointments, in commemoration:
of the gallantry evinced by the battalion at the capture of
‘that fort. No other regiment bears this distinetion. :
. During the evening of the 97th, of August, General Menou
sont an aide-de-camp to requess an armistice for three days,
in order to afford time to prepare & capitulation, which after
some  diffculties and delays was signed on the 2nd. of Sep-
| tember. 1t i3 on record that after the terms of gurrender
were concluded, the French General received Brigadier-Genetal
Hope with the natural  politeness of his countrymen, and an
invitation was given to dinper, the repast consisting entirely
of horse-flesh.

This terminated the campaign in Egypt, and the achieve-
ments of the British army were prelude to future victories.
The troops received the thanks of both Houses of Parlia-

 ment, and all the regiments received the royal authority to
Pear on their colours the word * Baver,” with the Sphiny as
a lasting memorial of the glories acquired during this arduons
and important campaign, which had exalted the military famie
o (ireat Britain, by the expulsion of the “ivineible” legions
of Buonaparte from Egypt, whence he had expected to extend
his conquests through Asia,  The following were the regi-
ments employed in HEgypb in 1801 - : 0
. 8th. Light Dragoons, one Troop, Captain Hawking ; 11th.
Light Dragoons, one Troop, Captain A. Money; 12th. Tight
Dragoons, Colonel Mervyn Archdall ; 22nd. Tight Dragoons*

fnc Ly SR e e N SR e et e

* The 2and. Light Dragoons, 20th. (two battalions,) 24h., 25tH, and




VLmutmmnﬁ Oolonel Honoumble W11ha1n Lumley, 26&4. (afmr. o
. wards 23rd ) Light Dragoons, Licutenant-Clolonel Robem »Gmr W

‘don; Hompesch’s IHussars, (deta.chment) \IaJor Sir
Al Wilson; Coldstream Guards, 1st. Battalion, Lieutenant-
Arthur Brlce 3rd. Foot Guards, 1st. Battalion, Lleutemi
Colonel T. Hllbrrove Turner ; Roynbs 2nd. Battalion, Lmutena,nt
‘Clolonel Duncan Cmupbcll, ond. Queen’s Royal, Colonel bhe,
" Barl of Dalhousie; 8th. Foot, King's, Colonel Gordon Drum-
mond ; 10th. Foot, Lieutenant.Colonel Richard Quarrell ; 13th.
Foot, qul,enant Colonel Honourable' Charles Colville; 18th.,
Rowval ]11%11, Lisutenant-Colonel Henry T. Montresor ; 20th, i
Foot, 1st. and 2nd. Battalions, Lisutenant-Colonel George brmth e
28rd. Royal Welsh Fusiliers, Lieutenant-Colonel John Hall e
| 24th. Foot, Lieutenant-Ciolonel John R. Forster; 25th. Tooh i
Colonel William Dyott ; 26th. Foot., Colonel Lord Elphmstons, A
27th, Tuniskilling, 1st. and 2nd Battalions, Lieutenant-Colonel =~
Samuel Grabam ; 28th. Foot, Colonel Honourable Edward Péigeﬁ i
30th, Foot, Lientenant-Colonel Willinm Wilkinson ; 40th. Foot, i
(Flank Companies,) Colonel Brent Spencer 49nd. Royal ngh-‘ e
land  Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel William Dickson ; 5 Adth
Foot, Lieutenant-Colonel D'w1d Oollvw, 80th. Foot, Colomﬂ;;‘
Patrick Wauchope ; 64th. Foot, 1st. and 2nd. Battalions, Liew-
. tenant-Colonel John Thomas Layard ; 58th, Foot, Lieutenant-
Colonel William Houstoun ; 61st. Foot, Lieutenant-Colonel Francis
Carruthers ; 79th. Foot, Colonel Alan Cameron ; 80th. Koot
Lioutenant-Colonel John Montresor; 86th, Foot, Lieutenant- . |
Oolonel James P. Lloyd; 8sth. Foot, Colonel William Carr @
Beresford ; sath. Foot, Colonel 'Williara Stewart; 90th. Foot,
Colonel I owland Hill ; 92nd. Foot, Lieutenant-Colonel Chatles
Erskine; De Wuttevﬂles Regiment, Lieutenant-Colonel Fouis

de Watteville; The Queen’s German Regiment, Lieutenant-Col.
_onel Peter John James Dutens ; De Rolle’s Regiment, Lieuten-
ant-Colonel the Baron De Dur]el ;3 Dillon’s Regiment, Iieut-
tenant-Colonel the Baron Perponcher ; Royal Corsican Rangers,
Major Hudson Lowe; Ancient Trish Fencibles; 5 Chasseurs Bri-
tannigues, Colonel John Ramsey; and the Staff Corps, (de?
tachment.)

26th.  Regiments, the Ancient Trish l'enclblea, and the foreign corps of
})el W']*gs’)ef’ ille and Chasseurs Bllta.nmques, joined the Army in Egypt in
uly,
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by Napoleon on his brother Joseph, who Was proc lmme

i mimsn , wm Mmmr;s.,

THI‘ TURKISH MFDAL.

Tan Grand ’%ms;mm, with a view to perpetuate the ser
rendered to the Ottoman empire, established an order of kmght- |
hood, desisnated the Crescent, which was conferred o fhc
general officers, He also presented gold medals of three sizes
to the field officers, captains, and subalterns, which they were
suthorized by His Majesty to accept and wear. A palace was'
built at Constantinople for the future residence of the British

. ambassadors.  The medal from which the  engraving has been
made 1s the smaller one, given to captaing and subalterns, but

is the same in pattern as the larger size, conferred on the field- ' ‘
ofticers. Obverve, a Crescent and Star of eight points, sur-

L rounded by an/ ornamentql border ; Reverse, the Sultan’s cypher,

finder whwh is the year 1801 ; the border is the same on both

i ,zmie@ the nbbon 18 dark oranne, with a hook and chain.

BATTLE OF 'MAIDA.
{ mx i Uw, 1806,

_ A %mmmmm of Bntmh and Russian  vessels having, in Nd-
wmbm, 1805, landed' some troops at Naples, thhoufs any

. opposition from’ the . Naapohta,n court, shortly atter wmd» da= i
‘ .‘parted *On receiving intellizence of this tmmachon, the Bxerwh ‘
: ;.»‘lmperor issued a proclamatmn, that ““the Neapohtan dynasty

_ had ceased to reign” and his brother Joseph, assisted by

Mﬂ,rshal Massena, procecded” with an army to thab country.
The French  entersd Bfaples on' the 15th. of February, and
shortly obtained possession of the whole kingdom, excepting
(Jaeta. Meanwhile the Court had retived to Sicily. A clesree
‘was soon issued, ‘by‘whiéh“‘t‘ho crown of Naples was £o

on the s0th. of May ‘ ‘
A body of troops vas assembled by the French in (,a.lab‘rm,

and extensive preparations were made for the invasion of Sicily.

. Major-Gleneral Stuart, who then commanded the British troops.

in Sicily, formed the design of penetrating Calabrm, ‘md atmrk— :

ing the French dm»mn, under General Regnier : the remt Wwas| |
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dm‘mnce of three mﬂm from Brilos. The mﬁemen were then
attacked by a superior body of the enemy, who attempted to i
cut them off from the main body ‘of the detachment to which
they belonged. ' Large bodies of the’ encmy appeared en both
‘the flanks of the detachment, which had advanced in support
of the riflemen, and it was with difficulty that Major-General
. Spencoer was  enabled to effect] a ‘vetreat to Objdos;,‘ which
village it remained in possession wof. bl

Two days afterwards was fought the Battle of Roleia, or
Roliga. General Lahorde continued in his position at this place,
and Siv Arvthur Welleslay  determined to attack him in it on
the moming of the 17th. of August. Rolica is situated on an
eminence, having a plain in its front, at the end of a valley,
which commences at Caldas, and is closed to the southwards
by the mountains, which join the hills, forming a valley on the
left, looking towards Caldas. [In the centre of the valley, and
about eight miles from Roliga, is the fown and old Moorish!
fort of Obidos, from whence the enemy’s pickets had' been
driven on the 15th.,, and from that time he had posts in the ;
hills on both sides of the valley, as well ag in the plain in
front of hiz army, which was posted on the heights in front
of Rolica; its right resting upon the hills, its left upon an
eminence, on which was a windmill, and the whole covering
four or five passes into the mountains in his rear.

About seven o'clock in the morning the troops moved fwm
Obidos.  Brigadier-(teneral Fane’s riflemen were immediately
detached into the hilly on the left of the wvalley, to keep up
the communication hetween the centre and left columus, and
tio protect the march of the former along the valley ; the ene-
. my’s posts were successively driven in. Major-General Hill's
brigade moved on to attack the French left, and Brigadier-
Generals Nightingall and Craufurd advanced with the artillery
along the high road, until at length Nightingalls formed in the

- plain immediately in the enemy’s front, supported by the light
infantry companies, and the 45th. regiment of Brigadier-General
Craufurd’s brigade ; while the other two regiments of his bri-
gade, the 50th. and 91st., were kept as a reserve in the rear.

Mujor-General Rowland (afterwards Viscount) Hill and Bri-
gadier-General Nightingall advanced upon the enemy's position,
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J‘and at the' sams rnoment Br oadmr~GenemI Fa,nes mﬁemen‘f,

were in the hills on his right ; the Portuguese infa.ntry i

 village upon his left; and Major-Gleneral Ferguson’s column

was descending from  the heights into the plain. From this

situation the French vetired by the passes into the mountains
‘with the utmost regularity and celerity ; and notwithstanding
. the rapid advance of the British infuntry, the want of a suf-
ficient body of cavalry was the cause of their suffering but
Little loss in the plain. | It then became necessary to make a
disposition to attack the formidable pogition which had been
 taken up. Drigadier-General Fane’s riflemen were already in
the mountains on the enemy’s right, but no time was lost in
attacking the different passes, as well as in supporting the rifle-
| meny 80 as to ensure a complete v1ctory
The Portuguese infantry were ordered to move up a pass
on the right of the whole ; the light companies of Major General
‘Hill’s brigade, and the bsth. Fusiliers advanced up a pass next
on the right; and the 29th. regiment, supported by the 9th.
foot, under Brigadier-Gleneral Nightingall, a third pass; and
the 4sth. and 82nd. regiments, passes on the left. These
were all difficult of access, and some of them were well
defended, particularty that wassailed by the 9th. and 29th.
Koot ;  both regiments attacked with the greatest impetu-
osity, and reached the enemy before those whose assaults
were to be made on their flanks ; the defence was desperate,
and it was in this attack that the greatest loss was sustained,
Lieutenant-Colonel the Honourable George A. F. Lake being
~ killed at the head of his regiment, the 29th. Foot. !
(reneral Laborde was, however, driven from all the posi-
tions he had taken in the passes of the mountaing, and the
British troops were advanced in the plains on their tops. For
a, considerable length of time the 9th, and 29th, regiments
aloie were ‘advanced to this point, with Brigadier-General
Fanes riflemen at a distance on the left ; they were afterwards
supported by the 5th., and by the light companies of Ma_]or‘
General Hill's l\mga,de, which had arrived on their right, and
- by the other troops ordered to ascend the mountains, the 1a.ttel
. arviving by degrees. Here three most gallant attacks were made
upon' the 9th. and 29th. regiments, in all.of which the ehemy :




| support those who had first ascended. The French loss was

0

;‘S{a‘v;aéf'ré;‘mlsecl,-fl but he succeeded in effecting a retreat in good
order, owing principally to Sir Arthur's want of cavalry, and
to the difficulty of bringing up the passes of the 1nountain

‘ ‘with celerity a sufficient mumber of troops and of cannon,

captured. !

nevertheloss very groat, and three pieces of canmon | were i
Sir Arthur Wellesley, in his despaﬁch, observed “that althc)agﬁ'

we had such a superiority of numbers employed in the ope-!

rations of this day, the troops actually engaged in the heat
of the action were, from unavoidable circumstances, only the
oth., 9th,, 20th., the riflemen of the 60th., and 95th,, and the |
flank companies of Major-General Hill's brigade, being o
number by no means equal to that of the enemy s their
conduct, thevefore, deserves the highest commendation.”

Thus was the first victory in the Peninsula gained ; and it
afforded an omen of future successes, which was afterwards
. fully accomplished.  The 5th., 6th., 9th, 29th., 32nd., 36th,

38th,, 40th,, 45th., Goth,, 7ist, 82nd., 9lst, and Rifle Brigade, |

took part in this this battle. S
. Lieutenant-Gleneval Sir Arthur Wellesley did not pursue the
enemy by the high-roads, but keeping to the right, near the
Sea, marched to Vimiera, to cover the landing of a brigade
. commanded by Major-Gleneral Anstruther, which was effected
on the 20th, of August, The following morning was to 'be

given up to the troops in order to prepare and repose them.

sélves. ' Whilst | the men  were engaged in washing and
cleaning  their squipments, = the approach of the enemy,
was  discovered at  eight oclock in  the morning, and the
brigades commanded by Major-Gleneral Ferguson, Brigadier
- (enerals Nightingall, Acland, and Bowes, proceeded across a
valley from the heights on the west to those on. the eash of
Vimiera. : |
Marshal Junot, Duke of Abrantes, advanced to the attack
of the position, and commenced it on the British . centre,
where the 50th. Tegiment. was posted, moving along the front
- gradually to the left, until the whole line became engaged.
Notwithstanding the fire of the ritlemen, the enemy advanced
close to the 50th, and were checked and' driven back only
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by the bayouets of that regiment.  The second battalion of
the 43rd. was likewise closely engaged with them, dn the
road  leading into Vimiera, a part of that corps‘ having been
ordered into the churchyard to prevent them from penetrating
into the town. On the right of the position they were re-
pulsed by the  bayonets of the 97th. regiment, successfﬁl‘ly‘ ‘,
supported by, the second battalion of the 52nd., which, by
_an advance in column, took the enemy in fank, ‘ |
The attack tpon the heights on the road to Lourinha was
‘supported by a large body of cavalry, and was made with
the usual impetuosity of French troops. They were received
with steadiness by the brigade under Major-Cleneral Fp‘rgﬁson,‘
consisting of the 36th., 40th, and 7lst. regiments. These
¢orps charged a8 #oon as the enemy approached them, who
: gave way, and they continued to adyance fpon him, supported
by the 82nd., one of the corps of Brigadier-General Nightingall's
" Dbrigade, which, as the ground extended, afterwards formed a
part of the first line; by the 20th. regiment, and by Briga- |
disr-Generals Bowes and Acland’s brigades ; whilst Brigadier-
Gieneral Cranfurd’s brigade and the Portuguese troops, in two
lines, proceeded along the heights on the left. In the advanuce
of Major-General Ferguson’s hrigade, six pieces of cannon Were,
taken, with many prisoners, and vast dumbers  were killed
and wounded. i
An attempt was afterwards made by the French' to recover
a portion of their artillery, by attacking the Tist. and 82nd.
regiments, which were halted in a wvalley in which the guns
' had been captured. The attempt failed, and the enemy wWerc
. compelled again to retire with great loss.
 Siv Arthur Wellesley especially noticed the following corps !
—The Royal artillery, commanded by = Lieutenant-Colonel
Robe s the 20th. Dragoons, (since  disbanded,) commanded by
Tieuntenant-Colonel Taylor, who was killed ; the 50th. regiment,
commanded by Colonel Walker; the decond battalion of the
9sth. regiment, (rifles,) commanded by Major Travers; the
fifth battalion 60th. regiment, commanded by Major Davy;
the second hattalion 43vd., commanded by Major Hull; the
socond  battalion 52nd., commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel
Ross ; the 97th. regiment, commanded by Liettenant Colonel
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: :Lyonf,- the 36th., commanded by Colonel ““B-i;zrng;w the 40th,,
commanded by Colonel Kemmis; the 7ist, commanded by
 Lieutenant-Colonel (afterwards Sir Denis) Pack ; and the 8ond.
| regiment, commanded by Major Eyre. The British comm@ndéf;: ‘

always chary of praise, paid a special ftribute to the 36tl;f
| reziment, L ‘ S
. Thirteen pieces of cannon, twenty-three ammunition (waggons, L

. with powder, shells, stores of gll descriptions, and Aaventy 0

thousand rounds of musket ammunition, were captured. Glen-

eral Beniere was wounded and taken prisoner, together with S

several officers, The defeat was signal, .and . not more fhm;‘
half the British army  was actually engaged. ' The .Fre’nch“
casnalties amounted to nearly two thousand killed, wounded,
and taken prisoners, ‘

In this aetion, Gteorge Clark, one of the pipers of the Tlst.
Highland Light Infantry, was wounded ; and being u_ilable 10
accompany his corps in the advance against the enemy, put
his pipes in order, and struck up a favourite regimental air
to the intense delight of his comracdes.

. Both Houses of Parliament voted their thanks to the Biitish o
troops for this victory, and the word “ Vimtzra 7 was authorized

to be borne on the eolours and appointments of the following
regiments :-—-ond,, bth., 6th., 9th., 20th., 29th, 32nd., ‘36‘1211.,“
_ 38th,, 40th, 43rd, 45th, Zoth, bend., 60th, 7ist, 8ond,
91st., and Rifle Brigade. ' )
Lieutenant-Gleneral Sir Harry . Burrard  arvived during the
action, but did not assume the command : Lieutenant-General -
Sir Hew Dalrymple landed on the following day, and took
command of the army. The foree under Licutenant-Genersl
Sir John Moore was also embarked during the negociation which
subsequently took place, making the British forces to amount
to thirty-two thousand men. This treaty, which was styled
the « Convention of Cintra,” was signed on the 80th. of
August, and by its provisions the  French troops « evacuated
Portugal. | ‘ : ‘
All' the objects of the expedition  having been effected,
and the French forces embarked for France, the British army.
remained for some time at Lisbon ‘and its vicinity.  This
convention excited great dissatisfaction in England, and a
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Court of Enquiry was assembled to ‘iﬂvéstigate the circum-
stances attending it i M

Clorp MnparL #or RouBIA AND VIMIERA.

 AurHOUGH these battles were distinct actions only one medal
was conferred, but it was granted to those who were present ‘
at either of ‘them. 'On the obverse Britannia is represented
' cented on the globe; in her right hand extonded a wreath
Cof lauvel, and in her left a palm branch ; to her right the
| Buritish lion, and on the left a shield charged with the crosses
| of the union banmer. The reverse had a wreath of laurel,
' within which the name of the event was engraved, and the
. year, thus—Roleia and Vimiera, 1808. The name and rank
of the officer were engraved on the edge. Further particulars
vegarding these medals will be given with the description of
' that for Talavera, of which an illustration has been made,
and which is similar to that granted for the above and sub-
| gequent victories. :

| SIR JOHN MOORES CAMPATGN.

LipuTENANT-GENBRAL Sir Harry Burrard received His Majesty’s \
commands to place a large portion of the army in Portugal
‘under the ovders of Sir John Moore, to be employed on a
particular service, which was announced in a, general order
on the 8th. of October, 1808, and preparations were ac-
cordingly made for entering Spain. Upon ariving in that
. country the troops were directed to wear the white cockade, in
 addition  to their own, as a compliment to the Spanish
nation, and to use every means to  maintain the good
opinion entertained of them by that high-spirited people.

On the 27th. of October the division under the command
of Lieutenant-General the Honourable John Hope, afterwards
the Barl of Hopetoun, was put in motion, and after a short

_stay at Badajoz, resumed the march to Talavera de la Reyna,
' Trom this town the column proceeded to the Esourial, seven
. leagues to the north-west of  Madiid, where it wmrived and

A
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i ceweci of  the enamys movements, and  a mght march was

‘ ”made to the left. by Avila and Peneranda, and ﬁnw]ly do
" Alba de Tormes, where a junction was formed with a des
tachment from the army under Lleutenantw(}eneral Sir John
Moore.  The troops were shortly afterwards put in motmn
fowards Valladolid, and subsequently to the/ left, to offact @
~ junction with the «division under Lieutenant- General Sir David
~ Baird, which had landed at Corunna.

Previously to this period, the Spanish armies under Greneml
Blake, near Bilboa on the left, General (Clagtanos in the centre,
and Cleneral Palafox lower down the Ebro on the right, had
been completely defeated ; and Licutenant: ~(Yeneral Sir John
Moore | consequently made arrangements for a ‘retreat on
Portugal by Ciudad Rodrigo; but it having been xeplesented
to him that Madrid held out against the French, ‘he  was
induced to effect a junction with Lieutenant-Gieneral Sir David
Baird, in order to make a diversion in favour of Madrid, by |
attaéking Marshal Soult on the River Carion, I

RRTRROEE]

SAHAGUN, BENEVENTE, ETC,
DECEMBER, 1808, AND JANUARY, 1809,

Trr British commander ascertained that instead of a powerful
army covering his advance, not a Spanish soldier was in his
front, the enemy was ab hand, and those Spanish armies
with which be had been directed to co-operate, had been
vouted and dispersed 3 at the same time the winter had set
in with unusual severity, and the troops were almost constantly
marching through snow. Napoleon had three hundred thousand
men in  Spain, and to confront this host of veterans, Sir
John Moore had not twenty-five thousand British troops; yeb
he boldly advanced and menaced the enemy’s lines,

Three leagues from the quarters of the Hussar brigade,
consisting of the 7th,, 10th., and 15th. Hussars, about eight
hundred French dragoons were in cantonments at Sahagun,
under Brigadier-General Debelle,  About two o’elock on the

G
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 morning of the 215t December, the 15th, ‘Wlth‘ Gaptam‘

Thornhill and twelve soldiers of the 7th. Hussars, and qutenantn "
(General Liord Paget (afterwards Marquls of Ahgelsey) at their

head, moved along the left bank of the Cea, in order to .

 intercept the refreat | of the Flench dragoons from Sahagun.
The 10th. marched straight to the town, while Lieutenant-(leneral
Lord Paget, with the 15th., endeavoured to turn it, The
British hugsars arrived in the vicinity of Sahagun before

daylizht: but a French patrol had given the alarm, and his

" lordsghip found the enemy formed within the town. The
march had been performed with difficulty, the weather heing

i extremely cold, and from deep snow on the ground, the road
was 80 covered with ice in many places, that the men had

to dismount and lead their horses. = Between five and six
o'clock the advance guard of the 1b6th. fell in with a French
patroly and took five prisoners, but in consequence of  the
extreme  darkness the rest escaped, and galloping off to
 Bahagun, gave the alarm, thus preventing the swrprise of
the enemy. Upon approaching that place shortly before

" daylight, the French dragoons were discovered formed up ‘
beyond a rugged hollow-way, which was unfavourable for =

cavalry, and as the 15th. came near the enemy withdrew
towards a bridge on their left. In numbers the French were
about two to one, but his lordship instantly charged, over.
threw them, and captured nearly one hundred and fifty
prisoners, mc]uduw two lisutenant-colonels, and  eleven othor

. officers.

. Lord  Paget, and Lmutenant Colonel Grant, of the 15th i
sach received a medal.  The conduct of the hussars was

‘commended by the British CGeneral, and the regiment was =

. permitted to bear on its appointments the word SAHAGUN.
The 'attack by Lord Paget on a wvastly superior force, so
far as numbers were concerned, at Sahagun, in which the
enemy were cut to pieces, occasioned Sir John Moore to igsue.
the following order :— ‘ j
: “ Head Quarters, baha{mn
“The different attacks made by parties of cavalry upon
_those of ‘the enemy, on the march, have given them an op-
yommmby to/display ‘& spivit, and to assume a fone of supemorxtyu
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‘whmh does thom credit, and which the Comma,nder uf t,he« ‘

. Forees hopes will be supported on wore important occasmns !
“The attacks conducted by Brigadier-General Stewart, with
the ‘18th. Hussars, when upon the Douro, and that by |

Lieutenant-Gleneral Lord Paget upon the enemy’s cavalry at‘.. Ho
. this place, are honourable to the British cavalvy, i
“The Commander of the Forces begs that the Lxeutenant-
Gieneral and Brigadier-Gteneral will accept his thanks for their
services, and that they will convey thew to Brigadier-Gleneral
Slade, and the officers, non-commissioned officers, and men of
the cavalry under their command, for their conduct in the
' different affairs that have taken place.” : :

An order like this naturally made the infantry very desirous
to emulate the cavalry, and the opportunity was shortly
afterwards afforded.  Arrangements had been made for attacking
‘the enemy, but the approach of Napoleon, with an over:
whelming  force, rendered a retrograde movement necesaz_mi-y‘;
and | while the cavalry pickets were skirmishing with the
French, the bageage, and several brigades of infantry with-
‘drew.  Christmas, with all #s social customs was thus dawn-
ing, when the troops commenced their retreat. A heavy and
continued fall of snow hid the ruts in the roads, caused by
the passage of the guns.  Officers lost their boots in these
ruts, ‘and were compelled to walk barefooted. Two days
rest after the reserve had crossed the Esla, enabled measures
to be taken to repair the sufferings from the bad roads, a
gupply  of soles and heels having been furnished to each
regiment ; the officers and men had also the welcome issue of
" new blmket%, and one hundred and fifty pairs of shoes were
supplied to each regiment. ‘

On the 24th. of December the hussars fell back to - Cals
on the 25th. they arrived at Sahaoun, and on quitting thit
place on the 206th, a considerable force of the enemyls cavalry
was seen on some high ground at Majorga. Lord Paget di-
rected Colonel Leigh, of the 10th. Hussars, to dislodge them
with two squadrons of his regiment, and the colonel instantly
led one squadron forward, the other following in support. i
riving on the top of the hill, he paused a short time for the
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. horses to recover their wind after the ascent, and was exposed
4o @ heavy, but mot destructive, fire he vafﬁer&\‘rards gave the
Cword “ (thavge,” and in five minutes the French were over:
thrown, many were killed, others wounded, and about a
hundred taken prisoners. On this, and on all other oceasions,
the superiority of the  British  cavalry = over the Trench
< horsemen, was proved to an extent beyond anything that had
been anticipated. The British bussars set superior numbers
st defiance, and their temerity was uot, in any instance,
punished by repulse or defoat. ‘ ' !
(lontinuing the retreat, the cavalry arrived at Benevente
on the o7th. of December j they had scarcely entered the
town, when an alarm of the approach of & body of French
troops was given, and the hussars turned out, but the enemy
retived,  The infantry continued their retroat on the following
morning, but the cavalry comained in the town, with parhies
watching the fords on the Hsla. :
Six hundred cayalry of the French imperial guard, com-
manded by General Lefebre Desnouettes, forded the river near
(the bridge, and, drove back the videttes, when the British
‘pickets, commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Otway, (afterwards
. Tieutenant-Cleneral Sir Loftus William Otway,) major of the
18th, Hussars advanced, and repeatedly charging the enemy’s
leading squadrons, kept the whole in check until Lieutenants.
Gleneral TLord Paget and Brigadier-Gleneral the Honourable
(harles  Stewarh (afterwards  the Marguis | of Londonderry)
Larrived, A detatchment of the 10th. Flussars, under Major
Quentin, was engaged on  this ooeasion, and evinced signal
gallantry.  Lord Paget  hastened  to bring up the regiment
from the town: Brigadier-General Stewart placed himself  at
the head of the pickets, and the ground was obstinately
.~ disputed, wany charges being made by both sides, the French
veterans fighting in a manner worthy of their high rept-
fation.  The pickets  were ordered to  fall back gradually,
and  the | squadrons were repeatedly mingled. Brigadier-
Greneral Stewart evinced great personal bravery, and while
éngaged with a French officer, his sword fell, when Lieu.
tenant-Colonel Otway gave the general his own sword, and
recovened the other from the ground. While the fight was
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the pdge
‘ , they
ggal]oped forward The plckets, perceiving the mth
| vancing | to, - support them, gave a loud cheer, and dashe
~at epeed upon their numerous opponents. In an instant. t}l
French were broken and driven in great disorder towards the
river, ‘which they repassed with precipitation, leaving behind
them about thirty men killed, twenty-five wounded, and
seventy prisoners. General Lefebre Desnouttes was pursued :
by the hussars, and refusing to stop when' overtaken, he was
out across the head, and made prisoner by Private Le‘nﬂ
Girisdall. s
On the 30ths of Derember the troops came up with the' b
wretched rvemains of the army under the Marquis da el
Romana ; instead of these being of any assistance they im= ‘
peded the march of the British, and exhausted the few re~ﬂ‘ i
sources left, the houses being filled by them. ‘ i
| The retreat presented mamy harrowing features.  An eye.
witness, ‘ Tieutenant-Colonel' Charles Cadell, of the 8th., which
regimgnt formed part of the reserve, the post of honour in"“_
a tetreat, states,—“On the arrival of the cavalyy at Can-
beras, about midnight, the reserve immediately moved on, and
arrived next morning, lst. January, 1809, at Bembibre, just
as the other division was wdarching off to Villa Fra;mm'
The scene of drunkenness that here presented itself was
truly shameful. The stragglers from the preceding division
80 crowded every house, that there was hardly a place
to be had for the wearied reserve. Crowds of half-naked
and unfortunate peasants of Romana's army, added to the
confusion.  On the 2nd, when Sir John Moore left Bem-
 bibre, with the reserve and the cavalry, for . Villa Hranea,i (¢
Colonel Rosy was left with that excellent regiment, the 20th., i
and a detachment of hussars, to cover the town, whils officers
were employed in endeavouring to collect the stragglers. A
fow were got away, but many were so tired and lame from
sore feet, that they did not care if the French sabres and
bayonets were at their breasts, so completely did most of
them give themselves up to despair. The rear-guard was at
‘ength forced to retive and leave those unfortunate people to ‘

‘ﬁakino place on the plam, the hu&sam fonned a
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‘ thexr fate. Some of these poor feHOWs, who. had. thonght‘
" better of it, and were endeavouring to overtake their country-
men, were unmercifully sabred by the French cavalry, ma.ny“
of them in a defencless state.” i
In the sawme gallant veteran’s  Narrative of the Campaigns

of the 28th. Regiment,” this striking incident occurs i— The
following oceurrence had more effect in establishing the good |
conduet of the reserve than anything that bhad yet been done,
We were formed into elose column on  the Bembibie side of
the river, when our gallant chief, Gleneral Paget, in an ex-
cellent address, called the attention of the soldiers to the
dreadful and disgraceful scene of yesterday, and the merciless
eonduet of the enemy's cavalry lad® shewn to many of the
. stragglers,  He told the men that they had become the
. vear-cuard of the army, and upon their sober, steady, and
good conduct the safety of the whole depended. Jush as the
genieral had finished his admirable and soldier-like address,
and after all the orders had been given, and the necessary
examples that had been made, two men of the reserve were
. found in the very act of shamefully plundering a house in
/'the wvillage, and ill-treating the inhabitants. The report way
‘ made, and the reserve was instantly formed in square ; the
culprits were brought out, the general being determined that
an example should be made. They were ordered to be hanged
upon a tree close to the village. Everything being prepared,
the awful sentence was about to be carried into execution ;
' the unfortunate men were in the act of being lifted up to
the fatal branch, when a officer of the hussars rode into
 the square, and reported that the enemy were at that moment
advancing, The general said he did not care if the whole
French cavalry were coming up, that he would hang those
men, who had been guilty of so shameful an outrage. At
that instant a few distant shots were heard, and a second
officer arrived at full speed with another report. The general
then stopped the execution, and turning round to the reserve,
gaid, “Soldiers ! if yow promise to behave well for the future, '
I will forgive those men ; say yes,in an instant’ ¢Yes! was
said by every one. q,ay it again,’ said the gemeral. ‘Yes,
yes, was again exclaimed by all.  ‘Say it a tlnrd tlme,'
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“Yes, yes, yos? and a cheer followed.* The men were for-
_given, the square was reduced, and the Bb2nd. regiment,
under Colonel Barclay, went through the village in doub
quick time, and in the most beautifal manner took possession
oif the vineyards on the opposite side of the river, whil
the remainder of the reserve crossed the bridge nnder cover
of the 96th., and formed on the hill behind the 52nd. By
this time the enemy were close upon s, and attacked the

95th. in great force, the cavalry joining in the onset. They
| were terribly galled by the rifles as they advanced through the
village. ' The 95th. then retired up the road to the right
and left, the French being ab the same time exposed 6o 'a
murderous fire from the 52nd, in the vineyards, which com- |
pletely checked them, The 52nd. then retired up the road,
when the enemy were again most gallantly repulsed. B
French in . this affair lost the general officer commanding  the
‘advanced guard, and many men, A column of them was also
geverely handled by Captain Carthew’s guns, and stopped
descending the hill on the other side of the river. = This =
kept them quiet until the afternoon of the 5th, of Januarys
Our gallant commander-in-chief was present during this affair,
and wherever there was a shot fired was he always to be
found. This was the first time the infautry had met the i
enemy.” ' i i
Marghal  Soult, unwilling to attack, followed the sorely-
pressed army with unwonted caution. ' Otue night and two
days brought the army from Villa Franca to Lugo. All the
attacks of the advanced guard of the French wpon the rear
were repulsed. Notwithstanding this, however, the refreating
troops 'beeame more and more harassed.  When the two
bullock cars, containing treasure to. the amount of twenty-

" The same incident is related in the ¢ Record of the sond. Light
Infantry,” edited by Captain Moorsom, late captain, of that regiment,
by which it appears there were three men, one a straggler from the
artillery, another from the guards, and the third a man named Lewis, of
the 5omd. Lewis generally contrived to have an attack of rheumatisoy
soon. atter getting into action, and thus got out of sight of his officers,
for the purpose of filling his havresack, = Although a sad plunderer, he
wes a gallant soldier, and was afterwards killed at Oxthes, by the side
of the late Duke of Richmond,
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five thousand pounds, became immovable, the money had to be
thrown over the precipice. Tieutenant-Colonel Charles Cadell
thus narrates the circumstance :—On the morning of the sth.
(January, 1809,) the reserve left Nogales. We were detained
at a bridge a little way on the road, covering the engineers, :
who were endeavouring to destroy it but they did not
succeed, The 28th. regiment was now the rear-guard of the
reserve, and the flank companies, with a ‘company of the
9bth., formed the rear-guard of the regiment. The whole
distance was @ continued skirmish. ~About noon we came
up with two cars laden with dollars ; but the bullocks that
drew them being completely exhausted, it was impossible to
. save the treasure. Under these circumstances Sir John

Moore decided that the whole should be thrown down the
mountain, most judiciously considering, that if the casks were
broken, the men would make a rush for the money, which
would have caused great confusion, and might have cost the
lives of many. The rear-guard, therefore was halted 5 Licu~
venant DBennet, of the light company, 928th. regiment, was
placed over the money, with strict orders from Bir John
Aoore to shoot the first person who attempted to touch it.*
Tt was then rolled over the precipice ; the casks were soon
broken by the rugged rocks, and the dollars falling “out,
volled over the height—a sparkling cascade of silyer. The
Trench advanced guard coming up shortly after to the gpot,
were detained for a time picking mp the few dollars  that
had been scattered on the road.”

% «The year rogiments of the reserve only were pregent when the
nioney was cast away, and cevtainly not a man of those left their ranks
in thé hope of obtaining a portion. This discipline, however, did not
extend to the *followers,” who, as soon &8 they arrived ‘at the spot
where the dollars were rolling over the mountain side, at once began
a scramble, in which the wife of the regimental master-tailor, Malony,
(who was & merry one, and often beguiled a weary march to the men

bk hertales,) was o successful that hier fortune was apparently made,
syhe poor woman went thirough all the subsequent perils’ and hardships
of the retreat, but on stepping from the boat to the/ship’s side on ems
barking at Corunna, her foot slipped, and down she went, like a ghot,
and owing to the weight of dollars secured about ‘her person she neyer
rose again.’— Historical Record of the 62nd. Light Infantry,
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BATTLE OF CORUNNA.

161, JANUARY, 41809.‘

IR Jo;w Moore concentrated his army near Lugo, where
he determined to give battle. = About twelve o'clock in the
morning of the 6th. of January, the French appeared on the
opposite heights, The Britisly  soldiers, full of the national
spirit, desired nothing better than to confront them. The
troops  were immediately under arms, but each looked at the
other until evening set In, and it became evident that the
day of battle was to be postponed. On the following mormng
the enemy at daybreak opened a cannonade, which was .
forthwith returned, and in the space of a few minutes the
French fire was silenced.  'Towards sunset a Krench column
commenced the ascent of the rising ground, and was met by
a wing of the 76th.; this regiment gradually retired until 0
Joined by the 61st. In the latter Sir John Moore had served

as an ensign, and he addressed them briefly, reminding them
of that circumstance, and expressing his reliance on' theiri

- gallantry, The speech, short as it was, produced its effects !

and after a few discharges of musketry, they rushed onward

‘with the bayonet, when the enemy was beaten back, leaving

" on the ground several killed and wounded.

