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• S^S? 3 ty Corner <■ to- postponing and expediting the pcrfowte^ l  J 
X^v.w^x of the matrimonial rites,

Most prince's and no bleb at their nuptials continue 'the huldee 
for Biz months, daring which period they have music and entertain
ments daily ; and performing the other ceremonies every fortnight, 
month, or so, complete the marriage in the course of a year.

fch>ch as can afford it occupy two or three months in perform
ing the various matrimonial rites.

Among the 'respectable and middling classes of society mar
riage is usually finished in eleven days, or less: e.g,

T}|e first three days. ktrtdee (or sitting in state); on the fourth, 
the sending of maynKdee -from the bridegroom to the bride,, and 'on 
the fifth,*vice versa ; on the sixth,! the bride’s paoon minnt (me slu
ing for her wilding dress) ; and an the seventh, the bridegroom’s ; 
on the eighth, the ceremonies of 'knluskaymat’h, tail-ghurray, bee- 
[mean and burr'eg; on the ninth, jay he#; on. the tenth jhotp’homa 
pid hay ehanwiiJftgil rhurhanu', and shub-gmht; on the eleventh, 
nee,hah and joolwd-. \  Jfcfter'two or tour days is performed leungun 
k’ kolna and hnt’h butlana any time within the honey-moon, usually 
on ihe fifth Jvomigee or .Friday.

Among the poor of the lower classes of people, all the above 
ceremonies are performed in three days. The first day, the cere
monies of huldee maynhdee and paoon minut the second burrm, tyc. 
juylwz, and shub-gusht; the third neekah and jool-wa.

If they be much pressed for time, all these take place in one 
day; a ceremony every hour-or so.



CHAPTER XV,
Concerning tt*e Mohurrum, or first month. It ocmiprises three subjects, Wi'«. 1st, 

The Mohurrum hee eed, or feast.—2nd. The cause of the martyrdom of. their high- 
nesses Eemfim Hussnn and Hoseiit (may God reward them i).—3rd. The ceremonies 
observed during the Ashaora, or first ten days of the month Mohurrum,

S ec*. 1, The Mohurrum, hee Eed, or Feast,
The Mohurrum feast w|| in existence in the days of his highness 

Mohiimfniicl Moostuffa (God bless him !) it he ving been observed 
as such by prophets before his time; bur, the prophet Mohammad, 
the messenger of God, enjoined on his.followers the', observance 
of ten additional customs during the Ashoora, viz. 1. Bathing ; 2. 
Wearing fitter apparel than usual; 3. Applying soorma to the eyes;
4. Fasting-; 5. Prayers; 6. Cooking more victuals than usual ; 7, 
Making peace with'one’s enemies, or establishing it among others;
3. Associating with pious and. learned divines ; 9. Taking compas
sion on orphans and giving them alms; and 10. Bestowing alms 
in charity. ' .

Nay, in certain traditional apd historical works it is stated that 
it was on the tenth day of the m nth Mohurrum that the following 
events took place : 1st. The first fall of rain; 2nd. Adam and Eve’s 
descent on earth, and the establishment of the propagation of the 
species ; 3rd. Divine-mission granted to the souls of ten thousand 
prophets; 4th the creation olUrxh, the ninth heaven, or the empy
rean throne of the divine glory and majesty; 5th. Of Koorsee, the 
eighth, or crystalline heaven, supposed to be the judgment seat of 
God; 6 th. Bihist,* or the seven heavens; 7 th Dozukh, f  or hell;

•The Mohurnrniidans, exclusive of the eighth and ninth, which they do not term 
bihisht-, reckon seven heavens, via let Dar-ooUjullal (meantng the mansion of glory), 
composed of pearls.—-2nd. bar bos sulurn (the mansion of rest), of ruby and garnet,— 
3rd. Junnut Ool mawa (the garden of mirrors), .of yellow oewter,—4th Junnut qjI 
hnp'jld (the garden of eternity), of yellow coral,—5th, Junnut ool Nutsem (the garden 
of delights), of white diamond,—6th. Junnut ool Firdaog (the garden uf paradise), .f 
red gold,-—7th. Dor eoi narar (everlasting abode), of pure musk, 8i.fi, Jur,nut-oul.i<< uu 
[the garden of Eden (d) of red pearls.

t  Of bell, also seven, viz,—1st Juhunnum (meaning n deep pit), destined for Burn 
of the worshippers of the time God, as are guilty,—2nd. Lmm (a blazing flame), for the

(a) This ia the name of the terrestrial paradise, and probably refers to it, 
leaving seven heavens, as before noticed -
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fet?. fiowh, or the tablet on which tie .decrees of the ^
■ A':;Sw«^¥ed ; 9j;h. Qulmn, the pen'wherewith they are written Won.
| Tiqdtter, fate, or destiny; :11th. Hyat, or life; and 12tb. Mv/mat,
1 or death.

These did the Almighty in his infinite wisdom create.

Sot). 2, The cause of the martyrdom of their highnesses Eemdm 
ffmsun and Hosein (may Ood reward them!).

There are various versions of the history of the death of their 
highnesses Remain Hussun and Hoseiu (may (iod, &c. ) ; but all con
cur in one circumstance, viz. that it was occasioned by the inr.Ligation 
of Ayzee.d, who, wretched from all eternity, was the ring-leader. It 
was pre-ordained that he alone should be the author of their martijr* 
dom : how is it otherwise possible for one so be deprived of life 'by 
the mere enmity, tyranny, or command of another f But thus ii is, 
that whatever the eternal Moonshee (or Registrar) has recorded as a 
man's destiny, must unquestionably come to pass; as a proverb justly 
observes, “ diversified are the modes of dying, and equally so are the 
‘ f means of living’ :”  that is, though the hand of the Almighty does 
not appear visible in either, yet he is the author of both.

His highness Qosrnan (the peace! during his reign granted 
the government of Syria to his relative Maweea, and to bis sea, as 
successor.

.Now it so happened, that when Ayzced, the sen of Alawoea, 
succeeded to the monarchy of Syria, his highness Eem&m Hussun 
who was on the throne at the illustrious Mndeena-(Medina), having 
succeeded the four companions* to the kheelafut (or sovereignty) of 
Arabia,

Ayzeed’s subjects excited enmity between him and his highness 
Mu as i in, by representing the latter to him as a mere boy, the son of a 
fnqeer (religious mendicant), apoor miserable wretch and without any

Christians.—3rd. Huttnma (an intense fire), for the Jews.....tch. Sneer (* flaming
f i l e ) ,  tot the 8a.biHns.~5ih. Suqur (a scorching beat), for the Mtigi or tfubnrB (ox* 
fire worshippers).—,6th. Tuheem (u, huge hot fire), for the Pagans and idolaters.—  
7th. Raviem (a dark bottomless pit), for the hypocrites.

X may add here, that the Mohmnmtidans also consider the earth and sky to ho 
each divided into seven parts, t‘i*. The 1st. earth is composed of ashes; 2nd. of 
crystal j Srd.of gold; 4th. of pewter; 5th. of emerald ; 6th, of iron ; 7th. of Pearl.—  
1st, Firmament (Adam’s residence), composed of pare vix-gin silver; 2nd. (Enoch’s 

: ■ and John tbo Baptist’*), of gold ; 3rd. (Jiwoph’s), of pearls; 4th. (Jesus’s), of para
white gold j 5th. Aron's), of pare silver; 8th. (Moses’s), of ruby and garnet; 

j 7th. (Abraham’s), of crystal.
* Aooo Buknr, Ooraav, Oogman, and Ally.I'..., 1
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wmvmok' or Htsstrs Aim acsstw, [ca^TtV.

\1'\ c£jJP$tfai*y force j expressing their s>. uprise thal beyw'he was a feflrafcf j ' 
l^^?^jpp&roh, had an- inexhaustible treasury at his disposal, and aaOH^^ 

ousurmy at command, could- tor a moment submit to be ruled by it 
Medinito, :

_ 1 , Ayjseed [e-jpulhed,* or the polluted), thus worked upon, became
| highly elated with pride and demanded homage from Hussun, He

wrote to him thus: “ Home and fee subject to my sway, and I will, of 
“  p j  own accord, not only make you king ove Medina and Mecca,

I “  but will bestow on yon great possessions and wealth.”
■ Hnssrm replied, “  This is passing strange ! Pray, whose duty 
** is if' pay homage ? W hence did the Constitution of this suhiecfcio"
“  'and sovereignty -originate-? Taka a retrospective view.of it 'for a 

'' ‘ 'moment, and consider the subject with impartiall y. Do not pique 
“ yfeurself -thus on worldly wealth and possessions: to-morrow you

■ “ may have to answer for it unto God.v Ayeeed, on hearing this,
} became still more jealous.
\ After this, another affair took place..Ayasead was led to under-
i stand that Abdoolah Zoubayr, an inhabitant of Medina in his service, 
j. - had a most beautiful wife; and being himself a debauched and dins; - 

• pa fed character, contemplated, by some means or other, gaining pos- 
session Ot her.

i. )■''
On one occasion he addressed Zoo bay r, saying, “  yon are a Merli- 

"  uile, and 1 haveamongst.'iny relatives a virgin sister, a q uick, sensi- 
[ “ fele, and interesting damsel: if you choose, I will give bar to ; ,<i in
! “  mar-i’-ige. ' Poor Zoobayr, unaware of his stratagem, answered,

“  0  king of the whole earth ! i' do with slimy heart and soul consent.”
He then took Zoobayr to the pulaco and requested him to be seated.
After the expiration of an hour, he came out to him and said: “ The,

■ ,: “’ girl observes, that yon are already a'married -nai and unless you
“ divorce your present wife, she .will not agree to be yours." The 
moment fee heard this be gave his wife the tulaq-tt-mootuluqqa (p, Qh-.
96), Aysseed again retired, and after several hours had elapsed, lis
tened, aud said. “ The girl has oertainly consented to havo you, bn*
“  requests that-the amount of the marriage portion may bo first paid,
“  for until it be delivered into her hands she will on no account 
' ; consent to the union.”  Zoobavr said, “ I am a poor roan, and 
“  probably the dowry is something considerable; in which case,
“  whence can I procure it ?”  Then Ayeeed satisfied him by granting 
him the government of a distant province, and sect him thither, in 
the meantime he wrote off to his predecessor, apprising him of 
Zoobuyr’s appointment to succeed him, and directing him, by soffte 
means or other, to put him to death; which was accordingly done.

Then Aysmed despatched Moosa Dshuree as hia ambassador to

* This particular niokauuie they gave-Urn .on -Recount of its rhyming with hia 
name, a oour.moii pracjjipe in the jtrtst
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' ' wU , nfcL jblaia massage : “  Behold, yoov Ins bat >> haffufrj j
^  witlij U , ii . o cm, . ,,i;soor reason whatever, throng shear worldly 
rl,'o0fefct*‘V̂ c;Sas divorced you ; and, yoa p e , Clod lias consequently 

' nr n>'K,. rod it t . * <1 i) w, if you will consent to bo mine, you 
v f‘ '/ur.y to lire wUe A  .a k 'g.'v

Or ’.i. >,. . «. , . mr bn.sbo.de,: at Medina, his highness
s uiv, i obsst ’ ■ hut, i e ■ Ueot 1m came and whither he 
.vas'going'.' the -*u;bwBsad«.*r i■hod, ana sent by the byrian

' ;’ ’ .lorarctn t,; .r r  * • i ■;'/ ■-. v/ife, whose husband is divd,
■ “ with 8 mown* • • * • • s >>• •.tg<p.>'’. Uobsuu, on hearing llns,
i kid. f O .di' ‘ ?. m . n ubt not consent to Ayzoed’fc pro-
i ■' peso!.-, dm\t,r y<. i the same message in my name ;AJo.” . ■■'■■■.'' i 1
! Who)' the .«> ,»t s • J dated to Zoobayr's wfe all that 
j h'nl coor *i-! or f *i. i to do, and eulogized his wealth »nd

r ,nde v  she sahi, "  Well I what next ?” He continued, “ Bemam 
’ Hu n, Jm hU "  f  n.'i town, the son of Ailed and of (he 
• daughter e1' Mohumtmid (the blessing'! &0-), has also offered you 

i •■'* proposals J' She inquired, “  Any thing else?”  “ W hy/’ eays-he,
; •* if y.oil look after manliness or beauty, hern am I present.'‘ .• :

Thtjq she taking a peep at him from behind, the screen, and 
discovering him to be an old and infirm man, said : “  O Ushuree,
•'■you are old enough to be my father ; and as to your beauty, if.
“ oortei »ly cann'dt exceed mum. Hpapepfeng Ayzeed, who’can place 
‘ any confidence in his weai’.fi and possessions f which, ary. only of:

"  two days’ duration, aid may he compared to idip tauouU.lt. shade,
, "  which inclines to one side or the other, and never remains sta- 
1 * “  tiouarv. 1 - is preferable, therefore, to accept of Hussun, whose 

■'wealth will last to the day of judgment, and whose grandeur and 
"  signify arc in the very presence of the Deity.”

The ambassador informed Hussun of her having decided in his 
ihvour, adding, that he might now marry her, and bring her home*
Then TJsbureei'accompanying Hu&snn to her house, performed kite 
ceremony, and Hussun'brought her.home.

After that, Ushuree went and related minutely all the circum
stances which had occurred to Ay seed j who finding all bis well- 
(cuoeried schemes entirely frustrated, was highly indignant at 
Ushuree, and from that time became the mortal enemy of Hnasur

i To lengthen out this narratire w hi avail nothing; suffice itto say, 
that th vo u gh Ayzeed* s con tri ranee Hussun was made to d rink poisoned 
water, anrl became a martyr, Previous1 to this, it is said that.poiaohs,
Ac were administered to him in van ions wyfsafc different times . but 
these accounts hre so ebtotradrelory that [ hare omitted them. How*

* Amojkf Moosuliuhns the mmtiHKS tea are always solemnised at th® bnuse of 
ihs bride, even though her rank'bo much inferior to-that of the bridegroom,



It ( ^ v e r f  this one riroumstanco ia undoubtedly true,. that li 1
■ N Sfi>iO^Bd to' be poisoned by having poisoned water given him tyfl)j.k / 1 
'* 'Hnssun, as 1 have observed above, now beeante Ayzoed's irtc.!.

inveterate enemy, both in a religious and moral point of view. 
Ayzeed used to write to him hundreds of letters in the form of royal 
mandates. He likewise addressed deceitful letters to the inhabi
tants of Koofee (Quia), urging them, to contrive some means to 
entice Hubs an into their town and slay him, promising the situation 
o f !wuzeer (or minister) to the man who should kill him;

The Koofoenns were in the habit of continually writing to 
Hussun, sotting forth bitter complaints and accusations against 
Ayzeed’s bad conduct toward them, and stating their utter dislike 
to him and their having renounced his sw ayadding, that if his 
highness should come amongst them, they were prepared to join Mnij 
in battle again st Ayzeed. Hussun placing confidence in the friendly 
disposition expressed in their letters, took his departure for Koofee. 
When he did this, Ayzeed despatched his minister Mar*wan to 
Medina. On the road, about two or three inarches from Koofee, 
his highness Hussun, finding the climate of a, town called Mouse! 
highly salubrious, took up bis abode there, and resided in the house 
of another. The landlord of the house gave him poison along 
with his food , but it had no effect. He gave it a second time, 
mixed up with something else, and Hussun became very ill.

He then wrote off to Ayzeed, apprising him of his having- 
twice administered- poison to him, and that although not dead, he 
was seriously iii disposed .in consequence. Ayzeed wrote again, re
questing him to endeavour somehow-or other to put an end to 
Busaau’s life, and that he would reward him .with a wuze ••-ship. , 
This letter, by some means, fell into Hussum’s hand ; who, on its ! 
perusal, maintained a profound silence, and said nothing -bout i f , 
since it is unbecoming for, one while living in another man's house 
to hurt his feelings; but it appeared evident to Hussun that his 
residence there was no longer advisable.

One day an inhabitant of that town, pretending to be blind, 
and supporting himself by a spear inverted, the point of which he 
had previously poisoned, came to pay his respects to Hussun, and 

.addressed him thus : “ I am a blind man, and. am desirous of mb- 
“ bing. my eyes on your august feet; peradventnre, by so doing,
"  they may become whole.'1 So saying, he gradually approached 
Hussun, supported by the spear, and. struck his thigh with it. 
Hussun began to experience excruciating pain and torture, and the 
wound bled profusely. The people were about to slay the man, when j 
Hussun observed, “  Why so? .From the beginning it was ordained 
“  blood for bloods but, you see, I-am.'.still alive , therefore why kill 
“  the man without cause ? Hod himself will punish him, by making 
“  his pretended blindness real.”  In short, they applied ointments 
and pledgets to the wound, and it healed *, but not for-a consider
able time, in consequence-of its being a. poisoned oa$i
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Ci2mn-his h'ghness Hnssun, disgusted with the place, r e ta r n ^ ^ J  j  
where at that time was 'residing Murwan, Ay'aeedV 

fttimslSr) to whom, Ayzeed wrote, saying, . l< If you will any how pro- 
"cure the death of Hussun, you shall be exalted to highdignityv'

Murwaii sent for a woman named Joada, and,'handing her sotta 
virulent poison folded up in apiece of paper, said “ If you can throw 
u this into Hasson's guggleiy he, on drinking a mouthful or two of 

the Water, will instantly bring up his liver p iecem ealat the same 
time loading her with a variety of presents,, and further tempting 
her by fair promises of receiving greater afterwards,

That wretch of obscenity, through his contrivance and hep love 
of gold, repaired in the dead of the night to Hussun’s chamber, and 
there found a gugglet standing near the head of his bedstead, having 
its mouth covered With ft piece of white muslin : through tl: - she 
sil ted the poison whioh she had brought with her. Hussun being 
unwell, asked his sister Koolsoom for a draught of water during the 
night, and aha handed to him the gugglet. The instant ho 
-.wallowed a little of it lie began to eject pieces of his liver (or rather 
stomach;, and continued from time to time vomiting blood: be 
became extremely restless, and was affected with violent cramps in 
the liver * and a difficulty of breathing. Haying then called usd 
younger brother to him, he gave him numerous precepts and admo
nitions, and delivered his son Qasirn into his charge. The families 
and relatives of the Hoosueint made .» doleful. Wailing at the 
sad catastrophe of his highness Huasun (the peace and mercy of 
God he on him I) resigning his soul to God, Alas! das! what 
language can express, what tongue utter, the sum- of their lamen
tations ? (Couplet)

Pen ink and paper! vain the writer's art,
To tell a tale so piercing to the heart !J.

Murwan, on .'hearing this joyful intelligence, was highly 
delighted ; and giving Joada a hhillaut, and various other presents, 
sent her off to Syria. (A verse).

At hearing this sad tale of Hussun’s fate 
His friends roll’d in the dust and prostrate lay • ;

While his malignant foes, in guilt elate, j
To- Syria exulting took their way.

His highness Hussun was buried in the burying-groiind at 
Medina called Junnut-ool-Buqqeea.

* Properly stomach ■ ■■,:
1 TUe word Hooaneia inoltules both IJnasnn and Hoaein. 
t Kobjolned in a literal translation of the author’s dWu words. After Advert- 

,nfT the,incapacity of roftft's ability to describe the Ueutexiess of grief exhibited i
by tie  speco tors, he breaks forth thus to himself. "  Destroy the' pon, burn the 

• V,paper, throw avyay the ink, and he silent; for how is it possible, 0  Lulls.’ for 
paper to (joni.ain «o melancholy n narrative!" ■
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. f ‘'i-̂  . Then Hosein being left, alone,... became very pensive .;; am^felid
.V "-'Q/thon pro1 actor ! all are become the enemies of ray r o w f  

'th ith e r  shall I flee, or from whom seek protection but f'-om thee
Again Koofeeans apologised to Hosein for their conduct, and 

earnestly bespuglit forgiveness by • writing to him various letters 
containing declarations of their future fidelity, saying Vv'e, the 
"  undersigned, swear by God, that if you coine amongst ub this 
*' time, we shall ail join, and, fight to our last breath for our religion 
"•with-you against. Ayzeed.”  Hosein. placing Confidence in their 
loyalty and goodwill, despatched his uncle’s sou, his highness. 
Mooslim, to Koofee. Mooslim, on liis dopaiture, took his two 
motherless ohildren along with him. On his.highness Mooslini's 
arrival at Koofee, thirty thousand men came and paid him homage, 
and were day and night subject olid obedient to. him. His high
ness Mooslirn, delighted with the behaviour of the Koofeeans, wrote 
off to Hosein, informing him-that the Koofeeans were at present all 
of one mind, and were in his favour, and that, if he came there now, 
they might revenge themselves on the polluted Ayzeed. Hosein, 
with all his own and his brother’s household, set off for Koofee.

Ayzeed wrote off to the Koofeeans, saying, “  Behold, beware! 
“ If I find it true that any of you have paid homage to Mooslim, as 
“ it is reported some of yon have, I shall dismiss you and all your 
"household. from my service, and not permit you to reside at 
'■'Koofee.”

When his highness Mooslim ascertained from the Koofee an? the 
purport of.this epistle, he inquired of them what their intentions 
were ? They replied, “ My Lord, we a,re poor defenceless creatures,
"  and he is a mighty prince who thus commends and threatens m ,
“  Besides, he has despatched both horse and foot from Fvria 
“  urging his people somehow or other, by intimidating us With his 
"  vengeance, to alienate onr affections from yon towards himself, 
"and desiring them to make a martyr of yon at some fit opportu
nity.”  The Koofeeans further said to him, in a friendly way, that his 
residence among them was no longer advisable, Ik cause should, they 
publicly profess their attachment to him, the despicable Ayzeed 
would be highly enraged at them; arid to see him dishonoured 

S  would, agreeably to their religion, be their ruin;* since every Moo- 
sulman is obliged.to.fight in the defence of his religion.

