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HE French detachment, which marched under the command of

Saubinet, againft T'rinomalee, were refifted with bravery by the
kellidar 'appo'int‘éd by Kiftnarow of Thiagar, who ftood three affaults,
in the Jaft of which the French flormed the pagoda, and with much-
fury put soo men to the fivord. This conqueft was gained on the
1oth of September, and on the v&th Mr. Soupire appcfared with a
large divifion of the army before Carangoly, which Murzafabeg not
thinking tenable had left with a few troops to refitt flight af-
faults, and returned with the reft to defend Trivatore. Carangoly
fubmitted on the firft fummons, and at the fame time another de-
tachment under the command of the Chevalier 'de Crillon marched -
againft Trivatore, where Murzafabeg, with 300 Worfe of his own,
joined by as many belonging to the Nabob, from Arcot, and a body
of Sepoys, met the enemy in the field, and where foon defeated and dife
perfed; in confequence of which Trivatore was re-taken without
father refiftance. ' In the mean time Mr. Lally himfelf, with an
efcort of horfe, vifited Alamparva, Gingee, Carangoly, Chittapet,
and feveral minor pofts, and then came to Vandiwath, where all the
detachments had affembled from their different expeditions. Here he
was joined by Mr. Bufly, who, leaving the troops which he had brought
from the northward to the conduét of Moracin at Nelore, had paffed
from hence with his private retinue, under rhe fafeguard of a pafl-
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port granted by the prefidency of Madrafs. From Vandiwafh Mr.

Lally detached the Count D’Eftaign with a part of the army to re-
Vor. II. g SN2 “auduce
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{ 1758, duce the fort of Arcot, to whom Timery {urrendered in the way
without refiftance; and before he arrived at Arcot, Rajahfaheb had
fucceeded in a negotiation with the Nabob’s kellidar to deliver up the
fort on an infignificant capitulation. Mr. Lally, thinking that the taka
ing polleflion of the citadel of the capital would magnify his reputa-
tion in the province, refolved to receive the {urrender in perfon, and
made his entry into the fort on the 4th of Oé&ober, under the dif~
charge of all the cannon; and difpatched orders to Pondicherry
and the other French garrifons to proclaim the acquifition with the

=

e
October.

fame oftentation. : :
The Prefidency of Madrafs faw in thefe operations nothing but

what they expcéted would have happered immediately after the fall of
Fort St. David; and the prefervation of Chinglapet, if in their power,
gave them more folicitude, ‘than the abandoning of ali the other
forts together, which the anferiority of ‘their force had left thém no
imeans of preferving. At the fequeft of the renter'of Chinglapet, they
had fent two companies of Sépoys to guard this fort, whilft His own
iHen with afms were ‘employed in ‘protecting the harvefts, and the
fame number of Sepoys ‘were fent ‘at the fame time o ‘garrifon
Conjeveram.  Towards the enid of ‘Auguft a licutenant iwas ap-
pointed to command thofe in'Chinglapet, afid carried with him an-
other company. On the 14th of September arived the’company’s
fhip Pitt, of 50 guns: {he failed from England on the 6th of March
together with fix others, inder ‘the convoy of the ‘Grafton of 7o,
andl the Sunderland of ‘6o ghs, ‘coming to feinforce Mz, Pococke’s
fquadron: on boardof thefe fhips were embarked goo menof the king’s
troops, embodied in a regiment under thé command of lieutenant colo-
nel Draper, who with major Bréreton, and roo of the regiment,artived
.nd landed from on board the Pitt, but 50 had died on: the paffage ofa
' contagion, then called the Breft fever, which had paffed during the war
from the French ‘marine into many Englifly fhips. "The ttoops which
came in the Pitt, 'and the expetation that the other fhips with the
et would arrive before the change’ of the monfoon, encouraged
the Prefidency to fend fo‘u-r"'cothpan’iés more of Sepoys to Ching-
lajet: this reinforcement flopped the march of a confiderable’ de-
3 o | ?tachrajcnt,
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t«achment, which had fet out on the 19th from Carangely, to attack
that place, where, immediately after, armved the two companies of
Sepoys from Conjeveram, retreating as foon as Trivatore was re-
‘duced. « The garrifon, now confifting of nine companies, was deemed
almoft {ufficient to maintain the fort, until rehieved from Madrafs;
and captain Richard Smithiwas appointed to take the command, and
with him were fent two commiflioned officers, a ferjeant, a cor-
poral, and 12 European. gunners, and. two field-pieces; fo that the
whole number of Europeans, including the ferjeants of the Sepoys,
were thirty chofen men, and captain bmtth was ordered to  defend
the fort at all eventts and extremitics. On the 2 5th, the {quadron
commanded by M. Pococke anchored in the road, having executed
a fecret commiffion which had detained him all this whxle to the
fouthward, and had given rife to a variety of etroncous reports and
conjectures. The Prefi dgnc:y on the 25th of Augult had finally re-
folved to recall Major, Calliaud from Tritchinopoly, with all the
l:mopcan foldiers 'and Coffrees in the garrifon, excepting fuch as
were in the fetvice of the artillery, or annexed to the Sepays. Cal-
liaud, juft as he was ready to march, reccived intelligence on the
5th of September, that awery large flect of Englifh thips were arrived
at Anjengo there; which, ahh@ugh doubtful, required him to fufpend
his departure until'more certain. advices, which he received on the
15th, ‘and the next day began his march with 180 Europeans and 50
Coffrees, leavmg, ac:cerdmg to his anftr uéhons, the command of the
garrifon, in which were now inctuded the 2000:Sepays broyght by
- Mahomed Iloof from Tinivelly, to captain Ioieph Soagh. 1 The

Sr.
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detachment, marchmg thmugh the Tanjore country met ‘gvery kind

of affiftance in their-way, and on the 23d embarked from Nega-
patam enboard the fquadroxg,wh ich arnvcd two days afterat Madrafs.
‘This, reinforcement, increafed. the means' of pratecting O hinglapet ;
and four more field-pieces, withai c(:smplcmcnt of, La:Lc.ns to work
them, were, feut thither. dn the 2d of O&tober, .

Mr. Lally at length faw: the importance of this, placc, Whl(.‘.h 20
days before, he might haye taken by efcalade in open day, and refolved
40'march againit it w;th his whole force as foon as he had fettled fome

arrange-
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Tz War or CoroMANDEL, »  Book X.
arrangements in the government of Arcot, and the adjacent countries,
In the mean time his communication with Chinglapet was opened by
the pofleflion of Covrepauk and Conjeveram, which his detachments
found evacuated. But his late acquifitions had not hitherto reimburfed
the expences of the field, nor eftablifhed his credit to borrow: fo
that his treafury could barely fupply the pay of the foldiers, and
could not provide the other means of putting the army in motion,
and all that the government of Pondicherry could immediately far-
nith was 10,000 rupees : pretending therefore much indignation at
this difappointment, he diftributed the troops into various canton-
ments, and returned himfelf, accompanied by Mr. Buffy, to Pondi-.
cherry, where as ufual he imputed the failure of his intentions againft
Chinglapet to the mifmanagements of the Company’s adminiftration.
Notwithftanding his deep animofity to Mr. Bufly, refpeét to the dif-
tinguifhed charaéter of this officer confined ‘Mr. Lally to the obfer-
vances of public civility; which impofed on' no one, as he had {till
more publickly exprefled his real opinions. ' The rank which M.
Bufly held at this time was only that of lieutenant colonel; and
befides Mr. Soupire, who was a major general, {ix of the officers ar-
rived from France were colonels, who of courfe muft command
him on all fervices when a@ting together. = The colonels, fenfible
of the advantages which might be derived from his abilities, and his
experience and reputation in the country, and how much the op-
portunities would be precluded by the' prefent inferiority of his
rank, figned a declaration, requefting, on thefe confiderations, fha_t
he might be appointed a Brigadier General, in fuperfeffion tothem-
{elves, which would place him next in'command to Mr. Soupire.
The public zeal which dictated this 'requeft, conferred as much
honour on 'thofe who ‘made it, ‘as their teftimony on Mr. Bufly.
Their names, highly worthy of record on this oceafion, were moftly
ofancient and noble defeent; D'Eftaign, de Landivifiau, de la Fdire,
Bretueil, Verdiere; and Crillon. "Mt ‘Lally could make ﬁoobje&ion,
but with his ufual afperity imputed:the complinient to the i’nﬂﬁéncc
of Mr. Buffy’s money, inftead of his rélmta{t'i'ﬁxi.-' ek rh
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The approach of the flormy monfoon waried the Englith fquadron 1758,
to quit the coafts and Mr. Pococke, ason all other occafions of con- Seagher.

fequence, confulted the Prefidency on the fecurity of Madrafs dur«
ing his abfence. They were of opinion that the encmy, if at all,

would not attack the town before the rains had ceafed, which gene~"

rally happens about the end of November, and had no doubt of de-
fending it until reinforcements fhould arfive, or the {quadron return.
But as the latenefs of the feafon might deter the fhips expected from
England from venturing on the coaft until the month of January,
they requefted Mr. Pococke to lend the marines of the {quadron; with
which ‘he complied without hefitation. One hundred men were
landed, and on the rith the fquadron weighed anchor and failed

for Bombay. L ' _
Mr. Moracin, having purpofely waited at Nelore until the end
of September, then began his march with the detachment left to his
- care by Mr. Bufly, and was accompanied by Nazeabulla with the
troops of his government’: proceeding_ through the woods and moun=
tains of Bangar Yatcham Naigue, they arrived at the pagoda of
Tripetty on the s5th of O&lober, the day on which the great annual
feaft began ; which lafts 25 days. . They were here joined by Abdul-
wahab Cawn, with his troops from Chandergherry: they gave no
difturbance to the pilgrims, but fummoned the renter to difmifs his
guards and deliver up the ‘avenues, who, not having a force fufficient
to make any effectual oppofition, made propofals to rent the reve-
nue of this, and the enfuing ‘feafts, from the French, on the fame
terms as he had hitherto held them from the Englith government,
and tendered a fum in hand, which Moracin accepted, and confirmed
him in the employment.. Then leaving a part of his detachment to
guard this valnable acquifition, he proceeded on the r6th with the
reft and the troops of Nazeabulla, to Areot, through the country of
Bomrauze, who, inftead of 'oppofing their paflfage, paid them a viiit.
But Abdulwahab, much offended that the management of the pago-
da, which had fo long been the objeét of his wifhes, was not granted
to himfelf] retived with his troops to' Chandergherry. Nazeabulla
' : and
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and Moracin arived at Arcot on the 12th, and Jeaving. *W tropps
i there went:on to attend Mr., Lally at Pondicherry, /).« f’;ﬁi-._,l,:,, LN

o The defiftance of Mr. Lally from ;marching agmqﬁchmélg;@t ' v
after the redution of Arcot, gave the Prefidency of Madrafs encous Rk
ragement and opportunity to ftrengthen that place more effectually.
The partizan Murzafabeg, having, fince the Freach fuccefles, no
employment for the troops he had levied, had brought the beft of
them, 5o horfe and 200 8Sepoys, to Chinglapet, where they were
taken into the Company’s pay3 and on the goth of Oftober it was
determined to increafe the garrifon to 100 Europeans, and 1200 ;
Sepoys to fend feveral pieces of battering cannon, to lay-in three 0
months proyifions, and  to, repair -the works, At the fame time
Captain Smith was recalled to Madrafs, to ferve in his former ems~
ployment of aid-de-camp to Colonel Lawrence, and Captain Prefton
was. fent to take the command of Chinglapet, which illnefs had
obliged him to quit.  Before his arrival Captain R. Smith had de~
tached Murzafabeg on| the 2gth; with four companics of Sepoys,
and fome -of the horfe; to diffedge a party of the enemy’s Sepoys,
who had taken poft in the village of Polipore, fituated about two
miles from the other fide of the Paliar; Murzafabeg attacked them
at day-break, killed and wounded 20, difperfed the reft, and gathered

