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| A LARGE kAfila arrived = from Kﬁndahﬁr, of a
multifarious description, and T was allowed to Jjoin
During my abode at Shall T had received
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many attentions, from a respectable and wealthy
Brihman of Bikkanir, named Reghlll. Learn-
ing 1 was about to leave, he invited me to his
house in the evening; and after asking me if 1
could teach him to make gold, to plate copper
with silver, and to cure diseases of the eye, he
provided me with what 1 needed much, a suit of
cotton clothing, and a supply of flour and roghan
for my jouwrney. My Missulmén friends found
a kid-skin, into which they placed my provisions,
and slinging it over my shoulders, I followed the
kéfila, which had preceded me. "
As soon as I joined it one of the camel-dri-
vers, finding that I was going to Shikdrpir, took
my load and put it on one of his animals, so I
walked ununencumbered. The first march, of five
or six miles, brought us to Sir-i-ab, beneath a |
small detached hill at the extremity of the val-
ley, where we halted, near the source of a rivulet
of fine water, which gives a name to the locality.
There was some tilled land here, but no inhabit-
ants. To our right was the high mountain Che-
hel Tan, and where it terminated to the south,
we descried the small pass, or lak, as here called,
leading to Masting, so famed for its fruits. To
our left were alike bills, and in front, the Dasht
Bi-dowlat, over which the high wroad to Shikér-
pr passes. The director, or béashi of the kafila,
was named Baloech Khan, and the camel-driver
who had befriended me by lightening me of my



_ burden, proved to be in his employ. This led to
~ Baloch Khén inviting me to join his party, which
of course was very agreeable to me, and I at

once became easy in the kafila. We were here

joined by a pastoral tribe of Brihiis, who were
proceeding to the warmer countries below the pass.
They mustered above three hundred firelocks;
#nd as the journey from hence to Ddadar was es-
“teemed perilous, their company was aceeptable.

" Barly in the morning, having filled the mas-
saks, or skins, with water, we left Sir-i-ib, and
skirting the eastern base of the small hill we had
halted under, we then struck across the bleak,
sterile plain of Bi-dowlat. We occupied the en-
tire day in the transit, and by evening gained
the entrance into the Bolan hills, and having
erossed a very slight ascent, we decended gradu-
ally into a darra, or valley, where we halted.
Theré was no water here, but our people had pro-
vided against the want. = We were this night
highly amused by a witty fellow, called Shaha-
badin, who personated one of the Atchak Zai, and
proffered to diclose where 6bé, or water, could be
found. He imitated the tome and expressions of
the savages exactly, and extorted loud peals of
laughter from his auditors. I had got over the
firsst march to Sir-i-db pretty well, but the long
one of this day proved too much for me, although
the road had been good, and I experienced a re-
newal, in some degree, of my former pains,

-

A WITTY FELLOW. | 28
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On the following morning, our course led us
along the valley, which had a econtinual but gra-
dual and easy decent. To march was toilsome,
as the bed of the valley was filled by small stones
and pebbles. From it we gained aunother val-
ley, with which it communicated; and here, after
a short distance, we ecame upon a variety of
springs, the water of which gushed from the roeks
to the right, and formed a stream. Some of the
springs discharged large volumes of water, which
released themselves with a considerable noise.
This spot is called Sir-i-Bolan; and the sources
are those of the rivulet, which has fixed its name
upon the pass. We did not halt here, but pro-
ceeded until we reached Kajiri, a spot so ealled
from a solitary date-tree, which arose opposite
to us in graceful majesty,—an emblem of our ap-
proach to more genial climes. Our road was
throughout this march along the same davra,
and over the same kind of pebbly surface. We
had seen mno inhabitants, but occasional tracks
across the hills seemed to indicate their exist-
ence near. During the night the sentinels were
particularly alert, keeping up an incessant dis-
charge of matchlocks, and shouting * Hai! Kéaba-
dar! Hai! Kébadar!

Our next march econtinued through the darra,
and we lost the Bolan rivulet, while to the left the
country became more open. The road also beeame
less stony, as we reached Bibi Nani, where we found
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_ another rivulet, which, T was told, came from the
hills of Kalat. This place is a shrine of some re-
pute, and has some curions legends connected with
it. The hills here yield fuller’s earth, or some ana-
logous substance. ‘The road winds through the low
lills at this point, and enters the extensive plain of
Kirta. The river flowed to our left, and crossing
the plain we halted at Garm-ab (warm spring), or
the sources of the third river we meet with in the
Bolan pass. About half a mile to our left, or to the
north, was the small village of Kirta, inhabited by
Baloclies, subjects of Kalit, but at the mercy of the
predatory hill tribes. Many of the women came
to procure water from the springs, which, as their
name implies, are tepid, and in the pools formed by
them are myriads of small fishes. The houses of
Kirta were constructed of mud and stones; and
amongst them was 2 square tower. There is some
land''cultivated, principally with rice, and there
might be much more, were there any security.

Our Brihii companions were desirous that the
kifila should have halted at Kirta for a day, but
this was not acceded to, althongh the march we had
in front was through the most critical part of the
pass. The kafila therefore proceeded without them.

Leaving Garm-ib, we came upon a large marsh,
with a muddy bottom, and much choked up with
reeds and flags. It is formed by the waters of
Garm-ib, and from it issues the elear stream, which
henee, to the termination of the pass, was to be our

QL.
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attendant. This marsh immediately precedes the
entrance into a series of defiles, and is not, T
belisve, to be avoided by beasts of burden, whe
with difficulty wade through it.  Pedestriaus,
like myself, leave it to the right, and follow a
slender path winding around the eénclosing hills, |
In this march we had continually to cross and re-
cross the river, whose bed was generally occupied
with large boulders, and occasionally with fags.
The water was delightfully transparent. During the.
early part of the day the derra was more or less
open, or not so contracted as to be termed, justly,
a defile, but on approaching a spot called Khindil-
lin the hills on either side closed upon each other,
and the narrow passage between them was entirely
filled by the water. Previous to arrival here the
kéfila was condensed, and the armed and mounted
men formed in a body, it being judged fit to move
with caution and be prepared, in a part of the pass
which, of all others, seemed to be the most dreaded.
Within the defile there was a large cavern in the
hills to the right, and under it a pool, said to be
unfathomable ;—there was evidence of great depth
of water in the limpid and azure-tinged water, The
scenery was here sufficiently good ; indeed, through-
out this day’s march the natural features of the
several localities were interesting. Emerging from
the defile, we traversed a fine open space, favourable
for encampment, with the river to the right, and
also winding to the front. Crossing it, we again
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passed through defiles into another and lengthened
darra, but wide and open;—and this traversed,
other defiles led us into a more spacious valley,
where there was an abundance of coarse grass. It
may be observed, that there is throughout this jour-
ney more or less forage, particularly from Khindil-
Jan; there is also a good quantity of cultivable soil ;
‘and, from the admirable command of water, it is ob-
vious that, were the country secure, great guantities
of rice might be grown. 'As it is, exposed to per
petual depredations, no one dares to settle in the
valley, or cultivate its soil. Neither is adequate
advantage taken of its plentiful pastures, for no oue
ventures to graze them. From this last 'valley,
which has an appellation I forget, derived from its
herbage, a short passage cleared ug of the pass altos

gether, and brought us into the plain of Dédar,

‘The broken ground here was covered with stunted
‘trees and brushwood, and we had finally to cross the
viver, which flowed to the right hand. Passing a
few old tombs and shrines, we at length halted on
the borders of a canal of irrigation, with the town of
Dadar and its date-groves in sight, some two or
three miles distant.

. I could have enjoyed this march under other cir-
cumstances, but what with its length, and the ill
condition I was in, it proved a pénible one to me.
The constant crossing of the river, and the necessity
of tramping so often barefooted, nearly exhaunsted
me, and my feet at the close of the journey were
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338 PASS OF BOLAN--~ITS ADVANTAGES.

sorely blisteyed. It was in vain 1 strove to keep
company with the kaifila; and before reaching
Khindillan,—behind it as usual,—two or three

shots, fired from the hills, caused me to raise my

eyes, when I perceived three or four men. They
were, however, too far off to give me trouble,
and I saw that they were moving from, and not
towards me.

The magnificent pass of the Bolan may be smd'

to be, thronghout its extent, perfectly level, the
gradual ascent of the upper portion of it, and the
slight kotal, or pass, if deser vitg the name, by which
the Dasht-Bi-dowlat is gained, scarcely forming
exceptions.

1t is interesting on many accounts: being, thh
the Milloh pass, far to the south, the only route
of this level character intersecting the great chain
of mountaing, defining, on the east, the low countries
of Kach Gandiva and the valley of the Indus; while
westward, it supports the elevated regions of Kalat
and SahiarawAn. There are many other passes over
the chain, but all of them from the east have a
steep and diffieult ascent, and conduct to the brink
of the plateau, or table-lands. Such are the passes
of Takdri and Naghow, between the Bolan and
Mflloh routes, and there are others to the north
of the Bolan. This pass is no less important, as
occurring in the direet line of communication be-
tween Sind and the neighbouring countries with
Kandahar and Khorasdn. 1t also constitutes, in this
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~ direction, the boundary between the Sard Sél and
Ctrm. 8él, or the cold and hot countries. The
natives here affirm, that all below the pass is Hind.
and that all above it is Khorasan. This distinction
is in great measure warranted, not only because the
pass separates very different races from each other,
speaking various dialeets, but that it marks the line
of a eomplete change of climate, and natural pro-
ductions.. As we near Dadar we behold the adkh, or
' milky euphorbia ;—no plant is more uniformly found
‘at the verge of the two zones: belonging to the
warmer one, it stands as a sentinel, overlooking
the frontier, over which apparenfly it may not
step. , \

' 'Our next march was merely a change of ground,
and' brought us within a mile of the town of Dadar.
I was unable to visit it, but it appeared to be walled
in, and of some extent, containing many tolerable
looking houses. The Hindés of the bazar resorted
to the kéfila to traffic. The neighbourhood was
well cultivated ; the soil, besides being naturally
good, is well watered by numerous canals, large

and small. Many hamlets are sprinkled over it; .

and the produce, besides grain, consists of sugar-
cane, and the indigo plant. There are two fazls,
- or harvests, the vernal and hibefnal. The town is
held by the Khin of Kalat, and the governor is
generally one of his household slaves.

We halted near Dadar for two days. Transit-

fees were levied from the kéfila: after which onr
=2
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340 NEIGHBOURING HILLS.

company, augmented by Baloch traders, started for
Bagh. | 1k
- The hills in this part of the country describe a
vast semicircle, the principal ranges to the west,
before moticed, stretching away to the south, and
ending only on the shores of the ocean, Immedi-
ately to the north, and north-east of Dédar, are other
hills, enclosing the valley of Sibi, and the abodes of :
Khékas, Kadjaks, Shilinehis, Barrh Zais, Marris,
and other mingled Afghin and Baloch tribes : while
to the east extend a succession of ranges, the south-
em termination of the great Silimin chain running
parallel to and west of the Indus. On the side
hordering on Déadar and Kachi, they are inhabited
by savage tribes, whose predatory habits render
thern a great annoyance to the inhabitants of the
Pplains, as they frequently issue from their fastnesses
in overpowering numbers, and plunder the villages.
On the opposite side they look down upon Sanghar,
Déra Ghézi Khén, and the Kalit chiefs’ distriets
of Hérand and D4jil. © The heat at Dadar i singu-
larly oppressive, and the unhurnt bricks of the old
tombs are pointed out as having become of a red
hue in the fervent rays of the sun.

