
j '•nt^Pico k liturgy into public worship, and to render the ccclc.wi^J I
\ • Vicc ^ venMiient of all his kingdoms regular and uniform. L I  1 i
\®NfflSJhJsta'y which the king, from his own authority, imposed on 

xSaS»M2ir'though he was not by law the head of the Scottish church, 
was copied, with a few alterations, from that of England: and due 
notice was given of the intention to commence the use of it on Sun­
day, July 23, 1G37. On that day, accordingly, in the cathedral 
church of St. Giles, the dean of Edinburgh, arrayed in his surplice, 
began the service; the bishop himself and many of the privy-council 
being present. But no sooner had the deau opened the book than 
the people, clapping their hands, cursing, and crying out, «  A pope! a 
pope! antichrist! stone him !” raised such a tumult, that it was 
impossible to proceed with the sendee. The bishop, mounting the 
pulpit in order to appease the populace, had a stool thrown at him ; 
the council was insulted ; andt it was with difficulty that the magis­
trates were able, partly by authority, partly by force, to expel the 
crowd, and to shut the doors against them. The tumult, however, 
still continued without! and the bishop, going homo, was attacked, 
and narrowly escaped from the hands of the enraged multitude.

I  urther riots ensued; yet Charles continued inflexible, though to 
so violent a combination of a whole kingdom he had nothing to 
oppose but a proclamation (Feb. 15, 1638); iu which ho pardoned 
all post offences, and exhorted t]ie people to he more obedient for the 
future, and to submit pcaecably to the use of the liturgy. This 
proclamation was instantly encountered with a public protestation, 
presented by the ere. 1 of Hume and lord Lindcsey : and this was the 
first time that men of quality bad appeared in any violent act of 
opposition. But this proved a crisis. The insurrection, which had 
keen advancing by a gradual and slow progress, now blazed up at 
once. No disorder, however, attended it. On the contrary, a new 
order immediately took place. Four tables, as they were’ called, 
were form; d in Edinburgh. One consisted of nobility, another of 
gentry, a third of ministers, a fourth of burgesses. The table of 
gentry was divided into many subordinate tables, according to their 
different counties. 7n the hands of the four tables the whole 
authority of the kingdom was placed. Orders were issued by them 
and cv. rywhere obeyed with the utr o.,t regularity. And amon" 
the first acts of their government was the production of the Covenant.
"l his famous deed consisted first of a renunciation of popery, formeily 
bigned by James in his youth, followed by a bond of uuitu, by which 
the Mibserilicrs obliged themselves to resist religious innovations, and 
to defend one another against all opposition whatsoever. The jieople, 
without distinction of rnuk or condition, of age or sex, flocked to the 
subscription of this covenant, and even tho king’:; ministers and 
e u ■cllors .themsilvc8 were, most of them, seized liy the general
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V 1 uEjoiJa I The kin- now began to apprehend the consequ enc\W >l
V-«C v^«IW rrqu ia  of Hamilton, as commissioner, with authority 

K 5 w i«c o v c n a n Lerr. He required the covenant to he renouncc^5ntT“  
THcaUod ■ hut the popular leaders told Hamilton they would sooner 
renounce their baptism. Charles, who wanted both decis.on and s,n- 
cerity, made concessions; and was at last willing entirely to abolish 
the canons the liturgy, and the high commission court, and even to 
hm“ emely the g v e r  of the bishops. These B^essivc conces­
sions of the king, which yet came still short of the "Bmg demandŝ ot 
the malcontents, discovered his own weakness andgaveno ®tisfacton 
Without waiting for the consent of the crown, they elected a ge . 
assembly, which met at Glasgow, Nov. 21, 1038. F.piseopaey, the 
high commission, the canons, and the liturgy, were abolished . . 
declared unlawful; and the whole fabric which James and Charlt. 
in a long course of years, had been rearing with so much one and 
police- fell at once to the ground. The covenant likewise _ was 
ordered to bo signed by every one, under pain of excommunu'atioiu 

Preparations were now openly made for war. Cardinal HichelK u, 
in revenge for Charles’s opposition to his designs upon Flanders, care­
fully fomented the first commotions in Scotland, arm secretly supplied 
the covenanters with money and arms. The earl of Argylc, thong.. 
ho long seemed to temporise, at last embraced the covenant, and 
became the chief leader of that party. Forces were r< gularly enlisted 
and disciplined. Arms were commissioned and imported from toKi n 
countries. And tho whole country, except a small part where the 
marquis of Huntley still adhered to the king, being m the hands ol 
the covenanters, was in a very' little time put in a tolerable pasture 
of defence. On the other hand, Charles’s fleet was formidable and 
had 5000 land forces on board, under the marquis of Hamilton, who 
had orders to sail to the firth of Forth, and to cause a tli°
forces of the malcontents. An army was levied of nearly 20,000 toot 
and above 3000 horse, and was put under the command ol tho tail 
of Arundel. The king himself joined the array, and he summoned 
all the peers of England to attend him. The whole had the apt . st­
ance of a splendid court rather than of a military armament ; and in 
this situation, carrying more show ■
arrived nt Berwick. Here Charles concluded a mddeo pacification, 
in which it was stipulated that he should withdraw Ins . cot and 
anav that within 43 ! ran the Scots should dismiss then frees; 
that the hie -’s forts should bo icstoml to lum, Ins auihovity bo 
acknowledged, and a general assembly and a parliament be immedi­
ately summoned, in order to compose oil difter- nces (June 1- H.oO). 
The kine whose character was neither vigorous nor dec ; ive, seems to 
have adopted this measure from observing m his army symptoms 
of symirathv with the Scotch. He agreed not only to confirm Ins
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V. \ llg-% ' copdessions of abrogating the canons, the liturgy, anoSffl| I 
\ y l fflS^8CWPM«8ion, but also to abolish the order itself of bishiTps'^—* 

xjfef .ttiMfed he had so zealously contended. But the Scotch pariia- 
mLiit, which met soon after, having advanced pretensions which 
tended to diminish the civil power of the monarch, the war was 
renewed with great advantages on the side of the covenanters, 
and disadvantages on that of the lung. For no sooner had Charles 
concluded the pacification than the necessities of his affairs and his 
want of money obliged him to disband his army; while the more 
prudent covenanters in dismissing their troops liad warned them 
to be ready on the first summons.

§ 10. The king, with great difficulty, found means to draw together 
an army ; but soon discovered that, all savings being gone, and great 
debts contracted, his revenue would be insufficient to support them.
An English parliament, therefore, formerly so unkind and intract­
able, must now, after above eleven years’ intermission, after the kin/ 
had tried many irregular methods of taxation, after multiplied dis­
gusts given to the puritanical party, bo summoned to assemble 
amidst the most pressing necessities of the crown. The time 
appointed tor the meeting of parliament was purposely late (April 
13, 1G40), and very near the time allotted for opening the campaign 
against the kebts; and hence Charles took occasion to press them for 
an immediate grant, before they proceeded to offer him petitions 
the redress of their grievances; promising that as much as was pos­
sible of tl.ia season should afterwards be allowed them for that pur­
pose. Bat, by means of the Scottish insurrection, and tho general 
discontents in England, affairs were drawn so near to a crisis,
’hat the leaders of the House, sagacious and penctntting, began to 
foresee the consequences, and to hope that the time so long wished 
for was now come, when public liberty must acquire a full ascendant.
The Commons, instead of taking notice of the king’s complainis 
against bis Scottish subjects, or his applications for supply, entered 
immediately upon grievances. They began with examining the 
beha . ionr of the speaker the la3t day of tho former parliament when 
In refused, on account of the king's command, to put the question •

1 it a breach of privilege. They proceeded next to 
inquire into the imprisonment and prosecution of sir John Elliot 
Hollis, and Aralentinc: the affair of ship-money was canvassed : and 
plentiful subject of inquiry was suggested on all hands. Charles, 
m order to bring tho matter of supply to some issue, solicited tho 
House by repeated messages i and offered to abolish ship-money in 
rriluni for a supply of 12 subsidies, about 600,0001., parable in three 
yi-uni, But. to this the Commons objected that, by bargaining for 
the rr in.. , of that duty, they would, in ■ manner, ratify'’the 
authority by which it had been levied ; at lenkt, give encouragement



• Goî X
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l* V now pretensions of a like nature, in Jio; '3 of i ^ b i
Xy^TOlHf^Miko’advantagcou.s conditions. Tho king was in grcatVleWfc—̂  
Ns^u a ^ ^ lcs ity . He saw that his friends in the House were out­

numbered by his enemies. Where great evils lie on all sides, it is 
difficult to follow the best counsel; nor is it any wonder that the king, 
whose capacity was not equal to situations of such extreum delicacy, 
should hastily have formed and executed tho resolution qf dissolving 
this parliament; a mcasuro however of which he soou aftet re, rued 
(Hay 5). This abrupt and violent dissolution naturally excited 
discontents among tho people, and these were increased when some 
of tho members were imprisoned and otherwise ill-treated. An 
attack was mado during the night upon Laud, iii his palace of Lam­
beth, by above 500 persons; and a multitude entered St. haul's, 
where tho high commission then sat, toro down tho benches, and 
cried out, “  No bishop, no high commission.” All these instances of 
discontent were presages of some great revolution, had the court 
possessed sufficient skill to discern the danger, or sufficient power to 
provide against it.

§ IX. The king, having raised money by several illegal and arbi­
trary expedients, was enabled, though with great difficulty, to inarch 
his army, consisting of 19,000 foot and 2000 horse. The Scottish 
army, though somewhat superior, were sooner ready tlian th kings. 
The covenanters still preserved the most pathetic and most submissive 
language; and entered England, th< y said, with no other vii w than to 
obtain access to tho king's presence, and lay their humble petition at his 
royal feet. At Newburn-upon-Tyne they were opposed by a detach­
ment of 4500 men under Conway, who seemed r solute to dispute 
with them the passage of the river. The Scots first entreated them, 
with great civility, not to stop them in their march to their gracious 
sove.eign, and then attacked them with great bravery, kilted several, 
and chased the rest from their ground. The English forces a! V  
castle now retreated into Yorkshire, and tho Pouts took possession of 
Newcastle. Hence they despatched messengers * ■ the lee.;, who 
was arrived at York ; and they took care, alter the advantage v. hich 
they had obtained, to redouble their expressions oi loyalty, duty, 
and submission to iris person, and they even made Apologies, full of 
sorrow and contrition, for their lalo victory. In order to prevent 
their advance, tho king agreed t<> a treaty, and named 10 English 
noblemen, who m et with 1 1 Scottish commissioners at ltipon.

An army newly levied, undisciplined, frightened, seditious, ill-paid, 
and governed by no proper authority, was very uufit for withstand­
ing a victorious and high-spirited enemy, and retaining in subjection 
a discontented and zealous nation: and Charles, iu despair of bein:. 
able to Stem tho torrent, at last determined to vield to it. lie lm.j 
summoned a great council of thp peers at York (Sep. 24), but, fore-
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1 * ( sci<Ii% l̂:r®lj'cy wou^  ailvise him to call a parliament, lie told tW is I
*wecdx that he had already taken this resolution. Tl^lyJ £  j  

' ■ ird Auufcv the Scots a weekly subsidy of 5P001., to be levied on
lire 'four northern counties; anil the negociation of the treaty was 
transferred from Ripou to London.

§ 12.(Tlie elections, as might have been expected, ran in favour of 
the popular party. The parliament, memorable as the Long Parlia- 

. a m u s t , met on Nov. 3, 1640. The first act of the Commons was to 
choose Lentliall for their speaker, in opposition to Charles’s views, 
who had intended to advance Gardiner, recorder of London, to that 
important dignity. Without any interval they entered upon busi­
ness, and they immediately struck a blow which may in a manner 
bo regarded as decisive, by impeaching tile earl of {Strafford, who 
was considered as chief minister. Strafford, sensible oFTTiiTTbad of 
popular prejudices under which lie laboured, would gladly have 
declined attendance in parliament; but Charles, who bad entire con­
fidence in the carl’s capacity, thought that his counsels would he 
extremely useful during the critical session which approached.. And 
when Strafford still insisted on the danger of his appearing amidst so 
many enraged enemies, the king, little apprehensivo that his own 
authority was so suddenly to expire, promised him protection, and 
assured him that not a hair of his head should he touched by the 
parliament. The debate respecting Stratford was conducted with 
locked doors; his impeachment was unanimously voted, and Pyniwas 
chosen to carry it up to the Lords. Most of the House accompanied 
liim on so agreeable an errand : and Strafford, who had just entered 
tiie House of Peers, and who little expected so speedy a prosecution, 
was immediately, upon this general charge, ordered into custody 
(Nov. 11). After a deliberation which scarcely lasted half an hour 
an impeachment of high treason was also voted against who
was immediately, upon this general charge, soipuu md from parlia- 
im.ni, and committed to custody. Tlic lord-keeper Pinch, and sir 
lunucis Wintlebank, the secretary, a creature of Laud’s, apprehend­
ing a similar attack, fled to the continent. Thus, in a few weeks, 
this House of Commons, not opposed, or rather seconded, by the 
Peers, had produced such a revolution in the government, that tlio 
two most powerful and most 'Toured ministers of the king were 
thrown into tho Tower, and daily expected to he tried for their Hie; 
whilst two other ministers had, by flight alone, saved themselves 
f'-orn a like fate. The Commons, not content with the authority 
'vlnch they had acquired by attacking these great ministers, were 
resolved to render the. moat considerable bodies of tho nation 
subject to them. All persons who had assumed powers not 
authorised by statute were declared dclin'/nents. This term was 
newly cone, into vogue, and exptesw.il a degree or spec its of guilt

charleS i. ciiap.



\ V . B lo t  PSajctly known or ascertained. It would coniprcheiVstillihe 
and all those who had hoen employed in assesslki l̂s liiij  

; all the farmers and officers of the customs, who had boon 
^^en ga ged  during so many years in levying tonnage and poundage; 

and all those who had concurred in the arbitrary sentences of the 
courts of star chamber and high commission. Ko minister of the 
king, no member of the council, but found himself exposed by 
this decision. And almost all the bench of bishops, and the most 
considerable of the inferior clergy, who bad voted in the late convo­
cation, were involved, by tlieso new principles, in the imputation of 
delinquency. The whole sovereign power being thus in a manner 
transferred to the Commons, tlia popular leaders seemed willing for 
some time to suspend their active vigour, and to consolidate their 
authority, crc they proceeded to auy violent exercise of it. This 
was the time when genius and capacity of all kinds, freed from the 
restraint of authority, and nourished by unbounded hopes and pro­
jects, began to exert themselves and be distinguished by the public. 
Then was celebrated the sagacity of Pym; the mighty ambition of 
Hampden: then too were known the dark, ardent, and dangerous 
char.icter'of St. John, the impetuous spirit of Hollis, and the enthusi- 
astic genius of young Yane. Even men of the most moderate 
tempers, and the most attached to the church and monarchy, exerted 
themselves with the utmost vigour in the redress of grievances, and 
in prosecuting the authors of them : the lively and animated I) 
tin; firm and undaunted Capol, the modest and candid Palmer/ in 
tlii;; list too of patriot royalists arc found the names of Hyde and 
Falkland. Though in their ultimate views and intentions these 
men differed widely from the former, in their present notions and 
discountv. an entire concurrence and unanimity were observed.

The harangues of members were now first published and dispersed ; 
the pulpit and the press were delivered from the long if lance and con­
straint in which they had been retained by the authority of Laud and 
the high commission. The sentence which had been executed against 
Prynne, as well as against two other puritans, Bastwiok and Burton 
now suffered a rcvisal from parliament, and they were released irsni 
their prisons in Stilly and the Channel Islands. V hen the prisoners 
landed in England they were received and entertained with i),,, 
highest demonstrations of affection, were attended by a miebtv con­
fluence of company, their charges were borne with great magnificence 
and liberal presents bestowed on them. The invasion of the Scots 
had evidently been the cause of assembling the parliament.- ilV- 
presence of their army reduced the king to that total subjection in 
which he was now held : and the Commons, for tins rca ,..n, 
professed their intention of retaining these invaders. Eighty tin itiannd 
pounds a month were requisite for the subsistence cf the by, - .; q

GI!EAT authority of the commons. ^  ^ 397



I  En^MK arkjes, a sum much greater tliaa the subject had oveliten T  
\ any former period, to pay to the public. And thOTrai I ,
\KiV®iEgi^Kiaies, together with a poll-tax, were from time to 

vofed-ttt-hnswer the charge, the Commons still took care to be in 
debt, in order to render the continuance of the session the moro 
necessary.

The zeal of the Commons was particularly directed against the 
bishops and the established church. They introduced a bill for pro­
hibiting all clergymen the exercise of any civil office, as a conse­
quence of which the bishops were to be deprived of their seats in 
the House of Peers. Cut the bitter and intolerant spirit displayed 
by the puritans was now beginning to alienate many of the lords 
and the bill was rejected by a large majority. Among other acts of 
regal executive power which the Commons were every day assuming, 
they issued orders for demolishing all images, altars, crucifixes, it  
was now that the zealous sir Robert Harley, to whom the execution 
of these orders was committed, removed the beautiful crosses at 
Clicapsido aud Charing Cross. A  committee was elected a ; a court 
ol inquisition upon the clergy, and was commonly denominated the 
committee of scandalous ministen. The proceedings of this famous 
committee, which continued for several years, were cruel and arbi­
trary, and made great havoc both on the church and the universities. 
They began with harassing, imprisoning, and molesting the clergy, 
and ended with sequestrating and ejecting them. Charles, who was 
now aware of the uselessness of resistance-, yet opposed!, as long as bo 
cou Id, the bill for assembling a parliament at least once in three years 
( i d ll ).  By a statute parsed during the reign of Edward I I I . it bad 
been enacted that parliaments should be held once every year, or more 
frequently if necessmy : but as no provision had lxjcn mad incase of 
failure, this statute, had been dispensed with at pleasure, 'i he defect 
was supplied by those vigilant patrii - i who now assumed the reins 
of government. It was enacted, that, if the chancellor failed to 
issue writs by the 3rd of September in every third year, any 13 or 
more of the peers should be empowered to exert this authority: in 
default of the peers, that the sheriffs, mayors, bailiffs, &c., should 
summon the voters : and in their default, that the voters themselves 
should meet and proceed to the election for members, in tho same 
manlier as if writs had been regularly issued from the crown. Nor 
could the parliament, after it was assembled, be adjourned, prorogued, 
or dissolved, without their own consent, during the space of 50 days. 
Nothing could be more necessary than such a statute for completing 
a n m; ir plan of law and liberty.

S 13. Immediately after Strafford war. e -mastered from parliament 
and confined in tho T* wer, a joint committee of the X.ords an/> Com­
mons-vtu. appointed to Investi- rtehisew . and v ere f- mid H-;werrry
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STRAFFORD'S TRIAL. / ^ S 9 f i

i  ( Jfflnujctilr. To bestow the greater solemnity on this imt oitm lW il1., 
\ * A  erected in Westminster-lmll; where both hoatcsM t .  1

accusers, the other as judges. Besides the cl.air of state, 
^~arctoso gallery was prepared for the king and queen, who attended 

during the whole trial. The articles of impeachment against Straf­
ford were 28 in number; and regarded his conduct as president of the 
council of York, as deputy or lieutenant of Ireland, and as counsellor 
or commander in England. From a cumulation of charges it was 
endeavoured to establish a constructive one of treason. The principal 
articles were the billeting of soldiers on the Irish, in order to make 
them submit to Iris illegal demands, advising the king to employ 
tho army raised in Ireland to subject England, and tho taring of the 
people of Yorkshire for the maintenance of his troops. The remain­
ing charges were for hasty and imperious expressions and tyrannous 
acts towards individuals. In order to strengthen tho case of tho 
impeachment, Pym produced a paper, found by sir Henry Yano in 
his father’s cabinet, purporting to bo notes of a debate in council 
after tho dissolution of the last parliament, in which Strafford was 
represented as advising tho king.Hint, having tried tin; affection;, of 
his peojjlg, he was ̂ abSBIvcT'and loose from all rulesTof"government, 
afrd fmght do what power would admit. And it was pretended that 
the circumstance of this paper having been seen hy Pym, who had 
copied it, and by young sir Henry Vane, was equivalent to tbo tes­
timony of two witnesses, the number required by law in cases of 
treason. Strafford is allowed, on all hands, to have made a noble 
defence, which is thus characterised hy Whitelock, the chairman of 
tho committee which conducted the impeachment: “ Certainly 
never any man acted such a part, on such a theatre, with moro 
wisdom, constancy, and eloquence, with greater reason, judgment, 
and temper, and with a better grace in all his words and actions, 
than did this great and excellent person ; and ho moved tho hearts 
of all his auditors, some few excepted, to remorse and pity.”

It was evident that Strafford had gained many friends by U>o 
manly modesty of his demeanour and the eloquence of his defence.
The result appeared doubtful if the trial proceeded in Westminster- 
hall ; and some of the leaders of the popular party therefore resolvi d 
to adopt one of tho worst precedents of the reign of Henry T ill,, * 
and to proceed nee nr.t Stratford by bill of attainder.* This corn-, ■ 
however was opposed by Pym and Hampden, who still believed

* The student si) uld bear in mind the dir nice between an hr . „ . •
and n Bill of Attainder. In au Impeachment the Commons are the accuser* 
and tlie Lord', alone the judges. In a Bill of Attainder the < V nnr, ■. ,. «,J
judges, as well as the Lords; it. ni.iv be introduced in cither House; it pies-s 
through the samp stages id any otliet Bill; and when agreed to by Vth 1 !■ I ......
it receives the assent of the Crown.



1* \ support the charge of treason by impoaclnmjS^ I
leaders wore outvoted, and tlio bill of attainder W H —  ̂

the lower House. It is a curious fact that Hyde and 
Falkland, who were shortly afterwards the mainstay of the royalist 
j^arly, were eager supporters of the attainder, and consequently are 

✓ chiefly answerable for the death of Strafford.* The bill of attainder 
__ l,a off the Commons with only 59 dissenting votes. A  new dis- 

CO' ory, made about this time, served to throw everything into 
still greater flame and combustion. Some principal officers con­
certed a form of a petition to the king and parliament, to be 
subscribed by the army, in which they offered to come up and 
guard the parliament. The draught of tliis petition liein" con­
veyed to the king, he was prevailed on to countersign it himself 
as a mark of his approbation. An officer named Goring be­
trayed the secret to the popular leaders. The alarm may easily be 
imagined which this intelligence conveyed. The Commons voted a 
protestation, to he signed by the whole nation, declaring that the 
subscribers would defend their religion and liberties. °About SO 
peers had constantly attended Strafford’s trial; but such apprehen­
sions were entertained on account of the popular tumults, that only 
45 were pjesent when the bill of attainder was brought into the 
House. Yet of these, 19 had the courage to vote against it The 
opinion of the judges  ̂had been taken, and was read to the house 
previously to the division. It was not very decidedly expressed, 
ami did not state that the prisoner was guilty of treason, but that 
“ thl J a™ of opinion, upon all that which their lordships have voted 
to be proved, that the earl of Strafford doth deserve to undergo the 
pains and forfeitures of high treason by law.” The bill was then 
Phased (May 7, 1041). On the following day the populace flocked 
about Whitehall, and accompanied their demand of justice with the 
loudest clamours and most open menaces, All the king’s servants, 
consulting their own safety rather than their master’s "honour, de­
clined interposing with their advice between him and his parliament. •
•J .Ivon alone, bishop of London, whose courage was not inferior to liis 
other virtues, ventured to advise him, if in his conscience lie did not 
approve of the bill, by no means to assent to it. Some plans for the 
carl’s escape were devised, but abandoned: and Strafford, bearing 0f 
Charles’s irresolution and anxiety, took a very extraordinary step •
‘ o wrote a letter, in which he entreated the king, for ihc sake of 
public jioaco, to put an end to his unfortunate, however innocent, life; 
and io quiet the tumultuous people by granting them the request for 
wh.eb they v.-ere so importunate. After the most violent onxiity

* The opposition of 1 lampoon t eluifibnr attaimlrr, nml ilv .l. ' sen. !
.1 it. I. on pi so,I for tti, inU Pie t . Mr. Koivtoi- ( ‘ Tfisto*..ail i 1 Hu
ijnij.hi. fl j .,» i. p. or,2 , f.,11. London,' 1858).