60 ‘of theitr mufkets, which they bad thrown down in'their flight, |
The arrivil .of a veflel at Pondicherry on the 18th, from Mau-
ritius, which brought treafure, together with goo,000 rupees,
brought by Mu. Moracin from Turipetti, enabled Mr. Lally to put
the French troops into’ metion again: and, .as ‘the fymptoms of
the rainy {eafon hung-back even at the end of the month, parties
began to affemble at Carangoly, Salawauk, and Conjeveram, and Mr.
Lally himfelf came from Pondicherry to Vandiwath. On the 2d
of November 250 Europeans, 100 troopers, with fome black horfe
aid Sepoys, marched from Salawauk, and took: poft again dt Polir
pore, where they were joined on the sth by 400 more Europeans,
with feveral pieces of battering cannon, and a mortar intelligence
of which' came to Madrafs the next day,a few hours after the
Jaft convoy of fupplies had fet out for Chinglapet; and as the
main-
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' maintenance of this place depended on the arrival of thefe fup- 1758
plies, it was refolved that 1200 Europeans and 1800 Sepoys, by far  N3vember. |
the greateft part of the erci{bﬁ‘)f Madraf, thould immediately take '
the field to cover them; of which one half, under the command of
Lieutenant-colonel Draper, were to advance as far as Vendalore,
~within 1o miles of Chinglapet; whillt the other, with Colonel Law-
retice, Wwere to haltat St. Thomas’s mount, ready to fupport Dra-
per’s divifion: they marched on the 7th in the morning; and the
news ftopped the French troops at Polipore from crofling the river,
and the march of a detachmentadvancing from Conjeveram under the
command of Saubinet, both intending to intercept the convoy; which
got fafe into Chinglapet on the evening of the ninth, Colonel Draper
-continued at Vendalore until the r1th, when he received fome i«
telligence of the approach of ‘the whole of the enemy’s army, on
which he marched back with his divifion, and joined that with
Colonel Lawrente at the mount. : :
Every day had proved the good effects of re-eftablithing the pof-
{feffion of Chinglapet; for, under the proteftion of this barrier, the
country behind, which is more extenfive than the diftriéts proteéted
- by Pondomalee and Tripaffour, continued to furnith Madrafs with
daily fupplies of all kinds of provitions and neceflaries, by which
the ftock laid up in fore to fuftain the impending fiege was faved;
and to preferve this benefit as long as poffible, the troops which had
been fent abroad with Draper and Lawrence were ordered to remain
encamped at the Mount until the laft hour which might endanger
the fafety of their retreat to the town; after which, as the beft of
external means to protract the fiege when comunenced, it was de-
termined to have a body of troops in the field diftinét from: thofe
already belonging to the garrifon, which, if nothing more, were to
be continually employed in harafling the enemy’s convoys of ftores
and provifions. - Accordingly a contraét, which had for fome months
~ been under difeuflion, was concluded with the agent of Morarirow
for the fervice of 2000 Morattoe horfe, of which 500 were to ar-
rive in' 25 days, and the reft in 453 bat as no fureties were received,
the punétuality of this afliftance could not be relied on.  The pre-
fidency, therefore, as a {urer refource, ordered the commandant Ma-
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" none of thefe allies arrived in time, he was empowered to enlift 500

- 300 horfe, part of whom attended his perfon at St. Thowé, and

Tue War or Corom L.
homed THloof to take the field with 2000 of their

the garriton of Tritchinopoly; and requefted the
to join this body with 1000 of his Worfe, and the
man, and even the diftant Moravars, with the beft of
for whom, however, Mahomed 1floof was not to wai

md,, in C’&f&

good horfe i'to be found. in his march, The Nabob {till maintained:

the reft were difperfed in the adjacent diftricts, who en the receipt: L
of fore money joined the army at the Mount; to which all the: i
Polygars to the northward of Madrafs were likewife commanded tor (R |
fend their troops; but none came: and the Partizan Mﬁfﬁff#b@gﬁ; . _
having been refufed an increafe of pay which he demanded in this.
hour of neceflity, went off in the ni_ght w:th his 70 horfe Iaad {ome- i
of his Sepoys, and took {ervice with the Frencharmny at Conjeveram..
The troops, of whofe approach L.-Colonel Draper had received
intelligence, were soo irregular Sepoys, under the command of an.
aétive adventurer named Lambert, with part of the borfe levied by e
Rajahfaheb, who had been fent forward to plunder and terrify the: it
country.  They croffed the Paliar, and on the 1 5th, ﬂppcal‘ed"ﬁbﬂfﬁm? £l UL
Tripaffour, and attacked the pettah, but were repulfed at the hedge:
which furrounds it, with the lofs of 2a men, by the Peons of the:
renter, and the two companies of Sepoys flationed in the fort. iy
But the Frerich army were not in fuch readinefs as the Englifh
imagined to commence the ficge of Madras. All the draught: - &
bullocks which Pondicherry had been able to colle& were not. fuf-
ficient to tranfport one half of the heavy artilery neceflary for the: ;
attack; and the greatef}t part of the train,, with many other ftores,. '
had been laden a month before on the Harlem taken from the:

Dutch, which thip failed acrofs the bay, in order to work to the 2
northward ot the other fide, when the was to firetch mrtgﬁ_agaﬁlq i

and fall in with Mafulipatam, where the was to receive more cannon, __
and ftores, and then come down the coaft to.Madrafs. The time e
was elapfed in which a well-failing veffel might have made this paf~.
fage, and without news of the Harlem . and on this difappointmerit

. Mr. Lally
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M. Lally ordered another ftore of artillery, which had been de-
pofited at Alamparva, to be fhipped on two frigates, the Diligence
and the Expedition, which were in the road of Pondicherry, but
Jaden for other voyages; fo that it would require a month before
they could get this artillery on board, and work up againft the wind
. and current to Madrafs. However, the French army might have
advanced many days before, if they had not been in want of many
other articles, which, although of much more minute detail, were
equally of abfolute neceffity. = As {oon as thefe were {upplied, the
firft divifion moved from Conjeveram on the tgth; but Mr, Lally
~ being very ill, had detained the referve until the 22d, when the
great body of the monfoon rain fell with the utmoit violence, and
dafted without intermiffiony for three days: the troops abroad, warned

by the fky, were on their march back to Conjeveram when the rain

began, but ‘neverthelels gained their way with much difficulty. and
dittrefs, and after it had ceafed, the furface of the country continued
ampaflable for feveral days. - - :

Whillt the colleéted force owoth nations <an the Carnatic. were
thus waiting the impending contliét, each were equally folicitous con=
cerning the fuccefs of the armament fent from Bengal into the north.-
et provinces. Mr. Johnftone, who had been fent from Calcutta to
concert preparations, with the Rajah Anunderauze, arrived on the
_1athof September at Vizagapatam, of which the Rajah's officers
there immediately put him in poffeffion, as the Company’s repres
fentative. The Rajah himf{elf was encamped with his forces at Cof-
fimcotah, a fort 20 miles to the weftof Vizagapatam, and 15 inland
from the fea. His letter to Mr. Johnftone exprefled much fatif~
faction that the Englith troops were coming, but fignified his in-
tention not to furnith any money towards their expences, Tem-
peftuous weather fiom the fouth delayed the arrival of the fhips and
veflels with Colonel Forde until the 20th of Oétober. As {foon. as
the difembarkation was made, two of the Company’s thips were:fint
back to Bengal; but the other, the Hardwicke, and the two floops,
remained to attend the progrefsof the expedition. The troops moved

from Vizagapatam on the 1ft of November, and on the third joined’

382 the
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immediately fent away Mr. Andrews, with feveral affif

. immediately went to the camp, which, by Tong halts and thort

-« all the countries which might be conquered fhould be delivered

this fide of Rajabmundrum, in a ftrong fituation whlchcommandc&

Tue Wan or CoRe
the Rajah and his afmy at Coffimcotah,
mined to march againft Rajahmundrum, ‘Mr.
colleled the Frefich troops from all parts, and they
advancing to attack the Rajah; but, on hearing that
troops were in motion to join him, they halted and T
Mr. Johnftone had difpatched the floop in which he came, withy -
advices to Madrafs of his reception at Vi agapatam oon which they
mts, tore~
eftablith the fattory under their own authority, on which the fettles
ment had always been dependent: They likewife fent Captain Cal-
lendar, an officer on the Madrafs eftablifhment, to at as {econd
under Colonel Forde, | The veffel which brought them arrived at Vi-
zagapatam on the 21ft of November; and Andrews with Callendar

marches, had not yet advanced 30 miles beyond Coffimeotah. Various
excufes were employed by the Rajah to extenuate this dﬂ%}' ; but the:
real caufe was his repugnance to furnifh the money which ‘Colonel
Forde demanded, who was not a liggle offended at his evafions. ‘Mr..
Andrews, who, having been chicf of Madapollam, bad long beer
perfonally known to the Rajah, adjufted their differences by a treaty,.
which ftipalated, “that all plunder fhould be equally divided; that

* to the Rajah, who was to collett the revenues; but that the fea~
“ ports and towns at the mouths of the rivers fhould belong to the
“ company, with the revenues of the diftri@s annexed to them j that
¢ no treaty for the difpofal or reftitution, whether of the Rajah’s or
% the Englith poffeffions, fhould be made without the confent of
“ both parties; that the Rajah fhould fupply 50,000 rupees a month
« for the expences of the army, and 6000, to commence: from their i
# arrival at Vizagapatam, for the particular expences of the officers.’”
e hield out likewife other propofals of future alliance, which he had
not yct-authérity toratify. = ok ke R sl am A
“The united forces now moved in earneft, and on the 3d of De-

cember came in fight of the enemy, who were encamped 4o miles o

the
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the high road, ricar a village called Gallapool, and in fight of a fort 1758,

 called Peddipore. Fhey had 500 Europeans, many more pieces of Bl ey g

cannon than they could ufe at once, a great aumber of the: troops
“of the country, of which 500 were horfe, and 6000 Sepoys. . Of the:
Englith force embarked from Bengal, only 30 Iuropeans and a few
Sepoys were wanting, who had been left fick at Vizagapatam ; o
~ that there were in the ficld 470 Europeans, and 1goo Sepoys.  The
Rajah had oo paltry horfe, and 5000 foot, fome with aukward fire=,
arms, the reft with pikes and bows: but he had colleéted 40 Euro-:
peans, who managed four ficld-pieces under the command of Mr..
Briftol ; befides which his own troops had fome ufelefs cannon. Ony
the 6th, the Englith and the Rajah’s army ‘advanced and: took. pol~
{eflion of a village called Chambole, on the high. road likewilc,.
within four miles of the enemy, when cach deemed the fituation of
the other too flrong to be attacked: on which Colonel Fotde, as the,
only means to draw the encmy from theirs to-a general action, re—
{olved to march round and regain the road to Rajshmundrum in their
rear, by pafling under the hills to their left, where the enemy could
not derive much advantage from their horfes The Rajah approved 5.
and on the gth, at four in the morning, the Englifh troops were
in motion; but the Rajah’s with their uwlual indolence not prepared
to march, Near the foot of the hills, about three miles to the right
of the village of Chambole, was another called Condore, to gain
* which, the Englith troops having filed from  the right, were in.
march, when, at day-break, they heard a ftrong cannonade towards-
the Rajah’s camp. It was from 6 guns, which Mr. Conflans,. igno-
rant of Colonel Forde’s march, had fent on in the night, under the
guidance of an.intelligent deferter, who had noticed. a fpot that bore
upon the camp; and Mr. Conflans was following to fupport them with .
his whole armny and the reft of his field-artillery. The Rajah fent
meffages after meffages, which met the Englith troops returning to his
relief; and his own, quickened by the danger, were removing as faft
as they could out of the reach of it; and having, in much confufion,.
joined the Englifh, continued marching on with them to the village
of Condore, where all arrived at eight o’clock.. Theenemy, although:
from. .



all thcir_g‘uns; At length the Jmpe‘tug,ﬁty of.the
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from * leng diftatices, continved
Englith or the Rajaly’s troops rema
‘When arrived at the villageof Con
-as before from the French encampmen
ground between, and village midway,
advanced poft. Mr. Conflans imagined the E
marched from theit encampment to Condore, in order from hent
to take pofleffion of this village, and in this perfuafion crofle
plain to prevent them, with his avhole army, and fucceeded in his'
wifth without i-trgerruiatiopff*Yet-‘#-’ﬁiﬂo’nﬂj Porde remained h ?nng“w': ,
‘Condore, to regulate his future motions by the enem: 78 Mtcdnﬁ
flans imputed ‘this ination to a canfiioufnefs of inferority, and'now
imagined that the Englith intended to march back to theirencamp- | &
ment at Chambole, to prevent which, he formed his line, and ad- _
vanced in'much hafte, and little order. AL ' e b
“The French battalion of Europeans was in the centre of the line,
with 13 field-pieces, divided on their flanks, the horfe, 500, Werebn Al
the left of the battalion; ‘3000 Sepoys formed the rig wing, and’
the fame number the left, and with each wing were fiv 'd f
pieces ‘of cumbrous canpon,  The Englith army dres é
their Europeans in the centre, the fix' field picces, divided on’
their flanks; the 1800 Sepoys were likewife equally divided, on
the wings. Colonel Forde placed no reliance on the Rajah’s in- "
fantry or horfe, and ordered them to form aloof, ‘and exeend on
«each flank of the Sepoys: all this rabble kept behind, but the rene-
gade Europeans under Briftol, who managed the four field-f leces
belonging to. the Rajah, advanced, and formed with the divifion of
artillery on the left of the Englith battalion, The line having had
time, were in exact order, and had advanced a mile in front of the
village of Condore, during which, the enemy cannonaded hotly from
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who camie on, out-marching their cannon, obliged the Englith line
to halt for afion; and it chanced that the whole of their bat-
talion ftopped near and oppofite to a field of ¥ndian corn, which
was grown fo tall that it entirely intercepted them from the enemy;
s 1tk e ' but
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* but the Sepoys on the wings were fiee in the plain on each hand. = 1758
For what reafon is not known, Colonel Forde had ordered his Sepoys Dl M
to furl their colours, which, befides the principal flag, are feveral
{mall banners to a company, and to let them lay on the ground LR
during the aétion. A - i ' ) i

* " The Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s wings greatly. outftretched

the wings of the Englifh line, and came on ‘each in a curve to -
gain their flanks ; the French battalion in the centre, inftead of ad- '_ '
vancing parallel to where by the wings they might judge the centre!

