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. the memoty of the great gqneral He also madc thc be-

reaved family his special care ; and, the more effectually to
discharge the trust, in true Arab fashion, took to wife his
widow Selma. '
The army was marshalled by Qad anew. Companies
were formed of ten, each under a selected leader. Warriors

of note were appointed to bear the standards. Columns,

and squadrons were made up by clans and tribes ; and thus
by clans and tribes they marched, and also went into the
field of battle. Departments also were established for the
several duties incident to military service. The chief coms«
mands were given to veterans who had fought under the
Prophet’s banner ; for in this army there were no fewer
than 1,400 Companions, of whom ninety-nine had fought
at Bedr. Following Mothanna's counsel, confirmed by

Omar, Sad marched slowly to Odzeib, still keeping to \
the border of the desert. There he left the women and |

children protected by a party of horse, and advanced to
Cadesiya, a great plain washed on its farther side by the
inland channel of the Euphrates already described, and
bounded on the west by the Trench of Sapor (in those days
a running stream), with the desert beyond. The plain
was traversed by the highway from Arabia, which here
crossed the river on a bridge of boats leading to Hira, and
thence across the peninsula to Medain. Such was the
field of battle which was shortly to settle the fate of Persia.

Sad, keeping still to the western bank, fixed his head~

quartets at Codeis, a small fortress overlooking the stream.
and a little way below the bridge. Here he encamped and

‘waited patiently the movements of his enemy:.

Rustem would have played the same waiting game as
Sad, had not the King become impatient. The Arabs
were making continual raids across the river into Mesopo-
tamia. The castles of the nobles were attacked, and their
grounds laid waste. A marriage procession was captured
near to Hira, and the bride, a satrap’s daughter, carried
with her maids and trousseau into the Moslem camp. The
spring passed away, and the suomer came ; but with it no
relief. Herds were driven from the pasture-lands, and
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b f-imqueut forays served at once to furnish the Moslem army A, 14_
. with food, and punish their faithless allies. The people |
. grew clamorous ; and the great landlords at last made it
“km::wn that if help were dcla\ ed, they must go over to
'the enemy. Moved by their cries, Yezdegird turned a deaf
_":-sar to Rustem, and insisted on immediate advance, AL
. Meanwhile, Sad kept up constant communications with Sad gives |0
' Omar. When asked for a description of the camp,—¢Cade- ;)c?,‘;,ﬂif’m
' siya,’ he told the Caliph, ‘lay between the Trench of Sapoy field.
" and thesriver ; in front was the deep stream, which on I‘lc
| left meandered through a verdant vale downwards from the
. town of Hira: a canal led in like direction to the lake of
" Najaf, and on its margin stood the palace/of Khawarnac.
His right was guarded by an impassable swamp, and his
rear rested on the desert,” Omar, satisfied with the report,
~ enjoined vigilance and patience. But first, he said, Yezde-
| gird must be summoned to embrace the Faith at the peril
- of his kingdom, With this commission, twenty warriors of
commanding mien crossed the plain and presented them-

- selves at the gates of Medain. As they were led to the Deputation
royal presence, the rabble crowded round, and jcered at the %‘;ﬂéﬁgﬁd
rough habit of the Arabs, clad in striped stuff, and armed o i
with rude weapons of the desert,—contrasting strangcly with
the courtly splendonr of the regal city. ‘Look!’ they cried,

i 'mockmg, ‘look at the woman’s distaff;—a Bedouin bow
slung over the shoulder—little thinking of the havoc it was

soon to make amongst their crowded ranks, As the Chiefs

entered the precincts, the prancing and champing of the
beautiful steeds, and the wild bearing of the stalwart riders,

struck awe into the heart of the King and effeminate

.nobles.  Yezdegird demanded, through an interpreter,
wherefore, thus unprovoked, they dared invade his
kingdom. One after another the Arabian spokegmen

told him of the Prophet who had wrought a mighty |

change in their land, and of the blessings and obligations , L

‘of Islam, ¢ I:.mbrace the Faith,’ they said, ‘and thou shalt '

be even as we; or, if thou wilt, pay tribute, and come under

our protection ; which things if thou refuse, the days of thy
kingdom are numbered.’ The king replied contemptuously :
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¢Ye are naught, ye are naught! hungry adventurers from

a naked land ; come, [ will give you a morsel, and ye shall
depart full and content” The Arabs replied in strong but
modest words.  ¢Thou speakest truth; we are but poor
and hungry ; yet will the Lord enrich and satisfy us hast
thou chosen the sword? then between us shall the sword
decide! The King’s wrath was kindled.  fIf it were not
that ye are ambassadors, ye should have been put to death,
all of you. Bring hither a clod of earth, and let the
mightiest among them bear it as a burden from out the
city gates” The Arabs embraced the happy augury. A

stalwart horseman forthwith seized the load, mounted hié

charger, and bearing it, rode away. Rustem coming up just
then, the King told him of the affront he had put upon the
simple Arabs. ‘Simple!’ cried Rustem, ! it is thou that art
simple ;* and he sent in haste to get the burden back: but
the horscman was already out of sight. Hastening to
Cadesiya, he cast the clod before his chief, and exclaimed,
“Rejoice, O Sad! for, lo, the Lord hath given thee of the
soil of Persial’ o

Rustem could no longer delay. Elephants and men had
been gathered from every quarter to swell the host, now
120,000 strong.  Yet, notwithstanding, he marched slowly
and unwillingly. The auguries, we are told, boded some
great disaster.  But he cherished the hope that the Arabs,
pinched in their supplies, would break up suddenly and
disappear; or that, wearied with suspense, they might
be drawn from their strong position across the river. HAfter
great delay upon the road, he crossed the Euphrates below
Babylon. = Advancing on Hira, he chided the people for
siding with the Arabs; but ‘they replied that, deserted by
the King, they had no resource but to bow before the in-
vaders. At last, having whiled away many weeks, he came
within sight of the Moslem force, and pitched his camp on
the opposite bank of the river.

During this long period of inaction, the impatience of
the Arabs was checked by the strong hand of Sad, to
whom as lieutenant of the Caliph they were bound to yield

implicit obedience. Excepting raids and reconnoitring




* carried off three horses. Hotly chased, he slew his pursuers

USTEM CROSSES THE RIVER. | 113

Eﬂiﬂaﬁﬁ !9115 'nothmg was attempted.  Some of these, how< A 44
".fm wem sufficiently exciting., Toleiha, the guendasm 777 L4
hi pﬂﬁiphet entered alone the enemy's camp by night, and

I .Qaa_faft_er another ; and single-handed carried off the last,
| who embraced Islam, and thereafter fought faithfully by his

.I;':.-.:‘-.cérlpml"‘i side. As the enemy drew near, the Moslem host
. lay couched like the tiger in its lair, ready for the fatal

i) s;mng i
Tht: armies at last now face to face, Rustem had no Rustem
'~"'_,mpre excuse for putting off the decisive day. On the f'lit;sttﬂﬁ'w

morning after his arrival he rode along the river bank to
r"reecmnmtre and, standmg on an eminence by the bridge,

sent f_qx the.Moslem officer guarding the passage. A
colloquy ensued ; and, Sad consented that three of his
. eaptains should go to the Persian camp, and there explain

! gheir demands to Rustem, One after another, these pre-

' sented themselves.  Each held the same language: Jslam,

.'_-'_'?}‘sz'éwé,-_'__or the Sovord.  Rustem, now contemptuous in his
 abuse, now cowering under the fierce words of the envoys,
and scared by dreams and auguries, demanded time to con-

Sicler, Three days’ grace, they replied, was the limit
i &ﬂowed by their Prophet; and that was given,

. When the term was over, Rustem sent to inquire whether Throws
dam aeross

he or they should cross for battle, Strongly pitched, as We riyer,

i hava seen, Sad had no thought of moving, and bade the
' Persian cross as best he might. Rustem advanced, but

.| passage was denied. = All night the Arabs watched the
| bridge. | But Rustem had another scheme; he meant to
. cross the river by a dam. 'During the night his myrmidons

. cast fascines and earth into the channel, and morning light
' 'fdlSCOVﬁ‘l‘ed a causeway over which it was possible to pass.

At early morn, Rustem, clad in helmet and double suit :ﬁfﬁ i
O DEIC O

- of mail, leaped gaily on his horse. By the morrow We page.

. shall bave beaten them small he cried ; but apart with his
familiars he confessed that celestial omens were against him,

 And, indeed, previous mishaps, and the brave bearing of the
Arab chicfs, were sufficient, astrology apart, to inspire

grave forebodings.  Crossing the dam unopposed, he



' centre facing the fortress of Codeis.  Of thirty war elephants e
on the field, cighteen supported the centre, the remainder’ |
being divided between the wings1. On a canopicd golden
throne by the river side; Rustem watclied the issue of the
day.  Messengers, posted within earshot of each other
across the plain to Medain, shouted continually the latest
news, and kept Yezdegird informed of all that passed.

abled by . 4 ) e

dllsess,  the Arabs fell back on Codeis, beneath which the main
E",;f_;hﬁﬁil body was drawn up. On its ramparts, Sad, disabled by
zamparts blains and boils, lay stretched upon a litter; from whence
. ofbodes oacting down his orders inscribed on scraps of paper, he
| guided thus the movements of the day. The troops,

unused to see their leader in a place of safety, murmured ;

and verses lampooning him passed round the camp. Thm‘.
~he, the archer of renown, the *first to shed blood in Islam,’

should be thus aspersed was insupportable, and Sad had
_ the ringleaders imprisoned in the fortress. He then de-
(ol scended, and discovered to the troops the grievous malady
e which rendered it impossible for him even to sit upright,
much less to mount his horse., They accepted his excuse ;

AH 14, marshalled his great host on the western bank, w1th 1ts IR

Sud,dis  As the Persians began to cross; the advanced guard of e

for no man could doubt his bravery; but still a certain

fecling of discontent survived. Resuming his couch, he

his generals, with the orators and poets of the force a’l‘ong A
the ranks with stirring words to rouse their martial zeal. |

harangued the army from the battlements, and then sent |

Waslike - At the head of every column was recited the revelation pul

FEoRI 4 of the thousand angels fighting on the Prophet's side, to-

cited before :
theMoslem géther with suchwgxts as these i-——S#ir up the Faithjul unto
e e battle. Jf there: be rwenty steadfast among you, they shall

put to flight two lundred, and a hundred shall put to flggat

a thousand.  The Lovd will cast lerrov inte the learts af

_ the 1ufidels.  Bewave that ye turn not youwr back in battle ;
B vertly he that tuwrnetl fis back shall draw down wpon hine

L These were distinet from the riding elephants of the court and nobiles, and,
mubt all ‘have been nwpoerted from India.  The elephant was not used by the
Assyrians in war. - It rarely appears in ' their mural representations, aml only

undar peacefl associations,



_Mbslam host and here we are told, that upon the recatal’

“the heart of the people was refreshed, and their eyes

i "hghtcned and they realized the divine peace that followeth

' thereupon 1 il

~ The word passed round, that till ‘midday prayer no one Battle of

‘fshould stir.  The Commander-in-Chief would give the first ;a(:is‘ﬁ,._

s:gnal hy the Takbir, or war-cry, ALLAH AKBAR, Greas Nov., 635

the Lord! and the host would take up the shout three

successwe times from him. At the second and third shout, First day ;

they were to gird their weapons on and make their horses r},],;‘,;m‘

eady At the fourth, the ranks were to rush in one body

forward with the watch-word, Our kelp is from the Lovd!

‘he order was deranged by the enemy, who, hearing the

first shout, advanced at once : whereupon impatient warriors

rom the Moslem front steppe,d out, and challenging to single

ombat, did prodigies of valour. The heroic feats of Bedr

‘were re-énacted on the field, and the spoil, stripped from the '\ SRR

fallen champions, was beyond description rich. Thus Amr

ibn Madekerib carried off triumphantly the bracelets and LA

relled gudle of a princely victim. Another, shouting

galiy the praises of his mistress?, closed with Hormuz

‘a prince of the Gate,’ and bore him with his diadem captive

" to Sad. A leader of the Beni Temim, singing like verses,

pursuz,d his adversary through the enemy’s ranks; there |

he seized 2 mule-driver, and carried him wWith his laden
beast to the Moslem Ians 3 it was the king's baker with a
load of royal viands. More remarkable still is the stor y of Abu

. Abu Mihjan. A ringleader in the detraction of Sad, his A

Loffence was aggravated by drunkenness. Bound a prisoner ;

- in the fort, under charge of Selma, the general's wife, he

(LY Same wurd as Skeckina, divine influence overshadowing the heatt : Sums
o vili ‘and xlviik. | The practice of reciting such Suras or portions of tl*cm before
* battle has been handed down to the present day

% His song, of the ordinary type, ran thus :—

The muaid, with hangisg tresses, milk-white breast and fingers tapering,
gt anmh full well the hero who will lay the warriors low.

I-2
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was seized by an irrepressible ardour to join the Battle: A R

his earnest entreaty, and under pledge of early return, the
lady set him free, and mounted him on her husband’s white
mare. An unknown figure, he dashed now into the enemy’s
host, and now in circuits round it, performing marvels of
bravery. Some thought it might be the chi ef of the Syrian
contingent expected that day. Others opined that it was

Al Khizs, precursor of the angelic band. But Sad said,

I it were not that Abu Mihjan is safe in durance under
Selma’s care, I could swear it were he, and the mare my
own., According to promise, the hero, satisfied with his
exploits, returned to Selma, who reimposed his fetters as
before, and shortly after secured his release’. Now the
elephants bore down upon the Bedouin lines. The brunt of
the onsct fell upon the Beni Bajila. The huge beasts sway-
ing to and fro, * their fvwdas, manned with warriors and
banners, like moving castles/ affrighted the Arab horses,
which broke away at the horrid sight. The Beni Asad
diverted the attack upon themselves, and in the heroic act

left four hundred dead upon the field, Then the elephants
attacked the wings, spreading consternation all around 5 and |

the enemy, profiting by the confusion, pressed forward.
The position was critical ; and Sad, as a last resource, bade
Asim rid them from the danger at whatever cost, At once
that gallant chief chose a band of archers and of agile

skirmishers, who, drawing near, picked their riders from off

the elephants, and boldly cut the girths. The howdas fell

and the sreat beasts, with none to guide them, fled. Thus
relieved, the Arabs regained their ground. But the shades.
of darkness were falling, and both armies retired for the

night. :
The Moslem force was downcast., The uncertain jssue

1 He confessed to Selma that in his cups he had been singing these verses :—

‘ Bury me when I die by the roots of the ¥ine ;
The moisture thereof will distil into my boncs ;
Bury me vot in the open plain, for then 1 much fear
‘(hat no more again shall I taste the: flavour of the grape.

