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i “Ih/e pext division, Hope Town, is the most northerly
iz the Colony, and although created in 1858 is still
very sparsely occupied. ' Tts features are flat country
with a few hills and occasional patches of camel thorn
irees. To the esstward it is covered with short Karoo
bush, affording good pastures; while to the noxth' and
wast there are p'iains of red sand abounding in grass,
mixed up with small shrubs chiefly the capoc or cotton
bush. After rain the country has a most luxuriant
appearance ; but the annual fall is very small and
uncertain, and periodical droughts of long duration
are frequent. The water supply is principally from
dams and wells, there being few fountains.  The best
farms have only about a morgen of ground under
cultivation, and they ere few. In consequence of this
the inhabitants are dependent upon the lower districts
for most of the necessaries of life, and as transport: iz
costly, Provisions of all kinds are genemlly high priced.
There is 8 good deal of cattle-breeding, but sheep-
farming is the principal ocoupation, the leading men
being Messr's, {—[ du Plessis, J. ' W. Vermulen, Ji du
Toit, J. Bredenkamp, and G. Swegers. The average
gize of the farms 1s 4,000 morgen and their value
about 2s. 6d. per morgen. Flocks of sheep generally
range abont 1,500. ' 1n 1865 the district had 278,000
merinos and 58,000 Cape sheep, and the clip of wool
was 870,622 1b, Until within a few years ago, there
was a great deal of squatting on the waste Crown
{ands, a poor inferior class of farmers living in tents
" and moving about from spot o spot as in the ¢ Trek-
veld” Now alarge extent of these Crown lands has
boen leased.  Since 1866, the quantity leased wus ovex
o million morgen, at prices givinﬁ a yearly rental 'of
£8,000. Ona great part of the ands, improvements
are being made, especiallﬁ in the construction of dams
and the opening of ‘wells. The capabilities of the
district ave in this manner being gradually developed.
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sgreat drawback is dvought, which careful men Pro~
vide against either by storing water or removing and
reducing their stock on the approach of an adverse
geason. | Hope Town is situated in a small valley or
basin adjoining the Orange River. Iis population is
'gbout 700 white and coloured. It confains a large
Duteh Church, many well-built houses and stores, and
has a considerable business, particularly in connection
 with persons trading over the boundary, who purchage
| merchandise, which they barter with the natives or
. settlers beyond, and bring in return ivory, skins,
feathers, and other produce from the Interior, = A little
| time ago, the value of the goods which passed through
Hope Town for the Interior was £60,000, and the
produce brought out was about £75,000, Diamonds
of the first water have been found on farms in the
district, at various places far apart from each other,
as well as along the banks of the Orange River, from
\noar where the Vaal joins it.. These have all been
picked up on the surface soil, generally by most
. agnorant people, and without any systematic search
‘having been made. The spots where they have baen
found are known as Proberfontein, Rittlemahao,
Swemkuil, Remhoogte, Muishook, and other places,
~ On some of them there are deposits of *river drift”
/a8 at. Pniel and Hebron, while others have areas of
soil corresponding to Bultfontein and Du Toit's Pan,
and at twenty feet deep there is ground very similar
‘o the Kimberley mine, in the adjoining territory of
‘Griqualand West.

Colesberg adjoins Hope Town on the castern side.
1t is a fine pastoral division, In 1865 it had upwards
of half a million woolled sheep and yielded 1,592,702

b, 'of wool, thus standing first in the production of
that staple; Richmond being second, Oradock third,
and Graaff-Reinet fourth. It embraces an! ares of

- about 6,000 square miles, comprising between 300 and
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' good extent of Crown lands held under lease. The

pasturage formerly was grassy, but now bush has

‘spread in every direction, cither entirely taking the
olace of the grasses, or forming the mixed herbage

own as gebroken weld.  This change is greatly

attributed to the numerous flocks of sheep swandering

‘about, making paths, in which when rain falls water

flows as in so many little channels washing away the
.earth and destroying the grass roots, Inferior s{mbs

guch as the “ bitter-bush ” are establishing themselves
in these places, and may in course of fime become
predominant, although by & little care and trouble

mote nutritious varieties, such as the “schaap-bosch
might easily be propagated and maintained.  Some of
the farms have great capabilities, and laxge prices are

id for them. One property, Mr. Theunissenls,

"g:rlog’s Poort, changed hands some years ago for as
nuch as £15,000.  The estates of Mr, Van Zyl,

Buffel’s Vley, and of Mr. Thos, Bedford, and of Mr,
Maltitz, are also very superior, and in every respeet

well-equipped, all of them having extensive sheds for
the protection of the sheep in winter, which in these
northern parts is bitterly cold with keen frosts and
apow. ‘The distriet is watered by the Zekoe and
Oorlog Rivers, both affluents of the Orange; but
dams are constructed on most farms, and many have
saveral of them. About two or three thousand morgen
of land are brought under cultivation, and a con-
giderable quantity of wheat, barley, moalies, oat-
sheaves, and some wines and dried fruit produced.
The crops, however, are {requently subject to injury
from hail-storms, late frosts, and the ravages of locust.
In the field-cornetcy of the Hantam, on the eastern
side, horse-breeding is largely caxried on, although
frequently losses are gustained from the horse-sickness,

which appeais in an epidemic form from March uniil
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M. The principal breeders are Messes. Pienaar
nd Hermanug, Van Zyl, whose studs supply many of
(the  neighbouring distriets, =~ The value of farms,
ineluding  buildings, averages about 12s. 6d, per
' morgen throughout the division. Crown lands ogca-
| sienally adjoin, private properties and some of them
‘ave hired at comparvatively high rates from the con
‘wenience they afford of additional grazing or change
. of pasture. It is no uncommon thing too for flocks of
. sheep to be hired by young beginners, possessors of
| these lands. Such flocks sometimes vange up to several
1 thousands, and are classed according to their ages—
. ong, two, or three years-—the lessee returuning the
| same number and class at the end of the term of lease,
'\ Land paying an annual rent for them, usually at the
. lmate of ls. 6d. per head.  Ostrich-breeding has been
. pursued very successtully for a long fime past, some
L0 of . the farmers, such as  Messrs, Murray, Sluiter,
Heatheote, and Maltitz, having enclosures of many

. miles in extent for their birds.
1 /The town of Colesberg is about an hour’s ride from
. | the Orange River, near the base of a high conical hill,
| known as Coleskop. The locality is said to have heen
' wiginally the site of a Bushman kraal. = The streets
and houses arve erowded together in a narrow valley
fuite enclosed by the greenstone ridges wihich surround
t.. This gives it & very hot and arid look which is
not belied by the reality. ~The Dutch Reformed
Church of this place is a movelty in ecclestastical
| avchitecture, being externally of octagonal form, In
| its present unfivished state, and wanting the fine gpire
- of 150 feet high, originally designed to ornament if, it
| has rather a nondescript appearance. It has cost
*rabout £20,000 and more funds are required to com-
| plete it. . The separatists from the Dutch Chuxch,
known as the « Doppers” have a very simple sub-
stantial church in the immediate neighbourhood, There

' M
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G eﬁé a Wesleyan Churgh, and an English Chued-
~gdapted in point of size to its small congregation,
The houses and business-places of the town ave pretly
numerous, and there is a considerable amonns: “trade
transactions with the adjacent farme, as well ‘ag with
the people of the Free State, beyond the Orange River.,
At present this river 1s only passable by pontoons, one
of which is situated on the direct road from Colesherg
at Mr. Roos’s farm, and another higher wup at My,
Norvall’s; but funds have been granted by Parliament, |
for the construction of a bridge across it, and plans
have been prepared for evecting an iron structure of
nine epans of 100 feet each. The spot selected for its
‘gite is half 2 mile above the first-mentioned pontoon.
The extent of traffic here may be estimated from ithe |
fact Lhat more than 3,000 wagons alone have erossed
the rviver at this place during twelve months. ‘There
are two other townships in t'fne Colesberg division,—
Hanover to the south-west, near the boundary of Rich~
wond, and Philip’s Town to the west, and both of them .
bid fair atno very distant date to rival the chief town,
The district of Middelburg was formerly part of |
Colesberg and is still associated with it as an electoral
division. It is situate between Colesberg and Cradock.
Some years back when the notable Nimrod, Roualeyn
Gordon Cumming, was at the Cape, this part of the
country was in undisputed possession of springhoks
and wildebeestes, and was the geene of his first huntings
exploits. Now it is dotted with flocks of wool-bearing
sheep, farmers’ dwellings, cattle enclosures, corn-mills,
ds, and gardens, and numbers of reservoirs of
On the estate of Mr. Distin, Tafelberg Hall,
which comprises about 12,000 morgen, there is a very
" eapacious dam utilised for driving a mill, and other
urposes, as well as irrigating a large ‘extent of arable
and, vineyatd, &c. This and the neighbouring proper-
ties of Messrs. Southey, Collet, Smit, and others ‘are

vineyan
water,
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oall-well-stocked with merino Bheeg:, cattle, horses,
. mules, and ostriches. As a rule they are provided

with sheds for lambing stock, dipping tanks, and every
- appliance for pastoral purposes. There are also, two
{ox three farms about 20,000 morgen in extent, the

b f.;:.-p;_mperty of Messrs, J. O. Smith & Co., who hava

.\ wery fine flocks, including some from stook imported |
. dfrom Australia, under the excellent management, of |
. Mr.| Vigne, In this district, too, there ave many
agrienltural farmers, the lands along the Little Brakke
-',"-%ver being capable of irrigation, and a very fair
amount of grain is raised in ordinary seasons. The
"average value of land may be statedat £1 per morgen.
| i 'The town of Middelburg is well watered by a furrow
.ded out from the river, and there are fine gardens con.
\ tiguous to the dwellings, Tt is not a large place, but
there ave a number of stores which do a very profitable
- business; principally with the farmers. Many of the
~ latter are * doppers,”—a section of the commupity, in
.| appearance and manners somewhat of the old Puritan
| stamp, who regard the useof ““hymns” in church service
. a8 very objectionable. They have g large place of
. worship, presided over by one of themselves, in oppo-
sition to the Dutch Reformed Church which has also
. aconsiderable following, Here, asin most of the inland
| towas, the church services draw together great num
\ bers of the families from the surrounding country. It
| s creditable to the South African farmers that they
| congider their attendance on religious worship an
Jamperative duty and they will travel many miles to
pexform it, ‘The administration of the sacrament op
% Nachtmaal ” is the special occasion when they most
‘assemble; then the towns are as crowded and livel ¥y as
(during a fair. Their solemn religious duties onoe dis
\charged, a visit to the general stores and sho ps tollovy,
g,ﬁ'm;ﬁmg them an opportunity of laying in a usntity
“of household supplies, and a very consideral
M 2

le and



ORADOOK, L
irérative business is carried on by the various mer~ |
chants and dealers. bt i RS
" Next to Middelburg, is the important division
of Cradock. Westward it is divided from Graafts
Reinet by the Wagenpadsherg, and other minor ranges
of the Sneeuwbeérg ; northwards it stretches to the
higher platean of the Bamboes and Stormbergen, and
eastward it extends along the spurs of the Great
Winterbers,  Although the general aspect of the
division is dry and sterile, yet for grazing itis excellent,
and large flocks are depastured throug?mut M PR
herbage is chiefly of the ordinary Karoo character, and
in 1:11e?1111y partsmixed with nutritious grasses. In 1865
the number of merino sheep wasg over 600,000, and the
elip of wool 1,277,757 1b. The capability of the
‘pasture is an average of one sheep per morgen. The
goil throughout the district is deep and extremely
 fertile, suitable alike for grain, vines, or fruit, and
only requires irvigation to yield abundantly. = The
‘vineyards in some instances are extensive, and quan-
. tities of brandy and raising have been manufactured
and gold in the district. There are numbers of reger-
voirs, and many powerful springs on some farms, These
properties generally command very high prices; from
£5.000 to £7,000, for a farm varying from 3,000
morgen and upwards is not uncommon, and there ‘are
many old established estates which could not be
purchased for double these sums. The ordinary price
of land, however, may be stated at 30s. a morgen,
Among the largest holders are Mr. J. Trollope, M,
John Collet, and Messrs. Mechau. The two first named
“have properties of from 25,000 to 27,000 morgen in
extent. ]Mr. Collet’s flocks number about 10,000, and
are all first-class stock ; his elip of wool, as well ag
that of Mr. Vermaak’s, realizes exceptional rates.
Formerly on® several farms there 'were numbers
of good horses, and as many as 120 have been pur-
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sed out of an enclosure in one day; at present.
‘the only regular breeders are Messrs, Mechau and
o Lionw van Heerden, althongh most of the farmers still
! keiﬁq from thirty to fifty horses each, Troops of
«cattle range from 100 to 200 head. The angora
. goat, which has lately been introduced, and ostriches,
. are becoming common,—flocks of the latter, numbering:
eighty to 100 being an ordinary oceurrence, and lately,
a8 much. ag £100 to £150 has been given for full-
| %'_rcw.n_birds, £40 for birds of fifteen months and £15
| dor'three months’ birds.
e I.The town of Cradock is a large and thriving place.
It 15 on the main trunk line from Port Klizabeth and
. Girabam’s Town to the northern districts and the Free
. State, and has  vecently been fixed upon as the
terminus of the northern line of railway, 10w in course
of construction from Port Elizabeth, At present it

. has by for the finest eccclesiastical building in the

‘Colony, Thisis the Dutch Reformed Church, designed
with handsome facade and steeple after the style
of St. Martin's-in-the-Fields, and constructed entirely
of a beautifully dressed free-stone found close to
. the town. The clear dry climate of the distriet
sexves to keep the stone clean and unspotted as
‘when first cut, and the finished character of the
building renders it, in contrast with its surround-
ings, *a thing of beauty” as well as “a joy for
ever.”  The church cost about £30,000, raised almost
| entirely amongst the farmers of the district, who also
. gratuitously contributed their labour in carting the
| stone from the quarry whilst it was in cowse of
. erection.  Besides this building there is a mneatly~
. finished English Church, Wesleyan and Independent
Churches, schools, & library, and reading-room, stores,
banks, newepaper office, hotels, and other institutions.
The town is well supplied with water obtained out of
the Fish River, some distance above, and brought in
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'%3‘"—'%43&1’ furrow protected by mimosa trees. This
enables many of the houses, especially in the lower
part to have excellent gardens and many trees with'
an abundant sapply of fruit. BIRE a1

The Fish River has its source sixty miles higher
11::}) ‘than Cradock at a placé named Quagga’s)
lock, 4,200 feet above the sea, 1In its course

to the coast it drains an area estimated at 12,000
square miles, being fed by several considerable’
tributaries and in the rainy season it is 'a most formid~
able mud-charged torrent rushing along its rocky
tortuous channel with a volume and impetuosity that

| render any attempt to ford it extremely hazardous,
and at times altogether impracticable. Above Cradock,
however, it is a comparatively narrow stream, capable:
as already stated of being led out for purposes of
irrigation, and it has often been proposed to utilise it
on a more extensive scale by the coustruction of &
series of dams and furrows forming a chain of reser-
voirg at intervals from its source, and so effectually
affording a check to the entire curremt. Works of
such a character if carried out successfully would coni=
pletely change the appearance of the country and

ely multiply its productive and exportable capa~'

farg
bilities. i
In several parts of the district, there are valuable
saltpans, yielding many thousand bags of salt each
year. About two miles from the town are what are’
termed the ** Baths,”—springs of SElendidly clear
water, strongly impregnated with selphur. 'The water:
here 18 soft and admirably adapted for wool-washing,
and there are establishments for that pulgnsé”m’
operation, belonging ‘to' Mesars, Flemmer, awood,
and others, ' e
'The distance from Cradock to some of the outlyirg
gorﬁons of the division is very considerable, in some
irections being as much as twelve or fourteen hours®
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“opide-6n horseback. This has lately led tn_t&e estab-
. lishment of new villages, and to the creation of a

.| separate magisterial district under the name of Tar«
 kastad, The new villages are Steynsburg and Marais-

- 7 berg, The former was commenoed in 1873 by the sale
_in evven of a property near to Mr, Liouw Pretorius’,

" lon the flats between Middleburg and Burghers-
' derp, and near Kueehalter’s Nek. 1In less than a year
 there were upwards of 130 dwelling houses and gtores
. built, a church for one of the Dutch Reformed con-
;'%ﬁws completed and another in progrese, and
| the business-places in twelve months, amongst other
%ﬁduce,_. received wool to the wvalue of £26,000.
| The other village, Maraisberg, also on the plains, is
' about seven hours from Cradock, an egual distance
from Middelburg, and nine hours from Burghersdorp,
' Itis a central point for the farmers from Doorn Hoek,
| Bambosesherg, and Vlekpoort.
| Markastad i situated north-east of Cradeck, near
to the Tarka River and the peculiar mountain peaks
known as the Twee Tafels (Two Tables). It embraces
. the fine afgricultural and pastoral district from the
' morthern slopes of the Grreat Winterberg to the boun-~
' davies of Queen’s Town and Albert. . The township
. although as yet a small one numbers many substantial
‘bouses, ‘hotel, stores, public offices, a commodious
| parsonage, and a new Dutch Reformed Church in
progress. ) It is some distance from the Tarka River,
ut has s good supply of water from a strong and
never-failing fountain, ~The farmers in the neigh-
bourhoed, lile those of Cradock, ave generally descen-
dants of the old colonists, but latterly a number of
. English have settled amongst them, They have large
 flocks of sheep and herds of cattle.  The wool purs:
chiased by the local storekeepers is now about 4,000
bales per annum, .