His highness Mooslim concealed himself in the house of an 
honsst inhabitant of the town, named Hanee. The governor, Abdoolla, 
on hisarrival from Syria, hearing of the circumstances, said to Hanee,
" I  have been positively informed thutMoosliinisconoealed underyour 
"roof: therefore deliver him up immediately, or I shall cause-you to 
"b e  beheaded, and your house, and all your property to be burnt.” ■ 
Hanee replied, "  As long as I live -will 1 not betray him.” Then

* That in, they Would be obliged to ds>rV.;d his (the just) cause; au<l woftld alt iota ' 
their lire*.
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the goVeraor, burning with rage, at the Stead o l'ty g j£ _ j  
dssimxivfy directed slauee to be instantly, whipped to death, ana lie ,
forthwith attained the rank of a martyr.

Immediately after, Ilia highness Mooslini was likewise trails* ;
. hi tod by martyrdom.

The two orphans, six and seven years of age, wore taken am! con - 
lined in prison. The gaok-rwas a good man and a descendant of the 
prophet, and liberating t ins boys, advised them to make their escape. j
They went and hid fcbemseivesin the house of a. Qnzee named Bhus ra. i

A'hdoollah issued a proclamation through the town, directing '
the man who might have concealed Mooslim’s sons .to deliver them 
tip speedily, otherwise when he should get accurate information 
respecting”the erson thus guilty, he would make him suffer. The 
Qazee, Shurra, becoming alarmed, in the morning before daybreak 
said to his son, take these lads and let them join the hat wan '
(caravan) bound. for Medina, which is encamped in (he vicinity,. v /,
Then the Qazee?8 soil, agreeably to his father’s desire, said to the i 
children, "  Look, yonder goes'the qafeela {or body of travellers), 
ran unci accompany them,”*' The two boys, partly with good will, and 
partly with reluctance, ran crying. It being still somewhat dur • 
they lost the road, and seeing a date forest went into it. (Couplet).

While anxious hare I meditate.
There on me smiles impending fat'., >•

The boys went and hid themselves in the hollow of a date-tree, 
which was situated near a well, into which their shadow's fell. Haris’s' 
bond-woman, in the act o.f drawing water, discovering them by the 
reflection of their imago in the water, inquired who they were?:. They, 
through fear, began to cry. She asked, "A re ye Mooslim’s sons 
They,' on the bare mention of their fathers’ ,s name, cried still louder.
The slave-girl brought them home, and said to her mistress, “  t have 
"brou ghk M oosHui’s sons with me.”  That excel tent lady acted towards 
them > if,she had been their own mother. Embracing them, sho 
wept bitterly ; and haying washed their hands and feet, and given 
them food, to eat, she put them to sleep. Oh ! how woudovful are the 

, ways of Providence! Wliile|his good woman’s husband, Haris, is f ram 
morning till night in search of the lads to apprehend them, hero is sho 
at home nourishing them. In short, intbe evening Haris came home 
quite fatigued, and called out to his wife, “ Bring dinner quickly; for 
"  both I and my horse are completely exhausted to-day by a frnifeli • ••
"  search after Mooslim’s two sons, whom, if f  could but apprehend,!
“  might, by delivering them to Abdoollah, obtain a handsome reward 
“  .from Aysae'd.”  The wife said, “ What, art thoo deranged ?• Wh.-d 
“ cause have we to harbour any malice against the Prophet’s and 
“ Alloc s offspring and descendants ? What sort of a MooSuhuan art 
" tlm i.audit'.wfoadesfcthouthy croedmtheirmaternal gram!father’s 
“ ( VLohi'ianiud’.i) name! Be ashamed of. thyself. Thpusefeniestfcp;
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. f  '^a(s.p K-'iiob pains in obtainiug worldly richo.-,; what will si proilafecl:
\ ,, x^^rftor Thai wretch., after loading Lis wife with curses

-2. pre-abhes partook of liis muni without the least relish and went to bed,
The two lads sleeping in the next room dreamed that his 

highness the Prophet (the peace, &c,) inquired of Moosliia how it 
was that lie came and had left his two sons amongst his enemies Y 
To which ho replied, “  They will doubtless be here to-morrow,”
As the boys' owu lath r had appeared to than in their drear., they 
wore naturally crying while relating this to one another. Haris 
awoke at the noise, and inquired what children these’ were crying 
in the house ? So saying, he went .to them, and discovering them
“  to be Mooslim’s sons, exclaimed, Well done, you ‘ ...While 1 have 1
3i: boon fatiguing myself in searching after you all over tho jungle*.

, "  (or forests), here you are snugly asleep !”  Having tied the side- 
locks of the two boys together, he set off with them early in the 
morning. His bond-man, bond-woman, son and wife, all interceded 

1 in behalf of the lads as he started with them ; but lie, after wound
ing some, and killing others, proceeded on his journey.

On his way meeting with a river, lie made martyrs'of both 
and throwing their bodies into the water, carried their heads, and 
laying them before Abdoqllah, said, "  Through your goodness and 
“ bounty £ am in expectation of the promised reward.”  The mem
bers of the assembly, on seeing the heads of the poor orphans, all 

: wept bitterly at their having beer, put to death at so early an age.
Even Abdoollah could not help being grieved, and in a violent rage 
asked Haris how he dared murder these children, without orders ?
For his command was, that whoever apprehended the youths should, 
on bringing them to him, receive a reward. He further demanded 
of him where he had slain thorn ? On being told; in reply, “  Near the 
“  bank of such a river,”  he desired this tyrant and oppressor to be 

. forthwith carried thither and beheaded ; and directed the heads of 
the children to be thrown into the same.riv er, Accordingly they took 
Haris there, and despatched him to hell with'great torture and pain.
In the Rotozut-oos Shohuda, it is stated, that after the heads had been 
thrown into the river, the two headless corpses rose from the 'bottom 
to the surface, and having united with their respective heads, sunk 
again.

MeanwhileEem&m Hoseinarrived at Koofee; and on hearing of 
the martyrdom of Moo'slim and his sons, was extremely dejected. A 
few days after, two of the villainous Ayzecd’s wmeer# (ministers) 
arrived from Syria to meet Hosein, to wage war with him, and wrote 

v: to him to the following effect: "  Hosein, if your life be dear to you,
"come and pay homage to king Ay read; otherwise, you shall not 

depart hence alive.”  His highness Hosein felt greatly incensed at ■ 
this, and replied : “  Ye, of our race, accomplices of Ayzeed, have ye • 
“ no wisdom or discernment ? Do ye call yourselves Moosnlutatisand 
“  pious men ! Fray, whose, in truth, is, the KJiitnfyt (successorship 
“  of Mohnmimid) ? In whoso family did it originate ? Whose father
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vk^O&grandfat (tor osiablished the religion of Islam ? Whether is it ja ^ ll  i 
' unit bshonid pay obeisance to Ayzoed, or he to me ? Notwithstand- 

ing this, Ayzeed has, without cense, butchered my nearsfc relativ >..
“  my innocent -brothers. If he desire to mako juhad fee-mbnel-ill&h 
" (ov holy war) with me, I am ready to offer up toy head in the set"
”  vice o£ my God.”

Having transmitted HoseM’s letter to Syria, .they obtained the 
order for battle; which was'to. this effect.: that they should cut off 
Ilosem by any means in their power. In short, they ultimately fixed 
»n the expediency • of- going to war. Ayzeed’s army encamped near 
the banks of the river Foorat ( Euphrates), and Hosern’s on. the other 
side of an intervening jungle (or plain) 'called .Mareea It <‘s the same 
■bat is also denominated Dusht-bnlla Knrb-bnlla (vulgo Knrbnla).

On Hoseiu’s arrival at tho jangle, he addressed his people, saying,
Ye Islamites! as ye must now stand up to fight, if there be any 

“ among you who cherish regard for their -wives and: families, I do 
with my whole heart and soul grant them leave to return ; for ] see .

“ pi only, that this is the spot destined for my martyrdom. -id why 
“ should you. unnecessarily suffer trouble and distress ?” On hearing 
this, some took their departure for Medina, others for Mecca or- Cirfav

On that day- Hosein’s forces, including himself,-consisted of 
seventy-two men. Afterwards, however, a few of Ayzeed’s people: 
under Ooimir and Abdoollah, camo over to him: the first of whom 
was Hoor (e-Slmheed, ortho martyr)-. He joined his highness Eeniam 
llosein, and fought most bravely against the Ayzoed-coanS, killing 
many hundreds of them; Tho enemy’s forces amounted to thirty 
thousand men while on the.-other -side were only seventy-two,

A more minute detail of the circumstances of the war may' bo 
found in a Persian work entitled Itowzut-ooah Bhuhuda* of which 
♦here is both an enlarged and an abridged edition., in prose, by 
Moolla Hosei Kashufee, tho author of the Tufseer-e-lloeeinee, In 
Hindi o, the Rovimt-ool-Jthar and the Rowzt t-no.sk Shohnda, in 
verse, are well known.

Among the martyrs -the following are those who suffered and 
distinguished themselves most; viz. 1. Hoor (e-Shnheed, or the 
martyr) • 2. Abdoollahj 3. A own; 4. Huntulla; 5. HaykU; <>. Abbas 
(e-Ullumdar, or the standard hearer) j 7. Akbur; 3. Qasim.

When each one’ s turn for attaining-the dignity of martyr had 
nmv. d, save that of Hosein, his highness Zein-ool-Abaydeoh, who 
was confined by a severe, lever, and much afflicted at seeing his father 

1 tho sole survivor, expressed, his wish to join the fight and encounter 
martyrdom. Hosoiri comforting and consoling him, said, " Long may 

’ “  you live and prosper, light of mine eyes ! By you will the Aliuigh- 
“  ty continue my progeny ; you shall not bo killed; therefore do m- ,

* Book (praises, &«.) of the martyrs,
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•  ̂ (^vvit/hout cause, go and harass yourself. Come, and I n iU im p ^ jb j 
.many hidden mysteries of godliness, as they he \ e boo a revo ifwl 

. “ to me by my father, paternal grandfather, and. brother, word for 
"word,* * * § in order that the right of succession may he known. In ail 
“  i ho oartii, oven to the end of the world.’'1

"'■■'id'" V-; y - - ■ ., ^■'' • A A. ; ;’a'
• Having therefore, according to .the established custom among 

Peers and Mooree^s, given Zoin-ool-Abaydet-n such. admonition ami 
advice, praise and blessing, us lio thought proper, he mounted Ids 
meed Zool-jnnna,t repaired to the field of battle, suid thus addressed 
the enemy : “ 0 ye tribe of the followers of the Faith! Be it known 
“ unto yon that I. am the grandson of the Prophet, and the son of 
■' All.ee, he, whose grandfather’s creed (There is no God but the oms 
“ true Cod, and Mohum-mud is his messenger !) ye repeat night and 
“  day, Behold, consider who it is of whom Molmuramd is the friend.;]; 
“ I f  ye have aiiy fear of God or his messenger before you ■ eyes, or 
“  expect this intercession of my grandfather at the day of judgment 
“ then fear and tremble. Ye have already exulted many of my 
"  relatives, friends, and.companions to the dignity of martyrs ! Ik*

it so I have only one request to make; and that is, allow me ami 
“ my household to quit Arabia and proceed to Ujjum§ (Persia). If 
“  not, for God’s sake give us a little water to drink. Hour cattle,
A elephants, horses, and camels have plenty to drink, but my family 
“  is exceedingly distressed and -drying out for water. Among what 
“  tribe do ye-find it thus? The children's throats are 'parched with 
“  thirst, and for want of water the milk is dried up in the mother’d 
“  breast.”

Many, on hearing Ilosem’s sweet voice and sound argument, 
were conlounded and withdrew from his presence. Immediately 
the tnhhul (or drum) of peace sounded.

Hosein, from concomitant circumstances, was led to conceive 
the probability of .the-Almighty having softened the hearts of his 
enemies; and wishing to see the result, whether it would prove 
a message of peace or otherwise, returned to his tent. Here, amongst 
his family, nothing was to be heard but lamentable calls of “ Thirst! 

thirst i”
The author would observe, that however great- the discrepancy' 

in the details of the events here narrated, one thing is certain, that 
they suffered dreadful distress from the want of water, even to such, 
a degree as none of Adam born ever before endured.

* In the original, “  hand in hand, from ear to oar rii expression in use, from 
the oironuistiuioe of the two perrons'holding each other’s huudn, while thb s®£*ret I* • 
whispered into the ear,

t  Meaning a winged wolf.
$ They call Molmmmnd the friend of God,
§ i.e. Any country not Arabian.
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martsboom of m&am

\’ -_ oxtday-the tribind (or alarm) of war heat again, l io s ^ ii  J
'''thmi strictly enjoined Ids family, on uo account to make auy noise 

o- clamour after In's martyrdom, by heating upon fclieir breasts, or 
: crying and bewailing with dishevelled hair ; observing, that such, 
customs and usages only became the ignorant j but to be sorrowful 
:uul bear it with quietness and patience : for that such was the 
conduct that God and his messenger delighted in,

After- giving them further admonition, his highness Hosem 
displayed groat intrepidity ami bravery, driving the enemy twice 
hack as i.ar as the Euphrates. On one--*f these occasions he was 
piovouted.from quenching his thirst through the artifices of the 
enemy; on the other he avoided it, by bringing to his recollection 
tho deplorable situation of his family,^ H is highness Hosein being 
-Jaiiifc .from tho loss of blood, dismounted and let his charger, loose 
“ on the road to God.”  j Then Oomur and Abdoollah Zeead aid 
to their horsemen and fwotmen, “ Now is the time, while Hosein is 
” sitting exhausted : whoever brings his head shall be handsomely 
“ rewarded by Ayzeed.”

It is stated in the Kuna ool gurraeb, by Abil Hoonnooq, that the 
moment his highness Hosein dismounted from his- horse, a main 
appeared to lum having a human countenance, but the arms, legs?, 
find body of a horse. The figure, after making its obeisance,- thus 
ado cessed Hosein : “  If you will allow me, I shall instantly vanquish 
“ all your foes.”  Hosein inquired, “ Who art thou, that at this 

season of distress hast in pity come to my succour ?”  Me replied,
‘•I am Jaffnr the sou of Tyar, king of the Fairies, I am under in- 

finite obligations to you ; for your father rendered mine an essen- 
tialservice at the-battle of Heer-ool-ulluin, When, the whole race 

“  ©f Genii were over-ruled and made Moosulinans, he appointed my 
“  father king over them.”  Hosein observed, “  Thou wilt be invisible 

i- vs them, though they bo visible to thee : such treacherous war- 
.taro is not pleasing unto God, nor will I sanction it.”  Jaffur 

entreated Mir. a second time, saying, “ I beseech you, .Hosein, for 
“ your own sake, to allow me for a couple of ghvrreest to . ssue , % 

Jiunuin for in and stand up in thy defence.”  Hosein again replied 
with his blessed tongue, What use is there now in lighting l i  
“ a®-, only a momentary sojourner, in this transitory world (Jit. a 
“ guest of one breath): my relatives and companions are all gone,
•• an'i  Whitt -will it profit me to remain behind ? I long for nothing 

now, save my martyrdom; therefore depart thou, and may the 
Lord recompense and bless thee.”  Jaffur then departed, much 

grieved, and weeping,

.* % anin^  why should he indulge himself with a draught of water when bia 
poor family were dying of thirst ? '

t 'that is, in pity, that the poor animal might not also be glair
t Two and a-balf ghwree) aio equal.to about (me hour.



each of Ayzeod’a party approached Hosein to eur d&UaJ 
-< ) ead, they.shrunk back at the very tip}.!, oJ lum ; 'or -who would,

without cause, willingly bring upon his head* the blood of Bosein ?
At last came Seenan the son of lArwa, 'together with Sl.oomur- 

Zil-Jowshun, who had previously offered astipulation to Demur nod 
Abdoollah, that they would, bring them Hosein’ s head, provided 
those would promise to recommend that each should receive a jageev 
as his reward. The point rested with them ; they both consented; 
Seenan stood behind Hosekt, while Shoomur with a veil over his face 
stood before him. Hoseiri-addressed the latter, saying, “ What i'
“ thy name ? Take off thy veil.''’ When he uncovered his face, be- . 
hold, ho had a couple of boar’s tusks, and on bis chest was a black 
mark. This, however, is not a well-attested fact, both signs being 
doubtful. Hosoiti said to.him, !f Wait a moment: this is IVid'ay 
“ (the M oh u tn m u d an sabbath),-the tenth day of the month. Mohutyim, 
“ .and. it is- the season for the zohur (or afternoon) prayer; grant me 
' a reprieve while I offer up two fnrz-ivleiit prayers.”  Shoomur 

slept to one side, end after the first sijdn (prostration), as ho wm 
m the aet'of making, the second, Shoormu- severed, his blessed head 
from his body. Alas ! alns ! a:ud Woe’s me a hundred timer! for 
it was an awful catastrophe which no man can describe.

After Hosein’a martyrdom, Oomur and Abdoollah had all their 
own dead collected; and having had the mimaz-e-j unuzu (or h serai 
service) read over them, caused them to bo buried.

On the third day, having mounted HoseirTs family on camels, 
and distributed all the heads of the martyrs, including that of 
Kosein (the mercy and peace, &c.) among part of the soldiery, horse 
and foot, to each a few enclosed in bo tes, and delivered Bosom's 
to the particular charge 'of an officer named JK-hoofee, a relation of 
Shoomur, he directed them -to be conveyed to Ayzeed in Syria. 
On passing through each town, the head, of Hos-ein was displayed 
on the point of a lance. (Vide p. 11.8),

As Hosein’s holy family were about to proceed to Syria, 'ho 
soldiers corn! n cfced them along the road over the field of U ood whew 1 b e 
headless bodies of their relatives still lay. Shuhur-'Muo, the wife of 
his highness Honiara Hosoin . and Zynub and Koolsoom his two sister s, 
perceiving the corpses of the martyrs, began to shriek and bewail, 
beating their breasts, and crying, “  Oh grandfather ! oh Ahmud't 
“  Vender lies Hosoin, thy daughter’ s son, whose neck 1 wa-i the spot 
«  where thou was wont to kiss: and lo, now it bears the mark of tho 
“  bloody weapon (thedagger) , andthesnareof thy family and honira-

■* hit. “  Upon bis neck.” 
f  A iinine oJ Mohnmnvnd.
j .Literally, “ whose tbronfc was thy Usu-gahpoiM.p$ meaning, on whose nock . 

he used to hang in kissing (him).
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■ ‘d&id* mi&w without lionise oi home, deserted and forlorn.”  Thus I , ; 
\ fcrcd.< > Vaud h.» ientitig, they were'led captive to Syria. In witness*  ̂

'Ittg'liow deeply Zynnb and Koolaoom were affected and agitated,
■ not only their friends, but even'their enemies shed tears.

At every stage on the road some miracle or other used to. bo 
manifested Irom Hosei'n’s head. It is stated by Eernan Ismaeel, on 
the authority of A foil lloonnooq, that on the arrival of the heads in 
the city of Mousel, they were all, including B.osein’s, deposited in a 
Temple, and locked up during the night. One of the mounted senti
nels, 'a tin dead of the night observed, through an orifice) in one of 
the doors, the figure, of. a man with a white beard and of immense 
stature,, who took Hosein’s head out of the box, and kissed and wopt 
over it. By and by a whole assembly of ancestors arrived, and in 
like .manner kissed and wept over it. .Conceiving that these people 
might probably walk off with the head, ho instantly unlocked, the 
•door nud went in; when some .one gave him a violent slap on the face, 
and intei f,-opted him by saying, “ The prophets are come hither on 
“  a morning visit to the head of the deceased. Whither art 13mu 
“ venturing thus disrespectfully’?”  The slap loft a black mark on 
liis, cheek. In the morning, he related the circumstance to the 
commanding officer, and showed him his cheek.

On theheadsbeingbrought to Aysseed, they first brought HoseiiTs 
and displaying it to the grandees, observed, “ Behold, ye nobles of 
“ Sy ria, the head of him whose object was the destruction of the race | 
"of Abeo Soofee'an andOomeea,*and whose ambition was to become 
“ the Jihuleefa (caliph) of Arabia and Ujjum (Persia). God has 
“  punished him according to his deserts, without permitting him to 
“  execute his project.”  This speech was considered highly improper 
by Zoiri ool Ahaydeen, who said, “  Ye Ayaeedeeans, avaricious 
“ noblemen, residents of Syria! Do you read the creed of Abee Soo- 
“  feean, or of in/ grandfather Hose in ? Keep the fear of God before 
“ your eyes.”  Aysseed, in a rage, ordered the boy to be beheaded; 
observing, that ho was extremely impertinent. Many, petitioned and 
interceded on his.behalf, saying, “ He is yet a lad, and the death .of 
“ his father is still fresh in his memory ; and, besides, ho is an 
"orphan.”  Ayzeed then desired Zein ool Ahaydeen to state without 
rosanflie what his wishes were? he replied, “  three things, viz. 1st.
“ Deliver iip to me my father's executioner; 2ndly. Despatch me, 
“ giving- me the heads and families, to Medina; Srdly. To-morrow 
“  being .Friday, let me read the khootha (sermon or service).”