Bat he pledged his word to her that he would not again indulge in drinking,

nor abuse Ameer, Selma then obtained his release, and be joined his comrades
on the last great day. -




__,;HE SECOND DAY'S. RAT{‘[E Rt

afddﬁd pomt to the invectives agamqt Sad, and, what was
. still harder for him to bear, the taunts of Selma. During
| the day, as seated by her lord, they watched ‘from the
""_-rmﬁparts the deadly conflict, she exclaimed, * O for an hour
| of Mothanna! Alas, alas, there is no Mothanna this day !’ |
. Stung by the words, Sad struck her on the face, and point- -
ing to Asim and his band, said, * What of Mothanna ?
| Was he anything compared with these?’ *Jealousy and
~ cowardice!’ cried the high-spirited dame, faithful to her
~ first husband’s. memory. ‘Not so,” said Sad, somewhat
. softened ; *T swear that no man will this «:iay excuse me if
| thou dost not, who scest in what plight I lie.” The people
. sided with the lady ; but Sad was no coward, and he lived
'_the contumely down. ) i
iil/s"Ehe morning was occupied with the wounded and the Second
I'I'-;-.'fdead and the day drew on before fighting recommenced. A?’k’,f::led
AT '___Iust then the first column of the contingent sent back from Retam of

|/ Syria came in view. It was led by Cacaa, who, leaving hﬁéa?{‘;ﬂm‘ :.i_
e Hashim to bring up the main body of five thousand on ARy
" the following day, hutried forward with a thousand men,
By skilful disposition Cacaa magnified his force, in the eyes A
both of friend and foe.  He arranged his men in squadrons
f"-fof a hundred, each at a little distance behind the other. AT
f.'-:_'."-AdVancmg, he saluted Sad and his comrades, and bade
. them joy of the coming help. Then calling on the rest to

_ follow, he at once rode forth to defy the enémy. The hero

“of he Bridee accepted the challenge, Cacaa recognised
 his foe; and crying out, *Now will I avenge Abu Obeid

and those that perished at the Bridge,' rushed on his man
_‘and cut him to the ground. = As each squadron came up, it

charged with all the appearance of a fresh and independent
force across the plain in sight of both armies, and
. shouted the Takbir, which was answered by the same
 rvinging cheer, Allak Akbar, from the Moslem line. The
. spirits of the Arabs rose.  They forgot the disasters of
1 yesterday ; and by so much the heart of the Pergians sank,
. who saw their heroes slain, one after another, at the hands
: i of. Cacaa and his fellows. They had no elephants this day,
" | for the gear was not yet repaired. Pressed on all sides,
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their horse gave way, and Rustem was only saved by a
desperate rally. But the Persian infantry stood their
ground, and the day closed, the issue still trembling in the
balance. The fighting was severe and the carnage great.
Two thousand Moslems lay dead or wounded on the field,
and ten thousand Persians. All night through, the Arabs
kept shouting the names and lineage of their several tribes.

There was shouting, too, in the Persian camp. And sq,
‘encouraging themselves, each side awaited the final struggle.

On the third morning, the army was engaged in the
mournful task of removing their fallen comrades from the
field. The space of a mile between the two lines was
strewn with them. The wounded were made over to the
women to nurse, if perchance they might survive—or
rather, in the language of Islam—*until the Lord should
decide whether to grant, or to withhold, the crown of
martyrdom.” The dead were borne to Odzeib, a valley in the
rear, where the women and children hastily dug graves in
the sandy soil. The wounded, too, were carried thither.
For the suffering sick it was a weary way under the burn-
ing sun. A solitary palm-tree stood on the road, and
under its welcome shade they were for a moment laid.
Its memory is consecrated in such plaintive verse as this i~
#Hail to the grateful palm waving between Cadesiya and Odzeib.

Around thee grow the wild sprigs of camomile and hyssop.

May the dew and the shower refresh thy leaves for evermore,
And lét there never be a palm tree wanting in thy dry and heated plaint’

A day and a night of unceasing conflict were still before
the combatants. The spirit of the Persians, whose dead
lay unburied on the field, flagged at the disasters of the
preceding day. But much was looked for from the ele-
phants, which, now refitted, appeared upon the field, cach

protected by a company of horse and foot. The battle

was about to open, when suddenly Hashim came in sight
with the main body of his Syrian contingent. Sweeping
across the plain, he charged right into-the enemy, picrced
their ranks, and reaching the river bank, turned and rode
triumphantiy back, amidst shouts of welcome.  The fighting
was again severe, and the day balanced by alternate victory




mto the feld. I' he Lluphanb were the tr-rror of the
~ Arabs, and again threatened to paralyse their efforts. In
il },\ ’Eg emafgencg, Sad had recourse to Cacaa, who was achiev-
\ing marvels, and had already slain thirty Persians in single
bat ; so that the annalists gratefully acknowledge that
"it-?nnt been for what the Lord put it into the heart of
Cacaa to do, we surely had been that day worsted.”  Sad
leatned that the cye and trunk were the only vulner-
e partsiof the elephant: ‘ Aim at these, he said, ‘and
- shall be rid of this calamity.” So Cacaa with his brother WA |
m and a. band of followers issued on the perilous enter- i
e.  There were two great elephants, the leaders of the The dle- |
,___d Dismounting, Cacaa boldly advanced, and into the & E'::[lf‘m'
gejré' of one, the ‘great White elephant,’ he thrust his lance. '
.axttgng at the pain, it shook fearfully its head, threw the
out to the ‘ground, and swaying its trunk to and fro,
tled Cacaa to a distance. The other fared still worse,
ti yplerced both its eyes, and slashed its trunk. Utter-

v shrill scream of agony, the blinded and maddened
creature darted forward on the Arab ranks. Shouts and |

nces drove it back upon the Persians, Thus kept rushing
iildly to and fro between the armies, and followed at last by
er elephants, it charged right into the Persian line;  «
d so the whole herd of huge animals,—their trunks aloft, o
trumpeting as they rushed, and trampling all before them,—
Y plungeci into the river and disappeared on the farther
. shore. For the moment the din of war was hushed as
both lines gazed at the portentous sight.  But soon the
. battle was resumed, and they fought on till darkness again
'.-«_‘:-.'liosed on the combatants with the issue still in doubt. R
- The third night brought rest to neither side. - It was The Night' 1
i ' of Clan-
e struggle for life. At first there was a pause, as the o0 fight
’ 'li_ght faded away; and Sad, fearing lest . the vast host 1111 Mo |
I_Should overlap hl‘a rear, sent p';.rtu.b to “dtch the furds. i

..I"

:ﬁepose when, early in the night, it occurred to some of the
Arab iﬁ“tder.s to rally their tubc:s with the view (Ji harasam&r
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Sad’s cognisance, drew on a general engaoement in the

‘dark., The screams of the combatants and din of arms ik :
made 7e Night of Clangour?, as it is called, without parallel . 1)

in the annals of Islam. It could only be compared to ‘ the

clang of a blacksmith’s forge” Sad betook himself to i

prayer, for no sure tidings reached him all night through.

Morning broke on the two hosts, worn and weary.  Then = ' !

-arose Cacaa, crying out that one more vigorous charge must

| Persians
srdnted and

‘Rustem

’- Elaiﬂ-

Mestrue-
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sian host.

Moslem
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turn the tide, ‘for victory is ever his that persevereth to

the end.’ Four-and-twenty hours long the Arabs had

fought unceasingly. And now they issued with the freshness
and alacrity of a new attack. The Persian wings began to

waver. A fierce onslaught shook their centre, which opened.
and laid bare the bank with Rustem on his throne. Tem--

pestuous wind arose, and the canopy, no longer quarded,

was blown into the river. The wretched prince had bately |

time to fly and crouch beneath a sumpter mule. The
chance blow of a passer-by brought down the pack and
crushed the prince’s back. He crawled into the river; but
was recognised by a soldier, who drew him out and slew
him, and then mounting the throne, loudly proclaimed his
end. 2 - _

No sooner was their leader slain, than rout and slaughter
of the Persian host began, Some of the columns succeeded
in passing the dam; but it was soon cut (probably to pre-

vent pursuit), and swept away with a multitude by the pent- i

up stream. To the right and left, up the river bank and
down, the Mussulmans chased the fugitives relentlessly.

The plain, far and wide, was strewn with dead.  The fugitive

multitude, hunted into the fens and marshes, were every-
where pat mercilessly to the sword, '« But the army was too
exhausted to carry the pursuit far off.

The Mussulman loss far exceeded that of any previous
engagement. In the final conflict 6,000 fell, besides 2,500

! Harir. Each day had its pame, as given it margin, ‘The first and third
have no apparent meaning, pethaps names of places.  The second may refer to
the ‘succour’ hrought by the Syrian contingeat. See C, de Perceval, vol. iii.

.P- 481, Gibbon (ch. 1i.) ignotes the first day, and names the other three, as

Succour, Concussion, and Barking.
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DEFEAT OF THE PERSIANS. ' yat . R

eviously. No sooner was the battle ended, than the AR
women. -'gnd--feh.ild'ren,- with clubs and pitchers of water, ki
issued forth on a double mission of mercy and of vengeance.
gl Every fallen Mussulman, still warm and breathing, they
" gently raised and wetted his lips with water. But towards
" the wounded Persians they knew no mercy; for them they )

had another errand—to raise their clubs and give the coup
e grdce. Thus had Islam extinguished pity, and implanted
. .in the breasts of women; and even of little children, savage
" and cold-blooded cruelty. |
. The spoil was great beyond all parallel, both in amount Vastness |4/ (/8
and costliness. Each soldier had six thousand pieces, ' 220
" besides the special gifts for veterans and such as showed
| extraordinary valour. The jewels stripped from Rustem’s
. body were worth 70,000 pieces, although its most costly
portion, the tiara, had been swept away. The great ban-
‘ner of the empire was captured on the field, made of
panthers’ skins, and so richly garnished with gems as to
‘bevalued at roo.000 pieces. Thus did the needy Arabs
revel in the treasures of the East, the preciousness of which
exceeded almost their power to comprehend. S
. For the enemy, the defeat was fateful and decisive, inportance .\
Little more than thirty' months had passed since Khalid of R
oot in Irac; and already that empire, which fifteen S <
rAcyen before had humbled the Byz.antine' arms, ravaged
rS_Vﬁa, Cand encamped triumphantly on the Bosphorus,
' crumbled under the blows of an enemy whose strength

fhag never exceeded thirty or forty thousand Arabs rudely ; i
' armed. The battle of Cadesiya reveals the secret. On A
one side there was lukewarm, servile following ; on the

. other, an indomitable spirit, which after long and weary

" hours of fighting nerved the Moslems for the final charge.
' The vast host, on which the last efforts of Persia had been
" lavished, was totally discomfited ; and, though broken
:-'_'_Iléoiumns escaped across the river, the military power of
| the empire never again gathered into formidable and
| dangerous shape. The country far and wide was terror-
" struck. The Bedouins on either side of the Euphrates
| hesitated no longer. Many of them, though Christian, had
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_ f‘ought in the Moslem ranks. These came to ’%ad and sa,d A

* The tribes which at the first embraced Islam were wiser

than we. Now that Rustem hath been slain, we will h
. accept the new belief.  And so, many of them came over '

and made profession of the faith, |

The battle had been so long impending, and the prepara- -

tions on so grand a scale, that the issue was waiched

call over the country, ‘from Odzeib away south to Aden,

and from Obolla across to Jerusalem, 3s about to decide
the fate of Islam. The Caliph used to issue forth alone

from the gates of Medina early in the morning, if per-.
chance he might meet some messenger from the field.

At ‘last a camel-rider arrived outside the city, who to
Omar’s question replied shortly, ‘The Lord hath dis-
comfited the Persian host!  Unrecognised, Omar followed

him on foot, and gleaned the outline of the great battle.

Entering Medina, the people ecrowded round the Caliph,
and, saluting, wished him joy of the triumph. The courier,

abashed, cried out, ‘O Commander of the Faithful, why' A
, didst  thou not tell me?’ ‘It is well, my brother, was '

the Caliph’s simple answer.. Such was the unpretending
“mien of one who at that moment was greater than e:ther

the Kaiser or the Chosroes. f




_.esxre bf th' ""'alfph, Sacl paused for 2 while to 1 reoce
s refit. Fragments of the defeated host P ]
the- direét:sqn af Babyion, and rallzed there. o

%a

t;e.- ¢ Soo supptanted by Kufa,:_l
e roya clty of Hu'a Speedxiyf"-'-

: smmeﬁﬁies v:s:ted as a country seat by the Cahphs and:-'.
tlj_keir court in a.fter days :

‘ﬁ‘lmmd of Babylon Dtiven from thence, they fell back
the Tigris. Sad pitched a standing camp at Babylon,
whence he cleared the plain of Dura, fifty miles '
from th_e Et_lphrates to the Tig'ris. The territo‘rial.




