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INTRODUCTION.

Hitherto the Bethune Society has only published an oceasional Lecture
delivered before it, with brief notices of its proceedings in the daily Journals
of this metropolis. = Since, however, it has now been deemed expedient, for
various reasons, to publish o volume of ite transactions, it seems desirable
that %he voliime should be prefaced with a brief notice of its origin and lead-
ing objects. -

b gn.rauanue of a cireular issued by Dr. Mouat, Secretary of the Medical
College and. of the Governwent Council of Education, a meeting of native
xi)antlemen was held in the Theatre of the Medical College, on Thursday, 11th

scember, 1851, Dr. Mouat having been called to the chair, the proceedings
of the meeting weve opened by him. He beggan by explaining the objects
which he proposed in calling tqiether the gentlemen present.  He took 4
briel’ review of the nature and object of the societies already existing in
Caleutta —refersing particularly to the Asiatic and the Agricultural Societies
and pointed out the great necessity of devising some means of bringing the
educated natives more into personal contact with each other, for purposes less
umbitims, but probably not less useful than those of the institutions alveady
nane \

He dyelt upon the large amount of good that had been found to result
from such associations, when properly eonducted, in the Universities and prin-
cipal cities of England and Scotland; and indicated how mueh more such
means  of mental improvement and infellectual recreation were needed in this
country, where, from the very constitution of native gocigty and the social
customs of the people, even the private relations of ins‘iri nals and families
were necessarily much restricted.

He went on to sketch the plan, simple and concise, which he thonght best
snited for the end in view; dwelt carel{;ll; on the absolute necessity of ex-
cluding the subjects of religion and politics from the operations of the Insti-
tution: and concluded by proposin the meeting the establishment of a
Society for the objeots which he had so clearly propounded. ' With charac-
teristic generosity he also proposed, for one year, to bear the whole expense of
organizing and conducting the Institution.

After a lengthened conversation, in which Babu Debendranath Tagore,
Dr. Chuckerbutty, Dr, Sprenger, Rev. Mr. Liong and others took a part, it
was unanimously resolved, that “ A Society be established for the consider-
ation and discussion of questions connected with Literature and Science.””
In ovder to perpetuate the name of the Honorable Mr. Bethune, Legislative
Member of the Supreme Council, then lately deceased, and {0 commemorate
his great services and bonndless liberality in promating the cavse of Native
Fomale Education, and native improvement generally, it was also resolved
that the newly formed Institution should be denominated ** The Bethune
Socieby."
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The following, being the gentlemen who first enrolled their names as mem-
bers of the Bethune Society, are entitled to honorable mention in this place :—

J. F. Movar, M. D,

Punoir [suwiR CHANDRA VIDYASAGAR.
Tue Rev. J. Loxa.

Marvon G. T. MARSHALL.

Brv. K, M. BANERIRA.

De, SPREXGER.

Dg. CHEUCKERBUTTY.

L. Cran, EsQ.

apy Raveopar CtHOSE.

»  Rapmawari SIKDAR.

by Ramemaxpira MITTRA,

o Kynas Coanpua Bosw.
Hugnomoauy CHATTERTEA.
Juaapisnata Rov.

5 Nopiv Coaxora Mirres,
GaNENDRA MoBAN TAGORE.
Prany Momay SinkAr,

“ 5 Drsusprixate Tagone.
Pragy Cranp MrTora.

s Russrox Lar Bmiw,

5 Prasoaya Kosar Mrrrad.
Goran CmaNpra Dorr.

5 Hurey Cwanpra Durr.

4y DURRINARARIUN MUKERIEA,

| Dr; Mouat was then chosen President, and Babu Peary Chand Mittra,
Seerefary. The President and Secrcbary were next requested to draw up a
code of rules for the future conduet and guidance of the Society.

These rules, as subsequently presented and upproved of, were the follow-
ing -

T.-2All educated persons intevested in the objects of the Society are elizible
w8 members, !

1I.—Candidates for election as Members shall be proposed and seconded at
one Meeting, and ballotted for at the succeeding Meeting ; a simple majority
being suflicient to secure the election of the candidate,

1IL.—The Society shall hold ordinary Monthly Meetings on the Second Thurs-
day of each month from October to March at 7 . M, and from April to Sep-
tember at 8 p. 0., and an Aunual General Mesting in the month of j anuary.

1V.~—The busineas of the ordinary Monthly Meeting shall be conducted m
the following order:— '

1. Readiog of thé Proceedings of the iast Meeiing for Confirmation.
2, Election of Members.

8. @General Proceadings.

4. Delivery of Discourses.

5. Remarks on the Discourses by any Member present,

V.—Discourses (written or verbal) in ¥nglish, Bengali or Urdu, on Literary
or Scientiflo subjeets, may be delivered at the Society’s Meetings, but uone treat-
‘ing of religion or politics shall be admissible. :

VIL-—The Society shall have a President, a Sccrvetary, a Collector, and a Com-
_nfittee of Papers, composed of three Members, who &hall be subject to annual
election, ;

VII.—The written Discourses after they ave read shall be the property of the
Society, and the Committee of Papers may, if they think fit, cause a selection of
them to be printed or published, with the concurrence of the author,

VIIL.—The Committee of Papers shall be at liberty to return any paper for
the purpose of being printed in any journal, if they see sufficient canse for doing
0, upon the application of the author. ! ;
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1X,-~Thé presence of fifty persons shall be deemed sufficient and constitiite a
Meeting for tho reading of discourses, &e. .

X.—-E‘he Members of the Socisty shall pay a subseription of One Rupee
half-yearly in advance, to meet the expense of lighting, and of printing the
Trausactions and Proceedings.

XI.--No Member shail be entitled to recaive copies of the Society’s Transac-
tions who lias not paid up all Subseriptions due by him to the Hocioty. {

A circular was addressed to gentlemen in the Mofussil, requesting their
aid and co-operation. Several of these very soon replied-—highly approving
of ‘the formation of the Society and wishing to become members of i A
Dacea also a Soclety was formed to which wag accorded the privilege of calling
itself, “ The Branch Bethune Society of Dacea.” A

The President took early occasion of noticing the liherality of the Press
towards the Society: and felt assured that they would still kindly render the
aid to be sought for,  This has proved no ill grounded assurance : for, up to
the present time, the Press has, without exception or variation, continued to
manifest towards the Society a liberality that challenges the admiration and
gratitnde of its members. { f

The minutes of the Soctety shéw that, wnder the able and zealous Presi-
dency of Dr. Mouat, it rapidly incréased in numbers and usefulness. Lectures
were delivered at the regnlar monthly meetings on a great variety of interest-
ine and important subjects s and very often, the delivery of the Lecture was
followed by very animated extemporansons discnssion.

At the ‘close of its first year, 1852, the President reported that the Society

numbered one hundred and thirty-one members, of whom one hundred and
six Wera natives. It was then also resolved that the office-bearers, or exesn-
tive stafl’ of the Bociety should consist of a President, two Vice-presidents,
.one of whom should be a native, a Committee of papers of three members, a
Secretary and a Collectors and that the raembers of the Society should wf A
Euhsm:ftiqn of one rupee half-yearly, in advance, to meet the expense of hight-
ing and printing of’ the procesdings and transactions. .
At infermediate meetings, Teotures were delivered, with various illustra-
tionw, pictorial and experimental, on such important scientifie subjects, as
Chemistry, Geology, tLe [lectric Telegraph, Microscope, Architeetire, &e. b,y
Colonel Goodm%r. McCloliand, Mr. Woodrow, Mr. Jones and other emi-
nently qualified gentlemen. y

At the elose of the sevond year, 1858, the President reported that the
Hoclety numbered one hundred and forty, of whom one hundred and nineteen
were matives. The meetings had been extremely well attended, and it was
believed that much useful wnd interesting information, and matevials for
thought and reflection had been seattered abroad; where they were likely to
produce some fruit.  The experience of the two past years had amply proved
that the want of intellectual communion and recreation was strongly felt by
the rising generation of educated natives, It was hoped and believed ' that
this eraving destre for knowledge and readiness to seek it would not be
allowed to Qie from inanition, and that the wealthy and influential members
of the community, Native and Earopean, would lend their aid to the farther-
anee of an object which conld not be matter of indifference o any one really
interested in the welfave and progress of the nabives of Bengal. Kduocation,
in the existing state of native Society, could only aecomplish half its appoint-
ed work, and by no means the most important half, so long as the moral
training find discipline which were inseparably connected with it in Europe
¢onld not be fule applied in India. Hence the great importance of all
measures caleulated to 'L'rin;; the educated clisses into harmonious contact
with ‘each other, 'and to infuse into” them a taste for fntellectmal and moral
pursuits,
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On the 12th January, Dr. Mount resigned his office and Hodgson Pratt
Tsq. €. S. was chosen President of the Society. As Dr. Mouat was soon to
embark for England, it was unanimously resolved, that, in consideration of
the many obligations which the Society owed to its founder, a subscription
be raised among the members for the purpose of procuring a suitable token
of respect, to he presented to him hefore his embarkation, gi"nr this purpose
a sum of B, 729 ‘was actually collected. = With this snm a suitable memorial
was procured, and presented with an appropriate address.

At the annual meeting in January, 1855, the President reported thaf
during the preceding year (1854) an addition of eighty-eight new members
had been made, which confirmed him in the belief that the Society was daily

wing in importance and usefulness: and that the object contemplated in
its formation, as well as the hopes and expectations entertained of its future
E;gs erity, were in the course of bein vealized. It was also noted that
ides the lectares and discourses at the ordinary monthly wmeetings Mr.
James Hume (one of the Magistrates of Caloutta), had aflorded a highly
intellectual treat, on two successive occasions, by his reading of the * Merchart
¥ of Venice; and Colonel Goodwyn, by his able and interesting lecture on the
“ Union of Science, Industry and Arts,” with a view to the formation of a
Sehool of Industrial Art and Design. The meetings at these and the other
lectures were generally crowded. The subjects treated of were debated with
considerable ability, and with a liberality and intelligence which reflected no
ordinary eredit on those who took a share in the diseussions.

Mr. Pratt having vacated his office, Colonel Goodwyn was elected President
of the Bociety.

Throughout the yesr, the business of the Sodety proceeded much in the
usual way. Seventy-seven new members were added 3 so that at the begin-
ning of 1856, the number amounted to 281. The Sodiety had issued the
second No. of its selections, consisting of Dy, Chevers’ Lecture on '* The
Laws of Public Health,” and Babn Izmbin Kisto Bose’s Discourse * On the
School of Industry and Art.”. The Rev. Mr, Bellew, Chaplain, had enter-
fained the members with * Readings from Shakspeare.” Tho Socicty lind
been indebted to the Government of Bengal and of the North Western Pro-
vinees for Selections of Papers published from the Records of these Govern-
ments ; to the Agricultural and other Societies for copies of their Reports ;
and fo individuals for different publications. A pro; to inerease the annual
subscription from 2 to 4 rupees, was made and wit.ﬁggawn ag inexpedient.

Colonel Goodwyn was re-electod President of the Society; but in the
month of May, chiefly on acconnt of health, he felt constrained to tender his
resignation. Dr. Bedford was then chosen President in his stead ; but, within
a few months, this excellent and philanthropic man was suddenly removed
by death. This sad event was officially communieated to the Society on the
13th November, by Dr. Chevers in an address, teeming with eloguent thought,
and pathos eloquently expressed.

At the annual meeting held in January, 1857, Dr. Chevers presided and
reviewed the proceedings of the past year. The numerical strength of the
members had steadily ineressed ; twenty-three additions having been
to the list. It appeared, however, that many had failed to pay up their sub-
soriptions ; so that there was an acenrnulating balance against them. It was
agreed that all members who had failed to pay their subscriptions should be
informed by cireular, that if their arrears were not paid up in full within fwo
months, their names should be struck off’ from the hist of members, A reso-
lution which had been passed at the previous annual meeting, rendering all
new members chargeable with an entrance or admission fee of two rupees, had
been found so “extremely distasteful” that it was agreed to rescind it, and
enact: that overy member of the Society should be admitted to ifs meelings
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by o ticket renewed half yearly, upon the payment of six months’ subserip-
tion in advance. Among the Lecturers for 5-:3 past year was the celebrated
(George Thompson; while Dr. Hallour favoured the Sotiety with several
Lectures on Ph{siml Science.

My, James Hume was elected President of the Society for 1857.

At the anmmal meeting; in January, 1858, a furthex accession of forty-one
members was reported, of whom sixteen were Buropeans and twenty-five
natives. The third and fourth No. of the Society’s selections had heen pub-
lished during the year. The President had also, on three several occasions,
favoured them with readings from Shakspeare.

Mr. Hume was re-alected President. buring the year (1858) he favoured
the Souiety with readings from * Marmion” and * f%hc Lady of the Lake ;"
but, owing to ill health, he was often unable to attend ths monthly meetings.

At the annual meeting in January, 1859, Mr. Hume, on aceount of his
ablo and zealous services, was re-elected President. The outstanding balance
of wnrealized subscriptions, had now amounted to 1,458 though the sum due
from each member was only two rupees per annum.  From various causes the
attendance of members had of late seriously diminished. This, of course;
indicated a great decline in the interest once folt in the proceedings
of the Society. The frequent illness and necessary absence of the President
had, doubtless, much to do with this painful and unsatisfactory state of
things ; since the prosperity of an Institution like that of the Bethune Society
must always vle]mncl greatly on the influence, activity and energy ofits Prosi-
dent. During his lamented absence, and unfitness for active exertion, greab
credit is due to the other office-beavers of the Society for their manifold efforts ;
%artiuularl to Dr. Chevers who had been repeatedly chosen as one of the

ice-Presiﬁents,* and to Babus Ram Chunder Mittra and Hu ohon Chat-
terjea, who, from the outset had been annually re-elected as Becretary and
Treasurer vespectively. But, in spite of every etgort, the number that attended
meetings continued steadily to dwindle down, and the general intevest in the
proceedings steadily to abate. The great majority of the members never
attended at all, and declined to pay up their small arrears of subseriptions.
In April there wes no meeting Frt)m non-attendance of members; and in
June, no lecture. The President had become so unwell that he was con-
strained suddenly to embark for England.

In these adverse circumstances it almost appeared as if the Society must
lapse into total extinction. Hven if this haglieen its fate, it would not have
existed in vain. A Society which had succeeded il bringing together,
monthly, on a common arena of improved Literature and Science, and for
mutnal intellectnal culture and rational vecreation, the very elite of the
educated native community, and blending them in fifendly union with leading
members of the Civil, Military and Medical services of Government, of the
Caleutta bar, of the Missionary body, and other non-official classes ; a Society
which, in the course of a few years, in addition to constant monthly discnssions
on subjects of varied interest, alike theoretical and practical, could call forth
s0 many valuable and edifying Lectures, as the Minute Book of the Secretary so
faithfully exhibits jh-—such a Society wonld have done well and deserved well
of all the true friends of India.

10‘. The names of all the other Vico-presidents from the beginning are the fol-
wing - '
Oo!%nel Goodwyn, Captain W. N, Lees, LL, D., Dr. Bedford, Dr, Chevers,
Dr. Chuckerbutty, Rev. J. Long, Rajuh Pertab Singh Bahadur; Babus Rum
Gopanl Ghose, Hurrymohun Sein, and Radhanath Sikdar.

+ See lisk of Lectures in'the present yolume after the Summary of proceedings
of the last two years.
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The older members, however, were very loath to allow théir' minds to be
reconciled to the extinetion of a Soviety, which, for years, had so greatly pros-
pered, and had #o long promised to become the omament and glory, the bul-
wark and defence of all who were confederate in the noble attempt to in-
augnrate a new and betber era, | They folt that very much must depend on
their securing a President who communded the respeet of Europeans and
Natives, and who wonld throw himself heartily into the arduous work of
resuscitating a body which was fast sinking into manition. In the exigency, it
occurred to some of the remaining office-beavers and leading members to ap-
ﬂy to Dr. Duff, though for various reasons which itis needless now to specity,

“had never joined the” Society as a member. In private conference with
that gentleman, he at once declared that the state of his health and multifarions
duties made him shrink from 'the onerous but honoruble task proposed to
him ; though his deep interest in native ilnprovemient was enough to induce
him to encounter hexrrll}}:omrily any extra personal exertion for the attainment
ofa, worthy olject. ee were, however, certain conditions in which alone ho
conld venture to undertake the heavy burden, What theee were may best
appear from the following extract from the Minutes of the meeting held on
tﬁs 9th June, 1859 :— .

¢ Present,~—Dr. N. Chevers, Vice-President, in ths chair."”

%The chairman announced that as there was no Lecture for that evening, the
business of the mecting would be devoted to the election of a President, and to
tha proposal of motices of mations for modifuing certain of the Socicly's rules.
He proposed that Mr, Jumes Hume haviug been compelled by severe 1llness o
leave Caleutts without having it in his power to communicute with the Society
upon the choice of his sug , ik b ry that s President ghould be
elected in his room. Proposed by the echairman and seconded by the Secretary,
that the Chair be offered to the Rev. Dr, A. Duff, carvied by aeclamation.”

“The chairman then gave notics of a motion that, at the next meeting of the
Society, lie should propose that Rule three should be revised and altered, so as to
ensure a vavation during the hot weather and the rains.”

% The Chairman also gave notice of a motion that, ab next meating, he should
propose that Rule Five should be thus altered ; “ the grand and distinctive object
of the Society being to promote among the educated natives of Bengal a taste for
Titerary and Scientific pursuits, discourses (written or verbal) in English, Bongali
or Urdu, may be delivered at the Society’s meetings on any subject which may
be fairly included within the range of general Literature and Science.'

At the mesting held on the 14th July, the fivst of these motions was puf
and carried by a wmajority. But a good deal of irregular discussion having
afterwards 1mexpecte(1{ arigen on its merits, it was finally conceded;.ep gratia,
that the matter might {»e veconsidered at next meeting. or that meeting also
it was agreed that the other motion of Dr. Chevers should be postponef

At the monthly meeting held on the 11th August, both these motions wera
eventually carvied, as will be seen from the following extracts from Minute

% The Rev. Dr. A. Duff, President, in the Chair.” 4

« Road ond confirnied the proceedings of the last meeting.'”

« Dy, Chevers then brought forward the following wotion, which was. second-
ed by Babu Nobin Kisto Bose.”

«That the mestings of tho Society shall hereafter be held on the second
Thureday of every month, for six months, from the beginning of November,
until the beginning of April; exeept on special occasions, when gentlemen  desir-
ous of reading lectures during the vacation, may he permitted to do 8o with the
consent of the President and officers of the Society.”

An amendment was then proposed by the Reéy. Mr, Dall, and seconded by
Dr, Fvans, simply to the effect, thub the Socicty do now adjonrn to meet on the
second Thursday of November next,
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. The nature and object of these motions having bean soverally explained by the
gentlemen who proposed them, aud all the members present having beon car.
nestly solicited by the President freely to express their minds ou the subjeet, 1f
they had any objections or suggestions to offer :—

The orizinal motion and the amendment were duly put to the vote; whereon
the amendment was rejected, and the original motion earried, |

; Dr. Chovers then brought forward a motion that Rule 5th should be altered
thus :

“The grand and distinctive object of the Society being to promote among the
edueated natives of Bengal a taste for literary and scientifle pursuite, discourses
written or verbal, in Ehgﬁish, Bengali, or Urdu, may be delivered at the Bociety's
meatings, on any subjeet which may be fairly included within the range of gene-
ral Literature and Science.”

"By 'the Mover and the President, it was explained ab considerable length, and
with great emphasis, that ihe design of this resolution, was not to effect any
chinge whatever in the organie comstitution, or fundamental objects of the Bocie-
ty, as originally formed, The purpose of all who were concerned in its welfure
and prosperity, was to maintain these inviolate. However important in them-
selyes, and in proper time and place, the su%iecta of eontemporary politics and
controversinl theology as debated smong the different clnsses of religionists,—it
was felt by all that an institution, like that of the Bethune Society, did not
furnish he fitting arena for discussions on the topies which these involve.

