ATTACK ON MARTABAN, 153

of about 150 yards north of the camp. The party under Lieu-
tenant Holmes was placed in a very perilous situation ; but
that officer succeeded in returning to camp with, however,
serious loss in three killed and eleven wounded, of whom eight
were dangerously so, a subadar of the 40th Native Infantry
being of the number of the latter. The Artillery now played
with the most deadly effect, and the report of heavy guns at
Martaban caused the alarm to be sounded in cantonments at
Maulmain. The two companies of H. M.’s 51st Light Infantry
and 26th Native Infantry got under arms; the former were
marched off at once, embarked in boats, and proceeded to
Martaban. The * Feroze,” from her position opposite the
office of Messrs. Graceman and Co., a distance of some two or
three miles from the white pagoda on the hill, sent discharges
of artillery which made the Burmese seek a more distant
pomt of protection, and defaced the beauty of their pagoda.
The. strength of the Burmese was now seriously weakened,
and the reserved forces obliged to be brought up to the rescue.
These were also reduced in number, for the attack being in
open day, and not as hitherto at night, their position and
numbers were ascertained and dealt with accordingly. A
body of men entrenched themselves behind a small white
Pagodd, near their former storehouse or magazine, and hoisted
a flag on it, which, being observed by Lieutenants Steuart
and Baird, became a mark at once. The flag on the first shot
was sent down in tatters, the summit of the pagoda keeping it
company. The Burmese now found themselves uncomfortably
situated here, the guns being fired in this direction until the
glacis of the hill was cleared. From this time until late in
the evening shots were fired at intervals to clear the place of
stragglers,

Commodore Lynch, on delivering his instructions to his
second in command, manned his three cutters, and proceeded
up the Salween to intercept the ﬂ‘i'ght of the Burmese. He
found them scattered at the third pagoda, now repairing, north
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of the camp, and ordered his boats to open fire upon them with
shell and canister, which made them retire. The Infantry

met them in their flight, and opened a raking fire upon them.

Captain Tapley, on the other hand, with his own cutter, and
one from the “Medusa,” manned by marines from the
¢« Feroze,” went in a south-westerly direction, but failed to
meet the enemy. The boats returned on the same evening,
and proceeded up again yesterday morning.

The Burmese force was commanded by the notorious Dacoit
chief and robber Moung Shoay-loang, who had been sent
from Ava to retake Martaban, or forfeit his head in case of
failure, Wednesday last was, according to the guardian angels
of Moung Shoay-loang, considered the lucky day for the
exploit; but with what success has now been seen.

Burmese Games.

A few words about the games among Talaings and Burmese
may now be interesting. The principal are cock-fighting,
wrestling, buffalo-fighting, foot-ball, and boat-racing, They
have likewise a sort of dice to aid their gambling propensities.
At the buffalo-fights men sit on the beasts; these last rush at
each other with tremendous fury. Frequently the horns be-
come locked together, when a trial of strength ensues, each
pushing his adversary as far back as possible. The buffaloes,
after a short contest, generally become tired of the sport, and
not unfrequently scamper away at a furious rate from their
tormentors. The buffalo is seldom killed; but the rider is
often thrown. The game is every bit as rational as the bull-
fights so extensively patronised by the ladies of Spain, and to
the Burmese ladies it is certainly quite as exciting. Foot-
ball is played with a small ball of wicker-work-—very light,
of course., The players form a circle, and keep up the
ball with remarkable skill: with knee or foot they send if
flying in every direction, as if they were perfect masters in the
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law of projectiles.* TIn boat-racing the Burmese shine con-
siderably. Boats very long aund very narrow, with some twenty
rowers on a side, and paddled along at an incredible speed.
Singing and a variety of gestures aid the effect of this exciting
amusement. The Burmese posture of defiance is common in
the pleasure as well as in the war boats. The latter are gene-
rally ornamented, and armed with some thirty men or so,
carrying questionable muskets, but sharp dhds. A national
game, of minor importance, is a sort of draughts. The players
commence by drawing squares on the ground, and seated oc-
casionally in a state of profound abstraction before a move,
they play away with a gravity worthy of the great Gautama
himself. The Burmese enj'oy a game al cards quite as much as
the old ladies of England. They are fond of music and very
Superstitious : many of them believe in fairies. The instru-
ment of sound used is a sort of Aarmonicon, which discourses
most. eloquent music either to the adventurer on his rambles,
or to'the Burmese beauty as she sits, like many of those in our
country, pensive and alone. Men and women, in every clime,
are both poets and musicians by nature. In the melody or
modulation of sound there is a wonderful power, which,
“ partly from nature, partly from habit and association, makes
such pathetic impressions on the fancy, as delights even the
most wild barbarians.” The Burmese are likewise fond of
dancing, when they frequently display their skill in the dress
of devils. What the sensation drama is to the British public,
the Pooay is to the Burman.

We shall conclude this chapter with the descriptiont of a
Burmese funeral.

* While revising this narrative (September 1579) the writer has just learned
that English foot-ball has now become common among the Burmese. They
156 the leather cover, with bladder inside, and affect Rughy toa congiderablo
axtent | Lately, we understand, the Burmese beat the gnllant bdih at foob-
ball. ‘"

T From notes furnished na by Lisutenant Cadell, of the Bongal Artillery.
Thig deseription i of the most humble Burmese funeral. In general, the last
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Returning from Kemmendine in the evening, we saw a Bur-
mese funeral-procession following the remains of an old woman.
Women and children attended as well as men, and three priests
brought up the rear. The corpse is placed in a coffin made™
of matting, and is carried by four men. Old women were
howling in a most disconsolate manner. On reaching the burial-
ground the poongis (or phongyees) came forward, and took up
their position on a raised platform at the head of the grave.
Before the priests were placed three large dishes of plantains,
and dried fish. Pieces of wood were put across the grave, and
the coffin rested on them. The men then kneeled round the
priests, and the women and children formed an outer semi-
circle. A poongi then repeated a few prayers, to which the
men responded. Then a long prayer was said, and, while
the priest was speaking, a man was pouring water slowly on
the ground from a small earthenware vessel. This finished the
ceremony, and the poongis, having had their provisions care-
fully collected, departed. The corpse was then taken from
the coffin and buried. Buddhists, it must be remembered, bury
as well as burn. Pouring the water from the earthen vessel is
to signify the spirit departing from the body.

L5610 ' OUR BURMESH WARS.

rites, even where no sign of great wealth is observable, are performed with
extravagant splendour. The bier of the deceased, raised on high, and enclosed
in the model of & Buddhist temple, borne along on the shoulders of some dozens
of bearers, the glaring red and gilt and silvery ornaments of the grotesque
machine, to which a grace is given by the white flags and nmbrellas attached
to it; the long train of followers, chiefly women, in rear, and poongis in
front. Such is a faint outline of the richer Burmese faneral.
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CHAPTER VL.

PEGU.—PROME,—THE GRAND QUESTION.—LOKD DALHOUSIE
AT RANGOON.

Durive the first fortnight of May, the Peguese had risen in
considerable strength against the Burmese, and had turned
them out of their towns and villages. At the end of the same
month we found the case reversed ; and the town of Pegu again
in the hands of a Burmese chieftain. Regarding the Peguese
already in the light of allies, it was natural to expect that an
expedition from our Force would shortly pay their ancient
capital a visit. Pegu was reduced by Alompra, after his
conquest of Burma’s rival kingdom, to a state of comparative
ruin and desolation.

The conqueror spared the temples, among others the mag-
nificent Shawé-madoo Praw, or Temple of the Golden Supreme.*

Conciliation was attempted. But every endeavour to con-
ciliate the Peguese by Burmese strategy signally failed. ‘What

# Hoo U ]'{;u.a-um‘." )\ppondix No. 1X. 1 2?'{;. The extrema hl’fig]lt of thig
building, above the level of the country, is three hundred and sixty-one feet,
or about forty fest higher than the Great Shwi Dagon.
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they sought for was—either independence, or a good system
of 'government by the people of a nation wiser and more
civilised than themselves. With the former, in its strict sense,
every half-civilised people must now go back in the scale;
with the latter they must advance, and add their portion of
lustre to the triumphant light which shall, sooner or later,
dwell upon earth.

The town of Pegu is situated some seventy-five miles nearly
north from Rangoon, to which it is far inferior as a commercial
position. On the 2nd of June an expedition was ready
to start for Pegu. The party consisted of two companies
of H. M.’s 80th, and two companies of the 67th Bengal Native
Infantry, the whole under Colonel Sturt, of the latter corps.
As many as could be stowed were placed on board the ©Phle-
gethon”; the remainder were put in country boats, to be
towed. But it was soon discovered that the boats were not
seaworthy. The troops could not proceed to Pegu that day;
so all were marched back to quarters. On the following
morning the expedition, cousiderably reduced in size, made a
suceessful start. It now consisted of one company of H. M.s
80th Foot,* the rifle company of the 67th Bengal Native Infan-
try, under Captain Hicks, and a detachment of Madras Sappers
and Miners, under Licutenant Macintosh, with Lieutenant
Mayne as Field Engineer; the whole commanded by Brevet-
Major Cotton, of the 67th Regiment. This force was accom-
panied by a small party of the marines and sailors from the
¢« Pox,” « Phlegethon,” and “ Medusa,” under the command of
Captain Niblett, of the “Phlegethon,” and Commander Tarleton,
of HM.S. “ Fox.” All embarked on board the “ Phlegethon ”
steamer, which took in tow the boats of the squadron.

Of course our © Chevalier Bayard,”+ Captain Latter, accom-
panied the expedition. By nightfall the steamer had reached

# We helieve commanded by Captain Ormeby.
+ Bans peur et sans reproche.
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within sixteen miles of Pegu, where she anchored. From the
narrowness and shallowness of the river it was not considered
safe to proceed farther. The only thing worth observing that
took place on the passage was that several large villages, as
the expedition came in view, assembled all their inhabitants on
the banks of the river, and cheered and raised their hands
towards Pegu! «TLet the British standard be planted on the
walls of Pegu!” \

On anchoring for the night, information was brought off
that a party of Peguese, on the right bank of the stream, under
a chief named Moungtak, had risen and defeated, the day
before, a detachment of the Burmese garrison, and that they
had proceeded along the bank of the river, intending to co-
operate with us in the attack on Pegu.

The allies were to be distinguished by wearing a small white
flag in the cap. ,

Next morning the whole party took to the boats, and pro-
ceeded leisurely up to Pegu, a short distance from which
Moungtah and his Peguese band made their appearance.
These were directed, in case of accident, during our operations,
to keep at a distance till required. However, as heavy firinr
was heard on the right bank of the river, between the Pegu
and the Burmese, the troops immediately landed. A few
the enemy only were to be seen, retreating as fast as they
could. The boats and naval party, under Commander Tarle-
ton, were directed to proceed farther up the river, to cut off
the retreat of the enemy who might attempt to pass across.
However, seeing a party of the enemy on the left bank, on
which the town of Pegu is situated, Commander Tarleton
landed the whole of his party, except the boat-keepers, and
Proceeded to disperse them. Having advanced some distance,
a body of Rurmese, seeing the unguarded state of the boats,
pounced upon them, and took possession. Tortunately the
Burmese were more anxious to plunder than to destroy the
boats,

L.
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As Commander Tarleton and his party were returning to
their boats they were fired upon from jungle growing upon
old and ruined walls, The little party gallantly turned to the

L

assanlt, and entered the work by a large gap or gateway, which -

was not fortified. There were not more than forty shots fired
by the enemy, who fled before the steady fire of the naval
force with the utmost precipitation. Seven Burmese only were
shot down. It was on entering this gap that a correct view of
the future scene of operations was obtained. Within these
ruined walls was an open area of about four miles in length;
nearly in the centre a lofty pagoda, with much jungle at its
base. The enemy also appeared in considerably larger force
than was expected. Commander Tarleton, accordingly, pru-
dently determined to hold the gap, and to send notice to the
troops under Major Cotton, on the opposite bank. These were
on their return, having heard that the boats were in the pos-
session of the enemy. In the meantime Commander Tarleton
likewise heard of the same circumstance; and that gallant
officer immediately returned with his men to the scene of dis-
embarkation. Thus, the sa,_ilqrsf“coming down on the one bank
and the soldiers on the othéf: the boats were immediately re-
captured with the loss of two riflemen wounded.

It being now about 10 o’clock a.x., the sun was very power-
ful ; and the men having passed over a large extent of ground,
Major Cotton prudently determined on postponing the attack
on the pagoda till 3 p.m. By that time the men would have
rested, and enjoyed their rations. The gallant Major took up
an admirable position with the Rifles in front inside the ruined
walls, sheltered by the jungle covering them, and commanding
a clear view of any movements from the pagoda. The European
portion of the force put up in the few huts that remained about
one hundred yards in the rear on the bank of the river; the
sailors occupied the boats. About 1 ».M., however, the enemy,
apparently emboldened by what seemed to be inactivity, and
perhaps by the leot (spoil) from the boats, which had been taken
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to the pagoda, were seen coming down about fourteen hundred
strong, in something like order, commanded by some thirty
chiefs, on ponies. Another account said, there were one thou-
sand two hundred men, some mounted, and carrying umbrellas
over their chiefs, besides which there were regular horsemen,
who, while they rode, sung a kind of vaunting song. The
alarm being sounded, the Rifles immediately rushed out, and
held the enemy in check. On the native troops being joined
by the European soldiers and sailors the enemy immediately
fled ; and so precipitate was their retreat, that not a single
Burman was touched even by the long shots of the rifles. The
advance of cur small and gallant party was now so rapid that
they seemed as if by magie, in one instant, to rush up the west
and south faces of the pagoda, killing a few of the enemy, and
suffering no loss whatever themselves.

A stronger party, under Mr. Midshipman L , Was now
left in the boats; and Captain Latter was directed to remain
for their further safety with the Peguese on the banks., The
next day was spent in destroying the granaries, and carrying off
nine guns; and, on the following morning, the whole party
returned to the steamer. The entire loss of the British on this
occasion was one European sailor killed, and two wounded, in
the occupation of the boats by the enemy. One sailor was
wounded in the assault on the gap, under Commander Tarleton ;
and two riflemen were wounded on our recapture of the hoats.
The loss of the Burmese could scarcely be estimated, from the
best information, at more than one score.

Thus was the old town of Pegu captured. It was not oceu-
pied by the British, but made over to the Talaings—a political
step on which it was rather difficult to form an opinion, after an
earnest request from the Peguese for the expulsion of their
oppressors.* It was thought, however, they wonld defend

# The following was published about the middle of June :—% The British
troops stormed the pagoda at Pegn, after some heavy skirmishing on the 4th,

11
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their own persons, if they could not keep their towns, till Pegu
came forth in greater beauty than ever, under an enlightened

L

rule. The month of June in this narrative was also distin- .

guished by the achievements of the Hon. Company’s gallant
little steamer “ Proserpine,”” under Captain Brooking, in the
Irawady. She was sent up the river, and made good her way,
hefore the middle of the month, without serious opposition, to
where the Trawady divides itself, like the two prongs of a fork ;
or, say eighty miles below Prome. All that portion of the
river below this point was thus surveyed. At the point
where the Irawady divides into two streams, and above which
there is no other outlet, to the sea, we may be said to command
the navigation of the great river. Captain Brooking, with the
““Proserpine,” succeeded immediately after in exploring the
Irawady to within thirty miles of Prome, having thus pene-
trated into the very heart of the enemy’s country, and, with
the assistance of two well-armed boats: of H.M.S. “Fox,”
having captured and destroyed eight_v boats of grain, of. thirty
tons each. The rice in these hoats was destined for the Bur-
mese army assembling at Prome, and its loss at such a crisis
was, of course, severely felt. An intelligent writer remarked :—
“Tt was a prond thing to reflect upon this little English vessel
alone, in the midst of enemies and of an enemy’s country,
performing its duties as unconcernedly as if it was on the
Thames, and taking and destroying the Burmese Commissariat
in their very teeth.”

The ¢ Proserpine,” on her voyage, did not escape being fired

with o loss of one seaman killed; three seamen, two sepoys, and one camp-
tollower wounded. The force, after d estroying the fortifications, returned to
Rangoon on the 5th. Hyerything quiet round Bassein. The enomy had left
the neighbourheod, and the inhabitants werd coming in numhers to seek pro-
tvotion nnder onr rule. The troops were all very healthy. Soon sfter our
troops left the old town of Pegn, the Burmese came down in a body of three
thousand or four thousand strong, and drove out the Peguese.”
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on; and, about the end of the month, intelligence reached us
at Rangoon of a brilliant little affair agaiust a stockade, which
she silenced and destroyed, after expending all her ammunition.
This position was, most probably, held by a strong band of
dacoits, who roam like firebrands throngh the country, ready to
espouse any successful side, but, until opportunity turns up,
destroying everything that comes in their way. Similar lawless
vagabonds infest the Nizam’s dominions in the Deccan. But
“Jolly June” had its peaceful as well as its warlike triumphs ;
the former, of course, at Rangoon. An elegant theatre was being
erected for the entertainment of officers and men; and the
Rey. Mr. Burney’s reading and lecture room was very well
attended. This excellent chaplain arrived from Caleutta early
in May ; and his frequent visits to the hospitals, combined
with his admirable expositions of pious and homely truths to
the men on a Sunday, effected immense good. His idea of
getting up instructive lectures for the men, to be delivered
once or twice on the week days, was a good one¥ Large
audiences of British soldiers were enlightened with a graphic
sketch of the rise of European traffic in Burma to its decline,
with various information regarding the country. They were
likewise, we believe, favoured by Mr. Kincaid—before alluded
to—with a lecture on .Buddlm, which one would imagine to
have been rather above their comprehension, When the author
of this work was at home on furlongh a well-educated man
took him into a corner one evening, and said, with a solemu
face,—“Now tell me, what does Buddha mean? Who was
Buddha?” A very natural question, and one of so puzzling a
character, that we were obliged to leave it to such men as
Colonel Sykes and Professor Wilson to fairly answer.

