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Tais Work is designed to supply a long acknowledge!
want in our School and College Literature,—a STUDENT'S
History or ENGLAND in a volume of moderate size, free
from sectarian and party prejudice, containing the results
of the researches of the best modern historians, tracing
more particularly the development of the Constitution, and
bringing out prominently the characters and actions of
the great men of our country. Tt is unnecessary to dwell
upon the manifold difficulties of such an underiaking ;
difficulties which the Bditor of the present Work would
have deemed insuperable, if he had not been able to avail
himself of the clear narrative and matchless style of Hume.
It has lately been the fashion in some quarters to under-
rate the merits and exaggerate the faults of Hinne ; but the
most competent judges have generally been among the first
to reuder homage to his greatness as an historian. Thus
Mr. Hallam remarks that the domestic lransactions in
the reign of Edward I, have heen * extremely well told i
by Hume, the first writer who had the merit of oxposing '
the character of Bdward 1.:” and & rocent oritic hax
observed, *that Hume’s account of our Tuglish annals
is wtill, with all its defects, the best history of the
period over which it extends.'* Indeed, the History
of Hume will probably long remain unrivallad.” Tu i
not moere learning and the poring over rocordu that oons

* Tha Times, April 4, 1808,
EFGLAND. L



PREFAUE.

bt/ most ervoneous in his deductions from théu)
thethe best materials ho may completely misrepresent
history from want of the ability to trace the connexion of
events, and to reason from them correctly: above all, he
may lack that power of historical narraiion withont which
the facts of history will ever remain mere annals—dry
bonus,. devoid of form and flesh, and vital motion. Tn all
the great qualities of an historian, Hume was pre-emi-
nently excellent. His perception was the most acute ; his
jundgment, except when occasionally warped by prejudice,
the most sound; his historical views the largest and most
enlightened. But the principal charm of his work lies in
his inimitable style, the ease and grace of which inspired
even 80 greab a writer as Gibbon with ' a mixed sensation
of delight and despair.”

It is not intended, however, to ignore or extenuate Hume's
defects. The Editor of the present Work has carefully com-
pared the historian’s statements with the best and most
recent authorifies, retaining his langnage as far as was
practicable, but at the same time introducing into the text
numerous corrections and additions, Hume's political
principles, as is well known, led him to uphold the royal
prerogative against the popular element in our constitu
tion: and this bias may be obeerved, not only in the
colouring of his- narrative, and the tone of his reasonings,
but occasionally also, it must be added, in an unfair nse of
his authorities. The effect of these principles is most con-
spicuous in that portion of his work which he first pub-
lished ; namely, the history of James 1. and Charles I, In
tho lives of the two following Stuarts there is not much to
which any lover of constitutional froedom would be rea-
sonably inclined {u object; but with the view apparently
of exculpating Charles I., the great hero of his work, in
his mainienance of those principles which cost him his
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8 jand his life, the historian has been led to re t
yal prerogative under the Plantagenets and
greater and more absolute thap the faots will justify,
These wiews it has been the duty of the present Editor
to modify and correct from later and more unprejudiced
writers, _ o)

Another defect in Hume's History is the carelessness
with which he has treated the earlier portion, and espe-
oially the Anglo-Saxon period. This arose from two'canses
his philosophical indifference for g people whom he' coi-
sidered little better than bal‘b.'lria,ns; and the want of au-
thentic materials for his narrative. This want has been
supplied in the present century by the impulse given tq
antiquarian research, and by the revival of the study of the
Anglo-Saxon langunage and literature. The works of Turner,
Palgrave, Lappenberg, and Kemble have thrown an entirely
new light upon this period of our annals; and accordingly
the carly History down to the time of the Norman Conguest

+ has been in a great measure rewritten by the Editor,

“As much prominence as possible is given in the pre-
sent Work to the rise and progress of the Constitution ;
but in order to economise space, and at the same time not '+
interrupt the narrative, much important information apon
this subject is inserted in a smaller type in the * Notes and
Mustrations,” where the student will find an account of the
* government, laws, and institutions of the Anglo-Saxons,”
of the « Anglo-Norman constitution,” of the < origin and
progress of Parliament,” and of other matters of a similar
kind. . Several counstitutional documents, such as tha
Fetition of Right and the Bill of Hights, are printed at
length, These Notes and Tlustrations, which conlain dig.
cussions on varions other historical and ' antiquarian sthe
jects, have licen drawn up mainly with the view of argisti
the student in fu\rt_:her inquiries ; and with the same ubjoet
a copious list of authorities is appended., p

.
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Atinuation from the reigii of James IT,, whj L

69y necessary to compress into narrow limits, has been
ed from the best authorities, among which T,0rd
Mahon’s History deserves to be particularly men%ioned, on
account of the valuable assistance which has been derived
from it in this portion of the work., All that could be
attempted in so limited a Space was a succinet narrative of
the principal events; and it is hoped that no facts of any
great importance have been omitted.

~ Another work which has been of great service to the
Editor is the ‘ Historic Peerage of England,” by the late
Sir Harris Nicolas. As a peer is usually mentioned in
mistory by his title, and the came title has often been
borne by different families, the student frequently expe-
riences no small difficulty in ascertaining the family to
which a title belongs, and supposes a relationship between
persons who are in no way connected. Sir Harris Nicolas
has removed all difficulties of this kind; and accordingly
the Editor of the present Work has taken pains to distin-
gnish inthe Notes between families bearing the same
title, and to specify the times when tifles of historical
importance were ereated and became extinct, It is believed
that such information, which is given for the first time in
a History of this description, will guard the student againit
many mistakes,

All the coins and medals figured in the work have been
deswn from originals in the Medal Room of the British
Musewn ; and the Editor desiros to express hig obligations
to Mr. Hawkins and Mr. R, Stuart Poole for their advice
and judgment in the selection of them.

Ompl

Lowrvox, November, 1858,
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Stonehénge.

BOOK L =_
THE BRITONS, ROMANS, axp ANGLO-SAXONS. |

B.0. 55-A.D. 1066, :

CHAPTER L !

TUE PRITONHE AND ROMANSE,

§ 1. Enliest netices of Britain, § 9. The carliest inhdlilauts of Britsin were
Colta of the Oymrie

stock.  § 3, Religion of tha Britops.  §4: Kuigits |
and bards, | § 8. Mamers gl Customs of the Britons. § 6. Tiritish tribes. :
§ 7. Cwsar’s two In asioniy of Liitaim. § 8. History 6l the Invasion of -
Claudius. § 9 Cuactncvs. € 10, Conguent of Moia; Poadioen, -8
Agricola,  § 120 The Romibn walls betwoon the Solway aud the Tyne, and !
the Clyde aud the Forth, § 13, Sazon pirates ;. Caruvsing,  § 14, Piets
and Scots. ~ § 15. Final depustiire of the Remans. . § 16, Oondition oy
Byitain under ths Romans. “§ 17, Chsistionity in Britain, '

§ 1. Thr south-western codsts of Britain wefe knowri 1o the Phomi-
cian merchants several centuries before the Chyistian cra, e
ENGLAND,




EARLIEST NOTICES OF BRITAIN, cyfieN.
olonists of Tartessus and Gades in Spain were att
¢s of Britain by its abundant supply of tin, a me
243 orfance in antiquity from the extensive use of bronze for
tie-mmnnfacture of weapons ot war and implements of neace, It
would geem that the Pheenicians originally obtained this metal from
India, since the Grecian name for tin is of Indian origin, and must
have been brought into Greece by the Pheenicians, together with the
article itself.®* Accordingly, when these traders found tin in the
Scilly Isles, they gave them the name of the Cassiterides or the Tin-
islands, an appellation by which they were known to Herodotus { in
the fifth century before the Christian era. Aristotle, however, is the
first writer who mentions the British islands by name. He says, “In
the ocean heyond the Pillars of Hercules are two very large islands,
called Bretannic, namely, Albion and Terne:”1 the former being
{England and Scotland, the latter Ircland, The arigin of the name
«of Britain is very nncertain,§ bui that of Albion is perhaps derived
drom a Celtic word signifying white, o name probably given to the
fsland by the Gauls, who could not fail to be struck with the chalky
oliffs of the opposite coast. Himileo, a Carthaginian navigator, whose
diary was extant in the fifth century of our ern, and who is repeatedly
quoted as an authority by Festus Avienus in his geographical poem
called Ora Maritima, touched near Albicn at the Tin Islands, which
he calls Ocstrymnides. But the oldest writer who gives any account
of the inhabitanta is T'ytheas, a Massilian, fragments of whose
journial have been preserved by Strabo and other writers, By these
means some knowledge of tho British islands became gradually dif-
fused among the natives of the Mediterranean, They had excited
the enriosity and inquiries both of Polybins and Secipio as early ps
the pecond century hefore the Christian era. ||
. In addition to the Pheenician merchants, the Greek colonists of
Masailia (Marseilles) and Narbo (Narbonne) carried on a trade ata
very early period with the southern parts of Britain, by malking over-
land journeys to the northern coust of Gaul, The principal British
““ports scem at that time to-have been tin, leud, skins, slaves, aud
* hunting-dogs, of which the last wore Tsed by the Celts in war; but
66 later period, when the Britons became more civilized, com and
cattle, gold, silver, and iron, and an inferior kind of pearl, may be

* The Greek vame for tin s kassiteros (xaceirsper), which evidently comes
from the Sanserit kastira,

t il 115, 1 Do Mundo, ¢. 3.
¥ Hmf writers dorlve it from a Celtic word, Brith or brit, “ paintad,” bocause
the dnhabilants stuined their bodjes with a Blue colour exira from woald, In
e carly Walsh

poems, wa finil the island eadled Fiydain, which is ciear]ly the
same a8 Britadn ;' but whoether

this is & genuine Celtic word, or borvowed from
bhe Romane, dannot be dotssmined, i Polyb. i 57,
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EARLIEST INHABITANTS GYMRY.

O the list.  An interesting account of the British tin- 3
E¥ep by Diodorus Sienlus,* This writer relates that the inhabitan
-ueartthe promontory of Belerium (Lond’s nd), after forming the
tin into cabical blocks, conveyed it in waggons to an island named
Ictis,} since at low tides the space between that island and Britain
became dry. At Ictis the tin was purchased by the merchants, who
carried it across to Gaul,

§ 2. Nothing is known of the history of Britain till the invasion
of the island by Julius Casar in p.c. 55. The fabulous tale of the
colonization of the island by Brute the Trojan, the great-grandson of
Alneas, and of hig long list of descendants, does not require any
serious refutation. The only certain means by which nations ean
;indulge their curiosity in recearches concerning their remote origin
iis to consider the language, manners, and cnstoms of their ancestors,
and to compare them with those of the neighbouring nations. There

an be no doubt that the first inhabitants of Britain were a. tribe of
v Cel

ts, who peopled the island from the neighbouring continent, Their
language was the same; their manners, their government, their
‘superstition,—varied only by those small differences which time or
a communication with the bordering nations must necessarily intro-
duce. The Celts are divided into two great branches, the Gael and
the Cymry, of whom the former now inhabit Ireland and the High-
lands of Scotland, and the latter the principality of Wales, It has
‘been yehemently debated whether the ancient Britons belonged to
the Gaclic or Cymric stock of the Celtic race ; but we may safely
acquiesce in the conclusion of the most cautions modern inquirers,
that both the Britons and the Gauls of the continent were Cyury,
‘and that the Welsh may bo regarded ns the descendants of the
/ancient inhabitants, In proof of this it may be sufficient to mention
‘that the Ueltic words which still exist in the English language are
iclearly to be referred to the Cymric and not to the Gaelic dialect.

The Gullic origin of the ancient Britons is expressly stated by
{Omsar, who sayst that the maritime parts of the island were in-
|habited by Belgic Gauls, who had orossed over from the mainland
|for the sake of plunder. He adds, it is truethat the inhabitants
of th interior wore said by tradition to have sprung from the soil 5
from which we can only infer that the carlise immigrations of the
Celts took pluce long before the memory of man, Tacitus, who
derived his information from his father-in-law Agricold Supposed s

o x.03

t This island has been identified with the Tale of Wight on nciout of the
resemblance of its name fo Vectis; but its proximity to the tin country, and
the circumstance of the intervening space between this island and Britain being
dry at the low tides, favour its identification with St. Michuel's Mouss,

3 Bell. Gall, v. 12. - § Agricol. c. 11, .
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7, and their position opposite to Spain, furnished grounds for
believing that they were descended from Iberian settlers<rom that
country ; buf these were evidently mere conjectures, to which T'acitus
himself seems not to have attached much importanee, since he adds
that upon a careful estimate of probabilities we must believe that
the Gauls took possession of the neighbouring coast.

§ 8. The connexion of the Britons with the Celts of Gaul is shown
by their common religion. Cwmsar, indeed, was of opinion that Dy
idism lhad its origin in Britain, and was transplanted thenee into
Ganl; and it in certain that in his time Britain was the chief seai of
the religion and the principal school where it was taught. But this
cironmstance only shows that the common faith of the Celtic tribos
had been preserved in its greatest purity by the remotest and most
ancient of them, who had been driven by the tide of emigration to
the western parts of the island.

The religion of the Britons was one of the most considerable parts
of their government, and the Druids, who were their priests, pos-
gessod great authority among them. Besides ministering at the
altar and directing all religions duties, they presided over the educa-
tion of youth; they enjoyed an immunity from war and texes; they
possessed both the eivil and criminal jurisdiction ; they decided all
eontroversi‘s, among states as well as among private persons, and
whoover refused to submit to their docrees was exposed to the most
severe penalties. The sentence of excommunication was pronounced
against him; he was forbidden access to the sacrifices or publie
worship 3 lie was debarred all intercourse with his fellow-citizens

he was rofused the protection of the law ; and death itself became an *

acceprable relief from the misery and infamy to which he was ex-
posed. Thus the bandsof government, which were naturally loose
among that rude and turbulent people, were happily strengthenod
by the terrore of their superstition.

No specios of superstition was ever more terrible than that of the
Drids.  Besides the severe penslties which it was in the power
of the prissts to inflict in this world, they inculeated the eternal
transmuigration of souls, They practised their rites in dark grovis
or other secret recesses ; and in order to throw a grester mystery
over their religion, they communicated their doctrines only o the
initiated, and stretly forbade the committing of them to writing,
lest they should at any time he exposed to the examination
of the profane vulgar, In the ordinary conesrng of life, however,
they employed writing, their characlers beiug either the Greek or
a sort of hieroglypoics formed from the gures of plants. Of the
nature of their riten, except their veneration for the oak and misile-

L
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ye know but little. If o mistletoe was discovered g2
==Vfgy/an oak, a priest severed it with a golden knifo; o i
crikodsion a festival was held under the tree, and two milk-white
ulls wore offered as a sacrifice, The Druids worshipped a plurality
of gods, to which Cwmsar, after the Roman fashion, applies the
natnes of the deities of his own country. The attributes of the god
chiefly worshipped appear to have resembled those of Mercury.
"The stupendous rains of Btonehenge, situated in Salisbury Plain, are
probably the remains of a Druidical temple, but it is not mentioned
by any ancient writer.* The principles which the Druids inculeated
\were piety towards the gods, charity towards man, snd fortitude in
snfleving, They taught their disciples astronomy, or rather perlaps
‘astrology, and magie, and trained them to scuteness in legal dis-
tinctions ; and a term of twenly years was commonly devoted to the
acquisition of the knowledge which they imparted. They chose their
own high-priest, but the electicn was frequently decided by arms.

Human sacrifices formed one of the most terrible features of the
Druidieal worship. The victims were gencrally criminals, or
prisoners of war, but, m default of these, innocent and unoffending
persons were sometimes immolated; and in the larger enerifices
immense figures made of plaited osier were filled with human beings
and then set on fire. The spoils of war were often devoted by the
Druids to their divinities; and they punished with the severest
tortires whoever dared to secrete any part of the consecrated offering.
Theso treasures they kept in woods and forests, secured by no other
guard than the terrors of their relizgion ; and this stondy conguest
over human avidity may be regarded as more signal than thei
prompting men to the most extraordinery and most viclent afforts.
[No idelatrous worship ever attained such an aseendant over man-
‘kind as that of the ancient Gauls and Britons; and the Romans,
after their conquest, finding it impossible to reconcile those nations
to the laws and institutions of their masters whils it maintained its
anthority, were at last obliged to abolish it by penal statutes; a
violence which had never in any other instance been practised iy
those tolerating conquerors, -

§4. After the Druids, the chief anthority was possessed hy the
ejuestrian order. The British bards were closely eomnected with
the Druids. They sung the gencalogies of their princes;
sossed Iyric poetry as well as ejic and didactic,
their songs with an instrument ealled the chiptia.

g §5, Thesonth-castern parts of Britain liad already before the age of

and pos-
accompanying

* Ta the eompound wonl Stone-henje, the latter half, kenga, prolably signifies
the ipost, which s s\:.'penfiui an. two uprights, ang consequently the ward
might ba used in any case in which one stone was susponded on two or marg
gthers, —Guest, in Proceedings of Plalilagical Soviety, vol. vi. p, 48,
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A 128,
egimnade the first and most requisite step towards a eivil @:@L
#5572 afd/the Britons, by tillage and agriculture, had th
1 a great multitude. The other inhabitants of the island
maintained themselves by pasture : they were clothed with
sking of beasts : they dwelt in round huts constructed of wood or
Teeds, which they reared in the forests and marshes with whicl: the
country was covered: they shifted easily their habitation when
actuated either by the hopes of plunder or the fear of an enemy
the convenience of feeding their cattle was even a sufficient motive
for removing their seats; and as they were ignorant of all the
refinements of life, their wants and their possessions were equally
seanty and limited.*
The Britons tatiooed their bodies and stain
with woad ; customs which were long retai
ware checkered mantles like the Gauls or

waist was circled with a girdle, and metal chains adorned the breast,
The hair and mustachio were suffered to grow, and a ring was worn
on the middle finger, after the fashion of the Gauls, Their armiy
were o small shield, javeling, and a pointless sword, They fought
from chariots (esseda, covini) having scythes affixed to the axles,
The warrior drove the chariot, and was attended by a servant who
carried his weapons., The dexterity of the charioteers excited the
admiration of the Romans, They would urge their horses at full
speed down the steepest hills or along the edge of precipices, and
check and tum them in full carcer. Sometimes they would run
along the pole, or seat themselves on the yoke, and instantly, if
necessary, regain the chariot, Froquently after breaking the
enemy’'s ranks they would leap down and fight on foot ; meanwhile
the chariots were withdrawn from the fra , and posted in such a man-
ner as to afford a secure retreat in case of noed; thus enabling them
to eombine the rapid evolutions of cavalry with the steady firmuess
of infantry, The Britons had no fortresses, and their towns, if such
a name ean be applied to mere clusters of huts, were defended by
faicir position in the centre of almost impenectrable forests, and Dy
being surrounded with a deep ditch, and a fonce or wall of felled
trees, " :

§ 6. The Pritons were divided into many gmall gail :
and boing a military people, whose chief property was their arins
and their cattle, it was impassible, after they had acquired a relish
for liberty, for their princes or clieftains to establish any despotie
authority over them, Their governments, though monarchical, were .
free, as well ng those of all the Celtic nations ; and the common

* Cusar’s story of thairhaving their wives in common probably arese from

same misconcrplion resy g their method of dwelling together in small
#odietics, ta the enstom & not mentionsd by Diodorns Siculus, ey

ed them blue and green
ned by the Piets, They
Scottish highlanders ; the
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eoplp seem to have enjoyed more liberty among them m
he riations of Gaul from whom they were descended. Tach state

‘ivided into factions within itgelf: it was agitated with jealousy
or animosity against the neighbouring states : and while the arts of
peace were yet unknown, wars were the chief occupation, and formed
the chief object of ambition, among the people. ’

The British fribes with whom the Romans became acqu?.mted :by
Cmsar’s invasion were mainly the following, though their precisa
boundaries eannot of course be Iaid down :—

The Cantii,* under four princes, inhabited Kent.

The Trinobantes were seated to the north of the Thames, and
between that river and the Stour, in the present counfies of Middle-/|
sex and Essex, having Londom, already o pladiof considerable,
trade, for their capital, 3 :

The Cenimagni, perhaps the same as the Teeni of Tacitus, dwelt
in Norfolk, Suffoll, and Oambridgeshire, d -

The Segontizci inhabited parts of Hants and Berks.

'T'he Ancalites and Bibrocs inhabited parts of Berks and Wilts,

The position of the Casss is uncertain.

