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i g ; il "Lli'."
It is hoped ‘that’ the melaneholy interest econ~:

 ferved by events upon the countries bordering on

(the Indus, may Justify the publication of these

|

‘ Velumes,

Should the information afforded inerease the
gtock of knowledge already possessed, my labours

| may prove meither ill-timed nor unprofitable, Ao

counts of several of the journeys, &ec., performed
* prior to 1831, differing in no essential manner from

' those now given, found their way to the govern-

bl

!

:-""

ment-offices both in India and England. Tn the
dourse of the work I have expressed ‘regret that
“this should have been the case, but only under the
apprehension that they may have been made to

| subserve the interested schemes of artful and de-

signing men,—a purpose for which most certainly
‘they were never written.
The late Sir Alexander Burnes, in a letter of 9th

March, 1886, wrote to me :— For some years past

. I have often ecrossed your path and I' havg never

done so without finding the impressions which T
- had imbibed regarding your talents, your honour,
~and your zeal strengthened.” [ quote this passage
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" merely o' shéw that while Sir' Alexander! could

privately acknowledge that he had “often crossed

¢ 'my path, &e.,” he found it inconvenient as regard-
~ed his pretensions publicly to avow so wmuch;

and T am in possession of u letter from England,
informing me that my papers were considered
valuable at the India House, ag “ corroborating the
accuracy of Captain Burnes' statoments.” It will
be seen that 1 was guiltless of the wild projects
which would seem from the first to have possessed
the mind of that unfortunate officer, and which he
was mainly instramental in forcing the Government
to attempt, however notoriously the results have

been digastrous to it and fatal to himself.

In the concluding chapters of the third volume,
I have slightly noticed the commercial mission of
Captain Barnes in 1837-38. 1 have, perhaps, said
enough to convey an idea of it; it would have heen
painful to have said more. The late Dr. Lord

was ‘commissioned by Lord Awuckland to write a !

history of it. To have glossed over so flagrant a
failure probably exceeded his ability, and  the
task undertaken with temerity was abandoned in
despair.

T have also alluded to the honour done me by

Sir John Hobhouse in enrolling me amongst the

defenders of Lord Auckland's pelicy. In declining

the honour, I trust T have, although briefly, still
safficiently, shown that I am not entitled to it. I

wrole the few remarks I made on this subjeet with
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I 3 tlw Bpne&h of Sir John, as it appe&red inthe “ Times,"
before me. T have now the pubhshed speech, which
from the very circumstance of its being published,
I presume the ex-minister to be proud of. In the
“Times” I am quoted as having written: “In the .
Tecent: efforts of Shili Shjah there is little doubt
but that if a single British officer had gone with
him, as a mere reporter of his proceedings to the
Governor~general, his simple appearance would have
sufficed for the Shéab's re-establishment.” 'There is
no doubt that these ‘observations were made by mo
in 1835 or 1836 on some occasion, and that they
could not have been imagined by the “Times” re-
porter; therefore it may be supposed they were
quoted by Sir John Hobhouse, although they sre
omitted in the published version of the speech.

It was the general opinion in Kéabal that if a
single British officer had accompanied the Shah in
1834, that he would have heen suceessful—and I
could understand that there was truth in it. A
single British officer might have done as niuch in
‘1838; and 1 question whether, if Sir Alexander
Burnes had been entrusted with the Shih's restora-
tion, he would bave been accompanied with more
than the regiment or two which he considercd neces-
‘sary; but yhen Mr. Secretary Macuaghten became
dnspired by the desire to acquire renown amnd to
~hexuriate in Kébal, the extensive armament was
- deeided upon, which was utterly unnecessary, and
which has eonduced to the subsequent mischief as
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much 88 the incapacity of those diret!tlng Mfor ﬂl?‘ i
the hands of abler men it might have also, provad
a fatal experiment.

I may here controvert the opinion any enbar—
tain that Shah Stijah was unpopular with his Af-
ghans,  His career proves that he was not. Re-
peatedly, with scanty funds and resources, he has
been able to eollect thousands around him, and,
although from his irresolution generally unsnecess-
ful, he never lost this power until the British de-
stroyed it for him. 1In the' misfortunes the re-
membrance of which still exeites our horror, there
was no one more to be pitied than the Shéh, for
no wan could be placed in & more critical or com=-
promised situation. Before leaving Ferozpur, he
remarked that he was conscions that he should ae-
quire 2 * badndm,” a bad name for ever, but that
he should again see Kabal, There was no reason
that the exiled prince should have lost his re-
putation. A single British officer, or even a regi-
ment or two might not have injured it. The envoy
and minister and his host ruined it. The Afghéns
had no obhjections to the mateh, they disliked the
manner ol wooing.

Even after the entry of the Shih into Kébal,
had the army retired agreeably to the Simla pro-
clamation, he might still bave reigned there; but
this did not consist with the views of the govern-
ment from that time revealed.—It was found re-
quisite to remsin in order to keep him on the
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throne. Had he damd, he would have deprecated
such aid.

Misfortune naturally excites cnmpasainn, and this
has been shown to Dost Mahomed Khéin, who,
strangely enough, in opposition to the Shah has
been supposed to have been popular—yet he was
not. Abandoned by his army at Arghandi, he be-
came without o struggle a fugitive. When it was
found that the British troops did not retire, and dis-
satisfaction as the consequence spread smongst the
people of the country, he sought to profit by it,
and presented himself at Bamiin—for what? to be
repulsed and then deserted by his allies. Again
he showed himself in the Kohistin,.but only to
surrender,

In Sir John Hobhouses published speech my
opinions are eited as brought forward by Sir Clande
Wade. I believe it would be impossible for the
latter individual to act in a straightforward manuer.
He might otherwise have stated that sueh opinions
were given in 1835 or 1836, and might not be
applicable to the state of things in 1838, IHow-
ever, Sir John Hobhouse was in possession of my
own recommendation, written in reply to Mr. Secre-
tary Macnaghten, that Shih Sujah should be re-
stored, but he forbore to notice it, hecause; perhaps,
there was no allusion to the designs of Persia and
Russia therein, and that the restoration was urged
for the purpose of sparing ewpense and loss of life,
not of oceasioning both the one and the other.
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I have endeavoured to show that the primary canse

In my remarka on the mission o Lstpf.nm ma& gk

of its failure, was the neglect of the Peshdwer ques- '

tion. I mever had but one opinion on that subject.
In Mr. Baillie's speech of the 23rd of June, 1'was

surprised to ohserve quoted a despatch from Captain

Burnes to Mr. Maenaghten, written only the day

before the mission left Kibal, and which 1 intro-

duce here, because, while aware of the interview al-

luded to, I never knew what passed at it, more than

that Captain Burnes himself told me he had re-

jected every proposal made to him. Tt also amply
proves the correctness of my views, and establishes
I should thiuk, pretty clearly, both how easily our

affairs in Kidbal might have been arranged, and how
grossly Captain Burnes suffered himself to be im-
posed upon from the very first— while it explmiﬂfl'.
the meaning of all the various stratagems pusl:,mté

play to “rouse the mind of Sikander Burnes.”

“ On the 25th 1 received another visit from Sir-

ddr Meher Dil Khin who was accompanied by the
Nawib Jabdr Khin, Mirza Samee Khan, and the
Naibs of Candahar and Cébul ; the deputation was
a formal one from both branches of the family.
The Sirdar now informed me that the ameer had
agreed to dismiss Captain Vicoviteh — to hold no fuy-

ther communication with other powers — and to write

to the Shah of Persia. that he had done with his Ma-
Jesty for ever. The sivdiars of Candahar on their

part agreed fo address the shdh, recal Ullahdod, the



0 agent who had aceompanied, Kambar. 41, und to place
N themsclves along with their brother, the ameer, entirely
0 under the protection of the British Govermment ; in ro-
turn for which they claimed at its hand tio things,
~=first, a divect promise of its good offices to esfa-
. blish peace at Peshtwer, and an amelioration i the

L eondition of Silidn Mdéhowed Khdn; and second,
& promise equally direct to afford them protection
o Jrem Persia in whatever way the  British. judged it
L best for their interests, it being  clearly understood that

Candahar was not to be allowed to suffer ingury.”

0 1 ean easily imagine that Captain Durnes would
‘conceal from me, on many accounts, the proposals
made at this interview; for assured ly bad 1 been

£ eware of them, and that even ut the last hour the

chiefs had returned to their senses, T might have
~“been spared the disagreeable task of recommend-
ing their deposition, under the impression that they
pbstinately declined any arrangement.  The Barak
Zai chiefs have suffered from the errors of Captain
Burnes as much as from their own, What Captain

 Burnes gained we all know.

It is to bhe hoped that the good sense of the
British nation will never again permit such expe-
- ditions as the one beyond the 1 ndus, to be eon-
eerted with levity, and to be conducted with reck-

: '-;lemness-;' and that the expericm:e acqujred from

‘disasters, aay be made beneficial in placing the
eontrol of Indian afiairs in very different hands
“from those who have so wilfully abused the power



ctmﬁded to them and whose mshness a,nd foll}’ m‘{;-_._
plunging the country into wars ruinous. ta ity mpua".'_

tation may yet be punished.

