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::: . THis work was intended as an abridgment of.'t’hc*'
. Annals of the Early Calithate’, with continuation to the
/i fall of the Abbassides ; but] found, as I went on, the matter
© . less compressible than 1 had hoped. The result, therefore,
B is much larger than anticipated. T trust, however, that its

| length notwithstanding, the narrative may be found not
uninteresting : and I now offer it as a contribution towards
the history of a period for which there are, as yét, but '
scanty materials in the English language.

The authorities, excepting for the later portions, are
purely Arabian ; indeed, for the earlier there are no other.
After Tabari, who died in the fourth centary A. H., Ibn Athir
(d. 630),"a singularly impartial annalst, who compiled

Ml O e O

his work from all available sources, has been my chief
guide. . Towards. the close, and especially for the brief
é!lapter on the Caliphate under the Mameluke dynasty, I
have drawn largely on Weil's admirable Geschichte der
Chalifer: %, which indeed has been my constant companion 3
throughout. T gratefully acknowledge my obligations to
'. the late Dr. Weil. The more his. great history is studied
;" 1 in conncction with the original authorities, the more one is

' Smith & Elder, 1883.
1 * Vols, 1.-111. Mannheim, 1846-1851; IV. nnd V.Stuttgart, 1860-15862,
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impressed with the vast rescarch, the unfailing accuracy,
and the dispassionate judgment of the author. |

I should mention here that the materials out of which
our story is woven differ entireljf from those for the Bio-

graphy of Mahomet. For that, every incident of his life, . _

and every phase of his character, is illustrated by myriads
of traditions of all degrees of credibility-—authoritative,
uncertain, or fabulous—each tradition separate and in-
dependent, generally short and complete in itsclf. At his
death the curtain drops at once upon the lifclike scene.
Tradition collapses, and the little that remains is curt and
meagre. Of the chief *Companions,’ indeed, from their
connection with the Prophet, we have sufficient notice,
and special prominence is given to the lives of the first
four Caliphs. But tradition, instead of being, as before.
a congerics of separate statements, now assumes the form
of connected narrative, and eventually the style of ordinary

annals; and though there is now and then an exception, as'

in the minute and profuse description of such battles as
Cadesiva, the Camel, and Siffin, the story as a rule becomes
bald and jejune. | These annals also are strictly divided

by the year, the ¢hapter for each year containing every-:

thing belonging to it, and as a rule nothing ecise. The
continuity of subjects extending often over a long series
of years is thus broken up, and some inconvenience and
difficulty experienced in forming a connected narrative.
But upon the whole, the materials are amply sufficient for
the historian's purpose.

I may be permitted here to lament the want of ‘any full
and standard work in our own language on the Crusades,
and on the Mameluke dynasty and its overthiow by the
Osmanlies,—chapters not only deeply interesting in them-
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selves, but bound up with the interests of the Eastern
Churches, and development of the political relations of
Europe, Asia, and Egypt. I venture to express the hope

‘that some worthy pen may supply the want.

At first sight, ®the Caliphate,’ as here treated, might
appear somewhat beyond the scope of the Religious Tract
Society. It réally is by no means so. For if the con-
trast with Christianity is not immediately expressed it
~must constantly be inferred, and cannot but suggest itself
at every turn to the thoughtful reader; while some aspects
of it have been specially noticed in the Review at the close
of the volume;

The reader will bear in mind that the Moslem year, as
purely lunar, is eleven days shorter than the solar, and
consequently loses about three years in every cycle of a
hundred. The lunar month has also this peculiarity, that
while, like the Jewish, the date indicates the age of the .
moon, the month itself gives no indication of the season of
the year.  The dates have usually been given thronghout, il
according to both the Moslem and the Christian notation.

The Mussulman months, being unfamiliar to the English
reader, have been indicated, as I trust in a more intelligible
notation, by Roman numerals in the margin thus :—

NFolareann -« L R Gl Slsabany | L R L
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THE CALIPH ATE :

>

IR R_[Sf{, DECLINE, AND FALL,

CHAPTER 1.

DeEATH OF MAHOMET, ELECTION OF ABU BEKR.
IT A H. 632 A.D.

IT was Midsummer in the year 632 of our era, when the Death of
Prophet of Arabia passed away. He had been ten years at ﬁaﬁ‘;ﬁe;’
Medina, for it was now the ecleventh year of the Hegita 12 s
era, that is of the Flight from Mecca. Mahomet had ?,;’; ',‘\“;c'
reached the age of three-score years and three, and up to
the time of his last illness, which lasted bu' thirteen days,
had been hale and vigorous. His death f¢ll as an unex-
pected shock upon Medina. '

For some days before, a burning fever had weakened him Abu Bekc -
grievously and confined him to his bed. All through Sun- *»%
day of the fatal week he lay prostrate, and at times delirious.

Monday morning brought temporary relief. It was the hour
of early prayer, and the worshippers had assembled in the
court of the Great mosque adjoining the chamber of Ayesha,
in which she had been tenderly nursing her husband through-
out hisillness. Feeling stronger that morning, he rose from
the couch, drew aside the curtain from the door, and moved
softly into the court, where Abu Bekr (as commissioned by
Mahomet when laid aside) was conducting the service in
his place. When prayers were ended, Abu Bekr, seeing his
master to all appearance better, obtained leave to visit his
: B
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wife who hved in the upper suburb of the c1ty T hen the
Prophet, having spoken a few kindly words to his aunt and
others crowding around him, was helped back into the
chamber. Exhausted by the effort, his strength sank, and
shortly after he breathed hl.‘: last on the bosom of hls:'
favourite wife. :

It was vet but little after mid-day. Rumour spreading,
the Mosque was soon crowded with a host of bewildered
followers. Amongst them Omar arose, and in a wild and
excited strain, declaimed that the Prophet was not dead,
but in a trance from which he would soon arise, and root
out the hypocrites from the land. Abu Bekr had by this
time hurried back. e crossed the court, not heeding his

-1mpetuous friend, and entered into Ayesha’s chamber.

Stooping down he kissed the Prophet's face. ‘ Swect wert

. thou,’ he said, ‘in life, and sweet thow art in death” Then

Men of
Meding
meet te
elect a

chief.

he went forth, and finding Omar still haranguing the people,
put him aside witii the memorable words: Wéhose wer-
skippeth Makeomet, let him fnow that Malomet 1S dead
but whoso worshippeth God, let him know that God lLiveth
and dieth wot. So saying, he recited certain verses from -

the Coran, which no doubt he had long dwelt upon as -

signifying that Mahomet was mortal and would die as
other Prophet/ had died hefore him. Recognising the
sacred words to bear a meaning that had never struck =
him before, Omar was speechless. My limbs trembled_ |
he would say, when speaking of that memorable hour, ‘atnd
I knew of a certainty that Mahomet was dead indeed.’

The assembly in the court of the Mosque had now‘-,
quieted down, when a messetiger ran up breathless with a
report that the citizens of Medina had assembled to choose
a Ruler from amongst themselves. The moment was critical
The unity of the faith was at stake. A divided power
would fall to pieces, and all might be lost. The mantle of
the Prophet must fall upon one Sueccessor, and on one alone,
The sovereignty of Islam demanded an undivided Caliphate;
and Arabia would acknowledge no master but from amongst
the Coreish. The die must be cast, and at once. = Such,
no doubt, were the thoughts that occurred to the two chief
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: Campamonswof the Prophet on hearing this report; and so; AL e oY
‘accompanied by Abu Obeida, another leading chief, they 77
 hurried to the spot, if haply they might nip the conspiracy |

in the bud. On the way two friendly citizens, coming from il

the excited conclave, warned them of the risk they ran in

entering it alonc; but, notwithstanding, they hastened on.

The men of Medina meanwhile, gathered in one of their

rucle halls, were bent upon an independent course. ‘We

have sheltered thts nest of strangers,’ they cried. (It is by

our good swords they have been able to plant the Faith.

The Ruler. of Medina shall be from amongst ourselves.’

They had already fixed their choice on Sad ibn Obada,

leader of the Beni Khazraj, who, sick of a fever, lay

covered up at the further end of the hall, when the three Metby

Companions entered. It was just in time ; for had the;,iﬂljk ql;”,d

citizens elected Sad and pledged their troth to him, Medina 3{’: L

might have been irretrievably compromised. Omar, with

his native vehemence; was about to speak, when Abu

Bekr, calm and firm, anticipated him thus: ‘ Every word,’

said he, ‘ which ye, Men of Medina, have uftered in your

own praise, is true, and more than true ; but in poble birth
and influence the Coreish are paramount, and to none but
them will Arabia yield obedience.” ‘Then, cried they, *let
there be one Chief amongst you and one from amongst us.

* Away with you!’ exclaimed Omar; ‘tw) cannot stand

together;” and even Sad from beneath his covering mut- |

tered that to divide the power would only weaken it. High |
words ensued. Hobab, on the side of Sad, cried outf.
¢Hear him not! Attend to me, for I am the well-rubbed

Palpe-stem®.  If they refuse, expel them from the city.’

*The ILord destroy thee!' cried Omar; and Hobab

returned the words. The altercation gaining heat and

bitterness, Abu Bekr saw it must be stopped at any risk;
and stepping forward said, ‘ Ye'see these two, pointing to

Omar and Abu Obeida. ¢ Choose ye now which of them ye

will, and salute him as your Chief’ ‘Nay,’ answered these

both at once,  T/ou hast already, at the Prophet’s bidding,
! Meaning a palm-trupk left for the beasts to come and rub themselves upet

metaphor for 8 pm sont much reso:ted to for connsel,
B2



hand.’

is the Arab custom, in tokcn of alleglancc Oth ers woie i

abont to follow their example, when Hobab cried to a man

of the Beni Khazraj about to take the pif\oge, “Wilt thou
ont thine own kinsman’s throat?’. *Not so, he answered ;
I only yield the right to whom the right is due” Whilst

© they yet hesitated, the Beni Aus, jealous of the rival tribe

Abn Bekr
elected
Caliph,

i

and of Sad its nominee, spake among themselves : ¢ If this
man be chosen, the rule will be for ever with the Beni

Khazraj. Let ys salute Abu Bekr as our Chief’ The

example set, group after group advanced to strike their
hand on that of Abu Bekr, till none was left but Sad, who

still lay covered in the corner. Acknowledged thus by the

men of Medina, there could be no doubt of Abu Bekt's
acceptance by the Refugees, He was one of themselves.

Moreover the Prophet, when laid aside, by appointing Abu

Burial of
the
Prophet.

Abn Bekr's
inaugural
caddiess,

Bekr to take his place at the daily prayers, had in a

manner indicated him as his Vicegerent. And so homage
was done on all sides to Abu Bekr. He was saluted as the
CCALIPH, or * Suceessor of the Prophet.

The night was occupied in preparing the dead for sepul-
ture. The body was washed and laid out, and the grave
dug in Ayesha s apartment, where Mahomet had breathed
his last. On ‘he morrow the citizens, men, women, ‘and

children, thronged the chamber to look once more tpon
their Prophet’s face. And then the remains were reverently

committed to the dust.
The foneral over, and the court of the great mosque still

crowded with the mourners, Abu Bekr ascended the pulpit,’

and, sitting down, was acknowledged Caliph by accla-
mation. Then he arose, and said: ‘Oh people! Now I am

Ruler over you, albeit not the best amongst you. 1f I.do

well, support me; if ill, then set me right, Follow the
True, wherein is faithfulness; eschew the False, wherein
is treachery. The weaker amongst you shall be as the

~ stronger with me, until that I shall have redressed his

wrong ; and the stronger shall be as the weaker, until, if

the Lord will, T shall have taken from him that which he

Ee—T9
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hath wrested. Leave not off to fight in the ways of the
Lord ; whosoever leaveth off, him verily shail the Lord
abase.  Obey me as I obey the Lord and. his Prophet;
wherein I disobey, obey me not. Now, arise to prayer,
and the Lord be with you!’ The assembly stood up for
prayer, and Abu Bekr, for the first téeme a5 Caliph, filled
the place of Mahomet 1.

