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1,759. northward, Bangar-yatchum, Bomrauze, and Damerlah V enkytap- 
pah, wrote letters o f congratulation, although they had given no 
afiiftance during the liege: they were ordered to guard their own 
hills, and affifl Chandergherry and Chittore, if  attacked. T h e  minor 
Polygars nearer Madrals were frightened, in expectation o f  punifh- 
ment for the robberies they had committed in the Englifh cliff 
t rifts during the diltrefies o f the fiege; but their delinquency 
was overlooked, and they were told to affift the forts o f Ponda- 
malee and Tripaffote, into which garrifons o f  Sepoys had been 
lent, as foou as they were abandoned by the enemy in their retreat 
to Arcot.

E ven the cautious M ortizally o f Velore congratulated the Frefi- 
dency on the repulfe o f the fiege. T h e body o f Morattoes, with 
Gopaul Row, who had in the preceding year warred and gained the 
half of Cudapah, and to whom proffers had been made for their aff 
fidancc, remained at the paffes o f Damalcherry, waiting the event; 
and as loon as the French retreated, Gopaul Row  claimed 12 lacks, 
o f  rupees, alleging that he had negleffed other concerns o f greater 
confequence, in expeftation o f the ultimate fummons o f the Prefi- 
dency, and that the dread of his troops had obliged the French to 
raife the fiege. It was known that he had equally been offering his 
afliftance to the French, and the Prefulency recommended to him, to 
cut their army to pieces before they reached Pondicherry, and then he.
Ihould have the money. H e replied, in leveral letters, fraught w ith  
infinuations of the m ilchief he intended to bring on the Englifh, as 
well at Bombay, as in the C arn atic; and fent 500 o f his M orat
toes to join the French arm y; but M r, D eleyrit, the governor o f 
Pondicherry, advifed M r. Lally not to entertain them, becaufe they 

would not fail to plunder with greater detriment in the French dif- 
trifts, as more extenlive, than in thole which the Englilh had reco
vered. I hey were difmiffed with compliments and a fmall prefent, 
on which Gopaul Row, to compenlate and revenge the difappoint- 
ment, fent a detachment round the hills, which took poffeffion of 
the town, and pagoda of Tripetty, intending to colleft the revenues, 

o£ the approaching feafl in A pril, which the French government

expedited;
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eXpedted to receive. This detachment in their way fummoned the ? 759- 
three northern Polygars as friends to the Engiilh, to pay their fhares March, 

of the chout, or tribute, which Gopavil Row had demanded, and had 
not time, to exact in the preceding year.

The king of Tanjore fired guns, and congratulated on the fortune 
and prow els of Madrais; and the Prefideney, encouraged by his pro- 
feffions, propofed to him to afii.ft them in a plan to furprilc the fort of 
Karical, when the fquadron fhould arrive on the coal!: to which he 
aalvvered, that the laid lioftiiities of the French had ruined ins coun
try, and that the crop at prefent. on the ground would likewife be de- 
ftroyed, if  dirturbunces were renewed ; hut that, as the Englifh had 
beat off the French army from Madrais, they fhould immediately 
drive them out of Pondicherry, when Karical .would fail of courle.
He was then requelled to let beeves be purchaled in his country as 
provifions for the fquadron; which the itridtnels oi his religion re-* 
yarded as an abomination, not would he fuller the interpreter to go 
on in reading the letter written to him on this fubjedh

The Nabob, ever frnce his arrival at Tritchinopoly, had continued 
lick. His diforder was a jaundice, produced by excefs of vexation at 
the late humiliations of his fortune: the repulfe of the French attack 
on Madrais conduced not a little to the recovery of his health; but 
his mind retained much folicitude for every future contingency.
However, the vigilance of Captain Jofeph Smith had preferred 
the diftridts dependant on the city in peace and cultivation, and 
their revenues were more than lufficient to defray the neccflary^ex- 
pences of the garrifon, as well as of the Nabob’s family,. I he 
great number of French prifoners in the city, who were 500, 
whilft the European force in the garrifon did not exceed 70 men,, 
hacl been an objedt of conftant anxiety, and plots were continually 
difeovered of their intentions to break out of their dungeons; 
which obliged Captain Smith, to confine them with the. utmofi fen 
verity. The Rheddi of Terriore, whom he had driven out of that 
town and diftridf in the month of July of the preceding year, 
went away with thofe who efcaped with him, to the borders of the.
Myfore country, where he was, at different times, joined by fuch as-

were
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1759. were difafFe&ed to the other Rheddi, who had been reftored in his
VMarchf Read. They fometimes made plundering excurfions into the coun

try between Terriore and Utatore; but attempted nothing of confe- 
quence, However, their numbers increafed; and they kept up a 
•correfpondence with feveral of the principal men who continued to 
refide with the Rheddi in Terriore. When Mahomed Iffoof march
ed away in November to the relief of Madrafs, the garrifon of 
Tritchinopoly could not fpare the number of Sepoys necefiary to 
complete his command, and three of the five companies which had 
been left in Terriore, were recalled to make up the deficiency. As 
foon as they were gone, the expelled Rheddi, with his troops, who 
were waiting to retake the place, arrived before they were dil'covered 
at the barrier of the wood, where fome of the remaining Sepoys were 
Rationed ; but the reft of the guard had been feduced, and inftead 
of aftifting the Sepoys, turned their arms upon them, and deli
vered up the barrier to the enemy, who marched on, and ad
vanced to the town without interruption, fending fo much terror 
before them, that the Rheddi within, with his troops, and the in
habitants, that adhered to him, ran away into the wood and hills, 
leaving the Englifh ferjeant, with the Sepoys, to defend them- 
felves as they could. The ferjeant took poffeflion of the palace, 
which was an extenfive building ; but the enemy furrounded it in 
the houfes on all fides, that not a man could appear who was not 
expofed to their fire, which obliged the ferjeant to capitulate, and he 
eafily obtained permiffion to march away to Tritchinopoly, with their 
arms, and whatever elle they chofe to carry. Captain jofeph Smith 
had received fome intelligence of the intention to attack the place, 
and had detached fome troops to reinforce it, but it was loft before 
they arrived at the wood. This event happened in the end of No
vember. In the next month, Huflein Cawn, who had been driven, 
in the month of July, from Seringham by a detachment from T rit
chinopoly, returned from Pondicherry with fome Sepoys and two 
field-pieces, and took poll: at Utatore, intending again to advance to 
the ifland, and retake the pagoda; but Captain Smith lent a party 
from the garrifon, under the command of Captain Blake, who did

not
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not fuffcr them to reft until they took refuge in the Myfore coon- I 759j < 
try, where they remained, propofing ichemes, and Eliciting afiid- Miuh. 
ance; but meeting little encouragement from this government, Huf- 
iein Cawn offered to join the Rheddi, who had retaken Teiriore, 
in making incurfions into the Nabob’s country: but the Rheddi, 
making a merit of refraining from the mifchief in his power, proffered 
money and regular terms of lubmiffion to the Nabob, who, for the 
fake of the money, and to lave the expence of defending the diftant 
villages, accepted his obedience, and confirmed him in the govern
ment;, in which this was his fourth inftalkition, and the other 
Rheddi had loft and refumed it as often.

The countries of Madura and Tinivelly had relapied into their 
former ftate of anarchy and confufion, after Mahomed Iffoof, with fio 
Jar ere a part of his force, was recalled out of them in the month of 
July. All that the fevert companies of Sepoys left in the city of 
Madura could do, was to colled from the country provifions fiiffi- 
cient for their fubfiftence. The incurfions of the Nattam Colleries 
from the north, and of thofe under the Polygars along the hills to 
the weft, ruined or appropriated whatfoever cultivation or revenues 
arofe in the diftritts at a diftance from the city. T o  the fouthward, 
in the Tinivelly country matters were much worfe. Maphuze Cawn 
for got all his former profeffions of reconciliation, united more firmly 
than, ever, and took up his refidence with the Pulitaver, who led 
the weftern Polygars; and CataborninaSg, with Etiaporum, who 
were the heads of the weftern, concluding from the fiipeiiorify of 
the French in the Carnatic, that the affairs of the Nabob and the 
Englifb would never recover , feized whatfoever country lay conve
nient for them: nor did the five companies of Sepoys left in the fort 
of Palamcotah, and bereft of all alliance, venture any oppofition to 
their encroachments, or even to maintain the town of Tinivelly; of 
Which Maphuze Khan and the Pulitaver once again took poffeflion.
The Sepoys contented themfelves with preserving Palamcotah, where 
they were often obliged to defend the walls againft the fkirmifhes of 
the Pulitaver’s Colleries, which confumed their ammunition ; and, 
as none of their letters reached the Carnatic, or even Tntchinopoly,

they



' . - ' / n

i 759. they wrote by the hand of a Topafs, a letter to Anjengo, which is 
the fouthern of the Englifh fa&ories on the coaft of Malabar, re- 
quefting fupplies; but the Topafs writing what he thought Englifh, 
the letter was fo unintelligible, that the fa&ory neither underikxxl 
from whence or whom it came, nor what they wanted. A t length, 
letters from Mahomed Iffoof procured them credit, which enabled 
them to purchafe provifion, and even to get lead and gunpowder 
from the fea-coaft in the bay of I utacorin. It was very fortunate, 
that the fidelity of the Sepoys in Madura and Palamcotah continued 
unfhaken; for had either of thefe fortreffes been betrayed, no means 
remained of retaking them; and the ceflion of Madura might have 
purchafed Hyderally, the Myfore general, to join the French, who 
at this very time had an officer of diftindtion treating with him at 

Seringapatam.
The repulfe of the French from Madrafs had increafed the danger 

of lofing thefe countries, fince the French, being no longer under the 
neccffity of keeping their whole force colledled in one point, might, 
ftill leaving fufficient to oppofe the Engliffi army in the field, detach 
the reft to other obje&s. The partizan Lambert was moving with 
his flying troops from Pondicherry to the weftward; and danger 
to the city of Madura might accrue even from Huffein Cawn, if 
he ffiould get a body of Myforeans to accompany him from Dindigul.
On thefe confiderations, the Prefidency relolved to fend Mahomed 
Iffoof back into thele countries, and to accept his offer of renting 
Madura and Tinivelly together, at the rate of five lacks of rupees 
for the enfuing year clear of all charges, excepting what might 
arife from the neceflity of defending them either againft the French, 
the Myforeans, or Morattoes. The Nabob had, ever fince the firft 
appointment of Mahomed Iffoof to conduct the war in thefe coun
tries, regarded him with fufpieion and averfion, and infilled that they 
f-hould be left to his own chipofal and controul; although he had 
not in his whole dependance, a relation or officer of military refolution 
and experience fufficient to maintain them in this time of difficulty.

The French and Englifh armies continued almoft in fight of each 
ether for two and twenty days; the one wifhing to be attacked, in

their

X -̂g jf*
4<58 T he  W a r  of  C o r o m a n d e l . Book XI.



$ ^ S \  - - / n  1

i m i  - <SL
Book X I. T he C a r n a t i c . 469

their ports at Conjeveram, the other, a general action in the open 1759. 
plain; and neither was feduced to give the advantage which the T pTIl 
other defired. Moft o f the dirtricts to the fouth of the Paliar were 
under either the protection or jurifdidtion of the French govern
ment; and as other defiances had failed, Major Brereton refolved to 
march into them, as the likelieft means of bringing the enemy to 
a battle, or. at leaft o f obliging them to quit Conjeveram, when 
fome opportunity might arife of retaking this place, without 
which, even the dirtricts already recovered a9 far as the Englifh 
army had advanced could not be protedled, unlefs by their con
tinuance in the field, and in this part of the country. Accordingly, 
the army moved on the irt of April from their encampment at Papa 
Braminy’s Choultry; on the 6th, they arrived, and took poffeffion 
o f the pettah of Vandiwafh, in which they began to open ground 
agaift the fort, and fent to Madrafs for tw o  pieces o f battering 
cannon ; and a detachment fent by Captain Prefton from Chinglapett 
beat away the guard at Outramalore, of which place he took pof- 
feflion, to fecure the line of communication with Vandiwafh.

Mr. Soupires neither gave any interruption to the Englifh army, 
as they were marching away, nor followed them. Mr. Lally had 
ordered him to rifle nothing, and the French army had for fome 
days been reduced to great diftrefs for want both of money and 
proviflons. The fiege o f Madrafs had exhaurted the treafury o f Pon
dicherry, and its revenues were anticipated by mortgages for loans, 
and what monies could be collected from the country between Con
jeveram and Arcot, or borrowed in the camp, fcarcely furnilhed the 
expences o f the day, and the inhabitants of the neighbouring villages 
finding that the Englifh paid punctually, and at better prices, evaded 
as much as poflible to carry any proviflons to the French camp. The 
renters of the neighbouring dirtricts magnified the detriment which 
their lands had fuffered from the Morattoes o f Gopaul Row, in order 
to protract their payments, by the plea of difcufling their accounts.
In this fituation, Mr. Soupires confidered the removal of the Englifh 
army as an advantage; flnce it permitted him to retreat to. Arcot, 
with the appearance of parting on equal terms. He left in Conje- 

V o l . II. 3 o  veram
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1 750, veram 300 Sepoys and 100 horl'c, under the command of Murzafa- 
-;•'' beg, who had deferted from hie Englilh a little before the Lege of 

Madrafs. TJbe renters at Arcot furnifhed Mr. Soupires money and 
nrovifions for eight days, and he extended his troops in different 
parties between Arcot and Trivatore, which is fituated 20 miles s. w . 
in the high road from thence to Vandiwafh.