§ 7. Cmsar, taking advantage of a short interval in his Gallje
wars, invaded Britain with two legions in the year p.c. 5. The
natives, informed of his infention, were sensible' of the unequal
contest, and endeavoured to appease him by submissions, which,
however, retarded not the execution of his design, After some
resistance, he landed, as is supposed, at Deal;+ and having obtained
several advautages over the Britons, and obliged them to promise
hostages for their future obedience, lie was constrained by the
necessity of his affairs, and the approach of winter, to withdraw his
forces into Gaul, The Britons, relieved from the terror of his arms,
ueglected the performance of their stipulations ; and that haughty
conrueror resolved next summer (B.0. 54) to chastise them for this
breach of treaty. He landed, apparently at the samo gpot, and unop-
posed, with above 20,000 men, and pitched his camp a little above
Sandwich, near Richborough ; and though he found & more repmlar
tesistance from the Britons, who had united under Cassiveluunug, or
Caswallon, one of their potty princes, he discomfited them in every
action. Ho advanced into the comntry and passed the Tharnes in
the face of the enemy at a ford, probably in the neighbourhood of
Kingston, in spite of the piles which Caswallon had caused to ba
driven into the bed of the river

< h er, considerable remains of which
are eaid to have existed in the time of Beda, seven centuries Iater;

The valiant defence of Caswallon was fnl_strated by the treacherons
submission of the Trinobantes and other trihes,  Casar tock and
* The Cantit derived heir name from the Cel

tic Caint, or opan couniry
4 Soe Notes and Ilustrations (A).
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Cn

g

5, fprest fortress at Verulapjum, the modern St. Albang:
d bis own ally, Mandubratius, in the sovereignty of the
tes; end having obliged the inhabitants to make *him
new submissions, he returned Wwith his army into Gaul; and loft
the authority of the Romans more nominal than real in this island.
o~ §8. The civil wars which ensued, and which prepared the way
for the establishment of Monarchy in Rome, saved the Britons from
the yoke which was ready to be imposed upon them, Augustus,
apprehensive lest the same unlimited extent of dominion, which had
subverted the republiy might also overwhelm the empire, recom-
mended it to his sugessors never o enlarge the territories of the
- Romans ; and Tibedas, jealons of the fame which might be acquired
by his generals, hinde this advice of Augustus a pretence for lis.
{inactivity. Alnost a century clapsed before a Roman foree again
appeared in Tritain; but the natives during this period kept up
S mtercutirse with iome, though on.a completely independent
footing, Hence, as well as through their commeres with Gaul,
where the Roman power had been completely cslablishedi they
appear to have derived some tincture of Roman civilization ; and the
eoins of Cynobelin, the Gymbeline of Shakespeare, and a successor
» of Caswallon, as well as
those of Tasciovanus, pro-
bably his father, display
the influence of Roman
art, and a knowledge of
the Latin alphabet. The

mad sallies of Calignla, in
Gold Coln of Cynobelin or Cunobelinns,

which he menaced Britain
Obverse: [claxy (Camulodunim) ; ear of corn, 2 e .
Heverss: ([r\r]:u (O(m'mbeunua); han;m to right. with an invasion, served

only to expose himself and
tle empire to ridicule; but at length a Britich exile named Perie
instigated the emperor Claudius to undertake the reduotion of thie
sland, and Aulus Plautius was despatehed thither at the head of
four legions, fogether with Gallic auxilinries, A.p, 43, The first
greal victory and the honour of & triumph was achieved by Cn.
iOgiding Cieta, Vespusian, the future emperor, likewise distinguished
\hiinvelf in this campaign, and at the head of the gscond legion
ilonghst thirty attles, took twenty Places, and subdued the Isls of
Wight. Claudius Limself, finding matters sufficiently prepared for
{liis reception, made a journey into Britaip and recoived the sube
{mission of several British states, the Cantii, Atrebates, Regni, and
| Irincbantes, whon their possessions’ and more cultivated manner
of life rendered willing to purchase peace at the exponse of their
liberty. Claudius entered the cily of Camulodunum (either Maldon
1ot Colchester), where a colony of veterans was subsequently cuta-
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Llish¢d, and the south-eastern parts of Britain were 11
felded into a Roman provinee,

§0. The other Britons, under the command of Caractacus, or
Caradoe, a son of Cynobelin, still maintained an obstinate resistance,
and the Romans made
little ~ progress againsg
them till Ostorius Sca-

mand the Roman armies
(AD, 47). TUnder this S
commander, Roman camps A bt Slabdi
albli urens of Emperor €laudins,
wore established on the obmm:xt.cr..wn.cassumwu.rg.ﬂu'."lm'm"-
4\"'0!1 and Severn ; the X¥1 (Tibering Clandius Caesar Auf!mus Pautifex
Teeni * were reduced after et Teibanicia Potestate VILIL Fmpérsior
ey i head, te, verse : y
4 desperate and brilliant 4 Tniuoatrinn i

tial
arch, on which equestrian fgure and two tropihics,
struggle; the leagne of the inscribed b nurrasy (Do Britannis),

Brigantes f was surprised and dispersed by the rapid mareh of
Osterius, and the Roman eagles pervaded the greater pust of Britain,
But the Silures and Ordovices still hold out, and it was not il
after many years of warfare that Caer Caradoc, the residence of the
Dritich leader, seated on a hill in Shropshire near the confluence of
the Coln and Teme, was captured by the Romans, and with it hig
wife and family. Caradoc himself sought shelter aé the court of his
step-mother Cartismandua, queen of the Brigantes, whom he hal
formerly befriended, but by whom he was basely and treacheronsly
surrendered to the Romans (A.p. B1). Caradoe was conveyed to
Rome, where his magnanimons behaviour procured him better treat-
ment than those conquerors usually bestowed on captive prinees,
But even after the capture of their leader the Silures still held cut,
and offered so defermined & resistance that Ostorius is said to hava
died of vexation.

§ 10, The Romans seem to have done little towards the further
subjugation of the island till the appointment of Suetonius Paulinps
to the command, in the reign of Nero, A.0. 69. After two years of
peaceful administration, he resolved on reducing the island of Mona,
or Anglesey, the chiel seat of the Druids, which afforded a shelter to
the disaffected Britons. The strait was crossed by the infantry in
shallow vessels, whilst the cavalry either wadad or Swam. "The
Britons endeavoured to ohstruct thair landing on this sacred island,
both by the force of their arms and the terror

of their religion. e
women and prieste were iutermingled with the soldiers upen the

* Paople of Norfolk, Suffolk, and Cambyidgeshiye. Probably, s gl eady
stated, the Cenimagm. »
+ Pegple between the Humber and the Tyue, ) )
3 The Silures inhabitad South Wales; the Ordovices Nortl, W al;,
B
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nning about with flaming torches in their hands, an!
aéir dishevelled hair, they struck greater terror into_ the
shed Romans by their howlings, cries, and execrations-than the
ireal danger from the armed forces was able to inspire. But Sue-
. | tonius, exhorting his troops to disregard the mennces of a supersti-
tion which they despised, impelled them to the attack, drove the:
Britons off the field, burned the Druids in the same fires which thoso
priests had prepared for their caplive enemies, destroyed all the con-
seerated groves and altars; and having thus triumphed over the
religion of the Britons, he thought his future progress would be easy
in reducing the people to subjection. But he was. disappointed in
his expeetations. The Britons, taking advantage of his absence,
were all in arms; and, headed by Boadieea, queen of the Iceni,
whose danghter had been defiled and herself scourged with rods
by the Roman fribunes, had already attacked with success several
settlements of their insulting conquerors. Suetonius hastened to the
protzction of London, which was already a flourishing Roman colony ;
but ke found on his arrival that it would be requisite for the general
safety to abandon thab place to the merciless fury of the enemy,
London was reduced to ashes; guch of the inhabitants as remained
in it were cruelly massacred ; the Romans and all strangers, to the
number of 70,000, were everywhere put.to the sword without dis-
tinction ; and the Britous, by rendering the war thus bloody, seemed
determined to cut off all hopes of peace or composition with the
enemy. But this cruelty was revenged by Suetonius in a great and
decisive battle (A.p. 62), where 80,000 of the Britons are said to
have perished ; and Boadicea herself, rather than fall into the hands
of the enraged victor, put an end to her own life by poison. Nero
soon after recalled Suetonius from a government where, by snffering
and inflicting so many severities, lie was judged unfit for composing
the angry and alarmed minds of the inhabitants. '

§11, After some interval Cerealis received the eemmand from
Vespasian (A.D. 71), and by his bravery propagated the terror of the
Ruman arms. Julins Frontinus suceeeded Cerealia both in authority
and reputation ; but the general who finally established the dominion
of the Romans in this island was Julius Agricoln, who governed it
geven years (A.p. 78-85), in the reigns of Vespasian, Titus, and Do-
mitian, and distingnished himself in that scene of action,

This great commander furmed & regular plan for subduing Dritain,
and rendering the nequisition vseful to the conquerors.  Aftor sub.
duing the Ordovices, and agsin reducing Mona, which had revolted,
he carriod his victorious arms northwarde. In the third year of hig
government he marched as far as the "Pay, where he estalilished
garrisons ; and in the following year he erected a line of fortresses
betwoon the firths of Clyde and Forth, He extondod his eonguests




Abzéo-a11, SEVERUS, e 1

the western shores of Britain, and even meditated an Itior
Areland. In the sixth and seventh years of his administration
dde two incursions into Caledonia, in the Iatter of which he gained
great and decisive victory over the inhabitants under their leader Gn?-
gacus, at the foot of the Grampian hills, One of the last acts of hi
government was to cause his fleet to sail round Britain, atarting
from, and returning to, the Portus Trutulensis, or Sandwich.
During these military enterprises he neglected not the arts o
peace. He introduced laws and civilization among the Britons
taught them to desire and raise all the conveniences of life, recon:
ciled them to the Roman language and manners, instructed them it
letters and science, and employed every expedient to render those
chains which he had forged both easy and agrecable to them. The

resist that of the Romans, acquiesced in the dominion of their masters,
and were gradually incorporated as part of that mighty empire,

§ 12, This was the last durable conquest made by the Romans;
and Britain, once subdued, gave no further disquietude to the victor,
Caledonia, alone, defended by its barren mountains and by the
conternpt which the Romans entertained for it, sometimes infested
the more cultivated parts of the island by the incursions o
inhabitants, The better to secure the frontiers of the empire,
} Hadrian, who visited this island, built an earthen rampart between

the river Tyne and the Solway firth, which has been called the

Picts® Wall, and of which there are still considerable remains,

Subsequently Lollius Urbicus (A.p, 140), under Antoninus Pius,

erected another between the firths of Forth and Clyde, along the

same line where formerly Agricola had established his fortresses,
which was called the wall of Antoninus, and is now known by the
name of Graham's Dyke. But these fortifiecations did not prove
adequate to check the incursions of the Masate and Caledonians, who
at length became so formidablo, that the propractor, Virius Lupus,
was not only obliged to buy off their attacks, but even 1o polivit tha
presence of the aged emperor Severus himszelf. BSeverns accordingly
came, attended by his two sons, Caracalla and Geta; and although

carry him in g
litter, Severus proceeded through an almost Impassable country to the
extremity of the island, but with the loss of 50,000 mex, Having
made a treaty with the natives, by which they agreed to ceds & con-

giderable portion of their territory, he returmed to York, whera he
shortly afterwards expired, A.p. 211, As Severns caused the forti-
fication constructed by Hadrian to be répajred and strengthened
with a wall, it commonly bore his name * Iihmediately aftey Tiis

f it

® Seo Notes and Dlustrations (B),
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1 Caracalla, eager to grasp the empire, entered into
& northern tribes, and hastened back to Rome. _
ixoept, however, on its northern frontier, Britain under-the
Romau dominion enjoyed profound tranquillity, till in the third
century of our era it.began to be disturbed by new enemies, These
were the Saxon pirates, whose descents upon the eastern coast at
last became s0. troublesonte, that the emperors Diocletian and Maxia
mian were obized to appoint a special officer for its defonce, who at
a later period obtained the name of “ Comes littoris Saxonici,” or
Oount of the Saxon ‘shore. His jurisdiction appears to have extended
from Branodunum, or Brancaster, on the coast of Norfolk, to the
{Portus Adurni, perhaps Pevensey in Sussex.* Caransius, however,
“the first officer of this kind (.p. 286), fortifying the great power
with which he was thns invested by an alliance with the Saxons
themselves, asserted his own supremacy in Britain, and compelled
Maximian to acknuwledge him as his associate in the empire. In
293 Carausius was assassinated by his own officer Allectus, who in
turn usurped the imperial title and retained it till 296, when he was
defeated by the army which Constantins had sent against him ; after
which period Britain re-
mained in tranqguil obedi-
ence till the termination
of the Roman sway.

§ 14. The last emperor
who vesided in Britain
was Constanting Chlorus,

Aurcus of the Emperor Carausing, :;l::l)‘i:o ﬁr;:r;ee}:e}j:rrlf

Obverse : T™MP CANAVSIV PP AYO (Tmperator Ca- £ i B
fauning Pius Felix Augustus) ; hust, lnareate, right. lativo of a B“tmh‘]?n“m-
ety ok e o it Botia Flo- diod. a York in 306,

where his gon, Constantine
the Greaf, assumed the title of Casar, In the early times of the

“floman domiuion in Britain, the northern parts of the island were
inhalitel by the Caledonians and Mewate, but in the beginning of
the fourth century we find them supplanted by the Picts and SBeots,
wild and eavage tribes, whose destructive ihvoads were long a terror to
southern. Britain,  The origin of these celebrated names has given
rise Lo the most vehetnent disputes.  With respect to the Scoté, it is
now geserally admitted that they were an Trish tribe, who crossed
oyer to Britain from the sister island. The ancient writers agreu in
ropresenting Ireland as the proper home of the Scots; and for several
conturies that island bore the name of Scotia. We canniot profsunes
with equal certainty npon the crigin of the Diete; but the most.

# Se0 Notes and Iiuntrations (€.

)L



11448, PICTS AND' SCOTS. 13

probgble opinion is that they were those ancient Caledon
Who/ preserved their independence under the Rowmans, and mibi=
~tailled possession of the northern parts of the island till the invasion

of the Trish Scots.®

In the year 368, under the reign of Valentinian I., the Scots and
Picts penetrated as far as T.ondon, but yere repulsed by Theodosius,
father of the emperor of the same name; who also recovered the dis-
trict between the walls of Severtis and Antoninus, which he named
Valentia, in honour of his master. Under the emperor Theodosius,
Maxi_mua, a member of a distinguished British family, gained greal
reputation in fighting against the Picts and Scots, was saluted em:
peror by his soldiers, cstablished a Western Reman empire at Tréves
and was even acknowledged by Theodosins ; but he was subsequently
taken prisoner at Aquilein and put to death, A.p. 888. Under Max.
imus a colony of British warriars is said to have been established i1
Armorica, the subsequent Brittany., But this colonization helped
weaken Britain, which now began to be more and more infested I
the Scots, Picts, and Saxons. Stilicho afforded temporary succour i)
306 ; bub soon aiterwards, Gaul being already oocupied by the Alanj
Suevi, and Vandals, Honorius was compelled to withdraw his lasion
from Britain, which, being thus relinquished by the Romans, wa
seized upon by rebellions tyrants, who assumed the title of emperor.

§ 15. At the prayer of the Britons, the island was visited ono
more (A.D. 418) by the Roman legions, on the occasion of a nev
inroad by the Picts and Scots; but after repulsing the enemy
repairing the British fortresses, and instructing the natives how t
tmake and to use the arms necessary for their defence, they took thei
final leave, The incursions of the northern barbarians were noy
renewod. Led by the Gaulish bishop, St. Germain of Auxerre, th
Dritous appear to have gained a viotory over them in 429, whie
from the cry of onset was called the Hallelujah victory, But it we
unavailing, and in 446 the unhappy Britons had again recourse {
Rome. A@tius the patrician sustnined at that time, by his valov
and magnanimity, the tottering ruins of the empire, and revived it
& moment among the degsuerate Romans the spirit, as well as disc
pling, of their ancestors, The British amlassaders cnrvied to hi
the letter of their countryuien, which was inscribed the Groans
the Britons.  'The fonor of the epistle was suitable to its SUpersari
tion, “The barbarians,” say they, “on the ona hand chase us in!
the sea; the sea on the other throws ms back upon the harbarians
and we have only the hard choice left us of perishing hy the swoj
or by the waves.” Bat Agtius, pressed by the arms of A ttila, the mo
terrible enciny that ever assailed the empire, had no leisure to aften

¢ Sec Notes and Hlustrations (D).
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iplaints of allies whom generosity alone could indu
+At length the despairing Britons, guided, it is sai A
“aRéols of Vortigern, a powerful prince in the south of Britain,
7 the example of the Armoricans, resolved on calling in the
_Aid of the piratical Saxons, and thus repelling the Picts and Seotg by
‘means of tribes almost as barbarons,

. § 16, Under the Roman dominicn® Britain had assumed an aspoct
of great prosperity.  Agriculture was carried to such a pitch, that
the island not only fed itsclf, but also exported large quantities
of grain o the northern provinees of the empire. Its buildera
and artisans were in request upon the continent, The country
was traversed by four excellent roads, which, however, were pro-
bably not originally constructed by the Romans, but merely im-
proved by them. These were the Watling

Street, leading from the
Kentish coast, by Rhutupiz and London, to Caernarvon ; Tkenild

or Rikenild Street, proceeding from Tynemouth, through York,
Derby, and Birminghamj to St. David’s :

3 Irmin or Hermin Street,
munning from St, David’s to Southampton ; and the Foss, between

Jornwall and Lincoln, Roman civilization in Britain wag more
oomplete than is commonly supposed, though its traces have now
dmost completely vanished. Bede Fpeaks of the Roman towns,
ighthouses, roads, and bridges existing in his time; and many
émaing of Roman buildings were visible in the twelfth and thirteenth
enturies, which have now disappeared, York, Chichester, Chester,
nd Lineoln retain portions of Roman walls; and the cirouses
£ Dorchester, Cirencester, and Silchester are still visible, The
emote Caerleon (Tsca Silurum), as well as Bath, had its theatres,
smples, and palaces, Westmirster Abbey was the site of a temple
£ Apollo, whilst on that of 8¢, Paul's stood ancther of Diana, Nven
iow, in London and other places onee occupied by the Romans, if
he spade of the workman penctrates to an unusual depth below the
oil, fragments of pottery, tesselated Pavements, and other objects,
ré frequently discovered, whick testify the presence of its former
wners. Thus, when the Saxons established themselves in Britain,
dey must have dwelt within Roman walls, and feasted their eyes
ith the magnificent works of Roman ast,

Bat ab the same time it must be recollected that the Roman
teupation of Britain was purely military, and that the coun
a8 never completely Romanised like the provinces of Gaul and
pain, The natives continued to gpeak  their own language ;
6 number of Latin words which found & permanent place in
ie Welsh langnage is comparatively small; and the only traces’

“the Roman cecupation subsisting in the English Ianguage are con-

* Bee Notes and Ilustrations (E).



INTRODUCTION OF CHRISTIANITY. 15

o the termination chester, caster, &c. (from castra), a
——pesrd in Manchester, Lancaster, &e. ; to coln (colonia), which is found
Tardineoln ; and to the word sireet, from stratum or strata. The
condition of England under the Romans has been well compared by
a modern writer with that of Ireland as it existed under English
rule in the 17th century. “The towns were entirely peopled by the
conquerors: they alone were capable of holding municipal privileges
Or power: and the country was covered with the houses of gentry
and landholders who were all either descended from the old con-
querors or new settlers. 'The peasantry only were British—that
class who were in ancient times equally slaves under one race of
rulers or another, and who were only spurred into insurrection by
political agitators or by foreign invasions. Still, as in Treland, the

peasaniry, having no attuchment to thejr lords, were easily excited
to revolt; and a successful inro

ad of the Caledonians would always
be attended by a corresponding agitation among the Britons.” *

§ 17. Christianity was introduced into Britain at an early period,
in all probability, however, not through Rome, but from the Hast,
by means of the Mediterranean commerce carried on through Gaul,
1t is kmown that the latter country had numerous Christian congre-
gations in the 2nd century. The most probable tradition aseribeg
the adoption of Christianity in Britain, as an established religion, to
Prince Lucius, or Lever Maur (the Great Light), who flourished some
time in the second half of the 2nd century, Under Dioeletian, Britain
reckons the martyrdom of St. Alban at Verulam, and of Aaron and
Julius, two citizens of Caerleon, At the first conneil of Arles, in 814,
three British bishops appeared, namely, Eborius of York, Restitutug of
London, and Adelfius, probably of Lineoln; whose tencts are said to
have differed from those of the Romish church, The monastory of

gor, near Chester, was founded at an early period; its name,
literally Ban gor, or the great circle, was a generic one for a congre-
gation or monastery, and thus wo find more than ono Bangor in
Britain. The Bible was translated into the British tongue, and goms
of the British ecclesiastics were famous for their learning and acute-
ness.  Pelagius, the opponent of St Augustine, and founder of the
sect which bore his name, is said to have been a Brifon whose rag]
neme was Morgan, whilst his disciple Celestius was an Irishmap,
Bt. Geriuain, bishop of Auxerre, and Lupus, bishop of Troyes, were
sent over to Britain Ly Pape Celestine to confute the Pelaginns; ang
the expulsion of those heretics by Severus, bishap of Tréves, lu’:cl by
St. Germain, in & second visit in 446, was one of the last aets of
Roman power in this island. '

5

* Edinburgh Review, vol. xav, p. 200.



