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_ Cmmtm sbnse mxght hava eoﬂvmced hzm that the Christians
 eould only ho justified in their exaltation of Jesus, because they
believed that his Father had given him that name which is
aboye avery name; that he united with his manhood the chvme-‘
. nature; und that he had been from the baginning « God over all,
 blessed for evermore. Thus he is entitled and enabled to ‘be
et the Mechutur ‘between (rod and man,” and an éfficacy is'
 given 0 his intercession which it is abstied to predicate of the
' bast of men, who, with the' ’nature, st partake of the ginful»
 mess of the race for which he wold wish to intercedes 110
i e 'The utmost that can be (.lmmed for Mohammed 15, not ‘that
' he vedeemed man and veconeiled him fo Grod, and “ opened the
i 'kmgdom of heaven to all believers,” but simply, that he shewed:
the way of acceptance, a way, according to his'own confession,
- which had been :evealed o Abraham, and which he was com-
- missioned again to open. There has been a growing tendency
'__amongﬂmﬁslems to magnily, not ouly their prophet, but their

~ sheiks and religions guides, which is incompatible with a pure

DBISH], and shews that such a system will gradually dagenera’re_'
into a supers.tmous revereme for fellow=men assumed to be
‘superior in sanctity. ' Such exﬂlgg,arated encomiums would
have been distasteful to one who said, © God has not eom-
. manded yoh to take the angels and the prophets for: your
lords” (K, iii.), and who avows himeelf to be an ovdinary man
(1( viil, 100), and a sinner (K. xlvii. and x1viii.), and disclaims the
possession of the | treasures of God and a knowledge of his secrets.
'On his own testimony he must be infeyior to Jesus, for he de-
‘clares him to be without sin ; and, as having no human father,
‘he intimates that hemust be more than a man,  Thereis atra-
 dition, that previous o the prophet’s ascent into heaven, and,
according to somey in ehildhood, two a.ngels cut open his, bedy,
and Gabriel took ont his heart, which, before replacmg, he
washed, to cleanse it from natural corruption. = This is & great
goncession, since it concedes the doctrine of original sin, and
admits that none who has not been cleansed from this tain can
. be inspir ed by God as his prophet, The {further consequence
S nsch, that the ordmar)r believer, without this process, cannot
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. aeeeptably sorve his Maker; and thus the Maslem may be Ied\
to see the hopelessness of those who trust to the performance
. of a covenant of works, the inadequacy of which is o be made
up by the uncovenanted merey of the Creator. It is the uni-
versal custom of Moslems. to pray for God’s. blessing on their
- prophet, which is a strange ineonsistency in those who believe
him to enjoy already the highest state of exaltation arid blessing:
'The Sheyahs add to/ ﬂns short ereed, % Ali is the wali of
'God 7 a term eqlumlent to. khalif 3 and. somie of them even
‘regard him as an incarvation of the Deity. Cousidering him
as the legitimate successor 'of the prophet, his three prede~
cessors. they condemn, and ‘even curse. The Tarkish con-
fession of faith, with a reference to this: schzsm, adds to the
acknewledgment of the prophet, that whoever: does not henour
all hig companions is a schismatic:. | The Sonnites have never
been provoked to speak disrespectfully of Ali; but honour him
in the fourth degree. I introduce a passage from the TMbistan,
a Porsian survey of religious sects, as it'conveys the impartial
- judgment of one who was neither Sonnite nor Sheyab, but &
 philosophical professor of the veligion of Zoroaster-— "+
“Two learned men having a dispute concerning the supen i
rigrity of Ali the Elect (whase face’ may Grodl. 110110111 1) over
 the two Shelk’s, Abubekr and Omar, and Othman, the lord of
the two lights, that is, hushand of two daughters; of the pro-
‘phet (upon all of whom be the mercy of the Al:mghty I) :
referred the dispute to Kaivan, who observed -

« All four - are the four perfections of the prophetm edrﬁce, |
All fou.r are the four elements of the prophet Bsoul’t

The d:stmc.hou between the two  exalted pay tes is chfﬁuult ‘a8
two of them claim supremacy on the celebrity of being fathers-
in-law to the Axab founder of their religion, and the other two -
ave fitted for dignity by being his sons-in-law. “But the excel-
lent Ali, the Lion of God, was estecmed so pre-eminent an
object of divine favour among the Moslems, that want of faith,

and ignorance, induced many to worship him as the true God,
umtil this great person openly diselaimed such a pretension.
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- ﬁlso durmrr the. Kihahfam of Abuhekr t’he fmthful w1tne&s, okl
- Omar, 1 the Sepamfm s and of Gthma,n, the lord of the two lights,
error misled mauy to such a degree that t}my deniod . their.
authumy, until tlsmse lagmmata clmeetors asseI ted ﬂmm clm.ms i

| to that dlﬂ'mt} i

To'lan: 1mpartml observer, thw ea.nonmatmm ﬂ; may be i

ea,lled of Ali i3 peculiarly absurd, . We 'may allow! hiv to

“liaye been like the preceding khalifs, 4 sincere believerin the
. mission of his fa!.hormm.-law, and an honest supEorter of the dwme |
an them, to inspi~

' Unity. - But he laid no claim; any more t

' ration ; nor: ha.% evon ‘the most enthugiagtic of his supposters,
‘though they say that Giabriel, by mistake; communicated the
Koran to Mohammed instead, of to’ him, ass:gmd to him any,

' rgvelatxon. His partisans declare that he was formally inaugu-

rated khalif by the prophet, but this is. contradicted by history,.'
and even allowing his right to the Iehalifat, whick is very quess

taonablmthey should remember  that he actdally enjoyed it,

.and that, when faovemxgn, e ahewad hxmself 1n no respect-f v
-'miperlot' to Biis pxedeces&ors Indeed: his servieos wereo infls

rviors forthe first two vastly extended the, emplre of Tslamy and

] the! t.hird brought the pretended revelation ingo a. permunent ©
 and readable form. The contention as to Alis right is the more

ridiculous, since. tlm Kkhalifat has heen for eenturies extinet, and

. whatever prerogative the Turkish Sultan may claim is derived

from the Datimite khalif of Egypt, bis reputed desceridant:

ks 10ng~pcatpnned reign was nglorious and wnfortunate, illus-.

trating Tacitus’ proverbial censure of Galba, that he would have
 been deemed ‘an excellent cmperor if he had never rmgned |

 The Imgermgr death of his son Hosein, who suffered in the
spirit of a martyr, is a tale, the annual commemoration of
which, by the She yahs, Kkeepsup an enthusiastic intorest in the
family, and, however often :repea.tcd excitos the sympathy even
of the Christian reader. His ' pious resignation and  chasity
_ reflect ‘o glory upon his father, and also.shed one upon his
_ ._-'helrs,_whq led lives of innocent and austere devotion, erbit-

8 Vol Lpioi
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tered, amcl sometimes shortened, by the jealousy of the relas
‘tives who, oceupied the throne to which they had an heradltmy
claim.  The head of Hosein is interred in a mosque in Cairo, -
and even in that land of Sonnites the anniversary of his death
 is kept with great solemnity ; and throughout the Turkish domi- *
nions ‘the reputed descendants of Ali, a large body, who are
distinguished by green turhans, enjoy certain privileges, and
are distinguished by the feapect Whlch in other countries is
paid to. noblhty , ;
Bat not only is this unreasonable respect shewn to the
memory of the prophet, and of his family and successors, but
the many counties professing Isiam abound in hoely sheiks.
and dervishes, whose sepulchrgs are visited, and whose prayers
. ave solicited, like those of the inferior deities of the Pagan
world, and of Roman Catholic saints. 'This illustrates G
unwillingness of unrenewed man to presume to approach the
awful Govcmor of the Universe, whose justice ho fears too
much to regard him with reverential lowe, and his tendency to.
seck his forgiveness and his support through other men more
worthy to be heard, yet who can put. forth no elaim to entitle
them to act as intercessors,  Yet reason und conscience bear
witness to this feelings and the Missionary might take advantage
ofit, to shew, that neither heathen nor Moslem can draw nigh to
his Maker divect, but that he will be accepted and heard for
the sake of Him, who, iu order to be a Medlator, hag united
the nature of the two parties who were at variance; a.nd can
alone make them at one, the man Christ Jesus. W
Such s I believe, a correct exposition of the _de'}gmas and;
positive duties of Islam, the system of him who repre-
sented himself as the restorer of the religion of Abraham, but
is more truly designated by Schlegel,* as the false Paraclete
of misconceived promise and idle phantasy, who announced
a faithswithont mysteries, and a morality without love, Pascalt
asks ¢ What mystery did he reveal ? what muacles did he
work?”  Tao thesa queries his followers can give no satis

* Philosophy of Hi:stury  Loctare XII. 7. Pensées 11, xi, 7.
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i :If'at!tory' veply Hm teachmg nothmg whth had dot been sl
. known to the Patriavchs is surely fatal to his ¢laim of being
 the Jast and greatest of inspired guides, the seal of prophe‘cy }

Without Moses, the: prophits, and Olrist, Mohmnmerl a8 ne

_ 'mnoeweable, without the Old and New Testament; or rather
the Talmud and the apoeryphal gcspel.«s, the Koran could not
 haye been lma.gmee% Mohammed is described by the modern
Grerinan historian of the church as actuated by a seal for the

" honour of the one only (xo&, whom the primitive’ traditions

 still extant among  his countrymen, and conversations with

Jows  and Christiang: (strengthiened, - 1 imay add, by ‘his
own  meditations), had taught him to recdgnise and adove.
A fedling of the infinite distance, between the Cr eator ‘und his

 creatures, and of complete deper;dencc upon’ Hi, wos the pre-

dominant | élement in . his religious character, while  that

oftl relatmns}up and! commumon with this almmhty and incom-
prehensible fBemg ‘was, whdﬂy Wanting Hence, his one-~

sided mode of apprehending the divine: athributes, exchudes
) pmental love, which enncbles’ evory other quality; and i com-
passmn was assumecl to temper justice, it WaS. ‘only that. of A 8ove-

reign to a “slave, and did not harmonize with the. prevzuhnw '
tone of ’.hIS reltgmn. This explaius. the predommant. fataliom

. of Tslam; and as it is the moral character of the Diety which

deterinins the spivit of a religion, the whole system of M obarn-
o medy notmthst&ndmg some sublime maxims scattered over the
| Korn, because wanting aright foundation, is radically defective.
The God who is worshipped as an almighty and arbitrary W ill.
could be honoured by the lmfmm.mce of insulated ontward sex-

vices, ns the' repetition. of prayers, and ablution, and pilgrim-

ago, which he has seen fit to prescribe as matks of reverence;

and, efapemstlly, by the extermination of his enemies, the idola-’

ters: Redemptmn finds no pla,ce mn tlns scheme The fall of the

first man occurs indeed in the Korin, but it is as an msulated.

fact, and connects itself so little with Islam, that its omission

weould not affect its essence or genius, for man appears i the
Koran as a frail and feeble being, unable to render perfect obe-
dience, but not as a sinner, whose nature requires to be rencwed.
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. Mohammed declared hitnself a njeaaenger sent from God. for
thé festoration of pure Theism, by whom it was to be freed
from the' f‘melgn clements which had become mcerpomted with
it, even in Judaism and Ghmtmmty. | Btill, his hostility
' againgt the latter did not so much arise from the corraptions
which had debased it, as. from; his own abstract Monotheism,
* which placed a chasm, never to be filled up, between God and
 his ereatures. « From this point of view any mediatorial action
of Grod, for the purpose of bringing human nature into fellow-
ship with himself, must appear as derogatory from His dignity
and an approxmmtxon to idolatry, It was not merely a certain
speculative mode of, apprahenchng the Trinity which offended
Mohammed, as savouring of Tritheism ; bub it was the essential
" clement of Chyistianity, the, divinity of Christ’ and His, sacri-
fice of himself, to reconcile Grod to man and man to God, which
he could not recaive,  Still, a natural feeling of man’s inability
to fulfil the law of God, even in the lower view of outward
obedience, in which it pr mmpally appeared to him, led, him to
 adopt ‘the notion of intercession, though in' his scheme  of
Deism it could rest on 1o reasonable foundation.”
© Mohammed could not have comprehended the first prmciple'{
'of Christianity, for, with the Gnostics, he did not believe in its
- fundamental doctring, the erueifixion, ' Judging him, however,
independently, as we should judge of Zaleucus or Lyourgus,
we must allow him to have been a practical veformer. He
found. his countrymen so infatuated with the passion of gaming,
a8 not only to risk the loss of all their property, but even
liberty : they were also addicted to havd drinking, But both to-
gether, with divination, are forbidden in the Komn V.92, 58:
« 0, true believers, surely wine, and lots, and images (sup-
posed by ‘commentators  to be  chessmen), and divining
arrows, are an abomination ‘of the work of Satan therefore
avoid them, that you may prosper. Satan seeketh to sow dis-
sension and hatred amoncr 5 on, by means of wine and lots, and

%, Neandex, wol. Vi, p. 137, ten
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vt divert ytm ﬁ-om mmesmbermg Gody and fmm pmy’er. Wil yc -

hi oty therefbr' , abstain P In an earlier command (Kt}rfm 11,216.) | S it
| he iad Toft it doubtfult % They will ‘ask thee concerning wine

and lots.  Answer, In both thereis gfeat sin, and things of use
to men, but theiv sinfulness is greator.”  The disoretion which

soemed grinted in this passage is a.brogw intheformer,” Adul-

 tery and il iMlicit interconrse are forbiddens the number of

| (ewiveshe reatrmted to, four, and vendered divorce less casy. He |
'prﬁhnhmd the practice of "burymo alive female infants, and h%fl—-" '

L _'lm‘ve hoped, the pioneer of L‘hnstmmty, 18 1it8) mosk:

- lities betyween, different tribes, whom he. taughtito. regard one
. amather ns brethren,  But if we extenid our view beyond this
_"'hmlterl honzon, and mmm&te hlm as the a.uf.hor: of anew religion,

