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l  ais W o rk  is designed to supply a long acknowledged  
want in onr School and Collego Literature,— a Stodi.n t ’s 
H istoey ok E nol a n' i> in a volum e o f moderate size, free 
from sectarian and party prejudice, containing the results 

of the researches o f the best modern historians, tracing 

more particularly the development o f tho Constitution, and 

bringing out prominently the characters and actions of 
the great men o f our country. It  is unnecessary to dwell 
u , on the manifold difficulties of such an undertaking; 

difficulties which tho Editor of the present W ork  would  

cave deemed insuperable, if  ho had not beon able to avail 
himself of tho clear narrative and matchless stylo of Hum e.

It  has lately been the fashion in some quarters to under­
rate tho merits and exaggerate tho faults o f H um e ; but the 

most competent judges have generally been among tho first 
to render homage to his greatness as an historian. Thus  

•Hr. Ila llam  remarks that tho domestic transactions in 

the reign of E dw ard  I . havo been “ extrem ely well told 

by Humm tbo first writer who had tho merit o f exposing 

rhe character o f E dw ard  1 .:” and a recent cviric I: 
observed, “ that H um e’s account ot our English annals 
,s “till, with all its de fers , the b-,| history ,,f , ),0 

period over which it extends."* Indeed, the H istory  

of Hume w ill probably long remain unrivalled. Il is 
not mere learning and the poring over rocord that eon-

* Tin Times, April 1, 1
KfiauAsn. ti



PREFACE.

I  K ira ro  « ’ historian. A  w r ite r  m ay be accurate i i ^ t s T  

most erroneous in  his deductions i'mm th<|«ijUL_J 

host m aterials lio m ay com pletely  m isrepresent 

history from  w ant of the ab ility  to trace the connexion of 

events, and to reason from  them  co rrec t ly : above all, he 

m ay lack that pow er o f h istorical narration w ithout which

the facts o f h istory w i l l  ever rem ain m ere annals__dry

bones, devoid o f form  and flesh, and v ital motion. In  all 
th.ij great qualities o f an historian, H um e w as  pre-em i­
nently excellent, H is  perception w as the most acute ; his 

judgm ent, except w hen  occasionally w arped  b y  prejudice, 

tho most sound ; his h istorical v iew s the largest and most 

enlightened. B u t  tho principal charm  o f his w o rk  lies in 

his in im itable style, the ease and grace o f w h ich  inspired  

even so great a w rite r us G ibbo n  w ith  ‘ a m ixed sensation 

of de light and despair.”

I i is not intended, however, to ignore or extenuate H um e’s 

defects, 'ih e  E ditor of the present W ork  has carefu lly  com­
pared tho historian’s statements w ith  the best and most 

recent authorities, retain ing his language as fa r as was  

practicable, but at the same time introducing into the text 

numerous corrections and additions. H um e’s political 
princip les, as is w e ll know n, led him  to uphold the royal 

prerogative against the popular element in  our constitn 

tion : and this bias m ay he observed, not only  in the 

colouring o f his narrative, and the tone o f his reasonings, 
but occasionally also, it must be added, in  an unfair use of 
his authorities. T h e  effect, o f these princip les is most con 

ejiicuous in that portion o f h is  w o rk  which  he first p u b ­
lished ; nam ely, the history o f James I .  and Charles I. in  

’.iu lives o f the two fo llow ing Stuarts there is not much to 

which any lover of constitutional freedom w ou ld  be rea- 
•unaidy inclined to ob ject; but w ith  the v iew  apparently  

or exculpating Charles I., the great hero o f Lis work, in 

hr maintenance of those principles w h ich  cost him hie



-------Vro1 °o 'ul"' °  under thG Plantagonots and 'Arum ’s
g r e a t e r  and more absolute than thc factfl w ili  j ustify .

these views it has been the duty o f tho present E d itor  

to mo xlj and eoneet fiom  later and more unprejudiced  
writers.

Another defect in  H um e’s H isto ry  is the carelessness 

with which he has boated tho earlier portion, and- espe­
cially the Anglo-Saxon period. Th is arose from two causes: 
tm philosophical indifference for a people whom  he con­
sidered litilo better than barba rian s ; and the want o f au ­
thentic materials for Lis narrative. This want has been 
supplied in the present century by  tho impulse g iven  to 

antiquarian research, and by  the revival o f the study o f the 

Anglo-Saxon language and literature. The works o f Turner, 
Palgrave, Lappenberg, and Kem ble havo thrown an entirely 
new ligh t upon this period of our an na ls ; and accordingly  

the early H istory down to the time o f the Norm an Conquest 

has been in a great measure rewritten b y  the Editor.

-A s  much promineuce as possible is given in  tho p re ­
sent W o rk  to the rise and progress o f tho Con'di ufi< nr 

but in order to economise space, and at the same i i eo not 

interrupt the narrative, much important information upon 
''his subject is inserted in a smaller type in the “  Notes and 

Illustrations,” where the student w ill find an account of tho 

'■ government, laws, and institutions o f tho Anglo-Saxons,” 
of ill.' “  Anglo-Norm al, constitution,” o f the “ origin  and 
programs o f Parliam ent.” and o f other matte a o f a similai 
land .- Several constitutional documents, such as tho
Petition o f l ’: ht an.! lir. r i l l  i . ij  ,.. o ana j .c tail oi 1 ^hts, are printed at
ionetli, 'llie.v' Notes and I llu s t ra t io n w u ie h  ecmt^hi dis-
emissions on various other historical and antiquai ;,Ul .
jects, have 1 en drawftttp mainly ̂ vith the v iew   ̂f -• -

tho student in further inqu iries; and with tho same object
a copious list of authorities is appended.

(* ( ji iuul his life, tlio historian has been led to r e p l^ p l t
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Cv. ^ ^ t im w t io n  from  the re igu  o f Jam es I I . ,  w hk ih^ i l  1
X ^ fe t jra ji/n ccessa ry  to compress into n a rro w  lim its, lias been 

compiled from  the best authorities, am ong 'which JLord  

Mahon’s H isto ry  deserves to bo  particu la rly  mentioned, on 

account o f tho va luab le  assistance w hich  has been  derived  

from it in  this portion o f the w ork . A l l  that could be 

attempted in  so lim ited  a space w as a  succinct narrative of 

the p rinc ipa l even ts ; and it  is hoped that no facts o f  any  

great im portance have been omitted.

‘ p o t h e r  w o rk  w h ich  has been o f great service to the 

E ditor is tli© ‘ H istoric  Peerage  o f E n g lan d ,- b y  the late  

S ir H a m s  N ico las. A s  a peer is usua lly  m entioned in 

History b y  his title, and the same title has often been  

home b y  different fam ilies, the student frequently  expe­

riences no sm all difficulty in  ascertaining tho fam ily  to 

which a title belongs, and supposes a relationship betw een  

persons who are in no w ay  connected. S ir H a rr is  N ico las  

has rem oved a ll difficulties o f this k in d ; and accordingly  

the E d ito r o f the present W o rk  has taken pains to d istin ­
guish iu  tho Notes betw een  fam ilies bearin g  tho same 

titlo, and  to specify tho times w hen  titles o f historical 

im portance w ero created aw l became oxtinct. I t  is believed  

that such information, w h ich  is g iven  for the first tim e in 

a H isto ry  o f this description, w i l l  guard  the student against 
m any mistakes.

A ll the coins and m edals figured in  tho w ork  have been 

draw n from originals in  tho M edal Room o f the British  

M m cum  ; and tho E d ito r desires to express his obligations 
fo M r. H aw k ins and M r. R. Stuart Poole for Ueir advice 
» ud judgm ent iu the selection o f them.

I-OSOox, .Voiember, IBtcS.
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EARLIEST NOTICES OF BRITAIN.

( * ifl!M ciaH  lon̂ s of Tartessus and Gades in Spain were attKo l̂l
3 0t" by  bs abundant- supply of tin, a m etklJi*—^

x^gt^i|>ortanco in antiquity from the extensive use of bronze for 
thm manufacture of weapons ot war and implements of ueace. It 
would se.-m that the Phoenicians originally obtained this metal from 
India, since the Grecian name for tin is of Indian origin, and must 
have been brought- into Greece by the Phcenicians, together with tlio 
article itself* Accordingly, when these traders found tin in tiro 
Scilly Isles, thc-y gave them the name of the Ca -siterides or the Tin- 
islands, an appellation by Which they were known to Herodotus i  in 
the fifth century before the Christian era, Aristotle, however, is the 
first writer who mentions the British islands by name. He says “ i n 
the . ctaa beyond the Pillars of Hercules are two very largo islands 
called Bretannic, namely, Albion and Iem e;’’ | the former bein- 
England and Scotland, the latter Ireland. The origin of the name 
o- Britain is very uncertain,§ hut that of Albion is perhaps derived 
!rom a Celtic word signifying white, a name pro! ably given to the 

' " :1 ,,v tho Gauls, who could not fail to he struck with the chalky 
elms of the opposite coast. Himilco, a Carthaginian nu. igator, whoso 

was oxtiu.t in the iiftli century of our era, arul who is repeatedly 
quoted as an authority by Festus Avienus in his gec-n-aphical poem 
cull, d Ora, Muntima, touched near Albion at the Tin Islands, which 
he calls Oestryn , ides. But tho .,1 lest writer who rives any account 
o ihe inhabitants is l ’ytheas, a Massilian, fragments of whose 
journal have been preserved by Strabo and other writers. By iheso 
me nns somo knowledge of tho British islands became gradually dif- 
lused among the natives of the Mediterranean. They had excited 
tun curiosity and inquiries both of Polybius and Scipio as early as 
the second century before the Christian era.||
'  Hi addirion to the Phcenician merchants, the Greek colonists of 
Masstha (Marseilles) and Narho (Narbonne) carried on a trade at a 
’- cry early period with the southern parts of Britain, by malriim over- 
la-d journeys to the northern coast of Gaul. The principal British 
■ '.ports seem at that tine to- have been tin, lend, skins, slaves and 
raiu.ifw-d.-g_ , of which the hist wore used by the Celts in war • but 
bt I'-iiod, when tho Britons became more civilized, o n’ and
cattle, gold, silver, and iron, and an inferior kind of pearl, may be

from the SmwriWw'tl-i <U> “  (* «" '> •  m ), which evidently tomes
t >ii- US. 1 Do M d t
ii Many writers derive it from a Celtic word irM  „  trit °“ w,iutei ” Loo „  

mu ,.tuned their boOi.a with «  blue colour c-marted fr -t. ’wood.' In
x t  t ™ M tU ^  a = , th;

M’,: fternu,, -. niiot hr „-.o,-mi^d‘  “ k€WU"* | i v ^ a ‘57.b° n'°Wfd from
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\• V m y t y  tlj.c ' ist- J'-n interesting account of the British tin-ra|cEsj 
Diodorus Siculus.* This writer relates that the inhabitants 

'  ~ ' t' 10 promontory of Belcriuui (Land’s End), after forming the
an into c ibicil blocks, conveyed it in waggons to an island named 
ctis,T since at low tides the space between that island and Britain 
-'ecaine dry. At Ietis the tin was purchased by the merchants, who 
earned it across to Gaul.

§ 2. Nothing is known of The history’ of Britain till the invasion 
of the island by Julius Ciesar in b .c . 55. The fabulons tale of the 
colonization of the island by Brute the Trojan, the great-grandson of 
Tineas, and of his long list of descendants, does not require' any 
serious refutation. The only certain means by which nations can 
indulge their curiosity in researches concerning their remote origin 
is to consider the language, manners, and customs of their ancestors, 
am to compare them with those of the neighbouring nations. There 
can be no doubt that the first inhabitants of Britain were a tribe of 

v^clt.s, who peopled the island from the neighbouring continent. Their 
language was the same ; their manners, their government, their 
superstition,—varied only by those small differences which time or 
a communication with the bordering nations must necessarily intro­
duce. The Celts arc divided iuto two great branches, the Gael and 
the Cymry, of whom the former now inhabit Ireland and the High­
lands of Scotland, and the latter the principality of Wales. It lias 
been vehemently debated whether the ancient Britons belonged to 
the Gaelic or Cymric stock of the Celtic race ; but wo may safely 
acquiesce in the conclusion of the most cautious modi - ' inquirers, 
that both the Britons and the Gauls of the coutirie it were Co uiry, 
and that the Welsh may be regarded as the descendants of the 
ancient inhabitants. In proof of this it may be sufficL at to mention 
that tht Celtic words which still oust in the English 1 uiguage are 
clearly to be referred to (lie Cy mrie and not to the Gaelic dialect.

dhe Gallic origin of the ancient Britons is expressly stated by 
Cresar, who says \ that the maritime parts of the island were in­
habited by Belgie Gauls, who had crossed over from the mainlami 
for the take of plunder. He adds, it is true, that the inhabitants 
of the hrteri' r wore said by tradition to have sprung ftou the soil; 
loan which wo cm only idler that the earlier immigrations of ti - 
Celts took place long 1 -Are the memory of man. Tacitus, who 
derived his information from L s father-in-law AgriuolaTsiTp'~ fflf

• v. 22.
f This island has been identified with the l ie ,.f Wight on account cf , 

resemblance of its name to Vectinj but its proximity to' the tin country r i 
the circumstanoe cf the intervening space between this island and Brit dn b«'ur 
dry at the low tides, favour its identificetior. with St. Minimal's Mount 'l

t Bell. Gall. v. 12. § Agrieoh c. 1 1 .
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l* ythigafreijty i hair and large limbs of the Caledonians indicated''^ I .
; and that the dark complexion of the Silurcs, thcrr 

stfetaSbip and their position opposite to Spain, furnished grounds for 
believing that they were descended from Iberian settlers from that 
country; but these were evidently mere conjectures, to which Tacitus 
hi mself seems not to have attached much importance, since he adds 
that upon a careful estimate of probabilities we must liclieve that 
the i rauls took possession of the neighbouring coast.

§ 3. The connexion of the Britons with the Celts of Gaul is shown 
by tneir common religion. Ciesar, indeed, was of opinion that Ui >  
idism bad its origin in Britain, and was transplanted thence into 
Gaul; and it is certain that in his time Britain was the chief scat of 
the religion and the principal school where it was taught. But this 
circumstance oiriy shows that the common faith of the Celtic trilins 
b-1 \ been p-eserved in its greatest purity by the remotest and most 
ancient oi them, who had been driven by the tide of emigration lo 
tlie western part:: of the island.

The religion of the Britons was one of the most considerable jiarts 
of their government, and the Druids, who were their priest?, pog»
L ' d gn aui Parity among them. Borides ministering at the
attar and directing all religious riuti they presided over ibe educa- 
tion of youth; they enjoyed an immunity from war and taxes; they 
jxisst'SRod both the civil and criminal jurisdiction; they decided ail 
controversies, among states as well as among private persons, and 
whoever refused to submit to their decrees was eiM-sod to the most 
eevorc jieiialtics. 'Hie sentence of excommunication was pronounced 
against him ; ho was forbidden access to the sacrifices or public 
worship ; be was debarred all intercourse with his fellow-citizens; 
bo was refined the protection of the law • and death itself became an 1 
acceptable relief from the misery and infamy to which he was ex- 
posed. Thus the bands of government, which were naturally loose 
among that rude :n-d turbulent people, were happily strengthened 
by the terrors uf their superstition.

No spec5, s o f. rsiition waa ever more terrible than that of the 
Druih. Her idee the severe penalties which it was i . the power 
of tile j -is to indict in this world, they inculcated the eternal 
1 oinsriiigroiion of t Is. They practised tlieir rites in dark groves 
or other sno t recesses , and in order to thrown greater mystery
0 r then- religion, they communicated their doctrines onlv to the
1 Bated, and strictly forbade the commuting of them to "writing, 
lest thov should at any lime lie exposed to the examination 
o( the profane vulgar. In tl e ordinary concerns of life, however, 
they employed writing, their characters being either the Greek nr 
a sort nt birrnglyp.iiea formed, from the figures of plants. Of the 
Bfl,nrc °f their files, except tlieir veneration for the oak and miatle-

• G0p>\
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. \ .’'J'2 know Aut little. I f  a mistletoe was discovcred^j^LAg
vV ^ S J W 1"  oak> ,a llriest severed it with a golden knife;

. .ion a festival was held under the tree, and two milk-white 
[>ulls wofe offered as a sacrifice. The Druids worshipped a plurality 
ol gods, to which Caisar, after the Homan fashion, applies the 
names of the deities of his own country. The attributes of the god 
chiefly worshipped appear to have resembled those of Mercury.
I he stupendous ruins of Stonehenge, situated in Salisbury Plain, are 
probably the remains of a Druidical temple, but it is not mentioned 
by any ancient writer.* The principles which the Druids inculcated 
were piety towards the gods, charity towards man, and fortitude in 
still -ring. They taught their disciples astronomy, or rather per! >.ps 
astrology, and magic, and trained them to aculanec. in legal dis­
tinctions ; and a term of twenty years was commonly devoted to the 
acquisition ot the knowledge which t! y impart . They chose their 
own high-priest, out the election wan frequently decided by arms.

Human sacrifices formed one of the most terrible features of the 
Druidical worship. The victims were generally criminals, or 
prisoners of war, but, in default of these, innocent and unoffending 
(icrsons were sometimes immolated; and in the larger sacrifices 
immense figures made of plaited osier were filled with human beings 
and then set on fire. The spoils of war were often devoted by the 
Druids to their divinities; and they punished with the severest 
tortures whoever dared to secrete any part of the consecrated offering. 
These treasures they kept in woods and forests, secured by no other 
guard than the terrors of their religion; and this steady conquest 
over human avidity may be regarded as more signal t’ m theii 
prompting men to the most extraordinary and most violent efforts. 
No idolatrous worship ever attained such an ascendant over 
kind as that of the ancient Gauls and Britons ; a d the Romans 
after their conquest, finding it impossible to reconcile those nations 
to the laws and in dilutions of tl i ir masters while ii maintained its 

u "riiy, were at last obliged to abolish it by penal 
violence which had never in uy other in. iar.ee been practised .-v 
those tolerating conquerors.

§4. After the Druids, the chief authority was possessed by the 
equestrian rdcr. The British hai ls wore closely connected'with 
the Druids. They sung th neah gies of their 'princes, and 
s.'sv I lyric poetry ns well as epic and didactic, accompanying 
their oongs with an instrument culled the drat* >.

«* § 5. The south-eastern parts o! feiiedn' .id already before the a c ot

* Iu the compound word t’iune-hen /<t, the latter half, it-:nga, probably signifies 
|1 ■ impost, width it, suspended od two uprights, Hud cot: 
might be used in any case in which one stone was suspended on two or more 
Others.— Guest, i;i Proceeding of Phii -logixd Ai.'hfj, vol.
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( ’  \ sB ^ S /‘le drst. cnd most requisite step towards a civil setflfeSi |
"̂10 Tritons, by tillage and agriculture, had tlienr ^  *  

a great multitude. The other inhabitants of the island 
stiirmamtained themselves liy pasture: they -were clothed with 
Blnns of “oasts : fl'ey dwelt in round huts constructed of wood or 
reeds, which they reared in the forests and marshes with which the 
country was covered: they shifted easily their habitation when 
actuated either by the hopes of plunder or the fear of an enemy • 
the convenience of feeding their cattle was even a sufficient motive 
for removing their seats; and as they were ignorant of all the 
refmemen.s of life, their wants and their possessions were equally 
scanty and limited.* 1

The Britons tattooed their bodies and stained them blue and -reen 
with woad ; customs which were long retained bv the Piets They 
worn checkered mantles like the Gauls or Scottish highlanders • the 
wau-f was circled with a girdle, and metal chains adorned the breast.
The hair and mustaebio wqre suffered to grow, and a ring was worn 
on fl:e middle finger, after the fashion of the Gauls. Their arms 
were small shield, javelins, and a pointless sword. They fourht 
fi m chariots (esseda, covini)  having scythes affixed to the axles 
the warrior drove the chariot, and was attended by a servant who 
carried his weapons. The dexterity of the charioteers excited the 
admiration of the Romans. They would urge their horses at full 
speed iown the steepest hills or along the edge of precipices, and 
eUck and turn them m full career. Sometimes they would ruu 
along the pole, or seat themselves on the yoke, and instantly i ' 
ne-rssary, regain the chariot. Frequently after break-in- the 

'.ranks 'hey would leaP down and fight on foot; meanwhile 
tlle chaF0ta were withdrawn from the fray, and posted in such a man­
ic. r o ' to chord a secure retreat in case of need; thus cnabliu - them 
to combine the rapid evolutions of cavalry with the steady fineness 
O! m an try. dhe Britons had no fortresses, and their towns if such 
a name can bo appli d to mere clusters of huts, were defended bv 
t:,-a posit'' 11 in the centre of almost impenetrable forest- and bv 
being surrounded with a deep ditch, and a fence or wall’of felled 
trees.

«i 0 The Britons were divided into many B.nall natmna. orJzihean 
an, ben,- a military people, whose chief p r o ^  was a ei 7 ^ T

r 1 I e L  ; B Jmpossibi';' af'cr tiiey iiad acquired a relish 
lor blierty, for their princes or c.ieftains to establish any despotic 
uohonty over them. Their governments, though mo, •. rchical, were 
f"-> M weU 08 thoso ^  aU the Celtic nations: and the common

:6taetaer,tl.« custom is not mentioned by Diodorus Siculus.



V seem to have enjoyed moro bberty among them tbapyjpng
-tMqlations of Gaul from whom they were descended. Each state 

divided into factions within it»“l f : it was agitated with jealousy

I
or animosity against the neighbouring states : and while the arts of 
peace were yet unknown, wars were t’ffe chief occupation, and formed 
the chief object of ambition, among the people.

The British tribes with whom the Hoi3ails became acquainted by 
Caesar's invasion were mainly tbe following, though their preciso 
boundaries cannot of course he laid down :—

The Cantii* under four princes, inhabited Kent.
The Trinolantcs were seated to the north of die Thames and 

between that river and the Stour, in tbe present counties of Middle­
sex and Essex, having London, already a placs of considerable 
trade, for their capital.