The supreme power thus passed, without let or hindrance, Aly delays

into the hands f Abu Bekr. Sad, chagrined at being
superseded, held aloof. Aly is also said to have refrained
from doing homage till after. the death of Fatima his wife.
The Alyite party pretend that he looked to the Caliphate
himseli. But there is nothing in his previous life, or in the
attitude of the Prophet towards him, that warrants any
such surmise. He had indeed a grievance, but of quite
a different kind. The day after her father's death, Fatima _
preferted a claim to his share in the crown lands of

- Kheibar. Abu Bekr disallowed the claim; holding that

the revenues were destined, as Mahomet had himself
desired, for purposes of State.. Fatima took the denial so
much to heart that she held no intercourse with the Caliph

- during the short remainder of her life. And hence it

was only after her death that Aly recognised with any

cordiality the title of Abu Bekr to the Caliphate® Fatima Fatima

was the last surviving child of Mahomet. His other

three daughters, two of whom had in succession married Hosin,

Othman, were already some time dead.' Khadija had
also borme him two sons, but both died in infancy at

Mecca. A third, the only child the prophet had at

Medina, and that by a slave-git], died sixteen months old.
There was thus no issue surviving in the male line, But two

! Presidency at public prayer was ever in Islam the sign of chief command,
whether in civil or in military life.

* Tradition regarding Aly is coloured and distorted by the canvass of a
political faction, which in the end assumed a dizine right of succession in Aly
and his descendants. ‘There is not 2 shadow of proof that he wmade any such
claim bimself, or that avy claim was made by others for him, during the
Caliphates of Abu Bekr aud Omar. It was not till the election atexr the death
of Omar that hie became a candidate, and even then from his being one of the
chiefl men amorg the Companions. rather than from any supposed right in
virtue of his relationship ¢o Mahomet and mariage with his daughter,
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Fatima, They wete now but six or seven years of age.
With Mahomet ceased the theocratic power: but his

kingly functions, as’ ruler over all Islam, descended.
According to Arabian notions, the ruler of a nation, like the
" chieftain of a tribe, is the head and representative of his

people, and the nomination invalid till confirmed by their
. homage. Omar, in after days, held that the irregular
election of Abu Bekr (referring apparently to the scene
enacted in the hall) should not be a precedent. It was,
he said, an event the happiest in its consequences for
Islam, but justified only by the urgency of the moment.
What might have been the issue if any son of Mahomet
had suryvived, it is useless to speculate. But certainly the
hereditary descent of kingly power was foreign to the

sentiment of Arabia, As matters stood, Mahomet seems |

to have shrunk from anticipating the contingency of his
death, and made no preparation for what should follow.
But in so far as we may suppose him to have felt his
illness mortal and death impending, the nomination of
Abu Bekr to conduct the public prayets (acknowledged
mark of chief or delegated authority) may be held the

natural indication of his wish that he should succeed?

Apart from the pretensions of the men of Medina, which
immediately died away, there was in the election neither

doubt nor hesitancy. The notion of divine right; or even.

of preferential claim, resting in the Prophet’s f:umly, was
the crrowth of an altogéther later age.

It may be necessary here to remind the reader not fresh
from study of the Prophet’s life, of the state of parties at
the present juncture. The Men of Medina are the old in-
habitants of the city who had received Mahomet on his

escape from Mecca, and supported his cause®; they now

cmbraced practically the whole native population, as the

party that opposed him had gradually succumbed before

his growing power. They were divided into two tribes, the
Aus and Khasra), jealous of each other. Beside these
were the Refugees, or those who had followed Mahomet in

! See . Life of Makomet, p. 499.

* Hence calied “Ausar, 'or Helpers,

!
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exile from Mecca or elsewhere, and were now settled at AH, iy

. Medina.  Again, Companion was a title of honour given to

'.'_:: ~ all those who had enjoyed the friendship or acquaintance
1 of the Prophet. A few words may also be added here

 to revive the reader’s recollection of the three Companions
who turned the,scale at the election of the Caliph.

OMAR, AND ABU OBEIDA, Y

" Abu Bekr, three-score years of age, was somewhat short Abn Bekr, 18

in stature, of spare frame, rounded back, and stooping gait.
His face thin, smooth, and fair, nose aquiline and sharp,
forehead high, eyes decp-seated and far apart. His hair
scanty : the beard, now for many years white, dyed red.
His countenance still in old age was handsome; the
expression mild, but wise and resolute. To him faith in
the Prophet had become a second nature, and, now that
his Master was gone, the disciple lived but to fulfil his
will. It was this that nerved a disposition naturally soft
. and yielding, and made Abu Bekr, of all the followers of
Mahomet, the truest, firmest, and most resolute,

.

Omar, fifteen years younger, differed from the other bot"n Omaz,

in frame and temperament. Broad-shouldered and tall, he
towered above the crowd. Somewhat dark in complexion,
the face was fresh and ruddy., His head was now bald, and
beard dyed like his friend’s; ‘his stride was long, and his
presence commanding. Naturally hasty ‘and passionate,
he would twist his moustache when angry and draw it down=
wards to his mouth. But time had mellowed temper; and,
beneath an imperious manner, he was bland and courteous.
Attachment to Mahomet had, on these two friends, an effect
exactly opposite. That which braced the soft nature of
Abu Bekr, served to abate the vehemence of Omar. Both
stood in a like relation to the Prophet. Haphsa, Omar’s
daughter, was one of Mahomet's favourite wives; but
Ayesha, the child of Abu Bekr, was queen in his affections
to the end.

On these two men at this moment hung the future of Abu

Islam. The third, Abu Obeida, was between them in age.
He was thin, tall, and sinewy ; bald, and with little beard.
Mild, unassuming and unwarlike, he was yet destined to
takg a leading part in the conquest of Syria,

Obeida.
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EXPEDITION TO SVYRIAN BORDER.

11 A.H. 632 A.D.

APRU BEKR had soon an oceasion for showing his resolve
Lo carry out to the utmost the will of Mahomet in thmgs
both great and small,

Just before he fell v.u:k the Pr ophet had given orders fc.r .

an expedition to the Syrian border. It was to avenge the =
disaster which three years before had befallen the Moslem
arms on the field of Muta. In that reverse, Zeid, the
bosom friend of Mahomet, who led the army, fell ; and
now, distinctly to-mark the object, his son Osama, though
still young, was nominated by Mahomet to the command,
and biddf.n to ivenge his father's death. The camp, in-

cluding all available fighting men, had been formed at 'J-off,'
~outside Medina, on the Syrian road. During the Prophet's
mcknus the force remained inactive there, uncertain of the

issue. When the fatal event took place, Osama broke up
the camp, and carrying back the banner received at the
hands of Mahomet, planted it in the court of the great
mosque, close by the door of Ayesha’s apartment.

The day following his inauguration, Abu Bekr took up

the banner, and restoring it to Osama, in token that he
was still Commander, bade the army again assemble, and’

encamp at Jorf as it had done before: not a man was to
be left behind.  Obeying the command, the fighting men
of Medina and its neighbourhood flocked to the camp,
even Omar amongst the number, While yet preparing to

Y
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- depart, the lmnzon darkened suddenly. Iw‘{epg;t of the Pro-

phet’s illness, soon followed by tidings of his death, had

spread like wildfire over the land.  From| every side came

rumours of disloyalty, and of resolve to cast the yoke of
Islam off. The sense of the army, and of” Osama himself,
was strongly against leaving the city thus defenceless, and
the Caliph exposed to risk of sudden danger. Omar was

'deputed to represent all this to Abu ].‘}43]{1" and also to

qrge'(a.- request which Maliomet already had refused) that,
if the expedition must proceed, a more experienced general

. should command. To the first request Aibu Bekr replied,

calm and unmoved : * Were the city swar) ming round with
packs of ravening wolves, and 1 left SOIItdIIy and alone, the
force should go; not a word from my Master's lips shall
fall to the ground. At the second demand the Caliph’s
anger kindled i ‘Thy mother be childless, O son of
Khattab!' he said, seizing Omar by the beard i—¢ Shall
the Prophet of the Lovd appoint a man to the command,
and I, deposing him, appoint another in his place?’ So
Omar returned, with neither object gained. |

When all was ready for the march, Abu lriekr repaired to He accom-
panics
Osama a

. “Be mounted, said Osama to him ; ‘or elst sl will dismount little way
~ and walk by thee.! *Not so,’ 1eplfed Abu B oy < will not

the camp, and accompanied the foree a lﬂme way on foot.

mount I will walk and soil my feet, a Iit' ¢ moment, in
the ways of the Lord. Verily, every step srodden in the

ways of the Lord is equal to the merit of ‘manifold good

works, and wipeth out a multitude of sins.' /' After a while
he stopped, and said to Osama: “If it bda thy will, give
Omar leave that he may return with me jto the city, for
strength and counsel.’  So he gave him leave,

The army then halted, to receive Abu Bekr's parting Aud gives

words. ‘See/ said he, addressing Osama, / that thou avoid :}::trlﬁc,

treachery.. Depart not in any wise from the right. Thou tions.

shalt mutilate none ; neither shalt thou Iill child or aged
man, nor any woman. Injure not the dél"._lte-palm, neither
burn it with fire; and cut not down any\tree wherein is
food for man or beast. Slay not of the flolcks or herds or
camels, saving for needful sustenance. Ye imay eat of the

on foot,
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meat which the men of the land shall bring unto you in
their vessels, making mention thereon of the name of the
Lord, And the Monks with shaven heads, if they submit,
leave them unmolested.  Now march forward in the name
of the Lord, and may He protect you from sword and
pestilence !’ [ | 3

So Abu Bekr | returned with Omar to Medina. Osama
marched by ‘Wad: al Cora, in the direction of Duma and the
highlands south of Syria. The brunt of his attack fell upon
the Beni Codhaa, and the semi-Christian tribes which, under:
the Roman bamnu hacl discomfited and slain his father
That disaster w,a.s now! avenged in fire and blood. The
land was ravagcd‘l far ar]H near, and after an absénce of two
months, the drmuy returned laden with spoil.

Meanwhile stlmner events had been transpiring at

Medina. j.
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4

“ " MEDINA THREATENE I,
11 A.H. 632 A.D. !

IN after-days Abu Bekr was used to lod; -'11( back with just Effect of
‘pride upon the despatch, universal recl’amation notwith- il i
standing, of Osanta's force. Public opinio'y was not long in ?:i\t e
justifying the act by resuits of essential btnefit.  His bold 6‘;’;";{?‘”
i_lfOnt struck the Bedouin mind with the st_a";hility of his rule.

If the leaders at Medina had not been conf'ident in strength

at home they would not have sent away their army ; and

the Arabs, reasoning thus, were restrained | from much that

they might otherwise have done. Still t & position was

eritical, and at times alarming. j

- It was indeed a thing for the brave ol Caliph to be His
proud of. ‘The Arabs, we read, ‘ were on a0l sides rising Sogeou®
in rebellion. Apostasy and disaffection rai’ ed their heads ;

Christians and Jews began to stretch out \eir necks's and

- the Faithful were as a flock of sheep wit out a shepherd,

their Prophet gone, their numbers few, thisir foes a multi-
sude. In face of all this Abu Bekr sent ¢, beyond recall
his only force, and left Medina open an d apparently de-
fenceless.