* In September 18684 Royal Artillery lectures'hnd publio readings for the
Kuropeans were estublished at Rangoon. But these were got up under far
more advantageons circumstances than in 1852, the year of the first lecture to
British soldiers in Pegu.

11 *
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Yes, with all their erudition and vast research, notwith-
standing the immortal labours of Sir W. Jones, Vans Kennedy,
Coleman, Colebrooke, Remusat, Manupied, and a host of others,
men will be inquiring, in a generation yet to come,—Who was
Buddha? *

Mr. Kincaid, on his return from Maulmain, recovered but a
very small portion of his valuable books lost in the “Flight.”
Texicons and dictionaries, letters and manuscripts, were no-
where to be found. This zealous missionary appeared to be a man
of no ordinary stamp, judging by all we had heard of him from
officers of the Force and others. Having resided some twenty
years in Burma, he had amassed a vast quantity of infor-
mation concerning the people and the country. His work of
proselytism had been wonderfully successful. He twice visited
the city of Ava; and on one or more occasions experienced ill-
treatment. If the truth were known, we dare say this American
missionary had really been, like many before him, and St. Panl
his great exemplar, “in perils by the heathen, in perils in the
city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils among false brethren.”
Thinking seriously on the matter, there is something to greatly
admire in those devoted men and women who labour in a
distant land, consecrating their whole lives to an obedience to
the Divine mandate, published by the Great Captain of our
Salvation— Go and preach the Gospel to every creature!”
There can be little doubt that the missionaries stand forth as
the pioneers of civilisation in Burma. Regarding the mis-
sionary enterprise in a political point of view, two things are
requisite, above all others, MODERATION AND PATIENCE ! With
these the grand cause must flourish—without them there can

# How true it is, that the very errors of the human mind form a part of its
history ! In China there are three systems of philosophic or religious belief
—Yu, the dogirine of Confucios; Fo, or Buddhism ; and the sect of Taou, or
Rutionalists, Buddhism, * the fairest branch of the religion of India,” called
also Bamaneism, deserves tho attentive study of every thinking man. For
remarks on Gauntama and Buddhism, see © Rangoon,” chap. x. p, 129.

L
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be no satisfactory result. And, musing carefully over the re-
spective creeds of Brahmanism and Buddhism, very many may
be apt to believe that the latter presents the easier field for
missionary labour; and, consequently, the chance of success
must be greater. On the plain Deism of the Karens, also,
we know that missionaries do not find it difficult to engraft
the valuable truths of Christianity; whereas, in the dark
religion of Brahmanical polytheism, the difficulties are legion,
and terribly disheartening to the Christian philanthropist.

Mr. Burney’s father was the well-known Resident at the
Court of Ava, Colonel Burney, who, when the Burmese Go-
vernment would have a Resident no longer, was yet requested
by the King to stay as a friend.

Captain Impey, of whom we briefly wrote in our firs
Narrative,* was now quietly residing at Bankok, in Siam, under
the assumed name of George Aylmer. At first he was reported
to be drilling the King of Siam’s troops; but he was really
there in the peaceful capacity of a werchant. The adven-
turous Captain “ hoped to be appointed agent to the Singapore
merchants at the capital of Siam.”

Frow the throne Amarinwinichai-Mahaiswriyapheman, great
improvements were now expected in the government of Siam.
The policy of exclusiveness was said to be, at length, aban-
doned ; and the Siamese King had taken to free trade, after a
fashion, which was as necessary to the welfare of his kingdom
as to his own preservation. He had forbidden his own subjects
the use of opium, and had made a vigorous effort to extend the
commerce of his country.

Regarding that curious people, the Karens,t Deists, who

* See “ Rangoon,” p. 144, ,

+ © Their traditions embody remembrances of the creation, the deluge, and
the promise of a deliverer.”” They, in fact, embrace what may be atyled the
Jossilizod skeletons of the faith. .
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oceupy the various mountainous and difficult tracts through-
out Burma, Pegu, the Tenasserim coast, and parts of the Shan
and Siamese counntries, we read that the “seccond section.of
the great Karen tribe, which in Burma has embraced Chris-
tianity by themselves, and is rapidly being organized into a
nation, resides in Siam » (1852).

There is evidently a great change operating in the Siamese
character. The pride of this nation has been described by
some author of note, as so excessive, that the lowest Siamese
considered himself superior to the greatest subject of any other
nation. In their literature, as with the Burmese, they have
nothing to enforce upon them the folly of extreme pride.

In June, it may be mentioned, the Madras Artillery sustained
a severe loss by the death of that excellent officer, Major Hugh
Montgomery.* He had distinguished himself at the capture
of the White House Stockade, and during the advance on the
Great Pagoda.

By the commencement of July, Rangoon was a flourishing
town, with some forty or fifty thousand inhabitants.+ People
to be seen of nearly every creed, and of every Asiatic nation.
Of course, it was to be expected that among this numerous
population Inrked many men of questionable character. There
was the slippery dacoit, who had come to try his hand, perhaps,
upon a commissariat bullock ; there was the wily gambler who
had come to cheat those who had money about them; there
were Burmese spies, who had just dropped in to look quietly at
the state of affairs, and see whether our gallant General was on
the gui vive or not; but the majority consisted of -those who
were driven by hunger fo flee from Burmese oppression, and

# The lamented Major wasg brother to the late Sir Henry Montgomery,
Bart., for many years a member of Her Majesty’s Indian Coungil.

+ This may not be guile correci, as, in 1857, the population of Radgoon did
not much excoed forty thonsand. For 1851, orghortly before the war, we have
geun ib printed as low s twenby thousand,
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who now rejoiced to live in certain security, under British
protection ! Was it not for this, Providence sent us here? Was
not the Indian Government working ‘out its grand destiny?
Near the beach was an immense bazaar, where fish, fruit, meat,
and vegetables were sold. The vendors were women, old and
young. There were pine-apples, plantains, and mangoes in
abundance, for sale ; also pumpkins and cucumbers. The bek-
ties and mangoe fish were, generally speaking, very inferior to
what we got in India.

And, in addition to the necessaries of life, many articles
of luxury were now procurable in Rangoon. Justice breathed
under the vigilant magistracy of Captain Latter ; and, on the
whole, civilisation here seemed in a fair way of taking root.

From such a point of prosperity in our narrative we pass on
to the middle of July, when the welcome intelligence arrived
of the success of an expedition of steamers which had been

despatched up the Irawady.

The flotilla was under Commander Tarleton, R.N.; and the
steamers employed were the ©“ Proserpine,” ¢ Pluto,” “ Phlege-
thon,” « Medusa,” and *“ Mahanuddy.”

Prome had been circumvented ; the enemy’s war-boats had
been destroyed, and the Burmese put to flight, with the loss of
forty guns. ‘It is all up with the army,” said many. ¢ There
will be no medal for Prome ! ” said a few. The wise said nothing ;
although it did certainly seem that James Watt had taken more
than his share of the glory. The question of “Could not the
General ere this have taken troops sufficient to Promein the
steamers and rafts 7’ or, “ Could he not have taken two thou-
sand men, and at once have occupied Prome on this occasion ? ™
might have been answered in various ways; one of them, per-
haps, < It would certainly have been impolitic to have denuded
Rangoon of troops, at such a period of the war, without the
chance of immediate reinforcements?” Another, “ Why occupy
Prome immediately, when the wishes of Government are not
known on the subject of annexation!” aud another, “ Why
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should the men be exposed at such a season as this, with the
chance of, on their arrival at Prome, finding all the houses
burned to the ground, and the ancient houndary between Pegu
and Burma utterly destroyed ? »

The object of the expedition to Burma was described by
Lord Derby, in the House of Lords,* as follows :— To strike
a blow against Rangoon and Martaban, which by striking terror
into the minds of the Burmese, and by showing the efficiency
of our forces, would induce them to make peace on terms
honourable to the British Government.” Far more than this
had been done. Bassein had been captured, and various minor
successes had attended our arms; and then the Burmese kept
silence, while the Peguese secemed everywhere to desire our
protection and government; yet Peace did not come from the
Court of Ava! With the golden-footed King, or his vile and
dissolute advisers, she did not dwell !

All this would naturally tend to place the British Commander
in a difficult position. Be this as it may, many thought Com-
mander Tarleton had done a very fine thing. The General, just
returned from a tour of inspection, was astonished at the event
which had humiliated Prome, for a time.

The following description of the affair was eventually de-
livered by electric telegraph in Calcutta, when the ¢ Fire
Queen ” came within telegraphic range of the City of Palaces:—
“ Prome was occupied on the 9th July. Twenty-two guns,
many of large calibre, taken from the enemy by the steam
flotilla in the Irawady, under the command of J. W. Tarleton,
R.N. Flotilla attacked on the 7th by a strong force of the
enemy at Konongee. Silenced enemy’s fire in an hour, and
the steamers proceeded. On the 10th, fell in with the rear of
General Bandoola’s army, and, after an exchange of shots, the
enemy fled in great confusion, leaving the General’s state-barge,
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standard, two gold umbrellas, several large war-canoes, and
twenty prisoners in our possession.” A few officers were
wounded,* and, on the whole, twenty-eight guns were taken ;
twenty-nine by another account, and among them one 42
and one 54-pounder. Commander Tarleton, we helieve, went
through what may be styled the eastern channel, passing
the Burmese who were drawn up in force, not on the island,
but on the left bank of the river. This movement almost
paralyzed the enemy ; and as our steamers were returning, war-
boats were sent out to intercept their progress. Then com-
menced the work of destruction and capture which terminated
this brilliant little affair. Strange enough, in almost deserted
Prome, some inhabitants who sought our protection assisted
the men in finding the guns. A poor Peguese labourer, on
being asked by one of our officers why he acted thus, replied,
“ Because we are perishing under this Government; no secu-
rity for person,no security for property. If a man is possessed
of five rupees to-day, and it becomes known, he is robbed of it
by the greedy authorities to-morrow.” No person in Burma,
““yentures to exhibit his wealth by enjoying it, for means of
extortion would soon be used to deprive him of it.”

The people were fleeced by the governors, who were delegated
by the King to rule over them for a high consideration, And
of course the chief object was to drain the coffers of their
helpless charge by a system of oppression.

Could it be otherwise, than that this people should wish the
dynasty of Alompra at an end? The dog had had his day; he
had earned a bad name; should we hang him? In an age of
social progress and enlightenment, all such vile instruments
of government must be swept away. What should such crea-

® According to this report, Lientenant Hiliot, Rl M., Mr, J. Morgan, assist.-
surgeon, HLM.8. “¥ox,” Mr, Huuter, 1. N., and My, Brayer, mate, I. N, _
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tures as these do “crawling between earth and heaven ? ¥ The
grand question which now arose, was, “ Would it be wise and
politic in our Government to annex the country to our eastern
domain? ” We were inclined to answer in the affirmative.
It would, we thought, be both wise and politic to absorb Burma,
and place the worthless king on the list of pensioners. The
country deserves care and trouble; let us dispense the bless-
ings of security and civilisation, and ensure wealth and prosperity
to a wide-spread and interesting people, whose domestic morals
we may reform in the course of time, the vast and rich re-
sources of whose country we shall be able to evolve for their
own benefit as well as that of mankind at large. The Burmese

- would not require a great effort to be tamed under the paw of
the British lion, and would form the most formidable barrier
between our own and the Chinese Empire. Another view ad-
vocated the annexation of the kingdom of Pegu only to the
British possessions in the East. This would humiliate the court
of Ava, by taking away its best provinces, and would relieve the
Peguese from tyranny and oppression. And many Burmese
would sooi come under our protection. At the close of the
last war numbers of Burmese expatriated themselves; they
availed themselves of a time and opportunity for emancipation
from tyranny, flocked into the Tenasserim Provinces, “and
formed the nucleus of their future prosperity.”

The reader may now naturally inquire it any jealousy exists
between the Talaings and Burmese? Not nearly so much as
might be expected.

They are both of the Tartar race,+ and each has been inde-
pendent in its turn ; neither of them is affected by caste; and

# Written in 1862. The author must have anticipated thewreign of King
Thebau in 1879, Hamlet's remark, in this case, becomes more striking, when
we consider thut Mandalay is held by the Burmese to be under the especial
charge of Santama !

¥ This is, of course, an assumption ; the pevple of further India are sapposed
by My, Crawfurd to be radically distinct from any other Asialic race.
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excepting a little jealonsy which exists between the high phon-

gyees, orrahans (priests, or monks), of the Burmese and Talaings

—said simply to have reference to temporal dignity and position,
without a tendency to produce schism—there is not more envy
than we observe every day between any two men of a different
trade or country. The question remains open whether « the inde-
pendent sea-board power of Pegu or the comparatively land-
locked kingdom of Ava was most likely to have first received the
missionaries of Buddhism.” The Tenasserim Provinces had
vielded no actual surplus revenue to British India. They had, on
the contrary, cost us a few thousands a year. And why ? Because
at the close of the last war we occupied a country which could
never be made to pay its expenses. We occupied this and the

~ swamps of Arakan, while the once glorious kingdom of Pegu

stretched out its arms to receive us! The Tenasserim Pro-
vinces had never paid their expenses; but, says an authority,
taking his' own view of the annexation question, *‘ This is no
reason why the rich province of Pegu, with its inexhaustible
forests of teak, its fertile soil, its noble rivers, its mineral re-
sources, and its industrious population, should not, under the
impulse of improvement—which we shall not fail to impart to
it—more than cover the whole expense of its occupation. Nor
must we forget that we secure, at the same time, four or five
millions of consumers of our manufactures—that is, according
to the extent of territory we may appropriate—and open new
marts of commerce”” Rangoon, at no very distant period,
would become the Liverpool or Glasgow of further India. Im-
mense traffic would naturally crown such an admirable com-
mercial position, and the woods, grain, oils and minerals of
Pegu, with its various other commodities, would be diffused
throughout the civilised world."

And why should not this be brought about? The entire

. people of Southern Burma were seeking our rule ; Rangoon and

Kemmendine were filled with inhabitants; and the Peguese,
according to General Godwin,  decidedly and ever our friends,”

L
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what could we seek more? Or, it may be better to say,what
could we wish more, after we had invested and occupied Prome
by British troops ? Such a consummation was, doubtless, near
at hand. “From Prome to the Aeng Pass on one side,” wrote
an authority, “and to Martaban, taking the Sittang river as
the boundary on the other, would give us the whole sea-board,
and Pegu in its integrity, whilst it would still leave a noble
territory to the Court of Ava, larger than, for the interests of
the people, it ought to possess.” So much confidence General
Godwin appeared to have in the Peguese, that he once said
at Rangoon, “if he bad the authority to promise annexation, he
would levy a militia of these fellows, and go with them and a
portion of our force, to Prome at once.”

The  Phlegethon,” under Captain Niblett, took a trip to
Donabew in May. No fortifications were found there, merely
the town, and the remains of the work destroyed in the last
war.

The General, Bandoola, whose name has appeared while nar-
rating the temporary capture of Prome by Commander Tarle-
ton, was the son of our gallant and determined enemy during
tlie last war, who said, not long before his death at Donabew,
that the English did not know how to fight! The report for
some time had heen rife at Rangoon that Bandoola junior was
coming down to make a grand stand. He had forty thou-
sand of the King of Ava’s chosen troops with him, goodly
men and true.

Probably the Golden Foot thought that the name of Ban-
doola would act like magic on the people. Such is well enough
in Europe, perhaps, but it will not do in Asiatic countries.
The master-mind was wanting. Bandoola proved himself, on
the occasion referred to, to be a disgrace to his father’s name;
he fled bodily, probably to drown his misfortune in dissipation,
to which, report said, the would-be Bandoola the Great was
very much addicted.

Great Britain in the East—particularly at this time—appeared

I.
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to be working out a grand destiny. Providence scemed to have
ordained that she should go forth conquering and to con-
quer.” To advance is life —to retire is death. Such assurances
ably cheer the onward march of civilisation.

To review the affairs of a mighty Government there must be
no prejudiee, no party feelings of revense; there must be am-
plitude of comprehension and an intimate acquaintance with the
subject. Without these, a fair and candid judgment can never
be passed on civil or military affairs. Thouglits like these were
apt to crowd upon the mind at a time when India was about to
occupy a greater shave of public attention than ever; at a time
when a natural desire existed among so many that justice might
be done to India, and to the Honourable East India Company.
It was highly pleasing to read the speech delivered by the First
Minister of the Crown (the Barl of Derby) on Friday, the 2nd
of April. Justice was then done to the Com pany, which, “ from
an humble origin, established in a comparatively short period,
the mightiest empire under the sun, redeeming any errors of
rapacity and lust in its early stages by the wise government
and enlightened humanity by which, in later times, it had
achieved a dominion absolute and uncontrolled, whether by
the direct exercise of its authority, or by an influence not less
absolute than actual authority, over a district of country ex-
tending from Cape Comorin on the south, to the borders of
Burma, of Cashmere, Cabul, and Afghanistan on the north,
and embracing, T think, something like 28° of latitude (cheers);
a vast district inhabited by a population which I believe T am
within the mark when I set down at 150,000,000 exer-
cising its authority over a population of various races, and of
verious religious, who have been often in hostility to each other,
but who now, conquerors and ‘conquered, agree to submit to
the jurisdiction of a comparatively small body of Europeans ;
-a Company which has secured its power, not so much by the
sword as by the wisdom of its councillors ; which has seen suc-
cumb to it, one after another, the mightiest monarchies of
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India, and which, without any attempt at conquest—nay,
contrary to its wish—has seen the populations of those monar-
chies gradually freeing themselves, under the protection of its
authority. Tt was not less extraordinary that this vast empire
should he maintained by an army of 285,000 men, composed
mainly of natives, every variety of religion and grades, equally
loyal to their conguerors. It was a task of magnitude to
investigate the machinery by which this great territory was
superintended.”

