ﬁ’*, Lo

@@?ﬁz as an authority of festimony against us i5
i aseless, it

(6) The method of the Qorinic teaching is not good.

It forbids idol-worship ; but permits that of the Kaaba

i and the Black-stone. Tt orders the killin "; of the infidels,
the taking possession of their wives ana enslaving their
. children. Itotders the killing of animals and offering them
1 as sacrifice,
What benefit does it draw therefrom ? It allows man
| to eat flesh which is totally opposed to mercy.

Answer.—The holy Qordn does not permit worship-

. ping the Kaaba or the Black-stone, a worshipper of both
is just as bad as one who worships stones. As Kaaba is
a mosque built by Abraham who was an old predecessor
of the divines, all the worshippers of God bave been, there-
fore, commanded to turn their faces towards it, at the time

| they offer their prayers, in order to commemorate the fact
that they also belong to the society of Abraham, provided !
they know the side and be able to turn their faces, in their
prayers, otherwise they are at liberty to offex them, in
whichever direction they wish, God is everywhere. Adimamdi
twwalli fasamma wajh-Ullgh. ‘" Wherever you turn your
faces, there is the face of God.”’

¢« Kafiran sijda kidar pesh-i-bwlan mekardand

Hama vit siie to bid, hama sit rie to bud.”’

‘¢ The heathen who were accustomed to bow down
before idols, their faces were towards thee as thoun hast thy
face on all sides.’’ The black-stone of Kaabaewas also
touched with the blessed hands of Abraham, the leader of
the Unitarians, so to touch the stone and to kiss it in mem-
ory of this. eminent person is the example of our prophet,
based chiefly on the dedication to Abrahamic society.
Blood-shed and murder is not i itself a merit, bu't to check
the wicked and the disobedient, to break the power of
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those who persecute divine persons and who are always
ready to extirpate divine worship is surely a mercy to
them. To punish the thief, the robber, and the murderer
is reasonably to feel compassion and to show mercy to the
weak and the poor. On the contrary, to be merciful to the
wicked is really to be unjust towards others. All religions
societies agree upon this point. Moses did so. Christ
ordered his disciples to buy swords for defence. The
leaders of the Hindus killed thousands of the Buddhists,
even more than that, Siri Krishna fought battles for secular
purpases, .., heritage, in the plains of Thanesar and shed
the blood of his kinsmen, the Kshattrians, so cruelly that.
it flowed in streams.

Islam does not permit the waging of war on all the
good and the bad or to kill women and children, but
requires mercy to be shown to them. If one wishes to feed
these women and children, he is at liberty to appoint them
to do some work according to their abilities, as he being
their patron and guardian has a right over them, which is
called by our enemies as slavery. Guldm in Arabic means
simply a lad or a boy, not that they should, at any rate,
be made slaves. This kind of mercy was taught by the
great prophet who announced with great force to liberate
them and to show kindness to them.

To eat flesh and to kill animals without reason is
nowhere found in the Ooran as an obligation or duty of a
Moslem. Certainly, animal food is as freely taken by
mankind as vegetable food ; a better food is rather that

~ which suits one who takes it and that which creates pure
blood in his body.

Every person is at liberty to eat it or not. The cere-
monies of Hajj (pilgrimage to Mekka and Medina) have
been completely described in this work and seen by our i
-readers. A poor man is not commanded to offer the auimal =,
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sacrifice ; yet it is considered a meritorious deed to offer
the religious offerings after the fashion of Abraham. God
himself announnces that He is not thereby benefitad at
“all. Lan yandl Alliha Wwhivmuha wa ld dimauha, wa lakin
yanaluh-ul-taqua minkwm. ©* Their (the animal’s) blood
and flesh never reach God ; what reaches him is your piety
‘and temperance.”’ But the animals are also a good prop-
erty of man ; if they be spent in the name of God, it will
. be an evidence of our love towards Him. This is an ancient
custom that can be traced in all religions and all over the
‘world. Tt appears from the Vedas that the predecessors
« of the Ariyans used to sacrifice horses and cows. The
Kshattrians are allowed to eat flesh in the Shastras of
Manu. With the exception of few, all Hindus use it in
eating and offer it as sacrifice to their idols. Indeed, the
founder of Bodh religion used to abstain from taking it as
food in order to control his passions. A number of Hindus
has made this habit of Buddha as part of their religion.
. Even the vegetables, though inferior to ﬁ‘nimals, have life
and sense, how unjust it is then to kill the vegetables and
not to hold it as sinful, whereas the life of the animals be
held sacred, even in time of need ; and more than that, to
kill mankind who are superior to all, in battles be consid-
ered as lawful,

(7) The Qoran allows to keep several wives together
and to have countless female slaves which is licentious-
ness,

Answer.—~Nowhere in the Qordn a permission is given
to lead a licentious life or a life of unlawful lust. It an-
nounces to have one wife only, and if there may arise some
need to have more thanone, the oneis allowed to have them,
provided the equality of rights be strictly preserved. This
permission is needed to protect the social life and the
chastity+of man, as I have proved above. The*question
of female slaves has just been explained. No religion



orclers to keep one wife only, neither the Shastras of the
Hindus, nor the Old Testament, nor the Gospels; it is.
merely a custom in Europe based perhap: on soine pruy=
dent measure,

(8) The objections raised against the pure conduct of
onr holy prophet are these :—(1) To marry Zainab, the wife
of his adopted son. (2) To peimit his followers to keep
only four wivee, while jurtifying himself in having more
than nine at a time. (%' To wink at the murder of his
enemy, a Jew. (4) To put mercilessly many Jewish families
to the sword and fo* take possession of their prope:ties.

Answer.—No objection, either according to the Moha-
- medan Law, or with regard to public opinion, or in con-

formity to reason, can be raised in opposition to the mar-

. riage of Zainab. 1t being as a special case cannot be looked
 upon as liable to question. < When it is universally
. acknowledged that there ought to be a distinction between
the public and the president, between a subject apd its
king, between a leader and his followers, and the same dis-
tinction demands to specialize the orders of a magnate,
which orders recently educated persons believe to be true,
then what difficulty does there arise with regard to our
prophet and what objection con be raised against his person
if we hold his as a special case ? Further, we must see,
whether this special case was for some religious benecfit
which could be obtained chiefly through his own sacred
person or was it for the gratification of his animal desire or to
lead a licentious life.  An ill-natured enemy can find fault
. in every virtuous act and can show truth m a bad light.
5 When history proves that after the time he migrated to
Medina, he had passed the prime of life, had continual
attacks of his country-men, difficulties of every kind had
opposed him and he had a small body of helpers and com-
panions ywhose sole connection or relation with the prophet
was the high opinion they held about him and his true reli-
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gion, then it is quite unreasonable to believe that a wise
. mdn as be was, would cause the small body of his followers
to be distrus_t?ul of him, by gathering medns for the grati-
.« fication of ‘his sensual d-sires. The fact is that, his mar-

. riage with Zainab was to extend the religious instruction

of women for which, in view of the expenses of female
“teachers and of their attendance to him openly and pri-
vately, nothing better or more useful than marriage cou’d
. be devised. Many words of the Qoran indicate the truth.
In social reform women were-more particunlarly taken notice
~of. Therefore, in connection with their society, verses on
 swearing about honey, etc., are revealed in the Qoran where-
upon an impruden{'man says that, as it treats of domestic
affairs, it is not therefore an inspiration.

In answer to the last part of the objection, that is, he
cansed his enemy, a Jew, to be killed secretly, I beg to say
as [slam treats also of good government, on the requirement
of which, I have treated at full length, what else could be |
done towards a wicked and perfidious enemy who would

_not abide within law or an agreement ; on the contrary, at
~ the time of outside disturbances to be ready to take his
life. The prophets who appeared in durvesh-like appear~
‘ances, to whoin the great burden of government and control
of nations was not assigned, were indeed free from all such
things. To compare thiem with those who had to govern
people and to hold this freedom as a superiority over the
first class of the prophets is quite wrong and an unfair
judgment.

() The elegance of language which the Qoran claims
for itself does not really exist. Wrong ungraceful phrases,
omissions and changes are found in it. !

Answer.—It is because the objector is mistaken and
is unacquainted with the principles of cloquence that he
counts metaphorical language as a defect. I have already
explained all this.
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(10) The objection is raised that the New and the Old
Testaments have been abrogated and changed. But the

various readings and the abrogation of the Qordnic verses

and the loss of some of its verses at the time the Qorin was
compiled is a proof that the Qoran was abiogated.

A detailed and satisfactory answer to this objection
has already been given in this book and an opponent has
no chance to talk more about it.

(1x) Islam is not an inspired religion, the eloquent
prophet of Arabia having taken some facts and teachings
from the Jews and ‘the Christians, some from the Magi-
cians and some from the rituals of the Arabs has founded
it. See a certain story in the Old Testament, such a teach-
ing in the Gospels, a certain one in the sacred book of the
Magicians and so on.

Answer to the above.—When Islam itself declares that
it is not a new religion, it is the same prophetic system
which in lapse of time had been changed by people accord-
ing to their thoughts and rituals ; it was found in the abro-
gated form among the Arabs, the Jews, the Christians, the
Magicians and other nations and their books, was it then

possible not to find traces in the aforesaid nations and

records 2 Indeed they ought to be found in them which
is a proof of the Qoranic truth, not of its falsehood. If
this be held as falsehood, then neither Christianity nor any
other religion can be free from such a theft. Traces of
their religion are found in other systems and nations,
In short, there are other objections against Islim which
are so weak and trifling that I pass them over as quite
unworthy of notice.

L



CHAPTER TII.

SecTtioN 1,

It must be borne in mind that in many places of the
‘Holy Qordn mention has been made about the Pentateuch,
the Gospels, the Pealms and the Abrahamic records, and
a good deal has been said in their praise, their truthfulness
and their being divine records. Some subjects of the Qordn
have also been referred to them. Therefore, all Moslems
are bound to believe in them as inspired records ; because,
to consider all the prophets and all the divine books without
a distinction between them as true and faithful pioneers of
the divine truth, is a particular share or part of Islim only.
It is therefore necessary to give a brief account of them,
in order to let our readers know that the books passing by
the aforesaid names and found recently in possession of
the Jews and the Christians are the same as spoken of in
the Qoran or different from it.

The Jews and the Christians call all their sacred books
together by a general name of the Bible, a Greek word mean-
ing the book. Again, the whole code is divided into two
parts i—The first part which consists of ancient records
is called the Old Testament, the second, the New Testament.
As we call the Qoranic verses d@yat plural of ayat, so they
call them verses. The first part comprises the following
books :—The Book of Genesis which treats of the creation
of the universe in historical order from the time the heavens
and earth were created to the time of Moses.

(2) Exodus which treats of the Israelites leaving Egypt
together with some other subjects.
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(3) Lewviticus in which teachings about sacrifice, retal-
iation of murder and the lawfulness or the unlawfulness
of animals for food, etc., are given.

Rileax

(4) Numbers—In which the numbers of the tribes of
the Israclitestogather with some other subjects are treated of.

(5) Dewseronomy—Which treats of the division of

Palestine and some other subjects of less importance.

. These five books are called the Pentateuch (Taurat) which
is nearly as big as the Bostdn of Saadi.

(6) Joshua. (7) Judges. (8) Ruth—A pamphlet of

6 pages giving a story of Elimelech and his wife Naomi.

(9) L Samucl. (ro) II. Samuel. (1r) I Kings. (rz) 1l

Kings. (13) [. Chronicles. (14) II. Chronicles. (15)

 The First Book of Fzra. (16) The second Book of
Ezra which is named also Nehemiah. (1) The Book
| of Job, which treats of miseries that had befallen
. Job and of the patience with which he endured them. All

the aforesaid books are histories of the Israelites which
are full of the accounts that are opposed to one another.