B T
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We leave the Karoo, as we eross the outliers
of the Great Winterberg, and returning to the sea=
ward #ide, enter upon what is by far the most beau'
tiful part of the Colony—the Eastern Districts. These
may be said to commence with the  coast districts of |
Humansdorp and Uitenbage, streteh inland over ithe
lower end of the Zuurberg up to Somerset, and thenee |
extend in a line eastward parallel with the Winter-
berg, Katberg, and Chumie Mountains, to the old
frontier boundary, where the Keiskamma River ruus |
downi to thie Indian Ocean, ' The area of thisiterritory
is estimated at a little under 19,000 square miles,! and
it 'includes no less than twelve divisions, namely,
Humansdorp, Uitenhage, Port Elizabeth, Alexandriay ' =
Bathurst, Albany, Somerset, Bedford, Fort Beaufort, |
Stockenstrom, Victoria Bast, and Peddie. In 1865 it/
contained a population of 130,500 souls, | The confor= |
mation of the country is highly pleasing, and often’
very picturesque.  Along the seaboard there are
grassy hills and dales variegated with luxuriant copse
or clumps of natural shrubbery:; gradually rising
above these,are bold krantzes or ridges, and undulating
flats, occasionally covered with dense bush, veaching | '
up to’ the' mountain’ ranges, which ave verdant a’:ﬁ
wood-fringed to  their roeky crests, ' The. goil ) inv!
most places s adapted for agriculture, bubs the
large extent of sweet grassy pasiure, forming ‘the ' |
vichest sheepwalks, has maturally = enough made
wool-growing and cattle farming the favourite and
most profitable pursuits. 'The elip of wool in these
divisions in 1865 was 4,000,000- lb., and there were

o
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Tdopastured—of  woolled - sheep 2,022,483; African’
| sheep, 13,600 ; Angorva goats, 89,850 ; common goats,
| 1969,323, besides horses and cattle. The ground under
. onltivation wag 84,410 acres, and the yield of wheat
| (exclusive of other cereals), 128,000 bushels, of which'
. Hemansdorp, Uitenhage, Alexandria, and Bathurst
L alone raised 100,000 bushels.
||\ The 'chief port for these districts as well as for
| most of the midland territory, the Free State, and the
- Interior; is the indentation of the coast beyond Cape
Reeife, forming what is known as the harbouar of
Algoa Bay. Igere, on what ‘was a ridge of barren
~sandshills| there has grown up the town of Pory
- Blizabeth, whose rise and progress comspicuously
represent what colonization hag accomplished and is
. accomplishing in South ' Africa,  Fifty-four years
. ago, . small fortification and o few huts occupied by
twoor three traders and fishermen were the only
evidences of life—a mere dot: of civilization on the
margin of a'savage wilderness. Then came the flow.
of British immigration, dispersing over the country
and developing production and creating Commerce,
of which this, as the principal seaport eastward of the

' /Cape, ' became “ the golden gate.” Anyone now

o brow of the

arriving in Algoa Bay will find before him all the
evidences of an enterprising, prosperous, and populous
place, .« Kor two or three miles along the water-side
‘and up the sloging hill ascending {xom it, and on the:

eight above, there rise in succession
‘warehonses,  stores, manufactories, shops, offices,
| dwelling houses, churches, schools, hospitals, villag,
. and other buildings, of every deseription and variety
of avchitecture, _.
~Dhe harbour is ‘an open: but safe roadstead,
‘with ' good  holding ' ground, and the loading and
ﬂ._iséhatging of steamers and ships ave very expe .

‘ditiously done by means of lighters and surf-boats,
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I laxge gangs of! Fingpes and Kafir labouvers. '

There  are two landing jettics, where Ipassengers
may reach ferra firmue without the discomfort and =
dinger . which formerly attended debarkation, when
the alternative was a leap into the surfor being eavvied
in the embrace of nude aborigines. Close to the'
%ﬁ'nt:ipa.l landing-place, in Jetty-street, is the Eastern
istricts’ Railway Station, and along the sea wall
skirting the water’s edge the lines of rail are laid . |
which will ghortly connect Uitenhage and the Mid-
lands as well as Cradock and the Northern Distuiets
with the port. TImmediately above this is the central
and business part of the town, forr ing what is known
ag the Main-street, extending from Market-square
throngh Queen’s-street, and FPrince’s-street to the
Prison-buildings at the North-end. Nowhere in thes
Colony is there a livelier, busier scene tham heve,
| especially during the wool season, when, the huge
. traunsport wagons, carrying from: 6,000 to 10,000 dbs /.
‘come in laden with bales of wool, skins, or ivory, to' .
load up again with merchandise for the Interior towns, =
andvillages, as far even as the limits of the Free State. |
and the Transvaal Republic, ] b e
Some idea of its aspect may bel formed from the |
' sccompanying illustration, representing the Markets
‘square, crowded with groups of dealers, vehicles, and |
avimals, the produce wagons with their long: teams of
oxen being a prominent feature. The large building
on the left hand is the Town-hall, of which Peort |
Elizabeth is justly proud. It is a stately and ' coms
modious structure somewhat in the Ttalian style, but
with a portico of Corinthian columns, and is said to.,
have cost £25,000. The Borough Council Offices:
are there, ag well ag the Chamber of Commerce, the
public reading-room and Library, and a small Mugsenm
. and there is a magnificent: hall about’ eighty feet:
long. by forty brond—undonbtedly the finest in South
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=for public assemblics and entertainments.
the ﬁ’aﬁrmed'--%'mmd-above, theve is St. Augus.
ing’s Roman Cntholic: Cathedral, of graceful gothic,
 order, with tower and spire. Lo the right again
| 'a1e the offices of the agents of the Union Mail = °
| Service (Messrs, W, Anderson & Co,), and adjoin= =
| ing them the Magistrate’s Court-room; while on
|\ the opposite !side of the square are the Tele-
. grdph Office, the Post-office, and the large and
. wellsconducted Pheenix Hotel. Along Main-street
| there are several very handsomely finished edifices
' used for business purposes, which would be creditable
| to iany English city. ' The Guardian Insurance
| Butldings; the warchouses of Dunell, Ebden, & Co,,
| W. Dunn & Co.'s, Mosenthal’s, Deare and: Deitz,
. Waylor & Co., Kettle's Emporium, and the new offices
" of the London and South African Bank, built of
" dressed free-stone, quarried from near the Zwartkop’s
‘River, are among the most imposing and ornammental,
. | The immense stocks and the amount of business
. twansacted in some of these mercantile establishments
unmistakably indicate the commercial enterprise and
wealth of the Bay merchants. One of the largest stores
is that recently completed by the cld colonial firm of
Messrg, Blaine & Co. Their premises have afrontage
| to Jetty-street, of over 200 feet, with a depth of 190
© feet down Damant-street on ome side and nearly 300
. down Commerce-street on the other, and are three
\stories in height with cellarage below. The Jetly~
“street frontage is divided into three compartuents,
one being the counting-house, 104 feet by forty-three,
 fitteel up with every convenience; another: being the
forwarding room, 120 feet by sixty-five feet, and the
remainder  being occupied “as bonding. stores, wool-
| pressing and engine rooms.  The upper stories are
apportioned for the different departments of the
business,~-one comprising building materials, such a8
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— ~ galvanized iron, deals, slates; and all kinds of fittings {
a second provisions and oilman’s stores; & third agri- !
cultural implements and general ironmongery ; #ixgd 8l
fourth Manchester and a.ﬁ sorts of soft goods, &c. In
thede departments, again, there is a sub-division of
various articles, and the visitor may see in one, for
instarce, hundreds of ploughs, which are now greatly
in demand by the frontier Fingoes and Kafies 3 or in
another, a large array of musical instruments, from
which as many as 100 harmoniums and fifty pianocsave-
sold off within a month or two. In the wool storves
there is accommodation for 6,000 bales of wool, the
- 'aveinge quantity in store during the season: being |
| 4,000 bales. Four double presses are constantly af
work, and can press as many as 800 bales a day, the
presses and machinery being worked by steam power,
and hydraulic pressure in the form of an aceumu-
lator,” weighing thirty-two tons.  There are also lifts
and weighing machines, circular and upright saws, |
and ' lathes, and other appliances for repairing or
miking machinery for the wool-washing and other
establishments. The machinery and buildifigs on ‘the
property are insuréd for'about £40,000 and the stock:
for £80,000. Besides Messrs. Blaine’s, there are other
warehouses which, although not quite so extensive not.
80 well arranged, have equally valuable stocks, and.
whose branch establishments ‘are spread throughout
every district northwards and eastwards, N
- The population of the town is estimated at about.
15,000, and the value of fixed property assessed at
upwards of £1,200,000, Land and buildings i the
ain-street and ite neighbourhood have of late 'years
increased in price to an unprecedented degree. | The
extent of ground available for business sfands bein
resiricted, sites which formerly sold for a few poun
now realize as many hundreds and in some instances
thousands, = The original erf or allotments at the
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\ecomek of Main and Jetty-streets exchangoed hands
. prior to 1834-5 for a small cask of wine. = Last year
| & tenth part of this block, having a frontage of about
 fifty feet, was secured by the London and South
| Afvican Bank, as the site of their new offices, for
' &£5,000.. Another site more recently purchased by the
. Standard Bank, with about thirty-five feet frontage in
'the. Main-street, also. cost a like amount. In the
‘adjoining thoroughfare of Strand-street, the inferior
. “tenements which formerly existed are giving place to
- lazge poods’ stores, and other buildings, and the Town
. Couneil haye in contemaplation further improvements
- in that locality. -
" 11\ The residences of the principal inhabitants, however,
‘ are on what is termed the ¢ Hill,”—in contradistinetion
' tothe “town below.” This is a flat table-land, on
/the terraced ground above the Main-street, the ascent
\ of which is rather trying to the obese pedestrian on a
hot day. Its aspect and surroundings are very
- pleasant and enjoyable, as the height is generally
) .,?m_ined by fresh cool breezes from the sea. Scattered
“irregularly over it are many fine mansions and prefty
*villa residences. There are also one or two handsome
" ghureches, such as the Scottish Presbyterian and Triuit{
. Churchs* an admirably managed hospital; a well
endowed collegiate establishment, the Grey Institute ;
. and a well regulated Club, where, after the labours of
the day, the mercantile class usually congregate for
- relaxation, and courteonsly extend their hospitalities
%o vigitors. . On the open flat beyond the Fill, thexe is
- the attractive St. George’s Park, laid out and planted
' by the eorporation of the town some ten years ago and

\ % The Churches in Port Hlizabeth number no less than sixteen,
| embtacinig Church of England, Wesleyan, Independent, Fresbyterian,

" Baptist, and Roman Catholic places of worship; there 13" also a
“building nsed ag a Jewish Synagogue, and & very tastefully designed
| Malay Mosque.
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ng’:(tmned by an anuual vote of £500 from' the JTocal”
rates. It has most agreeable walks through avenues of
trees, shrubs, and flowering plants, and is ornamented

with a fine conservatory, rock-work, water baging, and
.%mssy plots, The Park, like the Grey Institate, the

ospital, and the Town-hall, was originally created
chiefly by the aid of the revenuesaceruing from the waste
lands with which Port Elizabeth was liberally endowed
during the Governorship of Sir George Grey. Part
of these lands were some time ago sold in allotments
for  building purposes, yielding an annual quitrent
revenue available for the maintenance of the loeal
institutions. A portion of the park lands still rémain

unsold and as the town progresses their value will be

greatly enhanced. 'There are at present no suburhs
corresponding to Rondehosch or Wynberg, where the
inhabitantg can rvesort, although some localities such
as Walmer, Emerald Hill, and the woody coast lands
towards the Van Staden’s River might easily be ren-

dered very attractive in these respects. In their

neighbourhood, are to be found many pleasant verdant

:s!o;;es and patches of bush and clumps of  trees, with

cool freshening breezes from the sea, which naturally

‘suggest a pleasant retreat from the ¢ weariness, the

fover, and the fret” of the Bayonian’s incessantly

hard-working life. ity
Port Elizabeth has been truly described by oue of

its writors as “ a place of business—not of pleasure.

The man who goes to reside there, presuming he \goes
for the reason which attracts nine hundred and ninety-

nine out of every thousand, to get a living, must make
up his mind not only to work but to work hard. A
drone receives ne mercy, be his status in society what
it may. If he be a man of independent means people
write him down as an ass for selecting such a gpot for
the enjoyment of dignity or ease. he be dependent
upon bis physical or mental resources to earn his daily
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'...;-H;e"f'aoﬁn discovers 1o his cost that sloth and

4 _.;,.-;g’,'pgt;h;mﬂnd_:nb ready response there. If he ‘be sober
“and industrious, and willing to work there is work of

‘proper way to look for it.”. The amount of business
/ done and the extent to which it has progressed may be
gathered from the statistics of the port. - These show
that while forty years ago, the goods imported were

\kinds for him to do, and plenty of it if he goes the

i only valued at £20,288, they amounted in 1872 to

| £2447,980. The exports of produce in: 1835 were

‘walued at  £33,000, and in 1872 they reached

| £3,187,400.  Of the articles of colonial export con-

Aributing to this large increase, the principal one is the
‘staple of wool. In 1835 the quantity shipped from thig

. port alone was 79,848 1b, In ten years it increased to
| wmore than 2,000,000 1b. In 1855 it exceeded 9,500,000

b, JIn 1865 it extended to nearly 30,000,000 1b. ; and

. in 1872 it swelled to 39,396,927 1b.

' Although, with the exceptions mentioned, the country

iabout Port Elizabeth is very uninviting, stretching
 for wiles over the dry plains known as the Bay flats,
| the adjoining divisions abound in beautiful vegetation
. amnd picturesque scenery. Uitenhage is only eighteen
. miles distant, and will shortly be almost within an

hours’ reach by railway. The town was described

. imany years ago as ¢ a pretty secluded spot, well laid

out, and supplied with water from a gpring in

. the Winterhoek Mountains, which gives 2,512,632
. gallons in twenty-four hours. The consequence of

thig in conjunction with the salubrious climate and

. xich goil of the locality, is a profusion of fruits, trees,

and flowers of the most luxuriant growth, adding
congiderably to the beauty of this part of the country.”
' 16 oecupies an area of one square mile, the streets are
Jeach amile long, very wide and run at right angles

. owith each other; the footpaths on either side are

‘separated from the road by watercourses, and in most



| UITENBAGE.

“places shaded by oaks which here attain a large”
uxuriant growth.  Originally each house had
acves or abont a morgen of gurden ground attached to
it';  butin the business centres, where the value of
. land has increased, the erven have been sub-divided
many times.  Caledon-street, now the chief street in
the town, contains about thirty stores or offices, many
of which are large handsome buildings, and jare’
occupied by wholesale merchants andimporters, who do
‘a considerable trade with the farmers of the exten-
sive district, In the same street are also the Standard
Bank, Oriental Bank, Dutch Reformed Chureh,
Anglican Church, Native Church and school-room,
Malay Mosque, Public Libravy, Dutch Reformed
‘Church school, Government school, Native Govern-
ment school, town offices, gaol, court-house; Droadty,
three hotels, and several smaller shops, yprivite
residences, &c. This comparative conecentration of
trade to one street has causod the less populous pacts
of the town to fall into neglect; so that in, winter it
presents a rather dilapidated appearance; ' but in
gpring, when the numerous trees burst forth into leaf
and blossom, and the hedges are covered with! roses,
the aspect of the place fully merits the deseription we
‘ have quoted, and the appellation “Garden of the
Eastern Provinee ” by which it was long known. A
few years ago Uitenhage was famed for its o,
Botanical Gardens, then the property of Mr. Brelim
and Mr, Dobson.  These have been neglected lately,
but that known as ¢ Belham’s 7 still possesses some of
the ravest and most valuable plants, native and foreign,
t0 be found in the Colony ; the exotics having been
imported by the late My. Brehm with a lavishness of
meney and trouble characteristic of an enthusiast,
Besides the chuxches already mentioned, there are
two Native Churches under the London Missionary
Society, two. Wesleyan Native Charches, a Roman
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“Cathiolic Church, and an. ¥nglish Wesleyan Chapel,
 the latter a very handsome and commodious, gothic
' bpilding. In addition to the educational institutions

‘already mentioned there is the first-class sided unde-:

ITENHAGE==WOOL-WASHING.

. nominational school and ‘several boarding seminaries

. for young ladies. | A sale of land granted by Governs
ment in aid of & building fund for the undenomina~
tional school took place recently, twenty acres selling'
for £2,500 and subject to. a perpetual quitrent of £48
per annum.  This money will be applied to the:
purpose of erecting. gpacions school buildings, masters’

- resudence, &c. A water gervice is in course of cone

| struetion for which the municipality are authorized by
JAet of Parliament to borvow £12,500.