With reference, again, to the grand question, whether Prome,
or Amarapira, would be on the northern boundary of our grasp,
a highly intelligent officer wrote, “ Why, here is a country, the
conquest of which would cost comparatively a small outlay of
men and money, of much greater value to us than the Punjab,
as a maritime and commercial people, from its geographieal
superiority and advantages, to say nothing of its productions
which are of the most remarkable kind.” Thus was the matter
looked upon in the light of 2 commercial necessity.

Some talked of Ava and Prome making “ convenient appen-
dages” to Calcutta, “rounding off” our possessions in the
East. And once having moved inland, it would be difficult to
stop short of the Sea of China* “No fear of our Empire,”
said a bold son of Progress, “ falling to pieces from its own
size, were it extended from the Caspian to the Wall of China,
30 long as the country is rich enough lo meet its own charges,
and is possessed of a defensible frontier.”

Including Arakan, the Burmese Empire was stated, many
years ago, to contain seventeen millions of souls.+ The popu-

¥ “The peninsular is gearcely & thonsand miles across, and is penetrated by
noble rivers, from north to south and from east to west—and we conld advance
from both shores were we so inclined "

+ Colonel Symes estimated the total number al seventeen millions, while
Captain  Cox, who succended him as ambassador, does not 20 beyond eight
miillions ; buf from subisequent information collected by Captain Canning; there
was reason to believe thaf even this liet number greatly exceeded the truth.
In 1808 the country appeared half depopulated.

[
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lation has since very much decrecased. Should we become
eveutually possessed of the inheritance of the House of Alom-
pra, the Indian Government would exercise authority over
little less than one-fifth of the whole human family |

On Tuesday, the 27th of July, the Governor-General of
India arrived at Rangoon, in ‘the Company’s steam-frigate
“ Feroze.”

Welcome intelligence, at the same time, came from England
that the fall of Rangoon and Martaban had drawn forth a
feeling of unqualified admiration of the skill and courage of
our troops. Soon after his arrival in the river, General God-
win and Commodore Lambert paid Lord Dalhousic a visit.
The weather was by no means auspicious for such an important
event as the arrival of the head of the IndianGovernment on these
shores. The day was rainy, and dark, and dreary-looking, as if it
were determined to repel the message of light to Burma. But,
as usual at this season, it cleared up in the afternoon; and
everything around seemed bright and beautiful. Next morn-
ing there was a grand parade, in honour of the Governor-
General ; the time he had appointed for landing was 7 o’clock.
Punctual, as usual, the noble Marquis landed ; and, entering
the stockade, passed through the street, lined with troops, to
the south gate of the Great Pagoda. H. M.’s 18th Royal Trish
furnished the guard of homour below, and the Artillery, of
course, furnished its guard of honowr™ above, on the upper
terrace. What with the various salutes—the shipping having
thundered away in the river, and the Artillery on the upper
terrace—and the general excitement, there was a temporary
relief from our rather monotonous life at Rangoon. Music,
too, welcome music, was now to be heard. The Governor-
General was accompanied on his visit by Major Banks, acting
as Military Secretary,f Mr. Charles Allen, Foreign Sceretary,
" * Under Captain Oooke, Madras Artillery. |

+ This gallant officer afterwards fell at the |Residency during the siege of
Luckuow (1857).

L.
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his Aides-de-camp, Sir Edward Campbell, Captain D’Oyley,
and others. He was received, on reaching the base of the
Great Pagoda, by Colonel Foord, the Artillery Commandant,
who introduced Major Back and Brigade-Major Scott to his
lordship.

The illustrious party wandered round the Temple, of course
wondering and admiring. “I am astonished how your men
got in here, with such defences!” remarked the Governoi-
General, who was also pleased to express his high approbation
of the soldier-like appearance of the Artillery guard of honour.
The guaint-looking houses of some of the officers, on the upper
terrace, must have excited the attention of the strange party;
‘nor could they have been less astonished at the bells, huge,
and now dumb, monsters of sound ; they also enjoyed a splendid
view of the country and river from the parapets.

While the Governor-General was residing at Rangoon, of
course the curiosity of every one was excited to the utmost.
What was going to be done? Would there be now an imme-
diate advance on Prome, to follow up the recent successful
achievement? If so, immediate annexation would doubtless
follow.

On the arrival of reinforcements a force was to be sent
throngh the Aeng Pass into the basin of the Irawady, to cut
off all communication between Ava and Prome. A force would
also proceed from Martaban up the Sittang river; and the
principal force would start from Rangoon in the steamers. There
would be no bullocks to destroy the efficiency of the Artillery,
and delay the army in its onward progress. The rivers in
October and November would have water sufficient for steamers
of considerable size to proceed up with perfect safety. ¢ There
were steamers enough to take an army to Ava, without wetting
the sole of a man’s foot.”” Such lively remarks became current
during the stay of the Governor-General at Rangoon,

But, with regard to marching, no one could pretend to give
an exact opinion as to the intentions of General Godwin. To

L5
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conquer a country thoroughly you must march through it;
there must be no rebels hanging on your rear. This is a
general view of the custom of war. With a river possessing
such capabilities as the Irawady, much steaming, however, to
save marching through an injurious and swampy soil, one would
imagine to have every chance of greatly facilitating the opera-
tions, and of bringing the campaign to a brilliant and glorious
termination. To use the steamers as much as possible may
have been the intention of our gallant General. The “ Pluto,”
in July, anchored off Prome, in eight fathoms water. Cox and
Crawfurd both mention that the rise of the Irawady at Prome
is from twenty to twenty-five feet, and that large vessels® have
been built there. '

Our steamers gave us the entire command of the Irawady
below Prome—in fact, of the whole of the Lower Provinces.”
Steam would soon render Pegu truly British in character; and,
with its auxiliary, the Press, it might form the nucleus of
civilisation in a new land, which would be sure to flourish
under a wise and liberal Government. After holding a levee
the Governor-General left Rangoon on Sunday, the 1st of
August, much pleased with his visit. It was believed he waited
instructions from England, which could not be received before
the end of September ; so, on the great question, we were left
in the dark as much as ever. It was not decided on whether
we should take the entire Burmese Empire, or simply unite the
two disjointed provinces of Arakan and Maulmain, by annexing
the intermediate delta of the Irawady.

And now, to close this portion of our narrative, Rangoon
was flourishing beyond all possibility of conception. In the
first war Rangoon had but few tenants. It was peopled chiefly
by the army and its followers. Wihen we landed in April (186R)
the town was almost deserted. The case soon became entirely

# Of from three hundred to five hundred tons burthen.

12
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changed ; the people placed confidence in us, and rushed to
seek our protection. This time it was not probable that cun-
ning Burmese diplomacy would be allowed to have a hand in
the business, There would be no time for an interchange of
civilities, or other “airy nothings.”

T.ooking with a sort of prophetic eye into coming events, we
vemarked :—The Burmese arve crafty; but the British are
earnest in a good cause. There will be no Dr. Jonathan Price,
excellent man as he was, rushing backwards and forwards to
Ava, bringing doubtful intelligence, as well as bad rupees, and
only a portion of the treasure at a time. There will be no de-
putations to the King, to present gifts of State. When we get
to Prome, or beyond it, trifling must cease. There will be
much business of vast importance to fransact; and there can
be little doubt of its being transacted in a manner highly
creditable to the Government of British India.*

The following is Lord Dalhousie’s concise and elegant fare-
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well gift to the force at Rangoon :—

“The Major-Generalt commanding, has the highest gratifi-
cation in publishing to the troops the following General Order
by the Most Noble the Governor-General of India :—

“ Rangoon, 1st Angust 1852

“The Most Noble the Governor-General of India cannot
forego the opportunity which is afforded to him by his visit to
Rangoon,j for again offering the combined force his most
cordial acknowledgment of the valnable and distinguished
services they have vendered here. The gratification which

# Tt was said, that when reinforcementa arrived from Bengal and Madras,
General Godwin's army wonld number sbout eighteen thonsand men. Afno
period of the war were there so many troops in Burma,

4 By & recent order, the Brevet Livutennnt-Gemeral was in aavaral cagos
oancelled, and our gallant Commender was among them.

1 The next important visit to this rising commercial city in Chin-India was
that of the much loved and afterwards lamented Earl of Mayo, in January
1870, when Uolonol Fytohe was Chief Commissioner.
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~—the-Governor-General experiences in thus congratulating the

force on its success in the field, is greatly enhanced by his
being able to add the expression of his unqualified approbation
of its conduct in quarters.

““In every branch, whether Naval or Military, European or
Native, the force has exhibited an orderly conduct and in-
offensive demeanour towards the people of the country, and a
spirit of sound discipline, which are as truly honourable to its
character as the high distinetion it has won in battle.

“Whatever may be the future course of this service, what-
ever may be the ultimate fate of this country, the Governor-
General has the proud satisfaction of feeling that the people
of Burma will hereafter associate with the presence of a British
force among them no other recollections than those of its
irvesistible bravery in the field, of its order, forbearance, and
obedience in the camp.

 (By command)
(Signed) “J. 8. Bangs,
% Assistant Military Secretary
to the Governor-General.”

The following account of Lord Dalhousie’s reception of, and
conversation with, the missionaries, from the graphic pen of
Mz, Kineaid, is of too interesting a nature to be omitted from
this narrative :—

“ Rangoon, Aug. 8, 1852.

“In my last, T mentioned that Lord Dalhousie and suite
were here. The day after his arrival one of his secretaries
called on me and spent more than an hour, asking a great
number of questions relative to the Government, &e. of Burma,
On Saturday last, before he left, a line from one of his aides-
de-camp informed me that the Governor-General would see me
and my associates at 8 o’clock. I went accordingly with
Mr. Vinton and Dr. Dawson.

12 *
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“ His lordship received us in the kindest manmer, and at
once began conversing on Burman affairs in a way that in-
dicated great familiarity with the subject. He inquired about
the three races of Karens, Talaings, and Burmans, the pecu-
liarities of each, the number of native Christians, whether the
Government made no distinction between us and British sub-
jects, whether T was acquainted with the present King, who
were the leading spirits in the court of Ava, and what were
the feelings of the people towards the English ? He asked my
opinion of the late Viceroy, whether he came down with peace-
ful or with hostile intentions. To this last I replied, < Hostile,
no doubt.

“¢Tow, then,” he inquired, ‘do you account for the pacific
tone of the King’s letter to me?”’

““Tt was to blind Commodore Lambert, and give the Viceroy
time to prepare for resistance.’”

This interesting conversation, in its entirety, will he found
in Mrs. Wyllie’s work,* the eighth chapter of which—the
“ Annexation of Pegu’—is a very interesting one, and which
may with advantage be referred to, With regard to annexation
and “tlie well-being or otherwise of unborn millions depending
very mucli on his decision,” Lord Dalhousie said, “T feel it;
those who have not the responsibility may act hastily. I mave
COME TO A DECISION AFTER LONG AND CAREFUL EXAMINATION.”
On taking leave, his lordship said to the missionaries— We
may meet again!

And thus the great Pro-consul courteously and gracefully
closed his first visit to Rangoon,

® Th * Gogpel in Burms, 1869.
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(PAAUE TS i

FROM THE ADVANCE ON PROME, TO THE
ENTIRE CONQUEST OF PEGU.

CHAPTER L

THE ADVANCE ON PROME.—CAPTURE AND OCCUPATION
OF FPEGU.

Few events in Indian military history gave rise to so many
remarks, grave, gay, lively, and severe, as General Godwin’s
advance on, and capture of, Prome. Some of the Indian
journals almost exhausted their wit on the subject. That five
octavo pages of n Gazette should have been occupied in de-
tailing an engagement’ in which only one man was killed and
a few wounded, was, in the opinion of one of them, quite dis-
similar to the * Vend, vidi, vici,” of the great Cmsar. And
again, the same writer held that' Nelson’s idea of having one
day a Gazette “all to himself,”” was not © associated with such
chicap results as the capture of Prome by the Army of Burma.”
It does certainly provoke w smile, while reading the graphic
narratives by the Commodore and General, as spt forth in their

1
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~Despatches,® pondering over the naval and military exploits,
and the grand result. But we are a strange people in this
respect. Had there been in human life a large “butcher’s
bill,”” there would have been more praise and less wit bestowed
on the operations ; so, however brilliant the wit may be on
such occasions, the expression of it certainly does not say
much in favour of British humanity. Looking at this failing
in a purely professional point of view, it appears absurd in the
extreme; since every one knows that it is the consummate art
of war to do as much as possible with quickness, decision,
and effect, at a small cost of life among the troops employed.
Writing a few pages about doing the thing does not then

- become such a great crime after all; and no doubt the General
as well as the Commodore were perfectly satisfied on this
point.

Before briefly narrating the advance, with the view of giving
a sort of continuous chain to the abstract of a separate narrative,
a few events in August and September may be noted, with some
remarks of general interest.

Rangoon, Martaban,t and Bassein were now in our possession,
to the infinite delight of the Peguese, or former lords of Burma.
The Irawady, that noble highway, or rather grand artery of
the country, was in our hands, which had enabled us for some
time to cut off the enemy’s resources.

The Bay of Bengal continued to keep up an animated scene,
and its billows rolled fresher than ever, as if they shared the joy
of the Trawady, while steamers and transports dashed across its
blue waters with brave reinforcements for the “ Army of Ava.”
Who could deny that such vigour was highly creditable to the
Indian Government? that such energy and such resources did

# Heo Appendiz No, V., in “Pegu; o Narrative.”
+ For moro information regarding the attack on Martaban, seo “Pegu,”
chap, il p. 7.
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infinite honour to our Indian Empire, which, although not a.
century since Clive won Plassey, was now the wonder and ad-
miration of the world. But in the face of this hard-won glory
there were still some good people in England—among them
those who loved above all things to make a public «show™
—who, as the great advocates of Free Trade put it, saw or
read of ¢ nothing but growth,” and for the most part talked
of “nothing but decay” |

Among those who looked back with pride to the day they
entered the old Company’s service, not the least imporfant were
the members of that army which, ¢ originating in a few ganners’
crews and factory guards, had, in the course of not quite two
centuries, swollen to that gigantic and well-disciplined host
known as the Company’s Army.”*

This army had agein sent forth a gallant portion of its
sons on another grand enterprise, as pioneers o clear the way
for justice and civilisation.

Tn the middle of August, the 1st Madras Native Infantry,
ander Colonel Goldsworthy, reached Maulmain, as the garrison
there was sadly in want of reinforcement. It was truly con-
sidered that no little responsibility was attached to guarding a
town, some three or four miles Jong, with cantonments, arsenal,
and magazine. This important capital of the Tenasserim
Provinces—so famous for its teak and timber tradet—is about
thirty-seven miles from the sea. Martaban is on the right or
north bank of the Salween river, nearly opposite Maulmain.

We now return to Rangoon, where an attack was made, on
the night of the 1dth, on the quiet village of Puzendoun—
lit., in Burmese, “the shrimp distriet ?—under our very eyes.
The chief object of attack was a house occupied by the ex-
Governor of Pegu; and the attacking party cousisted of  fifty

* # @ Boghie's Services of the Madras Artillery.”
+ For capabilities of Maulmain as & building yard for men-of-war, #oe
“Pogn,” p. 80, )
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off; but the enemy were vigorously repulsed, the ex-Governor
having fonght bravely with his small band, defending himself
in a manner, although severely wounded, worthy of the best
days of Pegu chivalry.

The Burmese at Prome, it was affirmed, were now employed
on an extensive stockade, or breastwork, ina commanding po-
sition, beyond the fire of the steamers. From ten thousand to
fifteen thousand men were reported to be in and about Prome.
There were seven thousand at Pegu, with a large bedy of
Cassay (Munnipoor) horse ; armed ocutposts between Pegu and
Rangoon ; and a large force at Beling, near Martaban. Ava
-was said fo be filled with guns; and there were the two fierce
brigades, headed by a Picton and an Uxbridge of the Burmese
army, styled the Invulnerables and the Imvincibles, who were
certainly to cut all the English to pieces! The Burmese were
not going to await attack; but they determined to attack us
when the rains abated. There were accounts from the steamers
up the river that Bandoola with the various expelled Woons,
or ex-Governors, remained at Prome. The Dalla Woon sent a
communication to Commander Tarleton proposing a conference
on the subject of the war. Tarleton replied, ““that he had no
power to entertain the subject, but that if the Dalla Woon
was duly authorised, he would guarantee him safe conduct to
Rangoon in one of the steamers.” The Woon did not accede
to this proposal, but wished to know whether, in the event of
his communicating with the Commodore, we would remain
below Prome till matters might be settled. This Tuse was so
transparent as to indicate but an indifferent opinion of our
penetration.  His Dalla Woonship was informed in reply that
nothing short of a treaty of peace between the fwo nations
would stay our proceedings. The Woon would not “‘trust him-
self to the mercy of the British General. At Ava his head
would surely have gone for losing Dalla, But m such a case
he should have been allowed to keep it on for his admirable
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iplomacy and cunning! However, the nation that produced
Lord Palmerston could hardly have been defeated by the tact
of a Burmese Woon.