(x8) Psalms of David—Which treat of the petitions
and praises of God. (19) Proverbs of Solomon in which
good advices and admonitions are given. (20) Ecclesias-
tes. (21) The Song of Somgs. A small treatise of six or
seven leaves consisting of love-songs or rather containing
some immodest words. (22) The Book of Isaiah, a Prophet.
| (23) The Book of the Prophet Jeremiah. (24) The Lam-
f entations of Jeremiah which consists of 7 or 8 pages only.
| (25) The Book of Ezekiel. (26) The Book of the Pt‘éphet
- Daniel.  (27) The Book of the Prophet Husea. (28) The

Book of the Prophet Joel. It is only of four pagss.
(29) The Book of the Prophet Amos of 8 pages only, treat-
ing of some prophecies. (30) The visions of Obadiah
m one page. (31) A small treatise of 3 pages giving
some .account of the Prophet Jomah. (32) An inspira-
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tion of Micah given in 8 pages. (33) An inspiration of
the Prophet Nahun concerning the City of Nineveh in four’
pages. (34) An inspiration of the Prophet Habakkuk'
in four pages. (35) Apb inspiration of Zephaniah in four
‘pages. (36) An inspiration of the Prophet Hagmn dur-
ing the reign of Darius, the King of Persia in one pa ge.
(37) Zecheriah’s inspiration in the reign of Darius in 16
pages. (38) An inspiration of the Prophet Malachi in
four pages, in which a prophecy about the advent of Elizh
‘is given. He lived four hundred years previous to Christ.
All these books are sometimes spoken of as Taurat. These
38 books are those that are unanimously held by the Jews
and the Christians as their sacred books. But the Samar- -
~itans. believe in the Taurat (the Pentateuch) only, that is,
 the first five books of Moses, the Book of Joshua and the
Judges, and reject the rest. All these books are in Hebrew,
“an ancient language of Judea. The Jews may have named
* them in Hebrew differently from the names 1 have given,
Translations 6f these -books have been prepared in Greek,
Latin, Arabic, and many other languages. I have only
a copy of the Urdi Bible printed at Mirzapore in 1869.

The Christians pat in the Old Testament nine other
books concerning the acknowledgment or non-acknowledg-
ment of which their .learned men of the past and the present
times differ much, as it will appear just now to our
readers. The nine books above referred to are these (1)
The Book of Astor an interesting storv of nearly 10 pages
about Esther, a Jewish lady whom Ukhsweras the king
made his wife and queen, when he became exasperated
at his desert-queen and made her cousin Mardaki who |
was also her guardian as his prime minister for one of his
acts of good-will and killed Hamdén, a bitter enemy of the
Jews, together with his wife and children. This story is
counted by the Christians as a part of the inspired books.
(2) The Book of Barug. (3) A part of Daniel’s Book I




(5) The Book of Judith.
(6) The Book of Wisdom. (7) Ecclesiasticus. (8) The
first Book of Maccabzus. (9) The second Book of Mac-
cabeeus. The Jews hold all these books as spurious and full ;
‘of false fables ; but the Christians accept them as inspired
records. : '
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N m;‘flé book of Tobias. '

The New Testament contains these books ‘=

(x) The Gospel of St. Maithew compiled by Matthew,

a disciple of Christ in which he gives a history of Jesus from

' the time of his birth dewn to that of his death. (2) Thke
Gospel of Mark in which the history of Jesus from the be-
ginning to the end has been given on the authority of others;
because Mark was not directly a disciple of Jesus but of
Peter, the disciple of Jesus. This is why Peter in Chapter
5 of his first epistle calls him his son. He was by birth a
Roman and his Gospel was written in Latin from which it
was translated into the Greek and the Syrian languages.
(3) The Gospel of Luke is also a history of Christ. Luke,

. having heard from others, has compiled it into a book-form ;
but, neither he nor his teacher Paulwas a disciple of Jesus,
as he himself declared in the beginning of his book.  For
as much as many have taken in hand to draw up a narra-
tive concerning these matters which have been fulfilled
among us. ‘‘Even as they delivered them unto us, which
from the beginning were eye-witnesses and ministers of the
word. It seemed good to me also, having traced the conrse
of all things accurately from the first to write unto thee in
order, most excellent Theophilus.”” (4) The Gospel of
Johw in which the disciple gives the life of Jesus from the
beginning to the end and the last phrase of which is this :—
“There arg alsomany other things which Jesus did, the

- which if they should be written every one, 1 suppose, even
the world itself would not contain the books that should
be written.’” These four histories—about the time of which
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there is a great difference* of opinion among the Iearncd
Chnshans—a,re called-the four Gospels. (5) The Acts of i
“the Apostles—Tt is a small history of disciples which speaks
of liow they went to certain cities where they worked mlracles
and . wondvrs ‘before the people and bore troubles and’
" persecutions from the hands of _their enemies. Who was |
the author of Acts is still “unknown. Very likely thsy
were written by the petson who was the author of the
Third (2.¢., Luke’s) Gospel; because, in the commencement
he “says —“'Th{: former treatise have I made, O Theo-
phtlus, concerning all that Jesus began both to do and
to tedch, until the day’ in which he was taken up.’’ (6)
The epistlés of the disciples and of the non-disciples, a
Udetail of which is this—13 epistles of Paul. The hrst
epistle of Peter. The first epistle of John. With the
exception of a few phrases, all 'th’ése books that are 20 in
number, are acknowledged by a grea+er part of the Chris-
tians as their sacred books; but there are seven others
which were 1£]ected by the ancient Christians zmd are held
as a part of their sacred records by recent Cliristians. (1)
Paul’s first epistle to the Hebrews. (2) Peter’s 11 Epis-
tle. (3) John's 'II Epistle. (4) John's TII  Epistle.

* 1. The comunentator Mr. Horn baving accepted that the time the
Gospels were written is not exactly known tons, writes in his commentary
Vol. IV, Part 11, chap, 2, that the first Gospel was written either in 37 cr
38 or 43 or 48 or 61 or 62 or 63 or G4 AD. Thesecond Gospel was
récorded at any time that passed from 56-—63 'or very likely in 60 or 63 ;
the third in 53 or 63 or 64 and the fourth in 68 or 69 or 70 or 97 or 08,

2. Injil is a corruption of the Greek word Iﬂgfsoz which signifies
“ to give good-tidings and to preach.”

3. The name of the 12 disciples of Jesus are these :—(1) Simon, who
is styled Peter. (2) Andrew, brother of Peter. (3) Jacob, the son of
_-Zebedee, (4) His brother Johu. (5) Philip, (6) Bartholomew. (7) Thomas-
- (8)Matthew. (9) Jacob, son of Levi. (10) Levi, whoisalso called Thaddi(11)
Simon the Canaanite,.- (12) Judas Iscariot. = Besides these, there were some
other men and women, as .Mary Magdalene, Salome and Mary, mother
of Jacob, who were sincere friends of Jesus.
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:?5) ]acob’s Epistle. (6) Juda’s Epistle. (7) The

Apocalypse of John.
7 Itmust be known that by the order of Constantinea meet-
| ingoflearned Christianswasheld in the city of Nice325 A.D.
' to discuss about the doctrine of the Trinity, the divinity
~of Christ and also about the books which were held of
| doubtful character. The learned meeting, after many dis-
| cussions and deep researches, passed an order that the
Book of Judith is only to be accepted and the rest of the
doubtful ones to be rejected. This appears in the Intro-
duction of St. Jerome*s work. The next meeting was held
at Laodicea in 304 A.D. This meeting in addition to the
book of Judith accepted seven other books the names of
which are :—The Book of Astarte. (2) Jacob’s Epistle. |
(3) 1I Epistle of Peter. (4) Both Epistles of John. (6)
The Epistle of Judah. (7) Paul’s Epistle to the Hebrews.
The Apocalypse of John was left doubtful. This order
was proclaimed everywhere by means of notice. In 397
another meeting was held at Carthage. In addition to
Augustine who was held as one of the greatest learned
men of his age, 126 other men conspicuocus for their learn-
ing took part in it. This meeting having agreed upon the
order of the previous ones added these seven books to the
list of their sacred records. (1) The Book of Wisdom.
(2) The Book of Tobias. (3) The Book of Barak. (4)
Ecclesiasticus.  (5) and (6) both books of Maccabzus.
(9) The Apocalypse of ‘John. This meeting held the Book
of Barak as a part of Jeremiah ; because Barak was really
his successor and substitute. After this three other meet-
| dings called Trellus, Florence and Trent were held which
adhered to the order of the previous meetings of Carthage.
They, however, put aside the Book of Barak from the list
of their sacred books, 1In short, all these books for nearly
12 centuries were acknowledged by the Christians as their
sacred books, till at last a new sect called the Protestant
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o —afike which Tejected and held as spunmas the Book 031
Barak, the Book of Tobias, the Book of Judith, the Booky
of Wisdom, Ecclesiasticus and both books of Maccabcau‘a.‘h |
This sect held also some, chapters of Astarte as part of -
Apocrypha for there were really 16 chapters in this book. |
of which nine chapters and some verses of the tenth they -
receive as true and all the rest they treat as Apocryphal.
Now, my readers, you might have come to know the inves-
tigations of the Christian learmed men and the reason why
they differ concerning the genuineness of their sacred
books. :

SECTION II.

Before 1 discuss the truth of the aforesaid books, I
wish to tell you the original books were lost and that you
should not wonder about it. The learned Nortan savs that
* writing was nearly unknown during the time of Moses.’”
The truth of this statement is more strictly confirmed
when we consider that (1) There was mo paper at all in
those days; several hundred years after Christ it was in-
vented and the art of writing became current. A history
printed in 1850 in London at the Press of Charles Dillon
says that ' in former times letters were engraved on boards
with large needles. Afterwards, the Egyptians, first of
all, began to write on the leaves of the Papyrus tree. Then
in the city of Pergamos a lettuce paper was invented and.
n the eighth century cotton and silk-paper was prepared.’’
(2) The Old Testament printed in 1835 says that the whole
Taurdt was clearly written on  the stomes of the altar. :
The Persian version printed in 1845 runs thus :—Wazanja
bar sangahi nuskha-c-Tawrdt-i-Musd vi ki dar hwzity-i-
Bami Isracl nawishia bid, wawisht, Although the Chris-
tians according to their usual habit have substituted the




s .
. 4%
: TE L
ﬁ

(657 )

rd Taurat with the word commandments, still what
‘have to prove is quite apparent that paper was hardly
and in those days. particularly big books like the
d Testament were perhaps seldom found among all the
ition, more than one or half of the MS., and the custom
f committing it to memory was not at all. Therefore,
oses had given the copy of the Pentateuch (which was
eld as a divine book or which was revealed to him, through
rsabriel, word by word, or which he himself wrote by inspir-
ution (be it what it may) to his learned successors who put
t carefully in the covenant ark. Every seventh year the
ox was opened and the Jews were in the habit of hearing
hereirom on their feast-days. This custom continued to
e time of Joshua. During their revolutions, while they
ometimes turned as idolators and sometimes became
ious, they lost their sacred books. Though we cannot

arely fix the exact date, there is, however, no doubt that

2 was lost before the time of Sclomon, because, when he
pened the ark, there were, then, found only two tablets
vhereupon the commandments were recorded as it appears
rom I King, 8, 9. After Solomon the kingdom of Israel
vas divided into two divisions, both of which were so
igidly given up to idolatry and infidelity that during the
eign of Ahaz altars were constructed everywhere for the
lol Baal, and the gates of the Holy Temple were closed.
‘uring these days the Temple was twice attacked. One
me the King of Egypt overran the Holy Place, looted,
sstroyed it and carried away all the things which were
Jt. - Afterwards, an apostate king of Israel again attacked

