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sivilege as a member of parliament. He was agai l

t8®ndds however, during the recess,

F ozt session warm debates ensued in the Commons onkth
of the paper ; and they at length decided that No. 45 was a
false, scandalous, and malicious libel, and ordered it to be burnt by
the hangman. Some delay was produced in the measures against
Wilkes from his having been wounded in & duel by Mr. Martin, who
challenged him on account of a libel in some former numbers of the
North Briton ; but at length he was expelled from the House by a
unanimous vote. :

"The attempt to bumn No. 45 in the Royal Ixchange produced a
gerions riot. A jack-boot and a petticoat, the latter denoting the
princess of Wales, were thrown into the fire prepared for the paper,
the mob shouting « Wilkes and liberty for ever!” A few days
after he recovered 10001 damages against Mr., Wood, the under-
secretary of state, for the forcible entry of his house. A verdict,
however, was obtained against him for No. 45, as well a3 for a piece
ealled an Fssay on Woman, an obscene and seurrilous libel in parody
of Pope’s Essay on Man, in which lord Sandwich and bishop War-
burton had been reflected on and ridiculed, Wilkes now thought
proper to go abroad ; and not appearing to receive judgment, was
outlawed.  Wilkes's case derives its chief importance from the ques-
tion which it raised respecting the legality of general warrants. Chiel
justice Pratt and all the most eminent lawyers of the day declared
them illegal from their form, their tenor being to apprehend all
persons guilty of a certain crime, thus assuming a gnilt which re-
mained to be proved. For the present, however, the government had
inflnence enough to postpone & resolution to that effect being carried
in the Commons. :

§ 6.0 Another impolitic step of Grenville’s, but attended with far
more momentous consequences, was the extending of the Stamp Act
to the Morth American colonies. The late war had been very ex-
pensive s and as it had been partly undertaken for the defence of
those colonies, it cceurred to Grenville, in an eyil hour, that they
might not unjustly be called upon fo bear part of the burthen. He
consulted the agents of the several North American colonies in
London upon kis project, inquired whether any other tax would be
more agreeable, and gave a year’s notice of his plan by a resolution
entered in the Journals of the Commons in 1764

These colonies had heen continually increasing in strength and
prosperity; and at this time consisted of 18 states, with a population
of about two millions of whites, and half a million of coloured peaple.
They wero—1, The New England colonies, setfled by the puritans,
eomaisting of the four states of Massachusetts, New Hampehire, Con=
nootiout, and Rhode Island ; 2. New York ; 8. New Jersey ; 4. Penn
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il van % 5. Pelaware ; 6. Maryland ; 7. Virgiiin ; 8, The tw

\ "L opflr gnd South Carolina; and 9. Georgia. Each of these co
wes erned on the English model, and had a House of Assenmbly
i by the people. There was also a governor appointed by the

crown, and a council. In Connecticut the governor was elective,

Hitherto the mother country and her colonies bad lived in tolerable
Larmony ; but at this time the American colonists were in a dis-
tressed and irritable condition, They were suffering from the effects
of a termble border war with the Indiaus; they considered thern-
gelves agerieved by some new duties which had been imposed on
their foreign trade, as well as by the stringent regulations by which
their illicit traffic was repressed. All of them were decidedly op-
posed to a stamp act, which from its nature was far more obnoxious
than any customhouse duties. The latter might be regarded as im-
Pperial, the former was a sort of local excise. Nor would they suggest
any substitute, but based their opposition on the broad constitutional
principle, that there should be no taxation without representation,
and that they were not represented in the House of Commons. They
intimated however a wish that, as in former instances, a letter from
the gecretary of state, in the king's name, requiring contributions
for his service, should be laid before the different Honses of Assemibly ;
and there seems little reason to doubt that, if this course had been
Dursned, the minister would have raised at least as much as he ex-
peeted from the Stamp Act, tha produce of which was estimated at
less than 100,0001, a-year.

In 1765, however, the measure passed through parliament with
litle debate or opposition. Pitt was absent from illuess, only one
or two of his party made a slight resistance, and it attracted na
public notice whatever, Nobody suspected that this little spark
Would burst out into a vast and inextinguishable flame. FEven Dr,
Franklin, the agent for Pennsylvania, one of the chief and ablest
Tepresentatives of the views of the colonists, expected nothing but
¢quiescence from his countrymen, which he also inculeated.

Par different was the spirit which the act excited in Amerea. It
\Was reprinted, with a death’s head at top in place of the king’s arms,
and was hawked about under the title of * The Folly of England and
Ruin of Amenica’ The vessels in Boston harbour hoisted their
Solours hali-mast high, and the muflled lells of the churches tolled
ont a death-knell. The Virginian House of Assembly, roused by the
Cloquencs of Patrick Henry, took the lead in opposition, and drew

D a geries of resotutions, accompanied with a'petition to the king,

ying the right of the mother conntry to tax the colonists without
their congent,  Most of the other assemblies followed this example,
80d g general congress was appointed tomeet at New York in October,
on resolutions and petitions, mueh the same as those of Virginis,
EXGoAxD, 2R
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idobted. Insome parts associations were formed against ]
igf or use of British manufactures; and presently a small

beto appear who promulgated their views of a united republic.

When the ships arrived with the stamps it became necessary to put
them away in some place of safety. Nobody would use them, and the
persons who had been appointed distributors resigned their possty

“ §7. While these things were going on the author of the miséhiel
had been compelled to resign his office. George 111, had this year
been attacked with a severe jllness, accompanied with symptoms of
that dreadful malady which darkened his later years. He himself
was the first to propose a regency. The ministers wished to leave
out his mother's name, and surprised the king’s consent; but he
afterwards repented, and it was restored by the House of Commons.
This was the cause which chiefly alienated the king’s mind from
Grenville ; and whenl he recovered, for his illness was but short, he
entered into negociations with Pitt and Temple. These, hewever,
went off ; and resort was then had to a confederdey of the great whig
houses, with the marquess of Rockingham at their head. That
nobleman, who was descended, on the female side, from lord Straf-
ford, and inherited the honours of Wentworth, now became first lord
of the treasury. He was one of the greatest landholders in England.
He had 1o great ability, but his judgment was sound and his cha-
racter honourable. His chief passion was horse-racing. Under him
the duke of Grafton and general Conway became secretaries of state;
Mr. William Dowdeswell, chancellor of the exchequer; and the
veteran duke of Neweastle was propitiated with the privy seal, Pitt
was coneilinted by raising his confidential friend, chief justice Pratt,
to-the peerage, with the title of lord Camden. -

The state of America was a very embarrassing question for the
new ministry. To withdraw the Stamp Act would be an ill prece-
dent and a confession of weakness: to press it by force would be
painful, and might lesd to the most dangerous consequences, The
vigour and eloquence with which Pitt denounced Grenville, and
attacked his measure, in the session of 1766, decided the wavering
cabinet. Adopting the advice of the “ great commoner,” they hrought
in two billa: one to repeal the Stamp Act, the other declaring the
power of parliament over the colonies to be supreme, Doth were
carried, The majority of the colonists were still loyal, and the aews
of the repeal of the obpoxious act was received with great joy and
satisfaction in Amedea. It was not however in human natuye but
that some soreness should be left behind, as well as a still more danc
gerous {eoling of seoret trimmph at the recognition of their strength.

Lord Bockingham adopted other messures of a popular nature.
silk bill, introduced by the late ministry, had occasioned serious rio!S
In the preceding year among the Spitalficlds weavers; siege had




des fiecessary to disperse the rioters by meaus of the mili

_ {ghm now restrained the import of foreign silks, He
Japeifled the unpopular cider-tax, obtained a resolution of the House
of Commons declaring general warrants illegal, and another con-
demning the seizure of papers in cases of libel, The ministry, how-
ever, was tottering through internal dissensions ; lord Northington,
the chancellor, told the king at the end of the session that they could
not go an, and advised him to send for Mr. Pitt. This time Pitt
accepted, and succeeded in forming & ministry ; but, to the surprise
of all, he reserved for himself the office of privy seal, with a peerage!
"The king signed his warrant as earl Chatham on July 20. Pitt named
the duke of Grafton as head of the treasury; Charles Townshend
became chancellor of the exchequer; general Conway continued secre-
tary of state and leader of the House of Commons, with the carl of
Shelburne * as his colleague ; and lord Camden was made chancellor,
The prospect of Pitt’s support in the House of Commons had been
the chief inducement with most of the ministers, to take office and
they were naturally much disappointed to find themselves deprived
of it by his elevation to a peerage. But their disappointment did
not ond here, Constant fits of the gout allowed lord Chatham to
apnear but seldom even in the Lords; and in the spring of 1767 amys-
terions malady, arising apparently from suppressed gout, prostraied
him te such a degree that he would neither see anybody nor open
any papers on business. Edmund Burke, who was now rising into
eéminence, adverted to him in one of his speeches as a great invisible
POWer—a being so immeasurably high that not even his own cabinet
eould get necess to him, Affairs went wrong in his absence, The
Opposition carried a motion to reduce the land-tax, by which the
fovenue lost half a million, In order partly to repair this loss,
arles Townshend, in spite of the warning so recently received, re-
Solved to raise some supplies in America by small faxes on tea, glass,
Paper, and painters’ colours, the whole amount of which would not
€xcoed 40,0001, a-year, For such a sum did he risk the fidelity of
those magnificent colonies. In the following September Townshend
ied, and lord North accepted the vacant office of chaneellor of the
xchequer. Soon after some changes oceurred in the ministry, and
new office of colonial secretary was established, in which the earl
of Hillshorough t was inztalled. At this time the name alone of

lovd Ghagham supported the administration.
g } ish peer, became prime minister in 1782 (s
&:ﬂ;igﬁ\-;ﬁ mmrqunugbgfr&n’adowne il}J 1784 : father of the ptee(::i
iess,
:q“’ Ils Fill, first earl of Hillsborough, created marquess of Downshiro in
tlnd in 1789 ancestur of the present marquess,

A |
%d the duke of Bedford’s house in Bloomshury-squa I
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In/the elections for & new parliament in 1768, Wilkes, v
under a sentence of outlawry, though rejected by the ¢
don, contrived to obtain his retumn &s member for Middlesex,
chiefly throngh the intimidation of the mob. He surrendered in the
court of kine's bench, when lord Mansfield pronounced the outlawry
void, from a technical flaw in the proceedings; but the original
verdicts were confirmed, and Wilkes was sentenced to two years’ im-
prisonment, computed from the day of his arrest, and to pay two fines
of 600L each for No, 45 and the Essay on Woman.  This sentence
cccasioned a riot. The mob resened Wilkes's carriage, dragged it to
a tavern in Cornhill, and insisted on his remaining at liberty ; bul
he slipped out at the back door, and surrendercd himself at the king's-
Dench prison. Some desperate riots ensued, and on the day of the
meeting of parliament several persons were killed and wounded by
the military in St. George’s ficlds.

In the session of 1769 the House of Commons pronounced Wilkes
guilty of an insolent libel, in publishing a letter of lord Wey-
mouth's, now sccretary of state, to the magistrates of Burrey,
accompanied with some caustic remarks; and on the motion of lord
Barmrington he was expelled the house.  Wilkes's popularity, how-
ever, had gone on increasing. In. the city he had been elected
alderman of Farringdon Without; and when the election for Mid-
dlesex came on he was again  unanimously retwmed., Three times
the House deelared him incapable of sitting, and three times was he
ro-elected,  On the third oceasion, however, the ministers provided
another candidate, colonel Luttreli ; and the House pronounced him
to have been duly clected, Dut though the ministers carried their
point, they had rendered Wilkes the idol of the nation. In the
antumn he brought an action against lord Halifax for having seized
his papers, and obfained 40007. damages.

We must now revert fo the more momentous disturbances in the
North Araerican colonics, where Townshend’s ill-advised taxes had
Tevived all the animosity occasioned by the Stamp Act.  The state
of Massachusetts took the lead in the opposition. A violent alter-
cation arose between the Honse of Assembly and Bernard the
governor of that state, and finally lord Hillshorough dissolved the
Assembly, July 1, 1768- Riots of the most serions description
ensued at Boston, The other American states, though not 0
violent, displayed a sort of passive resistance, ~Associations were
formed calling themselves ““Sous of Liberty,” and even © Daughters
of Literty,” to enter into non-importation agreements, and to for-
bear the uso of tes. Subsequently it became customary to strip
tliose who would not enter into these agreements, snd to cover them
with tar and feathers.

The caliinet now deemed it prudent to repeal the obnoxious taxes
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orth, on the suggestion of lord Hillsborough, ¢

in favour of the tea-duties. Lord Hillsborough
the determination of the ministry in a cireular to-tle
governors of the North American colonies, drawn up in harsh and
ungracious terms, which increased the irritation occasioned by a
merely partial concession. Lord Chatham, who had never taken
any active part in the administration, had resigned in October,
1768. In the spring of the following year a return of the gout
vestored him to health and society, and in July he attended the
king’s levee, a sort of apparition from the dead. When the parlia-
ment was opened in January, 1770, he appeared in his place and
denounced in severe terms both the foreign and the American policy
of the ministers, Shortly afterwards the duke of Gralton resigned,
when the king prevailed upon lord North to accopt the place of first
lord of the treasury, in addition to that of chancellor of the ex-
chequer, and he thus beeame prime ministc)

During the following year or two nothing of much importance
cecurred.  ‘Dwo of the king's brothers, the dukes of Cuwberland
and Gloucester, having degraded themselves by private marriages,
the former with Mrs. Horton, sister of Colonel Luttrell, the latter
with an illegitimate daughter of sir Edward Walpole, the King
caused the Royal Marriage Bill to be introduced into the House of
Lords, by which every prince or princess, the descendant of George
II., except only the issue of princesses married abroad, was pro-
hibited from marrying without the king's consent before attaining
the age of 25, After that age they might be relieved from the
king’s veto by consent of the privy council and both houses of
parliament. T'his statute is still in force.

§ 0, \With the exception of some disturbances in Massachusetts,
affairs had been going on pretty quietly in America, The tea-duty,
which was only 3d. per pound, seemed to be acquiesced in, when in
1773 an et was committed which, though far from being so in-
tended, finally estranged the American colonies. The East India
Company had contracted a large debt, Tut they had also an enor-
mous stock of tea in their warchouses, for which they could find no
sale, Tord North, in order fo relieve them by finding & market for
their gtocl, now proposed that the tea exported to America, which
had & drawbaclk of only 8-Bths of the duty paid in England, should
have o drawback of the whole daty, thus leaving it subject only to
the 8¢, duty in Aunerica,  'Ihis appearcd, to be a boon not only
to the Bast India Company, bub also o the American colonists, as
it would enable them to purchase their tea cheaper than they could
ven before the 3. duty was imposed.  Accordingly the East Indis
Company freighted several ships with tea, and appointed consignees
i Awnerica for its sale,  But meantime a circumstance had ocourral
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bittered the fecling against England. Mr. Th

yy Grenville's private secretary, and under secretary of s

sSafiolk, had been engaged in a private correspondence wi

tinson, governor of Massachusetts, Oliver, the lieutenant-
governor, and other officers of the erown in that province. Whately
having died, these letters were purloined, and came into the pos
session of Dr. Franklin ; who, finding that they contained expres-
sions inimical to the liberty of the colonies, sent them to America,
bt with strict injunctions of secresy, and that they should not be
permitted to cireulate beyond a few of his friends. Such a cantion,
a3 might have been foreseen, turned out quite nugatory ; the letters

- found their way into the House of Assembly of Massachusetts, were
voted subversive of the constitution, and petitions were drawn up
for the removal of Hutchinson and Oliver. The whole matter was
subsequently referred ito the privy council, where Wedderburn, the
solicitor-general, attacked Franklin for his breach of confidence in o
most biting and sarcastic speech. The privy council decided that
the petition was founded on false and erroneous allegations, and
that it was groundless, vexatious, and scandalous, Two days alter
Franklin was deprived of his post as deputy postmaster-general in
Ameriea.

Meanwhile the arrival of the tea-ships in Ameriea— nay, the very
anticipation of their arrival—had caused a violent outburst of
popular feeling. 1t was given out that they were only the fore-
runners of further taxation; some gaid that the ships were laden
with fetfers instead of tea. The consignees were threatened, and
obliged to fling up their engazements. At Charleston the teas were
allowed to be landed, but not to be sold, and were stowed in cellars,
where they perished from damp. The Boston people went further.
On December 16, 1773, a Lody of men disgnised as Mohawk
Indians boarded the ten-ships and scattered their cargoes in the
water, to the value, it is computed, of 18,0007,

By way of punishment, lord North now transferred the Boston
custom-houses to Salem, another port of Massachusetts, and also
made gome important alterations in the charter granted to that
state by king William. This last step excited the jealousy and
alarm of the other states, Even the most moderafe men began t0
tremble for their libertics ; and they were encouraged to resistance
by finding that they werc supported by a powerful party in the
Dritish parliament, which numbered in its ranks Chatham, Burke;
Charles Fox, son of lord Holland, and other eminent men. Vir-
ginia, whers the popular feeling was directed by Patrick Henry and
Thomas Jeflerson, was one of the first provinces to give in ils
adhesion $p Massachusetts. The conduct of the English puritans
in Charles's reign was taken as a model, and a combination was saf
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#ith the ominous title of the “Solemn Leazue and
Jommittees of gorrespondence were established, and a e

shmoned at Philadelphia. Delegates from 12 colonies met
i-Soplember, and debated with closed doors. The assembly drew
up a Declaration of Rights, claiming all the liberties of Englishmen,
and adopted resolutions to suspend all trade between England and
America till their grievances were redressed. Addresses were pre-
prepared to the people of Great Britain, the people of Canada, and
to the king; and after appointing another congress for May 10th,
1775, the meeting quietly dispersed.

‘When the parliament met in January, 1775, lord Chatham de-
nounced the attempts which were making t6 coerce the Americans
as pregnant with the most fatal consequences, and foretold their
ntter failure. Dut all his warnings were disregarded. Meanwhile a
militia had been raised in Massachusetts, called minute men, because
they wera to be ready at a minute’s notice; arms also were provided
and deposited in an arsenal at Concord, a town about 18 miles from

_Boston, General Gage, commandant at Boston, despatched a few
hundred light troops on the night of April 18th, on a secret expedi-
tion to destroy these stores. The secret, however, had cozed out;
and the van, on reaching Lexington, a place about three miles from
Concord, found about 70 militiamen under arms, and drawn up on
the parade. A collision took place, about the manner of which
accounts vary ; but several Americans were killed and wounded.
he troops then proceeded to Concord, spiked three guns, and
deatmyed some stores. Mecanwhile, however, the whole country
h.:ul been roused; the British were surrounded and galled on every
Bide by an incessant fire, and before they got back to Lexington
thair retreat had become a perfect rout. Had not general Gage
despatched gome reinforcements, the whole body would have been
fnnihilated, Their loss was 273 killed, wounded, and prisoners,
'Wthile the Americans did not lose a third of that number, This
Victory, if such it can be called, excited the ardour of the Americans.
A foren of 20,000 men was raised in the Neéw England provinees, *
nd blockaded general Gage in Boston : whilst a party of Conneoti-
St men marched to lake Champlain, and surprised and captured
ts Ticonderoga and Crown Point.

On the appointed day the congress met nt Philadelphia. They
Prohibited the export of provisions to any British colony, the supply

Necegsaries to the British army and navy, the pegoeciation of bills

Wi by British officers, &c. They took measures for providing
sl}]ﬁpliox of men and money, and they appointed, as commander-n-
fl}'ﬁf, colonel George Washington, who had distinguished himself
" the wars with the French., On June 21st ho et ont to take the
Immand of the army blockading Bosten, The BEnglish had then
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v ther of Lord Howe, smd general H. Glmton, which

hole -force to about 10,000 men. A considerable body of
Americans, having been sent to occupy Bunker’s Hill, proceeded by
mistale to Breed's Hill, which also forms part of the Peninsula on
which Charleston stands ; and as that frontier overlooks Boston, from
which it is separated ouly by an arm of the sea about as broad as
the Thames at London; it became necessary to dislodge them, But
this was not effected t1ll after three absaults, and with the loss of
1000 men, while the Americans did net lese half that number.
Thig was ealled the battle of Bunker's Hill, :

§10. A civil war seemed to be now fairly kindled yet on July
8th the congress signed a petition to the King, expressing their
loyalty and -their desire of a reconciliation, and gent it over to
London, This pel;ltmn they called the Olwe Braneh,” and they
datermined that it should be their last appeal, The Lmn- however
declined to snswer it, on the ground that he eould not rccognisc the
congress, a self-constituted-'body that had taken up arms against
him; and in his opening speech fo parlisment in October he
expressed his determination to put down the rebellion by force.
This oceasioned several ehanges in the ministry, and especially the
American secretaryship wus, transferred to lord George Germaine,
formerly lord Sackville, of Minden notoriety (see p. 614), a man of
ability, but of a violent temper.

In November lord North obtained a repeal of the acts respecting
the port of Boston and the Massachusetts charter; but on the other
hand, all commerce with the insurgent eolonies was strictly forbid-
den 5o long as they remained in a state of rebellion, and the capture
of American goods and vessels was authorised, The burning of the
town of Falmouth, and soon after of Norfolk on the Chesapeak,
further incensed the Americans, They had this year invaded
Canada, and laid siege to Quebec, which they blockaded during the
winter; but in the following summer they were forced, to evacuate
the province.

As Boston did not afford a good point for entering the country,
and as they were surrounded by a superior force, the British evaou-
ated Boston in March, 1776, by a sort of tacit convention with
the “ Seleet Men,” that, if their embarkation was not molested, the
town should not be injured. They proceeded by sea to Staten Island,
and Boston wag immediately cecupied by Washington’s troops. The
recovery of this place was regarded as a sort of triumph by the
Americans, 'The inhabitants of Staten Island were loyally disposed,
und adwitted the British without resistance.

About thiis time the question of independence began to be agitated
in congress,  As i3 nsusl in such cases, the views of the Americans
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nded with the progress of the rebellion. At first
ntemplated a redress of grievances ; now, a large

to o separation and an independent republic. Thesosé
were kept alive by a host of writers, and especially by
"homas Paine, an Englishman settled in America. A committee of
five was appointed to draw up a Declaration of Independence, which
was written Ly Jefferson, corrected by. Adams and Franklin,
and subsequently amcended by the congress. 1t was signed on July
4th, 1776, as the act of the whole Amcrican people, though three
or four of the colonies did not agree to it; and the United Colonics
were declared Free and Independent States. Only a few hours
after the proclamation of Independence, lord Howe arrived off
Sandy Hook, furnished with full powers to treat. He despatched a
friendly letter to Franklin, to which a hostile answer was returned.
He then sent a flag of truce and a letter to Washington, who had
gone with his army to Brooklyn in Long Island; but as the letter
was addressed to G. Washington, Esq,, instead of General Wash-
ington, he refused to receive it. :

The British government had collected a body of about 13,000

German troops, for which they paid enormous subsidies to the land-
grave of Hesse, the duke of Brunswick, and other petty German
Bovereigns., lIlaving received reinforeements of these men, general
Howe sent over in August a detachment of 8000 to Long Island,
and compelled the Americans to evacuate it. In this affair the
American genoral Sullivan had been captured, through whom lord
H.uwe induced congress to send three members to Staten Island, to
clsciss an accommodation in the character of private gentlemen,
The congress deputed three members known to be most inimical fo
‘-1"3 British connection : namely, Dy, Pranklin, John Adams, and
Bdwara Rutledze of South Carolina; and as these gentlemen at
9nee declared that the colonies could enter into no peace except as
ludependent states, the conference was of conrse abortive,

i In September general Howe crossed the water and attacked Now
1_01'1(. whieh was abandoned on his approach. A great portion of
tie inhabitants were loyally disposed, During the autumn the
“Mmericans gradually retived before the British, till they had crossed
the Delaware into Pennsylvania, Howe had been very remiss in
ﬂllawing up the advantages which he gained, and he now ordercd
}_“"d Cornwallis, who was conducting the pursnit, nob to attempt to
"-'.It-'w the enemy over the Delaware, but to"disperse his troops in
Wintor-quarters through the Jerseys. Washington, on the other
'and, rearossed that river, and by some skilful mancuvres recovered
Nearly the whola of the Jerseys. These suceesscs producsd a great
Moral effoct on the Americans, and the congress which met at Balti-
Mmere oonferred extraordinary powers upon Washington,

223
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¢ American canse was very popular in Franee, ot
o Ahis country. Franklin and Silas Deane had been sent
i 40 Paris, to solicit the support of the French; and though

tter were not yet prepared to declare openly in favour of the
Americans, they gave them secret assistance, Many French officers
proceeded to America to offer their services, among whom the most
distinguished by rank and forfune was the young’ marquis de la
Fayette, who was not yet 20 years of age. The Americans gave him
the rank of major-general, and he nndertook to serve without emo-
lument. In England, Chatham again appeared in the House of
Lords this summer, and made an eloguent appeal for conciliating
America, but without success, The exertions of Chatham in this
cause were noble, enlightened, and patriotic; but there was a class
of turbulent demagogyes, to whom if served as an oceasion to excite
sedition and disturbance. The Rev. Mr, Horne, better known by
his subsequent neme of Horne Tooke, was convicted before lord
Mansfield of a libel, for, having, in advertising for subseriptions for
the relief of the Americans, stigmatised the affairs at Lexington and
Concord as inhuman murders; and he was sentenced to 12 months’
imprisonment.

In 1777 Howe abandoned the design of reaching Philadelphia
through the Jerseys ; and withdrawing his troops, embarked them
at New York with the intention of proceeding by water, Finding
the banks of the Delaware well fortified, Le proceeded up the
Chesapeal and Jlanded his men at the head of Elk. Midway
between that place and Philadelphia runs the stream called the
Brandywine, where the Americans ocenpied a strong position. But
they were defeated and completely routed (Sept. 11th), and the
British vangnard took possession of Philadelphia without resistance.
In an attempt to recover it the Americans were repulsed at German
Town. These successes were more than eounterbalanced by reverses
in the north. General Burgoyne, who had more talent for writing
plays than commanding armies, was directed to operate on the Hud-
gon in order to prevent any further attempts on Canada, T'wo ad-
vaneal divisions, consisting chiefly of Germans, which he had thrown
noross the Hudson, were defeated at Benningtou by general btarke;
bt after collecting provisions, Burgoyne again crossed that river and
advanced beyond Saratoga. He defeated the Americans at Behmus
Heights (Sept. 19), but gained no ‘advantage by the vietory; and he
was himself defeated shortly alterwards, near the same spot, by
Arnold, Burgoyne was now obliged to retieat to Baratoga, where
he found himself almost surrounded by the enemy; and as his pro=
visions were nearly exhausted, while at the same time no news
arrived from sir 1. Clinton, by whom he had expested to be joine€,
he fonnd himsell compelled to enter into a convention swith general
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3 6-1778.  DEATH OF LORD CHATHAM, 33
5 =hy which he agreed to lay down Lis arns (Oct, 1
frbtinig men had been reduced to 3500, whilst Gates had upw

600 fit for duty. - The capitulation of Saratoga was the turning- -
point in the American war, It was not faithfully observed by the
Americans, who, because the English soldiers had retained their
cartouche-boxes, which they pretended came under the deseription
of “arnms,” detained them several years at Boston as prisoners,

The news of Burgoyne’s disaster raised a patriotic spirit in Eng-
land. Voluntary subscriptions were opened, and a sum was raised
suffigient to maintain 15,000 soldiers without the aid of government.
In France the news had a decisive effect, It was officially announced
to the American envoys that Liouis XV, was prepared to acknowledge
the independence of America; and two treaties of commeree and
alliance with that country were signed at Paris, February 6, 1778,

Now, when it was too late, lord North attempted measures of con-
ciliation. He formally renounced the right of the British parliament
to tax America; he appointed five commissioners with the most
ample powers, who were instructed to raise no difliculties respecting
the rank or legal pesition of those who might be appointed fo treat
With them ; and it scemed to be intimated that any terms short of
independence would be conceded, The bills were received by parlia=
ment with astonishment and dejection ; but no opposition wasnade,
and they received the royal assent March 11, 1778. Two days after
the marquis de Noailles, the French ambassador, delivered a note,
couched in ironical and insulting terms, announcing the treaties con-
cluded between France and the United States. And now, in the
hour of danger, lord North deserted his post. On the very next day
he tendered his resignation to the king, and advised him to send for
lotd Chatham; but the king's mind was embittered against that
Statesman by the invectives which he continued to utier, often
groundless, it must be confessed, as when he inveighed against Bute's
Secret influence, which had long ceased to exist, The king expressed

8 determination not to accept the services of * that perfidions man,”
eXeept in a subordinate post, which it was well kmown Chatham
Wonld not accept.

§ 12, But the days of that great statesman were drawing to a close.
On April 7, although so extremely ill that he was obliged to be sup-
Vorted, nay almost carried, into the House by his second son William
and his gop-in-law lord Mahon, Chatham went down to oppose a
motion of the duke of Richmond’s for an pddress to the king re-
“Ommending peace at any price, even the recognising of American
Wdependenco ; for though Chathwn had always been the warm
advoeate of coneiliation, he regarded such a step with the utmost
abhbmenoa, as a dismemberment of the empire, and especially
Yinder present circumstances, when it would seem 1o bs taken at
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aéi n of France, He made a speech against the m
; though traces of faltering were sometimes visible, all
wing eloguence geemed to be revived as for some gran
st oceasion, He was answeved by the duke of Richmond,
and, stung by some of his remarks, Chatham rose to reply; but bis
eren«lh had been ovcr-tnsked—hc staggered and fell back in con-
viilsions. 'The peers crowded round him with marks of the deepest
sympathy. He was carried to a neighbouring house, where, with
the aid of a physician, he in some degree rallied ; thence he was
conveyed to his house at Hayes, where, after lingering a few wecks,
he expired on May 11, in the 70th year of Lis age, A public funeral
wag voted, with & monument in Westminster abbey, an annuity
of 40001. attached for ever to the carldom of Chatham, and a sum
of 20,0007, to discharge his debts.

The king now prevailed upon lord North to continue in office
and the ministry was strengthened in the House of Lor(.s by con=
ferring the great seal upon Thurlow.

§ 13. The Americans had been encouraged by the French allianee,
and by the retreat of sir H. Clinton from Philadelphia to New York;
and congress refused to held any conference with lord North’s com-
missioners unless the British fleets and armies were first withdrawn
from America, or at all events the independence of the United States
acknowledged—conditions which were of course inadmissible, and all
communications were consequently broken off. In July a French
fleet of 12 ships of the line and 6 frigates, under count d'Estaing,
appeared off the coast of America. Bir He Clinton reduced this
summer the whole province of Georgia, the inhabitants of which
were for the most part loyally inelined. By orders from home, 5000
of his troops had been deiached, and effected the conquest of St.
Lucia, Bt. Pierre, and Miquelon ; but on the other hand the French
took Dominica.

Several actions were fought in the Channel, where admiral Keppel
commanded the English flect. In July a general engagement took
place off Ushant. The French fleet, under d'Orvilliers, was much
superior in force; but the action was indecisive, and the respective
fleets refired to Brest and Plymonth, Keppel had signalled sir Hugh
Palliser, his second in commaiid, to bear up with his squadron and
renew the combat; but Palliser’s ship being much erippled, lio was
unable to comply. Both admirals were in parliament, and political
adversaries; and they now began to criminate each other, Keppel
was brought to a court-martial on some charges made against him
by Palliser, and after a trial of 82 days was honourably acquitted.
Ag he waa the popular favourite, all London was illuminated on
his acquittal, whilst Palliser was burnt in effigy. The latter, having
demanded a court-martial on himself, was also agquitted,

{7



1%78-1780, LORD GEORGE GORDON'S RIOTS.

% :
b fibxt summer (1779) Spain joined France in the war §
Mand ¢ /and manifestoes were published, both at Paris and
ikaiping long statements of alleged grievances, In answer
hiflier; Gibbon the historian drew up a Mémoire Jusiificatif, or
justifying memorial, which, though not exactly official, was circu-
lated in the different courts of Europe as a state paper. The com-
bined Spanish and French flests amounted to 66 sail of the line,
besides frigates and other smaller vessels. The French began to
threaten an invasion, and 50,000 men were spread along the coast of
Trance, from Havre to St. Malo, The threat, as usual, created con-
siderable alarm in England, which was perhaps all that was con-
templated, Sir Uharles Hardy, who now eommanded the English
flcet, had only 88 ships, and was therefore obliged to remain on
the defensive; but dissensions broke out between the enemy’s
admirals about the mode of conducting the war, and, the Spanish
commander having retired into port, it became necessary for the
French admiral to follow hisexample. 1t was at this time that Paul
Jones, a Scotchman by birth, but holding a commission in the Ame-
riean service, appearcd off the eastern coast of Scofland, with three
small ships of war and one armed brigantine, He attacked our Baltic
fleat, captured the Serapis and the Searborough that were convoying
it, and carried his prizes to Holland. e then appeared in the Firth
of Forth, and filled Edinburgh with alarm and humiliation, till a
steady west wind blew him out of the Firth.

Php war was now raging in various quarters of the globe. 'The
Spaniards formed the siege of Gibraltar; the French made an attempt
upon Jersey, took Senegal in Africa, but lost Goree. In the West
Indies, d'Estaing, in the absence ‘of admiral Byron, reduced St.
Vineent and Grenadaj but an attenipt which he made, in conjune-
tion with some American land-forces, on Savannah, the capital of
Georgia, was repulsed,

§ 14, The year 1780 is memorable for the no-papery riots excited
by lord Georze Gordon. To explain their origin it will be necessary
to go back & yearor two. In 1778 sir George Saville had procured
the. repeal of a very severe act against the Roman catholice, passed in
1700 in consequence of the number of priests that came over to Eng-
land after the peace of Ryswick. By this law priests or Jesuits exer-
Gising their functions, or teaching, were liable to imprisonment for
life; and all catholics who within 6 months after attaining the age
of 18 refused to take the ocaths of allegiance and supremacy, and to
Subseribe the declarations against transubstantiation and the worship
°fs&inta, were declared incapable of purclmsing, inheriting, or holding
landed property. The very severity of this law had rendered it in-
Sperative, yet ite repeal excited among the more bigoted protestants,
B8pecinily in Scotland, mud among the English populace, a feeling of
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jolent animosity against the Roman catholios. Pro
were formed both in England and Scotland ; and

ordon, a younger son of the duke of Gordon, a young

tiirbulent temper, fond of notoriety, but withont. either ability
or principle, had put himself at the head of the movement, He made
many silly and violent speeches in the House of Commons, and even
went go far as to insinuate that the king himsell was at heart a
Roman catholic. On Juné 2 he assembled a vast mob in St
Gieorge's Fields, to ageompany him’ to the House with a petition
azainst the recent changes in the penal laws. Many of the membérs
of both Houses were insulted and ill treated; the mob broke into the
lobby of the House of Commons, and, knocking violently at the
door, shouted out ** No popery ! ” while lord George appeared now
and then at the top of the gallery stairs to enconrage and incile
them. There was tHen no organised police; but lord Noith, who
displayed the utmost courage and firmness, privately senb for a de-
tachment of the guards. Colonel Murray, a kinsman of lord Gieorge’s,
drew his sword and threatened to run him throngh the bedy if &
single mian of the mob entered the house. The guards arrived and
cleared the lobby. Lord Gordon’s proposal for immediate delibera-
tion was rejected by an immense majority ; and the rioters dispersed,
but not before they had burnt the chapels of the Sardinian and
Pavarian legations. On the following day (Saturday) the mob was
tolerably quiet, but on Sunday the blue cockades reassembled in
great numbers, and burnt two or three catholic chapels, On Monday
wore chapels were burnt, as well as the house of sir G. Saville in
Loicester Fields. On Tuesday, lord George having appeared in the
Touse with a blue cockade, Colonel Herbert desired him to remove
it, or threatened to do so himsclf, upon which he submitted rather
tamely. For two or three days the mob were in possession of London.
Tiereer spirits had now appeared—men who thirsted for plunder
and revolution, On Tuesday evening Newgate was broken open,
the prisoners to the number of 300 released, and the building, lately
rebuilt at & cost of 140,0001., veduced to a heap of smouldering ruins.
Glerkenwell was also entered, and the houses of three or four magis-
irates were destroyed.. Towards midnight the mob proceeded ta the
vesiderice of lord Mansfield in Bloomshury-square, destroyed all his
firuiture, and his valuable library, containing letters which he had
been collcoting nearly 50 years, with a view to write the history of his
times, Lord and lady Mansficld had barely time to escape by the
back door. On the 7th the riot was at its height, All the shops
were shut, the mob were uncontrolled masters, and most of the
prisons were forced and their inmates released. The magistrates
seemed paralysed ; and Kennett, the lord mayor, displayed a great
dereliction of dity, for which he was afterwards prosecuted and con
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while alderman Wilkes, on the contrary, was active
tumult. The king himself showed the greatest

&4ffis oceasion, Having assembled a council, he ca

“tion to be issued warning the people to keep within doors,
and intimating that the military had instructions to aect without
waiting for orders from the civil magistrates. That night London
bore the aspect of a place taken by storm.  In various quarters parties
of soldiers were firing upon the mob, and the fire was sometimes re-
turned ; people were seen removing their goods in haste and alarm
from the numerous houses which had been set on fire; and the streets
vesounded with the groans and yells of the wounded and the drunken.
Nearly 500 persons’were killed or wounded. But the riot was at an
end : next day London was tranquil. Lord George Gordon was appre-
hended on the 9th, and committed to the Tower on a charge of high
treason ; and shortly afterwards 60 or 70 of the rioters-were con-
victed, of whom 21 were executed. On this occasion Wedderburn,
the golicitor-general, was made chicf justice of the common pleas,
with the title of lord Loughborough, his predecessor De Groy having
resigmed in alarm,

§ 15. Admiral sir G. Rodney gained a signal victory this year
(Jan. 16) over the Spanish fleet off Cape St. Vincent, Eight Spanish
ships wore faken or destroyed, and only four of their fleet escaped
into Cadiz. Mo bad proviously captured a rich Spanish eonvoy in
the Bay of Biscay. But the Spaniards amply avenged their losses
by intercepting, off the Azores, our Enst and West Tndia fleets, which
lad been sent fo sea with a convoy of enly two men-of-war. These
oseaped, but nearly 60 sail of merchantmen, freighted with valuable
Careoes, were carried into Cadiz. Besides her declared enemies, Eng-
and had now to contend with the neutral powers, who, under cover
of their flags, supplied onr encmies with warlike stores. Our first
Tuarrel on this account was with the Duteh; and in Febrary the
Cmpress Catherine of Russia issued a declaration to the belligerent
Courts, in which it was insisted that free ships make free goods ; that
N0 soods are contraband, except those declared guch hy trealy
And that hlockades to be acknowledged must be cffective.  This

eelaration became the basis of the *armed neutrality” subse-
uently established between Russia, Sweden, and Denmark, to which
olland ang Prussia, and eventually Spain and France, also accaded.
Sbject was to support the claims of neutrals, if necessary, by force

i arms, Thus all the most powerful nations of Burope scemed
Tayed against England, if not actively, ab all events in a sort of
Sillen ang indirect hostility ; and before the end of the year the
h h were added to the number of her active enemies. On board
& m-=\n\enum packet that had been captured there was fonnd among
Papers of Mr. Laurens, an envoy to Holland, the plan of an alli-
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veen Holland and America, dated as far back as S T,
- lemonstrances and unegociations ensued 3 and on T

3.

{th regard to this year's campaign in America, sir I, Clinton,
eer a rather long siege, succeeded in taking Charleston, All the
American naval foree ab that place was destroyed or scized by ad-
miral Arbuthnot, and 400 guns and ‘o great quantity of stores were
captured. On the news that a French fleet, with a considerable
number of troops on board, had sailed for New England, Clinton
re-embarked for New York with a portion of his force, leaving lord
Cornwallis, with about 4000 men, to hold Charleston and South
Carolina ; and, if possible, to annéx North Carolita, General Gafes
was now approaching with a considerable army; and on August 16
an engagement ensued at Camden, in which the Americans were com-
pletely rohited and dispersed, with the loss of all their baggage. The
Vrench expedition against New England appeared off Rhode Tsland
in July ; but admiral Arbuthnot, having been reinforced by admiral
Giraves, blockaded the French in Newport harbour the remainder of
the year, Sir H, Clinton had now arrived at a just appreciation of
the war. e perceived that hLis force was not strong enongh, by
some thonsands, effectually to reduce the revolted provinees; and he
wrote home to that effect, al the same time tendering his resignation
of the command,

‘'he campaizn in Americe céased in the next year (1781), though the
war was not absolutely terminated. The lastaction, at Eutau Springs,
about 60 miles from Charleston, fought on September 8, was ene of
the sharpest: of the whole war. The American artillery was taken
and retaken several times, and several hundreds were slain. The
Baglish, who were commanded by colonel Stewart, remained masters
of the field ; yet, in spite of their apparent victory they were obliged
to retreat to Charleston Neck, and the Americans recovered the
areater part of South Carolina and Georgia.

At this junctire the count de Grasse arrived from the West Indies
with 28 sail of the line and about 4000 troops. Sir Samuel Hood
had followed him with only 14 ships; but being reinforced by admiral
Graves with 6 ships, the Frenc¢h were bronght to an action off the
const of Viiginia, September 5. ~ 4t proved indecisive, and both
Aeets then retired—the English to New. York, the French to the
Chesapeak. .

Meanwhile lord Cornwallis, with a force of 7000 'men, had taken
up a position ab York Town, an ill-fortified place, in which he was
soon sutrounded by an army of 18,000 ymen with 50 or 60 picces of
artillery, and commanded by Washington, La Fayette, and St. Simon.
The bombardment comimenced on Oetober 95 by the 14th two re-
Aonlits had been carried, and the town more clogely invested. As all
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cape was impossible, Cornwallis was now oblized

d obtained certain honours of war. With this capitu
{rican war, which had been conducted without any ade

or vigour, may be said fo have ceased : ab all events there were
no military operations afterwards,

§ 16, In other quarters the British were more suceessful, Among
the feats of arms this year was the relicf of Gibraltar by admiral
Darby. In the Chanuel the immense superiority of the combined
fleet, 49 sail of the line to 21, compelled admiral Darby to retire into
Torbay, and remain on the defensive. Here the enemy dared not to
attack him, and in September they were dispersed by some boisterous
wenther, About the same time admiml Hyde Parker, convoying a
ficet from the Baltie, fell in with a Dutch fleet and convoy off flie
Dogger Bank ; but though the Duteh admiral, Zeuthman, was beaten,
and bore away for the Texel, Parker was in no condition to pursue.
Tnt the West Indies admiral Rodney captured the Dutch island of St,
Eustatia, with an immense amount of property and ehips, The
Dutch shipping lying at Demerara and Essequibo was also cap-
tured by English privateers, and these settlements were suirendered
to the governor of Barbadoes, On the other hand, the French took
Tebago.

Tn the next session of parliament the ministers intimated their in-
tention of confining their attempts to the retaining of cerfain ports
and harbours in America. 'The tidings of fresh disasters added to
the depression of the nation. Before the close of the year the marquis
de Bouillé had retaken the island of St. Bustatia. -Shorily after-
wards wo lost Demerara and Essequibo, together with St. Kitt's,
Nevis, and Montserrat : so that of all the Leeward Tslands England
retained only Barbadoes and Antigua, A little previously an attempt
which we made upon the Duteh settlement at the Cape of Good Hope
had been frustrated. All these misfortunes were crowned by he
surrender of Minorea (Feb. 5, 1782), after an heroic defence, and
when, chiefly from the ravages of disease, only about 700 men were
left fit for duty.

On Febrnary 27, 1782, General Conway carried a resolution in the
Honse of Commons against any further attempts to reduce the in-
Srgent colonies ; aud subsequently an address to inform the sove-
Teigy that those who should advise the proseention of the war would

regarded by the House as enemics of their king and country,
On March 15, the ministry having escaped a vote of non-confidence,
Proposed by sir John Rous, only by 8 majorily of 9, lord North
Alnounced his resignation. His administeation had lasted 12 years,
r11:.1 :md hoen characterised by hm\sl.; :mdl rignruus;ltne::s‘ures, though
of B R‘ls.g] f was eminently gentle e.mul ool -ten_ip.er : _J.he marquess

ockingham now became again prime min‘ster, with lord Jolm
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as chancellor of the exchequer, admiral viscount
d of the adimniralty, the duke of Richmond master
gey the earl of Shelburne and Mr. Fox secretarics of stat®;

wiat” Conway commander-in-chief, The tory chaucellor, lord
Thurlow, retained the seals. DBurke was not admitted into the
cabinet, but was made paymaster of the forces; and a small ap-
pointment was given fo his son.s>

In the preceding year two young men of distinguished ability had
entered on the career of public life : Richard Brinsley Sheridan, and
William Pitt, the second son of lord Chatham. Sheridan’s maiden
speech was a failure; but he was not discouraged, and soon retrieved
his reputation. Piti’s first address, on the contrary, secmed to be
that of a practised orator ; and was received with applause and warm
congratulations, even by Fox and the opposition. Sheridan accepted
the place of under-sceretary of state in the new ministry; and a
choice of some of the smaller posts was offered to Pitt, but, though
only 23 years of age, he had already declared in the House of Com-
mons that he would not accept any subordinate situation.

The ministry were embarrassed at the very ontset by the state of
Ireland, where great discontent prevailed on acconnt of some alleged
commercial grievances.. The catholic question had not yet arisen,
but the question of the independence of the Irish parliament was
agitated with great warmth. The eloquent Henry Grattan, the
leader of the opposition, was a protestant. On April 16 he carried
an address to the crown declaratory of the legislative independence of
the Irish Houses. Such an independence was clearly an anomaly
which might lead to the greatest practical inconvenience: as, for
instanes, if the Trish parliament should vote for peace with a foreign
country against which England had declared war. The Euglish
ministers could not but perceive this glaring evil; but the present
state of the country rendered a breach with Ireland highly inex-
pedient, and Fox carried a motion (May 17) which, by repealing the
act 6 Geo. I., acknowledged the independence of the Irish legis-
lature. The gratitude of the Irigh was ucbounded. : They immedi-
ately passed a vote to raise 20,000 scamen, and they prevailed upon
Grattan to accept of 50,0001. for himself.

The question of parlinmentary reform had now begun to excite
eonsiderable attention in England. Lord Chatham had been its
warm advogate; and Pitt, who took up his father's views on this
subject, moved for a committee to inquire into the state of the repre-
sentation, Opinions were divided in the cabinet, but the motion
‘was negatived by 20 votes. Some mensures of reform were however
introduced by the ministry, such as a bill to prevent revenue-officers
from voling at elections, and another forbidding eontractors to git in
the Honse of Commons. A great many useless offiges were abolished,
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B.list was reduced, and the amount of secret-service L
(i

§ _lr bout this time the disgraces of England were in some

Te retrieved by a brilliant naval vietory. On April 12 admiral

Rodney succeeded in bringing the French fleet under De Grasse to an

engagement, which, with a large body of troops on board, had sailed

from Martinico to attack Jamaica, TFach fleet consisted of upwards

of 30 ships of the line. The action lasted nearly 11 hours, and was

desperately contested, but ended in the decisive victory of the English,

The Ville de Paris, carrying admiral de Grasse’s flag, the largest ship

in the French navy, together with four more first-rate vessels, was

taken, and another was sunk. Admiral Hood captured two more that

were retreating. Owing to the French vessels being erowded with

troops, they are said to have lost 8000 killed and 6000 wounded, whilst

the losson the side of the English did not excced 900. On board the

Ville de Paris were 86 chests of money to pay the soldiers, and their

whole train of artillery was on board the other captured ships. The

remainder of the French feet were scattered, and could not contrive

o reunite. Thus was Jamaica saved, The ministry had just pre-

viously recalled Rodney, with every mark of coolness and disgrace ;

but they now found themselves called upon to reward him with a

barony and a pension. An Irish barony was bestowed on Hood.
Negociations for a peace were soon after opened at Paris. Dr,

Frankliu, the American minister there, refused to treat on any other I

terms than the recognition of the independenca of the United States, !

to which also he at first added a demand for the cession of Canada,

In the midst of these negociations lord Rockingham died (July 1).

The king now sent for the earl of Shelbtrne, who accepted the office

of first lord of the treasury, upon which a large part of the ministry,

including Fox, lord John Cavendish, the duke of Portland, Burke,

and Sheridan, resigned. Under lord Shelburne, Pitt became chan~

cellor of the exchequer; Thomas Townshend and lord Grantham

Becrotaries of state, .
The combined French and Spanish fleets again swept the Channel |

this summer, yot lord Howe, with a far inferior force, contrived to

sereen from them the Fast and West India nerchantmen convoyed

by gir P, Parker. After Howe's return to Portsimouth the Royal

George, of 108 guns, reckoned the first ebip in the British navy,

having been laid slightly on her side «in order to stop a leak, was

apsized at Spithead by a squall; andeall her ports being open, im-

Wiediately sank, when a great part.of the crew, and many wonien and

childron who had como on board, as well as admiral Kempenfeldt,

Who was writing in his cabin, were drowned. Rodney's prizes also,

inclmling the Ville de Paris, unforfunately foundered on their way

from the West Indics.
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ch@ember lord Howe sailed with 34 ships of the line to
shich had now endured a memorable siege of more
“$adrs. 1t was defended by general Elliot, with a garris
S than 5000 men. They had been relicved on different occasions
by admirals Rodney and Darby, but they were at times reduced {o
such distress as to feed off vegetables and even weeds. In the spring
of 1781 the bombardment was terrible. It is computed that the
enemy fired 56,000 Lalls and 20,000 ghells from the middle of April
till the end of May, yet the casemates afforded so effectual & pro-
tection that only 70 men were killed. The bombardment was relaxed
during the summer, but renewed again in the autumn. On the night
of November 26 Elliot made a sortie with 2000 men. The Spaniards
were taken by surprise, and fled on all sides; their works were de-
stroyed, their guns spiked, their ammunition blown up. Itwaslong
before the bornbardment was renewed, and then not with the previous
vigour. Farly in 1782 the Spaniards were encouraged by the arrival
of De Crillon, the victor of Minorca, who assumed the chiel com-
mand. The total French and Spanish force now collected before
Gibraltar amounted to 83,000 men, with 170 pieces of heavy artillery.
The English had likewise been reinforced, and had a garrison of 7000
men, with 80 guns of large calibre. The siege now attracted the eyes
of all Europe. The comte d’Artois and duke of Bourben came {rom
Paris to share the expected glory of its termination. Charles of Spain
was accustomed to ask every morningron waking, “Is ib taken 2"
and to the invariable ¢ No,” invariably replied, *It will be soon.”
De Crillon, decming the land-side impregnnble, caused some immense
floating batteries to be constructed, mounted with 142 guns; and on
the morning of September 13 & fire was opened on the English works
at a distance of about 600 yards, the batteries on the land-side playing
at the same time, All day the terrible bombardment continued, but
towards evening the effect of the red-hot shot from the English
batterics bogan to tell. Before midnight one of the largest floating
batteries, as well as the Spanish flag-ghip Pastora, was in flames.
The light served to direct the aim of the besieged, and at last every
one of the battering-ships was on fire, The enemy lost 1600 men
on this cceagion. Soon after lovd Howe entered the bay, and the
combined floet did not venture to attack him. The siege was con-
tnued till the peace in 1783, but only nominally. General Elliot,
on hig return to England in 1787, was raiscd to the peerage as lord
Heathfield * of Gibraltar.

§ 18.8As Trance and Spain seemed desirous of continuing the war,
lord Shelburne hastened to renew the negociations for a separate
treaty with America; and though the terms of the American alliance

# The titlo becamne extinet on the death of the gecond lovd Heathfield in
1813,
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fice, which had been carried outin the most liberal s
fhe/country, strictly precluded a separate peace, yet, as
3 &/that the continuance of the war for any object beyon
bedaofiition of the independence of the American States could serve
only French or Spanish interests, Dr. Franklin, and the other three
American comrmissioners in Paris, did not hesitate to respond to the
advances of the British government. Articles were signed on No-
vember 80, 1782, the chicf of which were the recognition of the inde-
pendence of the United States, an advantageous arrangement of their
boundaries, and the concession of the right of fishing on the banks of
Newfoundland. Great Britain vecognised and satisfied the claims of
the American loyalists to the extent of nearly ten millions sterling
for losses of real or personal property, and of 120,0004 per anmum
in life annuities for loss of ineome in trades or professions—a splendid
instance of good faith after so expensive a war. In England the
treaty was received with various feclings. It was nob till June
1785, that George 111, had an interview with Mr. Adams, the first
minister from the United States, which naturally oceasioned con-
siderable emotion on both sides. ‘The king received Mr, Adams with
affability and frankness. He remarked that he wished it to be under-
stood in Americs, that, though he had besn the last to consent to a
geparation, he would be the first to weleome the friendship of the
United States as an independent power,

During the Christmas recess the mitiisters exerted themselves to
bring to a close the negociations with France and Spain. The latter
power at first insisted on the restoration of Gibraltar, and lord Shel-
burne seemed not nnwilling to exchange it against Porto Rico, whilst
his colleagues required the addition of Trinidad. DBuf since its gal-
lant defence the. licart of the nation was fixed on that barren rock;
lord Shellmrne perceived that to cede it would bring great unpopu-
lavity upon the ministry, and lie informed the Spaniards that no
terms would tempt to its surrender. The Spanish court were i~
dignant; but finding they wore not backed by France, they sullenly
acquiesced, and the preliminaries of & peace between the three
tountries were signed at Versailles, Jannary 20, 1783, England
restored St. Lucia and ceded Tobago to France, receiving in rotum
Grenada, St. Vineent, Dominica, Nevis, and Montserrat. In Afriea
England yielded Senegal and Goree, retaining Fort James and the
 ¥iver Gambia. Tn India the Fronchsecovered Chandemagore, Pondi-
cherry, Mahé, and the Comptoir of Surat. French pride was gwati-
fied by the abrogation of the articles in tho treaty of Utrecht relaiive
to {l6" demolition of Dankirk—a place which no outlay whatsoever
eould have rendered capable of reteiving shipe of the line.

To Spain were ceded Minorca and both the Floﬁdm_g.wbile king
Oliarles guaranteed to England the right of entting logwood within
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jotndaries to be hereafter determined, and agreed to
fidéncd and the Bahamas. The latter however were re
“helare*tHe suspension of hostilities. Some months affer a treaty
was also concluded with the Dutch on the hasis of mutual resti=
tution,

CHRONOLOGY OF REMARKABLE EVENTS.

LD, AD.
1760. Accession of George TI1. 1775. Commencement of the American
1761, The Family Compact between War of Independence. Dattles
France, S8pain, and Naples. of Lexington and Burker's
y»  Resignation of Pitt, Hill.
1762. Lord Bute prime minister. 1776. American declaration of independ-
» War with Spain. ence.
1763, Pence of Patis. Endof the Seven | 1777, Capitulation of Saratdga.
Years' War. 1778. Alliance between America and
s Resignation of Bute. George France,
Grenville prime minister. s War with Franee,
w Arrest of Wilkes on a © general sy Death of lord Chatham.
warrant.” 1779. War with Spain.
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quess of Rockingham prime cent.
minister. 1781, Capitulation of lord Cornwallis
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Act. 1782, Resignation of lord North., Mar-
3 Resignadon of Mockingham. quess of Hockingham prime
53 Pitt created earl Chatham. His minister a second time.
second ministry., Duke of |© ,, ‘Irish pariiament declared inde-
Grafton at the head of the pendent.
treasury. ,»  lodney's vietory over Do Grasse
1767. An act to levy a tax on tea and in the West Indies.
other articles in America. ,» Death of the marguess of Rock-
*768. Resignation of Chatham. ingham.
»  Duke of Grafton continues at the s Lord 8helburne prime minister,
treamury. and Pitt chancellor of the ex-
+ 1769, Repeal of the taxes imposed upon ehequer,
America in 1767, with the ex- ,»  Cibraltar relieved by lord Flowe
eeption of the duty upon tea. after n siege of thiee years.
1770. Resignationof thedakeofGrafton. | ,, [Recognition of'the independence
s Lordl North prime minister. of the United Btates.
1572. Popular cutbreak at Boston. 1788. Peace of Versailles,
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§ 1. Coalition ministry. Fox's India Bill. Pitt prime minister, His India
Bill. § 2. Impeachment of Warren Ifastings, Affairs of India &ill his
governor-generalship,  Vote of censure on lord Clive. His suicide. § 8.
Administration of Warren Hastings. § 4. His extortions in Oude. Charges
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§ 1. "Tug war had added upwards of 100 millions to the na#:icma]

delit, and the country was so exhansted tnat it would have been Wf,_pfu,’{
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Zd 8000 men on any foreign expedition, These pa
/, avkre not generally known ; and when the conditions
P fyé communicated to the parliament, they were receive
e Hppisition with a perfect storm of disapprobation. The cession

of Chandernagore and Pondicherry was especially the object of ani-

madversion. The ministers having been twice left in minorities in

the Commons, lord Shelburne resigned. The state of parties rendered

it difficult to form a new administration. Mr. Pitt declined the task,

and for some weeks there was a sorb of interregnum. A€ length a

coalition ministry was formed. The duke of Portland, a man of

small abilities, became first lord of the treasury. The virtual

ministers were lord North and Fox, the secretaries of state; yet only

a litlle previously Fox had publicly declared that, if ever he could

be persnaded to act with lord North, he should consider himself

worthy of eternal infamy! Their power, however, was not of long

duration. In November Fox brought in a bill to reform the govern-

ment of India, which passed the Commons, but was rejected by the

T.ords. The ministers, having a large majority in the former Hopse,

did noet think it necessary to vesign; bub the king, who had always

viewed the coalition with disgust, sent messages to lord North and

Fox requiring them to deliver up the geals. Mr, Pitt, as first lord of

the treasury and chancellor of the exchequer, now became the head

of & ministry of which the principal members were lord Thurlow,

chaneellor ; earl Gower, president of the eouncil; the duke of Rut-

land, privy seal; lord Caermarthen and lord Sydney, secretaries of

gtate ; and lord Howe, first lord of the admiralty.

Pitt, like his predecessors, was defeated on a bill which he intro-
duced to regulate the government of India ; but he resorted to a dis-
solution, and the elections, which took place in April, 1784, seoured
a large majority for the ministry. In August he succeeded in carry-
ing his bill, the main feature of which was the creation of the Board
of Control, consisting of six privy councillors nominated by the king,
who, with the principal secretaries of state and the chancellor of the
exchequer, were to be commissioners for India, with supreme control
over the civil and military government and the affairs of the com-
pany, Pitt also adopted some measures to remedy the disordered
slale of the finanecs, and imposed various new taxes, amounting to_
nearly a million per annum. In the following y¢ar he brought in a
BiL for a reform of parliament, which was supported by some of his
opponents, and opposed by some of his supporters, but finally lost
by & majority of 74, The publie at that period took little interest in
tha subject, and it was not resumed.

Geerge prince of Wales, the king's eldest son, had: atlained his
majority in 1782, when he had a separate establishment assigned him,
with Carlton house as a tesidence, which stood in Pall 3all. on the




Y
a@v occupied by the duke of York’s column. Like n
. Jieirs-apparent, he had thrown himself into, the ranks
sifdon, from which his friends were chiefly selected, as lord Noreh,
05 Burle, Sheridan, Windham, Erskine, and others. By improving
18 residence, by losses ab the gaming-table and on the turf, as well
48 by other expenses incident to his station, and %o a youthful prince
of gy and voluptuouns habits, he had contracted a large amount, of
debt; and such was his distress that in 1786 an execution was put
into his house for the sum of 600 The king, whose resular and
moral habits led him to view the prince’s course of IMe with Ligh
disapprobation, refused to assist him, especially as it was believed
that he had contracted a private mariage, contrary fo the Royal
Marriage Ao, with Mrs. Titzherbert, a Roman catholie lady ‘of great
Personal charmis, correct conduet, and elegant manners, The prince
Was obliged to reduce his establishment, sell off all his horses, and
Suspend the works at Carlton house. At length the prince’s embar-
Tassments were forced upon the notice of Mr. Pitt by the epposition ;
and: to ayoid a threatened motion upon the subject, the king ins
Structed the minister to propose, on the understanding that the
Prince would reform his expenditure, an increase of 10,0004 per
annum to his income, together with the sum of 161,0001, for the dis~
charge of his debts, and 20,000¢, for the works at Carlton house.

§ 2. Tn 1786 Burke brought forward his colebrated impeachment
of Warren Hastings. In order to understand this subject it will Lo
Hecessary briefly to resume the history of affairs in Tndin.® During
the absence of (live great disorder had prevailed, The government
had fallen into the hands of Mr. Vansittart, father of lord Dexley,
Who was by no means competent to conduct it. The native princes
eould no longer be kept in subjection ; the servants of the ‘company
Were amagsing great wealth by bribery and extortion, whilst the com-
Pany itsell -was on the verge of bankruptey. In May, 1765, lord
Clive again landed at Calontts, having, after au arduous struggle,
Obtained the appointment of governor and commander-iu-chief in
Bengal, Thero was as yet no central government: and the three
Presidencies of Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay were on a footing of
Jealous rivalvy. Ulive fist applied himself to remedy the abuses in
the company’s service. Ho mads the civil offioars bind themsolves
S Writing to accept no more presents from the native princes; and
b0 ordered the military to relinquish tho dogble datta, or additionsl
allowanges, granted to them by Meer Jafﬁér\ after thy lattle of
Pl"&*}"- This order produced a mutidy, Neatly 200 offeérs, aud
fmong them sir Robert Fluteler, the segond in’command, congpired

2 thraw up their commissions on the sante day, ‘Clive immediately
Nmiml to the camp at Monghir; and im\’illg_%ﬂﬂﬂllhlﬁl. the (’lﬂiﬂ(‘.t‘s’

& B p. 6330
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. to them the gnilt of their conduct, declared his re. i I
[0

xd the mutiny, and to supply the place of the mutinee
: afficers from Madras, or even by the clerks and civil gervan
hé—eompany. He then cashiered sir R. Flotcher, and caused the
ringleaders to be arrested and sent to Caleutta for trial. The rest
now entreated to be allowed to recall their resignations—a request
which was in most instances granted, buf only as an act of grace
and favour, whilst the vacancies were supplied by a judicious pro-
motion of subalterns, Clive also placed the jurisdiction of the
company on 4 satisfactory footing ; and procured from Shah Alum,
emperor of Dellii, a deed conferring on them the sole administration
of the provinces of Bengal, Orissa, and Bahar. Clive returned to
England in January, 1767.
In his ahsence affairs again went wrong. In the Madras presi-
- dency Hyder Ali, founder of the ki_ngdom of Mysore, the most
daring and skilful enemy the English bad ever encountered in India,
finding his advances neglected by the company, joined the Mahratta
chieftains, threatened the capital itself, and extorted an advantageous.
peace. The company’s trade suffered to such an extent that in the
spring of 1769 India stock fell 60 per cent. In 1770 Bengal was
affiicted by a famine which is computed to have carried off one-third
of the inhabitants. The disasters and misrule in India, and the
declining state of the company’s affairs, ab length attracted the atten-
tion of government, and commitiees of inquiry were appointed in
1772. In the spring of the following year lerd North, by the act
called the Regulating Act, made several reforms in the constitution
of the company, both with regard to the court at home and the
management ‘of affairs in India. The most 1emarkable feature of
this act was that the governor of Bengal was invested with authority
over the other presidencies, and with the title of govemor-general
of India, but he was himself subjected to the control of his council.
Warren Hastings, who had been appointed to the government of
Bengal in the previous year, was the first governor-general of India,
In the game year general (then colonel) Burgoyne, who afterwards
contributed to the loss of our empire in the West, moved a voto of
cemsnre on the man who had established our efhpire in the East.
Olive's wealth, and his magnificent seat at Claremont, had attraaled
envy; and there were circumstances in his extreordinary earcer which
might afford a handle to malignity. Such especially was his sanc-
Licning the forgery of admiral Watson’s signature in order fo deceive
the traitor Omichund, who had threatened to reveal the conspiracy
1o dethrone Surajah Dowlah, though Clive does not appear to have
derived any private advantage from the act. This and other matters
were objected to lim, whilst all his eminent servioes seemed to be
forgotten or overlocked. Burgoyne carried the first part of his reso”
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szdffirming certain matters of fact that had been provi
0 5/ the second part, censuring bim for having abused his 3
Was pogatived ; and, on the motion of Wedderbum, it was
added to the resolutions carried, “ that Robert, lord Clive,
¢ the same time render great and meritorious serviees, to his
country.” Bat the faunts to which he had been subjected had surik
deep into his mind 3 he was accustomed to complain that'he had been
examined like a gheep-stealer; and his melancholy temperament,
which even in early youth had displayed itself in an attempt at
suicide, now further aggravated by ill health, and perhaps also by a
life of inagtion, led him: to lay viclent hands'on himself (Nov. 1774)
bafore he had attained his 50th year. Y 5 . Fpey el
~ § 8, The administration of Warren, Hastings was also able and
bencficial. He reformed and improved the revenucs of India; he
transferred the government of Bengal to the company, leaving only a
phantom. of power at Moorshedabad ; he resumed the possossion of
Allahabad and Corah, and discontinued the tribute fo Shah Alum.
But his measures for replenishing the company’s treasury were not
always marked by scrupulous honour. The vizier of Oude being
desirous of subjugating the neighbouring country of Rohileund,
Hastings did not hesitate to lend Him some Dritish bayonets for that
Purpose, in consideration of a payment of 40 lacs of rupees when the
conquest should bave been accomplished. Bub the mpeasures of
lastings were impeded and disconcerted by his conneil. In October
1774, general Clavering, colonel Monson, and Mr. Philip Francis
@rtived in India, having been appointed members of the governor
general’s council, These men were utterly ignorant of Iidian
affairs, yeot they united together in opposing every measure of
1astings) Jrincis was their leader, ‘and he and his confederatos
formed {he majority of the council, which consisted, besides them,
only of Hastings' himself and Mr. Barwell. Thus they were able
10 control all the stops of the governor, and to wrest from him
'8 patronage ; nay, they even took steps to bring him to trial
o0 & eharge of corruption, but Hasiings refused to. submit to theie
Mrisdiction, He afterwards prosecuted in the mupreme court sowe
; ‘the natives who had been incited to accuse him; and in August,
i ?{53 one of them, the Rajah Nuncomar, was hanged. By this
th 2ive step Hastings recovered the respect of the natives, of which
© conduct of the council had deprived him.

After the death of colonel Monson, in Septeraber, 1776, Hastings
“®0Vered his anthority in the conndil, by virtue of his casting vote,
Yempts were made both in Indis and at home to deprive him of the

-ﬁo"“ﬂm]em, but without snecess ; and- when the war with Franee
‘Si)l];e' onb in 1778, it was lolt, even by his enemies, that his grent
s boyld not bo spared, It was under his nuspices, and with

eF 2
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bsiskance of sir Hector Munrto, that Chandernagore, Pondi
i other French settlements in India, were captured.
sxpidition against the Mahratta chiefs proved not €0 fortunate, The
Dritish force, hemmed in at Wargaum, was obliged to capitulate, on
gondition of restoring all the conquests made from the Mahrattas
since 1756. All India seemed now combining againsb us. Hyder
ATi availed himself of our entanglement in the Mahrattas to overrun
the Madras presidency ; a body of 3000 of our troops, under colonel
Baillie, was surprised and cut to pieces, Munro, ab the head of
£000 more, only saved himself by o precipitate flight ; all the open
country lay at Hyder's mercy.; and the smoke of the burning vil-
lages around struck alarm into the capital iteelf. At this juncture
Hastings signally displayed his genius and presence of mind, He
immediately atandoried his favourite scheme of the Mahratta war,
and, conceding to the chiefs the main points at issue, tendered offers
rot only of peace but even of alliance. He then despatehed every
available soldier in Bengal, under the command of sir Eyre Coote,
by whose military genius he was ably scconded, to the rescue of
Madras, Coote defeated Hyder Ali in a great hattle at Porto Novo,
July 1, 1781, and again in August at Pollilore. These vietories
Jed to the recovery of the open country, and saved the Carnatic.
After agnin defeating Hyder Ali at Arnce, in 1782, Coote retired
awhile to Caleutta. In December of that year Hyder died, and
Coote, anxions to measare swords with his gon and successor Tippoo,
proceeded in 1783 to the Camatic. The vessel in which he sailed
was chased two days and nights by some French men-of-war.
Coote’s ansiety lkept him constantly on deck; his feeble health
received a fatal blow, and two days after landing at Madras he
expired. 4

§ 4, The exertions for the telief of Madras had cxhausted the
yosources of Bengal; yet the India proprietors at home expeoted
farge Temittances. In order fo raise them Hastings had recourse 10
the feudatary rajahs, and above all to Cheyte Sing, rajah of Benaress
fror whom he cxtorted an exorbitant fine of 500,0001. for haying
delayed to pay 50,000, He is said also to have received from thid
rajeh two lacs of rupees for his private use, which he seems to havé
retained some time, and then to have placed to the credit of the
company, But the worst feature in his conduet was his treatmon’
of the Tegnms of Oude. The government had large claims %
Asaph ul Dowlali, nabob vizier of Oude, to satisfy which Hasting®
corapelled him to extort large sums from the Begums, his mothe?
and grandmother, the mother aud widow of Sujah Dowlah; althouf
Asaph ul Dowlah, after revionsly wringing large sums from then’s
had signed a treaty, sanctioned by the council of Bengal, by “"?Icﬂ

he pledged himsell to make no further demands upon than.
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Eowever, had been made contrary to the wish of II

1ig authority in the council was controlled, and he now
aedAt. In order to extort the money from the Begnms, tWwo
dged cunuchs, their principal ministers, were thrown into prison and
deprived of all food fill they consented to reveal the place where the
treasure of the princesses was conccaled. Tortures and other
severitios were continued through the year 1782, till upwards of a
million sterling hiad been extorted.