! whiech  has been ac,c-epml by so.many mations; whatever pioral | |

improvement he may have effected among the Arabs sinks into

| insignificance with/the evils inflicted on more papuluns couns',

el and e may pronounce him |
upto punish hig professing: people, ..who harl 8o/ adulteratedithe
true faith with: human corruptions, ag 0 have impaired, if
'not, destroyed, its BﬂlbdﬁY More fuﬂy doss he deserve the
title: than an) Attilayor any rathw mxhtmy eonqueml‘, whose
. _dems‘batmns, however aalamlmus, are but: tempomry 3 Whereas
sl dny from thotruth admized with it, and its plaﬁxsmblhzy, lays
* lold of the mind of the idolater, and. instead of being, as some
o midabla !
| opponent, not: only by wmfymg those swho had grown ashamed
of polytheism, bat by Jrepresentmg? it as a more refined 1dola.try, :
. which commands the worship of threo gods. W should also
- mmembm that it was long before it ca.me into contact W!th. the
| beathen, and. that its first triumphs were over: the Christiang in
: ‘iyna rm& Emypt, and themhgwn of Zomaster in Pergia, which
also acknowledges but ione Deity. A% the outset ‘of his
cavecr Mohammed only claimed the oﬁw of an/ Admonisher,
placing Judaism and Cliistianity on the same lay el with theror
yelation made to himself, and denouncing as an intolerable pre-
‘sumption the maintaining » that thare is only one faith in which a
 man can be saved, . But when settled at Medmar he first (Kordn
XX11.) pumltq hig f'o]lawwers to defend themsely eﬁ, then (Lx1.)

v sqmu*ga wof God, raiged Al
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he eommands them to defend the trath with their suhstnnce and
their persons 3 and, finally, he represents a;_,gresswe war, to
enforce religion, as meritorious, promising to those who
fell as the reward of martyrdom——an nnmedm.te entrance. into
paradise.  The conguered were invited to adt)p!. Islam, but
 were allowed to retain their ancient faith on the pa.ymenb
 of tribute s but they have always been ewzposad to mortifying
and humiliating degradation, And many Christians have, no
douT:at from wm]dly motives, professed the religion of their
masters ; while some, unable to read the Word of God, and
knowmg Christianity only in a corrapt form, have preferred a
system which prominently brings forward the Deity as the
only object of worship, and appears more rational and more
spiritnal than t]‘xe superstltlon in which they have been
educated.. ' -

As contrasted w ith 1doiatry, Tslam must appear to adv:mmgc &
‘but, upon close inspection, it is not the pure Deism which it boasts
to be, for it is degraded by the Pagan ceremouies of the pil-
grimage, and an irrational ailoy of Judaism; for its sacrifices,
not being typical, are absurd, Mohammed professed to be
sent with a revelation to all mankind; while the revelation
from Sinai was designed to keep Israel distinet from all nations,
tilly in the fulness of time, its meaning should be explained by
the propltnator y death of the only Being who conld take away
the sins of the world, The Jewish clement of Islam is without
an object, for Mohammed  could not see how the law was no
more than a schoolmaster, to bring the believer, when come to
years of discretion, to Christ, His religion, laving 1o sacri-
fice, properly so called (for every Moslem oﬁ'(,rs his own
victim), has no priesthood ; and having no commemoration of
a sacrifice, like Christianity, it does not know the distinction
of c]ergy and laity. This recommends it, as exempted from
superstition, and fto those who, though haptized into the
Christian faith, have renounced or doubt its essential and
chavacteristic doctrines.  But sacrifice was instituted, I
firmly believe, by God himself, when the fall of man
caused him, in infinite mercy, to substitute a remedial system

1176



'works. It haﬁ_-, _6¢n gm' "Iy'ahused "
" "'whﬂe they retained it, had lost

the ke unhidppily, also by Ohm&ﬁmm shill

| its very abuses shew -t]mt the doctiine is congamal to the human
Uaaind.! Tk 13 wonderfal tl Mohammed did not discover its
!Jmportu,ne«e ﬁvom the satrifice of Abrah‘un, whose religion he

. professed to vestore ;s but, failing to perceive its eﬂu,ac:y as

trial of tl;e; pamareh s faith, and mdlcutmg o nobler victim,he has

. left an nimeasurable distance between man and. God, whom a
-'smful,bung does m}t dave to apprqach and whom, at the beat, -
b views, not as a fathar, hut as mermful mverexgn. A

i 'lhoughtful believer in a Supl ome ang, his Creator, whom he

expects to bey after hiy’ resm*rectmn, lus Judge, mnst, unless
_asaured of bas reconclhatlon, from a comclousness of his own
' ghor t:commgs, and even transgressmns, feel unaasy ws];:,ctma
* his fature desm _é,tiqn, -’-'*For he knows that he cannot satmfy'
‘the cluitns of justice, and he can héwe no peace and joy inhe-
leving a s.ystem which bolds ont no reasonable assuranice of
f'mgwenesa The mtelhgent and we]]}-chspuaed Moslam, there-
| fore, will thamkf'ully embrace the. Grospel, which, if ckm'ly ox=- |
; 'fpfa.med to him, he will allow completely justifies its appella-
. tion, and he will say, ‘as the early seeker after truth said to

the first inquivers into Islam, * What you scek, T have found.”

T mor &hty, also, the Koran resembles not the gospel, but the

e pantal:anch The former teaches the spirit of ethics, leaving

the belidver to work it into his practice. The latter. keeps the :
. mind 1'11 tuteié,gé by commanding sPuczﬁc ‘acts. P1ecepts of
- ritual observauce, as Hallam * observes, being always definite
and. unequivoeal, are less liablo to be neglected, after their
| zobhgﬁtwn Has beon' arknowlc,dgu.l than thos@ qf_ moral virtue,
Thus, the long and ragxd fast, the ptlgumag*a, 1(.51112,1- prayers
and | ablutions, the constant. rslmsgwmg and abstinence from
_mmulatmn ]1quor3, craatpd a visible standm d aP pxar,tnce,
-'and preseryed a contmua! récollection’of thr* Liw, ! u
T will conclude with a few observatmns on the ’rendency of
tIus rehgwn It has been charged from the beginning with
ermoumgm:r sensuahty, and its succes% has becn all but uni-

) ’\-hdd]v Agecr, ¥I.po 116,
N
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vemally aambed to its removmg the 1esﬁramts which momhty ..
“imposes on the passions. Tt cannot be denied, that, though
Mohammed reduced to fonr tht?ﬁ,.legal number wof! mves, and, in
other respects, limitod thq indulgence which, in the Rast,
© has always been granted to those whose. circumstances allow
e them to gmttf‘y their. desires, his own mcreasmg lu,entmuaness,
' _'ioz whmh he claimed a special dispensation, may, as ‘example
has more: W.e;ghi; than. precepts, justify this charge. | The
Korfn, moreover, it has been truly’ said; turns pavadise into
a houndless havent; and the minute accounts of its enjoyments
: contmna]ly vecurring, if they do not disgust, must increase the
' sensual propensitics of the rveader.. The consequences, how-
~eyer, that may be logically deduced from premises do not
always practically fallow, and I should say that these reasouers
overlook another element in Islam, of countemctmg influcnce,
the mxcpntmlled govereignty of an omnipresenty almighty God,
to whom his creataves must return, and who expects them to
obey Himy d#nd to be resigned to hisawill.  J udging; as far as 1
am able, of the Mohammedan character; as exhibited i in its most
favoured specimens the result of the erced appears to me to be a
philosophical austerity, which is af least in danger of degenera-
 ting into a satisfied self'-ntghteousness Gibbon* chsorves that
the legislator Who enacts these painful restraints (that is, the
- vigid fasts and the interdiction of wine) canniot be accused’ of
"a]hmng his ploselytes by the indalgence of their sensual
appetites ; and I am borne out by the more weighty anthority -
of Hallam, who observes, that o clwout. Mo*;lem axhibits mutkh'
move of the stoical than of the epienrean character; a stoie, I
- may add, of more humxhty than that of the sehool of Zieno, Wit
boasts of being superior to Jupiter, since his @xce.llcncea 18 not:
from neceqqxty, but choice, because his system is humanized by
his acknowledged 1f*pendcu(e opon his Maker, Teacher, and
ultimate Judgc Tt must be allowed, with him;that 110 O11e ean
read the Kordn without Heing sensible that it breathes an austere
and scrupulous spirit; and, in conclusion, I obser ve, ‘that
its spirit seems to have been generally imbibed by those whe

*. Decline and Fall, chap. .
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acknawledge its authnrlty, ahd that the przuses of t.ha Delty, S
and mJundtmng of resignation to- his will, which perva.de ) T

_ e their conduct, ' It is, how~-
- tver, no more than. reagnamou" ﬂme appe«ars to be no peace
and joy in. behm*ing, at hest w datifal submission to the sove-
rﬂgu Dx&poser of évents, nosign of that smrtf_ of adoption which -
cries © Abba, Father.” An @astern city has no eshibitions of
pmntmgs, no concerts, 10 drama,tlcal representatwns only
« recitations of tales in prose and ‘verse, in eoffee-houses; and
the prohibition’ of games of chance excludes cards and dice.
'+ Wine can gnly be drunk in' private, and strict casuists bring
coﬁ“% and tobacco under the same condemnation.” These Tuu-

| vibs were discovered centuries after. the era of the Prophet ;

- but the houses which were opened for the purpose of indulging
Jin them, have been et upy from’ time to time, by the sove-
 peigns of Ganstantample, and’ only ﬁna;lly tolerated, | And it
would appear, from Lane’s full and minute account of Life at
Cairo, and from’ other ‘authenitic sourcos of information from
¢astern tra,vellers, thﬂ;t gmwty, not dmmpatiﬁn, is, at Ieust in
pubhc, the charaetenshc of a Mahammedan vation.’ '

.,,\ ! BT
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| Tuouvan the whole human family be descended from one
paveat, nations are distinguished from one an‘bther__l_;y' adiver-
sty of religions. - All, howover, fall under two grand divi-"
slons—that of those ‘who haye been left to discover the truth
by what i'a,-caﬂgd-:’r,h'eg.ligh'g;-af.jna.tm;*e,;:'isha.lﬂi&, their own reason-
ing aidégl__-_ by traditions and those. just! y called mthe Korﬁm ¢
¢ the people of the Book,” hecanse they: alone claim the benefit
" of .a'”di_#i;ha"i’:exfé;lgatiqn{ "---Thé_llﬁjifsf.-l_ma_.j{ acknowladge one Su-~
preme Being ; while they are worshippers of many fulse deities,
* of Yike passions with themselves : butithe creed of the latter,

thut is, of the Jews snd; Christians, and the Mosloms, who

acknowledge, the one true God, creator, presorver, and gover-

nor of the world, who will recal men from the arave to life,

and judge them  according to theiv works, alone deserves
W ok AV I AR O
. The three profess to have a volume revealing the will of God
o theie guidimee i this 1, with @ promise: o b fitful
' people, who beliove and obey him, of a happy eternity. The
' anrliest is that of Moses; the second that of the Christians; and

the faith of both was followed by ._ﬁrab tribes long beiemé the
" bivth of Mohammed, of the noble race of Koveish, the heres
 ditary guardians of the templo of Mecca, and reputed descen-
~daxits of Abraham, through his son Ishmacl, wha declared
ifself to be the Tast of the prophets, and destined to supersede
" Ldl other teachers of yelipioms ol o B e
" The Jew receives ‘only the law announced to Moses by the
voice of God himselt from Mount Sinai; and the other Hebrew
' gm-ipmrés,:Lecaij_se_,'tlmu'gh: he expects a Messiah, whom God
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3_”hafs promzsad 11e would Taise up out of hls breﬂu‘en, hke unto, .
 Moses, as o Iuglslator he! does not, like the Olwistian, diseover
~ him in Jesus; and he rejects the Koran, becanse he needs no.
| new propheh The Christian acknowledges the Jewish dispen-
‘sation, but only as preparatory to his own ; and, feeling com-
 plete in Chiist, as the Son of God as weli as the Son of man,
“and the author of etemal salvation to all who obey Hlm, he
“meeds no other guide ; and finds that Mohammed, even if the
| Boran were a divine revelation, lias nothing to oﬁ‘er him wluch
‘he does not already most : Bundant]y posiaessy i 1
. The Moslem helieves that all the prophﬁts. mcludmg
 Moses: and .Tesus, ama from God, and to the latter he con-
cedes pre-eminence over those whe can‘)& hefore him ;. but he
© maintains that Mohammed is the seal of the prophets, the
. greatest as well as the last, and that the KorAn abrogates hoth
‘Law and Gospel; Mohammed announced himsolfas the ambas-
sador of Giod to the red man and to the black; that 18 to the
whole human race; and he and Christ alone’ claim the allegi-
anee of all coming with a umver&al reli igion, and tha.t whgwnl
committed to the clear and unvarying record of writing, The
‘inquiring unbeliever, then, who is, with reason, dissatisfied with
 the contradictory speculations of those who, from the wunas-
'sisted resources of their own intellect, set up as the guides of
thair blethmn, has to choose between Muhummed and Chyist;
. for the mtrnductory reyelation to Moses is only: addressed to
 Tsvael, and is avowedly prepamtmv to the docfrine of a supe-
vior prophet whom God would raise up, a descendant ofrdhee s,
lovn race. The Moslem is continually praying to the merciful
Cand compassionate God, whom he calls Lord of all worlds and
‘king of the Judgment~day, to gutide him into the right path.*
And lot us inv oke the aid of our heswonly F afhel, who i3
the hearer of prayer, to enable us to exhibit the t uth in love,
and to ‘bring it home to the mlderstamhng and heart nf the
reader, and to shew tha,t Ohmnamty, and not Islam, wils the

e
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f "1‘}01110:13, at Mecm o;r Medma,, unhl lus daatl: Hla .hrst-mmrarts S
were liis wife I{adguh, his’ slave Za}.d hw yoﬂﬂ;ful nephew, |
whom he called his friend and vizier 29, ot bedrer of his lmrrié ,{ ' '
andhis first su(-ceaaor' Abubpkr._ Three years wore %ﬂaﬁ 4
employed inthe conversion o pi,'omyt’,eq, and it was not
" till the fourth that he' mmounwd Timself ‘a3 2 pmphe.t, at'a
party ‘of ﬁ)rty ‘of his' kinsmen, whom he had inyited 1o an
entertainment, Al dlone believed. « Ho. zi.fterw';rrls,' s opp
tumty ‘offered; ut the' fmti?s.h at the Caaba, and in plWﬁsﬁﬂg i
conjured the Arabs to reject thur 1dols, and resign themselves
to the service of the only God, who had nio. comp*ﬁnmﬁ S Bne
how ‘showld the idolaters of Mecen know that Gabnel bad' il
really spnk{,u to him ? Some» prm:i mlght ‘reasoria G
required, and we Luaw no more than twe -predwtmr nd'
" miracles.  Now both are possested by Chr anity in the most
.| vopious abundance.  These predictions 'be_mn with' tho ﬁrst'," A
. hoak: of the Bible, and end with the last. The Intm:mt’ton bfﬁ-' i
a c'telwerer, one of her own descendanm ,_rriadeft_ch on the
from its 'vcnera.hty, obscrre, - Bub age afte
prophcby is venewed, and bemmes more and miore partic
Thus this descendant of Eve is pmnused to Abmh'
seed 3 g annomlcc-d by Balaam, as 4 st
a sceptre out of Tsracl ; ; ‘and to Da.wd the k.mg, as of his fmml)r.,, il
The pcuud of his coming, ubacurely foretold b) (the. d_fmg- Ly
Patriarch, was Tong aﬁem ards, fixed. by Daniel ; and Mmah'_'-- el
declaves his birth-place. | His character, his miracles of mercy,
his humiliation thto a disgraceful death as a satistaction to the.
justly offended (‘rewtor, whereby God, being reconciled to man,
could continue just, in Jusmf'ymg the ungodlv, his resurs
mcnon on the tlurd day ‘after lm death, by wlnch he was