But the term * religion” wis not restricted to what is ordinarily understood
ps a special ravelation from God, or a Divinely revealed and consequently autho-
ritative system of faith and worship, such as, with or without satisfactory evi-
dence, large classes of mankind believe their respective forms of fuith and worship
to be. 1t was also constantly applied to what is understood hy Natural Religion,
or a belief in the being aud perfections of God, the Creator of all things, and the
Moral Governor of the Universe. This being a subject on which all were pro-
fessedly agreed, it was never understood in practice, that a proper allusion to it,
on any fitting occasion, was prohibited. It was religion in the former sense,
abont whieli members differed, and not religion in the latter sense, about which
all were substantially sgreed, which it was the design of the originul law fo
exclnde from discussion by lecturers and speakers in the Bethune Society, Bub
to many, the original law, s hitherto worded, appenved, if strietly interpreted,
to forbid allusion even to the being of & (od, or to any indications which the
works of Oveation might exhibit of his wisdom, power, or goodness. Heuce it
was that the Society, tn yavious influentisl quarters, came to be stigmatised as &
Godless o Atheistic Society ; and many. men of high intelligence nnd tender
consciences were, in consequence, positively prevented frfin joining its ranks.
Since therefore, such an interpretation, though seemingly consonant with the
wording of the oviginal rule, did not appear to be accordant with the real senti-
ments and design of its framers, or with the actual practice of the members in
times past, it had been felt that, by the retention of it in its primary form, the
Society was doing injustice to itself, injuring its good pamo, and excluding an
accession of influential membership. It was to obviate these and such like ob-
jections and dificulties, and if possible, ensure the countervailing adysntsges,
that a slight change had now been proposed, not in the real intent and substance,
but only in the wording or verbal expression of the original Jaw,

Dr. Chevers’ motion having been seconded by Babu Kylas Chandra Bose, was
put to the vote, and earried,

With the adoption of these resolutions, the Bethune Society terminated the
first period of its existence, and was fairly projected npon its second. The
vesent volume is intended to furnish a glimpse of the general character of
its praceedings and designs. To a vital part ol these proceedings, viz. the
animated disenssions which usually followed the delivery of a Liecture or
Report, no jnstice whatever can be done. But, with all its imperfections, it is
hoped that this voluwe will be accepted by the friends of nafive improvement
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as au augury of better things for the future. For the reasons already assign-
ed, the Society bad, in a great measure, to be veconstructed ; it had to regain
a status and position from which it had lamentably declined; it had fo re-
inspire confidence ' the practical wtility of its aims and objects; it had to
conciliate alienated friends, and, by its proved usefulness, gain an accession of
new ongs.  Now, much of all this 'l‘;ss Dbeen achieved. All the public meetings
have been well attended ; and some of them ¢rowded to overﬂowmﬁ' . European
and Native gentlemen of the highest grades in Society, such as Sir Bartle Frere,
Sir James Outram, the Rajah Radhakant Deva, the Hajah Kalilrishna, and the
Tord Bishop of Calentta have had their names envolled among its honoraty
memibers, while many distinguished names have been added to the ordinary
membership, Gentlemen in tia high position of the Bishop and the Archdeacon
of Caleutta have not deemed it beneath them to countenance the Society by
their presence and benefit it by their public Lectures. - The working of the
different sections has come fairly into operation, and even now has begun to
bear good fruit, If the growth and expansion of future years be at all pro-
ortional to the development of the last two years of comparative infaney, the
thune Society miy yet acquire an ascendency among the rapidly enlarging
‘community of educated natives in this land, Iike that Jong since enjoyed in
their respective countries, by the great Literary and Scientific Soameties of
Kurope. From their own inexperience in such matters, the Native members
have, of their own secord, wnanimously named Turopean gentleraen for their
leading office-bearers. The fact that they have done so, redounds greatly to their
credit, as it demonstrates their freedom from petty envies and jealousies, gives
the lie to charges of antagonism of race, and proves their hearty honest ear-
nostness in the cause of enlightened individual and national advancement. It
i& to be hoped, however, that the day is not far distant when all the lending
office-bearers will ba native gent’.]emen. distinguished for their literary an
seientific attainments, elevation of character, commanding social influence,
and diginterested patriotism,

o consolidate and permanize the Society, however, as well as to ensure
the swecessful proseeution of its varied objects, a suitable Hall for publie
meetings, with several adjoining apartments, must be held as absolutely. imdis-
pensable.  In the absence of a better place, the continued use of the Theatre
of the Medical College is justly regarded as a great boon. But admirably
adapted as it is to its own specific purpose, it is not at all well adapted for
sucﬁ meetings as those of the Bethune Society; while there is no accom-
modation at all for Couneil or Committee meetings, Library, &e, & Why
should not some wealthy native gentleman at onece furnish a lakh or two of
Yupees, for the erection of a suitable Hall with its appurtenances, and thus
voar to himself an enduring monnment, while conferring an inestimable bene-
fit on- his fellow-citizens and fellow-countrymen, down to the latest ages of
posterity ?

Calouttn, June, 1861,
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PART 1.,

SUMMARY OF PROCEEDINGS
THE SESSION OF 1859-60.

A1 A Moxmuiy MgrriNe of THE BETHUNE SOCIETY HELD AT THE
Tapiree oF THE Mepican CoLreas, ox tHE 1018 NoveEMBER, 1850,

The Rev. A. Duff; D.D., LL.D. President, in the chair.

The proceedings of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

The candidates proposed at the last meeting were unanimously elected.
The following names of candidates for election were then submitted.

H. Seott Smith, Bsq. ; and Babu Shawma Churn Sircar.

Proposed by the Secretary and seconded by Babu Hurromohun Chatterjea.
The following presentations have been received.

Appendixes to General Report of Public Instruction in the Lower Pro.

vinces for the Bengal Presidency for 1857.58 vol. 2 from the Director of

Public Instruction.

Tntroduction to & treatise on the philosophy of the mind, founded on the
principles of Sanskrit Phi.lnsuphk:;mm Babu Grish Chandra Mukerjea.

Tducation in India, by Babu Kissory Chand Mittra from the Author.

An Introdnetory Lecture addressed to the students of the Calentta Modical
College, by Charles Avcher, M.D., from the Director of Public Instruction.

Resolved that the thanks of the Society for the dbove mentioned presenta-
tions be recorded. i

The Wgnow vead the fnllawi§ letter dated 25th July, 1859, Pall
Mall, London, lately received fiom Mr. Jamey Hume, the late President
of the Sociaty.

Si,—The illness with which I was attacked in April so entirely prostrated
me, that it was quite impossible for me to attend to business of any descrip-
tion up to the time of my departure: T should otherwises have addressed the
Society and mentioned my impending visit to England, placing the office I
had the honor to hold in its hands. I now do so, but desire to say that my
interest in the Society and my desire to be useful to it continue unabated ;
and should it please God that my health be restored, my services will, on
my retum to India, be at the command of the Society in any way they can
be made available. Requesting that you will be good enough to place this
letter before the first general meeting. :

I have the honor to be Sir,
Your obedient servant,
Jamrs Houe,

Proposed by the Secretary and seconded by Babu Kissory Chand Mittra.

i Tﬁ: the cordial thanks of the Society be veturiied to the late President,
Mr. James Hume, for the very kind offer of his valuable sexvices in any way
they can be made available in the event of his return to India, and for the
warm expression of his unabated interest in the Society's welfare.” Carried
by acelamation.

The President having stated that it had been brought to his notice that
there were arrvears of subseription, amounting to no less a sum than Rs.
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1,600 and extending back in many instances to a period of two or three years,
suggested to the meeting that some rule shouldl be enacted, by which default-
ing members might be induced to fga.y what they already owed to the Hociety,
and such unseemly defanlts be in future prevented.

Mr. Woodrow gave notice of a motion that “any member who is in default
_of his subscription for a period of three’ months, which is paid in advance,
will be liable to be struck off from the list of 'members, and that a notice be
given to the present defaulting members, warning them, that, in the event of
the arrears of their subscriptions not being paid up before the 3lst January
miext, their names will be struck off from the roll of members.”

The proposition was seconded by the Rev. J. Long.

The Prosident then delivered an address in which he took a retrospective
view of the rise and progress of native Education ; the difficulties with which
ita advocates had, at the outset, to contend ; and the slow but sure triumphs
which had gradually erowned their efforts. | In connection with this subject
he made special reference to the inestimable services of the late celebrated
Rajah Ram Mohnn Roy, whom it was his privilege to know personally, and
whose zeal, energy and devotedness, as a Hindu Reformer, he had leamnt to
appreciate and admire. He also took oceasion to dilate, at some length, on
te:n essential requirements and characteristics of a sound education ; showed
abstractly, on the };l;mtludﬂ and prineiples of mental science, how it necessarily
implied a full and harmonious development and regulation of all the powers,
affections, and sensibilities, intellectual, emotional and moral ; and illustrated,
by specific examples from general History and Biography, the evils which
acerited to the mdividual and to Society at large from a disproportionate
development of the different sets of faculties and susceptibilities of the human
soul, and the consequent mal-adjustment as well as mis-direction of its
practical energies.

The President next reviewed, at considerable length, the rise and progress
of the numerous Native Societies, which had successively sprung up as the
natural offspring of an education which had awakened into dctivity the
dormant intelleet, unfolded its latent capacities, liberated it/ from the crushing
thraldom of mete traditional'and reasonless authority, and imbued it with a
vital power and resistless tendency to shoot out freely, in all directions, into
the cirenmambient atmosphere of truth and reality. However ephemeral
some of these might have proved, and however wild or extrayagant the views
and opinions propoundid by some of their members, they weve all working,
conseiously or unconscionsly, towards ultimate good of some kind. Any
thing was better than stagnation and death. The cyclone or hurricane was

referable to the still, heavy, leaden atmosphere, surcharged with the invisi-
le influences of plagne and pestilence,

Hé next adverted to the past history, present state, and future prospects of
the Bethune Society. It owed its origin to the sagacity and philanthropy of

[,

Dr. Mouat,—a man, whose eminent services in the canse of Native improve- '

ment, he had never seen adequately prized or dul acknowledged. Education
had borne its first ripe fruits ; the first and still surviving alwmat of our
‘different Colleges, had now become heads of families, chiefs of departments
in offices of gf:t,e. independent men of business on their own account, or
managers of their own ancestral property. Were they to abundon the
1 iterary, scientific, or philosophic tastes which they had acquired ; and, from
the want of suitable incitements, again sink back into a state of mere animal
or vegetative existence? To prevent so fatal an issue it was felt thata
Society of a higher order ought to be instituted, which might fumish the
necdful means, appliances, and stimulants, adapted to the higher capacities of
more mature and experienced minds. Hence, doubtless, the origin and object
of the Bethune Society,—a society, 5o denominated, to perpetuate the memory
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of a man, who, with Eurse and hand, laboured more strennously than an
other of his rank and station in our day, to’ raise the nafives o‘v' this land,
inteilectually, socially, and morally to a higher and nobler plabform, than any
heretofore oceupied by them in the great nm?lhithentm of the world.

The bright early promise of success und the causes of subsequent declen-
sion were then distinetly pointed out by the President. The records of the
Saciety, which he had eavefully Iooked into, bore unmistalkeable evidence that
there was no lack of talent in its membership,—a membership including
upwards of three hundred of the very elife o? the educated native com-
munity. He had noticed with regret that various schemes for quickening and
sustaining the interest of the members in the grand objects of their associa-
tion had, after trial, proved comparative or total failures. The only one
which had hitherto survived, with any degree of definiteness and constancy,
was the monthly lecture, which it was intended might always be followed by
suggestive remarks, or free and frank discussion, on the part of those present.
This branch of the system ought not only to be maintained, but if possible
galvanized into fresh vital energy. He was happy to say, that in this inpor-
fant department, he had succeeded in securing the services, as lectuvers, of some
of the ablest and ripest of onr Calcutta Supans.

At the monthly meeting in December next, a lecture on the now famous
“Dr, Livingstone and Aﬁ'rican Enterprise,” would be delivered by Babu
Nobin Kristo Bose, who had alveady favoured the Society with some admir-
able dissertations,

In Janwary, a lecture * On the principles of historical evidence, and the

samount importance of the study of History to the edueated natives of

ndin,”" would be delivered by M¥ Cowell, Professor of History in the
Presidency College and Principal of the Sanskrit College,—a man every wa
competent to the task,—a man, too, deservedly estecmed and beloved by all
who had the pleasure of his acquaintance.

In Hebruary, a lecture on * Sir Isaac Newton, his discoveries and his
¢haracter,” would be delivered by the Venerable Archdeacon Pratt, one of
greatest, il nob the greatest of our Indian mathematicians ; and, alike on the
score of scientific and moral attainments, the fittest to grapple with so mag-
nificent a theme.

In Mareh, s lecture on * Hannuh More and female education,” by
Mr, Macleod Wylie, who had already houored the Society with one of the
most stirring addvesses to which it had ever listened, ang swhose benevolent
heart as well as enlightened understanding pre-emiiently qualified him
successfully to handle a subject so franght with domestic and social interest
to the teeming millions of ]‘}ndia..

And in April, he expected, that a lecture on “ The rise and p of the
Axts, with special reference to Oriental as well as Western Axc itecture,”
would be delivered by a gentleman who had laboured more thun most others
to forwand the objects of the Society, but whose absence ut present in the
North-West-Provinees precluded him from being more explicitin the terms of
this announcement. :

The programme of lectures thus unfolded having gaimed the marked
approbation of the members, the President proceeded af some length to pro-
pound another set of measures, which, he earnestly hoped, would meet with
gimilar approbation. Bany of the more intelligent members of the Society
had often complained to him that they felt as it they had nothing to do; and
that, having nothing to do, their interest in its proceedings had gradually
declined, and, in some eases, hud reached the zero-point.

To obviate this reasonable complaint, and secure some of the principal objects
for which the Society had been originally organised, he proposed that, after the
model of some of the gm:tﬂst and oldest Apsociations of the kind in Europe, the

0 : i
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memnbers should divide themselves into different seetions, for the prosecution
of special inquiries and the cultivation of particular branches of liberal, useful,
and professional study,—that all members should be allowed to choose frecly
the section or sections to which they would like best to belong, and whose
labours, from congeniality of tastes and predilections, they might deem
themselves most competent effectually to ad —that each section should be
headed by a President, European or Native, assisted by two Seercharies, one
of whom ought to be a native gentleman—that the President and Secretary
of the Society, with a view to harmony and uniformity of operation, should
be er-gfficic. members of all the sections—that every member of a sechion
onght to be encouraged and expected to contribute his mite, were it but a
single item of statistical intelligence, to the general stock of information,
aceumulating m the hands of the Secretaries—that the information thus
collected, as the conjoint result of the labours of all the members, should, in
due time, be classified, arranged and condensed into an annual Report, to be
presented at a General meefing, with attendant docaments and episolary
communications for the benefit of all,—and, finally, that a gpecial meeting,
for such end, might be held successively, during each month of the Session,
for the sepavate reception and consideration of each of the six reports, inter-
mediately between t.ﬁe ordinary statutory meetings of the Society.

After expluining considerably in detail the manifold advantages to be
expected from such an arrangement; the grounds, of a general and special
kind, which suggested to his own mind the selection -ib departments, with
some of the digtinctive ends to be pursued by the different sections, and the
possible modes  of ¥uccessfully pursuing them ;—he formally proposed for
acceptance the following scheme.

1st.—A seetion on “ General Education;” whicl, if sanctioned, Mr,
Woodrow was willing to head.

2nd. A section on “ Literature and Philosophy,” which Professor Cowell
was willing to head.

3rd.—A section on  Science and Art,” which Mr. Swmith, Professor of
Natural Science in the Engineering College and Registrar of the University
of Calentta, was willing to head.

dth.—A section on *Medical and Sanitary improvement,” which Dr.
Chevers, the distinguished Secretary of the Director General, Government
Medical Department, was willing to head.

Gth.—A section on * Bociology.”-—recently elevated to the rank of a

Science and replote with practical benefits to man,—which the Rev. J. Long
was willing to head.
- Gth.—A section on  Native Female improvement ;” inclusive of all thab
tends to improve and elevate the Female mind and character, which, from
the very peculiar and delicate inquiries it involved, a Native Evnﬂe'mn of the
highest qualification, Babu Ramapersad Roy, was willing to head.

The scheme, thus propounded with moch fulness by the President, having
met with instantaneous and cordial approval, he next went on to stata that aﬂ
the members ought forthwith and ‘without any delay, to intimate fo the
Secrotary their choice of a section or sections ; so that, at next meeting, it
might be possible fo announce the complete organization of all the sections,
which thereafter, in generous rivalship, might proceed to work with all the
freshness of new zeal, the determination of indomitable perseverance, snd the
fire of all-conquering energy. If they did so, they would gain many noble
ends. They would no longer be passive recipients, but active. cultivators. of
useful knowledge. Theirs would no longer be thought-imitating or thought-
repeating minds, but thought-originating. thonght-producing minds. Their
opinions or beliefs would no longer be received merel(y on authority, or sim-
ply because they had immemor'in.{‘r\cl tradition in their favour. They would be



suved from confounding due veverence for antiquity with a slavish devotion to
antiquated barbarisis ; or a true liberty of thought and independence of mind
with the delirium of an unballasted judgment and the fanaticism of wild and
“reckless npeculatiﬂn. As independent thinkers they would not, on the one hand,
unhesitatingly exbrace sy doctrines or sentiments, merely because they were
veceived and accreditel by others before them ; neither, on the other hand,
would they unenquiringly reject any doctrines or sentiments, simply becanse
happened to be ancient, or foreign, or reputed to be wholly new. No.

As ‘original and independent thinkers of the genuine Baconian stamp, the
would intelligently resolve to admit first principles and the indisputable
* yvalidity of the facts of consciowsmess. 'With such an axiomatic basis, com-
mon to them and all mankind, they would proceed to esamine calmly and
diligently for themselves; ponder the evidence, alike of observation and
experiment; weigh all testimony, written and oral; analyse and fest all
srocesses of Teasoning; sirive to detect and expose latent and insidious
}'allm:ies. Then, as the result of patient, assiduous and well-condueted en-
quiry, they would be prepared, reflectively, and with a clear conscience, io
reject or embrace docFrinea and facts, as the case might be;—if properly
substantiated or sufficiently proved, hevoically to embrace them, were the
whole world to rise up in violent antagonism ;—if not properly substantiated
or sufficiently proved, as heroically to reject them, whatever might be the
amount of mere traditional authority in gleir favor.  Let the members of the
different sections only pursue such a sober, wise, and jndicious course as this,
in all their enquiries and investigations, and the aggregate result could not
fail to mluunng to their own individual credit—to the honor of the Society,
and the unspeakable benefit of their native land.  Scorning the vulgar arts of
senseless ridioule, sardonie sareasm, cynical misrepresentation, low-minded
sophistry, and heartless abuse, they would then produce materials for an
annnal yolume of Transactions, abounding with so much of what was sub-
stantial, or even original and new, that its appearance might be hailed as a
valuable accession tothe stores of literature, science and art, by all the learned
Societies in the world. And then, oo, might the Baethune Society, under
that or any other‘name, attain to its true attitude among native hw{itutions,
and exhibit, with respect to them, the same relative position that is now so
grandly occupied by the Institute of Paris, or the Royal Society of London,

among the literary and scientific associations of France and Great Britain.

The President, having brought the expository portion of his address to o
close, and haying found all his proposals fully mﬁ cheerflully responded to,
concluded with an earnest appeal to the reason and conscience of all present.
He rapidly glanced at the past condition of humanity throughout the world :
shewed how, amid alternate sunshine and storm, ceaseless ebbings and flow-
ings, never-ending progressions and re ions, there might be said o be
signs and symptoms of progress, or manifest tendencies towards progress, on
the whole. But, even were it otherwise; were things everywhere getting
worse instead of better; were the hand on the dial of human destiny, ‘for a
time, going backward instead of forward ; were the hideous vices, depravities
and crimes, which now degrade and hrutalize whole tribes and nations to be-
come, for a season, more hideous still;—all this would not for a moment
shake his own faith in the ultimate regeneration of the race of man. For
this confidence he had vastly stronger reasons than any which he could there
well unfold.  But it was the delight of his own heart to ruminate upon them,
and, in them, to see the prolific seeds of promise for a bright and glorious
future. Then, after expatiating, with considerable amplification, on the
magnificence of the changes, which, throngh adequate agencies and instru.
mentalities, and under the over-ruling providence of a gracious God, he firmly
expected to be one day consummated thronghout the earth,—Dr, Duff wound
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i up by saying, that, to be privileged to contribute, were it but a singio drop
' to the confhience of the many streams which would swell and spread out into
such an nniversal ocean of peace and harmony, joy and blessedness, were an
honor worth living for ; zn(f that, to that suglime honor, all the members of
the Society might, Ly a course of earnest, resolute, wise, self-denying, patriotie
action, hopefully aspire. ' :

From the lateness of the hour at the conclusion of the President's address,

it was resolved that the motions, of which notice had been given, shonld
postponed | till next meeting.