Ayz eed consented to bis requests, but privately dakired his own 
Syrian Ichuteeb (priest) to read the khootha, and to offer tip praises 
arid qnlfbgiu ms in the names of the descendants of Abee FSoofoean and 
Oomeea. A ecordingly, on Friday the Syrian Ichuteeb read the khootha, 
su'd praised the 'race of Abee Soofeean and Oorneea, and spoke

—.......... - ... ........................................... .................... ...............—
* Ootacoa l -gut Abee soofeean, Aboo-soofeoah begat Mawoea, Maw-era begat 

: Ayapcd. ■' . r, v'
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■’ tempt of flic deaceucbnbt of the Prophet, tho ofbpri'^^tfm J
Al!ei=r; and of the paternal grandfather and gi andmoth-. of boll* 
i*e .Ueniams* Zein ool Abaydeen 'was much hurt M this; and 
observed, " I f  thou be a monarch, act not. contrary to tby pram. 
‘'I.-idsfc thou not assure me that I should read the hhoofba?

A11 present petitioned the king, saying, “  He is a Mediaito,
■" and one who is in bh© habit of performing the pilgrimage; t  w<s 
“  also are particularly desirous of putting the shill and -eloquence 
" of this boy to the test, and ascei! nniug their extent "  Then Zoin 
ool Abaydeen read the Miootha; and, after praising and eulogizing 
the descendants of the Prophet and of Ailee, the Almighty put 
words with such effect into his mouth, that, the devout Syrians on 
hearing them wept; -which Ayzeed observing, quickly' directed,
■the Mowazum to react the qamut, t lest symptoms of war should 
appear, for the hearts of the congregation had melted away,

After .prayers, all the heads, with expenses for the road, clothes,
&o. having been given to Zein ool Abaydeen, they were sent off to 
Medina. Some say that the executioner was also delivered up tip 1 
him, whileotherscontradict it. At all events, they were despatched ; 
forty days, after, they brought them back to Kurbulla, and buried 
the beads separately, each with its own body, and, departed to 
Medina. Here they wept over the t-.mbs of .Moh.ummud Moostuifa 
(the peace, &c.) and Hussun; and all Medina were subject to Zein 
ool Abaydeen,

Iloseirds martyrdom, happened in the forty-sixth year c.t tin: 
Hijree, now .1202years ago; since which,'the rejoicings at the eed 
(or festival), have been abolished, and mournings arid lamentations 
established in lieu thereof.

Sic. 3. The Ceremonies observed during the Ashobrd, or first ten 
days of the month Mohwrum.

The Mohnrrum § or Mohnmun festival, commences on the 
evening the new. moon becomes visible, which is called the first 
it’hun, or day of the-moon ; but tbs first day of the month Mohnrru m. 
is dated from the morning j| following.

* Hussar, and Hosein, >
t Those are generally vary elticjneut,
J Qam ut (or creed) ; meaning, to proceed with the service, \
§ This toast is in commemoration of the martyrdom cf Hussun and Herein : the 

lstlei cf "Horn was killed on the tenth day of the month after a desperate battle of 
twenty days j the former was poisned a short time before, as has hcen related in the- , 
■'receding section,

■ The Mohmumndans calonlat» their days from 6 a.h., to S p.m., nnd nif,hfc v-U r  
versa; and consider the night preceding tbs day, as the one belonging to it.
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v̂M’kr. M<>>>urruvi, including the ftsearul,* way bo said to fttSh 1 
< d ia r(‘ jwclffch of Lho nioni.li (i.e. the thirteenth K’htm) ; but 
IbrifeC+fcsell continues du.-ifig the first ton days of the mouth, which 
period is called Ashoorti,:

Houses are appropriated for the purpose, in which, they set 
up 'idhvm, iaboots, shah-nusheens, booraqa, & e.; and sometimes, ft';? 
the sake of ornament, they setup tuttmaws, (screens, wide page 121) 
around them, made of mica, &o. These 'places are called Ashoor~ 
Miana (ten-day-honse); Taeeea-hhana (the house of mourning) ; and 
Axtann (a threshold, or fuqeer’s residence). Strangers are not 
permitted do go near them, as the threshold is .required to be kept 
pure and undefiled for the purposes of reading the fateeh a and dutood.

Five or six days previous to- the Maimrrwm, they prepare t ic  
Axl-wr-khana, by plastering, white-washing, erecting a shed ; in 
f ront, Ac., arid wait in ex pectation of the new moon. The moment 
that, they see the Mohurrum new moon, they perform hodalee mama. 
That is, after having offered fateeha over some sugar in the name 
of th ii Boo me in, attended by music, at the spot where they intend 
•■digging the allavm, they strike -the' hoddlee (spade) two or threa. 
times into the earth,and two or three days af-tervrards dig the hole.

, In front of each ashoc f-khana is dug a circular pic, from one 
cubit and a half to eight cubits in diameter, and.the same in depth; 
occasionally, with a small wall round it. This is called an alluvia 
(bonfire). These are dug annually on the same spot. Commenc
ing from that day inclusive, they kindle fires in these pits, every 
evening during the festival; and the ignorant, old as well as young, 
amuse themselves in  fencing across them with sticks or swords ; 
or only in running and playing round them, calling out, Ya Allee / 
i a  Aike ! (Oh Allee ! Oh Allee !•); Shah Husmn ! Shah Husmm ! 
(rtobla liussmi ! noble ICnssun!) ; Shah Hosein! Shah liosein! 
(noble Hosein ! noble Hosein 1); Doolha l doolha! (bridegroom! 
bridegroom !) ; Ifaeedost! haee dost ! (alas, friend ! alas, friend.t); 
Riiheeo / Euheeo f (stay! stay !) every two of these words are re
peated probably a hundred times over, as load .as they can bawl out.

Of those who -have .vowed, some leap into the still-burning 
embers, .and - put again j others, leap through the flame, and -Some 
scatter about handfuls of fire.

Women likewise, without an ashoor-hhana, dig an allavm, and 
repeating muneea t beat upon their breasts ,

In general it is ,customary to play round the allow a at night: 
seldom in the day.

*  Or visiting ; the relative? of the deceased visit ing the grave on the third day 
of one’s dense. Vide Ooapfcei- xxxix.

f  A funeral eulogium, particularly one snog daring 'the mohu-rntm in com
memoration of the .descendants of Alien,

........
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•men, in suMifciou to the ahovG-mentionetl osciiirontirri^^ll 
jd, while violently heating- their breasts,* hundreds of fnm r- 
e following words': Haevhaeel (alas ! alas !)■; Shah juwan! 

Shah juwan .! (excellent youths ! excellent youths!). j Tevno ! tuenn ! 
(all three ! all three 1}; Luhoomiv.i ! Luhoomen ! (in .blood ! m 
Mood !) ; Doobay ! doobay ! (drowned t drowned !) ; Giray ! pirm/ ' 
(fallen! fallen,!); Mv.ray ! muray! (dead! (lend !); I’uray ! purity l 
(prostrate ! prostrate !) ; Ya Allen ! (Oh All ;e !)

Having called out Ya. Alien, (pronouncing it only once and 
very long,) as a sign of conclusion, and taking breath awhile, 
should they know any mmseee (dirge), or recollect a line or couplet 
•if one, they repeat it;, with mournful lamentations; and beat m g 
upon, their breasts, again reiterate the exclamations above mentioned,

Some women substitute in the place of an allavm, a layup 
placed ./on. a wooden mortar, or an inverted earthen pot, over which 
they make their lamentations.

On the first, third, or ."onvtb k'lmn, they deck out the ashoorb 
hanaf with carpets, ceilings, tapestry, transparencies, hanging lamps,

* Women who thna beat upon thoir breasts lire called Seena-;\i:inea (breast- 
beaters), a nd are all-of the Shaeah persuasion ; Soonnees consider it unlawful to do so.

y « 'i bn opulent people of Muspnlman society (partionbui, in upper Hiudoostan},. 
“.hare, instead,.of an ashoor-khana, what the/ eell an enm mbara, which is •» snored 
«• plane erected for the express purpose of commemorating Molmrnrm. The foamier 
“ not nnfreqnontly intends this also as the mausoleum for him self and family. It is 
«  a square building, generally erected with a cupola top, the dimensions guided by the 
«  circumstances of. dio founder. The floor is malted with date-loaf mats, in common 
«> use in India, on which is a Skutnmjm (ootton carpet), and over this a clean white 
“ onlioo covering, on.whioh the assembled party are seated, during the.several periods 
"o f  collecting together to remember their leaders. These meetings are termed mujlis,

“ The tazeea is placed against the wall on the side facing Mecca under a canopy 
«< i.f rich embroidery. A reading-desk or pulpit (mimbtir) is placed in a convenient 
“  situation for the reader to face Mecca, and his voice to be heard by the whole 
*ji assembly of people; it is constructed of silver, ivory, ebony,’Ao. to correspond 
« with the; ta/eea, it possible:, the steps are covered sometimes.with gold cloth, or 
:« broadcloth of black or green if a Sye&’n property, being, the. .colour worn by that 
“ race for mourning. The shape of a miyibvr is a flight of steps with a flat top,
■ without any railing or enclosed place ; i bo-reader, in his recitings, occasionally 

‘ sitting on the steps or standing, as-may be most convenient to himself;

“ On the walls Of the emambaw,. mirrors am! looking-glasses are ficed; In. nailable 
« situations, to give effect to the brilliant display of light from the magnificent; ohan- 
“ deliers suspended from the cupola and cornices. The nobles and the .wealthy are, 

excited, with a desire to emulate each other in the Splendour oi their display on these 
“ occasions. All the mirrors, glass lustres, chandeliers, Ac..are brought together to 
-■this place from their several stations in the mansion; and it is due to them, to 
"admit the effect to be often imposingly grand, and the blaze of light splendid,



. e.hwudoo, ii ôr-ifHEps, vw:-c:ind!es. benaom-pastile s t fflA L l
fora êrl of paper or tinsi'l, ostrich eggs, artificial flowora-d!*-.■*

paper, fountains, &c.
Tho ■;llumtf are also called slmdday , punjay, emamzaday,peera it, 

■■'ahibtt’ib, and mviamnin, ; and all such as come out previous to ■ lio 
tenth k’hun, sire farther termed w n w  (mounted.) uilunis, aim dm* 
tiugaished by having tv ) or three lemons suspended to them...

A vllum is a representation of a standard. Among ail roy.d 
forces* there are standards called mahee arid mooratib, 1/ahu (fish) 
derives its name from the circumstance of the figure of the head..o£ a 
fish, made of silver or gold, being fixed op. the top of a long pole, 
which is decorated with a task or moqeish doputta from top to bot
tom; and mooralip is any one. of the ullrnns (crests) similarly faltered 
to a bamboo, .and decorated..with task and bad la, moqeish and aurbv.jl, 
shawl, tafia, or white cloth. These, mounted on elephants, are 
ca< iie<l at the head of the regiment, and are meant for colours.

In like manner, at the Mohwrum they form ulhms intended to 
be far-similes of Hosein’s banner, and to these the people of Hindoo- 
stfih have given the names of particular martyrs Thus they have 
tho panja-e- Ihjdtir, alias Eyduree pnnja (ilydur’st palm is, of the 
hand); punja-e-moprtooza &llee (tho palm, ox list, of Alleo the 
ohosept); ? '.nja-sher-e-khoda (the palm of the lion of Godf); ’punja- 
p mii hvroot ajaeh (the palm of the displayer of wonders f) ; punja-e ■ 
iiumtiki! knosha (the, palm of the disperser of difficulties'!); Bodies lot 
ullnm, or ullum-e -BeebesFate,cm a (Lady Fatima’s standard)lloseinea 
vllum, or JZomnee-mrww (the Hoseineo standard or leader); nlium- 
< -Abbas or Abbai-r-ullmndo r (Abbas, the standard-bearer).; nllum- 
e- qasim, ullum-e-‘Allee-akbitr, and uU-uru-e-uegur, (these are likewise

“ On each side tho laneca, tiio whole length of the nail, banners are arranged, in 
groat Variety of colour and fabric j some of them are costly and splendid, I have 

' seen many constructed of the richest embroidery, on. silk grounds, of gold an t silver,
■- with massy gold fringes, cords, and tassels , the staff fa eased with gold or silver,
'• worked into figured of birds ami other animals in every variety j the top of which has a 
“ crest., fa some si spread‘hand; in others e sort of plum a, and not nnfrcqiioutly a -1 ,str«.
"  setnbUog a grenade, formed of the precious metals, and sot with stories of great,.value

“ On the base of tire tnaeeu, the several articles are placed conceived likely, to 
“ have been used by Hosein at. Knrbulla: a tin-ban of gold oi is w tissue, a,splendid 
“ sward end bolt, the handle and lnlt. sol wit h precious stones, a.shield, the Arabian 
f • bow unci arrow. War-lights, red and green, are also placed in great numbers about.
‘■ its base, in silver or gold candlesticks ; and censers of gold and silver, framing in* 
“ cense perpetually daring mohamm’. Many other minor tributes to the emems are 

■ “ discovered near the taxeea, as choice fruits and garlands of sweet-scented-. flowers,'
“ the offerings of ladies i.f the family wr̂ boiv- ’-olntive's frt’ feo ’ ’—Mrs, H. fi. Alt’s 
Ohs. on Mussulmans of India, vol, i. p. 38.

# i.e. Of Indian princes. t Different nsmes of Allee.

I :»OHOI(.KUK t-IV-HV-U,. ✓ '"V



MGHtfSkw >’ESTtVAl.—TEattlMS.

1 m ĵEetnariuzarhiy, (priest-born) j rHum-e-d/icizda jEfcm4»»fy&|J' 
pivfy fkinams, or chief priestf;) ; ullmv-e-Mtmdm stmin;  ciliWLj 
'i0': burzukhee or qoodruUeu 1.1 him zdolfuqqar (or Aouble*b)adod 

sword of Allee, originally MohummiuJ’s ; nal sahib.

These u lh t m s  are generally made of copper, brass, or steel, oc
casionally of gold or silver, ana even set with precious stones; and 
> al tsahib} besides, of paper or wood.

Those made of metal, whether hew ones, or old ones given to be 
cleaned and burnished, are brought in pomp and state on trays, 
accompanied with make,; iVora the goldsmith’s house to the ashoor- 
khiimSf in each of which, four, five, six, or seven are set up. They are 
listed on .sticks or staffs, which are occasionally of silver, though 
generally of wood, and decked ont in clothes,and on the first, fourth, 
or fifth evening of the moan, stuck up in boles made in the floor, or 
are fastened oil stools, and in front of them are placed lights, moorch- 
’h uls,  ̂wdsoz% toys, &c. ; and sometimes on one side is a representation 
of the foot of the messenger, called Quddum-e-russool (view page 152).
At the time of setting up the ulhtms, while burning incense, they offer 
fateoha in the name of the martyrs, over Sugar or shurbut, and then 
distribute them to both rich.and poor. In like manner, every evening 
they make fateeha and khutum-e-qormi§ and adorn the punjay with 
flowers. Fuqeers of various descriptions are in attendance. In the 
morning they only read the Qoran, and sit up all night reading the 
Eou’zut, oosh Shohuda (Book of Martyrs), or reciting mvrseea nowh 
(mournful dirges), and make 'lamentations, beating their breasts. 
Should Providence have blessed them with the means, then either in 
the morning or.in the evening, or at both periods, they have VMchree 
cooked without meat, and shurbut prepared j and having offered 
j  a Is "ha over these in the name of 'Eern&m Hoosneiii, they partake 
of these' themselves, as well as distribute them among the poor.

Eveiy mghkmurseeahhwanee (the recitation of funeral ealogi-ams) 
takes place in the ashbor-khana of. some .one or other. They train 
up for the purpose, boys possessingiriusicul voices, invite their friends, 
fuqeers, and uumerous spectators to hear them; and hold shub-baydaree 
(nocturnal vigils). The day is spent at each ashoor-khana in reading 
the Qoran. Prom the first to the. seventh h’hun, with the exceptiou

* ' These are in the shape of a long scarf of Usually white muslin, but sometimes 
4t of rich silk of bright florid colours, forming an agreeable variety, some being, bine,
*"• purple,, green, yellow, Ac. embroidered very deep at the ends, which are furnished 

with gold and silver bullion fringes. It is caught together near the middle and-tied 
v#* h rich gold aud silver cords and tassels to the top of the staff, just, under the head 

’“ fvf crest.— Mrs. Meer II. AH. These dresses of the XHluim are catted dhutfaea. 
f  Fans for driving away flies, 
j; Utensils for battling ovd a perfud0

| Khubm, a reading through of the -ht-ire Qoran., For the method of doing if, 
vide chap, xxxix.



\- st’Ove-mentionod fatucha-dmood, khufcm-e-Qoran. MurmbL 1
victuals, 'hnrbut, Ac. nothing takes place.* KjA^J

On the seventh k’hun  (and by the ignorant on the seventh day 
of Hie mouth), the uttufM-qa‘dm-«-ithuhead, distinguished by having 
a uttie silver or gold umbrella fixed on Ids head, makes his debut 
out of doors ip the afternoon, t He- is .borne by a man on horseback, 
accompanied with music, & c.; but; instead of the dancing-girls, who 
are present, singing".songs, they repeat murseea nadh .(funeral 
euloginma); and making lamentations, beating upon their breasts, 
proceed, to the places .desired. If they cannot afford a horse for the 
■ullum. a. to an on foot carries it, running every now and then, reeling 
to. and fro like ' a drunken man, pretending to be distracted with 
grief; while ninny run after him like h i  many madmen, all exclaiming 
n’ond dooh h ! doolnk / (/,«. bridegroom ! bridegroom !), on account 
of Qasim’s recent marriage before martyrdom.

Whon the uttum-e-qasim meets with any allmm-Qn the road,, 
he goes to their Mkow-khanas, and having made his obeisance to 
the iulhms there, and offered fctteelia over the smoke of Benjamin, 
takes liis leave.

After having thus gone round his visiting excursion, with, a 
mwrc/dhul waving over him andfrankincensebnruiug, lie is conveyed 
home to"his own ashoor-Jchana, where they lay him down on a stool. 
Cofisidering him just to have suffered martyrdom, they co ver him up 
w ith any description of cloth, and- treat him as a real corpse; ami as( 
on the death of any one, they are wont to strike their heads and teat 
the ir breasts, so, in like manner, they weep sometimes for the deceased 
and. lament bis loss. After having offered futeeha. over two or three 
earthen pole of xhnrbut, termed run ka shurbut (the war lemonade),, 
they distribute it among such attendants and spectators as partake 
Of Moosulraaa food and drink. They then go away, and the landlord" 
sets up the ullum again in its place.

*: %  Mrs. M. E. M 's  account, (vol. i. p. 57) it would appear that at hnoknow the 
bankers are taken oat of the anhoor-khanas or emambaras on the fifth doy, iuni 
i ohtoj ou in solemn procession to a particular durgah situated in the suburbs of i hat 
city, for the purpose of being consecrated, which is "done by touching with" them the 
original ciost of Hosoio’s banner, deposited-there. The order of procession oi ., eof 
the Vllum s, and that of a rich man, she describes with great minuteness aud accuracy ; 
justly adding, that some,are more splendid than others, and that the > ,iy poor 
people parade their banners with perhaps no other accompaniment than a single drum 
and fife, and fci-.e owner supporting his own banner.

t  “  This night is called the night of U a y n M ta  in some parts of the country, where 
they have a public display, intending to represent the marriage ceremony, so sailed.

“ for Q asor, who was married "to the favourite daughter of Hosoio on the morning of 
"  •’be celebrated battle. On this night they have the same showy parade which distiu- 
“ gaishss the M aynhdei: precession of a real wedding ceremony.” Mrs. M, H, All, voi.

’ ■ i. p. 74, ■ '
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MOatraBTTM f-ESTlVAL-— NAfcSAfll:-: 'fV'BWsj XV.

■■$L Qi» th# seventh Khun, in the fori -noon or afternoon, ti. :>y
" tu t Olioneestft (spear) on ilsperegfiniumh. Th'ewef.m. is a mace ortyWk^ 

which th y dn up » ith cldwies, leaving to hmday* waving in Use 
air, and fix a limo oa jlie top of i(, emblematic of Hc-sein's head, 
which was thus carried by Ayzeed’sorder through different cities on 
the point of a javelin (vide p. 110). Some sub.btmeathin bamboo for 
the spear, on which they wind a tttrbar. cloth, and near the top of it, 
below tiro lime, fasten a split bamboo bow across, to the two ex trend
s.iob of which they sometimes suspend a couple of swords ; and above 
the bow they generally wind, for the sake of ornament-, red and 
white, or black apd white cloth, in a spiral form. Accompanied with 
music, fuqeers, &c. they walk about with it from house to house, 
begging. The people of the house "first throw one or two pots'of 
'Witter on the ncc/.chbearer’s feet, and then make him a prescot of a 
rupee, faaatn, or pjee, ora little'grain. The moojaivir (attendant of 
tlieushoor-ltnana) with his .own hands takes some eebodeo, or the ashes 
of the ood-clan, and gives it to him: he receives it with great devotion, 
and applies it to hi* own eyes.as well as to those of his children..; nd 
sometimes even eats a little,, and makes them eat of it. After that 
they bring it home pud's lick it o» in front of the afthoor-khww; and 
when the taboots and ullums are. taken out, the neeze is carried in 

•front of them. Tinge is: one of these at each, ashm-kinma.
In the evening of that'day they take out the iJeebee ha ulttm, 

llotteineo ullum, nahsahib and', ioolfuqqar, accompanied with .un- 
beaux. as before, repeating mnrseea-no ih making lamentations 
after the same fashion as lias been detailod in the case of ullim 
e-qasvm,, but without the horse.

