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A U T H O R ’ S P R E F A C E .

A lexis P etrovitsh Jermalof, Military Governor of 
Georgia, General of Infantry in the Russian Imperial Ser­
vice, &c., &c., conceived the project of sending an expedition 
to the Eastern Coast of the Caspian Sea, in order to establish 
friendly relations with the nomadic Turcomans inhabiting 

that district.

His desire was also to found a harbour on the same 
jcaast, where Russian merchantmen could find a safe anchor­
age, and land their cargoes in security : the harbour to bo 
protected by a small fortified work.

Peter the Great had originally entertained this scheme 
as part of his grand project of establishing a direct and per­
manent trade with India through the great Steppe commonly 
called Tartary, a project defeated by the treachery ol the 
Ivhivans, who put Prince Bekovitsh and all the troops ho 
had led into their territory to tho sword. This people, con­
trary to treaty and to their most solemn guarantees, took him 
prisoner, ami, on the pretence that sufficient provisions wore 

*  not procurable for his large army, compelled him to distribute
his force among the different villages, which enabled them to 

utoher tho Prince and destroy his troops m detail.

Tho three remaining Itus-inn detachments at Mimgii-di- 
Jnk Alexander Bay, and Krasnavo.la won now forced f  
hike to their ship* and return to A  draco,m. abandoning the 
f,,it ideations they had already commenced The unhap­
py fate of Prince Bekovitsh taught, us a lessen ot IJ mmh. 
fiii tides-’ness and blood-thirst incus, and since then all mhi- 
course between Russia and Khiva liftd c. used.
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ie rst step now to be taken for the furtherance of our 

scheme was to secure the alliance of the Turcomans. The 
atter lead a wandering life, with their flocks and herds, on 

the eastern shore of the Caspian, ignoring all industrial pur­
suits and living by theft and robbery. They wage continual 
war with he Persians a war which, fed by sect animosity, 
never slumbers but to burst forth again with fresh fury.

I t  ^ true that in the year 1813 General Nicholas 
keodorvitsh Ratishtsheff, then Military Governor of Georgia 
sent a certain Derbent merchant, Ivan Muratoff, by birth 
an Armenian, to the Turcomans. This person, from former 
commercial connections with Astrabad, had made many 
acquaintances there. He communicated the Governor-Gene 
ral’s proposals to Sultan Khan, who at that period exercised a 
kind of sovereignty over several Turcoman tribes, whom, lie had 
equipped for war and led several times to victory over the 
Persians. Sultan Khan was rejoiced at the promise of sup­
port made him by the Russian Governor-General (probably 
hoping thereby to raise himself in time to supreme rule over 
the unruly Turcomans), and immediately sent General 
Ratishtsheff a deputation composed of Chiefs from the 
several tribes and the most eminent men of the nation, soli­
citing only a few privileges and the protection of the Russian 
Government. Unfortunately the Envoys (among them K iat 
Aga, of whom frequent mention will be found in the folio w- 
*ubr pages) reached the Russian General’s camp at Karabag 
m Giyulistan at the moment when that officer was co.i- 
eluding a treaty of peace with Abul Hussein Khan, the 
slmb of Persia’s Plenipotentiary. The latter, aware how 
dangerous v> 1 the Turcomans wight- become, oneo 
u,"l. r Russian protection, demanded that Russia should enter 
no. no negotiations will, them. The Governor yielded, and 

dismissed the Envoys with valuahh piostmR This dis- 
appeinUnohi threw the 'I'mconn.ns into great distress, and 
ii el mg tlmmsi bus unable to oili.r furtlup i<<ni,taueu to Persia
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they submitted and gave hostages. Those, however, who 
remained recusant retired either to Balkan Bay, whither the 
Persians could not pursue them, or fled to Khiva, and weie 
welcomed by the present Ruler, Mahomed Ragini Khan (a 
sworn enemy to the Kajar dynasty), Sultan Khan was among 
the latter, and lives under the Khan’s protection to the 
present day. To Major Ponomarev, Commandant of Elisa- 
betopol, was entrusted the management of the Turcoman 
negotiations, T, as Staff Officer, making, in concert with him, 
a survey of the eastern coast of tho Caspian. 1 he addi­
tional duty allotted to me was to proceed alone to Khiva, 
negotiate an alliance with the Khan, and furnish a descrip­
tion of the country and its inhabitants. The entries m my 
diary were written secretly and in as succinct a style as 
possible. They were originally only intended as memoranda 
for my own perusal and that of a few intimate fiionds, but 
on my return homo, finding so many desirous to hear about 
the country I had visited, and my adventures there, I deter­
mined to publish these rough notes.

I only relate what happened to myself or came under 
my own observation, and would remind the reader that it is 
no easy task for a foreigner to make his notes, and record his 
thoughts in writing amongst a people in tho highest degree 
suspicious. I t  was never my intention to write a book, or much 
now given briefly would have been elaborated, and mucli 
other matter condensed or omitted. If, in tho course of this 
narrative, names frequently occur which appear of trivial mi 
portanee, I think 1 shall be forgiven when I explain that my 
object lias been to assist any future Envoy who may be seal 
to the same country by giving him at the outset some insight 
into the circumstance* and characters of the person , he may 

have to deal with. M U R A V  IEV
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Visit to the Turcoman inhabitants of the Eastern Coast of the Caspian Sea.
On the 17th o f June 1819 A lex is  Petrovitsh Jcrnmlof, 

the Commander-in-Chief in Georgia, made over to M ajor 
Ponomarev and m yself all the necessary documents, and 
repaired to the Caucasian frontier, where the war with the 
Tohetshes demanded his presence.

The Armenian Mu rat off, who had already been among 
the Turcomans in the time of Nicholas Ratishtshelf, was 
to accompany us as interpreter.

On the same day 1 made my preparations for the 
journey, and offered up fervent prayers for divine aid in 
the Tifiis * Cathedral. Major Ponomarev had a separate 
special commission. The gifts he took over were designed 
only for the Turcomans. Am ong the instructions which 
I received from the Governor, and to which I was strictly 
to adhere in my negotiations with the Turcomans and in 
K hiva, were the following :—

“ Your capacity for making yourself liked, as well as 
your acquaintance with the Tartar language, can lie turned 
to good account. Do not regard the arts o f flattery from 
an European point of view ; they aro constantly used by 
Asiatics, and you need never fear of being too lavish in 
this respect. You will bo able to make other useful 
researches, which a residence among those tribes will sug­
gest to you better than 1 can do, especially as the race 
you are going to is one. regarding which w e . havo but 
scanty information. Your qualifications and jo u r  zeal give 
lue good grounds to expect that this attempt to establish 
friendly relations with the Turcomans will not be a fruit 
loss one, and that the account you will give them of < in 
Government will open the way to future proceedings. ”

On the ] Sth of June T left Till!-, and reached the 
post of S.igitlu, where just tin n ln\ a detachment of o 
( 'ossael<s, w ho w uv j>r<>e< i ding mi acli\ e scrv '■■■■.: |.i I big i-..l.in 
against the Leksis.

* Kip U mIhm I K . i P«>rb. r  in hi 7 ■ • t i » / ■ I ‘>, . I. ,
J M 'I i 'tub , I »l)i- I f  (I • . .1,*! ' 1 l . ' l .  • tinl m li.ihii UI'! i



t m f t l y V e 'r t o l t d a y .  ' 9U'  1 l * 1  at « .  I t  rained

betopo" M , ; ? tlL tb? ,heat ,'™s in‘ o|erable. Reached Elisa-
toivn, snl-rouni. , y, *hl  ni*tlT0S 3 “ ^ ) .  a very beautiful 
1st of J » lv  aa S ^ e n s , and stayed there until the
Commandant of th^ n u T  u  m i!tar-y business with the nandant of the place could not be concluded before then.

fortresVwW ch in T h ?  fth« Jiflis road, stands an old 
pied by the Khan T °  /  lmce Zizianow was occu- 
seen o / th e  towers Thi V T W  ■ gUns are still to be 
interior are t h e n°w in ruins; in its

i l l  iT t L T & lL ^ b T r T h " 11 tP^ rf >’ ' “b i S i W e v e Ur!dhave 

1  also S fd  J f c v X S T S h r ^ 8 ° f  UT fbrmer ^

tZZedK h™  1 ^  ̂  ^  ^4 S  "'“ ' " S i e n  r yat3 ‘eii
3 an enormous tieo, measuring 27 feet in circumference.

l i ' d d ' c a r t X b T  f  f C U t ' ,0 •<* Elisabetopol iu a 
|W,.,| h ' * 0 I1'™ 1 ?n This accident
„  f  to pass the night m tlie open, half way to Kur^e
" l".‘ h 1 b fd h W  to reach. When the moon rose I started 
■ ••v'ln, and reached Jurgan on the night of the 2nd, the heat 
lMwng been unbearable during the whole day. A t  Mimbt- 
shnuer J crossed tlio K ur by a ferry. ‘ °

t li ^'i l " R,V Pilll  bit her to lain tlirougli a barren steppe,
' c<1 ]ie!'° a“ fl tho,',J by patches of salt marsh, but now the

* "'.'try quite changed its character. The banks of the Kur
""■ 'fry b°ftu del, offering or. either side a pleasing prospect of 
Wood, ,md b om which peep the A r m o n ia t fh o m ^ S

I -  my front, as 1 left tlie river, lay a range of sterile 
11 f " 1 :il," n. fr‘>ni wind, ureally added to th, heat : but

I ll“ - ' iot.1.. .1 a vast plain, richly cultivated and nop,,
Ut,, m the imdst of wliicli wore tlie ruins of the town of
• i' 1 ( \ cry early on the morning of tlio :$nl 1 left

a rid by mght Vouched New Slmmukha, t formerly the 
'•nh nee of MusUpha, Khan of Shiiwun. The Khan’s

i„ \'\n'n I,.’" ' ....  "• ’/ ' < ,| 1/ 17:la. tl.ir. u.wu
I fh. w li ,m nt«kIm l.iii .Vi li t  {•,

v i s M ' V  l a 'R A T rev’s  VISIT ™  TBE m r n * * x  i n h a b i t a n t s  ^ S L
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~~ predecessors had always made Old Shamakha their capital, but 
from the earliest days the majority of the people had settled 
in the fertile country around the site of the new town. 
Mustapha abandoned the capital of his ancestors, and built 
New Shamakha in order the better to overawe his subjects by 
his presence in their m idst; but the plain was at once deserted, 
the inhabitants betaking themselves to the mountains and 
settling at Fith, to which place the Khan was obliged to shift 
his residence. New Shamakha is now only a Cossack station.

The road ran for about four and a half miles through the 
flat country, and then over the precipitous hills separating 
New from Old Shamakha. This mountain road, although no­
thing to speak of in the way of length, was still so steep, that 
the horses were quite exhausted, and it was with great diffi­
culty that I reached the station by evening. What a glorious 
spectacle now rewarded my toils ! The rich champaign beneath 
me stretching away to the horizon; the picturesque hills 
amongst which I stood; the numerous Armenian villages, 
some on the slopes, some in the hollows, surrounded on every 
side by sheaves of corn ; the husbandmen all busy at the 
harvest,— all these combined to make up a gorgeous and 
magnificent scene. Apart from the picturesque, however, that 
fruitful plain is remarkable for the culture of silk-worms, 
which is carried on to a great extent, especially in the neigh­
bourhood of Shamakha, and which brings wealth and pros­
perity to the country.

Old Shamakha,* or Kognashahar (i.e., “ old town"), 
presents an imposing appearance with its ruins, its bulbs, 
mosques, and palaces.

Even the fortifications excite our admiration for ibo 
builders of this ancient capital. The Khan’s castle stands on 
rising ground, which affords a fine view <>f tbs town. The 
Post Office is established in a caravanserai of noble propor­
tions. A t some distance from tho fortress stands the citadel 
built by Lutrft, a virgin (V.arina, whoso remains rust bore.
Some deep excavations within the walls are said to mark the 
site of her tomb. The common people believe (hat these 
cavities were ransacked by Mustapha in the hope of treasure, 
but that the spirit of Eufra frustrated his end. .ivours.

( >n tho ufch 1 stal led from ( lid Shamakha, ami, pa isiu I u o 
staging j laces on the r>n I. linalh reached Oluhokava l>alka, 
where I jj.i --iii tin- night. This is .mix a ( 'omack post, in the

* Old Sijniilltklm W:"» n'l. ! < I 1 > tin ft 1111> It Nad.' ‘-llllll III I



middle of a barren and waterless steppe. The aspect of the 
1 V ?  laT1.‘-ies here, and the eye encounters a steppe studd- 

i-ii 1 1 . 10 lulns °f towns and hamlets, only relieved by some 
1 ,n l “? ?  ^  W'd® intervals by occasional patches of pasture 
A rl f ° Q ,!e, fo! lowino <Jiiy  1 reached the Cossack post of 
Z 7 i * Y ell-bmlt and regular fortress, where I overtook the
On .i r presf ntf  ivhlch had left Elisabetopol before me.
J i the 7th 1 reached Baku * From the heights before the

slim, lm° arr7°0<J VI0W of ,the whole place, and of the sea and 
'V T  1 1 he town is girt by a double wall, turreted and
embrasured and furnished with guns. The interior is hand­
some and extensive, but the bald hills without the walls 
ii.u e an unpleasing appearance. The scarcity of wood and 
watei ill the neighbourhood is a great drawback to its value 
Sf, a Vle situation of the place generally is bad
1 lie streets ot Baku are narrow ; the buildings high and not 
bad-looking : the town possesses a numerous population, a 
l.ui market, and excellent caravanserais, and it has an import­
ant trade with Aatraecan. Ship-building goes on in the port, 
but the emit ply only along the coast, and do not go further 
t mn Ghilun. A  lofty tower stands on the shore, known as 
tiie .Maiden lower, a name which it owes to the following 
tragical story In ancient times a Governor of Baku fell in 
lore with his own daughter, and desired to place her in the 
position of his wite. I* or long the girl resisted his importuni- 
tiCK, but at last consented, making it a condition of her com­
pliance that her father should build a high tower for her on 
Hie Sea beach, wherein she might hide her shame. The 
bnver was quickly built, anil the daughter, enticing hor father 
b> tbe topmo-l pinnacle on the pretence of showing him the 
height, si ized her opportunity as lie bent to gaze beneath, 
ami pu .lied him over the parapet, Hinging herself after him 
into the hcu.

We found the two (2) ships which had been equipped 
for Uh lying m port idl ready, so wo laid in necessaries and 
Weill oh board, Inking with ns one nHirer and thirty men from 
I lie I t ku garrison. The vessels were the Corvette h’aaan,
18 G uiih, under kioutenant fiassargin, v.biclr iiad arrive* 1 
Irom \ i niccaii the year before (Isle), amt the Merchant, sloop 

uniler hieutomuit (Mmlopov This lust
m (I, being only intended a-- a • r-i;. -1••.. l fur the 

treiijjs ami quire baggage. The naval ollii iah on board the
•  . . . .   ........ . . .  „ ___  ... . .  . ...  

■ I1..M.. uvni|KiUlu1uit Ir iiii till! P#1 mil w lIh jV V uid mill yS  „ [rcut

( f f i l  . . .  (fll
^ J ^ - 7  ' m u r a \ i e v s  v is i t  t o  t h e  Tu r c o m a n  i n h a b it a n t s  i
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corvette were ns follows :-L ieu ten an t B asargin , two sub- 
officers Juricv and Ivanov, the Chaplain, the Surgeon, Of or 
mizin Lieutenant Lim tzki of the Artillery, and the Pilot 
and Master The force, all told, amounted to 1 GO men. On 
Z  eveniiig of the 8th «  accepted the mv.tation of he 
Ships officers, and went on shore to a small house called the 
« grea B a t h o n  our way we passed the rums ol the great 
caravanserai lying at a distance of seven miles from the shoie 
and completely submerged, with the exception of a few turrets 
S i n g  above the surface. It is unknown how or when tins 
building sank into the sea, but it is most likely the ^sffit °f
an earthquake. A t  this point there 1 ^ . i nortmd
18 feet and it is noticed that every 13 [years important
J u n g esta k c  place on this part of the coast t h e «  
times receding from, and sometimes encroaching on, tee land.

The whole neighbourhood is well worthy of attention 
both on account of'the naphtha which it i.i odr êfe ^rd tLe 
mighty ruins which lie scattered on every side and unite 
historical research.

On the 17th of July we went on board the corvette 
a train and at G o’clock on the following evening;(l 8th) weighed 
anchor, and stood for the Island of Sara, whither the trans­
port had preceded us on the 15th. A t  first we had a good 
breeze, but it fell in the night, and we spent the whole ot 
the next day in tacking without making any perceptible 
progress. On the night of the 20th there f e l la  dead calm, 
and we lay motionless for two hours and a hah, hut at daj- 
break we sighted Sara, and by noon wo inoom close by the 
island. This island is six miles m length, m form a cre-cem 
its beach shelly, and its whole surfaco covered with sedge and 
rushes, except here and there where Kuss.ai. squatter- have 
planted a few osiers. I u former days all the a a r wa* I .rack - 
fob in the wells here, but the Russians introduced wondc.
1 ini ip's for the latter, and, by continually emptying and 
clearing them, managed to obtain a supply ot iivslt wal< i.

The transport now made sail for the lbrtre; -> <d Lonko- 
ran to take in wood.

T)iu distance from Sara iH about 13 miles. Wo lav at 
anchor until the 24th, and all tins time it rained without

O n the 3 1th, at 7 v.m. we weighed, with a q"O.I I 
from N .L , which lasted till midnight, ami wc were ,m ;um,

01’ THE EASTERN COAST OF THE CASPIAN SEA. ® l o r .1 —J
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of sighting the Turcoman coast oh the following day, when 
suddenly the wind died away, and we hardly made ll, knots 
an hour, lh is  state of things lasted for two whole days—  
no breeze and torrents of ra in ; and it was not until the 
evening of the third day that the sky cleared.

wished to steer on the so-called “ Silver H ill ” of 
which we had heard, but none of the crew were acquainted 
with the coast.

A t  last the f  urcoman land came in view, and we recog­
nised the Ak-Tapa (white hill), which runs from the coast 
in a noi th-easterly direction. I t  is of a considerable length, 
and diminishes in height as it approaches the sea. We 
anchored in 4'.(, fathoms at a distance of 51,- miles from the 
shore, and, on searching the beach with our~ telescopes, made 
out some “ K ib itk s” (Turcoman carts). It was accordingly 
resolved that 1 should land next morning and reconnoitre the 
country, while Petrovitsh, the Interpreter, endeavoured to 
establish intercourse between us and the inhabitants. The 
12-oared long-boat was therefore lowered from the corvette 
and armed with a 12-pounder and two falconets. The party 
altogether numbered 24 men, six of whom carried muskets, 
and as we counted on returning the same evening, we only took 
provisions and water for the day. A fter a pull of an hour and 
a hall we came within 120 yards ot the beach, and were 
obliged to anchor, as there was not sufficient water to admit 
ot our getting closer in ; so we got on land with only our 
arm;-: and clothes. .Forty yards lroin the water line were a 
lot of mound - evidently thrown up by the action of the wind 
on the sand, and covered with bushes. 1 ascended one of 
those, and discovered, by means of my telescope, that the 
Alt- fapa, instead ot being an isolated lull, was a great moun­
tain, which must he connected with some other chain. It 
was about eight miles distant, and seemed to be so entirely cut 
oil by water from the place whore 1 stood, that 1. imagined 
myself to he on a detached island.1'

A t  first l wished to explore towards the north, in 
order to dis< iver the hay whore tho Turcomans conceal their 
“ Kir iuma ” + (boats), hut lJobritsch, the artillery officer, 
i ’etrovitsli, and a sailor, called Agejove, who Uud been here

*  L 1‘oiind onf altorwardn llinl bhorippuroM v. tu.ly u null nf.oppo or u 
dry hp --, nov Ti’d v, it.li eryutidliKod null, wlii<• I•. • * iiniit( (l>rnn#h tlic moving 
vupouvo formoil by tliu liuul, hud <piitu (ho up|u r»ian « o f uu1 .*• 1'roru u dtnUvncn.

\ Kii'diima. TUU word iy domed lrom tho iuilu.di Kiiiji, i . <i  Hut- bottomed boat.

( i f  f t  ) } )  , ( C T
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before, advised me to try to southward instead more in the 
direction of Astrabad; and I acted on their advice, having 
further a hope of coming on a river by so doing. 1 accord­
ingly went along the beach with lour sailors and I etrovitsh, 
whilst the rest of the party in the long-boat kept up with us 
Before starting we bored for water, but found it quite salt 
and undrinkable. W e went steadily along the shore for 11 
miles, found the traces of camels, horses, and bare-tootecl 
men and at last a post with a mark on it, among the bushes, 
which made me think that the Turcoman carts might be 
concealed there. I crawled to the place through the under­
growth, but found only a sand hill with a lot of dry brush­
wood on it, in the midst of which the post had been stuck 
up. Wearied and disappointed, I determined at 3 m . to go 
back to the corvette, leaving Petrovitsli on snore to \ /  and 
find out some of the inhabitants.

W e were carrying out this plan, when suddenly a strong 
gale got up from seaward, and when only 1,500 paces away 
from'land, we found wc could make no head against it; the 
waves broke over us, and Juriov advised that we should put 
back.

This storm caused me great anxiety, for we were -without 
provisions and water, and it seemed quite possible that it 
mi>dit continue to blow for a week ; and the chance ot a 
sudden attack from the Turcomans gave me another ground 
for uneasiness. Resolved to make the boat of it, 1 landed 
the two falconets and occupied a couple of hillocks, throwing 
round the bivouac a chain of sentries, whom Juriov and I 
visited alternately from time to time during the lught. \\ e 
also lit a huge Tiro to indicate our whereabouts to the 
corvette. The tine, blinding dust which was blown about 
caused great annoyance to us all. I dug for hoah wafei 
lie re, but unsuccessfully, the water we got at be ug brackish 
and unfit for drinking purposes.

In the evening Petrovitsh came in with the news that 
lie bad not found a living creature in the neighbourhood, so, 
exhausted with fatigue and thiii-1 wo passed a urns' wretched 
night in the sand. Next day (301 h) our situation became 
mure critical every hour : the storm raged with increasing 
fnrv, the provisions came b> an end, and our tlm.-t became 
more and more insultTable, h o  nun'll so. that so no "• H" 
limn dipped their last biscuits in the sea water, hoping 
thereby to allay their dreadful pang-, -We wore itulm'd at, llm 
Iml extremit y,’ aud immediate act tun became imperative ; «> f

OF TIIE EASTERN COAST OF TI1E CASPIAN SEA. 7  O - L d
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\2ASi^resolved on penetrating further into the steppe, to the hills 
visible in the distance, in the hope of discovering some 
Turcoman habitations (“ Y urts ” as they are called), or, at any 
rate, striking fresh water. I therefore directed Juriev to 
shift our position to a point nearer the sea and to make it 
more compact, posting only one look out party during the 
day. I was on the point of starting, when of a sudden the 
long-boat began to sin k; we all rushed into the sea, threw 
everything overboard, and with great difficulty managed to 
haul the boat up on to the beach, when we found she had 
sprung a leak, but not of a very serious nature. W e now 
armed and set out for the opposite edge of the steppe, the 
party consisting of the artillery officer, Petrovitsh, myself, 
four sailors, and two pioneers.

1° upwards of an hour we waded through heavy sand, 
and were quite worn out, when suddenly we sank to the 
lcneo in a black bog, which formed the centre of a great dried- 
up salt lake. Here I had bitter experience of the deceitful- 
noss of tire lamous “ mirage,” for this dry salt lake had from 
aiar the appearance of a piece of water, with people on the 
banks ; but when we reached it, lo ! the water was nowhere, 
and the men had turned into bushes, and instead of plunging 
into a cold stream, we found ourselves stuck in a morass !
W e had to retrace our steps, and on the way back I dug for 
water in three different places, but found it all brackish.

T may mention that in this search I employed a means 
which I. bad heard of in Persia by which time is saved : this 
is simply to tire down the hole one has dug, which brings the 
water into it immediately. The plan was perfectly successful, 
in so far as obtaining water went, but it unfortunately could 
not alter the quality of tbe same. Worn out and disappoint­
ed, ! now returned to my party, and determined not to make 
any Jurlher attempts, but to trust to tic  storm’s going down.
A t  last the weather improved, and wo resolved to despatch the 
sub-officer end 12 sailors to the corvette in the long-boat.
W l. ' ll i In: moon rose tin- long-boat put olt. I sent n note 
by it l.o Ponomarev describing in a Jew words our situation, 
la ■ging Inin fur help, and telling him that., in the ovniu. o f  
any mishap, we should make for Astrahad on foot. By noon 
(diet) tin long-boat returned with hut a small supply of 
provision; and a letter from Ponomarev cutrouting u.s to 
return. \I cunwliil' tin: eu had gom down, so we embarked, 
and in two or three hours reached the corvette in safety. I 
'•"ok the '.atitude, and found that w< wore in 37 ■ l ;)7’’ N,



% A c c o r d in « ^  to Count Voinovitsh’s map « this would place u s A j l j  
^ " S c t l y  opposite the “ W hite H ill,” but the ordinary ships 

chart placed us far to the north o f this point, so I came to 
the conclusion that the hill before us was the Green H ill 
Strengthened in this opinion by the circumstance that the 
Astrabad mountain chain was not in sight, w e  made up our 
minds to try  for the “ W hite H i l l ” further south. In the 
evening we weighed anchor, but the wind was unfavourable, 
and we made little progress.

On Sunday morning (August 1st) we were told that three 
Turcoman craft were in view near the shore. W e went on 
deck and made out 10 boats ; they had sails set and wcie 
steering northwards. W e were very anxious to pick up at any 
rate one of the number, and accordingly fired a gun ns a 
signal, but they did not understand it, and made all sail away 
from us. W e now fired two rounds at them, but they vere 
out of range, so we sent a boat in pursuit with an arrnet 
party, and Petrovitsh among them. A n  attempt was made 
to cut off- the last “  Kirshim c,” but when lie crew s a w  the.r 
situation, they promptly ran her ashore and fied into the bush, 
their number being 5 men and 3 women. Uui pan} 1 vewis 
landed and gave chase. Petrovitsh managed to stop one ot 
the men and assure him that we had no hostile intentions, but 
had come only with friendly designs. On this they all came 
out of their hiding-place and begged for mercy. W e again 
assured them they had nothing to fear from us, and then lot 
them all go, except the owner of the boat, who was an old man 
o f sixty, and held in great respect by his countrymen. H is 
namo was Dow 1 at AIL

In spite of all our caresses and friendly assurances ho 
would not believe us, but looked on himself as a captive, and 
seemed by his downcast bearing to expect a terrible tale.

From his replies to our interrogations it appeared that wo 
really had boon oppuHtu the “ W hit> Hill, and t .at t a- ' 
vc V Hill ” t lay somewhat to the south. 'I lie “ >> arts ol t lu-su 
Turcoman* are situated between, the tw;o above mentioned 
bills, on the sea-coast. The place is called Hassun huh, and

* Journal of Count Voiuoviuh'a IC*p*U.tion to tl.o Cuujnnu m l(S1 ^  ■
Mohuow, 1810. ,
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y UA' IEV S VISIT T 0 THE TURCOMAN INHABITANTS ^

General6 E  , n  fT ™ K ia t  A g a ,*  who had gone as E nvoy to 
^ ^ e ^ t 8heft^ 8 A r,  back as 1813 The  Turcomans 
prettv frond V ° U t j,r • ®.̂ ver S i l l , ” and although it is at a

; Jt 18 SVU their favourite resort, being 
. Ku )0ats) °n which their entire trade depends.

Jai ” t w lT l fT lT 'T ^  °Ma’n r̂om.^le river “  Giurgen- 
about half a day’s ridr°f 10 ®®a . V  the Silver Hill, and flows 
ride from the Pin -1  ^lhge. It is a whole day’s
“  anolll“  nttle rivor oafled K W j a ^  the road there

existing ii^th^oountrv of the T iir*  ° f  ma" y  ffreat citIes as 
on the Silver bT S I M Z T  T ° " ?  • * « %  “ >»
Groats The Sultan Khan oJaduU r™  X m P e t o 'v i ^  
had so often spoken was now at Khi™ { , etrovitsh
refuge fro,,, t.L P i!ln9" »  £  wa“  f  iT
From what I could gather from Dowlat Ali I thhk I mnv 
safely assert that the Turcomans have no common Euler Tut 
that they are split up into tribes, each tribe acknowledge? iu  
own particular elder or Chief. Dowlat Ali eo.dn T i g * 
tion five such Chieftains, but assured me that there were many 
more. He further said that the people of Khiva live in creat 
aunty and constant intercourse with the Turcomans aiTJhal 
from here to Khiva was a 15 days’ ride.