AILI5- himself able, with the full consent of Omar; now in the
% second year of his reign, to advance upon Medain. '
Medain, The royal city was built on both banks of the Tigris,
VBt ol ot a4 sharp double bend of the river, fifteen miles below
the modern Baghdad. Seleucia, on the right bank, was
the seat of the Alexandrian conquerors.  On the opposite
shore had grown up Ctesiphon, residence of the Persian
monarchs, The combined city had for ages superseded
" Babylon as the capital of Chaldza. Repeatedly taken by
the Romans, it was now great and prosperous, but help-
i . lessly torn by intrigue and enervated by luxury. The
B e main quarter, with its royal palaces, was on the eastern
i 0 side, where the noble arch, the 7ak ¢ Kesra, still arrests
the traveller's eye as he sails down the Tigris. Sad now
f Lo directed his march to the suburb on the nearer side.  On
W the way he was attacked by the Queen-mother. Animated
by the ancient spirit of her race, and with a great oath
that so long as the dynasty survived the empire was
" invincible, she took the field with an army commanded
| | Queen- by a veteran general, ‘the lion of Chosroes’ She was
L oher | utterly discomfited, and her champion slain by the hand
s ited, of Hashim.

" Sad then marched forward ; and, drawing a lesson from
the vainglorious boast of the vanquished princess, publicly
recited before the assembled troops this passage from the

gt R Satred text ;=

 ‘Did ye not swear aforetime that ye would never pass away? Yet yein-
habited the dwellings of a: people that had dealt unjustly by their own souls;
and ye saw how We dealt with them. We made them a waming and example
unto you.'—( Skre ¥iv. 2. 44.) '
fiege laid .~ In this spirit, they came upon the river; and lo! the
et famous Iwan, with its great hali of white marble, stood
- summer.  close before them on the opposite shore,  ‘Good heavens !’
A 8 AL . - . Fr LS,
T 5.25 ap, exclaimed Sad;dazzled at the sight; ‘Allak Akbar ! What
e is this but the White pavilion of Chosroes! Now hath the
Lord fulfilled the promise which He made unto His Prophet.’
And each company shouted Alak Akbar! * Great iz the
Lord!” asit came up and gazed at the palace, almost within

their grasp. But the city was too strong to storm, and Sad




but, by Omar’s command they were dxsmlsse,d
_'Omes, 'I‘hus, the coumry from ’I‘eknt downwards,

: tﬁr, that the king' sent a messe:nger with terms He quarte:

i evacusted,
d ‘Wﬁuld give up all domlmon west of the Tigris if they would endof =10 |
him undisturbed on the eastern side. The offer was }g;&“—.- R

' nﬂy ref‘used Not long after, observing the walls 637 Ad
r,manned, an advance was ordered. Theyentered . 1
i the Persxans had crosaed and ca.rrymg tl:e- !

1 was t@ be sem. But th:e furtht.r Capxtal w1th the. -I
etween W&s-'hﬂf deﬁant an,d secure. So thearm;r, for--l

fémtly, w1t11 the regaha and treasure to Holwan, in the 0 16 A

illy country to the north : and now he contemplated flight March, |
jim]f in the same dm.ctxon The heart of Perina had sunk 031 .m i

or forded. But the
..is¢e; and they feared
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A 1s- gird, Sad at once resolved upon the enteyprise. Gathering |
ik his force, he said to them ;—‘ We are now at the mcrey of

the enemy, who, with the river at command, is able to

‘attack us unawares, Now, the Lord hath shown unto one

amongst us a vision of the Faithful upon horses, crassing the
stream triumphantly, Arise, let us stem the flood !’ The
desperate venture was voted by aceclamation. Six hundred
picked cavalry were drawn up in bands of sixty, The fore-
most plunged in, and bravely battled with the rapid flood.

Down and across, they had aiready neared the other shore,

when a picket dashed into the water, and vainly endeavdurcd
to beat them back. ‘Raise your lances, shouted Asim ;

¢ bear right into their eyes,’ So they drove them back,and AT
safely reached dry land, Sad no sooner saw them safe on

shore, than he called on the rest to follow ; and thus, w,ﬁi:h
the cry—FAllah ! Triumph to thy people ; Destruction to
thine cnemies! ' —troop after troop leaped into the river, so

thick and close, that the water was hidden from view; and,

treading as it had been solid ground, without a single loss,

all gained the farther side. The Persians, taken by sur-

prise, fled panic-stricken. The passage afforded time barely

to escape, The few remaining, submitted themselves as '
tributaries, The Moslems pursued the fugitives; but soos |

hastened back to share the royal spoil.’ They wandered
over the gorgeous: pavilions of a'court into which the East

had long poured its treasures, and revelled in gardens

decked with flowers and laden with fruit. The conqueror

established himself in the palace of the Chosrogs.  But B

first he was minded to render thanks_in a Service of p;';;iétu
A princely building was turned for this end into a house of

© prayer ; and there, followed by as many as could be spared,
he ascribed the victory to the Lord of Hosts. ' The lesson’

was a passage of the Coran which speaks of Pharaoh over-

whelted in the Red Sea; and also this verse, thought

peculiarly appror: ate i

¢ How many (ar ' ;1050 Fountains, did they leave behind,
And Vields of i, 'd Dwelling-places fair,
And pleasant thing " iy enjoyed !

Even thus We made anothec people to jnberit the same” =

(Sura xliv, w350 .




TAKEN IN MEDALY.
‘was rich beyond conception. Besides millions AHL 154
¢, there was countless store of silver and golden 1% .
s, gorgeous vestments and garniture,—precious things & ;{1 of |
antold rarity and cost. The lucky capture of some
‘mules disclosed the unexpected freight of tiara, robes, and
girdle of the king. The Arabs gazed in wonder at the
crown, jewelled swords, and splendour of the throne; and,
mong other marvels, at a camel of silver, large as life, with
riéet ;bf gold, and a golden horse, with emeralds for teeth,
" neck set with rubies, and trappings of gold. The pre-
cious metals lost their value, gold being plentiful as silver. | o
Works of art in sandal-wood aud amber were in the hands 0 L
of every one, hoards of musk and spicy products of the B
East. Camphor lay about in sacks, and was at first
y mistalke kneaded withu#he cakes as salt. The ptize § i
" agents had a heavy task, for each man’s share (and the army i i
- now numbered 66,000) was twelve thousand pieces®, besides | il
‘special largesses to the more distinguished. The army || s
. despatched to Medina, beyond the royal Fifth, such rare
and precious things as might stir the wonder of the v
simple citizens at home. To the Caliph they sent, Ag R
fitting gift, the regalia of the empire, and the sword of the
Chosroes®.  But the spectacle of the day was the royal ||
.bandﬁeting-. carpet, seventy cubits long and sixty broad.-."
1§ 2 represented ‘a  garden; the ground wrought in gold, TR
' and the walks in silver; meadows of emeralds, and = 4
rivulets of pearls; trees, flowers, and fruits of sparkling 1 :
| diamonds, rubies, and other precious stones. When the A
_ rest of the spoil had been disposed of, Omar took counsel
: whm shotld be done with the carpet. . The most advised
‘to keep it as a trophy of Islam. But Aly, reflecting on
the instability of earthly things, objected and the Caliph,
‘accepting his advice, had it cut in pieces and distributed
l“ L Sav £400 of £500 sterling for each soldier; from which (in addition to the e A
iﬁh)the entire value of the booty may be gathere '~ The treasure alone ¥ M e
t at 1500 million pieces, & like sua having beewy . away by Rustem for
the Cadesiya campaign, o
Four other swords were faken : that of the Kaiser kept by Sad, and of
shram by Cacaa; a third, of the Khacan of the Turks; and a fourth, of the
Iing of Hind.”, it A

‘ §il L bt
e VAT |
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vas s -mﬁed, aswell he might be, with the success Tattfe of
His old spmt of caution revived, and beyond 3““1"1’"&”
irted by the hilly range to the east, he strictly "
: forward movement. Summer of the 16th year =
egira was passed in repose at Medain, The king,
oken troops,] had fled into the Persian mountains;
:ople on either bank of the Tigris, seeing opposi- -
"-reagzhly ‘submitted to the conqueror. In the Permn
| e-.Perslaas, i‘eaolwng agam to try the chance of & i

n‘_il_les north ef Me&mn. From thence part of the
inced to Jalola, a fortress hield to be impregnable,
\_'by .'.a deep treach, and the outlets guarcled by

The gar nson,

ume to time by the army at Holwan,
e besiegers with desperate bravery. Fresh
eﬁe des tched from Medam, and the snege Waa, |
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who seized one of the gates. Thus cut off, they turned in -
despair upon the Arabs, and a general engagement cnsued,
which ‘was not surpassed by the Night of Clangour, €xs| |
cepting that it was shorter” Beaten at every point, many
Persians in the attempt to flee were caught by the ‘iromn .
spikes. They were pursued, and the country strewn with
corpses. Followed by the fragments of his army, Yezdegird
fled to Rei, in the direction of the Caspian Sea. Cacaa
then advanced to Holwan, and defeating the enemy, left
that stronghold parrisoned with Arab levies as the farthest
Moslem outpost to the north.

The spoil again was rich and plentiful. = A multitude of
captive women, many of gentle birth, were distributed as a
welcome prize, part on the spot and part seat to the troops
at Medain. The booty was valued at thirty million dirhems, -
besides vast numbers of fine Persian horses, which formed
a welcome acquisition to the army, nine falling to the
lot of every combatant.  In charge of the Fifth, Sad
despatched a youth named Ziad, of doubtful parentage
(of which more hercafter), but of singular readiness and
address. In presence of the Caliph, he harangued the 19
citizens, and recounted in glowing words the prize of Persia,
vich lands; endless spoil, slave-girls and captive princesses.
Omar praised his speech, and declared that thetroops of
Sad surpassed the traditions even of Arab bravery, But
next morning, when distributing the rubies, emeralds, and

" yast store of precious things, he was seen to weep. What!’

Omar re-
fuses an
advance
on Persia,

exclaimed Abd al Rabman; ‘a time of joy and thankfulness,
and thou shedding tears |’ ¢ Yea, replied the simple-minded fi'

Caliph ; ‘it is n¢t for this I weep, but I foresee that the riches
which the Lord bestoweth on us will be a spring of world-
liness and envy. and in the end a calamity to my people.’
Ziad was also the bearer of a petition for leave to pursue
the fugitives across the border into Khorasan.  Omar, con-
tent with the present, forbade the enterprise. ‘I desire; he
replied, ‘ that between Mesopotamia and countries beyond,
the hills shall be a barrier, so that the Persians shall not be
able to get at us, nor we at them. The plain of Irac sufficeth
for our wants. I would rather the safety of my people than




) | / T N
ds of spoil and further conquest.”  The thought of AH.
rld-wide mission was' vet in embryo obligation to T
Islam by a univetsal crusade had not yet dawned
the Moslem mind ; and, in good truth, an empire
_g--Swia, Chaldza, and Arabia, might have satis-

e ambition ‘evea’ of an Assyrian or Babylonian

larch. | The equal mind of Omar, far from being un-

adied by the flush and giddiness of victory, cared first

to ¢ nsolidate and secure the prize already gained. N
‘Nothing now threatening on the Persian side, the ambition Opueations |

of "'a'd7a'ﬂd;ﬁ,-h§s_'genera.ls:-cher:ked by the Caliph’s interdict, {201 oBe

: » tamia,
was for the present confined to the reduction of Mesopo- Hitand
QG (b Kirkesia

- For this end, troops were scnt up ‘the Tigris a8 taken,

3 fT‘é’kﬁffr—fa;.-Str{_jn'ghold about a hundred miles above ?g”;“;‘;'"

edain, held by a mixed garrison of Greek troops and 657 A.b.

hristian Bedouins.  These bravely resisted attack.  After

ity days the Byzantines thought to desert their native

s and escape by boat. The Bedouins, on the other

nd, gained secretly over by the Moslems, seized the

ter-gate; and so the Greeks, taken on both sides, were

) the sword, | The column; joined by the newly con-

tted allies, pressed forward to Mosul, which surrendered

and became tributary. On the Euphrates, the Moslem VAT

15, met with equal success. The Bedouin tribes in LB
potamia urged by the Byzantine court to attack R,

the lnva,ders then _t’h:reatexiing Hims, Sad was charged by

Omar to draw them off by a diversion from his side. The

1 fortress of Hit on the Euphrates was accordingly besieged ;

-\__':'-'btij;" _.'vga’i"s_-t_d.r_}-'s_lzrong' to carry by assault, Half of the force

i ' being left before the town, the rest .marched rapidly up the
. river to Kirkesia, at its junction with the Khabur, and took
by surprise.  The.garrison of Hit, when they heard of it,
witulated on condition of being allowed to retire. Thus,
the lower half of Mesopotamia, from one river to the other,
: és-:'gfédﬁ.qed, the strongholds garrisoned, and the Bedouins
either converted to the faith or brought under subjection.
.'rq_:x;rﬁ:_-the Jjunction of the two rivers also, downwards on
cither side of the Shat al Arab to the shores of the Persian
ulf, the rule of Islam was now thoroughly established. This
T pes S e R K2
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tract had been exposed, with-various fortune, to Arab raids
ever since the invasion of Mothanna. Omar saw thaf, to

secure Irac, it was needful to occupy the head of the Gulf
as far as the range’of hills on its eastern side. About the
period, therefore, of Sad's campaign, he deputed Otba, a
Companion of note, with a party from Bahrein, to capture the
flourishing seaport of Obolla. The garrison was defeated,
and the inhabitants, chiefly Indian merchants, effected their
escape by sea. The Persians rallied in force on the eastern
bank of the river, and many encounters took place before
the Arabs sicceeded in securing their position. On one
occasion. the womien of the Moslem camp turning their veils
into flags, and marching in martial array to the battle-field,

were mistaken thus for fresh reinforcements, and contributed
at a critical moment to the victory. Otba remained at

Obolla as governor; and, as we shall see, carried on

successful operations, during the next three years against

Khuzistan and the Persian border. Meanwhile Obolla
gave place to the capital town of Bussorah.