CHARLES I. O iai/ S L
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EXECUTION OK STRAFFORD. Z ^ 1

I  I J f L J j ,  Charles at last granted a commission to four w i U t f l  
V a V t ^ w W r o y a l  assent, in his name, to the bill. Secretary C a J S M j  

the king *o inform Strafford of the final resolution t fta ft r -  
had extorted from him. The earl seemed surprised, and, 

S g Y p  exclaimed, in the words of Scripture , “ l>ut. not your 
trust in princes, nor in the sons of men: for ,n them there is no 
salvation.” Ho was soon able, however, to collect his courage , and 
lie prepared himself to suffer the fatal sentence. Only three days 
interval was allowed him. The king, who made a new effort m las 
behalf, and sent, by the bands of the young prince, a letter addr. ssed 
to the Peers, in which he entreated them to confer with the Commons 
about a mitigation of Strafford’s sentence, and begged at least lor 
some delay, was refused in both requests/)

Strafford, in passing from liis apartment to Tower-lull, whore the 
scaffold was erected, stopped under Laud’s windows, with whom lie 
had long lived in intimate friendship, and entreated the assistance of 
liis prayers in those awful moments which were approaching. His 
discourse on the scaffold was full of decency and courage: and with 
one blow a period was put to his life by the executioner (May 12, 
1G41). Thus perished, in the 49 th year of his age, the carl of Straf­
ford, one of the most eminent personages that has appeared in Eng­
land'. That he was legally convicted may well admit of a question ; 
that he was an enemy of his country cannot be doubted. His aim 
was to establish an absolute monarchy by means of a military force; 
a scheme to which, in liis correspondence with Land, he gives the 
significant name of thd Thorough. Men of different tempers will 
estimate differently the severity of his sentence; but the sentiments 
of the ago should be taken into the account, and we should endeavour 

lacc ourselves in the situation of those actually engaged in that 
arduous and violent struggle. It is to bo considered that revolu­
tions of government cannot lie effected by the mere force of argu­
ment and reasoning: and that, factions 1 ring once excited, nnn can 
neither so firmly regulate the tempers of others, nor their own, as to 
insure themselves against all exorbitances. Of the conduct of f hailos 
there can hardly be but one opinion ; and it is certain that strong 
compunction for bis consent to Strafford’s execution attended liim 
during tile remainder of his life.

§ u \O n  the same day that the king gave his assent to the execu­
tion of Htrafi'urd he likewise sanctioned a lull, which had been 
i ) idly carried through both bouses, that the parliament should not 
bê  dissolved, prorogued, or adjourned, without their own consent.
A. bill was also passed to abolish the courts of high comjnissino and 
star chnmheui-atid in them to annihilate "the principal and most

* For the History of the star chamber we Notes and Illustrations, p. 358.



I* l d.j^terouk Particle of tiro king’s prerogative. By tho same k \ j j ^  I 
\ \ \ i « » 9» W o f  tire king’s council was regulated, and its authdritJ E 1 ' 

Several other minor reforms were also effected. The par- 
riarneTlt then adjourned to the 20th of October; and a committee of 
both Houses, a tiling unprecedented, rvas appointed to sit during the 
recess with very ample powers.^

A  small committee of hothXHouses was appointed to attend the 
king .a  his journey into Scotland, in order, as was pretended, to see 
t Lit the articles of pacification were executed; hut really to he spies 
upon him, and extend still further the ideas of parliamentary 
authority, as well as eclipse the majesty of the king. Besides the 
large pay vote! to the Scots for lying in good quarters during a 
twelvemonth, the English parliament conferred on them a present of 
300,000?. for their brotherly assistance. In the articles of. pacifica­
tion they wero declared to have ever been good subjects ; and their 
military expeditions were approved of, as enterprises calculated and 
intended for his majesty’s honour and advantage. In Scotland, as 
in England, the king was obliged to strip himself of his most valued 
prerogatives. Several of the covenanters wero sworn of the privy 
council; and the king, wldle in Scotland, conformed himself entirely 
to tlio established church, assisting with greet gravity at the long 
prayers and longer sermons with which the preshyterians Endeavoured 
to regale him.

§ 15. While tire king was employed in pacifying the commotions 
in Scotland, ho received intelligence of a dangerous rebellion which 
broke out in Ireland, with circumstances of the utmost horror, blood­
shed, and devastation. StralftadJiad-gai^yt the in Ireland from 
3000 ha 12,000 men, with the secret design of employing them to 
assert Charles’s power in England. The parliament insisted on their 
being reduced to the original number; nor would they forward the 
king’s plan of enlisting 4000 of tin se disbanded troops in the Spanish 
service in Flanders, whence indeed they might have been easily 
diverted to a different object. By this means, however, not only was 
the standing army in Ireland greatly reduced, hut a large body of 
discontented papists, trained to the use ot arms, was suddenly turned 
loose on society. The old Irish remarked these false steps of the 
English, and resolved to tako advantage of them. A gentleman 
f-a’i' .1 linger More, much celebrated among his countrymen for valour 
and capacity, formed tho project of expelling the English ; . ml cn- 

'god all the heads of tho native Irish in the conspiracy, especially 
sir l'licliin O’Neale, tho representative of the Tyrone family, and 
had Maguire. The commencement of the revolt was fixed on tho 
approach of winter, that thove might ho move difficuUyiji transporting 
femes from England. An attempt to surprise Bid din Castle v.’.in 
betrayed and failed,hut 0'Neah' . - federates had already
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| V fca  aifus in Ulster. 'J'lie IrMi, ev, lywhero intermingled\jLJ J.
\ • \  E l ijah; Accdcd but a hint from tlieir leaders and priests h » iV Io  l 

against a people whom they hated on account of theirreli- 
^^fflS pS nd  envied for their riches and prosperity. The houses, cattle, 

goods, of the unwary English were first seized. After rapacity had 
fully exerted itself, a universal massacre commenced. No age, no sex- 
no condition was spared. But death was the slightest punishment 
indicted by those rebels: all the tortures which wanton cruelty could 
devise, all the lingering pains of body, the anguish of mind, the 
agonies of despair, could not satiate the revenge of the Irish. Amidst 
all these enormities, the sacred name of Religion resounded on every 
side. The English, as heretics abhorred of God and detestable to all 
holy men, were marked out by the priests for slaughter; and, of all 
actions, to rid the world of these declared enemies to catholic faith 
and piety \ nted as the most meritorious. The Ei
colonies were totally annihilated in the Open cotjibtry of Ulster, whence 
the flames of rebellion diffused themselves in an instant over tie 
other three provinces of Ireland. In all places death and slam liter 
were not uncommon, though the Irish, in these other provinecs^pre- 
tondrd to act with moderation and humanity. But cruel and bar­
barous was their humanity ! Not coni, nt with expelling the English 
tlieir houses, with despoiling them of their goodlv manors, with 
wasting tlieir cultivated fields, they stripped thorn of tlieir very 
clothes, and turned them out, naked and defenceless, to all the severi­
ties of the season. The heavens themselves, as if conspiring against 
that unhappy people, wero anned with cold and tempest UnuMail to 
the climate, and executed what tho merciless sword had left un­
finished. The saving of Dublin alone preserved in Ireland tho remains 
of the English name. Tho number of those who perished by all those 
cruelties is variously estimated at from 40,000 to 200,000. U lie Eng­
lish of the pale, or ancient English planters, who were all catholics, 
were probably not at first in the secret, and pretend', d to blame the 
insurrection, and to detest the barbarity with which it was accom­
panied. By their protestations and declarations they engaged tl 
justices to supply them w ith arms, which they promised to employ 
in defence of the government; but in a little time tho interests of 
religion .were found more prevalent over them than regard and dutv 
to their mother country. They chose lord Gormanstone tlieir leader• 
and, joining the old Irish, rivalled them in every act of violcnc' 
towards the English protestants.

§ 16. The king, to whom tho Scots could grant no further .. .' ,imn 
to despatch a small body to support the Se< :tish colonics in l'l„u.r 
sensible ufliis utter inability to subdue the Irish rebels, found him­
self obliged, in this exigency, to have recourse to tl"! English prlia- 
'iiint, and dhpeild on their assistance for supply. Tho parliament
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\<ts x S tK ? ^ /  ^ut the h'*sk rebellion had increased their nn iijoJJL j 
papists, and many believed, what the Irish rebels pleaded, 

Thai-ilicy had the king’s commission for all their acts of violence; 
but, though that is altogether incredible, it dees not seem improbable 
that Charles had been privy to the design of seizing Dublin Castle, 
in order to procure the aims deposited there, with the view of re­
organising the Irish army and vising it against the parliament^ The 
Commons assumed the whole management of Irish affairs; hut while 
they pretended tno utmost zeal against tho insurrection, they took no 
steps towards its suppression, hut such as likewise tended to give 
them the superiority in those commotions which they foresaw must 
so soon be excited in England. They levied money under pretence 
Of the Irish expedition, hut reserved it for purposes which concerned 
them more ncaily; they took arms from the king’s magazines, but 
slill kept them, with a secret intention of employing them against 
himself. lo  vindicate their conduct and to show that their distrust 
oi the king was well founded, tho leaders of tho popular party 
thought proper to frame a general R k m o k s t e a n c b  on the state of 
the nation. 1 bis memorable document was not addressed to tl ,o king, 
but was openly declared to be an appeal to the people. Whatever 
invidious, whatever suspicious, whatever tyrannical measure liad 
Leon embraced by the king, from the commencement of his reign, 
is insisted on with merciless rhetoric: the unsuccessful expedition., 
ro Cadiz and the i.-'lu of II lie; the sending of ships to France for 
the suppression of the Huguenots; the forced loans; the illegal 
confhicmci t of men for not obeying illegal commands; the violent 
dissolution oi tour parliaments; the arbitrary government which 
always succeeded; the questioning, fining, and imprisoning of 
members for their conduct in the House; the levying of taxes with­
out consent of the Commons; the introducing of.superstitious in­
novations into the church, without .utCrity of Law: in short 
everything which had given offence during the course of 15 years, 
from t!..; accession of the king to the calling of tho present parlia- 
nu.nl. And all their grievances, they said, which amounted to no 
k'M than a total subversion of tho constitution, proceeded entirely 
Irorn the formed combination of a popish faction, who had ever 
swayed the king’s counsels, who Lad endeavoured, by an uninter­
rupted effort, to introduce their superstition into England and Pcot- 
hind, and who had now at lost excited an open and bloody rebellion 
’u k'clarul. But, the opposition which the remonstrance met with 
m tl10 House of Commons was great. For above 14 hours (lie 
debate was warmly managed, and the vote was at last carried 1 y 
a • mall majority of 11 (Nov. f t .  Some time after the remon­
strance was ordered to be printed and published, without being
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* ( JJlkie Ivljo divide3 in their choice, and were agitated with \gm clt
\ »  x^M K W w m oaties and factions. The nobility, and more co^sifc§- j  

dreading a total confusion of rank from the fury of the 
T^mdace enlisted themselves in defence of the monarch, from whom 
they received and to whom they communicated, their lustre. The 
city of London, on the other hand, and most 01 the great corpora, 
tions took part with the parliament, and adopted with zeal those 
democratical principles on which the pretensions of that assembly 
were founded. The devotees of presbytery became of course zealous 
partisans of the parliament; the friends of the episcopal church 
valued themselves on defending the rights of monarchy ; but though 
the concurrence of the church undoubtedly increased the king s ad­
herents, it may safely be affirmed, that the high monarchical doc­
trines, so much inculcated by the clergy, had never done him any 
real service. The hulk of that generous train of nobility and gentry 
who now attended the king in his distresses breathed the spirit of 
liberty, as well as of loyalty ; and in tho hopes alone of his sub­
mitting to a legal and limited government were they willing, in Ins 
defence, to sacrifice their lives and fortunes; and all those who 
aspired'to nothing but an easy enjoyment of life, amidst the jovial 
entertainment and social intercourse of their companions, flecked to 
the king’s standard, where they breathed a freer air, and were ex­
empted from that rigid preciseness and melancholy austerity which 
i igned among the parliamentary party. On the whole, however, 
the torrent, of general affection ran to the parliament. The neigh­
bouring states of Europe, being engaged in violent wars, little inte­
rested themselves in these civil commotions ; and this island enjoyed 
the singular advantage (for such it surely was) of fi-hue ; out its 
own quarrels without the interposition of foreigners, liui kings 
condition, when ho appeared at Nottingham, was not very' encou- 
ra .ing to his party. His artillery, though far from numerous, had 
been "left at York for want of horses to transport it. Besides the 
trained bands of the count's raised by sir John Dmby, tec sheriff, 
he had not got together above 300 infantry. His cavalry, in which 
consisted his chief strength, exceeded not S00, and were v cry ill pro­
vided with arms. The forces of the parliament lay at Northampton, 
within a few dfty s’ inarch of him ; and consisted of above GOOO men, 
well armed and well appointed. Had these troops advanced u, n 
him they must soon ham) dissipated the small lo. ee which he had 
assembled and p shops for ever prevented his collecting an army; 
hut. the earl of Essex, the parliamentary general, had not yet received 
any orders from his masters. In this filiation, by the nnunimoua 
desire of Charles's counsellors, tho • avl ®f Southampton, with sir 
John Colepcper and sir William Vvetlah . v.;>$ ib spatohed to London 
with offers of a treaty. Both Houses iv ■ they cauld admit
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I  ( o f^ S ’treAtf, wifh tlio king till he took down his standard V » d  I  
r  , V © i  In? proclamations, in Which the parliament supposed tl^m l t  j  
N^^ves^^edcclarcd traitors. A  second attempt at negotiation had 

BelieJtorsuccess.
The courage of the parliament was increased both by their great 

superiority of force and by two recent events which had happened in 
their favour. They had obtained possession of Portsmouth, the best 
fortified town in the kingdom, through the negligence of Goring, the 
governor (Sept. 20); and the marquis of Hertford, a nobleman of 
the greatest quality aud character in the kingdom, who had drawn 
together some appearance of an -nny in Somersetshire, had been 
obliged to retire into Wales on the approach of the earl of Bedford 
with the parliamentary forces. A ll the dispersed todies of the par­
liamentary army were now ordered to march to Northampton : and 
tin . ail of Ess< x, who had joined them, found the whole amount to
15,000 men. The king, sensible that he had no army which could 
cope with so formidable a force, thought it prudent to retire to Derby, 
and thence to Shrewsbury. At Wellington, a day’s march from 
Shrewsbury, he made a solemn declaration before bis army, in 
which ho promised to maintain the protestant religion, to observe 
the laws, and to uphold the just privileges and freedom of par­
liament. On the appearance of commotions in England, the princes 
Jtupert and Maurice, sons of the unfortunato palatine, had offered 
their service to the king ; and the former at that time commanded 
a body of horse which had l>een sent to Worcester in order to watch 
■ho motions of Essex. Here prince Rupert began the civil wars by 
routing a body of cavalry near that city. The rencounter, though 
in itself of small importance, mightily raised the reputation of the 
royalists, and acquired for prince Rupert the character of prompti- 
tude aud courage, qualities which he eminently displayed during 
the whole course of the war.

The king, on mustering his army, found it amount to 10,000 men.
The carl of Lindsay, who in Ids youth had sought experience of 
military service in the Low Countries, was general; prince Rupert 
commanded the horse, sir Jacob .A -1ley ihq foot, sir Arthur Aston 
tin; dmgoons, sir JohnHcydon the artillery.

§2. With this army the king left Shretrobury, and directed'Lis 
march towards the capital, with the intention of bringing on an 
action. Ho fell in with the parliamentary forces at Edgehill, near 
Kineton, in the county of Warwick (Oct. 23, 1642). rIhough the 
day vr-.: far advanced, the king resolved upon the attack. After a 

struggle, in which great mistakes were committed on both 
sides, lL battle ended without either party obtaining any decisive 
advantage. All. night the two armies lay under arms, and next 
morning found themselves in sight of each oh vr. Oenoral, as well
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Gô \
IMPEACHMENT o f  t h e  BISHOPS.

\* \ $n&.«v-nil to the House of Peers for their assent and concuM^jj l  
'vV'iir-tWynemoratile debate Hyde and Falkland, who had prev*u*l|—i 

the popular party, were the chief leaders in opposition
to the Remonstrance. . ...

Every measure pursued by the Commons, and still more every 
attempt made by their partisans, was full of the most inveterate 
hatred against the hierarchy, and showed a determined resolution of 
subverting the whole ecclesiastical establishment. The majority of the 
Peers, who had hitherto supported the Commons, now adhered to the 
kin", though a few, as the earl of Northumberland, the carl of Usex, 
and lord Kimbolton (soon after earl of Manchester) still took the 
popular side. The Commons professed to be claimed for their pei- 
sonal safety. The pulpits were called in aid, and resounded with the 
dangers which threatened religion, from the desperate attempts ol 
uanfsts aud maliguants. Multitudes ilocked towards Westminster, 
insulted tlie prelates and such of the Lords as adhered to the crown, 
and threw out insolent menaces against Charles himself. Several 
reduced officers and young gentlemen of the inns of court, during 
this time of disorder aud danger, offered their service to the king. 
Between them and the populace there passed frequent skirmishes, 
which ended not without bloodshed. By way of reproach, these 
■Tiitlemen gave the rabble the appellation of Roundheads, on account 
of the short-cropped Lair Which they wore ; the latter called the others 
Cavaliers. And thus the nation, which was before suffice ntly pro­
vided with religious as well as civil causes of quarrel, was also m. - 
plied with party names, under which the factions might rally and 
signalise their mutual hatred.

Th. bishops being prevented from attending parliament by tuc 
dan 'cious insults to which they wore particularly exposed, drew up 
a protestation to the king and House of Lords, in which they pro­
tested against all laws, votes, and resolutions, as null and m\n .id, 
which should pass during the time of their constrained absence. i . 
opportunity was seizod with joy and triuimjli by t 10 wnuiun* y  
impeachment of high treason was immediately soot up against the 
bishops, as endeavouring to subvert the fundamental hws and to 
invalidate the authority of the legislature. They were, on .he first 
demand, sequestered from parliament and c nmuttod to custodj.

'$ 17 A fnW days after the king was betrayed into an indiscretion 
8 , jh, ttn o... ensuing dis--ders and civil wars ought, immediat. tv 
d directly to be ascribed. This was the impeachment of lord 

K im bo lton  and the five members On .inn. 3, 1H42, Herbert,
' attorney-general, appeared in the House ol f ms, and m bis ma-

* The best, and indeed the only ( f  and .m jartid , erenuut -t .h - Rem«.. 
.mmec is given by Mr. Forster m lus ‘ Itotencal and B u aplnc.il t« » y „  
vuJ. i. London, 1808.



\* V lF-f‘p  entered an accusation of high treason aguinsfcajdl
and five members of the Commons— Hollis, sir AiklJuA^J 

Hampden, Pym, and Strode. Men had not leisure to 
wonder at the indiscretion of this measure before a serjeant-at- 
arms, in the king’s name, demanded of the House of Commons 
the five members, and was sent hack without any positive answer.
Me ssengers were employed to search for them and arrest them.
'1 heir trunks, chambers, and studies were sealed and locked. The 
House voted all there acts of violence to ho breaches of privilege, 
and commanded every one to defend the liberty of the members.
The king, irritated by all this opposition, came nest day in person 
to the I louse. lie was accompanied by his ordinary retinue, to 
tbo number of above 200, armed as usual, some with halberts, somo 
with walking-swords. The king left them at the door, and ho 
himself ad\ anced alone through the hall, while all the members rose 
to receive him. rJ he speaker withdrew from his chair, and the king 
t-.Kjk pass; non of it. He then in a short speech demanded the accused 
numbers, who, having received private intelligence, had absented 
tbcmsel.es, and he asked the speaker, who Etood below, whether any 
ot these pel sons were in tjjg House ? The speaker, falling on his knee, 
prudently replied, I have, sir, neither eyes to see, nor tongue to 

iu tl is place, hut as the House is pleased to direct me, whose 
scrv aut I am ; and I humbly ask pardon that I cannot give any other 
answer to what jour majesty is pleased to demand of me.” The 
t.ing then said ho observed the birds were flown; hut ho expected 
the lb A should send them to him, as they were guilty of foul 
treason, and ho assured them that they should have a fair trial. The 
Commons were in the utmost disorder; and, when the king was de­
parting, some members ciicd aloud, so as ho might hear them,1 

arm! privilege I "  And the House immediately adjourned 
till next day. By this act of violence, the king alienated many who 
had begun to think more favourably of him. That evenin'" the 
men ■ i members, to show the greater apprehension, removed" into 
the City, which was their fortress. The citizens \. ;ro the whole 
night in arras.

> i >.t morning Garries, attended only by three or lour lords,'went 
to Guildhall, and made a speech to the common council containing 
many gracious expressions; hut lie departed without receiving the 
applause which ho. expected. In passing through the streets he heard 
■n fry, “ l’rivilege of parliament! privilege of parliament!” re­
sounding from all qu.alters. One of the populace, more insolent
loan tile rest, drew nigh to his conch, and threw in a paper on which 
" vs written, “ To your tents, 0  Tene t! ” the words employed by the
n.n inous liToelites when they abandoned IteVeiboain, their rash and 
lU-coniwlhd ovLtvign.
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' G°Sjxf i THE KING LEAVES LONDON.
r  l M & . J § X  House Cl Commons met they affected the g iva lA Q fc l 
V V l^ S ^ ^ d jo m n i n g  themselves for some days, ordered a comn|itJfjl_J 

X^^fj^M erchant-Tidlors’ hall in the city. The committee made an 
exact inquiry into all circumstances attending the king’s entry into 
tiio House • and an intention of offering violence to the parliament, 
and of murdering all who should malm resistance, was inferred.

The House again met, and, after confirming the votes ol their com­
mittee, instantly adjourned, as if exposed to the most imminent 
perils from the violence of their enemies. On theappomted day the 
accused members were conducted hy water to the House The nvc r 
was covered with boats and other vessels laden with small pieces of 
ordnance, and prepared for fight; and on landing, the members wen 
received hy 4000 horsemen, who had come up from Buckmghamsmru 
to testify their devotion to Hampden. When the populace, hy laud 
and hy water, passed Whitehall, they asked, with insulting shouts,
“ What has become of the king and liis cavalievs? And whither are 
they lied ? ” For the king, apprehensive of danger from the enraged 
multitude, had retired to Hampton Court, deserted hy all the world, 
and overwhelmed with grief, shame, and remorse, for the. fatal mea­
sures into which he hail been hurried. His distressed situation he 
could no longer ascribe to the rigours of destiny or the malignity of 
enemies: his own precipitancy and indiscretion must bear the blame 
of whatever disasters should henceforth befall him.

By the flight, or terror, or despondency of the king’s party, an tu - 
disputed majority remained every where to then- opponents; and the 
hill against tne votes of the bishops in parliament, which 1 
stopped with the Peers, now passed, and was presented for the roj at 
assent. The king had attempted to proceed in his purpose of prose ■ 
cuting the five members; hut found himself obliged first to abuu-h n 
it, then to pardon the members, and finally to offer the House any 
reparation for the breach of privilege which ho had committed. Peti­
tions of the most, threatening and seditious kind were pa. anted to 
the Commons, among which ware some signed by many thousands, 
from the apprentices, from the porters, and Ir . tradesmen.
The very women were seized with the same rage. - ncwei s wife, 
followed hy many thousands of b-v hretiyfit a petition to tl . 
House, in which they expressed then tenor o m papists ana
prelates, and the dread e‘ lib' ■ i •• H ■, and on,,.. an with
those which had bo a  committed upon thcr rex in Ireland. The 
hi - 'a authority was reduced to the lov r • h. the queen n .
, ■ ■ secretly threatened with an impeachment, and finding no re-

i,.‘ • lm h vd ’s protection, was preparing to retire-intosource hi o-i i
Holland. , , ..  ,

The Commons were now scorn 1>11 > -'t u.o »’ could guard
P-t'r acouiretl rower. A  large magazine o! amis ueuv- placed m the



I  j tlfBI ofjFMl, they despatched thitber sir Jolm Lotham, a gcmALati I  
\. V 'g » q nsifl»rfiblc fortune in the neighbourhood, and of an g ,
\%  >Ii55Jy^«!^id they gave him the authority of governor. They sent A 

x^£dfiS^to Goring, governor of Portsmouth, to obey no commands but 
such as he should receive from the parliament. They never ceased 
soliciting the king till he had bestowed the command of the Tower 
on sir John Conyers, in whom alone, they said, they could repose 
confidence; and after making a fruitless attempt, in which the Peers 
refused their concurrence, to give public warning that, the people 
should put themselves in a posture of defence against the enterprises 
of papists and other ill-affected persons, they now resolved to seize 
at once the whole power of the sword, and to confer it entirely 
m their own creatures and adherents, by means of the militia. A  
bill was introduced and passed tlie two Houses, which restored to 
lieutenants of counties and their deputies the same powers of which 
l lie votes of the Commons had bereaved them at the beginning of this 
parliament; but at the same time the names of ail the lieutenants 
were inserted in the bill, and these consisted entirely of men in whom 
the parliament could confide; and for their conduct they were ac­
countable, by the express terms of the bill, not to the king, but to 
the parliament.

When this demand was made, Charles was at Dover, attending the 
'jiieen an.l tlie princess of Orange in their embarkation. lie at first 
attempted to postpone and evade the bill; but tlie Commons pressed 
it upon him, and asserted that, unless he speedily complied, with their 
demands, they should bo constrained, for the safety of prince and 
people, to dispose of the militia by the authority of both Houses, and 
were resolved to do it accordingly; and while they thus menaced the 
king v, ilh their power, they invited him t > fix his residence at London. 
Charles replied by a remonstrance: and lest, violence should be used 
to extort his consent to the railiria-bill, he removed by slow joumevs 
to York, taking with him the prince of Wales and tlie duke of York.