At a little distance from Dédar a iine of Jjabbal,
ot low hills, or rather a fracture in the surface,
extends from east to west across the country, and
separates the particular valley of D4dar from the
great plain of Kach Ganddva. The road through-
‘out this fissure is level, but the broken mass assumes



avariety of funtastic shapes, and may have a breadth
of three or four miles. Where it ends, the hard
~ level plain begins.

< I had 'scarcely commenced the march from Dédar
when I was seized with vomiting, occasioned I
knew not by what, unless by the water, which
here has a bad repute. It was night when we
~marched, both to avoid the heat of the day, and
that the manzil, or place of intended halt, was dis~
tant. The kafila soon passed me; and helpless, I
lgid myself on the ground, and awaited morning.
- ¥ was foarful of losing the road. At the dawn of
day T arose, and continued my way. I passed
thi'ough the fracture just noted, and had reached
the plain beyond, when my disorder drove me to
seek the shade of some low hills to the right of the
road. Here two or three horsemen of the kafila,
who had stayed behind, came to me. They kindled
a fire, their object being to smoke chirss. They
~encouraged me to proceed, telling me I should find
- the kafila at a village, the trees of which were
visible in the far distance. I strove to do so, but
was soon redriven from the road; and this time, the
bank of a dry water-cours¢ afforded me shade. At
length, with my strength somewhat renewed, I again
followed the road, and by evening, approached the
village of Hird.
. Here was a river, the Nari, to which I hastened
to appease my thirst; and on crossing a ravine to
regain the road a ruffian assailed me with a drawn

SICKNESS. 341
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sword, and ordered me to accompany him. Clear-
ing the ravine; he examined my postin, and the kid-
skin bag containing the remnant of my flour, which
I chanced to have with me this day. Much parley
ensued, he insisting I should follow him, and I
objecting to do so. 1 told him, if he was a robber,
ag his weapon made him superior, to take what
~ he wanted ; to this he replied by putting his fore-
i finger between his teeth, and shaking his head,
signifying, T presume, that he was not one. I was
unable to prevail upon the fellow to depart; when
a Hindd suddenly made his appearance. Neither
I mor my oppressor had before seen this man ; a0
angel could not, however, have more seasonably
interposed. The Baloch, still unwilling to relin-
quish me, said I was a thief, but the Hindd would
not admit it; and asking me if I belonged to the
kéifila, told me it was on the other side of the
village. “On hearing this, and that I had friends
near, the fellow relaxed, and I and the Hindd
passed over to the other side of the ravine. The
Hinda separated from me, and I made for the
road, when the Baloch, looking and secing me alone,
ealled me to return, and as an inducement plied
me with stones. Having the ravine between us,
and deserying three or four men in & cultivated
field adjacent, I paid no farther attention than to

! SL.

return him his missiles, and the abusive epithets

le liberally bestowed with them.

1 next went to -the men in the field, and told
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them the Baloch striking across the plain was a
robber., My tattered garments were again ex-
plored ; and certainly had I possessed anything
worth plunder it would have been taken. As it
was, the elder of the men remarked, * What could
be plundered from you?” and in the same breath
asked me to exchange my shoes for a pair of chap-
lag, an uncouth kind of sandal. 1 refused, although
the shoes were old, and absolutely worn out, as
‘they had become econvenient to my feet; yet my
refusal was of no avail, and the shoes were taken
from me: the men asserting that I gave them of
my free-will, and I, that they were forcibly seized.
It was promised that a youth should counduct me
to the kafila, which was said to be two cosses dis-
tant.  The good Hindd, it seemed, had told me
it was here to disentangle me from the Baloch.
May his righteous purpose excuse the untruth.
The* old man, however, on putting the shoes on
his feet, said they were not worth exchanging, and
returned them. He then placed his fingers upon
his eyes, and swore that he was a Missulman, and
no thief. He invited me to pass the night at his
house, by way of atonement, and assured me of
good entertainment. I might have trusted myself
with him, as this application of the fingers to the
eyes is equivalent to a most solemn oath, but it
was my object to gain the kéfila. 1 therefore
declined, and the road being pointed out to me,
I struck into it.
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. Night coming on, T repaired to some old sepul-
- chres, or zidrats, on the road-side, to await the
vising of the moon, the better to find my way, ' By
moonlight I proceeded, but it was scon manifest
that I bad missed the road, and, ignorant of its
direetion, 1 thought it best to tarry until mom,
80 I wrapped myself in my postin and went to
sleep. - | '
At daybreak I observed, not far off, a man of
respectable appearance, of whom I inquired the
road, stating that I had gone astray. He lamented
that a Mussulmén, for such he supposed me, should
have been compelled to sleep on the plain, and
leaying his own path, he gunided me into mine.
In a short time I made a village, situated on the
Niri river. The river occupied a wide bed, and
the banks on either side were high. I descended
inte the bed, and under shelter of the near bank
I passed the village unobserved. Beyond it I took
my frugal breakfast, soaking my scraps of bread in
the waters of the stream.

Here I was accosted by a youth, who also wanted
to exchange shoes. He bad himself a new pair,
and perfectly sound. The exchange .would have
been to his prejudice, ag I pointed out to him,
yet I could not afford to part with my old and
easy ones. He did not, however, ingist. 1 was.
hardly yet aware that a Baloch generally prefaces
robbery by proposing exchange, or hy hegging
some article, as the plunderer of the Afghan tribes
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. near Kandahdr first asks his vietim if he hag any
tobacco or snuff. The brother of Mehrdb Kbhawv
. of Kaldt was encamped near this village with a
party of horse.
« From the river-bed I passed through a fairly
wooded jangal of small bér, mimosa, and tamarisk
trees. It swarmed with the pastoral Brahdi tribes,
who had recently arrived, and taken up their winter
quarters here. Beyond this belt I reached the
small town of Hajf Sheher, held by Msdhomed
Khan, the sirdar of the Sherwéni Brahtis. It
was ‘walled in, and contained a small but good
bazar. The two domes of its principal masjits had
been conspicuous for a long time above the jangal.
Within the walls were perhaps two hundred and
fifty, or three hundred houses, Hindd and Mého-
medan; without were groves of large bér and mi-
mosa-trees. The Sherwhni chief levies a transit-
« fee ont merchandize. I found that the kéfila had
stayed the night here, but had passed on in the
morning for Bagh. |
A Hinda directed me as to the road I was to
take, but cautioned me not to go alone. T went on,
haying become habituated and indifferent to danger
~ and adventure. The same kind of light jangal
prevailed. I was soon passed by three Baloch
soldiers, mounted on camels. One of them said
to me, in Persian, “Ah! ah! you are an Uzbek.”
I told him T was not, but he maintained that I
was, laughing, and in good-humour. This was not
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the first time T had been taken for one of these
Tartars.

In the town of Shall, notwithstanding my own
affirmations, confirmed by many of the inhabitants,
that T was a Farang, or European, several believed
that I was an Uzbek. The milla, or priest, who
officiated in the masjit, where 1 was lodged, one
day informed a large company, with an air of great
self-satisfaction that T was a Turk. He nodded his
head, and winked his eyes, as if his superior pene-
tration had discovered an important secret. An-
other individual seriously anuoyed me by persisting
that 1 was a Kkarigar. This term T had heard in
Ddman and the Panjab used to denote a bull. It
was to no purpose that I contended I was a * mir-
dem,” or man, and no kirigar, or, as I under-
stood it, bull. The individual in question would
have it that T was one, or at least a kérigar. A
better acquaintanee with langnages taught me that
the word was employed in Persian to express an
adept, or expert person, in which sense, no doubt,
the man intended it. At the same place a woman
daily visited me, always bringing some ftrifling
present of fruit, sweetmeat, &e. and eraving my
blessing. T could not surmise why she thought me
qualified for the task, until I heard her one day
tell another woman that I was the *diviéneh,” or
idiot, from Masting.

Continuing my route through the jangal, I came
upon # deserted and ruinous castle, and then upon
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| vﬂlnge 6o e TRt of the rond. Tt was deskvhen
I reached a ecluster of villages and date-groves,
which T was so certain was Bigh that 1 did not
inquire, and satisfied that I should find the kafila
in the morning, I retired for the night to a ziarat,
and quietly reposed.

Tt turned out, however, that T was mistaken, and
when I arose at daybreak, I found that the place
was called Tirkéri, and that Bigh was a good coss
farther on. The greater part of this distance traced
the river-bank. The country here was populous,
and well cultivated. The soil is fertile, yielding
sugar-cane amongst its produce; jawdri and bdjara
here, as throughout the province, are the principal
objects of the agriculturist. The preference shown
to them would seem to show, that they require
little moisture, and that experience has proved
them to be adapted to the soil and climate.  They
subsist both man and animal, and are grown in
such quantities as to be largely exported. Tn
favourable seasons, or when the supply of rain has
been sufficient, the returns are said to be excessive.
Other kinds of grain, as wheat and barley, are raised,
forming the spring erops, and the Jet cultivators,
or zaminddrs, are allowed to be very skilful.

I found the kéfila at Bigh, between the town
and river, and in a grove of mimosas.

Bagh is one of the most considerable towns of
Kachi, although containing not more than six to
eight hundred houses. It formerly was in a more

Q



flourishing condition, and many Hindd soukars, or
bankers, resided at it. They have removed to
Kotr(i, where they think themselves more secure
under the government of a petty dependent chief
than under that of the weak paramount authority
of Kalat, administered by a household slave. | The
bazar is still respectable, as the site of the place
preserves it from total decay. It has the monopoly
of the trade in sulphur, derived from the mines near
Sanui; and the government officers collect transit-
duties from traders. 1 was astonished to learn,
seeing the river was so considerable, that fresh
water was frequently scarce at Bagh, and that at
certain seasons it was an article of sale: but T
was assured that, in a short time, the chanuel
of the stream would dry up, and water only be
found in wells, dug in its bed. T was also informed,
that wells made in the town or neighbourheod,
yielded a fluid, too saline to be applicable to useful
purposes. |
Close to Bagh are some conspicuous tombs, cover-
ing the remains of remarkable persons. Amongst
them are those of Mastapha and Réhim Khan, pre~
served in the same monument, half-brothers, and both
sons of the illustrious Nassir Khan. Mastapha Khin
wag renowned for his valour, and fell by the hands
of his brother, Réhim Khan ; the latter was slain by
the sister of Mastapha Khan. Another tomb com-
memorates a famous politico-religious charaeter, put
to death by Shih Zemin. The Vazir Fati Khan,

348 SCARCITY OF WATER.
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afterwards so notorious, then a mere youih, was a
disciple of this worthy, as were a great number of
the young Afghin nobility. The initiated formed
a conspiracy to dethrone the king, and to assassi-
nate hig minister, Waffaddar Khéin, and to raise the
Shahzada Sijah to the throne. The plot, on the
eve of accomplishment, was revealed to the minister
by one of the accomplices. Sarafrdz Kban, the
father of Fati Khan, expiated the erime of his son;
who escaped, and many of the conspirators were
seized and put to death. A party was sent to Bagh
with orders to bring in the head of the holy man,
the father or patron of the dark and foul treason:
This event is worthy of note, as it was the prox-
imate cause of the convulsions which have since
desolated Afghdnistan. Of the character of the
holy man of Bagh there can be little doubt, al-
thoug he has since death been ecanonized. He
was a Safi, and, with his disciples, professed him-
self to be a “Hisan perrast,” or, “admirer of
beauty.”