'proalmmed o be the Son of Godl mth power his smtmg

 fow, at his Father's right hand, as the sole, Mediator between

Glod and Man, and his futare, coming to Ju.dgg wankind, dre,
foretold i 'jt,he Old Testament 'md theu accomphshmmt, ga.s
_ff,ar,.aa; they: hmrs been. fulfilled, uzay be rz,ad in thc New, _ But i
erc are the pwrlu-nens of! Mohammcd? VB
Then a person COmEs 6y a messenger of qu a.nd 1eqmres'
obadﬁame to his message, it is natural to ask for his cmdt,nnals, |
and the demand is so reasonable, that God has been always
".pTea.sed to: grant it, by enabling his true messenger to work
muavles, that is, such nots ag e;xceed the powar of man, Whmh :
Care thérafo*:e pmpmly called  signs, ’.)l:w The eninent
Anabian philosopher, Liaw UJ\ ll bn Sim, thus sht,ws tho reas
-smah]aness of t}ns SR i ]

Aok u_,é \W\,_, J...» Vs uo\ g...,p.s‘,s
mwwwwu\ju l,.MJ m,mau,ﬁ
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‘.»_J_,,o\ ,_gwl..h s U‘ it o.e-_, 1) UL...J’J” \Mct‘;bfn-\
aJ.)sS'- w&ﬂ..j‘ C’J“ ) 191y areyy lbm‘_’ ‘_g\a: N uab \m_l_

“r IL is necessary that a prophet should be f’ound a.n& fha.!: ht“ _' :

_should hea man; he should have special peculiarities which other

- men have not, so that they shall acknowledgo that there g in him
what is not found in them, and that by this he should be distin-
gmshed from them, And it is fit that this man, when found
woerg mlraclcs, should give men a law to guide them, by the

by perrmssmn, command, and revelation of God mosth hlgh and by,
| the descent of the Hoiy Spirit on him.”  Thus, when Moses
armounced to Phavaoh the divine command concernimg the
children of Tsrael, and that tyra:nt veplied,  Who is the Lord,

- Hzm: Vi sierde ‘obey his woice, and. let Israel go 7 he was

'_Exodus Y2



| ,1.@;- |

out ziw cfu!drm qf Im‘ael ff-am among them. Gur Sﬂvml;zl.,'_'_ o
- too, justitied his claim to be Messiah by mnracles” and \Heu
- worked mot, Tike Moses, as_'the agent of God, but by higt ogn

inherent eapability, which he alio gave in measure to his

apostles ‘aftor his TEsuTY "u‘i:mn; when he had mcmved fram '
his Father all power o ',""f'aea#en amf . eart :

wpeals to these signs, as rendering those'‘who did
him inexcusable. % 1f I do not the. works. of »
beliete me not; but if X doy if ye believe not me, behe@.é he
- that ye may know cmd believe that the Father s " ma* andLin,
him." (John x. v Tke work.s t}zad I d:-* in my Fathar's

mrme, they Y bear wctness nj‘ me If A had g

from the Lord Qi the wnrlds ._
L of God other than the fruthe C‘ertmxﬂ ¥ I am come
‘evidence from your Lmd. Command, the;rafﬂre, ¥
me the children of Iarao] He said, If yot hmra come th;] :
sign, produce it, if you are one of thpse who ave true. ’l‘hen
he threw down his rod, and, lo, it was 4 Tnanifest sarpent, aml i
ha“dr_ew forth his hand, and, Io, it was w inﬁe to ﬂxe pec=:
'_-mtors e (Chapter c*n 1(}2) i A e

-.f for

_ d*“"' 1o uaU\u u‘“ djm) (_5." u,n)s ‘Ls'w_,m .J\s_, A

it b e A A
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Those of the seeond are also Sprmﬁe Thus, in the third
chapter, v. 14, “ when the angels said, 0 Mary God certaln]y
has sent thee good tidings of his word from Him, . His name is
~ the Messiah, Jesus, the son of Mm*y; honuured in the present
' and in the future world, and one of those whn are near to God,
And he aha,ll speak in ‘the cmdle, and in advamed life, and
shall be. one of' the nghteous.” .
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e And he shall Szxy to the children of Ismel Gertam]y I come

to you with miracles from your Lord. T will ereate unte you

of the clay ‘as the figure of a bird, and T will breathe into it,

and it shall become a bird, by the permission of God, ' And T

il cure him that hath Deen born blind, and the leper, and T
- will raise the dead, by the pernussmn of (xod Verily, herein,
| Wﬂl be a stgn 0 you, if you beliave.”
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wlth evlde‘nt mwa.oles ';m,d fhasé among them who
he!revers saxd 4 Elns is rtaﬁhmg hut ey ;den;' nmg;c fiy

Jb,ff_ _,d-}ox-*ﬁ.-;.d'o b:dw/-«&azﬂfa
c.-.'.l.:r- JJLN\ ,H,) c...am{ a‘; " !
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Thns we see that the mlmclea Of' bhr:st are allewec} by the
Kmfm, ot int bearing teattm':my to them it betrays the'j igno=' |
rance of the au’rlmr, and therefore ifs human origin; for it -

not only specifies his cwring hodily: defocts, dweasea, and re-
smrmg the dead to 11fe, but the abgard wonders of speakmg_-

i hig mfancy, and makmg a bird, ch;ld:sh dlsplay;s :
forits own. sulse, confounding the. fema-r, contained i the four
ganmne Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke, and J i, with
those in the false ones, written, long after, and nev-gr,acu, ted
. by any. hranch of the. church,m the Eastor in the West. The:

of power

confirmation of the wmission of Moses. and Jesus by nmacles il

was e fact well known to the ;nha.[ntants of. Macm and Medma e

for though they were la%alrs, many of the Arahs ha.d been con 171

. werted both to Judaism ‘and to ()lmshamby ‘and there Were

tribes in Mohammed's time who ‘acknowledged, some Jemgh g

‘and_others Christian sovereigns. They If-‘asonably Yequire
of him the same evidence, and this we learn from the Kovén,
which introduees them econtinually speakmg to this Qfﬂ;xc !
(V. Sur.): ¢« We will not belieye until you bring ng what has-'_' ;
been grauted to the messangers of ERGR R R

fﬂ’f Bj/”/_r} Ca'

_N‘Jﬂdﬁh&wuﬂwwjd

'i‘hua, n t-haptcl "xvn ! )m\ nght Je ourtey: i
“ And they say, “ We will by no means believe in f,hee antil .
thou cause a spring of water to gush forth for i out of the |
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vivers to spring forth from its midst ahundantlv L or

thou caus'est the heaven to fall down upon us in pu,c,c-s, as ‘thoun
hast boasted 3 or thou bring down God and the angels to vouel

for thes; or thou have a house of gold or. t}mu aecendeat by
a ]a(ldier to haaVen Al bRl e _
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And agﬁm, 111..' chapter xxx., \.s.ub“ The Prophets. I :
« And they who act unjustly discourse privately fogether

saying, ©Ts this person any more than aman like yourselveq B

Willye, themf'dre, comie 1o heara piecs of forgery when you
plsmﬁy pereeive it to be such?  But they say the Kordn is.a
confused heap of dre.;ms, nay,. he' has {urrred it may, he'is a
‘poct.  Let him come unto s, therefore,with some Imr'u,la, in
like ﬁlanner as the former prophets were. aer;t.’ ”__,"_ ' BT
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There are many Mohamﬁe‘dsm'ﬂmologiauw who will aceept.- i
the challenge of their prophets incredulous contemporaries,
both Jows and idolaters, and farnish an abundance of mar-
vellous stories concerning lim; some of them going so far as
to say that his miracles exceed in number those of any pre-

-.:-"pr "thou has’c a. garden of palms and vines, and thon.' -
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(,edlng prqphet and re(,lxemng; a1 'mmqu amd others aven
thres thousand.  Among them are the cure of digeases, and -
wqtomtmn to life; but thqse, ﬂhxch If true, and cnnﬁrm&d by
i contemperary ‘evidence, might be 311st1y caﬂed signg, are few
- indeed in. comparison of thoss of a frivolous and legendary
i character, such as ‘ﬂle‘i‘! the reporters to ‘ne cre-dulous Iovers oy

_from Im ﬂngﬁera, tha.t a beam groaned ta hun, Lhaﬁ a camel
complained to i, and that a shoulder of mutton mfarm&rl
him ofits being pomone& ey e s :
i Two of these they endeayour to su pport h*om the I{OI una—-'
das mghtgoumoy to the throne of God, and bis splitting of the

- moon,  They tell us thit s mybtc*nous animal called Borak,
34 from (3 lightning, conveyed him one night from the
~ temple of Mecca to that of Jerusalem, which they forget had
-, been destroyed centuries before by the Romans. Wlﬂ!
Gabriel (he s said successively to have ascended the seven
hénvens; aud received the salutatmn of pahl’larchs, prophets,
and smgels, in their respective mansions, and: that he alone
‘was permitted to pt‘aceerl be’yond within two bow-shots of the

throne, when he felt a cold pierce him to the heart on his

. shoulder being touched by the hand of God. « After ant im-
portant conversation, it is related that he descended to .Teru— o
salem, remounted Borak, and returﬂed to Mecca, hzwmg
\ performed, in a t'.enth pars of a mght this pmdlgmus journey,
a real one i the opinion of most of the Mowlems, but re-
'garded by  the more 111(11@.10113 as a vision. It is recorded,
with variations, and appears in the Sonnah, on the authomty
of soms of his companions.,  But who can vouch for them who
could tmly derive their knowledge of it frgm the ]epllt&‘.tl :

traveller?  If we turn to the Koran, xXvin 1, yWe shall be sut:-' !

prised at, the inventive power of traditionists, for the text upon
which such minute commmtane% have bpen ralsed contams

only this sentencc f s e
i Gibbon, ch. L.
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& Praiso be t) Him who transported ks servant by night

from the qace ‘mosquie. to the most distant motue, the givenis’ ||
of whwhWGBa o blessed, that we might shew him some of |
_dﬁr‘.-sigp‘s;-_f‘df"_;%qa"isl.'hb whﬁfhéjafeﬁh-and:-se.eth;'?-i‘f LRI A
: Tﬁéﬁthei":lé@s;i&,'fo‘i"; which they endeavour fg obtain the i
authority of the Kordin, i ‘the mods in which their apostle
confoumded, in a national agsembly, the malicions challenge of
the Koresh. His resistiess word, according to the tradition,
gplit asunder the orb of the moon, 'W'hiCh;‘ae'sdelldiﬁg'fram her
station in the sky, accomplished the seven revolutions ronnd -
the Caaba, 3 aluted Mohammed, and, suddenly contracting her
dimensions, entered at the collar of his shirt, and issued forth

through the sleave,  The whole is built upon this simple pas-

sage, the commencement of chapter Liv. Rl
5'--,_. ,w‘ ol ,,.-,‘,:_:‘c'.;f‘.'-,'_'@:.";_.i.-;' ;.;;@;.g-;;ﬁ, F\iﬁ -»e,-f;-""

! i Bous yc;:_
s TEhe ‘hour approacheth, and ‘the ntoon lhath been split
asunder; but if they see i sign, they turn aside, saying, ¢ This

| Phe past tense is here supposed by many to have a future
sense, and this splitting is regarded as one of 'the promised -
signs of the day of AiiBmentie o Al IR
" 'We have here specimens how  the fertile imagination of
‘adimiving MQsl_cms-'_comp'lefe the picture, of which, at the best,
the original gives but the slightest outline; and if any one
‘would only cursorily examine the works on' the Kovan of
Beidhawi, and their other admired commentators, they will
finid ‘that they continually forget their proper province " of
explaining, and introdice into narratives, which are rather
hinted than told, new cireumstances, without stating any
anthority for them. Hyery petson, who has any notion of



evidence, must perceive thatsuCh “agsertions are worlh to-
thing, and, indeed, most 'of the miracles aseribed to Mohanumed
- /are only found in very late anthors. . And heve it becontes iri-
portant to state, that, in all the religions of the people ofa Book,
. a8 the Mohammedans call all who profess to have a diving reve-

lation, the Book should be considerad as the sole authority, It
(is, however, a melancholy fact, that, for want of attendin @ to this
plain and simple rule, Jews, Uhiristians, and Moslems have
sworked out systems of religion, thh a’_.‘ﬁiﬁ'l-ﬁitﬁda‘ of ceremonies
unknawn"bg Moses, Christ, and, Mohammed, and in many in-
stanees, contrary to the genius of their respective systems. To

' begin with the J ews, . Jesus told ‘those of his generation, not
‘merely that they added human inventions to the divine oracles,
but even rendered the latter of none effect through their tradi-
tions; and Ho shows how their casuists ingeniously contrived to
evadethe fifth commandment, which requires children tohonor,
“and, if necessary, maintain their parents, not oven by giving to
God’s service what ought o be expended in this obyious duty,
but by merely declaring such to be their intention. | In his
‘age these traditions were only oral; but after the destruc-

tion of Jerusalem, for fear of their ‘heing lost, they were
committed fo writing, and il many volumes far larger
than  the Law and, the Prophets, to the study of which
their Rabbis devote their lives, to the comparative neglect of
the Seriptures, and shew their ecstimation of the twoy by

 likening the latter to water, the former to wine, | Again, the
Ohwistians, though they have 1o such written 'collections, but
must gather their traditions out of Conneils and the writings
of the Fathers, a5 they call all early ecclesiastical writers,
haye strangely corrupted the simplicity of Gospel faith,  The
reader of ccelesiastical history knows. that this corruption early
hbegan, and, when the Roman emperors embraced the faith, prew
worse and worse s 8o that Mohammed, who' probably never
vead the New Testament, and knew only Chyristianity as it
prevailed in Syria and his own Arabia, might well regard it as
little better than, the idolatry of his countrymen. This the
Kordin itself shows’; and we, to whom the Bible is open, and