- Among the public institutions, &c , of the place are

a Juadies’ Benevolent Society, a Choral Socicty of

- _nearly fifty members, two Good Templar Liodges, two

Benefit Societies, Board of Executors, and a Library
‘and Reading-room.  Two newspapers are published,
~one in kingligh, the other in Duteh. .

| During the last twelve years an important industry
¢ has sprung up in - Uitenhage, viz.; wool-washing.
' There are now ten astablishments in the river Zwast-
. kops, the soft and alkaline property of whose water
vender it peculiarly adapted for the purpose. The
| steam=machinery at these places is of the most costly
and  perfect description.  From statistics recently
collected we ascertain that £200,000 capital is invested
in these establishments. The quantity of wool washed
18 abouf 200,000 bales per annum, the carrviage of
swhich to and from Port Elizabeth will form a con-
siderable item in' the traffic returns of the Portl
. Elizabeth and Uitenhage railway, now nearly com-
pleted.  These establishments employ, in addition to
the extensive machinery, a great number of Kafirs and
other natives at high wages. The result of this is
that labour is very scarce and dear in Uitenhage, and

N y
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>~ the/ business: of the numerous canteen-keepers very:
- Eprosperousy i -' S

- There are two extensive saltpans near Uitenhage,

Liondon Society 'mission station; the other at Coegay!

the private property of Mr. John Hitzeroth. = The '
salt produced by the latter is of the very first quality's
and the quantity appears inexhaustible, for although
40,000 muids per annum ave taken out, there is no.
apparent diminution of yield. Sed AT VR
“Lhe division of Uitenhage comprises an extensive
area. It is broken by mountains—ithe Coega, BEluwnds~
berg, and Winterhoek, formed of Devonian sandstones,
and slates, rising one after the other; but the lofty peak
of the Winterhoek, known agthe Cockscomb, stands igh
above the rest, its sumwmit commanding a glorious pano-
(ramic view northward even as far as the Sneeuwbergen,
Along the coast and in the valleys, some of ‘which are.
well-watered, there are good agricultural lands, while
the mountainslopes are excellent for cattle-grazing., The
number of draught oxen and other cattle maintained
here in 1865 was upwards of 43,000 head. Therewere
also 337,000 sheep depastured, and the clip of wool
was 767,789 1b. . The hest sheep farms, however, ave
in the more inland parts of the district which have
sweet grasses and Karoo herbage. ' The morsedoorn.
o euphorbin is at times found to be of value in some
localities, = There axe several varieties of it, one the
“bok-norse ” being uvsed for small stock and the % kars-
norse ” for all kinds.  In' seasons of drought it is fired,
and from the long grass between it, veadily burns.
The plant is thus partially roasted and the thorms
cleaned off. It is then greedily devoured by goats
and cattle which not only thrive but fatten on it. The
“vinger-pol” is amother succulent plant in nse ; it has
great fleshy fingers growing out of . crown & foot in
iameter. . This is regarded as'a nowrishing food for
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egen and iz used by carriers and others for that pur~ '
pose, especially when the pastures ave dvied up. Aloes
are plentiful and many of the natives find employment
\in the preparation of the drug, 40,000 1b. having
 been produnced in 1865. . The division has lately
. made great progress. 'The rateable property, which in
1870 was valued at £483,769, advanced in 1874 to
£1,607,5643.. This includes the magisterial district of
lansenville, The increase is due chiefly to the great -
guantity of Crown land leased, and now bringing in ‘a
yental to Government ;. and also to improvements in
the shape of homesteads, dams, &c., that have been
made on many of the farms, = Since 1869 the waste
lands of Uitenhage surveyed andleased amount fo
upwards of 487,969 morgen, giving an aggregate
" rental of £9,447 per annum. There still remains a
gonsiderable extent unappropriated.
= To the west of Uitenhage is the mneighbouring
divigion of Humansdorp, which is also agricultural
and pastoral and contains sonie fine estates, one of the
best of them being that of Zuurbron, the property of
My. Metelerkamp.: The township, distant about fifty
miles from Port Elizabeth, is situated on a sloping
lain overlooking the coast, About nine miles from
it is. Jeffrey’s Bay, a safe but unfrequented harbour
in the Bight of St. Francis, at a point nearly equi-
digtant from the mouths of the Kromme and Gamtoos
Rivers.  Rish and oysters are plentiful there.
. Near to Humansdorp is the Moravian mission of
Clarkson, and the stations of Kruisfonteinand Hankoy,
belonging to the Lioudon Missionary Society. The
latter is one of the best establishments of the Ik d,
keptin excellent order, and bearing evidence of indug-
trial improvement, Several hundred morgen of land
are under cultivation and irrigated by the waters of
the Garatoos River by means of a tunnel carvied through
the spur of a mountain at au expenseof one or two thou-
N 2




; 2 1l
&.’XZ.‘T/{S / g ) ] :
~7 gand pounds. Like othermigsion institutions, Hlankey
was oriﬁ'inn.lly formed as a sort of “city of refuge?
where the natives could be gathered together, educated,
and protected when necessary ; but now they have
arrived at that state that they can hold their vwn, and
the Society with the sanction of the Liegislature hag
arranged to divide and sell the lands in frechold lots
to the most orderly amongst them, the condition being
made in some cases that their lands shall not be
alienated for ten years after their receiving title, This
lan is regarded as certain to have a permanently
Eeneﬁcial result, as the best of the people may by the
acquisition of property rise to 'a position of indepen-
dence. Many of the natives both here and in Uliten~
hage are very well-conducted, possessing flocks of goats
aﬁ% horned cattle, and hiring lands from farmers and
lessees of Crownlandsonwhich to depasture their stock,
There are valuable forests in this tract of eountry,
viz., the dense « Zitzikamma” and “ New Forests,” .
which are finely watered, and contain every deserip-
+ion of colonial timber; “ Klein River,” situated at
the back of Hankey and in detached kloofs along the
Gamtoos River ; and the « Oliphant's Hoek ** Alexan-
dria, covering an area of thirty-five miles long by two
and three in breadth, but where with the exception of
« sneezewood ” the timber is inferior and water is very
goarce. There'is also “ Van Stadens River?” _wh'i;{
supplies Port Elizabeth with firewood, but has 10
large timber left, and the wooded kloofs of the * Zuur- -
Jerg A fearful conflagration’ occurred through-
‘out these districts in 1869. A destructive bush-
fiv -, said to have originated from the barbarous system
of “ veld-burning * extended far and wide, even into
the adjacent division of the Knysna, consuming home-
steads, farm-stock, crops, forest game, and everything
in its course. The damage to property was estinia__t_éﬁ
at upwards of £16,000 exclusive of the forest burnt.
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-~ Hastward from Uitenhage the elevated belt of the
| Zuourberg Mountains run in an almost unbroken line
towards Graham’s Town.  They consist of three or
four separate ranges of hills, of vounded or gently~
wundulaging contour, with deep wooded valleys inter-
weming,  Across this a splendid road is constructed
which has of late been the great thoroughfave for
wagon traffic between the northern districts and Port
Elizabeth, Asa work of art it is magnificent, and
the beauty of the scenery throughout it is unequalled

& in the Colony. The course of this road is over the

several hilly ridges or “neks” which arve separated
by walleys and kloofs, and its length following all the
_::ll%gzags of the ridges is fully twenty-four miles,
although the distance from one side to the other as a
bird flies would be scarcely more than eight. It is in
lexosming these “neks” or ridges that the peculiar
ehaxacter of the Zuurberg scenery is realized and geen
to advantage. The poet Pringle was as strikingly
ampressed with it forty years ago as any vistor may
‘be now. He describes it as far surpassing anything
‘of the kind he had witnessed elsewhere, or formed a
wonception of from the accounts of others. ©A
'billowy chaos of naked rountains, rocks, precipices,
‘and yawning abysses, that looked as if hurled together
by sorue prodigious convulsion of nature, while  over
ithe lower declivities and deep sunk dells, a dark
Jmpenetrable forest spreads its shaggy skivts and adds
yta the whole a stil more wild and savage sublimity,”
The forest or rather jungle along the base of the range
lon the south-east side is known as the Addo (or
LK’.-'.'&,(ldoz?‘ busgh; there ave still throughout it g
umber of elephants and buffaloes, but their haunts
.are now being invaded by the shrill whistle of the
‘railway, which runs along there between the Comi-
‘mando Kraal and Bushman’s River stationg, =
1 Alexandrinis on the seaward side of the Zuurberg,
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I pabween the  Sunday's River and the Bushman's
River, - The township and seat of magistracy is incons
veniently seated far away from' the main road to
Graham’s Town, at the extreme south-east cormer of
the district, about eighteen miles from the mouth of
the Bushman’s River. A preat deal of land is mndes
cultivation—this neighbourhood being known as the
“gyanary ” 'of the Kast, and large quantities of cereals
ave raised, supplying the markets of Port Elizabeth
and Graham’s Town. The adjoining countr; -,-formi-:i’g'
thie districts of AlbanyandBathurst, %1'011'1 the Bushman's
River to the Fish River, is of much the same characters
To the eye it has a most pleasing appearance, its hills
‘and valléys richly grassy and covered with patches of
shrubbery, far surpassing any ornamental parks. The
principal produce is oats; either as hay or grain.
Wheat and bavley are also grown, but the crops are
precarious, “rust” being common near  the coast,
although of late years an hybridised variety of wheat
of a hard and flinty kind has been found to withstand the
disdage and answer admirably. Cotton has been tried,
with favourable results, if labour counld only be relied
apon, and Indian corn, vegetables, and fruits can' be
raised to any extent,  The pasturage everywhere s
most luxuriant, often presenting iﬁe' appearance of
fields of hay, but, owing to its sour characteristic, it
ig penerally only suitable for cattle, which: attain o
magnificent condition, many of the finest oxen ems
loyed for transport riding being grazed and supplied
from  this quarter. Small flocks of sheep are pas-
tured, where formerly it was supposed: they would
not live, and although the increase Eas not been great,
they have done tolerably well, and with proper selec-
tion and care they answer to a considerahﬁa oxtenty
The hamlets of Bathurst, Clumber, Salem, and: Bid-
bury, mark the locations of many of the early British
gettlers, while the village of Riebeek is the only one
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rdpresenting the old colonists, and still maintaining its
| iDmtohRefornaed  Chure oy o b Wi S
" Whese districts ave watered by several streams, and
at the month of one of them, the Kowie, is the harbour of
Port Alfred, where extensive works have been carried
on for many years, to deepen the channel of) the
aiver and render it available for vessels’ of moderate
. draught and burthen, ' Originally the river debouched
ion the eastern side, and as far back as 1820, when
the English immigrants were located in the neighw
bourhood, a brig of war sailed across the bar and
wanchored  there, while parties of the settlers, with
‘their wagons, passed over the ground on the western
| ‘gide, where at the present day vessels of eleven feet
draught may float. - The river was many years after-
swards altogether diverted to the western bank by Mr,
Oock, the propuietor of the land on that side, assisted
" by & mumber of settlers, who cut a trench through
' the sands and led out the stream, blocking up the
. old channel by sand bags and bush. Its suitability

for a port was most entﬁusiastically urged upon the
Covermment by My, Cock and his friends, who formed
a1 company and contributed £25,000 for the purpose
of carrying out the necessary works. The late
eminent engineer, Mx. Rendell, was consulted and
furnished plans for the construction of walls along
ithe river to confine its course and increase: the force
of its cmrrent, so as to clear the bar at its mouth,
The cost of these improvements, as carried on by
the Kowie Harbour Company up to 1868, was over
£100,000, Since then the Government have taken
over the whole concern, the few original subscribers
‘remaining having agreed to forfeit their shaves, aud
‘wow the works are' being executed according to
«designs more recently furnished by Sir John Coode.
The nsefulness of the-port has already been smply
demonstrated by its trade, which is steadily increasing.
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" #Phe mumber of vessels entered inwards in 1871 was
twenty-two, and the imports £23,986,while in 1874 the
vessels inereased to fifty, and the imports to £131,450.
The exports also advanced from £49,938 in 1871, to
£101,191 in 1872, being double the amount' of the
previous year, and in 1873 they were £92,940, There
18/ o doubt the trade will be greatly enlarged as soon
as the coasting steamers make it a port of ealls |
At Port Alfred there is excellent holding ground
for ships of the largest size at the outer anchorage,
and it i& never a lee shore, the prevalent winds bemg
aip or down the coast, enabling vessels to slip and put
to sea at any time, There is a steam fug of twenty-
five horse-power, and lighters, for loading and dis-
charging at the outer anchorage, or for bringing
wessels of moderate draught (nine to ten feet) into
the river, to the wharves, a mile from the entrance,
where stores, a bonding warehouse, and  Custom-
house have been already ervected, and theve is every
facility for landing and’ shipping as in a dock, The
large reach above the present wharves,—a basin three
quarters of a mile in length—will, ‘when dredged out
to its original depth (thirty feet), make an excellent
and commodious dock, which itis proposed to call ¢ The
Mayrie Dock.” The viver itself is navigable for small
vessels for eight or ten miles, and for boats for up:
wards of sixteen miles, the scenery being exceeding};
beautiful and picturesque, the bauks wooded to the
water’s edge, varied in the upper veaches above the
Mansfield with grassy slopes and hight' precipitious
clifis. The country, as far as Graham’s Toww, Thas
lately been surveyed for a railway, and has been very
favourably reported upon. ' There is every likelibood
that if 'the desived improyement of the porf is suc-
eessfully earried out, the traffic will amply cover: the
initerest on ' the cost of construction, as well as the
working expenses of such a line. Y R
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~“Grabam’s Town, the chief' town of Albany and
the imetropolis .of the Hastern Districts, .is 'abont
forty miles inland. It is situate in the basin of the
hills,  forming the extveme spurs of the Zuurberg,
wheye the Kowie has its rise. Originally a Boer’s
- farm, considered so poor as hardly to afford the means
“of existenee to .its occupant, and so badly supplied
with water as to render if requisite to remove. the
stock at certain periods of the year, it was selected
in 1812 as the site of a military cantonment for the
. English troops,—being naméd in recognition of the
services of Col. Graham, then Commander of the
Foreeg-~and afterwards, in 1820, on the arrival of
- ithe English immigrants, it was chosen as the capital
of what was termed the ¢ Albany Settlement.”
Hrom a sketch (preserved in the Albany Library),
‘takon just before the arvival of the immigrants, in
which every house is marked 'down and named, it
appears that there were then not more than a dozen
houses in addition to the military barracks. In the half
ventury that has since elapsed both houses and. popu-
lation have increased many hundredfold, and; other
towns and  setflements have been established as
offshots by the Pilgrim Fathers of Albany. .
|\ Their history from the first is a gtory of trial and
suffering, heroically borne and crowned with sueccess.
Placed on the extreme {rontier, in close contact with
awar-like race of savagesoccupyingacountryso densely
avooded as to defy detection and elude pursuit—totally
mnacquainted with the climatic peculiarvities and the
warying character of herbage and soil-—reverses came
and succeeded each other with startling rapidity.
‘Phe ust blighted all their corn, floods washed away
their coxrn lands and cottaged, and Kafirs murdered
their herds and swept off their stock, till at length,
after years of patient endurance, the whole settlement |
 was overrun and every homestead burnt down aund
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7 Hestroyed, Graham’s Town only escaping the uni-
versal ruin. Becoring thus saddenly the home of
Lundveds of gettlers, the centre of 'a 'large war exs
penditure, and afterwards the head-quarters of the
wmilitary and civil expenditure of the Province, /its
jterease was steady and rapid.: In a few ! years it
formed the emporium of the frontier trade, ﬂenﬁmg
off other towns and settlements in advance of itiwhich
contributed in turn fo its own prosperity. dnithis
way Fort Beaufort, King William’s Town, Queen’s
Town, &c., were established. i bR
1% There's Grraham’s Town's calf 7 was the signifioant
yemark of a Kafir chief to his followers as they ' were
travelling onwards at the close of one of the wars aud
King William’s Town suddenly came insighta 0

The frontier trade with the natives first began:as
“harter” at periodical fairs held soon after the settlers’
arvival, first'at the Claypits in Liower Albany,cand
afterwards at Fort Wiltshive—red clay, beads, and
brass wire being the medium of exchange. = Ihis
goon led to the issue of licences to cross the border
and into the Interior, and to = settled trade at
Graham’s Town, the extent and importance of which
may be estimated by the rapid increase of the com=
weroe of Port Elizabeth, which was fora long time the
‘only port of the Province. Direct trade wit  Eurxope
which may be said to have commenced in 1830,
‘doubled itself every five years for thirty years, until
at the end of forty years it had increased forty fold,
the returns in the first five years being £340,000, and
during the last five upwards of £14,000,000 sterling.
This steady advance in progperity was mot attained

. vithout mnumerous drawbacks and @ difficulties—~the
sottlers’ misfortunes and * gricvances ” also increasing
steadily.  Besides rust, floods, locusts, drought,
perennial plunder, and periodical wars, there were
other causes of chronic discontent,~—the remoteness of
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the Seat of Government, and the absurdly small size of
- their locations, out of ‘all proportion to the more
 inland farms, 100 acres being deemed ample for ‘the
newly-arrived immigrant to live on, and 8,000 acres nok
too much for the old colonists, Many left their locas
tions in utter despair. | Their press had been seizedto
prevent remonstrance or outcry, and appeals for relief
and yedress were made in vain. At length war unexs
ﬂ?tédly brolee out with great fury in December, 1834,
. lasting two years ; and after another interval of pseudo-
| peace, during which the same causes were graduall
Tipening, was followed by snother aud fiercer outbre
in 1846 ; and a third, still more disastrous and costly,
in 1862, Thrice has Graham’s Town been virtually i
@ state of siege, ‘its streets barricaded, its churches
turned into places of refuge for the  women and chils
dren, its whole population on' Government rations,
their flocks swept off by the enemy or appropriated
by the Commissariat without compensation under
martial law ; and the citizens, who from age orinfirmity
were declared unfit for service in the field, doing
duty as sentries or outlying pickets by might an
petrols by day. - Bach Kafir war had its own specifie
panacen, which was warranted to prevent all {uture
wats, The reprisal system-—the soothing system--the
‘subsidising system--<each was tried in turn with the
game result, All failed. ' The Kafirs were Kafirs stally
‘Having mno right of property themselves, all being
. wested in their chief, how could they be expected to
‘respect the rights of property in others?  Theft was
a tribal virtue and chronic war the normal state of the
pation-—their only pastime in fact. The war of 1836
wost £300,000; that of 1846, near £1,000,000, and the
Tast £2,000,000 sterling 5 and the losses of stock, &ci,
wearly £1,000,000 more, for which no compensation
was ever gramted, Yet Groham’s Town prospered
notwithstanding,  From a mere military post with
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fracks and a dozen honses in 1820, it had a popu-

~ " lation of 3,800 English in 1834, and of 8,000 in 1865,

. Wext to the environs of Cape Town, Graham’s
Town is now beyond question the most pleasant place
of residence in the Colony. , The a proach  frorm
Prince Alfred’s road, on the Kowie side, affords the
bestand prettiest view ofits features, of which oceasiona!
glimpses are catght for several miles as the ORI
winds round the spurs of the mountain. Suddenly
above Fort England, the eastern half of the city starts
into view-—a picture quite English in its p{emiﬁg '
contrast of dark tree avenues, white buildings, neat