We halted three or four days at Bégh, and on
taking our departure forded the river about half
a mile below the town; nor did we afterwards see
it, 'We mads three or four marches, and reached
a village on the borders of the desert belt, called
. the Pat of Shikdrptr, or, sometimes, the Dasht
 Bédar. _

During our progress we passed a well-cultivated
country, but the villages were mostly either in ruins
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or entire and deserted by their inhabitants. It was
wonderful to see the immense fields of hidjara, in
the most thriving state, and apparently mature for
harvest, but not a soul to reap them, or even to
claim them. The cultivators had fled before the
hill maranders, who had scoured the country. As
the kafila slowly paced over the afflicted land a
mournful interest was excited by the contemplation
of the melancholy scenes around us. It was no
less painful to reflect on the probable misery of
the poor people forced to abandon their proper:%y
and homes. Nor could such feeling repress the
sentiment of contempt for the feeble government,
unable to protect its subjects, for it was admitted
to be powerless against the licentious banditti of the
mountains.

The village we halted at after leaving Bagh was
peopled, so was the one on the borders of the Pat;
the intervening country was vacant, as described.
In passing the extensive fields of bajara the men
of the kifila distinguished a variety, whose stem
had a saccharine taste, little inferior to that of
sugar-cane. They discriminated it by inspection
of the leaf, but I vainly sought to acquire the se-
cret. They said no sugar could be extracted from it.

There is considerable danger from predatory bands
in crossing the desert tract which now spread be-
fore us. Its name, “ Bédari,” or “ vigilance,” implies
as much, and truly, from the multiplied robberies
and murders committed on it, it has become of
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infamous notoriety. The kafila bishi determined
to make but one march across it, and we accord-
ingly started about sunset, with our massaks filled
with water.
| We were in motion the whole of the night and
following day, passing in our track a tomb to the
right, whose clevation renders it serviceable as &
point of direction, there being apparently no beaten
road. Once during the day, a cloud of dust being
observed, the kafila was halted, the men with match-
Jocks assembled, and the horsemen took up posi-
tion in front; the camels were also condensed, and
made to kneel. The arrangements were good, but
unnecessary ; the dust, being merely the effect of
a whirlwind, subsided, and the journey was resumed.
Some time after passing the tomb we descried
a Jong line of jangal before us. This at once de-
noted the termination of the desert, and our ap-
proach to the territory of Sind. We proceeded
about two cosses through this jangal, in which some
cultivated land was interspersed, and about an hour
pefors sunset reached Rojin, where we halted.
There were here two castles, or rather villages,
enclosed within walls. Fields of bijara and cotton
were around them. The water, of very indifferent
taste, was procured, and in small quantity only,
from a series of shallow wells, or pits, under the
walls of one of the castles. The inhabitants, or
the chief of the village and his clansmen, were not
‘disposed to be very civil, and on a slight oeccasion
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- seemed anxious to pick a quarrel with the men

of the kafila.

I understood that Rojau was sub_]eot to Mehmb
Khén, but 1 apprehend my informant intended me
to comprehend that it should be, as it once was.
It “was formerly held by Magghazzis, who. were
subjects of Kaliat. They bave been lately expelled,
or, as was said, exterminated by the Jamdlis, a
branch-of the great Rind tribe, who bave placed
themselves under the snve‘reign ty of Sind. |
- Our next mareh led us to Jdgan, the road through
the same kind of jangal, with villages and culti-
vation occasionally oceurring. Jégan is enclosed,
and has a small bazar. We here found Kasim
Shah, the Governor of Shikdrpir. He visited the
kafila, cordially embraced the bhashi, and arranged
the matter of duty in a free, gentlemanly manner. -

As most of.the traders, and others of the kéfila,
were established at Shikdrptr, and as the perils of
the journey were considered over, kairats, or chari-
table offerings, were made at Jigan. The more opu-
lent provided sheep, with which they regaled them-
sel\es and their cOmpanions.

While competent to perform ordinary ma.rches, I
was little able to get through long ones, and the un-
usually severe one across the Dasht Bédari had °
brought me into great distress. The kafils marched
from Jdgan to Shikarpir, but I conld not pass the
digtance at once, and went quietly on from village
to v;llage, “well treated by the peasantry, a mild and
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unassuming people. - In two or three days [ reached
the city of Shikéarpir, of which I had heard so
much, I found it large and populous, but was
somewhat disappointed with regard to its appear-
ance, although reflection soon suggested that T had
no reason to be so.

This city, renowned for its wealth, is particularly
celebrated for its Hindd bankers and money dealers,
whose connections are ramified throughout the conns-
tries of Central Asia, and of Western India. It is
especially the home of these people, where their
families are fixed, and where are detained those of
gomastahs, or agents, located in foreign countries.

As the eity is not understood to be one of great
 antiquity, it is possible that the influx of Hindds to
it is not of very distant date, and that it was occa-
sioned, by the fluctnations of political power. As
the existence of some great centre of monetary
transactions, in this part of the world, was always
indispensable for the facilities of the commerce car-
ried on in it, it is not unlikely, looking at the facts
within our knowledge connected with the condition
of the adjacent country during the last two centu-
ries, that Miltdn preceded Shikarpir as the great
money mart, and that from it the Hindds removed,
eonverting the insignificant village of the chace into
a eity of the first rate and consequence.

 Shikarpir, no doubt, attained its high rank under
the Daréni monarchy of Afghénistan, and mueh of
the prosperity of its bankers was due to the vicious
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operation of that ingtitution, and to the errors of the
Dirani character. Many enriched themselves by
loans to the ministers of state, gemerally careless
financiers; and by acting as treasurers to nobles,
who deposited with them the spoils of their pro-
vinces and governments, and who, subaﬁquem.ly,
died without revealing the secret to their heirs. -

The fall of the Diréni empire has been accom-
panied by & correspondent deeline at Shikarpiir,
both by depriving its capitalists of one great souree
of their gains, and by causing an uncertain and dis-
turbed state of affairs in the surrounding countries.
This decline has, moreover, been aided by the
growth of a-strong power in the Panjib, and by the
consequent renovation of its trade, and commercial =
marts.  Many of the former bankers of Shikarpar
have since established themselves in the ecities of
Milthn and Amratsir—the latter, at the present
day, rivalling the importance of Shik&rpGr at its
proudest epoch.

It is not unlikely, that the decline of %hlkarp(]r,
and the breaking up of its monopoly, may be ulti-
mately favourable to the regions around ; for its in-
fluence, pushed beyond its legitimate exercise, was, it
may be suspected, injurious on the whole. It was so

- grasping, that not only by accommodating the various
governments did it anticipate their revenues, but it se-
riously depressed agriculture by absorbing; in return
for advances, the produce of the soil.  In fact, the
unlimited command of capital possessed by the
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 Shikarparis placed at their disposal the entire re-
sources of the state, and of the country, with the
profits of foreign and domestic trade. All were poor
but themselves; and their wealth was noxious to
the general community, and wunhallowed, as all
wealth must be, acquired from the necessities and
impoverishment of others.

To the curious in Diarani history, it may be
pointed out, that from Shikérpdr were supplied the
funds which set on foot those suecessive inroads into,
and invasions of the neighbouring countries, which
are recorded in every page of it ; until the monarchs
lost their credit, and the restless nobles, no longer
occupied in foreign expeditions, directed their ambi-
tion against each other and the throne, nor texmi-
nated the fatal strife until they had involved it and
themselves in ruin,—a frightful, but natural result
~ of the, system of waste at home, and of rapine
abroad, which had characterized the short-lived
monarchy. |

As a city, Shikdrpar is indifferently constructed.
The bazar is extensive, with the principal parts
rudely covered, so as to exclude or moderate the
heat, which is extremely powerfnl. As usual in
Indian eities, there is the inconvenience of narrow
and eonfined streets; nor is too mneh attention paid
to cleanliness. It would seem, indeed, that filth
and wealth were inseparable.
 Amongst the public edifices there are none eom-

manding attention. Pwo or three masjits only
' ' 242
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- might invite notice, without repaying it. Some of the
residences of the opulent Hindis are large and mas-
sive buildings, presenting on the exterior an imposing
but dull appearance, from their huge brick walls.

The city was once surrounded with mud walls,

~ but can no longer he considered other than an open
place, its dilapidated defences having been allowed
to crumble into decay. The Afghins affect to de-
spise fortresses; and it may be observed, in all im-
portant eities once under their government, that the
bulwarks have been mneglected. No inducement
could make Ahmed Shéh order a trench to be
fashioned under the walls of his capital, Kandahar,
The monarch proudly remarked that the diteh of
Delhi was that of Ahmed Shahi (Kéandahér).

The bazar of Shikirptr is exceedingly well sup-
plied, the neighbouring country being abundantly
fertile, and productive in all kinds of grain and pro~
visions, while it has a fish-market, plentifully stocked
from the Indus. There are numerous gardens in
the vicinity, yielding the ordinary Indian fruits, as
mangoes, shdh-tits, or long mulberries, plantains,
figs, sweet limes, melons, and dates; to which may
be added, sngar-cane, (here eaten as a fruit,) both of
the white and red varieties. 'There is also no
scarcity of common vegetables, the egg-plant, fenu-
greek, spinach, radishes, curnips, carrots, onions, &e.

About a mile, or little more, from the ecity, is
a cut, or canal, from the Indus, but it appears to
be only occasionally filled with water; for, on one

356 BAZAR.
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‘occasion I had to wade through it, and a few days
after found it so dry that T could scarcely have
Amagined there had ever been water in it. For
the constant supply of the city, there are nume-
rous wells within and without its limits, and the
water is believed to be good and wholesome. For
the irrvigation of the cultivated lands, wells are
also in general use, and require to be dug, of no
great depth.

Formerly, the trade of Shikarpar was much
more  considerable than at present, and it was
very much visited by kéfilas. The bazar still ex-
hibits great activity, and there are mauny fabrics
still industriously carried on of cotton, the produce
of the country. Its linghis are next esteemed to
those of Peshawer.

‘While the inhabitants are principally HindaGs,
its long dependence upon the Afghans has led to
the loeation at it of a great number of mixed and
various Afghin families. There are also many
Baloch and Brahai residents, but few or no Sind-
| jans, whom no attraction could allure to settle
in an Afghan city. The character of the Maho-
. medan population is not good; the men are re-
puted ignorant and crafty, contentious and cow-
ardly. The Hindiis are, as Hindiis everywhere
e'rlse,'_ intent upon gain by any mantier or means ;
and the females of their community are univer-
sally affirmed to be licentious and lewd.