B.Cy
53. Cimsar’s first invasion of Eritain,
54, Cmear's sccond invasion.
A,
43. Clandios sends an expedition to
,' . Britain,
. Caractacus subdued and conveyed
to Rome.

62. Defmt and death of Boadicea.
78.85. Administration of Agricola.
121. Hadrian visits Britain, and con-
structs a rampart.
140. Lolline Urbicus raises a rampart
1
{

A, CESAR'S VOYAGES TO BRITAIN.

The subject of Cosar's tWo voyages
to Britaln has given rise to much con-
troversy. In hin firgt voyage Cwmsar
merely says that he éailed from the
eountry of the Morini, without specify-
ing the exeet spot; but there can be
little doubt that he started from the
fgame place as in his eecond expedition,
namely, the Portus Itius, which is sup-
possd by D'Anville, who has been fol-
lowed by most modern writers, to be
Wissant, about halfway between Bou-
logne snd Calnis. In his first expedie
tion Cmsar must have landed on the
20th or 27th of August, since ho tells
ag that it wns full moon on the fourth
day wfter bis arrival in Britain; and it
bas been caleulated by Dr. Halley the
astronomier that this full moon was on
e night of the 30th of August (Philo.
sonbienl Transactions, abridged to the

of the year 1700 by John Low-
thorpe, vol. fil. p- 412). Dr. Halley
malntained that Cmear landed at Deal,,
and ks opinion hos been adopted by
aliost all mibsequent writers; but Mr,
‘Alry, tie Astronomer-Heyul, has lately
atarted an entirely new hypothesfs, He
wipposes that Cwmear sailed from the
utmryor the Somme and landed al the
beadh of Povensey, im the coast of Sus-

#ox, naur the same spot whore Willism
the Conqueror dissmbarked nesrly 11
centuvios afterwarids. Tae reador will
find the srguments of Mr, Alry in the
* Archmologla,’ vol, xxxiv. p. 231, seg.

NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS.

Oi.OGICAL TABLE OF REMARKABLE EVENTS.

-G,

A.D. ol
between the firths of Forth and

Clyde. ‘

208. Seve{u.s visits Britain; builds a
wall.

286-293. Usurpation of Carausius,

283-206. Usnrpation of Allectus.

308, Death of Constantius at York.

368. The Scots and Piots penctrote to
London.

420. The Hallelnjah victory.

446, The Britons supplicate Atius for
assistanee,

NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS.

B, THE ROMAN WALL.

The Roman fartification, which crosses
England from the Bolway Pirth to the
River Tyne, consists of a stone wall and
an ecarthen rampart running paralle!
with vne: another, generally at the dis-
tance of €0 or 70 yards. Dr. Bruee
maintains, in his work on the * Roman
Wall,” that the stone wall and the turf
vallum both belong to one and the
same fortification, and that they were
erected by the emperor Hadrian at one
and the same time, the former to cheok
the Mmatw and Caledonians, the latter
to repress any hostile ntlempts of the
southern Britoms, It is impossible to
discuss this subject in the limits of this
note, but we gee no mfficient reason to
abandon the generally received opinion
that, s the vallam of Hadrian was not
-nﬂ!mu.ut to check the Caledonisne, it
was strengiliened, or rather superseded,
by the wall of Severus, Thesame line was
naturally adopted, the only difference
being in the method of engineering, by
adopting a lnﬁy and strong wall carried
over heights instend of low monnds
ronning through the valleys. This new
wall was made (6 start from the statlons
which already existed, and thus the
troubls and exponed of erécting new sta-
tions weve saved. This will aleo ageovint
for the circumstance of imscriptions

being fonnd in them bewring the name
of Mudrian.



: nberg, Kemble, and several
T Writers maintain that this officer 4
derifed his name, not from defending 5
the coast which was exposed to the in-
vasions of the Saxon pirates, but from
his commanding ‘he Saxons who were
scttied along (ha jonsts of Britain before
the arrival of Hengist and Horsa in 450,
But there seems no objection to the or-
dinary interpretation which has been
ndopted in the text, Dr. Guest cor-
rectly remarks that, as the Welsh marches
in Shropshire and the Scotch marches in
Northumberland wore so ealled, not be-
cauee they were inhabited by Welshmen
or Scolchmen, but beeause they were
open to the incurajons of these two Taces,
and were provided with a regular miti-
tary organization for the purpose of
repelling their incursions, so, for pre-
ciscly similar reasons, the south-eastern
coust of Britain was ealled the Baxon
Shore, or Frontier. In the Nofitia the
Saxon Shore 4s also called the Sixon
Frontier (Limes Baxonicus).

D. THE S8COTS AND PICTS.

From the second to the eleventh cen-
tary the Scots are mentioned as the
mbabitants of Ireland, and that {sland
bore the name of Seotia, This [s elearly
proved by the authorities colleeted hy
Zeups, Die Deutschen und die Nachbar-
stimme, p. 568. Thus Clandian says—

NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS. 7

changed into the Gaelic dnren s lie
occupation of the country by
Scots: thus Inverin and Invernethy

W reviously Aberin and Abernethy.
—?Br:er:.'imett, Transactions of the Phi-
lological Society, vol. i. p. 118,

E. GOVERNMENT AND DIVISIONS
OF BRITAIN UNDER THE RO-
MANS.

Britain, like the olher distant pro-
vinces of the empire, was under the
immedinte superintendence of the em-
peror, and not of the senate. It was
formed into a Roman provinee by iho
emperor Clandius after the eampnign of
A1 43, and was gpoverned at first by o
Legatus of consular rank : its financinl .
affaira were administered by a proca-
rator, It was subscquently divided by
Septimius Severus into two parts, Rri-
tannia Superior aud Inferior, cach go-
verned by a Prases,

The Iater organization of Britain is
contained in the Notifia Tmperii, a doe
cument compiled about s, 400, When
Dioeletian divided the emyire into foug
Priofectures, Britain formed the third
great diocese in the preefecture of the
Gauls, of which the Prafectus Provtorio
resided, fivst at Trdves, and aflorwards
at Arles. Britaid was governed by a
Vicarius, who resided at Eboracum
(York), and was subdivided into four
provinces, Britannin Prima, Tritannia

** Beoturum éumulos Bevit glacialis leme
D

157, Cons, Hen. 53,
* M Jovit Stilicha, totam crm Scotus |rmen
Movi ™ De

Lo, Stibich. 1. 231

‘The Cnelic spoken by the Scotch High-
binders is the sams language as the Erse
£puken by the Trish, and thore can be no
doubl that it was brought into Britain
by the Lrish Boota,

That the Flets were Colts, and 2kin
to e Welsh rather than to the Gacl,
:yn‘«n from the names of their kings,

Whom & grmuine lat, from the fith
century downwards, his been presorved.
Alinost the only Piotish word given s
anch by an snclent writer is Pen val,
the name given by the Plots to the
eastern terminntion of the vallum of Axn-
toninus. Pen is decidedly 'Welsh,  The
nnme of the Ochil hills in Perthshire,
in the eountry of the Ficts, is to be ox-
plained from the Welsh wehel, “high.”
Again, the Welsh prefix aber in locul
names in the Dictish territory was

da, Maxima Cresaricnsis, Flavia :
to which a fifth, Valentia, was added by
Theodosius in .0, 368, The situation
of these provinces is to some extent un-
certain, and rests malnly upon the nu-
thority of Richard of Cirencester, o monk
of the 14th century, whose testimony
must be received with suspleion.

I. Burraswia Pamia, governed by &
Prioses, the country eouth of the Thames
and Hristal Channel.

1l Besradsia Becvsna, governed by
4 Pradecs, tt:e ngwtry botwern the Se-
vern and the Des,—Wa Hereford.
;I;l[m. h_hlt;:umunthshvu. ‘::'.1 p“tr:n,l,r

rops y Gloocesters '
R hire, and Wey-

IL Fravia Cmsa
by & Praoses, the

Meroey and' the Humber,

IV. Mixiva Crsamimnnms, Roverned
by & Consularis, north of the Merany
and the Humber to the wall of Severua,



. Laneashire.

TYIL  Or VALENTIANA, go-
% Lonsularis, the country be-
LveendLhd wall of Severus and the
rampart of Antoninus, the south part
of Beotland, Northumberland, and part
of Cumberland, .

The country north of the rampart of
Antoninus was never long in the power
of the B Richard of Ci t
gives the nmame of VespAsiANA to the
district subdued by Agricols between
the rampart and a line drawn from the
Moray Firth to the mouth of the Clyde.

Romaxw Towwe. The following is the
list of Richard of Cirencester.—1, Mu-
NI0IPTA, two in number. Eboracum,
York. Ferulamium, St. Albans.

2. Coroxim, colonies of Roman citi-

NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS.

Cna

Muridunum, Seaton, near Colyton,

von. Rage, Leicester. Cantiopolis, or
Durovernum, Canterbury, Durinuni, or
Dunium,” Dorchester. Isca, _E=eter.

Br v , Nor
land. Findonum, near Andover, Hants,
Durobrice, Rochester,

Royay MiuTAry CoMMANDERS. The
military forces were originally under the
command of {he Legatus, but after the
separation of the civil and military nd-
ministration of the provinces by Diocle-
tian, they were placed under three chief
military officers, who bore the titles of

Comes Britanniarum, Comes Littoris
8 iei per Britanniam, and Duz Bri-
tanniarum. The title of Comes, or Com-

panion, was the highest, and the Comes

%ens, nine in b L s
Wwith the surname of Augusts, London.
Camalod , Colchester or Maldon.
Rhutupie, Richborough. T ® or
Ague Solis, Bath. Isca Silw Caer-
leon. Deva, Choster. Glevum or Clau-
dia, Gloucester.  Lindum, Lineoln.
Camborisum, either Cambridge or Ches-
terford, or Jeklingham, in Suffolk.

8. CrvivAtes LATIO JURE ‘DoNaTH,*
{en in number. Durnomagus or Duro-
brim, Castor cn Nene, or Water New-
ton. Calarract (b k  in
Yorkshire,
Yorkshi

Mad'u'num. Black in
P e

: in
Luguvalliuvm, Carlisle.
Pteroton, Burgh head in Morsyshire,
Bcotland. Fieloris, Dealgin Ross in
FPerthahire. Corinium,  Cirencester,
Sorbisdunum, Old Sarum,

4. Smrmmiaris Civivares, twelve in
number. Fastat Bolgarum, Winches-

Br um had the chief eommand
of the military forces in Britain. The
Comes littoris Sazonici hae been already
gpoken of. The Dux Britonniarum had
charge of the wall of Severus, and the
command of the troops in the northern
part of the province., At the time of
the Notitia the Roman army in Britain
consisted of 20,000 men,

F. AUTHORITIER,

Bome of the classieal muthorities re-
specting the. early history of Britain
have been alluded to in the preceding
pages, and all the passages bearing on
the subject in the Greek and Latin
writers, a5 well as in the ancient English
authors, will be found ecolleeted in the
{ Monumenta Historiea Britannica,” vol.
i. 1848. The most important modern
works on Roman Britain are:—Cam.
den’s Britannia ; Horsley's Britannia
.

ter.  Venta Ieenorum, Caister, near
Norwich. Venta Sil) Caer-went,
or Caer-gwent, in M thshi Se-

. gontium, Cacr-Sciont, near Caernsrvon.

cities pussssed nearly the same privi-
na colonics, U'nﬂullhﬂ:hidfm h!::m am,
n&tﬂn-uh‘- Dk, off A iey, art. Colonga,

+ Stukely's Stonehenge; Whits
taker's History of Monchester; Lappen-
berg's History of England, translatod by
Thorpe ; Algernon Herbert's Britannia
undor the Romans; Bruce’s Roman Wall,
Bijcking’s Notes cn the Notitia Dignita.
tum, vol. ii. p, 490 ; Guest On the Barly
English Settlements in South Britain,
publisbed in the Proceedings of the
Archwological Institute’ hald at Salis-
bury, 1849; the article “Britennia i
the Fenny Cyclopmdia; and an artinlg
in the Bdindurgh Review, vol. zciv. ™
177 #eg., on the ecofidition of Britain
under the Romans. )

1
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Map of the Isle of Thanet at the time of the landing of the Saxons,

CHAPTER IIL
THE ANGLO-SAXONS TILL THE REIGN OF EGBERT.

§ 1. The Saxons, Angles, and Jutes, § 2. Manners and religion of the
Anglo-Sazons.  § 3. Thair ships and arms,  § 4. Firat settlement of
the German invaders—in Kent, British traditicns, § 5. Suxon sccount,
§ 8. Second settiement of the G an invaders—in Sussex. . § 7, Third

s . y Fourth settlonient

of the German. invaders—in Essex and Middlesex. ~ § 0. Fin settlement

: s Té;: 10. Sixth settlement

= 3 11, The kingdom of .

3 12. The Heptarchy, British States, § 13, The Bretgl:lda:, fﬁ? of

Sussex, Ceawlin of Wessex, § 14, Ethelbert of Hent, thi !

Introduction of Christianily. § 15. Death of Ethelbert, Redwald of

East Anglia, fonrth Bretwalda, Adventures of ‘Edwin of Northumbria,

§ 16, Edwin, fifth Bretwalda, His conversion“ta Christianity, §17.

History of Northumbria. Oswald, mxth Bretwalda. § 18, Oswy of

Northumbria, seventh Bretwalds, Vecline of the kingdom of Novth




THE SAXONS—THE AN GLES, C

)
- § 19. History of Wessex. Ina and Egbert. § 20. Histe

- / Ethelbald and Offa, § 21 Conquests of Egbert, who becormes
of England. ‘ j )

§ 1. Tue people now called in by the Britons to their assistance, and
who ultimately succeeded in establishing themselves in the country
which they were required to defend, were a Germanie race, who,
under the general name of Saxons, inhabited Tho north-western
coast of Germany from tm(}hemucsus, or present Den-
mark, to the mouths of the Rhine. At the period of which e are
speaking, we find them divided into three principal tribes, the
BSaxons proper, the Angles, and the Jutes, .

i, The Saxons.*—This people are first mentioned in the second
century by Ptolemy, who places them upon the narrow neck of the
Cimbric Chersonesus, and in three islands opposite the mouth of the
Elbe. From thence their power extended westward as far as the
mouths of the Rhine. Among the tribes subject to them were the
Frisiang, who pr-:;bablyt formed the majority of the Saxon invaders of
England, though tliey are only mentioned wunder the general name
of Baxons.t  The sonthern parts of the island were occupied by the
Saxons proper or Frisians, who founded the kingdoms of the South
Saxons (South-sexe, whence Sus-sex), of the West Saxons ( Wes-sez),
aud of the Bast Baxons ( Fs-sex), the last including the territories of
the Middle Saxons (whenes Aliddle-sez). 'The Germanic tribes have
always been divided into two great branches, to which modern
writers have given the name of High German (the people in the
interior or higher parts of Germany) and Zow German (the peopla
in the lower parts of the country near the coast). The Saxong
belonged to the Low Germanie branch, and their ]angua.gc was
elosely allied to that of thé modern Dutch,

1. The dngles or Engle, who Sccompanied or followed e
Saxons, seemn $o haye been a more humerous and powerful rice, ag
they peopled o larger district of Britain, and at length gave their
« Name to the whale land.f They settled in Rust Anglic, or the

eastern counties, north of Essex ; Mercia, or the midland eounties;
aud Northumbria, or all the counties north of the Humber, They
@re first mentioned by Tacitusg smong the obscure tribes of the

* Their nsme is usually derived from the short sword
3 “arvisd,  Some enitics connect thaj i

B."Q 5:-“(! and Mustrations (A)
T Thw Saxou Kingdom of Wessex afterwards obfained the politioal BUpire-
'many‘ and henee th

© name of Anglo-Saxon was given to the whole yintion 3 byt
1 st by borne j ; £ :

: mind that thi title does nof mean the Angles and Sazons,
::'I:t :h’J Saxons of Kigland, as distingaished fiom the Saxens of the Con-
ik,

§ Gernanin, ¢, 40,



“\IT. MANNERS AND RELIGION OF ANGLO-SAXO 1

Tace, and they are placed by Ptolemy on the weste 0
be near the Lower Baale. Thence they migrated nor e

— Bl to the Cimbric Chersonesus, where they inhabited a district

called Arigeln, which lay between the Saxons and the Jutes. There
is sfill a district which hears

the Flenshorger Fiord ; but ancient]
larger teritory, The Angles, like the Saxons, were originally a
low Germanic race; bub as their first settlements were upon the
upper part of the Elbe in the neighbourhood of High German tribes,
and their second seats wers in the proximity of the Danes, their

¥ it must have comprised a much

this name between the river Slie and ;

language appears to have been aflected to some extent by their |

neighbours, and several
England bear traces of th
1T, The Jutes.—Thes

the Saxons, and possessad only Kent, the Isle of Wi

peculiorities in the northern dialects of
¢ High German and Danish languages.

e invaders were not so NUINCTous even as
ght, and part of |

Hampshire. They came from the peninsula of Jutland, which is |

now inhabited by the Danes ; but it is probable that the possessions
of the Germans, who people at present the southern part of the pe-
ninsula, extended further north in ancient times, and there are some
reasons for believing that the Jutes were Goths, who, like the Saxons
and Angles, were also a low Germanic race,

§ 2. The German races who invaded Britain were Pagan barba-
rians.  Their religion, which was common to them with the Scan-
dinavians, scems to have been a compound hetween the worship
of the colestial bodies and that of deified heroes. This fact will
best appear from the names they applied to the days of the week,
which custom has still retajned among us.  Thus Sumpandeg
and Monandwg, Sunday and Monday, were named after the two
£reat luminaries; but it must be observed that the sex of those
deities ‘was the reverse of that aseribed to them by the Greeks
and Romans, the sun being considered by the Germans as fuminine
and the moon as masouline, The name of Tuesday is by, some
derived from IVue, yrobally the same as the Tuiseo of Tacitus,
the uational and eponymous deity of the Teatons, whilst others”
identify it with (yr, ono of the twelve companjons of Odin,
Wodnesderg, or Wednoaday, was sacred to Woden or Odin, the
god of war, common to all the eutonic and Soandinavian races,
That e must have heen a duified hero an King appears from the
eircumsatance that those leaders, whose kindred formed the royal
houges among the Anglo-Saxons, for the most part derived theie
descent from Woden. Thorsdwg, or Thursdag, was named. after the
god Thor, the thunderer, equivalent to {he Gredk Zeus, and the
Roman Jove, who wiclded a hammer instepd of 5 thunderbolt,
Freya-deey, or Friday, was saored to the goddess Freya, the con-
#ort of Woden and northern Venus, Lastly, Saturday derived it