On the ruins of Obolla when first captured, there
had arisen a small town of huts constructed of reeds,
with a Mosque of the same material. The settlement
grew in sizé and importance by constant arrivals from
Arabia. But the climate was inhospitable, The tice
tises ' close to the level of the alluvial plain, “which;

itrigated thus with ease, stretches far and wide a sea of

verdure. Groves of pomegranate, acacia, and shady trees

abound : and a wide belt of the familiar date-palm fringing

the river might reconcile the immigrant of the Hejaz to his
new abode. But the moisture exhaled by so damp a soil
was ill-suited to the Arabian humour ; pestilential vapours
followed the periodical inundations, and gnats everywhere
settled in intolerable swarmst, Three times the site was

changed ; at last the pleasant spot of Bussorah, near the ‘

river, which supplied a stream of running water, was fixed
upon ; and here a flourishing city rapidly grew up, It was
laid out about the same time, and after the same fashion,

* The traveller of torday still complains of the pest of musquitoes fssuing

from the groves of the Delta in gigantic swarms,




OF \BUSSORAH AND KUFA., 135

as its :waJ Kufa. But partly*fxom a better climate, partly n.H 16
om a larger endowment of conquered lands, the sister 7=
r.;ity took the lead, as well in numbers as in influence and
riches. it !
7\ The founding of Kufa was on this wise. The Arabs had and ans..
been in occupation of Medain for some months, when a |
. deputation visited Medina. The Caliph. startled by their
~ sallow and unwholesome look, asked the cause. They
. replied that the city air did not suit the Arab’ temperas
ment.  Whereupon, he ordered enquiry for some more
;.r'-,hea,lthy and congenial spot ; such as, approaching nearer the
 desert air, and well supplied with wholesome water, would
' not be cut off from ready help in any time of need. After
--_'djlfgent search along the desert outskirts, they found no
' place answering so well as the plain of Kufa, not far from
 Hira, on the banks of the western branch of the Euphrates.
Omar confirmed the choice, and left it open for each man
L cither to remain at Medain, or transfer his habitation thither. _
. The new capital suited the Arabs well, and to it accordingly x. 18 4.1
- they migrated in great numbers.  The dwellings, as at Bus- ]
| sorah, were made at: first of reeds,  But fires were frequent ;
and after a disastrous conflagration, the Caliph gave per- i
‘mission that both cities might be built of brick. *The
. flitting camp,’ he wrote, ' is the warrior’s proper place.  But i
if ye must have permanent abode, be it so: only let no it
| man have more houses than thiree for wives and children, MR
i ‘nor exceed the modest exemplar of the Prophet’s dwelling- i
place  So the city was rebuilt, and the strects laid out in
 regularlines.  Thecentre was kept an open square, in which
| was erected a Mosque with a“portico for shade, and for hekthy
. ornament pillars of marble brought away from Hira. Sad {e ‘
_' 'built himself a spacious edifice, and reared in front of it a A
| gateway, to prevent intrusion from the market-place hard by. |
. The rumour of * the Castle of Sad’ troubled the simple- O bide,
. minded Caliph, and he sent a Compa nion, ibn .’\/Iaslama Ezilf‘;‘;fe
. with a rescript commanding that the.gateway should be gatewsiy of
‘pul‘lfed down, Arrived at Kufa, the envoy, invited by Sad " F al‘m"
L to enter his mansion as a guest, declined. Sad came forth,
and received this letter at his hands:— It hath been re
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ported to me that thou hast builded for thyself a palace, | =
and people call'it T%e Castle of Sad; moreover thou hast
reared a gateway betwixt thee and the people. It is not
thy castle; rather is it the castle of perdition. What is =
needful for the treasury, that thou mayest guard and lock; =
but the gateway which shutteth out the people from thee, ;
that thou shalt break down.” Sad obeyed the order; but
he protested that his object in building the portal had been
Tk falsely reported, and Omar accepted the excuse.
' TheSwwid  The settlement of the land was the next concern. The
?::;‘&L Sawdd, or rich plain of Chaidaa, having been taken, with
- Felisheen. some few exceptions, by force of arms, was claimed by the
' Arab soldiery as prize of wat! The judgment and equity
1 of Omar is conspicuous in the abatement of this demand.
AL IR After counsel held with his advisers at Medina, the Caliph
UG ordered that cultivators who had fled during the operations
Ll in Irac, as well as those who had kept to their holdings
-. throughout, should be treated as Zimmies, or protected
} ' subjects, and confirmed in possession on moderate tribute.
| Royal forests and domains, lands of the nobles and of those
who had opposed the Moslem arms, and endowments of
Fire-temples, were confiscated ; but the demand for their
division as ordinary prize was denied. - Equitable dis-
tribution was impossible, and the attempt would but breed
bad blood amongst the people. The necessities also of the
great system of canals, and of the postal and other services,
as first charge upon the revenues, demanded that the
public lands should be kept intact. Such were the
ostensible reasons. But a cause more weighty underlay
the order. Omar would maintain the martial spirit of his
followers at any cost, and render it perpetual. With him
it was of first necessity that the Arabs should not settle
anywhere but in the field, or other place of drms; nor
engage at all in husbandry, lest becoming fixed to the soil,
the temper militant should wane: The people of Arabia must
in every land be men of arins, ready at a moment's notice
, for the field, a race distinet and dominant. Therefore, much
5 to the army’s discontent, not only were the confiscated lands
held undivided, but, from the border of the Syrian desert to




j ;’The mnﬁscated Iands scattered over the province were Crowa

istered by crown agents, and the profits shared between gﬁfx"‘d

he captors and the State. The prize domains of Kufa— ments of
::_ﬂquered by the armies Of Khalid and of Sad-—were much Bwf;'of;‘;}

~uf 'sa.xd thtur apﬂkesman tfis a well—vuatered garden
iéh ;_y’leldeth in season its harvest of dates, ‘while ours is

= Sea Wfif“ch laVeth it thh brlny flood. Compared w1th
‘ .’ I@u;r poor are many, our rich are few. Grant us,
fa, of thy-:bouﬂtjr._'-' Retdgniéing the justice of the

3 éhéf,,- itlhéd hea\lfief.ot)'lli'gafiorls to discharge fhan the

city. Its government had a w:der range ; and the
'a.rge of gamsons at vanous pamts, as Holwan, Mosul, and

i .,I.command o[' Sad.

it ‘Kufa and Bussorah, unique in their origin, had a singular Iuﬁuetm
" influence on the destinies of the Caliphate and of Islam of 4 ()

- I'arge. The vast majorzty of the popu]atton were of pure E}e] f]utur ¢
8 am

prey of Chalda.'l and Perrﬂa kept etreammgr into C halda:a..
ffom every corner of Arabia, settled chiefly there. At
Kufa the races from the south of the peninsula predomi-
ated; af Bussorah from tht: north. R'ipidly they grew

_fflatihn each of from 1500:':0 to 200,000 suuiq On the YL
i itt@;atu;e,_;h_eplogy, and politics of Islam. the two cities had VN g
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. a greater influence than the whole Mnslem worid besxdes. i
Service in the field was desultory and intermittent. The | il
intervals were spent in idleness. Excepting when en-. |

livened by the fruits of sotne new victory, secluded harems -
afforded their lords little variety of recreation or amusement.
Otherwise the time was whiled away in the converse of
social knots; and in these, while they discussed the pro=
blems of the day, they loved still more to live in the past,
to recall the marvellous story of their Faith, and fight their |
battles over again. Hence tradition, and the two great
schools of Bussorah and Kufa. But the debates and gossip
of these clubs too often degenerated into tribal rivalry and
domestic scandal. The people grew petulant and factious;
and both cities became hotbeds of turbulence and sedition, '

"The Bedouin element, conscious of its strength, was jealous

of the Coreish, and impatient at whatever checked its own

capricious humour. Thus factions sprang up which, con- = |

trolled by the strong and wise arm of Omar, broke loose

under weaker Caliphs, rent the unity of Islam, and brought i

on disastrous days, that, but for its marvellous vitality,
must bave proved fatal to the Faith,



CHAPTER X’VII

e:&MPMGN m NORTHERN SYRIA.

) reco er bhe ﬂrrmd Qf S;vnan warfa,re WE must go hack Abu
4 At the E&Eﬁ:;'f
-'-"--f.ﬁh year rBf the Hegxra, Abu Obeida, North
to follow up the success in Palestine, and 75 45

"I)a.mascus, ma.rche.d mth the rest ot' 655*

'_“'s fram attack' on the north now

1ey had advancad bat a little way, when
hﬂ;ﬁ vere topped by two columns, Theodore, who com-
manded one of these, seeing Damascus no longer guarded,
 thought to make a sudden dash upon it. But Yezid,issuing
| with his garrison, assailed him in front; and Khalid's
ing Cﬁlumn was 1mmedxately in pulsult Taken thua_" A

ther t:olnmn was put to ﬂlght by Abu Obelda Mcctmg '
_i;rther 0pp031tmn, the Arabs continued their march,
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i . Am.15. making an inroad on Kirkesia, recalled the tribes to the de- A
A 7 fence of their desert homes. The siege of Hims, prosecuted =
with vigour, was bravely resisted. But the expectation of
succour died away ; the severity of winter failed to make
the Arabs retire, the sallies of the beleaguered garrison
became less frequent, and their spirits fell. When the siege
had been protracted many weeks, an earthquake breached

if i Fapitu- the battlements, The governor, finding the position no Y
: 5953;% longer tenable, offered to capitulate; and the Moslems,

: _:.‘g.d*‘ﬂ;. unaware of ‘the i'ul% extent of mischief, readily gave the

A same terms as to Damascus. In answer to the despatch

announcing the capture, Omar bade Abu Obeida press
boldly "forward ; and promising further- reinforcements,
counselled him to gain the powerful tribes on the border,

and strengthen thus his army.

gl il ﬂ.ﬁﬂiad Leaving a garrison in Hims, Abu Obeida resumed his
LY o = 7 s . ik
. Antioch  northward march. Hama, and other towns of inferior note,
Wk tendered submission. The fortified city of Laodicea ulone

showed an obstinate front; but the Arabs made a feint to
withdraw, and then darting back in early morning through
an open portal, scized the defences, and overpowered the
garrison. Advancing still to the north, Khalid, with great
slaughter, defeated the Greeks near Kinnisrin (Chalcis),
which was seized and dismantled. Aleppo next fell, after a
brief resistance; and then Abu Obeida turned his arms
westward upon Antioch. In this famous emporium of
merchandise, art, and luxury. the broken troops of the

o o e Dl e L e T

it e

o B .. Empire rallied. And here, at length, within the great lites
V! of circumvallation which ran along the surrounding heights,
_‘f" Ep we might have expected Heraclius to make a bold stand.
{ ke But no effort befitting the crisis seems even to have been
? _ | thought of. A heavy battle, indeed, was fought 6n the wooded
plain outside the walls ; but the garrison was driven back,

and the city, surrounded on all sides, capitulated. Such
are the details, comprised within the space of a few lines,
which tell us whatever we know of the loss of Northern |
Syria, from Damascus to the hilly range of Asia Minor.
Northem Eastward, the Greeks made a last but feeble attempt to

Syda 3 i : o .
reduced.  Tegain their footing. They were again hopelessly beaten,




Sytia, ﬁ‘om. the Euphrates to tHc sea-shore, brot_nght under
the sway of Islam. The nomad tribes, as well as the
‘settled inhabitants, became tributary and bound by engage-
‘ments to keep the conquerors informed of any movements
yy the enemy. Before long time, the Bedouins, who have
ver sat loose to the trammels of religion, went for the most

a5 a whole, resisted the inducements to abandon Chris
anity ; and, although reduced, as the Coran demands, to
‘an humbled and degraded state, were yet treated with
'moderagon, their churches spated and their worship re-
spected.  They either ‘reconciled themselves to their un-
happy fate, or retired unmolested into Byzaatine territory.

defeated, and his efforts to rally the Bedouin tribes end only

gave up Syria as lost, and fell back upon Samsat. But he
‘was in peril even there. For, after reducing Membij and
other fortresses within the Syrian frontier, Khalid made a
“dash into Cilicia, and ravaged Marash and the surrounding
‘country. The Emperor, alarmed at his line of retreat thus
| threatened, retited altogether ftom the scene; and, relin-
quishing to the enemy the fairest and best loved provinces
of his realm, resolved to recross the Bosphorus. Wending

tell us) ascended an eminence whence might be had a last

glimpse of the wooded hills and sunny plains of Syria, now
. wanishing in the southern horizon. He turned to gaze:
. *Peace be with thee, Holy and Blessed land!’ he said,
U, Syria, fare thee welll  There is for me no more returning
. unto thee; neither shall any Roman visit thee for ever, but
| in fear and trembling, until the accursed Antichrist shall
. come.’ It was but ten years before, that the same Emperor,

performing on foot a pilgrimage to Jerusalem through the
same lovely province, to commemorate the recovery of the
" “true Cross,’ and his own signal victories in the East, had
" gast aside \a rude missive. from the Arabian Prophet

. his sad way westward, Heraclius (so the Arabian annalists |

AR

_part over to the Moslem faith. But the urban population, Christian
ati- POP mlation,

“When Heraclius beheld his armies, one after another, Ilemclms
retires to
Constan-

_m secession and hostile risings throughout | Mesopotamia, he tinople.

v
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. demanding submission to Islam. What sc.emed then t_he

wild phantasy of a maniac was now an accomplished chtl. i)
A similar despatch from Mahomet had been at the same
time received by Jabala, last Prince of the Ghassanide |

dynasty ; who therenpon had asked the Emperor’s leave to
chastise the insolent Arab, but was bidden instead to swell -
the imperial train at Jerusalem. And now Jabala was to
share his master’s fate. At the head of the Ghassan, he had
fought loyally on the Byzantine side, till now, disheartened
by the flight of Heraclius, he turned to Abu Obeida, and
embraced Islam. Thereafter, splendidly clad, and with a
pompous following, he visited Medina, where the peop}e,
familiar with the illustrious name, received him with pe-
culiar honours. Thence he accompanied the Caliph on
pilgrimage to Mecca. There a Bedouin chancing to tread
upon his flowing robe, caused him to stumble and fall. ' The
haughty prince struck the offender on the face. To his
amazement he was summoned before the Caliph, who
ordered, under the law of retaliation, that the Bedouin'
should have his satisfaction by returning the blow. “What!’ |
cried Jabala ; ¢I, the Prince of the Ghassan, and he & com- |
mon Bedouin of the desert!’ ‘Yea, replied Omar ;' for
in Islam all are equal.” Stung by the affront, Jabala re-
tired at once to Constantinople; when, returning to the
Christian faith, he was hospitably entertained at the
Byzantine court. The tale has been gatnished by touches

of romance such as that, pining after his old haunts, he S
offered again to embrace Islam, if Omar would give him

one of his daughters to wife; but so much is certain that®
he died in exile, and left behmri him ‘at Constantmoph, a
colony of Arab followers. :

It is interesting to be told that friendly relations subsisted
at times between the Caliph and the Byzantine Gourt.
Omar's wife sent to the Empress a royal gift of frankincense, |
and precious things fit for the toilet of a lady ; and the Em-
press in return sent her a beautiful necklace. Omar doubted

Y Life of Makomet, p. 383. The reader is again reminded that the history
of ‘the Byzantine war i§ taken exclusively from Avabian Sources, and these
fragmentary and brief.,



€ d 'puhhc"‘;ﬁ-: p |
| she hath Sen _ a. present for Omm

Moﬂleﬁns, and they have got this in
-'mrer to the treasury . but he gave




: '-':'Temton al
g division of
11 Palestine.