The security and prosperity of the Indlan posses-

sions are too intimately connected with those of

Great Britain, to permit that a minister or minis-
ters of the erown, or a Governor-general, shall again
endanger them, or be permitted the power of making

aggressive wars on trivisl or imaginary pretences,

and such wars without the consent of the Houses of

Parliament, the sanction of the Privy Council, and,
for aught we know, without the knowledge of the
sovereign of the realm. If such irregularities pass
unnoticed the nation will deserve the misfortunes

she may entail upon herself, and will cease to be/ -

free. W
There is much general information on Afghéinis-

tAn and its inhabitants, which I could not introduee
into the present work, although T may at a future

time strive to repair this defieieney. Lamenting to
a friend that my contracted space obliged me to

omit much that T should have been pleased to have

noticed, he said, “ I hope you have told us who the
Afghéns are.,” T had not done so, yet the question
was so pertinent, that I avail myself of the Preface
to answer it imperfectly. |

The term Afghin, acknowledged by a multitude
of tribes speaking the same dialect, —the Pashto or

A fghani.—has-no known signification, and is mani-

- T g
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] :-fﬁ".&tly ‘borne by many peop!e of wry different origin.
| There are, however, several marked divigions, such

las the Dérdnis, the Ghiljis, the Jajis and Tards ;
the Yusef Zai tribes, the Khaibaris, the ' Vaziris,
with the tribes of the Stliman range, &¢. Amongst

. these races it is difficult to tell to whom the appel-

lation of Afghan originally belonged. As regards
© their origin, we may have recourse to the various

. ‘traditions preserved by themselves, or by the histo-

. riats who have mentioned them, as well as to other

cirenmstances.
. The Diirdnis are known both in India n.nd Persia
- as the Abdalli or Avdalli, (a plural termy,) and when

gy - we find that the white Huns of ancient history, the

. Euthalites of classical authors, were named Hepthils,
by Armenian authors, we might infer that the Ab-

. dall or modern Dorénje, are no other than de-

-wenda.nta of that powerful people. The Sidposh

 Kafrs remember that their ancestors were driven

into their hills from the plains by the Odals, —a
 term they still apply to the inhabitants of the low
countries.

The Ghiljis are undoubtedly a Tarki tribe, the
- Khalji or Khalaji of Sherifadin, and other eastern
anthors.

- Ferishia notes a tradition that the Afghins were
descendants of the Copts of Pharaol’s army. It is
singular that the Jajis are called in the histories of
Taimfr, Kapt Jaji, sceming to intimate that to
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i *.'t;hﬁm referrerl t:he- tmdltwu sUit s equmlly teﬁm‘m
that they have precisely the same cast of couuten,- ki

_ance as the Copt inhabitants of Cairo.

Another tradition describes the Afghans ag (lva-"" '
scendants of Jews, who accq)mpmnwd the army of 100
Walid, the general of the Caliphs. This would ap- )
ply possibly to the Khaibar tribes, who reside o
locality to/ which they have given the name oF 611
strong—-huld or position in Arabia, and who wear

locks of hair in o certain manper common to ori«
ental Jews, so that one of che latter on seeing

thew unhesitatingly pronounces them o 'be' t._rf i ;

his stock.

Amongst the Yusef Zai tribes, there are ma*ny'__-. A
who may be affirmed, almost with certainty, to be

akin to the Rajpit tribes of India, and like them,

- therefore, descended from the Getic. invaders of this

part  of the world, the subverters of the Gu,ek
Baetrian monarchy. At

The Vaziris and other mountain-tribes occupymg :

the Slimén-tange or Khaisa-ghar are in the posi-

tion asserted by very general belief to be the seat

e e T

of the gennine Afghin races,——trae is it that they h

are found where the Mahomedan @ inroads first
brought the name to notice, and their claimg to

be considered as the genuine Afghans are, perhaps,

better than those of any other tribes.
The introduction of the Mahomedan falth, Wmh

the legends and traditions of that religion, has in- '

duced all the Afghins to pretend to a descent from
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JOURNEYS
IN

BALOCHISTAN, AFGHANISTAN,
- AND THE PANJAB.

CHAPTER 1.

Arriva! at Bahdwalpilr.—Agreeable transition,—The khin’s wish to
see me ——Khin Mdahomed.—His conversations.—Suspected to be
an elehi—Start for Ahmedpir.—Country between Bahdwalpiir
and Ahmedptir.—Arrive at Ahmedptir.~The Bekhshi Mihomed
Khin.~~Treated as a public guest.-~RAhmat Khén, —His history.
— The khén visits AhmedpGr and retuns to Dardwal. — The
Bakhshi and his levées. —Inyited to take service, —Seized with
fever. — The kiéin's physicians. — Departure for Allahabdd. —
Viérni.——A ppearance of Allahabdd, — The khin's hunting pavi-
Lions.—Fortunate encounter.—Physicians of Allahabid and their
remedies.—The fever leaves.—Salim Khén —Return to Ahmed-
plir.— The Bakhshi opposes an interview with the khin.— Re-
fused admittance to the khin's palace. — Humane act of Mti
Rém. — Chance meeting with the khéin. - Interview with the
Bakhshi, and offer of military service. -— Audience of the khin.
~—Present of money,—Permission to depart.

In the autumn of 1820, having traversed the
Réjpit States of Shekhawati, and the kingdom of
Bikkanir, T entered the desert frontiers of the
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ARRIVAL AT BAHAWALPUR.

khin of Bahfwalptr; and passing successively the
towns and ecastles of Palarah, Mihr Ghar, Jam
Ghar, Mar(t, and Moz Ghar, mrived at the eity
of Bahdwalpr.

Although in crossing Réjphtina 1 had met with
no obstacles beyond what were presented by the
country itself, and its sultry climate, they were so
considerable that notwithstanding I had been every-
where civilly received and kindly treated, 1 was de-
lighted to leave behind arid sandy wastes, and to
find myself in a large populous city, surrounded
with luxuriantly cultivated fields, and groves of
stately palm-trees. As Bahdwalpfir is seated on
the skirts of the desert, the transition from a land
of sterility and solitude to one of fertility and abun-
dance is very striking to the traveller approaching
it from the east, and to myself was particularly
agreeable, from my purpose of enjoying within its
precinets, the indulgence of a little repose, which
1 felt to be warrantable after the toils of the jour-
ney I had surmounted.

I found, however, that the arrival of a Feringhi,
or European, within the khan's territory had been
notified by the governor of Pularah, and it was
wished that I should proceed to Abmedpgr, that
the khin might have an interview with me, as it
scemed his euriosity had been so far excited that
he had expressed a desire to see me.

At Bahdwalpir I was the guest of one Khin
Mghomed, & man high in autherity, if not the
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SUSPECTED TO BE AN ELCHI. 3

governor of the place; and in one or twe con-
vorsations I held with him he acquitted himself
very fairly, his themes being politics, medicine, the
philosopher's stone, and religion—fashionable topics
with great and learned men in the East. T was
astonished at some of his questions about Russia,
and other Europeau powers, but less so at some
curious notions he entertained as to the nature of
the Company Sihib, having previously heard from
Salim Singh, an officer of the Bikkanir Réjah, that
the Company Séhib was a very good old lady, for
whom he bad a great respect. But the forte of
Khin Mihomed was medicine, —and the large
quantity of glass bottles ranged around his apart-
ment, and filled with variously eoloured liquids,
evinced, if not his proficiency as a physician, some
little dexterity as a compounder.

He was very anxions to know my business, and
could hardly believe that 1 had none, or that I
had not brought some message to the khdn, to
whom he loyally expressed the devotion of a slave.
I'had frequently before been suspected to be un
elchi, or ambassador, and it was in vain 1 ap-
pealed to the negative evidences of my poverty,
and my trodging alone, and on foot. Europeans
were considered incomprehensible beings, and the
inconveniences 1 bore from necessity were imputed
to ehoice, or to “ ikhmat,” or ingennity.

I passed three or four days at Bahdwalptir, which

gave me the opportunity of inspecting some of the
g
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manufactures of silk and tissue, for which t’ﬁe ity
is famed, and of making the acquaintance of Ni-
zamadin, the Kdzi, a worthy man, who more than
once invited me to his residence. 1 then signified
to Khan Mahomed that I was ready to start for
Ahmedpfir; and he commissioned one of his de-
pendents to accompany me, and to conduet me to
the house of Méhomed Khin, the bakhshi, or pay-
magter of the khin's forees.

The distance between Bahiwalptr and Ahmed-
piir is about twenty cosses, or thirty miles; and we
made two journeys, passing the night at Bakhshi
Khan ka Magjit, a small village, so called from a
comparatively handsome mosque, built by an indi-
vidual whose name it bears. The heat of the wea-
ther was oppressive, but the conntry was well eul-
tivated and peopled —the villages being usually dis-
tinguished by contignous groups of tamarisk trees,
which attain a surprising size. Water everywhere
abounded, in wells of slight depth, and is raised to
the surface by the medium of wheels, worked by
oxen, and sometimes by camels. On one ocecasion
we crossed a nullah or water-course, which I have
reason to remember, as the camel I was riding lost
his footing, and precipitated me into it; an acei-
dent more than compensated by the pleasure de-
rived from immersion, — while so powerful were
the rays of the sun, that my apparel—and T was
clad in white linen—became dry nearly as soon as
wetted.