- who have rejected the hay and stubble which the Roman Ca-

160



Eﬁ&’ﬂef :C!mstxans have bmlt upon the true it
¢ eSS ‘hrlrsb, beliavea that Ged r.used him

_'.(j}gmem of the light, against which ‘they

: _ ;-"éf the first kha,hf’a overran and uccupu,df‘_
| the eastern pr

| umsli these corrupters of the faith, and g WEn B
sferring da::knass. In 1) wondetinﬂy short Wi :

Vi ces. of the Romm empire, aud aby lwgﬂl"j it

I ,Gomtantmqple, t}m mpltal, bicame the seat of o Mohammedan'_ A i

. power. . The. peop!e gengrally, embraced the simple c; i

- theiz vonquevers, which their descendants wntmti }b profess ol
 while those who retain’ the. religion of thein fathers nse litur-
 gies in their ancient. Ianwuageq, liich. few, even of their priests,
! understand, and, not readmg thmr tzcrxpturas, know httlu of |
Ireal Olmsnmty - ! b

as Lhe ir Bool; fTheu- most approved. du@tors, a8 wo havc seem, 0

agnen. that the edifice 0 Islam rests upon thie Kordn, and upon,
kbe Sonnab, or Traditiony ‘that is, as they aintain, ﬁ:e Wm‘d_'
L of God, as coramunicated to the Prophet, and the report, on
. evedible witnesses, of his sayings and’ domgs, Wluc,h are pre-'

f ?sm%c-d to mankind as a mmlel of conduet. R

| It in these traditions that/we read. the rmuum part“tculalsf |

of the I?mphat’s mg,ht Joumey to heaven, and of the

 aseribed tohio. Bakhau is care{"ul to notice the nam of all
thiose throngh whom o tradition has: been ‘-'traﬁszmtted* ‘and

i 'ﬂQI'GS: b

most of these are ulhmatoly teaced up to Abu Hovisa, a friend

of. Mohannm,d, or to his favourite wifs,, Ayesha. But who can
prove this succession, and what reliance may be placeﬁ upon
any of thom?. . Many may be, true, but they sometimes favour -
 doctrines contravy to the| genas of the Kordn, and positively
confradlict it, when they ascribo miracles to: the Prophet. We
vead in the Kdran that both the Jews and the pagan Arabs
required a sign’ from him as evidence of his mission from' Godi
Thoe Jews said,  God has made a covenant with us that-wo
should not helieve any uwssenéer till ho bring us @ 'sacrifice
which tlw fire chall consume, | Angwer, « Thcso_ messengors
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came to you beforo me, with demonstrations and with that

which ye require, (smcmﬁce), and why did ye lull thcm, 1f' yﬂ.'

be t.me B
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(K. 11, 1',_5.‘ Thb Ara,bs mafkmg the same dunand he s
lllatructed to reply (xvin 3) ¢ Prfuse he to my Lﬂld, .
am only 4 man, a. measenuer ' _ ARt
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And in the x1x, chapter 34 it is saud “Tl:us f.hmg be]ongs' :

exclusively to God. Do not believers know, ﬂiat if (:rod were_
willing He would gmde all men?”
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And he even declares f.hmt mu'acleq were w:thheld fmm hun_
in, mercy, lest the cyndemna.txon of those net convinced by
thein should be greater.  * Nothing prevented our sending
thee with the miracles which the people of Mecca desired,

except that the former, to whom we sent, tr eated. t}hem as false,'_
and we destmyed then.” (KVII Gy -

ot '(’
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One mir ac]e, however, he has the conﬁduace boldly to claim,
and one which the Moslem maintain to be superior in its ¢vi-
dence to every other, namel ¥, the «very book itself, which he
appeals to as the credentials of bis embassy.  * This Kordn
could not have been composed by any, except God. 'Will they

say Mohammed has forged it? Amswer. Bring, thuef'ore, :



uha.pter llkt} nnta it_ and L,all whom ye nmy to yuur assxstam:e, :
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_'-And agmn (II X% ! Lol And Jf ye are in tloubt concemmg
the revelation whu'h We"]mve sent down to our servant, pro-

duce a chuyfer lilke tnto it; | :md cadl upun y%;wtﬁbessea, 4

'bemdes God 1f' yo speak e

SR oy rugx i o
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'.:pt”llpdsely asseml.;leﬁ tlmt they mxg,hl; produca t'he Ilke of_

this Km*&n they could not, a]t.hough thay a.ssmi ed one nnother.
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_ Tha Moslems, i theu' d‘lscusamm with Christians, con-
tlmmlly emleavtmr to snlence s w1th this irm aule ‘hicly they

represent, from its’ pemlanence, as far ﬂlrlnasqmg all others,
+ which, from then* nature, terminate in their performance, and
by a future age can only be. received on testimony; whereas

. this is called a smndmg and never——omhng mimc]e, 'tiy J da?aldm'

in 1113 commentm'y :
B \.gl FL;&H '9
'mrl Alga?ah magmﬁes it by aaymg t.ha.t such a mix a,c{e was

(pectliar to Mohamned, and that % God granted it to an

- mneducated man, who had never exercised himself in know ]edge,
and never studied books or travelled in order to acquire know-
ledge, but had always. lived among the most 1gnorant of the
Amb%, an c}rph'm. WEak, :md m;l;;]ectul gl

0
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- And We may acld 'rhat }m lmd 1o fecess, axcapi. by oenvarsa.tmn s

to the knowledge of others, for ho could neither read nor write;

‘but in those days of ignorance, as these are called, this Was 1o

d;sgmwe, singe he sbared it, generally speaking, with his fellow-

 citizens at Moeea, who were called dgmorant, . _,.w'ﬁ 1in oppor

sition to the Jews and (f‘hrtstx;ms of Medina, who were termed
peoplo-of the book, sy ,_}Je\ This notion of the unvivalled
t,tlpt,rmmty of the Korfin is, as a literary work, general among
Moslemns; yet it hag not been universal, for among the seet of

)—5) Motazeleites, JL )U Uwc Tsai Almerdar mamtmned the
posmblhty of ‘writing a mote ecloduent work 5 and Sharastani

"tells'ms, in his accotmt of 1't,110‘mus and ph1losoph1(.al sects,

L}s‘“ ,j.@”, wluch has been transhtfed mto (:rerman, that t}w
mizacle, acoor ding to Ahmdham ( ﬁml‘:) conmsted not in the

~gtyle, but in the matter, It is not fo:u me, an Lm'opeau, -

perfeutly acquamted with,, the' languags, to oppose the general _

: .oplmon, though T may think ‘that the genius of A“rabw, and

its copananeqq, has been far more fully | exhibited by Hm i
in his Discourses, u...:\.-a‘&a Makamat, or in the works of Iﬁim

i Ambshal and T believe that it was not the mere diction, but

the morality, superior to that then prevalent in Arabia—the
narratives of Abraham, and Jesus, and Moses, and othem,
intercsting, though inferior to the true hmtor_y in the Bible— .
and, above all, the sublime &wtri‘pt‘ions of the Deity inter-
spersed, that produced so great an impression. The wonder,

to0, increased with each sticcessive age while literature flou-

pished. ' But, on the other hand, the :1mparﬁa1 will eoumdﬁr

£l that the Korin was from the first regarded ag a madel of

omamental proge compoesition; and this principlo: onee esta-
Blished, none would venture to deviate from it, or, if they

did, would find few admirers.  The Arabs of those times,

“
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.:';f.ﬁ'a Imow", had m athsr htera.ture than thaw herorc snngs,-. (

their: trilies Lpnfehded';_ and cartainly the. umf‘essmn of‘ Lebid,
one of the most, eminent of these, who preferred a chapter

il to ; hla Wil poem, dlld becamé a zealous couvert, goes far

o .‘"_'m’biisl,f" ‘the superwnty (of the Kordn. ' It is only fair
1o ad on the other side, that this is a miracle only to compe-
tenit judges, and they re a very. hm:ted number; for we must

| exclude not only the iy forelgn nations who haye been eon-
: verted a8 the Turks and Persmns, hut ‘even those whose_ '

o mtwe tongue is Arabi if uneducated,

- Mohamwed dl&d&ﬂﬁmg, as we see, +he guﬁ uf mlra,eleg, ap-
| peals o prophecy, and takes to himself the office of the pro-

vich, no’ Jess than in feats of arms,

\‘mised ‘monitor and advocate, 'which, it is remarkable, had

\‘been "-pxevmtmly mmgned first to Montqnua, and afterwards

| to Manes; but in both cases, oven if interpreted only as

. endowed with a f’uller measure ‘of thel Hely Spirit, positively
; Icontmrhctvd by t:he context,. Aucordmg to the Iwrtm (Ixi, 6.)

g & e e o Jb.a //"/

4 '.Ff':m Al dﬁ“”) t.;‘ L}"‘J"“" ‘_s” b ‘»{;n ot '_,.u.ﬁ Jks ..s
i ._._:,,,.- e o ﬁw"lf-"' ’bﬁ.‘ o _./’ B T ’w’)
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Uiy ] | AL A M‘ YR W
-Jesw, tho Son of’ Mary, smd Vem!y, ye ch:ldrm of Tsrael, 1
- am the apostle of God, conﬁmung the: Iaw which wag hefore
 me, and bringing good tidings ‘of an apostle who is. o come
(after me, whose name shall be Ahmed.”* . But our Lord’s

words, as recorded by St Jo}m, s}mw that t]w‘,r qannot apply' :

| to any. subaequmt prophet, -« Nevertheless, I tell you'the .
truth: it s expedient for you' that T go aw ayy ifor 36 T
g not. away the Comforter will not come unto you; but
Af T depart T will send Him  unto you,” xvi. 7. This inter-
 pretation ‘can only he supported by reading mpwluroe for
: -:rocpamlzrmc, a Qbﬂl‘tgﬁ whmh would seam mcomxdemble to one

i This word i dprsw*ri from the same root as Mo}mmmvd,.'a-ﬁd i‘s._'marl}'
equivalent in meaning. - i T i

02



_ accustomed to a langy ﬂge in’ Whlt.,h vnwels wera not ingerted.
The textis thus exp’!mn( d by a Mohamm edan defender of Talame

Id‘,ﬂ,k\]o g...MJ\ M:J,ui\_,\ .&.ﬂ \ok.l-‘:, ML\,» Jm.b \:d\ gm'
Sos®s | The meaning of Paraclete is praise or prmser, ) sl
# praiser or glovifiery’ and these quahtxes were manifest in Mo-

- hammed.  Having » made tlm mistake, he 1'011;1&15 the, word by

.}\ (rrlomﬁ(,r), mstend of Ju( consoler). A person of any
Candaur, who.reads . the whole discourse, must perceive that
the contexct upsets the verbal criticism, This Comforter could
not be Mohammed, for Thow could a man, not born till six
conturies later, comfort these chsmp]es, and bring t}nngq to
their remembrance. Certainly he could be no man, for Jesus
expressly ‘said that the woeld cannot see Him, and that HL.-'
shall dwell in them: and we read, in the opening of the Book
of Acts, that our Lbrd ha.vmg, after his ;esnrractlon, ﬂssembled :
the oleven apostles, commanded them not to depart from Jern-
galem, but to wait for ‘the prqrmse of the Father, whmh he
says, ¢ ye have hes ard from mes for John truly baptwod w:t*h
water, but ye shall be ?)aptwwd with the Holy Ghost .not man'c;
days henee:” and when the Jewish fenst of Pentecost was comes
nnly ten days after, we read that they were all, with one ac-
cord, in one place, and were all filled with the Holy Spirit,
anid bogan to speak with otber tongues, as the Spirit gave them
utterance. It was also the office of this Comforter and Adyo-
cate, not to make any new revelation, but to glorify Jesus—to
take of his doctrines, and to shew and to explain them to his
almstioal_ 1t is manifest, then, that the prophecy s fulfilled
in that generation, and by the miraculous power. the Holy
Spirit conferred on the fivst teachers of Christianity.

- Both Jews and Christians might reasonably reply that he had
altered the received text: that th(, Messiah had been from the
beginning, through a succession of ages, the gmnd object of
prophecy 3 and that, if the Alrmé,hty had determined to revesl
his will through another messenger; he who agsumed that chas
yioter should be able to bring forward from the ancient
S 'lptm og some clear and mamnifest predwtlon Fle en-

1 9':6 '
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; _._e” JeWh of Me!:va w1t11 thw ngt,;_' )

ik

Wn vaus& 5 f'or"_

":'___But in mee,tmg el pc}f)lllal' objmuon he unc()mmoml . o

¢ ,_;conﬁrm fms own e ot

i a5 been sent down to us, and in that which hag been ||
it bent clawn (to you, :mcI o God and wur Crozl 8 one iy

| He also mwnfmq, that as tha {xos_pd conht'xm:d the prwmm
.':_,mwlatwr ‘o M@sa,s, 80 it does the Subsequmt one made to

'y

i 'Pfﬁng the. Scﬂptmes to the suppression of prodlctmm__ |

of Thinself :md His mxsmn, hls followers, however, reject,

the whole as  spurious.’ Nwm*theléss, they are ready to.
_'except frm,n this mndemmtzon any. passages which they

f W"‘lbp}xeve,”: he sa;ya, (xxix. S1.) *in that

mself‘l Tt would seem, therefore, that he linited hw chargp.' fitt

thmk can he nmde to tell in their  favonr, The followmg

‘cited Hy their early controversialists, and are  cone
i hqually repeated : thoy need only to be stated, to. shew how
| vain s the attempt,’ The first is| fhie commencement of the
O hymn in which
O XXNHLY 2 God eanie from Sinaiy and rose up from Seer polu
nto ‘them. Ue sﬁww& fmm Mauﬂé Paran, and’ IIe coame will
Lten &faoum}ad of fwﬂy ones ; j'rw;a Fes myﬂt hand went JSorth for i
 them a fiery low.” "Tho contéxt sheiws a reference to a singlo
b 'event, namely, the promtﬂgahou of the law ; and thcse thrée |-
niountaing st have heen pedks of the same chain.  But
- Moslem divines, without ¢ any attempt at veasoning , assume that
- the three d;speusmonb are ﬁg&mﬂvdy repre*aented by these
! "mounmxm_ the first, of' course, the Jewishs the' second the
i C:hrxsﬁan; and the thived the | Mohammudm, because there is
2 mount Paran near Mccca. ‘But to establish their inter-
(pretation they are forved to assume thet Sait is 4 Iourtain in
- Galilee, an assertion in which thw derive no assistance from
rwowraphy The seef;ud pa,qsage is from the fiftieth Paa.lua,