6

Ram Caanpra MrtTRA,
Sceretary, Bethune Society.

A1 A Mostarny MerriNe oF THE BETHUNE SOCIETY WELD AT THE.
THEATRE oF THE MepicAt CorLeee, oy mHE 81 Drcempir, 1859, .

The Rev. A. Duff, D.D., LL.D., President, in the Chair.

The proceedings of the last Meeting were read and confirmed.

The following presentation has been received :—

Second Anniversary Report of the Family Literary Club from the Secretary.

Resolved that the thanks of the Society for the above mentioned presenta-
tion he recorded.

The President then suggested that the Minutes, and other routine business
which concerned members only, should be postponed till after the delivery of
the Lecture, in which visitors as well as members were equally interested.
The suggestion was agreed to. |

Before calling on the Lecturer, there was one subject to which the President
wished to divect the attention of all present. It was with very great satisfac-
tion he had to notify that scores of members had cordially responded to the
call made upon them, in conneetion with the scheme of Sections, which he
had ventured to propose. A copy of the proceedings of the last Meeting had
been forwarded to each maember, with a note requesting to know to which
section or sections he might wish to belong. To this requisition there had
been a hearty response, to such an extent that there were now sufficient, mate-
vials for commencing the actual work of @il the Sections. The returns had
heen eavefully classified under {heir geveral departments, =Some  were
evidently more popular than others, and he was rather pleased fo find that

+ the most popular of all was that which embraced the all-important subject of
general Education ; but all had enough members to seb their distinetive
machinery in motion, Here he begeed emphatically to state that the ohject
of the Sections would be not to indulge in mere speculations or theories, or ta
aceumulate piles of learned and useless lumber, buf to invmti&ate the subjects
proper to each department in earnest practical ways, and for the promotion of
ohiects of manifest and acknowledged practical ufility. Already nearly all
the Presidents and Secretaries of Sections had held a preliminary meefing ;
had, to prevent any collision, fixed the week days on which they should hold
their sittings ; and had eome to o general understanding as to their respective
spheres amﬁnndes of action. He (the President) could testify, and he did
g0 with unbonnded pleasure, that nothing could exceed the harmony and
earnest purpose of nJllJ present. There was a gleam of joyousness in every
countenanve, af the thought that they were now to enter a new career of
useful research and practical improvement. This he hailed as a token of
good for the future; and seemed to hold out a {air prospect of ultimate
results which would tend to ¢lovate the educated of this ]L’I-ll to a position as
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conspicuons in the eyes of the civilized world as it wonld be useful and
honorable to the people of India. i

The President then called on Babu Nobin Kristo Bose—a gentleman who
had on previous oceasions edified the Bociety by his able addresses—to deliver
his Lecture on ** Dr. Livingstone and African Enferprise.”

The Lecturer gave a rapid but vivid sketch of the early days of Living-
stone, who was a Scotchman of hunble paventage; and of his amazing
struggles to educate himself under a varied pressure of difficulties. He then

lanced at the earlier African discoveries of 1}1&?0 Park, and his successors.

fommencing with Livingstone’s enftry into Africa by the Cape of Good
Hope, he followed him in bis wonderinl journeyings as he penetrated into
hitherto totally unknown regions. The ‘graphic details farnished by the
Lecturer in tracing the progress of the enterprising traveller, as he pene-
trated to the northward, and erossed Central Afvica from West to East, were
of n nature, which, it is obvious, do not admit of abridgment. It is sufficient
to say that the summm? was one, which was ably and successtully executed.
His concluding appeal® to his own countrymen to awaken from the lethargy
of the past, and rise up to emulate the spirit, energy and self-denying enter-
prise of Livingstone was generally i'eft to be seasonable, masterly, and
effective. !

At the close of the Lecture, which was throughout listened to with marked
attention, though it oceupied quards of an hour and a half in delivery, the
President, stated that, according to the nsage of the Socieby, it was now
competent to any member to express his views on the subject of the Lecture,

An animated discussion then ensued, repecting certain questions raised by
the Lecturer in connection with the attempts to civiiir.e({mrbmnus tribes, in
which Babus Kali Kumar Das and Grich Chandra Ghose, Mr. Dall, and

Professors Banerjea and Cowell, took a part ; all, however, heartily approving |

of the Lecture as a whole, and extolling the ability of its author.

The President then wound np with a brief resumé of what had franspired
—balancing the different statements and counter-statements—pointing ont
such things as might be considered irrelevant—urging the lessons to be
derived from what had occurred for future guidance—warmly commending
the frank, open, generous spirit which had pervaded the whole discnssion —
and adding his mite of eulogy us regarded the ability of the Lecturer and the
generally useful strain of his Lectnre. -

The majority of the visitors having then withdrawn, the President put the
names of the gentleme&fmpoued at the last Meeting to the vote, when they
were unanimously elected. '

The following names of candidates for election were then submitted -

Babu Ra:mluﬁ Mukerjea, B. A,

Babu Loll Gopaul Dutt, B. A,

Babu Purnochandra Mukerjea.

Proposed by the Secretary and seconded by Babu Kali Kumar Das.

Mr. W. W. P, Duifl

Proposed by Mr. H. Woodrow, and seconded by the Secretary.

The President then submitted the following motion, proposed at the last
Meeting by Mr. Woodrow, and seconded by the Rev. Mr. Long

“ Any member who for a period of 3 months, is in default of his subserip-
tion which is payable in advance, will be liable to be struck off from the hist
of members, that a notice be given to the present defaulting members
warning them that in the event of the arrears of their subscription nob being
g:d up before the 31st January next, their names will be struck off from the

1l of the members.”

* This appeal will be found in Part IL of this volume,

8
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The proposition being put to the vote was unanimously carried.

Next, the following motion originally proposed by the Rev. Mr. Dall was
put to the Meeting.

That Rule 7th be thus amended.

“ The written disconrses, after they are read, shall, with the consent of the
writer, be the property of the Society ; and the Committee of pa}:m may, if
they think fit, cause the selection of them to be printed or pub ished, with
the conenrrency of the author,” ;

This motion also was duly earried. '

After a fow words from the President congratulating all on the spirit of
harmony and good will, which had prevailed throughout ; and noting with
much satisfaction the greatly improy attendance of members, and eaPccinlly
of old members ;—the meeting mke up, a little past 10 o’clock, al being
comforted and encouwraged by the 'pmbwﬁn of the evening.

Ram CHaxpra MITTRA,
Seeretary, Bethune Sociely.

A1 A Moxtaiy MerriNg of THE BErmUNE SoCIETY HELD AT THIE
TesTeE oF THE MEDICAL COLLEGE, oN THE 12ri Janvapy, 1860,

The Rev. A, Duff, D.D,, LL.D., President, in the Chair.

The proceedings of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

The members proposed at the last meeting were unanimously elected.

The following names of candidates for election were then sugmibted,
4 Reﬁ. %1 Iiaﬂellwood, proposed by the Secretary, and seconded by Professor
Jowell, M. A.

Pundit Ram Comul Turkolunker, proposed by Babu Grish Chandra
(those, and seconded by the Secretary.

Babu Debendra Narain Bose, B. A, & B. L., proposed by the Secretary,
and seconded by Moulavi Abdul Luttiff, Es

Sub-Assistant-Surgeon Khettra Chandra 'Ehose, proposed by the Secretary, .

and seconded by Babn Horo Mohun Chatterjea. ;
Babu Horo Kali Mukerjea, proposed by Babu Kali Kumar Das, and
seconded by the Secretary.
Sub- Asmistant Surgeon Kalla Chand Dey, proposed by the Secretary, and
-geconded by Babu Gopaul Chandra Banerjea. :
The following presentation has heen received :
« Scholarship and Honor examinations for 1858-59;" from the Director of
Public Instruction. |
Resolved that the best thanks of the Society be recorded for the aboves
mentioned presentation. Bl
The President then stated, that there were two points to which he wished,
at the outset, to advert. : ry BRI
1st. From the great difficulty in making the necessary discrimimation,
owing to the possible mistakes or mis-reports of the collecting Sircar,—a
difficulty, which all who had to do with the periodical collection of very small
sums, from individuals, scattered over so hrngﬂ: community, hal often ex-
perienced —it was resolved by the excellent urer, whose laborious serviees
were altogether gratuitous, to send the eivcular respecting arrears of subs ilp-
tion indiscriminately fo all ; in the assurance, that members, generally,
would put the most favourable comstruction on the act, by recognising it
. simply as one of practical necessity, He was happy to m}]m-t, that this, for
the most part, had been the case. In a few instances, however, which had

i
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come to his knowledge, the act had, from some oversight or inadvertence to
its real intent and purpose, been somewhat misunderstood. It was conceived
to imply a censure, where no censure was ever pronounced or deserved. This
he (the President) deeply regretted. He could assure his Native friends who
felt aggrieved at the supposed imputation of being slow or backward in the
yment of what might%e due as their subseription, that no offence was ever
intended by the worthy Treasurer. He knew him to be a man morally
incapable of intending any thing of the kind, His grand object had been
all along to conciliate all, and gain the good will of all.  And it was his vorg.
reluctance to appear to do any thing offensive, which often kept him bae
from pressing too hard, even in quarters where signs of reluctancy had been
manifested. It was only as an act of duty towards the Society which he =0
faithfully served, and whose wnanimous decision he felt himself called
upon im]mrtia.lk' to ecarry out, that he adopted the course. which had
been pursued. And it was a golden rule of all sound morals, that where no
offence was intended, no offence ought ever to be taken. e, theretore,
earnestly trusted that his Native friends, whom he vespected and honored for
the very sensitiveness they had exhibited on the oceasion, would, in the
generous spivit of true charity, accept of this explanation as sufficient, and
withdraw tKair reclaiming notes. He was old enough fo remember the time
when the imputation of being unready to respond to the claims of a lawful
ereditor, wonld eall forth no such prompt remonstrances. The Editor of the
Sumachar Durpan, the first Beagali paper ever published, was wont, long
, to ecome out, ever and anon, with a violent phillipic or tirade against the
gﬁcuﬂa Babus for their habitual evasions of his demands for their subserip-
tion. Buf even his tirades often failed in shaming them into the performance
of their duty. These, however, were the days of Old Bengal. They had
now to do with ¥ouny Bergal. And whatever might be the taunts of its
ill-wishers, with regard fo any real or supposed vagaries or short-comings, he
was happy fo find that the taunt about reluctancy to pay lawiul debts was no
lo applicable to it.  On this subject there was now a sensitiveness whiclh
would resent the very imputation of any such reluctaney.

This was an indication of a higher moral tone than had formerly prevailed,
which might fairly be attributed to the improved education now so generally
imparted. ~ So far; therefore, from blaming the gentlemen for the keen sensibi-
bility they had manifested on the subject, there was reason rather for con-

tulating them upon it, and for congratulating the Bethtne Society and
its Secretary on their having, though unintentionally, been the instrumental
cause in bringing to light so noble and redeeming a feature of high-toned
moral character.

In consideration, however, of the misapprehensions which had arisen, and
the delays consequent on these misapprehensions, he (the President) suggested
the expediency of extending the time for finally winding u]i the accounts of
really or supposedly defanlting Members, for one month beyond the period
fixed on in the original resolution. :

Babu Nobinkisto Bose then formally moved, and Mr, . H. A. Dall
seconded the motion, that this suggestion of the President be at once
adopted.

e adoption cf it being unanimously carried, the President next adverted
to the progress already made by the different Sections. All the six had
already Eel one Meeting ; and one or two of them, more than one, ' They all
had adopted a definite and practical course of action. In some of them
especially the zeal and energy displayed were such as to hold out the promise
of lsrge and beneficial results. He himself was almost astonigshed at the
promptitude and decision which had already been exhibited. Af that early
stage he felt it would be better not to go into minute detgils. These he

D
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wonld reserve for another fitting occasion.  But qneanwhile, he conld not say
Jess, than that he did not know which to admire most, the experienced sagacity
of the Presidents in suggesbing nEz-nl:;el" topics of enguiry connected with their
several departments, or the ready earnestuess with which the Secrelaries and
many of the Members resolved to take up their suggestions, and prosecute
them to a practical issue, Leb them only persevere #s they had begun and
tho ultimate results would far exceed the anticipations of the most sanguine ;
while they would utt.erlg belie the prognostications of the doubters, who
eould not {;elieve it possible that educa Hindus would forsalke the pleasur-
able regions of airy and profitless speculation, for the less exhilarating, bub
more productive d6mains of the practical, the profitable and the useful. More
he was prevented by prudenti considerations from disclosing at presents
and less he conld not refrain from saying in justice to his very able and
zealous colleagues and co-adjutors in the great work of advancing Nafive
improvements in connection with the Bethune Society.

areafter Professor Cowell was called on to deliver his lecture on “ the
Princivles of Historie evidonce, and the parsmount importance of the study
of authentic History to the educated Natives of India.”’

Theo lecture was listened to, throughout, with earnest and profonnd utten-
tion. But from its clm‘lj connected argumentative nature —the argument,
ab the same time admirably illustrated and supported by appropriate examples
o mere analysis could do anything like justice to'it. 1t was evidently
felt by all present to be eminently suitable, seasonable and suggestive.

At the close it was proposed by Babu Kali Kumar Dass, and seconded
b; ‘Babu Grish Chundra Ghose, and carried by acclamation, that the thanks
of the meeting should be given to the lenrned Lecturer. ;

In discharging this o ice, the Preésident declared that if the Bethune
Society had been the means of producing nothing else this season than the
locturs then delivered, it was worth while existing for that md,  After
furnishing some additional reasons for the study and application of the

vincivles of Historic evidence in this country, he conclu y expressing a
ope that the Jecture would be published, and that, when published, it might
constitute a part of the preseribed course of study for graduates of the
University of Caleutta.
Ramemanora MiTriA,
Seeretary to the Bothune Sociely.

Ar & Monsrury MEpmTING OF THE Beravse SocIETY, HELD AT THE
TrHEATRE OF THE MEDICAL Correae, ox THURSDAY, THE S
Fesnuary, 1860.

The Rev. A. Duff, D.D., LL.D., President, in the Chair.

The proceedings of the last Meeting were read and confirmed.

The Members proposed at the last Mecting were unanimously elected.

The names of i]sghc following candiates for election were then submitted.

Babu Jugudchandra Roy Chowdhry, proposed by the Secretary, and second-
ed by Babu Ramgopanl Ghose.

D. Carnduff, Esq., proposed by the Secretary, and seconded by Professor
Cowell, M. A.

Babu Taraprasad Chatterjea, proposed by the Secretary, and seconded by
Babu Khettra Mohun Chatterjea.

Babu Jodo Nath Ghose, proposed by the Secretary, and seconded by
Babu Rajendra Mittra, -

L



1i

"The foliowing 1|5§\=.1aenta;t.imrls& Thave been reeeived :— |
Comments on the Code of Civil Procedure, by Ramaprasad Roy, from the

thor.
Journal of the Agrienltural and Horticultaral Society of India, Part L,
Vol. XL, from the Agricultural Society.

Vayastha Darpana.——A Digest of the Hindu Law, by Shama Charn Sircar,
Vol. 1., from the author.

Resolved that the best thanks of the Scciety for the above-mentioned
presentations be recordecs

The President then stated, that, as there was very little of routine or
other business before them that evening, and none except what specially
concerned Members, and might, therefore, be postponed to the close of the
proceedings, he would now call on his revered friend, the Venerable Archdea-
con of Ca%cutta. to doliver his intended lecture on “ Sir Tsaac Newton, his
Discoveries and Character.” Though the hall was erowded, qerhaps incon=
veniently crowded, with strangers, as well as Members, eagerly anxious fo
hear the lacture, he was sure it would be listened to at once from respect to
the lecturer and an intelligent; interest in its subject.

Archdencon Pratt then delivered his Lecture; which occupied about an
hour and a half, was listened to with a deep and unbroken attention, and
evidently produced a profound i pression.™

When the lecturer sat down, after a short pause, Dr. Batwell, Principal
of the Medical College and Member of the Society, rose, and in a fow pointed
sentences, proposed that the warmest thanks of the Society should be accord-
ed $o the Venerable Archdeacou for his truly admivable lecture.

This proposition was seconded Babu Grish Chandra Ghose, who also
spoke in terms of highest '3“1%2’ the lecture. :

The President then rose an
fell from the mover and eeconder of the motion, and the deep impression so
manifestly l:mduced on the audience, he was sure he did not need to put it
in the form to the vote.

This announcement was received with an instantaneous burst of hearty
acclamation, which must have conveyed to the lecturer more emphaticall
than words, the sense which the Meeting entertained of his valuable

seryices. :

The President then stated that, after the cordial appreciation of the
lecture, g0 unanimously manifested, his words need not be many. Seldom, if!
ever, had a mixed audience in Caloutta been privileged to listen to such a
Jootiure on such a subject. As the lecturer moved along, over some of the
profonndest intricacies of science, it must have been patent to all, in any way
conversant with the subject, that he moved with the confidence and consum-
mate skill of a master—with something like the ease and assurance of an
imperial conqueror over a domain whichﬁiue had made entirvely his own.

t must have been clear to all that he handled one of the most difficult of
subiccts after the style and fashion of a Herenles, with the utmost facility,
wie;lding the tremendous clab which ordinary men could searcely move. Long
might he be spared to prepare and deliver such lectures. And often might
the Bethune Society be privileged to listen to them.

The Prosident then briefly adverted to the vigor and energy with which
the President, Secretaries and leading Members of the different sections were
Bfosecuting their important enquiries, To these in due time it would be his

uty and privilege to refer more specifieally, though he cherished a sanguine

an

@ The Tiecture iteclf being published in exfenso in Part II. of this volume,
an analysis of it is omitted heve,
' D2

"

yemarked, that after the statements which |
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1,ope that the actual resnlts of their labours would prove the best testimony
to their industry and the noblest monument of their success.

He next adverted to some facts i the past history of education in this
Jand, which tended to illustrate the real progress which had been already
made and which fairly held out an auspicious promise of still greater and
more rapid progress in the time to come, - He also referred, for eneoumﬁe-
ment, to the slow and laborious pr s of improved science and art in other
lands, us compared with their ultimate accelerated s and glorious
trinmphs ; clearly indicating that somewhat similay might be expected to be
the sequences of events in India, In this part of Indis, after a long series of
painfllﬂ struggles, of progressions and retrogressions, the ﬁmaliminary difficul-
ties had been fairly conguered, and the foundations securely laid.  It. therefore,
remained for them, with steadfast and resolute purpose, to reara superstructure
worthy of the great name of India in past ages, and of the still greater name
which, through the favour of a gracious Providence, miﬁht yet be in store for
it.  He (the %’maidenﬁ) then concluded with a warm exhortation to continued
diligence and perseverance,—an exhortation which was as warmly responded
1o by all present.

After the disposal of some purely business matters, the Meeting closed
with quickened feelings of unusual satisfaction and delight.

RAMcHANDRA MITTRA,
Seey., Bethune Society.

12

Ar 4 Moxtaty Mermine or mit BeETouNe SociETY, HELD AT THE
TrEATRE oF THE Mepican Corurer, oN THURSDAY, PHE 15TH
Marcr, 1860.

