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TH E  French detachment, which marched under the command of 5 758.
Saubinet, againft Trinomalee, were refifled with bravery by the v—  

kellidar appointed by Kiftnarow of Fhiagar, who flood three affaults, ' 
in the 3aft of which the French ftormed the pagoda, and with much 
fury put 500 men to the (word. I his conqueft was gained on tne 
10th of September, and on the t6th Mr. Soupire appeared with a 
large divifion of the army before Carangoly, which Murzafabeg not 
thinking tenable had left with a few troops to refift flight af- 
faults, and returned with the reft to defend Trivatore. Carangoly 
fubmitted on the firft fummons, and at the fame time another de
tachment under the command o f the Chevalier de Crillon marched • 
againft Trivatore, where Murzafabeg, with 300 hbrfe of his own, 
joined by as many belonging to the Nabob, from Arcot, and a body 
of Sepoys, met the enemy in the field, and where fbon defeated and dif- 
perfed; in confequence of which Trivatore was re-taken without 
father refiftance. In the mean time Mr. Lally himfelf, with an 
efcort of hoi ie, vifited Alamparva, Gingee, Carangoly, Chittapet, 
and feveral minor pofts, and then came to Vandiwafh, where all the 
detachments had affembled from their different expeditions. Here he 
was joined by Mr. Buffy, who, leaving the troops which he had brought 
from the northward to the conduct of Moracin at Nelore, had paffed 
from hence with his private retinue, under rhe fafeguard of a pail- 
port granted by the prefidency of Madrafs. From Vandiwafh Mr,
Lally detached the Count D ’Eftaign with a part of the army to re-
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17^8, dace the fort o f Arcot, to whom Timcry iiirrendered in. the w ay 
October without refinance; and before he arrived at Arcot, Rajahfaheb had 

fucceeded in a negotiation with the Nabob s kellular to deliver up the 
fort on an infiguificant capitulation. M r. Lally, thinking that the tak
ing poffeffion o f the citadel o f the capital would magnify his reputa
tion in the province, refolved to receive the furrender in perfon, and 
made his entry into the fort on the 4th of October, under the dif- 
charge o f all the cannon; and dilpatched orders to Pondicheny 
and the other French garriions to proclaim the acquilition w ith the

fame ofteutation. .
T h e  Preiidency of Madrafs faw in thefe operations nothing but

what they expe&ed would have happened immediately after the fell o f 
Fort St. David; and the preiervation of Chinglapet, if in their power, 
oavc them more folicitude, than the abandoning o f all the other 

forts together, which the inferiority o f their force had left them no 
means S f preferring. A t  the requeft o f  the renter o f Chinglapet, they 
had lent two companies o f Sepoys to guard this fort, whllft hit, own. 
men w ith arms were employed in protecting the harvefts, anti the 
fame number o f Sepoys were fent at the fame time to gam fon 
ConW cram . Towards the end of Auguft a lieutenant was ap
pointed to command thofe in Chinglapet, and carried with, him an

other company. On the 14th o f September arived the company’s 
fhip Pitt, o f 50 guns: die failed from England on the 6th of M atch 
together’ with fix others, under the convoy o f the Grafton of 70, 
and the Sunderland of 60 guns, coming to reinforce M r. 1 ococke^s 
fquadron: on board of thefe (hips were embarked 900 m enof the king s 
tr0ops. embodied in a regiment under the command o f lieutenant colo
nel Draper, who with major Brereton, and 100 of the regiment, at rived 
md landed from on board the Pitt, but 50 had died on the palTage o f a 
contagion, then called the Bred fever, which had puffed during the war 
from the French marine into many Englifh drips. T h e  troops winch 
, ame in the Pitt, and the expectation that the other fhips with the 
reft would arrive before, the change of the monfoon, encouraged 
the Proficiency to fend four companies more of Sepoys to Ching- 
la n c f this reinforcement flopped the march of a conliderable de~

1 taehment,
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tachment, which had fet out on the 19th from Carangtfly. to attack 1758. 
that place, where, immediately after, arrived the two companies o f 
Sepoys from Conjeveram, retreating as foon as Trivatore was re
duced. T h e  garrilbn, now confifting of nine companies, was deemed 
almoft fufficient to maintain the fort, until relieved from Madrafs; 
and captain Richard Smith was appointed to take the command, and 
with him w ere lent two commiftioned officers, a ferjeant, a cor
poral, and 12 European gunners, and two field-pieces; fo that the 
whole number o f Europeans, including the ierjeants o f the Sepoys, 
were thirty cholen men, and captain Smith was ordered to defend 
the fort at all events and extremities. On the 25th, the fquadron 
Commanded by Mr. Pococke anchored in the road, having executed 
a fecret commiffion which had detained him all this while to the 

fouthward, and had given rife to a variety o f erroneous reports and 
conje&ures. T h e  Presidency -on die 25th o f A uguft had finally re- 
folved to recall M ajor Calliaud from Tritchinopoly, w ith all the 
European fokliers and Coffrees in the garrilbn, excepting fuch as 
were in the fervice o f the artillery, or annexed to the Sepoys, C a l
liaud, ju ft as he was ready to march, received intelligence on the 
.5th o f September, that a very large fleet o f Engjifh fhips were arrived 

at A njengo there; .which, although doubtful, required him to fuJpend 
his departure until, more certain advices., w h ich  he received on the 
15th, and the next day began his march with 180 Europeans and 50 
Coffrees, leaving, according to his inftruclions, the command o f the 
garrilbn, in which were now included the, 2000 Sepoys brought by 
Mahomed iffoof -from Tinivelly , to captain Tofeph Smith. Tfte 
detachment inarching through the, Tanjore country met every kind 
o f affiftance in their way, and on the 23d embarked from Nega- 

patam on board the fquadron,which arrived t wo days after at Madrafs.

T his reinforcement increafed-.fcbe. means- of, protecting Chinglapet; 1 
.and four more field-pieces, with .a-: complement o f Laicars to work 
them,, were font thither tin the 2<1 oftQdlober.

M r, T ally  at length law-,the importance o f this place, w hich, 20 
days before, he might have taken by efcalade in open day, and refolved 

to march againft it w ith his whole force as foon as he had fettled fome

arrange-

• ‘ /j#*- ' Gô X < ' : * / ’ • •



<SL
1 758. arrangements in the government of Arcot, and the adjacent countries.

In the mean time his communication with Chinglapet was opened by 
the poffeffion of Covrepauk and Conjeveram, which his detachments 
found evacuated. But his late acquifitions had not hitherto reimburfed 
the expeiices o f the field, nor eftablilhed his credit to borrow : fo 
that his treafury could barely iupply the pay of the fbkliers, and 
could not provide the other means o f putting the army in motion, 
and all that the government o f Pondicherry could immediately fur- 
ni£h was 10,000 rupees: pretending therefore much indignation at 

this disappointment* he diftributecl the troops into various canton
ments, and returned himfelf, accompanied by Mr. Bully, to Pondi
cherry, w here asufual he imputed the failure o f his intentions again!! 
Chinglapet to the milrnanagements o f the Company’s admlniftration. 
Notwithstanding his deep animofity to Mr. Bully, refpedt to the dif- 
tinguilhed charadter of this officer confined M r. L ally to the obter- 
vances o f public civility; which impofed on no one, as he had Bill 
more publickly expreffed his real opinions. T he rank which M r. 

f  Bully held at this time was only that of lieutenant colonel; and
befides Mr. Soupire, who was a major general, fix o f the officers ar
rived from France were colonels, who o f courfe muff command 
him on all fervices when afting together. T h e colonels, fenfible 
of the advantages which might be derived from his abilities, and his 
experience and reputation in the country, and how much the op
portunities would be precluded by the prefent inferiority of his 
rank, figned a declaration, requeuing, on thefe confi derations, that 
he might be appointed a Brigadier General, in fuperfeffion to them- 
felves, which would place him next in command to M r. Soupire.
T he public zeal which dictated this requeft, conferred as much 
honour on thole who made it, as their teltimony on Mr. Bully.
Their names, highly worthy of record on this occalion, were moftly 
ofanclent and noble defcent; D E,ftaign, de Landiviiiau, de la haire,
Bretueil, Verdiere, and Crillon. Mr. Lally could make no objection, 
but with his ufual afperity imputed the compliment to the influence 

of Mr. Bully's money, inftead of his reputation.
T h e
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T he approach of the ft or my moniooii warned the EngHfh fcjuadi on 
to quit the coaft; and Mr. Peeocke, as on all otrier occafions of con- October, 
fequence, confulted the Prefidency on the lecurity o f Madrafs dur
ing f-jis abfence. I hey were of opinion that the enemy, if at all, 
would not attack the town before the rains had ceafed, which gene
rally happens about the end o f November, and had no doubt of de
fending it until reinforcements fhould arrive, or the Iquadron return.
But as the latenefs of the feafon might deter the fhips expected from 
England from venturing on the coaft until the month of January, 
they requeued Mr. Pococke to lend the marines o f the iquadron; with 
which he complied without hefitation. One hundred men were 
landed, and on the n t h  the iquadron weighted anchor and failed 

for Bombay.
Mr. Moracin, having purpofely waited at Nelore until the end 

o f September, then began his march with the detachment left to his 
care by Mr, Bufiy, and was accompanied by Nazeabulla with the
troops of his government: proceeding through the woods and moun
tains of Bangar Yatcham Naigue, they arrived at the pagoda of 
Tripetty on the 5th of October, the clay on which the great annual 
feaft began ; which lafts 25 days. T hey were here joined by Abdul- 
wahab Caw n, with his troops from Chandergherry: they gave no 
difturbance to the pilgrims, but fummonecl the renter to dtfmifs his 
guards and deliver up the avenues, who, not having a force iufficient 
to make any effectual opposition, made propofals to rent the reve
nue of this, and the enfuing feafts, from the French, on the fame 
terms as he had hitherto held them from the Englifh government, 
and tendered a fum in hand, which Moracin accepted, and confirmed 
him in the employment. Then leaving a part o f his detachment to 
guard this valuable acquiiition, he proceeded on the 16th with the 
reft and the troops of Nazeabulla, to Areot,. through the country o f 
Bomrauze, who, inftead of oppofing their paffage, paid them a vifit.
But Abdulwahab, much offended that the management o f the pago
da, which had fo long been the object o f his wifhes, was not granted 
to himfclf, retired with his troops to Chandergherry. Nazeabulla

and ’
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j ,., f and Moracin umved at Arcot on the 12th, and leaving their troops 
wr'i"*r/ there went on to attend Mr. Laily at Pondicherry, 
oaojer. The de(-^ance of Mr. Laily from marching again ft Chinglapet

after the redu&inn of Arcot, gave the Prefidency of Madrafs encou
ragement and opportunity to ilrengthen that place more effectually.
The partizau Murzafabeg, having, ftlice the Picnch fucceffes, no 
employment tor the troops he had levied, had brought the heft oi 
them, 70 borfe and 200 Sepoys, to Chinglapet, where they were 
taken into the Company’s pay; and on the 30th of October it was 
determined to increale the garrifoa to 100 Europeans, and 1200 
Sepoys, to lend lev end pieces o f battering cannon, to lay-in three 
months proviffous, and to repair the works.. A t the fame rime 
Captain Smith was recalled to Madrafs, to ferve in his former em
ployment of aid-de-camp to Colonel Lawrence, and Captain 1 teflon 
uas 'lent to take the command of Chinglapet, which illnefs had 
obliged him to .quit. Before his arrival Captain L, Smith had de
tached Murzafabeg on the 29th, with four companies o f  Sepoys, 
and fome of the horic, to duknlgc a party of the enemy’s Sepoys, 
who had taken ,poft in the village o f Polipore, fituated about two 
miles from the other fide of the Paliar; Murzafabeg; attacked them 
at day -break, killed and wounded 20, difperfed the reft, and gathered 
60 of their mulkets,which they had thrown down in their flight.