The Cenimcgm, perhaps the same as the Iccni of Tacitus, dwelt 
in Norfolk, Suffolk, and Cambridgeshire.

The Scgontiaci inhabited parts of Hants and Berks.
The Ancalites and Bibroci inhabited parts of Berks and Wilts. 
The position of the Cassi is uncertain.
§ 7. Ctrsar, taking advantage of a short interval in his Gallic 

wars, invaded Britain with two legions in the year b.c. 55. The 
natives, informed of his intention, were sensible) of the unequal 
contest, and endeavoured to appease him by submissions, which, 
however, retarded not tho execution of his design. After some 
resistance, be landed, as is supposed, at Deal; f  and having obtained 
several advantages over tho Britons, and obliged them to promise 
hostages for their future obedience, he was constrained by the 
necessity of bis affairs, and the approach of winter, to withdraw his 
forces into Gaul. Tho Britons, relieved from tho terror of his arms 
neglected tbe performance of their stipulations; and that haughty 
conqueror resolved next summer ( b .c . 54) to chastise them fertl is 
breach of treaty. Tie landed, apparently al the same spot, and unop­
posed, with above 20,000 men, and pitched his camp a little above 
Sandwich, near Bichliorough ; and though ho found ... more regular 
resistance from the Britons, who had united under Cassivehunu? or 
Caswallon, one of their potty \ rinccs, lie discomfited them in every 
action. Ho advanced Into he opttntry mid patted the Thai V iu  
the face of the enemy at a ford, probably in tho neigh! urhornl „f 
Kingston, in spite of the piles which Caswallon lmd caused to V, 
driven into the bed of the river, considerable remains of whirl, 
are stud to have existed in the time of Bcda, seven contmcs’later 
Tlio valiant defence of Caswallon was frustrated by the treacherous 
submission of the Trinobantes and other tribes. Gasar took

* The Cantii (' iiv ’ their name from the Celtic C:int, or open coontrv
•f See Notes and Illustrations (A). '
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r. \ ll# |  !r . V e s t  fortress at VerulamiUm, the m0(lem Sfc. Albahe^l I  ,
\ # H ^ h e A / i i s  own ally, Mandubratius. in tllu soverei?Iity of

and having oblige the inhabitants to 'make him 
new submissions, he returned \ith bis army into Gaul, and left 
the authority of the Romans n;orc nominal than real in this island 

§ 8. The civil wars which ensued, and which prepared the way 
for the establishment of monarchy in Rome, saved the Britons from 
t!.o yoke which was ready to be imposed upon them. Aucnisriis 
apprehensive lest the saiue unlimited extent of dominion, which had 
subverted the republ;0> might also overwhelm the empire recom­
mended it to his suecessois never to enlarge the territories of the 
Homans; and Tibg-ius, jealous of the fame which might he acquired 
by his generals, bade this advice of Augustus a pretence for i,is 
inactivity.^ A lu0st a century elapsed before a Roman force a^ain 
appeared m liitain; hut the natives during this period kept° up 
f a“B lutercourse with Home, though on-a completely independent 
looting. Hence, as well as through their commerce with Gaul 
where the Homan power had lieen completely established they 
ai\ car to have derived some tincture of Boman civilization ; and the 
coins of Cynobdin, the Cymbcline of Shakespeare, and a successor

of Caswallon, as well as 
/ ' ViJi ' \  / m V X  Close of TasciovamiR, pro-

-M----------Lably Lis father, display
f'10 influence of Roman 

V ° /  V, 0) / ar »̂ r‘nr̂  a knowledge of
the Latin alphabet. The 
mad sallies of Caligula, in 

now Coin of Qfmfeiia or Cnotailn,:-, which he menaced Britain 
Obverse-[cj.uiv (CuDulodminm); ear of eon s
iterrrse: ovko (Cunobelinus); torso Uj right. " lt“  an 1Ilva6'10D) served 

. . .  only to expose himself and
!i:0 empire to ridicule; but at length a British exile named Berio 
instigated the emperor Claudius to undertake the reduction of the 
island, and Aulas Idautius was despatched thiihi"- at the head of 
'•air legion", together with Gallic auxiliaries, a .d. 43. The first 

vie" ... and tho honour of a triumph was achieved by <•„. 
Osi-lixtc < bua. Tesparian, tho future emperor, likowiso distinguished
1,1 1 ■lt' in tl,is campaign, and at the head of the second"legion 

! thirty battles, took twenty places, and subdued the Isle of 
’>■ ight. Claudius himself, file r g matters sufficiently \ .pared fi r 

. receplion, made a journey into Britain and received the sub­
mission of several British state.-', the Cantii, Atrcbates, egni, and 
! 1 ssions and more cultivated manner

‘ ‘fo rc!;;!, r̂  wiuin’l purchase jteacc ■t the expense of their 
1 " l-v' Claudius entered ilie ci.y of Canuifixlunum (either Maldon 
or Cole.’.ester), where a colony of veterans was subsequently cata-

' G° % \
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I l f  W m '  '52‘ CONQUEST OF MONA. I P  T  9

\ ii\ ?n<̂  ^le south-eastem parts of Britain were iratilillii
\ , V .' “^R1(1°d lnto a Roman province.

r, 'l' '*'^0 otllt-’r Antons, under tlie command of Caractacus, or 
.11 a< oc, a son of Cynobelin, still maintained an obstinate resistance, 

and the Romans made 
little progress against
them till Ostoriua Sca- / &  » | \
pula was sent over to com- \§. H {; i]
in<iD(l the Roman armies <y-------- jr  ̂ y
( '..d. 47). Under this \  ll | -/
commander, Roman camps —
were established on  the Aureus of Emperor Claudius.
Avon and Severn* the 2’:,’orae: ti.ci.avd.caks,'.-cavg. p*m. trp.viTTIi:: •. 
Iceni * irrpr/« t -vI,, l* r ?,VI (Tiberius Claudius Caesar Augustus l’on icem were reduce'! after M-̂ inuH. Tnbunicu potesiate vim. hup,tut
a desperate and brilliant ĥ h ,lal reul?’ rlgh> RcvrJree = Triumphal, , tircu, on which equestrian f ire and two trouble*
struggle ; the league ot the to»cartti*d De butahh (Do Britannia). 1 *
Brigantes t t o  surprised and dispersed by the rapid march of 
Os ton us, and the Roman eagles pervaded the greater pht of Britain 
But the Silures and OrdovicesJ still held out, and it was not till 
after many years of warfare that Caer Caradoc, the residence of the 
British leader, seated on a hill in Shropshire near the confluence of 
the Coin and Teme, was captured by the Romans, and with it his 
v;ue and family. Caradoc himself sought shelter at the court of bis 
step-mother Cartismandua, queen of the Brigantes, whom he hr, 1 
formerly befriended, but by whom be was basely and treacherously 
surrendered to the Romans ( a . d . 51). Caradoc was conveyed to 
J,ome* * w | 1»8 magnanimous behaviour procured him better tr»at- 
ment than those conquorors usually bestowed on captive princes 
Rut even after the capture of their leader the Silures i.ti'.l held out' 
and offered so determined a resistance that Osteins is said 
died of vexation.

S 10 Rbe Romans seem to have done little towards the further 
subjugation ol the island till the appointment of Suetonius Pauliiu- 
to l.ic cunuinud, in the reign or Nero, a .d . 59. Alter two years ol
lr ; j,u.1 a,Im," is' rr.: • ! »  oh«<1 on reducing the island of Mom,'
or Anglesey, toe chief seat of the Druids, which afforded a shelter^ 
the di„iiffecnu Bntor.s. The strait was crossed by the infantry : 
shall,iw vessels, whilst tho cavalry either waded or swan 1̂ “  
Bnbms endeavoured to obstruct their landing on this sa t , 
both by the force of their arms and the terror of their roli-iot T m /  
women and priests were intermingled with tho soldiers'upon 'tjjp

* Rennie of Norfolk, Suffolk, and Cambridisohire. Pmhil.W , 
stated, the Cenimagm. *’ 88 ”lraadJ

f  People between tbe Humber and the Tyne.
J The Silures inhabited South Wales ; tlie Ordovices North Wales.
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V«sI;^^^(lVuuiiirig about with flaming torches in their hands, antiUJ-l—^
M ®W lW fM r dishevelled hair, they struck greater terror into tho 

astonished Romans "by their howling3, cries, and execrations than tlio 
real danger from the armed forces wa3 able to inspire. But Sue­
tonius, exhorting his troops to disregard the menaces of a supersti­
tion which they despised, impelled them to the attack, drove the - 
Britons off the field, burned the Druids in the same fires which those 
priests had prepared for their captive enemies, destroyed all tho con- 
scented groves and altars ; and having thus triumphed over the 
religion of the Britons, ho thought his future progress would be easy 
in reducing the people to subjection. But ho was disappointed in 
his expectations. The Britons, taking advantage of his absence 
wore all in arms; and, headed by Boadicoa, queen of the Iceni 
whose daughter had been defiled and herself scourged with rods 
by the Roman tribunes, had already attacked with success several 
settlements of their insulting conquerors. Suetonius hastened to the 
prot action of London, which was already a flourishing Roman colony; 
but he found on his arrival that it would he requisite for the general 
safety to abandon that place to the merciless fury of the enemy.
London was reduced to ashes; such of the inhabitants as remained 
ill it were cruelly massacred; the Romans and all strangers, to the 
number of 70,000, were everywhere put.to the sword without dis­
tinction ; and the Britons, by rendering the war thus bloody, seemed 
determined to cut off all hopes of peace or composition with the 
enemy. Tie' ibis cruelty waa revenged by Suetonius in a great and 
decisive battle (a .d. 62). whero 80,000 of the Britons are said to 
have perished; and Boadieea herself, rather than fell into tho hands 
of the enraged victor, put an end to her own life by poison. Nero 
soon after recalled Suetonius from a government where, by suffering 
and indicting so many severities, he was judged unfit for c imposing 
the angry and alarmed minds of the inhabi tants. *

§11. After some interval Cereal!’ received the ccmm.a.rd from 
Vespasian ( a .d . 71), and by his bravery propagated the terror of tire 
Roman arms. Julius Frontinus succeed m authority
and reputation ; but the general who finally established the dominion 
of the Romans in this island was Julius Agricola, who governed it 
seven years ( a .d. 78-85), in the reigns of Vespasian, Titus, and Do- 
tuition, and distinguished himself in that scene of action.

This great commander formed a regular plan for subduing Britain 
and rendering the acquisition useful to the conquerors. Aft ~ sulv 
doing the Ordovicoa, aud again reducing Mona, which had revolted 
hr carried ins victorious arms northwards. In the third - ear of his 
government he marched as far as tho Tay, where he established 
garrisons ; and in the following year ho erected a line of fortresses 
between the firths of Clyde and Forth. He extended his conquests
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C,T0rVT,d̂ 05,e8 °fBritain, and even meditated anik^mTioi 
X'v'5dSirffr1 ' *. 11 . le Slxth and seventh years of his administration hi

w e ! ^ n0WS1°nS “ to Calcd°“ a. in the latter of which he gained , 
eacir' at. thTf^t vl°^ ry ° rer ‘habitants under their leader Gal 

’ 00 ° f the Grampian hills. One of the last acts of Jii
was. to cause his fleet to sail round Britain, startin' 

're. -m urnin8■ *°» Portus Trutulensis, or Sandwich.
nn iota military enterprises he neglected not the arts o 

\ntr®duced lawa and civilization among the Britons 
„:i j  tt ,? desire and raise all the conveniences of life, recon- 
lott -,ro nml ° • C ' >ma,n ânguaSe and manners, instructed them ir 
K ^ t i T T V ?  T £ ' T d evcry expedient to render thost 
S t a a  w  5 0 11 easy and “ frecalile to them. TJ.c
resi'st that of tha Itm n™d how unequal their own force was te
res st that of the Romans, acquiesced in the dominion of their masu-r

„and were gradually incorporated as part of that mighty empire. ' 
§ 1 2 . Ihis was the last durable conquest made by the Romans- 

and Britain, once subdued, gave no further disquietude to the victor’ 
Caledonia, alone, defended by its barren mountains and bv the 
contempt which the Romans entertained for it, sometimes infested 
the more cultivated parts of the island by the incursions „ f  t

i’kdriaT^ i P - !  J S '  .*? S6Cllre the frontiers of the empire 
Hadrian, who visited this island, built an earthen rampart between

- Piets" W-dT^and f firth’ WWch haS ,X:en called theUcts Wall and of which there arc still considerable remains
Subsequently LoUius Urhicus ( a .d. 140), under Antoninus Pius’ 
erected another UUvc-a the firths of Forth and Clv-D dene the 

!,ne 'v ler® frnnerly Agricola had established his fortresses 
which was- called the wall of Antoninus, and is now known by the 
name of Grahams Dyke. But these fortifications did not prove 

at?cna R l ’ h j V;cul>ions of the M a t e  and Caledonians' who

made a treaty with the natives, by which they a ^ T o e d  ' ' 
siderable portion of their territory, ha r-turned to v !  V ^  “  °°n‘  
shortly afterwards expired, a .d . 2 1 1 . U  Severn* caus n r he 
fieation constructed by Hadrian to be repaired and sta ,’n iuT ’J 
with a wail, it. commonly boro his name* Immedia; h- after 1 Is

\ (  J l  ~2 1 1 ‘ SKVERUS. ( C T  i ;
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\ V sP s K t 1 X aracalla, eager to grasp the empire, entered intokal 1 J 
northern tribes, and hastened back to Home.

S-i3r^Except, however, on its northern frontier, Britain under the 
Roman dominion enjoyed profound tranquillity, till in the third 
Century of our era it.began to be disturbed by new enemies. These 
were the Saxon pirates, whose descents upon the eastern coast at 
last became so troublesome, that the emperors Diocletian and Maxi­
mum were obliged to appoint a special officer for its defence, who at 
a later period obtained the name of “  Comes littoris Saxo’nici,” or 
Count of the Saxon shore. His jurisdiction appears to have extended 
from Brrmodunum, or Brancaster, on the coast of Norfolk to the 
l'ortus Adurni, perhaps Pevensey in Sussex.* Carausius, however, 
the ti.-st officer of this kind ( a .d. 286), fortifying the great power 
with which he was thus invested by an alliance with the Saxons 
themselves, asserted his own supremacy in Britain, and compelled 
Maximian to acknowledge him as his associate in the empire. In 
dO.J Carausius was assassinated by his own officer Alleetus, who in 
turn usurped the imperial title and retained it till 296, when lie was 
defeated by the army which Constantins had sent against him : after

which period Britain rc- 
mained in tranquil obedi- 

!<< /tnzspj&i cncc t'H tho termination 
j jia of the ltonian sway.

h --------- 1 Hir-—X i '} § I D The last emperor
\VKiSUi. J f  who resided in Britain 

x w E .-' was Constantins Ghlorus,
An-, as of the Emperor Cwansiaa. v.husr. consort Helena is

1 b*«r o: mv cahavsivs pf a it ,  (Tmpoml.ir Ca- 80 . * °  “ ave . ea rc"
'r. r. V lix 4upi.:tns)5 I'lirft, iiumaio, ripli!. latix ■ of a British prince. 

jv<‘\cr.-o: 't .'.'ivat romano ( Ilfuf’VaUo Roiuan- it , \ _l t  i •
cram): wolf and n.8 med fit YoiK in 306,

where his son, Constantine 
tec Great, n ‘mined the title of Cesar. In the early times of the 
Roman dominion in Britain, the northern parts of the island were 

bit? 1 h.v the Caledonians and Meeatte, but in the beginning pf 
the fourth century we find them supplanted by the Piets and Scot.,

•’ “ " 'fo t ’ ’brs, ".'hose destructive into uls wore long a terror to 
811,1'' ;i 1 'Pain. Ihe origin of these celebrated names has given 
p ■" ’ •*' "rt vehement dis; utes. V. itn respect to the Scots,̂  it is
ow ' er ity admitted that they were an Irish tribe, who crossed 
" -r * Britain from flic sister i'-latul. Tbo ancient V titers agree, in 
'' I ’Veioon tin ;z Iraki ud us the proper hr rue of. the Scots; and for several 

.ir.iri- . that island bore the name of 8-cotia. Wo emuot prat. 1 . r. 
with equal certainty upon the origin of tho Piets; but the most

f i r  W  ) \ )  SAXON PIRATES. C iu l .£ 1  T
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V’ s.' S lit l/ v T ^ 0 opinion is that they were those ancient Calcdonpirytjibqy 
preserved their independence under the Romans, aucTm;u:<- 

^^li!him )'ed possession of the northern parts of the island till the invasion 
of the Irish Scots.*

 ̂In the year 3G8, under the reign of Valcntinian I., the Scots and 
Piets penetrated as far as T ondon, hut were repulsed hy Theodosius, 
lather of the emperor of the same name; who also recovered the di.-.- 
trict between the walls of Severus and Antoninus, which he named 
1 alentia, in honour of his master. Under the emperor Theodosius, 
Maximo , a member of a distinguished British family, gained great 
reputation in fighting against the Piets and Scot-;, was saluted em­
peror hy his soldiers, established a Western Roman empire at Trovr - 
nnd w.i oven -'olinowledged by Theodosius ; but he uas subsequently 
taken prisoner at Aquileia, and put to death, a .i>. 388. Under Max 
imus a colony of British warriors is said to have been established ii 
Armorica, the subsequent Brittany. But this colonization helped h 
weaken Britain, which now began to lie more and more infested b ’ 
the Spots, Piets, and Saxons. Stiliclio afforded temporary succour ii 
39G ; hut soon afterwards, Gaul being already occupied by the Alani 
Suevi, and Vandals, Honorius was compelled to withdraw his lemon 
from Britain, which, being thus relinquished by the Romans, wa 
seized upon by r< bellious tyrants, who assumed the title of emperor 

§ 15. At the prayer of the Britons, the island was visited one 
more ( a .d . 4-18) hy the Roman legions, on the occasion of a net 
inroad hy tho Pie s and Scots; hut after repulsing the enemy 
repairing tho British fortresses, and instructing tho natives how t 
make and to use the arms necessary for their defence, they took thei 
final leave. Tho incursions of the northern barbarians were no' 
renewed Led by the Gaulish bishop, St. Germain of Ai.xcrre, lh 
Britons appear to have gained a victory’ o - or them in 429, whir 
from the cry of onset was calk'd tho Hallelujah victory. But it yv; 
unavailing, and in 44f. tho unhappy Britons had again recourse t 
ltome. Aetius the patrician sustained at that time, by his valor 
and magnanimity, the tottering ruins of tho empire, and' revived .. 
a moment among the 'leg- -irate Romans the spirit -wel l -  i e  
|.t"ie, of their ancestors. B.o. British nrah.u/.- -m carried to hi' 
the letter of their countryn cn, which was inscribed the Groans . 
f . - JJrito is. i  he ♦< nor of the ci-h ’o yens suitable to its sn»crscr 
tion. “ The 1 miens,” say P ey, “  on the one hand chase us ie 
use sea; *he sea on tho other throws us back upon tho barbarian 
and wo have only the hard choice left us of perishing by the' swot 
or by the waves.” But Aetius, pressed by the arms of Attile tho mo 
terrible enemy that over assailed the empire, had r- leisure u. nitx-i

i f  1-446. PICTS AND SCOTS. I  O T 13
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S ofallies whom generosity alone could inducL Q T
t!‘°  desPairinS Britons, guided, it is s a i d j j A j  

oi \ ortigern, a powerful prince in the south of Britain 
‘ example of the Armoricans, resolved on calling in the
aid oi die piratical Saxons, and thus repelling the Piets and Scots bv 
means of tribe3 almost as barbarous. "v

§ 1C. Under the Roman dominion* Britain had assumed an aspect 
cf great prosperity. Agriculture was carried to such a pitch that 
the island not only fed itself, but also exported large quantities 
of gram to the northern provinces of the empire. Its 
and artisans were in request upon the continent. The co u n £  
was traversed hy four excellent roads, which, however, wem S  

oly not originally constructed hy the Romans, but m e r e l y ^  
pro\ul hy them These were the Watling Street, leading from the 
Ken ish coast, hy Rhutuphn and London, to Caernarvon; Ikcnild 
n f iem ld  Street, proceeding from Tynemouth, through York 
Derby, and Birmingham, to St. David’s ; Irrnin or Hennfn Street 
mnnmg from St David’s to Soutliampton; and the Foss, between 
. omwall and Dmcoln, Roman civilization in Britain was more 
••ompletc than is commonly supposed, though its traces have now 
ilrnost completely vanished Bede epeaks° of T h e T m a f t o Z  
■/a.houses, roads, and bndves existing in his time- and mo ’
1 I '1'!9 ° f 1' ° m“  buildings were visible in the twelfth a id  t h ! “ nth 
cut iriea, which aavo now disappeared. York, Chichester Chester 
nd Lmcoln retain portions of Roman walls; and the c ircu S  
f Dorchester, Cirencester, and Silchester are still visible The 
emote Caerleon (Isca Siiurum), as well as Bath, h a ^ te  tiiearii 
mple-e and palaces. Westminster Abbey was the sito of a tompk
' ’ 1 'I’ Wl' ,lEt on} lm  of St- P“« l ’s stood another of Diana Even
" v, in London and other places once occupied by tho Roman- if 
he spade oi the workman penetrates to an urn; uial depth below the 
nl, ragments of pr-.Uoiy, tesselated pavements, and other object 
ro frequently discovered, which testify the presence of its foiJcr 
T1UH' FJ” *  when the Saxons established themselves in Britain

•’? “iurt ha™  dwdt ™ thia Boman walls, and feasted their Z s  
uh ,Ut: magnificent works of Roman art y

txun. The natives continued to speak their own lanmia-e •

e m WOrds whioh found “ Permanent pkco in’
hi l t  lang,lag° t18 ^ P -ra t iv e ly  small; Ind the o n lH L T a  

the Roman orcupatiqn .-.b isting in the EagUsh language L  eon-

0F  BRITAIN UNDER THE ROMANS, C| G l l .
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-nr '°  ^ rm'na,:’011 Chester, caster, fee. (from ccsteah triM aji-
m . aucllester, Lancaster, & c .; to coin ( eolemia), which is found 

jinco n , anu to the word street, from stratum or strata. The 
eon. i ion ot England under the Romans has been well compared hv 
a mo em writer with that of Ireland as it existed under English 
lU e !n 1 G century. “  The towns were entirely peopled by the 
Conqueror*. they alone were capable of holding municipal privileges 
or power: and the country was covered with the houses of gentry 
ana landholders who were all either descended from the old con­
querors or new settlers. The peasantry only were British— that 
c .iss w 10 wore in ancient times equally slaves under one race ol 

. . r.s ° r another, and who were only spurred into insurrection by 
1 uUcal agitators or by foreign invasions. Still, as in Ireland, the 
peasantry, having no attachment to their lords, were easily excited 
to revolt; and a successful inroad of the Caledonians would always 

__be attended by a corresponding agitation among the Britons.” *
§ 17. Christianity was introduced into Britain at an early period 

in all probability, however, not through Rome, but from the East’ 
by means of the Mediterranean commerce carried on through Gaul’ 
It is known that the latter country had numerous Christian conga - 
gations in the 2nd century. The most probable tradition ascribes 
the adoption of Christianity in Britain, as an established religion to 
Prince Lucius, or Lever Mnur (the Great Light), who flourished some 
tune m the second half of the 2nd century. Under Diocletian, Britain 
reckons the martyrdom of St. Alban at Verulam, and of Aaron and 
Juiius, two citizens of Caerleon. A t the firstcouucil of Arles, in 314 
three British bishops appeared, namely, Eborius of York, Restitutes i f 
Loudon, and .' delfius, probably of Lincoln; whop.e tenets are said to 
have differed Irom those ot the Romish church. The monastery- ot 
Bangor, near Chester, was founded at an early period; its numt 
literally ban or the great circle, was a generic one for a comnx- 
gatem or monastery, and thus wc find more than one Ban or in 
lirn‘;un- ? h°  Ell;!o was translated into the British tongue, and sort- 
Of the. British ecclesiastics were Turn, us for their learning and acutc- 
Wiss. Pelagius, the opponent of St. Augustine, and founder of tlia 
s«rt which bore his name, is said to have been a Briton whose real 
n me was Morgan, whilst his d.scip’.o Celvstius was an 1, ,1., 1
St. Germain bishop of Auxerre, and Lupus, bishop of T ro v «  
sent over to Britain by Pope Celcstino to confute the Pela* ^ ,
tho expulsion of those h- retie* by Severns, bishop of Treh u  
St. Germain, in a second visit in 446, was one of t1 , -in ’ ’ “n!1 • 
Roman power in this island. aet'J 0

( § {  INTRODUCTION OF CHRISTIANITY. I C J T 16
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^ ^ fn t& N O L O G IC A L  TABLE  OP REM ARKABLE EVENTS.