§ Ik The king hero found marks of attachment beyond what lie 
had before especial. 1 ruin all quarters of England the prime nobility, 
and gentry, either personally or by messages and letters, expressed 
their duty towards him; and exhorted him to save himself and them 
from that ignominious slavery with which they were threatened. 
Charles, finding himself supjpiorted by a considerable party in tlie 
k i .. lom, began to speak in a firmer tone, and persisted m refusing 
the bill; while the Commons proceeded o framo an ordinance, in 
v.kith, by the authority of the two Houses, without- the king’s con­
sent, they named lieutenants for all the counties, and conferred on 
them die command of the wholo military force, c f nil the guards, 
garrisons, and forts of ibc kingdom. Charles issued proclamations 
against this manifest usurpation ; :md tlie Commons, inventing a
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[ i f  JSfldiOTl V  both 3'4es’ socme^ averse t° rcnew tlie baltlc.l fW -T  
\ • \ ]Mj&re\f Iff, and retired to Warwick. The king retum edVa^il

About 3200 men are said to have fa lle n k J n L i  
the two armies, as far as we can judge by the opposite 

awumte, was nearly equal. Lindsay, the general, was mortally
wounded and taken prisoner. . , , ,

rmjg kin<r e'-cept the taking of Banbury a few days after, nad few 
maria of victory to boast of. He continued his march, and took pos­
session of Oxford, the only town in his dominions winch was alto­
gether at liis devotion. Hence he proceeded to Beading, of winch 
Martin was appointed governor by the parliament Both governor 
and garrison were seized with panic, and fled with precipitation to 
London. The parliament, alarmed at the near approach ot the royal 
army, while their own forces lay at a distance, voted an address for 
a treaty; and the king named Windsor as the place of conference 
Meanwhile Essex, advancing by hasty marches, had arrived at 
London; but neither the presence of his army, nor the precarious 
hope of a tveatv, retarded the king’s approaches. Charles attacked at 
Brentford threo regiments quartered there, and after a sharp action 
beat them from that village, and took about 500 prisoners (Nov. 12). 
q he city trained-bands joined the army under Essex, which now 
amounted to above 24,000 men, and was much superior to that of the 
king. After both armies bad faced each other for some time, Charles 
drew off and retired to Beading, and thence to Oxford.

During the winter negociations for -a treaty were continued at 
Oxford The king insisted on the re-establishment of the crotui in 
its legal powers, and on the restoration of his constitutional prero- 
gative. The parliament required, besides other concessions, that tho 
king should abolish episoopaoy, and acquiesce in their settlement of 
thc'militia. But the conferences went no further than the first de­
mand on each sido. The parliament, finding that them was no 
likelihood of coming to any agreement, suddenly recalled their com­
missioners. , . . .  - , ,  ..

S 3 The campaign of 1643 was opened by the taking of Beading 
by the carl of Essex (April 27). In the north, where lord I airfax 
commanded for the parliament, and the earl of Newcastle for the km., 
the latter nobleman united in a league for dairies the counties of 
Northumberland, Cumberland, Westmoreland, and the Insliopr.c took 
possession of York, and established the king’s authority in all Uui 
northern provinces. In the south and west sir William Waller, 
who now began to distinguish himself among the generals of the 
parliament, took  Winchester, Chichester, Hereford, and Tewkesbury ; 
but, on the other hand, all Cornwall was reduced by Sir Ralph 
Hopton to peace and to obedience under the icing.

Essex, finding that his army fell continually to decay after the
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(| ( S i p  on Sending, was resolved to remain upon tin defensive; I jM iJ F  
V  \  fgg&iJ*3/oi tlio king, and liis want of all military stoves, l i a J H M ,  .

the activity of the royal army. No action had hapfcifar“ < 
part of England, except one skirmish at Clialgrove field in 

Oxfordshire, which of itself was of no great consequence, and was 
rendered memorable only by the death of the famous Hampden. He 
was seen riding oft’ the field before the action was finished, his head _ 
hanging down, and his hands leaning upon his horse s neck. He was 
shot in tlie shoulder with a brace of bullets, and the bone broken; 
and some days after he died, in exquisite pain, of his wound (June 
24); nor could his whole party, had their army met with a total 
overthrow, have been Btruck with greater consternation. dhc 
kin" himself so highly valued him, that, either from generosity or 
policy, he intended to have sent him his own surgeon to assist at 
Iris cure.

Thu west now became the principal scene of action. The king 
sent tliitlier tho marquis of Hertford and prince Maurice, with a rein­
forcement of cavalry, who, having joined the Cornish army, soon 
overran the county of Devon, and, advancing into that of Somerset, 
began to reduce it to obedience. On tho other hand, the parliament 
having supplied sir William Waller with a complete army, despatched 
him westwards. After some skirmishes, a pitched battle was fought 
at Lan. down, near Bath (July 5), with great loss on both sides, but 
without any decisive event; and shortly after another near Devizes 
(July 13), in which Waller was completely defeated, and forced to 
r r* re to Bristol. This city surrendered to prince Bupcrt a lew days 
afterwards (July 27); and Charles having now joined the army in 
the west, Gloucester was invested on tho 10th of August.

Tlie rapid progress of the royalists threatened the parliament with 
immediate subjection; the factions and discontents among themselves, 
in the city, and throughout the neighbouring counties, prognosticated 
sonic dangerous division or insurrection. In the beginning of this 
summer a conspiracy had been disco\ ered to oblige the parliament to 
:iccc,it of reasonable conditions, and restore peace to the nation. 
Edmim 1 Waller, the celebrated poet, and amends”-of the House of 
Commons, was "at the head of it, with Tomkins his brother-in-law, 
and Chaloner his friend. Being seized, and tried by a court-martial, 
they m u  all three condemned, and the two latter executed on gibbets 
erected before their own doors. Waller saved his life only by bis 
al.ject and almost frantic submission, hut was fined 10,000Z.

The news of the siege of Gloucester renewed the cry for peace, and 
the parliament seemed disposed to consent to more moderate terms ; 
but. tho zealous puritans redoubled their efforts, and the parliament 
wa r persuade 1 t > nake prepara tions for ti ■ rr la t ct this city. Lssex, 
farrying with him a well-appointed army of 14,000 men, took tl ■’
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I ( iSSd qfiBedford and Leicester; and on his approach to Gm ucstI 
V J jW  was obliged to raise the siege. But being doficHWlk 4  .

v^^eavtdiy/Esses would willingly have avoided an eugagcmentj-iiircr A 
^^iStlSlelora proceeded towards London; but when he reached New­

bury in Berkshire, ho was surprised to find that the king, by hasty 
marches, had arrived before him. An action was now unavoidable, 
and was fought on both sides with desperate valour and a steady 
bravery (Sep°t. 20). Tho militia of London especially, though utterly 
unacquainted with action, equalled on this occasion what could bo 
expected from tbo most veteran forces. While the armies were en­
gaged with the utmost ardour, night put an end to the action, and 
left the victory undecided. Next morning Essex proceeded on his 
march, and reached I.ondon in safety. In tlie battle of Newbury 
fell, among others on the ldug’s side, lord Falkland, secretary of state. 
Falkland had at first stood foremost in all attacks on the high prero­
gatives of the crown, and displayed that masculine eloquence and un­
daunted love of liberty which, from his intimate acquaintance with 
the sublime spirits of antiquity, he had greedily imbibed; but when 
civil convulsions proceeded to extremities, and it became requi ;ito 
for him to choose his side, ho embraced the defence of those limited 
powers winch remained to monarchy, and which he deemed neces­
sary for the support of the English constitution. From the com­
mencement of the war his natural cheerfulness and vivacity became 
clouded; and among his intimate friends, often, after a deep silence 
and frequent sighs, he would with a sad accent reiterate tho word 
“ Peace.” On the morning of the hattlo he had observed, “ 1 am 
weary of tho times, and foresee much misery to my country; hut 
believe that I  shall be out of it ero night.” Tho loss sustained on 
both sides in the battle of Newbury, and the advanced season, obliged 
the armies to retire into winter quarters.

In the north, during the summer, appoared two men on whom t)io 
event of the war finally depended, and who began about this time to 
be remarked for their valour and military conduct. These were sir 
Thomas Fairfax, sou of the lord of that name, and Oliver Cromwell, 
son of a gentleman of Huntingdon. The former gained a consider­
able advantage at Wakefield over a detachment of royalists; the 
latter obtained a. victory at Gainsborough over a party commanded 
by tho gallant Cavendish, who perished iu tho acLion ; hut both tlnse 
defeats of the royalists were more than sufficiently compensated by 
the total rout of lord Fairfax at Atherton Moor, m ar Bradford, and 
the dispersion of his army. After tnis victory the marquis of New­
castle, with an army of 15,000 men, sat down before Hull, hut was 
ultimately obliged to abaudon the siege. Hotham was no longer 
Rovornor of tills place. That gentleman and his son, boing“dotected 
■u a conspiracy to deliver it to Newcastle, were arrestpd and sent
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11 [p r i R r s V l  1 London, where, without any regal'd to their f V ^  T  
Nsei^^.ihey  were executed. , I ,

\ * - '§  I-. While the military enterprises were carried on with vigouKuf-*—  ̂
the event became every day more doubtful, both parties 

cast their eyo towards the neighbouring kingdoms. Iho parliament
had recourse to Scotland, the king to Ireland. The Scots beheld 
with the utmost impatience a scene of action of which they could 
not deem themselves indifferent spectators. The struggle in Eng- 
land was the topic of every conversation'among them; and the 
famous curse of Meroz, that curse so solemnly denounced and reite­
rated against neutrality and moderation, resounded irom all quartern. 
Charles having refused to assemble a Scottish parliament, the con­
servators of the peace, an office newly erected in Scotland, resolved 
to summon, in the king’s name, hut by their own authority, a con­
vention of states, an assembly which, though it meets with less 
solemnity, has the same authority as a parliament in raising money 
and levying forces. The English parliament, which was at that 
time fallen3 into great distress by the progress of the royal aims, 
gladly sent to Edinburgh commissioners with ample powers to treat 
of a nearer union and confederacy with the Scottish nation. In this 
negotiation the man chiefly trusted was Vane, who in eloquence, 
address, capacity, as well as in art and' dissimulation, was not sur­
passed by any one, even during that age so famous for active talents.
By his persuasion was framed at Edinburgh that solemn league 
and  covenant which effaced all former protestations and \oi\s 
taken in both kingdoms, and long maintained its credit and autho­
rity. In this covenant the subscribers, besides engaging mutually to 
defend one another against all opponents, bound themselves to en­
deavour, without respect of persons, tlio extirpation of popery and 
prelacy,’ superstition, heresy, schism, and profanencss; to maintain 
the rigllto and privileges of parliaments, together with the king’s 
authority; and to discover and bring to justice all incendiaries and 
malt manta. The English parliament, having first subscribed it 
themselves ordered it to be received by all who lived under their 
authority (Sept. 25); and the Scots, having received 100,000b from 
England^ a id having added to their other forces the troops which 
they had recalled from Ireland, were ready about the end o, tne , ■ a. 
to enter England, under tho command of their old general the tail 
Leven, with an army of above 20,000 men.

Tire kite, foreseenR this tempest which was upon him.
<:,.t his eye towards Iruaml. The army in that country by re - 
forcements from England and Scotland now  ̂amounted-to 60.010 
men. The justices and council of Ireland bad berm «tete«d, o h W  
b- the into ost, and authority of Ormond, tho commander-m-obicl, to 
support the Wag’s cause ; and a committee of tho English House ol
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1644’ PARUAMENTS AT WESTMINSTEU AND

over to England considerable bodies of troops n v S f
Hb. ‘ C°TtlinU! f  m/ '10 kmg’3 Bervice; but a sma'l part, having jm- 
bib-dm Ireland a strong animosity against the catholics, and hclrin-^ ■ c 1z r )'"p,““  -»

§ 5. ihe king, that lie might make preparations during winter for 
the ensuing campaign, summoned to Oxford all the members of either 
House who adhered to his interests; and endeavoured to avail him­
self oi the name of parliament, so passionately cherished by the En-~
mem? Th? U0USe ° f ?eerS Pretty full, and contained more 
members Rian that which sat at Westminster. The House of Com-
l C o T Untef  “ l 10 ab0Ve h^ o fth e  other House of Commons 
Ex? P f  balaent Westminster having voted an excise on beer, wine
conf hnr r min°dltieS’ th0sc at0xfOTd imitated the example, and’ 
eonfeiTed that revenue on the king. This impost had been hitherto 
X ? ° w  “  K°gla«d. This winter the famous Pym died, a man as 
liitl„ ty  T-e part? M respected by the other. Ho had been so

, . \ Yu , ’s of imPr°ving his private fortune in those civil wars of 
cn he had been one principal author, that the parliament thought 

c , " Vf  obb2ed> from gratitude, to pay the debts which he had 
acted. Tho nuliUuyvoperations were carried on with vigour in 

erai places, notwithstanding the severity of the season. The forces 
rought from Ireland were landed at Mostyn in North Wales, and re- 

I need Cheshire; hut Fairfax, hv an unexpected attack, defeated and 
>Pcured a great part of them at Nantwich (.Tan. 25,1644), and tLo 

parhameutary party revived in those north-west counties of England, 
e mvasion from Scotland was attended with consequences of much 

greater importance. The marquis of Newcastle at first succeeded in 
eepmg the Scots at hay; hut sir Thomas Fairfax, returning from 
hesliire with liis victorious forces, routed colonel Bellnsis and a con- 

s! ! rable body of troops at Selby in Yorkshire. Afraid of beirg en- 
aoi* d between two annies, the marquis of Newcastle, the commander 
? ™  royal forces in the north, retreated; and Leven having joined 
wd Fairfax, they sat down before York, to which tho army of the roy- 

,l ista had retired. On the whole the winter campaign had been unfa- 
v°ur.!hle to tlie king in nil quarters. On thoapproaoh of summer the 
earl 0( Manchester, having taken Lincoln, united his army to that of 
-e on and Fairfax; and York was now closely besieged by the,, com- 
1Ued forces. That town, though vigorously defended by Newcastle 

was reduced to extremity, when on a sudden prince Rupert advanced 
Us relief with an army of 20.000 mcu. The Scottish and parlia- 

X®ntary gftnatala raised the siego, and, drawing up on Marston Moor,
1 "rposed to give battle to the royab'sts. Princo Ruijert approached



Xs?*e ’ G% X

I ( |ffi:owh 3)v- another quarter, and, interposing the river Ouse I
y*,\ and" the enemy, safely joined his forces to those of Newca^lef 1  j  
'^ ^ S e ^ r ftq u is  endeavoured to persuade him not .0 hazard an engage- 

but the prince, having positive orders from the king, immedi­
ately issued orders for battle, and led out the army to Marston Moor 
(July 2). Prince Rupert, who commanded the right wing of the 
royalists, was opposed to Cromwell, who conducted the choice troops 
of the parliament, inured to danger, animated by zeal, and confirmed 
by the most rigid discipline. After a sharp combat the cavalry of 
the royalists gave way; and such of the infantry as stood next them 
were likewise borne down and put to flight. Newcastle’s regiment 
alone, resolute to conquer or to perish, obstinately kept their ground, 
nud maintained, by their dead bodies, the same order in which they 
had at first been ranged. Lucas, who commanded the royalists on 
the other wing, made a furious attack on the parliamentary’ cavalry’, 
threw them into disorder, pushed them upon their own infantry, and 
put that whole wing to rout. "When ready to seize on their carriages 
and baggage, be perceived Cromwell, who was now returned from 
pursuit of the other wiug. Both sides were not a little surprised to 
find that they must again renew the combat for that victory which 
each of them thought they had already obtained. The front of the 
battle was now exactly countercbanged, and each army occupied the 
ground which had been possessed by the enemy at the beginning of 
tho day. This second battle was equally furious and desperate with 
the first; but after tho utmost efforts of courage by both parties, 
victory wholly turned to the side of the parliament . The prince’s 
train of artillery was taken, and his whole army driven off the field 
of battle.

This event was in itself a mighty blow to the king, but proved 
more fatal in its consequences. The marquis of Newcastle, cither 
disgusted with the rejection of his advice, or despairing of the king’s 
cause, went to Scarborough, where ho found a vessel which carried 
him beyond sea. During the ensuing years, till the Restoration, ho 
V . id in great necessity, and saw with indifference his opulent
fortune sequestered by those who assumed the government of Eng­
land. Prince Rupert, with equal precipitation, drew off the remains 
of his army, and retired into Lancashire. York surrendered a few 
days afterwards; and Fairfax, remaining in the city, established 
hi government in that whole county. The town of No ft castle was 
taken by the Scottish army on October 29.

While these events passed in the north, the king’s affairs in tho 
south were conducted with more success and greater abilities. Rutli- 
ven. a Scotchman who had been created earl of Brentford, acted 
under the king as general. Waller was routed by the royalists at 
Uro-redy-bridge, m a. Davcr.try (Juno 29), and pursued with con-
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GoSjX
/®  o f 4, INDEPENDENTS AND PRESBYTERIANS.
i  ( Jj|||idei)aile ôss* Shinned and disheartened with this blow. IlL^^rly  

\- \  and melted away by desertion; and the kina thodtiJ Tc J
safely leave it, and march westward against Essex. That 

^d2-t%etferal, having Tctreated into Cornwall, and being surrounded on all 
sides by the royalists, escaped in a boat to Plymouth. Balfour with 
his horse passed the king’s outposts in a thick mist, and got safely 
to the garrisons of his own party; but tho foot under Skippon were 
obliged to surrender their arms, artillery, baggage, and ammunition. 
The parliament, however, soon collected another army, which they 
placed under the command of the carl of Manchester, who gained a 
victory', though not of a very decisive kind, over Charles at New­
bury (Oct. 27), and compelled him to retire to Oxford.

§ G. During these cderations, contests had arisen among the par­
liamentary generals, which were renewed in London during the 
winter season. There had long prevailed in the parliamentary party 
a secret distinction which now began to discover itself with liigh 
contest and animosity. Tho I n d e p e n d e n t s , who had at fiift taken 
shelter and concealed themselves under the wings of tho P r e s b y ­
t e r ia n s , now evidently appeared a distinct party, and betrayed very 
different views and protensions. The independents rejected all eccio 
siastical establishments, and would admit of no spiritual t,-v.rts, no 
government among pastors, no interposition of the magistrate in reli­
gious concerns, no fixed encouragement annexed to any system of 
doctrines or opinions. According to their principles, each congrega­
tion, united voluntarily and by spiritual tics, composed within hseli 
a separate church, and exercised a jurisdiction, hut one destitute of 
temporal sanctions, over its own pastor and its own members. Of all 
Christian sects this was tho first which, during its prosperity as well 
a -‘ its adversity, always adopted the principle of toleration. Popery 
and ''rr-lacy alone, whose genius seemed to tend towards suparstiiion, 
were treated by the independents with rigour. The political system 
°f the independents kept pace with their religious. They aspired to 
a total abolition of the monarchy, and oven of tho rnstucracy; and 
projected an entire equality of rank and order in a republic quite free 

independent. In consequence of this scheme they were dcolared 
enemies to all proposals for peace, except on such terms as they knew 
•t was impossible to obtain • and they adhered to that maxim, which 
13 in tho main prudent and political, that whoever draws the sword 
aSainst his sovereign should throw away the scabbard. Sir Harry 
Vane, Oliver Cromwell, Nathaniel Fiennes, and Oliver St. John, the 
solicitor-general were regarded as the leaders of the independents, 
in tiro parliament a considerable n ijoritv, and a much greater in the 
Nation, were attached to the pro: byterian party ; aud it was only by 
cunning and deceit at first, and afterwards by military vlotanoe, that 
N'e independent* lould entertain any hopes of success.



( * ( j|l|r0I9^kU, *n ^ 1G PuMic debates, accused the earl of MancliVaknl 
V yV jp lf^J^ faU yneg lected  at Dennington castle, after CbarlesbT l  1 

Newbury, a favourable opportunity of finishing the war
...by refusing him permission to charge the king’s army in their retreat.

Manchester, by way of recrimination, informed the parliament that 
at another time, Cromwell having proposed some scheme to which it 
seemed improbable that parliament would agree, he insisted and said,
“ lord, if you will stick firm to honest men, you shall find your­
self at tho head of an army which shall give law both to king and 
parliament.” So full indeed was Cromwell of these republican pro­
jects, that, notwithstanding his habits of profound dissimulation, he 
could not so carefully guard liis expressions but that sometimes his 
favourite notions would escape him. Cromwell was persuaded that 
the only inode of carrying them out was by remodelling the army, 
but how to effect this project was the difficulty. The authority as 
well as merits of Essex were vdry great with the parliament. Man­
chester, Warwick, aDd the other commanders, had likewise great 
credit with the public ; nor were thero any hopes of prevailing over 
them but by laying the plan of an oblique and artificial attack which 
would conceal the real purpose of their antagonists. Accordingly, 
at tho instance of Cromwell, a committee was chosen to frame what 
was called tire ‘ Self-denying Ordinance,’ by which the members of 
both Houses were excluded from all civil and military employments, 
except a few offices which were specified. After'great debate it 
passed the House of Commons; the Peers, though the scheme was in 
part levelled against their order, and though they even ventured once 
to reject it, durst not persevere in their opposition. The ordinance 
therefore having passed both Houses (April 3, 1G45), Essex, War­
wick, Manchester, Denbigh, Waller, Brcreton, and many others, re­
signed their commands, and received tho thanks of parliament for 
their good services. A  pension of 10,000Z. a-year was settled on 
Essex.

It was agreed to recruit the army to 22,000 men, and sir Thomas 
Fairfax was appointed general. It is remarkable that his commission 
did not run, like that of Essex, in the name of the king and parlia­
ment, but in that of the parliament alone; and tho article concerning 
the safety of the king’s person was omitted. Cromwell, being a 
member of the lower House, should have been discarded with the 
otlu ;s; but ho was saved by that political craft in which he was so 
eminent. At the time when the other officers resigned their com­
missions, care was takon that he should be sent into the west With a 
body of horse; and shortly afterwards, at the earnest entreaty of 
Fairfax, who represented his sorviocR as indispensable, his commission 
was renewed for a short period, and ultimately for the whole campaign.
Tims the independents, though the minority, prevailed by art and



1 *Httniur|; over the presbyterians, and bestowed tie whole m i l k )  Iu- 
\ • \ ^ ^ o riijy in  appearance, upoa Fairfax— in reality upon Cromr^ty £  j

Obveraa of medal of sir Thomas Fairfax. f.v.'.ir.R • TBO : FAIRFAX mil: s . hti.it 
parli : dvx. Bust to left.

Nevertheless a conference between the king and the parliament 
was opened at Uxbridge, June 30, 1645. The subjects of debate 
were the three important articles, religion, the militia, and Ireland ; 
but it was soon found impracticable to come to any agreeineu with 
regard to any of them. In the summer of 1643 an assembly at 
Westminster, cor listing of 121 divines and 30 laymen, had alteied 
the Thirty-nine Articles; and instead of the liturgy had established 
a new directory for worship, by which, suitably to the spirit of 
the puritans, the utmost liberty, both in praying and preaching, 
was granted to the public teachers. By the solemn league and 
covenant episcopacy was abjured as destructive of all true piety ; 
and the king’s commissioners were not therefore surprised to find the 
establishment of presbytery and the directory positively dumauued, 
together with the subscription of the covenant both by the king and 
kingdom. But Charles, though willing to make some concessic-ns, 
Was not disposed to go such lengths; and as the parliament would 
abate nothing, the negotiations on this head fell to the ground. Still 
^ss could parties now in a state of open warfare agree upon >. 
militia bill, by which the power of the sword must necessarily have 
W n  transferred to one of them. , .

§7. A  little before th, enactment of the Self-denying Ordinance, 
archbishop Laud, the most favourite minister of the king, was bnmgnt 
to tlm scaffold. From the time that Laud had been committed, the 
House o f Commons, engaged in enterprises of greater moment, had 
found no leisure to finish his impeachment; but they now resolved 
to gratify their vengeance in the punishment of this prelate, lie 
was accused of high treason in endeavouring to subvert tho fumla- 

Lev', and of other high crimes and misdemeanours. After a 
l°ug trial, and the examination of above 150 witnesses, whose evi-
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I* ( JeKhojviver, the Commons Lad not heard, they found so I
V’ Auifllpxjd ^obtaining a judicial sentence against him that they wtrej 1  J 

X^jli^eJ^diaTe recourse to their legislative authority, and to pass an 
or^manco for taking away the life of this aged prelate. Notwith­
standing the low condition into which the Ilouse of Peers was fallen, 
there appeared some intention of rejecting this ordinance; and tlio 
popular leaders were again obliged to apply to the multitude, and to 
extinguish, by threats of new tumults, the small remains of liberty 
possessed by the upper House. Seven peers alone voted in this im­
portant question; the rest, either from shame or fear, took care to 
absent themselves. Laud, who bad behaved during bis trial with the 
spirit and vigour of genius, sunk not under the horrors of his exe­
cution ; but though he had usually professed himself apprehensive of 
a violent death, he found all his fears to be dissipated before that 
superior courage hy which ho teas animated. “ No one,” said he,
“ can be more willing to send mo out of life than I am desirous to 
go.” He quietly laid his head on the block, and it was severed from 
tho body at one blow (Jan. 10,1G45). Sincere he undoubtedly was, 
and, however mi -guided, actuated hy pious motives in all his pur­
suits; and it is to be regretted that he had not entertained more 
enlarged views, and embraced principles more favourable to the 
general happiness of society.

§ 8. Vfhile the king's affairs declined in England, the numerous 
victories of tiro carl of Montrose in Scotland seemed to promise him 
a more prosperous issue of the quarrel. That young nobleman bad 
entirely devoted himself to the king's service, and with the aid of a 
few adherents, and a small body of troops brought over from Ireland, 
achieve ! on a small scale a series of brilliant victories over the cove­
nanters in the north of Scotland. Meanwhile in England, Fairfax, 
or, mart properly speaking, Cromwell, under his name, introduced at 
last the new model into the army. From the same 'men new regi­
me its and new companies were formed, different officers appointed, 
and the whole military force put iDto such hands as the independents 
could rely on. At tho same time a new and more exact plan of disci- . 
pline was introduced. Nover surely was a more singular army 
assembled. To the greater number of the regiments chaplains wero 
not appointed ; the officers assumed the spiritual duty, and united it 
with their military functions. The private soldiers, seized with the 
sarao spirit, employed their vacant hours in prayer, in perusing tho 
Holy Scriptures, and in spiritual conferences, where they compared 
the progress of their souls in grace, and mutually stimulated each 
other to further advances in the great work of their salvation. AVhen 
they wore marching to battle the whole field resounded as well with 
psalms and spiritual songs adapted to the occasion a. with the in* 
strumonls nt military music; and every inan endeavoured to drown
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r. I ®7’.% of reseat danger in the prospect of that crown ^ 5 | L l
V C v ^ ^ - T 3 se*" ^ ore them. The forces assembled by the

in tlie west, and in other places, were equal, if not superior 
^nTmimber to tlieir adversaries, but actuated by a very different spirit 

That licence which had been introduced by want of pay had risen tc 
a great height among them, and rendered them more formidable to 
their friends than to their enemies.

The English campaign of 1G45 also opened with some advantage 
to the royalists. In the west, the parliamentarians indeed under 
Weldon succeeded in relieving Taunton, but were afterwards shut up 
in that place by Granville. Further north the king in person gained 
more distinguished successes. After compelling the army of the par­
liament to raise the siege of Chester, he assaulted and took Leicester, 
a garrison of the parliament’s, on his march back to Oxford. Mean­
while the last town, exposed by the king’s absence, had hem invested 
ny I'airfax; but, alarmed at Charles’s success, Fairfax abandoned 
t ic siege, and marched towards the king with an intention of offering 
uin battle. The king was advancing towards Oxford in order to 

iaa,e the siege, which ho apprehended was now begun; and both 
a.mies, ere they were aware, had advanced within six miles of each 
other. '1 he boiling ardour of prince Rupert persuaded an engagi- 
luent; and at Naseby, near Market Harborough, in Northampton- 

' lre> was fought, with forces nearty equal, a decisive and well- 
1 'sP*ltcd action between the king and parliament. The main body 
0 tne royalists was commanded by" tho king himself, who displayed 
8 1 tho conduct of a prude, t general and all the valour ol a stout 

'Idler. The battle was chiefly lost through a mistake of prince 
‘Upert, who, having rented the enemy’s left wiug under Ireton, was 

S'J inconsiderate as to lose time in summoning and attacking the 
artillery of the enemy, which had been left with a good guard oi 
■Gantry. Meanwhile the royalists were hard pressed by the valour 

a'’’! conduct of Fairfax and* Cromwell; and when Rupert rejoined 
■o king he found the infantry totally discomfited. Charles exhorted 
as body of cavalry not to despair, and eried aloud to them, “ One 

0 l:u?° more, and we recover the day.” But the disadvantages under 
"  'ich they laboured were too evident, and they could by no means 
■o induced to renew the combat. Charles was obliged to quit the 
!leM, and leave the victory to the enemy. The pmrliament lost 1000 
ni<‘n ; Charles not above 800; hut Fairfax made GOO officers pri- 
801 le« ,  and 4000 private nu n ; took all tho king’s artillery and 
um'nunition, and totally dissipated his infantry : so that sear, oly any 
Victory coukl ho rnoro complete than that which he obtained. 
Among the other spoils was seized the king’s cabinet, with the copies 
? ,li!i letters to the queen, which the parliament afterwards ordered 
10 ^  Published.
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\ . \ C^fter-tfie tattle the ting retreated with that' body of horse \nlrak I  .
AAVreSkMdentire, first to Hereford, then to Abergavenny; andSer-*—* 
^S2jnaS£easome time in Wales, from the vain hope of raising a body o( 

infantry in those harassed and exhausted quarters. In the beginning 
of the campaign he had sent the prince of Wales, then 15 years oi 
age, to the west, with the title of general; and had given orders, if 
he wero pressed hy the enemy, that he should malcc his escape into 
a foreign country, and save one part of the royal family from the 
violence of the parliament. Prince Rupert had thrown himself into 
Bristol, with an intention of defending that important city; whilst 
Goring was besieging Taunton. Thither Fairfax directed his march, 
on whoso approach the royalists raised the siege, and retired to 
Lamport, an open town in the county of Somerset. Fairfax, having 
beaten them from this post, and taken successively Bridgewater, Bath, 
and Sherborne, laid siege to Bristol. Much was expected from the 
reputation of prince Rupert,.hut a poorer defence was not made hy 
any town during the whole war. No sooner had the parliamentary 
forces entered the lines hy storm than the prince capitulated, and 
surrendered the city to Fairfax (Sept. 10). Charles, who was form*

1 ies and collecting forces for the relief of Bristol, was asto­
nished at so unexpected an event, which was little less fatal to his 
cacise than tire defeat at Nasr-by. Full of indignation, he instantly 
recalled all prince Rupert’s commissions, and sent him a pass to go 
beyond sea.

The king’s affairs now went fast to rain in all quarters. Tho Scots, 
having made themselves masters of Carlisle after an obstinate siege, 
marched southwards and laid siege to Hereford, but wero obliged to 
raise it on the king’s approach ; and this was the last glimpse of suc­
cess which attended his arms. Having marchod to the relief of 
Chester, which was anew besieged: by tho parliamentary forces, he 
was defeated, with the loss of 600 slain and 1000 prisoners. Tho 
king with the remains of his broken army, fled to Newark, and 
thence escaped to Oxford, where he shut himself up during the winter 
season. Before the expiration of the winter Fairfax reduced all the. 
west, and completely dispersed the king’s army in that quarter; 
while Cromwell brought all the middle counties of England to obe- 
di< nee under tho parliament. The prince of Wales, in pursuance of 
the king’s orders, retired to Scilly, and thence to Jersey, whence be 
joined the queen at Paris. News too arrived that Montrose himself- 
after some more successes, was at last routed at Philip-haugh, near 
Selkirk ; and this only remaining hope of tho royal party finally ex­
tinguished.

§ 9. Tho condition of the king during this whole winter teas 
the last degree disastrous and melancholy. The parliament deign 
not to make the least reply to several of his messages, in which b

( i f  Wl(t \ V\ CHARLES I. y



n e g o t ia t io n s  w it h  th e  p a r l ia m e n t .

1 ( passport fc r commissioners to treat of peace A t iV rS d l i
K ^ ^ S S T T *  him with the Wood spilt during the war', they t b & jJ k J  

were preparing biUs for him, and his passing them would 
Baddie best pledge of his inclination towards peace : in other words 
he must yield at discretion. He desired a personal treaty, and offered 
to come to London upon receiving a safe-conduct for himself and his 
attendants: they absolutely refused him admittance, and issued 
orders for the guarding, that is the seizing, of his person in case he 
.should attempt to visit thorn. A  new incident which happened in 
Ireland served to inflame the minds of men. The king being de­
sirous of concluding a final peace with the Irish rebels, and obtaining 
their assistance iu England, accordingly authorised Ormond, the lord- 
lieutenant, to promise them an abrogation of all the penal laws 
enacted against catholics ; hut as the Irish might probably demand 
further concessions than could he openly granted them,‘ the king 
privately gave to the earl of Glamorgan a commission to levy men 
and to coin money, and employ the revenues of tlie crown for their 
support; and engaged to ratify any treaty ho might make, even if 
contrary to law. But the commission was purposely drawn up and 
sealed in an informal manner, in order that the king might have a 
pretence to disclaim it if necessary, which indeed took place. Gla­
morgan concluded a peace with the rebels ; and agreed, in the king's 
name, that they should enjoy all the churches of which they had 
e\ er been in possession sinco the commencement of their insurrec­
tion, on condition that they should assist the king in England with a 
>ody of 10,000 men. The articles of the treaty were found among 
he baggage of the titular archbishop of Tuam, who was killed by a 

of the garrison of Sligo; and were immediately published 
everywhere, and copies of them sent over to the English parliament, 

he discovery of this treaty tended much to render abortive the 
* mS* negotiations with the parliament. To save appearances, Gla­
morgan was thrown into prison, but soon released.

Iho king seemed to bo now threatened with immediate destnic- 
Inn. Fairfax was approaching with a powerful and victorious army, 

atld was taking the proper measures for laying siege to Oxford, which 
must infallibly fall into his hands. In this desperate extremity 
'-Larles began to entertain thoughts of leaving Oxford, and flying to 
. a Scottish army, which at that time lay before Newark. He con- 

Cl|Ierod that the Scottish nation had been fully gratified in ail tK it 
1 "mands, and had no further concessions to exact from him; whilst, 
|ji‘ tll<3 other hand, they were disgusted with the English parliament, 
•'■ho progress of the independents gave them great alarm, and they 
'vevo scandalised to hear their beloved covenant spoken of every day 
'Vl'h less regard and reverence. The king hoped, too, that in thuir 
t"'osent disposition the sight of their native prince flying to them in



\ A&jus oxfcLmity of distress would rouse every spark of genen»5ljifl 
VAv^^efAW som s, and procure him their favour and protection.

0 %,,,, .tjMjp^vicws he left Oxford in the night of —pril 2G, 1646, accom­
panied by none but Dr. Hudson and Mr. Ashbumham, and went out 
at that gate which leads to London. He rode before a portmanteau, 
cnlling himself Asbbumham’s servant, and arrived at the Scottish 
camp) before Newark (May 5). The Scottish general and commis­
sioners affected great surprise on the appearance of the king; and 
though they paid him all the exterior respect duo to his dignity, they 
instantly set a guard upon him, under colour of protection, and made 
him in reality a prisoner. They informed the English parliament of 
this unexpected incident, and assured them that they had entered 
into no private treaty with the king; but hearing that the parlia­
ment laid claim to the entire disposal of the king’s person, they 
thought, prop, r to retire northwards, and to fix their camp at New­
castle. Charles had very little reason to he pleased with his situa­
tion. The Scots required him to issue orders to Oxford, and all his 
other garrisons, commanding their surrender to the parliament; and 
the king, sensible that their resistance was to very little purpose, im­
mediately complied. Ormond, having received like orders, delivered 
Dublin and other forts into the hands of the parliamentary officers.

The parliament and the Scots laid their proposals before the king, 
which were little worse than what were insisted on before the battle 
of Nas-.by. The power of the sword, instead of 10 years, which the 
king now offered, was demanded for 20, together with a right to 
levy  whatever money the parliament should think proper for the 
support of their armies. The other conditions were in the main tho 
samo with those which had formerly been offered to the king, and ho 
was peremptorily required to give his consent or refusal in 10 days. 
The parliament now entered into negotiations with tho Soots. The 
Scottish commissioners resolved to keep tho king as a pledge for those 
arrears w hich they < '.limed from England. After many discussions 
it was at last agreed that, in lieu of all demands, they should accept 
of 400,000k, one-half to ho paid instantly, another in two subse­
quent payments. Great pains were taken by the Scots (and the 
English complied with their pretended delicacy) to make this esli- 

ion and , ayment of arrears appear a quite different transaction 
from that for the delivery of the king’s person, but common senso 
requires that they should ho regarded as one and the same. Thus 
tho Scottish nation incurred the reproach ofbetraying their prince 
for money. The king, lieingdelivered over by the Scots to the I'.p S ' 
lish crinmissioneTB (Jan. JO, 1647), wa- conducted under a guard to 
Hotmby, 'n Northamptonshire. On his journey the whole country 
flocked to behold him, mi v«d partly by cure >ity, partly by com- 
passion and a ll  cum>. The commissioners rendered lus confinement



G°iJX
MUTINY OF THE ARMY. / T 3 ' n .

I* 1 J | «  Bhlliiby v« y  ''foorhus, dismissing his ancient servants, a u d V » t I
VS^ti^AUyoiiiiiHiiiicalion with liis friends or family. The parhAmSt—J 

earnestly app.icd to by tho king, refused to allow liis chap 
-Km :s to attend him, because they had not taken the covenant. 
During the time that the king remained in the Scottish army at 
Newcastle, died the earl of Essex, the discarded but still powerful 
and popular general of the parliament. The presbyterian or the 
moderate party among the Commons found themselves considerably 
weakened by his death, and the small remains of authority which 
still adhered to the House of Peers were in a manner wholly ex­
tinguished.

§ 10. The dominion of tho parliament was of short duration. No 
sooner had they subdued their sovereign than their own servants 
roso against them, and tumbled them from their slippery throne. 
Soon after tho retreat of the Scots, the presbytorians, seeing every­
thing reduced to obedience, began to talk of diminishing the army ; 
and on pretence of easing the public burdens, they levelled a deadly 
blow at the opposite faction. They purposed to embark a strong de­
tachment for the service of Ireland, and they openly declared their 
intention of making a great reduction of tho remainder. Considerable 
arrears were due to the army; and many of the private men, as well 
as officers, had nearly a twelvemonth’s pay- still owing them ; and as 
no plan was pointed out by the Commons for the payment o. arrears, 
the soldiers dreaded that, after they iculd lie disbanded or embarked 
for Ireland (a most unpopular service), their enemies, who predo­
minated in the two Houses, would entirely defraud them of their 
light, and Oppress them with impunity. On tin's ground 6r preh 
did the first commotions begin in the. army. Combinations were 
formed, and petitions handed about; and few could be found to enlist 
for Ireland. Their petition to the parliament boro a very imperious 
air: in a word, they felt their power, and resolved to bo masters. 
The expedient which tho parliament now made use of was the w orst 
imaginable. They sent Skippon, Cromwell, Ireton, and Fleetwood, 
to the head-quarters at Saffron Walden in Essex; and empowered 
them to make offers to the army, and inquire into the causo of i Is 
distempers. These very generals, at k ret tho last three1, were secretly 
the authors of all the discontents, and failed not to foment those dis­
orders which they pretended to ap]iense. By their suggestion, a 
council of the principal office: s was appointed after the model of the 
House of Peers, and a more free representative of the army was com­
posed by the election of two private meu or infilrior officers, under 
the title of adjutators, afteiwards called agitators, from each troop 
or company. This terrible court, when assembled, having first 
‘Wared that they found no distempers in tho anny, hut. many 
grievances, under whioh it laboured, immediately voted tho offers



( I  ( ofJBK pailikrre ul unsatisfactory; and they presently struck * j £ j v T
l . Vw|f»a ai  jodco decided the victory in their favour. A  para^m I , 

VpQQ llOTse appeared at Holmby, conducted by one Joyce, whoHmu®'  ̂
^Sfoeewlgoen a tailor by profession, but was now advanced to the rank 
of comet, and was an active agitator in the army (June 4). Joyce 
came into the king’s presence armed with pistols, and told him 
that he must immediately go along with him. “ Whither?” said 
the king. “  To the army,” replied Joyce. Charles appointed to 
meet him at the door at six o’clock the next morning, where the 
troopers were drawn u p ; and in answer to Ids repeated inquiries 
for his authority, Joyce pointed to tho soldiers, tall, handsome, 
and well accoutred. “ Your warrant,” said Charles, smiling, “ is 
wrilhn in fair character.., legible without spelling and yielding
himself up, was safely conducted to the army, who were hasten­
ing to their rendezvous at Triplow Heath, near Cambridge. The 
parliament were thrown into the utmost consternation. Fairfax 
himself, to whom this hold measure had never been communicated, 
was no less surprised at the king’s arrival. The parliamentary 
leaders, having discovered that the most active officers and agi­
tators were entirely Cromwell’s creatures, secretly resolved that 
next day, when he should come to the House, an accusation should 
be entered against him, and he should he sent to the Tower. Being 
informed of this design, Cromwell hastened to the camp, where bo 
was received with acclamation, and was instantly invested with tho 
supremo command, both of general and army. Without further de­
liberation, bo advanced the army upon the parliament, and arrived 
in a few days at St. Albans. But London still retained a strong 
attachment to presbyterianism ; and its militia, which had by a late 
ordinance been put into Lands in which the parliament could en­
tirely confide, was now called out, and ordered to guard the lines 
which had been drawn round the city in order to secure it against 
the king. On further reflection, however, it was thought more pru­
dent to Rubmit. The declaration by which tho military petitioners 
had been voted public enemies was erased from the journal-book.
This was the first symptom which the parliament gav; cf submis­
sion, and the army rose every day in their demands. Having ob­
tain' d tho sequestration of eleven of the chief presbyterian members, 
the army, in order to save appearances, removed, at the desire of tiro 
parliament, to a greater distance from London, ar.d fixed their head­
quarters at Boding. They carried the king along with them in nil 
their marches, who now found himself in a better situation than at 
Holmby. A ll his friends hod access to his presence ; his correspond­
ence with (ho queen was not interrupted: his chaplains wore restored 
to him, and lie was allowed the use of the liturgy; his children were 
once allowed to \ isit him, and they pun"d n few days at Cavorshnnu
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THE ARMY SUBDUE THE PARLIAMENT. / T f e l

I ( jMicrd i'P then resided. Cromwell, an well as the lerderJ^Jljil 
\v\ ^SgrtiOs;Aiaid. court to him; anil fortune, notwithstanding dUl i l  1 

seemed aglin to smilo upon him.
The impatienco of the Londoners Brought matters to a crisis 

between the parliament and army. At the instance of the latter the 
parliament had voted that the militia of London should be changed, 
the presbyterian commissioners displaced, and the command restored 
to those who, during tho course of the war, had constantly exercised 
it. A  petition against this alteration was carried to Westminster, 
attended by tho apprentices and seditious multitude, who besieged the 
door of the House of Commons; and by their clamour, noise, and 
violence, obliged them to reverse that vote which they had passed so 
lately. No sooner was intelligence of thi3 tumult conveyed to
Heading than tho army was put in motion, to vindicate, they said, 
against the seditious citizens, the invaded privileges of parliament.
In their way to London they were drawn up on Hounslow Heath— a 
formidable body 20,000 Btrong, and determined to pursue whatever 
measures their generals should dictate to them. Here the most 
favourable event happened to quicken and encourage their advance, 
file speakers of the two Houses, Manchester and Lenlbal, attended 
by 8 peers and about 60 commoners, having secretly retired from the 
city, presented themselves, with their maces and all tho ensigns of 
their dignity, and, complaining of the violence put upon them, applied 
1° the army for "defence and protection. They were received with 
shouts and acclamations; respect was paid to them as to the parlia­
ment of England; and the army, being provided with so plausible a 
pretence, advanced to chastise the rebellious city, and to reinstate 
the violated parliament. Without experiencing the least resistance 
the army marched in triumph through tho city, but preserved the 
greatest order, decency, and appearance of humility (Aug. 6). They 
conducted to Westminster the two speakers, who took their seats as 
if nothing had happened. The eleven impeached members were ex­
pelled ; seven peers were impeached; the mayor, one sheriff, and three 
aldermen sent to tho Tower; several citizens and officers of the militia 
committed to prison; every deed of the parliament annulled, from the 
day of tlie tumult till the return of the speakers; tho lines about the 
city levelled; the militia restored to the independents; and the par­
liament bcin" reduced to a regular formed servitude, a day was ap­
pointed of solemn thanksgiving for the restoration of Us liberty.

The leaders of the army, having established their dominion over 
the parliament and city, ventured to bring the king to Hampton 
Court • and lie lived for some time in that palace with an appearance 
of dimity and freedom, no entertained hopes that his negotiations 
With tho generals would bo crowned with success. Tt appears tlmt 
from well and Ircton really desired to save tho king, but tlmt

G°^%\



11 ( ffl|ralcsB|iu3inoeritj5 and duplicity at last convinced tliem tlial fceyT^
V 'K’-q* 1W/no trust in his promises. Charles now took suddcBCTbl .

withdrawing himself; and attend;d only by throe 
V ^ m g Edprivatcly left Hampton Court (Nov. 11). His escape was not 

discovered till nearly an hour after, when those who entered his cham­
ber found on the tablo some letters directed to the parliament, to the 
general, and to the officer who had attended him. All night he tra­
velled through the forest, and arrived next day at Titchfieid, a seat 
of the earl of Southampton’s, where the countess-dowager resided, a 
woman of honour to whom the king knew he might safely intrust liis 
person. The king could not hope to remain long concealed at Titch­
fieid. He took refuge with Colonel Hammond, the governor of tho 
Isle of Wight, who was nephew to Hr. Hammond, the king’s favonr- 
i te chaplain. By Hâ nmond he was conducted to Carisbrooke castle, 
where, though received with great demonstrations of respect and 
duty, he was in reality a prisoner.

S 12. Cromwell, being now entirely master of the parliament and 
of the king, applied himself seriously to quell those disorders in the 
army which he himself had so artfully raised. A party had sprung 
up in the army called levellers, who were not only in favour of 
abolishing royalty and nobility, but of levelling all ranks of men. 
rJ he saints, they said, were the salt of the earth ; an entire purity had 
place among the elect; and, by the same rule that the apostles were 
exalted from the most ignoble professions, the meanest sentinel, if 
enlightened by the Spirit, was entitled to equal regard with lh° 
greatest commander. In order to weaD the soldiers from these 
licentious maxims, Cromwell had issued orders for discontinuing if 
meetings of the agitators; but the levellers, having experienced the 
sweets of dominion, would not so easily be deprived of it. T he} 
secretly continued their meetings; they asserted that their offccr0> 
as much as any part of tho church or state, needed reformation. 
ihis distemper was soon cured by the rough but dexterous hand o' 
Cromwell. He cLosc the opportunity of a review, that he might dis­
play the greater boldness and spread the terror the wider.' He seizel'
'he ringleaders before their companions, held in the field a council o1 
war, shot oiic mutineer instantly, and struck such dn jd into the r®0* 
that they presently threw down the symbols of sedition which th°y 
had displayed, and thenceforth returned to their wonted disciph®8 
and obedience.

At tho suggestion of ircton, Cromwell then, secretly called, ^  
Windsor, <\ council of the chief officers, in order to deliberate c0tl > 
coming tho settlement of the nation, and tho future disposal of * *7 
kin" 3 person. In this conference, which commenced with 
prayers, pouted forth by Cromwell himself and the other officers, ^  
lire’ opened tho darn. lie king to justice. Chl) ^
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\” \ ^  a message sent from Cmisbrooke rastlo, toVSfci,-
h^ own ^1C Power of the militia and the nominat^n/tl^i 
great offices, provided that, after liis demise, these prerogatives 

^htiiild revert to the crown. At the instigation of the independents 
aî d army, the parliament neglected this offer, and framed four pro­
posals, which they sent him as preliminaries :—1. To invest the par- 
1 lament with the military power for 20 years; 2. to recall all hia 
pioclamations and declarations against the parliament; 3. to annul 
‘hi the acts, and void all the patents of peerage, which had passed 
the great seal since it had been carried from London by lord-keeper 
■Littleton, and to renounce for the future the power of making peers 
without consent ot parliament; 4. to give the two Houses power to 
a<ljourn as they thought proper. The king having refused his con­
sent to these proposals, it was voted by the parliament that no mere 
addresses should be made to him, nor any letters or messages received 
hom *him ; and that it should he treason for any one, without leave 
*?f two Houses, to have any intercourse with him (Jan. 13,164S>
%  this vote of non-addresses (so it was called) the king was in reality 
dethroned, and the whole constitution formally overthrown ; and it 
having been discovered that the king had attempted to escape from 
f arisbrooke castle, Hammond, by orders from the army, removed all 
his servants, cut off his correspondence with his friends, and shut 
him up in close confinement.

§ 13. The Scots, however, were much displeased with the pro­
ceedings adopted towards the king, as well as with the contempt * 
which tho independents displayed for the covenant, which was pro­
fanely called in the House of Commons an almanac out of date.
-i hey sent commissioners to London to protest against the four pro­
positions that had been offered to the king; and wh'U they accom­
panied tho English commissioners to the Islo of Wight, they secretly 
formed a treaty with the king for arming Scotland in his favour, 
lhe duke of Hamilton obtained a vote from tho Scottish parliament 
to ann 40,000 men in support of the king’s authority, and to call 
over a considerable body under ionro, who ei'tnnmn.d d the Scottish 
forces in Ulster; and though he openly protested that the covenant 
was the foundation of Jdl his measures, he sec# red into cor-
risspondenco with rhe English royalists, sir Marmadr.ko Langdale and 
sir Philip Musgrave, who had levied considerable forces in ibe north 
of England. While the Scots were making preparations for the in­
vasion of England, every part of that kingdom was agitated with 
tumults, insurrections, conspiracies, discontents. The general spirit 
of discontent had seized the fleet. Seventeen ships, lying in the 
uiouth r»f the river, declared for the king ; and putting their admiral 
ashore, sailed over to Holland, whore the prince of Wales took the 
command of them.

e&gland. u
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( f  ( IHlimvrijl and the military, council prepari d themselvcf A-k’T
W \ fov|efence, and the revolts which had broken out in
\ ^ p ^ ^ e | s;-England were soon either checked or subdued.

|icjct- v̂as manned and sent out, under the command of Warwick, 
to oppose the revolted ships. But while the forces were employed 
ill all quartern, the parliament regained its liberty, and tho presbj - 
tsrian party recovered the ascendant which it had formerly lost, d ho 
vote of non-addresses was repealed; and commissioners (five pccis 
and ten commoners) were sent to Newport in the Isle of Wight, in 
order to treat with the king (Sept. 18). When Charles presented 
himself to this company, a great and sensible alteration was remarked 
in his aspect. The moment his servants had been removed, bo had 
allowed liis beard and hair to grow, and to bang dishevelled and 
neglected. His hair was become almost entirely grey; and bis 
friends, perhaps even his enemies, beheld with compassion that “  grey 
and discrowned head,” as he himself terms it in a copy of verses, 
which the truth of the sentiment, rather than any elegance of.ex- 
pression, renders very pathetic. As these negotiations produced no 
result, it is unnecessary to enter into particulars. Religion was the 
chief obstacle; and so great was the bigotry on both sides that they 
were willing to sacrifice the greatest civil interests rather than relin­
quish the most minute of their theological contentions. The treaty 
was spun out to such a length that tho invasions and insurrections 
were everywhere subdued, and the army had leisure to execute their 
violent and sanguinary purpose.

Hamilton, having entered England with a numerous though un­
disciplined army, durst not unite his forces with those of Langdale, 
because the English royalists had refused to take the covenant; and 
the Scottish presbyterians, though engaged for the king, refused 
to join them on any other terms. Cromwell, though liis forces were 
not half so numerous as those of the allies, attacked Langdftle by 
surprise, near Preston in Lancashire. Hamilton was next attacked, 
put to rout, aud jnvrsu: J to Uttoxeter, where ho surrendered hiiusel! 
prisoner (Aug. 20). Cromwell followed his advantage; mid, march­
ing into Scotland with a considerable body, joined Argyle, who was 
also in arms ; and having suppressed the moderate presbyterians, ho 
placed tho power entirely in the hands of the violent party. The 
ecclesiastical authority, exalted above the civil, exercised the severest 
vengeance on all who had a share in Hamilton’s engagement, as n 
was culled. Never in this island was known a more severe and 
arbitrary government than was generally exercised by the patrons ot 
liberty in borir kingdoms. The capture of Colchester by Fairfax 
(An.;. 2rt), and tb« 1 criarous execution of sir Charles Lucas and sir 
George Lisle, who bud bravely defended it, termii; .ted tho la** 
straggle for the king.

CHARLES I. Cua iuXXH.



■ eot&X . .
COLONEL PRIDE'S PURGE. > ^ 05

I ( W §  lijT b e  catastrophe was now approaching. A remonstrlfcJl!
• by the council of general -officers, and tent to the ia r n m * ; l ,
X^C'^Bk^Sj^plaincd of 1.10 treaty ■with the king, demanded his pTtrne* 

\ijiSSiUbr the Wood spilt during the war, and required a dissolution 
of the present parliament. The foremost men in this measure were 
colonel Ludlow and Ireton. Fairfax disapproved of it, but had not 
the courage to oppose it. The parliament lost not coinage, notwith­
standing the danger with which they were so nearly menaced. Hollis, 
tlie present leader of the presbyterians, was a man of unconquerable 
intrepidity; and many others of that party seconded his magnani­
mous spirit. It was proposed by them that the generals and prin­
cipal officers should, for their disobedience and usurpations, be pro­
claimed traitors by the parliament. But the parliament was dulling 
with men who would not bo frightened by words, nor retarded by any 
scrupulous delicacy. The generals, under the name of Fairfax (for 
ho still allowed them to employ his name), marched the army to 
London, and surrounded tile parliament with their hostile arma­
ments. The parliament nevertheless proceeded to close their treaty 
with the king; and after a violent debate of three days, it was car­
ried, by a majority of 129 against 83, intho House of Commons, that 
the king’s concessions were a foundation for the Houses to proceed 
upon in the settlement of the kingdom. Next day (F*ec. 5), when 
the Commons wore to meet, colonel Pride, formerly a drayman, had 
environed the House with two regiments; and, directed by lord 
Grey of Groby, lie seized in the passage 52 member.; of f lu presby- 
torian party, and sent them to a low room which passed by the appel­
lation of hell, whence they were afterwards carried to several inns. 
Above 160 members more were excluded; mid none were allowed to 
enter but tho most determined of the independents, and tb. ■ e cx- 
ceeded not the number of 50 or 60. This invasion of the parliament 
ooinmonly passed under the name of colonel Pride's purge. Crom­
well was at this time on his way from Scotland. 1 he remains of the 
Parliament (often called the hump) instantly reversed the former 
voto, and declared the king’s concessions unsatisfactory; they re­
newed their former vote of non-addresses, and tiiey committed to 
prison several leaders of tb presbyterians.

These, sudden and violent revolutions he d the whole nation in 
terror and astonishment. To quiet tho minds of men, the general; , 
in the name of tho array, published a declaration in which they ex­
pressed their resolution of supporting law and justice; and the 
oouncil of officers took into consideration a scheme called the agree­
ment of the people, being the plan of a republic, to be substituted in 
the place of that government which they had so violently pulled in 
pieces. To effect this, nothing remained but the public trial and 
execution of their sovereign. In the House of Commons a committee
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i 5 \ iji l i aPP™Ut*d to toriri  ̂iu a charge against the Iring. On their\fl)tfrt|
V s , p a s s e d ,  declaiing it treason in a king to,levy war againdt J A  1 
VHv.lsarikvrhe'iit, and appointing a Hion Court o f  i  u s t ic e  to try Charles 

"'tor-tins newly-invented treason. The House of Peers, which assembled 
to the number of sixteen, without one dissenting voice, and almost 
without deliberation, instantly rejected the vote of the lower House, 
and adjourned themselves for ten days, hoping that this delay would 
be able to retard the furious career of tho Commons ; but the Com­
mons were not to be stopped by so small an obstacle. Having de­
clared that the people arc the origin of all just power, that the 
Commons of England are the supreme authority of the nation, and 
that whatever is enacted by them hath the force of law, without the 
consent of king or House of Peers, tho ordinance for the trial of 
Charles Stuart, kipg of England (so they called him), was again read 
and unanimously assented to (Jan. 6, 1649); after which colonel 
Harrison, the most furious enthusiast in the army, was sent with a* 
strong party to conduct tho king to London. He had been trans­
ferred from Carisbrooke to Hurst castle, on tho coast of Hampshire, 
on Nov. 30, and was conducted to St, James’s, Dec. 22. From 
thence he was transferred to Windsor castle, and was conducted to 
Whitehall on Jan. 19.

Tho high court of justice assembled in Westminster Hall on 
J;in. 20. It consisted of 133 poisons, as named by the Commons, 
but there scarcely eve>- sat above 70. Cromwell, Ireton, Harrison, 
and the chief officers of the army, were members, together with 
some of the lower House, and some citizens of London. Tim 
judges were at first appointed in the number; but as they bad 
affirmed that it was contrary to law to try the king for treason, their 
names, as well as those of some peers, wero struck out. Bradshaw, 
a lawyer, was chosen president. Cook was appointed solicitor for tho 
people of England. In calling over the court, when the crier pro­
nounced tho name of Fairfax, which hod been inserted in the 
number, a voice came from one of tho spectators, and cried, “ B8 
lias more wit than to be here.” When the charge was read against 
tho king, “  In the name of tho people of England,” the same voice 
exclaimed, “ Not a tenth part of them,” Ax tell, the officer who 
guarded the court, giving orders to fire into the box whence these 
insolent speeches came, it was discovered that lady Fairfax was there, 
imd that it was she who had had the courage to utter them.
V. The pomp, the dignity, the ceremony of ibis transaction, cor­
responded to the greatest conception that is suggested iu the annals o- 
human kind—the delegates of a great people sitting in judgment Up0*} 
their supreme magistrate, and trying him for his inisgovcrnment a11® 
breach of trash The solicitor, in the name of the Commons, repr°" 
benlel that Charles Stuart, being admitted king of England, a11'



11 (  with a limited power, yet nevertheless, from rltfjSJiWl
\ • V fevfrigp w  erect an uijimited and tyrannical government, 
X^V^SsfeaZd maliciously levied war against the present parliam ekM U  
_ thth-ptejple whom they represented ; and was therefore impeached as

a tyrant, traitor, murderer, and a public and implacable enemy to 
the commonwealth. The king was then called on lor his answer. 
Though long detained a prisoner, and now produced as a criminal, 
Charles sustained, by his magnanimous courage, the majesty of n 
monarch. With great temper and dignity he declined to submit 
himself to the jurisdiction of the court, on the ground that he was 
their native hereditary king; nor was the whole authority of the state, 
though free and united, entitled to try him who derived his dignity 
from the Supreme Majesty of Heaven. Three times was he produced 
before the court, and as often declined their jurisdiction. On the 
fourth, the judges having examined some witnesses, by whom it was 
proved that the king had appeared in arms against the forces com­
missioned by the parliament, they pronounced sentonce against him. 
He seemed very anxious at this time to be admitted to a conference 
with the two Houses, and it was supposed that lie intended to resign 
the crown to his son, but the court refused compliance.

It is confessed that the king’s behaviour during this last scene of 
his life does honour to his memory; and that in all appearances before 
liis judges he never forgot his part, either as a priuee or as a man. 
The soldiers, instigated by their superiors, were brought, though 
with difficulty, to cry aloud for justice. “ Poor souls 1” said the 
king to one of his attendants, “  for a little money they would do as 
much against their commanders.” One soldier, seized by contagious 
sympathy, having demanded from Heaven a blessing on oppressed! 
and fallen majesty, his officer, overhearing tbo prayer, beat him to 
the ground in the king’s presence. “  The punishment, metlunks, 
exceeds the offence.”  This wras the reflection which Charles formed
on that occasion. _  v •

The Scots protested against the proceedings; the I utcu mteicvdrd 
in the king's behalf; the prince of \\ ales sent, a blank sheet of paper, 
subscribed with his name and sealed with Ins arms, oil which Ins 
father’s judges might write what conditions they pleased os the price 
of his life. Solicitations were found fruitless with men whose reso­
lutions were fixed and irrevocable.

§ 15. Three days were allowed the king between his sentence and 
his execution. This interval he passed with great tranquillity, chi, ily 
in reading and devotion. All his family that remained in England 
were allowed access to him. It consisted only of the princess Eliza- 
belli and of prince Henry, afterwards duke of Gloucester, for the 
duke of York had made liis escape. The palace of Whit, hall ivu 
destined for the execution: for it was intended, by choosing liis own
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I paSSns, to] Jisplay more evidently the triumph of popular justiccW^ I
V 4\r'?§2?n)aje^y. The scaffold was erected in rout of the cciitn™ l i  

the banqueting-liall; and when Charles stepped out o f 
rfiljTSSrfidow upon the scaffold he found it so surrounded with 
soldiers that he could not expect to be heard by any of the people ; 
he addressed therefore his discourse to the few persons who were 
about him; justified his own innocence in the late fatal wars, 
though he acknowledged the equity of Iris execution in the eyes 
of his Maker; and observed that an unjust sentence, Which he 
had suffered to take effect, was now punished by an unjust sen­
tence upon himself. When be was preparing himself for the 
block, bishop Juxon,-who had been allowed to attend him, called 
to him, There is, sir, but one stage more, which, though tur­
bulent and troublesome, is yet a very short one. Consider, it will 
soon carry you a great way; it will carry you from earth to heaven ; 
and there you shall find, to your great joy, the prize to which you 
hasten, a crown of glory.” “  I go,” replied the king, “  from a cor­
ruptible to an incorruptible crown, where no disturbance can have 
place.” At one blow was bis head severed from his body,/ A man 
in a vizor performed the office of executioner; another, in a like dis­
guise, held up to the spectators the head streaming with blood, and 
cried aloud, “  This is the head of a traitor!” (Jan. 30, 1649).

Cl aries was of a comely presence; of a sweet, hut melancholy, 
aspect. Ilis face was regular, handsome, and well-complexioned; 
bis body strong, healthy, and justly proportioned; and being of a 
middle stature, he was capable of enduring the greatest fatigues.
He excelled in horsemanship and other exercises; and he possessed 
all the exterior as well as many of the essential qualities which form 
an accomplished prince. The greatest blemish in his character was 
a want o f sincerity: “ a fault,” says Air. Ilallam (Const, JfisL, ii.
229) “  that appeared in all parts of liis life, and from which no one 
wild has jjaid the subject any attention will pretend to exculpate 
him.”

In a few days the Commons passed votes to. abolish the House 
of Peers and the monarchy, and they ordered a new great seal 
to ho engraved, on which their house was represented, with this 
legend, o:j viie first tear or freedom, bv god’s pressing, 
restored, 1648. The forms of all public business wore changed - 
from the king’s name to that of the keepers of the lilxirtiefl °* 
England. And it was declared high treason to proclaim, or an} 
otherwise s.riin ,winder, Charles Stuart, commonly called prince ot 
Wales. The duke of Hamilton, as earl of Cambridge in England, 
lord Capel, and the earl of Holland, were condemned and execute* 
for treason.
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Accession of Cha ’les I. and mar- 1640. Impeachment of Strafforu^r,  
riage -with Henrietta of France. 1641. Triennial act. Attainder and 

„ First parliament. execution of Strafford. The
1G26. Second parliament. Star Chamber and High Com-
1627. Buckingham’s expedition to the mission Court abolished. Irish

isle of Bhd. * rebellion. The “ Remon-
1628. Third parliament. eTance.”

,, Petition of right. 1642. Accusations of lord Kimbolton
„ Buckingham assassinated by and the five members. The

Felton. king sets up his standard at
1637. Trial of Hampden for refusing to Nottingham.

pay ship-money. „ Battle of Edge-bill.
1638. The covenant established in Scot- 1643. Hampden killed at Chalgrare

land. field.
1639. War with the Scots. 1644. Battle of Marstou Moor.
1640. Fourth parliament, after 11 years’ 1645. Archbishop Laud executed.

cessation. Meets April 13, ,, Battle of Naseby.
dissolved May 5. 1647. The king given up by the Scots.

„ The Scots invade England. Bat- 1648. Colonel Frido “ purges” tho 
tie of Newburn. House of Commons.

„ Meeting of the Long Parliament, 1649. Trial and execution of the king. 
Not. 3.

NOTES AND ILLUSTRATIONS.
generally allowed that the * Icon * is not 

ICON BASILIKE. the work of King Charles, but of Dr.
Shortly after the execution of Charles Gauden, a clergyman of Bockiiig, and 

I. appeared a work entitled * Icon Ba- author of a Life of Hooker. Lord An- 
rilike (cutup 0wnAiMj, kingly image), or glesey left a memorandum in hr band- 
a Portraiture of His Sacred Majesty in writing that he was told in 1676. both 
his Solitude and Sufferings,* which made by Charles II. and by the duke of York, 
a great impression on the public, and is that the work was not written by their 
said by lord Shaftcslmry (C7/arccferistJ>3, father (Wagstaff's Vindication of K in g  
i. 193) to have contributed in no small Charles, p. 3). Burntt was also told 
degree to obtain for Charles the titles by James, in 1673, that the hook was 
of saint and martyr. It consists of the composition of Dr. Gauden (If'urks, 
meditations or soliloquies on tho king’s vol. i. p. 76)- it  is remarkable too 
calamities, and was generally believed that I«ord Clarendon, in his long and 
at the time to be the composition of laboured panegyric of king Charles, 
Charles himself. lienee it met with a says not ft word about this production ; 
great, sale, end in the middle of last and it would seem from a passage In 
century it was computed that 47 edi- his corre ,prudence that he v. its aware it 
lions, or 48,500 copies, had been issued was not genuine. After the restorcCon, 
(Jos. Ames, in Ja m  don 3fagasine for T)r. Gauden made known ut court his 
1756). In 1649, Milton was comm is- claims to the authorship ol tho book, 
sioned by the parliament to answer it, and received as the price of his sc-civey, 
which he did ;n treati e called first the bishopric of Exeter, and nfter- 
‘  Iconoclast cm ’ roxkacrnjt, tho image wards that of Worcester. Nevertheless 
breaker). In this piece Milton treats Dr. C. Wordsworth bus undertaken to 
tne ‘ Icon Basii kd ’ ns a genuine work, vindicate the au’horship of king diaries, 
though in the preface he intimates a , in a work publish'd in 1824. entitled, 
doubt respecting its aulhorsUip. Charles ?I7io wrote E ik o n  Basiltke f Thifcc WuC 
appears, at ftll events, to have seen the desire to enter more fully into this sub 
work in manuscript when a prisoner in ject of literary controversy are referred 
Carisbrooke Castle, and to have revised to that work and to Harris, Life oj 
some par ages of it with his own hand ; Charles I., ii. 124 ; Linga -̂d, Hut. oj 
but the revised copy is JllJl 1hat which England, viil. npp. R R R ; HtUlam's 
has been printed. It is now ;pretty Oontiitutional Uistory, Ii. 230.
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Pattern for a crown of the protector Oliver Cromwell Obv.: oli. ar , d o . b . p • 
A s r .  . SCO . IIIB &c PRO. Bust of protc-ctor to left. Rev.: i*ax . qv sr’itvr . bf.llo. 
Crowned shield with a*ms of England, Scothind, and Ireland, und the coat of Cromwell 
in an eendcheon of pretence: above, 1658.

CHAPTER XXIII.

THE COMMONWEALTH. 1649 -16G0.

§ 1. State of I ngland, Scotland, and Ireland. § 2. Cromwell’s campaign in 
Ireland. § 3. Charles II. in Scotland. Cromwell’s campaign in Scotland. 
Battle of Dunbar. § 4. Charles c: owned at Scone. He advances into 
England. Battle of Worcester. Flight and escape of Charles. § 5. Set­
tlement of the Commonwealth. § G. Dutch war. Blake and Van Tromp. 
§ 7. Cromwell expels the parliament. § 8. Barebone’s parliament. 
Cromwell protector. § 9. Defeat of the Dutch and peace with Holland. 
§ 10. Cromwell’s administration. His first parliament. Royalist insur­
rection. War with Spain. § 11. Blake’s naval exploits. Jamaica 
conquered. Death of Blake. § 12. Cromwell’s vigorous government. 
His character. § 13. His second pnribunent. He refuses the crown. 
The “ humble petition and advice.” § 14. Dunkirk talten. Discontents 
and insurrections. § 15. Cromwell’s sickness, death, and character. § 16. 
Ihchard Cromwell protector. His deposition. § 17. Long Parliament 
restored and expelled. Committee of safety. § 18. General Monk de­
clares for the parliament. The parliament restored. Monk enters Loudon. 
Long Parliament dissolved. § 19. A new parliament. The Restoration.

i  I.Qthk <loath of the king was followed by a dissolution of all 
authority, both civil and ecclesiastical. Every man had framed the 
model of a republic; every man had adjusted his own system of 
religion. The millr-narians, or fifth monarchy men, required that 
government itself should be abolished, and all human powei be laid 
in the dust, in order to pave the way for the dominion of Christ.



STATE 0F UIK THREE ::iNGD0MS-

\ V i eCOn<l oomins: t,loy sa<Monly expected. One party JwShUli
tithes and a hireling priesthood; another inveighed tgJLlt-J 
and its Pro,'essor3- The royalists, consisting of the nobles 

^—Ljwd more considerable gentry, were inflamed with the highest resent­
ment and indignation against those ignoble adversaries wile had 
reduced them to subjection. The presbyterians, whose credit at first 
supported the arms of the parliament, were enraged to find that, by 
the treachery or superior cunning of their associates, the fruits of nil 
their successful labours wore lavished from them. The young king, 
poor and neglected, living sometimes in Holland, sometimes in 

lance, sometimes in Jersey, comforted himself amidst his present 
distresses with the hopes of better fortune.

The only solid support of tho republican independent faction 
was an army of nearly 50,000 men. But this army, formidable 
from its discipline and courage, as well as its numbers, was actuated 
by a spirit that rendered it dangerous to the assembly which had 
assumed the command over it. Cromwell alone was able to guide 
and direct all these unsettled humours. But though he retained for 
a time all orders of men under a seeming obedience to the parlia­
ment, ho was secretly paving the way to his own unlimited au­
thority.

The parliament began gradually to assume more the air of a legal 
jxnver. They admitted a few of the excluded and absent mvnil.x-is, 
ut on condition t w they should sign an approbation of whatever 

nad been done in their absence with regard to the king's trial. They 
issued some writs for new elections, in places where they hoped to 
have interest enough to bring in their own friends and dependents. 
They named an executive council of state, 38 in number; and as 
soon as they should have settleu the nation, they professed their 
intention ot restoring the power to the people, from whom they ac­
knowledged they had entirely derived it.

The situation alone of Scotland and Ireland gave any immediate 
disquietude to the new mpublto. After the successive defeats of 
Montrose and Hamilton, and tho ruin of their parties, the whole 
authority in Scotland fell into the hands of Argyle and the rigid 
churchmen. Though invited by the English parliament to model 
their government into a republican form, they resolved still to adhere 
to monarchy, which, by the ex; -ss terms of their covenant the-,- 
had engaged to defend. After the execution, therefore, of the ki.,' 
they immediately proclaimed his son and successor Charles II. (]•'< b'
5); but upon condition of his strict observance of the covenant > 
The affairs of Ireland demanded more immediate attention. dVhiu* 
Charles I. was a prisoner among the Scots, he sent orders to Ormond 
if lie could not defend himself, rather to submit to the English than 
the Irish rebels; and accordingly, the lord-lieutenant, being reduced
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I* UoJptaenMiies, delivered up Dublin, Drogheda Dundalk, and I
V ,V ® y ,V c o lo n e l  Jones, who took possession of them in the mupef £ j  

parliament. Ormond himself went over to England! 
ahtDaffer some time joined the queen and tho prince of A\ ales in 
France. Meanwhile the Irish catholics, disgusted with the indis­
cretion and insolence of Itinuecini, the papal nuncio, and dreading 
the power of the English parliament, saw no resource or safety bid 
in giving support to the declining authority of the king. The carl 
of Clanricarde secretly formed a combination among tho catholics ; 
he attacked the nuncio, whom ho chased out of the island ; and he 
sent to Paris a deputation, inviting the lord-lieutenant to return and 
take possession of kis government.

Ormond, on his arrival in Ireland, had at first to contend with 
many difficulties.' But in the distractions which attended the final 
struggle in England, the republican faction totally neglected Ireland, 
and allowed Jones, and the forces in Dublin, to remain in the 
utmost weakness and necessity. The lord-lieutenant, having at last 
assembled an army of 16,000 men, advanced upon the parliamentary 
garrisons. Dundalk, Drogheda, and several other towns surrendered 
or were taken. Dublin was tlireatened with a siege ; and the afiairs 
of the lieutenant appeared in so prosperous a condition, that the 
young king entertained thoughts of coming in person into Ireland.

When the English commonwealth was brought to some tolerable 
settlement, men began to cast their eyes towards the neighbouring 
Island. After the execution of the king, Cromwell himself began to 
aspire to a command where so much glory, he saw, might he won, 
and so much authority acquired ; aud he was appointed by the par­
liament lord-lieutenant and general of Ireland.

§ 2. The new lieutenant immediately applied liimsolf, with his 
wonted vHlance, to make preparations for his expedition. He sent 
a reinforcement of 4000 men. to colonel Jones, who unexpectedly 
attack #  Ormond near Dublin ; chased his army off the field ; seised 
nil their tents baggage, ammunition; and returned,victorious to
Dublin, after killing 1000 men, and taking above 2000 priw>n<-r»
(Aug. 2). This loss, which threw some blemish on tho militn1') 
character of Ormond, was irreparable to the royal cause. Cromwell 
soon after arrived with fresh forces in Dublin, where ho was 
welcomed with shouts and lejoicmgs (Aug. lb). Ho hastened t< 
Drogheda, which, though w ell forLified, was taken by assault,
( 'vomwell himself, along with Ireton, leading on his mat. A erne 
slaughter teas made of tho garrison, orders having been issued to 
give no quarter (Sep. 12). Cromwell pretended to retaliate, Pi 
this uovtTB execution, the cruelty of t! - Irish massacre : but he we  ̂
knew that almost the whole garrison was English ; and his j ,,s 
was r.nly a barbarous policy, in order to terrify all otbe; gan,snl-
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I Horn  taistanoe. K.s policy, however, had the desired effoA^Jl'*- 
' • V f£“2Vd/was taken, am the same severity exercised as at HrofmjJa. , 
'AjJj^BV^/tow'n before which Cromwell presented himself now’S^necT' 

without resistance. Next spring, having received a rein­
forcement from England, he made himself master of Kilkenny and 
Clontnel, the only places where lie met with any vigorous resistance. 
Ormond soon after left the island, and delegated his authority to 
Clanricardo, whofouud affairs so desperate as to admit of no remedy. 
The Irish wero glad to embrace banishment as a refuge. Above
10,000 men passed into foreign service; and Cromwell, well pleased 
to free the island from enemies who never could ho cordially recon­
ciled to the English, gave them full liberty and leisure for their 
embarkation.

§ 31 While Cromwell proceeded with such uninterrupted success 
in Ireland, which in the space of nine montlis he had almost entirely 
subdued, fortune was preparing for him a new sceno of victory and 
triumph in Scotland. Charles, by the ad vice of his friends, who 
thought it ridiculous to refuse a kingdom merely from regard to 
episcopacy, had been induced to accept the crown of Scotland on the 
terms offered by the commissioners of the covenanters. But what 
chiefly determined him to comply, was the account brought him or 
the fate of Montrose, which blasted all his hop'* of recovering his 
inheritance by forcep That gallant but unfortunate nob', 
ing received some assistance from a few of the northern powem, had 
landed in the Orkneys with about 500 men, most of them Germans. 
Ho armed several of the inhabitants of the Orkneys, and carried 
them over with him to Caithness; but was disappointed in liis hopes 
that affection to the king’s service, and the fame of his forma 
exploits, vvouldmake the Highlanders flock to his standard. Strahan, 
one of the generals of the covenanters, fell unexpectedly on Mont­
rose, who had no horse to bring him intelligence. Tho royalisis 
were put to flight, all of them either killed or taken prisoners, end 
Montrose himself, having put on the disguise of a peasant, vas per­
fidiously delivered into tlie hands of his enemies by a friend to

i*  whom ho had intrusted Ills poison. In  lids disguise he was carried to
Edinburgh, amid the insults of Ilia enemies ; when be was tried and 
condemned by the parliament, and hanged with every circumstance 
of ignominy and cruelty (May 21, 1050).

The kirg, after Die defeat of Montrose, assured the. Scotch parlia­
ment that lie had forbidden his enterprise, though there can bo no 
doubt tha> ho had sauctmuc-i it. He then set nail for Scotland, but 
before he was permitted to laud he was required to sign tho cove­
nant! ttI1d many sermons and lectures were rami him, exhorting 
him to persevere in that holy confederacy. lie soon found that ho 
Win. consider 'd as a more pageant of state, and that the few remains
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which ho possessed served only to draw on him^^tsl 
ignities. He was constrained by the • tovenanters to *

)n wherein he desired to bo deeply humbled and afflicted 
in spirit, Because of his father’s opposing the covenant and shedding 
the blood of God’s people throughout his dominions ; lamented the 
idolatry of his mother, and tho toleration of it in his father’s house; 
and professed that he would have no enemies but the enemies of the 
covenant. Still the covenanters and the clergy were diffident of l'ifl 
sincerity; and he found his authority entirely annihilated, as well 
as liis character degraded. He was consulted in no public measure; 
and his favour was sufficient to discredit any pretender to office or 
advancement.

As soon as the English parliament found that the treaty between 
the king and the Scots would probably terminate in an accommoda­
tion, they made preparations for a war, which, they saw, would in 
tho end prove inevitable. Cromwell, having broken tlie force and 
courage of the Irish, was sent for; and he left the command of 
Ireland to Ircton. It was expected that Fairfax, who still retained 
the name of general, would continue to act against Scotland. But 
he entertained insurmountable scruples against invading the Scots, 
whom he considered as united to England by the sacred hands of the 
covenant; and he accordingly resigned his commission, which was 
bestowed on Cromwell, who ivas declared captain-general of all the 
forces in England. Cromwell crossed the Tweed on July 16, and 
entered Scotland with an army of 16,000 men. Lesley, the Scotch 
general, entrenched himself in a fortified camp between Edinburgh 
and Leith, and took care to removo everything from the country 
which could serve for the subsistence of the English army. Crom­
well, having advanced to the Scott ish camp, and vainly endeavoured 
to bring Lesley to a battle, began to be in want of provisions, which 
reached him only by sea. He therefore retired to Dunbar. Lesley 
followed him, and he encamped on Down hill, which overlooked 
that town. There lay many difficult passes between Dunbar and 
Berwick, and of these Lesley had taken possession. The English 
general was reduced to extremities. Ho had even embraced a resolu­
tion of sending by st . ail his foot and artillery to England, and of 
1> ‘akiug through, at all hazards, with his cavalry. The madness of 
the Scottish ecclesiastics saved ..ire from this loss and dishonour. 
Night and day the ministers had been wrestling with the Lord in 
prayer, as thy termed it; and they fancied that the sectarian and 
heretical army, to. 1 r with Agag, meaning Cromwell, was de­
livered into their bands. Upon the faith of these visions, they 
forced their general, in spite of his remonstrances, to descend into 
tho plain, with a view of attacking the English in their retreat. 
Cromwell looking through a glass, saw the enemy’s camp in motion ;



( I  ( ImP- ’Wield, withvut tlio help of revelations, that the if i^ jh l l  
,. V g ^ ivgi'ett thotn into his hands. He gave orders immcdiatcly^i ai

(§ept. 3). The Soots, though double in number to thMfu^-^ 
lkfe v̂vcre soon put to flight, and pursued with great slaughter. Ko 
victory could bo more complete. About 3000 of the enemy wore 
slain, and 9000 taken prisoners. Cromwell pursued his advantage, 
and took possession of Edinburgh and Leith. The remnant of the 
Scottish army fled to Stirling. The approach of the winter season, 
and an ague which seized Cromwell, kept him from pushing the 
victory any further.

§ 4. The defeat of the Scots was regarded by the king as a for­
tunate event, as tbe vanquished were now obliged to give him more 
authority, and apply to him for support. He was crowned at Scone 
Jan. 1 ,1051, with great pomp and solemnity. But amidst all this 
appearance of respect, Charles remained in tiro hands of the most 
rigid covenanters, and was little better than a prisoner. As soon as 
the season would permit, tho Scottish army was assembled under 
Hamilton and Lesley ; and the king was allowed to join the camp 
before Stirling. Cromwell, having failed to bring tire Scottish 
generals to an engagement, crossed tbe firth, and took Perth, the 
scat of government.

‘Charles now embraced a resolution worthy of a young prince con­
tending for empire. Having the way open, he resolved immediately 
to march into England, and persuaded most of tlic generals to enter 
into the same views. But Argyle obtained permission to retire to bis 
own home. The army, to the number of 11,000 men, rose from their 
Camp, and advanced by great journeys towards tbe south. Cromv.n 11 
was surpris'd at Ibis movement of tho royal army ; but he quickly 
repaired bis oversight by bis vigilance and activity, and, leaving 
Monk with 7000 men to complete the reduction of Scotland, he 
followed the lung with all the expedition possible.

Charles found himself disappointed in his expectations of merer. - 
ing Ids army. The Scots, terrified at tho prospect of so hazardous 
an enterprise, fell off in great numbers. The English preshyterians 
and royalists, having no warning given them of the king's approach, 
Were not prepared to join him. When ho arrived at Worcester lie 
found that his forces, extremely harassed by a hasty aud fatig ling 
march, were not more numerous than wl.eu be rose from liis c. nip 
at Stirling. W 'It an army "f about 30,000 men, Cromwell fell 
upon Worcester, and, attacking it on all sides, after a desperate resist­
ance of four or five hours, broke in. upon the disordered royalists 
(Sep. 3). Tho streets of the city were strewed with. dead. The 
whole Scottish army was either killed or taken prisoners. Vue 
country people, inflamed with national antipathy, put to denO. 
few that escaped from the field of batlle.
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I f JK km  g left Worcester at six o’clock in the a' temoon, and, ryjk  I
\• .WgplMg-,/travelled about 26 miles, in compary with CO or 6t̂ oT| £ j  

To provide for his safety, he thought it best to separate 
iiHtisSff^n’Oiii liis companions; and he left them without com­
municating his intentions to any of them. By the earl of Derby’s 
directions, he went to Boscobel, a lone house, in the borders of Staf­
fordshire, inhabited by one Penderell, a fanner. To tbis man 
Charles intmsted himself. The man bad dignity of sentiments nrneb 
above his condition ; and though death was denounced against all 
who concealed the king, and a great reward promised to any one who 
should betray him, he professed a id maintained unshaken fidelity.*
He took the assistance of bis four brothers, equally honourable with 
himself; and having clothed the king in a garb like their own, they 
led him into the neighbouring wood, put a hill into his hand, and 
pretended to employ themselves in cutting faggots. Some nights he 
lay upon straw in tho house, and fed on such homely fare as it 
afford d. For a better concealment, ho mounted upon an oak, where 
he sheltered himself among the leaves and branches for twenty-four 
hours. He saw several soldiers pass by. All of them were intent 
in search of tho king; and some expressed, in his hearing, their 
earnest wishes of seizing him. This tree was afterwards denominated 
ihe Jtnyal Oak, and for many years was regarded by the neighbour­
hood with great veneration. Charles passed through many other 
adventures, assumed different disguises, in every step was exposed 
to imminent perils, and received daily proofs of nncorrnpted fidelity 
and attachment. The sagacity of a smith, who remarked that his 
horse’s shoes had been made in tho north, not in the west, as he 
pretended, once detected him, and he narrowly escaped. At Shore- 
ham, in Sussex, a vessel was at last found, in which he embarked, 
and after 41 days’ cone-, atment he arrived safely at Fecamp in 
Normandy (Oct. 17). No fewer than 40 men and women had, ai 
different times, been privy to his concealment and escape.

§ ai Notwithstanding the late wars and bloodshed, and the present 
factioiis, the power of England had never, in any period, appeured so 
formidabh- to the neighbouring kingdoms as it did at this time, in 
tho hands of the commonwealth. The power of peace and war was 
lodged in the same hands with tho power of imposing taxes; a nu­
merous and well-disciplined army was on foot; and excellent officers 
were formed in every branch of service. The confusion into which 
all things had been thrown had given opportunity to men of low 
stations to break through their obscurity, and to raise themselves by 
their courage to commands which they were well qualified to exercise, 
hut to which their birth could never have entitled them.W Blake, a 

• Two of tiro dear eruian* of this family stiU receive pen, ions for their 
services on this occasion.
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( * ( jpun of Sireaf r ,ur.i e and a generous disposition, who had \ l y l
Taunton with unshaken obstinacy against ti:o latipM  J 

v' %v e an admiral; and though he had hitherto been accustomed 
^"'ordyto land-service, into which too he had not entered till past fifty 

years of age, he soon raised the naval glory of the nation to a greater 
height than it had ever attained in any former period. A fleet was 
put under his command, with which he chased into the lagus 
prince Rupert, to whom the ldng had intrusted that squadron which 
had deserted to him. Tho king of Portugal having refused Blako 
admittance, and aided prince Rupert in making his cscajie, tho 
English admiral made prize of twenty Portuguese ships richly laden ; 
and he threatened still further vengeance. The king of Portugal, 
dreading so dangerous a foe to his newly acquired dominion, made 
all possible submission to the haughty republic, and was at last 
admitted to negociate the renewal of his alliance with England.

All the settlements in America, except New England, which had 
keen planted entirely by the puritans, adhered to the royal party, 
even after the settlement of the republic, but were soon subdued. 
With equal ease were Jersey, Guernsey, Scilly, and the Isle ot Man, 
brought under subjection to the republic; and tho son, which had 
been much infested by privateers from theso islands, was rendered 
safe to the English commerce. The countess of Derby defended tho 
Isle of Man, and with great reluctance yielded to the necessity of 
surrendering to the enemy. Ireton, the new deputy of Ireland, at 
the head of an army 30,000 strong, prosecuted the work of 
subduing tho revolted Irish; and ho defeated them in many 
rencounters, which, though of themselves of no great moment, 
proved fatal to their declining cause, lie died of the plague at 
americk, after he had captured that town by a vigorous siege. 

The command of the army iu Ireland devolved on lnunnajit- 
tteneral Ludlow. The civil government of tho island was intrusted 
to commissioners.

The successes winch attended Monk in Scotland were no less 
decisive. After taking Stirling castle (whence the national records 
nd regalia were conveyed to Loudon), and gaining other advan- 

be carried Dundee by assault; ami loilotviug the c v  pie 
and instructions of Cromwell, put all the inhabitants to the sword,
>n order to strike a general terror into the kingdom. Warned by 
this example, Aberdeen, St. Andrews, Inverness, and other towns 
and forts, yielded, of their own accord, to the enemy. Argyle made 
bis submissions to the English commonwealth; and Scotland, 
whioh had hitherto, by means of its situation, poverty, and valour, 
maintained its independence, was reduced to total subjection. The 
English parliament sent sir Harry Vane, St, John, and other com­
missioners, to settle that kingdom.

settlement of the commonwealth, f  ^



| tf® . By the total reduction and pacification of the A fe j i  I  
V d^^iion.%/tbe parliament had leisure to look, Thread, and to ^ e l  I  ,

X ^^SF^km r in foreign enterprises. The Dutch were the first that *  
N'vut3l£l$fcweight of their arms. After the death (in 1650) of ‘Wil­

liam, prince of Orange, who had married an English princess, and 
whose policy had been favourable to the royal cause, the parlia­
ment thought that the time had aiTived for cementing a closer 
confederacy with the Dutch republican party, which had now 
gained the ascendant. St. John, chief justice, who was sent over to 
the Hague, had entertained the idea of forming a kind ot coalition 
between the two republics; but the States offered only to renew the 
former alliances with England. And the haughty St. John, dis­
gusted with this disappointment, as well as incensed at many 
affronts which had been offered him with impunity by the retainers 
of the palatine and Orange families, and indeed by the populace in 
general, returned into England, and, by bis influence over Cromwell, 
determined the parliament to change the purposed alliance into a 
furious war against the United Provinces. To cover these hostile 
intentions the parliament embraced such measures as they knew 
would give disgust to the States. They framed the famous act of 
navigation, which prohibited all nations from importing into Eng­
land in their bottoms any commodity which was not the growth 
and manufacture of their own country. By this law the Dutch 
were principally affected, because they subsisted chiefly by being 
the general carriers and factors of Europe. Letters of reprisal were 
granted to several merchants, who complained of injuries, and 
above SO Dutch ships were made prizes. Tromp, an admiral of 
great renown, with a fleet of 42 sail, being forced by stress of 
weather, as he alleged, to take shelter in the road of Dover, there 
met with Blake, who commanded an English fleet much inferior 
number. Who was the aggressor in the action which ensued 
between these two admirals, both of them men of such prompt and 
fiery dispositions, it is not easy to determine. Blake, though his 
squadron consisted only of 15 vessels, reinforced, after the battle 
began, by 8 under Captain Bourne, maintained the fight with 
bravery for five hours, and sunk one ship of the enemy, .and took 
another (May 19, 1652). Night parted the combatants, and tbo 
Dutch fleet retired towards the coast of Holland. The Dutch dc- 
•

perious parliament would hearken to no explanations or remon­
strances. They demanded that, without any further delay or 
inquiry, reparation should be made for all the damages which the 
English had sustained. And when this demand was not complied 
with, thev despatched orders for commencing war against the 
Unit l July 8). Several naval an v°d*
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* ( Ayscue, ‘hough he commanded only 40 ships, eraiWcl
\ i>V®g«Mwpouth, famous De lluytcr, who had under l f l inE A  J

\^®Sp^rfiwar, with 30 merchantmen (Aug. 16). Night parted them 
greatest heat of the action. De Ituytcr next day sailed oil 

with his convoy. The English fleet had been so shattered in the 
hght, that it was not able to pursue. Near the coast of Kent, 
Blake, seconded by Bourne and Penn, met a Dutch squadron nearly 
equal in numbers, commanded by lie Witt and De Ituytcr (Sept.

A battle was fought much to the disadvantage of the Dutch, 
fheir rear-admiral was boarded and taken. Two other vessels 
Were sunk, and one blown up. The Dutch next day made sail 
towards Holland. On Nov. 28, Tromp, seconded by De Buyter, 
met, near the Goodwins, with Blake, whose fleet was inferior to the 
hutch, but who resolved not to decline the combat. In this actimi 
• ^itch bad the advantage, and Blake himself was wounded, 
her this victory', Tromp, in a bravado, fixed a broom io bis main­

mast, as if he were ri. solved to sweep the sea entirely of all English 
vessels.

Great preparations were made in England in order to wipe off 
ns disgrace. A gallant fleet of 80 sail was fitted out. Blake 

commanded, and under him Monk, who had been sent for from 
Scotland. When the English lay off Portland (Feb. 18, 1G53),
“ cy descried, near break of day, a Dutch fleet of 76 vessels sailing 
lP t channel, along with a convoy of 300 merchantmen. Tromp,
‘ l under him De Ituytcr, commanded the Dutch. This battle was 

most furious that had yet been fought between these warlike 
n't' r*Vâ  naG°uw Threo days was the combat continued with tbo 

"ms. rage and obstinacy; and Blake, who was victor, gained not 
'ore honour than Tromp, who was vanquished. The Dutch 

t ( nnral made a skilful retreat, and saved all the merchant-ships 
c-cepi 30. lie lost, however, 11 sliips of war, bad 200i ■ men blaiu,
6jl! uoar 1500 taken prisoners. The English, though many of their 
^‘T"1 were extremely shattered, had hut ono sunk. Their slain 

or° "of much inferior in number to those of the enemy. - 
» Meanwhile a domestic revolution was preparing. ^Cromwell 

f !*w ̂ hat the parliament entertained a jealousy of his power and 
ambitiju, and were resolved to bring him to a subordination under 
jheir authority. Without scruplo or delay he resolved to prevent 
1 ’em. Ho summoned a general cou?;cil of officers, in which it wa ■ 
presently voted to frame a remonstrance to the parliament \ i ’ 
complaining of the arrears due to the army, they desired the - vlh* 
jheut to reflect how many years they had sat, aud that it was now 
Ml tune for them to give place to others. They theiefore d. jV(. i 
‘nem to summon a new parliament, and establish that free nn.i 
‘mnl government which they liad so long promised to the people

THE PARLIAMENT EXPELLED. f lk '}



I H ue |>.f jiament took this remonstrance in ill - art, and 
\ • \  CsP-ipfi <msued. At last, Cromwell being informed that thirvl;Il /
\iw.' eomVto a resolution not to dissolve themselves, but to fill up the 
^^iHgase by new elections, immediately hastened to the House, and 

carried a body of 300 soldiers along with him. Some of them 
he placed at the door, some in the lobby, some on the stairs. He 
first addressed himself to his friend St. Joint, and told him that 
he bad come with a purpose of doing what grieved him to the very 
soul, and what he bad earnestly with tears besought the Lord not 
to impose upon him ; but there was a necessity, in order to the 
8f°ry ° f  God and good of the nation. He then sat down for some 
time, and heard the debate. He beckoned Harrison, and told 
him that he now judged the parliament ripe for a dissolution. 
“ .Sir,” said Harrison, “ the work is very great and dangerous; 1 
desire you seriously to consider, before you engage in it j ’ “ You 
say well,” replied the general; and thereupon sat still about a 
quarter of an lidur. When the question was ready to be put he 
said again to Harrison, “  This is the time: I  must do it.” And 
euddcnly starting up, he loaded the parliament with the vilest 
reproaches, for their tyranny, ambition, oppression, and rubbery of 
the public. Then stamping with his foot, which was a signal for 
thu soldiers to enter, “  1 or shame,” said he to the parliament, “  get 
you gone; give place to honester men; to those who will more 
t. i tit fully discharge their trust. You are no longer a parliament:
I t 11 you, you are no longer a parliament. The Lord has done 
with you: he lias chosen other instruments for carrying on liis 
work.” )  Sir Harry Yane exclaiming against this proceeding, he 
cri' -1 with a loud voice, “  0 sir Harry Yane, sir Harry Yane ! Tho 
Lord deliver me from sir Hairy Vane ! ” Taking hold of Martin by 
ihe cloak, “  Thou art a wliorcmaster,”  said he. To another, “  Thou 
a.I an adulterer.” To a third, “  Thou art a drunkard and a glut­
ton “  and thou an extortioner,” to a fourth. He commanded a 
soldier to seize the mace. “ What shall we do with this bauble? 
Her.', take it. away. It is yon,” said he, addressing himself to tin1 
ffume, “ that have forced me upon this, i  have sought the Lord 
night and day, that lie would rather slay me than put me upon this 
"ora.” Having commanded the soldiers to clear the hall, he hiw 
rel( went out the last, and, ordering the doors to be locked, departed 
tu iiia lodgings in Whitehall (April 20, 1053).
'T ie; indignation entertained by the people against such a manifi*1 
rs'ir|iation was not so violent as might naturally be expected- 
ongratulatury addresses, the first of the kind, were made to Crotn- 

wed by the fleet, by the army, even by many of the chief corpora­
tions ..ad counties ot England; but especially by tho several oral- 
greg lions of saints dispersed throughout tho kingdom.

' G0l̂ N\
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mwell litSvever, thought it requisite to estabhshk^T 
h might b< ir the face of a commonwealth ; and wTW»fl 
eremony, hy the advice of his council of officers, hoS^»#—< 
i to 128 persons of different towns and counties of Eng­

land, to 5 of Scotland, to 6 of Ireland. He pretended, by ins sole 
act and deed, to devolve upon these the whole authority of the state 
This legislative power they were to exercise during lo months, anc 
they were afterwards to choose the same number of persons who 
might succeed them in that high and impirtant office. In this 
asscmblv, which voted themselves a parliament (July -1), " 'cre 
many poisons of the rank of gentlemen ; hut the greater part were 
fifth’monarchy men, anabaptists, and independents. They began 
with seeking Ood hy prayer. They contemplated some extraor­
dinary schemes of legislation, but had not leisure to finish any, 
except that which established the legal solemnization of marriage 
by the civil magistrate alone. Among the fanatics ol the House 
there was an active member, much noted for his long prayer̂ , 
sermons, and harangues. He was a leather-seller in London : liis 
name, Praise-God Barabone. This ridiculous name struck in­
fancy of the people, and they commonly affixed to this assembly 
the api. llation of Barelxme’s parliament. Another name for it was 
“  the little pirliament."’

Cromwell, finding this assembly not so obsequious as he ex­
pected, resolved to bring it to a close. Accordingly, on Dec. lo, 
Sydenham, an independent, suddenly proposed that the parliament 
should, hy a formal deed or assignment, resign its power into the 
hands of Cromwell. Rouse, the speaker, who was one of Syden- 
lam’s party, forthwith left the chair, followed by several members, 
nd the few who remained in tlio house were ejected by Colonel 
•Vlute, with a party of soldiers. Cromwell at first refused the 
lifer; hut the resignation of their powers being signed by the 
najority of the House, he accepted the trust, and a deed was 
drawn up, called the I n s t r u m e n t  o f  G o v e r n m e n t ,  which iccoived 
the approval of the council of officers. By this instrument Crom­
well received the title of “ His Highness the Lord 1 rotector and 
a council was appointed of not more than 21, nor less than 18 
persons who wore to enjoy their office during life or good behaviour. 
The protector was bound to summon a parliament every tlireo years, 
and allow them to sit five months, without adjournment, proroga­
tion, or dissolution. The hills which they passed were to he pre­
sented to the protector for his assent; hut i! within twenty days 
it were imt obtained, they were to become laws hy the authority 
alone of parliament. A  standing army for Great Britain and Ire­
land was established, of 20,000 foot and 10,000 horse ; and fun la 
were assigned for their supi«rt. The protector was to enjoy his

CROMWELL PROTECTOR.



f I ( 111^ w1]!yS ^ e> and 011 his death the place wae immediate!vC I  
\ • V g|gili(?d. ljY the council. I  .

spite of the distracted scenes which the civil government 
in England, the military force was exerted with vigour 

conduct and unanimity: and never did the kingdom appear more 
iorinidable to all ioreign nations. The English fleet gained 
several victories over the Dutch, in the last of which, Van Tromp 
while gallantly animating Ids men, was shot through the heart with 
a musket hall (July 31, 1053). Monk and Penn commanded in

■A .  ■ :
/fcsxmtm i.ssAyiNd%\,W  yTErvMPM \\ M S w  (Q )

dfmC® in 016 actlon with the Dutch, July 31, 1653. Obv., a nnvsl
uvea m v tr 'ie s a  *?.'**”  “ “ '•}<* m s i '™ >  *  ~ n n .ro  n a n S  e-rout*,,* 

ra 1 '  I6j3- ,!cv- : »rms of the three kingdoms suspended on an anchor.

this engagement, Blake being ill on shore. The States, over­
whelmed with the expense of the war, terrified by their losses, and 
mortified by their defeats, were extremely desirous of an accommo­
dation with an enemy whom they found, by experience, too power­
ful̂  for them : and a peace was at last signed by Cromwell (April 5,
I'w4;. A defensive league was made between the two republics : 
the honour of the flag was yielded to the English.

§ 10. The new parliament, summoned by the protector, met on 
Sept. 4, 1G54. The elections had been conducted agreeably to the 
instrument of government, in a method favourable to liberty. All 
the small boroughs, places the most exposed to influence and cor­
ruption, had been deprived of the franchise. Of 400 members, 
which represented England, 270 were chosen by the counties. The 
rest. Were elected by London and the more considerable corporations.
Tin: lower populace too, so easily guided or deceived, were excluded 
from the elections. An estate ,,f 2001. value was necessary to 
entitle any one to a vote. Thirty members were returned from 
Scotland ; as many from li e land,
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I * ( J|f|Ah'o]#w'ell soon found that he did not porxess tlic cont^jyAlt 
* /paraiament. 1 aving heard the protectors spieech, thre^uy y  J

having chosen Lcnthai for their speaker, they irumcaT-
.i- nlety entered into a discussion of the pretended instrument of

government, and of that authority which Cromwell, by the title of 
protector, had assumed over the nation. The greatest liberty was 
used in arraigning this new dignity ; and even the personal charac­
ter and conduct of Cromwell escaped not without censure. The 
protector, surprised and enraged at this refractory spirit, sent for 
them to tho painted chamber, with au air of great authority 
inveighed against their conduct, and told them that nothing could 
oe more absurd than for them to dispute his title, since the same 
’-Ustrument of government which made them a parliament had 
invested him with the protectorship. Tie forbade them to dis­
pute the fundamentals of the new constitution, among which the 
chief was the government of tho nation by a single person and a par­
liament ; he obliged the members to sign an engagement not to 
propose or consent to any alteration; and he placed guards at the 
door of the House, who allowed none but subscribers to enter. Most 
°f the members, after some hesitation, submitted to this condition, 
but retained the same refractory spirit which they had discovered 
in their first debates. Cromwell, therefore, dismissed them in a 
tedious, confused, and angTy harangue, on January 31, 1055.

The discontent discovered by this parliament encouraged the 
royalists to attempt an insurrection, which, however, was soon put 
down, and served only to strengthen Cromwell's government. He 
issued an edict, with the consent of his council, for exacting the 
tenth penny from the royalists, in order, as he pretended, to mate 
them pay the expenses to which their mutinous disposition con­
tinually exposed the public. To raise this imposition, whioh com­
monly passed by the name of decimation, the protector instituted 11 
'najor-generals, and divided the whole kingdom of bngland into 
many military' jurisdictions. These men, assisted by commission­
ers, had power to subject whom they pleased to diennalion, t , levy 
all the taxes imposed by the protector and his council, and to impri­
son any jierson who should be exposed to their jealousy or suspicion : 
nor wan there any appeal from them but to tho protector himst-lf 
and his council. In short, they acted as if absolute masters of the 
property and person ol every subject.

Meanwhile the resentment displayed by the English parliair ent 
at the protection afforded by Franco to Charles, induced that court 
to change its measures. Anno of Austria had become repent of 
France, in tho minority of her son Louis XIV., and cardinal 
Mazarin had succeeded liichelieu in the ministry. Charles war 
treated by them with such affected indifference, that he thought

' G°k^X
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I ( ij|||Wo iccent to withdraw, and prerent the indignity olyVjCgl 
\*A sHged'Wleave the kingdom. Ho went firs, to Spa, tiienc^~y £  j  
'v-., r̂e:irei| do Cologne, where ho lived two years on a small pension 

by the court of France, and on some contributions sent 
him by his friends in England.

The French ministry deemed it still more necessary to pay defer­
ence to the protector when be assumed the reins of government. 
They were now at war with Spain, and wished to defeat the in­
ti igues of that court, which, being reduced to greater distress than 
the French monarchy, had been still more forward in their ad­
vances to the prosperous parliament and protector. Cromwell re­
solved for several reasons to unite his arms to those of France. The 
extensive empire and yet extreme weakness of Spain in tiro West 
Indies, the vigorous courage and great naval power of England, made 
him hope that ho might, by some gainful conquest, render for ever 
illustrious that dominion which he had assumed over his country. 
Should he fail of these durable acquisitions, the Indian treasures, 
which must every year cross the ocean to reach Spain, were, lie 
thought, a sure prey to the English navy, and would support his 
military force, without his laying new burthens on the discontented 
people. These motives of policy were probably seconded by his re­
ligious principles ; and as the Spaniards were more bigoted papists 
than the French, and had refused to mitigate on Cromwell’s solici­
tation tlio rigours of the inquisition, he hoped that a holy and 
meritorious war with such idolaters could not tail of protection from 
Heaven.

§ 11. Actuated by these motives, the protector equipped two 
considerable squadrons, one of which, consisting of 30 capital ships, 
was sent into the Mediterranean under Blake, whose fame was now 
spread over Europe. Blake sailed to Algiers, and compelled the 
dey to restrain liis piratical subjects from further violences on tho 
English. He then presented himsi If before Tunis, where, incensed 
by the insolence of the dey, he destroyed tho castles of Porto Farino 
and Goletta, sent a numerous detachment of sailors in their long­
boat* into tho harbour, and burned every ship which lay there.
This bold action filled all that part of the world with the renown of 
English valour.

The other squadron was not equally successful. It was com­
ma, l-.l by Penn, and carried on hoard 4000 men, under the com­
mand of Venables. An attack upon St. Domingo was repulsed 
with was and disgrace ; but Jamaica surrendered to them without 
a blow. Bonn and Venables returned to England, and were both 
of them sent to tho Tower by the protector, who, though commonly 
master of his fiery temper, was thrown into a violent passion at tins 
disappointment. He had, however," made a conquest of greater



I* l jpywrtfiHoe than he was himself at that time aware oV j^ 'J  
V ^ x ^ ^ M w w w  ever sin. 2 remained in the hands of the English. |[_J 1  J 

(Vsbooii as the ne.vs of this expedition, which was an unwar- 
^~*WlU)le violation of treaty, arrived in Europe, the Spaniards 

declared war against England, and seized all the ships and goods of 
English merchants of which they could mako themselves masters. 
Blake, to whom Montague was now joined in command, prepared 
himself for hostilities against the Spaniards, and lay some time off 
-ndiz in expectation of intercepting the treasure-fleet, but was at 
last obliged, for want of water, to make sail towards Portugal, 
tap tain Stayncr, however, whom lie had left on the coast with a 
squadron of 7 vessels, took two ships valued at nearly two millions 
o fPieccs of eight (Sept. 1656).

J he next action against the Spaniards was more honourable, 
lough less profitable, to the nation. Blake pursued a Spanish fleet 

“ Ifi ships to the Canaries, where he found them in the bay of 
1 anta Cruz, defended by a strong castle and 7 forts. Blake was 
ather animated than daunted with this appearance. The wind 

• iconded his courage, and, blowing full into the bay, in a moment 
'ought him among the thickest of his enemies. After a resist- 

a“Cu °f four hours, the Spaniards yielded to English valour, and 
andonod their ships, which were set on fire, and consumed with 

a their treasure. The wind, suddenly shifting, carried the English 
out of the bay, where they left the Spaniards in astonishment at the 
1:lPPy temerity of their audacious visitors (April 20, 1657). This 
'•'s tlie last and greatest action of the gallant Blake. He was con­
tained with a dropsy and scurvy, and hastened home, that lie might 
'  up his breath in his native country, hut expired within sight 

land. Never man, so zealous for a faction, was so much respected 
,lad esteemed even by the opposite parties. lie was by principle 

inflexible republican; and the late usurpations, amidst all the 
'"nst and caresses which he received from the ruling powers, wero 

thought to be very little grateful to him. “  It is still our duty,” he 
S;ud to the seamen, “ to fight for our country, into what hands 
soever tec government might fall.” The protector ordered him a 
pompous funeral at tho public charge : hut the tears of 1 is country­
men wero the most honourable pane eyrie oil his memory.

§ 12. Tho conduct of the protector iu foreign affairs was full of 
vigour and enterprise, ami drew a consideration to his country 
which, since the r ign of Elizabeth, it seemed to havo totally lost’ 
ft was bis boast that he would render the name of an Englishman 
as much feared and revered as ever was that of a Homan; and as 
nia countrymen found some reality in those pretensions, their 
national vanity, being gratified, made them bear with more patience 
“It tiie indignities and calamities under which they laboured. And

CR0MWELL’S ™OROUS government. / T l f ,



( l  f Jan* zeal which animated the prcsbytcrians an(\ % ^ 'T
\v\ ^ ^ e j£ ’ )fras highly gratified by the haughty manner in wliidpyt^ j  

so successfully supported the Vaudois, or persccuteajfro- 
^^teslabfs of Savoy, against whom the duke had commenced a furious

persecution.
The general behaviour and deportment of Cromwell, who had 

been raised from a p riv a te  station, and who huu passed most of Lia 
youth in the country, was such as might befit the greatest monarch.
He maintained a dignity without either ail'ectation or ostentation ; 
and supported with all strangers that high idea with which his great 
exploits and prodigious fortune had impressed them. Among hir 
ancient friends he could relax himself; and by trifling and amuse­
ment, jesting and making verses, he feared not exposing himself to 
their most familiar approaches. Great regularity however, and even 
austoritv of manners, were always maintained in his court; and he 
was careful never by any liberties to give offence to the most rigid 
of the godly. Some state was upheld, hut with little expense, and 
without any splendour. The nobility, though courted by him, 
kept at a distance, and disdained to intermix with those mean 
persons who were the instruments of his government,

Cromwell had reduced Scotland and Ireland to a total sub­
jection, and he treated them entirely as conquered provinces. The 
civil administration of Scotland was placed in a council, consist­
ing mostly of English. Justice was administered by seven judges, 
four of whom were English. A  long line of forts and garris ms 
was maintained throughout the kingdom, and an army of 10,000 
men kept everything in peace and obedience. The protectors 
administration of Ireland was still more severe and violent. The 
government of that island was first intrusted to Fleetwood, who 
had married Ireton's widow; then to Henry Cromwell, second son 
of the protector, a young man of an amiable, mild disposition, and 
not destitute of vigour and capacity.

§ 13. In summoning a new parliament in 1G5G, Cromwell used 
every art in order to influence the elections, and fill the House 
with his own creatures : yet, notwithstanding all these precautions, 
he still found that the majority would not he favourable to him. 
Accordingly, on their assembling (Sept. 17), ho set guards at the 
door, who permittee! none to enter hut such as producad a warrant 
from his council; and the council rejected about 100, who either 
refused a recognition of the protector’s government, or were on 
other accounts obnoxious to him. These protested against so egre­
gious a violence, subversive of all liberty; hut every application for 
redress was neglected both by the council and the parliament. The 
majority of the parliament, by means’ of these arts and violences, 
was friendly to the protector, who now began to aspire to the crov. n,
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11 j i f P ' llU(f W order to pavo th e  w ay to th is  advancem ent, lie r c i l k M  ;|o 
. C l 2 'SlCr-f1C0 h is  rnajor-f-cuorals, whom he knew  to be extrem e I .

na tion . Colonel Jephson  was em ployed to sound H i t /* —■* 
.w^didations o f the H ouse on the  sub jec t; and t!io resu lt appearing 

favourable, a  motion in form was made by  Alderman Pack, one of 
the c ity  m em bers, for investing the  protector w ith  the  d ign ity  of 
king. T h is  m otion a t  first excited great disorder, and divided the
whole House into parties, Tito chief opposition enme from the
Usual adherents of the protector, the major-generals, and such 
officers as depended on them ; and particularly Lambert, a man of 
deep intrigue, and of great interest in the army, who had long 
entertained the ambition of succeeding Cromwell in the protector­
ship. But the bill, which was entitled an humble petition and 
advice, was voted by a considerable majority, and a committee was 
appointed to reason witli the protector, and to overcome those 
scruples which he pretended against accepting so liberal an offer.
1 he conference lasted several days. The difficulty consisted not in 
perstû bag Cromwell, whoso inclination, as well as judgment, was 
enti? S' n u,0 side of the committee. The opposition which 
Lromv,,.. most dreaded was that which he met with in bis own 
family, and from men who, by interest as well as inclination, were 
fhe most devoted to him. Fleetwood bad married his daughter ; 
Hesborough his sister : yet those men, actuated by principle alone, 
could by no persuasion, artifice, or entreaty, bo induced to consent 
that their friend and patron should be invested with regal dignity. 
Lolonel Pride procured a petition against the office of king, signed 
hy a majority of the officers who were in Iamdon and the neighbour­
hood : and some sudden mutiny in the army was justly dreaded. 
Proinwell, after the agony and perplexity of long doubt, was at last 
obliged to refuse that crown which the representatives ot the nation,
1 n the most solemn manner, had tendered to him (May 8, 1657). 
d’he provisions, however, of the humble petition and advice were 
retained as the basis of the republican establishment, instead of tin 
former instrument of government. By the m w deed tho protector 
had ihe power of nominating his successor; ho had a perpetual 
revenue assigned him; and ho had authority to name another 
House, who should enjoy their scats dm life, an. -x> cise some
functions of the former House of Peers. -omv.ell. his power
had just commenced from this popular con \ wa inev inaugu­
rated in Westminstcr-hall, after the most solan. and most pompous 
manner.

Richard, eldest son of tho protector, was now brought to court 
introduced into public business, and thenceforth regarded by many 
as ids heir iu the protectorship. Cromwell had two daughters 
unmarried: one of them he now gave in marriage to the grand , n 
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i f  MWhejiivf his great friend, tile earl of Warwick, with umcfii'OT'
1 ’  l M k inJSrkry fortune, preserved an uninterrupted intimacy aAc|||p|
V^v^^^sremdence. Tlic other lie married to the viscount FaucoidgrgL_J

X!%9£#^toily formerly devoted to the royal party. The parliament 
assembled again on Jan. 20, 1658, consisting, as in the times of 
monarchy, of two Houses. Cromwell had sent writs to his House of 
Peers, which consisted of GO members. They were composed of 5 
or G ancient peers, of several gentlemen of fortune and distinction, 
and of some officers who had risen from the meanest stations. 
Hone of the ancient peers, however, though summoned by writ, 
would deign to accept of a seat which they must share with such 
companions as were assigned them. But Cromwell soon found that, 
by bringing so great a number of his friends and adherents into the 
other House, he had lost the majority among the national repre­
sentatives : and dreading combinations between them and the mal­
contents in the army, he dissolved the parliament with expressions 
of great displeasure (Feb. 4).

§ 14. Cromwell still pursued his schemes of conouest and 
dominion on the continent: and he sent over into Fla: rs 6000
men under Reynolds, who joined the French army commanded by 
Turenne. In 1658 siege was laid to Dunkirk; and when the 
Spanish army advanced to relievo it, the combined armies of France 
and England marched out of their trenches, and fought the battle of 
the Duues, where the Spaniards were totally defeated. The valour 
of the English was much remarked on this occasion (June 4). 
Dunkirk, being soon after surrendered, was by agreement delivered 
to Cromwell. This acquisition was regarded by the protector as the 
means only of obtaining, in concert with the French court, the final 
conquest and partition of the Low Countries.

But the situation in which Cromwell stood at home kept him in 
perpetual uneasiness and inquietude. His military enterprises had 
exhausted his revenue, and involved him in considerable debt. The 
royalists, he heard, had renewed their conspiracies for a general 
insurrection. Ormond had come over to England, and lord Fairfax, 
sir William Waller, and many heads of the preshyterians, Lr.d 
secretly entered into the engagement. Even the army was infected 
with the general spirit of discontent; and some sudden and danger­
ous eruption was every moment to he dreaded from it. This con­
spiracy, however, was discovered, and promptly suppressed. 
Ormond was obligi d to fly, and ho d> .mod himself fortunate to have 
escaped so vigilant an administration. Great numbers were thrown 
into prison. A high court of justice was anew erected for the trial 
of those criminals whose guilt was most apparent, as the protector 
could not as yet. trust to an unbiassed jury. Sir Henry Slingaby 
and Lr. Howitt were condemned and beheaded. ' ,
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I ( S o  cktLracy of the miUenarians in the army struck CrolfcfiT 
\ till Wcater apprehensions, and he lived in the contmua

X ^PS^ation . The death of Mrs. Claypolc, Ms lavounte daugMef,-^ 
^SiSylmdued with many humane virtues and amiable accomplish­

ments, depressed his anxious rniud, and poisoned all lus enjoyments.
AH composure of raind was now lor ever fled from t c so tc or.
Ho never moved a step without strong guards attending him: lie 
"’ore armour under his clothes, and further secure! himself by 
offensive weapons, a sword, falchion, and pistols, which le a wnjs 
carried about him. He returned from no place by the direct road, 
or by the same way which lie went. Every journey he per onne 
"ith hurry and precipitation. Seldom he slept above three nights 
together in the same chamber: and he never let it be known be­
forehand what chamber ho intended to choose.

§ 15. Cromwell’s body also, from the contagion of his anxious 
mind, ixjgajj to ^  afrected, and his health seemed sensibly to 
decline. Ho was seized with a slow fever, which changed into a 
tertian ague. For the space of a week no dangerous symptoms 
appeared; and in the intervals of the fits ho was able to walk 
abroad. At length the symptoms began to wear a more fatal 
aspect, and the physicians wero obliged to break silence, and to 
declare that the protector could not survive the next fit with which 
he was threatened. The council was alarmed. A deputation was 
sent to know bis will with regard to his successor. His senses v, em 
£one, and he could not now express bis intentions. '!bcy asked 
hi® whether ho did not mean that his eldest ■- n, Richard, sh mid 
succeed him in the protectorship. A simple affirmative was, or 
seemed to he, extorted from him. Soon after, on the 3rd ot Sep* 
letaher (1G58), the very day on which he had gained He victories of 
Hunbar and'Worcester, and which lie had always considered as the 
most fortunate for him, h« espired. A violent tempest, winch 
mimediatcly succeeded his death, served as a subject of discourse to 
tlio vulgar—his partisans and his enemies endeavouring by lorced 
inferences to interpret it as a confirmation of their particular pre­
judices.
C The administration of Cromwell, though it discovers great abil- 
ties, was conducted without any plan either ot liberty or arbitrary 
Power: perhaps his difficult situation admitted of neither. Tim 
great principle of his foreign policy was alliance with the proto.-.taut 
3tatc3, and the support of protestantism throughout Europe. If we 
survey his moral character with, that indulgence which is due to 
the blindness and infirmities of the human species, we shall not 
be inclined to load his memory with such violent reproaches as 
thoRc which his enemies usually throw upon it. Tlio murdey ot 
the king, the most atrocious of all his act i ms, was to him covered

« o
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(* ( ]p|ler k^mighty cloud of republican and religious illusion^Vurfl 
V i m p o s s i b l e  but be might believe i , as many othcrstctig,£ j 

meritorious action that he could perform. His subsequent 
X usurpation was the effect of necessity, as well as of ambition; nor is 

it easy to see how the various factions could at that time have been 
restrained without a mixture of military and arbitrary authority.
His private deportment, as a son, a husband, a father, a iriend, 
merits the highest praise, j

Cromwell was in the sixtieth year of liis age when he died. He 
was of a robust frame of body, and of a manly, though not of an 
agreeable, aspect. He left only two sons, Richard and Henry; and 
three daughters—one married to general Fleetwood, another to lord 
Fauconbcrg, a third to lord Rich. His father died when he was 
very young. His mother lived till after he was protector, and, con­
trary' to her orders, he buried her with great pomp in ‘Westminster 
Abbey. To educate her numerous family she had been obliged to 
set up a brewery at Huntingdon, which she managed to good advan­
tage. Hence Cromwell, in the invectives of that age, is often stig­
matised with the name of the brewer. She was of a good family, of 
the name of Stuart, remotely allied, as is by some supposed, to the 
royal family.

§ 16. When that potent hand was removed, which conducted the 
government, every one expected a sudden dissolution of the un­
wieldy and ill-jointed fabric. Cromwell’s eldest son, Richard, a 
young man of no experience, educated in the country, possessed only 
tho virtues of private life, which in his situation were so many 
vices ; indolence, incapacity, irresolution, attended his facility and 
good nature. The council, however, recognised the succession of 
Richard. Fleetwood, in whose favour it was supposed Cromwell 
had formerly made a will, renounced all claim or pretension to the 
protectorship. Henry, Richard’s brother, who governed Ireland 
with popularity, insured him the obedience Of that kingdom. 
Monk, whoso authority was well established in Scotland, being 
much attached to the family of Cromwell, immediately proclaimed 
the new protector. The army and the fleet acknowledged his title: 
and above ninety addresses, from tho counties and most consider­
able corporations, congratulated him on his accession, in all the 
terms of dutiful allegiance. A new parliament (Jan. 29, 1C59) 
proceeded to examine the humble petition and advice; and after 
gieat opposition and many vehement debates, it was at length, with 
much difficulty, carried by the court party to confirm it. On the 
other hand, the most considerable officers of the army, and even 
Fleetwood, brother-in-law to the protector, warn entering into cabal* 
against him ; and tho whole republican party in the army, whJCj1 
was still considorahh , united themselves to that general, Above alb
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. \ cjy%infrictics of Lambert inflamed all those dangerous humour^j^all
the nation with some great convulsion. Richard,KfSsA^ 

post'csScd neither resolution nor penetration, was prevailed to give 
an unguarded consent for calling a general council of officers, who . 
proposed that the whole military power should he intrusted to some 
person in whom they might all confide.

The parliament, no less alarmed than the protect r at tl.e mili 
tary cabals, voted that there should be no meeting or general 
council of officers, except with the protector s consent, or by his 
orders. This vote brought affairs immediately to a rupture. The 
officers hastened to Richard and demanded of him the dissolution of 
the parliament. Desborough threatened him if he should refuse 
compliance. The protector wanted the resolution to deny, and 
Possessed little ability to resist. The parliament was dissolved ; 
and by the same act the protector was, by every one, considered as 
effectually dethroned (April 22). Soon after he signed his demission 
m form. Henry, the deputy of Ireland, though he possessed more 
vigour and capacity than his brother Richard, quietly resigned his 
command, and retired to England. Thus fell suddenly, and from 
an enormous height, but by a rare fortune without any hurt or 
mjury, the family”of the Cromwells. Richard, after the restoration, 
travelled abroad some years, and on his return to England lived a 
Peaceful and quiet life, and died in extreme old age at the latter end 
°f queen Anne’s reign (1712). Henry retired into Cambridgeshire, 
" ’here lie died in 1074.

§ 17. The council of officers, now possessed of supreme authority, 
resolved, after much debate, on restoring the Long Parliament. Its 
numbers were smalt, little exceeding 70 members; but being all ol 
them men ot violent ambition, some of them men of experience and 
capacity, they were resolved, since they enjoyed the title of the 
Supremc authority, not to act a subordinate part to those who 
acknowledged themselves their servants. They voted that all com­
missions should bo received from the speaker, and bo assigned by him 
in the name of the House. These precautions gave .great disgust to 
tho general officers; and their discontent would immediately have 
broken out into some resolution fatal to tho parliament, hail it not 
been cheokcd by the apprehensions of danger from the common enemy.

The dominion of tlw pretended parliament had ever been to the 
last degree odious to the presbyterians, as well as to the royalists.
A secret reconciliation, therefore, was made between the rival 
parties, and it was agreed that, burying former enmities in oblivion, 
all efforts should be used for the overthrow of the Rump parliament, 
as it was called. In many counties a resolution was taken to rise in 
aims: but the plans of the royalists were betrayed, and the.only 
project which took effect was that of sir George Booth for the

' e°^ X

( i f  # !# • LONG PARLIAMENT RESTORED. I W y



I  ( lllffngbl Chester. He was, however, soon routed and takA »n -T  
l . \ E 3 1' n -  tambert, and the parliament had no further occupj^bl 
VgkwthmpUp /il1 all the jails with their open or secret enemies.

xS^usegjjr'hastened the ruin of the parliament. ■ Alarmed at the pro­
ceedings of Lambert and his faction, they voted that they would 
have no more general officers. Thereupon Lambert and the other 
officers expelled the parliament (Oct. 23), and elected a comicitteo 
of 23 persons, whom they invested with sovereign authority, 
under the name of a Committee of Safety. Throughout the threo 
kingdoms there prevailed nothing but the melancholy fears, to tho 
nobility and gentry, of a bloody massacre and extermination; to 
the rest of the people, of perpetual servitude beneath the military: 
whilst the condition of Charles seemed totally desperate. But 
amidst all these gloomy prospects, fortune, by a surprising revolu­
tion, was now paving the way for the king to mount in peace and 
triumph the throne of his ancestors.

§ 18. General Monk, as we have seen, held the supreme military 
command in Scotland. After the army had expelled the parliament 
Monk protested against the violence, and resolved, ns he pretended, 
to vindicate their invaded privileges. Deeper designs, either in the 
king's favour or his own, were from the beginning suspected to bo 
the motive of his actions. How early he entertained designs for the 
king's restoration we know not with certainly. It is likely that as 
soon as Hichard was deposed he foresaw that, without such an expe­
dient, it would he impossible ever to bring the nation to a regular 
settlement. But Ids conduct was full of dissimulation, and no less 
was requisite for effecting the difficult work which he had under­
taken. All tho officers in his army, of whom he entertained any 
suspicion, lie immediately cashiered; and, hearing that Lambert was 
marching northwards with a large army, he amused the committee 
with offers of negotiation.

Meanwhile these military sovereigns found themselves surrounded 
on a'l hands with inextricable difficulties. While Lambert’s forces 
were assembling at Newcastle, Hasting and Morloy took possession 
of Portsmouth, and declared for tho parliament. The city established 
a kind of uqiaratc government, and asst.med tho supremo authority 
within itself. Admiral Lawson, with Lis squadron, came into tho 
riv r, an l declared for the parliament. Hazel rig and Morley, hearing 
of this important event, left Portsmouth aud advanced towards 
London. The regiments near that city, being solicited by their old 
officers, who had been cashiered by the committee of safety, revolted 
again to the parliament. Lenthal, the speaker, being invited by the 
officer;, again assumed authority and summoned together the. parlia­
ment, which twice beforohad been expelled with so much reproach 
and ignominy (Deo. 26). Monk now advanced into England with
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0> LONG PARLIAMENT DISSOLVED. / ^ J i G 3

i 1* l In all. counties through wliicli lie passed thV^fc
to Lira wit-i addresses, expressing their earnest deskccAlfcLJ 

X^T^^^diild he instrumental in restoring the nation to peace and tran- 
Ĵvullity. He entered London without opposition (Feb. 3, 1G60), 

was introduced to the House, and thanks were given him by Lentlial 
for the eminent services which he had done his country. Monk’s 
conduct was at first ambiguous. He appeared ready to obey all the 
commands of the parliament, and marched into the city to seize 
several leading citizens who had refused obedience to the commands 
of the House; but two days afterwards he wrote a letter to the 
parliament, requiring them, in the name of the citizens, soldiers, and 
whole commonwealth, to issue writs within a week for the filling of 
their House, and to fix the time for their own dissolution and the 
assembling of a new parliament. The excluded members, upon the 
general's invitation, went to the House, and immediately appeare d to 
be the majority; most of the independents left tho place. The re- 
Bt°red members renewed the general’s commission, and enlarged liis 
Powers; and after passing some other measures for the present com­
posure of the kingdom, they dissolved themselves, and issued writs 
•°r the immediate assembling of a new parliament. A council of 
state was established, consisting of men of character and moderation, 
who conferred on Montague, a royalist, in conjunction with Monk, 
the command of the fleet.; and secured the naval as well as military 
force in hands favourable to tlic public settlement. Notwithstanding 

these steps, Monk still maintained tho appearance of zeal for a 
commonwealth, and had hitherto allowed no channel of correspond­
ence between himself and the king to be opened; hut h« imw sent a 
verbal message by sir John Grenville, assuring the king oi h’s services, 
giving advice for his conduct, and exhorting him instantly to leave 
ihe Spanish territories and retire into Holland. He was apprehensive 
h'st Spain might detain him as a pledge for the recovery of Dunkirk 
mid Jamaica. Charles, who was at Brussels, followed these direc­
tions, and very narrowly escaped to Breda. Had he protracted his 
journey a few hours, ho had certainly, under pretence of honour and 
respect., been arrested by the Spaniards.

§ 19. The elections for the new parliament went even-where in 
favour of the king’s parly. The presbyterians and the royalists, 
being united, formed the voice of the nation, which, without noise, 
but with infinite ardour, called for tho king’s restoration. When 
tho parliament met (April 25)—which, from its not being regularly 
summoned, was called the Convention Parliament—they chose sir 
Harbottle Gripistone speaker. On the 27th April a motion for the 
restoration of the king was made by colonel King and Mr. Fin ch. 
On the 1st of May Monk gave directi ms to Aimcsley, president of 
the council, to inform them that one sir John Grenville, a servant of



Gô jX

I ( tifiiRing/af Lad been sent over by bis majesty, and was now a\ j% , 1 
\ • 4\ letter to tlie Commons. The loader; acclamations ttjer  ̂£  j

this intelligence. Grenville was called in ; the letteff 
^wLSttjianied with a declaration, greedily read ; without one moment’s 

delay, and without a contradictory vote, a committee was appointed 
to prepare an answer ; and, in order to spread the same satisfaction 
throughout the kingdom, it was voted that the letter and declaration 
should immediately be published. It offered a general amnesty, 
without any exceptions but such as should afterwards be made by 
parliament; it promised liberty of conscience; it submitted to the 
arbitration of the same assembly the inquiry into all grants, pur­
chases, and alienations; and it assured the soldiers of all their 
arrears, and promised them for the future the same pay which they 
then enjoyed. Such was the celebrated declaration from Breda.

The Lords, perceiving the spirit by which the kingdom, as well as 
the Commons, was animated, had hastened to reinstate themselves in 
tlu-ir ancient authority, and to take their share in the settlement of 
the nation. Soon afterwards the two Houses attended, while the 
kin" w as proclaimed with great solemnity, in Palace-yard, at White­
hall, and at Temple-bar (May 8, 16G0). A  committee of Lords and 
Commons was then despatched to invite his majesty to return and 
take possession of the government. Charles embaiked at Sclieveling 
r,n board a fleet commanded by the duke of York. At Dover he was 
met by Monk, whom he cordially embraced. The king entered 
London on the 29th of May, which was also his birthday. The fond 
imaginations of men interpreted as a happy omen the concurrence of 
two such joyful periods.

CHRONOLOGY OF REMARKABLE EVENTS.
a .a. ! a .d .

1040. Charles II. proclaimed at Edin- 1 ) G53. Defeat of the Dutch. Death of 
burgh. I Van Trump.

,, England declared a coiamon* 1G55. Peace with Holland. Cromwell o 
■wc-altli- 1 second parliament.

„ Cromwell’s victories in Ireland. „  Kaval expeditions of Blake. War
1050. Charles II, lands in Scotland. with Spain. Capture of Ja-

,, Cromwell invades Scotland and maica.
gains the battle of Dunbar. ■ 1G5U. Cromwell's third parliament.

1051. Charles I crowned at Scone. 1657. Cromwell refuses the crown.
ITe invades England, is dc- 1059. Dunkirk taken. Death of Cron- 
feated at Worcester, and . -well. His eon Kichard de-
escapes to France. elated protector.

1652. War with Holland. Several 1050, Committee of safety. Indian!
actions between Blake and Cromwell resigns the protec-
Yao Tromp and De Rnyter. ( toratc.

10.03. Long Parliament expelled. Crom- , 1000. General Monk enters London.
w cll’M first parliament (bare- Convention parliament, u.-
bone’s parliament1. I sloration o f Charles 11.

ii Cromw©U tnw4e protector.
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^edal of Charles II. and Catherine, probably relating to the queen's dowry. Obv. 
c a u o l u s  . e t  c a t u a r i n a  . h e x  . k t  . r e g in a . Busts of k in g  and qu een  to right 
Bev. : DIFFVSV8 . IN . ORISK . URTTANNYS . 1670. A globe.

CHAPTER XXIV.

CHARLES ri. FROM THE RESTORATION TO THE PEACE OF 

NIMEGUEN, A.D. 1660-1678.

§ I. Cliaracter of Charles II. The ministry. Act of indemnity. Trial of 
tlie regicides. Disbanding of the army. § 2. Chancellor Clarendon. 
Prelacy restored. Affairs of Scotland. § 3.. Conference at the Savoy. 
Act of uniformity. § 4. Charles marries Catherine of Portugal. Trial 
and execution of Vane. §5. Presbyterian clergy ejected. Dunkirk sold. 
Declaration of indulgence. § 6. Triennial Act repealed. War with 
Holland. Naval victory. Plague of London. Five-mile Act. §7. Great 
&c t-fight. Fire of London. Disgrace at Chatham. Peace of Breda. § 8. 
Fall of Clarendon. § 9. The Cabal. The triple alliance. Secret treaty of 
Dover. § 10. blood's crimes. The duke of York declares himself a papist. 
§11. The bankers’ funds in the exchequer seized. War with Holland. 
Battle of Soutlnvold liny. Successes of Louis XIV. Massacre of the be 
Witts. Prince of Orange stadtholder. § 12. The Test Act. Peace with 
Holland. § 13. Earl of Dnnby prime minister. Ilis policy. Parlia­
mentary struggles. § 14. The continental war. Marriage of the prince 
of Orange and princess Mary. Peace of Nimeguen.

§ l |  Charles II., when he ascended the tl .one of his ancestors, \va 
thirty years of age. He possessed a vigorous constitution, a 6ne 
shape, a manly figure, a graoeful air; and though his features were 
harsh, yet was his countenance in the main lively and engaging. To* 
a ready wit and quick comprehension he united a just understand, i j,
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I i 1 H I  a jgincral observation both of men and things. The\giReOT 
\ »V  “ O®* unaffected politeness, the n ’ost engaging fciiar t  1
'^^Sw%apknied his conversation and address. Accustomed during his 

^Tsxtreto live among his courtiers rather like a companion than a 
monarch, he retained, even while on the throne, that open affability 
which was capable of reconciling the most determined republicans to 
his royal dignity.

Into his council were admitted the most eminent men of the 
nation, without regard to former distinctions: the presbyterians, 
equally with the royalists, shared this honour.; The earl of Man­
chester was appointed lord chamberlain, and lord Say privy seal: 
Calamy and Baxter, presbyterian clergymen, were even made chap­
lains to the Icing. Admiral Montague, created earl of Sandwich,* 
was entitled, from his recent services, to great favour, and he ob­
tained it. Monk, created duke of Albemarle,f  bad performed such 
signal services, that, according to a vulgar and malignant observa­
tion, he ought rather to have expected hatred and ingratitude; yet 
was he ever treated by the king with great marks of distinction. 
But the king’s principal ministers and favourites were chosen among 
bis ancient friends and supporters. Sir Edward Hyde, created earl 
of Clarendon, was chancellor and prime minister; the marquis, cre­
ated duke, of Ormond was steward of the household; the earl ol 
Southampton, high treasurer; sir Edward Nicholas, secretary of state. 
Agreeable to the present prosperity of public affairs was the universal 
joy and festivity diffused throughout the nation. |Tlio melancholy 
austerity of I he puritans fell into discredit, together with their prin­
ciples. The royalists, who had ever affected a contrary disposition, 
found in their recent success new motives for mirth and gaiety; and 
it now belonged to them to give repute and fashion to their manners.

One of the king’s first acts was to grant a general pardon and in­
demnity; but be issued a proclamation declaring that such of the 
late king’s judges as did not yield themselves prisoners within four­
teen days should receive no pardon. Nineteen surrendered them­
selves ; some were taken in their flight; others escaped beyond sea. 
Those who had an immediate hand in the late king’s death were ex­
cepted in the act of indemnity: even Cromwell, Iretori, Bradshaw, 
and others nmv dead, were attainted, and their estates forfeited. 
Vane and Lambert, though none of tho regicides, were also excepted.
’ill who had sat in any illegal high court of justice were disabled 
from bearing offices.

Tho parliament voud that tho settled revenue of tho crown, for all

* TFq wa-d the ancestor of the present, earl of Sandwich.
f Yiiir, titlo became extinct upon the death of the second duke in 1088 

The present earl of Albemarle if a descendant of Keppol, created earl of Alfce* 
marie in K98.

___
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I  ( J||foar&<§ should bo 1,200,COOL a-year, a sum greater than 
\ *^ ^ s ly m j& u a rc h  had iver before enjoyed. They abolished the^Tfficjil j 

knights’ service and its incidents, as marriage, relierami 
(see pp. 131,132), and also purveyance, and in lieu thereof 

settled upon the king an hereditary excise duty.* Indeed it would 
have been impossible to restore these onerous burdens after their 
Misuse during the time of the commonwealth. Tonnage and pound­
age were granted to the king during life.

During the recess of parliament the object which chiefly interested 
the public was the trial and condemnation of the regicides. They 
were arraigned before 34 commissioners appointed for the purpose.

of the late king’s judges, Harrison, Scot, Carew, Clement, Jones, 
and Scroope, were executed. Axtel, who had guarded the high court 
0i justice ; Hacker, who commanded on the day of the Icing’s execu­
tion; Cook, the solicitor for the people of England; and Hugh Peters, 
the fanatical preacher, who inflamed the army and impelled them to 
j'ogicide: all these were tried and condemned, and suflered with the 
Icing’s judges. On the anniversary of Charles I.’s execution, the 
hod es of Cromwell, Ireton, and Bradshaw were disinterred, hanged 
on the gallows at Tyburn, then decapitated, and the Leads fixed on 
Westminster Hall.

After a recess of nearly two months the parliament met; and having 
despatched the necessary business, the king, in a speech full of the 
m°st gracious expressions, thought proper to dissolve them (Dec. 20, 
1060). By the advice of Clarendon the army wan disbanded. No 
more troops were retained than a few guards and garrisons, about 
1000 horse and 4000 foot. This was the first appearance, under the 
monarchy, of a regular standing army in this island.

§ 2.^Clarendon was now nearly allied to the royal family, his 
daughter, Aim Hyde, having been married to the duke of York soon 
after the restoration. By his advice prelacy was restored. Nine 
bishops still remained alive, and tin -■»' wero immediah \y r stored to 
their secs ; all the ejected clergy recovered their livings ; the liturgy 
Was again admitted into the churches; hut at the same time a 
declaration, containing a promise ot some reforms, was issued, in 
order to give contentment to the preshyterians, and preserve an air 
of moderation and neutrality.

Affairs in Scotland hastened with still quicker steps than those in 
England towards a settlement and a compliance with the king. Tho 
lords of articles were restored, with some othqr branches of pr nega­
tive; and royal, authority, fortified with more plausible claims and 
pretences, was in its full extent re-established in that kingdom. The

* The principal excise duties worn upon liquors and beer. Tea was also 
an exeiseable article, but did not yield much to the revenue in the reign of 
Charles 11.
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11 ( p lfP 3y IfScWi^e, by the abrogating of every statute enacted mlffcjiiT  
\. of f i ^ .-’bytgyy, Iras thereby tacitly restored. Ch irles, though ,
\yBQf!®l^^ttaohment to prelacy as had influenced his father~iuju“  ̂

X''%ftmi3htner, had suffered such indignities from the Scottish presby- 
terians that he ever after bore them a hearty aversion. He said to 
Lauderdale that presbyterianism, lie thought, tvas not a religion for 
a gentleman; and he could not consent to its further continuance in 
Scotland. Sharp, who had been commissioned by the presbyterians 
in Scotland to manage their interest with the king, was persuaded 
to abandon that party; and, as a reward for his compliance, was 
created archbishop of St. Andrews. Charles had not promised tc 
Scotland any such indemnity as he had insured to England by' the 
declaration of Breda; and as some examples, after such a bloody 
and triumphant rebellion, seemed necessary, the marquis of ,Argyle, 
and one Guthry, a preacher, were pitched on as the victims?} Two 
acts of indemnity (one passed by the late king in 1641, another by 
the present in 1651) formed, it was thought, invincible obstacles to 
the punishment of Argyle; and nothing remained but to try him for 
his compliance with the usurpation, a crime common to him with the 
whole nation. Some letters of his to Monk were produced, which 
could not, by any equitable construction, imply the crime of treason.
The parliament, however, scrupled not to pass sentence upon him; 
and lie died with great constancy and courage.

S 3. Meanwhile in England prelacy and presbytery struggled for 
the superiority, and the hopes and fears of both parties kept them in 
agitation. A  conference was held in the Savoy (April 15— July 25, 
1651), between 12 bishops and 12 leaders among the presbvterian 
ministers, with an intention, at least on pretence, of bringing about 
an acc snmodation between the parties ; but they separated more in­
flamed than ever, and more confirmed in their several prejudices.
The temper of the new parliament, which assembled in May, 1661, 
hastened the decision of the question. Not more than 56 members 
of the pn sbyterian party bad obtained seats in the lower House, and 
these were not able either to oppose or retard the measures of the 
majority. The covenant, together with the act for erecting the high 
court of justice, that for subscribing the engagement, and that for 
declaring England a commonwealth, was ordered to be burnt by the 
hand.-, of the hangman. The bishops wero restored to their scats in 
parliament. A  few months afterwards the jparKament formally re­
nounced the power of the sword ; and acknowledged that neither one 
House, nor both Houses, independent of the king, were possessed of 
any military authority. The preamble to this statute went so far as 
to renounce all right even of defensive arms against the king. The 
Co u p o r a t io n  A c t  passed it- this session compelled all corporate 
offictrs to receive the sacrament eccopling to the rites of the church

CHARLES II. Chap.



following year (1662) the A c t  of U n if o r m it y  was passed. 
:liis act it was required that every clergyman should he re­

ordained, if he had not before received episcopal ordination; should 
declare his assent to everything contained in the Book of Common 
Prayer; should take the oath of canonical obedience ; should abjure 
the solemn league and covenant ; and should renounce the principle 
of taking arms, on any pretence whatsoever, against the king. This 
act, which received the royal assent on May 19, and was to come 
into operation on St. Bartholomew’s day (Aug. 24), reinstated the 
church in the same condition in which it stood before the com­
mencement of the civil wars; and as the old persecuting laws of 
Elizabeth still subsisted in their full rigour, and new clauses of 
a like nature were now enacted, all the king’s promises of tolera- 
tiou and indulgence to tender consciences were thereby eluded and 
broken.f  The church-party added insult to injury. Hie puritans 
objected to saints’ days and to apocryphal lessons; the church-partv 
added St. Barnabas to the calendar, and inserted among the daily 
lessons the apocryphal story of Bel and the Dragon.'

§ 4. On the king’s restoration advances were made by Portugal for 
*be renewal of the alliance which the protector had made, with that 
country; and in order to bind the friendship closer, an offer was 
made of the Portuguese princess, Catherine of Braganza, and a por- 
fi°n of 500,000?., together with two fortresses, Tangiers in Africa, and 
Bombay in the East Indies. And thus was concluded (May 21,1662) 
fbe inauspicious marriage with Catherine, a princess of virtue, but 
who was never able, cither by the graces of her person or humour, to 
make herself agreeable to the king. They were married in a private 
room at Portsmouth, according to the Roman catholic rit ' . The 
attention of the public was much engaged at ties time by the trial of 
two distinguished criminals, Lambert and Vane. 1 hese men, though 
none of the late king’s judges, had been excepted from the general 
indemnity, and committed to prison. The indictment of Vane did 
not comprehend any cf Ins actions during the war between the king 
and parliament: it extended only to his behaviour alter the late king’s 
death, as member of the council of state, and secretary of the navy, 
where fidelity to '.lie trust reposed in him required his opposition to 
monarchy. Vane wanted neither courage nor capacity to avail him­
self of this advantage. He pleaded the famous statute of llcnry V I1 
in which it was enacted that no man should c5 r be questioned f( r 
his obedience to the king de facto; urged that, whether the established 
government were a monarchy or a commonwealth, the reason of the 
thing was still the same ; and maintained that the commons were the 

* For further details see Notes and Illustrations (A\ 
f  For further detail's see Notes and Illustrations (B).
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(| ( ®  thifcjundationofall lawful authority. But this bold defWe |1
• E ”% bw,teped his destruction. Vane’s courage drserted him not liftwi I j  

\^^iSl!B3W^nuation. Lest pity for a courageous sufferer should mSlm 
\^jmpgisgion on the populace, drummers were placed under the scaffold, 

whoso noise, as he began to launch out in reflections on the govern­
ment, drowned his voice (June 14). By this execution Charles 
shamefully violated his promise to the last parliament. Lambert, 
though also condemned, was reprieved at the bar; and the judges 
declared that, if Vane’s behaviour had been equally dutiful aud sub- 
mi..sive, he would have experienced like lenity in the king. Lambert 
survived his condemnation nearly thirty years. He was confined to 
the isle of Guernsey, where he amused himself with painting and 
botany. He died a Roman catholic.

§ 5. The fatal St. Bartholomew approached (Aug. 24), the day 
when the clergy were obliged, by the late law, either to relinquish 
their livings or to sign the articles required of them. About 2000 of 
the clergy in one day relinquished their cures; and, to the astonish­
ment of the court, sacrificed their interest to their religious tenets. 
Bishoprics were offered to Calamy, Baxter, and Reynolds, leaders 
among the presbyterians; the last only could be prevailed on to 
accept. Deaneries and other preferments were refused by many.

V  he king, during his exile, had imbibed strong prejudices in favour 
of the catholic religion, and, according to the most probable accounts, 
had already been secretly reconciled in form to the church of Rome.
His brother, the duke of York, had zealously adopted all the princi- 
ples of Catholicism, though he had not yet made an open declaration 
ol his belief. The two brothers saw with pleasure so numerous 
and popular a body of the clergy refuse conformity; and it was 
hoped that, under shelter of their name, the small and hated sect 
of the catholics might meet with favour and protection. Under 
pretence of mitigating the rigours of the act of uniformity, a de­
claration was issued on the 26th of December, 1663, in which the 
king mentioned the promises of liberty of conscience contained in 
the declaration of Breda; and he notified that, with a view to 
carry them out, ho should make it his special care to incline tho 
parliament to conour with him in makiug some such act for that 
pur; (.:« as might enable him to exercise, with a more universal 
satisfaction, that power of dispensing with the penalties of the 
law which ho conceived to ho inherent in him.* Tho declared

* Tile Dispensing and Suspending Powers, as they arc called, were claimed 
"■ ' Charles II. rind James II. The Dispensing Power consisted in the

exemption of particular persons, under special circumstances, from rile opera­
tion of penal laws: the Suspending Power in nullifying the untile operation of 
;,r statute or any number of statutes. (For details see Amos, • l'he English 

Constitution in the Reign of Charles II.’ P. 19, segq.) Charles II. made a 
second wrapt in 1672 to suspend the penal laws aaaiust Nonconformist . See 
below, p, 481.
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/ ^ V ' A A^i|fi2-1664. TRIENNIAL ACT REPEALED / r">V171

11 ( of easing the dissenters, and the secret purpose of mTOUiIg
. \ catholics, were however equally disagreeable to the parrajffltat; ,

U:-> king did not think proper, after a remonstrance whiMrTffljp 
to insist any further at present on the project of indulgence.

•Notwithstanding the supplies voted to Charles, his treasury was 
still very empty and very much, indebted. The forces sent over to 
1’ortugal, and the fleets maintained in order to defend it, had already 
cost the king nearly double the money which had been paid as the 
queen’s portion. The time fixed for payment of his sister’s portion 
to the duke of Orleans was approaching. Tangiers was become an 
edditional burden to the crown, and Dunkirk cost 120,0001. a-year. 
Clarendon advised the accepting of a sum of money in lieu of a place 
"finch he thought the king, from the narrow state of his revenue,
" f s uo longer able to retain ; and a 1 argain was at length concluded 
wi th Franco for 400,0001. The artillery and stores were valued at a 
.: ‘th °t tho sum. The impolicy of this salo consisted principally in 
ds having been made to France.

§ <->. At tho instance of tho king, tho parliament, next session 
(■larch, 16(34), repealed the triennial act; and in lieu of all tho 
securities formerly provided, satisfied themselves with a general 
c ause, “ that parliaments should not he interrupted above three 
3 cars at the most.” Before the end of Charles’s reign the nation had 
occasion to feel very sensibly the effects of this repeal. By the act 
of uniformity, every clergyman who should officiate without being 
Properly qualified was punishable b} fine and imprisonment; but 
ibis security was not thought sufficient for the church, and the C o n ­
v e n t ic l e  A c t  was accordingly passed, by which it was enacted 
that, wherever five persons above those of the same household should 
assemble in a religious congregation, every one of fe rn  was liable, 
ljr the first offence, to be imprisoned three months, or pay 51.; for 
the second, to be imprisoned six months, or pay 101.; and for the 
third, to he transported seven years, or pay 100?. Tho Commons 
likewise presented an address to thu king, complaining of tho wrongs 
offered to the English trade by the Dutch, and promising to assist 
the king with their lives and fortunes in asserting the rights of his 
crown against all opposition whatsoever. This was the first open step 
towards the Dutch war. The rivnlship of commerce had produced 
among the English a violent enmity against the neighbouring re­
public. The English merchants had tho mortification to find that 
all attempts to extend their trade were still turned by tho vigilance 
of tie ir rivals to their loss and dishonour, and their indignation in- 
rrcaaed when they considered tlio superior naval power of England 
The duke of York was eagerly in favour of the war with Holland. He 
desired an opportunity of dist inguishing himsc-lf, and was at the head 
of a new African company, tho trade of which was checked bv the

i