MO‘-;&S blesses the. uh;,ldreu of Istael (Deut. P



' and, we may add, is still more forced, for it is absurd to sup-
] pose, hecanse the Prophet's name is the. past paticiple of the
verb “to praise,” therefore it, and like demvatlons from this"-
root; must, wherever they oceur, refer o him. |

oyt S0 sy o g
“ God shewed from Smn A praised croWn | |
T}us is, indeed, the sense of the s‘:yrlac Vcrsmn, yﬁt 11: i not_-_ ;
§0 rendwred in the Ambxc, and the idea of praise is not found
in the original, which is rendered, Out of Sion the Pﬁnr‘ -
fection of beauty. hath God appeared.” i i
(Of the two eredentials which are 3u3t1y requued of a dxvme .
mission, wairacles and predictions, Mohammed, by his own con-
fession, did not possess the first, and we have shewn that hel_: !
can establmh no claim to the souonrl, and a8 he was not the,.: )
subject of prophecy, so he ‘was not Inmse]f like Jesus, or |
even Moses, endowed with that gift. | His assumed revela-
tion, ma,de to a mua man, must rest on 1ts 1111:.1‘1!‘.516 excellence.,
Clirist, on the contrary, has been, from the fivst to the last _
book of the Hebrew Scriptures, the grand theme of pruphecy ]
and that with a such specification of his character, his work,
and the minute putlw]a,rs of hig death, as can apply to no.
other person. . The Korén allows that He came with manifest
b}gns, and enumeratesfamong them the curing the sick and
raising the dead, while it declares Mohammed to be but a more
man raised up to be an admonisher of his breth1 any Jesus s
indeed represented as a creature Wh{) claims to hie no more than
the servant of God, yet he is announced as not like other sons
of men, but (1v,) as the Word of God convoyed into Mary,
and a spirit proceeding from Him; and his being always called
the Son of Mary, intimates that he had no father. Beidhan
says he is therefore the Word, because created by the wotd
spoken ; but Giazali, n his Confession, uses Janguac_re ‘not ans
like that of the Greek I‘ather‘s, sp{,akinrf of it as eoternal, sub-
sisting in Grod's essence, &' (.J «4jls and umlike the speech
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of his creatures, which ig spoken by the tongue and committed
: to writing. Mchammed, the Traditions tell us, to qualify



!um for ln»a aﬂiua, hmi hJ.s bﬁdy optned and s soul Washed--.
from. the gtain of Ada.ma guilt. | Bat Jesus lis declared to have
' been camewed and born without .sin, His  crucifixion  is

e denied, but his exaltation to heaven is aﬂirmed but he is to come
| againat the close of the dlspensatlon, not,aswe believe,in glorious

. and to prepare
 The message, it is reasonable to suppose, iv proportioned to the
dignity 'of th ,_me&ssenger, and 0 argues the author of the

s?mﬂ we escape if we neglect so. great. salvation, . The conclu-

L sion is of conrse denied by Mohammed, for the admission of it
wonld. be fatal to him, for he prafe ses to come with no

new revelation, only with a revival of the religion of Abra-
ham.  Even this we deny;  for we maintain that'  the

sut helief in the promise of salvatlon through the future sacri-
pically exhibited to lim in the substitution of the ram. for
gﬁnts of God a8 the condition of salvahon, but these command-
énts are not represented, to use the Psalmist's language, as
peeding broad : ‘they have neither the strictness of the Mosaic

, nor the perfecnon of Christian  ethics ; and  the forgive-

'o other gmund% for forgnrmmas are assxgned than his

¢s of books which haye never existed, as in this passage —
e believe in Ctod, imd in that which has been sent down to
‘i that which came down to Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac,

‘majesty to Judge both quick and dead, but to destroy Antichrist,
the way for the veturn of the Arabian Prophet.

-.‘,1?

Ep]ﬁﬂﬂto the IIebreWs, who, beglnnu}g with declaring that God, =
~who spoke in times of old through the Prophets, Kanis in thess
last days spokeu through his Son, goes on fo' say, “Tlsr’refwe.
\we ought to give the more sarnest heed to the things whick we
| have heard, lest at any time we .should let them. sliv, for how

ehgiml of the Father of the faithful was not mere’ i Deism, .
e of the Son of God, and that he rejoiced when he saw it

18 0Wn son. The I{omn demands obedience to the command-

: of the shortcomings of the Moslems, by the mercy of God -

::'_’ from hcaven, as the Koran profe@svs t0 be and he even

e e



- and Jat:@b and ﬂze fmbes of }srﬂ.el m*ld t]_ at
Moses, and Jesus, and the Prophc,ta, f'mm their Lortl, and
make no difference between them.” . Hig g ¢ross ignorance both
of the Law and of Christianity could not have been imagined

| w‘hmh camelifo

,except on hig' own shewmg' for e spaakzs of them s codes,
as if the former was not '1m;ernmed with the hmtm‘y ‘of ithe

ol "Ismehtea, and that there was n(it one, but four
4 of whmh conld ‘have! been sent down to Jes

narvatives of his life’ and doeath, and wsurieﬁtm ! ascension,

gaspels~ Hone |
since they are |

and must; have been written after those events. | The Eplstlw; i
seen not o have been kiiown to hzm, even' by name, and he'ls | |
evidently ignorant of their contents, and of the very essence
Lok hmtmmty, for he' adoptq the absurd notion of the Gnostick,
 that Jesus was taken up alive into heaven, while another was

eracified tn his stead; thug' ucknowledging that ‘the doctrine
of the Cross was to him not the powet or wisdom of God but. i
'-fuo]ulmeﬂs, as it wus'to the Jow aild the idolatess i ki B
| Notwithstauding the' guesses whwh have bem rerpeaned fmm..
age to ago of the assistance of Cﬂrmmans in the compomhmz@; :

of the Korén, the book itsel? seers to shew that all his know="
ledge of facts was derived from Jowish: traditions and apoerye

phal gospels,  Thus, by additions and. alterations he has
deprived the'interesting hmtory ‘of Jogeph of the attraction
whiich it possesses in t.he Bible narrative, withont in any degree
~ strengthening his own cause, and, instead of enlarging’ on the
genuine miracles of our Lord, he specifies Liis slmcnkmg in the
cradle, and his making sparrows ont of clay, and giving them
life.  Such miracles we may read in apocryphal gospels still
 preserved, and many of his variations from the Old-Testament -
history niay be traced to Jewish authorities, The remainder,
wemay therefore presume, weve devived from the same sorrce,
and believed by himself to be true. © And now, if the J ewmh"- |
and Christian nareatives in the Seripture be true, the contra~
dictory statements in the Kovén must be false; and eonseq’uentl s
that book cannot have been a divine revelation, s
Our Saviom condemned his own generation  for mlqmtox-
pretmg the Seriptures, but he never said that thev had corrnpted



thelm Sﬁ; Pa.ul uba&rvw tlmt it was t;helr glcrry that to them
werecommitted the oracles of Giod, and we h;we reason tohelieve

~ that thay werg fmthtldtg their peust,  Their reverence, indeed,
in every age, for the integrity of the text,.has hem unexampled,
“and to it we owe the wonderful confoxmlt_y to ofe another of the
:Habrew manuscripts f:hat have beencollated. Mhere is no reason
to suppose that the Jews of Arabia were an exception; and, even

i -__-'ﬁif disposed to alter their copies, their fraud would have heen of

“moayail mthouf the cﬁdoperatmn of the Christigns, whoy by their
- .spml;ual ‘birth, had mhex ited their %npmres, agret,nw in the
it while the y dlﬁu‘ed in their interpretation of it The limited

. yision of the Arabian Prophet did not extend beyond the natrow

| irele in which he moved, and it never occurred to him that the
- Jews were found in all the principal cities of the Roman empire,

| whzch, long before his time, had emhraced the (“hnstmn faith
Cand that those two. bodies, Jealous ‘of eacls other, offered the

1 best. guarantee for the integrity of the uncient Seriptures;

The Jews still carefully preserve their prophecies of the Mes-

| siaki, though they cannot fail to be  embarrassed by their

_Eapplu..a.tmn to Jesus, which in some instances they can only
evade by the. fanuful invention of t.wu Megsiahs, one to sufter;

“and the other to reign, and to he borm in- differont tmbes.
Surely if they have not yielded fo the temptation of fLIt_.crmg_
some of these, it cannot be supposed that they would blot out
the predictions of another Prophet. qT'he modern Mobamme-
dans, who vepeat this objection, oughtto be able to shew us some
copios that bear out this assertion, and, if candid, they wonld |
' allow that tho objection is untenable. | It should) be explained.
‘to them ‘that it s a facty' of w}uch, as vontrovemmhsts, they
ought not to be ignorant, that the Scriptures have from  the
beginning been read out in ‘considerable. portions in 'the rex
spoctive religious assemblies of Jews and Christiang; that copies
st have been soon multlphcd that they have bum quoted
as Seripture by a long series of authors, heginning with those
who had known the st successors of the a,postiw, that they
‘had been translated into the Latin and Syriac probably before
the end. of the first contury : and that in ne controversy did



| uther party brina forths m
~ allowed by the 0t,her.
| Alterations, then, of any

° ts supparta text w]nc’:h was"”" '

mxportance cmild no@h&ve ﬁﬂeuped % |
.deteetmn, and we might. without hasammon have acaepmd 1o

' genuine tho Striptures which, as now printed, we hear orread.

 Stillitis a satisfaction to know that many munuacrlpts,both ofthe

- Hebrew and Greek: Scrlptm'es, are extant, of preat antiquity,

. and some of the latter are pramounced by | those who, from
study of the sulgect. are competent to form a judgment, anterior

to. the time of Mohammied, ’I‘he Old *'I‘esnmmnt waa'tramlatedh

into Grreek long before the coming of Cheist 3 and the Samaris
' tans, who have been the rivaly of the Jews ever since their |
retumn from Babylon, have also a Pentateuch, certainly not
alteved after that era,/and only in' a fow pointsy and those mot

bearing upon doetrine, differing from the Jewish copy.

| It wonld be casy to prove from these premises the substan-
_itial integrity of the text of the Old and New Testaments, but
the Moslems have of late been told, of vavious ‘readings, and |
theiv informers dishonestly, or. from  ignoramce, magnify their!
'meortance. It should be explained to them that thers are
‘none in the Old Testament, and very few in the New, that
affect any doctrine, ' The collations  that have been que

 attest the diligence of Biblical erities s and their general consent e
to exelidé from St John's first Eplsﬂo, notwithstanding the:

internal ‘evidence in its favour, and the support of the Latin
" version, the formal eclaration of the’ Trmztv, i an inconw |

. trovertible instance of their honesty.  The ouly remaining docs
trinal fests ‘are positive aet,laramom of the divinity of ithes

- Saviour, but both doctrines muy be proved from other pag-

'sa\ge%, and, as it has been justly observed, the divinity of

Jesus is interwoven into the very frame and testure of Lhe"

Bible, and written in it as with a sembeam.

| Mo Moslews, hewover, do not ‘deny that tlrose dactrmes'

are contained in our present copies, © The great point in argu-
ing with them is to ‘whew the impossibility of any material

variation in a volume, shich has beon preserved by all Ohris-.

i tums, however they may dxﬁ"er in itg }ntPl‘pmt'LthIl, a8 theu-
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 common property, whwh they *wtmld not suifc.r to el
i letredy i Al g :
e accept the Korﬁ,n as. 1t is presented o8 us hut Wore we 9
ca.ll in question its antheutxc:ty, how much less would its ade
 yoeates have to say in its support,  The Korin professes to.bea
direct revelation from God to one man, Qur books weve written,
 during a perlod of fifteen centuries, by se‘veral, moved by the
 Holy Ghost; and if the authantlclty of any one were: donbted,
and we consented  to reject ity the same doctrines: could e,
'_Proved fmm the rest. | Thefacts in the gospels avethe basis of
 the reasonings and ex}mrtanous in the epistles; and both, by
: she“fmg tho fulfilment of many prophemet;, confirm. the, books
in which. they occur, But it would not be easy to satisfy an
© objector that the Kovan, edited by thie Khalif {Dthman from |
' the copy made by his predecessor Abubekr, and. committed to

il the custody of Hafsa, one of the. Prophet’s: widows, was sub-

stantlally the same g8 that which he himself (,ommluumted in
 his lifetime. | We vead of no careful collection of his numerous
,_revelanons, though he had so many secretaries ; and if we ask
" how it happens thut there should be so few and such unimportant
., vavious readings, the answer is, that Othnmn ordered all the
copies that differed from fhe one in Hafsa’s keeping to be
destroyeds The chroﬂoiogcai order wonld have best conveyed
the state of mind of the author, and thiy would seem to have
. been the natural arrangement, as we are told that some chap-
| -tera were. revealed at Mecca, and others at Medina:  But

i commentators inform. us, 1 believe without stating their an-

thority, that there are in both interpolations of verses revealed

- ut the other city. The tra.nmtlons, also, to different subjects are

frequent, and wo may suspect thatinany of these chapters have
been subﬂequemlv put together  The difficalty, probably, of
carrying out a better arrangement, led the compilers simply to
class them aceor ding to their length, . The Korén, during Mo~
.hammeds lifotime, was read, and recited, and committed  to
memor s 80 that we may rea.sonably receive it as genuine, and
believa that none would presume to add to what they I'mpr't,tfd
as dwme revelation. Omhsmns are more easily conceived,
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R ;'_'_mgd we Imnw ai‘ an 1mporﬁmt~m:e, ourmslass m ay,uthomy tlmn"’-

. ask why God shonld malce, and at such shovt intery

't}:at of the Khalif Orar, (i The worst fﬁatijrp of thel Kmfm,-. ’

. and which, duly c.onaldered is fatal to ifs blull%ﬁf i 1y i
18 its palpable contradictions,, an,fl an attempt is made tﬂ_ swvaf-

its eredit. by the doctrine of . abmgatmu, but this shews the
! unsatlsfagtory axmnrrament nf thu_ book{, f01 ﬂm 4brogat,c-d '
| werses sometimes fo]low thiese that, ﬁbmgate blmh . theory
is very convement, but the mhehever has. claarly a right té)-

als, cons

tradmtory T evel.mans, a,smgnmg, tog, 0o reason for the; C.Ei&l’}é,(ﬁ

e = T Khalf‘a,, in. hls encydopaﬁm of oruanml Iaa.rmng, has,
among his. numerous bramches of  the mi,erpreldtmn of' tJle'
Kovan, one on the kuowledg Ch @f abmgatmg_‘ and. ahrogated--

| verses's and  Maracei, in hig elaborate edition of the

 Korin, cites an | instructive, passage from | Abu A,lkasxm_-
.--;Hebat Allsh, fmm which we. learn. that  there are no less
than 1225 abrogated commands, 'I‘hm is 'm0/ ingenious mo-|
- dern device to solve the diffioulty and isave the! ‘reputation
" of the reyelation, for the conty adictions ave so. [)alp.xbla*, and so
1mportant that they must from  the firsh haye been bwuéht:_' |
forward by Mohammed’s opponents.. And he, himself thus en
deavours to mest the. objection : «When we substitute a verse
 in the place of a verso, (and God knows best the fitness of that
__whzch he &ends down ) unbehevers say thuu sl only o furgﬂr."';-_

sl L 5 e

" Thm ﬂtct which s nndamable, mnsﬁ convmce any mq)-nf;lal'
 inquiger of the human origin  of the Korén, and the absurdit g
is’ heighitened on the supposition of its bvmg an eternal tran-

| seript uf the divine will, especially when no cinse is aswrned'

. for. the Lhmlrre - Thus the w ors,luppel Had been frst oo
' manded to turn in prayer to Jevasalem, and within a year the
Kiblahy or place to which he is to loak, is changed to Meceas
Srom the temple of Solomon to that of Abr ahanm, I‘hls a.1b1~ 0
 trary change ought to shake the faith of the Moslem. Those swho
-~ xgject the fmthomty of the Prophet can easily explain it, on the
_ supposltmn that, aftor & short trial, he found he, hid more to hup(, |
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. from Ins pagan comrnymen th:m from the Jows. He says; it
c,xphmatmn, that| ‘every sect has'a frdet i lJewen towards

which its members turn; but inconsistently ocenrs, a little
earlior, this verse, which the context shews must he 'zbrogated
“To God belong the east and the west: therefore, wherever ye

tuen j’ourselves to pray, t}mra 18 the faoe of (;or] f‘m Gnd 18

ommp;esent and nmmscwnt. :
e g G AR e i Grtom .9 t'.-r’(ud’ -

' ‘..nlsea\_, 41}\ iali’la.a-) (,uyyl.»\aw)n.] % "ta.l!_,
A still more lmpcr’zant change appears 111----M0hammed himself,

Asa prewdxel at Meu,a, he claims 10’ more than toleration
for i roligion 5 ‘but at Medina, as a prince, he deslares, Tslany

to be the only true faith, and ap?eals no Iong,er to azgument

but to the sword.