ﬁardens, and straggling cottages, with the soft green

ues of the grassy hills. .
From the Algoa Bay road, the first glimpse o
after emerging from * Howison’s Poort” through
the toll, 1y also striking and pictaresque, espe~
cially in: the early morning,—the sunlit town opening
out slowly like an unfolding panorama us one
winds  round  the! edge of (goodwin’a_' Kloof,
govered with. aloes, geraniums, cressulas, and other
bright flowers, amid festoons of evergreens hanging
from clefts in the rocks by the roadside, and the VI
tical cliff, over swhich a waterfall tumbles or trickles
through mosses and maiden hair fern, just as the season
will let it, into the kloof below, where the abandoned
Lape Corps’ camp is seen, with its lake-dam gleaming
in the sunshine close to the dense mags of foliage
known as ¢ The Ouaks,” the old residence of  Robert
Graham, late magistrate; and son of the founder of
the city, Beyond on the left, stretch the willa and
ardens of Westhill and Oatlands, and St. Andrew’s
Jollege, and Bishopshourne, and the Oatlands 'quk,
with. its beautiful church and tall tapering spire, quite
2 gem of colonial church architecture.  Nesr it Si
Atdan’s Semivary and astronomical tower, with the
wooded ¢ Liynx Kop” or sugar loaf, bounding the
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“distant view. Next come the Cathedral tower and
central parts of the town, as you drive ‘down 'the hill
‘through ' the winding avenue of trees into Prince
ﬁl&el Lstreat, past the Drosdty and barracks, to Wood's
OfRILt | : :
" From the Quaen’s voad, on the east, a'more distant
‘but most comprehensive view 1s obtained.! The eit
18 geen extending for a couple of miles along the
lateral spurs of the mountain ; its broad streets lined
-+ with trees, its houses interspersed with gardens; the
. Drosdty and Government-house, Botanic Gardens, and
. .gemeteries conspicuous. The Cemeteries are the most
ornamental and the most carefully kept in the Colony
and the mortuary chapel erected over the grave of
Axmstrong, first Bishop of Graham’s Town, the only
one of its kind for burial services at the Cape. In
this Cemetery, andon the Cathedral walls foo, ave monus
ments to the various persons of note, military and
civil, who have lost their lives in the several frontiexr
WaLs, '
The main road from Kafirland, again, leads past
the native locations, Kafiv, Fingoe, and Hottentot,
with their gardens of mullet and maize, and the native
andustrial institution and Kafir church. ; !
| There are 1,200 houses in Graham’s Town, and
twenty miles of streets well kept and gravelled, and
250 houses and hats in the suburbs, The principal
strects are {rom 100 feet to 140 feet 'wide, with side
walks lined with trees. 'The houses are of stone!'or
hrick, roofed with slate or iron, thatch being prohibited
in all mew structures, The principal buildings are of
‘grey quartzose sandstone, easily worked and of
excellent quality, hardening on exposure in some
?-n'a!:ries almost to a quartzite. ' A valuable' freestone
for orpamental building is obtained from Bathurst
.and Southwell, whence also most of the lime is pro-
cured, from the tuffaceous crust overlying the tertiary

L
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«Jifmestone. A plentiful supply of ' pure) water js
derived from the spurs of the Zuurberg close to the
town, whence the ﬁowie_ springs issue, which, 's :
up in three reservoirs; holding 24,000,000 of gallons, is
distributed over the streets through twelve miles of
iron mains, supplying 600 service pipes or private
leadings, In addition there are several publie dams,
private tanks, and a copious well-supply available in
the lower parts of the city, where the rainfall per-
colating through the gravel to the retentive cla
beneath is dammed up by the trap-rock of the valley,
The natural facilities for' drainage, lateral gullies,
gravelly sabsoil, and the steep incline of the walloy
and congequent absence of swampy ground effectually
prevent miasma, and the sewage is nightly remaved
two miles to the leeward, and deodorised in pits with
alternate layers of earth, Hence there are no endemic
digeases, no fevers, save an occasional sporadic case
from the neglect of the ordinary sanitory vules, none
in fact but preventible causes of disease.
The military statistics prove it to be one of the
healthiest stations of the British army ; and the civil
hospital returns give incontrovertible evidence  of the
same facts. Elevated a third of a mile (1,760 feet])
above the sea, and distant from it about twenty-five
miles in a direct line, the ozone-laden breeze from
the ‘coast reaches the mountain-top daily about three
pan:, flowing imperceptibly over the Graham’s Town
valley, At one spot (called from the circumsiance
# Waai Neck ”), at the top of the Howison’s Poort, a
perfect syphon-system of wventilation, a dinrnal  ine
draught from the sea is thus carvied onin the calmest
weac%er, the beated air rising from the plaius below
through the Poort over Goodwin’s Kloof, the woodad
seaward slopes of the mountain cooling it before. it
veaches the city. - Thus i the eclimate of 'Graliam’s.
Town is cooler, drier, and more temperate than that of
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" donstebelty where the heated current fromy tha™

. yeeping round the 1.’ Agulbas bank keeps up.

g higher and wove equable temperature all the year

round, just as the Gulf stream modulates the chmate:

evonshire and the south coast of Ireland.  One

of i the chief advantages of Graham’s Town as a

. sanatorinmy in addition to its elevated site, fine climate,
| oure  air, and the absence of all local sources of
disoase, is the facility with which invalids can remove

* to & higher or lower level, to a moister or drier
| olimate, as taste or the varying phases of  disease
| may render desirable-—to the soft warm balmy air

| of the coast, where no fiosts are known, or the keen

| @ry mountain aiv of the Katberg or Winterberg, 5,000

| 07,000 feet above the sea. - When the railways are

_ opéned, the coasty or the elevated  plateau, above,

' Cradock where chest diseases are scarcely known,
' may be reached in a few hours. _

| “Asuburban village,with exteusive commonage rvights,

" hag been laid out and built upon along the mountain:

' top above the city, which offers peculiar advantages in

.| the treatment of chest affections and chronic diseascs.

. Placed on the summit of ‘the range, 2,100 feet sbove

 the sea, in the pure free aiv and %righf. sunshine, and

" gheltered by a belt of firs and eucalyptus  troes from,

* the prevalent winds, it commands an extensive view

" on all gides, ' On the north and enst the blue Amatola

| Mountaing, the “Lnheri” of Pringle, the Tabindoda,

and the Gireat Winterberg peak, bound the horizon,

On the south and west the sea line is plainly visible:

. from the Kish to the Bushman’s River, interrupted

only at intervals, while below, a thousand feet down,

strotoh the wooded undulating plains of . Liower

Albany, Adjoining Gtrabam’s Town, and on the main

youd to Port:Alfred, it is thus within easy reach of the

| gomforts and luxuries as well as the necessities of

 civilized life, and the pleasures of English society—
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; Wﬁt&ges_mbatrimﬁoﬁant yet too! often  6verlool L
g disvegarded in the choice ‘of a:suitable residence

for invalids, Of what avail to the unhappy. consump=
tive with body and mind out of gear, 8 "w healthful
olimate if shut out from the world | and society, and
from all sources of mental and physical enjoyment, -
in some Free State town or: lone farm ‘n the
Karoo, = Here pleasurable occupation and | amuse-
ment suited to every taste, with gufficient inducement
for out-door exercise——often a8 essential ag mpedical
freatment or pure air in cases of lingering diseases~—are.
readily obtainable, To the sportsman the deep wooded
Kloofs of the neighbourhood offer abundant exeitement, -
‘Antelopes of various kinds, the, rhebok, ‘blawwbok}
and boschbok, with hares, pheasants, partridges are
found close by; hexds of buffaloes still haunt the
tancled thickets of the ¢ Kooms” and the Kowie!
bush; the stately koodoo is still to be' seen in the,
Fish River bush ; the duyker and oribie on the grassy .
fats near Bathurst, and the graceful gazelle of 'the’
Cape (the springbok), with korhaan and guineasfowl
on the plains towards Bedford and Somerset. .\ To the!
angler the deep shady pools of the Kareiga, within a
few miles, offer tempting attractions, and to lovers of
the picturesque, those enjoyable pienic and boating
excursions ' to the different watering ' places——the
Kowie, Kasouga, and Kleinemont—afford in all seas =
sons pleasing change and variety. Whils to those of
sntellectual habits and literary taste, the various ingti
tutions of ‘the city, its reading-rooms, circulating
library, souseum, - and botanical gardens, are at nﬁl
Hixdes nccessible, By those fond of gaiety, no doubt
the -Assembly-rooms and spacious Albany Hall, with
its balls, concerts, orations, lectures, and: theatrical
entertainments will berfrequently patronised ; as also
the very attractive riding parties,” gallops, and,
carriage drives across the cxtensive flats neay the
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“toven;  The city club and the various other clubs and:
. gocietiey for mutual improvement, and the oricket
‘avotmd and commodious swimming-bath below the
| yogervoirs, must also be mentioned. Invalids who have - Y
experienced the effects of both climates, assert that
. ‘theve is no comparison between the elear, dry, invi-
(5 ;gx_s)rating climate of this part of the Colony, and the
| wavm, moist, relaxing heat of Madeira, which has
. hitherto enjoyed the monopoly of a sanitorium for
‘chest complaints.  Already the voyage from England
\Ting been reduced by steamer to three or four weeks, and
/whenthe wonderful curative effect of the Cape climate in
. sueht affections is more generally known, the claimg of
| Grabam’s Town and its neighbourhood will no doubt
 belduly appreciated: By the telegraph wire and
| postal sexvice, it is alveady in communication with every
 part of the Colony, and within & year it is hoped the
' submarine cable will give instantaneous communion
with Burope and India as well.  Then the pulse of
the patient here may be felt at his home, 6,000 miles
' off, and the eager inquiries of anxious friends get
immediate reply. This will yemove much of the
. patural reluctance of the sickly and delicate to leaving:
‘@ Home” and risking the imagiuary horrors of even a
tc?mpomry banishment to a distant and unknown
. Ia reference to religious matters, a point of impor-
tance in considering the status of social communities,
every Sect!in the Eastern Districts has its head-
warters in Graham’s Town, excepting the Dutch
 Ohureh, the community being exclusively English,
Tt is the residence both of the Anglican and Roman
Qatholic Bishops, having in addition to ‘St. George’s:
Cathedral, four churches conneected with the Church
'ofawEngland (8¢, Bartholomew’s, St. Andrew’s, St.
_ Philip's, and’ Christchureh); ore Roman Catholic
Church (St. Patrick’s), three Wesleyan, one Baptist,
! RS
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“and two Independent places of: sworship.’ | There ave;
about 1,000 scholars under educ¢ation in the yavions,
sohools and colleges; public and private, comprising
the St. Andvew’s College, St. Bart's and 8t, Georgels
Grammar schools, a large undenominational school,
the Kafic College, the Convent Iree School and
hoarding school for girls, and numerous other private
educational establishments. . Amongst the charitable
institutions of the city may be mentioned the Albany.
Brethren Society and Club house, the Foresters and =
Qdd-Fellows’ Societies, Two Masonic Liodges, and a
Liadies’ Benevolent Society. The Albany General:
Hospital, situated on an elevated site (with extensive
arden grounds, and capable of accommodating fifty
eds, has a neat building attached for the treatment
of mental diseases; and an extensive Provincial
lunatic asylum is in process of érection on the site of
the Fort England barracks. The fwo military hoss,
itals and extensive military barracks, and Kngineer,
rdinance, and Artillery buildings and officers’ quarters.
. are being gradually appropriated to other public nses.
For ten years past, too, the city has heen the sesb
of the Kastern Districts’ Court, with  attendant
Judges, Solicitor-Geeneral, and ' a numerous . bar *
There are three local banks, the  Oriental, Standard,
and London and South African—all branches of |
English establishments, a Saving’s Bank, several
assurance and investment companies, and a Chamber |
of Commerce recently established, There is a Natural
History Society connected with the. Albuny Museum,
a. Public Library containing between 6,000 and 7,000 =
volumes, with reading-rooms, in which most of the'
English  periodicals and colonial ' newspapers ave
regularly taken. The Graham’s Town newspapers in
point of circulation -and influencé bear 'the same .
relation to the rest of the Province as does the metro~'

politan press to the English provineial press. 1/

L
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‘soil of the Graham’s Town basin is a rich clay
loam derived from the trap rock debris, shales, and
gandstones, and is highly productive ; trees thrive
_everywhere by the roadside and in the  streets,
 including the oak, fir, blackwood, gum-trecs, and
| various indigenous trees. The public Gardens are
‘picturesquely grouped on the slopes of the rocky
Eﬂl below the reservoirs, the well-kept grass lawng
and flower beds, shady avenues of oaks and hand-
sonle conservatory, beiug a favourite place of resort,
and’ fts nurseries and hot houses supplying most
of the up-country homesteads and towns. The market
‘gaydenps are numerous, and most English and tropical
| froits thrive well; the orange, vine, guava, lime,
loquat, peach, apricot, cherry, and strawberry grow
Tuxuriantly, as do vegetables of all kinds. The Klora
of the neighboutrhood is particularly rich and exten-
. sive, comprising both the Zuurveldt and forest vege-
tation with that of the grassy plains and Karoo—a fine
| field for the botanist, Extensive surface deposits of
valuable iron ore exist within three miles of the city
. on Woest Hill, unworked from the want of labour,trans-
6, and fuel: although a careful examination of
. several tons, sent home to Bessimer for analysis and
oport, proves it to be equal to any ore known, for the
purposes of conversion into steel. There iy also an
xtensive deposit of hematite or '* Kafir elay ” a fow
‘miles down the valley, supplying national paint to the
é¥ed ¥ Kafir in the “blanket” or “toga” stage of
civilization. Fine ochres of various tints hayve been
made from the Graham’s Town shales ; and the white
elay msed for fire bricks, tiles, and drain pipes at the
_ brick kilns is a pure kaolin, equal to the best China |
noreelain clay,——biscuit porcelain and long-stemmed
%‘Babﬁé pipes of excellent quality having been iade
feom it.  Wani of labour alone prevents successful
- gompetition with the imported article,  Formerly
0 2




: THE FISH RIVER VALLEY-—PEDDIE. |

Ly

% g-i"{iff‘}él&n.m;’s Town, too, had its _'cloth fact»oi‘y.._ _anﬁ-,*!ﬁa .

ap wool. A brass and iron foundry, steam mill and

~‘factory, but it wasfound cheaper toimport thanto work =

lathe, several tanneries, soap and candle mannfactories,

and coach and wagon establishments turning out 300 to
400 new wagons yearly, may also be mentioned. |

. Beyond Graham’s Town, the country is broken by
the valley of the Great Ilish River, whose courseis
marked by the sombre ridge known as the * Randt,”
gradually falling away as 1t runs down to the level of
the sea at Waterloo Bay. Although grassy pastures
generally extend on each side, a narrow slip along the
river is quite of a Karoo character, and upen itare
some very fine sheep farms, the properties of Messtss
Currie, Bowker, G. Wood, Lombard, Nel, and others,
Some portions, again, are covered with almost impervi-
oug bush, consisting of euphorbin, spekboom, and other
gucculent thorny plants, which in the by-gone war
times were occupied by the Kafirs as a natural strong-

hold, whence they could surprise their objects of

attack, or elude their pursuers. The Fcea Pass
leads through this bush, forming one of the most
romantic of frontier roads, : g
Towards the coast from the Fish River to the
Keiskamma is the district of Peddie, which is con-
sidered as rather indifferent for grazing, and very dry
even for agricultural purposes ; b ]
oreat number of natives, who cultivate Indian apd
Kafiv corn, and garden produce. This islooked upon
as a most suitable locality for-the growth of cotton—
the large population (about twenty-seven individualsto
the square milo) offering facilities for gathering the
erop, and it is possible that the natives themezelves
may, by the force of example, be induced to try and
continue its cultivation, These natives are mostly
Fingoes—the remmants of a secattered race, who were
beld in bondage by the Kafirs, but after the war of

ut it 18 filled with'a. |
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008 released 'ahd Tocated i the Colony by the

Government, since which time they have proved
faithful subjects. They show much more a titude