We could get no more out of him. He showed much dis­
composure at bomg alone among foreigners, and desired to be 
■P? lftnded. P'-omismg to send Kiat Aga to us This d T t
"ii.u .l us on easting anchor onp.isibi Urn place where he said 
we should find some ‘ \ lifts, hut the vast shallows compelled
UH ‘ I* A " ' '1 H,t' fai: 0(1 110)11 11 "J «oast that wc actually lost Sight .,( it, III tin: evening, al a general consultation, wo
. ; V i" 1 T 0maroV); «W "tio n , to put Dowlat Ali and
Kl'oviisli ashore, and to await Hum return and Kil ls
oppoH‘to to the Hilver llill. We fioped also to get near, r ho
..... ;;i'i"’H; U:.1 1 hm l" ,,, ,o o1,t,iio "• ^  '* o r , Ia., well as to have greater facilities lbr opening negotiations 

n-rii.iic I>|1. A„r‘\ iVVi.Vir*,Al’,,oudl** 11 ,,rwn,u •
t J'11 111 •tMl.t'itti' tnoi.Mii Inn, in 'I'urb iwl> a riv«r - - Kriunr

..... . ....■ • * *  * .... *,
(HMU1 t.lu o r n il , 1.1 ,1 old fpvi’ ctn . <*' . v , " , , , , , ! ’' '  ' »«.liku

xjS* ■ Go% \



with the Turcomans and searching for the best spot for the con­
templated harbour. Until close on evening we lay at anchor, 
waitino- for the wind to fall and enable us to land Petrovitsh 
and Dowlat A li, but before night-fall it was settled that sve 
should go on at once to the Silver Hill, whence 1 should start 
on my journey to Khiva. In the night we saw the inflection 
of fire in two parts of the heavens. This was put down by 
Dowlat A li to the dry grass having caught fire.

W e then cast anchor and awaited daybreak. A t  7 a . m .
Ave came to the Silver Hill, and found our sloop which had 
preceded us from Sara, and had been lying here for three days.

Lieutenant Ostolopov, the Commander of the Sloop, pre­
sented Nazar Margan to us, the Chief of the Nomadic fm - 
comans who wander in the district lying round the hill. His 
appearance Avas pleasing, but AAras apparently not borne out 
by his real character. Prom him avg learnt that there A\rero 
200 Turcoman families in this “ Aid (village), avIio had set­
tled here for good. They are agriculturists, and seem pros­
perous. We entertained' Nazar Margan hospitably, and he 
undertook to conduct Potrovitsh to Kiat Aga, aaIio Avas just 
then attending some fair, or engaged in some commercial 
transactions Avith the Persians. The dignity of a Kiat is 
very considerable among the Turcomans. He is generally 
acknowledged as their head by the elders of several tribes, 
yet in a very optional manner, “ for,” say they, “ Cod is our 
only Governor/’ These people cherish an unconquerable 
hatred of the Persians. We Avorn present,lv visited by eight 
Turcomans, Avhom wo feasted with “ pilau, and did nil wo 
could to ingratiate ourselves Avith them. I h® matter in bund 
being Palrovitsh’s oonvoviuieo to the Kiat, Nazar Margan,
Avho had previously itgi*■< d b> conduct hint lov throe dm at ,, 
rose now in Jiis demands t<* five, and eventually to 10, ducats.
Then Ponomarev lost all patience, and sent (horn ill out of 
tlio corvette, retaining only Nazar Margan, but that genl Io­
nian noAV refused to undortnko the commii ion, and relej'ied
tiM to Dowlat Ali. Tlio hit In willingly agreed, but when avo
made him a small present, Nazar beeamo ho < xeitud by envy, 
that Ave bad to pacify him with some llints and a. pound of 
gunpowder. Petrovitsh started the saino evening. \Vn may
predicate of the Twn-omaim that, tlmir Hiuiplc mode of living 
HtaudH in remarkable con treat •" their in-.itisbjo lied i"i gold

• A ..............  I . oi.iinittti'il in "ix "'ill-' ’I'li" w,' t --.n.iii-1 in Kiii
ninii » I m l l n i v n  it. I jiu lly  b u il t , fou l •« I "  " i r l ,  On- ...... . f io n l. -  a
MM'UDH It thmily. —  &TWA1IL.
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The SHI does not appear very lofty. The Turcomans
say that the ruins of a town, called Gushi Tappa, are to be 
seen on its slopes. I found the latitude here to be 37° 5' 22."

This morning (4th August) I went on board the sloop, 
and from that proceeded in a skiff with Ostolopov to get a 
nearer look at the Giurgen River, which falls into the sea a 
mile and a half to the south of the Silver Hill.

The sloop’s boat, carrying 10 soldiers, 2 falconets, and 
\  f,nnon’ f lo w e d  us but at about a mile from shore the

further Pegress. The sailors now
bagged the skiff ashore, and I got into a “ K u lass” (i.e., a 

hoi owed-out log m use with the Turcomans as a canoe) 
and proceeded about a mile up the river mouth.

The river Giurgen flows through a swamp, has a muddy 
bottom is from 12 to 24 yards in breadth, and has low 
banks, from which stretches on either side the morass, covered 
with a 3-foot high grass. The water tastes brackish and 
smells marshy, from  its gentle fall, the river has a sluggish 
flow, i t  frequently dries up in summer, yet is never entirely 
without some water. A  mile from the mouth I noticed 
"  B aktsha” (cultivation), proving that the Turcomans of this 
part are agriculturists. A t  this point the river is over G feet 
deep, the banks higher and dry, but these sound banks only 
extend to a distance of 400 or 800 yards, and, further up, the 
river crawls again through bog ami fen. A t  this point also 
thoro is a ford, where the Turcomans cross their herds and 
through which the high road to Astrabad runs. I got a'good 
view of the Silver Ilill from hero. It lies 3 miles or so 33' 
north-west from the ford. Here dwell some Turcomans, with 
whom 1 conversed for about two hours; they invited me into 
their village, but I promised them a visit on tlio following 
day. They said it was the universal wish of their country' 
men that the Russians should restore the razed fortress on 
the Silver II ill, “ for,’ said they, “ wo should then bo able to re - 
vtingo ourselves oil the Persians for their ravages. W e Tur­
coman- are stupid people, or we should have rebuilt the place 
our.c. I'*;:- before- new, but the! is a job w- cannot manage. ll <—
v, : were a !l called out, we should muster over 10,000 mon, and 
<1 "dd then chu.'liKM the iVrsiiuiH, a indeed, we did live yi-ars 
ago at this place, when we defeated the Sirdars and raptured 
tunny head of entile."

I asked them if limy w-mld »„(. like some arms They 
h’oked at one anofliei with bruming countenances, ducked

en toughen, and wore evidentl\ • • >joy, I at the thought.
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They have constant intercourse with Khiva, and assured me 
that with an escort of 5 or 6 men one might safely make the 
journey thither.

According to them K hiva is a large town and the ruling 
Khan immensely rich. The Turcomans of this district are 
agriculturists ; the soil is fruitful, and they aie cattle-breeders 
to a large extent. They are also powder manufacturer, and 
it seems that their only deficiency is in mechanical woiks.
A  wood lies at a distance of 11 miles from the river, and 
extends to Astrabad. I t  is reported to be ot vast dimensions 
and to furnish good timber. I  learned that the day befoie 
my arrival Petrovitsh had been at this Aid. He «•1 
started in a Kirsliime on his way to the K iat, accompanied by 
Dowlat A li and two villagers.

6tli August.— This morning the sloop’s boat was sent 
to bring oft‘ Nazar Margan and the notables ot the A h  .
They arrived at the corvette towards mid-day. One ot the 
Chiefs appeared as the representative ot Khan Dowlat A ll.
Nazar Margan exerted himself to the utmost to persuade us 
that it was quite unnecessary to send Dowlat A li a special 
invitation ; but it is probable that his motive was the lmpo 
of himself receiving the present intended for the Khan.
When Khan Dorfhft A li did arrive, he explained that he did 
not c o m e  earlier, as he did not wish to infringe the custom 
which forbids Khans to pay visits without invitation.

The true cause was, however, that he did not want to 
connect himself with us, as he had an awe of the Persians), to 
whom he owed his Khanship. Dowlat A li Khan showed 
more intelligence than tho other Turcomans; he had served 
in Agr. M 1 Kban’s army, and been present at the sack
of Titiis. He ban now fallen*away from the feigning SIkHi.
Fatteh Ali, and been forthwith elected Chief at bis own 
birth-place. Wo gained no further intelligence from him 
bevond what we hud already heard from tho others . ho 
acknowledges no one as having a claim to sovereignty oy.-i 
the Turcomans, and soems to bo more Persian than ii.us-.ian 
in liis tendencies. 11 e named to us also several of tho mosl 
notable among the elders or Chiefs, such as h int Ygu ol 
the “ Aid ” II nssan Kuli, ’fa  gnu Kulij Khan of the village of 
(Jorai, Tope Mirzn Khan of the same place, and Kiul.dmiu 
Kulibai and Tagan-Cazi of A  trek. I In- liiver Afrol, run- 
11 miloK north of the Ciurgi.n. “ Aids '' ho on tlm hank-, of 
both livers, but along the whole course "t tho Ciurgon ai’o 
to ho -. i ii the rune of foi l i!i> at ions and •'dies.



Ponomarev wrote to all the above-named Chiefs, invit- 
mg iem o visit linn. H e presented the Khan with a piece 
of gold brocade, and entrusted the letters to him for delivery ; 
but we kept -Nazar Margan on the corvette as a hostage.
n + person now told us that he had it from Dowlat A li  
that the 1 urcomans imagined that next autumn would see 
the arm  al ol many Russian ships with troops and guns, and 
that they were all m great dread of this. A t  length 
Petrovrtsh arrived to-day with K iat Aga. The latter is 
superior to all Ins countrymen in shrewdness, and acknow­
ledges no superior E or some time Sultan Khan ruled over 
the Turcomans, but soon abandoned the Government, and fled 
to Khiva, probably irom fear of the Persians He had really 
no particular right to the Government, and held the reins 
solely from his superior abilities. He would appear to have 
come originally from the confines of Khiva or India, and 
devoted himself to the study of magic, whence his soubriquet 
of “ Jadugar. AT fiist Jviat A.ga was suspicious and dis­
trustful, and when Ponomarev unfolded to him the plan of 
our Government he demurred for a long time. A t  last, said 
ho— “ I f  your motives are upright, I am ready to serve, you, 
but you will gain your end much better in * Cheleken ’
Tl lere 1 have relations, and the coast, too, is tar more 
adapted to the construction of the work you contemplate, 
and it is only a 15 days’ ride from there to Khiva.

“ I am ready to accompany you to Cheleken myself, and 
as there are some of Sultan Khan’s people there, I shall send 
your Agents with thorn to Khiva.” I now landed at the 
Silver Hill, and thence went to pay a. visit to Dowlat Ali 
Khan in his “ A id,” and discovered that the hill I had seen 
was only the walls of a large building which had been covered 
with sand from the east side of the steppe, and thus from 
a distance resembled a natural rise. The inhabitants have 
cultivated this sandy soil to a certain extent. On the other 
side of tins building, towards the Rea, there arc many ruins 
visible. The distance to the “ A li i” is a, little over 1,500 
paces. 1 halted my escort of Id men in front of the village, 
and went ah,no to the Khan, who received ino most, cordially.
A number ol people a-.emhled at his house (Kibitko), and 
his wife did not withdraw. Ho outortained ino with sour 
cnnirl milk and hi "ad, and be tl Hml. i mould let iu_\ parly 
enter tlm village, which I gladly agreed to. Mirzn Khan, 
to whom I'ouoiuarev bad written, was already in the “ Aid." 
l ie  visited me at Dowlftl \ I i K ban s house, ami e\pi cssoil his 
<b »•« to accompli 11 \ me hack I" the cm volte, but after wards
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' ^changed his mind, and said he would await the arrival of the 
three other invited Chiefs. The Khan was very anxious to 
see our soldiers “  play with their muskets as he expressed 
it, “ for,” said he, “  we have heard from all sides that the 
Russians are so highly instructed, that when one man strikes 
the ground with his foot, 300, or even more, will do the same 
thing simultaneously, and this I should much like to see. I 
made the soldiers go through some manoeuvres and fire, 
which filled all the spectators with astonishment.

The dwelling-places of the Turcomans are constructed 
like those of the Tartars in Georgia, that is to say, they con­
sist of rush mats stretched on iong polos, the whole being 
covered with felt.

Their women are not kept in privacy, and the features 
of the latter are agreeable and pretty regular, their dress 
consisting of coloured “ Shirovari,” a long red chemise and 
a head-dress which has much in common with the Russian 
“  Kokoshniks,” only it is two or three times as high. This 
head-dres3 among the wealthy is edged with gold or silver.
The hair is shown on the forehead, but combed modestly off 
on either side and plaited into a long tail behind.

7th August.— This morning I visited tho Silver Hill, 
taking with me workmen and implements in the hopes of 
procuring some coins among tho ruins, so as to establish tho 
age of the ancient city. It was, however, necessary first to 
divert the attention of the Turcomans from my intentions, so 
I. landed an officer with some soldiers and a drummer, and 
while those entered the “ A h l ” and went through military 
exorcises, l proceeded undisturbed with my researches. 1 can­
not give any satisfactory explanation with regard to these 
ruins. Tho Silver H ill is, ns above mentioned, only tho shell 
of some huge building or fortress, which has boon covered 
with sand from the eastern side ; nevertheless with in thosti 
walls I found tombs, and, indeed, got at some human 
remains, buried after tho Mahomodan fashion, /.»*., resting on 
ono side with the head towards the north-cast. 1 think 
these must be Turcoman tombs and very ancient. Tin- orc.it 
"••ill is about 000 feet long and over I ‘J feet in height. It 
eons.gy 0f  beautiful burnt bricks, and it is noteworthy that 

b very three lin ers of Georgian bricks there is one Ian r 
ol lv.ussjJirl Btfuo.ith the wall 1 discovered a imall vault, \\ Il'ich 
1 i mum. but found in it nothing but broken gin v ami a di, 

ir“ nil this wall there runs a tongue of hind, apparently | lie 
liundiw 1,,.̂  0j man, into the sea, to the distance ol about Jtu)
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In several places I found the remains of buildings, 
j -i owers, stair-cases, and such like, faced in the most regu­

lar manner with great bricks over a foot thick. H ere also 
there are great heaps of loose bricks, stretching into the sea 
t the distance- of one or two hundred yards. I t  struck me

7 ert  UOt 1the1 work of ordinary decay, but 
t the struc.tureH, had succumbed to an earthquake

were t h u r°ad from Eaku)> as t]le walls
, f f J I n  !  T  ieigkt> aud. seemed to have been cut sharply oh, so to say, at a certain point. 1 J

, The People about have found many gold and silver coins 
heie, and the tradition is that the fortress was built by the 
Russians, " who once possessed this sea-board. I dim down 
into one of the round towers but came upon nothing, except 
some debris of glass and earthenware jars, possessing none of 
the characteristics of Russian work. I jvould have pursued mv 
researches further and have worked down to the very founda­
tion, but the tremendous heat quite overpowered the labour­
ers I had employed. t

The description of the Silver H ill given in the History of 
the Russian Naval Expedition to the Caspian Sea in the year 
1782 under Count Vomovitsh does not in the least ao-ree with 
my own personal observations. In that account the Silver 
Hill is described as an island, which it most certainly is not.
It is therefore reasonable to suppose that the discrepancy is 
duo to the frequent alterations on the shores of the Caspian, 
caused by alternate encroaching and retiring of the sea. The 
Kiut and other Turcomans declared that the Silver H ill really 
had been an island, and had only become one with tlio dry 
land live or six years ago. I landed early with Kiat, and made 
a survey of the country between the Silver H ill and the River 
Ciurgon, then went up stream, aud came across another little 
river running into the Giurgen from the north, its banks 
covered with sedge. K iat declared that formerly an arm of 
the sea separated the Silver H ill from the main land at this 
point, and lurther told rue to warn my people who had gone 
out Ioj water nut to scatter, but to he on the look-out, ns tho

* 'l l ry firoljaU.v bi-licTA H i p  )>irulo Siuiikn Bonin le  h m o  boon tho li.nn <l"r.
>•’ 11 r i n ,noon-Iv hi), lor Jlnniu n eve r  visited tho EftMorn Count o f  the Cu I'*a n - 
1M*' *1 <1 vi'r TI.ilI in td.uj hint fortrom in t.lio wall lmw < ailed Kmini A la i  (wold. ^ 1 v 
A - i.' wall Woi q gem lort <1 m u l l  ur fori , -.i ;i , Kuri l >',5ojjo c Joy '  laih ,lnd
u"v< 'dli* i"., i I io ( i in o >r; i,) v hii.li and < J‘ thu wall ar-' ho t.Miml ir tl " 
day l»H a lot V ho riphl. h a n k ' d  tho l l m r ^ n  JSfufivo Ti-ditioi > du !'ot'
!i' / i f '  .I < «i 'ho .if/' l i t '  v. ill, ini' Moinn iiiftn liinl ion i* jAivnn in i M-"
tl ■/ r Oi'tvulnlo d y ho tio 1 clh it, to hi tho buumlary bulwruii l,inii und
Jd'fcti.
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Persians had bribed the Turcomans of other “ A h ls ” to shoot 
us from the cover ol the reeds.

1 1th August. — The heat was insupportable, and when, at 2 
p.jr., I had completed my survey, I took refuge m the Ahl, 
and was received in a very friendly manner by Powlat A h  
Khan and Nazar Margan. K iat told me that t he W liite 
Hill,” called in Turkish Ak-Tapa, had originally gone by 
the name of “  A k  Bnrtlain,” derived from a swamp grass 
known in Russian also as Bartlain.

There is a spring in a cleft on this hill, from which 
spouts a jet of salt water with great noise.

17th' August.— Kiat, Powlat A li Khan, and hojam Kuli 
Boy (another of the Chiefs) now assembled on board the 
corvette, but Mirza Khan and Tagan Kolij Khan did not put 
in an appearance. They sent us a message telling us to vuiit 
for them, but I believe they only wanted an opportunity 
when their coming would not excite the suspicion of the 
Persians,— a consideration which was always prosent in their 
minds. But Ponomarev would not wait for them. Ho 
proposed to the three Chiefs that they should send Kiat 
as Envoy to the Russian Governor in Georgia, giving him 
letters of credit and the powers of a plenipotentiary. They 
received this proposal with great satisfaction, and desired 
to gain the acquiescence of all the ciders, and indeed the Cazi, 
himself, their spiritual Ruler, who, according to what they 
said, would appear to be tho head of the tribe of "V omud.
K iat undertook to bring the consent of the other l in coman 
Chiefs of the Yomud tribe within four days, so we determined 
to put him ashore, and then to proceed to Ilassan Kuli and 
await his return at that place. fhen we were to go to the 
Bay of lvrasnavoda, lying by the Balkan, and gut the C hiefs 
of that district to subscribe to the above-mentioned Jotters, 
and after that we were to make arrangements for 1113 journey 
to Khiva.

The dignity of the Khans is not hereditary; I bey arc 
appointed by tho Persians, and the people obev them from a 
iveard for (heir superior wisdom or virtui -. All are free, and 
no Turcoman is the slave ol another. I bo lit Id . are tilled 
l\v slaves, whom they either purchase or capture.

The power of die Ale Sakhkuli (lit., "b ite  beard:.1. or 
bead v <|, j,.|;, elected by the peoph , a ppears to lie :.; r< ill or (ban 
that ol Khans, ainl the i« •oion is herodiiarv so long as
tin sm c i . y  ijiudilii itioiiR inspire contidenee.
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AV r i  4 August. I went ashore, and took leave of Dowlat 
%  1 X 1?’ w*10 f°r tho fourth time offered me the present
M a stallion, which, however, I had to reject, because I could 
not take him with me. Then I returned with Kolij Be"- and 
a relation of K iat s to the corvette, which had already weighed 
anclior. \\ e distributed presents among them, and learned from 
via. s relation that the Turcomans on the Persian frontier ac­

knowledge the sway of the Persians, whilst those on the 
X rek and farther north, do not recognize their autho-
iit} Un the whole, it is impossible to say of this people who 
is their real Ruler. W e landed K iat’s cousin, and directed 
him to go at once to Hassan Kuli, and let the K iat know of 
our shortly-to-be-expected arrival.

 ̂urcomans have no decided or earnest character and 
none of that love of justice which characterizes the Caucasian 
type.

. miserable race is devoid of all ideas of hospitality.
Ihe.r only thought is money, and for a trifle they are pre- 
1 pared for any baseness. They have no idea of obedience or 
discipline, but if a clever and enterprising individual starts up, 
they acknowledge him as their head without cpieetioning his 
right to the post. Sultan Khan’s case is one in point. They 
aie equally devoid of public spirit and of modesty. A  man 
calls himself a Chief or an elder only to make something by 
it, and his neighbour forthwith adopts a higher title to spite 
him, such as Ale Sakkal, &c. The language of tho Turcomans 
is Turkish, and their dialect resembles that spoken in Kasnn.
None of them, except the priests (Mullas), can read or write.
They are Mahomedans and followers of Omar.

Although strict in observing religious ceremonies and in 
[•raying at the proscribed hours, they arc totally ignorant of 
the first principles of tlioir faith. ‘ Physically they are a 
fine race, tall and broad shouldered. They wear a short 
b> aril, and greatly resemble tho ( ahuuck- in their features.
I hey dross a f t e r  flic Persian fashion. The women dress 
Ib ir hair with gloat care, and attach a number of jingling 
-dvvi <mw yaws to the plaits behind, If 1 happened to 
tiny unexpected into un Aid, I would lind thorn in the 

simple i attire, hut before l left they would all lie sitting i ■>
Ik ni el' tlioir houses, droused in their very be-t. These rc- 
marl apply only to t.ln Turcomans o f  the "  Silver Hill," "h o  
I '1'., .• • • 111ir<■<| i ’oi-ian milliner- and eiistoms to a "'iT.iiu
ovleiit. Min \'iirtliorn I'lireoniuns dillir IVoni (lie 11 tribes 
i "iisiilornbly, \Vt arrived in tlu cm votte before1 dii,. .in
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Kadi, but on account of shoals had to keep out to sea, so far 
that the land was invisible to the naked eye. \\ ith the teles­
cope avc descried a number of 1 urcoinan ciaft. Hie latitude 
Avas here ascertained to be 37° 27 51 .

27th August.— Ponomarev and I now Avent ashore with 
a quantity of presents. It took us two hours to reach land, 
and wo had hardly done so, when such a breeze sprang up 
from the seaward that avc could not regain the coi vette until 
the 31st.

On account of the slialloAV Avater avc could not bring our 
boat nearer than 600 yards from land. K iat came to meet 
us, with all the inhabitants of the Aid, and we found a Kibitk 
prepared for our especial residence and provided with hand­
some carpets. There arc 150 Kibitks m Hassan Kuli. boat­
building is carried on here to a certain extent timber being 
brought for the purpose from the Silver Hill district. 1 
found the remains of an old redoubt, built years before by 
Kiat as a safeguard against the attacks of the Ivuklas, \\bo, it 
appears, are much dreaded by tlio \ omuds.

The name of Hassan K uli is derived from that of the 
founder of this tribe, who settled here in ancient times. This 
strip of land Avas then an island, but in these days it is con­
nected with the main land on the north side, and forms a 
peninsula, separated from the land on its east side by an arm 
of the sea, 11 miles long by five and a half broad, both this 
estuary and the peninsula run due north and south. The 
peninsula is only 1,600 feet across and four miles long. 
Opposite the Aid, E. S. E., ou the other siilo of the estuary, 
the little river Atrek falls into the sea. On its banks there 
are many Yurts of Turcomans belonging to this same "S omud 
tribe, arid the inhabitants of Hassan kuli depend on it for 
their supply of fresh water. Kiat took great pains to amuse 
us with Turcoman sports. These consisted in shooting at a 
mark both with guns and bows and arrows, wrestling, and 
running races, and the competitors were incited to do their 
utmost by the money Avhich Ponomarev dealt out with no 
sparing hand. Their fire-arms are most inferior, and tin n 
powder has no strength. llu y  seldom hit the mark. Some 
of (lie competitors Were voink dully well d i e s - e d  Tin trilm 
leads a pretty lazy life, and it mav therefore he assumed that, 
they derive a large profit from the one trade lin y oiigagt in, 
ii.., currying ha and salt l*> tin IVrsinn market, l i n y
annually d'spoBO of about I'ud- (l> --imii) ol tin s,
articles. Tliis trade belong.* men particularly llieTmco 
ma ns dw* lling round the Ib-.v <■ ( lldkan, who procure both
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IShah?^ f nd naphtha from the Naphtha Island, but the
Im.l t , l v  ° f  Hassan K uli Purchase their stock from them,
I f ifn  u l  <lt a S°0(l Pr°hf t°  P ersia; hence the circumstance
V ™  > - r P°SS9ssmg so lavSc a number of boats (Kirshimes).
nPS  taJr ?arPets are manufactured at Hassan K uli ; the
J X ®  a? ’-im hn tj clever workmen on the whole. Their silver-
fm flif \ a lli so t̂s1 of medallions and coins, which servo
s V f  l  di)rnmei lt ° f  the Women' Their musical instrument is a two-strmged guitar.

the A la j drand &mze their flocks and herds on
lio i ,  A tl’ek and, GlurSen- Prom the insufficiency of
Ibie theJ  are ob% ed to draw to a consider­
able extent on Persia lor gram. On the peninsula itself
water-melons are the only vegetables that thrive. The yearly 
take of fish has for some time back been reduced to a half of 
what it used to lie. In winter they catch many swans, uti- 
izing only the down. On the coast snipe or wood-cock 

always abound (called by the people “ Jiluk ” and Kunkaitak)
On the steppes and the reedy banks of the A trek wolves arc 
to be met with also foxes, wild goats ( “  Jairan ” ), wild pig, 
jackals, &c. the wind almost invariably blows on to the 
, . ,°.ro> which renders communication difficult. It is very 

desirable that the Hassan Kuli estuary should bo carefully 
surveyed and sounded. A t  present one cannot assume that 
largo vessels could find an anchorage in it, although light 
craft probably could. The following are some of the princi­
pal Chiefs of Hassan Kuli :— 11-Mahomed, Khan Haldi,
1 fowl at A li, and wo may add the name of Kiat. There are 
others who are on bad terms with Kiat, so the Aid is 
divided into two factions, ol which Kiat’s is at present the 
stronger.

~'t/i August. -Towards evening Petrovitsh arrived 
Itoni the Atrek River, whither he had proceeded Hie day 
before, and brought, with him the Cazi and Kojum Kuli Hey, 
who are much respected by the Turcomans. Although tin 
Ca/.i wa very young, they paid the greatest deference to 
bun, because lie had inherited the dignity from his father, 
who had commanded universal confidence. We soon won 
him over by present-,. I In: necessary documents had now 
In-. ii mihnei iIh .I to hy the jiriucijial (,'hiels, hut Ponomarev 
1111 ' b 1 r' - I 1 h:11 K 1.11, slum Id j.... I i 11 t'.'i v. - I o on i («overt)-

11,1 111 ''V tbo vote, of all 1-he I ..........no-. I.lo acoordingly
a win! led all the ( hie1 . Iiefon tile < izi and Kiat., and the
bht' r w •' * 11 • -1'•<I , nt  ■/. lor tin |>o .i el Anil'.ihsadia

' e°^ ix
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B u t K i a t  t o o k  offence because we had made out the list oi 
* notable Turcomans without consulting him, and because _

had given presents to Meer Said, Haji Mahomed, and lam ai 
Kulig  whoPhad been made “ Sirdars” for their valour), and 
he was the more irritated because, as it seemed, lie lac 
previously promised presents to several individuals on 
his own account (who were now disappointed). Ho 
accordingly wanted to make us feel his displeasuie and ex 
perfenceM e influence he held over the others nnd therefore 
persuaded his adherents, Il-Mahomed and Khan Haldi, tr 
accept nothing from us, and to avoid coming near us even 
W e soon, however, pacified him by mtnnat.ng that we woMd 
not give any more rewards without lus consent. M am 
one of the Chiefs rejected his present, as being of toe. littfe 
value. Ponomarev gave lam a fresh one, but when the ct 
saw this, they also all demanded more costly gifts, and e\en 
a ragged Mulla had the presumption to return lus portion to 
us with signs of displeasure. Ponomarev now lost pat.ei.ee, 
and abused them roundly. That turned out to bo the tjj c 
way of restoring order, for tranquillity re appeared ill the
A id directly.

30th Aviu.st.-~When the wind fell a little wo started 
back to the corvette, and got on board after a tour hours 
sail Kiat alone came with us, for he would permit no one 
to accompany him and share his pretended labours, probably 
from dread lest he should lose for lumself some portion ol 
tho rewards and distinctions which he looked forward to trom 
our Government.

‘6\st Aviust.— We weighed anchor, but had to spend 
the day in tacking backwards and forwards. Kiat "dorms me 
that the Turcomans dwelling to the south ol the Ma.v of 
Balkan, both along Urn coast and in tho inferior of the steppe, 
are divided into three tribee, <•/... Yornuds, lakkas, and Kuok- 
Ians. The lust named tribe (Ku.klan) is distinguished bn 
its predatory habits, and x. ill often fall u i k .ii the V oi.mds 
themselves and carry oil' tln-ir property. I lu w (wo mb, i 
him', consequently, been at war for a long time, having enjoyed 
peace only during Sultan Khaim days, jin l"'- 'n o n  
Takkus were quelled by th" Kl.ft.i ol Khiva ... IM.l, ml,. ,, 
i*,.. marched through their ton ito.n against the I ei ' - >nHi
ai.. army of 30,000 men. The name N mimd "  domed «• - 
a p,,Inarch of tint name, win• had throe vein e I he In I 
him \\n .sole1 ,1 uni and Sliarah, the " 1 olid • •*»!. him
Ivujuk and the third JJ.iir.im Shall. Prom those lour .... .



-  sprang the four chief clans of the Yom ud tribe, each clan
.l'.^in?-U1S l lng \tself! by  tlle namo of its founder. These four * 

a , s °Sethcr in the closest bonds of union, and afford 
each other mutual protection. The first and second (Juni 
and bharab) are particularly remarkable for the closeness 
o their relations. These two tribes number about 15,000 
S',m\ !es’ tlurtJ (Kujuk) 8,000, and the fourth (Bairain 
’“, 7  -T!000- A s  Just mentioned, these clans are closely
a m with one another, but the Bairain Shah clan has an 
t t t a u o i u  «U»ao» With Khiva. Each clan has its parti-
irit, V Uw t ainA n .°Ja“ 1 K uli B oy tile Chief of the Sharab 
tube, but the Cazi is Mahomed Tilgan.