Tn the 218t verse of the 5th S’ura, Chmtlam ‘and Jews
are accnsed of cmmdennn thnmse!ves to be the élosen
peoplc of 'God, while tlxey mmh‘f cJasﬂv conclude from the

QL.

divine pumshments with which they were visited that they

stood in the same position with other men whose merits would,

not be determined Il the day of judgment. The remark
follows that God had 1mpressed a particular mark upon each
ration, and as it had not plc.ased him to unite them all in one
veligion, it followed that each nation would be Judged by its

own law, ' 'The practical ‘precept iy deduced that they only |
who have tvansgressed the law vouchsafed unto them shall
be considered guilty : and in thﬁ sartie Surah it is declaved

that no fear shall conie on any one among Moslers, Christians,
JGWS, a,nd aven Sabians, who believes in Gocl and the last day,
and has acted justly, and that he shall not be afflicted, At

Medina he entirely changed his. tono these liberal sentiments

are abroguted and now--
2 > f‘.‘/ CE e . B .-v G 2 O . o

b G Eal) GSkel G sl et

% FUI those who do not bvllew in God fmd his prophet, ¢e1.'n'
a.mI) for the unhehevels we. huvo pl-opfmr(,rl hell 2 (R VR

1)
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il Va1 ily those who chabdmve St signis e wﬂl surely broil
i the five: a8 often a5 their sking shiall be burned we will
_g‘lvc thcm othu skms, that they may ta.sire Lhe torment o (,rv.-
v /-M aJ'J“' Fcr.f'cp‘ b e -"-bwff- A:--ba
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“ Whoever fullowuth any rehgaon but Islam it 3ha1l Dot
be a.ccepfbd and in the next world he sha[l be of those who"
1;91&:}1 il
1 With abrogataon may 't)c classed the Pmphet’ expreqs exr
cmption from the law which he binds’ upon his followers, which
would be considered 4 largo' indnlgenceif we did not know that
the Ar abs, before his time, were. under 1o restrxctmns. Four
wives s unders’mod to be the, allowed number, but it is ex-
pxess]v smd i the Korfm thai; it is his peculiar pi‘j‘#ﬂuae._
to marry as many as he plenses, ahove the rest of the true
believers (¥XX 0L 49 and ho ¢ appears, from aod. mthamty,-.
to have had at least twenty-one, To us these facts spealk for
themselyes, We are only astonished that thev did not break the
..(,harm in his ]1fet1m9 and that even now they do not dunmxsh} -
the reverence or ' shake the faith of his followers, '
Mohammcd as the seal of the Prophets, elaims, both for;
lnrmolf and h;q message, A superiority, which he st unable to |
substantiate,  An nnpartlal observer, one who is neither
Chyistian nor Moslem, must allow his inferiority. oven to
Moses, a man like himself; and thongh the Korfin rejects the
divinity of Christ, yet it raises him above humanity, and thereby
renders his subordination absurd and untenable. If we ask
in what respects the Korin excels the Gospel we can get no
satisfactory reply. It is nothlng but an authoritative republi-
. cation of the religion of nature, the rev clatmn of | one God tho.



| :creator and/ governor of the world, who reqmws obedionce to
his communds, Whlch ina future ‘state, he will reward with

eternal happiness. | Islan, therefore, places man under the

covenant of works, which be is unablo to keep; and holds out
‘neither the promise of spiritual aid, nor any reasonable ex-

‘pectation of the. pﬂrdon of hrs transgrcssmns, or of omissions of

| duty. A

The, Mohammudan skandard ot? morahfv is fa.r hp hcr than ;

that of the Hindoo or Chinese, or any other people w ho do not

walkiin the hght of Levclatwn._ It f:.urpassea, ‘100, that of the |

- heathen p}nloso]ﬁhem, ‘oven of. Axistotle) or of the Stoics,

‘becaunse it derives Obllé,,&f«luﬂ, not as they were forced to do,

from the fitness of things, its Emtanl@ness to & rational, being,

or the mhewnt lnveimass of vittue, but from the will of God,

ereator and governor of mankind; of duty to whom, the most

important branch of momhty, they weve necessavily ignorant.

“8till it will hear mo . comparison mfh that 'of 'the Law, and

yet less with that ‘of the Gcn:pel which developed the true
pr muple of the former, and extends the pr ohibition from overt
acts to the desives from which they spring. We learn ftom

' the lughest author{ty thaf, Moses atlowed the Tsraclites, on

 account of the hardness of their hearts, a faullty of divorge,
contrary fo the design of the Creator ; and we know that, from

the examplc of Abraham and Jacob, it sﬂen’dy tolerated poly-
. gamy. The Kordn expressly allows four wives, and sets no
limitation fo !‘.he number of concubmes, and, by u strange law,

requires that no Tmsband can take back a leputhated wife

il she has, marne_d another and been divorced by him.
"The object of the law we may presume to: be to check the

practice of a hasty, mconsniex ate dismissal of awife. Retalia=

tion, and the avenging of bloodshed, which Moses found preva~
lent, he did not abohsh, but modxf’y, and these are retained
by Moharamed; though he furbade female infanticide and
other bzubawus and supevstitions customs of his idolatrous

countrymen The specla.l command to exterminate t}le Ccmaamteq '

hepleaded, to Justlfy the use of the sword as an instrument of
conyersion When argument had failed to produce its pr oper

[
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effect. | Tt the earlier _ﬁﬁ;&'--?.h@jr:té& i-.-"da;;ré‘-_-:gf.-'hi-r;*-\adxérsiryrﬁ:--}ﬁ- .

Meoea, he had digclained any other method 'than persu asion,

and even declaved that it was' not necessary for salvation to

_einbi‘éii_’?e the true religion, for God would accept all who, under.
- any systen of faith, endeavoured to diseover, his will, andito -

‘obey him.  But the chapters which p tofiess to haye been revealed
to lim at ‘Medina, wh ere he reigned withoad _“coi-‘itr_ql , breathe a
less liboral fspult, reqiiir-iiagf‘,fﬁﬂf’id' ‘submit to' '_-%iislahﬁ'-;i_isi'-{}fl_g. only

voud tosalvation. Queh 4 fandamental change excites a/strong

_ suéi:’iicioﬁ--afgaiﬁ-sit-' the Ie__gi,ql'a.to'f;nnd an .arg-pmé;_ﬂ against t_,?i'aﬁ;in-.a._ I
spiration of the Koran for venson confirme Balaan’s declava-

{ion that God Jis not a son of man that be should repent s He

who knows and 'has avranged all things from the begifining
changeth not, Andamethod of conversion ghat was allowed after

wards, could 'l}arrcily-*hmfe;’beén'Q]aj:e_ntiaih-able.f:_}ieff}re.’f The authos =

rizeduse of the sword invests with a peculiar glory the champion

of the faith, and if be falls ina religious war he is reckoned in the
army of martyrs, and admitted into immediate bligs. It was the

convigtion '.'t')f-_’ch:_'ié:?:.i'lbdtx\'in_('a,'_-si_;-fengﬂiﬁa;i‘e(1"-Wﬁﬁ:ﬁe_-ft_i.’s.i‘_'iur'a'r_u;‘_-ﬁ“z'gf-'a:ald”i"-? |
v__i-ne-.'pre’rlesr,i_’n-a.ticm_,w'hit_sh'nverrul-éd}themsiﬂit-:of';'b_attles,ﬂia._tr'en- )
dered the Moslem soldiers invincible, and tended sp powerfully,

whion the faith was fresh and vigorous, to spread Islam rapidly

e

in every divection. With morc mercy and prudence. than, con-

siﬁféné_:jf-,- the alternative of a capitation tax was offered to the
contuered, and, in consequence, thise denominations of Uhris-

tians who were treated as heretics by sthe dominant party in
Qyrin and Lgypt preferred the supremacy of & Moslem gover-
- nor to the yoke of the Kmperor. In many respects the Korén

itates the Pentateuch, but its _:.;a.piri_t-@i’s:.cdmparﬁtimdyi‘rm-n the

L earth, With all its 'declai‘:éz-tir_ms."-'-'oE--.tl-z'e;-'uhity' of ’_ch@'--%dhea;df, it

has no equivalent to the call to love Him with all the powers
Both of the heart and of the understanding ; and though among
the epithets of the supreme __Being-,- the merciful, the compas-
sionato, and the pracious, are infermixed with those that
emﬁo.nncg: his pn‘Wel", intelligence, and. perfection, it is not as
an affectionate father, but as a4 just and mereiful sovereign, that
God appears in the Kordn; and the Moslems that deserve the

¥



nama are ms respacf:ful a.nd ohed:ent aewanta, nﬁt his. adﬁpted
chlldnan and the brethren of his Son. Iﬁtercesuon is, acknow-

led od in words, but can hava m .reahty_,,when 1;ndert1ken by .

 and the Komn'

/ 1)*11:. mclepnnd :ntly ‘of Iitﬁ lﬁtmﬁs -

amp]e of. m;ﬁa]len{.e, whereas the most enthugiastic admirers of

Mahamrned must helieve hxm‘-:tqlhav'- ="bem1 \an dmper foct and
 After making the most mdulgeut ¥
5 conduct respecting womnen con-

inconsistent, chma;té_'_
allowance for his positio
victs hml nf hcentmusﬁaﬂs and dizphmty s and though he mlght
honea’oly pmclaun th ";'umty ‘of the Deu;y, there was . pwsmnp.

tion and’ selhsbness in ma}dng his own apoﬂﬂenth its insepa-
rab ¥ '_dJunci:‘ The best system of ethms is in itself powellcss Y

the agination may. admire, and | the _}ncigmant may approye, .

' but wmhaut an adequnta mdur,ement it mitigt vemain an inopera-
tive, o dead’ lotter,  For who will have resolution to deny
hkmmlf in mder tn Lonfmm to Ia.ws whmh would restram his

passions,, and sometxmes oppcrﬂe ' his, mterests, and even hm._
repututmn? The virtues that promote the welfave of! society;.
as charity almost always, and sometites justice, ave popular;
but a stricter life than that of the generality, notwithstanding
prudence and 'f’orbearance s will proyoke censure, sinceitconveys -

a silent reproof shich free livers cannot endure, Now Mohanm-
med had no higher motives to enforce ahedience than  those

cotmon to, all rehgmns-—mthe Joys of paradise and heaven, and ||
the torments of hell, on which he is continually expatiatings
and which he describes with the minate aceuracy of an eye-.
witness.  For their reality we have only the tesnmbny of &
man like ourqel?es, who, if his word be. doubt,ed eannot appeal

.1,

1] ﬂéé, it has Lwo qul;}pl ;' “
vemmmencldmons whmh 1o other tode can boasm The first PR
that'its precepts are all embodied in a living and perfect ex-




to pmphecy or' rnirac]e, of smy attestatmn to" }us veramty
. 'Wherveas the upiostles persaade men knowing the terrors of the
_Lord‘ and, by the pioimsa of such happmass as eye hig not
‘seen, oot ear 'heard, ner human _\mdemtandm has conceived,
yet is revealed to believers'by the Spirit. Our. S‘awaut, by
" his resurrechion, brought life and’ nnmortahty to light, and this
i 'pt‘nhcl:,d a sirong motive. 10 obeauxeme: ‘and by his ascension
e obtained the graces as well as the extraordmary gifts of the
Spnmn “His Grospel also exhibits a constraining motive in his
disinterested philanthropy, surpasmng Lknowledge, which Jed
him to die for mankind while yet, as sinuners, his enemies § ancl to .
‘reconeile, by his pa.mful and i 1wminions sacnﬁc,e éf‘hlmself'
once for all, upon ‘the a,ltar of his eross, men to ‘his Father, und_
" his Father tomen, Love to him, theiz Redeemer and Intevcessor,
their thuu and their Priest, their King and the:r future Judge,
is the governing puncxple that is to rqgulame their lives; and
: prodncna .steady, consmmm, am{ Faithful obedlenw to all hls
commzmdments “ e love of | Christ, saya one apuat}e, “ eon-
strainethus; becanse we thus judge, t]mdfane died for ail, then
\were all dead : “and that He died for all, that they who live
showtd not Jiencefarfﬁ live wnto themselves, but wnto Him, wko
died for them, and 1936 a_gaén "2 Cor.v. 14,16, And ano~
ther apostle writes (1 Jobn iy. 1), And this | command-
ment have we from Him, Let him who loweth God, love his
‘brother also.”  And again, says St. Paul (Romans xiii. 10, 9),
I me is the fulfilling of the lawy for this, thow sholé wot
commit adullery, for this thow ‘shalt ‘ot kill, for this thou
shalt not steal; thou shalt not bear false witngss, thou shalt mot
comet ; and if there bo any other commandment, it s briefly
compréfzeraded in this .s*aymg, Tixou sﬁalt love ﬂay ne gkbaw
as th yself.”
0 algodly and nnhieous life is to entltle a man to éternal
" happiness, the ‘Christian” has many advantages | over the
Moslem, who cannot deny that his law is purer and more
comprehensive than his own ; that it also exhibits a wore com=
pléte patfern -of obiedience, and is enforced by better promises
“of'divine aid, and recommended by more effectual motives.