Under the Diranis, Shikarpiir had its governor,

.
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dependent, T believe, on the superior one of Déra
Ghazi Khan, Tts revenue, including that of the
contignous distriet, was rated at eight lakhs of
rupees ; at present, about two ldkhs and a half
can only be obtained by extortion, loudly com-
plained of. Of this two thirds belong to the
Amirs of IHaidarabad, and the remaining third to
the Amir of Khairptir. The governor is deputed
from Haidarabad ; and was now, as before noted,
KAsim Shil, a son of Mir Ismael Shah-—-gene-
rally employed by his masters in their negotia~
tions with the Afghéns and Dritish. Késim Shdh
was, by great odds, the best of his family, and was
deservedly held in the highest esteem by those
over whom he was placed. j

Shikarpiir is sixteen cosses distant from the
island fort of Bakkar in the Indus, and twenty-one
cosses from Larkhana. About four cosses from
it, on the road to Bakkar, is the once considerable
town of Lakki, which, populous and flourishing
under the Afghéins, is said to have contributed
one likh of rupees as annual revenue.

It appears as if it had been suddenly deserted,
the houses yet being entire and habitable ; and now
affords shelter merely to marauders. In the same
direction, and on the bank of the Indus, opposite
to Bakkar, is Sakkar, once a large taﬂ‘g and alike
in ruins. This tract, with the fortress in ‘the river,
was held by the Diranis; while Rohri, a large town

= 368 | LAKKL
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on. t.he eastem bank, was belonging to the chief

of Khairpr.

+ The  occupation of Shikarpir and district by
the Sindians would seem to have been followed
by an instantaneous decline in the prosperity of
both. The towns in the neighbourhood were des
serted, and the outeast population became robbers.
I found matters in such a state that the inha-
bitants of Shikérpir scarcely ventured without the
walls  with impunity, being frequently on such
occagions robbed ; although, to prevent such diss
orders, patrols of horse circamambulated the eity
during the day. On the banks of the canal 1
have mentioned, as about a mile from the eity, are
some Hindd faquir establishments, with some full-
grown pipaltrees. To the spot the Hindds fre-
quently repair for amusement, and always on their
days; of festival. Omne of the holidays occurred
during my stay, and drew forth an amazing con-
course of people. The spectacle was pleasing, and
even impressive. Strange to say, notwithstanding
the crowds and the publicity of the day, there were
Hinds plwldered between the city and canal ; yet
Shikarplr is not the only eastern eity offering the
anomaly of danger without and security within its
walls.

Shikarplir has, or had the privilege of coining ;
and the rupee is a very good one, nearly or quite
equal in value to the sicca rupee of India: it has

Wr: o)
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also its peculiar weights and measures, and en-
Joyed under the Dérdnis many immunities. Tt
has probably passed the zenith of its prosperity,
and may, possibly, experience a farther decline :
yet its favourable situation, in the midst of a rich
country, will preserve it from total decay; and,
although it may cease to be the great money-nart
of Central Asia, it will long linger in existence
s a market for the surrounding countries.

To the Dardni sovercigns its possession was' of
the highest importance, as from it they overawed
Sind, and enforced the unwillingly rendered tribute
of its chiefs. It may be observed, that the recent
operations beyond the Indus have induced arrange-
ments by which the ecity and adjacent territory
are likely to be permanently placed under British
authority. | | '

IMPORTANCE OF SHIKARPUR,
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CHAPTER XVII.

Gdd appearanee.-—Sakkar. — Bakkar, — Rohri. ~— Khairpiir, - Ita
. insalobrity,—Division of country.— Introduction to Ghilim
. Rasil Khén, — Hiz mission.— His attendants,~—Bounty of
. Milla Héfiz.—Departure from Khairpir.-—Dibar.—Intricacy of
' road.~SaltAnpir.—Saiyad’srebuke.——Mattéll.— Extensive view,
|+~ Masjit companions, and society.— Conversation..— Supper.—
- Pitah Sheher.—Masjit repast.—Féaquir,—MirpGr.~Sindi woman,
 ~—Hospitable villagers.—Suspicious men,— Khairphr, —Sabzal
'Kot—-Evil guides.—Fézilpir.—Meeting with Réhmat Khén,—
 Peasantry of Sind.— Villages and magjits.~—Administration of
country.—Hind (s.~—Saiyads, —Pirs.—Faquirs.—Takias.

I spAYED two or three days only at Shikarpir,
and determined to recross the Indus, and enter
Northern Sind, with the intention of ultimately pro-
ceeding to Lahore, the capital of Méhardja Ranjit
Singh. My postin, many years old, was so full of
rentg, and so rotten, that I was every day oecupied
two or three hours in repairing it, and the variously
coloured threads employed gave it a singular and
ludicrous appearance. To add to the unseemliness
of my habiliments, the dress bestowed upon me by
the Brahman at Shall was fairly in tatters, and my
shoes were absolutely falling from my feet.

I therefore passed through Lakki, and reached
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the deserted town of Sakkar, on the banks of the
viver. - I passed the night at a masjit, where only
one man, the miilla, attended, to pray. He brought
me a supper of bread and dhal, and sat in conver-
sation with me some time, giving his ruler-, Mir
Sohrdb, but an indifferent character.

In the morning T went to the river, and found a
boat ready to cross, into which I stepped, when a
Hind asked me for a pais, the passage fee. 1 ob-
served, T was a HA4ji, and had no pais, but he in-
sisted T should give one. T had none, and rose as
if to leave the boat, when he desired me to sit, and
I passed over to Rohri. - i

"On a rocky island opposite to this town is the
fortress of Bakkar, once held by the Dirdnis, at
this time subject to Mir Sobrdb. Notwithstanding
its imposing appearance, with its large extent
of wall, and its indented battlements, it is of no

 consequence as a defensive erection in modern war-
fare, being entirely commanded by the heights and
detached hills on either bank of the river, at Sakkur
and at Rohri. There are a multitude of Mahome-
dan tombs and shrines in this neighbourhood, many
of them splendidly covered with painted tiles. One,
eminently superb, stands on a small islet between
the town of Rohri and the larger island of Bakkar.
The effect of the landscape is wonderfully increased
by the beautiful stream, and the immense groves of
date-trees, which fringe its banks. Every traveller
will be delighted with the scenery of this favoured
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e sjpo't, ‘and its attractions allured me to linger-. in it
two days, and to leave it with regret. .

The town of Rohri is seated on the bank of the
river, immediately opposite to Bakkar, and the
houses have an antique and venerable appearance
. in the distance. The interior of the town is com-
paratively mean, and the bazar, while well enough
~ supplied with provisions, is very rudely composed.
There is a peculiar rupee current here, and certain
weights are in use, superior to the ordinary ones of
Sind.. Rohri is an ancient site, no doubt succeeding
Alor, the capital of Upper Sind at the period of the
Médhomedan invasion, and whose remains are still
known and pointed out near it. '

From Rohri the road leads through a wilderness
of date-groves and gardens for above three miles,
when, a little open country passed, T reached the
- small and pleasant village of Bah, and thence an-
other six miles brought me to Khairpr. This place,
originally a cantonment, has gradually increased in
importance, until it has become the ecapital and
residence of Mir Sohrab, the chief, or, as he is called,
the Mir of Upper Sind. Tt appears, on approaching
it, a vast assemblage of trees, none of the houses
being observable, and consists, in fact, of houses
and huts intermingled with groves and gardens in
a remarkably confused manner. The bazars abound
with foreign and native produce, and British manu-
factures are freely met with. The commerce of
the place is extensive, and the Hindis are wont

L,



%\\ i LR el @L
\L\W %64 DIVISION OF OOUNTRY. | i

to remark, that if the town were seated on the viver
gold might be gathered by handfuls. In the very
centre of the bazars is the palace of Mir Sohrdb.
It oceupies a large space, and is surrounded with cas~
tellated walls. From the exterior the only promi-
nent object is the cupola of the musjit, decorated
with green and yellow painted tiles. Khairpir is
a filthy place, and is esteemed unhealthy; which,
looking at the stagnant marshes around it, and the
extreme heat, need not be wondered at. The
saine causes, however, impart a beautiful verdure
to its groves of mangoe, mimosa, and other trees.
The water drank by the inhabitants has alike & bad
repute ; but the Mir has a well within his walls,
so much esteerned, that his relatives at Haidarabad
are frequently supplied from it. Mir Sohrab’s ter-
ritory extends southernly for a considerable distance,
or forty cosses; and on the western side of the
Indus he has a slip of land of about twenty cosses,
He also has a third share of the revenue of Shikar-
pfir. He has given portions of his country to his
song, the eldest Mir Ristam, the second Mir Mo-
barak. Mir Sohrdb is very old and infirm; and
unpopular, from his tyranny and oppression. His
son, Mir Ristam, although dissipated, is less disliked.
Related to the Mirs of Haidarabdd, he consults
with them on matters of general and foreign policy,
but they do not interfere in the administration of
his country. His minister is Fati Mahomed Ghori,

an aged and avaricious man.



Q.

mTRODUCTION 0 GHULAM RABDL Kum 365

“When at Kha-lrpur pa:ssmg by the house of Fati
Mﬁhamed ‘at the eastern extremity of the town,
| -my appearance, certainly singular enough, induced
a party of men occupying a kind of shed, to make
| themselves more merry at my expense than I was
pleased with, and I spoke sharply to them. I did
not comprehend all they said, but knew that they
called me a madman, as perhaps they supposed me
to be. T was strolling in an adjacent mimosa grove,
when one of the party accosted me and asked whe-
ther I was not & Feringhi. 1 said yes, and he in-
. vited me to return with him, as a mistake had
L oecurred. e explained to me, that his master was
. Ghalam Rastl Khan, a Daoudpitra, and vakil, or
envoy, from Babawalpir. We went back together;
and the vakil was told I was not a madman but
& Feringhi ; on which he apologized, and I observed
~ that it was possible I might be both. While we
were conversing, one (il Méahomed, a companion
in my journey from Quetta to Shikéarptr, whose
business had led him to Khairpir, came to eall
upon Fati Mahomed. He was profuse in expres-
gions of joy at seeing me again, and entered into
such exaggerated details of my consequence, us' to
make a deep impression on the mind of the Bahi-
~ walpir envoy, who would not be satisfied unless I
corsented to stay with him, while he informed: e
that he expected his dismissal in a few days, when
he would conduct me to his village near the Sivd

_ frontier, and provide me with clothing and oth -
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necessaries, Ghiilim Rastl had been deputed to
treat for the restoration of Kot Babzal, now the
frontier town of Upper Sind, but which had been
wrested from Bah@walptr during the rule of Sadat
Khén, father of the present khén. The plea of
original right was set up by Mir Sohrdb, and Ghd-
Jam Rastl, T presume, was entrusted with the com-
mission of establishing the claims of Bahawalpir

QL

rather from the circumstance of his local knowledge,

as he resided within twenty cosses from Kot Sabaal,
than from his high condition or diplomatic ability.
He was, nevertheless, & Déoudpiitra, of the same
tribe ss his prince, held a small jighir, and as re-
spectable as khéns in Bahiwalpir gencrally are.