SHIPS OF ANGLO-SAXONS. Cu

eles, who, from the attributes with which he is ropTs I !
%/ fish and a bucket, appears to have been a water-god

ides diese, the Anglo-Saxons had many other deities. ‘They
believed in the immortality of the soul and the existence of 4 super-
natural world 5 but their worship, though fanciful and superstitious,
was not tainted with so much cruelty as disfigured that of the
1 Druids, Their sensual ideas of a future state were calculated, like
| those of the Mahometaus, to inspire them with a contempt of death,
| They believed that if they obtained the favour of Woden by their
| velour (for they made less account of the other virtues) they should
{ be admitted after their death into his hall; and, reposing on
- couches, should satiate themselves with ale from the skulls of their
enemies whom they had slain in battle. TIncited by this idea of
. paradise, which gratified at once the passion of revenge and that of
intemperancs, the ruling inclinations of barbarians, they despised
the dangers of war, and fncreased their native ferocity against the
vauquished by their religious prejudices.
§ 8. The phips, or keels (ceolas), of the Saxons appear at an
‘ancient period to have been rudely constructed of a few planks sur-
mounted with wattled osiers and covered with skins ; and in these
frail vessels they fearlessly trusted themselves without a compass to
the winds and waves of the stormy ocean which washed their shores,
We may infer, however, from the number of men which they con-
veyed to Pritain, that in the 5th century their ships must have been
meuch enlarged in gize and improved in solidity of construetion, 'ha
arms of the Anglo-Baxons were targets worn on the left arm, spears,
bows and arrows, swords, battle-axes, and heavy clubs furnished
with spikes of iron, Sidonius, the bishop of Clermont, has deseribed
the terror which these barbarians inspired. W, have not,” he
fays, “a more cruel and dangerous enemy than the Saxons, They
overcome all who have the courage to oppose them, The Surprise
all who are so imprudent as not to ba prepared for their attack,
. When they pursug, they inevitably overtake : when they are pursued,
their escape is certain. They despise danger: they are imured to
ahipwreck ¢ they are eager to purchase booty with the peril of fheir
lives, Tempests, which to others are 80 dreadful, o them are sub-
te of joy. The storm is their protection when they are pursued
Y the enemy, and a cover for their operations when they meditate
i attack. Before they quit their own shores, they devote to the
altars of their gods the tenth part of the principal captives; and
When they are on the point of returning, the lots are cast with an
aflectation of equity, and the impious vow is fulfilled,”* Such were
¢ barbarians who yrure now approaching the British shores,

" Sidon. vili, 8, quoied by Lingard, i, p. 78,



19, SETTLEMENTS OF GERMAN INVADERS.

econd settlement of the German tnvaders, A.D. 477, @
; L4717, and therefore during the lifetime of Hengist, Ella
.with“his three sons, Cymen, Wlencing, and Cissa, landed with a
body of Saxons from three ships at the place afterwards called
«+ Cymen’s ora, upon the eastern side of Chichester harbour in Sussex ;
but the Britons were not expelled till defeated in many battles by
their warlike invaders. After the capture of the old Roman town
of Anderida, or Andredes-ceaster (Pevensey), in 490, when the whole
British garrison was put to the sword, Ella assumed the title of king
of the South-Sexe or Sussex, and extended his dominion over the
modern connty of Sussex and a great part of Surrey. Tlla is said to

have died between 514 and 519, and was succeeded by his son Cissa; |
in whose line the kingdom of Sussex remained for a long period, |

thtr[lgh we know not even the name of any of his successors. The
capital of this kingdom was Chichester, which derives its nam
from Cissa (Cissa-ceaster, the chester or city of Cissa). To the
German invaders is due the division of Sussex into rapes, which
again are divided into Aundreds,

§7. Third settlement Gf the German q‘,;mders, AD, 495.—The
third body of German invaders were, like the last, also Saxons
'l‘lmyl landed in 495 under the command of Cerdic and Lis son
Cyurie, at a place ealled Cerdic’s ora, which was probably at the

mouth of the Itchin river along the eastern side of the Southampton |

Water, None of the invaders met with such vigorous resistance, or
excrted such valour and perseverance in nushing their conquests.

Cerdic did not make much progress till six years later, after calling |

in from Germany the aid of Port; from whom the town of Ports-

mouth is said to derive its name, as being  the place where Port |

landed and dofeated the Britons. In 514 Cerdic was reinforced by
the arrival of his nephews, Stuf and Wihtgar, who are also repre-
sented as Jutish leaders. Cerdic's power now became more formid-

able; many districts were conguered, and among them the lsle ol |

Wight, which Cerdic bestowed on his nephews. It was not; how-
ever, till Lis groat victory over the Britons at Cerdicss-ford (or Char--
ford, in Hampshire) in 519 that Cerdic assumed the rayal tidle and
erectod the kingdom of the West-Sexe or Wessew. Cerdic’s farthe
progress fowards the west was checked by a great defeat which he
recoived in the fullowing year at Mount Baden ® from Arthnr, prince
of the Damnonii, whose hergle valour now snstaine

s\rong vensons for believing it to be Badbury in Dirsctshire,

3 d the declining |
fate of his country. This is that Arthur eo muek celebrated in l-lag 1
rongs of British burds, and whose military achieverents haye been
blended with go many fables as even to give cocasion for entertaining

* Mount Badon is usually identified with Bathy but Dr. Guest adduces |

& 6ay (Ut supra, |
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: of Bis real existonce. But poets, though they disfigure tl L
3 history by their fictions, and use strange liberties with

¢ they are the sole historians, as among the Britons, have
nly some fonndation for their wildest exaggerations: ”

Cerdic died in 534, leaving his dominions to his son Cynrie, wha
raled till his death in 560, and considerably extended his kingdom,
the capital of which was Winton-ceaster, or Winchester, the ancient
Venta Belgarum. Cynric was succeeded by his son Ceawlin,

§ 8. Fourth settlement of the German invaders, A.p. 527.—These
invaders were also Saxons. They founded the kingdom of the Kasi-
Sewe or Esser, to which the Middle-Sexe or Middlesex also belonged,
Jiscevine or Ercemvine was the first king of Essex; but his son

' 8lda, who married a daughter of Bthelbert of Kent, appears as a
~=ibiect of his father-in-law; and Essex, though styled a kingdom,

- always to have been subject to the neighbonring kings.

= Fifth settlement of the German invaders—The lour pre-

% invasions had been made by the Jutes and Saxons; but the

two settlements consist of Angles. Towards the middle or

® the Gth century, for the exact date is unknown, some

488, apparently divided into two tribes, the North-Folk and

i@ Bouth-Folk, founded the kingdom of East Anglia, comprising

he modern counties of Noyfolle and Suffolk, and parts of Cambridge-

shire and Huntingdonshire. Hardly anything is known of the his-

tory of East Anglia, Uffa is said to have been the first king, and

liis descendants were styled Uffingas, just as the race of Kentish
kings were called Fscingas.

§ 10. Siwth settlement of the German invaders, abowt oD, 547..—
The country to the north of the Humber had been early separated
into two British states, namely, Deifyr (Deora rice), extending from
the Humber to the Tyne, and Berneich (Beorna rice); lying between
the Tyne and the Forth. These names, afterwards Latinised into
Deiva. and Bernicia, were tetained till a late period. The twa
eomntries were separated by a vast forest occupying the distriet
“between the Tyne and the Tees, or the modern bishopric of Durham,
Aecording to some traditions, Hengist had penetrated as far as these
conntries, and founded states there for his son Octa, and for Ebusa
the son of Horsa; but it seems miore probable that his expeditions
wete not carried beyond Lincolnshire, It cannot be doubted, hiow-
ever, thiat the Angles were settled in parts of Northumbria at an
early period; though it was not till the arrival of Ida, who landed at
Flamborough Head in 547, with a powerful body of Anglian warriors,
that the Angles obtained the supremacy in the north of the island.
Idn became king of Bernicig, and tranemitted his power to his son ;
and & separate Anglian kingdom was founded in Deira by FEila,
Tliese two kingdora remained for some years in a state of hostility

calal
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another ; but they were united in the person of rith
rid, grandson of Tda, who had married a daug] )

¢and who. expelled her infant brother Edwin. It .was not,
ver, tillsthe accession of Edwin in 617 that the united king-
doms seem to have assumed the name of Northumbria, which was
lung the most powerful of the Anglo-Saxon states.

§ 11. The country to the west of Hast Anglia and Deira was
known- by the name of the March or boundary, and was conguered
by Anglian chieftains, who were for some time subject to the kings of
Northumbria, It was crected into an independent state by Penda
about 626, under the name of the March or Mercia, which was sub-
" sequently extended to the Severn, and comprised the whole of the

centre of England. 1f was divided by the Trent into North and
South Mercia., ,

§ 120 Thus after a century and a half was gradually estallished
in Britain what has been called the Heptarchy, or seven Sason
v/}_&i:;gdqms, namely Kent, Sussex, Wessex, Essex, Bast Anglia, Mercia,

and -Northumbria. But this term is incorrect: there were never
exactly seven independent, kingdoms coexistent; and if the smaller
and dependent ones are reckoned, the number must be considerably
increased. The Britons, or ancient Celtic inhabitants, had heen
driven into the western parts of the island, and formed several
small states. In the extreme south-west lay Dammonic, called
also WWest Wales, the kingdom of Arthur, occupying at first the
present counties of Cornwall and Devonshire, but limited at a later
period, after the separation of Cernau, or Cornwall, to Dyvnaint,
or Devonshire. In Somersetshire, Wiltshire, and Dorsetshire, which
bad been occupied by the Saxons at an early period, a large
native population still maintained its ground, as was likewise the
case in Devonghire long after its occupation by the Saxons: whenee
the inhabitants of that distriet obtained .the name of the © Welsh
kind” Cambria, or Wales, was divided into several small kingdoms
or principalities. The name of Welsh (Walsch), it may be ob-
served, i3 the SBaxon term for foreigners, and is still applied by the
Germans fo the Italiaps. The history of the Celts, who dwelt in
Cumbria, to the north of Wales, is involved in obseurity. Cumbria,
or Cumberland, properly so called, ineluded, besides the present
county, Westmoreland and Lancashire, and extended .into Northe
umbria, probably as fir as the modern Leods, Caerleal, or Qarligle, - *
wad its chief city. North of Cumbria, between the two Roman
walls, and to the east of the kingdom of Bernicia, were situated two
other British kingdoms : Reged, in the southern"portion of the dis.
friet, nearly identical perhaps with Annandale, in Dumfiiesshiva -
and Strathclyde, embracing the counties of Duntbarton, chl‘rew:
sud Dumfries, apd probably algo those of Peebles, Selkirk, and

©2
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Map of Britain, showing the Setti of the Angle-8

Lanark. These kingdoms were sometimes united under one chief, or
Pendragon, called also Tyern, or éyrannus, who, like other British
princes, regarded himseif as the successor, and even ps the descendant,
of Constanting or Maximus,

Besides those Dritons who found shelter in these western and
mountainons regions from the fury of the Saxon invaders, great
numbers of them, wnder the conduct of {heir priests and chieftains,
abandoned altogetfier their native shores, and setiled in Armorica,
on the western coast of France, which from them derived its snbse-
quent namo of Bretagne, or Brittany,
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ofhing can more evidenily show the completeness of =
quost made. by the Anglo-Saxons than the fact that their

qug to this day the staple of our own; but with regard to their
catment of the conquered land, and their relations towards the
natives, we are almost entirely in the dark. It is usuvally stated
that the Saxons either exterminated the original population, or drove
it into the western parts of the island ; but there are good reasons
for believing that this was not completely the case; and we may
conclude from the Welsh fraditions, and from the number of Celtic
words still existing in the English langnage, that a considerabla
number of the Celtic inhabitants remained upon the soil as the slaves
or subjects of their conquerors.*

§ 13. To dotail the obscure and often doubtful history of the
several Anglo-Saxon sitates would afford neither amusement nor
instruction, and we shall therefore content ourselves with selecting
the more remarkable events that occurred down to the time when
all the kingdoms were united under the apthority of Bghert. The
dignity of Brelwalda, that is, supreme commander or emperar. of
Britain, which was often the subject, of contention among the differ-
ent Anglo-Saxon soversigns, affords some slight bond of connexion
to their histories, and it is to this point that we shall first direct our
attention.t

The institution of a Brefwalde among the Anglo-Saxons was
probably neither derived from their native customs, nor an assump-
tion of the Ruman imperial power before exercised in the island,
but rather a measure sometimes adopted from the necessity of
uniting under a common chief against the Britons, the Picts, and
the Scots, The dignity was perbaps an elective one, The first
who held the office, according to Beda, was _Ella, king of the
| Soutir-Sakons; but we know not on what acconnt, not by. what
ymcans, he obtained the dignity. 'Ceawlin, king of the West Saxons,
or Wedsey, the grandson of Cerdic, was the sccond Bretwalda, 'The
i.’l‘.'aciug',“Ethclbcrt. of Kent, disputed the title with him, but wus
‘overthrown in a great battle at Wibbandun (Wimbledon in Surrey).

Ceawlin was a congueror, and united many districts to his kingdom ;
but from some unknown cause, the termination of his reign wag
singulasly unprosperons,  Ifis ‘own subjeets, and even his own rela-
tions, nuited against him with the Britong and Seots; he was

dufeated in a great battle ab Wodnesheorg, in thie year 691, and died
in exile two years alfterwards,

* This subject is more fully dissossed in the Notesmnd 11 usirations (C)

t The existence of the Bretwaldas, at least in the earlier times, is ﬂi:‘pﬁ-im
by Mz, Hallam and Mr, Kemble. But they ave expresly mentioned by Hoda
who ealls their digoity ducadus or leadership, in the Saxon Chreniel ;

’ g e, where
thase prinees arve termed Bretwaldas, and in charters,
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W\ 14) After the expulsion of Ceawlin, Ethelbert of Kent ob

dignity of Bretwalda, to which he had for so many years asp
N.hét memorable event of his reign was the introduction of
ristianity among the Anglo-Saxons, for the reception of which
faith the mind of Ethelbert had been prepared through his marriage
with the Christinn princess Bertha, danghter of Caribert, king of
Paris. But the immediate cause of its introduction was a casual
incident which oceurred at Rome. It happened that Gregory, who,
under the title of the Great, afferwards occupied the papal chair,
had observed in the market-place of Rome three Saxon youths ex-
posed to sale, whom the Roman merchants, in their trading voyages
to Dritain, had bought of their mercenary parents.*  Struek with the
beauty of their fair complexions and blooming countenances, Gre-
gory asked to what country they belonged; and being told they were
Angles, he replied that they ought more properly to be denominated
angels: it were a pity that the prince of darkness should enjoy so
fair o prey, and that so beautifal a frontispiece should cover o mind
destitute of internal grace and righteousness, Inquiring farther
, concerning the name of their province, he was informed that it

was Deira, a districy of Northumbrin, ¢ Deira,” replied he, * that
is good] They are called to the mercy of God from his anger (de
irs). But what is the name of the king of that province?” He
was told it was Alla, or Alla, Allelujah I eried he; “we must
endeavour that the praises of God be sung in their country.” Moved
by these allusions, which appeared to him so happy, he determineq
to undertake himself a mission intq Britain, and, having obtained the
Pope’s approbation, prepared for the Jjourney; but his popularity at
home was so great, that the Reomans, unwilling to expose him to sueh
dangers, opposed his desizn ; and he was obliged for the present to
lay aside all further thoughts of executing that pious purpose,

After his accession to the pontificate, Gregory, anxious to convert

the British Saxons, pitched on Augustine, a Roman monk, and

© L sent him, with forty associates, to preach the gospel in this island,

These missionaries, terrified with the danger which might attend
their proposing a new doctrine to o fiereo a people, of whose lan-
guage they were ignorant, stopped some time in France, and sent
back Angusting to lay the hazards and difficulties before the Pope,
and crave his permission to desist from the undertaking, Bot Gre-
gory exborfed them to persevere in their purpose ; and Augustine,
on his arrival in Kent in the year 697, found the danger much
less than le had apprehended. Ethelbert, already well disposed

* The celehirdted stopy is told by Beda (i 89), und is copied from him,
with slight variationssby all other medieval writers. It is relafed more fully

and aeruradely by B, Stanley (Historical Meamorials of Canterbury, p 7, wq.)
g by any other modern writer.
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gl the Christian faith, assigned him a habitation i la

ahet, and soon after adinitted him to a conference. A the,

HCQ ed by his favourable reception, and secing now a

: i;cass, proceeded with redoubled zeal to preach the gospel to the
Kentish Saxons. Numbers were converted and baptized, and the
king himself was persuaded to submit to the same rite. Angustine
was consecrated archbishop of Canterbury, was endowed by Gregory
with authority over all the British churches, and received the pall,
a badge of ecclesiastical honour, from Rome. Christianity was soon
afterwards introduced into the kingdom of Essex, whose sovereign,
Smberht, or Sebert, was Ethelbert’s nephew ; and throngh the inﬁ~
ence of Ethelbert, Mellitus, who had been the apostle of Christianity
in Essex, was appointed to the bishopric of London, where a church

~ dedicated to St. Paul was erected, on the site of a former temple of
Diana. Sebert also erected on Thorney Island, which was formed by
the branches of a small river falling into the Thames, a church dedi-
cated to St. Peter, which is now Westminster Abbey. In Kent the sce
of Rochester was founded by Augustine, and bestowed upon Justus,

o

Silver Penny of Ethelbert 11, King of Kent and Bretwalda.

Obvel,. | EDILBERNT . . .; busi right. Reverse: mex; wolf and twins. (1his
coln, if genuine, is an evident Imitation of those of Rome: compare the culn of
Carausius, p. 12,

§ 15. The marriage of Ethelbert with Bertha, and, much more, his
embracing Christianity, begat a connexion of his subjects with the
French, Italians, and other nations on the continent, and tended to
reelaim them from that gross ignorance and barbarity in which all
the Saxon tribes had been hitherto involved. Ethelbert also enacted,
with the consent of the states of his kingdom, & body of laws, the first .
written laws promulgated by any of the northern conguerors; and
bis reign was in every respect glorious to himself and beneficial to
his people. He governed the kingdom of Kent 50 years, and, dying
n 616, left the succession to his son Kadkald., But he Possessoq
neither the abilities nor the authority of his father; and the Saxon
princes relused to acknowledge him as Bretwalda. That Qdignity
passed to Redwald, king of the Fast Angles, who holds the foustl,
place in the series of these princes, The pratection afforded b
Redwald to young Edwin, the rightful heir of the kingdom of Deira,
brought him into collision with Adellrid, king of Northumbria, 1t
has heen already mentioned that Hdelirid had united Deirn with



EDWIN OF NORTHUMBRIA. Cua
Sseizing upon it at the death of Ella, whose daugh L
, and expelling her infant brother Edwin. Redw
{th¢ kingdom of Northumbria, and fought a battle with
delfrid on the banks of the Idle in Nottinghamshire, in which
that monarch was defeated and killed ; his sons, Eanfrid, Oswald,
and Oswy, yet infants, were carried into Scotland, and Edwin
obfained possession of the crown.

§ 16. Edwin subsequently became the fifth Bretwalda, and all the
Auglo-Baxon states, with the exception of Kent, acknowledged his
supremacy. He distinguished himself by his influence over the other
kingdoms, and by the strict execution of justice in his own domi-
nions.  He reclaimed his subjects from the licentious life to which
they had been accustomed ; and it was a common saying that during
his reign o woman or child might openly carry everywhere a purse of -
gold without any danger of violence or robbery. There is a remark-
able instance transmitted to us of the affection borne him by his
servants, - Cuichelme, king of Wessex, was his enemy ; but, finding
nimself unable to maintain open war against so gallant and powerful
a prince, he determined fo use treachery against him, and he em-
ployed one Eumer for that criminal purpose. The assassin, having
obtained admittanes by pretending to deliver a message from Cuich-
elme, drew his dagger and rushed upon the king. Lilla, an officer of
bis army, seeing his master’s danger, and having no other means of

! defence, interposed with his own body between the king and Eumer’s
dagger, which was pushed with such violence, that, after piercing
Filla, it even wounded Edwin ; but before the assassin could renew
his Blow he was despatehed by the king’s attendants,

Thig event, as well as the birth of g danghier about the same time,
is gaid to have hastened Edwin’s conversion to Christianity, After

| the death of hiz first consort, a Mercian princess, Edwin had mar-
ried Ethelburga, the daughter of Ethelbert, king of Kent, This
princess, emulating the glory of her mother Bertha, who had been
the instrument for converting her husband and hig people to Chrig-
tianity, carried Paulinus, a learned bishop, along with ler; and
besides stipulating a toleration for the exercise of her own religion,
which was readily granted her, she used every effort to persuade tie
king to emhrace it. Her exertions, seconded by those of Paulinus,
were successful. FEdwin was baptized on Easter-day, A.p, 627, at
York, in a wooden cliurch hastily erected for the occasion, and
dedicated to Bt. Poter. Subsequently York was ercoted into an
archbishoprie; Paulinus was appointed the first northern metro-
politan, and a handsome chureh of stone was built for his cathedral,
From hence as a centre Christianity was propagated, though not
without some vicissitudes, in the neighbouring Anglo-Saxon covutries,

§ 17. Evil days wero now approaching for Nerthumbria. Edwip



by ‘;\x.lxl‘-”‘t #heir monarchs, relapsed into Paganism. At length in (34
(5wald, tho son of Aldellrid, again united the kingdoms of North-
umbria, and restored the Christian religion in his dominions. Oswald
was also acknowledged as the sixth Brefwalda, and reigned, accord-
ing to the expression of Beda, over the four nations of Britain, the
Angles, the Britons, the Picts, and the Scots, His reign, however,
was short, He became involved in a war with Penda, A, 642,
and, like Edwin, was defeated and slain. His corpse was treated
with great brutality by Penda; but he was canonized by the charch
as ¢ saint and martyr; his seattered members were collected as
relics, and were held to be endowed with miraculous powers.
Penda penetrated as far as Bamborough, the residence of the
Northumbrian princes on. the coast of Yorkshire, but after a fruitless
sicge was obliged to retire and evacnate the kingdom.