The Rev. A. Duff, D.D. LL.D., President, in the Chair, i
The proceedings of the last meeting were read and confirmed. e
After the minutes were read and approved of, the President rose o ex-
press his deep sorrow and regret af tEo cause of the absence of their Hao-
norary Secrefary, Babu Ram Chandra Mitira. For some time past he had
been suffering from various ailments which had been superinduced by hard
and unceasing labour. At length, he was constrained to ask for and obtain
six months’ Jeave of absence from his professional office in the Presidency
College. He (the President) could not allow the occasion to pass without
. expressing, however foebly and inadequately, his own sense of the Babu's
reat, merits and important sefvices to that Society, as its Honorary Secretary
i’erﬁcms igmorant of its duties might reckon the office of Secretary a mere
sinecure. He had now from his position as President, good reason to know
the contrary. It was an office which made haavf demands on the time,
attention and patience of the Secretary; and invo ved duties the right dis-
charge of which, required special tact and aptitude, His friend, Babu
Ramchandra, whom he had known for nearly thirby years, was sessed of
the needful qualifications in a high degree. Iﬁst&ngnished Y superior
talent and sclz(%arship, he endeared himself to all by his bland and amiable
munters, . Gentle and unaffected in his address, he wus yet remarkable for
his keen discernment of character, and unfailing stock of masculine good
sense and good feeling. When differences of opinion arose, and explanations
had to be given, he was the man fitted for the task. He proved himself pre-
eminently a peacemaker. To the promotion of the best interests of the
Society he was devoted in no ordinary degree. When others had forsaken,
or had threatened to forsake it, he clung to it with more resolute tenacity.
In expressing, therefore, their sympathy with him in his affliction, he (the
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President) proposed that they should vecord their strong sense of the valuable,
untiring, and indefatigable services he had rendered to the Society,

The proposal was carried by acclamation.

The President then announced that pending the absence of Babu Ram
Chandra, & friend and relative of his, and a long tried and faithful member
of the Society, Babu Koylas Chandra Bose had agreed to act as Secretary.
The announcement was received with approbation.

The Members proposed at the last meeting were unanimously elected. |

The names of the following candidates for eleetion were then submitted,

Babu  Brojonath Mullick and Pershad Das Mullick, of Burrabazar,
grg)pose@ by Moulavi Abdul Luttif and seconded by Babu Khettra Molan

i {12 M

8. D. Seymour Esquire, of the Hurkaru office, proposed by the Acting
Secretary and seconded by Babu Hurromohun Chatterjea.

Babu Stinath (those,  Assistant to the Commissioner of the Nuddea °

Division, proposed by the Acting Secretary and seconded by Babu Kali
Kumar Das,

" Babu Humish Chandra Mukerjea, of Bhowanipore, and Khettra Per-
sad Mukerjea, of Ooterparah, proposed by Babu Grish Chandra Ghose
and seconded by the Acting Secretary.

The President then expressed the satisfaction which he felt at seeing 0
many of the old snd tried members and friends of the Society rallying
round it. It was a sign that the Society was striking its roots deep into
the soil of the educated native mind, and would in time bear noble fruit.
He was also delighted to find that, since  the Society had commenced so
vigorously to work by sections, a new interest was felt in its proceedings
by all-—-whether European or Native—who had the true interest of India and
its people really at heart. In proof of this, he alluded to the presence of
some distinguished visitors that evening, such as Sir Bartle Frere, who had
done g0 much for Seind, and had left behind him a name endeared to the
whole native community ; Colonel Baird Smith; Rajah Kali Krishna, and
others. And in eonnection with this subject, he expressed deep regret that
Sir James Outram,~—who had, through his long career, been not less

distinguished for his frank and concilintory bearing towards natives than for *

his skilful generalship and heroie bravery as the leader of armies, was
¥mventet1 from being present by gudden iudis%ation; as were also Sir
Robert Nopier, and the Right Honourable Mr. Wilkon, by the pressure of
other enEagemﬂnta. But without any further prelisinery remarks, e would
call on his respected friend, Mr. Wylie, to favour them with his intended
Tecture on ** Hannal More and Female Education.”

Mr. Wylie, at the outset of his lecture, e lained that it was not his
purpose to discuss the general subject of Female Education, or to pro sound
any new scheme for carrying it out. What was really wanted swas o willing-
noss and an earnestness in the cause of female enlightenment; for whenever
men came to be not only willing but decidediy in earnest about the attainment
of any object, they would soon fall on roli»:' ways and methods of securing
it. DBut if men were unwilling or only 1f-hearted in any cause, no mere

scheme of machinery for carrying it out, however judicious or wise, would be '

found of any practical avail. His grand object, therefore, was from sueh an
Tlustrions and successful example as that of Hannah More, to extract a fresh
stimulus for the prosecution of female improvement in this land.

The Lecturer, after briefly adverting to the influence exerted on British

gociety b{ fomales of cultivated minds, in conspicuous positions, such as
Eliz

Queen abeth, the wife of Coolonel Hutehinson, L:ul'y Russel, and othevs ;
and after pointing ont how the outburst of liiht and intelligence conneeted
with the gfm‘mution of the 16th century in Burope, led to the advoescy and

L
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establishment of the rights and privileges of women, came to the more
immediate subject of his lecture, * Hannah More.” He then sketched her
early biography, and shewed that, born in humble cirenmstances, she had no
claiin to recommend her but her own great merit. Having hired a cottage,
she began to write books, which soon arrested universal attention, and earned

L

for her the highest reputation as an suthor. Having relinquished the follies '

and frivolities of the world and having become deci edly religious, her grand
object was to expose the vices, the evil habits and injurious usages which
revailed all around, and corroded as a canker at the very heart of society.
avine thus assumed the attitude of a moral censor and reformer of manners,
she had to bear the penalty of all who are in advance of their age in the
career of improvement. Accordingly, she was beset with the carpings of envy
and low-minded jealousy, with. the coldness of neglect or the frown of con-
terpt, with the ribal _Lests of vulgar levity, or the cruel inventions of
malignant scorn, Nevertheless, she neither halted nor hesitated in the course
she had marked out for hersell. Having the testimony of her own conscience
and & sense of the approbation of her Giod, she resolutely persevered in the
path of well doing. Towards her, the minds of the truly great and
were drawn by ties of common sympathy. Wilberforce and other philan-
thropists became her intimate friends, and throngh them she foun ready
access to the highest and noblest society in the land, the wives and daughters
of peers of the realm were glad to reclkon her in the number of the associates.
Nor did she restrict herself to well-doing through the channel of authorship.
The neighbourhood in which she dwelt abounded with the ignorant and the
vicious, OF its sad conditions the Lecturer, with the fearlessness of truthful
fidelity, gave an appalling pictuve.  Encouraged by the munificence of Wil-
berforce, Hannah Move established and superintended a cirele of schools for
the {)(mr and the destitute, which were wronght with an energy that resnlted
in glorions fruits. As a practical philanthropist she was worthy of being:
held up to the admiration and imitation of posterity. Nor had her example
been lost, as the Lesturer amply proved by reference to the subsequent lahours
of Mrs. Fry, Mrs. Stow; Miss ghght.ingale, Miss Marsh and many others.
The Lecturer then endeavoured to apply the whele subject by way of
stimulig and encouragement to the educated natives of Indin, with reference
to the education of their females, and the influential position for good which
their females, when properly educated, ought fo possess. It shewed that
rigid seclusion was incompatible with sound education, or with a just e nality
of natural rights and privileges. He shewed how one sex conld mt%e freo
in the highest and noblest sense while the other was actually immured and
virtnally enslaved, Admitting as he did, that in the former wstory of Indis,
_there were remarkable examples of temale defermination and femalg courage ;
admitting also with real joy, that the native female mind, whenever fairly
tested, evinced an undoubted capacity and aptitude for mental, moral, and
social improvements ; he fervently appealed to the intelligent and educated
native gentlemen to arise and resolve, as ftrue reformers, to do justice to the
women of India—to release them from the servitnde which seclusion, igno-
pance and superstition must ever entail, and thus vindicate their own title to
the respect of the wise and the good throughout the whole civilized world.
The concluding appeal of the learned Lecturer drew forth an enthusiastic
burst of applause. X
Babu Ramapersad Roy then rose and said, that, while, in some of his
minor positions he might be allowed somewhat to differ in judgment from
. the Lecturer, he could not but regard the lecture, as a whole, as an admirable
and instretive one, for which they were greatly indebted.  He had, therefore,
much pleasure in proposing that t{m thanks of the Society be given to him
from the Chair. !
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The mation was seconded by Babu Hurromohun Chatterjen,

The motion being carried at once by acclamation, the President stated that
nothing remained for him uxce{;t to éxpress his delight af the hearty response
which had been accorded to the stirring and eloquent lecture to which they
had listened. The reservation of his excellent friend, the mover of the Reso-
Lution, with regard to certain points was, in his position, very natural, and
tended in no way to militate against his consistency in moving a vote of
thanks, or to detract from the intrinsic merits, whether apecial ox general, of
the Lecture. 'When any gentleman, occapying an important office and wholly
unesnneeted with their Society, bestowed a portion of Lis valuable time and
high talent in preparing a Lecture of superior excellence on a subject of prac-
tical utility, the: very least thing they would do, would be to. manifest their
gratitude for the favour conferred ; yea, even if there were greater differences of
Judgment with respect to any igular features of a lecture than any that
now prevailed, he still felt that it would be their duty thankfully to recognize
the kindness of the Lecturer in his earnest endeavour to benefit them, and he
trusted the day would never come when, to save themselves from the splenetic
effusions of the eynic or the scorner, they would abandon the timﬁ—l!l,mmmd
custom of rendermg thanks to whom thanks might be due. Having now,
therefore, done what he believed to be a simple duty in expressing their cor-
dial thanks for the seasonable, able, and very suggestive Lecture with which
they had been favoured, he would call on any of’ the members, who felt so
disposed, to express their own views on the subject-matter of the Lecture,
viz. Pemale Education—a subject which so intensely concerned the vital wel-
fave of the native community. ' And here he begged to remark that while
members alone could claim a rfi;ht. to speak, he was sure he expressed the
mind of all present when he said that they would be happy if any of their
honored visitors favoured them with any remarks. Amongst these he obseryed
one who, in his earlier days, was noted for his literary labours and habits of
active usefulness—the Rajah Kali Krishna, He was sure that if the Rajah
favoured them with any expression of his sentiments, whether in English or

Bengali—he would be listened. to with the respect due alike to his high rank

and high character,

On this, the Rajah rose and delivered a short address in Bengali, of which
the following is the substance, rendered into English.

“ Mr. President and Gentlemen. y

“ The lectwre on * Hindu Female Education’ just delivered by Mr. Wylie,
is very interesting and remarkable. Before uttering a few sentences on the
above subject, through the medium of my own lan I cannot refrain from
conveying to him my best eongratulations. Should there be any impropriety
in my thus speaking, I hope to be excused.

“The all-mereiful Providence has made the human race superior to all
other creatures by adorning them with the inestimable gems of reason and
memory. That the women ave in this respect pe(m.lisrg blessed, is elucidated
in our Shastras and fully expressed in the following Sloka ;

% ¢ Ughmda bétti ynt Shastrum, yutta bétti Vyihaspati:

¢ gwabhAbadeva yut Shastrum, stri budhone sumpratish thé tum.’”

Interpretation.

« ¢ Mhe Shastras that are known fo Shukracharjes and those to Vrthusputti
naturally exist in the genius of women,’ "

“ Moreover in days of yore, Damyanti and others of her sex highly dis-
tinguished themselves in the different branches of the Shastras. But unfor-
tunately as the excellent system of educating females has now heen almost
done away with, none of them can consequently acquire similar litevary fame,
That they, if properly educated, will never be inferior fo the other sex, is not
contrary to reasonable probability.  The sun of their prosperity, having now

L
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arisen and darted forth his vadiant beams in the shape of a ¢ Female School’

established by the Hon'ble Mr. Bethune, is day by day diapelﬁnﬁe obseurity

of their ignorance. Thongh that noble-minded genfleran now paid
nabure’s debt, yet this brilliant monument of his philanthropy and love of
learning, keeps him ever fresh in the minds of all ; for great men arve said to
be immortal. 'That Institution being now fostered by the munificence of the
Bupreme Government, the natives have from it already derived considerable
benefit.  Being appointed ds one of its Managers, I am aware that the girls
there receive proper instruetion.

* I am happy to state that another Female School has lately been establish-
ed by the Rev. Dr, Duff. Haying been present in its annual examination
and  distribution of prizes, I felt myself exceedingly delighted with the pro-
ficiency of the girls in their studies, Instead of detaining you any longer,
gentlemen, I briefly conclude by saying, that should the rich and influential
among the natives exert themselves in such noble undertakings. they will
command the esteern and regard of all.”

The applause called forth by the Rajah’s remarks having subsided, the Rev.
My Dall arose and asked one or two questions relative to the alleged unwill-
ingness of native families of wealth and rank to receive Christian ladies into
their Zenanas with a view to the mstruction of their inmates &e, &o.

This again called up Babn Ramapersad Roy. who emphatically denied
the truth of any such ailegations and referred to the case of the Vice-President
of the Bethune Society, the Rujah Pertaub Singli, then present, as well as
others in proof of its baselessness in point of' fact, He admitted that
things were still very far behind ; but that compared with thirty, or even
tan years ago, very great progress of a general kind had been made in the
way of sottening hostile prejudices, and insuring a certain amount of private
education for the females of the higher classes. ere was more or less of
instruetion of some kind now given in hundreds of such families. The desire
for female education was mani{{’:sﬂy on the increase.  And were it not for the
arrest laid on the process by the virtual withdrawment of Government support,
two or three years ago, he believed that female schools might, by this time,
have been established in almost every District of Bengal.  Ho next supplied
some interesting statistics relative to the progress of Female Eduoation in the
North West Provinees, previous to the mutinies. !

Babu Grish Chandra Ghose next addressed the meeting at some length
in an animated speech, in which he depicted in a lively way, the difficalties
still to be encommtered in the education of the young i'f.~ma}les from the igmorant
prejudices and antagonism of mothers, grand-mothers, annts and other
relatives. Healso asked, whether any of the native Managers of the Bethune

» Female School senf their own daughters to it? Ifnot, as he bad veason to
sup was the case, he asked again, how would they expect the Institution
really to pmaﬁzr and effect all the good it way fitted and designed to produce,
if its very Managers, throngh want of moral courage or any other cause,
declined to avail themselves of the benefits which it offered ? In order to
encourage the natives generally and inspive confidence in the Institution,
anrelym first duty of the native Managers ‘was to set the example, which
they expected to be copied. hy sending their own hters and young female
relatives to be instrocted and h-aitwg there. No valid excuse could be made
for holding buck from setting an example so much needed. They had it all
in their own hands.  Over the admission of papils, the books and subjects fo
be studied, the system of instruction and discipline, they had absolute control.
He concluded, therefore, by expressing a hope that the Rajahs and other
native Managers of the Bethune Female School would be able to stimulate
their neghbours to avail themselves of  the advantages which the School so
clenrly offered, by pointing to their own example.

Rl
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Babn Kali Kumar Doss then followed with an energetic addvess, in which
he combated some of the popular objections againt Female Education, and
furnished some illustrations of the desire which, of late, had been springing
up for it, in different parts of the Mofussil,

No other member appearing disposed to prolong the discussion, Sir Bartle
Frere arose, amid hearty clieers, to express t]ll)e great pleasure he had derived
from the proceedings of the evening. They were fitted to inspire him with
new ho%es for the vegenervation of India, He thought that his friend on the
right (Babu Ramapersad Roy) was somewhat severe on the Government,
Its great duty was to administer justice between man and man, to protect
the property and maintain the rights and privileges of all classes of its sub-
Jects; and to puf all, as far as possible, in the way of helping themselves, and
advancing by mdependent efforts, their own welfare.

Having 'so y assisted in the education of the males, Government
naturally looked to these for the education of their own females, as that was
a subject which infimately affected many of the moere peculiar habits and
usages connected with thewr domestic economy. 8till he had no doubt, that,
according to the means at its disposal, the Government would be ever willing
to assist in any safo and prodent way, the eanse of native improvement in
any of its deﬁ;rtmunta. Bir Bartle then furnished some details of a singularly
Interesting description relative to the progress of Female education in the
Presidency of Bombay; and sat down amid the renewed cheers of the
audience,

The President then rose and said that as the public business of the evening,
so far as the im t subject-matter of the lecture was concerned, had now
come to a close, the visitors and strangers might desive to withdraw. He
hoped, however, that the members of the Society wonld remain behind for a
little as he had a proposition to submit to them. ~But he could not allow the
general meeting to be dissolved without endeavouring very shortly to reiterate
and enforce some of the leading sentiments and statements which had been
advanced in the course of the evening. This he did in a rapid and summary
way.  He partitularly urged the native gentlemen not to allow the present

year to terminate without seeing the une School replenished, to over- '

flowing, It now mustered only sev on its rolls; whereas, according to
the testimony of one of the native speakers that night; Calcutta alone ought
at once to furnish seven fhousand. = If g0, one Bethung School or even a score
of Bethune Schools, would not suffice. ‘'What then f Had the natives no means
of evecting others? Nomeans ? Yes, they had means in abundance. Why there
were there, that evening, several native gentlemen, any one of whom might
erect an edifice equal to that of the Bethune School, and not be the poorer for
it! Aud looking at Calcutta ab large, there were native gentlemen who had
Incs of Rupees in such redundancy, that it wounld do them a vast deal of good to
get rid of some reasonable portion of their superfluous treasures, especially in
the promotion of so noble a canse ag that of Female Education. But why stop
at Caleutta? Why not spread outwards ; and, by precept, example, and libe-
rality, ronse and stimulate their slunbering countrymen, until the whole land
was covered with monuments of their enlightened beneficence. Some had, in
the course of discussion, referred to the little influence of woman in this
country, and others to her preponderant influence; a little explanation might
shew that both were right. At present ler influence might be little for real
good, of the highest kind ; but powertul, if not ul)rePnnderant, in the perpetu-
ation of manifold hereditary evils. How could it be otherwise? It was
constantly forgotten that, in the formation of character, more was done duri

the first six yeurs of one's life, than during any sixty years afterwards. Ang
who was the prineipal, if not exclusive former of character at that carly age?
Who buf the mother? Yes, in all ages, countries and climes, mothers have
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been, ave, and will be, the earliest and most influential teachers of the young.
They might not be able to give them formal technical lessons in any branches
of sbudy ; but they did what is practically of vastly greater importance. They
imbumiy them with their own feelings, their own passions, their own prejudices,
their own sympathies and ant'lfputhlea, their own likings and dislikings, their
own impressions of religion, of life, of society, of man ;—and all this, with
a power which no subsequent personal ehanges or vicissitudes could wholly
sheke, and no subsequent education or divers experience, however much 16
might modify, could ever wholly obliterate or wholly efface.

Igampa.ring the strange mysterious influence of the mother’s example and
teaching on the susceptible mind of youth to that of the silent dews of heaven
falling on the soft soil in spring, imparting nourishment to each tender blade
and freshness to each opening Hower; he showed how the mother almost
uneonsciously trained the instinets of the child, implanted its beliefs, and
breathed into it the spivib which, swrviving youth and middle age, often
animated the man when his head was silvered with hoary locks. He then
concluded by asking if the mother was thus the earliest and most powerful
teacher, whether it was not a question—a practical question of unspeakable
importance, what kind of teacher is the mother P What are her qualifications
for her momentous task P He imploved all educated natives solemanly to
ponder. such questions as these, and consider what answer conscience and
experience wounld be able to give. Not surely till the mothers of India, who
were the first teachers of Ingix’s song and India's daughters, were pronounced
more competent for the task than they had been in ages past, could TIndia
become truly great, glorious and free. Aund how could they become com-
R:tent, if they had not the powers and faculties of their own minds rightly

veloped, the feeling$ and affections of their hearts parified, and the impulses
and dictates of couscience properly regulated by an enlightened edueation ¥
When the day came that witnessed such a consnmmation, then would India,
with its prolific soil and its 2ous scenery, become truly a delightsoine land,
and ite homes the abodes of intelligence, joy, and gladness,

Strangers and visitors having then withdrawn, the President submitted to
the members who had been requested to remain behind, whether, like all
similar societies in Europe and America, they ought not to have a class of
* Honorary Members.” L‘ter fully explaining how in all countries there
ntight be mdividuals, high in social position, or distinguished for mental
attainments, or the liberal patrons of literature and science, who, from ir-
cumstances, could not be expected fo become ordinary working Members of
a Society, but yet who might become associated with it, promote its distine-
tive objects, und dignify its chavacter and proceedings as Honorary members,
the ition was unanimously agreed to. ;

TE::OI;sresident then intimated that any honor, in order to be an honor,
must not become too common, but must be conferred on rare oceasions and
with due discrimination. With such views on the subject, he would submit
the names of only four—two European, and two native,—thus erving a
fair equality. The European gentlemen were two of those whom he had
oecasion to name that night already, as having conferred inealculable benefits
on the native population of India, and as having manifested the deepest
interest in that Society. Besides other acts of kindliness and good will, hoth
had spontaneously sent to him donations of Rs. 100 each, towards assisting
in bringing out their intended volume of transactions. He referred to Sir .
James Outram and Sir Bartle Frere,  Of the natives whom he would propose
as worthy of the honor, one had been present and had addressed them that
evening—the Rajah Kali Kishen—distingnished, as already remarked, in
years gone by, for his literary and actively useful labours ia connexion with
‘native improvement. The other was one, who, besides being universally
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ﬁspwted for hig integrity and consistency of character, distingnished himself
as. the author of a and valuable' eneyclopedic work in the Bengali

language—the Rajah hakant Deb: on these grounds, therefore,” he
would propose Sir James Outram, Sir Bartle Frere, the Rajah Kali Kighen, and
the Rujah Radhakant Deb, as Honorary Members of the 'bet.hnnc Soclety.
The proposition being cordially and unanimonsly agreed to, the meeting
closed, a little past 10 o’clock.
Koxnas Cranpra Bosg,
Aeting Secy., Bethune Society.