He was scarcely above twenty years age, but very
creditably corpulent, whether from natural biasg or
from indolence and good-nature. His attendants were
about twelve in number, and & more supine or dirty
sot of men could not be imagined. Most of them
were Sniyads, and besides eating their meals and
smoking tobacco, did little but drink bang and intoxi-
cate themselves. They were called soldiers, yet there
were but two erazy matchlocks amongst the whole
of them: and one of these was sold when I was
with them. Ghalam Rasil was, however, as correet
in conduct as mild and unoffensive in manner, and,
as a mark of his station in life, one of his filthy
attendants was his faleoner. The vakil was the
only one of the party even tolerably clad, in white
raiments, and he appeared to have only the suit he
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wore, for when it was necessary to wash it he was
obliged to sit wrapt up in a kamlah. His people
endeavoured to convince me that he was a great
man at home, and prayed me not to estimate him
by his appearance abroad. :

. The party, being gunests of Fati Méhomed, the
minister of Mir Rastam Khan, were provided with
their meals from his kitchen; but they were so
seautily supplied that I was glad an acquaintance
I chanced to make relieved me from the neces-
gity of trespassing upon them in this particular.
Miilla Hafiz, in charge of Fati Méahomed’s masjit,
became friendly with me, and brought me daily
my food in his brass vessels, although it gave him
the trouble of scouring them after I had used
them.

I had remained above a month at Khairpir;
anq‘, seeing no indication of movement on the
part of Ghblim RasGl, determined to proceed
without him. He was sorry [ should go; but I
was in so sad a plight as to clothing that 1 was
compelled to go somewhere, under the hope of
being better equipped. I therefore took leave of
him one evening, when seven of his retinue were
lying in so coufirmed a state of stupefaction from
their daily potations that they could not be aroused
to receive my adieus.

I reached a small village, where I passed the
night; and the next day, halting a while at Béh,
again entered Rohri, where I learned as much as

gt
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1 could of the road I had to traverse, and acquired
the names of the villeges I should meet with.
Conscious of my singular appearance, T felt
ashamed to confess myself to be a Feringhi, and
resolved, when accosted by any ome, if asked
whether I was a Patdn, or this, or that, to say
yes; and, if asked directly who I was, to reply
that T was & Mogal, as 1 had discovered that ap-
pellation was vaguely applied, and might be as
gumed by any one with a fair complexion. |
I made a small march from Rolri, and the next
day reached Dbar, a hamlet with a rivalet flow-
ing near it; there was an ancient masjit, and twe
or three Hindd shops. The jangal had become
very close, and abounded with wild hogs, though
adjoining the hamlet there was much pasture land.
Diibar was eight cosses from Rohri. I there in-
quired the road to Saltanpir, which, I was told,
was fourteen cosses distant. The roads in this
part of Sind are nothing but foot-paths, and are
go continually crossed and recrossed by others that
it is next to impossible for a stranger to know the
one he ought to follow. T was continually losing
my way, and, although I never failed to reach
gome village, and to be well received, it was five
or six days before I found myself at Sdaltinpir.
The country was covered with the most intricate
jangal, affording, however, subsistence in its grass
to numerons herds of buffaloes. SGltanphr was a
large straggling village, surrounded with much eul-
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tivated land; while fine groves of trees, mimosas,
bérs, and pipals, were interspersed amongst the
houses, and adorned the environs. The bazar was
small, but neat, and abundantly supplied. I re-
paired to the prineipal masjit, placed on a mound,
and  seating myself with my back to the wall,
extended my feet towards the west, or in the di-
reetion of the kabla. A saiyad rebuked me for
so doing, and the officiating milla asked him why
it was improper, as I was not sleeping, but sitting.
The saiyad explained, and related a tale of some
unfortunate person, whose feet were nailed to the
ground for placing them in a position like mine.
Another individual, on my observing that I was
going home, asked whether to the Feringhi coun-
try? T said that I was a Mogal, and he made ne
farther remark. T passed the night at Siltinpir;
and the saiyad who had taught me to be careful
as to mv feet, living in the apartments belonging
to the masjit, furnished me with an ample supper.

I had now to inquire for Mattéli, said to be
eight cosses from Sdltinplir, and was two or three
days before 1 found my way to it, being con-
stantly straying from the road, yet invariably well
treated at the villages I accidentally fell in with.
Throughout this part of the country the jangal
is burned when new lands are to be brought under
enltivation; and now on every side were seen
hoge columns of ascending smoke. Mattéli is a
small town, seated on an eminence, at the foot
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of which was a large expanse of water. In the
neighbourhood are groves of enormous pipal trees.
Its site and the character of its scenery is attrac-
tive, while its houses have a picturesque and ancient,
aspect. The bazar contains many Hindd shops,
and the banyas have a darramséla. That the local-
ity has pretensions to antiquity, is shown by nume-
rous remains of former buildings. ~ From the summit
of the mound a most extensive view is obtained of
the surrounding country, presenting an immense
mass of dense jangal, the positions of the several
villages being marked by the clumps of taller trees,
towering above the ordinary level. My next stage
was Mirpiir, ten cosses distant, and it was pointed
out to me by the inhabitants. |

I took up my quarters at the magjit, and found
there an aged but respectable-looking man, like
myself, a masafar, or stranger, who called himself
a saiyad. At the period of the fourth prayers
he was asked to join in them, but declined, affirm=
ing that he did not know the characters of the
people, or of the miilla, behind whom he should
stand. These reasons were admitted ; not that they
were good, but from courtesy. 1 was not asked
to pray, as it was said I was a faquir, and faquirs
are allowed to be graceless. We were afterwards
joined by another masifar, also a well-dressed
old man, wbo gave out that he was a mir, and
going to Mtltin. Connected with the masjit were
apartments, one inhabited by the person appointed
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to take charge of the building, and others for the
use of travellers and strangers. In one of them
we were seated, the péshkidmat, or servitor of the
masjit making an excellent five ; and the interval
between the fourth and fifth, or last prayers, was
spent in much amusing conversation.

It must be conceded, that three impostors were
this night ‘trespassing on the charity of the good
people of Mattéli. The silver-haired sinner, who
avowed himself a saiyad, was no more one than
I was; the man of Mdltin was too ignorant to
be considered a mir; and certainly I had as litsle
pretensions to be thought a Patin fiaquir. Our
saiyad, however, talked most, and in the Hindis=
stini dialect, better, perhaps, understood by my-
self than by his other auditors. He repeated some
most egregious falsehoods, and gave an account
of his travels in a country beyond Thibet, where,
beggars were fed on golden plates. He then, with
reference to me, descanted on faquirs, and deseribed
the several classes; to a class never possessing
wealth, he, naturally enough, referred me. The
péshkidmat was lost in wonder at these narra-

tions,  and often exclaimed on the singularity of
~having three persons from countries so distant
assembled together, and seemed to be very proud
of being honoured with their company. The saiyad,
who, of course, came from no ordinary place, as-
serted that he was from a country beyond Chin,
or China. His language betrayed him, and his
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frequent mention of Delhi satisfied me as to where
be helonged. b
‘When the fifth prayers were conc!udpd and good
Miissulmans take their supper, we, the strangers,
were thought of; and the péshkidmat, to whose
duty the office belongs, brought in plenty of bread
and sfgh, or vegetables boiled with roghan, and
seasoned-—a very general accompaniment to bread
in Sind-—the vegetables being spinach, or méti,
(fenugreek.) My companions, to support their
quality, and, perhaps, expecting something better,
pretended to be unable to sup unless on meat ;
and the bread and sigh was given to me, and 1
made a very good meal of it. Nothing more costly
was produced, and the saiyad and mir were finally
obliged to put up with bread alone, complaining
loudly of the inhospitality of the people of Mattéli.

872 'MASJIT FARE.

When they departed in the morning one of the

villagers observed, that the saiyad was a kimia-ghar,
or alchemist; and my having been satisfied with
sdgh was so well taken, that breakfast was brought
for me before 1 left.

On the road to Mirptr T could find my way no
better than before; and on one occasion falling
in with a stream of water, which I could not eross,
I was entirely put out of the direction, and after
much wandering; found a person who put me into
the road for Pitah Sheher. It was evening when
I arrived, and I was shown to the masjit, where
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it scemed that visitors were rare, therefore my
reception was the more cordial. :
Many people assembled at prayers, and I was
asked to join, but I replied, that I had not fit
clothes, The remark was made, that it was a
pity a Miissulman should be prevented from saying
his prayers for want of clothes, After praycrs, the
company partook of a common repast in the masjit,
and 1 understood it was the usual practice. The
miilla was a portly and superior person; he spoke
to me in Persian, as I said T was a Mogal. One
of his scholars, reading the Koran, surmised that
I was a Feringhi, but his suspicion did not com-
municate to the rvest, or they were indifferent.
AlGa, or a preparation of flour, roghan, and sugar,
had been provided for the party, and I need not
add, that the malla was careful to regale me. Pitah
Sheher was a large bazar village, and the vicinity
more open than the rest of the country I had
seen, and extensively eultivated. The inhabitants
appeared respectable, and in easy circumstances.
Besides grain, I had occasionally observed eotton-
fields on my route, but here were many plots of
 sugar-cane. MirpGr was still four cosses distant,
and the interval I found wholly occupied by vil-
lages and cultivation. My postin was so oddly
considered, and drew upon me so much atten-
tion, that I was detained at every village I came
to. At one, a person accosted me as a Haji;

G
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and, as 1 did not demy the character, he invited
me to his house. He was himself, as he told
me, a fiquir, but a wealthy one, as he possessed
land, and was master of thirty cows. I stayed
with him two days; and on parting he pre-
sented me with a stick to keep off dogs, which
are numerous and fierce in all the villages. 1
had never been annoyed by these animals; but
now that I had a stick in my hand, was twice
bitten in the leg at the first village I came to;
I therefore threw aside the unlucky weapon.

I next reached Mirpir, a considerable town, with
a mud fortlet, and an abundance of gardens, par-
ticularly well stocked with mango and plantain-
trees; around spread a most laxuriant enltivation
of sugar-cane. | merely passed through this town,
inquiring the road to Khairpir, four cosses distant.
The jangal had now become drier, and there were
many cotton-fields. As I travelled from village to
village I always experienced the same good treat-
ment, though 1 could not avoid being noticed.
At one, a man asked me if I was a robber, not
exactly meaning what he said, and I replied, that
he was one himself. A female standing by, invited
me to her house, and when there told me to sit
down while she prepared some bread and broiled
fish for me. She was the handsomest woman I
had seen in Sind, and very smartly attived. The
women of Sind dress gaily, in bodices worked over
with variously coloured silks in many patterns, into
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which they frequently insert pieces of looking-
glass. My pretty hostess wore a red silk bod-
ice, tastefully decorated in this manner, which
set off her fine form to great advantage. So
agreeable a companion detained me the greater
part of the day, although I was not econversant
enough with the country dialect to hold much
profitable conversation, yet I understood that she
had desires unaccomplished, and that she languish-
ed to become a mother. T moved on to another
village and passed the might, and started in the
morning at break of day. I soon came to a ham-
let, where the people would insist upon my stay-
ing and taking wat with them. This wat is made
of wheat boiled in milk, and seasoned with salt
or sugar, and is the ndster, or morning meal, of
the pessantry in Sind, eaten as soon as they rige.
Someysixteen or seventeen brass basins of this pre-
paration were set before e, besides two or three
bowls of buttermilk, every house in the hamlet
having furnished one. 1 laughed, 28 did the vil-
lagers, and to avoid offending, sipped a little from
each, and, commending their hospitality, departed.
. I next encountered two men, of mistrustful aspeet,
who seemed to hesitate whether they should in-
terrupt me or not. At length one of them said
to the other, There is no telling how such people
are inspired ; and returning, for they had passed
me, they eraved my blessing. I gave it in due
form, and breathed on them, when they went