This individual stands high in the eyes of the Yomuds, 
partly by reason of lus ancient family, and partly because his 
forefathers have always filled the office. The Yomuds graze 
their herds in summer on the banks of the A trck and Giur- 
g e n ; m winter they inhabit the country about the Ak-Tapa 
and further in the interior. The Chief of the Junis is Nadir 
K han; he lives in A tta  Bai, where also dwells the Cazi by 
name Dowlat Murad. The Kujuk Chieftain is A na Wardi 
l\han, but he has fled to Khiva. The Cazi of this clan is 
d'-ad, and no successor has been appointed to his office. The 
Bairain Shall Chief is Mang A li Sirdar ; he also, with many of 
hlB dan, has fled to Khiva.

Tn time of need the tribe of Yomud cun place 30,000 
men m the field, but hardly a thousand of those arc properly 
armed. I askedKiatabout the G ulf of KarabogasB, which is 
said to absorb the wafers of the Caspian, and he assured me 
fhat that was the belief of the Turcomans.

Js« September.- -To-day we were becalmed, and had to 
anchor opposite t ho Green Hill. The latter is conical in form, 
and has three times the diameter at the lm a: that it has uf 
tla summit. Timm in a chasm on this hill similar to (bat 
on tile A k-1 apa (V\ bite 11 ill), from which salt water ii thrown 
up having a very pungent smell. The Turcomans call the 
Green llill ‘‘ Bartln.uk or “ llius Bartl&uk,’ t.c. sky-blue. j\  
little to the south of this hill, and quite by the sea side, there 
■ nude an old niowpn called “  Muma K uss, ” or Maiden's 
breast. I'mm flu .Silver Jiill to lln- nn Kuli the distance is 
3 3 miles; from llns'-im Kuli to \kTnpu (White llill) 20 
m ile -  ; ami from the latter to tin Green llill 25 and a lin'd’ 
miles.

2 n</ St p h  inl/rr. I'owniul-I I..... .. \» c :-.|..;liled N n ’. ’ l i lh n
I' I ‘ ‘id the Inland of Agurchin \\ i- • m enr larhonrd, But we
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could not distinguish it by reason of its low beach and the 
* distance which intervened. I found the latitude to be 39 

10' 20" N. at the entrance to the bay south-east oi IN aphtha 
Island. The latter island as well as the before-mentioned 
hills to the eastward have the appearance at a distance of great 
yellow heigths. In Count Yoinovitsli s work, quoted before, 
those islands are very well and exhaustively described and then 
position correctly given in the appended map. I n those days 
Dervish was still a separate island, lying southward of Naphtha 
Island Point, but for 15 years it has formed one with the latter, 
probably owing to volcanic agency. In the afternoon we an­
chored about live miles from the A h l on the south side of 
Naphtha Island. Ponomarev and I visited the Ahl, which, 
however, consists of only 15 Kibitks (families), who have been 
settlers here for long. rih c  people support themselves by 
traffic in naphtha and salt, which they sell to the Tui eomans 
of Hassan Kuli and the Silver Hill district. _ the naphtha 
springs lie on the other side o f the island, which is also in­
habited. The islanders say that, all told, they may aggregate 
100 families. They all belong to (lie Sharab tribe. The 
island possesses only four wells, the water oi which is pretty 
.rood, but slightly brackish.

In the middle of Naphtha Island there are several patches 
of pasture land, which support camels and sheep, but the 
people have no horned cattle. A n insignificant wood supplies 
sufficient fuel for the winter, which, according to them, is very 
rigorous here. The landmg-placc by the A h l affords good 
shelter to (lie Turcomans’ small craft, as it is protected by a 
tongue of land running parallel to the cast shore. In the 
roads large ships can lie in perfect security, a- there arc good 
anchorages everywhere. Some of the islanderr remembered 
Count V oinovitsh (as tar back us 17812), whom they s|y|, d 
“ Count K him.”

3rd Srplrvibt —  At daybreak we weighed anchor and 
steered S. S. \V. for the trait between the islands of Den ish 
and Agurchin or Aidak.

The depth o f  water was very varying. As we had in 
adverse wind night overtook us before we had made inn li 
wav,  so we anchored opposite .Agurchin. We observed ( 
pi liar on the north side of the island, which, aeon-ding to K m ;. 
run -istcd o f  four trees, tan li .1 • loot high, ti. I togri her, and 
had hi mi erected 10 years In fnu> to the memory of a. I ten ish 
whi> once dwell Inn and had undo (In pilgrimage (o Mooea. 
I'h, i- now (.ho I'urcoman burial plmv. -i11<I th liiomnm ni
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moi^A of a uUlde f?r .PeoPle coming from a distance. In sum- _ 
vv, c ^ r hllU W+1C-bi UmU!iabitcd’ save b.Y docks of sheep,
occunvgti ee aibOUi eh?pherds- In winter a few families ,,
th0U ( Lslaud> wblch oontiuns no fresh water whatever, so
w4> «lr \ ar° ?0nafcrame.d to, make use of the frozen sea- 
Tho w l ‘h’ °',1 beC01T b" 1Ce' oses a11 acrid and salt taste, 

f  r t r 1?  18 S,lH,ClCnt for a11 requirements in the way 
wild ir  Jah e i l .irc°raa°s assert that, in summertime here, the
watm D f™m tW° to three months without
t nJ'lw o l  - h^ CU}  l 0 glVG Credence to this, although one
l -  ter in the11'’ ' ‘T  •* neither a droP of salfc or fresh
rnim«ls»11th in -eIL0-r- * / S lfc not’ then« Probable that these animals allay their thirst by means of the morning dew, which
8 freV f t l y  very heavy m this place? Our original intention 
vias to have passed through the strait dividing Dervish and 
Aguichin, but this Was frustrated by the insufficient depth of 
water, so wc resolved to round Agurcliin to the southward.

G</r September. W c now steered for the Gulf of Kras- 
navoda, and anchored in 11 fathoms at a distance of eight 
and a halt miles from Naphtha Island.

da>' brokc the Krasnavoda Mountains were in sight. W e weighed anchor, but were im­
mediately assailed by a violent gale from the oast, which 
drove us iar out to sea.

Sth September.— We ran into the sound between the 
,VT,U 01 Krasnavoda and Naphtha Island, and tnodo out the 

rW  « *° c;dl(;d from It* highest peak, which starts up 
abruptly from the eastern aide of the bay. This mountain 
chain extends all round the hay. The wind did not permit 
us at first to go along the western shore, 80 as to let me land 
a tim Oog rock, from which point Kiat recommended I
should start lor Kluva, and \v<; only arrived off it by even­
ing Count Voinovitsli’s narrative, in general very correct 
makes out that there is a Band-bank 1,ore covered in some 
)> >y only two loot of water, but this is not now the case, 
loi we Guild a depth of over :j fathoms right up to the bench 
I um .JiHcepaney is probably due to the same earthquake 
vvhieh eonviatod Cliefoken (Nnj.htlm Island) and Dervish into 
•an- I- ,n<l. 'I bo mountains on the northern shore of the Hay 
• t ballon, present a yellowish app.-arnneo, and conspicuous 
u," OHK thoui Rlc twt» rocky heights of a perfoobh blank

u a h  September ~ In the forenoon w.- entered the Hay 
K illsna v o.la, ami nielioied I ,A'<11 >ltr,| Irom I.mkI i,, t|,,
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^ iathoms. A ll  along the coast there are pasture lands and 
springs o f fresh water, just like on Krasnavoda I omt, which 
has an abundance of excellent drinking water. .Lins promon­
tory afforded us protection from the violence of the sea, like a 
breakwater. The northern shore ot the Balkan B ay is lofty, 
and consists partly of high rocks. * On the tongue of hand 
there are several Yurts, and a population of about o0 Tur­
coman families ; it is nine miles in length by three across. A s  
ships find a secure harbour in this bay, it seemed better adap e 
for the site of our projected fort than any of the places we 
had hitherto examined. The necessary wood is obtainable 
from Cheleken and Darji, and, indeed, the inhabitants assert 
that timber is to be found on the heights of the Balkan 
range also. On arrival we immediately sent K iat ashore to 
get hold of somebody who would accompany me on my 
journey to Khiva ; we then landed in a body, and refreshed 
ourselves at a well hewn out of the rock.

12th September.— At daybreak I landed, and, going with 
my gun into the hills, succeeded in making a lair bag ot snipe.
The hills which here form the coast line are very steep, and 
consist of masses of a friable rock, which crumbles undei the 
foot, rendering one’s ascent by no means easy.  ̂ 1’ rom the 
heights one has a glorious and extensive view of the whole* 
country round. Our ship lay at anchor opposite a cape ; the 
latter is intersected by two rocky ridges, not very lofty, 
between which runs a level valley south-eastwards to the sea 
and south-westwards to the Krasimvoda promontory. On the 
other side of this valley there is a rocky declivity, forming the 
boundary to the mighty .steppe stretching away toward- lvlu\a.

14th September.— The most eminent Chiefs ot the Tur­
comans inhabiting the shores of the Bay of Balkan now 
assembled on board the corvette. I hose were Alulla kaio,
Hakim A li Bev, Meer Said (from Unssan Kuli), N iyu  
Bulad Bey, Mahomed Mizaz Margan, 'Pagan Niyaz, and 
K yal Yarshik, the owner of the well opposite to where we 
anchored. They stayed on hoard all day, and only left us 
late in the evening. Ponomarev and I went ashore and gave 
the Chiefs an onlei tainim at, which they vnunid by .showing 
\ih some wrestling, shooting, and the like. No businoy \\ e. 
dune with the Chiefs on this day , only Kiat cNorted himself 
in cudeii '-ours to l.ring them m io I lie humour to me. pi oiii 
proposals. He named a trustworthy man, my “ Jiimdai

* tiuiAVudur ( 1 ■
165117 '
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to Khiva, but the individual himself would not agree, so K iat 
sent for another man, by name Said, who arrived on the 
following day.

15 th <S' ep t era her. — To- d ay K iat re-appeared on board the 
corvette with all the Chiefs, who, by way of signing the 
agreement, smudged their fingers with inlc and smeared them 
on the paper. Mulla Kaib at the same time confirmed and 
ratified their joint consent, whereupon the allotted presents 
were distributed among them.

Meanwhile I was making terms with Said, who was 
willing to start for Khiva on the 21st September (according 
to their reckoning the 12th of the month “ Sulhaji”). He 
agreed to take me to my destination and to bring me back 
for 40 ducats, whereupon I advanced him half of that sum 
as a “  handsel.”

17th September.— I went on shore to purchase a horse 
for the Khiva trip. They brought me, however, such a 
wretched animal, old and small, that I would hardly have 
given two ducats for i t ; still they had the effrontery to ask 
me 20. I therefore determined to do without a horse alto­
gether, and to make the long journey on a camel instead.

hS )1 , (fiT
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Journey «o Khiva and stay in that Khanate.

1 7a, Septem ber—  I was now ready for the journey to 
K liiv C  amf set out on it, fun.ishe.l with two et 
lvhan— one from the Governor-General, A lexis Fetiovitsn 
Jerrualof the other from Major Ponomarev. 1 he contents o
the former were as f o l l o w s  The Govel'’‘° ^ V o m v m ^  
and Georgia, provinces of the world-renowned o t pirnulul,
and most prosperous Russian nation, am 0 ' to the
tants of the country from the shores of the Black ^ a  tot^ e 
borders of the Caspian, tenders friendliest gioetin^J . « J 
Highness the illustrious Ruler of the P ™ .  
wishes him long life and much happiness He lia3 ^ “° ^  
to intimate tlmt by means of the trade which bungs the 
people of Khiva to Astraccan he has for long boonaMUamtod 
with His Highness’ subjects, members ot a moo biilhui y 
famous not only for valour, but also lor magnanimity and a 
noble intellect. " Much rejoicing, moreover, at the w uh - 1»>' •“ 
ing fama of Hh. High,mss’ great Worth, deep Wisdom, an< 
distinguished virtues the un&rsigjed yearns earnest! m 
more ultimate acquaintance with His Highness, and longs to 
establish friendly relations with that august ;
wherefore, as a consequence of tins address, indited m n horn 
favoured by Heaven, in that it opens the gate ot 1" c"dbhip 
and harmony between us, lie cherishes i n p 1 'J .
in future, bv virtue of tliese sentiment* and thou lecjp.outy 
on tl,e part of tlis Highness and ll.s bghno.ss h«I o  , tho 
happy path shall be opened up by which ihc gich advmi gm 
of Russian trade may he enjoyed mul Hemal peace and m l.v 
be founded on genuine fanh and loyalty between tlu, twe 
nations.

“ The b e a r e r  of this, who has also been charged with 
verbal messages bv tie h i m lo.xigned, will hav. tl" bonor ! "  ' 
uoimlly to asaurt ills Ll.gl.m -  ‘"-w d-sirou* the unde-ague,I 
is to make up a lair bouquet of mutual a)bom- Inn  
garden of friendship with His Highness, which -  -
|U) lirmlv bound together bv an uninterrupted p. a. < • "  « 1
forth,a  lie (lie b o a r d 's  duty to rep,at, hm return. U rn  >•••. ■
tioii tlnd shall haw been *,erded him. ami the ^nlum-m.
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His Highness, so that the undersigned may 
'v * ~le ,lsj have the pleasure, nest year also, of sending 

emoy with friendly tokens, and charged with the assurance 
ot deepest regard.

In conclusion, he prays that God may lengthen His 
•, e 'ghness days, and bless him with glory and pros- 

wisher H<3 haS thC h°n0r t0 be His Highness’ obedient well-

“ Jermalop,

“ General o f  Infantry. ”

Copy of Major Ponomarev's letter.
“  Long life to the serene, illustrious, and renowned Gov­

ernor of the province of Khiva.

and r t J S l"  J?etrov,itsh. Jennulof, Governor of Astraccan and Georgia, dependencies of the mighty and prosperous
S e  BuSik S ,,,re’ T il R r!er0Ver T  the races dwelling between

T aiandi T  CasV,f n> being desirous of establish - 
t k  r n J f lT l  ielations with the Turcoman inhabitants of 
ho Caspian shores, has sent me to that people. These rela­

tions will be all the more firmly established if your Excel] en- 
ey entertain ideas on the subject similar to those of our Gov­
ernor -General, then the people, who are most deserving of 
protection from both sides, shall indeed be blest, and thi/end 
will be the easier attained if your Highness’ subjects receive 
your permission to carry their merchandize through the 
luvooman territory down to the Bay of Balkan, whither also 
the Russian traders will repair. By this course the caravans 
wil reach A:drac<^n in aslK.rtor time, and will enjoy immu­
nity rum the robberies and extortions of the Kirgis Kazaks 
whe h they have now so often to submit to on their journey 
through the country of that tribe. J y

, I T V UJ HuT r n nT (m ,]lavin-  ‘W hmg been acquainted 
" Jl ,,lva’ ,a,*d friendship having always existed betwoi n the 

two powers It s e e m e d  cpeihent to the Governor-General to 
■ e id .Nicholas Muraviev n« ainlmssador to your serene fligh- 
Iiess 1 1 1  order to d d a re  the deep respect which ho onterl.ains 
or you, h e  ,llustrir.ua ItuJor of the Ivhiva Khanate. At 

’ ’ l"*° <•>“ »• fhe envoy is commissioned to discuss by word
"! ‘ b suialiy mailers with you. Highness. With much
V ' '1" f ' d i m t o i .  to 11 1. l i e  envm , and whilst I e x p r e s s

lluo-rd, him in;, piofound rer|, r( f„, your Highness, I am

' Gov \

f f S j j l  , , ,  ( f i l
y  m c r a m e v s  v is i t  t o  t h e  Tu r c o m a n  i n h a b i t a n t s  O - L i



at the same time animated by the sincere desire that during 
the auspicious days of your illustrious reign our mutual 
friendly relations may be more firmly bound together by a 
garland of roses which shall never fade, and may be celebrated 
in the thrilling' song of melodious nightingales from the 
kingdom of consolation and heavenly joy.

“  I have the honor to be,
“ Your Highness’ most obedient servant.

“  P onomarev, Major. ”

18th September.— I passed this night in one of two 
Kibitks on the shore with the elder Kyal Yarshik Sufi : our 
chaplain, Lieutenant Linitzki, and Midshipman Juriev, accom­
panied me.

1 9 th September.— On this day I commenced my journey, 
and left the sea-coast behind me. My guide Said, who lived by 
the spring of Suji Kabil, had sent me 4 camels by one of his 
relatives, named Abul Hossein, and with these and two 
horses in addition 1 struck into the steppe. 1 had only my 
servant and Petrovitsh, the interpreter, with me, but I  made 
up for the deficiency in men by a good gun, a pair of pistols, 
and a large dagger, all of which I never had off my 
person once during the entire journey. Petrovitsh was 
always roady ’and willing, faithful to me and of good heart.
His outward man was certainly not prepossessing, but ho 
often cheered mo, even in the most gloomy moments, by 
his comical humour. Kiat and Takan Niyaz accompanied 
me to Said’s dwelling-place. When I reached the summit 
of the mountain range forming the coast line of the Ik.v 
of Balkan, the gn at steppe through which ran my path 
lay at my feet, a vast sandv fiat with -canty patches of 
bush here and there. There are some salt water springs 
not far from the coast, round which the Turcoman t have 
sot up their  ̂ arts.

Nowhere does vegetation or grass moot the eye, and 
nevertheless herds o f  camels and sheep wander all about,  
feeding on the dry bushes with which the steppe i.i thinly 
studded. The careless and inert Turcomans buy their noecs 
Miuy grain in Astra had <u Khiva, living for tie re I ontiiely 
on camel’s milk. Plundering is their only trade They way 
lav iTvsiun tr.i w. Hors at. .V -lr.il .id and -ill them :r. .law-

6(s)l (si
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m Khiva, often for very high sums. Here T mA* ^  
my acquamiance Mulla Kaib, and was entertained w ithe aniens 
milk. Further along the road I came to m .t,™  i i f  , 
eel by SOme insignificant hills, belonging nrobaUv to^tho 
Balkan range. Before evening I reached Said’s nl '̂ i un • 

?'T("O b a ”) is inhabited by T u r f o ^ s h f  g f  
family, who are descended from Jafir Bey a vinn nf  tl 
Sharab clan (Yoinuds and one of the two princiml T„ * 
tribes). These Turcoman races are scattereT o^J [he whoh 
of the steppe from the Caspian Sea to well nigh the Cbine^ 
frontier. They are split into numerous small septs each 
having a Chief of its own selection, whose orders are obeyed 
or, rather, who commands deference by reason of his am ’ 
his past plundering exploits, or his wealth. The “ Oba ” 
K abil contains about 50 dwelling-places and three springs of 
good fresh water. It is 17 miles eastwards from the sea* I 
put up with Said, who treated me most cordially,

20th September. —This whole day 1 had to pass in Suji 
Kabil, for the Mu 1 his declared that we must not start until 
the 21st, which they considered to be an auspicious day, and 
all endeavours to get my guides away were, consequently, 
futile. Afterwards I discovered that the elder of the Kalta 
tribes had been anxious to persuade Said into not accompany­
ing me. The cause of this was his friendship for Hakim 
All Bey, the elder of the Kirind Sink tribe, whose brother 
had at first offered to Accompany me for 100 ducats, instead 
of which 1 had closed with Said for 40. In spite of all the 
means ol persuasion employed, Said remained true to his word, 
and, contrary to the expectation of all his friends, he received 
my into Ins house. This unusual behaviour, so antagonistic 
to the mean principles on which the Turcomans frame their 
actions, as a rule, w a s  due to tin Offices of Iviat., who 
availed himsell of his personal influence to help me, in 
the hope that ho might forward bis own ends with our 
Government on my safe return. I:Lo had therefore talked 
over Said into accompanying me, and directly after my 
arrival at Suji Kabil, lie twice visited the before-mentioned 
el der  in his Yurt. [n considering his character, Said is 
one of the best Turcomans F ever knew. His manners 
were,  indeed, rough and uncouth, and ho was rather dull, 
but he was also firm, determined, and intrepid, a good 
horseman,  and r e no wne d tor bis plumb-ring raids into Persia. 
I l l  act ion - \s i i < olti'ii so e 'i ,1 idic'' ry, I fiat, one eoviliI
baldly conenivo them to emanate Iroiu one and llio amt:



person. W hen he was 1G years old he rode with his aged 
father into the field. On the third d a y s  journey from 
their Y u rt they suddenly came on a band of horsemen 
belongin'^ to the hostile tribe of fakka.

The father was well mounted, but the son h',(1jl s“ W  
nag. A s  there appeared no means of escape foe o l d  man 
dismounted, and, handing o v e r  Ins hoi se o jo  -s ’ ’
“ Said, I am old, and have lived long enough , thou art j°u n 0, 
and const maintain the family, save thyseIt. and »
for me I die here.” Said replied as he drew his sword 
wilt not save thyself, come o n ; wc shall die to g ^ e r a n d t h e  
children shall be orphans, for I am resolved to fight like a
man.” W ith these words he also sprang front his home. Time 
and the nearness of the enemy f o r b a d e  further dispute, so 
they sought safety in flight, and urged their horses until 
night fell and enabled them to elude their pui suers. \\ hen 
they reached home the father declared m presence of the 
whole tribe that his son far surpassed him m valour. found 
the character of these Turcomans of the desert much supe­
rior to that of the dwellers by the sea. and think this is due 
to the former not having experience of the knavery practised 
by the traders who annually bring their wares to the coast.
ICiat seized the opportunity now of asking motor gilts for 
Hakim A li Bey and Ana Durda, two Chiefs who were tvat el- 
ling with me to Khiva, but entirely on their own business.
Before starting T made some small presents to Saul s wife 
and the wives of the other men whom ho had lured to accom­
pany us.

I wrote a letter to Ponomarev from Suji Kabil.
Z l i - f  S e p t e m b e r .— A t  daybreak 1 left Suji Kabil, riding 

on a large and powerful camel, which 1 had great difficulty 
in sticking to when it mso to its feet- from the kneeling posture.
The caravan consisted o f  17 camels, belonging to four^differ­
ent individuals bonml for Khiva to buy grain. The principal 
personage among them was Said, the next his cousin, A lad 
ilossein, the third Kulji. and the last Ak Nafas. The whole 
team followed the leader ill a long string,1* each camel 
being tied to th# one in froni o f  him. After going on fat

* On tho lcMi'ling oatn il bit! F iJinvt, by Inrih u K urJ, » '"l furitiorly 
.x-.ur,- r.nlie,•'3 cpm-iiiji'I-. Shu imd lie - !■-> 1,. I.iut.% •1.1 ■ •••»'. "w "»im prove l.- r  lot l»W<ul bor UiniMir U> - "II li. r  in Ivlm-ii. n il  (..« ivln •<«> !•««
„, i l ,  li«v. .lie tbroulonwl to co. I >ieid«; no h« (W»vo In. U m i.hnilibl..
,v l i „ t  i hi w .. itmii  o n d i i i  nd on  (l.i> n ' i » l  l.’M h o U  f i t l y  in r»K- lo .l t l if r  
vmm  *liiv m i. I  n i g h t ■ Im r t l ly  «lo|»i wr i . nuvi, w h e n  w o  Jm K u U m i i u U  to m n  
i milt I >. cuul .f t i  Inn luiti jlur «  h>i-d Ac'.
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flip ^par^r" 6 1 towards noon, and united ourselves to
Ive Z ™ 7 ,  M , by Hakim A li BiV  . The forth™ inland 
nwimr + * ( ’ i 1-e lu?re our caravan increased in numbers
TurcLnn 0Un br  1agJ J°lnr i ever'y now and then by single 
thhd I T  t  llVe<i,by t le skle of road, so that by the 
nortfonYf +TheIJ We f° Und ourselves in the perfectly barren 
like ooof  ah01steppf- ° ur numbers had swollen to something
Ali Bov Tit -TVi° men' . T h c  quarrel between Hakim Aii -Bey and Said did not affect me. We rode amrt and
took up our night quarters in separate places, My caravan

S5.TS , r l ” * * *>  Hak,m Ali d r  stm‘tedwith the intention ol robbing us. he was certainly only deter- 
red by fear of our superior weapons. He never greeted me 
but would sit apart with lus companions before his fire, talking 
contemptuously of us ; nevertheless on one occasion I managed 
to alienate some of lus people through the medium of tea "for 
which all Turcomans have a passion. Perhaps an additional 
motive lor Hakim A h  Bey's avoiding me lay in his dread ’of 
an unfavourable reception from the Khan of Khiva on my 
account. Whatever the cause may have been, I never was 
off my guard, and never laid aside my arms once during the 
16 days and nights we were in the steppe.

In the afternoon we reached a small eminence called 
Kasil Aiyag, which is probably an offshoot from the Balkan 
chain. W e pursued our way 17 miles further, then halted for 
the night, having to our left rear the Yurts clustered round 
the Siulman well. During the whole journey J suffered less 
from the unpleasant jolting and the unaccustomed ride on 
camel-hack than from the terrible ennui, for 1 found myself 
alone without a soul to talk to. The heat was great, but not 
intolerable. The steppe presented a most dreary aspect, a 
very picture of death, or depopulation caused by some mighty 
convulsion of nature. Not an object- betrayed signs of life ; 
no grass nor verdure refreshed the eye : only here and there a 
stunted patch of bush struggled for existence in the sand.
J lien to add to my depression came thoughts of the distance 
between me and my borne, and of the risk 1 ran of falling 
into captivity and perpetual slavery. Dreadful pictures 
which haunted me throughout the whole journey ! I was 
dressal lil<o a Turcoman, and went by the Turkish name 
o( Murad Beg, which saved me from much inquisitive ques­
tioning, for, although all the caravan people knew who I really 
w a s ,  | was always taken for a Turcoman of the .lalir Bey 
tribe by the strangers w«- met - < lOtilr. (fur course lay due

of ... v
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To-day’s eclipse of tlie moon lasted over an hour, and 
discomposed the Turcomans not a little.

They asked me the cause of the eclipse, declared that the 
moon was only darkened in this manner at the death of one 
of their Chiefs or elders, and suggested that the omen an red 
ill for our reception at Khiva, 1 now perceived that I must 
enlighten them as to their mistaken notions, and the case ot 
the wise man of old occurred to niy meinoiy, v  to on nsinni . 
occasion replied by throwing his cloak ow-i u. mac o o 
enquirer. I did this to Said, and asked him it he saw the fnc 
beaming before him ; on his saying no, 1 soug i o t XP aiu 1 , 
movements of the heavenly bodies and how one comes a - 
times to obscure the other. The Turcomans t i  no • nut ei 
stand me at first, as they thought I included all the stars, but 
at last it came homo to their comprehension, and they said—
“ Y e s ;  you are truly an Ambassador, a chosen man, ioi jo u  
are not only acquainted with the affairs of earth, but also 
know what is going on in the heavens.’ Their astonishment 
increased when I indicated to them which edge of the moon 
would first emerge from the shadow.

22nd September.— W e started at 1 a.m.; night cold, dew 
heavy. A fter going 20 miles wo arrived at dawn at the Siuli 
well, where there aro 20 Yurts. This well is 1.3 fathoms 
deep ; water nauseous, but drinkable. There is a large burial 
ground here. The grave-stones appear to me to be made of 
limestone : they arc fairly large, well cut, and ornamented 
to a certain extent. I am inclined to attribute their origin 
to the Turcomans. The inhabitants say that this cemetery 
is very old, and that the same kind of stone is to be found <ui 
the sea-coast. 1 wrote a second time to Ponomarev from ibis 
place, and entrusted the letter to Ashar Mahomed, a man 
who had accompanied me thus far. "W e continued our march 
for 11 miles further, always going duo oast, and then halted.
To our right appeared the Balkan range, on whoso slopes there 
is said to be good pasturage and water supply. V\ o certainly 
saw many horses grazing there.

23rd September.— A t  midnight wo resumod our course, 
and, after getting over 1 7  miles, arrived .at tin " ' l l  "I lhiiiuu- 
jum a little after sunrise. Tho well lies a little "It (lie rum.I 
to the right, and about 10 families graze their herds her*.
On tho road opposite Ibis pasturage there is another 
called Vass.ik Jam, which ( A n n a n  \ however, do imt: <t'«p at, u 
its water is brackish. Tho well <>l’ U.mmj un i 'hunted in a 
depression of tho ground, quite level uinl surrounded by hank i,

, I
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* *  < * .  u »
whole days n l 1 f  J had hardly closed my eyes for two 
whilp 1 *- niS ^ s I dismounted from my camel and

bCi!'.? fed' “M,k »*» » profound sleep! 
dree a f l 4, S " " d ^ se * “  . rounded by women and ch it
mind a litit T ^  ° /  “ a In ,°^er to divert my 

1 f  t lcd to lead, and this certainly did me wood
r T s ^ a n d t S o ” ? “  « * , * » * * -  waste- where “ n l/  the
an l served i£ n T nr moo» clailned ^  attention,
Avas no liowth o ?  ? ^ CaraiVan for rest or toil. There
d£tance&of fivu f T I  k? d ?n the extiuct lake bed. At the distance of five and J miles from Damurjam we called a halt
bat no grass was to be found here. This dem-h^Hon diV nlu
entail any suffering on our camels, and as we were told that
o u r t S r r V atGr f°r ™ T l ^  ™  ^leather bags at the Damurjam well. Here our caravan
received a fresh increase After two hours’ rest we Went on
-of miles fuithei in the direction E. N. E  + E  From
Damurjam I wrote to Ponomarev, enjoining him to keep a
sharp eye on the family of Hakim All Bey, who excited mv
u X t c " '  Efvh’t r0dd ‘?y  “ S * " * " ! *  < « r a »  bed of ad rietf Y i r b k  Eight indes froiu Dainurjain, to the right, we saw the 
\ uits by the well of Haroidan, the water of which is excep­
tionally good It is curious that the water all over this 
steppe should not be of the same quality, but so it is and 
cJo.se to salt water a perfectly fresh spring will often be struck, 
bevcral of the wells about here are 40 fathoms deco, and 
liavc their sides strengthened with beams, but the people 
cannot say who sank them. Before midnight we took the 
road again, and, having covered 23 miles, in the direction E 
by IS., halted before sunrise. After going about five miles 
we saw a great lake, Called by the Turcomans “ Kuli Dariva,” 
or A ji K.uyusi. It extends 07 miles from north to south, 
and is connected with the Gulf of Tvarabogass.