Towards the close of Mahomet’s life, { hree rivals laying Insurrec-
claim to the prophetic office had raisec] the standard of t;::‘gughnul
rebellion. - In the south, insurrection wais hardly quelled Awabia.
by the death of the ¢Veiled Prophet’ of Yemcn, when, on
tidings of the decease of Mahomet, it 'byurst forth with

redoubled violence. At the centre of the peninsula, again,
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AR A1 M Cseila s detac; Jlaed the powerful tribes arcund YVemarma

Danger of

‘Medina.

from their alleg| iance. To the north- -east, nearer home,
Toleiha, the thir'd pretender, was now openly and dan-
gerously hostile. / From every quarter, in rapid succession,
came news. of gpreading disaffection.  Collectors of the
tithe (an nnpos‘t hateful to the Bedouin), Legates and
Residents of Ma homet throughout the provinces,-—all, in
fact, who represeinted the authority of Islam, fled or were
expelled. The thalth['ul were massacred, some confessors
suffering a cruel Jdeath. Mecca and Tayif wavered at the
first; but in the | end, through the strong influence of the
Coreish, stood fir ™. They were almost alone. Here and
there some few tmbes, under loyal, or, it might be, tem-
porising, chiefs, (maintained the semblance of obedience
but they were ha rdly discernible amidst the seething 'mass
of rebellion, An Wy, hurrying back from Oman (wlnther he
had been sent as’ ambassador at the Farewell pile rtma;re),
saw as he passe/d the whole of Central Arabia either in
open apostasy or "~ ready to break away on the first demand
of tithe ; and hi¢s report filled the citizens of Medina with
dismay. “In trut'h, Islam had never taken firm hold of the
dlstar't provincesi; and as for the Bedouins, Mahomet him=
self had frequer L cause to chide their ﬁc]\lr.mss. It was
fear. of punishr nat, and lust of plunder under the P:ophets
banner, rather | 41an attachment to the faith, which hitherto
had held in ¢ 7eck these wild sons of the desert. The
restraints And ¢ bligations of Islam were ever irksome and
distasteful ; an¢  RoW rid of them, they were again returning
“to their lawless ife.

As report aft) 2r report came in of fresh defection, Abu
Bekr could but |instruct his scattered officers to hold
together whereve 't able the loyal few, bravely trusting to
tide over the cris’is till Osama’s force returned. Fof the
immediate defenct e of Medina he took stich measures as
were possible. ‘T, /he faithful tribes in the neighbourhood
were called in, an/d pickets posted at the various approaches
to the city. Th¢?® turbulent clans in the near desert east-
ward were the fir St to assume a threatening attitude. The

Beni Abs and D: *obian massed there in such numbers ¢ that
\\\
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ATTACK ON MEDINA. | R
the iand was straitened by them,’ and thcy‘ parted into two A H 11
, bodies, oné at Rabadza, the other at Dzu | Cassa, the fiest 77
. station from Medina on the road to Mejd® The false
prophet Toleiha sent his brother to enco rage thé insur-
_gents: but they still vacillated between | his claims and
thoee of Islam. At last they bethought themselves of a
compromise. A deputation offered to halld by Islam and
its ritual, if only they were excused the tithe. The
strangers bearing the mesg age were welcom ledsby the chiefs
of Medina, but by the Cahph their advatces were indig-
nantly rejected. He would relax not a tijttle of the fegal
dues. ‘If ye withhold but the tether of | fa tithed camel,
said Abu Beks, sharply, ‘I will fight wiigh you for the
. iame’  With this refusal they retired, ar d also with the
mleli:geuc:f. that the city had but f{‘w deferiders left. . Now
‘was the moment, not for pIunderr only, biut for a decisive
blow upon Medina. Abu Bekr, foreseeingy this, redoubled
 his precautions. He strengthened the pick ets, and set over
' them the chief men still remaining with hii'n,— Aly, Talha,
and Zobeir. For the rest of the people hrs appointed the
great I |3 rendezvous. “The' Iaud‘ hath rebelle

v against us,” he said, ‘and they have spied | ‘out our nalxcd-

ness and the weakness of our defence. | Ye know not
whether they will come upon you by nigh' s come upon
you by day, or which of you may be ot attacked.

, ' ‘Wherefore be vigilant and ready.’ -

3 And so it came to pass. They tarried !'ut three days, Atiack
when a sprprise was attempted from Dzt | Cassa. The ePeed:
outposts were on the alert, and LLpt the @ sailants at bay
while the main guard wus hurried up on' ymels from the
Mosque. The Bedouins, hardly preparec ' for so warm a
reception, fled back upon their reserves. | They were pur-
sued 5 but the insurgents, blowing out tlheir water-skins,
cast them before the camels of the Mosler s, which, unused
to the stratagem, took fright and fled bac'k to the Mosque.

None were killed or wounded, but the '_1-(3}_-,{‘15 were em-
boldencd by the discomfiture. Abu Be kr, ntic;paring
renewed attack, called out every man cap )ablL of bearing
arms, and spent the night in marahallmg h is fon.c Next
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| enemy werd tak;en by surprtse at early dawn, and as the
sun arose were aliready in full flight. Abu Bekr drove them
with slaughter oput of Dzul Cassa, and, leaving a portion of
his little force a5 an outpost there, returned to Medina.

The affair wa;s; small, but the effect was great. Asfailure
would have beer 1 disastrous, perhaps fatal, to Islam, so was
victory the turnding-point in its favour. The power of the
Prophet's succe/sor to protect his city, even without an
army, was noise!d abroad. And soon after, the spirits of
the Moslems rosie as they saw some chiefs appear, bringing
in the tithes. |rjfhe tribes whom these represented, to be
sure, were few ¢ompared with the apostate hordes; but it
was an augury of brighter days. The first to present their
legal offerings to the Caliph were deputations from ‘the
Beni Temim anjd Beni Tay. Each was ushered into his
preserice as an/ embassy.  “Nay,’ said Abu Bekr; ‘they
are more than that; they are Messengers of glad tidings,
true men, and defenders of the faith. And the people
answered, ¢ Even 50 ; now the good things that thou didst
promise do appear.’

Tradition delights to ascribe with pious gratitude the
pref,c;va_t;on i Islam to the agcd Cahph's faith and for-

titude. “On | .1e death of Mahomet, so runs our record,

¢it wanted but little, and the Faithful had perished utterly.
But the Lord  strengthened the heart of Abu Bekr, and
stablished us = hereby in the resolve to give place, not for
one moment, t, » the apostates ; giving answer to them but
in these three  'vords—Swubmission, Exile, or the Sword.
It was the simj € faith of Abu Bekr which fitted him for
the task, and mavde him carry out the law of his Master to
the letter. But| for him, Islam would have melted away
in compromiise with the Bedouin tribes, or, likelier still,
have perished in ‘the throes of birth,
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|
'RETURN OF OSAMA. EXPEDITIONS sul'm AGAINST
'rm. APOSTATE TRIBES THROUGHOUIT ARABIA.

11 A, H. 632 A.D.

OSAMA at last returned, his army laden \mth hooty ; and Ohdssnts
‘Medina, for two months unprotected, was iat once relieved i':‘“;;‘ e
 from further danger. The royal Fifth (portion of the booty bepr 633

reserved by sacred ordinance for the State) was delivered
to the Caliph, and by him distributed amongt the people.

- Abu Bekr lost no time now in following up the advantage r.xpedmon :
he had gained over the insurgents. Driven back from % e Aha
3 1

Dzul Cassa, they had retired to Rabadza, and vented their and !
anger in destroying by cruel deaths som ./ faithful fol- zobian,
lowers of the Prophet still left amongst 1 em. Deeply
moved at their fate, Abu Bekr took an oath | hat ‘he would

by the like deaths dcstroy as many of th(.ln as they had
" slain, or even more.

Leaving Osama in command of the ¢ity, and the army Abu Beks
also there for a little to recruit, Abu Bckr with a small ';E;ﬁ;iiﬁ’w
force marched out towards Rabadza. The chief men ex- atRabadz,
postulated against his going forth to fight in person, Werg
a commander killed in action, his place /could easily be
ﬁllecl, but if the Callph fell, their head and master would
b¢ gone. ‘Nay, replied Abu Bekr; ‘bug I will go forth,
and will be your comrade even as one of vour ownselves.'

So they marched on, and coming up with the enemy, com-
pletely discomfited them, killing some, and taking others
prisoners. The Beni Abs and Dzobian fled tlo Toleiha, and
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[ fiscated their ppasture-lands, to be in all time to come a
reserve for the Istud and camels of the State. The rebels
eventually tende.‘fﬂd their submission, and then found ample
compensation mﬂ conquered lands beyond Arabia. Satisfied
with this ‘%UCCEbﬁ the Cahph returned to Medina.

Blam must  The army by this time was refitted. The tithes had
g‘;::&“;l begun to come /in from the neighbouring tribes in token of
all Arabia. submission. Mcdma was no longer in peril, and the citizens
breathed freely. But a heavy burden still lay upon the
Caliph. Save d remnant here and there, faith had vanished,
and the Arabs had relapsed into apostasy. And yet Islam
was to be the faith of all Arabia ;— Throughout the land
there shall be no second creed, was the behest of Mahomet
upon his death-bed. False prophets must be- crushed ;
rebels vanquished ; apostates reclaimed or else extermi-
| nated ; and the.' supremacy vindicated of Islam. It was,
e in g,hort the miission of Abu Bekr to redeem the dying
Prophet’s word
Kleven ex-  With. this great purpose, Abu Bekr went fort-h a second
ﬂfg‘ﬂﬂ:fed time to Dzul Cassa, and summoned there the whole avail-
to different able forces of JIslam and all the loyal chiefs. These he
ﬁ'}?ﬁ;" divided into eleven independent columns, and over each
appointed a | stinguished leader, to whom (following the
example of | 5 Master) he presented a banner. Arabia
was parcelled out, and each detachment given a quarter to
reclaimi, with marching orders, where to. begin and what
course to take., Thus Khalid was to subdue Toleiha; and
Ikrima with Shorahbil, Moseilama. Mohajir was sent to
Yemen:; Ala to Bahrein; Hodzeifa to Mahra; Amru
against the Beni Codhaa. And so by this great scheme,
in course of time, no spot would be left unconquered.
The troops retained at home were few; but few were
needed now,
Proclama-  Having despafched the various expeditions, Abu Bekr
:'l‘,’ﬂs::m returned to Medina. There his first concern was to publish
:cj:iirelpieit.q a summons to apostate tribes, commanding them every-
Oct. 632 where to repent and submit themselves, on which condition

) they should be pardoned, and received back into Islam. Py

‘11 joined his arm,é. at Bozakha. Thereupon Abu Bekr con-



Such as refused would be attacked, their f. !ghtmg men cut A H. 11

to pieces, and their women and childrei? taken captive.
‘This summons was sent by the hand of envoys to every
province and rebellious tribe. The Ad;zan, or call to
prayer, was to be the test of faith: if that - were heard and
responded to, good and well ; if not, the pe pple were to be
held as apostate, and punished to the bitte: © end.
"Abu Bekr never again left Medina to 1.¢ad his troops. Abu Bekr

Some say that he regretted this; but it ig not likely that hoo fent
" he did. Medina, the capital, was his propc ' place. From to fight.

it, a8 a central point, he was able to direct| the movement

f his commanders all over the peninsula ; 2nd with opera-
tions in so many different quarters to contr?l, he could not
" have been better placed. i
It is not quite'so clear why he failed to a ppoint the more No chiei

' distingvished Companions to any chief  ommand The aﬁﬁlﬁni’e‘fr
. 'same was afterwards the policy of Omar, |Who would say toa com-

_ that he refrained partly because the liabili ty to render an non ity
account to him would have implied subjecttion inconsistent

with their dignity, but chiefly also to strefigthen his own It O
hands by having them about him as advisefs. This latter

reason no doubt also weighed with Abu Belkr, who used to

take counsel on all important matters with tt 2 leading Com-

panions. Still, it is singular that men like ;. 1y and Zobeir,

so prominent in the battles of Mahomet, sh. /ild now alto-
_gether disappear from operations in the field,

-
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{ CHAPTER V.

RECOVERY | oF ARABIA. CAMPAIGN OF KHALID.

It AHL (632-3 A.D,

Tt was indeec] time for decisive action.  But a few weeks Lot
before, the entite Peninsula was submissive to the claims of

a sudden changied ; and the Arabs abjuring Islam, were fast
relapsing into @ postasy and tribal independence. It took a
year to reclaim( the Peninsula, a year of hard fighting and
obstinate resisiance in every corner of the land, It was the
indomitable ' “irit alone which had been breathed by
Mahomet int, - his faithful followers that crowned : their
cfforts with vi itory. The Arabs at last were forced back,
in sullen mord and with unwilling step, to confess the
faith of Mahc. aet and submit themselves to his successor.