§ 18. On the death of Oswald his brother Oswy suceeeded to his
kingdom and to the dignity of Brefwalda. He defeated and slew
the formidable Penda in a great battle fought near Leeds in 656,

T'he reign of Oswy was rendered memorable by a most destructive
pestilence called the yellow plague, which commencing in 664 |
ravaged the whole island twenty years with the exception of the
Highlands of Scotland, Oswy died in 670, and with him expired
for a time the dignity of Bretwalda,

It is unnecessary to pursue the obscure and uninteresting reigns of
Oswy’s successors in the kingdom of Ncrthumbria, which, for the
most part, present little more than a series of seditions, usurpa-
tions, and murders. Agriculture was neglected. the land was
desolated by famine and pestilence, and, to fill up the measure of its
calamities, the Northmen landed in 793 on Lindisfarne, and in the
following year at Egferths-Minster (probably Wearmouth), and
plundered and destroyed the churches and monasteries at those
places.  After the death of Ethelred (a.p. 796) universal anarchy
prevailed in Northumbria; and the people, having by so many
fatal revolutions lost all attachment to their government and
princos, were well prepared for subjection to a foreign yoke, This
was finally 1mpoued upon them by Hgbert, king of “'egacx; SN
h?story of which kingdom, as finally swallowing up all the rest. we
must now hasten. <

§ 10. The history of the kings of Wessex prosn g 1
able till we arrive at the rcigubol' Tna, who a;mﬁi;goﬂ:;n%]::jzzl?-
688, and who was remarkable for his justice, policy, and mt‘iﬁnceu
He treated the Britons of Somersetshiro and the r[&juini,,fdigtrgﬁ;
(the Wealas, or Welsh kind), whom he had suf)d*uud, with o humae
nity hitherto unknown to the Sexon conquerors, We allowed the

o3



; lianoés between them and his ancient subjects, and gave the

the -privilege of being governed by the same laws, These iaws he
augmentod and ascertained ; and though he was disturded by some
insurreetions at home, his long reign of 87 years may be regarded as

EGBERT. ' Cuar.ffi
§ fo retain possession of their lands, encouraged mairiag

one of the most glorious and most prosperous reigns of the Angle- .

Saxon prinees. In the decline of his age he made a pilgrimage to
Rome, where hie shut himself upin a cloister. The year of his death
is unknown.

Egbert was the fourth in descent from Ingild, Ina’s brother ; and
being a young maa of the most promising hopes, gave great jealousy
to Brithric, the reigning prince, both because he seemed by his birth
better entitled to the crown, and because he had acquired to an emi-
nent degree the affections of the peopls.  Egbert, sensible of his danger
from the suspicions of Brithric, secretly withdrew into France, where
he was well received by Charlemagne, By living in the court and
serving in the armies of that prince, the most able and most generous
that had appeared in Europe during several ages, he acquired those
accomplishinents whichafterwards enabled him to make such a shining
fignre on the throne.

It was not long ere Egbert had opportunities of displaying his
natural and acquired talents. Brithric was sccidentally killed hy
partaking of a cup of poison which his wife Eadburga, daughter

of Offa, king of Mercia, had mixed for a young nobleman who had

acquired her husband’s friendship, and had on that account become
the object of her jealousy. Egbert was now recalled from France by
the nobility of Wessex, and ascended the throne of his ancestors in
the Inst year of the Bth century, The royal families had at s
period become extinet in all the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms except
that of Wessex, and Egbert was the sols descendant of those first
conquerors who subdued Britain, and who enhanced their authority
by claiming a pedigree from Wodex, the supreme divinity of
their ancestors, Dut, though his lincage might have afforded a
pretence to maoke attempts on the neighbouring Saxons, he gave
them for some time no disturbance, and rather chose to turn his arms
agninst the Britons in Cornwall and Wales, whem he defeated in
several battles. e was recalled from these conquests by an inva-
gion of his dominions by Beornwulf, king of Mercia. But in order to
explain that event, and to close the history of the other Anglo-Saxoun
states, we must here take a retrospective glance at that of Mercia,

§ 20, After the death of Tenda the history of Mercia presents
tittle of importance till we arrive at the long reign of Bthelbald
(718-765). 'That sovereign appears to have possessed as much power
a8 any of the Bretwaldas, though he did not enjoy that title, Tie
digtinguished himself by many successful confiicts with the Dritons,
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2gi 25t wliom he united under his standard East Anglia, Ke:
“for a while also Wessex, At one period he asserted hi

year 736 wigns himself “ King of Britain.” Buf he was subse-

quently defeated in two battles against the West Saxons; in the
latter of which he fell (a.n, 7565). Ethelbald, after a short period of
usurpation by Beornred, was snceeeded by Offa, the most celebrated
«of all the Mercian princes. After gaining several victories over the
other Anglo-Saxon princes, this monarch turned his arms against the
Britons of Cambria, whom he repeatedly defeated, He settled all the
level country to the east of the mountains, between the Wye and the
Severn, with Anglo-Saxons ; for whose protection he constructed the
mound or rampart between the mouth of the Dee and that of the
Wiye, known as Offa’s Dyke, traces of which may be still discerned.
The king of Mercia was now become so considerable, that the
emperor Charlemagne entered into an alliance and friendship with
him. That emperor being a great lover of learning and learned men,
Offa, at his desire, sent Alcuin to him, a clergyman much celebrated
for his knowledge, who received great honours from Charlemagne, and
even became his preceptor in the sciences. Charlemagne, on his side,
made Offa many costly presents, which seem to have chiefly consisted
of the spoils which that emperor had taken from the Huns. But
the glory and successes of Offa were stained by the treacherous
murder of Ethelbert, king of the East Angles, whilst sojourning at his
court, and by his violent seizing of that kingdom in the year TYZ,
Overcome by remorse, Offa endeavoured to atone for his crime by
liberality to the church. He gave the tenth of his goods to the
elergy, and engaged to pay the sovereign pontifi a yearly donation
for the support of an Hnglish college at Rome: for which pur-
pose he imposed the tax of a penny on esch house possessed of
thirty pence a year, Offa’s liberality, however, was perhaps only a
confirmation of that of Ina, king of the West Saxons, who is also
said to have founded a school at Rome, and to have laid for its
support a tax of one penny, under’the name of Rom-feoh, or
Rome-seot, cn every house in the kingdom. This imposition, being
afterwards lovied on all Eungland, was commonly denominated
- Peter’s-pence : and though conferred at first as a gift, was after-
wards claimed as a tribute by the Roman pontiff.

Offa died in 796. The reigns of his successors on the Mercian
throne, who were all either murdered or violently deposed, deserve
not to arrest our attention. Mercia, instead, of continuing to be
the leading utate among the Anglo-Saxons, was, through its internal
dissensions, falling fast into decay, and was thus easily redueed by
the arms of Eghbert, to whose history we must new retarn,

§ 21, Egbert had already possessed the throne of Wessex nearly a
quarler of a century, when the invasion of his Aominions hefare
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2

o, y Beomwulf, king of Mercia, took place. Eg
\e invaders, and subdued with facility the tributary king
Atz T t and Sussex, while the East Angles, from their hat
to the Mércian government, immediately rose in arms, and put them-
selyes under the protection of Eghert. In order to engage the
Mercians mora easily to submission, he allowed Wiglaf, their conntry-
man, to retain the title of king, while he himself exercised the real
power of sovereignty. The anarchy which prevailed in Northumbria,
as already related, tempted him to carry still further his victorious
arms : and the inhabitants, nnable to resist his power, and desirous
of possessing some established form of government, were forward,
on his first appearance, to send deputies, who submitted to his
authority, and swore allegiance to him as their sovereign. gbert,
however, still allowed to Northumbria, as he had done to Mercia
and BEast Anglia, the power of electing a king, who paid him tribute
ond was dependent on himl, These three subordinate kingdoms
remained under their own sovereigms, as vassals of Egbert, till they
avere swallowed up by the Danish invasion. Egbert and his suc-
cessors, down to Alfred the Great, commonly assumed only the title
of Kings of Wessex, and Alfred’s son, Edward the Elder, seems to
have been the first who regnlarly adopted the title of ““ Rex Anglo-
mm,” or King of the English.

Thus all‘the Anglo-Saxon kingdoms were nominally united into
one state, nearly 400 years after the first arrival of the Saxons in
Britain. This event is placed in the year 827,

CHRONOLOGY OF REMARKABLE EVENTS.

A.D. ADe

450, Ifirst arrival of the Saxons In Fng-
land under Hengist and Horsa.

477. Ella lands in Bussex.

495, Cordic lands in Hampshire.

Wessex.

527. Tho Baxons land in Esscx.

347. The Angles under Idn seitle in
Bernicia.

547, Augustine preaches Christianity
in Kent.

. Gerdie founds the kingdom of

| 783.
800,

617, Kingdom of Northumbria nader

FEdwin.

628, Kingdom of Mercis founded hy
Penda.

627, Conversion of Edwin. Church at
York.

664. Yellow plague.

The Northmen land on Lindisfarne,
Accession of Egbert in Wessex,
§27. Egbert unites eli the Anglo-Saxan
Kingdoms,

NOTES AND TLLUSTRATIONS,

A. THE FRISIANS TOOK PART IN
FHE SAXON INVASION OF BRI-
TAIN.

This nppears from  the foliowing
facts :—1. Procopins says (Bell. Goth,

iv, 20) that Britain was inhabited ir
his time (the Bth eemiury) by three
vaces, the Angles, Frisians, and Britons.
The omission of the Saxons, and the
substitation of the Frisians, can be no-
eounted for only on the suppesition that

L.



S¢ and Sarons wore convertible
« The traditions of the Frisians
lomings claim Hengist as their an~
y and relate that he was banished
their chuntry. 3. In old German
poetry it is expressly stated that the
Frigians were formerly called Saxons.
4. Many English words and some gram- |
matical forms are more closely allied to
those of the old Friesic than to those
of any other German dialect. For in-
stance, the English sign of the infinitive
mood, to, i3 found in the old Friesic,
and not in any other Germen dialect.
* On this subject see Davies * On the Races
of Lancashire,’ in the ¢ Transactions of
the Philological Society* for 1855,

B. THE ISLE OF THANET.

The Iele of Thanet was in Anglo-
Saxon times, and long afterwards, sepa-
rated from the rest of Kent by a broad
strait, called by Bede the Wantsumu.
The Stour, instcad of being a narrow
stream, as at present, was then a'broad
river, opening into a wide estuary be-
tween Bandwich and Deal, in the direc-
tion of Pegwell Bay. Ehips coming
from France and Germany sailed up
this estnary, and through the river, out
ot the other gide by Reculver. Ehb's
Fleet is the name given to a farm-house
on & strip of high ground rising out of
Minster Marsh (Stanley, Memorials of
Canterbury, p. 13). Thamet is the

name of the {sland. The
Welsh name was Ruim, which probably
signified a foreland, and is still pre-
served in the compound Ramsgate. In
East Kent the gaps in the line of oliff
which iead down to the shore are called
gates; hence Ramsgafe is the gate or
pass leading into Ruim {Guest, in Pro-
dings of the Archmalogical Institute
for 1849, p. 82).

G CELTIC WORDS IN THE ENG-
LISH LANGUAGE.

Mr. Davies, in the wvaluable paper
slready reforred to, remarks: + The
stoutest assertor of a pure Anglo-Sagon
or Norman descent is convieted by
the languuge of his daily life of be.
longing to a face that partakes largely
of Celtic blood. If he oalls for iy

NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS,

coat (W, cola, Germ. rock), or tells of |
the brasket of fish he has caught (v, |

37
basgawd, Germ. korb), or t he
employs on his land (W. ¢ eay,

a drag or sledge, Germ. 4 f
the prants of his youth or the prancing
of his horse (W. prank, a trick; Ppranvio,
to frolic), or declares that he was aaypy
when o gownsman at Oxford (W. hap,
fortune, chanee; Germ. gitlck ; W. gion),
or that his servant is pore (W. gert,
spruce, dapper, insolent), or, descend-
ing to the language of the vulgar, he
affirms that such assertions are balder-
dash, and the claim o sham (W, baldor-
ddus, idle, prating; siem, from shom, a

deccit, a sham), he i*  jonsciously
maintaining the trn? would deny.
Like the M. Jo* - iolidre, who

had been talki . 411 his life with-
ont knowing .., lix has been speaking
very good Celtie without any suspicioa
of the fact.”

A long list of Celtic words in the
English language will be found in Mr.
Davies's essay, and also in andther valu-
able paper by the late Mr. Garnett, like-
wise published in the * Transactions of the
Philologieal Society’ (vol. i. p. 171). It
appears that a cousiderable proportion
of the English words relating to the
ordinary arts of life, such as agricniture,
carpentry, and in general indoor and
outdoor service, come from the Celtio,
The following, which might be multi-
plied almost indefinitely, may serve as
samples '—

Ewglish, Welsh,
basket mwd
bran bran (n skin of wheat),
crock, crockery  cruchan {a pot),
driil rhifl {a row),
fanacl Evlanen ({r:m gwlan, wool)
ﬁ:mu f“ ia robe).
m bem (n bonder ),
lath Tiath {a red).
mattock matog.
pail pacol,
peck e
pilcher Piser (o jug),
rhlqn rhie, rhig.
solder eawdurlaw (1 yoin, catacat)
tacklo tasi (nstument, ol §,

Mr. Davies alao ealls attention to the
fact thst in the Lancashire dinlcot (und
the same holds good of other dialosts)
many low, burlesque, or obscens words
can be traced fo a Celtic source, and
this ciroumstance, together with the
fact that no words connected with Jaw,
or govermnent,'or the Inxuries of life,
belong to thid elacs, is distinet evidenes
that the Celtic race was held i & rinte
of dependenac’or inferiority.



| ' The Ralsing of Lazarus. Senipture of the 1Xth or Xth century from Selsey, now in
F Chichiester Cathedral, 1

' CHAPTER ITL

' 5
THE ANGLO-BAXONS FROM THE UNION OF ENGLAND UNDER EGRBERT
I TILLJTHE BEIGN OF CANUTE THE DANE,

§ 1. Sfate of the kingdom. § 2. Iuvasion of the Danes. Death of Egbert.
§ 2. Reign of Ethelwolf. His journey\ts Rome: § 4. Revolt of Ethel-
bald.  § 5. Reigns of Ethelbald, Ethelbert, Ethelrad, * Continued invasions
of the Danes. § 6. Accession of Alfred. Successes of the Dages. Flight
of Alfved. § 7. Alfred defeats the Danes. Thoir settlement in East Anglia.
The Danelagh. § 8. Wise regulations of Alfred. New Danish war, Death
of Alfred. §90. His character. 1fis loya of learning. § 10. His policy
widl legislation, § 11. Reigi of Edward the Elder, § 12, Reign of Athel-
stane. His conquests, power, nnd foreigh gounexions. § 18, Reign of
Edmund I. - Hiv assssination, § 14, Reign of Edred, St. Dunstan ; yis
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Le907-836. ; EGBERT. 39

wacter and power.  § 15. Reign of Edwy. His quarrel with
5/16. Reign of Kdgar. His good fortune. § 17. Reign of Ed
hseassination.  § 18, RHeign of Ethelred II.  Invasion of the Danes.
Danegelt, § 19. Massacre of the Danes. § 20. Conquest of England by
Sweyn, +Flight of Kthelred. § 21. Death of Sweyn and retum of
Ethelred. Invasion of Canute. Death of Ethelred. § 22. Division of
England between Canute and Edmond Ironside, Murder of the latter,

.

1. EaBErT, A.D. 827-836:—Although England was not firmly
cemented into one state under Egbert, as is usually represented, yet
the power of this monarch and the union of so many provinees
opened the prospect of future tranquillity ; and it appeared more
probable that the Anglo-Saxons would thenceforth become formidable
to their neighbours, than be exposed to theirinroads and devastations.
Indeed in the following year Kgbert led his victorious army into
North Wales, laid waste the country as far as Snowdon, penetrated
into Denbighshire, and reduced the isle of Anglesey to subjection. Of
all the territory that had been comprised in Roman Britain, Strath-
clyde and Cumbria alone were free from vassalage to the crown of
; Egbert, But these flattering views were soon overcast by the
- appearance of the Northmen, who during some centuries kept the

Anglo-Saxons in perpetunal disquietude, committed the most barbarous
ravages upon them, and at last reduced them to grievous servitude.
§ 2, These pirates and freebooters inhabited the Scandiuavian:
kingdopas of Denmark, Norway, and Sweden ; and the hordes which
plyatlered England were drawn from all parts of the Scandinavian
ninsula. It was, however, chiefly the Danes who directed theix
attacks against the coasts of England; the Norwegians made theis
descents for the most part upon Scotland, the Hebrides, and Ireland ;
while the Swedes turned their arms against the eastern shores of the
Baltic. These Scandinavians were in race and language closely con-
neoted with the Anglo-Saxons, The langnages of all the Seandi-
navian nations differ only slightly from che dialects of the Germanic
tribes ; and both races criginally worshipped the same gods, and werc
distinguished by the same love of enterprise and freedom. But,
whils the Anglo-Saxons had long sirice abjured their ancient faith,
y and had acquired the virtues and vices of civilization, their Scandi-
navian kinsmen still remained in their savage independence, stili
worshipped Odin as their national god, end still regarded the plunder
of foreign lands as their chief occupation and delight. In the nintlh
century they inspired the same terror which the Anglo-Saxons had
done in the fifth. Led by the younger sonsof royal houses, th
Vikings® swarimed in all the harbours and rivers of the surrounding
countrics, Their course was marked by fire gud bloodshed, DBuild-

* Viking is in Danish  naval warvior, a pirate,



ETHELWOLF., CHap.

agul profane were burnt to the ground ; and great num!
¢ murdered or dragged away into slavery. The terfi-

JtEhd-OF God foretold in the prophets, Their natioral flag was
';tha figure of a black raven, woven on a blood-red ground, from
jwhose movements the Northmen angured victory or defeat. When
it fluttered its wings, they believed that Odin gave them a sign of
victory ; but if the wings hung down, they imagined that the god
wonld not prosper their arms, Their swords were longer and heavier
ithan those of the Anglo-Saxons, and their battle-axes are mentioned
as formidable weapons.

| These terrible Northmen appeared at the same time upon the
eoasts of Englad, France, and Russia. They wrested from the
#french monarch one of Lis fairest provinces, which was called Nor-
mandy after them; and they founded in Russia a dynasty which
reigned over the country above 700 years. Their first appearance
upon the English coasts is placed in the Saxon Chronicle under the
year 787 ; bub it was not till the latter part of Egbert’s reign that
they commienced their regular and systematic ravages of the country.
At first they merely made brief and rapid descents upon the coasts,
returning to their northern homes with the plunder they had gained ;
bub they soon began to take up their abode in England for the
winter, and renewed their devastations in the spring. While Eng-
fand was trembling at this new evil, Eghert, who alone was able {o
provide effectually against it, unfortunately died (a.0. 836), and loft
the government to his son Ethelwolf,

§ 3. ETnerworr, 836-858.—This prince had neither the abilities
nor vigour of his father, and was better qualified for governing a
convent than a kingdom. He began his reign with making a par-
tition of his dominions, and delivering over to his eldest son, Athel-
stane, the newly conquered provinces of Essex, Kent, and Sussex,
Buf no inconvenience seems to have arisen from this partition, as
the continnal terror of the Danish invasions prevented all domestic
dissensicn. These inenrsions now became almost annual, and, from
their endden and unexpected nature, kept the English in continnal
alarm.  The unsettled state of England hindered not Ethelwolf from
making a pilgrimage to Rome, whither he carried his fourth and
favourite son, Alfrcd, then only six years of age. Ho passed there
o twelvemonth in exorcises of devotion, and in acts of liberality {o
the church. Besides giving presents to the more distingnished
seclesiastios, e made a perpetnal grant of 800 mancusss® a year to
thiat see; one-third to support the lamps of St. Peter’s, another
thiose of Bt. Paul’s, a thivd to the Pope himself. But that Ethelwol(

* The mancus was o silver coin of about the weight of ¢ half~crown.

dnts fled at their approach, and beheld in them the .