At the end of August, war-steamers were despatched from
Rangoon to Madras, to bring troops for the approaching cam-
paign, The Commodore had utilised the littlé passenger-steamer
“Tire Queen,” mounted her with some 12-pounders, and
made a man-of-war of her. Captain Keighly, 49th Madras
Native Infantry, and Mr. Chisholm—the former from Martaban
and the latter from Maulmain—ere also engaged in the pre-
paration of a flotilla of boats for the conveyance of stores and
bageage in the movement upwards. At Rangoon, too, the
Avtillery were usefully employed in attempting to effect a
breach in a flank of the west face of the great stockade with
two 24-pounders and” two 8-inch howitzers, at ranges of from
four hundred to six hundred yaxds. But it was found perfectly
useless to attempt the breaching with such pieces in any reason-
able time.* We carefully examined the construction of the dense,
tough, timber wall, which, though lacking the beauty of a work
issued from the hand of a Vauban or a Cormontaigne, never-
theless had been raised on simply natural principles of sur-

L

passing strength, With two hundred pounds of powder, or
even with one hundred pounds, you can oceasionally effect a

fair breach in a strong part of a stockade. Engineers and As-
tillery are well acquainted with how to effect this often diffi-
cult and sometimes dangerous operation.

The boats of the Hon. Company’s steam-frigate  Zenobia >
were now doing some useful service about thivty milgs above
Martaban, reconnoitring various positions preparatory to an
advance. They were frequently fired on by the determined
enemy, The boats returned early in September to Maulmain,
officers and men having suffered much from fatigue and ex-

* Soo " Pogu," p. 21,
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posure. In this expedition, M. Bondville, with three boats of
the river police, also joined, and gave great assistance. Bigh-
teen canoes were captured in all. On the Ist of July the
Queen had prorogued Parliament in person, when Her Majesty,
for the first time in her reign, was pleased to allude to Burma.
There had been “an interruption of friendly relations” with
the King of Ava., The “ prompiness and vigour” of the
Governor-General of India received “ entire approbation”;
and the valour “and discipline”” of all “ the naval and military
forees, Furopean and Indian,” were causes of just satisfaction,
having led to “signal successes,” which, it was to be hoped,
would lead “ to an early and honourable peace.”

Our English Cicero, Lord Derby, had said in the House of
Lords on the 5th of April, with reference to the coming ope-
rations,—“If these steps”’ (striking a blow against Rangoon
and Martaban) “should not be sufficient before the rainy
season to induce the Burmese authorities to tender their sub-
mission and to enter info terms of peace, then it will be for the
Governor-General to consider what steps it will be his duty
to take in the arduous struggle which will be forced upon
him’}}*

On the same date (1852), in the House of Lords, Liord Ellen-
borough endeavoured to show that the Burmese war might
prove “more serious than we contemplated.” Is it not so

OUR BURMESE WARS.

with nearly every war engaged in by any nation? The un-
certainty of the issues of war is proverbial ; and none knew this
better than the great Duke of Wellington.t In the last war
with Ava,” said his lordship, “ we employed no less than forty
thousand men,” but he doubted whether “in the end ten
thousand were left fit for duty.” But the noble Barl wisely

* For a detailed account of the “ Army of Ava,” see “ Pegu,” chap. iv.
p. 83.
+ Bee His Grace's remarks on the war at the end of this Abstract.
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itted that we had undoubtedly “some advantages now we
did not possess then.”

Barly in September we became aware that there was an
“inadvertent omission,” regarding the 9th Madras Native In-
fantry, in General Godwin’s despatch published after the capture
of Bassein. When the orders for immediate landing were given,
the gallant party of Fl. M.’s 51st K. O. L. I. were followed in a
boat from the “Moozuffer” (musdfir (Arabie), “traveller”) carry-
ing some seventy grenadier and D company men of the 9th
Regiment. The soldiers and sepoys, say four hundred and
thirty, were formed up close to the river’s edge, about eighty
yards from the stockades which were manned by numbers of
the enemy. No sooner had the “Hurrah!” of the British
soldiers, and the “ Deen, deen ! 7 of the Madras sepoys rent the

 air, than the Burmese became discomfited, and fled like chaff
before the wind.” The original writer of this brave conduct
of the 9th did not think our gallant General a master in the
art of despatch writing, but asserted that our Chief had con-
ducted the campaign hitherto “ with a talent and energy worthy
of a Soult.” Whatever may have been said of the General’s
style, in conciseness of expression he was not to he excelled when
he chose, as many officers who served with him will, doubtless,
recollect. There was a good anecdote of him during the war,
for the exact truth of which we will not vouch ; but his ex-
Pression, which makes the pith of it, is certainly true. Two
vather “fast ” medical functionaries arrived at Rangoon from
Calcutta, at a time when, after the capture and during much
cholera, medical aid was in great demand. It was reported that
these two worthies were seldom sober. 'We were too busy for
courts-martial in such cases; but the following order soon ap-
peared from the General. “The undermentioned pair” (“érace,”
some said) “of Chronic Inebriates will return to Caleutta forth-

* Literally *the Faith,” used by Mussulnians; equivalont to calling on
Allah (God).

L
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forthwith, per steamer, and report themselves to the Town Major,
Fort William.” i

Tt may interest some to learn that the transports, of abouf
four or, five hundred tons, employed by the Government at Ran-
Zoon as store-ships, or stationed with the army on the Irawady,
were paid at the rate of eight or nine rupees (at par, 18s.) per
ton per month. In China the transports received twelve
rapees per ton. During the first Burmese war the enormous
snm of twenty-five rupees was given.,

On the 5th of September news reached us that Bandoola
was tired waiting at or near Prome, that he now intended to
push on to Ava, where we must go if we wished to find him.
‘The trick was not badly conceived, and deserved a hetter
cause.

On the 6th it was announced in General Orders that active
operations would be resnmed on the 18th. No more welcome
intelligence could have been given to the troops; for nothwith-
standing some comforts now enjoyed at Rangoon, they all hoped
to see more service, or to have change of scene and an active
life. The General’s order on resuming operations was very
concise, entering carvefully into every particular. The regi-
ments to embark on service were H. M.’s 18th, 51st, and 80th,
with the 9th and 35th Madras Native Infantry, and the 40th
Bengal Native Infantry.

There were two brigades, one under the command of Briga-
dier Elliot, K.H., and the other nnder Brigadier Reignolds, C.B.
Bengal and Madras Artillery, with the ever useful 8-inch
howitzers, and g light field battery, also a detail of Engineers and
Sappers, were to form a strong part of the force, now quite ready
to go to Ava or Pekin at a moment’s notice. The General
‘hoped to embark the 2nd Division three weeks after the de-
parture of the first.*

® oo Pogn,' p. 62, For reinmka on Horse Artillery, see page 3. The
¢, Troop, Madras Horse Artillery, srrivod at Rangoon on the ¥th of Beptember,
noder Mejor Burgoyne,
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BURMESE COSTUME.

&
‘e should have remarked that, at the end of August, Captain
Shadwell, of H. M.’s steamer “ Sphynx,” proceeded up the
river to relieve Commander Tarleton® in the command of the
flotilla on the Irawady. And now there was a pleasing anec-
dote of our fine old General to record. On first hearing of
Captain Tarleton’s dashing attack on Prome (already narrated),
the veteran lost his temper for the moment, took off his wig
and threw it at his aide-de-camp (so the story ran), exclaiming,
“Dash it, C —, there’s that fellow Tarleton again! he's
gone and taken the wind out of my sails|” Such is the splendid
emulation which, we trust, will ever exist in the Services while
their members are fighting for their gracious Sovereign and for
the glory of Old England !
~ We shall now try and entertain the general reader with a
sketch of Burmese

Costume.—A Burmese Feast.

The long flowing robes, which give the females of India such
a graceful and classical appearance, we look for in vain in
Burma,

The lower orders simply wear a sort of jacket, white or any
other colour—open in front; at the base or near the centre
of this garment, a robe, reaching nearly to the feet, is fixed
or tucked in round the body, just covering the lower portion
of the bosom. This robe is composed of two pieces sewn to-
gethor—the upper piece being of red cotton stuff, while the
other is frequently of silk, or, if too poor to afford it, of some
fantastica]_[}' coloured substitute. The female petticoat is styled
hta-mein.. Small shoes, or sandals, are worn by the women,
and these are extremely simple and primitive in construetion.
The wealthier females adorn themselves, but not so profuseiy
as those of Hindustan, with jewellery. The poorer classes have
the rose, ]aanune and other flowers of the Lﬂlll.lt.l"r to adorn

e oD S S S SEPEEY LE IT

if Tllﬂ present Sir 1. W., K.O.B., who was a few years back a Lord of the
Admiraliy.

L
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“their jetty tresses. The men wear a rude cloth round the
loins, with a muslin ring of turband only, displaying economy
in its strictest sense ; the higher classes wear the turband in
full, flat and ungraceful in form, with a smart jacket and
under foga,* in part tucked in like the dress of the women ; shoes
also, with a handsome dhdt complete the costume, which in
some instances is striking enough. The nob of hair, and ears
bored, also the pendent lobes, like Gautama,—the ears boasting
for the sake of ornament an unfinished cheroot or piece of wax
candle, to ensure the safety of which theholes in these valuable
organs are carefully distended,—are held in considerable im-
portance by the men of this country; nor do the fair sex
-neglect the wax candle ornament, and smoking appears with
them to be & favourite pastime, as it is also with their children,
It was amusing one day to ohserve a fruit-woman, cheroot in
mouth, attempting to bargain with an European soldier by
means of sounds and signs perfeetly unintelligible to him.
Finding that she made no impression, she took up her basket,
placed it on her head, and walked off, smoking as coolly as
possible!  Sterne could have moralised on the picture. The
Burmese children appear to be smart and intellizent. On one
occasion, while lounging down the principal street of Rangoon,
we took particular mnotice of two sharp-looking Burmese
chokerahs,i seated by the roadside, each with his little table,
and the pice counted out upon it, ready to change money for
the passers by. These juvenile money-changers, as they sat,
gave a rupee an occasional ring, tossing it with the air of men
well up to their business; they received one pice, or three pie
—the fourth of an anna or of three halfpence—for changing a
rupee.

¢ The potso of the men—of bright silk or cotion—reaches from the waist
to the ankles,

+ The universsl woapon of Burma.

1 Boys.
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e now turn to a Burmese feast when the upper terrace of
the great pagoda was crowded with Phongyees, and people,
chiefly from Kemmendine, in every variety and shade of cos-
tume. By the base of a graceful banian curiosity—beside the
old green walls of the building—sat two Phongyees, as usual in
the fashion of Gantama. One of them was praying fervently
in a moderate tone of voice, whilst the congregation, seated
around, repeated what he said* at the conclusion of each
prayer or sentence, bowing to the ground three times, The
greater portion of the.audience appeared to be women; but
several old men were there—patriarchal looking fellows, with
their long staves. At the same time all around Gautama’s
Temple din and animation reigned to the utmost—gongs sound-
ing, people talking, laughing, and praying. The sun, now
beginning to shine from a bright blue sky, aided the fantastic
heauty of the lively scene, cansing also the sacred silvery posts
to borrow beauty from its rays. Every colour for dress seemed
to have been brought into operation. Some of the females,
with Tartaric countenances not pleasant to look upon, wore
elegant handkerchiefs or scarfs over the shoulder. Several of
the small children were very fair in appearance, and were
dressed in fancy style; one with a green silk boddice, turband
of yellow and red, and silver ornament on the foot. At the
conclusion of the Phongyee’s oration, large red-painted dishes
were filled with the boiled rice, which, as offerings, in smaller
Plates, had been placed before him ; and a well-filled dish was
set aside for each cluster of applicants, who immediately com-

® % In Qoylon, upon some of the festivols, one priest reads from i-h‘o original
Pali, and another interpreta in the Vernacular Singhalesa; bub l].liB method
is nog very frequently adopted. Whenever the name of Budsl!\u.‘m mpon?ud
by the officiating priest, the people eall out simultaneously Hadfiu ! wh:ch
gives them a participation in the proceedings, and proveénts them .from going
o aloep.” ¢ Oploutta Review,” No, xxxii., Art. *Eastern Monachiem.™



& / OUR BURMESH WARS. I

ey :ﬁéﬁced their morning meal in good earnest. The women
rendered the rice palatable by means of mango-fish; ebili,
prawns, and other savoury ingredients, proving themselves not
unskilled in gastronomical science ; added to this, tumblers of
genuine glass, like our own, showed symptoms of coming civi-
lisation ; and that with more speed than in the land of Vishnu
and Siva which we have held for nearly one hundred years.*
And why is this ? simply because the people here are not
fettered by caste, nor are they subject, as the Hindus arve, to
a vile priestly dominion! Were it not so, the moral precepts
of Buddhism could not be so much more pure and efficacions
than those of Brahmanism. In Burma a woman is not her
husband’s slave but his helpmate ; you could observe this even
during the simple operation of an occasional feast. In the
Great Pagoda, say the Phongyees, or gentlemen of the yellow
robe, are deposited the hair and teeth of Gautama, in a large
gold vessel : these relics of sanctity, of course, form a chief source
of attraction to worshippers at this celebrated shrine. Ceylon
is made sacred by the tooth of Buddha—the grand tusk, which is
now under British protection. The mighty shrine of Jaganniith,
in Orissa, is said to contain the bone of Krishna; and such is
« hero-worship” in the Xast! The intelligent reader is well
able to compare it with that of the West. Without the aid of
Carlyle, he will surely find a likeness. We shall conclude our
observations on the feast by remarking that the Burmese and
Talaings of every class take off their shoes before entering on
the upper terrace of the Shwé Dagon Pagoda, and that the cir-
cumference of the base of this temple is about five hundred
yards.  The height has been already given as three hundred
and twenty-one feet. With this splendid edifice upon it; also
the smaller temples, the curious and beautiful trees, and the

* Written in 1853.
+ Boo “Rangoon,” p. 112; also plan snd geotion.
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cannot fail to command, from every diligent and inquiring
traveller, genuine admiration.

A document was said to have been found at Meaday, intended
as a report to the King of Ava, in which it was stated that more
than one thousand Furopeans were killed during the operations
against Rangoon, “and that we set more than one thousand
sentinels all round the camp to defend ourselves!” One

_ thousand sentinels, with carnest eyes, keeping watch around
the Great Shwé Dagon |—Heaven defend us !

Before the middle of September some two hundred boats
Wwere ready to assist in the transport to Prome. In every
department activity reigned; and it must have been no small
Satisfaction to our gallant General, while these preparations for
an adyance were heing carried on, to kunow that the health of
the troops at Rangoon was highly satisfactory—forming, in this
instahce, a remarkable confrast with gloomy, deadly, destructive
1824. On the 13th, the “Sphynx” and « Moozuffer,” each
with a transport, arrived with Brigadier-General Steel, C.B.,*
Brigadier McNeill (Madras Cavalry), and the whole of the 1st
Madrag Fusiliers,+ under Lieutenant-Colonel (now General)
Duke. On the 16th, the Artillery entertained General Godwin
and Staff at dinner, The warm politicians at home, on fesiive
Oceasions, never looked forward with more eagerness for a
declaration of work in esse, in @ political campaign, from the
leading Minister, than did we on this social evening while ex-
Pecting some important information as to “ coming events?”
from our gallant and distinguished guest, the Chicf of the
Army in Burma. Our worthy Brigadier (Foord) proposed the
health of the General, whom he hoped to hail, ere a few months

e L e

* Afterwards General Bir 5. W. Steel, E.0.B. 1

t For remarks on thia famuns corps, incorporated, lile the Mudras Axtillery,
in 1756, gop « Pegu,” p. 68. The 89th Regiment—Prinis in Indis—wna then
%3 oaly othor complete Enropean regiment in India. iy

L
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d passed away, as ““ Conqueror of Ava” The General-rose.
In the course of his speech he said :— With regard to Ava ”
(now it may be Mandalay), “ political as well as other reasons had
urged the necessity of staying in position at Rangoon till the
present time; what had been already effected had been perhaps
slow, but he was certain that it was sure. He hoped before six
months were over to have the grand object of the expedition
fully carried out. Without going to Ava no successful ul-
timatum could be accomplished so as to produce a lasting
peace.”

While the embarkation of the troops was going on, remarks
like the following were current at Rangoon:—The word
anneration has only to be sounded, when the Peguers (and
many Burmese resident among them) throughount the length
and breadth of the land will rise as one man, and expel the
Burmese soldiery and dacoits, and give peace and liberty to
the oppressed ryots.”

Wild flowers are mumerous in Burma in September. The
great beauty of the creeping fern is very striking during this
month, of which plant there is a great variety at Rangoon.
The maidenhair, a beautiful fern, is seen in the crevices of old
ruins and walls. A very rainy day, succeeded by a dry and
very warm one, may give an idea of the nature of the weather,
which seemed highly favourable to rapid vegetation.

Through the astonishing energy of Major Fraser, of the
Engineers, Grand Axchitect of Rangoon, and the lahours of his
assistants, a new city arose as if by magic. Ample shelter had
been afforded to the troops, evenwhile the reinforcements were
gradually pouring in; and now as the city emptied itself of a
portion of its defenders, there were almost palaces for some, and
houses for all, until another stream of life came in fo stop the
gap, as it were, among a social throng.