and did what his predecessors had done before. In
wrt, after the time of Solomon for nearly 400 years several
olatrous and apostate kings wundertook to destroy
oses’ religion, though in the midst of these revolutions
vo or three pious kings did also appear. But in the
ign. of Manasa atheism and idolatry spread so exces-
. ; 42
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"“’rnvely that images and idols were kept chiefly in the Tem!
oi Jerusalem, till at last Uzziah, the son of Ammon, 'I.SCEI"
ed the throne and having  sincerely repented of 1dolat1,
inclined to revive the Mosaic religion, made a good seari
for getting a copy of the Old Testament ; but found r
traces of it at all. However, in’ the eighteenth year th
priest Khilgiah claimed to have found a copy of the Pent:
teuch hidden in the Holy Temple and through Sataphen
a scribe, gave it to Uzziah, who after hearing it became yery
‘sorry at the sinfulness of the Israelites. How it is we dc
not understand that, notwithstanding all kinds of gooc
searches, neither Uzziah the king, nor any other persor.’l
¢ould find the copy of the Pentateuch in the temple, bui
Khilgiah obtained it. Hence it is quite certain that during
the long space of 18 years he went on gathering the event:
“and stories which had connection with Moses. = When hel
got it all done, he proclaimed to the public that he founc
it hidden in the temple. When the king died and hi
son ascended the throne, he turned apostate and spreac
atheism. But shortly after this, an Egyptian king caught
him. Next to him, his brother Yahoyakin sat on the
throne and turned as an-apostate to the Jewish religion
After his death, his son Jehoiakim came to the throne
Then Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon, came up to hi
country, took him as captive, destroyed the Holy Templ
and placed his uncle Zedekiah in his place. When Zede
kiah also rebelled against Nebuchadnezzar, he, for th
second time, attacked the land and completely demolishe:
the Holy Temple. Thousands of the Israelites were put t
the sword ; numberless people were made slaves and th
cities Galleli and ']erﬁs'alem' were also razed to the grounc
In these revolutions the Pentateuch (if it be granted tha
the original Pentateuch or Very likely thé work of Khi
.qiah was still preserved) and all' other books were los
altogether from the face of the earth. /‘\hi-l Kltab I mea
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«& Jews and the Christians, agree upon this fact. After
s, the prophet Uzair who lived 456 years previous to
arist, whatever he wrote according to his memory the
hristians and the Jews call the Pentateuch, and which,
ough not free from mistakes, was also lost when Antio-
s attacked and destroyed the land. How is it that
Je Taurat which Ezra had prepared, was not free from
Eistakes? Because in I and TI Chronicles, which, ac-
ording to the Christians and the Jews, he wrote with the
elp of Haggi and Zecheriah, he differs from Taurat con-
‘erning the number of  the children of Benjamin., The
wmber he gives in the Pentateuch, by mistake is 1o,
while in the Chronicles, he gives it sometimes three and
sometimes five.  The attack of Antiochus on the Holy
[Land took place 161 years prior to the time of Christ and
lasted for 31 years, as it is apparent from histories which
‘treat of the time. Maccabgeus I, Chap. 1, says that Antiock,
Sing of Europe,* came up to Jerusalem, burnt all the books
of the Old Testament and passed an order that whoever
has these books in his possession and celebrates a ceremony
iccording to the Laws of Moses, will be put to death.
‘Three times, every month, house-searches were made for
‘he aforesaid purpose. Mr. Mills of the Catholic Church
vrites in page 115 of his book which was printed in 1884

|1t Derby, that learned men agree upon this that the original
| (opy of the Pentateuch and likewise of the Old Testamentt

vere lost, at the time Nebuchadnezzar destroyed the ity

L vy

e

+  * The King of Italy, whose capital was Rome. Tt was a Very howerfui
ngdom of Casar’s, who ruled Egypt, Syria and all Europe, All Cassars
ho lived prior to Constantine the Great were idolators and Were bitterly
'posed to the Jewish religion.  Jesus was born in their reign, Syria and
fe Holy Land were a part of their empire. By the order of the Governor
¢d on the back-biting of the Jews, |esus was caught and; 45 the Chivis.
s say, was crucified,

Adter this; the disciples of Jesus and their followers,

the pious Chyis-
s, were persecuted to such an extent that one shude y

ers at hearing it.,

-
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d nﬂalem and the Holy Temple, and the true o )
‘thése books which' were prepared by Eara were destrm- :
in the revolution of Antiock, the king of Italy. In suct
_case, there was no other course left to acknowledgﬁ the'
books than the witness of Christ and his disciples. It il'
judgrnent not based on reasonable propositions, to &

' that between Ezra and Antiock there Is @ space of seveg.

“hundred years, that during this time a great number L

‘books might have been spread, that the murder of i |
.+ Jews, chiefly of Judea, cannot be the cause of the loss i
their sacred books, and that if a king were to burn, tl
Qorﬁns in Turkey and Arabia, how could he be said to hav
danc so in Petrsia, Afghanistan and India, because even 1
it be granted that the Old Testament dlid exist in that age
. there could not have been more than one or two copie

" only.  There was no press to multiply the number of book
to. hundreds and thousands, nor was there paper to writ)

To . bind living persons with red hot iron-bars or to put them into fire <
to cause wild beasts 1o tear them to pieces was an ordinary affair of the dax
During ‘the teign of one of these Cwmsars, a few pious Christians calie’
As-habi-Kahf (people of the cave), had concealed themselves in a cavi
+In these days of disturhance, it is not unreasonable, if the original Gosp
revealed to Jesus might have been lost, It is yery likely that after ),
death of Jesus, people began to write his life .and other facts r.‘onnect:‘
with his followers which they called the Gospels. A
+ The truth of my statement can be. ascertained by the fact th
when Nebuchadnezzar  annihilated the Old Testament that hacl come c]o'
| to the Jews for hundrecds of years, so that if there would not have hE‘
Tzra, no trace of the book, in accordance with the statement of Ahl-i- I\ll‘«
would ‘have been found on the face of the earth, then the time oi 400 su,L
the atiack of Antiock passed and the Jews dufing that time had 1
obtained the prosperity they had in their early ages. Therefore, it
impossible to consider that hundreds and thousands of copies of Tau
might have ‘aprt‘dd among the Jews and reached from E:st to West, -
it is right to® pass, the opinion about the books that they cannot |
annihilated during the disturbance of Antiock..  As Nebuchadnezzar ).
destroyed Tausat of 1,000 years, much more than it was possible
Antiock to destroy Taurat of 4oo of Ezra, during the assaults which las &l
continually for tbree years and-a-halfi :
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“ndreds of manuscripts, nor was the art of writing exten-'
ely current. A very small country belonged to the Jews.
3y had not spread all over the world at that time. So
fompare them and their book with the Mohamedans
;; their book the Holy Qcrdn is quite  unreasonable.:
¢} truth of my statement will be manifest to my readers
v they consider that, while the sacred records revealed

. Abraham and other prophets were lost, it is not wonder-
t that many of the books named after the prophets of the
raelites, the references of which are hitherto found in the
1 Testament, might have been lost from the face of the
arth, during the aforesaid revolutions.  The names of the
woks are these : (1) The Book of War of the Lord, a ref-
remce to which is found in Numbers r il v W G- HE N V5
Book of Jashar referred to in Joshua ro, 13. (4) and (5)
The three Books of Solomon, one of which contains 1,500
Psalms. The second was a History of Creatures. 'The
third contained 3,000 Proverbs, some of which are still found ;
« veference to all these hooks is given in I King, 4, 32, 43.
(6), The 'book on the Methods of Government by Samuel
referred to in 1 Samuel, 1o, 23, (7) The History of Samuel ;
The History of Nathan the prophet; The History of Gad
he seer ; a reference to these three books is given in 1
Chronicle, 29, 29." (10) The Book of Samaiyah. (1) The
Book of: Iddo the seer. (12) The Book of Ahijah the pro-
sligt s the Visions of Iddo the seer ; a reference to the last two
s s found in 11 Chronicle, 9, 2y. (14) The History
i Jehu, a mention of which is made in 1] Chronicle, 20, 34.
15}/ The Book of Isaiyah, in which the Acts of Uzziah, the
sng from the first to the last were given, a reference to
vhich is found in II ChI‘OﬁiCle, 26, 22. (16) The Visions of
{ezekiah the prophet referred to in {1 Chronicle, 32, 32.
17) Jeremiah’s Lamentations for Josiah spoken of in II
hiomicle, 35,25, (18) The Booksofthe Chronicles mentioned
1 Nehemiah, 12, 23; Joséfus, a Jewish historian points out




(602 )

"two other books of Hezekiah. All these books are 20 |

number, on the loss of which all thelearned Christians ar
the Jews are agreed and are sorty forit.  But the Cluif-.tia

" of recent ddys, according to the Urdu proverb muddai su;

gawah chust, i.e., ‘*the claimant is slow in proving b
claim, but his witness is so active that he exceeds the lin
of the claim,’’ forge the statement that these books we
not inspired books, theréfore their predecessors did ne
preserve them. In like manner, there were eight oth(
books, named after Moses, some of which were used by th
Christian Fathers as authority and which are now los!
altogether.. The names of which are these :—(1) "I1 Psalms.
(2) 2 Job. (3) Book of Visions. (4) A small book ot
Genesis. (5) Book of Ascension. (6) Book of Secrets.
(7) Testament. (8) Book of Agreement. Hence Origen
says, that Paul quotes from Genesis in Gal., g, 5,and 16, 15;
and that Juda’s epistle, verse, g, is quoted from the Book of
Ascension. This has been stated by Lord Turney in his
Commentary, Vol. II, page s1z. It is- not strange
that besides this, the rest of the books given above, may
have been used as authority. The answer e_f the’ recent
padrees to the efiect that these books were not held as
inspired is an excuse worse than sin, for the reason they
give of their not being inspired is simply this that, they
were historical books written by the prophets, for which
there was no need of llt‘ipl'l'dt.lun

Answer.—The books, the J{‘W‘: and the Chnsnam hold|
as inspired records, were also written by the above-men-
tioned prophets, who nowhere say, that they wrote by i_ns-"-:
piration. Besides this, what doés inspiration mean iny)
writing histories ? If true {facts are meant, what parti-
cularity or speciality belongs to these books alone ? = All:
true histories of the world should be held as inspired ones.’
If it be meant that in them nothing given on the author-
ity of others, but that they were purely divine revelations,




| then the  books which are recently held as inspired ones,
are, not really so ; because both Luke and Mark write on
the  authority of others and give references in their
Gn.?spels from other historical books. We find nothing of
ingpiration n these books, which are not to be found in
others, although the authors of the latter were also the
same. Hence the padreés are responsible for making a
distinction between both, else we will not take notice of
a guess at a venture.

My readers, after you have known all this, T put before
you some just argumenss from which it may be quite evi-
dent that they were not written by Moses. (1) These
books contain many subjects which clearly show that they
were recorded long after Moses.

Proof First.—Deuteronomy 34 shows that several
hundred years after, some one appeared who wrote them
asit is given in Deuteronomy, 34, 5. ‘‘ So Moses, the servant
of the Lord died there in the land of Moab according to the
word of the Lord, and he buried him in the valley in the
" land of Moab, over against Bethpeor, but no one knoweth
of his sepulchre unto this day.’’