Mr. .Lally, as ioon as he heard that the Englilh array was before 
vandiwafti, immediately came out of Pondicherry with 300 E u
ropeans, ordering Mr. Soupires to meet him with the main body at 
Chiftapet; where they arrived on the 14th. Trivatore is farther 
f  rom Chittapet, than it is from Vandiwafh. T h e  nearer road from 
Vandiwalh to Conjeveram is not good; but from. Vandiwafh to 
Trivatore, and hence to Conjeveram excellent, and of quicker 
clifpatcb, although by the large angle it makes feveral miles more. 
Major Brereton was informed in the evening of the 13 th o f the march 
o f the French army with Soupires, arid that the whole had puffed 
Trivatore; on which he decamped in the night , from Vandiwcih, 
and, by a forced march, arrived the next day at Trivatore, which 
he found abandoned, and blew up one of the baftions; and con
tinuing the fame Itrefs of march they arrived, on the evening of 
the 15th, near Conjeveram. Several letters had parted with Murza- 
fabeg, who pretended to be willing to betray his truft, but alked fuch 
terms as proved, that he only wanted to gain time until the french 
army could come to his relief; on which Colonel Mon Ion, with the 
advanced divifion, inverted the pagoda in the evening, which it was 
determined to ftorm the next morning. Murzafabeg no longer diffem- 
bled, but kept up a brifk fire o f muiketry through the night; by 
which feveral, and Colonel Monibn himielf, were wounded.

The gateway of the pagoda at Conjeveram is fpacious and lofty, and 
the tower over it one of the large ft and higheft in the Carnatic. It 
ftands in the middleof the weftern wall, and fronts the principalfbeet 
o f the town, which is very broad; but there is an area between, of 
the fame breadth as the wall of the pagoda, and 300 yards acrofs.
1 here were no gates fixed in the gateway ; and to cover the entrance 

the French had thrown up a ravelin before it in barbette, on which,
1 as.
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as well as on the fmall towers at each angle of the pagoda, were *̂759-̂  
mounted guns, but old, and of little fervice; and fcaffoldings of April. 
bamboos for fmall parties of mulketry were raifed along different 
parts of the wall within. There was, in the area without, a large 
choultry, with the back to the pagoda, about 200 yards from the 
gateway, but a little to the right. Near this choultry, as good 
cover, the troops threw up a ramp in the night, and eaily in the 
morning began to fire over it againfl the ravelin from their two 
twelve-pounders, which the enemy returned with all their means, 
but with little execution; only wounding Major Brereton llightly, 
and two or three of the gunners. By eight o’clock the earth of 
the ravelin appeared fufficiently beaten down, and the tioops mai died 
to the attack, led by Major Calliaud at the head of the grenadiers.
Few of the defenders waited the alfault hand to hand, but, after 
giving their fire, ran into the pagoda. I he officeis, flimulated by 
an intemperate rivality of danger, got firlf over the lavelin, and 
began, as the men came, to form them for the attack of the gate
way, in the middle of which the enemy had laid a large old 11 on gun 
on logs of wood; and within were two lines of Sepoys difpolcd in 
an angle for the advantage of a crofs-fire on the entrance. In a 
minute, 40 or 50 men, of whom much too many were officeis, were 
crowded together within the ravelin, when the enemy fired then 
gun, which they had treble loaded with powder, and to the muzzle 
with mufket-balls and bits of ragged iron. 1  he excefs of the ex- 
plofion, and the thick black fmoke which arofe from it, gave the 
idea of a mine, nor was the effe£t much lefs. It killed eight men 
on the fpot, and wounded ten. O f  the killed were Captains Stewai t 
and Bannatyne, Lieutenant Elliot and Enfign Hunter; o f the 
wounded, Major Calliaud, Captain Vaughan dangeroufly, a Lieu
tenant and two Enfigns. Even mofl of thole who were fafe weie 
fo furprized by this havock, that they flood awhile before they 
formed again to the attack; during which, they luckily iuffeicd 
very little from the mulketry within. By this time, a pai ty of 
Sepoys, led by Mahomed Iffoof and Lieutenant Airy, had clambered 
over the oppofite wall of the pagoda, and appeared in the tear o f

j O i  thole
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1759. tlrofe who were defending rhe gateway; and, on their fhout, the 

troops at the gate ruthecl in, and in a minute the whole garriion 
was between two fires, at mercy, every man for himfelf begging 
quarter; which was given with more humanity than ulual on fuch 
exaiperation. After all was quiet, Murzafabeg furrendered himfelf, 
out of one of the chapels into which he had retired, to feme o f the 
Sepoys; but, as they were conducing him to Major Brereton, Ma
homed Kloof met them, knew the prilbner, and faying, ‘1 Thefe are 
“  the terms to be kept with a traitor,”  with one Rroke o f  his 
feymetar, aimed fevered his head from his body. The news o f this 
iuccels was received at Madrais the next day, on which likewife 
arrived advices of no little importance from Colonel Forde,.

Ihcmbtr The Rajah Ammderawze had fo little fenle o f the advantages 
which might have enfuetl by preffing on the French immediately 
after their defeat at Peddipore, that he did no come up with his 
troops to Rajahmundrum, where Colonel Forde with the Engli/h 
forces were w aiting for him, until the 1 6th of December, which was 
ten days after the battle, although the diftance is only 40 miles. 
Anundcrawze had promifed to make the firfc payment of his treaty, 
as form as he fhould be put in poffeffion of the fort o f Rajahmundrum; 
and, in confidence of his word, Colonel Forde had. lent him 20,000 
rupees, before he marched with the EngHfh from CoRimcotab, This 
fum, with a fupply to the factory at Vizagapatam, ami the expences 
o f the field, had abforbed all the money which came from Bengal; 
and Colonel Forde had t i l l i n g  but the Rajah’s promifes to anfwer 
the pay of the troops for the month of December. However, Rill 
relying on them, he eroded the Godaveri on the 23d, Rill hoping to 
appear before Mafulipatam before the French had recovered the Run 
o f their late defeat: but the Rajah neither followed with his army, 
nor lent any money; and, as it would have been vain to have at
tempted even the march without both, Colonel Forde, with much 
vexation and refentrpent, recrofied the river with all the troops on 
the 26th. The Rajah imagined they were returning to punifh him, 
and* in this fright, fled immediately to the hills which Ikirt the

province
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province about twenty miles to the North of the city; and Colonel ^ 759  ̂
Forde, for the convenience of a nearer communication with V izaga- Aprit. 
patam, marched two days back, and encamped at Peddapore, which, 
with a name very nearly the fame, is a fort ten miles to the well 
o f that which has defignated his viftory. Mr. Andrews immediately 
fent him 20,000 rupees from Vizagapatam, and on the 13th of Ja- January. 

nuary came himlelf to the camp; fiom whence he went into the 
hills, and reached the Rajah on the 1 5th, whole fears of the Colonel, 
and averiion to furnilh any money, continued as ftrong as ever, in- 
fomuch that he feemed no longer folicitous about the fuccels of the 
expedition. His condudl was the more perplexing, becaufe the news 
that the French were befieging Madrafs had Hopped the Englilh 
credit in thefe provinces, which the Rajah’s name alone could im
mediately reftore; and if  his troops did not march, others mull be 
hired, for which no money could be found. The dilemma induced 
M r. Andrews to alter the treaty he had made fome time before, and to 
ao-ree, “ that whatfoever fums the Rajah might furnilh Ihould be con- 
“  fidered as a loan; and that the revenues of all the countries which 
“  mio-ht be reduced on the other fide of the Godaveri, excepting fuch 
« as belonged to the French either by eftablifhment, or grant in 
« propriety, Ihould be equally divided between him and the Englilh.”
With thefe conditions Mr. Andrews brought him back to the camp 
on the 18th: and it was agreed to march on to Mafulipatam; but 
it took feven days more in bargains for exchange with the Ihroffs 
before he furnilhed only 6000 rupees in ready money, and bills at 
ten days for 60,000 more. A t length the armies moved from Ped
dapore on the 28th, after fifty days had been loft, of which the firlt 
twenty diligently employed would probably have accompli/hed all the 
purpofes of the expedition, which now appeared of much more diffi
cult execution, as the enemy had gained full time to recoiled! them- 
felves: nor had the delay the fmalleft plea of neceffity; for the Rajah 
miCTht with as little inconvenience have done at firft what he un
willingly complied with at laft; although the expedition had been 
undertaken from a reliance on his promifes, warranted by the earneft- 
nels of his folicitations.

The
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1 759. T h e Hardwicks and the two Hoops, which had been dispatched 
>—  ̂ from Vizagapatacn on the 12th of December, anchored the next 

April. «fay m the road of Yanam, which Meson the eaftem mouth o f the
January. <-j()(javerj} where the agents o f tire French factory, on news o f the 

defeat at Peddipore, had embarked their effedts and themleives in a 
fnow, which had not got out o f the river when the Hardwicke ar
rived ; and they furrendered to her longboat without rcfiftance. Some 
days after, the veflels failed down to Mafuhpatam, and cruized be
tween this place and Narfipore on the Welle rn arm o f the Godaveri,

Fchruar until the 9th of February, when they fixed their ftation in Mafuli- 
‘ ‘ n U n i' patam road, waiting for the arrival of the army; hut weighing oc- 

cafionaily to bring vefifels to, that were palling in the offing, of which 
they intercepted feveral laden with rice for Pondicherry, and the 

French army before Madrafs.
T h e Englifh army arrived on the 6th of February at Fiore; but, 

to prevent "another quarrel, Colonel Forde had been obliged to let 
the Rajah march as he lifted, employing his troops to the right and 
left, in levying contributions, on promne, however, of lejoinmg him 
foon al Elore. This place, otherwife called Yalore, is fituated 50 
miles s. w . of Rajahmundrum, and nearly 40 N. of M&fulipatam.
It is the capital of a province, or phoufdarry, o f no great extent, and 
one of the four obtained from Salabadjing by M i. Bully. It has 
been Very little known to the Engiifh, and never frequented by them 
iince they withdrew their fa&ory from Mafuhpatam in the laft cen
tury. The town is extenfivc, and in the middle of it is a very 
large fort, in which the French ufed to keep a garrifon moftly of 
black troops; but the Marquis de Conflans had taken them away 
with him, as he was palling on to Maiulipatarn, where he had de- 

' terminal to make his Hand. T h e long delay of the EngUflt troops 
in following him feemed to have inlpired him w ith a little relo- 
lution; for with lome of the troops which had joined him after the 
defeat of Peddipore, and the garrifons of Elore and Rajahmundrum, 
he formed a body of 200 Europeans, with four field-pieces, and 
2000 Sepoys, which he called his army of obfervation; but they
did not venture within lefs than thirty miles of Elore, and kept

moving
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movin'*- to the Weft of Mafulipatam, collefting or extorting tributes.
Colonel Forde, whilft waiting for the Rajah and his troops, detached April.

Captain Knox, with the firft battalion of Sepoys, to reduce the February.

French fa&ory at Narfipore, where by this time the garrifon, by the 
arrival of ftragglers from the late defeat, was augmented to ioo 
Europeans, and 3 or 400 Sepoys. Narfipore ftands 20 miles to the 
s. E. of Elore. Letters were previoufly fent to the Indian Zemindar 
of the diftria, threatening the deftru&ion of his country, if  he gave 
the French any affiftance, but offering him alliance if  he would 
join the Englifti army with his troops. The Zemindar met Captain 
Knox on the road, and accepted the terms with cheerfulnefs ; and 
the French troops at Narfipore having relied on his aififtance, 
marched away as foon as they faw his defeftion, leaving m the 
faftory, befides common effects, fome cannon and marine ftoies, 
and in the river feveral boats and veffels; but they funk what am
munition they could not carry off. The Englifti detachment leav- 
ino- a few men with the Zemindar’s officers to take care of what 
was worth preferving, returned to Elore, where on the 1 8th came 
in the Rajah with all his troops collefted ; and the next day the 
Zemindar of Narfipore with 1500 foot, armed in the faftnon of the 
country. But, although fo much time had already been loft, the 
Rajah was not yet ready to proceed, and detained the army at Elorc

until the 1 ft of March. .
Mr. Conflans, on his defeat at Peddipore, had written letters to March. 