T he arrival o f a veiled at Pondicherry on the 18th, from. Mau
ritius, which hi ought treafure, together w ith .100,000 rupees, 
brought by Mr. Moracin from l npetti, enabled Mr. L&lly to put 
the Erench troops into motion again. and, as the lymptoms of 
the rainy fcafon living back even at the end o f the month, parties 
began to atfemble at Carangoly, Salawauk, and Conjeveram, and Mr.
Laily himfelf came from Pondicherry to Vandiwalh. On the 2d 
of November 250 Europeans, 100 troopers, with lome black horfe 
and Sepoys, marched from Salawauk, and took poft again at Poli
pore, where they were joined on the 5th by 400 more Europeans, 
with feveral pieces of battering cannon, and a mortar: intelligence 
o f which came to Madrafs the next day, a few hours after the 
laft convoy of fupplies had fet out for Chinglapet; and as the

main-
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maintenance of  this place depended on the arrival of  thefe fup- 1 75 *̂
plies, it was refolved that raoo Europeans and i8oo Sepoys, by far j&ve'mbvc. 
the greeted part of the garnfonof Madrafs, fhoukl immediately take 
the field to cover them; of which one half, under the command of 
Lieutenant-colonel Draper, were to advance as far as Vendalore, 
within io  miles of Chinglapet; while!: the other, with Colonel Law
rence, were to halt at St. Thomas’s mount, ready to fupport Dra
per’s divifion: they marched on the yth in the morning; and the 
news flopped the French troops at Polipore from eroding the river, 
and the march of a detachment advancing from Conjeveram under the 
command of Saubinet, both intending to intercept the convoy; which 
got fafe into Chinglapet on the evening of the ninth. Colonel Draper 
continued at Vendalore until the n th , when he received fome in
telligence of the approach of the whole of the enemy’s army, on 
which he marched back with his divifion, and joined that with 
Colonel Lawrence at the mount,

Every day had prpved the good effed;; of re-eflabiifhing the pof- 
feffion of Chinglapet; for, under the protection of this barrier, the 
country behind, which is more extenfive than the difinds protected 
by Pondomaiee and Tripaffour, continued to furnifh Madrafs with 
daily fupplies of all kinds of provitions and neceffaries, by w hich 
the flock laid up in flore to fuftain the impending liege was laved; 
and to preferve this benefit as long as poflible, the troops which had 
been lent abroad with Draper and Lawrence were ordered to remain 
encamped at the Mount until the lafl hour which might endanger 
the fafetv of their retreat to the town; after which, as the bell of 
external means to protrad the liege when commenced, it was de
termined to have a body of troops in the field cliHind from thole 
already belonging to the garrifon, which, if nothing more, were to 
be continually employed in haralfing the enemy’s convoys of ftores 
and provifions. Accordingly a contract, which had for home months 
been under dilcuffion, was concluded with the agent of Morarirow 
for the lervrcc of 2000 Morattoe horfe, o f which 500 were to ar
rive in 25 days, and the reft in 45; but as no iureties were received, 
the punctuality of this affifhmce could not be relied on. The pre
fid eney, therefore, as a furer relource, ordered the commandant Ma- 
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1758. hornet1 Iffoof to take the field with 2000 of their own Sepoys from- 
November, the garrifon of Tritchinopoly; and requeued the king of Tanjore- 

mem 6 ' to join this body with 1000 of his hbrfe, and the Polygar T c idi- 
man, and even"the diftant Moravars, with the bed: of their troops; 
for whom, however, Mahomed Iftoof was not to wait; and, in cafe 
none of thefe allies arrived in time, he was empowered to ealift 500 
good horfe if  to be found in his march. The Nabob Till maintained 
:;oo horfe, part of whom attended his perfon at St. 1 home, and 
the reft were ditperled in the adjacent diilricts, who on the receipt 
of dome money joined the army at the M ount; to which all the 
Polygar* to the northward of Madrafs were likewile commanded to 
fend their troops; but none came: arid the' Partisan Murzafabeg,. 
having been refuted an increafe of pay which he demanded in this 
hour of neceflity, went off in the night with his 7° horfe and tome 
of his Sepoys, and took fervice with the French army at Conjeveram..

The troops, of whofe approach L.-Colonel Draper had received 
intelligence, were 500 irregular Sepoys, under the command o f an 
abtive adventurer named Lambert, with part of the horfe levied by 
Rajahfaheb, who hud been Cent forward to plunder and terrify the 
country. They crofted the Paliar, and on the 15th, appeared before 
Tripaffour, and attacked the pettah, but were repulled at the hedge 
which furrovmds it, with the lots of 20 men, by the Peons of the 
renter, and the two companies of Sepoys Rationed in the fort.

But the French army were not in fuch readiuefs. as the Engldh, 
imagined to commence the liege of Madrafs. A ll the draught 
bullocks which Pondicherry had been able to colled! were not fuf- 
ficient to traniport one half of the heavy artillery necefiary for the; 
attack; and the greateft part of the train, with many other ftores,. 
had been laden a month before on the Harlem taken from the 
Dutch,, which fhip failed acrofs the bay, in order to work to the 
northward on the other tide, when tire was to ftretch acrofs again 
and fall in with Mafulipatam, where the was to receive more cannon 
and ftores, and then come down the coaft to Madrafs. The time 
was elapfed in which a well-failing veffel might have made this paf- 
fage, and without news of the Harlem; and on this difappointment

Mr. Laily 
■**
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.Mr. Lally ordered another frore of artillery, which had been de- 175$. 
pofited at Aiamparva, to be lhipped on two trigates, the Diligence November, 
and the Expedition, which were in the road of Pondicherry, but 
laden for other voyages; fo that it would require a month before 
-they could get this artillery on board, and work up againft the wind 

- and current’ to Madrais. However, the French army might have 
advanced many days before, if they had not been in want of many 
other articles, which, although of much more minute detail, were 
equally of ahlolute neccflity. As loon as thele were lupplied, the 
fir ft division moved from Conjeveram on the 19th; but Mr. Lally 
being very ill, had detained the raferve until the 2ad, when the 
great body of the monlbon rain fell with the utmoft violence, and 
lafted without intcrmiffion for three days : the troops abroad, warned 
•by the iky, were on their march back to Conjeveram when the rain 
began, but nevertheless gained their way with much difficulty and 
diltrefs, and after it had ceafed, the furface of the country continued 
impaflable for feveral days.

Whilft the coiledfed, force o fio th  nations in the Carnatic were 
thus waiting the impending conmfil, each were equally iolicitous con
cerning the illccels of the armament.lent from Bengal into the north
ern provinces. Mr. Johnftone, who had been fent from Calcutta to 
concert preparations with the Rajah Anunderauze, arrived oil the 
1 2th of September at Vizagapatam, of which the Rajah s officers 
there immediately put him in pofleffion, as the Company s repre
sentative. The Rajah himfelf was encamped with his forces at Col- 
iimeotah, a fort 20 miles to the weft of Vizagapatam, and 15 inland 
from the fea. His letter to Mr. Johnftone expreffed nuich fatif- 
fadtion that the Engliih troops were coming, but fignified his in
tention not to furniih any money towards their expences. Tem- 
peftuous weather from the fouth delayed the arrival of the Flips and 
veffels with Colonel Forde until the 20th of Otlcber. As loon as 
the difembarkation was made, two of the Company’s Ihips were ft at 
back to Bengal; but the other, the Hardwieke, and the two {loops, 
remained to attend the progrels of the expedition, I he troops moved 
from Vizagapatam on the eft of November, and on the third joined

3 b 2 the
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, 7 r3. the Rajah and his army at Coffimcotab, from whence it was deter- 
mined to march agajhft Rajahmundrum, where Mr, Conflans had

WCU1 cohedted the French troops from all parts, and they were already- 
advancing to attack the Rajah; but, on hearing that the Engliih 
troops were in motion to join him, they halted and encamped..

Mr. Johnftone had difpatched the (loop in which he came, with 
advices'to Madrais of his reception at Vizagapatam*, on which they 
immediately fent away Mr. Andrews, with lev era! affifiants, to re- 
eftablifh the factory under their own authority, on which the fettle-- 
ment had always been dependent: They likewife fent Captain Cal- 
lenclar, an officer on the Madrafs eftablifhment, to aft as iecond 
under Colonel Forde. The veffel which brought them arrived at V i- 
izagapatam on the 21ft of November;, and Andrews with Callendar 

. immediately- went to the cainp, which, by long halts and flioit 
marches, had not yet advanced 30 miles beyond Coffimcotab. Various 
excufes were employed by the Rajah to extenuate this delay; but the 
real caufe was his repugnance to furnifh. the money which Colonel 
Forde demanded, who was not a lit$je offended at his evafions,, Mr.
Andrews, who, having been chief of Madapollam, had long been 
perfonally known to the Rajah, adjuflcd their differences by a treaty,, 
which ftipulated, ** that all plunder ffiould be equally divided ; that 

' “  all the countries which might he conquered fhould be delivered 
« to the Rajah, who was to colled! the revenues; but that the tea- 
« ports and towns at the mouths of the rivers ffiould belong to the 
« company, with the revenues of the didrifts annexed to them ; that 
« no treaty for the difpofal or reftitution, whether of the Rajah’s or 
« the Enftiffi poffeffions, ffiould be made without the content of 
« both parties; that the Rajah ffiould fupply 50,000 rupees a month 
“  for the expenccs of the army, and 6aoo, to commence from their ^
« arrival at Vizagapatam, for the particular expenccs of the officers.” '
He held out likewife other proposals of future alliance, which be had 

not yet authority to ratify.
The united forces now moved in earnefl, and on the 3d of De

cember came in fight of the enemy, who were encamped 40 miles on
this fide of Rajahmundrum, in a ftrong fituation which commanded

the
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the high road, near a village called Gallapool, and in fight of a fort ^  
called Peddipore. They had 500 Europeans, many more pieces ot Decembew 
cannon than they could ufe at once, a great number ot the troops 
of the country, of which 500 were horfe, and 6000 Sepoys. 1 -
Enelith force embarked from Bengal, only 30 Europeans and a tew 
Sepoys were wanting, who had been left lick at Vizagapatani; : > 
that there were in the field 47° Europeans, and 1900 Sepoys. I he 
Rajah had 500 paltry horfe, and 5000 foot, tome with aukward fire
arms, the reft with pikes and bows: but he had collected 40 mo- 
peans, who managed four field-pieces under the command of Mr.
Briftol; betides which his own troops had tome ufelefs cannon. Un 
the 6th, the English and the Rajah’s army advanced and took pot- 
feffion of a village called Chambole, on the high road likewiie, 
within four miles of the enemy, when each deemed the fttuation of 
the other too ftrong to be attacked ; on which Colonel horde, as tiie 
only means to draw the enemy from theirs to a general action,  ̂re
vived to march round and regain the road to Rajahmundrum in their 
rear, by paffing under the hills to their left, where the enemy could 
not derive much advantage from their hoi ie. The Rajah approved ; 
ami on the 9th, at four in the morning, the Enghfh troops were 
in motion ; but the Rajah’s with their ufuai indolence not prepared 
to march. Near the foot of the hills, about, three miles to the right 
of the village of Chambole, was another called Condore, to gain 
which, the Englith troops having filed from the right, were in 
march, when, at day-break, they heard a ftrong cannonade towards - 
the Rajah’s camp. It was from 6 guns, which Mr. Conflans, igno
rant of Colonel Forde’s march, had fent on in the night,, under the 
guidance of an intelligent deferter, who had noticed a i'pot that bore 
upon the camp ; and Mr. Conflans was following to lupport them with 
his whole army and the reft ol his field-artdleiy. Ihe Rajah ft,in 
meffages after meffages, which met the Euglifh troops returning to his 
relief; and his own, quickened by the danger, were removing as fall 
as they could out of the reach of i t ; and having, in much confufion, 
joined the Englith, continued marching on with them to the village 
of Condore, where all arrived at eight o’clock,. T he enemy, although

from.

/
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I)txmbe. Englifh or the Rajah’s troops remained within probable reach,
'When arrived at the village o f Condore, the army was juft as far 

as before from the French encampment at Gallapole, Intt with better 
ground between, and village midway, which would afford a fhrong 
advanced poft. Mr. Conflans imagined that the Englifh troops had 
marched from their encampment to Condore, in order from hence 
to take poffeffion of this village, and in this perfuafion croffed the 
plain to prevent them, with his-whole army, and fuccecded in his 
wifh without interruption; for Colonel Forde remained halting at 
Condore, to regulate his future motions by the enemy’s. Mr. Con- 
flans imputed this inaction to a confeioufiuefs of inferiority, and now 
imagined that the Englifh intended to march back to their encamp
ment at Chambole, to prevent winch, he formed his line, and ad
vanced in much hafte, and little order.