'.:Thﬂ L%“‘Fs ht;-ww&r s pemfeu, tmd :equmas perfect obedmme :

' and he whol pai‘feﬁtly fulfils it in every particular may clain

" Dhat i Wrml;an,”

- -etemal happmess of r:ght, as the reward of his obedience, apd
A )

ived who could  pas foryward such pretensions ?
Non gure to den, thatin some respects they reqmre'
_:_fargwcmass bt the. ancmn“ romising language of the Law is
4 Do this. and live, Emd 8t Pa,tl tells the G‘ra.la.tmm, iii 10,
% Cresod is every, jong  that! continveth

 notin all things. which
A perf'ect, law, clearly defining dm}n but allowing no excuse
“for. the  leust failure, smtl"hgl&mg out Do assistance: towards

. keaping it, is caleulated to dr 6 an awakened sinner to despaivs
':g;nd--thqas;-_w.f liom-..-th’v’a-;_o- b 'ay of salvation has ot tieen

Jtake refuga e1hlxm. in —imposed ‘austerities, or

w!m,h {hey hope .-to-_'amppeaase tha wrath of ajustly-offended God.
' His holiness canmot pardon witho adequate conipensation,
anil to proyide this, and to, pacify in ounsequﬂnce, a disturbed
-_conmenca, has been the endeavout of every falsa systam o i
religion, The Grospal alone, in t‘onfommty with its meaning of
__'-.gom&' '_Em 5, ghows, by the. voluntary sacrifice of the Redeemer
* upon the cross, that God can be just @yen in the act of jus-
:_I'-tlf'ymg for hig sake the u 0 ly5 but then it can. on!y be thote
.who accept Iua:,‘ﬁnisheu salvat.wn, because t.he Father hiag lmd
“upon his co~eqnal Son the, iniquity of all lzahwera, and it is by

vill: qsllbwhis elaimy | But: where abd. when has e

_'--'Wf’iﬁen in the Lasw, to do them. AR

works, or in a;n}r foxmsl of wﬂl«-wwshlp by' iy

Alis stripes that we arg kealed (Isainh Jiii. 3)! By bis own works

' no man living can e J‘Jl.StlﬁLd. Salvation, comequently, mustibe
. entirely of grace (favour): and he who has, discoveved his own
sinfultess snd the holiness of Grod, will renounce. all prete.umona
. to merit, and, throwing himgelf urireservedly upon sovereigm
amerey, will joyfully  accept the: profieved robe of the' Re-
deemer’s nghteonsness, in wluc}x alonc he ‘can ventma to.

" appean before Grod, | Pl |
. Mohammed dmclaxms i,he I-otmn of ]mvmg recenred anew re=
velation : for he again and again declares that he is sent only to

«vestore the religion of his progem’oor, Abraham thp orthodox, It
P2



is’ mamfest, that thmtgh he had some  riotion ‘of hls history,
athcred I coneeive, not | from ‘the perusal of Qenesis, bnt,__ .
from comeraa,tmn with Jews, and the traditions of his’ tribe,
“he perceived no pre-eminent act of faith i his intended
 sacrifice of his sony and though he apphes to him his scnptural
title, the Friend of God, he has no ~conception of the pro-
priety of its apphcamon. i E:o emiinent was the faith of Abpa-
hain, ‘that he is Justly caﬂed the I’#,ther of the | Faithful,
and this, his charactermtm vittue, was emmlsad continually.
- For tlmugh the uﬁ'ermo' of his oﬁ]y-begotten son, behav‘mg
God was able to raise him. 1p again from the dead, may be
considered ag the crowning act, his whole life was a hfé} of
faith, from the time that the Lord said unto. him, Gt thee out
of thy countyy, and from thy kindred, into a land which d will
shew unto theo” (Acts vii,3.) When the bivth of a son was
foretold to him in. the extreme age both of' hlb Wn"e and kimself,
the apostle Paul tells the Rom.ma “that he staggered not ab the
promise of God through unbelicf, &,e_m‘g,__st?rog?,gl,m_, Saith, giving
glory to God, and being fully persuaded that what He had pros
mised He was able to perform.” and therefore he ad:ls’-,‘- Lt
was: imputed to him for righteousness” (iv. ! 20—22), ' Paul
goos on to give the wesult of this faith: « Now it was not
written for his sake alone that it was amputed to kzm but for us
also to whom il shall be zmpute{l #f we believe on Him wheraised
up Jesus from the dead ; who was delivered ?:49 Jor, our offences,
and was raised again for our ;mnf cation” | S Know ye, there~
 fore," he tells the Galatians (iil. 7+ 9) that ¢ they whick are of
Jaith, the same are the f'ﬁwédwm of Abraham, | And the Serip-
Lure, foreseeing that God would austify the heathen throus gh
faith, preached before the gospel unto. Abrakam, saying, In
thee shall all notions be blessed ; so-then they which are of fuith
are blessed with faithful dbraham.”  He proceeds to shew,
that if a man be justified it canmot be by the law, which re-
quires perfect obedience, which he finds it impossible 1o
render, but by faith ;. adding, that *Christ hath redeemed us
from the cwrse of law, being made @ eurse for wus, that the
blessing of Abraham might come on the Gentiles, through Jesus




. seed) B calle

pronise o the Spinit throtish
oms should be prevailed upon

i msel, the child of Hagar the con-
 Defore sent aways but Isaac, the promised offspring, e
stitution of the clder ¢on naturally recommends itself to the
Asabians, who elaim Tshntael for their progenitor, bttt it is vather
 snggested. than affirmied by the K
 nuthentio listovy, t is fsane whoms e i called upor to sagrifice,
it s in Clirist, the descendant of: that son, that, according
o ﬁ:’;?Io-t_-fotﬁi‘s.-g'mﬁd@;ﬁp ; .'-‘-’*1"1?'-"ﬁh'-.‘?f""'ffiﬁtﬁid_l}s .. S ok it bo :.

brabias sinee they will

y the K’bf&n";;':-uﬁ-_éi__-_;-cég_mi;-l-gy; in the ’

blessédd.! He is the subject of thisand all the spiritunl promisess

and there is novie & han to Esa
{he' ‘progenitor ‘of a mation. ' Abraham had, indeed, prayved
g that in Ishmael all --@ti‘u’.{""ﬁi;ﬁ‘ightl“:]-5‘:3:-'5"'5'1':4.35563;{-ﬁﬁ't' the spiritaal
| Blassing was veserved for his logitimate son, (in' Isaac shull thy

- ‘been ‘assigned 6o tho descendants of Tshmael, The Jsraclites

never, even in/ théir highest estate, ' possessed the whole  of

. their promised Jand ; the Ishmaelites, under the successors of
Moharamed, soon conguered Persia, and wiested Syria and

Egypt from the Ronian empive., Abxaham had grown attached

to -is}-l.ma.e’l%;-'.'&n'd:_'vsﬂr.h%i_'x_':- promiised a son by Sarah he exclaimed,
. instead of expressin o his thanks to God, O might Ishmael live
' before thee " Gen. xvii. 18, But God'had determited contrary to
s wish. | #ith Tsage,” He said, 0 will establish my eovenant
\ for an everlasting ‘covenants and with his \seed after him"
~ Worldly prosperity'was to be the blessing of Tshmael.| “dnd
s for' Ishmael, I have -ké’_f:z'rd.'t/eee.: Behold, I have blessed
i, and will make him fruitful, and will multiply him exceeds
. ingly ¢ twelve princes skall he beget, and I will make him @
greal natign.” (Gen. xvil, 18..20.) +Abrabam abounded  in
gdgid'Wcir]és',:.bﬂt\"it_ wasnﬁtthéy, but' his' faith, that was im-
| puted: to him for rightequsness 3 and it is not the Moslem, who
endeavours to pleaﬁéﬂuﬁ'fljyﬁjhis. oWt '1'ighteou$ness,' and must

hmael, any pore than to Esau, like Bim, |

- while far greater’ temporhl prosperity, has i
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‘ﬁhb Chmstia.n,-.l g
ﬂie'hlm t;ha soi :

fail th the hapeleaq a.ttempt ”ﬁﬁ{
lays hold of the Saviour’s
.- the'_;'elig_iq;, 'Abraham.

:_punt‘y the heaﬂ; ottt ‘of’ Which hey Pl‘éueed a.n in _-W'nlt,h s
t.h»., 1saues of hfe, znust bea_ y IMVed Vi @ht} 1mpre3ud1ce& e
f the Kot d Tk 'he\m the mast bigoted_

the prophet:c oharactér and supef_uman nature of the Mes-
'mah,thongh they inconsisteatly regard himm as subordinate to the
'promulgatm' of  Islam. i o stondard of course
| the more dificuls it is to atté Ztom and man carinot veach aven
that of the Korén in hisown strength.  The Mdﬁl_éms maintain
that their Prophet is the Messial’s prmmsad substifute, but have
tre msfnrmud the Comforter and Adyoeate, the Spint ofholiness,
into a human y pringe, who goes forth conquering and to conquer

‘with carnal weapons, | They hold forth no Bp‘lr:tual aid, but leave
‘man tothe direction of the hook, which, ifit points ont the road,
‘and 18 a lamp unto the feet, cannot warn him when he deviates
from the strait and narrow path, or give hitn consolation 'in
his triale, and’ atrengthen him to endure the journey,  To bim
who las tframgreaser’l the commandments the Kordn can offer
no more than any man's owh tnassisted, undcrstandmg suggests,
that is, a reliance on the rrnedness of God, whose mercy is over
all his works, but who. even in Tis' prov:dentlal operations
‘in this world, musb appéar 'to the thnughtﬁ.ll transgressor. at
the best, accordmg 4o His own | declaration to Tt seryant
'Moses, as one who, thmxgh he fwgaws aniquity and sin, will
by no means clear the guilty (Ex. xxxiv, 7.) And what more
could any of the sons of men, even if commissioned by the
Alrmghty to reveal his will, communicate, than the 'mswél
of Balaam to the king of Mosab, recorded by Micali, vi 8
< Fe hath shewed thee, 0 ' man, what is good “and what'doth
the Lord rngmr? of thee, but. to do justlyy and to love merey,
and to walk humbly with thy God?” To fulfil, as’ here




ya@ri (Rom. i
i perieenon, um.;.f Well who says that ©he
had no .md ‘T&au simif

o_)‘ condemmation (2 Cor,

s 'u.f there 1s no comfemna-
t.. Y, i Ly
' ﬂw Spmﬁ fér Hz.e Jaw oj' fiw Spmi af s

; béhever free ﬁcrm

| nge . (”?vr _
 the law of sin and dmm.. But-;mhew } |
Wkemmtki__:aﬂaﬁ I r:o' ¢ '-lrrjow r’!w Lowf, emd e
' b g}‘a (’od 20 S}m&? I oome beﬁrm him

‘9-?‘3158 froquently
i kOf'y Ju{;f, a’ﬂd L :
,from its vary_ i

st __Ms?i})é&,rwztﬁ' cdﬂvas a Jemr old? | Will the Lord. e

:ngis'qf rams, or with ten E?xcm&md of i rivers
sé-born. for oy J fmmgrcmaom, ﬂaa il
of my soub?? | Natural veligion, as
religic a.é.'iﬁ'-.-i's--,"ae]ihea,ted in the uncient

who have associated with ‘the heathen of our day, is: always of
i pmcular churacter. The wrath of God against ‘all ungods

liness and/ umxghteousrwae; to/ which the human heart asponds,
_appears 10 hitve been transuitted by tradition to all the de-

: _clhssms, or-as IéXhlb;th in' the ‘Teports cf modern tra.vdlars S

 gcendants of Noah, wherever dispersed, and in whatever stage

of civilization. An angry God, cealled by the father of history

(Herodotus, il 40,) an. envious being, vequireds as  they, '-
" whether barbarous or mvxhz-ed alike believed, to be appeased

by costly sacrifices and in times, of extr aordinary calaxmty the
altar was, as it Were, qancmﬁed by human blood,  Such sacri~
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bl
il
I‘-.
;

‘the prommed a,tonuw vlcnm' -
‘visible in the Mowc mtna il I‘]mt law tesmhac‘ that 8 wsﬂaout

Agamemnon. I£ was endumd by

; regm'd as 20 intellectual, during ﬂ’@ |

a.lgo, in Roman Hxsl:axy, aud wa,s

,e._ émay; a.ud Was only dzmly

shedding of blood there is o remission"! (H}ab ix.22); &ud hef‘orc
its introduction, ‘Ahbraham, lsaac, md Jaco 4 i whatever. p-u Bl

of Canaan they pxtched their tentsb erected altm‘s unto the Lmd

and a sacrifice was the first aet of Noah on qmttmg the ark

and taking possessmn of the rt,neWed and desola.te world, and
we know that it was accepted.  Reuson, unenlightened from
above, would surely never have inferred that the slaughter of
animals could be an act of WOl‘bhlp swhicl their Creatorwould ap-

- prove, and might well adopt the Paalmist’s language, * Thinfkest
thow I will drink bulls' blood, or eat the flesh of goats? If 1 feaJ _

hain g7 o Lwill not tell tﬁae,fcrr all the beasts, of the fbms& are mine,
und $0 ‘are the cattle wpon a thousand hills”  Ttis a reasonable
presumption that  the sking with which God clothed our fivst
parents were those of animals which He had mstructed them fo

- sacrificed and we can hardly doubt that the canse: why Abal’s.

animal sacrifice was accopted, while Cain’s thanksgiving offer-

ing of the frmts of' the earth was m,)ected, Was, that he com~

i We learn from Plutarch, in lns Iafe of Tlmnuatocle&, tlmt €he people
corapelled  him 1o sacriﬂce three Persian caplives to Baechus Omestﬂ (the
Devourer); ‘and in the life of Marcellus, that in ‘obedience to an oracle at
the ecommencement of the war with the Ganls, a man and a woman' of that
nation were buried alive. Even in the reign of Dmt‘letian, a WEL Was fsdcn_
ﬂrcd at Bume itself, on the fb&ﬂt of Jupiter Latiarls,




i Islam, anﬂ t}u& Wmﬂd_ recom '_ e,url it to the phﬂésophmal Pro- '_ |
. fessor of polyhhelbm yet it /is | degratfed and. weakened Yy ity
connection with heathen pracnoes, to which it is plédf"f.d both