A brief ouj'ine of the twelve-months’ campaign will
suffice ; for tre ition, up to the Prophet’s death clear and'
copious, suddei .y at this point, becomes curt, obscure, and
disconnected. 'iThe scene of confusion prevailing throughout
the land is presented to us in meagre, dim, and hazy
outline. While {[slam struggled for very life, its followers
thought only of tihe lance and sword ; and when the struggle
at last was over| little remained but the sense of escape
from a terrible dianger, No date is given for the many
battles fought tht-oughout the year. We can only guess
at the sequence Of events.
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CAMPAIGN OF KHALID,

Such being the case, we shall begin with the operations ALH. AL
of Khalid on the north and east, and then take up the other
Provinces in order as they lie around the coast from Bahrein
on the Persian Gulf to Yemen on the Red 'Sea. ¥

CAMPAIGN OF KHALID.

1. Against Zoleiha.

After Abu Bekr and Omar, the most prominent figure in Khalid
. the early days of Islam is without doubt that of Khalid, " Wehe:
son of Welid. More to him than to any other is it due that
the Faith recovered its standing, and thereafter spread with
such marvellous 'rapidity. A dashing soldier, brave even to
rashness, his courage was tempered by a cool and ready
Judgment.  His conduct on the battle-fields which decided
* the fate of the Persian empire, and of the Byzantine rule in
{000 ' Syria, ranks him as one of the greatest generals of the
world. = Over and again, always with consummate skill and
. heroism, he cast the die, in crises where loss ‘would have
been destruction to Islam, ¥From the carnage of his arms he
was named /e Sword of Gody and so little “egard had he
for loss of life, that he could wed the widow of his enemy
on the field still sodden with his own soldicrs’ blood, He
had already distinguished himself in the armals of Islam,
Fighting on the side of the Coreish, the defeat of the
\ ' Prophet at Ohod was due mainly to his prowess. After
his conversion, Khalid’s was the only column which at
the capture of Mecca disobeyed by shedding blood ;
_ and shortly after, the cruel massacre of an  unoffend-
T " ing tribe brought down upon him stern reproof from r
Mahomet. On the field of Muta he gave signal promise of
the future when, the Moslem army having been routed by
Roman legions and its leaders one after ‘another slain, he
saved the shattered remnants from destruction by skilful
and intrepid tactics. It was this Khalid whom Abu Bekr
now sent forth against the rebel prophets Toleiha and
Moscilama.
C2 HE



All 1L,

Khaliﬂ
' marches
agamst
Y :;Ie:ha

\ Toleiba,

TPedouin
jealousy of
' Mecea and
Medina,

- His colum, by far the strongcst of the cleven, was com-
posed of the flower of the Refugees, as well as of the native
Citizens.  To divert the enemy’s attention, Abu Bekr gave
out its destination as for Kheibar; and, to strike the greater
terror, that he himself would join it there with a fresh con-

tingent. Khalid, however, was not long in quitting the '

northern route.| Striking off to the right, he made direct
for the mountain range, seat of the Beni Tai, and not
distant from the scene of Toleiha's revolt among the Beni
Asad. i

Of the doctrines of Toleiha, and the other pretenders to

prophetic office, we know little, nor indeed anything at
all to show wherein the secret of their influence lay. So

far as appears, their worship was a mere travesty of Islam.
Some doggrel verses and childish sayinps are all that the
“contemptuous voice of tradition has transmitted of their

teaching.  That four pretenders (for Sajah the prophetess
was also such) should haye arisen in different parts of
Arabia, and just then drawn multitudes after them, would

seem to imply something deeper than senseless rhymes

and more specious than petty variations of the ‘Mosiem
rite. It is not unreasonable to assume that the spiritual

sense of f\r;l‘:ia had been quickened by the preaching of

Mahomet, an ! that his example had at once suggested the
claims of othe ‘s, and contributed to their success. Jealousy

of Mecca and Medina, moreover, and impatience of the = '
trammels of Islam, were powerful incentives for Bedounins
to cast in their lot with these pretenders. Thus the Beni
Ghatafan, who aforetime were in league with the Beni
Asad, had recently fallen out with them and lost some
pasture-land. Oyeina, chief of the Ghatafan, now counselled

a return to their old relations with the Beni Asad.  “Let
us go back,’ he said, ‘to our ancient alliance which we had
with them before Islam, for never since we gave it up have
I known our pasture boundaries, A prophet of our own is
better than a prophet of the Coreish, Beside all this,
Mahomet is dead, but Toleiha is alive.’ So saying, Oyeina,
with 7co of his warriors, joined the false prophet at
Bozakha.

b
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0'a first hearing of the heresy, Mah#met had <ent AJH LS f_ :
an envoy to sally the faithful amongst |the Beni A<ad Bm:‘-i’-;l i
and crush the pretender. But the cause, jgaining ground, reclalmd
was now supported by the neighbouringz Beni Tai, b
‘well as by the insurgents who flocked to I‘o’lmha after then'
defeat at Rabadza; and so the envoy had to fly. | The =4 (EEMHEHE
great family of Tai, however, was not wholly disloyal, v
for (as above mentioned) the legal dues had been already
presented to Ab@l Bekr on behalf of some of ther. Adi,
their loyal chief, was therefore now sent forvvard by Khalid
to his people, in the hope of detaching them from Toleiha’s
cause. He found them in no friendly humour. *The
Father of the foal!’ they cried (for such wits the sobriquet
contemptuously ysed for Abu Bekr ), ‘thoti <halt not per-
suade us to do homage to him.’ *Thinj: better of it
replied Adi; ‘an army approacheth which jye cannot with-
stand.  Ye shall know full soon that he is no foal, but the
- lusty stallion. Wherefore see ye to it.’ Alarmed at his
words, they begged for time to recall their fr,ilows who had
joined Toleiha; * For, said they, *he will surle hold them
“as hostages, or else put them to death.”’ So| Khalid halted
three days, and in the end they not only teridered submis-
sion, but joined him with 1000 horse, *the" Hower of the
land of Tai, and the bravest of them.' ;
Thus reinforced, Khalid advanced against ,lolc-xha On Battle of
the march his army was exasperated by finciing the bodies Bo%kb.
’ of two of their scouts, one a warrior of note naed Okkasha,
who had ‘been slain, and left by Toleiha tio be trampled
on the road. The armies met at Bozakha, and the combat
was hot and long. At last the tide of battl s was turned by
a strange utterance of Toleiha, who, in hisl prophetic garb
of hair, was on the field. Oyeina was fight!i [ing bravely with
his 700, when the situation becoming eritic| ial, he turned to
. Toleiha, saying, ‘ Hath any message com te to thee from
Gabriel 2* ‘Not yes] answered the projphet. A second
time he asked, and received the same réply. * Yes,’ said
Toleiha, a little after, ‘a message now halth come.’ ¢And

U Abu Bekr means © Father of the young camel ;" s they called him by the
nicl-name 44wl Fusii, ¢ Father of the foal.’
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Toléiha's
sequel.

) 1 " ABU BEKR.
what is it?’ euq#med Oyema eagerly.! * Thus safth Ga,énel
to me, Thou shalt have « millstone like unto his, alk® an
affair shall fmﬂ}pm that thow wilt not forget." *Away with
thee!’ cried Oye‘-ma scornfully; ‘no doubtthe Lord knoweth
that an affair will happen that thou shalt not forget ! Ho, |
every man to his tent!' So they turned to go; and there-
upon the army fed, :

Toleiha escaped with his wile to Syria. The sequel is

‘curious. At the first he took refuge with another tribe on

the Syrian frontier. When the Beni Asad were pardoned
he returned tf them, and embraced Islam. & Passing
Medina soon after on pilgrimage to Mecca, he was seized
and carried to! Abu-Bekr, who set him at liberty, saying,
“Let him alone, The Lord hath now verily guided him
into the right| path! When Omar succceded, Toleiha
presented himgelf to do homage. At first Omar spoke
roughly to himj: *Thou art he that killed Okkasha,’ he said,

“¢and his comrlade too. ‘I love thee not’ ‘Was it not

HRepentant
tribes re-
ceived back
into Islam;

Wy

better,) answert:d the quondam prophet, ‘that they by my
hand should obtain the crown of martyrdom, rather than
that I by theirss should have perished in hell-fire?  When
he had sworn allegiance, the Caliph asked him concerning
his oracular gift, and whether anything yet remained of it.
¢Ah, he rep ed, ‘it was but a puff or two, as from a pair
of bellows.” |30 he returned to his tribe, and went forth
with them i Lhc wars in Irac, where, in the great struggl:e
with Persia, Iie\ became a hero of renown.

After the ba'ttle of Bozakha, the Beni Asad, fearing lest
their familics shiould fall into the conqueror’s band, submit-
ted and were patdoned. Other important tribes in the neigh-
bourhood which| had stood aloof watching the event, now
came in, and rcc",cived from Khalid the same terms. They
resumed the profession of Islam with all its obligations,
and in proof briought in the tithe. A full amnesty was
accorded, on but| one condition that thogse who during the
apostasy had talcen the life of any Moslem should be
delivered up. These were now (to carry out the Caliph's
vow) put to thel like death as that which they had in-
flicted: If they had speared their victims, cast them over '

}
{
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P emp:cee, drowned them in wells, or burned them in the A M 1
firejthe persecutors were now subjected to the same cruel
fate. I
Khalid stayed at Bozakha for a month, receiving the Body of
submission of the people and their tithes. Troops of tmis dts.
horse scouted the country, striking terror into all arpund. °°mﬁte“-
In only one direction was serious opposition met. A body
- of malcontents from amongst the penitent {ribes, unable to ‘
brook submissian, assumed a defiant attitt dc They had
yet to learn that the gripe of Islam was stern and crushing.
These gathered in a great multitude around Omm Siml,
daughter of a famous chieftain of the Ghatafan. Her
mother had been taken prisoner and put to a cruel !
| death by Mahomet. = She herself had waited upon Ayesha
_as captive maid in the Prophet’s household; but the
haughty spirit of her race survived. Mounted on her
‘mother’s war-camel, she led the force herself, and incited
| the insurgents to a bold 'resistance. Khalid proclaimed
a great reward to him who should maim her camel. Tt
was soon disabled ; and; Omm Siml slain, the rout of the
rebel host was easy.

A few of the leading rebels were sent prisoncrs to Abu Oyeina
Bekr. One of them, Oyeina, the notable nmrauqu chieftain, kit
had often been the terror of Medina. Whe ' the city was
besieged by the Coreish, he offered his 4ssistance on
certain humiliating terms, which the Prophet was near
accepting ; and he was also one of the influeatial leaders
fwhose hearts after the battle of Honein, ‘had been
reconciled ’ by the Prophet’s largesses. He was now led -
into Medina with the rest in chains, his Waads tied behind
his back., The citizens crowded round| to gaze at the
fallen chief, and the very children smote him with theitr
hands, ‘crying out, ‘Ch enemy of ‘the |Lord, apostate!’
¢ Not so,’ said Oyeina bravely ; 1 am no japostate ; I never
was a believer until now.” The Caliph/listened patiently .
to the appeal of the captives. He forgajre them, and com- !
manded their release 1.

* For Omm Siml's mother, see Zife qf Makomet, /P 361 ; and for Oyeinay
ibid. p. 323, &e.
: &



1I. .champ‘iime of the Beni Temim. Story af
Malike #bn. Noweira.

Kialid's Having subdued the tribes inhabiting the hills and

givance, desert north of Medina, Khalid bent his steps eastward,

JNev. %, against the Beni Temim who occupied the pmteau towards

a2 A1,

A0 the Persian Gulf;

Beni, This great tlibe, partly Christian and partly heathen,

T had from time immemorial spread its innumerable branches
over the pasture-lands between Yemama and the mouth
of the Euphrates. Witk the rest of Arabia, it acknow-
ledged Mahomet and submitted to his claims, But the
Prophet’s death had produced amongst them the same

apostasy as elsewhere,  After Abu Bekr's first success

somge of the chséft;, as we have seen, came to Medina with
the tithes. Meanwhile a strange complication had arisen
which embroiled the Beni Yerboa (one of their clans, coni-

manded by the famous Malik ibn Noweira) in hostilities

with the rest of the tribe, and eventually brought Khalid
on the scenc,

Sajah, ¢ It was no less than the advent of the prophetess

s hcf“”’ Sajah, at the head of a great host from Mesopotamia.