Proof Second.—~Genesis 35, 21. ‘And Israel journeyed
and spread his tent beyond the tower of Eder. Although
Eder is a name of the minaret 'which was on the door of
Jerusalem. During the time of Moses there was no trace
of it at all; it was made several hundred years after
him,

The Third Proof.—* And the Lord hearkened to the
voice of Israel and delivered up the Canaanites, and they
utterly destroyed them and their cities and the name of
the place was called Hormah.’’ (Numbers 23, 3.) The
event referred to in the above-mentioned verse had taken
pliace neither in the time of Moses, nor in that of Joshua ;
but after the time both of them had passed away ; because
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Moses had not reached Canaan, then how had he destroyed
them and their cities? The commentators among the
Jews and the Christians being helpless at these places are
compelled to admit that these sentences were added by
Ezra. But this would be acceptable had there been a
satisfactory proof for it ; else to name Ezra is simply a guess
and is futile. He does nowhere say that certain phrases
are his, nor does he mark out a distinction between his
and Moses’ word ; all the statements are continually alike.
It appears on studying the Psalms and the Books of Nehe-

miah, Jeremiah and Ezekiah that the method of writing §
books and the expressions of the authors of those ages were

just the same, as they are now, that is, whenever the authoy
writes about himself, he generally uses the first person,

thongh sometimes also the third. DBut in the Pentateuch
from the beginning to the end the first person is nowhere |

used. 1f %he Taurat be compared with a history in which
the acts of some one be given years after him, there would

be no difference found between them. This is the case |
also with the rest of the prophets’ books. Although it is |
difficult to quote all the places of this kind, but for the sake 3

of example, I give here some of them. Exodus 1, 11, says,

“* and it came to pass in those days when Moses was grown
up, etc.  (15) When Pharaoh heard this thing, he sought |
to slay Moses, but Moses fled from the face of Pharaoh........ 4
From 3
the commencement to the end, all the book is written in
this style. All other books ascribed to the prophets are §
also recorded in like manner, So in Joshua x; 1, it is §

L

and Moses was content to dwell with the man.

said, ‘¢ it came to pass after the death of Moses, the servant

of the Lord, that the Lord spake unto Joshua, the son of §
Nun, Moses’ minister, saying, ete.”” Again, in Joshua,
Chap. 2. ‘‘And Joshua, the son of Nun, sent out of Shit- 3
tim two men,”’ etc. Also, in Ruth some unknown person j

Y 14 i »
describes a story of Naomi, a Jewish woman’s daughter-

!
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indaw Ruth saying that ¢ Elemelich Naomi’s husband |\
died and she was left and her two sons and they took | '
- wiyes of .the women  of Moab, the name of the one was '« = (i §
Orpah and the name of the other Ruth,”” etc. In like Sl

manner, the style of the Book of Samuel clearly shows that
it is some other person who writes the story of Samuel
and who having finished the history of Hannah, mother
of Samuel, says thus :-—'°And it came to pass that the
time was come about, that Hannah conceived and bare
a son and she called his name Samuel, etc.”” So is the
case with all the other books of the 0Old Testament. These
books have many subjects creating defect in the Holy
1}ilature of God, His angels, and His prophets, which i5 im-
possible from divine records ; because they are for the pur-
pose of leading men to salvation, not to darkness. Hence
it is proved that they are not inspired records from God.
In addition to the above, there are several other testimo-
i mies which prove that the Books of the Old Testament are
; not divine.

Fiyst Testimony.—Genesis 1, 26, says that God created
man in His own likeness, and there are several other places
‘which speak of man in the same terms. This shows that
God has body and that He is changeable, though He is
far from such defects. '

Objection.—The Qoran proves God as having face and
hands, ete. '

Answer—There is a great difference between this
and the body referred to in the Bible as we have already
detailed.

Second Testimony.—It is written in. Genesis 3, 22,
““ And the Lord God said, behold the man is become as one
of us to know good and evil. And, now, lest he put forth
his hand and take also of the tree of life and eat and Jive
for ever.’” Several evils arise from these statements.
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(1) There are more than one God. (z) In knowledge and
perception Adam became like unto God. (3) God became
afraid of the everlasting life of Adam. Il !
Third Testimony.—Genesis 6, 6, says that ‘it repent-
ed the Lord that He had made man on the earth and it
grieved Him at His heart.”” This proves His ignorance
and helplessness in the matier of creation. _"r
Fourth Testimony.—In Exodus, Chapters 16 and 20,
Leviticus, Chapter 26 ; I1 Samuel 7, 22, and Exodus 24, '1;
King 22, it is given that the Lord descended the clouds
and stood at the door of the Tabernacle : that fire broke
out of his mouth and smoke out of His nostrils ; that he
taking a ride upon a cherubim flied up into the air; that
Israel’s seventy great persons openly saw the Lord sitting
on a chair with Moses and His garment was as white as|
snow and the hairs of His head were as pure and clear as
wool. What a category of stupid statements is all this !

Fifth Argument.—Genesis 32, 24, says that Tod wrest-
led with Jacob until the breaking of the dayand that Jacob
did not let Him go until He blessed him. Rev. Pfaunder
in his Miftah-ul-Asrar calls this wrestler God.

Suxth Argument.—Exodus 20, 5 and 34, 7 and Jere-
miah 32, 18, *‘ speak of God as visiting the iniquity of the
fathers upon the children, upon the third and upon the
fourth generations of them that hate Him. What a curi-
ous sort of justice it is on the part of the Lord God to
punish one for the other! Swubhan Allihi amma vasifin.
“ Holy is God from what they impute to Him.’’

With regard to angels it is recorded in Genesis 18, 8,
‘“and he took butter and milk and the calf which had
been dressed and set it before them and he stood by ther
under the tree and they did eat.”” When angels eat anc
drink, all the animal desires and lusts which are incum
bent on food, ought to be found in them. Where is, then
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! the holiness of the angels from the desires to be found ? And
how can we call them as sacred and holy beings?
ARG 'Now, listen to me, my readers, what the sacrecd books
say: about the prophets of God.
| First  Argument.—Genesis 9, 2I, says that [ Noah
. drank of the wine and was drunken and he was uncovered
| within his tent,”” and his sons covered the nakedness of

.,{reir father.

Second Argument.—It is written in Genesis 109, 33-36,
‘at Lot after drinking wine committed adultery with his.
vo daughters and this happened twice.

Third Avguments+Jacob putting *‘the skins of the
tids of goats upon his hands,’” told a lie and to deceive his
father gave his name as Esau. All this story is given in
(:enesis 27.

Fourth Argument.—Genesis 34, says that Shechem the
son of Hamor committed adultry with Dina the daughter -
of Jacob, whereupon Jacob’s son deceived Hamor and
Shechem saying that they agree to give their sister in

_marriage to him, on condition that every male of them be

. circumcised. So when all the people were circumeised and
‘the sons of Jacob availing themselves of this chance, pre-
vailed against the poor people, cruelly put them to death,
plundered their property, enslaved their wives and children ;
__l)ut Jacob far from prohibiting his children to do this, did
not even express his displeasure towards such a wicked
act, '

Fifth Argument.—Itis in Exodus 32 that Aaron through
the enticement of the Tsraelites made an idol of golden
jewels in the absence of Moses, caused all the people to
worship it and ordered them to offer sacrifices to it saying
it is your God, which brought you out of the land of Egypt.
It is the same Aaron who had seen the Lord God face to
face, had talked with Him and had been appointed in His
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house to the priest’s office, still he caused others to wor- |
ship idols. How shameful was this act on his part ! j
Sexth Argument.——I11 Samuel 11, says that David
ascended the roof of his house and having caught 51ght of
Bint Sheba, the wife of Uriah, who was then bathing, fell
a-lusting after her, sent messengers for her. When she
came in unto him, he committed adultery with her. So
she was conceived. Then David under some preteni’
<aused her husband to be put to death. Upon this wick:
act of him, Nathan the prophet gave unto him a seve |
‘warumg from God. It is the same David whose Psdlnﬁ.,
are held as part of the Holy Bible, who is one of the grez
grandfathers of Jesus and is a follower of God, althougl
he was an adulterer and a deceitful man, §
Seventh Argument.—Solomon in opposition to a strict
prohibition from God, took the idolatrous women of the'
Moabites, Ammonites, ete., as his wives, turned so licen- |
tious that he gathered »oo wives and 300 concubines, and |
lastly he clave so much unto these in love, that they turned
away his heart after other gods, built temples for them
and turned a heretic, in the last part of his life. (I Kings'
3, 12.) It is the Solomon whose proverbs and Song of
Songs are held by the Jews and the Christians as parts of |
the inspired récords, concerning whom God had said *‘ Lo !
1 have given thee a wise and an understanding heart, so
that, there hath been none like thee, before thee, neithen
after thee, shall any arise like unto thee.”’ 1In short, there’
are many other proofs of this kind in support of my state-
ment that the sacred books of the Ahli-Kitib are not
ingpired and divine and therefore should not be trusted.*’

Fourth Reason.—These books contain subjects which
are opposed to one another and which are far from being_‘l"

* In the Qoran, God expresses His Holy naturt, ihe amgels and the!
prophets as free from such defects.
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held) as parts of inspired records, and it is evident that one
of the two opposite statements must be wrong. | The com-
mentators of the Ahl-i-Kitab being helpless at such places
hav;'e to say that they are errors of copyists which they call
varjious readings. But these various readings (Rev. P.
Pfagunder accepts in His Discussions printed at Ak-
barabad) exceed the number 100,000, since he writes in
| his{ book page 53 that Griesbauch counts the erroneous
Tafees to be 150,000., In Cyclopedia Brittanica, Vol. 10,
" ider the heading of Scriptures, it is given that the fearned
‘enstien holds the aforesaid errors to be more than 1,000,000,
ow, when these great investigators of truth agree that
1eére are errors in the ®eriptures, then, what importance and
veight can be attached to the denial of the Christians and
<he missionaries of recent days ? _

Now, in order to prove the abrogations (tahrif) in the
Seriptures we need not quote the erroneous places, nor
ought we to discuss thé question at full length, in answer
 to Imad-Uddin’s statements. (1) That they are the errors
of copyist: and not intentional changes ; and (2) that ten
ot twelve fictitions things cannot render the whole boolk
Spurious.

He further says :—~What harm if contradiction happens
in one or two places 2 And what difficulty arises if one
place differ from the other ? The sense is the same. (3)
How do these objections prove abrogation ?  (4) Maulvi
‘Rahmat Ullah does not seem to understand the sense of
“he expressions. If it be supposed that the oppositions

;{{ist in them, what defect can they produce in the Serip-

ares P All these answers are so poor and weak that every
wise and intelligent person begins to think that these books
are uly fictitious writings.

Fifth Reason.—The style of these books is immodest
and entirely unenlightened and quite unfit to satisfy the
piritual desires of the soul. They are good prescriptions



ﬁggravaft licentious propensities and Satanic thoughts
a few of which as specimens of the rest, 1 quote herea for

my readers. } .
"In Isaiah 42, 14. God’s Word stands thus :—% ol §
have long time holden my peace ; 1 have been still andjre-
frained myself ; now I will cry out like a travailing woman ;
I will gasp and pant together.”” Again, in the Lamen-
tations of Jeremiah 3, the Lord God has been represented
45 a bear andalion. In Ezekiel 23, **the word of the Il
came again unto me saying son of man there were &
women, the daughters of one mother. And they comm.
ted whoredoms in Egypt ; they committed whoredoms .
their youth ; there were their breasts pressed and ther
they bruised the teats of their virginity. And the name
of themn were Obola the elder and Oholibah her sister ; anc
they became mine and they bare sons and daughters.’’ In
]eremmh 3. “They say if a man put away his wife and she/
go from him and become the wife of another man, shall he'
return unto her again, shall not that land be greatly pol-
luted ; but thou hast played the harlot with many lovers
yet return again to me.’’ Let it be granted that the senls‘f"
taken hiere is different from what 1t seems to be ; still the '
language is immodest and the words defective. Again,
in Isaiyah 23, 17. “ And shall return and shall play the
hatlot with all the kingdoms of the world upon the face |
of the earth, and her merchandise and her hire shall be
holiness to the Lord. It shall not be treasured nor laid
up ; for her merchandise shall be for them that dwell by ¢4
the Lord to eat sufficiently and for durable clothin e:‘-.,_.
How pure and lawful property was given for the expen X,
of the pious people! Is this what they call inspiration'.
Again, Ezekiel 23, 19,20. * Yet she multiplied her whore-
doms remembering the days of her youth, wherein she had
played the harlot in the land of Egypt. And she doted
upon her paramours, whose flesh is as the flesh of asses anc
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[ whose issueis like the issue of horses.””  Again, in the

| Scng of Songs 4, 10, How fair is thy love, my sister, my
brde,’”” There are lots of indecent comparisons and
stitements like these in the Scriptures, at the study of
wiich pious women must surely lower their eyes for shame.