SOME QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS. -3'-75@L
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satisfied away. T also met a fiquir, who asked
where 1 came from. I said Kéandahar, and he
observed, why tell an untruth? 1 returned some
carcless answer, and he left me. ;
Khairpar I found to be a good sized bazar
town, and, like Mirpir, encireled by numerous
gardens, and richly cultivated lands. Sabzal Kot
was mnow ten cosse§ distant. The intervening
space showed more jangal and fewer villages,
while there was more pasture and marshes. ‘When
X reached Sabzal Kot, observing it to be a walled
town, I entered by one gate, and walking through
the bazar, went out by the other. T understood
that the town had declined in consequence; still
it exhibited some activity in its trade. Being a
frontier town, there is a small garrison, and three
guns are mounted on the ramparts. Without the
town walls was a small castle, in which resided
Pir Baksh, the governor. My object now was
to gain Fazilpar, the gharri, or castle, in charge
of my former Bahdwalpiir friend, Réhmat Khén ;
and I hoped, that if fortunate enough to find him
there, I should be able to remedy my want of
clothing. I learned that I had yet six cosses to
travel. '
On the road, which led through.a thick jangal,
I met two women, of whom 1 asked if T was on
the right path, and they told me they were going
my way. I accompanied them, and as we walk-
ed along they invited me to come to their
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village. = Before we reached it my fair friends
began to suspect they might be taxed with hay-
ing brought a strange man home with them, and
goming to & path diverging from the road, they
desired me to follow it, as it led to Fazilpar. 1
was simple enough to follow their directions;, and
after a long journey, found that the path termi-
nated in the jangal, and that the women had pur-
posely sent me astray to get rid of me. I had
nothing to do but to retrace my steps, or to strike
at once into the jangal, towards the point in which
I supposed Fazilpir to lie, and though it was even-
ing I took the latter course, and it was night be-
fore I came to a village, where was a neat com-
paet masjit, in which I was accommodated; and
though the hour was unseasonable, I was provided
by the milla with a good supper. Fazilpar was
only .distant two cosses, therefore I was in no
haste to depart the next day, and did not leave
until the afternoon. When I descried the lofty
towers of the castle some misgivings naturally
arose in my mind, and I thought on the chances
of meeting my Rohilla friend, and of the awk-
ward trim in which I should appear before him.
However, the time did not admit of seruples be-
ing entertained, and T walked up to the gate,
where [ fonnd Riahmat Khin sitting on a takht,
or mud sofa, with a circle of his dependents
around him. He immediatly recognized me, rose
and embraced me, and in the society of old ac-



PEASANTRY OF NORTHERN SIND.

quaintance 1 spent: a happy evening, relating
where T had been, and what T had seen, with
the many adventures which had befallen me.

In this journey through northern Sind, T ecould
not avoid being impressed with favourable opi-
nions of the peasantry. Everywhere they seemed
to be a contented, orderly, and hospitable race.
Their fertile and productive soil afforded them,
at slight labour, the simple necessaries of life in
abundance ; and notwithstanding they eomplained
of an oppressive government, their condition was
very respectable. Their villages were composed of
mud houses, and huts of reeds, but the climate
required no more substantial structures. The mas-
jits were in all of them the bettor buildings,
and were well tended, the people being, while
simple in manners, equally devout as Méssul-
méns. Each of them was provided with a milla,
and other attendants; and at this time of the
year, it being their winter season, warm water
was prepared for the ablutions of those who at-
tended prayers. On the other hand, the admi-
nistration of the country was very defective, and
the ill-paid hirelings of the chiefs scattered over
it practised every kind of petty extortion and
insult ; not perhaps that they were authorized to
do so, but because they were not looked after.
The Hindis, who, as in the neighbouring eoun.
tries, carry on, nearly exclusively, the trade, led a
far from enviable life, unless, indeed. their gains
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compensated for the contumely with which they
were treated, for throughout Sind a Hindi can-
not pass from one village to another without
paying o foe to some Méhomedan for his pro-
tection. Saiyads are held in the greatest vene-
ration, and many of them lead most licentious
lives. It is often remarked, that a saiyad may
commit any crime with impunity. The higher fa-
milies amongst them, however, preserve so invio-
late the sanctity of their houses that they will
not allow them to be entered by their neigh-
bonurs, or by any who are not, like themselves,
reputed to be descendants of the Prophet. Sind
also swarms with pirs, or spiritual guides of the
higher class ; and as they, in common with saiyads
and fiqfirs, enjoy grants of land, and frequently
whole villages, much of the revenue of the country
is diverted to their support. The number of resident
fiquirs subsisting upon the charity of the commu-
nity is also very remarkable in Sind; no village is
withont them, and in towns they abound. Their
residences, generally huts or sheds, are distin-
guished by a lofty pole, surmounted by a flag,
and secured with ropes, in the manner of a flag-
staf. There are kept chillams for the smoking
of tobaceo, and chirs, and utensils for the pre-
paration of bang. Several fiquirs usually dwell
together, and have charge of the tomb of some
eminent predecessor, or saiyad. They invoke
Imém Hussén as their patron saint, and their
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tal:fas are the rendegvous of the lax and dissi~
pated, who, unfortunately, are so numerous that
they would excite a contemptible idea of the state
of manners and society, did not.one revert to the
sober demeanour of the agricultural population. < '

-



881

CHAPTER XVIII.

Improvement in my affairs, ~— Fzilpir Gharri.—Inundationg.—

Their increase, — Reasons of— Wish to leave. — Objections, —
Nautch girl.—Departure.—Chiita Ahmedpir.—Kézi's greeting,
— Costume. — Pase for a Mogal. ~— Peasantry. — Rémazin, —
Féqiir.—Noshdra, — Sltanpir. — Machi, — Agrecable Even.-
ing, — Reasonable entertainment.— Mistaken for a Pir Zida.—
Town with Hindd pagoda,—Country. — Khinpar,—Indigo,—
Expanse of water. — Salém Khén, — Channi Khin-di-Got, —
Ramkalli, — Mogal-di-Sheher, ~— The two Uches.— Ancient re~
mains. — Bieges of Uch.— Gérra river. — Canal.—Pir Jeldlpr.
—Sijah Kot.—Change in aspect of country.—Bazars, &e. of
Stjah Kot.—Mltin.—Citadel.— Commerce and manufactures,
«—Ruins, — Tombs, ~ Shrine of Shams Tabrézi.—Tradition.—
Gardens and fruits.— Population.— Attacks by Ranjit Singh.—
Capture and assault.-—Consequences,—Sohand Mall.— Adminis-
tration, — Departure from Mltin. — Masjit. — Encounter. ——
Wells. - Danger of road. — Seek shelter from rain, — Queer
companion. — Familiar hostess, - Disagreeable company. — In
risk of being misled. — Error discovered.—Custom of peasantry,
= Idle menaces, — Reflection, — Beautiful river scenery. —
Kamilia. — Scene of Alexander’s exploits. — Conjectures on
Kamélia, — The Ptolemsan march.—Saiyad-wéla.— Luxuriant
country. - Bér-trees.—Nkot, — Niazpfir.—Respectable Sikhs.
—Fine view of the Ravi valley.—Noh Kot.—Arrival at Lahore,
-— General Allard, — Bplendour of his establishments, — His
subsequent decease, '

-I'was soon enabled to exchange my old garments
for new ones, and the ground, as a place of rest
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at night, for a khat, with becoming coverlets, the

luxury of which I had not known for many months,

Rahmat Khan was very anxious to improve my

lean condition, and as he was somewhat of an.

epicure, it would have been my own fanlt had 1
not benefited by the good things from his kitchen.
Féazilptr, though originally a very substantially-
constructed gharri, of kiln-burnt bricks, is falling
into decay ; and the khén of Bah&walptr abandoned
a project for repairing it on the score of expense,
oven after materials had been brought to it for the
purpose. It is said, that there was formerly a con-

giderable town here,—of which the present gharri

may be a memorial,—and that the wells belonging
to it. three hundred and sixty in number, are yet
to be seen in the jangals. 1t is certain that brick
wells occur; and it is not improbable that the
country we now behold covered with swamps and
jangals was once free from them, and smiling with
cultivation.

Fast of Fazilpar is, in all seasons, a large de-
posit of water, and during the periodical inunda-
tions of the Indus it becomes, with its dependent
small hamlet, isolated. These inundations have
sensibly increased latterly in this quarter; and I was

told that at certain times the country is so com-

pletely under water that the communication with
Khanplr is, or might be, carried on with boats.
Khéanpir from the bank of the Indus is fifty-seven
cosses. On the western bank of the river, in the

-~
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parallel of Ladkhina, theve has, in like manner,
been a manifest increase in the inundations. The
tract, assigned in jaghir to the great Chindi tribe,
bad been so unproductive from a deficiency of
water that the inhabitants were distressed, and
complained.  Recently, however, the inundations
have extended to it, and it is confessed that the
cause for complaint has been removed. It may not
be mecessary to suppose a general increase in the
water of the river, as the changes; of course, to which
it is constantly liable, will aceount for these partial
variations in the quantity of water discharged upon
particular localities, whether they be due to the
resumption of forsaken channels, or to the forma-
tion of new ones.

“About a month passed with my good friends at
Fazilpir had so entirely set me up, that [ grew
impatient, to prosecute my journey to Lahore, com-
puted to be two hundred and forty cosses distant.
Rahmat Khin was urgent that I should await the
return of a party he had despatched to Déra Ghizi
Khén, with a barit, or order for money, on the au-
thorities there, being ashamed, as he said, that 1
. should leave him without money in my pocket. I
protested both against the necessity for intruding on
his bounty in such mauner, and against the delay
which the uncertain arrival of his messengers might
occasion. I have elsewhere mentioned that Rih-

mat Khin was straitened in his means, and that

- hig expenses greatly exceeded bis inecome, Chance
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now put him in possession of a few rupees; and
I might have been allowed to depart had not a
nautch girl appeared in the neighbourhood, and the
killadir could not resist the temptation of the
. amusement afforded by the exhibition of her talents.
She was accordingly sent for to Fazilpir, and the
diversions of an evening emptied his purse. Two
or three days afterwards he contrived to proeure
four rupees from the HindGs of the hamlet, I
only consented to receive two of them; and taking
farewell of him and his companions, with the regret
we experience when parting with friends, T made
for Chiita Ahmedp(r, distant five cosses. = Réhmat
Khén had given me a guide, and a letter to his
_party stationed at Bara Ahmedptr, though I told
him I should not revisit that place, having no desire
to encounter again either the Bakhshi or the ague,
We arrived in the evening at Chlta Ahmedpar,
two villages amid the jangal having been passed
on the road. 1 was led to the house of the killadér
who was a native of India, and commander of the
regiment quartered there. He civilly reeeived me}
and I found sitting with him the dancing-girl who
had figured at Fazilpir. She asked if I had been
pleased with her display, and I said I had been
delighted. The kdzi of the town hearing of my
arrival, sent to pray I would visit him. I went, and
found a very corpulent old gentleman, seated on
a chahérpahi, on which he bade me also sit. 1 was
searcely in position, when he remarked to the people

384 CHUTA AHMEDPUR.
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about him, that I was a Kafr; apon which T arose and
asked, if he had called me to insult me. = He assured
me to the contrary ; but not choosing to be refuted,
repeated, in confirmation of his dictum, a verse from
the Kordn. 1 did not oppose such grave authority; .
and, after conversing some time, we all parted very
amicably ; for notwithstanding his convietion that
I was an infidel, T found that he did not intend to
give offence; and he lamented that the killaddr had
anticipated him in the gratification of making me
the evening's guest.