On the 24th, the last detachment of H. M.’s 80th, also the
head-quarters of the 85th Madras Native Infantry, with General
Sir John Cheape (Bengal Engineers) and Staff, embarked
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D “ Phlegethon.”  Meanwhile another attack on the
village of Puzendoun was expected ; so the surveying-brig
“ Krishna,” with a party of marines and seamen from H.M.S,
“ Winchester,” started to look after the creek. The ex-
Governor of Pegn was again the object of Burmese vengeance,

The P. and 0. Company’s splendid steamer ““Oriental * was
10w at Rangoon, and gave rise to not a few reflections. This
fine vesse] had, at the commencement of her career, carried
Poor Warburton, of “The Creseent and the Cross,” which made
s think that g graphic pen like his would have had an excellent
field for display in the land of the Golden Foot. Sir David
Wilkie also, the Scottish Teniers, we believe died at Malta, on
board the  Oriental.”?

On the 25th, General Godwin and Staff, with Brigadier
Foord and the Artillery, embarked on board the “ Proserpine.”
And now the whole of the Ist Division had gone from Ran-
800n, and Brigadier-General Steel was left in command.
Meanwhile there might be work to do in the southern portion
of the delta of the Irawady. The General was well aware that
before advancing with a force on Ava, if necessary, or even
being ahle fairly to secure the province of Pegu, it would be
necessary to clear the country up the Sittang river—aa)r by
taking a1and column from Martaban to Sittang, thence to Shyé.
8yeen, thence to the reported strong post of Toungeo, and
next, Perhaps, across the country to Prome. It might be politic
for such a step to succeed the recapture of Pegn, the ancient
Eingdomys capital,

With regard to the advance, the following letter was received
from Prome, at Rangoon, abeut the middle of October i—

“I have just sufficient time to give 3 detail of ovents as they
9eeurred since leaving Rangoon. The voyage was marked by a
fowy i«'llterrl.lptions in our progress towards Prome. In the first
place, the ¢ Fire Queen” and ¢ Enterprise’ steamers grounded,

*eby causing a detention of all the other steamers for three
days, Again, there was the very melancholy event of the
13 #
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miral’s death, at the Island of ¢Shouk Shay Khune.* " Tt
appears he had been taken ill on the night of the 5th; the
following day he became worse ; and he died on the afternoon
of the 7th on board the ¢Pluto,” which left for Rangoon on
the morning of the 8th. From this island, which is not more
than ten miles from Prome, we weighed and started, in all
eight steamers, at daybreak on the morning of the 9th. In two
hours we were under the hill fortifications of Prome, which
have a full command of the river. Fortunately only one shot
was fired from the hill, on the second steamer sailing abreast of
it. A few rounds of shell from the steamers soon silenced the
enemy for a time; but on our advancing a short distance higher
up the river, they fired on almost every steamer that passed,
and annoyed us very much with jinjals and musketry. The
two steamers in advance returned the firing with great pre-
cision and effect; in short, all the steamers had a share in
replying to the ineffectual firing of the Burmese. During the
greater part of the day the steamers were alternately bombard-
ing, for the purpose of landing the troops. In the afternoon,
at b p.M. (rather late to commence operations inland), H. Ms
80th, the Sappers and Miners, and the Artillery landed, taking
only two guns with us. Getting our guns ready took up a
considerable time; so that while evening was closing upon us
we had made but little progress. At length we were all busy
in securing a resting position for the night. The 80th lost
but one man, who was shot, and three were wounded that
same evening. The following morning, with the 18th Royal
Irish, and 85th Madras Native Infantry, we proceeded to the
pagoda, where we expected a sharp contest; but on our ar-
rival at the steps we found the Burmese had fled, so we quickly
ascended and took possession of the citadel. Tt is a similar

* Algo written *“ Bhonk S8hay Khenee,"! The Admiral was in his 74th yoar
—to0 sdyvanced an age for active sarvice in Burma,
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_;fdc/thc Shwé Dagon, but apparently of recent finish. The
Artillery are located in the north steps, far superior to those
of Rangoon. Since our occupation of Prome we have had no
fighting ; but now and then we hear a few stray shots between
our skirmishers and the Burmese. On the night of the 9th,
one of the 80th soldiers, whilst at his post as sentry, between
the hours of 1 and 2, was attacked by a few Burmese, who cut
off his head and left his body some distance from his post,
The remains were not found until the relief went round. This
bhappened actually within one hundred and fifty yards of where
our guns were placed, at the north gate ; and two of our sen-
tries were walking about at the time. It appears at this
Juncture, a few shots having been fired on the guard from an-
other direction, the attention of the men was diverted, giving
the Burmese ample time to accomplish their ends, They also
Carried away the sentry’s musket and belts. Since this atro-
cious murder was committed, double sentries have been planted,
Just as 1 am writing, the bugle sounds for the ¢ assembly” of
the 18th Royal Trish, one of their picquets having been attacked
a little way out by a body of Burmese.

“The country seems to have been entirely descrted for some
t‘imc, judging from the total absence of food of any sort being
found ; not even a grain of rice ; and also from the overgrown
state of vegetation. Even the roads and paths are all green
and covered with long grass. No accidents have ocemrred to
Ay of our men; nor has there been any sickness, save a fow
trifling cases, since leaving Rangoon. The hospital, an old
Poongi house, is situated within a few yards of the steps, and
is Very convenient. The General and Staff, I believe, return to

goon this evening on board thc. ** Proserpine.” Brigadier
Fourd, and his Brigade-Major, Captain Scott, also go. We are
o await the arrival of the 2nd Division ; until then, nothing
further is to be done.”

lntelligcuce of Admiral Austen’s death reached Rangoon as
Carly as the 8th of October. It is needless to say that it was

L
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received by the Naval and Military there: with a feeling of
sorrow. The gallant Admiral had been “changed into clay *’;
but then he had died in harness, while serving his country,
with his flag flying! Thus, it was neatly remarked, it is the
pride of British sailors and soldiers to die; and his memory
will be honourably associated in history with the Second Bur-
mese War.”

The “Pluto,” while reconnoitring off Prome, had been
fired upon by “ two guns well mounted on the erest of a hill,
a few jinjals, and several hundred muskets”” Then, in the
town itself, there were supposed not to be more than five
hundred Burmese troops, but numbers were said to be strongly
posted a few miles distant inland, at Euthdy-Mew. Major
Brett had accompanied the Naval Commander-in-Chief to Prome.

Just hefore the melancholy news of the Admiral’s death
arrived, the Artillery mess at Rangoon had the pleasure of
entertaining the purser of one of Her Majesty’s men-of-war—a
fine old tar of the genuine old school, which is fast passing
away, to make room, it is to be hoped, for a better. That very
day he had completed forty-one years in the Royal Navy. The
Service was now as much changed, he said, from what it was
on his entering it, as if it were altogether a Foreign Service.
He was very severe on the “young gentlemen.” The young
gentlemen were too fine now-a-days. In his time, a tumbler
between three or four, or a tin pot, or a bottle wanting the neck,
sufficed for a mess ; but now each must have his cut glass, and
he did not know what else besides. He was a promoter of
“ progress”; but, shaking his liead as he pronounced the
word, he could not help adhering to his opinion that the
“young gentlemen” were too precocious now-a-days. The
Yankees were evidently no favourites with him; and he con-
sidered their expedition against Japan® as “sheer humbug.”

# Hirange enongh, in 1864 (Tuly), we find & question in the British Seunate
about cur sending troope to Japan. Thus, it wonld seem, does destiny impel
us onwaird |
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ltgether, there was the dry humour of the true British sailor
about him which it will not be easy to forget. At this time
also, as if by way of variety, the «Moozuffer” and “ Feroze™
arrived from Caleutta with the greater portion of the Bengal
Fusiliers. On the 9th, the “ Sphynx ** came into port with the
remainder. This distinguished corps had come from Meerut,
and was under the command of Colonel Tudor,

On the 12th of October the “Pluto”’ left for Bassein with
the body of the Adwiral, for whom minute-guns were fired the
same day. The ¢ Pluto” was to relieve the  Rattler,” which
was ordered to proceed with the remains of the late Naval
Commander-in-Chief to Trincomallee.

Three most useful river steamers had now arrived at Ran-
goon, the “ Liord William Bentinck,” the “Nerbudda,” and
“ Damooda.”” The former had been sent on the 5th to Pegn,
“to see what the Burmese were about up there”; she left
well provided with ammunition.

On the 6th the head-quarters and a detachment of Bengal
Artillery, with about forty horses and numerous bullocks, and
two light field-pieces, under Major Turton, embarked on board
the steamers “ Nerbudda * and “ Damooda” for Prome. The
subaltern officers who accompanied the light field battery were
Lieuténants Willoughby, Dobbin, Ashe, and Lewes.

Some high Burman chief, who had been under the zealous
and indefatigable Captain Latter’s safo keeping, was now re-
leased, leaving, it was said, “his two sons as hostages 2 It was
likewise asserted, with what degree of truth it was impossible to
say, that the King of Ava had promised the Peguese that if
they would “join in opposing and harassing us, and finally
succeed in expelling us from the country, they should have a
prince of their own to rule over them, alid be again an nde-
pendent nation ! But these people seemed rather inclined to
say—* We shall have the British to rule over us!” As may
be well imagined the Commissariat establishments had now
sufficient work on their hands. It was pleasant enough to hear,

L
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i ﬁﬁa time¢ when poor Madras was considered to be sadly in
the background, some experienced Bengal officers declaring
there could be little doubt that in two most important ifems
we did exeel the Bengallis—in the Commissariat and in the
Medical Subordinates. However, in the former Department,
Major Budd, Captain Simpson,* and their officers, were wisely
too much occupied with the service of the State to think of
rivalry ; and there can he no doubt that in the face of many
difficulties they did their work nobly in the Second Burmese
War. Another company of Golundauze, under Captain Money,
was now added to the Artillery.f On the 16th of October the
General, Staff, and Commodore reached Rangoon from Prome.
Brigadier Foord, Captaing Scott and Robertson, and Dr. M‘Cosh
also arrived. And now we began to glean some fresh intelligence
about Prome, the city which had fallen with so little loss to
our troops. The scenery on the Irawady is for the most part
flat and uninteresting, No palm-trees, no banyans, to be seen ;
but plantain trees numerous on the banks, with abundance of
brushwood. It may here be remarked that the plantain {ruit
is as commonly used in Burma as the potato in England. {
Near the Panlang Creek the river is so narrow that two
steamers can hardly pass abreast, On nearing Prome the sce-
nery improves, becoming picturesque, and not unlike the Rhine.
At the city itself the river is more that a mile broad. Yen-
benzeik, a pretty village, with richly-wooded hills, crested with
pagodas, presents a beautiful distantview. Prome was described
10 us as boasting its few artificial as well as natural beauties, the
wood-carving there especially being very fine. The golden
pagoda likewise commanded its share of admiration. As at
Rangogn, the Burmese had removyed the old town from the
beach, or rather from the bank of the river. Regarding the

# COhief of the Bengal Commissariat.
+ The fth Company, 9th Battalion, Bengal Artillery.
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_ mientioned act of cutfing off the European sentry’s
eaH/ General Godwin had written to Bandoola, through Cap-
tain Smith, the Burmese interpreter, protesting against the
barbarous murder, and reminding the chief that on a treaty
being concluded the act would be one of the first for which he
should be called on to give an account. Although we imagine
Bandoola had very little to say to the business, yet we believe
that the General’s excellent letter, which also remarked on the
way in which we treated our prisoners, was not without a
salutary effect. The four steamers* which had come down with
the General and Commodore made the passage in forty-eight
hours ; they were just thirteen days in going up, including the
time lost by the “ Fire Queen” having stuck in her progress
through the Irawady. The  Sesostris ” now acted as a sort of
troop and guard ship off Prome. The once noble war-steamer
had of course been lightened counsiderably previous to her
voyage up the river. Portions of the 2nd Division, including
H. M’s 51st, were now ordered to hold themselves in readiness
to proceed to Prome at a moment’s notice. Rangoon became
once more a scene of bustle and preparation. By the 22nd of
October the intelligence was generally spread that the King
of Ava had sent down for Bandoola to come into the royal
presence. He was ordered to appear before the Golden
Foot in the dress of a woman, having disgraced himself
by losing his army in July. Bandoola would not go, as he
feared the King, or perhaps the loss of his head more. The
- wily chief thervefore thought it wise to leave his stockade at or
near Euthdy-Mew,} and come over to the English. He did
so—delivered himself up to Sir John Chew and was now a
prizoner on board the © Sesostris,” i

* The “ Proserpine,” “ Phlegothon,”  Mahanuddy,” and “ Firo Queen.”

t Three thousand or four thonsand men were reported to be at Bnthiy-
Mow.
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On the 25th the Burmese had a grand ceremony on the
upper terrace of the Great Rangoon Pagoda, which consisted in
putting up an immense orange-coloured cloth round the bell
end of the vast exterior of Gautama’s Temple. They likewise
put one up round the smaller pagoda near it. These cloths are
sometimes sent by people to the Phongyees from distant parts,
as substitntes for attending the sacred feasts »nd meetings at
Rangoon, where it is considered all such assemblies are of vast
importance.

On the following day there was another grgnd Gautamaic
display, that of placing the drooping muslin pipe* encircled by
orange-wreaths, in the foliage of the beautiful banian tree, in
which it appeared to he hlown about so gently as if simply
intending to woo the air, To others must be left the pleasant
task of informing the public on this ceremony, which, on the
present occasion, was carried 'on during the striking of gongs
and the clamour of a vast mixed Burmese assembly.t The
pagoda at Prome, they say, is dedicated to the Hare by no
means an unimportant dedication in the religion of Gantama.
It may not interrupt in any very serious manner the chain of
this narrative if we here remark, to satisfy the curiosity of
those interested, that Gautama—the fourth or last Buddha—is
supposed to have been a hare in one of his previous transmi-
grations. A hare in Burmese is yon. Yong-meng signifies the
Hare-Governor—that is in a measure among the Burmese the
present ruler of the Universe, There are said to have been
twenty-eight Buddhas originally in all ; twenty-three have ap-
peared in different successive worlds previous to the present
world ; of the remaining five four have appeared, the fifth is yet
to come. The inferior celestial regions are said to be inhabited

# Bome of the Burmese style this Tan-hgun. Tan-hgun Deing, according to
Chase, means “ fag-post.”

+ After twelve or fifteen days the eloths and ornaments are removed firom
the temples, trees, and sacred posts.
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1. Kincaid said there were about sixteen hells in the Budd-
hist religion; but the number varied. During a journey to
Ava he had seen some very curious infernal resemblances en-
graved on palm leaves. Time would not permit our waiting to
hear the learned lecturer enter fully into his interesting subjeet,
so we merely glean the following information,—that the four
states of suffering or punishment in general use are hell—
transmigration into insects, reptiles, and fish—transmigration
into animals—and the abode of the fallen Nats under the
Mayenmo hill. Then, again, the worshippers of Gautama
entertain the hope of being numbered among those who by
some miraculous change have become “raised above the com-
mon destinies, passions, and infirmities of human nature”” The
Pali word Niebban, already alluded to, means annihilation,
or emancipation from all evil. By some it is believed to be a
state of total aunihilation, by others a state of perfect tranquil-
lity and abstraction, like the quiet visage and demeanour of the
wooden or alabaster Gautama. And now, after all this mix-
ture of sublimity and absurdity, many Burmese think that the
greatest glory of the present Phya (god), the fourth Gautama,
on the appearance of the last or maistree (chief) Buddha in-
carnate, will be again to breathe in and assume the form of a
hare! Perhaps in these wild beliefs it is not too much to trace
the origin of such a remark as that put by Shakspeare into the
mouth of Ophelia :—** They say the Owl was a baker’s daughter;
we know what we are, but know not what we may be”

The river steamers with any intelligence from Prome were
always welcome to the guid nunc sojourners at Rangoon, At
this time we learned that there had betin several cases of cholera
in the monastery at Prome, where the 80th had taken up their
abode. A detachment of H.M.s 5lst had already left ; the
remainder was now in orders to proceed on the 27th, A
portion of 'the 40th Bengal Native Infantry had embarked for
Prome; and ancther portion of Major Reid’s Horse Battery,
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nder Lieutenants Anderson and Fraser, was about to leave
Rangoon for that important scene of rendezvous.