The French battalion of Europeans was in the centre of the line, 
with 13 field-pieces, divided on their flanks, the horfe, 500, were on 
the left of the battalion ; 3000 Sepoys formed the right wing, arid 
the fame number the left, and with each wing were five or fix 
pieces of cumbrous cannon. The Englifh army drew up with, 
their Europeans in the centre, the fix field-pieces, divided on 
thisir flanks; the 1800 Sepoys were likewife equally divided on 
the wings. Colonel Forde placed no reliance on the Rajah’s in- , 
fantry or horfe, and ordered them to form aloof, and extend on 
■ each flank of the Sepoys : all this rabble kept behind, but the rene
gade Europeans under Briftol, who managed the four field-pieces 
belonging to the Rajah, advanced, and formed with the divifion of 
artillery on the left, of the Englifh battalion. The line having had 
time, were in exact order, and had advanced a mile in front o f the 
village of Condore, during which, the enemy cannonaded hotly from 
all their guns. A t length the impetuofity of the enemy’s approach, 
who came on, out-marching their cannon, obliged the Englifh line 
to halt for a&ion; and it chanced that the whole of their bat
talion flopped near and oppofite to a field of Indian corn, which 
.was grown fo .tall that it entirely intercepted them from the enemy;

■ V r  but
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but the Sepoys on the wings were free in the plain on each hand. ^ 75^
Por what reafon is not known, Colonel Forde had ordered his, Sepoy s p ccember* 
to furl their colours, which, betides the principal flag, are levera 
fmall banners to a company,* and to let them lay on the grouiu.

during the action. ^ ,
' T h e Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s wings greatly, outstretched
the wings of the Englifh line, and came on each in a curve to 
gain then flanks ; the French battalion in the centre, inftead of ad
vancing parallel to where by the wings they might judge the centre 
o f the English line would be, inclined obliquely to the right, which 
brought them beyond the field, of Indian corn, oppofite to the Englifh 
Sepoys on the left w m g ; whom from then led jackets, and ths 
want of their ufual banners, they from the dr ft approach miftook 
for the Englifh battalion;, refpedting them as inch, they halted to 
drels their ranks before they engaged, and then began to fire in 
platoons advancing, but: at the diftance of 200 yards. Neverthciels, 
this was fi.ifficie.ut; for the Sepoys, feeing them Selves attacked with
out cover by Europeans in front, and the horfe and multitude of the 
enemy’ s Sepoys, gaining their rear, or coming down on their flank,.
Scarcely preserved courage to give their fire, hurried, Scatteied, and 
without command ; and then immediately broke, and ran away to 
Shelter themfelves in the village o f Chambote,and were followed by the 
neareftof the enemy’s horfe. This fuccefs was greater than even die 
confidence of the enemy expecled; and feveral platoons of the French 
battalion were fetting off to purfue them likewise, when they law a 

' line of men with Shouldered arms marching faft and firm from be
hind the field of Indian corn acrofs their way, to occupy the ground 
which the Sepoys had abandoned.

Colonel Forde had been with the Sepoys before their flight, en
couraging them to resolution ; but faw, by the ufual- Symptoms of 
trepidation, that they would not ftand the Shock, which prepared 
Him to order the judicious movement, which the officers were now 
performing with fo much fteatfinefs and Spirit. Captain Adnet 
commanding on the left, led the line, and as Toon as the laft files* 
were, got clear of the corn, the word was given, when the whole

halted*
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1758. halted, and faced at once, in full front of the enemy. This motion 
DeTemberi was quickly executed ; for the forcmoft man had not more than 300 

yards to march, and the field-pieces were left behind. During this 
ihort interval, the French battalion, were endeavouring with much 
buttle to get into order again,; for tome of their platoons had advanced 
a confiderable diftance before others; and thus the fire of the Englith 
line commenced before the enemy’s was ready; it was given in di- 
-vifions, that is, the whole battalion divided into five, and began from 
Captain Adnet’son the left,which was within piftol ttiot, and brought 
down half the enemy’s grenadiers ; the fire ran on, and before the time 

■ came for Adnet’s divifion to repeat theirs, the whole of the enemy’s 
line were in confufion, and went about running faft to regain their 
guns, which they had left half a mile behind them on the plain.

The ardour of the Englifti battalion to purfue was fo great, that 
Colonel Forde judged it heft to indulge -it in. the inftant, although 
not certain of the fuceefs of the Sepoys on the right, but concluding 
-that the enemy’s ...Sepoys who were to attack them, would not con
tinue dong, if  they law their Europeans completely routed. The 

■ order was given‘for the battalion to march on in following divifions, 
the left leading- Nothing could reprefs their eagernefs. All marched 
too faft' to keep their rank, excepting the fourth divifion commanded 
by Captain Yorke, who to have a referve for the whole battalion, if 
broken, as the enemy had been, by their own impetuofity, obliged his 
men to advance in ftrict order. The French battalion rallied at their 
guns, which were 1:3 in number, fpread in different brigades, or fets 
as they chanced to ftand when left by the troops advancing to the 
action. This artillery began to fire as icon as the ground was dear 
of their own- troops, and killed lbme men, which only quickened 
the approach of the divifions to dole in with the guns, of which 
leveral fired, when the firft divifion was within piftol {hot, and Ad net 
fell mortally wounded; but his men rufiring on drove the enemy 
from the guns they attacked, and the other divifions following with 
the fame fpirit, obliged them to abandon all the others. #

The day, if not completely victorious, was at leaft fecured 
from reverie by the poffdfion of all the enemy’s field artillery fit 

* for

.
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for quick firing; but their camp, to which they were retiring, ftill 
remained to be attacked; and Colonel Forde halted until joined by December, 
his Sepoys, and, if they would come, by the Rajah s troops.

The Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s right wing were in their turn 
panic-llruck by the lire of the Englifh battalion routing their own, 
and al! turned to gain the rear of the guns, keeping aloof to the left 
o f the Englifh divifions; and then went off again with the F rench 
battalion to the camp. Their left wing of Sepoys behaved better, 
advancing to the ufe of mufketry agajnft the Englifh Sepoys ot the 
left, with whom the battalion, when filing off to oppofe the French, 
left the three field-pieces of their right; and the Sepoys, encou
raged by this afliftance, the ardour of the Europeans marching off, 
and the fipirit of their own commander Captain Knox, maintained 
their ground, facing and firing in various directions behind the 
banks of the rice fields, in which they had drawn up. The enemy’s 
wing nevertheless continued the diftant fire, until they ("aw their 
battalion of Europeans quitting their guns, and the Sepoys and horfe 
of the right retreating with them to the camp; when they went off 
likewife; ft retching round to the left of the Engiiftv battalion halting 
at the guns, and keeping'ou-t of their reach. Captain Knox then ad
vanced to join the battalion with his own Sepoys, and the fix field- 
pieces, and had collected moft o f the fugitives of the other wing. Mef- 
fages had been continually fent to the Rajah’s horfe to advance, but 
they could not be prevailed upon to quit the flicker^ of a large tank, at 
this time dry, in which they, his foot, and himfelf in the midft of 
them, had remained cowering from the beginning of the aCtion,,

A s foon as the Sepoys joined, and all the necertary difpoiitions 
were made, which took an hour, Colonel Forde advanced to at
tack the enemy’s camp; but, not to retard the march, left 
the field-pieces to follow. A  deep hollow way parted along the 
fkirt of the camp, behind which appeared a confiderable number of 
Europeans regularly drawn up, as if  to defend the paflage of the 
hollow way, and feveral foot were fired from heavy cannon planted 
to defend the approach. Juft as the Englifh troops came near, and 
the firrt: divifion of the Europeans kept out to give their fire, the 

V o l . II. 3 C  field-
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1758. field-pieces were arrived within (h ot; on which all the enemy went 
December to t}ie right-about, abandoned their camp, and retreated, feemingly 

every man as he lifted, in thd utmoff confulion; but the Etiglifh 
battalion crofting after them, many threw down their arms, and 
furrendered themfelves prifbners. Mr. Conflans had previoufly fent 
away four of the (mailed: field-pieces j and the money of the m i
litary cheft, laden for expedition on two camels. T h e fpoil of the 
field and camp was 30 pieces o f cannon, mod of which were 
brafs; 50 tumbrels, and other carriages laclen with ammunition;
(even mortars from thirteen to eight inches, with a large provifion 
of (hells; xooo draught bullocks, and all the tents o f the French 
battalion. Three of their officers were killed in the field, and 
three died of their wounds the fame evening ; 70 o f their rank 
and file were likewile killed, or mortally wounded : fix officers and 
50 rank and file were taken prifoners, and the fame number of 
wounded were fuppofed to have efcaped. O f  the Englifh battalion,
Captain Adnet and 1 5 rank and file, were killed; Mr. Macguire, the 
pay-maftcr, and Mr. johuftone, the commiffary, who joined the 
grenadiers, two officers, and 20 o f the rank and file, were wounded; 
the Sepoys had 100 killed and more wounded. No viftory could be 
more complete. Mr. Conflans, the commander of the French army, 
changing horfes, arrived on the full gallop at Rajahmundrum before 
midnight, although the diftance is. 40 miles from the field on which 
the battle was lo ft; the troops took various routs, but mod of them 
towards Rajahmuiidrum.

The cavalry of Anunderauze, although incapable o f fighting, 
were very a6tive as fcouts to obferve the flying enemy, and the con
currence o f their reports determined Colonel Forde to fend forward 
500 Sepoys, which in the army were ranked the firfl battalion of 
thefe troops, under the command of Captain Knox. T h ey were in 
march at five in the afternoon. The next day intelligence was re
ceived that many of the enemy’s Europeans, and fome o f their black 
fugitives, had flopped at Rajahmundrum ; on which 1000 more 
Sepoys were fent to join thofe with Captain Knox ; and the whole, 
now 1500, arrived there at break of day on the 10th.

This,



( f f l  ' . <s£
v%>----j>y

Book X, T h e  N o r t h e r n  P r o v i n c e s , 383

This city, the capital of the province, is fituated on the eaftern bank 1758, 
o f the Godaveri, 40 miles from the fea. In the middle of the town, DTTnXier. 
and near the river, hands a large fort, with mud walls of little de
fence, The French troops, having loft all their heft; cannon, would 
not fcruft to thofe in the fort, and report had reprefented the Englilh 
Sepoys as the whole army, the Rajah’s and all, in full purfuit; and 
in this perfuafion they had begun to crofs the river at midnight.
Fifteen Europeans, with all the ftores, baggage, and bullocks, which 
had efcaped from this battle, had not yet embarked, and were im tnef 
diately feized ; a boat loaded with many more Europeans was. in the 
ftream; and four final! field-pieces, with a thirteen-inch mortar of 
brafs taken out of the fort, had juft reached the other fhore when 
the Englilh Sepoys arrived, who fired for half an hour, as well with 
their mulkets as from the cannon of the fort, upon the boat and the 
oppofite Ihore, which deterred the enemy from carrying off the field- 
pieces and mortar, or from remaining near them ; and a party of 
Sepoys crofting the river in boats, brought then! back the lame day 
without moleftation : a large quantity of ammunition and military 
ftores, laid up for the French army, was taken in the fort.

Colonel Forde, with the reft of the Englifh forces, arrived at Ra- 
jahmimdrum the next day; but the Rajah, with his, remained at 
Peddipoor, performing the ceremony of burying'the few of bis people. 
which had chanced to be killed by the ftraggling fhot of the fight.
The I lardwicke, and the two lloops, were at anchor on the coaft tome 
leagues above the field of battle, which is about 10 miles from the 
fea; and the day after the victory they failed to cruize on the enemy’s 

wveffels between Malulipatam and their fadlories on the Godaveri: 
and a few days after the fhip Thames was ^patched from Viza^a- 
patam, fully laden with provifions, to Madrafs.