In the morning my guide returned to Fazilpar,
and T proceeded alone towards Noshéra, twelve
cosses distant. T was now decently clad in white
cotton raiments, made in the Rohilla fashion, had
a white torban on my head, and a kammar-band

. avound my waist, while T carried a double chaddar,
or sheet, over my shoulders, which served to cover
me at night. I felt that T had every right to eall
myself a Mogal, which did not seem to be doubted ;
and I moreover discovered that I was treated res
spectfully both on that account, and that my clothes
were new and finer in texture than those worn by
the peasantry. Every person I met inquired who
1 was, and where I was going; and my hands were
often examined, when coneluding they had not
been employed in laborious toil, it would be affirm~
ed that T was “mallik,” or of quality. At one
village a Hindii placed himself under my charge,
and avoided the payment of a fee for his protection.
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Tt was casy fo see that the peasantry were an in-
offensive people, and I was pleased to observe that
they were unoppressed, like their brethren in Sind,
with the presence of disorderly fiquirs, and of
shoals of rapacions government officers. A general
feeling of security and content prevailed, in which
the stranger participates, and he moves cheerfully
forward, conscious that he is roving in a well-re-
gulated land. It was also gratifying to hear the
inhabitants speak affectionately of their ruler, al-
though as pious Missulmans they lamented his
dependence upon the Sikhs.

It was now the month of Rédmazén, the great
Mshomedan fast, which was rigidly observed. I
was, however, guilty of nonconformity, justifying
myself on the grounds that I was travelling, and
wonld atone when I reached the end of my journey.
Such excuses were usually admitted ; but sometimes
it would be remarked, that Mogals and Paténs were
irreligious. Omn one oceasion, when I had gone to
a house to procure breakfast, an itinerant faquir,
resting himself, was lavish in the epithet of Kéfr,
and asserted that no Patan ever kept fast or re-
peated prayers. In spite of his denunciations the
people prepared bread for me. It was only in the
morning that I had to encounter seruples of this
nature, as in the evening meals are prepared as at
other times. ‘

Noshira was a small bazar town, situated on an
eminence, with a deep ravine on the east. It had
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a very large house, the residence of the kirddr, or
administrator of the khin. Numerous villages had
oceurred between it and Ahmedpir, and the jangal

S

abounded with grass, becoming as I advanced more -

sandy. Beyond Noshdra, I had beard at Fazilpar,
that there was more or less danger for six or seven
cosses, and it was confirmed to me now, but as I had
still two or three hours of day light I determined
to proceed, although cautioned not to go alone by
people in huts on the opposite side of the ravine
just noted. The road was good, and a little after
sunset I veached the village of Sdltanpar, where
I inquired for the méchis, or dhai’s house, which
was pointed out to me. It proved to be a respect-
able dwelling, and 1 was very politely welcomed.
The master provided me with a chahérpahi, and
brought the chillam, entering freely into conver-
sation. The females were occupied in their do-
mestic offices: and amongst them was a most en-
gaging young girl, of sixteen or seventeen years
of age—already, I found, a mother. After a boun-
tifal repast we all retired into another apartment,
where we formed a circle around a blazing fires
and passed a comfortable evening in discoursing on
all kinds of topies. My host, as I told him T was
from Herat, inquired when Kamrin would come
and chastise the Sikhs, and I replied, in due time.
This question I had often put to me; and I dis-
covered there was a current belief that the prince

of Herat was to be the avenger of Islim. The
2¢ 2
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beautiful young wife had her place by the fire-side,
unconscious, perhaps, of her charms, or the admira-
tion she was caleulated to excite; and I could not
help recalling to memory, as I ventured to look
towards her, Dryden’s lines— |

A _‘blcoming eastern bride
In flower of youth and beauty's pride.

In this apartment the family also slept; and 80
simple were their manners, or so little ceremony
was observed with me, that my chahidrpdhi was
introduced and placed amongst them. In the
morning, when I bade all of them farewell, T had
only to pay four pais for my entertainment; fo
which I added, as & present, two pais to purchase
linna, to colour my host’s beard, observing that he
dyed it of a red colour. He was quite delighted,
and made me promise to visit him again when T
returned, as I had informed him it was probable
I should. T here was again informed that the
road was dangerous, and therefore when T had
gained it, it being little distant from the village,
I sat beneath a tree in the hope that company
would pass. As none came I grew impatient, and
went on alone. I at length reached a hamlet, con-
sisting of four or five peasants’ houses and a magjit,
contiguous to the roadside, with a well. The woren
came and embraced my feet, supposing me to be a
pirzada who had some time before honoured them
with his presence. I strove, in vain, to disabuse
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tham, and they regaled me with a repast of bread,

- buiter, and buttermilk. A young Albino boy was

shown me, as being of my colour ; and one of the
- good wives asked me when her son, who had gone
on pilgrimage, would return. |

. From this hamlet I arrived at a small, but better-
constructed town, the houses being built with kiln-
burnt bricks. It was gaid to be midway between
Chita Ahmedpir and Khanpir, or twenty cosses
from each. Tt was remarkable for having a Hiunda

| pagoda near it. Hence to Khinptr I passed on

with the same facility, always well received, and
generally not permitted to pay for my entertain
ment. The country was throughout populous, and

the land near the villages well irrigated and culti-

vated. The desert of Jessalmir to the south fre-
quently impinged on the line of road; and as the
soil was drier the jangal was in consequence very
ajlghlt, and the trees and shrubs of diminutive
‘growth. Around Khanpir villages were very nu.
merous, the face of the country open, and the
lands wholly in a state of cultivation. ' I have be-
fore observed that Khanpir is a commercial town ;
and that it has long been so seems evidenced by the
fact that one of the gates of Shikirpdr is called
the Khénpiir gate ; it is probable, indeed, that it
may have been once of greater importance, its
name signifying the Khan's City, and that it may
have declined since the ereation of DahAwalpiir.

- From Khaupir to Allahabad, a distance of twenty



cosses, there ig light jangal with a sandy soil; good
villages constantly occur, and the inhabitants use,
generally, bread made of rice-flour. In this part
of the country indigo is largely prepared, and 1
often passed the cemented vats and tanks used in
its manufacture. 1 apprehend the article is not
costly, but being cheap and plentiful, it supplies
principally the markets of the countries beyond the
Indus, and is even carried to Bokhdra. I did not
exactly follow the high road, but skirted a large
expanse of water to the north of it nearly the
whole way ; its surface was covered with wild fowl,
and fish were canght in vast numbers in it, while
there were excellent pastures near the margin. T
‘understood that in course of time the water would
disappear, whence I inferred that it was but the
residue of inundations from the Panjab rivers.

On arrival at Allahabad I paid my respects to
my former and esteemed friend, Salam Khan,
and rémained two days under his hospitable roof.
He was kind and obliging as before, and I might
have stayed a longer time with him withont in-
truding, but T deemed it right not to indulge too
much on the road, now that I was hearty and able
to make my way without inconvenience.

I therefore proceeded towards Uch, distant four-
teen or fifteen cosses, traversing the central por«
tion of the Khin of Bahdwalpir's territory. Be-
yond a small rivalet, which defines on the east
the plain of Allahabad, a transit of four cosses,
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through a dry, sandy, tamarisk jangal, brought me
to the small, but apparently commereial town of
Channi Khan-di-Got, and thence other four or five
cosses conducted me to Ramkalli, where I passed
the night at the méchi’s house. This was evi-
dently an old site. There are the remains of large
kiln-burnt brick buildings, and the vestiges of
an extensive mud fortress. The latter is said to
have been destroyed by the great Bahdwal Khan,
grandfather of the present ruler. Tradition affirms
the antiquity, and the former opulence of Ram-
kalli; now it may have about a dozen inhabited
hogses, with a solitary HindG shop. The locality
is very agrecable, and embellished with straggling
evidences of its old date-groves.
. From Ramkalli, three cosses led me to the towns
of Uch, embosomed in an immense assemblage of
date-groves. Immediately preceding them was a
hsmaﬂ hamlet, called Moga.l-di—Sheher, or the Mogal
City, worthy of note, a3 corroborating the testi-
mony of Ferishta, that a colony of Mogals, having
been chased from many places in Sind, were anci-
ently permitted to settle here.

There are now two Uches contiguously seated.
The eastern one is small, but contains a eelebrated
zidrat, a large, handsome, and old Mahomedan struc-
ture; to which many pilgrims repair. The western

| Ueh is called Pir-ka-Uch, (the pirs Uech,) its re-
venue being enjoyed by a Pir Nassiradin, who re-
sides there, and is acknowledged to be an un-

q
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doubted descendant of one of the twelve TmAms.
There are now mno walls to this town, but the
ruinous gates are standing. The bazar is covered
over, but uncouthly, with rafters and matting, to
exclude the heat. It iz extensive, and woll sup-
plied; and I could not but notice the unusual
number of econfectioners’ shops. gt e Lok

In the neighbourhood of the present towns are
the most extensive ruins of the ancient cities, their
predecessors, intermingled with a prodigious quan-
tity of date-trees and venerable pipals. Many. of
the buildings are so entire that a little pains would
make them habitable. They are built of kjln-
burnt bricks, and in the best style of Indian archi-
tecture. Very many old wells are seen, some of
which are still worked. With pretensions to re-
mote antiquity, Uch flourished exceedingly under
the Mahomedan sovereigns of Tndia, and must have
been a place of great strength, as it endured several
memorable sieges. In 622 or 623 of the Hejra
the emperor Altamsh made himself master of ity
after a siege of two months and twenty days,
Twenty years afterwards, it was invested by an
army of Mogals, and at a later period it was the
vulnerable point by which Taimfir opened to his
arms the passage to India.

Leaving, with a mournful and interesting regret,
the antique remains and sacred groves of Uch, I
directed my course to the river Garra, eight cosses
from it, and crossing at a ferry, came, two or three

7 892 THE TWO UCHES.
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cosses farther on, to a large cut, or arm, iprobab]y
derived from it. T might have been perplexed as
to the mode of crossing it, but, fortunately, 1 gaw
a person, before T reached it, strip himself of his
clothing, and, placing it on his head, pass to the
opposite side. T had therefore only to imitate him,
and waded through the stream, some fifty or sixty
yards in breadth, with the water of uniform depth,
and up to my mouth, which T was compelled to
keep closed. The water was tepid, whence I in-
ferred that it was a canal I was crossing. About
a coss beyond it I reached the small town of Pir
Jelalpiar, which contains the shrine of a Missulméan
saint, a handsome building, covered with painted
and lacquered tiles, and adorned with minarets and
a cupola. The bazar was a good one, and in the
neighbourhood of the town were decayed brick
buildings, proving that the site was formerly of
importance.