B.C. A.D.
55. Ctesar’s first invasion, of .Britain. between the firths of Forth and
54. Caisar’B second invasion. Clyde.
a .d. 208. Severus visits Britain; builds a
43. Claudius r-nds an expedition to wall.

Britain. 286-293. Usurpation of Carausius.
5'i. Caraetacus subdued and conveyed 293-296. Usurpation of Allectus.

to Rome. 306. Death of Constantius at York.
C2. Defeat and death of Boadicea. 368. The Scots and Diets penetrate to
73 - 85. Administration of Agricola. London.

121. Hadrian visits Britain, and con- 429. The Hallelujah victory.
streets a rampart. 440. The Britons suppLicate Aetiua for

HO. Loliius Urbicus raises a rampart assistance.

NOTES A N D  ILLU STR ATIO N S.

A. CA’SAR’8 VOYAGES TO BRITAIN. B. THE ROMAN WALL.
'I he subject of Caosnr’s two voyages The Roman fortification, which crosses 

to Britain l:aj given rise to much con- England from the N Away Firth to the 
troveray. In hit first voyage Cicsar River Tyne, consists of a stone wall and 
merely says that he sailed from the an earthen rampart running parallel 
country of the Morin!, without sp .ify- with one another, gener. !Iy at the dis- 
ing the exact spot; but th re can be tance of 60 or 70 yards. Dr. Bruce 
lit doubt that he started from tne maintain-, in hie work on tho “ Roman 
p. me plane as in Ids second expedition, Wall,” that the stone wall and the turf 
namely, the P< rtua Itius, which is sup- vallum both belong to one and the 
r> - . -d by D’Anvillc, who ha3 been fol- j same fortification, and that they were 
lowed by :ost mod -rn writers, to be I erected by the emperor Hadrian at one 
Wissant, about halfway betvf - n Bou- I and the samo time, the former to check 
logn- and Calais. In his first expedi- | the Mcoatm and Caledonians, the latter 
ti« n C i ar must have landed on the 1 to reprens any hostile attempts of the 
2* rn or 27th of August, since he tells j southern Britons. It is impossible to 
u= 11,111 it was full moon on the fourth discuss this subject in the limits of this 
day u-t.-r lug arrival in Britain ; and it j note, but we see no sufficient reason to 
Las been calculated by Dr. Halley the j abandon the gen era by received opinion 
.. tron.y.mr that this full moon was on . that, as the vallum of Hadrian was not 
•benight of the 30th v /August (Philo- ’ sufficient to check the Caicdoni&ne, it 
s :al Transactions, mu. td to tho -.va; atrcngil-eiied, or rather i.uperseded, 
c .a of the year 1700 by John Low- by the wall of Sevorus. The same lino -as 
thoipe, to!, iii. p. 412). Dr. Halley naturally adopted, the only difference 
maintained that Crcsar landed at Deal,, being in the method of engineering, by 
ml l»ls opinion has been adopted by adopting a lofty and strong wall «..»n ed 

aln.frtt all subsequent \vi '/:s; but Mr. over heights in- cud of low mounds 
A,ry» 1- Astronomer-Royal, has lately running through tho valleys. This now 
staried un < nth .’y ik - hypothc lie wall was made to start from the stations 
supposes that Citsar sailed from the which ulreartv existed, and thun the 
estuary of the Somme and land* roubU and expense of erecting new sta-
i ach of Pevrn<•••-.', m the coil l ' Vis- ti* ■ w  »■ saved. This will al*o account 
uex, near the ^  .-M where ^  hii-m fur the t:.nco of iiwrfpw-ns
t ')fi Lonaunor disembarked nearly 11 being found in them bearing tf'r name 
reuturias After aids. Tut- reader will of Hadrian.
Iie.i! - .10 '•’■gum. nts of Mr. Airy in the 
‘ ArshttologU,’ vol. xxxiv. p. 231, sr~.



\ • V ^ » l^A‘‘OMES LITTORIS SAXONICI. changed into the Gaelic uir^TflkJthei
\ % > -^ '^ p f)en b e rg , Kemble, and several occuPatioIi of thc country by i k e W  

-v^gtfrn writers maintain that this officer Scots : thus Jin . n »  and Invernsthy
derived his name, not from defending 'vcrc previously Abcrm and Abmicthy. 
the coast which was exposed to the in “ Sec Garoett> Transactions of the Phi- 
vasions of the Saxon pirates, but from lo,°SicaI SMuctf. vol. i. p. 119. 
his commanding ‘.he Saxons who wore
settled along 1.5 masts of Britain before E' GOVERNMENT AND DIVISIONS 
the arrival of Hengist and Horn in 450. OF B R ITA IN  UNDER TH E RO- 
liiit there serins no objection to the or- MANS, 
dinarv interpretation which has been ’ . ’ ,, „ .
adopted in the text. Dr. Guest cor- Krittun, like the other distant pro- 
rectly remarks that, as the WelM; marches vmcca of thc empire, was .Aider the 
in Shropshire and the Scotch marches in immedi“te taiporir tendcnce of tlie ern- 
Notthumberland v.< re so called, not be- peror' nnd not of ,he 6Cni‘t'’- X* ™  
cause they were iuhaLiicd bv Welshmen formca 1,lto a Roman !,r' ■mce by tho 
or Scotchmen, but because they were emPeror Claudius after the campaign oi 
op*. :i to the incur.dons of these t wo races, A,l>* antl was foverned at first by a 
and wore provided with a regular mili- Lt‘r;ltU3 of comuilar rank: its financial 
tary organization for thc purpose of affairs v' rr,‘ administered by a procu- 
repclling their incursions, so, • r pvt- rat0  ̂ ^  subsequently divided by 
ciscly similar reasons, thc south-eastern SeptimiUB Severn® into two parts, 1’ri- 
Cjast of Britain was called tho Saxon lannia Superior and Inferior, each go- 
Shore, or Frontier. In the Notitia the kĈ ed . ^ a 1 ra?8es;
Saxon Shore is also called thc Saxon . . 1, r organhmlion of Britain i> 
Frontier (Limes Saxonicus). contained in the Xi.titia Imperii, a do*

cument compiled about a .d. 400. When 
Diocletian divided thc em; ire into four

D. THE SCOTS AND 1’ICTS. Prefectures, Britain formed the third 
,, , , great diocese in the prefecture of the
Prom the second to the eleventh ccn- cauls, of which the ihefectus Prmlorio 

tury the Boots are mentioned as the resided, flrat at Trib es, and afterwards 
inhabitants of Ireland, and that hind nt Arie9. Britain was governed by a 
boro the name of beotui. ThDis clearly n «W ,« , who resided at Ebon,cum 
7 aniy r*10 authorities collected by (York), an(; w-as subdividid into four 
Zc-uss, D,e Deutsehen mid d.e Naehbai- ! provinces, Britannia Prima, l;,:t..,mia
t*s.wejntmJuinino.'aJrbUS Claudla“18aX"8— Secundu, Maxima Cicsauensis, Flavin; 

lcum oa evit 33 to Which a fifth, Vttlcn1 •„•. \. 0(1 by
" S '  - \ Theodosius in a.©. 369. The rituatiou

.. ** Sta,i-h-il- ssi- of these provinces is to s .me extent un-
J.i. Gaelic spoken by the Scotch High- | certain, and rc«<ta niuinlv upon the mi- 

hinders is the same language ns the Erse thority of Richar iof Circiicc^cr, u monk 
Bddkenby tLc Irish, and there can be no of the 14th century, whose testimony 
byUtbhVlidklV ' 'T  br° “,;M " ',0 BriUin must bo received v.ith suspicion.

•rii.1 t C r l d r . , . .  e .»  , ... I. Bouev VIA Pirni, governed by a
to ibe 'M -lb ralhei t . £ ? < £ £  I ^  ^

°lr om° the lQ Ub d bv

the name given l_. tlv l’kt > to the tv *tf rollin' * ' -  t.-ahuo, and Me,,
eastern termination of the vallum of An- jll. X'j avia c
toninu8. Fen is decidedly Welsh. The I by a Fra -• the ' VSSI'» g°v<,rni.*d
name of the Ochil hills in Perthshire, J Thame*, cast of tuu * n<,rth ul li,° 
in >’.ie country of the Piets, is to be ex- Mcr^ y and the llumb r n* soutl1 ^  l'-*c
plained from tho Welsh 44 high.” IV. Ma x im * Ca.s u i m i * eov .
Again, the Welsh prefix a her in local by a Consular is, north of the 
n&iucB iu tho rictiah territory wus | and tho Humber to the wall of sevciu/
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°r ^ALENTIANA> K°- Muridwium, Seaton, near Colyton, l i g U ^  
^ C T ^ f ^ 0nSUlaris’ thc country bc" von* Raga, Leicester. Cantiopolis, or 

wall of Severns and thc Duroverman, Canterbury. Durinum, or 
.ampM-t of Antoninus, the south part Dur.ium, ' Dorchester. Jsca, E :eter.
• . *eotland Northumberland, and part Bremenium, Rochester, ft orthumber-
0 Cumberland. land. Vindonum, near Andover, Hunt..

country north of the rampart of Durobriota, Rochester.
Antuednus waa r-ver long in the power Homan Military Commaniikrs. The 
of the Romans. Richard of Cirencester military forces were originally under tho 
gives too name of Vespasian a to the command of the Lcgatus, but after the 
district Bubdu.-d by Agricola between reparation of the civil and militarv nd- 
th.’ rampart and a line drawn from the ministration of the provinces hy Di'oclel 
Moray Birth to the mouth of thc Clyde, tian, they were placed under three chief 

Roman Towns. Thc following is the military officers, who boro tho title, of 
list of Richard of Cirencester.— 1. Mu- Comes Britanniarum, Cbmes Littoris 
NicirlA, two in number. Bboracum, Saxonici per Britanniam, and Dux Bri- 
Tork.  ̂ Verulamium, St. Albans. tanmarum. The title of Comes, or Com-

2. Couonus, colonies of Roman eiti- panion, wa3 the highest, and thc Comes 
zcr.s, rune- in number. Londinium, Britanniarum had tho chief command 
vvt.! ... surname of Augusta, London, of the military forces in Britain. The 
Camatadunum, Colchester or Maldon. Comes littoris Saxonici hr- been already 
Bkutupir, Richborough. Thermo: or spoken of. The Dux Britanniarum Imd 
Aqu.r s.'is, Bath. IscaSilurum, Cacr- charge of thc wall of Severus, and the 
Icon, bc-ea, Chester. Gievurr. or Clau- command of the troop, in the northern 
dia, Gloucester. Zindum, Lincoln, part of the province. At the time of 
Camlarirum, either Cambridge or Ches- the Notitia the Roman army in Britain 
terford, or Ickltagham, in Suffolk. consisted of 20,000 iron.

8. ClVITATES L.VTIO JUKE DONATJE,*
1 n in number. DurnomaguB or Duro-
bricr, Castor on Nene, or "Water New- p, AUTHORITIES
ton. Catarractomim, Catterick in
\'o: 'hire. Cambodunum, Slack in Some of the classical authorities re- 
Ynrk-hirr. Coccium, Llbohester in speeting the early biutury of Britain 
Lancashire. Luguvallium, Carlisle, have been alluded to in tho preceding 
Pteroton, Burgh head in Momyshire, pages, and all the passages bearing on 
Scotland. Victoria, Dealgin Ross in tho subject in the Greek and Latin 
Perthshire. Cbrinium, Cirencester, writers, as "well as in t lie ancient English 
Sorbiodunum, Old Sarum. authors, will be found collected in the

4. -Sin inrnuai.£ C iv it a t e s , twelve in ; Monumenta Hietonca Britannica,’ vol. 
number, i  nta\ Bclgarum, Winches- i. 1848. The most important modern 
ter. Vcnta Icenorum, Caistrr, near works on Roma Britain aro:— Cam- 
Norvrich. Vcnta Silnrum, Caer-wcnt, don’ . L'ritannia ; ITorslev’a Britannia 
or Cacr-g’.rert, in Monmouthshire. Sc- Rom ana ; 8- .Lely’, chtngc ; Wl.it- 
DOntimi, Caer-Sdont, near Cacnuunror.. taker’s Hhiorg of Mi.ncuestr.-; Larpcn- 

* The™ cuu» nearly the *,mo prWu b^ ’H History of England, translated by
r.« coiomai. on th. di*t!nedon hc.wrcn thcin Thorpe; Algernon Herberts Britannia 

“  •: • - ) ! .  « f "  “ •■ * »» «* «  r.rucc’.  Wall,
*' V"!'11 coun-T) , of which them are kW;,i ,n «»>cking s Notes < n the Notifa  fllqnita*

“ • 4;"' ’ 0m" 0n thi Earl»  ( “ M w -M b to M .. .  ( I t e ia ) ,  Mid it,™ ..MiDgti,. English Bett’cr.umts in Booth Britain,
“  the Proceeding, of the 

live. t. rnu. p n .  U k k i . . .  j tii j « i m  A! ,- ologicnl Institute hold at Balia.
.

I .no....,v . i l l , ... I the f  *t.ny Cycu’p.'O'ilu. j and ar. ortiHc
s & z z  a s v m  * *

• 'v !— ■ iu M  ! 1,7 " t ;  on « n  CM. .ion of Britain. i.Ssbt, ia» | E1„,„ thc Roreanfl,

‘ e°%N.
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,IoP of lbe Isle of Thanet at the time or the landing of the Saxons.

CHAPTER II.

TIIE ANGLO-SAXONS TILL THE REIGN OF EGBERT.

* ' ’aI X ^ mo” ’ A SSs % r J JnUS‘ § 2' Manners -™1 religion of the

■ §4< Se“ ,ement 0< §8. Second settlement of the C ntu,h. tra,*,llc“ « § 5 . Saxon account. 
-Ulemcut of the Grnmw! I n l ^ Z T  * * * >  § 7 . Third
of the German Invaders—in Eat/auTlliddfeT § 6v,UonHllt
u the Gentian invade) . -in him f, ik «n K  «■ u * ‘ • 1 ‘^h settlement
of the German invaders—in Northumbria. V l  1 Th ' v  S‘|Xth 5e" ,em,-“t . 
§ 12. The Heptarchy. British State %  f  ‘ V 7 B" T  T  °'
Sussex, Ceawlin of Weaver. § 14. E,|„«s.rt;  n  tl!a of
Introduction of Christianity. § 15 i,C3th of E , thlrd Bretwalda. 
J -  * * & .  to th  Bretwalda. * Adventure! *
s Kt. Edwin, fifth Bretwalda. His conversion'to Christianity.1'" !  17' 
Htsiory of Northumbria. Oswald, sixth Bretwalda. § is Oswy If 
Northumbria. seventh Bretwalda. Jecline of the kingdom of North



\. I  $§&''&. I§ *9’ E'story of Wessex. Ina and Egbert. § 20. H istarcM  i

.and 0ffa- § 21 Conqucsts o f * * * • wh°

?.J: S E i ef°Fle n°W ^  in ^  the B rito *  to * *  assistance, and 
'• .0 ultimately succeeded in establishing themselves in the count„, 
winch they were required to defend, were a Germanic race who 
under the general name o fSajons, inhabited ( S r  hoFth-westcm 
coast of Germany from the dmBric'Chersoncsus, or present r>0., 
mu a, to the mouths of the Rhine. A t the period of which w fa re

1 an° ’ we Cnd ithem dl7uled into three principal tribes ti 
Saxons proper, the Angles, and the Jutes. i ^

1 The Saxons.*— 'This people are first mentioned in the second 
century by I tolcmy, who places them upon the narrow neck of the

e  s * " f t S T s s  t in three “  < * * < * * « »  of
nm ths of H e H? 7  P° WCT, e" tended as them aithb ot the Rhine. Among the tribes subject to them were the

F m C d  S 2 y t a c l l th° maj ° rity of tIlc invaders of 
o'f t ^  ' ‘eyMare only mentioned under the general name
P a W n m iH r  or Fr ‘ ^  ^  WCT0 ^ u p ie d  by the
t e T  of the »
and of the East Saxons (

always been divided into two Jeat L n ct s  7 ^ “' °
writers have given the name of Sigh German (the people 
mtenor or higher parts of Germany) and Low German Abe , 7 °  
in the lower parts of the country near the c o S T T i l  <T °Pl0 
belonged to the Low Germanic branch and T f r  J  8,1X0,18 

% eloccly dliod tu that of the modem Dutch. * l^Ua° e waa
II. The Angles or Engle, who accompanied m- c,u , ,

Saxon seem to have been a more numerous and r>owerfn]'Ved f“R 
they peopled a larger district of Britain, and at W t h  U v ^ h  “  
name to the whole land.* They sailed in East A , , L  ot\ T

nn?M  ? r T -  n° rth, f lE8SaX5 * * * k * H m  midland e ^ t f e s  
a..d Worth*,nlrm, or all the counties north of the Humber T b l ’
aro^first mentioned by Tacitus; among the obscure t r f e  J t h 0

4 ™  Uw short^  * « ,  Whi..h

K f  u fit io t (15 WOrd ̂ o lh tg
Bl 'y .  T a . l 'C v  K m e  °Pa " : ',\  tie J nliticnl supn-

! • "  Sm o m  oi C L 7  V  r  • V  ri ° V mt'an -1'igles an I Saxon.-,
g'*n<,» *• distinguished from the Saxons of the Con-

8 ticimann, o. 40
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( i f  y w 1- MANNERS a n d  RELIGION o f  A N G L O -3 A X O I«^ y :i

l - C a s t .  J  t-fi r'*C ’ a,l f  aro P^ced by Ptolemy on the wcstemH^ijlob
Sjale- ®uace they ,: igrated n o r t U f t l^  

&dlal 4 for-?, i lm, .'“ ^ ef®on<;sus, "where they inhabited a district 
s S i  1  f  ’ T  v  f t 1* " * ?  the Saxons and the Jutes. There 

tlie FletisD nC r "  T  T>0arS nalne between the river Slie and 
i . ;. ?r^el ' ̂ 5 but anciently it must have compiised a much
low^r fc U '!"V' X 6i AnSlcS> \dte Saxons, ware originally a 
,, icnnnnie race ? but as their first settlements were upon the

I . r part of the Elbe m the neighbourhood of High German tribes, 
SC°0nd 8Cats wcro in the proximity of ti, Danes, that 

I S T T r  t0 hr  * " ?  Affected to some extent by their 
England b ’ - T  tt‘"v**'“■. peculiarities in the northern dialects of

III TOc r T T  ’0 U l- i; Germaa “ ‘d Danis! languages. 
t h e - L ™  ; urymlers were not so numerous even as 
the Saxons, and possessed only Kent, the Isle of Wight, and part of 
Hampshire. I hey came from the peninsula of Jutland, winch is 
now inhabited by be Danes ; but it is probable that the possessions 
of the Germans, who people at present the southern part of the pe­
ninsula, extended further north in ancient times, and there at > some 
reasons for believing that the Jutes were Goths, who, like the Saxons 
and Angles, were also a low Germanic race.