71. ETHELBALLD.

tablished tithes in England, as is mainfained by some

16 to be founded on a misinterpretation of some ancient .
ithds were most probably earlier instituted in this country; but
Ethelwolf appears to have established the
first poor-law, by imposing on every ten
hides of land the obligation of maintaining
one indigent person.

§ 4. On his return from Reme Ethelwolf
married Judith, daughter of the French £«
king Charles the Bald, though she was Woti-ie
then only twelve years of age; but on his i
landing in England he met with an oppo- [
sition which he little looked for. His eldest
son, Athelstane, being dead, Ethelbald, his
second son, who had assumed the govern-
ment, formed, in concert with many of the Golden Ring of Ethelwolf inihe
nobles, the project of excluding his father ,.:E;Ji‘h :ﬁ{fetm},h{:mﬂ,&ﬁ
from a throne which his weakness and eframél limly incorporatd
superstition seem to have rendered him so T
ill qualified to fill, The people were divided between the two
princes, and a bloody civil war, joined to all the other calamitiea
under which the English laboured, appeared inevitable ; when Ethel-
wolf had the facility to yield to the greater part of his son's pre-
tensions, He made with him a partition of the kingdom; and
taking to himself the eastern part, which was always at that time
esteemed the least considerable, as well as the most exposed to
invasion, he delivered over to Ethelbald the sovercignty of the
western half.

§ 5. Erurrsarp, Ernersent, and ETEeurep, A n. 808-871.—
Ethelwolf died nbout 858. He was succeeded by his sons Ethelbald
and Ethelberl, whose short reigns present nothing of importance.
On the death of the latter, Ethelred, another son of Ethelwolf,
ascended the tlione in the year 860. Under these monarchs the
Danes confinued their ravages with renewed vigour, and penctrated
into the very bedrt of thie country. In the course of their devasta-
tivns they defeated and took prisoner Edmund, the king of East
Anglia (871), to whom they proposed that he should renounee the
Cluistinn fith and rule under their supremacy. Dut Edmund |
having rejected this proposal with seorn and horror; the Danes bound |
him naked to a free, sconrged and shot at him with arrows, und
finally beheaded him. The constancy with which Edmund met his
death cansed him to bo canonized as a saint and martyr: the place
where his body was buried took the name of JBury St. Edmind’s,
end a splendid monastery wag erected there in hfs hononr,

§ 6. Avrep, 871-901.—Ethelted died of a wound regsived in
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| by its fortifications, and still more by the u

ACCESSION OF ALFRED, C

gadnst the Danes (871), and was succeeded by his

Chis monarch, who was born at Wantage in 849, andjw
Zayears of age, gave very early marks of those great virtues
I ¥lating talents by which he saved his country from utter ruin
and subversion. His genius was first roused by the recital of Saxon
poems: he soon learned to read those compositions, and proceeded
thence to acquire the knowledge of the Latin tongue. In his
twentieth year he first took the ficld along with his brother against
the pagan invaders of his country, and it was owing to his intre.
pidity and courage that the Saxons gained a signal vietory cver the
Danes at Ashdune (perhaps Aston in Berkshire), On the death of
LEthelred soon afterwards, he was called to the throne in preference to
his brother’s children, as well by the will of his father as by the
vows of the whole nation and the urgency of public affairs.

The first seven years of his Teign were spent in incessant struggles
against the Danes, over whom he gained some victories; but fresh
swarms of Northmen continually poured into the kingdom, and
Alfred, overpowered by superior numbers, was at length obliged (878)
to relinquish the ensigns of his dignity, to dismiss his servants, and
to seek shelter in the meanest disguises from the pursuit and fury of
his enemies, He concealed himself under g peasant’s habit, and
lived some time in the house of a neat~herd, who had been intrusted
with the care of sowme of his cows. The wife of the neat-herd was
ignorant of the condition 6f her royal guest ; and observing him one
day busy by the fireside in trimming his bow and arrows, she desired
him to take care of some cakes which were toasting, while she was
employed elsewhero in other domestic affairs. But Alived, whose
thoughts were otherwise engaged, neglected this injunclion, and the
good woman on her return, finding her cakes uJ1 burnt, rated the
king very severely, and upbraided him that he always scemed very
well pleased to eat her warm cakes, though he was thus negligent in
toasting them,

§ 7. By degrees, Alfred, as he found the search of the enemy
becore more remiss, collected some of his retainers and retired intg
the centro of & bog formed by the stagnating waters of the Thone
aid Parret, in Somersetshire, He here found two acres of firm
ground, and, building a habitation on them, rendered himself gecure
uknown and inaceessiblg
roads which Ied to it, and by the forests and morasses with which it
Wwas every way environed, This place he called Athelingay, or the
Isle of Nobles; and it now bears the name of Athelney.® Il

= A basutifiil gold enamelled jewel found
molekn Musetum ot Osferd, has the inscription ¢ Alfred mec heht gen urean™

(Alfred ordered me 1o bo wrought), According to the testimony of his hio.
graphur, Asser, Alfied encournged goldsmiths,

at this spot, and now in the Ash.



1-878. ALFRED IN THE DANISH CAMP,

¢ made frequent and unexpected sallics upon the Danes

—eflep felt the vigour of his arm, but knew not from what quatter
T wthG blow came, He subsisted himself and his followers by the
plunder which he acquired; he procured them consolation by
revenge; and from small successes he opened their minds to hope,
tkat, notwithstanding his present low condition, more important vie-
tories might at length attend his valour. But before he would
assemble them in arms, or urge them to any attempt which, if
unfortunate, might in their present despondency prove fatal, he
resolved to inspeet himself the situation of the enciny, and to judge
of the probability of success, For this purpose he entered their
camp under the disguise of a harper, or glee-man, and passed unsus-
pected through every quarter. He so entertained them with his
musi¢ and facetions humours, that he met with a welcome reception,
and was even introduced to the tent of Guthrum, their prince, where
he remained some days. He remarked the supine security of the
Danes, their contempt of the English, their negligence in foraging
and plundering, and their dissolute wasting of what they gained by
rapine and violence. Encouraged by these favourable appearances,
he secretly sent emissaries to the most considerable of his subjects,
and summoned them to a rendezvous, attended by their warlike
followers, at Brixton, on the borders of Selwood forest. The
English, who had hoped to put an end to their calamities by servile
submission, now found the insolence and rapine of the conqueror
more intolerable than all past fatignes and dangers; and at the
appointed day they joyfully resorted to their prince. He instantly
condueted them to Ethandfin (perhaps Eddington, near Westhbury),
where the Danes were encamped ; and taking advantage of his pre-
vious knowledge ‘of the place, he directed his attack against the
most ungnarded quarter of the enemy. The Danes, surprised to see
an army of English, whom they considered as totally subdued, and
still more astonished to hear that Alfred was at their head, made
but a faint resistanco, notwithstanding their superiority of number,
and were soon put to flight with great slaughter: The remainder of
ﬁ!lo routed army, with their prinoe, was besieged by Alfred in a for-
tified camp to whick they fled ; but being reduced to extremity by
want and hunger, thiey had recourse to the clemency of the vietor
and offered to submit on any conditivns. The kitg gave them their
lives, and even formed a sclhieme for converting them from mortal
enemnies inte faithful subjects and confederates. . He knew that the
kingdom of Hast Anglia was totally desolated by the frequent inroads
of the Danes, and he now proposed to repoople it by settling there
Guthrum and his followers, who might serve hinvas a rampart against
any future inoursions of their countrymen. But Vefere he ratified

these mild conditions with the Danes, he réguired that they should -
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they were all admitted to baptl.sm (A D. 878). The kmg maweied
for Guthrom at the font, gave him the name of Athelstane, and
received him as his adopbed son. The success of this expedient
seemed to correspond to Alfred’s hopes, and the greater part of the
Danes settled peaceably in their new quarters. The Danes had for
somg years occupied the towns of Derby, Leicester, Stamford, Lin-
eolii, and Nottingham, and were thence calied the Fif or Ilive
Burghers, Alfred now ceded a considerable part of the kingdom of
Mereia, retaining however the western portion, or country of the
Hiwiccas, It Wo'uld howevcr, be an error to suppose that the Danes
became really the auh;ects &f Alfred. On the contrary they con-
tinued to form an independent state down to the latest times of the
Anglo-Saxon monarchy. The general boundary between the Danes
and Baxons was the old Roman road called Watling Street, which
ran from London across England to Chester and the Irish Channel,
the provinee of the Danes lying to the north and east of that road,
which was hence called Danelagh, the Danes’ community. The
Danes continually received fresh accessions of numbers from their
own country, and were able to bid defiance to all the efforts of the
Anglo-Saxon monarchs to reduce them to subjection.

§ 8. After the freaty with Guthrum, Alfred enjoyed tranguillity
for some years. He employed this interval in restoring order to
the state, which had been shaken by so many viclent convulgions ;
in eatablishing civil and military 1m=tnutmns, in composing the
minds of men to industry and justice; and in providing against
the return of like calamities. After rebuilding the ruined eitics,
particularly London, which had been destroyed by the Danes
in the reign of Ethelwolf, he established a regular militia for the
defence of the kingdom. He increased his fleet both in number
and stréngth, and trained his subjects in the practice as well of
suiling as of naval action, He improved the comstruction of his
vepsels, which were higher, swifter, and steadier than those of the
Danes, and nearly donbls the length, some of them having more
than 00 rowers, A fieet of 120 ships of war was stationed upon the
const ; and being yrovided with warlike engines, as well as with
expert senmen, both Frisians and English—for Alfred supplied the
delecis of his own subjects by engaging able foreigners in his service
—-maintained n superiority over those smaller bands with which
Bogland had so often been infested, But in the year 898 the
northern proviueos of France, into which Hasting, the famous

+ Danish ohief, lind penctrated, being afflicted with a grievous fumine,
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10 Danes set sail from Boulogne with & powerful fleet w ic
Lf]

o6mu-and of Hasting, land=d upon the coast of Kent, and

wofamit tha most destructive ravazes. It would be tedious to narrate
the events of this new Danish war, which occupied the attention of
Alfred for the next few years, It is sufficient to relate that, after:
repeated dofeats in different parts of the island, the small remains of
the Danes either dispersed themselves among their countrymen in
Northmmberland and East Anglia, or had recourse again to the sea,
where they exercised piracy under the command of Siegfrid, a North-
umbrian ; and that Alfred finally succeeded in restoring full tran-
quillity in England. He died (A.D: 901) in the vigour of his age and
the full strongth of his facultics, after a glorious reign of 29 yeas
and a half, in which he deservedly attained the appellation of Alfred
the Great, and the title of Founder of the English Monarchy.

§ 9. The merit of this prince, both in private and public life, may
with adventage be set in opposition to that of any monarch or
citizen which the annals of any age or any nation can present us.
His civil and his military virtues are almost equally the objects of
our admiration ; excepting only that the former, being more rare
among princes, as well as more useful, seem chiefly to challenge
our applanse. - Nature also, as if desirous that so bright a pro-
duction of her skill should be set in the fairest light, had bestowed
on him every bodily accomplishment, vigour of limbs, dignity of
shape and air, with a pleasing, engaging, and opén countenanee.
When Alfred came to the throne he found the nation sunk into
the grossest ignorance and barbarism, proceeding from the continued
disorders in the government, and from the ravages of the Danes,
The monasterics were destroyed, the monks butehered or dispersed,
their libraries burnt; and thus the only seats of crudition in these
ages wore totally subverted. Alfred himself complains that on
his accession ho knew not one person south of the Thames who
could so much as interpret the Latin service; and very few in the
northern parts who had reached even that pitch of erudition. But
this prince invited over the most celebrated scholars from all parts of
Furope ; he established schools everywhere for the instruetion of his
people ; and he enjoined by law all fresholders possessing two hydes
O_F'lam], or more, to send their childten to school for their instruc-
tion. The foundation, or, at leasl, the restoration, of the Tniversit
of Oxford, has sometimes been ascribed to him, but for this pmy.'
tension there seems to be no satisfactory evidence,” But the mosf
effectual expedient employed by Alfred for the encouragement ol
learning was his own «xample, and the assiduity with which, not-
withstanding the multiplicity and nrgency ofshis affairs, ke le\'! ovel
himself in the pursuits of knowledze. He ustally divided his tiny
into three equal portiovs’ one was employed in sleep and th
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1s body by diet and exercise; another in the despatch
A third in study and devotion; and that he might more
SN ure the hours, he made use of burning tapers of equal
length, which he fized in lanterns, ap expedient suited to that
rude age, when the geometry of dialling and the mechanism of
clocks and watches were totally unknown. And by such a regular
distribution of his time, though he often laboured under great bodily
infirmities, this martial hero, who fought in person 56 battles by sea
and land, was able, during a life of no extraordinary length, to
acquire more knowledge, and even fo compose more books, than most
studious men, though blessed with the greatest leisure and applica-
tion, have, in more fortunate ages, made the object of their nninter-
rupted industry. . He translated into Saxon the histories of Orosius
and of Bede; to the former of which he prefixed a deseription of
Germany and the north of Europe, from the narratives of the tra-
vellers Wulfstan and Ohthere. He also executed & version of
Boethins’ ¢ Consolation of Philosophy,” besides several other transla-
tions which he either made or caused to be made from the Con-
fessions of Bt Augustine, St. Gregory’s Pastoral Instructions,
Dialogues, &¢. Nor was he neglizent in encouraging the more
vulgar and mechanical arts. He invited from all quarters indus-
trious foreigners to repeople his country, which had been desolated
by the ravages of the Danes. He introduced and encouraged manu-
(actures ; and no inventor or improver of any ingenious art did he
suffer to go unrewarded. He prompted men of activity to betake

themselves to navigation, to push commerce into the most remote '

countries, and to acquire riches by Propagating industry among their
lellow-citizens. He set apart a seventh portion of his own revenue
for maintaining o number of workmen, whom he constantly employed
in rebuilding the oined cities, castles, palaces, and monasteries,
Hence, both living and dead, Alfred was regarded by foreigners, ne
lesa than by his own subjects, as the greatest prince after Charle.
magme that had appeared in Kurope during several ages, and as
one of the wisest and best that had ever adorned the annals of any
nation,

§ 10. The great reputation of Alfred, however, has caused many
of fhe institutions prevalent among the Anglo-Saxons, the origin
of which is lost in remote antiquity, to be ascribed to his wisdom :
such as tho division of England into connties, hundreds, and tith-
inga; the law of frankpledge ; trial by jury, &c.; some of which
were probably anterior, and others subsequent, to the time of
Alfred. Even the code of laws which he undonbtedly promulgated
wis little more than.n new collection of the laws of Ethelbart,
Offa, and Tna; into” which, with the assistance of his witan, or
vouricil, hie inserted only a fow enaotments of his own. The great
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of Alfred as a ruler lies not so much in his legislal

strict and vigorous administration of the laws wlrich a

d. ¢

§ 11. Alfred had by his wile, Ealhswith, daughter of a Mercian
earl, three sons and three daughters. The eldest son, Edmund,
died without issue in his father’s lifetime. The third, Ethelward,
inherited his father's passion for letters, and lived a private life.
The second, Edward, succeeded to his power, being the first of that

name who sat on the English throne,

Epwagp, 901-925.—Immediately on his accession, Edward, usually
called Edward the Elder, had to contend with Ethelwold, son of king
Iithelred, the elder brother of Alfred, who, insisting on his preferable
title to the throne, armed his partisans and took possession of Win-
burne. On the approach of Edward, however, Ethelwold fled first
into Normandy and thence into Northumbarl:md, where the people
declared for him; and having thus connected his interests with the
Danish tribes, he went beyond sea, and, collecting a budy of these
freebooters, excited the hopes of all those who had been aceustomec
to subsist by rapine and violence. He was also joined by the East
Anglian Danes and the Five Burghers ; but Edward overthrew them
in several actions, recovered the booty which they had made, and
compelled them to retire into their own country. All the rest of
Edward’s reign was a scene of continued and successful action agninst
them, in which he was assisted by the activity and prudence of his
sister Ethelfleda, widow of Ethelbert, earl of Mercia, . Edward died
in the year 925, and wns succeeded by Athalstane, his natural son—
his legitimate children being of too tender years to rule a nation so
much exposed both to foreign invasion and to domestic convulsions.

§ 12, ArnELsTANE, 925-940,—This monarch likewise gained
numerons victories over the Danes, and is jnstly regarded as one of
the ablest and miost aetive of the Anglo-Saxon prinees. He passed
many good laws, which for the most part were really new enact-
ments, and not, like many of those of preceding kings, mwers re-
petitions from older oustoms or codes, Among them was the
remarkable one, that a merchant who had made threo long voyages
on his own account should bo admitted to the rank of a thane
or gentleman. This shows that commerce wis now muere honoured
and encouraged than it had formerly besn, and implies at the same
time that some of the English cities had reached a considerable
piteh of prosperity and importance. At the same time & more ox-
tensive intercourse existed with the continent, s displayed by the
manifold relations of Athelstane with foreign ocourts, Beveral
foreign prinees were intrusted to his guardianship and educated at
his conrt, among whom was his own ncphew” Lounis, son of his
sinter Kdgiva and Charles the Bimple, king ol France, The latior,
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5 ong residence in England, obtained the name of Z
ener.  Besides his sister married to the king of Fran
Atholdlane had alsc bestowed the hand of three others on foreign
inces. Fadhild, or Ethilda, was married to Hugo th Greaf, count
of Paris, the founder of the Capetian dynasty ; another, Edgitha,
became the consort of Otho, emperor of Germany; and a third,
Hlgiva, espoused Louis, duke of Aquitaine.
§ 13. Epyuxp I, called the Elder, 940-946.— Athelstane died in
the year 940, and was succceded by his second brother, Edmund,
According to some accounts, Athelstano had caused the death of

Fdwin, the eldest of his legitimate brothers, whom he suspected of

aspiring to the crown, by sending him out to sea in an old crazy
boat without oars, and accompanied only by his armour-bearer,
Whatover may be the truth of this story, it is at all events certain
that Edwin perished at sea!

The short reign of BEdmnnd T, is distinguished by tiwo important
events. In order to insure tranquillity, he used the precaution of
rentoving the Five Burghers from the towns of Mereia, because it was
always found that they took advantage of every commotion, and
introduced the rebellions or foreign Danes into the heart of the King-
dom. He also conquered Cumberland from the Britons, and con-
ferred that territory on Maleolm, king of Scotland, on condition that
‘he shonld do him homage for it, and protect the north from all
faturc incursions of the Danes, Edmund was assassinated in the
year 946, by Leofu, a notorious robber, whom he had sentenced to
banishment, but who had the boldness to enter the hall where he
himgelf dined, and to sit at table with his attendants, On hig
refusing to leave the room when ordered, the king leaped on him,
and seized him by the hair; but the ruffian, pushed to extremity,
drew his dagger, and gave Edmund a wound of which he imme-
diately expired.