. than the Kafir to adopt European customs, and have

already made considerable advance in civilization—

| many of them purchasing farms, owning wagons and
| cattle, engaged in transport riding, improving their’
| flocks of sheep, using ploughs and other implements

of husbandry, and raising wheat and oat-hay, besides

| the ordinary native crops. ‘
. The upper or more inland part of the country is
 the division of Victoria East—an undulating grassy

tract, studded with mimosa bush, and very productive

a8 'well as particalarly healthy for sheep and cattle.
It ‘extends up the Chumie Basin to tge Hogsback
Mountain on the ridge of the Amatolas, and includes
‘the town of Alice, the Tndustrial Mission Station of
Liovedale, and the small church-village of Aberdeen. ‘A.
few farms in this district wore sold for the first time in
1848 they averaged each about 1,000 acres in extent,
and only realised the upset price of two shillings an
~ acre. Afferwards, the contignous lands were parcelled
- but, and Franted to adventurous frontier men, on eon-

dition of permanent occupation, Now they have
- mmensely increased in value. THere, also, there are
several populous locations, where the Fingoes are
making marked progress, and living on very good
terms with their Huropean neighbours. The number
_ of native residents is roughly estimated at 8,000, and
the livesstock owred by them is over 3,000 head of

cattle, 10,000 sheep, 6,000 goats, besides horses and

wagos .
. To the Jeft of Victoria Tast are the districts
of Fort Beaufort and Stockenstrom, which, in
‘Tespect of picturesque scenery, as well as of fertility
and capability of production, are unsurpassed in the
Colony. The heights of Gaikas Kop, Menzie's Berg
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_ §TOCKENSTROM AND EAT RIVER., L
“’j}é Elandsberg, and Katberg form a bold back-ground,
" {rom which mmor hills run out, enclosing char;xuug}{
beautiful valleys, verdant, wooded, and well watered,
One of these, named Lushington, extends from
Peffer’s Kop to near Elands Post, the seat of magis-
tracy for Stockenstrom, = Another, and the most
important, is that known as the Kat River Settlement,
embracing an area of about twenty-five miles north
and south, by about twenty miles east and west: This
was once the home of the Chief Macomo and his
tribe; and, after their expulsion for treagon and dis-
order, it was set apart for the location of the aborie
ginal  Hottentots, who were scatiered ahout the
country. It was mapped out into villages, nimed
Heritzog, Balfour, Ebenerer, Philiptown, Buxton, and = »
Fairbairn, and occupied by nearly four or five thou-
sand Iottentots, with a few white inhabitants scats
tered amongst them, Although there were many
individual instances of industry and progress encou- -
rag}rin to the philanthropic friends uiP the abovigines,
sfill the district, as a whole, was never a prosperous
one, and the part taken by many of the people in the
rebellion of 1851 led to the breaking up of its exclu- -
siveness as a national settlement. The forfeited
%roperties, about 130 in number, were given to
tnglish and Dutch farmers, each having an allotment
of arable land, varying from five to fwenty acres,
with grazing rights on surrounding blocks of com-
monage land, ﬁy this means a more well-to-do and
energetic class have been introduced, supplying the
Ela.ce of masters and labour employers, which it would
ave been a wise policy to have adopted on the first
distribution of the land. It is of this district the lats
Sir George Cathcart said, “There is no country in
the world where a man with .a family could thrive
better if given an erf of half an acre, or ong acre at
most, with sufficient commonage for his cows, goats,
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/ m‘&ep:gyﬁ‘ ‘There are also several forests along the
-mountaing filled with timber of large size, and of the
‘most useful deseription, open to the industry of any

“one for a trifling amount of license-money. el
- "1 Phe mountain pass across the Katberg, and leadin
10 the ‘Queen’s Town division, is very 'grand ax
«picturesque. ' The road winds up along a shoulder of
\the mountain to an elevation of 3,000 or 4,000 feet,
-,?@qing acrogs emerald-green slopes, through bush and
dorest and vocky' krantzes, and over water-falls and
~deep gullies, which make one marvel at the intrepidity
.-:;-iﬁ?l?skil'l of the engineer who laid it out<the late
«Mr. A, (. Bain. At gome points nothing' can be
| ‘miore striking than to gaze upwards to the forest-
erowned heights, and then to glance down into the
\wawning depths of still grander forests beneathi, From
“the sumamit a magnificent outlook is to be had, and,
‘aceording to the season of the year or the state'of
‘the weather, it changes from the picturesque to the
wwild'and fantastical, 'We have visited it on a bright,
| elear sunmmer’s day ; but it may be seen under different
<ireumstances—such as in winter, when snow enwraps
_ the heights in its white wreaths; or in dark storm,
- when Joud thunders echo over the rocky peaks, and
‘wivid lightnings illumine the yawning precipices
‘aronnd ; and at other times, when the spreading vales
below are covered with a sea of silvery mist, out of
‘“which the tops of the hills rise up like solitary islands
on an ‘expanse of ocean.
i he ]fat River, which waters these valleys, flows
i through a succession of beautiful glens to the open
-'ﬁ]-ai-n where Fort Beaufort lies, in an ampitheatre of
‘hills, - From a mere military post Fort Beaufort has
‘becoms a town of considerable interest and import-
‘ance, containing a number of handsome and substan-
aal dwelling-bouses and stores, and extensive harracks
‘buildings. The streets are lined with the Indian lilac,
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3 s.{ringa-xree, and there is a central public garden,
worthy  of imitation in every village in South Africa.
Thet Grove,”asthe gardenis tmnﬁ-,waa the work of the
late magistrate, Mr, Meurant, who, with local conviet
labour, converted a dry, baked, naked piece of waste
ground into an ornamental public square and pleasant
promenade. It shows how easily, and at little cost,
an indifferent soil and situation may be clothed with
timber trees, which in time become a source of wealth,
improve the appearance of the country, and add to
ithe comfort of its inhabitants. Around Fort Boan-
fort are numerous valuable sheep walks and cattle and
‘grain farms,—the properties of Messrs, Ayliff, Ogilvie,
Blakeway, Godlonton, Stokes, and Gilbert. E the
.summer season the whole digtrict is richly beautiful,
extending in every direction in ridges or meadows,
bright with verdure and dappled with the fragrant
flowering mimosa, or clumps of other evergreens.
The pasturage in average seasons carries a sheep to .
an acre, besides cattle and horses, all the year thréugh,
but in times of protracted drought, which pariodiclﬁly
occur, the grass withers rapidly, and stock has to be
reduced or removed elsewhere for food. bl
North-westward from Fort Beaufort are the wood-
«erested heights kuown as the Kromme Range,which em~
brace the Waterkloof, Fuller’s Hoek, Blinkwater, and
‘other forest fastnesses occupied by the Kafirs in past
wars. Beyond them is the Didima, and highabove, at an
altitude of 7,800 feet, is the Great Winterberg, com-
manding & magnificent view of all the eastern districts
as well as of éradock, Queen’s Town, and even part
of Kafirland, This is almost an - Alpine region, the
" mountain gummits in winter being covered with snow.
It contains fine agricultural, as well as sheep and
cattle farms.,  Many ~streams, which have their
.sources at a considerable elevation, arve easily led ouf
for the purposes'of irrigation, and artificial water-
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¢8 have been constructed at comparatively small
@xpense, from which large gardens, orchar , and
~eorn-lands below them are easily cultivated, and yield
. most abundantly, = These streams lower down form
the Koonap River, which after leaving the mountains

passes through the village of Adelaide, and thence on
‘until it unites with the Ereat Fish River. Adelaide
has a large Duteh Reformed Church, built of stone at
8 c0st of from £20,000 to £30,000, chiefly contributed
_b’g the surrounding farmers. The village is only
of recent creation, and the population is small, but
the progress already made in the formation of the
Beveral streets, the establishment of a school, a bank, a
wool-wash, and alocal newspaper, indicate the activity
and enterprise of its inhabitants.
. Orossing the Koonap, we enter the division of
- Bedford whose township is situated in a pretty nook
under the wood-crested ridge of the Kagaberg,  The
estate « Maastrom,” belonging to the Stockenstrom
family, and the fine grazing ﬁmds and flocks of the
 Messrs. King, are close to Bedford, while in the upper
-g{art of the district, formerly known as the Baviaan’s
tver, there are many very superior agricultural and
jpastoral farms. It wer there that the Scotch party
ed by the poet, Th .las Pringle, were settled in
1820, The condition; , the country at the time of
their arvival, and the mecidents attendant upon the
‘newsettlers’ life, are graphically deseribed in Pringle’s
/% Novrative,” Indeed his sketches and his lyrics have
‘made this neighbourhood classic ground. Few who
are acquainted with either will fail to feel an interest
dn the spot where the emigrant-band pitched their
stents fifty years ago—
| *'When first these mountains heard the Sabbath song.”

The Scotch aﬂpellation of Glen Liynden was then given
%o ity and such it is still named. The locality was
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“well-chosen o fertile busin' or ‘valley,” ‘Pringle
says, “spreading out in verdant meadows, sheltered
and “embellished without being ~encumbered ' with
groves of mimosa frees, among which in' the distane
~were herds of wild animals, antelopes and quaggas
pasturing in undisturbed quietude,”” The beauty' of
these valleys or glens have been sung by 'the ‘poet in
“hig “ Captive of Camalu:” A
' 0 Camalu—green Camalu | W
"Twag thers I fed my fathier's flack,
Beside the moant where cedars threw ©
At dawn their shadows from the rocks 0
There tended I my father's flock i
Along the grassy-margined rills, P Ry
Or chased the bounding bontebole = ' ' 000
With hound and spear among the hille” 1+

Ky T 1T .
And still more sweetly in hig * Evening Rambles e
80 descriptive of this Arcadian life,~—when . Fy

#The sultry summer noon is past ;' '+
And mellow evening comes. at lasf, 1 :
With a low and languid breeze . 0 Lk
Fanning the mimosa trees, '
That cluster o’er the yellow wvale,
And oft perfume the panting gale
‘With fragrance fai, it séems to tel
Of primorose-tuft in' ;. . tish dell,
Peeping forth in ten + spring |
‘When the blithe lark," gins to sing.”

“Sae that’s the lot o’ our inheritance then ? " quoth
one of the party-—says the Narrative—as they came in
view of the location, “Aweel, now that we’ve really got
till’t, T maun say the placelooks no sae mickle amiss, and
may suit our purpose no that ill, provided thae haughs
turn out to be gude deep land for the pleugh, and we
can but contrive to find a decent road outi o’ this
queer hieland glen into the lowlands.,”

With courageous hopeful hearts they settled down
in the wild domain, and at once applied themselves o
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sk of teaching “the waste to yield them daily
After the first: difficulties were Swmounted
7 beeame familiarised to the country jand its

&

mmous mhabitants, they prospered exceedingly well.

(Houseswere built, crops were reaped, gardens and
| rchards were stocked, and flocks and herds . accumiue

dated. . Pringle had the satisfaction of witnessing this
Success, and thanked God for the good providence
which had directed their course to the wilds ‘of South
Adrica.  His relatives still flourish here, the ehief of
vaem now surviving being' Mr. Dodds Pringle 'of
% Glen Thoin,” who is. conspicuous for his activity and
enterprise in his agricultural and pastoral pursuits,
. wicing with his neighbours for the possession of the
. best imported stock or'the most improved rea ing
and thrashing machines, cultivators anll other modern
labour-saving appliances of good farming, -
., The division OF Somerset I

i ast adjoins Bedford-—-the
Great Fish River, which comes down from Cradock,
rfﬂ'ﬂﬁnig the boundary between them, The town like
that, of Bedford, is situate at the foot of a charming
Wood-fringed hill, the Boschberg, It is of consider-
able size, with well-laid out-streets, and many gardens
_ and trees. . English, Dutch, Wesleyan, Presbyterian,
and Mission CI%Jl'ches show the religious necessities
\ofithe people are well attended to. There are two
excellent hotels. The stores and banks do a pros-
perous business. A weekly newspaper is published,
and there is a college -with some able professors
attached which has been endowed by the liberality of
& colonist, Dr, Gill, formerly a resident of the town,
. who bequeathed for ‘this purpose the bulk of his
‘property valued at the time at £24,000. The hand-
#ome buildings ocoupied by the college were erected
- from funds raised among the inhaﬁ)itants of the
‘distriot, and cost about £6,000.
' The Somerset division' is chiefly pastoral, In
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"’-’f-z-:-rf/L/sss it carried over 500,000 woolled sheep, the clip
of wool being valued at 914,997 lb.; 11,000 angora
and 171,000 common goats ; 7,624 draught oxen, and
13,000 other cattle, and about 5,500 horses. = The
increase since then has been considerable. ' The pas-
tures, up to last year’s drought, were considered over~
stocked, carrying about two sheep and goats to each -
morgen. 'The average at present is one and a quarter.
Sheep with few exceptions are shorn twice a year,—in
Octogear and November, and during April and May.
The average weight of fleece is 24 1b. in the grease..
The farmers living on the Fish River wash their sheep
before shearing, running them three or four times
through the pools of water, by which means the loose
dust is got r1d of. The lambing ‘season varies, some~
times being in Mareh, but mostly in April and June,
much depending upon the condition of the ewes, which
is affected by the state of the pasture. The herds of
cattle which were common in former years have 'been '
reduced, partly by lung-sickness which still breaks
out oceasionally, although never severely, but chigfly
owing to the grazing lands being everywhere oceit-
pied %y sheep. On a few farms there are valuable
cows, but the quantity of butter produced is very
inconsiderable although the market is good. ' Horses
breeding is also a thing of the past. The late Sir A.
Btockenstrom had a stud farm at Zwager’s Hoek; Mr.
Botha and My, Bolleurs had similar establishments .
in Vogel River, and many horses were bred for the
remount of the Indian Army and the Cape Corps;
but of late years this business has died out, and no
one has as yet succeeded Bolleurs, the last of the
breeders, although the increasing demand for good
horses is such as to make it worth while to revive this
branch of farming. :
There are only a few grain farms, the principal
being Glenavon and Prinsloo, adjoining Somerset and
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oying  the, water of the Naude’s River,.ﬁowiiag.- '
rota- the Boschberg: the Groot Plaats, which ‘has'
‘a dam in the Littic Fish River below Somerset'; the
adjoining farm, Muis Vlakte, similarly watered, and
‘two other farms lower down the River. Buffel's-font
‘at the entrance of Zwager’s Hoek is a splendid agrix:
cultural faxrm, and is supplied with water from the
Bosobberg.  Doornbosch, in Zwager’s Hoek and
. Btockdale and Upsal, at the sources of the little Fish
River, are also, excellont, the latter being the most
mportant grain farm in the division. Along the Vogel
. River there are the farms Vredenburg and Sunday’s
E;:,ygr,' and on the plains near Pearston the farm
Galjen-Bosch, of the late Mxr. Bolleurs, which is
irvigated from an immense dam resembling o small
lake. There are orchards on most of the farms and
on'several orange-groves and vineyards.

A wvaluation, for ratable purposes, of the immovable
properties of the division was made in 1874, after a
most severe drought, succeeded by the ravages

" of locusts. The standard for frechold land per
- morgen, was 15s. 6d. ; for quitrent land, 13s. 1d.; for
- leased land, 5s. 5d.; and the average of all lands in
. the division, 125. 84. The valuator, Mr. W. W.
- Magkew, for many years officially and intimately
 acquainted with every part of the distriet BAYS 1w
- ¢ he late drought, more thaniany other, has brought
- 0 the test the real capabilities of the different localities
of this divigion, consequently the farms in the felde
corneteies of Boschberg and Zwager’s Hoek, with
their grassy mountains and valleys, and never failing
waters, and those a little less happily situated on the
- slopes and summits of Zuurberg have been appraised
somewhat higher, whilst a considerable reduction hag
‘been made in the value of the farms in Brak and
Vogel Rivers, where the arid Karoo plains have
caused g0 much loss of stock, We are fast approach-




~iag the limits at: which grazing farms will be sold,
until we have 4 revolution in étdcl;—farm'iﬁg; ‘whereas
the prices which have and ‘are likely to be given for
roduce, for'a:long time to come, will continte to -
increase the value of all farms where extensive agri-
cultural operations are practicable,” 0 T i
- The climate may be considered mild and '-h’e‘;ﬁlﬁhg‘."j'
Inia normal season spring opens with a few light:
showers in September, I‘ﬁaavy rain in October from
the south-west ; heavier in November, with oéoksfoﬁ&l}
thunder-storms and showers of hail. Thunder showers
in December and January. February, in a good
season is also a.}-we% month, south—least winds still” gf-
vailing..  March  dry. ' April showery (plonghie
time?.g May to August dry, with sharp }1:.'1'0(31:5; gAsﬁ
tule the winters arve dry and summers wet. Al
Winter days are delightful.  Bright snow falls
occasionally on' the anciberg and Zwager’s Hoek:
Mountains, the heaviest being on the Coetzee’s Berg,.
and remains unmelted for a week, ' Frost is o gl
sharp in the valleys and uplands. © The greatest heat;
i3 during January and February, A O




- Bastward of the Keiskamma, and extending from
it to the mouth of the Great Kei River, a distance of
some. eighty miles, we have the sea-board of the.

order districts,~—an exceedingly beautiful tract of
country, highly favoured by mature in regard to its.

 fertility, its resources, and its capability of improve-,
ment., The area of this texrritory is about. 15,400
square miles, and it embraces the divisions of Fast
Liondon, King William’s Town, Queen’s Town, Wode-
house, Albert, Aliwal North, and Herschel, ecach
rising in successive steppes from the coast to the .
highlands  of the Stormbergen and Quathlamba,

- Agcording to the census of 1865 the aggregate popu- .
lation was 146,534, of which upwards of 100,000 were:
native Kafirs ; the ground unt{)er cultivation was near -
t0, 60,000 acres, producing wheat, maize, and other
cereals: the yield of wool was 3,000,000 1b., and the .
stock depastured included 1,522,670 woolled sheep,
10,000 é)ape, 3,400 Angora goats, 142,147 common
goats, about 50,000 horses, and 140,000 cattle, [t

. Most of this country was first permanently ocenpied

by Furopean settlers only twenty years ago, After the
. lastwarin 1853 ,.8ir George Catheart, andhis successor, -
Sir George Grey, adopted the policy of removing the
most noted rebellious Kafirs beyond the border Tine;
their places being partly occupied by chiefs and people of
provedloyalty, whowere thus rewardedfor their fidelity
to Goyernment, while the remainder of the forfeited
and yacant texritory was filled up with enterprising
burgher colonists,.  The latter received free grants of
farms of from 1,000 to 4,000 acres, on condition of
erecting a defensible homestead, to be ocoupied per- .
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kﬁ/ ally, or by one or more retainers, weil armed,