§2. The German rac who invaded Britain were Pagan barba­
rians. 1 heir religion, which was common to them with the Scan­
dinavians seems to have been a compound betwc a the worship 
ol the oolestml bodies and that of deified heroes. This fact will 

aPPrar f™  the names they applied to the days of the week

^ m T 7  ht? sf  retainod —  -  'H.US 8 *  .. 2  ■
T - A 2  ■*’ TUm’ay aU,] were named after the two
de fies T Z T S; 14 mUSt bG ° bscrved tlla ■ *  of those * 
and L  t  1X'V' of tLl u^cribed to them by the Greeks 
and t h H ^  ^  ; cocsidereJ h? « “  Germans a. f. mluinc

th e  m tio n a l r ,  1> , “ *"8 «3 the  Tuisco o f T acitus,
id o iU irv U  w“ f  ° f  T enton*. w h ils t ot lie,'s
H V / . „ W e d r r * i ’ f ( !wely°  cornpatdons o f  Odin.J r vveanfMliiy, OS stu red to Woden or n,li, ■ ■
god of war-, common to all tho Teutor ie •„ I o i- f ■ 1 e 
That ho must have boon a deifi l • ‘' cnDd,nav,an Rt. \
circumstance that there Ir iA a  If*"? “Plvare lv°m the
houses among the Anglo-Saxons f r ,■ “  R»' “ rl"'"d t:‘C royal
descent from Woden. *
god Thor, the thundcrer, « „ • ’ ,.„„t to th / p T ^  ~ ,lul alter u a 
Roman Jove, who wielded a hammer instead V  T \  l,he 

or Friday, was , ,  i to ^
sort of Woden and northern V a m  l astly, S ^ d e S r a d l t i



l . v '* who, from the attributes with which he is .
tbh a bucket, appears to have beta a watcr-gCai*“̂  

^ jjjadBg^tucse, the Anglo-Saxons had many other deities, they 
believ'd in. the immortality of the soul and the existence of a super- 
nature, orld ; but their worship, though fancitul and superstitious, 
was not tainted with so much cruelty as disfigured that of the 
Druids. Their sensual ideas of a future state were calculated, like 
those of the Mahometans, to inspire them with a contempt of deata. 
They believed that if  they obtained the favour of Woden hy their 
v, lour (for they mao less account of the other virtues) they should 
’*> admitted after their death into his hall; and, reposin' on 
couches, should satiate themselves with ale from the skulls of ‘their 
enemies whom they had slain in battle. Incited by this idea of 
p.-adise, which gratified at once the passion o f.revenue end that of 
intemperance, the ruling inclinations of barbarians, they despised 
tnc dangers of war, anu increased their native ferocity against the 
vanquished by their religious prejudices.

§ b. 1 he ships, or keeia (ceoln«), of the Saxons appear at an 
ancient period to have been rudely constructed of a few planks sur­
mounted with wattled osiers andctvrro. with skins; and in these 
frail vessels they fearlessly trusted themselves without a compass to 
the winds and waves of the stormy ocean which washed their shores 
’ ’ ,J ma? “ fcr> however, from the number of men which they con­
voyed to Britain, that in the 5th century their ships must have been 
much enlarged in size and improved in solidity of construction The
arms of the An-Lo-Saxons were targets worn on the left arm • „ ■
tows and arrows, swords, battle-axes, and heavy clubs furnished 
wuh spikes of iron S don,ns, the bishop of Clermont, has described 

these barbarians inspired. " W e  have not” h 
ray , “ a more cruel and dangerous enemy than the Saxons " Thev 
overcome all who have the courage to oppose them. The: "summe 
all who are 30 imprudent as not to he prepai J for their attack 

u they pursue, they inevitably overtake : when they are pursued' 
their escape is certain. They despise danger: they are inured to 
a npwreck : they are eager to purchase booty with the neril of {heir 
i f '  Tempjcstfl, which to others are so dreadful, to them are sub- 
C 7, C J° y ' ‘ “ ;  8tonn “  their Protection when they are pursued 
a I ' T ’ e J"4 '' S '™  f0r * *  °P®rutions when they meditate 

: ' oro ll,py their own shores, they devote to the 
ai ais of their gods the tenth part of the prineqai esptiyes; and 
' : ’ '' V 'By lJ® 011 :,u P°mt of returning, the lots are c;r t with an 
. ’on.'’1 cqmty, and the impious vow is fulfilled.” * Such were
tie barbarians who were now approaching tho British slures.

* Sidon. iti. 6, quoted by Lingard, i. p. 73.
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\* \ $8h $k j&cond settlement of the German invaders, a .d . 4 7 7 .V j^  l ie  
\*£s«S§SS^4?7, and therefore during the lifetime of Hen list, Ella

.Avajjr his three sons, Cymen, Wlencing, and Cissa, landed with a 
Body of Easons from three ships at the place afterwards called 
Oymcn’s ora, upon the eastern side of Chichester harbour in Sussex ; 
but the Britons were not expelled till defeated in many battles by 
their warlike invaders. After tho capture of tho old Roman town 
of Anderida, or Andredes-ceaster (Povensey), in 490, when the whole 
British garrison was put to the sword, Ella assumed the title of king 
of the Soulh-Sexe or Sussex, and extended his dominion over the 
modern county of Sussex and a great part of Surrey. Ella is said to 
have died between 514 and 519, and was succeeded by his son Cissa ; 
in whose line th. kingdom of Sussex remained for a long period, 
t -ough we know not even the name of any of his successors. The 
capital of this kingdom was Chichester, which derives its name . 
front Cissa (Cissa-ceaster, the Chester or city of Cissa). To these '{ 
German invaders is due the division of Sussex into rapes, which 
again are divided into hundreds.

§ *. laird settlement of the German invaders, A.D. 495.— The 
third body of German invaders were, like the last, also Saxons 
l lv y  landed in 495 under the command of Ccrdic and his son 
Cji'iic, at a place called Cerdic’s ora, which was probably at the 
mouth of tho Itchin river along the eastern side of the Southampton 
"  ater. None of the invaders met with such vigorous resistance, or 
everted such valour and perseverance in pushing their conquests. 
Ccrdic did not make much progress till six years later, after calling 
m from Germany the aid of Fort; from whom the town of Ports­
mouth is said to derive P i name, as being the place where Port 
landed and defeated the Britons. In 514 Ccrdic was reinforced hy 
the arrival of his nephews, Stuf and Wiht r, v. ho are also rt pre- 
sented as Juiish leaders. Cerdic’s power now became more formid­
able; many districts wore conquered, and among them the Isle ol 
Wight, which Cerdic bestowed on his nephews. It was not, how­
ever, till his great victory over the Britons at Cerdices-ford (or Char- 
ford, in IlampBhir.)  in 519 that CVrdio assumed the r yal Pile and 

■ a kingdom of ri,e Itx t-S .j c or Ur ■ . Oerdic’s forth
progress ' 'wards tbe west was clu cked by a great defeat which he 
rev . ived I ■ .Ur fo.I.-v. i: _ year at M hi i  Ba.leii * from Arthur, prince 
of tho I umnonu, whose heroic valour now sustained the declinin'’ 
Tate of Ins country. This is that Arthur bo much celebrated it' the 
songs of British bards, and where mi :taty aentevements hate Icon 
>1 ’Ailed with so many fables as <?• en to give . oension for eutortaii iu -

* Mount Bndon is usually identified with ltnth; hut Dr. Guest .vhlucei 
s'-ong reasons for believing it to be Bodbury in Dorsetshire t’t mix a 
f. 63.) *

EXOI.AKD. | O  1  Pf Ololo3
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( i  (a daBR °h Bjf5 real existence. But poets, though they disfigure t i \ ^ ^  I  
v.JM ^^rairiiustory  by their fictions, and use strange liberties wjthJ^J 1  j  
X fm lrTO ^e 'they are the sole historians, as among the Britons, have 

warnnofily some foundation for their wildest exaggeration?
Ccrdic died in 534, leaving his dominions to his son Cynrie, who 

ruled till his death in 560, and considerably extended his kingdom, 
the capital of which was Winton-ceasler, or Winchester, the ancient 
Venta Bclgarnm. Cynrie wo.3 succeeded by his son Ceawlin.

§ 8. Fourth settlement of the German invaders, a .d . 527.— These 
invaders were also Saxons. They founded the kingdom of the East- 

-;ce or Esses-, to which the'Middle-Sexe or Middlesex also belonged.
1 .scevine or Ercemvine was the first king of Essex; but his son 

8’ da, who married a daughter of Ethelbert of Kent, appears as a 
" ‘ vet of his father-in-law; and Essex, though styled a kingdom, 

always to have been subject to the neighbouring kings.
‘ Fifth settlement of the German invaders.— The lour pre- 
r invasions had been made by the Jutes and Saxons ; but the 
i wo settlements consist of Angles. Towards the middle or 
r the 6th century, for the exact date is unknown, some 
<, Hi p .rently divided into two tribes, the North-Folk and

0 South-Folk, founded the kingdom of East Anglia, comprising 
lie modem counties of Norfolk and Suffolk, and parts of Cambridge- 

shiro and Huntingdonshire. Hardly anything is known of the his- 
f- ry of East Anglia. TJffa is said to have been tho first king, and 
his descendants were styled Uffingas, just as the race of Kentish 
kings were called /Escingas.

§ 10. Sixth settlement of the 'German invaders, uho-t a .t>. 547.__
The country to the north of the Humber had been early separated 
into two British states, namely, Deifyr (Deora rice), extending from 
the Humber to the Tyne, and BemeLch (Beoma rice), lying between 
the Tyne and the Forth. These names, afterwards Latinised into 
Deira and Brrnicia, were retained till a late period. The two 
countries were separated by a vast forest occupying the district 
h tween tho I'yne and the Tees, or the modern bishopric of Durham. 
According to some traditions, Hengist had penetrated as far as these 
countries, and founded states there for his son Octa, and for Ebusa 
Hie son of Horsa; hut it seems more probable that his expeditions 
v. ere not carried beyond Lincolnshire. It- cannot be doubted, how- 
era, that the Angles were settled in parts of Northumbria at an 
early period; though it was not till the arrival of Ida, who landed at
1 1 in: borough Head in 547, with a powerful body of Anglian warriors, 
th.P the Angles obtained the supremacy in the north f the island, 
hi.i became king of L rnicia, and transmitted bis power to h i1 son ; 
and i. separate Anglian kingdom was founded in Deira by Ella,
These two kingdoms remained for some years in a state of hostility
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I iraKth J>§e another ; but they were united in the person of IlM w lrl b 
V • \  .^ddfrid ,, grandson of Ida, who had married a dangP^ f c t  J 
\ pB • Kt!i,fa’ d who expelled her infant brother Edwin. It was not, 

^ ^ b W fiv e r , till the accession of Edwin in 617 that the united king­
doms seem to have assumed the name of Northumbria, which was 
long the most powerful of the Anglo-Saxon states.

§ 11. The country to the west of East Anglia and Deira was 
known by the name of the March or boundary, and was conquered 
by Anglian chieftains, who were for some time subject to the kings of 
Northumbria. It was erected into an independent state by Penda 
about 626, under the name of tho March or Mercia, which was sub­
sequently extended to the Severn, and comprised the whole of the 
centre of England. It was divided by tbe Trent into North and 
South Mercia.

§ 12: Thus after a centuiy and a half was gradually established 
in Britain what has been called the Heptarchy, or seven Saxon 
kingdoms, namely Kent, Sussex, Wessex, Essex, East Anglia, Mercia, 
and Northumbria. But this term is incorrect: there were never 
exactly seygaindcpcndeRt. kingdoms coexistent; and if the smaller 
and dependent ones are reckoned, the number must be considerably 
increased. Tho Britons, or ancient Celtic inhabitants, had been 
driven into the western parts of the island, and formed several 
small states. In  the extreme south-west lay Damnonia, called 
also TTcst TPaZes, the kingdom of Arthur, occupying at first the 
present counties of Cornwall and Devonshire, hut limited at a later 
period, after the separation of Cernau, or Cornwall, to Dyvnaint, 
or Devonshire. In Soi orsetsitre, Wiltshire, and Dorsr tshire, vcliich 
had been occupied by the Saxons at an early period, a large 
native population still maintained its ground, as was likewise the 
case in Devonshire long aft* r its occupation by the Saxons; whence 
the inhabitants of that, district obtained-the name of the “ Welsh 
kind.” Cambria, or Walts, was divi led into several small kingdoms 
or principalities. The name of Welsh ( I P 8 M ) , i t  may ho ob- 
served, is the Saxon term for foreigners, and is still applied bv the 
Germans to the 3. di-ms. The history of the Celts, v.ho dwelt in 
Cumbr-t to the north of Wales, is involved in obscurity. Cumbria, 
or Cumberland, pro; vly no called, included, besides the pro; n t  
county, W  stmoroland and Daccasliire, and extended into North­
umbria, probably as far as the modem L, ,1a. Caerleol, or Curb. i« 
was its chief city. North of Cumbria, between tbe two Homan 
walls, and to the east of die kingdom of Be- nicia, were situated two 
other British kingdoms: Rcgcd, in the southern'portion of the dis­
trict, nearly identical perhaps with Annandale, in Dumfriesshire- 
and Strathclyde, crnbraeimr the counties of Dumbarton, Renfrew’ 
and Dumfries, and probably also those of Peebles, Selkirk an 1

c 2
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Map of Britain, showing the Settlements of the Anglo-Saxons.

F.anark. These kingdoms were sometimes united under ono chief, or 
Pondrsv'on, called also Tyem, or tymutm, who, lilce other British 
princes, regarded himself as the successor, and even as the descendant, 
of Constantine or Maximus.

Besides those Britons who found shelter in these western and 
mountainous legions from the fury of the Saxon invaders great 
numbers of them, under the conduct of their priests and chieftains 
abandoned altogether their native shores, and settled in Armorica 
on the western coast of Franco, which from them derived its snbso’ 
cjtient namo of Bretagne, or Brittany.



(® ( Jp|[ NoSjiag can movo evidently show the completeness of ti.0ie * i -  
V *\  ^^nusfrjnade • by the Anglo-Saxons than the fact that their Umf-^ra i  

‘J day th° staple of our own ; hut with regard to their
treatment of the conquered land, and their relations towards the 
natives, we are almost entirely in the dark. It is usually stated 
that the Saxons either exterminated the original population, or drove 
it into the western parts of tho island ; but there are good reasons 
for believing that this was not completely the case; and we may 
conclude from the Welsh tradiiions, and from the number of Celtic 
words still existing in the English language, that a considerable 
number of the Celtic inhabitants remained upon tho soil as the slaves 
or subjects of their conquerors.*

§ 13. To detail the obscure and often doubtful history of the 
several Anglo-Saxon M-atos would afford neither amusement nor 
instruction, and we shall therefore content ourselves with selecting 
tile more remarkable ('vents that occurred down to tho time when 
all the kingdom i were united under tho authority of Egbert Tha 
dignity of Brelwalda, that is, supreme commander or emperor of 
Britain, which was often the subject of contention among the differ­
ent Anglo-Saxon sovereigns, affords some slight bond of connexion 
to their histories, and it is to this point that we shall first direct our 
attention.!

ihc institution of a Brctivalda among the Anglo-Saxons was 
probably neither derived from their native customs, nor an assump­
tion of tho Roman imperial power before exercised in tho island, 
but Wither a measure sometimes adopted from tho necessity of 
uniting under a common chief against tho Britons, the 1’iofs, and 
the Scots. The dignity was perhaps an elective ora. The first 
who held the office, according to Beds, was JEJla, king 
South Saxons; but we know not on what account, nor by v,}.g* 
means,"he obtained tho dignity. Ccawlin, king of' the IV cst Saxcrns, 
or Wessex, the grandson ••!' Cerdic, was the second BrctmMa. The 
.1 .suing, Ethelbert < ; Kent, disputed tho title with him hut v  ; 
overthrown in a great battle at Wibbandun (Wimbledon in Surrey).
I awlm was a conqueror, and united many districts to Ids kingdom • 
but s o * ’ unknown cause, the termination of his reign was 
■wwai • .y uuprospermw. 3Us ov.n subjectam i oven bis own rela- 
V°“8’ 'lmlcJ ■x* un"  him "nth tli, Britons and Scots; he was 

•' m :1 « " “* at WodneslH.org, in the year 591 and fe d  
in exile two years afterwards. ua

* This subject is more fully discussed in the Kotes imd Illustrations
f  Flic existence of the BretwaWas, at k ..,t in the earlier times i/d te ' 

hy Mr. Hullam and Mr. Kemble. But they are « K r ly mentioned'’ br K  
who '-aH : tJ'-'jr dignity ibteatm or leadership, in the fcaxon Clmmido v. ' .we 
these j-rinces .are termed Bretwaldas, and in chailers.
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r. I S n 14/ . ¥ tef  tho “ Pulsion of Ceawlin, Ethelbert of Kent o l V S ]  .
° f  Bretwdda, to which he had for so many years aspifun^* 
memoraUe event of his reign was the introduction of 

Winstiamty among the Anglo-Saxons, for the reception of which 
lait i the mind of Ethelbert had been prepared through his marriage 
with the Christian princess Bertha, daughter of Caribert, king of 
tans. But the immediate cause of its introduction wus a casual 
incident which occurred at Rome. It happened that Gregory who 
under the title of the Great, afterwards occupied the papal chair’ 
had observed in the market-place of Home three Saxon youths ex­
posed to sale whom the Roman merchants, in their trading voyages 
o Britain, had bought of their mercenary parents *  Struck”with the 

beauty of their fair complexions and blooming countenances Gre-

f  t0 T  th°y and beinS told &ey were
Angles, he replied that they ought more properly to be denominated
“”f * ; *t were a pity that the prince of darkness should enjoy so
dcstitutTnf S°  beautlful a frontispiece should cover a mind
restitute of internal grace and righteousness. Inquiring further 
concerning the name of their province, he was informed that it
■ Delra, a dis.net of Northumbria. “ Deira,”  replied he, “ that
!. f 0<XlT: rh,L'y, are f 11®4 the mercy of God from his amrer (da

n..;. But what is the name of the king of that provinct ?” Tin 
was told it was MMz, or Alla. “ Allelujah I” cried he ; «w e  ln“  
endeavour hat the praises of G.od he sung in their country.” M om  
by these allus.ons, which app, red to liim so happy he det, 
to undertake himself a mission into Britain, and, having obtained the 

ope.-, approbation prepared for the journey; but his popularity at
homo was so great, that the Romans, unwilling to exnose h L  7  i
dangers opposed his dcsip  ; and he was obliged for the present to 
lay aside aU further thoughts of executing that pious purpose 

After Ins accession to the pontificate, Gregory anxLw  . " 
the British ^ o n s ,  pitched on
scut him, with forty associates, to preach the gospel in this k h  “f  
Iheso missionaries, tonified with the danger whkh might attTnd 

proposing a new uoctrine to so fierce a people, of whose lam 
.4 0 they were ignorant, stopped some time in France and sent 

hack August mo to lay the hazards and difficulties before’ the 1 ?

on hk air val n K  ****■ P’W  ; m i  Augustine,
■ '  “  1 lr; tbo year cm, found the danger much
‘ 08 thSa La LaJ 8Pl,lehu»ded. Ethel! rt, already well disposed

.ito OK 89), arid is ^  from him,
and no u,M. k  ly  " W nt? " ‘ «  *  " G - - !  '• fa il ,

by , , y  :.hm- m toon  w „ ty ! !  M 'mor,als ot taaterbury .p
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11 | WWoxva^g the Christian faith, assignor! him p habitation i l  f i l 'K ’e 
l * \» gMjjf 'uhpjict; and soon after admitted him to a conference, 
VVVlflsacpVuged by his favourable reception, and seeing now a prosmcr 

xSx* -BC^sUccnss, proceeded with redoubled zeal to preach the gospel to the 
Kentish Saxons. Numbers were converted and baptized, and the 
king himself was persuaded to submit to the same rite. Augustine 
was consecrated archbishop of Canterbury, was endowed by Gregory 
with authority over all the British churches, and received the pall, 
a badge of ecclesiastical honour, from Home. Christianity was soon 
afterwards introduced into the kingdom of Essex, whose sovereign, 
Stoberht, or Sebert, was Etkelbert’s nephew; and through the influ­
ence of Ethelbert, llellitus, who bad been the apostle of Christianity 
in Essex, was appointed to the bishopric of Loudon, where a church 
dedicated to St. Paul was erected, on the site of a li rmer temple cl 
Diana. Sebert also erected ou Thorney Island, which was forme 1 by 
the branches of a small river falling into the Thames, a church dedi­
cated to St. Peter, which 1.; now Westminster Abbey, lu  Kent the see 
of Rochester was founded by Augustine, and bestowed upon Justus.

Silver Penuy of Ethelbert II. King of Kent and Bretwalda.
Obvci KDILBERHT . . bust right. Reverse: hex; wolf end twins. (This 

coin, if genuine, is an evident imitation of those of Rome: compare the cum oi 
Carausius, p. 12.)

§ 15. The marriage of Ethelbert with Bertha, and, much more, his 
embracing Christianity, begat a connexion, of his subjects with tho 
french, Italians, and other nations on the continent, and tended to 
reclaim them from that gross ignorance and barbarity in which all 
the Saxon tribes had boon hitherto involved. Ethelbert also enacted, 
with the consent of the states of his kingdom, a body of laws, the first 
written laws promulgated by any of the northern conqueiois: and 
Ms reign was in every respect glorious to himself sod beneficial to 
ins people. He g . rued the kingdom of Kent 50 years, and, dying 
m till, L it tlio succession to Lis son Eadbold. But he possesion 
ncir 11 r the abilities nor the authority of Ms father; and l'a Savin 
p' hicos refused to acknowledge him "as Brttonhla. That dHriiv  
passed to Redwald, king of the East Angles, who hole- tiie fou-p 
place in the scries of these prince.,. ’The protection afforded by 
Bedwald to young Edwin, the rightful heir of the kingdom of ! >. ;rn 
brought him into collision with iEdetfrid, king of Northumbria, it 
has been already mentioned that zEdelfrid had united Deira wilt-
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11 P  uPou ^  at the death of Ella, whose daughte\g^ I
\ V s P l k  ^  aD<̂  esPel,iuS -ier infant brother Edwin. HedwJhJ A ..J  

kingdom of Northumbria, and fought a battle with 
iEdelfrru on the banks of the Idlo in Nottinghamshire in which 
that monarch was defeated and killed; his sons, Eanfrid, Oswald, 
and Oswy, yet infants, were carried into Scotland, and Edwin 
obtained possession of the crown.

§ 10. Edwin subsequently became the fifth Bretwalda, and all the 
Anglo-Saxon states, with the exception of Kent, acknowledged his 
supremacy. He distinguished himself by his influence over the other 
kingdoms, and by the strict execution of justice in his own domi­
nions. He reclaimed his subjects from the licentious life to which 
th y had been accustomed; and it was a common saying that during 
his reign a woman or child might openly carry everywhere a purse ol 
gold without any danger of violence or robbery. There is a remark- 
ablo instance transmitted to us of the affection home him by his 
servants. Cuichelme, king df Wessex, was his enemy; hut, finding 
nimself unable to maintain open war against so gallant and powerful 
a prince, he determined to use treachery against liim, and he em­
ployed one Eumer for that criminal purpose. The assassin, bavin" 
obtained admittance by pretending to deliver a message from Cuich- 
tlmo, drew his dagger and rushed upon the king. Lilia, an officer of 
his army, seeing his master's danger, and having no other means of 
defence, interposed with his own body between the king and Eumer’s 
dagger, which was pushed with such violence, that., after piercing 
1 alia, it even wounded Edwin ; hut before the assassin could renew 
his blow he was despatched by the king’s attendants.

This event, as well as the birth of a daughter about the same time 
is said to have hastened Edwin’s conversion to Christianity After 
the death of his first consort, a Mercian princess, Edwin hud mar 
lied Elhclburga, the daughter of Ethelbert, kin- of Kent This 
print- -s, emulating the glory of her mother E, rtha, who lmd ken  
the instrument for converting her husband and his r eople to Chris- 
tianity, carried Paulinm, a learned bishop, along with her; and 
besides stipulating a toleration for the exercise of her own religion 
which was readily granted her, she used every effort to persuade tr,c 
lcn;; to embrace it. Her exertions, seconded by those of Paulinus. 
were successful. Edwin was baptized on Easter-day, a .d . 627, at 
i nk, in a wooden church hastily erected for the’ occasion and 
dedicated to St. Peter. Subsequently York was erected into an 
archbishopric; Paulinus was appointed the first northern metro­
politan, and a hai dsome church of stone was built for his callc-dral 
From hence as a centre Christianity was propagated, though not 
'  'j;f somc vicissitudes, in the neighbouring Anglo-Saxon countries,

§ 17. Evil days were now approaching for Northumbria. Edwjp

EDffIN OF NORTHUMBRIA. C iuylE j



1 ’  \ Jpffi® » %  battle by Penda, the powerful king of Mercia. \ | f e «u  
\ »V  divided into two separate kingdoms, and the toê ifc. 1

their monarclis, relapsed into Paganism. A t length in 034 
^  Oswald, th; son of aEdclfrid, again united the kingdoms of North­

umbria, and restored the Christian religion in his dominions. Oswald 
was also acknowledged as the sixth Bretwalda, and reigned, accord­
ing to the expression of Beda, over the four nations of Britain, the 
Angles, the Britons, the Piets, and the Scots. His reign, however, 
was short. Ho became involved in a war with Penda, a .d . 642, 
and, like Edwin, was defeated and slain. His corpse was treated 
with great brutality by Penda; hut he was canonized by the church 
as a saint and martyr ; his scattered members were collected as 
relics, and were held to he endowed with miraculous powers. 
Penda penetrated as far as Bamborough, the residence of tire 
Northumbrian princes on the coast of Yorkshire, hut after a fruitless 
siege was obliged to retire and evacuate the kingdom.

§ 18. Ou the death of Oswald his brother Oswy succeeded to his 
kingdom and to the dignity of Bretwalda. He defeated and slew 
the formidable Penda in a great battle fought near Leeds in C56.

The reign of Oswy was rendered memorable by a most destructive 
pestilence called the yellow plague, which commenciug in Gb-l 
ravaged the whole island twenty years with the exception of the 
Highlands of Scotland. Oswy died in 670, and with him expired 
for a time the dignity of Bretwalda.

It is unnecessary to pursue the obscure and uninteresting reigns of 
Oswy’s successors in the kingdom of Northumbria, which, for the 
most part, present little more titan a series of seditions, usurpa­
tions, and murders. Agriculture was neglected the land was 
desolated by famine and pestilence, and, to fill up the measure of its 
calamities, the Northmen landed in 793 on Lindisfarne, and in the 
following year at Egfertlis-Minster (probably Woarmouth), and 
plundered and destroyed the churches and monasteries at those 
places. After the death of Ethelred ( a .d. 795) universal anarchy 
prevailed in Northumbria; and the people, having by so many 
latal revolutions lost all attachment to their govemn; nt and 
princes, were well prepared for subjection to a foreign yoke. Tins 
was finally imposed upon them by Egbert, king of Wessex; to the 
history oi which kingdom, as finally swallowing up all the rest we 
must now hasten. *

§ 19 The history of the kings or Wess x prerents nothing remark- 
able all we arrive at the re.gn of Inn, who ascend, d the Throne in 
688 and who was remarkable for his justice, policy, and prudence. 
He treated the Britons of Somersetshire and the adieiniiw dUtri.-u 
(the Wealas, or Welsh kind), whom lie had subdu A, with a hum. 
nity hitherto unknown to the Saxon conquerors. l’j e allow, d flic*

c ?,
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X p e & W S jk  retain possession of their lands, encouraged m a n ia g ^ j  I
between them and his ancient subjects, and gave them^ ‘ 

\|he-privilege of being governed by the same laws. These laws he 
augmt • ‘d and ascertained: and though he was disturocd by some 
insurrections at home, his long reign of 37 years may bo regarded as 
ono of the most glorious and most prosperous reigns of the xlnglo- 
Saxon princes. Xu the decline of his age he made a pilgrimage to 
Rome, . here he shut himself up in a cloister. The year of his death 
is unknown.

Egbert was the fourth in descent from Ingild, Ina’s brother ; and 
being a young ma.. of the most promising hopes, gave great jealousy 
to Brithric, the reigning prince, both because be seemed by bis birth 
better entitled to the crown, and because he had acquired to an emi­
nent degree the affections of the peopl , Egbert, sensible of his danger 
from the suspicions of Brithric, secretly withdrew into h'rance, where 
hi. was well received by Charlemagne. By living in tho court and 
serving in tho armies of that prince, the most able and most generous 
that had appeared in Europe during several ages, he acquired those 
accomplishments which afterwards enabled him to make such a shining 
figure on the throne.

It was not bjug ere Egbert bad opportunities of displaying bis 
natural and acquired talents. Brithric was accidentally killed by 
partaking of a cup of poison which his wife Eadburga, daughter 
of Offa, king of Mercia, had mixed for a young nobleman who had 
acquired her husband’s friendship, and bad on that account become 
the object of her jealousy. Egbert was now recalled from France by 
the nobility of Wessex, and ascended the throne of his ancestors in 
the iast year of the 8th century. The royal families had at this 
period become extinct in all the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms except 
that of Wessex, and Egbert was the sole descendant of thoso first 
con juerors who subdued Britain, and who enhanced their authority 
* y claiming a pedigree from Wod< 1, tho supreme divinity o( 
their ancestors. But, though his lineage might have afforded a 
pretence to make attempts on tho neiglilxraring Saxons, he gave 
them for some time no disturbance, and rather chore to turn his arms 
against the Britons in Cornwall and Wales, whom ho defeated in 
several battles. ’ ie was recalled from these conquests by an inva­
sion of his dominions by Beornwulf, king of Mercia. But in order to 
i :: plain that event, aud to close the history of the other Anglo-Saxon 
states, -.ve must 1 re take a retrospective glance a' that of Mercia.

ii 20. After the death of i ’enda tho hist, ry erf Mercia presents 
little of importance till wc arrive at the long reign of Ethelhald 
(71G-755). That sovereign appears to have possessed as much power 
ns any of tho Itretwaldas, though he did not enjoy that title. lie  
diuti mulshed himself by many successful conihcUi with the Britons,
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I * l jp laga i& t whom lie united under his standard East Auglia, K e \ j t  I  x,
\ x ,  SsfamJ ’{or a while also Wessex. A t one period ho asserted l;ijt~slA e-I 

wrjiffidy over all England south of the Hurnher, and in a charter of the 
1— year 736 signs himself “ King of Britain.” But ho was subse­

quently defeated in two battles against tho West Saxons; in the 
latter of which he fell ( a .d. 755). Ethelbald, after a short period o£ 
usurpation by Beomrcd, was succeeded by Offa, the most celebrated 
of all the Morcian princes. After gaining several victories over the 
other Anglo-Saxon princes, this monarch turned his arms against the 
Britons of Cambria, whom he repeatedly defeated. He settled all the 
level country to tho east of tho mountains, between the W ye and the 
Severn, with Anglo-Saxons ; for whose protection he constructed the 
mound or rampart between the mouth of the Dee and that of the 
Wye, known as Offa’s Dyke, traces of which may bo still discerned. 
The king of Mercia was now become so considerable, that the 
emperor Charlemagno entered into an alliance and friendship with 
him. That emperor being a great lover of learning and learned men, 
Offa, at his desire, sent Alcuin to him, a clergyman much celebrated 

<s for his knowledge, who received great honours from Charlemagne, and
even became his preceptor in the sciences. Charlemagne, on his side, 
made Offa many costly presents, which seem to liavo chiefly consisted 
of the spoils winch that emperor had taken from tho Huns. But 
tho glory and successes of Offa were stained by tho treacherous 
murder of Ethelbert, king of the East Angles, whilst sojourning at his 
court, and by his violent seizing of that kingdom in the year 792. 
Overcome by remorse, Offa endeavoured to atone for his crime by 
liberality to the church. He gave the tenth of his goods to the 
clergy, and engaged to pay the sovereign pontiff' a yearly donation 
for the support of an English college at Borne: for which pur­
pose ho imposed the tax of a penny on each house possessed of 
thirty pence a year. Offa’s liberality, however, was prrhaps only a 
confirmation of that of Ina,.king of the West Saxons, who is uho 
said to have founded a school at Rome, and to have laid for its 
support a tax of one penny, under'the name of Rom-feoh, or 
Bome-scot, on every house in the kingdom. This imposition, being 
aftorwarJs levied on all England, was commonly' denominated 
Peter s-pence: and though conferred at first r- a gift, was after­
wards claimed as a tribute 1 v the Roman pontiff.

Offa died in 796. Tho reigns of his successors on the Mercian 
>  throne, who were all either murdered or violently deposed deserve

not to arrest our attention. Mercia, instead,of continuing to be 
tho leading state among the Anglo-Saxon-, was, through its internal 
dissensions, falling fast into decay, and was thus easily reduci .1 by 
the arms of Egbert, to whose history we must nc ,y return.

§ 21. Egbert bad already possessed ti .• theme of Wessex ueai a 
quarter of a century, when tho invasion of his dominions Wore
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I rcfetffl! to), lily Beomwulf, king of Mtrcia, took place. I
,* Ju~~n f f r  and subdued with facility the tributary king^~ j  £  j
k fc ^ T ^ S c n t  and Sussex, while the East Angles, from their Htreil 

todtreTrercian government, immediately rose in arms, and.put them­
selves under the protection of Egbert. In  order to engage the 
Mercians more easily to submission, he allowed Wiglaf, their country­
man, to retain the title of king, while he himself exercised the real 
power of sovereignty. The anarchy which prevailed in Northumbria, 
as already related, tempted him to carry still further his victorious 
anus ; and the inhabitants, unable to resist his power, and desirous 
of possessing some established form of government, were forward, 
on iiis first appearance, to send deputies, who submitted to his 
authority, and swore allegiance to him as their sovereign. Egbert, 
however, still allowed to Northumbria, as he had done to Mercia 
and East Anglia, the power of electing a king, who paid him tribute 
and was dependent on him. These three subordinate kingdoms 
re lined under their own sovereigns, as vassals of Egbert, till they 
were swallowed up by the Danish invasion. Egbert and his suc­
cessors, down to Alfred the Great, commonly assumed only the title 
of Engs of Wessex, and Alfred’s son, Edward the Elder, seems to 
have been the first who regularly adopted the title of “ Rex Anglo- 
rum," or King of the English.

Tims all‘the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms were nominally united into 
one state, nearly 400 years after the first arrival of the Saxons in 
Britain. This event is placed in the year 827.

CHRONOLOGY OE REM ARKABLE  EVE NTS .
&.D- 1 A*T5’
4 50. First arrival of the Saxons in Eng- hi 7. Kingdom of Northumbria under

land under ITcngist and Horsu. Edwin.
4 77 . Ella lands in Sussex. 02G. Kingdom of Mercia founded by
495. Cerdlc lands in Hampshire. Pen la.
519. < - ru.c founds the kingdom of 627. Conversion of Edwin. Church at 

W essex. York.
: 27. The Saxons land in Essex. 664. Yellow plague.
547 . The Angles under Ida settle in 79:i. The Northmen land on Lindisfarne.

Bernina. 800. Accession of Egbert in Wessex.
597. Augustinp preaches Christianity ' 827. Egbert unites all tho Anglo-Saxon 

in Kent. Kingdoms.

NOTES A N D  ILLUSTRATIONS,
A. THE FRISIANS TOOK PART IN iv , 20) that Britain was habited in 

; 111, SAXON INVASION OF RBI- *m e (the GtT century) by three
races, tho Angles, Frisians, end Britons.
The omission of the Saxonaj and tho 

TU- appears from the following substitution of the Frisians, can be ac- 
facts :— !. Pi >eopius pays (Bell. Goth, counted for only on the supposition that
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I  ( J I , aa(1 S" ron \ vcrc convertible basgawd, Germ, korb), o rm j^LJ* );e
\ • V Tllc tr;ulition’ or’ the Frisians employs on his land (W. cur

claim HcnSifit as their an- a drag or sledge, Germ. trXJK% r4f 
ant̂  rc :̂i1‘ ^*at he was banished the pran7 of his youth or the prnneira 

their country. 3. In old German of his horse (Vf.pranl;, a trick; prer -i.f 
poetry it is expressly stated that the to frolic), or declares that he itc> 
Frisians were formerly called Saxons, when a gownsman at Oxford (W . hap 
4. IMany English words and some gram- fortune, chance; Germ. giU ik; w . g Kn) 
matical forma are more closely allied to or that his servant is pert (W. fe r t 
those of the old Friesic then to those spruce, dapper, insolent), or, descend! 
of any other German dialect. For in- ing to the language of the vt igar, ho 
stance, the English sign of the infinitive affirms that such assertions are balder. 
mood, to, is found in the old Friesic, dash, and the claim a sham (tv. baldor- 
end not in any other German dialect. (Idas, idle, prating; siom, horn , .1 a 
On this subject sec Davies'On the Kates deceit, a sham), he i* consciously 
of Lancashire,’ in the ‘ Transactions of maintaining the tn ' ..vould deny 
the Philological Society’ for 1855. Like the M. Jo- Joliere, who

_  „ had been talk! ‘ . J1 his life with-
B. THE ISLE OF TIIANKT. out knowing .., lit ..as been speaking 

The Islo of Tlmnet was in Anglo- Yer3’ £0Qti Celtic without any suspicion 
Saxon times, and long afterwards, sejia- ° '  r^c fact.”
rated from the rest of Kent by a broad l°n8 hat of C. .tic words in the
strait, called by Bede the Wantsumu. i;nB!is^ language will bo found in Mr. 
The Stour, instead of being a narrow Dovies s essay, and also in anotli . ..lu- 
stream, as at present, was then a broad a^e ilaPcr 3̂' ih° '" ’e Mr. Garnett, like- 
river, opening into a wide estuary be- wiscPul lishedinthc ‘Transactionsof thc 
tween Bandwicli and Deal, in the direc- Philological Society’ (vol. i. p. 171). It 
tion of Pcgwell Bay. Ships coming appears that a considerable proportion 
from France and Germany sailed up ot tl10 English words relating to the 
this estuary, and through tiie river, out ' fdinary arts of life, such as agriculture, 
at the other ride by Hoculver. Ebb's carpentry, and in general indoor and 
Fleet is tho mune given to a firm-house outdo°r service, come fr;: i the Celtic, 
ou a strip of high ground rising out of P*)° f°li°wing, which might be multi- 
Minator Marsh (etouk-y, .Memorials of klic'ci almost indefinitely, may serve as 
Canterbury, p. 13). ' Tlmuct is the 8amP'cs:—
German name of the island. The Lsjliiti. with,
Welsh name was JRuim, which probable
signified a foreland, and is still pie- SSk.m.ta, SSrt-.lio*»iSo'
served in the compound JRamsgate. In drUl rhiii a iW  .
East Kent tho gaps in the line of cliff ' . ‘
which lead dovn to the shore are called ; ;ni >;• ;1? bon: Jr),
gates; hence is the gate or roa)'
pass leading into Ruim (Guest, in Pro- P»ii paooi.
cecdiags of the Archtcological Institute Bata. { S i (.jam
for 1849, p. 82). rnlirc rbic, rhig °

Bo-irr eawdurlaw (to loin, wtnent)„  ______ tat WJo tad Onatfumci,; until
G. CELTIC WORDS IN TIIE ENG­

LISH LANGTAGI , Mr‘ Davic8 aIs0 ealls attention to the
-r. . ’ fact ‘.'..at in the Lancashire dialect 'm l

Mr. Davies, in the v..luab!o paper the same holds good of other „i ,k 
already referred to, remarks: -The many low. burleiiue, or obscLo word 
stoutest assortor of a pure Anglo-Saxon . bo traced to a Celtic so,wee and 
or Korinar. decent ,, convicted t,v eircumstrmee, together wHh l
V.,o language of Me daily life 0f be- j far: that no words connect, 
longing to a face that partakes largely , r government, or the Jnvuric , Vife'
of Celtic blood. If he calls for i belong to this eis S, U dluinc-t ev ter '
coat (W. cola, Germ, roe*), or tells „r tU:ll thr Celtic race was I , ... .
the basket of fish he has caught (w . 0f do; vn i me or inferiority.
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Raising of Lazarus. Sonlpture of tlie IXth or Xth century froni Selsey, now in I
Chichester Catued'a!.

C H A P T E R  I I I .

r i lE  AHGLO-BAiONS FKOM TO E UNION OF ENGLAND UNLEB EGBEBT 

T IL L al'H E  BSIGN OF CANUTE THE DANE.

5 1. State of the kingdom. § 2. Invasion of the D.tues. Death of Egbert, 
t. ' . Reign of Etlielwolf. His journey \to  Rome. $ 4. Revolt o f Etiud- 
W d . § 5. Reigns of EthelbuM, Ktholbcrt, Ethelred. Continued invasions 
of the Danes. § 6. Accession of Alfred. Successes of the Dopes. Flight 
ot Alfred. § 7. Alfred defeats the Danes. Theirsettleim  nt in East Anglia.
The ttanchgh. § 8. Wise regulations of Alfred. Kcw D.t n.-.h war. Death 
of Alfred. § 9 .  11 is character. His love of learning. § 10. His policy 
mul legislation § 1 1 . Iicigit of Edward the Elder. § V2." Reign of Athel- 
fct.u e. His conquest.', power, end fori n nexions. § 13. Reign of 
Edmund I. His assassination. § 1 4 .  I feign of E ie d , S t  Dunstm ; nis



jifqUctc-r anil power. § 15. Reign o f Edwy. His quarrel w i t lB ^ S L I ta i i .
Keign of Edgar. His good fortune. § 17. lleign o f E d W !iiy ~ m s 

.wX h -to  agination. § 18. Iteign of Ethelrod II . Invasion o f tho Danes. 
D anegdt § 19. Massacre of the Danes. § 20. Conquest of England by 
Sweyn. F ligh t of Etlielred. § 21. Death o f Sweyn nnd re tu rn  of 
Ethelred. Invasion of Canute. Death of Etlielred. § 22. Division of 
England between Canute and Edmond Ironside. M urder of the  la tter.

1. E gbert, a .d . 827-836:— Although England was not firmly 
cemented into one state under Egbert, as is usually represented, yet 
tho power of this monarch and the union of so many provinces 
opened the prospect of future tranquillity ; and it appeared more 
probable that the Anglo-Saxons would thenceforth become formidable 
to their neighbours, than bo exposed to their inroads and devastations. 
Indeed in the following year Egbert led liis victorious army into 
North Wales, laid waste the country as far as Snowdon, penetrated 
into Denbighshire, and reduced the isle of Angle-: ly to subjection. Of 
all tho territory that lrnd been comprised in Roman Britain, Strath­
clyde nnd Cumbria alone were free from vassalage to the crown of 
Egbert. But these flattering views were soon overcast by the 
appearance of tho Northmen, who during some centuries kept the 
Anglo-Saxons in perpetual disquietude, committed the most barbarous 
ravages upon them, and at last reduced them to grievous servitude.

§ 2. These pirates and freebooters inhabited the Scandinavian 
kingdopjS of Denmark, Norway, and Sweden ; and the hordes which 
p ilfe re d  England were drawn from all parts of tho Scandinavian 

^peninsula. It was, however, chiefly the Danes who directed then 
attacks against the coasts of England; tho Norwegians made theii 
descents for the most part upon Scotland, the Hebrides, and Ireland : 
while tho Swedes turned their arms against the eastern shores of tin 
Baltic. These Scandinavians were in race and language closely con­
nected with the Anglo-Saxons. The languages of all the Scandi­
navian nations differ only slightly from the dialects of the Germanic 
tribes ; and both races originally worsliipped the same gods, and were 
distinguished by the same love of enterprise and freedom. But. 
while tho Anglo-Saxons had long since abjured their ancient faith 
and bad acquiicd tho virtues and vices of civilization, their Stand: 
navian kinsmen still remained in their savago independence, stil 
worshipped Odin as their national god, and still regarded the pluudei 
or foreign lands as their chief occupation and delight. In tho niutl 
century they inspired the same terror which the Anglo-Saxons hm' 
done iu the fifth. Led by the younger sons of royal houses, the 
Vikings* swarmed in, all ti.o harboms and rivers of the surround in 
countries. Their course was marked by fire and bloodshed. Build-

* VUiing is in Danish a naval warrior, a pirate.



(*  T°S B f Cl̂ r^ j Pro âno were humt to the ground; and great n u m li lt l l
y W  murdered or dragged away into slavery. The tern^ I j  

fled at their approach, and beheld in them the 
;judgSMiH>ff God foretold in the prophets. Their national flag was 
the figure of a black raven, woven on a bloodied ground, from 
whose movements the Northmen augured victory or defeat. When  
it fluttered its wiugs, they believed that Odin gave them a sign of 
victory; but if the wings hung down, they imagined that the god 
would not prosper their arms. Their swords were longer and heavier 
than those of the Anglo-Saxons, and their battle-axes are mentioned 
as formidable weapons.

These terrible Northmen appeared at the same time upon the 
cor ,ts of Engladd, France, and Russia. They wrested from the 
French monarch one of his fairest provinces, which was called Nor- • 
mandy after them; and they founded in Russia a dynasty which 
reigned over the country above 700 years. Their first appearance 
upon the English coasts is placed in the Saxon Chronicle under the 
year o il  \ hut it was not till the latter part of Egbert’s reign that 
they commenced their regular and systematic ravages of the country.
A t first they merely made brief and rapid descents upon the coasts, 
returning to their northern homes with the plunder they had gained ; 
but they soon began to take up their abode in England for the 
winter, and renewed their devastations in the spring. Whilo Eng­
land was trembling at this new evil, Egbert, who alone was able To 
l mvide effectually against it, unfortunately died ( a .d . 836), and left 
the government to his son Ethel wolf.

§ 3- E tiie i.w o lf , 836-858. This prince had neither the abilities 
nor vigour of his father, and was better qualified for governing a 
convent than a kingdom. He began his reign with making a par­
tition of bis dominions, and delivering over to bis eldest son° Athel- 
itane, the newly conquered provinces of Essex, Kent, and’Sussex.
Bui no inconvenience seems to have arisen from this partition as 
the continual terror of the Danish invasions prevented all domestic 
fiis* M en . Those incursions now became almost annual, and, from 
their sudden and unexpected nature, kept the English in continual 
alarm. The unsettled state of England hindered not Ethelwolf from 
making a pilgrimage to Rome, whither he carried his fourth and 
favourite son, Alfred, then only six years of age. He passed there 

t welvemonth in exoroises of devotion, and in acts of liberality to 
the church. Besides giving presents to the more distinguished 
ecclesiastics, he made a perpetual grant of 300 mnneus-■»* a year to 
r- vt see; one-third to support the lamps of St. Peter’s, another 
these of St. Paul’s, a third to the Pope himself. But that Ethel welt

*  live ttirnicuf w as ■. s ilver coin o f  abou t th e  w eig h t o f  a h a lf-frow n.
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l ’  \ Jjjkst i^iblished titlies in England, as is maintained by sum^JNjJ-s.
\ ^ V S 35ome\m bo founded on a misinterpretation of some ancient cKartdX^ 

-Tfj&ts were most probably earlier instituted in this country; but 
Etbelwolf appears to have established the /X x -
first poor-law, by unposing on every ton / x j j v .
hides of land the obligation of maintaining j n %  K W ,  
one indigent person. / £ 5

§ 4. On bis return from Rome Etbelwolf 1)
married Judith, daughter of the French /X jlU  
king Charles the Bald, though she was i ,f
then only twelve years of age ; but on his fijTSS' f? ti J  M IT jX  
landing in England he met witli an oppo- j t y I J i l i j t f J I l i'. 
sition which he little looked for. His eldest
son, Athelstane, being dead, Ethdbald, bis , , , ,  *3C?'v
second son, who had assumed the govern - ....SBfl*
ment, formed, in concert with many of the Uotden King of Kit-cv.-, if in tue 

,, , . r  i t  i • r  j.i British Museum. It U dcco-nobles, the project ol excluding ins lather rateil ^ lX h  a biudsh-biacic
from a throne which his weakness and '““ k incr^-rauainto the nu tal by fu: in,
superstition seem to have rendered lnm so
ill qualified to fill. The- people were divided between the two 
princes, and a bloody civil war, joined to all the other calamities 
under which the English laboured, appeared inevitable ; when Ethel- 
wolf bad the facility to yield to tho greater part of hi- son’s pre­
tensions. He made witli him a partition of the kingdom; and 
tailing to himself the eastern part, which was always at that time 
esteemed the least considerable, as well as the most exposed to 
invasion, lie delivered over to Ethelbald the sovereignty of the 
western half.

§ 5. Eth e lb ald , E th e lb e b t , and E thelukd, a .i >. h.'8-S71.—  
Etbelwolf died about 858. He was succeeded by his sons Ethelbald 
aii.l Etbelbert, whose short reigns present nothing of importance. 
On the death of the latter, EthelreJ, another sun of Etbelwolf, 
ascended the throne in the year 800. Under these monarchs the 
Han, s continued their ravages with renewed vigour, and penetrated 
into the very art of tho country. In the course oi their devasta­
tions they defeated and took prisoner Edmond, the king of East 
Anglia (871), to whom they proposed that be should renounce the 
Christian ath and rule under their supremacy. But Edmund 
having rejected this proposal with scorn and horror, tho l)ane3 bound 
him naked to a tree, scourged and shot at him with arrows, and 
fiuidly beheaded him. Tho constancy with which Edmund met ids 
death caused him to be cauoni.-ed as a saint and martyr: the place 
wlierc his body was buried took the name of .Bury St. Edmund’s, 
and a splendid monastery was or ,u d them in his honour.

§6. A lfueu, 871-901.— Ethcko! died of a wound rcc ived in
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( i  [ af i j st tllG Dancs ( 8 '1 ), and was succeeded by bis bMstfrT
^  monarch, who was horn at Wantage in 849, anilu f o l  1 

X̂ ^ ^ W ® ars of aoe> gave very early marks of those great virtues 
NmdJSnrming talents hy wliicn he saved his country from utter ruin 

and subversion. His genius was first: roused by the recital of Saxon 
poems: he soon learned to read those compositions, and proceeded 
thence to acquire the knowledge of the Latin tongue. In his 
twentieth year he first took the field along with his brother against 
the pagan invaders of his country, and it. was owing to his intre­
pidity and courage that the Saxons gained a signal victory ever tho 
Danes ui Ashduue (perhaps Aston in Berkshire). On the death of 
Ethelred soon afterwards, he was called to the throne in preference to 
In.? brother s children, as well by the will of his father as hy the 
vvv.s oi (he whole nation and the urgency of public affairs.

he first seven years of his reign were spent in incessant struggles 
against tne Danes, over whom he gained some victories; hut fresh 
swarms of Northmen continually poured into the kingdom, and 
Allied, overpowered by superior numbers, was at length obliged (8781 
to relinquish the ensigns of his dignity, to dismiss his servants, and 
to seek shelter m the meanest disguises from the pursuit and fury of 
his enemies He concealed himself under a peasant’s habit, and 
lived some time m the house of a neat-herd, who had been intrusted 
nun the caie of some of his cows. The wife of the neat-herd was 
ignorant of the condition of her royal guest; and observing him one 
day busy by the fireside m trimming his bow and arrows, she desired 
lum to take care of some cakes which were toasting, while she was 
employed elsewhere m  other domestic affairs. But Alfred, whose 
thoughts were otherwise engaged neglected this injunction and the 
good woman on her return, finding her cakes ,11 burnt, rated tho 
king very severely and upbraided him tnat he always seemed very 
well pleased to eat her warm cakes, though he was thus netotoent in 
toasting them. 6 0

§ 7. By degrees, Alfred, as ho found the search of the enemv 
become more remiss, collected some of his retainers and retired into 
the centra of a hog formed by the stagnating waters of the Thone 
... 1 Parrot m Somersetshire. He here found two acres of firm 
ground, and, building a habitation on them, rendered himself recure 
ny Us fortifications, and still more by the unknown and inaccessible 
i- tub which led to it, and by the forests and morasses with which it 
was eve>7 way environed. This place ho called ay, or tho
Lie ot Nobles; and it now bears tho name of Atholney.* lie

t  A t :utifu! «°k  i cwel found a t this spot, and now in the Ash-
r i t  : ! . fi ’ “  ^ in s c r ip t io n  “ A iltv tj n h c h t

-  -  t * *  * ■
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l . V G t^ kyaci made frequent and unexpected sallies upon the DanesJ^til , 
felt the vigour of his arm, hut knew not from what q u a n ta - * 

■ffl3he blow came. He subsisted himself and liis followers by the 
plunder which he acquired; ho procured them consolation by 
revenge; and from .small successes he opened their minds to hope, 
that, notwithstanding his present low condition, more important vic­
tories might at length attend his valour. But before he would 
assemble them in arms, or urge them to any attempt which, if 
unfortunate, might in their present despondency prove .fatal, ho 
resolved to inspect himself the situation of the enemy, and to judge 
of the probability of success. For this purpose he entered their 
camp under the disguise of a harper, or glee-man, and passed unsus­
pected through every quarter. He so entertained them with his 
music and facetious humours, that ho met with a welcome r, ception, 
and was even introduced to the tent of Guthnnn, their prints, where 
he remained some days. He remarked the supine security of tie 
Danes, their contempt of the English, their negligence in foraging 
and plundering, and their dissolute wasting of what they gained by 
rapine and violence. Encouraged by these favourable appearances, 
ho secretly sent emissaries to the most considerable of his subjects, 
and summoned them to a rendezvous, attended by their warlike 
followers, at Brixton, on the borders of Selwood forest. The 
English, who had hoped to put an end to their calamities by so; vile 
submission, now found the insolence and rapine of the conqueror 
moro intolerable than all past fatigues and dangers; and at the 
appointed day they joyfully resorted to their prince. He instantly 
conducted them to Ethandfin (perhaps Eddington, near West bury), 
where the Danes Were encamped ; and taking advantage of his pre­
vious knowledge of the place, he directed his attack against the 
most unguarded quarter of the enemy. The Danes, surprised to see 
an army of English, whom they considered as totally subdued, and 
; till move astonished to bear that Alfred was at their head, made 
but a faint resistance, notwithstanding their superiority of number, 
and were s ..11* - flight with great slaughter. The remainder of
tne routed army, with their pnrcc, was K -ieged by Alfred b a for­
tified camp to which they fled ; In, being roduc l t  , dr-mitv t
want aud hunger, they had recourse to tho eh ■ neucy , i ‘ho victor 
and offered to submit on any conditions. The king gave them their 
lives, and even formed a scheme for converting them from Ill0rj d 
enemies into faithful subjects and confe.1 rates. He knew that the 
kingdom of East Anglia was totally desolaa d by the frequent inroads 
of the Danes, and he now proposed to rep vv >L. jtbv  settlin- there 
Guthrum and his followers, who might serve hin»as a rampart against 
any future incursions of their countrymen. But before he ratified 
these mild conditions with the Danes, he required that'-they- should
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( I  givaM iQ  pledge of their submission, and of their in c l in a t io n * ^ T
l ’  [nctf«%ratfc.Vitii the English,by declaring their conversion to C h ro 3 k  I 
XSAUffiyA^^thrum and thirty of his officers had no aversion to t h e - " * 

p ^ v g fl^ a n d  without much instruction, or argument, or conference, 
they were all admitted to baptism ( a .b . 878). The king answered 
for (iuthrum at the font, gave him the name of Athelstane, and 
received him as his adopted son. 'The success of this expedient 
seemed to correspond to Alfred’s hopes, and the greater part of the 
Danes settled peaceably in their new quarters. The Danes had for 
some years occupied the towns of Derby, Leicester, Stamford, Lin­
coln, and Nottingham, and were thence called the F if  or Five 
B'injher&. Alfred now ceded a considerable part of the kingdom of 
Mercia, retaining however the western portion, or country of the 
Hiwiccas. It would, however, be an error to suppose that the Danes 
Licamu really '.lie subjects of Alfred. On the contrary they con­
tinued to form an independent state down to the latest times of tho 
Anglo-Saxon monarchy. The general boundary between the Danes 
and Saxons was the old Roman road called W ading Street, which 
ran from London across England to Chester and the Irish Channel, 
tho province of the Danes lying to the north and east of that road, 
which was hence called Danelayh, tho Danes’ community. The 
Danes continually received fresh accessions of numbers from their 
own country, and were able to bid defiance to all the efforts of the 
Anglo-Saxon monarohs to reduce them to subjection.

§ 8. After tho treaty with Guthrum, Alfred enjoyed tranquillity 
fin' some years. He employed this interval in restoring order to 
the state, which had been shat.en by so many violent convulsions; 
ip establishing civil and military institutions; in oomposing the 
minds of men to industry aud justice; and in providing against 
the return of like calamities. After rebuilding tho ruined cities, 
particularly London, which had been destroyed by the Danes 
in the reign of Ethdwolf, he established a regular militia fur tho 
dcfeuc. ■ f the kingdom. He increased his fleet both in number 
au-1 strength, and trained Iris subjects in the practice as well of 
sailing as f  naval action. He improved the construction of lus 
vessels, which were higher, swifter, and steadier than those of the 
Danes, and nearly double tho length, some of them having more 
tl. hi di! rowers. A  fle- * of 120 ships of war was stationed upon the 
coast ; and being pi jvided with .varlike engines, as well with 
expf. : amen, both Frisians and English— for Alfred supplied the 
del'-cts of his i v.n s objects by engaging a ll"  foreign "■ in hi.: service 
— maintained a superiority over those smaller bands with which 
England had so of . u lwcii infested. But in the year 893 tho 
northern provinces of Franc into which Hasting, the famous 

b chief, had penetrated* being afflicted with a grievous in mine,
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1* l ^ S th e  femes set sail from Boulogne with a powerful fleet uVajk '11 (:
\ % ^ ^ 3 e w m ' and of Hasting, landed upon the coast of Kent, anti biggjJhLj 

V S  -w ^ lttiait the most destructive ravages. It would bo tedious to narrate 
the events of this new Danish war, which occupied the attention of 
Alfred for the next few years. It is sufficient to relate that, after 
repeated defeats in different parts of the island, the small remains ol 
the Danes cither dispersed themselves among their countrymen m 
Northumberland and East Anglia, or had recourse again to the sea, 
where they exercised piracy under the command of Siegfrid,^a Nort. - 
umbrian; and that Alfred finally succeeded in restoring mil tran­
quillity in England. He died ( a .d . 901) in the vigour of his age and 
the full strength of his faculties, after a glorious reign oi 19 years 
and a half, in which he deservedly attained the appellation of Alfred 
the Great, and the title of Founder of the English Monarchy.

§ 9. The merit of this prince, both in private and public Hie, may 
with advantage be set in opposition to that of any monarch or 
citizen which tho annals of any ago or any nation can pri sent us. 
His civil and his military virtues are almost equally the objects of 
our admiration; excepting only that the former, being more rare 
among princes, as well as rnoro useful, seem chiefly to challenge 
onr applause. Nature also, as if desirous that so bright a pro­
duction of her skill should lie set in the fairest light, had bestowed 
on him every bodily accomplishment, vigour of limbs, dignity of 
shape and air, with a pleasing, engaging, and open countenance. 
When Alfred came to tho throne he found the nation sunk into 
the grossest ignorance and barbarism, proceeding from the continued 
disorders in tho government, and from the ravages of the Danes. 
The monasteries were destroyed, the monks butchered or dispersed, 
their libraries burnt; and thus the only scats of erudition in those 
ages were totally subverted. Alfred himself complains that on 
his accession ho knew not one person south of the Thames who 
could eo much as interpret the Latin service; and very few in tho 
northern parts wh had reached even that pitch of i-rudidon. But 
this prince invited over tho most celebrated Scholars from all parts of 
Europe; he established schools everywhere for the instruct' n of his 
people ; and he enjoined by law all frtoholdei ■ possessing two hydes 
or land, or more, to send their children to school for their instruc­
tion. The foundation, or, at least, tho restoration, of the Tiuversity 
of Oxford, has.sometimes been nseiihod to bin’, but h r this pr,. 
tension there seems to be no satisfactory evidence. But the most 
effectual expedient employed by Alfred for the encouragement o 
learning was his own ..ample, and the assiduity with which, not­
withstanding the multiplied y and urgency of his affairs, he cm) •'••yet 
himself in the pursuits of knowledge. He usually divided lus tin* 
into three equal portions ’ one was employed in sleep and tin

/ f  . DEATH AND CHARACTER UF ALFRED. /  ^  45



l*. V <®  o jfy s  body Ly d ie t e d  exercise; another in the despatch J
' i  third in study and devotion; and that he might more k J l J  

^ ^ j% w §i>̂ in:o the hours, he made use of burning tapers of equal 
lengthTwhich he fixed in lanterns, ap expedient suited to that 
rode ago, when the geometry of dialling and the mechanism of 
clocks and watches were totally unknown. And by such a regular 
distribution of his time, though he often laboured under great bodily 
infirmities, this martial hero, who fought in person 56 battles by sea 
and land, was able, during a life of no extraordinary length, to 
acquire more knowledge, and even to compose more hooks, than most 
studious men, though blessed with the greatest leisure and applica­
tion, have, in more fortunate ages, made the object of their uninter­
rupted industry. He translated into Saxon the histories of Orosius 
and of Bede; to the former pf which he prefixed a description of 
Ge; many and the north of Europe, from the narratives of the tra­
vellers Wulfstan and Ohthere. Ho also executed a version of 
Boethius £ Consolation of Philosophy,’ besides several other transla­
tions which be either made or caused to be made from the Con­
fessions of St. Augustine, St. Gregory’s Pastoral Instructions,
Dialogues,^ &c. Nor was ho neglige t in encouraging the more 
vulgar arm mechanical arts. Ho invited from all quarters indus- 
(dous foreigners fo ropeople his country, which had been desolated 
' he ravages of the Danes. He introduced and encouraged manu- 
lictures : and no inventor or improver of any ingenious rut did he 
suffer to go unrewarded. He prompted men of activity to betake 
themselves to navigation, to push commerce into the most remote 
countries, and to acquire riches by propagating industry amon» their 
fellow-citizens. He set apart a seventh portion of bis own revenue 
"«r maintain; ' a number of workmen, whom he constantly employed 
ic rebuilding the ruined cities, castles, palaces, and monasteries.
Hence, both living and dead, Alfred was regarded by foreigners no 
h‘.“!> than by Ids own subjects, as the greatest prince after” Charle­
magne that had appeared in Europe during several ages, and as 
one of the wisest and. best that had ever adorned tho annals of any 
nation.

§ ID. The great reputation of Alfred, however, has caused many 
of the institutions prevalent among the Anglo-Saxons, the origin 
° f winch is lost in remote antiquity, to be ascribed to his wisdom :
?'lich ™ tho division of England into counties, hundreds, and titk- 
1 / , the law of frankpledge ; trial by jury, &c. ; some of which 
\ probably anterior, and others subsequent, to tho time of 
A l .o I. Even tliu code of laws which he undoubtedly promulgated 
v;' '  more than a new collection of the laws of Etfcsfbort,
Oli.i, and In a ; into which, with tho assistance of his wilan or 
council, he inserted only a Jew enactments of his own. Tho great
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EDW ABD T-H E  EI-DEK — A TH E LST A X E .

i  ( W m c J ilo f  Alfred as a ruler lies not so much in his Iegisla\a^i*  
Y A j s r a jH s V " 4” ®* and vigorous administration of the laws which akuahy J

§ 11. Alfred had by his wife, Ealhswith, daughter of a Mercian 
earl, three sons and three daughters. The eldest son, Edmund, 
died without issue in his father’s lifetime. The third, Ethelward, 
inherited his father’s passion for letters, and lived a private life. 
The second, Edward, succeeded to his power, being the first of that 
name who sat on the English throne.

E dw ard , 901-925.— Immediately on his accession, Edward, usually 
called Edward the Elder, had to contend wuh Ethelwold, son of king 
Ethelred, the elder brother of Alfred, who, insisting on Iris preferable 
title to the throne, armed his partisans and took possession of IVin- 
burne. On the approach of Edward, however, Ethelwold fled first 
into Normandy and thence into Northumberland, where the people 
declared for him ; and having thus connected Iris interests with the 
Danish tribes, ho went beyond sea, and, collecting a body of these 
freebooters, excited the hopes of all those who had been accustomed 
to subsist hy rapine and violence. He was also joined hy the East 
Anglian Danes and the Five Burghers ; but Edward overthrew them 
in several actions, recovered the booty which they had made, and 
compelled them to retire into their own country. A ll the rest of 
Edward’s reign was a scene of continued and successful action against 
them, in which he was assisted by tiro activity and prudence of his 
sister Ethelfleda, widow of Etlrelbert, earl of Mercia. . Edward died 
in tire year 925, and was succeeded by Atholstane, his natural son—  
his legitimate children being of too tender years to rule a nation so 
much exposed both to foreign invasion and fo domestic convulsions.

§ 12. A thelstanb , 925-940.— This monarch likewise gained 
numerous victories over the Danes, and is justly regarded as ore of 
the ablest and most, active of the Anglo-Saxon princes. He passed 
many good laws, which for tho most part were really new enact­
ments, : .1 not, like many of those of preceding king®, mere re­
petitions fmtn older customs or codes. Among thin w.s the 
lemarkable one, that a lmrchau. who had m ad e tlnvr long vovegi 
on ins own account should bo admitted to the rank of a thane 
or gentleman. In is shows that commerce v i now i lore honoured 
and encouraged than it had formerly i n, and implies at tho same 
to.lo that some of the Engl fh cities had reached a considerable 
1 ch of prosperity and importance. A t the same time a more ex­
tensive intercourse existed with the continent, Ns displayed by the 
manifold relations of Athdstaue with foreign courts. s, . 
foreign princes were intrusted to his guardianship and educated at 
his court, among whom was his own nephew' Louis, sou of bis 
sister Edgiva and Charles the Simple, king ot France, The latter,
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l 1  ̂ J0Tig residence in England, obtained the name of L % S i I
W ® ^ r '. Besides bis sister married to the king of FratiAyJ-1—  ̂

^ad also bestowed the band of three others on foreign 
princes. Eadhild, or Ethilda, was married to Hugo the Great, count 
of Paris, the founder of the Capetian dynasty; another, Edgitha, 
became the consort of Otho, emperor of Germany; and a third 
Elgiva, espoused Louis, duke of Aquitaine.

§ 13. E dmund I., called the Elder, 940-946.— Athelstane died in 
the year 940, and was succeeded by his second brother, Edmund 
According to some accounts, Athelstane. bad caused the death of 
Edwin, the eldest of his legitimate brothers, whom he suspected of 
aspiring to the crown, by sending him out to sea in an old crazy 
boat without oars, and accompanied only by his armour-bearer 
V hafever may he the truth of this story, it is at all events certain 
tbnt Edwin perished at son.'

i he short reign of Edmund T. is distinguished by two important 
events. In order to insure tranquillity, he used the precaution of 
removing tin. Five Burghers from the towns of Mercia, because it was
ae.'.avs found that they took advantage of every commotion, and »
” oduced the rebellions or foreign Danes into the heart of the K n «- 
dom He also conquered Cumberland from the Britons, and con­
ferred that territory on Malcolm, king of Scotland, on condition that 
ae should do him homage for it, and protect the north from ail 
future incursions of the Danes. Edmund was assassinated in the 
year 946, by Lcofu a notorious robber, whom he had sentenced to 
h imshment, hut who had the boldness to enter the hall where he 
htmself dined, and to sit at table with his attendants. On his 
refusui;; to leave Lho room when ordered, the king leaped on him 
and seized him by the hair; but the ruffian, pushed to extremity 
drew his dagger, and gave Edmund a wound of which he imme­
diately expired.

S 14. E dred, 946-955. Edmund left male issue, but so v„un,  
last they were incapable of governing the kingdom ; and his brother 
Edred was elected to the throne by the witan. The reimi 0f  this 
prince, as those of his predecessors, was disturbed by the rebellions 
aryl incursions of thu Danes. After subduing them Edred in-

r -voif He f i S T T T '  Pr“ ons against their L u r e
, ’ ‘ fl lJ ®nS,l3n garrisons m their mod considerable own--

P a<y.'1 ovrr rtl: E,,=b l ‘ governor, who might watch ali 
d .«r  inotwM, and suppress any insurrection on its first appearance

IdD rilv <1 liv ew f n0t v I,War!U“ ' " 0r fOT aCtive Bfo, had‘ ly 1 " ' t  ed < -or his conscience to the guidance of Dunston
commonly called St. Dmistan, abbot o f Glastonbury, whom he a.i- 

•’n:! *  th«  tnghest offices, and who covered, under the appearance 
o sanctity, the most violent ambition. Dunstan w u  bora of noble
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i f  ’u the West of England ; and, being educated under ll.-j/u8(X;
’ Jjj^lalfclm , then archbishop of Canterbury, had betaken him scM ^jtlo  
\ y v^ ^ G4 ^ abt'ca  ̂life, and had acquired some character in the cdutlJk^i 

xjXj .wEiknund. lie was, however, represented to that prince as a man of 
licentious manners; and, finding his fortune blasted by these suspi­
cions, his ardent ambition prompted him to repair his indiscretions 
by running into an opposite extreme. Ho secluded himself entirely 
t! • an the world ; he framed a cell so small that he could neither stand 
erect in it nor stretch out his limbs during his repose; and he here 
employed himself perpetually either in devotion or in manual labour. 
By these solitary occupations his head was filled with chimeras which 
might almost pass for insanity. But we may perceive, from many 
examples, the intimate connexion that exists between fanaticism and 
cunning; and Dunstan’s future life shows that there was at least 
considerable method in his madness. Supported by tl e character 
obtained in his retreat, Dunstan appeared again in the world, and 
gained such an ascendant over Edred, as mado him not only the 
director of that prince’s conscience, but his counsellor in the most 
momentous affairs of government. Finding that his advancement 
had been owing to the opinion of his austerity, he professed himself 
a partisan of the rigid monastic rules. A  mistaken piety had pro­
duced in Italy a new species of monks, called Benedictines, who 
excluded themselves entirely from the world, renounced all claim 
to liberty, and made a merit of the most inviolable chastity. Their 
practices and principles, which superstition at first engendered, were 
greedily embraced and promoted by the policy of the court of Home, 
which' perceived that the celibacy of tlie clergy could uloue bn ik off 
entirely their connexion with the civil power, and, depriving them 
of every o’’, or object of ambition, engage them to promote, with tin - 
ceasing industry, the grandeur of their own order. Dunstan, after 
introducing that reformation in tho convents of Glastonbury and 
Abingdon, endeavoured to render it universal in the kingdom.

The progress of the monks was somewhat retarded by the death of 
Edred, their partisan, t ;o ■ ; ired in 055, after a reign of nine years, 
i'is children being infants, his nephew Edwvyson of Edmund, was 
elected to tho throne.

§ 15. E d w t , 955-958.— Edwy, at tho time of his accession, was 
not above sixteen or seven teen years of age, was possessed of the most 
amiable figure, and was oven endowed, according to authentic ac­
counts, with the most promising virtues, tie would have been the 
favourite of his people had ho not unhappily at 'the commencement 
of his reign been engaged in a controveisy with the monks, who have 
pursued his memory with the same unrelenting vengeance which they 
exercised against his person and dignity during his short and unlor- 
tonate reign. There was a beautiful princess of the royal blood, calk.l

BNQUiWD. "
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1 ’  y Ip & n , . jvfco bad made impression on tbe tender heart of E d w y ; :
V ^ l^w id^v/n tu red , contrary to the advice of bis gravest coimsellorky-J-1—  ̂

gsjgjfttse her, though she was within the degrees of affinity pro­
hibited by tlie canon law. On the day of his coronation, his nobility 
were assembled in a great hall, and were indulging themselves in 
that, riot and disorder which, from the example of their German 
ancestors, had become habitual to the English, when Edwy, attracted 
by Iris fondness for his wife, retired into the queen’s apartment, 
lhmstan conjectured the reason of the king’s retreat; and carrying 
along with him Odo, archbishop of Canterbury, over whom he had 
gained an absolute ascendant, he hurst into the apartment, up­
braided Edwy with his absence, probably bestowed on the queen the 
most opprobrious epithet that can be applied to her sex, and, tearing 
him from her arms, pushed him hack in a disgraceful manner into 
tliu banquet of the nobles.' Edwy, though young, and opposed by 
the prejudice ■ of the people, found an opportunity of taking re­
venge S i this public insult. He questioned Dunstan concerning 
the administration of the treasury, at the head of which he had 
been placed by hi3 predecessor; a reckoning which Dunstan 
deemed it advisable to evade by flying to Ghent.

In these transactions it is impossible not to see more than the 
history of a mere personal quarrel between the young king and 
the abbot of Glastonbury. A  revolution was evidently in pro­
gress a struggle between the high church or Homan party, who 
wished to seize the supreme power in the state, and introduce a 
new system of ecclesiastical discipline, and those who were for 
abiding by the old order of tilings. Dunstan and his part-- who 
were the innovators, sought support in the Danish parts ‘of the 
kingdom, which were the most ignorant and uncivilised, and 
always .iscontentcd with the government; and having excited a 
rebolljon in Mercia and East Anglia, and shortly afterwards in 
Northumberland, they proclaimed Edgar, the younger brother of 
Edwy, as king. Dunstan now returned into England, and took 
upon himself the government of Edgar and liis party. With tho 
onsent or a witena-gemot assembled at Bradford, Dunstan rc- 
ceivcd from the banns of Edgar the sees of London and Worcester, 
and had the effrontery, or rather tho profanity, to ju s t i fy  this violi- 
tion of the canons by the examples of St. John and St. Paul.
Even m the southern provinces, the ecclesiastical party now gained 
the asceu.loncy. Archbishop Odo scut into the palace a party of 
soldiers, who seized the queen, and, having burned her face with a 
rod-hot iron, in order to destroy that-fatal beauty which had seduced 
Edwy, they carried her by force into Ireland, there to remain in 
perpetual exile. Iwlwy, finding it in vain to resist, was obliged to 
consent Lo his divorce, widen was pronounced by Odo ; and a caiae-

■ e°%X
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I j|||rora<istill more dismal awaited tlie unhappy Elgiva. That anlMble I  
\* \  4g£^ij£«<s§, Vicing cured of her wounds, and having even ohlitcrated^hf £  j  
X ^ g f u ^ v i t.h which Odo had hoped to deface her "beauty, returned into 

^ '-^ fe g la n d , and was flying to the embraces of the king, whom she still 
regarded as her husband, when she fell into the hands of a party 
whom the primate had sent to intercept her. Nothing but her 
death could now give security to Odo and the monks, and the most 
cruel death was requisite to satiate their vengeance. She was ham­
strung, and expired a few days after at Gloucester, in the most 
acute torments. The unhappy Edwy himst If, who had been ex­
communicated, died shortly afterwards at the same place ( a .i>. 
95S), whether naturally or through the machinations of his enemies 
is uncertain; and thus the triumph of the clergy and Benedictines 
was complete. Ho was succeeded by his brother Edgar.

§ 16. EnOAit, OoS-OTS.— One of the first acts of Edgar after his 
, accession was to promote Dunstan to the archbishopric of Canter­

bury. In fact, Edgar, who was only abont sixteen years of age at 
the time of his accession, was completely governed by Dunstan and 
the monks, who bad placed him on the throne, and who, by their 
pretensions to superior sanctity and purity of manners, had acquired 
an ascendant over the people. • Of the first five years of his reign we 
nave no memorials, except of bis passive co-operation in the ecclesi­
astical revolution then in progress. To please the monks he depre­
ciated and degraded the secular clergy ; be favoured their scheme for 
dispossessing the secular canons of all the monasteries; and he be­
stowed preferment on none but their partisans. Above forty Bene­
dictine convents are said to have been founded by Edgar. These 
merits have procured him the highest panegyrics from the monkish 
historians, and he is transmitted to us not only under the character 
of a consummate statesman and an active prince, but also under that 
of a great saint and a inau of virtue.

I f  we consider Edgar’s f' lunate reign, he may perhaps be in some 
degree entitled to the former portion of this eulogy. His reign was 
undisturbed hv any domestic tumult or foreign invasion of the 
Danes; a result which was probably in part owing to the largo 
aimament, both military and naval, which'he eoii'- .urtly kept on 
foot, and also to the fact that th. Dan 3 had now obtained establish 
ne ats in the north of France, which it reqni-d all their super­
fluous population to people and maintain.. Being thus freed from 
disturbance on this side, Edgar was en ’ led tq employ his vast 
armaments against tho neighbouring sovereigns; and the king of 
Scotland, the princes of Wales, of the Id of Man, of the Orkneys, 
and even the Northmen in Ireland, were reduced Jo pay mil mission 
to so formidable a monarch. But Edgar was am :ant and vain­
glorious, and abused his pros « rity by degrading and insultim his
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\* ( S ; I'1J®4 *'oes’ ®n l*10 annual occasion o{ his voyage i\ ® t  I
!lc oncc appointed eight vassal kings to attend h im k a f -L j  

and t0 row his barge upon the Dee to the abbey of St, John 
^-DMdaptist, lie himself acting as the steersman ; whence, after offer­

ing up their prayers, they returned in the same order.
The saintly part of Edgar’s character he appears to have owed to 

the unscrupulous gratitude of the monks towards their benefactor • 
for his conduct was licentious in the highest degree, and violated 
every aw, human and divine. Among other feats of the same kind 
he broke into a convent, and carried off Kditlia, a nun, by force. ’

It is stated that the extirpation of wolves in England was effected 
m tins reign by converting the money payment imposed upon the
V clsh !;nnfes mt0 “  annual tribute of 300 wolves’ heads- but 
those animals were found pn the island at a much later period ’

§ -17. Edgar died in the year 975, in the thirty-third year his a<-0 
leaving two sons; Edward, aged thirteen, whom lie had had by his 
hist wife, Etholfleda; and Ethelrcd, his offspring by Elfrida then 
only seven. There can he no doubt that the former had the best 
claim to tne succession ; and though Elfrida attempted to raise her 
son to the throne, Edward was crowned at Kingston by the v in ­
ous policy of Dunstan. J °

Edwaud II. called the Martyr, 975-979.-Thc kingdom was 
now again divided into two parties, and the short reign of Edward
' 'T o  ’ n  mcmorab;c « :c*T't the struggles between Dunstan 
and the Benedictines on the one hand, and the secular clergy on

" C 0theb wh°  in ®°me Parts of Mercia succeeded in expdlin- 
too monks. To settle this controversy several synods were held 
in which Dunstan is said to have worked sundry miracles

1 he death of young Edward was memorable and tragical lie 
was hunting one day in Dorsetshire, and being le<l by°tlm cl,-v, 
near Gorfe-caatle, where Ids step-mother, Elfrida, r< id. d he took 
the opportunity of paying her a visit, unattended by any of Ids 
retinue, and thereby presented her with the opportunity which she 
nad so long wished for. After he had mounted his home he 
d '-n , l  some liquor to be brought him : while he was holdiiw 

CUp h!s rao,,th- a servant of Elfrida approached and <ravo 
i  . 1 1,0 l)rinf .  find‘“8 himself wounded, put spurs

£ d  Ids f™ ■ i T n,' ',:? fai,,t by '0SS ° f he fvH from the
’ •',ls 3tllck la ‘he stirrup, and he was dragged atom- bv 

his unruly horse till he expired. Being tracked by the b K  Ws
^ : ! J aS f°Qnd a" d wa.s privately iiiLorrcd at Ware-ban. by bis

• ®o^\



I j R i i J  |)l historians “ tho Unready,” now ascended the throne,
\ v \  jSSrly  flze of ten. Dunstan put the crown on the young nionniwnli l l  

Kingston; but pronounced, it is said, a curse instead o ft. 
'blessing. Tho haughty prelate lived ten years longer, still retaining 
tho dignity of primate, hut without so much influence as he had 
formerly enjoyed. A  period, however, was approaching, in which 
tho heat of ecclesiastical disputes gave place to a more important 
question respecting the very existence of tlic nation. lu o  or 
three years after Ethelred’s accession, the Danes and Northmen, 
who could no longer disburthen themselves on Normandy, began 
to renew their incursions in England; and Ethelred’s long reign 
presents little else than a series of struggles with those piratica, 
invaders. lie adopted the foolish and shameful expedient of buying 
off their attacks, and thus only excited the hopes of the Danes 
of subduing a people who defended themselves by their money, 
which invited assailants, instead of by their arms, which repelled 
them. In the year 993 the northern invaders, having by theil 
previous incursions become well acquainted with tho defenceless 
condition of England, mado' a powerful descent under the com­
mand of Sweyn, king of Denmark, and Olavc, king of Norway ; 
and sailing up the Humber, spread on all sides their destructive 
ravages. In the following year they ventured to attack the centre 
of t.”- kingdom, and, enteriug the Thames in 94 vessels, laid siege 
to London, and threatened it with total destruction. But tho 
citizens, alarmed at the danger, and firmly united among them­
selves, made a bolder defence than the nobility and gentry ; and 
tho besiegers, after suffering the greatest hardships, were finally 
frustrated in their attempt. They then carried their devastations 
into other quarto: , till they were bought off with 19,000 pounds of 
silver. But in a few years they again returned, and in 997, and the 
following year, committed dreadful devastations in various parts, till 
bought off again with the payment of 24,000 pounds. Tins tribute 
gave rise to an odious and oppressive impost, which, under the name 
of Danegdt, or Dane-mono;.', continued to be levied on the laity 
long after the occasion for its imposition had ceased. Observin'; (ho 
close connexions maintained amor , all the Danes, however divided 
in government. r situation, K their. .1, lieing now a wid ever, mado his 
addresses to Emma, sister to Richard II., duke of Normandy, in the. 
hope that such an alliance might serve to check the incursions of 
the Northmen. He succeeded in his suit: the princess camo over 
to England and was married to Ethelred in 1001.

§19. Shortly after this marriage, Ethelr. d, from a policy ir.oi- 
dent to weak princes, formed the cruel resolution of murdering 
the Danes throughout his dominions. But 'hough almost all ii _• 
ancient historians speak of this massacre as if it had been universal,

A V C d C ^ w a -io o i. e t h e l r e d  i i .



1 ( th^RprasIntation of the matter is absolutely impossible, as the |
V  W S & L p U  the sole inhabitants in the kingdoms of Northum be^^ I , 

kind and East Anglia, and were very numerous in Metcia. T lltr 
animosity between the inhabitants of English and Danish race had, 
from repeated injuries, risen to a great height; and especially 
through the conduct of those Danish troops which the English 
monarchs, from the superiority of their military qualities, had long 
been accustomed to keep in pay. These mercenaries, who were 
quartered about the country, and committed many violences, had 
attained to such a height of luxury, according to the old English 
writers, that they combed their hair once a day, bathed themselves 
once a week, and changed their clothes frequently. Secret orders 
were given to commence the massacre on the festival of St. Brice 
(November 13th, 1002). The rage of the populace, excited by .so 
many injuries, sanctioned ,by authority, and stimulated by example, 
spared neither sex nor age, and was not satiated without the tortures 
as well as death of the unhappy victims. Even Gunilda, sister to 
the king of Denmark, who had married earl Baling, and had embraced 
Christianity, was seized and condemned to death by Ethelred, after 
seeing her husband and children butchered before her face. This 
unhappy princess foretold in the agonies of despair that her murder 
would suo’ be avenged by the total rain of the English nation.

§ 20. Never was prophecy better fulfilled, and never did barbarous 
policy prove more fatal to its authors. Sweyn and his Danes ap­
pear'd the next year off the western coast, and took full revenge for 
the slaughter of their countrymen ; and Ethelred was twice reduced 
to the infamy of purchasing a precarious peace. A t length, towards 
the close of 1013, Sweyn being virtually sovereign of England, and 
the English nobility everywhere swearing allegiance to him, Ethelred, 
equally afraid of the violence of the enemy and of the treachery of ’ is 
own subjects, fled into Normandy, whither he Lad sent before him 
queen Emma and her two sons Alfred and Edward.

§ 21. The king had not been above six weeks in Normandy when 
he hoard of the death of Sweyn, who expired at Gainsborough before 
he had time to establish himself in his newly acquired dominions.
Tin English prelates and nobility, taking advantage of this event., 
sent over a deputation to Normandy inviting Ethelred to return, 
with which ' - complied, and was joyfully roceivt. by the people, in 
the spring of 1014. On his deathbed at Gainsborough, Sweyn, with , 
the approbation of the assembled Danes, named his son Canute,* 
who had accompanied him in the ox; ...ition, a3 ids successor. But 
on the approach of Ethelred, who displayed on this occasion an 
unwonted celerity, Canute embarked with his forces for Denmark.

w Knut :s the psr , .-rtUo-iophy of ihe name. t’andtc is a corruption, 
end should be pronounced with the acc»nt < a the last syllable.

MASSACRE OF THE DANES — SWEYN. Chap. IHr>-



f t ^ 002- 1015- MURDER 0 F  EDMOND IRONSIDE. |

T  y #|k  Aj ray of hope seemed now to dawn on England, hut it
\^VS™>t^jnsient. Etlielred soon relapsed into his usual incapacitj^m#—  ̂

■ŵ iguolence; and the government became a sceno of internal feud, 
treachery, anu assassination. In 1015 Canute returned with a largo 
fleet and landed in the west of England. Edmond, the king’s eldest 
son, made some fruitless attempts to oppose his progress; hut not 
being supported by his father and the nation, was obliged to disband 
the greater part of his army, and to retire with the remainder to 
London, where Ethelred had shut himself up. Hither also Canute 
directed his course, in the hope of seizing Ethelred’s person; but 
the king expired before his arrival, after an unhappy and inglorious 
reign of 35 years.

§ 22. E dmond I ronside, 1016.— By the small party who had re­
mained faithful to the royal cause, Edmond was now elected king, 
whose hardy valour p 'ocured"him the name of Ironside. Meanwhilo 
Canute had arrived at London, where, as the bridge impeded his 
operations, he caused a canal to be dug on the south bank of the 
river, through which he conveyed his ships ; and also surrounded the 
city on the land-side with a deep trench, thus hoping to cut off all 
the supplies. But these measures, as well as a general assault, having 
failed, Canute proceeded into the western districts, where Edmond 
was engaging the Danes with considerable success. A t length the 
Danish, and English nobility, equally harassed with these convulsions, 
obliged their kings to come to a compromise, and to divide the king­
dom between them by treaty. Canute obtained Mercia, East Anglia, 
and Northumberland, which ho had entirely subdued; the southern 
parts were left to Edmond. This princo was murdered about a 
month afterwards on the 30th of November, through the machina­
tions of Edric, the duke of Mercia, who thoreby made way foi the 
succession of Canute the Dano to the crown of all England.

CHRONOLOGY OE REM AR K ABLE  EVENTS.
A.r*. a .p .
867. Descent of the Danes. 093. Descent of tho Dance under
871. Accession of Alfred. Sweyn and Oltvrc.
87 8. Alfred’s treaty with t^e banc . 1002. Mas .ere of the Danes.
901. Death of Allred. 101G. Canute shares tho kingdom with
958. Dunstan, archbp. of Canterbury. Edmond Ironside.
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Seal of Edward the Confessor. (British Museum.) 
siuiLLYM j.adwaudi anglobvm oasilei; King scaled with sceptre and sword.

CHAPTER IY.

DANES AND ANGLO-SAXONS FROM THE REIGN OF CANUTE TO TIIK 
NORM AN CONQUEST.

|  1. Accession of Canute. F irst acts of liis reign. Marries Emma of Nor­
mandy. § 2. Rise of earl Godwin. § 3. Cnnute’s devotion. His reproof 
of his courtiers. § 4 .  He reduces the king of Scotland. His death. § 5 .  
Division of the kingdom. Reign of Harold Hnrefoot. § 0 Reign of H ar- 
dicanute. § 7. Accession of Edward the Confessor. § 8. Influence of the 
Normans. Revolt and banishment of carl Godwin. § 9. William duke 
of Normandy visits England. Return of earl Godwin: his death. Rise 
of Harold. § 1 0 . Siv.ard restores Malcolm, king of Scotland. § 1 1 .  
Edward invites hi ; nephew from Hungary. $; l2. Harold’s visit to Nor­
mandy. § I k  Harold reduces W ales; condemns his brother Tosti. 
Aspires to the succession. Death of Edward. § 14. IIis character. 
§ 1 5 .  Accession of Harold. William assembles a fleet and arm y. Invasion 
of Tosti and of Harold Hardrada. Battle of Stanford Bridge. § 10. 
Norman invasion. Battle of Hastings. Death of Harold. §

§ 1. C a n u t e , 1016-1035.— Edmond Ironside left a brother, Kdwy, 
who died in 1017, and two lialf-brothors, Alfred and Edward, 
the sons of Etlielred by his second wife, Emma of Normandy; as
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• i g 3  .tiU imant sons of his own, Edmond and Edward. J j
h'^K-hatoly after his death, Canute convened a general assemmyof 

^IheSitatcs at London, and, having suborned some nobles to declare 
that Edmond had never designed his kingdom to pass ic his brothers, 
and had appointed himself to bo tutor to his children, tho states 
put him in possession of the government. Canute sent Edmond’s 
children to his half-brother Olave, king of Sweden, it is said with 
a secret request to put them to death; but Olave, too generous to 
comply, transmitted them to Stephen, king of Hungary, to be edu­
cated at his court.

In order to secure his elevation, Canute had been obliged to gratify 
the chief of the nobility by bestowing on them the most extensive 
governments and jurisdictions. He also found himself compelled" 
to load the people with h tp y  taxes in order to reward his Danish 
followers: he exacted from them at one time the sum of 72,000
pounds, besides 11,000 which he levied on London alone. But, like •
a wise prince, being determined that the English should be recoif-' 
tiled to tho Danish yoke by the justice and impartiality of his 
administration, ho sent back to Denmark as many of his followers 

• he could safely spare : he restored the Saxon customs in a general 
assembly of the states : he made no distinction between Danes and '  
English in the distribution of justice : and he took care, by a strict 
execution of btw, to protect the lives and properties of all his people 

Aired and Edward, who were protected and supported by their 
uncle Richard, mike of Normandy, still gave Canute some anxiety 
n order to acquire the friendship of the duke, he paid his addresses 

to queen Emma, sister of that prince, and promised that he would 
leave the children whom he should have by that marriage in pos­
session of the crown of England. Richard complied with his demand 
and sent over Emma to England, where she was soon after ma.-rfed 
to Canute, notwithstandii g that he had been the mortal enemy of 
her former husband. J

g 2. When Canute had settled his power in England hevontLall 
danger of a resolution, he appears in 1019 to have made a voyage to 
Denmark; and the necessi ty of his affairs caused him frequently to 
repeat it, in order to make hen ’ against the Wends,* as well as 
ve.imst thokines'of Sweden and Norway. On one of these occa- 
(■I.ms, earl Godwin, observing a favourable opportunity, attacked the 

tko fight, drove them from their trenches and obtained 
a decisive victory over them. Next morning, Canute, seeing the 
, '  , enl,rely Abandoned, imagined that those disaffected
tl0° !’3 luui <-«ierted, and was agreeably surprised to find that they 
were engaged in pursuit of the discomfited enemy. Ho was so

U ?iTm by lhe <; ,ri ,iis and Scandinavians to Uinir

I J , | \  ACCESSION OF CANUTE. C n / t f t y y
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^ / ^ W r i O 35' HIS KEPROOF of HIS COURTIERS. | ^ 5 S

1 ’  1 Iflisecl! this success. an(l 'with the manner of obtaining
V i\ @ & * (o T e d  his daughter in marriage upon Godwin, and treated H i t  1 

X ^ v e w p e i ' with entire confidence and regard.
This semi-burbarotts monarch, who had committed number­

less murders and waded through slaughter to a throne, but who had 
nevertheless many of the qualities of a great sovereign, sought to 
regain the favour of Heaven by employing himself in those exercises 
of piety which the monks represented as most meritorious. Ho 
built churches, endowed monasteries, and even undertook a pilgrim­
age to Rome. It appears, from a letter which he addressed to the 
English clergy, that ho must have been in that city in the year 
1027, when Conrad, emperor of Germany, was also there for the 
purpose of his coronation. Ho appears from the same letter to have 
obtained some privileges for English pilgrims to Rome, and an 
abatement of the largo sums exacted from the archbishops for their 
palls; hut on the other hand ho enforced a strict payment of St. 
Peter’s pence and other ecclesiastical dues.

Canute’s celebrated reproof of his courtiers exhibits more moral 
elevation. Some of his flatterers, breaking out one day in admiration 
of his grandeur, exclaimed that everything was possible for h im ; 
upon which the monarch, it is said, ordered his chair to Ire set on 
tlie sea-shore while tire tide was rising, and as the waters approached 
he commanded them to retire, and 
to obey tbe voice of him who was s  
lord of the ocean. He feigned to 
tit some time in expectation of |£rl 
their submission; hut when the -J3A
sea still advanced towards him, xqfe.OT yr \Sajgni j r 'd ’/ 
and began to wash him with its
bil lows, he turned to his courtiers, Silver Penny of Canute.
and remarked to them that evtiy oinav. ■■ cnrvT ir.rx; hu t, left, with a 

. , ,  ___.________ .  .  , triangular Urs. seen on other coins - f Danish
C ic ’ .urc in  tlii*. universe w r s  iocI I g kings. jRevtuv: BamTr.F.D on * \ : ; t  cr; ... 
and tmp '• nt, and that power re-
siii.-d with on ': Bciii g atone, in whose hands were all the elements 
of nature, who could say to the ocean, Z'/tps fa r eh alt thou go and 
no farther : and who could level with his no1 the most towering 
piles of human pride and ambition.

§4. Th : only memorable action which Canute performed after 
his return irom Rome was an expedition against Malcolm, king of 
Scotland, and his nephew, Duncan, king of Cumberland, whom Ik 
reduced to subjection (1080). Canute died at SjWto.kbury in 1005, 
leaving by his first marriage two sons, Swcyn and Harold and by 
Emma another son, named, from his bodily strength, Hardi-Canute. 
To Hie last ho had given Denmark; on Sweyn he had bestowed 
Norway j and Harold was in England at the time of bis death.



11 1 A m  HiaoLD I .  H a b e f o o t , 1035-1040.— According to CSkab’l
tract with Emma, Hardieanute should have succiccUL-J 

English throne ; hut the absence of that prince in Den­
mark, as well as his unpopularity among the Danish part of the 
population, caused him to lose one-half of the kingdom. Lcofric, 
earl of Mercia, asserted the pretensions of Harold, whoso presence 
in England was of great service to his cause, whilst the powerful 
carl Godwin embraced that of Havdicanute. A  civil war was, how- 
eve : averted by a compromise: it was agreed that Harold should 
enjoy, together with Loudon, all the provinces north of the Thames, 
while the possession of the south should remain to Hardieanute; 
oral till that prince should appearand take possession of his domi­
nions, Emma fixed her residence at Winchester, and established her 
authority over her son’s share of the partition.

Alfred and Edward, Emma’s sons by Ethelred, still cherished the 
ho;: e of ascending the throne. Edward sailed with 40 ships from 
Barfieur, and made a descent at Southampton, but meeting with no 
sympathy from the people was obliged to return. Alfred subse­
quently landed in Kent at the head of about 600 followers; but 
being deceived by earl Godwin, who pretended to espouse his cause, 
was by him decoyed to Guildford, where nearly all his followers 
were murdered in the most cruel manner, he himself was taken 
prisoner, his eyes were put out, and ho was conducted to the monas- 
t _ry of Ely, where he die 1 soon after This is the only memorable 
action performed in the reign of Harold, who, from his agility, apjiu- 
lv.itly his only accomplishment, obtained the name of Barefoot. He 
died on the 17th. March, 1040.

§ G. H ardicanute, 1040-1042.— On the intelligence of his 
brother’s d nth, Hardieanute immediately proceeded to London, 
where he was acknowledged king of all England without opposition. 
He was a poor intemperate sot, without any generous and l- y d, or 
even manly, qualities. His first act was to disinter the b o d y  of 
his brother Harold, with whom lie was enraged for depriving him 
of his Share of tho kingdom: the corpse, after decapitation, was 
thrown into the Thames; but being found by a fisherman, was 
buri 1 by the Danes of London in their cemetery at, St. Clements. 
Li; e memorable occurred in the short reign ui Hardieanute. lie  
renewed tho imposition of Danegelt, and obliged the nation to pay a 
great sum of money to the fleet which brought him from Denmark. 
The disc stents in consequence ran high in many places, and esps- 
ci .ily at Worcester, which was set on firo and plundered by the 
soldiers. Hardieanute died suddenly about two years after his acccs- 

whilst in (lie act of i using the cup to I s lips at a marriage 
festival at Lamlietu ( a .o, 1042).

§ E/i’. ai d tbk  Confe ; m, 1042-10G6.— Tho death of Hardi-
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(*  ( !|fmui)oSse(.med to present to the English a favourable op ]VaAi|y  
V i V ^ W ^ W ^ n g  their liberty, and for shaking off the D a ir is t t^ Q L j  

Edward was in England on his half-brother’s demise; and 
toough the children of Edmond Ironside were the true heirs of the 
Saxon family, yet their absence in so remote a country as Hungary 
appeared a sufficient reason for their exclusion, to a people like the 
English, so little accustomed to observe a regular order in the suc­
cession of their monarebs. The claims of Edward were supported 
by carl Godwin, who only stipulated that Edward should marry 
his daughter Editha, wliich he afterwards performed. Edward was 
Clowned king with every demonstration of duty and affection ; and, 
by the mildness of his character, he soon reconciled the Danes to his 
administration.

One of the first acts of Edward was to strip bis mother Emma 
the .queen dowager, of the immense treasures wliich she bad amassed. 
He confined her, during the remainder of her life, in a monastery at 
Winchester, but carried bis rigour against her no further. Ho had. 
hitherto lived on indifferent terms with that princess, whom lie 
accused of neglecting himself and his brother during their adverse 
fortune ; and as she was unpopular in England, the king’s severity, 
though exposed to some censure, met not with very geneial dis­
approbation.

§ 8. But, though freed from the incursions of the Danes, the 
nation was not yet delivered from the dominion of foreigners. The 
king had been educated in Normandy, and had contracted many 
intimacies with the natives of that country, as well as m  affection 
for their manners. The court of England was soon filled with 
Normans, who, being distinguished both by the favour of Edward, 

%  a degree of cultivation superior to that which was attained 
by the English in those ages, soon rendered their language, customs, 
and laws fashionable in the kingdom. Above all, the church fell 
tlio influence of those strangers ; several were appointed to prelacies 
and other high dignities, and Robert, a Norman also, was promoted 
to the see of Canterbury. Thus the subsequent Norman conquest 
was in a great degreo facilitated. These proceedings excited the 
jealousy of the English, aud particularly of earl Godwin. ibis 
powerful nobleman, b sides the southern parts of Wessex, had the 
counties of Kent and Sussex annexed to his government. His eldest 
Sl,1b Sweyn, possessed the same authority in lee northern /art. of 
Wessex, or tlio counties of Oxford, Berks, Gloucester, Somerset, 
and Hereford; aud Harold, his second sou, was duke of East 
Anglia, and at the same time governor o. Essex. The great ; *t ’. 
Nty of tliis family was supported by immense possessions ; d 
powerful affiances ; and the a b b ' s well as ambition, of Godwin 
himself, contributed to render it still more dangerous.

/ * EDWARD THE CONFESSOR. /  I  (;•,



V• V ^ j y a3/UQt long before Ids animosity against the Norman favonfijm | 
\%b£^®iij|a/actio'a. Eustace, count of Boulogne, having paid a v k i/ A _J  

Ihthyi-kin m passed by Dover in his return: one of his train, being 
refused entrance to a lodging which had been assigned him, at­
tempted to make his way by force, and in the contest wounded tho 
master of the house. Tho inhabitants flew to assist tho wounded 
man ; a tumult ensued, in which nearly 20 persons were killed on 
each side ; and Eustace, being overpowered by numbers, was obliged 
to save his life by flight from the fury of the populace. On the 
complaint of Eustace, the king gave orders to Godwin, in whoso 
government Dover lay, to punish the inhabitants; hut Godwin, who 

' desired rather to encourage than to repress the popular discontents 
against foreigners, refused obedience, and endeavoured to throw the 
whole blame of the riot on tho count of Boulogne and his retinue. 
Edward, touched in so sensible a point, saw tho necessity of exerting 
tho rovai authority, and threatened Godwin, if he persisted in hi:; 
disobedience, to make him feel the utmost effects of his resentment.

Whatever may have been the faults or crimes of Godwin, he had 
the good fortune, or rather perhaps the good policy, to appear in the 
present conjuncture as the patriotic defender of the English cause 
against the foreign predilections of the sovereign. He had now gone 
too far to retreat, and therefore he and hi ■ sons, Sweyn and Harold, 
assembled tbeir forces for tho purpose of overawing the king, and 
enforcing redress of the grievances of the nation. But, besides the 
Godwin family, England was divided by two other mighty earls, 
or dukes: * Leofric, whose government embraced the ancient king­
dom of Mercia; and Siward, whose sway extended over the kingdom 
of Northumberland. These powerful noblemen, from jealousy of 
Godwin, embraced the king’s cause, and assembled a numerous 
army ; and when tho southern earl and his sons approached Loudon 
with their forces to attend the wit' na-gemot appointed to he held 
there, they found themselves outnumbered. Sweyn was declared an 

iti:tw by the witan; Godwin and Harold were summoned to take 
their trial, but, refusing to appear unless hostages were given for their 
safety, they were ordered to .leave the country within five days. 
Baldwin, earl of Flanders, gave protection to Godwin and his three 
sons, Kweyn, Guith, and Tosti, the last of whom had married the 
daughter of that prince: Harold and Lcofwin, his two other sens,

;; shelter in Ireland. Tho estates of the father and sons were con­
fiscated; their governments were given to others; Queen Editha 
was confined in a monastery at Warewel - and the greatness of this 
family, once m formidable, seemed now to ho totally supplanted and 
overthrown (1.051).

§ 9. The Norman influence w'as now again in the ascendant; and 

* At uaa period tho L  n title dux alternates with the Danish jarl (earl)
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l 5 V I r r  °nd of tIl<J yoar> WiUiam. duke of Normandy, ; \ W I -
V  with a large retinue. But Godwin had fixed his aS 3 jlty ^

a tasis> a“d he was too strongly supported by alliances 
^ ^ i lo t h  foreign and domestic, not to occasion further disturbances, and 

make new efforts for his re-establishment. Having fitted out a’ fleet 
m the Flemish harbours, and being joined at the Isle of Wight by 
his son Harold with a squadron collected in Ireland, he entered 
the lhanies, and, appearing before London, where the people seemed 
favourably disposed towards him, threw everything into confusion 
(1052). The king alone seemed resolute to defend himself to the 
last extremity ; but the inteqrosition of the English nobility, many 
of whom favoured Godwin’s pretensions, made, Edward hearken to 
terms of accommodation, and it was agreed that hostages should bo 
given on both sides. At this news the Frenclimen fled in various 
directions: the archbishop of Canterbury, and bishops of London 
and Dorchester, succeeded in escaping into Normandy. A t a great 
witena-gemot held outside the walls of London, Godwin and his sons 
were declared innocent of the charges laid against them, and were 
restored to their honours and possessions; and thus the authority of 
the crown was almost entirely annihilated. Godwin's death, which 
happened soon after while he was sitting at table with the king, 
prevented him from further establishing the authority which he had 
acquired, and from reducing Edward to still greater subjection. His 
son bweyn had died on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem ; and Godwin 
was therefore succeeded in liis governments and offices by his son 
Harold, who was actuated by an ambition equal to that of his 
father, and was superior to him in address, in insinuation, and in 
Virtue. By a modest and gentle demeanour he acquired the g aid will 
of Edward, and, gaining every day new partizans by his bounty and 
affability, he proceeded in a more silent, and therefore a roK dan­
gerous, maimer to the increase of his authority.

§ 10. The death of Siward, duke of Northumberland, in 1055, 
made the way still more open to Ids ambition. Siward, besides his 
other merits, had acquired honour to England by ids successful 
conduct in the only foreign enterprise undertaken during the reign of 
Edward. Duncan, i.ing of Scotland, the successor of Malcob i, wa 
a prince of a gentle disposition, but possessed not the genius requisite 
for governing a country so turbulent, and so much infested by the 
intrigues and animosities of the great. Macbeth, the chief thane 
and nearly allied to the crown, not content with curbing the kine’s 
authority, carried still further his pestilent ambition: he put his 
sovereign to death ; chased Malcolm Keumore, his son and heir, into 
England; and usurped the crown. Siward, whose daughter was 
married to Duncan, embraced, by Edward's orders, the protection of 
‘his distressed family: he marched an army into Scotland ; and
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I 5 and killed Macbeth in battle, together with ciuV.Sk I
refuge with him, he restored Malcolm A . J 

of his ancestors. Soon after this achievement Siward 
dieth, and as his son, Waltheof, appeared too young to be intrusted 
with the government of Northumberland, Harold’s influence obtained 
that dukedom for bis own brother Tosti.

§ 11. Meanwhile Edward, feeling himself far advanced in the 
decline of life, liegan to think of appointing a successor, and sent a 
deputation to Hungary to invite over his nephew Edward, called 
the “ Outlaw,” son of his elder brother, Edmond Ironside, the only 
remaining heir of the Saxon line, flbat prince, whose succession to 
the crown would have been easy and undisputed, came to England 
with his children, the atheling Edgar, Margaret, and Christina; but 
hi3 & t*1, which happened a few days after his arrival (1057), 
threw : king into new-difficulties. lie saw that the great power
and ambition of Harold had tempted him to aspire to the throne, 
and that Edgar, on account of his youth and inexperience, was very 
uuiit u> oppose the pretensions of so popular and enterprising a rival.
To t.iis uncertainty he secretly cast his eye towards his kinsman, 
William, duke, of Normandy, as the only person whose power, and 
reputation, arid capacity, could support any destination which ho 
might make in his favour, to the exclusion of Harold and his family.

§ 12. According to some accounts, Edward chose Harold himself 
as his ambassador to communicate to William the designs which he 
entertained in his favour, and to deliver a sword and a rin<» as 
pledges of his intention ; hut though we may gather in general ttial 
liar.,Id paid a visit to the court of the duko of Nonnandy the 
circumstances attending it, and even the date, are involved in the 
greatest obscurity.

William employed this opportunity to extort from Harold a 
pioi.'se teat he would support his pretensions to .ho English 
throne, and made him swear that he would deliver up the castle of 
I lover, and all the other strongholds in his earldom then garrisoned bv 
Norman soldiers ; and in order to render the oath more obligatory he. 
employed an artifice well suited to the superstition of the age. He 
secretly conveyed under the altar, on which Harold agreed to wu .iv, 
till re I, i pics of some of the most revered martyrs ; and when Harold 
had taken the oath, he showed him the rtliques, and admonished

tagement whitli iratififed by
W  mendous a sanction. The English nobleman was astonished • 

hut, dissembling his concern, he renewed ,he same professions and 
was d.sw- 1 with all the ma-ks of co..adduce by tlm duke of 
Normandy, who promised to maintain him in all liis possessions 
nnd ai.o tv give him his daughter AH liza in marriage.

$ 13. In wliat manner Harold oteerved this oath) which had been
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i  ( mjgortedironi liirn by fear, and which, if fulfilled, might he a ^ g d e i
V X ® ;  Subjection of liis native countiy to a foreign power, wetajM  J 

see. Meanwhile, lie continued to practise every art of 
jropQTarity; and fortune threw two incidents in his way by which 
he was enabled to acquire general favour and to increase the character, 
which he had already attained, of virtue and abilities. The first of 
these was the reduction of Wales. The second related to his brother 
Tosti, who had been created duke of Northumberland, but had 
acted with such cruelty and injustice that the inhabitants, led by 
Morcar and Edwin, grandsons of the great duke Lcofric, rose and 
expelled him (10C5). To Harold, who had been commissioned by 
the king to reduce and chastise the Northumbrians, Morcar made 
so vigorous a remonstrance against Tosti’s tyranny, accompanied 
with such a detail of well-supported facts, that Harold found it 
prudent, to abandon his brother’s cause ; and, returning to Edward, 
he persuaded him to pardon the Northumbrians and to confirm 
Morcar in the government to which they had elected him. lie  
even married the sister of that nobleman ; and by his interest 
procured Edwin, the younger brother, to be elected into the 
government of Mercia. Tosti in rage departed the kingdom, 
and took shelter in Flanders with earl Baldwin, his father-in- 
law.

By this marriage almost all England was engaged in the interests 
of Harold; and as he himself possessed the government of Wessex, 
Morcar that of Northumberland, and Edwin that of Mercia, he now 
openly aspired to the succession. Edward, broken with age and 
infirmities, saw the difficulties too great for liim to encounter; and 
though his inveterate prepossessions kept him from seconding the 
pretensions of Harold, he took but feeble and irresolute steps for 
securing the succv dun to the duke of Normandy. While lie con­
tinued in this uncertainty lie was surprised by sickness, which 
brought him to his grave on the 6th of January, 1066, in ti.c 65th 
year of bio age and 25th of his reign. By some authorities he is 
ssid, on his deathbed, to have appointed Harold Ids successor.

§ 14. This prince, who about a century after his death was 
canonized with the sumamo of “ the Confessor,” by a 1 mil of pope 
Alexander III., was the last of the Saxon line that ruled in Eng­
land. Though his reign was peaceable and fortunate, lie < wed 
bis prosperity less to his own abilities than to the conjunctures <-f 
tJle times. Tire Danes, employed in other enterprises, attemptid 
1101 those incursions which had been so troublesome to all his 
predecessors, aud so fatal to some of them. The facility of 1 is 

^position made him acquit under the government of Itodwin 
Rml liis son Harold ; and the abilities, as well as the power, of these 
noblemen enabled them, whik they were intrusted with authority,

____
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