Ar A MoyraLy Mrerive oF THE Brraount Socixny, HELD AT THE
Tunarere oF tar Mepicar Correen, oy Tuumspay, THE 121H
Arriz, 1860.

. The Reverend A, Duff, D.D., LL. D., President, in the Chair.

The proceedings of the last meeting were read and confirmed.

Proposed’ by Sir Bartle Frere, and seconded by the Reverend Mr. Long,
that Richard ‘amﬁ};ﬂanuim, be a member of the Society.

After some preliminary remarks, in which he sta.tetly that owing to the
native holidays, the inclemency of the weather, and other canses, many
leading members, such as Rajah Kali Krishna and others, from whom
letters of apology were received, had been prevented from being present,
the President called on Mr. Dall to deliver his lecture * On Ll?: Rise
and Progress of the. Arts; with special reference to Oriental as well as
Western Architecture.” .

The lecturer commenced by expounding the nature of Art in general. Ast
was making knowledge yisible, and tangible and useful, us well as sublime
and b(muh%u]. Knowledge in itself was abstract and unseen ; make it veal,
and it wag Art.  Art, then, was not wisdom'’s meditation, hut wisdom's fruit.

These, and other similar propositions, the lecturer happily illustrated by vari-

ous appropriate examples,

He next passed on to speak of Fine Art, the first proper head of the
Jecture, with the simple remark, that the very highest and noblest of Artis
guch as Artists in Government, in the organizations of kingdoms and raplllblms,
Artists in statesmanship, in popular education, in beneficence and human
development, were not usually accounted Artists at all. Astowhat was techni-
cally called Fine Art, poets, painters, sculptors, composers of music and
architects had the designation almost exclusively accorded to them. Axfs
like these were undoubtedly fine, as calling into_action the finer faculfies of
man. These Arts also tmi up the common needs of common life, and divided
them from low association ; and whatever materiuls they seized on, weve, by
their plastic power, purified, elevated, glorified.  "This proposition was variously
and graphically exemplified. ¢ : Sl )

The lecturer then advanced to the more distinctive object of his dissertation,
which was Avekitecture. He was glad it was Architecture, fine constructive
Art ; vather than Painfing, fine Art in color; or Senlpture, fine Art in form ;
or Music, fine Art in sound; or Poetry, fine Art in language. Architeo-
ture he defined as the sensation of beanty methodised into building ; or an
arrangement of building materials which we felt 1o be beautiful and know to
beuseful.. For reasons, which he briefly unfolded, he supposed that few would
dispute the position that of all Fine Arts, Architecture was the Queen. He
then pointed to the very clear and satisfactory way in which a nation's
architecture shewed its character, as barbaric or eivilized, being a fiype of its
refinement and true nnbizlity, or of ite opposite rudeness, Here he indicated
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that theve was one single and absolnte eriterion by which all architecture,
whether Oriental or Western, must be judged ; namely, what did it do for
man?  What was its estimate of man? How did it operate with reference
to the exaltstion or depression of our common humanity ¥ Nothing on earth
was feally great, or good, or glorious, except it ministered to human progress,
development, perfoction.

Accordingly in his view of i, Architecture was only good, so far as it
did good, or proved a blessing to the people at large. Judged by such a fest,
much that was splendid and magnificent in India, Egypt and other lands,
could only be condgmned. The greatest work on earth was that of infinenc-
. ing human charac ight, and all architecture (to noble specimens of which
the lecturer referred) which rested upon the lie, that pretty stories are worth
more than human minds, was bad, was false in principle; and however if

ight dazzle the eye or set off the landscape, was mde and uncivilized.

lie lecturer then stated how he felt pressed ont of measure to know what
to do with the colossal proportions of his subject ; nothing less than a stout
quarto could eontain a disquisition, such as one would like to have, npon the
rise and progress of Oriental Architecture? 8o, his only escape was in
fleeing from the wide circumference of the vast orbit, toward its little centre ;
that 1s, towards a few general and comprehensive facts, to be stated, nof
argued, not followed out in detail. Such facts, illustrative of the origin and
progress of Architecture in many lands, were then introduced in lively and
rapid survey, with the texture of which the speaker intermingled many of
his own personal experiences, which threw something like a dramatic interest
over the whole. TIn passing, various practical hints and refiecfions were also
thrown out of a decidedly useful character, In famediate connection with his
subject, the lecturer was very naturally led to refer to the establishment
of the School of Industrial Art in this city, with which he had been connected.
for the last four years and a half. In pointing out what appeared to him to
be the causes of its comparative failare, he sugeested whether there might
not be opened a school of humbler arts, arts n‘;ﬁm honorable, thongh more
strictly industrial than those they had hitherto tried to teach. After specify-
ing in _detail some of these humbler arts of easier acquirement and prompter
pay, which might he started with little or no capital, the leamecf lecturer
concluded with a good humored apology for descending towards the close,
from the fine to &e usefil, which was ever the English or American way,
always bent on asserting and vindicating the dignity of labor, and ot marrying
hand to brain.

It was then pro by Babn Koylas Chandra Bose and seconded by
Babu Kali Kumar Das that thunks from the chair should be given to Mr.
Dall for his interesting and instructive lecture.

The President, in warmly returning thanks, said that whatever difference
of opinion might exist as to some particalar points or illustrations, there could
be none as to the generally instructive, suggestive, and appropriate character
of the lecture. The Society were, therefore, much obliged to the lecturer for
the great cEains and frouble he had taken in collecting, condensing and metho-
dising such a mass of valuable materials ; some of the views and statements
adduced he thought very admirable; and these he (the President) confinmed
by additional considerations, He also referred to the famous cave-temples of
India, which the lecturer, doubtless, in the exuberance of his materials had
been eonstrained to pass over. And in connection with these, he mentioned
some curious facts tE_at had come under his own personal observation; facts
which fended to prove that the Buddhistical were older than the Brahmani-
cal,—and that while the former conld not bave been excavated and modelled
many cénturies before the Christian era, the latter could only have been formed
a foyw ecenturies subsequent to the commencement of that era, on the downfall
of Buddhism and the all but extermination of the Buddhists in India.
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. Babu Kali Kumar Das then rose, and while expressing concurrence in the
eulogy pronounced on the leeture as a whole, took exeeption to some of the
remarks bearing on the civilization and people of India. .

This led to a friendly discussion, in which Six Bartle Frere, Mr. Long, the
Tecturer, and others took apart. In the course of his remarks, Sir Bartle
T'rere threw out some very valuable practical suggestions for the guidance of
all in judging of the relative merits, or utilit “and permanence of different
styles of Architecture in any land, and concluded b strongly expressing the
satisfuction he had derived from the proceedings of the evening.

The President, in his closing address, reviewed the operations of the session .
shout to end, a session, which one of the previous s akers had amphat.icall )
pronounced a_glorious one. He furnished some interesting details, whic{;
indicated the line of action adopted and the progress already made by all the
sections ; and expressed a conﬁﬁent expectation of satisfactory results being,
in due time, attained. While expressing grateful thanks to (lovernment for
the use of the Hall in which they were assembled, he pointed out its unadap-
tadness for such meetings as that of the Bethune Society ; and i‘ewent]ly
appealed to the wealthy natives to come forward and supply the means for
erecting a suitable Hall in sore conyenient locality in tﬁe native Town, .
which might be available for the delivery of public leotures, as well as
the convening of all public meetings, whatsoever, connected with the pro=
motion of leitimate native interests. In conclusion, he suggested that, as
their next publiec meeting would not be held till the month of November, and
as many important matters might possibly arise during the interval, especially
in connection with the working of the sections, it would be expedient to con-
etitute the President, the Secretary and Treasurer of the Society, together
with the Presidents and Secretaries of the sections, into a Provisional Council
to watoh over the varied interests of the Society, leaving it to the General
Meeting in November to erect the Provisional Counecil into a permanent one,
or make such other arrangements as might be deemed proper.

This proposition being considered by all present a very good one, it was
carried by acclamation, and the Meeting dissolved, about 11 o'clock.

' Kovuas Caaxpra Bosg,
Acting Secy., Bethune Society.

THE SESSION OF 1860-61."

Ty Fiesr MoxTRLY MEETING OF THE PRESENT SESSION WAS HELD
At 7aE THEATEE oF THE MEprear COLLEGE ON THE STH
NovEMBER, 1860.

The Rev. A. Duff, D.D., LL.D,, President, in the Chair.

The proceedings of the last meeting in April were read and confirmed.

The candidates proposed at the last meeting: were unanimously elected.

The following names of eandidates for election were then submitted :—

H. Bell, Esquire, of the Bengal Civil Service, proposed by H. Scott Smith,
Bsquire, and seconded by the Rev. Mr. Long.

Qahibzadah Ahmud Ally Khan, a member of the Mysoro family, and
Deputy Magistrate and Deputy Collector of Pubna, propesed by Maulavi
Abdul Luttif, and seconded by Babu Hurromohun Chatterjea.

Babu Trannath Chatterjea, proposed by Babu Kistodas Pal, and seconded
by Babu Harrasunker Das.

The following presentations have been received :—

Journal of the Agricultural and Horticultural Society of India, Part IL,,
Vol. XL, from the Agricultural Saciety. :

.
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Selections from the Records of the Bengal Government relating to Indigo

disgutes, Parts L and IL, from the Government of Bengal.
aloyo Bebaho Natuk; or, an attempt to expose the evils of carly marriage

in Bengal, by Sreeputty Mukerjee: from the Author.

General Report of Publie Instruction in the Lower Provinces of the Bengal
Presidency : for 1858-59, from the Director of Public Instruction.
- Resolved, that the thanks of the Society be recorded for the abovemen-
tioned presentations,

The Acting Seeretary read a letter from the Rajah Kali Krishna Baha-
dur, apologizing for his absence on account of ill-health, _

The President then rose and congratulated the Society on the unabated
intercst which its proceedings continued to excite, as was indicated by the
numerous and respectable body of visitors, alike European, Bast Indian, and
Native, present that evening. He hoped that by their deeds, and not their
mere words, they would prove themselves wuﬁ;;y of increasing confidence,
Referring briefly to the origin, progress, and leading objeets of the Society,
he adverted to the doings of the Provisional Counifl during the long vaca-
tion. Among other objects which had engaged their attention, he specified
the state of the funds, and explained some of the steps taken to pub them on
a satisfactory footing. Other measures which had q.veen duly discussed and |
qumved of by the ﬁrm—isional Council, would, in due time, be submitted to
the Society.

He next unfolded at some length the nature of the arrangements for the
incoming session, and presented the following programme of operations :—

1. Scheme of Lectures.

On Nthe se:}:)ond Thursday of { i 'J%']ho Liaws a}f“ England,” by Mr. Goodeve,
ovember, ... v aikhe Barrister at Law.

“Incidents, and impressions of Travel in

2. Do. Do. of December, gfrthﬁr{l’}} (l.:entr{_al, & Western India,” Ty
oy, Lal Behari De. \

“Sketches of the History of the Jews, since th

3. Do. Do. of January,.., §  destruction of Jerusalem,” by Mr. Ayerst,
" TJ.Iector of Stl. P{aul's. B

“The Physical History and Philosophy of Trri-
4. Do. Do. of February, { gation,” by Colonel _ﬂajrd Smith * 7 |
5. Do, . of Maroh, .50 {Le;};ud:l }ng :1]:9 Right Reverend the Lord Bishop
; A “ Vernacular Edueation in Bengal,” Babu
8. DO DO. OFAI))'I],...... Ra.jandra LalMitt,ra..‘I‘ gﬂl by

As all the public meetings of the Society for general purposes were held on
the second Thursday of each month, the President exPEa.i:an that the public
meetings for the specific business of the several sections would Le held on
the fourth Thursday of each successive month. He stated that this year a
real commencement would be made in this operative department of the
Society, which, he hoped, would be the prelude of vastly greater performances
in years to come. The order of bringing up the reports of the different
sections by their respective Presidents would be as follows 1— :

I1. Seheme of Reports.
The fourth Thursday of { Mr. Woodrow's report on the subject of
November, ............... * Education.”

* From circumsiances which afterwards arose, Colonel Smith wag unable to
deliver this Lecture.
t The same remark is applicable to this Lecture,
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Do Dot December,...... Mll';m(‘,ﬂ;m;}l's report on Literature and Phi«
Do. Do. of January, ...... {Ih.t.nen tf)::llzt’s Report—on  “ Sanitary Tmprove-
Do. Do. February,....:....... Mr. Scott Smith's Report on * Science and Art.”
Do. Do. of Maxch,........... Mr. Long’s Report on * Sociology.”
B g {Bulm Ramapersad Roy’s Report on J% Female
£ R e e Fiducation.”

The President would not anticipate the contents of these reports by any
disclosures now. The Presidents and Secretaries of the sections had not

been idle; and if many promises had hitherto been unvealized, enongh had -

heen achieved to indicate what might be expected in future. In referring to
Dr. Monat's report, he very foclingly alluded to the necessity under which the
Doctor had suddenly been laid of refuwrning for a season to his native land, on
account of impu.irag health. 8o staunch a friend, so frue a benefactor, they
could Il spare. To Dr. Moual's suggestion the Society was indebted for ifs
first formation. For some years he rendered distinguished service by acting
a3 its President; and he had ever continued to wateh over its expanding
development with the liveliest interest. The afflictive dispensation with which
it had pleased an all-wise Providence now fo visit him, could not fail to call
forth the sympathies of all present. And with keen regrets for his tempo-
rary absence, all would join in earnest longing for his return in renovated
health and energy.

Tt was then moved by Babu Nobinkisto Bose, and seconded by Babu  Kali
Kumar Das, that the Secretary be requested to eonvey to Dr. Mouat an
expression of the sympathy and vegrets of the Society, on the occasion of his
illness and departure for Burope. The motion was carried with acelamation,
* Tt was next moved by Babu Grischandra Ghose, and seconded by Rev. Tial
Behari De, and unanimously agreed to, that the Provigional Couneil appointed
in April last, consisting of the President, the Secretary and Treasurer of the
Society, with the Presidents and Secretarics of the several Sections, should
now he declared to be the permanent Council of the Society.

The President then ed on Mr, Goodeve to deliver his lecture on * The'

Laws of England.”$

The thanks of the Soviety having been given by acclamation to the lecturer,
for his able, elaborate, and mstructive dissertation, a very animated discussion
succeeded, in which Babus Nobinkisto Bose, Knﬁ Kumar Das, Grish
Chandra Mittra, Mr. Dall, and others, took a part. The eminent merits of
the lecturer, and the correct theoretical views of his lecture—the love of
equity which characterizes the British as a people, together with the inde-
pendency and incorruptibility of the Judges within the British [sles——were
all cheerfull} conceded. But some of the more gla.rinﬁ practical evils con-
nected with the administration of English Laws, such as its expenses, its
long delays, its intricate forms of procedure, &e.r were all unsparingly
exposed. The discussion being closed, the President gave a briet” summary
or reswmé, of what had been advanced on both sides, pointing to what was
admittedly good, and worthy of being imitated, and to what was admittedly
evil, and demanding still further reform. He then concluded with an earnest
appeal fo the educated Natives to arise to the height of duty in the career of
future improvements which India so loudly required at their hands.

Kovias Cumanpra Bosw,
Aeting Secrctary, Bethune Society.

* Dr. Mouat had become President of the section instead of Dr, Chevers.
1 The Lecture itself will be found in Part 11, of this volume,

i
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Tar Seconn MoNTAry MEETING OF THE PRESENT SESSION WAS TWELD
AT THE THEATRE oF THE Mupicar CorLker o ToHE 131H
Deceuser, 1860,

The Rev. A, Duff, D.D., LL.D., President, in the Chair.
Tl;; proceedings of the last mesting in November were read and con=
rm
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The candidates proposed at the last meeting were unanimously elected.

The following names of candidates for election were then submitted :—

Maulavi Abdullah,—proposed by Maulavi Abdul Luttif; and seconded by
Babu Hurro Mohun Chatterjea.

Babu Mohendronath Mittra,—proposed by the Acting Secretary, and
seconded by Babu K. M, Chatterjea.

Babus Mohendronath Pyne and Essen Chunder Banerjea, proposed by
Babu Koneylal Pyne, and seconded by Babu Kali Kumar Das.

The President then rose and gave a brief account of the proceedings of
the public meeting of the Seetion on Education of which Mr. Woodrow is
president, held on Thursday, the 20th November; but as a full account will
appear in Part ITIL of this volume, the analysis may here be omitted. The
meeting of section was, after Mr. Woodrow's statement, addressed by Mr,
Dall, Babus Nobin Kisto Bose, Koylas Chandra Bose, and. Dr. Duff,

The President then called on the Kev. Lal Behari Do to deliver his
intended lecture on * Imcidents and Tmpressions of Travel in Northern,
Central, and Western India.”

The lecture was repeatedly applanded throughont.®

The meeting was then addressed at some length by Mr. Dall, Babu
Kali Kumar Das, Babu Koylas Chandra Bose, Ramchandra Bala Krishua,
Ksq., from Bombay, and the President of fhe Society, and broke up about
11 o'clock, greatly edified and refreshed with the proceedings of the evening.

Kovnis Cuaxpra Bosg,
Aeting Secretary, Bethune Society,

Tax Tarep Moxtnry MErTING OF THE PRESENT SHoSION WAS HELD
AT THE TuraTRE oF THE MEDICAL (OLLEGE ON THE
10T Jaxvary, 1861. ’

The Rev. A. Duff, D. D., LL, D., President, in the Chair.

The proceedings of the last meeting in December were read and confirmed.

The candidates proposed at the last mecting were unanimonsly elected.

The following names of candidates for election were then submitted :—

Babus Koylas Chandra Chatterjea and Nitturloll Lall Laha,—proposed
by Babu Hara Sankra Das, and seconded by the Acting Secretary.

Babu Nobo Gopal Mittra,—propesed by Babu Khettra Mohan Mittra,
and seconded by the Acting Secretary.

The President then rose and gave a summary of the proceedings of the
gnb]ic meeting of the section on * Philosophy and Literature” of which Mr.

‘owell is president; but as the Report itself will be found in Pari IIL of

this volume, the summary is here omitted.

The section was at the close, addressed by Babu Kali Kumar Das, Gopal
Chandra Banerjea, Mr. Dall, and the Prssident of the Society.

After some further explanatory remarks respecting the meeting of the
section, the President called on Mr. Ayerst, Rector of St Paul's Scheol, to

# The Lecture itgelf will be found in Part II.
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deliver his promised lecture on “ The Jews, since their dispersion after the
final dﬁﬂtl'uc{?on of Jernsalem.” AR ; ' G,
. The lecturer commenced by shewing that there was no period in the history
of the Jews, when they were not entirely distinct from every other people,
both in religion and constitution, This topic he illustrated at some lpﬂcuogth.
They were an  Asiatic people ; and in every region of the earth, they proved
themselves, by their manners, habits and customs, to be a genuine Asiatic
iople still. ~After illustrating, by striking examples, the extraordinary in-
uence, which, by their commercisl and monetary dealings, they have exerted
on the destinies of kingdoms and nations, the lecturer went on to consider, at
some length :—
1. The varied reception which the Jews have met with in their dispersion,
11,  Their national system during their dispersion.
. TII. Their hopes of restoration to their own land.