. of the Englith line would be, inclined obliquely to the right, which: |

brought them beyond the field of Indian corn, oppofite to the Englifh: |

Sepoys on the left wings whom from their red jackets, and the
want of their ufual banners, they from the firfk ap_p_rog.cfh‘ miftook.*
for the Englifh battalion; refpeting them as fuch, they halted to
drefs their ranks before they engaged, and then began, to fire in:
platoons advancing, but at the diftance of 200 yards. Neverthelefs,.

v - Y n

this was fufficient ; for the Sepoys, {eeing themfelves attacked with~
out cover by Europeans in front, and the horfe and multitude of the
enemy’s Sepoys, gaining their rear, or coming down on their flank,.
fearcely preferved courage to give their fire, hurried, fcattered, and
without command 3 and then immediately broke, and ran away to-
fhelter themfelves in the village of Chambole, and were followed by the
neareft of the encmy’s horfe. This fuccefs was greater than even the-
confidence of the enemy expected ;. and feveral platoons of the French.
Battalion were {etting off to purfue them likewife, when they faw a:
line of men with fhouldered arms marching faft and-firm from be-
lind the field of Indian corn acrofs their way, to occupy the ground:
which the Sepoys had abandoned.. '

Colonel Forde had been with the Sepoys before their flight, en--
couraging them fo’ refolution ; but faw, by the ufuals fymptoms of
trepidation, that they would not ftand the fhock, which prepared’
him to order the judicious movement, which the officers were now
) orming with fo much fteadinefs and fpirit. ~ Captain Adnet
gommanding on the left, led the line, and as foon as the laft files
were got clear of the: corn, the word was given, when the whole

¥ Al halted,,



yards to march, and the fie
fhort interval, the F rench -
buftle to get into order a
a confiderable chﬁ:emtc

Tine commenced before
~ wvifions, that is, the whol

“Captain Adnet’s on the le
down’ ha'lfthe enemy s gret

that thc enerny’s .Sopovﬁs ; tac
tinue long, 3f they faw their Eu_op&m

worder was given for the: batt&iw;l ‘to march on in
‘the left h.admg. Nethmg could mpr?ﬁi theit
too faft to keep their rank, excepting the
‘by Captain Yorke, who to have a referve for th

bmkcn, as. the. enemy had bccn, by thcl,r ovifn Lm pe tuoﬁty,

guns, which wore 1 3in number, fpread in dl;&'erent bn a;des'—g’. by
as they chanced to ftand when left by the troaps aﬁvammg to fh@ :
action,  This artillery began to fire as foon as the ground was clear
of their own- troops, and killed fome men, which only gﬂwhwed
the approach of the divifions to L].Qf& in with the ‘guns, of which
feveral fired, when the firft divifion was within piftol. M:ﬁllld Adnm ik
fell mortally wounded but hjs men. mﬂ;in*g_. n drove the
from the guns they attack;-d,, and the other divifions fol
‘the fame {pirit, obhgad thern to abundon all l:hc others. !
The day, if not comp‘letely w&onﬁus, wa& at lenﬁ ﬁ:cured o
from reverfe by the Imﬁ'ciﬁon of all thc encmys field artillery fit
for
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remained to be attacked; and Colonel Forde .haltg:d until joined by
his Sepoys, and, if they would come, by the Rajah's troops.
* The Sepoys and horfe of the enemy’s right wing were in their tarn
panic-ftruck by the fire of the Englifh battalion routing their own,
and all turned to gain the rear of the guns, keeping aloof to the left
of the Englith divifions; and then went off again with, the French
battalion to the camp. Their left wing of Sepoys behaved better,
advancing to the ufe of mufketry againft the Englith Sepoys of the
left, with whom the battalion, when filing off to oppofe the ¥ rench,
left the three field-pieces of their right; and the Sepoys, encou-
raged by this affiftance, the ardour of the Europcans marching off,
and the {pirit of their own coramander Captain Knox, maintained
their _ground', faciﬁg and firing in various dire€tions behind the
banks of the rice fields, in which they had drawn up. The enemy’s
wing neverthelefs continued ‘the diftant fire, until they faw their
battalion of Europeans quitting their guns, and the Sepoys and horfe
of the right retveating with them to the camp; when they went off
likewife; fretching round to the left of the Englifh battalion halting
at the guns, and keepingout of their reach. Captain Knox then ad-
vanced to join the battalion with his own Sepoys, and the fix ficld-
pieces, and had colleéted moft of the fugitives of the other wing. Mef-
fageshad been continvally fent to the Rajah’s horfe to advance, but
they could not be prevailed upon to quit the fhelter of a large tank, at
this time dry, in which they, his foot, and himfelf in the midft of
them, had remained cowering from the beginning of the action.
/As foon as the Sepoys joined, and all the neceffary difpofitions
were made, which. took’ an hour, Colonel Forde advanced to at-
tack  the ‘enemy’s camp; but, not to retard the march, left
the field-pieces to follow. A deep hollow way pafled along the

' for quick firing; but their camp, to which they were retiring,. ftill

{kirt of the camp, behind which appeared a confiderable number of

Europeans regularly drawn up, as if to defend the paffage of the
hollow way, and feveral fhot were fired from heavy cannon planted
to defend the approach. - Jufl as the Englifh troops came near,and
the firlt divifion of the' Europeans ftept out to give their fire, the
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field-pieces were atrived within thot ; on which all the enemy went
to the right-abiout, abandoned their camp, ‘and retreated, {eemingly
every man as he lifted, in thé utmoft confufion; but the Englifh
battalion crofling after them, many threw down their arms, and
furrendered themfelves prifoners.  Mr. Conflans had previoufly fent
away four of the {malleft field-pieces 3 and the money of the mi-
litary cheft, laden for expedition on two camels. The fpoil of the
fiecld and camp was 30 pieces of cannon, moft of which were
brafs; go tumbrels, and other carriages laden with ammunition ;
{feven mortars from thirteen to eight inches, with a large provifion
of thells; rooco draught bullocks, and all the tents of the French
battalion. Three of their officers were killed in the field, and
three died of their wounds the fame evening; 70 of their rank
and file were likewife killed, or mortally wounded : fix officers and
50 rank and file were taken prifoners, and the fame number of
wounded were {uppofed to have efcaped. Of the Englith battalion,
Captain Adnet and 1 5 rank and file, were killed; Mr. Macguire, the
pay-mafter, and Mr. Johnftone, the commiffary, who joined the
grenadiers, two officers, and 20 of the rank and file, were wounded ;
the Sepoys had 100 killed and more wounded. No victory could be
more complete. Mr. Conflans, the commander of the French army,
changing horfes, arrived on the full gallop at Rajahmundrum before
midnight, although the diftance is 40 miles from the field on which
the battle was loft; the troops took various routs, but moft of them
towards Rajahmundrum.

The cavalry of Anunderauze, although incapable of fighting,
were very ative as {couts to obferve the flying enemy, and the con~
currence of their reports determined Colonel Farde to fend forward,

500 Sepoys, which in the army were ranked the firft battalion of -

thefe troops, under the command of Captain Knox. They were in:

march at five in the afternoon. The next day intelligence was re-

ceived that many of the enemy’s Europeans, and fome of their black
fugitives, had ftopped at Rajahmundrum ; on which 1000 more

Sepoys were fent to join thofe with Captain Knox ; and the whole,,

now 1500, arrived there at break of day on-the roth.

e This.
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. Thiscity, the capital of the province, is fituated on the eaftern bank
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of the Godaveri, 40 miles from the fea. In the middle of the town,
and near the river, ftands a large fort, with mud walls of little de-
fence. - The French troops, having loft all their beft cannon, would
not truft to thofe in the fort, and report bad reprefented the Englith
Sepoys as the whole army, the Rajah’s and all, in full parfuit; and
in this perfuafion they had begun to crofs the river at midnight.
Fifteen Europeans, with all the ftores, baggage, and bullocks, which

had efcaped from the battle, had not yet embarked, and were imme-"

diately feized ; a boat loaded with many more Europeans was in the
fiream ; and four fmall field-pieces, with a thirteen-inch mortar of
brafs taken out of the fort, had juft reached the other thore when
the Englith Sepoys arrived, who fired for half an hour, as well with

. their mufkets as from the cannon of the fort, upon the boat and the

oppofite fhore, which deterred the enemy from carrying off the ficld-
pieces and mortar, or from remaining near them; and a party of
Sepoys crofling the river in boats, brought them back the fame day
without moleflation: a large quantity of ammunition and military
ftores, laid up for the French arty, was taken in the fort.

Colonel Forde, with the reft of the Englith forces, arrived at Ra-
jahmundrum the next day; but the Rajah, with his, remained at

Peddipoor, performing the ceremony of burying”the few of his people.

which had chanced to ‘be killed by the ﬁréggling thot of the fight.
The Hardwicke, and the two floops, were at anchor on the coaft fome
leagues above the field of battle, which is about 10 miles from the
fea ; and the day after the victory they failed to cruize on the enemy’s

wvellels between Mafulipatam and their fa@ories on the Godaveri
and a few days after the thip Thames was #ifpatched from Vizaga-
patam, fully laden with provifions, to Madrafs. :

The delay of every day which had retarded Mr. Lally from ad-
vancing againft Madrafs was an advantage gained ; Captain Jofeph
Smith commanding in Tritchinopoly, as foon as he received the
orders of the Prefidency, equipped 2000 Sepoys from his gartifon,
and delivered them, with two {fmall field-pieces, to the command of
Mahomed Hioof, who croffed the Coleroon with this force on the
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J1ft of November, without waiting for the troops of the allies,
whofe affiftance the Prefidency had requefted.  The polygar Tendi-
man gave affurances, and was really colleéting fome, but the Mo-
raver had returned no anfwer, and the king of Tanjore had expref-
fed himfelf in fuch equivocal terms, that the Prefidency refolved to
fend Major Calliaud, in whom the king had confidence, to convince
him of the impolicy of his indifference : accordingly this officer
embarked on the 3oth in a common maffoolah, intending to land
at Tranquebar.