Salabadiing, earneftly requefting he would march with his army 
from Hyderabad to Mafulipatam, when both their forces united could 
not fail of deftroying the Englifti troops, and puniftnng the powers 
of the country which had revolted to their common enemy. 1 he 
defiftance of Salabadjing with Mr. Buffy from the purluit of Ni- 
zamally towards Brampore had encouraged this prince to relume 
his former ambitions ; in which he was,' at leaft Secretly, abetted 
by the adherents of Shanavaze Khan and Mahomed Huffein, whole 
deaths, as well as his own flight to Brampore, had been the im
mediate confeqnences of the affaffination of Hydcrjimg, the duttn
of Mr Buffy: but this confederacy refrained from any conlpi- 

f ' 1 cuous
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' 1 7 , 0 cuous exertion, until they law Mr. Buffy and the whole o f the 
S l - L  French force quitting Hyderabad, and the lervice of Salabadjing,

AprU' in obedience to the orders of Mr. L a lly ; when judging little 
likelihood o f their return, they a&ed with more open declaration {

M d rlh  aruj foon after, Nizam ally was .enabled, with the afliftance of his 
friends, to increafe his force from 1500 to 15000 horie, with 
which he marched from Brampore in November, and w as received 
with homage into the city of Aurengabad ; but the fortrefs o f 
Dollabad ft ill held out for Salabadjing. T he inlolence of Salabad
jing, wedded to habits, faw no means of coercing his brother, but 
in the accuftomed afliftance of a body of French troops, which his 
own aid to Conflans in this time o f neceflity was certainly the likelieft 
means of procuring t but few o f his officers w'ere defirous of fee- 
■U]</ t[)e rc-eftablifhment of a [lower, which had interfered fo much 
with their own authority and advantages in the government; never* 
thelefs, they imagined, that the prefent conteft for the ceded pro
vinces * between the French and Englilh might give a chance o f 
recovering thefe countries to their former dependence on the fou- 
bahfhip; and in this view moft of them advifed him to march to
wards Mafulipatam. I lis brother, Baflaulet Jung, concurred in the 
fame opinion, and marched with his forces from Adoni at the fame 
time that Salabadjing was advancing from Hyderabad. Both join
ed near the Kriftna, and amounted to 15000 horie and 20000 foot. 
Neither their approach, nor the probability o f their aflifting the 
French, deterred Colonel Forde from his purpole o f proceeding 
a^ainft Mafulipatam. It was obvious, that the junction o f Sala- 
badjing’s army with the French would bring heavy vengeance upon 
the Rajah, if the Englilh troops fhould be obliged to retire be
fore them : but even this confideration, becaufe the danger was 
diftaut, could not induce him to relinquifh the immediate ad
vantages of his delay, although nothing more than the collefihons 
of the day levied by his troops fpread abroad in all parts of the 

country.
Five miles to the fouth of Elore you arrive at the bed o f a vaft 

lake, which extends 47 miles in length, from weft to eaft acrofs
the
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the fituation of the city, and 14 in breadth from north to fouth.
From the beginning of the rains in July, until the end of Septem- April, 
her, the whole is fpread over with water, excepting 60 or 70 
fmall illots, On which the inhabitants remain; but during the reft 
of the year the whole is dry and paffable, and in many places 
highly cultivated. T he army, and for the firft time any of the 
Eno-lMh troops, marched acrofs the lake, and on the 3d of March 
encamped near a fmall fort, called Concale, in which the French 
had left a ferjeant with 13 Europeans, and two companies of Se
poys. Captain Maclean, with fix companies of Sepoys, were lent 
to attack and even efcalade the fort: the garrifon had the day be
fore received ailurances from Du Rocher, the commander of 
the army of obfervation, that he would arrive to their affiftance 
on the 28th; relying on which, they rnanned the walls, and. 
feemed refolute to defend themfelves. Much firing of mulketry 
pahed with much lofs to the affailants, who neverthelels twice at
tempted to break through the wicket of the gate, for want o f bet
ter implements, with iron crows; but were each time beaten off; 
on which Captain Macleane fent to the army for a reinforcement of 
men and two guns; they arrived in the evening, and the guns were 
immediately applied, and beat open the gates. I  he detachment 
ruffled ih without mercy, and in the firft outlet killed all they met, 
who were only Sepoys; for the Europeans hid themfelves until the 
firing and daughter ceafed. ' A  few hours after, a native brought 
intelligence, that a party of forty Europeans, with fome Sepoys, 
from the army of obfervation, were arrived within a few m iles; 
on which Captain Macleane marched out to attack them. But 
they, hearing the fort was taken, had retreated. A  fmall gar
rifon of Sepoys, with a few Europeans, was left to fecure the 
fort from furprize, and the army marched on towards Mafuli- 
patam, in fight of which they arrived on the 6th of March; and 
the fame day received advices, that the French army, under the 
command of Mr. Lally, had been obliged to raife the fiege o f 

Madrafs.
V ol. II. 3 p ' ' The
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1759. The fort and town o f Mafulipatam are fituated beyond the reach 
V’Xu"ir."/ ° f  cannon-/hot afunder. The fort hands a mile and a half from 

 ̂ the fea-fhore, on the edge of a found formed partly by an inlet of 
the fea, partly by drains from the circumjacent ground, and hill 
more by a continued flrearn which the river Krihna fends off about 
15 miles to the s. w. and which falls into the upper part of the 
found, very near the fort. The Sound has lometimes three fathom, 
and at others only three feet water ; and oppofite to the fort, is 500 
yards in breadth. T h e fouth fide of the fort extends about 600 
along the Sound, and 800 from thence to the north; and its area, 
as well as form, would differ very little from a parallelogram of 
thefe dimenhons, if the eahern fide did not lie in a re-entering angle, 
which, however, is a very obtufe one. T h e ground along the fea- 
fhore for two miles to the north and fouth o f the inlet o f the Sound, 
is a colleflion of fand-hills, which extend about half a mile inland, 
when they ceafe on the border o f a morals, which furrounds the fort 
on every fide, and continues to the weft and fouth for feveral miles; 
and to the N. w. and north, there is no hard ground at lefs than a  

mile of the fort, excepting a few fmall lpots o f land in the morafs, 
which are near it to the n. e .: but to the eaft, the fand hills along 
the fea are within 800 yards o f the walls. The morafs in all 
directions is interfered with creeks and gullies, which fall into the 
found.

The Pettah, or town of Mafulipatam, is fituated a mile and a 
half to the n . w . of the fort, on a plot of ground riling above the 
morafs; acrofs which, the communication between this ground and 
the fort is by a ftraight caufeway 2000 yards in length. T h e town 
is very extenfive, and its ground on the farther fide ftill to the N. w . 
is bounded by another morafs, which ftretches along it from the s. w . 
to the N. e . but is flopped by the fand-hills of the fea-fhore, along 
which is the only accefs to the town on firm ground; for both mo- 
rafles are miry even in the drieft feafon, and were fo now, although 
no rain had fallen for 40 days.

Mr. Conflans, with all his troops, excepting the few guards in 
the fort, were encamped in the Pettah for the convenience o f water,

o f
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of which there is none in the fort but what is preferved in cifterns. *759.
His ideas o f remaining here extended no farther than this advantage; XprTiT7 
although, by flinging up an entrenchment acrois the dry ground March, 
from one morals to the other, he might have flopped the Engtifh 
army, to which the force with him was equal, being 500 Euro
peans and 2000 Sepoys, without the army o f obicrvation, which he 
had not recalled; and, as fbon as the Engliih army appeared, he 
i-etreated by the can few ay, into the fort. 1 he troops of Anunde- 
rauze and of the Zemindar of Narfipore encamped in the pettah; 
the Englifh on the land to the north-eaft.

T he French, fince they took pofTeflion o f the Fort in 17519 had* 
modernized the defences; the walls were mud faced with bricks as 
high as the parapet % and the three Ikies to the well, north, and eaft, 
contained 11 angular baft ions of various fhapes and fizes; before 
which were a palifaded berm, and a wet ditch; but no glacis. Tire 
front to the fbuth along the found, from reliance on that defence, 
was left open. T he baftion next the N.  w . fronted the catifeway 
leading to the pettah: in this baftion was the gateway, and 120 yards 
of the caulewav was converted into-a caponiere, which terminated 
in a ftrpng ravelin that fcoured along the length of the caufeway.

No regular approaches could be made to the fort, but by an army 
ten times ftroru: r than Colonel Forde’s; for hitherto black troops, 
howlbevcr numerous, were counted for nothing in the Service of car
rying on trenches. Colonel Forde therefore refolved to attack the 
fort from the land-hills to the eaft, as the neareftfhot; and by bat
teries detached from each other, without the communication o f 
trenches, as little was to be feared from the Tallies o f the beiieged.
T h e ground had the advantage, although this circumftance would 
not have determined the choice, o f being neareft to the difembarka- 
tion of the ftores and heavy artillery from the Hardwicke, which* 
with the two Hoops, were in the road.

Three batteries were erefted; one in afilhing village near the inward 
point o f the fand to the s. w . where it is bordered by the inlet o f 
the fea to the fouth, and the weft by a large creek in the morals 
eoming from the north. Four hundred yards to the north o f this bat-

3 r 2 tery,

*
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iy^g. tery, and nearer to the edge o f the fame creek, was another: the 
third battery was at an equal diftance ioo yards in the rear of both.

March. The battery to the north, and that to the fouth, had each t ,vo eigh
teen and two twenty-four pounders; but in the fouth weie likewile 
the bombarding artillery, which were three moitars, oi 13* Dine, 
and eight inches. T h e battery in the center had only two twelve- 

pounders.
In the s. E. angle of the fort, clofe on the found, was a baftion 

called the Franqois, of 10 guns. For feme diftance from hence to 
the north, the want of hard ground had obliged the rampart to re
cede in a re-entering angle, in the bottom of which was a work in 
the form of a demi-lune, having only two faces, without flanks, 
which would have been needlels, fince the line of the faces fuffici- 
ently flanked the baftion F ra n cis  on the right, and that called the 
Saint John on the left. 1 his work was called the Dutch baftion.
The Saint John had eight guns, and beyond it in the N. E .  angle 
of the fort was the baftion called the Camelion, mounting 10 guns.
The fouthern o f the Englilh batteries fired on the Francois and 
Dutch baftion; the center on Saint John’s; and the northern on 
the Cameleon. A s foon as their pofition was decided, the garnlon 
raifed a battery on the left fhore of the inlet as you enter from the 
fea; which took them all in flank; but as this battery was feparated 
from the fort by the whole breadth of the found, and might be at
tacked in the night by the boats of the Ihips, the garrifon kept a 
conftant guard in it of Europeans, befides Sepoys. They likewile 
ftationed a ftronger guard in the ravelin at the end o f the caponiers 
on the other fide o f the fort. Befides the immediate fuperiority of 
artillery {landing on their works, the garrifon had others in ftore, 
mounted ready to replace what might be rendered uielefs in the courfe 
of fervice; whereas the Englilh army could only reftore the lofs ol 
theirs by borrowing the common guns of the 1 lardwickc, which were 
nine-pounders, or the Rajah’s, which were good for nothing.

T h e  French army of obfervation, as foon the Englilh palled on
wards from Concale, crofted the country to Elore, vvnere there was 
no garrifon to oppofe them; and from hence went on to Rajahmun- 
drum, where the fick of the army, in all 25 Europeans,and 40 Sepoys,

had
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had been left under the command of Mr. Briftol, who a few days 1̂759* / 
before had received a large fum in gold and filver, fent from Bengal to April. 

Vizigapatam, and from hence to him, for the fervice of the army l fa r ih ' 
with Colonel Forde. On the approach of the enemy, Briftol fent 
away the treafure to Cockanarah, a Dutch lettlement on the coaft: 
and as foon as they appeared on the river, ordered all fuch of his men 
as were capable of the fatigue to go away, and endeavour to gain Vi- 
zagapatam. The enemy marched two days onwards from Rajamun- 
drum, giving out that they intended to take Vizianagarum, the ca
pital of Anunderauze, as well as the Eiiglith fort at Vizagapatam ; 
but their views were only to extort money from the chiefs and ren
ters, by the feverities they exercifed in the country. However, find
ing they could not colled as much as they fpent, they returned; and 
direded their march to join the army of Salabadjing. 1 he daily 
news of their motions terrified the Rajah with apprehenfions for his 
countries, and no perfuafions could induce him to advance either his 
credit or money: none remained in the military chefi:: Colonel 
Forde had borrowed all that the officers under his command had re
alized from the fpoils of the campaign, and had even uied the prize- 
money of the troops; and the interpofition of the French army of 
obfervation precluded the hopes of receiving what had been fent to 
Mr. Briftol; and by this time, every foldier in the army had per
ceived the obftacles which mull be furmounted, to reduce the 
fort, which exafperated the fenfe of their diftreffes. In thefe 
agitations, the whole line of Europeans turned out on  the 19th, 
with their arms, and threatened to march away. Colonel Forde, 
with much difficulty, prevailed on them to return to their tents, and 
to depute one or two to explain their complaints. The deputies de
clared, that all were refolved not to ferve the fiege, unlefs they were 
immediately paid the amount of the pr ize-money already due to them, 
and were afliired of the whole booty, in cafe Mafulipatam fhould be 
taken. According to the Company’s regulations, authorized by the 
Crown, the troops in India are only entitled to one half of what is 
taken in the forts they reduce; the other half is referved to the 
Company. Colonel Forde promifed to pay them their prize-money,

out
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( yen out of the very firli he Ihould receive ; and, as he could not break 
^  through the regulation, afiured them he would folicit the Company 

1 fl by a reprefentation of their hardfllips and lcrvices, to give up their 
flire  of what might be taken in Mafulipatam; of which, he fiiould 
retain the amount, until their determination was known. Thefe 
promifes appealed them; and they returned to their duty with their 
ufual ardour. Neverthelels the batteries were not completed till the 
25th, 18 days after the arrival of the army, during which the fort had 
kept a conftant fire, which had only killed five men.

Salabadjing, as he approached, fent forward letters and mef- 
fengers, commanding Anunderauze and the Zemindaxs who had 
joined the Englilh, to quit them, and repair immediately, as vaf- 
ihls to his ftandard. On the 2 7th, advices were received in the 
camp, that his army was arrived at Bezoara on the Kriltna, 40 miles 
from Mafulipatam; and the fame day came reports, that the French 
army of obfervation had retaken Rajahmundrum.

The Rajah, who had for fome days been faltering, was now fo 
terrified, that he marched away with all his forces the fame night, 
without giving warning, intending to regain his own country on 
the other fide of the Godaveri; and, notwithftanding the dilato- 
rinefs of his former motions, he on this occafion advanced 16 miles 
before day-break. Colonel Forde fent meflengers after him, re- 
prefenting the abfurdity of his conduct, in thinking to efcape the 
numerous cavalry of Salabadjing on the one hand, and the Fiench 
army of obfervation, who were towards Rajahmundrum, on the 
other; whereas, by remaining with the Englilh ttoops his letreat 
would be afiured, and the reduction of Mafulipatam, even now not 
impracticable. The plain good fenfe of this advice brought him back 
with his army to the Pettah. Colonel Forde, although with little 
hopes, would not negleft the only means in his power of amufing 
Salabadjing from advancing to the relief of Mafulipatam, and requell
ed his permdfion to lend a deputy to treat, profe fling no other in
tention than to take pofleflion of the French garrifons and factories 
on the coaft, without afluming the authority they had held in the

inland
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inland countries. Salabadjing confented to receive, the deputy, and J 759;

Mr. Tohnftone was fent to his camp on the 1 ft oi April. April.
T h e three batteries continued a hot fire from the 25th of 1 jaic 

to the 4th of April. On the 5th, the weather, which had hitherto 
been gentle, changed to a hard gale of wind, with thunder, lightning, 
and immenfe rain, which brought in the fouthern monloon, with 
the return of fair weather on the 6th. In the evening the arti leiy 
officers reported, that there was no more than two day s ammu
nition left for the fervice of the batteries. Intelligence was hkewite 
received, that Salabadjing was advancing from Bezoara, and that the 
French army of obfervation, which he had invited, were very near 
his. It was now no longer poffible for the Englifh army to retreat 
the long way they had come, as the whole garrifon of Maiulipatam 
and the arm' of obfervation would join the Subahsin the pui (mt.
However, the camp might embark; for the fhore at Mafulipatam 
is ftill and the only part on the coaft of Coromandel, on which 
the fea does not beat with a ftrong furf. But Colonel horde 
regarded this mode o f retreat as intolerable difgrace, and refolved 
to .ftorm the fort, judging, moreover, that the garrifon would 
not fufpect the attempt at the very time when the excels of the 
rain had rendered the approach over the morals much lets practi
cable than before. H e accordingly ordered the lire of the batteries 
to be kept up with double vivacity through the next day, and all 

the troops to be under arms at ten at nigi.it.
T h e  ditch of the fort, at the ebb of the tide, which would hap

pen at midnight, has only three feet water, and having no glacis, 
nothin®- prevented the immediate accefs. Notwithftanding the gar
rifon had conftantly repaired in the night the damages of the day, 
the hot and continued firing of this day had ruined the ba(lions fuf- 
ficiently to mount; and each of the three had been equally fired upon, 
to confound the enemy’s guefs of the affault. As no on twos ks ob« 
flrufted a full view o f the body of the place, it was feen fiom the 
batteries, that the two baftions upon the found on the extiemities of 
the fort to the s. w . and the s. e . were in barbette, that is, without
embrafures and merlons, but with a parapet low enough for cannon

to
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x 759. to fire over, which is rarely four feet high. From the s. w. baftion,
'^ n T / which was named St. Michael’s, to the next on the w . called the 

Saline, the exterior ground was a miry fwamp of mud, in which 
the ditch that lurroundecl the reft of the fort, could not have been 
continued, but at great expence and labour, and was left in this 
ftatc, becaufe fuppofed of more difficult paftage than the ditch itfelf.
Some days before a black fervant of Captain Yorke’s, who had lately 
lived in Mafulipatam, told him that he had fomctimes fcen the 
natives employed in the fort wade over the quagmire between the 
two bullions: and on this intelligence, Colonel Forde had permitted 
Captain Yorke and Knox to examine this paftage; they took 100 
Sepoys, and placing them in different parties behind one another 
to lupport their retreat, went on at midnight, properly clad to 
the Hein, in order to referable black men naked, and entered the 
quagmire, which they palled half over, and found it not above knee 
deep, but the mud very tenacious; they returned undilcovered, and 
their report determined Colonel Forde to try an attack on this quar
ter at the fame time as the main aftault; which at leaf! would dif- 
traft the enemy’s attention. In the fame intention the country 
troops belonging to the Rajah were to march along the caufeway 
over the morafs, and on each fide of it, and to Ikirmifh againft: the 
revelin in front of the gateway.

The battalion of Europeans, reinforced with 30 failors from the 
Hardwicke, all the artillery-men, and half the Sepoys, were allotted 
for the real attack, which was to be made on the baftion called the 
Cameleon in the n . e . angle of the fort. Their whole number was 
346 Europeans, rank and file; the Sepoys amounted to 1400; of 
which the other half were allotted to the falfe attack to be led 
by Captain Knox. Each of the three attacks was to be 
ready on their refpe&ive ground before midnight; when, as 
foon as the falfe commenced on the weft fide, the real, and tile 
Rajah’s were likewife to begin. As no counter-attempt was 
apprehended, the guard of the camp was left to fome o f the 
Rajah’s troops. The attack with Captain Knox having farther 
to go, marched off firft; the main attack was in three divifions, of 
which the Europeans formed two, and the Sepoys the laft; 

a but
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but when they were to move, Captain Callender, who by his rank i£ 59g, 
was to lead the firft divifion of Europeans, was not to be found; April, 

and after much fearch and enquiry, the troops proceeded without 
him, crofting the morafs from the dry ground of land dire&ly oppo- 
fite to the Cameleon, the baftion they were to ftorm. In the way 
they were joined by the gunners crofting the morals, likewife from 
the batteries, which for fear of furprize they did not quit until the 
laft moment. But before the troops arrived at the ditch, they heaid 
the firing of Knox's attack, which neverthelels had only begun at 
the appointed time ; on which all marched as faft as they could, 
as before up to the knees in mire, and in crofting the ditch, up to 
the middle in water and mud. Here they were dilcovered juft 
before they got to the pallifade on the berm ; and whiift the firft 
divifion, commanded by Captain Fifcher, were tearing it up, which 
took fevcral minutes, the enemy gathered on the breach, and began 
likewife to fire cannon and mulketry from the next baftions, the 
Saint John’s on the right, and that called the final 1-gate on the left.
T h e oppolition only encreafed the ardour of the affailants, and whiift 
the firft divifion of Europeans with Fifcher were gaining the breach, 
the fecond, commanded by Yorkc, fired up againft St. John s, and 
the divifion of Sepoys led by Macleane againft the linall gate.
Several were killed before Fifcher’s divifion had mounted, and got 
poffeflion of the Cameleon; when, having waited until Yorke’s 
e^me up, they turned and advanced along the i ampui t to the left, 
to cret poffeflion of the finall gate. There was a handy gun, with 
its ammunition, on the Cameleon, which Yorke, on the fuggeftion 
of Captain Moran, who difeovered it, ordered the gunners to 
turn and fire along the rampart towards the Sound, and in the 
mean time prepared his divifion to follow the lame dii cdtion, as 
foon as a number of Sepoys fufficient to maintain the baftion were 
come up the breach; but, juft as he was fetting off, he perceived 
a line of Sepoys coming along in the way below, between the foot 
of the rampart and the buildings of the tow n: they were lent to 
reinforce the Cameleon from the arfenal near the Sound, where 
Conflans continued waiting the event with the grenadier com
pany and other troops. Yorke immediately ran down, and leiz- 
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1750. in;: the French officer at the head of the Sepoys, bid him order them 
fit lay down their arms and furrender; which they obeyed with 
little reluctance, and were lent up to the baftion. Yorke, having 
obfervett that the way below was free from interruption, and much 
broader than the rampart above, refolved to march along it, to get 
portefrton of the reft of the defences allotted to his attack ; his divi
fion accordingly came down, excepting a few left with the pri- 
foners, and the artillery-men with the gun. The guard of the next 
baftion, St. John’s, had -flickered themtelves within the angles, from 
the iniilade of the gu n ; they were 20 Europeans, and more Se
poys, who, as toon as Yorke’s divifkui came under the baftion, ad
vanced to the edge of the rampart, bred down upon them, which 
killed feveral and wounded more, and then cried out, that they 
would furrender. Yorke generoufly fpared the return of their fire: 
their arms were gathered, and they were conduced by a party to 
the Camcleon, where the Sepoys were in referve, who reinforced 
the party, which was ported to fecure the St. John’s. T h e di
vifion then marched on, and when under the Dutch baftion, re
ceived the lire o f the guard, fcattered indeed, but with equal iniquity 
followed by the immediate offer of furrender, which was accepted 
with the fame humanity as before, and the baftion and men lectured 
by | at tics from the divifion, and the referve. Thefe interruptions 
had allowed the divifion time to think and expert more, and many 
ftiewed mijch unwillingnefs to go o n ; for darknefs covers fhame ; 
however, they yielded to the threats and exhortations of Captain 
Yorke ; but had not advanced many paces beyond the Dutch bullion, 
before they parted a ftnall brick building clofe to the rampart, which 
fear or curiolity led fame to examine. It was an extenfive magazine 
of ammunition, and one unluckily cried out, la mine : this word 
ftruek the whole divifion with terror, and all inftantly ran back 
to the Cameleon (the officers accompanying to reclaim them), and 
Captain Yorke, who marched at the head, was left alone, with only 
two drummers, who were black boys, beating the grenadiers’ march, 
which they continued; but in vain, for noue rejoined: on which 
Captain Yorke went back* and found, all his men in much confufion 
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at the baftion, fome even propofing to go out of the breach and 1759. 
quit the fort. Severity was inftantly neceflary, and Yorke, as 
foon as on the baftion, threatened to put the firft man to death who 
offered to come near the breach ; on which fome of the foldiers 
who had l'erved with him in Adlercron’s regiment, and had en- 
liffced in the Company’s fervice, cried out that their commander 
was ill ufed, and offered to follow him wherefoever he pleafed: 
their number immediately increafed to 36, with whom he marched 
off, leaving the reft to follow, as the officers could bring them 
on. T h e  length of this interruption, joined to the preceding, had 
given the French officer at the next baftion, the Francois, which 
ftands on the edge of the Sound, time to get down a gun loaded 
with grape-fhot and to point it up the way the party was com ing; 
it fired when they were within a few yards, and with great exe
cution, killing feveral and wounding fixteen. Captain Yorke fell, 
with a ball through each of his thighs, and each o f  the black 
drummers was killed dead at his fide. T his havock, however, did 
not difeourage the reft from bringing off their Captain, whom 
they carried to the Cam cleon; and the guards, polled in the St.
Jean and Dutch baftions, not difroayed, kept their ground, w ait

ing the event.
During thefe efforts o f the left divifion, the right, commanded 

by Captain Fifcher, was advancing from the Cameleon to the right, 
but along the rampart. T h e next, which is the fmall gate, was 
not in complete repair; and the Sepoys with Macleane were at
tempting to fcramble up it, which, with the approach of Fifcher’s 

 ̂ divifion, drove the guard away to the next baftion, called the 
Church-yard, from which they fired continually, but without order, 
as the divifion approached ; and when near, afked quarter, which 

was granted.
Colonel Forde continued with the referve on the baftion of St.

Jean, bluing the neceflary orders, according to the reports from both 
divifions. T h e priloners as faft as taken were brought to him there, 
and he fent them, as they came, down the breach, into the ditch, 
where they were guarded as well as the night permitted by a proper

3 q 2 number
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1759. number o f Sepoys, threatening at the point of bayonet to kill the 

fufi that moved ; but very few of them ventured any difturoance,
ApM The Rajah’s troops had for fome time begun their attack on the 

ravelin on the caufeway, and, i f  nothing more, with much din 
and clamour; but the fire o f the falfe attack with Captain Knox 
continually iliminilhed; as having begun earlier, they hail expend
ed moft of their ammunition, although, finding the enemy pre
pared in this quarter, they only fired acrols without venturing to 
pafs the quagmire. However, this attack kept fome of the gar- 
rifon from the more material fervice againft the real, and the Ra
jah’s prevented the guard at the ravelin from returning into the fort, 
which they ought to have done, as being of little ufe without the 
w alls, whi 1ft the body of the place was in inftant clanger. But the 
feparation of the main attack into two divisions, confounded the 
defence much more than the attacks without. Mr. Conflans, not 
knowing what to do, kept at his houle near the Sound, continually 
receiving meflages magnifying the danger, and fending orders which 
new reports continually induced him to contradict.

The parade of the fort was under the baftion o f the great gate,
«md as this is the ulual place of rendezvous on alarm, moft of  the 
troops and officers who remained willing to continue the defence, 
whether driven from their ports, or wanting immediate orders, re
paired hither, arid had joined the guard o f the baftion above, be
fore Fifeher’s divilion was ready to advance from that o f the 
church-yard. Near too were affembled, but their fire began be
fore the divifion was lufficiently near, which prelerved theirs, and 
only giving that of the firft platoon, rallied on, and loon cleared 
the baftion. Flicker .immediately lent down to fecure the gate 
below, which Ihut out the troops on the ravelin, and prevented 
the efcape of any from within. W hilft the divifion was getting into 
order to proceed again, appeared Captain Callender, no one knew 
from whence, and taking the command, marched at their head to
wards the next baftion, called the Pettah, from which came fcatter- 
ing ihot, lcarcely more than one at a time, and the laft that drop
ped, Ihot Callender dead; immediately after which the fire o f the

garrifon
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garrifon in all other parts o f the fort ceafed, and foon after came a 1759. 
meffage from Colonel Fordc, ordering Fifcher’s divifion to ceafe HTliT7 
likewife, as Mr. Conflans had furrendered. He had lent a mef- P ' 't « Out»
fage offering to capitulate on honourable term s; to which Forde 
anfwered, that he would give none, but at difcretion, nor even 
this ; but would put every man to the fword, if  all did not inflan tly 
furrender.

On the return o f the officer, Mr. Conflans fent orders round for 
the troops to quit their arms, and repair to his quarters at the 
arfenal, which is a lpacious enclolure. As loon as all was quiet, 
the Englifh troops affembled on the parade, under the baition o f 
the gate-way ; and 100 Europeans, with two guns, and two com
panies of Sepoys, were detached to remain on guard over the pri- 

.  loners until the morning; when, whatloever troops were at the
ravelin, and the battery at the inlet, and had not efcaped, came 
into the fort, to become prifoners with the red: o f the garrifon.
T h e whole number exceeded the affailants, being <00 Europeans ; 
o f whom 100 were either officers or inhabitants o f better condition, 
and 2537 either Coffees, Topades, or Sepoys. O f  the affailants,
22 Europeans were killed, amongfl them the Captains Callender and 
Mollitore, and 62 wounded. O f  the Sepoys, who behaved, with 
equal gallantry as the Europeans, as well in the real, as at the falie 
attacks, 50 were killed, and 150 wounded. The Rajah’s people 
like wife differed more than was expected from them; but nothing 
in proportion to the Englifh troops. The fort was furnifhed with 
120 pieces of cannon, and abundance of military {lores. The plun
der o f other effects was likcwife valuable; and all that was not 
merchandize w>as given back to the prifoners; half the relt was di
vided amongfl the Engliih army, and the other half relervca or 
them according to the promife they had received.

T he improbability of the attempt was the principal caufe o f its 
fuccels, for the garrifon from the beginning had regarded the liege 
with mockery, and, being in daily expectation of the arrival o f a body 
o f troops which were coming by lea from Pondicherry, had con
certed, that the army o f oblervation, joined by this reinforcement,

and
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1 759. and <i great detachment, if  not the whole of Salabadjing’s army, 
vX pnT' then ftirround and attack the Engl lib army, which they re-

prefented to tbemielves as involved in impending and inevitable de- 
ft ruction , and indeed, if thefe efforts had been made by Salabad
jing’s army, and the French troops abroad, without waiting for the 
reinforcement, the Englifti army could not have kept their ground, 
iince the Rajah, with all his troops, would certainly have run away, 
and the enemy’s horfe, amongft whom were many Morattoes, would 
have cut off all provifions, and harrafled every motion: nor could 
they have made the embarkation, to elcape by fea, without abandon
ing all the ftores and artillery.

T h e miniftry of Salabadjing were therefore not more furprized, 
than vexed, at the tofs of the place, becaule, confcious that it might 
have been prevented by the aftivity they had negle&ed to exert.
They held councils with the French commander of the army of ob~ 
fervation, and determined Rill to wait for the reinforcement; when 
they expec&d at leaf! to reduce the Englifti to compound for their 
retreat by the furrender of Mafulipatam. The Rajah Anunderauze, 
divining what might happen, propoied to return to his own country, 
as foon as the place was taken; and Colonel Fordo,., from utter 
contempt of his character, made no objections to his departure ; he 
marched away with all the Indian forces on the 12th, to regain the 
Codaveri; and, by hafty marches, was, in two days, out of the 
reach of purfuit.

Early in the morning of the 15th appeared two /hips, Handing 
into the road, under French colours. T h e commander of the 
Hardwicke, Satrifon, was nfhore embarking prifoners, o f whom he 
had already received 40 on board: but his brother, who was the 
chief mate, immediately weighed, and got to windward o f the r 
Rrange (hips; on which the largeft anchored in the road, as did the 
Hardwicke at a dtftance; hut the other Hill plying up, the Hard
wicke weighed again, as did the largeft fhip, and the wind having 
changed, both of the enemy’s bore down, with a fair fail; in the 
mean time, Captain Samfon, with eight gunners lent from the army,

got
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got on board, and determining not to run, before he had tried the IJ59. 
flrength of the fhips, waited to exchange a broadfide, which difcover- 
ing them to be flouter than his own, he again hauled the wind, and ‘ P" 
working more dexteroufly got again out of their reach, but con
tinued in the offing. T, he two French fhips anchored again in the 
road, and in the night lent a catamaran, which they had brought 
with them, on ffiore, with letters to Mr. Conflans, iignifying, that 
they were the Harlem and Briftol from Pondicherry, with 300 
troops Europeans and 1 opalles, betides the crews: they were the aid 
of which advices had been received before. No anfwer being re
turned, they fufpedted the lots of the place, and early the next morn
ing flood out again after the Ilardwicke, which bore away for 
Bengal, and before noon all three were out of tight.

The army of Salabadjing was at this time within 15 miles of 
Mafulipatam; and imagining, that the French fhips would return 
to land the troops, fent forward all the Morattoes towards the ffiore.
Colonel Forde, notwithtlanding the great number of prifoners which 
were to be guarded, divided his force, and leaving half in the fort to 
take care of them, encamped with the other on the ground he had 
occupied before. This countenance kept the Morattoes out ofcan- 
uon-ffiot, but they burnt and flew all around for feveral days; when 
Salabadjing, feeing no probability of retaking Mafulipatam, began, 
to treat in earnefl;. and Colonel Forde went to his camp, and was re
ceived with much attention.

But another motive of equal weight concurred to induce this 
change in Salabadjing’s difpofition towards the Engliffi. Some ac
count of the aflkffination of Mr. Buffy’s Duan, and of Nizamally’s 
flight to Brampour, had reached Bengal before the departure of the 
prefent expedition; and Clive, judging that the atrocity of the in
jury which Nizamally had committed would carry his deteflation 
of the French nation beyond the reach or with of reconciliation, 
wrote letters to him, requeuing his afliflance to the army with 
Colonel F 01 de in exterminating the French out of the provinces they 
had dnmembered from the fovereigntv of the Decan.. Colonel Forde 
difpatched thefe letters, with his own to the fame purport, and N i

zamally
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17.5.9, zamally had received them: whether they contributed to influence his
'TmTt7 immediate operations we are uncertain; but as foon as he was certi

fied that Salabadjing was marching againft the Englilh army to 
Mafulipatam, he took the field with his own from Aurengabad, 
advancing towards Hyderabad, and giving out, that he intended to 
reform the adminiftration. The news of his intentions, which pre
ceded the advices of his march, alarmed Salabadjing for the prefer- 
vation of Hyderabad itfelf, and made him not only anxious to return 
thither as foon as poffible, but defirous of being accompanied by a 
body of Eilglilh troops; fearing, that if  he entertained the French 
army of obiervation, all reconciliation with his brother Nizavnally 
would be precluded. Neverthelefs the influence which the com
mander of thefe troops had gained over his brother Baffalutjung, 
who managed the moft important affairs of the government, de
layed the execution of his treaty with Colonel Forties until the 1 2th 

Mayi of May, on which day it was figned, and delivered.
The treaty confifted of four articles. By the firft; The whole 

territory dependant on Mafulipatam, with eight diftri&s, as well 
as the juriidiction over the territory of Mizamapatam, with the 
diftridts of Codaver and Wacalmannar, were granted to the Englilh 
wit hout the referve of fine or military fervice. By the fecond article, 
Salabadjing promifed to oblige the French troops, meaning the army 
of obiervation, to pafs the Kriftna in 15 days; nor, in future, to 
permit the nation to have any fcttlcment in the country of the Decan, 
which this treaty defines to be bounded on the fouth, by the Kriftna; 
nor to entertain any French troops in his fervice, nor to give them 
alii fiance, or ever call them agaiu to his own. By the third, he 
promifed not to call Anunderauze to account for whatlbever he had 
collected out of the governments belonging to the French, nor for 
the tributes of his own countries for the prelent year; but he was 
hereafter to pay the fame for them as had been paid by Vizeram- 
rauze, and the father of Vizeramrauze. If Anunderauze tailed in 
this ftipulation, Salabadjing was left free to treat: him as he plcafed: 
hut in all cafes was neither to alii ft, or give protection to the 
enemies of the Englilh; and by the 4th article, the Englilh engage 
neither to aflift, or give protection to his. The territory ceded to 

- ■ the
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the company extended 80 miles along the fea, and 20 inland, and ? 759- 

the revenues amounted to 400,000 rupees a year. ApnU
As foon as the treaty was figncd, Salabadjing offered Colonel May.

Forde a diftrift near Mafulipatam, as a jaghire or penfion for him- 
felf, i f  he would accompany him with part of the Englifh troops 
againft his brother Nizamally. Colonel Forde, with as much ear- 
neflnefs, requeued his affiitance to take or deilroy the French army 
o f obfervation, who were encamped in the neighbourhood, avowedly 
under the protection of Baffaulet Jung, Neither fide had the lead 
inclination to gratify the other, and Salabadjing on the 18th 
marched away in much difgud with the Englifh, to whom he had 
confirmed, without any reciprocal benefit, the mail advantageous 
acquifition of its extent, tfyey could with to gain, with the view of 
maintaining, on the whdli coaft o f Coromandel from Ganjam to 
Cape Comorin. T h e  body o f French troops eroded the Krifhia, 
but marched to the weftward, in confequence of affurances from 
Baffaulet Jung to take them into his fcrvice, when he fbould return 
from Hyderabad to his own government of Adoni. T h e Prefix 
dency o f Madrafs canfidered Mafulipatam as dependant on their au
thority, and appointed Mr. Andrews, with a council, to manage 
the revenue and trade: and Colonel Forde remained there with the 
troops, in expectation of orders for his future proceedings from the 

Presidency of Bengal.
Mr. Lally, with the French army, was in full march after the 

Englifh, w hen he received the news at Trivatore that they had taken 
Conjeveram, on which he halted; but font forward the partisan Lam 
bert, with the body of troops he commanded apart from the at my, 
who polled themfelves foven miles from the Englifh, in the road to 
Arcot, in order to preyent the incurfions of their cavalry into thofe 
diflri&s; but the Englifh army had no intention to ravage a country 
they intended to recover, Lambert’s party nonfilled o f  300 either 
Topaffes or Europeans, unfit for the regular battalions, about 700 
Sepoys, and 200 horfe. They had been detached w hilii the two 
armies fbme time before were facing one another at Conjeveram, to 
retaliate on Kiflnarow, the Killidar o f ! hiagar, the ravages he

Vor.. II. 3 R  had
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1759. had committed in the adjacencies of Pondicherry, and to retake the 
forts which he and Mahomed lilbof had reduced whilft the French 

* army were preparing on the other fide of the Paliar to attack 
Madrafs. In the middle of March, he let down before Elavana- 
fore, which Killnarow, leaving his rock of Thiagar, refolved to 
defend in perfon; continual fkirmifhes paffed between them for 
ten days, when Lambert, feeing no probability of taking the 
place without battering cannon, or which he had nine, matched 
away, and fet down before Trivatore; where likewife were fome 
Sepoys left by Mahomed Woof, and fome of Kiftnarow’s, who were 
very near furrendering, when Lambert, with his whole detach
ment, was recalled to the main army; which on the 19th advanced 
to Covrepauk, where they took up their quarters, hill keeping 
Lambert’s party between them and the Englilh, which continued 
at Conjeveram, and threw up redoubts in their front, and on their 

flanks.
Soon after the detachment of Gopaulrow’s Morattoes had taken 

poflfeffion of Tripetti, he received orders from Balagerow at Poni, 
to return and join him there without delay; left he fhould be 
flopped by the floods of the Kriftna, which fwells in May. He ac
cordingly recalled all his parties, excepting a fmall detachment 
left to guard Tripetti, under the command of an officer named- 
Narrain Sauftry, and the main body marched away from the paflfes 
of Damalcherri, in the beginning of April. A t the fame time, 
Abdulwahah, the Nabob’s brother, was permitted to return, with 
his troops, to Chandergerry; from whence he fent them agaiuft: 
Tripetty, of which they got poflfeffion after a flight refiftance:, 
he then requefted the Prefidency to grant him the farm of the pa
goda; but as his rank exempted him from controul, the Prefi
dency let it to the fame renters as were holding it when taken by 
the French, by whom they had likewile been continued in the 
management.

Three companies of Sepoys fent from Tritchinopoly joined Kiftna- 
row foon after Lambert’s party was recalled from the fouth, with whom 
and his own troops Kiftnarow immediately took the field again, and

ravaged
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ravaged as far as Trivadi, within 14 miles of Pondicherry, and * 75*9* 
from thence to Cuddalore, where, fa ce  the redufhon or hort St. May,
David, the French kept a garrHon. Some had troops were fcnt 
from both, and the adjacent d i f  rids, to oppofe him, and having 
amongft them 30 Europeans, and he none, excepting the ferjeants 
o f the Sepoys, the enemy attacked him with coniidence, and were 
decifively beaten. T en  of their Europeans, and a great number ot 
their country troops, were killed. O f the Englifh Sepoys 30, and 
nine o f Kiftnarow’s people; but the enemy left behind them 
three pieces o f cannon, a tumbril, and 30 barrels o f ammunition, 
which he carried away in triumph to T h iag ar; and from thence 
lent back the English Sepoys to Tritehinopoly. This fuccefs was 

gained in the beginning of May.
A  few days after the redudion of Conjeveram, intelligence was 

received, that the garrilbn o f Sepoys at Palamcotah, in the country 
o f Tinivelly, had ventured to hand an engagement in the field 
again!! Maphuze Khan and the Pulitaver, joined by mod o f the other 
Polygars, and, although the enemy quirted the field, fo many of 
the Sepoys were killed and wounded, that the garrilbn could no 
longer appear out of the fort. It had before been refolved to lend 
Mahomed IfToof into the fouthern countries, as fbon as the army in 
the field could be diminifhed without rifque; of which, the caution 
o f the French army at Covrepauk to avoid even the chance o f fkir- 
mifhes, and the departure of the Morattoes with Gopaulrovv, who 
might have joined them, no longer left any apprehenfions. T h e 
troops o f Tanjore and Tondiman were therefore ordered to return, 
with Mahomed IfTooPs detachment, and the whole body were to pals 
by Vicravanili an I Trivadi, in order to affifl Kiflnarow in ravaging 
the French diftrifts in the way. They let out together on the 26th 
o f A p r i l : the detachment with Mahomed lffoof was fix companies 
of Sepoys, 60 of the horfe, and fix o f the European gunners he 
brought with him, and two field-pieces: the Tanjorines were 300 
horfe, and Tondiman’s troops 250, with 1100 Colleries. After the 
firft day’s march, the troops of Tanjore and Tondiman declared 
they would not expofe themfelves to the rifque o f palling through
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1 759. the enemy’s didrifts, nor of eroding the Coleroon near them. Ma- 
' - r . h o m e d  Kloof, impatient to arrive at his defoliation, yielded to, if  

he did not fugged, their regugnance, and contented to go the way 
they chofe. Accordingly, they all quitted the draight road to the 
fouth, and driking to the wed, palled by Arnee, and entered the 
mountains about nine miles fouth of Velore: then continuing: 
along the valley of Vaniambady, they came out at another pafs 
near Tricalore, and burning feven or eight villages under the fort 
which were held by the French renters, they arrived at Thiagar 
on the 8th of May, where Kidnarow was returned from his ex- 
curfion toTrivadi. T h e  Tanjorines and Tondimans, thinking the 
red of the country from Thiagar fafe, proceeded home more like 
travellers than troops: but Mahomed IlToof’s detachment marched 
on in regular order to Tritchinopoly, where they arrived on the 
1 4th; and, on the 16th, having taken leave o f the Nabob, he con
tinued his march to Madura.

Nothing could tedify more confidence than the difmidion o f 
fuch a number of troops in the face of the enemy. Their didredea 
for every kind of fupply, and for want even of their pay, after they 
arrived at Covrepauk, deferred Mr. Lally from trading their good
will in aftion, until he could fatisfy their complaints. For this 
purpofe, he went to Arcot, and, having detefted various frauds in 
the management of the Amuldar or renter, who farmed the didrifts,, 
fined him 40,000 rupees; and he received 10,900 from Mortizally 
o f Velore, with the promile of fome provilions, to refrain from 
moleding his domain. But before he had procured thefe aids, he 
received news, that the Englilh lquadron, confiding of nine fail of 
the line, and three frigates, had arrived on the 28th of April at 
Negapatam, from Bombay. Their appearance, whild the French 
army was at fuch a didance, alarmed the garrifon at Karical, and 
even Pondicherry itfelf; but not M r. Lally, who, on the contrary,, 
thought it requiiite to Ihew better countenance, and, having latis- 
fied immediate wants with the money he had obtained, marched
on the 6th of May with the whole army from Covrepauk, and eli

tes ,
camped
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camped the next day at Balchitty’s choultry, ieven miles to the ^ 59̂  
well of Conjeveram. The fituation they chofe was urong, and M,y. 
the country being quite level, the advanced guards oi the two

armies were in light of each otliei.
An exchange of priibners had been feme tune before agreed on, 

and ioo of thofe taken at Fort St. David arrived at Chinglapet 
from Pondicherry on the 6th, which enabled the Prefidency of Ma- 
drafs to reinforce their army with that number, although of other 
Europeans; but the French could not immediately receive an equal 
advantage, becaufe their prifoners were releafed from Tntchnopoly, 
and had to march from thence to Pondicherry. Colonel Brereton fell 
at this time dangcroufly ill, and with much regret was obliged 60 be 
carried into Madrafs, when the command devolved to Colonel Mon- 
fen, the next officer in the king’s regiment, who immediately made 
preparations, and on three fucceffive days, from the 12th to the 
15th, drew the army out of the lines, offering the enemy battle in 
the plain; but the ground of their encampment was too ftrong to 
be attacked by an equal force. By this time, the refouic.es of money 
and provifions which Mr. Tally had lately procured were nearly ex- 
haufted, and the foldiery renewed their complaints, which moil of 
the officers, from perfonal hatred to himfelf, were little felicitous 
to reprefs. Knowing their difeontent, he would not venture the 
battle he otherwife wiffied, (for he was always brave and impetuous, 
and liad 2000 Europeans in the field,) before he had tried how tar 
their prejudices might influence their duty: and made feveral mo
tions, tending to no great confequence, which convinced him, that, 
in their prefent mood, they would not fight with ardour under jus 
command. The Engliffi army, ignorant of the motives, were much 
Unprized to fee the whole of the F rench quitting their encamp
ment on the 15th, and in march towards frivatore. F rom hence 
the v were difpofed into different cantonments. Parties were fent to 
Arcot, Covrepauk, and Carangoly, 200 Europeans to Chittapet, 400 
with the field artillery to Vandiwaffi; 1200, with 100 European 
horfe, marched to Pondicherry, whither Mr. Tally likewife went,

relblved.
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i 759. rdblved not to meet the Englifh again in force, until the arrival of 
vr r ,- ^  the French fquadron, which was daily cxpefted with reinforcements.

On the 28th, the Englifh army was diftributed into cantonments 
at Chinglapet, Conjeveram, StreePermadore, and Muflewack, which, 
with the forts of Pondamalee and TripalTore, formed a barrier from 
the river Paliar to Pulicate. The French had tome time before 
withdrawn their troops from Sadrals, and re ft 0 red the fort and town 

to the Dutch.
Thus ended this campaign, after it had lafted 100 days, during 

which of 8 or 10,000 men in arms, not five were killed. But the 
principal object of both tides was to protect their refpeftive territory, 
and not to ritk an engagement without pofitive advantage, which 

neither gave.
Mr. Lally carried with him to Pondicherry more refentment than 

ever againfl the governor, the council, and all who were employed 
in the civil adminiftration o f the company’s affairs; imputing to 
their malverfations all the obftacles and impediments which ob- 
ftru&ed the fucccfs of his arms. T h e council, he alledged, received 
prefents from the renters of all the diftrifts, who, emboldened by 
the knowledge of their peculations, continually evaded the regular 
payments, or infilled on remiflions in the terms of their leafes: and 
whilft the public treafury was thus dilappointed or defrauded of its 
incomes, its itfues he infilled were fquandered with equal prodiga
lity, becaufe the council and their dependants held fhares in all the 
fiipplies for the public fervice, whether in the camp or city. Some
thing of thefe accufations might be true; but Mr. Dc Leyrit, the 
governor, was a man of diflinguifhed moderation and equity ; and 
other members of the council were likewife men o f worth, iuperior 
tofuch p raft ices; but all who were not, fheltered their own cha- 
rafters under the public difoelief of the calumnies againfl thole who 
were guiltlefs of the delinquencies imputed to them: and all know
ing Mr. Lally’s averlion to Mr. Buffy, who had remained ill at 
Pondicherry fince the fiege of Madrafs, paid particular court to his 
perlbn and charafter, and continually expreffed their regrets at the 
iudiicretion of the mmiftry in France appointing M r. Lally to the

fupreme
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fupreme command in India, when they had it in their power to 1759. 
have employed an officer o f fuch approved and luceefsful fervices as 

M r.Bufly.
As foon as the main body of the French army arrived at Pondi

cherry, 60 Europeans were font to K arical; again!! which place, 
from its difiance and fituation on the fca-fhore, although a regular 
fortification, Mr, Lally always apprehended a defeent from the E ng
lish fjuadron. Another party was prepared to attack Kiilnarow, 
whole ravages had greatly impaired the revenues expected from the 
adjacent diflridts; but did not take' the field until the 24th, which 
gave time to Captain Jofeph Smith, at Tritchinopoly, to fend three 
companies of Sepoys, under the command of Munterman, the iei — 
jeant-major of the garrifbn, who arrived at Thiagar before the.
French party ; which thereupon returned to Trivadi: where they, 
remained waiting for detachments until they were ftrengthened to 
200 Europeans, 1500 Sepoys, 40 I luflars, 500 black horfe, and. 
eight guns, and were like wife joined by the matchlocks and peons 
o f the French diftridls : when, by forced marches, they fuddenly in - 
veiled Elavanafore on the 5th of J u ly ; and took it by aflault on the 
1 ith. Kiilnarow himfelf was in Thiagar; his gallantry, and the 
importance o f the place, which prote&ed all the diflrifls fouthward 
toward Tritchinopoly, determined Captain Smith to make an,effort 
for their prefervation, which the ftrength of his garrifon could, 
ill afford. Forty Europeans, with three guns, and fix companies 
o f Sepoys, marched under the command of Lieutenant Raillard, a 
Swifs, and before they reached Volcondah were joined by xooo 
horfe, which the Nabob had levied fmee his arrival at,Tritchinopolj, 
intending to employ them in the Madura and Tiuiveliy countries, 
which he expected would have been left to his management. Kifl- 
narow, on hearing of the.march of Raiilard’s detachment, came out . 
o f Thiagar with all his horfe, and fome Sepoysr in the night, o f  
the 12th, and the next day joined him at Volcondah Serjeant 
Hunterman, with the red of the three companies of Sepoys he had 
brought, and what foot Kiilnarow ufually kept in Thiagar, re
mained to defend it, until his return with the reinforcement. A t.

break.
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f 7<?9. break of day on the 14th, the whole body o f the French troops, 
v"pjyp' now commanded by the Vifcount Fumel, who had made a forced 

march in the night from Elavanafore, appeared before the pettah at 
the bottom of the rock, and inverting it on every fide on the plain, 
brought two guns againft the two oppofite gates on the north and 
fouth, and difpofed two parties to efcalade in other places. T h e 
light was every where {harp; both the efcalades and the attack on 
the north gate were repulfed ; but after two hours, the enemy forced 
the other, and brought their guns into the town, and Huntrerman, 
rtill unwilling to give up, had nearly been cut off in his retreat to 
the gateway of the palTage leading up to the fort above, which he 
however gained, having loft one-third of his Sepoys ; but the enemy 
more, having 200 o f theirs, and 30 Europeans killed and wound
ed. T hey had fcarccly dilpofed their guards, when their fcouts 
brought word, that the troops with Ralliard and Kiftnarow were 
approaching, and were within a few miles ; on which Fumel, with 
the impetuofity of his nation on fuccefs, marched out with moft of 
the troops, but without the field-pieces; and met the Englifh, who 
were advancing fart on the plain within two miles from the fort.
Ralliard, thinking the advantage o f his two field-pieces greater than 
it really was, halted his line to cannonade, which the enemy ftood; 
and, inftead o f coming on as Ralliard expedited, waited till their 
own, which were five, came up, when they fired amongft the N a
bob’s cavalry, and knocked down feveral; on which the whole o f 
this daftardly body went off, and left the infantry unflanked. R al
liard and Kiftnarow were in this inftant riding towards the cavalry, 
to lead them up to the enemy's; and, hurried by vexation, followed 
in hopes of rallying them, and left the infantry without command; 
againft whom the enemy, feeing the horle going off, advanced to 
the pulh of bayonet. There was, not far in the rear of the Englifh 
line, a village, in which the oxen with the ammunition and the ftores 
were waiting; and the gunners, thinking it a iafe ftation to fecure 
■ the field-pieces, turned, and began to draw them off as faft as they 
could, thinking they ihould be covered by the reft dY the infantry; 
who, confufed by thele various appearances of terror in others, took

panic
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panic themfelves, and broke, before the enemy’s Europeans were at 1 759- 
their breafts; and all inftantly fell under the fabres of their black 
cavalry: meanwhile the exhortations of Ralliard and Kiftnarow were 
vain to retain the Nabob’s, who went off on the full gallop in the 
road to Tritchinopoly. A ll the Europeans were killed, or made pri- 
foners: all the Sepoys threw down their arms, and fuffered more, 
as the enemy did not think them worth taking, and only 200 of them 
got back to Tritchinopoly. Kiftnarow, feeing all loft, followed the 
Nabob’s cavalry; Ralliard rode back to the enemy, difchargcd his 
piftols at the lirft he met, and then galloped out of their reach. He 
was afterwards found dead five miles from the field of aclion; his 
head and bread: bruifed with violent ftrokes of his pillol, under which 
he is fuppofed, as he had neither cartridges nor iword, to have ex
pired, and to have inflidted this fevere, but needlels execution on 
himlelf, to avoid the dilgrace of his defeat. The enemy returned to 
Thiagar, and lummoned Kiftnarow’s officer in the upper fort to fur- 
render, who, encouraged by Serjeant Hunterman, refufed; which 
obliged them to fend to Chittapet and Vandiwafh, for three mortars, 
and more Europeans. They fired and bombarded the rock until the 
25th; when Hunterman, having nearly expended all the ammuni
tion, capitulated to 600 Europeans, and obtained honourable terms 
for the whole garrifon, Kiftnarow’s people as well as the Englilh 
Sepoys; all being permitted to march away with their arms, their 
perfons without l'earch, their baggage on oxen, and under an efcort 
of French troops to the diftqnce they chofe: the artillery only ex
cepted. The gallantry o f Hunterman was rewarded with an Enfign’s 
commiftion.

Nothing o f confequence had palled between the two armies fiince 
they went into cantonments, except reciprocal excurfions o f fmall 
parties to drive oft' cattle, o f which the Englifh collected 5 or 6000.
T he French garrilon in the fort of Arcot confifted of 60 Europeans 
and fix companies of Sepoys: and being as ill paid as the reft of the 
troops, the Sepoys made overtures to Colonel Monl'on, proffering 
to deliver up the fort for a reward in money. A t the fame time, the 
Kellidar o f Covrepauk, in which were only ten Europeans, and he

V o l . II. 3 S' of
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i 759* of Ttmery, who had none, offered likewise to fell their forts. T i-  
mery, from its diftance, was not deemed worth the purchafe; but 
the reputation of Arcot, and the cammuuicatioa with it by Covre- 
pauk, induced the Presidency to accept the terms of thefe forts, al
though eoftly. But the Sepoys at Arcot, when the day of execu
tion approached, confcfled that they could not fucceed; and a few 
days after 200 Europeans were feat into the fort from Vandiwafh, 
but not, as it feemed, from any fufpicion of the plot. However, 
their march flopped the bargain with Covrepauk.

Narrain Sanflrv, the Morattoe officer, whom Abdulwahab had 
driven from Tripe tty, took up his refidence in Carcambaddy, a 
town in the hills, 15 miles diftant, belonging to a petty Polygar, fub- 
jeCt to a greater called the Matlaver, with whofe affiftance he railed 
forces, mortly fuch as were to be found in thofe wilds; and in the 
night of the 30th of June, by a bye-path in the mountain of T.ri- 
petty, got poffeffion of the temple on the fummit. The troops 
maintained by the renter, and two companies of Sepoys with Enfign 
Wilcox, were in the town below, which commands the ufual path 
of the pilgrims to the pagoda. Narrain Sauftry therefore waited for 
another force, which the Matlaver was to fend; when one from the 
rock, and the other from the plain, were to furprize the town.
They accordingly made the attack on the 9th of July at four in the 
morning; and, after IkirmiiMng an hour, were beaten off, with the 
lois of 20 men killed and wounded; but the Morattoes fiill kept 
pofTelfion of the pagoda. A  few days after, the town was rein
forced by the Presidency of Madrafs, with three companies of Sepoys,
J 5 Europeans, and a fmal.1 gun. None but Indians, and they of 
the better cafls, are permitted toafeend the hill on which the pagoda 
(lands; for the Bramius pretend, that if the fummit fhould be 
trodden by forbidden feet, all the virtue of the pagoda in the re
in iff on of fins would be loft, until reftored by an immenfe purification.
Not apprized of this creed, the Sepoys lent by the Prefidency were 
as ufual a mixture of Mahomedans and various cafls of Indians, lo 
that out of the fix hundred, only 80 were worthy to mount to the 
affault: and the Europeans were utterly excluded. The renter 

1 neverthelefs
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neverthelefs, with the So Sepoys, and his peons and matchlocks, ^ 759- 
iti all not exceeding 500 men, ventured to attack the enemy in pot- j u]y. 
feflxon of the pagoda, and was repulfed with lofs, but the blood Ihed 

in the attack did not unfan&ify the pagoda.
In the latter part of June, three of the ufual fhips arrived from 

England, with 200 recruits, lent by the Company; and brought 
intelligence, that the 84th regiment of 1000 men, in the king’s 
fervice, were coming in other fhips, under the command of Lieu
tenant-colonel Coote, the fame officer whom we have feen ferving 
in Bengal with the rank of Major; he was appointed to the com
mand of the Company’s troops in Bengal; but with permiffion to 
flop and ferve with his regiment, if  more neceffary, on the coaft ol 
Coromandel. T he fatisfa&ion arifing from this intelligence was in 
fome meafure impaired by a relolution of the Couit ot directors; 
who, dazzled by the wealth acquired in Bengal from the revolution ot 
PlatTy, and by reprefentations of its fufficiency to tupply their other 
prefidencies, had determined to tend no more treature to any of them 
until the year 1760; but for every reafon this intelligence was kept 

within the council.
A t  this time likewife, 200 Englifh prifoners were received from 

Pondicherry, in exchange for the fame number of French releafed 
at Tritchinopoly; but more than one half of the Englith were tea
men, taken in the frigates branded at St. David’s, and other vetfels; 
who were immediately fent away to the fquadron, which was cruiz
ing to the fouthward. However, thefe additions to the army enabled 
the Prefidency to extend their attention to obje£ls they had been 
obliged to neglect, in order to make head in the adjacencies of 
Madrafs : and 90 Europeans, of whom 20 were invalids, and the 
others not the beft men, were lent to Tritchinopoly, proceeding by 
fea to Negapatam, and from thence through the country o f 

Tanjore.
Three companies of Sepoys had been fent to bring away as many 

o f the French prifoners as they could guard from Mafulipatam. ,
A s the fea was adverfe, they marched by land, and were joined on 
the road by 100 horfe of Nazeabulla’s, from Nelore, They arrived at

3 s 2 Mafulipatam
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1 759. Mafulipatam on the i l l  of June, and on the 15th began their march 
V Jul7^ hack with 200 of the prifoners; but on the 3d day were recalled by 

Colonel Forde,in conlequence of intelligence which threatened their - 
farther progrds with danger.

The Sitbah Salabadjing, on his return from Mafulipatam, halted 
within four days of Hyderabad, and commenced a negotiation with 
his brother Nizamally. An interview entiled, which was followed 
by a reconciliation, and concluded by the reftoration of Nizamally 
to the fame extenfive powers in the government of the Decan, 
which had excited the apprehentions of Mr. Bully, and the mortal 
hatred of both to each other, in the beginning o f the preced
ing year. This revolution in the adminiflration deprived Bal- 
faulet Jung, the other brother, o f all his power; which had been con- 
fiderable as Duan, and little controled by the indolence o f Sala
badjing. He therefore marched away in feeming difgufl with his 
brothers; but with moll againft the ablefl; and took with him the 
troops which had formed Conflans’ army of obfervation. They were 
200 Europeans, and the 2000 Sepoys under the command of Zul- 
facar Jung: his own were 1500 good horfe, and 5000 foot of va
rious forts, with a train of heavy artillery. T hey recrolfed the 
Kriflna, lummontng acknowledgments, and plundering the coun
try; and when Bonjour’s detachment, let out from Mafulipatam, 
were arrived at Condavire, within 50 miles o f the road of his march.
From hence, Baflaulut Jung, and his principal officers, lent forward 
threatening letters to Nazeabulla at Nelore, and the three greater 
Polygars, as well as all the lelfer ones along the Pennar, ordering 
them to account fot their lhares of the tribute with the arrears, due 
to the throne through the officiality of the Subah o f the Decan, 
by whom Baflaulet Jung pretended he was commiffioned to call them 
to account; and, as a more effectual terror, gave out, that he fhould 
pals through their countries, in order to join the French at Arcot.
T h e ffyle of his letters, and Hill more his approach, had deterred 
Nazeabulla, as well as the northern Polygars, from giving any affif- 
tance to the Englifh in recovering the mountain o f Tripetti; 
although all applied to Madrafs for affi fiance to defend themfelves.
This conflcrnation was flrong, when the renter was repulfed in the

attack
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attack of the mountain; and, on the news of his ill iuccefs, 200 ^ 759-̂ 
o f the black horle, with three companies of Sepoys, were lent from July, 

the army at Conjeveram to Tripaffore, where they would be in leadi
ng's either to fuccour the renter, Nazeabullah, the Polygars, 01 to 
march on to join Bonjour’s detachment, if returning. But this paity 
was fcarcely arrived at Tripaffore, when the prelidency received in
telligence from Enfign Wilcox, that a detachment of Europeans, Se
poys, and horie, lent from Arcot to Narrain Sauftry, were maiching 
round the hills, in order to attack the troops in the town ot I lipetti; 
which if  they Ihould take, the revenues of the approaching feaft in 
September would be loft, and the recovery of the pagoda, relifted by 
French troops, rendered hereafter much more difficult; whereas, in 
the prelent ftate, Narrain Sauftry in poffeflion of the mountain, and 
the Englilh of the town, neither at leaft could get any thing, except
ing by a compromife. I he importance of this objedf, and of the 
other concerns m this cjuarter, determined the pielidency to lend .
Major Calliaud, with 200 Europeans and 300 Sepoys. They arrived 
at Tripetti on the 8th of July; but, as before, the reinforcement of 
Sepoys furnifhed few of the right fort to attack the mountain. Cal
liaud therefore marched with the Europeans, four companies of 
Sepoys, and two guns, againft Carcambaddy, the way over hills and 
vallies, covered with wood, but inhabited by a people lit only for 
Ikulking attacks, although of no contemptible caft, being entitled 
to the pagoda of Tripetti. They fired continually from the thickets 
and covers, and killed and wounded feveral of the line before they 
forced the firft barrier. A t the fecond, Major Calliaud with much 
difficulty got one of the guns upon a rock, which flanked the barrier,, 
and the firft difeharge, loaded with grape, killed the Polygar and fe
veral of his men, after which the detachment met no farther refif- 
tance. They were {even hours gaining their way, and arrived at three' 
in the afternoon at the Polygar’s town ; which they found abandon
ed, burnt it down, and deftroyed the adjoining plantations. I he next 
day thev returned to Tripetti, and Calliaud thinking the enemy in 
the mountain would be as much difeouraged, as the renter's people 
were elated by this fuccefs, fent all the fit men of his Sepoys, who,

with
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tyXy.  with the renter’s* did not exceed fix hundred, although N a train 
Sauflry had twice as many, to attack the pagoda again; which the 
enemy, after fkirmifhing three hours, abandoned* and all ran away 
to take fhelter in the hills of Matlaver. Four of the renter’s men 
were killed, and 20 wounded. Every thing being thus quieted in 
the neighbourhood, autl no farther tidings of the French party from 
Arcot, Calliaud fet. out on his return on the 1 8th with all the 
troops he had brought, excepting ten Europeans, whom he left 
with Wilcox.

No party of Europeans had marched from Arcot agatnfl Tripetti, 
and the report arofe from the plundering excurfion -of fome Sepoys 
andhorfe in the Ikirts o f Borne rauze’s country, to fecond a demand 
they were making on him of 60,000 rupees. Neverthelefs the 
advices were fo intirely credited at Madrals, that Colonel Brereton,

. without waiting to advife with, the council, ordered Major Monfon
to move the army from Conjeveram towards Arcot, as nearer to 
fuccour whatfoever the enemy might intend to diftrels. T hey 
marched on the 5th; and on the 7th in the morning appeared be
fore Covrepauk, with two 18 and two 12-plunders. This fort is 
fmall, but well-built of ftone, and lias a wet ditch, which was in 
good order. Colonel Monfon fummonecl the officer, more according 
to form than his own expedition of the anlwer he received, which 
was, that, if 'th e  garrifon, whites and blacks, were permitted to 
retire to Arcot, the foldiers with their knapfacks, and the officers 
with their effects, the gate fhould be immediately delivered: the ca
pitulation was tranfadfed and concluded in lefs than an hour. This 
eafy fuccels, for the fort was worthy of breach, gave hopes that the 
French garrifon o f Arcot w ould not make all the defence they 
might; and as the fituation was equally near to Tripetti, the army 
advanced, and arrived in the city on the 9th. The garrifon fhewed 
good countenance, and their artillery was fo fuperior, that nothing 
could be done, until the Englifh army were fupplied with a train 
from Madrafs, before which the greateft part o f the French army 
might arrive from their different cantonments to the relief o f Arcot; 
and for this reafon, Major Monfon, before he received the orders o f

the
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the prefidency, marched back to Conjeveram ; but left 400 Euro- ^ 759 . 
peatis o f the Company's troops in Covrepauk, winch lecured the re- M . 

venues o f the country between thefe two Nations.
Mr. Pococke, waiting for the arrival of the French fquadron, had 

continued with his own to windward of Pondicherry, moftly at 
Neo-apatam, where they were plentifully fupplied with cattle y 
Captain Jofeph Smith at Tritchinopoly, who caufed them to be 
driven to the fea-coaft, out of the obfervation of the king o f 1 anjore.
In the end of June, a Danifh yeffel arriving at Tranquebar, reported, 
that 12 fail o f French Ihips were in the bay of 1 rincanomaly m 
Ceylon; on which, the whole fquadron weighed on the 30th and 
on the 3d of July came off the mouth of that harbour; where 
they neither few, nor gained any tidings of, the French Ihips M r 
Pococke then cruized off the Fryar’s Hood, the N. e. headland o f •
the ifland, which all veffels coming to the coaft o f Coromandel 
at this feafon endeavour to make, and, in this ftation, met five of the 
expended (hips from England, with the firfi: divifion of Coote’s regi
ment, w ith which he returned, and anchored on the 30th at Nega- 
patam ; keeping them in company until the provisions nnd fhnes 
they had brought for the ufe of his fquadron were taken out. I he 
prefidency received advices of their arrival on the 5th of Auguft, and 
notwithfianding the various wants of men at this time for defence 
and attack on fhore, requeued Mr. Pococke to detain the troops, to 
ferve with him in the expeded engagement with the French fqua
dron. Several advices had lately been received, that the Dutch go
vernment o f Batavia, their capital in the Eatf-Indies, were preparing 
an armament, which was to fail to the bay of Bengal; and on t c 
8th fix fhips arrived at Negapatam, having left another in the bay 
of Trincanomaly. T hey bad on board 500 European fokliers, and 
1500 difciplined Malays, with abundance of military ftores. Various 
reports and conjediures were formed of the deflination of this force.
T he Dutch themfelves gave out, that it was chiefly intended to le- 
inforce their garrifons on the coaft ; and their unavowed emiffaries 
reported, that the whole were to a ft as auxiliaries to the Englifh
ao'ainfl the French on the Coafl of Coromandel. Mr. Pococke knew

0 how
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r 758. how much the military force in Bengal had been diminilhed by. the 
''-pvw  expedition to Mafulipatam, and might fuffer by the ufnal mortality of 

r the climate ; and realbning from the antipathy of the Dutch govern
ment to the great lucceffes and power which the Englifh had lately ac
quired in Bengal, fufpebtcd that the armament he faw was principally 
intended to reduce their influence in that country: and, with the 
{pirit of coriliderate gallantry, and zeal for the general fuccefs of the 
public fervicc, which on all occafions diftinguifhed his command, 
fent all the troops to IVIadrafs, recommending, that a part o f them 
might be immediately forwarded to Bengal. They were all landed 
by the 25 th, and marched in different parties, as loon as refrefhed, to 
the main body at Conjeveram, where Colonel Brereton, having reco
vered from his illneis, again took the command.

A  few days after the return of Major Calliaud from Tripetti, the 
Polvgar of Carcambaddy with his own, and a number of the Mat- 
laver’s people, began to repair the town ; on which Enlign Wilcox 
marched with the 25 Europeans, 300 o f  the Sepoys, and an iron 
three-pounder. They were galled the whole way, and obliged to 
force the three harriers in the path; and when they came to the 
open lpot of the town, where they expected no refiflanee, met the 
mold, by a continual fire from the thickets round. Wilcox never- 
thelels perfifted, and, being aimed at, received at once three mulket- 
balls, and was mortally wounded. On which the troops put him 
into a dooley and retreated, likewife bringing off the gun. The 
enemy did not follow them earneftly ; fo that the lot's was only three 
Europeans killed, and 14 Sepoys wounded.

T he French party of Sepoys and black horle from Arcot, had been 
beaten back by Bomerauze’s people, and lay at Lallapet, near the 
mountains, 10 miles n . w . of Arcot, waiting an opportunity of renew
ing their incurfion; but were beaten up there on the 26th, by 
three companies o f Sepoys, and the troops of the renterof Covrepauk, 
fent by Captain Wood, who commanded in the fort. The enemy 
fled at the firft fire, leaving 70 mulkets, and 17 horfes, and the Se
poys remained to guard the near eft pafs leading from Lallapet into 
Bomerauze’s country.

Baflaulet
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Baflaulet Juag, with his army, had, in this while, continued his t 759. 
march from Condavir to the tbuth, and, having palled Ongole, at- 
tacked the fojt of Pollore, about 30 miles to the north of Nelore 
and the river Peimar, which, although out of the country of Damer- 
la-Yenkvtapah-naigue, was o f his dependance. T his iuccefs en- 
creafed the fright of all the three polygars, and of Nazeabulla in 
Nelore; and all renewed their applications to Madrafs for immediate 
affiAarice, and the Tripetty renter was fully perfuadcd, that Baflaulet 
Jung intended to get pofleflion of the pagoda, before the great fcaA, 
which begins in the middle of September, and generally produces 
20,000k; and it was known that Baflaulet Jung was in Arid cor- 
refpoadence with Pondicherry.

T o  thele alarms on the north of the province, were added others 
in the fouth. T he detachment with Fumel which had taken T h ia- 
gar had advanced as far asVotcondah, where, after many threats and 
Meflages, they had frightened the Kellidar out o f 60,000 rupees ; 
and, during the negociation, their horfe plundered as far as the 
Areights of Utatoor. It was then reported, that Fumel intended to 
advance with the whole, and take pofleflion of the ifland of Sering- 
ham, which would give them all the country between Thiagai; and 
Tritchinopoly. This detachment cculd not be oppofed in time from 
Madrafs ; becaufe the interjacent country was under the enemy’s 
garrifons; and whatsoever troops might be lent from hence, pro
ceeding half way by fea againft the monfoon, and then through 
the country o f Tanjore, would not enter into a<5Hon in lets than 
fix weeks, and then, if  fuccefsful, would be out o f the reach of 
recall. Tritchinopoly was the neareA Aation to make head againA 
them ; but the whole garrifon would not, in the field, have been 
equal to the force with Fumel.

Fortunately, in this concurrence of perplexities, the diflrefles and 
difcontent of the French army had continued as urgent as ever, even 
after the expence o f the campaign was duniniAied by their retreat 
into quarters. In the beginning of AuguA, die whole of Lally’s re- Augaft. 
giment, excepting the ferjeants and corporals, and 50 of the lol- 
diers, mutinied, and marched out of the fort of Chittapet, declar
ing, that they would not return to their colours, until they had 
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17 59. received their pay, of which many months was in arrears. T heir 
s-ru'7-/ officers, by furnifhing their own money, and engaging their honour 

JU}‘ for more, brought them back, excepting 30, who dilperfed about the 
country: but this defection, which the cattle exempted from rigo
rous punishment, Shook the difeipliue o f the whole army.

From this view of circumfhmccs, the Presidency o f Madrafs re- 
folved to leave fomething to chance in the extremities, rather than 
diminiih the fuperiority, which their force had lately acquired in the 
center o f the province, by the reinforcements arrived from E n g
land, and the enemy’s detachment to the fouthward; and determined 
to employ this advantage immediately again It Vandiwafh, the molt 
important of the enemy’s flat ions between Madrafs and Pondicherry. 
Accordingly 300 Europeans, with two twelve-pounders, and all the 
ftores neceflary for the attack, were lent to Chinglapet; but whilft 
on the road, and before the main body had moved from Conjeveram, 
arrived the Revenge, on the night of the 10th of September, w ith 
important intelligence from the l'quadron.

The Dutch at Negapatam, pretending that their armament from 
Batavia required the fervice of all their mulfoolah boats, would fpare 
none to water the Englilh Ihips; to procure which, Mr. Pococke 
failed on the 20th with thefquadron for T r  inconamalee, where com
mon boats can ply to the Ihore. They anchored there on the 30th, 
but at the mouth of the harbour; and the Revenge was fent for
ward to cruize off the Friar’s Hood. On the 2d o f September, at 
ten in the morning, fome fhips were difeovered to the s. £. Soon 
after came down the Revenge, chafed and fired upon by one of the 
Grangers, which denoted them to be the long-expe&ed enemy. The 
Englilh fquadron weighed immediately, and could not get within 
cannon-lhot of them by furi-fet; but perceived that the number and 
11 length of the (hips greatly exceeded the force they hacl met the 
year before.

Mr. D ’Ache having left the coafl, as we have feen, on the 3d of 
September, arrived, after thirty days fail, at the Hie o f France, 
anti found in the port a reinforcement o f three men of war, under 
the command of Mr. D ’ Eguille, an officer of experience and reputa- 

4 tion,
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tion. Several of the company’s velfels, but none o f force, for enough 1759. . 
had been fent before, were likewhe arriv ed from France. 'The crews 
Of all thefe Ihips amounted to 5500 men, and ail the provisions 
which could be collefted in the ides, or even drawn from Mada
gascar, with the fupplies lent from Europe, were insufficient to feed 
this multitude, added to the numbers already in the colony, which 
they nearly equalled. Several councils were held on this diltrels, 
and it was at length determined to lend one o f the men of war, 
with eight of the Company’s ihips, which would take off between 
3 and 4000 men, to the Cape of Good Hope, where they were to 
purchafe provilions diffident for the fquadron in the enfuing voyage, 
and, in the mean time, the crews would be lupported without 
breaking in upon the general dock. Thefe Ihips arrived off the Cape 
in the beginning of January; and two o f them had the luck to fall 
in with and take the Grantham, an Englilh Faff-India fhip, dif- 
patched from Madrafs in September. They purchased, but at a vaft 
expence, a great quantity of meat, grain, and wine, and returned to 
the Ifle o f France in April and May; after which, the drength Of 
four o f the Company’s fighting fhips, which had not hitherto 
mounted the number of guns they were built for, were armed to 
the full fcale o f their confirmation. Thefe alterations, and other 
equipments, retarded the departure of the fquadron until the 17th 
of July. They went firft to the ifle o f Bourbon, and then to Foul- 
point, in the ifknd of Madagafcar, to take in fome rice, and other 
provifions, which had been procured there ; and on the 30th o f A u- 
guft arrived off Batacola, a port in Ceylon, 60 miles to the fouth 
o f Trinconomaly; where they, received intelligence of the Englifh 
fquadron, and two days after came in fight of them off Point Pedras.
T h e land and lea-winds differing in the fame hours at different dis
tances from the fhore, the currents likewife various, fquauls, a fog, 
and contrary courfes whilff feeking each other when out o f fight, 
kept them afunder, or out o f immediate reach, until the 10th o f 
September, when they again fell in with one another o ff  Fort St.
David. The French, being fartheft out at fea, lay-to in a line o f 
battle a-head, their heads to the Eafir. T h e Englifh having the 
wind came down a-brcall, and at two m the afternoon were within

3 T  2 gua-



®  (SL
512 T h e  W a r  o f  C o r o m a n d e l . Book X L

r 759. gun-fhot, when each fhip edged to get into their Nations alongfide o f 
September, allotted antagoniRs.

T h e EngliRi fquadron confiRed of nine fhips o f the line, attended 
by a frigate, the Queenfborough, two o f the Company’s fhips, 
and the Proteftor converted to a fire-Riip. The French were 11 fail 
o f the line, of which four were of the navy of France, and they had 
three frigates under their lee. Difference o f failing, and disappoint
ment in working, prevented the Englifh from forming their line 
with as much regularity as the enemy, who were waiting for them, 
drawn up in order o f battle.

T h e French line was led by the A ft  if  o f 64, one of the King’s 
fhips. She was followed by the Minotaur, another o f the King’s, 
o f 74, in which Mr. D ’Aguille wore the flag of Rear-Admiral, and 
by much the Routed: fhip in the fquadron, having in her lower tier 
thirty-two-pounders, which in the French weight is equal to 40 
Englifh; then Rood three o f the Company’s fhips, the Due d’Orleans 
of 54, the Saint Louis o f 56, and the Vengeur o f 64. Thefe five 
formed the van. M. D ’A che, in the Zodiaque, hoifled his flag in 
the center, fupported by the Comte de Provence o f 74: the four 
others of the rear-divifion were the Due de Bourgogne o f 54, the 
IlluRre of 64, the Fortunee o f the fame rate as the Illuflre, and 
the Centaur of 68; of which only the IlluRre was a King’s fhip. T h e 
Elizabeth of 64 led the Englifh line, followed by the NewcaRle o f 
50, the Tyger of 60, and the Grafton o f 68, in which was Rear-Ad
miral Stevens; thefe four were the van. Mr. Pococke, in the 
Yarmouth o f 66, was in the center, followed by the Cumberland 
now mounting only 58, the Salilbury o f 50, the Sunderland o f 60, 
and the Weymouth of 60 clofedthe rear. The total battery o f the 
French fquadron exceeded the Englifh by 174 guns, and confequently 
by 87 in aftion.

T h e Grafton was the frrR fhip up, and whilR prefenting her broad- 
fidc fell a-breaR o f the Zodiaque, whom Mr. Pococke, as in the 
two engagements of the laR year, intended to referve for himfelf.
M . D ’Ache immediately threw out the fignal of battle, and began 

to fire on the Grafton, the firR fhot at 15 minutes after tw o; but 
Mr. Stevens waited for the fignal of his admiral, which did not

appear