On all these topics the lecturer brought forward a variety of historical facts
of singular and striking inferest—fucts, too, not to be met with in ordinary
works of Civil History—-and conchuded by reading an affecting passage from
the jowrnals of the celebrated Joseph Wolfl' relative to the vivid hopes of
deliverance now entertained everywhere by the Jews.

After sitting down, a vote of thanks to the lecturer for his able, elaborate,
and instructive diseourse, was moved, in a fow appropriate sentences, by the
Rev. Lal Behari De, seconded by Babu Koylas Chandra Bose, and carried
by acclamation.

The Rev. Mr. Tiong then offered some suggestions,

As no other member seemed disposed to speak, the President rose and spoke
at some length on some of the leag.i s topics of the lecture, furnishing various
illustrative facts which had come under his own observation in different quar-
ters of the world —Earope, Africa, Asia, and America. He stated the result
of his personal inguiries into the peculiarities of the black and  white Jews of
Cochin, a sub%ect which had oftin puzzled the most learhed ethnogm;ﬁmrs.
He partienlarly endeavoured to fasten attention on the topic with which the
learnied lectuyer had first started —a topie which might well be designated the
ﬁ-reat problem and miracle of Listory, viz., the continued preservation of the

enationalized, scattered, and homeless Jews, as a distinet and peculiar people, *

amid the unparalleled persecutions of eighteen hundred years. The mightiest
of the o rs that swayed the sceptre of universal empire, vainly arrogat-
ing for their city the proud title of ** Eternal,”” where avere they now P Swal-
Jowed up and lost in the vortex of commingling tribes'and peoples, ind nations,
Who, at this day, could distinguish on the soil of Italy, the descendants of
the ¢1d Romans from the posterity of their eaptive slaves or Gothic conquerors #
Yot at this day, the Jew, on the'soil of Ttaly and within the walls of old Eome,
vétained as fully the integrity of the ancient Israelitish character, and was as
fully marked out by his physiognomical, social, and religious cculiarities, as
on the day when the legions of the Imperial Cresar razed the foundations
of Jerusalem, and scattered her childven to the four winds of heaven,
Almost every age and clime might point toits expatrinted mnltitudes; but
here was a whole nation, by violence, expatriated. These expatriated multi-
tudes had always found an asylum somewhere in other lands. They had
either been incorporated on equitable terms with the communities that gave
them refuge, or they had colonized new regions and formed themselves into
independent commonwealths. Bub never, never, had the exiles of Judah
found a real asylum—-a home-—in any land.  And never yef, had théir original
and  distin isiﬁng idiosyneracies melted away. Nowhere had they been en-
feoffed in the full tights and privileges of Gentile citizenship ; and yef no-
where had they been concussed into the swrrender of their hated identity.
B

L
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After pointing out the ethical, ethnographical, g:ovidential, and other
Jessons to be drawn from this strange and stunning hictorical anomaly, and
illustrating from his own personal observation, the = present eondition of
Palestine, naturally fertile but turned into a sterile desert, and emptied of
inhabitants, from ages of oppression and misgovernment ;—after referring once
more to the millions of dispersed Jews now without a home in any region of
the earth, but wistfully and longingly looking towards peeled, emptied, and
deserted Palestine, as their proper home—a home waiting as it were, in readi-
ness <o receive the lineal descendants of its encient possessors ;—and after
divecting attention to the views of sagacions statesmen, profound pbilosophers,
and earnest religious men, on a phenomenon o striking and extraordimary,
the President concluded by cougratulating the Society on the progress already
mada, and on the interest 1mml%:md in its proceedings by the presence, onso
tempestuous a night of thunder, lightning and rain, of so large and respec-
table an audience,

.1{07‘1.43 Caaxora Bosk,
Apting Secretary, Bethune Syciety.

Tae Povnrn Mowneurny Merrive or THE PruseENt SessioN wis HELD
A7 Ty Poeate of tuE Mupican ConLyee o THE 19TH
FeBrUuARY, 1861,

The Rev, A. Duff, D.D., LL.D,, President, in the Chair,

"The proceedings of the last meeting in January were read and confirmed.

The candidates proposed at the last meeting were unanimously elected.

The following name was then submitted as a candidate for election : .

Reverend D. Stuart,—proposed by the Acting Secretary, and seconded by
Babn Khetter Chunder Ghose:

After the report was vead and approved, the President gave an account of
the proceedings of the Medical and Sanitary section held on Thursday, 24th
January last, He stated that in the necessitated absence of the respected
President. of the section, Dr. Monat, the Secretary, Babu Nobin Kristo
Bose, had prepared and resd an elaborate m%ort. That report which he
characterized 1n highly eulogistio terms, will be found in Part IIL. of this
volume,

The subject having excited much interest, a spirited conversation ensued,
in which Babus Kali Kumar Das, Grish Chandra Gthose, and Koylas Chandra
Bose, Mr. Dall, and the President of the Society, took a part. All these gen-
tlemen contribnted some new facts and offered some usef; suggestions. Such
reports and discussions could not fail ultimately to render valuable gervice fo
the cause of humanity amengst us. ;

The President next explained why the regular night of meeting had been
ghanged to that evening (19th Feb.) as also the circumstances under which
Mr. Brett had promptly and kindly responded to the esll made upon him, in
consequence of Colonel Baird Smith having been suddenly ordered to the North
West in connection with the famine. His absence was to them a great loss, but
ou the scare of our common humanity, we ou ht to rejoice that onr loss might

rove a great gain to oy suffering . fellow-subjects,  The mission of Colonel
%aird Swmith, as he had good reason for coneluding, was to open up sundry
large questions connected with the causes of the present famine and the
possible prevention of fulure similar calamities. As regarded Mr. Brett, it
added to his kindness in the mabter thab he appeared nmongst them that
“pight heroically to dischargo the duty which he had voluntarily undertaken,
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though suffering much pain from a recent accident. Lastly, the President
congratulated the Soeiety on the prospect of hearing a lecture from the Leord
Bishop of Caleutta on Thursday, 1dth March, on a worthy and congenial
theme—*The University of Cambridge.”” The President then called on
Mr. Brett to deliver his lecture on “ The Phenomena of Sleep.”

The lecturer commenced by remarking thaf sleep was a subject on which
the greatest of poets as well as metaphysicians had philosophised, and uoted
some striking passages from Shakspeare and other anthors.  He then defined
aleep, not in itself, but by its more obvious characteristics, mnoting the
causes by which it wae ordmarily superinduced, and its more palpable signs.
The proper season and due quantity of sleep, in the case of gemom of dif
ferent, ages and varying physical constitution were clegg pointed out.  Among
the uses of sleep, its restorative power alike as re mind and body when
exhausted, was exhibited under a great variety of aspects, physiological and
practical. Among the effects of ﬁep he dwelt chiefly on dreaming. The
peculiarities of dreams were illustrated by & vast profusion of deeply interest-
ing facts; with notices of the light which they shed on the nature of the
soul itself, its oxalted powers and capabilities, its self activity in spite of its
being conditioned by bodily relations, its independency of the external
wnrl%, when all communication with it is cut off through the suspended
action of the organs of sense, its soarings beyond the marrow bounds
of matorialism, and its communings with a  world of spirits. The
subject of prophetic drenms, the foreshadowings of dreams, an of dreams
as indicative of the habits and character of the dreamer, were also expounded
at some length. The singular phenomena of nightmare were also ill |
After noticing that the habit of much and constantly reeurring sleep amimg
any people indicated & want of mental and moral excitement, he concluded a
richly varied, lucid, interesting, and most instructive dissertation with sorhe
sound, practical eounsels to his Native audience, whose approving plandits
soon._testified how fully they had appreciated his eminent and disiterested

services, 4
After the'lecturcr sat down, several gentlemen favoured the meeting with

their views on the subject. Babu Grish Chandra Ghose stated some singular .

facts, one especially relative to some young men who, wishing to enjoy the
Jatras snd other amusements of ths Durga Paja holidays, went to a hay-
loft to have a sound undisturbed sleep %efore the commencement of the
fostivities ; and who, from the closeness of the air ardd other causes, got into
a state rescmbling that of hybernation, and slept all throngh the three days
of the Puja without ence awaking.

Babu Nobin Kristo Bose gave a medico-philosophic view of the subject,
shewing how a sound analysis of the phenomena of mind in sleep helped to
enable us to discriminate between many true and false sppearances ; and
tended to throw much light on the real nature of mesmerism, spirit-rapping,
and other marvels which have excited much of undue admiration ot the one
hand, and much of undeserved ridienle and contempt on the other.

" Babu Khetter Chandrs Ghose, while highly applanding the lectie as a
whole, referred to one or two points in whicﬁ, though with much diffidence,
he differed somewhat from the learned lecturer.

Babu Kovlas Chandra Bose stated some facts, from his own experience,
relative to the superior vividness with which certain ideas might be rapres
sented, and the superior ability with which certain objects might be accon-
plished in dreams.

The lecturer having briefly explained, the discussion was brought to a close
by some coneluding remarks from the President of the Society on the subject

erally ; and mora especially on the real nature of dreams ns composed of
ideas, mistaken for sensations, while the organs of sense.and the voluntary
E 2
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powers were nearly, if not altogether, suspended, These trains or suceessions
of ideas, as he shewed, however apparently Iawless, were in reality regulated
by laws of which psychological seience firnished the satisfacto exponent.
But though from the time of Aristotle down to Sir William I:lyamiltm\ the
subject of sleep and dreams had occupied the enquiries of the profoundest
thinkers, much yet remained for fature students of the phenomena  of mind.
And he fewent{y hoped that the processes of education now in operation
i thronghout the land would awaken and stimulate the slumbering energies of
i many a youth, whose faculties wonld otherwise have lain dormant, adding
only to the mass of waste and uncultured mtellects that had been acoumulat.
ing throngh past ages, and that from such awakened intellects might
emanate many an original contribution to every department of literature,
science and philosophy—not omitting the phenomeno ogy of sleep.
Kovyras Cmanpra Bosg,

Aeting Seoretary, Bethune Society.

Tue Freva Moxtany Meerive oF 7re Preseyt SESSToN wis
HELD AT THE THEATRE OF THE Mupicin CoLLeeE oy
THE l4r MarcH, 1861,

The Rev. A. Duff, D.D., LL, D., President, in the Chai.

{ The proceedings of the last meeting in February were read and confirmed..
i : : ’

¥ The candidates proposed at the last meeting were unanimously elected,

' The following names of candidates for election were then submitted +

i W. 8. Atkinson, Esq.,—proposed by Mr. Woodrow, and seconded by Babu
Hl(l}n'omob.lga CJatt jea. e :

i in C. B. Malleson and R. Remfry, Eiq.,—proposed by the Aeting
{ Secretary, and seconded by Babn H. M. Chatterjea. s i

i Babu Nirunjun Mukerjea,~—proposed by Babu' Kistodas Pal, and seconded.

{ by the Acting Secretary.

| The follow:nﬁ &resentntiona have been received :—

3 Statistical and Geographical reports of the Murshedabad district by Captain

y J. E. Gastrell, from the Government of Bengal,

Selections from the Records of the Bengal Government relative to the sup-
pression of Dacoity in Benf;al, from the Government of Bengal.

" Hints on Education in India with special veference to Vernacular Schools,

] by John Murdoch, Eeq., from the author.

| Resolved that the thanks of the Society be recorded for the above-mentioned

presentations,

| The President than stated that since, from the reasons assigned at the last

meeting, there was no report from the seotion on science and art, he would at

; once eﬁl on the Right Rev. the Lord Bishop of Caleutta to deliver his in-

; tended lecture on the University of Cambridge, The subject was one of a
singularly appropriate character at the present juncture in our own University
affairs, besides being of intrinsic interest in itself, Though the hall was filled
even to overcrowding, he was sure, from his past experience of the excellent

| demeanour of an educated Nativo audience, that the Right Rev. lecturer:

| would be listened to with the attention due alike to the subject and his

| own exalted position. He trusted, also, that the very fact of one oceupyi
such a postion, responding so promptly and so chee lly to the call mﬁ

! upon him, wonld satisfy his Native giends, that, among all right-minded

| and right-hearted Europeans, there existed nought but the most cordial good.
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will towards the Natives of this land, and the most enrnest desire to benefit:
them in every way in their power. ;

The Bishop then arose and delivered his Lectare which will be found in
Part IL of this volume. )

On the applause which followed the delivery of the lectura subsiding, the
President stated that the Rajah Kali Krishua, an honorary member of the
Society, would address the meeting in his own Vernacular tongue.

On this, the Rajah arose, and in a clear tone and elegant Bengali style
delivered a short address, of which the following is a free translation :—

Mp. PrEstouNT AND GENTLEMEN,— You must have iaid due attention to,
and have derived great gratification by hearing, what has just fallen from
the lips of the Right Reverend the Lovd Bishop. We are therefore thank-
ful to His Lordship for the trouble he has taken in deliveriug the lecture.
In days of yore when the Hindus held the reins of government, several
chotuspatis ‘or scholastic institntions were maintained in varions localities
by the rulers, where different branches of Hindu science and art were taught,

any Pundits or learned men uupﬁort, even in these hard times, their pupils
from the proceeds of their own honorable earnings; and teach thew gra-
tuitously in their respective ehofuspatis, which still, T believe, amount to
the number of af least one hundred. In commendation of this inestimable
gift of learning, I have selected out of our numerous Shastras, a few slokas
or stanzas on edueation, for your information. Were I to attempt reading
to you all that might be quoted, even this whole night would not be suffi-
cient for the rehearsal,

The slokas are the following +—-

“ Learning makes a deformed person handsome, and is the hidden sublime
treasure, Learning is the loving object of the pious, stimulates to virfnous
habits, and is the sovereign preceptor. Learning secures the affections of
friends, and is supremely admired. Learning is the source of wealth and
fame, and elovates the position of families. A man destitute of learning
resembles a brute,’— Garura Piirana.

¢ There has' never been, nor will be, any higher largess than learning.

O wise man | nothing exists which can be oned a greater boon than -

education.” —Pudma Piirana.
“ o who diily instruets in learning in an institution, gains respect every-
where."—Devi Pirana. :
1 now beg to hand over the paper containing the fiokas to our worthy
President, who, I doubt not, has been pleased to hear them.
After the Rﬁjah sat, down, the meeting was addressed successively by
Babus Nobin Kristo Bose, Grish Chandra (Ghose, Mohendralal Shome and
Glopal Chandrn Banerjea, all of whom spoke warmly in praise of the lecture,
while they added some valuable remarks and suggestions of their own.
Babu Grish Chandra Ghose having among his other remarks referred ap-
yovingly to Mr, Hodgson Pratt’s proposed plan of sending young Nitives to

educated in England, Mr. Dall, towards the elose, rose to ask, whether, as
there was more than one Rajah there that evening, they would furnish the
means of enabling & young man, who was willing, to proceed forthwith to

England P

he President then rose and said, that as noone seemed disposed to reply,
he would offer a few remarks, in the hope of _brin;ﬁng the whole discussion
to a friendly and harmonious conclusion. He fully sgmpat.hised with the
general object aimed at by Mr. Pratt and the learned gentleman who now
asked so grave and lwactical a question. But while he thus fully sympathised
with the genera.l object, he very much dcubted‘ whether that ?\ma_t.he most
auspicious moment for demanding the pecuniary means of its immediate
attainment.. He concluded, therefore, that the main design of the learned

L.
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gentleman in propounding his. question was m&re'l:( to give prominence ko o
subject which elaimed early and earnest consideration on the part of wealthy
and  influentinl Natives, veally interested in the welfave of their country.
For some months past many claims of & public and philanthropie kind had
been pressed upon the community, to which individnal gentlemen, alike
European and Native, had most liberally résponded. Of late, in particular, a
loud ery of lamentation and woe from myriads of famishing and dying
follow suljects in the North West had been sounded in their ears ; am{l for
Lis own part, he (the President) was forced to confess, that he slmost grudg-
ed the diversion of any spare funds from the immediately urgent and presss
ing object of resening thousands, of all sexes and of all ages, from a. cruel
and lingering death and a premature grave. In due time, when the present
most clamant necessities were morve adequately provided for, he himself had a
larger and more comprehensive scheme than that of sending a few youn
men to Ingland, to press upon the Rajabs, Zemindars, and men of wealt
enerally in this Jand. That was to furnish, by way of contributions when
iving, or of legacies when dyi.ﬂgl.1 sorae Iakhs of rupees for the erection of a
suitable University building, with senate house, exarsination halls, musenm,
locture rooms, &e.'s and the endowment of vertain University professorships
or lectureships on the higher branches of certain sciences, or of sciences that
required the use of mineralogical and other colléctions, extensive and costly
apparatns, with experiments, &e., & They ought to remember that all the
colleges of the English Universities were in reality private establishments
and endowments ; not establishments and endowments founded by the State,
and at the expmse of the public funds. Some of them at Cambridge, such
ag Clare College, Pembroke College, were, in point of fact, founded and en-
dowed by noble ladies; and had not Tndia also hoble ladies quite able, if
only willing, to found Indian Colleges ? The other day, one died leaving
40 ﬁ\khs of rapees in Government securities, besides as much more of other

property. If, ere she died, she had sent 20 lakhs for the relief of the

wretched sufferers in the North-West, and the other twenty to our
noble Chancellor for the erection and endowment of a Calcutta Jnivmit :
would she not have raised a glorious monument fo her own memory, while
her suryiving friends and rcﬁv.tiwm would still have enough and to spare P
He would, therefore, in due time, wrge this momentous subject on the
serigus attention of the wealthy and liberal in this land.  And perhaps the
time might come when this city of paluces might also become a city of colleges
like Cambridge or Oxford ; perhaps many of the gardens in the neighbour-
hood might be literally turned into Academic groves, and the garden villas
into stately colleges, in which myriads of indian youth might have not only
their intellectual, but their higher spivitual life, with all the bodily energies,
fully and harmoniously deveﬁ)ped, and their whole souls stivred up and
stimulated to feats of highest intellectual and moral chivalry. i
Kovras Cusxona Bosg,
Aeting Secretary, Bethune Society.

Tar Sixta on rAsT MoxTnLy MEETING OF THE PRESENT SkssioN
WAS HELD AT THE THEATRE oF THE MEpical COLLEGE ON
THE 181H APrkrn, 1861

The Rev. A. Duff, D.D,, LL. D., President, in the Chair,

The proceedings of the last meeting in March were read and confirmed,
The i"resident then rose, and after some preliminary remarks, stated that
the public meeting of the Section on Sociology, or Social Beienes, would
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be held on Thursday, the 25th. Mr. Loug, the President of the Section,
would then bring up his report.®  From personal knowledge he could testify
that Mr. Long %lmf spared no pains in asccumulating information, and in

paring hundreds of questions, for the purpose of eliciting still more. He
the President) earnestly impressed on his native friends the vast importance
of the sulject.  Sociology, as a Science, was of comparatively recent origin ;
but was now strelmousfy cultivated by many of the leading philosophers
and statesmen of the age, including such men as Lord Brougham, the Barl
of Shaftesbury, Lord Stanley, and other philanthropists. ’E‘he phenomena
of society, hitherto as so complicated, and apparently so lawless,
were in the course of being gradually classified, generalized and reduced
under laws as orderly as those which governed tte cosmical phenomena,
He hoped, therefore, that intelligent Natives would lend effactive aid in
collectiug and recording acenrate %act.s which might lay the basis of sound
induction.  Indian society, however immobile in ages past, was now in a
rapidly transitionn.riestate; and it was a matter of national interest to seize
on, and faithfull lineate habits, manners, customs, usages, and institu-
tions, ere they bfunded in dim confusion with the evanescent forms of the

. It was also a duty which the more intelligent members of Hinda
society owed to themselves, heartily to co-operate in giving the world a
genuine portraituve of their own social condition, in all its varied aspects,
external and internal. Strangers and travellers, rapidly passing through
any country were ever apf, from ignorance and imperfect opportunities of
observation, to furnish only snatehes, fragments, or even caricatures of social
phenomena.  How much more so in a country like India, where the laws of
caste, hereditary seclusion of females, and “sundry other exclusive habits
rendered accurafe observation, to a great extent, an impossibility to the

foreigner. He earnestly hoped, therefors, that all educated Natives would.

warmly co.operate with their friend Mr. Long, in supplying authentio
materials, whence might be formed a portraiture of Hindu society that might
challenge the palm of incontestible fidelity, and lay the foundation for
suggestions towards indefinite improvement.