Palestine
. invacdled.

CHAPTER XVILL.
CONQUEST OF PALESTINE.

15 AH. 636 A.D. !

PALESTINE, according to the Arabs, is the tract that lies’ | ',
west of the Dead Sea. A line drawn from that sea to Mount

Carmel, would be its northern boundary. North of that,

again, the country,with the valley watered by the river, is

the province of the Fordan, Still farthee north is Syrig’ 0!

(Shdm), and to the east of Jordan, again, is the Hauran.

The first inroads of the Arabs were, as we have scen, on -

the Hauran. Issuing from Arabia, their morthward conrse

had been along the highway to Damascus, the pilgrim route
{ the present day, east of the Dead Sea. The base of oper-
ations throughout the Syrian campaign was at Jabia, a town

on the high land to the east of the Sea of Galilée ; from whence

colamns could be forwarded, by the great military roads,
cither to Damascus and the north, or westward to Tiberias,
the Jordan, and Palestine. Soon after the siege of Damas-

cus and battle of Fihl, the greater part of the provitce of

Jordan fell rapidly under the arms of Amru and Shorahbili .

In Palestine proper, with Egypt in its rear and Cesarea
apen to the 'sea, the Byzantine power was still unbroken.

Gaza, Ramleh, and " Jerusalem, were heavily garrisoned. |

The Patrician Artabun, commanding in Palestine, guarded W
. Jerusalem with part of his army. = With the rest, taking his
“stand at Ajnadein, some distance to the west, he sought to

hold the invaders advancing from Beisan in check. This
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ol t@y_ganeral mwted A toa conference hav:nglaid AL 15_.--_:_ W i
Mﬁm ush on the way to slay him. But he was outwitted (77 1
t;w wﬂy Arab, and, before long, cut off from his com- éjnadt:m\ ihi
;ﬁ‘;ﬂmcatwns, was defeated in a decisive engagement, which ,grtnf{ )
o place at Ajnadein. Of the details we know little, 63641
d are simply told that the battle of Ajnadein was fierce \ ;
‘bloody as that of Wacusa.’ After great slaughter, g et
; '-'-:,_,\,’b‘un was driven back on Jerusalem. Amruencamped = 0
 the battle-field, his way being now clear to the holy U
oity--.; But he took the precaution first to secure his rear, R
still | bristling - with garrisons. One after another, Lmza,
rdda, Joppa, and other places, fell before his arms.
usalem and Ramleh alone held out.
T0wards Jerusalern, full of associations sacred to the Jerusalem |
lems, Amru first directed his steps. On his approach, 'Ef:llilglfat“'
Aﬂabun retired with his army into Egypt.  The Patriarch 13 A1,

dof
ﬁw&d far peac& One condztiou he, made, t!nt Omar ahould 326,? g SRR

;,Ji_:h__ cﬁpmllanon. “The Cahph bmvmg the Objr‘ctlt)ns of his Om::.r.s

ﬁrt, at once. set out, ]oumeymg direct for Jab;a. Itwasa {fgggﬂr fe L

its of Arabna. Abu Obe:da., Vezid, and e hialid Hastened
__ rom__tha North to welcome him. A bnlhant cavalcadc, |

-Jﬁhﬂ:h to meet thmr Master on the border of Arabza. At
sight of all their finery, Omar’s spirit was stirred within him.
:He stooped down, and, gathering a handful of gravel,—
if ﬁvaunt | " he cried, “is'it thus attired ye come ont to meet
me, changed in two short years! Verily, had it been two
Ihnndred, ye would have deserved this;’ as he flung the o
y ‘ Commander of the Faithfull’ they re- 1| G
- ‘th!S th’lt thou seest is but thc outside ; beneat Y el

:nough saxd Omar, '.-tlll dxsplcacr_d ‘Go forward. Soi
‘journeying onwards, they alighted at Jabia. Shortly after, R
jld: amp was startled by the appearance of a strarige troop i ~
orse. It was a deputation from the Patriarch of Jeru- s

Terms® were soon settled, and the treaty, duly
! d ~carfied by the envoys back to their master ;
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whereupon the gates of Jerusalem, and of Ranileh, were. .
thrown open to thé invading force. Amruand Shorahbil. thus’
relieved, left their camp and presented themselves at Jabia, |

‘Omar rode forth to meet them; they kissed his stirrup,

while he, dismounting, affectionately embraced them both.

Dismissing the other generals to their respective com-
mands, the Caliph, with Amru and Shorahbil, crossed the
jordan below the Lake of Tiberias, and journeyed onward
to Jerusalem. They gave him a palfrey to ride on, which

pranced with jingling bells after the Syrian fashion. He

disliked the motion. ‘What aileth the animal?’ he said;
1 know not who hath taught it this strange gait’ So he
dismounted and rode upon his own horse again. Arrived
at Jerusalem, Omar received the Patriarch and citizens with
kindness and condescension. He granted the same privi-
leges as to the most favoured cities; imposed an easy
tribute, and confirmed possession of all the shrines and

churches. Jerusalem was to the Moslem an object of ‘el

tense veneration, not only as the cradle of Judaism and
Christianity; but as the first K7blx of Islam, or sacred spot

to which the Faithful turn in prayer; and also the shrine
at which Mahomet alighted on the heavenly journey which
he performed by night. ‘At the crest of the sacred mount
is a stony projection, which tradition marked as Jacob's
pillow, The Moslems fondly fancy this to be the sgot in
the ‘Farther Temple, from which the winged *steed of

Mahomet took its upward flight ; and the eye of faithstill |
~ traces an outline of the Pgophet’s foot imprinted on the i et

rock as he sprang into his airy saddle. It was here that
Omar laid the foundation of the Mosque which, to this day,
bears his name . ' '

1 Ali Bey, the traveller, tells us that when Mahomet stood apon it, the rock,
¢ sensible of the happiness of bearing the holy burden, depressed itself, and be-
coming soft like wax, received the print of his holy foot upon the upper part.
.. . This print is now covered with a large sort of cage of gilt metal wire,
worked in guch a manner that the print cannot be seen on accouwnit of the dark-
ness within, but it may be touched with the hand throogh a hole made ot
purposé.  The believers, alter baving touched the print, procecd to sanctify
thewselves by passing the hand over the face and beard." ( Zravels of Ali Fey;
vol. il |p.'220.)

The heavenly journey is this referred to in the Coran: ‘ Praise be to Him,




.1 Mahometan ti ..'.-gwes no further detall respectifng .&H. 15'
i tﬂ&&m r n;irable visit. But Christian writers say that Omar Gl

-l | ;pani&d the Patriarch over the city, visited thevarious tradition |
i ¢esof pslgﬁmage, and graciously inquired into their ﬁ%ﬁﬁ’f‘g d

At thc appomtecl hour, the Patriarch bade the

.they cha.nced to be But he declined to pray mther
', re, or in the church of Constanting where a carpet had .
en. spread...for hxm saymg kmdly that if he did so |
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prace whr*ré Maslem prayer ha.d once been offered |
| Omar also visited Bethlehem; and having prayed St
the church of the Nativity, left a rescript with * the L

.arch who accampamed him on the pious crra.ncl_,

|/ securing the Christians in possession of the building, with |

it @&é} condltmn that not more than one Mussulman bhould ST
ever enter at a time, The stipulation was disregarded, TS
a mosque was eventually orected there, as well as on 0

retnmslo el
Medima,

,-I_lemg* his stay in Jerusalm Hawug settled the matter
‘which he came, the only other duty he performed was
divide Palestine into two provinces; one he attached
rusalem, and the other to Ramleh He then returned
e way he came back again to Medina. ik
‘Thus was Syria, from the farthest notth to the border Catinde

.m" Egypt, within the space of three years, lost to Christen- if,‘;g‘:::‘t“ﬁf il
Syria. ‘
;-w’ﬁu carried His sewanL by mgin to the FArTHER TEMPLE, the environs of
(o 'whinh we have made blessed.”) Swre xvii. (The ¢ Farther Temple,’ in con-
Aradistinction to the ‘Nearer Temple, i.e. the Kaaba) Jérusalem was the
ibla of Mahomet and his followers, up to the time of his fiight from Meeca,
Lo Iﬂ'ﬂle second year after settling at Medina, he was suddenly instructed ‘while at
ér to turn instead towards Mecca, and ever since, the Kaaba, and not
\ gqleﬁl, lm.s ‘been the Kibla of the Moslems, |
- ‘The Haram is the sacred inclosure on the S.E. comner of Mount Zion, The
Kubbet al Sukhra, or ¢ Dome of the Stone,” has been built polygonal, to meet
| the shape of the ‘Stone,” or Rock referred to in the text, which gives its name
o the Mosque. This rock rises to a height of six or seven feel from a
!/ basey, ceording to Ali Bey, 33 feet in diameter, or, sccording to others,
| kmg and 43 wide. . The architecture is Byzantine, and Greek builders
ver no a}onbt engaged in its construction, Thereis probably little, it anything,
) ' -re.mains in the present Haram. 4
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dom.. One reflects with wonder.at the feeble resistance of
the Byzantine power, military and naval, and of _'its renowned
strongholds, to this sudden inroad. The affinity of the

' Syrian Bedouins to the Avrabian nation no doubt facilitated

the conguest. There was also an clement of weakness in
the settled popul:it-ion : Juxurious living had made the race
effeminate, and unable to resist the onset of wild and
fanatic invaders. | Still worse, they had no heart to fight,
What patriotic vigour might have still survived, was lost
in religious  strife; and rival sects rejoiced each in the
humiliation of its neighbour, Loyalty was smothered by
bitter jealousies, and there are not wanting instances of
active assistance rendered by Jews and Christians to the
enemy. |here may have been even a sense of relief in
the equal though contemptuous licence which the haughty |
conquerots conceded to all alike. But there was a decper
cause, the decrepitude of the Roman empire. The virtue
and. vigour to repel the shock of barbarian invasion
were gone. And while northern hordes gradually amal- ’
gamated with the nations which they overran, the exclusive |
faith and intolerant teaching of Islam kept the Arabs a
race distinct and dominant. : '

The conquerors did not spread themselves abroad in
Syria, as in Chaldea. They founded no such Arabian
towns and military settlements as Bussoraly and Kufa,

The country and climate were less congenial ; though a R i

land of brooks of water, of vines and fig-trees, of oil-olive
and honey, vet it offered fewer attractions o the Arabian -
than the hot and sandy plains of Irac, with its familiar
garb of tamarisk and date, The Arabs came to Syria as
conquerors; and as conquerors they settled largely, par-
ticularly the southern tribes, in Damascus, Hims, and other
centres of administration. But the body of native Syrians,
urban and rural, remained. after the conquest substantially’
the same as before ; and through long centurics of degra-
dation they clung, as the surviving remnant still cling,
to their ancestral faith. :
We read in later days of the fOrdinance of Omar,
regulating the conditions of Christian compiunities through-
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slam. But it wouldwbe a libel on that tolerant Ruler /i1 15 Rk
to credit hlm with the greater part of these observances, Hu—mﬂm
' true that the stamp of inferiority—according to divine tion of !

jun{:ﬂon,m-Fzgﬁz agmma‘ tize peap!e ¢ f zfm Pc’)@m TFews and {eﬁﬁﬁzﬁx B

But when the Callph'\tc wasg ¢ (hdumu..e '. i
; esta“bhshed at Damascus and at Baghdad, its pride could Sf9man &

the grth
'f"Ien er brook even the semblance of equality, and hence of time,
_ g q Y

. _Iow forbldden to appear on homeback if tht_y rudc on
) "_t;lc or as:\, thc surrups and knub“ of the saddle must be

rmg to any ofﬁce ef emo}ument or trust; besides the
- existing churches spared at the conquest, no new building
to be erected for the purpoeses of worship ; free entry into
all the boly places allowed at pleasure to any Moslem: no
(¢ross to remain outside, nor any church bell rung.  They
. were debarred from holding processions in the street at
Easter and other solemn seasons; in short, they must
 abstain {rom everything, whether by outward symbol,
. word, or ceed, in rivalry or derogation of the royal faith.
- Such was the so-called Code of Omar. Gradually infringing

“the just rights of Jews and Christians, and enforced with
' Imiore or less stringency in different Jands and under various
i dynastles, it was, and still remains, the law of Islam, 'One
‘must admire the rare tenacity of the subject faith, which,
: w:th but scanty llght and hope, held its ground through

A SSaera 1X. 30k
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weary ages of insult and depression, and still survives to

see the dawning of a brighter day. il
I have spoken of the loss of Syria as the dismember-
ment of a limb from the Byzantine empire. In onc respect j

it was something more, For their own safety, the Greeks

dismantled a broad belt on the border of hostile and now
barbarous Syria. The towns and fortresses within this
tract were razed, and the inhabitants withdrawn. And so
the neutral zone became a barricr against travel to and
fro. For all purposes, social, religious, and commercial,
the road was for generations closed. Pilgrimage, it is
true, and commerce, from the West, were maintained by

sea: but in respect of communication by land, the East

was severed from the West. S
¢ The abomination of desolation stood in the Holy place.’
The cradle of Christianity, Zion, the joy of the whole earth,

was trodden under foot, and utterly cut off from the sight ' -
of its votarics. And all is told by the By.za.ntine..wfife,rs-'
. few short lines. The pen of the Christian annalist
might well refuse to write the story of cowardice and

shame.