BAHAWALPUR.



ARRIVAL AT AHMEDPUR.

On reaching Ahmedplr we pi‘oceeded. as had
been arranged, to the abode of the bakhshi, who,
while he courteously welcomed me, was, setting
aside his elevated position, by no means o refined
a personage as his colleague and friend at Bahd-
walpfir. He informed me that the khén was then
at Dardwal, a fortress, eighteen cosses distant in the
desert, where, it is understood, he keeps his treasures,
as in a safe place, and where he frequently rosides.
The bakhshf was anxious that T should spend my
time pleasantly until the khdn revisited Ahmed-
plr, which he was expected to do in a few days,
and assigned me to the care of Réhmat Khin, a
Rohilla officer, who from long service in Hindostan
was supposed to be aequainted with Earopean man-
ners and habits, and therefore competent to attend
to my wants.

Riahmat Khan cheerfully accepted his charge,
and conducted me to his quarters, which were, in-
deed, not very good ones—still a distinet and tole-
rably fair house was prepared for my reception.
The bakhshi was also caveful to send after me a
variety of provisions, with bedsteads, utensils, and
swater vessels, as is the usual observance in the case
of publie guests, amongst whom, I learned, that I
was cnumerated, Rahmat Khin was a native of
Rampiir, in Northern India; and I gleaned from
his history, that he had been a soldier of fortune,
having ecommanded, in his palmy days, two battalions
in the camp of the Mahrétta Sirdér Hirah Singh.

6
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“Afterwards he had served under the celebrated
Amir Khén, and still later, under the banners of
the Bhow Silfb, the chief of Jiwad, when, at the
capture of that fortress by the British, he became
a prisoner of war. When set at liberty he aban-
doned India, and gained BahAwalptr, where the
command of one hundred men was conferred upon
him, with the custody of the gharri of Fizilptr, on
the frontier of Sind. = His pay wag fixed at two
rupees per diem, but I was told he realized about
five rupees by false musters, and practices which,
if not permitted, are at least tolerated. Unable,
however, to forget or to forego the gaieties to whieh
he had been accustomed in the Mahritta camps,
he was necessarily involved in debt, to the large
amount. of six thousand rupees; and during my
stay with him we had some nautches, spectacles
of which, like most natives of India, he was exces-
sively fond, and concluded that I must be equally
so. Iis men were generally of the same town of
province as himself. Many of them were attached
to him when'in better circumstances, and all of
them, acoording to their own assertions, had been
in more honourable and luerative employ than that*
of the khin of Bahdwalpiir.

It was not long before the khin eame to Bahé-
walpar, but as he remained onlya day or two, and
had much business to transact, the bakhshi, bewilder-
ed by his accounts, and the clamours of the soldiery
for pay, forgot to inform him of my presence, and
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ignorant thereof, the khin returned to his strong
desert fastness, glad to shelter himself in its solitude
from the importunitiés of his dependents; and the
weighty eares of government. |

. The bakhshi, I found, had been born a slave of
the reigning family, and had been promoted to his
present office by the favour of the present khin.
He is not emancipated, and his pay, as rogistered, is
but eight annas, or half a rupee daily; still, having
the management of large funds, he is enabled to
enrich himself, and to live luxuriously. I attended
at two or three of his levées, and was surprised at
the freedom with which the meanest soldier ad-
dressed him. No delicacy was observed in the se-
lection of langnage, and I wondered that he called

me to witness, as it were, the torrents of abuse la-

vished upon him. When he dismissed his conten-
tious clients, he conversed with me, and felt the con-
vietion that I was a sirdar of no small consequence,
from the cirenmstance of having made use of my
hand in addressing him.  He appeared to have little
ability, and although considered the head of the
forces, he never commands them on serviee, the
post of honour being reserved for the Vazir Yakab
Mahomed Khin.

I expressed so strongly displeasure at his forget-
fulness that we became worse friends than we had
before been, and 1 told him that 1 should now con-
tinue my journey without seeing the khin. Fearful
to ineur blame, in that case, he replied, that I should

-
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not proceed; which made me asi: him, who he was
who dared to prevent any one travelling on God's
high roads? To which question he had no answer to
make, but evasively suggested that I shonld engage
in the khin's military service, as, he said, one Biira
Sahib (some European who had previously visited
Babhawalp(r) had done. To this I gave a peremptory
refusal. 1 had understood from my Ahmedpir ac-
quaintance that the climate was very hostile to
strongers ; and I found that Bira S8hib, the Euro-
pean mentioned by the bakhshi, had died from its
baneful effects, TIndeed the heat was seriously
troublesome ; and I was particularly anxious to move
forward, which I should have done in spite of the
bakhshi’s prohibition had I not been seized by an
intermittent fever, which entirely prostrated me.
This misfortune increased my anger with the
hakhghi, whom I reviled ag being the ecause of it;
and he, apprehensive lest the termination should
be fatal, sent the khan’s hékims or physicians,
whose insignificant remedies T was obliged fo reject;
and being ignorant myself of the correct mode of
treatment, my case became nearly hopeless. There
seemed little chance of the khén’s speedy re-appear-
ance at Ahmedpir, and as little that I should re-
cover if I remained there, I therefore decided upon
trying a change of air and locality; and from my
inquiries, selected Allahabid, a town twenty cosses
from Ahmedpir, on the road to Sind. I accordingly
left my effects in the charge of RAhmat Khin, and

-
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APPEARANCE OF ALLAHABAD. 9
taking nothing but my sword, started, before sunrise,
on the road pointed out to me. From the com-
mencement of the fever, the glare of the sun had
been peculiarly irksome to me, and I found it im-
possible to travel after sunrise, when I was com-
pelled, wherever T might be, to seck the nearest
shade and throw myself on the ground beneath it.
The eountry throngh which I was passing was
covered with tamarisk jangal, among which the
villages and cultivated lands were sprinkled. The
former were seldom visible from the road, but I
was directed to them by the creaking of the wheels
at the wells. At all of them was what is called
a méchi, a person, generally a female, who provides
~ lodging and prepares food for the stranger and
traveller. I made so little progress that it was
four or five days before I reached Vérni, a large
tvillage on the road side, and T was so exhausted
that T remained at the méchi’s honse two or three
days, and then proceeded, somowhat recrnited, to-
wards Allahabad. The approach to this town was
more pleasing than 1 had anticipated, for the jangal
ceasing, I came upon a rivulet of running water,
beyond which stretched a large expanse of meadow,
and in the distance T beheld the cupola of the prin-
cipal mosque of the place, embosomed in groves of
date-trees. As I neared the town I came upon a
veranda, carried around a huge pipal tree, which I
found was one of the khins hunting pavilions, and
as the shade it afforded was very complete, I re-
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posed the greater part of the day under it. I after-
wards saw many other such pavilions in various
parts of the country; and if simple in construetion,
they are not inelegant, while admirably adapted
for the purpose for which they were formed. To-
wards evening I moved towards the town, and at
its entrance was accosted by a well-dressed person,
who at once invited me to his house. I accom-
panied him, and soon found myself comfortanly
focated. i |

My new friend was most attentive; nor did his
goodness merely extend to my entertainment ; he
proposed also to remove my disorder. He convened
the physicians of the place; but their preseriptions
were quite as inefficacious as those of their brethren
at Ahmedpir, and they laboured in vain to persuade
me that conserve of roses and sugar-candy could
cure ‘inveterate fevers. I had every reason to be
grateful for my reception here, but my disease
seemed in no wise likely to yield, when in despair I
became my own doctor, and, to the dismay of my
well-meaning friends, sent for the 4jam, or barber.
+who bled me both on the hands and arms; [ like-
wise drank plentifully of infusions of semna; and
whether the remedies were judicious, or from other
causes, I had the great satisfaction to find myself
without fever, although in a deplorable state of
weakness.

My hospitable entertainer was delighted and asto-
nished at my recovery, from remedies he cousidered

REMEDY FOR FEVER.
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desperate ones, but spared neither pains nor expense
in the fare with which he provided me, under the
idea of establishing my strength. 1 had found the
euigine of Khin Méhomed at Bahdwalpir a very
good one, and that of my Allahabdd friend was not
less entitled to praise, This ecommendable person,
to whom I owe so mueh obligation, was Salim
Kbin, Daond putra, a man of affluent circumstances,
and the principal authority in his town. I need not

testify to his humanity, but may add, that he was

extremely mild and modest in manners. 1 learned
from his attendants that he was reputed a kimia
ghar, or alchemist; but more instrueted men than
he was have their foibles, and with me he never
discoursed on the subject.