After u few more remarks, in which it was explained why the Reports of
the other fwo sections on “ Science and Art” and “ Female REducation”
were not ripe for presentation this session, the President called on the Rev.
Professor Banenjea, to deliver his lecture on % The relation between the Hindu
and Buddhistic systems of philosophy, and the light Ashich the history of
the one throws on the other.” h

The lecturer, among other things, directed attention to the similarity in
many respects between the Nyaya and other systems of Brahmanical
p’hilcsnfjhy and the Buddhistic system. Which of these, then, was the
?eri inal, and which the derivative; which the borrower, and which the

nder ¥

To this question an elaborate answer was returned, tending to prove that
the peculiar ideas of life, the world, mukti &e., had been thrown into the
definite shapes they now bear in all the systems of Hindu philosophy after
the model, and under the influence, of Bud}dhiutic philosophy.

Here, however, by way of objection to this startling conelusion, it might
be asked: Arenotthe Upanishads of the Vedas pre-Buddhistic writings,
and do they not contain the transcendental doctrines of Hindu philosophy
In answer to this question, the lecturer affirmed :—

1st. That those Upanishads, which decidedly belong to the Vedic period
and are therefore pre-Buddhistic, do not contain the transcendental doctrines
just referred to ; certainly not in anything like definite shapes, and assured-
y not the Maya-Veda, or theory of the non-reality of the world.

# This Report will be found in Part IIL of this volume.

L,
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2nd.  That those Upanishads which do inculeate the doctrines in question
are clearly of later date than the Vedie, and may be reasonably considered
post-Buddhistie,

In supFort of these affirmative propositions the learned lecturer adduced a
variety of telling tacts and powerful arguments. Following up the aftirma-
tions thus substantiated by additional censiderations, the ﬁcturer emphati-
cally declared that he had a right to conclude that the fundamental doctrines
of the Hindu philosophy  are borrowed from the Buddhistio; that they arve
not found in pre-Buddhistic writings; that Buddhism had so far insinuated
itsell into Hindu civeles, that Brahmanical teachers themselves uneonscionsly
took up the principles of their adversaries when India was cleared of them ;

L

and that at the very moment, when the followers of Sakya Muni left. their

connbry as exiles, his doctrines and prineiples got the firmest footing on the
soil which the Brahmans thought they had successtully weeded.

Throughout the lecture, which will be found in Part IL of this volume,
the positions of the author were sustained by a great variety of quotations
or slokas from the Shastras, which were read in the original Banskrit, as well
as translated into Knglish. The cadences of these rythmical slokas, read
with suitable intonation of voice, greatly enhanced the charms of the
lecture to a Native audience; and the lecturer, who was repeatedly cheered
throughout, sat down amid loud aRpIu.use‘ :

The President then rose and said that the qu::h Kali Krishna, an honorary
member of the Society, whom he was always happy to see amongst them,
would shortly address the meeting, Of the address which was dt‘ﬁivmd in
a ¢lear and p%ea.ﬁin g tone, the following is o free translation +—

Mz, PresipENT AND GENTLEMEN,—The lecture that has this evening
been delivered by the Rev. Krishna Mohun Banerjea, has been written
with great diligence and labour, He therefore deserves our warmest thanks.

To write ‘or speak upon a subject in which religion is more or less
blended with philosophy, is not an ordinary fask. I beg, therefore, merely
to say, withont long detaining you, and with no intention of provoking any
controversy contrary to the rales of this Society, that Buddhism, as such,
whether viewed as u philosophy or a veligion, has been professedly dislileed
by all the anthors of onr diffevent Shastras; and hope by my so doing, the
Tecturer will not be offended. j

According to our popular sacred books, there are five leading classes
of worshippers, viz. Faishnave or follower of Vishnu, Shkakfa or follower
of the Goddess ; Shaiva or follower of Shiva; Sauwrya or follower of the
sun; and Guapatya or follower of Gunesha.

Rach of these sects has, in varying proportions, three inherent qualities ;
~mamely sattwae, entity or goodness ; raje, badness or passion ; and tena,
darkness or indifference.

Buddhism, or the religion of the Jainas, is the specific system of persua-
sipn leading to annihilation and atheism, which has been abhorred by the
pm?ulmders of our popular Shastras, as will be found in Matsya purena.

The following is a free version of the slokas or stanzas :—

* Subsequently, Vrihaspati having propitiated the planets for Indra, and
blessed him for his prosperity, went to the sons of Raji, who were violators
of the Vedas and infatuated them by the aid of the Jainas” contemptuons
religion.

“g'I‘he said wise Vrihaspati havimg known those sons to be transgrescors
of the doctrines laid down in the sacrod books, expelled them from the
domain of the three Vedas. Aud Indra {t[xe_kmr of gods) then with his
weapon vajra killed those deserters of all religion.’ _

\v%;;h these few remarks, Mr. President, and Gentlemen, T sit down.

The Rajah, who was listened to with profound attention, having sat
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down amid loud cheers, the President rose and expressed a hope that, on a
suhject so peculiarly and nationally Hindu, some of the learned Native
gentlemen present would favour them with a free and fearless expression of
their sentiments. The main discussion did not concern the truth or untruth
of religious doctvines. Tt was a question as to the priority or posteriority
of certain philosophical principles, now generally known as transcendentalism.
Wholly different frowm the Hebrews, the Greeks, and the Romans, the Hindus
had no chronology to guide the studious enquirer into the order of develop-
ment of the national mind, in the department of Literature, Science or
Philosophy. An interesting question, therefore, like that raised by the
Jecturer, was one which must be solved, if ever conclusively settled at all, by
the use of legitimate criticism, and our knowledge of the progress and
development of human thought, in parallel or analogous cases in other

Babu Khetter Chandra Ghose then strongly condemned the doetrines of
Buddhism, and all * transcendental nonsense ;~ strennously urged the young
to give heed to practical philosophy, and especially the p ilosophy of duty :
and declared he was proud to think that one of {is countrymen had been
able to favour them with so masterly a lecture.

Babu Grish Chandra Ghose thought the last s}:e:d(er was rather hard on the
transcendental philosophy, which had done mue towards accuminating the
faculties of the learned in India; but concurred in his commendation of the
philosophy of duty and of the udmirable lecture to which they had listened.

Babu Khetter Chandra Ghose briefly replied.

No other appearing disposed to speak, the President, in a short concluding
address, referred to certain parts of the Puranic mythology which was
indisputably post-Buddhistic, and to some curious faets commected with the
cave temples in Western India, the ollest of which were Buddhistic, and the
more recent, Brahmanical counterpart imitations, in corroboration of the

eral argument and conclusion of the lecture. He briefly referred to the
Eﬂr generic systems of philosophy, which separately and suecessively, or
contempornneonsly and interblended, had been developed in India, Greeee and
modern Burope ; viz., sensationalism, idealism, scepticism and mysticism,
which, after fiereely combating and chasin each Dt]lmr out of repute if not
existence, seemed o leave the human mind in a state of hopeless, helpless
despondency. Still instead of actually « desponding, r?hax ought to take
courage from the very failures of the past. Forw the human mind, in
such widely separated n'f_gions and far distant ages, has repeatedly trodden
the same dreary cycles of barren thought and fruitless speculatiou, it will
learn the sources of its own weakness and strength, and be better able to
distinguish botween the attainsble and the unattainable. Iustead of any
longer divorcing reason from faith, philosophy from religion, it will, in true
philosophy, find a confimation of the principles of a living faith ; and, in
true religion, the grandest consummation of the promptings of enlightened
reason. True philosophy will furnish the explanation of the phenomena
of the universe as cognizable by man; frue religion will duly unfold the
invisible, the infinite, the eternal. And when, from the harmounious culture
of both, the powers and faculties of the intellect, braced, invig{.gorated, and
enlarged, will shoot out healthfully in all directions; and the feelings and
affections of the Leart, purified from the base alloy of evil passions and
blinding prejudices, will no longer send forth noxions fumes to darken or
badim the unsecaled eye of the underst.anding : when all that is really useful
in science, all that is graceful and softening in’ the fine arts, all that is
ennobling in the visible works of creation, all that is elevating in the lessons
of revelation, shall blend their united influences in promoting the highest
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ﬁmd of man, and enhancing the glory of the great God ;—then, in the
eautiful language of Milton, may we be privil warrantably to exclaim—

% How charming 13 divine philosaphy !
«  Not harsh and erabbed, as dull fools suppose,
But musical us is Apollo’s lute, '
And a perpetaal feast of nectar’d swoots,
‘Where no ctude surfeit reigns.'”

Kovris Craxpri Bose,
Aeting Secy., Bethune Society,
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PART TII.

LECTURES DELIVERED AT THE MONTHLY
MEETINGS.

e

 CONCLUSION OF THE LECTURE ON “DR. LIVINGSTONE
AND AFRICAN ENTERPRIZE,”

BY
'BABU NOBIN KRISTO BOSE.

Evirorian Norg.—dt the time when this Lecture was delivered, Dy,
Livingstone's work was new. Sinve then it has been in the hands of every
one,  The body of the Lecture is thercfore omitted, and the conclusion alone
retained, As a substitute the bar:l’v; of the Lecture on Livingstone's
Discoveries, it has beem deemed eaxpedient to publish another previously

delivered by the same author on ** Landed Tenwre in Bengal,” on account of

the infense interest which, in the present erisis of Indvan affairs, rightly
atlaches to the subject.

But independently even of the nature of the influence which

Dr. Livingstone’s enterprize may exercise on the future welfare
of the African tribes, there is a moral grandeur in all acts of
self-denying heroism, the effect of which ought not to be lost
upon the mind. Here we have seen a man enduring toil and
privation and suffering of every kind, month after month, and
year after year, in a burning and pestiferous climate, only that,
in the progresg of events, some good may result from his
labours to the wretched and degmged inhabitants of a distant
and even unknown portion of the earth. How much, then,
ingpired by his example, ought we to toil and labour that good
may come to ourselves and our own native land ! At a time
like the present, in particular, when all things are progressing
with the rapidity of steam, it doubly behoves us to be active
and on the alert, as well to promote the development of the
physical resources of the country, as the social and moral rege-
neration of ourselves and the less favored portion of our fellow
countrymen. 1In a former lecture which I had the honor to

deliver before this Society, I pointed out how, after having -
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attained some degree of excellence, our arts and manufactures
have fallen into decay, and been superseded by the institution
of superior and more scientific processes in Europe. Yet why
must they be suffered to remain in this state of decay? Why
cannot a number of active and enlightened native youth pro-
ceed to Burope, and, studying the practical applications of the
modern discoveries of science, transplant them here? What
is there in the nature of things to prevent this heing done?
Seience and art own no local bounds. They are universal
property,—the common heritage of those who will only strive
and be at the trouble to make them theirs. How foolish
and irrational then not to assert and make good one’s claim
to this precious right. Some years since, too, the civil and
medical* appointments of the State were brought within
the reach of the educated matives. Yet why has such little
disposition been manifested to avail of the proffered boont
Why, with two solitary exceptions, have not the alumni of our
colleges entered into the arena of competition with the English
youth, to win glory and advantage to themselves and raise the
social status of their countrymen at large? Surely no super-
stitious seruple or prejudice about caste ought to be the cause :
from this, I will undertake to say, their minds have long been
liberated and freed. Such, however, is the peculiar organiza-
tion of Hindu society, that a youth no soomer comes fto
years of discretion, than he finds himself entangled in a net-
work of influences which leave him not the master of himself,
Brilliant designs he may form ab college, but on entering the
world, he fiads a variety of canses at work to damp his ardour
and disconcert his plans. Oftentimes he sees himself withoub
means or influence to carry them into effect. Instead of being
abetted and encouraged by those to whom he naturally turns for
- help, he is thwarted and opposed by them in every possible way,
and can only murmur and grumble before companions equally
powerless with himself. But what after all is the inference to
be hence deduced? Ts the Hindu, however enlightened or
educated, to rerain practically ever in the fetters which priest-
craft forged for him some thousands of years ago? Is he never
to acquire manly independence, not merely o thought but of
action too? Must he be the perpetual victim of influences
which for ages have stunted his mental growth ? and pass from
the genial atmosphere of an English college, to sink back, ever
and again, into the stinking mire of rank hereditary errors?
Or does it not rather devolve on those, who, benefiting them-
selves by the light of western philosophy, have since become
# It is much to be rogretted that the Covenanted Medical Service has since
been again closed to the natives,
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‘wealthy and influential members of society, to tear away, with
a bold and steady hand, those cobwebs of social prejudice,
which have strangled, as it were, the rising aspirations of
youth; and acting the part of pilots to those who follow, keep
them clear of those shoals and sandbanks, onwhich, in their
own early schemes of enterprise, perhaps, they had stranded
themselves. If each will only try this in his own family, by
aiding and abetting those under his guardianship and care, to
embark in all projects of rational enterprise, and assert due
liberty of action for themselves, there will be formed, at least,
the first nucleus of a band, which swelling, in course of time,
into a mighty phalanx, will level down with ease, the barriers
which bigotry and superstition have opposad to the progressive
development of the national mind. Even to do this much, it
is true, some inconvenience will have to be suffered, aud some
social persecution endured. But when was abuse ever cor-
rected, or folly chastised, without a struggle? The student
of history, and that of Modern Europe in particular, re-
quires not to be told what trials and dangers and perse-
cntions had to be undergone by the reformers there; and
how those t and noble spirits braved even the frowns
of kings and emperors in defence of right principle and of

truth. Here, at least, the reformer is secure, if not of the

active support, ab all events—of the cordial sympathies of
the ruling power, and can, therefore, have no very gerious
risk or hazard to apprehend. But, alas! it has not been the
good fortune of India yet to bring forth any number of patriots,
who wonld stand even a popgun, or the frothy volleys of some
impotent ire on her account. Kven those hest able to serve
her, from the position they oceupy in socieky and the means
they have at command, have, in all but words, deserted her
cause. From a strange craving after notoriety among the
mob, or to propitiate, for some gastronomic transgressions, the
influential leaders of orthodoxy, they have fallen back into those
evils and trumpery practices against which their lips declaim ;
and cast on their successors the very trammels which had so
much hampered their own movements before.

From my own knowledge of the domestic and social economy
of the Hindus, I am able to say that two of the most powerful
obstacles to any attempts at enterprize or reform on their
part, are female ignorance and early marriage. On a previ-
ous occasion, I tried to explain from known and acknowledged
physiological principles, as to how this latter custom, repeated
throngh several generations, has contributed to degrade us
both as physical and intellectual beings; and how, unless it
were abolished, there was little chance of a properand thorough
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regencration ever being achieved. But the evil operates in
other ways than those which come within the cognizance of
mere physiological laws, A that important stage of his career,
when, the academic course being run, an inquisitive mind 18
naturally led to review its past attainments, and form plans
and designs for the fubure, the Hindu youth finds himself
encumbered with the support of a wife and a couple of children,
~has, perhaps, a danghter grown up to the marriageable age of
9 or 10, and stands in urgent need of 1,000 or 1,500 Rs. at least,
to defray the wedding expenses. Without yet a position in the
world, in many cases without even prospects or patrons, it is no
wonder that he is scon and effectually ernshed under the weight
of such pressing wants. Thenceforth, in the vortex of family
anxieties and cares, the attainment of money becomes his only
end, and with a sigh he bids adien to the hopeful visions of
his college days. Female ignorance, at the same time, stands
in the way of any bold or enterprising attempt on his part to
deviate from the beaten track, and the influence of an affec-
tionate mother or a beloved wife holds him fast to orthodox
mactices and modes of life. Tndeed, in the domestic socieby
of his female relations, there is little ebance of acclimatization
in his mind of sentiments acquired at school ; and, hence, like
some exotic growth, they wither and droop as soon as removed
from the sphere of influences under which they had been pro-
duced. It was very justly observed by the Emperor Nicholas
of Russia, when, affer quelling an insurrection that disturbed
the commencement of his reign, he set himself to correct the
abuses of the adminigtration, that “in vain will the govern-
ment make generous efforts, in vain will it exhaust itself in
gacrifices, if the domestic educabion of the people does nob
second its views and intentions, if it does mot pour into the
heart the germs of virtue,” Nowhere, perhaps, is this truth
more strikingly illustrated than in India, where the effects of
an enlightened and liberal system of public instruction are
being continually neutralised by the agsence of sound moral
training at home; and female ignorance, like some great cen-
tripetal force, retains even well-educated men within the pre-
seribed sphere of antiquated customs and superstitions mtes.
Nor is there any prospect of things being materially bettered
or improved, while the minds of the fair, whose gpell must ever
exercise a potent influence over the sterner sex, are suffered
to remain the destined receptacles of old prejudices and tradi-
tionary errors. The youth may imbibe the best and soundest
views and principles at school ; but of what avail can they be,
while, like so much vapour, they merely hover in the atmosphere
of the mind? Dazazle, perhaps, they may at times, as though




by corruscations of electric fire; but can never be of any real
or substantial use and advantage, until, condensed by a- genial
temperature at home, they descend m fertilicing showers to
bless and spread plenty over the land. Yet to remove the
obstacles to this most-wished-for consnmmation, the youth must
prepare by giving a better education to himself. Kt present,
after the first fervor of youthful enthusiasm is over, lie is too
apt, from whatever causes, to give up and grow indifferent
about all sorts of intellectual ocenpations and pursuits ; and
hence, however in theory he may be convinced that female
ignoranee is an evil, he is at hittle pains to educate his sister
and his wife, as, in his daily intercourse with them, he has
seldom occasion to be cognizant of, or inconvenienced by, the
unenltured state of their minds. Nor is it likely, declaim as
much as he may, that he will set himself in earnest t6 enlighten
their understanding, and thereby clear the social atmosphere
of those fogs and noxious vapours which have hitherto repressed
the growth of a luxuriant harvest of reform, until, being suffi-
ciently intellectual and elevated in his own habits and pursuits,
he feels the want of intelligent and educated companions at
home. Forsooth, to develope, in any way, the practical utility
of the discipline he receives ab school, it is indispensable that
he shonld Yem-n to sustain habits of mental activity through
life, and turn those thonghts and sentiments, which now, h%e
gome fine suit of clothes, he reserves only for occasions of dis-
play, into part, as it were, of the ordinary appurtenances of
the understanding for regular and daily use. In default of
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this, generation after generation may continue to move in a

vicious ecircle, but can make no real advance. And verily, it
is to prevent an unfelicitous issue like this, and foster and
cherish habits of continued mental activit§, that our worthy
and respected President, who has devoted the best encrgies of
his life to the culture and enlightenment of the Hindu mind,
and than whom, perhaps, there is not in all India, a better
judge of ifs exact requirements and wants,—has been led to
develope a new scheme in connection with this Society,
by which to turn it into an organ of higher instruction than
what may be imparted in colleges or schools. Availing ourselves
of this, lot us heartily and zealously co-operate to promote its
ends, and shew for once, at least, that we are able to take part
in a really useful undertaking, and rise from words to actual
deeds. Indeed, my friends, India ab this moment is the scene
of a great social experiment before the whole civilized world.
It presents the spectacle of a nation, varionsly chequered in
its fortunes from the earliest periods of history, but which

now, after ages of mental lethargy and stupor, is springing .
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forth again into fresh vitality and life; and it depends on ns
and our exertions—as to whether it will attain to the full
energy and activity of a vigorous and independent manhood,
or remain for ever tied to the apron strings of its foster nurse?
—hether it will rise to assert its rights and prerogatives as a
member of the great fraternity of modern civilization, or con-
tinue for ever yoked to antiquated puerilities and absurd and
drivolling rites P—and whether the lamp of knowledge, which
England has lighted in its long benighted home, is ouly to
limmer faintly in the midst of a thick mass of surrounding
kness, or gradually expand itself into » resplendent blaze
to illuminate and vivify the whole length and breadth of the
land ? With results, then, so important and precious ab stake,
and acting in a theatre in which all nations and all ages must
sit in judgment over our deeds, let us beware as to how we
acquit ourselves. Let it not, at all events, be said hereafter
that we were unequal to the parts we were destined fo act.
Unmindful of the dictates of narrow bigotry and priestly cun-
ning, let us listen only to the voice of an enlightened con-
science, and manfully abide by the duties we owe to ourseclves,
our posterity, and our country, and, perhaps, to the world ab
large. And with all our strength and all our might, lot us
strive and exert ourselves to shew—that England’s endeavours
to reclaim and renovate India have mot been in vain ;—bhab
the seeds of cultivation she has scattered over it, have nob
been wasted on an unworthy soil ;—and that the Hindu mind,
when properly cultured and manured, is capable of producing
harvests, {rom which nutriment may be derived even by distant
ages and distant climes ! i ;
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THE LANDED TENURE IN BENGAL,
BY

BABU NOBIN KRISTO BOSE.

e e

We have been told by authors that the right to property in
land is derived originally from the labour bestowed on its culti-
vation. Yet when from mere speculations we descend to a
survey of actual facts, we find the proprietory right to the soil,
in almost every part of the world, either claimed and usurped
by the ruling power, or vested in persons deriving their titles
from it ; and the actual cultivator only holding of the proprietor
nnder stipulations of certain stated returus being made to him
in service, money; or kind. = How such a state of things has
operated on the destinies and prospects of the great mass of
mankind, will appear in course of the ensning remarks. _

The Zemindari tenure of Bengal, as instituted by Lord
Cornwallis, has often been condemned as being at the root of
most of the evils under which the country groans.. But the
question presents itself for examination,~—as to whether it is
tainted by some inherent and. radical vice which gives it an
inevitable tendency to the diffusion of wretchedness and suffer-
ing ? or may it not, by means of wise and judicious reforms, be
rendered conducive to the comfort and well Being of the vast
rural population living under it ? ]

With a view to a satisfactory solution of this question, we
propose (hastily, of course) to glance over the various forms of

“tenure which from time to time have obtained in different parts
of the world ; and comga.ring the Zemindari system to the one
which experience mig
beneficial to the interests of society at large, observe how far
it is capable of being assimilated fo the same?