HAPTER XIX,

' ',.smth_ year ef Omars Callphate, a despf‘r'ltP F’lsmgm
e ,‘by the Greel-:s, at one moment not without gy",ﬁ‘_m
of“ succeas, to shake oﬁ“ the Moslem yoke

e pass&ss;on @E Nm'them byria._

A!!

.' 'm\gh the stmngholds of Mesopotamta had 533 D
) the hands of Sad, yet these had little control
ering Bedoums, and many of the Christian
d for support to the Persian or Byzantine
i e pawe.r of the West was yet untouched.
| its naval supports: remained proof against
and 1he wlwle sea coast was kept unsettled

THE-Empe:‘or now. promxsed the dw cllers in Mr.so-
 second their efforts by way of the sea. An
- was dn‘ected from Ale*-::mdua on Antloch,_

Medinai. Thereupon Omar. ordered, Sad ,:
despatt:h a strong column from Kufa under
mhef of H:ms, and likewise to effect a
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 am i diversion in Upper Mesopotamia. Meanwhile the Greeks
7 landed from their ships. Antioch threw open her gates
to them ; and Kinnisrin, Aleppo, and other towns in the

notth, were in full revolt. A council of war was called.
Khalid was for giving battle, but Abu Obeida, fecling too

weak to cope with the now combined forces of the Bedouins

and Greeks, retired to Hims, and there hemmed in by
enemies, awaited the succour advancing from Kufa, So

grave. did Omar himself regard the crisis, that, quitting
Medina for the second time, he journeyed to jabia, intend-

ing to march in person with the reinforéements northwards.

But while on his journey, a change had already come over

the scene. The vigorous diversion in Mesopotamia so

[N alarmed the Bedouins for the safety of their desert homes,
Abt that they began to forsake the Emperor’s cause. Seeing
 pits enemy Bow his opportunity, Abu Obeida issued from the fortress, .
tafight,  and after a severe engagement routed the encmy, who fled
in confusion, and before the arrival of Cacaa were already

totally dispersed. Omar returned to Medina, delighted at

the result. He gpecially commended the alacrity, of the

Kufa column ;— The Lord reward them,’ he wrote to

Sad, ¢ for their ready gathering and speedy march to the

succour of their beleagured brethren.’ _
Campaign It was the last effort of Constantinople to expel the

pALEELE) . '
;}i:g;? “% invader from Syria, and the yoke was now plainly not to

tamia,  be shaken off. The diversion undertaken in Mesopotamia

AL ‘ ! [ |
:,},3&,\_1,, had also the effect of reducing that provinee to its farthest

} limits. Not content with this, the infant faith, becoming
"\ conscious of its giant strength, began to stretch itself still
farther north. Success in Mesopotamia was followed up
by a campaign in Asia Minor; and the name of Iyadh,
under whom even Khalid did not disdain to serve, begins
to figure as one of terror in the brief Byzantine record.
Nizibin, Roha, and other strong places on the fronticr were
taken or recaptured, and part even of Armenia overrun.
(liristian Most of the Bedouin tribes in Mesopotamia embraced
;ﬁ;‘fﬁ%iadh Islam. There were exceptions, and the story of the Beni
Iyadh is singular. They migrated to the north, and found
an asylum in Byzantine territory. But Omar, nettled at



nd feamng 1est they shou]d rema,m a:
his side, demanded their extradition, on pain of
Il Christian tribes living under his. ‘protection.
or, unwilling to expose these to ill-treatment,
wth the demand Equally remarkablc 15 the Iluu "

a'j_ "pressed thbm Wlth some ngour to ab;ure then
aith. Omar was dxspleaqed - Leave them, he
e; fin’ the profession of the Gospel. It is only within
rabian peninsula, where are the Holy places, that
1t a oslem tnbe is to remain. Welid was removed
is command ; and it was enjoined on his successor
ulate only that the usual tribute should be paid,

m ""_ber ahould bc: hmdered from embracmg Islam

le tnbc, deemmg in 1ts pr:de the payment of _
an indignity, sent a deputation to the Caliph :— it
willing, they. sand ‘to pay the tax, if only it were
umrder ‘the same name as that taken from the
s em'_ The liberality of Omar allowed the concession ;
he Beni Taghlib enjoyed the singular prmicge of
as: essed as Christians at a ¢ double Tithe, mstead of
e ohnoxtcms badge of subjugation. - :
place to hold out in Syria was Caesarea. It fell Fall of
h year of Omar's Cahphate. Amru had sat long Eﬁ“ﬁ
‘But, being open to the sea, and the battlements 635 4. B
strong and well manned,, it resisted his efforts; =~
Yezid sent his brother Muavia with reinforce-
from Damascus, the siege was prolonged for several
allies persistently made by the garrison, were
with equal constancy : but in the end, the
of a-,\.Iﬁw _d_xscovetg:d a weak poiat in the defences,

The popnlauon was mixed ; : fo.ooo G—I’&&ks |



The unfnrtunate Khahd again incurred Omar's dlSr-
 pleasure. He came back from the campaign in the north
to his seat of government, greatly enriched with the spulls
of war. In hopes of his bounty, many cld friends flocked to
- him at Kinnisrin, Amongst them was Ashath, the Kinda :
' chieftain, to whom he gave the princely largess of one thou-
sand pieces of gold. Again, at Amida, Khalid had indulged
in the luxury of a bath mingled with wine, the odour wheycof
as he came forth still clung about his person. On both
charges he was arraigned. About the second, there could be
no question 3 theuse of wine, even in a bath, was a forbidden
thing, and Khalid now forswore the indulgence. The other
offence was graver in the Caliph's eyes, Either the gift was
booty of the army ; or, if Khalid's own to give away, he was
guilty of culpable extravagance. Whichever it was, he
deserved to be deposed from his command. In such terms
a rescript was addressed to Abu Obeida, and sent by the!
hands of a. courier charged to see that the command was
fully carried out. Khalid was to be accused publicly ; his
helmet taken off; his hands bound with his head-kerchief:
i and so arraigned he was to declare the truth.
| Arraigned  Abu Obeida had an ungracious task, seeing that to
| ﬁ;;ﬁ“é‘:’ " the degraded warrior he was beholden for his victories in
fore Abu  Syria. But Omar’s word was law, And so he summoned

(VP98 Rhalid from Kinnisrin, proclaimed an assembly in the
1S et - ‘Mosque of Hims, and, standing in the pulpit, placed Khalid
B e in the midst. Then the courier put the Caliph’s question
| —From whence the money given to Ashath came ? Khalid,

confounded at the unexpected charge, made no reply.
By Pressed by his friends, still he remained silent. Abu
- - Obeida himself embarrassed, a painful pause ensued. = At
o last Bilal, privileged as the Muedzzin of the Prophet,

stepped forth, and with stentorian veice cried, 7hus '‘and

30,000 Samaritans ; and 200,000 (1) Jews. It wasa sad fate that of the captives.
. el Multitudes of Greeks, raen and women, pined miserably in strange lands in hope-
Al less servitude. Amongst these must have been many womer of gentle birth
! degraced now to menial office, or if young and fair to Took upon, reserved for a
worse: fate—liaple, when their masters tired of them, to be sold into other
hands. No wonder that Al Kindy in bis Apology inveighs, with seathing

denunciation, against the proceedings of the Moslems in these early wars,

”“o;w;a' PRI [Cm xzx.'



.mnguests, stood as a felon before the congrega—
Bilal repea.ted the questlon, and Khalid at length
¢ The money was my own.” ‘At once Bilal unbound
nds, and, replacmg the helmet on his head, wound
1e kerchiel as before, and said, * We honour thee s
2n as We did hendur thee before, one of our chiefest
But Abu Obeida was silent; and Khalid, el
1ed by the d:sgrace stood speechless and bewildered. Aot
'Qbelda had not the heart to proclaim his deposition ; |
till spoke kindly to him as one who had his confidence.

(informed of what had passed, made allowance for oy
: Obmda s delxcacy, and summoned Khalid to Medina. PR
npt to obey, though sore at heart, Khalid first returned * M
s seat of govemment and both there and at Hims, :
Iding adicu to his friends and people, complained of the
titude of the Caliph, who scrupled not to use him in
of di{fﬁfqulty,-but' cast him aside when, through his aid,

! _"px esente, he broke out in bitter reproach I swear
thou hast treated despitefully a faithful servant to whom
owest much. T appeal from thee to the whole body of
hful.’ ¢ Whentce came that money ?” was Omar’s only
The questlon was repeated day by day ; till at last,

'_-.Spml whlch rhe Lord hath given me in the dayu of
ekr as well as in thine own.  Whatever thou ﬁndest

g&ﬁ,om Omar conf scated the dlffercnce. But he still
1 to hold the great general in honour and regard.
rdingly, he sent a rescript to the various provinces, and
'"mg‘ that hée had deposed Khahd from l‘us govem*- dep “ed',' i

'it needtul to remove a stumblmg-block out of the
e gﬁeoplc, who were tempted to put their trust mu’




an arm of ﬁesh mstead of lookmg alone to the Gwer of all

uctory.
So closed the carcer of Khalid, The first becmnmg of
Omars alienation was the affair of Malik ibn Noweira,

followed by acts of tyranny in Chaldeea, which grated on |

his sense of clemency and justice. But these acts had long

since been condoned ; and therefore his conduct now was
both ungenerous and unjust. He used the  Sword of God’?

so long as he had the need, and when victory was
'gained, he cast the same ungratefully away. Khalid

 life when in the full tide of prosperity, may be gathered

from the brief notice that in the Plague, from which he fled E'
with his family to the desert, forty sons were carried off.

Scon after, in the eighth year of Omar’s caliphate, he died.

In his last illness he kept showing the scars which covered i
his body, marks of bravery and unflinching prowess. ‘And |
now, he said, ‘I die even as a coward dieth, or as the camel

breatheth its last breath.’ His end illustrates forcibly the

instability of this world’s fame. The hero who had borne

Islam aloft to the crest of victory and glory, ended his days
in penury and neglect.

o

retired to Hims, and did not long survive. His manner of '
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as the nursery of legmns devoted to fight for Ex}mis\mn

ust be purged of strange reiigmns. So soon there th:f;::x:‘:d

"'tre of Arabta 11!’.'3 the provmce of Najran, Christian
m of old by a Christian people. Mahomet mmm',if{“t’i
a treaty with their chiefs and bishops, which fom
t of a settled tribute secured them in the ajm_"
fession of their ancestral faith. Through-
n they remained loyal to their engagements,
renewed the treaty, Worthy descendants
ce, thcy resisted the blandishments of |
as a penalty they must now quit their native
the ashes of their martyred forefathers’, 1
red to depart and take land in exchange
mtgrated to Syria; but the greater part

"tiqm and martyrdom, under the tyrant Dau Nawas,
fsla "Bea Zy%' of Mm’-amez‘, p. v.. For the treaty of 1



OM’AR

il ,‘ A.Ti 14- settled in the vncmlty of Kufa, where I:he colcmy of Na_;rama;';:'-' \
2B long maintained the memory of their expatriation, 'Ihe i

e LT

rulers; and the tribute, with decreasing numbers, lightened
e ?nd Jews from tine to time. Some years after, the Jews of Kheibar, |
ke éﬁlnn a rich vale two or three days north of Medina, met a

by Mahomet, they had been left on sufferance with their
ficlds at a rent of half the produce. In lieu of this partial |

right, they received a money payment, and were sent away |
to Syria. | Various pretexts are urged for the expatriation |

shall ‘be no faith but the foith of Islam. The recruit-i-ng. o
field of Islam must be sacred ground?, A

” .| riglts conferred by the Prophet, so far as the altered cm—
! cumstances might admit, were respected by successive '

similar fate. Their claim was not so strong ; for, conquered

(in either case. But underlying is the dogma, founded on $
the supposed dying behest of Mahomet,—/w Arabia there =111

T The Arabian nation was the champion of Islam ; a.nd to SR

kit | share in
. spoil of
warand must be soldier, and nothing else. He might not settle '

L0 revennes of
- conquered down in any conquered lands as owner of the soil ; while

| lads  for merchandise or other Jabour, a warlike life offered little
leisure. Neither was there any need. The Arabs lived on
the fat of conquered provinces, and subject peoples served

fight its battles every Arab was jealously lf‘bC}.'\.Ld 8 i i

them. Of booty taken in war, four parts were distributed

to the army on the field, the fifth reserved for the State]
and even that, after public oblizations were discharged,
shared among the Arabian people. In the reign of Abu

Bekr this was a simple matter. But under Omar the spoil
_of Syria and of Persia in ever-increasing volume poured ' -

+ 'into the treasury of Medina, where it was distributed
almost as soon as received. What was easy in small be- |
ginnings, by equal sharing ot discretionary preference,
became now a heavy task. And there avose, also, new .
sources of revenue in the land assessment and the poli-tax of
conquered countries, the surplus of which, after defraying
civil and military charges, became equally with spoil of
war, patrimony of the Arab nation.