Finding myself better, T proposed to return to
Ahmedpir, when Saldm Khén begged me to stay
yet 'another two or three days, when he would go
there himself, and we should go together. In due
time, a horse being saddled for my use, we started,
My friend made a respectable appearance, and car-
ried on his back a handsome quiver of arrows, the
emblem of rank and dignity, and we were followed
by some of his mounted attendants. Saldm Khin
being aequainted with the country, passed by a
much nearer route than the high road hy which 1
had journeyed, and skirting the edge of the desert,
we were not long in reaching Virni, where we
passed the night, and in the morning proceeded to
Ahmedpir. There we separated, Saldm Khan re-
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pairing to his friends, and 1 to my former quarters '
ot Réhmat Khin’s, I found that my Rohilla ac-
quaintance was favourably known'to Salim Khan
for his courteous and sirdar-like demeanour, and 1
beeame cognizant that he was generally respected
thronghout the country for the same reason. - |

Réahmat Khin received me most cordially, and 1
had abundant congratulations on my recovery. I
learned that the khan had mot during my absence
revisited Ahmedpir, but that he was daily expected.
In effect, he very soon came, and I notified to Rib-
mat Khin that I intended to pay my respects to
him, and he in turn informed the bakhshi, who now
said that I should not see the khén, as I would not
engage in his service. To which, when stated to me,
I said, T would see the khan. | |

On going, however, to the khén’s residence, for
the purpose of an interview, 1 found that the people
at the entrance had been instructed by the bakhshi
to refuse me admittance. I discovered it was use-
less to argue with them, and was about to returi,
when Miti Rém, the khén's Hindd dewan, or
minister of finance, came out. He did not go so far
as to aect in opposition to the bakhshi, and procure
me an interview with the khan, but, eontrary to my
wishes and expostulations, alighted from his horse,
and insisted that T should ride the animal home.
The truth was. T was still very feeble, which he ob-
served, and his act at least showed that he was a

humane man.
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I had now determined to continue my journey
westward, and was careless about seeing the khén,
~as I had really no business with him——thinking only
of giving my friend the bakhshia good lecture before
I left. It happened, however, that near the town
was a fine meadow, where, now that I felt able, 1
strolled in the evening ; and here by chance, the
khéin, who never sleeps in Ahmedptr, passed me,
carrie(i in a palanquin, and escorted by a numerous
cavaleade. His eye caught me, and he ordered hig
conveyanee to be halted ; when he asked, who I was,
how long I had been at Ahmedpir, and why he had
not heen informed of it, at the same time making a
motion with his hand for me to approach. 1 had
not pressed through the crowd, when the khin
resumed progress, but one of his attendants, to
whom he had whispered something, apprised me
ythat his lord would he glad to see me in the morn-
ing at darbdr. :

I had searcely returned to Rdhmat Khéan, and
told him what had oecurred, when a messenger
came from the bakhshi, praying that I would call
upon him. I aecordingly went, and Rihmat Khén
accompanied me. We found the great man at
prayers. When concluded. he joined us, and we
had a long conversation, during which T upbraided
him for his conduct in detaining me, and then for
preventing my interview with the khin. He en-
treated me to engage in the service, telling me that
the khin would make over to me his seven regi-

S,
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ments of infantry, with their guns, and sanction the
levy of as many more. I repeated what 1 bad be-
fore told him, that T would have nothing to do with
them. He urged that Bdra Sdhib, had before en-
gaged in the service,—and I said, what suited the
convenience of Biira S4hib might not suit mine. He
then recommended me to proceed, and join the
Saiyad Ahmed Shah.  And I asked who was Saiyad
Ahmed Shah, and what [ had to do with him. I
was at this time ignorant as to the Saiyad, and the
cause in which he was combating, and knew little
more than that he was a deadly enemy of the Sikh’s.
The hakhshi was then desirous to learn where I in-
tended to go, and whether to Dost Mahomed Khén
of Kdbal. 1 answered, I should go where and to
whom I pleased. He was, probably. little satisfied
with the result of his interview, but he was 8o sub-
dued that when I spoke sharply to him he actually
trembled, which when we parted afforded a subject
of merriment to Rdhmat Khén.

On the morrow 1 walked to the Killa, or re-
sidence of the khin, and was immediately ushered
in at the gate. We passed a well-stocked aviary
before being introduced to the khin's presence.
He was seated, cross-legged, on a carpet, reclining
on a large pillow, with his left arm resting on a
black shield. He was plainly dressed in white
linen, but had magnificent armlets of turquoises,
set in gold. Before him was lying a double-barrel-
ed fowling-piece, and on each side of him European
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sabres.  His countenance was remarkably hand-
some, and bore every indication of goodness, al-
though I recollected as I beheld it, that his acees-
sion to authority had been marked by the slaughter
of some of his father's ministers, an usual conse-
quence of the transfer of power in oriental states,
yet barely excusable on that account. He was not
above twenty-three or twenty-four years of age.
He politely welcomed me, and directed his arms
to be shown to me, that I might ascertain their
fabrie, while he explained how he had procured
them. Fe made few other inquiries, either because
he knew from the bakhshi, who was dutifully stand-
ing behind him, that I was obstinate in refusing to
‘enter hig service, or because, aware that T had been
recently unwell, he was deterred by good feeling
from wearying me. He asked the bakhshi, however,
asito my diet, and was told that I ate everything,
meat, fish, fowls, eggs, and, as was added, all at
the same time, which 1 doubt not was thought very
singalar, although I did no more than théy do con-
stantly themselves. T soon received permission to
depart, the good Miiti Rdm mentioning that I was
feeble; and I had gone a few paces when T was called
back to be told, the khin had ordered a sum “of
money to be earried home with me for “ miméani,” or
my entertainment ; and I saw the khin himself take
three double-handfuls of rapees from two heaps
~which were piled up before him. T was glad to
get away, and paid no attention to the present;

QL
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therefore, when I regained my quarters I received
about sixty rupees, which must have been a small
portion only of the sum given.

When again in my quarters, I found myself at-
tended by numbers of the officers and men of the
battalions, who it seemed had heard of the khan's
wish to place them under me; and they urged me
to accept the charge, for then, they said, the bakh-
shi would be unable to detain their pay, and they
should receive it regularly, I expressed my doubts
whether I should hbe likely to reform the incor-
‘rigible bakhshi, and assured them, apparently to
their regret, that I did not intend to undertake
the task. 1 received also, another application from
the bakhshi who, perhaps, thought the kind re-
ception and liberality of the khin might have
softened my resolution; but hearing that T was
firm, he signified that I was at liberty to remain
as long as I pleased at Ahmedptr, or to go when
and where T thought fit.

Although T had suffered much from fever and
its consequences, during my stay at Ahmedptr and
its neighbourhood, I had every reason to he grati-
fied with the eivility of all classes of the people;
and I found them always disposed to be ecommuni-
eative on points within their knowledge.



CHAPTER I1.

BAHAWALPUR.

Bbundaries.—--Ext,ent.—l)istinctions of soil, &e.—Domestic ani-
mals, &e.— Towns.—Bahiwalptir.—Barra Ahmedir.—Ugh,—
Khanptr.—Chita AhmedpGr.—Gujugar Walla, &c.—Pglarah.
~Mirtt.—Moz Ghar,—Gdibna.~—Dard wal,—FazilpGr.—Mi-
litary strength.—Revenue.—Ddoudpitras. — Bahiwal Khiin.——

‘Badat KhAn, —Bahiwal Khan,

THE, country of Bahawalpdr is bounded on the
north by the Sikh provinces of -Miltan, Mankirah,
and Liya. To the south it has the great desert,
separating it from Jessalmir. Ou the east it
touches to the north on the lands of the Sikh chief
of Pitfala, and more directly east, on the frontiers
of' the Rdjput principality of Bikkanir. Westward
it is defined by the river Indus, which divides it
from Mittan Rote, and a slip of territory dependent
on Déra Ghézi Khan; and lower down, from Har-
rand and Dajil, provinces of the Brahdi Khén of
Kalas.

From Guadidna, its frontier town on the Patiala
side, to Chiita Ahmedpir, where it connects with
Northern Sind, the distance i< one hundred and
eighty cosses, or about two hundred and seventy
miles; and from Pélarah, on the borders of
Bikkanir, to Déra Ghazi Khén, is computed one
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bundred and forty cossos, or ahove two hundred
miles. Tts breadth importantly varies, being affect-
ed by the course of the Gérrah river to the north,
and of the desert to the south. Its. greatest
breadths are on the extreme frontiers to the cast
and west, In the centre the pressure of the desert
upon: the cultivated parts allows but a compara-
tively small space between it and the river to the
north.