- From Pir Jelalpar, a distance of eighteen cosses
brought me to Sdjah Kot, the country having been
a little diversified as to character. For eight cosses
beyond Jelalpiar the jangal was sandy; it then
afforded pasture for four or five cosses, and for
the remainder of the road there was a great pro-
portion of cultivated land. The nature of the
jangal had also changed after passing the Garra
river ; the tamarisk no longer predominated, as
in the Bahiwalpir country, or was seen only in
trees of large growth, near villages, while over the
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surface of the soil it was replaced by lighter trees,
the karita, the bér, and the kikker, or dwarf mi-
Mosa. |
Stijah Kot, or Sijahbéd, is a considerable fortified
town, and its lofty battlements, irregularly built,
have a picturesque appearance. It has a very excel-
lent bazar, and is the seat of some cotton manufac-
tures, besides being famous for its turners in wood.
There is a small garrison, and a few guns are mounted
on the walls. Near it are several good gardens, parti-
cularly one bearing the name of Mozafar Khan.
The town stands in a highly enltivated tract, and for
two or three cosses to the south there were immense
ficlds of sugar-cane. The cotton-plant is also abun-
dantly grown.

¥rom Stjah Kot the road leads through an arid
jangally couutry for twenty cosses to Maltan, vil-
lages occasionally occurring. This city appears ad-
vantageously seen in the distance, but loses its
effect on our near approach to it. Tt cannot be less
than three miles in cireumference, and is walled in.
Its bazars are large, but inconveniently narrow, and,
I thought, did not exhibit that bustle or activity
which might be expected in a place of much reputed
commerce. The citadel, if not a place of extreme
strength, is one on which more attention seems to
have been bestowed than is usual, and is more regu-
lar than any fortress I have seen, not constracted by
Furopean engineers. It is well seeured by a deep
trench, neatly faced with masorry: and the defences

S
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of the gateway, which is approached by a draw-
bridge. are rather elaborate. The casualties of the
giege it endured have not been made good by the
Sikhs, consequently it has become much dilapidated
since that period. It can scarcely be said to have a
garrison, a weak party of soldiers being merely sta-
tioned as guards at the entrance. Within the citadel
are the only buildings of the city worth seeing-—the
battered palace of the late khan, and the Mého-
medan shrine of Bahawal Hak. The latter, with its
lofty gimat, or cupola, is the principal ornament
of the place.

Miiltan is said to have decreased in trade since it

fell into the hands of the Sikhs, yef its bazars con-
tinued well and reasonably supplied with all articles
of traffic and consumption. There are still nume-
rous baunkers, and manufactures of silk and cofton
roods,  Its fabrics of shawls and linghis are de-
servedly esteemed, and its brocades and tissues com-
pete with those of Bahiwalpiir. It still supplies a
portion of its fabrics to the Loh&ni merchants of
Afghfnistin, and has an extensive foreign trade with
the regions west of the Indus.

The ruins around the city spread over a large
space; and there is an amazing number of old Mis-
sulmén graves, tombs, masjits, and shrines; and
as all of them are held sacred, they would seem to
justify the popular belief that one likh, or one hun-
dred thousand saints, lie interred within the hallowed
vicinity. Many of these are substantial edifices, and
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ifi not held to estaklish the saintly pretensions of
the city, may be accepted as testimonies of its pro-
sperity, under the sway of the Mahomedan dynas-
ties of India. North of the town is the magni-
ficent and well-preserved shrine of Shams Tahrézi,
of whose memory the inhabitants are now proud,
though, if tradition be correct, their ancestors flayed
him when he was living. To this martyr's maledic~
tion is imputed the exeessive heat of Miltan, the
sun, in consequence thereof, being supposed to be
nearer the city than to any other spot in the world.
Shams, in his agony, is said to have called upon the
bright luminary to avenge him, claiming a relation-
ship, permitted by his name, which in Arabic sig-
nifies the sun. The powerful orb obligingly de-
scended from his sphere, and approached the ill-fated
city. - . 4

The gardens of MiltAn are abundant, and well
stocked with fruit-trees, as mangoes, oranges, citrons,
limes, &c. Its date-groves also yield much fruit,
and vegetables are grown in great plenty.  The
inundations of the Rivi river extend to the city,
but it is three miles distant, and has what is called
a bandar, or port, in this instance expressive of a
boat station ; whence there is communication with
the Indus, and, consequently, with the sea.

The area enclosed within the walls being com-
pactly built over, the city may be supposed to con-
tain not less than eight or nine thousand houses, or
from forty to forty-five thousand souls. At the pe-
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riod of itk capture by the Sikhs it was held by
Mozafar Khén, of the inferior branch of the Sadd
Zai, Dirani tribe, with the assumed title of nawab.
Ranjit Singh had made two unsuccessful attempts
upon it, but had been compelled to retire, after de-
vastating the country. The third time the Sikh
chief approached, Mozafar Khin was willing to
have averted destruction by aceepting the terms
proposed to him, but his followers were not consent-
ing. ' Ranjit Singh made a feint of attacking Khén-
ghar, a fortress some twenty cosses distant; into
which the deluded nawib threw the better part of
his ‘troops.  Ranjit Singh immediately counter-
marched, and invested the capital. The defence
was most obstinate, and the attack threatened: to
end, like former oneg, in failure, when an adventurer,
named Jones, in the Sikh service, took charge of the
batteries, advanced them close to the citadel, and
breached it. On the assault Mozafar Khin lost at
once his life and sovereignty ; and his daughter, ce-
lebrated for her beauty, her chastity, and her piety,
fell over a heap of Sikhs, she had herself slain, as is
asserted. A young son of Mozafar Khian was saved,
and carried to Lahore, and—now a remarkably hand-
gome youth—is in high favour with the Mahardja.
At present a Brahman, Sohand Mall, resides at
Miiltan, as governor for Ranjit Singh, with the title
of Sibahdér ; and his jurisdiction is extensive, com-
prising the southern parts of the Sikh kingdom
from the Satlej to the Indus. He has at his com-
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mand a foree of eight hundred Sikhs, under Gandar
Singh, besides the garrisons sprinkled over the coun-
trv. He is a popular ruler, and many aneedotes are
related of his liberality and indulgence, even on
matters connected with religion. The Sikh autho-
rity over the conquered provinees held by the Si-
bahdér being firmly established, the administration
is mild, owing partly, perhaps, to his personal cha-
racter, and two Sikhs are located at every village
and hamlet on the part of the government. The
peasantry make over a third of the produce of their
lands: neither do they complain.

Having stayed two or three days at Miitin, 1
took the road to Lahore, and crossed an extensive
plain, stretching from the city to the north. From
this side the city is best seen; and it clearly stands
on a mound, which while in it T was scarcely aware
of. East of the road a large mud fortress is obsery-
able in the distance, and nearer a building, to which
my curiosity led me. I found it a masjit, deserted,
but in good preservation. It being noon, to avoid
the heat, I seated myself therein, and strove, with
needle and thread, to repair some deficiency in my
garments. Thus engaged, 4 man, armed with sword
and shield, suddenly stood over me. I had not
heard him enter, and was a little taken by surprise;
however, 1 calmly gave him a Salam alikam, which he
returned, and asked what I was about. 1 replied, that
he could himself see what I was about. He then
inquired where I was going; and telling him, he
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asked it I was not afraid of the Katti. 1T said that
T was not, and he retired. I finished the Jjob I had
in hand, and after some time regained the high road.
Forty cosses from Miltan is Kot Kamélia; and
throughout the’ distance the villages are few and
wide apart; but there are many wells in the jangal,
where the cultivator or owner of cattle fixes his
abode, and where the traveller may obtain liberty to
pass the night. I was frequently entreated to await
companions, but travelled alone and escaped molest-
ation, though on one occasion I had nearly essayed
an adventure. 1 had reached a well, with a farm-
house adjoining, early in the day, and, as rain eame
on, decided to pass the night there; a Hindd be-
longing to another well, who had alike sought shelter
from the shower, having arranged with the people
to prepare bread for my supper. I said that I was
a Mogal going to Lahore, We were joined by a
shott thick-set person, of singularly queer counte-
nance, who affirmed that he was on his way from
Lahore to Mdltin. He also notified his intention
to remain the night. In a little time T was sent for
into the house, as it turned out, because the mistress
wished to see a Mogal ; and I was shown into an
apartment where the lady, a tall masculine woman,
was stretched on her bed, an old dhai, or nurse,
being also in the room. Some conversation passed
between them, with a good deal of laughing, whieh
I pretended mot to understand, and which I pre-
sumed would not have oceurred in the husband’s

QL.
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presence,  However, T left them, and aguin in the
evening was called into the house to eat my supper.
I bought some milk to eat with my bread, and
thinking of the other stranger without, sent him a
bowl of it. T was, on retiring, provided with a eha-
bérpahi, and the stranger stretched himself on the
ground beside it. In the morning, I was ahout to
start, when he said that he would accompany ne to
Lahore, but, I reminded bim that he was going to
Miiltan ; he urged that he had ehanged his mind, and
would return to Lahore. Tobserved, that he might
do as he pleased, but that he should not go with me.
He employed many arguments, but in vain; and find-
ing that I did not move, he left the enclosure. 1
allowed two or three hours to pass over, and, sups
posing 1 had fairly got rid of him, 1 also left, and
had searcely gained the road when he appeared
from behind a bush. T told him he should not
accompany me, but he still kept by my side. After
a short distance the path divided, and I was doubt-
ful which direction to take. My impressionsg led
me to follow that to the right, but the fellow per-
sisted that the one to the left was the road to Las
hore. T had great doubts, but, supposing he knew
better than I did, T took his counsel. We reached
a well, where the owner seeing my companion, asked
him why he had not gone to Mdltan, I instantly
inquired if the road was that of Lahore, and was
answered, no. I bestowed two or three curses on
the fellow for misleading me, and returned ; but he
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was not to be shaken off; and protested that the other
road was a long and dreary one, while this that he
was showing was a cheerful one, and led by wells and
villages all the way. ' On reaching the correct road
I still found myself followed by him. I did not fear
him, as he was unarmed ; and it being the custom of
the peasanfry here to go from place to place with
axes in their hands, and lop branches of trecs as
they pass along the road, to dry for fuel, there were
abundance of stout sticks strewed on all sides, from
which I selected one, and walked on without heed-
ing him. At length, satisfied that T was intangible,
ke returned, uttering idle menaces that he would be
after me, and I saw no more of him. Tt did not
suggest itself to me at the time, but I have since
eonjectured this man must have been a thag, and
bat for the owner of the well he might have gained
his ends, ' In so imminent danger may an individual
unconsciously be placed, and by so slight an accident
may he be preserved.

Before reaching Kamadlia the Ravi river is cross-
ed at a ferry ; and I was directed slong a path im-
mediately tracing iis bank for some distance, which
was very agreeable. The margins of the stream
are fringed with groves of date-trees, in which nu-
merous wells are found, shaded by pipals. The
opposite bank being embeilished in like manner,
the scenery up and down the river is fine and at-
tractive. A tract of low sand hills and scanty
jangal precedes Kamdlia, a small town with bazar,
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