! BRITISH KAFFRARIA. IJ‘ |
& 1
and
prepared to stand by each other for mutual support.
These * grantees,” as they were termed, formed the
advance-guard of colonization, but so rapid and
maarked was their progress in settled prosperity and
security, that the conditions of personal occupation and
armed retainers were dispensed with several years
since, and the properties are now held on the ordinary
quit-rent tenure. At the same time amEIe provision
was made for the accommodation of the numerous
native population, who in all respects are treated with'
justice and comsideration. ‘Throughout the whole'
trontier, large tracts of the very richest lands have
been expressly set apart for them under the name of
i yegerves ” and * locations,” and at most of these’
places Turopean superintendents or missionaries are
stationed with them to advise and instruct in everys
thing tending to their advancement in civilization.
The greater body of them live in those locations, many.
having individual titles to the land; and, as 'a whole,
they are now enjoying far greater comfort and pros-
erity than ever they had any experience of in their
ormer days of barbaric independence and perpetually
recurring tribal wars. gl
The districts of East London and King Willian's:
Town formed what was known ag the province of British
Kaflvaria up ill 1865, when by Imperial as well ‘ag'’
colonial legislation they were annexed to the Colony,
This tract is bounded on its inland side by the Ama~
tolas,—a continuation of the Katberg and Chmitie
mountains running eastward from near Gaika's Kop,
These are intersected by deep rocky kloofs, elothed:
with forests of large trees, and opening out into xich’
and fertile valleys, presenting very attractive sceneryy
From the base of the r:m%e, an undulating country,
gometimes rising into high ridges, falls away to the
sea; it is generally covered with rich gvass, varied
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olmnps and woods of mimosa bush, and in every™~
ection is trayersed by rivers or small streams, '\
 The coast-lands from the Keiskamma to the Gonubis
Mouth, and extending twenty miles inland, are
most excellent for cattle grazing ; the pasture, which
reaches to the water’s eﬂfe, being very luxuriart and
~ guffering but little from drought. With the exception
‘of this belt (in which sheep do mot do so well) the
remaining portion is admirably adapted for sheep and
all kinds of stock, which are gradually increasing
in humber. In every part, however, the soil is fertile,
and suited for agricultural purposes. Along the
‘coast, coffee, pine-apple, bananas, and sugar-cane are
arown ; the hilly slopes and mountain sides, especially
in the Amafola Basin, are extensively cultivated by
‘the matives, who raise large quantities of maize;
while every variety of grain, vegetable, and fruit is
supplied to the local markets by the German settlers,
" These districts are the most recently colonised part
_of the Colony, There were few Europeans here
‘prior to the Imperial Government arranging for the
settlement of the dishanded German Legion, after the
'Orimean war.  About two thousand of them were
Janded, and intended to be located in villages chosen
‘with a view to the defence of the country, but many
of their number soon after left to offer their services
in Indin at the time of the Sepoy mutiny, Then
gsome hundreds of able-bodied inhabitants of the
Bastern and Western Provinces were granted 1,60@¢
‘acre farms, on condition of personal occupation for
three years and the requirement that they had suffi-
~ cient capital to stock theix lands. At the same time
apwards of two thousand immigrants of the agricul-
tural class were introduced from Germany as cultiva~
| tors of the soil, to whom small grants of land were

also made under easy conditions of repayment. The
%ﬂ:qus elements thus brought together, and added to

5
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~.by enterprising families from other district
—Colony, served to constitute a community which i
very few years rapidly attained a marked degree
of prosperity. The farming population generally are
flourishing ;  their productions are inereaging in
quantity and value, and theiy properties have risen
considerably. Land, which even three or four years
ago could be got for 2¢. 6. or 5s. an acre, has now
risen to 155, and 208.; and several {arms then sold for
£500 and £800, are now changing hands for £1,600
and £2,000. PR o
* 'But the progress of the German immigrants espe~
cially show that a selection of men more suited o fhe
requirements of the country could scarcely have been
made. They were settled upon their lands with at
any meaus of subsistence beyond the ration of bread
‘and meat provided by Government for them ; but they
at once adapted themselves to their position,  They
lived in the rudest dwellings, and were most frugal in
their habits. Men, women, and children laboured
industriously on their small plots of ground; 4nd
shortly afterwards it was no uncommon sight to see
the women carrying vegetables, or literally harnegsed-
in to their rude wooden trucks, laden with farin pro-
duce, and dragging these to the market, This was 4} eir
ogition after their arrival in 1859 and 1860, They
Eave since become a thriving, well-to-do class. They
‘have brought their lands to sﬁ:igh state of culfivation~—
An many iustances by purchase have added congiderably
to their original grants—and accumulated a quantity of
live-stock.  The rude huts they first’ dwelt in have
been superseded by comfortable homesteads, with
‘stabling and other conveniences, In'some cases {lies
‘have been able to pay £500 and £1,000 in ¢ash for
‘property ; and substantial stone buildings, with iron
roofs, are to be seen studded over the country, all the
result of their frugality and industry, "While they
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ave thus prospered materially, theitmoral and social
habifs have not been neglected. Their churches | and
“schools, and faithful, painstaking clergy, bear testi-

mony fo the liberality of the people, and their desire

1o foster and promote education and morali ty; and asa

zesult, on any festive or holiday occasion, there are to he

#een at the various villages groups of young peoplé coms-

f;'grm_blly and neatly clad, who would'be a credit to any
Peasantry in the world. Many of these Grermans are

engaged in the transport service, others have trading
stations; the sons frequently join the Mounted

Police for a time, and return with their earnings and

the military experience gained, to farming pursuits

and some of the daughters go out as household ser.
yants, and are sought after from all parts. While

hese nmmigrants have thus benefited by their settle-
ment in the Colony, they have greatly contributed to
the advancement of the country generally, They
are large producers of farm produce—tons of potatoes
and other articles are supplied by them to the markets,

‘and by careful cultivation and the Judicious selection
“of seed, good varieties of wheat are being raised by

thers, Thoy have thus proved that even with variable

featond, every inch of the agricultural lands of

Kaffravia oan be made to yield a fair retnrn for the

Jabour epent upon them, and that the country is ca-

pable of maintaining a very dense population,

King  William’s ™ Town, or ¢ King,” as it is
sometimes curtly termed, now ranks as the fourth in
size and importance of all the colonial towns. It is well
situated for the purposes of commerce, being on the

highway from the harbour of East London to the
interior, and from the eastern districts to the Transkei
and Kafirland, A considerable part of the trade from
Cape Town to the Free State and Griqualand passes
through it, viaz Bast T,ondon, and in seasons of drought
© goods from Algoa Bay are forwarded in this direction,
P2 j

ha
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ng to the superiority of p 35@“3&@0, for e

~Lsattle.  Besides these advantages it has the ¢ Tef

command of the native trade, extending beyond the
border and north to Basutoland. The town itself is
leasantly situated, stretching along the banks of the
3uffalo I{iver, which is spanned b.{v an elegant jron
bridge, At the western end is the native location,
the spot on which the first Christian missionary in.
Kaffraria, the late Rev. J. Brownlee, established hig
gtation half a century ago. Next comes the military
barracks and officers’ quarters, where a handfal of
English troops serve to maintain the prestige of Her
Majesty’s arms among the tribes of South Afviea.
Then there ia the business part of the town with its
public buildings, churches, clubs, stores, and private
residences ; while more to the eastward is the Getman
town, and its thatched verandahed cottages; and
beyond that the camp and head quarters of| the
Frontier Armed and Mounted Police—the nuecleus of -
our colonial defensive force. The Town-hall is a
large and capacious building, reflecting credit on the
place. Between it and the river is the Botanic Grar-
den, with an area of about fourteen acres of alluvial
goil of the richest desecription, where everything
grows in the greatest luxuriance, On a rige to the
north, again, is the handsome and imposing edifice
erected by Sir Greorge Girey (and known as the Grey
Hospital) for the purpose of  breaking the belief of
the natives in witch doctors, by placing skilful medical
treatment and maintenance within their reach, free of
charge. Close to this spot the new public oifices are
about to be erected. The population of the town ie
about 4,000 souls, of which 1,000 are natives. The
value of landed property for local ]iurposes is £133,000,
while its actual value must be at least over £160,000.
Tts rapidly increasing commercial importance is indi-
cated by the demand for property, there not heing a
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lof ﬂwelling nnoccupxed and new stores and qu g
df__ vanons sorts are being erected in d\!ery

'!_e' na.twe populatmn of the district, it

| be gaid, are in a transition state. Many of them '

_are acquiring stock, and tnrning attention t0 the'”

' usiges 'and habits of civilized lifo; buf there e

mumbers who adhere to their aboriginal ways . and
 customs, and are adding to that the vice of drunker

Jamongst the most numerous, and, it may be added,
.-'l;he _most savage, They occupy -a location a.bmre
- King William’s Town, adjoining the Stutterheim and
the

~ business in wool and skins. No “canteens” are per-
‘mitted by Glovernment within their boundaries,

Upper Kabousie Crown f{eserve, its extent is
estimated at 800 square miles; the population i§. .
about 25,000, and, according to the last veturns, their. = -
stock congists of 1,200 horses, 14,000 c”mttle, 25,000 -

. ghieep, 30,000 goats, and 300 ploughs ‘There arve” '.'\

| __twenty-ﬁve trading stations among them, doing a faix - -

The Kafir tribe of Sandilli (the Ga.lka.f-.) are‘ By

i

i

but there are several in the neighbourhood, where the

‘annuial consimption of brandy by the tribe is com-

: -puted at 25,000 or 30,000 gallons,
| Between King William’s Town and Queen’s Town,
.on' the northern spurs of the Amatola range, at an
elevation of 3,000 or 4,000 feet, there is a stretch of

oemparat;vely unoccupled glound known as the

Bontebok Flats. This is a succession  of rolling
downs, grassy as a rule but different in their aspect
from the green pasturcs of Kaffraria. During the
ast few summers they have been covered with thoy-
- sands of sheep, who ‘have found good grazing there
' Ehen their usual homes on the Tish River Va.l]ey, or

@ Fastern grags veldt, were suffering from drought.
“.These lands are adapted for agriculture, too, being well
\ “w‘hea:eﬂ, and havmg moro than the average rainfall,



~Tigitely the portions surveyed have heen readily lea
or. purchased by Iiastern district farmers, sorm
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whom are now permancntly settling there, erecting
homesteads, and constructing sheds for the protection
of stock in winter, which is severely cold, especially
diring continued snow-storms. LRSI, S
From here we pass into the division of Queen’s
Town—u succession of beautiful plaing or basins
surrounded by hills of singularly picturesque shape,
Some of these basing are quite clear of bush, except,

near the sides of the mountain ; others have not even

these towards the north, The goil generally is of i
fruitful character, and the grass cannot he sur assed
as pasture for horses, sheep, and cattle, although it is
sometimes subject to severe drought, The best partfor
pastoral purposes is the block of farms on the Upper
iwart Kei, adjoining what was originally thq"C_tuﬁdck__.'
division, now the district of Tarkastadt. The farms
Mapassas, Leven, Bower’s, and some others at ‘the
Zwart XKei Poort, abutting on Kafirland, are of *
the same character.  For agricultural purposes
the Klip Plaat Valley has abundance  of ‘water
and ooodr_, 80il, as well as the basin of the Bongolo,
which has also the advantage of being close to
Queen’s Town. Most of the farms have Tver |
frontage, and the others are supplied with springs,
and nearly all the arable lands are brought under
water. There are no large stock holders: the
properties as originally laid out, in 1,500 morgen lots,
{)eing too small to allow of that; but many adjoining
laces bave been bought up by one proprietor, formin
ﬂlocks of three or four farms, My, William Hart, o
Thorn River, and Mr, John Frost, of Thibet Park,
have each about 4,000 woolled sheep, with 200 head
of eattle, and 100 horses; Mr. Jas, Phillips owns '
more large stock—about 300 head of cattle and 200
horses, and perhaps 3,000 small stock——and My, van,
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yfen also has a considerable number of the lagter:
ures of the clistriet as a rule bear one sheep
‘morgen, with fifty head of cattle and twenty
i o farm of 1,600 morgen; but overstocking
alten place in some cases, and the losses during
ght, such as occurred last year, have been heavy.
The average fléece of wool in the grease is three-and-
a~half to four Ib. Wheat yields from' ten to twelve
bushels per acre, and oathay about 25,000 Lb, per acre.’
The natives raise maize and Kafir corn in large quan-
fities, and av Kamastone a good deal of wheat is
own 3 but the grain erops would be greatly increased
(1t the! natives were more encouraged to occnpy and
cultivate the land by the sub-division of the locations,
and the issue of freehold titles among them. The
Jocations at Kamastone, Oxkraal, and Lesseyton are
eopled chiefly by Fingoes, and that at the Bolotwa by
-. ;_]’Jlmn_bnokie Kafirs, The latter contains about 20,000
/. inhabitants. It is divided into 104 farms of from
1,500 to 2,000 morgen each; of these eleven have
been granted from time to time to the former chiefs of
. the fribes or their sons, or to other Tambookies who

. have by exceptional services deserved well of the

Government. The other farmsarein charge of headmen,
w g gdi_-nzfcd'by the Government. Besides the headmen

. 'OF s, some senior headmen have been ap{woinmd, to
[l whomthe others are subordinate, and who receive

 their instructions directly from the magistrate. These
people are all but universally heathens, believing in
witcheraft and the wild customs of their forefathers.
The use of Furopean clothing and agricultural imple~
ments is, however, more common amongst them than
‘formerly, and they are beginning to understand the.
value of woolled sheep, a considerable amount of wool
heing now produced upon their locations.

Queen’s Town, the capital of the division, is situated
in the centre of it, on the Komani or Bush River.
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Awenty-two yours ago ‘antelofies were coursiiiyover,
the grounds \zh_e_ra' i:ogﬁ' stands one of the mobtﬂ%g ﬁmj
ing places in the Colony, 'The number of inliabitdnts,
is about 1,200, There are Dutel, Anglican, Congre-
tionalist, and Wesleyan Churclies, a town-hall and’
thrary, a masonic lodge, hotanic gardens, fwo banks,
two newspapers, and many large stores, all indicatine

¢l

the prosperity aud commiercial activity of the people.
The houses are comfortable and substantial, 'aﬁgjiﬁﬁyf, .
of them even elegant in style, with 'gardens attached,
and all the streets are lined with willow trees, Tt difirs
from other 'colonial towns, which are mostly of récts
angular ot parallelogramic form, inasmuch a,s.'i:t"'ﬁ_radiaiiﬂ_ .
out according to a “strategetic plan,” approved ' by
General Catheart, who may be said to have been its
founder.  The central square, used as a market place,
18 of hexagonal shape, with broad streets radiating from
itin gix several divections. | It was originally intended.
to have had 4 fortified building in this hexagon, 'to!
serve as a rallying Elace for the grantces, whence any
advancing foe might be swept off at once, no matter,
what quarter they came from  Now that the éd_in;t’tgr.
has been peaceably settled, and the town enlarged,
the strategetic arrangement is not considered the m i
convenient for ordinary husiness purposes. Visitors
 who find themselves' for| the first time in the place
vealize what has been termed * the puzzling intricacies
of a maze,” so ramified are the obtuse and acute
angles of' the cross streets’ and blocks of ' houses,
althongh converging to a common point. i
There are two small villages in' the district, one
named ‘Whittlesea and the other Tylden, The former
was the scenc of ‘an heroic defence by ‘the burghers
during' the last war; and the latter was named in
honour of a gallant officer, Colonel Tylden, who wSEh
a small num%er of ‘volunteers, drawn up in line like
the “thin red line * of the Highlanders at Bilaklava,




e .'n'ﬂ:'*.t‘;lefe_aﬁe& hordes of Kafirs led b t}ié(}h}ef

. the open flats of the Jmvani. The burghers
i n’s Town are notably the flower and chivalry

ordex farmers, both Duich and English,  They
‘are active, intelligent, and enterprising, To this 18’
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| rently attributable the rapid advancement of ‘the'
division, which is certain to attain to still greater:

| importance when the railway hetween it and the
nearcst port, Bast London, is constricted.

i

beérgen rises to a height of over 6,000 feet, forming
the watershed of the country, the rivers from one
. gide flowing into the Orange River, and those on the
| other falling seawards, 'To the north-westward they
‘are called the Bambooshérgen, while the continnation
of the chain to the north-east is' known as the Witte-
bergen and Dyakensberg, or Quathlamba Mountains,

They are flat-topped or conical, and singularly uni~

Jform in eharacter ; the horizontal beds' of sandstone
and shale, of which they are built, cropping out in
parallel tiers all round their sides.’ The harder beds
of sandstone, sometimes seven or eight in number,

| LiAbove, Queen’s Town, the plateau of the Storm-’

i stand out in bold relief, while the softer shales usually
Hforin grassy slopes between, and here and there they

‘ave fraversed by _ﬁreens_toae or trap rock, occasionally
forming horizontal cappings. Tt is in these monataing
that the Mbegozoie carboniferous seams occur. At

Bushman’s Hoek, half-way between Queen’s Town

and Burghersdorp, the coal has been worked for some

time past, and many hundred tons are used for local

.. consumption, within & radius of eighty miles from the
| pit’s mouth ; beyond that distance the cost of carriage
39 b present prohibitive. Tn Albert, Aliwal, 'and

. Wodehouse, as in many of the Midland districts, fuel
g wery searce, and that ordinarily used is disagrecable

O ‘and expensive, being principally dried manure obtained

S from ‘sheep kraals,” or mimosa sticks. The presence
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=" of/coal is therefore of vital consequence, At predefi
1% is employed and  answers well, at Queen’s Town
and other places, for steam flour mills, steam wool-
washes, and ordinayy domestic purposes, = Iiast year
it was very successfully tested by the Government
engineer at the East Liondon harbour works, when it
was found to give sixty pounds of steam in thirty
minutes, and after working all day, using 500 b, of
coal, there were no clinkers, but a good deal of ash.
On the next day a trial was made with Welsh and
Tanfield coal, producing exactly similar results; so
that the 500 1b. of Stormberg coal proved to be as
good as that imported, The largest workings of these
" mines hitherto has been at Mr. %ice’s, near the newly
formed village of ¢ Molteno,” but there are many.
otiter seams all the way from within a few miles of
Burghersdorp, eastward beyond Dordrecht; and
there are indications of further deposits extending
northward and eastward in Basutoland and Kaffiaxia,
ag well as Natal. AR
From the Stormbergen the country gradually
descends towards the Orange River, the coal-hearing
rocks being left behind near Burghersdorp, and the,
Upper Karoo, or dicynodon beds, similar fo those of the '
Cradock and Queen’s Town basins, again entered upon.
Here are situate the north-eastern Dorder districts of
Albert, Aliwal North, Herschel, and Wodehouse, the.
reater portion of which was, declared part of the
olony in 1848,  «4 s
The first of these, the district of Albert, is almost
entively pastoral in its nature. = The farms ave latge
and well adapted for sheep, cattle, and horses. Nearly
all the farmers arve Dutch, and although education
has not as yet done much for them, they ave wealthy,
contented, and essentially conservative in their notiong.
Agriculture answers well where irrigation can be
carried out by means of reservoirs, but owing to the



b Tor export has -maveﬁ;%r?e_f been attempted,

tbf carriage to the gea port, the g of arain
; . The Storm-
y river of any size iu the districts

ruit is the oni

T ...ﬁufi‘g-lljiersdbr  is the town and seat of magistraoy,

~ and is a well 1aid out and regularly built place. Most '
\of the inhabitants are English, with a considerable

number of Germans. There are several public build-

inga, of which the chief are the Dutch Reformed
Chur

ch, the church of those who have separated

" themselves from that body, the * Doppers,” the
Church of Tngland, a dissenting place of worship,
‘town-ball, academy, masonic lodge, &c. In all the
towns of these districts a large number of houses

belong to the farming population, who inhabit them
only from Saturday to Monday, when they come in
to attend service. On such occasions the towng pre-
gent a  comparatively crowded appearance, very
diffevent from the other days of the week: The

Bethulie drift, beyond Burghersdorp, crosses the

Orange River on the direct route to Bloemfontein,

Free State, and is an important route for wagon

tratic from Port Elizaheth.