The French army moved again from Conjéveram on the 29th of
November, advancing on the high road towards Madrafs: but a
large detachment, under the command of Mr. Soupire, proceededalong
the bank of the Paliar, with orders to halt between the river and
Chinglapet. On the fame day the partizan Lambert, with his troops
and two finall field-pieces, attacked the pettah of Pondomalee, which
the Enfign, Crowley, attempted to defend, but was driven into the
fort with the lofs of 30 or 40 of his Sepoys killed and wounded,
and two of their ferjeants, Furopeans, were made prifeners. On the
4th of December, Mr. Lally reconnoitred the fort of Chinglapet in
perfon, within muilket-fhot ; and, contrary to the found rules of war,
and perhaps his own conviction, determined to leave it in his rear.
On the 7th, the whole army halted at Vendaloor, and Lambert’s
party appeared in fight of the Mount, where the Englith army had
heen reinforced with 400 more Europeans from the town, being all
that remained, excepting the invalids and artillery: 300 had been
pofted, a mile and half in the rear of the main camp, at Sidapet or
the little Mount, to guard the bridge and ford over the river of St._
Thomé; but on the night after the appearance of Lambert’s party,
thefe troops were fent back to the town, and the fame number were
detached to fupply their place from the camp; for Colonel Lawrence
had no intention to rifk a general action. In the afternoon of the gth,
a confiderablg body of the enemy appeared in fight of the Mount;
but Mr. Lally had left his camp ftanding at Vendaloor, of which
Colonel Lawrence received intelligence, and regarded this appear-

ance of not moving far from it, as a feint to cover the intention of
a forced
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tWeén:ha Englith camp a d Madrafs, and."cpt"-oﬂ" their retreat to

the town: he therefore immediately ftrock his tents, and marched "

baék:'wit?i?ﬁﬁ@: whole army to the Choulery pladii: o0 L - .
~ The ground fo called ‘commenceth abou 2000 yards {outh-weift of
the white town of Madrafs, o Fort St. George, from which it is
feparated by two rivers. The one, called the river of Triplicane,
winding from the weft, gains the fea about a thoufand yards to the
fouth of the glacis. The bth‘c'r-.do'r’rfiﬁg-ft&n the north-weft, paffeth
near the weftern fide of thie black town, the: extremity of which is
high' ground, ‘which the iver rounds, and continues to the eaft,
until within 100 yards of the féa, where it wafheth the foot of the
glacis, and then turning to the fouth’ continueth ' parallel with: the
beach, until it joins the mouth and bar of the river of Triplicane.
" From the tutning of the river at the high ground, a canal, flriking

‘to the fouth, communicates with the river of Triplicane. ' The
' loW ground included by the ehannels of the!two rivers and the. cas
nal, is ‘called the ifland, which is' about 3000 yards in circumfes
rence. 7-'_*'1-260*'-jfa{'déa'-f"1-‘0m the ftrand of the féa is a long bridge
leading from the ifland over the TFriplicane tiver, to a road which
continues fouth to the towi of St. Thomé.  Another bridge ‘over
the canal, leads to the’ weft, ‘and amongft others to a village
called Egmore, from which this bridge takes its name. Coming
from the fouth or weft, thefe two bridges afford the only convetient
aceefs to the fort or white town, excepting another along the firand.
of the {ca, when the bar of the Triplicane river is choked with fand,

All the ground between the St. Thomé road and the fea 1s filled
with village’s'_and enclofures; and fo is that on the left, for half
"4 mile towards the Choultry plain, from which a road and {evera
finaller paflages lead through them to the St. Thomé Road.

Tt was neither the inkention of the: Prefidency; nor: of: Colonel
. Lawrence himfelf, to rifk the army on the Choultry ‘plain, more
than they had at the Mount; for a defeat in the field was the certain
tofs of Madrafs, as the enemy in their fuperiority had 300 Europcan.
PR - hotfe,.

a forced march in the ‘night, 'higher up, -acrefs the river of St 1758.
ch might bring the French army before morning be- et

itk
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horfe, excellently mounted and difciplined; the greateft number
which had hitherto appeared together in India. Thé intention
was to gain time, for every day was precious; and not to difpirit
the troops, who were to fuftain the impending fiege, and might
have made finifter refleétions if they had been haftily led back with-
in the walls, before their oyyn underftandings were convinced of the
neceflity. The ground and the advantages which were taken of it
by Colonel Lawx ence, fecured thc1r retreat, when it thould become
neceffary.

The Choultry plain exténds two miles to the weft of the enclo-
fures which bound the St. Thomé road, and terminates on the
other fide at a large body of water called the Meliapore Tank,
behind which runs with deep windings, the Triplicane river.
The road from the Mount paffes two miles and a half under the
mound of the tank, and at its iffue into the Choultry plain, was a
kind of defile, formed by the mound on one hand, and buildings
with thick enclofures on the other. Colonel Lawrence, retreatmg
from the Mount, halted and remained durmw that and the next day,
which was the roth, oppofite to this défile, ,On the 1tth he cut
through the mound of the tank, which fwamped the whole length
of the road, and then retreated to the other extremity of the plain,
clofe to the enclofures neareft the Triplicane river. In this fitua-
tion his field-pieces commanded the road leading acrofs the plain to
that part of the enclofures through which this road continues to that
of St. Thomé, which from the junétion continues ftraight to the
bridge of Triplicane. Three companies of Sepoys were advanced in
front on the left, to a choultry ftanding at the fkirt of the plain,
where the road enters the enclofures.

The French army remained at the Mount during the 11th, but
marched before day-break on the 12th; and at fun-rife all their Eu-
ropean cavalry, having taken a circuit to the fouth of the plain, ap-
peared at the choultry fo unexpectedly, that the Sepoys fcarcely
ftaid to give their firft fire, and ran into the enclofures on their left,
through which they gained the main body. The cavalry, thinking
themfelves fecured by a fmall grove, which was in the rear of the

choultry,
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choultry, drew up in the front of it, but were immediately gnnoyed by
the advanced field-pisces; of which, feveral thot made way through
the trees and killed three troopers; on which, all gallopped away to
the St. Thomé road, intending, it thould feem, to puth to Triplicane-
bridge, and then either continue on the ifland, or advance along the
ftrand of the river in the rear of the Englifh army; but oppofite to the
governos’s garden, 500 yards from the bridge, they found the road
ftockaded acrofs, as well as the lane on the left, along the gardeniwall,
by which they might likewife have come round; and in thefe two
pofts were three companies of Sepoys, with two guns ; and the St,

Thomé road, for a long way, \had no other iffue to the left, The

firft fire from the flockades drove the cavalry up the road until out

of reach. i . _

* Mean while the main body of the French army appeared iffu-
ing from along the mound of the Mecliapore tank, and advanced
along the road, which was here’ between an avenue of trees,
cannonading at intervals from fome of their ficld-pieces : they

were anfwered without intermiffion by fix from the Englith line,

until their van were half through the avenue, and within rooo
yards, when Colonel Lawrence ordered the retreat. The line
marched off their ground by the right, and pafling a village called
Chindadrapettah, crofled the river of Triplicane, where it was for-
dable without difficulty; they then continued round two or three
hamlets to the Egmore bridge, which leads over the canal into the
Ifland. Here they halted fome time to receive aguard of 30 Europeans
pofted in a redoubt at Egmore, in which was the powder-mill of
~ the garrifon.  As foon as this party joined, the whole army croffed
the bridge, and after fome detachments of Eurapeans and Sepoys had

been draughted and fent to defend the paffes of the black town,.

the reft of the army marched into the fort. Mr, Lally gave no in-
terruption to the retreat, probably becaufe he {ufpeéted fome ftrata-
gems. Three Europeans were killed. in the cannonade, but the

French loft 10, and as many wounded.
At the fame time that the main body of the French army were
advancing to the Choultry plain, their irregular Sepoys with Lam-
/ . bert:
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. bert had proceeded along the fouth fide of the San Thomé river, in
Dicorts, -order to attack a redoubt fituated oni the fide of it near the fea.
The guard was only one company of Sepoys, who, getting intelli-

: gence in time, retreated along the beach and arrived fafe in the

garrifon. ] il :

As foon as Colonel Lawrence came into the fort, the council of
the Prefidency affembled, and by an unanimous vote committed the
defence of the fiege to the governor Mr. Pigot, recommending to him
to confult Colonel Lawrence on all occafions, and on extraordinary
emergencies to affemble a council of the fuperior officers of the gar-
rifon. The French army immediately encamped on the ground which
the Englith had quitted, but fent a detachment acrofs the Tripl-
cane river, which took poft in the redoubt at Ifgmore. :

As the French army were advancing from the Mount, 300 Euro-
peans, with two twelve-pounders, had been fent off under the com-
mand of Lieutenant Colonel Murphy; againft Pondamalee. They
arrived at noon, and Murphy fummoned Enfign Crowley, with

‘threats, as refifting in an untenable poft, although the fort was of
ftone, and furrounded by a wet ditch. On Crowley’s refufal, the
twelve-pounders were employed until night, when 20 of the
French detachment had been killed or 'wounded, and little damage
had been done to the wall 3 but the Sepoys within, expetting nei-
ther fuccour nor quarter, began to waver; on which, Crowley
marched with them out of the fort in deep filence at midnight, and
pafling where he was apprized the enemy kept flight watch, got
out of reach before they were ready to purfue; and, knowing the
country, came in the next morning by the north of the black town.
The number was 500, in five companies, of which three were the
garrifon of Pondamalee, and two had retreated hither from the fort
of Tripaflore. ' '

Their arrival brought in the laft of the troops, ftationed in diftant
out-pofts, and completed the force with which Madrafs was to fuf-
tain the fiege. The roll of the European military, including the

officers with 64 topafles, and 89 coffrees incorporated in the compa-
: el nies,



Book X. SieEceE or ForT S7. GEORGE,

nies, amounted to 1758 men. The Sepoys were 2220. Of the
Europeans 24 were troopers mounted. The Nabob’s horfe were
200; but, from experience, very little fervice was expected from
them. The European inhabitants not military were 150 men,
and they were appropriated without diftinétion to ferve out ftores
and provifions to the garrifon., The native boatmen, who alone
can ply acrofs the furf, had been retained by fpecial encourage-
ments, and their huts, with their mafloolas or boats, extended
under the wall next the fea, where it was fuppofed not a fhot
was likely to fall. ‘The Nabob, with his family and attendants,
had come into the fort on the day that the army retreated from the
Mount ; but although lodged in one of the beft houfes, were much
ftraitened for want of the room and conveniences to which they had
been accuftomed.

The French army continued on the other fide of the Triplicane
tiver during the day they arrived from the Mount, and all the next;
but at two in the morning of the 14th were in motion, and hzwmcr
paffed the river where the Englith had croffed, proceeded at the back
of Egmore to the village of Viparee, which is about a mile to the
north-weft of that poft, and from whence a good road leads nearly
Rwveft to the northern part of the black town. Parts of the ancient
bound hedge, and the ruins of fome guard-houfes, ftill remained
along the north and weft fides of the black town; and, with
the channel of the northern river, rendered the greateft part of the
weftern fide very defenfible: but on the fide facing the north, were
many gaps, too open to be maintained. The army, having advanced
to the ford acrofs which the road from Viparee leads into the town,
fired their ficld-pieces before them, which the guards returned
with their mufketry, but the Sepoys only with one fire, and then
ran away. The Europeans, neverthelefs, defended the ford, and
feveral other acceffes on either hand, until they perceived that feve-
ral parties of the enemy had entered on the north fide ; when all
retreated as faft as they could to the fort, and none were inter-
cepted. In the fkirmifhes, three of them had been killed ; but of the
enemy, eleven. ‘Soon -after, the whole of the French army ap-
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peared in the fouthern p
upon the efplanade of the fort*.L
their quarters near the beach of the fea
lion of India, on the rifing ground to
hind | buildings which  fereened thmi
nm paits. A mulntudc of the natwes,

two or three deiertcrs came min I@ﬁ_-am“‘"_ L them, -
that the French troops were all mnplqu& in ranfacking the houfes,
and that they had difcovered feveral warehoufes ﬁlleﬁ-{’_f th arrack, -
- with which moft of them had already got drunk ; and fitch as were 4
pereeived from the town, appeared ftaggering under their loads and
liquor ; on which it was refolved to make a ftrong fally before they
thould have time to recover themfelves. -
Five hundred of the beft men Were ¢ ;_._Wgh}:cd“ I g
command of Lieutenant-colonel Draper, swho fuggefted t i
and 100 with Major Brereton were to follow a little w}x after
a covering party. At eleven o'clock Draper s detachmen &
out of the weftern raveling two companies of gxenadzera led the
line, but the two field-pieces were in the rear, Their way was fieft,
300 yards ftraight on to the well, where a bm&gefcroffesa fragnated
arm of the river that communicates with the weftern ditch of the fort,
This bridge gives accefs to and from the black: ‘town by the. afcent
of the r:f'ucr ground, and is laid pointing to the N.w. the alcent
beging alimoft s foon as you have croffed the bridge, and the road
to the top contimies about 300 yards in that dlre&mﬂ, when