Gentral. -~ Descended frd'n the Yerboo, her family had migrated north,

Auabin.

' and joined the Taghlib, among whom in Mesopotamia she
had been brought up as a Christian. How long she had
assumed the prophetic office, and what were her peculiar
tenets, we do not know. At the head of the Taghlib and
other Christian tribes she now crossed into Arabia, hoping
to profit by the presant confusion, and was on her way to
. attack Medina. | Reaching the seats of the Temim, she
summoned to her| presence the Yerboa, her own clan, and
promised them the kingdom, should victory crown her
arms. They joined her standard, with Malik ibn Noweira
at their head. The other clans of the Temim refused to

acknowledge the prophetess; and so, diverted from her :

design upon Medina, she turned her arms against them.
In a series of comibats, though supported by Malik, she
was worsted. Then, having made terms and exchanged

Wi R BEKR. i [Cuar. i)



prisoners, she bcthought her of attacking th{e rival pmphet kit

il

931 ATTACK. ON MALIK IEN NO LﬁfFL‘i’A 2:'5"\ '

Moseilama, and so passed onwards to Yema/ma. T

As Khalid, Aushed with victory, now appiroached, most Milik b
of the branches of the Temim hastened t» tender their N"Wim‘i
submission. At this critical juncture, the |withdrawal' of :
Sajah left Malik ibn Noweira with the Yerboa tribe in a |
position of some perplexity, and he was undecided how to SIS
act. Conflicting views respecting Malik's loy:lty divided the ol
Moslem camp. Eor some reason Khalid was bent on attack-
ing the Yerboa. The men of Medina were el‘lua.lly opposed

. to the design, for which they alleged there wa.b no authority. |

It had been better for Khalid to have llsti‘:ﬂed But he
replied haughtily, ‘I am commander, and lit is for me to .
decide. © 1 will march against Mahk with such as choose to
follow me. I compel no man’ So hew ent forward and
left the malcontents behind.  These, h(,w}'ew:r, thought

. better ofit, and rejoined the army. Khalid mbrched straight

upon the headquarters of Malik, but found nbt a soul upon

the spot. It was utterly deserted.

In fact. Malik had resolved on suhm:s‘sxoiﬂ, though his Brought «
prisoner to

. proud spirit rebelled against presenting Iimself before Fegh

Khalid. ' He knew the ordinance of Abu Blekr, that none
but they who resisted, and who refused the c¢all to prayer,
should be molested. So he told his péople £ at there was
no longer use in opposing this new way, but that, bowing
down, they should suffer the wave to paﬂ‘ fover them.

‘ Break up your camp,’ he said, ‘ and depart every man to
his house.” Khalid, still bent on treating the neighbour-
hood as enemy's land, sent forth bands everyWhere to slay
and plunder, and take captive all who fai]éjd to respond to.
the call for prayer. Amongst others, Malik was seized
with his wife and a party of his people. "When challenged,

- they liad replicd that they were Moslems- ‘Why, then,

these weapons?’ it was asked. So they laid aside their
arms and wére led as captives to the camp. As they
passed by Khalid, Malik cried aloud to him, ‘ Thy master
never gave command for this." ¢ 7y master, rejoined
Khalid, ‘didst thou say? Then, rebef; by thine own
admission, he is not thine!l’

3 18927
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The captors | differed in their evidence. |Some averred
that the prisoners had offered resistance. Others, with Abu
Catada, a citizen of Medina, at their head, deposed that
they had decle red themselves Moslems, and at once com~

« plied with the call to prayer. So the party was remanded

till morning urider an armed guard. | The night set in cold

. and stormy, anid. Khalid, with the view (so. he averred) of

His widow
taken to
wife by
Khalid.

protecting themy from its inclemency, gave command ‘to-
2wrap the pi‘iSQbImrs.’ The word was ambiguous, signifying
in another diﬂ!‘fect not ‘to wrap,’ but ‘ to slay ;' and DHirar,
commandant of the guard, taking it in that sense, put the
prisoners, and| with them Malik, forthwith to the sword.
Khalid, hearins the uproaf, hutried forth ; but all was over,
and he-f¢tif0t{,§xclain1ing, ‘When the Lord hath determined
a thing, the same cometh verily to pass’ But the fate
of Malik was ot thus easily to be set at rest.  The men of
Medina who had opposed the advance were shocked at his
cruel fate.  Abu Catada roundly asserted the responsibility
of Khalid. “TThis is thy work!’ he said; and, though
chided for it, e persisted in the charge. He declared that
never again Would he serve under Khalid’s banner. In
company ' with Motammim, Malik’s brother, he set out z}t'
once for Medifa, and there laid formal complaint before the
Caliph.” Or 0, with his native impetuosity, took up the
cause of thel Yerboa chief.  Khalid had given point to the

allegations Hf his enemies by wedding Leila, the beautiful

widow of his yictim, on the spot. From this scandalous
act, Omar.drevs the worst conclusion. ¢ He hath conspired
to slay a béfiev i, he said, ‘ and hath gone in unto his wife.’

~He was instant with Abu Bekr that the offender should be

- Khalid
exonerated

by Abn

Bekr,

degraded and put in bonds, saying, ‘ The sword of Khalid,
dipped in violet,ce and outrage, must be sheathed.” ‘Nay 1”
replied the Caliph (of whom itis said that he never degraded
any one of his bommanders); ¢ the Sword which the Lotd
hath made bare against the heathen, shall T sheathe the
same? That be far from me” Nevertheless he sunitnoned
Khalid to answen the charge.

Khalid obeyed the call. On reaching Medina, he went |
straightway to the Great mosque, and entered it in his

\ L]
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_rmigh costumc, clothes rusty with his girdeid armour, and
| turban coiled rudely about the head with awrows stuck in

GﬂfA R €O ND.&JW.:\ ) A’H ¥ f I
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its. As he passed along the courtyard towarids the (.1hph s
¢hamber, Omar could not restrain himself, but seizing the

‘arrows from his turban, broke them over his.;" shoulders, and

abused him as hypocrite, murderer, and aduﬁterezz Khalid,
not knowing but that Abu Bekr might be of the same mind,
answered not a word, but passed into the Calliph’s presence.
There he told his story, and the explanation was accepted
by Abu Bekr; but he chided him roughly foir having taken

. his victim's widow, and run counter to Araly sentiment in

incontinently celebrating his' nuptials on thie very field of

. battle. As Khalid thus relicved again passed by, he

lightly rallicd Omar in words which showegl that he had

| been exonerated. Motamniim then pressed his claim of

/'blood-money for his brother’s life, and release of the

‘prisoners that remained. For the release /.bu Bekr gave

command, but payment he declined.

Omar, still unconvinced of Khalid’s um(acencc was of But held

apinion that he should be withdrawn from fhis command. §
He persevered ,in pressing this view upon Abu Bekr, who
would reply, “Omar, hold thy peace! Refrain thy tongue
from Khalid. Fe gave an order, and the order was mis-

understood.” But Omar heeded not. He n .ther forgave

nor forgot, as in the scque! we shall see.

The scandal was the greater, because Malik was a chief Scamdal of .

renowned for generosity and princely virtues, as well as for ™
poetic talent. His Brother, Motammim, a poet also of no
mean fame, commemorated his tragic end 11 many touching
verses, which Omar loved to listen to, and vised to say that,
‘had he been himself a poct, he would have had no higher
ambition than to mourn in such verse the (fate of his own

‘brother Zeid,” who shortly after fell at Yemjama.

The materials are too meagte for a congtlusive judgment

on the guilt or innocence of Khalid. Bit the scandalous

marriage with the widow of Ibn Noweira whose blood was
yet fresh upon the spot, if it gave no colour to darker

suspicion, justified at any ratc the indictthent of shameless
“indulgence and reckless disregard of the proprieties of life.

i Omar
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‘ M. Battle of Yemama.
END OF A.H. 11, BEGINNING OF 633 A.D.

Bur qtcrnc:; work was in reserve for Khalid, In the

D3N < |
ggﬁinstgn centre of Arabia, some marches east, lay Yemama. The

| Moseilarma. Beni Hanifa, a powerful branch of the great Bekr tribe,

End of
1y A.Ou resided there. | Partly Christian and partly heathen, they

ff 33 ap, had 'submit ted to Mahomet, but now were in rebellion,
40,000 strong, around their prophet Moseilama. It was
i against these |that Khalid next directed his steps.
i _Mone lama.  The begmnpng of Moseilama's story belongs to the life
of Mahomet. | Small in stature, and of mean countenance,
he yet had qualities which fitted him for command. He
visited Medina with a deputation from his people, and it
was pretended that words had then fallen from Mahomet
signifying that he was destined to share with him the
prophetic office. Upon this Moseilama advanced the claim,
and was accepted by his people as their prophet.  Sumn-
moned from Medma to abandon these pretensions, he sent
an insolent rc:pﬂy, claiming to divide the land. Mahomet in
anger drove the ambassador from his presence, and these-
after sent Rajjal, a convert from the same tribe, to counter-
act the hers 'y and reclaim his brethren: but Rajjal, like
the rest, wasgained over by the pretender. Moseilama,
we are told, deccived the peoplé by pretended miracles,
counterfeited the language of the Coran, and instituted
prayers like those of Mahomet. In short, his religion was
but a poor travisty of Islam. Though strongly supported
by his people bisth as their prophet and their ruler, he now -
felt that the mi:shes of Abu Bekr began to close around
him. The Caliph’s generals were steadily reducing the
rebels along the coast of the Persian Gulf, and Khalid,
His mar.  whom he dreaded most, was not far behind. At this
3,},; ke juncture came t'dings that the Prophetess Sajah, worsted
the pro- - a3 we have seer: by the Beni Temim, was coming with
phetess, 7 7| : - .
troops against hifm. 1In his perplexity he sent her a friendly
invitation. She ‘came, and their sentiments were so much

 See Life of Makomel; p. 490.
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at one that the Prophet of Yemama took the| Prophetess of A. H 11,_
Mesopotamia to wife, and celebrated their n'uptlals on. the (TG
spot,~~the dower being one half the revenuels of Yemama.
After remaining thus a few days, Sajah de;l;arted for her
home in the north, and, like a meteor, disap beared just as
she had startled Arabia by her advent. Pa. lties of Meso-
potamian horse still ranged over the land « ollecting her
dues, when Khalid’s approach changed th. scene: and
Moseilama, malc‘hmq out with a heavy force| to meet him,
p:tched his camp at Acraba.
dkrima: and Shorahbil, the commanders mrzgm.llly de- Tkrima and
'spatched by Abu Bekr to quell the rising at Wemama, had ?:f,_rm&hm"
 both already suffered at the hands of Moseilama from a
- hasty and ill-advised advance. The reverse was so serious.
~ that Abu Bekr wrote angrily to Ikrima, ¢ 1 will not see thy
; !'ace, nor shalt thou see mine, as now thou -m Thou shalt
- not return hither to dishearten the people. | Depart unto
. the uttermost coasts, and there join the armies in the east
and south. = So, skirting Yemama, he went forward to
Oman, there to retrieve his tarnished reputation. Sho-
rahbil, meanwhile, was directed to halt and await the
approach of Khalid.

It was after this reverse that Khalid, on beu ey summoned Khalid sets | bl

to Medina about the affair of Malik, received h - commission Vemems.

to attack Moscilama, In anticipation of sévere fighting,
the Caliph sent with him a fresh column of veterans from
amongst the men of Mecca and Medina, Thus reinforced
Khalid returned to his camp at Bitah, and advanced in
strength to meet the enemy.