N.al-sahib '(vnlgo nabob.;, literally Mr, Horse-shoe) is rnacle of 
gold, silver, steel, copper, brass, ov other metals.; of, what is more 
'common,, of wood or paper,besmeared with -fundid, of a somewhat 
larger sisset than a common ..horse-shoe. Wit.h.'feMii (as an emblem 
of Hpsein’sswift horse), they runmostffiyiohsly, frequently upsetting . 
infirm men, womgn, and children to the infinite diversion of the "by
standers, who qpiz them, (the sufferers) into the bargain. Some;, 
-through ignorance, construct with cloth sonu 1 hingof a human shape, 
and substitute the shoe for its head. Many people take a long thin 
bamboo, like a fishing rod, wind round it any two kinds of paper, 
pasting them over its whole-length; and on the upper-end of it fix 'an 
qftob-geeree (parasol), consisting of a fan in the shape of apeepui-loaf, 
to v , o f f  the rays of the sun. The far, is made of coloured paper, 
fci / i I, or-mi oa, with a fringe all round, ‘prettily constructed with one 
or three moorch’ huls tied to the point of it ; and. they ins fete a ropei or 
two which reaches to the ground close to the qftab*ge,ere6. Besting 
the lowerend of the bamboo on the hmnmrbund, they support it with

* &huinlity, ihe worked or embroidered end of ,• fmrb&ft of lannnHirbuitS some
times tackofi into the folds am! w«i stitnea i«.-lt flying loose.

t Sometimes h fotji long.
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■ w {£w&«4,w!ol * they balance 't by; moans of the rape with tie other, ^ j 
" I', with 'Nal-nahdb'f- oayaleade. When it is too heavy tor 
lino, other two men assist him in balancing it, by means of two ropes 
acting like < stay of a ship’ s, mast. Whenever he halts, they, l- • wr. 
the vftuh-geerees and shake them over his. -head; and intheii engei- 
iii'ss I'mIi: sty they very often strike them against one smother, by 
which they are broken. Many do this, after their wishes Kyra 
(me i accomplished, to fulfil vows (vide Nuzur~o-vyaz, chap, xsvii) 
ivliiwl they mtty ha-, e made.

Sometimes a woman :uui fees a vow to Nal-nahib, suyu’ g,  ̂ Should 
• y through your favour,, be blessed witii offspring, i shall make it 
“ run with your equipage.”  Should it so happen that she afterward j 
bring.- forth a child, she. accordingly pnts.au uftab-geeree into its 
nand when it attains the seventh, or eigthy^-ar of its age, and causes 
it to run along with the ca valcade. TBS'rich make.their children 
inn only a short distance, and Ihc-u leb servants run So’ 1 uom 
whereas i he poor are wont to run themselves ■ and some with swords 
and shields, or only with sticks, run. round and round the procession.
A greater crowd accompanies it than any other.

In short, in .this way, on the evening of the eighth Ic’fnin, they 
take put the burzukhee alias qoodrutiet ulium ; and on the following 
night (ho (ninth) the Abbas ka mllunt and Uoseinee till uni.

The day for taking out. the various ulium n differs in a trifling 
d e g re e  in different countries. If two ullutnis on their mounted excur- 
,si.ms meet one another on the road,, they mutually embrace (or 
rather the men. cause them to touch), and having offered.fatmha, 
after burning incense.they pass on.

On the tenth k’hun all t'mullums n ml taboots (except the ulium-e- 
qasim) carried on men’s shoulders, attended by fuqeers of -very de
scription, perform • xhnb-gusht (nocturnal perambulation) in great 
pomp and state; the lower orders irftho evening, and the higher at 
liiidi.iclit. ,0a that night the streets are illuminated, and every kind 
of sport takes place. "Among others is an exhibition of the phantas
magoria .-r magic-lantern kiud. in wluoh theshftdows off iio figures fall 

, o c a  white cloth skreen, representing battles, &«., which attracts, 
crowds of people to the spot. In short, the whole town is awake that 
night, and presents one general scene' of noise, bustle, tumult and 
bon fusion.

The kiboat alias tazeea (or iffer) is a frame-work of bamboo hi 
tlie s h a p e  of a mausoleum, (intended to represent the one at the plain 
i , Karbulla erected over the remains-of Hosekr), made with a sort of 
net- work of pape ■ nicely clipped (sometimes with plates of mica on 

L the back), and pasted to.it. It is f urther ornumonted with different 
kinds of-coloured paper, formed n>to various devices, tinsel fringes,
&o . -with a dome, which is sometimes so contrived as to move round 

- at the slightest breath'of air. Wire u the whole is lighted up within 
and without, it lias a beautiful appearau.ee-. It is a square edifice, its. *



\“ \ . Jfp :̂yC'itrn'1’.V1‘ from two to fonrtco^ cubits, and the propovi ionsMils 
N -; i.-i half «s much again as that of one of its bides (vide P w - V
; "Wi thin it are placed ullums, or a couple of little artificial

tombs, intended to represent those of Hussun and Bosom. Some, 
instead of the' -net-work paper about the tahoot, construct it by ty ing 
lungraenn to one another, and. over the places where they touch, 
fasten various kinds of flowers made of white paper; and behind the, 
luiigrees they tie red (fowl'<oom-coloured) cloth, or paste red paper. 
When lighted r.p, it has a very pretty appearance. This is termed 
Luntjyi: eao-hi-fahoot.

Others again, instead of using the paper net -work:, make it of 
1 hovers and leave, formed of wax 'of various colours, so.admirably 
executed as to resemble natural roses "and tuberoses j * wh ich the 
people View with astonishment. When it is carried about on the 
.1 hub-ghuBt, night, they squirt water on if by means of syringes, to 
prevent its melting by the heat of the torches and him -lights. 
With the beanfcifid 'effect produced by the reflection of the torches 
arid, blue-lights, it is not unlike a ehumum (parterre) with flowery 
shrubs in full bloom. This is called mom h i  inboot (or wax tahoot).

Some construct.a tazeea, consisting of a representation of the 
Mndt’f.na nuqsha (Medina picture), which is a fac-simile of the 
Prophet’s mausoleum' there. This they ornament variously with 
gilding and enamelling, and so beautifully, that by candle-light it 
has a very splendid appearance. It is' so elegantly formed that 
the spectators never tire of viewing it.

The generality of people conceiving it to bean exact resemblance 
of the prophet’s tomb, proceed eagerly to the spottoobtain a glimpse 
of it. Instead of the net-work on the taboots, some people substitute 
cloth, and by dabbing it over with earth get sxmon (mustard-seed) 
to vegetate on it, which makes the 'tahoot look by candle-light as if 
it wore entirely formed of emerald. In the same way, they some
times construct and erect a camel, punjay, and ulbums wifch mirson, 
and some make au artificial chvmlaylee lea mmdwa, uncommonly 
Weil executed, in imitation of the ohimhaylee (jasmine) creeper on 
a mundwa (shed) ; and as they carry this about on the shuhadvi- 
day, people throw gujray on it as it passes along the streets.'!’

Some instead of a tahoot, erect a shnh-nusheen (royal seat, alias 
dad-muhal (palace of justice). This, like the tahoot, is constructed 
of bamboos, paper, tinsel, &e., and in shape somewhat resembling a 
palace. It is placed against the wall, and v,llama are set up therein.

*' Polyanthus tuberose,.—Lin,
f  In short, .the taseea is formed, ns Mrs. Veer observes,"of every variety of 

.'‘ 'materials, from the purest silver down to bamboo and paper. Some have them of 
“ Ivory, ebony, sandal-wood, cedar, &c.“  and she has seen some beautifully wrought in 
silver filigree. The handsomest, to her taste, is in the possession of his ilinjosly the 
kingof Oude, composed of green glass with brass mouldings, manufactured in Kaglm<’,

MOHlOiB'OM' . [• STAT^SY.



\I^ «̂5/acyme|iinie8 in etoh conifii’ a transparency in the form oP w il 
>, Mlm-alpi tie, whirled roun<1 with the least breath of air, arid hence Iwr 

■hamo, chirkhee fanoos (revolving shade) * These..shades are at 
times made apart and placed in front of the shah-mtshr'en. 'Some p 
also construct around the labooia and ullunts, or Set up separately 
in the nshoor-khanas, what they call kutfee<m,t made of ubruJc 
(mica) and mercury, winch glitter arid shine with great splendour 
by the reflection of the light. When blue-lights are burnt before 
them they present such ap elegant appearance that t baffles de
scription : it pan only be credited on ocular1 demonstration. Many 
hundreds of thousands of rupees are annually expended in the 
construction of these twtte- .- in the city of Hydrabad they are 
particularly in vogue. Some erect in the ashoor-kl'anmi artificial 
Mango, pine-apple, custard-apple, arid other trees, so beautifully 
formed that they appear like real trees ladon with blossoms and 
fruits; and on these they have likewise representations of different 
species of birds and squirrels, in the act of eating the fruits. Crowds 
of people assemble to see them, and view them with astonishment; 
for they resemble real trees, birds, and animals, Sometimes they 
setup human figures of different kinds, of various odours and shapes.
Some, for .instance, are represented as in the not of praying,-or of 
g/hug through the different forms of sitting, standing, and p rostra- 
riou ; one, in the character of a sepoy, appears as sentinel, with his 
musket on his shoulder, walking up and down, keeping watch ; one 
sitting, moves his head backwards and forwards jJ another saluting, 
ie. making sulam). Near to these, again, they also, place artificial 
birds and animals ; such as buglay (paddy birds), myna (martins), 
parmpiets ; also snakes, ducks, cats, dogs, &o,; and, by some 
ingenious contrivance, an artificial dove cornea every now and then 
out of its cage, and after cooing awhile like a real dove, he walks 
into it again, £n some allaiuas;§ on a raised chu/mdra, they set 
up a large doll or female figure, made of oloth or wood, dressed up 
as a female, aud place a chuhkee (hand-mill) before her .- she taking 
hold of the handle of it with one hand, and putting wheat or rice 
into it with the other, goes through the operation of grinding. 4* 
the flour accumulates round the mill, the proprietor removes it.

Sometimes they take acucumher, a water-melon, or a green plan- |
tain, and having pierced it through near its centre with a couple of 
sharp knives, with their cutting edges inclined from one another, 
pointing upwards ami downwards, they suspend the one by its two 
ends to a beam or rafter, whilst they attach a stone weighing ten or

* Also termed fctliooH-e&heeaij a lantern which revolves by the smoke of the 
oaiii!! .: within, and has on the sides of it figures of various animals, 4o. Far these, 
see J'late I. fig. 2 and S.

f  Tufteetm. Frameworks containing square pieces of mica made into looking- 
glasses,

t  A® MoosuIroanS are wont to do in the nob of reading.
§ Athoor-hhanas, in oowrnon convene,fcion, are called altamtss because the 

latter are in front of them.

Q

# 4  MOHSSEHM FKSTIV‘ t^ ~ 6fttir-XOtH®E'S



■  \ MOHUBBtJM PK9T/VAI,— I»OOBA0,

x ’-firs (treaty ortwetfty-fonr pounds) to the other; an d 
nay eeeiu, the feuives do not divide-this very succulent vegetable.
On the night of the 7th of the month Mohurrwm, the loorag,xt iade 

of wood, about two or three feet high, ft beautifully painted a.nd deco
rated, with such neck, arm. nose, »nd ear-jewels and bead orna
ments as are usually worn by Moosnlmans, fe brought from the pair, 
tier’s house, accompanied by lighted torches, Mnrsem-noKh-v&citet--, 
Ac. to the anhoor-khnna., where it is placed before the ulhm.t facing 
forwards. This is intended to be a fac-simile of the boorrq. or 
horse,* which the Almighty sent from heaven by the angel Jibreel 
(Gabriel), to con vt y to him his highness Molmmmud Moostuffa (the 
peace, &e.) on a visit. The description of this animal is as follows:— 
Ha had tho head and face of a man ; .ears long ; forehead broad j und 
shining like the moon j. eyap black, like those of a deer, and brilliant 
as the stars ; neck and breast of a swan j loins of a.lion ; tail and 
two wings of a peacock; stature of a sooreea-gaee or of a mule ; 
*■ pi • ii of Imrq (lightning).: hence the derivation of its name, boordq.

Many of the Hindoos have such faith in these taboots, nllums, 
boordqs, &o. that they even erect them and likewise become fdqeers. 
And. if any fighting and bloodshed take place between the two 
on*feet during the Mohurrum, the Hindoos who have turned Mo- 
buminmlan faqeers take the part ot the Moosulmans and fight agai nst 
the people of their own caste ; nor do they, during that period, 
partake of any animal food that has not been regularly made' zubuh, 
or sacrificed according to the Mposttlhmn rites (vide mliih, Glossary),

During the thirteen days.of. the Mohurrum festival, Moos.ul- 
mans keep their dwellings and garments remarkably tfeat and 
clean, and their bodies pure and nudefiled. They even refrain ir«>m 
conjugal embraces , and what is also extraordinary, some from the 
first, others from the fourth, fifth, sixth, or seventh day of the moon 
till the ninth, prohibit themselves even the use of meat and fish, 
betel-leaf, and sleeping on a bed. Should they sloop on. a cot, it is 

'.turned topsy turvy : and. for this reason, that it would be disres
pectful in them to sleep on an elevation, when their Stemaiw '(priests) 
are standing on the ground. On the tenth some partake of these 
enjoyments; but'others abstain from the'tenth to. the thirteenth day-

From the fifth Vhwn, at every axhoor-khana, the nobility in front 
of their aewan-lchana.it, merchants at their gates, and shopkeepers 
before their shops, have abdar-khanas (places where Water is kept for

* Or an ass. according to some authorities. Mate I. fig, 4. 
f ’ .Is was the case at Ouddapah in 1821; when - owing; to the greatest feast of 

each of the two castes, Viz- the Mohurrum of the Mohumtnudans, and the Ihmerak 
or Ohurruclc Pooja of the Hindoos, occurring on the same day. neither would give 
way and many were killed. It may here be remarked, that agreeably to MoosbIikak 
custom, their feast can not be deferred ; whereas that of the Hindoos may, and they 
may be bribed to pest-pone tbeir'fl to a more oontauien't season
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V wit sly decorated with a cloth.: ceiling, and other o n W  I
K V jg f̂ctpl /contriranees. There they dispense milk, shurbut, ■ w aW ’A- '̂.' 

rudetrarid scented, to all the people; and at night have illumintv- 
tious, &c, at these places.

On the flits k'hun, almost all. people, men and women, old and 
young, put on a ay leu* or gujra, especially unmarried people, who are 
particularly fowl oi it: the married seldom wear them. Married 
women arv not allowed to show their faces to their husbands during 
the ten days of the first Mohurrumafter marriage, at which time they 
tiro kept apart from one another. 1 hey observe the same custom 
daring the tayra tayxer (first thirteen days of the month Su/ui ns 
also during the days of the bam vmfat, from the first until the oors +- 
day (in' the month Rubbee-oos-eanee) ;  for these days are esteemed 
evil, and no pleasure or enjoyment should take place during them.
The learned consider such tilings unlawful and never wear them.

It is undoubtedly, unlawful and contrary to the M oh um mu-dan 
law; bur so it is, that in Hindoostan they attend more to these cus- 
toms than to the••.(/«>•«) divine commands. I mean, such as applying 
uheer to the faces of chi Idreu, putting on them green dresses, such as 

jamas, ungurhhas, or koortrn, and wearing these themselves. The 
nobility, as well as the respectable among the middling classes of 
people, content themselves with merely tying a sylee or gujra round 
their wrist s.

Description of the Mohurrum Fuqeers.
Of these, there are many varieties, most of whom attire themselves 

in. their new garb on the-fifth k’hun; a few on the second; and sfcsl l 
fewer on the sixth or seventh. These I shall .separately notice ;; and

1 at. The Sylee wala (vulgo Stiltaylee wala), or those who wear 
a sylee (a necklace of coloured j: thread worn by fugeers) .

Attarau (perfumers)- and puhoay' (makers of fringe and tape) 
Manufacture for the occasion red and green syLs, alias antee (a nook, 
lace of a skein of thread), as well as bracelets, termed soomunm and 
gujra, beautifully ornamented with gold and silver thread, which are 
pu rchased; but previous to putting them on, t hey place together with 
them on a tray, some sweetmeat, and maywa (vie. ehoorway, sugar, 
mdphootanay), and a cimragee; and having offered fateeha over them,

* Sylee ia emblematic of fcbe dress of the real IJanvea-fv.qeeyB who are said to have 
tamed fuqeers through grief for Hussmi and Hosoiu. They have it made of hairs 

j whereas, on this occasion, it is mode of thread, green or red, the former to represent 
the green colour of Hnssuii’s body, rendered so, soon after hie death, fey the effects 

i of the poison ; the latter the blood with which Mosein’s body wr.s imbued when slain 
: in the held of battle.
; f  Vide Oort, Glossary.
I % Sylees of flowers are- worn cm other occasion*,
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,v5tt?ey 3i rst pnt a small «n, « around the ghutMay’s neck, and hib|J[..J
■':■■;.■#$$&:: there-or after going home, wear them round their necks and 

Unite. I f  tiiegujra be worn only ou one hand, it is invaria bly on the 
right: the soomurun-is always on the right only. Their dress is the 
usual one. The moefamr after the fateeha helps himself to the 
dvurvixa and some of the fruits, and returns the rest.

In addition to the above, some old and young people tie a piece 
'of green cloth on both the upper arms.

Some of these fuqeers apply ubeet* to their faces; and holding on 
'eodbuttee (benjamin pastile). lighted in their hands, gooutabeggusg.

2, JBamwa {prop, hev mwa, i.e. ind gent,) fuqeerau. They 
are distinguished by the following dress. They wear on the head a 
topes (fuqeer’s tajnv cap), a tyU», a shawl or a gold mwiduel; on the 
•neck, a-fcit/nee or an alfa, red, greeu, or white, and a,, tyke, tusbeeh 
(see Glossary), and fsunthayon the wrists, a soomwun or gujra ; round, 
the waist, a lacing, dhotee, or hnggote; and round the right ankle, a 
did or i silver torn or nothing at all. They apply ubeer to the face, 
and carry in the hand a fan or eh’hurreit (a switch), a sword, or sang 
(a javelin wholly composed -of iron).

'I'he fuqeers of this class have a distinctgurok (band) among them •
»elres, with different ranks and denominations,thus: 1, a morehud or 
sitr-guroh (chief of the troop), whom they all agree to obey. Under 
him there is, 2, a khuleefa, who stands in the 'same relation to him as 
a minister to a king j 3, a b’hundaree shah, a house-steward who has •' 
charge of the storehouse, or distributer; 4, an iznee shah, to call and 
assemble the people and convey orders (an aide-de-camp ?) ; 5, an 
adalut shah, to direct the order of movements j 6, a hotwal, to keep 
order and discipline j 7, a dost, the friend ; 8, an al hobkmred/illah 
(literally, God is the judge); 9, an al-timr-e-lillnh, commander j 10, 
a nuqeeo-ool-foqvih whose business it is to proceed, in front of the 
troop, and proa-aim the praises and attributes of the Deity, as an 
injunction to the other fuqeers.

On arriving at an mhoor-hhana, the troop o f fuqeers, drawing 
themselves up iu two or three lines in front of it, the dost calls,out his 
own name **d o s t the Jeotwal answers “ hur’ chay-ruM~ya*oit ” *'l'h6n 
the uldwohn-e-litlahf from the right flank calls out his own name 
twice, and from the left al-umr-e-lillah re-echoes his name twice. 
After, the adalut shah repeats the fateeha hay durja% alone with a loud 
voice, and at the conclusion calls out the word “  fateeha',”  when all 
the fuqeers repoatthe soora-ealhumd § once, and the qool-hoo-altah\l

* “ What pleases Him,”  i.e. the Almighty,
f  Which, like Al-nmr.e-liliah, signifies, "  the command is -from God.’’
t  Or introductory part of the fateeha.
| Chap. i. Qorun. | Chap, c s ii , $>f#«



• ttigj% fcin»«8. and read the durood, and fini-sh by drawing their han^jwI
\ % fm V fe '« e s -  Then t,,e adalv,t *lah (lawS'ver) »P ratet̂fefeisiSleta which have reference to'the excellence of uis.own

sion—the law. and then bawls oat the following eirclamations:" M
nam-e-hydnree when the rest resound “  Ya-hoo l” t  Again, the 
f ormer calls out “  ek mra-e-punjutun !>>J they all exclaim “  ttfffif •,
“  ek nam-e-ehar-yar-e-basuffti /” § the reifc call < ut <f ya-hoo. ,■
“  nara-e-nkuheedan-duaht-e-kurbulla !” \\ they reply " ya-hoo ! Alter 
that the adalutehah, having repeated the follo wing -hemistich, remains 
silent, viz. “  ya hoo ya mun hoc la-il-la-ha il-lul-la-ko : ,J“[^the hand 
of fnqeere reply, ** with do-hoo la shureeltu hi hoo oush-oMd-do-'Un na 
£,; Arohum’mudoonubdn-hoooomdu-hoo1 o rwsool-bt*ho<>.}>** i  hen̂ t-ho 
ado,hit shah repeats this line, “ arzbodarum nay khdkaytm qudum. , j 
The band answer, '*fdo-tee-a-ay, chusm-e-sdmm, dum-hu-dwr.. %%

As they proceed, the nuqeeb oolfoqra calls out " hosh hurdum; 
f* nutur bur qudum; suffur dur wutun ;  khilwut dur anyomun. Bu- 
* ■' f ’izul-6 punjutun. Ya alien mudud."§§

If this band oifupers sit at any ashoor-khana, the proprietor of it 
it vda them with a hooqqa, tnmbakoo (tobacco), shurhut, cloves, and 
cardamoms ; and if he can afford it, entertains them with k hichree.