it turns into.a long ftreet of Indian houfes, which runs near}cy north
and fouth, and is crofied by feveral others on either hand. Such
was the ncgligence and fecurity of the French army, that ﬁwy did
not pereeive the approach’of the detachment, until apprized bya
miftake of the Englith drummers, moft of whom being black boys,
began to beat the grenadicrs march as foon as they e entewed the ftreet:.
. on
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on which the whole line from one end to the other fet up their huzza;
but even on this warning the enemy did not look out with fufficient
attention to be certified in which fireet the detachment wasadyancing,
but drew up at the head of another, which ran parallel to-it, about
too yards ou the left; in which: they advanced 2 or 3 platoons
about so yards lower down, at the opening of a crofs-ftrect which
gave a ftraight communication between the two: the Englith troops
marching on did not receive a thot until they came oppofite to this ad-
vanced guard, which then fired, and with execution, for the diftance
was point blank: the firft of the line returned the fire, but being the
company §f grenadiers ‘halted no longer than this operation, and
then proceeded; for Draper, knowing -how near, and where the
enemy’s main body were drawn up, would not ftop the line, but
fationed two platoons from 'the fucceeding companies to continue
the fire, and prevent the enemy from breaking through the ftreet.
He at the fame time ordered the two field:pieces to advance from the

rear to the front, and the troops marching in whole files opened to-

the right and left'to let them pafs; but before they were brought
up, the grenadiers and fome more had puthed on to the head
of the long ftréet, in which they were marching. . This was
terminated by another much broader that crofled it, coming on the
right from the efplanade of the fort to the eaft, and continued roo
vards on the other hand to the weft of the long ftreet, where the
crofs-ftreet turned to the north and then again to the weft. In that
part of the crofs-fireet to the left appeared the regiment of Lorrain,
with four field-pieces, drawn up facing the fouth, oppofite to the
ftreet in which they had pofted their advanced guard, and were ex-
pecting the Englifh troops; to whom in this pofition they prefented
their flank quite naked. = Beyond them, in the continuation of the
{treet, after it has turned to'the north, the battalion of India, which
comprifed the' troops belonging  to the French company, were af-
fembling:  Not' amoment was loft in" taking the advantage; the
grenadiers, and as many more as the breadth of the ftreet, which
was here 5o yards, would admit, faced and fired; but had fcarcely
time to give a {econd, before the two field-pieces came up. In that
part of the crofs-ftreet where the Englith troops had faced; and in
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“eough 'to/ prevent a fingle rank of mufketry from

Tuz Waw o5 CoRomannsr. — Book X!
front of their left, dimofk ﬂﬁjbmmg@mml
patled through, lay the ruins of a demolifhed houfe, ‘which fpread
more than halfeway over the crofs-fireet, and although not high

rubbith, did not admit the ficld-picces, which were there; ore drawn
up to the right of the rubbith, and the troops which had ftood
there made roomy for them, by crowding along the adjoining walls
on that fide of the crofs«ftreet. Thefe alterations created {ome cons
fufion; for they were made with much hurry from the ardour: of
fetting the field=picees to work; which did not d.t,fappamtthr:mqmq
tation, but firing with grape knocked down numbers. Lorrain
fearcely ftood a minute before all the men ran info ‘the oppofite
houfes; and all the officers could do was to twrn the field-pieces;,
which the gunners likewife abandoned after the very firft difcharge.
Draper immediately commanded his ewn firing to ceafe, and the
grenadiers to follow him to the enemy’s guns, to which he ran; and
fired a piftol, but without effect, at an officer who remained by them,
which the officer having returned with as little, offered to furrender
himfelf and the guns, when Draper perceived that he had been fol-
fowed by only four grenadiers,: In the fame inflant, many of the
French foldiers, encouraged by the ceafing of the Englifh fire, and
the backwardnefs of the men to advance with' Draper; gathered
again in the ftreet, and began to fire; by which two of the grena-
diers were killed, and the other two wounded before they got
back ta their own men, and Draper returned ‘with them.: Now the
field-pieces and mutketry on both fides cormenced the hotteft fires
but with encreafing havock from the enemy, whofe numbers were
augmented every moment by the battalion of India ; and many of
the Englifh foldiers began in their turn to take fhelter in the neareft
houfes and enclofures, | Neverthelefs, 'the brunt: of this fight con~
tinued 20 minutes, when Draper convinced that no fuccels was to
be expeéled, and that the arrival of Lally’s regiment from the feas
fide might cut off the whole detachment, ordered the retreat ; ‘but
not a fingle drummer was found tobeat it.. The grenadiers of the
Company’s troops, not having reom to be employed in the erofs~
9 kit & i el Atreet
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ftreet occupied by other platoons and the ficld-pieces, had gone into a
large enclofure on the fide of the ftreet oppofite to the rubbith ; and
as well as the others who had taken fhelter in houfes on the right
were not apprized of the retreat : all who were marched huddled to-
gether down the crofs-fireet, which opened in lefs than 300 yards
upon the efplanade, and under the protection of the guns of the fort ;
but the enemy followed o clofe, and their fire both of cannon and muf=
ketry became fo fuperior, that the two field-pieces in the rear of the
detachment were abandoned; and the enemy’s divifions had advanced
to the enclofure in which the grenadiers had taken refuge, before they
had thought of marching out. They were offered quarter,which they
accepted, becaufe they could make no effeCtual refiftance, although
they were eighty, the prime men of the garrifon. = During the fight
in the weftern part of the black, town, the regiment of Lally towards
the fea were with much. difficalty got; under arms by Mr: Bufly; for
moft of the common men were reeling drunk, ' However, they had
advanced, fheltered by houfes from the fire of the fort, until they came
within 300 yards of the ftreet in which the Englith were retreating,
and arrived there juftas the line were coming out of it upon the ef-
planade, when the interval between them was open to the fire of the
fort ; the fear of whichy and the miftruft of their intoxicated men,
deterred the officers from leading them on to the fair attack before
them ; and they only fired random mufketry, and from two field-
picces ill-pointed at Draper’s line, who, as {oon as out of the ftreet,
turned fhort to the fouth, and proceeded on the lower ground under
the houfes which fkirted the welt face of the efplanade, until they
came oppofite to the north-weft angle of the glacis, and met in the
way the covering party with Major Brereton, which had advanced
and was waiting for them in good order : the nearer the line came to
the fort, the greater became their hurry to get into it, for many ran
over the glacis; but all the officers, with as many men as they could
keep tagether, marched in order to the entrance on the eaftern face
of the north rayelin. . Noofficer; excepting Lieutenant Billock, was
killed on the fpot; but Major Polier, Captain Hume, and Enfign
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Chace, were mortally wounded: P
s~ . otheritwo were taken. - Caprain’
~ fhot through the 'body*' Lieutenan
: Enfign Cook; were Weundsd»aﬁﬂ @akeﬂ#
1 file 103 were ‘taken, of whom 19 ‘were
| wounded, and fifty were left dead abr
in the open aétion, for ‘nore’ than 20
| ferént houfes, moﬁly frabbed w1th bayonets, and’ 1

tagonifts lying dead befide them's’ fo that the igﬁrt’iﬁm} Mzm&w@

| or fetvice 'of more than ’aw‘*feﬁx&x& ‘and fix ‘officers ibym:; syt T
The French acknowlédged 200 ‘of their rank. and file killed'and ,
) wounded ; and had 12 officers wounded, Saubihat mmkab}yg . R
07 qu feear s dts  theee iKilled on! the! i‘petnthey Joft mﬂy four: puﬁu;ip;@ ‘of whgatim_. R

Wdasite Lo oot O WS the Count B’ Eﬁ‘aagn hl&quarters wereh Hy'soregis
bibfort, bt £t ment near the beach, and on' the! firft fiting he m&mﬂdﬂsdw:ﬁj e
- AR and came galloping down the crofs-fireet tmthe‘iﬂmf%f ) t%h& Wﬂh ki
(hva s do « grenadiers, whom, being ihort-ﬁghtad; cfoi'uperhﬂ not feeing at all
Rpe Bl e Luksian through'the fmoke, he took for French. Ptoﬁp&s,mdrf"’” ived
' /% : miftake until within a few yﬁfﬂ%«mﬂ“}ﬁmbﬂ}@ umbling,  thi
him, and before he could recover himfelf, he was' fe zed by two _
drummers, who ' had' their fwérds drawn: MMMHJ"‘_,'_' :

tenant Smith, the fame who was ﬁﬂ&%ﬁ&st"- pr el
fteppetl between: his. confequence bﬁiﬁg’ *kﬁown, “'hﬁ”’w
diately fent away ‘with an officer and a'file ‘Of men’ M*ﬁ!el-‘fat!ﬁg
Mr. Laily blamed excellively his own regiment for not mafehing on-
the firft ﬁre, which had they done; andfs‘ﬂicﬁtrbaps been’ lefsfﬁmmi
cated, it is probable that very few of the ‘Englifh detachment would
have efeaped. - He éndeavoured to fixithe favlt on Mr. Bufly, who
juttified himfelf by the delay of Mr. Lally's orders, without which;
according to the regulations of ‘the' fervice, the reg‘imtﬁt eéﬁlﬂ ot
tmarch; and then Buﬂ}f led ‘them. '~ My, Lally regretted exceedingly

,J the 16fs of Saubinet and the Count D’Eﬁmgn, and W.rﬂi‘i'&%?i s for

| the one poflefed all the qualmes of an’ able gcnm},’ma the ethér 6f
an active partizan, R R ok et s

Very
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Very few cafes: permit a ftrong fally from the garrifon at the
‘opening of a fiege ; the prcfen’t was in fome meafure juftified by the
fuppofition that the ‘enemy’s troops were intoxicated:and in confufion:
- -but, notwithftanding the ardour of the onfet, it left noadvantageous
impreffion of the firmnefs of the garrifon with the French officers ;
and Murphy, ofe of the moft experienced, propofed that a general
.affault thould be made on the town in'the enfuing night, in four
divifions, and offered to lead the principal attack himfelf, It was
lucky for them: that his advice was not followed.

The next day the French army began to prepare their batteries,
“but in fituations concealed by houfes from the view of the ramparts ;
however, the motions toand fro left little doubt where they were
at'work, and fhells as well as thot were fired at intervals throughout
the day to interrupt them ; although fparingly, except when certain
of effect; and this prudent thrift was obferved throughout all the
days, until they opened theirtbatteries: but their '1rtillcry which had
embarked for the fiege was ftill at a diftance at {ea, and on the day
of 'the fally - party of four companies of Sepoys, detached with
Lieutenant Airey by Captain Prefton from Chinglapet, took the
only 13 inch mortar, which was coming by land : it was efcorted by
150 Sepoys; they were intercepted and defeated between Sadrafs and
Cobelong ; but Airey, having ‘no bullocks to draw off the mortar,
ruined it as well as he could, and left it on the road.
. Intelligence had been received that one of the veffels which had
been laden with artillery at Alamparva, was detained at anchor off
the point of Conimere, about 15 miles to the South of Sadrafs, by
the contrary wind and current; and a Dutch fhow béing in the road
of Madrafs, it was refolved to equip and employ her to attack the
French veflel; accordingly. 2o failors belongmo' to the fquadron,
who had been lately exchanged, and 40 of the marines left by Mr.
Pococke, were fent on board under the command of a naval officer
of experience; but juft as he was going to'weigh, the failors refufed
to {erve, pretending that they kiiew the French thip was much too
ftrong for them; on which they were relanded on' the 1oth, and

the '1t tempt was 1@1111q111fhcd
The
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the fiege; and the garrifon il ‘more

' “The expemenm of. ﬁcxv&yfw%q h
vcﬁeﬂ liad convihced ﬁthababw

swhich he and:his family would: fuffer: by

ufelefs confumption and mbamﬁhm it ﬁﬁ-;hﬂs ﬁehﬂn@h i
fitted of 1400 \men,: with 200 }hm-ﬁ bﬁiﬁhmﬁﬂ”\_“ )

neverthelef, could not decently. be- dzfmaf&id whilft hie e
At was therefore refolved, with mutual fatisfadtion, that he;ﬂmaﬁd

proceed by fea with his wife, ‘women, and eWmamﬂ their imme-

diate attendants, on board the luw.h ﬁmwywhmh was to Aaaithem
at the Dutch fettlement (of metn from whence, being in the
Tanjore’ country, they might! proceed fecurely to 'I‘mchmewiy
They embarked, attended by, one ‘of the council, on the night of

"5,

the 2o0th, and before morning were lout of ﬁght ‘the wambm de-

pendents were then told, that they might provide for thcn‘ own
fafety, and in a few nights moft of them quitted the town. vk
Ow the 16th at night, a fally was made to the north by zpixEum-

peans, and as many Sepoyss but they were. d:i'mm& before they

got clear of the glacis, and. returned ‘without ;ﬁrmg Twmﬁlﬁé@
were made on the night of the rgth 3 the ohe by 20 Europeansand
30 Sepoys, under the command of Enfign Bonjour, who proceeded

to the nothward under the beach to the firft houfes' beyond the

efplanade, when fome of the Sepoys cried out they faw horfe, and
giviug a feattering fire took flight, which obliged ithe Europeans,
after giving rhcnrq, to retreat likewifes but before they were out of
reach, they received the enemy’s, by which ene was killed and two
wounded, The other fally was of 1000 Sepoys, under the com-
round of Jemaul Saheb, to the fouthward ; they were to beat vpia
guard pofted at the ﬂarden-houfe, and then proceed to St. Thomé,
n order to feize a picce of battering cannon which was waiting
there for bullocks, under the efeort of a company of Sepoys: they
marched over the Triplicane-bridge, but had fcarcely got into the St.
Thomé Road, when they received a fire from' the firt enclofure on
the left, which threw the whele body into a pa.mck and all, ex-

ceptmg
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cepting 3o or 40 returned into the fort, and none of them had re-
ceived a wound. e .