! Sixth Rceason.—With regard to the authors of these
" ‘mkwnd the time they were compiled, the Jewish and the
“ristian investigators are of quite different opinions from

O nich it appears that it is simply a guess at venture that
iese are held as productions of the prophets ; no satisfac-
bry or a reasonable®proof can be given for it. It is only
: conjecture.  Concerning the Pentateuch a statement of
’”lex.mder Gidious has | been quoted 'in the Cyclopedia
’enny Vol. X, which stands thus :—There are three points
hat I have come to know with certainty. (1) The recent
P(*?Iltatf!l){.h was ‘never ‘written by Moses. ' (2) Tt was
‘written by some one else in Canzan or in Jerusalem long
after Moses, (3) It was not produced before the time of
David. With regard to the Book of Joshua, there is
also a'great diversity of opinions, Some call it as the
production of Joshua. Dr. Lightfoot holds it to be written
‘by Fenehaus and Mr. Colvin by Ezra, and Dantal by Sa-
muel and Mr. Henry by Jeremiah.  In like manner, about
the Book of Judges there iy a great difference of opinion

' among the learned men. Some hold it to be by Ezekiel,
| some by Jeremiali and some by Fenehaus, though there is
| ‘a'space of nearly nine centuries between Ezra and Fene-
havs.  This is why the Jews being helpless in this matter,

. consider it as produced by Samuel. Concerning the Book
. of Ruth there is also a great difference of opinion among
the learned men. Some call it as production of Ezekiah,
! on which supposition it cannot be considered as inspired
4 one.  Others call it the work of Ezra. The Jews and
! many Christians consider it to be written by Samuel.
! Catholic Herald, Vol. 7, page 205, says that the Book of




Ruth treats of the family troubles and affairs and the Book -
of Jonah is simply a story, i.e., both are not to be triced
upon.  With regard to the Book of Nehemiah learned nen
differ much; many of them call it as the production of
Nehemiah, and Chrysotem, etc., consider it to be writen
by Ezra. But as it contains an account of Darius the Kng
of Persia who lived a century after the time of Nehemih. .
therefore, being helpless at this, call it a fictitious boo .
written in after-time by some one else and named aft
him. = Also concerning the Book of Job people differ muct
Michael and Bishop Stock, etc., are of opinion that Job -
@ supposed name, not a real person and the book is a fable
Those who hold Job as a real person differ about the tim
of his existence. Some consider him as one who livee
previous to the time of Abraham, some hold it to be during
the time of. Moges, some of Judges, some of Jacob, some of!
. Solomon, some of Nebuchadnezzar, others hold him as one
who lived during the reign of Ard Sher, the King of Persia.
About the author of the book, people differ also. Some
hold him to bs Alyahid, some Job, some Moses, some
Solomon, some Isaiah, others suppose him to be an un-
known person who lived in the reign of the King Manasse.
Some call it to be of Ezekiel, others of Ezra. ILearned men
diifer regarding the production of the Psalms. Origen and
Augustine hold all of them to be written by David.
Whereas Jerome and Eusebius and other learned men
reject this opinion, call the author of over thirty Psalms as
unknown ; from go to g9 Psalm they consider as the pro-
duction of Moses ; 71 of David ; 12 of Azaf, 1 of the three
sons of Qiraj, 88 of Haman, 8¢ of Nathan, 3 of Juduthan
and 127 of Solomon. The proverbs of Solomon are also
treated in the same manner. This difference of opinion
has come down from a long time and is so great that
Rev. Plaunder, a representative of the P.a.uliner religion,
being helpless, has to acknowledge it in his Mirzan-ul-Haqq.
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farunders—Although the writers of some of the old
Tes tament books are unknown to us, still in consequence
| -of L.t’he witness borne by Christ and the arguments upheld
in favour of the books we are certain that all of them were
written with the aid of inspiration (page 54, Sec. 3, Chap. 1)
In|like manner, in ‘¢ The End of Religious Discussions,”’
: prénted Akbarabad 1855, page 36, he says with regard to
sorme of the books, we do not know the prophets who wrote
them. Sefdar All and padree Imad-Uddin and other
- Chyjristian writers, in answer to our objections, produce the
witness of Christ and the acknowledgment of their prede-~
ce/'ssors, which we will consider further on in the next sec-
tion and see whether they are right or wrong in their state-
ments, | For the present, I need not quote the differences
| gegarding the other books, while the representative of our
opponent himself accepts them to exist in these books.

For the reasons above referred to, it seems to us that
| this Taurat was written several hundred years after Moses
by Jewish elders in which both right and wrong events
| about Moses are given, including ' some commandments
of ‘the original Pentateuch which had reached them orally
or through some other books, and some stories concerning
heaven an. earth, etc. Wa Allahw aalom *° The true
knowledge of everything belongs to God.'’

Discussions and inquirvies on the New Testament —TIn
the Old Testament subjects are occasionally found.of the
original book and some historical events recorded by reli-
gious elders of the latter ages, all of which are named by
Ahli Kitab (People of the Book) as the work of Moses
and the book which he wrote through the help of divine
inspiration and gave to the Levites as it is given in Deute-
ronomy 31, 24. °‘‘And it came to pass when Moses had
made an end of writing the words ‘of this Law in a book,
until they were finished, that Moses commanded the Levites,
Take this book of the Law and put it by the side of the

43
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Ark of the covenant of the Lnrd your God.’* Whereas,
swhat the Christians call the Gospels were revealed ne1the to
Jesus through inspiration, nor were they produced jby

Him, nor were they compiled in his time, but long after
he passed away, people collected narratives about the acts
he did, the miracles he had wrought and the admonitipns
he had given to the Jews. The authors of the two of tthe
so-called Gospels are those who never saw Jesus with tleir
own eyes, one of whom is Mark and the other Luke, eyen
more than that, the teacher and the religious leader | of
" Luke, I mean Paul himself, had never been in the societ)ﬁof
Jesus. Hence these two persons write things which w

handed down to them orally and which have no connech({m
with inspiration at all, as it appears from the commencm{rg
verses of their books. The other two writers, if they arie
the same Matthew and John who were disciples of Jesus,
then they wrote some of the events they had witnessec
and some, which they had heard from others. In many
places of their writings wrong references are given con-
cerning the Pentateuch and the 'books of the prophets,
that such and such a subject is written in a certain place
although no ftraces are found therein. Hence, these books
have the same kind of connection with Jesus as Sikandar
. Nama has with Alexander the Great, or the Hindus’ Boock
Ramain has with Ram Chandar, or Milton’s Paradise
Lost has with Adam and Eve. Therefore, he who calls
these Gospels as the work of Jesus is also warranted to call
Paradise Lost as the work of Adam. Now, it remains to
be seen whether there was really any Gospel given by
Jesus himself which had been lost in the Tribulations, or
whether it means simply a teaching, <.e., Jesus’ teachings
and preachings were called by the name of the Gospels.
So far as we have considered the matter, it appears to us
that during the lifetime of Jesus himself there was also a
book spoken of in the Qoran, a proof of which exists in
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i e, < And he said unto them go ye into all the |

i 1. and preach the Gospel to every creature.” Itappears. .0

Bt a.Gospel, a trace of which is found in Paul’s Epistle to
iy \Galatians 1, 12, ** For I make known to you, brethren,
wivsouching the Gospel which was preached by me that it
Lsenot after man ; for neither did I receive it from man,
i was T taught it, but it came to me through revelation

‘Jesus Christ.”  Again, in the same chapter he warns
yue first Christians saying that there are some persons who
. ;ant to pervert the~Gospel of Christ, but if either we or

.0 angel from heaven might cause you to hear a Gospel

ther than what we did cause you to hear, he might be

this statement that during the lifetime of Jesus, there

sursed.  In the next chapter, verse 14, complaining against :

Peter and Barnabas, he writes thus ;—*° But when I saw
that they walked not uprightly according to the truth of
‘the Gospel.”” We come to know many truths from this
‘drawn as conclusion.(x) That Paul had a Gospel of Jesus
‘other than the four recent ones ; for the Gospels of Luke;

Mark and John had not hitherto been compiled and the

‘remark of Paul that he' did not receive it through man,
cannot be applied to that of Matthew, because had that

\been -meant, it would have come to him through me.

/(2) That in those days also there had appeared men among

jthe .Christians who had perverted the Gospels. Now, my
qeaders] how the Christians daresay * and what object had
/they in view, by interpolating the Gospels”*? T give 1easons
‘to show how the Gospel of Christ was lost. (1) Because
,the . custom of writing was very seldom practised in those
.days and paper was rare. The writing was perhaps done
‘on leaves of trees or on some such materials as it appears
from the sta‘tement_s of the historians. (2) In the second

‘and first centuries the Christians were generally poor and

‘in narrow circumstances and their number was very limit=

':fed. Wherever the disciples of Jesus went, there some



(676 )

calamity befel them. TIn addition to all this, the P¢
and emperors of the age had turned as bitter enemil '/ '
them and a general murder of them had commenced. &

happened ten times to the Christians and lasted conti

ially for 300 years. First it happened in A. D. 64 duiv "
the reign of Nero, a king of Europe, inwhich Peterand P!

etc., were put to death. For the second time in the re !

of Judician. This cruel king caused a good deal of blod:

shed and John the disciple was put to exile.” The thi
occurred during the reign of Trojan and lasted 18 yeay
In short, thesc murders had taken place ten times, in whic '
churches were demolished and the surface of the earth wal
dved with blood and books were burnt to ashés after carefu”
search, In answer to the said question the padrees sayl |
that, notwithstanding the cruel treatments and persecu-
tions, the Christians and their sacred book the (Gospel had,
spread in many countries; then how was it probable for'
the books to have been lost from the world. In reply to’
all the said defence I declare unhesitatingly that from the:
time of Moses to that of Nebuchadnezzar, the Jews had .
gained so much prosperity, wealth and expansion of their?
government that the Christians had not obtained even'
half of that within three centuries. While the Pentateuch
had been lost in one tribulation from all the surface of the!
earth, so that, if there had been no Ezra, no trace of ity
would have been found upon it, what wonder, if the
poor and helpless Christians might have lost the Gospel ini
the fore-mentioned manner during so many awful tribu-
lations ! It is quite wrong to pass judgment upon those’
times, in speculation of these days, a clear proof of which:
is also based upon the fact that many books of the time;
are now totally lost as it is written in John 21, 24. ¢ This:
is the disciple which beareth witness of these things and
wrote these things.”” No trace is now found of the books
the aforesaid disciples of Christ wrote. In liké manner,”




‘the prefa.ce of Luke’s Gospel shows that there were also
~others in those days who wrote Gospels concerning the
Jlife ﬁ}f Jesus, an account of which is given in the commen-
tar‘.és of Henry, Scott, Dwali and Cherdment. Moshem
. theTHlstunan in his work, Vol I, printed in 1832, writes
with regard to-the Nazarenes am_’f Abiunians, two Christian
sectis, that they had another Gospel in addition to what we
ha\’fc, résp_ecting which our learned men differ.®

' (3) In the-first century the Christians seem to have

‘felt an inclination to write Gospels., These evangelists

having perverted Christ’s Gospel had tried to spread
their own productions as appears from St. Paul’s
writing. Therefore, it is evident that many Gospel: had
oeen written in the earliest centiry of Christ’s mission.
When therefore, the original Gospel had been lost in the
aforesaid tribulation, . the simple-minded Christians had
contented themselves with the Gospel which had, then,
current.  Now, I wish to discuss the four Gospels to see in
what respect they are superior to others, and for which
reason they thay be held as heavenly and divine records
and be‘included in the list of prophetical books ? It must
be borne in mind that their Bging as revelations depend
on two conditions. (1) Their authors should be prophets.
(2) Their writings should not be liké common historians who
‘having witnessed or heard certain facts put them in record,
‘but as a distinctive mark of the prophets, they should be
divine revelations free from errors, and written with the
help of the Hc‘ly Ghost, else every poet’s or historian’s or
every person’s writing if it be free from evil, would be held
as mSpugd. I also wrl(e this booL with the }wlp of dnme