' The district of Aliwal North is similar to that of

| Albert, except towards the north-east, where it is
' extremely mountainous, and in parts inaccessible for
' vehicles. The latter portion forms aseparate ward, or

field-cornetay, ealled New. England, and differs from
the vest of the district by being a rich grain-producing
country., The soil is exceedingly fertile, and the

roinfall sufficiently steady to admit of cultivation
without irrigation, Wheat, maize,-oats, potatoes, &e.,

are raised to a large extent, and find a ready market,
chiefly at the Diamond-ficlds. - Pastoral farming,

- however, is not neglected, and 1s increasing; the

- obstacles at present are the too great richness of the

herbage, and to a less extent the wetness of the

_ coumtry. This part of the district was formally

AT ORI 4 e I
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... settled in 1866, upon the same terms of oconpas

L

~ “fion a8 the %ueeﬁi’é' own grantees before mentioned,

This servitude hag, however, been 'since removed, and

has caused a great impetus to f_armi_n‘.g‘.' ' Ground
no

which wags originally sold for £100 would now find a
ready sale at £1,000, and in many cases much more,
. With a very few exceptions, all land in this district
is held in freehold, subject to an annual quitreut of &,
few pounds; the average size of farms may he 4,000
acres. Fully three-fourths of the distriet form pars,

of the watershed of the Kraai River, a large and

important feeder of the Orange River, wibh._w?ﬁch}_i't’_

unites near the town of Aliwal North. The Kraai

(or Crow) River has an ayerage breadth of about 120
. Teet, and varies in depth from a few feet in winfer to.
some fifteen in summer, when it becomes a dangerous
torrent, bringing down trees and debyis, with which the
banks are lived everywhere. Considerable use is
made of this river for irrigation purposes and for
driving mills. TIn times of severe drought the water
is invaluable, since, owing to its sources being in the
Drakensberg, or Quathlamba Mountains, at an altitude
of some 7,500 feet above the sea, this is one of the
few South African rivers which hag never been known

entirely to “ dry up,” and its nse for watering stock

becomes of greatimportance when every other source
of supply has ceased {o flow. L £l

The climate of this district iz peculiar.. Owing to-
the great difference of altitude of from about 6,500
feet 1n New England to some 4,500 in the lower paris
there is considerable variation, In the higher parts
the cold is very severe, and, frosts may oceur in any
month of the year, except, perhaps, January and
February. At the town of Aliwal North, which i3
about the lowest part above the sea, the greatest
temperature registered in the shade is 106‘]‘&%.1";.’,’ and
Towest, 11° to 21° below freezing point. Frosts may
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pxpected from April to Augnust. In summer,
" although the heat is great, the nights are never
- oppressive, which is not the case in the lower distriots
qﬁ ‘the Colony. In winter the nights are exceedingly
. eold, but the days are generslly bright and genial,
The mean annusl rainfall (according to observations
made from 1866 to 1874) was 2531 inches, extending
‘over ninety-five rainy days, '
. The average value of i{and throughout the district
aay be taken at 10s. per acre, including whatever
;gbﬂieateads, buildings, or improvements are on each
arm.
i The chief town is Aliwal North, situate on the
Orange River. It contains about 900 inhabitants, of
whom 800 are Europeans and the remainder coloured,
chiefly Basutos and Hottentots. The town is not
. well 1aid .out, but the streets are wide, and gardens
‘are numerous and well kept, The townghip ig irri-
‘gated by water from two mineral s]irings, led into the
town by a furrow about two miles long. . The supply
ig constant, and is unaffected by rain or drought.
‘This water, although not the best for vegetation, is
- useful for some crops. The cereals all flourigh on it,
. but leguminous plants, and indeed most others, do nok
‘thrive well, although they are kept from perishing
during drought until rain falls. At the source where
‘the fonntains well-ont with much force, the water has
" & constant temperature of 98° Fahr,, and possesses a
‘disodour, of which visitors are unpleasantly aware,
‘but which one ceases to perceive after a while. By
‘the time the water reaches the town the smell disa
 pears, and the temperature is reduced to that of the air.
&_‘hese springs should be better known than is the
| ease, as their healing properties for cutaneous and
- theumatic affections have been established beyond
 doubt, The inhabitants make considerable use of the
~waters, and occasionally strangers come and pitoh
ey

¢ o)
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’fﬁeit'tents alongside to obtain benefit from s cowse
vof bathing, ' ' ' R PR ot
Aliwal North possesses no less than five chiwrches ;
that of the Dutch Reformed Church and the recently
crected one of the Primitive Methodists (the only one.
in the Cape) have some pretensions to architectural
design, There is a public library, and also a Diterary
society, 'The Magistrate’s and  Civil "Commise
sioner’s offices, and the post office, are spacious and
gonvenient, but will shortly be surpassed by some fine
buildings about to be erected by Government at a
cost of some £5,000. The bank is a flourishing insti-
tution, and trade generally appears to be carried on
with energy and profit. The town is fast inereasing
in size and importance, and is regarded as ~one of the
most flourishing of border seftlements, Tt was founded
in 1848 by Sir Harry Smith—the hero of Aliwal. '
The Orange River has here one of the best fords to
be found. The river is somo 900 feet broad, and
when the stream is full, which may be from November
to March, the traffic is ferried across on' pontoons
sufficiently large and strong to hear a loaded wagon
and sixteen oxen; and as there are séveral of these
structures working close together, a very animated
scene occurs after a flood, or any detention which
causes wagons to accumulate, The traffic 18 very
extensive, this being the chief route between the sea
ports and the Free State and Diamond-fields, as twell
as Basutoland, = Provision has been made by Govern-
ment for the construction of an iron bridge over the
Tiver at a cost of £40,000, N
About four miles distant, on thé Kraai River,
which, as before mentioned, joins the Orange River
near the town, is a large and important wool-washing
establishment, where tﬁiﬁ% most necessary operation is
carried on in a vigorons and extensive manner, and on
axcale far beyond most places of the kind, except
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o ,eéi%g.ga, . The fmpoitance of wool being washed

LADY GREY“—HERSCHEL,

the spot where if is grown will be apparent when
‘borne in mind that one of the greatest, and in

| some cases, the only* drawback {0 some of the Cape

ports 13 the cost of laud carriage, ' On ‘wool this is
ut 13d. per I, of which half the weight is grease
.and dixt, costing this sum' to the sea port.  As the
001 must be washed previous to use, it is evidently

ai'g&m t0 do this before incurring the cost of carriage.

6 sk ‘of erecting mill works on the Kraai, or

indeed any South’ African’ river, is, however, very
'_'_;_g_gat, owing to sudden and devastating floods.  In

@ present instance the works have twice been swept

| Away in recent years,
| Lady Grey is'the second town of im?m't:mce in the

district, and is situated at the base of tiie Lady Grey
‘hills, about thirty miles south-east of Aliwal North..

. As the town doesnot yet possess a “ through * road, and

Asnaccessible from but one direction, the place eannot
well progress, to any extent, until the back country of
New England be communicated with.  The oricin
of this fown was a church which fhe farmers at_tenc%ed

| /when the Kraai River was impassable, or the distande

was felt to be too great to attend Aliwal North, The
aders of the congregation bought the farni, laid out
‘@ township, sold the erven upon a quit-rent, and thus
seeured an income for their chureh, Some shops of

_vimportance have since been opened, and although not

an -i_nc_r_'tmsing place, the tradeis of a health y character,
and competes with Aliwal North, - e :

| Until'vecently the district of Hevschel formed part
‘of ithat of ‘Aliwal Noxth ;s it is now separated 'for all
‘but electoral burposes—together ' they 'gend’ two

< members to the House of Assembly,  Herschel, fore

i “E@_ilqs_t__ancg, maize ig sold in London af about 98s, persgck: here
it eosts &5, to 76, 6d., bub the land carriage to nearest seaport increased
60368, por b, " IF this were 15s. it would answer to export,’
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;ﬁeﬂy known as the Wittebergen Reserve, is unifle
D0t other dlistriets, inagmuch as the land is not divided
into farms, but the whole extent is reserved for the
use of native tribes. ‘These are located in different
arts, under the direction of the resident magistrate,
Although the ground has not been sub-divided i any
manner, the inhabitants are nevertheless disposed of
inregular native villages under the care of a ¢ head-
man,” who is made responsible to the magistxatb]_f_t}t il
the good conduct of those under his charge. The
sites of such collections of huts are chosen for reasons
which make them suitable for village purposes,—as, for
instance, nearness to good graziig ground, arable
land, good water, &c. There are about 25,000
coloured inbabitants, and a few hundred Europeans,
mostly traders who set up business near fo native
villages, or wherever matives can be got together.
There are almost forty such shops in the distviet.
The gross revenue, chiefly derivable from a tax which
‘natives pay for each hut they build, amounts to
£3,000, of which Government expends £700 in
keeping up the magistrate’s establishment.  No Fure-
pean is allowed to own soil in this district, and indeed
can only open business upon sufferance, for ‘which
(Government sanction must first be obtained. "The
natives consisting chiefly of Basutos, Fingoes, and
Bastards, raise immense quantities of maize, wheat,
8:c., and, like the farmers of the ward of New Kng-
land, which they adjoin, supply the country for a
considerable distance, as far as the Diamond-fields.
About 35,000 sacks of grain i3 estimated to be the
annual amount raised. ‘This is the country to which
natives retire after a time of successful service down
in the Colony, and to which they are continnally
returning, generally laden with stock as the reward
of gervice. Stock thus acoumulates to s great extent;
“in fact, the whole district is fully grvazed, and flocks

e
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t eﬁo'besent.away from time to time Ho new
urage in -.Bssuﬁela}nd'or. elsewhere. ' The country
Iy is exceedingly beautiful, and the sceuery
5 (the mountains are imposing, and there ig

- nothing of Nature on & small scale. All water flows

direct into the Orange’ River, which bounds the dis-
trict on the north side. | In most respects the countr

is idenvical with New England, before deseribed. It

formg, in fact, one vange of mountains, of which the
hi;ghesbri‘dge ig taken as the separating line, Except
. on horseback, these mountains canuot be crogsed, and
no commnunication between Herschel and New Eng-
land can be effected but by an' enormous detour,
twice the direct distance.
The district of Wodehouse was created as recently
ad 1872, by portions being taken out of the sure

" rounding districts of Queen’s Town, " Albert, and

Aliwal North, the last-named contributing more than
~ two-thirds of the whole extent. Probably this is
the coldest district, as it is the most elevated, in the
whole Colony. The Stormbergen range crosses it
. and divides the watershed of thé rivers which flow
. eastward into the Indian Ocean, such as the Indwe
- and Kei, and those which feed the Orange River flow-
ing westward,
Wodehouse differs from Aliwal North chiefly in its
.%qgsessing mote of mountain country, similar to New
Sngland, which it adjoins, the Kraai River being
the boundary, This tract has but recently been
added to the surveyed portion of the Jolony,
and had been known for many years previously under
‘the  general name of Waschbank “lands., "It ex-
tends to. the ridge of the Drakensberg or Quathlamba,
ixom which one can see across Nomansland even to
the Indian Ocean. This portion of the district of
Wodehouse is farmed at the disadvantage of possess-
ang no “brak soil,” without which stock cannot theive
Q
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even exist Jong. | Hence farmers must purch
b to a large extent; and the evil of deat and in

this necessary article from 7s. 6d. a bag at Poxt. Ehzau
beth to 50s. before it reaches the congumer, | . 1l

A townghip has been laid out sixty milesto tbenorth- : '_ '

east of Dordrecht inthe Lange Kloof, and named after
the present Governor, © Barkly,” Tt is expected to
succeed, as Dordrecht, the capital of the digtrict, is

too far distant to be often visited. The neighbour- '

hood is supplied with shops, which are scattered all
over the country, and a Dutch Reformed Church has
been flourishing for some wyears. In all likelihood
there is mno ‘part of the Colony where farms are so

- mountainous as in these bighlands, One islostin the
 deep Kkloofs and gorges, and a plain is altogether

nnknown. As might be expected, the conntry 1s well
gupplied with rain, and crops can be cultivated to any
extent. No storing of water in dams or reservoirs is
necessary, nor wonld such structures stand against
the torvents which rush down when heavy storms
oecur. Stock is farmed at a disadvantage, however,
owing to the extreme cold in wintexr, snow falling
from A [_I;ril to August or September: and farming is not
yet sufficiently advanced to provide shelter during the
gevere weather, and still less to raise crops for use in
such geasons. Hence great numbers of sheap, horses,
and cattle snccumb at times, and fAocks do nob fn-
crease as fast as in other parts of the district, Grain
could be gent away in great quantities but for the bad
state of the roads, which at present are barcly pas-
sable, and at times not even that; matters ave, however,
mending  in this respect. The inhabitants have
ionecred a new route to the sea coast across the
%mkens‘berg, which, if properly opened up, ma
prove of great yse.' This road proceeds from Baykly
along the Langekloof to the summif of the Drakens-



3 where it descends abruptly some  thousand foet
. 1 mear the sources of the T"Some, s tributary of ‘the
 Great Kei, and joins the main road throngh Kafie
land, having communication with East London and
. Natal on ene hand, and King William’s Town on the
“ Dordrecht, the seat of magistracy, distant forty-
eight miles from Queen’s Town, has ‘the same history
‘@8 to origin and progress as Lady Grey. Tt has,
- however, gone far beyond the latter place in material
‘prosperity, since it is fod by traffic and business from
all '-'girectinns, and. has steadily advanced in size and
importance for some years past. The site in 1tself,
¢ ' however, is bad in nearly all respects, and little can
be done to make the place attractive, except for
business purposes. The usual buildings in a country
town of this size have been erected, such as publie
| offices and towu-hall, Dutch Reformed Church, bank,
. public library, &e. Close by the town is a kloof, form-
ang insome parts natural and picturesque grottos, which
abound in old drawings of Bushmen. ~ These drawings
. ave found in caves, or on gmooth pieces of rocks,. and
in geveral the subjects are either animals or something
o & war-like character.  Most of the representations
| arein colour, and, remembering they must have been
doue many years ago by a race now nearly extinet,
. they have a peculiar interest attached to them. There
are many specimens in other parts of the distrief
~and they are naturally cherished by those to whoi &
‘they now belong. Tt is a matter of regret that time
18 slowly effacing all these ingenious works of Bush-
men; and that probably in another half century mof
- one will remain.  Fac-similies have been preserved by
Mr. G .W. Stow and others, but real specimens for
- mnseams can seldom, if ever, be detached from the
massive rocks on which the drawings are invariably
made, | ’ '
Q2
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g in Albert and Aliwal North, the wealth "ot
‘odehouse 18 derived from pastoral pursuits, ;
being the chief product. Jhe prosent prolubitive I
carriage discourages the raising of corn beyond the
immediate ret{uirementa of 'the !inhabitants. | The
value of lands here, however, hag increased from  the

upset price of 7s, 6d. per morgen, fixed by Govern-

mentin 1872, to 15s, to 258, per morgen, according
to the improvements made, The country generally
is treeless, although towards Nomansland the yellow=
wood grows, and its timber is of value; for purposes

where sun and moisture are excluded it angwers well,

but when exposed it warps and twists in an extraog-

dinary manner, . ! LG T
A large portion of the Tambookie location is
~enclosed within the division of Wodehouse on the
- north-eastern side, and though the population is not.
80, dense ag in the adjoining part (in the division of
Queen’s Town) it may be estimated at 10,000, includ.
ing Fingoes and Basutos, The resident magistrate,
. ag the representative of Government, is looked npon
" a8 “ the chief” by these natives, the mass of whom
are heathen, not attached to the Government by any

warm feeling of loyalty, but by self-intercst in the
security of property, impartial administration of jus= =

tice, and facilities of accumulating wealth. About

400 bales of wool are yearly produced in the locationy -
and almost every native has a horse, cows, and gheep,
or goats 3 some have wagons, and agriculture is greatly

extending amongst them, -

The nearest sea~port for these north-gastern Border
districts 1s the Buffalo River mouth, at East Liondon,
about 130 miles from Aliwal North vie Queen’s

Town and King William’s Town, But Port Eliza= .

beth, althongh 330 miles distant, is at present the
place through which  the greater part of the waports
are made,~—the usual mode of carriage being the