- On the 21t another detachment of rooo Sepoys with 20 Euro-
peans fallied at 10.0%clock in the day, under the condué of Lieu~
tenant Balantyne and Enfign Crowley, in order to beat up a party
with 2 guns which were reported to be pofted at the pagoda in the
village of Triplicane about a mile to the fouth of the fort. = They
croffed the bar of the Triplicane river, and proceeded, driving feveral
{mall Sepoy guards before them to the pagoda; where, not finding
either the party or the guns they were fecking, they turned into the
St. Thomé road, and croffing it, marched along the other road, which
leads to the Choultry-plain, intending to attack the enemy’s guards
on the outfide of the enclofures near the village of Chindadrepettah;
but before they arrived on the plain 300 Iluropeansiwere reported ad-
vanicing from T'riplicane river, on which the detachment marchedback
to the bridge, and returned by the ftrand of the river to the bar, where
a company of grenadiers were waiting to cover their retreat. Whilft
this detachment was abroad, two pieces of battering cannon, drawn
by a great many bullocks and Coolies, were perceivg:d croffing from
the village of Chindadrepettah to the s, w. towards the black town;
and being within random fhot of the weftern baftions feveral cannon
were fired upon them, which foon  ftopt the bullocks and Coolies,
and one of the guns funk to the axel-tree in the mud; upon which
300 Sepoys, encouraged by the promife of a reward, marched with
Jemaul ‘Saheb to {pike up thefe guns: on their appearance the
‘drivers caft off and hurried away the bullocks, and the Coolies ran’

away; but before the Sepoys got to the bridge, which leads to

Egmore, 200 European horfe, followed by fome infantry, appeared
advancing from the camp in the black town; on which' the party
- was recalled into the fort. _ b '

. On the 17th, all the Englith prifoners that had been taken at the

{ally were fent away for Pondicherry. They were 100, and were’

efcorted by 150 of the European horfe, 40 European foot; and so0
Sepoys.  They moved flowly, and proceeded towards Sadrafs, by the:
road near the fea fhore, which pafleth by Cobelong, where they were!
[1xVor TL ' 3 E halting
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halting on the 19th. Captain Prefton, zealous to recover the pri-
‘Decemy”. foners, marched in the night of the 19th, with the greate(t part of
the gavrifon of Chinglapet, to intercept them. His party was only
8o Kuropeans, 400 Scpoys, and two field-pieces. They croffed the
country, and halted at 10 o’clock next day fix miles to the fouth of
Sadrafs. A channel of 20 miles in length extends from Cobelong
to within three miles of Sadrafs, and has at each extremity an open-
ing to the fea, from which it receives its water, and at times enough
to overflow the country a mile a-crofs, in which ftate it was at
prefent. Befides the road leading from Cobelong to Sadrafs along
the fea fhore, there is another within the inundation, and Prefton
remaining where he had halted fent half his force over the water
with lieutenant Airey, to wait for the enemy on the other road; two
hours after appeared a body of 400 Sepoys, within fome black horfe,
whom Prefton kept at a diftance and difperfed; and in the evening,
Airey’s party returned without any tidings of the efcort, which had
pafled on to Sadrafs before he croffed the water, on which Prefton
marched back to his garifon, where he arrived the next day.

The commandant Mahomed Iffoof, after having been detained
thiee days at Outatore by the rains, arrived on the 29th of No-
vember at Thiagar, where he was joined by the killidar, Kiftnarow,
with 250 horfe, and 1000 foot: and Mahomed Iffoof himfelf had
enlifted 100 horfe on the road. Their forces marched on the firft of
December, and invefted Elavanafore, which ftands ten miles to the
well of Thiagar. There were in the fort two companies of Sepoys
belonging to the French, with a lieutenant, Dumefnil, and three
other Europeans, a ferjeant, and two gunners, and two field-pieces:
this garrifon defended themfelves until the clofe of the evening,
when they furrendered. Fifty of the Sepoys took fervice with Ma-
homed Iffoof; the reft were difarmed and permitted to go where
they pleafed, but the four Europeans were fent to T'ritchinopoly :
fome ftores and ammunition were found in the fort. The next day
Kiftnarow went away with his own troops to get plunder, and on -
the 7th burnt a village in fight of Fort St. David; but Mahomed
Wloof did not move until the 5th, when he proceeded to Tricolore,

2 a fortified
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a fortified pagoda, ten miles'to the north of Elavanafore. On the
6th, he was joined by 200 horfe, 1 500 Colleries, and 250 Peons,
fent by the Polygar Tondiman, and the day after attacked the
pagoda, in which were three companies of Sepoys, who defended it
with much activity until eight at night, when they offered to fur-
render provided they were permitted to march away with their
arths and effects; and having already killed 15 and wounded 55 of
Mahomed 1ffoof’s troops, he accepted their terms; and then follow-
ing the track of Kiltnarow marched to the eaftward, fpreading his
army to ravage the country, all of which, as far as the. fea, paid
revenue to the French. On the 15th they appeared at Villenore,
within fight of Pondicherry, and brought fo much terror, that the
inhabitants of the adjacent villages took fhelter in crowds within
the bound hedge. On the 18th they cut the mound of the great
tank at Valdoor, and let out the water to deftroy the cultivations

G
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it was referved to fertilize. The fivord was little- ufed, but fire ’

every where, and the cattle were driven away to Tricaloor. Mr.
Lally on hearing of thefe devaftations, fent word to Mr. Pigot,
that he would retaliate, by putting men, women, and children to
the fivord in the territory about Madrafs; he however forbore to,
cxecute the threat. On the 21ft Mahomed ffoof was joined by
3%1‘101'{'5 from Tanjore, not furnithed by the king, but hired there
with his permiffion, by Mahomed Iffoof’s agents; on the fame day
Kiftnarow returnied with all his troops to Thiagar. The next,
Mabomed Ifloof began his march from Villaporum to the north-
- ward, #till continuing his ravages. Rajahfaheb, with a confiderable
body of horfe, had been for fome time at Conjeveram, waiting to
prote€t thofe diftri€ts from his excurfions, and on his appraach
croffed the Paliar, and advanced to Salavauck, as feemingly with in-
tention to give him battle ; but on better intelligence of his force,
took fhelter under the guns of Vandiwath. Lambert was alfo on
the other fide of the Paliar with 400 Sepoys, 25 Europeans, and
two guns, but on the fame information marched round and ftopt at
two days diftance in hisrear.  On the 25th Mahomed Iffoof with
his army joined Captain Prefton at Chinglapet. '

j 3E2 ; On
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On the 22d the Harlem, {o long expeéted by the enemy, anchored
in the evening at Onore, three leagues to the north of the black
town. ‘T'he next day, the Thames, laden with all kinds of pro-
vilions, arrived in the road from Vizagapatam; the wind was high,
and the fhip had but two anchors, and in the next forenoon parted
from that by which fhe was riding, before one that was coming
from the fhore on a catamaran could reach her; and the Harlem
getting under weigh from Onore at the fame time, fhe ftood out to
fea, intending to regain the road in the evening, but before night
was driven out of fight to leeward. She brought the news of the
vilory gained by Colonel Forde at Pedipore over the French troops
with Mr. Conflans, which the fort announced to the enemy by 21
guns pointed upon their quarters from the northern baftions, and the
fire of the whole garrifon drawn up in the covered way. The next
day the Harlem ftopped and feized a veffel trading from the northward,
laden with 1000 bags of rice, of which the French camp was much
in want. ‘The artillery brought by the Harlem was not fufficient
to fupply the intended batteries; but feveral cannon and mortars
unladen from the Diligent and Expedition at Alamparvah, and
brought in boats from thence to San Thomé, paffed every day from
this place to the camyp in the black town, and generally acrofs the
plain of Egmore, within fight of the fort; but fince the fally of the
Sepoys on the 21ft, the efcorts were too ftrong to be at'tacked?'by
any parties which the garrifon could with prudence rifk at that
diftance. But the ftock of gun-powder neceflary for the batteries
was not yet completed; for this was brought the whole way from
Pondicherry or Alamparyah, by land; and, for the want of bullocks,
with much delay. - :

The commandant Mahomed Iffoof on his arrival at Chinglapet
difpatched the greateft part of his horfe, which were now near 1000,

. to ravage and deftroy the country about Conjeveram, from which

the French government drew revenues, and.their army before
Madrafs, provifions, On the 27th, he marched himfelf with his in-

fantry, intending according to inftructions he had received from.Mr,

Pigot, to furprize the French troops which were quartered in the
: town
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town of San Thomé; but Captain Prefton thinking this a hazardous
enterprize, refolved to participate.in it, and accompanicd him with
80 Europeans, two field-pieces, and fix companies of Sepoys, from
his garrifon.  They arrived at ‘the Mount on the 29th, and were
re]omed the fame day by the horfe from Conjeveram: during the
enfuing night, a detachment of 500 Europeans, of which 100 were
cavalry, 6oo Sepoys, and 8oo black horfe, marched from the black
town and other pofts, under the command of Mr. Soupire, and at
day-break the next morning had paffed the village of Sidapet, and
were within fight of the Mount before their approach was known;
however, the altivity of Prefton and Mahomed Iffoof {topt the effeéts
of the furprize,:and in a few minutes the troops from: both their
camps were in march: the enemy halted and began to cannonade,
which was returned and continued until 11 o'clock, when Captain
Prefton feeing an advantage, made a puth ‘with the Chinglapet
troops, and. feized two of |their guns, whilft Mahomed Ifloof with
his kept the main body at bay and prevented them:from ‘making an
effort to refcue thems however, the enetny retreated in good order to
Sidapet; for the greateftpart of Mahomed Ifioof’s cavalry were, if pofli-
ble, worfe thau the black horfe:-with the French, and few of either
ventured within arm’s length of each other..  Fifteen of the French
Europeans, with fomé of their Sepoys and horfes; were left dead- on
the plain, but they carried away their ‘wounded; of whom, fifteen
were troopers s moft of this exécution was done by the ﬁeld-pleccs,
the Chinglapet troops loft only one European, but feveral Sepoys;
and more of Mahomed Iffoof’s Sepoys with {ome of-his horfemen,
were killed and wounded: both Prefton’s and Mahomcd Tiloof’s dis
wvifions continued at the Mount. .