At length, in the second or third year of his Caliphate,
U Life of Mahomety p. 503, :



'systematrc scale. The income Gf the Com-

__Was to be divided, as heretofore, amongst the New rule
of dlsmﬁi_n

as thexr heritage, but. upon mlcs of precedence tion.

emd three pomts were consldcred i—priority of
_ .mlatxonshlp to the Prophet and rmhtary servu'e.

I each, presence at: Hodeibia and the P!ed,g'e of
2 gave a claim to 4,000 those engaged in queng

)rria--_a‘.nd Chaidaf:a, and alqo sons of the men of
d 2,000 ; and such as took the field after the actions
mea--and the Yermuk, 1, GQG. "Wartriors of distinction
an_ extra grant of 500, 'And so they graduated
s to 200 pieces for the latest levies. Nor were the
lds forgotten. Women had the fenth of a man’s
Wives, widows, and children had each their proper
and in the register, every new-born infant had a
: entered with an allowance of ten pieces, rising
e, Even Arab slaves (so long as any of the
mad in slavery) had their portion. L
ry soul was rated at its worth. But the privilege All other

nfined to those of Arab blood. A very few excep- ﬁﬁ,ﬁfm
‘there were of distinguished Persian chiefs; but their caste-
n thjr proves the stringency of the rule. ‘The whole
man, woman, and child of the militant Arab race,
%ﬁ&i&xsed In theory, the rights of all believers of
'__‘-saewr 'n‘e the same. Ye are one brothei‘h'ood :
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L AN 14 of fact, the equahty was limited to the Arab nation.. The"
i iy right of any brother of alien race was but a dole of food
o sufficient for subsistence, and no more. B
M Omar's A people dividing amongst them the whole revenues,
i ”;‘;ﬁ:’i;’;ah spoil. and conquests of the state, on the'basis of an equal =
L Jealousies,  hrotherhood, is a spectacle probably without parallel in the |
S WA world. The distinction also of early conversion was well
i conceived. In no other way could the susceptibilities of =1
tribal rivalry have been reconciled. The proud chiefs of | |
‘the Coreish, who did not join the Prophet till after the fally
of Mecca, refused any allowance but the highest: ¢We | |
know of none nobler than ourselves they said; ‘and less |\
than' other we will not take! “Not so, answered Omar‘; :
! ¢I give it by priority of faith, and not for noble birth. < It
g \is well) they replied ; and no reason but this would have = |
i : satisfied them. There were two farther sources of dangers
first, the rivalry between the Bedouin tribes and the ‘Com-
panions’ or men of Mecca and Medina; and, second, the =
i jealousies that sprang up between the house of Hashim (the ™
ey Prophet’s kinsmen) on the one hand, and the Omeyyads
and other branches of the Coreish on the other ;—jealousies’’ '
which by-and-by developed into large proporgjons, and
threatened the very existence of the Caliphate ; but which,
held in check by Omar, were now for a time allayed by,
assuming an acknowledged test as the ground of precedence,
Arabs the  The blue blood of Arabia was universally re.cogm:,_f.d.
?}‘fﬁ{;(gf;f as the aristocracy of the Moslem world. Rank and stipend‘
0 dem world, now assigned, and ¢ven rewards for special gallantry in.
iR the field, descended by inheritance. Implied in this mhcnt_-
ance was the continuing obligation to fight for the Egithes Sl
by it their martial genius was maintained, and employment
perpetuated as the standing army of the Caliphate. A nation -
- thus of ennobled soldiery, pampered, factious and turbulent,
Jformed too often a dangerous clement of sedition and
mtngue Jut, nevertheless, they were the real backbone
of Islam, the secret of conquest, the stay of the Caliphate.
Crowded harems multiplied the race with marvellous
rapidity. = The progeny of the Arab sire (whatever the
mother) was kept sedulously distinct, so as never to mingle

ki
A




mld"‘cﬁnﬁnued, an ;ery mobﬂhed the camp and not the czty,
"m:_'home thelr busnness, war ;—a people whose calimcr it

.»_.-ﬁarry out this vast desagn, a Register was cht of Register of /"

1y ' man, woman, a.nd Chlld cntxtied to a stipend from all Arvabs
entuled to

es bemg thus terr:tonally arranged in cla.ns, the
R _gmter assumed the same form. . Every soul was entered
under the tnbe and clan whose lmtage it clalmed ﬂnd

.1:0 some_ extent artificial gencaloglcs aﬂd mbal traditions
Qf Arabia before Islam.
‘The Roll itself, as well as the office for 'its mainten=- The

;ax;ce and for pensmnary account, was called the Dewan ’3’3’3:;1_ I

the next for mlhtary requxrements, wluch sO0n
'n'iedf a sustained and permanent form; the surplus
for the support of the nation. The whole revenues
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‘of Islam were thus expended as soon almost as recelved;
and Omar took special pride in seeing the treasury emptted"" e
to the last dirthem. The accounts of the various prownces- fitil

were at the first kept' by natives of the country in the” =

character to which they were accustomed-—in Syria by
(Greeks, and in Chaldaa by Persians. At Kufa this lasted
till the time of Hajjaj, when, an Arab  assistant havmg
learned the art, the Arabic system of record and notation

was introduced.

We are not told the number enrolled on the Dewan of
Omar, but the population of Kufa and Bussorah may | |
give us some idea of the vast exodus in progress from
Arabia, and the rapid strides by which the crowded harems *

multiplied the race. Arab ladies,as a rule, married only |

Arab husbands ; but the other sex, besides unlimited con-

cubinage with slave-girls, were free to contract matriage with i

the women of conquered lands, whether converts of ‘People

of the Book.' . And althouo-h wives of Avals Blood Seartin
precedence in virtue of rank and birth, the children of |

every Arab father, whether the mother were slave or free,

Moslem, Jew, or Christian, were equal in legitimacy. And | |
so the nation multiplied. Looking also to the furthes )

drain upen Arabia to meet continuing war, we shall not

greatly err if we assume that before Omar's death the
Arabs beyond the limits of Arabia proper, numbered half a i

million, and before long doubled, perhaps quadrupled.

Civil administration followed close on conguest. PRI
Chaldea, the great network of camals was early taken in

hand. The long-neglected embankments of the Tigris and
Euphrates were placed under special officers. » Syria and |
Irac were measured field by field; and the assessment
established on a uniform basis. In Trac, the agency of the
great landholders was taken advantage of, as under the '
previousedynasty, for the maintenance of order and collec-

Reserves of tion of the revenue.  In addition to the armies in the

field, a reserve of cavalry was maintained at the head-
quarters of the several provinces, ready for emergency:
The corps at Kufa numbered 4,000 lances, and there were
eight such centres. Reserves for forage were also set apar_t

)




belongs to the early years of this reign. It had been

. begun by Abu Bekr, at the instance of Omar himself, who
_ seeing that many of the ‘Readers,” or those who had the

Coran by heart, perished at the ‘Garden of Death, feared

) _'tha.t otherwise ‘much of the Sacred text might be lost.’
The duty was assigned to Zeid who, as well as others,’
. had from time to time, taken down portions at Mahomet's
dlctatron. Man;g such Suras, or chapters, were already

used, as well in private as for the public services, in a com-
plete and settled form. In addition, Zeid now sought out

~ from every possible quarter, whatever had at any time

emanated from the Prophet, in the way of revelation, from

the carliest period of his ministry—‘ whether inscribed on
'date-ltaves shreds of 1eather, shoulder-blades, stony tab-
© | lets, or the hearts of men. Having gathered together

exhau.stwely the diverse, and often fugitive materials, he

. carefully and with reverent hand dove-tailed them, as they
' werefound, in continuous form. A certain regard to time and
. .subject was no doubt observed in the pious task s but still
\ evidently with a good deal of haphazard collocation ; and to
_this may be ascribed much of the obscurity and incoher-

ence that pervade the volume. The original  manuscript
was committed to Haphsa, Omar's daughter, one of the
Prophet’s widows ; and continued to be the standard text
until the time of Othman.

L '_e cost of these measures formed a first charge upon A, 14-
provmcml revenue,
i . The ‘Collection’ of the Coran, that is, the gathering Coras, how
' ’.mto one volume of the various * Revelations’ of Mahomet, collected.




i - 63g A

. Arabia.

I'he Vear
‘ot Ashes
':{sg.i.ﬂ. P

Famine in

CHAPTER X XI,
FAMINE AND PLAGUE.
18 A H, 639 A.D,

Tue fifth year of Omar’s Caliphate was darkened by |
the double calamity of pestilence and famine. It is called
¢The Year of Ashes,’ for the dry air of the He¢jaz was so

charged with unslaked dust from the parched and sandy = | :

soil as to obscure the light by a thick and sultry haze.

In the northern half of the Peninsula the drought was:
so severe that Nature languished. Wild and timid crea= o
tures of the desert, tamed by want, came secking food
at the hand of man. Flocks and herds died of starvation;
or hecame too attenuated for human food. Markets were
deserted, and the people suffered extremities like those of a

garrison long besieged Crowds of Bedouins, driven by @

bunger, flocked to Medina, and aggravated the distress.

Omar, with characteristic self-denial, refused any indulgence

not shared with those about um. He swore that he would
taste necither meat nor butter, nor even milk, until the
people had food enough and to spare. On one occasion

- his setvant obtained at great price a skin of milk, and

another of butter. Omar sent both away in alms. I will
not eat,” he said,‘ of that which costeth much ; for how then
should I know the trouble of my people, if I suffer not
even as they?' From coarse fare and oil-olive instead of
milk and butter, the Caliph’s countenance, naturally fresh
and bright, became sallow and haggard. :
Every effort was made to alleviate distress, and effective
aid at last came from abroad. Abu Obeida brought 4,000
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beasts of burden laden with corn from Sytria, which he AH.18
distributed himself amongst the famished people. Amru 5 70
 despatched food from Palestine by camels, and also by ship- ported frony.|
 ping from the port of Ayla. Supplies came likewise from ‘?;ﬁf;f:
it .:-:Eh_a_ldfeea. The beasts that bore the burden were slain by
. fwenties daily, and served, together with their freight, to
| leed the citizens of Medina. After nine months of sore trial,
" a solemn assembly was called by Omar; and in answer (we
| are told) to a prayer offered up by Abbas, the Prophet’s
. aged 'uncle, the heavens were overcast and rain descend-
|| ing in heavy showers drenched the land. Grass sprang
: ".',_t::_zpid_ly, the Bedouins were sent back to their pasture
lands, and plenty again prevailed. Out of the calamity -
there grew a permanent traffic with the north, and the
‘markets of the Hejaz continued long to be supplied from
~ Syria, and eventually by sea from Egypt.
~ The famine was followed, but in a different region, by Plagne in
~an evil of still greater magnitude. The plague broke out >
\in Syria; and, attacking with special virulence the Arabs
. at Hims and Damascus, devastated the whole province.
- Crossing the desert, it spread even as far as Bussorah. Con-
| sternation seized every rank. High and low fell equally
.| before the scourge. Men were struck down and died as by
- asudden blow. Omar's first impulse was to summon Abu
__-_,;""Ob'eida to Medina for the time, lest he too should fall a
. wictim to the fell disease. Knowing his chivalrous spirit,
Omar veiled the purpose, and simply ordered him to come
_“on an urgent affair. Abu Obeida divined the cause, and,
choosing rather to share the danger with his people,
0 ibegged to be excused, Omar, as he read the answer,
© | burst into tears. ‘Is Abu Obeida dead they asked. *No, -
-. ‘he is not dead,” said Omar, ‘but it is as if he were! The Omarholds
' Caliph then set out himself for Syria, but was met on the :\:)l't::t” i
eonfines by Abu Obeida and others from the scene of the border.
' disaster. A council was called, and Omar yielded to the
. wish of the majority that he should return home again.
“What,' cried some of his courtiers, ‘and flee from the
~ decree of God?’ ‘Yea, replied the Caliph, wiser than
Bk .téh_e)r-,-'—‘ if we flee, it is but from the decree of God unto the
Ay .I". . pace il L.I :!‘
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decree of God.” He then commanded Abu Ob'eida. to carry
the Arab population in a body out of the infected cities

foto. the. deserts. and himself wended  his: way back <o I

Medinal, _
Acting on the Caliph's wish, Abu Obeida lost no time in
malking the people fly to the high lands of the Hauran. He
had reached as far as Jabia, when he too was struck down,
and with his son feil a victim to the pestilence. Moadz,
designated to succeed, died almost immediately after; and

it was left for Amru to lead the panic-stricken folks to the

hill country, where the pestilence abated. Not less than
five-and-twenty thousand perished in the visitation. Of
a single family which had emigrated seventy in number from |
Medina, but four were left. Such was the deadliness of the
scourge. _ .
The country was disabled, and fears were entertained of

an attack from the Roman armies. The terrible extent of |

the calamity showed itself in another way, A vast amoutit

 of property was left by the dead, and the gaps amongst the.

survivors caused much embarrassment in the claims of
succession. The difficulty grew so serious, that to settle
this and other matters, Omar resolved on making a progress
through his dominions. At first he thought of visiting
Chaldzea, and thence through Mesopotamia, entering Syria

from the north; but he abandoned the larger project, and '

confining his resolution to Syria, took the usual route. The
way lay through the Christian town of Ayla, at the head of
the Gulf of Acaba ; and his visit here brings out well the

simplicity and kindly fecling which he evinced toward his i

Christian subjects. He rode on a camel with small pomp and
following ; and, minded to enter the village unrecognised,
changed places with his servant, putting him in front, |
! During the discussion Abd al Rahman quoted a saying of Mahomat :="1f
pestilence break out in a Jand, go mot thither ; if thou art there, flee not from

it’ Omar's views were more reasonable, and he justified them by this illustra- '
tion: Suppose that ye alight in a valley, whereof one side is green with pas-

ture, and the othér bare and barren, whichever side ye let loose your camels | '

upon, it world be by the decree of God; but ye would choose the brow that
was green,  And so he judged that in removing the people from the scene of
danger Into a healthier locality, he was making no attempt to fiee from the
decree of God.