On the 26th of October the 10th Bengal Native Infantry, of
the 2nd Bengal Brigade, arrived. The admirable state of disci-
pline which, at a critical time, preparatory to crossing the Kala
Panee—literally the dark water—distinguished this fine corps,
was a subject of eulogium throughout Bengal. It was said that
emissaries from certain maleontent corps in that Presidency
Lad been trying to dissuade the 10th from crossing the water ;
but like good soldiers they were true to the last to their
honourable and liberal masters ; and the regiment arrived, after
roughing it a little, in splendid condition at Rangoon. Colonel
Dickenson, who had heen appointed to command the 2nd
Bengal Brigade, might well be proud of his corps, which now
fell under the command of Major Welchman. No doubt the
10th * wondered at the idea of, for one moment, a soldier not
going where he was ordered, The chief fault, however, in
the case of any native corps, did not lie with the Bengal sepoy
but in the Bengal system. We certainly have ordered these
matters better in Madras; and there can be no question but
that the Bengal sepoys should be enlisted to go anywhere and
do anything according to the call of duty.t

On the 27th it was announced that a chief recently captured
was the adopted son of the late Rangoon governor. He said
that his father would come in; but having fired upon our flag
of truce he was afraid to do so. A female, described as the
wife of the adopted, likewise appeared as a warlike Rosalind in
man’s clothes. Gathering information from the Prome party
was now not an unimportant cccupation among the doings at
Rangoon. We were not surprised to hear from one or more
quarters that the General was annoyed at not having had a

# Nob a Genaral Servics Corps.
T This waa eventnally well manifested by them in the eall for Indian
titive troops during the late Russo-Turkish war.
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: Mﬂ action at Prome. It was natural also that he should
—“have been irritated by the navy during its previous progress

on the river, having, after procuring wood and provisions, left
the friendly villagers to the mercy of the Burmese soldiery.
The naval officers present on these occasions, of course, were
not to blame; they simply obeyed orders, but they never
should have been there. Immediately after Captain Tarleton’s
operations on the Irawady, which few will now look upon in
their originally intended light, that of a surveying expedition,
the naval force under Captain Shadwell—finding, as it must have
done, that it could only afford very inadequate protection to
the friendly population in the important towns and villages on
the river’s banks—should have been withdrawn. Its presence
only held out false hopes of protection to people who might
have sought refuge elsewhere.* Some may therefore insist on
the fact that the unsupported presence—there is no necessity
to say advance—of the steam flotilla on the Irawady was the
cause of much misery to the friendly people of the country.
It doubled Burmese vengeance against our allies. Had there
been none of this naval meandering before the regular advance
of the army in the steamers, the General might have found a
determined and powerful enemy to resist his oceupying a po-
sition at Prome. A blow might then have been struck at the
ancient city itself which might have annihilated the Burmese
army, and at once have forced the Golden Foot to any terms
we might have chosen to dictate. Numbers of course will
dissent from these opinions ; itis utterly impossible to argue
on such a subject with satisfaction to all parties; but there is
one thing certain, that all concerned were interested in serving
the State faithfully and well ! A '

* The indefatigable exertions of Captain Shadwell, R.N, and of Major
Broth, in defonding Shouk Shay Khenee, with Her Majesty's allics, against
numbers of Burmess, wave worthy of thie highest praise.
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the 30th of October the report of an attack by the
urmese on Henzada reached Rangoon. It was simply a
“brush * with the enemy at that important position, beside the
junction of the Bassein river with the Irawady. Captain
A. Becher, of the 40th Bengal Native Infantry, with only one
company of his regiment, highly distinguished himself on this
occasion by his promptitude and gallantry in repelling the
Burmese, for which he received the thanks of General Godwin.

By the end of the month nearly the whole of H. M.s 51st
and the 40th Bengal Native Infantry had embarked for Prome,
On the arrival of the 9th Madras Native Infantry, either there
or at minor posts on the river, the whole of the 2nd Division
would have left Rangoon. On the 29th, TL.M.S. “ Hastings *
had left for Madras, homeward bound.

On the 1st of November a ferrific explosion took place, which
few will forget during their lives if they were at the time on
the upper terrace of the Great Dagon Pagoda,—the discharge of
heavy artillery, the rattling peals of thunder, will not describe
it. Tt was like some demon inside the earth growling for a
considerable length of time with a terrible power, certainly not
of this world ; the noise wound up by the fury of Jupiter in full
play, hurling about the bolts which Vulean is reputed to have
forged for Jove! Tt turned out to be the explosion of a small
magazine near the theatre, to the southward, where there were
many boxes and barrels of ammunition and some powder. The
explosion set fire to the temple of Thalia, which soon appeared
in one huge and dangerous blaze.* The large magazine on the
west was immediately occupied by men with buckets. Through
the exertions of the troops this important building was saved ;
if it had not heen, few of us would have been left alive-to tell
the tale. The casualties amounted to three Burmese and two
or three of the native lascars killed and wounded. Pieces of

# This plessant place of amusement, with all its excellent scenery, was
eotirely desiroyed.
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THE DEATH OF WELLINGTON.

Wwood, fiery gun-wads, and musket balls,* were sent into the
air with terrific force; and an artillery Buropean gunner, who
Was sentry over the upper magazine at the time, was lifted
some feet off the ground! A committee of three field officers
assembled at the Artillery Mess-house to inquire into the
cause of the explosion, and to ‘report on the extent of damage
done; and the impression at length became weneral that it
was accidental.

Akouk-toung,+ it was now said, had been occupied by the
Burmese with two guns. On the 8th of November five dacoits
were caught by the Thoogyee (Judge) of Dalla. One of them
was described to be the leader of five hundred men of the
King’s army ; the titles given him by Royalty were engraved
on palm leaves; these were carried by his servant.

On the 11th a company of the 9th Madras Native Infantry,
and one from the Bengal Fusiliers were sent to Puzendoun
and Dalla, respectively, as a guard to the friendly inhabitants
in these near positions to Rangoon. Attacks by the Burmese
had rendered such measures necessary.

On the 12th, the melancholy news reached us of the death of
Britain’s greatest warrior—Wellington | The “Times” was
magnificent in its eulogium on the departed hero who had
“EXHAUSTED NATURE AND EXHAUSTED GLORY.” But indeed all
the leading journals seemed to vie with each other in doing
honour to his memory. We do not believe that on any previous
oceasion so much graphie, elegant, and impressive writing had
been poured forth by the Press.§

The 4th Regiment of Local Sikh Infantry arrived on the
12th at Rangoon. Major Armstrong’s corps was regarded as
quite a curiosity in Calcutta, and its" appearance here was con~

# Bome of these actually. came through the thatch of the anthor's hongs,
thoogh some hundred yards away from, and about forty feet ahove, the maga-
zina.

1 On the right bank of the river, some fifteen miles helow Prome,

I His Grace's valuahle opinion on the Second Burmese War wus probably
thie last given by the “Iron Duke* on the familiar subject of & oampaign,
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ered to be an event of no ordinary importance* The
Ramghur Cavalry also arrived. On the 15th news reached ns
from Prome that a force had proceeded to Akouk-toung, and
had captured four guns. Another had landed at the stockade
opposite Prome. The enemy were completely surprised by the
tars and troops. Landing at different places, the gallant sailoxs
and marines drove the Burmese into the hands of our soldiers,
who made quick work of a large number of them, with little
loss on our side. Upwards of ninety Burmese were said to
have been killed.

News of a sad nature from Prome informed us of the death
of Captain Rundall of the Madras Engineers, commanding the
corps of Madras Sappers and Miners in Burma. This excellent
officer had served with distinction in the Chinese war. His
gallantry on the field in Burma has already been alluded to
in the second part of this Abstract. He was a zealous soldier,
of high talent, and of the most exemplary character ; and he
died in the prime of life beloved and regretted by all. In him
another had been added to the list of worthy men who had
fallen by a stronger hand than that of the enemy.

It may be recollected by the reader of the former
narrative that early in June 1852 a force of between two
hundred and three hundred men, under Major Cotton, left
Bangoon to attack the city of Pegn. The troops did their
work in what may be called dashing style, while exposed fo the
fierce rays of a burning sun. The enemy were driven out,
but did not suffer very great loss. It was then much to be

# The following is an analysis of the men then composing the 4th Sikh
Infantry :—

“ Bikha . . . . . . 50D
Afghuns = . . ‘| . 160
Punjabees . . . .+ 100
Goorkhas and Hindostanis v 150—900."

The Governor-General, it wos said, had paid the Bikhs the high compliment
of visiting them ; and the regiment had been furnishod with percnssion arms,
which; at Rangoon, with the British bayonet, they seemed to carry with as
much pride ag the British soldier,

0
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% &
2 tBgretted that General Godwin could not afford troops for the

permanent occupation of Pegu, Thereal capture and occupation
were now to come.

By the middle of November four river steamers were under
orders for Pegu, to convey a force consisting of three hundred
of the Bengal Fusiliers, three hundred of the Madras Fusiliers,
four hundred of the 5th Madras Native Infaniry, with small
detachments of Artillery and Sappers, and two guns. Brigadier
M‘Neill of the 2nd Madras Brigade was appointed to command.
The Bengal Fusiliers were under Colonel Tudor, the Madras
under Major Hill, the 5th companies under Major Shubrick,
and the Artillery under Captain Malloch of the Bengal army.
The Sappers were under Lieutenants Shortland and Harris.
General Godwin was to accompany the force, when it was to
be expected with his accustomed energy he would superintend
operations. The troops embarked on Friday morning, the 19th
of November, at daybreak, and anchored the next day at sunset,
a little below Pegu. In consequence of the shallowness of the
river the steamers were not engaged. The force landed on the
morning of Sunday the 2lst, amidst a dense fog. The fatigue
endured by the troops was very great, and the casualties in this
gallant affair were considerable. The Grenadiers and Rifle
companies of the bth Madras Native Infantry, under Captain
Wyndham, were on board the ¢ Mahanuddy.” The following
notes may be sclected as containing at least a faithful aceount
of the capture and occupation of Pegu :—

“My detachment (5th M. N. I.), all ranks included, was
400 strong; 280 were with me in the foremost steamer, the
¢ Bentinck,” the remainder with General Godwin in the ¢ Ma-
hanuddy.’ At noon, on the 19th, we first sighted armed
Burmese; that night we were aground about seven miles below
Pegu. I was requested to furnish strong picquets on the
eastern bank for the protection of the steamers. Captaing
Watts and Nicholls were sent with their companies, ‘I visited
all the sentries, who were in. a jungle so dense they could not

14
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be seen at a distance of 20 yards one from the other. On
the afternoon of this day I had accompanied Captains Lambert
and Seymour, R.N., who attended the expedition—the former
in charge of all the gun-hoats, the latter as an ¢ amateur’—and
Captain Digby of the ‘Bentinck,” in an armed cutter up the
river, which we found staked, but of sufficient depth. We
rowed till the noise of shouting from a vast multitude, about
150 yards ahead of us, told us we were discovered. The town
proved to be Pegu, and the people its inhabitants. I concluded
those armed among them were not there, but at their respeetive
posts awaiting the arrival of our force, of which the smoke of
the steamers and the guns we had been compelled to fire had
given them notice, for we were not interfered with. At 10
P.M. our piequets were attacked, and a sharp fire poured upon
them, which was as prompily returned.

“On the 20th, at daybreak, we advanced about a mile or so,
the tide having fallen. I was requested to furnish companies
on either bank, for the clearance of the jungle. Captain Watts
and Lieutenant Whitlock performed this duty, aided by all
spare hands from the steamer, and several men of H, M.s ship
¢ Fox,” under Mr. Daws, who all worked with right good will.
In the course of the day we exchanged many shots with the
Burmese, who, before and after the return of the working
parties, came boldly down and delivered their five on the
steamer. At 5 p.m. the remaining steamers appeared in sight;
we weighed and proceeded about two or three miles, and
dropped anchor. I was again called on for a strong piequet —
this time on the western bank—which I accompanied and
placed in person, under Lieutenants Maud and Cloeté. About
7 p.u. General Godwin arrived, and directed me to have my
detachment drawn up on the Pegu bank, at 6 4., the next
morning. The Sappers also came with the Artillery, and
yemained on board for the night, the former under Captain
Elliot, Bengal Engineers, being engaged for a couple of hours
during the night scarping the bank for the easier ascent of the
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two 2d4-pounder howitzers the next morning. The river is
very narrow where the landing took place, but the banks are
very steep. The scene on board that night, so crowded as we
were by the new arrivals, beggars all deseription.

“At 4 A (November 21st) the 5th got under arms, and
about a quarter to 5 the landing began. We were soon formed
up, as ordered, occupying a grove of plantains. The Rifles
and Grenadier companies shortly joined me; and by 6 ..
General Godwin in person came and gave me his orders; they
were, in the advance on Pegu, or any other movement which
might take place, to keep up with the Madras Fusiliers, and
not lose sight of them. Supposing the following to be a rough
sketch of Pegu, the position of the troops will be clearer to you :—

3 Pagoda l
E| Town of Pegu.| on |
Platform.
vl |
MPAF |
i ] 2 Townof Pegu. | .
CRR- - | 3
58 c
{ g £
g'go Wall 1¢ miles.
~g L A
Bouth.
.2 L
i M,F. 4 "B.F.5
5th N.I. M.F. Jungio.
o IR S ) in line,
P i B.F.
=i — @ in line,
S e ‘é Jungle. or column, Jungle.
—_— = ® not known.
Y B
1. Gateway. 2. Gun-boata. 3. “Bentinck ’ and other steamors.
4. M, F.—Muadras Fuosiliers. 6. B. F.—Bengal Fusiliora,
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« At a quarter past 6 .. the firing began from the jungle,
close round and about the troops. Four or five casualties im-
mediately occurred. General Godwin, who was ever in the
front, was reconmoitring. The advance was first contemplated
through the jungle, between the river and the wall, and the
Bengal and Madras Fusiliers, feelers from both, were pushing
in that direction ; but the severity of the fire proved the Bur-
mese were there in a strong position, and a flank movement
parallel with the south wall, and distant about one hundred and
fifty yards from it, was begun and continued for nearly two
miles through breast-high grass and a dense—most dense—
jungle. Before the movement a working party, covered by the
Rifles of the b5th, was sent forward to clear a track, and
nobly they did their work, the whole force following as they
best could, scattered here and there in single and double files
over the whole way, a heavy fire pouring upon them for four
hours and a half. The guns and Sappers, the former covered
by the Grenadiers of the 5th, had been hurried meanwhile to
the front. Advantage was taken, wherever it could be had, of
a good bank to pour in volley after volley; but of eourse the
whole force was greatly scattered. The sun was fearful, and
the fatigne very great. By the time General Godwin had ar-
rived with the working party, Rifles, and hindmost portion of
the Bengal Fusiliers opposite the gateway which was to be
stormed, it was discovered that most were dead beat, and that
gome time must elapse before anything like proper columns
could be formed. By dint of great exertions the hest part of
the Bengal, and about half of the Madras, Fusiliers were at
last got together, allowed breathing time,—the Rifles forming
a Tine of skirmishers in their front,—then nobly harauzied by
teneral Godwin, and, with a British cheer, let loose on the gate
and the crumbling wall, the diteh here having little water in it.
MThe fire while the columns were being forined was very severe,
and opposite the gate and at the sonth-west portion of the wall,
where the Gth were first formed up, was the“severest expe-

= e



first of all the assailants, and conspicuons throughout the day.

Passing the gateway, the storming parties drove the Burmese,

now flying to the westward, fast before them, and then retrac-
ing their steps, made as rapidly as they could for the pagoda,

about a short mile distant. Here some volleys were ex-

changed, and Pegu was in our possession. This was about

noon.

“All this time the 5th, that is the remaining portion of
them, with the remaining half or so of the Madras Fusiliers,
were returning the severe fire at extended order, as they best
could, along the south face of the wall, but eollected within
three-fourths of a mile or so of the river, knowing nothing of
what was going on ahead, the firing permitting no sounds
of any kind to reach them. Once only a staff officer, Cap-
tain Darroch, came down, and noticing the heaviness of the
five, directed me, in my flank march, not to lose sight of the
possibility of the Burmese occupying the intervening space
between the left of my line and the field hospital, which had
been formed on the spot where the 5th landed. At noon,
another staff officer came down and hurried the Madras Fusi-
liers on my right, and the 5th, up to the pagoda. Our fire,,
doubtless, kept the Burmese from passing along the whole
length of the south wall, as General Godwin moved in that
direction, and in fact quite disconcerted their plans, for they
were not prepared for an assault where it was made; and keep-
ing up a steady and rapid fire, they were so held in check
between the two points. The Rifle company had one officer
wounded severely, Licutenant Whitlock ; two privates killed,
aud five wounded ; the Grenadiers none. About the centre,
between the south-west angle and the place of assault, the five
was far Jess severe af {imes, and in my remaining detachment
T lost one officer; Lieutenant Cloeté severely wounded ; one
havildar killed ; and two privates wounded.”

By the 24th the General, with the greater portion of the
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under Major Hill. He was, on the whole, pleased with the
gallant affair, thongh he had to lament the loss of several
brave officers and men. About to storm the pagoda, our
gallant Chief “nobly harangued the troops,” in a practical
style seldom surpassed. “Now,” he said to the Fusiliers,
“you are Bengallis, and you are Madrassis; let us see who are
the best men 1” A deafening cheer—a rush—and all was over !
Pegu had fallen ; but, we trusted, only fo rise in greater beanty
than ever! Our loss was three officers wounded; one, Lieu-
tenant Cook, of the Commissariat, mortally ; and from thirty-
five to forty of the men, Europeans and sepoys, were killed
and wounded. Tswo or three officers were disabled by the sun,
among them the worthy Brigadier, Malcolm M‘Neill* They
were fighting from 7 a.a. till 1 2.

All zealous soldiers should, we thought, come to this country
and learn what fatigue is, fighting with the enemy in ambush,
under a Burmese sun! Had there been carriage, it is highly
probable that the General would have gone on to Sittang and
Beling.

Brigadier Flliott, commanding the 1st Madras Brigade, with
Captain Manners and Lientenant Pilmer, Staff, had now left
for Prome. Intelligence had arrived at Rangoon of the death
of Captain Gardner,* of the 40th Bengal Native Infantry, at
Akouk-toung, One story went that he was out patrolling—
the “Enterprise” lying off Akouk-toung, high and dry the
while—and going rather far into the jungle, he suddenly came
upon a work of the enemy; a jinjal was fired at him, and he

# (Genersl Godwin bestowed his thanks on the following officers in his
Degpatoh : —Brigadier M‘Neill; Commander BShadwell, Lieutenant-Colonel
Todor, Majors Hill and Shubrick, Majors Mayhew and Boulderson, Captains
Malloch, Brown, Hamilton, Darroch, Burne, Renaud, Latter, and Chads, A.D.C.
The enemy was stated to have amounted o upwards of five thousand men.

¥ Killed on the 19th November.
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; shot through the head; a havildar, in trying fo recover
the body, was shot also. He was, we were informed, a son of
the Henourable Lieutenant-General Gardner of the Royal Ar-
tillery, and had just been appointed a brigade-major on the
permanent establishment. He was a man of considerable
ability, and his kindly disposition could not fail to strike one
immediately on coming in contact with him.