While yet a march from Acraba, Khalid surprised @ Mojaa
mounted body of the Beni Hanifa under, coramand of their “‘L‘;‘D';m
chief Mojaa. They were returning from a raid against ab
ncighbouring tribe, unaware of his approach. But they
belonged to the enemy, and as such were put to the sword,
excepting Mojaa, whom Khalid spared, in hope of his
being useful on the morrow, and kept chained in his
tent under charge of Leila, his lately espoused wife.

Next day, the armies met upon the sandy pliin of Battle of
Acraba. The enemy rushed on with desperate bravery, ¥ o2ma-
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A H.11. ‘Fight for yo?_.ur loved ones!’ they cried, ‘it is the day of

—

‘been disastr

e

T e

jealousy and vgén‘geante ; if we be worsted, your maidens will
be ravished amd your wives dragged to their foul embrace!’
So fierce was'}:he shock that the Moslems were driven back
and their cam|> uncovered. The wild Bedouins entered the
tent of Khal'll, and, but for the chivalry of her captive,

who conjure . his countrymen to spare a lady of noble

birth, Leila i rould have perished by their swords. ‘Go,
fight against l,‘mcn.' Mojaa cried, ‘and leave this woman;’

« on which thely cut the tent-ropes and departed. There

was danger ﬂjlr Islam at the moment. Defeat would have

us; indeed, the Faith could hardly have
survived. . Buit now the spirit of the Moslems was roused.
To stimulate (rivalry between the Bedouins and city Arabs,
Khalid made them to fight apart. On this they' rallied
one the other.| * Now,’ cried the sons of the desert, ‘ we shall
see carnage x\fzui hot amongst the raw levies of the town.
We shall teach them how to fight !’ Prodigies of valour
were fought all round. Tradition dwells with enthusiasm
on the hemic? words and deeds of the leaders, as one after
another they fell in the thick of battle. Zeid, brother of

Omar, who led the men of Mecea, singled out Rajjal, and,

reproaching ‘his apostasy, despatched him forthwith, = A
furtious sou! |, wind, charged. with desert sand, blinded
the Moslems and caused a momentary check. Upbraiding
them for their slackness, Zeid cried out: * Onward to those
that have gore before! Not a word will I speak till we

. drive these apostates back, or I appear to clear me before

my Lord. Close your eyes and clench your teeth, Forward

Jike men!’ Sy saying, he led the chatge and fell. - Abu
Hodzeifa, with!'leaves of the Scripture stuck on the flag-

staff which he bore, and calling out  Fight for the Caran,
ye Moslems, and adorn it by your deeds!’ followed  his
example and ghared the common fate, His freedman
seized the banner as it fell. and  exclaiming, ‘I were a
craven bearer of the Sacred text if T feared death,’ plunged

with it into the battle and was slain. Nor were the

Citizens of Medina behind. Their commander, when they
gave way, rcproached them thus: ‘Woe be to you
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even as 1 am clear of these,’ pointing to the a Hibostam enemy,
- amongst whom he flung himself and perished Jin their midst.
Animated thus, the rank and file charged furi’ously.  Back-
wards and forwards swayed the line, and Weavy was the

carnage. DBut urged by Khalid’s valiant army, and raising Enerny dis-

the battle-cry “ Ya Mofammedi!’ the Mos lem arms at
dength prevailed. The enemy broke and fleq, ‘To the
garden!’ cried Mohakkem, a brave leader (of the Beni
Hauifa; “to the garden, and close the gate!l’  Taking
his stand, he guarded their retreat as they rushed into
an orchard surrounded by a strong wall, an/d Moscilama
with them, The Moslem troops, following cljose, swarmed
round the wall, but found the entrance barlred. | At last
one ¢ried, ‘Lift me aloft upon the wall!  $o they lifted
him up.  For a moment, as he looked Dr:? the surging
mass below, the hero hesitated j then, boldly Teaping down,
he beat right and left; until he reached the gaite, and threw
it jopen. . Like waters pent up, his comrades rushed in;
and, as beasts of the forest snared in a trap, so wildiy
struggled the brave Beni Hanifa in the Garden of Death.
. Hemmed in the narrow space, hampered lf'by the trees,
" arms useless from their very numbers; theyr. were hewn

. down, and perished to a man. The carnag. | was fearful,
for besides the ‘thousands’. (as tradition wuts it) slain
within the walls, an equal number were willed on the
field, and again an equal number in the flight. |
t00, despite their splendid victory, had cause to remember

: /| i , Ii i ._ i ..
because of this backsliding. Veerily, I amy clear of ye, AVHAal

comfited.

The
Carden
of Death.

i The Moslems Terrinte
‘ slauphter

on both

the ‘Garden of Death’ for their loss Wwas beyond all sides.

previous experience. Besides those killed| hand to hand
Jin the garden, great numbers fell in thie battle, - The
Refugees lost 360 men, and the Citizens | of Medina 300,
nearly 700 in all; while the sla.ughtcr.dnl.:ongst the Bed-
ouins, though somewhat less, raised the gross number
over 3200, besides the wounded. Ampngst the dead
were nine and thirty chief Companions of the Prophet.
At Medina there was hardly a hduse, shether of Refu-
gees or Citizens, in which the voice of wailing was not
heard. -

i
v

S——



A H a%
Mosd] ama SWINging roun d his head a javelin, after the savage Ethiopian

among the
shain,

Truce with

 the Beni
Hanifa,

ABU BEKR. - | fom
Mose:lama |was slam by Wahshi, the negro warrior who,

style, had orli the field of Ohod brought Hamza to the
ground. Aftler the battle, Khalid carried the chief Mo;aa,
still in chains;, over the field to identify the dead. Turning
the hodies m ver, they came upon a stalwart figure. ¢ ILook,
was this yout: master?’ said Khalid. ‘Nay,’ replied Mojaa,
“this was a saobler and a better man.’ It was the brave
Mohakkem, ‘who fell covering the retreat, slain by the hand
of the Caliph's son. Entering the *Garden of Death,’
among the heaps of mangled dead they stumbled on a
body of insigznificant mien. ¢ This is your man, Mojaa
said, as he tumed it on its side; ‘truly ye have done for
him!’ ¢ Yea, replied Khalid, “or rather it is he which
hath done i'ct‘J you, that which he hath done’

The Mussu lman horse now scoured the country, and every
day brought jin bands of prisoners. Aware that after their
crushing defeiat the Beni Hanifa were incapable of resistance,
Mojaa bethowight him of a stratagem. He represented the
forts and fasttaesses as held in force throughout the country,
in pmoftfwhlch he had their battlements lined with the
aged, the wornen, and cven the children, in disguise, Per-
suaded thus that the inhabitants would fight to the last,
and seeing | 'is army wearied and anxious to visit their
homes, Khal!'l concluded a truce, more favourable than he
would but for! Mojaa’s artifice have given. When it came
to light, Khal'd was angry ; but in the end excused him on
the ground of| patriotism, and stood by the teeaty. No
sooner was it | concluded, than he received a despatch of
unwonted sevqnty from Abu Bekr, who, to strike tertor
into other apostate tribes, commanded that not a single
fighting man ¢ the rebel and ungodly race be spared.
Fortunately thiis the. truce forbade; the Beni Hanifa
were received jpack into Islam, and a portion only of
the multitude were retained as prisoners. The campaign
ended, Khalid isent a deputation of the tribe to Abu
Bekr, who recei "ed them courteously. ‘Out upon you!’
said he; ‘how| is it that this impostor led you all
astray?’ “Oh Calipht’ they answered, ‘thou hast heard



‘used to say. ‘Good heavens!’ "'XCIAlmtdi Abu Bekr;

A

AL
. §82-8.) | - CARNAGE AT VEMAMA. l 33
it ally he was one whom the Lord blessed m,j)t, nor yet his
people;’ and they repeated to him some of (he things he

¢ what kind of words are these? There is ne "ther sense in
them for good nor yet for evil, but a strange fatuity, to
have beguiled you thus! So he dismissed th..m to their
homes. '

Among the slain are not a few names !'umhaa to the Many

Com-

student of the Prophet’s life. The carnage among%t the panions

¢ Readers'—those 'who had the Coran by heart—was so shin. i ik
‘great, as to give Omar the first idea of collec tmg the Sacred 4

text, “ lest any part should be lost therefrom,” | Atthe death
of his brother Zeid, who had shared with h=m the dangers
of the early battles of Islam, Omar was | inconsolable.
s Thou art returned home, he said to his slon Abdallah,
‘safe and sound ; and Zeld is dead. Whumfow wast not
thou slain before him? T wish not to see thy face.” ‘Father!’
was the reply, “he asked for martyrdom, and the Lord
granted 1t I strove after the same, but it w| as not given
unto me.! Such was the spirit of these Mosle/m warriors,

- Khalid again signalised his victory by wedding a captive Khalid
maid upon the field. ‘Give me thy daughter to wife/ ;f';ff:” :
he said to Mojaa, the prisoner who had so faithfully daue,hlcr -
defended his bride in the hour of peril. ‘~,' ’Jrlt, replied i
Mojaa; ‘be not so hasty. Thou wilt ha a" thyself in

| the Caliph's eyes, and me likewise’ ‘Manj give me thy

daughter!’ he repeated imperiously ; so M(q aa gave her to

him. - When Abu Bekr heard of it, he wrote him a lctter

sprinkled with blood. ‘By my life! thou son of Khalid's
father, thou art a pretty fellow, living :", thus at thine
ease. ‘Thou weddest a damsel, whilst the jground beneath
the nuptu.l couch is yet moistened with the blood of twelve
hundred !’ The reproof fell lightly upor, Khalid, *This
is the work. he said, as he read the epic, le, ‘of that left-
handed fellow, meaning Omar. The se atiment was Abu
Bekr's own; but the < Sword of the Lowd’ could not be
spared.

We shall meet Khalid next in Chald i®a, by the banks

—
-

_of the Euphrates,

D
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CHAPTER VI.

APOSTAS}'V AND REBELLION 'CRUSHED IN OTHER
| PARTS OF THE PENINSULA,

]
i

| T 6323 A.D.

WiiLE Khalid thus pursued his victorious career from the
north to the clentre of Arabia;the various columns despatched
by Abu Bekr were engaged with the apostate and rebellious

tribes in othcr parts of the Peninsula,  The opposition was U
not less stublborn ; and the success, though in many quarters

slow and at ti'mes even doubtful, was in the end complete.
Beyond Yeimama, and skirting the Persian Gulf between
Catif and Oman, lie the two desert provinces of Hejer and

Bahrein. M .adzir, their Christian chief, had adopted Islam,

and recogniz 1g the suzerainty of the Prophet, received Ala
as Resident &t his Court. Mondzir died shortly after
Mahomet, and! the province went into rebellion. Ala fled,
but was fent |back with a strong force to reclaim' the

apostate peoplie. The brilliant campaign of Khalid had

just then struck: terror into the neighbouring country ; and
80, as he passé:d near the borders of Yemama, Ala was
joined by contffu]gmts from many chiefs anxious thus to
prove their loya ty. A scion of the Hira dynasty, hostile
to Islam, bad s' cceeded Mondzir, and Ala found him so

well supported, ' that even thus strengthened he had to

entrench his army, and content himself with single combats

and indecisive ski rmishes. At last, finding through his spies

that the eneniy vyere in a festive and drunken state, he
overwhelmed then 1 unexpectedly and took their prince a



prisdner. THe discomfited host fled by Hh!p‘ to Darin, an A. o IL ;
island near tl{f; coast, whither they were aggin pursued and 70 ) FU

put utterly to the sword. The spoil was prt‘)digm us, and
so was the multitude of women and ch ildren taken

captive,
After the Prophet’s death tradition ceases to indulge in Miracalons &0
the miraculous. This expedition forms a singuliar exception. i{‘gf,,g“f,‘;l LA

As the columin marching from Medina reached the water- of theses

less zone of Dahna, it had hiearly perished by long-protracted

thirst ; when in the last extremity, water suddenly shining

in the horizon, man and beast hurried joyfully’ on to slake

their thirst at an extensive lake. No spring hiad ever been

seen in that wilderness before ; nor was the mijraculous lake

ever found again, Shortly after, while pursuing; the apostate

host to 'the isle of Darin, a second miracle parted the

waves, and the Moslems, after a wild invocation of the

Deity, rushed on and crossed the strait as it had been a

shallow beach. A pious bard has likened thie passage to

that of the lsraclites through the Red sea, arid a monk is

said to have been converted by the double mir: sle of waters

breaking out in the wilderness and waters dr 1g up in the

channel of the great deep. TR

. 'While thus engaged, Ala received matenal} Ap from loyal Mothanra, |
followers along the coast. Amongst those wh' ‘aided in this
work was Mothanna, a chief of great influenc’ nongst the
Bekr clans. Following up the victory of Ala! ‘ng the Per-
sian Gulf, this warrior in his progress from Fivtdr upwards,
reached at last the delta of the Euphrates, *** !'re he inau-
gurated a fresh movement that will shortly erjgage attention.