At dark, when large fires illumined the heights, the Bn’msh
- re-commenced their retreat, undiscovered by the French wntil
\ daylight. But little was seen of the enemy untit the -army
arrived at Cornnna, where the leading brigades marched in
during the afternoon of .the 11th. of January, the adjacent
villages and suburbs being occupied by the tr oops.  The trylng‘
retreat was completed ; but there was a disappointment to be
oxperienced.  No transports were there to receive the troops.
In the evening the foe c¢ame up, and oceupied a position

on the other side of the river Mero. The battle~ground was

‘not marked out until the 12th of January, and this was the
range of hills round the village of Elvine, about a mile from
Corunna, on which Sir John Moore resolved to place his army.
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. Before the arrangements were completed, the French were
observed moving along the opposite bank of the river, Nothing
oceurred until the 14th., when a fire of artillery was kept
up for a short time, A terrible explosion occurred on that
day; a magazine of four thousand barrels of gunpowder,
which had been sent from Xngland for the use of the
Spaniards, being destroyed, to prevent its falling into the
‘hands of the French.  This caused quite a panic in both
armies, and, although occurring' three or four miles from
Corunna, many of the windows in the town were broken.
Fine weather enabled the soldiers to dry their clothes,
and to make themselves comparatively comfortable ; and during
the afternoon of the 14th. the whole fleet of transports,
convoyed by numerous ships of war, appeared in sight. Bome
slight skirmishing occurred to the right on the 15th. During
thie afternoon and night of the 15th. the sick, wounded, women,
and children were embarked, and on the following day the
greater proportion of the artillery was placed on board, the
ground not being adapted for that arm. = Before going on
boaid the cavalry had to destroy the remainder of their horses,
and the sight was naturally most painful. = All animals were
left on the beach at Corunna;* but the wife of @ Sergeant
Monday, the orderly-room clerk of the 28th regiment, is
stated to bave carried a ' lap-dog in a basket over her arm
throughout the retreat, and brought it to England with her.
About one o'clock in the afternoon of the 16th. of January,
the enemy, who had early that day received reinforcements,
and who had placed some guns in front of the right and left
of his line, was observed to be moving his troops towards his
left flank, and forming wvarious columns of attack at' that
extremity of the strong and commanding position which on the
morning of the 15th. he had taken in the immediate front
of the British. This indication of hig intention was immediately
succeeded by a rapid and determined attack upon Lieutenant-

¥ £ Onr baggage animals were all left on the beach. Major Browne
was fortunate enongh to get a pig in exchange for a horse, The Major
was rather unlucky with his pork; for in the hurry of embarkation, '

pigey was taken on board one ship, and the Major on board another.” |
~= Lieutenant- Co}qnel Cadell's Narrative.




BLTTLE OF QORUI\N:}

: Genera.l Su David Baxrd’s dwmon, which ocoupled;;the mghtr |
of the position. The first effort of the enemy was met by

the ' 49nd. regiment, and the brigade under Ma30r~(}enepa1‘g(,‘”,,“1

Lord William Bentinck. The village on the right then: be-
came an object of obstinate. contest. = Lieutenant- (xeneml Bir
. David Baird was severely wounded, and shortly after Sir John“
Moore fell by a cannon-shot. The troops though not unac- :
quainted with the irrepavable logs they had sustained, were
not dismayed, and by the most determived bravery, not only
repelled gyery attempt of the enemy to gain ground, but
‘actually forced him to retire, although fresh troops had beon
brought up in support of those originally engaged,

Finding himself foiled in every attempt to force the nght,
of the position, the enemy endeavoured by numbers to tum
it A judicious and well-timed movement, wlich was made |

by Major-General the Honourable Edward Paget with the

reserve, that corps having moved out of ity cantonments to
support the right of the army, by a vigorous attack defeated
this intention. The Major-Gieneral, having pushed forward
| the 05th., (rifle corps,) and the first battalion' of the Sondy
regiment, drove the foe before him, and in his rapid and.
. judicious advance threatened the left of the enemy’s position.
This circumstance, with the position of Lieutenant-Gieneral
Fraser’s division, which was calculated to give still further
security to the right of the line, induced the enemy to relax
. his efforts in that quarter. They were then, however, tore
fﬂrcxbly divected towards the centre, where they  were again
successfully resisted by the brigade  under Ma_]or-(xeneml
Manningham, forming the left of Sir David Baird’s division,
and a part of that under Major-Gieneral Leith. i
Upon the left the enemy at first contented himself wzth‘
an attack upon the pickets, which in general maintained
their ground. Seeing, therefore, his efforts unavailing on
the right and centre, he appeared determined to render the
attack upon the left more serious, and succeeded in ob-
taining possession of the  village through ‘_which the great
road to Madrid passes, and which was situated in front of
 that part of the lne. From this post he was soon expelled,
with considerable loss, by a gallant attack of some companies
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of the second battalion of the 14th., regiment, under Lien*
tenant-Colonel Nicolls. Before five in the evening, not only
had every attack upon the  British position been suceessfully
repelled, but ground had been gained in all points, a more
forward line being occupied than at the commencement of the
action, Fventually the enemy confined his operations to a
| cannonade, and the fire of his light troops, with a view %0
draw off his other corpsi At six o'clock the firing entirely
ceased. The different brigades were re-assembled on the ground
they occupied in the morning, and the pickets and advanced
. posts resumed their original stations,

The corps chiefly engaged were the brigaces under Major-
Glenerals Lord William Bentinck, Manningham, and Leith.
and the brigade of guards under Major-General Warde.
Major-CGeneral Hill, and Brigadier-Gieneral Catlin  Crauford,
“with their brigades on the left of the position, ably supporbed
their advanced posts. The brunt of the action fell upon the
4th., 42nd, 50th., and 8ist. regiments, with parts of the
brigades of guards, and the 98th. regiment.

About ten at night the troops quitted their position,  and
marched to their respective points of embarkation in the town
and  neighbourhood of Corunma. The pickets remained af
their posts until five in the morning of the 17th., when they
were withdrawn unperceived by the French. The embarkation
proceceed rapidly, and, with the exception of the brigades
~ under Major-Glenerals Hill and Beresford, which were des-
¢ined to remain on shove until the movements of the enemy
should become manifest, the whole were afloat before daylight.
The brigade of Major-General Beresford, which was alternately
to form the rear-guard, occupied the land front of the town of
Corunna, whilst that of Major-General Hill was stationed in
reserve on the promontory behind the town. ‘

Soon after eight o'clock in the morning of the 17th. of
January, the French light troops moved  towards the town,
and almost immediately occupied the heights of St. Lucia,
which c¢ommand the harbour. Notwithstanding thig  cir-
cumstance, and the manifold defects of the place, there being
no apprehension that the rear-guard could be forced, and the
disposition of the Spaniards appearing to be good, the em-
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‘ ‘ba,rka,bmn of MaJor—Genmal Hill's bn ade was commenced a.nd‘ ey
"completed by three in the afternoon. ‘Major-General Berosfard i
withdrew his corps from the land front of the town soon
'\ after dark, which, with all the wounded that had not hee
previously moved were embarked before one on the mormng_
of the 18th. e

Sir William Napier has thus dbSbI‘lbed the British general’ . |
death :—

“Sir John Moore, whilst ear nestly watching the result of the
fight about the village of Elvino, was struck on the left breast.
by a cannon-shot. The shock fhrew him from his horse with
violence, but he rose again in a sitting posture, his counte-
nance unchanged, and his stedfast eye still fixed wpon the
regiments engaged in hig front, no sign betraying a sensation

‘of pain. In a few moments, when he was satisfied that i
the troops were gaining ground, his countenance brightened,

and he suffered himself to be taken to the rear. Being @

" placed in a blanket for removal, an entanglement of the belt

caused the hilt of his  sword to enter the wound, and
Captain = Hardinge attempted to. take it away altogether,
but with martial pride the stricken man forbade the alles
viation,~lie would not part with his sword* in the field.”

Wrapped in a military cloak the warrior's remaing were
consigned  to their resting-place, by the officers of hiy staif, |
in the citadel of Corunna. The gung of the enemy paid his
funeral honours, and Marshal Soult evinced the respect he
bore to departed valour, by chivalrously raising a monument,
to his memory. It may be added that the soldiers of the 9th.
Foot dug his grave on the rampart, and the well-known lines
by the Rew. Charles Wolfe are as truthful as they are poetic.
The several regiments, and their commanding officers, coniposing
the arty under Lisutenant-Gteneral Sir John Moore ab Corunna,.
were as follows i=—

7th. Light Dmgoons, Lieutenant-Colonel Vivian ; 10th. L]g,ht
Dragoons, Lieutenant-Colonel Leigh ; 15th. Light Dragoons,
Lieutenant-Colonel  Grant ; 18th, Light Dmgoons, Lieutenant~

% This sword is now in the possessmn of the Officers’ Mess of the
43vd, Regiment (Oxford Light Infantry). It was pregented. to the
regiment by General T Jyne('foch Grardiner,
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(Clolonel Jones ; 3rd. Light Dragoons, (King’s Gérman L"egidﬁ‘,)" /
Major Burgwesel; Artillery, Colonel Harding; Engineers,
' Major Fletcher ; Waggon Train Detachment, Lisutenant-Colonel
Tangley ; 1st. Foot Guards, first ‘battalion, Lientenant-Colonel
Cocks, third battalion, Lisutenant-Colonel Wheatley; 1st. Foot,
third battalion, Major Muller; 2nd.,* first battalion, Tieutenant-
' Colonel Tremonger; 4th,, first battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel
Wynch ;  bth., first battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Mackenzie ;
6th., first battalion, Major Clordon ; 9th., first battalion, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Cameron ; 14th., second battalion, Lieutenant-
Qolonel Nicolls ; 20th., Lieutenant=Colonel Ross ; 23rd., second
battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Wyatt; 26th, first battalion,
Tieutenant-Colonel Maxwell ; 28th, first battalion, Lieutenant:
Colonel Belson; 82nd., first  battalion, ILientenant-Colonel
| Hinde ; 36th., first battalion, Tieutenant-Colonel Burn ; 38th,, |
first battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel the Honourable Charles
‘Greville; 42nd., first battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel = Stirling ;
43rd., first battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Gifford, second bat-
Ctalion, Lieutenant-Clolonel Hull ; 50th, fiest battalion, Major
Charles James Napierst 5lst, Lieutenant-Colonel Darling ;
s5ond., first’ battalion, Tieutenant-Colonel  Barclay, second
battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel John Ross ; 59th,, second battalion,
Taeutenant-Oolonel Fane ; 60th, second battalion, Lieutenant-
Colonel Codd, fifth battalion, Major Davy : 71st., first battalion,
Lisutenant-Colonel Denis Pack ; 76th., first battalion, Lieu-
tenant-Clolonel Symes ; 79th, first battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel

* The following remarkable ecircumstance occurred in the 2nd,
Toob 1 Samuel Bvans, a private in the Grenadier Company of the
9nd, Foot, was carried off amongst the woundad at Corunna.  He
arvived in England, and died in the military hospital at Plymouth, on
the 30th. of January, 1809. On a pust mortem examination heing made,
it was discoversd that he had been shot through the heart, and yet had
survived sixteen days.”—Curiosities of War. ‘

+ Major (afterwards Sir Oharles) Napier received five terrible wounds
ab Corvmna, and but for the aid of a generous French drummer, would
there have been killad s he was made a prisoner, and his fate being long
nnknown, he was mourned for as dead by his family. . In the battle of
Busaco, a bullet struck his face, and lodged behind the ear, splintering

| the articulation of the jawbone : yet with this dreadful hurt, he made
his way, under a fierce sun, to Lisbon, more than one hundred miles !
Retwning from France, after the battle of Waterloo, the ship sunk off
Flushing, and hie only saved himself by swimming to a pile, on which
o clung until a boat carried hinm off, halt drowned, for the pile was 0o




] \second batmhon, Lleutenant Oolonel Wade, Staﬁ' Corpa
‘ tachment Lisutenant-Colonel Nicolay ; first light baﬁﬁahcm
. King’s (terman Legion, Lieutenant-Colonel Leonhart, ,second

'batta,lmn, Lieutenant-Colonel Hdlkett *

. BATTLE OF TALAVERA DE LA REYNA.
‘ 977, AND 981, Jury, 1800,

L WHE‘T the British Forces had returnsd to Enghnd (Z‘orunna,
i “Bﬂboa, and all the most important places on the northern
. coast of Spain, fell under the French sway. Smagossa. was,
besieged a second time, and after a defence unequalled perhaps‘
L in modern military history, was compelled to uapxmlate.‘
‘;,Marshal Soult quitted Gallicia, enfered Portugal, and ‘obtained
. an entrance into Oporto. . In April, Licutentant- Gleneral Sir
W Arthy Wellesley, with another British army, dmembarkad a'
| Lisbon, and advanced on Oporto.
Although no medal wag granted for the passage of th
- Douro, on the 12th. of May, 1809, the exploit was a highly
o brilliant one. The British commander was desirous of passmg_ o
the river to drive the French from Oporto; but the stream e
~ was deep, rapid, and more than three hundred yards in width, o
and ten thousand French veterans guarded the Opposite ahere.

lnrge to climbup; he had caught it during the recession of o wave, andi

was overwhelmed by each recurring surge, e escaped Cholera, Emd
seoond shipwreck off the Tndus, and marvellously recovering from the
stroke of a rocket at Kurrachee, was again firm on horseback, and coti-
. ducted a dangerous war to a glorious  termination.  On the 13tk of
Tk i ecember 1842 whilst in Scinde, he was obgerving the practice of o
TG rocket-train, when one of the he:ry missiles burst; rocket and shell
. together, and ‘tore the calf of his right leg open to the bone; but
neither the bone itself nor the great artery were injured, and the. wound

was instantly rmtched Iis decmse did not ‘oceur until some yeirs
afterwards,

* The last survivor of thn vmtory of (Jomnna, Thomaa Palmm,
of the 32nd. Iwglment died Aprll 20th, 1889,
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The passage was however effected in the following manner.
A Portuguese barber had crossed the river in a skiff, and &
British staff officer (Colonel Waters) aided by the barber and
the prior of Amarante, traversed the stream and returned in
 half an hour with three large barges. Between ten and
eloven oclock an officer and  twenty-five soldiers of the 38rd.
Foot entered the first boat, crossed the stream unobserved,
and took post in a large unfinished building on the bapks of
the river, designated the seminary, which was surrounded by
a wall extending to the water on cach side of it. In this
manner a lodgment was made in the midst of the enemy’s
~ army without being noticed: A second and a third boat
‘foll‘owed, but scarcely had the men from the latter reached
the shove, when a sudden burst of alarm  was heard amidst
the French troops, and a furious attack was made by their
cavalry, infantry, and artillery, upon the seminary. 'The 38rd.
| Foot stood their ground bravely, and singly resisted the
French legions until supported by the 48th. and 66th. British
and . 16th. Portuguese ' regiments, Meanwhile Lieutenants
Gteneral the Honourable FEdward Paget had fallen dangerously
wounded, and Major-Gleneral Hill commanded in the seminary.
A fierce conflict of musketry was maintained, the Krench
artillery played on the building, the British guns on the other
side of the river opened their fire, and the struggle soon
became violent. =~ Meanwhile some citizens crossed the river
'with several large boats, additional forces were enabled to
pass over, and ultimately the French were driven from Oporto
| with the loss of five hundred men killed and wounded, in
addition to about seven hundred left in. the hospitals,

The British commander subsequently pursued Marshal Soult’s
army through the wild and mountainous districts of Portugal,
but, in consequence of Marshal Victor having defeated Cleneral
Cesta, wag compelled to resist from following Marshal Soult ;

and having formed a junction with the Spanish general, the

combined forces proceeded along the valley of the Tagus, and
‘took up a strong position ab Talavera. The enemy, in the
course of the 24th., 25th,, and 26th,, collected all his forces
between Torrijos and Toledo, leaving but a small corps of
4wo thousand men in that place. The united army consisted
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et e vcor‘pq of Marshal Victor, of that of Gener : ‘
o aud of seven or eight thousand ‘men, the guards;gof“ oseph‘
e f,fBLmapmte and the garrison of Madrid ; and it was conmanded
0 by him, axded by M'mha,h Jouldan and Vlctor, tmd Gen‘!*a '
| Sebastiani. 7
. It became obwom that the enomy intended  to try the
result of a general action, for which the best position appeared
| to be in the neighbourhood of Talavera ; and Gensral Cuests “
having taken up this position on the morning of the 27th., ‘ '
Lieutenant-General Sherbrooke was directed to retive withi
his corps to its station in the line, leaving Major-Gieéneral
MfKenzie with a division of infantry and a brigade of cavalry,
as an advanced post in a wood on the right of the Alberche,
which covered the left flank of the British.

The position taken up by the troops at Talavera extended o
rather more than two miles ; the ground was open upon the i
left where the British army was  stationed, and it Was
commanded by a height, on which was, in echellon and in

~ soeond line, a division of infantry, under the orders of Major-
General Hill.  Between this height and a range of moun-
tains still further upon the left, there was a valley, which
was not at | first owupled and it was commanded bv
the | height 'before mentioned, whilst the mountain Tampo
appeared too distant to have any influence upon the ex:
pected action, | G

Spanish troops composed the right, which extended immedi-
ately in front of the town of Talavera down to the Tagus. This
part of the ground was covered by olive trees, and was much
intersected by banks and ditches. The high-road leading from _ I
the bridge over the Alberche, was defended by a ‘heavy Rk
battery in front of a church, which was occupied by o o4 S R
infantry. Al the avenues to the town were defended in a
gimilar manner; the town was occupied, and the remainder of
the Bpanish infantry were formed in two lines behind the
banks on the roads which led from the town and the vight,
to the left of the British position. In the centre, between

. the .two' armies, there was & commanding spot, on which a
‘redoubt had been commenced, with some open ground in the

rear,  Here Bngadmr Greneral Campbell was posted with. a
H
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\dwmon of mfantry, mupported in his rear by Ma,jmu(}eneral o
Cotton’s brigade of dragoons, and some Spanish cavalry.,
At about two olclock on the 27th. of July the énemy
appeared in strength on the left bank of the Alberche, and
manifested an intention to attack Major-Geeneral M‘Kenzie’s -

division. The attack was made before they could be with-

drawn, but the troops, consisting of Major-Gieneral M'Kenzie's -
and  Colonel Donkin’s  brigades, with Major-General Anson’s
brigade of cavalry, and supported by Lieutenant-Cleneral ‘Payne
- with the other four regiments of cavalry, in the plain between

. Talavera and the wood, withdrew in good order, but W.lﬂl‘
some loss, | particularly by the second battalion of the 87th.,

and the vecond battalion of the 3lst. regiment in the wood.

In his despateh, Lieutenant-Gemneral the Right Fonourable
Sir  Arthur Wellesley, K.B., stated, “ Upon this oceasion the
steadiness and discipline of the 45th. regiment, and of the
fifth battalion  of  the 60th., were conspicuouns; and 1 had
particular reason for being satisfied with the manner in which
Major-Cleneral M’Kenzie withdrew his advanced guard.”

As the day advanced, the French appeared in larger num-
bers on the right of the Alberche, and it was apparent that
they were advancing to a general attack upon the combined
army. . Major-Greneral M’Kenzie continued to fall back gradually
tipon  the loft, where he was placed in the second line, in
thel vear of the guards, Colonel  Donkin being posted in the
samp  situation  further upon the left, in the rear of the
Kingls German Leﬂlon,

The enemy immediately eommenced kis attack in the dugk
of the evening, by a ecannonade upon the left of the allied
position, and by an  attempt with his cavalry to overthrow
the Spanish infantry, posted, as before stated, on the right.
This atterapt entirely failed, Early in the night he pushed
a division along the valley on the left of the height occupied
by Major-Gieneral Hill, of which a momentary possession was
obtained, but it wag instantly regained by an attack with the

hayonet. Another atferapt was repeated during the night, i

but failed, and again at daylicht in the moming of the 28th.
of July, by two divisions of infantry, which was repulsed by
Major-Cleneral  Hill. 'Tn these diffevent affairs the 20th., and
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the fivst batmhon of the 48th reglment gmned esp‘
3, notice.  Many bmve officers and  soldiers were lost in ‘b e
defence of this important pomt and Major—General Hill w.m,
. slightly wounded. ‘ | i

A general attack by the enemy’s whole force was madeu} ‘
about noon, upon the whole of that part of the position
occupied by the British army. Sir Arthur, in consequence of the '
vepeated attempts upon the height on his left by the valley, |

had placed there two brigades of British cavalry, supported i

in the rear by the Duc d Albuquerque’s division of Spanish
cavalry. The enemy then placed light infantry in the range
of mountains on the left of the valley, which were opposed
by a division of ‘Spanish infantry, under Lieutenant-Gleneral
' De Bassecourt, The general attack began by the march of
several columms of infantry into the valley, with a view to
attack the height occupied by Major-General Hill, ' These it
. evlumns were immediately charged by the 1st. German Light
_Dragoons .and 23rd, Dragoons, under the command of Major-

. General Anson, directed by Tieutenant-Gleneral Payne, and sup-
ported by Brigadier-Gleneral Fane’s brigade of heavy cavalry;
andl although the 23rd. Dragoons suffered considerable logs,
the charge had the effect of preventing the execution of that
part of the eneiny’s plan. At the same time he directed an
attack upon Brigadier-General Alexander Campbell’s position
in the centre of 'the combined armies, and on the right of
the British. 'This attack was most successtully repulsed by
Brigadiev-Cleneral Campbell, supported by the king's regiment
of Spanish cavalry and two battalions  Spanish infantry :
the enemy’s cannon being taken by the Brigadier-Gieneral,
who mentioned particularly the conduct of ‘the 97th., the
gecond battalion of the 7th., and the second battalion of the
53rd. regiment.

An attack was also made at the same time upon Lmntencmt-
General Sherbrooke’s division, which was on the left and
centre of the first line of the British army. This attack was
most gallantly repulsed by a charge with bayonets by ' the
whole division;  but the brigade of guards, on the rvight,
having advanced too far, they were exposed on. their left
flank to the fire of the enemy’s battery, and of their refiring




cmgmal poqmon, un&er oover of the qecond ling of "\Iagm Clener
< Cotton’s brigade of cava.lry, thh had been moved fm
centre, and of the firgt batmhon of the 48th. regiment. o
regiment had also been moved from its original pmltlén 011
the heights, as soon as the advance of the guards was QI |
setved, and it was formed on the plain and advanced upon
the enemy, covering the formatmn of Lleuteuant General i
Sherbrooke’s division. | leliti )
Shortly after the vepulse of this geneml attack in wh h
appa,rently all the enemy’s troops were employed ‘he com
. menced his retreat across the Alberche, which was conductedj
in the most leqular order, and was effected during the night,
leaving in the hands of the British twenty pleces of aannon,* .
dmmunition, mmbmls, and some prisoners. il
| 'The  attacks were principally if not entirely directed agamstj
| the British troops.  The Spanish commander-in-chief, his
| officers, and troops, manifested every disposition to remder
 assistance to their allies, and those of them who were engaged
did their duty; but the ground which they oceupied was so
(irhportant, and its front at the same time so difficult, that
Sir Arthur Wellesley did mot think it proper to urge them ta
make any movement on the left of the enemy, while he wa:s,“
Jengaged with the troops more immediately under his commandi
Such a prolonged action against more than double the num-
ber of the British could not be sustained without great loss
' of valuable officers and soldiers, but the casualties of e
enemy wete much larger.  Entire brigades of French infantry
were destroyed, and the battalions that retreated were ‘mueh
_ reduced in number. The French loss was estimated at ten
thousand mon.  Gleneraly Lapisse and Morlot were killud ;
CGlenerals Sebastiani and Boulet were wounded.
| Major-Gleneral M’Kenzie, who had distingnished lnmself ol
| the 27th., Brigadier-General Langwerth, of the King's German
; Legmn, and Brigade-Major Beckett, of the Cnldstxeam Guarda, I
* were killed, e
During & pause in the second day’s ﬁght bofh arnues Wenb i
(fo the banks of the small stream, a tributary of the Tagus,
for water, which flowed through a part of the battle-ground,

)
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‘ The men ﬂ.ppmached ench other and conversed Tike old: ac-
quaintances, even, exchang'mg their canteens and wmwﬁasks

In the words of the author of “The Bivouac” (the Ra‘v

WL, H. Maxwell, Prebendary of  Balla) :—~ “ All aspemty “of
: ‘fee‘lmg seemed forgotten. To a stranger they would have
: ‘appeared more like an allied force than men hot from B

. ferocious conflict, and only gathering strength and encrey to
rescommence it anew. But a still nobler rivalry for the time
existed ; the interval was employed in carrying off the
" wounded, who lay intermixed upon the hard-contested field ;
and, to the honour of both be it told, that each endeavoured
. to extricate the common sufferers, and remove their unfortu-
nate friends and enemies without distinetion. Suddenly the

bugles sounded, the drums beat to arms; many of the rival

goldiery shook hands and parted with exple%ions of mutual
esteem, and in ten minutes’ txfter they were again at the
bayanet’s point.” . iy
The following 1eﬂlmentq were specially noticed in the des:
patch i~The cavalry, particularly Major-Gleneral Anson’s i

gade; the 99th regiment ; first battalion of the: 48th.; the‘ i

 second  battalions of the 7th. and 53rd vegiments ; the QFth
the ﬁxst battalion of detachments; the second battalion of

the '3Lst.; the 45th. ; and fifth bmtahon of the 60th. « The i
advance of the brigade of guards was also highly commended.

This victory gained over the French army, commanded by
~Joseph Buonaparte in person, occasioned great joy in Euglaud
'and  Lientenant-Gleneral Sir Arthur Wellesley was mlsed to
the peerage, by the title of Viscount Wellington.

The following regiments were engaged at the battle of Tal.i—‘
vera de la Reyna, on the 27th. and 28th. July, 1809 i~

3rd. Dragoon Guards, Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Granby Cal-

craft ; 4th. Dragoons, Lieutenant-Colonsl Lord Edward Somer-
set; 14th. Light Dragoons, Colonel Samuel Hawker: 16th.
Light Dragoons;, Major the Honourable Lincoln Stanhope 4
Zavd.  Light' Dragoons, [Lieutenant- Colonel . Seymour ;  Ist.
Light Dragoons, King’s German Legion, Lieutenant-Colonel
Aventschild ; Royal British ‘Artillery, Lieutenant-Colonel Fram-
ingham, ’uoyal German Artillery, Major Hartineau ; the whole
artillery being under Brigadier-Gleneral Howorth, Royal En-
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gineers, Lioutenant-Colonel Fletcher ; Royal Staff“;(}orps‘, Major
Dundas ; Coldstream Guards, finst battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel ‘
Hulse; 2rd. Guards, first battalion, Colonel the Honourable
Fdward Stopford; 3rd. Foot, Lieutenant-Colonel Muter ; 7th,
second battalion, Lisutenant-Colonel, Sir William Myers, Bart. ;
24th., second battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Drummond ; 29th,,
firsh  battalions Lieutenant-Colonel White 5 31st, second  bat-
talion, Major Watson ; 40th., first battalion, Major Thornton ;
45th., first ‘battalich, Lisutenant-Colonel CGuard ; 48th., first
battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel Donellan, second battalion, Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Duckworth ; 53rd., second battalion, Licutenant-
' Colonel Bingham ; 60th., fifth battalion, Major Davy ; 61st, first
 battalion, Colonel Saunders; 66th, second battalion, Captain
Kelly;  83rd, second battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel  Gordon ;
87th.,  second battalion, Major Glough ; 88th., first battalion,
Major Vandeleur; 97th., first battalion, Lieutenant - Clolonel
‘Lyon: first battalion of Detachments,* Lieutenant~ Colonel
Bunbury, 3vd. Foot; second battalion of Detachments, Lieu-~
tenant-Colonel Copson, Bth., Koot ; first and second light and
first line battalions King’s German Legion, Major Bodecker ;
second line  battalion, Tieutenant-Colonel Brauns ; fifth line
. battalion, Captain Humelberg; seventh line battalion, Major
Buyger. ‘ ‘ i
After this defeat the enemy continued to keep a rear-guard
of ‘ten  thousand men on the heights on the left of the

‘,’4“‘ " Alberche ; the extreme fatigue of the troops, the want of pro: ‘

visions, and the number of wounded to be taken care of,
~ prevented Viscount Wellington moving from this' position.
Brigadier-Gleneral Craufurd  arvived with his brigade (first
battalions of the 43rd., 52nd., and 95th,. )t on the 20th. of July,
< early ‘in the morning, having marched fifty-two miles in
twenty-six hours, a wonderful proof of the  energy of British
soldiers. ‘

(. These two battalions were formed on the 1gt. February, 1809, and
‘consisted of detachments that, had been loft in Portugal, belonging to
the regiments composing the division of the army which had marched
into Spain under the orders of Lieutenant-General Sir John Moore. .

* The 48rd. and 52nd. ave mow known as the Ist. and 2nd. Bat=
talions of the Oxford Light Infantry, the old 95th. beng ‘the, pre-

| sent Rifle Brigade, : : Il b
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GtoLD ‘\hmAL ¥orR TALAVERA.

"IN consequence of the vietories gained in the ]r’emmula‘ o
dunna 1808 and 1809 two gold medals were' struck for pre-

sentation to such | %upermr officers as had distinguished them- iy

selves in action ; the same medaly were afterwards conferved |
for military servicé@ in' ‘othier portions ‘of the world, No corps
were returned in the Tlist for medals, which had not been
engaged. Thls, by the Duke of Wellington’s despatches, ap-
pears to have been the rule.

A notification appeared in the “London Gazette,” dated
Horse Guards, 9th, September, 1810, stating that His Majesty
had been graciously pleased to command that, in commemora:
tion of the brilliant victories obtained by divisions of his Army
over the enemy in the Battles of Roleia and Vimiera, also in
the several instances where the wvalry had an oppmmmty of
distinguishing themselves against the enemy in Bpain, and in
the battles of Corunna and Talavera de la Reyna, the Officers
of the Army present on those ovcasions should enjoy the pri-
vilege of wearing a Medal, and His' Majesty having approved

of the Medal which had been struck, was pleased to command L

that it should be worn by the General Officers, suspended
by a Ribbon of the colour of the Sash, with a blue ' edge, “
round the neck ; and by the Commandmv Officers of Corps, (not
being  of rank 1nfenor o Lleutenant Colonel,) and the Chiefs
of Military Departments, attached by a ribbon of the same
colour to the button-hole of their uniform. FHis Majesty was
also pleased to command that the Medals which would have
been conferred upon the Officers who had fallenfat or died
gince the above-named actions, should, as a token of respect
for their memories, be deposuted with' thelr rospective  fam-
ilies.

These ‘medals were ahke (except in size.  On the obverse,
Britannia, wearing a helmet is seaterl on the globe; in her
right hand extended a wreath of lamwel and in her left a
palm branch ; to her right' ‘the Bmmh lion, and on the left
a round shield charged with the crosses of the union banner:
The reverse has a wreath' of laurel, within which the name
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‘of the event and the year were engraved, thus—Roleia and
| Vimiera, 1808; or Corunna, 1309; or Talavera, 1809 or
. Nivelle, Nive, ete. The name and rank of the officer were
| engraved on the edge.. The large medal, of the size of that

granted for Maida, was for general officers; in full dress it

| was worn from the mneck, to a crimson ribbon  with blue

edges. The small medal, (of which ‘an illustration is given,)

| attached to the ribbon by a gold swivel, with a gold buckle

above, was conferred on field and other offiois /i i
At this period the mles and tegulations regarditig the issue

of ‘medals were, lst—Medals are only to be bestowed upon

. occasions of great importance or of peculiar brilliancy. ‘2nd.:

_Medals of a larger size are conferred upon Greneral Officers,

i inéluding‘ Brigadiers, who wear them suspended by a ribbon

round the neck*  Medals of a smaller size are bestowed

_ upon Qolonels, and Officers of the senior ranks.  3rd.—No
 General or other officer is cousidered to be entitled to receive

a Medal, except he has been personally and particularly en-
gaged upon the oceasion, in commermoration  of  which this .

| distinetion is bestowed, and has been selected by the Com-
_ mander of the Worces upon the spot, and has been yeported

by him to have merited the distinction, by very conspicuous
services.  4th.~The Commander of the Forces (after he ghall

| have been informed of the intention of Government to bestoty o

| * Some of the general officers applicd to Viscount Wellington o
ascertain Wwhether, upon ordinary occasions, they might not wear the
vibbon of the medal at the button-hole,  instead of vound the mneck

| 4 Thig ! his lordshipremarked, ¢ would be a more convenient way of i
| weatitie it, and they would congequently wear it more frequently, which
| would be desirable”  In the reply to the general officers, dated Car-
. tixo, 3rd. February, 1811, his lordship acquainted them that an answer
| ad been recetved from Lientenart-Colonel Torrens, Military Secretury,
| “stating that the General Officers should wear the ribbon of the medal
' at their button-hole, the same as the Field Officers, in nmdress; but
Lwhen the medal is worn itself, it shonld be round the neck.’” |

The medal for Maida was worn ab the button-hole, and that mode

4y alluded to i a lotter from the Marquis of Wellington to Harl o
| Bathurst, dated Grenada, 20th. April, 1813, ¢ To Harl Bathurst.—

Wo must have the orders of the Seoretary of State for any alteration in

| $16 mode of wearing the medal by the Greneral Officers. Tt may do

very well for an admiral to wear hig medal round his neck 'on his
quarter-deck, but we on horseback ought to wear it always at onr.
hutton-hole. Tndeed this is the common practice in all distributions
of this description, and was the rule ab first on the grant of the medal

o1 the battle of Maida s and 1 don’t kmow whiy-it was altered.”
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i medalvf) shaH tmnsmlt to the Secretary of State far th

Department, and o the Commander-in- Chief, retums sign
by himself, speafymg the names and ranks of those Of‘r'icm:s;
~whom he shall have selected as particularly deserving. = bth,
~The Commander of the Forees, in making this selection of
the most deserving Officers, will consider his choice reqtmcted
to the under-mentioned ranks, as it is found to be dbsolntely
necessary that some limitation should be put upon the grant
of this honour.

The ranlk and situations held by Otﬁcers, to render Lhem‘ (i

eligible for the distinction of Medals, were, General Officers ;.
Commanding Officers: of Brigades ; Commanding Officers of
Artillory or Engineers ; Adjutant-General and Quartermaster-
Gleneral ; their Deputies having ,the rank of Field Officers,
and their Assistants having the same rank, and being at the
head of the Staff, with a detached corps or distinet division

(of the Army; Military Secretary, having the rank of Field L

Officers ; Commandmg Officers of Battalions, Corps equwalant -

thereto, and Officers who have succeeded to the actual commfmdw (i

during the engagement, in consequence of the death or removal‘
_of the ongmal Commanding Officer. )

GAPTURE OF MARTINIQUE AND GUADALOUPE.

FEBRUARY, 1809, AND JANUARY AND FEBRUARY, 1810. |

IN Januavy, 1809, the armament which had been dssemb]ed

_ab Carlile Bay, Barbadoes, under the command of Licutenant-
General (afterwards Sir George) Beckwith, commanding it
the Leeward Islands, proceeded against Martinique, off which
island, then in the posgession of France, it arrived on the
30th. of January. The troops landed in two divisions. The
firgt division, under Lieutenant-General Sir (Yeorge PIEW\)%,
consisting of between six and seven thousand men, a.nd the
second, numbeting over three thousand men, under Magor
(wcnera,l Frederick Maitland, landed near St. Luce and Point
Bolomon, in the afternoon of the 30th., without c)ppomtmn,
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and rmbwithstandir'lg: the difficulties of the country, 'Qccup“iéd‘,‘”
a position on the banks of the Grande Lezarde River before

daybreak on the 3lst, after a night march of seven miles,

' On the 1st. of February, the 7th, Royal Fusiliers, and the
41ght companies of the brigade which were in adyance, drove
a body of the enemy from Morne Bruno to the heights of
Surirey, where the enemy on the 2nd. of February made o
determined stand. A sharp action ensued, in which British
valour was conspicnously  displayed, and the French were

| driven from their position with considerable  loss.  Batteries |

were subsequently erected, and the siege of Fort Bowrbon was
commenced with such wigour that the garrison surrendered
on the 24th. of February. Amongst the trophies captured on

. this occasion were three eagles and several brass drums,

Having thus captured this valuable island, Tieutenant-G eneral

PBeckwith congratulated the troops, and stated in his official

despateh, that “the command of such an army will constitute

. the pride of my future life. To these brave troops, conducted

by Generals of experience, and not to me, their King and
Country owe the sovereignty of this important colony ; and 1

trust that by a comparison of the force which has defended

it, and the time in which it has fallen, the present reduction
of Martinique will not be deemed eclipsed by any former
expedition.”

The gold medal was conferred on the general and regi-
mental commanding officers, according to the practlce of the
service at this period. |

An expedition, under Licutenant-General iSir Geoxée Beck-
with, against Cuadaloupe, the only island remaining to the

" French in the West Indies, was embarked in January, 1810.

The expedition rendezvoused at Prince Rupert’s, Dominiea ;

and on the morning of the 28th. of January, a landing was

effected by the first civision, at the Bay of St. Marie. The
second division sailed on the 26th. of that month, and anchored
at the Saints until the 29th, when it proceeded towards
Ciuadaloupe, and menaced the enemy’s defences at the Three
Rivers. A landing was effocted near the village of Les Vieux
Habitans during the night without opposition. The French
appeared in force on some high open ground, when the 15th.
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Foot twmed their right flank, the Royal West Todian Rangers

the left, and the 13th. Light Infantry advanced against the e

front, and the enemy was speedily forced from his ground. = :

The 7th, 8th., 13th, 15th, 23rd, 25th, (flank companies)

goth., 63rd., 90th. Foot, and 1st. West India regiment were
engaged in this service. ‘
Shortly afterwards the conquest of the island was completed,
and the achievement reflected great credit on the troops em-
ployeé'l. In general orders, dated 6th. February, it was
announced that “The Commander of the Forces retwrns his
thanks to the officers of all ranks, for their meritorious ‘ez‘cf
ertions, and to the non-commissioned officers and soldiers, for

the cheerfulness with which they have undergone the fatigues i

of a march, difficult in its mnature, through the strongest

country in the world, and the spirit they have manifested ;

on all oceasions to close with the enemy.”

GuapAroury is mow borne on the colours of the 15th.,
63rd., 90th., and 1st. West India regiment; and medals were
‘granted to the superior officers, hoth for the capture of that
island and also of Martinique. The medal was like that for

Talavera, already described. = When the War Medal was

igsued, bars were inseribed with the names of these two
islands. )

BATTLE OF BUSACO. =
SEPTEMBER ' 27TH., 1810,

T advance of Marshal Massena in the summer of 1810,
was preceded by the proud but vain boast, that,in pursuance
of the imperial orders, he would drive the English leopards
into the sea, and plant the eagles on the tower of Lishon.
Hig first operations were attended with success.  Ciudad
Rodrigo surrendered to Marshal Ney on the 10th. of July.
After the gallant but hazardous combat between the light
division and the French advance on the 24th. of that month,
they passed the Cloa in overwhelming numbers, when the




. the Mondego immediately commenced. Almedia having sy
rendered on the 27th. of August, the . allies were ‘agai

 when they commenced their advance  into Portugal along the

 Tofty and rugged sierra or mountain ridge, exte‘n‘ding about

| erossing their line of march.