At break of day the next mormng, [1000: Scpoys, thh thc
troop of horfe, fallied: from' the garrifon-of Fort -St. George by
the fouthern gate; in order!to beat up the guards at the bar of
the river, the gatden-houfe; and thé: village of Triplicane, which
they effected without opp@ﬁuon, they  likewife intercepted  a
tappy ‘or letter-carriery coming ' with many to the ' French -army,
which gave information’ of the atrival of a veflel at Pondicherry
ﬁom the ifland of Mauritius - with -yo: chefts  of filver, This
day
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1759. day clofed the year. Mr. Lally intended to open the next with
m his firft fire againft the fort; but the preparations to equip a large
detachment intended to attack the troops with Prefton and Mahomed

Hloof, deferred the battery to the 2d of January.
| The French, whilft in poffeffion of Fort St. George, after taken
| by Labourdonnais, had made f{everal improvements and additions to
| the flight works they found, which neverthelefs, rendered the fort
little capable of long refiftance againt the regular approaches of an
Furopean enemy; nor had they given any extenfion to the internal
arca, which did not exceed 15 acres of ground. Neverthelefs, the
Englifh let the place remain in the ftate they received it from the
French in 1751, until the beginning of the year 17563 when the
expectation of another war with that nation, and the reports of the
great preparations making in France againft India, dictated the ne-
ceflity of rendering it completely defenfible. Accordingly all the
Coolies, labourers, and tank diggers, which the adjacent country
could fupply, were from this time conftantly employed on the for-
tifications: their daily number generally amounted to 4000 men,
women, and children, who had continued on the works until lately
driven away by the approach of the French army from Conjeveram.
An addition had been projected in the year 1743 by the engineer
Mr. Smith, father of Captain Jofeph Smith, which included as
much ground as the former area of the fort: the ditch which marked
its limits was then dug and faced with brick, and was fupplied with
water by a communication with the northern river, which at that
time ran along the foot of the ancient wall to the weft; but on
account of the expence, nothing was then raifed above the furface,
and the naked ditch remained when De Labourdonnais came before
the town, neither an obftruétion nor an advantage to his attack. It
was in the fame condition in 1756, when the new works were re-
folved on; and the plan of Mr. Smith having been approved by Mr.
Robins, the fortifications on this fide were raifed in conformity to
that projection. - To join the new rampart with the old baftion to
the s.w. and to gain the ground in the new area which was occu-
. pied by the river, its bed was filled up, beginning from the s. w.
- baftion, with earth dug from the edge of the rifing ground of the
black
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black town to the north~weft, which the excavation removed 40 yurds
farther from the works: but only two-thirds of the bed of the river
under the old wall had been choled up.. The river, {topped in its
former channel, was dire@ed in another, which environed the weft
and part of the fouth face of the new works, wafhing in fome
places the foot of 'the glacis, until it rejoined its former bed at. the
head of the {pit of fand, The old wall of the weftern fide ftill re-
mained asa retrenchment to capitulate on, in cafe the outward thould
be carried. The new extention on this fide comprifed three large
baftions and. their out-works. The fouthern of thefe three baftions
communicated with the old baftion, which ftood before on the s. w.
angle, by the curtain raifed acrofs the former channel of the river;
and this curtain increafed the fouth face of the fort from 130 to 210
yards.  Neverthelefs, the works on this fide were much lefs de-
fenfible than thofe to the weft and north; but the {urface of water
and quagmire in the river before it, rendered this front inacceflible,
excepting by the labours of a much greater army, than the prefent
attack. The ground on the north of the fort gave the befieger much
more advaitage than on the other fides ; and this face was therefore
firengthened. in propertion : the two former baftions and rampart,
as improved and left by the French, were fuffered to remain; but
the ditch and glacis which they had dug and raifed, were, the one
filled up, and the other removed further out, to admit better works,
In the front of the N, w. baftion was raifed another capable of mount.
ing 28 guns; each of the faces were 100 yards in length, and a
battalion might be drawn up on its rampart, although a large
vacancy was left in the gorge, or back part, to increafe the interval
towards the former baftion behind, which this was intended to co-
ver: it was, from its fuperior firength, called the royal baftion, ' A
demi baftion, correfponding with the royal, was raifed before the old
N. E. baftion, that ftood on the beach of the fea, which, bowever; the
demi baftion did not entirely envelop; for its right hand or eaft face
extending ina line parallel to the fea, adjoining tothe fhoulder angle
of the northern face of the old baftion, leaving this face free to fire for-
ward, but confining the extent of ground it commanded to the fame

width as the {pace between the eaft face of the demi baftion and the
' " fea:
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fea: to the weftward, the old baftion had two guns clear of the demi
baftion, which fupplied the defence on this fide by four guns in the
flank, and feven in its northern face. The two new baftions commu-
nicated with each other by a broad fauflebray that pafled along the
foot of the old fampart and baftions; this fauflfebray was defended
by a ftout parapet feven feet high, which adjoined to'the flanks of the
new baftions.  The ditch on this front was dry, becaufe the ground
here was feven feet higher than the level of the canal which fupplied
the ditches to the weft and fouth; ‘bat a cuvette or trench, feven feet
deep and 2.5 feet broad, was dug the whole length of the' ditch, which
before the fauflebray was 180 feet wide, and before the baftions, ninety.
The covered way of this front was broad and well pallifaded, and con-
tained between the two baftions a large ravelin capable of 18 guns,
nine in each of its faces, "The glacis was excellent, and little’ was
wanting to complete ‘the defences on this fide, excepting mines,
which the want of time and bricklayers had not allowed. The
weftern face had likewife its covered-way palifaded, and glacis, and
contained three ravelins, of which that in the middle was the largeft.

The eaftern face extended along the beach of the fea within twenty-

yards of the furf; but fhips could not approach near enough to batter
it with any efte¢t; and no guns could be brought to bear upon it by
land. Before the fea gate, which ftands in the middle of the cur-
tain, was a battery of 13 guns; fifty yards on the right of this bat-
tery was a platform of old ftanding, with 14 guns to return falutes,
which had hitherto'been left without a parapet : the original curtain,
although nothing more than a brick wall four feet thick, had never
been ftrengthened; but a trench, fix feet deep and 10 wide, had

lately been dug before it; and a ditch, with palifadoes, was intended

to have been carried round the battery and the platform, but had not
been executed at either. - The only danger on this fide ‘was from a
fudden affault or furprize, which could rarely come by boats landing
unawares acrofs the furf; but always, and with eafe, by a body of

men pafling on the edge of it by either of the baftions at the extre-*

mities 5 to prevent which, a row of anchors, backed by palifades, and
' a trench
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a trench were extended fiom the neck of each baftion quite nto
the furf. . No buildings, excepting fheds, had been raifed in the
new ground taken into the weftward; and in thofe of the old,
the bomb-proof lodgments were not fufficient for the fecurity of
the garrifon.

"The firft appearance of any work-done by the enemy, had been dif-
cerned in the morning of the 18th of December, when Lally’s regi-
ment had completed a breaft-work clofe to the fea, 580 yards from

the covered way; it was theltered by houfes on the right, but open.

in front to adireét fire from the north-eaft and demi baftions : from
this breaft-work they continued a trench by two zig-zags 180 yards
nearer the fort, which brought the trench 4o yards upon the efpla-
nade: here they began a battery intended for many guns, which
extended from the beach, parallel to the fame fire as the breaft-work,
and behind this battery, on the right, they raifed another for fix mor-
tars, which they completed by the end of the month; but the con-
{tant fire of the fort had retarded their work and prevented them

405
RIS

[l
January.

from opening any embrafures in the battery for the cannon, becaufe

they had not enough ready for this, and another battery of fix guns,
which the regiment of Lorrain had on their fide completed at the
opening of a ftreet on the rifing ground to the weftward, which en-
filaded the face of the royal baftion, and the covered way before it ;
behind this battery were two mortars imprudently fheltered by the
rubbith of houfes, which had been demolifhed for the purpofe.
The garrifon called this the Lorrain, and the other by the fea,
Lally’s battery.

At break of day, on the 2d of January, the Lorrain battery be-
gan to fire both its cannon and mortars, which were foon followed by
four thirteen-inch mortars from Lally’s, which threw their fthells in
vollies all together. The fort returned with fhells as well as fhot
upon the Lorrain battery with 11 guns, four on the weft face of the
Royal, five on the flank of the Demi, and two on the weft flank
of the old north-eaft baftion: this fuperiority in lefs than an hour
difmounted two of the Lorrain guns, and obliged them to withdraw
the other four ; but againft the mortars, cither here or at Lally’s,

. Vor, Il 8 the
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the fire of the defences c:ould hm hntlc &ﬁ‘b&g’: :

they were concealed and, defended, as ufual, by a ghm m«m i

parapet: this annoyance, therefore, continved until feven in ‘the
evening, during which time only 8o fhells had been thrown from

both, all of which fell about the middle of the mhabiwdépm of the -

fort, where ftood the government houfe, againft whichi they feemed

to have been aimed, and two went through the upper roof s much

mifchief was alfo done to'the adjoining buildings; but not a fingle
perfon was either killed or weounded by their fall or explﬂﬁamaf- nor
had any one {uffered by the cannon fhot of the mummg |

As foon as the night clofed, feveral of the pnncmpeﬂ Eurexpean
women, with their children, were fent away in three mafloolah
boats, to refide under the protection of the Dutch fettlement at Sa-
drafs; they had not been gone two hours before intelligence was re-

ceived from Captain Prefton, that a French detachment had fur~

prized the fort of Sadrafs, taken polfeffion of the town, and made
the garrifon and all the Dutch inhabitants prifoners; but it was too
late to recal the Mafloolahs.” Amnother lettet from Prefton, which
came in the morning, gave mformatxou of an a&mn whxeh he hﬁ&"
fuftained the day before.

The town of San Thomé was becom& al poﬁ of great ennfeqmnca

to the French armiy. The remdins of an ancient ditch and bad

groond round moft parts of the town, with the river and the

Englith redoubt to the fouth, fecured it from furprize, unlefs at~ :

tempted by very fuperior: numbers, They accordingly made, the’
town the ftation of their boats, as well as the temporary wpdﬁmrf
of their convoys coming by land, and had likewife eftablithed in-it
one of the hofpitals of their camp: but the jun&mu» of Mahomed'
Iffoof’s troops, with Prefton’s, rendered the maintéiance of the
town an objeét of much greater doubt and folicitude, than when it

was only expofed to fallies from the garrifon of Fort St. G‘eurgéP'
and the body of French troops which had engaged' Prefton and Ma-
homed Hfoof at the Mount on the 3oth of December retreated i im=
medmte!y after the attion to San Thomé.. The day ‘aftet the ac«
tion Prefton received intelligence that the partizan, Lambert, was
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advancing from the fouth, with a large quantity of ftores and a ftrong
efcort; on which he moved from the Mount, in order to intercept
them, and encamped at Trivambore, which is a village with a pa-
goda, fituated two miles to the {fouth of San Thomé, and one from,
the fea thore. He was followed by the troops of Mahomed Iffoof’;
it having been agreed, in order to prevent jealoufies as well as con-
fufion, that the two commands thould move and encamp in fepa-
rate bodies. The troops of Mahomed Iffoof confifted of 3500 foot,
500 horfe, with three bad field-pieces; they encamped to the north
of the village, and extended almoft to the fea, with their front to-
wards San Thomé. Captain Prefton, with his divifion, which con-
fited of 600 Sepoys, with 8o KEuropeans, and two brafs three-
pounders, pitched their tents to the fouth, looking out for Lambert
towards Sadrafs. Mr. Lally, apprehenfive that they intended to
attack San Thomé, increafed the European infantry there to 530
tank and file, and the European horfe to 150, Mr. Soupire coms
manded, and leaving all the black troops, whether horfe or Sepoys,
marched at three in the morning with the Europeans only, who were
650 horfe and foot, and without field-pieces, - Half an hour before
day they fell on the camp of Mahomed Iffoof, which had gained no
warning of their approach. The furprize and confufion was {o great,
that Mahomed Iffoof himfelf efcaped at the back of his tent, and his
troops fled every way under the enemy’s fire, which lafted 1 5 minutes
without interruption; during which Prefton turned out his line, and
{ent forward his piquets to difcover, who returned without perceiving
any figns of troops to the {fouth; at the fame time the crowd of fu-
gitives fhewed that the enemy were in poffeffion of Mahomed Ifloof’s
camp, and Prefton, judging that their order muft have been much
broken by the onfet, the action, the darknefs, and the interruptions
{pread over the ground, immediately refolved to attack them; and
marching with his whole divifion at the back of the village to the
weftward, came on the flank of Mahomed Iffoof ’s camp, almoft as
foon as his approach was difcovered ; where the French troops,
thinking they had routed all their enemies, were collecting the plun-
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return of the bcﬁ' of . Mahnmdd ‘Iﬁbﬁrf’s Sepo 's.n verthel fome
of the enemy in different partics cndeavouﬁed to raily; bat, hﬂwﬁg
no ftrong or colleéted fire to return, they fell, the more they wven-
tured to make refiftance, aud all st length broke in confufion; but,
when at fome diftance, the officers prevailed on them to ftop, and
they marched off in order.  They had got pofleflion of the two field-
picces, of Mahomed Jfloof’s divifion, but did not tarry to draw them
off. | Thirty-fix of their Europeans were counted dead; of whom
one was 2 captain, and another a lieutenant,  Of the Englifh troops
in both actions two Europeans were killed and fix wounded'; of *thu
Sepoys 60, and 1213 but onliy three of the. ‘black  cavalry, and
five horfes were killed. ' On a review at three o’clock in' the afters
noon, only 700 of Mahomed Iffoof s Scpoys ‘were nﬂmbeml gt"ﬁﬁ
the reft ‘of his troops, cavalry, Collerics, and Sepoys, on a. Afuppo-
fition that Prefton’s divifion had been as eafily routed as themielves,
fled acrofs the country, nor thought themfelves fafe before 'ﬂ’iby gm -
under the guns of Chinglapet; and, according to th,eﬂ' mple,
the market-people ran away with’ then' bullocks and praw’ﬁms; of :
which there was not fufficient for one meal left in the camp; ﬁnd
this want obliged the troops which remained to march away the fame
evening with the appearance of defeat, as far as’ Vemialoer, in order
to meet a fupply from Chinglapet, = = gt 1 Vi et
The fuperior fire of the fort in'the morning detei‘mmed thé enemy
/to wait until they could renew the attack with lefs diﬁJroper‘tmm
On the 4th a fmall floop laden with ftores and ammunition worked
through the road and anchored near the Harlem, and maffoelas hat% :
every day paffed between St. Thomé and the black town.” ‘At day-
break on the 6th, a volley of fix mortars were thrown from tﬂﬂj"s :
 battery, as afignal of preparation, and they were the firft, either fhot
or fheil, which the enemy had fired fince their mortars ceafed on the
evening of the ad, although the fort had conftantly fired both to in~
terrupt their work. At fun-rife they commenced a regular cannon-
i ade
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ade and bombardment, which confifted of feven guns and fix large
mortars from Lally’s, and feven guns, with a howitz, from the
Lorrain battery, with the two mortars in this quarter, which, how-
ever, fired but feldom. Although the Lorrain battery fired only from
feven embrafures, it had been augmented to ten, of which the ad-
ditional four were in a return, or extending from an angle to the left
of the other fix, and bore upon Pigot’s, the next baftion on the weft
front to the 'zft of the royal. The enemy’s fire, both of fhot
and fhells, was direted more againft the buildings than againft
the works. The fort returned on Lally’s battery 11 guns, from the
old north-eait baftion, the north ravelin, and. the royal baftion.
Againft the Lorrain battery, likewife, eleven guns, four from the
royal baftion, two from the north-weft curtain near Pigot’s baftion,
ahd three from the centre ravelin called St. George’s on the weft:
but more guns bore upon the batteries, if it had been neceffary to
ufe them.