The reduction of the important provinge of Oman fol- Oman. -
lowed close on that of Bahrein. Its Prinfce had recently
tendered allegiance to Mahomet. Amru! was thereupon
deputed as Resident, and the tithes were, py reason of the
distance, given up to the local poor. Not: vithstanding this
coneession, Mahomet was no sooner dead jthan the people,
led by a rebel, who claimed to be a prophef, rebelled.  The
Prince fled to the mountains, and Amru #o Medina. The

_task of reclaiming Oman and the adjoining province of 1L
. was committed by Abu Bekr to Fodzeifa, a convert o
D %
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. of influence fin those parts. He was assisted by Ikrima,
sent, as we h:{w‘seen, by Abu Bekr to retrieve his reputation
in this distant quarter. Arrived in Oman, they effected a

- junction with the loyal Prince. An engagement followed,

Lattle of  in which the| Moslems, hard pressed, were near to suffering
TR dnfeat: wheni a strong column from the tribes recently re-.
| claimed in Bahrein appeared on the field and turned the

battle in thelir favour. The slaughter amongst the enemy

was great, 4ind the women, placed in the rear to nerve

their courage, fell a welcome prize into the believers' hands.

The mart of| Daba, enriched by Indian merchandise, yielded
a magnificent: booty, and there was at once despatched to

] Medina the rioyal Fifth of slaves and plunder.

Makra. lodzeifa was left behind as governor of Oman. | Ikrima,

havmg thus| reached the easternmost point of Arabia,

turned to the south-west ; and with an army daily swelled

by levies from repentant tribes, pursued his victorious
course to Mahra, This province was at the moment dis-

tracted by a breach between two rival chiefs. Espousing

the cause of the weaker, who at once avowed the faith,
Ikrima attal”':d the other and achieved a great victory.

« °  Among the' "oil were 2,000 Bactrian camels and a vast

; supply of ar/ 's and beasts of burden. This quarter of the
peninsula ay kly subdued and restored to order, Ikrima

now in gre|  ‘trength advanced, as he had been instructed,

to join Mol 'r in the campaign against Hadhramaut and

Yemen. T “'we must first take note of how things stood

after the d'" % of Mahomet nearer home in the west and

2 south of the pcpmsula

G While the t"wnb of Mecea and Tayif remained toler-

i 'li'li?zatfr:.ld ably secure, the'country round about was rife with viclence
- and misrule. Llordes from the lawless tribes, ready as

ever for plundcr and rapine, hovered close even to the
Holy City. . Thisy were attacked by the governor, and
dispersed with s aughter. Order was restored by a body
of 500 men quartered within the sacred limits, and by
pickets throughout the neighbour hood. But from thence,
all the way to Yeinen, nothing was seen save turmoil and
alarm.  Troops of! bandits, remnants of the false pror”




-afmy, ravaged MNajran, and the loyal adhera‘nts of Ielam AH, 33_.-:_
" were fain to fly to mountain fastnesses.” Thie Tihama,or =77
long strip of land skirting the shore of the Red sea, was
overrun by bands of Bedouin robbers, stopping all com-
. munication between the north and south. JAn army at
length cleared the country of these robbers sio effectually
that the roads became again for a time unpascwble but now
: Qn}y from the offensive mass of carcases str:,wn; aupon them.

Peace in Yemen™ was not so easily restored.  The Vemen ,
*Veiled Prophet,’ Aswad, had been recently | assassinated it
" by conspirators in the interest of Mahomet *. | These were death. _,_\gi
- Cays, an Arab chicf, and two others of Persmn descent,
. Feroze and Dadweih, into whose hands the government

of Sanaa fell. The tidings reaching Medima just after
. Mahomet’s death, Abu Bekr appointed Fercze his licus
_tenant.  The Arab blood of Cays rebelled against serving
under a foreigner, and he plotted to expel the whole
~ body of Persian immigrants. To effect this, he-ealled in the
" aid of Amr ibn Madekerib, a famous poet : -1 influential ;
chief, who baving like others cast off the fait \ /avaged the SR |
country with remnants of the false prophet’s ' my. Dad- - ;
' weih was treacherously slain by Amr at a fe; | but Feroze b
. escaped, and after much hardship secured hi| | retreat with
" a friendly tribe. TPor a time Cays carried a!  before him. g G|
The family of Ferozé was taken captive, ar  /he Persian '

settlers, pursued in every direction, fled to imountains,
or took ship from Aden. Feroze appeal ' 2 Medina;
‘but it was long before the Caliph had any m » send.  So

Feroze cast about for himself, an 1 at lengt «, by the aid of
loyal tribes, put the troops of Cays to 'light, regained
possession of his family, and reoccupied Sa' a. -

But more effectual help was now approach ' g. On oneside Caysand
was Mohajir. Appointed by the Prophet - 5 lieutenant in :{‘e’};ﬂed .
‘Hadbramaut, he had been detained sick at * dina, perhaps Yemen
also by inability earlier to obtain a followi Last of the E‘ﬁﬁoﬁfd' i
commanders to take the field, it was proba " ten or twelve l' :ﬂ:
months after the Prophet’s death that he *' rched south, :,5‘, A,
_and joined on the way by loyal tribes nce he disturbed

1 Ses Life of Makomet, p. 492 '
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1. country at the head of a substmtial force. ' On the other

hand, Ikrima with an ever-growing army, advanced from

the east. Hustening to meet Mohajir, he, for the present, o

left Hadhramaut aside, and passed rapidly on towards Adea, i

Alarmed at the gathering storm, Cays and Amribn Madeke-

rib joined thifeir forces to oppose Mohajir.  But soon quarrel: |
ling, they Pharted, sending each other, after Arab wpn‘t,

lampoouns in| bitter verse. Opposition being now vain, Amr
sought by an unworthy stratagem to gain hissafety. Making
a night attack on Cays, he carried him prisoner to Mohaju' ;

but he had forgotten a safe-conduct for himself. Mohajir,
therefore, seized both, and sent them in chains to Medina.

The Caliph was at first minded to put Amr to death !

because of the murder of Dadweih ; but he denied the |
¢rime, and there was no evidence to prove it. ' ‘ Art thou

not ashamed.’ said Abu Bekr to him, * that following the

rebel cause,/ thou art ever either a fugitive or in bonds?
Hadst thou heen a defender of the Faith instead, then had
the Lord va | d thee above thy fellows.) So assuredly it *

is? replied' ..« humbled chief: *1 will embrace the faith, & k¢

and nevera, . desertit’ The Caliph forgaye them both;
and his cle;, ‘ncy was not abused, for we find the twp
gallant but v, scrupulous chiefs soon after fighting loyally in
the Persias | lar. After this, Yemen was speedily reduced
to order. . ] Mohajir was at liberty to pursue his march =
to Hadhray ni, _ '
The govi: jent of the great southern province of Hadh- |

?ﬁ%h ibp Tamaut. wity kld with difficulty, during the protracted

absence of M ajir, by Ziad, who aroused the hatred of
its occupants, ‘/1e Beni Kinda, by exacting from them the
tithe ; bt witi the support of some still loyal clans was
able to hold k; place. In one of his raids, Ziad having
carried off the; amilies of a vanquished tribe, Ashath ibn
Cays, chiefof{ = Beni Kinda, was moved by their cries; and,
having gather © a strong force, fell upon Ziad, and rescued

the captives. v is the same Ashath who, when he tendered
homage to I ymet, betrothed to himself the sister of
Abu Bekr’, w compromised, he went into active re-

P Life of Makomet; p. 470
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' surroundcd by the enemy, vapatt.hed an urgult summons
for Mohajir to hasten to his deliverance.

? )

B} this time Mobhajir and Ikrima, marching respecturely subdued by o8

from Sanaa and Aden, had effected a _]un&.txon at Mareb, mﬁhlf“m -

and 'were crossing the sandy desert which lay between

them and Hadhramaut, Receiving the message, Mohajir

set off in haste with a flying squadron, and, joined by Ziad,
fell upon Ashath,aftd discomfited him with great slaughter.

The routed enemy fled for refuge to a stronghold, which
‘Mohajir immediately invested. Ikrima soon came up with
‘the main body, and there were now troops enough both
to Besiege the city and ravage the country around. Stung .

at witnessing the ruin of their kindred, and preferring

death to dishonour, the garrison sallied forth, and fought
the Moslems in the plain.  After a desperate struggle, '
. in which the approaches were filled with bodies of thie

dead, they were driven back. Meanwhile, Abu Bekr,

apprised of their obstinate resistance, sent orders to make

. an example of the rebels, and give no quarter. The

wretched garrison, with the enemy daily increasin:g, and no

 prospect of relief, were now bereft of hope. ’beemg the

position desperate, the wily Ashath mads I;lls way to

Ikrima and treacherously agreed to delive:  * the fortress

if nine lives were guaranteed. The Mosle entered, slew
the fighting men, and took the women  cajtive. When
Aghath presented the list of nine to be spaired,— Thy name
is not here!’ cried Mohajir, exultingly s for the craven
traitor had forgotten, in the excitement of the moment, to

‘enter his own name ;- The Lord be praised, who hath

A b . ; I . e I
condemned thee out of thine own mouth.’t So, having cast

‘him into chains, he was about to order hjls execution, when

Ikrima interposed and induced him, mulch against his will,
to refer the cause to Abu Bekr. The/ ctowd of captive
women, mourning the massacre of their gons and husbands,
loaded the recreant as he passed hy with bitter impreca-

tion. Arrived at Medina, the Cahph» abused him as a Ashath |
spared by

pusillanimous wretch who had ncither jthe power to lead, iy Bakr,

nor yet the courage to defend, his peo, ple ; and threatened
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. him with dedth. But at last, mow.’ﬂ by l’us appeal to the

terms agreed upon by Ikrima, and by protestation that he
would thenceforth fight bravely for the faith, Abu Bekr
not only forgave him, but allowed him to fulfil the marriage

~with his sister. Ashath remained for a while in idleness

at Medina, and the Caliph would say that one of the three

 things he repented of, was having weakly spared the rebel’s

. Peacn
m_‘;ve_xjsnt Iy
restored.

: Twao seng-

(ERRANE 14y -1
i mtilated.

J'\ h'&f‘
booter
 bumed to
death.

life. But afterwards Ashath went forth to the wars, and ii
as we shall see, effectually redeemed his name. SR

Thus, in this, the last province of the Peninsula, rebellion
was finally crushed, and the reign of Islam completely
re-established.  Mohajir elected to remain in Yemen, where
he shared the government with Feroze,  Ziad continucd to
administer Hadhramaut. '

A curious story is told of a lady whom Ikrima married

'aa.t.Aden, and carried with him in his camp, She had been |
_héxt_\rotht-:d to' Mahomet, but the marriage had not been
" completed. © The soldiers murmured, and questioned the

propr"f‘-{;ty of Ikrima's marriage. Mohajir referred the
matter ‘to Abu Bekr, who decided that there was nothing
wrong in‘the proceeding, as Mahomet had never fulfilled
his contract with the damsel . :

I should wme “here omit to mention the fate of two song-
stresses in Y7« 'n, who were accused, one of satirising the |
Prophet; the her of ridiculing the Moslems, in their
songs. Molgjir  had the hands of both cut off, and also'
(to stay thel sing ing for the future) their front teeth puiled |

out. The Caliph, on hearing of it, approved the punish- |
ment of the first; | for, said.he: ‘Crime against the Prophet

is not as crime a1gam°;t a common man; and, indeed, had
the case been first! referred to me, I should, as a warning to
others, have direct.led her execution.’ But he disapproved
the mutilation of the other.