Tt appears that tliis great water is as little known to 
geographers as the Gulf o f  Karabogass, which has not yet 
been explored by any navigator from the evil reputation it 
bem v for whirlpools. Thu Turcomans take their craft, indeed, 
with perfect safety all along the shores o f  this gulf for the 
si al fi; bury, but they have never yet dared to enter tie 
m<*iv111 el (.Ini Kuli Dunya, and mention its name with mysto 
lieu- awe. Uiev say- - “ Why should wo venture up if? The 
mmicil.s all h Hi- to drink from it, tin it- waters arc hitter and 
di -nliy wh\ ii"t .won a fish lives in it. \wording to them

p
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K u li D ariya absorbs the waters of the Caspian, for the 
current from the latter into the Karabogass G u lfis 'e x tra o r­
dinarily strong. The Kuli D a r i y a  decreases m a ^ r y p a rk e d
manner, and traces of its former limits a a   ̂ 1 . belief
interior of the steppe. Its northern shore is lock} . A  be o 
obtains among the people that all birds flying across his lake 
are struck blind. Not far from the spot whore w ; halted a 
road runs on the loft band along the sale of the K lill D. 
to Manguslilak, and where the two roads “ t, wo saw 
a groat burial-place, with stones similar to * ■ » “  g  ;
Accordin'' to tlio inhabitants those are the tombs of some 
Y o m id  " wlm wore slain boro in ono of the K .rgis Kasaks
raids.

24th September.—  A t  sunrise we started, and halted after 
a stretch of 23 miles on nearly the highest point of the_Saie 
Baba range, running from north to south. c < 7 , ’
number of deep fissures and chasms formed prcDoit d  ̂ l .y tlio 
torrents which fall into the K uli Dariya. l  h s noiglibour^ 
hood is called Bahljarmgri. The road was of hnicstone, and 
in the most execrable state. For the first 11 miles it was a 
steady and gentle ascent, but the Saro Baba range was visible 
from much further off. W e suffered much at this nights 
haltiim-place, for a high wind drove the sand over us; the cold 
was very considerable, and we had difficulty m finding enough 
sticks to make a small fire with. Before midnight wo wove 
on the move again, and soon got down from the heights. 1 ho 
road is, indeed, very steep, but so regular as to resemble the 
handiwork of man instead of a natural track. On the high­
est point of this range there is ft mound called “ lvur, whore 
a strong wind always blows. Here stands a monument m 
honor of one of the Turcoman patriarchs by name A  r Sure 
Balm, l l i s  numerous descendants, a tribe formerly establish­
ed on the shores of the Bay of Balkan, have now settled m 
Bokhara. A r  Save Baba is said to have lived long ago, and 
to have been distinguished for Ids many virtue:- and groat 
learning. A s he wished to he buried on the summit near the 
jii-'h road, so that passers by w ght pray for him, bo gavo t 
mountain his own name. Hits monument consist* Ol « polo, to 
which are attached some coloured rags, and round it is a cairn 
of stones, stags’ antlers, and potsherds. The latter <4)m 
contributed by all passing Turcomans, e\on tlm-c win* "••‘-■ ng 
to other tribes. No one 1 ires to do.-cei.-ite I us t.ivi. i
close to the latter Micro i- an old burial-ground. Wo hnl 
scuru ly got down from this height when it '■ m. d a. it vu

•
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% "  inLiiildVt c u J Uitei a d*fercnt climato- The air was soft
™  not quTte d e X t ' o ?  •

^ a ° 2 0  T ^ 8 Our
S r o f t h e ^ o  ? St by n°rth- Not far the well,’ to die 

9- \ }  the ,road> w e saw some Y urts of the A tta  trihn

irises U’ T h e v ^ ff  ° f  when a d u r a b l e  opportunityarises. they differ from the other Turcomans very widely m
costume, and more particularly in feature ; indeed? their cus
toms and mode of living generally have little in common
S v + 1he otTher tribe®‘ . They cannot number more than 1 000 
K i ltks. In my opinion this tribe must be an offshoot from

TartarvaC< A t  Tm b. ^  k“  to us as• 1 7 ^’ , t  Tuar there are six wells of good water, but'tho
neighbourhood is barren, and, except just by the foot of
the mountain, we had not Been a Wade of grans, or a shrivelled
bush, the whole way. Not far from here there is a neat
stone monument in honor of Jaffir Bey, one of the former
V omud Chieftains, whose clan is the most warlike and numer­
ous of all; it boasts nearly 2,000 families, and maintains 
a certain pre-eminence among the other sections of the great 
tribes. M y guide Said belonged to this section, and seamed, 
like the other members of it, proud of his descent. There 
arc two roads from Tuar to K h iva; the natural one goes 
straight on, but it has two drawbacks, viz., it is not we* off 
i n water, and it runs nearer than could be desired to the
Y uits oi the I akka tribe, who are a most violent and imaeru- 
pulous set, always at war with their neighbours. .Raids from 
tho one side or the other are almost incessant, and the 
> omud caravans arc frequently plundered hy the Takkas 
although fho latter are also Turcomans. Tho scarcity of 
v; i.ier is in winter made up for by snow. In tho summer 
time caravans of horses only take this route. Tho other 
lr,,u< T'e “ II to flic left, and bends round to the north-east,
! '  " ' " " o ' -1' by two days (him the first mentioned one!
U ,j  1 '' 1 water-supply, and is less dangerous. Not-
v 1 “ 'landing the latter e , - i d o l  a t ion, Said loaded his firu- 
'mi1' 11 l' " “ ' :" 1 advi-ed me to do tile uune to mine.



W e rode nearly 34 miles north by east. The steppe is here 
a little undulating. Hakim A li Bey continued to treat me 
most discourteously, and although we were all in imminent 
danger of being attacked by robbers, he would never 
wait for me, so that we might be all together. I did not, 
however, solicit him on this point, as 1 knew I had little 
support to look for from him m the hour of need, m 
fact, 1 remained further and further apart from him. A t  
night, however, I took all necessary precautionary measures.
Once some of the people of his caravan came to me and 
urged me for safety’s sake to join them. I replied—  It you 
are afraid, you had better join me.” They said nothing more, 
and went away. Nevertheless one of his associates attached 
himself to my caravan with a servant and 10 camels, perhaps 
attracted by my tea, but more probably (as he remained with 
me the whole day) in the hope of receiving a considerable re­
ward from me, which, however, J did not bestow. I suc­
ceeded in seducing him as well as his comrades from Hakim 
A li Bey, but my only motive was thereby to secure good in­
formants when we should reach Ivhiva, who would keep me 
au fait with regard to Hakim A li B ey’s intentions, and his 
reports about me to the Khan, in case lie should endeavour to 
revenge himself on Said through that agency. A s he had no­
ticed that I kept a diary and entered my remarks on the road, 
lie was the first to inform the Khan of this circumstance.
Before midnight wo again started. 1 lie country was a little 
hilly. After a 17 miles’ march we arrived before daybreak 
of the 2fith at the well “ Dirin.”

2Gth September.—  This well is situated in a low valley, and 
is faced with stone, but still the water is foul and brackish.
We had, however, to till our water bags with it, such us 
it was, for the steppe in front of us was entirely destitute of 
any water whatsoever. Dirin may be considered as 111# limit 
of tin country, occupied by the sea-coast Lunionisms, lor at a 
distance of 2,000 paces from this well, on the Jett bund, is the 
last grazing ground of the Buga Vomuds, consisting ul ,n>
Yurts. Bi'om this place to the Beeh Iiiehik Mill, which 
formerly marked the Kliiva frontier, the road runs unmlcmipt 
cdly for five or six days’ journey through a barren dea lt.
'I’bis is the most trying portion o f  the whole Burney ironi 
Bulk,aii to Kliiva. The Dirin valley bus steep bank-, and ns 
the bed of a river that in former tunes iloweil Ironi north ' o 
south, probably that branch o f  the Amu Duma called die 
Oxus’ by the ancients Water anil vegetation are wanted to

r
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enliven this fine tract of country. Nature is dead, and seems 
unwilling ever to permit verdure to appear in this home of 
brute-like men. Hakim A li B ey now rejoined me with his 
caravan, and greeted me again for the first time. H e said—

I do not carry my faith on the tongue, like your companions, 
but in the h eart;” whereupon I turned my back on him 
and vouchsafed no reply. Many Turcomans now began to 
otter their services to intimate my approach to the Khan of 
Khiva, but knowing their untrustworthiness I rejected them 
all. A t  10 a.m. we again set out, and halted after going 
11 miles over a flat steppe. Starting the same night, 
we had gone 29 miles by sunrise the following day : our 
course lay at first to the N. E., then duo E., then E. by N.
On the way we came upon a small caravan travelling from 
Khiva. I availed myself of the opportunity to send Ponomarev 
a letter by Mahomed Niyaz, giving him news of my well­
being and begging him to secure Hakim A li B ey’s son in 
case of anything untoward happening to me.

27th September.—-Marching at 8 a.m. to-day, we did 23 
miles. After three hours we passed the well Kasagli on our 
right, the water of which is salt and undrinkable.

28th September.— From the 27th to the evening of the 
28th we left 51 miles behind us, but nothing on the road 
attracted my attention. I was only oppressed by the most 
deadly ennui. After two hours’ rest we went on 23 miles 
further, in the direction E. by N., and halted at daybreak.

29til September.— On the 29th we had pretty cold weather.
After doing another 28 miles we encamped by the well 
“ Bosh Disliik,” or five openings. Our course had been E. by 
N. Here the water was excellent. It was a comforting 
reflection to me that two-thirds of the journey were now 
over, and that 1 was actually in the Khan’s territory. Still 
more I rejoiced when it turned out there was to be a halt to­
day. I had now been 10 days on the tramp, had suffered 
much from the bumping on the camel, hud often been obliged 
to go on foot, and had hardly had any sleep during all this 
time. To the Turcomans this kind of travelling is less 
fatiguing, for they are able to stretch themselves at length on 
their camels and sleep a feat which l could not accomplish.
Hen-, too, for the that tiiuo 1 tasted some cooked food, having 
had nothing since we started, save black biscuit ami brackish 
water. Our road bad been through loose sand, and we had 
hi front of us at first a wall of lolly and precipitous rocks 
seamed with great fissures. My eompnmons aid that this
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-  wall had formerly been sea-coast. W o had only a distance of 
eight and a half miles between us and the well, when we were 
brought up by a great dry river bed, say 400 yards across 

* and GO yards deep. The banks were very steep, and these as 
well as the bed itself were covered with bushes. I  he course 
of the river bed was from N. E. to S. W. Our route would 
naturally have been straight across, but the precipitous natui e 
of the banks forbade of this. W e had therefore to turn to 
the left and go along the top of the bank, picking our way 
through sand hummocks 12 feet high. When we had got 
abreast of the Sare Kamush well, which is sunk in the river 
bed, we met a caravan, and I took the opportunity of again 
letting Ponomarev hear from me.

Wo had to go five and a half miles along the bank before 
we could descend it and make good our way to the well 
“ Besh D ish ik” for night quarters. The rocky wall, or 
so-called ancient ‘ coast’ before mentioned, runs parallel with 
this extinct river at a distance from it of 3,000 paces. The 
features of this ravine, winding in all the usual curves and 
bends of a river through a level steppe, led mo to conclude 
that this must bo the old course ot the Amu Dariya, which 
Peter the Great had been at such pains to have explored.’
M y companions confirmed this, saying that, though the ravine 
was now called Uss Bey, a river called “  Amu Dariya 
used formerly to run through it down to the Bay ot Balkan.
This river, they said, had long since altered its course, and 
now ran northwards out of the Khanate ot Khiva on the 
“ Demar K azak” side. On my return from Khiva, K iat 
informed me that the mouth ot this old river bed, although 
choked with sand, is still distinguishable on the Caspian, 
and that by it there stands a hut (isbu) constructed on flic 
Kussinn plan. No one knows who tho builder ot this was, 
but the neighbouring Turcomans are restrained from demo­
lishing it by superstitious dread. Its existence probably 
dates back to the time of Prince Bekovitsh, whom Peter the 
(treat sent hither to search for gold dust. 11 is quite possible 
that the hut may have stood tor so long a tune without 
tumbling to pieces, as very litilo rain tails here, and the 
ignorance of tho pres- nt people ot the Balkan os to its 
origin is probably to be accounted for by tho loimei iioni.ulio 
inliabitante having belonged to a different tribe. The nature 
<>f the dry bod of Amu Dariya, where it is not covered by 
Bund drift, differs width from thut, of the steppe, lor it. is 
, Itttbod with grass and trees, and contains wells of good
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r e fp r r IJ f65*' The T fl°W ° f  thc Sarc K amush well, before 
ouontbm^ri rUns orb forming a tiny rivulet in place of thc 
of whip! •1'VCi* p_esnle this well stands another, the water 
e o n n b  “  hl’^ >  ^here, as in our night station, I 
onwor,U lb WC :\ ° f  g00d drmkinS water. From this place 
w S 2 i n ft f  r°lu° irUnS, P1'ptty ominterruptedly through 
six m ’ fl' T  t lG deTarth ° f  which we had suffered some 
, r  f  ! T n  imCS' 1 1 Was much astonished here to find 

h r  f (m d Haki,n A l iB e y and his brother,
p °  Ah; and to see them attending to my camels The
k e ^ ea w r >ir Yer’ act" a%  asked my forgiveness for having 
kept away from me hitherto, assured me that he would 
make up for past faults and do his best to serve me and 
protested that I might rely on him more surely than 
on my most trusty servant. I accepted his advances in a 
fnendly manner and entertained him with tea, but trusted him 
less than ever, and took extraordinary measures of precaution 
on this night. I account for this sudden change as follows 
tie  found he was not in a position to carry out his evil 
designs, whatever they were, and reflecting that I had now 
nearly accomplished the journey to Khiva in safety, he 
determined that it would be better to make up matters, so as 
f<» benefit himself through my agency with tho Khan, 
supposing that personage to receive me favourably. Besides 
tins, ho heard from the caravans we met that the speedy 
umval of a Russian Envoy was talked of in Khiva, and that 
the Ruler himself was in a great state of impatience for me, 
mid the four camel-loads of gold being sent him by the 
.Ak Padshah (White King), by which he meant the Czar, 
lire rumour of my intended visit had been spread by tho 
Turcomans who had gone to Khiva from the Atrok and 
Ciurgin Rivers, and who had drawn their conclusion from the 
enquiries about tho Khiva route which I had been makin1 r 
in their district.

For the matter of that, T had never made any secret of 
my project. From Bosh Dishik wo had several marches 
without water before us.

a'//, Seplemlicr. A t  daybreak wo broke up camp, 
m'".•lied 17 miles, and halted after sunset. There was much 

attract attention and court speculation on ibis portion of 
(he road. Wo wore now on the further sido of the former 
A.mu Ruriya, at no great distance from the river bod, whilst 
on our left hand ,i precipitous wall of rook (the supposed 
uncioiil. coast alluded to before) stretched away into tho far
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v''~ distance, presenting throughout a most strange appeal ance. 

The elevated plateau beyond this line o f cliffs was perfectly 
analogous to the lower steppe which we weie travelling ov c i. 
F o r about an hour our road ran paiallol to the pi c l  lpic c, 
and we diverted ourselves with the echo from it, which 
repeated each word distinctly several times over. In the 
rock, opposite the point where the road turns oft to the right, 
there are five apertures, hewn out with great regularity, 
looking like the entrances to a house. M y fellow-travellers 
told me that these five openings were called “  Besh Dishik, ’ 
and that the well by which we had encamped on the previous 
night derived its name from them. The nomadic Turcomans 
of the surrounding country are all assured that these aper­
tures are the approaches to vast caverns in which from time 
immemorial there has dwelt a K in g with a numerous family, 
countless treasure, and beauteous daughters, but that once when 
some inquisitive persons tried to intrude into the caverns, 
they were immediately seized by an unseen hand and strangled.

When they told me of this I did not like to ask how 
they coidd possibly know the fate o f the unlucky trespassers, 
seeing that none of them had ever come back to tell the tale, 
as the narrative had elicited already many different opinions ; 
when one individual said he did not believe the story at all, an­
other asked hi m quite seriously— “ Whence, then,came thatvoico 
that repeated all we said as we rode by the steep rock?” A fter 
such an unanswerable argument the doubter did not venture 
further to gainsay the truth of the story, but lapsed into 
silence. Meanwhile I became very desirous of exploring the 
caverns in question, which may, perhaps, liavo once been the 
retreat of a band of robbers, so commenced the climb up­
wards with one of my Turcomans. The caves are more than 
half way up the rock. A  projection juts put from beneath 
the entrances, and forms a sort o f gallery about 400 yards 
long. The loose soil gave way under my feet and much im­
peded my ascent, and as 1 mounted up stones began to full 
from overhead. A t  last F roue to a huge rock, throat oft 
to detach itself at any moment, and under this J hud to 
crawl in order to got to the projection whence it seemed easy 
to gain access to the ouvo.s. .My I'urcoinaii preceded on nod 
got. safely through, but when ho reached the gallery lie 
found the bit he stood on isolated from flic rest by « gap 
tw< ■ fathoms a or. »s.

A s  the caravan had now got. far ahead 1 abandoned my 
plan, and had to make all ha.fe to overtake ihe lent. 1 dent
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know v hat to make of this line of rock. I t  does not seem 
improbable that it may have been the boundary either of the 
sea or ot some vast lake. A t  some distance from Besh 
. is n <, on this side of the Am u Dariya, there were a number 

ot canals, destitute of water, but bearing distinct traces of 
its having been there once.

Our course lay E. by N.
1st October.— On the night of the 30th we again started, 

and by the morning of the 1st October had gone 29 miles to 
10 ' way  we saw a corresponding shore of the

supposed sea. Here also we saw the ruins of the fort "TJtin 
TUla, those canals and ruins furnish incontrovertible evi­
dence to this having once been a populous district, and to 
the now dried-up Uss Bai having once contained the waters 
ot that great commercial thoroughfare, the Amu Dariya. To­
day we marched another 28 miles, passing by many a dry 
canal and patch of copse. J

2nd October.—From the night of the 1st to the morn­
ing of the 2nd October we did 25 miles, and halted at sunrise.
1 here are some poisonous plants about here, which my fellow- 
travellers were very cautious to keep their camels away from.
Before daybreak we came on a great Turcoman caravan of 
tho Jgdur section of the Chobdur tribe. I t  consisted of
1,000 camels and 200 men, who went along with a great uproar, 
singing, laughing, and shouting for joy at leaving Khiva and 
having purchased their grain at a cheap rate. They were 
bound lor Mangushlak. Hakim A li Bey had gone on ahead 
with, his caravan, and I had only six Turcomans with me, so, 
as we met the Igdurs in a narrow part of the road, with jungle 
on either side, we had to wait until the whole train had passed 
us before we could proceed. The Igdurs asked my Turco­
mans what tribe they belonged to, and, crowding round us, 
discovered by Petrov itsh’s cap that he w’as no Turcoman.
I hoy regarded me and my servant with great curiosity and 
asked wliat manner of people we were. “ These are llussian 
captives,” iv] laal my men ; “ they came to our coasts with their 
nln|»s, and vw caught throe of them, whom wo are now going to 
' ell. ’ “ VV ell dorm,” cried the Igdurs with wild, mocking laugh­
ter ; “ off with them, tho accursed infidels. We sold three ltus- 
Hiana in Khiva this very trip, and get a good sum for them.”
~’ta rung ngn.i ri we um iiujihshod nearly 29 miles in a S. E. direr- 
ti'-tij and mol i number el other caravans coining buck laden 
" ith corn from Khiva Wo learnt from them (hat tho Khan 
bad laid a lr> h impost ol 1 'Lilia on every Turcoman camel
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'  entering the city. A s, however, the Turcomans wore very 
averse to paying this tax, and as they had petitioned for its 
abolition, the Khan had directed all the camels which had then 
arrived to be detained, but had promised at the same time to 
meet the Turcoman leaders at the fortress of A k  Serai in order 
to listen to their requests and to receive their offerings in 
person. In spite of this, many caravans had fled, and as it 

* was pretty certain that the Khan must have left Khiva by 
then we were informed that we should most likely find him at 
the A k  Serai. This news was most agreeable to me, and 
cave me the hope of being soon able to accomplish my mis­
sion. I  therefore composed my address to the Khan, and 
gave it to Petrovitsh to translate, ordering him at the same 
time to learn it by heart. But alas ! how I deceived myself, 
how much too Sanguine I was ! From our yesterday’s halting- 
place roads branched ofi in every direction to the various 
pasture lands and villages in the Khiva Khanate. Hakim 
A li B ey’s largo caravan dispersed entirely in quest ot grain, 
but Ave all remained together: many fires blazed near us, 
kindled bv that class of peoplo Avho travel into the steppe 
in their Arabas (carts) to fetch wood or burn charcoal, and 
Avho have an evil reputation as robbers. They did not, how­
ever, molest us. The sight of the cart ruts rejoiced and com­
forted me with the thought of being once more in an inhabited 
country and among my kind. Little did I foresee how soon 
misery was to oArertake me and what my fate a v o s  to be.

3rd October.— Starting on the night of the 2nd, avo 
marched 23 miles E. 8. E., often through jungle, indeed, 
not without occasionally missing the road. Towards morning 
avo halted, and afterwards advanced an additional eight and 
a half miles E. S. E., Avlien avc reached a canal to our 
no small joy, seeing that avo had been four days without 
Avater. This canal is fed by the modern Amu Danya,
Avhich rises in the mountain range- to tlie north of Hindustan, 
floAvs through Bokhara, pusses to the east of the city ol 
Khiva, and falls into the Sea of Aral. In the Khanate of 
Khiva, which has a diameter ot over 11.> miles, there are 
numerous canals. By the first canal there is a scttlouiont of 
Turcomans from different tribes. These people, although 
living near towns and practising husbandry, uro really 
robbers by trade. No sooner is tin ir harvest over than ol) 
they-go a plundering to Persia, tin! dispose ol their eujdivt < 
in the Khiva Bluve market. The villages in Khiva are all 
ail Unfed on canals, beta at which iua inim al* >1 salt
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■Steppe. Tlic land is tilled partly by the people themselves, 
and partly by their slaves. One can hardly conceive the 
wonderful fertility of the soil here. Wheat, rice, sesame 
flourish, and also jogan, a small round grain the size of 
a little pea and white in colour, growing in thick ears like 
Indian com. It is used as forage for the horses, but also 
as human food. All kinds of fruit thrive in this country, 
notably melons and water-melons. The melons are often a 
foot and a half long, and wonderfully sweet. Cattle-breeding 
is carried on to a great extent. Their domestic cattle com­
prise camels, cows, and sheep (some of the latter attaining to 
an extraordinary size). The breed of horses is excellent, but 
they prize those brought by the Turcomans from the Giurgen 
and Atrek above their own indigenous animals.

The Turcomans and Khivans who live by raids into Persia 
spare their horses very little. They generally ride eight days 
on end, doing 80 miles a day, and watering their beasts for 
the first time on the fourth day’s journey through the parched 
desert. The “ jogan ” before mentioned is the sole article of 
forage, and of this each horseman carries with him enough for 
the whole trip. We started soon again, and marched steadily 
on without a halt. In the distance there appeared to bo 
a thick fog enveloping the whole horizon. This turned out, 
however, to be a mass of dust, borne upwards by the wind just 
in the very direction we had to go : eyes, nose, mouth, and 
hair got the full benefit of this. The clouds of dust wore so 
dense that nothing could bo distinguished at any distance.
W e halted two hours before nightfall, whereupon Said wont 
off to the Yurts on one side of the road to look for a night’s 
lodgings for us. The people were Yoinud Turcomans of the 
Kujuk Tatar branch and Quiruk family, under their older 
A llan  Niyaz Margan. O f all the Turcomans 1 have ever 
come across this person pleased me most. Ho had settled in 
Khiva and taken service with the Khan ; was regarded, how­
ever, more in the light of a pavtizan by the latter. Once 
a week lie rede over to pay his respects to the Khan, and hail, 
indeed, just returned from Khiva when 1 arrived. H is Yurt 
steed on tho Du ll Hues canal. Jle received me with tint 
hoi jiibdity that becalm an honor loving and generous man, 
but, which one sel dom m e e t s  with aim m g  tho Turcomans. He 
put hiniai.il to Lhe greatest trouble le make mu comfortable, 
slaughtered his la st sheep, sol water holme me to wash with, 
c o o k e d  tho ilium r, and finally ihov< away the inrpiisitivo idlers 
who hud assembled in Humbert* to stare at mo. Ho told
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received. i

I doubted whether such a sudden and unexpected am - 
val on my p S  would please the Khan, but thanked my host
f  Ids ^ f m e a n t

f d «  course/ Ho now prosouted has
each one handsomer than us 110 ,u ' , ii- ' crifts°froiu 
bravely with their long pistols and fine f f  ’ S 1™;  
the Khan H is second son was absent, having been tic 
sputchod by his father with 30 men on a marauding expedi­
tion to Astrabad. , .

4th October,—  Refreshed and recruited, wo started m 
the forenoon, my brave host accompanying me for 11 ini cs 
There was no high road or beaten track now U  rode 
through the steppe (covered with saml hills) lying between the 
Canals Dash Llaos and A k  Serai. J he gale still con mned a id 
covered us with sand, overpowering us so that ov u our host 
lost tho way. Hero for the first time I remarked how the 
wind throws up a sand hill here and levels another there, and 
how tho sand, beginning to collect round some insignificant 
little bush, grows up and up and becomes a hil m no tune 
When the wind fell I descried rums, on both sides, ot 
fortresses and houses, and tho whole strip traversed by us was 
strewn with broken brick and earthenware. A t  length, 
towards evening, after a ride of 20 miles m a b. K  direction, 
wo sighted the A k Serai canal J he laild about was well 
tilled, and had some trees, and a number of Vurta studded tho 
canal bank. Our mention was to have followed the canal  
the same dav up to village where a cousin o( Said s lm-d. but 
it turned out to be impossible, so we had to spend tho night 
in a miserable little Turcoman hamlet.

From this point wo began to see occasional building*.
The Turcomans dwell In Yurts, but keep their cal He in 
regular stables or sheds, which they surround enlna w-lh 
wooden palings or m u d  walls ter security. I ho inhabitant.- o. 
this part come lion, the BoLliaia border, and are u.,aeMuanu 
c l  with the Turcoman tribes ol tho ( a pian. I hm all got 
round me, and so plagued me with quest ions that 1 despaired el 
getting free from them A t length I threatened thorn with U»
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name of Khan Mahomed Ragim, as "whose guest I announced 
myse , but that only made matters worse; they said they 
neither knew nor cared about the said Khan Mahomed 

vagim, a. clean refused to admit me for the night now at 
a . .Losing all patience, I  shouted abuse at them, on which

lminediately retired, and appeared to be consulting to- 
0c ler at a little distance. A s  I was already making pre­
parations to pass the night among their Yurts, one of them 
pi esen ) stepped forward from their midst and offered me his 
Yurt, saying that it was all ready for me, as he had had it 
cleared. 1 accepted his invitation, and entered a most miser­
able hovel, from which I was immediately obliged to eject 
a number ot curious intruders who had ' the impertinence 
to squat down beside me and pelt me with their ques- 
tions. M y old host seemed to be of Mongolian descent 
Tiom his Chinese features. Me did not know who the 
people were who had intruded, but was very grateful 
to me for not turning out himself and his daughter 
with the rest. I gladdened his heart with some °  tea.
On account of the great number of people about us I or­
dered my lurcomans to keep watch throughout the night.

5f/i October.— We marched at daybreak, and, after skirt­
ing the canal for three hours in the direction E. S. E., arrived 
^  high trees, visible from a great distance, near which 
twud s cousin lived. The further we went on, the more culti­
vation disclosed itself. The fields, covered with the richest 
ciops, presented a very different aspect to the sandy wastos 
of yesterday. In the whole of Germany 1 have never 
scon such well-cultivated land as here in Khiva. Every 
'k urt is hero surrounded by an artificial water-course un- 
bridged. Our course lay through lonely meadows covered 
with fruit trees, in which the birds sang sweetly. The Yurts 
and mud cottages scattered over this glorious landscape have 
a most cheerful appearance. So charmed was 1 with all 
1 saw, that I reproachfully asked my companions why they 
too did not bring their country under similar cultivation, or, 
i( tlnjii soil would not admit of this, why th ey  did not emi> 
grab: to Khiva. They replied— “ Ambassador, wo are gen­
tlemen : those people arc but our servants. They four their 
Klein ; we fear God .done.” In the country about the canals 
in the State of K h i v a  the vil lager- are for the most pari 
I 'liv..limns. 'I In . r districts are ry populous. Tim inhabit 

cut i die: well, jniil m\ u mucli quicker people than (heir
brethren of the Caspian, On fin road (.. Haiti's cousin’s

(i(m , (ct
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' ■ 2̂''-abode we met a bridal party. The bride, much bedecked with 
all sorts of finery, sat on a tall camel m a saddle covered with 
richly-embroidered silk. I  was most kindly received at the 
village, and a small chamber was placed at my disposal , 
unfortunately it was very dirty and dark. TV hen I at 
changed my clothes a number of Chiefs came to congratulate 
me on my arrival. I  admitted the most notable into the room, 
said a few words to them, and then went out to the rest, each 
of whom greeted me after his own fashion.