* Lven St. Paul’s Gospel. w}uch was: different from the (‘rosprls of
Sthers according to which he had ordered his people to act and had cursed
those who lad obeyed others, does not now exist. It is very strange
chat among the greatest of the disciples of Jesus as Peter and others, no ong
had a Gospel ascribed to himself, while Mark and Luke who were the
followers of the disciples have their Gospels as recognized by the Christians,

I_J.
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inspiration. . Luke and Mark, the two evangelists, ar¢ void
of the first condition, neither strong, nor weak argument
can attest their prophetical mission, no book in the} Old
Testament record foretells of their being as prophets) nor
did Jesus Christ (peace be on his soul) nor any of his twelve
disciples, call them as prophets. Again, in the first pl ce,

the Christians give no credit to miracles and wonders, as it
appears from Matthew 4, 24, where a statement of Jésus
is found thus:—‘ For there shall arise false Christs and
false prophets and shall show great signs and wonders,| so
as to lead astray, if possible, even the elect.”’ In tgle
second place, they wrought no miracle or wonder; nor any
other sort of perfection is ascribed to them in the divirh‘e
records ; but for the reason that they were taught by Paul
their sincerity and righteousness is also questionable.
because we have described above that Paul was aceustomed
to speak falsehood in religious matters and to spread his
thoughts by unfair means. He was in nowise a prophet,
but one who changed and perturbed Christianity. The
miracles and wonders ascribed to him in the Epistles of the
disciples cannot be considered as an authority, because
they were written by his own disciples. If it be right, it
will then be counted as a part of those miracles concern-
ing which Christ had foretold, because, St. Paul cursed
those who were the followers of the Law of Moses and
taught people the doctrine of Trinity and held the Penta-
teuch as futile and weak, as he says in his Epistle to the
Hebrews 7, 8. “‘ For there is a disannulling of a foregoing
commandment ; because of its weakness and unprofitable-
ness.” Even more than that, this man, I mean Paul, is so im-
pertinent as to call Jesus Christ one who was cursed. (God
forbid). As long as the Christians are unable to prove the
genuineness of the mission of Paul together with that of
his followers Luke and Mark, they cannot bring before
us the Gospels of Luke and Mark and the Epistles of Paul
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_'as.‘_zgp authority, because what credit can be given to their

books, when the truth of their mission, nay, even their

i John, are now to be examined,(1) whether they are the Saae

Matthew and John who were the disciples of Jesus, we
have no satisfactory proof.

(2) No prophecy has ever been cited about the truth
of their misgion, from an' inspired record, nor a statement
of Christ 15 to be found i connection with their mission,
nor has a miracle or wonder ever been ascribed to them,

~and if it be so, it cannot be relied: upon, because, Christ
says ‘‘ many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, did
‘we not prophesy in thy name and in thy name cast out

devils and in thy name did many mighty works? And
‘hen, will I profess unto them: I never knew you, depart
{rom me, ye that work iniquity.’’ (Matthew .7, 22--23).
According to the sacred books of the Christians all the dis-
ciples were not sanctified and pious. Behold Judas who
caused Jesus to be captured and himself, at last, com-
mitted suicide. Peter and others were charged by Paul as
those who did not obey the Gospels. Christ, when he as-
cended heaven, styled all his disciples as insincere and un-
faithful. (Mark 16, 14). Hence so long as it is not proved
that Matthew and John are exceptions to this and that
they are true prophets, we cannot accept their mission.
Yes! Tt is true that we Moslems; according to our own
investigations, call them as pious and righteous persons
and treat them with great respect.  The second point in
connection with the truthof their mission is quite manifest,
t.e,, they did not write these books with inspiration.
Luke and Mark wrote what they heard from others, as
it appears from the preface to the Gospel of Luke.
Matthew and John wrote what passed before their eyes, for
which there was no need of inspiration as Basobar and

- Liafan say that there was no need of inspiration, while the

L
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disciples wrote what they wrtnessed with their own eyes,

or what they heard from trustworthy witnesses. Again,
according to the statement of Paul, these four Gospels
should be rejected, becanse he cursed him who believed
other than what he obtained directly from Christ. And
it is quite apparent that these four Gospels are not the
same he had obtained directly from Christ. If it be
granted that he did, then it must be only one of them ;
the other three should be held as untrustworthy. In
addition to the above, there are other arguments which
show them as uninspired records.(r) Their writers have
made many mistakes. For instance, St. Matthew in
giving a genealogy of Christ, has forgotten to describe
several names, in the explanation of which the commenta~
tors show very many formalities. Likewise, there are

some other mistakes, a detail of which is found in Iajaz:
i-Iswi and other books. There exists an error in Luke 2

 There went out a decree from Casar Augustus that all
the world should be enrolled and in the time of Quirinus
the Governor of Syria, Joseph together with his wife Mary, '
who was great with child, came to the city of Bethlehem to
be enrolled where she was delivered of Christ.”” Al this
is quite wrong ; first, because Quirinus was made Governor
of Syria fifteen years after the birth of Christ: secondly,
according to the description of Matthew, Christ was born
in the reign of Herod, during whose life this country had
not come under the control of the Roman Governors. (2)
These books have a number of false subjects which have not
been hitherto proved from history, nor can reason acknow-
ledge them to be true. For instance, in Matthew 27, 50—53
it is written: ‘ And Jesus cried again with a loud voice
and ylelded up his spirit. And behold the veil of the tem-
ple was rent in twain from the top to the bottom and the
aarth did quake and the rocks were rent, and the tombs
were opened and many bodies of the saints that had fallen
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- asleep were raised, ' And coming forth out of the tombs
after his resurrection, they entered into the Holy city and
appeared unto many.” Likewise in Luke 23, 44: *“ And
it was about the sixth hour and a darkness came over
I the whole land, until the ninth hour. And the Sun’s light
failed and the veil of the temple was rent in the midst.”
In like manner, Mat. 2, 9, says: “and the star they saw
| in the east, went before them, till it came and stood over
' where the young child was.” Third reason. There were
~certain statements in the Gospels ascribed to Jesus Christ,
which are far from being suitable to his person. For
‘instance, John quotes in chap. 10 of his Gospel as the word
‘of Jesus: “All that came before me are thieves and rob-
Mers.” Again, following this statement how impertinently
" Paul speaks of Moses : “ And are not of Moses who put a
veil upon his face, that the children of Isrzl should not look
'steadfastly ; but their minds are hardened ; for until this
very day at the reading of the old covenant, the same veil
remaineth unlifted. (II, Qor. 3, 13—15), and in his epistle
to the Hebrews he calls the Pentateuch as weak and futile.
~Even more than that, Luther, the leader of the Protestant
sect, speaks of Moses very arrogantly, so that, Mr. Ward in
his errafa printed in 1841, page 37, quotes from Mr, Luther’s
book, Vol. II1, page 40, saying ** we will never hearof Moses,
‘nor see him because he was merely for the Jews. We
‘have nothing to do with him.” Again, he says, we will
faccept neither Moses, nor his Pentateuch ; for he is an ene-
‘my to Jesus, and a master of executioners. Further on,
‘he says, the ten commandments of Moses should be struck
off, for, all kinds of heresy depend upon them ; although
those commandments contain very useful subjects, .e.,
vdo not associate others with God ; respect your parents ;
_do not persecute your neighbour; do not shed blood ;
;do not commit adultery ; do not bear false witness, etc,, ete.
“Hence, according to the teaching of Luther, the Christians




‘to shed blood and to speak falsehood. Madz Allih-~

1 take refuge in God from speaking so-arrogantly.” If this :

t have considered as the way 0{ salvation, to associate i
othm with God 5 to be undutiful to their parents; to per- .-
secute their neighbours, to commit theft and aduliery, |

1s what the Christians call an inspiration, we do not want '

it ‘at'all,

Fourth reason.—Such* erroneous prophecies are glwn'l
in their books that an intelligerit mind cannot be doubtful

about their falsehood. 'For example, Mat. 24 ; Mark 13 ;
Luke 21, Christ, addressing his disciples concerning  his
second advent, spoke thus :—Immediately after the tribu-
lation of these days, the sun shall be darkened and the moon

shall not give her light and the stars shall fall from heaver'

and the powers of the heaven shall be shaken, and they shali
see the Son of man coming on the clouds of heaven with
power and great glory. Further on, he says, “ Verily I say

unto you this generation shall not pass away till all these
things be accomplished.” Again, the Gospel of Mark says
that the people of this age shall not pass away till all this

be accomplished. All the people of that age have passed
away and a great many of them got tired of waiting, how-
ever, none of the things foretold, was witniessed by them.
Here, it strikes me that Christ might have foretold these
things about the resurrection ; but the historians or evan-
“gelists misunderstood them. In short, all the investigation
about the Gospels and their inspiration should be accounted
for and judged according to what has been described above.
This is why the Christians of the first and the second cen-
turies were doubtful of these books, so that the investigators
Bershend and Staudlin and the Ariyan sect which lived in
the second century, did not recognize this Gospel as the work
of John which is near to reason, for, when people refused
to accept this Gospel, then Erenius, a disciple of Policarb,
never said that his master acknowledged it as the work of
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:]ohﬁ. Staudlin holds it as the work of some student of

i the school of Alexandria. Sdme padrees say that the

‘school was started after the Gospel appeared. But I'ask
'how is it proved that the Gospel did exist previous to the
.'-establish'ment of that school 2 Are we to believe the state-
ment of a padree or the learned Staudlin whose statement
Mr. Horn the great commentator, quotes in his book, Vol,
IV, page 316, with great respect. In like manner, there

was a great discussion about the other three books which,

in my opinion, was quite right, for hundreds of Gospels
'had been’ compiled in” these days. Untrustworthy persons
rafter the manner of the Greek philosophers were accustomed
tol' spread their works in the name of conspicuous and dis-
‘-t_iilguished authors, so that, to the Christians are hitherto
nown nearly 9o other books which were held by the follow-
irs of the book’s authors as inspired records. When, how-
ever, they did not succeed in their efforts and their oppo-
nentsbecame successful in spreading their own, then the for-

| mer ones became uninspired. This was why St. Paul openly
made complaints and wrote a good deal about this matter..

For three centuries continually, the dispute lasted among
Christians, some holding a Gospel as inspired and treating
the readers of other books as heretics, while others were
pleased to believe other books as the Gospels* of Jesus Christ,
At last Constantine, a king of Rome, who was a very cruel
man and a persecutor of persons, in order to obtain pardon
for his sin and to make up for his cruelties and bloodshed,
became a convert to Pauline religion, then he held a meeting

* The Gospel of Matthew was originally written in Hebrew. Who
translated it into Greek and of what kind the translation was we do not
know yet, No one has the original writing with which the latter may be
compared. Now, it 15 quite clear from this that the loss of books was not
a strange thirg, because the manner in which and the reason for which the
Hebrew Gospel was lost, the same happened to the rest.