As a rule Abu Bekr was mild in his judgments, and even
generous to a fallenf. and submissive foe, But there were, a8
we have seen, excaptions. On one occasion the tr eachery
of a rebel chief irut.dted him to an act of barbarous cmelty '

L Jife of Mahomet, . 4% ‘04 She was brought to the Prophet for her heauty,
who, finding some defect, wnt her home,



i Fujaa, a leader of some note, under pretence of ﬁghtmg A: H

i against the insurgents in his neighbourhood, obtained from

hoe

the Caliph arms and accoutrements for his band. Thus:

equipped, he abused the trust, and, becoming a freebooter,
 attacked and plundered alike Moslem and apostate. Abu
. Bekr therenpon wrote letters to a loyal chief in that quarter

to goagainst the brigand. Hard pressed, Fujaa challenged

. his adversary to a parley, and asserted that he held a

- commission as good as his.  ‘If thou speakest true,

1 answered the other, ¢ lay aside thy weapons and accompany

. me to Abu Bekr,” He did so, but no sooner did he appear

N vt Medum, than the Caliph, enraged at his treachery, cried
. aloud: *Go forth with this traitor to the burial-ground,

and there burn him with fire’  So, hard by the graveyard

" of 'the city, they gathered wood, and heaping it together '
| lat the place of prayer, kindled the pile, and cast Fujaa
. on it. If the charges were well founded, which we ha.vjx.
" no ground for doubting, Fujaa deserved the fate cofi a
! -Ihandxt but to cast him alive into the flames was a sjavage
Lact, for which Abu Bekr was sorry afterwards, and dised to

say, 1t is one of the three things which I Wo; uld 1 had R

- not done.

=,
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CHAPTER VI

| REVIEW, SULLENNESS OF RECLAIMED TRIBES, CAM-

LU paIGNS IN SYRIA  AND  CHALDAA, ~ DESPATCH!
OF TROOPS REKINDLES ENTHUSIASM. DOMESTIC
EVENTS.

11 A.H. 632 A.D.

“CTHUS, within a year of the death of the Prophet, the sway
of Isla:m, which for a time had clean gone,was re-established

Im ml

feslabhsﬁed throug}t.ﬁut the peninsula. The circle of victory was now

e Arab'f’" complete., Begun, with the avenging expedition of Osama

U in the noi-th, it was followed up by Khalid's brilliant - '

~achievemen ts | | \the east and centre of Arabia. While
in the ‘Gas 'of Death’ the flower of the faithful
| 'were. decidin} e fate of Islam then trembling in the
. balance, oper ns, as we have seen, languished elsewhere.
Fventually, 1" ;ampaign was carried vigorously over the
~other provin't ''/though in some quarters with lmited
" resource an¢ yving fortune; till, in the end, Ikrima,
sweeping do 1e eastern coast, and joined by Mohajir
4n the south: % ped out the last embers of apostasy.

-'I‘he ,a\n}h The rebellion 'was suppressed, but the Arab tribes

:31:::& g;} ‘remained sullen an d averse. The Bedouin, wont to wander
war<cry  wild and free over hhis pathless deserts, chafed at the demand

g’ff“ Wit of tithe, and spurn ed obedience to Medina. Simply force

and fear as yet attarched him to the Caliph. < The question
occurs, what would! have been the fortune of Islam had
no great impulse arisen from without? The prospect was
not encouraging. (Convictions so shallow, and aspirations



G low, as those of the Bedouinwould soon have duappeared*

force and fear would not long have availed to hold together

such disintegrated materials as go to form the Arab

nation. ' The South was jealous of the North; Bedouins
of the desert scorned the settled population ; ‘cach tribe
had cause of rivalry with its neighbour, and feuds were

‘ever arising out of the law of blood. Even in Medina,

cradle of the faith, the Aus were impatient of the Khazraj,

and both were jealous of the Refugees. The only authority

recognised by a Bedouin is that of his tribal chief, and even
that sits lightly. To him freedom is life ; and dependence
on a central power most hateful. Had nothing external
supervened, he had soon shaken off the yoke of Islam, and

- Arabia would have returned again to its primeval state.

But, fortunately for:Islam, a new idea electrified the nation.
No sooner was apostasy put down than, first in Chaldza

" and then in Syria, collision with border tribes kindled

the fire of foreign war; and forthwith the whole Arabian

- people; both town and Bedouin, were riveted to Islam by a
. common bond—the love of rapine and the lust of spoil.
. That the heritage of Islam is the world, was an after- Islam in-
thought. The idea, spite of much proleptic tradition, had

been conceived but dimly, if at all, by Mahomet himself.
His world was Arabia, and for it the new dispensation was
ordained, The Revelation ran in ‘simple Arabic’ for the
teaching of its peoplel. From first to last the summons
was to Arabs and to none other. It is true that, some
years before his death, Mahomet called on certain kings

and princes to confess the catholic faith of Abraham; but

the step was not in any way followed up. Nor was it
otherwise with the command to fight against Jews, Chris-
tians, and Idolaters ; that command announced to the Arab
tribes assembled at the Farewell pilgrimage, had reference
to Arabia alone, and had no immediate bearing on warfare
beyond its bounds. . The Prophet's dying legacy was to
the same effect :—* See,’ said he, ‘that there be but the
one Faith threughout Arabia’ The seed of a universal
creed had indeed been sown ; but that it ever germinated

! Coran xlii, v, 05 et passim.
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_ ‘was due to circumstance rather than design.  Even Omar,
.77 after his splendid conquests, continually dreaded lest his
; . armies should proceed too far, and be cut off from succour.
o . Therefore he set barriers (as we shall see) to the ambition
i‘:’ . of his people, beyond which they. should not pass.

. butspread  Nevertheless, universal empire was altogether in accord
. at the call
‘o conquer.

with the spirit of the Faith. ‘When a people leaveth off
to fight in' the ways of the Lord, said Abu Bekr, in his
inaugural address (and, so saying, struck the key-note of
militant Islam), the Lord casteth off that people.”  Thus,
‘when the Rubicon once was crossed, the horizon enlarged
Jin ever-widening circles, till it embraced the world. Itwas
this that now turned the sullen temper of the Arab tribes
into eager loyalty : for the brigand spirit of the Bedouin
was brought thus into unison with the new-born spirit of
Islam, The call to battle reverberated through the land,
and was answered cagerly, The response began with the
tribes in the north, the first reclaimed from apostasy.
. Later, in the second year of the Caliphate, the exodus
spread to the south, and grew in magnitude year by year.
At first the Caliph forbade that help should be taken from
any that had backslidden. The privilege was reserved for
such only as had remained steadfast in the faith. But, step
by step, as new spheres opened out, and the cry ran from
shore to shore for fresh levies to fill the ‘ Martyr' gaps;
: the ban wvas put aside, and all were bidden. Warrior after
. leeming  warrior, column after column, whole tribes in endless sue-
E;ﬁ?go cession, with their women and children, issued forth to
: fight. And ever, at the marvellous tale of cities conquered ;
of rapine rich beyond compute ; of maidens parted on the -
very field “to every man a damsel or two ;" and at the sight
of the royal Fifth set forth in order as it reached Medina,
~—{resh tr bes arose and went. Onward and still onward,
like swarms from the hive, or flights of locusts darkening
the land, tribe after tribe issued forth, and hastening north-
ward, spread in great masses to the east and to the west.
“Diseredit It must not, however, be overlooked that though apostasy
"W attach- was thus condoned, and in the blaze of victory almest lost

2 mgtu ! i ) i
b aposwsy.  sight of, a certain discredit still clung to the backslider.
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of higher civilisation, if they embraced the faith, fell into a world.
i lower caste. Arabians were the dominant class, and they
' ‘alone, wheresoever they might go, It was only as “clients,

" Hl& g‘udt was not like that of other men who! had sinned 51.11 u ‘

'before conversion. The apostate, once eulightened, had
. cast by his fall a deliberate slur upon Islam. Therefore
. no leader who had joined the great apostasy was ever
{promoted to a chief command. He might fight, and was |
| welcome, in the ranks,— allowed even to head small parties ¥

of fifty or a hundred ; but to the last, the post of honour

|

g ML S 5

was denied.

. The :Arabs, thus emerging from their desert-home, Arabsthe )

. ) : - : vy OBl AL
became the aristocracy of Islam. Conquered nations, even oslean

or dependants; that people of other lands might share their

) pri#ileﬂ'C&~CM'bs, as it were, from off the master’s table,
' Yet great numbers of the Arabs themselves were at this

early period slaves, captured during the apostasy or in

| previous intertribal war,jand held in bondage by their
it __fellow-conntrymen. Qmar saw. the inconsistency. It was |
' not fit that any of the noble race should remain in slavery.
- When, therefore, he succeeded to the Caliphate, he decreed
- their freedom. ‘The Lord, he said, ¢ hath given to us of |
1 Arab Elnod the victory, and great conquests from without. e
It is not meet that any one of us, taken captive in the . &

I

days of i jgnarance, or in the recent wars, should be holden Slaves of
Arab ‘blumi

. in captivity. Slaves of Arab descent were therefore all Lo ge. [N
‘allowed their liberty on payment of a slender ransom, ex- Btk |

cepting only bondmaids who having borne children to their
owners already held, as such, a place of privilege. Men,
that had lost wives or children now set out in search, if
haply they might find and claim them. OStrange tales are

© told of these disconsolate journeys. But some of the women
. captive at Medina preferred remaining with their masters.

This ascendency, social, military, and political, the Arab

| ‘mation maintained for upwards of two centuries. Then they
‘were gradually supplanted, as we shall see, throughout

the East, by Turks and Persians. Such as had settled
in the citics mingled with the people; the rest returned
to their desert wilds, and with them departed the glory of
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. the Caliphate. This, however, was not the case in the

West; and so in Spain and Africa the prestige of Arab
blood survived, _

The domestic history of Medina is at this early period
barren of incident. As supreme judge in civil causes, the
Caliph nominated Omar; but warlike operations, first in.
the Peninsula, and then in foreign lands, so occupied men’s
minds, that for the time the office was a sinecure.

The presidency at the annual Pilgrimage is carefully
recorded yearly by the annalists of Islam. The Caliph
was too much engrossed with the commotion throughout

Arabia to proceed himself to Mecca on this occasion, =
~and the governor of the Holy City presided in his stead.

S? ended the first year of the Caliphate.
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CAMPAIGN IN CHALD&A.
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i CHALDAEA and Southern Syria belong properly fto Collision

with border |

' | Arabia. The tribes inhabiting this region, partly heathen, Tt G T
- but chiefly in name at least Christian, formed an integral conflict
0 patt of the Arab race, and as such fell within the im- :,;;hpfrrf:;
. mediate scope of the new dispensation. When these came empises.

‘into collision with the Moslem columns on the fros tier, they
.1 were eventually supported by their respective sovereigns,—
the westem by the Kaiser, and the eastern by the

' Chosroes. Thus the struggle widened, and Islam was
' brought presently face to face in mortal conflict with
. the two great Powers of the East and of the West.

0 Tt is important, especially in the early part of this History de—- )
' history, to bear in mind that the only sources available E‘;‘;f{;f“ s

' to the student are Arabian. As for the West, Byzan- Arabian

| tine annals utterly disappear in the impending cataclysm; "%
and it is many long years before any help whatever is
 available from that quarter. On the other side, the Persian
empire was swallowed up in the invasion of the Arabs,
~and consequently it is from the conquerors alone that
we learn’ the events about to be told. Thus, both for
East and West, we are entirely dependent on Arab tradi-
- tion, and this, at the first, singularly brief and f ragmentary;
' while the authorities being altogether one-sided, we are
0 left, as best we can, to draw a natrative just and impartial

- to all concerned.