The Khan, it appeared, had not yet left Khiva, so I 
immediately despatched two Turcomans, one to Khiva to 
give notice of my arrival, and the other to the nearest fortress, 
A k  Serai, to let the K han’s A gen t there (an Usbeg) know 
about me. Here my heart rather misgave me when I over- 
hoard the conversation, of my Turcomans, th ey were, indeed, 
speaking in my praise, but said that 1 must be a most emi­
nent personage because I could write, and had always noted 
at every well how deep it was and how far distant from the 
next. A ll  this reached the ear of the Khan eventually, and 
was afterwards the cause of my recommendation for death as 
a spy Vardi Khan, a Turcoman older, visited me to-day 
from Khiva. Ho had served with the Persians hi the war of 
1812, been wounded and taken prisoner by the Russians. l i e  
had then taken service with the Russian General Lissanovitsh, 
had left him to go back to liis home, and from thence had at 
last fled to Khiva. He gave me some intelligence about the 
Khan, which made me desirous of at once starting and 
accomplishing the remaining 31 miles between us and Khiva, 
but Said utterly refused to agree to this. I stormed and 
swore, until he at length sent lor horses, most pro mbh giving 
the messenger secret instructions not to bring them. 1 0 1 - 
haps he wanted to detain me in order to screw a present out 
of mo for his cousin, or ho may have wished to sei\o the 
leaders of the caravans which had just arrived, and who 
hoped to get off the new camel toll through my mediation 
with tlic * Khan. A t  any rate, the leaders themselves bad 
already expressed this hope to me, only I had prof ended not 
to understand them. No horses being forthcoming, 1 bad to 
spend tlio whole day at this place. lie rover I "cu t I was 
surrounded bv people. A  well-dressed I ureomau, hclouging 
In the Khan’s armv, infer' sted me for a time, hi.s eonvor .alum 
being very sensibli. A t lad lie looked at the buttons on tn> 
greatcoat, and asked with great il th e y  Were m ade
,,f silver, lie  kept turning the buttons round and round,
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until I could stand it no longer; so I asked him in a mocking 
Jj?neif*11 ^hiva the silver had the same appeai'ancc as in Russia, 
the by-standers raised a loud shout of laughter, but the young 
man immediately left me, and said, as he struck his hand on the 
hilt of his sword— “ Mr. Envoy, we Turcomans are a simple peo­
ple, but this is overlooked and respect accorded to us for our 
bravery and our sharp blades, which are always ready for the 
seivice of our Khan.” I pacified him by hoping thathis sword 
v  ould also be at the service of my Czar should my mission 
succeed in uniting the two Sovereigns in the bonds of peace 
and amity. I went to bed late, and was just dropping oft’ to 
•slGeP> when I was suddenly roused by the information that an 
ofticci fiom Khan Mahomed Ragim had arrived. A  hand­
some young man entered the room, accompanied by another 
much older person. They sat down on my bed, and the 
young man immediately began to interrogate me, in the name 
of the Khan, as to the cause of my visit and the intentions of 
my Government. 1 replied that 1 could offer no explanations 
except to the Ivhan himself, or some person specially appoint­
ed by him to confer with me, and added that I bad two letters 
to deliver, with the contents of which I was unacquainted.
I showed Abdulla (the young man) tho sealed letters, and 
jJ(:ooe(l him to intimate this to the Khan. Ho rejoined that 
it was strange that tho Russian Czar should send embassies 
to Khiva from two quartern at the same time, seeing that 
there wore already four Envoys in Khiva, and ho then asked 
mo if I was in tho Russian Army.

I tried to convince him that tho people ho referred to 
could not really ho Envoys, but only refugees passing them­
selves off as such, and told him that they ought to be seized, 
and if they really were impostors, i promised to have them 
scut to Russia in chains. Abdulla nevertheless stuck to his 
assertion that they were bond Jiclc Russian Envoys, and after­
wards they turned out to bo four Noga Cossacks, who had 
brought over a letter to the Khan.

“ Do you drink tea V asked Abdulla. “ I f  so, lot me make 
it. ’ J said --“ We people drink tea by day, and not at midnight; 
besides, I am ill and weary after my journey ; so do mo a favour, 
and let mo rest. i ’urnwoll.” They left mo, and in the hoijuc] I 
found that thin Abdulla whs the son o f  an eminent othVinl in 
Kliis,i,  who hud formerly been in the Khan’s service. Tim 
Khan had Hover » id him to me, and Ids questions had been 
prompted by shorn- curiosity Tu-d.iy 1 learned that two 
liuiaiumi, on lion mg of the arrival of a cur voile on tho
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Turcoman coast, had fled in that direction, leaving wife and 
children behind, the day before 1 arrived at A k  Serai, but 
had been caught. The people of Khiva have many Russian 
slaves, whom they purchase from the lvugis, vlio  hit aj 
them on the Orenburg frontier. They have also umnerous 
Persian and Kurd slaves, whom the lurcoinans supply them 
with. A  slave has, indeed, a bitter lot in Khiva. On the 
slightest suspicion of intended desertion ho is pums  ̂
the most cold-blooded cruelty, and shou i , ,
offence, the poor wretch is nailed by an ear to the door, and 
left to endure every privation for three days. If he survive 
this punishment his fate is not amended, for he is a sl.iv e as 
before.

6th October.— This morning the hired horses arrived, but 
I was delayed in starting for two hours by an mutation to 
breakfast from an elder. I mention this circum stance, be­
cause but for it things might have gone very differently with 
me, that is, I should have arrived m Khiva the same day 
and the Khan, surprisod by my sudden appearance, would 
perhaps have received mo well and dismissed mo early.
Perhaps, also, had the rumour reached him that Russians were 
on their way to Khiva to avenge tho death of lickovitsh, tho 
people, by his orders, might have torn me to pieces before [ 
ever reached the city. Such a report would spread very 
easily and rapidly in Khiva, and the Khan, who has never 
been out of his own territory and its surrounding stoppos, 
would readily have given credence to it. I had not gone 
above six miles when a horseman met ino at lull gallop, and 
requested me, in the name of the Klian, to halt until the 
arrival of two officers sent to lucel me tho night boforo by 
tho Klian.

J halted, and the deputies soon appeared, escorted by 
four horsemen. The elder ot tho two was a small man, about 
(in years of age, v 1th a white beard and tho face of a monkey.
He occasionally stammered, and then jabbered at a f rumen- 
dous pace to make up for it, betraying at every word a vilo 
character and an insatiable avarice for iiinin I lus "as
“ A lt Chnpw Alla Vardi.” The prefix “ A ft Clmpar" 
signifies in Tiliki h ' ‘ galloping horse,” and had been ho- 
slowed on him because the Klian always employed him to 
proclaim his orders throughout tin country. Tin other was 
u tall man, stoutiih, with a slight h. ml, whose noble and 
modi'-l ben ring and supci mr manners quite recorded with tho 
first words lie spoke ilia munc was \ di Na/.nr, his ng«
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^A.r over 30, and he filled the post of a “ Y u z  Bashi,” i.e., Cen­
turion, or Captain of a hundred. There is no such rank 
literally in Khiva, but the title is bestowed by the Khan in 
war time on the officers commanding divisions of his forces.
A t t  Chapar, I subsequently heard, was a native of Astrabad,
Avho had been brought to K hiva in his youth as a slave, where 
he recanted his faith, embraced the Siul doctrine, and married.
H is son, Khwaja Margam, rendered such important services 
in a battle, that he became a Court favourite, and was 
entrusted with the chief control of taxes and customs. 
Then, enjoying as he did the full confidence of the Khan, it 
was no difficult matter for him to advance his father and 
brothers to high positions. The Khan had bestowed much 
land and many canals on A tt  Chapar, and he had added 
greatly to his estate by his own purchase, so that he was now 
regarded as the third personage of the State in wealth and 
position. A s  lie had a commercial connection with Astrac- 
can he bogged the Khan to be allowed to entertain me as 
his guest until my business should be settled, hoping pro­
bably to receive a handsome acknowledgment from me in 
the event of a favourable issue, or to put the Khan under an 
obligation by killing me, should my death be thought advis­
able. H e now informed me that it was the Khan’s order 
Ill'll I should accompany him to his stronghold of “  Yal 
K aldi,” where all was in readiness for my reception. W e 
rode 14 miles N. by E. through a splendid and populous 
tract, during the whole distance seeing only ono piece of 
steppe, lying between two canals : tho weather was clear 
and agreeable, and from a long way off the fort rose to 
view, with a small garden to one side of it. I t  is in tho 
form of a square, with a tower at each angle. The walls, 
built of stone set in mud, are 21 feet high by 150 long 
(per face). There is only ono entrance, and that by a largo 
gale, scoured with a powerful padlock. Khwaja Margam is 
really the owner of this stronghold. Nearly all the go.at 
landholders possess similar on . They are not loopholod, 
and the interiors contain a small reservoir Cor wah r, several 
courts and apartments, store-houses, mills, and cow-houses. 
They probably owe their origin to the disturbances which 
invariably occur on the death of a Khan, the empty throne 
appearing to be tho signal for a civil war. But in times of 
peace they are also u cl'ul in affording safe retreats during 
un inv nsiori i) fiuci'iimn nn'iauder.-, for such a fort provided 
with all imccssnrics > >.n hold its own for Home days against a 
not i oo numerous I mini " f  those reblnn's. I found from 50 to
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' " ’ go souls inYa l Kolcli, some
building, others, with then w*' ■ _ fourts Just opposite 
Yurts which they had erected in ^ C o m ts .  ̂^  II^
the gateway stands a tower, • , which contains a
leads from the interior into tl vineyard. The garden
small muddy tank, some trees, am a to ‘the outer face of
is surrounded by a nine-loot ■ ,  ̂ , been built. A s  
which a Mulla’s house and a ^ T a  J s  brother (one of A tt  
I entered the place Khw iya ‘ »‘me He was an assistant 
Chapar’s sons) came forward t {. aiul intelligent
m his brothers department, ha g BavaiTC and evd-dis- 
countenance, and altogether oo a-t ■ j distinguished
posed than his father. to be seen
by two peculiarities, viz., then lo g  The first day 1 received 
in Khiva) and their inordinate ^ ^ ^ S t e d  to ’« •  
every possible attention. Saul his older brother, and
a greeting from the Khan and fioi ^ .K U »  ^  wa<
brought me a tea equipage am 1 ‘ °  and a particular
prepared and all kinds of fnu b but a dark,
apartment placed at my  ̂,sPos 1  ̂ aC(.optable owing to tho
cohl, unplastered l ’1̂ ;  ■ p1 , pandered about the Court
g r e a t  heat outside. Occas . •> ,,.,'oiun mied bv a guard,

»■ : into ft"which at first 1 conctnou r0itlly being treated as
tion, but d^covored at last tl c0nianM wcro mcami Jnlo poiamt- 
a prisoner. Four oi y visit their relatives. I.
ted to go wherever they plea-u n n aU(|iuiee tlio day
was assured that the Khan would give me i n v i t a t i o n ,  
after my arrival, but I waited in vain foi th »•'

Then Yill;cob (Att C W -  .Urn
from Khiva, declared as a positive certainty
summoned on the day f  ^  C(, t(lill Yakooh

8th Q c t o b e . ^ ^ i a .1 1 1„ had traded in Astmonm
Bey, who spoke a little Ltui, W g u r, «»l.tiuii.>«l

" " T L  a 'm t S u  i . . ' . - . , 1. 1 -employment as a tax>,tu , tVom tlie Khan to a-k
»l,lt amount of wealth ugu "  ,1

‘v y r r s  ..,'iii.v m V  n »  k  i . .„ , ..........
.....i .u i.i 'i ' i
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Muraviev’s visit to the Turcoman inhabitants

” *** v ^  m person. HTeuP°n hc left me in a huff With this 1 akoob Bey came another Yakocb bvlm-H, „ r u V i i i
long since embraced the Mahometan faith A s  fJd’,*>T1 ” 1*° k i  
v  ith Astraccan and Orenburg, he
tain extent. H e often visited me, and rravo ^  • e 
ation about the state of trade between Khiva on i t ? 1 mionn' 
Cashrncor rvhich latter country his
visited. One day a Turcoman m mv serving v. j  t 
the bazar, that of Kazavat, that t lie \ h a n  had‘ left K h lv f  
and was going to receive me in a particular castle not far 
from Y a l Kaldi. I communicated this news to A++ rm.,,™,. 
and Y u z Bashi, who, however, would not believe it S  
assured me that it was quite untrue which it was, for I heard 
that same evening that the Khan had left K hiva’on a ]2 days’ 
hunting expedition into the steppe the very day that Yahoob 
B ey had visited me. Meanwliile I began to be treated more 
discourteously every day. M y allowance of food became 
scantier. " I was no longer allowed tea or firewood for the 
kitchen ; indeed, at first 1 was forbidden to buy food on my own 
account: this prohibition was afterwards cancelled in order to 
increase the perquisites accruing to A tt  Chapar, who managed 
my purchases for me. The surveillance over mo became 
every day stricter. I was not allowed to leave my room for a 
single minute without a guard of two men, aud at last they 
placed a sentry over my door with orders not to admit 
any one, whilst at night a man slept at the threshold, so 
so to ho roused any time the door opened. M y Tur­
comans who had been to the bazar further informed mo 
tlmt, on my arrival, the Khan had at once assembled a 
Council, to which all tho eminent persons of the State, the Gov­
ernor and Commandant of tho town of Urgadj (his bro­
ther Kutli Murad lnakli), and the Chief Priest (Cazi) had 
been summoned ; that they had had a lengthy conference, 
lmt that no one knew the result. Several days after this, 
however, I learned bom some of the Turcoman relatives of 
my companions, one among whom was in the domestic service 
” 1 the Lilian, that when Mahomed Itagiiu hoard that l hud 
taken notes on tho road, ho pronounced me to he a spy, and 
said in Council that the lurcomans who escorted mo were to 
blame Ibr lmt having murdered me r,i route and possessed 
IhornHolvoH ot my gilts, lor, now that 1 was actually thorn, it 
was too laic to think i>1 it; whereupon he had asked the 
Cazi s advice, and I he Cs/.i had replied that t was un un­
believer, v.ho should he buried air; in the steppe. Tho 
Klein then said that he had Ink u (lie t Pm a sharper man
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than he really was, “ for,” said he, “  supposing [1'^ e  hnu MJech

m? c -  -  - f t : r ! t ew iifeb t C c h nb X yr ^ o t

wait. I want first to know Ins object m coin . ■
was great difference of opinion a s  to t ie a L 1' Russian 
o r J j  I had come to obtain the release of t o 1—  
captives; others that it was to deni an >* ■
Russian ships which had been burnt ten y a s their
Bay of Balkan by the A tta  Turcomans 
expulsion from the shores ot the Caspian >j 0 •
had become Mahomed R agans subjects); oth u \  
thought that my mission must bo with the view to demand­
ing vengeance for the death of Bekovitsh, &c.

They spoke of a Russian fleet said to have arrived off 
tho Turcoman Coast, and to have been enga^et in eu. ‘
large fortress there, which was halt finished, and^SuggesUd 
that, now 1 know the road, I might next appear at the head 
of an army marching on Khiva. Many gavo it as their opi­
nion that the Russians might be at war with I orsia, and that 
the Oommander in Georgia was desirous of help h'oni the 
Kl,.m of Khiva. Some even asserted that the Russians had 
seized the Akkila fortress near Astrabad. Still they nearly 
-ill votod for my destruction either by execution or assassina­
tion or, at least, for my enslavement. My arrival was a cause, 
of great disquietude to the Khan, but from a dread oi Russia 
ho did not dare to take my life openly, however much ho may 
have desired to do so. In this stale ot uncertainty and 
doubt, not being able to arrive at any determination, lie 
thought it host to leave me in anxiety and suspense until lie 
had procured further information or other moans by winch 
be might accomplish his purpose. I'ivory day lush deputa­
tions camo to mo to enquire about tho object ot my mission, 
but 1 remained perfectly reticent to all coiners. I Ins inform­
ation as to tho general desire for my destruction oxpios.-ed by 
the members of Council, as also the secret Holmmo ot tho 
Khan’s, gave me a great, shock. I would not'd In-si, n<v.pt 
it as true, but further circumstances and additional reports 
convinced me very soon that, it was no falsehood. Many 
schemes now began to flit through my brain. I ho idea ot 
flight occurred to mo, but thoughts of the disgrace ol leaving 
my appointed tusk unperformed, whilst there was am '1 .’1" ; 
deterred me from this, ami I determined to stay and del- e- 
myself manfully should I he set upon, Happily I Ruud
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^ T e fa S io ^ d m S ? ?  IUad’ . the Perusal ° f  which afforded me relaxation during ray morning walks in the garden.
12th October. This afternoon one of my Turcomans 

brought me some eggs and dried fruits, saying they were sent 
me by a Russian who was at the gate, an/befgcd  me to come 
out for a few words of conversation with 1,;,,, a t r l 
tlare to do this, I had to dismisa i S T S oX  ? h?
Three days passed without the slightest further enligh 
as to my fate, but the strict survedlance and rough treatment 
did not leave much room for doubt as to the Khan’s do io-ns 
I was for 48 days altogether in this state of suspense’ and 
what I suffered in body and mind during that period is im 
possible for me to describe. I  shall therefore occupy myself 
with other matters. 1 •* •y

16th October.— Khwaja Margam’s little son, of ten years 
old’, who was a great pet of the Khan’s, and had continually 
to play at chess with him, came to-day to Y a l Kaldi and 
brought me the news that his father would soon come to see 
me. A s, however, I had been so often before deceived, I did 
not believe this. Khwaja Margam’s brothers and many other 
officials often visited me, but bored me terribly instead of 
giving me any pleasure by their society. A t  length I hit upon 
the thought that perhaps among all the people about me one 
might be found who would give me genuine and true 
information as to what was going on in Khiva. I therefore 
assembled them all, presented oach with as handsome a gift 
as I could afford, and endeavoured to persuade them one by 
one to do th is ; but no one would dnre to speak with mo 
alone from fear of being betrayed by the othors. A t  last I 
found a poor old man, by name Bey Mahomed, a native of 
Bokhara, who wished to make the pilgrimage to Mecca, f ir 
had left his country 17 years back and lived in this fortress, 
supporting himself by the manufacture of waist belts. I 
1>i r...,;iited him with a pair of scissors, and thereby won his 
favour to such an ox tout, that ho ventured to come tom e in 
secret and give ino various scraps of information. He could 
not, indeed, give mo very much news, hut he did mo n great 
service by informing mo of the ijuarrel existing between the 
Yuz Boshi and A tt  Chapar on ray account. I was really 
under the supervision of Yu/, liashi, a good, honest, unpresum- 
ing m in.

I o him had boon entrusted tin duly of keeping a been 
wati'li over ino, and then I'oro w h o 1 inv ited him In visit nn 
alone, lie used to fear evil  eon on picncos, and a lways s l n n  c to
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private interviews of that nature. A t t  Chapar never let 
him out of his sight, and always followed him when he came 
to me, dreading that I should give the Y u z Basin a present. 
Noticing his greed, I one day (having given him cloth before 
then) presented him with a piece of linen, and conjured him 
to tell no one of it, particularly not the Y u z  Basin. H is true 
character at once appeared ; lie hastily seized the present, hid it 
like a thief, ran away from the place, and, coming back, sat him­
self down beside the Y u z Bashi as if  nothing had happened.
I enlightened the Y u z  Bashi on this afterwards, and he enjoy­
ed the joke with all his heart, and spoke contemptuously of 
A t t  Chapar and his whole family. On my arrival 1 had present­
ed the Y u z Bashi as well as A t t  Chapar with a piece of cloth, 
which A tt  Chapar’s steward had taken under his charge, but 
afterwards it turned out that half a yard ot the Y uz Bn.-hi s 
piece had been cut off, and A tt  Chapar insisted that he had 
done it himself. This was a bone of contention between, 
them, and when I complained to the Y u z Baslu of the want 
and discomfort I was reduced to, and of the uncivil tioat- 
ment I was experiencing, my confidence touched him, and ho 
became my friend, severing himself openly from A tt  Chapar,
■ who now no longer dared, as heretofore, to sneak about after 
him Every day now I sent Pctrovitsli secretly to foment 
their quarrel, and, profiting by their dissensions, to pick up 
true information. The latter managed once to persuade the 
Yuz Bashi to come into the garden and meet me alone, and 
then I received the comforting assurance that, although the 
audience day was not fixed, 1 might expect at any hour to bo 
called before tlio Khan, and that the latter would most likely 
decide my case directly he returned, and not go out hunting 
again without doing so, as a rumour was current among 
liia subjects that the Khan was overawed by a Bussuin 
Envoy, did not know liow to answer him, and had therefore 
lied into the steppe, &c., &c.

lu  those conversations 1 often interrogated him about 
the Kluin, his relations with neighbouring Stahis, and the m 
torntd economy of Khiva, and acquired a good deal ot inform 
at ion on those subjects. The Yuz Bashi resented ihe lyian- 
nv of the Khiva Government, and appeared to dislike the 
Khan, but never said a word against him. lie  ut« lh.it all 
the people a b o u t  the Khun stood in such dread of him, «»“ <• 
they feared to allude to me even,  but he m wwtholens h»|-d 
that inv affair would have a fortunate issue. U"' >
Wai reiatod to tin ,..coiul Vi.fier kusl, Bcgr, and hud him .cll
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fled ^  Bokhara some years before to escape the Khan’s 
se -,ei1 had remained there for two years, and returned
only on the pressing solicitation of the Khan. After win­
ning ins confidence, my mind became much easier, and when- 
ever I could not have a personal interview, I had only to 
semi 1 ctrovitsh to him : he took a sincere interest in my 
situation, and I could always tell by his countenance whether 
the news from Khiva was favourable or not.

When 1 subsequently met him at Tiflis as Ambassador 
fiom the Khan, he told me that the reports before mentioned 
with legald to the assembly of the senate and their vote for 
my death were not without foundation. When my Turco­
mans saw that things were going badly, they lost their re­
spect foi me, and, indeed, tried to abandon me from fear of 
having to share my fate. Directly they entered the market 
a crowd would assemble round them, asking on what day my 
execution was to come off, or if it were true that the Envoy 
had been strangled the night before, &c., &c. This gave their 
Chiefs a pretext for counselling them to desert me, and another 
thing that had great weight with them was the report that 
the Khan was much enraged against the Yoniuds, because 
they had not yet paid the toll he had recently laid on all in­
coming camels. Said himself became disrespectful, as the 
following incident will show :—He had taken his female slave 
b atirna to all the villages and bazars about, but could no­
where get bis price for her. This poor woman lived in the 
same room with all the rest of the party, but when they went 
out she used to be so ill-treated by the other people in the 
fortress,'that I had frequently to send Petrovitsh to drive 
them off. On one of these occasions the ruffians behaved so 
badly to her, that Fatima fled, and declared that she would 
certainly take her own life if she wore not sold soon. When 
Said returned I represented the state of things to him, and 
begged him to have it altered, and to sell Fatima, whose pro- 
sciieo was a scandal to us all. He listened to me quietly, 
then rose up and said Farewell Murad Deg ! My service is 
at an end, for since this is to be your treatment of me, 1 have 
you. Fatima is my slave, and I shall sell her whenever and 
to whomsoever J please.'’ With those words ho wont away, but 
I ' idled lum back, and lie came, probably supposing ( would 
a-I- hi.-, pardon fur my interference. ‘ Look here,” said 1, “ go 
ba< I' -moo you see my unfortunate situation, and fear (hat 
;> "U tea ■ , pt rhaps, h i.vo to share it; go hack and toll Jviat. Airu, 
who recommended you to me, that you have left me in tins
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place. Know, however, that, so long as I have my weapons, I 
fear neither you nor any one else, and that without weapons 
no one shall ever see me. Now go, and do not come near me 
again.” These words affected him ; he sat down and reflected, 
then began to 'weep, begged my forgiveness, and swore to 
stand by me and share my lot.

I made the matter up with him, and next day he sold 
Fatima. M y food allowance became meanwhile every day 
scantier and of worse quality, and as I was not permitted to 
make my own purchases, I had to have recourse to stratagem, 
that is, I used to give A tt  Chapar’s steward money to buy 
bread and mutton, and these, when they arrived, were passed 
off as a gift sent to me. A tt  Chapar was certainly a very 
eminent and rich individual, but so greedy was lie, that ho 
actually condescended to pilfer scraps of meat out of my store­
room. ITe had seven Russian slaves in his service, of whom 
one was in Yal Kaldi, three in Khiva, and three in other 
places. The Russian at Y a l Kaldi was called David, and 
had been kidnapped as a boy of 14 near the fortress of 
Troitsk on the Orenburg frontier, and sold as a slave at Khiva.
He had a lready passed 1G years in bondage, and had changed 
hands several times. Quite a Kliivan in manners and cus­
toms, he had nevertheless remained true to his faith. He was 
always kept away from me, but Potrovitsh once accidentally 
met him, and was immediately implored to get me to exert 
myself for his release. I sought every opportunity to got a 
word with him, and succeeded at rare intervals. J told him 
to try and find out from the Russians who occasionally came 
out from Khiva with their “ Arabas” what was going on 
there, and what reports were current about me. David was 
easily able to get this intelligence, as lie was intimate with 
four married Russians, who were favourites ot the Khan, and 
always about his person. The news ho brought confirmed 
what I have already given about the proceedings of tbu 
Council of Stale, and this was further corroborated by tho 
ten Persian slaves who were in h al Kaldi, and who did all tiny 
could to please me. Iking very anxious to have 11 private 
interview with David, I managed to got him into my room one 
night., although lie knew that it was death for him to ho dis­
covered holding communication with me lie  gave m o tho 
vorv intelligence' L had alroadv heard from my Turcoman.'.
I further obtained a deal of information from him about tlm 
Itussian slaves in Klimt, and at last dismissed him with the 
present of a ducat. I lic Kirgis on tho Orenburg 1/oiitiei 
make it their business to catch lfussians and tell them in

8
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K im  a, but it is said that there are just as many Russian 
s a ês1111 Bokhara as there are in Khiva. These poor people 
die all day set to perform the heavy labour, which 
neither I urcomans nor Khivans are capable of perform- 
mg. I1 or subsistence they each receive 80lbs. of meal per 
™on„th> and no otller remuneration beyond a cast-off coat 
(Caftan) now and then. Whatever they can save from 
then allowance of meal they sell, and by this means 
and pilfering on occasions they manage to scrape a little 
money together. When they have amassed the amount 
of their purchase-money (generally 20 to 30 Tillas), which 
seldom occurs under 20 years, they then purchase their free­
dom flora then master, and are set at liberty, except so far as 
leaving Khiva is concerned, for the least suspicion of intended 
flight from the province is visited with capital punishment.
A  young Russian (up to 25 years of age) fetches from GO 
to 80 Tillas. The Persian slaves are much cheaper. O f the 
latter there may be 30,000 in Khiva, but there are not more 
than 3,000 Russian slaves there. The Persians (caught by 
the Turcomans near Astrabad) come into the market in 
batches ot five, ten, and even thirty at a time. Their captors do 
not trouble themselves about them on the road, and, if they 
get exhausted, leave them without compunction to die in 
the steppe. On arrival at Khiva their owner sets himself 
down with them in the market, and purchasers surround him, 
inspecting and examining the poor wretches, and haggling 
about their prices, as if they wore buying horses. Sometimes 
the Turcomans kidnap them out of Khiva and take them 
back to their parents in Persia, who are often able to 
pay them handsomely. During my stay in Khiva several 
such batches were brought into the market, sold, and taken off 
to the villages. At.t Chapar bought, when 1 was there, 
a boy of 10 years old, the son of a rich Astrabad merchant, 
for a pretty considerable sum, only in the hope, however, 
of being able to sell him back again at a great profit.
The boy’s sister, a girl of I t, was dragged through all the 
limrkuts without a purchaser appearing, as the price demand­
ed for her was 80 Tillas and suflieiont good cloth to m a k e  
a coat out of. Persian slaves arc obliged to recant their doc­
trine and billow that obtaining in Khiva, but the Russians 
are not molested in this way. David assured me that 
they were even allowed a. private place for their holy pictures, 
where lin y could sirs their prayers at night. On two fes­
tivals in the war the',' an. permit tod by their masters to 
(/o .ait walking and amuse themselves.

- p
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On those occasions they assemble together and intoxicate 
themselves with a spirit which they distil from a hind ot 
berry.

The festivals generally terminate in murder or homicide.
Masters have the power of putting their slaves to death, but 
seldom avail themselves of the right from economical consi­
derations. They therefore punish their slaves, as a rule, by 
putting out an eye, or cutting olf an ear.

In my own presence A tt  Chapar wanted to cut oft one 
of David’s ears, because the latter hail been to Khiva and had 
stabbed a Persian slave in a broil. A tt  Chapar first struck 
him over the face with a whip, then seized a knife, and com­
manded that he should be thrown down and shorn of an ear, 
nnd it was with great trouble that Us beg Mahomed Agn, his 
steward, could restrain, him from having this caniod out. I 
did not take David’s part from fear of rather injuring than 
benefiting him by my intervention, and so left the scene, but 
David came to me the same night and said— “ Did you see 
how they struck me and wished to out off my ear ? More than 
that I received yesterday evening 500 cuts with a whip from 
the son, but nevertheless they fear mo : just you see if they 
dont all fly before me when I get drunk ! ”

20 th October.— Said Nazar arrived from Arganj. IIo 
came to see me frequently, and whether it was that I was 
suspected of desiring to escape, or what, 1 do not know, hut 
every time I asked him if the Khan would he hack soon, ho 
answered mo angrily— “ Perhaps, then, you think of running 
aw ay?” Well, just you try it, and you shall see what will 
then happen to you.” I swallowed my anger, but answered him 
briefly that an Envoy never ran away, because his master was 
answerable for his safety. This conversation led me to pecu­
late us to whether they had divined my intention ol ultimately 
saving luysell by flight should no hope remain ; so 1 went 
into the garden, looked at, the wall, and perceived that a ladder 
winch had stood at the Jurtln t point, and on which I had 
been counting as a stand-by. had boon removed, whereupon 
1 complained to the Yuz Iiaslii of Said Nazal’s rudenc--.. and 
declared that, in spite of A lt ( Jhapar’s venerable white l>. ird, I 
looked upon him and bis whole bleed with the deepest disgust.
“ You aie right,” said the Yuz Bashi, “ a long heard Ims not 
much to do with the matter. Why, ft he goat ha- a long hemal."

2ist (October. -- Hakim Yli Boy called on me and (insured 
me of his friend-inn. and aid he w a,-, about l • • tU I mill h h>\ a 
with his caravan. ‘ The Khan's - said he, “ an just
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now filled with blood; at other times every one might ap­
proach him : now, however, lie listens to no one, but lays an un­
heard-of impost on each caravan that arrives, thereby quite 
ban mg the road to K hiva for us, and he has us hanged and 
impaled, &c., &c. This was no exaggeration, for he continu- 
allj put liis lurcoman subjects to death for theft and other mis­
demeanours, and by this means contrived to keep some sort of 
order in his territory. During my residence there five Turco­
mans were on one occasion all hanged at the same time.

Hakim A li B ey begged me to give him a letter to Pono­
marev, but I could not bring myself to trust him, so 1  gave 
him an old coin ol Julius Caesar, which all on board the cor- 
vette knew I carried on my person, and told him to give it to 
the ships Chaplain, Avith the request that he would burn a 
candle for it before the holy picture, and said that, as this was 
one ot our customs, I did not ask the service from him secretly, 
but he might make my commission known to every one. 
“ Forgive what has passed,” replied he, “ and tell no one that 
I have behaved to you, Turcomanlike, so rudely. I have come 
expressly here to bid you farewell.”

In spite of the strictness Avith Avhich the Turcomans Avere 
forbidden to come near me, they always found means of gain­
ing access. A  few of them were of great service, but the 
greater number Avere simply a nuisance.

23rd October.— A t length the Khan had returned from 
his hunting expedition, and arrived at the Canal Dash Haos.
Every one looked on it as a certainty that I should soon bo 
granted an interview. But five days passed, and i was still 
kept under surveillance ; so, seeing no means of escaping from 
my weary captivity, I determined to try the effect of threats 
as a last resource. 1 beggod my keepers to go repeatedly to 
the Khan, and to say in my name that winter was now at 
hand, and that there was danger of the corvette’s being ice­
bound in the bay of Balkan, or of being wrecked, as she could 
not depart without me, and that, in case of her suffering 
any mishap, the Khan would have to render an account of 
it to the itus-ian Czar. Unluckily no one dared to carry 
tin.- message to tlio Khan. Three of mv Turcomans, seeing 
now how badly things wero going, began to give themselves 
great airs, and one of tinm » veil asked me to discharge him.
I did o, and pi'i i'i irod to m v  ,j".V tlwt In afterwards repented 
of Ins slop, just as Bind bad done.

• I i M. (tct'ibr/ J o s l n y  I in\il'd Ui ( liaj'.'ii and file 
Vuz Bad,, to visit me, in order to t ain for certain what



the Khan’s real designs were, and begged them again to 
represent the state of the corvette to him, and how he would 
be called upon to answer for any damage it might sustain; 
but they prayed me to wait only for one day longer until 
Khwaja Margam should come to \ a l Kaldi, where lie w as 
hourly expected. Finding them determined, I wished to 
send Said or Petrovitsli to Khiva, hut this was not permitted.

4 th November.— I was to-day informed by a Turcoman 
that a Yomud, by name Niyaz Batur, had arrived in Khiva 
from the Krasnavoda coast with two letters from .Ponomarev, 
one for the Khan, and the other for me.

6th November.— A t  daybreak I sent off ICuhlji secretly 
to Khiva to look up Niyaz Batur and to ask him for my 
letter.

The next day Niyaz Batur brought the letter to me 
himself. He said that the Khan had been greatly pleased 
with Ponomarev’s letter, and had been formerly deceived 
by the false reports brought in by the Turcomans to the 
oilect that the Russians wore going to build a fortress on the 
coast, reports now contradicted by the letter, the Khan 
had therefore, aw a mark of his favourable intentions towards 
me, sent him personally to deliver my letter, and to pray mo 
to have a little more patience, as he would very shortly grant 
me the desired interview. Batur said a great deal more, but 
every other word was in bis own praise, or anout the deep 
obligation I was under to him, so 1 did not attach much 
faith to it all. However, I entertained him to the host 
of my ability as a messenger from the Khan, and om 
A tt Chapar constrained himself to-day to be liberal, and 
spent about as much money as lie usually did in a whole 
week.

Ponomarev’s letter contained nothiug of importance.
He merely said that he would await my return until the 
8  th Novembei.

1 gave Niyaz Batur a considerable present, and told him 
that, aw I had no wisli to keep anything scen t from tlm 
Khun, ho might communicate this letter to lum. Niyaz I ,om 
swore that in two days .1 should certainly I"1 HUinmoitcd to 
the Khan, and that meanwhile ho would send any new < that 
might ho o f importance to mo l>\ his own ■ |" rial me *engi r*.
The more I rofiootod .m the matter, the less 1 trusted th - 
Niyaz Batur’s words, but a man deprived ol ulnm a i\erv 
mums of rescue grasp- at any scrap ol hope that may mm
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up; so I abandoned myself to the jo y  that this conversation 
true* GC 11107 an<̂  ^e iGVCt̂  the assurances and promises to be

To celebrate the occasion I invited the relations of my 
Turcomans to the entertainment, bought two sheep, flour,
, ,c‘’ e ldU a I’l au luade, and treated them and the inmates of 
the tort as well as I could.

1 was probably the first time that those gloomy Avails 
had echoed the sounds of mirth; but as the half-starved 
slavers and Turcomans began to fight over the viands and to 
snatch the meat from each other’s hands, the festivities Avere 
soon over, and I dismissed Niyaz Batur.
tt i_9<j „ November.-~r£]1\B evening he visited me again.
IXc bad found the Khan at IVlai dungle, whither lie had gone 
for a few days’ hunting. Five more days elapsed without the 
Khan’s sending for me. Meanwhile David acquainted me that 
the Khan aves preparing for my reception, and had already 
ordered dresses for presentation to m e; that one door of 
my room was to be closed, behind Avhich a Russian would 
sit and overhear my words, and that I should bo dismissed 
with marks of honor, &c., &c. I could hardly believe all this ; 
therefore I begged the Yuz Bashi to tell me if he thought I 
should have to pass the winter in Khiva, or should be' able 
to depart soon after the audience, as I wished to shape my 
plans accordingly, l ie  replied— 1  cannot deceive you, and 
therefore confess that I do not myself know. I t seems, how­
ever, that you may expect the summons hourly.” [ begged him 
again to carry my message about tlio corvette to the Khau, and 
he promised that, if no one should arrive from Khiva by tho 
next dav at noon, lie would himself ride straight to the Khau.
Three days went by, and lie never took his promised ride.

1 represented to him again that he had nothing to fear 
in the matter, as, according to Niyaz Batur, the Khan was 
w ry kindly disposed towards me. lie  replied You are mis­
taken. 1 did not wish to shake your confidence at first and to 
make you distrust a mail in Avliom you had once trusted, but 
now l must tell you that Niyaz Batur is an arch traitor; in 
oin word, lie is a Turcoman, whoso word no one should accept 
ns true. W e Khivuns take the measure o f these gentry very 
h, < urntoly, and, accordingly, it. is here that they usually end 
their <uree.r on tho gallows Ho was right in the mam, for 
Niwiz nevor Merit me the pronuni.d ui* .rngers, anil strove, 
only to overreach mo in making the purehnu « which ho had 
undertaken tor me.

■ c°iSx



n th  November.— A t last the Yuz Bashi having been 
much offended by A tt Chapar in some matter or other, 
came to me, and said that he would immediately ride to Khiva 
and represent to the Khan both my plight and the situation 
of the corvette. Yes, he was resolved, he said, in spite of the 
dangers, to tell the Khan in my name that he would be respon­
sible to the Russian Czar for the loss of the latter, and that, 
lie wanted to keep me, he might at any rate let the corvette go 
by telling me so. Two days hence the Khan was to go off 
into the steppe on a three months hunting trip, and all his 
carts and beasts of burden had already been sent on ahead.
“ If things go well,” said the Yuz Bashi, “ expect me back to­
morrow afternoon.”

15th November.— Ho left me on the 14th and the whole 
of the next day passed in fruitless waiting. 1  began to think 
that the Y u z  Bashi had been called to account for con­
veying my message to the Khan, or that my affairs were 
taking an unlucky turn, so I determined to carry out my 
early project and save myself by flight. U ns project 1 dis­
closed only to Betrovitsh, for I feared to trust myself all at 
once to Said; however, I managed to lead the latter on to recom­
mend the very thing I was driving at. A t  first I pretended 
that I could not possibly bring myself to run away, but at last 
assented to liis (1) proposal, and then we settled down to consi­
der the best means by which the scheme could bo carried out. 
Eventually we concocted the following plan oaul w aste 
buy horses from his relations and to bring two 1 uroomane to 
m, with us. These latter were Khan Mahomed and Januk, 
robbers who wore leaving K hiva to escape the gal low s I pro­
mised to compensate Said for the loss ot bis camels, and further 
to make over to him and his comrades the presents intended 
for the Khan. Said, it was arranged, was to go to the mar­
ket on the morning of the 16th and buy boots and turs ; lie 
was to return bv noon, go back to the village in tbe evening, 
and bring the burses to the fort at midnight, when I 
was to rouse my comrades, and we wore then all to leave the 
place with our fire-arms loaded. In onlor that. • aa ’ " 1 
run no unnecessary danger, it was agreed to wail tor t m  ̂ »■ '
Bashi until the evening of the 16th, and that, d be bon d 
a.rive aft. r Said bad gone to fetch .ho horses, wo "bon d 
earn out, our project all the same, l.owovor lj.vo..r»l.l«: tlm 
news mi.-lit bo that he brought, for without doubt llm repot! 
of our intended llight would by that lame . v g o t  abroad, 
and Said's ruin and out own would be the result^

/ n #*- ■ g° i$ x
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"” ** nT1j  p  f  -Said went off in the morning, as agreed,
V /v- e, 1 0 V 1  8 1  and  ̂ looked about us for the b e st' place 
f -  ̂ rC/. ° U1 escaPe out of the fort from. A fter much reflec- 

on 1  f° and that the best method would be to get over the 
i ;  '  'V™ , a roPe> although Said had expressed his strong

thl!  p an; ®aF ng that lfc would bo much better to go 
out by the gate and take A tt  Chapar’s horses with us. W ith
in™ kWe co,uld 14hc;n S° at gallop to the frontier, and, leav-
Turconnut iaUSted animals there> steal fresh ones from the

aH bad been settled for our flight, I waited impa- 
tjentlv foi mid-day to see what fate had in store for me. 1 I f  

had not wished to leave Y a l Kaldi secretly, I could certainly 
have forced my way out, for there were only a few lads and 
armed men in the place, and besides, I could have counted on 
ti.e assistance of David and the Persian slaves. I f  pursued 
I would have defended myself to the last drop of blood, and 
Mould probably have had a fair chance of getting off safe and

7Z* ST  T ° '  SutlrithJit no Yuz Bw hi, and no Said.J began to fear treachery, and was not a little anxious about
' ' '*y , K' ,Hnn sinking, and I was sitting meditating in 
a coinei, v,ben suddenly Said made bis appearance and'sat 
down beside me. “ You are late,” said I, “ but perhaps your 
/e.d and your many commissions are to blame1. Is all roadv 

“ J]old' Murad Bay,” he replied ; “ don’t be in a.
Innry, but listen to what I have done. When 1  reflected that 
toen. ;ll° ™led by destiny, i thought that perhaps it, would 
punish us it wo should fly and try to escape it.” J stood un 
on hearing this, and said- “ W hy did you not tell mo yesterday 
dial, you could not lo op your word I Destiny wishes us to fly 
but you un- a traitor. ilavu you bought wliat I told you to \
I allow wind my course shall he.' “ I have bought nothing "

at, “ and lien is your money liaok." I bad given him 
1 0  ducats, and ho now gave mo a handful of small coins and 
, ! l" ' d las worth scarcely eight ducats, because, as 
be pretended, bo bad lost heavily in changing the money 
Depending so much as I did upon Said, who might 
letray mu at any moment, 1 was much puzzled "to  

know what to do to make my oscupu alone, or („ abide 
'ey late. My vi si bio gra f wi nt, to Said’s heart,; ho lao 

■I iny iorguen. , Wept like a child, and promt . I p,
"i ui.o, o i ery Hi mg for our flight on the following day 1 

wa i'''iiroiie.limg him liitti rly for his nn.au behaviour,‘when 
"j" “ oly hulil.ji .mine with tlm m.-w-; that the Yuz Ibialu was
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aooroachin". The latter came forward cordially and said-- 
“ The' Khan desires to see you, and to-morrow morning early 
Ave must be off. A t  first he was angry with me for leav­
ing my post by you, but when I represented to him the 
circumstances of the case, the situation of the corvette, and 
the responsibility he was incurring by his discourteous treat­
ment of an Envoy, he determined at last to admit you to an 
audience” 1  thanked him, and made him a handsome 
present, and this was the happiest evening 1  had passed in 
Y a l Kaldi during my 48 days’ imprisonment there. M y 
Turcomans paid me now all due respect, and A t t  Chapar 
formerly so rude and unbearable, condescended to all sorts ot 
flattery and self-abasement, begging me pressmgly not to tell 
any one how badly I had been treated during my stay.

17 th November.—  A t  night I sent to the neighbouring 
villages for the horses I required. The report ot the Khan s 
favour had speedily spread, and towards morning friends and 
acquaintances came round to wish me luck, really only in the 
hope of getting something out of me, or of attaching them­
selves to my following, so as to come in for a share of the 
gratuitous guzzling ot pilau ami tea at Khiva. Air C nipat 
had promised the day before to provide horses, hut the \ uz 
Kashi advised me not to trust him, as although he WM 
Mu-sulman, he had nevertheless all the deceit and treachery 
of liis nat ive country.  Before leaving 1 made Petro^tSh 
distribute small coins among the inmates ot  ̂ al Kaldi, and re­
warded all the servants and slaves who had tried to please me 
with trifling presents. They all knew me very well now, and 
came in a body to the gate to see me off; old men, girls, 
mothers, and children followed me, and even my warder a 
surly dog, was civil for the first and last time

’ Wo rode 2 !) miles to the N. K , and reached Khiva After 
passing through two tracts of steppe intersected by canal-, 
along the banks of which stood large villages and gardens 
(the K hi vans thoroughly understand irrigation), l ''a me io 
two canals, one crossing the other by means of an aqueduct, 
over which again there was a bridge.

Five miles from the city the gardens begin. 'I here am 
roads running through them, and here an.I there appeal pl.icen 
like Ynl Kaldi, the ivsidene. - of the landh.ld.-i ■ Na city, 
at a little distance, presents a \. ry beam del appeal.m. e. I t •* 
surrounded by a, high stei.e wall, over which tower the sky- 
blue dome el the great iiiom|U-, with a g o ld e n  hall at th< lop 
The nuuibej less gardens, which prevent ••■ la h Mom , an i . i



{ ( 1 ) 1  , IflT
\ v s A f 8  Muraviev’s visit to the Turcoman inhabitants

of the largeness of the town, help to make up a most charin- 
ing picture.  ̂ Just in front of the entrance there are a num­
ber of ancient tombs, and a little canal, which runs right 
through the high road, and is crossed by a handsome stone 
bridge.

A t  this point there was a crowd of inquisitive people 
waiting to see me, who accompanied me all the way to the 
house set apart for my use. The narrow streets I found 
quite blocked up by a sea of people, pressing on every side, 
and ducking under the very horses, and the Y uz Bashi had 
to make a passage for us by main force. In the crush I no­
ticed several unhappy Russians, who humbly took off their 
caps, and begged me in under tones to obtain their release.

After riding for about 500 yards between dwellings made 
of wattle coated with mud, we alighted at a nice-looking 
house in a cul-de-sac. The Yuz Bashi led me into a fine 
court-yard, clean and well paved, .on to which opened several 
apartments. O f the latter a large one was allotted to me, 
and a smaller one to my Turcomans. M y room was a very 
elegant one, furnished in oriental taste, with beautiful carpets,
&c., but the cold was something intolerable. The prying 
crowd followed mo even into my room, but the Y u z Bashi 
drove them out, and then went to report my arrival to tho 
Khan.

During his absence tho crowd again appeared, struggling 
and scuffling up to the very door and completely stopping all 
thoroughfare in the court-yard, the servants placed here by 
the Barash Bashi being quite unable to disperse them, and I 
was only relieved of my importunate visitors by the return of 
the Yuz Bashi. The gates and entrances were now securely 
locked, and only my guards remained, who, however, never 
presumed to enter the room without being asked to do so.
They took up their quarters in the Court, and only a few 
went to their homes, first asking my permission. A tt  Chapar 
himself spent five full days in tho court-yard, and was immensely 
ph ased with the title ut “ bather,’ which i occasionally ad­
dressed him by in irony, especially when I abused him. Tho 
Yuz Bashi now felicitated mo on my arrival, and announced 
that I was to la1 the guest of * Mehtar Aga Yusuf, the Brand 
V '/.'a r of Khiva. A cook was sent me, hut independently of 
what he prepared, great dishes of food, ha, and fruits canto 
every' day li in flc  Vi/.ier. Th< ie mark of distinction 
aie ■ |>111• unusual among the Klmans, hut in spite ol them 
all, during the ti; ■. day- I e . 1111 11 allied in the fashion
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^ ^ ^ x h e r e  was not the slightest relaxation in the watch kept over me.
On the evening of my arrival Khwaja Margam came to 
make my acquaintance. H e is director of taxation, and a 
very crafty person, but very sprightly in manner. A  whole 
hour passed in mutual compliments, then he begged my 
permission to solicit the Khan to entrust the whole manage­
ment of the negotiations to him. 1 replied that it was 
not my place to nominate the Khan’s officials ; but he arrang­
ed it for himself the very same evening, and informed me 
that the Khan had honoured him with the duty, and now re­
quested that I would make over the letters and presents 
to him. I hesitated for a long time, and would not venture 
to comply with his demand until I had satisfied myself from 
the Y u z  Bashi as to the truth of what he said. A t  first 
1  gave him only the letters, but had soon to make over 
the presents as well, as they were called for the same night, 
Mahomed Ragim being in the habit of sleeping in the day­
time and working by night. Y u z Bashi advised mo to 
seal up the packet, so as to prevent pilfering on the part 
of Khwaja Margam and his subordinates. This I did, 
placing the cloth and brocade, &c., &c., in a large tray, and 
packing the whole in linen. 1 then made the package 
over to Khwaja Margam, whose servants carried it off with 
the greatest socresy. I ordered Petrovitsh to follow them, 
but he returned in two hours, which caused me to dread that 
some contretemps had occurred. He came in dressed like 
an Usbeg, and immediately took off a huge head-piece, and, 
hurling it into one corner of the room and his coat into 
another, protested that this should be the very last job ol the 
kind that ho would ever undertake, for it seomod lie had boon 
kept standing in a corridor until near frozen to death.
A t  last Khwaja Margam had appeared, made him take 
oil' his clothes, and presented him in the name ol tho 
Khan with thi s strange apparel, whereupon ho was dismiss- 
cd. By the way ho sold tho garments to A lt  (Jhapar the 
very next day. Dew an Bnki Mehta Aga, lrom whom I 
had borrowed the trav before alluded to, came to a h me \ t 
it back. 1 asked the  ̂ uz Bashi about it, hut, ho sail! “ Mehta 
A ga will never see hi tray again, for tho Khan is a strong 
man, and never lets go <d a thing that once tall- ini" he 
clutches.” Among tho gilts tin jo was a s i lv e r  on ahu ll 
wore packed two loaves of sugar, lull' ol lend, loll'", ol gun 
powder, ami 1 0  musket Mints. The Khali had <-mplo\e,| liim 
sell all night in gazing at his presents, lull ln-i .uirioMly li nl 
been greatly roused bv (hi- wuher. lie  lilted it up, wmn.leied
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at its weight, and asked the Y u z  Bashi if he did not think it 
might contain the ducats he was expecting; but he was amazed, 
on taking oft the linen covering, to find himself deceived.
Ihe Ivlii vans put the following interpretation on this gift :—
The two loaves of sugar stood, according to them, for an offer 
of peace.and sweet friendship, whilst the ammunition signified 
that, if friendship were not agreed to, war would be the result.

18tli November.— No audience granted yet. Being 
desirous of making a few presents to the Khan’s eldest brother 
(Kutli Murad Inakh), I found that this was not allowed, 
unless the Khan gave his permission. I therefore sent the 
Y u z  Bashi to obtain the necessary sanction, and despatched 
Petrovitsh in the night with some cloth, brocade, sugar, and 
other trifles. Petrovitsh bad not been allowed to see the 
Khan’s brother, but brought back five gold tillas which had 
been presented to him.

Among these gifts there was also a razor case, which 
was fitted with a tin soap box, containing a piece of black 
soap. Inakh looked at each thing separately, but when 
v,o came to the soap, an article he was unacquainted rvith, 
lie . gan to suspect evil designs on him ; so he called 
for his physician, and as that individual was also nonplused, 
ho •sent messenger after messenger in hot haste to ask 
me about it. 1  had quite forgotten what the case con­
tained, and requested, therefore, that it might bo sent 
for me to look at just for a mouiont, when I. would 
at once explain the contents ; but this was absolutely refused.
1 then (h ired that the small box containing the mysterious 
article should bo sent,; this also was refused, and 1 was re­
duced to asking for the article itself without its box ; but hero 
the Yuz Bashi replied— “ Inakh is just such another strong 
man as the Khan ; ho also never returns what lie lias once got 
hold of. I shall, however, go and calm him. O f course it must 
bo a piece of soap and nothing else. The same evening I 
remembered that I lmd 10 beer glasses for the Khan, which 1 
had forgotn n to send with the other things. 1 nuked tho 
Yuz B.i-hi to give them to him now, mid to apologize for my 
forget ft line. “ That is of no consequence,” lie replied, “ our
Klim will lol;r ;ii any time; the only iliflicuUy i- to gel any • 
t i l i n g  out ol him. With us glass is a rarity, mid Ik will i.iu 
much ploit ml wit 11 those; but don I -end him ton, lor Ilia! is 
on,-uli nil till lucky anioi, ' u-. Send nil her nine, which is our 
lie ky number. ” lie  tlieia .lore took nine glasses to the Khan, 
and clime back al midnight. Tin. Khan had been immensely
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and had examined each glass separately, repeating—c LLj

% pssjs srs?sars
entail the delinquent’s mouth being cut up to tl e e us ^  e^ 
thelcss, in spite of this stringent law, s,uokl" -  ; S ', .^ u>1 
valent, and the Khan was forced to connne at tie  pmctmo as 
regarded some of his highest Munster,. M 7 & ^ vob 
snToke instead of tobacco, the leaves of a plant they call 
“  bang,” which must be most injurious, as a beginner loses con­
sciousness on using it.

Among the Khan’s gifts there was also a glass " Kaliyan ”
(hookah-stand), which puzzled him much. . ^w as a v^sc
did not venture to tell him the truth, so said it iu  a vessel 
for holding vinegar, which he had a great fondness lor. My 
burning glass caused much astonishment, many coming to me 
overesslv to see it, The opinion was that its wonderful pro­
perties could not pertain to glass, and that therefore it must 
be some sort of rock crystal.

lSth and 19th November.—Those two days were also 
passed in close confinement. No one was permitted to yiat 
Ine without special sanction. I remembered what David told
me in Yal Iviildi, viz., that a Russian would be posted behind
mv door to listen to what 1 said, and truly j hnind every­
thing turn out as he had foretold and distmc ly lean 
some one at the door. 1  therefore took a seat close by d and 
aiioke in a loud voice to the interpreter ahn.it the K h an s 
warlike qualities, his groat, power, and the superiority of dm 
K h ivan sto  the IV.rsians, Ac. l or three successive days L 
noticed that this eaves dropping wcutoii. I ho I rime .Mini I.
and those who had charge o f  me did their best to  wm my 
fricndsliin, and, once when they saw me looking downcast, 
sent for a certain Mull a Said to amuse me. I Ins person was 
about forty years old, was possessed of much intelligence, and 
bad all the gay humour and vivacity of a Kuropoan. I 
witlv flow o f talk was certainly most agron-aMv, <onl lm 
l.laved elicsH (n great game in Khiva) bettei than any one 
1 have o m  m it T h  Mull* lived entirely on Urn pn onto 
given him hv the high olheials o f  tin Klmnate, »itl> uhem  
lie hud frequent l> to pass Ills evening.-. Ill .ph'.ved claws 
With them, viretovcm ci, n d deud, related -tor,. J. and -o on



l i e  thoroughly understood Arabic, Persian, and Turkish, and 
spoke distinctly and well : he was intimate with the ancient 
history ot Asia, and spoke of it with enthusiasm, giving 
point to his words by frequent quotations from the best poets, 
i io  told mo laughingly that he owned a house in the suburbs, 
winch. he had not entered for 14 years, as he had invariably 
to spend his nights with the Nobles of Khiva. H e complain- 

utterly of the present regime, and lamented the severity 
ot a Khan who would not so much as allow drinking and 
smoking in his realm. H e stayed over two hours with'me.

2Qflt November.— -At length, towards evening, Khwaja 
Margarn sent me a message through Said Nazar to the effect 
that the Khan wished to see me. I dressed in full uniform, 
but put on a K hiva hat, and had a red facing sown over my 
collar, so as to conceal my real rank from the Russians about 
court. The Yuz Bashi told me that it was not permitted to 
appear before the Khan with a sword on, but 1  objected to 
lay mine aside, and told him to represent this to the Khan.

“ There you go spoiling everything,” said the Y u z Bashi.
The Khan is now well disposed to you, but I shan’t 
give him your message. I shall rather tell him that you 
have not got a sword at all, but only a long knife,” and, 
indeed, it was only a Circassian side arm that I had, and 
not a regular sword. Y u z Bashi, however, soon returned with 
the reply that the Khan begged me to appear without any 
side arm whatever, so as not to transgress the custom of the 
country. I gave in, hoping thereby to fulfil my mission 
more quietly. The Yuz Bashi and my warders now preceded 
mo, and likewise some strong men armed with clubs to clear 
the way. There was a great crowd, the very roofs swarming 
with spectators, and here, again, I heard the imploring voices 
of some Russians among the multitude. Thus wo passed 
through a narrow cross lane to the gate of the palace, where 
1  was made to halt until f had been announced. 1  was 
noon invited to enter. The gateway is a handsome brick 
structure, showing considerable taste. The first court-yard is 
not very large ; it is sanded, and surrounded by a hideous 
mud wall. Along this wall 63 Kirgis Envoys sat who had only 
come t o p a y  tlieir compliments to the Khan, gorge thoiu 
selves, receive the present of a coat of coarse cloth, and go 
homo a g a i n .  The second court is si ill smaller, and const i- 
t in  -. the arsenal. 1 observed hero seven guns mounted on 
can cio. s, which quite, resembled Itiis-i.iri pieces of ordnance.
J he I bird court >■  the mi called “ l ia r m vu ah  Kliatia,  wlicm
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^ " C m o i l s  of State assemble From this court I « W f a t e J  ,
covered passage (mud Avails and ^  p'tjie Khan’s servants, 
uneven), at the entrance to whi< - , , , down ^wo
On reaching the end of this corn<-o r ^  ^  the°otber three, 
steps into a fourth court-yaid, - , , aud there
but surpassing them all in filth, ami covered ImM aM
with w id e , “ in  the middle of thru s cod ^
A s  I went down the steps, a. n < him to^ e a .Russian 
approached, whose slit nose Siberia This fellow came 
convict, probably a refugee fr  ̂ trie(l to drag me for-
behind me, and, seizing me b\ ‘ ’ m i j throiudi ray
ward. A t  that moment the thought JU sh ed  ^
mind that I was betrayed, and tR > execution. 1  turned
unarmed, not for negotiation, u - ^ t(j pu]j me by my
round, and angrily enquired ho m.m ran off. The Y u z
sash, but when I raised my bar howcvor by the informa- 
Bashi put my mind speedily at re. , ■ , Envoys
tion that it was the Khiva,, custom alwaym to M g  »  J  
before the Khan. The Russian now d o near . he
not, however, venture to touch my sash, but only ncia 
hand up behind me.

I remained standing before the Yurt, 
which the Khan sat, weaung a lL1 ,  ̂ },y a little

• T  1 a tn a a m T n d V . mo-silver button, uih nisu uiuo , On one
tionless with crossed legs onl a a, J  on tin other
side of the entrance stood Khwaja -.u . . . .  t
Yusuf Mehtar Aga, an old man, whom 1 now saw foi the 
time.

The Khan has a very taking exterior. He »iu. t he six 
feet hi>’h and they say that no horse cun carry him for longei 
than two hours a/a  time ; his beard is short an mdR 
pleasant, and bo speaks distinctly, lluently, and with „ t\.

I Miluted him an I eanie into bis prep uce, bill without

!hlVr,Tlii;!i v,nT u.iiVl’ h':* .1 ,1 l ...

KIVU’ Ihis country to tin- |folit and ren ew o l its l.nU . « '
upon the Minn stroked his beard, an aH-ran _ to !..« .> h
the two at the ontrn.ua and now nddresse.! ....ran H.. to "
n„r words :• ■ “ Klmsh < fdub fcvin ! Khusli t-alu bnu , . .
^oil are welcome.) “ Envoy, whoruloro ait thou come, and wlm
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u?r/  ̂ pU °* in>° I answered in the following words :—  
thp R l i f ? 61'10/  n *4 tlle possessions lying between
G a n i f  Or,,aQd % T * UUder whose r i o  are Tiflis,
■ Rnlrn > Tf , ?la’ . ai a ’a,C’’ ®̂ us^a> Nakha, Shekin, Shirvan, 
s i i i n  " l l " , ’, Astraccan, Caucasus, Lenkoran!
of arms tW, +i hV ° -  resf es and Provi™es taken by force o arms hum the Kajars, has sent me to thee to express his
deep respect, and to deliver the letter indited in an auspicious

The Khan. “ 1 have perused his letter.”
Muramev.— “  Besides this, he entrusted to me some gifts 

to be delivered to thee which I had the happiness to make 
ovei some days ago I am also commanded to make certain 
representations verbally to thee, and only await thy order to 
discharge myself of the message now, or at any other time that 
may be suitable.

The Khan.— “ Speak now.”

. Muraviev.— “  The Governor desires to establish a fast 
friendship with thee, and to enter into more intimate rela­
tions. I t  is therefore necessary that the trade between 
the two nations be placed upon a firm footing to their mutual 
profit and advantage. Our caravans going by Mangushlak 
must now travel 30 days through a nearly water]ess”  teppe, 
and this wearisome journey is the cause that the trade on 
both sides languishes. The Governor is accordingly anxious 
that in future the caravans should come to the Krasnavoda 
harbour in the Bay of Balkan, as by this new route they 
would only have a 17 days’ journey, and thy traders would 
always find merchantmen from Astraccan lying in the 
proposed new harbour, with all the goods and "materials 
for which thy subjects now come to us.”

The Khan.— “ Although it is true that the Mangushlak 
road is longer than the Krasnavoda, one, still the people 
on that route are adherents of mine, whilst the Yomuds 
inhabiting the coast towards Astra bad are subject to the 
Kajars. My caravans would therefore run the risk of being 
plundered, and lor Libs ii nun 1 emmet agree to the proposed 
cliuugi •

Muraviev. - - “ Taxir I * If thou wilt but ally tbys.,11 to 
us, thy enemies shall also he our enemies. Tin# renown of 
thy Dims is well known to me. But what reply dost thou

• T i u i r ,  l l i c  K b » u  o f  K l a v a  »  Lille, m c i . o i u g  l i u r , i l l \  w i n o . "
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command that I carry to the Governor, who desires thy 
friendship? He prays thco to send him a man who enjoys 
thy confidence, and who, on his return, will acquaint thee with 
his mind. For me, I shall, on reaching my own country, 
hasten to the Emperor and give him an account of my recep­
tion and thy answer.” ,

The Khan.— “  I shall send some trusty men with thee 
and give them a letter to the Governor. I myself desire that 
firm and sincere friendship may bo founded between us.
Khush Galub San !” The last words signified that I was to 
withdraw, which I did after bowing. I was then taken back 
to the “ Harniyush Khana,” followed by Khwaja Margam and 
Mehta Aga. Great dishes of sweetmeats and fruit wore 
presently brought me, and I passed half an hour in this place, 
being questioned by Mehta Aga as to the relations existing 
between Russia and Persia, the strength of our forces in 
Grusia, &c., &c. To the latter question I replied that wo 
could bring together in that province about 60,000 regulars, 
the same number of irregulars, and a formidable body of horse.
The Yuz Baslii presently arrived with a servant, and gave me 
an embroidered turban from the Khan. This Was tied on my 
head, whilst my waist was bound round with a rich Indian 
girdle, into which a silver-sheathed dagger was stuck, anil a 
robe with short sleeves made of Russian brocade thrown over 
my shoulders ; then, having exchanged my cap for a worse one, 
sent by the Khan, they led me back into the presence. Now 
came a repetition of the former scene. First I remained silent, 
then was ordered by the Khan to repeat my former words, 
which I did, receiving the same answer as before. 1 then 
said—“ Khan, in what manner can I show myself worthy 
of the favours thou hast bestowed on me ? 1 should, indeed,
think myself fortunate if the Governor \v\ re to accredit mo to 
thee next year, that I might prove my devotion.”

“ Thou wilt come if they send thee,” lio replied* “  but let 
the Governor dispose o f my representatives as lie may think 
tit. H e is quite it liberty to send tin in to (In Czar if he 
likes.” L went hack to the principal gate, where 1 found a 
splendid grey horse o f  tlm Turcoman breed awaiting mo.
1 mounted him and wontollj my Turcomans, one on each sale, 
holding tho bridle, whilst two others walked beside my 
stirrups ; but the crowd was so dense, that I ’• t mvit ih, v ho 
w us mi fiei, could not km ]' up with me. 1) tiring I lie in lei view 
I bad addressed Hie Khan in ns loud a lone a-. I could command, 
and had stood erect and unconstrained in hi- presence, which

10
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men^hkrh^10 yim!stcrs> accustomed to slavery and abase- 
thpir’lnr.? y 0 |cusiye, and they showed their displeasure by 
mv H nvt at th? .?“ *  The P°Pulace escorted me back to 
colts d?sWH ?  the KhwfJa bargain came and had cloth 
at onlt S  C am°ng a11 “ y Pe°Ple- Said was put out 
a;  5 ett,nf  a coarse scarlet coat of the same quality
t o  to ?.o t0 rn “ d ™ nted t0 «*>ct it, but did not 
messao- f  *°‘ ,^  ^vaja Margam also gave some further 
founder from P 1Gf i*-an’ nand ,ni’°rmed me that a cannon 
Khan hid Constantinople resided in Kluva, and that the
He' fin Into m-ent 7  iCT ma? ded llim to cast an 80-pounder.

All the servants now withdrew, and the people encom­
passed me in such a manner that without the Yuz Bashi\s 
assistance I should never have been able to shake them off or 
indeed, to leave Khiva at all, as I had neither men nor horses 
at command.

The latter deficiency forced me to spend the night in the 
thankful, indeed, was I to have discharged my duty.

A t the last I sent a petition to the Khan to be allowed to 
present something to his three most eminent Ministers.

Permission was granted, so I sent Mehta Aga, Khush 
to g 1 (who, however, did not reside in Khiva), and Khwaja 
Margam each a piece of cloth, some silk, and a watch in 
sphe of all my efforts T never contrived to see Sultan Khan 
who had made a great name for himself in 1813 by uniting 
three Turcoman tribes, inimical to one another, under hiZ 
standard, and leading them against the Persians. J asked 
the Yuz Baslii to allot tho remainder of the presents aceord- 
nig to merit. A  glass “ Kaliyan” took his fancy, and for a 
long tune ho pondered as to who was worthy of ‘ it. At last 

« k c l  me to cover my face with my cap and to make tho 
allotment ftt random. This 1 refused to do, preferring to .five 
lipj Kaliyan to liiiuHclf, which mado him very happy. Ait 
Chnpar kept bothering rno for something, hut I gavo him 
onl y a, scrap of cloth, with which ho was much dissatisfied,
■aixl, going away in a rage, did not again give mo the pleasure 
, ■’ 1 "g  •>"» I heard biil.w .1u..,.tly that Khwaja Margum

'• ll* hi mi oiiorinouK bill to the Klum fin rny expenses 
Wlolst at al Kaldi, charging nt the rate o f two tillu.s a 
Hay, wlioroas his father only received one tillft a day from 
! fill lor my , uhhitttoiin

' gô n . -



' / n

C P  § L

C H A P T E R  III.
Return.

21s£ November.— M y wish had been to leave Khiva early 
iu the morning and to go back to Y al Kaldi, there to await 
the arrival of the Khan’s Envoys, viz., the Yuz Basin’, Ash 
Nazar, and Yakoob Bey, a Sart by birth ; the latter could 
read and write, and was a shrewd man, but bore a  bad 
character. However, I had to postpone my departure until 
mid-day, and was meanwhile entertained again by order of 
the Khan, but was unable to eat anything, as cold pilau was 
all that Avas set before me. The Yuz Bashi went himself to 
the market and made a few purchases for me, and then, when 
all was ready and the horses stood saddled at the door,
I suddenly remembered that the lock of my double-barreled 
gun was out of order, and asked for a gun-maker. A  hand 
some young man of about 20, in a turban, but with unmis­
takable Russian features, presented himself to me as such. T. 
asked him, if he spoke Russian, in that language, and lie 
answered, “ No,” in Persian, and then proceeded to examine the 
lock, talking noAV Persian, now Turkish, all tho time Avith 
the greatest fluency. In his conversation ho shoAved much 
acuteness, and Avhen he had discovered Avliat was the matter, 
lie took the gun and ran home Avith it. I now learned Unit 
his father was a Russian by birth, Avho had been kidnapped 
and sold as a slave at Khiva, whore ho had embraced the 
Mahomedan faith and married a Persian slave. The fruit 
of the marriage was this young man, Avho had mode such 
rapid progress in his studies, that bo was already a Mulla, 
and supported his poor family, having lirst had to purchase 
their freedom. I Avas in the act of starting when the young 
man, quite out of breath, brought me back the gun, but 
it Avas so badly repaired, that I could not use it. lie id .o 
brought me some dozens of eggs and some white rolls, for 
which T gave him a ducat.

1 gave the gun to I lie \ uz Bashi to ex.annuo, and a ki d 
him, . hould it appear necessary, to give it buck to tin .pm 
siuith to put into thorough repaid, and to bring it with him 
Avlieii ho came to Yal Kaldi.

Russian led uiv horse when I stariod, tail muttered 
execrations on the awkwardness ot the Klin an- lop tl.

' Gov \
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custom ot being led in tlie daytime on horseback. On my 
way thiough the streets I saw many clusters of my unhappy 
coun hymen at different spots, who greeted me affectionately, 
anc at dressed me as their deliverer. One of them walked 
lor a long way abreast of my horse, and, when I turned

the F\tl SU] ’7 ” ^  no  ̂ f0 l’g ^  us Poor people in

In order to clear a passage for myself, I made Petrovitsh 
scatter small coins among the throng, which caused great 
hg lting, but had the desired effect of making an opening.

I'o my  horror, after we had been about three hours on 
the road, Petrovitsh discovered that he had dropped my 
money bag, containing 300 ducats. B y  a most lucky chance 
baid found it again, or I should have been reduced to the 
greatest extremities. Said asked the Y uz Baslii to request 
peimission from the Khan for him to load 17 camels with 
grain without paying the impost. I tried to persuade him 
not to ask for this, but Said was obstinate, so I told the Y u z 
Basin that lie should refuse to have anything to say to such 
matters. .Nevertheless, the permission was obtained, and Said 
and his comrades were let ofl the charge on their camels, and 
1  supplied funds for the purchase of the grain.

A t  11 p . m . we reached Yal Kaldi. The night was 
terribly cold, hut David met me a long way from the place.

The native o f  Bokhara Mulla B ey Mahomed, and all 
the inmates o f Yal Kaldi rejoiced over the happy termi­
nation to my affair, and wished mo a lucky journey back ; 
but alas ! I was doomed to a further sojourn o f  six days 
in this place. M y good reception by the Khan impressed 
every one most usefully, and my slightest word now suflicod 
to clear m y room o f inquisitive intruders when l  tired of 
their society. M y Turcomans also woro most, obedient ; they 
had from inlercourse with me improved much iu manner, 
and nlway managed to command respect from the people 
who visited them, I was particulnrly satisfied with Abu)
11" -in mid Kuhlji ; they served luu with the most obliging 
zeal, mid l therefore promised to send them both to the 
Doveimii ns Tiii'eiimmi represcutativi s, TJ,i.. pleased them 
iiniii"innly, lor they wei ir used to an indolent life and loved a 
w e l l -supplied b<mrd. I he i^lof ruble AtttJhnpar was absent..
Iri the meanwhile, however, lie had seized the horse o f a
i.... . i tU'Ofiiuun ' nb ring tie fort lo buy Home tobacco, nml re
hi '1 11 to .;i a m h ioli (or all llie iiidurtuutito a tears and
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prayers; indeed, he had had him kicked out ot the place, 
and, changing his mind three days later, had turned the horse 
loose on the steppe.

I procured here all the necessaries for my return journey, 
past experience helping mo to provide against the wants of 
the road. The cold was extraordinarily severe, so I bought 
furs, feet wrappers, and great Khivan boots.

For night wear I had large Kirgis caps made up, with 
long ear-lappets, so that by day I was a Khivan and at night 
a Kirgis in costume.* I laid in also mutton and rice and 
purchased several Russian ambling ponies, which are com­
mon in the Khanate, and finally got all my weapons into 
thorough order, with the exception of the double-barreled 
gun which the treatment in Khiva had ruined. A s  I was pre­
paring to clean this gun, I discovered a slip of paper in one 
of the barrels, on which the following was written in 
Russian :—

“ W e venture to inform your Honor that there are over
3 , 0 0 0  Russian slaves in this place, who have to suffer unheard 
of misery from labour, cold, hunger, &e. Have pity on our 
unhappy situation and reveal it to the Emperor. In grati 
tude we shall pray to God for your Honor’s welfare.” The 
perusal of these lines deeply affected me, and I thanked God 
that 1  should, perhaps, have the fortune to serve as an instru­
ment of help. And now I can say 1 have done ray duty, for 
the Emperor is acquainted with the circumstances, and will 
certainly exert himself in behalf of the unfortunates to the 
best of his power. Almost at the same time David brought 
an old Russian to me, the same who had previously wished 
to speak with me at the Yal Kaldi gate, but whoso request 
at that time the circumstances compelled me to refuse.

The old man’s name was Joseph M elnikov; ho had been 
30 years in slavery, was the son o f a soldier, and had only 
been married a week when he was seized by the Kirgis near 
tin fortress o f 1’n a -ill i-d husk and -old us a slave at tvlovu.
After 30 years o f latter bondage, when hv daily and nightly 
work ho had at length scraped together sufficient money (o 
purchase his freedom, his master cheated him by accepting 
his savings, and, instead o f setting him at libort v, si King him 
to some one else

D u rin g  m y first stay at \ id K aldi I had ei n a. vend 
I ’ ll mil n n Tell lilt i d e l  r IVolil \  •Il'ilCi Ml, VI In had I.HHHI Clip 
lured near Mangu Idm, md mi the I .mini.
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, , November)'.— The Y u z  Bashi arrived to-day, but Y a -
a ffiir  1S A r Sanh detained there by domestic

2 7th November.— This day I departed from Y a l Kaldi 
alter receiving the hearty adieux of all. M y first night’s 
quarters was 1 1  miles from the fort, in the Y u rt of a Turcoman,
N. name Aman, of the Bahrain Shah race. Am an Avas a 
. V^vi • k aid s> had some kind of connection with the Court 
a ., Khiva, and had secretly acquainted me during my captivity 
with Avhat went on there ; but in spite, of all this, he Avas a 
thorough-paced scoundrel, and had so cheated me in some 
purchases I asked him to make for me on one occasion, that 
1  had been obliged to drive him away. W ith Am an there 
dwelt an old Turcoman of 80 years, Avho in his younger 
days had been renowned for his robberies, and now in his old 
age assisted this family by his counsel in important matters.
Ho Avas held in high esteem by all Turcomans, and his con­
versation exhibited intelligence, experience, k n o A vled ge o f  men, 
and sagacity.

Joy at my departure kept me from sleeping, so I sat up 
all night, talking with this octogenarian. We did not adhere 
to our former route, but Avent back by the straight road from 
K hiva to the Tuar well, which passes by the Takka tribe. 
Travelling as I was with Khivan Envoys, 1 had now, of 
course, nothing to dread from the attacks of robbers: but, 
inti), regard to the water scarcity, avo heard that snow had 
fallen on the road, but thaivod again, forming a puddle near 
the ruins of Shah Sanam, Avhieh was the only water we could 
depend upon obtaining until avo reached the A k  Nabat well.
We did not leave Aniau’s Y u rt until the afternoon of the 
following day, as avo had to wait for Yakoob Bey. I spent 
the morning in writing a letter to Ponomarev, which I intend­
ed to despatch by the Turcomans Khan Mahomed and Janak 
a soon as wo should have crossed the last canal in (bo 
K.l innate. the caravan comprised iio Turcomans, a\ ho had all 
looked forward to the happy conclusion of my negotiations, 
bad waited for my departure, and now called themselves my 
be) \ants in view to dlinking tea and feast ing at my expense 
on llic read, and to siicuio conliniu.ul immunity I'rmii (ho 
K hau a new impost. Many of tin m rode on horseback. Tlmy 
wore, lor the most part, friends and relations of Said s, and had 
probably all got off paying Ibo tax T h e y  were so utterly 
a1 ■ intinin bhtimo an to eoiue and rode mo |dr clothes for the 
journey, but 1 drovo them all away. There was a certain
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'^ L S j& w a r  Usfca among them who luul a young and very beautiful 
wife and two sons of eight and nine years with him. H is lazi­
ness was so great, that he did positively nothing the n nole 
way, his wile and children having to attend to the camels, 
as well as manage everything else. I lis  sole occupation 
used to bo to sit by my fire either to warm himself or to 
tell anecdotes. H is wife also used frequently to come to me, 
and always brought me a piece of bread when she did do so, 
which 1 repaid in sugar. Their unaccustomed good living 
had now so told on my Turcomans, that they became as lazy 
as possible; only one' man, by name A bu l Hossein, did any 
hard work for me. H e did everything, indeed ; attended to 
the horses and camels, packed their loads, repaired the broken 
harness at night, and fetched the wood, kindled the fire, and 
cooked the food. W e made much shorter stages now than 
on our upward journey, because the camels had all full loads : 
we soldom marched at night. B ut wo had just as many 
hardships to undergo as on the former occasion, suffering 
from groat cold and scarcity of fuel. 1 had at times to saddle 
my own horse, and almost every day to search for fire-wood 
and bring it in on my shoulder. Pctrovitsh’s duty, however, 
was to provide fuel for the whole of the caravan. When, 
therefore, we arrived at the place where we were to paps the 
night, ho would assemble all the candidates for tea, and go 
out to forage for wood, amusing them with stories and prais­
ing tiro active ones, but not doing a hands-tum himself for 
the good reason that lie was so wrapped up that ho could 
not move, that is to say, he had on six coats, a K irgis cap 
completely enveloped his head, &c., &e. W o always arranged 
our bivouac so as to have the baggage on one aide und the fire­
wood on the other, placed so as to leave only one means ol 
entrance'.

In the midst of this sort of redoubt blazed a huge fire, 
and outside the camels lying dose packed formed a second 
breast-work. M y lire was generally surrounded by a number 
of lazy Turcomans, and oven the .Iv hi van 1‘lnvovs used to sit 
there cross-legged, inert and fuel less, not during l o  o r d e r  
their own people to gather wood. I boy accordingly ;u nl -d 
themselves of mine, and as they were too lazy to p 'i’|aoo 
food from their own niisorabh stock, they' lived on ok  a- 
w«:||. This vice of indolence is prevalent in Khivi, hmli 
among the natives themselves ami the I iireomanH, to an 
i .l' id that quite surpasses belief. T iny are quite capsid, 
of going without, f o o d  for two days m. older to lit in (In 
same place and do noiliing, .mi tlioii a va ife  a, just a.-
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enormous as their laziness. They would invite me to eat 
1  ̂lcm> whilst all the time I was treating them. For 

. iis consideration they, to be sure, accorded me certain 
rights of superiority.

I  lie following is an account of my return journey in pro­
per order:—  J 1

28th November.— A fter mid-day we left Am an’s, and by 
evening reached the Canal "‘ Buz Hioman,” which is the last 
m the Khanate, after a march of about 17 miles. From this 
canal we crossed over into a tract of steppe as far as the eye 
could reach, single Y urts scattered here and there, but no 
cultivation ol any sort. This evening I despatched my letter 
to I onomarev. The cold was terribly severe, and I had to 
keep in motion all night without closing my eyes, and even 
then nearly had my i’eet frozen. Unluckily we could obtain 
no fire-wood whatever, and to make matters worse, three 
horses broke loose, and gave great trouble before they were 
recaught in the steppe. The Canal Buz Hoiman being 
frozen over, we carried off some pieces of ice for the way.

2(.)th November.— W o broke up our bivouac at a very 
early hour and pursued our course through the steppe. I was 
much struck by the large number of ruins.

?jOth November.— The road ran steadily through the 
Hat steppe, very scantily clothed with brushwood hern and 
there. From a distance wo saw the ruins of “  Daudan Kila.”

Ks-t December.— W e passed the ruins of Kasil Kila, but 
did not halt here for tho night, as our horses had not been 
watered since the 2 9 th ; we therefore pursued our march 
through the night of the 1 st. The horses of these parts can 
go for four days without water,- a thing i  should not have 
credited had 1 not witnessed it myself.

2nd December. A t  daybreak we reached tho dilapi­
dated fori reus of Shall Batumi, and this was the last ruin we 
came across for the rest of the road. Wo had a long search 
for tho pool of water wo had before been informed of, It 
was 30 X H foot in dimensions, and had only half a foot, of 
water in it, but it is ncvoithch ->sthe only stand-by for all the 
passing caravans. Here we all set to work, senio fetching 
wood, others breaking up the ice with their d iggers aud un it 
ieg it in kettles for ten, «V<■ , .Ye. After watering our horses 
at tin > lilt.liy pool, \ve again pm sued - <>ur journey. The Shall 
Snuntil min lies on Ihc nght hand sid< of fin loud, and is 
built on an artificial iiieiiud flic remains of some of tho
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^  apartments are still visible. This place is celebrated for an 
event the memory of which lives throughout the whole of 
Asia, and is perpetuated in song and legend.

Shah Sanam was the lovely daughter of a very rich and 
eminent man. The young Karib, renowned for his song and 
his bandura, fell in love with her, and she, to test his faith, 
demanded that he should not approach her for seven years, 
but travel in foreign lands for that period. The singer now 
makes over his bandura to his old mother, enjoining that no 
one shall be allowed to play on it, and starts on his travels. 
Passing through many lands and encountering many adven­
tures and dangers, from which he is rescued by the force of 
destiny and the help of good men, he at last returns after 
seven long years, his true heart burning with all the old love 
and cheered by the thoughts of home. His mother mean­
while has lost her sight .from continual tears shed for his 
absence, and three months before his return Shah Sanam has 
been promised by her ambitious papa to a wealthy neighbour 
in spite of all the poor little creature’s entreaties.

A The unhappy Karib seizes his bandura, flies to the house
of his beloved, and appears at the wedding feast. Time and 
travel have changed his features, and no one recognizes him.
He touches the strings and pours forth a song descriptive of 
his love, his wanderings, his anguish, and is discovered by the 
magic tones of the bandura, his adventures, above all, by his 
voice and passionate tire. The joy of union now takes the 
place of the bitterness of separation. Shah Sanam falls into 
his arms, and papa agrees to confirm their bliss.

The numerous ruins and visible traces of ancient canals 
are strong evidence that the Amu Dariva once ran through 
this neighbourhood in I ho days when that river emptied it 
self entirely into the Caspian. This tallies also with the 
Khivau tradition, that the river altered its course to the 
northward in conseipiunco of an eartiujuako which took j.J iei 
530 years ago.

3rd l)<reiu!i<— A ll the horsemen now hastened mi 
ahead of the caravan. Imping t. reach the well A  I, \almt l»y 
evening, but we were overtaken h\ the darkness, and force.I 
to pass the night on the road with hardly any forage tin ,,nr 
nags. The caravan itself went, on all night however, an.I 
caught us up on the morning of the Itli. having pas as I .1 
groat caravan "I (he Jukka , who w ie  piuhnhly ei 11 v ih 
ierred Iroiu violence kv d ; l >•( 1 1-. K i..m .Icpuim-
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X"5 i!.-?.£A 4 ;/( December.— W e arrived before noon at A k  Nr bat.
The whole road right to Tuar was strewn with the bodies of 
camels and horses lost by the caravans which had preceded us. 
The cause of this was that the Turcomans had stayed longer 
than usual in the Khanate, in the hope that Khan Mahomed 
Xtagim would remit the camel impost, and had only started 
when the cold had actually set in, some of them having paid 
the tax, others flying without doing so. Although not much 
snow had fallen, still the frost had made the ground like 
glass, and the camels, already enfeebled by want of forage, 
could not get on. Am ong the dead camels we saw some human 
corpses also. The Usbegs and Turcomans said that by 
their long beards they must be Persians, who are continually 
dragged from Astrabad to the K hiva slave market. They 
remarked a propoa of the corpses in the most cold-blooded 
manner, that it was of no consequence whatever, and that 
one-half of those “ Kazil Bashes ” generally died on the 
way from hunger and cold. The water of the A k  Nabat 
well is rather bitter. This well is situated in the midst 
o f a great steppe full of quick-sands. Only a few rises 
in the ground are visible in the vicinity. Before reaching 
the well, a road turns olf to the left, which leads to the 
Turcomans of the Takka tribe. W e did not halt until 
we had marched for an hour and a half after leaving 
the well.

5th December.— A t  2  o’clock in the morning we started, 
and marched till daybreak. I rode on with Petrovitsh, but 
as an irresistible drowsiness fell upon uie before daybreak, I 
got off my horse and followed Petrovitsh on foot, who un­
fortunately missed the road among the brushwood. It was 
cold and dark, and 1 no longer heard the voice of Kulilji, 
who never left the caravan and always sang. 1 therefore 
stopped in the hope that the caravan would pick mo up, 
and fell fast asleep, hut, on awaking, found myself in the midst 
ol’ the steppe, with no trace of a human being to be seen. In 
vain 1 shouted ; uo answer ouiuu : so, having the Into ol the 
Persians before my eyes, 1 began to search for a path, and, by 
tlm hnppiest chance, came across Kulilji, who was looking 
for me, and who took me back to tlu caravan.

Cith Dec'h'bcr. Started on the nth again, and went on 
without baiting until daybreak of the title when we reached 
a district called Tiyuniikln. Here we found some caravans cl 
tho Alta tidie : we re ted mi iho steep hanks ol the old \mu 
Uariya hod. The mwne Tiyquuklu is applied to u groat
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■ 1 • +i,„ rrrnnnd which is to be seen not far from the
banks'above mentioned. It is situated in the flat steppe, is 

OA vnrds deep, and 600 yards in circumference. In 
tlie bed of this hollow, on the north side, there is a sma 
spring of salt, bitter water.

On maps Tiyunakla is shown as a great lake, but that is
1J HiSttl/lvO

W e had followed the loft bank of the Amu Danya 
for more than five miles before we could get across, when 
we found ourselves on a bald steppe, without a twig or a 
leaf on it. The river bed here is called Angiunj, and ib not 
so deep as at Besh Disliik. In the river bed there is a little 
undergrowth. The night of the 6 th we set apart for repos*
The thermometer must have been down to 1 - or lo . the 
cold was terrible, and increased with the nigh.,.

7ih December.— To-night also we had to bivouac on 
a perfectly bald steppe, not a symptom of vegetation to bo
weon. 3 * i

8th December. — Towards morning we set out, and arrived 
by evening at the well of “  Dali,” which is looked on as the 
half-way house between Khiva and Krasnavoda. Beside this 
well stand the ruins of an old building. Here we found two 
Atta Turcomans with several camels, which they tried to > \- 
chango for the Khiva caravan camels, but their anmia s were m 
too bad condition to admit ol this, for it was the Atta tribe 
whose caravans had suffered so terribly on the m d , and the ^
Yurts stood by a well in the steppe, parallel with the 1 ah 
well, hut nearer the sea.

W e wanted to water our horses and eiunels hero but 
there was a dead camel in the well, "hie i i<u I’1" 1
in. From this place wo found the climate.much m.Mm, 
and encountered no more snow tor the lest o a, .1 nmu

Being impatient to get to the coast and the corvette,
I determined to abandon the caravan and ride on alma,I m- 
dopendently. I consulted with the \ u* '^ h .,  and leaving 
him. Potro'vitsh, and my servants with the earn' an . am .> 
on the night of tlie Stir in company with haul, Kuhlji,
Khivet (leader of a Turcoman caravan).

9th December— A t  daybreak we rested for an hour, mm 
saw several Atta caravans The country "as n o . -juilo -  
Hot as heretofore. l-'rum hero to the coast i«»le »< i ghl 
on eml hardly meting at all, that is to s„y, " ,  only halted 
Cm from.lire.;to live hours per diem, fee.hug our horses ou a
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xgg, . ..^jirmdful of “  Jugan” and subsisting ourselves I  know not how, 
for my companions devoured on the very first day all the 
bread and meat that I had laid in. For the two last days 
we neither ate nor slept. On the night of the 9 th we 
reached the “ Tongra ” well. A t  a distance of one day’s 
journey from here, on the left hand side, and four miles from 
the road, is situated the “  A k  Kui,” a well round which there 
is a settlement of the “  A t t a ” tribe. Tongra is 74 miles from 
Dali. In the well we found the body of a drowned stag. 
From Tongra to the Tuar well we had only a ride of 23 
miles.