Hastings cqneluded n peace with Tippoo in the antumn of 1788,
on the basis of mutual restitution, and then proceeded to Eucknow
to tranquillise, that district, Towards the close of 1784 he
announced his intention of retiring ; and when he sailed for England
in the spring of 1785, peace prevailed throughout India. ~ Mr.
M‘Pherson, senior member of the council, succeeded to the vacant
government, till in February, 1786, lord Cornwallis was appointed
governor-general.

Such were the chief transactions which gave rise to the impeach-
ment bafore alluded to of Warren Hastings by Burke, who brought
forward 22 articles, comprehending a great variety of charges. The
first, on the subject of the Rolrilla war, was negatived by a consider-
nble majority, and the whole impeachment seemed to be upset. Tt
on May 13th Fox moved the charge respecting Cheyte Sing and the
Progecdings at Benares; when Pitt, after a speech which at first
appeared quite to exculpate Hastings, concluded by observing that
he had acted in an arbitrary and tyrannical manner in imposing &
fine 5o shamefully exorbitant. This conclusion teolk the House by
Surprigs, aud in a division the impeachment was voted. Nothing
further was done in the matter till February 1787, when Sheridan
moved the Onde charge in & most brilliant speech. This motion
Was also supported by Pitt, and an impeachment voted,  Other
Articles were subsequently carried, and Burke, accompanicd by a
great number of members, proceeded to the bar of the House of
Lurds, and impeached Hastings of high crimes and misdemeanours ;
Whereupon he was committed to custody, but reloased on bail.  Wo
8hall hiere anticipate the result of this impeachment. The trial did
ot commenco till the spring of 1788, and lasted seven years, whon

astings was acquitted by a large majority on all the ebarges.
Whatever ma v bo thought of the acts which he committed for the
Miterest of the Tast India CUompany, his personal disinterestodnoss
ag proved hy the fact that ho was indéhted to'the botmty of the

Tectors for thy means of passing: the rempinder of his days in a
Manner heeoming his high station,

§5. In 1788 the king was seized with a violent illness, whick

minated in symptoms of lunacy, o that in October it became
Beosisary to subjoot him to medical treatment; apd he was put
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care of Dr, Willis, who was both a physician and

=an/ * In this seclusion of the erown Fox insisted on the explufii
ohitpf the prince of Wales to be appointed regent—a position which

triumphantly refuted. Not however that he opposed the nomi-
nation of the prince; he merely denied that he had any natural or
logal right without the authority of parliament. Comumittees were
appointed in both Houses to search for precedents; but whilst the
bill for a regency was in progress the king's convalescence was
announced, February 1789,

~  An event was npw impending which was to shake Enrope to its
foundations, To all outward appearance France was in a most
prosperous condition. She was at peace with all Europe; she had
achieved a trimmnph over England, her ancient rival, by helping to
emancipate Ler rebellious colonies; yet she was herself on the brink
of a terrible cohvnlsion. To trace the causes, or to detail the events,
of the French Revolution, comes not within the scope of this book ;
and we shall here confine our view to those results which, from the
vicinity of the two countries, and the constant intercourse between
them, could not fail to produce a great effect in England. The
French had heen regarded in England as the slaves of an absolute
monarch, and the first efforts of the revolution were looked upon by
a large number of persons in this country as the first steps towards a
system of constitutional froedom, The storming of the Bastile was
almost as much applanded in London as in Paris, But the burn-
ings, the plundering, the murders which ensned, by which the
politest nation in the world seered to be degrading iteelf by acts
which wonld disgrace a horde of savages, soon alienated most
English hearts. The inoculation of the political virus embittered
party feeling in England; the names of democrnt and aristocrat
bade fair to supplant those of whig and tory ; and a stronger line of
demarcation was drawn between political sections, Iriends who
had long acted together now parted for ever; and in particnlar the
geparation of Burke from Fox and his party was conspicuous from
the genius and eminence of the men, The congratulations addressed
to the Nationel Assembly of France by a club in London, called the
Revolution Society, eatablished to commamorate the Revolution of
1683, under the signnture of earl Stnnlmpe, their chairman, incited
Burke to publish his ¢ Reflections on the Revolution in France, and
on the Proceedings of certain Societios in T.ondony in which, in the
most eloquent and impressive hlngfmge, he denourieed the provecd-
{ngs in France, and almost prophetically foretold the future destinies
of that conntry. This publication called forth miany attacks ana
answers, of which the most remarkable were Thomas Paine’s * Rights
of Man,” and the ¢ Vindicie Gullice’ of Sir James Magintosh., The
firmer 12 written in 2 coarse but foreible style; the latter in elegant

o
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ghed language extenuates the most atrocious excess

aid Ahiat they are the necessary concomitants of all revol

on sufficiently refuted by our own, and especially by that of
These three works produced a prodigions effect on public
opinion in England, and became as it were the avsenald from which
men of different parties drew their weapons of attack and defence.
It was not, however, till May, 1791, in a debate concerning Canada,
that Burke, in a powerful and affecting speech, publicly separated
from Fox,

§ 6. The sect of the Unitarians were the most ardent admirers
of the French Revolution. Dr, Priestley, a leading member of if,
Droposed to celebrate at Birmingham the anniversary of the capture
of the Bastile by a dinner, which was prepared on the appointed day
(July 14, 1791) at an hotel in the town, in spite of the plainest
symptoms of an intended riot. The party of upwards of 80 gentle-
men were reccived with hisses by thé mob; the windows of the
hotel were smashed ; two meeting-houses were destroyed, as well
a8 the dwelling of Dr. Priestley, together with his valuable library
and philosophical instruments, and the manuscripts of works which

cost him years of labour, Several persons were apprehended
for this disgraceful riot, and thres were executed.

The decree of the Constituent Assembly, September 14th, 1701,
Wresting Avignon and the Venaissin from the pope, showed that the

ch, after tho overthrow of their own govermment, would ‘Cease
%o respect the territorial rights of others, and inspired alamm in Ger-
Miany, The emperor Leopold and the king of Prussia, attended hy
many of their chief nobility, had a confererice in Augusi ab Pilnitz,
near Dresden, towards the conclusion of which the eount d"Artois,
brother of Lonis X VI., and several of the leading French emigrants,
Who had passed over in great nwmbers into Gormany, unexpectedly
Presented themselves, and pressed for the forcible re-estabiishment
of order in France. Hopes of suecour were held out, and Tusgin,
Spain, and the prindipal states of Italy, subsequently declared their
adherenee to the emperor's views. England alone observed a striot
Reutrality. Dut the war was begun by ¥rance, Leopold died in
March, 1792, and Dumouriez, the minister for forcign affairs in the
Jacobin administration which had now beer foreed upon the king -
of France, demanded from Loopold’s son Joseph, now king of Hun-
Bary and Bohemis, an explanation of his views with regard to
tancs, His answers being considettd evasive, war was declared
Agninst Lim March 20th, An army of Austrians and Prussians
how toak the field under the command of the duke of Brunswick,
who on July 25th published, ageinst his own better judament, that
Mlconsidered manifesto which probably hastened the dethronemant
W fnrder of Lonis XVI. 1he irritating and offensive language
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ifesto was not supported by vigorous action. The

4 of the king, the massacres of September in Paris, the defea
alyeand finally the retreat of the duke of Brunswick, followed Tt
mpid cnecession.

Theas events occasioned a great ferment in London, The militia
wis cmbodied, the Tower was fortified and guarded, A numerous
meeting of merchants, bankers, and traders signed a loyal declara-
tion, pledging themselves to mphold the constitution. The execu-
tion of the French king, January 21st, 1703, awoke a still deeper
gensation througliont the country. The Itrench ambassador was
dismissed, and immediate hostilities were anticipated. The ancient
jealousies and rivalries belween the two nations still subsisted, in
spite of the imitation of Knglish fashions, and some ill-understood
admiration of English literature, which had been introduced into
France by the duke of Orleans, and which had obtained the name of
Anglo-mania. The French had displayed their willingness to inter-
fere in the domestic affairs of other conntries, by the decree of
November 19th, 1792, declaring themselves ready to fraternize with
all nations desirous of recovering their liberty.  In England various
wmeetings and societies had voted congratulatory addresses to the
French on their proceedings : Monge, the French minister of marine,
in a cireular letter of December 31, 1792, distinetly avowed the
notion of flying to the assistance of the English republicans against
their tyrannical government : and on February & the French declared
war against England and Holland.

§ 7. Nearly the whale of Kurope was now arrayed against the
French, who had niot a singlo ally; yet the vigour of their measures
enabled them to disconcert the ill-conceived and dilatory schermes of
the allies, In a short time they had no fewer than 8 armies on foot 3
bub into the detail of military operations we cannot enter, eveil
briefly, furdhier than England is concerned, In the course of the
spring (1793) 10,000 Dritish froops under the duke of York landed
at Ostend 3 and having joined the imperial army under the prince
of Coburg, assisted to defeat the French at St, Amand.. The success
of the attack on the French camp at Famars, May 28rd, was chiefly
uwing to the British division, which turned the encmy’s right. They
were next employed in the siege of Valenciennes, which surrendered
July 26th, The duke of York subscquently undertook the siege ol
Dunkirk, but without suceess ; lie was obliged to retreat upon Furnes,
ahd in November the armies went into winter quarters. In the Easl
snd West Indics the Fnglish arms were more sucoessful. In the
frmer, Chandernagore, Pondicherty, and one or two smaller French
settlemnents foll info our hands ; in the latier, Tobago, as well as Bt.
Pioreo and Miquelon near Newfoundland, were captured, but the
attowpts on Martinico and St. Damingo failed, \

[
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2
T same year tho insurrection at Toulon was aided by b
sfue/in the Mediterranean under the eommand of lord H

of 18 sail of the line lay in Toulon harbour ; but after o littla
show of resistance Hood and the Spanish commander took possession
of the place in the name of Louis XVIL « General O'Hara arrived
from Gibraltar with reinforcements, and assumed the command,
But aven {hen the garrison was too small for the defence of Toulon
fAgainst a hesieging army of 30,000 men, especially as they had to
strugole with jealousies and dissensions among themselves and
treachery on the part of the inhabitants. It was on this scene that
firat appeared the extraordinary man who was to wield for a brief
beriod the destinies of Europe, Napolcon Bonapatte, then a chef de
batuillon, was despatched to Toulon by the Committee of Public
Safety as second in command of the artillery ; but o siege was in
reality conducted by his advice, By degrees, the heights which
Swrround the place were captured by the French; and when the
eminence of Pharon fell into ‘their hands Toulon was no longer
tenable. Beforo retiring it was determined to burn the flect and
arsenal ; a task which was intrusted to the Spanish under admiral
Langara, and a body of British under captain sir Sydney Smith::
but owing to'the remissness of the former the operation was badly
conducfed. Nevertheless 8 sail of the line and 12 frigates were
carried to England, and 9 eail of the line and some smaller vessels
burnt by sir S. Smith, The allies also carried off as many of the
rovalist inhabitants as possible, to save them from the vengeance
of the republican army, 5

' § 8. In September Garnier dos Saintes proposed and carried in
the Conyention a vote denouncing Pitt as an enemy of the human
race, T'his patron of mankind wished to add to the resolution
that anybody had o right to assassinate the English minister; but
the Convention was not quite preparved to adopt so abominable a
doctrine, The manufactures of Great Britain were strictly prohi-
bited in France; and it was ordered that all Dritish subjects in
whatever part of the ropublic should be arrested, and their pro.
Perty confiscated. :

The proparations for the eampaign of 1794 seomed to promise some-
thing of importance. Tha F'rench had three armies on their northemn
frontier, those of the North, the Rhineyand the Moselle, amounting fo
500,000 men, and mosily animated with an onthusiastic spirit, Vul-
taire, “one of the literary patriarehs of the Revolution, had langhed
nt the Bnglish shooting admiral Byng, “pour encournger les nutros

ut the Froneh themselves had on this oceasion provided a little
Stimulys for defective patriotsm or valour. An ambulatory guil-
Gtine, under the superintendonce of 8t. Just and Le Bas, aceom-
2r38
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; of the French army, and in cases of failure jit
“pto operation. The forces of the allies were also large,
illesior to the French., The emperor commanded in person
140,000 mien, and had besides an army of 60,000 Austrians on the
Rhine; the Prussians amounted to 65,000; the duke of York was
at the head of 40,000 British and Hanoverians; and thero was also
# body of 32,000 emigrants and others. But division reigned among
the allies. Austria and Prussia were jealous of each other, and
inten$ on objects of selfish aggrandisement, to which the affairs of
France wers quite subordinate. Prussia demanded and received
large subsidies from England, nor would Russia move an army with-
out the sama support.

The plan of the campaign was to tako Landrecies and advance
upon Paris. The siege was assigned to three divisions of the allied
army, under the duke of York, the prince of Coburg, and the here-
ditary prince of Orange. There was much mancuvring along the
whole line of frontier, from Luxembourg to Nieuport, and several
skirmishes and battles atfended with varions success, The most
reznarkable of these was the battle of Turcoing. The object was to
eut off the loft wing of the French and drive them towards the
when thoy must have sutrendered. The emperor superintended the
attaek in person, which was made with 90,000 men ; but the opera-
tion proved a failure in consequence of the various divisions not
ardving ab the appointed time, On the following morning, May
18th, tha duke of York was surrounded at Turcoing by superior
bodies of French, who fock 1500 prisoners and 50 guns, but left
4000'men on the field, The dulke himself escaped only through the
feotness of hig horse. The British troops retrieved this disgrace o
few days afterwards at Pont Achin i Where Pichegrn, with 100,000
e, made a general attack on the right wing of the allies. The
batfle had raged from & a.ar, to 8 P, and the allies were bezinning
to give way, when the duke of York despatched to thetr suppert 7
battalions of Anstrians and the 25d brignde of British infantry.
The latter thraw themselves into the centre of the French army
bayonet in band, and completely routed them. The Convention
werd g0 alarmed 8t the display of British valowr on thig and ather

| Goeauions, that they passed o dastardly and ferocions decree wrdering
fhat ¥ future no quarter should be given to British or Manoverians,

T Put st of the Fronch gencrals were unwilling to excoute i,
— On June 26th the allica wore totally deftated on the plging of
. Flsurng and compelled to retreat. Tihis buttle séaled the fate of
Flanders, nearly all tic towns of which fell into the bauds of ilie
of Troueh. " Tod by genarls Moregu, Jourdun, and Pichegrn, thay
Were eqfully sucoossful on the Rhine and wherever they wers en-
ngod. During this e the Reign of Terror was in full vigour in
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ange 5 but it was drawing towards its close, aud on J
dtobespierre was executed. y

The prines of Orange and duke of York had been compelled gras
dually to retire before the overwhelming armies of the French.
Towards winter they entered Amsterdam, and o liftle afterwards
the duke resigned his command to general Walmoden and returned
to England. The Dutch had determined to defend themselves by
inundating the country; but of this resource they were deprived
by a severe frost. The French crossed the rivers and canals on the }
jce; and then was beheld the singular spectacle of a fleet frozen |
up at the entrance of the Zuyder Zee capturcd by land forces and\
artillery., The Stadtholder and a great number of Dutch of theT
higher classes fled to England, The Dritish troops, unable to main-
tain their position in the provinee of Utrecht, retreated towards

Vestphalia, enduring the most dreadful sufferings, both from the
Tigour of tho season and the barbarity of their allics, who plundered,
insulted, and sometimes murdered the sick and wounded. They
at length reached Bremen, and embarked for England in March,
A large portion of the Dutch nation were willing to fraternize with
the French, and the whole of Holland submitted to them almost
without resistance. .

§9. As in the preceding year, the disastors of England on the
continent were in a greab degree compengated by her naval sue-
coszes nnd het victories in other quarters. In the smumer Corsica
was taken by admiral lord Hood and annexed to the Eritish erown 3
but in the following year the French recovered it by a revolt of
the inhabitants. In this expedition colonel Moore and captain
Nelson highly disfinguished themselves. At the siege of Calvi, Nelson
reopived a wound which destroyed the sight of his right eye. Pub
the most brilliant victory of the year was that gained by lord Howe.
The French had resolved to dispute the sovereignty of the sens,
and had prepared gt Brest a flect of 26 ships of the line, com-
marded by Jean Bon 8t. André, once a calvinist minister. Howe
fell in with thern May 28th with about the same number of vessels;
but in weight of metal the French were much superior, having
1200 guns to onr 1012, A gencral engagrment ensted on Jude 1at,
when after an hour's hard fighting Howe succseded in breaking
the Trench line, The Fronch admiral then made for port, fullowed
by all the ships capable of carrying sail : seven ships were captured
and ot sunk during the notion. Tor this vietory lord Howe and \
the flect received the thanks of pardisment; London was illumi- |
pated threo nights ; and the king and queen, aocompanied by seme
of the younger branches of the roysl family, visited the fluit at
Spithead, when the kiug presented Howe with a magnificent sword
st in diamonds, Suocess also attended our arms in the West Indics,
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Y
x_% ral sir John Jervis and Yent.~general siv Charles
Martinique, St. Lucie, and Les Saintes, Dub an att
aethie Trencli portion of St. Domingo proved a failure.

§70. In England attempts were made this year by seditious
admirers of the French revolution to excite disturbances; but the
great mass of the public remained unmoved. Several prosccutions
| were insticated by government, the most remarkable of which were

' those of Hardy, Horne Tooke, and Thelwall; but convictions wers

obtained only in two instances at Edinburgh, where one individual
was hanged and another transported for life. The ill success of
the continental campaigns had increased the peace party; but Me
Pitt warmly supported the war as just and necesspry, though in
the spring of 1795 Prussia made a scparate treaty with Frauce, and
the emperor requived a loan of four or five millions to continue the
war, which was granted. The western provinces of France were
still in arms in favour of monarchy, and Piit entertained their
applications . for assistance. A ‘considerable body of French roy-
alists, accompanied by a few English troops, were landed at Qui-
baron 3 bub discord prevailed among the emigrants, and they had
opposed to them the brave and skilful general Hoche, who speedily
obliged them to lay down their arms.

Aftor the flight of the stadtholder to England an embargo was
laid on all Dateh shipping in English ports; and as the United
Provinces had submitted to French domination, orders wero issued
for reprisals against them, In.the Weat Indies, the Dutch colonics
of Demerara, Berbice, and Essequibo were captured; in the Fast,
the greater part of the island of Ceylon, Malacea, Cochin, and the
other Dutch settlemonts on the continent, Alout the same time
the Cape of Good Hope was taken; and the whole of a squadron
sent out by the Dutch in the following year to recapture it fell
into the hands of admiral Elphinstone. Agninst these successes
must be gob off the retaking of i, Lucie and Bt Vincent's by the
Frenoh, It would exceed our limits to recount the detached naval
aotions which took place in wariona parts. Townrds the close of

¥ the year a great disaster eccurred.  To retrieve our losses in, the
| West Indics, & large fleet was despatched under admiral Christian,
with 15,000 troops commanded by sir Ralph Abercrombie, Searcely

had they passed the islo of Portland when they were canght in a

violent wale from the west; meny transports were wrecked ; the

(thesil beach was strewed with corpses ; and the fleet was so much

dnmaged that the expedition was wholly discongerted, In the fol-

lowing year, however, the remains of it were refitted and despatehed
undar admiral Carmwallis, and St. Lucie and St. Vincent's were

recovered,
In Eugland sedition was inflamed b}' a bad laryest and the high
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B bread. The king, proceeding to open patliamen

T, Avas assailed with groans and hootings, and a b

¢, supposed to have been discharged from an air-gun, pasicd
rough lis carringe-window. The same scene took place on his
return. Missiles of every kind were hurled at his coach; which,
when he lad alighted, the rabble followed to the Meyrs, and broke
into picces. During these outrages the king displayed the greatest
composire, and delivered his speech with his usual firmness and
Fropriety.

§11. A peace had been effected between France and Spain by >£' ;
don Emanuel Godoy, afterwards styled the Prince of the Peace jand in/
the spring of 1796 an offensive and defensive alliance, with regard |
1o Ingland only, was concluded Letween those powers at St Tlde- |
ftnso,  The design of this alliance was to injure Drilish commerce
by coercing Portugal ; a French army was to march through Spain
npon Lisbon; and the queen of Portugal, in her alarm, consented te
declato that city a free port. Spain, which soon afterwards de-
clared war agninst Great Britain, was by this alliance placed as
much at the disposal of France as by the Family Compact ; but she
enly prepared the way for her own subsequent misfortunes. |

After their retreat from Holland the English for a long time took
No part in the struggle o the continent, and the war was confined
10 France and Austria on land, and France, Spain, and Great Britain
at sen. This was the year of Bonaparte’s splendid campaign in
Italy; but io spito of their great successes in that quarter, the
Fronch had met with reverses on the Fhine, The Directory seemed
not disinglined for peace, and lord Malmesbury, who was despatelied
ta make overtures, was received with acclamations by the Pariginns ;
it was soon evident, however, from the arrogant and insincere tono
of fhe French minister, that peace was not really desired, and above
nll Napoleon was. opposed to it. Livery gpportunity was taken to
insult and imitate lord Malmesbury, who admivably retalded his
tempor, and in Dec: he received yude message to quit Pavis in
48 honrg, The negociations had been protracted so long meorely o
Itepare gn expedition against Ireland; and two days after lord |
Malmeshury’s departure a French flect gailed from Brest. Tt wag, |
hO\chcr‘ dinpcrscd 'hy a storm ; nil‘l_!{ a smoall pm'tinn of i.t sncceedid
in reaching Bantry Bay j but the inhabitants pmvetl hostile, and the
attempt was frustrated. Tt was connected with another scheme Jor
the invasion of England, A body of about 1200 malefactors and |
illey-glaves were to haye nsoended the Avon and bumnt Bristol ;
but havine been landed at Fishguard Bay in Pambrokeshire, they
Srrendered o about half their nunber of fencibles and militia colr
leated by lord Cawdor. The two frigates which brought them were

Gaptured in their way home.
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had pressed heavily upon the resources of the
ty/in 1797 it was evident that the Bank of England,
widvanced 103 millions for the public service, would be unable to
meet its payments in specie. In February an order of council
appeared prohibiting the Bank from paying their notes in specie.
At a meeting of the principal bankers and merchants in London it
was resolved to take Bank notes to any amonnt ; notes of 17. and 2/,
were issued, and in March Pitt brought in his Bank Restriction Bill,
the main provisions of which were to indemnify the Bank for refusing
to make cash payments, and to prohibit them from so doing except in
sums nnder 20s. The bill was to be in force ill June 24th; but
the term was afterwards prolonged, and the Bank did not resume
¢\sh payments till some years after the conclusion of the war. (See
p. 706.) k!

§12. The French, to whom Spain and Holland were now sub-
sidiary, determined upon an invasion of England on a grand scale,
and large fleets amounting to more than TO sail were got ready at
- the Texel, Brest, and Cadiz. Commodore Nelson, whilst sailing

with a convoy to Gibraltar, descried a Spanish fleet of 27 gail of

the line off Cape St. Vincent, and hastened to notify it to admiral

Jervis, who was eruising with 15 sail of the line. Nelson aceepted
an invitation to hoist his pendant on board' the Captain, 74; and
‘the hostile flects eame in sight at daybreak on Feb. 14th. The
Spaniards were not only superior in number, but also in the size of
their ghips, among which was La Santissima Trinidad, of 136 guns
on 4 decks, supposed to be the largest man-of-war in the world ; but
the unseamanlike way in which their ships were handled crused the
Bnglish to disregard the disparity of force. Jeryis cut off 9 of
their ships before they could form their line of battle, 8 of which
immediately took to flight. Of their remaining ships, Nelson, stp-~
ported by captain Trowbridge in the Culloden, engaged no fewer
than 6 ; namely, the Santissima Trinidad, the San Josef, and the
Salvador del Mondo, each of 112 guns, and 3 seventy-fours, After
the action had lasted an hour Nelson was reinforced by the Blen-
heim, captain Frederick, and the Excellent, captain Collingwood.
When Nelson’s ship, which had heen engaged in close combat with
3 first-rates, was mearly disabled, and his ammunition almost ex-
pended, Jie boarded and took the San Josef, and then the San Ni-
colng, he himself leading the way, exclaiming * Westminster Abbey
or vigtory!” The Spanish admiral declined renewing the fight,
though many of our ships were quite disabled, and at the close of
day he made his escapo in the Suntissima Trinidad. TFor this vie-
tory sir John Jervis was raised to the peernge with the title of earl
of Bi, Vincent, with 8 pension of 8000Z a-year, Nelsan was in-
eluded in a promotion of rear-admirals, and reccived the Ordor of the
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In July admiral Nelson with a small squadron
ful attempt on the town of Santa Cruz in Teneriffe,

: Self, when on the point of landing, had his arm shattered hy
shot, and was obliged to have it amputated.

a

: Notwithstanding the defeat of their Spanish auxiliaries, the French |
did not abandon their project of an invasion, and during the sununety

a fleet of 15 sail of the line, with [rigates, undeér admiral De Winter,
Was preparing in the Texel to convey 15,000 men to Ireland. In

October they put to sea with the intention of proceeding to Brest
Without embarking the troops; when admiral Duncan, who had
n watching their motions with a nearly equal force, placed lim-

self between them and a lee shore, off Camperdown, and after

a

desperate engagement, which lasted four hours, captured 8 sal of
the line, 2 ships of 56 guns, and a frigate (Oct. 11th). ¥ur this
victory he was made viscount Duncan® of Camperdown, with a pen-

gion of 30001.

§ 18. Thus our navy formed both the glory and the snfoguard of
the country; yet in this very year it had threatened to bo the

source of our disgrace and ruin, Discontent was lurking amon

o
o

our seamen, who complained that they only received the wages
fixed in the reign of Charles II., thongh the prices of articles had
risen at least 80 per cent. ; that their provisions were deficient in
Weight and measure; that they were not properly tended when sick ;
that their pay was stopped when they were wounded ; and Lh,n;ﬁ

when in port they were detained on board ship. Tn April a mutin

broke out in the fleet at Spithead. Upon the signal being given to
Weigh, the crew of the Queen Charlotte, the flag-ship, instead of
obeyiug, ran up the shrouds and gave three cheers, which wero an-
swered from the other ships, Two delegates from each then wenton

board the Queen Charlotte, whera ovders were framed for the govern-

ment of the floot, and potitions drawn ap to the House of Comymons an

d

the lords of the Admiralty for o redress of grievances, This alam-
ing mutiny was at length suppressed by some judicious conces-
tions, and by the personal influence of lord Howe, who was degerv-
edly popular among the seamen, and who at the king's request
Proceedid on board the floet, Butnosponor was the mutiny at Bpit-

4 quellad than another still more dangerous broke ont ameng the

ships in the Modway., One Richard Parker wns the ringleader,

man, though illiterate, of quick i
he obtained the name of rear-

a

utellect apd determined will; and 4
admiral Parker. The ships were

Moved from Shoerness to the Nore to be out of reach of the batteries ;
the obnoxious offieers were sent on shore and ihe red fing ointed,
The demands of the mutineers Wero both more peremptory anid

TMore oxtensive than thoso made at Portsmonth, and embraced im

* Yis son was eroated earl of Camperdown n 1831,
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rations in the Articles of War., Altogether 24 or I ;|
included in the mutiny. 7The mulineers seized so : _;'

A
o

. Ds, fired on some frigates that were about to put to sea, and .
had even the audacity to blockade the mouth of the Thames. LY
Gloom and depression pervaded the metropolis, and the funds fell to
an unheard-of price. All attempt at concilintion having failed, it ¥
beeamio necessary to resort to stringent measures. Pitt brought in
@ bill for the better prevention and punishment of attempts to
seduce seamen; and another forbidding all intercourse with the
mutineers, on the penalty of folony. Several ships and numerous gun-
boats were armed; batteries were erected on shorej the mutineers
were prevented from landing to obfain fresh water or provisions; and
all the buoys and beacons were removed, 0 as to render egress {rom
the Thames impossible, A great part of the crews had in their
hearts continuell loyal, and the proposition to carry the fleet into
& I'rench port was rejected with horror. One by ome the ships ;
engaged in the mutiny began to drop off, and at last the Sandwich,

Parker’s flag-ship, ran in under the batteries and delivered up the
ringleaders. Parker was hanged on the yard-arm of that vessel.

Dunean’s victory was an effectual bar to all projects of invasion ;
nevertheless the French still continued their empty menaces. Bona-
parte, who. was now rapidly advancing towards supreme power, had
conceived n deadly hatred of this country. After compelling the
Austrians to the peace of Campo Fommio he had returned to Paris,
where he was enthusiastically received; the Directory called him to
their councils, and consulted him on every occasion, An army called
the Army of England was sarched towards the Channel; a pro- 4
clamation was issued in which it was difficult to spy whether the
abuse of England or the vannting landation of France were the most
silly and extravagant; and a loan of about four millions sterling was
proposed to be raised on the security of the contemplated conquest, bt |
the money-lenders did not seem inclined to advance their cash upon it.
The threatened invasion was in a great degree intended to conceal an
expedition which Bonaparte was now meditating against Egypt.

§ 14, The English in tum were not backward in offensive opera-
tions, which, bowever, did not prove very suecessful.  In May,
1798, Havrs was ineficctnally bombarded by sir Richard Straban;
and in the same mouth an expedition. under sir Home Popham was
undertaken aguinst Ostend. General Cobte Janded with 1000 men,
and destroyed the basin, gates, and sluices of the Bruges canal, ib
order to intorrupt the navigation between Irance and Flanders.
But the sucf did not permit them to return to, the ghipa, and on the
following morning they were surrounided by several columns of the :

4 enemy drawn from the sdjacent garrisons, and, being outnumberod, e
wore obliged to snrrender. {
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CA

#lie same period Bonaparte sailed from Toulon with i

¢ Jine and transports, conveying 20,000 men, on his ¥ i

pédition, accompanied by some generals of renown and a bedy of 7

Blleins, Tt was undertaken from a mere desire of spoliation aud |
aggrandizement, for the French had not the sladow of a grievance
to allege against the Porte. On the way Malla, then governed by
the Grand Master and Knights, was surprised and seized with as

little protence. At the beginning of July the French landed be-
tween 3000 and 4000 men ab Marabou near Alexandria, and cap-
tured the latter city after a slight resistance, as well as Aboukir and
Rosefta, which gave them the command of one of the mouths of the
Nile,  The French committed an indiscriminate massacre of men,
Women, and children, which Iasted four hours ; and Bonaparte issned
& blasphemous proclamation, in which he declared that the French
Were Mussulmans, and took credit for driving out the Christian )
Knights of Malta. He then crossed the desert, fought the battles of |
Chebreisse and the Pyramids, and seized Cairo, the capital of Egypt.

Meanwhile Nelson had been vainly locking out for the French!
?Uﬁta and it was not till Aug, 1st that he discovered their fransports
in the harbour of Alexandria, Their men-of-war were anchored ing
the Bay of Aboukir, as close as possible to the shore, Neverthel )
Nelson determined to get inside of them with some of his vessels,
Maneuyre for which they were not prepared; and though the Cul-
loden grounded in the attempt, Nelson persovered. Thus a great
Patt of the enemy’s flect was placed between two fives. The battle
began at 6 in the evening. By § o'clock four of the French van lad
Struck, but the combat still raged in the centre. DBetween 9 and 10,
Oclock I,'Orient, the French admiral's ship, having caught five, blew
Up with a terrible explosion, which was followed by a deep silence
of soveral minutes. The battle was then renewed, and continned
thmugh thie might, with only an hours pause. Separate engage-
Ments aeenrred throughout the following day, and at noen rear-
admiral Villencuve escaped with four ships. On the following
Momning the only French ships remaining uncaptured or unde-
5troyed wers the Timoldon and the Tonnant, when the Jatter sur-
rendered and the former was set on fire and abandoned hy the erew. -
Sunl, was the battle of the Nile. From the heights of Rosetta the
Prench beheld with consternation and dismay the destruction of
their floot, which deprived them of the means of returning to their
Country.  Soon afterwards the islauds of Gozo and Minorea fell into .
e lands of the English. ) N £
The news of Nelson's victory was reevived with the sincerest

Yiintnatrations of joy not only ot home, hut through a groat part
OF Burope, He was created baron Nelsont of the Nile and of Burn-
bam Thorpe in Norfolk ; the thanks of both houses of partinmerit

§
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b AKing of Sardinia, His return to the Bay of Naples
d-the king to undertake an“expedition against Rome, which
was recovered from the French. At the same time Nelson landed
6000 men and eaptured Leghorn. These enterprises, however, were
rash and ill-considered. In a few days the French retook Rome
and marched upon Naples itself, when the king took refuge on
board" Nelson’s ship and proceeded to Sicily, which for some time
became his home. Naples, deserted by the sovereign and the
greater part of the nobility, was heroically defended by the luwer
classes and the lazzaroni; but as they had no artillery, they were
fureed to suceumb, and the French established the Parthenopeian
Republie.

In consequenge of the battle of the Nile an alliance was formed
between England, Russia, and the Porte ; and early in 1799 hostilities
were recommenced between Austria and France, The Congress of
Rastadt, which had been some time sitting with the view of arrang-
ing a general pacification, was dissolved, and the French, being
defeated by the archduke Charles at the battle of Stockach, were
obliged to recross the Rhine. At the same time the Russians under
Suwarow, advaneing into Italy, recovered with extraordinary rapidity
all the conquests made by Bonaparte with the exception of Genoa.

| 8nwarow then invaded Switzerland, but all his successes were coni=

e

promised by the want of cordial co-operation between him and the
Austrians,

§ 15, After the alliance between England and Russia a joint expe-
dition was agreed upon for the recovery of Holland, which was to be
undertaken with 80,000 British troops under sir Ralph Abercrombie
and 17,000 Russians (1799). The first division of the British, under
sir James Pulteney, general Moore, and general Coote, eflected a laud-
ing, and after two severe encounters took the towns of the Helder
and Huygduinen, About the same time the Dutch fleet of 13 ships
of war, together with some Indiamen and transports, surrendered by
capitulation to rdmiral Mitchell. About the middle of Sept., by the
arrival of some Bussian divisions, and of the duke of York with
three Brifish brigades, the allied army amounied to 33,000 men, of
which {he duke was commander-in-chief. Several actions took places
attended with varying success and considerable losses on both sides.
At length the duke, sensible of the advincing season, and finding
that his army was reduced by 10,000 men, retired to a fortified posi=
tion at the Zype, which Le might bave maintained by inundating
tha conntry 3 but as such an operation would have destroyed n
iremense amount of property, and occasioned great misery to the |
Duteh, lie preferred-a eapitulation, by which it was agreed that he
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store the Helder in the same sfate as before i tllre,
od
G

with 8000 Dutch and French prisoners, and that f
3 Should re-embark without molestation before the

mber, Thus ended an expedition which, though unforbunate,
can hardly be called disgraceful. As a sort of compensation the
Duteh colony of Surinam was conquered this summer.

Meanwhile the situation of the French in Egypt had become very
critical. The army was seized with alarm and dejection ; many
Committed suicide; but Bonaparte retained his presence of mind.
Having despatched Desaix against the Mamelukes in Upper Egypt,
he himself undertook an expedition into Palostine against Djezzar
Pasha, El Arish, Gaza, Jaffa, yielded to his arms; at which last >';:
Lie massacred in cold blood between 3000 and 4000 prisoners. Dut)
at St. John d’Acre, the key of Syria, he was met by sir Syduey
Smith, to whom the sultan had intrusted his fleet. Sir Sydoey
destroyed the flotilla that was conveying the French battering-train ;
Nevertheless they continued the siege with field-pieces. After a
Sloge of two months, and several assaults, Bonaparte was compelled
%o retreat, though he had resorted to the treacherous action of mﬂer-}
Ing an assault after sending in a flag of truce. Haying returned to
Egypt towards the end of August, he went on board a French man-
ofwar in the night, accompanied by some of his best generals,
leaving letters by which he delegated the command of the army to
Ménou and Kléber. By hugging the African coast he eseaped the
English cruisers and arrived safely at Fréjus. Notwithstanding his
ill-success, his popularity had if possible increased in Paris, Towards
the end of the year the Assembly of Five Hundred having been dis-
Selved, Bonaparte, Siéyds, and Ducos became consuls.

§ 16. A measure was now in agitation in England for consolidating
'hﬂ power and integrity of the empire by a union with Ireland,
r“Iat country had been for some years in a very disturbed state.
‘he examples of America and France had inspired many with the
idea of establishing " an independent republic; and in 1791 was
formed the society of United Trishmen, consisting mostly of Profost- r
20t whose principles would have led to that result. Its projector
Was o barrister named Theobald Wolfe Tene, who, having bocoime
Seeretary of the committec for mannging the afiairs of the Trish
Romgn catholics, effected an alliance between the two partios. The
Tamifications of this soclety extended throughout Ireland, Tone,
Wving boen detected in a freasonable correspondence with the

Tench, was obliged to fly to Amorica, Whonee he soon afterwards

5ed over to Franco and employed himself in forwarding e pro-
Jocteq invagions already mentioned in 1796 and 1797, Notwith-
Standing the frastration of these expeditions, the Tvish malcontents
1ot abandon their plan of an nsurrection, One of their prineipa]
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7id lord Bdward Fitzgerald, a brother of the dule of
he was seconded by Arthur O'Connor, Napper T
‘Addis Emmet, Oliver Bond, and others. But the conspiracy
was divulged by one Thomas Reynolds, and some of the principal
conspirators were arrested, March 12, 1793, at a meeting which they
held in Bond’s house. Lord Fitzgerald happened nof to be present,
Tt he was discovered and seized about two months afterwards, He
made a desperate Tesistance, wounding two of the officers sent to
apprehend him, one of whom died of his injuries. Bub he himself
was shot with a bullet in the shoulder, the effects of which proved
fatal. After this discovery martial law was proclaimed in Ireland,
und many acts of violence and eruclty took place on both sides.
Numerous engagements occurred in various quarters, in which the
rebels were almost invariably defeated, except in Wexford, where
they were in greatest force, and where they sometimes made head
against the king’s troops. At Vinegar Hill, near the town of Wex-
furd, was their principal camp or-station ; and here they were
defeated (June 21) by general Lake, the commander-in-chief. Lord
Cornwallis, the new viceroy, who arrived shortly afterwards, suc-
ceeded in reducing the country to comparative tranquillity.

The union of England and Ireland had been many years discussed
as & speculstive question, and these disturbances forced it upon the
gerions attention of the govemment. The king in his specch. on
opening the parliament (Jan. 22, 1800) alluded to the subject, and &
few days afterwards Pitt bronght forward a series of resolutions,
which were carried after considerable debate. A bill embodying
these resolutions passed both houses in the following May, The
main provisions were, that 100 Irish members should he added to
the English House of Commens, and 32 Irish peers to the House of
Lords—4 spiritual and 28 temporal—whose seats were to be held
for life. The measure also passed both houses of the Irish parlin=
ment, and it was agreed that the Union ghould commenee on Jan. 1,
1801, We shall here anticipate what cceurred on that day. A

¢onneil was held consisting of the most eminent dignitaries of church

and state, including the royal princes, &c., by which proclamations
srore isstied for making the necessary changes in the king’s title, the

. mational arms, and the liturgy. The only thing worth noting on

-

this Geoasion is, that the title of “ King of Francs™ was dropped and
the flaurs de lys expunged from the royal arms; a pretension that
for omeo centurics had been a vainglorious, one, and which had
proved ificonveniont in recent negociations with France.

§ 17. When Pitt brought forward this measure he publicly res
nonnced the opinions which he had fermerly held on the subject
of parliamentary reform. The chief reasons which he asgigne
for bis chauge of views wete, the nltered siate of circimstanced

3
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Ll by the French revolution, and the fact that Eng d

wrEidtlen safely through the reyolutionary storm.

Fve s IHiring the debates on the Union the Irish catholics had remained
almost entirely neutral, and what little feeling they displayed was
in its favour. This is attributable to their hatred of the Orangemen,
the warmest opponents of a union, as well as to the expectation that
their derands would be more favourably considered in a united par-

| linment than by a separate Irish legislature: and indeed Pitt, who

' Was not advorse to their claims, had held out to them some hopes to

that effect. .
; On May 15th this year the king was shot ab in his box at Dmry-\k
lane theatre, The assassin heing apprehended was found to be a'|

I lunatic named James Hatficld, and the attempt was nob in any way

connected with politics. But the deficient harvest this year, aud
consequent high price of bread, occasioned much distress and
discontent. Attacks on the property of farmers, millers, and corn-
dealers were frequent in the country, and mobs aud riots ceenrred in
London.

In the warlike operations of the year the battle of Hohenlinden,
gained by Morean in December, opened to the French the way fo
Vienna, and their progress was only arrested by the armistice of
Bteyer. On the other haud, they were obliged to surrender Malla k
after a blockade of two years.

Disputes had again oceurred betwesn England and the northern

, Powers respecting the right of search, and they were artfully fomented

. by France., The emperor Paul was also offended by the rejection of

his claims upon Malta, to which he thought himself entitled ag
Grand Master. ' In November he proceeded to lay an embargo on
British vessels and to soquester all British property in Russia.  The
Masters and crews of about 300 ships were seized and carried in dis-
Dersed parties into the interior, where only a miserable pittanice was
assigned for their subsistence. Towards the end of the year an
armed neutrality was formed between Russia and Bweden, and was
80on after joined by Denmark,

€ 18, Thus new diffioulties were gathering around England, while
the statesman who had hitherto so ably direated her courge was
about to rotire from the helm. Pitt, 58 we have said, had previcusly
10 the Tnion expressed himsclf in favour of the eathalic claims, and

fore the first parlisment of Great Britain snd Iroland sassembled

he addressed s letter to the king (Jan. 81, 3801), in which ho
Cxpressed the opinion of himself dud his colleagues that Noman

tatholics ghould be admitted to sit in parliament and to hold public

offices. Gleorze 111, entertained very strong scruples on this subjeet.

He regarded any relaxation of the ed tholie disabilitics as o breach of

| is coropation -jaill, and in this opinten he had been confirmed by
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mFon, chief-justice of the king’s bench. In his rep
ted Pitt not to leave office, but he wonld mak

“iods to his views, and Pitt determined to resign. The
i fit for Mr. Addington, the speaker, who after some delay
sncceeded in forming a ministry. Lord Eldon obfained the chancel-
lorship, his predecessor, lord Longhborongh, retiring with a pension
and the higher title of earl Rosslyn,

The threatening nature of the northern league now demanded
serious attention. In March the king of Prussia had notified to
the Hanoyerian government his accession to it, and the closing of the
months of the Elbe, the Weser, and the Ems; and he demanded
and obtained immediate military possession of Hanover. A litfle
previously Hamburg had been seized in the name of the king of
Denmark by prince Charles of Hesse, ab the head of 15,000 men,
and an embargo laid on all British property. Remonstrances having
failed, a fleet of 18 sail of the line, with frigates, gunboats, and
bomb-vessels, was despatehed to Denmark, under the command of
gir Hyde Parker, with Nelson as his second ; but the latter was in
reality the commander. The Danish navy itself was considerably
superior to the force despatched against it, and Nelson pressed the

necessity of hastening operations before the breaking up of the ice

‘should enable the Russians to come to the assistance of the Danes.
The passage of the Sound was preferred to that of the Delt, though
ymore exposed to the guns of the enemy, and by keeping near the
Swedish coast the fire of Kronborg castle was avoided. Detween
Copenbagen and the sand-bank which defends ils approach the
Danes had moored floating-batteries mounting 70 guns; and 13
men-of-war were also posted before the town. Nelson led in with
the areater path of the fleet and anchored off Draco point, while sir
Hyde Parker with the remainder menaced the Crown batteries.
Tswo of Nelson’s ships grounded in going in, so that he could not
| extend his line. The action was hot, and sir Hyde Parker 1misl:c‘d
y the signal to desist, but Nelson would not see it, and, hoisting his
J own for closer action, ordered it to he nailed to the mast. The
| Danes, encouraged by the presence of the crown-prince, fonght witl}
desperate valour; but by half past three the Danish ships had all
struck, though it was impossible to carry them off on account of the
Datteries. Nelson now sent a note ashore addressed “ to the brothers
| of Englishmen, the Danes,” in which he remarked that if he conld
offeot a reeoncilistion between. the two countries he should consider
| it the grentesf victory he had ever gained, Subsequently he had a2
A andience of Christian VIL, the effect of which was that Denmark
wag detached from the league. :
The happy effects of this hlow were geconded by an accident:

Just at this time the emperor Paul was assassinated, His son and .

L
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slschr) Alexander immediately declared his intention of g )
6 ffinciples of Catherine, and he ordered all British pni
Leliberated and all sequestrated British property to be restored.

en Nelson proceeded from Copenhagen to Cronstadt he found
that the pacific disposition of Alexander rendered all attack super-
fluous, cyen had the strength of the place permitted one. Lord St.
Helens negociated a treaty at St. Petersburg, to which the king of
Sweden acceded. On June 17th a definitive treaty was signed by
Great Britain, Russia, Denmark, and Sweden, by which the rights
of neutral navigation were placed on a satisfactory footing, The
hentrality of the Elbe was re-established, the troops withdrawn from
Hamburg and Lubeck, and the embargo on British properly removed ;
whilst, on the other hand, England restored all captured vessels
belonging to the northern powers, and the islands in the West
Indies which she had taken from the Danes and Swedes. All these
h?l;py rosmlts were in great part due to the unhesitating vigonr of
“\elson,

§19. Foiled in their northern projects, the French renewed the
threat of an invasion. Camps had been formed at Ostend, Dunkirk,
Brest, and St. Malo, but the main force was assembled at Boulogne,
It was rumoured that an immense raft, to beimpelled by mechanical
Dower, and capable of conveying an army, was to bo construeted ;

Ut no such machine appears to have been begun. However chi-
Merical such a project might be, precautions against it were adopted
in England. Lord Nelson, having faken the command of & squadron
commissioned to operate betwoen Orfordness and Beachy Head, senta
few vessels into Boulogne which succeeded in destroying two tloating
batterics, two gun-boats, and a gun-brig. An attempt o cut out
Qle flotilla in that harbour with boats proved abortive, and the

Fronch triumphed as if the memory of Copenhagen and the Nile
had been obliterated. '

Eyer since the accession of Mr. Addington to power negociations
hid been attempted for a peace with France, but the haughty vigws
Of the firat consul rendered them abortive, The eyes of the English
Ministry were still anxiously dirccted towards Egypt, from which,
on account of our East Indian possessions, as well as for other
Teasang, it, was highly desirable that tho French should be expelled, ¢
Towards the close of 1800 an wrmy of about 15,000 men under
Whe comnmand of -gir Ralph Abercrombie was despatched to Egypt, |
The French force there had been greatly underrated. In spite of our
Srigers they had managed to prooure reinforcements.  Their army
Dimbered meze than 82,000 men, with upwards of 1000 pieces of
Artillory and some excellent cavalry, whilst the English were very

doficient in both the latter arms. Barly in March, 1801, the first
Britig), division, of between 6000 and 8000 men landed in boats in
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Fuy under a hot discharge of shot, shell, grape, and
Aboukir castle, and from artillery pianted on the st
§«<l3 the midst of this fire the Pritish troops formed on tht
Ybeach as they landed, and without firing & shot drove the French
’from the position at the point of the bayonet. Their loss, however,
wis very considerable, On March 18th Aboukir castle surrendered.
Early in the moruing of The 21st Ménou, who had succeeded Kléber
as commander-in-ehief, advancing from Cairo with a large foree,
attempted to surprise the English camp. The combat was sustained
with great obstinacy, and, the ammunition of both parties being
exhausted, was carried on with stones. At length, after a struggle
of nearly seven hours and the loss of 4000 men, Ménon retived. The
Euglish loss was only about 1500, but among them was Aber-
crombie, who received a wound of which he expired in a week.

§ 20. Greneral Hutchinson, on whom the command now devolved,
being reinforced by some Turks, successively captured Rosetta, 141
Aft, and Cairo, which last surrendered June 24th, after a siego of
20 days. It was agreed that the garrison, consisting of about 13,000
French, should be conveyed to France at the expense of the allied
powers. Ménou still held out in Alexandria. General Hutchinson,
being awain reinforeed by 7000 or 8000 Sepoys from India as well
as by British troops, lnid siege to that city on August 3rd, and on
the 22nd it surrendered in spite of Ménow’s boast to lold out to the
last extremity, The French garrison of 11,500 men obtained the
same terms as that of Cairo, Six ships of war in the harbour were
divided between the English and Turks. The savans were per
mittad to retain their private papers, but all manuscripts and col-
lections of art and seience made for the republic were gurrenderced.*®

"he French now bezan to listen to the proposals for peace, and
preliminaries were signed October 1st, England was to cede all the
P'rench, Spanisk, and Dutch colenies acquired during the war
except Trinidad and Ceylon; the Cape of Good Hope to be open 9
hoth the contracting parties; Malta io be restored to the Order of

\ §t. John, BEgypt to the Porte; the French to evacuzte Naples and
the States of the Church, the English Porto Terraje. On thes®
| torms & definitive treaty was signed at Amiens, March 28th, 1802
* 1t was joyfully received in London as well as in Paris; yeb even the
ninisters did not venture to call it great or glorious. 1t left France
in g state of unjust aggrandizement, whilst we had aequired little of
nothing by the expenditure of so much blood and treasure. Franct
sotained the Austrian Nethelands, Dutch Flanders, the course ol
the Scheldt, and part of Drteh Brabant, Muestricht, Venloo, oAt
other fortrasses of importance, the Geraan territorics on the left

# Tt wis on this ceonsion that the celebrated Hosetta stone, hvg'elhrlj with

many statues, orisntal MSS., &v., now in the Pritish Museum, was acquiress
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a, Hating abdicated his throne in favour of his brother (Ju K
rte annexed Piedmont to France as the 27th military depurt-
ment, on the pretence that, this being the king’s second abdication,
suhbjects were released from their allegiance. Scon after, on the
death of the grand duke of Parma, his territories were also seized,
In all the neighbouring countries the infiuence of France was para-

Iount, Spain was her abject vassal ; her troops, under pretence of.

a Jacobin plot, still ocoupied Holland, contrary to the treaty of

miens ; and in Switzerland, whose constitution had been over-
t}_lrown by Bonaparte, he reigned supreme under the title of Me-
diator, Trance herself was rapidly passing from anarchy to despot~
15m.  On May 9th Bonaparte was elected consul for life, and in his
Court at the Tuileries and St. Cloud displayed as much magnificence
8 the ancient sovercigns of France. His power was supported hy

¢ establishment of the Legion of Honour, a sort of new nobility,
Consisting of 7000 men receiving honours and pensions, and dis-
Persed throughout the republic. But amidst these selfish aims much

Was also effected for the public good by the establishment of the |

Ctvil code, of the means of public instruction, and by other measures
of the like nature. 'The church and the anthority of the pope were
"e8tored by a concordat, though the clergy were still held in an
“Dpressed and degraded state.

e P

CHRONOLOGY OF REMARKABLE EVENTS.

Ay
1 ! Ay :

T8y, Hesignation of lord Shelburne. | 1797, Vietary of Dunean off Campor-

Conlition reinistry. down,

" Fox's India Bill. »  Mutiny at Spithead and the Nore,

»  Pitt prime minister. His Indin | 1708, Frenth expedition to Egypt.
l7g Bill. 4, Nelson's vietory at the Nile.

8. Impeachment of Warren Hast-| 1789, Failure of the British expedition

i to Hoilaud.

\1gg . ings "
* Outbreak of the French Revolus| o, Donaparte fivst consul.
lrg thom. v - Irish rebellion.
3. Execution of Lonis XVI. 1800, Union with Treland.

L far declared between Franceand | ,,  Armed neutrality of the northery
ligy .. England, powers against England.
* Defoat of the duke of York, Cot-| 1801, Reslgnation of Pitt, Addinglon

" quest of Holland by Frauce. prime minister.
HQ’? Lord Howe's victory. s  Dattle of Copenhagen,
* Bank Restriotion Act. Battle of Alexandria,

Vit 8t. Vio- | ”:r, Peace of Amions,
ry of Jervis off Cape St. Vin- | 180
cent, » Dopaparte punsul for lfe,

t““kﬂ.l\'n, 2a
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CHAPTER XXXIII.

GEORGE IIf. CONTINUED. FROM THE PEACE OF AMIENS TO THE
DEATH OF THE KING, A.D. 1802-1820.

§ 1. Hostile feelings between France and England, Declaration of wals
Hanover seized. § 2. Change of ministry. Pitt premier. War wi
Spuin, Violent, measures of Bonaparte. § 8. Impeachment of 1
Melville. League between England, Russia, and Sweden. Bonaparte
enters Vienna, § 4, Nelson chases the French fleet to the West Indie®s
Sir Robert Calder’s action, Dattle of Tiafalgar, and death of Nelson:
§ 5. Death of Pitt, The “ Talents » ministry. Fox vainly attempts &
peace.  § 6. Baltle of Maida. War between France and Prussia, Berhe
Decree.  § 7. Death of Fox. Duke of Portland prime minister. Ab®
lition of the shavetrade, §8. Expeditions to Rio de la Plata, to Com®
stantipople, and Egypt. § 9. Peace of Tilsit, Expedition to Cope™®
hagen and captuse of the Daish flect. § 10, Bonaparte seizes Lisho™
Milan Decrée, The throne of Spain seized for Joseph Bonaparte. i
Arthur Wellesley procesds to Portugal. § 11. Battle of Vimiera. ﬁd;
vinice and retreat of siv John Moore. Battle of Carunna, and death ©
Moore, § 12. Colonel Wardle's charges against the duke of York, Sif A
Woellesley commander in chief in Portugal. Battleof Talavera. § 13.'1‘"
poleon conquers the Austrians, Expedition to Walcheren. Expedition t
Calabria. Tomian islands eaptured, § 14, Change in the ritnistry. | WP
Porceval premier.  Burdett iofs. Massena advances into Portd i,'
Battle of Busaco, Wellington ocoupies the lines of Torres Vedras.® § 17
Gieorge 111s illuess, The regency. Retreat of Massena, Battles of ﬁ
rosa; of Fuentes de Onoro, and of Albuera, § 16. Perceval shat, L
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FHOLAND ¥xvROTS EYERY MAN WILL DO HI8 DUTY. English and French feeta
engagéd,  Below, TRAFALGAR OCT , 21, 1805,

Rew,

Laverpoo) Pprime mimster. Cindad Rodrigo and Badajoz taken. Dattle of
X, G Wellington enters Madrid. § 17, War with the Americans.
Paleon’s Russian expedition. Treaties with Sweden and Russis, § 18,
®llington advances into Spain, Battle of Vittoria. Retreatof the French,
ud battles of the Pyreness. Wellington enters France. § 19. Coalition
\ouinst Napoleon, Jattles of Orthez and Toulouse. Abdieation of Napo-
:'f’;"‘ 5 20. Congress of Chdtillon, The allies enter Paris, Restoration
Peo 8 XVIIL, and peace of Paris, § 21, Progress of the American war,
ot‘?‘““’f of Ghent,  § 29, Congress of Vienna. Escape of Napoleon. Battle
aterloo, § 28. The allies enter Paria, Napoleon carried to St, Helena,
cl:‘]:‘ of Paris, § 24, Distress and discontent in England, Hampden
* Spa-ficlds viot, Algiers reduced. § 25. Hone's trial, Death of
:ap“‘,‘m Charlotte, Royal marriages. Congréss of Aix-ln-Chapelle,
Prll.!u'i Peel’s At to repeal the Bank restriction. Manchester riots, Re-
¥¢Mmeasures, Death and charaeter of George 111

§1

eviéu}:l Wag soon felt that the peace could not last. Bomaparte
or oo Y designed to exclude England from all continental influence
anu%n “Ommerco,  Libels and invectives appeared both in the
Brangg ; nd Englisl newspapers. The harbouring of French emi-
Buen, albi England, and the allowing them to wear orders which had
Yoy, ‘Shied, were prominent topies of complaint, In order to
Paper - D8 ause of dissatisfaction, Pelticr, the editor of a French
mnvzmﬂ]?h“hed‘ in Loudon, called the Am¥gu, was prosecuted and
ths Al of a libel on naparte; but he escaped punishment from
hig 4, Slate of the relations between the two countries before

It ¥ .
Imr&:r“ known 0t extensive preparations were making in the
'c¢ and Holland, which it was pretended wore designed
: . 202

%
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rench colonies : but George I1L., in a message to par
1803, adverted to the necessity of being prepared,
fadolved to call out the militia and augment the naval f
b6 message excited the high indignation of the first consul. In
a erowded court at the Tuileries he addressed our ambassador, lord
Whitworth, on the subject, in an angry and indecent tone; he even
lifted his cane in a threatening manner ; when lord Whitworth laid
his hand on his sword, and afterwards expressed his determination
to have used it, had he been struck. Satisfaction for this insult

*hiaving been demanded and refused, after some further negociations

and an ultimatum to which no satisfactory answer was returned,
lord Whitworth quitted Paris, May 12th, and at the same time
general Andréossy, the French ambassador, was directed to leave
London, Thus after a short and anxious peace, or rather suspension
of hostilities, the two nations were avain plunged into war.

Lord Whitworth’s departure was protracted as long as possible by
Talleyrand ; nevertheless there was time to seize about 200 Dutch
and French vessels, valued at nearly three millions sterling, Dona-
parte in retaliation ordered all English residents or travellers in
France, and in all places subject to the French, to be seized and
detained, About 10,000 of every class and condition, and of all azes
and sexes, were apprehended and conveyed to prison.  Subsequently
a considerable portion of them was cantoned at Verdan and in other
French towns, Immediately after the declaration of war, a Frenck
army, under marshal Mortier, marched to Hanover; the duke of
Cambridge, the viceroy, capitulated, and refired beyond the Elbe,
and the I'rench entered the capital June 5th. On the other hand,
the French and Duteh colonies in the West Indies soon fell into our
possession. The 1aost enthusiastic patriotism was exhibited in Eng-
land. No fewer than 300,000 men enrolled themselves in different
volunteer eorps and associations, The French camp at Boulogne
still beld out an empty menace of invasion, and in July the * Army
af England ” was reviewed by Bonaparte: but our cruiscrrs swept the
Channel, and occasionally bombarded some of the French towns.

§ 2. Early in 1804 the king had a slight return of his former
malady. Upon his convalescence, Addington, whose decreasing
miajorities rendered it impossible for him to carry on the ministry,
retired from office, and Pitt again became premier. The latter was
very popular, cspecially in the city. After the peace of Amiens a
leputation of London merchants had waited upon him and informed
nim that 100,0007, liad been subscribed for his use, and that the
names of the contributors would never be known : but Pitt declined
this magnificent offer, The state of the king's health, as well as the
alarming orisis of the country, induced Titt to waive for the present
she question of the cathoip claims,
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iendship of Spain was more than doubtful, A 1 a
préparing in the port of Ferrol, and its destinatio

be questionable. It was therefore determined to intercept
panish frigates on their return to Cadiz from Monte Video with
treasure, Commodore Moore, with 4 English frigates, having in vain
summoned them to surrender, an action ensued, in which 3 of the
Spaniards were captured and the fourth blown up, The treasure
taken on this occasion was valued at nearly a million sterling, The
policy of the act, setting aside the question of justice, may, however,
be questioned, as it alienated from ms a large party in Spain that
was hostile to the French. It was of course followed by a formal
declaration of war on the part of Spain, December 12th,

This year (May 15) Bonaparte assumed the imperial crown withj{,
the title of Napoleon I. His conduct displayed an equal disregard
of the laws of nations and those of humanity. In March he caused
the unoffending duke d'Enghien, a Bourbon prince who was residing
at the castle of Ettenheim in the neutral territory of Baden, to be
seized by a secret expedition in the night, and to be conveyed to the
castle of Vincennes, where he was shot, In October sir G, Rumbold,
the English minister at Hamburg, was in like manner seized in the
night in his house at Grindel by a detachment of 250 soldiers of the
army occupying Hanover. His papers were likewise seized, and ho
Was conveyed o Paris and confined in the Temple. This case was
too flagrant even for the time-serving king of Prussia; and Napoleon,
who wished to keep that country neutral, consented to send sir George
to Englard. By means of an infamous spy named De la Touche,
who was receiving money at once both from the French and English
governments, Napoleon concocted a charge of encouraging assassina-
tion against Mr. Drake and Mr, Spencer Smith, our envoys at Munich
and Stnttgardt, and procured their expulsion from the courts of
Bavaria and Wiirtemberg. 1t is hardly necessary to observe that
this charge, which was indignantly repelled by Pitt in the Honse of
Commons, was utterly groundless. Yet the dependent states of
Burope were instructed to address Napoleon on the subject, and the
base and self-seeking court of Prussia congratulated him on his
escape, v

§]3. Pitt’s ministry was not strong. Granville, having coalesced
with Fox and the party called the ¢ Talents,” offered a formidable
opposition. Towards the end of the year, at the suggestion of th#.
king a reconciliation was effected between Pitt and Addington ; the

ftor was created viscount Sidmouth, and became president of the
council in place of the duke of Portland. Soon afterwards lord Mel-
ville (Dundas), fizst lord of the admiralty, was compelled to resign,
8inee Mr, Whitbread had carried a charge (April 6th) againgt him of
20npiving at the misapplication of the public money, and evea of
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efit from it himself. Pitt, with a bitter pang, was - |

4 advise the king fo erase the name of his old friend and

“#pn the list of the privy council, Lord Melville acknowled;

ar of the House of Commons that his paymaster, Mr. Trotter,
might have used the public money for his own advantage; and as
there were some eircumstances of suspicion against Melville himsell,
Mr. Whitbread, in the name of the Commons of England, impeached
him of high crimes and misdemeanours at the bar of the Tords
(June 26th). The impeachment was not heard till the following
April, when he was acqnitted after a trial of 16 days. His culpability
appears to have been owing rather to negligence than dishonesty.

In April a treaty was concluded between England and Russia by
which they bound themselves to resist the encronchments of France,
and to secure the independence of Europe. The lcague was after-
wards joined by Sweden and Austria; but the king of Prussia kept
aloof, intent on the Hanoverian dominions of his relative and ally.

The year 1805 was the period of Napoleon’s most Lrilliant suc-

5 oosses. In May he was crowned king of Italy in the cathedral of
) Milan with the iron erown of the Lombard kings; and he appointed
| his adopted son, Eugene Beauharnais, o be viceroy of that kingdom,

At the same time the republic of Genoa was united to France,

| Napoleon introduced the conseription info Ifaly, and an army of
140,000 Ttalians proved of great service to him in his subsequent wars
with Auetria. On his return from Italy he again repaired to Bou-
logne ; but when the hostile disposition of Austria was ascertained,
the Army of England, consisting of 150,000 nien, was declared to be.
the Army of Germany, and was rapidly marched towards the Rhine
(August 28th). The Anstrians, who had protracted hostilities too
long, afterwards precipifated them before the Russians could come to
their support; and the power of Austiia was completely broken by
the disgraceful capitulation of general Mack at Ulm, The road was
now open to Vienna, which was occupied without a struggle,
Nov, 13th. Meanwhile Massena had driven the archduke Charles
out of Italy, and obtained possession of the Tyrol, Napoleon pushed
on into Moravia, the emperor and the czar retreating before him.
The court of Berlin, guided by the detestable counsels of its wretched
minister Haugwitz, was temporising and awniting the result of
another battle, That battle was Austerlitz (Dec. 2), in which the
Russians and Anstrians were completely defeated. The former
retired into their own country ; and Austria made a scparate peace
with France, by which she lost T'rieste, her only port, and recognised
the regal titles of Bavaria and Wiirtemberg, The Confederation of
the Rhine was now formed, with Napoleon for its protector.

§ 4, Thus the objects of the English and Russian league secrned
completely frustrated. England appeared destined to be suocessful
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-6f*Pdulon, where the French fleet was preparing to embark a large
body of troops whose destination was unknown, To draw them out,
Nelson' sailed for Barcelona, and in his absence Villeneuve, the
French admiral, put to sea with 10 gail of the line besides several
frigates @nd brigs. Neleon concluded that they were bound for
Bgypt, and made sail for Sicily ; but he soon learned that they had
passed the straits of Gibraltar. At Cadiz they were reinforced by
6 Spanish and 2 French line-of-battle ships, thus making their
whole number 18 sail of the line. Nevertheless, as soon as the wind
permitted, Nelson followed them to the West Indies with 10 sail of
the line, but returned to Eurcpe without having been fortunate
encugh to discover them ; when, being in a bad state of health, he
struck Lis flag at Spithead and retired to his seat at Merton,

Sir Robert Calder was more fortunate. On July 22nd he fell in
with the enemy at some distance from Cape Finisterre, and, though
much inferior in force, an action ensued, in which 2 of the Spanish
ghips were taken. Calder, having meglected to renew the engage-
ment on the following day, was brought to a eourt-martial for so
unsatisfactory a vietory, but was honourably acquitted. Villeneuve
ultimately got into Cadiz, where he now found his fleet to amount
to 85 sail of thé line, Collingwood, who was watching that port,
eommunicated the interesting intelligence to Nelson, who had led
his friends to expect that he had finally retired from the service.
But at this pews his ardour could no longer be restrained, He
immediately volunteered his services to the admiralty, which were
gladly accepted, and on the 15th September he was again on hoard
the Vietory, accompanied by the Ajax and Thunderer and the
Euryalus frigate. On the 29th, his birthday, he amived off Cadiz,
and joined Collingwood ; but his arrival was kept secret from tho
enemy, lest they should not venture out of port., No salute was
fired, and Nelson kept well out at sea.

On October 19th want of provisions obliged the enemy to leave
Cadiz, and the English fleet immediately gave chass, the course
being townrds the straits of Gibraltar, It wad not fill the 21st that
Nelson fell in with them about 7 miles east of Cape Trafalgar, there
being a light breeze from the west. Nelson felt a sure presentiment
of victory, but at the same time of death. The enemy tacked, in
ordor to be able, if necessary, to run back to Cadiz, when Nelson
8teered a little more to the north in order to cut off their van, He
now asked captain Blackwood of the Euryalus, who was on board
the Victory, whether a signal was not wanted? The latter replied
that he thought all knew what they were about : but Nelson ran up
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ho pst-head Lis lnst signal—ENCLAND EXPECTS EVERY
%0 f113/puTrYy—which was grected with thres cheers from ev
ginp.~ Nelson led the weather-line in the Vietory ; but the lee-li
Ollingwood, was the first to get into action. The British
floet comprised 27 sail of the line, 4 frigates, a schooner, and &
cutter ; the combined French and Spanish fleets numbered 33 sail of
the live, 5 frizates, and 2 brigs ; and they were yastly superior in
weight of metal, having 2626 guns to our 2148. The enemy’s line
had accidentally fallen into the shape of a crescent, which rendered
the attack more difficult. It was a little after noon that Colling-
wood, in the Royal Sovereign, began the action, He was soon sur-
rounded by 5 French and Bpanish vessels; but finding that they
damaged one another, they gradually drew off and left Collingwoed
in single combat with the Santa Anna. He had been engaged nearly
a quarter of an hour before the other ships got into acticn. As the
Victory bore down, she was made a mark by the enemy : her rigging
was much damaged, her wheel shot away, and 50 officers and men
killea or wounded before she fired a shot, The foremost ships of the
enemy, to the number of 19, closed round Nelson’s eolumn, leaving
a gap of nearly a mile between the spot where Collingwood and his
comrades were engaging the remaining 14. Nelson’s ship was first
engaged with the Santissima Trinidad, then with the Bucentaur, a
Frenchman of 80 guns, and lastly with the Redoutable: that ship
and the Victory getbing as it were locked together by their anchors.
‘The tops of the Redoutable were filled with riflemen, and Nelson,
who on going into action had put on his finest and most conspicuous
coat, embroidered with the order of the Bath, afforded an excellent
mark.. The action had lasted about half an hour when he was struck
by o musket-ball and fell on the quarter-deck. On his captain
expressing a hope that he was not seriously wounded, Nelson replied,
*They Lave done for me at last, Hardy—my back-bone is shot
through.,” He was carried to the cockpit, where it was found that
the shot, having entered the left shonlder at the epaulette, had lodged
in the spine, inflicting a mortal wound. While the hero lay thero
expiring, the battle still raged two hours, distressing him with the

[5

epncussion of the firing, though ever and anon he was cheered by the
4

huzzas of the crew as one after another tho cnemy’s ships struck
their colours, -He had the satisfaction to hear from captain Hardy
bafore his déath that he had gained a complete victory. Almost
Lia last words were to recommend to Lis country lady Hamilton,
with wlom he lived, and his daughter. Then exclaiming, ** Thank
God, T have done my duty !” he expired almost without a struggle
about three hours after receiving his wound, He had said almost
prophetically when going into action that he should be content with
20 ghips; 19 of the enemy’s line sctualy struck at Trafalgar, and
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ong Blew up. The prisoners taken, including the troope o

aepamowited to about 12,000, Four French and one Spanish ship
o h en little part in the action were subsequently capt by

o -srfirRichard Strahan, November 4th, By this glorious victory the

French navy was nearly annihilated, and England rescued from all &
chance of an invasion,

Nelson was honoured with a magnificent public burial ; a lying
in state in Greenwich Hospital ; a faneral procession by land and -
water; but, strange to say, his last requests were forgotten or
neglected. He had always expressed a wish to be interred in
Westminster Abbey, and he was carried to St. Paul's; he had
recommended his mistress and her daughter to the care of the
country, and no notice was taken of the dying hero’s prayer. His
brother, a clergyman, was made an earl; 100,000, were voted him
to buy an estate, and a pension of 6000% a year; 10,0001 were given
to each of his sisters.

§ 5. Pitb did not long survive England’s greatest naval com-
mander. The cares and anxieties of office, at a crisis so tremen-
dously agitating had undermined a constitution naturally feeble;
and the stimulus with which he sought to relieve them, by in-
dulging too freely in convivial wine, contributed to hasten his
decease. He expired at the age of 46, January 28rd, 1808, Of
his disinterestednoss no greater proof can be offered than that, in
spite of his apparent opportunities of enriching himself, he died
40,0007 in debt. This was discharged by a vote of parliament,
Who likewise decreed him a public interment in Westminster
Abbey: the latter was ungenerously opposed by Fox and his
Party. Notwithstanding some errors, Pitt must be regarded as
one of the greatest ministers this eonntry ever saw. His eouncils
chicfly enabled Fngland to stem the overbearing insolence and
ambition of the French republic and early empira; but his share
in this praise lies more in the skill with which he raised the siuewr_k
of war than in the prudence and wisdom with which he directed and
controlled its operations.

Attompts were made to patch up the ministry, but filed, and
the king was obliged to have resourse to Lord Grenville and all
the “Tqlents” This involved the readmission of Fox, who was
now allied with that party, and the king was obliged to waive his

“Personal dislike of that statesman. Early in February a ministry
Was formed with lord Grenville first lord of the treasury, Fox
foreign secretary, lord Howick (afterwards earl Grey) first lord of

e admiralty, Erskine lord ehancellor, &c.

Tt was naturally expected that Fox, who had so long denonnced
the war hoth as iniquiwm and impolitic, would exert himgelf to
Yerimingta it ; and he did, indeed, open communications with the

263
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gvernment through lord Yarmouth, afterwards marq L
one of tlie défenus at Verdun. But he soon disco

dleon would never agree to terms which this country
gecefib-with honour, The financial measures of the new government

were universally complained of, and especially the increase of the
obnoxious property-tax to 10 per cent,

§ 6, Napoleon bad now installed his brother Joseph as king of
Naples, his brother Louis as king of Holland, and had bestowed
12 Italian duchies upon as many of his most favoured generals,
Ferdinand IV. of Naples had, as before related, been driven to take
refuge in Sicily; and at the request of his consort, Caroline of
Austria, sister of the unfortunate Marie Antoineite, sir John Stuart,
who commanded the British forces in that island, was induced to
pass over into Calabria with a small army of less than 5000 men,
aud to try his fortune against the French general Regnier, who
occupied that province. On July 3rd an engagement took place
ut Maida, in which the French, though considerably the stronger,
were entirely defeated, Regnier fled across the Apennines, and
Stuart cleared the whole of Lower Calabria of the French ; but his
force was too small to hold it, and he was obliged to retwrn to
Bicily. It was one of the mistakes of the government to fritter
away the strength of the nation in small expeditions of this fruitless
kind. At the same time sir Sydney Smith’s squadron harassed
the French on the coast of Italy from the Tiber to the bay of
Naples.

During the negociations with Napoleon after the accession of the
ministry, he bad offered to restore Hanover. The desire of pos-
sessing that country had induced the court of Prussia to desert the
cause of Germany; and they likewise found other causes of com-
plaint against France in the confederation of the Rhine, and in the
depreciatory tone in which the Moniteur spoke of Prussia and her
pretensions, On October 1st Prussia required the French to eva-
cuate Germany; on the 14th the battle of Jena laid her at the
feet of Napoleon, a fitting reward of her perfidy and selfishness.
On the 25th the TFrench entered Berlin, and Mortier was sent
forward to occupy Hamburg and seize all Dritish property, On
November 21st appeared the celebrated Berlin Deerce, forbidding
all intercourse with England, and all use of her manufactures or
colonial produets, )

§ 7. Fox did not live to seq this event; He had been attacked
with dropsy, and after July became too unwell to attend to busi-
ness,  On September 13th he expired at the duke of Devonshire's
seat at Chiswick, whither he had proceeded on his way to his own
honse at St. Ann’s Hill. He was in his 58th year, He reeived
4 publie funeral, and was buried in the Albey, Ootober 10th, close




digcover in his character any transcendent me
, or 1o point out any great benefits that he achi
country, His influence during his lifetime seems to have been
principally aequired by his powerful and fervid oratory, and by
his engaging qualities, which attached to him a host of persoual
friends. His death did not break up the ministry ; lord Howick
succeeded to his place of foreign secretary, and Mr. Thos. Grenville
became first lord of the admiralty. ; :
Lord Greuville had made no compact with the sovereign on the
subject ot catholic emancipation, and early in March, 1807, lord
Howick brought in a bill to enable Roman catholics to serve in
the army and navy in England as well as Ireland. In the latter
country a Roman catholic officer could attain any rank except
eommander-in-chief, master general of the ordnance, or general on
the staff. .The bill was opposed by Spencer Perceval and others;
and as the king had a greab repugnance to the measure, it was not
difficult to persuade him fo dismiss the ministers. Before the end
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by)fhd side of his great rival Pitt. Postarity will he ralf ¥
; &

* of the month a new administration was formed, with the duke of

Portland as first lord of the treasury, George Canning foreign seere-
tary, lord Castlereagh secretary at war and colonies, Spencer Perceval
chancellor of the exchequer, lord Eldon chaneellor in place of Erskine,
&e. A “No Popery ” cry was raised, in wlich Wilberforce.and the
evangelical party loudly joined ; the ministers took advantade of i}
to dissolve the parliament, though it had been returned only a few
months, and the elections secured them a large majority.

A little before the dismissal of lord Grenville the abolition of
the slave-trade had been camied. That question had now been
20 years in agitation. A society had been formed for its promotion,

_of which Mr, Granville Sharpe was chairman, and of which Mr.

Wm, Wilberforce and Mr, Clarkson were distinguished members,
The inhuman traffic had been denounced by ‘several writers, but it
required the zeal and enthusiasm of the evangelical party, which
had sprung hip of late yeas, in order to effect its abolition, The
Society adopted every means by newspaper articles, pamphlets,
Speeches, &o., to influence the public mind on the subject. Pitt:
approved the cause, and a board of the privy council had heen
formed to consider the state of the African trade; but the commer-
olal interasts of the country offered a great impediment, and all that
could be ohtained at fizst was a mitigation of the horrors of ‘the
widdle passaze,

§ 8. The military expeditions arranged by lord Grenville’s ministry
ad turned out unfortunate in all quarters. Two expeditions had
been ‘Qespatched early in 1807 against Constantinople and Egypt.
Frengh intrigues, ably conducted by general Sebastiani, had induced
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o declare war against Russia, and thus diverted a g
force which might have been useful against Napol
st/ Duckworth was despatched with a gquadron to bring

4o teason: he siuccceded in passing the Dardanelles, and
appeared before Constantinople in February ; but the Turks amused
him with negociations till they had put their city in a formidable
Jostare of defence; and Duckworth made a disgraceful retreat, for
which he was subsequently brought to a court-martial. At the
same time the expedition to Egypt under major-general Frazer
proved equally unfortunate; the new ministry declined to support
it, and, in September, the remnant of the British force was oblized
to return to Sicily. The only effect of these proceedings was {hat
the Turks declared war sgainst us, and confiscated all Dritish
property.

§ 9. Meanwhile the Russiens, exhausted by tle well-contested
fields of Eylau and Friedland, and receiving Do assistance either
in men or money from England, conclnded with France the peace
of Tilsit, July Tth, 1807, to which Prussia afterwards acceded. Both
fhiese countries agreed to shuf their ports against the Fnglish ; and,
indeed, the French were in possession of those of Prossia. When
it was too late Canning despatched lord Leveson Gower to con-
ciliate the emperor Alexander: he could not even obtain an
audience, and he returned with the conviction that Alexander, by
a seoret article of the treaty of Tilsit, had placed not only his own
fleet, But also those of Sweden and Denmark, ab the disposal of
Napoleon. It was no time for hesitation, Denmark commands the
entrance to the Baltic; a large fleet was lying in her harbours; the
north of Germany was full of French troops ; and, however fiiendly
might be the disposition of the Danes, it was evident that their
movements would depend on the will of Napoleon. A powerful
armament, consisting of 25 sail of the line, 40 frizates and other
small vessels,' and 377 transports carrying 27,000 troops, was
seerotly and promptly fitted out, and sailed from Yormouth roads,
July 26th, under the command of admiral Gambier. Lord Catheart
was at the head of the land forces, under whom served sir Arthur
Wellesley, an officer who had greatly distinguished himself in
India. On August 9th the expedition was safely anchored in the
ronds of Wlsinore : negociations were opened for the delivery of the
Danish fleet, under the solemn promise that it should be restored
on the conclusion of & peace with VFrance. The proposal heing
indigmantly rejected by the crown prince, preparations were made
to enfors it, The fleet proceeded to Copenhagen, the troops wers
Janded, and batteries constricted ; and on September 2nd a bom-
pardment commenoed both by sea and land. On the evering of the
Bth the Danish commander surrendered, and on the 8th the troeps

L.
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lossesion of Copenhagen. Our whole loss did n

200 men. By October 20th the whole of the Dani

-prepared for sea, and carried off to England, together

fhense quantity of naval stores, and between 2000 and 3000 |

pieces of artillery., The island of Heligoland was also captured, and |
served as a depot for English goods to be smuggled into the con-
tinent., The rage of Bonaparte at this intelligence was terrific,
The entry of the French into Stralsund, September 1st, showed
the wisdom of our rapid and decisive movement. The Danes
declared war against us, the consequence of which was the capture
of the Danish West India islands of St. Thomas, St. John's, and
Santa Croce in December. :
§10. The king of Portugal baving refused to enforce the Berlin
Decree against England, Napoleon determined to attack that country.
For that purpoese he entered into a treaty with Spain (October 27th),
which was to have a portion of Portugal; and before the treaty
was gigned he despatelt.d an army of 30,000 men under Junot
across the Bidassoa, which entered Lisbon Nevember 30th. The

\ prince regent, with many of his. nobility and 18,000 of his subjects,
had sailed. the day previously for. the Brazils, and Bonaparte pro-

. claimed that the house of Braganza had cepsed to reign. Towards
winter Napoléon visited TItaly, and issued in the capital of Lom-
bardy, Decembér 17th, his eelebrated Milan Decree, declaring all
vesse's, of whatsoever nation, that should submit to the British'{

*_orders in council, lawful prizes. These orders had been issued in
retaliation for the Berlin Decree. They declared the whole French
coast in a atate of blockade, thus rendering nentral vessels with
French, goods on board liable to seizure, a proceeding which formed
the principal ground of quarrel with the Americans, But,in fact,
both the Berlin Decree and the orders in’council were in great degrea .
inoperative. )

No sooner was Bonaparte in possession of Portugal than, with
the help of Godoy, the Prince of the Peace, the prime minister of °
Spain and paramour of the queen, he treacherously turned his arms
azainst that country. Murat ocoupied Madrid with a French divi-
sion, The imbecile Charles IV, and his son' Ferdinand, who wag
not much better, together with Godoy and the queen, were deooyedx
to Bayonne, where a renunciztion of the Spanish throné®in favour .
of Napoleon was extorted from them in consideration of the palace
snd domains of Navarre and'a pension of 400,000 franes | 1t was
declared that the Spanish Bourbons had céased to reign: Joseph
Bonaparte, much against his will, was _mlpﬂuﬁd to exchange the
crown of Naples for that of Spain, while the _formqr was _bt‘Stowe(i’
upon Napoleon’s brother-in-law Murat. I‘i:ng Joseph  entered
Madrid July 20th (1808); but by this time the Spaniabds, who had -

5
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Arrection, had established af Seville a * supreme ju
he Indies,” and had declared Ferdinand king with
inand VII., though he was now residing in Talley.
{Valengay. In this stroggle the Spaniards displayed the
greatest animosity towards the French, and murdered all the strg-
glers they could lay hands on.

These Tevolutions were destined again to bring the English into
contact with the French on land as well as sea. General Castafios,
who commanded the Spanish army of Andalusia, applied to sir
Hew Dalrymple, commandant of Gibraltar, with a view to obtain
the assistance of England, The merchants of that place supplied
the junta of Seville with some money ; Collingwood carried his
fleat into Cadiz and lent the Spaniards what assistance he could in
ammunition, stores, &o.; and the English government at length
undertook to aid the Spanish loyalists with some troops. On
July 12th sir Arthur Wellesley sailed from Cork for the Peninsula
with about 10,000 men. Preceding the fleet in a fast vessel, he landed
at, Corunna in order to consult the junta of Galicia as to his pro-
ceedings, By their advice, with which his own views entirely
ccincided, he determined to land near Oporto. Portugal at this
time, like Spain, was in full insurrection against the French. In
the latter country Joseph had been driven out of his new capital
before he had been a fortnight in it, He had taken np his abode
at Vittoria in order to be nearer tho French frontier, and Madrid
had been ccenpied by Castafios. The British army Ianded near the

_ town of Figneim, August 1st, and, being reinforced by some troops
from Cadiz, numbered in all about 14,000 men, Junot had 17,000
or 18,000 men in Portugal ; but as many of these were in garrison,
his disposable force was not much larger than the Britigh ; and the
successes of the loyalists in Spain had cut him off from all commu=
nication with his countrymen in that kingdom, |

§ 11. Wellesley began his march upon Lisben August 9th, Tn
gbont a week he came upon & French division of 5000 men, under
Delaborde, ocoupying a strong position ab Rolica, which wag carricd
after a strmggle of two hours, On the 19th he reached Vimiera,
where .he was reinforced by two British brigades, under generals
Anstruthes and Acland, making his whole force about 17,000 men,
besides 1600 Portugucse. On the 21st was fought the battle of
Vimiara, in which in two hours the French swere completely de-
feated with the loss of 14 guns snd many prisoners. But Wellesley
was now superseded by sir Harry Burrard. The governmens had
determined to raise the amy in the Peninsula to 80,000, under
gir Hew Dalrymple, with sir Harry Burrard as second in command,
whila gir Arthur Wellesley, siv John Moore, and others were to be
generals of division. Bir H, Burrard by suspending the pursuit
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ko fruits of the victory, and the French, to their o

dhpuent, got safe to Torres Vedras. Next day sir

arrived, the command being thus twice changed M

. On August 80th a convention was signed by which Junot
amreed to evacuate Portugal. This freaty is often erroneously called
the “ Convention of Cintra,” becanse sir H. Dalrymple's despatches
announcing it were dated from that place: but in fact Cintra lice
between Torres Vedras and Lisbon; and consequently, had the
convention been made’there, the British must have been already
in’ possession of the former strong position, which, on the contrary,
“fell into their hands through the convention.® The French were
deprived of the spoils of the royal musewy and library, church
plate, &»., which they were preparing to carry off. A Russian fleef
blockaded in the Tagus was sutrendered. Early in September the
British army-entered Ligbon, when siv A. Wellesley, who was justly
of opinion thathig achievements with the army deserved something
more than a subordinate post; obtained leave to return home.

Soon after the battle of Vimiera sic John Moore was appointed
fo the command of 20,000 men destined to co-operafe with the
Spaniards in driving the French from the north of Spain. On
November 11th he crossed the frontier intp Leon, and advanced
by Ciudad Rodrigo to Salamanca. Meanwhile Napoleon himself

had entered Spain at the lLicad, of some chosen troops; and having®
‘replaced his brother at Madrid, December 4th, he proceeded to seek
sic John Moore. The latter hid discovered that there was no.
Spanish force on which he could rely for suppart, and he had been
contemplating & retreat; but in consequence of some false intelli-
genee that he received from Mr. Frere, formerly our minister at,
Madrid, +he determined to advance, and, hefore Napoleon conld
, cume up, strike a blow at Soult, who'was on the banks of the
Carion with about 18,000 men, But Boulb had withdrawn ; and,
Moore, apprehensive of being surrounded, commenced a vetreat.
Napoleon was close at his heels, On January 1st, 1809, he was at
Astorga with 70,000 infantry, 10,000 cavalry, and 200 guns; and
from this place he could descry the British rear. But he was now
called away by news from Austria, and left the pursuit to Soult.
The tveather was bad, the roads miserable, provisions seauty, and
the British had often to face about and repulse the enemy. At

t, on January 13th, Moore reached Cornnna ; but the transports

did not arvive till the following dey ; Soult had got possession of
the hills yound the town, and it was necessary to fight a battle

' t0 cover the embarkation. This tock place en the 16th: Moore .

had between 15,000 and 16,000 infantry in-line, Soult about

20,000,—the ground was, not good for cavalry. In defendiag the

villago of Elvina, against which the French were making & con-
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) &tack, Moore was struck in the breast by a cannon
arried to Corunna in a blanket, often stopping to
nAhe progress of the battle. The French were beaten L
tongethé whole line, but night coming on prevented all pursuif;
and as the remainder of Soult’s forces might be expected every
hour, it was determined to hasten the embarkation. Sir J. Moore
died that evening, and was buried at midnight on the ramparts
“with his martial cloak around him,” for the Spaniards use no
coffine, The embarkation, being covered by some line-of-battle
ghips, was completed in safety by the 18th. During the whole
campaign Moore received no assistance from the Spaniards, who,
on the contrary, were a positive hindrance to him by crossing his
line of retreat at Astorga. }

§ 12. The English ministry, however, were determined to pursue
the war in the Peninsula, in which they wero encouraged by the
distraction eaused to the French arms by the war with Austria ; and
Mr. Canning exccuted a treaty of alliance with the Spanish insur-
gents, or rather loyalists, January 14th. The English nation, in spite
of the long struggle it had already maintained, was so little crippled
in its resources, that a loan of eleven millions was raised at a lower
interest than had ever before been known. Yet many abuses were
at this time discovered in the bestowal of military and naval patron-
age, in some of which the duke of York himself, the commander-in-
chief, was implicated. It appeared, from some charges brought
against him in the House of Commons by Mr. Wardle, a Welsh
colonel of militia, that the duke, abandoning himself to the influence
of one Mrs, Clarke, a proflizate but clever and insinuating mistress,
had bestowed commissions in the army on several unworthy persons,
gtich as Mrs. Clarke’s brother, and even her footman. Before the
fermination of the proceedings the duke resigned his office, and the
investigation was dropped. About the same time the commissioners
of naval and those of military inquiry brought to light a great’
many abuses and frauds in the method of conducting the business of
those departments,

The chief command in the Peninsula was now given to sir Arthur
Wellesley, who advised that in the first instance our exertions should
be coufined to Porfuzal. On April 22 he arrived at Lisbon, where,
including a body of Portuguese under lord Beresford, he found him-
gelf ab the head of about 25,000 men. On the 9th of May he
directed his march upon Oporto, now oceupied by Soult, who, after
the battle of Corunna, had invaded Portugal. In a few days the
Douro was crossed and the French driven ont in precipitate flight.
Wellesley now entered Spain, and formed a junction with the
Bpanish general Cuesta at Oropesa in Hstremadura.  Cuesta’s srmy,
however, amounting to about 30,000 men, was in very ‘bad conditisn,
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Aily 26th arnd the two following days marshals Vi

agtini attacked the position of the allied armies belore

gpttack was mainly directed against the allied left, held

pfish, and especially a height occupied by general Hill: the
Spaniards on the right were comparatively safe, from the nature
of the ground. At one time the British centre was broken, the
guards, after repulsing the French, having got into disorder by pur-
suing them too far; but the advance of the enemy was arrested by
the 48th regiment. On the evening of the 28th all firing ceased,
both armies retaining their original position; but in the night the
French retreated over the Alberche. This was one of tlie most
bloody and best contested battles in the Peninsular war, The
French lost 7000 men killed and wounded; the British upwards of
5000. This victory gained Wellesley the title of viscount Wellingto
of Talavera. The British, however, were not in a condition to pene-
trate further. The French, who had 200,000 men dispersed in Spain,
were gathering from all sides, and early in August, besides Victor and
Sebastiani, marshals Soult, Ney, Morticr, Kellermann, and kKing

. Joseph himself, were in Estremadura, The English general retired
into Portugal by Trujillo and Dadajoz ; and sir Robert Wilson also
returned, who at the head of a light corps of Spanish and Portu-~
guese had pushed on as far as Madrid. Before the end of the year
the French had virtually ennihilated the Spanish forces, and lord
Wellington now concentrated his attention on the defence of Por-
tugal, fixing his head-quarters at Viseu, with advanced posts
towards Cindad Rodrigo,

§ 13. We must now turn our attention towards another theatre
of war, Wo have already adverted to Napoleon’s sudden aban-
donment of the pursuit of sir John Moore, which was occasioned
by a Lreach with Austria. In March, 1809, the emperor Francis
declared war against him. DBut Napoleon, inflicting a severe
defeat upon the archduke Charles at Eckmiibl, marched rapidly to
Vienna, which he entered with little resistance May 13th, He
had still, however, to fight the battle of Aspern, near Vienna, in
‘Which he may be said to have been defeated. But the French
army was allowed time to recover from the shock, and the bloody
'b&l.Lle of Wagram followed, which laid Austria at Napoleon’s feet. [
This was succeeded by the disgraceful peace of Schonbrunn,f|
October 14th, which subsequently led to the marriage of Napoleon |
With the archduchess Maria Louisa, TIn the same year Napoleon |
&nnexed the States of the Church to Franee, and, having been ex- ]
®mmunicated by Piug VII, he caused that pontiff to be carried /
off to Savona.

In order to support the Austrian struggle, the English ministry
Tolved to divert the French smms by an expedition to the
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specially as Napoleon was attempting to con
mtwdip and Flushing into great nayal depts,  Before the e

“ngf..Juily’ 87 sail of the line and an army of 40,000 men were

Jespatched, but under two most incompetent leaders—the earl of

Chatham, Pitt’s elder brother, and rear-admiral sir Richard

‘Strachan, The opinion of the more experienced officers was for a

coup-de-main on Antwerp; instead of which, a forfnight was

- gpent in reducing Flushing, during which time the Scheldt had
been strongly fortified; and 40,000 men thrown into Anfwerp.
The enterprise was then abandoned as impracticable, and the
expedition returned home, leaving about 16,000 men in possession

. of the isle of Walcheren. !These however began rapidly to dis-
appear, from the effects of the fever and ague common on that
unhealthy coast, and in a short time half the force were in hos-
pital. Aftet the treaty of Schonbrunn the cccupation of Walcheren
was deemed of no advantage, and towards the middle of Noyem-
ber it was evacuated, the -harbour; 'arsenal, and magazines of
Tlushing hoving been destroyed as far as. possible, Such was
the end of an expedition said to have cost 20 millions.

Another diversion was attempted jn Calabria, where the news
of Napoleon’s “excommunication had  excited a great sensation
amony the people. In June sir J. Stuart again crossed over from

- Bicily, with 15,000 men, while sir William Hoste’s squadron and
flotillas of* gunboats and small armed vessels operated upon' the
oonst. 'The French retired Defore sir J, Stuart, but little was
alfected besides the dismantling of the castles of Ischia and Procida,
and the destruction of sqveral forts and batteries; and after the

“capitulation of the Austrians the army refumed to Bicily, In
the antumn five of the seven Tonjan islands, then beld by the
French, were captured,  Santa Matra held out till the following
gpring; and Corfu, the most important of the whole, was 1ot
obtained till 1814, when it was ceded by Lonis XVIIE, We pasd
over the remaining exploits of this year, the taking of some French
West India colonies, and various minor sticeesses at seq.

814, A feeling of jealousy had long existed between Mr. Can-
ning and Jord Castlereagh, which being heightened by mutual
Yeeriminations after the failure of the Walcheren expedition, a duel
ensned, in which Canning was wounded, ‘Both had previonsly
resigned; and the duke of Portland dying soon after, the ministry
secmed tottering fo its fall.  Mr. Pereeval, however, accepted the
office of first lord: of the treasury, retaining also ‘the exchequer;
tho marquess Wellesley, our representative with the Spanish junts,
wag sent for and becatay foreign secretary in place of CanninZi
lord Liverpool was transferred from'the home office to lord Castle-
reagh's place of secretary at war, with lord Polmerston as under-

L



«J« April, 1810, some serious riots occurred in London. Jo
ale Jones being charged with a breach of privilege for abusing
the House of Commons for closing their gallery during the discus-
sion on the Walcheren business, sir Francis Burdett, in defending
him, used language for which he was committed to the Tower.
On his way thither the mob were very riotous; the windows of
several unpopular noblemen and gentlemen were broken, and some
lives were lost. On the prorogation of parliament sir Francis was
of course liberated ; but he disappointed the populace of an ex-
pected ovation by going home by water.

In the Peninsula the Spaniards had been beaten on every point,
and the junta itself was obliged to take refuge in Cadiz, which in
February, 1810, was invested by o French army. A British force
of about 6000 men had been thrown into that place to assist in’ the

~ defence, and the English fleet kept open the communication by sea ;

but the blockade was not raised till August, 1812, After the peace
with Austrin Napoleon was enabled to throw large reinforcements
into Spain, ineluding some of his best troops. The *Army of
Portugal,” comprising 90,000 men under Massena, was cantoned
in Old Castile and Lecn. Massena threatened to drive the English
out of Portugal in three months, for which purpose he advanced
with a force of more than 60,000 men. Lord Wellington had
24,000 British troops, and more than double that number of Portu-
gugse, who made much better soldiers than the Spaniards; but part
of his force was detached south of the Tagus, to watch Soult’s Army
of Andalusia. The French advanced by Ciudad Rodrigo and
Almeida, which they took ; and Wellington fell back upon a strong
position at Sierra de Busaco, near Coimbra. The British line,
uxtending nearly eight miles, but with extensive gaps, was attacked
by the French with great vigour on the morning of September 27th,
They were repulsed, however, with the loss of 5000 men; and Mus-
sena, instead of renewing the attempt, seized the pass of Bolalya,
thus opening the road to Coimbra by tuming the British left.
Wellington now retired npon the famous lines of Tomes Vedras,
tearly 30 miles north of Lisbon, a position which his eagle eye had
marked out in the preceding year. These lines were three: the first
or outermost ran from Alhandra on the Tagus to the heights of
Torres Vedras, and thence along the little river Zizambre fo the
sea; the second began at Quintilla, lower down the Tagus, and ran,
at a distance varying from six to ten miles from the former, hy
Bucellas and Montachique to the mouth of the little river San
Lorenzo; the third or innermost wWas merely intended, in cose of
need, o gover the embarkation of the army on board the flect in the



GEORGE III. Caap, X3

as/covered by the fleet and gunboats in the Tagus.

Te fortified with breastworks, abattis, &ec., and nearly 100
redonbts or forts, mounting upwards of 600 guns, Some of them
were capable of holding several hundred men, and one required a
garrison  of 3000. Wellington entered these lines October 8th,
Massena came up three days afterwards, and was filled with despaiz
at the sight. After viewing them about a month he retired in the
middle of November into winter-quarters without having attempted
anything, 4

Qur general operations this year were not unattended ‘with success.
An attempt of the French upon ficily was repulsed with great loss.
By the end of the year they had been deprived of all their posses-
sions in both Indies. The Dutch had also lost most of their East
Indian settlements, and in the following year’the remainder were
reduced.  On the continent, however, the Fremch empire was ex-
fending. Napoleon, having deposed his intractable brother Louis,
annexed Holland to France; and the German coast to Hamburg
being afterwards added, the French émpire might be said to extend
from Naples to the frontiers of Denmark, embracing a_population of
80 millions, Nearly all the rest of Europe were Napoleon's allics;
and Bernadotte, one of his marshals, had been elected crown prince
of Sweden,: Detween him and Napoleon, however, there was a great
antipathy : and when the former came next year to the Bwedish

erown, he adopted Swedish views, conciliated the friendship. of

England, and ultimately declared against kis former patron,

§ 15, At home the scene was clouded by a return of the king’s

malady, brought on perhaps by the death of his beloved danghter,
the pringess Amelia. Mr. Perceval now proposed the prince of
Wales as regent, under the same restrictions with recard to the,
creation of peers, the granting of offices, &c., as 4hose laid down by
Pitt in 1788. The arrangements were not finally completed till
January, 1811, George I1L never recovered, and the regency con-
sequently lasted till his death in 1820, < At first it was anficipated
that there would be s change of ministry, and lorda Grey-and

Grenville were actually employed to draw up answers to the:

addresses of parliament; but being disgusted by some alterationd
suggested by Sheridan, they declined any further interferénce, and
the old ministry was retained, Shortly after the dule of York was
- reinstated as commander-inxghief. 4 !

Early in 1811 Soult invaded Portugal from Andalusia, in order
to eo-operate with Massena, .Ho took Olivenza and Badajoz; but
by fhis time Massena’s army was in o state of sickness and disor=
gaization, and he ‘was oblizéd {o commence & retreat, elosely

L1
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% by the English, His march was first directed on
orfo: but his attempt to pass the Mondego at th

Plabe being repulsed, he retrcated nup the left bank of thal

tich harassed by the British. The French committed the most
horrible cruclties and devastations in their retreat, burning every
town and village through which they passed, and maltreating the
inhabitants, For these excesses, Massena, & man of brutal and
ferocious character, must be held responsible. e entered Spain
April 6th. In this pursuit much extra fatigue fell upon lord
Wellington, in consequence of several gemeral officers having
returned to England on pretence of private business.

The draughts made by Soult for Portugal baving reduced the
French army blockading Cadiz to 16,000 men, general Graham
(lord Lynedoch), with about 4000 men, partly Portuguese, pro-
cceded by sea to Algeciras, in the bay of Gibysltar; and having
been joined at Tarifa by 7000 Spaniards, marched by way of Me-
dina Sidonia towards the French position, with the view of taking
them in the rear. Graham had expected that the Spaniards would
have held the heights of Barrosa; but when he arrived there he
found them oecupied by marshal Vietor with 8000 men and a
formidable artillery. With his small division Graham carried them
at the point of the bayonet in little more than an hour ; with great
loss, indeed, though almost twice as great on the side of the French.
Bui, not being supported by the Spaniards, he was unable to follow
up his victory, and the whole enterprise led to no result,

Towards the end of April, Massena, who had received reinforce-
ments which swolled his army to 40,000 foot and 6000 horse, re-
entered Portugal with the view of relieving the fortress of Almeida.
Wellington marched to oppose him with 82,000 foot and 1200
horse, They met at Fuentes de Onoro, on the evening of May
8rd: a fierce struggle ensued for the possession of the place, ana
ultimately tho French were driven out. Early on the morning of
the Bth Massena vigorously renewed the attack, which was kept
up till evening, when the French rotired with great loss. A few
days after they evacuated Almeida, ~Napoleon was so dissatisfied
With Massena, that he superseded him in the command by general
Marmont, Marmiont, however, could do no better than his pre-
decessor, and retived to Salamanca. “

A little after (May 16th) & memorable battle was fought between 3
marshal Boresford, who was hesieging Badajoz, and Soult, who had
Marched to its relief. Soult had about 23,000 men and 50 guns;
Beresford had 27,000; but of these moro than & thivd were
Spaniards, who fled at the first attack, and left the centre, where
tho British were posted, exposed to all the fury of the French
assault, The vietory was Poreslord’s, after six hours of desperate
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t of 6000 British who contended with the Tr
the ridze of Albmera, only about 1500 were left
The French lost 9000 men, Soult did not think

7 the attack ; and Beresford being reinforced a day or two
with 1500 English, Soult retreated on Seville. On the

19th Wellington himself arrived with two fresh divisions, and the

siege of Badajoz was resumed. But a large French force ap-
proaching, the aiege was abandoned after two unsuccessful assaulis,

and Wellington fell back on Campo Maypr. A little after, the
successes of general Hill obliged the French to evacuate the greater

part of Fstremadura, “But in the eastern provinces of Spain they

were everywhere trinmphant.. 0

§ 16, Tlie beginning of 1812 was marked by some ministérial
changes. The marquess Wellesley resigned, objecting to serve
under Mr. Peeeval, though not with him, and lord Castlereagh
occupied his plice’as foreign secretary. Shortly afterwards Per-
ceval himself was removed by the hand of an assassin, He was
shot in the lobby of the House of Commons about five o'clock
in the afternoon of May 11th; by one Bellingham, a Liverpool
broker, whose petitions bad been rejected, and expired in a few
minutes, The assassin was convicted and hanged within a week.
Upon this event all the ministers tendered their resignations, and
an attempt was madé to constiuct & whig cabinet ; but it failed.
Lord Liverpool now became premier, and Mr, Vansittart chancellor
of the exchequer, The fivancial measures of Perceval were adopted,
and it was resolved to push the war with vigour,

Wellington opened the campaign in thé Peninsula with the eap-
ture of Ciudad Rodrigo, which was taken, Jan. 19, after less than a
fortuight's siege, The Spaniards now first began to appreciate his
genius : the Cortes voted him their thanks, and the title of duke of
Ciudad Rodrigo. The English parliament granted him an amuuity
of 20001, ta be annexed to the earldom to which he was now raised. *
Shortly after Dadajoz was again invested (March 16), and was carried,
April 6, but with a terrible slangliter, Sounlt, who was advancing to
its relief, now again retreated towards Seville, pursued by the British,
who overtook and routed his rear-gnard at Villa Garcia. General
Hill having by a masterly moverent eut off the communication be-
twean Scult and Marmont, by seizing Almaraz, which covered the
passage of the Tagus, Wellington, no longer redueced to the defensive,
prepared to advance into Spain. He had now 40,000 men, but one
division consisted of Spaniards. Marmont had about 50,000, and
was much superior in cavalry and artillery, yet he evacnated, fala-~
marnea when Wellington appeared before it (June 16). As an in=
starica of the barbarous manter in which the French conducted the
war in Spain, it may be mentioned that during their occupation ¢
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ot

rated university town they had destroyed 22 ou

In July both armies were facing each other on th

refia.  On the 20th, Marment, who had been rei

5 army in motion to regain the banks of the Tormes, and cut
off Wellington's communication with Salamanca. Wellington im-
mediately started after him, the two armies moving in parallel
colnmns within sight of each other, yet refraining from all Tostilities,
except the occasional exchange of a cannot-shot. It was a sort of
race which should arrive first at the Tormes, The armies crossed
that river, the British at the bridge of Salamanca, the Trench at the
fords higher up ; and both took up positions on the south bavk, On
the 22nd, Marmont having too much extended and weakened his
left, Wellington took advantage of the error and completely defeated
him, Wellington in his despatch calculates the French loss at from
17,000 to 20,000 men, and says it was admitted that their whole
army would have been in his hands had there been an hour more
daylight. Marmont himself was wounded by a shell. The French,
now under general Clausel, fled precipitately to Valladolid, which
they abandoned on the approach of the British. Hearing that king
Joseph, with 20,000 men, was threatening his flank and rear, Well-
ington, leaving a force on the Duero to wateh Clausel, tnrned upon
him, pursued him on the road to Madrid through St. Tdefonso, and
€ntered the Spanish capital August 12, the French and their Spanish
Partisans hurrying from it in the greatest haste. On the 14th the
French garrison in the Retiro palace surrendered, when 180 guns,
20,000 stand of arms, and an immense quantity of warlike stores -
~ Were captured.

One of the firsh results of the fall of the capital was that Soult
abindoned the blockade of Cadiz and retired to Granada; but Well-
ington soon found that it would be impossible with his force to hold
a1 open town like Madrid in the presence of the large and well-disci~
blined French armies both in the north and south of Spain, and he
Fetired on Salamanca, and subsequently went into winter quarters ab
Ciudad Rodrigo.

§ 17, During our arduous struggle with the French the Americans

displayed no friendly disposition towards this country. They
Were incensed at onr exercise of the right of search, which had been
Orced npon us by the Berlin Decree, and they insisted on the doctrine
that the neutral flag makes free goods. In 1811 Napoleon released

& Americans from the observance of the Berlin and Milan decrees ;
4 i the same year the Americans passed against us & non-inter-
S0UTsa act, by which all British goods arriving in Ameriea were to

Seized, unless we recalled the obnoxious orders in council before
8luded to." These were tevoked in favour of America in June, 1812,
“mmugh we had been already subjected to many insnlts from the
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C .}, which we had disregarded. But the concession, it

S8 cafne /too late: the Americans had declared war a few da;

“pravie They had long been making preparations for a strogg
Which promised to be profitable to them ; and they immediately
despatehed to Canada a body of 2500 men under general Hull, Pro-
clamations were issued inviting the Canadians to throw off the British
yoke; but they remained faithful, and the military neasures adopted
by general Brock were so judicious that in less than two months
Hull was obliged to capitulate, A second attémpt under general
Wadsworth was repulsed with great loss. At sea the Americans suc-
ceeded in capturing some of our frigates, owing fo their own being
much more heavily armed. ' :

Meanwhile that breach between France and Russia had ocourred

shich ultimately proved one of the chief causes of Napoleon's down-
fall. Both Russia and Sweden had declined to carry ouf the Beriin
Decree ; and in March, 1812, a treaty was concluded between those
powers, in consequence of which Napoleon made active preparations
for war, Before entering on it he was willing to patch up a peace
with England, and was ready to make large concessions ; but as he
gtill demanded Spain for his brother Joseph, his proposals were nob
entertained, Napoleon then undertook his disastrous expedition into
Russia, which it does not belong to our subject to narmate. The
burning of Moscow, which he entered September 15, forced him to 8
retreat, during which the greater part of his vast host was annihila
either by the inclemency of the weather or the sword of the enemy
whilst Napoleon himself, with his usual intolerance of reverses, aban-
doning his army to its fate, travelled post-haste to Paris, where he
arrived December 18, thoroughly beaten and discomfited, During
the summer a treaty was concluded between England and Swedes,
and subsequently between England and Russia; and when the
Byitish parliament assembled in November, a grant of 200,0001, was

L

voted for the relief of the sufferers in Russia, in addition to a 1arge

amount raised by private subscription. The parlisment also o
100,0001, to lord Wellington.

§ 18. The French reverses, which not only prevented Napoleor
from sending reinforcements into Spain, Tut also obliged him t0
vocall marshal Soult and 20,000 men from that country in order to
oppose the advance of the Russians, opened & brightening prospect
for the British arms in the Peninsula. The Spanish pmvisiGN‘I
government, at last throwing aside their ridiculous pride, made 10
Wellington cormander-in-chief of the Spanish forces—a proceeding
however, which did not add much to his strength, as they were
little beiter than an undisciplined rabble. The greatest service the
Spaniards rendered ‘was in guerilla warfare. The whole force ©f
whicl Wellington eould rely was under 70,000 British and Portd”
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which about 6000 were cavalry. In May, 1818, he i

three divisious, the centre being led by himsclf, the|n
Rowland Hill, the left by sir Thomas Graham. The advance
; made by Valladolid, the French retreating before him till they
! ook up a strong position in front of the town of Vittoria, This was
! ; ‘abtacked June 21, and carried after an obstinate resistance, the French
being driven through the town, and pursued il it grew dark., The
whole of the French artillery, baggage, and ammunition, togetler
with property valued at a million sterling, was captured on this ccea-
sion; and king Joseph himself was nearly seized by a party of the
10th hussars. The French army fled in the greatest disorder to
Pampluna; but as that place would evidently have fo sustain a
sicge or blockade, the garrison would admit none of their countrymen
xeept king Joseph. The remainder of the fugitives pursued their
flight, and did not rally till they reached the Pyrences. Pampluna
and St, Sebastian were soon invested by the allies, and the passes of
the Pyrences occupied from Roncesvalles to Irun, at the mouth of
the Bidassoa.

Napoleon now sent Soult, with the title of *lieutenant of the
€mperor,” to reorganise the defeated army and defend the frontiers of
Prance, The former commission he executed with great promptitude
and gkill at St. Jean Pied de Port ; the latter was beyond his power,
t ough he made some desperate aftempts, and even succeeded in re-

E2ining two of the mountain-passes. On four consecutive days (27th

' ' 80th July) bloody and persevering attacks were made upon the

lied Tine, ‘but they were repulsed ; and on the 31st Soult was ia

Ell Tetreat for France. These engagements have been called the

ttles of the Pyrences.” Soult would have been fairly entangled

d surrounded ab San Estevan, but for the imprudence of three

am“ken English soldiers who were surprised near his quarters. His

b‘:ﬁy suffered severe losses in that temible-pass. He now refired

ind the Bidassoa, and Wellington hialted. !

rib?n Angust 31 St. Sebastian was carried by assault, bub with ter-

hJ.nﬂ loss; and the castle surrendered in a few dn)-ﬁ after, Pamp-

inva held oug till October 81 ; but Wellinglon, lmv_mg t_hat fort}'css

. d%m crossed the Bidassoa early in that month _\\‘n.h his lelt wing,

al Soult retreated to the Nivelle, Before the middle of November

A the allied army was on French ground. Wellington had issued

Clamation containing the strictest injunctions not to molest the

lo inhabitants, which the Spaniards could not be brought ta

mft{ and at last he was obliged to send most of them back over the

Bey ;;? The peasants of the south of_l"mncta 01’?""*’;5*-"1 by the con-

t”"gch“’ \\_’elcomed the English a8 deliverers. On I‘\m'em‘lwr 10 the

iy, Position on the Nivelle was forced. Soult then r_enreil to !31&

'm:"‘hed camp at Rayonne whenoe he made gome skilful attacks
! Shaxn. 2n
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d English posts, but withont success. The allies then w
¢ wWokks into winter quarters,
529/ The whole continent was now in arms against Napoleon.
¢ his disastrous retreat from Russia the emperor Alexander had
fung upon his rear; and as the forces of Russia approached the
west, the Poles,and then the Prussians, rose to join them. A senti-
ment of the national degradation had at length been aroused among
the Prussians which the king dared not venture to oppose. The news
of Wellington's glorious campaign in the Peninsula also stimulated
the Germans to resistance. Frederick William ITL king of Prussia,
and Alexander emperor of Russia, contracted an alliance offensive
and defensive (Feb, 28), wliich was ratified at Kalisch. This coali-
tion, being the sixth against France, was joined by Great Britain
(June 14), Napoleon, howeyer, was still superior in force to the

allies. By the most unsparing conscription he had raised 700,000

men, half of whom were despatched into Germany ; but they were
raw recruits, necessarily much inferior to those with which he had
won his early victories, He gained in May the battles of Lutzen
and Bautzen ; but they were bloody, and led to little result, The
French reoccupied Leipsic and Dresden, and an armistice was agreed
upon, from June 5 to Augnst 10, to give time for negociations medi-

ated by Austria, Napoleon haughtily refused to give up his con-

quests beyond the Rhine; and at the conclusion of the armistice
Austria joined the coalition against him, although the emperor’s
daugliter had been left regent of France, England supplied the
Prussians, Hanoverians, and Swedes with money and stores. Then
followed the battles at Dresden, Gross Beeren, Dennewilz,. and the
Katzbach, in all which the French were defeated, and finally the
crowning battle of Leipsic, called by the Germans the Vitkerschlachts
or battle of the nations, from the numbers engaged, at which Napoleott
was comypletely overthrown, and compelled to a retreat as disastrous
as that from Moscow, recrossing the Rhine with less than a quarter
of the enormous army he had collected in Germany. He reac
Paris November 9, though beaten, still arrogant and Jresumptuous:
In February 1814 Wellington again took the field, and Houlty
retired before him across the Gave d'Oléron, On the 27th he ¥&2
defested at Orthez with great loss, and Wellington pushed on to ‘-h‘;
Adour, directing sir John Hope to invest Bayonne, and mﬁf‘ﬂ‘l?e
Beresford to occupy Dordesux. On the arrival of the last %
mayor and citizens proclaimed Louis XVIIL of their own accuit i
for Wellington studiously avoided all interference in favour of ke
Bourbons, Soult now retreated upon Toulouse ; and Wellingtors iy ;
reached that city March 27th, found him posted on the right he
of the broad and rapid Garonne. It was the th of April be fom‘
Dritish army could be conveyed to the other side, aud on the
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&
Bunday, was fought the bloody battle which takes i
o/town. - The force of Wellington was a little superio

—Sottlteyvas much stronger in actillery. His position was carried, bub

jthconsiderable loss, and on the night of the 11th he evacuated
Toulouse and retreated towards Carcassone. In that night he
Iarched 21 miles: yet some French writers have claimed the
}Jattla of Toulouse as one of their victories! Wellington entered
Toulouse on the 12th, and in the afternoon received intelligence that
Napoleon had abdicated at Fontaineblean six days before the battle.
Soult, af; first refused to acknowledge the provisional government
“stablished in the name of Louis XVIIL, ; but on receiving further
Itelligence a convention was signed on the 18th. On the 14th
general Thouvenot, though apprized of the state of affairs at Paris,
hmtuily made a night sally from Bayonne, in which a great number
9f men were killed and wounded on both sides.

§ 20, 'We must now briefly advert to the events which thus put
0 end to the glorious progress of Wellington. During February
and March Napoleon had obstinately contested with far inferior

- ®orces the advance of the allies from the Rhine, displaying all Lis

ﬁnm qQualities as a general. During this campaign a congress of
'@ ministers of the allied powers and of France was held at Cha-
t'’1‘:'11*Iiur-Se.ine, England being represented by lord Castlereagh.
Y offered those boundaries which France pretends to claim ns
h" Batural limits—the Pyrences, the Alps, and the Rhine: but to
u £5¢ proposals Napoleon refused to accede till too late, It does
e hel‘mg to our snbject to narrate this campaign, and it will suffice
of 82y that after several battles the emperor Alexander and the king
i entered Paris, March 31st, The allied sovereigns now
S0 to treal with Napoleon, who had retired to Fontaineblean
obliged to abdicate, April 11th, and o provisional govern-
th:r‘:t Was formed to effect the restoration of the Bourbons, At
thy ; tance of the emperor Alexander, Napoleon was allowed to retain
he "@Perial title, the isle of Elba was assigned as his dominion, and
lang wm reccive from France a pension of six million francs. Eng-
%Wx, X“% ]110 party to this treaty, but afterwards assented to it,
arjg o~ ' 111, who during his exile had resided in England, entered
B’iinihm State May 3rd, and on the 30th be signed with Great
])]: Whi{,hAHStﬁ-a’ Russia, and Prussia a treaty of peace and alliance,
Mineq anthe French boundaries, with some additions, were deter-
Mulh d secured ag they existed in 1792 The possession of

he

He Wag

Ho )e‘:ta dependencies was confirmed to England : the Cape of
al the F ad ‘bean secured by & previous treaty with Holland ; but
Al the, a0k East India colonies, except Ceylon, were restored,

&
uh@[-‘t T:] “hies possossed by France in 1792 were also restored,
% 8t. Lucie, and the Isle of France : and several islands
993