§ 14. Eprep, 946-055.—FEdmund left male issue, bt so young
that they were ineapable of governing the kingdom ; and his b

other
Tidred was clected to the throne by the wifan. The Teign of ' this

prinee, ag those of his predecossors, was disturbed by the rebellions
and incursions of the Dancs. After Fubduing them, Edred, in-
#ructed by experience, took greater precautions against their future
revolt, He fixed English garrisons in their most considerable towns,
and placed over themw an English governor, who might watch all
their motions, and suppress auy insurrection on its first appearance.
Bdred, though not unwarlike nor unfit for active life, Lad
Hlindly delivered over his consciencs to the guidance of Dunsian,
conunonly called 86, Dunstan, sbbot of Glastonbury, whom he ad-
vaneed to the highest offices, and who covared, under the appearance
of sanctity, the most violent smbition. Dunstan was born of nohle
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ts in the West of England ; and, being edneated under

m, then archbishop of Canterbury, had betaken hi

esiastical life, and had acquired some character in the

] nd. IZe was, however, represented to that prince as & man of

licentious manners ; and, finding his fortune blasted by these suspi-
cions, his ardent ambition prompted him to repair his indiscretions
by muming into an opposite extreme. He secluded himself entirely
trom the world ; he framed a cell so small that he could neither stand
erect in it nor streteh out his limbs during his repose; and he here
employed himself perpetually either in devotion or in manual labour,
By these solitary occupations his head was filled with chimeras which
might almost pass for insanity. But we may perceive, from many
examples, the intimate connexion that exists between fanaticism and
cunuing ; and Dunstan's future life shows that there was at least
considerable method in his madness. Supported by the character
tbtained in his retreat, Dunstan appeared again in the world, and
gained such an ascendant over Edred, as made him not only the
director of that prince’s conscience, but his counsellor in the most
momentous affairs of government. Finding that his advancement
had been owing to the opinion of his austerity, he professed himself
a partisan of the rigid monastic rules. A mistaken piety had pro-
duced in Italy a new species of monks, called Benedictines, who

| excluded themselves entirely from the world, renounced all claim

| to liberty, and made a merit of the most inviolable chastity. Their

. practices and prineiples, which superstition at first engendered, were

l ~ gicedily embraced and promoted by the policy of the court of Rome,
which perceived that the celibacy of the clergy could alone break off
entirely thoir connexion with the civil power, and, depriving them
of evary other object of ambition, engage them to promote, with un-
ceasing industry, the grandeur of their own order. Dunstan, after
introducing that reformation in the convents of Glastonbury and
Abingdon, endeavoured to render it universal in the kingdom.

P The progress of the monks was somewhat retarded by the death of

Edred, their partisan, ho expired in 955, after a reign of nine years.

His childven being infunts, his nephew Edwy,.son of Eamund, was
clected to the throne. .

§15. Epwy, 956-958.—Hdwy, at the time of his accession, was
not above sixteen or seventeen years of age, was possessed of the most
amiable figure, and was even endowed, according to authentic ac-
counts, with the most promising virtues. fle would have been the
favourite of his people had he not unhappily at'the commencement
of his reign been engaged in a controversy with the monks, who have
pursued his memory with the same unrelenting vengeance whieh they
' exercised against his person and dignity during lig short and unfor-
1~ _tonate reign. There wasa beautiful prineess of the royal blood, ealled
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who had made impression on the tender heart of Edwy ; al
Vyntured, contrary to the advice of his gravest connsello
Guse her, though she was within the degrees of affifiity pro-
by the canon Iaw. On the day of his coronatiod, his nobility
were assembled in a great hall, and were indulging themselves in
that riot and disorder which, from the example of their German
ancestors, had become habitual to the English, when Edwy, attracted
by his fondness for his wife, retired into the queen’s apartment.
Dunstan conjectured the reason of the king’s retreat; and carrying
along with him Odo, archbishop of Canterbury, over whom he had
gained an absolute ascendant, he burst into the apartment, up-
braided Edwy with his absence, probably hestowed on the queen the
most opprobrious epithet that can be applied to her sex, and, tearing
him from her arms, pushed him back in a disgraceful manner into
the banquet of the nobles,' Edwy, though young, and opposed by
the prejudices of the people, found an opportunity of taking re-
venge for this public insult. He questioned Dunstan concerning
the administration of the treasury, at the head of which he had
been placed by his predecessor; a reckoning which Dunstan
deemed it advisable to evade by flying to Ghent,

In these transactions it is impossible not to see more than the
history of a mere personal quarrel between the young king and
the abbot of Glastonbury. A revolution was evidently in pro=
‘gress—a struggle between the high church or Roman party, who
wished fo scize the supreme power in the state, and introduce a
new gystem of ecclesiastical discipline, and those who wera for
abiding by the old order of things. Dunstan and his party, who
were the innoyators, sought suppert in the Danish parts of the
kingdom, which were thie most ignorant and uncivilised, and
alwaye discontented with the government; and having excited a
rebollion in Mercia and East Anglia, and shortly afterwards in
Northumberland, they proclaimed Edgar, the younger brother of
Bdwy, as king. Dunstan now returned into England, and fook
upon himeelf the government of Edgar and his party. With the
consent of a witena-gemot assembled at Bradford, Dunstan re-
esived from the hands of Edgar the sees of London and Worcester,
and had the effrontery, or rather the profanity, to Jjustify this viola-
tion of the canons by the examples of St. John and St. Paul,
Even in the southern proviness, the ecclesinstical party now gained
the ascendency. Arclibishop Odo sent into the palace & party of
saldiors, who soized the queen, and, ha¥ing bumed her face with a
red-hot iron, in order to destroy that-fatal beauty which had sedneed
Edwy, they camied her by force into Ireland, there to remain in
porpetual exilo.  Ellwy, finding it in vain to vesist, was obliged to
oonsent Lo his divoree, which was pronounced by Odo s and a catas-
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&still more dismal awaited the unhappy Elgiva. Thata

56, being cured of her wounds, and having even obliterated
{Avith which Odo had hoped to deface her beauty, returned into
ngland, and was flying to the embraces of the king, whom she still
regarded as her husband, when she fell into the hands of a party
whom the primate had sent to intercept her. Nothing but her
death conld now give security to Odo and the monks, and the most
cruel ‘death was requisite to satiate their vengeance. She was ham-
strung, and expired a few days after at Gloucester, in the most
acute torments. The unhappy Edwy himself, who had been ex-
communicated, died shortly afterwards at the same place (a.D.
958), whether naturally or through the machinations of his enemies
is uncertain j and thus the triumph of the clergy and Benedictines
was complete. He was succeeded by his brother Edgar.

~ § 16. Epoar, 958-075.—O0ne of the first acts of Edgar after his
accession was to promote Dunstan to the archbishopric of Canter-
bury. In fact, Edgar, who was only about sixteen years of age at
the time of his accession, was completely governed by Dunstan and
the monks, who had placed him on the throne, and who, by their
pretensions to superior sanctity and purity of manners, had aequired
an ascendant over the people. - Of the first five years of his reign we
have no memorials, except of his passive co-operation in the ecclesi-
astical revolution then'in progress. To please the monks he depre-
ciated and degraded the secular clergy ; he favoured their scheme for
dispossessing the secular canons of all the monasteries; and he be-
stowed preferment on none but their partisans. Above forty Beno-
dictifie convents are said to have been founded by Edgar. These
merits have procured him the highest panegyrics from the mankish
historians, and he is transmitted to us not only under the character
of a consummate statesman and an active prince, but also under that
of a great saint and a ‘man of virtue.

If we eonsider Edgar's fortunate réign, he may perhaps be in soma
degreo entitled t6 the former portion of this enlogy. His reige was
undisturbed by any domestic tumult or foreign invasion of the
Daties; a rtesult which was probably in part owing to the large
armament, both military and uvaval, which® he constantly kept on
foot, and aldo to the fact that the Danes bad now obtained establish-
ments in the north of France, which it required all their super-
fluous ‘population to people and maintain,. Being thue freed from
disturbance on this side, Edgar was ensbled tq employ his vast
armaments against the neighbouring sovereigns; and the king of
Scotland, the princes of Wales, of the Tsle of Man, of the Orkneys,
and even the Northmen in Ireland, were reduced fo pay submission
to so formidable a monarch, But Bdgar was ardgant and vaine
glorivus, and abused his prosperity by degrading and insulting his
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Le onee appointed eight vassal kings to attend him
Z/and to row his barge upon the Dee fo the ah‘\l’acy of St. John
sDaptist, he himsell acting as the steersman ; whence, after offer-
ing up their prayers, they returned in the same order, ;

The eaintly part of Edgar's character he appears to have owed to
the unscrupulous gratitude of the monks towards their benefactor
for his conduct was licentious in the Liighest degree, and violated
every law, human and divine. Among other feats of the same kind,
hie broke into a convent, and carried off Editha, a nun, by force.

1t is stated that the extirpation of wolves in En gland was eflecte?
in this reign by converting the oney payment imposed upon the
Welsh princes into an annual tribute of 800 wolves’ heads; but
these animals were found in the island at a much later period,

§ 17. Edgar died in the year 975, in the thirty-third year his age,
leaving two sons : Fadward, aged thirtcen, whom he had lhad by his
first wife, Bthelfleda ; and Lthelred, his offspring by Elfrida, then
only seven. There ean be no doubt that the former had the best
claim to the succession ; and though Elfrida attempted to raise her
son to the throne, Edward was crowned at Kingston by the vigor-
ous policy of Dunstan,

Epwarp II,, called the MARTYR, 975-979.—The kingdom was
now again divided into two parties, and the short reign of Edward
presents nothing memorable excaopt the struggles between Dunstan
and the Benedictines on the one hand, and the secular clergy on
the other, who in some parts of Mercia succeeded in expelling
the monks, To gettle this controversy several synods were leld,
in which Dunstan is said to have worked sundry miracles,

The death of young Bdward was memorable and tragical, He
was hunting one day in Dorsetshire, and being led by the clasg
near Corfe-castle, where his step-mother, Elfrida, resided, he togk
the opportunity of paying her a visit, unattended by any of hig
retinae, and thereby presented her with the opportunity which ghe
liad so long wished for. After he had meunted his horse he
desived some liquor to be brought him : while he was holding
the cup to his mouth, a servant of Klfrida approachied and gave
him a stab behind, The prinee, finding himself wounded, put spurs
to his horse; but becoming faint by loss of blood, he foll from the
saddle, his.foot stuck in the stirrup, and he was dragaed along by
his unruly horse i) he expired. Being tracked by the blood, his
body was found and was privately interred at Wareham by his
servants. The youth and innocence of this prince, with his tragical
death, oblained him the appellation of * Martyr,” though his
murder had no connexion with any religious prineiple or opinion.

€ 18. Ermewngy 10, Y79-1016,—Ethelred I1., the son of Elfrida,

Ll
hpiqudréd foes, On the annual oceasion of his voyage 1
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¢ age of ten, Dunstan put the crown on the young mona
Taddt Kingston; but pronounced, it is gaid, a curse instead of'g
essing, Thehaughty prelate lived ten years longer, still retaining
the dignity of primate, but without so much influence as he had
formerly enjoyed. A period, however, was approaching, in which -
the heat of ecclesiastical disputes gave place to a more important
question respecting the very existence of the nation, Two or
three years after Ethelred’s accession, the Daues and Northmen,
who could no longer disburthen themselves on Normandy, began
to renew their incursions in England; and Ethelred’s long reign
presents little else than a series of struggles with those piraticas
invaders. He adopted the foolish and shameful expedient of buying
off their attacks, and thus only excited the hopes of the Danes
of subduing a people who defended themselves by their money,
which invited assailants, instead of by their arms, which repelled
them. In the year 992 the northern invaders, having by theil
previous incursions become well acquainted with the defenceless
condition of England, made a powerful descent under the com-
mand of Sweyn, king of Denmark, and Olave, king of Norway ;
and sailing up the Humber, spread on all sides their destructive
ravages. In the following year they ventured fo attack the centre
of the kingdom, and, entering the Thames in 94 vessels, laid siege
to London, and threatened it with total destruction. But the
citizens, alarmed at the danger, and firmly united among them-
solves, made a bolder defence than the nobility and gentry; and
the besiegars, after suffering the greatest hardships, were finally
frustrated in their attempt. They then carried their devastations
into other quarters, till they were bought off with 16,000 pounds of
silver, But in a few years they again returned, and in 987, and the
following year, committed dreadful devastations in various parts, till
bought off again with the payment of 24,000 pounds, This tributa
gave rise to an odions and oppressive impost, which, under the name
of Danegelt, or Dane-moncy, continued to be levied on the luity
long after the occasion for its imposition had ceased. Ubserving the
close connexions maintained among all the Dancs, however divided
in government ¢r situation, Ethelred, being now & widower, made his
addresses to Emran, sister to Richard II., duke of Normandy, in the
Liope that such an alliance might serve to check the inecursions of
{he Northmen. He succeaded in his suit: the princess came over
to Bngland and was married to Ethelred in 1001,

§ 10. Shortly after this marriage, Ethelred, from a policy inéi-
dent to weak princes, formed the cruel resolution of mu-rdering;
the Danes throughout his dominijons, Dut theagh almest all the
ancient historians speak of this massacre as if it had been universy),
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=
skntation of the matter is absolutely impossible, as the Da )
Apdost the sole inhabitants in the kingdoms of Northumbe

ad/Bast Anglia, and were very numerous in Meizia. T
nosity between the inhabitants of English and Danish race had,
from repeated injuries, risen to a great height; and especially
through the conduct of those Danish troops which the English
monarchs, from the superiority of their military qualities, had long
Leen accustomed to keep in pay. These mercenaries, who were
quartered about the country, and committed many violences, had
attained to such a height of luxury, according to the old English
writers, that they combed their hair once a day, bathed themselves
once a week, and changed their clothes frequently. Secret orders
were given to commence the massacre on the festival of St. Brice
(November 13th, 1002). The rage of the populace, excited by.so
many injuries, sanctioned by anthority, and stimulated by example,
gpared neither sex nor age, and was not satiated without the tortures
as well as death of the unhappy victims. Even Gunilda, sister to
the king of Denmark, who had married earl Paling, and had embraced
Christianity, was ecized and condemned to death by Fithelred, after
seeing her husband and children butchered before her face, This
unhappy princess foretold in the agonies of despair that her murder
would soon be avenged by the total ruin of the English nation.

§ 20, Never was prophecy better fulfilled, and never did barbarous
policy prove more fatal to its authors. Sweyn and his Danes ap-
peared the next year off the western coast, and took full revenge for
the slaughter of their countrymen; and Ethelred was twice reduced
to the infamy of purchasing a precarious peace. At length, towards
the close of 1013, Sweyn bumg '\E’il’tl.‘nﬂuy ﬂo"ereign of England’ and
the English nobility everywhere swearing allegiance to him, Ethelred,
equally afraid of the violence of the enemy and of the treachery of his
own subjects, fled into Normandy, whither he had sent before him
queen Emma and her two sons Alfred and Edward,

§ 21. The king had not been above six wecks in Normandy when
le heard of the death of Sweyn, who expired at Gainsborough before
lie had time fo establish himself in his newly acquired deminions,
The English prelates and nobility, taking advantace of this event,
sent, over a deputation to Nomnandy inviting Ethelred to return,
with which he complied, and was joyfully received by the people, in
the spring of 1014, On his deathbed at Gainsborough, Sweyn, with .
the approbation of the assembled Daues, named his son Cantte,* '
who had accompanied him in the expedition, as his successor. But
on the approach of Ethelred, who displayed on this oceasion an
unwontad celerity, Canute embarked with his forces for Denmark,

» Kout s the prdper orthography of the name. Candte is a onruption,
il should be pronousiced with the ateent on the last syllable.
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A of hope seemed now to dawn on England, Duf it
T Afanbient, Ethelred soon relapsed into his usual incapacif

Frry iy

olence; and the government became a scenc of internal feud,
treachery, and assassination. In 1015 Canute refurned with a large
fleet and landed in the west of England. Edmond, the king's eldest
son, made some fruitless attempts to oppose his progress; but nob
being supported by his father and the nation, was obliged to disband
the greater part of his army, and to retire with the remainder to
London, where Ethelred had shut himself up. Hither also Canute
directed his course, in the hope of seizing Ethelred’s person ; but
the king expired before his arrival, after an nuhappy and ingloricus
reign of 35 years.

§ 22. Epuoxp IroNsIDE, 1016.—By the small party who had re-
mained faithful to the royal cause, Edmond was now elected king,
whose hardy valour procured'ldm the name of Ironside. Meanwhile
Canute had arrived at London, where, as the bridge impeded his
operations, he caused a canal to be dug on the south benk of the
river, through which he conveyed his ships ; and also surrounded the
city on the land-side with a deep trench, thus hoping to cut off all
the supplies. But these measures, as well as a general assanlt, having
failed, Canute proceeded into the western districts, where Edmond
was engaging the Danes with considerable success. At length the
Danish and English nobility, equally harassed with these convulsions,
obliged their kings to come to a compromise, and to divide the king-
dom between them by treaty. Canute obtained Mercia, East Anglia,
and Northumberland, which he had entirely subdued; the southern
parts were left to Edmond. This prince was murdered abont a
month afterwards on the 80th of November, through the machina-
tions of Hdrie, the duke of Mercia, who thereby made way fo the
suceession of Canute the Dano to the crown of all England,

CHRONOLOGY OF REMARKABLE EVINTS,

A A.D, .

867. Descent of the Danes. ; 903. Descont of the Danes under
871. Accession of Alfved. Sweyn and Olave.

878, Alfred’s treaty with tue Danes. 1002, Massacre of the Danes.

901. Death of Alfred. v 1016, Canute shares the kingdom with
958, Dunstan, archbp, of Canterbury. Edmond Tronside.
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/)GICAL TABLE OF THE HOUSE OF CER

ancestor of the kings of England of the Saxon Line, and the ninth in
3 h gdom of Wessex A.p. 519. Cerdic died in 634 ;

i bert, the first king of England, 1s descended as fol'sws :—1. Cynrie,
of Wessox (r. 534-660). 2. Coawlin, of Wessex (r. 560-501). 3. Cutliwine,
‘Ceolwald. 6. Conred. 7. Ingild, s, Eoppa. 9, Eafa, 10. Ealbhmund,
King of Kent, whose son Eghert was eleeted to sucesed Brihirde in the kfngdom of
Weisex a.p, 800, 'T'he line &un Pprocesds as follows :—
EGRERT,
T, B00-£386.
m. l{:nidburh.
ETHELWOLF,
¥ 836-858.
m, 1. Osburh,
2. Judith,
: Lpi f ! n
Athelstane. ETHELBALD, ETHE BERT, ETHELRED, Eusel wyth. ALFLRED,
of8.E.of r.858-380, T. 860-866, T, BBG-8Y1, r. 871-901,
ing. d. 854), T Faed m, Ealhswizh
Ethelwold, d, 805, |
I
EDWARD the ELLER, & other :rhildren.

. 901-025.
m. 1. Eegwyn, 2. Elfieda, 4. Edgiva,
By his three marrisges Edward loft 15 chlidlmu. by 8 of whom he was succeeded,

i
&TH]Z!.ATANE. EDMUND, EI‘I_;{ED,

) iy Ty,
G Qnuad Gy el

T. 946-955,
m. 1, Elgiva,
2 Elbel eda,
RD{TT. EDGAR,
T. B65-858, L T. O68-075,
m. 1. E
2, Elfrida,
. i
—
E!}WARD‘II'H: MARTYR, ETHELRED,
(by Ethelfleda,) (by Elfrida,)
T, 875-079, . 972-1018,

m. 1, Eifieda. 2. Fmma of Normandy.
By these two marri Filelred had 14 children, of whom it will here be n
only to wmentloy 3, viz., Edmond, his eldest son by Eifleda; Alfred, his

ecigsary
eldest son by
Emms, murdered by Earl Gedwin; and Edward, surnamed the Confessor, hig

second pop
by the same wife, I
[= ] )
EDMOND IRONSIDE, Alfred, EDWARD ll:L CONFESSOR,
(by F18 (by Emma,) (by Emma,)
¥. April to Nov, 1016, oh, 1038, T. 1042-1068.
(T PRy tod by 1) s
e w nierry tha
Danish Line, T

i i
Fiimond, Fdward,
. Agatha (d. 1087).

Eilgnr Kl]mling legllnrot. Cliristing
(in v;h‘m the m.rhé:icoim. k. (anun) 3
ke Saxon o Hand, .
L bacnme 1
extinet), Matilda,
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Seal of Edward the Confessor. (Brillsh Museum.)
SIGILLYM EADWARDI ANGLORYM pasiukr; King seated with sceptre and sword.

CHAPTER IV.

DANES AND ANGLO-BAXONS FROM THE REIGN OF CAKUTE TO THR
RORMAN CONQUEST.