!
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in the city of Nice and established a committee of Christians
to pass their resolution about the books, compelled all
the Christians to believe in them and the doctrine of Trinity
and exp'iation' on the credit of which, he was himself con-
verted and Christianity was spread by him with force.
From this time this force was named among them as |the
conference of the elders which the Christians of recent days
hold as an authority on the approval and acceptance of
‘the above-mentioned books. A Christian minister, by name
Safdar Ali, who has undertaken to prove the books as divine
revelations, is obliged to confess in his Nydz Nama, page 2'90,
that *“ for the aforesaid reasons, nearly for three hundred
years, all the Christian communities had no knowledge of
the origin of the sacred writings.”” Hence, whatever nomina?
proof or testimony they have in connection with their books

hardly reaches up to the third century, beyond which what
they bring is simply this that, in the writings of Ignatius
and Polycorb are found subjects similar to those of these
books, which were very likely taken from the latter ones.
‘“This proof is so poor and weak that we need not bring an
argument to refute it ; because the subjects of many of
the earlier books very often correspond to those of the latter
ones; no one, then, among the intelligent can claim for
the latter as productions that stood earlier. In Gulistan
and Bostdn, not some but many subjects about preaching
and teaching assimilate those of the Gospels. Now, none
but a fool will say that the Gospels were taken from Saadi
or that Saadi’s books were current at the time the Gospels
were written. In the same way, if the productions of Ig-
natius, etc., existed prior to the Gospels, will they be made
posterior to them because of the correspondence of their
subjects with one another? Nay ! it happens very often,
that the subjects of different books:coincide, while their
authors far from consulting or bearing witness to eachother’s
subjects know nothing at all abont them. If it be granted
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1tneqs, it will be then, for those that coincide not for
‘lﬂ t]}e book. -
' :.\gﬂ.m, it must be borne in mind that both the Mahom-
edanfh and the Christians agree upon t.he_ fact that the four
Gosﬁ)els are neither the work of Christ, not were they written
duriing his life-time, therefore our controversy with one an~
other really ends here ; for the Gospel which the Moslems
belipve in, and which is spoken of in the Qordn, is what
was revealed to Jesus, through the Holy Ghost, just as the
Pejitateuch, the Psalms and other books of the prophets were
revmled Still, gs the Christians confess that these (Gos-
pifls though not revealed directly to Jesus, are also inspired
and are the writings of the apostles, therefore, we have to
dhscuss them also, Although we made a good search on
;s point, but found it wrong from many reasons and got
‘0 proof on the part of the Christians, except that they put
wmn implicit faith on them. Yes! we do admit that there
are subjects in the recent Gospels taken from the inspired
writings, and that after the death of their authors, numberless
mistakes and interpolations intentionally or unintentionally
‘hewe been made, the number of which, according to the
statement of the learned Christians reaches that of thou-
sands, a detail of which is given in Izhdr-ul-Haqq and other
books and a confession of which has been made by Dr. Pfaun~
ders also. Yes! it is a difierent thing that he implicitly
calls these abrogations as * various readings,” i.e., mistakes
of the writers. We do not say so; but the meaning
or object is the same. There is another point here which
ought to be kept in memory, that is, when the Moslems prove
the abrogations oi these books, they mean to say that they
were not recognized by the learned Christians of the early
century as inspired record, or that learned men did not
accept the work of those to whom they were ascribed or
something of a like nature. In addition to the above,
the authors of Iajaz-i-Iswi and other books point out also
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the sentences* which have been held by the Christian inves- |
tigators' as fictitions oxpressions. In answer to the first
objection, the Christian ministers say that it has no connec- |
tion with abrogation. By this it canuot be prc)ved‘-_'tha,t
changes were made therein. Rev. Plaunder together iwith
his followers, Imad-Uddin and Safdar All, also say so. | Not
1 alone, but all intelligent persons helplessly 'l'iugh d,tj.thig
answer. This answer is just like what a fault-finder wlth a
horse might say Behold ! it is dead ; it is of no use to any
one. In reply to which ‘the owner might say; it is of) no
consequence to utter thus ; show me a defect in his feet a\nd
tail, etc. | Here the stupid owner does not understand thidt
the object of the fault-finder is satisfactorily proved, while
the principal thing is wasted, where are its branches to he
found ? that is, when the horse itself is dead, the gquestic

of its defects is altogether removed. Iu answer to the se

ond point, they say, well, if some expressions be proved

as fictitious additions, what difference does it make in our
religious principles ? How can the whole become unreliable ?

‘What connection has this question:with prophecy concern-~ 1
ing Mohamed ? (Peace be on his soul.) Dr. Pfaunder
and his two followers always write in their works after the
aforesaid manner and use taunts and ironies on every occa-
sion. Yet this answer 15 more futile than the first one.
O yel ! rehglous mlmsters think over it a little and consider.

* The Holy Qorin Speakq of the Jews changmg words of their books
from their places. Yuwhkarvifin-al-ha ima an mawdziihi, There are some
other verses of like nature about the comments of which learned Moslems
differ. Some take it to mean that the Jews did not make changes in their
books, but simply to deceive others were in the habit of reading what was
not in them. Others say that they made abrogations in their books for
some secular end.  Be it what it may, it was said about the Jews of Medina,
Let this verse alone, not only the Jews but the Christians were also accus-
tomed to make changes in their books, If this verse had not heen revealed,
even then, according to their own acknow!ec]p,ment they are liable to
blame. Our claim is not based on the QorAnic verses buton facts.  There-
fore, the difference of commentators on the comments of this verse does
not at all interfere with our claim,
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Wher:l four or five passages are proved to be fictitious addi-
tionss the whole book becomes unreliable, though, according
to your statement, they might not interfere with the prin-
-,pleés of your faith. What guarantee can there be given
fy ¥ the principles of your faith were not based on the
ious additions > In short, for the incredibility of a
» i or a bond the least doubt is sufficient, much more than
pdreds of spurious expressions.  When such is the casé
i the four Gospels, what credit can, then, be given io
« Epistles of Paul? in which the doctrine of Trinity, the
..amatlon of God, and the rejection of the Law of Moses~-
/retical subjects, are taught which according to theologians
md rationalists ought to be entirely rejected. The epistles
f Peter together with others are also void of the character-
istics which are a necessary part of « divine record.
| SectioN IIIL
: God commends the Pentateuch, the Psalms and the
' Gospels in many places of the Qoran and speaks of them
together with the writings of Abraham and Moses. He
| shows the Qoran as the book which testifies the sacred
records, so that, in one place, He plainly says Mussaddig-
al-lima baina yadathi—that this Qoran “attests the truth
of the previous writings.” He speaks of the Pentateuch
din such terms as ‘“ the Book of Light,” *“ the principal book,”
‘¢ the book that makes distinction between good and evil,”
‘¢ the blessing and the mercy of God.”” With regard to Jesus,
He says Wa datainahul-Injila, *'1 gave him the Gospel.”
In like manner, He says Wa ataind Dauda Zabiira—'" We
yave Psalms to David.” Again, it is recorded in Stira

Baqgra (Cow) Wa la qgad atmina Musal-kitdbi— We gaye,

the book (the Pentateuch) to Moses.” In several places
e emphasises to belieye in the aforesaid books. Ya aivuh
Wlazina amanii b-Illahi wa Rasiwliht wal kidab-illazi nazzala
ila rasilihi, wal kitab-illazt unzile min gabl. °° O Moslems,

89
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believe on God, His Messenger and the book that Wiﬁ re-
vealed to his Messenger and the book that was sent Qowi
previously. » | Again, in the commencement of Sura Bagra
regarding the faithful He says:—Wallazina voma’nﬁm{;- mf;
wnzila tlatka wa ma wnzila min qablika, wa bil akhirati v
yoginiin. ‘¢ They are the Moslems who believe in Wis
was revealed to thee and in what was revealed pr»v'

to thee and put their trust on the last day.” There .
many* other verses of like nature in the Qordn. There' :
two points quite evident from this—Iarsily, that the Per. it
teuch is the book which was revealed chiefly to Mose '_
the Psalms are what were revealed to David ; the Gosr. i
is what was sent down to Jesus and there are some othe_ ;
writings that were sent down to Abrahdm and other pro
phets.

On this attestation of the Qordn, the Sunnis, the Sh'.aa
and all other sects from the beginning to the present, unani-
monsly agree. Now this book which was written after
Moses and in which somé of the subjects of the original
Pentateuch being entered, was named as the Pentateuch,
is not surely the book spoken of in the Qordn. Similarly
the books which were written after Jesus and in which some
doings and sayings of Jesus in both the right and the wrong
way are gathered together and which the Christians now
call the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John are not
the Gospels spoken of in the Qordn. The Cardovian Iméam
of Spain has fully explained in his work called Talan. Imam
Razi and other learned men rather all the Mohamedans
unanimously believe so. For fear of length 1 do not think
it desirable to quote their statements. It is, therefore,
a deceitful practice that the Christians take the Old and the
New Testaments in their hands and calling them as the

* Imnd auhaing tlaike Kamd awhaing ild Nahin-ww-an-nabiyina min
badihi wa auhkaing ila Ibrahima wa Ismdila wa Ishdge wae Yaqiba
wal-ashdati wa Isa wa Aiyiba wa Yanusa wa Musd wa Harting woe
Sulaimane wa dtaine Danda Zabira.
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il books, compel the Moslems to believe in thern.
Secondly, the Pentateuch, the Gospels, the Psalms and other
wr1tmg=; of the prophets spoken of in the Qoran, were divine
revelations and worthy of respect. Whatever was revealed
by God in them, through His prophets, was true indeed.
The greatest virtue of Isldim consists in its directions
to believe in the mission of prophets, no matter to what
country they might belong, and in all the sacred books that
were revealed to them. Although according to the com-
mandment of the verse: Wa in-min wwmatin illd whali
| 11hd (nazir. ** For every group or a company of men, God
nas sent a leader.” Wa rusulan gad qasasndhum alaika, wa
useqlan Lam magsushuwm alaiba. * We spoke of some (pro-
;hvtq) to thee and of some, not.”’ In every country and
or(every nation there came leaders or agents from God, a
letclllbd knowledge of whom belongs to Him alone; we com-
namlv believe them all to be true and name definitely those
‘ho are ‘spoken of in the Qoran and Hadises ; still in the
ipse of time changes have taken place in the rehgions of the
rophets and their sacred books and the abrogations and
- nterpolations prevent us from making a distinction between
ight and wrong. A greater part of the books has disap-
cared from the face of the world ; and elders of religion
aving amalgamated their fictitious thoughts with the
svealed subjects, have made such a composition of right and
rong that it has been quite impossible to distinguish the
fginal from the spurious. Therefore, the Great God,
roigh his mercy, sent at last a prophet, in consequence
{ whose perfect teachings the want of another prophet
sappeared for the future and revealed to the prophet a
mpact  book which ‘contains all necessary directions,
‘d" mcludes all the principles of: the sacred books
sether with the wants of the last time and by doing
s, spa,r.e:d ns from . the unbearable trouble of making
quiries about them, of bothering ourselves for proofs of
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their origin, and after producing some copy of their sacred
books, of making a distinction between the original and
the spurious. Hence to believe the Qoran is really to
believe in all the divine records and to follow Mohamed
. is to follow all the prophets of God. To be disobedient
o him and to reject the Qordn is to reject all the pro-
‘phets together with their books, the punishment of which is
‘everlasting hell and disgrace in the heavenly kingdom:.
‘The Christians nominally take the responsibility of believing
the Old Testament, but really, according to the 01‘de5r of
Paul, not only disobey them, but hold them in contempt..
Note.—When the Holy Qoran was revealed, the original
Old and the New Testaments were not found all over ithe
“world, as it has been stated above; however, the Jews amd
the Christians were familiar with their commandments 'md
other particulars that were handed down to them, cither
orally or through books; but they on account of their wicked)-
ness did not act upon them. Therefore, the Great God
in order to prove the truth of the Qoran everywhere, speak
of the fact that it is not opposed to the old books and the ;
prophets, but accords with the principles of religion and the
Taws of Nature and bears testimony to the old prophets
whom you believe. In such a case to reject the Qoran is
_in fact to reject all the inspired records and the prophets
And why is it that they do not act according to the book:
they hold, such as their Taurat and Injil, and why do the:
‘not follow those whose followers they claim to be ¢ Somse
times to convinece the idolatrous Arabs of the acegunt
and commandments of the Qordn, the Holy God tellg the;
~to ask the Ahli-Kitab who also say the same, as nothing ne
has been laid down there by Mohamed before them, The
is, then, no reason 1o be surprised at it. Some of the Chri
tian rninisters not knowing the fact came to uudt-rstand I
the aforesaid references that at the time the Qoran W
f‘revlcaled the original Pentateuch and the Gospels did exis [




th y have been referred to in the Qoran and people have

| been desired to act upon them, and it is the same books
they have, although they have been greatly mistaken in
this their conjecture. )