= Iambering ox-wagon, which, when drawn by sixteen
~ oxen, carries about four tons at a rate of ahout
 twelve or fifteen miles per day. To 'remedy the
 disadvantage of such expensive and tedious transport,
- works designed to improve the harbour of ast
- Liondon, and g railway from there to near the foot of
. the Stormbergen, have been authorised by Parliament,
. and are now m course of construction. The railway
asfaras Queen’s Town will be 150 miles in length, and
i3 calealated, with stock, to cost £1,069,000. Already
| the earthworks have been made up to King Williany's
. Lown, and in another year the first portion may be
. opened for traffic. The importance of the under<
taking in its immediate benefit to trade, as well ag in
| dtsindirect influences upon the civilization of the native
. races, eannot be too highly estimated. The country
 braversed by it is one of the richest and fairest parts
~of the Colovy, capable of supporting a dense populas
 tion, and producing agricultural and pastoral products
almosy to an unlimited extent, while adjacent o 16
. axe the ferritories of Kaffraria, Basu toland, the Free
State, &c. :
o The success of the harhour improvements at Hast
. London will likewise have an important bearing on
 these districts and tervitories. If the “bar” at the
Buffalo ' River mouth can be removed, the ‘broad
deep raaches inside will form the most commodious
natural docks  possible, with water acreage and
Hayage sufficient to accommodate several hundred
bips or steamers, Every other year the floods ox
freshets in the river serve to clear the bar t6 & depth
of sevauteen feet, and vessels are then able to pass
ingide and discharge cargo without the use of surf-
- boats or the delays and risk attendant upon lying at
an open anchorage 'outside; but usually after these
floods the bar is Liable to silt up again, The works
BOW in' progress, under the direction of Sir John




THB BORDER TRADES |

~ Uoode, are intended to keep the })‘as&age-.per;}ﬂ#ﬁf 1
clear, Training walls, which will form quays, ar
being built inside the river so asto narrow the chan
and therehy increase the scour, ahd a breakwater

conerete blocks, like that of Portlaud, iz heing built:
in the form of an arm outside, to prevent the seafrom
checking the action of the river and driving the sand'
back upon the bar. Notwithstanding the disadvans
tage of uncertainty which the port hag hitherte
laboured under, its trade has made vemarkable pros

ess, The value of direct imports has advanced
rom £51,000 in 1872.to £527,621 in 1874 ; while the
exports, which in 1870 were £33,000, amountedito
£96,985 in 1874, The quantity of wool shippedin
thig last year was 1,340,679 1b., 'butin 187216 was,
higher, viz, 2,060,067 1b. It should be borne im
mind, as already stated, thatin addition to this alarge
yortion of the Border trade still finds its way through

ort: Klizabeth. el

The Border trade comprises a very extensive bhusi=
ness with the native Kafirs, Fingoes, and Basutos.. '
King William’s Town and Queen’s Town are the
centres where this branch of commerce is especially
studied and developed, hundreds of shops and out-
atations having been established by them throughs<
out the several locations, as far as St. John's River
and its tributaries, and over ‘the mouniains into
Basutoland, supplying native wants, For the % red:
Kafirs,” or heathens, there are ‘varieties of beads,
brasg-wire, chains, and ved eclay, of which they are.
laxge consumers. For those in a transition state
there are imported ormaments such as avzderinggy
braceléts, ear-rings, &c.; but the chief item is the
woollen' blanket,~—it is' generally in use, and at least:
60,000 change hands at King Williaxe’s Town in/ the
comrse of a year. Cotton blankets and sheets are
also in request. The demand for European clothing:




B v PRODUCE: | : M@L

agsrell as for agricultural baplements is greatly on

| the ineroage,’ %e purchasing power of the natives

. for these and other articles is at Iiresent-esﬁitnatéﬂ.;ﬁ{;.

- mot less than £400,000 a year, and their productions
==stteh as wool, Angora hair, hides, horng, goat and
 sheep sking, tobacco, and grain, and cattle-~are
valued at three-quavters of a million sterling per
apnum,  The amount of native produce purfimsed'
by one firm alone in King William’s Town we kuow
o bave been over £68,000, from January to
. December, 1873, Wool forms the chief staple among
the Ringoes and Kafirs, but in the district of
. Herschel a oreat deal of grain 18 raised, and Bagutos
dand last year supplied 300,000 bushels to the Free
. Btate and Diamond-fields, Leaf tobacco is produced
in considerable quantities by the Galekas and Pondas;
. omd the natives ncar St. Jobn’s River do a large

~ trade in cattle, taking blankets and other articles in
exchange,

1 This industrial progress of the natives, so obsery-
able in many directions, is very hopeful of promise for
tho future. The incroasing desire to possess property,
a# evidenced by the eagerness with which they com-
gate; at the Goverament sales of land orleases,—their
demand for ploughs, of which more have been sold
within the last two years than during the ten years
before,~—for wagons, saddles, tools, and household
requisites, and clothing,—allshow that they are rapidly
acquiving wants which will induce amongst them a
spirit of work and Iabour as opposed to the spirit of
Adleness hitherto characteristic of their race. Another
favourable indioation is the willingness with which
they now pay for the education of their children,
whereas formerly they considered they conferred a
favour by sending them to free institutions, At
the Lovedale Industrial Seminary last year, about
£1,000 was paid by natives ; and the Rev. Mr. Mullins,
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'NATIVE PROGRWES.

e i"i)igci-p_al of the Kafir Institution at Graham’s Town,

says “it is quite cheering to witness the readiness

with which they pay for education now as compared
with a few years ago,” In Fingoland £1,500 has

‘been subseribed by the people themselves for an
industrial institution similar to }Low‘redale, and although
some. may have contributed to please .others over

them, there is little doubt the work has originated
from an honest desirve on the part of a great manyto
place educational advantages within the wreach of @

their children, There are a few colonists whomay =

not regard these movements very favourably, and ave
occasionally loud in denouncing the  thousands of
“niggers wallowing in idleness, pampered by mis«

sionaries and other philanthropists,” while theix fields =

and flocks are without labourers or herds. The
Kafirs and Fingoes take all such vapouring  very
philosophically, seeing no reason why they should
work for the farmers’ benefit. But civilize them,
increase their wants, show them the value of labour
to themselves, and the result will be very different.
This is what the missionaries in Kafirland are Iabouy-
ing to accomplish; and much of the progress the

natives have hitherto made ig due to them,




| STASONS AND CLINATE.

ITO many persons the clear sky and brilliant atmos-
phere of the Cape are an attraction in themselves,
. apart from more material considerations the colony

5

toay present. Being situate in the temperate zone,
b possesses the mildness and salubrity
1o mvalids, or those of delicate frame;
- may sclect within its borders, according to the

80 congenial
and ffet one
ocality

. and the time of tho year chosen, whatever tempera~

| ture or weather may be thought desivable for enjoy-

ment—whether pleasant, fine, and dry, or wet and in-

. (clement—extreme heat, or bracing frost and snoyw—

‘guch are the transitions obtainable as at the different

. geasons the coast is exchanged for the inland plaing
or the high mountain lands,

. The seasons come in reverse order to what they do

~+ sin the northern hemisphere, and may be thus defined :

i A TR AP,
" December-.,
January ...
. February ...

) \ March
April

il May...

Tl T unes.

i nly e
o ‘August

wan

‘September

Al ?Oﬂtﬂber L ewe
(4., November

IN EUROPE.

s June,
ser & Summer. < July,
wne _A.ug ust,

v September,
ass - Autumn, § October,
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: :: }- Winter,
e March,
bea Spring. April,

Decomber,
January,
Febrnary,
{ May,
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“There is, however, some difference in the period of
the commencement, as well asin the character, of the’
seasons in the south-western and north-eastern por-
tions of the Colony. In the west theseasons are
generally a month' earlier than in the east. The
north-west winds prevail during the winter of the
west, carrying regular and copious supplies ‘of raim
to the firet boundary of the Karoo plains; whilst in the
east, during the spring and summer, the north-eastémm
winds, laden with moisture from the ocean, scatter
refreshing and fertilizing showers. In the central
basin of the Colony, again, the rain fall is ‘ more
irregular and limited, being greatly dependant upon
the electrical conditions of the atmosphere. 1
The : Colony, generally speaking, is not a hob
country, The greatest heat of calm summer days is
not move than in the hottest parts of Europe; and
these are extraordinary, and last but for a short fime.
The prevailing winds and the dry atmosphere temper
such excesses, rendering the warmest day quite sup-"
portable; and the balmy coolness of the nights are
purpassingly agreeable and enjoyable. = Nearly all
the old travellers and visitors testify to the beauty of
the elimate, and in the statistics of the Army Medyi"oal_ -
Department it stands as one of ‘the healthicst in the
world. This hias led to its being highly recommended
as a sanitarium for European invalids, especially
thoge suffering from the varions forms of pulmonary
diseases.  The researches of Major Tulloch and Dr.
Balfour show that the low ratic of -mortality among
the troops statiomed here in their time was greatly
- attributable to the extreme rarity of diseages of the
lungs; and Dr. Ross, the health officer of Cape
Town, has shown from the books of Somerset
Hospital that, out of 2,722 patients sent there for
treatment of all types of diseases, not more than 84
have died of lung complications in five yoars, These
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3 well ag the remarkable  exemption from
era, ' favers, mepatic, and other affections which
nists have hitherto enjoyed, are set forth by D
Boss in an interesting paper on * Our Climate,”®
'_-_g_hlished' in 1860, in which he says:-~ Heore;then,
i SBouth Africa, we can offer a home to the delicate |
| Which; within a moderate radins from Cape Town,
| aflords several distinet climates for those whose lungs,
livevs, or joints ave painfully out'of gear, Thess
 abmospherie differences are as distinctly marked by
loeal peculiarities and characteristics as are Torquay,
Bournemounth, Hastings; or the Isle of Wight, and
are all within the soothing influences of sea breezes
and the sandy beaches of our numerous bays. It is
partly owing fo the shelter of ‘woods, and partly to
/. the proximity of mountain peaks, that theve is such a
- wery pleasaut difference to be found in the qualities
Fthe air and the degrees of temperature along our
- coast, both of the eastern and western provinces,
Iy Iflf.‘,‘gl_flje_é:izlter\remio.n, ‘too, of hills, and the existence of
| well-wooded ravines, are not confined to a few favoured
. spots, but form a feature of the colony, which, in con-
mection with elevation above level of the sea, and the

. dirgetion and velocity of local winds, makes all the
 diffevence between the Frontier, Seaboard, and Karoo
districts, and which are, on the question of residence,

a it subject for medical advice. . . . The best
petiod for arrival is towards the end of August, = A
'Egg‘{'séa voyage by sailing wvessel is an admirable
 dntroduction to the lovely scenes which Septembery at
(the Qape, yearly produces. The fields are then:
covered with verdure ; thehills and plains ave brilliant
‘with patehes of bulbs and heather in full bloom 3 and
. all nature is gay with the surpassing freshness and
varioty of spring. | ‘The air is then truly intoxicating ;
. while the purity and transparency of the atmosphere
% Pide % The Cape and its People,” Juts & Co,, Cape Town.,




THE (CAPE WINTER. @L
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-l 4g such as literally to stagger the minds of many who
have been only accustomed to judge of distances
through the medium of haze, and cannot be brought -
to realise the fact that mountains fifty miles off are
as plainly visible as if within half-an~hour’s walk, and
to the naked eye as minutely traceable ds by aid of
telescope. . . . Itis, however, in winter months
that Cape Town forms the most pleasant of residences
for invalids. Being well sheltered by mountaing,
there is always plenty of calm, clear weather, and
even in the stormiest geason of the year, as in May,
when the north-west -gales are tossing ‘enormous
breakers against our iron-bound coast, and but for
breakwater works would be making wild havoe a.méa:;ﬁ-
the shipping of our bays, a night of destruction will
be followed by perfectly heavenly weather, lasting
perhaps for five or six days. During this period of
exquisitely calm and temperate days, we are always
blessed with Italian skies, and with air so cool, so sott, -
g0 dry, so grateful to the lungg, that it is a positive
gource of happiness to feel oneself to be alive.” ¢« Neo
climate in the world,” says Dr. Stovell, “could be
more agreeable to the feelings—and very few more
beneficial for the usual class of Indian invalids—than
a Cape winter. There is an invigorating freshness
about this season equally delightful and beneficial';
the moment the rain ceases the clonds rapidly cleax
away, and the sky remaing bright for several days.,” |

More recently, in the Lancet for 1873, a valuable
geries of papers have been contributed by a lay corrvess
pondentwhohashad personal experience of the country
a8 an invalid, and who declares that, “taking the
whole of the colony into consideration, there sre few
better climates in the world than can be found here,”
Meteorological obsérvations have been, and are

still being carried on in various divisions of the
Colony, under the auspices of a commission appointed
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: vernment, .fl.a,mc"i tﬁ'e, tabulated vesults. obta
enerally published in the official Blue-book. = Butat
the Royal Observatory, in the neighbourhood of Cape

‘Eown, theve has been a systematic register kept. for
‘many years, which shows as a_result that the mean
temperature of the air thronghout the year is about
61° 26 Fahr,, in the shade, the hottest days being in
. January, with an average temperature of 68° 92/, the
. coldest about July, with an average temperature of

647 03, | Elsewhere the observations have not been
. extended over anylong period, but they are sufficiently
reliable to serve 4s an index to the climate. For
|| instance, we have the extreme limifs of temperature
. ab the following points :—

HIGHEST, LOWEST.

e o - e

[Granft s Reinet | 1865 December 201 1050 | 1864 June ' | o4 280
AV 1

AR SR : g 1862 May a0
.'&#ﬁmge:"_____ 1868 Janoary « 10 106:5 1868 * June 28}

(Mosdel Bay .. | 1802 March 24 970 | 1862 Juy 17 390
m m’;-,_amh. IB67 Janwavy: 81 ) 920 | 11868 Angust . 22 4140
ﬂ{mh*g ‘Town | 1865 March 11 950 | ‘1862 September2s 420

2005

j23

; d m.&h‘hus\tam 1868 January - 11 1107 186?{ gl'ﬁ]; l?’gi} 7o

Ui m&wmr} 1864 March . 18 995 | 1864 Tune s. 39*3
| Gashamls Town | 1858 Febroary 6 1065 | 1856 August 8 . 99§

. AliwlNorth... | 1867 December2t 930 | 18672 June ' ‘1. | 90:0

s e e e s e S b L i

o " *Dhis is still less' thin'in  South Ausiralia, wheve, during the hot
‘monthe of January; February, and March, the temperature of ‘the
x:gn_.tkﬁ plains abous, Adelaide exceeds 100 deg. for: several days
together, and rises to 415 deg, \
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| THY BASTERN COAST.

" The general observations made ‘at Graham’s Town,

Grraaft-Reinet, and Worcester are also very noticeable.

1 o

Height | Mean | Mean e el 1

abave (Temper~ daily | Rainfall; HW“

sea level.| ature, | range, ey i
: ‘Feot. RERSETAT e )
Graaf-Reinotouc e | B8IT | 6441 | 2009 | 18196 | 5508

Worcester i ik 17760} g8 | 2001 ] 10798 D Bareal
Graban's Town ... | 1,750 6265 | 1450 | 59594 mf‘sb

| ; f sl
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‘We have here in evidence the high and great range
of temperature, the small amount of rainfall, and
humidity of the air at Graafi-Reinet. At Woncester
the annual temperature is 15 degrees lower, yet the
ranges, humidity, and rainfall ave pretty mearly the
same. At Graham’s Town the mean temperature is
2 degrees lower than at Graafi-Reinet, but the divenal
range is 6 degrees less, and the rainfall 321 inches, or
2§ times more abundant. The times of obser-
vation are not coincident, but the intervals are
of ' sufficient. length to establish  the relative |
types. - Il
_'On the western coast, north to Namagualani and
Bushmanland—a tract of country particularly dry—

" there are marked extremes of heat and cold, which
Mr. Wyley, in his observations on the climate there,
attributes to the great evaporation caused by the dry
winds which sweep over it. . AR

On the eastern side of the Colony, up  to the
boundary of the Great Kei River, and nearing the
£ tropic of Capricorn, there is an-approach 10 a semi-
tropical climate; but the winds from the Oecean,

and the elevated formation of the dountry procesding



,.., _considerably modify the effect of 'dg_cxe#gin" _
tude, The land rises in a series of  stepp

has a most bracing atmosphere. The air is dry,
and in summer warm, but never, or only for a
. showt ‘fime, oppressively so, owing to its dryness,
During winter, again, on the coast, the warm ocean
current coming down from the tropics moderates the
temperature ; and during the season, if there are any
frosts, they are not sufficient to kill, or even damage,
any sub-tropical plants that may be under cultivation
But in the Midland and Border districts thick ice is
formed on the water, and there are sometimes very
heavy snowstorms ; and on the mountain ranges the
snow lies for several days together. In the south-
| western districts, as a rule, fives are only used in the
' dwelling-houses for cooking purposes; but in the
highlands of the midland and north-eastorn parts, the
eold is such as to require the old familiar comforts
of «home.”
|| ‘Mhe rainfall in the neighbourhood of Cape Town,
and over a considerable part of the Colony, is equal
. \during the year to the average fall at Greenwich or
. Bdinbmrgh. During twenty years of observation
" yecorded at the Royal Observatory, the mean quan-
tity was upwards of 24 inches—the lowest being 188
inchesan 1844, and the highest 367 inches in 1859.
But the impression of a wet or dvy year gometimes
_ depends less on the quantity than on the number of
‘days on which rain falls, so as seasonably to promote
the germination and growth of vegetable productions.
'We'%iaife a guide to this in the followin t:xgle, showing
the number of days on which tain fell in the neigh«

bourhood of Cape Town in the years 1752, 1858,

1859, and 1862 ; and any departure from this average
. i exceptional. The first is extracted from &
.jowrnals of the French astronomer; La Caille (who was

"_mmmrz,_p;_ MR 3;3:9;

from the soa to the interior, and the higher countr:

L