Those dus-maxee, or ten-moirth-/«3,eer.s (so called because for ten 
days) -speak.and converse in the same style as the real fuqeers or de
volves, who are termed bara-masse, or twelve-month-/«g'eers, because 
they continue so from one end of the year to the other. Among thein* 
selves they call one another by the name of “  eea hadee a Halt; ’ “ eea 
“  moorshudallah,”  “  eeahoseinj “ eea e e m a m and if they cull one, or 
addresshim, they say, “ bawa. !”  or “ data / ’ ’ or “  dooneeadar ! ”  “  What!

* A h exclamation to .Hydttr, f  G He ! (i.e. (Sod.)
J A call to the five, i.e. Mohnmmttd, AHee, Fateema, Hnssnti, and Hoseht.
§ A call to the four virtuous friends, viz. A'.joo Bukur, Oomur, OoenMMi, and Alloa.
|j An exclamation to the martyrs of the plain of Knrbnlla. 
i  “ O God, thou art the only ti ne God, and there is none else.’'
•* !l He is One and there is not another with him, and I give true witness that 

“  the man Mohmnmud is his faithful servant sent by him.” 
f t  Grant me the dust, beneath that foot which lias. 
t i  As a co'iyrinm to adorn mine eyes-
§§ Literally 41 guard your breath j” <.*. have always God’s name on yarn llpe.

“ Keep your -eyes onyonrfeatj” i.e, whilst walking, constantly repeat the hilma. (a)
“  Travel sitting at homo (” i.e. let yotir mind contemplate God and his works. “ In

. *  asaemWiea converse with your b e lo v e d i.e. in ail pianos, ovon in a crowd, have 
sweet communion with God. .By the grnco of the Purijntnu. O Alice 1 Assist.”

(#1 This consists in four words -which the pious invariably repeat over and over 
Vrhen walking, and revolve in their minds one word at every step they take, Tht} 
words are, 1st. £  aft, 2nd. U-luh-haJi, 3rd. ll-lay, 4th. haft,

VOJC, iiOHITitRUM ftRi^KRS.



 ̂ C^vj-H-yoa not give the fngicn some Luwra-kowree* (inouoy)
|  ̂ rlia^e f.oonhi>ol (arsenic—their food)?” Ftiqeere technically deuomi-
: ' uaie rupees iotara-teovrer. It: any one does nob give them something,
| they repeat the following couplet :
; Data thay so mur gy-ay,ruh~gy-ay mu'kk’hee ohoos
| Dayna-layha hooch nu lieen, lurnay ko wrmjood.
i The gen’rous all are dead and gone,

And niggard churls remain alone ;
Of charity we hear no more,

; But straggling each to swell bis store.t
i When they are about to depart from any place, the nuqueeb-

dol-foqra repeats the following couplet •
tfyur-gaytee, mr-a-mr, bad gee-md,

| Ohurag-e-M'ooqbill<m hurgiz nnmeerud.
j Were this vast universe ono blast of rushing air,
l The lamp of God’s elect would burn undying there.J
i wad after, calls out “  shahir ho shuhur, itioonkir ko “  tukkur.*'§.

Then the band reply, "  rah e-mowla (hen~e-pygumbur.” \\-
Thesofaqeers go about repeating and acting as above described,
8. Mujnoon^ The dress is as follows ion the head, a fool’s-cap, 

or a long sugar-loaf paper cap, having a quea behin d, made of slips of 
paper, trailing along the ground, beautifully ornamented with golel- 
k-> f, &e. Sometimes the cap is made with, panes of glass all round, in 
the form-of a lantern, having suspended on the outside of it shreds of 

!, .baygur (tinfoil) or tinsel, or white and red net-worked paper. They
' put a lighted wax-candle reside of it, and wearing it at night, walk
| about: it has a pretty appearance. Instead of a cap they aomfetinieis

wear a shawl or red doputia, or any other cloth; others again have ripe 
lemons threaded dangling all round the head. Round the neclc, a 

j red, yellow, black, or white doputta is twisted, and worn in the form
I of a budd’hee or heemaei, or a shawl or. handkerchief passed through

! * Koiora literally means a large shall ; kaviree a small one.
f  Literally,

“ The generous are all dead, misers are only left;
“ There is no giving or taking, but they are e’er ready to fight."

,t Lit, "  Were the whole universe filled with wind, it could not possibly oxtin- 
“ gnish the light («.«. the offspring) of the Elect.”

§ laterally, “ sugar to the believing {i,e, grateful wormiipper), and a thump to 
tho unbelieving 5” he. may the benevolent be rewarded, and those who deny tts be 

punished , or, blessings be to the charitable ajrid serges to those who refuse ns.
|| “ Waare on tho road to heaven, and our religion ie that of the Prophet.” 
f  Literally, "  Frantic,”  the name of a fampuf,foyer, whose mistress was iyla 

(p» 12?), the Abelard m i  iieloise t’f the Bast.
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V-iin||  ̂ yl,‘h'e body is beaniOKwd 'vith sundu>' or k’hurree (pipe-clayj^J[ j  
On qsa$b Art; two or three baud kerchiefs are tied, with their ends 
chngdifig, and sometimes a mzoo-bund over one of them. Round 
the waist is a goorgee (breeches) or loonggee. In their hands the/ 
carry a horla (prop, kora) cn.t-o-ona (thick) tail, a faf’ /iar or dagger, 
a sword, a bieh’hwd (sort of dagger), a maroo, or two antelope-horns 
joined at their base, a gang (a javelin all of iron), a qumchee (whip), , 
or a eh’hurree (switch). On the legs,is a g’hoongroo or g’hmtee.
Some also having fixed limes to the points of a couple of birh’hway 
fasten one on each arm. :

Thus equipped, they proceed to each anhoor-hhana and dance 
in a circle (which dance is termed ghoomna or whirl.ag), and keep 
step to the music of the duff. (Append. Mns. Instr.) The figure 
of the dance consists in four motions, to which they keep time by 
repeating the following words protracted in the utterance aim f
a l I r a  !  n l le e !  ”  b h n m ! ” *

4, Lyla, the wife of (the preceding) Mujnoon. Among the 
3 /nbioon set of fnqeers there is one to represent Lyla, whose dress 
is as-follows : He has the whole surface of his body, from head to 
foot, glued- over With cotton ; even the cloth which he wears in the 
form of a hmggote around his waist (the only dress he has) under
goes the same operation. In his hands he holds a cup, sometimes 
full of suiidul or si*urbut, or a, man’s skull-cup, a cocoa,nut shell, or 
»  turtle chipp'd (calipash) and a fan or paper nosegay. On the 
head he Wears a three-cornered paper cep.

5, B’hurruny. This man’s whole body is besmeared, with h i  
i/tujroo (red ochre! mixed with water. He ties a shawl, handkerchief, 
or .my coloured cloth on the head with a small flag fixed on the'top j 
and like the mujnoorxs he wears lieemaeh (shonldor-belts) of iicpattw.
On his loins or legs are g’hoong-roo, ghardeean, or rung and gnorgec 
(breeches), He girds, his loins well, and in dancing, kicks his 
posterioi’s with his heels, calling ont “ Alice ! Allee!:4Uee.' tang!"

6, Mullung. Their head-dross consists of a knob or knot on 
one side made with the hair or cloth, passed through, a ofi«&hwr,+ 
around which they twist reel thread, kinnaree,% or got’ha.§ On each 
wrist are two or four hurray (metallic bracelets jl). The edge of a 
handkereh ief (gooloobnnd) is passed under o ne arm and the two upper 
ends fastened over the opposite shoulder,and a n/iee, hmt’ha,m«la, 
and tutbeeh are put round the neck. A hmmrmrhlnd of any kind of

* If hum, or Bhoom, a corruption of r/’hoom (i.e. go round),
t  ChnM-tr a weapon (resembling a quoit, in size and shape), used principally by 

the seek* .(sikhs I consisting of an iron ring, which they throw with great dexterity.
They carry it about them on the head placed on the top of their turbans,

t  Kvtmam, brand gold or silver lac®,
l Qot’ha, narrow gold or silver laes.
|| Of iron, braes, or copper.
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|L\ .^ ^ «4 i -bncirol«8 the waist; a lungotu is passed round the loinjp ) I dJ
GUjlhfl right ankle is a dal or tor a.

These men likewise roam about, visit the wshoor-khana, and 
moving- their hards, rattle the karray; and so doing call on  
u Kiirk shah mudar !” * or “  K.urk hao!” t  Then oUe of the mul- 
l-mgs repeats the following couplet:

ITurchn duree. surfkoau dv/rrnh-e hoo,
Lun tumlodl"burn huta tunfugrw; ;

Let all your wealth to pious, works be given.
What’s sown in charity is reaped in Heaven. J

then all the rest sing out in reply, “ Kwh deen!” §
7. Anggayt’ hm shah (or king Chafing-dish). His garb is as 

follows, viz, : the head hare, or a sylee wound round it; a lunggoitis 
round the loins, and an iron chain 'for a waist-belt. The body >3 
rubbed over with k’hurree (pipe-clay) or bhuhhoot (cow-dung ashes,! ; 
and he carries iu one hand a dustpunna (or pair of tongs).

He walks about with an anggaytheo or chafing-dish; i.e. a frag
ment of an earthen, vessel held on the-palm of.bis hand, kindling, 
and blaziugafire, in which, he heats one end of an iron chain, while the 
other end, with a rope fastened to it, hangs outside, Thus, he visits 
the ashoar-khanai); and .there, holding up the chain by the rope with 
one- hand, dips the other into oil, and draws it alongths red-hot part5 
whan instantly an immense ami sudden blaze is produced, to the great 

' consternation and surprise of the bystanders, who are equally aston- 
/ ! isfced that Ids hand does not burn by carrying in -it so much fire on 

thin earthen vessel. The latter* however, he contrives to do, by fill
ing the bottom of the chafing-dish with a mixture of the p.ilpof aloes 

: and cow-clung, and placing over it ashes, which remain moist under
a kindled fire twenty-four hours, and prevent the vessel getting hot.

8. Siddee (prop, syadee), or African. Tenor twelve men blacken 
their bodies with lamp-black and oil, to resemble so many negroes. 
Their dress is as follows. "For the head, an ill-shaped cap, made of 
sheep or goatskin, with the wool or hair on, or of blanket or mat. 
Round the waist, over a small hmggotee, they woar deer or sheep
skins with the hair or wool on, blankets, sackcloth, or mats. »n the 
left hand they carry a bow made of bamboo, and. in the right a small 
stick fastened to a cocoanut-shell, containing some gravel covered 
with white cloth, and sometimes havingghoongroos (small bells) also 
attached to it.

Thus equipped they visit the ashoor-klumas, and dance to the

*  A call to our Saint, Shat Mudar ! f  A call to H i,.-' !
J Lit. Whatever you have, spend it on the road of Him (in the service of Got!) i 

they will never obtain any good until they bestow it,
| A cal! to religion !



Vv\*'d||fe.g«$ their eocoanut-ahells, with the handle of which th ir l I , 
jtn V  their bows. ...... ■

In place of the bow and cocoannt-shell, they sometimes have 
a maosul in the left hand/ on which they strike with a stick in the 
right,

By contorting their months, they mimic the talk of negroes, 
to which the imitation bears a strong resemblance, and they appear 
to people like veal Africans.

Sometimes among their troops one assumes the character of 
the gentler sex. Her complexion and head-dress is the same as 
that of the men, but she has.a blanket wrapped round her waist, 
hanging .down to the feet, and wears a choke (bodice), and is-more 
particularly distinguished by having an artificial breast dangling 
clown to her knees. She is'employed 'in beating the ground with 
a mxrnil (or long wooden pestle), while the men, dancing round 
her, laugh and joke with her.

9. ffu-go-lay or hug-lay (paddy .birds). Ton or twelve .men, 
all of one height, rnb the whole of their bodies over with cow-dung 
ashes, and wear on their heads white pa,per caps, all of one pattern, 
arid a Innggota round the loins.

They g ° about, holding one another by the waist, imitating 
she sound of paddy-birds. One of them assumes the character of 
a bhyrei) shah (king hawk), and every now and then suddenly darts 
upon the. paddy-birds; who instantly crouch or disperse, and 
conceal themselves behind the people. If they surround any ono 
out of fun, they keep whirling round him and do not allow him to 
escape. In short they sport like real falcons and herons. -j

10. Kuvrway shah (king crow). They besmear their whole j 
bodies with pipe-clay, wear a jama made of a. blanket and sylees
on their heads and around their necks { and saying a variety of 
ludicrous things, walk about each with a cage in his hand, contain
ing a crow, (sometimes also a frog) or carrying a branch of a tree, j 
with a crow fastened to it by the"legs. ■

11. Uat’h kutoray-'walay (carriers of jugs in their hands),
They wear a shawl, sylee, or doputta on the head, and a gooloohtmd
and kufme, or heemael, all red, green, or yellow, round the neck. i 
The body or face is besmeared with sundul, and they have gujrciy \ 
on ineiv wrists; handkerchiefs on their arms; a loong round their 

,• . loins, and a silver foray or dal round the right ankle.

Vv ith a cup in the hand, they go about recounting the sorrows i 
o? the Mohurrum Before-mentioned, narrating celebrated battles, or 
reciting eaiogiams on individuals. The people,, on being pleased j

B ■ i
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these, drop some money into the cap. These go slffiU n j 
piitfl, and moving their cups from side to side, sometimes Bing to 

r" the following effect:
Pysa day na ray Baboo ;
Pysa day iia ree maee :
Pyaa day na ray Allah ;
Bdtsh Icutom doodhJca.

0  God ! grant some money;
, Good master ! some money ;

Sweet mistress ! some money ;
For tW  milk-jug, my honey !*

or,
Durreea men juhazan chulana ;
Bern ha bmta churhana ;
Baygeh Bmgatd layna;
Syr kn.no Room o Shaw, ha.

Our ships must sail across the ocean,
| Our sacred flag be put in motion.

To seize Bengala’s plains combine,
Then march through- Rome end Palestine.t

1 Concluding with the chorus, “  H&Bh-kutora doodh hi,”  (or the
\ milk hand-jug).

IS. Jullat-eean o r 'khakewm. These have no particular dress, 
but wear fanciful caps of every description, and immense turbo us of 
straw, leather, or mat. On the neck they have rosaries and neck- 

l laces made off all sorts of fruits. Some have their -faces half black
ened. Their bodies are covered all over With pipe-clay; they 

; wear'thousands of kinds of garlands around their necks; and some-
• times ha ve dried pumpkins hanging suspended from all pans of them.
| One of the band carries in his hand a female doll of a hideous
j form, with which he taunts people by telling them that it is their 

grandmother,*• while each of the rest: baa some leather rolled up in 
■ the form of a club, with which they strike every poor mail or woman 

on the head that comes in their Way. Thus they go about sporting,
13. 2f^sha-bu»dee {apartioular class of/wjeers soealled). Very 

few assume this character. Their dress is similar to that of the 
: Banuwafuqeers before mentioned, with two things additional, a fcobf-

ta and an alfa; but their characteristic mark is a lamp burning in ! 
the hand, and their making their appearance only at night. The,

* I,it. I nay, master, give pice ! I say, mistress, give pice ! O Clod, grant »o«>* 
pica! To ilia «»:«'!« of the milk-jug.

f  Or rather through Syria and'Turkey <w the EasHru empire.



\\ t f j h  w.fonKo<iinto-twocompartments, theupper one (in the vambbI
the oil; the other is empty, to receive the pice or o o .J

or sud; presents as the charitable are disposed to give. They walk 
shout the limes and bazars, repeating excellent verses in praise of 
the Deity, and on the anguish of the grave: also rehearsing the 

. innumerable. ad vantages of a light j thus:
Ldkh’dn Jcuror Itihurch lea,
Bdnd’hay uggui; muhul,
Khdlee purr a ruhayga 
D umree ka nuheen churag.

If on one palace millions you expend,
Without a lamp of half a farthing’s cost.

Your edifice- is void from end to end,
Its colours blank, its gorgeous beauties lost.

He is generally accompanied by a great number of spectators, 
men, women, and children. When any one brings a child to him," 
he appl.es a little of the burnt wick of his lamp to its forehead or 
cheek, in order that the child may not cry much and be obstinate.

!'■■■. JftijW Atimuy and Majee BayA&Uqoof {'Pilgrim Fool and 
Pilgrim Idiot). They’wear uncommonly long caps oh the head ; 
alfaor a large joobba and mala round the neek; and each one carttt» 
in the hand an enormous sized rosary/ a wooden platter,, large or 
small, and an immense long walking-stick. They have a beard 
reaching down to the navel,niustachios, the hair of the head formed 
of flax, and enormous artificial paunches ; which, visiting the 
mhoor-khanas, they strike against one another; and standing back 
to. back, say their prayers, and stooping, also strike their posteriori! 
together. They hold such comical conversations, and have such 
ogling with one another, that a person who has not smiled for a 
dozen years, or is absorbed in religions reverie, will, at the very, 
sight of these buffoons, and on hearing their arguments, scarcely 
bo able to refrain from laughing. ' ■ *■

itU Booddha, Booddhee (an old man and an old woman). A 
couple of men representing these, si t on a high scaffolding. The ok 
man exhibiting a male countenance painted on cloth fastened to his 
face, with a long1 white beard, and a wooden sword in his hand; 
threatens the spectators below, if any one utter aught against the old 
woman, his wife. He sits in a state of taciturnity shaking his head; 
the two every now and then kissing each other. The old woman, 
also wearing a female mask painted on. cloth with a large nuth (or 
ring) suspended to her nose, and imitating the shrill voice of an old 

| w<>n>au, Poops chattering a number of such ridiculous things asno one 
ever heard before. As to the volubility of Bajee Akmuq, &e. they may 

1 ha said to be children or infants compared to this old woman whose 
1 Sg* of the gab exceeds anything, of the kind to be met with .among 

tec women in real life, and can only be conceived, by hearing her,

m % y M m  rooMUs. ^



NJ§w, • 10 BagJi- (or tigei‘). They make an artificial figure of U~f|eprJ
split b mb,boos and cover n n ith cloth painted like 3to akin,

' arming his nails with sharp iron claws liko those of that iti <ml.
The man entering his cell runs crawling, on all fours, playing about 
m the bazar. Or they paint their own bodies in imi tation of a tiger, 
wear a cholna and kifh’ho about the' waist, and a chain or rope tied 
to the loins, with a long bamboo tail supported by two or three men; 
and walk! ngand running about with a piece, of flesh in their ttioutbs, 
frighten the people. The children run away at the sight of them.
If, to witness sport, any person gives one of tin m a' sheep, be 
throws if down on the ground, ami,like a real tigei, catches if' by , 
the throat with his teeth, and sticks its blood ; and tearing open its 
abdomen, he takes out its entrails and even eats a little of its hash. 
the people who attend him walking off with the rest. Some n o *  
a hollow tiger’s head with wood, and insert the head into it, and 
wear a elmrmea and angurh’ka painted over like the skin of a uger

17. Mulhee Shotiii. Four or five of the jullahn fuqears carry 
each a rmtkee fstnfcH m.ri hen pot) in their hands, containing 'filmn'Mr-j 
{Bengal horso-go f,®), rattling.' them as they go along. Every tow,

. and then thpy take,. ,f>t^’.g;fwa'apd'ofiehikto kV phople;..
... but fche m/<>v»*>̂  j;< y ,v r > . cues oat Ins hand to receive it; they 

pujHbinto cheir wi i.'i-uth » ml point w  the heavens,

First, oi ’fe; r n some ludicrous verse or other'by
!nnml! i 1 iost '■ u 1 i and lepeat the dome in chorus.

‘ ft. S;,( His, dress is like that of the jallalee,
out * f iw ■ * S! , , mortar tied lo 1 i$ loins and a pestle in his hand. 

..fiating’ info iho mortar a little.green ginger, garlic, tamarind, 
chill . sWeeln uri. nt-y-ioii, '-hunj, :iu short anything eatable, ho 

■ pounds then!, singing,, “ I am making qn^ee’s chuinee!*’ " I  am 
'■‘ mi&wg jiotwai's- ckntneef”  "1  attt making soobu'hdarh% chuinee !!>
“  Most deliciotss chutnee!”  "Bravo chuinee!" and as he sumotimes 
distnbutos sonjfl of it among children, there is generally » great 
number surrounding him. 'Occasionally both men and women 
rimong the "spectators beg some of it and eat it ; for being composed 
of a variety of eatables, it has at the time a very Agreeable taato, 
but when majoon or bhung is mixed with it, the young and old , 
people, not accustomed to the use of inebriating substances, are so 
much .affected b y  if, that some lie in'Sepaib'e for hours, while others 
become incoherent in their speech.

.19. Mukeem (or physician), His dress is like 'riiaf, oi the 
hanuwo. He assumes the character of an old. sage, and having pro*. 
cu red  a lean miserable looking tattoo* places on ins back up ware.* of

* A very inferior isp<«ie« of horao, bren In the country, vat oh from seven to 
twenty i ..pees, i.e. from nhont fourteen to forty s bill jugs.,



;'•.  ̂CA5hnudred little bag*; with all sorts of seeds, leaves, fruits, $ j
'\:ed|wdaa2 either thkes Iris seat on the animal or walks alongside of hires' 

vV herevvjr he rests be takes the drugs off the horse; atd repeating 
jfc . their names, jocularly descants on the peculiar and excellent virtues 
\ of each. For example, holding up a parcel to the spectators, ha ofe~ 
j serves; “  This contains an excellent powder which is a capital iaxa- 

“  five ; if given to one whose bowels are regular and who does not 
“ require if, it gently opens them, procuring certainly not more than 
“  a hundred evacuations, and each motion reducing the patient to his 
“  last extremity; By the use of it, not the Slightest vestige of impn •, j 
“ rity or corruption will remain ; nay, the very intestines themselves 
“ •'will be purged out: but, that is:a matter of not the least eonse- 
“ quence. To remedy the looseness, I shall administer such a bolus,
" that the discharge will continue even .after death.”  Again: “ I 
“  have a pill of such virtue in my possession, given to me by my 
“  father on his death-bed, called jummal alcht'a, that if it be exhibited 
“ to a ba-wuqoof (sensible man), he will in a very few minutes be 
" transformed into a fakhta, alias a bay-wuqoof (or fool).”  And 
“ Here is ariunjun made of a seed which his highness my preceptor,
“  Zad oolla hoo Oomuruhoo, first of all taught me, named jumm&l 
“ goto- :* a capital application, and an excellent remedy for diseases 
“ of the eye. if you apply the jummal goto, to one eye, instantly 
“  both become lota (blind). In short, I have such excellent reme*
“  dies, i hat whoever makes use of them dies even before his appointed 

time.”