to witness the Caliph's advent. ‘He is before you,

replied Omar, with double meaning, as the camel moved
5 '['{19&&'13# on. So the crowd hurried forward, thinking that the
reat Ruler was still beyond, and left Omar to alight un-
bserved at the house of the hishop, with whom he lodged
c il_i‘_ing the beat of the day. His coat, rent upon the
jjourney, was given to his host to mend. This the bishop
ot only 1id, but had a lighter garment made for him,
‘more suited to the oppressive travel of the season. Omar,
however, preferred to wear his own,

He visited the chief Moslem settlements, gave instructions
for the disposal of the estates of the multitudes swept away
y the plague, and himsell decided doubtful claims. As
both Abu Obeida and Yezid had perished in the pestilence,

i_"."t,;ilf"ﬁ_'le::(__)xneyyad dynasty:. Muavia was a man of unbounded
ambition, but wise and able withal ; and he turned to good
ccount his new position. = The factions which glorified the

of Muayia, were yet unknowi, Both Aly and Abbas had
hitherto remained inactive at Medina. The latter, always
. weak and wavering, was now enfeebled by age. The former,
. honoured, indeed, as the cousin and son-in-law of the
'Prophet, and also for his wit and wisdom, was amongst the
* trusted counsellors of the Caliph, but possessed no special
power or influence, nor any apparent ambition beyond a
life of quiet indulgence in the charms of a harem, varied
‘ever and anon by fresh arrivals. Neither is there any
‘teason to suppose that the by-gone opposition to Islam of
" Abu Sofian and Hind, parents of Muavia, was now remeni-
| bered against them. = Sins preceding conversion, if followed
' by a consistent profession, left no stain upon the believer.
‘was not till the fires of civil strife burst forth that
ibuse was heaped upon the Omeyyad race for ancient
sdeeds and enmity towards the Prophet, and politi-
apital made of them. The accession, thercfore, of
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here is i}f_‘l@i_ﬁf\-méer?" cried the eager citizens, streaming AL 18, %

 Proceeding onwards, the Caliph made the circuit of Syria. Omar in
Syrial

mar now appointed Muavia, another son of Abu Sofian, Appoints i
o the chief command in Syria, and thus Jaid the foundation y,vemor. "

laitns of Aly and Abbas, and spurned the Omeyyad blood |
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AL 15, Muavia at the present time to the cluef command in Syna. iy
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excited no jealousy or opposition. It passed, indeed, as a'

thing of course, without remark.
Bilal per-  As Omar prepared to take final leave of Syria, a scene
f}‘?"’;{fl;’dfi?c occurred which stirred to their depths the hearts of the
zin. Faithful. It was the voice of Bilal, the Muedzzin of the
Prophet, proclaiming the hour of prayer. The stentorian
call of the aged African had not been heard since the
death of Mahomet; for he refused to perform the duty for
any other. He followed the army to Syria, and there,
-honoured for the office he had so long discharged at
Medina, lived in retirement. The chief men now petitioned
Omar that on this last occasion, Bilal should be asked once
more to perform the Call to prayer. The aged man
consented, and as from the top of the Great mosque the
well-known voice arose ciear and loud with the accustomed
ery, the whole assembly, recalling vividly the Prophet at
daily prayers, was melted into tears, and strong warriors,
with Omar at their head, lifted up their voices and sohbed
_ aloud. Bilal died two years after!.
Figt 4 On returning to Medina, Omar set out on the annual
?;i’b]' " Pilgrimage to Mecca, at which he presided every year of
639 4. | his Caliphate, But this was the last journey which he made
beyond the limits of Arabia.

) Flor Bilal and Lis office of Muedazin, see Life of Makomet, p. 204.



CHAPTER XXII

'_:.__"__CQNQUEST OF LG VPRI

19, zc A H 540-64r AL D,

r ibllcwing was one of comparatwe repose. 19 & e
1 _‘tﬂ push lt‘! way now steadtly mto Persxa. “A:‘”‘:'.'-

After the fall of Catsarea Amm

{ xfe ui’ macucm m Palestme. _ On the Cahph’ m“;f:nl

_ _fm‘ Egypt 'aﬂ:ce_ the granary of Rome,
' 1. Alexandria, though |
._popuIatton from every
o i { city in the empire, the seat of LR
cammerce, lmmry,_ and iettersQ “Romans and Greeks, Arabs
and Copts, Christians. Jews, and Gentiles mingled on com-

on ground. '~ But the life was essmtially Byzantine. The
vast population was provided, in unexampled profusion,
vith theatres, baths, and places of amusementt. A forest
ships congregated in its safe and spacious harbour, from
bwfhence ‘communication was maintained with all the sea-
+ts of the realm. Alexandria was a European, rather than

f-gyptlan, c1ty

msla popnlation alone is given at 6oo,000. There were 70,000 (iic
others 40,000) male Jews of an age to pay the poll-tax, and 200,000
o whom 30,090 effected their escape Ly sea before the siege: 4,000
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It was otherwise with the rich valley beyond, Emerg““"" %
ing from the luxurious city, the traveller drcpped at once
from the pinnacle of civilisation to the depths of poverty
and squalor. Egypt was then, as ever, the servant of
nations. The overflowing produce of well-watered fields
served buf to feed the great cities of the empire. And the
people of the soil, ground down by exaction and oppression,
were ever ready to rise against their rulers. Hatred was ern-
bittered here, as elsewhere, by the never-ceasing endeavour of
the Court to convert the inhabitants to orthodoxy, while the
Copts held tenaciously by the Monophysite creed®. Chronic
disaffection pervaded the land, and the people courted des
liverance from Byzantine rule. There were in Egypt no
Bedouin tribes with Arabian sympathies; but elements of
even greater danger had long been here at work.

It was in the 1gth or 20th year of the Hegira that
Amru, having obtained the hesitating consent of the
Caliph, set out from Palestine for Egypt. His army, even

v, with bands of Bedouins, lured on the way by hope of

plunder, did not exceed 40c0. Soon after he had left, Omar,
concerned at the smallness of his force, would have recalled
him ; but finding that he was already too far gohe, sent
Zobeir with heavy reinforcements after him.  The army of
Armru was thus swelled to an imposing array of some 15,060,
many of them. veterans and warriors of renown,

Amru entered Egypt by Arish, and then turning to the
left, passed onward through the desert, and so reached the
easternmost estuary of the Nile, Along this branch of the
river he marched towards Upper Egypt,where Mucoucus, the

- Copt, was governor,—the same who sent Mary the Egyptian

slave-girl and her sister asa gift to Mahomet” On the way
he routed several columms attempting to arrest the inroad ;
amongst them one commanded by his Syrian antagonist
Artabun, who was slain in the encounter. Marching along
the vale of the Nile, with channels from the swelling river,
verdant fields, and groves of the fig tree and acacia, Amru
reached at last the obelisks and ruined temples of Ain

! See Palmer’s Origines Litsrgice, vol. i. p. 82.
* See Lifz of Mokomsl, p. 385



| CONQUEST OF EGYPT,

‘Sbems (Hehopohs) /There the bishop procured for Mu-
coucus 'a truce of four days. At its close, an action took
. place, in which, the Egyptians, driven back into their city,
| were there bcmegecl The opposition was at one time warm,
for the Yemen troops gave way. Reproached for ‘tlelr
i cowardtcc, one replied,  We are but men, not iron or stone.’
W1 ‘Be quiet, thou yelping dog!’ cried Amru. ‘If we are
4 ~dogs,’ answered the angry Anb. ‘then what art thou but
\ 'the Commander of dogs?’ Amru made no reply, but
| called off a column of veterans to step forth; and before
: "l their fiery onset the Egyptians fled. ‘What chance,
| said the Copts one to another, ‘have we against men that
. have beaten both the Chosroes and the Kaiser?’ And, in
| truth, they decmed it little loss to be rid of the Byzantine
' yoke. The siege was of no long duration. In a general
~assault Zobeir, with desperate valour, had already scaled
' the walls, when a deputation from Mucoucus obtained terms
~ from Amru. A capitation tax was fixed of two dinars on
- every male adult, with other impositions similar to those of
| Syria. Many prisoners had been taken; and a fifth part
of these and of the spoil was sent to Medina. The same
conditions were given to the Greek and Nubian settlers in

iy ‘those over whom they used to domineer, and bated by
_them. were glad to make their escape to the sea-coast.

reach it before the Greek troops could rally for its defence.

On the way he put to flight several columns which sought

to hinder his advance ; and at last presented himself before

the city walls, which, offering on the land side a narrow and

‘well-fortified front, was capable of obstinate resistance.
ity Towards the sea also it was open to succour at the plea-
g 00 sure of the Byzantine court. But during the siege Hera~
' clius died, and the opportunity slipped away. Somne of
| the outworks on the narrow isthmus were taken by storm ;
 and, there appearing no prospect of succour, the spirit of
| thegarrison began to flag. The Greeks took to their ships,
~ and pusillanimously deserted the beleaguered city. At last

" "Mucoucus, who had retired to Alexandria, finding the place

Upper Egypt. But the Greeks, fallen now to the level of
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¢ Amnru lost no time in marching on Alexandria, so as to Marches '#
on Alex-
andria,
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too weak for prolonged defence, offered to capitulate, on the

terms given to Upper Egypt, and on condition that the

prisoners taken throughout the campaign were set free. < The

Caliph was referred to, and readily agreed. ¢ Tribute, he
replied, ‘is better than booty; for it continueth, whereas

spoil soon vanisheth as if it had not been. Touching the

captives, such as remain, saving those taken in battle, shall

- be restored.” And so the city escaped sack,and the people
became tributary to the conquerors.

Amru wished to fix his seat of government at Alexandria,
but Omar would not allow him to remain so far away from
his camp. So he returned to Upper Egypt. A body of
the Arabs crossed the Nile and settled in Ghizeh, on the
western bank-—a movement which Omar permitted on con-
dition that a strong fortress was constructed there to prevent
the possibility of surprise. The headquarters of the army
were pitched near Memphis. Around them grew up a mili-
tary station, called from its origin Fostal, or “the Encamp-
ment.” It expanded rapidly into the capital of Egypt, the
modern Cairo. And there Amru laid the foundations of a |
great mosque that still bears his name . i

Zobeir urged Amru to enforce the right of conquest, and
'divide the Jand among his followers. Amru refused ; and
the Caliph confirmed the judgment. ‘Leave it} was his
wise reply, ‘in the people’s hands to nurse and fructify,’
As elsewhere, Omar would not allow the Arabs to become
proprietors of a single acre. Even Amru was refused
-ground whereon to build a mansion for himself. He had
a dwelling-place, the Caliph reminded him, at Medina, and
that should suffice. So the land of Egypt, left in the
hands of its ancestral occupants, became a rich granary for
Arabia, even as in bygone times it had been the granary of
the Roman empire.

A memorable work, set on foot by Amru after his return

* An interesting history of the mosque with illustrations appears in the
Astatic Journal for October, 1890, p. 759.  Amru (Amr) is there described,
from a tradition of Makrizi, as *a short thick-set man with a large head and
black eyes, and a good-hwmoured expression,” The tradition adds a sermon’
given by Amrn in this mosgue, which of course is mere fiction,




{ANCIENT SUEZ Canaz, 'y

"Fostat facilitated the transport of corn from Egypt to AH. 1‘1-' I
chjdz It was nothing less than the reopening of the __', i

furnied to the right, and, striking the salt lakes near '.l‘imsch,
. reached the Red Sea by what is now the lower portion of
" the Suez canal. Long disused, the bed was choked with silt ;
' "it_iut the dbstructions could not have been very formidable,
'fbr"within a year navigation was restored, and the Caliph, at
Yenbo (port of Medina), witnessed vessels discharge their
. burdens which had been freighted under the very shadow of
. the Pyramids. The Canal remained navigable for some eighty
: ;}féars, when, choked with sand, it was again abandoned.
~ Finding that the E gyptlam used to delicate and luxurious Armu
living, looked down upon the Arabs for their frugal fare, tp:::fl‘
\ Amru, famed for mother wit, chose a singular expedicnt to Egyptians
'---dtsabus'e them. Firsthehad a feast prepared of slaughtered tﬁfﬁf;f,;
04me]5 after the Bedouin fashion ; and the Egyptians looked
| on with wonder while the army satisfied their hunger with
" - the rude repast. Next day a sumptuous banquet was set .
| out, with all the dainties of the Egyptian table ; here again
‘the warriors fell to with equal zest. On the third day et
the troops were paraded in battle array, when Amru thus
‘addressed the crowds who flocked to the spectacle :— The |
first day’s entertainient was to let you see the simple
. manner of our life at home; the second to show that we can
" enjoy the good things of the conquered lands, and yet retain, "
a8 ye see this day, our martial vigour notwithstanding.’
The Copts retired, saying one to the other, ‘ See ye not that | _
the Arabs have but to raise their heel upon us, and if is ' g
enough ' Omar was delighted at his lieutenant’s device, 2ok

"V THe attem pt was first made by Pharaoh Nechos, and subsequently by Darins,
! who opened communication from Bubastis, on the eastern estuary of the Nile, to
‘the head of the Red Seal. A second canal was made by the Ptolemies at Tel
- Fakhus, nearer to the Mediterancan, This took the line of lageons (the
modern fresh-water canal) to the Red Sea, and was too shallow to be of
| much use, excepting in high floofl,  One of these lines eventually, deepened by
.| Trajan, remained navigable to the end of the third century of our era. 1t was
the same canal, no doubt, now cleared out and deepened by Amru,