The enemy’s mortars continued through the night, and were re-
joined in the morning by the cannon of the preceding day, and two
more, from a battery intended for four, which was raifed on the ef-
planade, adjoining to the weft-fide of the burying-ground, about
100 yards to the weft of Lally’s battery, and almoft in the perpen-
dicular of the N.w. or faliant angle of the royal baftion, from
which it was diftant 450 yards. The two guns, now opened in the
burying ground, bore upon the weft face of the north ravelin and on
the weft flank of the old N. E. baftion. The enemy’s cannon ftill
continuing to point high, did little daimage to the works, but the
buildings, much damaged before, fuffered greatly by the fall of
their fhells. At the twilight of the next day, the 8th of the
month, the three mafloolas which had been fent with the Eng-
lith women to Sadrafs, landed at the fort. The French being in
pofleflion of Sadrafs, had feized thefe boats, laden them with so
barrels of gunpowder, and feveral other military ftores, and fent
them with the fame boatmen guarded by a French foldier in
each, to their own army in the black town. At four in the morn-
ing when oppofite to the fort, each of the {oldiers had fallen faft
afleep, on which the boatmen concerted in their own language with

the
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ing firft poured water into the ﬁrelock,qverpwcmﬁméhow-&a )

foldiers, and then Janded the hoats at the fea gate. This uncommon
inftance of fidelity-and fpirit in men, ‘who are deemed a ‘mean and
outcaft race, was rewarded and _eneouragaed;by"?ayiﬁg t%«emhﬁm

The enemy’s mortars renewed at midnight, and at day-break theit
cannon, with twe picces more, mounted in the battery at the bury-

ing ground. Inthe afternoon they fet fire to a warchoufe nearthe s. &,

baftion, full of faltpetre and brimflone, which could not be extina
guithed for feveral hours; during which the enemy plied the fpot,
where the black column of fimoke arofe, with thells and plunging
thot, which did no damage. ~ Licutenant Brooke, a diligent officer
in the artillery, was killed by a cannon ball in the demi-baftio
‘The enemy’s fhip Diligent, reladen with artillery and all kind of
flores, anchored in the morning off the black towa, having been 30
days in working along the coaft from Alamparva, although the
{traight diftance is not 66 miles. 1) ST DR ARG
The fame fire, but more frequent on both fides, continted on the
gth, the enemy’s mortars fiill againft the buildings; but their cannon,
whichin the twopreceding days had only filenced two guns, inthis dif:
abled or difmounted five, and two mortars, In: the night, Dbefides the
ufval repairs, five embrafures were cut through the glacis of the fa-

liant angle before the demi-baftion, pointing obliquely againft Lally’s

battery, and guns were mounted in thems; but Lally’s, neverthcléﬁ,
difinounted two guns on the demi baftion the next day; and on the
11th all the five towards the land on the ‘old N. E. baftion were dift
abled by this and the Lorrain'battery. Early this morning the enemny

likewife opened two more guns ina ricochet batteryintended for four,

which they had raifed near the Englifh hofpital, on the rifing ground

fronting the centre ravelin on the weft fide of the fort, againft which,

however, it was not intended to fire, but to enfilade the royal baftion:

it likewifc bore upon part of the north-weft curtain towards Pigot’s.
Notwithftanding this battery flood at a much greater diftance from
the fort, than any of the other three, it was more expofed than either
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of them to a fally; for none of the guns had embrafures, but fired,
plunging over the parapet, and the guard might be beaten up, and the
guns {piked, before fuccour could arrive from the neareft of the
enemy’s quarters: aware of this they had carried on a trench, from.
the end of the ftreet through which Draper had marched, to-the foot
of the bridge, which crofled' the ground fronting the battery, and
a picquet guard was conftantly kept in the trench, ready to give
the alarm. = They had likewife began a breaft-work at the bar of
the Triplicane river to the fouth, in order to annoy the black people

and cattle, which were fheltered on the fpit of fand.at the foot of

. the glacis on this fide; and as many inconveniences would enfue
from their difperfion, it was refolved to drive the enemy from the
break-work. ;
Accordingly a detachment of 200 Europeans,.of which half were
grenadiers, and 400 Sepoys, marched under the command of Major

Brereton, between four and five in the morning, whilft it was fhill-

dark: when arrived at the bar they received a fire from fome Se-
poys pofted behind the unfinithed parapet, which killed one and:
wounded two of the grenadiers; but, as the Sepoys immediately dif-
appeared, the fire was not returned, and. the detachment proceeded:
through the coco-nut groves to the left, without meeting any other

oppofition, until they came into the lane which leads into the St..

Thomé road, along the garden wall of the governor’s houfe, when

a trooper, {ent forward, difcovered a party of the enemy drawn up;
at the end of the lane, with a field-piece. On this intelligence the:

advanced guard of grenadiers marched up brifkly, fired, and pufh-

ing on, received the difcharge of the gun loaded with grape, as well’
as the mufketry that fupported it, by which five of them were:
wounded, and' Lieutenant Robfon mortally : the reft, neverthelefs,
feized the gun before the enemy had time to fire it again, who took.

thelter in a houfe and garden on their right, from whence their fire
killed three Sepoys and wounded two, with an European, before they

were diflodged. It was yet {carcely twilight, and.as the grenadiers
were drawing off the gun, Jemaul Saheb, the commandant of the Se--
poys, who had been prying in the St. Thome Road, difcovered another-
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gun a little below the garden-houfe, and ‘appeari
honour, was permitted to feize and bring it off wit
poys only, which they effeéted without receiving any return to
firft fire, The detachment marched back the fame ‘way they had b
come, and arrived in the fort at fun-rite with the two guns, ahdﬂve
European prifoners, one of whorm was an officer feverely wounded. A
Previous to this, two other, but flight {allies had been ‘made; the
one to the N. w. bridge, which fired into t‘he'enemy_?s--trenéhjb?féré. :
the hofpital battery; the other, to diffurb the workmen mthezrg_
zags to the northward; this party advanced to the head of the work,
killed a centinel, and brought away two ot three ‘mufkets, without
any lofs. The enemy’s mortars flackened this day, but the fire of their
cannon contimued with as much vivacity as before, and difabled four
guns, which as ufual were replaced before the next morning. -

By this time it was evident that the enemy intended to direét the
ftrefs of their attack againft the two northern baftions, which dic- i
tated the neceflity of fecuring them with additional defences : ‘ac-’ |
cordingly a palifade was begun in the ditch on thehi-tbe-_r-ﬁ_d_é of'the
cuvette, to extend, quite round the demi baftion s 4 blind, or ram-
part of carth, at 30 yards diftanice, in the ditch before SHE T L
baftion; and a fafcine battery of fix guns, on the {trand 'b'ét-wpﬁn
the caft curtain and the fea,a little in the rear of the thoulder angle
of this baftion.” Karly the niext morning, which was the 13th, a thell
from the fort fet fire to fome huts behind Lally’s battery, which'
fpreading, caught a magazine, and blew it up, with a number of
louded ' bombs: no fire pafled this day either from or againft the
N. E. or demi baftions; and no gun was difmounted in any part of
the forts but the enemy doubled the number of their workmen in’
the zig-zag, who were interrupted as much as poffible by what fire’
bore upon them from ‘the royal baftion, the north ravelin, and the’
embrafures of the faliant angle before the demi baftion ; in the night bl
the enemy fired with a field-piece loaded with grape, from the head %
of their works, on a fmall party poftednear this angle, under the co-
ver.of a boat, and wounded - three of them, on which the reft re<’
tired dnto the covered-way, i b it

In
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Inthe morning of the 14th, the enemy opened a battery of three €759
- mortars between Lally’s and the burymg-grmmd ‘but i the rear of Jaouary,

both, and concealed by the houfes between them, from the fight of
the fort: their fire this day difabled a mortar and two guns: during
the night a conftant fire of mufketry from the covered-way, and of
cannon and mortars from the works of the north front, was kept
up againft the enemy’s approaches, and retarded their progrefs. On
the 1sth, they had 10 guns mounted in Lally’s, and kept up
* through the day a fire from 21, befides their 11 mortars as before:
but Lally’s guns did all the mifchief to the works, difinounting two
guns in the demi, and two in the north-eaft baftion, and their fhot,
which flew over, took in flank the three other batteries towards the
fea, and difimounted two guns on the fea-gate battery, ‘two on the
faluting battery, and one on the s. E. or St. Thomé baftion, in all
eleven: the fire on the trenches continued through the night, from
which the enemy, neverthelefs, detached a picquet, which drove in
the party pofced on the falient angle of the glacis.

The enemy’s cannonade continued on the 16th, with the adch-
tion of two guns on Lally’s battery, which now fired with 12, all
24 or 18 pounders, to which the fort could only oppofe the direét
fire of fix of equal weight, which were from the north-caft and demi
baftions; for the guns in the falient angle of the glacis, and in the
fafcine battery on the ground below, were of infetior calibres; and asit
was conftantly neceflary to employ many men in reinftating the da-
- mages of the demi baflion,a traverfe was raifed to preferve the guns i
its flank from the enfilading fire of Lally’s; and whilt this and other
work was doing, the three embrafures of its face to the right, which
were open to the fhot of Lally’s, were kept clofed until the next day;
{o that no guns in this baftien were either fired againft, or difmount-

ed by that battery; which having the more to ufe againft the other

works difabled oneon the north-caft, and obliged the garrifon to with-
draw the five guns in the falient angleof the frlams ;and as the trenches
were now advanced within 50 yards, thefe embrafures werefilled up,
and the earth levelled again to the general flope of the glacis,

At 11 at night a fally was made from St. George’s or the weit ravelin
1" "Wok.,. 11, 3G o
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