In this way he talks ironically, merely for the sake of being 
listened to. He adds ; “  The Almighty has endowed me, to such a 
*’ wonderful degree, with the knowledge and skill of the healing art,

) ‘ ''h» i into whatsoever house I enter,, my footsteps seem to it lik- the

1 “  welcome« pproaehof the angel of death,”  Should any one say to him,
" Doctor ►iahib, feel ray p u l s e o r  should the doctor himself offer 
todoso, he applies some of the down found on the pod of the cowitchf 
to the end of his fingers, and rubs it on the wrist while in the act of 
feeling the pulse. The instant it touches the patient’s skin, it coca- 

j sibns swell an intolerable degree of itching, that by unavoidable 
j scratching swellings are produced. The patient, in distress, inquires 
\ of ¥*  Physician what he faas done to him. To which the other replies,

“ Uofching at all, my child; Almighty God has blessed the with sock 
j powers of working miracles and cures, that the mere touch of my 
' “ fi«ge»-has developed your malady. Do not be alarmed I am now

" about to apply such a capital embrocation to it, that it will make 
" the artery curat, and cause the blood to flow so freely, that the 

moment life becomes extinct the itching will cease,”  So saying, 
tie is about to apply something, when the patient alarmed and in a 

j great rage, loads him with abuse and walks off,

’ * Croton nut Grotontiglium, Willd.
f  Gowdfcli oroow-ege, gtiisokMam pnu'ierw, P, &,

a  'Ab ,  •' i
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gv . Kc®trjs6sMi, toqss&s. .[osplis?.

.i|0, M wafir Shah (w  his majestytl» traveller). His ijrep^jg .j  
W tb»t of the! lan-uwa fuqeerj, lie  carries » large bag, w F a  

-  ppmber of smaller on.es in it, containing eatable materials and 
cooking  ̂utensils, together with a mortar and pestle, sieve, furnace, 
&!?;. on his back, in imitation of a traveller, visits every ashmr-hhmd,

|\ aid there.makes. a display of them. He is so well provided with all
th f requisites of a traveller that he does, not require to go elsewhere 
for anything. Sometimes going to one of the principal amow-hhmQ-#* 
ie, where, there ia a mrguroh, he puts down his load, lights a fire 
a id  prepares rotee or salun, and takes and deposits it in presence 
of the mrguroh, eating a little of it himself, and distributing some 
by small portions among the other fuqeers; for it is a technical 
phrase among them

I Where'er their bed, there is their seat.
And where they sleep, they ooqk and eat.

2,1. Mogol. (Mogul). His dress is like that of Sapm. Ahpiuq, 
but he carries in his hand only a rosary and a stick. He has four 
or five attendants about him, dressed like himself. The names of 
all of them terminate in beg : thus, Gajur Beg,* Shulgum Bog,t 
Mirchee Beg, j  Bygun Beg,§ with whom he jocundly convenes in a 
j rgQfi'Oif Persian- ancl Hind.ee.

22. Bayaj-hhora (usurer). Their dress is like that of the 
j  ullalee; only that somehave their faces half blackened, others wholly 
so | and they observe* “  I  am such a fair beauty, (hat J. shall be the 

fustindividual whom the Almighty will summon at the day of resnr- 
u rod ion; for X shall he speedily recognized by every owe, who will 
rc observe, * A h ! this is one of God's elect.’ As to the profession of 
"  gaining my livelihood by usury, it has descended to me from my 
“  forefathers, and therefore, should even my ownfaiher owe meinler- 
' f est, were it merely a cowree,|j I would not permit his corpse to be 
** buried until the said interest wag paid ;  and. if any one wishes to 
“  borrow money from me, let him first pay me the interest of the,same 
“  for the period he is desirous of having the loan of it, and when 
“  that time is expired as much interest again; for God has enjoined.
“  in the Qoran, that the face of every man wlio receives usury shall ! 
u be turned black at the day of resurrection,—mine excepted.”

He moreover carries a paper in his hand, and looking into it 
says to every one he meets, “  I have a small account to adjust with 
:t you. Look here: on such a day you borrowed money from me, and 
“  have not discharged the debt; I may remit the principal, but I 
“  shall, on no account, give, up the interest.”

• Lord Carrot, f  Lord Turnip. % Lord Chilly, (kyau pepper).
§ Lord Brinza), or egg plants solatium mslongena, Lin.
Jj A itowree, from eighty to one hundred of which go toft pics {«* hall- peuajr),



. iudmiimn m<Mmi >8$

y  V •jMaorda furoah (carriers of the dead]. Ten or twelve I .
\y^sWsr;i«)y «.» artificial human figure, shrouded, on a country (Inciiaaf' "  

oet,'3vi£h a shoe and a slipper under the head for a pillow; and waving 
over him a broom for a moorMvl, they put some fire on a large piece 
of a broken chatty (earthen pot), or on a plate, and instead of burn
ing incense, they burn dried cow or horse-dung, near its head. 
Weeping and saying many amusing things, they walk about with it 
through the lmar», calling out, “  This individual died without any 
"ow ner; pray bestow something for its burial.”  The people of 
every house to which they go, anxious to get rid of so disagreeable 
and inauspicious a sight,-instantly give them something as ait in
ducement to depart. Should they not give any thing, but being to /  
dispute the point, they throw red chillies, hair, and all sorts, of 
offensive materials, into the fire on the plate, and placing it before 
them observe, “ This is scent which will refresh your spirits j smell!
“ 'it well; for it is the odour destined for yon after death,” They 
get vexed at this, and in order to get rid of such an additional 
atm'Qyamee; they hasten to give them a trifle j and these, opl the 
other hand, never depart until they get something,

/
24. J’hat shah (king tree). His dress is that of the jullalee.

He takes a small tree, suspends various hinds of fruits on its 
branches, ties a crow to it by the legs, and carries it abodt, calling 
out, “  Take care ! crouch down ! for a black owl Haoi made it®
“  appearance and devoured the prince of fruits 1”  concluding with 
“  ll&t, hdt bhugoray !"*

25. Jogeean (Hindoo mendicants). Pour or fhve men having
rigged themselves out in the garb of Hindoo joge/es (mendicants), 
go and remain at the. a*hoor*khanas and- playing,-'upon sector, duff, 
dholkee, and Munjeeree, sing songs, elegies, moipraful ditties, and 
funeral poems, iu a beautiful manner. I

26. Buqqal (a Hindoo shop-keeper). He is diseased like one of 
that caste, viz. on his head a turban; on his foreheacl streaks of cow- 
dung ash es, with a spot .in. the centre, made with a mixture of turmeric 
and quioklime, or mndul and turmeric; to his ears, ‘iwg'aol (alias homtr 
dul) or large Hindoo ear-rings; suspended from his neck, a zoo nor 
(Brahminical thread) ; on his wrists, hurray (bangles); >̂n his fingers, 
gold or silver rings; round his waist, a kurdora, and rodpd his loins, 
a white punches. He carries in his hand.an iron style Hud a bund’* 
of palmyra leaves whereon to write his accounts.

One accompanies him. in the uniform of a sepoy, who, ever and 
anon, threatens Mm, saying, “ Look here, you) fool, yon
V hav o considerably overcharged me.”  He, on the other'.hand, not 
pnttterstanding a word tto sepoy says, returns him, in jofee, plenty 
ot abuse in his own peculiar phraseology.

* An ecelamufioa f« driving ftwsy bid», Ac.



• 27. Showbala (or ’ .toy). I'he elect <a aeovat aiy /
boyydeck him out in female apparel of gold or silver tissue, and adorn 

yiira with a superfluity of ornaments and jewels, and. scat him on a 
Shall eminence. While he assumes a very sedate countenance, 
jesters and buffoons stand below, and say a variety of obscene and 
ludicrous things, endeavoring to make him laugh, but hi vain. 
Should, he, however, betray the slightest symptom of a smile, they 
instantly drop a curtain to prevent its being perceived by the spec 
tators, and a few minutes afterwards raise it again.

28. Sur-o-hay-tun, ttm-e-bay~sur (head bodiless.; body head- 
\ less). In some ashoor-hhinas, one man, by some contrivance, con

ceals his head under ground or under a country-cot, and only displays 
his b od y ; while another buries his body, and makes his head, appear 
aifejove ground, to represent a decapitated corpse. Between these 
they place a bloody sword, and sprinkle the spot with a red dye to 
imitate blood. Sometimes two persons, resembling robbers, are 
■seen\there ; and a man, acting in the character of a woman, .sits cry
ing a fid saying, “  Robbers have murdered my brother (or husband)..; 
*c bestow something that I may ‘go and bury him/-’

20. \ Nuqlee shah (king Story-teller). His dress is that of the 
pdlalse. \.ffe keeps about him a dog, a oat, a rat, a crow, and an 
ass, and nelates a number of most amusing anecdotes. A large 
concourse o'f, people always surround him,

80, Kmkmul shah (king Blanket). Two or three people take
each a country-blanket, and having mads a hole in it, put their 
heads through Advancing for wards, and stopping backwards, they
repeat verses replete with ludicrous allusions, such as

Upon iny wadding day .« good fat cook was slain.
And with b’wo pounds of rice we fed ten thousand men.
A  penny was provided for a treat so grand,
And whom the bills were paid three farthings left in hand.*

Chords, Say, How how how? Say, how how how ? Say,how how how,?
Wild'! so so so ! why ! so so so i why ! so so so !

Again : j
My c|oating mother reared, me with tenderness in stores ,
She .decked me in a blanket, and turned me out of doors.

81. Jjthogeer shah (king Saddle). One in the dress of a. jullalee 
Wears a nthogeer (a native saddle) round his neck and a red sylee 
wound round Ms head; and promising a horse *r a parcel od boys,

* Lit. i .t  my marriage was slaueltored one .cook:
Half a Beer o! rioo idstvibutad jo lakhs i
At my wedding was said te fie expended one nice I
But on1 settling accounts remained tbw® >p»rt#w.

®  MOHC'BKTM. I'i/QilBS. (effi^IY,
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\s. !$> “ I am K°iW to gat * horse given you! I am goingatT
hoT-sf*  ̂iyeaycu.S’’ Six or seven lads, dressed in blankats^ol**-^ 

oail out, following him, “ .Now he has proved himself 
„ <» tt&r f “ Now ha has proved himself a confounded liar!" He only 

answers as ha goes along, “ Haul haw! (yes, yes), T. am going to get.
‘ a horse given you !”

Sometimes he repeats verses somewhat to this effect;
In every lane, in every street.
The heaps of sweetmeats rise ;
Nose-jewell’d damsels, not less sweet,
View them with longing eyes,*

32. Shurabee (a drunkard). He is dressed as ajullalee or banu~ 
w®> having a black utif (or letter A thus!,) marked on his forehead, 
with a grog-bottle tilled with shurbut or water in his hand, repeating 
verses and sentences of the Qorm in praise of wine, and imbibing it 
at the same tithe in liberal potations. Many of the Mohwmm fuqeera 
sit with him for two or four days together in the same spot, contend" | 
iug and disputing on the subject with much argument and contro
versy; as in the Qorm Hod has pronounced both drinking wine and 
eating pork to be unlawful, yet he, declaiming eloquently on the 
lawfulness of his beverage, ‘.helps himself to it. 'He sometimes 
wear?; a leathern zoonnar (or Brahminical thread)' around his neck.

38. _ Qazeef -e-Lueen and Qazee-e-.Bay deen (the cursed priest 
aod the irreligious priest—that is, the devil’ s chaplains). They wear 
a large alfa, a leathern cap, and flaxen beard and mustachios, and 
counting chaplets which they carry in their hands, they disseminata 
their religious principles and'doctrines among the people; but all 
ironically. Thus: “ He that prays, fasts, or gives alms, will be exalted 

to the seventh hell; he that gets drunk, gambles, eommlfe 
" adultery, accepts of usury or bribe, will be doomed to the seventh 
heaven.

34. 1Yuwwetb (nabob). This man has his whole body wound 
round with straw, wears an enormous cap or turban of the same 
materia!, long flaxen beard and mustachios.

He is mounted on horseback, and has four or five people 
attached to his train, one of whom carries a chair, another a hooqna 
(consisting of an earthen vessel with a bamboo fixed to it), and like 
other great folks, he talks big, and in a peremptory tone delivers 
ms commands, to his dependents, while in mounting- his horse he 
f requently tumbles over on the opposite side.

* In every lane I  traversed, I beheld heaps of goolgooleean.
And nnut'h-(or Boolaq-) lady casting at them longing looks.

fQ a m  signifies a judge or magistrate, civil or ecclesiastical • here the totter on'v, 
o r  rather a priest. ' ’  ’

S %



• \ 0  » ,  Mayhh Shah (king tent-peg), tie is dressed like;, i
^  fallalees but lias a few cods tied round his waist, to t: j10

' ' of one of which a parcel of tent-pins are .fastened, i .ailing fang
the ground. He carries a tent-peg in one hand end a mallet m >• e 
other, and says to every one whom he meets: ft yon dare apeus,
" I ’ll hammer you ;—if you dare stir,—if you dare say ‘ yes, —it. yds 
" dare say 'humph !’—-if you dare look at me,—if yon dare remain 
“  silent,—Fll hammer you.”

36 K'hodon-garon (dig and bury). He wear? on his head a 
straw cap or turban encircled with ropes; on his bony, a mat yn _ 
a hole in the middle through which the head is thrustm s warn >» 
entwined with ropes; he carries on his shoulder a spade, and on 
his back a tuttee (or frame),

Thus attired he goes about, saying, “  whomsoever J please. *•
"  take hold of, throw down (k’hodon-garon), dig and bury (or k hoda 
u aura), have dug and. buried; and should lie speak, !  throw a .
“  additional tvtteex (or frames) of earth over him, Bor digging A.
“  small grave, I  charge a h undred rupees, for a large one, n ve rupees.

At times he stands still, eulogizing the beauty of his suit ot 
clothes, saying : “ I am decked out in a turban, a mundeel, & ia',n"
«  and a shal, and armed with a pickaxe;”  as well as a variety oi 
other pleasantries ; and through mischief, .when he sees a villager, 
he quickly digs a, small hole, and catching hold of him lays him 
down in it, and. throws a few spadefuls of earth on him. then one 
observes to him, “ Arise, tl m dead, and eat some « riser; ana lie, 
nearly suffocated, gets up as quickly as he can, and runs oft; while 
the others enjoy a hearty laugh at his expense.

87. Soonnoor- Hosein Tcay fuqeeran (fuqeers of St, Soonrioor 
Hosein). One or two dressed like the banuwa, save that their alja 
;s dy ed with red ochre, and that they have over their ears ringlets 
of natural or artificial hair, cany in one band a small tray, ora  
soovlee, with a couple of cakes of dried cow-dung on it, covered 
with ten or twelve beautiful gold and silver-tissue haadkercmem, 
and adorned with flowers; in the other a moorch’hul waving over it, 
declaiming in praise of it- thus: “  The remains of a personage o flo 
f{small consequence are concealed here: he performed wonc er m 
"miracles. Whoeverwillundertake a visit to his tomb and make the 
"circuit (bumf) of it, shall never experience the torments of. belt- 

; "fire : therefore petition him, and make your requests known tmto 
"  him.5 ’

i When any express great anxiety to see the gentleman, he
1 removes the handkerchiefs one by one, with great dOatormpss, and 

at last displays the contents of the tray; on beholding which,- 
those who asked him for a sight of it, feel quite ashamed.

38. Manuk shah, alias Nanuh jnmthee (a follower of JHamtk), 
r Four or five men assume this character. They wind round their beads

MOHOBEOM TUQUEES. [<& jJfTtSVl
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„ three coloured, sylees, at wear white caps; m ihe ctn tv e^ J L ^
dieir foreheads is a teeka (or spot), of lamp-black; thaur fcces arc 
besmeared with m n M  ; on their necks are a gooloobund, hmmmb 
and a necklace of white heads;* round their waists two coloured 
doputtas ace twisted; and they carry rrl their hands a couple of clubs.

They visit every adwor-lehuno., and to the music of their clubs 
struck together, they sing verses in honour of Hosein.

39. G’huggree waldy.t Their dress is either white or red. 
Their faces and bodies are rubbed oyer with cow-dung ashesj .they., 
wear 031 their heads a dopulta with a eyl&e} or a quantity-of tringe  ̂
tape, thread, or either broad or narrow gold or silver lace wound 
over it, or only sylee, with gold or silver tassels wangling froiu i t ; on 
their.ears they have gold or silver toorrv, (or feather coc.kados); 
round each arm three handkerchiefs are tied a- la Mujnooan, and 
round the upper arm, bazoo-bunds or bhooj-bunds (annlote) ; a 
Iw gotee or loony round their loins, andon their light ankles a ..01 /ay.

One of them precedes the rest with a lamp in his .baud, and 
two standard-beavers carry the colours, which are white,green, or ted...
A 11 of them, with the exception, of the adalut shah, wear on the right 
thumb a couple of g’huggrees ; and while repeating the versified 
narrative and eulologies of Hosein, they keep time by rattling them.

Ift front o! the band of fnepers, a couple of boys, or rumnay 
walay, each having a painted earthen-pot with so me gravel in it, 
or with a eAown-wrf in their hands, dance or rather move their legs 
backwards and forwards ; and at the conclusion of each verse, »y 
stooping or sitting, and getting up quickly, they mark time.

Two or four adalut shahs (p. 125) stand on each flank, or walk 
up and down in Front, with drawn swords in their hands j and two 
men act as sang, burdar (spearsmen), i.e. they carry a spear, or-a 
Jong thin bamboo in the shape of a spear, rolled over with two or 
three kinds of coloured paper, in their hands, and go before the 
quroh. When the latter halts any where, they tie the sang?, in the 
middle like a pair of scissors, and stand with them in front ab a 
short distance, to prevent other gurohs approaching them, and 
continue reciting verses in praise of their javelins.

These have likewise a sur guroh (chief of the troop), and in 
many respects resemble tho banuwas.

40. Ga-rro-ree shah- His dress is like that of the jullake, 
but he wears a toorra or feather on his turban, and carries a poonggm^

*  Such aa R ajpoots wear, made of s m h %  or a species of large shell,
f  from g’ huggree, which are hollow brass rings worn on tho thumb, containing 

a few brass shots which tingle on being shaken,
$ C hoim .n r, or chovm ree, an instrument for driving a way flies,
| foonff&t Yide Hat of suifcical instruments, Append!*,



W* hand. Tea or. twelve form, this band,, .fend .perform 
y 4 ! y _ m a n y  jugglers1 tricks.

41. Ohindurr shah (or 'king Kagatnu Ifiu). A man e: ;circles 
liis head with a quantity of rags, which he also suspends "all. round 
his Jifecli, hanging down to his feet, and thus he quietly walks about 
the lanes and bazars, without uttering a single word to any oua,

42. K ’hind-ur shah (Tatterdemalion, or king Clout). Eight 
or ten men wear rags on their heads, .or only l/hind-ray* round 
their necks, and chalnay ; have Ic* hind-ray handkerchiefs in their 
hands, and going in front of each ashoor-khana, first 'log one 
another with them, and then come to kicks and blows, and falling 
down roll and tumble themselves about on the ground.

• $3. Gndeee shah (king Filth). He is marked with a black
teeka or spot, on the forehead, and wears a raw leather gooloohund 
fed a lung-gotee. He has his whole body anointed with honey, to 
attract flies, and walks about singing satirical aad ludicrous verses • 
and invariably makes it a rule to go into the midst of a crowd.

44. Meefih’h shah (king Bettr). A man dresses himself out in 
a black goat’s akin with the hair upon it, and two or three fellows 
dressed in blankets ran after him, all imitating the growling of the 
bear. They gh about in every lane and bazar frightening women 
and children..

45. Boorr-boo-rreok shah (king Double-drum). Two or four 
! men representing this character, of a class of Hindoo devotees of

that, name, w'em their garb. They wear an enormous turban, made 
up of two or three different colours, a jama and eezar, with a doputta 
tied round the waist, and carry in their hands a boorboorha.t

Whenever he sees a person approaching him, he says, “ I  saw 
“  a good omen to-day : you will become a very wealthy man, and 
?  receive a palkee, an elephant, and a horse, in a present.”  Thus 
Saying, he goes about sounding his Imrboorka, and blessing people.

46. Marwaree. Their dress is like that of the Mamaree.i 
They stick a long pen in one of their ears with a book oi accounts 
in the band, and one or two bags full of small broken pieces of 
earthenware, the months tied up and sealed, placed on the shoulders 
of one or two men they hare them carried along with them to 
represent bags of rupees or gold-mbhure; and walking about, 
they say in the Marwarree tongue, to every one they meet, “ So 
“  Jong we have had dealings with one another, let us .now settle 
“  our accounts; for 1 am about to proceed to my native country.