The delay of every day which had retarded Mr. Lady from ad
vancing againft Madrafs was an advantage gained ; Captain Jofeph 
Smith commanding in Tritchinopolv, as fbon as he received the 
orders of the Prefidency, equipped 2000 Sepoys from his garrilon, 
and delivered them, with two fmall field-pieces, to the command of 
Mahomed Kloof, who crofted the Coleroon with this force on the

3 ^ 2  2 ift
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j"^8. 21ft of November, without waiting for the troops of the allies,
/ who{-e affiPanee the Prefidency had requefted. T he polygar Tondi- 

man gave a durances, and was really collecting dome, but the Mo- 
raver had returned no anfwer, and the king ol 1 anjoie had exprel- 
fed himfelf in luch equivocal terms, that the Prefidency refolved to 
fend Major Calliaud, in whom the king had confidence, to convince 
him of the impolicy of his indifference : accordingly this officei 
embarked on the 30th in a common maiToolah, intending to land 

at Tranquebar.
The French army moved again from Conjeveram on the 29th of 

November, advancing on the high road towards Madrals: but a 
large detachment, under the command of Mr.Soupire, pi oceeded along 
the"bank of the Paliar, with orders to halt between the river and 
Chinglapet. On the fame day the partizan Lambert, with his troops 
and two fmall field-pieces, attacked the pettah of Pondomalee, which 
the Enfign, Crowley, attempted to defend, but was driven into the 
fort with the lot's of 30 or 40 of his Sepoys killed and wounded, 
and two of their ferjeants, Europeans, were made prifeners. On the 
4th of December, Mr. Lally reconnoitred the fort of Chinglapet in 
perfon, within muiket-lhot; and, contrary to the found rules of war, 
and perhaps his own conviction, determined to leave it in his rear.
On the yth, the whole army halted at Vendaloor, and Lambert s 
party appeared in light of the Mount, where the Englifh aimy had 
been reinforced with 400 more Europeans from the town, being all 
that remained, excepting the invalids and artillery: 300 had been 
nofted, a mile and half in the rear of the main camp, at Sidapet or 
the little Mount, to guard the bridge and ford over the river of St.
Thome ; but on the night after the appearance of Lambert’s party, 
thefe troops were lent back to the town, and the lame number weie 
detached to fupply their place from the camp; for Colonel Lawrence 
had no intention to rilk a general atfion. In the afternoon of the 9th, 
a confiderablq,body of the enemy appeared in fight of the Mount; 
but Mr. Lally had left his camp {landing at Vendaloor, of which 
Colonel Lawrence received intelligence, and regarded this appear
ance of not moving far from it, as a feint to cover the intention of

a forced
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„ forced march in the night, higher up, acrofs the river of St.

Thome, \vhich might bring the French army^before Dc« mbtr*
tween the Englifh camp and Mad raft, and cu ° J' marched 
the town: he therefore immediately ftruck. ins ea ? ‘ 
back with the whole army to the Choultry plain.

The ground fo called commence* about 2000 yards feuth-v 
* .  white town of Madrafs, or Fort St. George from which it 
fepa7a,ed by two rivers. The one, called the river of 1 r.pl.cane 
... 1; 1. .-r from the weft gains the fea about a thoufand yards to the
fouthof the glacis. The other coming from the north-weft, paflem 
near the weftern fide of the black town, the extremity of which ,a 
hivl, ground, which the river rounds, and continues to the ea , 
until within .00 yards of .lie fea, where ,t wafheth the foot o f he 
rrlacis, and then turning to the fouth continue* parallel with the 

beach, until it joins the mouth and bar of the
From the turning of the river at the high ground, a canal. ltnki. g 
to the fouth, communicates with the river of lnpl.cane. The 
low ground included by the channels of the two rivers and the ca
n al,Is called theiftand, which is about 3000 yaitls in cneumie- 
rence , 200 yards from the (hand of the lea is a long bridge 
leading from the ifland over the Triplicane river, to a road which 
continues fouth to the town of St. Thome. Another bridge over 
the canal, leads to the weft, and amongft others to a village 
called Eemote, from which this bridge takes its name. _°mmg 
from theTfouth or weft, thefe two bridges afford the only convenient 
accefs to the fort or white town, excepting another along the brand 
of the tea, when the bar of the Triplicane river is choked with land.
A ll the ground between the St. Thome road and the fea is idled 
with villages and enclofures; and fo is that on the leit, for half 
"a mile towards the Choultry plain* from which a roar, and Eveiai 
finaller paffages lead through them to the St. I home Koad.

It was neither the intention o! the Prehdmcy, not ot v-olonei 
Lawrence himfelf, to rilk the army on the Choultry plain, more 
than they had at the Mount; for a defeat in the field was the certain
iofs of Madrafs, as the enemy in their fuperiority had 300 European

hoile*
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1758. horfe, excellently mounted and difciplined; the greateft number 
j ) ^ ^ r which had hitherto appeared together in India. T h e  intention 

was to gain time, for every day was precious; and not to dilpirit 
the troops, who were to fuftain the impending fiege, and might 
have made finifter reflections if  they had been haftily led back w ith
in the walls, before their own underflan dings were convinced o f the 
necefhty. The ground and the advantages which were taken o f it 
by Colonel Lawrence, fecured their retreat, when it fhould become 
neceflary.

T he Choultry plain extends two miles to the weft o f the enclo- 
fures which bound the St. Thome road, and terminates on the 
other fide at a large body o f water called the Meliapore Tank, 
behind which runs with deep windings, the Triplicane river.
T h e road from the Mount paftes two miles and a half under the 
mound of the tank, and at its iffue into the Choultry plain, was a 
kind of defile, formed by the mound on one hand, and buildings 
with thick enclofures on the other. Colonel Lawrence, retreating 
from the Mount, halted and remained during that and the next day, 
which was the 1 oth, oppofite to this defile. O n the 11 th he cut 
through the mound of the tank, which fwamped the whole length 
of the road, and then retreated to the other extremity of the plain, 
clofe to the enclofures neareft the Triplicane river. In this fitua- 
tion his field-pieces commanded the road leading acrols the plain to 
that part of the enclofures through which this road continues to that 
o f St. Thome, which from the junction continues ftraight to the 
bridge of Triplicane. Three companies o f Sepoys were advanced in 
front on the left, to a choultry ftanding at the fkirt of the plain, 
where the road enters the enclofures.

The French army remained at the Mount during the n th , but 
marched before day-break on the 12th; and at futt-rile all their E u
ropean cavalry, having taken a circuit to the fouth o f the plain, ap
peared at the choultry fo unexpectedly, that the Sepoys fcarcely 
ftaid to give their firft fire, and ran into the enclofures on their left, 
through which they gained the main body. T h e cavalry, thinking 
themfelves fecured by a fmall grove, which was in the rear o f the

choultry,
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choultry, drew up in. the front of it, but were immediate!) annoyed by 1758. 
the advanced field-pieces; of which, feveral fhot made way through j%cember. 
the trees and killed three troopers; on which, all gal lopped away to 
the St. Thome road, intending, it fhould feem, to pufh to TViplicane- 
bridge, and then either continue on the ifland, or advance along the 
ftrand of the river in the rear of the Euglilh army; but oppofite to the 
governor’s garden, 500 yards from the bridge, they, found the road 
ilockaded acrols, as well as the lane on the left, along the garden-wall, 
by which they might iikewife have come round ; and in thefe two 
polls were three companies of Sepoys, with two guns; and the St.
Thorne road, for a long way, had no other iffue to the left. The 
firfl fire from the ftockades drove the cavalry up the road until out 
of reach.

Mean while the main body of the French army appeared ifTu- 
mg from along the mound of the Meliapore tank, and advanced 
along the road, which was’ here between an avenue of trees, 
cannonading at intervals from feme of their field-pieces: they 
were anfwered without intermiffion by fix from the Englifh line, 
until their van were half through the avenue, and within 1000 
yards, when Colonel Lawrence ordered the retreat. The line 
marched off their ground by the right, and palling a village called 
Chindadrapettah, croied the river of Triplicane, where it was,for
dable without difficulty; they then continued round two or three 
hamlets to the Egmore bridge, which leads over the canal into the 
Wand. Here they halted lome time to receive a guard of 30 Europeans 
ported in a redoubt at Egmore, in which was the powder-mill of 
the garrilon. A s foon as this party joined, the whole army eroded 
the bridge, and after dome detachments of Europeans and Sepoys had 
been draughted and lent to defend the partes of the black town, 
the reft of the army marched into the fort. Mr. Lully gave no in
terruption to the retreat, probably becaufe he lufpeited' lome ftrata- 
gems- Three Europeans were killed in the cannonade, but the 
French loft iq , and as many wounded.

A t the lame time that the main body of the- French army were 
advancing to the Choultry plain, their irregular Sepoys with Lam

bert
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j .g_ berthad proceeded along the fouth fide of the San Thome river, in 

IriccllTjcr order to attack a redoubt fituated on the fide of it near the fea.
The guard was only one company of Sepoys, who, getting intelli- 

' gence in time, retreated along the beach and arrived fafe in the

fgarrilon.
As foon as Colonel Lawrence came into the fort, the council of 

the Prefidency alfembled, and by an unanimous vote committed the 
defence of the fiege to the governor Mr. Pigot, recommending to him 
to confult Colonel Lawrence on all occafions, and on extraordinary 
emergencies to aflemble a council of the fuperior officers of the gar- 
rifon. The French army immediately encamped on the ground which 
the Englilh had quitted, but lent a detachment acrofs the Tripli- 
cane river, which took poft in the redoubt at Lgmore.

As the French army were advancing from the Mount, 300 Euro
peans, with two twelve-pounders, had been fent off under the com
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Murphy, againft Pondamalee. They 
arrived at noon, and Murphy fummoned Enfign Crowley, with 
threats, as refilling in an untenable poft, although the fort was of 
ftone, and furrounded by a wet ditch. On Crowley’s refufal, the 
twelve-pounders were employed until night, when 20 of the 
French detachment had been killed or wounded, and little damage 
had been done to the w a ll; but the Sepoys within, expending nei
ther luccour nor quarter, began to waver; on which, Crowley 
marched with them out of the fort in deep filence at midnight, and 
palling where he was apprized the enemy kept flight watch, got 
out of reach before they were ready to purfue; and, knowing the 
country, came in the next morning by the north of the black town.
The number was 500, in five companies, of which three were the 
garrifon of Pondamalee, and two had retreated hither from the fort 
of Tripaffore.

Their arrival brought in the laft of the troops, ftationed in diftant 
out-pofts, and completed the force with which Madrafs was to fill- 
tain the fiege. The roll of the European military, including the 
officers with 64 topaffes, and 89 coffrees incorporated in the compa

nies,
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nies, amounted to 1758 men. The Sepoys were 2220. O f the 1758. 
Europeans 24 were troopers mounted. The Nabob’s horfe were D^^ber.
200 ; but, from experience, very little fervice was expedited from 
them. The European inhabitants not military were 150 men, 
and they were appropriated without diftindtion to ferve out ftores 
and provifions to the garrifon. The native boatmen, who alone 
can ply acrofs the furf, had been retained by fpecial encourage
ments, and their huts, with their maffoolas or boats, extended 
under the wall next the fea, where it was fuppofed not a fliot 
was likely to fall. The Nabob, with his family and attendants, 
had come into the fort on the day that the army retreated from the 
Mount; but although lodged in one of the beft houfes, were much 
ftraitened for want of the room and conveniences to which they had 
been accuftomed.

The French army continued on the other fide of the Triplicane 
river during the day they arrived from the Mount, and all the next; 
but at two in the morning of the 14th were in motion, and having 
palled the river where the Englilh had crofted, proceeded at the back 
of Egmore to the village of Viparee, which is about a mile to the 
north-weft of that poft, and from whence a good road leads nearly 
weft to the northern part of the black town. Parts of the ancient 
bound hedge, and the ruins of fome guard-houles, ftill remained 
along the north and weft fides of the black town; and, with 
the channel of the northern river, rendered the greateft part of the 
weftern fide very defenfible: but on the fide facing the north, were 
many gaps, too open to be maintained. The army, having advanced 
to the ford acrofs which the road from V iparee leads into the town, 
fired their field-pieces before them, which the guards returned 
with their mulketry, but the Sepoys only with one fire, and then 
ran away. The Europeans, neverthelefs, defended the ford, and 
feveral other acceffes on either hand, until they perceived that feve- 
ral parties of the enemy had entered on the north fide; when all 
retreated as faft as they could to the fort, and none were inter
cepted. In the ikirmifhes, three of them had been killed ; but of the 
enemy, eleven. Soon after, the whole of the French army ap-

V o l . II. 3 D peared



<SL
39° T he  W a r  of  C orom an del. Book X.

. x 758. peared in the fouthern parts of the town, where the ftreets opened
December, ^P011 the efplanade of the fort. The regiment of Lally took up 

their quarters hear the beach of the fea. Lorrain, with the batta
lion of India, on the riling ground to the w eft; but both be
hind buildings which fcreened them from the lire of the 
ramparts. A  multitude of the natives, with the uiual defpon- 
nency ot their charabler,.had remained in their habitations until the 
laft hour, and now came pouring upon the glacis, imploring admit
tance into the covered way, but were refilled, and adviled, to make 
their efeape as well as they could in the ijight; fevexal fpies and 
two or three deferters came mingled amongft them, who reported 
that the French troops were all employed in ran lacking the houfes, 
and that they had difcovered lcveral warehouses filled with arrack, 
with which moft of them had already got drunk; and liich as were 
perceived from the town, appeared ftaggering under their loads and 
liquor; on which it was refolded to make a ftrong fally before they 
ihould have time, to, recover therofelves.

Five hundred of the heft men wex-e draughted, and given to the 
command of Lieutenant-colonel Draper, who luggefted the deftgitj 
and 100 with Major Brereton were to follow a little while after, as 
a covering party. At eleven o’clock Draper’s detachment marched 
out of the weftern ravelin.; two companies of grenadiers led the 
line, but the two field-pieces were in the rear. Their way was firft,
300 yards ftfaight on to the weft, where a bridge croffes a ftagnated • 
arm of the river that communicates with the weftei a ditch of the fort.
This bridge gives accefs to and from the black town by the afcent 
of the fifing ground, and is laid pointing to the n . w . the afcent 
begins almoft as loon as you have crofted the bridge, and the road 
to the top continues about. 300 yards in that direction, when 
it turns into.a long ftreet of Indian houfes, which runs nearly north 
and louth, and is crofted by feveral others on. either hand. Such 
was the negligence and ieeurity of the French army, that they did 
not perceive the approach of the detachment, until apprized by a 
miftake of the Englilh drummers, moft of whom being black boys, 
began to beat the grenadiers march as foon as they entered the ftreet:

on
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on which the whole line from one end to the other fet up their huzza; 
but even on this warning the enemy did not look out with Sufficient December, 
attention to be certified in which ftreet the detachment was advancing, 
but drew up at the head of another, which ran parallel to it, about 
ioo yards on the left; in which they advanced 2 or 3 platoons 
about 50 yards lower down, at the opening of a crols-ftreet which 
gave a Straight communication between the two: the English tioops 
marching on did not receive a Shot until they came oppofite to tms ad
vanced guard, which then fired, and with execution, for the diftance 
was point blank: the .firft of the line returned the file, but being the 
company qf grenadiers halted no longer than this operation, and 
then proceeded; for Draper, knowing how near, and where the 
enemy’s main body were drawn up, would not flop the line, but 
Stationed two platoons from the Succeeding companies to continue 
the fire, and prevent the enemy from breaking through the Street.
He at the fame time ordered the two field-pieces to advance from the 
rear to the front, and the troops marching in whole files opened to- 
the right and left to let them p a fs ; but before they were brought 
up, the grenadiers and fome more had pufhed on to the head 
of the long ftreet, in which they were marching. This was 
terminated by another much broader that eroded it, coming on the 
right from the efplanade of the fort to the eaft, and continued 100 
yards on the other hand to the weft of the long ftreet, where the 
crofs-ftreet turned to the north and then again to the weft. In that 
part of the crofs-ftreet to the left appeared the regiment of Lorrain, 
with four field-pieces, drawn up facing the fouth, oppofite to the 
ftreet in which they had polled their advanced guard, and were ex
pecting the Englifh troops; to whom in this pofition they prefented 
their flank quite naked. Beyond them, in the continuation of the 
ftreet, after it has turned to the north, the battalion o f India, which 
comprised the troops belonging to the French company, were af- 
fembling. Not a moment was loft in taking the advantage; the 
grenadiers, and as many more as the breadth of the ftreet, which 
was here 50 yards, would admit, faced and Sired; but had fcarcely 
time to give a Second, before the two field-pieces came up. In that 
part of the crofs-ftreet where the English troops had faced, and in

3 d 2 front
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1758. front of their left, almoft adjoining to the long ftreet they had 

iOi r̂nber. I)al^ tl through, lay the ruins of a demolifhed houfe, which ipread 
more than half-way over the crofs-ftreet, and although not high 
enough to prevent a fiagle rank of mulketry from firing over the 
rubbiffi, did not admit the field-pieces, which were therefore drawn 
up to the right of the rubbifti, and the troops which had flood 
there made room for them, by crowding along the adjoining walls 
on that fide of the crofs-ftreet, Thefe alterations created fame con- 
fufion ; for they were made with much hurry from the ardour of 
fitting the field-pieces to work; which did not difappoint the expec
tation, but firing with grape knocked down numbers. Terrain 
fiarcely ftood a minute before all the men ran into the oppoiite 
houfes; and all the officers could do was to turn the field-pieces,, 
which the gunners likewise abandoned after the very firft difeharge. 
Draper immediately commanded his own firing to ceafe, and the 
grenadiers to follow him to the enemy’s guns, to which he ran, and 
fired a piftol, but without effedt, at. an officer who remained by them, 
which the officer having returned with as little, offered to furrender 
himfelf and the guns, when Draper perceived that he had been fol
lowed by only four grenadiers. In the fame in fan t, many o f the 
French foldiers, encouraged by the ceafmg of the English fire, and 
the hackwardnefs of the men to advance with Draper, gathered 
again in the ftreet, and began to fire; by which two of the grena
diers were killed, and the other two wounded before they got 
back to their own men, and Draper returned with them. N ow  the. 
field-pieces and mulketry on. both fades commenced the hotteft fire; 
but with encreafiug havock from the enemy, whole numbers were 
augmented every moment by the battalion of India % and many of 
the Englifh foldiers began in their turn to take ftielter in the neat-eft 
houfes and enclofures. Neverthelcls, the brunt of this fight con
tinued 20 minutes, when Draper convinced that no fuccefs was to 
be expended, and that the arrival of L ally ’s regiment from the fea~ 
fide might cut off the whole detachment, ordered the retreat:; but 
not a tingle drummer was found to beat it. T h e  grenadiers o f the 
Company’s troops, not having room to be employed in the crofs- 

9 ftreet
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ffreet occupied by other platoons and the field-pieces, had gone into a 1758. 
large enclofure on the fide of the ftreet oppofite to the rubbilh ; and 
as well as the others who had taken Ihelter in houfes on the right 
were not apprized of the retreat: all who were marched huddled to
gether down the crofs-ftreet, which opened in. lefs than 300 yards 
upon the efplanade, and under the protection of the guns of the fort; 
but the enemy followed lb clofe, and their fire both of cannon and muf- 
ketry became fo fuperior, that the two field-pieces in the rear of the 
detachment were abandoned; and the enemy’s divisions had advanced 
to the enclofure in which the grenadiers had taken refuge, before they 
had thought of marching out. They were offered quarter, which they 
accepted, becaufe they could make no effeblual refinance, although 
they were eighty, the prime men of the garrifon. During the fight 
in the weftern part of the black town, the regiment of Laliy towards 
the lea were with much difficulty got under arms by M n Buffy; for 
moft of the common men were reeling drunk. However, they had 
advanced, ffieltered by houfes from the fire of the fort, until they came 
within 300 yards of the ftreet in which the Englifh were retreating, 
and arrived there juft as the line were coming out of it upon the ei
planade, when the interval between them was open to the fire of the 
fort; the fear of which, and the miftruft of their intoxicated men, 
deterred the officers from leading them on to the fair attack before 
them ; and they only fired random mulketry, and from two field- 
pieces ill-pointed at Draper’s line, who, as loon as out of the ftreet, 
turned ffiort to the fouth, and proceeded on the lower ground under 
the houfes which Ikirted the weft face of the efplanade, until they 
came oppofite to the north-weft angle of the glacis, and met in the 
way the covering party with Major Brereton, which had advanced 
and was waiting for them in good order ; the nearer the line came to 
the fort, the greater became their hurry to get into it, for many ran 
over the glacis; but all the officers, with as many men as they could 
keep together, marched in order to the entrance on the eaftern face 
of the north ravelin. No officer, excepting Lieutenant Billock, was 
killed on the fpot; but Major Polier, Captain Hume, and Enfign

Chace,
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ip-<0% Chace, were'mortally wounded : Polier came into the fort, but the 
iJece'mber other two were taken. Captain Pafeall and Lieutenant Elliot were 

Ihot through the body; Lieutenants Stephen Smith and Blair, and 
E rtfign Cook, were wounded and taken; but recovered. O f  rank and 

j file 103 were taken, of whom 19 were 'wounded: fifty came m
wounded, and fifty were left dead abroad, o f whom all did not fall 
in the open action, for more than 20 were found killed in dif
ferent houfes, rnoftly dabbed with bayonets, and with their nn- 
tagonids lying dead befide them ; fo that the gamton loft the lives 

I or lervice o f more than 200 foldiers and fix officers' by this tally.
The French acknowledged 200 of their rank and file killed and . 
wounded; and had 13 officers wounded, Saubinet mortally; and 

■v •, • .*/:'< three killed on the fpot; they loft only four prilbners, o f whom
'One was the Count D ’Eftaigu ; his quarters were with ta lly ’s regi- 

'**/,/** /  I,* / merit near the beach, and on the firft firing he m ounted'historic,
. and came galloping down the crofs-ftreet to the rear o f the Engliih

grenadiers, whom, being fhort-fighted, or perhaps not feeing at all
.....  1 ■ ' through the fmoke, he took for French troops, nor perceived his

r sdake until within a few yards, when his horfe Humbling, threw 
him# and before he could recover himfelf, he was ferzed by two 
drummers, who had their {words drawn to dab him, when Lieu
tenant Smith, the fame who was afterwards taken prifoner himfelf, 
ftepped between: his confequence being known, he was imme
diately lent away with an officer and a file of men to the fort,
Mr. Lady blamed exceffively his own regiment for not marching on 
the firft fire, which had they done, and the troops been left intoxi
cated, it is probable that very few of the Engliih detachment would 
have efcaped. l ie  endeavoured to fix the fault on Mr. Bully, who 
juftified himielf by the delay o f Mr, L ally’s orders, without which, 
according to the regulations of the fervice, the regiment could not 
march; and then Buffiy led them. Mr. ta lly  regretted exceedingly 
the loft of Saubintt and the Count D ’Eftaign, and with reafoh; for 
the one poffelfed all the qualities of an able general, and the other of 
an ahhve partizan.

V ery
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Very few cafes permit a ftrong fally from the garrifon at the 1 758. 
opening of a fiege ; the prefent was in fomc meafure juftified by the D^^bcr. 
fuppolition that the enemy’s troops were intoxicated and in confufion: 
but, notwithftanding the ardour of the onfet, it left no advantageous 
impreffion of the firmnefs of the garrifon with the French officers ; 
and Murphy, one of the moil experienced, propoled that a general 
allault ffiould be made on the town in the enfuing night, in four 
divifions, and offered to lead the principal attack himfelf. It was 
lucky for them that his advice was not followed.

The next day the French army began to prepare their batteries, 
but in fituations concealed by houfes from the view of the ramparts ; 
however, the motions to and fro left little doubt where they were 
at work, and ffiells as well as ffiot were fired at intervals throughout 
the day to interrupt them ; although fparingly, except when certain 
of effedt; and this prudent thrift was obferved throughout all the 
days, until they opened their batteries: but their artillery which had 
embarked for the fiege was fiill at a difiance at lea, and on the day 
of the fally h party of four companies of Sepoys, detached with 
Lieutenant Airey by Captain Prefton from Chinglapet, took the 
only 1 3 inch mortar, which was coming by land : it was efcorted by 
150 Sepoys; they were intercepted and defeated between Sadrafs and 
Cobelong; but Airey, having no bullocks to draw off the mortar, 
ruined it as well as he could, and left it on the road.

Intelligence had been received that one of the veflels which had 
been laden with artillery at Alamparva, was detained at anchor off' 
the point of Conimere, about 15 miles to the South of Sadrafs, by 
the contrary wind and current; and a Dutch fnow being in the road 
of Madrafs, it was refolved to equip and employ her to attack the 
French velfel; accordingly 20 failors belonging to the fquadron, 
who had been lately exchanged, and 40 of the marines left by Mr.
Pococke, were lent' on board under the command of a naval officer 
of experience; but juft as he was going to weigh, the failors refufed 
to ferve, pretending that they knew the French fhip was much too 
ftrong for them; on which they were relanded on the 10th, and 
the attempt was relinquilhed.

The
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x 758. The:experience of the very few days that the fort had been in-
D̂ Tembcr ve^e >̂ had convinced the Nabob of the inereaiing inconveniences 

which he and his family would fuffer fay continuing in it through 
the liege ; and the garrifon If ill more wilhed to be freed from the 
ufelels confumption and embarraffment of his retinue, which con
fided of 400 men, wit h 200 horles, ■ betides other cattle, who, 
neverthelefs, could not decently be dilmilFecl whilft he remained, 
it was therefore refolved, with mutual fatisfa&ion, that he Ihould 
proceed by lea with his wife, women, and children, and their imme
diate attendants, on hoard the Dutch Ihow, which was to land them 
at the Dutch fettlement of Negapatam ; from whence, being in the 
Tanjore country, they might proceed fecurely to Tritchinopoly.
They embarked, attended by one of the council, on the night of 
the 20th, and before morning were out o f ligh t; the Nabob’s de
pendents were then told, that they might provide for their own. 
fafety, and in a few nights moll of them quitted the town.

On the 16th at night, a fally was made to the north by 40 Euro
peans, and as many Sepoys; but they were difeovered before they 
got clear of the glacis, and returned without firing. T w o iallics 
were made on the night o f the 19 th ; the one by 20 Europeans and 
30 Sepoys, under the command of Enfign Bonjour, who proceeded 
to the nothward under the beach to the firft houfes beyond the 
efplanade, when fome of the Sepoys cried out they faw horfe, and 
giving a fcattering fire took flight, which obliged -the Europeans, 
after giving theirs, to retreat likewife; but before they were out of 
reach, they received the enemy’s, by which one was killed and two 
wounded. The other fally was of 1000 Sepoys, under the com
mand ot Jcmaul Saheb, to the louthward ; they were to beat up,a 
guard polled at the garden-houfe, and then proceed to St. Thome, 
in order to feize a piece of battering cannon which was waiting 
there for bullocks, under the efcort of a company of Sepoys: they 
marched ov er the Tripiicane-bridge, but had lcarcely got into the St.
1 home Road, when they received a fire from the full enclolure on 

the left, which threw the whole body into a panick, and all, ex
cepting
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cepting 30 or 40 returned into the fort, and none of them had re- * 75®* 
ceived a wound. December.

On the 2 i ff: another detachment of 1000 Sepoys with 20 Euro
peans lallied at 10 o’clock in the day, under the conduct ot Lieu
tenant Balantyne and Fnllgn Crowley, in order to beat up a party 
with 2 guns which were reported to be polled at the pagoda in the 
village of Triplicane about a mile to the fouth of the fort. They 
crolfed the bar of the Triplicane river, and proceeded, driving feveral 
fmall Sepov guards before them to the pagoda; where, not finding 
either the party or the guns they were leeking, they turned into the 
St. Thome road, and eroding it, marched along the other road, which 
leads to the Choultry-plain, intending to attack the enemy’s guards 
on the 011 tiide of the enelofures near the village of Chindadrepettah; 
but before they arrived on the plain 300 Europeans were reported ad
vancing from Triplicane river, on which the detachment marched back 
to the bridge, and returned by the brand of the river to the bar, where 
a company of grenadiers were waiting to cover their retreat, Whilft 
this detachment was abroad, two pieces of battering cannon, drawn 
by a great many bullocks and Coolies, were perceived croifing from 
the village of Chindadrepettah to the s. w. towards the black town, 
and being within random foot of the weftern baflions feveral cannon 
were fired'upon them, which foon ftopt the bullocks and Coolies, 
and one of the guns funk to the axel-tree in the mud; upon which 
300 Sepoys, encouraged by the promile of a reward, marched with 
jemaul Saheb to fpike up thefe guns: on their appearance the 
drivers call off and hurried away the bullocks, and the Coolies ran 
away; but before the Sepoys got to the bridge, which leads to 
Egmore, 200 European horle, followed by forrie infantry, appeared 
advancing from the camp in the black town; on which the party 

• was recalled into the fort.
On the 17th, all the Englilh prifoners that had been taken at the 

fally were lent away for Pondicherry. They were 100, and were 
efcorted by 150 of the European horfe, 40 European foot, and 500 
Sepoys. They moved llowly, and proceeded towards Sadrafs, by the 
road near the lea Ihore, which pafleth by Cobelong, where they were’

Vor.. II. 3 E halting
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1758. halting on the 19th. Captain Prefton, zealous to recover the pri- 
*'onci's> marched in the night of the 19th, with the greateft part of 
the garrifon of Chinglapet, to intercept them. His party was only 
80 Europeans, 400 Sepoys, and two field-pieces. They croffed the 
country, and halted at 10 o’clock next day fix miles to the fouth of 
Sadrafs. A  channel of 20 miles in length extends from Cobelong 
to within three miles of Sadrafs, and has at each extremity an open
ing to the lea, from which it receives its water, and at times enough 
to overflow the country a mile a-crofs, in which ftate it was at 
prefent. Befides the road leading from Cobelong to Sadrafs along 
the fea Ihore, there is another within the inundation, and Prefton 
remaining where he had halted fent half his force over the water 
with lieutenant Airey, to wait for the enemy on the other road; two 
hours after appeared a body of 400 Sepoys, within lome black horfe, 
whom Prefton kept at a diftance and difperfed; and in the evening,
Airey’s party returned without any tidings o f the efcort, which had 
palled on to Sadrafs before he crofted the water, on which Prefton 
marched back to his garifon, where he arrived the next day.

The commandant Mahomed Ifloof, after having been detained 
three days at Outatore by the rains, arrived on the 29th of N o
vember at Thiagar, where he was joined by the killidar, Kiftnarow, 
with 250 horfe, and 1000 foot: and Mahomed Ifloof hlmfelf had 
enlifted 100 horfe on the road. Their forces marched on thefirft o f 
December, and invefted Elavanafore, which ftands ten miles to the 
weft of Thiagar. There were in the fort two companies of Sepoys 
belonging to the French, with a lieutenant, Dumefnil, and three 
other Europeans, a lerjeant, and two gunners, and two field-pieces: 
this garrifon defended themfelves until the clofe of the evening, 
when they furrendered. Fifty of the Sepoys took fervice with M a
homed llfoof; the reft were difarmed and permitted to go where 
they pleafed, but the four Europeans were fent to Tritchinopoly: 
fome ftores and ammunition were found in the fort. The next day 
Kiftnarow went away with his own troops to get plunder, and on 
the 7th burnt a village in fight of Fort St. David; but Mahomed 
Ifloof did not move until the 5th, when he proceeded to Tricolore,

2 a fortified
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a fortified pagoda, ten miles to the north of Elavanafore. On the j - 
6th, he was joined by 200 horfe, 1500 Colleries, and 250 Peons, j ^ y - -  
lent by the Polygar Tondiman, and the day after attacked the ectm'LU 
pagoda, in which were three companies o f Sepoys, who defended it 
with much activity until eight at night, whei/they offered to fur- 
render provided they were permitted to march away w ith their 
arms and effects; and having already killed 15 and wounded 55 o f 
Mahomed Ilfoof’s troops, he accepted their terms; and then follow
ing the track o f Kiftnarow marched to the eaftward, fpreading his 
army to ravage the country, all o f  which, as far as the fea/paid 
revenue to the French. On the 15th they appeared at Villenore, 
within fight of Pondicherry, and brought fo much terror, that the 
inhabitants of the adjacent villages took flicker in crowds within 
the bound hedge. On the 1 8th they cut the mound o f the great 
tank lit \ aid001, and let out the water to deffroy the cultivations 
it was rderved to fertilize. T h e fword was little ufed, but fire 
every where, and the cattle were driven away to Tricaloor. Mr.
Tally on hearing o f thefe devaluations, fent word to M r. Pigot, 
that he would retaliate, by putting men, women, and children to 
the fword in the teintory about Mad rals; he however forbore to 
execute the threat. On the 21ft Mahomed Iffoof was joined by 

300 horfe from Tanjore, not furnifhed by the king, but hired there 
with his permiffion, by Mahomed Iffoofs agents; on the kune day 
Kiftnarow returned with all his troops to Thiagar. T h e  next,
Mahomed Iffoof began his march from Villaporum to the north
ward, ftili continuing his ravages. Rajahfaheb, with a confiderable 
body of horfe, had been for lbmc time at Conjeveram, waiting to 
protect thole diftrvSts fiom Ins excurfions, and on his approach 
croffed the Paliar, and advanced to Salavauck, as feeminriy with in
tention to give him b attle; but on better intelligence o f ' his force, 
took fheker under the guns o f Vandiwafh. Lambert was alfo on 
the other fide o f the Paliar with 400 Sepoys, 25 Europeans, and 

two guns, but on the fame information marched round and ftopt at 
two days diftance in his rear. O n the 2 5th Mahomed Iffoof with 
his army joined Captain Prefton at Chinglapet.

3 £ 2 . On
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i 758. On the 22(1 the Harlem, fo long expe&ed by the enemy, anchored 

D^-idxr m t 1̂C eveninS at Onore, three leagues to the north of the black 
town. The next day, the Thames, laden with all kinds of pro- 
vilions, arrived in the road from Vizagapatam; the wind was high, 
and the /hip had but two anchors, and in the next forenoon parted 
from that by which die was riding, before one that was coming 
from the diore on a catamaran could reach her; and the Harlem 
getting under weigh from Onore at the fame time, die food out to 
fea, intending to regain the road in the evening, but before night 
was driven out of light to leeward. She brought the news of the 
victory gained by Colonel Forde at Pedipore over the French troops 
with Mr. Conflans, which the fort announced to the enemy by 21 
guns pointed upon their quarters from the northern bullions, and the 
fire of the whole garrifon drawn up in the covered way. The next 
day the Harlem Hopped and feizeda veffel trading from the northward, 
laden with 1000 bags of rice, of which the French camp was much 
in want. The artillery brought by the Harlem was not fufficient 
to fupply the intended batteries; but feveral cannon and mortars 
unladen from the Diligent and Expedition at Alamparvah, and 
brought in boats from thence to San Thome, pafled every day from 
this place to the camp in the black town, and generally acrofs the 
plain of Egmore, within light of the fort; but lince the Tally of the 
Sepoys on the 21ft, the efcorts were too frong to be attacked'by 
any parties which the garrilon could with prudence rilk at that 
difance. But the flock of gun-powder necelfary for the batteries 
was not yet completed; for this was brought the whole way from 
Pondicherry or Alamparvah, by land; and, for the want of bullocks, 
with much delay.

The commandant Mahomed IlToof on his arrival at Chinglapet 
difpatched the greateft part of his horfe, which were now near 1000,

A to ravage and deftroy the country about Conjeveram, from which
the French government drew revenues, and , their army before 

. Madrafs, provifions. On the 27th, he marched himfelf with his in
fantry, intending according to inftruftions he had received from,Mr.
Pigot, to furprize the French troops which were quartered in the

town

/ A----vN̂ \ ' " ' . .
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town of San Thom e; but Captain P rollon thinking this a hazardous 1758. 
enterprise relolved to participate in it, and accompanied him with DtceiiiD̂ r.
80 Europeans, two field-pieces, and fix companies o f Sepoys, from 
his garrilon. They arrived at the Mount on the 29th, and were 
rejoined the lame day by the horfe from Conjeveram: during the 
enfuing night, a detachment of 500 Europeans, of which 100 were 
cavalry, 600 Sepoys, and 800 black horie, marched from the black 
town and other polls, under the command of Mr, Soupire, and at 
day-break the next morning had palled the village o f Sidapet, and 
were within fight of the Mount before their approach was known; 
however, the ablivity of Prelion and Mahomed Iffoof llopt the effects 
o f the furprize, and in a few minutes the troops from both their 
camps were in march: the enemy halted and began to cannonade, 
which was returned and continued until 11 o’clock, when Captain 
Prelion feeing an advantage, made a pufh with the Chinglapet 
troops, arid feized two of their guns, whilll Mahomed Iffoof with 
his kept the main body at bay and prevented them from making an 
effort to relcue them; however, the enemy retreated in good order to 
Sidapet; for the greateft part of Mahomed W oofs cavalry were, ifpofii- 
ble, world than the black horfe with the French, and few o f either 
ventured within arm’s length of each other. Fifteen of the French 
Europeans, with l’ome of their Sepoys and horfes, were left dead on 
the plain, but they carried away their wounded, o f whom fifteen 
were troopers; moll of this execution was done by the field-pieces; 
the Chinglapet troops loll only one European, but feveral Sepoys; 
and more of Mahomed Iffoof’s Sepoys with fome of his horfemen, 
were killed and wounded: both Preffon’s and Mahomed W oofs di- 
vifions continued at the Mount.

A t break o f day the next morning, 1000 Sepoys, with the 
troop of horfe, fallied from the garrilon of Fort St. George by 
the lout he rn gate, in order to beat up the guards at the bar of 
the river, the garden-houfe, and the village of Triplicane, which 
they effected without oppofition; they likewife intercepted a 
tappy or letter-carrier, coming with many to the French army, 
which gave information of the arrival of a veiled at Pondicherry 
from the ifland of Mauritius with 70 • chelb o f filver. This

day
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1759. day clofed the year. Mr. Tally intended to open the next with 
JmQy. llis fire aga” lft the fort; but the preparations to equip a large 

detachment intended to attack the troops with Prefton and Mahomed 
lfioof, deferred the battery to the ad of January.

The French, whilft in poffeffion of Fort St. George, after taken 
by Labourdonnais, had made leveral improvements and additions to 
the (light works they found, which neverthelefs, rendered the fort 
little capable of long refinance againft the regular approaches o f an 
European enemy; nor had they given any extenfion to the internal 
area, which did not exceed 15 acres of ground. Neverthelefs, the 
Englifh let the place remain in the (late they received it from the 
French in 1751, until the beginning of the year 1756; when the 
expectation of another war with that nation, and the reports of the 
great preparations making in France againft India, dictated the ne- 
ceftity of rendering it completely defenftble. Accordingly all the 
Coolies, labourers, and tank diggers, which the adjacent country 
could fupply, were from this time conftantly employed on the for
tifications: their daily number generally amounted to 4000 men, 
women, and children, who had continued on the works until lately 
driven away by the approach of the French army from Conjeveram.

An addition had been projected in the year 1743 by the engineer 
Mr, Smith, father of Captain Jofeph Smith, which included as 
much ground as the former area of the fort: the ditch which marked 
its limits was then dug and faced with brick, and was (iipplied with 
water by a communication with the northern river, which at that 
time ran along the foot of the ancient wall to the weft; but on 
account of the expence, nothing was then railed above the furface, 
and the naked ditch remained when De Labourdonnais came before 
the town, neither an obftruCtion nor an advantage to his attack. It 
was in the iame condition in 175^, when the new works were re- 
folved on; and the plan of Mr. Smith having been approved by Mr.
Robins, the fortifications on this ftde were railed in conformity to 
that projection. 1  o join the new rampart with the old baftion to 
the s.w. and to gain the ground in the new area which was occu- 

I P'ed by the river, its bed was filled up, beginning from the s. w. 
baftion, with earth dug from the edge of the rifing ground of the

black
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black town to the north-weft, which the excavation removed 40 yards 1759. 
farther from the works: but only two-thirds of the bed of the river ' ' T ^  
under the old wall had been choked up. Th aver, (topped m its 
former channel, was direded in another, which environed the well 
and part of the fouth face of the new works, wafhing in lome 
places the foot of the glacis, until it rejoined its former bed at the 
head of the fpit of land. The old wall of the weftern fide ftill re
mained as a retrenchment to capitulate on, in cafe the outward fhould 
be carried. The new extention on this fide comprifed three large 
baftions and their out-works. The fouthern of thefe three baftions 
communicated with the old baftion, which flood before on the s. w. 
angle, by the curtain raifed acrofs the former channel of the river; 
and this curtain increafed the fouth face of the fort from 130 to 210 
yards. Nevertheleis, the works on this fide were much lels de
fend ble than thole to the weft and north; but the furface of water 
and quagmire in the river before it, rendered this front inacceflible, 
excepting by the labours of a much greater army, than the prdent 
attack. The ground on the north of the fort gave the befieger much 
more advantage than on the other fides ; and this face- was therefore 
ftrengthened in proportion : the two former baftions and rampart, 
as improved and left by the French, were buffered to remain; but 
the ditch and glacis which they had dug and raifed, were, the one 
filled up, and the other removed further out, to admit better works.
In the front of the N. w. baftion was raifed another capable of mount
ing 28 guns; each of the faces were 100 yards in length, and a 
battalion might be drawn up on its rampart, although a large 
vacancy was left in the gorge, or back part, to increafe the interval 
towards the former baftion behind, which this was intended to co
ver : it was, from its fuperior ftrength, called the royal baftion. A  
demi baftion, correfponding with the royal, was raifed before the old 
N. e. baftion, that flood on the beach of the fea, which, however, the 
demi baftion did not entirely envelop; for its right hand or eaft face 
extending in a line parallel to the lea, adjoining to the fhoukler angle 
of the northern face of the old baftion, leav ng this face free to fire for
ward, but confining the extent of ground it commanded to the fame 
width as the fpace between the eaft face of the demi baftion and the

fea

✓
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1 759. fea: to the weftward, the old baftion had two guns clear of the demi 
Januarŷ  baftion, which fupplied the defence on this fide by four guns in the 

flank, and leven in its northern face. The two new baftions commu
nicated with each other by a broad fauffebray that parted along the 
foot of the old rampart and baftions; this fauffebray was defended 
by a ftout parapet feven feet high, which adjoined to the flanks of the 
new baftions. The ditch on this front was dry, becaufe the ground 
here was feven feet higher than the level of the canal which fupplied 
the ditches to the weft and fouth; but a cuvette or trench, feven feet 
deep and 25 feet broad, was dug the whole length of the ditch, which 
before the fauffebray was 180 feet wide, and before the baftions,ninety.
The covered way of this front was broad and well pallifaded, and con
tained between the two baftions a large ravelin capable of 18 guns, 
nine in each of its faces. The glacis was excellent, and little was' 
wanting to complete the defences on this fde, excepting mines, 
which the want of time and bricklayers had not allowed. The 
weftern face had likewifc its covered-way paliladed, and glacis, and 
contained three ravelins, of which that in the middle was the largeft.
The eaftern face extended along the beach of the fea within twenty 
yards of the furf; but flips could not approach near enough to batter 
it with any effedt; and no guns could be brought to bear upon it In
land. Before the fea gate, which ftands in the middle of the cur
tain, was a battery of 13 guns; fifty yards on the right of this bat
tery was a platform of old (landing, with 14 guns to return falutes, 
which had hitherto been left without a parapet: the original curtain, 
although nothing more than a brick wall four feet thick, had never 
been ftrengthened; but a trench, fix feet deep and 10 wide, had 
lately been dug before it; and a ditch, with palifadoes, was intended 
to have been carried round the battery and the platform, but had not 
been executed at either. The only danger on this fide was from a 
fudden affault or furprize, which could rarely come by boats landing 
unawares acrofs the furf; but always, and with eafe, by a bodv of 
men parting on the edge of it by either of the baftions at the extre
mities ; to prevent which, a row of anchors, backed by palifades, and

a trench
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a trench were extended from the neck of each baftion quite into 1 7 5 9 * 
the furf. No buildings, excepting fheds, had been railed in the jaTuiarŷ  
new ground taken into the weftward; and in thole of the old, 
the bomb-proof lodgments were not lufficient. for the lecurity of 

the garrifon.
T he fir ft appearance of any work done by the enemy* had been dil- 

cerned in the morning of the 18th of December, when Lally’s regi
ment had completed a breaft-work dole to the fea, 580 yaids fioni 
the covered way; it was iheltered by Tonies on the right, but open 
in front to a direct fire from the north-eaft and demi bullions: from 
this breaft-work they continued a trench by two zig-zags 180 yards 
nearer the fort, which brought the trench 40 yards upon the efpla- 
nade: here they began a battery intended for many guns, which 
extended from the beach, parallel to the fame fire as the breaft-work, y 
and behind this battery, on the right, they railed another for fix mor
tars, which they completed by the end of the month; but the con- 
ftant fire of the fort had retarded their work and prevented them 
from opening any embrafures in the battery for the cannon, becaufe ‘ 
they had not enough ready for this, and another battery o f fix guns, 
which the regiment of Lorrain had on their fide completed at the 
opening of a ftreet on the rifing ground to the weftward, which en
filaded the face of the royal baftion, and the covered way before i t ; 
behind this battery were two mortars imprudently Iheltered by the 
rubbiih of houfes, which had been demolifhed for the purpole.
T he garrifon called this the Lorrain, and the other by the fea,

Lally’s battery.
A t break o f day, on the 2d o f January, the Lorrain battery be- 

o-an to fire both its cannon and mortars, which were foon followed by 
four thirteen-inch mortars from Lally’s, which threw their fhells in 
vollies all together. The fort returned with fhells as well as fhot 
upon the Lorrain battery with 11 guns, four on the weft face of the 
Royal, five on the flank of the Demi, and two on the weft flank 
o f the old north-eaft baftion: this fuperiority in lefs than an hour 
difmounted two of the Lorrain guns, and obliged them to withdraw 
the other fou r; but againft the mortars, either here or at Lally’s,

V on. II. 3 F the
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1759. the fire of the defences could have little effect, excepting by luck, fiiice
)Zi^ry. they were concealed and defended, as tribal* by a high and ftrong 

parapet: this annoyance, therefore, continued until feven in the 
evening, during which time only 80 Ihells had been thrown from 
both, all of which fell about the middle of the inhabited part of the 
fort, where flood the government horde, agahift which they feemed 
to have been aimed, and two went through the upper roof: much 
milchief was all'o done to tire adjoining buildings; but not a lingle 
perfon was either killed or wounded by their fall or explosions, nor 
had any one fullered by the cannon Ihot of the morning.

As loon as the night doled, feveral of the principal European 
women, with their children, were lent away in three maffoolah 
boats, to rdide under the protection of the Dutch fettlement at Sa- 
drafs; they had not been gone two hours before intelligence was re
ceived from Captain Prelton, that a French detachment had fer- 
prized the fort of Sadrals, taken polFeffion of the town, and made 
the garrifon and all the Dutch inhabitants prisoners; but it was too 
late to fecal the Maffoolahs. Another letter from Prefton, which 
eame in the morning, gave information of an addon which he had 
fuftained the clay before.

The town of San Thome was become a pofl of great conference 
to the French army. The remains of an ancient ditch and bad 
ground round moll parts of the town, with the river and the 
Englilh redoubt to the fouth, fecured it from furprize, unlefs at
tempted by very fuperior numbers. They accordingly made the 
town the ftation of their boats, as well as the temporary repofitory 
of their convoys coming by land, and bad like wife eftablifhed in it 

*  one of the hofpitals of their camp: but the junction of Mahomed 
1 (Toot’s troops, with Prefton’s, rendered the maintenance of the, 
town an objedt of much greater doubt and folicitude, than when it 
was only expoied to tallies from the garrilbn of Fort St. George; 
and the body of Trench troops which had engaged Prefton and Ma
homed Kloof at the Mount, on the 30th of December retreated im
mediately after the adtion to San Thome., T he day after the ac
tion Prefton received intelligence that the partisan* Lambert, was 

* advancing

✓
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advancing from the fouth, with a large quantity of ftores and a ffrong 1759. 
elcort; on which he moved from the Mount, in order to intercept 
them, and encamped atTrivambore, which is a village with a pa
goda, fituated two miles to the fouth of San Thome, and one from 
the lea fhore. He was followed by the troops of Mahomed moot; 
it having been agreed, in order to prevent jealouftes as well as con- 
fufion, that the two commands fhould move and encamp in fepa- 
rate bodies. The troops of Mahomed Iffoof confifted of 3500 foot, j
<00 horfe, with three bad field-pieces; they encamped to the north 
of the village, and extended almoft to the fea, with their front to- 
wards San Thome. Captain Preffon, with his divifion, which con- 
filled of 600 Sepoys, with 80 Europeans, and two brafs three- 
pounders, pitched their tents to the fouth, looking out for Lambert 
towards Sadrafs. Mr. Lally, apprehenfive that they intended to 
attack San Thome, increafed the European infantry there to 500 
rank and file, and the European horle to 150. Mr. Soupire com
manded, and leaving all the black troops, whether horfe or Sepoys, 
marched at three in the morning with the Europeans only, who were 
650 horfe and foot, and without field-pieces. H alf an hour before 
day they fell on the camp of Mahomed Iffoof, which had gained no 
warning of their approach. The furprize and confufion was lo great, 
that Mahomed Iffoof himfelf efcaped at the back of his tent, and his 
troops fled every way under the enemy’s fire, which lalled 15 minutes 
without interruption; during which Preffon turned out his line, and 
lent forward his piquets to dilcover, who returned without perceiving 
any figns of troops to the fouth; at the fame time the crowd of fu
gitives fhewed that the enemy were in poffeffion of Mahomed Iffoof’s 
camp, and Preffon, judging that their order muff have been much 
broken by the onfet, the action, the darkneis, and the interruptions 
Ipread over the ground, immediately refolved to attack them ; and 
marching with his whole divifion at the back of the village to the 
weffward, came on the flank of Mahomed Iffoof’s camp, almoff as 
foon as his approach was difeovered ; where the French troops, 
thinking they had routed all their enemies, were collecting the plun-

3 f 2 der;
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1759. der ; nor could the officers recal them to any order, before the fire 
UiVuTî  °* Prcflbn's divifion, led by his two field-pieces loaded with grape, 

fcoured through the camp, and his mufketry was augmented by the 
return of the Left of Mahomed Iffoof’s Sepoys. Neverthelefs, feme 
of the enemy in different parties endeavoured to rally; but* having 
no ftrong or colledled fire to return, they fell, the more they ven
tured to make refiftance, and all at length broke in confufion; but, 
when at dome diftance, the officers prevailed on them to ftop, and. 
they marched off in order. They had got poll'd lion of the two field- 
pieces, of Mahomed Illbof’s divifion, but did not tarry to draw them 
off. Thirty-fix of their Europeans were counted dead; of whom 
one was a captain, and another a lieutenant. O f the Englifh troops 
in both actions two Europeans were killed and fix wounded; of the 
Sepoys 60, and 121; but only three of the black. cavalry, and 
five horfes were killed. On a review at three o’clock in the after- 

/• noon, only 700 of Mahomed Iffoof’s Sepoys were numbered ; all 
the left of his troops, cavalry, Colieries, and Sepoys, on a fuppo- 
fition that Prefton’s divifion had been as eafily routed as themfelves, 
fled acrofs the country, nor thought themfelves fate before they got 
under the guns of Chinglapet; and, according to their example, 
the market-people ran away with their bullocks and proviiions, of 
which there was not iuffieient for one meal left in the camp; and 
this want obliged the troops which remained to march away the fame 
evening with the appearance of defeat, as far as Vendaloor, in order 
to meet a fupply from Chinglapet.

The fuperior fire of the fort in the morning determined the enemy 
/to wait until they could renew the attack with lefs difproportion.

On the 4th a fmall {loop laden with ftores and ammunition worked 
through the road and anchored near the Harlem, and maffoolas had 
every day palled between St. Thome and the black town, At day
break on the 6th, a volley of fix mortars were thrown from Tally’s 
battery, as a iignal of preparation, and they were the firft, either fhot 
or fhcll, which the enemy had fired fince their mortars ccafed on the 
evening of the 2d, although the fort had conftantly fired both to in
terrupt their, work. A t fun-rife they commenced a regular cannon

ade
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ade and bombardment, which confined of feven guns and fix large * 759- 
mortars from Lally’s, and feven guns, with a howitz, from the January. 

Lorrain battery, with the two mortars in this quarter, which, how
ever, fired but ieldom. Although the Lorrain battery fired only from 
feven embralures, it had been augmented to ten, of which the ad
ditional four were in a return, or extending from an angle to the left 
o f the other fix, and bore upon Pigot’s, the next baft ion on the weft 
front to the ’ eft of the royal. The enemy’s fire, both of fihot 
and {hells, W'as directed more againft the buildings than againft 
the works. The fort returned on Lally’s battery 11 guns, from the 
old north-eall baftion, the north ravelin, and , the royal baftion.
Againft the Lorrain battery, likewife, eleven guns, four from the 
royal baftion, two from the north-weft curtain near Pigot’s baftion, 
and three from the centre ravelin called St. George’s on the weft: 
but more guns bore upon the batteries, if  it had been neceflary to 

ufe them.
The enemy’s mortars continued through the night, and were re

joined in the morning by the cannon of the preceding day, and two 
more, from a battery intended for four, which was railed on the ef- 
planade, adjoining to the weft-fide of the burying-ground, about 
100 yards to the weft of Lally’s battery, and almoft in the perpen
dicular of the N. w . or faliant angle of the royal baftion, from 
which it was diftant 450 yards. The two guns, now opened in the 
burying ground, bore upon the weft face of the north ravelin and on 
the weft flank of the old N. E. baftion. The enemy’s cannon ftill 
continuing to point high, did little damage to the works, but the 
buildings, much damaged before, buffered greatly by the fall of 
their fhells. A t the twilight of the next day, the 8th of the 
month, the three mafloolas which had been lent with the Eng- 
lifh women to Sadrafs, landed at the fort. The French being in 
poffeffion of Sadrafs, had feized thefe boats, laden them with 50 
barrels of gunpowder, and feveral other military ftores, and fent 
them with the fame boatmen guarded by a French loldier in 
each, to their own army in the black town. A t four in the morn
ing when oppofite to the fort, each of the foldiers had fallen faft 
afleep, on which the boatmen concerted in their own language with

the
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1759. the certainty of not being underftood, although overheard; and hav-
January. g fir ft poured water into the firelocks, overpowered and bound the

foldiers, and then landed the boats at the fea gate. This uncommon 
inftance of fidelity and fpirit in men, who are deemed a mean and 
outcaft race, was rewarded and encouraged by paying them imme
diately the full value of the gunpowder and ftores.

The enemy’s mortars renewed at midnight, and at day-break their 
cannon, with two pieces more, mounted in the battery at the bury
ing ground. In the afternoon they let fire to a warehoufe near the s. e . 
baftion, full of fidtpetre and brimftone, which could not be extin- 
guithed. for feveral hours ; during which the enemy plied the (pot, 
where the black column of linoke arofie, with fhells and plunging 
fihot, which did no damage. Lieutenant Brooke, a diligent officer 
in the artillery, was killed by a cannon ball in the demi-baftion. 
f  he enemy’s Ihip Diligent, reladen with artillery and all kind of 

ftores, anchored in the morning off the black town, having been 30 
days in working along the coaft from Alamparva, although the 
ftraight diftance is not. 60 miles.

The fame fire, but more frequent on both fides, continued on the 
cjtn, the enemy s mortars ftill againft the buildings; but their cannon, 
which in the twopreced ing days had only filenced two guns, in this dis
abled or difmounted five, and two mortars. In the night, befides the 
ufual repairs, five embrafurcs were cut through the glacis of the fa- 
liant angle before the demi-baftion, pointing obliquely againft Tally’s 
battery, and guns were mounted in them; but Tally’s, nevertbelefs. 
difmounted two guns on the demi baftion the next day; and on the 
1 iih all the five towards the land on the old n . e . baftion were dit- 
afied by this and the Torrain'battery. Early this morning the enemy 
likewife opened two more guns in a ricochet battery intended for four, 
wuich they had railed near the Englifh. holpital, on the riling ground 
fronting the centre ravelin on the weft fide of the fort, againft "which, 
however, it was not intended to fire, but to enfilade the royal baftion: 
it likewife bore upon part of the north-weft curtain towards Pigot’s. 
Notwithfftmding this battery flood at a much greater diftance from 
Lie tort, than any of the .other three, it was more expofed than either

of



of them to a tally; for none of the guns had embrafures, but fired, ^7 
plunging over the parapet, and the guard might be beaten up, and the January. - 

guns fpiked, before fuccour could arrive from the neareft of the 
enemy’s quarters: aware of this they had carried on a trench, from 
the end of the ftreet through which Draper had marched, to the foot 
of the bridge, which eroded the ground fronting the battery, and 
a picquet guard was conftantly kept in the trench, ready to give 
the alarm. They had likewife began a breaft-work at the bar of 
the Triplicane river to the louth, in order to annoy the black people 
and cattle, which were iheltered on the fpit of land at the foot of 

. the glacis on this fide; and as many inconveniences would enfue 
from their dilperfion, it was refolved to drive the enemy from the 

break-work.
Accordingly a detachment of zoo Europeans,.of which half were 

grenadiers, and 4.00 Sepoys, marched under the command of Major 
Brereton, between four and five in the morning, whilfl it was Hill 
dark: when arrived at the bar they received a fire from tome Se
poys polled behind the unfinifhed parapet, which killed one and. 
wounded two of the grenadiers; but, as the Sepoys immediately dis
appeared, the fire was not returned, and. the detachment proceeded 
through the coco-nut groves to the left, without meeting any other 
oppofition, until they came into the lane which leads into the St„
Thome road, along the garden wall of the governor’s houle, when 
a trooper, fent forward, difeovered a party of the enemy drawn up 
at the end of the lane, with a field-piece. On this intelligence the.- 
advanced guard of grenadiers marched up brilkly, fired, and pufh- 
ing on, received the dilcharge of the gun loaded with grape, as well 
as the mulketry that lupported it, by which five of them were 
wounded, and Lieutenant Robfon mortally : the reft, neverthelefs, 
feized the gun before the enemy had time to fire it again, who took 
Ihelter in a houfe and garden on their right, from whence their fire 
killed three Sepoys and wounded two, with an European, before they 
were diflodged. It was yet lcarcely twilight, and as the grenadiers 
were drawing off the gun, Jemaul Saheb, the commandant of the Se
poys, who had been prying in the St. Thome Road, difeovered another

gun*.
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*759- &un a ^ttie kelow the garden-houfe, and appearing jealous o f the 
honour, was permitted to teize and bring it off with a party of Se
poys only, winch they effected without receiving any return to their 
lirtHire. The detachment marched back the “fame way they had 
come, and arrived in the fort at tun-rill- with the two guns, and live 
jbiuopean pri loners, one of whom was an officer feverely wounded 

revious to this, two other, but flight fallies had been made; the 
one to the :v. w. bridge, which fired into the enemy’s trench before 
the holPltal battery; the other, to difturb the workmen in the z ig 
zags, to the northward; this party advanced to the head of the work 
killed a centmel, and brought away two or three mufkets, without 
any lots. 1 he enemy’s mortars flackened this day, but the fire of their 
cannon continued with as much vivacity as before, and disabled four 
guuw, which as ufual were replaced before the next mornino-.

By this time it was evident that the enemy intended to dtredf the 
itrels or their attack again ft the two northern baftions, which dic
tated the neceffity of learning them with additional defences * ac
cordingly a palifnde was begun in the ditch on the hither fide o f the 
cuvette, to extend, quite round the demi baft ion; a blind, or ram
part of earth, at 30 yards diftance, in the ditch before the N. e , 
baft ion; and a fafeme battery of fix guns, on the ftrand between 
the calf curtain and the lea, a little in the rear of the ftioukler angle 
ot this baftion. Turly the next morning, which was the 13th, a Ihell 
hum the >oit let lire to lome huts behind Lally’s battery, which 
fp reading, caught a magazine, and blew it up, with a number of 
loaded bombs: no fire pa fled this day either from or awnnft the 
n. f or demi baftions; and no gun was Amounted in any part of 
t k; 011; jut the enemy doubled the number -of their workmen in 
t ie zig-zag who were interrupted as much as poffible by what fire 
bom upon them from the royal baftion, the north ravelin, and the 
embramres of the lahant angle before the demi baftion; in the nio-ht

of'thrir w o rk f Z 7,,‘d' PiCCe i“aded With S » r* . *<>» the h?ad
‘ ‘ their wo.ks, on a (mall party pofte.1 near -tin., angle, under the ro
ver a boat, and wounded three of them, on which the reft 
tired into the covered-way,

In
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In the morning of the 14th, the enemy opened a battery of three 7̂59 . 
mortars between Laliy’s and the burying-ground, but m the rear of January, 
both, and concealed by the houfes between them, from the fight of 
the fort*, their fire this day difabled a mortar and two guns: daring 
the night a conftant fire of mulketry from the covered-way, and of 
cannon and mortars from the works of the north front, was kept 
up againft the enemy’s approaches, and retarded their prog refs. On 
the 15th, they had 10 guns mounted in Laliy’s, and kept up 
through the day a fire from 1 1, beftdes their ix mortars as before: 
but Lally’s guns did all the nnfehief to the works, difmounting two 
guns in the demi, and two in the north-eaft baftion, and their (hot, 
which flew over, took in flank the three other batteries towards the 
fea, and difmounted two guns on the lea-gate battery, two on the 
fkluting battery, and one on the s. E. or St. Thome baftion, in all 
eleven: the fire on the trenches continued through the night, from 
which the enemy, neverthelefs, detached a picquet, which drove in 
the party polled on the falient angle of the glacis.

The enemy’s cannonade continued on the 16th, with the addi
tion of two guns on Laliy’s battery, which now fired with 12, all 
24 or iB pounders, to which the fort could only oppofe the dire£l 
fire of fix of equal weight, which were from the north-eaft and demi 
baftions; for the guns in the falient angle o f the glacis, and in the 
fafeine battery on the ground below, were of inferior calibres; and as it 
was conftantly neceflary to employ many men in reinftating the da
mages of the demi baftion, a traverfe was raifed to preferve the guns in. 
its flank from the enfilading fire of Lally’s; and whilft this and other 
work was doing, the three embrafures of its face to the right, which 
were open to the fhot of Laliy’s, were kept clofed until the next day; 
fo that no guns in this baftion were either fired againft, or difmount
ed by that battery; which having the more to ufe againft the other 
works difabled one on the north-eaft, and obliged the garrifon to with
draw the five guns in the falient angle of the glacis; and as the trenches 
were now advanced within 50 yards, thefe embrafures were filled up, 
and the earth levelled again to the general Hope of the glacis.
At 11 at night a Tally was made from St. George’s or the weft ravelin
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