In this extent there are some marked distinctions
as to soil, character, and produce. The portion
between Giiidiana and the capital 1 have not seen,
but have heard spoken of in glowing terms as to
fertility and population. The accounts may be
credited, as its fertility would be secured by the
vicinity of the Garrah, aad fertility would induce
population. - The portion of desert stretching east-
ward of Bahdwalptir to Bikkanir, is of course but
little productive, yet, as in many parts of it the
surface has more soil than rand, there are, amongst
other inhabited localities, the bazar towns of Plila-
ral, MrGt. and Moz Ghar, which drive a con-
siderable trade in grain with the neighbouring
states. In this tract also the camel thrives ex-
eceedingly, and finds ample sustenance in the prickly
and saline plants which cover the surface. Neither
are there wanting numerous herds of horned cattle ;
which are, however, continually shifting their posi-
tion, being guided by the convenience of water.
Their proprietors, in certain seasons of the year,
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~ abandon  their villages, and é_rect temporary abodes
. in the spots they select, which, as in' Bikkanir, are
. called kétlis. At them the traveller finds abundance

- of milk, butter, &e. which at such times he might

not procure at the villages they have abandoned.
In remote times, rivers flowed through and ferti-
lized this now sterile country; their beds may in
many places be still traced ; and numerous vestiges
remain of ancient towns, in hurned bricks and frag-
ments of pottery strewed on the soil. The central
districts of Uch, the eapital, Khanpir, AllahabAd,
and Ahmedpir are distinguished by a most luxu-

riant cultivation of the various kinds of grain, of

sugar, and of the indigo plant. There cannot be
a more gratifying sight than is exhibited by this
\part of the conntry before the period of harvest,
the whole surface presenting an expanse of standing
grain, with villages, neatly construeted of reeds, in-
- terspersed, and accompanied with groups of trees,
(usually of the bér, and date species. . As soon as the
crops are removed, such is the exuberance of vege-
tation, that the ground is covered with plants and
shrubs, and no one would suppose that the land,
now mingled with the jangal, had so lately been
under cultivation. Between Ueh and Déra Ghiazt
Khin there is much jangal, yet oceagionally, or
- adjacent to the towns and villages, there is a vigor-
- ous eultivation of grain, and of sugar-cane, denoting
that the seil is rich and prolifie. IFrom Bahawal-
piir to Khanphr the country is rich and well-culti-
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vated, although confined on the sonth bj" the sandy

Q.

desert. KFrom Khanpir to Chita Ahmedpfir the

face of the country changes, and bhecomes more
adapted for grazing; still, even in this direction there
it much tilled land near the towns and villages.

Although the larger proportion of surface in the

BahdwalpGr territory is spread over with jangal,
it must not be supposed that it is unprofitable. 'On
the contrary, it affords pasture to immense num-
bers of horned cattle, cows, and buffaloes, i
sources of wealth and comfort to the inhabit&ni;s.
Bikkanir, and other of the Rajput states to the
east, mainly depend upon Bahdwalpir for their
supplies for consumption. There are few, if any
countries in Asia, where provisions, the 'prod1_1¢e

of the soil, are more abundant or cheaper than in’

the Bahawalpir state.

The domestic animals of Bahdwalpir are, the

camel, the buffalo, the common cow, the gaddi or
short-tailed sheep, the goat, &e. The camel is
reared in large numbers, as above stated, in the
desert to the,east, also in the neighbourhood of the
capital and of Ahmedpir. It is employed, to a
limited extent, for agricultural purposes, being some-
times attached to the plough, or made to revolve
the wheel at wells. In Bikkanir this animal is
universally so employed, and partially in Sind.
The bufialo is highly prized for its milk, which is
delicious, and its meat iz even preferred to that of the
cow. Poultry are plentiful, but tame geese, I con-
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clude, are rarities, h'z_l.'v_ihg' only seen them at Bakh-
shi Khin ka-Magjit. Wild fowl are so abundant
in the western parts near the Indus, that at Fazil-
 plir a goose.may he purchased for one of the small
copper pais of the country, in value less than a
halfpenny, and two or three ducks may he procured
for the same sum. They are caught by a peculiar
race, called Mohanis, who furnish the fishermen and
gailors employed on the Indus. The jangalg abound
in game, as deer and the wild hog. Partridges,
quail, bustards, pigeons, &e, are universal.
. There are many opulent and commercial towns
in the BahdwalpGr dominions. Amongst the first
elass towns, may be reckoned Bahawalpir (the capi-
tal), Barra, or Great Ahmedpir, Uch, Khanpiir,
&e.  Amongst the second class, Chita, or Little
Almedpir, Allabhabad, Gugnjar Willa, Channi Khén
4 (di Got, Ghiziptir, Kinjer, Phlarah, MarGt, Moz

=  Ghar, Gddigna, &c. The minor towns, or large
bazar villages, are very numerous, and the number

of agricultural villages and hamlets exceedingly
great,

Bahdwalptr is seated about two miles from the
river Garrah. It formerly had walls, the indiea-
tions of which only exist, and are used as a walk
for the inhabitants. The houses are chiefly con-
stricted of Kiln-burnt bricks, and are very much
mixed with gardens. The whole is arranged in a
loose straggling manner, and is on all sides encir-
cled by groves of date and pipal trees. The publie

St
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buildings are not very remarkable, neither ave uny

of the khAn's palaces atfractive residences. There
iy, indecd, a handsome stone masjit in progress of

ercetion.  This town is the seat of many manu-
factures, some of them costly, and has a large
trade, Tt is sixty cosses from Mdltan, one hundred
and twenty cosses from Bikkanir, and sixty from
Déra Ghizf Khan. ' - -

Barra  Ahmedplir from having been mbre}y a
cantonment has become an extensive and commer-
cial town, as well as the principal residence of the
khin. It ig seated on the verge of the desert.
The killa, or palace of the chief, is yet unfinished.
The houses are generally mean, but the gardens ard
good. Frow the favour of the 'khén, it may he
considered a rising town, as Bahaw alpﬁr is on the
decline. .

Uch is, perhaps, the more ancient of the towns
in the country. The name is borne by two towns
contignous to each other. One of them, Pir-ka-
Uch, is bestowed on Pir Nassiradin, the spiritual
adviser of the khén. They have both good bazars,
and some commerce. Seated upon the Garrab,
arain-hoats frequently descend from the two Uchs
to Sind. They are principally, however, distin-
guished by the ruins of the former towns, their
predecessors, which are very extensive, and attest
the pristine prosperity of the locality. They are
cighteen cosses from Ahmedptr, and about forty
cosses from Miltin.
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Khﬁnpﬁr is forty cosses from Barm Ahmedpﬁr
It 18 surrounded by a country amazmgly fertile, and
is a depdt for indigo, rice, and all kinds of grain.
It has no pretensions to be considered a handsome
- town; neither, judged by its traffic, can it be ealled
a large one. Some of the Hindis have spacicus
residences, yet, generally speaking, the houses are
very indifferent. « The ancient walls have fallen
down, and have not been replaced. Without their
ruins are many dilapidated seraig, and other build-
ings. ' There is no fort here ; nor is it judged neces-
sary to keep a garrison.

 Uhfita. Ahmedptr is a fairsized town, with good
bazar, and surrounded with mud walls. Within
them are some more recently fortified erections,
but they are detached, and have no connection with
each other, so that they seem to have been raised
in pursuance of a plan never completed, as is pro-
bably the case. Otherwise they are well built, of
kiln-burnt briecks.  Being the frontier town to-
wards Sind, & regiment of three hundred and fifty
men, with six guns, is stationed at Ahmedpfir.

Gujngar Willa, Chsnni Khén di Got, Ghazipiir,
and Kinjer, ave all small, but commercial towns,
principally in grain, the produce of the country.
.. Pilarah, on the frontier of Bikkanir, has a good
bazar, but iz not perhaps very eommercial. The
fortress adjacent has been a superior building, for
these parts, but is now sadly in decay. There was
once a good trench; the walls are very high, and

6L
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tha ‘battlements ure tastefully decorated  The
k!lledars house ‘soars above the ramparts, and the
whole has an antique and ]uctureSque appearance,
particularly from the northern side, where the walls
are washed by a large expanse of water, in which
is a small island studded with trees. There are
three guns at Padlarab.

Mirit is a town of importance, as regards its
trade in grain, but of little as to its aspect. It is
sarrounded with mud walls of considerable extent,
and strengthened by numerous towers. It is the
station of a regiment, with six guns.
~ Moz Ghar is not so large a town as MrGt, but
its contiguous fortress is a lofty structure, built of
kiln-burnt bricks. On the western face the walls
“have been perforated with cannon balls, which, we
are told, happened in the siege it endured from the
« first Bahdwal khAn. 'The apertures have never
been repaired, heing supposed evidences of the ob-
stinacy of the defence and of the strength of the
fortress. They, however, show its weakness, for
they enable us to detect the slightness of the walls.
East of the fort is a pool of water, shaded by a grove
of trees, amongst which is a huge pipal, an objeet of
veneration to the Hind(s of the town. At a slight
distance to the north is a Méhomedan tomb, hand-
somely decorated with lacquered blue and white tiles.

Gididna being a frontier town, is the station of a
regiment, with its attached guns. Tt is said to have
a good bazar and some trade,
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) The ehief fortress of tho state is Durdwal, before
_ noted, equidistant, from. Ahmedptr and.Bahﬁwalpﬁr;
o eighteen cosses from each. Tt is represented as
strong, and possibly some care has been bestowed
upon it, as the kbins have always selected it for the
deposit, of their hoards, and for an asylwm in case of
invasion. Its chief dependence in such a case,
would appear to be in its situation, and the difficulty
& besieging army would find in subsisting near it,
there being no water to be procured without the
walls at a shorter distance than nine cosses. Tt has
been seen, that the desert between the capital and
- Bikkanir is abundantly stocked with fortresses,
which were formerly more needed than at present.
Besides those enumerated, the ghareds, or eastles, at
Jam Ghar and Mihr Ghar are built of kiln-burnt
. bricks, but bave mo longer garrisons. Six cosses
' from Chita Ahmedpdr is Fazilpir, also a gharri, with
& garrison of one hundred and fifty men, which fur-
nishes a detachment of fifteen men to Kandéri, a
ruinous castle in the desert, in the direetion of Jegs
salmir. Kandéri is twenty-seven cosses from Fizil-
pir, and the limit of the khan’s territory.
+The troops consist of seven regiments of infantry,
of three hundred and fifty men each, forming a total
of two thousand four hundred and fifty. To each
. regiment are attached six guns, which may suppose
- some four hundred artillerymen. There are, be«
sides, foot companies of Rohillas and Paténs, of fifty,
~one hundred, and two hundred men each, under
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their: respective officers, having, each one, two or
three nishans, or standards, as the case may be.
These men possibly amount to one thousand.  There
are, moreover, horsemen in regular pay, who can
searcely exceed in pumber from two to three thou-
sand.. The grand total of the army may be from six
to seven thousand men.  They are badly equipped,
irregularly paid, and, I suspect, not very warlike,
The regiments have no sort of diseipline. The na~
tivos affirm the military force to consist of fourteen
thousand men, which I think ean only be correct as
including all the jaghirddrs, and others, whom it
tight be possible to assemble in case of emergency.

The annual revenue is estimated at eightedu lakhs
of Tupecs, one half of which is paid to the Sikhs.
But then the khén rents from them the eity and
territory of Déra Ghdzi Khin, for three lakhs of
rupees ; and it is believed that he gains two lakhs:
thereby. |

The reigning ohief at Babiwalpir is of a Jet
family, called Dioudpiitra, or the sons of David.
They formerly lived about Shikérpir, but becoming
numerous, and perhaps refractory, they were ex-
pelled ; and crossing the Indus, possessed themselves
of the country, where they established separate and
independent chiefships. Many of their leaders built
towns, to which they gave their respective names;
hence Bahdwalpir, the town of Bahdwal ; Ahmedpir,
the town of Ahmeds Fazilpir, the town of Fazil;
Sabzul Kot, the kot or fort of Sabzal ; &e. &e.

el



There is mention in the history of Amir Taimdr, of
' a notorious freebooter named Dioud, in the vicinity
of Shikdrpdr; and this good man may have been the
aneestor of the present Ddoudptras. I know not
how long the various leaders may have subsisted ina

state of independence, or subject to the sovereignty

of ' Delhi, but the dislocation of the Chéighatai em-

~ pire permitted Bahiwal Khan, the grandfather of
i t]i@”.}iresenn khén, to reduce them all, and to make
himself absolute. He grew so powerful as to be the
terror of his neighbours, and to resist the claims of
tribute made on him by the Durani monarch of
Kébal, TaimGr Shih, who found himgelf compelled
to enforce it with an army. DBahawal Khan died
full of years and renown, and was sueceeded by his
son, Sadat Khén, favourably known to Kuropeans
by his cordial reception of the British embassy to
Kabal in 1808. At a subsequent period he ecom-
promised himself with Mahardja Ranjit Sing, whose
conquests had extended his authority over Miltén ;
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_ and Badat Khén, wnable to oppose him, was con-

strained to purchase peace by submission, and the
payment of an annual tribute. He died soon after,
and left his enfeebled sway to the present Bah&wal
Khén, i

' This chief, T have before observed, has a prepos-
sessing appearance, and I believe is generally popu-
lar.  His ministers relieve him, in great measure,
from the toils of government, and his time is prinei-
pally occupied in amusements, of which shikar, or



the chase, is the most prominent. He has, however,
other accomplishments, and is a very tolerable
mechanic.

Since my visit to Bahdwalphr, the train of events
in these quarters had brought about a treaty be-
tween the khdn and the government of India, by
which his relations with the Sikhs were placed on a
gecure footing, and a British resident, or agent, was
located at his court. In the commencement of the
unfortunate expedition against Kébal in 1838, the
awkwardness of the political officer employed to
procure the cooperation, so far as necessary, of the
khdn, had nearly involved that chief in embarrags-
ment with the British government, and, in despair,
he was thinking of terminating his existence by a
dose of poison, Luckily, Sir Henry Fane proceeded

down the Satlej and Gdrah, in his route to Bombay,

. and visited BahAwalptr. - His straight-forward man-
ners dispelled the doubts and apprehensions of the
bewildered chief, and Sir Henry had the gratifica-
tion to save a good man from the evils which threat-
ened hinm.

BAHAWAL KHAN.



CHAPTER TII.

Departure from AhmedpGr.—Country between Ahmedp(r and the
Indus.—The Indus.—Déra Ghézi Khan.-—~Christmas-day.—

* Departure from Déra Ghézi Khin,—Bahfwalplr army.—Arri-

wal at the Sang Ghar frontier.—Alarm i1 camp.~—Arrival at

U Sang Ghar.—Assad Khén.-—Sang Ghar.—Revenue of Assad

)

Khén.—His bravery.~—His fate.—Country between Sang Ghax
‘and Déra Fati Khin.—Déra Fati Khan, —Superstition of Ran-

' jit Sing.—Gerong.-~Déra Ismael Khén.—Destruction of old

L eity.—Progress of the mnew one.—Its fortress.—Revenue.—
Military strength.— Former Nawib dispossessed by the Sikhs,—-
Country around Déra Ismael Khén.——Its capabilities.—Origin

) of the three Déras.—The Nawfb Shir MAhomed Khén.—His

amusements and character.— Sherin Khan, the vazir.

“&,;I HAD armanged for departure from Ahmedpfr,
when I lesrned that Yak(b Mahomed Khén, the

khan’s chief minister, or vazir, was proceeding to

Déra Ghazi Khian and Sang Ghar, with an army; for

~ the purpose of compelling the petty chief of the

Jlatter place to pay tribute. It became, therefore,

partly necessary to shape my course according to
the vazir's movements, as both the places lay in my
route, and it might not be prudent to enter the

Sang Ghar district until some arrangement had

been made. 1 consequently kept myself informed

'of_ Yaktb Mahomed Khan's plans; and when he

finally marched from Ahmedpar, I did so likewise.
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' The - distance from Ahmedpur to Déra Ghé,z’l
Khén is computed st sixty cosses, or ninety miles.
Numerous villages and small towns occur on the
road, and two or three considerable ones, as eh,
Kinjer, &e.  Some of them are held by the Sikhs,
whose territory on this frontier is euriously dove-
tailed into that of the khan of Babhdwalplr; and 1

noted, that all those under Sikh rule were more flov-

rishing in appearance than those under the MAhome-
dan government, as well as being much more cleanly,
which T accounted for by supposing that the Hindds,
always the principal inhabitants, felt themselves at
liberty under Sikh sway to display their wealth,
whereas under Mahomedan masters they were stu-
dious to conceal it.  The surface of the country was
generally covered with jangal, of long grass, and ta-
marisk trees, in some places so dense, that it was
difficult to pass through it. T, however, suspect
that we were conducted by a cirenitous route, and
that there was a much better and more open route

by which the army marched. The jungal swumed

with wild hogs and deer, and in many spois we re-
marked the grass trodden or beaten down, indi-
cating they had been scenes of the khan's hunting
exploits. On such oceasions, a large tract is en-
closed by multitudes, collected from the country
around. They gradually close in upon the pavilion
in which their ruler, with his favoured attendanta is
geated, driving the apimals, hemmed in within the
circle, before them, when he deliberately ains -t
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. them, and estimates hig triumph by the number of
the helpless vietims he brings to the ground.

Tt was not without emotion that T approached the
‘viver Indus, hallowed by so many historical recol-
 lections, and now the boundary, as once possibly the
“parent seat of the Hind( races. 1 found it, per-
haps, nearly as low as it could ever be : still its bod
was most extensive, and at the point we ‘erossed
must have been three miles in breadth.  There were
two or three boats at the ferry, but the wide eox-
panse of sand, and the scanty reeds and shribs
fringing the opposite shores, gave a feature of lone-

liness to the prospeet, which required the strength of

~ ‘associations to relieve. Numerons, on the borders,

. were the tracks of tigers, which, from such tokens;

must be very common, although they are seldom
seen, and, T learned, seldom do harm. T felt, how-
er, a deep interest of another kind, in reflecting
on the people and scenes I was about to leave he.
hind, and on the unknown lands and races the pas-
sage of the river would open to my observation.  If
~avfeeling of douls for a moment elouded my mind,
one of pride at having penetrated so far removed it,
and encouraged me to proceed farther.

- Three or four miles beyond the river we entered
the immense assemblage of date groves and gardens,
amid which the large, populous, and commereial
town of Déra Ghdzi Khén is sitoated.  In the town
itself, we were provided with good quarters, and
‘were not sorry that we should be obliged to halt a

QL
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a few days at it, as YAkab Mahomed Khén required
gome time to complete his arrangements, before
making his offensive demonstration against Sang
(Gihar, now thirty cosses distant. '

The town of Déra Ghazi Khin, but a few years
before the residence of a Diirdni governor, contained
within its limits numerous vestiges, which denoting
its present depressed political condition, also pointed
to its former prosperity. Such were large brick-
built residences, with extensive gardens, either de-
solated or occupied by humble tenants, and the
public mosques, neglected and falling to deeay. The
bazars, with no pretensions to appearance, or even
cleanliness, were still capacious and well supplied,
and the merchants carried on a good trade, Déra
being one of t_he"' commercial marts visited by the
Loh#nf merchants of Afghnistéan, while it doos
good business with the immmediately adjacent parts.

During our stay here we spent our Christmas-day,
and the abundance of every thing enabled us to re-
gale ourselves hountifully, while we enjoyed the
Juxuries of fresh grapes, pears, and apples, brought
by the traders from the orchards of Kahal. The
nights here were particularly cold, and the days .
equally warm; indeed the vicissitudes of temperature
at Déra render it an unhealthy place; and strangers
are liable to intermittent and other fevers.

The M4homedan inhabitants complained much of
their misfortune in being under Sikh domination,
while the HindGs joined with -them in deprecating
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i the mpac;ty of the Bahﬁualpﬁr chief, who farms the
revenues from Mahdrdji Ranjit Singh. Both par--

ties also united in regretting that the Dfréni power

had passed away. And amongst their ancient go-

vernors they affectionately remembered the Nawab
Jabdr Kbéan, extolling his liberality and his hu-
manity. ‘ |

The va,?ir bemg at lmu.th prepared to march we

| the. Vlllagl, near to uhlch he eucamped wn,-h his
~ troops. 'We had now a better opportunity than
before of observing his little army, and its composis
tion. There were about three thousand men, horse
- and foot, with six guns. The appearance of the sol-
diers told little for them: and if by that test their
prowess in the field might have been estimated, I
should have thought them lucky to escape collision
\Wwith a determined foe. On inquiry as to the means
of opposition at the command of the khin of Sang
| Glar, I was told, that he was personally a brave
man, and that he had a body of seven hundred good
“horse, mostly Afghdns, and more than a match for
the whole of the vazirs foree, besides the less
esteemed foot levies, from his raiyats, or subjects.
It was not, however, expected, by the best in-
formed, that a contest would take place: but that,
 after a little blustering the khin would snbmit with
the best grace he could, and pay the tribute, thirty
thousand rapees, demanded of kim ; for, even should
he succeed in discomfiting the vazir, he would be
~ VOL. 1. ' ' | D
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apprehensive  of drawing dewn upon him a large
Sikh force, when he would be compelled to ahan-
don his eountry. | | -
We' marehed  through the lands dependent on |
Déra Ghéazi Khin without much order or precau-
tion ; but on entering the domain of Sang Ghar the
vazir observed greater vigilance, especially as re-
ports were rife that the khan's intentions were
warlike. Tndeed, we halted at the first village, and
Y4kab Méhomed Khin showed no disposition to
advance, seeming to await the arrival of his oppo-
nent, who, it was said, was advancing to his en-
counter. We were accommodated in this village,
placed on a mound, and had an excellent view of
the camp on the plain beneath. The delay beeame
so tediouns, that we heartily wished matters would
be gettled one way or the other, that we might eon-
tinue our journey; which, so far as security was con-
cerned, we might no doubt have done, but the vazir
did not appear to wish it. It chanced, that one
afternoon an alarm wag raised in the camp, that
the Sang Ghar force was in full advance, and had
interrupted the foragers. Y#kab M4homed Khan
immediately mounted, and rode towards his foe,
followed by horse and foot, in the greatest possible
disorder. The guns were left in the camp, which
was entirely deserted. About sunset the force re-
turned, having met with no énemy, whom probably
they did not seek ; but the nagéaras, or kettle-drums,
were beaten before the vazir with as much noise
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| a;nd pnmde as if he had gamed a thory Two or
three days after, a settlement was efiectod, the Sang
Ghar chief paying, or engaging to pay the sum re-
‘quired of him, and Yékib MAhomed Khén retired
from his froutier.

- 'We now followed the road to Sang (rhar, mhere
we were courteonsly received and hospitably enter-
tained by Assad Khan, the chief wlio had so lately
been pugnaciously inclined. He was, T found, a
Baloch by nation, and a stout well-looking man of
about forty-five years of age. Ile complained of
the encroachments of the Sikhs, and lamented he
had not more powerful means to resist them. He
‘Wwas, moreover, very anxions to be supplied with

. restorative miedicines. - With these I was unable
to oblige him ; and as to his position with the Sikhs,
I ¢ould comprehend that it was unfortunate, for it
required little foresight to feel the convietion that,

~enclosed as was hig small territory by che confines
of those powerful neighbours, it would hardly elude
‘their grasp eventually, and that the chief would
‘be fortunate, if he avoided being cajoled into ¢ap-
tivity, to become u fugitive in the hills, where, if he
lost the possessions of his ancestors in the plains,
he might preserve at least his personal freedom,

The khin resided in a mud fortress of some ex-
tent, but with very dilapidated defences. Con-
‘tiguous were the mean huts of his soldiery, and at
a trifling distance the bazar village of Mangalot.
The term Sang (GGhar, (the stone fort,) is applied, if

ne
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unappropriately, to the mud fortress. It implies,
however, merely a strong' place, which Sang Ghar
is supposed to be by the people of this country, and
swho were often displeased to find that I could not
coneur with them. The revenue of the state was
said to be one lakh and twenty thousand rupees,
of which, it has been seen, the khin of Bahdwalpir,
at the instigation of the Sikhs, or in exercising the
privilege of the stronger party, enforces the payment
of thirty thonsand rupees. |

It i due to Assad Khin to record that he has,
in more than one encounter, proved himself a brave
goldier, and on one oceasion he gained a splendid
advantage over the Sikh governor of Mankirah in
an uetion fought on the banks of the Indus. Some
years after I saw him, it became the policy of the
Sikhs to possess themselves of Sang Ghar, and they
did so after a well contested struggle, in which
Assad Khén sustained his former reputation, and
gavo them two or three defeats. He sought refuge
in the hills, and has since been little heard of.

Inu continuing our journey from Sang Ghar to the
north, we passed through a tract of country com-
pressed between the river and the hill ranges to the
west, the road sometimes nearing the one and the
other. The skirts of the hills presented a change
in the vegetable productions, and we were pleased
to breathe a purer atmosphere. - Villages were less
numerous, and very meanly construeted; the in-
habitants were Paténs, and the Pashto dialeet was

@
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spoken by them, althongh they genemlly under-
stood that of the Panjab. The cultivated produce
was similar to that of the southern parts, and tur-
nips of large size were largely grown as food for
cattle.  Herds of buffaloes were everywhere grazing
in the rank pastures of the jangals.
~ Thirty cosses of road distance led us beyond the
khan's frontier, and we enteréd a more fertile tract,
dependent on the town of Déra Fati Khan, held by
the Sikhs. It is smaller than Déra Ghézi Khin,
but is clean, and has a good and well-supplied
bazar. Caultivation around it is not only general,
but choice, as, besides some sugar-cane, there were
fields of poppies, from which some opium is ex-
tracted. The villages have an appearance of greater
comfort than those of Sang Ghar, evincing at least
the mildness and protecting influence of the Sikh
government — although no advantages can com-
pensate, to their Méhomedan subjects, the idea of
subjection to infidels, and the prohibition to slay
kine, and to repeat the azin, or summons to prayer.
The digtrict attached to Déra Fati Khin extends
some ten cosses to the south, and about five cosses
to the north, where it connects with the territory
of Déra Ismael Khin. It is worthy of note, that
it is the only tract west of the Indus dond fide
" retained by the Méahéraja Ranjit Singh, althongh
he has reduced all the countries immediately border-
ing on that river to a state of tributary allegiance.
I have heard it observed, that he has a superstitious

QL
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notion which renders him averse to establishments
on the western bank. That he has overcome such
prejudices, or departed from his preseribed poliey,
in this instance, may be owing to the superior fer-
tility of the district, and that it was deemed ad-
visable to occupy Gerong, a fortress reputed strong,
about three cosses west of the town, and where
are a few guns and a garrison of three hundred men.
At Déra Fati Khin there were no troops. |
From Déra Fati Khin our road mostly led along
the river banks; the jangal became more intricate,
and the villages farther apart, and more rudely builty
for we were now in the territory of another Mé-
homedan ruler, the nawéb of Déra Tsmael Khdn.
The eultivation, when oceurring, was wheat and tur-
nips. At this season the wheat had just appeared
above the surface; and it is the custom to allow
cattle to graze the rising crops, which, so far from
eausing injury to them, is said greatly to increase
the vigour and produetiveness of the mature plants.
Forty cosses brought us to Déra Ismael Khéan,
immediately before reaching which we passed the
large village of Morad Ali. This Déra is a newly
built town, about three miles from the river, its
predecessor seated thereon, having been carried
away, about three years since, by an inundation.
So complete was the destruction, that of a large
and well fortified city no token remains to testify
that it once existed. Two or three date-trees have
only survived the wreck of its groves and gardens,
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and in graceful mq]esty exalt their hesds amongst
the surrounding desolation.

The new town promises to become very extens-
sive.. The bazar is already spacious, and of com-
modious breadth, an improvement on the general
arrangement of Indian towns, where bazars are
mostly, of all parts, the most narrow and confined.
On the destruction of the old town the village
of Morad Ali became of consequence, being the
temporary resort of the nawab and inhabitants ; and,
the new town lying about two cosses from it, they
will likely in time become incorporated. Indeed,
the various buildings, with the serais, already near.
ly fill the intermediate space. Déra Ismael Khéan
is one of the greatest marts on the Indus, and an
entrepot for the merchandize of India and Kho-
rasin passing in this direction. Few sites have a

| greater commercial importance. The customs levi-
ed form the chief source of revenue. The new
fortress is not one of strength, the Sikhs forbid-
ing the erection of too substantial a place of de-
fence. It is small in extent, of a rectangular form,
with angular towers, on which are mounted six
pieces of ordnance, taken in an engagement with
the chief of Tak. The walls are high, but there
is no trench. The inner fort, or fortified residence
of the nawab’s family, is protected by a diteh; the
walls are lofty, and the several faces are defended
by jinjéls.
The district belonging to Déra Ismael Khan
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extends about forty cosses to the north, and thii‘ﬁr-
five cosses to the south. The nawib, moreover,
exacts tribute, either on his own account or on
that of the Sikhs, from most of the petty rulers
around him, such as those of Kalaichi, Darraband,
Marwat, Isd Khél, and Kélabagh. His gross re-
venue may be about three lakhs of rupees, of which
the Sikhs take one-half. His military retainers
are few, but in oecasions of needs he calls forth a
levy from his country and his neighbours. While
[ was in the country it became necessary to assern-
ble a force to proceed against Marwat, and I was
astonished to see collected on the plain an armay
of two thonsand horsemen, comparatively well
mounted and equipped.

The father of the actual nawab, who was visited
by Mr. Elphinstone in 1808, possessed a fertile
country east of the river, comprising the rich and
populous districts of Bakkar, Liya, and Mankirah, .
—while on the western side his authority extend-
ed to Sang Ghar. He was dispossessed ‘by the
Sikhs, and died shortly after. The conquerors have
assigned the son, the present Nawéb Shir Miho-
med Khan, a slip of land west of the Indus for
the support of himself and family.

Seven cosses north-west of Déra iz the small
bazar town and detached castle of Kdyah. It has a
gerrison of fifty men, and is the frontier post on
the side of Tik. Twelve cosses north is the town
of Pahirphr, sitnated, as its name implies, under
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the hills. Besides these there are no other places
deserving the appellation of towns, if we except
Morad Ali,” before-mentioned. The water of the
new city is supplied from wells, and is reputed
unwholesome. . The country about Déra Ismael
Khin might be rendered highly productive, were
it possible to divert upon its ample and level sur-

face canals from the Indus. . The neglected waste

would become n garden of cultivation, and the
copious returns would speedily repay the outlay,
It is said that the nawdb was anxious to have
supplied his new city with good water by bring-
ing a camal from the Gomal river, which runs
through the Tak territory, but the chief of that
place, whose sanction was necessary, withheld it.
There can hardly be said to be jangal in the im-
mediate vieinity of Déra Tsmael Khin, the wide
open plain being merely oceasionally sprinkled with
karita bushes, whose red blossoms have a delight-
ful appearance in the spring season. Near the vil-
lages are always a few bér trees, the fruit of which
is eaten, and sometimes the palma ricinus, with its
tufts of searlet flowers ; but no other trees. Tube-
roses are indigenous here, and springing. up unheed-
ed in the jangal, they are, when culfimted, the
favourite flower of the parterre. |

It may be noted; that the.three Déras west of
the Indus have an antiquity of nearly three hun-
dred years, superseding necessarily more ancient
towns, They were originally Déras, or camps of
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THE NAWAB SHIR MAHOMED KHAN.

chiefs, whose names they now bear, & mﬁnoﬁ] 't

whom occurs in Ferishta, and is thos stated in
Dow's History :—* In 15641, or thereabout, Tsmael,
Ghézi, Fati, and Billoea Duda, (Doda Baloch ?) all
governors of various provinces in that part of the
country, acknowledged the title of Shir.”

The Nawib Shir Méhomed Khén is about thirty=
five years of age. Although believed to feel keenly
his dependent situation on the Sikhs, his chagrin
does not prevent him from being corpulent, as be-
comes & nawib, or from amusing himself with many
childish diversions. Indeed it seems the principal
business of those about him to find subjects fit to
excite his mirth, and to enable him to wile away
his existence. Hence he entertains fiddlers, wrest-
Jers, keepers of bears and of monkeys, and often en-
joys the spectacle of ponies fighting in his flower-
gardens. When one of the animals gives the other
a good shake of the neck the nawab claps his
bands, and eriecs Wah! wah! His attendants do
the same, and the apartments resound with clap-
ping of hands and shouts of Wah! wah! It is
wonderful how all seem to delight in the sport.
He is fond of hunting, and is very dexterous with
his bow. He also prides himself on his strength,
and it is asserted can break the horns of an ox
from the living animal. Overlooking these foibles,
he is kind and good-natured, and pays great at-
tention to his mother. His minister was Sherin
Kban, & Dardni, whose power was so great as to



trust between them: and when the nawib enter-

tained men, the minister, who lived at Mordd Alj,
did the same. The latter commanded the foree
~which discoufited the Tk army some time since,
and is said to have received one lakh of rupees
from Sirwar Khin as a bribe to conclude peace.
While I was at Déra, Ranjit Singh ordered the nawiih
to repair to Lahore. He accordingly made prepara-
tions for the journey, and called upon Sherin Khin
for funds to defruy the outfit and expenses. The
minister alledged inability to meet the demands;
wherenpon high words arose, and the nawib de-
termined to institute an inquiry into his accounts,
1 left before the matter was settled, but learned
that Sherin Khin thought fit to retire to Babd-
walptr,

B
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Interview with the nawdb, — Sdrkis, an Armenian. — Amuse~
ments, — Hindé Gosén, — Sikha, ~~Mah# Singh.—The Hili~
The bazar.—Kaisa Ghar, —Departore fram Déra Ismael Khin.
—Ték—The citadel.— Fquir's prediction.— Fruit—Bazar—
Revenue—Military force.— History of Sirwar Khiin—His sons.
— Allsdid Khin.—Darburra—Insalubrity of Ték.~—Beauty of
the gardens, — Introduction to Sirwar Khimn, — Interview with
Alladdd Khim, — Carousals of Alladéd Khiin—Introduction of
Immat Khin, vakil of Sind.—8ikh party.—Aneedote of Sirwar
Khin.—Departure from Tik. '

Tre nawab was soon informed of my arrival, and
us soon conveyed his desire to see me. In the in-

terview which followed he was very gracious, and
at its close gave particular directions that every

&

attention should be paid to me; while apologizing

that the unfinished state of the buildings prevented
the assignment of a house for my abode, he ordered
tents to be pitched within the citadel in which he
resided. I remained some time his guest, saw a
good deal of him, and always found him most
affable in manners and remarkably free from any
affectation of form or state. One day he produced
a variety of articles, belonging once, he said, to
Sarkis, an Armenian merchant or traveller, who
was murdered within his territory by Afghin or
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Rohilla servants. Amongst them were Armenian
Bibles and Prayer Books, sundry accounts, and many
AEnglish quack-medicines, the virtues and propertics
of which the nawdb was very anxious to learn. 1

* explained to him the miracles they professed to
perforri, aecording to the labels and papers attached
to them, but conjuréd him-to be considerate enough
not to employ them, as age had probubly impaired
their officiency, if ever they had any. He also in-
troduced a former slave of the unfortunate Arme-

. pian” who' detailed the mode of assassiuation of
his master.

The nawhb never failed to send for me when any
amusements took place; and they were o inoes-
santly repeated, that some little philosophy was
requisite to sit patiently during their exhibition.
When nothing more unusnal was at hand, recourse
was had to his musicians and minstrels; and their

. coneerts, although highly charming to him, were of
all things the most distasteful to me.. He some-
times intimated a wish that 1 would remain with
bim, and his people would endeavour to persuade

me to engage in his service, but I gave them to
anderstand it was impossible; and the nawib, per-
haps conscious there was little inducement, did not
press the matter. As Kuropeans are considered
necessarily expert artillerists, he more than once
ordered his guns to be taken on the plain for prac-
tice, at a mark, He was himself, however, their
sole pointer, and when he made & tolersbly good
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shot he toddled away, as if deterred by M
from listening to the plandits which burst forth.

There was living at Déra a HindG Gosén o’l’@ﬂ'
repute, upon whom I called, as he sent me a mes-
sage that Flphinstin Séhib had paid him n similar
compliment. However that may have been, the
sage of Bribma was a bland old gentleman. He
received me very politely, and sent a tray of sweet~
meats home with me on my departuture.

Two Sikh retainers of Hari Singh, Mm
Ranjit Singh's viceroy, on his western frontiers,

were also resident at Déra.  They occupied a large
house in the town, and once or twice I visited them.

In one of their apartments was the Granth or
sacred book of the Sikhs; and many of the Banyas
were socustomed to attend and read it, which they
always did aloud. It was preserved with great eare,
and approsched with reverence. 1 was yet in this
town when Mdha Singh one of Hari Singh's officers,
arrived. with sixty horsemen, demanding the sum of
sixty thousand rupees, and bearing & summons pon
the nawdb to sttend the Méhirdja at Lahore.
These men crossed the river, and suddenly ome
morning entered the citadel, before the nawib bad
tisen. They talked very loudly, asking what sert
of & darbdr was that of Déra, there being no one
to receive them. The claim could not be evaded
or resisted, and Méhi Singh and his party were
stationed in the town, and provided sumptuously st
{he nawlb's charge, until he should be sble to pay