§ 1. Accession of Canute. First acts of his reign. Marries Emma of Nor-
mandy. § 2. Rise of earl Godwin, § 8. Canute’s devotion, His reproof
of his courtiers. § 4. He reduces the king of Scotland. His death, § 5.
Division of the kingdom, Reign of Harold Hurefoot, § 6 Reign of Har-
dicanute, §7. A ion of Edward the Confessor. § 8, Influence of the
Normans., Revolt and banishment of earl Gedwin. § 9, William duke
of Normandy visits England, HRelum of eéar]l Godwin: his death, Rise
of Harold. §10. Siward restores Malcolin, king of Scotland, § 11,
Edward invites his nephew from Hungary. § L2, Harold's visit to Nere
mandy. § 13, Harold reduces Wales; condemns his brother "Tosti,
Aspires to the succession. Death of Edward. § 14. His charncter,
§ 15. Accession of Harold, William ussembles a fleet and nrmy. Invasion
of Tosti and of Harold Hardrada. Battle of Stanford Bridge, § 16,
Norman invasion. DBattle of Hastings, Death of Harold,

§ 1. Caxurg, 1016-1035.—Edmond Ironside left a brother, Edwy,
wlo died in 1017, and two half-brothers, Alfved and Edwanl,
the sons of Ethelred by his second wife, Emma of Normandy ; &8

D3
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ly after his death, Canute convened a general assembly o
3 at London, and, having suborned some nobles to declare
that Edmond had never designed his kingdom to pass to his brothers, .
and had appointed himself to be tutor to his children, the states
put him in possession of the government. Canute sent Edmond's
children to his half-brother Olave, king of Sweden, it is said with

@ scoret request to put them fo death; but Olave, too generous to
comply, transmitted them to Stephen, king of Hungary, to be edu- .
cated at his court.

In order to secure his elevation, Canute had heen obliged to gratify
the chief of the nobility by bestowing on them the mogt extensive -
governments and jurisdictions.. He also found himself compelled” .
to load the people with heavy taxes in order to reward his Danish
followers : he exacted from them at one time the sum of 72,000
pounds, besides 11,000 which he levied on Tondon alons, But, like -
A wise prince, being determined that the English should be recort<
ciled to the Danish yoke by the justice and impartiality of his
administration, he sent back to Denmark as many of his followers
85 he could safely spare: he restored the Saxon customs in a“general
assembly of the states : he made no distinction between Danes and
English in the distribution of justice : and -he took care, by a strict
execution of ldw, to protect the lives and properties of all his people.

Alired and Edward, who were proteeted and supported by their

nnele Richard, duke of Normangy, afill gave Canute some anxiety,

In order to acquire the friendship of the duke, he paid his addreses
fo queen Emma, sister of that prince, and promised that he would
leave the children whom he should have by that marriage in pos-
session of the crown of England. Riohard ecomplied with his demand,
and sent over Emma to Bngland, where she was soon after married
to Canute, notwithstanding that he had been the mortal euemy of
her former husband, .
§ 2. When Camite had settled his power in England beyond,all
danger of a revolntion, he appears in 1019 to have made a voyage to
Denmark; and the necessity of his affairs cansed him frequently to
repeat it, in order to make head against the Wends,* as well as
) against the kinge“of Sweden and Norway. On one of these oega-
sions, earl Godwin, observing a favourable opportunity, attacked the
enemy in the night, drove them from their trenches, and obtained
& decisive victory over them. Next moming, Canute, seeing the
English camjs entirely abandoned, imagined that those disaffected
troops had deserted, and was agreeably surprised to find that they
were engaged in pursnit of the discomfited enemy. He was sg

* The name of Wendy is given by the Grstnans and Scandinavians to (hois
Selavonie neighbonrs,




§47-1035. HIS REPROOF OF HIS COURTIERS. g
%ith this success, and with the manner of cbtaining % l

gtofed his daughter in marriage upon Godwin, and trea

gfter with entire confidence and regard.

€3, This semi-barbarons monarch, who had committed number-
less murders and waded through slanghter to a throne, but who had
nevertheless many of the qualities of a great sovereign, sought toc
regain the favour of Heaven by employing himself in those exercises
of piety which the monks represented as most meritorions. He
built churches, endowed monasteries, and even undertook a pilgrim-
age to Rome. It appears, from a letter which he addressed to the
English clergy, that he must have been in that city in the year
1027, when Conrad, emperor of Germany, was also there for the
purpose of his coronation. He appears from the same letter to have
obtained some privileges for English pilgrims to Rome, and an
abatement of the large sums exacted from the archbishops for their
palls; but on the other hand he enforced a strict payment of St,
Peter’s pence and other ecclesiastical dues,

Canute’s celebrated reproof of his courtiers exhibits more moral
elevation. Some of his flatterers, breaking out one day in admiration
of his grandeur, exclaimed that everything was possible for him;
upon which the monarch, it is said, ordered his chair to be set on
the sea~shore while the tide was rising, and as the waters approached
he commanded them to retire, and
to obey the voice of him who was
lord of the ocean. He feigned to
sif some time in expectation of
their submission ; but when the
sea still advanced towards him,
and began to wash him with its
billows, he turned to his courtiers, Sitver Penny of Canute.
and remarked to them that every SRRV T ety JefG V1R 4
creature in the universe was fecble guge. Reverss: BEnivanp o 1ve, com.
and impotent, and that power re-
sided with one Being alone, in whose hands were all the elements
of nature, who could say to the ocean, Thus far shalt thou go and
no farther ; and who could level with his nod the most towering
piles of human pride and ambition.

§ 4. Tho only memorable action which Canute performed after
hig retwrn from Rome was an expedition against Maleolm, king of
Scotland, and his nephew, Duncan, king of Cumberland, whom ha
reduced to subjection (1030). Canute died at Shaftesbury in 1085,
leaving by his first marriage two sons, Sweyn and Harold, and by
Fmma another son, named, from his bodily strength, Hardi-Canute,
To the last he had given Denmark ; on Sweyn he had bestcwed
Norway; and Harold was in England at the time of his death,




Eporp 1. Hareroor, 1035-1040.—According to C ’

dim.etiAhe English throne; but the absence of that prince in Den-
ark, as well as his unpopularity among the Danish part of the
population, caused him to lose one-half of the kingdem. Leofrie,
earl of Mercia, asserted the pretensions of Harold, whose presence
in England was of great scrvice to his cause, whilst the powerful
carl Godwin embraced that of Hardicanute. A civil war was, how-
ever, averted by a compromise: it was agreed that Harold should
enjoy, together with London, all the provinces north of the Thames,
while the possession of the south should remain to Hardicanute ;
and till that prince should appear and take possession of his domi-
uions, Fmma fixed her residence at Winchester, and established her
authority over her son’s share of the partition,

Allred and Edward, Emma's sons by Ethelred, still cherished tha
hope of ascending the throne. HEdward sailed with 40 ships from
Barflenr, and made a descent at Southampton, but meeting with no
sympathy from the people was obliged to return. Alfred subse-
quently landed in Kent at the head of about 600 followers; but
being deceived by earl Godwin, who pretended to espouse his cause,
was by him decoyed to Guildford, where nearly all his followers
were murdered in the most cruel manner, he himself was taken
prisoner, his eyes wero put out, and he was conducted fo the monas-
tery of Ely, where he died soon after. This is the only memorable
action performed in the reign of Harold, who, from his agility, appa-
rently his only accomplishment, obtained the name of Harefoot. He
died on the 17th March, 1040,

§ 6. Hamproaxure, 1040-1042.—On the intelligence of his
brother’s death, Hardicanute immediately proceeded to London,
where he was acknowledged king of all England without opposition,
He was a poor intemperate sot, without any generous and regal, or
even manly, qualities. His first act was to disinter the body of
his brother Harold, with whom he was enraged for depriving him
of his share of the kingdom: the corpse, after decapitation, was
thrown into the Thames; but being found by a fisherman, was
buried by the Danes of London in their cemetery at St. Clements.
Little memorable occurred in the short reign of Hardicanute. He
ronewed the imposition of Danegelt, and obliged the nation to pay a
greab sum of mopey to the fleet which brought him from Denmarlk,
The discontents in consequence ran high in many places, and espe-
einlly at Worcester, which was set on fire and plundered by the
soldicrs. Hardicannte died suddenly about two years after his acces-
aion, whilst in the act of raising the cup to his Tips at a warriags
festival at Lambeth (4.0, 1042),

§ 7. Hpward rax CoNveesor, 1042-1066.—The death of Hardi-
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£ 5_1042.  EDWARD THE CONFESSOR.

§
i

osgecmed to present to the English a favourable opy
recovering their liberty, and for shaking off the Dani
e tdward was in England on his half-brother’s demise ; and
though the cliildren of Edmond Ironside were the true heirs of the
Saxon family, yet their absence in so remote a country as Hungary
appeared a sufficient reason for their exclusion, to a people like the
English, so little accustomed to observe a regular order in the suc-
cession of their monarchs. The claims of Edward were supported
by earl Godwin, who only stipulated that Edward should marry
his daughter Editha, which he afterwards performed. Edward was
ciowned King with every demonstration of duty and aflection ; and,
by thie mildness of his character, he soon reconciled the Danes to his
administration. !

One of thé first acts of Edward was to strip his mother Emma,
the .queen dowager, of the immense treasures which she had amassed,
He confined her, during the remainder of her life, in a monastery at
‘Winchester, but carried his rigour against her no further. He had
hitherto lived on indifferent terms with that princess, whom he
accused of neglecting himself and his brother during their adverse
fortune ; and as she was unpopular in England, the king’s severity,
though exposed to some censure, met not with very general dis-
approbation,

§ 8. But, though freed from the incursions of the Danes, the
nation was not yet delivered from the dominion of foreigners. The
king had been educated in Normandy, and had contracted many
intimacies with the natives of that country, as well as an affection
for their manners. The court of England was scon filled with
Normans, who, being distingnished both by the favour of Edward,
and by a degree of cultivation superior to that which was atfained
by the English in those ages, soon rendered their language, customs,
and laws fashionable in the kingdom. Above all, the chureh felt
tho influence of those strangers ; several were appointed to prelacics
and other high dignities, and Robert, a Norman also, was. promoted
to the see of Canterbury, Thus the subsequent Norman eonguest
Was in a great degree facilitated. These proceedings excited the
Jealousy of the English, and particularly of earl Godwin, This
Powerful nobleman, besides the southern parts of Wessex, had the
counties of Kent and Sussex annexed to his government, His eldest
80N, Sweyn, possessed the same authority in tae northem part of

Vessex, or the countics of Oxford, Berks, Gloucester, Somerset,
and Hereford; and Harold, his second sony was duke of East
Anglia, and at the same time governor of Fssex., The great antho-
rity of this family was supported by immense possessions and
Powerful alliances ; and the abilities, as well assambition, of Godiwin
himself, contributed to render it still more dangerous,




REVOLT OF EARL GODWIN, Crrapf1Vv.

s/mop long before his animosity against the Norman favo
jo/action, Bustace, count of Boulogne, having paid a

thtking, passed by Dover in his return; one of hig train, being
vofused entrance to o lodging which had been assigned him, at-
tempted {to make his way by force, and in the contest wounded the
master of the house. The inhabitants flew to assist the wounded
ynan 3 a tumnlt ensued, in which nearly 20 persons were killed on
each side ; and Eustace, being overpowered by numbers, was obliged
to save his life by flight from the fury of the populace. On the
" complaint of Eustace, the king gave orders to Godwin, in whose
government Dover lay, to punish the inhabitants ; but Godwin, who
desired rather to encourage than to repress the popular discontents
against foreigners, refused obedience, and endeavoured to throw the
whole blame of the riot on the count of Boulogne and his retinue.
TEdward, touched in so sensible a point, saw the necessity of exerting
the royal authority, and thrcatened Godwin, if he persisted in his
disobedience, to make him feel the utmost effects of his resentment.

Whatever may have been the fanlts or crimes of Godwin, he had
the good fortune, or rather perhaps the good policy, to appear in the
present conjuncture as the patrictic defender of the English cause
against the forefgn predilections of the sovereign. He had now gone
too far to retreat, and therefore he and his eons, Sweyn and Harold,
assembled their forces for the purpose of overawing the king, and
enforcing redress of the grievances of the nation. But, besides the
Godwin family, England was divided by two other mighty earls,
or dukes : * Leofric, whose government embraced the aneient king-
dom of Mercia; and Siward, whose sway extended over the kingdom
of Northumberland. These powerful noblemen, from jealousy of
Godwin, embraced the king's canse, and assembled a mumerous
army ; and when the southern earl and his sons approached London
with their forces to attend the witena-gemot appointed to be held
there, they found themselves outnumbered. Sweyn was declared an
outlaw by the witan; Godwin and Harold were summoned to take
their trial, but, refusing to appear unless hostages were given for their
safoty, they were ordered to leave the country within five days,
Daldwin, earl of Flanders, gave protection to Gedwin and his three
song, Sweyn, Gurth, and Tosti, the last of whom had married the
dsughter of that prince: Harold and Leofwin, his two other sons,
took shelter in Ireland, The éstates of the father and sons were con-
fiscated ; their governments were given to others; Queen Editha
was confined in a monastery at Warewel ; and the greatness of this
family, once 5o fommidable, secmed now to bo totally supplanted and
eyerthrown (1051),

§ 9. The Normananfluence was now again in the ascendant; and

* At this period the Latin title dws alternates with the Danich jarl (earl)

g



51049-1055. HIS DEATH — HAROLD — MACBETH. i3

he end of the year, William, duke of Normandy, palM kit
ety yard with a large retinue. But Godwin had fixed his a
00 firm a basis, and he was too strongly supported by alliances

ioth foreign and domestic, not to occasion further disturbances, and

make new efforts for his re-establishment.  Having fitted out a flect
m the Flemish harbours, and being joined at the Isle of Wight by
his son Harold with a squadron collected in Ireland, he entered
the Thames, and, appearing before London, where the people seemed
favourably disposed towards him, threw everything into confusion
(10562). The king alone seemed resoluts to defend himself to the
last extremity ; but the interposition of the English nobility, many
of whom favoured Godwin’s pretensions, made Edward hearken to
termas of accommodation, and it was agreed that hostages should be
given on both sides, At this news the Frenchmen fled in various
directions: the archbishop of Canterbury, and bishops of London
and Dorchester, succeeded in escaping into Normandy. At a great
witena-gemot held outside the walls of London, Godwin and his sons
were declared innocent of the charges laid against them, and wers
restored to their honours and possessions ; and thus the authority of
the crown was almost entirely annihilated. Godwin's death, which
happened soon after while he was sitting at table with the king,
prevented him from further establishing the authority which he had
acquired, and from reducing Edward to still greater subjection, His
son Sweyn had died on a pilgrimage to Jerusalem ; and Godwin
was therefore suceceded in his governments and offices by his son
Harold, who was actuated by an ambiticn equal to that of his
father, and was superior to him in address, in insinuation, and in
Virtue. By a modest and gentle demeancur he acquired the goodwill
of Edward, and, gaining every day new partizans by his bounty and
affability, he proceeded in a more silent, and therefore a more dan-
gerous, manner to the increase of his anthority.

§ 10. The death of Siward, duke of Northumberland, in 1055,
made the way still more open to his ambition. Siwurd, besides his
other merits, had acquired honour to Fingland by his successfiul
¢onduct in the only foreign enterprise nndertaken during the reign of
Edward, Duncan, king of Seotland, the successor of Malcohn, was
& prince of a gentle disposition, but possessed not the genius requisite
for governing a country so turbulent, and so much infested by the
intrignes and animosities of the great. Macbeth, the chief thane,
and nearly allied to the erown, not content with curbing the king’s
authority, carried still farther his pestilent ambition: he put hig
W\'emigﬁ to death ; chased Maleolm Kenmore, his son and heir, into
Fugland ; and nsusped the crown, Siward, whose daughter wags
Iaarried to Duncan, embraged, by Tidward's erders, the protection of
this distresged family : he marched an army into Scotland ; and
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ifed and killed Macheth in battle, together with se

who had taken refuge with him, he restored Malcolm

B ¢ of his ancestors. Soon after this achieverment Siward
diety and as his son, Waltheof, appeared too young to be intrusted
with the government of Northumberland, Harold’s influcnce obtained
that dukedom for his own brother Tosti,

§ 11. Meanwhile Edward, feeling himself far advanced in the
decline of hife, began to think of appointing & successor, and sent a
deputation to Hungary to invite over his nephew Edward, called
the * Outlaw,” son of his elder brother, Edmond Tronside, the only
remaining heir of the Saxon line. That prince, whose succession to
the erown would have been easy and undisputed, came to England
with his children, the atheling Edgar, Margaret, and Christina ; but
his death, which happened a few days after his arrival (1057),
threw the king info new.difficultics, He saw that the great power
and ambition of Harold had tempted him to aspire to the throne,
and that Edgar, on account of his youth and inexperience, was very
unfif to oppose thé pretensions of go popularand enterprising a vival,
I this uncertainty he secretly cast his eye towards his kinsman,
William, duke. of Normandy, as the only person whose power, and
reputation, and capacity, could support any destination which he
might make in Lis favour, to the exclusion of Harold and his family,

§ 12. According to some accounts, Edward chose Harold himsalf
as Lis ambassador to communicate to William the designs which he
entertained in his favour, and to deliver a sword and a ring as
pledges of his intention ; but though we may gather in general thai
Harold paid a visit to the court of the duke of Normandy, the
cirmn:sm;es attending it, and even the date, are involved in the
greatest obscurity.

William employed this opportunity to extort from Harcld a
promise that he would support his pretensions to the English
throne, and made him swear that he would deliver up the castle of
Dover, and sll the other strongholds in his earldom then garrisoned by *
Norman soldiers; and in order to render the cath more obligatory he
employed an artifice well suited to the superstition of the age. He
seoreily conveyed under the altar, on which Harcld agreed to swear,
the religues of some of the most revered martyrs ; and when Harold
hiad taken the cath, he showed him the reliques, and admenished
him to observe religiously an sngagement which had been ratified by
80 tremendous a sanction, The Bnglish nobleman was astonished 3
but, dissembling his concern, he renewed ihe same professions, and
Wwas dismissed with all the marks of confidence by the duke of
Normandy, who promised to maintain him in all hig Ppossessions,
and also to give him his daughter Adeliza in marriage,

§ 13. In what manner Harold observed this oath, which had been



3-1066. HAROLD ASPIRES TQ THE SUCCESSION.

see. Meanwhile, he continued to practise every art of
arity; afid fortune threw two incidents in his way by which
he was enabled to acquire general favour and to increase the character,
which he had already attained, of virtue and abilities. The first of
these was the reduction of Wales. The second related to his brother
Tosti, who had been created duke of Northumberland, but had
acted with such cruelty and injustice that the inhabitants, led by
Morcar and Edwin, grandsons of the great duke Leolvic, rose and
expelled him (1065). To Harold, who had been commissioned by
the king to reduce and chastise the Northumbrians, Morcar made
50 vigorous & remonstrance against Tosti’s tyranny, accompanied
with such a detail of well-supported facts, that Harold found it
prudent to abandon his brother’s cause; and, returning to Edward,
he persuaded him to pardon the Northumbrians and to confirm
Morcar in the government to which they bad elected him. Tle
even married the sister of that nobleman; and by his interest
procured Edwin, the younger brother, to be elected into the
government of Mercie. Tosti in rage departed the Kingdom,
Tﬂd took shelter in Flanders with earl Baldwin, his father-in-
aw. ;

By this marriage almost all England was engaged in the interests
of Harold ; and as he himself possessed the government of Wessex,
Morcar that of Northumberland, and Edwin that of Mercia, he now
openly aspired to the succession. Edward, broken with age and
infirmities, saw the difficulties too great for him to encounter; and
though his inveterate prepossessions kept him from seconding the
Prefensions of Harold, he took but feeble and irresolute steps for
8ecuring the succession to the duke of Normandy., While he con-
tinued in this uncertainty he was surprised by sickness, which
brought him to his grave on the 5th of January, 1066, in the 65th
¥ear of his age and 25th of his reign. By some authorities he is
8aid, on hig deathbed, to have appointed Harold his successor,

§ 14, This prince, who about a century after his death was
fanonized with the surname of * the Confessor,” by a bull of pope
Alexander 111., was the last of the Saxon line that ruled in Eng-
And.  Though his reign was peaceable and fortunate, he owed
his prosperity less to his own abilities than to the conjunetures of
e times, The Danes, employed in other enterprises, attempted
Dot those ineursions which had been so troublesome to all his
p{.cd’«‘-(!(‘ssorg, and so fatal to some of them. The fncilit)' of his
dmlmition made him acquiesce under the government of Godwin
and his gon Harold ; and the abilities, as well as the powar, of these
nolllcmen enabled the;u., while t}]ey were intrusted with authority,