1 0 th December.— Before daybreak we reached Tuar, 
overtaking an A tta  caravan in the act of watering their 
camels. A s we had no leather buckets, we watered our horses 
from the water which the A ttas had drawn for their camels.
A t  first they opposed this, but we announced that we 
belonged to the Jaffir B ey tribe, and, in spite of their 
superior numbers, enforced our demands.

The Jaffir B ey tribe, from its numbers, its courage, and 
its extensive connection with other tribes, being universally re­
spected among the Turcomans, the people of the A tta  caravan 
at once gave place to us, lent us a wooden bucket, and begged 
pardon for their rudeness in opposing us in the first instance, 
saying that they did not know we belonged to the Jaffir Beys. 
The wells all along this route are foul. In the Dali and 
Tongra ones wo had found a dead camel and a stag, and here, 
in Tuar, we heard the bleating of a sheep which had recently 
tumbled into one of the wells.

In the evening we took up our quarters in a ravine not 
far from the road. Hero wo found some heaps of dry sticks, 
and were about to utilize them as the materials for a tiro, 
when we discovered cvoral bundles of goods of sorts conceal­
ed under them. M y Turcomans were highly delighted, and 
immediately set to work to open the bundles, wlncli were 
f, nind to coni a in raisins, tobacco, and 11 J ugan,” and to uppropri 
ato the contents. This J, however, forbade in spite of Said’s re­
monstrance. “ This is a. fine story,” said lie, “ that we are to 
V, uponi the property of these Alin-., whom we hardly esteem ho 
highly a ' ole eutlh and eur hIiivi , and who would .issuredly 
net lose 'i imilnr opportunity of despoiling us.” “  Do ns you 
will. th< II,” I replied, “ but my home shall not taste a single 
o, mi of the nlolin corn. 1 do not w ant to lose the heast, and 
1 1 ,ia ill gotten I'm i.m would injure him." Slid now ropn a nted 
It, o \\i had brought too litth grain with us, but I uuuworod
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that that circumstance gave us no claim on the property of 
others, and added— “ If you hold the Attas in such great con­
tempt as you declare, why did not you take what you wanted 
from them when we came across their caravan yesterday 1”
Said now refrained from touching anything more, and the others 
brought back the articles they had appropriated, but Kaved 
remarked—“ Of course it is disgraceful to pilfer other people’s 
property, but you probably are not aware that these Attas 
formerly lived in the Balkan district, and that wo expelled them 
10 years ago for burning two merchant ships which had come 
from Astraccan to Krasnavoda, and soiling the whole of the 
crews into slavery at Khiva. From that day to this no more 
merchantmen come to our coast, and we are forced to purchase 
in the Khiva and Astrabad markets. Judge now for yourself 
if the Attas do not deserve some punishment.” As I saw that 
my orders were obeyed, I allowed them to take sufficient 
‘ Jugan ’ for one feed from the bundles, leaving in its place two 
Dollars in each open package. When the Turcomans saw this 
they left the money untouched, but appropriated all the tobacco 
and raisins, saying that they had now been paid for, and it was 
no longer theft. At noon wo set out again, and reached the 
mountain chain Sare Baba. In the daytime I could 
distinctly recognize the Kuli Dariya lake, which I have de­
scribed in former pages. We had a short rest, and then rode 
on throughout the night, watering our horses at noon on 
the 11th at the well of Damur Joma, from the vicinity of 
which the Yurts, which formerly existed, had boon removed.

l l th  December.— Before reaching the well 1 had a 
strange adventure'. Day had not yet broken and I was riding 
on ahead, my sleepy comrad.es lagging behind, when 1 
suddenly came on a Turcoman loading two camels. 1 redo 
up to him and asked him whence he had come, and whither ho 
v as bound. On being thus accosted he took refuge behind 
his camels for a moment, and then sprang out with a naked 
sword in his hand shouting, “ he oft, or 1 shall cut you to j >iccc<. 
lie  was so rapid in his movements that I had hardly time to die a 
my pistol, hut when I did so, and pointed it at  hi m,  the poor 
wretch was so terrified that he dropped his sword and lo>i all 
power of utterance Said coimtigup presently o\pJuiu> ii 11■ < 
whole mystery. The man had taken tno for a K iivh "ii 
account, of mv lioad-dn ss, and had thought him < It attacked 
by .a robber. From hi m I learned that the corvette still 
waited foi me. Wo kmIm the whoh day through, and only 
halted toward* evening not fu from the well Siyuli (hi the
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mghf ox the 11th I noticed two men riding, one on horseback, 
the other on a camel.

I pointed my pistol at the horseman, and asked him who 
he was. He took off his cap humbly and answered me in 
broken Russian. He turned out to be tho young Yakslii 
Mahomed, son of Kiat Aga, who had picked up a few Russian 
words on board tho corvotto. IIo had loft tho ship nine 
days previously, and brought me a letter from Ponomarev. The 
intermediate time he had passed in Said’s village, where dwelt 
a fur coman girl, with whom he was in love, and whom he 
desired to marry. He told us that his father with all the 
notables had started on horseback to meet me, but had taken 
another road. Yakslii Mahomed’s comrade was the Turco­
man Vahl Usta who deserted Hakim Ali Bey, and came over 
to me on our upward journey. Seeing a fire off the road we 
went uji to it in order to read Ponomarev’s letter. By the 
fire we found two Turcoman families who were wandering 
northwards. On trying to return to the road wo lost our 
way, and got back to the well of rfiyuli with great difficulty 
at day break.

1 2 (h December— B eing not very far from Said’s Yurt,
T sent. Kuhlji on ahead to have food prepared. By evening 
we ourselves reached the Yurt, which now stood nearer the 
road, and were welcomed by Said’s wife and the children of 
my other companions, who pressed round us on every side, 
together with some old men. Food was produced, and after 
writing to Ponomarev I fell into a sound sleep, the first I 
had enjoyed for some time.

1 'Ml December. This morning I visited the wives of my 
other companions and started at about 1 1  a.m. accompanied 
by Said, Ins son, and throe other Turcomans. W e had only 
29 miles now between us and the coast. A t  the distance of 
an hour and a half’s journey from tho latter we arrived at 
Mulla K ;iib’ii Yurt, where l had boon regaled with camel’s 
milk on tho way up. After this wo ascended the mountain 
range, front I lie summit of which 1 bolicld the sea, and the 
corvette. I had already hoard from Ponomarev, and had 
therefore no anxiety, but still ties first, view of the ship filled 
me with unspeakable joy. Sticking my cop on n long polo 1 
i red i.o discover n \ ’ell'to my eoinradi s on board, but no one 
seemed to observe my signals. However, shortly after wards 
I saw a boat put off from tho oonetto, followed immodiatoly 
by n second. Tim corvol111 In . a short hour’s row from shore 
A ’ the bouts always lauded at a point not far from the Balkan
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I made straight for the hatter and found some Russian 
sailors drawing water, who recognized me. Presently the 
first boat reached, and then the second, with Ponomarev on 
board. Our mutual joy at seeing each other safe and sound again 
may be easily imagined ; but the corvette had meanwhile 
had a bad time of it. Directly after my departure the\ had 
taken in all the available provisions from the me reliant sloop, 
and then let the latter go altogether, not calculating on my 
long absence ; the consequence was that food became seal oe, 
and the crew had been on halt rations for a whole month.
Out of the 140 men on board only 2 0  were effective, 5 had 
died, 30 were down with scurvy, and the remainder were so 
debilitated as to he hardly capable of dragging themselves 
about the ship. The stock of medicines were exhausted, so 
the Doctor could he of no assistance, Therefore, in the middle 
of November, Lieutenant Baseargin begged Major Ponomarev 
to let him make sail homewards, being further actuated bv 
the frequent appearance of ice in the bay. Ponomarev said 
lie would give me a fortnights more law, and then when tins 
term expired bo added another week to my time <4 grace.
When the week was up lie added one day more, and on the 
afternoon of that very day a Turcoman boat came alongside, 
and Ponomarev by the greatest good luck received my 
letter. Universal joy at once spread all over the ship, 
the grumbling was at an end in an instant, and it was nnuni 
mously determined to await my arrival, llakim Ali Bey, 
about whom I had several times informed Ponomarev, counsel­
ling the latter to arrest him, never showed himself on board 
the corvette.

The old coin T had entrusted to him he sent by the hand 
of another man, and in spite ot my pressing invitations on 
arrival ho invariably declined coming, making excuses on 
account of sickness, and so on. During my stay at Khiva all 
Turcoman returning thence used to make a p"iut o. g ’Oig 
on board the corvette, and intimating that my return Mas 
imminent., hoping prolxihlv to obtain some reward tor the 
good news. Continual!v deceived by false intelhgem e I ono- 
mnrev at last lost. patieiiee, and on a Turcoman .*• presentii 
himself and solemnly assuring him that I would mtuit, in 
four da vs, ho detained him on tonal, promising him a O’w.ud 
il it should turn out that lie bad qiokell (lie (mill, but 111 real 
cuing him with sev, r- punishment, should his information 
prove false. On the fifth day, »w l did not, appeal, the pom 
rascal in tears coil!, - edf  ha' in\ ciiled < ho v hoi* uny ,n i ho 
hopes of a pr< ,cnt K tal laid always held himself aloof oil tmai ,
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on whispered conversations with the returning Turco-
comTi(‘l]< (] l -U lc'n tdie waut of an interpreter and other causes 
3 t ' ?  to leave the,ship and throw up the manage- 
w h - W  « rurcoman negotiations, lie could never afterwards
r «  soon aset f r teStdlffiCUlt/ ’ b° Persuaded to go on b o l S  
off to meet n? ne'v3 came.of my approach h e a t once started 
H is oi,ip,tL UC’ +Uti aS 3e ore stated, we missed each other, 
oth er J; fc t 0  ha?re a Private conversation with me.
resolve WUCV  leaillcd on my  return made me
W R  1 i d hlm’ m order not t 0  be obhged to enter into further explanations with him. b

return5  h,rZ>eCf ' r ?’T ' I t  W8S detftrmined to celebrate my safe
S s e m b la L  n ?  HlVal> 8% W° went ashore aild found a great assemblage of hungry Turcomans. H aving divined K ia t’s

o^ftheUnLrt o f^ ? ente;-andfeTa -in^  oonsetlaently, hostile action 
on ?  the natives, I insisted on a guard being posted
mm! 1 n !i t \  ^  G had borse-racmg, boxing, shooting at the 
mark, and toot races, the winners receiving money prizes.
Said and Kuhlp Were not present during the amusements, as 
I had sent them to meet the caravan.

Yesterday Petrovitsh announced the 
approach of the Khivan deputies, and to-day we recognized 
them coming over the hills -with a body of horsemen. "Their 
escort was composed of Turcomans, who rode in front, firing 
mlo the air horn very jov. I immediately repaired to land* 
had a spccia) \ urt erected for the deputies, and placed a guard 
a the door to prevent the Turcomans from intruding and 
postering them with questions according to their wont. Directly 

caravan arrived 1  took the deputies on board, many 
uroomans also striving to accompany us from motives of 

greed. Wo wore just going to start when Said came into 
the Yurt quite pale, fetched his saddle and his sword, and 
jegui to saddle Ins horse. I asked him the meaning of this, 
hot he could scarcely answer mo for trembling, and stammered 
out that on no account could he go on board the corvette, for 
ho had dreamt to-day that as lie was riding along the frozen 
margin of the sea, his horse’s fore feet had gone through the 
ice, and that this must betoken that some tiling evil would 

..'IT' ", J“ m on hoard. As I < ould not drive this idea out
1,1 < '“ 'ad, l ga ve up trying to persuade him.

During my residence in, and journey hack from, K hiva 
. and had given me greal anmnunee. ) did not let him me 
| ""  11,1 i urn , hut dr!, m in ,| to punish him on my rid urn,
ley limiting Ins l.iol Conduct known to the Chiefs, and driving
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him away from me in disgrace. But afterwards, when he 
acknowledged his faults of liis own accord, I  contemplated 
letting him off tho disgrace, and simply intended to give him 
a private rebuke. Now, howevor, that he was going off as if  
nothing had happened, Petrovitsh detained him, and demanded 
that he should beg my pardon. Said replied— “ May fate 
dispose of me as it pleases. 1  yield myself to its will, what­
ever may be about to befall me.”

W e now all went on board, and I introduced the Khivan 
deputies to every one in the corvette. Yakoob Bey had already 
made the trip from Mangushlak to Astraccan in a merchant­
man, and so did not show any particular astonishment, but 
the Y uz Baslii was amazed at everything he saw, and could 
not realize the idea of being actually on the sea. Ponomarev 
now distributed presents among my Turcomans. Said received 
a silver-mounted pistol, and then I took him one side and set 
his bad behaviour before him. Ho acknowledged it, begged 
forgiveness, and wo became friends again. We passed this 
night on board.

ISth December.— Towards evening we weighed anchor 
and steered for Baku. W e had now two Turcoman and three 
Khivan representatives with us.

21st December.— After a calm we got a light breezo that 
carried us to the island of Shiloi, not far from the promontory 
of Opskheron. The islanders here support themselves by seal 
fishery.

24</i December.— Owing to contrary winds we did not 
arrive in tho Baku roads until this morning, and went ashore 
at noon.

30th December.— I had time to go and visit the so-called 
everlasting fire worshipped by the Indians. In Persian it is 
‘‘ailed “ Atisli Knd,” and is situated 11 and a halt miles 
to the north of Baku. Tho area containing naphtha is about 
two miles in eireumforenco, and directly the smallest opeu- 
1Mg is made in the surface and lire applied, a llamo bursts out, 
which it is difficult to extinguish. The lire -worshipping 
pilgrims who eunio here use this tire for cooking purposes, 
and also for lighting, by slicking a tula into (he ground 
and igniting tin •••a* at the end Mere tie re i a |uvii\ 
eh hi earat ansi rui. in the interim of which urn ome in 
habited apartments, some others sot apart for idols (which 
however, I could not ."it a glimpse of), and tin n inuinilei <d 
* ho disposal of stiangeri In the middle ol tin. court yard

12
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^^Ai^SF t̂here stands a pretty large sacrificial altar, at the four corners 
ot which burns the everlasting fire from high tubes. From 
1.3 to 20 fire-worshippers generally reside here, but I found 
on my visit only six or seven. Their leader was an Indian 
who had formerly traded in Astraccan, and who besides his 
mother tongue could speak Russian, Armenian, Turkish, and 
Persian. The Indians whom I managed to see were nearly 
naked. They live and eat in solitude, each one having a fire 
burning in his room, before which he sits for hours at a time 
quite motionless with the hands up lifted or in some other 
position. However great the heat may be, they neither 
shift their ground, nor alter their posture. The emaciated 
countenances of these voluntary martyrs bear ample testi­
mony to their sufferings. Am ong the seven present there 
was one who had served in an English regiment of sepoys.

January Gth.— The Governor, Jermolof, invited us to 
Derbent. W e accordingly left Baku, and passed the night at 
Sugant.

January 9th,— W e went vid the Station of Kalisin to 
Kliadersind, where we passed the night. Here we found a 
carriage in which we seated the deputies and then proceeded 
to Devitshi, where we passed the night of the 1 0 th.

11 th January.— We reached Kuba.
] 3th January.— Left Kuba.

1:3th January.— Reached Derbent, which the Governor 
also r ached on the 17th, and four days after that the deputies 
wore introduced to him, first the Khivan, then the Turcoman. 
The gifts sent by the Khan of Khiva consisted of two 
beautiful shawls, ten Bokhara dressed lambskins, two inferior 
saddle-, and a few pounds of grapes. In return the 
envoys received two rings. The Khan had further sent two 
stallions to Jernuduf, but they, together with the groy 
hor*c presented to myself, had to bo left behind Oil the 
eastern roast of the Ga-.piun. “ You tremble on account of 
the J 3 i da us,” once remarked the Governor to Kiat, who 
answered laughingly I t is now winter time, w hen everything
trembles.” Wo loft Derbent aftei the interview, w rut back 
• >i Baku, and thence to Til lift, which wo reached on the 2  till 
I'ehnung , and where we were cordially received by Lieute 
na.nl General Wolyanunoy, tin envoy-, receiving presents of 
cloth and silk stuff.

' G°t& X
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In the beginning of March General Jerm olof received 
intelligence from Kislair, through the Governor of Astraccan, 
that Turcoman envoys had arrived representing the whole 
people. They made the same request as the deputation 
with us had proffered in writing, viz., that the Turcoman 
races might be permitted to become Russian subjects, but 
with the proviso that a successor to the Sovereignty ot Tin co­
mania should be elected from amongst them. General Jei- 
molof seut us over a copy of their petition, and on it we 
found the signatures of all the Chiefs, who here, however, 
styled themselves Khans, and among the rest that of K i a t , 
the latter, however, denied all knowledge of the document, and 
said it was a forgery. On investigation it turned out that 
the leader of the "Astraccan deputation was the brother oi 
that Kflwaja who in the year 1812 led the Turcoman levies 
against the Persians, His home was on the Chinese Irontiei, 
and he had visited the tribes in order tô  obtain fiom them 
the horses, arms, slaves, and jew elry ot his slain brother.

A s ho was rejected with ignominy, he conceived the pro 
joct of winning the rulorship by the hell) oi the Russian Gov­
ernment.

ilh  April.— To-day the Governor received the deputies 
with much distinction.

‘2.2nd April.— The Khivan deputies now wished to start 
homewards, so 1 gave them the following letter to the Khan 
of Khiva :—

“ I have introduced the envoys, 'S uz Basil i, A:-h Na/ai, 
and Yakoob Bey, sent by your Highness to the Governor u ho 
accredited me to you last year ; they will tell you now they 
have been received by us, and assure you ot the Governors 
friendship. I have also enjoined on them to coinov to wan 
11 ighnuBB, the great ruler of the east, my most sincere thank* (or 
liie favour shown to mo, as v eil as the confidence i opo*ei in. mo 
by your Highness, and also to express the thanks ot the Gov 
or tier, who is now about to despatch me to my hmpeioi to aC 
quaint him with the now alliance which has been concluded 
between the oast and the west. May the rising and sotting mn 
illuminate this bond of friendship until the end "t time VI y\ 
the splendour of this warm alliance shine hko H stnih,  an. 
bo extinguished only with its extinction. I <*i uiit nu m( 1 , 1  

to n:iy that having had the fortune to stand m } 11111 
presence. I ehendi the Imps that, this h li. i may 1*0 received 
with favour and kindness in propoitinn • " *1" " 1 11 a
with which 1 am p. netnited for your 1 1  i.uliti*-*"* » "'oei.i.
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indeed, consider myself fortunate if I could hope that you 
would from time to time think of me, whilst I pray for 
your immortal glory, and the uninterrupted continuation 
of all the prosperity bestowed on your Highness by the 
Most High.”

Thus ended the task which had been confided to me 
by the Governor.

p
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Supplementary remarks by the German Translator, Philipp 
Strahl, chiefly derived from  Voinovitshs narrative.

1. Naphtha Island (Cheleken *).— The Persians call 
this island “ Chaharkan ” (four mines),t and the Turco­
mans know it as “  N aft D aga ” (Naphtha Mountain). 11 lies 
in 39° 20' N. Lat., and is conspicuous among the many other 
islands at the entrance to the Balkan B ay from its extent 
and elevation. It is visible from a considerable distance, and 
its abrupt coast line, especially on the S. and E. sides no dou >t 
accounts for its Turcoman appellation. The character ot the 
surface and sub soil is identical with that prevailing m the 
rest of the group. The soil consists generally ol line yellow 
sand, with here and there a little earth, the latter eithei 
mixed with yellow clay in combination with white mica, oi 
with the debris of felspar, which is common on the coast. In 
those strata are found the naphtha springs at various dept s 
below the surface. Here they arc mot with at a depth o 
two fathoms, there at a depth ot ten or mom

The black naphtha found hero (petroleum) is of two 
kinds, one of which is thicker than the other. Both kinds 
are, however, very thin, mixed with particles ol enith, am 
possess a much fainter odour than tho naptha found at l«akn.
The clay from which tho naphtha is drown is of the wmio 
nature an that on the surface, but is darker, eoloimul »V lea.-nm 
ol its impregnation with the oil. Iho number ol splines i* 
uncertain, as they are frequently filled up by the sain I win. Ii 
necessitates new wells being sunk. .Uoughly estimated 
number may be 20, but the sand interf. res with their How­
to such au extent that tin. annual yield hardly amounts 
to 1.000 centners. How trifling emnnared with the Baku 
annual yield! Besides this black naphtha there is also (omul

*  lVraiun, Arabic, and Turkish words *ro spoil so poeuliu. Jy 1*> II..- U rn .....
•niUKlsU.,. Unit it is Unrd I.O lm n. U...111 C« » l...t they Hn. r.nUy .n™n, ...

iustaxw, ho spoils cifbw . - I » i ) "  ’<>'<*'“  °
to ., t o ,  might n o t  iin ri-lor. hi. 11 M i M a "  (wUtoU l l»v« wriMjW 

'•<•1.01.1,00 1 - oom,x.S...I o f the A n d *  " ,..J  m.d tho
l '" 1' mn word J t  uuti atuo.l ns " .lilutau. . th* mine nl toij-hM... 

t  ( T b e  UorittHU < t .mwir rcinl Uh *•1' 1 r ^
(H»l.) W.W A l*
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Uarbadoes  ̂ tar (bitumen segne, crassum, nigrum, maltha, 
poix mmerale, poix de terre ou malthe). This forces itself 
through the soil, forming a stratum of itself, which becomes 
hardened by the heat of the sun. The Turcomans free it 
from sand, &c., by frequent meltings over fire, when all the 
foreign particles sink to the bottom owing to superior specific 
gravity, Hie pure tar floating on the surface is then 
poured into pits prepared for it in the ground and left to 
cool, when it becomes more solid, and assumes a glossy black 
colour like “ asphalt.” This the natives call “  Mumm, ” and 
carry it in its present form to Khiva, where it is mixed 
with wax and used for making up into candles and torches 
as in Persia. rl he salt found in great abundance on the 
island is not rock salt, but is obtained from a salt lake 
like those so frequently to be met with in Southern Russia, 
such as the Lakes of Elton in Saratovshen of Jenidja, 
Staroe, and Krasnoe in Tauria, &c. The lake from which 
it springs is very large, and is dry the whole year round, 
except just during the rainy season when water collects 
in it. When dry it is quite full of salt, which is very 
firm, and might therefore be taken for rock s a lt : unfortun­
ately it is full of sand and earth and, consequently, very 
impure. Here also, like in Astraccan, there are a quantity 
of salt morasses. Indeed, the whole island is so impregnated 
with salt that fresh water is not to be found on it, and the 
water drawn from the wells is so brackish that the Turcomans 
only use it mixed with camel’s milk, their usual resource when 
drinking water runs out. In conclusion, Naphtha Island 
resembles all those in its vicinity. The vegetable kingdom is 
represented by the golden rod ” (Solidago, Lin.), and in a few 
places by those kinds of grass which thrive in muddy or 
Handy sods, but those are all scorched up in the summer time, 
and the only verdure is then to he found in the swampy 
places, where reeds afford a poor means of subsistence for the 
camels, sheep, and the few goats of the Turcomans. Wild 
animals occasionally appear, such as foxes, wolves, wild goats, 
and pigs, and among the feathered tribes the most common are 
sea-gulls, cormorants (pelecanus carlo), mows, borons, and 
several species of snipe.

This is the only naphtha yielding spot ou the east coast 
<>f tlio Caspian, although such places arc not uncommon on 
llie sou tli coast, but it is worthy of note licit the naphtha 
springs in tin Balkan Buy islands are exactly opposite to (In’ 
spine i at Baku and in the same degree of latitude. Tim 
ini.ee:-, of naphtha - an 1m: o1>m i\cd in the sea itself, for in the

' e<xx
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neighbourhood of the Island of Shilov the smell of it is quite 
perceptible, and it is even to be seen floating’ on the surface.
Gmelin, in his Book o f  Travels die., has fully set forth the in­
fluence of naphtha on the Caspian, it being the principal 
cause of the bitterness of its waters.

V o i x o v i t s h ’s  N a r r a t i v e .

2. The Island o f  Ogurchin— Is uninhabited, and only 
visited during Turcoman civil feuds. Seals abound here, as 
also the so-called red geese, and rose-breasted starlings fly 
about in clouds.

The Turcomans call the island Idak or Aidak. The 
name Ogurchin comes from Ogurjali (i.e., pirates), a title 
bestowed long ago on the inhabitants of the coast and 
the islands of Balkan Bay on account of their piracies and 
their raids on the Pei’sian provinces. All the Balkan Bay 
islands are known by this appellation to the Russians.—
S trahl.

3. The Bag of Balkan.— So long ago as 1731 Soimonoff 
published a good and learned description ot the Caspian 
Sea, together with a map, and did not omit this bay.
In 1703 Professor Muller produced a fresh edition, his 
work is to bo found in the Proceedings of the St. 
Petersburg Academy for 1762. In 1743 Captain Wudrufl 
described the bay; in 1764 the eastern coasts of the 
Caspian were explored by Tokmntsheff; and in 1732 the 
bay was again carefully examined and described by Count 
Voinovitsh. Balkan Bay from its entrance to its innermost part 
is studded with islets, nearly all of the same area and elevation, 
some of them presenting the appearance of hillocks standing 
out of the water. A t  the entrance to the bay stands the 
Naphtha Island, to which the former islet oi Dervish is 
now united, and to its south is situated the long island 
of Agurehin or Aidak. The former island of Durji, remark- 
able for its naphtha springs, and the so-called Null Tanosi 
(Naphtha Hill) arc both one with the land at the present da \

So shallow i - the watoi behind Naphtha Island tluil only 
tile smallest rowing-boatH can venture into the noddle ot the 
hay, where there are a number of sand hanks. I’liero is 
generally a fine land hreozo from the K in tho morning.
Cale.. from N. 10. till the whole atmosphere with sand and 
dust, which swoop in clouds across the islands, I he atm"-



' ■ - i ; : - fAcre in Balkan Bay is very dense, and on account of foul 
vapours most unhealthy. The N. W . portion of the bay is 
called Krasnavoda (“ red w ater”), presumably on account of 
the 1 eddish sand shining at the bottom of the shallows and 
on the surrounding mountains. The Turcomans called it 
Ivizussa, also meaning red water. I t  affords a good 
liai hour for ships visiting the eastern shore of the Caspian, 
lor it is protected on all sides from the wind, and there 
aic excellent anchorages all over it. The only thing to 
be careful of is the sand banks going in. The mountains 
surrounding the harbour consist partly of the dark grey 

■ granite characteristic of the rest of the Balkan range, and
partly of reddish coarse grained sand-stone. The coun- 
tty  xound about is a sandy desert, and neither trees nor 
brushwood are to be seen on it. The little grass there is 
is burnt up in summer, but nevertheless a number of nomadic 
Turcomans (estimated by Voinovitsli at 2,000 families or 
“  K ibitks”) inhabit this tract, and are often forced to drive 
their flocks three or four days’ journey into the steppe for 
fodder. The necessaries of life they procure from K hiva or 
from the Russian seal-hunters who sometimes visit them, 
bringing Hour, wooden vessels, and such like for traffic. In 
later times many of these nomads have been driven away 
by other tribes and have taken refuge in Khiva. In this 
neighbourhood stood the redoubt which in the year 171G 
Prince Bekovitsh caused to be erected during his disastrous 
campaign against the Khivans, but very few traces remain at 
the present day to mark its site. The Turcomans assured 
Count Voinovitsli that both the other forts, one of which 
stood on Alexandra Bay, the other on the Kargan promontory, 
had boon washed away and boon covered by the sea, a proof 
that the Caspian has encroached on its eastern margin since 
the beginning of the 18th century.— S traiil.

4. The Balkan Mountains.— This range, which embraces 
the Balkan Bay, is of the same formation as the range round 
Astra bad Bay which stretches away northwards along the 
eastern coast in insignificant lulls. It is a low range of 
red sand stone, here and there springing up into rocky 
heights, the loftiest of which gives its name to the rest 
of the chain. From a displace this mountain, the Balkan, 
has the appearance of an abrupt promontory. Further 
ii"i 111 a a i d tin re inn I svo nth r i oaky lu-jghis not h o  lofty 
si II" Ha I li ii n oiii) tin' K U'hanin, tin; ut I nr 1 lie 1 ia id- li ik l.i 
Tli'. rock composing tin c as well as all tin smaller hills is

' Go$ X
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• ::- 6hiefly a kind of dark grey compact felspar or granite, called
by the Turcomans “ Karatash” ( ie.., black stone). In the 
Balkan Mountain itself pure quartz-rock of various colours is 
found, and here the Turcomans quarry the ordinary millstone 
grit and carry it to the Khivan or Persian markets.

. The whole coast is barren, producing nothing oeyond
reeds, a little bitter grass, and the golden rod (Solidago Lin.) ; 
but, on the Balkan Mountain there is a better vegetation, a . 
few trees (chiefly pomegranates) here and there, and where 
the soil is loamy and intermixed with good black earth, it is 
covered with rich and luxuriant grass. This fertility attracts 
wild animals to the mountain, and it is frequented by pan­
thers, wild pig, wolves, foxes, wild goats (Jairani), steinbocks,
&c.

13
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