Sixteen iron 9-pounders having arrived, chiefly for the defence
of the second terrace of the Great Pagoda, Colonel Anstruther,
with his usual practical knowledge and zeal in all maftters re-
lating to Artillery,—on the efficiency of which, there cannot be
the shadow of a doubt, the security, offensive as well as defen-
sive, of all nations chiefly depends,—allowed several officers to
peruse an excellent paper he had written on the expediency of
having all iron 9-pounder guns reamed out to 12-pounders, so
as to throw a 12-pounder shot.* The 24-pounder was the
fayourite breaching gun in the Peninsula—at Badajoz and at
St. Sebastian. But the weight of the iron 9-pounder reamed
to a 12 is more than half the weight of a 24-pounder gun.
Weight should be dispensed with on land service as much as
possible. It is a terrible drawback, especially in such countries
as Burma, With the Navy weight is of little or no consequence.
Robing’ rule—‘“the strength of iron is as the quantity of
metal ”—fully sanctions the general introduction of all
9-pounders (iron) being reamed out to 12%s. Again, Colonel
Anstruther proved by experiment that a 12-pounder reamed
up to an 18, with carronade windage, is superior to all 18-
pounders now in use for land service. Those who uphold the
use of weighty guns on land forget the vast amount of toil and
trouble necessary to bring them alotig. Reaming, such as pro-

* It wust be kept in mind that these remarks were writtena good many
years ago, before the improvements of Armstrong, Whitworth, and others
astonished the world.
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posed, improves the windage, and diminishes the weight of our
ndian train,

The country about Pegu was deseribed to be in an unculti-
vated state; the Peguese had, on account of the war and its
effects, neglected to till the ground.* It seemed for the time
as if a beautiful and fertile province were on the verge of
rain.

Major Reid, with two guns of his horse battery, em-
barked for Prome on the 26th of November. A company
of the 9th Madras Native Infantry also left for Yangain-
chainya. i

On the 27th we received intelligence that the chief who had
80 distinguished himself at Puzendoun had managed to destroy
some three hundred or four hundred of the enemy who were
escorting rice to various posts. This, with the fact of an
attack having already been made on the newly captured city
of Pegu, showed very plainly that there were some desperate
characters about. The news of this latter affair was not unex-
pected by many, and the receipt of it was considered to be of
little importance,

On the 6th of December poor Walter Cook was no more,
A finer young officer than this (of the 22nd Madras Native
Infantry) never stepped. The author had served with him in
the field among the jungle regions of Orissa (in 1848), where
his ardent temperament and zeal for the public service were
conspicuous in a remarkable degree.

Pegu had been attacked a second time by the Burmese, on
which occasion it was said a large party of the enemy went to
an old house where we had formerly lodged a piequet, and fired
away for about two hours. The quarters had heen vacated
some days before this act of gallantry on their part; some two

" % Tt s during the months of June, July and August, that the Burmese
Plough, sow, and harrow the ground after their own fashion.



seeking Major Hill’s protection.

It is now fime to turn our entire attention for a while to
this important quarter; but it may be well to chronicle a few
events before leaying Rangoon. The headquarters of Artillery
left for Prome on the 9th of December. A French officer,*®
who had established himself as a favourite, appeared on the
morning of packing up, and gave a few suggestions as an old
campaigner. In June he had come over in the “Emperor™
from Calcutta, and was then said to have been employed by
the Golden Foot. He struck not a few of us as being a sen-
sible and well-spoken man. He had done everything and had
been everywhere. He had served in the Brazils, in Africa, in
Spain, and in Portugal. ¢ The Burmese,” said the Adventurer,
“were very brave behind a stockade or a breastwork, but they
knew nothing of regular warfure.” He had a particular horror
at Royalist France being turned into the country of a republic.
General Godwin now cared little about what the French officer
did, although he considered himself on parole and under sur-
veillance. But things were very different in June, when it was
thought necessary to send the « Fire Queen ” and “ Berenice,”
on her voyage from Calcutta, to bring the © Emperor” in
sight of the Commodore, and our Adventurer before the
General —The evening before the departure of the Prome
party (8th) was saddened by the death of Brigadier M‘Neill,
already mentioned as having been disabled by the sun in the
operations against Pegu. He never recovered from the fa-
tigne and exposure attending the capture. He was of the

, old school, an excellent and gallant officer, and a great favourite
in the army. ’

On the afternoon of the 9th mtclhrrcnce arrived that Pegu

% D'Orgoni, afterwards the famons * goneral,” of Avya celobrity,
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““vas surrounded or besieged. Two hundred Fusiliers and quan-
tities of ammunition were ordered to be shipped immediately

“To the rescue ! ” was the thought of every officer and soldier
in Rangoon,
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CHAPTER I1.

THE BURMESE INVESTMENT OF PEGU.—CRITICAL POSITION
OF MAJOR HILL AND HIS TROOPS.—SUMMARY OF MILI~
TARY TRANSACTIONS.

Ir seemed to be General Godwin’s policy to retain Pegu as a
most important military position. He had won it after a
rather severe conflict, but yet the fact appeared to have escaped
him that the Burmese set any great value upon it. Might
there not be a combination among the hostile villages of the
Sittang Valley to recapture it? On the 22nd of November all
the troops, with the exception of two hundred Madras Fusiliers
under Major Hill, two hundred of the 5th Madras Native
Infantry under Captain Wyndham, two guns, with a small de-
tachment of European Artillery, and some Madras Sappers, were
ordered to return to Rangoon. The news that a small garvison
was left to defend the ancient fortress and all the inhabitants
of the country who chose to come under our protection, was
not long in reaching the Burmese camp. Perhaps at this time
1t was thought by the enemy that they could stand a defeat, but
could not bear to be despised. Tt certainly does seem strange
that our Military Commander did not calculate on a speedy

L
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that on the General’s return to Rangoon there was every
chance of his proceeding as soon as possible to take the field
at Prome. Rangoon was now in a position to have afforded a
considerably greater military force at Pegu than what was left
there. Very different was it from the month of June when
the first capture took place. The plans of the campaien were
then, it appeared, in a slow and uncertain state of development,
and it was probably prudent at such a time not to draw away
troops from our chief conquest. But now, through the un-
ceasing exertions of the Engineers and Sappers, much had been
done to the fortifications of Rangoon, and npmerous pieces of
ordnance had arrived to strengthen thatnoble fortress. Allow-
ing for the absence of a division of the army at Prome, and
troops elsewhere, some three hundred or four hundred men
more, one hundred and fifty of these at least Europeans, conld
have been left with case to garrison Pegu.

As soon as the night of the 24th of November the enermy
made an attack upon our gun-boats, but were immediately
repulsed. TLate in the evening of the 27th they made a most
daring attack on all sides of the pagoda, but as the garrison
turned out in a few minutes, they were at once vigorously
repelled. The troops remained on the alert till morning, when
on examining the ground several dead Burmese were seen, A
most desperate attack had likewise been made upon the gun-
hoats in the river and the Commissariat Guard.

About 8 o’clock on the morning of December 6th, the enemy
—infantry and cavalry—surrounded the pagoda, and attacked us
in great force. They continued to amnoy us with jinjals and
musketry all that day and during a great part of the night,
and succeeded in driving off a large herd of the Pegu buffaloes.

From the 7th till the 18th inclusive, the enemy, according
to one of the besieged, were firing jinjals and musketry day
and night, On the 11th two gun-boats arrived from Rangoon
-with stores and ammunition ; but these were driven back after
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sing several men#* The gallant beseiged were now doing
their utmost, animated during their unceasing toil with the
hope of a speedy reinforcement. Major Hill had sent in three
or four bold messengers to Rangoon. The foe seemed deter-
mined to drive the small band from Pegu ; in addition to their
rude iron and leaden balls, small brass representations of
Gautama, pieces of iron, necks of bottles, even stones, or
round lumps of granite brought hither for the purpose, were
fired on our troops from every quarter. Truly the position of
Major Hill was at this time hardly less critical than that of the
immortal Clive at the famous defence of Arcot. The Burmese
had managed to bring a gun of considerable size into a com-
manding position, which dealt forth several deadly missiles.
According to another of the besieged, spent balls hit some one
or other very frequently ; several of our men were thus wounded
at night and not discovered till the morning.

Before turning to the Relief of Pegu, it may be well to give
a summary of military transactions in November and December
1852, and January 1858, at this bravely manned post.

The sketch is from the manuseript notes of a distinguished
officer present throughout this arduous service :—The besieging
chief Moung-Kyouk-Loung’s entire force consisted of eleven
thousand men, disposed as follows:—two thousand men at

# Seo Appendix No. VIIL, “ Pegun,” p. 469. On the 10th, Captain Shadwell
proceeded with the war-boats to Pegu, also the * Nerbudda ™ with the Fusi-
liera. Bome seventy-five ronnds per gan had been shipped on the evening of
the 9th with the greatest speed, throngh the energy of Captains Voyle and
Robertson. At 3 r.u. of December 11th, we received the disastrons intelligence
that the boats under Uaptain Shadwell and the steamer had been compellod
toreturn. The enemy being in vast nombers and more determined than ever,
he wizely returned for reinforcements ; but not without the war-boats—con-
taining also Captain Malloch and o smiall party of Huropean Bengal Artillery-
men—hayving had an affair with the Burmese, in which oor loss was a sergeant
and two men of the Artillery killed, and two or three wonnded ; also several
marinea. and enilors killed, and many wounded. It was a serious affair, and
the whole required and received immediate attention. '
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men at Sittang, thirty-two miles east of Pegu; and eight thou-
sand at Pegu,* which latter force opposed the British troops
on the 21st of November 1852. In addition to the small body
left to garfison the pagoda—which post was under the com-
mand of Major W. Hill of the 1st Madras Fusiliers—to keep
the river clear of the enemy’s boats passing by, two gun-hoats
were also left at Pegu under the command of Lieutenant Mason,
R.N., of HM.S. “Fox.” Each boat carried a 12-pounder
howitzer and 12-pounder rockets. The boats were completely
hidden from the pagoda by thick belts of bamboo jungle,
which grew up to within one hundred yards of the great
temple.

General Godwin had left the once famous capital of an in-
dependent kingdom, assured that no force would again assemble
in that part of the province. So little did he think of the
enemy daring to attack the garrison of Pegu, that he left a
Peguese chief, by name Moung-Loung, with about fifty fol-
lowers, to induce the families of the inhabitants to come in,
settle themselves quietly in their houses, and re-people the then
almost ruined and deserted city., But this glorious consum-
mation was not in the order of things; and, as has been seen,
was not destined to be accomplished. Tt was too much, after
losing the Shwé Dagon—the stronghold of Gautama—to lose
also the Shwé-madoo Praw, which for so many centuries had
towered in sublime magnificence to the skies. Some idea of
what the troops had to defend may be gained from the fol-
lowing particulars :—The pagoda stands upon three terraces ;
the upper one contained the troops of the garrison and the
commissariat stores; the upper platform was nearly a square,
each side of which measured from two hundred and ten to two

* Under Moung-Gyee, the Jommander-in-Chief's brother-in-law.
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ndred and twenty yards* A low brick wall, three feet high,
had formerly enclosed the upper platform. The dilapidation of
the walls was on every side apparent, and on the north-east
and west sides searcely any wall remained, but high reedy grass
had sprung up—vegetation, as usual, rapid amid the scene of
neglect and ruin. A range of low buildings ran along each
face in a line with the walls, which no troops occupied. There
was a Phongyee house on each side, and adjoining the base of
the pagoda itself. In these sanctuaries the officers were quar-
tered, one only being reserved for a magazine. There were
four large entrances on the top platform, open, and about
thirty feet wide: to join these entrances from below there were
between thirty and forty flights of steps. The second terrace
was twelve feet below the upper, and extended about forty feet
on all sides from the wall. There was then ancther descent of six
feet, when a third terrace also ran about forty feet. The second
and third terraces, respectively, were three hundred and twenty
and four hundred and fifty yards in length on each side of the
pagoda.t The high grass which had grown up all round
prevented our posted sentries in many places from seeing each
other. Those who are acquainted with Burmese warfare will
readily understand how very much exposed our troops were
to a sudden surprise, when Burmese are so skilful in preserving
silence when creeping through grass to cut down sentries.
There were a great many small pagodas on the east and west
sides, a little way beyond the lower terrace. These were so
close to each other that on the east face, about one hundred
and twenty yards off, they formed a complete wall forty yards
in length, behind which the enemy were in perfect safety.

# The terrace on which the Bhwé Dagon nt Rangoon stands is nine hun-
dred feed long and six hundred and eighty-five broad.

+ Each side of the base of the temple measures one hundred and sixty-two
foet., The shape is octagonal at the baso.
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merous other pagodas were dotted about at distances from
one hundred to six hundred yards, and these became formidable-
barricades when jinjals and matchlocks were fired from behind
them. The remaining very important advantage on the side
of the enemy was, that the north and east sides of the country
being higher than the platform, caused every man to be ob-
served passing to and fro. The gallant defenders, it will now
be fully seen, were thus placed in a very critical position, with
only four hundred and thirty-five men to defend what required
at least one thousand two hundred to maintain, without haras-
sing the soldiery.

But, not at all strange in this contrary world of ours, the
very fact of a small band being left to garrison Pegu, this
military blunder on the part of the General, was the means of
achieving a decided political success. The prowess of the
British arms was here displayed to its full extent, which must
have struck terror into the hearts of the Burmese assailants,
whose tale would run rapidly through the neighbouring hostile
soldiery— all tending to bring about the conclusion of the
war.

Major Hill commenced his work of defence hy barricading
the upper platform. Three of the four large entrances to the
pagoda were the first places to be looked to, The enemy were
in the neighbourhood, and work became the order of the day.
Parties from the Europeans and Natives were ordered ont.
The Peguese were employed in cutting down the high grass
with their dhds,—their expertness in the use of which we fre-
quently noticed. All seemed determined to render the citadel
as strong as possible. Two brass 4-pounders and a 8-pounder,
captured on the 21st of November, were placed in position at
the gateways, which were built up the whole breadth of the
entrance with timbers, about twelve feet high, leaving just a
sufficient opening for the gun.

The following is a detailed account of the attack on the
river-picquet and boats on the night of the 27th of November.
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se did not escape the attention of the enemy ; for though
e heard but a few shots in that direction whilst the pagoda was
attacked, yet as soon as they drew off from us they made a
desperate assault in that quarter, and we could tell from the
firing increasing at intervals more than at others, that the
attacks were being resumed ; but the blue jackets, with their
marine artillery, made such excellent use of their 12-pounder
howitzers and rockets, that, with the support of the picquet on
shore, they proved too strong for the Burmese. This was a
very unequal contest. There were houses within thirty yards
of where the piequet was posted, besides haying brushwood all
round, which enabled the enemy to conceal themselves, whilst
our men were exposed on the bank of the rviver. Lieutenant
P. A. Brown of the Fusiliers commanded on this occasion.
Having commissariat stores to protect, that officer with his
men had taken the precaution before dark to pile up the bags
of rice, tobacco, barrels, and other articles which were lying
about, so as to have everything as compact as possible, and
then make his post secure in case of an attack. Some of the
bags caught fire during the night from the rockets, which en-
couraged the enemy to approach nearer, when some of our men
dashed forward, charged them, and compelled them to retire.
| After continued assaults had been made upon this little post,
British blood, as it always does, proved too much for them,
and they withdrew, leaving the picquet quiet for the rest of
| the night. On this, as on several other occasions during the
war, the rocket practice of the'boats’ crews of Her Majesty’s
Navy was very good; and the effect of such practice, added to
the untiring efforts of the gallant infantry, plainly showed what
a small body of men can do against a large number. It is on
such ontpost affairs generally that the sharpest firing is seen,
General Godwin complimented Major Hill and his force for
i their steady gallantry in this dashing business, and he trusted
[ that the severc lesson which had been given the enemy wc.m.ld
‘ teach the Burmese respect for our new position and the vigil-

15
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of its garrison, s0 as to prevent any future molestation

loss sustained in the hoats was four seamen and one marine.

artilleryman wounded, Three men of the Fusiliers were
wounded. TLieutenant Mason, R.N., narrowly escaped with his
life, a shot having cut through his neck-tie. It was singular
that our loss on the 27th was not greater, as the enemy
attacked also from the other side of the river, which is about
one hundred yards wide where the boats were in position.

In consequence of the Burmese having attempted to escalade
on three sides of the pagoda on the might of the 27th, Major
Hill found it necessary to appoint a captain to command each
face of the pagoda, with instructions that if any one face was
pressed by the enemy, the eaptain on the side attacked was to
concentrate his men at the given point of attack until support
was given. This admirable arrangement gave a responsibility
to the officer commanding each face, and enabled him to act
on a sudden without waiting for orders. The commandants of
faces appomnted were Captains Stephenson and Nicolay of the
Busliers, to the north and east faces respectively ; and Cap-
tains Brown and Wyndham of the 5th Native Infantry, to the
west and south. This plan allowed Major Hill to have a
general supervision over the whole of the operations, and en-
abled him to move about and give directions where his presence
was most required.

It was soon learned from the manner of this night attack by
the Burmese, that they had regularly trained troops opposed
to us. Chosen crafty ones had doubtless found their way from
the “city of the immortals” to assist Moung-Kyouk-Loung !
Now our men might be seen climbing up the splendid pagoda
to take a ecoup d’wil of the swrrounding country, and then
would appear a cluster of officers talking earnestly over the
number of troops and the defences. Uncertainty hoyered in
the atmosphere. But this, with the British character, only
tends to make the nerves firmer, and to raise expectation the
higher, Tt is difficalt to say what were the feelings of the de-
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t of the Native Infantry. They were ready, at a
ent’s warning, to fight or die by the side of British
soldiers !

On the 29th, parties of the enemy were seen moving in
various directions to the north of the pagoda; Cassay* horse-
men were among them. Next were seen elephants moving
about, bearing officers of rank, all apparently determined on
another plan of attack. All this, of course, tended to increase
the vigilance of the garrison. Major Hill very prudently with-
drew the picquet of fifty men on the open bank of the river, a
mile away from the pagoda; and Lieutenant Mason, with his
boats, was desired to repair to Rangoon. Upwards of forty men
of the force were now sick in hospital, and the withdrawal of
the river picquet brought additional aid for the defence. It
was signally providential that the Burmese did mnot come on,
for Moung-Loung, the Pegu chief, reported to Major Hill
during the forenoon of the 1st of December, that a very large
train of carts with Talaing familics was then making its way
to the southward, and that some of their goungs (chiefs) had
come in advance to know whether they might claim protection
from the garrison. At about 5 o’clock in the afternoon of the
same day two hundred and sixteen carts, laden with the goods
and chattels of two thousand persons, chiefly women and chil-
dren, came in for protection. These poor creatures had taken
refuge in the jungles, and had wandered about from place to
Place, with of course no settled residence while the royal
troops remained in the province. “Pity and protect the
slave |’ was never uttered by the swarthy African with more
intense feeling than now marked the desires of those Asiatics—
Whose ancestors had had a king of their own to rule over them

# “The Muniporeans, or peopla of Oassay in parficular; ‘abonnd in great
nambers, and they ate much prized ns clevdl workmen. Owing to their
Superior gkill in the management of the horse, the Burmese cavalry is
almost exclusively composed of them; and they are distinguished by the
national appellation of  the Crssay Horse.” "—Major Snodgrass’s * Nurrative of
the Firet Burmese War.”

1 *
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he ground covered by their carts occupied several acres, for it
must be recollected the Pegu carts and buffaloes are of a pro-
digious size. It was now a matter of anxiety to afford protec-
tion to the families as well as to their property, whilst they lay
scattered about, and the enemy were nigh at hand. The infirm,
as well as all the women and children, were allowed to remain
on the upper platform of the pagoda during the night, while
the others remained bhelow to look after the cattle and goods.
Reader, just picture to yourself the upper platform of the Pegu
Pagoda! Itis night, and the troops are wearied after the pre-
paration and arrangements of the day. Sleep for the weary
watchers would fain “knit up the ravelled sleeve of carel”
Suddenly bursts forth the clamorous noise of children; the
sentries cannot hear beyond the walls. There are sick chil-
dren, and others wanting food ; and behold ! several officers,
up a great portion of the night, feeding the weary and desti-
tute with biscnit, to quiet the Peguese vociferation! The help-
less now feel assured that Gautama, through the influence of
the fairies dwelling in the golden Zee above, has sent guardian
angels to protect them ! As this arrangement inconvenienced
the troops, it only lasted three nights. Major Hill determined
on destroying all the houses in the street below, as they could
only give cover to the enemy ; and orders were therenpon issued
to stockade in the Peguese under the walls of the pagoda.
This severe work was performed in a manner truly admirable
—officers and men, every one assisting to fortify the oppressed,
after their own national fashion! There was the Huropean
working with almost gigantic strength, felling down many a
noble tree, working with a right good will; there the skilful
and active sapper; and there the sepoy, having stopped work
for a time, grinning with a benevolent countenance! The
hushands of those we had to protect only a few miles off, and
forced to fight against us, were little dreaming of British
humanity being exercised towards their kindred under the
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2 s.if'“dc;f Pegu. The stockade, covering about two acres of
ground, was soon done. The carts and buffaloes were all sys-
tematically arranged, and took up their position in line and
column in a manner quite worthy of the Artillery Exercise,”
All were stockaded in by nightfall. The women and children
were placed in the carts nearest to the walls, so as to shelter
them as much as possible from the shot. The men were sta-
tioned in front, with their spears, matchlocks, and sharp dhis,
to fight for their families—which they did, fearlessly and well,
Dr. Beautfleur, the zealous surgeon in charge of the stockaded
allies, had several severe cases brought to him for treatment.
Spies had been loitering about; and on the morning of the
bth, we could discover, from the elevations of the pagoda, that
the movements of the enemy were more extensive than usual,
and that they mustered in greater force. The Cassay horse-
men did not now conceal their numbers from our view, and
were seen galloping about in larger bodies. Towards the even-
ing of that day faint sounds of firing were heard at intervals,
as if from a long distance down the river. Night had set in,
when a shot was fired from the jungle, which was immediately
returned by the sentry who was fired at, Shortly before this it
had heen reported to Major Hill that a low sound of voices
was heard, as of troops moving aboutin the jungle. Firing
soon became the order of the night, and a discharge of canister
from a 24-pounder howitzer, in the divection of the voices,
roused every one into action. Before 9 o’clock Major Hill was
called away from the defences to two sepoys of the 5th Madras
Native Infantry, who had hailed the picquet from the jungle—
the south picquet—the sergeant of which had brought them
in, Fortunately for these men, the firing, which was com-
menced at the pagoda just before they arrived, was on the cast
face, whereas they came from the south* Their object was to

* Piring was kept up round the pegoda, and did not cease until after mid-
night, when the moon rose.
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whom, with three or four sepoys, while convoying supples in
a hoat from Rangoon, had been killed by the Burmese.

The officers were sitting quietly at breakfast, discussing the
deeds of night and morning, when the well-known ecry of
“Turn out!” raised a stir among all hands; at the same
time the Burmese shout of attack was heard at the south-west
angle of the pagoda. While the firing at the south-west angle
summoned the men to the walls, a very singular and guerilla-
like scene was exhibited. In an instant heights, mounds, and
pagodas were crowned with men, who opened a sharp but ill-
directed fire against our troops. The little curling smoke was
now to be seen issuing from the place where was perched each
wily matchlock-man; the sky was beautifully clear; every
object came ‘to view; and the whole had the effect of a gor-
geous panorama. It was soon discovered—from the Burmese
balls eoming among us from such elevated positions—that our
enemies were likely to have the best of it. It was, however,
highly lundierous, in the midst of danger, to hear the men
joking with each other as they brought down a man or two
from the high pinnacle on which the Burmese had so proudly
perched themselves, The surprise having failed, the enemy
were no doubt astonished to find that the Peguese were
sheltered in a well-made stockade; there was the reality
bristling up before their eyes! It was now evident, from the
enemy taking possession of the eleyations, that they did not
intend going away; and so decided an advantage did the
heights give them of sweeping the platform with their shot,
that nearly fifty rounds of ammunition per man were expended
that day in keeping down their fire. To save life it was now
requisite to barricode the pagoda as strongly as possible. Lieu-
tenant Campbell, the officer of Engineers, had had no sand-
bags supplied im to make a temporary defence; it was, there-
fore, necessary to apply to the Commissariat for all the empty
bags and barrels they could give, and these being found inade-
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: '\ﬂ%ags of rice, and barrels of pork and biscuit were also
called for, As soon asit became dark the Sappers were set to
work. At night gongs were heard in various parts of the
jungle, as if the Burmese were assembling their troops. The
firing was not so heavy during the night as it had been that
day, still there was little cessation of it, while the working
parties were heard about the walls. It was of importance to
get the Peguese into military ovder in the event of an attaclk.
Some two hundred and ninety had enrolled themselves as
fighting men, but out of that number only fifty had muskets—
our old flint-locks—ywvhile the remainder were armed with spears
and swords, Major Hill visited the stockade, and, with the
assistance of a Burmese interpreter, pointed out to Moung-
Loung the way in which he wished his men to be disposed of
should an assanlt take place. The men with fire-arms were
placed at short distances between the spearmen, so as to give
a greater appearance of strength in that particular arm ; a cer-
tain number were told off as sentinels on duty, to be regularly
relieved. The goungs were placed so as fo give orders, and to
overlook their own men. Major Hill visited the stockade of
the allies every night, to give them confidence, and to see that
they were all on the alert. To show how much our troops
were exposed on the platform notwithstanding all that had been
done, the officers’ servants were obliged to erect some kind of
protection for the beds of their masters and themselves when
they lay down to rest. Several days and nights were passed
without any cessation of firing. With all the fatigue of mind
and body was excessive, particularly so with the indefatigable
commander of the garrison. The chance of being able to eat
one’s dinner without being shot at seemed remote indeed. An
officer of the Fusiliers received a severe contusion while seated
at the mess-table ; several servants weve wounded, and one was
killed while waiting upon his master. A Peguer also received
a mortal wound while at work inside the mess-house. On the
8th the men began to feel the incessant work, Every man
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s daily on duty ten hours out of the twenty-four. The ex-
posure and fatigue inereasing, Major Hill at length deemed it~
absolutely necessary to inform General Godwin of the deter-
mined nature of the enemy. All ammunition expended, we
would then be compelled to evacuate the pagoda, and force a
way back to Rangoon at the point of the bayonet. Four goodly
men and true, for fifty rupees a head, came forth from Moung-
Loung’s detachment and volunteered to carry a letter to General
Godwin. Three copies were sent with the original, so that
each man had his letter. The Major did not ask for any more
men, but added, © All T want is ammunition.” Assoon as it
was dark, the messengers started on their hazardous enterprise.
There was a Burmese force on all sides of the pagoda of at
least six thousand men, and had the carriers fallen into their
hands, they would probably have been decapitated or crucified,
according to Burmese custom.

On the morning of the 12th the joyful sound of firing from
British war-boats ran like an electric shock through the weary
garrison. But despair soon followed, our forebodings were
indeed verified,—the naval party had failed in their attempt to
communicate with us. TFrom the crowded state of the stockade,
together with the cold damp nights and the scaniy supply of
food they had, cholera broke out among our Peguese allies.
Fortunately, the scourge did not extend to the troops. The
sudden withdrawal of the gun-boats, with relief so near at
hand, quickly became the all-absorbing topic. But the assur-
ance that General Godwin was now aware of our difficulties,

served to rouse us to increased effort.

After this event the enemy’s fire gradnally ceased. Those
only who have watched night after night can form an idea of
how much a temporary calm is appreciated. But yet it is
difficult to reconcile oneself to the change. On the present
gecasion the whistling of the bullets—the rattling of the boards
—the speedy movement—the sound from a cluster of voices,—
the want of all this seemed to create a vacancy in the state of
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quite unintelligible | The reply of “ All right, sir! > to
the officers on duty passing along their beat, could not disturb
well-earned repose. But in the morning, yelling from the
Burmese—the firing of canister from our howitzers—and clear-
ing the platform for action, soon destroyed the peaceful de-
lusion. The Burmese having made a determined attempt to
force their way into the Peguese stockade, came to a hand-to-
hand contest with the allies, who received some severe wounds
from spears and matchlocks; and it was not until they
tasted the cold steel from some of our Rifle sepoys that they
drew off.# Another night had closed upon us, when again the
welcome sound of a British gun was heard down the river. The
Axtillery officer reported his hearing guns ; he had also observed
a rocket fired perpendicularly. Wellington’s remark at Water-
loo, “ There goes old Blucher at last | ” could searcely have been
uttered with more heartfelt pleasure than “There’s old Godwin
at last |”* by the garrison of Pegu.

At 11 o’clock on the morning of the 14th the first firing of
General Godwin’s relieving, force was heard. As the troops
Were seen nearing the pagoda, cheering became general
throughout the garrison, and continued until Licutenant Elliott,
Wwho commanded the advanced guard, entered the small aper-
ture—made as an embrasure for one of our small guns—on the
eastern entrance of the pagoda.

On the 4th of January, although no troops had been ob-
served moving about, a sudden discharge of muskefry issued
from the opening of the jungle, which lad been cut down. A
12-pounder howitzer, loaded with canister, was ready pointed
in the direction, to the morth, where it was supposed the

€ The loss of the Burmese must have been very great, as they had not
before ventured to cross a picce of clear ground. One man of immense
Blature was found dead, supposed io be a chief. The Pegnese hung him up to
& bree in triftmph, but bis body was cut down at sunset, and thrown jnto a dry
wall,
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enemy might appear, and it was discharged with the happiest
effect. PFiring now commenced, and at sunset the picquet ‘was
increased to one hundred Europeans and fifty sepoys. By that
time several men had been wounded.

On the 5th, 6th, and 7th, the working parties were increased
and uprights were fixed in the ground, about ten feet from
each other, and planks were mnailed upon them, as being the
most expeditious way of keeping the men out of sight of the
enemy. Their attacks were now directed against the north
face; and notwithstanding our men had been for some time
worried and fired on—in spit of shot flying about—the Euro-
peans were quite observable outside, coolly nailing on the
planks, while others sat on the top of the beams, assisting
in the work, under a heavy fire all day. The Burmese must
have set them down as at least possessing a charmed life; but
it was nothing more than British conrage and working with a
hearty good-will—qualities which had for nearly a century
distinguished the Madras Fusiliers. The picquet was obliged
to act as a covering party to kecp down the fire, otherwise we
might haye lost many men. The enemy had now taken up a
position on the opposite bank of the river with the number of
their force increased, and where an irregular brick building
was turned into a battery by them. It has not been recorded
that on the departure of General Godwin a stockade had been
erected, according to his orders, at the landing-place on the
bank of the river, The enemy’s battery was about one hun-
dred and twenty yards from this stockade, and was a great
annoyance to it. The gun-boats, under Captain Tarleton,
R.N., having been withdrawn, we could not cross the river to
dislodge the enemy from the strong position they had taken up,
who, finding that we had no boats, at length rendered the
stockade, from its unfinished condition, almost untenable. Up
to the 7th one captain was mortally wounded (Captain Nicolay
of the Fusiliers), one artilleryman was killed, and thirteen men
were wonnded. On the morning of the 8th, for some strange
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reason difficult to understand, the enemy were seen from the
heights of the pagoda marching in two confused columns, in
full retreat. They went northward, and never again appeared

to oppose us. And thus ended the protracted transactions at
Pegu !

In consequence of the “ very gallant and distinguished con-
duct” of Major Hill throughout these stirring events, the
Most Noble the Governor-General of India in Council bestowed
upon him a special mark of favour.® Previous to this the
thanks of the Supreme Government of India were sent him by
General Godwin, as well as to the garrison under his orders,
for the gallant defence of Pegu :—

 Fort William, 4th January 1853.
* * * * * * * *
¢ 4¢h. The Governor-General in Council requests that you
will convey to Major Hill of the Madras Fusiliers, and to the
officers and men under his command, the marked acknowledg-
ments of the Government of India, for the bravery and steadi-
ness with which they met and repulsed the continuous and
harassing attacks of a large body of the enemy for many days,
before reinforcements arrived at Pegu.”

# Command of the Gwalior Contingent, with about 2,000 Ra. a month, We
had the pleagure of reading the courtecns letter from Lord Dalhousie by which
this noble gift was conveyed.
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CHAPTER IIL*

RELIEF OF PEGU, AND OTHER OPERATIONS.—THE
PROCLAMATION.

Tre most energetic measures were now taken at Rangoon by
General Godwin to answee with all possible speed the needy
call for relief which came from the Pegu garrison. Rangoon
had not been in such a state of excitement since its capture by
the British in April. Had the tide of fortune at length turned
against us ? Had the mine of Burmese vengeance at length been
sprung, to tell us that the dynasty of Alompra was not yet in
danger, and rouse us into action? In any way a great event
had taken place. The wonted energy of our chief when any-
thing like danger was to be encountered proved him to be the
man for this emergency. But General Godwin unfortunately had
much difficulty in providing transports for the troops for the
relief of Pegu. Two hundred and fifty Madras Fusiliers under
Captain Renaud had been obliged to return to Rangoon in con-
sequence of the disabled state of the river steamer “Nerbudda,”

# A melancholy interest is attached to this chapter, it being chiefly written
from notes furnished to the anthor by General Neill—the © avenging angel ' of
the great SBepoy mutiny—the hero who fell, in 1857, at Lucknow.
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ich they had embarked. These troops were transhipped to
the “ Mahanuddy,” a vessel whose boilers had seen rather too
much service. It was not, therefore, until both these steamers
had been repaired that the head-quarters in the ¢ Nerbudda,”
and the Madras Fusiliers in the Mahanuddy,” were enabled
to leave Rangoon. At noon of the 12th of December hoth
vessels steamed on until sunset, the ¢ Nerbudda leading.
At daylight next morning, which was very foggy, all the boats
conveying the other troops, under convoy of Captain Tarleton,
R.N., proceeded with the  Nerbudda up the river; the other
steamer was supposed to be following not far astern, They
approached the village of Liomen Seedee as the mist was rising
which was found, as expected, occupied by the enemy, and the
river staked, abreast of it. We were quite prepared for the
foe; guns loaded, and a party of twenty-five men on each
paddle-box—the starboard furnished by the Madras, the lar-
board by the Bengal Fusiliers. 'We had evidently taken the
Burmese by surprise; some of them were seen abont the vil-
lage, also a large party with some horsemen moving about on
the plain. The left bank near where the steamer was anchored
was an open plain; higher up and out of shot, stood the
village. The troops were soon landed; and it was speedily
determined to oceupy the village, as affording shelter—it
having been taken for granted that the enemy had retreated.
The Bengal Fusiliers were, therefore, moved up to some of the
nearest houses, when about twenty shots were fired into them
from the high grass and jungle adjoining. One man was
slightly wounded ; the Burmese escaped without either heing
seen or fired upon, The village was then occupied, the Madras
Fusiliers being on picquet in advance, The © Mahanuddy >
not having yet arrived with the remainder of the Fusiliers, the
other steamer was therefore sent'down to bring the men up,
The day wore on, and there being no appearance of the steamer,
arrangements were made fo pass the night in the village, and
picquets were thrown out; butno attempt was made to deive
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