Note 11T —The Christians, particularly their religious
ministers, in order to show that the recent Old and New
Testaments are otiginal, bring some arguments which are
| based on their vain thoughts and which I lay down here

together with their answers. :

.;"I(I) The Qoran in many places stimulates the . Jews
and the Christians to act upon the Old and the New Testa-
ments, describes their commandments and desires people to .
behlevc and respect them. = If tl 1¢y had not been in existence
at} that time, then which are the books desired to be acted

»on and believed in ? = The verses that speak of them are
t wese ¥ Wa law annahum agam-ut-T aurita wal-Injile wa ma

Anzila dailim min Rabbihim, al akalii min faugihim wa min
lahtt arjulthim. Qul ya Ahl-al-Kitabi lastum ala shaiin,
“hatti tuqim-ut-Tawrata wel-1 njila, wa mda unzila ilatkum
wan Rabbikum, Wa kaifa yuhakkimiimaka wa indahwm-i-
Tawrato  fihd  huhm-Uliahi, fallihd, in  kuntum $wé-
digin—Wal vahkwm Ahl-al-Injiti bima anzal Allghu jihi.
| From these verses, it is manifest that the original Pentateuch
and the Gospels did exist at that time and that the same
we have now, in our possession. The author of Niyaznima
emphasises much this last argument and writes a good deal
about it. ' (

(1)  Answer.—In answer to the first, the second and
the fifth verses and all others that indicate the subject
above referred to, we have to say, that to act upon the books
and to keep them carefully means merely the command-
‘ments of the original books as Baizawi and all other commen-
tators un'lmmously agree upon, the ftuthm of leaznamq

¥ Sir William Muir bases his arguments in mh shahqdanﬁgumm on
these verses. )
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quotes, and the ‘context shows. It is true that a number of
the commandments of the original books are found also

in the recent ones. Hence the conclusion drawn is simply
this that, the coménandments of the orginal books did.exist
near them, but this does not necessarily signify that the ori-
ginal books did, then, exist. Behold, my readers, that i
‘Hidaya and other books on Theology the Qorinic command-
ments are found, yef.no person calls them the Qoran. |

In answer to the third and the fourth verses or any other

verses of like nature which say that the Jews have the F:en-
" tateuch, we claim that here also, by the Pentateuch, their
commandments are meant which are surely: found, either
‘changed or unchanged, among the Jews up to this time.

. ] o
. The existence of the commandments and the ceremonies

does not necessarily render that of the original books -’;115
incumbent.  An argument upon the truth that by the Peri-
tatetrch the commandments are meant is this, that, it was th
ofiginal book-which was revealed to Moses as it is proved
from the verses above referred to, while the latter was
prepared after him, an argument for which has been already
given. He who tells us that they have the Pentateuch
in their posséssion, the same informs us of the fact that it
was revealed to Moses. Unless the arguer removes the lia-
bility which comes out of the argument, no conclusion will
be drawn therefrom. Secondly.—The Jewswere in the habit
of calling the recent canon as the Pentateuch and they say
30 up to this time, in whith some commandments of the orig-
inal book still exist. As the Holy Qoran means to charge
them for not acting upon the canon, therefore it was also
represented by the term which was familiar to them. If
some other term different from what they used, had been
spoken of, they would be unable to understand it. Sup-
pose some person may write a book, in which some com-
mandments of the Qordn, some rightly and others wrongly
being gathered, call it Qordn and we, because he does not
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\\&%%ylt exactly, have to charge him for it, will surely
have 1o call it with the term, i.e., the Qoran; however, by
doing thus, nobody will understand that we Ltcknowled({e
it as the original Qoran.

(2) The Jews and the Christians had no object in
view by losing or changing their sacred books, but
were very careful about them. It was, then, impossible for
any to interpolate them as it is the case among the
Moslems concernng the Qoran that even a mighty emperor
cannot do so. (Extracts from Niyaznama.)

Answer lo thewguestion.—It is merely an imagination
of a vain thought to say so, while St. Paul and the disciples
of Jesus openly declare in the first century that people
wanted to pervert the Gospel. ILet the people, then,
ask St. Paul and the disciples, the object the perverters
tad in view. The preservation of the Qorin depends
'on memory, from the beginning. If all the copies of the
Qoran would have been effaced from the world, 4 single
letter would not have been, even then, changed ; whereas
the keeping of the Jewish and the Christian sacred books
depends entirely on writing. The materials of writing, in
the first place, were, then, very scanty and the calamities
that continued to befal the Christians were many. In such
a state, 1t 1s not far from reason, to get them destroyed or
abrogated. This is why the learned Ahli-Kitab declare
that the book written by Moses and given to the Levites
does not exist now, nor the Gospel of Jesus to preach which
he had enjoined his disciples, is now found and which was
revealed to Paul, without a man’s medium.

(3) Question.—In these books there are many subjects
which treat of the nature, the attributes and the holiness of
God, show the manner of communion and love towards him
and the method of the sanctification of the soul ; teach good
conduct and virtuous manners and describe the creation
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of the world and the way of salvation. In them, there are
given many prophecies which appear in time. = All such sub-
jects tannot be obtained by any without inspiration ot the
help of the Holy Ghost. This last point or rather argument,
Dr. Piaunder states at full length, in his Mizdn-ul-Haqgq,
in reference to every point of discussion and having formed
every point as an argument makes one into six arguments
and draws a conclusion with great force. : b
Answer.—In the first place, suppose these subjects are
proved to be inspired and spoken of by prophets ;but it
does not necessarily require that the book in which they have
been gathered, may be an inspired one. Thereisa difference
between an inspired subject and an inspired book. Several
uninspired books contain inspired subjects. )

~ In the second place, if these books contain good sub-
jects, they have also bad ones, to connect which with'inspira;
tion is unsuitable, as it has been already stated. How can |
this canon be an inspired one ?

In the third place, the books which have been rejected |
by you contain the subjects with great appropriateness . '
why not, then, can you call them as inspired ones.

(4) Qmsiiou.-nTh{:sc books have been. continually,
handed down to us, from the time of their authors jall peo-
ple have acknowledged them as true and ‘genuine and this
acknowledgment together with universal conference has been |
found in every age.

Answer.—1In the first place, to claim that since the time
of their authors downward to the present time, people of
every age have agreed upon them, is quite wrong, because,
after the third century such an agreement came to appear
on account of Constantine the Great, prévious to which, 7.¢.,
until the third century after Christ, all the above-mentioned
books were not commonly known to the Christians as it
has been stated above. Where was, then, the unanimous |




‘acknowledgment of all?  In the second place, if all this
' be accepted as true, then, these books will be held as written
by their authors, but this will not prove them to be inspired

ones, unless the preliminary conditions with regard to their
being so, are not proved.

) _-'.( 605 | )

(5) Question.—As God is the God of all, so his religion

ought to be for all and the universality of a religion is im-
possible without the factthatitmayspread all over the world
and this quality is found chiefly in the Holy Bible and more
particularly in the New Testament, because there is no coun«
try where the preaching of the Gospelis not carried out. 1In

il every linguage it*Has been translated w]uch is a token of its

. being as an inspired record.

Answer.~—~This argument is also purely a ministerial
fldea because, in the first place, the Bible is not the most
famous of all the books, but from the commencement up to

~ /this time the Holy Qoran has gained so much fame all over
| the world that no other book can claim to be its equivalent
" in this respect.  What part of the world and which language
is there where the exhilarating subjects of the Holy Qoran
are not current. Whatsoever fame the Gospel has as its
part is nearly for 1,000 years. Then it means that prior to
that time, the book was not a revealed book, but it became
so afterwards. Secondly.-—The excessive renown does not
| necessarily make it an inspired one. Gulistan and Bostan’s
fame is in no way less than the fore-mentioned books. They
ought to be, then, called divine books.

(6) Question.—By reading this book, good conduct,
divine love and purity of the soul appears which is a pecu-
liarity of divine books. ’

Answer.—Suppose in consequence of some of the sub-
jects which are inspired, this statement may be accepted
as true, even then, the whole canon cannot be held as

. inspired. °
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SECTION 1V. '
Shortly after Jesus, the Christians began to- differ

‘among themselves, the outcome of which was the establish-

ment of seven churches, before the disciples. The difference
between the disciple Jacob* and Paul and similarly between
Simon Peter together with others and Paul, arose, a trace
of which can be found from the book of Acts.  All this is a
proof<that the seed of religious difference had been sown
in those days as it has been suggested in the Epistles of Paul.

A few days after, the seed of discord, however, grew up |

excessively; different sects began to arise. Concerning the
Gospels, themselves there arose a dissension. Besides the

four Gospele Paul was convinced of another, which he had "

imagined-to obtain directly from Jesus, besides which he haid
held as the cause of curse to hear and to preach. No trace
can be found from any of Paul’s Epistles that he belleve(__l

in the four Gospels. A cerroboration of some subjects

cannot be a proof to the efiect that he a cknowledged the

books from the beginning to the end, far from believing as’

inspirations ‘or divine revelations.

It is greatly surprising to us that he calls the history
of Christ as Gospél ; but Simon Peter and other conspicuous
disciples of Jesus did not write a single Gospel. On the con-
trary Luke and Mark who were not the disciples of Jesus
but of Paul’s who himself was not his disciple, and who had
been a bitter enemy to him, not in his lifetime, but also
after him for « long time and had pmw-d hlnl'iblf to be a

S A Y A ST L e L

* Jacob together with other di‘imples holds good actions as an integral
part of the Christian faith; but Paul considers actions and JLaw a3 causes
of curse and wrath and allows his followers to be free from all such restric-
fions, to eat and drink whatever they wish, to commit adultery and theft ;
to drink alcoholic lignors and to practise deceitfulness and falsehood, in
short, every sort of evil deeds can do no harm after believing in Christ.
This is why Pauline religion prevailed against the true Christianity and is
now held as Christian religion which is quite opposed to the sayings and
doings of Jesus Christ.




deadly enemy to the Christians, may write Gospels and
theirs may be held as inspired ones. -

In the lifetime of Paul many Gospels had been writlen
and nearly 150 had appeared by that time, and in order to
spread them, their authors used to promulgate their writings
after famous persons. Again, there arosé a dissension
among the people about rejecting and accepting the four
| Gospels  themselves. When at Alexandria, a disciple of
John was asked, he expressed in plain words that his leader
and master had written no Gospel. | Besides this not only
Matthew, chap. I, but all his book had been held as of doubt-
ful character. No.trace of the original Hebrew is to be :
found., Some unknown person first wrote it in Greek and
afterwards translated it into Hebrew. i

With regard to the Trinity, the Divinity and the Cruci-

. ‘ixion of Christ, there are so many dissensions and differences
‘hat it caused many beliefs, creeds and sects to grow up
among the Christians, every one of ‘which calls the other
as led astray. Again, the baptismal ceremony being an
apple of discord resulted in the growth of many beliefs, a
detail of which is given below. ' '

No. 1.—In the first century there was a sect which had 0
turned as heretic from the Gospel to believe in which Paul '
had called it. Gal. 1, 6.

Nos. 2,3, 4 5.—1In the first century there had arisen
four sects who were the followers of those aiter whom they
were named. The first of them was of Paul; the second,
of Apollos; the third, of Cephas; and the fourth, of Christ,

I Cor. 1, 12.. On this division and contention, Paul warns
his people. ; _ '

No. 6.—There was another sect which held circum-
cision as one of the duties of religion. This duty was for-
saken after the practice of 150 years in the reign of Adrian
Caesar, who was accustomed to kill the circumcised,  As the
Jews were circumcised, he was bitterly opposed to them.