. cipitous sierra, named after the village and convent of Busaco.
‘,'[‘he' second (Lieutenant-General Hill’s) division occupied the
extreme right, guarding the declivities towards the Mondego ;

Jourable Major-General Cole's) division on the extreme left. “In
front, within cannon-shot and in full view of  the Dritish

‘mpon  the alett,

{0, be completely occupied by the twenty-five thousand British,

. ta»ll‘ied‘m-m‘y, and there was an interval of aboub tWo mileg
between the left of the fifth and the ight of the third

. of the position.

-rabrograde monnent and coneenfratmn of ’ohe Hies. behind:.

“Wxthdmwn ‘to their former positions. The French line of
. invasion was not finally indicated until the middle of September,, I

\ vight bank of the Mondego. Lxeutena,ut-(}eneml Vlscomm j
i Wellmgbou, nctwwhsta,ndmg their | vastly  superior mlmbem |
| determined to give them battle in the pesition of Busaco, a

next to it the fifth (Ma]or ~(temeral | Leith’s) division ; | then
the third division, having the first (Lieutenant- General Su‘
Brent Spencers) division on its left, occupying the highest i
‘part of the ridge ; then the light (Brigadier-General Craufmd’s)‘ ’
| division at the convent of Busaco; and the fourth (the Hon:

pOSition_,‘ was assembled Massena’s army, seventy thousand
strong, oceupying the opposite range of mountains.  The day o
passed over peaceably, but during the evening and night, small
‘parties of skirmishers, passing up the dark ravines, attempted
10 establish themselves close to the Britigh line, and kept all

- and the same number of Portuguese troops, which formed tshd‘

‘An hour before day, Lord Wellington went through the

) ¢ight miles in a northerly direction from the Mondego, zmd

On  the night of the 26th. of Septembel, the combm&d-”
Bmmsh and Portugnese artaies assembled in line on the pre-

The  position  of Busaco, although. form1dable from the_ i
s’c«aepness and rugged character of its' face, was 00 extensxmu i

',dlvmon, which occupied the Jowest and mogt accessible parf




U patets ov BusAco.

0 vanks o foot, | He ‘pas}wd "‘m‘ comparative silence, f(jl*- the
' Pnglish soldiers seldom indulge in those boisterous demonstrs:
 tions of joy 8o common with the troops of other nations, and.
o indeed rarely are known to hurrah, except when closing with | |
| the enemy ; but wherever he was rocognised, his presence
was felt as the sure presage to another victory, to be gained |
by the men whom he had already led in o many fields of "
triumph. To be beaten when ke commanded, seemed, in the
opinion of his soldiers (which is no bad criterion to judges
 by) mext to impossible. : ‘
At six in' the morning of the 27th. of Heptember, two
desperate attacks were commerced upon the British position,
the one on the right, the other on the left of the highest
point of the sierra. . The assault upon the right was made
by two divisions of the second corps, on' that part of the |
sierra oceupied by the third division of infantry. One diwision Wi
_ of French infantry arrived at the top of the ridge, when s’
was attacked in the most  gallant manner by the 8sth,
Connaught Rangers, under the Honourable Lieutenant-Colonsl
Wallace, and the 45th., under the Honourable  Lieutenant*
Colonel Meade, and by the 8th. Portuguese regiment, wnde
the command of Lieutenant-Colonel Douglas, directed by
. Major-General (afterwards Sir Thomas) Picton, = These thves
corps advanced with the bayonet, and drove the enemyls
division from the advantageous ground it had obtained. |
The other division of the second corps attacked further on ;
the right, by the road leading by St. Antonio di Cantaro,
also in front of Major-General Picton’s ' division ; but was re- |«
pulsed bhefore it could ‘reach the top of the ridge, by the ‘
T4th. Highlanders, under the command of the Honourable
Lieutenant-Colonel French, and the brigade of Portnguese ins '
fantiy‘, under Colonel Champelmond, directed by Colonel Henry
Mac Kinnon ; Major-Gieneral Leith also moved his loft to support
Major-Gieneral Picton, and aided in the defeat of the French
in this post, by the third battalion of the Royals, and' the
first and second battalions of the 38th. regiment,
. His Terdship stated in his despateh, that he mnever wit-
nessed a more gallant atback than that made by the 38th.,
46th., and 8th. Portuguese regiment, on the enemy’s division,
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which had reached the ridge of the sierra.  Major William
Smith, of the 45th., was killed, i
‘Meanwhile, on the left, the enemy attacked with three
divisions of infantry, of the sixth corps, that part of the

sierra oceupied by the left division, commanded by Brigadier-

(Gleneral Craufurd, and by the brigade of Portuguese infantry.
under Brigadier-General (afterwards Sir Denis) Pack.  “Omne
division of infantry,” wrote Viscount Wellington, “only made

' any progress towards the top of the hill, and they were |

immediately charged with the bayonet by Brigadier-General
Craufurd with the 43rd, 52nd.* and 95th. regiments, and the

3rd. Cacadores, and driven down with immense loss.”

Besides these attacks, the light troops of the two armies

. were sngaged throughout the 27th. = The loss sustained by

the enemy was immense, two thousand being killed upon the
field of battle, with a corresponding amount of wounded.

(Captain Lord Fitz Roy Somerset, (the late Lord Raglan,)
I\ Aide-de-Camp to the British Commander ; Captain the Marquis
. Nof Tweeddale, of the 1st, Koot  Guards, Depiuty-Assistant

w‘-- - . -
Quartermaster-General ;  Major Charles Napier, of the first

 battalion 50th., (severely;) and Captain George Napier, of*

the first battalion 52nd., were amongst the wounded.
Busaco on the colours of the lst., sth., 9th., 38th,, 43rd.,

\45th., 52nd,, 74th., 83rd., 88th, and Rifle Brigade, commem-

orates this: achievement.

(% ¢ Qeveral prisoners were taken by the regiment, and amongst

L others the French Gieneral Simon. He surrendered himself to Private

James Hopking, of Captain Robert Campbell’s company, who received
a pension of twenty Igounds per annum, a8 the reward of his bravery
on this oceasion. Private Harvis, of the 52nd., also shaved in the
vapture, and a pension was awarded to him in 1843, by the late Vis-
count Hardinge, then the Secretavy at War, on the representation of
Tieutenant- General Siv J. ¥. Love, who was present at the capture of
General Simon, and who delivered him as a prisoner to Brigadier-
Gteneral Craufurd.”’— Historical Record of the b2nd. Light Infantry, by
Captain Moorsom, ‘ :

Captain Moorsom alse relates the following medal incident :—* When

© the head of Simon’s column appeared in the act of deploying, and the

somd, advanced to, ¢harge, Captain William Jones, more commonly
known in the division by the name of “ Jack Jones,” a fiery Welshman,
rushed upon the Chef de Bataillon, who was in the act of giving the
word to his men, and killed, himn on the spot with & blow of hig sword.

:‘ o Jones immediately cut off the medal with which the major was de-
corated, and appropriated it to himself.” ‘
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‘while an affecting  incident, contrasting strongly with the savage i
 character of the prepeciing events, added to the interest of the
day. A poor ‘orphan Portuguese girl, about seventeen yea,rg“
of age, and wery: handsome, was seen coming down t;he,
‘ mountain, and driving an ass loaded with all her property,
{ through the midst of the French army. She had abandoned
her dwelling in obedience to the proclamation, and now passed
over the field of battle with childish simplicity, totally une
conscious of her perilous situation, and searcely understanding |
which were ths hostile and which the friendly troops, for no =
man on either side was so brutal as to molest her.” o
On the following day there was some skirmishing on different
points of the line, but the French, taught by experience toi .
appreciate the strength of the position and the valour of its
defenders, did not renew the assault. Towards evening their
columns were seen in movement to their right, and their whole
army was shortly on the march to turn the British left Hank

The allies then commenced their retreat, and before daylight

on the 29th, the position of Busaco was evacuated,. the

divisions: moving on their previously-arranged lines of ‘vetreat .

fowards the lines of Torres Vedras, This stupendouy ]ine;“‘i‘)f i
entrenchments and fortifications, had by Viscount Wellington's 5
orders, been constructed, with admirable skill and immense |
labour, for the defence of Lisbon. The French general, who
had followed the retreéat through a wasted and deserted country,
with the confident expectation that he was driving the British

to their ships, found his progress arrested on the 10th, of
October by this barrier, which he soon perceived to be im-
‘pregnable, and which estended twenty-nine miles from the
Tagus to the sen.  Within the lines, supplies were abundant,
and with the exception of some employment in strengthening
the defensive works, amusements, exercises, and field sports
of every attainable kind were the accupation of all ranks,
who engaged in them as if no hostile intertuption was to be
apprehended. ~ The  allied army was at this time augmented
by fresh regiments from England, and a sixth division of
infantry added to it S i :

L IlATTm, OF BUSACO, foin 111

el ‘;Ther‘e 8 a ‘c‘hé‘ﬁﬁiﬁg‘j episode related by Sir William Napler; s
‘of the orphan girl, which belongs to this battle :~« Mean-




BATTLE OF BARROSA.
. 5. Marcs, 1811.

WELLINGTON% geuamls, like those under the illustrions

; fMaxlbmongh, did not offen have the opportunity of ﬁghtmg‘_]‘,' i
independent battles. | What W /ynendale was to Webb R
. Queen Anne’s reigm, Almaraz was to Lord Hill, Albuhera to

Lord Beresford, and Barrosa to Lieutenant-General Thomas
Giraham, (afterwards Lord Lynedoch,) who  commanded the

| British forces in Cadiz at the above period, Ih consequence .

of Marshal Soult having procceded into Hstremadura, Manrghal

| Victor was left to carry on the siege of Cadiz, and a combined

attack on the rear of the blockading army at Chiclana was

vdetetminecl upon. Accordingly a British force of about three

thonsand men, under Lisutenant-General Graham, and a body‘
of seven thousand troops, commanded by General Le Pena, were
solected for this expedition. The forces having first proceeded

: to Gibraltar, afterwards disembarked at Algesiras, on the 23rd.
. of February, and being all united at Tarifa, marched thence

on the 28th. of that month.
(eneral Zayas pushed a strong body of Spanish troops ACTOSS |
the river Santi Petri near the coast on the 1lst. of March,
threw a bridge over, and formed a téte-de-pont. This post was
attacked by the enemy on the nights of the 3rd. and 4th. of

March, who was repulsed, though the Spaniards sustained

considerable loss.  On the sth. of March, 1811, TLieutenant-
Gteneral Graham, and the army under his command, arrived

. on the low ridge of Barrosa, and gained a decisive victory
. over the French army, under' Marshal Victor, compo%ed of the
. two divisions of (Glenerals’ Rufin and Laval. : ‘

The circumstances under which Lleutenant-General Graham

';fmmd bimself placed were such as compelled him to atack

the very superior force, in point of numbers, of his opponents. “

The allied army, after a night march of sixteen houts from i

the camp near Veger, arrived on the morning of the 5th,
the low ridge of Barrosa, about four miles to the southw(wd

. of the mouth of the Santi Petri river. This height extends
| inland about a mile and a half, continuing ‘on ths north the
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extensxve heathy plam of Clnclam. A meat pine-forest sk
the plam, and circles round the height at some dl‘lt&ﬂ(’;e, te
: ‘mma.tmg down to Santi Petri, the intermediate space betwraen‘
_the north side of the haght and the forest being uneven and
‘broken, A well-conducted and successfil attack on the year
[ of the enemy’s linds near Santi Petri, by the vanguard of the
bpamalds under  Brigadier-General  Ladrizabel, opened | the!
. communication with the Isla de Teon, and Tieutenant-Gen eml |
‘Graha.m received General La, Pena’s directons to. move down»‘\
from the position of Barrosa to that of the Torre do Bermeja, |
aboti half way to the Santi Petri river, in order to secure
the communication across the river, over which a bridge had '
been recently constructed. This latter position occupied anar-
row woody ridge, the right on the sea cliff, the left fa.lhng‘_ ,
| down to’the Almanza creck on the edge of the marsh. An
easy communication between the western points of these two.
| positions were kept up by a hard sandy beach. Lieutenant. ]
General Gzaha,m, while on the march through the wood towards |
the Bermeja, received intolligence that the enemy had appeared 0
/in foreo on the plain of Chiclana, about fifty miles from Tanta,‘ il
‘and was advancing towards the heights of Barrosa.
This position being considered by the British general as t;he
key to that of Banti Petri, he immediately countemmrehed inl
order to support the troops left for its defence, and the alacrity
with which this manceuvre was executed, served as a fav011r~
able omen. It was, however, impossible in such intricate and
difficult ground to preserve order in the columns, and  time
was never. afforded to restore it emtirely. Before the British
could get quite disentangled from the wood, the troops on the
Barrosa bill were seen returning from it, while the enemy's
left | wing was rapidly ascending. His right wing at the same
time stood on the plain, on the edge of the wood, within
cannon-shot, A retreat in the face of such a foe, already
w1th1n reach of the easy communication by the sea-beach, must |
have involved the whols allied army in all the danger of
bema attacked during the unavoidable confusion of the different
corps arriving nt,a,x:ly ab the same time on the narrow ridge
of the Bermeja. :
. Lieutenant-General Graham relyiug on the hemmm of Bl‘ltlsh
1

,
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troops, and regardless of the number and position. of the enemy, |
determined on an immediate attack. Major Duncan soon opened
a powerful battery of ten guns in the centre. Brigadier-
General Dilkes with the brigade of Guards, Lieutenant-Colonel
Browne’s (of the 28th.) flank battalion, Lieutenant-Colonel
Norcott’s two companies of the second Rifle corps, and Major
Acheson with a part of the 67th. Foot, (separated from the
regiment in the wood,) formed on the right. Colonel Wheatley’s
brigade, with three companies of the Coldstream Guards, under
Tieutenant-Colonel Jackson, (separated likewise from his bat-
talion in the wood,) and Lieutenant-Colonel Barnard’s flank
battalion, formed on the left. ;

As soon as the infantry was thus hastily got together, the
guns advanced to a more favourable position, and kept up a
most destructive fire. The right wing proceeded to the attack
of CGeneral Rufin’s division on the hill, while ILieutenant-
Colonel Barnard’s battalion, and Lieutenant-Colonel Bushe’s
detachment of the 20th. Portuguess, were warmly  engaged
with the enemy’s tiraillsurs on the left.

General Laval's division, notwithstanding the havoc made by
Major Duncan’s battery, continned to advance in very imposing
masses, opened his fire of musketry, and was only checked by
that of the left wing. The left wing now advanced firing; a
most determined charge by three companies of the Guards and
the 87th. regiment, supported by all the remainder of the wing,
decided the defeat of General Lavals division. The eagle of
the 8th. regiment of light infantry, which suffered immensely,
and a howitzer, rewarded this charge, and remained in posses-
sion of Major Gough, (afterwards General Viscount Gough), of the
87th. regiment.* « These attacks were zealously supported by
Colonel Belson, with the 28th. foot, and Lieutenant-Colonel
Prevost with a part of the 67th. regiment. :

A reserve formed beyond the narrow valley, across which

* Tu the midst of the engagement, Sergeant Patrick Masterson, of
the 8Tth., seized and kept possession of the eagle of the 8th, French
regiment of light infantry, (which was the first taken in action since
the commencement of the Peninsulawar,) and for this His Royal High-
ness the Prince Regeat promoted him to an ensigney in the Royal York

. Light, Infantry Volunteers; he was subsequently removed to the 87th. |/ )

regiment, now the 1st. Battalion Royal Irish Fusiliors.
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the enemay was closely pursued, next shared a similar fate,
and was routed by the same means. Meanwhile the ‘right
wing was not less successful ; the French, confident of success,
met Brigadier-General Dilkes’ on the ascent of the hill, and
‘the contest was sanguinary: but the undaunted perseverance
of the brigade of Guards, of Lieutenant-Colonel Browne's bat-
talion, and Lieutenant-Colonel Norcott's and Major Achegon’s
detachment, overcame every obstacle, and General Rufin’s di-
vision was driven from the heights in confusion, leaving two
pieces of cannon in the liands of the victors.

In less than an hour and a half from the commencement
of the action, the enemy was in full vetreat.  The vetiring
‘divigion met, halted, and seemed inclined to form ; but a new
and more advanced position of the British artillery q.uickly:
dispersed it. ' The exhausted state of the troops rendered
pursuit impossible, and a position was oceupied on the eastern
gide of the hill. When the conflict had ceased, Lieutenant-
General Graham remained on the field of battle; but the
Spanish ' general, La Pena, who had looked on while this
obstinate battle was fought, did not scize the favoui‘abla
opportunity which the valour of the British troops had put
into his hands, of striking a severe blow at the remains of
the French army retreating in disorder. = The inactivity of the
Spaniards continuing, the British proceeded on the following
day to Cadiz. :

Among the prisoners were the General of Division Rufin,
the General of Brigade Rousseau,® the latter being mortally
wounded ; the Chief of the Staff, General Bellegarde ; an aide-

*An interesting anecdote has been preserved of this officer’s canine
iriend :—After the battle of Batrosa, the wounded of both nations
were, from want of means of transport, necessarily left upon the field
of action the whole night and part of the following day. Creneral
Rousseaun, a French general of division, was of the number; his dog, a
white one of the poodle kind, which had been left in quarters upon the
advance of the French force, finding that the general returned not
with those who escaped from the battle, set out in search of him;
found him. at night in his dreary resting-place, and expressed his
affliction by moans, and by licking the hands and feef of his dying
master.  When the fatal crisis took place, some hours after, he seemed
fully aware of the dreadful change, attached himself closely to the
body, aad for three days refused tfle_ sugtenance which was oftered
him. Arrangements having been made for the interment of the dead,




116 DRINSE WAR MEDALS.

and several other officers. . The prisoners amounted to two
general officers, one field officer, nine captains, eight ‘subalterns,
and four hundred and twenty rank and file, The ensimy lost
~ about three thousand men in killed, wounded, and prisoners,
- and six pieces of cannon were captured. : : i
| Both Houses of Parliament unanimously voted their thank#
to Lieutenant-General Graham,and the officers and men under

. hig command, for his victory. sl e

| The following corps were engaged in  this battle :—2ndi
Hussars, King's German Legion ; Royal Axtillery ; Royal En-
| gineers; 1st. Koot Guards, 2nd. battalion; Coldstream Gluards, i
" gnd. battalion; 3rd. Foot Guards, 2nd. battalion ; 9th. Foot, M
“ It battalion, (Hank companies ;) 28th, Foot, 1st. battalion ;
47th. Foot, 2nd battalion, (flank companies ;) 67th. Foot, 2nd
 battalion ; 82nd. Foot, 2nd. battalion, (flank companies ;) 87th.
. Foot, 2ud. battalion ; Rifle Brigade, 2nd; and 3rd. hattalions ;
90th Portuguese Regiment; and one company of the Royal |
L Staft Corps. :

dewsamp of Marshal Victor; the Colonel of the 8th. regiment

MEDAL FOR BARROSA.

s medal for this battle was similar to that granted for.
the victories commencing with Roleia, and the following .
| Memorandwm, dated Horse Guards, Noyember, 1811, was pub-
lished in the “London Gazette :"— ; ‘
4The Prince Regent having been graciously pleased, in the )
name and on behalf of His Majesty, to command that, in
commenoration of the brilliant victory obtained over the enemy
by a division of His Majesty’s army, . under the command of
Lieutenant-Cleneral Giraham, at Barrosa, on the sth. of Mareh,
1811, the undermentioned officers of the army, present upon

! the body of the general was, like the rext, committed 1o its honourable
grave; the doglay down npon the earth wlhich (covered the beloved
remains, and evinced by silence and deep dejection his sorrow for the
Joss he had sustained. The English commandey, General Graham,
whose fine feelings had prompted him to superintend the last duties
due to the gallant slain, observed the friendless monrney, drew bira,
now no longer resisting, from the spof, and gave him his protection,
‘which He continued to him until his death, many years atter, at the
ﬁeneral’s vesidence in Porthshive.”— Magwell's. Vicioriis of the British
s ‘




‘ .me ] l)’oNon; o

ﬂmt occd,sxon, shmﬂd ‘enjoy the pnvxlegc* of he(mng o)
~and His Royal Highness having approved of the medal wh i
 has been struck, is pleased to command, that it should ibe
worn by the Gloneral Officers, suspended by a ribbon, of the‘
| colour of the sash, with a blue edge, round the neck, and by,
the Commanding Officers of corps and detachments, and the
‘ 'Chiefs of Military Departments, attached by a ribbon of thé
| sarae colour to the button-hole of their wmform i i
Lieutenant-General Thomas Graham ; Majnr CGreneral Wllham”‘ f
Thomas Dilkes ; Colonel William Wheatley, st Koot G‘lmrds.
Lieutenant-Colonels Charles P. Belson, 28th. Foot, Wllha,m‘
Augustus Prevost, 67th. regnncnt ‘The Hon. T. Cranley Onslow,
! ard. Foot Guards, Andrew F. Barnard, 95th. Rifle regiment,
0 John Mucdonald, Deputy AdJutant-Genem] Edward Sebright, | :
1st. Hoot Cuards, John Frederick Brown, 28th. rea']mcmt; Amm_'“ i
Godsill Norcott, 95th. Rifle regiment, The Hon, Charles M.
L Clatheart, Deputy Quartmmaqtet-ﬁeneml Richard Bushe, 20th. A
 Portuguese regiment, Alexander Duncan, Royal Artillery, andf\’_ !
Hugh (;r(mgh 87th. regiment ; and Major A. F. Baron Busqche,f ;
 9nd. Tight Dragoons, King’s German Legion. '
By the command of His Royal Highness the Prmce Rewent,g
~1n the name and on the behalf of His Majesty.

Fruperiok, Commander-in-Chief,
Hexzy Torreys, Lieutenant-Colonel and Military becretm‘y,

BATTLE OF FUENTES D'ONOR.
51, MAy, 1811

Ar this period the sixth division of the British army had
invested Almeida, and a force of British and Portuguese, under
Marshal Bevestord, was employed in the Alentejo and Spanish
Hstremadura, which comipelled the enemy to abandon Campo
Mayor. Olivenza was next besieged by Marshal Beresford, and
re-talien on the 1ath. of April, 1811, after which he broke
i ground before Badajoz. )
el ‘Marshal Massena had reached Cindad Rodrigo on the 25th.
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of April, and having concentrated his forces, crossed the Aguéda.
at that place on the 2nd. of May, and advanced towards the
allied army, posted between that river and the Coa, in order
to blockade Almeida, which place, it was ascertained, was bub
ill supplied with provisions for its garrison. Upon the approach
' of the French, the British light division and cavalry fell back
upon Fuentes d’ Onor, where three other divisions were posted,
and in which position Viscount Wellington determined to receive
the attack of the enemy. . i
The village of Fuertes & Onor, (Fountain of Honor,) is
situated on low ground, at the bottom of a ravine, with an
. old chapel and some buildings oh a cragey eminence, which
overhang one end. Shortly after the enemy had formed  on
the ground, on the right 'of the Duas Casas, in the afternoon
of the 3vd., they attacked the village with a large force, which
was gallantly defended by Tieutenant-Colonel Williams, of the
ffth battalion of the 60th. regiment, in command of the light
infantry battalions, belonging to Major-General Picton’s division,
supported by the light infantry battalion in Major-General
Nightingall's brigade, commanded by Major  (afterwards Sir
Robert) Dicl, and the light infantry battalion in Major-Greneral
Howard’s brigade, coramanded by Major Archibald M’Donnell; of
the 92nd. regiment, and the light infantry battalion of the King’s
jerman Legion, commanded by Major Charles Aly, of the fifth
battalion of the Line, and by the second battalion of the 83rd.
regiment, under Major Henry William Carr. ;
These troops maintained their position, but the British
commander seeing the repeated efforts which were made to obtain
possession of the village, and being fully aware of the advantage
the enemy would devive therefrom in their subsequent oper-
ations, the place was reinforced successively by the 7lst., under
the Honourable Lieutenant Colonel Cadogan, and the 79th.
under Tieutenant-Colonel Cameron, and the 24th. under Major
Chamberlaine. The former, at the head of the 71st., charged the
French, and drove them from the part of the village of which
they had obtained momentary possession. About this time
Lisutenant-Colonel Williams was wounded, and the command
devolved upon Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron, of the 79th. regiment.
The contest continued until night, when the British Troops
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U i‘entainéd in possession of the whole. The light mfantry baf;tahons ‘

and the 83rd. regiments were subsequently withdrawn, leaving

only the 71st. and 79th. regiments in' the village, with the second il

battalion of the 24th to support them.
During the 4th. of May the enemy reconnoitred the posmons ;

which the British had occupied on the Duas Cfasas river, and that |

night CGleneral Junot’s corps was moved from Almeida to the left
of the position oceupied by the sixth corps, opposite to Fuentes
d’ Onor. . From the course of the reconnoisance it was considered

that an attempt would be made to obtuin possession of that place,

and of the ground occupied by the troops behind the village, by
crogsing the Duas Casas at Poza Velho, and in the evening the
seventh division, under Major-Gleneral Houstoun, was moved to
the right, in order to protect, it possible, that passage.

On the morning of Sunday, the 5th. of May, the eighth corps
appeared in two columns, with all the cavalry on the opposite sice'

of the valley of the Duas Casas to Poza Velho ; and as the sixth

and ninth corps also made a movement to their left, the light
division, which had been brought back from the neighbourhood

of Almeida, was sent with the cavalry, under Lisutenant Gleneral

Bir Stapleton Cotton, Bart., (afterwards Field Marshal Viscount
Combermere, G.C.B.) to support Major-General Houstoun, while
the first and third divisions made a movement to their right,
along the ridge between the Turon and Duas Casasg rivers, cor-
responding to that of the sixth and ninth corps, on the right
of the latter river.

- Major-General Houstoun’s adyanced guard, consisting of the
85th., under Major M’Intosh, and the 2nd Portuguese Cacadores,
under Lieutenant-Colonel Nixon, wag attacked by the eighth
corps, and compelled to retire, which was done in good order
although with some loss. The eighth corps being thus established
in Poza Velho, the enemy’s cavalry turned the right of the seventh
division between that place and Nave d’ Aver, and charged.

The charge of the advanced guard of the French cavalty was
met by two or three squadrons of the different regiments of
British Dragoons, and the enemy was driven back, Colonel La
Motte, of the 13th. Chasseurs, and 'some prisoners being taken.
The main body was checked, and obliged to retire, by the five of
Major-Greneral Houstoun’s division, the Chassenrs Britanniques
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and & deta(‘hment of the Duke of Brunswick’s nghb Infantry
behaving in the most steady manner. Notwithstanding the

repulse of this charge, Viscount Wellington determined to con-

centrate his force towards the left, and to move the seventh light

‘and ‘the other two divisions, and the cavalry from Poza Velho

. towards Fuentes & Onor. The former place and neighbourhood
* had been occupied in the hope of maintaining the communication

across the Cloa by Babugal, as well as to provide for the blockads,

. which objects, it became obvious, Were incompatible with each

other, and that which was deemed the least important was aban-

doned ; the light division was placed in reserve in the rear ofjt-hg
Jeft of the first, and the seventh on some commanding ground
heyond the Turon, which protected the right flank and rear of the

first division, besides covering the communication with the Coa,

and prevented that of the French with Almeida hy the roads
between the Turon and that river.

Upon this occasion the movement of ‘the troops, a.lthough‘

under very critical circumstances, was well conducted by Major-
| General Houstoun, Brigadier-General Craufurd, and Lieutenant-

General Sir Stapleton Cotton. The seventh division was covered

in its passage of the Turon by the light, under Brigadier-
General Craufurd, and this last, in its march to join the first
division, by the British cavalry. The British position thus
gxtended on the high ground from the Turon to the Duas
Clasas, The seventh division on the left of the former, covered
. the rear of the right; the first division, in two lines, was
on the right; Colonel Ashworth’s brigade, in two lines, in the
| centre ; and the third division, in two lines, on the left. The
i light division and British cavalry in reserve; and the village
of Fuentes &’ Onor in front of the left. Don Julian’s infantry
joined the seventh division in Frenada, and he was sent with
his cavalry to endeavour to fnterrupt the enemy’s communication
with Ciundad Rodrigo. The efforts on the right part of the
British position, after it was occupied as above described, were

confined to a cannonade, and to some cavalry charges upon

the advanced posts, ‘
One of these was repulsed by the pickets of the fivst division,

ander Lientenant-Colonel Hill, of the srd. regiment of Guards;

but as they were falling back, they did not see the direction
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. of another in sufficient time to oppose it, and the Lientenant.
Colonel was taken prisoner, many men were wounded and some
captured, before o detachment of the British cavalry eonld
move up to their support. The second battalion of the 42nd.,
under Lieutenant-Colonel Lord Blantyre, also repulsed a charge
of the cavalry directed against them. They likewise attempted
to push a body of light infantry down the ravine of the Turon i
to the right of the first division, which was repulsed by the light
infantry of the Grards, under Lieutenant-Colonel Guise, aided

by five companies of the 95th., nnder Captain O’ Hara.

Throughout this day the enemy’s principal effort was again |
directed against Fuentes d’Onor, and notwithstanding that the ,
whole of the sixth corps was at different periods employed to
attack this village, the French were never able to gain more than
a temporary possession. It was defended by the 24th., 71st., and
79th. regiments, under the ecommand of Colonsl Cameron s thess
~ troops were supported by the light infantry battalions in the
third division, commanded by Major Woodgate ; the: light
infantry battalions in the first division, commanded by Majors
Dick, M‘Donnell, and Aly; the ¢th. Portuguese Cagadores,
© commanded by Major Pinto 5 by the light companies in Colonel
Champelmond’s Portuguese brigade, under Colonel Sutton ; and
those in (lolonel Ashworth’s Portuguese brigade, under Lieu-
tenant-Colonel Pynn ; and by the: pickets of the third division,
under the command of the Honourable Lieutenant-Colonel
Trench. Lieutenant-Colonel Cameron was severely wounded in
the afternoon, and the command in the village devolved upon the
Honourable Lieutenant-Colonel Cadogan. /

In addition to tha foregoing, the troops in Fuentes d’Onor were
supported, when pressed by the enemy, by the 74th. regiment,
under Major Russell Manners, and the 88th. Connaught Rangers,
‘under Lieutenant-Colonel Wallace, belonging to Colonel Mac
Kinnon’s brigade ; on one of these occasions the 88th., with the
71st. and 79th,, under the command of Colonel' Mac Kinnon,
charged the enemy, and drove them through the village,

This prolonged contest again lasted in this quarter until night,
when the British still held their post, and. from that time there
was no fresh attempt made on any part  of their yposition.
Although the actions were partial, yet they were very severe, and -
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the casualties were also.. The enemy had a great superiority of .

force, and their loss was likewise great ; they left four hundmd i
Killed in the village of Fuentes d’ Onor. |
The following vegiments wore engaged at FumyTrs D’ONOR i
14th. and 16th. Licht Dragoons: the 24th, 42nd., 43rd., 45th.,
sznd., 60th,, 71st, 74th., 79th , 83rd., 85th., 88th., 92nd and Rifle
. Brigade.
| On the 8th. of May the enemy retired to the woods between
' Espeja, Gallegos, and Fuentes d' Omnor, in which position  the
whole army was collected by the following day, with the excep-
tion of that part of the second corps which contirined opposite
Almeida ; but during the night of the 9th. the whole brokeup
and  retired across the Azava, covering their retreat by their
. nuamerous cavalry, and on the following day the whole crossed the
Agueda, leaving Almeida to its fate. ‘

MLDAL 10R Busaco AND FuENTEs D' ONOR,

The customary medal was granted for the above battles, the
pattern being like that for the other actionsin the Peninsula.
The following letter from Viscount Wellington to the Harl of

Liyerpool, dated July 1ith., 1811, gives his views regarding
the distribution of medals :— ‘

#T have had the honour of receiving your Lordship’s letter of

 the 22nd of June, in which your Lordships desires to have my

opinion as to the restrictions which it may be expedient to put
upon the grant of medals to British officers, for distinguished
merit displayed upon such occasions as bhe battles of Vlmexro,
Corunna, Talavera, and Barrosa.

“ My opinion has always been, that the grant of a medal to an
individual officer ought to have been foundad originally, partly on
the importance of the occasion or action which it was intended to
commemorate, and partly on the share which the individual

. officer had had in the action to be commemorated ; and that
medals should have been granted for important actions only, and
to those engaged in them in a conspicuous manner, whatever
might be their rank in the service. It was decided, however, that
medals should be granted on the same principle only, but follow-
. ing strietly the example of the grant of medals to the navy, not-



withstanding that an action on shore is very different from an

action at sea; ' and the merit of the different classes | of

individuals is likewise entirely different. = At the same time, this

principle was departed from in some of the grants made.

“1f the principle adopted in the grant of medals to the navy is
adhered to in the grant of medals to officers of the army, and that
-medals, to be granfed to general officers, and Lieutenant-Clolonels
commanding regiments, on an occasion to be commemorated,

because, on a similar occasion, they would be granted to Admiraly

and Captains of ships of the line, it is difficult to restrict the srant
or make a selection of officers to whom they should be granted to
commemorate the battles at Busaco and Fuentes d° Onor, if
government determine that these actions should be commemorated
in that manner. If, however, that principle is departed fromm, it is
not difficult to make out a list of the names of officers already
reported to your Lordship, who were at 'the head of corps or
detachments upon these occasions, and who had a conspicuous
share in the event which it is the intention of the government to
commemorate in this manner, It is not probable, however, that
the adoption of this principle will decrease the number of those
to whom the honour would be granted ; but, as I have already

represented to your Lovdship, I don’t think this important ; that

which is important in the establishment of the principle on which
the grant of this honour should be made,is that every officer
should feel that he shall receive the mark of distinction, if he
shonld be in the place to distinguish himself, and should act in
the manner to deserve to be distinguished, whatever may be his

military rank, It may be contended for by me, that the officers

of the British army don’t require an honour of this deseription to
stimulate their exertions, and that the grant of the medal is there-
tore useless ; but, however, those who contend for this principle
must admit that a selection of those who have had an opportunity
of distinguishing themselves in an action is a less objectionable
mode of granting it than the grant of it by classes, whether the
individuals composing those classes have distinguished themselves
or not.

1 have now the honour to enclose lists of the names of the
officers who, on the principle of selection, ought, in my opinion,
to receive medals for the battles of Busaco and Fuentes d’ Onor, if

| BATTLE OF FUENTES D'ONOR. e
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~ government think proper to disﬁinguish‘these"’bsuftles‘by medals.
-~ In respect to the battle of Albuhera, I was not there, and T am

~ mot able to give an opinion upon it.  One brigade of the fourth

‘ division of infantry, however, was not in the action, nor Brigadier-

Gleneral Madden’s brigade of cavalry. The brunt of the action

was on the right ; but some of the corps of infantry, I believe, and
certainly Gleneral Otway's brigade of cavalry, on the left, were
not engaged. At all events, these troops were not engaged, as far

“I mention these circumstances only to point out to your Lord-

. a8 Lunderstand, in a greater degree than the whole ariy were at |
. Busaco, and every corps on the field at Fuentes d’ Onor.

ship, that in every action on shore, however severe, there mustbhe =

tinguish themselves ; and that the principle of selection, without
reference to ranks, onght to be adopted in every instance of the

. grant of medals to the army.”

BATTLE OF ALBUHERA.

16TH, MAY, 1811,

Barly in May the first siege of Badajoi was commenced by the

British, and whilst the operations against that fortress were in
Drogress, Marshal Soult quitted Sevills, and advanced to its relief,

| The, portion* of the allisd army under Marshal * Sir. William

"The tollowing British troops were éngaged ab the battle of Albuheri.

af the Honourable Sir William Lumley s~
srd, ‘Dragoon Guards, 4th. Dragoons, and 13th. Light Dragoons,
Second division, Major-General the Honourable W. Stewart =—3vd,

. some to whose lot it does not fall to have an opportunity to dis-

Haot, fivst battalion, 31sh., second battalion, 48th., second battalion,

66bb., second battalion 60th., one company fifth battalion, Licutenant-
Uolomel Colborne ; 29th. Foot. 48th., first battalion, 57th., first batta-
lion 60th., one company ffth battalion, Major-Greneral Hoghton ; 28th,

Abereromby.  Kourth division, Major-Ceneral the Hononrable: Yo

Wilolg: 27th, Foot, first battalion, 40th., first battalion, 97th Queen's

| Brigade, - Tth. Foot, first and second battalions, 23vd., firkt battalion,

Own 60th., one company fitth battalion, Colonel Kemmis; Fusilior

- Foot, second battalion, 84th., second battalion, 89th., second battalion. A |
. 60th., one company fitth batbalion, Honourable Lieutenant-Colonel

Brunswick Oels, one cotapany.  First and second light battaliony
| Gemman Legion, Major-Gencral Baron Charles Alben! LA
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‘ ‘fmnt of Albuhera.

At nine o'clock in the mommw of the 16th. of: May, the,
‘ enamy commenced his attack, and after a strong and galla,nt
resistance by the Spanish troops, he gained the heights upon
which they had been formed; meanwhile the division of the!
| Honourable Major-Gleneral William Stewart had been moved upV

to support them, and that of Major-Gtener: al Hamilton brought to

to the left of the Spanish line, and formed in contiguous close
columns of battalions, to be available in any divection. ' The |
Portuguese brigade of cavalry, under Brigadier-General Otway,
remained at some distance on the left, to check any attempt that ;

~ might be made below the village.

Nearly at the commencement of the battle a he(wy storm of
rain came on, which with the smoke from the firing, rendered it

impossible to discern anything distinetly.  This, with the nature

i Beresford moved forward to meet him, and took up a posmtmn m’ i

of the ground, had been extremely favourable to the attacking i

columng.  The right brigade of Major-Gieneral Stewart’s division, )

under TLieutenant-Colonel Colborne, (now Field-Marshal Lord

Seaton,) fitst came into action, and behaved in the most gallant
. manner, and, finding that the enemy’s column eould not be shaken

by fire, proceeded to attack it with the bayonet ; while thus in
the act of charging, a body of Polish lancers, which the thickness
of the atmosphere and the nature of the ground had concedled,

(and which was, besides, mistaken by those of the brigade when 7

discovered for Spanish cavalry, and therefore not fired upon,)
turned it, and being thus attacked unexpectedly in the rear, was

unfortunately broken, and suffered immensely. ' The second

battalion of the 31st. regiment, under the command of Major
1/ Estrange, alone held its ground against all the colonmes en masse,
until the arrival of the third brigade under Major-Greneral Hoghton.

The conduct of this brigade was mnost conspicuously gallant, and s

that of the second brigade, under the Honourable Lieutenant-

Colonel Abercromby, was not less so. Ma,;or»Ganeml Hoghton,

cheering on his men to the charge, fell pierced with wounds.
Although the principal attack was on thig point of the right
‘& continual attempt was also made upon that part of the orviginal
front at the village and bndge, which were defended in the most
gallant manner by Major-General Baron Alten, and the light
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infantry brigade of the German Legion, whose conduct, in every
point of view, was reported as “ conspicuously good.” The
enemy’s cavalry, on his infantry attempting to (force the right,
bad endeavoured to turn it ; but the able mancenvres of Major-
(eneral the Honourable William Lumley, commanding the
allied cavalry, though vastly inferior in point of numbers, foiled =
| the design. Major-General the Honourable George Lowry Cole,
seeing the attack, very judiciously brought up his left a little,
marched in line to attack the enemy's left, and arrived most
opportunely to contribute, with the charges of the brigades of
Major-General Stewart’s division, to force the enemy to abandon
. his situation, and retire precipitately, and to take refuge under :
his reserve. Heve the Fusilier brigade, consisting of two battalions
“of the 7th. and one of the 23rd. Fusiliers, immortalized itself.*
B0 numerous were the casualties, that Captain Stainforth’s com-
pany of the 23rd. Royal Welsh Fusiliers, was commanded, at the

% No description can surpass that given by Sir William Napier :~-

| *“8uch a gallant line issuing from the midst of the smoke, and rapidly
separating itsclf from the confused and broken multitude, startled the
eniemy’s heavy masses, which wers increasing and pressing onwards as
to an assured victory; they wavered, hesitated, and then vomiting
forth a storm of fivé, hastily endeavoured to enlarge their front, swhile
a fearful discharge of grape, from all their artillery, whistled throngh
the Britigh ranks. Myers was killed, Cole, and the three colonels,
Fillis, Blakeney, and Hawkshawe fell wounded, and the Fusilier
battalions, struck by the iron tempest, reeled and staggered like sink-
ing ships, Bub suddenly and sternly recovering, they closed on their
terrible enemies, and then was seen with what a strength and majesty
the British soldier fights. In vain did Soult, by voice and gestore,
‘amimate his Frenchmen; in vain did the hardiest veterans, extricating
themselves from the erowded columns, sacrifice their lives to gain time

. for the mass to open out on such a fair field ; in vain did the mass
itself bear up, and, fievcely striving, fire indiseriminately upon friends -
and foes, while the horsemen, hovering on the flanks, threatened to
charge the advancing line. Nothing could stop that astonishing in-
fantry. . No sudden burst of undisciplined valour, no nervous
enthusiasm weakened the stability of their order ; their flashing eyes
were bent on the dark columms in their front; their measured tread
shook the ground; their dreadful volleys swept away the head of
every formation; their deafening shouts overpowered the dissonant
ories that broke from all parts of the tumultuous crowd, as slowly, and.
with a horrid carnage, it was pushed by the incessant vigour of the
abtack, to the farthest edge of the height. There the French reserve,
mixing with the strugg!fing multitude, endeavoured to sustain the
fight ; but the effort only mcreased the irremediable confusion’; the
. mighty mass gave way, and like a loosened cliff, went headlong down
the steep. The rain flowed after in streams discoloured with blood,
and fifteen hundred unwounded men, the remnant of six thonsand un.
gonquerable British soldiers, stood trimmphant on the fatel hill.” .
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close of the action, by Corporal Thomas Robingon.  The enemy
was pursued by the Allies to a considerable distance, and ds far
as it was considered prudent, with his immense superiority of
! cavalry, and Marshal Beresford contented himself with seeing
him driven across the Albubera.

Commencing at nine o’clock, the battle continued without
interruption until two in the afternoon, when the enemy having
been driven over the Albuhera, for the remainder of the day
there was but cannonading and skirmishing. :

It was observed during this sanguinary battle, that the British
dead, particularly the 57th. regiment, were lying as they fought,
in ranks, and every wound was in the front. This corps here
gained the name of the Die-hards. ,

On this memorable day the loss was very severe, but the
Hrench casualties were still greater. About two thousand dead
were left by them on the field, and nearly a thonsand prisoners
were taken. Five of their generals were killed and wounded.
'The British had Major-Gleneral Hoghton, thirty-three officers,
thirty-three sergeants, four drummers, and nine hundred an
seventeen rank and file killed.* '

Amongst ths ingtances of the defence and preservation of the
colours, the following are remarkable, and more especially that of
the 3rd., Buffs, for which a medal was struck. In the accounts of
the time, Knsign Walsh, of the 3rd. Foot, was reported to have
prevented the colour of the regiment from being taken by tearing,
when the staff of the colour wag broken by a cannou-ball, the
colour off and concealing it in his bosom. This staternent misled

*H Mustering the living and recording the dead became afterwards
our melancholy duty. = On reckoning our numbers, the 20th. regiment
had only ninety-six men, two captains, and a few subalterns remaining
out of the whole regiment ; the 57th, regiment had but a few more, and
were commanded out of action by the adjutant ; the first battalion of
the 48th, regiment suffered in like manmer; not a man of the brigade
wag prisoner ; not a colour wag lost, although an eloquent historian most
unwarrantably stated that the 57th. had lost theirs——the 57th lose their
colonrs [--never | | Major-General Hoghton, commanding the br};'ﬁia,de,
and Lieutennut-(}olone{ Duckworth, of the 48th. regiment, were killed ;
Lieutenant-Clolonel White, of the 29th. regiment, mortally wounded ;
Colonel Inglis, of the 5Tth., and Major Wy, of the 29th regiments, very
severely. = In fact, every field officer of the whole brigade was either
killed or wounded, so that at the close of the action the brigade re-
muined in command of a captain of the 48th. regiment, and singular
enough, that captain was a Frenchman (Cemetiore.) ‘
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‘the then C'ha,ncellor ot the Exchaquer whan he moved avote of

' thanks to the army, on the 7th. of June following, for its g«llantry

in this sanguinary battle.  The honour, however, was due to | :
' Lieutenant Latham, who preserved the regimental colour from

| falling into the enemy's hands in the following gallant manner ;-
While the Buffs were engaged with the French infantry, they

Were attacked in the vear by a large force of French and Polish ‘

‘cavalry. ' Ensign Thomas, who carried the second, or regimental

j _colour, was called upon to surrender ; but he replied that could .

~ only be with his life.  He fell, mortally wounded, a victim to his
 bravery, and the colour was captured. The first, or the king’s

colonr, was carried by Ensign Walsh ; the sergeants who protected
it had fallen in its defence, and this officer was pursued by several
Polish lancers. Lieutenant Latham saw the danger of the colour
_ being borne in triumph from the field by the enemy ; his soul

‘was alive to the honour of his corps, and he ran forward to pro-

‘tect it. Ensign Walsh was surrounded, wounded, and taken ‘

prisoner ; but Lieutenant Latham arrived at the spot in time to
 seize the colour, which he defended with heroic gallantry. En-
vironed by a crowd of assailants, each emulous of the honour of

its capture, and his body bleeding from wounds, Lieutenant

‘Latham clung with energetic tenacity to his precious charge,

defended himself with his sword, and refused to yield. A Fvench

 hussar, seizing the flag-staff, and raising in his stireups, ained af

. the head of the g allant Latham a blow which failed i cutting :

him down, but which sadly mutilated him, severing one gide of

the face and nose. ~ Although thus severely wounded, his resolute

spirit did not shrink, but bhe sternly and vigorously continued to

. struggle with the French horsemen, and, as they endeavoured to

‘drag the colony from him, he exclaimed, ¢ I will surrender it only

‘thh my life.” A sewm:'[‘ sabre stroke severed his left amm and

hand, in which he held the staff, from his body. He then dropped
| his sword, and, seizing the staff with his right hand, continued 0
struggle with his opponents until he was thrown down, tmmpled

‘upon, and pierced with lances ; but the number of his adversaries,

impected their efforts to destroy bim, and that moment the British
| eavalry came up and the French troopers fled. Lientenant Latham,

although desperately wounded, was so intent on preserving the

coloir, that he exerted the little strength he had left to remoye it
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. advanced, and, by a gallant effort, changed the fortune of the day.
' Sergeant Gough, of the first battalion of the 7th. Royal Fusiliers,
found the colour under Lieutenant Latham, who lay apparently

from the staff and to conceal it under him, The Fusilier btig}azdé" T

dead. ' The colour, for which so desperate a struggle had been ;

‘maintained, was restored to the Buffs, and the sergeant was!
rewarded with a commission, being, in consequence of his

gallant conduct, appointed ensign in the 2nd. West India

Regiment, on the 14th, of November, 1811. After lying
some time on the ground in a state of insensibility, Lieutenant
Latham revived and crawled towards the river, where he
was found endeavouring to quench his thirst. He was removed
to the convent, his wounds dressed, and the stump of his arm |
amputated : he ultimately recovered. Ensign Walsh escaped
from the enemy soon after he had been made prigoner.. When
recovered of his wounds, he joined his regiment, and made known
the circamstance of the colour having been thus preserved by
Tiotttenant Latham, The officers of the Buffy, with a readiness
which reflected great honour on the corps, subseribed one hundred

- guineas for the purchase of a gold medal, on which the preserva-.
tion of the colour by Lieutenant Latham was represented in high
relief, with the motto, “T will surrender it only with my life.”
Application was made to His Royal Highness the Commander-
in-Chief, by General Leigh, then Colonel of the 3rd. Foot, or the
Buffs, for the royal authority for Licutenant Latham to receive
and wear the medal, which was granted, in a letter dated Horse
Cluards, 4th. January, 1813. The medal was presented to this
gallant officer at Reading, on the 12th. of August following., An
operation was performed in 1815, by the celebrated surgeon,
Mr. Carpue, assisted by Asgistant John Morrison, M.D., of the
Buffs, to repair the mutilation of Captain Latham’s face, at the
suggestion of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent, who kindly
defrayed the expense of the operation and cure. Captain Latham
received, by authority of the royal warrant, a pension of one
hundred pounds a year, in consequence of the loss of his left arm,
and a further annual pension of seventy pounds on aceounnt of
his other severe wounds. He continued to serve in the 3rd.
regiment until the 20th. of April, 1820, when e exchanged to

half-pay, receiving the regulated difference.
K




Enmgn Ja.mes J ac son carmed the mgunenbal olour of the
Birth: at A.lbuhem. Soon after the action cormmenced. the ufﬁw
‘with the king's colowr was severely wounded, and the (:olour fell
to i ha g;round ‘when Ensign Jackson immediately directed one of
the uan -commissioned officers to pick it up, and taking it frqm‘
, hlm, gave the regimental colour to the sergeant, which he I'Btﬂ!t\ed"
‘ unhl an ofticer was brought to take charge of it. The lung’s
i calour, which ' Ensign Jackson carried, received  thicky ba.ﬁs
| ‘thvough ity and two others broke the pole and carried away the ‘7]
~ top. Nine balls passed through his clothes,  of which four | 0
wounded—one through the body. During the greatest part of
the battle the hostile lines were less than one hundred yards
from each other Rrevet-Major James Jackson was placed on
ret;red full pay as captain, 57th. regiment, on the 26th. of June,
1841 and was promoted to the brevet rank of Llemtenam Colonel
n the 28th. of November, 1854,
' Marshal Soult retired after ‘the battle to the O‘round he had
" been previously on, and dnrtng the night of the 17th. he com-
. menced his retreat towardq Sevﬂle, leaving Badajoz to its fate.

ol

MgpAL FOR ALBUHERA,

TH.E medal for the battle of Albuhem was the same as ths,t
(mnferred for other actions of this period, and of which an illus- i
tration is given for Talavera ; but there appears also to have been

‘one awarded by the cipmnsh monzuch for in a letter, dated
Comesse, 2nd. July, 1816, addressed to Marshal Lord Beresford.
i C.B, the Duke of Wellington wrote, ©“ You should recommend
fm‘ the Spanish medal for Albubers, according to the rules laid
down by the King of Spain, for the grant of it, 1T think it should
‘be given only to those who were there, and actually £ngaged il
When the silver war medal was authorized, it is almost super- | i
,‘ﬂu(ms to state that a bar was granted for this victory.




CAPTURE OF JAVA.

AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER, 1811,

Tan British government resolved to complete its dominion
in the Hast, by the conquest of the island of Jawa, of whmh
the Dutch had held undisturbed possession for more than one
, 'hundle«i yoars,  The extent of the island,—six hundred and
L forty miles long, and about a hundred broad; the luxuriant
‘ and fertile character of the soil, the x{‘%un) ain districts yielding
the vegetables and grain of Europe, and the plaing the delicious -
fruits and other vegetable productions of the East in a,bundance,
. without the necessity of laborious tillage, and to so great an
| extent, as to occasion it to be sometimes called the granary
of the BEast; rendered the island of Java a valuable acquisition
to the United Provindes, and its principle city, Batavia, was
‘the capital of the Dutch settlements in the Bast Indies. Hol-
land having become @ part of that empire which Napoleon;“"
| was formmg to prepare the way for universal dominion, it
bemme necessary to deprive the Dutel of thls large zmd fertﬂe”
igland. ‘
Lord Minto, the GO‘vern0r~(}-elierfil of India, planned the ex-
pedition, and in order to carry out his idea, gave orders for |
the eollection of & number of troops at Madras. The sqnadron
was placed under Rear-Admiral the Honourable Robert Stop-
ford, and the land forces were commanded by Lientenant-
General Sir Samuel Auchmuty ; whilst his lordship determmed

| to accompany the arniament, :
| A landing was effected on the 4th. of August, 1811 ‘at
Chillingching, within twelve miles east of Batavia, which was
taken possession of on the 8th. of that month ‘without. oppo-
gition. The possession of chtav-la was of the utmosb 1mportmmb.
Although large storehouses of publie property were burnt pro-
wvious to the retreat of the eénemy, and every effort made to
destroy the remainder, some valuable granaries and other stores’
were preserved. During the night of the 8th, a feeble attempt
was made by the enemy to cut off a small guard, which had
‘been sent for the security of the place; but the troops of the
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advance had reinforced the pafty early in the eveding, :apd i

| the attack was repulsed. The advance under Colovel (after-

 wards Major-General Sii; Robert Rollo) Gillespie occupied the
_city on the 9th. of August. | Al
! On the 10th. & sharp affair took place with the élite of

| leneral Jansen’s army ; the British had advanced from Batavia,

and found three thousand select men of the Gallo-Batavian troops.
in & strong position ab Weltervroeden, defended by abattis; this
© post was stormed and carried at the point of the bayoneb by
the troops under Colonel Gillespie, many of the enemy being

killed, and their guns gaptured ; the remainder vetreated to
_ the entrenched position ab Cornelis, between the great river
 Jacatra and the deep aqueduct of Blokan, neither of which was
. fordable. In this affair the grenadier compauy of ithe 78th.
“and the detachment of the 89th. regiment, were jparticillarly

 distinguished in charging and capturing their adversaries ar-
. tillery., The British loss was trifling compaved with that of
their opponents, which was estimated at about five hundred

men, with Brigadier-Gleneral Alberti dangerously wounded.

Although success had thus attended the British troops, further -

| progress became extremely difficult, and somewhat doubtful.
/The position of the foe was oxtremely formidable.  Seven
redoubts, and many batteries, mounted with heavy ¢annon,

occupied the most commanding ground within the lines, the
whole of the works being defended by a pumerous and well-

. [ organized artillery.  As  the season was oo far adyanced,

‘the heat so violent, and the number of troops insufficient
to admit of regular approaches, the only alternative was to
attempt to carry the works by assault, and in aid of this
design, some batteries were erected for the purpose of dis-
abling the principal redoubt; a heavy fire was kept up by the
British for two days, from twenty eighteen-pounders and eight
| mortars and howitzers. Their execution was great, and although
answered at the commencement of each day by a far more ©
numerous  artillery, the nearest batteries were daily silenced,
. and every part of the position wag considerably disturbed.

7 A%t dawn on the g26th. of August, the assault. on Clomelis
| was made. To Colonel Gillespie, a gallant and experienced
| officer, the attack was entrusted. He had the infantry of the




‘advance and the grenadmrs of the! Ina with Ium, emd was

supported by Colonel Gibbs, with the 59th. regiment and the

fourth battalion of Bengal Volunteers. They were intended, -

if possible, to surprise the redoubt, No. 3, constructed beyond
the Slokan, to endeavour to cross the budg’e over that stream

with the fugitives, and then to assault the redoubts within the
lines, Clolonel Gillespie attacking those to the left, and Colonslii/ - o0
Gibbs to ‘the right. = Lieutenant-Colonel William Macleod,
with six companies’of the 69th., was directed to follow a path :
on the bauk of the great river, and when the attack had

commenced on the Slokan, to endeavour to possess himself of
the left redoubt, No. 2. Major Tule, with the flunk corps of
the reserve, reinforced by two troops of cavalry, four guny of
horse artillery, two companies of the 69th. and the grenadiers

. of the reserve, was to attack the corps at Campong Maylayo,
on the west of the great river, and endeavour to cross the

bridge at that post.
The remainder of the army, under V[a,]m -(teneral (afterwards

General Sir Frederick) Wetherall, was at the batteries, where HUAY
a column under Colonel Wood, consisting of the 78th. regi- i
ment and the fifth volunteer battalion; was directed to advance
against the enemy in . front, and at a favourable moment,

when aided by the other attacks, to force his way, if prac-
ticable, and open the position for the line.  Gleneral Jangens

was fully prepared for the conflict, and was in the redoubts
when it commenced.  After a long detour through & elose

and intricate country, Colonel Gillespie came on the enemy’s

advance, routed it in an instant, and, under a heavy fire of

grape and musketry, rapidly possessed himgelf of the advaneed
redoubt, No, 3. Passing the bridges with the fugitives, under
a, tremendous fire, he assaulted and carried with the bayonet
the redoubt No, 4, after a very obstinate resistance.  Here

the two divisions of the columns separated. Colonel Glibhs

turned to the right, and with the 59th, and a portion of the
78th,, which had now forced their way in front, carried the
redoubt No. 1. At the instant of its capture an explosion of

the magazine occurred, which destroyed a number of officers

and men who were crowded on its ramparts, which the foe
had abandoned. The redoubt No. 2, against which Lieutenant-




484 Droose WAR MEDAIS

. Colonel William Macleod’s (69th. Foot) attack was directed, was
 carried in equally gallant style, but that officer fell in the mo-
. ment of victory. The front of the position being thus open, :
_ the assailants rushed in from every quarter.* The cavalry,
. towards the rear, and horse artillery forced a passage through
. the lines, the fort of Cornelis was carried, and the British
_ wete trinmphant at every point. Nearly two thousand of the
enemy wore killed, and about five thousand prisoners were
' taken, including three general officers. R ‘
(everal Jansens, with about fifty horse, the remmant of his .
_‘ army of ten thousand men, escaped into the interior, ywhere,
| having collected a small force, he wmade a feeble attempt
\ab further resistance, which resulted in the surrender of him-
- self and his troops in September, with the island of Java
' and its dependencies, ‘to the British arms.  This valuable

but was vestoved to Holland at the termination of the war,
by the treaty of Vienna, in 1814.% .

* & During the operations on the right, Colonel Gillespie pursued his
advantage to the lott, careying the enomy's redoubts towards the rear,
and being joined by Lieutcnsnt-Colonel Alexamder M'Leod, of the
59th,, with part of that corps, he divected him to attack the park of

artillery, which that officer carried in a4 most masterly manner, putting
to flight a body of the enemy’s cavalry that formed and attempted to
defend it. A sharp five of musketry was now kept p by a strong body
|| of the enemy, who had taken post in the lines in front of Fort Cornelis,

. but were driven from them, the fort taken, and the enemy completely

dispersed,  They were pursued by Colonel Gillespie, with the' 14dth,
 regiment, a party of Sepoys, and the seamen from the batteries under
Captain Sayer, of the Royal Wavy. By this time the cavalry and horge
| artillery had effected n passage through the lines, the former comman-
" ded by Major Travers, and the latter by Captain Noble ; 4nd, with the.
. gallant Colonel at their head, the pursuit was continued, till the whole
| of the enemy's army was killed, taken, or dispersed. Major Tule's
. attack was equally spirited, but, after routing the enemy’s forco ab
- Campong Maylayo, and killing many of them, he found the bridge on
fire, and whas unable to penctrate further,”—Zieutenunt:General St
Samuel Auchmuty's despatoh. |

"'f‘After the capture of Java the 14th. regiment remained on the

portion of the interior, trusting to his power, and the strength of his
fortified palace, at Djocjocarta, meditated the expulsion of all uorg-
peang from the island, and committed aggressions of which it became
necessary to stop the progress, Lo effiect this, his palace was captired
by storm on theé morning of the 20th, June, 1812 5 on. which ocoasion the
| 14tk had another oceasion of distinguishing themselves. Lieutenant~

 island was annexed to the dominions of the British crown,

dsland €or some time.  The Sultan of Mavaram, who govetened a |




‘ subsequently authomzed for ' the several servwes .speCLﬁ “
age 58 the WOrd J AV‘A was mseubed on one of the ba‘

E:IECE OF CIUDAD RODRI
JANUARY, 1812

‘AS soon ag hhe trmps had ruovered from theu' s1ckness
fangue, Vlscount Wellmgton determmed the siege of
Rodngo, which place was approached on the Bth of Ja
1812, It was | nob, however, regularly mVested for

diwswn only erossed on that da,y \The, French garr. n
t.he Franclsco redoubt considered tho affair merely as one
i observatmn, and amused themselves with bowing and salu

_ the new comers. At night a party was formed from eac
. regiment: of the above division, under Lleutenaut (Jolon‘
Jolin Colborne, of the band, and the redoubt was stormed
 the conduct of this oﬁicer, and of the detachment, was hlghl
applauded in the oiﬁcml  despatches.

~ Viscount Wellington, in the afternoon of the 141711

4 January, opened fire from twenty-two pieces of ordnane

" three batteries in the first parallel, and the British esta,bli

, themqelves in bhe second parallel on tha same n1ght sy
I tenant-Geneml Grabam facilitated  this ‘measure byuham g
b sm*pnaed the enemy’s detachment in the convent of

Lmz on, the mght of the 13th a,nd Magor Greneial the ,

:‘Golonel Wsmson (now Gene:ral Sir J arnes W’ataen, K 0 B and Ooloml
. of the 14th.) communded the main atitack, and 'the gfrenadmrs of the
‘ reg-zment headed thie assmlt vnth their usual gaﬂantry )

i
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Honourable Charles Colville, in temporary command of the

 fourth division, had, on the night of the 14th., obtained

‘possession of the convent of S, Francisco, and of the other
fortified posts of the suburb. The latter service was gallantly
performed by Lieutenant-Colonel Harcourt, with the 40th.
regiment, which remained from that period in the suburb of
Bt. Francisco, and materially assissted in the attack on that
side of the place. The,siege was. prosecuted with such vigour,
that on the 19th. of the same month, two practicable breaches
having been made in the body of the pléce, the British com.
mander resolved to carry it by storm.

. The assault was made on the evening of Sunday, the 19th,
of January, in five separate columus. Brigadier-Gleneral Pack,
who was destined to make a false attack upon the southern

dace of the fort, converted it into a real one, his advance
guard, under the command of Major Lynch, having followed
the enemy’s troops from the advanced works into the Jausse
braye, where all opposed to them were made prisoners,

Major Ridge, of the second battalion of the ' sth, Fusil-
liers, having escaladed the Jausse-braye wall, gstormed the
breach in the body of the place, together with the 94th,
regiment, (Scots Brigade,) commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel
Campbell.  These regiments not only effectually covered the
advance from the trenches of Major-Gleneral Mac Kinnon’s
brigade, by their first movements and operations, but pre-
, ceded it in the attack,

 Major-Glenerals  Craufurd and Vandeleur, and the troops of
the light division on the left, were likewise very forward on
that side; and in less than half an hour from the time the
attack commenced, the British troops were in possession of,
and formed on, the ramparts of the place, each body contig-
. uous to the other. The enemy, having sustained a considerable
loss in the contest then submitted.

The British casualties were severe, especially in officers of
high rank and estimation.  During the siege, and in the
agsault, nine officers and one hithdred and sixty-nine men
were killed, seventy officers and seven hundred and forty-
eight men wounded; in all nine hundred and ninety-six.
Major General Mac Kinnon way blown up by the accidental
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| “éx‘p‘losidn of one of the énemy’s | expense magazines, clo&eutd‘f i
_ the breach, after having gallantly and successfully led the

troops under him to the attack. Major-Generals Craufurd am‘i“ :
Vandeleur were wounded, the former severely, whilst leading
‘on the light division to the storm ; Lieutenant-Colonel Colborne,
of the 52nd. Light Infantry,* who was severely wounded,
and Major (afterwards Sir Cleorge) Napier, who led the
storming party of the light division, also wounded on the
top of the breach, and lost an arm. The garrison likewise
‘sustained  severe loss, and was reduced fo 'one thousand
seven hundred men. ‘
| Viscount Wellington specially praised the troops of the first,
. third, fourth, and light divisions, and Brigadier-General Pack’s
brigade, by whom the siege was ecarried on. = His lordship
added :—“The conduet of all parts of the third division, in the
operations which they performed with so much gallantry and
exactness on the evening of the 19th., in the dark, affords
the strongest proof of the abilities of Lieutenant-General
Picton and Major-Gieneral Mac Kinnon by whom they were
diceeted and led ; and I beg particularly to draw your Lord- !
ship’s attention to the conduct of Lieutenant-Clolonel O'Toole,
ond. Cagadores, Major Ridge, 5th. Foot, Lieutenant-Colonel
Campbell, 94th,, Major Manners, 74th., and of Major Grey,
bth. Foot, who has been twice wounded during this siege.

“It is but justice also to the third division to report,
that the men who performed the sap belonged to the 45th.,
. 74th, and 88th, regiments, under the command of Captain
M'Leod, of the Royal Engineers, and Captain Thompson, of
the  74th., Lientenant Beresford, of the 88th. (Connaught
Rangers), and TLieutenant Metcalf, of the 45th. (Sherwood ‘
Foresters) ; and they distinguished themselves not less in the |\
storm of the place than they had in the performance of their
laborious duty during the siege. L

* Although it did mot fall to the lot of the troops of the

¢ Lieutenant Gurwood, (afterwards the editor of the ‘Wellington.
Dispatches,) of the 52nd., who led the forlom hope, took the Hyench
Governor, General Barrié, prisoner in the citadel,  Tiord Wellington
presented Lieutenant Gutswood with the sword of General Barrié on
the breach by which CGturwood had entered, —a fitting and proud com-
pliment to a young soldier of fortune ! :
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3"' ﬁrst and fourth dnnsmm to bnng these Operatmns to ﬁheu"
| successful | close, they distinguished themselves throughout

| their. progress, by the patience and perseverance with which o

‘they pgrformed the labours of the siege. The brigade of
. Guards, under Major-General H. Oampbell was pa,rtmul&rly;
‘distinguished in this respect.” .

The British commander was advanced to the dignity. of an

Barly with an annuity of two thousand pounds. Parliament it

voted its thanks to him and his gallant army. This suceess

also gained for him, from the Spanish government, the title

of Duke of Ciudad Rodrigo. i
The  bth., 43rd.,  45th., 52nd., 60th., 74th, 77th., 83rd,
' 8sth,, 94th. 1‘efrlments, and Rlﬂe Blldctde, were engaged m‘
: the captme of Cliudad Rodngo.

SIEGE OF BADAJOZ.
17th. MARCH AND 6TH., APRIL, 1812.

Tar formidable fortress of Ciudad Rodrigo having been captured

. with such nnlooked-for rapidity, astonished the French Cieneral,
who had assembled an army of sixty thousand men for its relief,
which now again returned to its winter quarters. As soon as the
‘breaches were repaired, and the place put in a state of defence,

~ the Earl of Wellington undertook, for the third time, the siege of

. Badajoz. The preparations for this service had been carmed. on
| with extraordinary secrecy, and were completed about the begm-
. ning of March, when the army broke up from its oantonmenm in
. the mneighbourhood of Almeida, and, moving with the gteatest :
‘rapidity, arrived before Badajoz on the 16th. of that month when
the place was invested by the third, fourth, and light divi-
sions,  An advanced post, the Picurina, was taken by storm on the
25th., and on the following day two breaching batteries opened“
fire on the town, )
On the 6th of April three breaches were considered practluabla, i
and orders were issued for the assault, It was determined to




| hssault the castle of Badajoz by escalade. Accordingly the attack
' was made on the night of the 6th. of April, at ten o'clock. Major- :
' Gleneral Kempt's brigade* Jed, and he was wounded in crossing
. the River Rivillas, below the inundation. Notwithstanding this
‘circumstance and the obstinate resistance of the enemy, the castle.
was carried by escalade, and the third division (known as the
. “Fighting Third”) established tllé;‘eimx about half-past eleven. |
i Meanwhile Major Wilson, of the 48th. regiment, carried the ravelin||
- of 8t Roque, with a detachment of two hundred men of the guard, |
in the trenches, and, with the aid of Major Squire, of the Hngi:
neers, he established himself within that work. Ll i
. The fourth and light divisions were not perceived by the enemy
- until they reached the covered way, and the advanced guards of
‘ . the two divisions descended without ditficulty into the ditch, pro-
| tected by the fire of the parties stationed on the glaeis for thw(‘)
' | purpose.  They advanced to the assault of the breaches, led by
. their gallant officers, with the ntmost intrepidity ; bub such was
 the nature of the obstacles prepared by the garrison at the top
”j an behind ‘the breaches, and so determined the resistance, t“h‘at‘
. the assailants could not establish themselves within the place.
\ Many brave officers and soldiers were killed or wounded by ex- !
; plosions at the top of the breaches, and others who succeeded to |
. them were compelled to give way. Repeated attempts were mads
till after twelve at night, when the Earl of Wellington, seeing that
| sucoess was not to be attained, and that Lieutenant-General Pi,ctor;
. was established in the castle, the fourth and light divisions were .

" At its head marched the 45th regiment, supporting the advanced
storming party, composed of the flank companies of the division and
the 83rd. regiment. | Few more desperate conflicts ave on record than
that which took place.  Afterrepeated assaults the escalade was effected,

| and the place carried. ‘ ‘ ; e it

Lisutenant M Pherson, of the 45th., thongh wounded previous to his
ascending the ladders in the escalade, was distinguished in hauling
down the French flag from the staft of the citadel, which being bronght |
b0 Major Grreenwell, who commanded the regiment, he ordered a jacﬁet i

" of the 45th. to be substituted, in its place, acting upon the well-known
adage of-—* exchange no robibery.”” " It had been a point of emulation |
amongst the different regimerits during the siege, which should have
the honour of striking the French flag, and spiking a certain gun in

' the castle, which had been particularly offensive during the operations s
| the 45th. had the good fortune to do both. il Gl

o
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ordered to the ground on which they had first assembled for the
attack.. i il

Major-General Leith in the meantime had pushed forward
Major-General Walker’s brigade on the left, supported by the 38th.,
under Lieutenant-Colonel Nugent, and the 15th. Portnguese regi-
ment, under Lieutenant-Colonel Do Rego; and he had madea
false attack upon the Pardaleras, with the 8th. Cagadores, under.
Major Hill. Major-General Walker forced the barrier on the road
of Olivenca and entered the covered way on the left of the bastion
of St. Vicente, close to the Guadiana. There he descended into
the ditch, and escaladed the face of that bastion. ‘

This proceeding was supported by Lieutenant-Gleneral TLeith,
with the 38th., and the 15th. Portuguese regiment ; and the British
troops being thus established in the castle, which commanded all
the works of and in the town; and the fourth and light divisions
being formed again for the attack of the breaches, all resistance
censed. At daylight in the morning of the 7th. of April, the
Governor, General Philippon, who had retired to Fort Bt. Chris-
toval, surrendered, together with the whole garrison, which con-
sisted of five thousand men at the commencement of the siege, of
whom one thousand two hundred were killed or wounded during
the operations, besides those lost in opposing the assault.  About
three thousand five hundred prisoners were captured, being all
that survived of the gallant garrison,

The regiments present at the capture of Badajos, were the 4th.;
5th., 7th., 23rd., 27th., 30th,, 38th., 40th., 43rd., 44th,, 45th., 48th.,
52nd., 60th,, 74th,, 77th., 83rd., 88th., 94th., and Rifle Brigade.

This success cost the British and Portuguese the following heavy
casualties —Seventy-two officers, fifty-one sergeants, two drum-
merg, and nine hundred and ten rank and file killed ; three
hundred and six officers, two hundred and sixteen sergeants,
seventeen drummers, and three thousand two hundred and forty-
eight rank and file wounded. No wonder that the Iren Duke
wept, when he saw that the glory of the capture was purchaged at

guch a price. } :
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. BATTLE OF SALAMANCA.
j 298D, JuLy, 1812,

ON the 17th, of June, the forts at Salamanca were invested by
the sixth division, and operations commenced by the light com-
panies thereof, under Colonel Samuel Venables Hinde, of the

 39nd. 1'egimeht. The remainder of the army was formed in order
~ of battle on the heights of San Christoval, in front of Salamanca,
from the 20th. to the 28th. of June, to meet Marshal Marmont,
who advanced with forty thousand men to relieve the forts.
| They were attacked without success on the 23rd, and carried on
the 27th. of June, by a party under the command of Lieutenant-
Colonel Daviss, of the 36th. regiment. Several skirmishes anc
changes of position occurred. The Earl of Wellington advanced
in pursuit of the French Marshal, who, having received rein-
forcements, crossed the Douro, and the allies retived, skilfully
mancetvring and taking up different positions in presence of the

enemy, until the 21st., when they reached the ground they had Sl

formerly occupied, on the height of San Christoval, y
Shortly after daylight on the 92nd. of July, detachments from
hoth armies attemptec to obtain possession of the more distant
from the allied right of the two hills called Dos Amptles In this
attempt the enemy succeeded, his detachment being the strongest;
by which success the French position was matevially strungbhened
and they had in their power increased means of fmnoymg that of
their opponents. /
The light troops of the seventh division, and the 4fh. Caga-
dores, belonging to Major -Gleneral Pack’y brigade, were engaged
in the morning with the enemy on the height of Nuestra Senora
de 1a Pena, on which they maintained themselves throughont the
day. The improved position of the French réndered it nacessai‘y
for the Earl of Wellington to extend the right of hig army en
poteénce to the heights behind the village of Arapiles, and to
oceupy it with light infantry ; here the fourth division, under the
command of Lieutenant-Gieneral the Honourable Lowry Oole,
was placed.
A variety of evolutions and movementa havmg been made
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by’ the French Marshal, he proceeded to caffy out his iﬂah" ab

b

#wo o'clock in the afternoon ; and u‘n‘der“cc‘)ver of a veryheavy =
cannonade, which did but little injury, he extended hig et nd 7

 moved forward his army, apparently with an intention to em-
 brace, by the position of his troops, and by his fire, the British

post on that of the two Arapiles, and thence to attack and break

the line ; or at all events to render difficult any movements to the
. right. This extension of the Trench line to their left, and its
advance upon the allied right, gave the British commander an
oppoftunity of  attacking him, for whick he had long beeﬁ i

snxions. “The attack of the third division,” says Lord London:

derry, in his ¢ S‘nbry of the Peninsula War,” “was not only ’ﬂié’ ,
most spirited, but the most perfect thing of the kind that modern
times have witnessed. Regardless alike of a charge of cavalry

_ and of the murderous fire which the enemy's batteries opened, on
~ went these fearless warriors, horse and foot, without check or |

' pause, until they won the ridge, and then the infantry giving' |
their volley, and the eavalry falling on, gword in hand, the French
were pierced, broken, and discomfited. = So close indesd was the

struggle, that in several instances the British ‘colours were seen |

waving over the heads of the enemy’s battalions,” :

The British General, in his despatch, observed that ¢ Major-

. (leneral the Honourable Hdward Pakenham® formed the third
division across the enemy’s flank,' and ' overthrew everything

 opposed to him. ' These troops were supported in the most
. gallant style by the Portugnese cavalry, undey Brigadier-General
1’ Urban, and Lieutenant-Colonel Hervey's squadrons of the

14th., who successtully defended every attempt made by the
_enemy on the flank of the third division.” :
| Tu front the French were attacked by Brigadier-(}eneml’Bija,d‘-

ford’s brigade, the fourth and fifth divisions, and the cavalry
under Lieutenant-Gleneral Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bart., and, were

driven from one height to another,  The cavalry made a mosb

* On the enemy’s commencing to: give way, & Fremch officer picked
up a fivelock, thrown down by one of his men, and levelled it av Major-
(renoral the Honourable Bdward Pakenham; the plece missed fire,
when the intrepid officer snatched up another, fmg presented 'it, on
which Corporal Patrick Cavanagh, of the 45th., advanced out of the

yanks, shot the officer, and saved the general ; Yut both parties were
now g0 near, that in the act of firing the Corporal was himself shot,

W
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uccessful charge against a body of French infantry, which they
sréhrew, and cub to pieces. In this charge Major-Cleneral Le
Marchant was killed. The sixth division, under Major-Cleneral
| Clinton, was ordered up at a critical period to reliéve the fourth
division, which had been heavily pressed, and the battle was soon
 restored to its former success, ‘ e
B ;The‘ enemy’s right, reinforced by the troops which had fled
. from his left, and by those which had by this time retired from
o the Arapiles, still continued to vesist ; and while ofher eorps were
directed to turn the right, the sixth division,* supported by the
- third and fifth, attacked the front. It was dark before this point;
was carried by the sixth division, and the enemy then flod through
the woods towards the Tormes. The pursuit was made by the
first and light divisions, and Major-General William  Anson’s ;
brigade of the fourth division, and some squadrons of cavalry,
_ under Licutenant-General Sir Stapleton Cotton, Bait.; but the b
| darkness of the night enabled many of the enemy to escape, and
‘ ~was unfortunately the cause of Sir Stapleton being wounded by
© . one of the allied sentries. The same troops renewed the pursuit
. at break of day the next morning, with Major-Gienerals Bock’s
. and Anson’s brigades of cavalry, which had joined during the
. night.  On coming up with the enemy’s rear-guard of cavalry and
infantry near La Serna, they were at once attacked by the two

L

* The 11th, and 6lsb. regiments specially distinguished themgelyves
on this occasion; evening was: fast approaching, and the legions of'
Napoleon wete retrating in much disorder, when the French divigion,
eommanded, by (feneral Maucune, made a determinad stand to cover
[the retreat of the broken battalions: then ensued a desperate musketry

agtion in the dark. ' 'The diticulty of the ascert gave the enemy'y
division, formed on the summit, » ‘decided advantage ; but at lengtl
Maueune’s battalions swere forced from the height. = Of Major-Genenal
Hulse's brigade, (the 1lth., 53rd., and 61st.,) only nine officers and |
three hundred men remained, which were formed on the following day
ingo one battalion, A round shot (probably fired ot the colouxs of the
11th.,) took the heads off the two sergeants, posted betweon. the colours,

- and ot a black man who beat the oymbals in the band, and who was in |
rear of them, withount injuring either of the officers carrying the |

- colours ; one of them (Endign Scott) was afterwards killed,  The colonr
party of the 6lat. regiment, being all shot down, the colours wers
seizad by Privates Crawford and Coulson, who carried them till the close

' of the battle.  Crawford wis made a sergeant on the field, and the
same rank was offered to Coulsany, who declined it, saying that he was
already over rewarded by the cheers and congratulations of his coma
rades.  The regiment went into action Wwith 27 officers and 420 men,

- and at the close of the fight had only 3 officers and 78 men left,
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 brigades of clragooné ; the French cavalry fled, leaving the
infantry to their fate. The gallant charge made on the infantry
hy the heavy brigade of the King’s German Legion, under Major
Gleneral Bock, which was completely successful, was highly com-
mended ; the whole body of infantry, consisting of three battalions
" of the French firsh division, were made prisoners on this occasion.

Tleven pieces of cannon, several ammunition waggons, two
eagles, and six colours were captured ; one general, three colonels, ‘
three lieutenant-colonels, one hundred: and thirty officers, and
about seven thousand soldiers were taken prisoners. Marshal
Marmont was badly wounded, and lost an arm ; four general

_officers were killed, and several wounded.

The British loss was in all four thousand nine hundred and
sixty-four killed and wounded. Major-General Le Marchant was
killed ; Field-Marshal 8ir W. C. Beresford, K.B, Lieutenant-
(lenerals Sir Stapleton Cotton- Leith,and the Honourable George
Lowry Cole, and Major-General Victor Alten were amongst the
wounded. The French loss was still more considerable.

This victory was followed by the surrender of Madrid to the
allies, who entered that city on the 12th. of August, and were joy-
fully received by the inhabitants, The title of Marquis was con-
ferred on the Earl of Wellington.

The following regiments took part in the victory of Halamanca :
5th Dragoon Guards, 8rd, 4th., 11th., ,14th., and 16th. Light

. Dragoons ; 1st., 2nd., 4th., 5th,, 7th,, 9th., 11th,, 23rd., 24th., 27th.
s0th., 32nd., 36th., 38th., 40th., 43rd, 44th., 45th, 48th., 5lst,
sond., 53rd., 58th, 60th., 6lst, 68th., v4th., 79., 83rd., 88th., and
94th. TFoot, and Rifle Brigade. ‘

CAPTURE OF FORT DETROIT.
Avgusr, 1812.

Tew negotiations between the British Government and the
United States of America, which had several times been broken
off and renewed, ultimately terminated on the 18th of June, 1812,
by the latter declaring war, Their first design was the conguest
of Canada, and early in July the American commander, Brigadier-
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Genelal Hul] invaded that country, by cro%smg the Detrmt Rlver

'~ on the 12th. of that month, with two thousand three hundred
en, consxstmg of regular cavalry and infantry, and militia, with
several field pieces ; having driven in the militia towards Am-
herstsburg, he advanced to Sandwich, and afterwards approached

the former place with a part of his army to the River Clunard,

about five miles from the fort, where he was foiled in three

attempts to cross that river, which cost him a considerable loss.

The garrison of Amherstsburg at that time consisted of a subal-
tern’s detachment of the royal artillery, commanded by Lieutenant
Troughton, a detachment of three hundred men of the 4ist. regi-

ment, under Claptain Muir, and about the same number of militia,

the whole commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Saint George, the

district inspecting field officer of militia.  Some skirmishes oct
curred between the troops under the latter officer, and the enemy
upon the River Canard, which uniformly terminated in his being

repulsed with loss.  Major-Gleneral Isaac Brock detached a force
down the River Thames, capable of acting in conjunction with
the garrison of Amherstsburg offensively, but Captain Chambers
who had been appointed to direct this detachment, experienced
 difficulties that frustrated the design ; whereupon Colonel Proctor
was ordered to assnme the command, and his force was soon after
increased with sixty men of the 41st, regiment. Meanwhile the
most strenuous exertions were made ; and voluntary offers of ser-
vice were received from that portion of the embodied militia the
most easily connected.  The Attorney-Greneral, John M'Donell,
Esq., acted as provincial aide-de-camp to Major-General Brock,

and other gentlemen of the first character and influence evinced.

similiar devotion,
A sufficiency of boats being collected at Long Point for the
conveyance of three hundred men, the embarkation took place on

the 8th. of August, and in five days the troops arrived at Amhersts-

burg. The jndicions arrangement which had been adopted im-
mediately upon the arrvival of Colonel Proctor, of the 41st., com-
pelled the Americans to retreat and take shelter under the gung

of the fort ; that officer commenced operations by sending strong

detachments across the river, with a view of cutting off the enemy’s

communications with his reserve. This produced two smart

skirmishes on the sth and 9th of August, in both of which the
L
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"YAmerlcans suﬂ'ered consldemble loss ; the Britlsh had only thrse

b ‘:“,kllled and thirteen wounded, amongst the latter were Oaptafni '

_ Muir and Lieutenant Sutherland, of the 41st. regiment. Battenaa

‘had likewise been commenced opposite Fort Detroit, for one
eighteen-pounder, two twelve, and two five and a half-inch mortars |
all of which were opened on the evening of the 15th. of Angust, i

Brigadier-General Hull having been previously summoned to sur- ‘

 render, and though opposed by a well-directed fire from seven

twenty-four pounders, such was their construction, under the a,ble i

directions of Captain Dixon, of the royal engineers, tha,’c 10 m;ury
was sustained therefrom.

. Major-Cieneral Brock having collected the force at }u‘s d}%po%al
[ during the 1 15th, of August in the neighbourhood of Sandwich,
| llithe (‘mhaxkatloxl commenced a little after daylight on the fol-

lowing morning, and by the able arrangements of Tieutenant G

Dewar, of the quartermaster-general’s department, the whole
| landed at Spring awell, about three miles west of Detroit, The
Indians, who in the meantime had effected a la,ndmrf two miles
below, moyed forwasd and oceupied the woods, about o mile
and a hmlf o the British left. The force which was instantly
| directod to march against the enemy, consisted of thirty royal
artillery, two hundred and fifty of the 4lst. regiment, fifty
Raya,l Newfoundland regiment, four hundred militia, and aboiit
six hundred Indiaus, to which were attached three six-pounders,
‘and two three-pounders. The troops afterwards advanced. to
within one mile of the fort, when an assaunlt was determined
upon. Brigadier-Gieneral Hull however, prevented this move-
‘ment, by proposing a cessation of hostilities, for the purpose
of preparing terms of capmulatwn. The American troops that
‘sunendered donsisted ‘of two thousand five hundred men, and
were divided into two troops of cavalry'; one company of ar-
| tillery regulars ; the 4th, United States regiment : detachments
. of the 1st.and 3rd. United {States regiment, volunteers ; three
regiments of the Ohio militia ; and one regiment of the Mmhlgan
territory. Thirty-three pieces of brass and iron ordnance thad

already been secured.  This capitulation wiis concluded at

Detroit on the 16th. of August, 1812, and the 41st. foot bears

 the name of the fort on the regimental colour, likewise the

69th. its linked battalion. The medal umnted for this serv u’m ‘
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War-me&al bemg 1ssued a clasp was added commemoratwa
the foregomg events. ‘ | i
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BATTLE OF VITTORIA.

2181, JUNE, 1813,

ON the night of the 19th. of June, 1813, the French troops,
commanded by Joseph Buonaparte, having Marshal Jourdahﬁ}@x.
the Major-General of the army, took up a position in front o s
| Vittoria, the left resting upon the heights which end at Lia Pueblw /
&e Arvfmuon and exfending thence across the valley of the
 Zadorra, in front of the vﬂlage of Arinez. The Marquis of
. Wellington reconnoitred the enemy’s position on the 20th., with
 design’ of giving him battle on the following morning, if he
~should still remain in it, and accordingly on the 21st. of Junej
i ordeared an attack to be made on three separate points-—-Lieus
tenant-Gleneral Sir Rowland Hill, with the ‘second  division,
was to assail the French left at La Puebla; with Lieutenant-
General Sir Thowmas Graham, with the first 'md fifth dstlons,:,'
was to malke a wide detour to the left, and crossmg the Za-
| dorra at Vattona, to attack their right, and to cut off their retreat' ‘
by the great road to Bayonne. The centre, consisting of the"
fourth and light divisions, (under Lord Wellington hnmelf,) ‘
on the right, and the third and seventh, (under Fieutenant:
| General Lord Dalhousie,) on the left, was to pass the brldges», ‘
in front, and attack as soon as the movements on the flanks
should be executed. 'The troops moved from the camp on S
Bayas at day-break ; and the operations of the day commenced
. by Lieutenant-Gleneral Sir Rowland Hill obtaining possession
'  of the heights of Ta Puebla. The enemy soon diseoveredithe
1mport5mce of these heights, and reinforced their troops to such
_an oxtent, that the Tientenant-General was obliged to detach
first the 71st. regiment and the light ' infantry battalion of
MAJor-Greneml Walker's brigade, under the command of Iieu-
. tenant-Clolonel the Honowrable Henry Cadogay, and successively
other. troops to the same point. The allies not only gained,
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i but mamtfuned possessmn of theqe 1mp0rtant helghi;& throughout ‘
 their operations, notmthstanding the strenuous efforts made by
 the enemy to retake them. TLieutenant-Colonel Cadogan was
| here mortally wounded, The contest was thus at first chiefly

on the extreme right and left, because, on account 'of the

 rngged mnature of the ridges they had to pass, the left centre
column, (third and seventh divisions,) did not reach the Zadorra
until nearly one’ o’cloek ; the fourth and light divisions crossed

the Zadorra immediately after Sir Rowland Hill had obtained
possession of Subijana de Alava, the former ab the bridge of

. Nanclares, and the latter at the bridge of Tres Puentes. The
right brigade of the third division, followed by the seventh

division, under the Earl of Dalhousis, then crossed the bridge
of Mendoza, the other brigades of the third chwswn fordmg

i ‘highar up the river.

The seventh division and the centre brigade of the thud

‘er“dlvmon 'xtmcked the French tight centre, in front of the
. villages of Margarita. and Hermandad, and the Marquis of
 Wellington, seeing the hill in front of the village of Arinez

weakly occupied by the enemy, ordered the right brigade of
the third division, = under Lieutenant-Gieneral . Picton, in
close columns: of battalions across the fromt of both armies
to that central point. The hill was carried immediately,
and the French withdrew under cover of a cannonade from

 fifty pieces of artillery and a crowd of skirmishers, to the

second range of heights, on which  their reserve had been
posted ; they, however, still ‘held Arinez on the great road
leading to Vittoria. The brigade then advanced to the attack
of the willage of Arinez; the three right companies of the

74th., under Captain Mc Queen, with the companies of the
goth., immediately dashed forward and charged through it,

rlrove out the enemy, and captured three guns; these comi-

 panies were then halted under cover of some houses until the.

remainder of the regiment and brigade should come up, a8
the French were again advancing upon the post- with inecreased
numbers, keeping up a terrific fire of artillery and ‘musketry.

Finally they were driven back in confusmn at the pomt of

the bayonet.
By the capture of the village the great voad was gained,
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i and the French extreme left was turned, while ’chey Were“ L

. hard pressed by Sir Rowland Hill's attack on their front.
 They retreated on  Vittoria, and the British continued the
advance‘ in admirable order, notwithstanding the difficulty of
the ground. For six miles the action became a running fight,
and cannonade. When within a mile of Vittoria, the enemy

" made a stand, and the third division, being the foremost,
bore” the brunt of a heavy fire, until a hill on the French
left was carried hy the fourth division, which caused them‘

' to abandon the position,

Meanwhile Lieutenant- General Sir Thomas Graham, Wlth i

~ his divisions, had attacked the French right. . The village of

(Gamarra. Mayor was most gallantly stormed and ecarried by
Brigadier-Gleneral Robinson’s brigade of the fifth division, which
advanced in columns of battalions under a very heavy fire of
artillery and musketry, without firing a shot, assisted by two
guns of Major Lawson's brigade of artillery. The French suf-

fered severely, and three pieces of cannon were captured, Sir
Thomas then proceeded to attack the village of Abechuco with
the first division. These two villages were strongly occupied by
the enemy as tétes-de-pont to the bridges over the Zadorra at
these places. During the operations at Ahechuco, which was
 carried, the light battalions having charged and taken three
guns and a howitzer on the bridge, the greatest efforts were
made to recover Gamarra Mayor, which were gallantly repulsed
by the troops of the fifth division, under Major-Geeneral Oswald.
Two divisions of the French were in reserve on the heights
upon the left of the Zadorra, and it was not possible to cross
by the bridges until the troops, which had moved upon the
centre and left, had driven them through Vittoria. The whole
then co-operated in the pursuit, which was continued by all
till after dark.

The movement of the troops under Sir Thomas Graham, and
their possession of Gamarra and Abechucho, intercepted the
enemy’s retreat by the high road to France. They were then
obliged to tum to the road towards Pampeluna, but were .
unable to hold any position for a sufficient length of time to
allow the baggage and artillery to be drawn off. 'The whole, '
therefore, of the latter which had not been alveady captured




W by the troops, in their at’utwkf of the ‘sfticeesaiva"pbéi“\c"ions en
| up by the Frellch‘,irl ‘;heixuretreat“ from ‘their first ‘_‘“pos‘itmnhp‘-r‘xq
© Arinez; and on the Zadorra, together with all their ammunition

‘and bageage, fell into the hands of the British close to Vit

. toria. Ouly one gun and howitzer were carried off by the |

enemy.

~ shewed the state of destitution to which the officers were re-
. duced.—To such an extent are they stripped, that mo one can
| aeconnt for what he has, or what is due to him. Several of

| Clount Gazan, the Chief of ! the French Staff, in his ‘:i"epc;\rt,‘]« e

the generals and officers have nothing in the world but the :
coats on their backs, and most of them are barefooted.” Pl
French occupation of the Peninsula was virtually settled by i
this day’s success. : il i I i

Although the nature of the ground did mot admit of the eavalty

| ﬁ{egiihents being generally engaged, they were kept close to the

infantty to support them, and were most active in the pursuit.’

| Mhe court equipage of King Joseph was taken, and his carriage

being taken, and his carriage being seized, he had barely time to

escape on horseback. The defeat was the most eomplete that had
' been. experienced in Spain. ‘ i

Marshal Jourdan’s baton* was taken, and sent to the Pringe

Regent, who in the name and on behalf of His Majesty, appointed

ent me among the trophies of your unrivalled fame, the staff of &
. French Marshal, and I send you in return that of England.” This

the Marquis of Wellington a Fisld-Marshal.  In a most flattering
letter, the Prince Regont thus conferred the honour :—* You have

baton was taken by the 87th., Royal Trish Fusiliers, under Ligu«
tenant-‘Colonel, (afterwards Viscount) Gough.  The colours of the
fourth battalion of the 100th. regiment  were also among the

. trophies, and a hundred and forty-three brass guns were captured

on the field.

e Both armiel were nearly equal in numbers, consisting of about

sevexlfr.y thousand men each, The French loss was stated by them-

* Southey thus describes the Diton s~ Tt was. rather more than a
foot long, mid covered with blue velvet, on which the imperial eagles
were embroidered; and’ it had been tipped with gold, but the first
finder bad kecured the gold for himgelf. The ¢ase was of red morocco,
with sitver clasps, and with eagleson it, and at either end the Maxshal's
name imprinted in gold letters.” ‘ il R

i

ik
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to nearly five thousand men,

o salves at six bhousand, tmd the casualties of the allies amountedw i L

. The following regiments were present at the battle of Vlttoma L ‘
——{l\ha ‘3rd. and 5th. Dragoon Guards ; 8rd., 4th.. 14th., 15th., and =
16th., Light Dragoons ; Ist., 2nd., 4th., 5th., 6th., 7th., 9th., 20th.,

231'(1 2417}1 27th., 28th,, 31st., 34th., 38th., 39th., 40th 43rd, 4:51311.,
47th 48th., 50th 6lst., 62nd., 63rd., 57th., b8th., 59th., (IUth‘,
66th., 68th., Tlst., T4ath., 8211(1 83rd., 87th., 88th., 92nd., and R.tﬁe‘
- Brigade.

ACTIONS OF THE PYRENEES.
/ 98rH, JULY To 28D. Aveust, 1818,

Arter the decisive battle of Vittoria, the British commander |
blockaded the fortress of Pampeluna, besieged St. Sebastian, and
took up a position with the covering army in the Pyrenees.
On the 17th. of July the blockade of Pampeluna was en~
trusted to the Spaniards. The whole frontier of the Pyrences,

. from the pass of Roncesvalles to the mouth of the Bldassoa(‘ !
river, was now occupied by the second, seventh, and light =

divisions, with some Portuguese brigades in the front line ;

and by the third, fourth, and sixth divisions as supports, :
| covering the blockads of Pampeluna, and the siege of St. =
Sebastian, then going on under Lieutenant-Gieneral Sir Thomas

Giraham.  The British army, after years of toil and conflict,

' procured  liberty for the oppressed inhabitants of the Penin~ @ ’

sula, had forced the intrusive monarch of Spain from his:
throne, and stood trinmphant on the lofty pinnacles of the Pyre-

nees s but another mighty struggle was at hand, in which the

innate valour and hardihood of Britigh soldierswere about to be
tested, and the French Army, having been re-organized by Mar-

shal Soult, was pushed boldly forward to drlve them: from the

monuntaing,

Marshal Soult having arrived at Bayonne on the 13th. of
July, to command, as “Lieuteha{nt of the Empe,ror,”‘ the
united French army of Spain, on the 25th. of that month
attacked with about forty thousand men Major-General Byng's
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posﬁ \atp.anceﬁvalles. . Lieutenant-Gieneral the;‘HOnoﬁia,ble,‘ Bir |
" Lowry Cole moved up to his support with the fourth division,

and these officers were enabled to maintain their post throughont
' the day ; but the enemy having turned it in the afternoon, Sir
_Lowry deemed it advisable to withdraw during the night, and
~marched to the neighbourhood of Zubiri. A detachment/ of the
20th. evinced signal gallantry in its attacks on the head of a
French column, but was forced back by superior numbers. The
Marquis of Wellington stated in his despateh, that ¢ in the actions
which took place on this day, the 20th. regiment distinguished
| themselves.” ’

Lisutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill’s position in the Puerto

' de Maya, at the head of the valley of Bastan, was also attacked
by two divisions of the centre of the French army in the atter-

" . noon of the same day.  The brunt of the action fell upon Major+

Glenerals Pringle’s and Walker’s brigades in the second division,
nunder the command of Lieutenant-Gleneral the Honourable

William Stewart. These troops were at first compelled to give

‘way, but having been supported by Major-General Barnes's
' brigade of the seventh division, they regained that part of their

post, which was the kay of the whole, and would have enabled

thein to re-assume it, had eircumstances permitted it.* Sir
Rowland Hill, having been apprised of the necessity that Sir
Lowry Cole should retire, congidered it advisable to withdraw his
troopy also to Irurits, and the enemy did not advance on the
 following day beyond the Puerto de Maya.

# Tn this desperate combat in the Pass of Maya, the 6th., 28‘bh.,"

C34EN., 50th,, Tist., 82nd., and 92nd. regiments had opportunities of
distingnishing themselves.  The latter having been hotly engaged for

ten succossive hours, and in want of ammunition, was ordered by Lieu-
tenant-CGeneral the Honourable William Stewart not to charge, and the
gallant Highlanders, for the first time, disvegarded orders, not only
charging, but leading the charge. Tieutenant-Colonel Uameron, of
“the 92nd., who commanded the first brigade, was permitted by his
Sovereign to bear on his shield the word Maya in commemoration of
this action. The 92nd. had thirty-tour men killed and two hundred
and sixty-eight men wounded; one officer was killed, and eightecn
officers were wounded, one of whom died of wounds. Sir ‘William.
. Napier, in his history of the Peninsula War, has yemarked that 50
dréadful was the slaughter, especially of the 92nd., that it is said the
advaneing enemy wag actually stopped by the heaped mass of dend and
dying. The stern valour of the 92nd., principally composed of Scotoh-
men, would have graced Thermopyle.” :

i
I
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' During the seven hours these brave troops were engaged but
little advantage was acquired by the French, notwithstanding
 the numerical superiority of the latter, . All the regiments
charged with the bayonet, and the conduct of the 82nd., which
moved up with the brigade under Major-Gleneral Barnes, was
particularly | reported.  Lieutenant-Cleneral the Honourable
William Btewart was slightly wounded.

. These events were not known to the Marquis of Wellington
until late in the night of the 25th. and 26th., whereupon his
lordship adopted immediate measures to concentrate the army to
the right, at the same time making provision for the siege of
St. Sebastian, and for the blockade of Pampeluna.

The hill on the right of the fourth division, which was occupied
on the 27th. of July by one battalion of the 4th. Portuguese regi-
ment, and by the Spanish regiment of Pravia, was attacked ; but
these troops defended their ground and drove back the enemy.
This height being important to the British position, the 40th. was
ordered to reinforce it, and this corps, with the Spanish regiments
of Hl Principe and Pravia, succeeded in holding it, despite the
repeated efforts made during the 27th. and 28th. by the enemy to
‘obtain possession. On the morning of the 28th. the sixth division
Joined, and it was ordered to form across the valley in rear of the
fourth. = Scarcely had they taken their position when they were
attacked by a very large force ; their front was however so well
defended by the fire of their own light troops from the heights on
their left, and by that from the heights occupied by the fourth
division and Brigadier-Gleneral Campbell’s Portuguese brigade,
that the foe was soon driven back with immense slanghter.

To extricate their troops from the difficulty in which they
were placed, the enemy attacked the height on which the
left of the fourth division stood, which was oceupied by the
7th. Cagadores, and succeeding in obtaining a momentary Pos-
session.  They were again attacked by this regiment, supported
by Major-Greneral Ross, at the head of his brigade of the
foarth dlvtslon, and were driven down with great loss.

Now the battle became general along the whole front of
the heights occupied by the fourth division, and in every
part was in favour of the allies, excepting where one batfalion
of the 10th. Portuguese regiment of Major-General Canpbell’s
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bmgade was pq&;ted

Ma‘]or*Genaral Ross’s brigade, the French established themaalveas

- on the Bumsh Jine, and_ that general was obliged to Wlthdraw‘

from his post.

. The 27th. and 48th. regiments were then ordered to charge,, i
' first that body which had established & footing on the height, = o
and next the port:lon on the left. Both attacks suoceeded

and the enemy was forced down with immense loss; and the

i gixth division havmg moved forward at the same time to ‘a,}u i
. situation in the valley of Lanz, nearer to the left of the
"fcnu*th the attack upon that front entirely ceased, and Was i

* continued but faintly on other points of the line.

During this hard-fought action the following regiments were

i gpecmlly noticed by the Marquis of Wellington, who ob-

” . served in his despateh - In the course of this contest the | :
. gallant fourth division, which has so frequently been distin-

 gnished in this army, surpassed their former good conduct.
' Bvery regiment charged with the bayonet,—the 40th., 7th.,

| 20th, and 23rd., four different times. Their officers set

~ them the example ; and Major-General Ross had two horses
‘killed under him. The Portuguese troops likewise behaved
' admirably, "avd 1 had every reason to be satisfied with the
conduet of the Spanish regiments, Kl Principe and Pravia.”
As soon ag it was ascertained that TLieutenant-Gienerals Sir

Thomas  Picton and Sir Lowry Cole had moved from  Zubivi,

that post not being considered tenable for the time during

' which it would have been mecessary to wait therein, Tieu-

tenant-General Sir Rowland Hill received orders to march

arvived on the 28th. of July, and the seventh division came
(to Marealain,

. Bir Rowland Hill was followed by the enemy’s for(,e that‘ :
had been in hig front, and which ultimately endeavoured to

Thm battahon havmg been overpo vere
‘and compelled to| give way immediately  on  the mghf of

by Lanz upon Lizaso, and Lieuntevant-General the Barl of
Dalhousie from San Hstevan to the same place, where hoth

turn the left of the allies by an attack on his corps. They 7 ‘

reinforeed with one division the troops that had been opposed

to. him, and during the night of the 29th. and 30thi, occu-
ple& in strength the crest of the mountain on the Bntmh
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i lefﬁ” of /the '."Lanz,\‘nppdsite f&the sizth and seventh diViéibm,‘
 thus connecting their right in their position with the divisions

. detached for the attack of Sir Rowland Hill's corps. ;

Wellington had resolved, however, to attack this position.

The HEarl of Dalhousie was ordered to possess himself of tlie
. top of the mountain in his front, thus turning the enemy’s :
right ; and Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Picton was to
cross  the heights, so as to turn his left by the road to
Roncesvalles. As soon as the effect of these movements on
the flanks should become apparent, the front of the position
. was to be attacked. = Major-Gleneral the Honourable Hdward
Pakenham, who had been sent to take the command of the
sixth division on Major-Gleneral Pack being wounded, turned
the village of Sorauren as soon as the Earl of Dalhousie had
driven the foe from the mountain, by which that flank was
defended. | The sixth division and Major-General @ Byng's
brigade, which bad relieved the fourth division on the left
of the position on the road to Ostiz, at once attacked, and

| succeeded in carrying that village.

The front of the main position was likewise attacked by |

Lieutenant-General Sir Lowry Cole, with the 7th, Cagadores,
supported by the 11th. Portuguese regiment, the 40th., and
the battalion under Colonel Bingham, consisting of the 2nd.
and 63rd. regiments, These combined operations compelled the
/ enemy to abandon a position pronounced by the British com-
mander to have been one of the strongest and most difficult of
access that he had ever seen occupied by troops.  In the
retreat therefrom the French lost a great number of prisoners.

‘During the course of these operations, and as their success
was observed, troops were detached to the support of Lieu-
tenant-General Sir Rowland Hill, before whom  the engmy
appeared in his front late in the morning, and commenced at
once an extended manceuyre upon his left flank which obliged
him to withdraw from the height which he oceupied behind
the Lizaso to the next vange; there, however, he maintained
himself, and that general specially praised the 28th., 24th.,
and 60th. regiments.

At sunset the Marquis of Wellington having continued the
pursuit of the ememy, after his retreat to Olague, found him-
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L self 1mmedmtaly in the rear of their attack upon Bir Rowla,n& :

. Hill, from whose front they withdrew in the night, and on '
the 3lst. of July took up a strong position, with two divisions,
to cover their rear in the pass of Donna Maria.  This pass
was attacked and carried by Sir Rowland Hill and the Farl
of Dalhousie, notwithstanding a vigorous opposition, and the
strength of the position. ' On this occasion Lieutenant-Gleneral
the Honourable William Stewart was wounded. A very thick:
 fog prevented that advantage being taken of the situation of
the enemy, which otherwise might have been effected. ‘

Meanwhile the Marquis of Wellington moved with Major-
(Jeneral Byng’s brigade and the fourth division, under Lieu-
tenant-Cleneral Sir Lowry Cole, by the Pass of Velate upon
Trurita, in order to turn the French position on Donna Maria.
Major-General Byng (afterwards Earl of Strafford) intercepted in
Jilizondo a large convoy and captured several prisoners. . The
pursuit of the enemy was continued in the valley of the Bi-
dassoa, and many prisoners and much baggage were taken ; the
latter Cleneral possessed himself of the valley of Bastan, and
of the position qn the Puerto de Maya, so that the British
forees on the night of the Ist. of August, occupied nearly the
same positions as on the 25th. of July.

The French troops having been considerably reinforced and
re-cquipped after their recent defeat, made a most formidable
_ attempt on the 28th. to relieve the blockade of Pampeluna

with the whole of their forces, extepting the rveserve wnder
(teneral Villatte, which remained in front of the British corps
on the great road from Trun. This attempt was however en-
tirely frustrated by the operations of a part only of the allied
army, and the enemy sustained a defeat, and suffered con-
siderably both in officers and men. They sent off the guns
_to St. Jean de Pied de Port on the evening of the 28th. of
July, which alone ensured their safety.

Again the fourth division was most highly spoken of—the
British commander stating that it iy impossible to desecribe
, its “ enthusiastic bravery.” i

On the morning of the 2nd. of August, the enemy still con-
tinued posted, with a force of two divisions, on the Puerto de
Tichalar, and nearly the entire army behind the Puerto, when
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| the?four‘th,uéeven‘bh, and light divisions advanced by the valley,
of the Bidassoa to the frontier, it having been determined to
diglodge ' them by a combined attack and movement of the
three divisions.  The seventh division having, however, crossed
‘the wountains from Sumbilla, had necessarily preceded the
~arrival of the fourth, and Major-General Barnes’s brigade was
therefore formed for the attack, and advanced, before the fourth
and light divisions could co-operate, with a regularity = and
gallantry which  the British commander *had seldom seen
equalled, and actually drove the two divisions of the enemy,
nothwithstanding the vesistance opposed to them, from, those
formidable heights.” « This exploit was the admiration of all
who 'witnessed it. Major-General Kempt’s brigade of the light
division likewise forced a very considerable force from the rock
forming the left of the Puerto. The enemy were now in their
. own territory, and the British troops awaited in the Pyrenees
the capture of St. Sebastian and Pampeluna.

In these combats, which have been designated the “ Battles ;
of the Pyrenses,” the following regiments were engaged, namely :
and., 8rd., 6th., 7thy, 11th, 20th., 23rdi, 24th., 27th., 28th., 81st.,
32nd., 34th., 36th., 30th,, 40th., 42nd., 45th., 48th., 50th., 5lst.,
53vd., 57th., 58th., 60th., 6lst., 66th., 68th., 71st., 74th. 79th.
§2nd., 91st., and 92nd. Foot. : B

As may be readily conceived, the loss of the allies during
these protracted encounters was great; they had . forty-one
officers and eight hundred and forty seven men Kkilled, and
three hundred and twenty-eight officers and five thousand
one hundred and seventy-two men wounded ; many, however,
were but slight cages.® |

* ¢ Although our wounded are numerous, I am happy to say that
the cases in general ave slight, and T have great pleasure in yes |
porting to Your Lordship that the utmost attention has been paid
to them by the Inspector-General, Dr. M'Grigor, and by the officors
of the depariment under his directions.’—Marquis of  Wellingtow's
despatch. ‘

o
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SIEGE OF ST. SEBASTIAN.

AUGUST AND SEPTEMBER, 1813,

Tag allics having advanced to so great a distance from
Portugal, that country was no longer used by the DBritish as
a place of arms, and the establishments there were consequontly
broken up. In conjunction with the ocean, the Western Pyre-
nees offered a fresh base of operations, and the capture of St:
Yebastian became of primary importance. : i

One of the first objects was the reduction of the convent
‘and vedoubt of San Bartolomeo, which were battered by the
artillery, and so far damaged, that on the 17th. of July, it
was determined to storm these posts. The pickets of the 4th.
 Cagadores, and one hundred and fifty men of the 13th. Por-
tuguese regiment, supported by three companies of the 9th.,
with a reserve of three companies of the Royals, formed on ‘
" the right to attack the redoubt ; two hundred men of the sth,
Cagadores, and two hundred of the 13th. Portuguese, supported
by the 9th. regiment, formed on the left to attack the con-
vent. At ten o'clock in the forenoon, the troops rushed from
behind the hill overlooking the convent. Both the convent
and the houses of the suburb were assaulted, and in the latter
«a fierce struggle ensued, but eventually the French were ex-
Hed with severe loss. :
he capture of the convent facilitated the progress of the

Vit

siege, andwon the 24th. of July the breaches were deemed
practicable, when the third battalion of the Royals was directed
to storm the great breach, the 38th, regiment, under Lieutenant-
‘Colonel Miles, the lesser breach, and the 9th. under Lieutenant-
Jolonel Cameron, supported the "Royals, under Major Peter
Fraser. At daybreak on the morning of the 25th. “of July,
the 'trGop&s advanced to the attack with signal Tatrepidity
the earmon of the fortress played upon them ir front; the
* ground was difficult to pass; and the volleys of musketry
| were incessant ; at the same time showers of hand-grenﬂdes,
- shelly, and large stones were poured down upon them ; yet the
' attack was made with valour; and the defences round the

i
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W breach had not. been destroyed and  success was found ‘tq i
' be impracticable. Lleutelldﬂt Colonel Cameron and Lleutenantz-i‘ i

. Colonel Oampbell of the 9th., distinguished themselves on thls}f" |
| oceasion, and the: latter (afterwards General Lord Clyde,) who*“ il
led the left wing of ’che Royals, was severely wounded, THe! &

loss sustmned was severe, especially by thoe third battalion of the

Roya.ls, the leading one of Major-General Hay's brigade, whmh

 being on duty in the trenches, formed the column of attack, ;
During the contest in the mountains, before descnbed, the

- slege was turned into a blockade; when the French, however

-~ had been repulsed and driven back with severe loss, the s1ege‘ i
‘was resumed, and was afterwards prosecuted with vigour, On
‘the 26th. of August, the fire against the fort was opened, and |
Lientenant-General Sir Thomas ( draham dirvected that an ebtab
lishment should be formed on the island of Santa Clara, in
the bay of St. Sebastian. At three o’clock on 'the morning of
the 27th. of August, & hundred soldiers of the 9th. Foot, com-
“manded by Captain Hector Cameron, sailed from Pas':xageq n
‘boats to attack the island. As the hoats approached. the shore, |
. & heavy fire was opened upon them, but: a,landmg was eﬁ’ected g
and the garrison made prisoners. ;

On the moming of the 27th. of August, the French made‘
a sally against the new hatteries on the isthmus, but were
repulsed. Bt Sebastian' was again attacked by storm on the
3lst. of August, and the heroic perseverance of all the troops
concerned was at length crowned with success. The column |
of attack was formed of the second brigads of the fifth division,
commanded by Major-Gleneral Robinson, with  the following
detachments as supports :-~one hundred and fifty volunteers of
the light division, under Lieutenant-Colonel Hunt, of the 52nd. ;
four hundred of the first division, congisting of  two hundred
of the brigades of guards, under Lieutenant-Colonel Cook ; one
hundred of the light battalion, and one hundred of the line
battalions of the King's Glerman Legion, under 1 \Ia;or Robertson ; 3
and two hundred volunteers of the fourth dlvmon, under Ma_wr :
. Rose, of the 20th. Foot. Tn reserve were the remainder of the
. fifth division, consisting of Major-Gleneral %pxy’% Portuguese
brigade, and the first brigade under Major-Gieneral Hay, together
\ with the fifth battalion  of Cagadores of Magc»rﬂeneml Brad-
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 ford’s brigade, under Major Hill ; the whole were under the
direction of Lieutenant-Gleneral Sir James Leith, commanding
the fifth division. The difficulties to be overcome wWers $o
formidable, and the resistance of the enemy so determined, that
the reserve brigade was pushed on by degrees. For five houts
the conflict raged at the breaches, when an explosion destroyed
the enemy’s traverses. The guns wore turned againgt the curtain,
against which a heavy fire of artillery was directed. This passed
a few feet only over the heads of the troops on the brea;ch,“ :
| and was kept up with remarkable precision. The advance of the
first battalion of the 13th. regiment, under Major Snodgrass, over
the open breach and across the river, and a detachment of the
94th. regiment, under Lieutenant-Colonel Mac Bean, in sup-
port, was gallantly made under a very severe fire of grape.
A great effort was next made to gain the high ridge, and
%0, storm the hornwork. ' The second brigade of the fifth
division, under Colonel the Honourable Charles Greville, moved
out of the trenches for this purpose, and the third battalion
of the 1st. foot, inder Lieutenant-Colonel Barns, supported by
the 38th., under Lieutenant-Colonel Miles, opportunely arrived
to assault the trench of the curtain about the time when the ex-
plosion had created some confusion amongst the garrison. ' After
a severe conflict the narrow pass was gained, and the troops on
the right of the breach having succeeded in foreing the barricades
on the top of the narrow line wall, found their way into the
houses which joined it. Adter an assault which lasted over two
hours, a firm footing, under the most trying cireumstances,
was obtained. Nothing could restrain the impetuosity of the
troops, and in an hour more the enemy were driven from all
the complications of defences prepared in the streets, aad after
snffering severe logs, they abandoned the town and retreated
into the castle® ‘

Batteries mounting fifty-four pieces of ordnance opened a

* Tust before the assault was given, a sergeant of the 28th. regiment,
named Bull, being sent with a party to the coast from Runcesvalles,
o' make purchases for the officers, placed the money entrusted to him,
2000 dollars, with o Commissary, and took a receipt.  He then pex-

| enaded his party to join the stormens, so, as he said, that the ¢ Slashers’
Shuune pe represented, and took part in the assault, which he survived,
yeclaimed his money, made his purchases, and. rejoined his regiment.
Singularly this gallant little party did not sustain any loss.
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 tremendous fire upon the citadel on the the 8th. of September,
~and in less than three hours the garrison hoisted the flag of truce,
o and a.f‘ber“‘scime‘diSci1s$idu surrendered. = The loss of the gar-
| rison was related to ‘have amounted to two-thirds of their
 numbers at the commencement of the siege. ;
From the 28th. of July to the 31st. of August the British
had thirty-six officers, thirty-one sergeants, ome drummer, and’
five hundred and three men killed ; seventy officers, (including
| Lieutenant-General Sir James Leith and Major-Generals Oswald
and Robinson,) fifty-four sergeants, six drummers, and nine
hundred and seventy-three rank and file were wounded, « The
Portuguese had eight officers and one hundred and eighty-one
men killed, and thirty-five officers and five hundred and fifty-
nine men wounded. v
81 SEBASTIAN on the colours of the 1st., 4th., 9th, 38th,
47th., and 59th. regiments, commemorates this arduouns and. ‘
glovious service. ‘ di

THE GOLD CROSS AND OLASPS*

Orrrcirs in the course of the war had received so many
medals, that it became extremely inconvenient to wear them,
and it was the practice for a short time to engrave the name
of the second or third action on the medal originally given
to them.t It was  afterwards determined that only one

* The illusteation is copied from the Cross and Clasp conferred wpon
the late General Siv Gleorge Scovell, G.O.B.  Gold medals were struck
to. commemorate the battles of Roleia, Vimiera, Corunita, Talavera,
Busaco, Barrosa, Fuentes d'Onow, Albubera, Salamanca, Vittoria, : !
Pyrenees, Nivelle, Nive, Toulouse, the capture of Jayva, Martinique, | ' 00
Guadaloupe, ete, These were only eranted to superior officers, and |
worn with & red vibbon with blue edge.  For example, see plate of
Salavera Gold Medal.” ‘ o

7k ¢“Richioso, 1st. October, 1811, ~—Adverting to your Lordship’s des-

pateh of the 3rd. September, regurding the grant of moedals to the

L officers of the army, it oceurs to me that an improvement might still be
: made in the system ; for instance, many officers, in the cotirge of service,
| hecome entitled to two or three or more medals.  In my opinion, they
should receive but one ; but for every additional action deemed worthy

of the medal, in which any officer having a medal should be present, he

; M




162 ||| BRITISH WAR MEDALS.

med“ald should be wdrn by any officer ; for every df;herd' *aéti‘(dz‘i‘
in which he might distinguish himself, a gold clasp, with the
name of the event, was to be attached to the ribbon, until

two clasps had been received. On the next occasion whereon

he might signalize himself, a gold 'cross, having on each :

-compartment the names of each of the four services, was to =

be conferred instead of the medal and clasps originally received.
For every subsequent action a clasp was to be issued, to be
attached to the ribbon above the cross.  In the centre of
/ the cross, which was fastened to the ribbon or swivel by a
large ring, chased with laurel, is a lion statant ; in each com-
partment, surrounded by an edge of laurel, is the name of the
" battle or action. Wreaths of laurel ave also round the names
of the actions on the clasps. :

So much reluctance was eyinced by officers to l-elinquish ]
the original medals, that the design of having them returned
was given up. When officers had received both the medals,
a8 mnecessarily happened during the lengthened struggle in the
Peninsula, the large one was worn, with the clasps of the
actions for which the small medals had been conferred.

The following regulations regarding the grant of the Cross
and clasps were published in the ' London Gazette :"—

“ Horse Guards, October 7th., 1813.
Whereas considerable inconvenience having been found to
attend the increased number of medals, that have been issued
in commemoration of the brilliant and distinguished events, in
which the success of His Majesty’s arms has received the royal
approbation, the Prince Regent has been pleased to command,
in the name and on behalf of Flis Majesty, that the fol-
lowing regulations shall be adopted, in the grant and circulation
of such marks of distinetion, namely,—
1st.-~That one medal only shall be borne by each ofﬁcer,‘
recorvmended for such distinction.
2nd.—That ior the second and third "events, V\hxch may be :

should be warranted to have the name of that action engraved on his
wedal, and that in that case the fresh medal for that action should be
given to the officer next in command in the regiment, who was present
- and distingnished in the action.”’—Zhe Welling Jton pratchea.
; ##To the Earl of leerpool i it
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subsequently commemorated in like manner, each individual
. vecommended to bear the distinction, shall carry a gold clasp
attached fo the wibbon to which the medal is suspended, and |
“njﬁcribéd with the name of the battle, or siege, to which 113
o melatesa ‘ : il
| 8rd.That upon a claim being admitted to a fourth mark
. of distinction, a cross® shall be borne by each officer, with the
names of the four battles, or sieges, respectively inseribed
thereupon ; and to be worn in substitution of the distinctions
| previously granted to such individuals. ‘
4th.—~Upon each occasion of a similar nature, that may ocenr
subsequently to the grant of a cross, the clasp shall again be
(issued to those who have a claim to the additional distinetion,
{0 be borne on the ribbon to which the eross is suspended, in
the sarne manner as described in No. 2, of these regulations.
. His Royal Highness is further pleased to command, in‘t’he‘
 mame and on behalf of his Majesty, that the distribution of
medals, or badges, for military services of distinguished merit,
| shall be regulated as follows, namely,— i i
(lst—That no general, or other officer, shall be considered
 entitled to receive them, unless he has been personally, and
particularly engaged upon those oceasions of great importance
and peculiar brilliancy, in commemoration of which the Prince
Regent, in the name and on behalf ‘of His Majesty, iﬁay‘ i
_ be gracionsly pleased to bestow such marks of distinetion.
2nd.—That 1o officer shall be considered a candidate for the
- medal, or badge, except under the special selection and report )

i * Some correspondence had taken place on the subject with the
Mayaguis of Wellington, a8 appears by the following :—

‘{ Frenedd, 16th. Mearch, 1818,

4 have received your letter of the 24th. February, in regard to the
medals, and I concur entirely with you tegarding all the improvements
| you propose on the subject, | You have provided a remedy for a dit- Al
ficulty which I could never get over in a way at all satisfactory to A,
‘myself, T likwise agree with you in the propriety of having a cross it :
i ‘with eight bars, or a star with eight points, for those who are entitled
L to more than seven distinetions. I am not certain that it would not
. 'be best that all igeneral officers, us well as others, should wear the
- modal or cross at the button-hole, till they should receive the last dis-

tinetion. | It is very awkward fo nide in round the neck.”

‘qu E}z.rl Bathurst,” The Wellington Dispatches.
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of the Commander of the Forces upon the spot, as havin
merited the distinction by conspicuous services. B
8rdi—-That the Commander of the Forces shall transmit to

the Clommander-in-Chief, returns signed by himself, specifying
the names and ranks of ‘those officers whom he shall have
sglected as particularly deserving. ‘

4th.—The Commander of the Forces, in making the selection,
will restrict his choice to the undermentioned ranks,* namely,—' .
(eneral officers : Commanding officers of brigades’; Commanding
officers of artillery, or engineers ; Adjutant-General, and Qum"~
termaster-General, Deputies of Adjutant-General, and Quarter-
master-General, having the rank of field-officers ; Assistants-
Adjutant and Quartermaster-General, having the rank of field-
officers, and being at the head of the staff, with a detached
corps, or distinet division of the army; Military Secretary,

. having the rank of fisld-officer ; Commanding officers of battalions,
or corps equivalent thereto ; and officers who may have suecceeded
to the actual command during the engagement, in consequence
of the death, or removal, of the original commanding officer.
The Prince Regent is therefore graciously pleased to com-
mond, in the name and on behalf of His Majesty, that,

in commemoration of the brilliant vietories obtained by His

Majesty’s arms in the battles of ‘Roleia and Vimiera, Corunna,
Talavera de la Reyna, Busaco, Barrosa, Fuentes d’'Onor, Al-

buhera, and Salamanca, and in the assaults and captures of

Cindad Rodrigo and Badajoz, the officers of the army, present

on those occasions, shall enjoy the privilege of bearing badges
of distinction ; and His Royal Highness having approved of the
crosses, medals, and clasps, which have been prepared, is pleased
to command that they shall be worn by the general officers,

# 1t appears that the Duke of Wellington was in fayour of ‘& more
general distvibution, for in a letter dated Vera, 6th. Novemnber, 1813,
addressed to Mershal Sir Willian Carr Berestord, K.B., in yeference to
his claim for the Ciudad Rodrigo medal, he remarked, * In regaxd fo
the medals, I have always heen of opinion, that government ghould
have extended the principle more than they did; and in executing theiy
orders, I believe it will be found that, whinever a medal could be given
to a1 individual under the orders of government, T have inserted his
name in the reburn,  However, my decision on this or any other sub-
ject 18 wot final; and if anybody doubts, T wish lie would apply to
superior authority.” —Zhe Wellington Dispatches. :
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ls&us:pended byarxbbon the colour of the ﬂash with. a blue 3
Lround the neck ; and by the commanding officers of ba.ttahons,
or  corps eqmvalent thereto, and officers who may have G
ceeded to the actual command during  the engagement, the =
~ chiefs of military departments, and their deputies and agsistants,
. (haying the rank of field-officers,) and such other officors as
‘may be specially recommended, attached by a ribbon of the‘*;.‘
| same dewcmptmn to the button-hole of their uniform. ,
L\ The Prince Regent is also pleased to ecommand, in the name“
'/ and on the behalf of His Majesty, that those badges which
would have been econferred upon the officers who have fallen
at, or died since, the above-named battles and sieges, shall,
a8 a token of respect for their memories, be transmitted to
their respective families.

By command of His Royal Highness the Prince Regent.
. Frepsrick, Commander-in-Chief,

e (B o RN, C‘olnnel and Military Secretary

AFFATR' OF CHATEAUGUAY.
267H. OUTOBER, 1813,

Turs was one of the actions which ocenrred during the war
between Great Britain and the United States. In the autumn
ot 1813, a great effort was made by the Americans for the:
invasion of Clanada at different points.” The expedition com-
menced with the advance of Major-Gieneral Hampton to the |
frontier, whilst Major-Cfeneral Wilkinson, in co-operation, em- |
barked with ten thousand men, on Lake Ontario; and proceeded 1
in boats down the river St. Lawrence, with the inténtion of ;i
reaching Montreal. ~ On the 8th. of Oectober, Major-Gleneral
Hampton occupied with a considerable fores of regulars and
‘militia, a position on the Chateauguay river, near the settle-
ment of the Four Corners. The American army crossed the
line of separation between Lower Canada and the United States
early on  the 21st. «of that month, surprised a small party
of Indians, and drove in a picket of militia, posted  at
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the gunctlon of the Ontard and Lhaﬁeauguay rxvers, where ib*"

* encamped, and proceeded in establishing a road of communi:

(cation with its last position, for the purpose. of bringing fo‘rw“aird: )
its artillery. = All arrangements having been completed on the
 94th., the American General commenced on the following day
his operations against the advanced posts of the British ; at
about eleven o'clock in the forenoon of the 26th. of October,
his eavalry and light infantry were discovered advancing on both,
‘banks of the Chateauguay, by a detachment covering a working
party of habitans employed in felling timber, for the pmpme
of constructing abattis. :
Lisutenant-Colonel De Salaberry, who }md the command of

' the advanced pickets, composed of the light infantry company
of the Canadian Fencibles, and two companies of Voltigeurs, '

on the north side of the river, made so excellent a disposition of
his small force, that he checked the advance of the principal
columm, led by Major-General Hampton in person, and ac-
companied by Brigadier-Gieneral Izard; whilst the American
light brigade, under Co]onel M’'Carty, was similarly repulsed
| in its progress on the south side of the river, by the spirited
advance of the right flank company of the third battalion of
the embodied militia, under Captain Daly, supported by Cap-
tain, Bruyer’s company of Chateauguay Chasseurs, = Captains
' Daly and Bruyer being wounded, (the former twice severely,)
and their companies having sustained some loss, their position
 was immediately taken up by a flank company of the first
< battalion of embodied militia.  The American troops rallied’
and repeatedly returned to the attack, but were foiled at all
points by a handful of men, who by their determined bravery,
maintained their position, and protected the working p‘lI‘tlﬂ‘J, )
who were enabied to continue their labours.
Nearly all the British troops having been pushed forward ,
for the defence of Upper Canada, that of the lower province
depended iy a great degree on the valour and exertions of its
incorporated battalions and its sedentary militia. This loyal
and  honourable line of conduct was persevered in by the
) Oanudmns
It appeared by report of prisoners taken in the affiir
on the Chateauguay, that the American forces consisted of



ot exceed”three hundred a,nd the enemy suﬁm‘ed se‘ve aly,
y from tha Brmsh ﬁre, but also from theu" ‘own, some

y tentant (Jeneml &11" Georoe Prevost Bart sohmted from
| Hl@ Royal Highness the Prince Regent five pairs of colours fo
the first, second, third, fourth, and fitth ‘Dbattalions of the em-
: ‘bodied battalions of the Canadian militia, a8 a mark of roy
appro’oatmn 'of their conduct,

A medal was granted for this service, whmh was smnlar to
that authorized for the Peninsula actions, and it was afterwards
commemorated by a bar, when the general war medai wasl
disﬁubuted ‘ /

PASSAGE OF THE NIV'E’LLEA b
10'1‘}1, Novwmn, 1813,

‘ Amm the fa}l of St “«emstmn, the hastxle armies remamed
for S0106 tlme inactive, or occupled only in sbrengthemng their )
respeutwa ‘positions, and preparing for the further pwsecutmu
o \of the campaign. The troops, however, suffered severely from
the inclemency of the weather. Exposed on the bleak summits
‘of the Pyrenees, they wazed with intense longing on the beo.u- o
tltul plaing of France, which lay stretched out beneath than"
< feat ; but the close neighbourhood of a watehful enemy rendered e
i bhe ‘greatest vigilance necessary, and the duties were severe. = ‘
Flushed with success the British troops ardently longed for.
| further  victories, This moment at length arrived. Harly on
‘the morning of the 7th. of October, the army, under favour
iof a dark and stormy sky, descended from the heights, cwssed
the Bidasson, and with little opposition established itself on
. the French territory. . The continued inclemency of the weather, ‘
‘and the badness of the roads, retarded the further advance of i
the army till the 10th. of November, when all preparations
' being completed, the colurans moved down the passes of the
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Pyrenees in the most pexfec,i; sﬂen(,e, and lay dowu, each’ a.t;j

its appointed station, to await the dawn of day to make théir b
‘attack. This was commenced by the fourth division, which

carried a strong redoubt in front of the village of Sarre, drove_
the enemy from that village, and continued its advance against
the heights in its rear, exposed to the fire of entrenchments
by which the position was secured.  These, however, were

. suceessively abandoned as the division advanced, the enemy

flying /in great disorder, towards the bridges on the Nivelle ;
the garrison of one redoubt, which alone offered any resistance,

. being made prisoners. The other attacks were all equally suc-

gesstul; the enemy driven from the centre of his line, con:

‘centrated himself on the heights above St. Pé, whenee he was

dislodged by a flank movement of the third and seventh
divisions on the left, in conjunction with the sixth division,
~ which proceeded in the contrary direction. Marshal Soult
at length withdrew the whole of his army, and resigned hig
position to the allies, who went into cantonments in advance

i of the Nivelle, where they enjoyed another interval of repose.

In the Marquis of Wellington’s official report occurred the
following ; after speaking of the handsome attack of the sixth
division, he continued, “1 likewise particularly observed the
‘gallant conduct of the 5lst. and 68th. regiments;, under the
command of Major Rice and Lieutenant-Colonel Hawkins, in
 Major-General Inglis’s brigade, in the attack of the heights
above St. Pé, in the afternoon of the 10th.”

The 43rd. and 52nd. regiments added to their former renown
on this occasion, especially in the storming of the Petite Rhune,
and in the completion of the victory.

Considering the strength of the positions attacked, and the
length of time (from daylight till dark) during which the troops

were engaged, the loss, although severe, was not so great
‘a8 might  have ' been expected.  Major-Generals Kempt and
Byng were wounded. The encmy lost fifty guns, two thousand
men, fifteen hundred prisoners, and large quantities of ' stores
and ammunition.

The following regiments were engaged in this service :—the
2nd., 3rd., 5th., 6th., 11th,, 23rd, 24th,, 27th., 28th., 31st.; 32nd.,
34th., 36th., 30th,, 40th, 42nd,, 43vd., 4ath,, 48th,, blst., 52nd.,
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i 53rd 5’7th 58th., eoth 6lst., 66th, 6sth., 74th,, 79th &andu
B‘Erd 87th., sath., 91st., 94th., and Rifle Brigade.

AOTIOkN‘ AT CHRYSTLER'S FARM.
11w, Noveumses, 1813.

Major-Cleneral James Wilkinson, who had been instructed to
co-operate with Major-General Hampton in the invasion of
Lower Canada, and for the avowed purpose of taking up his
winter quarters in Montreal, quitted Crenadier Island, on
Lake Ontario, on the 30th October, 1813, with ten thousand
_ren, in small craft and batteaux, and proceeded down the
St. Lawrence. Having, on the 31st, halted a few miles be-
low Giravelly Point, on the south side of the river, his position
'was on the tollowmg day reconnoitred, and subsequently can-

nonaded by a division of gun-boats, under the command of v

Captain Muleaster, of the Royal Navy. By keeping close to

' his own shore, the enemy arrived, on the 6th. of November,

| within six miles of the port of Prescott, which he endeavoured
' to pass unobserved during the night of the Tth.y but the
attempt was frustrated by the vigilance of Lieutenant-Colonel
Pearson, who commanded there, and the American Armada
was compelled to sustain a heavy and destructive cannonade
during the whole of that operation.

Lieutenant-Gleneral Sir George Prevost, having anticipated
the possibility of the American government sending its whole
‘ concentrated force from TLake Ontario towards this territory,
had ordered a corps of observation, comsisting of the remains
of the 49th. regiment, the second battalion of the 89th., and
three companies of the Voltigeurs, with a division of gun-hoats,
the whole under the command of Lieutenant-Colonel J. W.
Morrison, of the 89th., to follow the movements ‘of Major-
General Wilkinson’s army.

An attack was made at Chrystler’s Farm, on the 1lth. of
November, 1813, upon the corps of observation, by a portion
of the American force, under Brigadier-General Boyd, amount-
ing to nearly four thousand men, which resulted in the
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pomplete repul% and deteat of the enemy, wmh conmdexable i
~lo‘as, upwards of one hundred: prisoners, with a ﬁeld “piece, .

being captured ; their total Jdoss way estimated at eight
hundred men. This action oommenced about two olelock e
 the afternoon, when the Americans, havmg moved  forward)

from Chrystler’s point, attacked the advance, which trmdua,lly

fell back to the position selected for the detachment to
oceupy, the right resting on the river, and the left on a.“,‘

pine wood, exhibiting a front of about seven hundred ym‘ds.f:'

In consequence of the ground being open, the troops ‘were,
thus disposed : the flank companies of the 49th. regiment, the
detachment of the Canadian Fencibles, with one field-piece,
under Lieutenant-Colonel Pearson on the right, a little advanced

. on the road; three companies of the 89th. regiment under

Captain Barnes, with a .gun  formed in  echellon, with the
advance on its left supporting it.  The 49th. .and 89th.
. thrown ' more to the rear, with a gun, formed the main
‘ body and reserve, extending to the woods on the left, which
were occupied by the Voltigeurs under Major Herriot, and the |
 Indians under Lieutenant Anderson. At about half-past two
the action became general, when the enemy endeavoured, by
moving' forward a brigade from his right, to turn the British |
left, but was repulsed by the 89th. forming en potence with
the 49th, and both corps moving forward, occasionally firing
by platoons, His efforts were nest directed against the right,
and to repulse this movement, the 40th, took ground in that
direction, in echellon, followed by the 89th.: when within
| half-musket-shot the line was formed undel a  heavy, but‘-
irregular fire from the Americans. ; i
Orders were next given for the 49th. to charge the sun

posted opposite, but it became necessary when within a

short distance of it, to check this forward movement, in

consequence of a charge from the American cavalry on the

right, lest they should fall upon their rear; but they were
_received in so gallant a manner by the companies of the
89th., under Captain Bamefs and the well-directed fire from
the artillery, that they quickly retreated, and by an imme-
diate charge from three companies, one gun was captured.,
About half-past four the Americans gave way at all pomts,
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ffrom an. exceedmglv strong position, endeavommg to cover
‘away by Lieutenant- Colonel Pearson. The detachment for the

dnven, and afterwards moved forward in pursuit.

. This action was also rewarded by the usual medal, and e
consequent]y a b'u- inseribed # CrprysTLERS FARM,” was autho-

‘rized when the war-medal was gumted The force engaged

consisted of the Royal Artﬂlmy, 49th,, the second 'battalion}'

of the 8oth. regiment; Canadian Fencibles, Canadian Volti-
‘gours, and Militia Artillery) and  Dragoons, and Indians,

No distinetion has been granted for the colours, on a,ccountf

of either Chateanguay or Chrystler’s Farm.

PASSAGE OF THE NIVE.
9TH, o 137TH. DECDMBER, 1813.

Am‘nn the retreat of the French from the Nivelle, they
~occupied a position in front of Bayonne, which had, since
the battle of Vittoria, been eutrenched with great labour:

The bad state of the roads, and the swelling of the rivulets
from the fall of rain, had prevented the Marquis of Wellington

from at once passing the Nive* The state of the weather

‘and roads at length enabled the British commander to col- “
" lect the materml% and malke preparations for forming the =

necessary bridges.  The troops moved out of their cantonments
on the 8th. of December, and Lisutenant-General Sir Rowland
"Hill, with the right of the army, crossed on the oth. at,
and in ‘the neighbourhood of Cambo, Marvshal Sir' Williant

Beresford supporting the operation by passing the sixth divi-

gion, under Tieutenant-General Siv Henry Clinton, at Ustaritz ;

* ‘Whilst the British were in position on the banks of the Nive, in
| November, 1813, the French used to meet the English oiicers at a nurrow
part of the river, and chat over the campaign, One of the latter, in
order to convince them of the reverses of Napoleon in Germany, rolled
a stone wp in the Star newspaper, and endeavoured to throw it across

" the stream. The stone, unfortunately, went through it, which made it
fail into the water. The French ufﬁcer thereupon Iemurkcd in pretty
fair English, ¢ Your good news is very goon damped.”’

| the retreat by their light infantry, which were soon driven

- might occupied the ground from which the foe had been
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‘both Opexatmns succeeded completely The enemy were
immediately drwen from the right bank of the river, and
retired towards Bayonne, by the great road of ‘St. Jean Pied
de Port. Those posted opposite Cambo were nearly mtemep-' i

ted by the sixth division, and one regiment, being driven e

from the road, was compelled to march across the country.

./ On the morning of the 10th. of December the enemy movad
out of the entrenched camp with their whole army, with. the
exception only of that portion which  ocoupied the works

j ‘*01)poqlt0 to Sir Rowland Hill's position, and  drove in the

pickets of the light division, when an action emued the
brunt of which fell upon the first Portuguese brigade under '
Major-General  Arch. Campbell, and upon Magor~Genera1'
Robinson’s brigade of the fifth division, which moved up in

| support.

. When night closed the Frcnch were still in great force in
front of the British posts, on the ground from which they
‘had driven the pickets. During the night they retired from
Ticutenant-Gieneral Sir John Hope’s front, leaving small posts,
which were immediately driven in.  About three in the
afternoon’ they again drove in that officer’s pickets, and at-
. tacked his posts, but were once more repulsed with considerable
loss.

On the morning of the 12th. the attack was re-commenced
by the enemy with 'the same want of success, the first
division' under Major-(leneral Howard, having relieved the
fifth division ; the enemy discontinued it in the afternoon, and
retired entirely With'm the entrenched camp on $hat night.

After the 10th. the attack was never renewed on the posts

of the light division.

It was not until the 12th. of December that the first
. division, under Major-General Howard, was engaged, when
the guards conducted themselves with their usual spirit.

Having thus failed in all the attacks with their/ whole
force upon the British left, the enemy withdrew into their
entrenchments on the night of the 12th., and passed a large !
force through Bayonne; with which, on the morning of the

13th. of Décember, a most desperate attack wag made upon =

the troops under Lieutenant-Gleneral Sir Rowland Hill, = In
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we,xpectatlon of this the Marqms of Wellmg:ton had requeqted

Marshal Sir William Beresford to reinforce the Lieutenant-
(leneral with the sixth division, which crossed the Nive at
‘daylight on that morning; and a further reinforcement of
the fourth division, with two brigades of the third, received
_orders to join Sir Rowland Hill. The troops under his imme-

diate command had defeated the enemy with immense loss,

before these succours arrived. Two guns and some prisoners
were taken from the Hrench, who, being beaten at all points,
and having sustained *considerable loss, were compelled to
withdraw upon their entrenchment.

Soult’s objects were to gain the bridge of Sb, Pierre, to malke
himself master of the road to St. Jean Pied de Port, and to
break through the position of the allies. For these purposes
he put forth his whole strength, and was completely vanquished,
Even before the sixth division arrived, Sir Rowland Hill had
repulsed him with prodigions loss ; and although he skilfully
availed himself of a high ground in retreating, he could not stand
against the famous charge of Ceneral Byng, and was entirely

defgated. It was a battle fought and won by the corps of Sir
Rowland Hill alone and unaided. At the instant of victory

Loord Wellington came up, and in the ecstacy of the monient
of trinmph, caugh‘c him by the hand, and said,  Hill, the day
is your own.”

The late Field-Marshal the Earl of Strafford, and C‘olunol
of the Coldstream Guards, (then Major-General Byng,) highly
distinguished himself in this action, wherein he led his troops,

under a most galling fire, to the assault of a strong height

~occupied in great force by the enemy, and having himself
aseended the hill first with the colour of the 3ist. regiment

of foot in his hand, he planted it upon the surmamit, and

drove the enemy (far superior in numbers) down the ridee to
the suburbs of St. Pierre, for which act he received the royal

authority on the 4th. of July, 1815, to bear the following

. honourable augmentation, namely, ‘Over the arms of the
family of Byng, in hend sinister, a representation of ghe
colour of the 31st. regiment, and the following crest, namely,
“Out of a mural crown an arm embowed, grasping the colour
of the aforesaid 31st regiment, ‘and, pendent from the wrist

i




by a riband, the. Gold Cro‘gswprésented to him by His Majes
command, as a mark of his royal approbation of his distin-
. puished services,” and in an escroll above, the word “ Mouguerre,
being the name of a height near the hamlet of St. Pierre.
The following regiments took part in this action :—The 16t
Tight Dragoons, st., 3rd, 4th., 9th, 11th, 28th, 3lst., 32nd.,
34th., 36th., 36th., 30th,, 42nd., 43rd, both., 52nd, 57th., 50th,
60th., 61st., 62nd., 66th, 71st., 76th, 79th, 84th., 8bth., 9lsty
and 92nd. Foot, and Rifle Brigade. o

BATTLE OF ORTHES.
. 271H. Froruary, 1814,

| Lvrre vest was accorded to the Peninsula troops. T}'m‘: i
‘weather having improved, and the roads become passable, in
tHe second week of Hebruary the Marguis of Wellington con-
tinned his vietorious career. The sixth and light divisions
{ swere ordersd to hreak up from the blockade of Bayonne, and
Clenoral Don Manuel Freyre was directed to close up the can-
_tohments of his corps towards Irun, and to be prepared to
miove when the left of the army should cross the Adsur
‘| Tioediately after the passage of the Gave d Oléron, by Sir

' Rowland Hill, at Villenave, on the 24th. of Kebruary, that

| general and Sir Henry Clinton moved towards Orthes, near

. which ‘place the French army was assembled on the 25th.,

having destroyed all the bridges on the Gave de Pau. : “ 5

At this period the third division of the British army was =

_ at the broken bridge of Berenx, five miles lower down the

viver, having the sixth and seventh divisions (then arrived

ander Marshal Beresford) on its left, while the remainder of

the force was assembled in front of Orthes. On the 26th.

the third division forded the river lower down, and a pontoon .
bridge was afterwards laid at Berenx, by which the fourth'and
sixth divisions crossed on the morning of the 27th, at which |
time the third division was already posted with skirm‘iﬂhers“‘
thrown out close upon the left centre of the Fremch position.

‘The sixth division was placed on the right between the third
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division and the river, and the light division on its left in rear

' as a reserve. During the whole morning there had been occa-

' sional skirmishing by the third division, but the real attack
‘commenced ab nine o'clock by the third and sixth divisions on
the French left centre, and the fourth and seventh divisions on

their right, which last was intended to be the principal point 0

of atback; but it having been found, after three hours’ hard
 fighting, that the enemy were there too strongly posted, the |
. Marquis of Wellington ordered an advance of the third and
sixth divisions, with the 52nd. regiment, from the centre

upon the left ‘centre of the IKrench position, which they

carried and secured the victory ;* meanwhile Lieutenant-Glenetal
‘Sir Rowland Hill, with the second division, had crossed the
viver above Orthes, and nearly cut off the only line of retreat
. open to the enemy, who then retired from the field, but
~ without confusion, and counstantly vesisting the advance. The
allies followed, keeping up an incessant fire and cannonade,
I but lost many men, j)articularly of the third division, which
. was the most strongly opposed ; this continued until the
. French nearly reached the Luy de Bearn river, when théir‘

. retreat became flight, and they effected their escape by the | \

fords and one bridge, which they destroyed, having lost four .

thousand men and six guns. In this battle the Marquis of
Wellington was wounded.t ' o

* his atback, led by the 52nd. regiment, mnder Lieutenant-Colopel
Colborme, and supported on their right by Major-General Brisbane’s and,
(lolonel Keane's brigades, of the third division, and by simultaneous
attacks on the left by Major-General Anson’s brigade of the fourth
division, and on the right by Lieutenant-CGeneral Six Thomas Picton,
(with the remainder of the third division, and the sixth division, under
Lieutenant-General Siv Henry Clinton, dislodged the enemy from the
heights, and gave us the victory.— Wellingtow's despatch. ‘

$44 L walked down to the bridge with Lord Wellington yesterday (6th
| March, 1814,) and found him limp a little, and he gaid he was in rather
" more pain than usual, but it was nothing. ‘At dinner yesterday, he said
- he was langhing at General Alava hayving had a knogk, and telling him
16 wes all nonsgense, and that he was not hurt, when he received this
blow, and a worse oue in the same place himself, Alaya said ib was to)
punish hiny for laughing at him."'—Larpent's Journal.
In ‘f Recollections, by Samuel Rogers,”’ recently published, thexe i a
remark of Wellington’s in allusion to the above ciroumstance :—*¢ The
elastic woven corselet would angwer very well over the eunirass, It saved
me, I think, at Orthes, where I was hit.on the hip. I was never struck
but on that occasion, and then I was not wounded. I was on hoxseback
again the same day.”
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The regxmentq engaged at  Orthes were the ]4th Light‘ i
Dragoons, sth., 6th.,, 7th., 11th., 20th,, 23rd., 24th., 97th., 98th,
| 18, 32nd., 34th., 36th., 30th., 40th,, 42nd., 45th., 48th., 50th.,
© B1st,, 59nd., 58th,, 60th., 8lst., 66th., B8th., 7T1st., 74th., 82nd.,
. 83rd., 87th., 88th, 91st,, 92nd., and 94th Foot and the R1ﬂe i
i Bugade. Wi

BATTLE  OF TOULOUSE,
10rH, A=BriL, 1814

THIS the last general action of the Peninsula war, was
. fought on Easter Sunday, the 10th. of April, 1814.  The

‘town of Toulouse is surrounded on three sides by the Canal

' of Languedoc and the Garonne ; on the left of that river,
the suburb, which the enemy had fortified with strong field-
works in front of the ancient wall, formed a  good ¢éte-de-
pont. | The city itself was only accessible” from ‘the south,

" and its strong though old-fashioned walls had been rendered

more defensible’ by redoubts, and by an  exterior line of
‘entrenchments on a strong and rugged range of heights, about
two miles 'in length beyond the canal. On! the 28th. of
March the enemy’s troops were driven within the suburbs
of 8t. Cyprien, and several attempts were made to attack
them by crossing the Garonne above Toulouse. = Operations
were, however, impeded by the floods and rapidity of the
. river, until the 3rd. of April, when the third, fourth, and
sixth divisions, with three brigades of cavalry, under Marshal ;
Beresford, passed over by a ponteon bridge fifteen miles be-
low Toulouse ; but the crossing of the remainder of the army
was again impeded by the vising of the river, which caused
the removal of the bridges, until the 8th., when the Marquis
of W(Allmgton crossed, and advanced within five miles of
Toulouse ; Lieutenant-General Sir Rowland Hill, with two
divisions, remaining on the left bank.

1 THe 7th. Hussars, who hlghly dwtluguhhed themselyes in thls battle

lido not hear ¢ Orthes” on their colours ; though Wellington in 1us
despatehes, said, *‘The charge of the 7Tth. Hussars under Lord E.
Somersct, was hwhly mexitorions.”
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The Marqu}s of Welhngton then fixed his plan of atta('kfj
uon the French position, according to which, on the left of

the Caroune, Lieutenant-Gieneral Sir Rowland Hill was to i

menace the suburb of St. Cyprien, while on the right of the

river the third and light divisions were to menace the
northern front, driving the enemy’s outposts within the canal, |
from its junction with the Glaronne to the commencement of
the range of heights at the hill of Pugade. A Spanish
division was to carry that hill, and the fourth and sixth i

divisions, under Marshal Beresford, to carry the heights beyond

it.  On the 10th. of April, at about six o'clock in the ' S
morning, the battle commenced, and the different columns

‘advanced according to orders. The third division on the right,
 next the Garonne, drove in the outposts of the enemy for
about three miles, as far as the bridge of Jumeaux on the
‘¢anal; this bridge was defended by a strong palisade ?éfe-de-

pont, too high to be forced without ladders, and approachable

only on open flat. Six companies of the 74th, (three under
Brevet-Major Miller, and three under Captain McQueen,) were

‘ordered to attack this work, which they did in the most

gallant style; but it was commanded from the opposite side
of the c¢anal, aud was impregnable without artillery ; the at-

tacking party was therefore compelled to vetire, after sus-

taining severe loss. The French then occupied the work in
great force, and the continued efforts of the whole brigade
could not dispossess them. The'attack upon this work was

unfortunately ordered by Lieutenant-General Sir Thomas Picton,
after the duty assigned to his division of driving in the out- |

posts’ and menacing the enemy had been performed, although
. the impossibility of carrying the work without artillery had
been represented.

Marshal Sir William Beresford cro«saed the Ers, formed his

corps in three columns of lines in the village of Croix d’Orade,

the fourth division leading, with which he immediately carried.

Mont Blane. He then moved up the Ers in the same order,
over most difficult ground, in a direction  parallel to the
enemy’s fortified position, angd as soon as he reached the
point at which he turned it, he formed his lines, and moved

to the attack. The gallant efforts of Lieutenant-General Don

N
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‘thuel I‘levle upon the Pugade Hill dlcl nut meet w1t.h i
succeqa, but they were highly applaudul by the Marqms of
. Wellington. Mea,nwlule Marshal Sir William Beresford, with
the fourth division under the command of Lieutenant-Gleneral

“vl,Geneml Sir Henry Clinton, attacked and carried the heights
| on the eneniy’s right, and the redoubt ‘which covered 'and

 same heights with the enemy, who were, however, still in
possession of four redoubts, and of the entrenchments and

| some time elapsed before it could be brought up, and! befove
. Lieutenant-General Don Manuel I*reyres corps could be re- |
. formed and led again to the attack. As soon as this was
| pifected the Marshml continued his movement along the ridge,
Land carried, with Major-General Paclk’s brigade of the si;izthj :
division, the two principal redoubts and fortified houses in
the French centre, The enemy made a desperate effort from
- the canal to regain these redoubts, but they were repulsed
with considerable loss; and the sixth division continuing its
movement along the ridge of the height, and the Spanish W
troops pursuing a corresponding movement upon the front, the ‘

on the left, and the whole range of heights were gamerd by

the British. : | ‘
In his despatch, the Marqul& of Wellington  added,~ “We

. did not gain this advantage, however, without severe loss,
particularly in the brave sixth division. Lieutenant-Colonel
; (‘oghhn, of the 6lst., an officer of great merit and pmmlse,,\
was unfortunately killed in the attack of the heights ; Magor_

' Gleneral Pack was wounded, but was enabled to remain in the

field 5 and Colonel Douglas, of the 8th. Portuguese regiment,

lost his leg, and T am afraid I shall be deprived for a con-

siderable time of his assistance.”

0 “The s6th., 42nd., 79th, and 61st. regiments lost consider-

| able numbers, and were hlghly dlsmnwum]wd throughout the
day.

¥

Bir Lowry Cole, and the sixth division under Tieutenant- e

protected that flank; and he lodged those troops on the

fortified houses. The badness ‘of the roads had induced the‘
n \Im‘shal to leave his artillery in the village of Mont Bkmc i

French were driven from the two redoubts and cntrenchmen‘gs‘ o

- “The fourth division, although exposed on their march



oa ‘al, and thus anded thxs hard~f0ught but unnecessary b
 The 5th. Dragoon Cxuards, 3rd. and 4th. Light Dragoons
ond., 5th., 7th., 11th., 20th., 23rd., 27th., a6th., 40th., 42n
‘43rd., 45th 48th,, ;2nd‘, 531&., 60th,, 6lst., 74th, 79th.
83rd., 87th., 8sth,, 91811 94th., and Rxﬂe Bmgade were en{rage
‘at TOULOUSE
During the night of the llth of Apul the Fl'anch troop
‘.evacuated Toulouse, and a white flag was hoisted. On the“
llowing day the Mamms of Welhngbon .entered the ('xby
midst the acclamations of the inhabitants. n the uourse of
the afternoon of the 192th. of April, mtelhgence was 1ecelv
, the abdma,twn of Napoleon, 'md h&d not the express, be

rtie 6:1 the mg‘rt of the 14th of Apml and Lxeu’nenant Gén 12
er John ‘

it

The followmg statemont guves the number of troops employ i
Bpain and the faout.h of France, at the pormds of the sevami acﬁio §
‘ ment,mned e

N umber of Tror)psu !

1 Metions 1 PRRERTTT T
e i and it | Sick, | Com-
for Duty. T mand.

VI i (o8 My Wy

Talavera , 98,987 : 11596
Busaco 29 138 019 2596
| uentes d/Onor 0L | 34. 647 11 9998 | 4919
| Ciudad Rodrigo, . et ,014 ‘ §
Badajon' ' & 360
eSS S RO 38,5?1
Vitboria . i 47,921
| Pyrenees . 41,263
‘I Niyelle! | L4104
vl ‘ 43 680, i
Orthes ; ; 42,959 2 O 4690

i Wondouge L UGNl 807 12,907 15638 61 ‘3
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prisoner. Majm'#(}eneraxlﬂndrew‘ Hay was killed, and Major-
General Stopford was wounded. Gt ;
A treaty of peace was gigned between  Great Britain and

France; May 30th., 1814, Louis the Tighteenth was restored
to the throne of France; and Napoleon Bonaparte was per-
! mitted to. teside at Elba, with the title  of Bmperor, the
| sovereignty of that island having been conceded to him by
_ the allied powers.* | ‘ i

THE WATERLOO MEDAL, AND CAMPAIGN IN
' ‘ FLANDERS, 1815, o

| Tuerp was but a brief interval of peace after the battle of
| Moulouse, The triumphs of the Peninsula were not destined
. to give repose to Turope. Napoleon having learnt that at the
* Qongress of Vienna it had been debated whether he should not
be sent fo St. Helena, (a measure opposed by the Duke of
Wellington, and the idea relinquished,) and reckoning on the ¢
attachment of the French people, escaped from Elba, landed
at Cannes, in Provence, on the 1st, of March, 1815, with a
" handful of men, and on the 20th. of that month entered Paris
| ot the head of an army which had joined him on the road,

% A few notes on the Peninsula Medals may be given in addition to
that on page 59.  Of the Gold Medals, large and small, given only to
(feneral Officers, four hundred and sixty-nine were igsned. Of these,,
one hundred and forty-three had one clasp, seventy-two two clasps.
Sixty-one gold Urosges were awarded ; forty-six with one clasp, eighteen
with two, seventeen with thase, eight with four, seven with five, three with
i, two with seven, and one only, with mine clasps, given to the Duke of
| Wellington, for thirteen general engagements. Lo the cavalry which

served during the war, the highest number ot bars issued with any

medal was eleven, and only four medals with this number.  There wete
only siz survivors to claim the medal with fifteens bars in 1847. Zwo
medals only with two bars—*‘ Fort Detroit 7 and ¢ Chrystler's Farm "'
were issued: one of these was sold in 1887 for £25 108, 0d. A medal

with the bir < Chrystler's Faym ” was sold in 1878 for £6 68, 0d. A

medal with fourteen bars was sold for £14. A medal with clasp for

“Nive” was given a8 recently as March, 1889, to an old yeteran, Capt.

Gammell, who as an ensign was present ab the sorfie from Bayonne ;

but leaving the army soon afterwards, and neglecting to forward his

claim in 1847, did not receive this recognition of his services till seventy-
five years had elapsed, when newdy all his companions in arms had

long been in their graves. ‘ da e




i AC"[‘J".ON‘ ”‘A'xé ‘Qt‘mmm BRAS,

Louis XVII at onee w1thdrew to Ghent and Napoleon assumed
| his former dignity of Emperor of e J:laench the allied powers
_at once refused to acknowledge his sovereignty, and determined
to effect his dethronement Preparations for war commenced,
troops were assembled in the Netherlands, and the regiments

which had been engaged in America weve, on their rveturn,

immediately forwarded to the seat of war.

Britain had no selfish end in view in this great struggle,‘
but sent her sons to battle in support of the rights of nations,
and to secure herself from a military despotism. To those
‘readers who would study the events of this short but momentous o
campaign, no better guide can be recommended than Captain
'Siborne’s elaborate account,—the work of a life-time. Tn this
last suceess, Wellington, like a graceful actor, took his leave
of war, for this terminated his active military career.  The
‘right wing of the Duke’s army, in and about Ath, was coum-
manded by Lord Hill ; 'the left, near Braine le Comte and
Nivelle, was under the Prince of Orange; the cavalry, under
the Earl of Uxbridge, was quartered about Grammont, and
the reserve was in proxlmlty to Brussels and its neighbour~
hood. ‘

ACTION AT QUATRE BRAS,
1erH. JUNE, 1815.

Navornson left Paris on the 19th. of June, and endeavoured '
by one of those rapid marches for which he had been so cele-
brated, to interpose his forces between the British and Prussiemf;*
armies, and then attack them in detail. Information of this
movement arrived at Brussels during the evening of the 15th‘ ;

of June, and the Duke of Wellington caused the troops to. be :

prepared to march, Pursuing theiv way through the forest of
Soignies, Glenappe, and along the road towards Charleroi, after
4 march of twenty-two miles, they arrived on the 16th. of
June, at some farm-houses denominated Les Quatre Bras, where
the main road from Charleroi to Brussels is crossed by another
from Nivelles to Namur, and which served as the British
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communication with the Prussians on the left. Here the second
French corps, under Matshal, Ney, was developing a serious
attack agaivst thab position with, very superior numbers. L

The battl commenced by an attack on Perponcher’s Duteh-
. Belgian Brigade, which was commanded by the Prince of

‘."1“‘0r‘a‘nge. As fast as the British regiments arrived on the scens,

. they were formed and led into action. About two oclock
| Picton’s division came up, with Pack’s brigade, and Best’s
 Hanoverians: Soow after, part of the Black Brunswickers, and
 some of the Nassau troops arrived, and about six in the evening

: the brigads of Sir Colin Halkett, consisting of the 30th., 3ard.

69th, and 73rd. regiments, With Kielmansegge’s Hanoverians
came up. ; ‘ ‘
~ Considerable loss was sustained, but the repeated charges
of the enemy were repulsed. About four o'clock His Royal
Highness the Duke of Brunswick fell bravely fighting at the
‘head of his troops, who were seized with a panic, and retired,
‘p‘ursued by the French cavalry, who were repulsed in their turn
by the 92nd. In the Duke of Wellington’s account of this
action the 28th., 42nd.* 79th, and 92nd.t regiments were
specially mentioned.

Bpeaking of one of the attacks of the French cavalry, Cap-
tain W, Siborns, in his “ History of the War in France and
Belgium in 1816,” observes, ¢ If this cavalry attack had fallen
‘g0 unexpectedly upon the 42nd. Highlanders, still less had it

* CAs the4ond, regiment advanced through a field of rye, which reachied
nearly to the men’s shoulders, a body of cavalry was geen approaching,
which was supposed to be either Prussians or Flemings, but which
proved to be French. The mistake was not discovered in time to com-

- plete the proper formation to receive the charge; fhe regiment, how~
aver, atbempted to form square, and while in the act of so doing, the
French lancers galloped forward with great impetuosity, being agsured
of ‘victory when they saw the unprepared state of the regiment. The
regiment suffered severely ; butithe lancers were repulsed with loss.
When the enemy’s axdour was cooled and the attacks had becomd less
frequent and fierce, the regiment completed its formation. It had sug~
tained a severc losd in killed and wounded: Licutenant-Colonel Sir
Robert Macara, K.0,B., had fallen, and the command of the regiment

‘ (]%e.v;)clxed on Brevet Licutenant-Colonel (atberwards Sir Robert Henry)

ick, :

4 The Duke, on this occasion, was very nearly overtaken by the

French cavalry ; and being obliged to gallop towards the 92nd. High-

« Janders, he called out to the nearest men to lie down in the diteh, when
| he fairly leaped over them.”~—Captain Siborne. ‘ {
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i a,merton, percewmg tha,t the lancers were rapldly udva,ncmg |
againgt his rear, and that any attempt to form square WOu]d
ibe attended with dmminent danger, instantly decided upOIy
receiving them in line........Never, perhaps, did Bmtmh
mfantry d]vplay its cha!aeteustlc coolness and steadiness more
* eminently than on this tryuw' oceasion.  To have stood inia
thin two-deep line, awaiting, and prepared to receive, the
omset of hostile cavalry, would have been looked upon at least
, as @ most hazardous experiment ; but with its rear so suddenly
' menaced, and its flanks unsupported, to have instantly faced
| only one rank about, to have stood as if rooted to the ground,
to have repulsed ity assailants with so steady and well- du‘ected '
i fire, that numbers of them were destroyed—this was a feat
of arms which the oldest, or best-disciplined corps in the world
might have in vain hoped to accomplish; yet most successfully
and  completely was this achieved by the gallant second bat-
| talion of the 44th. British regiment, under its brave comnmnder’ " 2
b Lieutenant-Colonel Hamerton. e
“In this attack ocenrred one of those moldents which, in
daring, equal any of the feats of ancient chivalry ; ‘which make ,
the wildest fables of the deeds of the knights of old f),ppear‘
almost possible ; which cause the bearing of an 111d1v1dua1 to
stand out, at it were, in relief amidst the operations of the
masses ; and which, by their characteristic recklessness, almost
invariably ensure at least a partial success. A French lancey
gallantly charged at the colours, and severely wounded Ensign | l
Christie, who carried one of them, by a thrust of hig lance,
which, entering the left eye, penetrated to the lower jaw. = The
Frenchman then endeavoured to seize the standard, but the
brave Christie, notwithstanding the agony of his wound, with
a presence of mind almost unequalled, Aung himself upcm ity
not to save himself, but to preserve the honour of his regiment,
As the colour fluttered in its fall, the Frenchman tore off a
portion of the silk with the point of his lance; but he was
not permitted to bear the fragment beyond the ranks, . Both
shot and bayoneted by the nearest of the soldiers of the 44th,,
he was borne to the earth, paying with his life for his. dw-
pldy of ‘unavailing bmvery.




Just before seven oclock, Su' G Cookes br1gade of guard
‘\came into action, after a forced march of 27 mﬂes, drove )
. the enemy back, and repulsed at all points the repeated an&‘
Ide@pemte charges of Kellerman’s cavalry, supported by a prew‘
ponderance of artillery. As the British reinforcements arrwed‘
. Ney’s furiouy attacks became feeble and fewer, and about :
. sunset the ocouflict ceased, and the French retired upon the il
¢ village of Frasmes. After a long march of nearly forty mlleﬁ* W
“  the British cavalry, and some artillery arrived, but too late ot

j mght to take any part in the battle. “
 The following is a list of the regiments engaged, and of ‘
. their killed and wounded a; Quatre 'Bras, a battle gained by‘ o

‘ the British 1nfantry iy

n KILLED. LWOUNDED,

‘ Z Non- S Non
it il Offi- | com, | Offi- | com,
S b cers. (Offi. & cers. | Offi. &

! Men. Men. |
Roya.lArhﬂler 9 2 17
1st. Foot Gu{ud& "ond, battalion........ 2 23 40 1256
i GO T B T eon 6 | 935
Ind. o P RS ‘
Bed, v md. 7
30th. Regiment, nd. b 2 28 Wil
33rd. 5 I e G Taliepe
69th. o ond. Tley 4 {110
T3rd. SRR 0 S 4 4 44
DagE fepleis e 11 Ay
dilsoma. i 1st. Ly 1 21 i )
| 79th. i T 1.0 g e 9ns
95th. i Tat e 1 8 doaBt
1st. i SE N e 61 200 | 191180
4ond. i (A R T DD
44th. o FRUEI b e
92nd. i 1st, il e 4 35 210 226 1
A Mo e RS 25 289 18T 12031

Whilst Marshal Ney was attempting to force this position,
the Emperor defeated the Prussians at St. Amand and Ligny.
During the night Marshal Blucher, finding himself so weakened
by the severity of the contest, and the fourth corps not havmg
arrived, determined to fall hack and concentrate his army
npon Wavrc




OTION ON THE 17YH. OF JUNR.

. ACTION ON THE 17ta. OF JUNE.

Targ movement of the Prussian commander rendered a cor-
responding one necessary on the part of the British, who retired
from the farm of Quatre Bras upon Genappe, and thence on

' Waterloo on the morning of the 17th., at ten o'clock. No
 effort was made by the enemy to pursue Marshal Blucher, ‘

| neither was there any attempt to molest the march of the

British to the rear, although made in the middle of the day,

. excepting by following with a large body of cavalry, brought
from the French right, the cavalry under the Earl of Uxbridge,
who had taken up a position to cover the retrograde move-
ment, The rear of the infantry and artillery having proceeded
some miles along the great voad from Quatre Bras through
Genappe, the cavalry were withdrawn by brigades in succession,
each brigade re-forming as soon as it arrived at a suitable
position in the rear of the column, The enemy’s cavalry ad- ‘
vanced in great force; the main body of his army moved on |

. Quatre Bras, and his advance guard began to press on the
rear of the retiring troops. To check this movement, the 7T¢h. '
hussars charged a corps of French lancers in the town of Ge-
nappe ; the lancers, however, having their flanks secure, presented
an almost impenetrable row of pikes, and they were enabled
to repel the charge. The attack was repcated by the hussars,
but without making any impression ; the French cavalry pressing
forward, passed the ground occupied by the 7th., when the
1st. Tife Guards wers directed by the Earl of Usbridge to
charge the French lancers. Wheeling about, the Life Guards
advanced to the attack, which proved irresistible, and the
lancers were pursued through the streets of Genappe. = After
this repulse the retreat was continued with cannonading and
skirmishing, until the cavalry arrived at the position of Mont.

St. Jean, in front of the forest of Soignies, and near to the,
village of Waterloo. ‘ \

About five in the afternoon the allies had taken up their
preseribed position, and during the wet and disagreeable night,
violent showers having fallen during the afternoon, and the rain




contmmng thrcughout the mght a.ccompamed by cold“andr

 victories, awaited the dawn of the memorable 18th. of June.

P I

BATILE OF WATERLOO.
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Tax posmon which was taken up in front of Waterloo
olosqed the high-roads from Charleroi and Nwe]les, its rxg&t
being thrown back to a ravine near Merke Braine, which
was oceupied ; its left extended to a height above the hamlet
i of Mer la Haye, which was also occupied. Tn front of the
rlght centre, and near the Nivelles road, the house and
garden of Hougomont, which covered the retmm of that
flank, was made available for defence, and in front of the
left. centre the farm of La Haye Sainte was put to o similar
‘use. By the left a communication was maintained with
Marshal Prince Blucher, at Wayre, through Ohain, who had
promised that in case of an attack, he would advance in
support, not with ome or more corps, but with his whole
army,

(On a range of heights in front of the British, were col-
lected during the night the whole of Napoleon’s army, with
the exception of the third corps, under Marshal Groucly,
who had hbeen detached to watch the movements of the
Prussians. At about half-past ten ou the morning of the
18th., a furious attack was made upon the post at Hougo‘-‘
mont, occupied by a detachment from Major-Gleneral Byng's
‘brigade of Guards, which was in position in its rear, and
it was for some time under the command of ILieutenant-
- Colonel (afterwards Sir James) Maedonell, and subsequently
‘under Colonel Home., T was maintained throughout the day
with the utmost gallantry by these brave troops, although
repeated efforts of, large bodies vainly endeavoured to Obmm
possession of the place.

“About one dclock & cart of ammunition, w}nch had been

strong gusts of wind, so frequently a prelude to the Dukes

e




suddenly hurst upon them, mmgled with the %hmxts of o

column rushmg on to a fresh attack. A cloud of tirailleurs '

“pushed through the wood and corn-fields: they were aimed
ot with fatal certainty from the loopholes, windows, and
~summit of the building. But the enemy eventually compelled
/the few men that remained outside to withdraw into the
‘chateau by the rear gate. In the meantime the French
redoubled their efforts against it, and the fire of the imme-
diate defenders of that point for a moment ceased.  The
gate was then forced. At this critical moment Macdonell
rushed to the spot with the officers and men nearvest at
‘hand, and not only expelled the assailants, but re-closed the
gate. = The enemy, from their overwhelming numbers, again.
 entered the yard, when the guards retired to the house, and
i kep‘t up from the windows such a destructive fire, that the
- French were driven out, and the gate once motre was closed.”
Such is the description given by Colonel MacKinuon, in

hig valmble “ Record of the Origin and Services of the Cold-

stream Cluards”  Claptain Siborne thus nareates the cireum-:
| stances - The French, however, succeeded in' forcing the
gate ; bub the defenders betook themselves to the nearest

cover, whence they poured a fire upon the intruders, and

then rushing forward, a struggle ensued, which was distin.
' gnished by the most intrepid courage on both sides. AR
length  Lieutenant-Colonel Macdonell, Captain ~ Wyndham,
Ensigns  Gooch and Hervey, and Sergeant CGraham, of  the
Coldstrenm Giuards, by dint of great personal strength and
exertions, combined with extraordinary bravery and perseve-
rance, succeeded in closing the gate against their assailants.
Those of the latter who had eutered the courtyard Eell« &
sucmﬁca to their undaunted and conspicuous gallantry.’ S

Alluding to Sergeant Graham, he adds, “This mdlv;dua]
deserves honourable mention, having greatly distinguished
himself during the memorable defence of Hougomont. At a
later period of the day, when in the ranks along the garden

wall facmg the wood, and when the smu ggle was most severe |
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in tha.t quartar, he dBk&\(t Lieutenant- Colnnel Macdonell’ it

_ permission to fall out. The Colonel, xiowing the chamcter
of the wman, explessed his surprise at the request made at
such a moment.  Graham explained that his brother lay
wounded in one of the buildings then on fire, that he wished
to remove him to a place-of safety, and that he would then

lose no time in rejoining the ranks:  The request was granted :
Graham suceeeded in snatching his brother from the horrible
fate which menaced him, laid him in a ditch in rear of the
enclosires, and, true to his word, was again ab his posts

Finding Hougomont so stubbornly defended, the Freneh
artillery opened upon the house, which was quickly in a
blaze. = The Guards however, about 2000 men, with 1100
Glerman troops, maintained the post to the end of 'the day,
against the repeated attacks of nearly 30,000 men. The loss
of the enemy was fearful, the killed and wounded lying in
in heaps round the chateau, in the woods, and in eyery
avenue leading to it. The division of General Foy alone lost
3000 men, and the total loss of the French in their attacks
upon this position, was not far short of 10,000 killed and
wounded.

. This attack upon the right of the British centre was ac-
companied by a heavy cannouade upon the whole line, which
was destined to support the repeated attacks of cavalry and
infantry, occasionally mixed, but sometimes separate, that were
made upon it. In one of these the French carried the farm.
house of La Haye Sainte, as the detachment of the light
battalion of the German Legion, which held it, had expended
all its ammunition, and the enemy occupied the only com-
munication there was with them. = Repeated charges were
made by the French cavalry upon the infantry, but these
attacks were uniformly unsuccessful, and they afforded oppor-

 tunities to the British cavalry to charge, in one of which Lord
Hdward Somerset’s brigade, consisting of the Life Guards,‘
Royal Horse Guards, and lst. Dragoon Guards, highly dis-
tinguished itself, with that of Major-General Sir William
Ponsonby, -having taken many prisoners and an eagle.

Soon after four o'clock a grand onslaught was made on the
British front by the whole of the French cavalry ; euirassiers,
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. lancers, and chasseurs & cheval of the Tmperial Guard, consmtmg
of about forty squadrons, supported by a tremendous fire
of artillery. ' As they advanced, every discharge of the British
guns, double shotted, fearfully shattered their ranks ; but they
" rushed on, with shouts of “Vive I'Empereur I” to the very
faces of the infantry squares, inside of which the gunners
were lying down for shelter, and swept round the flanks, till
they recoiled in disorder and confusion before the close and
destructive five under which men and horses fell in heaps.
These attacks continued to be repeated until about seven
o'clock in the evening, and the Prussians were fast approach-
ing Planchenoit, on the right rear of the enemy, with about
30,000 men and sixty-four guns, when Napoleon made
"5 last desperate effort with his Imperial Guard in  two
columns, supported by the fire of artillery, to force the left
centre, near the farm of La Haye Sainte. Led by Ney, the
veterans of Jena and Wagram, in spite of a decimating fire
of case and grape shot, advanced to within fifty yards of
. Halkett’s brigade, and the Foot Guards, who were lying down
to avoid the cannonade which covered the onset of Napoleon’s ;
chosen troops.  On the word being given, the Guards in a
line four deep, sprang to their feet, and poured in such a
destructive volley that the front of the column of the Im-
perial Guard seemed to melt away, Their officers vainly
strove to rally them, when the British with a ringing cheer
charged, and the enemy were driven down the hill in wild
. confusion. = The second column of the Imperial Guard, rent
and torn by close discharges of case shot, and assailed with
volleys of musketry in front and flank, also broke, turned,
and fled, only two rear battalions retaining their ranks.
Having observed that the enemy retired from this attack
in great confusion, and that the march of General Bulow’s
corps upon Planchenoit and La Belle Alliance had begun to
take effect, the fire of his cannon being perceived, and as
Marshal Prince Blucher had joined in person with a corps
of his army to the left of the British line by Ohain, the Duke
immediately advanced the whole line of  infantry, supported
by the cavalry and artillery. The Anglo-allied army formed
line, and with one impetuous charge decided the fortune of

L




' the day. Theenemywusforced from his pqsiﬁun u the
~ heights, and fled in the utmost confusion, The pursuit wi
| continued until long after dark, and then, in cbnéeqi;rq

© of the fatigne of the British troops, which had been engaged
. during twelve hours, Marshal Blucher was left to follow the

enemy, from whom he captured sixty pieces of cannon, “1?&7

longing to the Tmperial Guard, together with several carriages,

J,Imgga,ge, ete, belonging to Napoleon.  About one'hnndred
‘and fifty pieces of cannon, with their ammunition, had been

taken by the British, together with two eagles.

. Sir Thomas Picton,* the hero of so many Peninsula actions,
 fell, and Major-Gieneral the Honourable Sir William Ponsonby.
The Barl of Uxbridge, after having passed unscathed throughout

the day, lost his right leg by nearly the last shot fired, and

| His Royal Highness the Prince of Qrange was  wounded.
. Lieutenant-General Sir Charles Baron Alten, Major-Glenerals Sir

Colin Halkett, Sir-Edward Barnes, (Adjutant-Gleneral,) Fred :

Adam, Sir James Kempt, and Cooke, and Colonel Sir William

*#0TE 18 ouly recently that the vemains of Sir Thomas Picton were
remoyed to St. Paul’'s. In the Zimes of Thursday, May &th, 1859,
appeared a letter from 'W. Brower, Esq., of 21, George Street, Han-

~ over Square, stating that in the vanlts of the burying ground in the
Bagswater road, might be seen the thick chest or oak hox, in which the
remains of this general, as they were paclked up in the village of

Waterloo, and sent to ¥ngland, were deposited. As these vaults were

Just cloged by order of the Privy Couneil, and the brickwork to close
in the coffing wag at once to be commenced, this gentleman appealed
0 the country that the body 'of this illustrious warrior might be de~
posited in some distinguished matsoleum :—the result of this appeal
‘was that the remains of this gallant general were renmoved on the g!;h.,
of June, 1859, to St Paul’s, und  the following account of the cere-
mony appeared in the Morning Post of Thutsday, June 9th,, 1859

‘ Yesterday morning, according to arrangement, the remains of the
late Lisutenant-Gremeral Sir Thomas Picton were removed from the

gemetery belonging to the parish of St. George, Hanover Square, to St

Paul’s Cathedral.
| “T'he coffin was placed on & gun-carriage, drawn by eight horses,
It was' covered with a rich gilk Genoa velvet pall with richly em-
blazoned armorial bearings of the late general, and with the union=-
Jack. Whe procession was under the direction of the Royal Artillery.
The first carriage’ contained Mr. J. Picton, the Hon, Colonel Vercker,
Oolonel Bagot, and General Wood. The second contained the Rev.
Henvy Howrarth, rector of $6. George’s, Hanover Square, Mr. Stanley,

and Dr. Brewer. Inthe third were Mt Cooper, My, Westerton, and

and Treherne, Then followed the carriages of Lord Strafford, the

Right Hon. My, Esteourt, the Home Secretary, Lord Gough, General




it

i $1rt B, Stovin, Sir John Buargoyne, Hir Hew Ross, Sir Robert Gva,rtﬁnei;, /

Vain would it be to select regiments on this glorious oc-
oasi n} %It gives me the greatest satisfaction (so wrote the
Duke to Harl Bathwrst,) to assure your Lordship, that the
_army, never, upon. any oceasion, conducted iself better. The
 division of Guards, under Major-General Cooke, who is severely
wounded ; Major-Cleneral  Maitland, and Major-General Byng,

and Sir Jamey Coleman., Al

| fCAmongst the others who appeared ag mouiners was the Rev. Dr.
. Muacnab, of Canada, representing his uncle, Captain Alexander Mace |
| nab, of the 30th. Regiment of Foot, who was aide~de-camp to CGeneral |

. Picton, sand who fell at the battle of Waterloo.

** The procession moved slowly throuwh the principal) strects 6o St

. Paul’s Cathedral, ' When the body reached St. Paul’s Cathedral, some
| time was taken up in removing the ponderous mass from the gun-
\carriage, and beaving up the steps on the south side into the Cathedral.

| 1t was there met by thé Very Rev. the Dean Milman, Avchdeacon Hale,

the Rev. W, Murray and several other prebendaries and mino: canons,

| who preceded the body to the arypty, where a vault had been cons
the tomb of Wellington, the illustrious chief of

| structed not far fro
the noble hero. At that moment the organ began 1o play the ‘Dead

«March in Saul? Followed by the old comrades of the illustrions

general, the body was conveyed, in the most solemn silence, to the

- tomb, where it was received aud lowered into the grave in the presence
of Colonel Vereker, Mr. J. Picton, and & large number of private | |

mourners,’’ |

% Lady de Lancey, o sister of Captain, Basil Hall, carefully attended
hey dyine husband, Six ' William de Lancey, in. a peasant’s cottage at
Waterloo, for seven or eight days after the battle, in which he had been
severely wounded, and, in fact, was at first veturned as Killed.  Tn
¢! Recollections, by Samuel Rogers,” the following accotint is given by

e Duke :—* De Lancey was with me when he was struck, We were

ona point of land that overlooked the plain, and I had just been
warned by some soldiers, (but as I saw well from it, and as two s
divisions were cugaging below, I had said, ¢ Never mind,") when a ball
came leaping along en richocket, s it is called, and striking him on the
back, sent him many yards over the head of his horse. He fell on his
face, and bounded upward and fell again. = All the staff dismounted,
and ran to him; and when I came up he said, {Pray tell them to
Aeave me, and let me die in peace.’ I had him conveyed into the rear:
and two days afterwards, when, on my retum from' Brussels, I saw
him in a barn, he spoke with such strength that T said, (for I had re-
ported him among the killed,) 'Why, De Langey, you will hiave the

« adyantage of Sir Condy in Castle Rackrent ; you will know what your
friends said of you after you were dead.” ‘T hope I shall,’ he replied.
Poor fellow ! ‘We had known each other ever since we were hoys.
‘But I had no time to be sorry s I went on with the army, and never
saw bhim againt i
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| set an example which was followed by all; and there is m :

officer nor description of troops, that did not behave well” |

At Waterloo the Anglo-allied army consisted of sxxt;yvseven
thousand six hundred and sixty-one men, and one hundred
and fifty- six guns ;* and the Krench had seventy-one thousand
nine hundred and forty-seven men, and two hundred and forty-

six guns, composed of fifteen thousand seven hundred and

sixty-five cavalry, seven thousand two hundred and thlrty-twu
artillery, and forty-eight thousand nine hundred and fifty in-
fantry.

Both Houses of Parliament voted their thanks to the army "
with the greatest enthusiasm, *for its distingnished valour at
Waterloo ;” and the following regiments engaged, also  the
battalions to which they are now linked, but which took no
part in the battle, bear the word ¢ WATERLOO” on their colours
and appointments, in commemoration of their distinguished
gervices on the 18th. of June, 1815, namely, 1st. and 2nd. Life
Giuards, Royal Horse Guards, 18t. Dragoon Guards, 1sty, 2nd.,

‘6th., 7th., 20th. 1ith, 12th., 13th. 15th., and 16th. Light

Dragoons, Grenadier Guards, (‘oldstleam Guards, Scots Fusilier
Gua.rds, 1st., 4th., 14th,, 23rd., a7th., 28th., 30th., 32nd., 33rd.,
40th., 42nd., 44th.; blst., Eund 69th., 7lst., 73rd., 79th., and
92nd., Foot, Rifle Bngade, and Royal Artillery. Every subaltern
officer and soldier present in this battle, or in either of the
actions immediately preceding it, received permission to count
two. years additional service.

The oft-mooted question as to the share taken in this mo-

" mentous contest by the Prussians, and to their presence on the

field in gaining the victory, must be met by the Duke’s
opinion, as expreqsed in his despatch :— 1 should not do justice
to my own teelnws, or to Marshal Blucher and the Prussian

Cav. | Art. | Gans. Intantry

British o iieveiiiiciiiiiine | 5843 | 2967 | 78 15,181
Hing’s German Legion .. dvdvaieioy 1997 | 626 18 3,301
Bl smavermama i taiie b Gl A97 146501 12 110,268

Brunsgrickears | Ll laies c GRS el 866 | 510 16 4, ’7%
Nagaanigars. Vit Cliamee ey | : 2,880
(Dutel Belotahss iy biiel g iy { 8205 | 11700 32 13,402

R ..., [12408 | 5645 | 156 | 49,608




army, |  attribute, the successful result of (thi
‘arduous day to ‘the cordial and timely assistance T received
(from them. The operation of General Bulow upon the enemy’
flank was a most decisive one; and, even if T had not found
~ myself in a situation to make the attack which produced the
. final result, it would have forced the enemy to retire if hig
. attacks should have failed, and would have prevented him
 from taking advantage of them if they should unfortunately
. have succeeded.” There are, however, even now, sonie preju-
. diced people, who exclaim, like Solomon Probity, in “The
 Chimney  Corner,” “Don’t tell me | it was Blucher as won
Waterloo.” - / ; ‘ e
The meeting of the Duke and Blucher at La Belle Alliance
‘after the battle is apocryphal. Tn the concluding volume of
the Wellington Dispatches, (page 832,) thers is a letter to.
Mr, Mudford, in which oceurs the following passage in reference
" o this and other mis-statements % Of these a remarkable in.
 stance 1s to be found in the report of a meeting bet“w\een‘ e
\ Matshal Blucher and me at La Belle Alliance ; and some have
(. gope 8o far as to have seen the chair on' which I sat down.
| in that farmhouse. Tt happens that the meeting took place
\after ten at night, at the village. of Genappe ;. and anybody
‘who attempts to describe with truth the operations of the dif-
ferent armies will see that it could not be otherwise. In
trath, T was not off my horse #ill I returned to Waterloo,
. between eleven and twelve at night,” TR
iThe following ancedote is illustrative of the effect produced
by the irvesistible attack of the Life Gluards *—Immediately
after the first charge, while the Life Guards were pursuing
the! French, three of their cuirassiors turned down a marrow .
lane, with a view of escaping that way, and they  were
pursued by Private John Johnson, of the 2nd. reginiént. ;
There proved to be no thoroughfare at the end of the
" road, when Johngon, though aﬂone, attacked the three, and,
after a slight resistance, they surrendered themﬁglves prisoners, G

& | The Life Guards and Blues were without cuirasses at Waterlao ;
il and the Ist. Foot Guards peceived the royal authority to be styléd
Grenadier Guards, to commemorate their having been victorious over
the Imperial Guard.
Q
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; bevera.l ihstances of dwtmgmshed bravery dlsplayed hy e
dividuals of the Life Guards, have been recorded ; amongst
 others, Corporal Shaw and Private Godley, of the 2nd.
regiment, The former for his great prowess, and the number
of cuirassiers he slew; and the latter for a distinguished
act of bravery, namely, when his horse was killed, himself
wounded, and his helmet knocked off, barcheaded as he was,

 he attacked a cuirassier, slew him, and mounted his horse.

. Shaw was killed in the first charge. Godley lived several
years after, and a stone was erected to his memory by his
comrades in the burial-ground of St. John’s Wood, London,
. with appropriate devices and inscription. During the  en-
gagement the Duke of Wellington came to the head of the
st regiment of Life Chiards, and thanked the squadrons for
. their gallant behaviour, i

Colonel TFerrier, of the st Life Guards, before he fell
had eleven times led his regiment to the charge. Several of
these charges were made after his Head was laid open by a
sabre cut, and his body had been pierced by a lance.
. During the heat of tbe conflict Captain Alexander Kennedy
' Olark, (now Lieutenamt-General A. K. Clark Kennedy, C.B.)
commpgnding the centre squadron of the 1st. Royal Dragoons,
having led his men about two bundred yards beyond the
second hedge on the British left, perceived, in the midst of :
a crowd of infantry, the eagle of the Irench 105th, regiment,
with which the bearer was endeavouring to escape to the
rear, Against this body of men Captain Clark instantly led
his squadron ab full speed, and, plunging into the midst of
the crowd, overtook, and slew the French officer who carried
the eagle. Several men of the Royal Dragoons coming up
at the moment of its eapture, Captain Clark gave the eagle
to Corporal Stiles, and ordered him to carry it to the rear,
The corporal was sfterwards rewarded with an ensigney in
the 6th. West India Regiment. i

Another eagle, that of the French 45th. regiment, was
captured by Sergeant Charles Ewart, of the 2nd. Royal North
British Dragoons. This gained for the gallant sergeant an.
ensigney in the 3rd. Royal Veteran Battalion.

The following is a remarkable instance of preservation i—



i 1tenant ~ Gem:ge Dﬂherty, of the 13t)1. nght Dmgoung,
| besides being severely wounded in the head, was, stmdcw by

a ball, which was stopped and flattened by the interposition

‘of his watch. He had taken out his watch to remark
\ the ' time, when the regiment was ordered to advance, and
ot being able to return it he put it into the breast of
. his jacket, and thus, providentially, his life was saved. |
' In ome of the charges made by the 28th. regiment at
Waterloo, o flag belonging to the 25th. French regiment was
taken by Private John O’Brien, of the eighth company, who
_the moment after received a severe wound, which ultimately
oceasioned the loss of his legi The trophy, however, was

preserved, and sent to Major-Gleneral Sir James Kempt, who =

commanded the division, when the regiment airived at Paris.
In the “Letters of Colonel Sir Augustus Simon Frazer,
K.CB.,” commanding the Royal Horse Artillery in the army
under the Duke of Wellington, edited by Major-General Edward
Sabine, from which ‘the above has been extracted, is | this
 allusion. to Waterloo :—“ Never was there a more bloody
affair, never so hot a fire. Bonaparte put in practice every .
idevice of war. He tried us with artillery, with cavalry, and,
last of all, with infantry. The efforts of each were gigantic,
. but the admirable talents of our Duke, seconded by such
| troops ag he oommzmds, baflled every attempt.”

There is some difference of opinion as to the exach time the
battla commenced. In the “Tife of Lord Hill” by the Rey.
Edwin Sidney, A.M., oceurs the following :—“In reading the
various accounts of this battle, it is curious to observe ‘the
diserepancies as to the time it commenced, Lord Hill has,
.~ however, settled this point. On arriving in London the gutumn
after the conflict, he passed hls first  evening at the house of
hig fncnd Lord Teignmouth. Jan you tell me, said Tord
Teignmouth, ‘at what time the action commenced ¥  Lord Hill
replied, ‘1 took two watches into action with me, On consul’umg
my stop-watch after the. battle was over, I found that the first
gun was fired at ten minutes before twelve.’

Captain Moorgom, in his “H1st01v of the 52nd. nght In-
frmtay, gives the following characteristic account of the com-
mencement of the action :—*The night was wet and disagree-




hls subnltern Gawler, who ‘was another of the sa,me Pemn-
ula ‘mould and quietly remarked, "Phere it goas. "I‘h,e leaders,
in fact, had then opened the ball” |
Ip the “Life of Lord Hill» befom quoted oceurs the fol-
oW1 count of hhe ﬁnal stmggle. “Sn- Dlgby Mackwori,h

‘Gum‘dn The ngh‘o Bngade was lymg under the brow of
he hill, and gave and received . vo]leyq within half-plstol-shot
élxstance Here Lord Hill's horse was shot under him, and,
‘he ascertained the ncxt morning, was shot in five places.
The general was yolled over and severely: bruised, but in the
mélée this was unknown to us for about half an hour. We
knew not ‘what was become of him ; we feared he had peen
Killed ; and none ean tell you the heart~felt joy which wo felt

hen he re-,}omed us, not serionsly yurt When the tremendous
day was over, Lord Hill and his staff again re- occupled the
ittle eottage they left in the morning. His two gallant brothm,
Bir Robert Hill and Colonel Clement Hill, had been, removed
ounded to Brussels; the party was, nevertheless, mine o
11i1“uber. A soup made by Lord Hill’s servant, from. two fowls,
a8 all their refreshment, after hours of de&pemte fighting
mthoub a morsel of food. Lord Hill himself was bruised and
nll of pam All night Iong, the groans and shrieks of suf-
ferers were the chwf sounds that et their ears. It was to
mthem aJI a night of the gxeatcst misery. The men whom the
\mtwns of Turope were about to welcome with acc]amabmm,
and to entertain in palaces, could only exchange mgh for qxg*h
mth aach othsr m 2 wretf:hed cottage. Such 1§ war evm to




all the earth I”
i e cabua.ltles amongst the officers’ of the Pritish arm‘y,‘ |
f(mduchng the Kingls Clerman Legion,) amounted to one hun- . |
. dred and thlrty—nmo killed, five hundred and eighty-five wounded;
| and fifteen missing.  The Hanoverian troops had twenty officers,

' and three hundred and eight men killed, seventy-sewen officers

and one thousand two hnndred and forty-four men wonnded.
The Brunswick froops had seven officers and one hundved. a,nd‘ ‘
i forty- _seven men killed, and twenty-six officers and four huh«
/dred and thirty men wounded. The Nassan contingent had
five officers and two hundred and forty-nine men Kkilled, and
. nineleen officers and three hundred and seventy Tien Wounderi

 Numerous as these casualtics were, those of the French far
. exceeded them, amounting, according to the most correct cal-

culations, to abcsut thirty thousa,nd e i Sl i

s s |

tl

THE WMERLQO MEJ.)AL e
: A wmubAL was struck  for this victory, thh was conferred i
on all present in the thres wactions of the 16th, 17hy and :
18th, of June, 1816.. Tn a letter from the Duke of Wellington .

' 4o the Duke of York, dated Orville, 28th. June, 1815, His

Girace wrote, 1 would likewise beg leave to suggest to vom*
Royal Highness the expedluncy of giving to the non-commls-
sioned officers and soldiers engaged in the Battle of Waterloo a
medal. I am ‘convinced it would have the best effect in the
army ; and if that battle should settle our concerns, they will
well deserve it.” In a letter from His Grace/to Earl Bathurst,
Secrotary of State for the War Department, on the: 17th. of
September, this passage occurs i—“1I hsxve long intended  to

write to you about the medal for Waterloo 1 recomwended

that we should all have the sarne. medal hung to the same‘

ribbon as that now used thh the medals.” !
The Waterloo ‘Medal has on the ohverse the laureated head :
2 of the Prince Regent, inscribed Guorae P. ReceNT ; on the

reverse is Vittory, seated on a pedestal, holding the palm in

‘ the right hand and the olive branch in the left. Abmfe the :
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‘ﬁvure of Vlctory 18 the name of ‘the ﬂlustriouq comman&er_“
 Warrinaron, and under it the word WATERLOO, with the date i

of the battle, June 18th., 1815, This figure evidently owes 1ts

. origin ‘to the ancient Greek coin represented in’ the accom— gl o
‘ p{mymg engmvmg A speclmen ‘of the coin i3 preqerved i

Corx or Eris, about 450, B.c.

the Bntwh Museum, = The name, rank, and regiment of the

‘medal, which was to be suspended. from the button-hole of
the nniform to the ribbon authorized for the military medals,

of the 23rd. of April, 1816, was published the following

ofﬁcml notification »—
MEMORANDUM.

(% Horse Guards, March 10th., 1816;

¢ The Prmco Regent has been  graciously pleased, in the
name and on the behalf of His Majesty, to command, that in
commemoration of the brilliant and decisive victory of Waterloo,
a medal should bs conferred on every officer, non-commissioned

officer, and soldier of the Bmtx%h Army, present upon that

memorable oceasion.
“His Royal Highness has further been pleased to command

that the ribbon issued with the medal, shall never be worn .

but with the medal suspénded to it.
By command of Hisz Royal Highness the Prince Regent ;
FrepErioR, Commander-in-Chief,
H. TorruENS, Mamr General and Mxhtary %uetmy

* In an interesting paper, entitled ‘f Apsimy Hovs%  which appunred

Jain the £ Quarterly Revmv b oy Maxeh, 1853, dmcmptwe of a visit to

the late.Duke’s residence, the wntPr thus alludes to this medal,— ‘¢ His
own Waterloo medal,, onfrruwd ¢ Arthur, Duke of Welhngtnn, and

1 much worn by use, with the ring cubbled and mended by himseit, Is :
" indeed. a velic.” ‘

e

lofficer or, soldier were engraved round the edge* of the

namely, ctimson with blue edges. In the “London Cazette,”
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Fie

. The di bmctie for Waterloo became the more valuable, fi
 the fact that there Was only one ribbon and one medal fm, all
ranks of the army, from the Commander of the Forcas to bhe_ji
youngest drummer. : v
b The 8bth., 54th., b59th, and 9lst. regiment‘s forming the}”-
. brigade of Bir Charles Colville, which was detached, were
. granted the medal but these regiments do not bear “Waterloo”,»'
on their colours. ‘

. The Prince Regent also ordered that medals should be give

to the Brunswickers who survived the actions of the 16th.,’
17th., and 18th. of June. This medal, of bronze, . was‘made@
from the captured guns.  Obwerse, bust of Duke Hredericlk
William, who fell at Quatre Bras, with the legend,  Friedrich
Wilhelm Herzog.” Reverse, the date 1815, within a wreath
of oak and laurel; legend, “Braunschweig Seinen Kriegem —
Quatre Bras and Waterloo,” the rlbbon yellow, with a hghb
blue border. o
 The Hanoverian troops present at Waterloo, 1eeewed e
silver medal. Obyerse, laureated head of the Prince Regent,
with, the legend, *George Prinz Regent, 1815”7 Reverse,
“Waterloo, June 18th., ”‘ above which is a military trophy,
below, lawrel branches; legend, “Hannoverscher Tapfnrkelt Gt
Ribbon, red with blue border. o

. To the soldiers of the Duchy  of Ndssau, a small sﬂver‘:‘
medal was a,waldul worn with a dark blue ribbon, | yellow |
edge.

THE CAPE OR SOUTH AFRICA MEDAL

Ox the 22nd. of November, 1854, a general order was |
issued, announcing that the Queen had been pleased to com-
mand that a medal should be prepared, “to commemorate the =
suecess of her Majesty’s Forces in the wars in which they were
engaged against the Kaffirs, in the years 1834-5, 1846-7, and
in' the period between the 24th. of December, 1850, and the
 6th, of February, 1853 ; one of which was to be conferred on
every surviving officer, non-commissioned officer, and soldier
of the regular forces, including the officers of fha staff, and
the officers an’dz‘ men of the Royal Artillery, Royal Engineé‘rs,




‘d Sappﬂrs ancl“ Mmers, Who autuaﬂy c:erxveél in the ﬁeld‘ j

 against the enemy in South Africa, at the periods a,lludad to, il

 excluding those who may have been dismissed for subsequent”‘ g
mxsconduct or who have deserted and are absent.” ;

. The obverse has the Queen’s head, with the ingcription

‘ ““VIQTOB,_IA Rreina, On the reverse is the lion crouching} under

L shub, aboye which are the words Sovrs ArricA, and

bpnea,th the year “1853.” The ribbon is orange, with dark

' blue stripes. No clasp was granted with this medal for any

of the actions fought during the campaigns between 1834,

and 1852. 'The same medal, or rather one similar, with the

 substitution of crossed assegais and a shield in the exergue,

| instead of the date 1853 (ribbon the same), was given for

the  campaigny « in  Kaffrarin, Basutoland, and  Zululand ;

agamst the Galokas and Oaikas 1877-78, the Criquas 1878,

‘Basutos_ 1879, Zulus 1879, and Sekukuni 1878-79. The dates

. of the campaigr}}z are given on the only clasp issued.




NS IN SOUTH AFRICA,

| CAMPAIGNS IN SOUTH AFRICA.
| 1834-5.

Tun aggressions of the Kaffir tribes, which were divided
into three nations, the Amapondas, the Tambookies, and the
. Ataakosa, about this time assumed a formidable and an G
atrocious character before unknown. The colonial boundary
‘extended, on one side, to the Keiskamma; but a chief named
Magcomo had been permitted o reside within the British

territory. Owing to some outrages committed by him and his
followers on the Tambookies, he was deprived of the lands
: _ he held by sufferance in the British territory. His expulsion,
. however, was not strictly enforced until 1833, when he was
i retoved beyond the boundary, and he became violently in-
censed against the government. The predatory habits of the
Kaffirs also led to disputes when the British were searching

. for stolen property, and the lenity observed towards the ag-
L gressms, emboldened them to become more violent in their
. abtacks, Towards the end of 1834, multitudes of Kaffirs rushed

mto the colony, and commenced the work of murdsr, rapine,
and devastation by fire amongst the settlers, The ruins of
once flourishing farms spoke of savage vengeance. Graham’s
Town was barricaded, and the houses turned into fortifications.
Troops were ordered to the frontier, and preparations were
made to carry hostilities into the heart of Kaffirdand, to visit
with necessary chastisement these aggressions, and to take
measures to prevent the recurrence of similar outrages. i
The forces which were assembled for operations beyond
the eastern frontier, were distributed into four divisions, The
| first division, (with which were the head-quarters of the Com-
- mander-in-Chief, Major-Gieneral Sir Benjamin D'Urban, K.C.B,,)
was commanded by Lieutenant-Colonel Peddie, K.H,, of the
72nd. Highlanders, and consisted of two guns Royal Artillery,
. a detachment of Cape Mounted Riflemen, 72nd, Highlanders, .
first battalion Provisional Infantry, and the Swellendam Burgher
Force. The second was commanded by Licutenant-Colonel
Somerset, KH., and was composed of two' guns Royal Artillery,
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Oape Mounted Rlﬁemen, (head (uarter dwmon,) the George,
Uitenhage, and the Albany Burgher Forees. The third, com-
manded by Major Cox, of the 75th, regiment, consisted of twoﬂ,
guns Royal Artillery, detachment Cape Mounted Riflemen, secoud it
 battalion Provisional Infantry, detachment Swellendam Burgher
~ Force, Beaufort Burgher Force, and the Kat River Legion.
Mhe iourth under Field Onmmandant Van Wyk, consisted of ’
‘the Somerset Burgher Force. ’

(olonel Smith, C.B., (afterwards the celebrated Su' Ha.rry

bmlth of Aliwal,) was appointed second in command, con-

tinning at the same time in the performance of his duties ag
Chief of the Staff to the United Regular and Burgher Forces o
on the 26th. of March, 1835, he led a well-directed inroad into’ '

the enemy’s country ; the Buffalo Mountaing were penetrnted e
‘and the combined and successive operations in Kaffirland were

‘eminently suceessful, numerous heads of cattle, the great wealth
of the enemy, belm captured.
" On the 24th. of April, 1835, it was declared tha.t the
troops were in a state of hostility with the Kaffir tribes of
the Chief Hintza, but it was decided that no kraals or huts
shotld be burnt, and that the gardens and cornfields should
be foraged in a regular manner* The operations of the
troops were so successful that Hintza sued for peace, which
wasg concluded personally with that chief by the end of the
month. ‘
To give some idea of the difficulties inseparable from these
campaigns, it may be sufficient to state that in the expedition
beyond the mouth of the Bashee, Colonel Smith, with  his,
force, composed of detachments of the 72nd., Cape Mounted
Riflemen, and some colonial levies, in seven days marched
two hundred and eighteen miles, overcame all opposition,
crossed and re-crossed this large river, of very difficult banks,
and brought off from its further side three thousand head
of cattle, which had been plundered from the colony, ‘besides

% At this period the Fingo tribes placed; themselves under the,
protection of the British government ; igreat care was ordered to be
obscrved thabt they should not be taken for the enemy. THeir
warriors were dlqmwumhed iwm the Kaﬁirs, by carrying shwld.s
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J ““resoum" from destructmn 2 thouszmd of the Fingo race, who

] - would have fallen a sacrifice to the Kaffirs.

The difficult and laborious service of conducting the Brltlsh
missionaries and traders, with their families and effects,
(previously brought in from the Bashee by Captain Warden,)
the Hingo mnation, amounting to more than ten thousand
gouls, from the eagtern side of the Kei, into the colonial
border, was accomplished by Colonel Somerset, with the second
division.

It is a singular fact that the tribes were found to possew
many guns, but without ammunition, and strenuous exeértions {
were 1sed to prevent gunpowder being conveyed beyond the
boundary of the eastern frontier by importers and retail
denlers. ‘

Major William Clox, of the 75th. rvegiment, made a very
- successful series of operations in the mountains of the Chumie,
"Amatola, and Keiskamma range during the end of July, and
- beginning  of August, 1835, which resulted in an interview
with Macomo and other chiefs, when a provisional cessation
of hostilities was agreed upon.* )

During Septemaber some effectnal excursions were made by
Lieutenants Moultrie and Bingham, of the 75th, . which "
caused them to be thankcd in orders by the Commander-in-Chief
at the Cape, (Major-Gleneral Sir Benjamin I'Urban, K.OB.)
who also therein praised the cool and soldier-like conduct of
Private Thomas Quin, of that regiment, on the 15th. of
that month,

Peace was not ﬁnally concluded until the following year.
On the 8th. of August, 1836, a a despatch was received at the
Cape, from the Secretary of State for the Colonies, communi-
cating to the froops employed in the Kaffir war, that “Tt
affords His MaJesfy high gratification to observe that in'this
new form of warfare, His Majesty’s forees have. exhibited

*OAL this pemod the 27th. Koot joined. On the arvival of the
regiment at Graham’s Town, on the 8th. of September, a provisional
bat’rahon, consigting of four hundred Hotfentots, divided into four
comipanies, and officered by colonists, was attached to the corps.
;;rliw T2nd. and 75th. regiments had similap battalions attached to

om.
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' The 27th., 72nd., 75th, and Cape Mounted Rlﬁeman, Wsre
i the reglments employod dmmg this campwn j

szoND Kavere WAR, 1846—1847.

sibTom the numerous uutmg@s upon life and pmperty ’clmt had
‘for some time been perpetrated by the Gaika Kaffirs on !
. settlers located along the frontier, the Clovernment decla,red
war against them in the beginning of April, 1846, ‘ T
- The forue with which it was proposed to invade Ka,fﬁrlandf
was organised into two divisions ; one was placed under the
command of Lieutenant-Colonel Robert Richardson, (now Major-
(General Richardson-Robertson,) of the 7th. Dragoon Guards, '
‘and consisted of the following detail :—Three troops of the Tth.
Dragoon Guards, part of the reserve battalion of the 91st. regi-
| ment, two guns of the Royal Artillery, and one company of '
_ the Cape Mounted Riflemen. The second division was placed
‘under the comamand of Colonel H. Somerset, of the Cape
Mounted Riflemen, and consisted of one troop of the 7th.
| Dragoon Guards, two guns of the Royal Artillery, two com-
 panies of the 91st., and the head-gnarters of the Cape Mounted ,
. Riflemen, The fotal strength of the British force, mcludmg e
cavalry, mfantry, and artillery, did not amount to wore than e
| seven hundred men; whilst it was to be expected that the
_whole of the Gaika Kaffirs would join in resisting the invasion
[ of itheir country. There were supposed to be upon good
© authority nearly sixty thousand fighting men, a conmdemble
portion being armed with muskets, ‘
. Captain Bambrick, of the 7th, Dragoon Guards, fell early o
. the operations, namely, on the 16th, of April, 1846. This officer
‘in the eager pursuit of the Kaffirs, was decoyed into an a,lmostjg
impenetrable jungle, where a shower of balls was discharged
at his party, and he was killed. Captain Rawstorne and Tiew
 tenant H. D. Cochrane, of the 91st. regiment, were wounded,
the latter dangerously. Of so entang k,d a nature was the buah
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i “t;haf &everal"‘of“bhe \Sw\or‘rlsj of the men were torn ouf of the

_seabbards by its thorny branches. Captain Sandes, of the Cape

. Mounted Riflemen, was killed three days afterwards, ! i

: Bir Peregrine Maitland afriwfed from Port Victoria in Aprl,
- and a general order, dated Block Drift, 206h. April, 1846, was

iséued, in which he congratulated 'Colonel Somerset and thef
officers and troops under his orders, on the chastisement of the |
~ enemy, which closed the operations of the 18th. of Aprili The

. movement on Block Drift had been successfully effected by the i

. combined force with little loss, in the presence of an. enemy
of many times its numerical amount, through a harassing
country, and against persevering attempts to impede its march.

. The Kaffirs were no longer the same foe as on former oc.

. casions, when they were chiefly armed with native weapons,
but at this period they had become more formidable, from a
great increase of mumbers, a considerable mounted force, and
especially through possessing five-arms, an acquisition particu-
larly adapted to their entangled country. i

i . Colonel Somerset, with the second division, after a series of

. successful movements, discovered and fell in with the enemy.
| ~ in two considerable bodies, on the 8th. of J une, in the neigh-

bourhood of the (aika and Gwanga streams, when he attacked
and routed them, killing two hundred, and capturing one. hun-
 dred firelocks, twenty horses, and larse quantities of assagais,
besides securing two prisoners. This was effected with a loss
of two men killed, and three officers and sixteen men wounded,
It being considered desirable to amalgamate the troops and

Burgher forces, which were assembling, they were formed into

two divisions, the first under the orders of Colonel Hare) @By

and the second under Colonel Somerset, K.H. ’
Tmmediately after the troops moving to Block Drift, the
Kaftirs entered the colonies in large bodies, and committed
great destruction of life and property.  To impede the opera-
tions of the British, the enemy burnt the grass everywhere
along the line of march, and from the long and' unusual
drought, it became so dry that they veadily effectod their
object. Active operations were however brought to a successtul
termination in October, the Chief Sandilli, together with his
brother, and eighty of his followers, having surrendered. The
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' dlosing services were rendered the more arduons by the constant

inclemency of the seather to which the troops weve expased.
| MThe columns' of attack against Sandilli were commanded by
| Lieutenant-Colonel Buller, of the first’ battalion of the Rifle
Brigade, and by Lieutenant- Colonel Campbell, of the reserve
bastalion of the 91st. regiment,

Lieutenant-Gieneral Sir Harry Smith, Bart., G.O.B‘.,« who
had highly distinguished himself in India, and had previously
seen 'so much service at the Clape, was appointed Governor,
High Commissioner, and Commander-in-Chief of the forces in
December, 1847, b
During this long and protracted desultory warfare great

fatigue and exertions had been undergone with the character- =

' istic heroism of the British soldier, and the humanity and
forbearance displayed by him towards the fickle, treacherous,
and revengeful enemy, were as conspicuous as his bravery,
The following corps shared in this campaign +—7th, Dragoon
CGhuards, Royal Artillery, Engineers, and Bappers and Miners,
gth., 27th,, 45th., 73vd, 90th,, and 9lst. regiments; the R1ﬂe |
Buvade (1st. battahon,) and QCape Mounted Rlﬂemen

Trirn Kawrie WaR, 18501853,

Some years of peace resulted, but the Kaffir tribes stifling
their resentment for a time, at length determined to venture
again on hostilities. Sir Harry Smith hearing of their designs,
immediately snmmoned a meeting of the chiefs, which wag
attended by several, but Sandilli, who was regarded as their
king, did not appear, whereupon he was outlawed ; this oe-
casioned a general rising, and operations for the purpose of
securing Sandifli were at once commenced in the Keiskamma

" River by Colonel Mackinnon, who left Fort Cox on the 24th,
of December, 1850, with a force of six hundred men, composed
of three hundred and twenty-one of the 6th. and 73rd. regi-
ments, one hundred and seventy-four of the Clape Mounted
Riflemen, and about one hundred of the Kaffir Police. The
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"H?Kafﬁrs attacked these twops in the Kuskamma deﬁle, and ;‘ .
. was with difficulty that he succeeded in reaching Fort Cox.

 Sir Harry Smith’s position at- Fort Uox, too, had become cntlcal e
being hemmed in by numbers of the enemy ; while Colonel

| Somerset, in his endeayour to succour him from Forb Hare,
' had been driven back on the 20th, after a hard contest, in
" which the small body of regular troops made a gallant but
unavailing resistance. Lieutenants Melvin and Gordon, (adju-

tant,) of the 9lst. regiment, were killed in action on the 29th j

of December, o

MThe Governor at the head of a flying escort, escaped from

Fort Cox, and arrived at King William’s Town, at which place

his head-quarters became established. Flushed by the advan- -
tages which the knowledge of ‘their native fastnesses afforded
the Kaffirs, and which made them almost a match for disei-
plined  troops, they ravaged the country, and committed great
depredations. It would be wearisome to detail all the skir-
mishes that occurred ; the only warfare that could be adopted
against an enemy who avoided concentration, or to encounter i

his opponents in open fight, was to continually harrass them in T

their strongholds ; but the force at the Cape was numerically
insufficient for the contest, = In these campaigns the great '
object was to carty on operations rapidly, and. at a dlsta,nb
point, which made the fatigue excessive.

On the morning of the 3rd. of January, 1851, Fort White
was attacked in force by the Kaffirs, in four bodies, but
they were driven back, with great loss, by the garrison under
(laptain Mansergh, of the 6th. Foot,

A sharp action was fought, on the 21st. of January, betwaen
about six thousand Kaffirs, who hemmed in Fort Hare and
the adjacent Fingo village of Alice, and the troops which
garrisoned  that post, under Major Somerset.  The Fingoes
were formerly held in subjection by the Kaffirs; buat being
relieved by the war of 1836, they afterwards proved frlendly"
to the Britigh, and hehaved with great determination. ‘

‘The troops, serving upon the frontier and in British Kaffraria,
. were in February, 1851, formed into two divisions designated
the first and second. = The first was under Major-General
Somerset, and the second under Colonel Mac}dhnon; and
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" combined operations were carried out by these officers, in
order to clear the Chumie Hoek of the enemy. .
About the end of May an insurrection broke out amongst
" the Hottentots in Lower Albany, and Major-General Somerset
proceeded from Graham’s Town with a portioix of the 74¢h.
| Highland Regiment, which had recently arrived at the Cape.
A desperate encounter took place on the 3rd. of June, and two
days afterwards the stronghold of the insurgents were sur
rounded. 1 ' !
Major-Gleneral Somerset commenced his operations in the
* Amatola Mountains on the 26th. of June, 1851. The gallant
" attack made by ‘bhe‘74th‘., under Lisutenant-Colonel Fordyce,
upon the enemy’s position on the 28th. of that month, which

. was carried, received special commendation, il

" Qolonel Mackinnon had  proceeded from  King William's
" Mown on the 24th. of «June, with a force of two thousand
and fifty-five men, composed of three hundred and thirty-
seven of the 6th. Foot, four hundred and twenty of the 73rd.,
* forty-seven. of the Royal Marines, one hundred and twenty
of the Clape Mounted Riflemen, and the rest consisting of
colonial levies.  During the course of his operations the
‘troops under Major-General Somerset were seen scouring the
ridges between the Amatola and Wolf Valley. These com-
bined movements harassed the enemy at all points and were
. fnlly successful.  In September, a force proceeded under Colonel
‘Mackinnon to the Fish River Bush. The 2nd. Foot, on the

| 9th. of that month, sustained in these fastnesses a severe loss,

Captain Oldham, four sergeants, and nineteen men being killed
in action, and four corporals and nineteen privates wounded.:
During the month, this regiment, commanded by Lieutenant-
Oolonel Burns, which had just arrived at the seat of war, lost :
five sergeants and thirty-two men killed and died of wounds.*
From the 14th. of Qctober to the 8th. of November, 1851,
the troops were employed in the operations in the Waterkloof.
The plan comprised a sevies of attacks on the mountain

* ¢ he conduct of the troops has well maintained the character of
British soldiers, and the losses sustained by the 2nd. Queen’s Royal |
Regiment, will gtand prominent on the Regimental Reccrds of the
forsner uchievements of this gallant corps.”— Cupe Gencral Orders. ‘

TGRS
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fastnesses of “‘tl"le., Kromme range, Wuterkloof, Fuller’s Hock
and ’dt}”)fer'heighm, - wherein Macomo determined to await the
~ approach of the British. The scouring of the various ravines
' was carried out, the inclemency of the weather adding to the
. natural difficulties of the place.  During these operations
‘T)ieutenant-ﬂolonel Fordyoce, the beloved commanding officer
. of the 74th., was killed on the 6th. of November* The regis
ment also lost Lieutenants Carey and Gordon and many men,
among them some who were taken prisoners, and who were
subjected by the Kaffirs to the most horrible tortures.
Lieutenant-Colonel Byre effected the passage of the Kei '
‘in December, 1851.  Here occurred the first instance during
the war of the enemy throwing obstacles in fords, and con-
structing  breastworks ; the Kaffiry ingeniously heaped large
stones together in the river, and erected a nnmber of stone
. breastworks, one above the other, forming a somewhat formid-
" able flank defence against musketry. The troops were six
weeks in the field without a single blanket, and without
tents. | Lieutenant-Clolonel Pole, of the 12th. Lancers, Iieu-
~ tenant-Colonel Napier, Major Somerset, and Captain Bramly,
of the Clape Mounted Riflemen, were specially noticed in general
orders. | Other operations followed, and the Kaffiv chiefs of
the Gtaikas and Seyolo sued for peace, but declining to comply
with the proffered terms, the troops, in seven columns, were
directed to penetrate the Amatolas, and the country of Seyolo
and other chiefs, on the left bank of the Keiskamma.
In March Major-Greneral Somerset conducted operations in
the Waterkloof, and Licutenant-Colonel (now Major-General Sir

¥ At the moment he was hit, he was giving directions to a company
of his own well-loved corps, which was skirmishing in the bush, and
the position of which he wished ‘to alter a little. Whilst raising his
arm to indicate the ground he alluded to, a huge Hottentot stepped o
rapidly from a thick elump close by, and delivered the fatal shot; ob« T
| serying with characteristic cunning the irreparable mischief he had
. done, he screeched ount, in hellish accents, ‘Joknny, bring stretcher,'
and, twrning on lis heel, dived into the clump again before the:infus
tiated Tdth. could wrealk their vengeatice upon him, il
- Hordyee lived & guarter of an hour after receiving his death-wound.
Lhe ball had passed through his abdomen ; and, as he was borne away
in the consciousness of approaching death, he was just able to utter,
in faint accents, the words—'Take care of my poor regiment—L Am
it;;g;w,” when he passed placidly away.—-United Service Magazine, April,
»
B
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John) Michel carried the Iron Mountain with i’e‘he ‘Ba‘}'rong:t;jv

Major Armstrong, in two divisions, on the 10th., attacked the

strong position of the Chief Stodk in the Fish River Bush, and i

after a sharp conflict, drove the enemy from every point,

. Reinforcements ‘had been sent from England to the Cape,
. but, owing to the wreck of the “Birkenhead,” nine officers
and three hundred and forty-nine men, oub of fifteen officers

and four hundred and seventy-six men (the total number em-
parked) perished.® ;

Attacks were also carried out by Lieutenant-Colonels Eyre

_ and Perceval, (Macomo’s den being carried by the former,)
the result’ of which was that the Kaffivs were driven from

all their strongholds in the Amatolos. TLieutenant-Colonel Eyre’s i

,in;trsuit of the enemy with his herds across the Kei, was pro-
nounced by Sir Harry Smith to be one of the most enterprising
and successful forays of the campaign, in which Major Arm-
strong, of the Cape Mounted Riflemen, and Captains Cureton
and Oakes, of the 12th. Lancers, greatly distinguished them-
selves.

Tieutenant-Gleneral the Honourable Sir (eorge Catheart

# The  Birkenhead,” an iron steam transport, sailed from Queens-
town for the Cape, with dratts of the 12th. Lancers, 2nd., 6th., 12th.,
43rd., 45th., 60th,, T8rd., T4th., and 91st. Regiments ; the whole undex
the command of Tieutenant-Colonel Seton of the Tdth,  Off Mimon’s
Buy, on 26th. Pebruary, 1852, she strack on a sunken rock, and shortly

afterwards sank. | Out of six hundred and thirty-eight souls on board,

only 184 were saved. Clolonel Seton and his men exhibited an example of
the highest coolness and self-possession, and died at their post: wit"i1 the
courage and resolution of British soldiers. A graceful tribute has been
paid by the Queen t0 his memory, and that of the officers, now-coms
Tmissioned officers, and men who perished in the wreck, Her Majesty,
desitous of recording her admiration of their heroi¢ constancy and -
Proken discipline, has cansed to be placed in the colonnade at Chelsed
Hospital, a tablet in commemoration of this event. When the ship
struck, Colonel Seton called all the officers about him, and impressed
upon them the necessity  of preserving order and silence anong the
men, and intimated to the soldiers by his sergeant-major, that he
would bel the last to quit the ship.  Aftex placing  the women,
children, and sick, in the over-crowded boats, with hiy men drawn
up on the deck, as if standing on parade, they all went down to-
gether with the wreck ; one of the noblest exsamples of heroism ever

yecorded.  As a splendid instance of heroio econstancy, the late (Wil-

lam 1., BEmperor of Germmany, then King of Prussia, ordered the
glorious story to heread on parade at the head of every regiment in
his gervice.

despite o spirited opposition. . Lieutenant-Colonel Perceval and
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v eved Su' Harry Enmth m the commnnd ab the Oape, ,
April, in which month five hundred Minié muskets were
- placed at the disposal of the troops in South Africa ; thcse‘
were equally distributed at six per company; the six best
marksmen, being men of trust and intelligence, in each com-‘
I pany wers selected, and were termed “marksmen,”

. Major-Gleneral York, (now  Lieutenant-General Sir Charles
Yorke, G.C.B., and recently Military Secretary at the Horse
Giuards,) & Peninsula’ and Waterloo veteran, commanding the i u
second division of the army acting in British Kaffraria, having
obtained reliable information as to the movements and position =
of the permanent Laager of the rebel Hottentots, who as-
sociated with 'the hostile Kaffirs, had committed great out-
rages, made his arrangements at the moment when they were
all at home, for a combined attack on the Buffalo Mountains,
with @ portion of the 43rd. and 73rd. regiments, and other
, fPOL)[)h of the brigade of Lieutenant-Colonel Eyre. This dis-
‘posable force procesded from the post occupied by the latter
" in the centre of the Amatolas. A similar movement was
made by a force i*unmstmg of patty of the 6th. and 60th.
regiments, and certain levies, under Lieutenant-Colonel Michel,
issuing from King William’s Town. On the morning of the
20th. of June, the columns, one from the north, and the other
from the south, approached Murray’s Krantz nearly simulta-
neously. The intricacies and difficulties inseparable from the
rugged and densely wooded forests were surmounted; and al-
though the enemy attempted a stand on several occasions, yeb

i they were dviven headlong over the Krantz with severe loss.
‘ Forays still continued. Lieuntenant-Gleneral Sir George Cathe
*cart, in July, moved with three columng upon the Waterkloof ;
the enemy appeared in considerable numbers, but offered only
a faint resistance,
In August, when Major-General Somerset was placed on
| the staff in  India, Colonel (now Major-Gleneral) Sir' George
. Buller was appointed to the command of the firsti division,
and that of the first battalion of the Rifle Brigade devolved
on Major (now Sir Alfred) Horsford.
A force of four guns and three thousand troops were collected
in September, for the purpose of finally clearing the Waterkloof
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the growund of their operations, and the following day pursued

krantzes of, the enemy:. |
This, protracted struggle was now drawing to a termination ;
in November the troops marched into the Orange River terri-
tory, and on the 20th of December were engaged with the
‘Basutos, under their chief Moshesh, at the Berea. The contest
lasted from early in the morning until eight o'clock at night,
when the enemy, with a force of about six thousand well-armed
horsemen, under considerable organization, were defeated and
driven from the field ; after repeatedly assailing the troops at
overy point, with such severe loss, as to be compelled to sue
 for peace.’ ' h i ‘
: Hostilities shortly afterwards terminated, peace being pro-
olaimed on the 12th. of March, 1853 ; the result of these exertions
was the final clearance of the Waterkloof, Fish River, and all
. the other strongholds of the Kaffirs within the colony ; the
surrender of the chiefs Sandilli, Macomo, and the Gaika people,

cluding the Amatolas,—that troublesome race being removed to
the banks of the Kei. The Basutos, Tambookies, and other
tribes were completely subdued, and the Hottentot rebellion
was extinguished.

Tn the words of Sir George Catheart)—* The Field of Glory
opened to them in a Kaflir war and Hottentot vebellion, is
possibly not so favourable and exciting as that which regular
warfare with an open enemy in the field affords, yet the wun-
remitting exertions called for in hunting well-armed yet skulking
savages through the bush, and driving them from their innu-
merable strongholds, are perbaps more arduous than those re-
guired in regular warfare, and call more constantly for individual
exertion and intelligence.”

Tieutenant-General the Honourable George Catheart, and
Major-General Henry Somerset, C.B., were appointed Knights
Clommanders of the Most Honourable Order of the Bath; and
Tietenant-Colonels William Eyre, of the 73rd. regiment, John

s Michel, of the 6th. Foot, Charles Cooke Yarborough, 91st.
regiment, John Maxwell Perceval, of the 12th. Foot, and George

who had been expelled from all their former territories, in-

~and a.djia.c‘ent‘ fastnesses.  Each night the froops bivouacked on

 the arduous task of searching for, and clearing the forests and
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Thomas Conolly Napier, late Lieutenant-Colonel of the
© Mounted Riﬁémen, to be Companions of the above Oxd
i) y('olonal Eyre was also appointed aide-de- -carp to the Que@n, i
 with the rank of Colonel in the army. j
During  this campaign the troops emp]oved were the
12th, Lancers, Royal Artillery, Royal Engineers, and Sappers
and Miners, 2nd., 6th., 12th,, 48rd., 45th Royal Marines, |

. g0th., (2nd.. battalion,) 73rd., 74th., 9 ]:uﬁe Br1gade, ‘(I&t.
battahon,) and the Cape Mounted Rlﬂamen :

| CAMPAIGN AGAINST THE GALEKAS AND GAIKAS,

1877—18.

Karrraria and Basutoland lie to the eastward of Cape
| Colony. The Fingoes and Gaikas ocenpy the portion called

. British Kaffraria, or sometimes the Ciskei, and the Gtalekas,

- Oriquas, Pondos, and other tribes, the Transkei, or Kaffraria, b
proper. = The Fingoes, whose name signifies “dogs,” had always
been 'persecuted by the other ftribes, and had been since
1835, under British protection. They are a peaceable race,

wealthy in cattle, and in time of war are staunch allies, ﬁghting

(0 always on the British side. The Gralekas led by their chief Kreli,
o and the Glaikas ander their chief Sandilli, mortal enemies of the |
Fingoes, who were formerly their slaves, and envying their pros-
perity resolved on attacking them, in hope of an easy conquest
and plenty of plunder,  The old Cape Mounted Rifles having
been disbanded in July, 1877, the only Colonial force was the
Frontier Mounted Police, little more than three hundred strong,
with three field pieces, commanded by Charles Grifiiths, an old
British officer. | On September 2hth., 1877, a body of about five
thousand Galekas, crossed the frontier, and fiercely attacked
the Fingoes (about one thousand five hundred strong) and a
small party of the Mounted Police, at a place called Guadana ;
but after a sharp contest, were repnlsed with loss. A few
days after, ubout eight thousand Clalekas attacked the fortified il
station of Theka, held by Commandant  Griffiths, with a e
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. bandful of men, tlnee seven pounders, and abont two thougand

i

Fingoes,  After a series of determined assaults, from ten in

. the morning till five in the afternoon, the enemy disheartened
by their enormous losses gave up the contest and retreated.
(Gleneral Sir Arthur Cunningham, commander-in-chief of the

forces in South Africa, a Crimean veteran, now assumed = =

the chief command, Detachments of the 24th. and 88th.
vegiments were sent to the front, volunteers were enrolled for
active service, and Commandant Griffiths, with three thougand
Turopeans, and five thousand Fingoes led by European officers,
were ordered to invade Kreli’s country. — Griffiths with two
guns advanced, and after an action in which the Galekas lost
one thousand five hundred men, captured and burnt Kreli’s

kraal, but was compelled td fall back for want of supplies. :

The enemy were well armed with muskets and assagies, and
fought with much determination. After a smart skirmish
at Umzintzani, in December, the General resolved to cross
the river Kei with all available force, The 88th. Connaught
Rangers were ordered to the fromt, fifty men of the 24th.
régiment were mounted as cavalry, and their band were
" utilized as gunners. On December 26th. the column started,
the centre under Colonel Glynn, the right under Major Hopton,
| the left under Captain Upcher of the 24th. Hach column
had a gun or two, and to each was attached' a  small
Naval Brigade, from H. M. 8. “Active” and “ Florence,” some
of the Mounted Police, and one thousand Fingoes. Information
being received that the (talekas now joined by the Claikas of
‘Sandilli, were concentrating in strength near the Kei river,
Oolonel Glynn, joined the Quintana Column, commanded by
Major Owen of the 88th. at a place called Nynnuxa, and im-

mediately advanced against the enemy. Colonel Glynn took

command, Major Owen leading his column, which was in the first
line, and Captain Upcher the second. In the centre were the
guns, under Lieutenant Kell, and a rocket party of blue jackets
under Lientenant Maine, R.E.  After a very sharp action, the
enemy terrified by the execution done among them by the
rockets, and the Martini-Henry rifles, (this being almost the
first time they were used) broke and fled, leaving four chiefs

i

of rank among the slain. The enemy then collected in great