* Several folds of old cloth, chintz, rags, &o, sewed together in the form of »» 
thick quilt,

f  A  small donbie-iijsim,
$ iftmvaree, the inhabitants of Marwar, a division of the Altneer proriuoe, to the west of fve-Mfflur,

n o m m xrn  [ c ^ r t a r .
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\ V wife, after an absence of twelve years, baa written to a ^ J [ ..
“ thatete hasbeen brought to bed.’ ' Whmmij enquire, saying, ‘ Mr.
«  Merchant, why you hare been here for the last twelve years, now 
** ooftfcl join  wife he$/r you a cldltl ? iIfci$ probably some other p©*>
H son's / '  he replies, “  No, sir; I had a meeting with her in my dream,
(• and she conceived j and such is the case with women of onr caste, 
“ that-they bring forth children without the union of .the sexes, andon 
“  the birth of the child send word* to the husband wherever, he may 
“  happen to be, and he ou hearing of it becomes so delighted, boat he 

prepares luddoos and distributes them." Those of the Masts*ate® 
caste, on hearing this, feel very much ashamed and angry j while the 
spectators enjoy a laugh at their expense. This fuqeer says so many 
ludicrous things, that people eagerly crowd round him to listen.

47. Oont shah (Ms majesty king Camel). They construct »
smallcamel with bamboos,'co veritover with paperoroloth,and paintit
over with a colour resembling that of the camel. A  hole is left from 
the back to the belly of the figure, and the man entering it stands on 
the ground, with his head and chest above the camel's back, to repre
sent a man mounted on it, while bis body and legs down to the eaif, 
are concealed within its body. The camel 3s fastened, with its legs 
above ground, to the waist of the man, who, thus equipped, goes 
dancing with it round every alluwo It is so well formed, that were 
it not for the legs of the man being visible and its low status o, it 
would with difficulty be distinguished from a real one.

Lunggur Neekalna (or the taking out the anchor), is as follows .<
Men as well as women sometimes make vows, that if a son or 

daughter be bom to them, they will take out a lunggur (anchor) anna* 
ally, for three years, or-for twelve, or as Icing, as the child lives. In 
the "event of the death of the parents, the individual for whom the 
vow was made fulfils it himself, by carrying out his own lunggur.

Those who have thus vowed, perform the ceremony in general 
ou the fifth fc’hun (i.e. the fourth day of the month Mohurruvi); 
sometimes.not until the sixth. lu short, it may he done on any day 
between the fourth and tenth.

They fasten to the waist of the boy or girl a string of flowers, 
or. of the leaves of suhay, with or without an. iron chain,t both long 
enough to trail along the ground They put into one hand of the 
child an ood buttee Jcay- jhar. (ben jatnm-pasfcile treein to 'the  other, a 
silver nllum.oi two or four annas’ worth, or a golden one of ten or fif-

* The natives are likewise in the habit of transmitting money to their relative® 
ami .friends at a distance by the hands generally of friends, sometimes of a mere an. 
qnainteuce j and it is surprising that they are net ofteaer robbed of such remittances.

f  This is intended to represent the anchor,



■ I  , “ “j and holding a canopy over him, lie is aoconapiuawnsif 
;v>^'iBdth sides by a crowd of boys, each carrying, for shew, a cocoanut 

leaf, or a little flag. In ten or twelve red earthen jars they put •>) ur- 
hut, and covering them with earthen saucers, place a small pot on the 
top of each. To the necks of the jars they fasten garlands of flowers 
and,wkmp-ieaves with red thread, coat them outside with, mndul, and 
carry them in bhungeeaa (bangles) or on Coolies’ heads ; in trays they 
have sugar or goor: in acoupleof dishes£olaoooi'k?hichree,mmexm<\.y 
money, benjamin, tin were, a bundle of wood, accompanied with music, 
fuqeers of the bmuwa, g’huggree, &o. kind. If it be at night, they a e 
accompanied with flambeaux and fire-works; and loudly vociferating 
“  Shah Hosein !”  “  Eea Eemam /”  “ Em Allee / ”  and burning bon- 
jarniu they proceed to the ashoor-khana. On reaching it, having walk
ed round the allawa three times, and thrown the bundleof wood into it, 
tod offered fateeha in presence of the ullums, the moojawir (or pro
prietor} puts the flowers which were brought, on the fim jay ; takes 
the lunggurlvomoS the loins of the child, and gives the benjamiu tree 
back to the party; keeps the plate of lc’hichree orpolaoo and a coup!; o f 
jars of shurbut, together with the ready-money offered to the uIIum. 
Then having, after fateeha, poured one or two g*hurray of shurbut 
into the alla wa, and with the retinue returned home in the same man 
ner as they went, the attendants are entertained with k’hiohree, shurbut, 
duhee, chutneean, salnay, turhanean, without animal food or fish.

In some countries the poor and indigent, Hindoos as well as 
Moosnlmans, snake a vow for the child, or merely as an offering, 
that in the event of success attending their wishes, they wi:l take or 
send to the skudday, one or two small silver ullums, and three or four 
pots of goof-shurbut, together with some k'hiohrao, one and a quarter 
or one and a half pice as a churagee, and some benjamin and flowers 
for the ullums.

The nobility and weal thy also take out lung gar, whether it be to 
fulfil a vow or not. This they do in great, pomp and state, e.g. First 
proceed the standards carried ou elephants; then follow rocket-men, 
drummers, &e. succeeded bv a line of infantry; in the rear of them 
nuqarcltee in liowdas, playing; then again come the khasburdars 
(matchlock-men), a number of respectable people, some on elephants, 
ofcbc on foot; men firing off muskets (or match-locks), horses richly 
caparisoned, musicians followed by porters, carrying branches of lime 
and orange-trees, and abundance of eoeoanut-leuves. After that a 
t'humeeana (canopy) embroidered, or of pluin white cloth, under which 
goes the individual in whose name the vow was made, with the 
wreath of flowers, and a silver chain fastened on to his loins, hold
ing in hm hands ten or twelve small silver ullums, and four, five, or 
six bemoin-pastile trees. Sometimes dancing-girls accompany t hem, 
repeating murseea ; and all round about him call out, "  Eea Ailed / 
"  Eea Allee.! Eea Hussm 1 Em Hussun l Eea Hos&in l Em Hosein t 
"  Doolah! Doolah !”



\. V ^ ^ Vliaii they send the Junggar .merely for the sake of their o ^ n  I 
»s an offering (and not to fulfil a vow), it is carried 

a^eSwfnfc under a ahanweana, accompanied by two or three oaidrons 
of k’ hichree, one or two puk’hah, and hundreds of. earthen pots 
of shurbut prepared with sugar-candy, soft sugar, &o. having cloths 
tied over their months; and one or two bundles of wood, also cover
ed with red cloth. If the person vowed for pleases, he rides m fttt 
cm!Hires* or howda.t Last of all come the nuqaray, beating, on an 
elephant or camel j and thus they proceed to the particular ullum 
to wh ich they had vowed to go.

I shall now describe some of the Muhurrum Nuzur-o~Nyaz (or 
Mohurtum vows and oblations) as practised by women.

They vow thus : “  If such or such a thing which I wish come 
“ to pass, I shall, fasting, sweep the ground around such an ashoor- 
“  khmids allawa with my wet locks.”  Or, “  I  shall bathe my head 
“  in fire.”  In which latter case she sits, having her beau covered 
with a sheet, and the moojavnr (or proprietor) throws some fire on 
her head, with a hnfgeer (skimmer), three times, and as readily 
brushes it off again with a mooroh’hul,$ Or, ‘ ’ I shall break fast 
“  with no other food than what is procured by begging. ) Or,
“  at such an ashoor-khana I shall burn a ghee lamp and ha ve fa teelm 
r‘ offered over sugar.”  Or, “ I shall suspend to (lit. mouut on) 
"such an ullum a flower pend guhwwra or a silver rote.”  Or, “ I 
• shall go and tie on to such an ullum an unripe or a silver lime, 
‘ over which I have had fateeha offered.

When their particular desires are accomplished they fulfil 
their vows most rigorously. Or they go and beg at ton or twelve 
houses, and tc what they may collect add some money of their own.; 
and having had gold doo or baoolee (ear-rings) made on the 
SI iihadutka roz (lit. day of martyrdom; i.e. the tenth of the month 
Mohurmm), they have it inserted into the ears of their boys by the 
goldsmith, under the taboot borne on men’s shoulders. I f the off
spring be a girl, a boolaq is put into her nose. The goldsmith at 
the sit me time receives a present of some dal, chawnl goor and a few 
2 ice-; or merely a few pice.

On the night of the tenth k’hun takes place the Mohurrum bay* 
Sub-gusht (or the Mohurrum nocturnal perambulations).

On that night an innumerable throng of men and women,

*  Ambaree, a howda with a canopy or cover.
f  Howda, an open litter fastened on an elephant, and used in the east, in which 

the nobility travel.
{  M oorch 'hn l, a fan for driving away flies, especially made of peaeooVa feathers, 

held over great men as a tehee of royalty, Ac, Also used at ceremonies with the 
■ m  view j scab ns over ‘M v m ,  Ac at the im ih -u rrw n, and on other occasion*.

■ ' 'AtOHTJltEUM feH5JB-QVrSHT,



\ \ ^ ^ 4p 4 o0 9  and Moosulmans, in short the people of fcla© neigh optygg/ 
• .suffrages from the • distance of eight or ten • miles, assemble, mid. 

~~ the shopkeepers also decorate their shops on the occasion.
All the ullums, (large and small’), taboota boordqs, &c, after 

fateeha has been offered over sheerbirrinj, polaoo, shurbut, h’hiohree, 
&o. in the name of the Hoosnein, are taken oat; by the lower classes 
of people during the first watch of the night, and by the great at 
about midnight, accompanied with flambeaux, fireworks, baja 
bvjuntur, tasa murfa, the various troops of fuqeers (called mayla} 
and dancing-girls reciting mnrseea ;  or sometimes without any music, 
&e. Having performed with them the circuit of their respective 
allwwas thrice, they traverse every bazar and lane, burning incense 
and Benjamin-pastiles, making lamentations, a.nd repeating mnrseea 
nowh. Having done this with great noise and bustle, they return 
home with the ullums, taboota, &e. to their respective oshoor-klhanns 
at day-break, or somewhat earlier, next morning; and having hud 
the ullums down to sleep, betake themselves also to rest.

Some people, after offering the above-mentioned fateeha, 
instead of taking the ullums, &c op their peregrinations, merely 
perform the circuit of their allaivas three times, bring them in, and 
fay them aside (thunda kurtay; lit. cool them).

The next day (tenth of Mohurrum or eleventh le’hun) is the 
Shuh-adut-ha-roz (day of martyrdom).

On it, from nine a.m, to three p.m., generally about nine or ten 
o ’clock in the forenoon, all the ullums, &c. from every ashoor-khana 
are carried with the same pomp and state as ort the preceding 
night, save without lights, to the Kurlulla ka mydan (or plain of 
Eurbulla), i.e. a plain near the sea or any river or tank, whither 
the,' are annually in the habit of carrying them.

On taking out the ullums, &c. from the different ashnor-khanas 
they first kindle the fire in their respective allawas, go round them 
three times, and with the ullums facing the Qibla perform fateeha. 
After that they put into a little earthen pot a half or a whole pice, 
with some milk and shurbut, and having adapted a cover to it, place 
it :u the bottom of the allawa, and fill it up with earth, forming a 
little mound over it, and having stuck np a branch of the pome
granate tree on it proceed to the plain of Kurbulla.* The follow
ing year, when the same spot is dug, the pot formerly buried is 
found; and the women, by giving something to the moojawir 
(proprietor), of the ashoor-lchana, obtain the pice which was put 
into it. Having bored a hole or attached a ring to it, they suspend 
one of these coins to the necks of each of their children, with the 
view of warding off evil spirits.

• For farther partioahira of this imposing gpeoaclo, vide Mra.lt, H. All's descrip
tion, voh i. p.'81.

(*//̂ ^ y s KomiBRtm .ra re m ;,. ** .
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(?.''v ^SBprn  ̂people, after the atiawa is closed, pour a pot of sAwVp^J  j 
place on it the vessel which contained it, inverted.

Some bum a light on it every night, for three or for forty 
days.'5*'

Some, chiefly shopkeepers, to fulfil vows which they have made, 
throw at the ullums, &o.» as they pass their shops, or on the plain of 
Kurbulla, handfuls of nnqol, rayooreean, or cowries ; and women es- 
teemiugsueh eon riesor shells sacred, eagerly pick them up, ai id thread
ing each one separately, suspend one round thenecksoC their children, 
in order that they may be preserved from the attacks o£ the devil.

In the progress of the ullums, &c. towards the plain, whenever 
they meet with an ashoor-khana, they offer faieeha at it, and proceed.

Some vow that should they recover from any particular disease 
w't-h which they may be afflicted, they will, in front of the ullum or 
tiibnot, go rolling on the ground, all (or part of), the r. ay to.the plain 
of Kurbulla, (Should such wishes be accomplished, they tie on a. 
loafing which covers the pelvis, the rest of the body being naked, • ml 
roll themselves on the ground. Women perceiving them thus roll
ing,)' throw water on them to cool, them; while their friends precede, 
clearing the way through the crowd, and removing any stone, bone, 
thorn, or other obstacle on the road, to prevent their sustaining any 
injury.

At the plain of Kurbulla an immense concourse of people 
assemble ; rich and poor, great and small, of all classes and denomi
nations, The crowd is so great, that it is difficult to pass through it.
In some parts, shopkeepers of every description erect booths • and 
turn which way you will, you see nothing but shops full of fruits, 
sw eatmeats, pan-sooparee, coffee, sook’hmooh’ h, all sorts of playthings, 
majoon, bhung, &c.; and here and there are to be seen tumblers, 
jugglers, wrestlers, bear and monkey dancers, &c., whirligigs and 
swings (in which their owners allow people to swing, on paying some 
pice) •, and spectators sitting under awnings, or in tents and raooiees, 
enjoy the sight. There are also abdar-khanas, where water and 
shurbut are dispensed ; and water-carriers going about with leathern 
bags full of water, ringing their cups ; and either by taking a few 
cowr ies or gi atis (in which case they call out sibbel, sibbel, i.e. gratis, 
gratis! they give the people water to drink.

Having placed the in boot a, ullums, &c. near the water-edge, 
and given futeeha in the name of the Hoosnein and the martyrs over

* Tn imitation of visiting the grave of the deceased on those day# after death.
Vide chapter 39 and 40.

t Probably in the middle of a sultry day, under a burning mm, on a heated, 
dusty, or sandy road !



• . f̂y-piev),* $hnrbut,i cho :-n{iftaj,% booi;tee,§ k’hichree,\\ polam sw< etngM , j 
’ J.kiy distribiftt o part of it on tho spot and bring the rest homo as a 

sacred thing. Those who can procure over the smallest morsel of * 
this food, consider themselves very fortunate; and partake of it 
with great satisfaction.

After thefa teeh ihaving taken off all the tinsel ahont the tabooi 
and removed the ulturns out from the interior, they take the two 
models of the tombs that were in it, and dip them in the water. 
Some bring home the laloot uninjured, while others thro# them into 
the water. In which latter case, should any one express a wish, to 
have any part o£ the paper net-work, &c. no objection is made.* * §,:

The tabooi.•< that are brought home mirnutflated. are set up as 
they were before, for the three days** following. After that, having 
offered fateeha, they take off the net-work, paper, See, and keep it 
for future use.

From the ullunu they also take off the dhuttee, flowers, orna
ments, Ac., which they put into puttaras, dip them naked in the 
water two or three times, and wash them. Men and boys, Hindoos 
us well as Moosulmans, eagerly run into the water after them, and 
catch the drops of water as they fall; and conceiving it good 

; (possessed of peculiar virtue), drink it and apply it to their eyes.
After washing them, they lay them in puttaray (i.e. rattan boxes), 
or on trays; and having covered them up and offered fateehai r 

! over soma of the before-mentioned food, distribute it, carrying a
small portion home.,

1 The trnrags and nal-sahibs do not undergo tho operation of
ducking. They are taken home and laid aside; the former is paint
ed afresh, and the latter annually besmeared with sundul.

Waving rnoarch’huls on all, hurtling incense, repeating murseoi 
and alweda, they return to their respective aahoor-hhanan; and 
there having sot them down and made lamentations over them, they 
o ile r  fateeha, eat, and distribute', the victuals brought home. After 
which the different people retire to their own houses.

*  liotee, sweetened wheaten cakes besmeared with sundul.
,f Shurbut, wade of poor (raw sugar) and water, and prepared in a new red pot.
J Ohoonggay, or fried cakes made of wheat flour, anger (or goer) And ghee.
§ Boottce, or a mixture of tyar (curdled milk) and rioo.
|j K'hichree, that variety prepared with meat.
f  During the first ten days, it is supposed to be alive (or to contain thereat bodies 

nf the martyrs); when no European is allowed to touch it; but now tho corpses being re
moved and this bier of no further use, may be kicked about and any thing done with it.

**  Mohutumudans reckon part of a day for tho whole ; thus, what they mean by 
three days, is, the day on which it is brought home and the two following; i.e. it!) 
eleventh, twelfth, and thirteenth h’hun.

ft Tbefaieeha is offered either before or after the bathing of the nllums.

( i f  wbmsxvx festival. [ c n i ^ k v



1! ( looraqe and tuboots have only a thin cloth curtain th r^ Q T
<Iy?t them, and are brought home as the ulimns to their aeftof^ j ,  j  

x A /wiwfS/aad placed near the latter.
'The ullums, &o. which were not- taken to the plain of Kurbulia 

are this forenoon, taken out, and made to perform the circuit of their 
alia wets threes times,bathed, fateeha offered, and the food distributed.

Those who have become fuqeere,either at the plain of Kurbulia, 
or -having come home, bathe themselves, and lay aside their men
dicant's garb, &o.; and those who had worn sylee and gujra, either 
throw them away into the viator, or wot them and bring them 
home; And every band of fnqeers, previous to taking off their 
fuqeer’s dress, have fateeha offered in the name .'of the Hoosnem 
over sweetmeats, send some of.it to each mr-garoh, and distribute 
the rest among themselves. Sometimes all the fnqeers sit in. the 
market-place, at the plain of KurbuHu, conversing together for a 
short while, and reciting funeral eulogiums, Some do hot change 
their fuqeer’s habit till after the tliird-day-zcearuf.

On that day (the shukudid-ha-rae), in every house they must.' 
cookpoluoo or k’hirfiree, currte■, meat, &o. and having uttered fateeha, 
over them .'in' the name of Mowla Alice and the Iloosnein, they eat, 
distribute among their friends, and give them away in charity.

From that day (the lltli h’hun), the generality of people com
mence eating meat, though some not until the twelfth or thirteenth.

Some people on. the ah uhudul-ha-roz, in the afternoon, take out 
what is called run ka tabobt, or rim ha dola,* which consists in little 
square frame-works made of thin pieces of bamboo, somewhat 'in 
the shape of iaboots, and covered with white cloth. These are 
carried, with the same pomp and state as the taboots were, to the 
plain of .Kurbulia ; and on returning thence they run with them, 
calling out, “  Been ! Been !”  and every now aud then halting and 
repeating murseea, beat; vehemently on their breasts; and having 
brought them home, set them up as they were before, till the third 
day after, when they are taken to pieces, aud reserved for future 
use.

The zeearutf of the ulhms, or the -third-day teeju,f follows.
On the 12th h’hun, they again sit up all night reciting murseea, 
reading the Qoran and Mudh-e-Eosein.% Early next morning (the

* They are intended to represent the boxes in which the heads of the seventy? 
two martyrs were carried (ride page 110), and sometimes are composed of than 
number, as in Bengal.

t  '-'learui (or the visiting); that is, of the grave of deceased persons on the 
third day after their demise; which is also called Teeja, moaning “ the third day,” 
when oblatio.ua are offered. Tor farther particulars, vide chap, xxxix.

J Vucth-e-Bosein, or eulogiums on Hoaeiu.

' B HDSARXfT OP (H U M . ' *■/
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’Phtn), they' prepate polaoo or k’ hichree, with moat, or fe t̂wriL-J 
•Xj^a^fend $hftrb,ui):&c., and having offered fateeha in the name of the

Eooanein, they eat and distribute. them in charity. That night 1 
they place Bear the nlhrns ail kinds of fruits, flowers, nrgujja, uttuir, 
betel-leaves, Ac.; and after the fateeha, distribute these likewise.

They take down the sheds that were erected in front of the 
ashoor-khanas, and lay by the ullums in boxes.

Should they have borrowed the dfiuttee clothes from any one, 
they go and return the same to them; blit if they he tulchtee (i.e,, 
covered with gold and silver-leaf ornaments), bought in the bazar 
they reserve them for future use. If any one at that time desire to 
have part of them, they grant it, receiving something by way of a 
numr in return; or give those away, which people had brought and 
.mounted on them, to fulfil vows. Women generally take these arid 
tie them round the necks, or upper amis of their children, to prevent; 
the shadows (evil influence) of G-euii and Fairies from falling upon 

i them.
Some likewise observe the tenth, twelfth, and fortieth* day 

of mourning, &o,, nay, some even the intermediate - days, when 
they cook various kinds of food, have fateeha offered over them, 
and eat and distribute them.

Some perform the fortieth day teeju (vide note below and oliap, 
xl), and on that day assemble a great crowd to repeat mtmeea; and 
if they please, invite the assembly by letter. Whether the crowd 
meet during the day or night, they come in parties in succession, 
sit id the assembly for a short time, and recite niurseea. The. audi
tors, on hearing the melancholy, uarrati ve, make grievous bewailiugs;

The dunijul-lsurtiay-wala, i.e. assembler of the crowd, offers to 
the *«tr.veea-reciters coffee, betel-nuts, sook’hmooVh, or sweetmeats; 
and those who can afford it entertain them with dinner.