The distribution of land under the feudal fenure in Europe,
throwing large and immense estates into the hands of a few
military chieftains, reduced the cultivators to the state of mere
villeins or serfs. Parcels of land were allotted to them on
condition of their devoting a moiety of their laboar or three days
in the week for the benefit of their lord. But the powers of
summary coercion lodged with the proprietors as necessary for
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enforeing service rents, onabled them to exact more than the

stipulated quantum of labour whenever they liked. Subject to
interruptions, therofore, at the will of another, in the cultare
of their own allotted farms, and toiling with reluctance and
under stimulus of the lash alone, in the gﬁmesnes of their lord,
the serfs naturally proved to be very indifferent instruments of
cultivation, and failed often even to raise the necegsary sup?lies
for themselves. On such oceasions, of course, they were obliged
to borrow provisions from the lord. But this served only to
place them the more completely in his power, and bereave
them in a still greater degree of all human motives to industry
and exertion. They were reduced in short very nigh to the
condition of slaves, and continue in that state over many of the
eastern parts of Europe where villeinage still prevails.

The exceeding unproductiveness of the labour of serfs has
suggested, in modern times, the expediency of converting them
into morve free and independent labourers; and various steps
have been taken with a view to that effect. By the Urbarium
of Maria Theresa—regarded as the Magna Charta of the Hun-
garian peasant,—his personal slavery and attachment to the soil
have been abolished, and he has been declared to be a mere
tenant at will. The personal freedom of the Polish peasant has
in like manner been established by an edict passed daring the
administration of Stanislaus Augustus; and by a subsequent
enactment, the exclusive right of the nobles to be proprie-
tors of the soil, has been removed. In Aastria, where change
is so little relished, proposuls for the abolition and coramutation
of service-rent have met with . favour; and even in Russia, the
great stronghold of villeinage, it has in many parts been re-
placed by a money-reut called the obroc.

But the human being, when debased and degraded beyend
a certain oxtent, is not to be so readily reclaimed by mere
Jaws and statutes. The melancholy effects of villeinage can-

" not be exhibited in more striking colours, than in the oppo-
gition which, in the aforesaid countries, was evinced by the
serfs themselyes, to measures intended for their own ameliora-
tion. To be liberated from servitude was in their estimation
to be deprived of the claim for assistance which they had upon
their lords when provisions failed. The efforts to rebabilitate
their condition have therefore been attended with only very
partial suceess ; and notwithstanding their legal emancipation
from thraldom, they continue in practice to be almost as ser-
vilely dependant on their lords as before.

Among the ancient Greeks and Romans, the labours of agri-
culture were, at firgt, mainly devolved upon slaves ; but the pro-
prietors also shared in their toils and worked by their side in



the field.  When the progress of civilization, however, by open-
ing other and more fitting careers for the active dnd aspiring spi-
rits of the age, and generating a taste for luxury and elegance,
had withdrawn the yigilant eye of the master from the farm, the
business of cultivation could no longer with prudence be left
in the hands of slaves. To supply their place various expe-
dients were fried ; but that which seems to have answered best,
was the introduction of a class of fenants, who receiving a cer-
tain stock and portion of land from the proprietor, charged
themselves with the task of cultivation,~—making over to him in
return a certain portion (generally half) of the produce raised.
Thus Pliny, in an epistle (quoted by Mr. Jones in his Hssay on
the Distribution of Wealth) observes,—evidently after finding
other forms of contract not answer well,—that ¢ the only reme-
dy I can think of is not to receive my rent in money but in
lsind, ¥ * as indeed (he adds) there is no sort of revenue more
just than that which is regulated by the soil, the climate, and
the seasons.”’

The last deseription of tenants, or the mediatarii or metayers,
as they have been called, have also prevailed extensively over
the western parts of Modern Europe,—superseding the vassals
or gerfs. But Arthur Young speaks of them in no very favorable
terms ; and M. Destut de Tracy, treating of the Metaires of
¥'rance, makes the following remark, “ Je connais de ces Me-
taires, qui de memoire d’homme n’ont jamais nourris leurs
laboureurs an moyens de lenr moitié de fruits.” In judging of
the merits of the metayer or any other form of tenure, however,
it is necessary to distinguish carefully between effects which
naturally flow from it, and such as are grafted upon ib, as it
were, by the opevation of foreign and adventitions causes. The
peculiar privileges and exemptions which, previously to the
Revolution, were claimed and enjoyed by the nobility in France,
and which threw the whole burden of taxation upon the people,
contributed, certainly, much more than the vices of his tenure,
to the wretched and miserable condition of the peasant. And
accordingly we find it observed by Turgot, that he was in com-
fortable circumstances, and even i a fair way to aceumulate a
small capital for himself, while actually enjoying his share of the
produce ; but that he was reduced to destitution by the gradually
increasing Twille which had to be paid almost exclusively oub
of his moitid de fruits. _

That the evils of divided interest must, in a greater or less
degree, attach themselves to the metayer form of tenure, and
stand in the way of great agricultural improvements, it 18 but
natural to expect. But at the same time, one can hardly shat .
his eyes to the manifest advantages of the system, and which,
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N particular, the cultivator must enjoy. Deriving his subsigt-

ence divectly from the earth, and having to pay lus landlord in
kind, the metayer at all events is secured from the risks and
hazards to which, the agricultural proletaire, and the cottier with
a money-rent to pay, are not unfrequently ex posed by the revo-
lations of commerce and the fuctustions of exchange. The
gifts of nature, in his case, aro never spoiled by the chances of
the market. His only dread lies in adverse seasons : but even
then he can throw himself on the proprietor, who is evidently
interested in keeping him alive. The proprietor, on his part,
bowever, need not on this account, be under constant appre-
hension of being burdened with the maintenance of his tenants.
In the direct and immediate interest given to the cultivator in
the fruits of his labour, society has a sort of guarantee against
the frequent occurrence of agricultural distress,—so far at least
_ as matters may be helped by human means. It helps also to
generate those habits of providence and foresight in the former,
which, except under unusually adverse circumstances, will serve
to secure him from absolute destitution or want.

Iin Tuscany, where the tenure under notice has been generally

vevalent under the livellari, but where its effects have not, as
in France, been thwarted by any kind of exclugive privileges
or distinetions,—so happily has it operated on the condition of
the peasantry, that, in noticing it, M. de Sismondi makes this
truly gratifying remark ;—“ C’est un modile digne d’étude, ¢’est
un doux tableau de variété, d’abondance, et de paix, sur lequel
il y a du plaisir a reposer les yeux.”

The commutation of produce into money-rent, has by many
been considered to be a step in advance. The example of
Ireland, at all events, gives no countemance to such a view of
the case. In judging of the state of the old Irish peasantry,
however, represented by every account to be the very embodi-
ment of wretechedness and want, it is necessary to make allowance
for the exceedingly faulty distribution made of their country’s
soil.  After its conquest by Henry IL of England, nearly the
entire island was by that monarch divided amongst only fen of
his favorite partizans | And his example—if we except, perhaps,
the disposal by James L. of certain counties in the province of
Ulster, which reverted to him by the revolt of Tyrone ;—has
almost uniformly been followed by his successors, whenever
forfeiture or failnre of issue presented opportunitics and the
means, No wonder then, that property being thus concentrat-
ed in the hands of- a few, the proprietors have been enabled to
impose their own terms on their tenants, and rent has risen to
monopoly rates ; and that a numerous and increasing peasantry
have been obliged by immediate and pressing want to bid
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against one another, reckless about means and future results,—
and reduced, at length, by the ever unrequitéd claims of the
landlord, to abject and helpless despair.

But independently even of this, the cottier system nnder
which the tenant has a money-rent to pay, and is without any
enduring interest in the soil he tills, must be attended with
other and serious disadvantages of its own. It is not enough
for the cultivator under this arrangement thet his fields have
smiled with a plenteons harvest. His landlord’s share must
be taken to the market, and converted into specie. By such
a process, however, he is not only subjected to great incon-
venience and loss of time,—often of serious import to one in a
situation like his ;—but is exposed, besides, to riske and un-
certainties by which the very bounties of nature may be made
to tell against him. When harvest fails, he is, of course, com-
Elet.ely undone. Then the proprietor of a cottier domain,

aving little to interest him in common with his tenant, feels
not much concerned about him or his works, If his demand
for rent is satisfied, he cares for little else. Seldom he thinks
of troubling himself with agricultural details, or occupying his
head with manures or modes of tillage. To angment his revenue,
he only tries to secure to himself as large a share of the actual
Eroduce as he possibly can. The cultivator, on the other
and, either removablo at pleasure, or holding on a lease
of brief duration at the best, has no inducement to introduce
changes or reforms which may shortly be turned against him-
self. He tries to make thHe best of the soil as it is, and cares
not though he leaves it exhausted at the expiration of his lease.
Indeed, at such times, it is commonly to his interest nob to
make matters put on a prosperous appearapce, such as may
authorize any sugmentation of rent. Tmprovements, therefore,
are thought of on neither side : a struggle only is maintained in
respect of the division of whatever under existing circumstances
can be produced. And, of course, as the more necessitous
party, and less able to abide his own time and terms, the tenant,
at aach renewal of the contest, has commonly the worse of the
bargain, and is compelled to make some fresh sacrifice on his
art.
: The cottier tenant, or whoever holds on a like recarions
tenure, may have yet graver hardships to endure. hole vil-
lages may be demolished, and thousands of families may be
expelled from their hearths and homes, to suit the convenience
or gratify the caprices of a single proprietor. Occurrences of
this kind have not been rare in the British Isles. For illnstra-
tion’s sake we shall only refer to the clearing of the Sutherland
estate, 'The clans, inhabiting the northern parts of Scotland,
5
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held, primarily, by a species of military tenure, the allotraents
of ground from which they derived their means of living. The
landlord was aleo their military head. Him they followed with
enthusiasm, and ever at his bidding they took up the sword.
But the rent they paid for their holdings was small. The Coun-
tess of Sutherland was- a most considerable proprietress ; but
according to the customary rates of the country, derived only a
slender income from her domains.  For the simple habits of her
ancestors, it bad sufficed. But then came acquaintance with
London life, and with it a desire for finery and elegance. A

lnrger revenue was required, but could not be raised from the

existing tenants. It was resolved, therefore, at once to clear
the estate of them, and convert the whole into pasture ground.
And, aceordingly, between the years 1811 and 1820, thousands
of families were chased away from their nabtive homes, even
with the assistance of armed wen, in order that the greab
countess herself might be enabled to appear with suitable
splendour in the ghttering saloons of fashion ! The law gave
these unhappy persons no title to the soil on which, for cen-
turies and generations, they had lived and fed.

In England, the intervention of what are called the gentle-
men-farmers has introduced a system of cultivation, the merity
‘of which have been very highly extolled. These men, it has been
said, undertaking to farm on a large and extended geale, and
being possessed of wealth and intelligence, must conduct the
operations of agriculture, under all those advantages which co-
operation, capital, and skill, can secure. As helping production,
therefore, their usefulness and value are not to be denied. But
a more important question certainly is—as to whether they
have helped in an equal degree, or even at all, to diffuse com~
fort and well-being among the agricultural classes 7 Whether,
in fact, the cultivator has gained any thing by his transition
from the state of a tenant, deriving his subsistence from
the earth direct, to that of a labourer depending for it on
wages receivable from a master by whom his services may be
engaged ?

ow all improvements which may be effected in agriculture,
must have a tendency to economise human labour. 'They may,
in fact, be resolved in a great measure to producing a given
quantum with & smaller number of hands, The ratio which, in
every community, the agricultural classes bear to the entire
mass of population, has been generally estimated at from two-
thirds to three-fourths of the whole. Bub so highly have the
productive capabilities of England been developed under the
anspices of her gentlemen farmers, that less than a third of the
inhabitants have been found sufficient for all the purposes of

L.
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cultivation. What, however, has become of those multitudes
of men who previously nsed to extract their subsistence from
the soil, but whom superior culture has rendered superfluous as
agricultural labourers? Of course they have left the country,
and sought for work in ftowns. But have they been always
needed there ? Has even the manufacturing mdustry of Eng-
land—extraordinary and unprecedented as its development has
been within the last fifty years,—been able to furnish employ-
mgnt to them all? An emphatic negative must be returned
for reply. Vast numbers have thus been cast loose upon the
world ; and panperism to an alarming extent has preva.iled.
More than a tenth of the entire nation is said to consist of ab-
solute paupers ; and their ranks are thickening fast. With
whatever admiration, therefore, we may be disposed to con-
template the triumphs of productive efficiency and skill in the
agricultural system under notice, we find but little cause for
congratulation when turning to survey its actual effects upon
the destinies of the million. The end has been sacrificed to
the means ; and produce increased at the expense of the labour-
ing poor. Truly did Johuston remark in his England as &b 18,
that “in the acquisition of wealth, the nation has made great
Progress, but in that distribution of it which seems best calcu-~

ated to impart moderate comfort on the one hand, and to abate

the pomp of superior position and the insolence of riches on the
other, the science of modern times is af fault, while the selfish-
ness conneeted with it revels, for the present, in unabated
trinmph.” .

The French Revolution, by breaking down the feudal arrange-
ments of property, led the way for that most important social
experiment—the division of land into small holdings, and endow-
ing the cultivators themselves with the ownership thereof. The
example has not been lost upon the other nations of Europe.
Switzerland, Prussia, Flanders, Norway, and parts of Italy and
Germany, have since been covered as well with peasant proprie-
tors ; and the results every where have been of the most cheer-
ing deseription. To satisfy one’s self on this head, it is heces-
sary only to refer to the claborate volumes of Mr. Kay on the
Soeial Condition, &e. of the People; as from the striking com-
parisons the author has drawn, the eye will perceive at a
glance how far, in the aforesaid countries,~—not merely in point
of comfort, butin infelligence and social position likewise,—
husbandmen with holdings of their own, are above those
degraded and miserable beings who held or still continue to
hold under the old regime of short and uncertain tenures.
Tt is impossible (says Alison) to travel through Switzerland,
the Tyrol, Norwu_};, Sweden, Biscay, and some other parts of
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FEurope, where the peasantry are ;:ropriutors of the land they
cultivate, without being convinced of the great effect of such a
state of things in ameliorating the condition of the lower orders,
and promoting the development of those habits of comfort and
those artificial wants which form the true vegulators of the
principle of inerease.”” In Switzerland, in particular, the
advantages of the system have manifested themselves in o
most conspicuous manner; and the air of ease and comfort
which smiles vound the dwellings of its peasantry, and the
Elenty with which their homes are blessed, have been noticed

v every intelligent observer. Yet the country is known to
be mountainous and barren, and subject to late frosts and
inconstant weather. But the spirit of the proprietor is ab
work within the bosom of almost every Swiss, and has roused
him to a degree of activity and exertion, vainly to be looked for
in the hired labourer or the precarious tenant.

Still it has been objected to peasant proprietorships that the
division of land into a great number of small estates is incom-
patible with a highly improved state of cultivation. Without
entering into an examination of the theoretical grounds on
which this objection has been based, we shall dispose of it by
merely referring to the actual state of husbandry in places
where peasant proprietorships have prevailed. Let us listen
for a moment to that intelligent and well-informed traveller
Mr, Samnel Laing. Speaking of the state of agriculture in
Tuscany, he observes :— Scotland or England can produce no
one tract of land to be compared to this strath of the Arno,
not to say for productiveness, because that depends upon soil
and climate, which we have not of similar quality to compare,
but for industry and intelligence applied to husbandry, for per-
fect drainage, for irrigation, for garden-like culture, for clean

" state of crops, for absence of all waste of land, labour, or manure,
for good cultivation, in short, and the good condition of the
Jabouring cultivator. These are points which admit of being
compared between one farm and another, in the most distinct
soils and climates. Ouar system of large farms will gain no-
thing in such a comparison with the husbandry of Tascany,
Flanders, or Switzerland, under a system of small farms.”

Or to take an example from a different quarter of the globe:
“ the immense territory of China (as says Mr. Lengdon) is
divided into patches of a few acres each, generally owned by
the occupant.” And still such has been the success of cultiva-
tion in the country, that ““ nothing (adds the same writer) ap-
pears so strongly to have roused the wonder of the early Mis-
sionaries to China as the agricultural skill of the natives.” He
further says, that °“there can hardly be a doubt that the
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Chinese manage to get more out of an acre of ground than
any other nation, the English alone excepted.”* .
‘Another objection to the peasant proprietor system rests on
the assumption, that excess of population will, in time, lead to
such a minute subdivision of land, as to render each parcel
entirely valueless and uncultivable by itself. Such threats
were hurled when that corner-stone of feudality—primogeni-
ture—was first knocked down in France. In half a century,
it was said, la grande nation will ¢ certainly be the greatost
pauper warren in Hurope, and will, along with Ireland, have
the honour of farnishing hewers of wood and drawers of water,
for all other countries in the world.”” But that half century
has elapsed, and the labouring population of France, notwith-
standing the increase of their pumbers by a third or about 8
millions of souls, continue to fare better, at present, without
even bringing an additional surface under culture, than when
the denouncement was made. But we shall meet the objection
in its full force. Over-population, to be sure, cannot be other-
wise than an evil ; but 1t must be so under all circumstances,
and under every conceivable distribution of land. That ought,
therefore, to be regarded as the best which is most likely to
restrain it by means of prudential considerations. And happily
the controversy here has been reduced within comparatively
narrow bounds. Political economists, so widely differing in
other points, haye been nearly uniform in maintaining that if
men can ever be induced to abstain from over-multiplying
themselves, it is only whén they have some present happiness
to care for, and known and defined elements to calculate upon
for the future, and when they have been imbned with some of
those habits and tastes, and feélings, which possession of pro-
perty is so apt to engender ; and that reckloss and improvident
marriages are never more likely to be contracted, than when
the majority of & nation is without any cerfain means of living,
and obliged to trust for everything to* chance. But pruden-
tial reasons may not prevail, or—as among the Chinese who,
like the Hindus, desire for issue on religious grounds,—may
be counteracted by the operation of other motives. Kven in
this last and worst view of the case, however, a minimum limit
has only to be set to the subdivision of land ; and we have to
choose between an overgrown population, with a few—a scarce-
ly appreciable fraction, m fact,—engrossing to themselves the
entire soil of the country, and wallowing m luxury and afflu-
ence ab the cost of starving millions, suuk either in absolute
pauperizm, or standing on the brink thereof—trusting to some
uncertain and precarious means of support ;—and an over-

grown population, of which near three-fourths—a very decided