".'=,-b3' the! Korén and _h‘e A ditions. The pilgrimiage  nust
-appear to be an anreas

',_trden o thouorhtml Moslem

Cinca distant land, who }m beﬂn tauyht that ‘Pl‘aycr g

:(,eptahle at his home as at Mecea; and the only reason for the v

o rerit. of pxlggumage is. the unpraved assertlun that the Caaba

- was built by Abraham, whose regidence in Canaay, ingtead of
Arabia, may be shewn from his detai "111smfy in'the Bible, 1o
this ' Deism 18 ' to be: opposed Sctiptitre  doctrine ‘of  the

"l‘nmty, which ﬁhe Korén 'so qtrangeh 1msmpresents. Not that:
I recommend it should be bmught forward as a dogma apart

from the scheme of salvation, but to indicate that scheme, by

- shewing that it was vevealed to estabhsh ‘the foundation on
which it vests, This will prepare the way for the dectrine of
the twofold nature of the Saviour; and the reception of this
stunablingblock. to reason and prtde the Koran itself facilitates,
b*y its exaltation: of’ our Lnrd :ll)OVL hum.uutv. In the opmmu




of Mohler, *the Koran ha.a :as '-bfeci am,h authmuty to the Guspe;l,
and hasso failed in eatabhslnnglbs oW superiority, tljat,thwugh ;
thatallowedanthority, it will overthrow itsown,and consequent] y
vetains in itself the elements of its own destruction, ag soon ' as
“freedom of thowght has been more widely. §,1mulatcd and is
,duected by enlightened  and. sptmtually-m"-,clﬁd Chnstxan .
missionaries. Then the Christianity partially admitted into
the Koran will work out its own compietmn, and it will be
manifest that Islam is a preparatory scheme, and that Moham~
. med is really the. servant of Christ. Thig assertion can pe
sustained by facts, for instances are mot wanhng of thinking
Mohammedans who have discovered the various and essential
diffevences between the Korin and the Gnapelq, and have per-
ceived that (Jhmmamty alone xestores the orxgmq.l relation
between God and man, What more easily foress itself vpon 1 the
tind than the persuasion, that, according to the Boriptures,
from the fall to the appearance of Christ all revelations, and
all historical events, point onlyd:o me, and that therefore all
prophets before Him could only have been His servants, and all
after Him could only be His chasen fiiends and assistants? It
is conﬁequently evident that the manifold relation in which,
according to the Koran, Christ is plarcd to Mohammned, and the
Gospel to Islam, offers to missionaries 'the most desirable
points of conmection from which they may at once adva.mp
without any difficulty into the very centre of Claistianity.
Christian morality, as we have observed, is perfect, and
this might be expected in a revelation from the Son of God,
whether feachmg in person, or through his mspn'ed disciples 5
yet. his'teaching was. only anl incidental blesamg_ it was not
the object of his mission.. Nor did he become incarnate. to
bring life and. smmortality to. light by his. own lcsurrechon; :
and By shewing himself alive, after his crugificion by many
infallible proofs, though he thus proved what reason eould
only conjecture, and strengthens the faith of his people, The
Gospel, the good news he brought, was the reconciliation through
his death (which his two-fold nature rendered efficacious) of
(rod t6 men, and of mon to Grod. He was the Lamb of Gad sZam,

* Relation of Tslam to the Gospel, p. 86,



wndation of the world (Rev.
take away the sins of the

in the divine decres, befiro e f
) and manifestod in due i

Fathe

world. Thus alone can the ¥
ind hi

jmpeachment of his justice, a

holineds shines the brighter,

because those W o he justifies he sanetifies.  Tlus; as pre:”

 dieted in the psaln, meney and truth are met together, righie-

 ousnuss and pe 16 e

the strongest ymptams \thie corruption of our nature that

| genmnechnsmmtyzssudmtmefn],ﬂm it is with the utmost

© difficulty that sinners @n_b&@.ﬁnﬁnﬁe@ of the govereign efficacy” .
| of this divine remedy, which so far excecds their expectations,.

and, T fear il ma.y ‘add, their &eslirg. I Bof mﬁ?j, ! proud and wn~

 grateful, is desmcusofperfommg ﬂpﬂ-l-’tat Jeast in his own

salvation, Not to speak of the gross errors of 1§O_m;1-ni_sts,' who
trust. in some degreo at least 80 their own mortifications of the

flesh in this life, and look forward 't the completion of the

work from their sufferings in pu rgatory, t00 many Protestonts
pload their sincerity, and talk of ‘a mitigated law, and axpress

a hope that their imperfect services will be accepted for the

 snke of Christ, whose merit will make up for their deficiency.

But of these ingenious devices of theologians Scripture knows

b nothmg. Our own: best works are inperfect, even if not

mixed with sin in themselves or in their motives, and can never
bear the scrntiny of the ommiscient judge, Before His tribunal
perfect ﬁglnté‘dt;s-ﬁess alone ean appearyand, thanks be to God,

the vedeemer! will be presanted faultless, Because clothed in’ |

the unspotted, robe of the Redeemer,  The honour of the law

shew meray without any

issed each other.” 1t i3 perhaps one of

and of the lawgiver is thus secured ; and though, from ' St.

Paul's days to ours, the natural man has eyex ‘charged the
 doctrines
inquiry that they alone produce and ensure, as TleCessArY Con~
sequences, sanctification, These doctrinies, which had been
developed by Augusting, were never altogether Tost in the wests

but in the eastern churches there had been mo revival of

the trath, and Mohammed had no -c;On'é_epﬁéiﬁii“ of it, for the

opistles were to him 2 sealed hook, and he ‘would never hear

it from Khadijah's aged cousin ‘Waraka, ov any of the monks

“of grace with jﬁhﬂn_onﬁaniém",_' it ‘will be found ‘on



lle ml{,ht ha‘?a pmved an hm&i&rc}! but I‘ie woul& ha.rﬂiy'
have come forward with a epecial revelation, which, i fact,

revea]s 1o trath not. ‘already known to the beliover, while it
ignores’ some thut are essential to his salvation. " The ‘believer
is complete in Chyist, and he, therefors, nob Mohamumed,; is the
- seal of prophecy:” God, i1 carlier ages, announced his will froth
“tire to time through pmphe.ts‘ but in the last day, as the Olivis-
« tian and final dis pmsatmn i3 called, e has'spolien through his
Son, who is the expiress image of hiy persmﬁl, and a ray from his
original light,  He has revealed all thas concerns its ¢+ what nead,
then'is thm ¢ofMoham med orany othérsubsequent enyoy ? Jesus
hasg not only atoned for our sins, but, through his excecding
great and precions promises, and the help purchased by him of
the Holy Spirit; we are gradually vestored to the divine image,
and are enabled to render cheorful, wﬂlmg obedience to thelaw,
as a rule of life, though o fonger a covenant, thie bireach of which
‘must condemn.  He has accomplished mowthan we ‘could have
]magmed and all that we could desire, thi'ough love, surpass-
ing our comprehension, shich led him 1o die for us while yet
enemies to him, and to deliver us from a captiv “.f from which,
till touched by his constraining grace, we had no wish to 'be

free.  The faithful preachmg of the law convicts of sin, for it
(detects its workings, and demaristrates our nability to keep it.

The contrite sinmer perceives his sinfulness, and pleads for
mercy ; and the Holy Spirit teaches him to look out ‘of him-
' self for relief to the vighteousness of God, wituessed both
by the law and by the prophets, even the righteousuess which
is by faith in Christ Jesns, and which will be 1mputed to all,

as it was to Abraham, = The apostle tells us that there is in this
respect no difference hetween Jow and 'Gentile, because hoth
have sinned and come short of the glo: yof God; and there-
fore all who will be accepted at the judgment-day, must have
beeny in this, life, Jnsnﬁed ‘that is, though guilty, treatod as
innocent, becatise God has set for th Jesus Christ as a propitia-
tion through faith in his lri’uud t}nt He might ap the same time
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he Just, and the justifier ol‘h:m who believeth inJesus. At the
first promulga.tmn of the Gospal it was rejected, except by those
who hiad been called to salvation; alike by thetwo great divisions
of mankind. 'To the Jew it was a stumblingblock, becanse it
contradicted thel received interpretation of the prophets; and
they whose carnal imagination was lifted up with the hope of
a tnmnphant, conguering Messiah, overlooked the predlctmm
of a contrary deseription, and . .could’ not perceive, like the
apostles, till their minds were opened to understand the Scrip-

tures, that He must suffer beforve He entﬁred into glory; that He

must endure the sham_eful__dg;tth of the cross before He sat down
on the right hand of God, waiting till his enemies are made his

footstool. To the Greeks, who delighted in the speculations of
a vain philosophy, by which they had been, as it were, taken

prisoners, the Gospel, appeared faolishness ; yet when patient! ¥
and fairly exmmned, the former would find it, by happy experi-
ence, to be the power of God, and thelatter the wisdom of God.
And so it has proved in ‘every age, and will to the end of the
dispensation, | Since the fall of Adam there has never been
hut ene way of salvation. Placed on his ercation under the
covenant of works, and under circurmstances more favourable
than any of his descendants, he yielded to temptation, and
transgressed the single command given him as a test of his
obedience. His son and all his descendants being born subsequent
to his fall, inherited  a depraved nature, and had neither the
will nor the ability to keep the law, If saved, then, they
must be saved through the oledience of another, and that can
only be the promised seed of the woman, whom even the
Koran declares to be fres from original sin, and intimates, by
the designation of the Son of Mary, to have had no: human
father.  Misled by Guostie fancies, Mohammed maintains that
he veas raised ‘to heaven without having endured the cross.
 His dedth on it, however, was indispenable to satisfy the Justice
of hig offended Father; and to this sacrifice, to which we look
back  with adoring gr: atitude, the believers of preceding times
are alike indebted, for salvation, who received a good report
through faith, yet received not the promise, God havi ing pro-

vided some better t]nnrr for us, that they without us shonld not

I
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‘be made perfeet, | The belieyer in one Supreme Being, who,
like; the Mmlem, s Jeaious of his honour,no Jess than. the
ignorant idolater, as the Hindoo who worships 2ods, many
and lords many, the work of his own hands, must alike sab-
mit to the wisdom of God, who has declared Lha.t he s to. ally
except those who, come: unto him, throngh Jesus, the Mediator
lof the new covenant, a, conwmmyﬁm The pmud turn aside,

rejecting this: way of God’s proyiding, with. indignation; or 0.

cexplain it, that it hecomes another Goape_] the. humbl_e__c\ntnr
pon it with gratitude, and find peace and joy i believing,
To. convert the Moslem we wmust. fa&thfully' lay befove himn
the vnudulterated  truth in all its simplicity, in full reliance on
the Holy Spmt, who ¢an alone enlighten the understandmg,
and. hrmg it home to the heart. Humanl ¥y speaking, it is a far
more difficult undertaking than to bring to the ackvowledg-
mant of the truth the heathen, ‘who, possess: but a traditional
re]:wlon, and, as they advance in civilization, can ouly retain it
by allegorizing theiv absurd fables, and trying to discover, in
the adventures of their gods, the e personification of the powers of
nature, or the attributes of one pervading spirit, the soul of the
world. The Moslem has been insiracted in the truth as far as his
prophet kuew it; and, unlike the Cireck or Hindoo philosopher,
he discriminates between the creation and the Creator,  When
]wmg, a8 in Hmdustan and Tartary, he cannot but feel tlw
snpmmut‘y both of his thuology and his morality; and among the
degenerate Christians of Syria and Bgypt, like the Jew, he s
too prejudiced to, vead the New Testament, and jh Jhdges from
personal observation, confirmed by passages in the Kordn, that
they worship three gods. He is proud of having a book to
" gaide him, which' he belisves came down fr om heaven y and
knowing his prophet to be later thap Moses or Jesua, he
believes, as that book informs bim, that he. enjoys a perfaqt
irevelation, fece from the errors with which preceding ones had
been intermixed and wrrupte,d, and; which wag made km:m n
that he might be bronght into the right, path !
. The Missionary to the Moslems st make the Kurfm his
 special study; and he must acquaint himself with' Islam as
reduced to practice, whether as modified by eirenmstances, as
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n Hmdustan, which has ‘been ‘debased by the -Ldopt:on of
heathen cmemahles; ov o it/ purver form, in ‘Turkey ! or
where it is the dominant n,hglon, and retains
more of its origmal preud, stvm, and uncompromismg charactes:
"This is requisite, in order t¢ meet the cavils of those who ohject
to Ohnsnfmn'y* : and af times it may bo wise to expose the
sophistry of the argtments by which the Moslems maintain
their faith ; butcontrnv‘ersy has a tendency torouse a sturdy, and
semenmﬁs al paﬂmunat.e qppos:tmn, smd even when carried on
. with ability and temper is more apt to silence than convince, The
prophets, indeed, expose and ridicule the folly of those who make
and  worship images, and many of their strong, sareastic.
passages might be read with & beneficial effsct to the heathen.
But the apostles, as a general rule, instead of eomhatmg error,
set forth and rocommend the trnth. That, received in. the
love of ity will ‘at gneo banish. error of every description;
Cwhresa  we may confute errors one by one, tll we have
‘satisfied the heatheén that those are 1o gods that are made by
_hands, and the Moslem that his propliet was an iuipostor,
without being able’ to fill up the blanks thit is left, without
being able to bring them to Jesus, that they may enjoy spiritual
life. Islam, as' prosented i the Kordn, and freed from the
detaily of its }umprudence and its vigual, i i, in fact, nothing hut
the Tepublieation of the covenant of wnrks, on the unsnpponed
testimony of one sho declaves himself sent by God to reveal it
as the lagt of his propheta. ) To thig the” Christian opposes  his
remedial schema, which alone can bri ing pardon and peace to
‘an awakened. conscience, by shtawmg that the a.uthor and
finisher of ouy faith is at once’
' U The sinner’s friend, and sin's sternal foe.”
Mohaned hoasts of no new discoveries in l‘c-hgmn heonly pro-
fesses to revive the religion of Abraham, Great nse may be made
of this concession. The Moslem should be pressed to read his
~ genuine hlstorv, with the commems of'St. Panl, and then he
- w1]‘. ‘perceive that it 15 not himself, but the, (;hrvstxan, who
followa the religion of the patrmruh ;

The Missionary should endeavour to plle-dlspuae lis heavers

in fovour of his message, by safiefying theny, in his own

:






