
( ’  \ J l l ? e'7  f *10 *"olmd cvcry  momentreason to regret h c rY iW i*
V *\ v^ # y ,? y try from whose manners the had in her early yotkltfsS—i

x''!i d rst imPressions-
Meanwhile Elizabeth employal herself in regulating the affairs 

of her own kingdom. She made somb progress in paying those "real 
debts which lay upon the crown; she regulated the coin° whieh°had 
been much debased by her predecessors; she introduced into the 
kingdom the art of making gunpowdoV and Jwass cannon ; fortified 
her frontiers on the side of Scotland ; m!Kk frequent reviews of the 
militia; promoted trade and navigation ; mM-go much increased >he 
shipping of her kingdom, both by building vessels of force herself 
aud suggesting like undertakings to the merchants, that she was 
justly styled the Restorer of Naval Glory and the Queen of the 
Northern Seas. It is easy to imagine that so great a princess, who 
enjoyed such singular felicity and renown, would receive proposals 
of naarnage from several foreign princes-as the archduke Charles, 
second son of the emperor; Casimir, son of the elector palatine 
Erie, king of Sweden; Adolph, duke of Holstein; and the earl o 
Arran heir to the crown ol Scotland. Even some . f her own sub- 
jeets, though they did not openly declare tlieir pretensions, enter- 
tamed hopes of success. Among the latter, the person most likely 
to succeed was a younger son of the late duke of Northumberland, 
n,rd Robert Dudley who by means of his exterior qualities, join,d 
t0 a id fallcie, had become in a manner herdeolared fa
vourite and had great influence in all her councils. But the queen 
gave all these suitors a gentle refusal, which still encouraged their 
pursuit; and she thought that, she should the better attach them to 
her interests U they wore stiff allowed to entertain hopes of succeed
ing in their pretensions. 1

§ 6. fPlie progress of the Reformaticm in France threatened not 
on y to involve that country m a evil war, but also to embroil other- 
nations in the quarrel the <* mgs produced in the political parties I 
of that country by the death of Francis II. i,a3 be,,, nl,.ca(ly mcn. 
tioned. The queen regent had fonned the projoot aC gmerohs bolli 
Parties by playing one against the other: for tie i *  was
the pretence, ambition and the love of power were the real motives 
of t!ie leaders. But faction, further stimulated by religious z< . : i j  

hatred, s on grew too violent to bo controlled. The constable Mont
morency, joined himself to the duke of Guise : the kin<r of Navarre 
embraced the. same party: and Catherine, finding hemal/ depressed 
by this combination, had recourse to Condo and the Huguenots,* as 
the French protectants were call* d, who gladly embraced the oppor- 
tun.ty of fortifying themselves by her countenance and protection.

* Tills word is n corruption o< the Qsmiiui Ehtocnotarii. i. e. “ boa: 1
tOHAlhnv liy With. '
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1 I jSmdfij fepligny, and the other protrsbmi h-aders, cFserabwiAuk* 
V’ jV pu l flew to arms: Guise and Montmorency got p J

\Jp'cffyM/king’s pergon, and constrained the queen-regent to cinhrncc 
^ ^ h e t fp a rty : fourteen armies were levied and put in motion in dif

ferent parts of France: and each province, each city, each family, 
was agitated with intestine rage and animosity. The prince of Cond4 
applied to Elizabeth for assistance, and offered to put Havre into the 
hands of the English. This offer was accepted by Elizabeth. An 
English army took possession of the town, and rendered important 
service to the Huguenots. But the captivity of Condd and Mont
morency, who were soon afterwards taken prisoners in battle, and 
the assassination of the duke of Guise, made both parties anxious for 
peace ; and the Huguenots accordingly concluded a treaty with the 
queen-mother without consulting Elizabeth. The English queen 
however refused to surrender Havre, and si. .- sent orders to the earl 
of Warwick, the commander of the town, to prepare himself against 
an attack from the now united power of the French monarchy. The 
plague however crept in among the English soldiers; and being 
increased by their fatigue and had diet, it made such ravages that 
Warwick found himself obliged to capitulate, and to content himself 
with the liberty of withdrawing his garrison. To increase the mis-j 
fortune, the infected army brought the plague with them into Eng
land, where it swept off great multitude%7pairt'culnrly in tho city of 
London. About 20,000 persons there died of it in one year. Eliza-' 
both was now glad to compound matters; and as the queen-regent 
desired to obtain leisure, in order to prepare measures for the exter
mination of the Huguenots, a treaty of peace was concluded between 
the two countries.

§ 6. In tho convocation which assembled in 15C3 the last hand 
was put to the Reformation in England, by tho establishment of 
the 39 Articles in The 1brm in which they now exist. The peace 
Etili continued with Scotland: and even a cordial lViembhip ;-amed 
to have been cemented between Kliza.beth . 1 Mary. rl hose prin
ces :e8 made profession of the most entile affection, wide amicable 
letters every week to each other, and had adopicd, hi .ill appearance, 
the sentiments as well as style of sisters. Bui Mary’s close con
nexion with tho house of Guise war. the ground of just ami I■. :n- 
mountable jealousy to Elizabeth. She always tol l the qiveii of 
Beats that mi Liny would satisfy her but her espousln : some Im-hii.-!! 
nobleman ; and shu at last named lord llotert "Dudley, now created 
ext. 1 -/i." Leicester, aa thn person on whom she desired that Maivs 
choice should fall. The earl of Leicester, the great and powerful 
favourite of Elizabeth, possessed all those exterior qualities which 
arc naturally alluring to tho fair sex; a handsome pursqp, a »,dice 
address, aud insinuating behaviour ; and by means of these ace .til- 
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/fy ho had boon able to blind even the peneliSti™'|rf
(*  I EpSbetm and conceal from her the great defects, or ratlicVg^ols
V i \ A ^ y i i / c l i  attended liis character. IIo was proud, irisolA , 1 

aiqjatioua; without honour, without generosity, without 
liulnamty ; and atoned not for these bad qualities by such abilities 
or courage as could fit him for that high trust and confidence with 
which she always honoured him. Her constant and declared 
attachment to him had naturally emboldened him to aspire to her 
hand; and in order to make way for these nuptials, he was univer
sally believed to have murdered, in a barbarous manner, his wife, 
the heiress of one ftobsart. The proposal of espousing Mary was by 
no means agreeable to him ; and he always ascribed it to the con
trivance of Cecil, his enemy. The queen herself had not any serious 
intention of effecting this marriage: the earl of Leicester was too 
great a favourite to be parted with ; and when Mary seemed at last 
to hearken to Elizabeth’s proposal, this princess receded from her 
■offers. After two years had been spent in evasions and artifices, 
Mu y ’s subjects and counsellors, and probably herself, began to think 
it full time that some marriage were concluded; and lord Damlcy, 
son of the earl of Lenox, was the person selected for lier consort, 
lie was Mary’s cousin-german, by the lady Margaret Douglas, niece 
to Henry V III., and was, after Mary, next heir to the crown of 
England.* He had been bom and educated in England, where the 
carl of J-.er.ox bad constantly resided, since be bad been banished by 
tl v prevailing power of the house of Hamilton. Elizabeth used all 
her efforts to prevent this marriage. She ordered Darnley imme
diately, upon liis allegiance, to return to England ; threw the 
countess of Lenox and her second son into the Tower, where they 
suffered a rig nous confinrrai n t; seized all Lenox’s English estate ; 
aod though it was impossible for her to assign one single reason for 
her displeasure, she menaced, and protested, and complained, ns if 
she had suffered the most grievous injury in the world. The 
marriage was celebrated on Julj 29, 15115. It also gave great 
offer.re to tho Scottish reformers, because the family of Lenox was 
licliev. d to adhere to the cat lie faith ; and though Damlcy, who 
now bore the name of king Hepry, went often to the established 
cliurcli, he could not, by this exterior compliance, gain the con
fidence and regard of the ecclesiastics. The earl of Murray, the half- 
brother of Mary, being an illegitimate son of James V., and other 
Scottish lord.', being secretly encouraged by Elizabeth, hail n course 
to arms. Hut ti e nation was in no disposition for rebellion. The 
l 'iig and queen advancing to Edinburgh at the head of their army, 
the rebels found themselves under a necessity of abandoning their 
country, and of taking shelter in England. Elizabeth, win -  she 

* fee the geti'”Uugical table, o. 238.
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event so much to disappoint her expectations, li£ u iiT  
disavow all connexions with the Scottish nialcontenR^jpl 
y hy a sudden and violent incident, which, in the ^

i the ruin of Mary herself that they were saved from the 
ho low.

§ i. The marriage of the queen of Scots with lard Dnfflley was so 
natural and so inviting in all its circumstances, that it had been 
Precipitately agreed toby that princess and her council; and while 
3 e Was allured by bis youth and beauty and exterior accomplish- 
'U:i. s“e had at first overlooked the qualities of his mind, which 
IrirTf0 <sl>onded to the excellence of his outward figure. She 
......, u bim with benefits and honours; hut having leisure after-
of her °  r' mar^ hia. wra.kneaa am! she began to see tiie danger 
with * Iirofu:i0 liberality, and was resolved thenceforth to proceed 
His rcs°r* uscrve in the trust which she should confer upon him. 
încrease 1l ''n^-* aSainst this prudent conduct served but the more to 
neglects *° • '3gtist; and the young prince, enraged at her imagined 
the cau veng«*nce against every one whom he deemed
in tb 'S 01 t*1‘8 c' !ange in her measures and behaviour. There was 
extra ° r ° Ur<; Pno ^ avbl EiS5i°> who had of late obtained a very 
Scot ° r< TUary ^c° rco ° i  confidence and favour with the queen of 
mils'5' x Wa3 a Piedmontese of mean birtli, son of a teacher of 
dist']0 Jar>'’8 secreiary for Flench desj niches having incurred her 
quen**81*16’ s^e Promote(i Rixzio to that oflici.-, which gave him fre- 

. ' opportunities of approaching lier person and insinuating him*
W i-lnt0 ^er iavour- The favourite was of a disagreeable figure, but 

3 rot llast ins youth; and though the opinion of his criminal 
1̂ r(‘sl>oudence with Mary might seem of itself unreasonable, if not 

for ̂ th *  E" ^ ' c’5n5 husband could find no other means of accounting 
Lit - '  ̂ ' avlBh and imprudent hindness with winch she honoured

EuaiQ> wuo had connect' 1 his interests with the Roman eathohes, 
as the declared enemy of the banished lords; and hy promoting the 
0 '-lit prosecutions against them, ho had exposed himself to the 

animosity of their numerous friends and retainers. Morton, the 
'•-‘Ucellor, insinuating himself into Dam ley’s confidence, employed 

hig art to inflame the discontent and jealousy of that prince; and 
. e Persuaded him that the only means'-of freeing himself from the 

j under whioh fa* laboured was to bring the base Btr\
^  fate which lie had so well merited. George Douglas, natural brother 

countess of Lenox, the lords RiUl ven and Lindesoy, and even 
«arl of Lenox, the king’s father, concurred in the sane advice.

: ^oasenger was despatched to the banished lords, who were hover- 
o near the borders ; and they were invited by the king to return 
tbeir native country. The design, so atrocious in itself, was

1? *



I I im|j|red) Still more so by tho circumstances which attcndW ^  I  
V■ A eiggtijn i; J Mary, who was in the sixth month of her pregi.q^cjf £ J 

\%^vasrtt™ing in private (March 9, 1566) with Kizzio and others of 
T&Serfants. The king entered the room by a private passage, and 
stood at tho back of Mary’s chair: lord Ruthvcn, George Douglas, 
and other conspirators, being all armed, rushed in after him; and 
the queen of Scots, terrified with the appearance, demanded of them 
the reason of this rude intrusion. They told her that they intended 
no violence against her person, but meant only to bring that villain, 
pointing to Kizzio, to his deserved punishment. Bizzio, aware of 
the danger, ran behind his. .mistress, and, seizing her by the waist, 

i.er for protection ; while she interposed in his behalf, 
with cries, and menaces, and entreaties. The impatient assassins, 
regardless of htjr efforts, rushed upon their prey. Douglas, seizing 
Henry’s dagger, stuck it in tho body of Bizzio, who, screaming with 
fear and agony, was tom from Mary hy tho other conspirators, and 
pushed into the anle-chamher, where he was despatched with fifty- 
six wounds. The unhappy princess, informed of his fate, imme
diately dried her tears and said, she would weep no more, she would 
now think of revenge. The insult, indeed, upon her person; the 
stain attempted to he fixed on her honour; the danger to which her 
life was exposed on account of Ecr pregnancy, were injuries so 
atrocious and so complicated, that they scarcely left room for pardon, 
even from tho greatest lenity and mercy.

Mary shortly afterwards brought forth a son, in tho castle of Edin- 
burgh (June 19). This event caused the English parliament again 
to press Elizabeth for some settlement of tho succession, at which she 
expressed her high displeasure, and eluded the application. It also 
gave additional zeal to the English party which favoured Mary’s 
claims. The friends of the queen of Scots multiplied every day; 
and most of the considerable men in England, except Cecil, seemed 
convinced of the ncccisity of declaring her tho successor. But all 
these flattering prospects were blasted by the subsequent incidents ; 
where Mary’s egregious indiscretions, or rather atrocious crimes, 
threw her from tho height of her prosperity, and involved her in 
infamy and iraxuin.

The earl of Bjitkwell, of a considerable family and power in Scot
land, but a man of profligate manners, had of late acquired the favour 
and entire confidence of Mary; and all her measures were directed 
by his advice and authority. Boports wore spread of more particular 
intimacies between then.; and these reports gained ground from the 
continuance or rather increase of hat hatred towards her husband.
That young prince was reduced to such a state of desperation by the 
neglects wliich he underwent from his queen and the courtiers, that 
he had once resolved to fly secretly into Branca or Spain, and had

I
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\5 V S rciyr^?viJe^ a vessel for that purpose. Suddenly, lowev^g^ai-
\’.^\ŝ feP6$enphd to lie reconciled to him, after his recovery' from a 1

Shc-lived in the palace of Holyrood-house, hut for some 
-pettson an apartment was assigned him in a solitary house at some 
distance, called the Kirk of Field. Mary here gave him marks of 
hindness and attachment; she conversed cordially with him, and 
she lay come nights in a room below his ; but on the 9th of February 
(1567) she told him that she would pass that night in the palace, 
because the marriage of one of her servants was there to be celebrated 
iu her presence. About two o’clock in the morning the whole 
town was much alarmed at hearing a great noise, and was-still 
more astonished when it was discovered that the noise came 
bom the king’aJhoiise. which was blown up.by gunpowder; that 
bis dead body was found at some distance in a neighbouring field ; 
and that no marks, either of fire, contusion, or violence, appeared 
upon it.

No doubt could be entertained but Henry was murdered; and 
general conjecture soon pointed towards the earl of Bothwell as the 
author of the crime. But as his favour with Mary was visible, and 
his power great, no one ventured to declare openly his sentiments. 
Mary’s subsequent conduct justified these suspicions. 1 ho earl of 
Lenox demanded speedy justice on his son’s -si sins. M.vry t< k 
bis demand very literally, assigned only 15 days for the examination 
°f the matter, and cited Lenox to appear and prove his charge. But 
that nobleman was afraid to trust himself in Edinburgh ; and as 
neither accuser nor witness appeared at the trial, Bothwell was 
acquitted. In the parliament which met two days atter, he was the 
porson chosen to carry the royal sceptiv ; and no notice was taken of 
the king’s murder. On its dissolution, several of the nobility signed 
a paper promising to support Bothwell, and recommending him to/ 
the queen, m  her husband. Shortly afterwarda, Mary having gone 
to Stirling to pay a visit to her son, Bqlbwcll assembled a body of 
800 horse, on pretence of pursuing some robbers on the borders, and, 
ha\ ing waylaid her on her return, he seized her person near Edin
burgh un(Beamed her to Dunbar, with an avowed design of forcing 
her to yield to his ] Sir James Mclvill, one of her retinue,
was earned'along with her, and says not that ho raw any signs of 
reluctance or constraint: he was even informed, as he tells us, by 
Bothwell’s officers, that the whole transaction was managed in 
concert with her. Bothwell was married to a sister of the carl of 
Huntley; but a suit for a divorce between Bothwell and his wife 
wag opened at the same instant in two different or rather opposite 
courts—one being popish, the other proteslant; was pleaded, exa
mined, and decided in four days; and a sentence of . ro-
mnmecd. The marmgo was solemnised by the bishop of Orkney
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l ’  \ U$M -17 ) 'iH protestant, who was afterwards deposed by ths clXuSk I
V i\f^gs,ieaydalous compliance. I / 1  J

Ny^T&<p=otcstant teachers, who had great authority, had long homo 
tmrarmnosity to Mary, and the opinion of her guilt was, by that 
means, the more widely diffused, and made the deeper impression on 
the people. Some attempts mado by Bothwell, and, as is pretended, 
with her consent, to get the young prince into his power, excited tho 
most serious attention ; and the principal nobility mot at Stirling, 
and formed an association for protecting the prince, and punishing 
the king’s murderers. Having levied an army, they met the faces 
of the queen and Bothwell at Carberry Hill, about six miles from 
Edinburgh. Mary soon became sensible that her own troops dis
approved of her cause, and she saw no resource hut that of putting 
herself, upon some general promises, into the hands of the con
federates. She was conducted to Edinburgh, amidst the insults of tho 
populace, who reproached her with her crimes, and even held before 
her eyes a banner, on which were painted the murder of her husband, 
and the distress of her infant son. Meanwhile Bothwell fled unat- J  

tended to Dunbar; and eventually made his escape to Denmark.
§ 8. The queen of Scots was sent under a guard to the castlo of 

Lochlevcn, situated in the lake of that name. Elizabeth seemed 
touched with compassion towards the unfortunate queen ; and sent 
sir Nicholas Throgmorton ambassador to Scotland, in order to 
remonstrate both with Maty and tire associated lords. He was 
instructed to express to her Elizabeth’s high dissatisfaction at her 
conduct, but at the same time to declare that the late events had 
touched Elizabeth’s heart with sympathy, and that she was deter
mined not to see her oppressed by her rebellious subjects. At tbo 
same time lie was to demand that tho punishment of Damley’s assas
sins should be intrusted to Elizabeth, and that Mary’s infant son 
should be sent into England to bo educated. But the associated lords 
were determined to proceed with sovi rity, and they thought proper, 
after several affected delays, to refuse the English ambassador all 
access to Mary. Some were even of opinion that the captive qui-cn 
should be publicly tried and imprisoned for life, or capitally punished. 
Having selected the carl of Murray for regent, who possessed the 
confidence of the more zealous reformers, three instruments wore 
sent to Mary, by one of which she was to resign the crown in favour 
of her son, by another to appoint Murray regent, by the third to 
make a council which should administer the government until his 
arrival in Scotland. The queen of Scots, seeing no pros] ret of relief, 
was prevailed on, after a plentiful effusion of tears, to sign these three 
instruments; aua in consequence of this forced resignation, the 
young pt'i. e. was proclaimed king by the name of James VT. He 
was soon after crowned at Stirling (July 20, 1567), and the earl of
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1 * \ took, in his name, tho coronation oath ; in which \ p ^ i ls e
\xy t*h j ate heresy was not forgotten. The carl of MurraykmxL»edJ

..ytojyafter from X ranee, and took possc-ion of his high office. Ho 
T w d  a visit to the captive queen, in which he treated her with groat 
harshness ; and the parliament which he assembled, after voting that 
sire was undoubtedly an accomplice in her husband’s murder, con
demned her to imprisonment, ratified her resignation of tho crown, 
snd acknowledged her son for king, and Hurray for regent. But 
many of tho principal nobility from various motives, and all who 
retained any propensity to tho Homan catholic religion, formed a 
party in favour of the queen. Meanwhile Mary had engaged, by her 
charms and caresses, a young gentleman, George Douglas, brother to 
the laird of Locldeven, to assist her in escaping. Ife conveyed her 
in disguise into a small boat, and himself rowed her ashore (May 11, 
1568). Sho hastened to Hamilton, whero her adherents had already 
asscrabled; and in a few days an army of 6000 men was ranged 
under her standard. The regent also made haste to assemble forces ; 
nnd notwithstanding that his army was inferior in number to that 
<jf the queen of Scots, he took the field against her. A  battle was 
fought at Langside, near Glasgow (May 13), which was entirely 
decisive in favour of the regent, and was followed by a total dis
persion of the queen’s party. That unhappy princess fled south
wards from tho field of battlo with great precipitation, and at last 
embraced the resolution of taking shelter in England. She em
barked op board a fishing-boat in Galloway, and landed the same 
day at Workington, in Cumberland, about thirty miles from Carlisle ; 
whence she immediately despatched a messenger to Lou*!, n, Wifi ty
ing her arrival, desiring leave to visit Elizabeth, and craving her 
Protection, inconsequence of former professions of friendship made 

. ber by that princess.
§ 9. Elizabeth now found herself in a situation when it was 

become necessary to take some decisive resolution with regard to her 
treatment of the queen of Scots; and upon the advice of Cecil it 
was determined that M..rv should he detained iu custody, and 
brought to trial for her husband’s murder. A  message wan accord
ingly sent to her at Carlisle, expressing the queen’s sympathy with 
her in her late misfortunes, but stating that her request cf being 
allowed to visit Elisabeth could not be complied with, till she hail 
cleared herself of her husband’s murder, of which she was so strongly 
accused. Eo unexpected a chock threw Mary into tears ; and tho 
necessity of her situation extorted from her a declaration that, she 
would willingly justify herself to her sister Iron, U imputations, 
fjld would submit her cause to the arbitration of so good a friend. 
Ibis concession, which M ’ry could scarcely avoid without an 
acknowledgment of guilt, was the point expected and desired by
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\* \ imnjediatcly. despatched a message to the regen I
V^^^w®pd^;n«niinng him both to desist from the further prosecuti(k-*-«—i  

\%Ji|^«Jii<ien’s party, and to send some persons to London to justify 
liiS^cOnuuct with regard to her. Murray might justly he startled at 
receiving a message so violent and imperious; hut as his domestic 
enemies were numerous and powerful, and England was the sole ally 
which he could expect among foreign nations, ho found it prudent 
to reply that ho would willingly submit the determination of his 
cause to Elizabeth.

As the queen of Scots had subsequently, as well as before dis
covered great aversion to the trial proposed, and as Carlisle, by its 
situation on the borders, afforded her great opportunities of contriving 
her escape, she was removed to Bolton, a seat of lord Scrope’s in 
Yorkshire. Thd commissioners appointed by the English court for 
the examination of this great cause were the duke of Norfolk,* the 
earl of Sussex, and sir Balph Sadler. It would he impossible within 
our limits to enter into the details of this important trial. After it 
had proceeded some time, it was transferred to Hampton Court; and 
sir Nicholas Bacon, lord-keeper, the earls of Arundel and Leicester, 
lord Clinton, admiral, and sir W . Cecil, secretary, were added to 
the English commissioners. The regent Murray, alarmed at first by 
reports of Elizabeth’s partiality for tho queen of Scots, had kept back 
the most grievous part of the accusation against her; but, being T ’ 
encouraged by tho assurances of Elizabeth, at length accused her in 
plain terms of being an accomplice with Bothwell in iho assassina- h 
tion of the king: the carl of Lenox too appeared before the com- . 
missionevs, and, imploring vengeance, repeated Murray’s charge. To' 
diis public and distinct accusation Mary’s commissioners refused to 
reply; and they grounded their silence on very extraordinary reasons.
They had orders, they said, from their mistress, if anything wore 
advanced that might touch her honour, not to make any defence, 
as she was a sovereign princess, aud could not bo subject to any 
tribunal: and they required that she should previously be admitted 
to Elizabeth’s presence, to whom, and to whom alone, she was 
determined to justify her innocence. As if the conferences had 
been begun with any other end than to clear her from the accusa
tion:; of her enemies I But Elizabeth’s ministers, not satisfied with 
tills evasion, end desirous to have proofs of Mary’s guilt, summoned 
Marray before them, and reproved him, in the queen's name, for 
the atrocious imputations which he had the temerity to throw upon 
liis sovereign. Murray, thus urged, made no difficulty in producing 
the proofs of his charge against the queen of Scots ; and among tho 
mst some love-letters and sonnets of hers to Bothwell, written all in 
her own bnrd, and two other papers, one written in her own hand,

* Son of the er r! of Surrey executed by Henry VIII.
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\E \ J||]̂  7 ' -Esubscribed by her and written by the earl of Huntlej^^Acli
con̂ â ne(i a promise of marriage with Bothwe|lAnmjJj_j 
pretenued trial and acquittal of that nobleman. These 

papers, which had been intercepted when the associated lords in ere 
besieging the castle of Edinburgh, contained incontestable proofs of 
Mary’s criminal correspondence with Bothwell, of her consent to the 
king’s murder, and of her concurrence in the violence which Both- 
well pretended to commit upon her. The objections made to their 
authenticity are, in general, of small force; but were they ever so 
specious they cannot now be hearkened to, since Mary, at the time 
"  hen the truth could have been fully cleared, did, in effect, ratify 
th'n evidence against her, by recoiling from the inquiry at the very 
critical moment, and refusing to give an answer to the accusation of 
her enemies. Her commissioners, as soon as Murray opened his 
charge, endeavoured to turn the conference from an inquiry into a 
negotiation, and never would make any reply.

Elizabeth, though she had seen enough for her own satisfaction, 
was determined that the most eminent persons of her court should 
also be acquainted with these transactions, and should be convinced 
°f the equity of her proceedings. She ordered her privy council, 
together with some of the principal nobility, to be assembled; all 
the proceedings were laid before them : and on the whole, Elizabeth 
told them, that, as she had from the first thought it improper that 
Iary> after such horrid crimes were imputed to her, should be 

admitted to her presence before she had in some measure justitied 
herself from the charge, so now, when her guilt was confirmed by 

^any evidences, and all answer refused, she must, for her part, 
persevere more steadily in that resolution. Elizabeth next told the 
'l.Ueen of Scots’ commissioners that she must regard Mary’s resolu- 
t;,JU of making no r plv at all as the strongest confession of guilt; 
n°r could they ever be deemed her friends who advised her to that 
Method of proceeding. The queen of Scots had no other subterfuge 
than still to demand a personal interview with Elizabeth, a con- 
cession which, she was sensible, would never be granted. Orders 
"ere now given for removing the ipreen ol Scots from Bolton, a place 
surrounded with catholics, to Tutbury, in the county of Stafford, 
where shown; put under the custody of the earl of Shrewsbury. 
Elizabeth promised to bury everything in oblivion, provided Mary 
Would agree, either voluntarily to resign her crown, or to associate her 

with her in the government; tho administration to remain, 
during his minority, in the hands of the earl ot Murray. But that 
kfgh-spirited princess refused all treaty upon such terms, and , 
‘helured that her last words should he those of a queen of Scotland.
. § 10. Soon after the trial of the queen of Scots, the ambition and 
tmprnd,.nco of the duke of Norfolk engaged him in a scheme for
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r. I hk, which1 is said to have been suggested to him b^itM I
X̂ TtgEEfĉ Mray. Mary expressed no aversion to the proposal; kt/A—̂

X^y -ta&iSpposition of Elizabeth was anticipated, Norfolk, previously 
to applying for her consent, gained the approbation of the most 
considerable of tho nobility to his scheme. Even the cnrl of 
Leicester, Elizabeth’s declared favourite, pretended to enter zealously 
into Norfolk’s interests, and wroto a letter to Mary, which was also 
signed by several of the first rank, recommcifctmg Norfolk for her 
lmshand, and stipulating conditions for the advantage of both Bn 
donut Mary returned a favourable answer to this application, and 
Norfolk employed himself with new ardour in the execution of Ms 
project. And though Elizabeth’s consent was always supposed 
as a previous ^ndition to the finishing of this alliance, it was 
apparently Norfolk’s intention, when he proceeded such lengths 
without consulting her, to render his party so strong that it should 
no longer be in her power to refuse it. She was acquainted with 
the conspiracy through Leicester, and frequently warned the duke; 
to beware on what pillow be reposed his head ; but he never had the 
prudence or the courage to open to her Ms full intentions.

Norfolk was a protestant; but among the nobility and gentry that 
seemed to enter into Ms views there were many who were zealously 
attached to the catholic religion, and who would gladly, by a com
bination with foreign powers, or even at the expense of a civil war, 
nave placed Mary on tho throne of England. The earls of North
umberland and Westmorland, who possessed great power in tho 
north, were leaders of this party; and with other noblemen formed 
a plan for liberating Mary. Norfolk discouraged, and even in 
appearance suppressed, these conspiracies; and in order to repress 
the surmises spread against 1dm, si«ke contemptuously to Elizabeth 
of the Scottish alliance. But the suspicions of the government being 
awakened, be was committal !•' the' Tower, under the custody of sir 
Henry Nevil; and several other noEIemeu wero taken into custody.
The queen of Scots herself was removed to Coventry; all access io 
her was, during somo time, more strictly proMbited , and viscount 
Hereford was joined to the earls of Shrewsbury and Huntingdon in 
tho office of guarding her.

The earls of Northumberland and Westmorland now attempted a 
- v.-hich was put down without striking a blow; and the leaders 

fled into Scotland. Great severity was exercised against such ns had 
taken part in (Ms rash enterprise. But the queen was so well 
pleased with Norfolk’s behaviour, who, though in confinement, had 
railed levies for Tier service, that she released him from tho Tower, 
allowed him to live, though under some show of confinement, in liis 
own house, and only exacted a promise from him uot to proceed any 
farther in Ms negociatious with the queen of Scots.
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( i f  jfl|pX%C3-1570. RISE OK THE PURITANS.

l .  V -plisabeth now found that slio had iv-ason to expect hp|®jtiln-
so long as the Scottish queen remained a prison^-ftAer* 

.n iA da; and she entered into a negotiation with Mtuxay respecting 
her liberation. It is probable that she would have been pleased, on
any honoumblo or safe terms, to rid herself of a prisoner who gave
her so much disquietude. But all these projects vanished by the 
sudden death .of., the regent, who was assassinated, in revenge of a 
private injury, bv a gentleman of the name of Hamilton (Jan. 23, 
1570). By the death of the regent, Scotland relapsed into anarchy. 
Mary’s party assembled themselves together, and made themselves 
pasters of Edinburgh: but Elizabeth despatched an army into 
Scotland to check their progress. Her subsequent policy v.as full 
of duplicity. She played one party against another, and seemed 
sometimes to favour Mary, sometimes the party which had set up 
tho young king ; and allowed them to choose his grandfather, Lenox, 
as regent. The queen of Scots could not but perceive Elizabeth’s 
insincerity; and finding all her hopes eluded, was more strongly 
incited to make, at all hazards, every possible attempt ior her liberty 
Bnd security. An incident also happened about this time which 
tended to widen tho breach between Mary and Elizabeth, and to 
increase the vigilance and jealousy of tho latter princess. Pope 
i ius V., who had succeeded Paul, issued a bull of excommunication 
against Elizabeth, deprived her of all title to the crown, and absolved 
her subjects from their oaths of allegiance (April 25, 1570”). John 
■k °lton affixed this bull to the gates of the bishop of London s palace ; 
and scorning either to fly or deny the fact, he was seized and con
demned, and received the crown of martyrdom, lor which he seems 
to have entertained so violent an ambition.

§ H. It. was at tliis period that the sen of the puritans, who were 
afterwards to play so great a part in the affairs of England, first 
ĥ gan to make themselves considerable. It is computed that during1 
tho Marian persecutions 800 protestants sought an asylum in Ger̂  
^ n y  and Switzerland. Among them were many who, like Hooper, 
had been desirous of carrying reforms in tho church of England, 
especially in tho matter of ceremonies and vestments, further thru 
Oranmer had done; and disputes upon these points broke out in 
1554 among the Marian exiles settled at Frankfort. Tho exiles 
carried their quarrels back with them into England after the acces
sion of Elizabeth, where they were the origin of dissent, or “  tho 
^paration.”* These controversies had already excited such ferment 
among the people, that in some places they refused to frequent the 
churches where the habits and ceremonies were used; would not 
Salute the conforming clergy ; and proceeded so far as to revile thorn

* For an account of the “ Troubles of Frankfort” and origin of dissent in 
the English church, see Dyer’s Life of Calvin, c.h. xii.

■ e° ^ \



to spit in tlicir faces, and to use them with all nm nih j A. J 
QQjfctjJmely. But there was another set of opinions adopted hy 

tKesoTnnovators, which rendered them in a peculiar manner the object 
of Elizabeth’s aversion. The same bold and daring spirit which ac
companied them in their addresses to the Divinity, appeared in their 
political speculations; and the principles of civil liberty, which, during 
some reigns, had been little avowed in the nation, and which were 
totally incompatible with the present exorbitant prerogative, bad been 
strongly adopted by this new sect. Indeed so absolute was the au
thority of the crown, that the precious spark of liberty was kindled and 

‘ preserved by the puritans alone ; and it is to them that the English 
owe the whole freedom of their constitution. Elizabeth neglected no 
opportunity of depressing those zealous innovators ; and while they 
were secretly countenanced by some of her most favoured ministers,
Cecil, Leicester, Knolles, Bedford, Walsingham, she was never, to' 
the end of her life, reconciled to their principles and practices.

§ 12. The affairs of religion were in that age not only the cause 
of internal seditions and rebellions in various states, but also played 
a great part in the foreign policy of kingdoms. The cause of the 
queen of Scots was identified with that of the Roman catholic party 
in Europe, and was secretly favoured by the courts of France and 
Spain ; and Elizabeth therefore could not regard with indifference 
the events that were passing in those countries. In France tho 
ware of religion had already broken out, and the respective heads of 
the Roman catholic and Huguenot parties had fallen in the open 
field; tlm constable Montmorency on the plains of St. Denis, tlic 
duke of Condd at the battle of Jarnac. But their places were 
supplied by leaders of equal zeal and ability. The young duke of 
Guise was destined to oclip: e the fame of Ins father; whilst, on the 
other side, the indomitable admiral Coligny had placed the young 
(.,.iide and the prince of Navarre, then only Ifi, a! the head of 
the Huguenots. To tho latter party Elizabeth had. secretly lent 
assistance; but in 1570 the court of France concluded a hollow 
peace with them, which was only intended to lure them to a surer 
and more fatal destruction. Among the other artifices employed to| 
lull the protestants into a fatal security, Charles IX. of Franco, 
affected to enter into close connexion with Elizabeth. The better to 
deceive her, proposals of marriage were made her with the (juice of 
Anjou; terms of the contract were proposed, difficulties started and 
rmioved; and the two courts, equally insincere, though not equally 
culpable, seemed to approach ev ery day nearer to each other in 
their demands and concessions. The queen had several motives 
fur dissimulation. Besides the advantage of discouraging Mary's 
partisans by the prospect of an alliance between France and Eng
land, her situation with Philip demanded her utmost vigilance and
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I ( ntijif. and the violent authority established in t A ^ L o *
\VA ^^>tt)taynnndo her desirous of fortifying herself even with j
\ ̂ o f  a now confederacy.

'^~ .;Sw lip  had left the duchess of Parma governess of the Low 
Countries ; and the plain good sense and good temper of that prin
cess, had she been intrusted with the sole power, would have pre
served the submission of those opulent provinces, which were lost 
iom that refinement of treacherous and barbarous politics on which 

. 10 ki"g  of Spain so highly valued himself. The cruelties exercised 
m the name of religion, and tho establishment of tho inquisition,
’-id excited a disposition to revolt; and Philip determined to lay 
aad of the popular disorders as a pretence for entirely abolishing 

e Privileges of the Low Country provinces; and for ruling them 
wnceforth with military and arbitrary authority. In tire execution 

tk‘3 violent design he employed the duke of Alva, a proper 
“ '•'truiuent in the hands of such a tyrant. A ll the privileges of the 
Provinces, the gift of so many princes, and the inheritance of so 
tnany ages, were openly and expressly abolished by edict; arbitrary 
an!1 3anguinary tribunals erected ; the counts Egmont and Horn, in 
spite of their great merits and past services, brought to the scaffold ; 
multitudes of all ranks thrown into confinement, and thenco 
covered over to the executioner; and notwithstanding tho pence- 

? ’ e submission of all men, nothing was heard of hut. confiscation, 
Imprisonment, exile, torture, and death. Elizabeth gave protection 
0 ak the Flemish exiles who took shelter in her dominions ; and as 

!;a»v  of these wero the most industrious inhabitants of tho Nether- 
ands, and had rendered that country celebrated for its arts, she 
|°aped the advantage of introducing into England some useful manu- 
actures, which were formerly unknown in that kingdom. She 

“ so Sl‘iz"d some Genoese vessels which were carrying a large sum of 
money to Alva, and which had been obliged to take refuge in Ply. 
mouth and Southampton. These measures led to retaliations; but 
nothing cudd repair the ioss which so well-timed a blow inflicted on 
toe Spanish govomment in the Low Conntries.
. 8 13. Alva resolved to revenge the insnlt by exciting a rebellion 
Iu England, and procuring the marriage of the dtiko of Norfolk with 
the queen of Scots. Norfolk, finding that he had lost the confidence 
and favour of Klir.ibelh, was tempted to violate his word, and to 
'lien anew his e m ss- u l nco with tho queen of Scots. A  promise of 
marriage was renewed between them, and the dtiko was induced to 
give ft,-,, consent to enterprises still more criminal. It was agreed 
tl’at the duke of Alva should land with a largo body of troops at 
hirwich, where the duke of Norfolk was to >■ — them with .ill his 

hiondg. should thence march directly to London, and oblige the 
lueen to submit to whatever terms the conspirators should please to
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\ • \ yMkta TpoA her. The conspiracy, however, was discovered by I
Of Norfolk’s, who, being intrusted with a bag of gold kuif 

fki transruission to Scotland, became suspicious, anu carried
the letter to Cecil (now lord Burleigh). Three of the duke’s agents 
were arrested, and confessed the whole truth when tortuicd. The 
duke was brought to trial, and was condemned of treason by a jury ! 
of 26 peers. The queen long hesitated to sign his death warrant, J 
but at last, at the instance of the Commons, he was executed (June!
2, 1572). The earl of Northumberland, being delivered up to tlie 
queen by the regent of Scotland, was also, a few months after, 
brought to the scaffold for his rebellion.

The queen of Scots was either the occasion or the cause of all 
these disturbances ; but as she was a sovereign princess, Elizabeth 
durst not, as yet, form any resolution of proceeding to extremities 
against her. The parliament was so enraged against her, that tbo 
Commons made a direct application for immedia'e trial and execu
tion. Elizabeth, however, satisfied with showing Mary the dispo
sition of the nation, sent to the House her express commands not to 
-deal any further at present in the affair of the Scottish queen.

§ 14. Shortly afterwards there was perpetrated at Paris (Aug. 24, 
1572) that inhuman slaughter of the protestauts which, from tho 
day of its execution, has been called the massacre of St. Bartholo
mew. The admiral Coligny, together with about 500 noblemen and 
gentlemen, and nearly 10,000 persons of inferior rank, were 
butchered on this occasion. Charles, in order to cover this barba-

Mefjfll ot Pope Gregory SUL oommemorettng tho .of St.
Obv.; GttEooiuvs . xnt . io sr . max . a . . i :  bait to left- Bov.. 
si uxors , 1672 : an angel slaying the Huguenot*.

rous perfidy, pretended that a conspiracy of the Huguenots to seize 
his person bad been suddenly detected, and that ho had been neces
sitated, for his own defence, to proceed to this seventy against them, 
no scut orders to Pension, bis ambassador in England, to ask an 
audience and to give Elizabeth this account of the late transaction.
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1 * l sgliic cjifabn Beard Bis apology without discovering any visib\3|M>- 
indignation. She blamed the conduct of Charles, BuVJyjlg_J 

ApVyJbio of the dangerous situation in which she now stood, she did 
not think it prudent to reject all commerce with him. She there
fore allowed even tho negociations to be renewed for her marriage 
with the duke ofAlcncon, Charles’s third brother : those with tho 
duko of Anjou had already been broken off. The nobility and > 
gentry of England indeed were roused to such a pitch of lescntment, 
that they offered to levy an army of 22,000 foot and 4000 horse, to 
transport them into France, and to maintain them six months at 
their own charge; but Elizabeth, who was cautious in her measures, 
a’id who feared to inflame further the quarrel between the two reli
gions by these dangerous crusades, refused her consent, and mode
rated the zeal of her subjects. But Elizabeth’s best security lay in 
the strength of the Huguenots themselves. The sect which Cliarl. s 
lad hoped at one blow to exterminate bad soon an army of 18,000 

on foot, and possessed in different parts of France above 100 
castles, or fortresses. By tbc death of Charles (May 30, 

1374) without issue, at the age of 25, tho crown devolved to his 
rotlier, the dukeef Anjou, now Homy I I I . ; but his counsels veic 

directed by the duke of Guise and bis family. Henry was desirous 
of increasing his power by acting as umpire, between tho two parties. 
Guise, however, having formed the famous League, which, without 
paying any regard t > the royal authority, aimed at the ontiro sup
pression of the Huguenots, the king was forced to declare himself 
Jhe head of it. Elimbeth scerdff? “Supported the Huguenots; but 
it was some years before any important transactions took place 
Between her and France.

The affairs of the Netherlands were in as di.mrbed a state as 
those of France. In 1572 the provinces of Holland and Zealand 
revolted from the Spaniards and tho tyranny of Alva. ’The prince 
° f  Orange, who bad been declared a rebel, and whoso ample posses
sions in the Low Countries bad been confiscated, emerged from his 
retreat in Germany to put himself at tho bead ot the insurgents; 
&nd "by unitirr' tlie revolted cities in a league, ho laid tho foundation 
Of that illustrious commonwealth, tho offspring of industry and 
liberty whose arms and policy long made so signal a figure m every 
transaction of Europe. Tho history of the memorable struggle of the 
prince of Orange against the duke of Alva and his successors cannot \ 
Be related in this“place. The Hollanders, anxious to secure the 
assistance of Elizabeth, offered her the possession and sovereignty of j 
their provinces, if she would exert her power in their defence. But 
as an open war with the Spanish monarchy was the apparent conse- 
flncuce of her accepting this offer, she refused, in positive terms, tho 
sovereignty proffered her; and she at present confined her efforts hi
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l . V f*f«% ^ v.°pr to an attempt at a mediation with Philip. Tint I
\^vy8»§^fMnvards, Elizabeth, seeing from the union of all tlio pro- *  

Xjjinfisfitin fair prospect of their making a long and vigorous defence 
igamst Spain, no longer scrupled to embrace the protection of their 
liberties; she concluded a treaty with them in which she stipulated 
to assist them with 5000 foot and 1000 horse, and to lend them 
100,000/., on receiving the bonds of some of the most considerable 
towns of tho Netherlands, for repayment within the year (1577)

§ 15. Dining those years, while Europe was almost everywhere in 
great commotion, England enjoyed a profound tranquillity— owing 
chiefly to the prudence and vigour of the queen’s administration and 
to the wise precautions which she employed in all her measures 
By means of her rigid economy she paid all the debts which slio 
round on the efrowu, with their full interest, though some of these 
debts had teen contracted even during the reign of her father 
Some loans, which she had exacted at the commencement of her 
reign, were repaid by her-a  practice in that age somewhat un- 
l̂sua3* ^ unn"  ™is peaceable and uniform government England 
furmshes few materials for history; and except the small part which 
Elizabeth took m foreign transactions, there scarcely passed an}*- oc
currence which requires a particular detail.

1 hilip, though he had not yet come to an open rupture with the 
queen, was every day, both by the injuries which he committed and 
S .fr rod, more exasperated against her. That he might retaliate the 
assistance which she gave to his rebels in the Low Countries, he had 
sent, under the name of the pope, a body of trooos into Ireland, for 
the purpose of fomenting a rebellion (1579). When the English 
ambassador made complaints of this invasion, he was answered bv 
like complaints of the piracies committed by Francis Drake, a bold 
seaman, who liad assaulted tho S|aniards in the place where they 
deemed themselves most secure, in tho New World. Drake, with 
the qu un’s consent and approbation, set sail from Plymouth in 
1527, with four ships and a pinnace, on board of which were 164 
able, sailors. He passed into the South Sea by tho Straits of Ma
gellan, and, attacking the Spaniards, who expected no enemy in 
those quarters, he took many rich prizes, and prepared to return 
with the Imoty which he had acquired. Apprehensive of being inter- 
erpted by tho ei my ifhe took tho sarao way homewards by which 
he had reached the Pacific Ocean, ho attempted to find a passage by 
'lie north of California ; and failing in that enterprise, he set sail for 
the I'N't Indies, and returned safely by the Capo of Good Hope.
He was the first Englishman who sailed round tho globe, and the 
first commander-in-chief s for Magellan, whose ship executed the 
same adventure, died in Ids passage. His name became celebrated 
on account of so bold and fortunate an attempt: but manv, appro-
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V• V rosentment ° f  the Spaniards, endeavoured to p8 »a|e
that it would be more prudent to disavow the entkqJiAj-^ 
Drake, and to restore the treasure. But Elizabeth, who 

^bulled valour, and was allured by the prospect of sharing in the. 
u°ty, determined to countenance that gallant sailor: she conferred 

him the honour of knighthood, and accepted of a banquet from 
nm at Deptford, on board the ship which had achieved so memo
rable a voyage.

§ Bh 1 he duke of Alonpon, now created duke of Anjou, had never 
cntucly dropped his pretensions to Elizabeth ; and that princess, 

tough her suitor was nearly 25 years younger than herself, and had 
no knowledge of her person but by pictures or descriptions, was still 
p cased with the image which his addresses afforded her ol love and 
liT* ei? e8S* '^ le duko .of Anjou, encouraged by the accounts sent 
v ”£  queen’s prepossessions in his favour, paid her secretly a 

sjpat Greenwich; and after some conference with her, the pur- 
though *3 nofc known, he departed (1579). It appeared that, 
bcinw ^ ^ lre was n°t advantageous, In had lost no ground by 
m' P^onally known to her ;.and soon after she commanded her 
^ misters to draw up the towns of a contract of-marriage, which 
pj.'s ke celebrated after the ratification of the articles,
a" 1ZCl 3Ĉ 1* however, though she had proceeded thus far, betrayed 
‘ constant vacillation of purpose; and not only the court ol 
m̂ nce, but Walsingham himself, Burleigh, and all her wisest 
in r SkTSj 'Voro hi amazement, doubtful where this contest between \ 
T|C 'na^on and reason, love and ambition, would at last terminate. 
a 10 ^^ates of the Netherlands chose the duke of Anjou their 
g Corner; and having been successful in raising the siege of Cam- 
-1< >) he put Ids army info winter-quarters, and came over to Eh

order to prosecute liis suit to the queen. The reception 
' 1!p  he met with made him expect entire success. In tho midst 
, *ho pomp which attended the anniversary of her accession (Nov. 
s t} she was seen, after long and imimate d.scourse with him.
1° *ake a ring from her own finger, and put it upon Ins ; and nil the 
'dictators concluded that in this ceremony she had given him a 
Promise of marriage, and was even desirous of s’guifying her inten- 
!0tis to all the world. But the combat of her sentiments was not 

entirely over, her ambition, ns well as prudence, rousing itself by 
intervals, still filled her breast wjlh doubt and hesitation ; and 

was observed to pass several nights without any sleep or 
B. At last her settled liahity of prudenoe and ambition j 

Vadcd over her temporary- inclination ; and having sent fur the duke 
Anjou, she had a long conferonoe with him in private, where site 

. ^  opposed to have made him apologies for breaking her forme? 
*'n£agomenfs He expressed great disgust on ids leaving l:.n*; threw
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\ • \  tno ting which she had given him, and uttered many cursej^i I .
\% xttrci:irn^ahi 1 i ty of women, and of islanders (1582). 

x!S% ■fy'0 /Several conspiracies in which the Jesuits were active, some 
real, others imaginary, had excited the suspicion and vigilance of tlio 
government, and were imputed to tie intrigues of the queen of 
Scots ; and ns her name was employed in all of them, the "council 
thought that they could not use too many precautions against the 
danger of her claims, and the restless activity of her temper. An 
association was set on foot by the earl of Leicester and other 
courtiers, to defend the queen, to revenge her death, or any injury 
committed against her, and to exclude from the throne all claimants, 
by whose suggestion, or for whose behoof, any violence should be 
offered to her majesty. The queen of Scots was sensible that this 
association wks levelled against her; and to remove all suspicion 
from herself, she also desired to subscribe it. Elizabeth, that she 
might the more discourage malcontents, by showing them the con
currence of the nation in her favour, summoned a new parliament, 
and she met with that dutiful attachment which she expected (Nov.
23,' 1584). The association was confirmed by parliament, and a 

^lause was added, by which the queen was empowered to name 
/ commissioners for the trial of any pretender to the crown, who 
should attempt or imagine any invaston, insurrection, or assassina
tion against her. And for the greater security, a council of regency, 
in case of the queen’s violent death, was appointed to govern the 
kingdom, to settle the succession, and to take vengeance for that act 
of treason, A Severn law was also passed that all Jesuits and popish 
priests should depart the kingdom within 40 days ; and the exercise 
of the catholic religion, which had formerly been prohibited under 
lighter penalties, and which was in many instances connived at, was 
totally suppressed. In 1508 a popish seminary for refugee priests 
had been established at Donav, under the auspices of Philip, and 
directed by the Jesuits, whence the priests were continually passing 
Into England, to keep alive the expiring faith, and sometimes to 
excit,: sedition. Thus Parsons and Campion, two Jesuits, had made 
themselves busy in England in 1581, respecting pope Pius’ hull of 
excommunication: and the latter, having been detected iu treason
able practices, was publicly executed. Hence the necessity for these 
new laws.

But the most material subject agitated in this session was the 
court of .accUslasl'oal commission, and the oath ex officio, as it 
was called, exacted by that court. This is a subject of such im
portance as to merit some explanation. The first primate after the 
quoen’s accession was Parker, a man rigid in exacting conformity 
to the established worship, and in punishing, by tine or depriva
tion, all the puritanical clergymen who attempted to innovate any
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i (  habits, ceremonies, or liturgy of the ch u r^^ l^ ll
■ Ch"^ £ af .° in, anil was succeeded by Grinds!, who, as hcfTmA j  

inclined to the new sect, was with great. difficulty brought 
\l_jj55®cute the laws against them, or to punish the nonconforming 

of ? ? ’ . declined obeying the queen’s orders for the suppression
a n t T f cs2/i’,i?s, or the assemblies of the zealots in private houses; 
ae 01 tuis offence she had, by an order of the star-chamber, 
to l ,CS erCl̂  ' llm r̂0In >̂3 irchiepiscopal function, and confined him 
deterr " -" 'i ^ouse’ Upon his death, which happened in 1583, sho 
she Imu , u°k to fall into the same error in her next choice; and 
ftalisedT- a zeal°us churchman, who had already sig-
to con ' W r °n in °°ntroversy, and who, having in vain attempted 
their mC° l5ur*tans by argument, was now resolved to open 
his ail?CS i?  Powcr’ and by the execution of penal statutes. By 
any o f 'ft ■ ffueen issued a new commission more arbitrary than 
aPPoint 10 *°nner, and conveying more unlimited authority. 8he 
i i t i s s i or "  commissioners, 12 of whom were bishops : 3 com- 
tended CrS ma<̂ e a quorum, and the jurisdiction of the court ex- 
more °Tei " le "'hole kingdom, and over all orders of men, though 
Were lcu âr'y directed against the clergy. The commissioners 
w d f,0,ni)cavered to visit and reform all errors, heresies, schisms; 
uiothod? WC.ro directed to make inquiry, not only by Ihe legal 
wp,jcj s, °* jutics and witnesses, but by all other means and ways 
an- 1 l°y could devise. Where they found reason to suspect 
hy w v  T>n’ *'le^ m‘oht administer to him an oath called ex officio, 
he ob*l'C ' i Waa k°un^ uuswer all questions, and might thereby 
word f f?  t0 accllse himself or his most intimate friend. In a 
eia :s court was a real inquisition, except that it could not 
'nerd? hu'ture. Censure and deprivation were its visual punish- 
tk a; iutd sometimes it resorted to fino and imprisonment; but 
roc, ’ 08 wcl1 as tho whole constitution of the court, were always 
ti° 38 illegal by the courts of law. In a speech from the 
fo r? 0 ^  end *h® sessi°n the quecu reproved the Commons 
,.j , pUehing upon this grievance in their petition; and so far from 
of*) ^  to l' ie displeasure of tho psiliament, granted, before the end 

«  reign, a new commission, in which she enlarged, rather than 
^'Ued, the powers of tho commissioners. The act against

C.SU,'S and seminary priests was violently opposed by one Pmn- 
10 had received tho queen’s pardon for a crime by which he waa 

xPOsed to capital punishment. Having obtained, permission to 
ravel, ho retired to Milan, where, according to bis own confession,
_ persuaded hy a Jesuit that lie could not perform a more 

l®*1torious action than to take away the life of his sovereign and 
. ue.actress s and his design, having been communicated to the 
pe through cardinal Como, received (he approbation of tho holy
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1 Whcr. Ida liis return to England Parry communicated liis M c jr  I  
\- \  t j  Neville, by whom it was betrayed to the ministers, an p y £  j  

\^''-waAq0jtideimicd and executed as a traitor (1585)
• "I'd'S. These bloody designs now appeared everywhere as the 
result of that bigoted spirit by which the two religions, especially 
the Roman catholic, were at this time actuated. About the same 
time Baltazar Gerard, a Burgundian, undertook and executed the 
same design against the prince of Orange; and that great mail 
perished at Delft, by the hands of a desperate assassin. The 
states of the Netherlands now renewed their offer to Elizabeth, of 
acknowledging her for their sovereign, on condition of obtaining 
her protection and assistance. Elizabeth declined this proposal; hut 
being determined not to permit, without opposition, the total sub
jection of thp revolted provinces, she accepted the protectorate, and 
arn-ecd to send over an army to their assistance (1.685). The carl 
of Leicester was sent over to Holland, at the head of the English 
auxiliary forces. Elizabeth, finding that an open breach with 
Philip was unavoidable, resolved not to leave him unmolested in 
America. A fleet of 20 sail was equipped to attack the Spaniards 
in the West Indies, of which sir Francis Drake was appointed 
admiral. They made several conquests; and sailing along the 
coast of Virginia, they found the small remains of a colony which 
had been planted there by sir Walter Raleigh, and which had gone 
extremely to decay. This was the first attempt of tho English to 
form : uch settlements; and though they have since surpassed all 
European nations, both in the situation of their colonics, and in tho 
noblo principles of liberty and industry on which they are founded, 
they had here been so unsuccessful, that the miserable planters 
abandoned their settlements, and prevailed on Drake to carry them 
with him to England. Ho returned with so much riches as encou
raged tho volunteers, and with such accounts of the Spanish weak
ness in those countries as served extremely to inflame tho spirits ol 
the nation to future enterprises.

Leicester’s operations were much less successful than those of 
Drake. This man possessed neither courage nor capacity equal to 
the trust reposed in him by the queen; and as he was the only 
bad choice she made for any considerable employment, men 
naturally believed that she had here been influenced by an affection 
still more partial than that of friendship. He gained indeed advan- 

ag at first, but failed in an attempt which he made upon Zutphcn.
In a skirmish under the walls of this town sir Philip Sydney was 
mortally wounded, and soon after died (Sept. 22, 1586). This 
person is described by the writers of that, age aa the most perfect 
model of an accomplished gentleman that could be formed even 
ly  the wanton imagination of poetry or fiction. Virtuous con-
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I  I pijte conversation, heroic valour, and eli-gai.cm dildL.al
V■ \  (Incurred to render him the ornament and delight of the w r a j i j l ,  

as, the credit which he possessed with the quodh-ftmP 
of Leicester was wholly employed in the encouragement of 

genius and literature, his praises have been transmitted with 
advantage to posterity. No person was so low as not to become 
an object of his humanity. After this last action, while he was 
jymg on the field mangled with wounds, a bottle of water was 
rought him to relievo his thirst; but, observing a soldier near 

.UIU in a like miserable condition, he said, “ This man’s necessity 
ls stilt greater than m i n e a n d  resigned to him the bottle of 
water.

§ Id- Some priests of the English seminary at Kheims had 
wrought themselves up to a high pitch of rage and.animosity 
"gainst the queen. Intoxicated with admiration of the divine 
power and infallibility of the pope, they revered liis bull, by which 
‘ excommunicated and deposed her. The assassination of hero* 
'cn sovereigns, and of that princess in particular, was represented 
s 10 most meritorious of all enterprises; and they taught that 
V 0SOGVer perished in such pious attempts, enjoyed, without dis* 
l'u e, '.1,0 gtorious and never-fading crown of martyrdom. By such 
wi° TI,Ut!i thcJ' instigated John Savage, a man of desperate courage, 

in iad served some years in the Low Countries, to attempt tnc 
ue of Elizabeth, and this assassin, having made a vow t 1 j ise- 
ero in his design, was sent over to England, and recommended to 
10 confidence of the more zealous catholics. About the same 

,'me John Ballard, a priest of that seminary, when on a mission in 
ugland and Scotland, had observed a spirit of mutiny and rebcl- 

1011 io bo very prevalent among the Roman catholic devotees in 
these countries, and had founded on that disposition the project of 
dethroning Elizabeth, and of restoring, by force of arms, the exercise 
of the ancient religion. Mendoza, the Spanish ambassador at Paris, 
strongly encouraged Ballard to hope for succours. He accordingly 
^turned to England in the disguise of a soldier, and assumed the 
lame of captain Fortescue: ami he bent his endeavours to efieet at 
cnee the project of an assassination, an insurrection, and an invasion 
(1580). With this view he addressed himself to Anthony Babing- 
ton, a young gentleman of a good family and fortune, who had dis
covered an "excellent capacity, and was accomplished in literature 
beyond most of his years or station. Babington had before been 
CBSagcd with one Morgan in a secret corn pondenee with the queen 
° f  Scots; but after she was put under the custody of sir Amias 
Paulet, and reduced to a move rigorous confinement, ho had 
Resisted from every attempt of that nature. When Ballard began 

open his intentions to Babington, be found his zeal suspended.



i  ( H P  cxtlrfeiiislied: his former ardour revived on the mention o^ j® ^  I  
V • \ ®S*r!>a£t/which seemed to promise success 'in the cause of Mar^ I - 
X ^^^th ^^h e  catholic religion. Ballard proceeded to discover to him 

x ^Xfh'el-d̂ s!gn undertaken by Savage, and was well pleased to observe, 
that, instead of being shocked with the project, Babington only 
thought it not secure enough when intrusted to one single hand, 
and proposed to join five others with Savage in this desperate enter
prise. In prosecution of these views, Babington employed himself 
in increasing the number of his associates, as he aimed at the 
deliverance of the queen of Scots at the very same instant when 
Elizabeth should be assassinated; and he secretly drew into tho 
conspiracy many catholic gentlemen discontented with tho present 
government.

These desperate projects had not escaped the vigilance of Eliza
beth’s council, particularly of Walsingham, secretary of state, who 
by means of spies had got a hint of the designs entertained by the 
fugitives. But the bottom of the conspiracy was never fully known 
till Gifford, a seminary priest, came over, and made a tender of his 
services to Walsingkam. By his means the discovery became of 
the utmost importance, and involved the fate of Mary, as well as of 
those zealous partisans of that princess. Babington and bis associ
ates employed Gifford to communicate their design to the queen of 
Scots, and Gifford immediately applied to Walsingham, that the in
terest of that minister might forward his secret correspondence with 
Mary. Gifford found a brewer who supplied Paulet’s family with 
ale ; and bribed him to convey letters to the captive queen. The 
letters, by Paulet’s contrivance, were thrust through a chink in the 
wall, and answers were returned by the same conveyance. Ballard 
and Babington were at first diffident of Gifford’s fidelity; and. to 
make trial of him, they gave him only blank papers made up like 
letters; but finding by the answers that these had been faithfully 
delivered, they laid aside all further scruple, and conveyed to Mary 
by his hands the particulars of the whole conspiracy. Mary replied 
that she approved highly of the design ; that the gentlemen might 
expect all the rewards which it should ever he in her power to 
confer; and that the death of Elizabeth was a necessary circum
stance, before any attempts were made, either for her own deliver
ance or an insurrection. These and other letters were carried by 
Gifford to secretary Walsingham, and copies taken of them. At 
length Ballard was seized; and Babington, observing that he was 
watched, made his escape, and gave the alarm to tho other conspire- 

. tors. They all took to flight, covered themselves with several
disguises, and lay concealed in St. John’s-wood and other places, 
but were soon discovered and thrown into prison. In their examina
tions they contradicted each other, and the leaders were obliged to

' G°\\
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/?'  ■ tri al  OF MARY. /s3fc

1 f llllyae ajfill confession of the truth. Fourteen were condenmelm/ I
• C/^otAh.6f "whom seven acknowledged the crime on their trial £ j
X^^esSrip^convictcd by evidence.

The lesser conspirators being despatched, measures were 
taken, after much deliberation, for the trial and conviction of the 
queen of Scots. She was conducted to Fotlieringay castle in the 
county of Northampton, which it was determined to make the last 
stage of her trial and sufferings. Her two secretaries, Nau, a 
Frenchman, and Curie, a Scot, were immediately arrested: her 
papers were sent up to the council, among which were found many 
letters from peraons heyond sea, and several too from English noble
men, containing expressions of respect and attachment. It was 
resolved to try Mary, not by the common statute of treasons, but by 
on act which had passed the former year with a view to this very 
event; and the queen, in terms of that act, appointed a commission, 
consisting of 47 noblemen and privy counsellors, and empowered 
t iem to examine and pass sentence on Mary, whom she denominated 
the late queen of Scots, and heir to James V. of Scotland. Mary at 
ist refused to answer, pleading her royal dignity; hut the com

missioners would not admit this objection; and at length, by a 
well-timed speech of sir Christopher Hatton, the vice-chamberlain, 
she was persuaded to answer before tho court, though, on her first 
appearance before the commissioners, she renewed her protestation 
Against tho authority of her judges. The only part of the charge 
Which Mary positively denied was her concurrence in the design of 
assassinating Elizabeth. 'This article, indeed, was tho most heavy, 
an,i tt16 only one that could fully justify tho queen in proceeding to 
extremities against her. In order to prove the accusation, there 
was produced tho following evidence: copies taken in secretary 

alsingham’s office of the intercepted letters between her and 
Bubington, in which her approbation of the murder was clearly 
expressed; the evidence of her two secretaries, Nau and Curie, who 
“ad̂  confessed, without being put to any torture, both that she 
received these letters from Babington, and that they had written 
1 le_ answers by her order; the confession of Babington that he had 
written the letters and received the answers; and the confession of 
Ballard and Savage that Babington had showed them these letters 
° f  Mary written in the cipher which had been settled between 
'"am. Her reply consisted chiefly of her own dehial, and an iusinu- 
&W»n of forgery against Walsinghau, which was indignantly iv- 
PMlwl, and which she afterwards withdrew. Such a defence cannot 
v'e:gU against so overwhelming a weight of testimony; nor is it 
probable that she should have been made only partially acquainted 
'Vllh the uature of the conspiracy. Having finished the trial, the 
c,-,ttumasjuucrg adjourned from Fothcringay castle, and met in thr



1 ( fflB^chAigDer at Loudon, where they pronounced sentence o f\ »J i  I
\* \  f'AV /queen of Scots, and confirmed it by their seals and £u®-l J

(Oct, 25, 1586).
^ -J L '^ e q u e en  had now brought affairs with Mary to that situation 

which slio had long ardently desired; but she foresaw the invidious 
colours in which this example of uncommon jurisdiction would be 
represented by the numerous partisans of Mary, and the reproach to 
which she herself might be exposed with all foreign princes, perhaps 
with all posterity. She therefore pretended the utmost reluctance 
to proceed to the execution of the sentence; affected the most 
tender sympathy with her prisoner; displayed all her scruples and 
difficulties; rejected the solicitation of her courtiers and ministers • 
and affirmed that, were she not moved by the deepest concern for 
her people s safet}, she wpuld not hesitate a moment in pardoning 
all the injuries which she herself had received from the queen of 
Hoots, liiat the voice of her people might l>e more audibly heard 
m the demand of justice upon Mary, she summoned a new parlia
ment ; and she knew, both from the usual dispositions of that 
assembly, and from the influence of her ministers over them, that 
she should not want the most earnest solicitation to consent to that 
measure which was so agreeable to her secret inclinations. The 
oient answered her expectations; the sentence against Mary was 
unanimously ratified by both Houses ; and an application was voted 
t j obtain Elizabeth’s consent to its publication and execution. She 
gave an answer, ambiguous, embarrassed; full of real artifice and 
seeming irresolution; and she begged them to think once again, 
whether it were possible to find any expedient, besides the death of 
the queen of Scots, for securing the public tranquillity. The par
liament, iu obedience to her commands, took the affair again under 
consideration, but could find no other possible expedient. The 
queen then published the sentence by proclamation ; and this act 
seemed to be attended with the unanimous and hearty r(,ioicin<rs of 
the people (Dec. 6). When the sentence was notified to her, Mary 
was nowise dismayed at the intelligence: and as she was told that 
Iwr death was demanded by the protestants for the establishment of 
their faith, she insisted that she was really a martyr to her religion, 
and was entitled to all the merits attending that glorious character.
In her last letter to Elizabeth, whicli was full of dignity, without 
departing from that spirit of meekness and of charity which appeared 
suitable to this concluding scene of her unfortunate life, she pre- 
lei i cel no petition for averting the fatal sentence : on the contrary> 
jdic go.pressed her gratitude to Heaven for thus bringing to a speedy 
period her :;ad and lamentable pilgrimage. She merely desired to 
Ixj buried in Trance, and made some requests in favour of het 
servants. The king of France sent an ambassador to intercede for
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EXECUTION OF llARY.

( I  f |||fFl*4 Maiy, ĴU*1 without success. The interposition 
• -..Lint; of Scots, though not able to change Elizabeth’s dc^n%-g j
x^m'-tKKolj^Becmcd, Olt c\ cry account, to merit more regard. As soon 

hs-.Ianfks heard of the trial and condemnation of liis mother, he sent 
sir William Keith, a gentleman of his bed-chamber, to London, and 
wrote a letter to the queen, in which he remonstrated, in very severe 
terms, against the indignity of the procedure. Soon after, James 
sent the Master of Gray and sir Kobert Melvil to enforce the remon
strances of Keith, and to employ with the queen every expedient of 
argument and meuaccs. Elizabeth however still retained her reso
lution of executing tho sentence against Mary; and it is believed 
that the Master of Gray, gained by the enemies of that princess, 
secretly gave liis advice not to spare her, and undertook, in all 
events, to pacify bis master.

§ 21. When Elizabeth thought that as many importunities bad 
been used, and ns much delay interposed, as decency required, she 
at last determined to carry the scntepcc into execution ; but even in 
this final resolution she could not proceed without displaying a now 
scene of duplicity and artifice. In ordor to alarm the vulgar, all sort" 
of rumours were dispersed respecting invasions from Franco, Spain, 
and Scotland, and of attempts and projects against tho queen’s life. 
Elizabeth, afi'ecting to be in terror and perplexity, was observed to 
sit much alone, pensive and silent, and sometimes to mutter to her
self half sentences importing the difficulty and distress to which she 
was reduced. She ordered secretary Davison privately to draw a 
warrant for tho execution of tho queen of Scots, hut next day she 
enjoined him to delay; and when Davison told her that tho warrant 
had already passed tho great seal, she seemed to bo somewhat moved, 
nod blamed him for his precipitation; but the council persuaded him 
to send off the warrant, and promised to justify his conduct, and to 
take on themselves the whole blame of this measure. The warrant 
"'as accordingly despatched to tho earls of Shrewsbury and Kent, 
and some others ordering them to see the sentence exci nted upon 
the queen of Soots.

Tho two earls came to Eotlioringay castle, and, being iulnoducod to 
Mary, informed her of their commission, and desired her to prepare 
tor death next morning at eight o’clock. Sho seemed nowise terri
fied, though somewhat surprised, with tho intelligence. She said, 
with a cheerful and even a smiling countenance, that she did not 
think tho queen, her sister, would have consented to her death, ,,r 
have executed the sentence against a person not subject to tho laws 
&hd jurisdiction of England. “ But as Buch is hor will,” said slw,
“ death, which puts an end to all my miseries, shall he to me most 
Wclconie; nor can I esteem that soul worthy the felicities, of heaven 
which cannot support the body under the horrors ol the last passage 

u n q la n u . q



I  JljPiosA fljssful mausions.” m e n  the cads had left her slio c® kJ iT
• _\ t©ho hastened, that she might have the more leisure aft^rTt ;

\ % ^ t t® n ^ fh e  few affairs which remained to her in this world, andto 
for her passage to another. She supped sparingly, as her 

manner usually was, and her wonted cheerfulness did not even desert 
her on this occasion. She comforted her servants under the affliction 
which overwhelmed them, and which was too violent for them 'to 
conceal it from her. Towards morning she arose and dressed her
self in a rich liat.H of silk and velvet, the only one which she had 
reserved to herself. Having passed into the ha’ll, where was erected 
the scaffold covered with black, she saw with an undismayed coun
tenance the executioners and all the preparations of death. Here her 
old servant, sir Andrew Melvil, took an affecting leave of her. The 
warrant for her execution wak then read to her; and during this cere
mony she was silent, hut showed in her behaviour an indifference 
and unconcern as if the business had nowise regarded her. Before 
the executioners performed their office, the dean of Peterborough 
stepped forth; and though the queen frequently told him that ho 
needed not concern himself about her, that she was settled in the 
ancient catholic and Jloman religion, and that she meant to lay down 
her life in defence of that faith, lie still thought it his duty to persist 
in Ins lectures and exhortations. She now began, with the aid of 
hei two women, to disrobe herself; and the executioner also lent his 
hand to assist them. She smiled, and said that she was not accus
tomed to undress herself before so large a company, nor to be served 
by such valets. Her servants, seeing her in this condition ready to 
lay hci head upon the block, hurst into tears and lamentations. Slie 
turned about to them, put her finger upon her lips as a sign of im
posing silenco upon them, and, having given them her blessing, de
sired them to pray for her. One of her maids, whom she had appointed 
for that purpose, covered her eyes with a handkerchief; she laid her
self down without any sign of fear or trepidation, and her head was 
severed from her body at two strokes by tha executioner. He in
stantly held it up to the spectators, streaming with blood and agitated 
with tlie convulsions of death. The dean of Peterborough alone 
exclaimed, “ fio perish all queen Elizabeth’s enemies!” The earl 
ol Kent alone replied, “ Amen! ” The attention of all tho other 
spectators was fixed on tho melancholy scene before them, and zeal 
and flattery alike gave placo to present pity aud admiration of the 
' .piling princess (Feb. 8, 1587).

Thus perished, in tha 45th year of her ago and 19th of her cap
tivity in England, Mary queen of Scots, a woman of great accom
plishments both of body and i dad, natural as well as acquired, hut 
unfortunate in her life, and during one period very unhappy in her 
conduct. In order to form a just idea of her character, wc must set
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r  M ”  part ° f llCr COndu0t> w M ° sIle abandoned h ersk w tlo  
V „ \  ^ gu jd ay o  of a profligate man ; and must consider these faults ̂ k iijl l r  1

them *° bB imPmdenoea or crimes, as the result of an 
^ — '-Jeexpli'eahle though not uncommon inconstancy in the human mind 

of the frailty of our nature, of the violenco of passion, and of the 
influence which situations, and sometimes momentary incidents liave 
on persons whoso principles are not thoroughly confirmed hy experi
ence and reflection. An enumeration of her qualities might carry the 
appearance of a panegyric; an account of her conduct must in some 
parts wear the aspect of severe satire and invective.

§ 22. When the queen was informed of Mary’s execution she 
ailected the utmost surprise and indignation. She put herself in 
deep mourning, and she was seen perpetually bathed in tears, and 
surrounded only by ber maids and women. None of her ministers 
oi counsellors dared to approach her; or if any had such temerity, 
s ie chased them from her with the most violent expressions of rage 
and resentment; they had all of them been guilty of an unpardon- 
a ilc ciime in putting to death her dear sister and kinswoman, con
trary to her fixed purpose, of which they were sufiiciently apprised 
and acquainted. No sooner was her sorrow so much abated as to 
cave room for reflection than she wrote a letter of apology to the 
»nng of Scots; and in order the better to appease him, she committed 
1 avison to prison, and ordered him to be tried in the star-chamber 
lor iiis misdemeanour. Ho was condemned to imprisonment during 
Joe queen’s pleasure, and to pay a fine of 10,0001. He remained a 
mug time in custody; and the fine, though it reduced him to beggary, 
was rigorously levied upon him. James discovered tho highest re
sentment, and refused to admit Elizabeth’s envoy into his presence. 
He recalled his ambassadors from England, and seemed to breathe 
nothing but war aucl vengeance. Tho states of Scotland, being 
assembled, took part in Ids anger; and professed that they were ready 
0 sPeQd their lives and fortunes in revenge of his mother’s death, 

in defence of his title to the crown of England. But the judi- 
eious representations made to him by IValsingham, joined to tlie 
Peaceable unambitious temper of the young princo, prevailed over 
" s resentment; an 1 he fell gradually into a good correspondence 

V;illi tlie court of England, It is probable that the queen’s chief 
°tyeet in her dissimulation with regard to tho execution of Mary 
'*’*8 that she might thereby afford James a decent pretence fer re
newing his friendship with her, on which their mutual interests so 
niuch depended.

Q 2

, ___
y/^jJJ&«8e-lo87. APOLOGY TO JaSIKS. / ^ ;o p



 ̂ ''V̂:  ̂̂

Hatch medal on t'̂ e overthrow of the Armada. Obv.: flavit . nil"!1 • wssiran
6VHT . 1588: the Armuda advancing in order. (

CHAPTER XIX.

ELIZABETH CONTINUED. FROM THE EXECUTION OF THE QUEEN 
OF SCOTS TO TIIE DEATH OF ELIZABETH. A.D. 15S7-1603.

§ l. Preparations of Philip for an invasion of England. The Invincible 
Armada. § 2. Defeat of the Spanish Armada. § 3. Expedition against 
Portugal. § 4. French affairs. Elizabeth assists Henry IV. Naval 
enterpriser, against Spain. § 5 . Elizabeth's jnoccedings with her parlia
ment. § 6. Affairs of France. Raleigh’s expedition to Guiana. § 7. 
Expeditions to Cadiz and FerroL The earl of Essex. Death of Burleigh 
and of Philip II. § 8. Affairs of Ireland. Tyrone’s rebellion. Essex 
lord-lieutenant of Ireland. Disgrace of Essex, ij 9. His insurrection. 
His trial and execution. § 10. Death and character of Elizabeth. § 11. 
General reflections on the period of the Tudors. Power of the crown under 
that dynasty. § 12. The constitution intact in theory. Benevolences. 
Monopolies. § 13. Relations of the crown and commons. § 14. Adminis
tration of justice. § 15. Consequences of the Reformation, Court of High 
Commission. § 16. General state of the nation.

§ 1 jĈ Wjttlb Elizabeth insured tranquillity from the attempts of her 
nearest neighbour, she was not negligent of more distant dangers. 
Sho knew that Philip, eager for revenge and zealous to exterminate 
heresy, hod formed, with the sanction and co^Qi>crn>ion. of the pope 
and of the Guises in PTatTgo, t o  ynbjtav’ig project of subduing Eng- 
land plntTwaTi^ Telly prep;1 ring a grc;« vnavy to attack her. Accord-



|J|| ^

Reverse of medal on preceding page. a l i . id o r  . n o n  . lasdob. tLo Chnrcb on n rock 
in the midst of a stormy sea,

ln?ly fihe sent sir Francis D m k «  w i t h  n. flaph  annn nftn .n.MaryVa r W t h  

(1587)f>~Io'piiiaoe the Bpapish coast and destroy the shipping. 
Drake burned: monTtlTanlOO ships oft’ Cadiz, and destroyed a vast 
quantity of s'̂ eg^vhfcU bgfl been collected for the_invasion of Eng- 
band. Meanwhile Philip ramfimifnldiia_preparatinqs with the greatest 
energy; every part of his vast empire resounded with the noise of 
armaments'; and all hli~ministers, generals, and admirals, were em
ployed in forwarding the design. v'esscTF oTuncommon sizo and 
force were built; vast armies were assembled ; nor were any doubts 
entertained but such vast preparations, conducted by officers of con
summate skill, must finally bo successful; and the Spaniards, osten
tatious of their power, and elated with vain h^p.*, had already den 
miuated their navy the Invincible Armada. Elizabeth meantime 
mado preparations for resistance; nor was she dismayed with that 
P°wer by which all Europe apprehended she must of necessity be 
overwhelmed, ller force indeed seemed veiy unequal to resist so 
potent an enemy. ,A1I the sailors in England amounted at that time 
t° about 14,000 irrniZ ,l'h<T"siib Sf the English shipi ing w a s  iu 
X̂ ffttral-so-srotilt; TKaf, except a few of the queen’s ships of war, there 
'•ere not four vessels belonging to the merchants which exceeded 400 
tons. The royal navy consisted r f only 54 sail, many ol whiahwere 
° f  small sizejnono of them exceeded the bulk of our largest frigates, 
®nd most of them Acftertr d Hither ttraTmrflo cTpinnaces than of ships. 
('hc only advantage of the English fleet consisted in tire dexterity 
l,ud courage of tho seamen. All the commercial towns of England 
"'ere required to furnish ships for reinforcing this small navy; and
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\* V of London, in order to show their zeal in the com™™ I
of 15 vessels which they were commanded to eqiwpfr-^—J 

X ^Uwrijfcdly fitted out double the number. The gentry and nobility 
hired, and aimed, and manned 43 ships at their own charge; and all 
the loans of money whichThe queerrdemanded were frankly granted 
by tho persons applied to. Lord Howard of Effingham, a man of 
courage andjiapacity, vms admiral, and took on him the command 
of the navy L_Crake, Hawkins,' and Frobisher, tho“mosf 'renowned 
seamenTnTSurope, served rlndei'riTfffi: OnTa523Bl££l3Tge*iirmics
werd^'ssmnbleaT~Eu£3hglnenwere j aised "in haste, and such raw 
levies wcrer'fnucii inferior to the Spaniafd3~i3rdiBcipline and~ reputa
tion. Tho queen dlHeverythTlSg-ju hm po\ver'lo iuumate'her soldiers 
and excite the martial spirit "of the nation. She appeared on horse
back in tho camp that was formed at Tilbury ;"and riding tln-cmgh 
the Hnes'discbveTetinrcHecrful and animated countenance, exhorted 
the soldiers to remember their duty to their country and their reli
gion, and pirofesscd her intention, though a woman, to lead them 
herself into the field against the enemy, and rather to perish in battle 
than survive the ruin and slavery of her people.

2. The sailing_of the Spanish Armada was delayed by the death 
of the admiral andTvioe-admtral; aiilTTElip appointed tliif duke of 
Medina Sidonia tOTBSTccmmand, a nobleman of great family, hut 
entirely unacquainted with sea affairs. Tho^Armada at last set tail 
from Lisbon (May 20, 15881; hut being dispersed by a storm, was 
obliged to put into the Groino (Corunna) to relit, ' wT5en~tMs-was 
accomplished, flurSptmlards'wirh fresh kopest-set out again to sea, in 
prosecution of their enterprise. Tho fleet consisted of 130 vessels, of 
which nearly 100 were galTcons,' and wera^Tgreivter^izb thaiTllny 
ever before used in Bumps. It carried on-board 20,000 soldiers.
The plan formed by tho king of Spain was tbit the Armada should 
sail to Dunkirk ; and having taken onboard the Spanish troops in the 
Netherlands, under the command of the duke of Parma, should thence 
make sail to the ’J names, aud, having landed tho whole Spanish army, 
thus complete at one blow the entiro conquest of England. On the 
19th of July the Spaniards wore descried off the Lizard ; and Effing
ham had just time to get out of Plymouth when ho s$w tho Armada 
coming full sail towards him, disposed in the form of a crescent, and 
stretching tho distance of seven miles from the extremity of one 
division to that of the other. He gave orders not to come to clo~i 
fight witli the Spaniards, where the size of the ships and tho number 
of tho soldiers would bo a disadvantage to tho English ; but to can
nonade them at a distance, and to wait the opportunity which winds, 
currents, or various accidents, must afford him of intercepting some 
scattered vessels of tho enemy. Nor was It long before tho event 
answered expectation. A  great ship of P.iscay, on board of which

l i Y ^ V A  ELIZABETH, Chap. | Ilb d _



i ^ / t f n 87' 15811' defeat of th e  A rm ada.

i  jjfflr88 jatpuMderablo part of the Spanish money, took fire by V s i e l t  •
V  \  ® n y w M le  ail hands were employed in extinguishing the f l X j I Z l

X ^ r ^ f lind r® tofth.eArma4a; tho galleon of Andalusia
-----detained hy the springing of her mast; and both these vessels

were taken, after some resistance, hy sir Francis Drake. As the 
Armada advanced up the Channel, the English hung upon its rear 
and still infested it with skirmishes ; whilst, the alarm having ncnv! 
reached the coast of England, the nobility and gentry hastened out 
with their vessels from every harbour, and reinforced the admiral, 
l’he Armada cast anchor before Calais, in expectation that the duke 
of Parma, who had received intelligence of their approach, would 
put to sea and join his forces to them. The English admiral prac- 
tised hero a successful stratagem upon the Spaniards. lie took 8 
of his smaller ships, and, filling them with nil combustible materials, 
sent them one after another into the midst of the enemy. The 

?a.nlaif 3 âuo'e(̂  that they were fireships of the same contrivance 
u i a a famous vessel which had lately done so much execution in the 
' °“ctdt, near Antwerp ; and they immediately cut their‘cables, and 
^ook to flight with the greatest disorder and precipitation. The 
‘"gush fell upon them next morning while in confusion; and, be

sides doi ng great damage to other ships, they took or destroyed about 
1- of the enemy.

Ey this time it was become apparent tliat tbo intention for which 
tneso preparations wero made by the Spaniards were entirely fras- 

® le of Parma positively refused to leave tho harbour; 
I”1 the Spanish admiral, finding that in many rencounters, while 
0 “ St so considerable a part of his own navy, ho had destroyed only 

ono small vessel of tho English, prepared to return homeward-. But 
as t u, wind was contrary to his passage through the Channel, be re-

V?d *° *®il northwards, and, making the tour of the island, reach 
Spanish harbours by tho ocean. The English fleet followed him 

uimg sumo timo; and bail not their ammunition fallen short, by 
■ic negligence of the officers in supplying them, they had obliged tin: 

Armada to surrender at discretion. A  violent tempest over- 
°°k the Armada after it passed tho, Orkneys, and many of the ship-; 
-we miserably wrecked. Nut a half of the navy returned to Spain; 

aiJd tho seamen as well us soldiers who remained were so overcome 
'•‘■ ’•th hardships and fatigue, and so dispirited hy their discomfiture 
that they filled all Spain with account« of tho desperate valcm • of 

English, and of the tempestuous violence of that ocean which 
surrounds them. Such was the miserable and dishonourable con
tusion 0f an enterprise which had b  on preparing for t her- year.-. 
Jthch had exhausted the revenue and force of Spain, and which had 
!°U'filled all Europe with anxiety or expectation.

5 8 The discomfiture of the Armada bad begotten in tbs rat’- -u a



Go% \

I ( S a  of OEfthusiasUc passion for enterprises against Spain ; and a I
\v \  ^Sfopmmin tho following year (1589) to conquer tlie kingdoin^tnj £ j  

Portugal'''4:1' don Antonio, an. illcgitiinate branch of the royal family 
Nv^Sf%nJticountry. Sir Francis Drake and sir John Norris were the 

leaders in this romantic enterprise, which was afterwards joined by 
the earl of Essex; but the queen only allowed six of her ships of war 
to attend the expedition. The English gained several advantages 
over the Spaniards, and even got possession of the suburbs of Lisbon ; 
yet their ammunition and provisions being exhausted, and the army 
wasted by fatigue and intemperance, it was found necessary to make 
all possible haste to re-einbork. They sailed thence to Vigo, which 
they took and burned, and, having ravaged the country around, they 
set sail and arrived in England. It is computed that 1100 gentlemen 
embarked on board, the fleet, and that only 350 survived the multi
plied disasters to which they had been exposed through fatigue, 
famine, sickness, and the sword.j/

§ 4. Meanwhile a revolution was in progress in France which 
finally engaged Elizabeth to take a part in the affairs of that country.
Henry III., to disembarrass himself of the tyranny of the league, 
had caused its leaders, the duke of Guise and his brother the cardinal, 
to be assassinated; and having entered into a confederacy with the 
Huguenots and the king of Navarre, was himself murdered by Jaquea 
Clement, a Dominican friar (Aug. 9 ,1589). Tho king of Navarre, 
next heir to the crown, assumed the government by the title of 
Henry IV .; but the league, governed by the duke of Mayenne, bro
ther to Guise, gathered new force, and the king of Spain entertained 
views either of dismembering the French monarchy or of annexing 
tho whole to his own dominions. In these distressful circumstances 
Henry addressed himself to Elizabeth, who made him a present of 
22,0007., and sent him a reinforcement of 4000 men under lord 
Willoughby (1590). In tho following year she sent over, at two 
different times, a large body of men to tho assistance of Henry, 
with the view of expelling the leaguers from Normandy. The earl 
of Essex was appointed general of these forces, a young nobleman 
who by many exterior accomplishments, and still more real merit, 
was daily advancing in favour with Elizabeth, and seemed to occupy | 
that place in her alfcclions which Leicester, now deceased, had so 
long enjoyed. During these military operations in France, Elizabeth 
employed her naval power against Philip, and endeavoured to inter
cept his AVest Indian treasures, the source of that greatuess which 
■ ndered him so formidable to all His neighbours. This war did great 
«r.tmay: to S]«iin, but it was attended with considerable expense to 
England.

§ 5. Elizabeth summoned therefore a parliament in order to ob'ain 
a supply of money (1593); hul far from making any concessions in 
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l i f  %ere never was any parliament whom she treated ii- 1
\ • V ^ | a hj y . f aimer-.'v.llom sliomado mow sensible of their o w a V S c l  
\ V v ^ »r4 n v lio s o  pri^leges she more openly violated. She scut T V l t f ^  

X^Afaigfayorth to the Tower for moving a petition for the settlement ol 
tfiiosuccession; committed sir Thomas Bromley, who bad seconded 
him, to the Fleet prison, together with Stevens and Welsh two 
members to whom sir Thomas had communicated his intention, 
Morrice, chancellor of the duchy, and attorney of the court of wards, 
having mado a motion for redressing the abuses in the bishops’ 
courts, hut, above all, in the High Commission, was seized in the 
house itself by a serjeant-at-arms, discharged from his office, inca
pacitated from any practice in his profession as a common lawyer, 
and kept some years prisoner in Tilbury castle. The queen expressly 
pointed out both what the House should and should not do, and the 
Commons were as obsecpiious to the one as to the other of her injunc- 
ii'j.i-, I  hey accordingly passed a law against recusants, intituled 
- n Act to retain her majesty’s subjects in then' due obedience,’ by 

'■ nch an obstinate and prolonged refusal to attend public worship 
"as made a capital felony. This law boro equally hard upon the 
cat lolics and the puritans. Nevertheless the Commons not only 
"oted a subsidy, but oven enlarged it at the instance of the peers.

§ 6. Meanwhile Henry IV., moved by the necessity of his affairs,
]ad resolved to renounce the protestant religion, and was solemnly 
received by the French prelates of his party into the bosom of the 
c mien (July 25, 1593). Elizabeth pretended to bo extremely dis- 
P ‘■“Wed with this abjuration of Henry; and she wrote him an angry 
o ttcf, reproaching him with this interested change of his religion, 
’̂ risible, however, that the league and the king of Spain were still 

1 ,r common enemies, she hearkened to his apologies, continued her 
sj'ccours both of men and money, and formed a new treaty, in which 

‘cy mutually stipulated never to make peace but by common agre-e- 
She assisted Henry in finally breaking the force of the league,

^ ,lctl> offer the conversion of that monarch, went daily to decay, 
fir -. Was fhreatened with Bpecdy ruin and dissolution. The English 

,c(3 rendered Henry considerable assistance till he mado peace with 
‘H’am in 1598.

iJ)s was tho age of naval enterprises, and several were underlain a 
' /Out this time by sir John Hawkins and his arm Richard Hawkins, 
jU *' rancis Drake, and others. In 1595 sir Walter'Raleigh, who 

been thrown into prison for an intrigue w ith a maid of honour,
0 sooner recovered his liberty than he was pushed by his active and 
n̂t0rprising genius to attempt some great, aeiion. It was imagined 
|at in t]10 inland parts 0f South America, called Guiana, a country 
yet undiscovered, there were mines and treasures far exceedin g 

ny which Cortez or Pizarro had mot with, llalcigh, whose turn el
Q 3
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I ( i|J||l wal somewhat romantic and extravagant, undertook, I  
\ v \  the discovery of this wonderful country. Having tiJ&S£  j

town of St. Joseph, in the isle of Trinidad, whcrehe 
^iSuSa^no riches, he left his ship and sailed up the river Oroonoko 

in pinnaces, but without meeting anything to answer his expecta- 
tions.<-»

§ 7. In 1596 the English attempted the Spanish dominions in 
Europe, where they heard Philip was making great preparations for 
a now invasion of England. A powerful fleet was equipped at Ply
mouth, in which were embarked near 7000 soldiers. The land forces 
wc- ro commanded by the earl of Essex; the navy by lord Effingham, 
high admiral. The fleet set sail on the 1st of June, and bent its 
course to Cadiz, which place was taken chiefly through the impetuous 
valour of Essex, who disregarded the more cautious counsels of Effing 
ham. The admiral was afterwards created earl of Nottingham, and 
his promotion gave great disgust to Essex. In the preamblo of the 
patent it was said that the new dignity was conferred on him on 
account of his good services in taking Cadiz, a merit which Essex 
pretended to belong solely to himself. Next year the queen, having 
received intelligence that the Spaniards were preparing a squadron in 
order to make a descent upon Ireland, equipped a large fleet, in which 
she embarked about 6000 troops, and appointed the earl of Essex 
comnmndor-in-cliief both of the land and sea forces. The design was 
to attack Ferrol and the Groine, where the Spanish expedition was 
preparing; but the English fleet having been dispersed and shattered 
by a storm, and their provisions much spent, Essex confined his 
enterprise to the interc pting of the Indian fleet; hut the Spaniards 
contrived to get to Terccira, and Essex intercepted only three ships, 
which however were so rich as to repay all the charges of the expe
dition^

The earl of Essex continued daily to increase in the queen’s favour, 
hut his lofty spirit could ill submit to that implicit deference which 
her temper required, and which she had ever been accustomed to 
receive from all her subjects. Being once engaged in a dispute with 
her aboui the choice of a governor for Ireland, he was so heated in 
the argument that he entirely forgot tho rules both of duty and 
civility, and turned his hack upon her in a contemptuous manner.
Her anger, naturally prompt and violent, rose at this provocation ; 
and sire instantly gave him a box on the ear, adding a passionate ex' 
preasir.n suited to hiB impertinence. Instead of recollecting himse , 
and making the submissions due to her sex and Btation, he clapP0  ̂
his hand to his sword, and swore that he would not bear such 
were it from HenryVIII. himself; and he immediately withdrew uo 
court. Yet tho queen’s partial!ly reinstated him in his former 

- and her kindness to him appeared rather to have acquired no tv "
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1 * \ ,B | m r “ j ŝ ort' 'ntcrval ° f  anger and resentment. The dcatlV^fcnl 
\ * A  §I|m'VW> who had always opposed Essex, which happened ahdtiJM M  
X ^ t a i ^ a e  (1508), seemed to insure him constant possession of the 

^ fjh e e n s  confidence; and nothing indeed but his own indiscretion 
could thenceforth have shaken his well-established credit. Soon after 
the death of Burleigh, the queen, who regretted extremely the loss of 
so wise and faithful a minister, was informed of the death of her 
capital enemy, Philip II., who, after languishing under many in
firmities, expired in an advanced age at Madrid (Sept. 13).

§ 8. About this time Elizabeth’s attention was called to the affairs 
of Ireland. Though the dominion of the English over that country had 
been established above four centuries, tlieu1 authority hitherto had been 
little more than nominal. A  body of 1000 men was supported there, 
which on extraordinary emergencies was augmented to 2000. No 
'■render that such a force was unable to control the half-civilised Irish, 
and that their ancient animosity against the tyranny of the Englisn, 
now further inflamed by religious antipathy, should have broken out in 
seveial dangerous rebellions. Hugh O’Neale, nephew to Shan O’Nealov 
or the Great O’Neale, had been raised by the queen to the dignity 
°  ? , ,of Tyrone ! hut having murdered his cousin, son of that rebel, 
aim being acknowledged head of his clan, he preferred tho pride of 
mrharous licence and dominion to the pleasures of opulence and tran- 
qu’ lity, and lie fomented all those disorders by which he hoped to 
Weaken or overturn the English government. IIo enterod into a oov- 
fespondenoe with Spain; he procured thence a supply of arms and 
ammunition; and, having united all tho Irish chieftains in a de
pendence upon himself, he began to be regarded as a formidable 
enemy. Tyrone defied and eluded for some years the arms of sir 
°m  Norris, the English commander; and defeated his successor, 

j"  eenry Bagnal, in a pitched battle at Blackwater, where 1500men, 
^ e r  with the general himself, were left dead upon the spot 
(j 1Ib victory, so unusual to tho Irish, roused their courage, supplied 

,c In w>th arms and ammunition, and raised tho reputation of Tyrone, 
mo assumed tho character of the deliverer of his country and patron

j. rish liberty. The English council, sensible that the rebellion of 
-land was now come to a rous bead, resolved to push the war 

I more vigorous measures ; an t Essex prevailed upon tho queen to 
“Ppoint him governor of Ireland by the title of lo«J~ lieu tenant; and 

insure him of success, she !■ vied an army rf 18,000 men. Essex 
'I'li'lcd at Dublin in April (lit '. '') ; but instead of brii ur to
nu end, as had been expected, ho found himself at the end of the 
at>)paign unablo to effect anything against tho enemy. By Ion - 

tedious marches, and by sickness, ids numbers were reduced to 
i|. _ men. Essex hearkened therefore to a messago sent him by 

1 rw;e, who desired a conference ; and a cessation ot arms was agreed
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I tffiffih. )]§ssex also received from Tyrone proposals for a :kV4^)--|
\  ^Shytha/t rebel had inserteo many unreasonable and exonm ** ,

\^^eS S tW )rs ; and there appeared afterwards some reason to siispecF' 
\12h£f-he had here commenced a very unjustifiable correspondence with - 

the enemy.
So unexpected an issue of an enterprise, the greatest and most ex

pensive that Elizabeth had ever undertaken, provoked her extremely 
against Essex. She took caro to inform him of her dissatisfaction, 
but commanded him to remain in Ireland till further orders. Essex, 
however, dreading that, if be remained any longer absent, the queen 
would bo totally alienated from him, immediately set out for Eng
land ; and, making speedy journeys, ho arrived at court before any one 
was in the least apprised of his intentions. Though besmeared with 
dirt and sweat, he hastened pp stairs to the presence chamber, thence 
to the privy chamber, nor stopped till be was in the queen’s bed
chamber, who was newly risen, and was sitting with her hair about 
her face. He threw himself on his knees, kissed her hand, and had 
some private conference with her, where he was so graciously re
ceived that on his departure he was heard to express great satisfac
tion, and to thank G"d that, though he had suffered much trouble 
and many storms abroad, ho found a sweet calm at home. But this 
placability of Elizabeth was merely the result of her surprise, and of 
the momentary satisfaction which she felt on the sudden and unex- 
]>ected appearance of her favourite. When Essex waited on her in 
the afternoon, be found her extremely altered in her otuTiage towards 
'aim. She ordered him to be confined to his chamber; to be twice 
examined by the council; and though his answers were calm and 
submissive, she committed him to the custody of lord keeper Egerton, 
and held him sequestered from all company, even from that of his 
countess. The vexation of this disappointment, and of the triumph 
gained by his enemies, preyed upon his haughty spirit; and he fell 
into a distemper which seemed to put his life in danger. When 
Elizabeth heard of his sickness, she was not a little alarmed with his 
situation; and sent him word that, if she thought such a step con
sistent with her honour, she would herself pay him a visit. Essex 
rapidly recovered; but a belief was instilled into Elizabeth that his 
distemper had been entirely counterfeit, in order to move her com
passion, and she relapsed into her former rigour against him. Tliero 
were several incidents which kept alive tlio queen’s anger. Every 
account which she received from Ireland convinced her more and 
more of his misconduct in that government, and'of the insignificant 
purposes to which ho had employed so much force and treasure. I V  
comparison of his successor Moimtjoy’s vigorous and successful ad- 
ministration with that of Essex contributed to alienate Elizabeth 
from lier favourite; and she received additional disgust from tlio par-
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( l  ( jjSljliW i f 1'1,(5 people, who, prepossessed witli an extravagant»G!1f 
V V8. merit, complaiucd of the injustice done him by liis rmmli'*. i

\% VaHkrtW irt, and by his confinement. Elizabeth had often exprdsett 
^^JUgS^tentions of 'having him tried in the star-chamber; but her 

tenderness for him prevailed at last over her severity, and she was 
contented to have him only examined by the privy council. Essex 
pleaded in his defence with great humility; hut tho council deprived 
him of all his public offices, and sentenced him to return to his own 
house, there to continue a prisoner till it shottld please her majesty 
to release this and all the rest of his sentence. Sir llohert Cecil, 
tho younger son of Burleigh,’  who was now secretary, used all his 
influence to ruin Essex. Bacon, so much distinguished afterwards 
hy his high offices, and still more by his profound genius for tlie 
sciences, pleaded against him before the council; although Essex, who 
could distinguish merit, and who passionately loved it, had entered 
into an intimate friendship with Bacon; had zealously attempted, 
though without success, to procure him the offico of solicitor-general; 
and, in order to comfort his friend under the disappointment, had 
conferred on him a present of land to the value of 18001.

§ 9. A ll the world expected that Essex would soon bo reinstated 
lr) his former credit, when they saw that, though lie was still pro
hibited from appearing at court, he was continued in his office of 
waster of horse, and was restored to his liberty. But Elizabeth, 
though gracious in her deportment, was of a temper somewhat 
haughty and severe; and being continually surrounded with Essex’s 
enemies, means were found to persuade her that his lofty spirit 
' ’■'as not sufficiently subdued, and that lie must undergo a further 
Wal before he could again bo safely received into favour, lie 
possessed a monopoly of sweet wines ; and as his patent was near 
expiring, he patiently expected that the queen would renew it, : ml 
he considered this event as the critical circumstance of liis life, 
"bicli would determine whether ho could ever hope to bo roin- 
BtAtcd in credit and authority ; but she denied lii3 request, and even 
added, in a contemptuous style, that an ungovernable boast must 
Jt’ stinted in his provender. This rigour, pushed one step too for, 
Proved the final ruin of this young noblen an, and was the souroo of 
hlfinite sorrow and vexation to the queen herself. Being now reduced 
h* despair, ho gave entire reins to his violent disposition, and threw 

all appearance of duty aud respect. Intoxicated with the public 
favour, which he already possessed, ho practised anew every art of

* The eldest soil, Thomas Cedi, succeeded Ids fattier as lord Burleigh in 
f$&8. He was created earl of Exeter in 1005, and from him the present 
n>ar'iuis of Exeter is descended. Robert Cecil, mentioned above, was made 

" f  Salisbury in 1005, and is the ancestor of the present marquis ef

A ‘V ^ B v̂ 9-1600. DISGRACE OF ESSEX /Hj49



( I  ( pwSKrire? I He secretly courted the confidence of the catholics 1 ItH T ”
\* \ higygyiet/ frjist lay in the puritans, whom he openly caressed,\2^| I 
VlJts^gsg-mm'ners he seemed to liavo entirely adopted. He e n g a g o r  ̂

x %a .BigSr :elebrated preachers of that sect to resort to Essex-house, 
he had daily prayers and sermons in his family, and he invited all 
the zealots in London to attend those pious exercises. He also in
dulged himself in great liberties of s;iccch, and was even heard to say 
of the queen that she was now grown an old woman, and was be
come as crooked in her mind as in her body. These stories were car
ried to Elizabeth, who was ever remarkably jealous on this head; 
and though she was now approaching to her 70th year, sho allowed 
her courtiers, and even foreign ambassadors, to compliment her upon 
her beauty; nor bad all her good sense been able to cure her of this 
preposterous vanity. Essex even made secret applications to the 
king of Scots, and assured him that he was determined to use every 
expedient for extorting an immediate declaration in favour of that 
monarch’s right of succession. James willingly hearkened to this 
proposal, hut did not approve of the violent methods by which Essex 
intended to carry it out.

But Essex now resorted to more desperate counsels. A  select 
council of malcontents was formed, by whom it was agreed that 
Essex should seize the palace, should oblige the queen to assemble a 
parliament, and should with common consent settle a new plan of 
government. While these desperate projects were in agitation, many 
reasons of suspicion were carried to the queen; and Essex received a 
summons to attend the council, which met at the treasurer’s house.
“While he was musing on this circumstance a private note was con
veyed to him, by which ho was warned to provide for his own safety.
Ho concluded that all his conspiracy was discovered, at least sus
pected; and ho immediately despatched messages to his more inti
mate confederates, requesting their advice and assistance in the pre
sent critical situation of his affairs. Plight was proposed, hut rejected 
by Essex; to seize the palace seemed impracticable, without more 
preparations; there remained therefore no expedient hut that of 
raising the city, which was immediately resolved on, but the execu
tion of it was delayed till next day; and emissaries were despatched 
to all Essex’s friends, informing them that Cobham and Raleigh 
had laid schemes against his life, and entreating their presence 
and assistance.

Next day (Feb. 8, 1C0I) there appeared at Essex-house the carls 
of Southampton and Rutland, the lords Sandys and Monteagle, with 
about gentlemen of good quality and fortune; and Essex in
formed them of the danger to which he pretended the machinations 
of his enemies ex; osed him. The queen, being informed of these 
designs, cent some "f the chief officers of state to Essex-house to
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’ SSE*VS INSURRECTION AND E X E C D T I O S f ^ S I

I ( B [ earIt W  paus.° of tlicso ’“ usual commotions. Essex d e t a i\ W | :. 
\ v \  C s ^ ’i^oiWs ill bis house, and proceeded to tho execution of li is in jl r  1

H° BaUiCi f0rtlL W'th alWUt 200 attendants, aimed only
-----i3nth walking swords; and in bis passage to the city was joined bv

the earl of Bedford and lord Cromwell. He cried aloud, “ For the 
queen 1 for the queen ! a plot is laid for my life! ” and then pro
ceeded to the house of Smith, the sheriff, on whose aid he had g„ .,t 
reliance. The citizens flocked about him in amazement, hut no one 
showed a disposition to join him. The sheriff, on the earl’s approach 
to his house, stole out at the back door, and made the best of his 
■way to the mayor. Essex meanwhile, observing the coldness of tho 
citizens, after in vain attempting to force his way through the streets, 
“ tired towards tho river, and, taking boat, arrived at Essex-house. 
He was now reduced to despair, and surrendered in the eveuinv to 
the earl of Nottingham.

The queen soon gave orders for the trial of the most considerable 
o ie criminals, and the earls of Essex and Southampton were 
unsigned before a jury of 25 peers, by whom they were found guilty, 

aeon, though he was none of the crown lawyers, yet did not scruple, 
n me cr to obtain the queen’s favour, to be active in bereaving of 
me his friend and patron, whose generosity he had often experienced.

er Essex had passed some days in tho solitude and reflections of a 
Prison, his proud heart was at last subdued, not by the fear ol death, 
a y tho sentiments of religion, a principle which ho had before

* ®npted to make tho instrument of his ambition, but which now
m h a moro ®rm his mind, and prevailed over every other
lov 1 consideration. Ho made a full confession of his dis-

”r!'i ’ *U k® spared not even his most, intimate friends, 
nffe ^lcseuk station of Essex called forth all tho queen’s tender 
8h '0n8’ aud her hi tho most real agitation and irresolution.

31gTlod *h® warrant for his execution; she countermanded it ; she 
IVh't I?S.cdved ou his dearth; she felt a new return of tenderness, 
stin hardened her heart against him was bis supposed ob-
hp ncver making,/as sho hourly expected, any application to

,?r mcr°y ; and sho finally gave "her consent to his execution. 
tHn f°ICred al his death symptoms t-.i'ier of penitence and pioi- 
bv \  • rear’ and willing1y acknowledged the justice of tlie sentence 
y which he suffered. The execution was private, in the ’Tower 
Trembly to his own request (Feb. 25). Tho carl of Essex n u  but
*  years of age when his raslmess, imprudence, and violence brought

to this untimely end. Somo of Essex’s associates wore tried 
dtffi Cmned’ and executed' Southampton’s life was saved with great 

mculty, but he was detained'in prison during tho remainder of this 
B1Kn.

§ J0 . q>h„ temaiiiing transactions of this reign aro neither nnmo-



( | ( iB ?  nor Important. The war was continued against the Spanm^c | 
l .  \  sil'.t:-ks: and in 1602 Tyrone appeared 'before M o u n t j o y , I  .
'A^ffiKfe^rtrfljsolute sun'cnder of his life and fortunes to the queels 

^Jfgiefigyy^But Elizabeth was now incapable of receiving any satis
faction from this fortunate event. She had fallen into a prolound 
melancholy, which all the advantages of her high fortune, all the 
glories of her prosperous reign, were unable in any degree to alleviate 
or assuage. Ilor dejection has been ascribed to various causes, and 
particularly to compunction for the fato of Essex; but it was pro
bably tho natural result of disease and old age. Her anxious mind 
at last hail so long preyed on her frail body that her end was visibly 
approaching; and the council, being assembled, sent tho keeper, 
admiral, and secretary, to know her will with regard to her successor.
She answered, with a faint voice, that, as she had held a regal sceptre, 
she desired no other than a royal successor. Cecil requesting her to 
explain herself more particularly, she subjoined that she would have 
a king to succeed her; and who should that he but her nearest kins
man, the king of Scots ? Being then advised by the archbishop of 
Canterbury to fix her thoughts upon God, she replied that she did 
so nor did her mind in the least wander from him. Her voice soon 

'  after left her; her senses failed; she fell into a lethargic slumber, 
which continued some hours; and she expired gently, without further 
struggle or convulsion, in the 70th year of her ago and 45th of her 
rejgn (March 24, 1G03).

So dark a cloud overcast the evening of that day which had shone 
out with a mighty lustre in the eyes of all Europe. There are few 
great personages in history who have been more exposed to tho 
calumny of enemies and the adulation of friends than queen Elizabeth, 
and yet there is scarcely any whose reputation has been more cer
tainly determined by the almost unanimous consent of posterity. Her 
vigour, her constancy, her magnanimity, her penetration, vigilance, 
r.!dress are allowed to merit the highest praises, and appear not to 
have been surpassed by any person that ever filled a throne; a cop- 
duct less rigorous, loss imperious, more sincere, more indulgent to 
her people, would have been requisite to form a perfect character.
By the force of her mind she controlled all her more active and 
stronger qualities, and prevented them fiom running into excv-.ss; 
her heroism was exempt from temerity, her frugality fiom avarice, 
her acti\ e temper from turbulency and a vain ambition; she guarded 
not her.-. If with equal care or equal success from lesser infinniiies: 
the rivalsliip of beauty, the desire of admiration, the jealousy of love, 
and the si :lies of anger.

? 11. The many arbitrary acts of power exercised by the Tudor 
princes have, by somo historians, been ascribed to an actual increase
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( I  ( i f f .  t5T !'P*'ero3:ltl'l;e. no>[ can it bo justly doubted that tlijLG yJ"
\- V (sstynou.yr accession of strength under that dynasty. To j
X V V ^ g a d y ^ f  this, we t-ced only advert to tlio succession of the crown 

the early Plantagcuets the notion was not altogether obsoleto 
that the sovereign was in a certain degree elective; and the in
variable right of succession in the eldest branch was not completely 
established till the reign of Edward I. But under Henry V III. an 
act was passed empowering that monarch to bequeath the crown to 
whomsoever he pleased, even to one not of the blood royal. So, toe 
an alteration was made in the coronation oath of Edward V I . and 
that prince was crowned, as the rightful and undoubted heir, before 
ne had sworn to preserve the liberties of the realm, and without the 
consent of tho people having been asked to his accession.

-his augmented power of the crown under the Tudors was not 
miKr°rtC • Y ™*‘i ary force, and seems to have rested mainly upon 
of Z T m0n' ES oh,a state of opinion was a natural consequenco 
on r, i°Dr al'il kl°ody wars of the lloses; which, being carried 
mii^3re'?if0r th° C i01C° ° f a sovereign, must have filled the public 

™ th, "  exaggerated idea of bis personal importance. The 
jame wars, however, undoubtedly added to the material, as well as to

e x L l? ' ‘ ,P?ver ,0f th0 Cr0Wn- The Sreat nobility were nearly 
the " nate? l,y tbem> who had liitherto been the chief support of 
f a r i l 1’ 0 m thdr stniSSles with the throne. The nobles wore 
firm ' * overawe<i aild depressed by several severe and unjust execu- 
dulro5 fS«tll°,Se ° f thc carI of Warwick, the earl of Suffolk, and the 
the i nokmgbam, under Henry VIII., and of several others in 
monaUf>30quent rcigns. On the oilier hand, the dissolution of tho 
cliuvrh llCS’ ,an<1 various encroachmonts upon the property of tho 
tbe * * fv SUpp ied an^ successors with funds to purchase
bond! r ^  0f ths noblos> antl to attoch them by the grateful 

a<tt self-interest.

ever it ^ ° V n f leor- at least the constitution remained intact, how- 
from sometimes violated in practice. This is evident
rcnres™»'°«' r rlJ8\’  writtcn in the rcign of Elizabeth, which 
’■t’heK .tl'c, Eu';,lsh constitution as a monarchy limited by law 
O f privileges of pal im<, ,. that of legislation, and that
ind T  0n’ Wcr° rcgardod as indisputable. Henry VIII. procured 
tone i a statuto t0 enaWo tile k™g. on attaining the a-o of 24 to 

Peal any acts passed since his accession; and another* to give hi,
acUam,al1,on? f° rc0 °.f la\Te- Yet bOTe Hu. constitution is 

‘•■lowledged, m tho very breach and suspension of it; for the line 
“a not assume these powers, but .lms them conferred upon him by

f.,tvS“cll. aro Aylmer’s ffarberom fat faithful Subjects; Hooker’s Meet 
Smith’s Common's, alih, &e. i.’ompare a latter o.' Hemv VIH.

10 0,0 r°!<c, quoted by Mr. Fioudo, Hist, of Eng. i. J87,-



\. \ Jl&iaWiCTit. On the other hand, the parliamentary right of talkffl^i
Vvv^^ -% iaetim es evaded, or attempted lo be evaded, by the crfew |,A^ 

x^^attjjfKho devices for this purpose was called a Benevolence ; which, 
under the pretence of a free gift, was in reality an extortion of 
money from those who could afford to contribute. In this souse, 
the first clear precedent for a benevolence was that extorted by 
Edward IV. in 1474. His successor passed an act (1 Kicli. HI. c. 2) 
declaring such a method of raising money illegal. Nevertheless, 
Henry VII. levied a benevolence in 1491; hut appears not to have 
succeeded in obtaining the money till he had procured an act a few 
years afterwards (11 Hen. VII. c. 10). In 1505, however, he levied 
a b e n e v o l e n c e  without any fresh act. Henry VIII. seems to havo 
made two similar attempts, in 1525 and 1544. The first of these 
was abandoned, from the appearance of symptoms of rebellion, and 
for the second he seems to havo been ultimately compelled to come 
to parliament for an act. These aro the onlv instances of such 
attempts under the Tudors. Henry V III. exercised an act of 
great arbitrary power. Eead, an alderman of London, wbo bad 
refused to contribute, was enrolled as a foot soldier, and sent to 
the wars in Scotland, where he was taken prisoner. Henry VIII. 
sometimes also resorted to forced loans, from the obligation of which 
be in one case procured the parliament to release him. Elizabeth 
also raised compulsory loans, hut she was punctual in repaying them.

The sovereigns of this period still continued to derive an income 
from some feudal rights, as escheats, purveyance, <Src. Another source 
cf income was the sale of pardons, and sometimes of bishoprics.
The sovereign also enjoyed the means of rewarding his favourites 
and adherents by the erection of monopolies; that is, the granting of 
parents for the exclusive sale of certain articles. Towards tire close 
of Elizabeth’s reign thi3 abuse had reached an intolerable height; 
and some of the most necessary articles of life, as salt, iron, calf
skins, train oil, vinegar, sea coals, lead, paper, and a great many 

■ /  more, were in the hands of patentees. The parliament was at length 
'\  aroused, and some stormy debates ensued on the subject in the 

session of 1C01. Elizabeth was obliged to promise that the mono
polies complained of should be abolished, hut it docs not appear that 
her word was very strictly kept.

§ 13. The narratives will have conveyed some idea of the ha hty 
manner in which the Tudor sovereigns treated the Commons. 
Elizabeth prescribed to them what subjects they should debate 
reprimanded unruly members, and committed somo of them to the *

* It should be borne m mind that the term bcnmolencc was also applied «  
the gupn) r constitutionally granted by parliament; as in the ordinary formula 
of assent: Leroy rcmeroU sea loyom snjets, accepts leer benevolence, 
but this is quite a different thing,

^  -
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\ • \ J I l w7 ' fjP ”4 th0USh they submitt0<1 f this treatment, we are I
V  &\JIS|gpMe^at they were ignorant of their privileges, or disposeifcJv*^ 

X 5 »» tl^tn. There was little or no public opinion to support
them in resisting the crown; their debates were hardly known, and 
met with hut little sympathy out of doors; and the press was under 
a censorship. Yet instances are not wanting in which the Commons 
boldly asserted their privileges. In the debate on a subsidy in 1601,
Mr. Serjeant Heyle having observed that the queen might take it at 
her pleasure, and that she had as much right to their land and goods 
as to any revenue of the crown, Mr. Montague replied that it would 
be found from former grants that subsidies were a free gift. “ And 
though,” he observed, “ her majesty requires this at our hands, yef 

is in us to (five, not in her to exact of duty.”*  And speaker On
slow, in his address to the queen herself, at the close of the session of 
1SG6, plainly pointed out the limits of her prerogative. “ By our 
common law,” ho said, “ although there he for the prince provided 
many princely prerogatives and royalties, yet it is not such as the 
prince can take money or other things, or do as he will at his own 
Pleasure, without order ; hut quietly to suffer his subjects to enjoy 
heir own, without wrongful oppression : wherein other princes, by 

their liberty, do tako as plcaseth tliem.’'f 
dho Commons gained ground as the Tudor dynasty proceeded.

. the reign of Henry VIII. they ventured to throw out only one 
hi recommended by the crown; but there are many instances 

under his successors of their doing so. On the other hand, the 
' &d not scruple to reject bills which had passed both houses; 

j["d in 15'j7 Elizabeth refused no fewer than 48. The inter- 
- -  ° f tho crown in elections shows the opinion entertained 
. . the power of tho Commons; and the same fact is evident from 
■° creation of what we should now call rotten boroughs. In the 

j 011 reign of Edward VI. 22 boroughs were created or restored ; in 
n“lt Mary, 14; whilst Elizabeth added no fewer than 62 
, huicrs to tho house, of whom a largo proportion sat for petty 
’•'roughs under the influence of tho crown. Thus a great many 

f  --einen, officers of tho court, and lawyers on the look-out for 
: °moticn, were introduced into the house ; a circumstance which, 
'pather with the manners of the timer, accounts for the occasion- 

ul,y servile tone of the debates.
S 14. Turning from the legislature to the executive and the 
'hintstration of justice, wo slmil find, in like manner, that the 

^.’erty of the subject, though secure in legal theory, was frequently 
11 dated in practice. The law forbade any man to be thrown into

Journal, p. 633. flume's whole account of this ’ .• fin V . 
W , ' s very garbled; and though he gives Serjeant Ilevlc’s speech, he end's 

"“ guo’e answer. f  W e s ,  p. 115.
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\ \ IfSLn /vft?10Qt legal warrant; or to be kept there withoutWjUgl
brought to trial; or to be condemned without a trial b f  lys£ J 

in fact, all these tilings were frequently done. Even 
'"~~ppj(per the Plantagenets, the king’s ordinary council sometimes 

exercised an arbitrary jurisdiction; depriving an accused person of 
trial by jury, or punishing jurors whose verdict had displeased them, 
l,v fine and imprisonment. Under the Tudors, these illegal proceed
ings were still further aggravated by means of the same council, or 
rather a committee of it, called the Court of Star Chamber.* The 
most flagrant violations of justice were naturally displayed in political 
trials, which, Mr. Hallam has not scrupled to say, “ rendered our 
courts of justice little better than the caverns of murderers.”!  The 
state trials conducted in parliament were no better than those in 
the ordinary courts of law. Cromwell, the minister of Henry VIII., 
introduced the precedent of condemning an accused person without 
hearing him in his defence; but by a just retribution be himself 
was one of the first to fall by his own invention.

. § 15. The reforms of the church introduced by Henry V III.
proceeded little beyond the abolishment of the papal jurisdiction in 
England; those of Edward VI. went a great way in the direction of 
Calvinism. Elizabeth was inclined to the Lutheran rites : and theso 
might seem the fairest compromise between protestant and papist, in 
the uniformity of worship which she had determined to establish.
Of course the zealots of neither sect were satisfied, and thus she 
raised up two political as well as religious parties against her, both of 
which occasioned her great trouble. In her first year' two important 
acts wore passed, that of supremacy and that of uniformity; by the 
latter of which the use of any hut the established liturgy was pro
hibited under severe penalties. In order to cnforco this law, a now 
court, called the Court of High Commission, was erected, with 
nowers hitherto unknown to the constitution; of which an account 
La- been already given (p. 331). The courts of law regarded this 
tribunal from the first ns illegal, and frequently granted prohibitions 
against its acts. On one occasion the judges refused to entertain a 
charm of murder against a man who had killed one cf the pursui
vants of the commissioners whilst attempting to enter his house by 
virtue of their warrant. Under the btuarts, however, when the 
judges had been rendered more dependent and servile, we shall find 
litis court emancipated from ail control of the laws.

§ lfi. If we turn our attention from constitutional questions to the 
general state of the nation, we must, on the whole, pronounce the 
period of the Tudors to liavo been one of advancement and improve- 
meat. The amts and ncgociations of Henry VIII., though nut | 
always well directed, extended English influence on tho continent: f 
* See NoteB amt Illustrations—the Star Chamber. + Const. /list. i.
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crse  of modal of James I. ia c  i . totivs . ins : butt . imp : et . f r a n c  . ft im: 
hex. ("I he title imperator is to be noted.) Bust of king, facing.

B O O K  Y.

'i’HE HOUSE OF STUART, TO THE ABDICA
TION OF JAMES II. 

a .d . 1003-1G88.

C H A F T E R  XX.

JAMES I.  A.D. Ifi03-1G25.

 ̂ *ntj(K*ucl'on* § 2. Accession of James. § 3. Conspiracy m ihvour of 
lobelia Stuart. Conference at Harapton-court. § 4. Proceeding ot 
arliam<‘nt. Peace with Spain. § 5. The Gunpowder plot. § 6. Strug- 

h with the parliament. Assassination of Henry IV. of France. § 7. 
“Aate of Ireland, and settlement of Ulster. Death of prince Henry, m  l 
^carriage of the princess Elizabeth. § 8. Rise of Somerset. Murder of 

Humus Overbury. § 9. Somerset's full mid rise of Buckingham.
» 10. English colonisation. Raleigh’s expedition to Guiana. His exeeu- 
Ijon. § 11 . Negociations for the .Spanish match. Affairs -f th<* paln- 
Gn«to. § 1 2 . Discontent of the English. A parliament. Impeachments.

of lord Bacon. § 13. Rupture between the king and Comim a-:,
§ 14. Progress of the Spanish match. Prince Charles and Buckingham 
vi.-.it Madrid. § 15. The marriage treaty broken by Buckingham. Triumph 
°f the Commons. § 1G. Rupture with Spun, and treaty with France, 
^l-'.n.slcldt’s expo litiou. Death and character of the king.

§ 1 Tu * lb’ the preceding narrative wo have seen the liberties of tho 
a !°n commenced and founded under die TTantagenets, eclipsed hut 
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11 / tSjHptut fished  under the Tudors; in the present hook v.« f 'W T ’
1 ’  \ iM & J M d i tending through many dangers to their secure estS®fc-l 
V y t ^ ^ ^ T h e  Reformation having been completed under the IkidliA^J 

x% n as^ 4 h e  nation had more leisure to devote their attention to 
their political condition; whilst the same movement had awakened 
in a large party, not only a desiro for further ecclesiastical reforms, 
hut also for an extension of civil freedom. 1 ortunatcly for tho 
people, the rceptre had passed into the hands of a weak sovereign, 
whose vanity and presumption continually led him to parade that 
opinion of his absolute sovereignty which he had neither the means 
nor the ability successfully io assert. Thus, to tho ruin of his son 
and successor, but to the everlasting benefit of the English nation, 
ho provoked and precipitated the decision of the question as to what 
were the privileges of the crown, and what were the constitutional 
liberties of the people.’*' With the liistory of the progress of thi3 
great debate the following book will bo chiefly occupied; for its 
engrossing nature left comparatively little leisure for other transac
tions^

§ $. Tho crown of England was never transmitted from father to 
son with greater tranquillity than it passed from the family of Tudor 
to that of Stuart, in spite of the will of Henry V III., sanctioned by 
act of parliament, by which the succession had been settled on tho 
house of Suffolk, the descendants of his younger sister Mary. Queen 
Elizabeth, on her deathbed, had recognised the title of her kinsman 
James; and the whole nation seemed to dispose themselves with joy 
and pleasure for his reception. Great were tho rejoicings, and loud 
and hearty tho acclamations, which resounded from all sides. But 
James, though sociable and familiar with his friends and courtiers, 
hated the bustle of a mixed multitude; and though far from dislik
ing flattery, yet was lie still fonuer of tmnquillity and ease. He 
issued therefore a proclamation, forbidding the resort of people, on 
pretence of the scarcity of provisions, and other inconveniences, 
which, he said, would necessarily attend it; and by his repulsive, 
ungainly maimers, as well as by symptoms which he displayed of an 
arbitrary temper, lie had pretty well lost his popularity even before 
his anival in London.

James, at his accession, was 3G years of age, and laid by his queen, 
Anne of Denmark, two sons, Henry and Charles, and one daughter, 
Elizabeth. His education having been conducted by the celebrated 
George Buchanan, he had acquired a considerable stock of learning, 

mu time an immeasurable conceit of his own wisdom.
He ‘rxik every occasion to make a pedantic display of his acquire
ments, both in conversation and in writing; for he was an author, 
snd had published, for tho use of his son, a book culled Jlasiliko^ 
Voron (BacriXncoe Sopoe) or Royal Gift, besides works on dt-mouc-

JAMES i. Ciia^XH.



(*  ( W M ^  subj°cts' T)lps(i qualities led the duke n \ Q j L  
V  A  1 1 ^  7 ’™ “ j 1™  as U'° m°“ t leaned fool in Christendom ■

and flatterers gave him the name of the British Solomon 
\ ^ « ^ d a m e s  signalised ms accession by distributing a profusion S .  

and in three months after his entrance into the kingdom ho s S m  ’ 
pitted to have bestowed knighthood on no fewer than 700 per“ “ ~ 
lie had brought with him, to what he called the “ Land of Promise ” 
great numbers of his Scottish courtiers, many of whom w ere 
mimed'ately added to the English privy-council. Yet he left almost 
all the chief cilices in the hands of Elizabeth’s ministers, and trusted 
toe conduct of political concems, both foreign and domestic, to his

ea rfo fA  T S tllcse’ ^  Cecil, afterwards created
Chief /  ‘ s^ury> always regarded as his prime minister and 
entered ^ r itW 1' Ihe ,sec‘'ut co™spondenco into which he had 
reception *tf / r ?CS’ and wb,oh had sensibly contributed to the easy 
credit. 011 P™ C0 m ®“sland’ had Iaid the N a t i o n  of Cecil’s

aftCl’ lb0 acccssion of James a double conspiracy to 
the was, disCovered- One of these plots, « L l
RalcirO. i ^  mve boon chlelly conducted by sir Walter 
Stuart i t  ° ld “ “1 consisted of a plan to place Arabella
tb,0 a ’ bo 001,8111 of ‘he king* on the throne, with the assistance ol 

“f T ?  E°venillacnt- The other plot, called the ]:,■ , the Sur- 
Cobb," Treason, was led by Broke, brother of lord
and i ,and 8ly Griffin Markham, and was a design to surprise 
on tb® r̂inS> an,l  f{> remodel the government. Broke was
In tv  ^  ^ °*8* an(  ̂ ôrme^ tk0 connecting link between them,
lord p S Wd ' lmclerl'i'Hig men of oil persuasions were enlisted; ns 
an 1 h ^’ a f uri‘an> Watson and Clarke, two Homan catholic priests, 

.. 1 others. Their designs came to the ears of secrelarv Cecil, and
ooaapirators were arrested. The two priests and Broke were 

ecuted; Cohham, Grey, and Marltham, were pardoned, after they 
’ aid their heads upon the block. Kaleigh too was reprieved, nut 

pardonod ; and ho remained in confinement many yews afterwards. 
Y 18 Sttfll rested on the evidence of Cohham; and there are a- ,d 
toasons for thinking that he was entirely innocent.

The religious disputes between thechurch and the puritans induced 
dames to call a conference at Hampton-court, on pretence of finding 
expedients which might reconcile both parties. The church of Kn<* 
wnd had not yet abandoned the rigid doctrines of grace and predes
tination: the puritans had not yet separated themselves from the 
“ birch, nor openly renounced episcopacy. The conference was 
°penod Jan. 14, 1004. Tho demands of ihe puritans were for

'h e \ S'o  '^as, fhe daughter of the duke of I.euox, the brother of lord Daral. v 
lung’s father. See genealogical table, p. 238. ra y'
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I * ( pSjSjy of Hloetrinc, good pastors, a reform in church govern^ 3 ^  1 
V A  af§§h ,M o o k  of Common-prayer. The king, from the beginnyp £  j  

' niS'fJmfcrence, showed the strongest propensity to the established 
^titttref^and frequently inculcated the maxim, No Bishop, no K ino.

The bishops, in their turn, were very liberal of their praises towards 
the royal disputant; and after a few alterations in the liturgy had 
been agreed to, both parties separated with mutual dissatisfaction.
James was glad of this opportunity to display his learning, and 
boasted mightily of his performance.

§ 4. Upon the assembling of the parliament the Commons granted 
the king tonnage and poundage,* but they demurred to vote him a 
supply, when the question was brought before them by some members 
attached to the court. In order to cover a disappointment which 
might bear a bad construction both at home and abroad, James sent 
a message to the House, in which ho told them that he desired no 
supply ; and ho was very forward in refusing w hat was never ofiered 
Ilian. Soon after, he prorogued the parliament, not without dis
covering, iu his speech, visible markc of dissatisfaction. The strugglo 
between tho Stuarts and the Commons was already begun.

This summer a jieace with Spain was finally concluded, and was 
•signed by the Spanish ministers at London.

§ S. The Roman catholics had expected great favour and indul
gence on the accession of James; and it is pretended that ho bad 
even entered into positive engagements to tolerate their religion as 
soon as he should mount tho throne of England. Very soon they 
discovered their mistake; and were at once surprised and enraged to 
find James, on all cecasions, express his intention of strictly ex. r ut- 
ing the laws enacted against them, and of persevering in all tho 
rigorous measures of Elizabeth. Catcsliy, a gentleman of good parts 
and of an ancient family, first thought of a most extraordinary 
method of revenge; and ho opened his intention to Percy, a de
scendant of the illustrious house of Northumberland. Tho scheme 
wi s, to destroy, at one blow, the king, the rm al family, the Lords, 
and the Commons, when assembled on the first meeting of the 
imliament, by blowing them up with gunpowder. Percy was charmed 
with this project of Oatesby; and they agreed to communicate the 
matter to a few mom, and among the rest to 1 homas W inter, whom 
they sent over to Flanders in quest of Fawkes, an officer in tho 
Spanish service, with whose zeal and courage they were all thoroughly 
acquainted. When they enlisted any new conspirator, in order to 
hind him to secrecy, they always, together with an oath, employed 
the sacrament, the most sacred rite of their religion. All this

* Th»', which are the origin of oar cnstoni-house duties, consisted chiefly 
of a duty of 3s, lqion every tun of v ine imported, and of Is. in the pound on 
other articles.
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I ( ’jMTOsscj.llin " 10 aI,ring an<l summer of the year 1G04; v,V n ; ',n
\ • \ ^inspirators also hired in Percy’s name the vault below ikeiljfi A J 

Thirty-oix barrels of powder were lodged in it, the whole 
V 5 ? ^ e fb d  up with faggots and billets, the doors of the cellar boldly 

fhmg open and everybody admitted, as if it contained nothin" 
dangerous. J ) °

The dreadful secret, though communicated to above 20 persons 
had been religiously kept during the space of nearly a year and a 
half. But Catesby’s money being exhausted, he was compelled to 
seek the means of proceeding with the conspiracy by enlisting other 
persons; and particularly sir Everard Digby, of Gothirst, in Bucking- 
hamshire, and Francis Tresham, of Ifushton, in Northamptonshire 
two opulent Roman catholic gentlemen. It is suspefited that the 
plot was revealed by the latter. Ten days beforo tho meeting of 
parliament, lord Monteagle, a catholic, son to lord Morlcy, and 
rother-in-law of Tresham, received the following letter, wliich had 
een delivered to his servant by an unknown hand. “ My lord, 

out of the love I boar to some of your friends, I have a care of your 
preservation. Therefore I would adviso you, as you tender your life, 
o devise some excuse to shift off your attendance at this parliament.
’or God and man have concurred to punish the wickedness of this 
'me. And think not slightly of this advertisement; but retire 

yourself into your country, where you may expect tho event in 
safety. For though there be no appearance of any stir, yet, I say, 
they will receive a terrible blow this parliament, and yet they 
®'all n0t see w]j0 hurts them.” Monteagle communicated it to lord 
1 alisbury, and he to the king, who conjectured, from the serious 
earnest stylo of the letter, that it implied something dangerous and 
important. •*- tem'We blow, and yet the authors concealed, seemed to 
denote some contrivance by gunpowder; and it was thought advis- 
"We to inspect all the vaults below the Houses of Parliament. This 
care belonged to tire earl of Suffolk, lord chamberlain, who purposely 
delayed tho search till the day before the meeting of parliament.

e remarked those great piles of wood and faggots which lay in the 
vault under the upper House, and he cast his eye upon Fawkes, who 
stood in a dark comer, and passed himself for Percy’s server,(. Tlieso 
circumstances appeared suspicious, and it was resolved that a more 
thorough inspection should be made. About midnight, sir Thomas 
Knovet, a justice of peace, was sent with proper attendants; and 
Wore the door of tho vault fiuding Fawkes, who hail just finished all 
his preparations, he immediately seized him, and, turning over tho 
Wgots, discovered tho powder (Nov. 5). Tne matches, and every
thing proper for setting fire to the train, were taken in Fawkes’s 
n'oeket; who, finding his guilt now apparent, and seeing no refuge 
cut in boldness and despair, expressed the utmost regret that he had
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I ( loffBie croportunity of firing the powder at once, and of sweeteS*^ 1 
1 • V li@ r JWf-.h by that of his enemies. Before thetcouncil he I .
\%$’|j£ye3'|l^ame intrepid firmness; and though he was put to tmr 

Xx~rSJf3trthe Tower, he doe3 not appear to have disclosed the names of 
his associates till they had already risen in arms.

Catesby, Percy, and the other criminals, hearing that Fawkes was 
arrested, hurried down to Warwickshire, where sir Isverard Digby, 
thinkin"- himself assured that success had attended his confederates, 
was already in arms in order to seize the princess Elizabeth. Hcncc 
they proceeded to Holbeach in Staffordshire; and they were obliged 
to put themselves on their defence against the country, who were 
raised from all quarters and armed by the sheriff. The conspirators, 
with all their attendants, neyer exceeded the number of 50 persons; 
and being surrounded on every side, could no longer entertain hopes 
either of prevailing or escaping. Having therefore confessed them
selves, and received absolution, they boldly prepared for death, and 
resolved to sell their lives as dearly as possible to the assailants. But 
even this miserable consolation was denied them. Some of their 
powder took fire, and disabled them for defence. The people rushed 
in upon them. Percy and Caiesby were killed by one shot. Digby, 
Rookwood, Thomas Winter, and others, being taken prisoners, were 
tried, confessed their guilt, and died by the hands of the executioner, 
as well as Garnet, superior of the Jesuits in England, who was 
privy to tho conspiracy. Tresham was committed to the Tower, 
where he died on the 27th Dec. On the meeting of parliament,
James, in his opening speech, declared that he would only punish 
those who were actually concerned in tho plot, hut the parliament 
passed some new statutes of an oppressive character against the 
catholics.

§ (t  The little concern which James took in foreign affairs renders 
the domestic occurrences, particularly those of parliament, the most 
interesting of his reign. A  new session was held this spring (1610), 
the king full of hopes of receiving supply, the Commons of circum
scribing his prerogative. The earl of Salisbury laid open the king’s 
necessities, first to the Peers, then to a committee of tho lower 
House. The Commons, not to shock the king with an absolute re
fusal, ■ ranted him ono subsidy aud one fifteenth, which would 
scarcely amount to 100,000b The king sought to indemnify him
self by raising the customs rates payable upon commodities; but 
% spirit of liberty bad now taken possession of the House; the 
leading members, men of an independent genius and large views, 
began to regulate their opinions more by the future consequences, 
which they foresaw, than by the former precedents which were set 
before them. Though expressly forbidden by the king to touch 
his prerogative, they passed A  dull abolishing theso imposition
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I  j||hvhijdi was rejected by the House of Lords. They like\jVJd|i- 
• some discontent against, the king’s proclamations,^igJiAt J
'w^S^t^Aractice of borrowing on privy seals, and other abuses; andthey 

^ ÎbSHrhde remonstrances against the proceedings of the high commission 
court, with which, however, James refused compliance. But the 
business which chiefly occupied them during this session was the 
abolition of wardships and purveyance, prerogatives which had been 
more or less touched on every session during the whole reign of 
James. They offered the king a settled revenue as an equivalent for 
the powers which he should part with, and the king was willing to 
hearken to terms ; but the session was too far advanced to bring so 
difficult a matter to a full conclusion. Wo know not exactly the 
reason of this failure: it only appears that the king was extremely 
dissatisfied with the conduct o f. the parliament, and soon after 
dissolved it. This was liis first parliament, and it sat nearly seven 
years.

This year was distinguished by the murder of the French monarch, 
Henry IV., by the poniard of the fanatical llavaillac. In England 
the antipathy to the catholics was increased by this tragical event; 
and some of the laws which had formerly been enacted, in order to 
keep these religionists in awe, began now to be executed with 
greater rigour and severity.

§ 7. About this time tho king brought to a conclusion the insti
tutions which lje had framed to civilise the Irish, and to render their 
subjection durable and useful to the crown of England. James pro
ceeded in this work by a steady, regular, and well-ooncerted plan. 
In particular, the whole province of U lstcr having fallen to the crown 
'5y the attainder of rebels, a company was established in London for 
planting new colonies iu that fertile country; tho property was 
divided into moderate shares, the largest not exceeding 2000 acres ; 
tenants were brought over from England and Scotland ; and by Ihesc 
means Ulster, from bcin:-: the most wild and disorderly province of 
all Ireland, soon became tho best cultivated and most civilized. On 
this settlement the earl of Salisbury founded a financial scheme. 
On pretence of raising money for its defence, a new order of nobility, 
called baronetcy, was invented, and tbe patents sold for 1093/. 
apiece. Hence baronets bear on t-heir shields tho arms of 1 later, a 
bloody hand.

The sudden death of Henry prince of Wales (Nov. 6. 1612) <jif. 
fused a universal grief throughout the nation. It is with peculiar 
fondness that historians mention him, and in every respect Lis merit 
Booms to have been extraordinary. He had not reached his 18th 
year, and he already possessed more dignity in his behaviour, and 
Commanded more respect, than his father, with all his â ?, learning, 
and experience. The marriago%a>f the princess Elizabeth with
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( i  (pr^ffic, jsllotor palatine, was finished some time after the dea^J^J I
\' J5\ f  ̂ ^kmdh/(Feb. 14, 1613), and served to dissipate the grief which^J £  j  

X^msrS^mia melancholy event; hut this marriage, though celebrated 
WTtS%reat joy and festivity, ultimately proved itself an unhappy 
event to the king, as well as to his son-in-law, and had ill conse
quences on the reputation and fortunes of both.

§ 8. About the end of 1609, Robert Carr, a youth of 20 years ot 
ago, and of a good family in Scotland, arrived in London, after 
having passed some time in his travels. All his natural accom
plishments consisted in good looks, all his acquired abilities in an 
easy air and graceful demeanour. He had letters of recommenda
tion to his countryman lord Hay; and that nobleman assigned 
him the office, at a match of tilting, of presenting to the king lids 
buckler and device. The ldpg became strongly attached to him, 
taught him even the elements of the Latin grammar, and deter
mined to initiate him into all the profound mysteries of govern
ment, on which the monarch set so high a value. The favourite 
was not at first so intoxicated with advancement as not to be sensible 
of his own ignorance and inexperience. He had recourse to tlio 
assistance and advice of a friend, and he was more fortunate in his 
choice than is usual with such pampered minion?. In sir Thomas 
Overbury he met with a judicious and sincere counsellor, who, 
bhildin" all hopes of his own preferment on that of the young 
favourite, endeavoured to instil into him the principles of prudence 
and discretion. But an event soon happened which proved the ruin 
buth of the tutor and his pupil. Carr had succeeded to Salisbury’s 
power on the death of that able minister in 1612, and had been cre
ated viscount Hochestcr in the preceding year. Having entertained 
an illicit passion for the wife of the carl of Essex,” Hochestcr had 
oven formed the project of espousing her by procuring a divorco 
from her husband. Overbury, to whom he communicated the scheme, 
strongly opposed i t ; and in order to get him out of the way, Ro
chester, instigated by the countess, persuaded the king to send him 
on an embassy into Russia. Having declined this proposal, Ovtrbury 

committed to the Tower. This obstacle being removed, the 
1<,Vi rs pursued their purpose; and the king himself enttred zealously 
into the project of procuring the countess a divorce from her hus
band. As Essex himself made no opposition, tire sentence was 

„:edilv pronounced; and, to crown the scene, tlic king, solicitous 
lest the lady should lose any rank by her new marriage, bestowed on 
Ids minion the title of earl of Somerset. Notwithstanding tins suc
cess, the countess of Somerset whs not satisfied till she should 
further satiate her revenge ou Ovcrbnry; and she engaged her hus
band. as well ns her uncle the earl of Northampton, in the atrocious 

* Essex had been restored to the honours of his father in 1603.
1 •
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I  ( W e4 | V  taking him off secretly by poison. Fruitless a t te u lQ X  
\* V ^ e7 r‘T d ^  wca ̂  poisons, but at last they gave him one so^ucflJ-t j  
\^X^gu^.yulent that til? symptoms were apparent to every one wfc 

' / ■ -'fjroaclicu him (Sept, lo, 1G13). His interment was hurried on with
the greatest precipitation j and though a strong suspicion immedi
ately prevailed among the public, the full proof of the crime was 
not brought to light till some years afterwards.

§ 9. But the favourite had not escaped that still voice which 
can make itself heard amidst dll the hurry and flattery of a court. 
Conscious of the murder of his friend, Somerset received small con
solation from the enjoyments of love, or the utmost kindness and 
indulgence of his sovereign. The graces of his youth gradually dis
appeared, the gaiety of his manners was obscured, Ids politeness and 
ooliging behaviour were changed into sullenness and silence; and 
the king, whose affections had been engaged by these superficial 
accomplishments, began to estrange himself from a man who no 
ongor contributed to his amusement. The sagacious courtiers ob- 

aer cd the first symptoms of this disgust. Somerset’s enemies seized 
he opportunity, and offered a new minion to the king. George 
V fillers, a youth of ono-and-twenty, younger brother of a good family,
0 at this time (1015) from his travels, and was remarked for 
•Q advantages of a handsome person, genteel air, and fashionable 

apparel. At a comedy he was purposely placed full in James’s eye, 
aji immediately engaged the attention, and in the same instant the 

cetions, of that monarch. After some manoeuvres to save appear
ances, James bestowed tho office of cupbearer on young Villiers. The 
w °̂ e court was now thrown into parties botween the two minions,
■ Ule the king himself, divided between inclination and decorum, 

mcreased the doubt and ambiguity of the corn-tiers; but tho dis
covery of Somerset’s guilt in the murder of Overhury at last decided 

10 controversy, and exposed him to the ruin and infamy which ho 
80 aveTL merited. An apothecary’s apprentice, who had been em
ployed in making up the poisons, having retired to Flushing, began 
lc talk very freely of the whole secret; and the affair at last came to 

% . e ears of the king’s envoy in the Low Countries. By his means
air llalph Wmwood, secretary of suite, was informed, and he imme
diately carried the intelligence to James. Sir Edward Coke was em
ployed to unravel the labyrinth of guilt. All the accomplices in 
Uvcrbury’s murder were brought to trial, and received the punish
ment duo to their criav': but tho king bestowed a pardon on tho 
Principals, Somerset and the countess. To soften tire rigour o'’ their 
Jjde, after some years’ imprisonment, ho restored them to their 
'Wty, and conferral on them a pension, with which they retired, 

languished out old age in infamy and obscurity. Their guilty 
• ” Ve6 were turned into the most deadly hatred; and they passrd many
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I ( y S f  toistber ’n ^ e same house, without any intercourse or I  
V • with each other. From the conduct of James to the gujJtyJLj

v X 1®15'! os wAll as from the improbability that the countess should have 
Overbury’s murder merely out of revenge for his having 

dissuaded Somerset from marrying her, we are irresistibly led to infer 
that there was some dark and unrcvealed secret connected with this 
event in which the king himself was implicated.*

The fall of Somerset, and his banishment from court, opened the 
way for Villiers to mount up at once to the full height of favour of 
■honours, and of riche3. In the course of a few years James created 
him viscount Villiers, earl, marquis, and duke of Buckingham and 
conferred upon him some of the highest offices in the kingdom ■ 
and thus the fond prince, by loading his favourite with premature 
and exorbitant honours, took,an infallible method to render him rash 
precipitate, and insolent.

§ 10j . 1 ne commencement of English colonisation dates front the 
reign of James. In that of Elizabeth, Baleigh endeavoured to plant 
a colony in North America, in the district called after the queen, 
Virginia; hut it proved a failure. Towards the close of Elizabeth’s 
reign, and the beginning of that of James, several discoveries and 
surveys were made in North America; and in 1606 James granted 
charters to two companies—the London or South Virginia Company,
Slid the Plymouth Company—for planting colonies in that quarter : 
in consequence of which James Town, in the Bay of Chesapeake, 
was founded in the following year, and was kept from perishing by 
the courage end fortitude of James Smith. In 1610 lord Delaware 
proceeded thither as governor of Virginia, with a new body of emi
grants, who were again reinforced in the following year; and from 
this time the colony flourished and increased. In 1610 a charter was 
also granted for the colonisation of Newfoundland. At the same 
period the trade to the east was fostered and encouraged by the 
government. On the 31st Dec. 1600, the East India Company was 
established by a charter of Elizabeth for 15 yearn, which was re- 
newed by James in 1609 for an unlimited period; and in 1C12 the 
first English factory was established at SuratX 

But the man who had given the first impulse to British colonisa
tion was still languishing in prison. The long sufferings of Raleigh 
had worn out Its unpopularity. People forgot that he had been the 
hitter enemy of their great favourite the earl of Essex, and were 
struck with the extensive genius of the man who, being educated 
andddt naval and military enterprises, had surpassed in the pursuits 
of literature of the most recluse and sodontoryli
admired his unbroken magnanimity, which at his age and under his

* Ste AtT10s> < Great Oyer of Poisoninv; Trial of the Earl of Somerset for 
pe.il oiling Sir Thomas Overhiirr in the Tower of London Loud. 1848,
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/ ^ / ’̂ ^ x \ 615"1618’ EXECUTION OF RALEIGH.

f I  ( W :ir®Fl13tance3 co'lld engage him to undertake and execute i C j X  
\  O '™ / 14/3 * *  ‘ History of the World.’ To increase these & v S l i a , 

W w S 'S& j^tions, on which he built the hopes of recovering his 
x^wja-tpread the report of a gold mine in Guiana, a country discovered 

by him about 23 years before, and which was sufficient, according to 
his representation, not only to enrich all the adventurers, but to afford 
immense treasures to the nation. The king released Raleigh from the 
Tower, and conferred on him authority over his fellow-adventurers 
though he still refused to grant him a pardon. Raleigh maintained 
that the English title to the whole of Guiana, by virtue of its discovery 
remained certain and indefeasible; but it happened in the mean time 
that the Spaniards, not knowing or not acknowledging this claim, 
had taken possession of a part of Guiana, had formed a settlement 
on the river Oroonoko, had built a little town called St. Thomas, 
and were there working some mines of small value. Gondomar thcre- 
,ore’ Spanish ambassador, complained of Raleigh’s preparations; 
ut the latter protested the innocence of his intentions, and James 

assured Gondomar that he should pay with his head for any hostile 
a mpt. Raleigh beut his course to St. Thomas; and remaining 
unself at the mouth of the river, with five of tho largest ships, bo 

sent up the rest to St. Thomas, under tho command of his son and a 
I T T  a person entirely devoted to him. The Spaniards,

10 lad expected this invasion, fired on the English at their landing, 
?re repulsed, and pursued into the town; but young Raleigh re

solved a shot, of which he immediately expired. This dismayed not 
^  and the others. They carried on the attack; got possession 
1 ic town, which they afterwards reduced to ashes ; and found net
3,1 it anything of value. But Keymis, being unable to penetrate 10 

:C tval or supposed mine, returned to Raleigh with the melancholy 
|b'vs of his sou’s death and the ill success of the enterprise; and 
"R, stung with the reproaches of Raleigh, retired into his cabin and 

but an end to his own life. The other adventurers now concluded 
. iat Hiey were deceived by Raleigh, and thought it safest to return 
'^mediately to England, and carry him along with them to answer 
or his conduct. The Spanish ambassador demanded the execution 
°f Raleigh ; and Janies, it) order to please the Spanish court, made 
Use of that power which he had purposely rear rved in his own hands, 
an<l signed the v. arrant for his execution upon his former sentence.

Raleigh, finding his fate inevitable, collected all his courage. “  ’Tis 
a sharp remedy,” he said, “  but a sure one for all ills,-' when lie fell, 
'he edge of the axe by which he was to bo beheaded. With the 
htmost indiiferenoe ho laid : is head upon the block, and received the 
■dul blow; and in his death there appeared the same great m; J 
'’d'ich during his life had displayed itself in all his conduct u, d 
hdiaviour (Oct. 29, 1618). No measure of James’s reign was



( i f  atilpred |v|ini more public dissatisfaction. It was regarded T
l* l p ig& jf yCoriiplaisaneo towards Sprain, with which country Ja\a^ I 
Vt^w^^s/mcdifating more intimate connexions. A. A

' ' . IJ/feoiidomar, the Spanish ambassador, had made offer of tlie 
secondctaughter of Spain to prince Charles; and, that he might 
render the temptation irresistible to the necessitous monarch, he gave 
hopes of an immense fortune which should attend the princess. The 
court cf Spain, though determined to contract no alliance witli a 
heretic, entered into negociations with James, which they artfully 
protracted; and the transactions in Germany, so important to the 
Austrian greatness, became every day a new motive for tliis duplicity 
of conduct. The States of Bohemia, which were in open revolt against 
the emperor Ferdinand II. for the defence of their religious liberties, 
had elected Frederick, elector palatine, for their king, since, in addi
tion to his own forces, ho \As son-in law to the king of England, 
and nephew to prince Maurice, whose authority was become almost 
absolute in the United Provinces. They hoped that these princes, 
moved by the connexions of blood, as well as by the tie of their com- 

■ mon religion, would interest themselves in all the fortunes of Frede
rick, aDd would promote Ms greatness. On the other hand, all the 
catholic princes of the empire had embraced Ferdinand’s defence ; 
and, above all, the Spanish monarch, deeming his own interest closely 
connected with that of the younger branch of his family, prepared 
po vorful succours from Italy and from the Low Countries.

The news of these events no sooner reached England than the 
whole kingdom was on fire to engage in the quarrel. But James, 
lx Mes that his temper was too little enterprising for such vast under
takings, war. restrained by another motive which had a mighty influ
ence over him : he refused to patronise the revolt of subjects against 
their sovereign, and from the very first denied to his son-in-law the 
(ifle of king of Bohemia. After much irresolution he resolved to 
defend the hereditary dominions of Iho palatine, but to leave the 
king of Bohemia to his fate. Meanwhile affairs everywhere hastened 
to a crisis. Almost at one time it was known in England that 
Frederick, being defeated in the great and decisive battle of Prague, 
had fled with his family into Holland, and that Spinola, the Spanisiy 
commander, had invaded the palatinate, and, meeting w ith no re
sistance, exet t from some princes of the union, and from one Eng
lish regiment of 24.00 men, commanded by the bravo sir Horace 
Vere, had in a little time reduced the greater part of that princi
pality (1620).

§ 12. High were now fi e murmurs and complaints against the 
king’s neutrality and inactive disposition ; hut the only attention 
■James p iid to this fooling was to make it a pretence for obtaining 
money, lie first tried tiro expedient of a benevolence, but the
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I I jjljPP' ^̂  v.us uow roused, and tlio nation regarw^^irlh
\ * \ ediqpis as real extortions, contrary to law, and dangerousJWtile-

parliament was found to bo the only resource whicfHfoiSir' 
\^(gtS§Sh any largo supplies; and writs were accordingly issued for 

summoning that great council of the nation (Jan. 30, 1621). In this 
parliament, although there appeared at first nothing but duty and 
submission on the part of the Commons, there were first regularly 
formed, though without acquiring these denominations, the parties 
of court and country. Tho Commons, being informed that the king 
had remitted several considerable sums to the palatine, without a 
negative voted him two subsidies. Afterwards they proceeded to 
the examination of grievances. They found that patents had been 
granted to sir Giles Hompesson for licensing inns and alehouses, and 
for gold and silver thread, which he made of a baser metal. The 
Commons proceeded against him by way of impeachment—a revival 
of a practice they had sometimes adopted under the Lancastrian 
kings, but of which there had been no instance under the Tudors. 
Lncouraged by this success, the Commons carried their scrutiny into 
other abuses of importance, and sent up an impeachment to the Peers 
against the celebrated Bacon, now viscount St. Alban’s and chancellor, 
llis want of economy and his indulgence to servants had involved 
mm in necessities; and, in order to supply Iris prodigality, he had 
been tempted to take bribes, by the title of presents, and that in a 
very open manner, from suitors iu chancery. The chancellor, con
scious of guilt, deprecated the vengeance of his judges; an 1 , n- 
deavoured, by a general avowal, to escape the confusion of a stricter 
oiquijy. The Lords insisted on a particular confession of all his cor
ruptions. lie acknowledged 28 articles; and was sentenced to pay a 
fine of 40,0001., to be imprisoned in the Tower during the king's 
pleasure, to be for ever incaimble of any office, place, or employment, 
and never again to sit in parliament, or come within tho verge of the 
court. In consideration of his great merit, the k Ing released him in 
a little time from the Tower, remitted his fine, as well as ail the 
other parts of his sentence, conferred on him a pension of 1800/. 
a-year, and employed every expedient to alleviate the weight of his 
age and misfortunes. And that groat philosopher at lr.-t ecknow- 
,eflged with regret that he had too long neglected tho true ambition 

a fine creuius! and by plunging into business and affairs which re
quire much less capacity, but greater firmness ot mind, than the 
Pursuits of learning, had exposed himself to such grievous calamities.

1 13. The Commons were proceeding with the reformation of abuses 
When they were adjourned by the king's commission, who was dis
pleased to" sec his prerogative too nearly touched. Before svpnr.umg 
they passed a unanimous resolution to spend their lives and fortunes 
in defence of their religion and of the palatinate, “ lifting up their
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®
ir hands so high as they could hold them, as a visiMolfc-|
their unanimous consent, in such sort that the lil'-<4hl.A 1 
• been seen in parliament.” This solemn protestation and 
recorded in the Journals. During the recess of parlia

ment the king had been so imimudent as to commit to prison sir 
Edwin Sandys, without any known cause except his activity and 
vigour in discharging his duty as a member of parliament; and, 
above all, the transactions in Germany, joined to the king’s cautions 
negotiations, and delays, inflamed that jealousy of honour and reli
gion which prevailed throughout the nation. This summer the ban 
of the empire had been published against the elector palatine and the 
execution of it was committed to the duke of Bavaria. The upper 
palatinate was in a little time conquered by that prince; and the 
progress of the Austrian arms was attended with rigours and severi
ties ' xercised against the professors of the reformed religion. The zeal 
of the Commons immediately moved them, upon their reassembling 
(Nov. Id), to take all these transactions into consideration. They 
framed a remonstrance against the growth of popery, adverting par- 
ticularly to the contemplated Spanish match and to the conquest of 
the palatinate. As soon as the king heard of the intended remon
strance he wrote a letter to the speaker, in which he sharply rebuked 
the House for openly debating matters far above their reach and 
capacity; and he strictly forbade them to meddle with anything that 
regarded his government or deep matters of state. By this violent 
letter the Commons were inflamed, not terrified. In a new remon
strance they insisted on their former remonstrance and advice; and 
they maintained, though in respectful terms, that they were entitled 
to interpose with their counsel in all mittters of government, and to 
possess.entire freedom of speech in their debates. So vigorous an 
answer was nowise calculated to appease the king. It° is said, 
when the approach of the committee who were to present it was 
notified to him, he ordered twelve chairs to he brought, for that 
there were so many kings a-coming. In his answer he commented 
on the unfitness of the House to enter on affairs of government, 
and told them that their privileges were derived from the grace and 
permission of his ancestors, hut that, as long as they contained 
themsol ves within the limits of their duty, he would he careful to 
maintain and preserve their lawful liberties and prrvilegi s.

This open pretension of the king’s naturally gave great alarm to 
the House of Commons. They therefore framed a protestation, in 
which they repeated all their former claims for freedom of speech, 
and an unbounded authority to interpose with their advice and 
counsel; and they asserted “ that the liberties, franchises, privileges, 
and . lisdjptions of parliament aro the ancient and undoubted birth
right and inheritance of the subjects of England.’’ The king, being



I * ( i °f tllis Pvocecdin?' scnt immediately for the iourJLCd'Xe
\ • \ g^oyninons, and with his own baud, before the council he tprl l i t  i 
W ^T!^S#otestation, and ordered his reasons to bo inserted in the eoundl 

Ho then prorogued the parliament, and soon after dissolved it 
by proclamation. Several of the leading members of the House 
among whom was sir Edward Coke,* were committed to prison- 
and others, as a lighter punishment, were sent to Ireland, in order to 
execute some business.

§ 14. Meanwhile the efforts made by Frederick for the recovery of 
his dominions were vigorous but unsuccessful. Count Tilly defeated 
his armies; and though James negociatcd for him with tho emperor 
he neglected to give him any material support. At length he per
suaded his son-in-law to disarm, under colour of duty and submission 
to tho omperor. James's eyes were now entirely turned towards 
Spain; and he doubted not, if he could effect his son’s marriage witli 
the infanta, hut that, after so intimate a conjunction, the restoration 
of the palatine could easily he obtained. A dispensation from Home 
was requisite for the marriage of tho infanta with a protestant prince; 
and tho king of Spain, having undertaken to procure that dispci sation, 
had thereby acquired the means of retarding at pleasure or of for
warding the marriage, and at the samo time of concealing entirely his 
artifices from tho court of England. In order to soften the objection 
®n the score of religion as much as possible, James issued public orders 
mr discharging all popish recusants who were imprisoned; and it was 
daily apprehended that he would forbid, for the future, the execution 
of the penal laws enacted against them. By this concession, as well as 
t*y the skilful negociatious of the earl of Bristol, James’s ambassador 
t° Philip IV., matters seemed to have been nearly brought to a success- 
mi conclusion, when all these flattering prospects were blastol by tin; 
temerity of a man whom the king had fondly exalted from a private 
condition to bo the bane of himself, of bis family, and of his people. 
Buckingham represented to the prince of Wales that a journey to 
aladrid would bo an unexpected gallantry which Would equal all the 
fictions of Spanish romance, and must immediately introduce him to 
the princess under tho agreeable character of a devoted lover and 
daring adventurer. The mind of tho young prince was inflamed by 
these generous and romantic ideas; and having with difficulty ob
tained the consent of the king, the prince and Buckingham, with 
three attendants, passed disguised and undiscovered through France, 
bnderthe names of John and Thomas Smith. They even ventured 
'nto a court-ball at Paris, whore Charles saw the princess Henrietta,

* Sir Kdward Coke, the rival and enemy of Bacon, and t ie  most eminent 
lawyer of those times, had been created chief justice ol tne Kings Bench in 
'BiU; but having lost the favour of James by his apposition to the illegal 
Zeroise of th royal prerogative, he was deprived of hie -eat upon the Bench 
,n and was returned to parliament in 1621.
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1 1 ( w ls f  ho)tj't'erwards espoused, and who was at that time in the h l 'tu  T
l .  V ofjjg’g&tly and beauty. In eleven days after their departuro m S j 1 .

arrived at Madrid (March 7, 1023), and surpriaber ^ 
 ̂eyerylfody by a step so unusual among great princes. The Spanish 
monarch, by the most studious civibties, showed the respect which 
lie bore to his royal guest. He gave him a golden key which opened 
nil his apartments, that the prince might, without any introduc- 
t ion, have access to him at all hours; and he introduced him into the 
palace with the same pomp and ceremony that attends the kings of 
Spain on their coronation. The infanta, however, was only shown 
to her lover in public, the Spanish ideas of decency being so strict 
as not to allow or any further intercourse till the arrival of the dis
pensation. A treaty was soon concluded in which nothing could 
reasonably be found fault with, except ono article, in which the king 
promised that the children should bo educated by the princess till ten 
years of age. This condition could not he insisted on, but with a 
view of seasoning their minds with catholic principles; and though 
so tender an age seemed a sufficient security against theological pre
judices, yet the same reason which made the pope insert that article 
should have induced James to reject it. But besides the public 
treaty there were separate articles, privately sworn to by the king, 
in which he promised to suspend the penal laws enacted against 
catholics, to procure a repeal of them in parliament, and to grant a 
toleration for tho exercise of the catholic religion in private houses.
But meanwhile Gregory XV., who granted the dispensation, died, and 
Tirban VIII., his successor, delayed sending a new dispensation in 
hopes of extorting fresh concessions. The king of England, as well 
as the prince, became impatient. On the first hint Charles obtained 
permission to return, and Philip graced his departure with all the 
circumstances of elaborate civility and respect which bad attended 
his reception. But Buckingham’s behaviour, composed of English 
familiarity and French vivacity, his sallies of passion, his indecent 
freedoms with the prince, his dissolute pleasures, his arrogant, imper 
tuons temper, which he neither could nor cared to disguise, had dis
gusted the Spaniards. Sensible how odious be was become to them, 
and o reading tho influence which that nation would naturally acquire 
after tho arrival of tho infanta, ho resolved to employ ; 11 his credit 
in order to prevent tho marriage. His impetuous and dom.neering 
character hud acquired, what it over after maintained, a total ascend
ant over tho temper of Charles; and when the prince left Madrid lie 
was firmly determined, notwithstanding all his professions, to break 
off the treaty with Spain.

§ 15. A rupture with Spain, tire loss of two millions, were prospects 
little agreeable to the pacific and indigent James; but finding bis 
only son bent against a match winch bad always been opposed by 
bis people and his parliament, lie yielded to difficulties which lie had

JAMES J. Cnar.



i  ( J R )t colrage or straagth of mind sufficient to overcome. BnrV W -X
\L\ y j y sotW entirely the direction of the negocialions; and BriA^lr i. 1
'^ ^ -^M K pos iU ve  orders not to deliver the proxy, which had been left 

X''2-1Sl'ins hands, or to finish the marriage, till security were given for 
the full restitution of the palatinate. Philip understood this lan
guage ; but being determined to throw the blame of the rnpluro 
entirely on the English, ho delivered into Bristol’s hand a w it ten 
promise, by which he hound himself to procure the restor tion of the 
palatine, either by persuasion or by every other possible means; and 
when he found that this concession gave no satisfaction, he ordered 
the infanta to lay aside the title of princess of Wales, which she bore 
after the arrival of the dispensation from Rome, and to drop the study 
of the English language; and thinking that such rash counsels as 
now governed the court of England would not stop at the breach of 
t le marriage treaty, he ordered preparations for war immediately to 
0 made throughout all his dominions.

flic king, having broken with Spain, was obliged to concert new 
measures; and without the assistance of parliament no effectual step 
o any kind could he taken. It might be hoped that, the Spanish 
‘l umcc, which gave such umbrage, being abandoned, tlio Commons 
v'JlI ,‘ uo'v bo better satisfied with the king’s administration. In his 
speech to the Houses (Feb. 19, 1624) James dropped some hints of 

cause Complaint against Spain ; and he graciously condescended 
w’tT^ at̂ vlce parliament, which he had ever before rejected,

*t i regard to the conduct of so important an affair. Buckingham 
e ncred to a committee of Lords and C ommons a long narrative,

0 c*1 '10 Protended to be true and complete, of every stop taken iu 
Cle ,u-o"Ciation3with Philip; but partly by the suppression of some 
ae.s, partly by the false colouring laid on others, this narrative was

ca cumted entirely to mislead the parliament, and to throw on the 
o',U!̂  Spain the reproach of artifice and insincerity. The prince o! 

■lies, who was present, vouched for its truth; and the king him- 
f lent it, indirectly, his authority, by telling the parliament that 
was by his orders Buckingham laid the whole affair before them.

1 lch, on the threshold of manhood, was Charles's initiation in insin- 
? ̂ 7. The narrative concurred so well with the passions and pre- 
1 dices of the parliament that no scruple v,as made of immediately 
d̂opting i t ; and they immediately advised the king to break oil' both 
patties with Spain, as well that which regarded (he marriage as that 
°r tho restitution of the palatinate. The people displayed their tri- 
'diph by public bonfires and rejuk ings, and by insults on the Spanish 
•Ministers; and Buckingham became the favourite of the public and 
at tllU Pttrl'ament- Commons voted a sum of 600,000/., which,
:u !uc ,iin3’c own proposition, was paid to a committee of parliament,
■Vd ■issraCli them, without being intrusted to his management.

Mintage was also taken of the present juncture to pass the bil.
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(• C M  wm^polics, which had formerly been encouraged b y M ^ lT  , 
'^^ng^W^Which had failed by the rupture between him and the7 

talLiSferise of Commons; and the Commons corroborated their 
newly-revived power of impeachment by preferring one against 
the earl of Middlesex, the treasurer, who was found guilty of accept
ing presents and of other misdemeanours.

§ 10. All James’s measures, and all the alliances into which ho 
entered, were now founded on the system of enmity to the Austrian 
family, and of war to he carried on for the recovery of the palatinate.
An army of GOOO men was levied in England and sent over to Hol
land, which had renewed the war with the Spanish monarchy. A 
treaty was entered into with France, which included a marriage be- 
t ween Charles and the princess Henrietta: and as the prince during 
his abode in Spain had given a verbal promise to allow the infanta 
the education of her children till the age of thirteen, this article was 
here inserted in the treaty. In the spring of 1625 James was seized 
with a tertian ague; and after some fits expired on the 27th of March, 
after a reign over England of 22 years and some days, and in the 59th 
year of his age. His reign over Scotland was almost of equal dura
tion with his life. No prince was ever so much exposed to the oppo
site extremes of calumny and flattery, of satire and panegyric. His 
generosity bordered on profusion, his learning on pedantry, his pacific 
disposition on pusillanimity, his wisdom on cunning, his friendship on 
light fancy and boyish fondness. His capacity was considerable, hut. 
fitter to discourse on general maxima than to conduct any intricate 
business. Awkward in his person and ungainly in his manners, he 
was ill qualified to command respect; partial and nndisccming in 
his affection?, he Was little fitted to acquire general love. Never had 
sovereign a higher notion of the kingly dignity, never was any 1 
qualified hjr nature to sustain - . lie spent much of his time in 
luintin ;, and in the coarse and vulgar sports of cock-fighting and 
Haiti r; a hulls and 1 tears ; and the maun or? of his court, were dis
graced by buffoonery, drunkenness, oud debauchery.>

CHRONOLOGY OF REMARKABLE EVENTS,

1601. Accession of James I. A conspi- convicted of the murder of uii
ruey to pli.ro Arabella Stuart Thomas Overbury,
on the throne. 1 Cl8. Sir Walter Kalcigh executed after

1601. Hampton-court conference. IJj. pjJOrtq**ta expedition to
1605. The Gunpowder riot. 1021. Kupturo"between tho king end
1007. James Town In'Virginia founded, thc CommoniJ>
1611. Ulster ■- Ionised by Lend 1 r.cr.. 1G03. Print • Chr-rlos and Buckingham 

oud others. proceed to Madrid.
1010. The carl and countess of Homerret | 103.1. Tenth of Jumps l., March 27.
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CHAPTER XXI.

CJTARLES I.— FROM HIS ACCESSION TO THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE
CIVIL WAR. A.D. 1625-1G42.

§ 1. Accession of Charles. Proceedings in parliament. § 2. llxv
against Spain. Second parliament. Impeachment of Buckingham § 3. 
Illegal taxation. War with France. Expedition to the isle of Rhd. § 4. 
Third parliament. Petition of right. Struggle between the king and 
Commons. § 5. Assassination of Buckingham. Surrender of Rochelle.
§ G. New cession. Tonnage and poundage. Religious disputes. Dissolu
tion of parliament. § 7. Peace with France and Spain. The king's 
advisers. Laud’s innovations in the church. Arbitrary and illegal govern
ment. § 8. Ship-money. Trial of Hampden. § 9. Discontents in Scot
land. The covenant. Episcapacy abolished. Scotch ware. §10. Fourth 
English parliament. Riots in London. §11. Scotch war. Rout at New - 
bum, and treaty of Ripon. Council nt York, and summoning of the Long 
Parliament. § 12. Meeting of the Long Parliament. Impeachment of 
Strafford. Great authority of the Common'. Triennial bill. § in. 
Strafford's trial. His attainder and execution. § 14. Court of High 
Commission and Star Chamber abolished. King’s journey to Scotland.
§ 15. Irish rebellion. § 16. Meeting < - the English parliament. rihe 
remonstrance. Impeachment of the bishops. § 17. Accusation of lord 
Kimbolton and the live members. The king leaves Loudon. 1 he militia 
bill. The king arrives at York. § 18. Preparations for a civil war.
The king erect* his standard at Nottingham.

§ 1. Soon after his secession, Charles, now in his 25th year, com
pleted his marriage with the French princess Henrietta. Ho had 
espoused her by proxy at Paris, and on the 22nd .Juno, 1G25 
Buckingham conducted her to England. \On the 18th of that 
month a new parliament assembled at Westminster, and Charles



G0l%\.

\* \ Ij ^ » BnF^Prâ y expected that at the commencement of hV jk .r.
display their affection by granting him supplies adkqjraL-i 

.sjf î l̂ct a war which had been undertaken with the apparent 
apprSbation of the people. But the House of Commons was almost 
entirely governed by a set of men of the most uncommon capacity 
and the largest views: men who were now formed into a regular 
party, and united, as well by fixed aims and projects, as by the 
hardships which some of them had undergone in prosecution of 
them. Among these wo may mention the names of sir Edward 
Coke, sir Edwin Sandys, sir Bobert Philips, sir Francis Seymour, sir 
Dudley Diggcs, sir John Elliot, sir Thomas Wentworth, Mr. 
Selden, and Mr. Pytn. Animated with a warm regard to liberty, 
these generous patriots saw with regret an unliounded power 
exercised by the crcfcvn, and were resolved to seize the opportunity 
which the king’s necessities offered them of reducing the prerogative 
within more reasonable compass. The end they esteemed beneficent 
and noble—the means regular and constitutional. To grant or 
refuse supplies was the undoubted privilege of the Commons ; and 
with these views they voted only two subsidies (about 140,0001.) to 
meet the expenses of the formidable war into which Charles was 
about to plunge. Not discouraged, however, by this failure, Charles, 
though he was constrained to adjourn the parliament by reason of 
the plague, which at that time raged in London, immediately re
assembled them at Oxford, and made a new attempt to gain from 
them some supplies. But though he bid bare to them all bis 
nee softies—(hough he showed that upwards of a million a year was 
necessary for die conduct of the war anil for the defence of Ireland, 
and even condescended to vise entreaties, the Commons remained 
inexorable. Besides all their other motives, they had made a 
discovery which inilamcd them against the court and against tlio 
dulse of Buckingham. The drench court, not without the con- 
nivauce, it was suspected, of Charles and bis ministers, had 
attempted to employ against the Huguenots of Bochtlie some 
English vessels which had been sent to Dieppe on pretence of 
a> rving against the Genoese. When, on discovei y 0f big destination 
Bennington, the commander, had sailed with Ins squadron to 
England, Buckingham, lord admiral, had compelled him to return - 
and the contemplated enterprise was frustrated only by the mutiny 
and desertion of the crews. The king, finding that the parliament 1 
was resolved to grant him no supply, took advantage of the plague, I 
which began to appear at Oxford, and on that pretence immediately 
dissolved them (Am. 12). To supply the want of parliamentary 
aids, Charles issued privy seals for borrowing money from his sub
jects. The advantage reaped bv this expedient was a small com- 
pousation for the di-iist which it occ.Honcd: by means, however,



I ’  l oftljmt Amply, and by other expedients, he was, though v.lnkSjfll
\ V 6 ^ ^ ^ a b le d  to equip his fleet, which consisted of 80 vcssel^JJL-i 

x^rriglJdn board an army of 10,000 men, under sir Edward Cecil, 
lately created viscount Wimbledon.

§ 2. Cecil undertook an expedition against Cadiz, which proved a 
complete failure, and increased the complaints against the court. A 
little prudence might have discovered to Charles the folly of per
sisting in hostilities which he. had not the means of carrying on 
without the surrender of his dearest pretensions, and from which he 
had an opportunity to escape, as war was not actually declared 
against Spain till after the dissolution of his first parliament, but 
his evil genius, and the violent counsels of Buckingham, urged him 
on to his destruction. The abortive attempt upon Cadiz increased 
his necessities, and obliged him to call a new parliament (Feb. 6, 
1626). But the views of the last parliament were immediately 
adopted by this, as if the same men had been everywhere elected, 
and no time had intervened since their meeting. The inadequate 
supplies which they voted were coupled with the condition that they 
were to proceed in regulating and controlling every part of govern
ment which displeased them: to which the king’s urgent necessities 
obliged him to submit. The duke of Buckingham, who became 
everyday more unpopular, was obliged to sustain tw« violent attacks 
this session—one from the carl of Bristol, another from the House of 
Commons. The carl of Bristol hod mortally offended Buckingham 
in the affair of the Spanish marriage, and was consequently ob
noxious to Charles. When the parliament was summoned, Charles, 
by a stretch of prerogative, had given orders that no writ, as is cus
tomary, should be sent to Bristol. That nobleman applied to the 
House of Lords by petition, and craved their good offices with the 
king for obtaining what was his due as a peer of the realm. His writ 
was sent him, hut accompanied with a letter from the lord-keeper, 
Coventry, commanding him, in the king’s name, to absent himself 
from parliament. This letter Bristol conveyed to tire Lords, and 
asked advice how to proceed in so delicate a situation. The king’s 
prohibition was withdrawn, and Bristol took his at at. Provoked at 
tin * repeated instances of vigour, which the court denominated con
tumacy, Charles ordered his afitomcy-general to enter an accusation 
of high treason against him. By way of n orimina sad
Buckingham of high treason, and proved that lie was tho author of 
the war with Spain. Tl. j  lower House also, after having voted that 
common fame was a sufficient ground of accusation by the Commons 
Proceeded to frame regular articles against Buckingham. They 
accused him of having united many officer, in his person ; of neglect- 
in; to guard the seas, insomuch that many merchant-ships had 
fallen into tho hands of tho enemy; of delivering ship ■ to the
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\ V M ; * ! ' ' ” " ’ iu or(lGr to Bei've against the Huguenots; ofVSfc [-11-
V 1'1" sâ e °i* honours and offices; of accepting

tbe CIWn; of procuring many titles of honour for hie 
fcmured; and of administering physic to the late king without 
acquainting his physicians. It is probable that several of these 
articles were well founded; but as the Commons called for no 
evidence, it is impossible to give a decided opinion upon them. 
The parliament was dissolved before any of these impeachments 
wes brought to a termination; but Bristol recorded a satisfactory 
answer on the journals; whilst the. fact that Buckingham made 
none at all to that in the Lords renders his cause very suspicious ')

§ 3. Having thus failed in obtaining a grant, certain new cmL- 
s e b ,  with which Charles had threatened the parliament were now 
to be tried, in order to supply his necessities. A commission 
was openly granted to impound with the catholics, and amce for 
**3*“ ®? T 1*  penal laws enacted against them. From the
Tm mo/*16 T W d aSS1SteD?®; from tho <% he required a loan of 
100,000k Tbo former contributed slowly; but tho lath r, covering 
themselves under many pretences and excuses, gave him at last a 
flat refusal. Each of the maritime towns was required, with the 
assistance of the adjacent counties, to arm so many vessels as were 
appointed them. The city of London was rated at 20 ships. This 
^ i ,h first appearance, in Charles’s reign, of ship-money; a taxation 

, 1 &no° b(»n imjiosed by Elizabeth, but which afterwards
when earned some steps further by Charles, created such violent 
discontents. But after the news of the battle of Luttcrn, between 
the king of Denmark and count Tilly, the imperial general, in which 
10 for‘ner ,was totally defeated, money, more than over, became 

necessary, m order to support a prince who was so nca-ly allied to 
Lhanos. After some deliberation, an act of council was passed, im
porting that, as the urgency of affairs admitted not the way of parlia
ment, the most speedy, equal, and convenient method of supply was 
I.y a OENBBAI, loss from the subject, according as every man 
assessed in the rolls of the last subsidy. Commissioners, invested 
with an almost inquisitorial power, were appointed to lew  the 
money. That religious prejudices might support civil authority 
■ unions were preached by Sur.horpe and Mainwaring in favour of the 
general loan; and tho court industriously spread them over the kin '- 
'lorn. Pasmve okdience was there recommends I in its fnll extent 

whr ê authority of tlie state was represented as belongin'' to the 
king alone, and nil limitations of law and a constitution were rc- 
jeofed as seditious and impious. Throughout England many 
rr-niwi these loans; some were ov-.n active in encouraging their 
nughlmio-s to insist upon then- common rights and privileges. By 
warrant of tho council these were thrown into prison.

/K^£ Go% \
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i  ( c^mre jtio conduct of Buckingham, whose name hitherto thl^J^J 
\*»\ d i l l f^ l jy  forborne to mention. After some abortive attcnirksKA i  

tempest Jiat was ready to burst on the duke, the king 
thought proper, upon a joint application of the Lords and Commons, 
to come to the House of Peers, and, by pronouncing the usual form 
of words, “ Let it ho law as is desired,” to give full sanction and 
authority to the petition.* The Commons, nevertheless, continued 
to carry their scrutiny into every part of government, and resumed 
their censure of Buckingham’s conduct, to whom they attributed all 
their grievances. They also complained that the levying of tonnage 
and poundage, without consent of parliament, was a palpable viola
tion of the ancient liberties of the people, and an open infringement 
of the petition of right, so lately granted. The king, in order to 
prevent the finishing and presenting this remonstrance, came sud
denly to the parliament, and ended this session by a prorogation 
(J nne 26).

§ 5. But the object of the displeasure of the Commons was soon 
after removed in a sudden and unexpected manner. The duke of 
Buckingham repaired to Portcmouth to superintend the prepara
tions for an expedition to relieve Rochelle. Here he engaged in 
conversation with Soubiso, and other French gentlemen; after 
which he drew towards the door; and in that passage, turning 
himself to speak to sir Thomas Fryar, a colonel in the army, 
ho was, on the sudden, over sir Thomas’s shoulder, struck upon 
the breast with a knife. Without uttering other words than 
“  The villain has killed mo,” in the same moment pulling out the 
knife, he breathed his last (Aug. 23). Soon after a man without a 
bat was seen walking very composedly before the door. Ono crying 
out “  Here is the fellow who killed the duke,”  everybody ran to ask 
“ Which is he?” The man very sedately answered “ I am he.”
He was now known to be one Felton, who had served under the 
''alto in the station of lieutenant. His captain being killed in the 
fetreat at the islo of Bhe, Felton had applied for the company ; and 
"hen disappointed he throw up his commission, and retired in dis- 
content from the army. When asked at whoso instigation ho had 
Performed the horrid deed, he replied that the resolution proceeded 
jmly frotn himself, and the impulse of his own conscience ; and that 
"is motives would appear if Ins hat were found : for that, believing 

| “o should parish in the attempt, ho had there token caro to explain 
■ lbcm. The king urged that Felton should he racked in order to 
“Wirt from him a discovery of his accomplices; but the ju '- .: 
Shared that practice altogether illegal: so much more exact rea- 
8°nvrs, with regard to law, had they liccomo, from the jealous
J. * This celebrated PETITION Of Right, which is the : . ond gi-eat <fhs ter •

•agUai, liberties, a printed in extenso in N >t«s and III stratton?, p. 4 10 . 
k Po l a n d . a

rUTITlON OF RIGHT. /j%b



I 3 | uP f I  of tio HoUse of Commoiis. Felton was soon a V a t l ls
V■ V CSIjyciJsed/ for the murder. T’ j  I  ;

>% uwiliie lhc distress of Rochelle had riser* to the utmost cx- 
After Buckingham’s death tho command of the fleet and 

anny was conferred on the earl of I.indesey, who, arriving before 
Rochelle, made some attempts to break through the mole erected 
across the harbour by Richelieu; but by the delays of the English 
that work was now fully finished and fortified ; and tho inhabitants 
finding their last hopes fail them, were reduced to surrender at dis
cretion, even in sight of the English admiral (Oct. 18, 1628).

§ c’ Tll= failure of an enterprise in which the English nation 
from religious sympathy, so much interested themselves could not 
but dimmish tho king’s authority in the parliament’during the 
approaching session (Jan. 20, 1629): hut the Commons, when 
assembled, found manymther causes of complaint. All the conies 
ot ti petition of right, which were dispersed, had by the king’s 
orders annexed to them the first answer, which had given so little 
.... faction to tho Commons. Sciden also complained in the House 
’!\ °J!C ’ ^  tlgQ> contrary to the petition of right, had been punished 

with the loss of his ears, by a discretionary or arbitrary sentence of 
the star-chamber. But- the great article on which the House of 
Commons broke with the king was their claim with regard to tonmwe 
and poundage. °

i  lie duty of tonnage and poundage, in more ancient times, had 
b commonly a temporary grant of parliament; but it had been 
conferred on Henry V. during life, with the special proviso, how- 
rver’, tFe gnmt wsbnot to form a precedent; and though the 
; taut or life had been renewed under subsequent sovereigns, yet it 
was clearly in the power of parliament to withhold it. In GharWa 
first parliament the Commons had voted it only for a year; but 
he Peers rejected this bill: and as a dissolution of parliamcri fol- 

: soon after, no attempt seems to have been made for obtainin r 
-:.nr,ge and poundage m any other form. Charles meanwhile' 

continued still to levy this duty by his own authority, and the 
nation was so accustomed to that exertion of reyal power that im 

• scruple was at first entertained of submitting t0 it. But the Com
mon:! now insisted that the king should at once entirely desist from 
It-vviiiu those duties; after which they wore to take'it into con
sideration how far they would restore him to tho possession of »  

into of which he had clearly divested himself. Charles was 
not disposed to comply with tins condition ; -ot he contented hiin- 
•mlt, for the present, with soliciting the House by messages and 
1 ? * » ''* •  *•» Commons, instead of h.nrkening to L Tmlioitn-

lo cf ry V,lir swntiny ^  W* inrnmgement of
°  l1’ '■1“cU " M ,ljc only gnovanco to which, in their opinion,

CHARLES I. C^EIXXI.



p .  RELIGIOUS DISPUTES. ( lg ^ _

V 1 {foy.ia>j Jtyot, as yet, by their petition of right, applied a sutraJSf I
\ 1 Y % 7  .

xj^ArgjM, that complication of disputes m which men were llien 
involved, wo may ol>scrvc that the appellation puritan stood for 
three parties, which, though commonly united, wore yet actuated 
by very different views and motives. There were the political 
puritans, who maintained the highest principles of civil liberty ; the 
puritans in discipline, who were averse to the ceremonies' and epis
copal government of tho church; and the doctrinal puritans, who 
rigidly defended tho speculative system of the Swiss reformers. In 
°Pposition to all those stood tho court party, tho hierarchy, and the 
Arminians; only with this distinction, that tho latter sect, being 
introduced a few years before, did not, as yet, comprehend all those 
who were favourable to the church and to monarchy. Till towards 
the end of James’s reign (lie tenets of the church of England had 
'"■•(•n Cnlvinistic. James himself, in tlio pride of his theological 
learning, had. been a rigid opponent of Armiuius, tho champion of 
free-will. In 1611 he had condescended to procure from the Dutch 
the banishment of Yorstius, a professor of divinity and disciple of 
Anninius, and had even given them a hint that he was worthy ,.f 
ife flames : and the divines whom he sent to the synod of Dort in 
1('18 assisted to procure the condemnation of the Arrninians in 
Holland. Tint soon after this ho changed his opinion: tho clergy 
Were forbidden to preach tlio doctrine of predestination ; and Laud, 
Howson, aDd Corbet, notorious Arminian-, wow advanced to bishop- 
1 los’ These men and their disciples and successors were the 
’’trenuous preachers of passive obedience, and of entire submission to 
Princes; and if these could once ho censured, and bo expelled the 
°hnroh and court, the Commons concluded that the hierarchy would 
P'ceiv0 a mortal blow, the ceremonies be less rigidly insisted on, and 
'l! king, deprived of his most faithful friends, bo obliged to abate 
^ high claims of prerogative on which at present he insisted. 
pUt Laud had unfortunately acquired a great asc. ndant over 
’ ''tries : and as all those prelates obnoxious to the Commons, were 
u-'ardud as his chief friends and most favourite courtiers, ho was 

waived not to disarm and dishonour himself by abend mil %
• °  Hie resentment of his enemies.
. Hie inquiries and debates concerning tonnage and poundage went 
'Iln i in hand with there theological or metaphysical controversies.
‘ if .John E lio t framed a remonstrance against levying those duties 
'v't! u t consent of parliament, and offered i t  to tho clerk to read.
1 Was refused. He read it himself. The question being then 

'"'k'd for, the Bpcakor, sir John Finch, raid, “ That he had n 
P'oinnd from the king to adjourn, and to put no quo:

*"'11 which lie rose and left the chair. The whole llnnse w.ie
s •>

e°%\
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1 ’  \ jjljkn The speaker was pushed back into the eliaft^icl
in it by Hollis and Valentine, till a short 

X ^ r a a gĝ y-as framed, and was jjassed by acclamation rather than by 
voteT Papists and Arminians were there declared capital enemies 
to the commonwealth. Those who levied tonnage and poundage 
were branded with tho same epithet. And even the merchants 
who should voluntarily pay these duties were denominated betrayers 
of English liberty, and public enemies. The doors being locked 
the gentleman usher of the House of Lords, who was sent by the 
king, could not get admittance till this remonstrance was finished, 
lly the king’s order, he took tire mace from the table, which ended 
* heir proceedings. And n f̂ew days after the parliament was dis
solved (March 10, 1629).- Several members were committed to 
prison, on account of the last tumult in the House, which was 
called sedition ; nor were they released without great difficulty and 
alter several delays. Sir John Eliot, Hollis, and Valentine,’were 
summoned to tlieir trial in the king’B bench, for seditious speeches 
and behaviour in parliament; but refusing to answer hefuro an 
iuienor court for their conduct as members of a superior, they were 
i. mdemned to bo imprisoned during the king’s pleasure, to find 
sureties for their good behaviour, and to be fined, tho two former 
loOUi. apiece, the latter 5001. But they unanimously reluscd to 
find sureties, and disdained to accept of deliverance on such terms.
, lr John Eliot diea while in custody; a great clamour was raised 
against the administration, and ho was universally regarded as a 
martyr to the liberties of England.

§ t Charles, being destitute of all supply, and having resolved to 
cah no more parliaments till he should see greater indication of a 
c .mphant disposition m the nation, was necessarily reduced to make 
peace With the two crowns against which he had hitherto waged a 
war, entered into without nee. Xty, and conducted without riory. 
After the death of Buckingham* who hail somewhat alienated 
Charles from the queen, she is to bo considered as his chief friend 
and favourite. Ills ministers he began to choo. o from tho popular 
leaders—a sure proof that a secret revolution had happened in the 
constitution, and had necessitated tho prince to adopt new maxims 
of government. But the views of tho king were at this time so 
repugnant to those of the puritans, that the leaders whom he gained 
1 >st from that moment all interest with their party, and were even 
pin Maxi as traitors with implacable hatred and resentment. This 
w e  1 the case with sir Thomas Wentworth, whom the kin- created,
, ' 1 ’ 'uon>tl,ou a viscount, and afterwards earl of Strafford; made 
hill) j,resident of tho c umin of York, and deputy of Ireland; and 
to'Mdel him as his chief minister and counsellor. Sir Dudley 
Hip-V < was about the same Huic created master of the rolls; Nny,
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I * l Sikoat) Ms at tliis time the surprise of all men when IQ ^ J ,
\ " e v e r y  attempt against the Austrian dominions, 
X^^tlpbjafown subjects, unsupplied with any treasure but what he 

oXtofted by the most invidious and most dangerous measures, as if 
the half of Europe, now his enemy, were not sufficient for the exer
cise of military prowess, wantonly attacked France. This war is 
commonly ascribed to a personal pique between Buckingham and 
Kickelieu ; but it can scarcely be doubted that there were other 
motives for i t : on the part of France, disgust, fanned hy the pope, 
at the non-fulfilment of the articles of the marriago treaty; on that 
of England, disappointment at having received no assistance in the 
German war. Buckingham had persuaded Charles to dismiss at 
once all his queen’s French servants, contrary to the articles of the 
Marriage treaty, and encouraged the English ships of war and 
Privateers to seize vessels belonging to French merchants. But 
finding that all these injuries produced only remonstrances and em
bassies, or at most reprisals, on the part of France, he resolved to 
undertake at ouco a military expedition against that kingdom. 
Buckingham sailed first to Kochelle, with a fleet of n< arly 100 sail 
and an army of 7000 men ; but though Kochelle was in possession 
of the Huguenots, and was then besieged by cardinal Kichelieu, the 
inhabitants, mistrusting the 'English commander, refused to admit 
bim. Buckingham then bent liis courso to tho Lslo of Ithd; but all 
bis measures were so ill concerted, that in a few months ho returned 
1° England, having lost two-thirds of his land forces—totally dis
credited both as an admiral and a general, and ' ringing no praise 
with him but the vulgar one of conm :o and personal braverv (< ’of.

- ^ 2<). r
. § 4. Meanwhile ! the money levied, or rather extorted, under 
Colour of prerogative*, had come in very slowly, and had left such ill- 
humour in the nation, that it appeared dangerous to renew the expe
riment, and tho absolute necessity of supply forced the king to call 

third parliament. When tho Commons assembled (March 17, 
1028) they appeared to bo men of the same independent spirit with 
fhoir predecessors, and possessed of such riches that their property 
Was computed to surpass three times (Imt of the House of Peers. 
- 'any of the members bad it. i n cast into prison, and hail suffered l ,• 
tne measures of tho court; yet, notwithstanding these circum
stances, which might prompt Lhnu to embrace violent resolutions, 
they entered ujion burincaa with perfect temper and decorum. Tho 
king told them, in his first speech, that, if they should not do their 
duties in contributing to the necessities of the state, ho must in 
discharge of Iris conscience, use those other means which God had 
hut into his hands. “  Take not this for a threatening," pdded the 
*"ig, “  for I scorn to threaten any but my equals ; hut as an admo-



1 * \ frjMpJhim who, by nature and duty, has most care otVSIi I
\V«SWSS3«teft and prosperity.” The lord-keeper, by the kiVgl-1—  ̂

xSrcciidlr; added a speech to the same effect; bu* these haughty and 
unwise rebukes made no impression upon the Commons. After 
some excellent speeches from sir I ’rancis Seymour, sir Kobert 
Philips, sir Thomas 'Wentworth, and others, in favour of liberty, a 
vote was passed without opposition against arbitrary imprisonments 
and forced loans. And the spirit of liberty having obtained some 
contentment by this exertion, the reiterated messages of the king, 
who pressed for supply, were attended to with more temper. Five 
subsidies were voted him ; with which, though much inferior to his 
wants, he declared himself well satisfied. The supply, though 
voted, was not as yet passed into a law, and the Commons resolved 
to employ the interval in providing some barriers against the viola
tion of their rights and liberties. Forced loans, benevolences, taxes 
without consent of parliament, arbitrary imprisonments, the billet
ing of soldiers, martial law ; these were the grievances complained 
of, and against these an eternal remedy was to he provided. The 
Commons pretended not, as they affirmed, to any unusual powers or 
privileges: they aimed only at securing those which had been 
transmitted from their ancestors: and their law, which provided 
against all these abus e , and which was founded on Magna Charts 
and other ancient statutes, they resolved to call a rr.TiTioN of bight

as implying that it contained a corroboration or explanation of the 
ancient constitution, not any infringement of royal prerogative, or 
acquisition of new liberties.

'1. he king attempted to elude the bill, by persuading the House 
of Fords to induce the Commons so to modify it that a savin" 
clause should still be left for his sovereign power. But the Com
mons, who saw through these artifices, sent the hill in its original 
• tate to the upper House, and the Tcers passed the petition without 
any material alteration; and nothing hut the royal assent was want
ing to give it the force of a law. The king accordingly came to i! 
i louse of Fccrs, sent for the Commons, and, being seated in his chair 
of state, the petition was read to him. Great was now the astonish
ment of all men, when, instead of the usual conciai and clear form 
by which a bill is cither confirmed or rejected, Charles said, iii 
answer to the pciition, “ The king willeth that right he dono'ac- 
cordmg to tho laws and customs of the realm, and that the statutes 
be put into execution ; that, his subjects may have no cause to com- 
pi.’ in of any wrong, or oppression, contrary to their just rights and 
liberties, to the preservation whereof ho holds himself in conscience 
ns much obliged as of his own prerogative.” The result might have 
been foreseen. The Commons r-.-tumrd iu very ill humour, which 
th.y vented by impeaching Hr. Mai;. - aring. They next proceeded to

\ \ \  CliAKLES 1. CuAp/xxl —



(* ( M Ln^aeneral; Littleton, solicitor-general. All these -
parliamentary leaders; and were men eminent til f l » :r i 

In all ecclesiastical allairs, and even in many civil, 
^Lartfh bishop of London, acquired a great ascendant over Charles, 

and led him, by the facility of his temper, into a conduct which 
proved fatal to himself and to his kingdom. Laud, and the other 
prelates who embraced his measures, by adopting many of those 
religious sentiments which prevailed during the fourth and fifth 
centuries, could not fail of giving the English faith and liturgy 
some resemblance to the catholic superstition, which the kingdom in 
general, and the puritans in particular, held in the greatest horror 
and detestation. Alterations were made in the ritual. The com
munion table was removed from the centre of the churches, placed 
at the east end, railed in, and called the altar; the use of copes, 
pictures, crucifixes, Ac., was restored ; in short, those usages were 
introduced which characterise the party called hirjli church. Hence, 
not ouly the discoutented puritans believed the church of England 
to be relapsing fast into Romish superstition: the court of Homo 
itself entertained hopes of regaining its authority in this island ; 
and, iu order to forward Laud’s supposed good intentions, an offer 
was twice made him, in private, of a cardinal’s hat, which he de
clined accepting. In return for Charles’s indulgence towards the 
church, Laud and his followers took care to magnify, on every occa
sion, the regal authority, and to treat with the utmost disdain or 
detestation all puritanical pretensions to a free and independent 
constitution. The principles which exalted prerogative were not 
entertained by the king merely as soft and agreeable to his royal 
cars : they were also put in practice during the timo that he ruled 
Without parliaments. He levied money either by the revival of 
oh-.-oleta laws, or by violations, somo more open, some more dis- 

■ d, of tho privileges of the nation; and he gave way to severi- 
ties in the star-chamber and high commission, which seemed notes- 
-"ary in order to support tho present mode of administration, and 
repress the rising spirit of liberty throughout the kingdom. Ho 
issued a proclamation, from which it was generally interred that 
during this roign no more parliaments were intended to be sum
moned. Tonnage and poundage continued to bo levied by the 
royal authority alone. C.-mpositions wera openly m.uV wiili recu
sants, anil the popish religion became a regular part of the revenue. 
Under a law of Edward 1L, persons possessed of 401. a year and 
upwards in land wore summoned to receive knighthood, or com
pound for their neglect. Commissioners were appoint'd lor fixiim 
the rates of composition, and instructions were given to these com- 
'uisaioners not to accept of a less sum than would havo l>een due bv 
l'“ ‘ jiarty, upon a tax of three subsidies and a half. Monopolies

LAUD'S INNOVATIONS IN THE CHURCH. / ^ 3 S 9



( i f  |pdl,and many ° ^ sr illegal methods of raising moniCjrJ^

of star-chamber extended its : nthority, and itK fr ia ^  
X^WSWryOt complaint that it encroached upon the jurisdiction of the

l'p™rnCi ° T S~ im?0f:!nS heaVy fmos and hlflictinS severe punishment, 
he3 ond the usual course of justice. One case may be mentioned by

y of ciamplo. Prynne, a barrister of Lincoln’s-Inn, had written 
an enormous quarto of a thousand pages, which he called Histrio- 

'j ; 1 S 1)rofcssed p̂ wpose was to decry stage-plays comedies 
Y hldeS- mu81°* dancino ; but the author likewise took ’occasion to 

declaim against hunting, public festivals, Christmas-keeping bon 
fires and maypoles It was thought somewhat hard that genml

cctuY  ' ’ mnst Playf shou,d be interpreted into satires against the 
king and queen, merely because they frequented these ammsom 
and because the queen sometimes acted a part in pastorals and into- 
lud, ■ which were represented at court Yet Prvnnp ; i  
the star-chamber as a libeller; was c o n d l n ^ ^ t ^

S .  to lose tah hi • e 0ty “  tW0 phCCS’ Westo“ sti- and P i, p. sac to lose bothIns ears, one m each place; to pavSOOOZ fine n
the mng ; and to be imprisoned during life (1633). ~ To mortify tl, •
puritans, Charles renewed his father’s edict C  a l l o X  ^ r ts
“ f X - r  °“  f ’UMiay *° BUoh 88 attended public worship .l

■* * * * * *  5,ry - q service. ilioso who were Diintaiiinllv

^Privation 8Som^et0nC0’ md * " *  FnnW,cd by W  or P nooura' .-c lent and protection which tho kipo
and tho bishops gaw to wakes plimvl, 1  i • , , , ‘=

* “  1" orle’ ^  i ^ c S T o n i S
§ 8. Several years wero passed iu t},« .

and other illegal proceedings. In 1631 a new m-ie ” 0̂ .t lCSO 
ducod, that of sliip-money. The first writs 0 ^ 1 1 ^ 1 ^ 'In iT™" 
...meted to seaport town, only: but «hip-,„* ™ Mk ™
I'-vied on the whole kmgdoui; and each county w ,3 ratc(1 ,. ' 
be,Hur sum, which was afte, wards assessed S T
i.t.w fleams to have been moderately and equitably assessed 1 v  
Tnonoy to have been expended on the navy - but tho iinrwpti^0 
was entirely arbitrary : by the same right any other tax mildhe

Brt’t  *T*«P7 1“"*' »**«* .“SSboth for the credit and safety of the kingdom, 1 ut i w ,
for their liberties which the,- an -v.il i i , 

sacrificed to tho obtaining of it. ‘ *l-l-«*«.dcd, were thus
It would he endless to recount all the art ■ o f • .

Ul“  P -W  by tho crown ^
rac.-snastteal supremacy of baud, now md.bisb’ ,,, of Cant orb,, ry!

. CHARLES I. ciuaTS^I.



TRIAL OK HAMPDEN. / ^ ‘Jl

I* l JpJL philtaus, restrained in England, shipped tl.emselrJ^gK |>r
\ *V  ^Sej‘iua'7and laid tliero the foundations of a governn)entkyl l . i i  1 

\%i,}K)SSifSid all the liberty, both civil and religious, of which they 
^TMudtheniselves bereaved in their native country. Tho charter of 

Massachusetts Bay had been obtained from the crown in 1029, and 
about 350 nonconformists, chiefly of the independent sect, soiled 
with the first fleet. At last, in 1637, John Hampden acquired, by 
Ids spirit and courage, universal popularity throughout the nation, 
and has merited great renown with posterity, for the bold stifnd 
which he made in defenco of tho laws and liberties of his country. 
Hampden, having been rated at 20 shillings, as ship-money, for 
an estate which ho possessed in tho county of Buckingham, re
solved, rather than tamely submit to so illegal an imposition, to 
stand a legal prosecution, and expose himself to all the indignation 
of tho court. The case was argued during twelve days in tho ex
chequer-chamber, before all the judges of England; and the nation 
regarded with the utmost anxiety every circumstanco of this cele
brated trial. Tire event was easily foreseen: the prejudiced judges, 
two excepted, gave sentence in favour of the crown as to tho general 
right of levy; though three others also decided for Hampden, on 
merely technical grounds relating to his particular case. Hampden, 
however, obtained by tho trial the end for which ho bad so gener
ously sacrificed Iris safety and his quiet: the peopleware roused Irani 
their lethargy, and becamo sensiblo of the dangers to which their 
liberties were exposed. These national questions were canvassed in 
every company; and the move they were examined, the more evi
dently lid it appear to many that liberty was totally subverted, 
and an unusual and arbitrary authority exercised over the kingdom.

§ 9. But notwithstanding the discontents in England, affaire might 
long have continued, on the same footing there, lnd they net been 
influenced by the prot..dings in Scotland. Charles, from hU love of 
prelacy, which order he considered best fitted to inenleato olHalicnco 
and loyalty among tho people, had raised many of tho Scotch prelates 
to the chief dignities of the state.\The Scotch nobility, wl \:e power 
was great, and whose connexion with tho king had been • .nch 
loosened by bis long absence, were disgusted to find the prelutes 
superior to themselves in jiower and influence. The inferior rankfl 
of the Scotch clergy thornst Ives equalled, if not exceeded, the nobility, 
in their prejudices against the court, against tho prelates, and against 
episcopal authority. The jieople, under the influence at i ho nobility 
and clergy, could not fail to partake of their discontents, and w< m 
imbued with the same horror against popery with which the Eng
lish puritans were possessed. Yet, in spite of these synq 'oran, Ilia 
'•lire ’s meat aim was to complete the work be am by bis father; In 
ts'ahlish discipline in Sootland upon a regular system of car. ,ns, to
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