From that day till the following year there is an end of the 
mohurrum mourning.

Daring the thirteen festival days Moosulmans never do any 
work, perform no conjugal duty, and neither drink intoxicating 
liquors, nor marry, &c. Should any one happen to die, they are, 
c£ course, obliged to perform the funeral rites; but, wit.- this 
exception, they do no work of any description whatever.

* Chiefly on the fortieth flay, which happens on the twentieth of the following 
month Sufur, and in some part of the country is held as a festival called mr o tun, 
or head and body, hi commemoration of the junction of the head and body of Seteiu.
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■ CHAPTER XVI.
:] Concerning; the 'Tayra taysee, or the first thirteen evil (lays; and the Akhree Chur 

Shoom'bu kee Tied, or feast, held on the last Wednesday of the second month,
. Sulfur.

The Tayra tayzee (or the first thirteen days) .of the auspicious* 
month $'v.ffur are .considered extremely unlucky, on account of the 
Prophet's - (the blessing! <&c.) having been seriously indisposed 
during those days, and it was on the thirteenth day that some 
change 1 r the better showed itself in his malady.

Should a marriage take place about this time, the bride and 
bridegroom are on no account allowed to see one another, nor is 
any good work undertaken on those days.

On the 13th fay zee f  (i.e, the 12th day of the mouth), and soma 
cn t he Idfch day of the month, all bathe. They take some maash, 
n aboiled rice, wheat, and til, mix them together, and put them on a 
tray, and deposit a small cup containing oil, in the centre of the 
dish of corn : sometimes, in addition, eggs and a pice or two. They 
then look at their faces in the oil three different times, and each 
time taking up a few grains of corn drop thorn into it. After this, 
these articles are given away in alms to beggars and h u l a l k h o r s . t  
Instead of the above, some prepare thirteen small rotes and dispense 
them in charity.

On this day they prepare and eat Tc'hiehree, sheep's kutlerjee 
and head, and despatch some to their relatives and friends.

Others make a decoction of chimna and wheat, and add to it 
sugar, sliced k’hopra, and poppy-seed; and hr. ing offered fateeha 
in the name of the Prophet (the blessing! &o.), they throw a small 
quantity on the top of the bouse, and eat and distribute the rest.

. * Several, not all ot the months, have some such honorary title affixed to them ; 
thus, 1st. Mohurnm ool Uuriim, or the sacred mouth 3/ohurrum; 2nd. Sv.ffur ool. 
Mooimfir, or the victorious month Suffur; 7th. Rujub 'ool-Moorvjib, or the honoured 
mouth Kuptib} 8th. Shalun ool-Maojin, or the revered month Shalan} 9th. Uumxm ool- 
UTooiarik, ortho blessed month Ilummn; 10th. Shuwal ool-Mookurrum or tha noble 
month Shuwal.

f  Calculated from the evening, on which the moon becomes visible, whence called 
I'ayze,a (the day of the moon), similar to what k’kun was in the month Mohurnm.
The first day of Suffur not beginning till sis a .k . the day following.

I  Outcasts, or at least the lowest caste of people, generally sweepers are employed 
in the meanest or dirtiest employments; so called, bemuse by them all sorts of food 
are considered lawful.

5



\ .V ^ >  'i’lici’o is m  proper reason for observing the- bathing,
clay : it is entirely a new custom, introduced by the female sex,

Thelast Wednesday of this month is termed akhrte cftaPi-hoomba,
i.e, the last Wednesday, It was on this day that the Prophet, expe
riencing, some degree of mitigation in the violence of his distemper, 
bathed, but never after; having, oil the 12th. (lay of the following 
month (vide p. 152), resigned his soultoGod. It is on this account 
cu stomary with e very .Mcosulman, early on the morning of that day, 
t o write, or cause to be written, the seven sulamn, with saffron-water, 
iiik, or rose-water, on a mango, peeptd, or plantain leaf, or on a piece 
of paper, vie. 1st. Sularnoon qowlun min ribbirmheemj Pekoe shall bo 
the word spoken unto tho righteous by a merciful Lord {Quran, chap, 
xxrxvi, Sale,*p, 806). 2nd Sularnoon alia Noohin fil alumeen * Peace 
lie on Noah among all creatures (chap, sxxvii, p. 312) 3rd. Sularnoon 
alia Ibraheem ; Peace be on Abraham (ib. p. 814). 4ih Sularnoon, 
alia Moosa wo llaroon; Peace be on Moses and Aaron (ib.). 5th 
Sularnoon alia Eoleeaseen; Peace be on Elias (ib.). '6th Sularnoon 
aihjjcoom hbtoomfu’udJchoolooha hhalideen; Peace be on' you ! ye have 
been good; wherefore, enter.ye into Paradise; remain therein for 
ever (chap, xxxix, p. 883). 7th. Sularnoon hem hvUamutla ilfu jr; 
Ic is peace—until the rising of the mom (chap, xcvii, p. 497). They 
then wash off the writing with wafer,t and drink the liquid that they 
may be preserved from afflictions and enjoy peace and happiness '

* Sale’s Koran, edition of 1825.

t  This would si: first sight seein strange, that the writing could he so easily 
effaced; but Mrs. Ali baa the following remark (vol. ii. p. 69). “ The ink of the 
“ natives is not durable; with a wet spnnge may be erased the labour of a man’s life." 
And again i '} out of reverence for God’s holy name,”, (always expressed in their letters 
nnd every other species of writing by a character at tho top of the first page, which 
is an d, or for Allah, an abbreviation for Bu Ism Allah ;  contr. Hwmillah, i e. in the 
name of God, “  written paper to bo destroyed is first torn, and then washed in water 
"  before the whole is unaltered abroad. They would think it a sinful act to burn a 
“ piece of paper on which that holy name has been inscribed.”

As oven Mr®. Meer confesses her ignorance of the composition of Indian ink, by 
observing that she has that “yet to learn,”  I hope I shall be excused for inserting here 
an excellent receipt for preparing the sa m e T a k e  of lamp-black twelve pice weight 
(six ounces); gam ar'abicfive pice weight, (twoftml a-half ounces); lleera knshieh (g -ten 
vitriol), and Maknhul (gallnuts), of each a half pice weight (two drams); and Bot-e-chU 
ria (aoootorine aloes), a third of a-pice weight (eighty grains). Boil a handful of Aev 
leaves (Melia azadirachta, Lin.) in any quantity (say one seer) of water. When boiling, 
throw into it the lamp-black (hajul) vied up in a bit of cloth. After a little while, tho 
oil which the lamp-black may have contained will be found floating on the surface ■ 
ttii.il take it out and throw away the water. Pound and sift wall the other four ingre*- 
dieuts, put them into a copper meet or cop, with the lamp-black, and with a pestle 
made of the wood of the JVem-tree, mounted at the .end to about an inch with copper,

> mix then) all together. Milka an-infusion ot.Beejaysur (Dakb), ami Msee/f«mf or
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[1.1 •'. jto ll lV r .t in g  ot tsueh ainulofca is the province of
who from icgard to God write them gratis. H 1 i

the above account, it is highly proper on this day to bathe, 
wear new clothes, use utlur, prepare /joolgooldy, off vv fate eh a over 
then? iu the name .of the Prophet, eat and distribute them, to enjoy 
•walks' to gardens, and say prayers. Some of the lower orders of 
the pec.pl© have, for their pleasure and amusement, cither in gardens 
or their own houses, dancing girls to dance and sing to them, and 
,, Cl1 m8n >us throng regale themselves on such occasions with aaynd’heo 
and othpr intoxicating beverages. m

On this day, also, tutors grant ejedees (p. 38) to the scholars ;
ViB. fiiey write a verse on illuminated or coloured paper, and insert 
at the bottom of it the name of the pupil; and giving it to the child, 
desire the latter to take and read the same to its parents. The child, 
•accordingly does so, not only to the parents but other relatives, who 
on hearing it give the scholar a rupee or two, according to their 
means, to carry to the schoolmaster.

SoWeenikurra, (Tel.) four pice weight (two ounces). Infuse for two days in boiling 
water, two pounds. Triturate the powders with a sufficient quantity of the infusion 
every day for forty days; (or five or six days ; .the longer however, the hotter;) till 
all is dissolved. Then form lossenges, dry them in the sun, and preserve for use.

A mere common process and simpler method for preparing it, ia thus detailed in 
AinsHe’e “ Materia Medioa of H indoostan— “ Take of lamp-black and gum-arabic,
“  equal quan tities, and pound them together into a very fine powder. Moisten it with 
“  the juice of the pulp of the kv.ttalay (small aloe), and rub well at intervals for two 
"  days together ; after which, form it into little cakes, put thorn on p1 utain-ietwes 
1 and dry iu the sun.” When required for use, dissolve in water.

A late publication gives another receipt for what it states to be the Persian mode of 
making ink, and that “ the finest and, most durable in the world.” It is as follows 
1 1 Take of lamp-black and (green) vitriol, equal parts : the weight of both of fine galls, 

the weight of nil three of pure gum-arabic : pulverise and triturate them on a marble 
M slab for five or six minutes, mixing water till it be of a proper con sistouoy to writ 9 with ”
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CHAPTER XVII.•'A: < ; ■ / £5 to
Concerning Bara Wufut, or tho Death of the Prophet on the twelfth day off the third 

Month liubbee-ool-tin-itli ,'■

Tte Rubbee-ool-atvul monfchis likewise denominated haripwvj’&t* 
because on the twelfth day of the month his high excellency the Pro
phet, Mohummud Moostuffa (on whom b e ! &c.) departed this life.

On this account, on the day, the following fuleeha  is observant 
bv all Moosulinan& in evoiy country, whether Arabian or foreign.
It is a duty incumbent on all of them to perform, for its virtues are 
superior to that of the mbhurrum and all other faterhae. It is there
fore but right that sijpaheeii should have leave on this occasion for 
n couple of days, to enable them to celebrate the sundul on the 11th, 
and the oors on the 12th.

Where there are! earned and scion tide men, they, either in muajuls 
or in their own houses, constantly rehearse, during tho first twelve 
days of the month, the praises, eulogies, and excellencies of Mohii Ja
in .id Moostuffa (tho peace! &c.) as contained in the sacred Huddees, 
in Arabic or Persian, and explain it in Hiudeo to the vulgar.

Bonus assemble daily in the morning or evening, either at their 
own houses or in the mosques, and read the sacred Qoran ; and 
having cooked potato ovk'lrichree, with nan am! quleeaovsk :erbirrinj, 
and arranged every one’s portion separately on the dusturkhwan, 
burning benjamin, they offer fateeha before and after dinner in the 
name of the Prophet (the peace ! &c.), and transfer the beneficial 
influences of the sacred Qoran to their souls,f

Some people keep a qudum-e-russool% (Footstep of the Prophot),

* From bara, twelve ; and wvj’at, deal h.
f  Mooinlmans concern* men to have three souls or spirits; one the Rooh-e-Sift.ua 

(lower) alias Jiooh-e-Jaree (the travelling Spirit), whoso seat during life and death ia the 
brain or bead ; 2nd. Kooh-e-moqeen (the resident spirit), which inhabits the grave-'sfter 
death ; and Srd. Haoh-e-oalme (the lofty spirit), which dwells aloft itt the heamis.

t  Tite history of the blessed foot is said to be aa follows, As the Prophet (the 
peace ! &o.) after the battle of Ohnd (one of the forty or fifty battles in which the 
Prophet had been personally engaged) was one day ascending a hill* in a rage, by the 
heat of his passion the mountain softened into the consistence of wax, and retained, 
some say eighteen, Others forty impressions of his feet. When the angel Gabriel 
(peace be unto him !) brought the divine revelation that it did not become him to get 
angry, the Prophet (the peace ! Ao.) inquired what was the cause of this rebuke?’ 
Gabriel replied, “ Look behind you for a moment and behold.” His excellency, when 
he perceived the impressions of his feet on the stoops, became greatly astonished, and 
his wrath immediately ceased. Some people have those very impressions, while 
others make artificial ones to imitate them.— Mots of-the Author,

baua-wifat. M i r ,
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vioflL> impression of a foot on stone in their houses, placed in a b o O * ..j
V wft(!:eove:t-sd with a mahikbea or tugiee covering; and tins, tney say, 

is the impression of the foot of the Prophet (the peace . &c.)
On this day stick. places are elegantly decorated. Having cover - 

ed the chest withr/togeiah and nwrbaft, they place t]ie_qudum~e-moo «- 
T'ik (blessed foot) on it, or deposit it in a taboot, and place all rountt. 
it beautiful tnoareh’huU or choim-urs; and as at the Mohurrim res ,i~ 
val, so now, they illuminate the house, have music, burn frankincense, 
wave moor ch’ fails over it. Five or six persons, in the manner o a 
song or murseea, repeat the mowlood, dvrood, Qaran, ms www>JI 
(or miracles), and wufat ncrna (or the history ot his death); the a ei 
in Hindoostanee, in order that the populace may comprehend it, and 
feel for Mm sympathy and sorrow.

In short, on the eleventh and twelfth, splendid processions 
take place, similar to the Mohurrum, shub-gusht (vide p. ltd.)

On the eleventh, in the evening, some people a little before 
sunset, perform the Prophet’s (the peace! &o.) mndul; i.e. they pmee 
one or more cups containing urgujja (Gloss.) on -one or two booraqs, 
or on a tray, or in a taboot, called muyrihdee or musjid (p. 6c s, and 
cover it with a p’hool hay ehuddur (or flower-sheet). Along with 
this they carry ten or twelve trays of mulleeda with a canopy held 

; over them, accompanied, by baja, tdsd, &c. fireworks, flambeaux, 
repeating darood and mowlood in Hindoostan.ee or Persian, and 
burning frankincense proceed from some celebrated place to the 
bouse where the qudum is. On their arrival there, having_ offered 
ftdeeha, each one dips his finger into the sundul or urgujja, and 
applies a little of it to the foot': they then spread the flower-sheet 
on the qudum and distribute the mulleeda amongst ail present,

The reason why they carry the sundul on a booraq is, that it 
was the Prophet’s steed. The booraq should not be taken out at the 
Mohurrum as is usually done j i f  would be more proper to take him 
out on this occasion, that the common people may know that it was 
OB such an animal Mohumnmd Moostu.ffa (the peace ! &c.) ascended 
into heaven j but agreeably to the Shurra, doing such things, and 
keeping such models, as well as keeping other pictures in the house, 
are unlawful The booraq is left near the qudum, until the morning 
of the thirteenth. In general, the landlord of the qudum likewise 
makes a booraq and carries out sundul on it, and all vowers â so 
have them made and bring them as offerings to the qudum.

On the twelfth, or day of Oorv. they have grand illuminations, 
and sit up all night reading mowlood, durood, Huddees, Qoran 
lehwanee; and having prepared folaoo, &o. distribute them to all.

The women, each agreeably to her means, carry some ghee, sngar, 
rjoor sweetmeats, ood, and a clmrrac/ee to the qudum, and burning

ir
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' ' ̂ jiferrktaeenHe, have> faleeaa offered there, give a little of the 
x tlm landlord, pour the ghee into; the lamp,*’ arid bring the rest home.

At the place where the foot is, they hum benjamin and 
banjamiri-pastilea daily, for the first twelve days of the mouth.

For the Prophet’s (the peace! &o.) fiteeha they usually prepare 
shmrhirrinj, as he was particularly fond of that dish, and at times, 
called it syed-aol-tuam (the prince of foods).

Some people, during the first twelve days or any day m the 
month, fill two or more koondon (large earthen pots) with sheerbirrinj 
and pooreean, which ceremony is called poor (Ml).

Some keep by them an asar-e-shurreef {%.«■ the sacred emblem), 
alias asar-e-moobarik (the blessed token), which they say is a hair 
either of the Prophet’s heard or mustaohios. This is preserved 
in a silver tube, imbedded in ubeer, and its dignity ia supposed to 
bo even greater than that of the sacred foot.

At the place where the hair is they likewise offer fateeha, 
repeat durood, have illuminations, music, «o . Most of these hairs, 
however, are impositions and counterfeits.

«  which is n large one; and .When fall, after the donors have taken their 
departure, it ia in a great measure emptied into a, vessel, for the reception uf a fresh 
unpply, iu»a the decanted ght* is roeerved for oulioary purposes



CHAPTER XYKI.
Concerning his excellency, Peer*.DuBtugeer Sahib's O eeartoeen ,*  on the eleven'll 

flay of the fourth month Rubbee-oog-S-tnee, and the putting on of the Bayree,
‘jCmuq, or Buddhee,

His high excellency Peer-e-Dustugeer (may God sanctify liis 
beloved sepulchre!) has no less than ninety-nine names: but the 
principal, and those best known, are the following: Pemm-e-Peer : 
iJou'S-ooLAnm; (iows-oos-Suvidanee; Muhboob-e-Soobhnnee; Meeran 
Mo-hy-ood-Deen ; fiyedabJ-ool-qadir-Jeelav.ee ffussnnee-ool-Hoseime.

He is esteemed the oh ;;f among wiillees, and is a great performer 
of miracles, The disciples and followers of his household are very ! 
numerous. To them at various times he appears whilst they are 
asleep, and gives lessons. The author speaks front personal expe
rience ; for to him at times of need, when ho was oppressed in mind 
concerning thing's, which he desired, he used constantly to repeat his 
ninety-nine names, and vow before the Holy God,'imploring his 
assistance by the soul of Pear-e*Dnstugeer ; and through the mercy, 
of the Almighty, his excellency Gows-ool-Azrim presented himsei’:
‘ , him in his sleep, relieved him of the perplexities which distressed 
him and vouchsafed his behests. Let those of my persuasion not 
conceive these assertions absurd or false, or that I affirm them 
with a view to raise the dignify of my peer, or to aggrandize myself j 
for should it prove true, may God's curses descend upon those who 
disbelieve it, and may their religion and livelihood be annihilated !

The noonneea consider Peer-e-DuStugeer, a great personage, | 
and in their hearts believe in him j whereas some of the eheehm, 
through ignorance, slander him, by asserting, that in the days of 
king Haroon-oor-Rnsheed, this peer, Mahboob-e-Soobhanee (may 
God ! &c.) occasioned the death of his excellency Eemam JafiuV 
Sadiq (may God ! &c.) by causing him to swallow melted lead.
This proceeds from pure malice, and is impossible; for the space 
of time which had elapsed between the days of his. excellency Eemam 
Jaffur feadiq and that of his excellency Muhboob-e* Soobhaneo, was 
no less a period than two hundred and fifty years.

The sacred tomb of Peeran-e-Peev (the saint of saints) is at 
Bagdad.

On the tenth of this month they perform his mndul, on the 
eleventh his churagan (lamps) alias oers (oblations). That is on the

# Geearween, or the eleventh.
'I1'* ■ *i\*f ’ , *>» ' / ' ‘ - • . ' ' ■ r , . ' V A. ^



• ^^eVem ng of the tenth, they carry onfc a large green Hag,
impression,1) of the hand made ou it with sundtil and .vith itlhey 
carry snndul, mutlmda, sugar, flowers, benjamin, accompanied with 
numerous flambeaux anti music, and having perambulated the 
town hi great pomp ail'd state, proceed to the place appointed, and 
there set it up. Then, having offered fateeha in the name of 
Peer-e-Dosfcugeer, they apply the flowers and sundul to the flag, 
and distribute the mulleeda, &c. to the people.

On the eleventh day they cook polaoo, &a., read Mowfood, 
Durood, and Khutuvi-e-Qoran,* offer fateeha, and distribute the 
victuals, and |it up all night, having illumination, and reading the 
Mowlood. Durood, Qoran, anil repeating the ninety-nine names of 
hia excellency Peer-e-Dastugeer.

V ' When the cholera or any plague is raging, they take out in the
above-mentioned maimer, in the name of bis holiness Peoran-e-Peer,

,. a fhtinda '(flag)', and walk about with it through every street, and 
lane, halting every now then, when the Spin is proclaimed. At 
this time Hindoos as well as Moosulmans, according to their means, 
make their presents of something or other, which they deposit ou 

; the ood-dan . Sometimes they also offer fateeha over sweetmeats or
sugar. After perambulating the city, they bring it back and set 
it up in its original place, in this way they walk about with it,, 
either one, or three, or live successive Thursdays in the month.

| Many make smell fhundae in the name of hia holiness, and having
offered fateeha over them in his name,, set them up in their, houses 
or over the doors of their houses, and that with the view of obtain
ing security from misfortunes. In general, by having recourse to 
this mean/ through the blessing of his holiness, the virulence of 
such plague is arrested.

Some people vow to this saint, that should they be blessed with 
i a son or daughter, they will make him or her his slave j and should
i; their wishes be accomplished, on the tenth or the eleventh of this

month they take a large silver hidqa (ring), alias Bayree (lit. a fetter, 
but here meant for a ring worn round the ankle), on w hich they 
annually pass a small ring. They dress some mulleeda, place .on it 
eleven small lamps made of: flour-paste, and light them with ghm 

j and red cotton wicks; and burning wood-aloes or benjamin, offer
fateeha and put them on ; if a bayree, on the.right ankle ; if a towq 
’(collar), around the neck of the child. Borne, instead of these, have 
a silver or- leathern Buddhee (belt) made, and put on. The gene
rality only prepare a small quantity of polaoo merely for the fateeha ; 
while a few have abundance of polaoo cooked, invite their relatives 
and friends, and entertain them (as also feed fuqeers) with if.

* Khutum-e-Qoran, or the finishing the reading of the whole Qoran. It, ia dono 
in two days. Vide chap, xxxix,

" '  ' ' \


