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THE NATORE AND CAUSES' OF (S‘L

: d,ﬂ R appedr liereaftér; depends paely upott thie natre
G of the different- employments, ‘and ' partly i
the differént laws and ‘policyof the fodie

which cliey are earricd on.  But thoughin maﬁyt

refpects dependent wpon ' the laws: and policyy

this proporeioh feems to be little affedted by the

riches or ‘poverty of that focietys vby its ad-

vancing, ftationary; or declining condition s bug

to remain the fame or very nearly the fame in

all thofe different ftates. T fhally in the third

place; endeavour to ‘explain all the dlﬁ'crtnt cir=

cumitances which regulate this proportion. .

»_ It the fourth and laft place; I fhall endcamﬂ

| 1o fhow what are the circumftances which regulated

the rent of land; and which either raife or lower

the real price of all thedifferent fubftances which
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THE producd of iab&ur mxﬂhwm thﬁ itd-
tural récompence or wages of daboura
o I¥ thac-original ftate of whings; which  pres
cedes boch  the appropriation of Jand. and the
accumulation -of - ftock, the whole produce. of,
labour belongs to the labourer.. He has neither,
landlord nor mafter to fhare with him.
Hap this ftate continued, the wages of labour
would have augmented with all thofe improves
ments
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would gradually have become cheaper. 'They
would have been produced by a finaller quan-
tity of labour; and as the commodities pro-
duced by equal quantities of labour would natu-
rally in this ftate of things be exchanged for
one another, they would have been purchaled
likewife with the produce of a fmaller quan-
tity. '

Buzr though all things would have become
theaper in reality, in appearance many things
might have become dearer than before, or have
been exchanged for a greater quantity of other
goods. Let us fuppofe, for example, that in the
greater pare of employments the productive
powers of labour had been improved to tenfold,
or that a day's labour could produce ten times
the quantity of work which it had done origi-
nally ; but that in a particular employment they
had been improved only to double, or that a
day's labour could produce only twice the quan-
tity of work which ic had done before. 1In ex-
changing the produce of a day’s labour in the
greater part of employmencs, for that of a day’s
labour in this particular one, ten times the o:i-
ginal quantity of work in them would purchafe
only twice the original quantity in it. Any
particular quantity in it, therefore, a pound
weight, for example, would appear to be five
times dearer than before. In reality, however,
it would beé twice as cheap, Though it re-
quired five times the quanticy of other goods to

You. I. ‘1 purchafe

fnents in its pmdu.&ive powers, to which the ¢
divifion of labour gives occafion. All things temved
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B Q 0 & Puxchaﬁ; it, it would requuc only half the Guan-

L—-y—-—-l my of labom elthe: o purChq.fc or to Prqdunc

' it by hc a, 'Luﬁtxon, thcrt.forc, Would bc twice

as eh.fy ﬂ$ b orc
#u:; Lh}s Qn_gmal fl:atc of :hmgs, in whmh t'

lsbuurcr enj Jqd the whole produce: of . his own

hbo%r, could not laﬂ: bc.yand the ﬁ;{t mtroduc-

tion of the appropnmon of }a.p.d and the accu-

mﬁfq.tion of fock, Tt Was, at an end thcrcfon.,

5 long before the moft cnnﬁdérablc improvements'

: were made in the rodué‘t;vdl poWers of labour,

and i it would be’ tp no_ purpofe to irhcc farthcr

what m ht have been its cMs uBon the rc-
compcnc& or vragcs of'hbour o

As foon as land Bccomcs pnvatc propcrty, tﬁc

landlord deémands a fhsrc of almoft all the pro-

duce wfnch the labourcr can el.thex ralﬁ:, or col-

H le€t from it. His rent makes the firlt deduc-

. Qwr

tion from the pmducc of the labour yvh;ch is
em 'oncd upon land.

Ir f'cldom hap ens :hat thc rron who tills
the. gg'ound has WF rcthha to mmnsfuq hlmfe,lf
till he reaps.the harveft, His maintenance is
gf:nccally advanped 3 hu:p fwm the ftock of 2
mafter, the farmer. vho employs him, and who
would haye no mtcrq ta employ him, nnlcfs be
Was 0 hare i in the P\ tuce of his Iabgur‘, or un—-
léfs h:s ﬁocfc was tei e reP}dced to hl; 'mth a

] profit, This ruﬁ; ‘makes a feco eﬁu&;m
.Q} #w{-.k ” fmmtf;!xp prodicc 0!' the Iabour wd ch is em-
) ! ployed wpon land, .

“Tue_produce of almoft all che;\ _labour is
A liable to the like dedugtion of profic. In all arts

and
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amdf mgnmfg.@uws ube grcatcr pare of the. WOrlc-
men {tand in n;:cd of a n;a.ﬂ;er to. qc]vam:o ;bt m
the materials of their work; and their wages and
maintenance till it be compleated, He (hares
in the produce of ‘their labour, or in the value
which it adds to, the materials upon which it is
bcﬁ:owed anc"l in this fhare confilts his profi.

I fomcnmes happens, md«;d, that a fingle .

mdepe dem workmaﬂ has flock fuﬂicmnt both
to purcha{c t.hc materials of his work, and to
maintain himfelf rill ic be complca.}:cd Heis
both mafter and work man, and enjoys the whole
pmduce of his own. labour, or the whole value
which it adds to the materials upon which it is
beftowed. ft mcfud:s what ‘are ufually two
diftinét ravenues, belangmg to two diftinét per-
fons, ti:c pmﬁtn of | oek, and. r{he wages. of la
lw:nurq :

Suck cafes, howwcr, are not very frcqucnt,
and in every part of Europe, twenty workmen
ferve under a mafter for one thit is independ.
ent; and the wages of labour are every where
uﬂderﬁ:ood o be, what they ufually are, when

Iabourer iy one perfon, and the owner of the
ftock which huﬂpk}yi bim anothcr.

Waarlarc‘djm cdnmon ‘wages of labour dc-
every where, upon tHc contraét Gfually
made. bpwcen thofe two parties, whofe interefts
m by no means the fame, The workmen defire
to get aa much, the mafters to give as little as
pa{ﬁblc The former, arc difpofed ro combine
in order to raife, the latter in order o lower the
wages of labour,

Hs\-l . Ir
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B 0 QKL Irig o) however, difficulc to forefee which

\...,...a of the two parties muft, upon’ all ordinary occa-
fions,  have the advantage in the dxi'putc,rand
force the other into & compliance with their
terms: The ma{tcrs, being, fewer in number,
can combine much more eafily ; and the law,
bcﬁd.ca, autho*xf’cs, or at leaft does not prohj,bu
their combinations, while it proh:b;ts thofe of
the workmen. We have no acts of parliament
againft combining to lower the pnce of work ;
but many againft combining to. ;alfc it. Inall
fuch difputes the malters can hold out much
longer. A landlord, & farmer, a mafter manu-
fa&urcr, or mercha.nt, though thcy did not en-
ploy a fingle workman, could generally live a
year or two upon the ftocks which they have
already acquired, - Many workmeén could not
fubfit a week, few could fubfilt a month, and
{carce any a year without employment. - In the
long-run the workman may be as neceflary .to
his mafter as his mafter is to hzm; but thc ne-
ceflity is not fo immediate. .

W rarely hear, it has been, fald, of thc com-
binations of mafters; though frcqucnﬂy of thofe
of workmen, . But whoever :magmca, upon this
account, that mafters, rarely combine, is as igno-
rant of the world as of the fubjeét Maﬁcn are
always and every where in a fort of tacit, but
conftant and uniform combination, not. to raife
the wages of labour above their a&ual rate. To
violate, this .combination is every where a moft
anpopular action, and :a forr of reproach to
maﬁu among his neighbours and. equals. We

feldom,
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feldom, indeed, hear of this' combination, be-
caufe it is the ufual, and one may fay, the natu-
ral ftate of things which nobody ever hears'of.
Miftefs too fometimes enter'into particular com-
binations to fink the wages of labour even below
¢his rdte. ' Thele are always ¢onduéted with the
utmoft filence and fecrety, 'till ‘the’ moment of
execution, and when the workinen yield, as they
fometimes do, without refiftance, though fe-
verely felt by them, they are never heard of by
other people. Such combinations, hm@cvtr,_;a_;rq
frequently refifted by a contrary defenfive com-
bination of the workmen; ‘who fometimes too,
without any provocation of this kind, combine
of ‘their ‘own arcord to ‘raife. the price of their
labour, ~‘Their ufual pretences are, fométimes
the high price Jf provifions'; folfiéiiiﬁé'é‘!hé*' at
profit which their_mafters make by their work.
Bit whether their combinations be offenfive ‘of
defenfive, they are always abundantly heard of,
In order to bring the point to a fpeedy decifion,
they have always recourfe to the loudeft’ cla-
mour, ‘and fometimes to the moft fhocking vio-
lence and outrage. They are 'defperate; and act
with the folly dnd extravagance of defperate men,
who muft :éther"ﬁarve, or frighten their mafters
into an immediate compliance with their demands.
The mafters upon thefe occafions ‘are juft as cla-
mioréus upon the other fide, and' never ceafe 1o
call aloud for the affiftance of the civil magi-
ftrace, and the rigorous execution 'of thofe laws
which 'havé 'been’ enalted with fo much feverity
againft the combinations 'of fervants, labourers,

H 3 and
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R and} jourheymm. The workmen, accordingly, very
b feldom derive any advantage from the violence
: of thofe tumultuous combinations, whichy “partly
from'the interpofition of the! civil magiitrate,
partly from «the fuperior fteadinefs of the'maf-
ters; partly from the neceffity whichithe greater
part of the workmen are under of fubmitting for
the fake of prefent fubfiftcnce; generally end in
nothing, but thc pum{hmcm or ruin.of the ung-

lc‘d‘rﬂa ol A b R ;

" Burthough in’ du’putes w1th their workmen,
mafters muft generally have the advantage, there
is however a certain rate below which it féems
impoffible to reduce,’ for any confiderable time,
the ordinary wa.gcs even of the iowcft fpems of
labour.

A smaw muft! always live' by his work and his
wages muft at lealt 'be fufficient to maintain
him, " They muft ¢ven upon mioft' occalions be
fomewhat more; ‘otherwife it would be impof-.
fible for him to bring up a family, ‘and the race
of fuch workmen tould ‘not laft beyond the firft
generation, My, Cantillon feems, upon this ac-
count, to fuppofe that the loweft fpecies of com-
mon' labourers muft every swhere: earn ‘at leaft
double their own maintenance; ' in order that one
with another they may be enabled to bring up
two children’; the labour of the wifey on account
of her neceffary attendancé on the ehildren,
being fappofed no more than (ufficient 'to pro-
vide for herfelf. ' But one-half the children
born, it is computed, di¢ before the age of man-
hood,  The pooreft labourers,” thereforey ac-

cordmg
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THE WEALTH OF NATIONS:
cording to this account, mufl, ‘one with, another,
atrempt 1o reac at-leaft four wchildrén; in order
that rwo may have an equal chance of living ro
that ‘ages But the neceflary miaintenance of four
children, it is fuppofed, may be nearly equal to
thae of one mian, | The dabourof an able-
bedied flave, Ithe fame author adds, is. computed
to be worth double his ‘maintenance ; and that
of the meanelt labourer, he thinks, ¢annot: be
worth lefs than that of an able-bodied flave.
Thus far at leaft feems certain, that, in order to
bring up a family, the labour of the hufband
‘and wife together mufly even in the lowel fpe-
cies: of ‘common labour; be able to earn fome-

thing more. chan whar s, precifely neceffary for

theéir own maintenance ; but in what proportion,
whether in. that abovermentioned, or in, any
other, I fhall not take upon me to determine,

. Tuere are certain civcumftances, - however,
which formetimes give the labourers an advan-
tage, and e¢nable them to raife their, wages. con<
fiderably. above this pate; evideatly the loweft
which is confiftenc with common humanity.,

. Wz, in any. country the demand for thofc
whio live by wages; Jlabourers, journcymen, fer-
vants: of every kind, is continpually increafing ;
when every year.furnifhes employrment for. a

© greater number than had been employed  the
year before, the workmen have no occafion to
combine, inorder to vaife their, wages.. The

feaveity of hands occafions a competition amang
ma.(tj&;s,,lqrharbid.,again& ong, apother, in order
to get workmen, and : thus voluntarily break

Wity H 4 through
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B0 oK through the natural ,combmat;oa «of maflers nog
w—- SOUAUR WARRSS (bus dlugw baeinbin o, i
Tz demand for thofe who live l'mwages, it is
cvgdm;, qannot increafe; but in propertion to the
\}(’3 anzreale, of the funds which are deftined for the
lpagmcnt of wagess,, Thele funds are of two
kinds 5. %jt she, revenue, which isj.over and
o‘-) above what is meccellary for, ;ﬂlmr.mwimpnmce;'
and,, gccgdky the ftock which is pver and above
o) Iw.hn,l: is neceflary for the cn}plqmwm of  their
mﬂﬁq&- g aetie pxaeeeom s GasdBlbo 4k stk
w Wuen . the landlord, mnus.mnt,-‘mn -mmmd
man, has a greater.révenue than avhat he judges
fulflicient tomaintain his own family, he employs
«eithér the whole jor a part of thes furplus in
‘maintaining one or more menial fervants,  In-
creafe this furplus; and he will naturally increafe
the number of thofe fervants. 900 0 vl
Waen an independent workman, fuch ks a
weaverior thoe-maker, has gotmore ftock  than
what'is fufficient to purchafe che materials of his:
own work, and to maiatain: himfelf till he can
difpofe of it, he naturally employs ‘one or more
Jjourneymen with the furplus, in-order to make a
profit: by their work: . lacreafe this (urplus, and
hetwill - naturally vinereafe | the: number of (his
;ourneymcu. 1 Y LR T LTRSS = 0 fa T R B
Tre demand: t’or thaf: ‘who Jive by wages,
thcmforc, neceflarily increafesiwith the increafe
‘of: thelirevenue and ftock of evéry coauntry, and
cannot poffibly increafe without it,  The in-
creafe of revenue and is the increafe of
tional | wealth, - The demand. for- thife who live

by
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by wages; therefore; naturally increafes with the € {8 ©
increafe of national wca]th and cannot poﬂbly R
mcreaiemmdw;t Wi o
dw is inot! the a&ual greatmf's of nattonz!,l
weal:h ‘buit ' its contintidl, i 2 wluch occa |
fions a rife in the wages of labour. “Tt is not; |
accorditgly, in'the richeft countries, but in mcl
moft thriving, or in thofe which are ‘growing
rich! the  fufteft; thae the wages of labour are
higheft.” England is cerrainly, in the prefent
times, a much richer country rhan any part of
North America. o Fhe wages of Jabour, how-
ever, are muoh higher in North America than in
ang part of England. . In the province of New
‘York, commion: labourers earn * three fhillings
and fixpence currency, equal to two fhillings
Rerling, a day; fhip carpenters; ten thillings and
fixpence currency, wirh a pint of yum worth fix-
‘pence fterling; equal ‘in ‘all*to fix thillings and
fixpenice fterling; houfe carpenters and. brick-
layers; eight Jhillings currency, equal to: four
~fhillings and fixpence fterling; journeymen tay-
lors, fivesthillings icurréncy, equal to about two
fhillings’ and ‘ten pence fterling. « Thefe prices
‘are all above the London price; and wages are
{aid to be as high in the other colonies as'in New
York. The price of provifions is every where in
North America much-lower than in England. A
dearth: has never beea known there, - In the
worﬁa{eaﬁ.ms, thay hwe ahuyw had a fuﬁimency

R J

- 'rlm was wrirten tu ;7;3,5@: mcmmnm: of
the preient ¢ du’tnrbm _ 4

‘53.._
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B 0.0 % for themfelves, though lefs for exportation, If
e the money price of labour, therefore, be higher
than it is any where in the mothér country, its
veal iprice, the real command of the necefaries
and conveniencies of life which ic conveys to the
fabourer, muft be higher in ‘a flill gteater pro-

Wﬂ@nu i Ao Y
. ‘Burrthough North America s
as Eagland, /it is much more thriving,‘and ad-
vaheing with anuch greater rapidity to the further
aequifision of riches, Whe moft'decifive mark
of the profperity of any country is the increafe
of the number of its inhabitants.  Iw Great Bri-
tain, and moft other “Eurapean countries; they
e not fuppoled to-double in lefs than five hun-
dred years, o the Britifh colonies in North
America, it has been found, that they double in
twenty or five-and-twenty years:| Nor . in ithe
prefent: times is this increafe principally owing
1o the continual importation of new inhabitants,
but to the great multiplication: of the;{pecies.
Thofe who:live to old age, it is faid, frequently
fee there from fifty to a‘hundred; and-fonetimes
many more, defcendants from their own body.
J.abour is there fo well rewarded thata nume-
rous family ‘of children, inftead of 'being @ burs
then is a fource of opulence and profperity to
the parents. . The labour of cach child; before
it can leave their houfe; is computed to be worth
a hundied pounds clear gain to thein. /A young
widow with four ‘or Five young children, who,
among’ the middling er inferior ranks of people
in Europe, would have {o litde chance for a
fecond
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fecond hufband, is there frequently courted asa © 1 A P
fore of fortune. . ‘The valuc of children is the e .

greateft of all éncouragements to marriage. We
canniot, therefore, wonder that the people in
North - America ‘fhould' generally marry: very
young: * Notwithftanding 'the great increafe oc-
calioned by fuch early marriages, there isia con=
tinval. complaint - of the fearcity of hands in
North America: - The demand for. labourersy the
funds deltined for maintaining them, increafe, it
foems,  ftill fafter than r.hey can find labourers to
ENPIQY- sl il

‘TroucH the wmlth of 4 country Ihould be
very great, yet if it has been long ftationary, we
muft not expca: to find the wages of labour very
high in it?” The funds deftined for the payment.
of wages, the revenue and ftock of its inha-
bitdnts, may be of the greatelt extent, butif they
have continued for feveral centuries of the fame;
or very nearly of the fame extent, the number
of labourers employed every year could eafily
{ ,‘and ‘even more chan fupply, the number
wanted the following year. - There could feldom
be any fearcity of hands; nor could the mafters
be obliged to bid againft one another in order to
get them, - The hands, on tlie contrary, would,
in this eafe, naturally multiply beyond their em-.
ployment, - There would be a conftant fcarcicy
of employment, and "the labourers would be
obhg:d to bid againft one another in order to
get it. . If in'{uch a country the wages of labour
had ever been more than fufficient to maintain
;hc labourer, and to enable him to bring up a

I family,

i"k‘],
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o0 x family, the competitidn of the labotrers and the

intertf of che mafters would foon reduce’ thent to
this' loweft ‘face which'is confiftent With'coms
mon humanity. China hds been' Tong one of the
richeft, ‘that i3, ‘one‘of! the moft fertile, bef culs
tivated, ‘moft’ indufiriots, and ‘tnoft populous
countries in ‘the ‘world. ' It feems, however, to
have been' long ' fationary. “Marco Polo, who
vilited it more thah fivé ‘hundréd years ago, de-
feribes its cultivetion, induftry, and populoefs
nefs, almolt in the fane terms ‘in Which they
are deferibed by travellers ‘in the prefént times.
e Nl pérhaps, even Yong before. His time, ac-
quired that full complement of riches which the
natite! of its laws and inftithtions’ permits it to
acquire.  The accounts of all travellers, incon-
fiftént in' many other ‘refpects, agree in the low
wages of labour, and 'in the dificuley which'a
labourer finds in bringing wp'a family in 'China.
If by digging the pround a whole day he can get
what ‘will purchafe a' fmall quantity of ¥ice in'the
everting, he is contented. ' The condition’of e
tificers ‘s, if pofiible, ‘Rill ' worfe!* Inftéad of
waiting indolently ‘in” their work-houfes," for the
calls 'of their cuftorners, ‘as in Europe, they aré
continally running about’ the ftréets’ with -che
tools 'of - their refpedive trades,’ offéring  cheir’
fervice, and as it ‘were begging employment.’
‘The poverty of the lower ranks of people in’
China’ far furpafies that' of the moft” beggarly
nationd in Furope. ~ dn the 'neighbotrhood’ of
Canton’ many bundred, it:is: commonly faid,
many thoufand families have’ no habitation on
: the
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the land,, byt Jive: cofiftanty, in little fithing © *‘!‘ﬁ\ ¥
boats upon the rivers and canals, The fublift- wempes

ence which they find there is {o (canty that they
are. eager to fifiv up the naftielt garh,age thrown

overboard from, any European (hip. . Any car-

rions the carcafe of a dead dog or cat; for gxam-
ple, though half purrid and finking, is as wel-

_comazto/chem as the moikwholefome food to the

people of other: countries. | Marrigge is encou-
raged in Ching, not by the profitablenes. of chil-
dren;. but,by the hhcrty of deftroying them. - In
all great rowns feveral are every night expofed in
the ﬂ:rcﬁb on timwncd like puppies in the water.

“The performance of this horrid office is cven faid

to, be the ayowed. bufmcfs by which fome pcpple
cam ;hclr fub bemcas i

s bowever, though it may, psrhaps fand
ﬂ:lll, yes nip; feem tor go backwards.  Its towns
are no-where c,icierted by their inhabitants;. | The

lands which had once: been cultivated ate no- -

where negleéted. | The fame or very ncnrly the
fame annuak la.boun mufttherefore continue 1 be
pc:ﬂmmd.. and, the funds deftined for maintain-
ing it muft not, confequently, be fenfibly di-
lmmﬂmd ‘The loweft clals, of dabourers, ithere-
fore, anmw:;.hﬁmdmg their {canty  fubliffence,
muft fome way or another make fhift to continue
tbeir ;aw fo far 45 1o kqep uR thc;ar uﬂ;al aum-

bers. C ¥
ﬂw at mhl he athemnfc ina coun:ry where
thg funds deftined for the maintenance of labour
were fenfibly decaying.  Every. year the demand
“for fervants and labourers would, in all che dif-
ferent
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200K forent clafles of employments, be: lefs than it
Ao had been the year before. Many who had been
bred in the fuperior ‘claifes, inot being able to
find employment in their own bufinefs, would be
glad to/feek it in the loweft.  The loweft clafs
being not only overftocked with its"own work-
men, but with the overflowings of all the other
clafies, the competition for emplayment would
be fo greatin it; as to reduce the wages of la-
bour to the moft miferable and fcanty fubfiftence
of the labourer. Many would not be able ro
find employment even upon thefe hard terms,
but would either ftarve, or be driven to feek a
fubfiftence either by begging, or by ‘the per-
petration perhaps of ‘the greateft enormiies.
Wang, famine, and mortality would immediately
prevaid in that clafs, and from thence extend
themfelves to all the fuperior clafies, till the
pumber of inhabitants in the country was re~
duced to what could ealily be maintained by the
reveaue and ftock which remained in it, and
which had efcaped either the tyranny or cala-
mity which had deftroyed ‘the reft. “This per~
haps is near)y the prefent flate of Bengal, and of
fome other of the Englifh fectlements in the Ealt
Indies, . In a fertile ountry which had before
been much depopulated,’ where fubliftence, con-
fequently, fhould not be. very difficulty and
where, notwithftanding, three or four hundred
thoufand people die of hunger in one year, we
may be affured that the funds ‘deftined for the
maintenance of the labousing poor are faft de-
caying. The difference between the genius l?i
t
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the Britifh, confticution, which, protetts and, go-
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verns North America, and that of the mereantile  wamemt

company which opprefies and, domineers in the
Eaft, Indics, capnot perhaps be better illuftraced
than by, the differenc fiace of thofe countries,
Tug libexal reward of labovs, thevefore, asiit
13 the pecellany effecty focdr, is chel natwal fy:
tom of increaling national 3y ae The fcant;
maintenance of the libousing poor, o the ather
Land, is the nacural fymprom that things are at
a ftand, and their favving condition. shat they

are going, falk backwards. .

1y Great Britain the:wages of la.blmr fecm, in
the prefent .f‘t_,-juma,“ 10 be evidently, more than

‘what is, precifely neceffary o gnable the labourer

tq.: Ih{in‘ﬁl “.P;Nfﬂmll)‘f ! 1 n '-Qfdﬁﬁ.‘ tﬁ:‘.fﬂtiiﬁi our-

felyes nipon this point it will not be neceflary to

enter into any tedious or doubtfil calculation of
what may be the loweft fum upon which it is
poffible to do, this, - There are many plain fymp-
toms, that the wages of labour are no-where in

‘this country regulated by this lowelt rate which

is confiffent with common hymapity.
ﬁ&r,,.k};a&ﬁqﬁ every part of ‘Greac Britain
there1s. a diftjntion; even in the loweft fpecies

- of, labour,  beoween fummer and. winter wages.

Summer wages. arc always hy gheft. 1 But en ac=
count of the ¢xtraerdinary expence of fewdly the
maiptenance of a family is. moft expenfive in
winger.  Wages; thercfore, being higheft when
this expence; is loweft, it feems evident that they
are. not; regulated by ‘what is neccflary. forthis
expence 3 -but by the quantity and  fuppofed

5 value
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BOOK vﬂgqﬁgﬁ:tbﬁmﬂqy A labourer, it may E'”*ﬂ
byt indeed, ought to fave part of his fammer wages
in order to defray his winter expenge ; and tha
through the whole 'year they da, not exceed
what,is neceffary. to maintain his family. through
the whole yeary A flavey however, or one abfo-
lutely dependent on us for immediate fubfith-
encey would not be treated in'this-manners. His
daily fubfiftence would bé proportianed 'to his
dailymmeceitianyq i vinit vl Funa R fg o i
. Bregnpuyy the wages of labour do not in
Great Britain fAluduate with the price. of provi-
fions.. Thele vary everyswhere from. yean to
year, drequently fromy month to! manth. - But:in
many: places the money  price of labdup:remiains
uniformly the (ime fometimes for /half aicénsuty
together.  If in ithefe places, thereforey the o
bouring poor' can' maintain their familiestin dear
vears, 'they muft be: ar their eafe in times of
moderate plenty, and in affluénce in thofe ofexs
traordinary cheapnefs.  The high price of pro-
vifions during thefe ten years paltohas Aot in
many parts of the Kingdeny been. accompanied
with any fenfible rife in'the money price of la~
bour: . lev hasy indeed;: inJome’y owing  pros
bably more to the increaft of the demand for
labour than to thav ef the price of provifions.

TuiroLy, as the ‘price’of provifions variés
more from year to year than bhl!’%gﬂ'ﬁ?‘liﬁ%r,
fo, ‘on the'othér Kand; the wages of labour ¥iry
more from place to place than the price of pro-
vifions. The prices of bread and buccher's meat
are generally the fame or very nearly the 'fame

e through
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‘Iiu'anghthc ater parc of the'united kingdom. C:HA P
Thefe and ‘moft other things which are f0ld by ‘e
retail, the way'in which"thie labouring poor bity
all. ﬁnngs; are generally fullyas cheap or chesper
in great towns than in che rémoter parts of the
country, for reafons which I fhall have occafion
to explain hereafter. Buc the wages of labour
in a grear town and its neighbourhood are fré-
quently a fourth ora fifth part, twenty or five<and -
twenty percent. higher than at afewmiles diftance.
Eigh_t‘uca-'pentﬁ a day may be reckoned the com-
mon price of Jabour in London and irs neigh-
bourhood. At a few miles diftance it falls to
fourteen and fifteen pence. Ten. pence may be
rechoned its price in Edinburgh and its neigh-
bourhood. |« At a few miles diftance it falls to
eight pence, the uital price of common labowr
through the grearer partiof the low country of
Scotland, where it varies a.good deal lefs than
in England ' Such a difference of prices, which
it feems is-not always {ufficient to tranfport a
man from one parith to another, would neceffa-
rily occafion fo great a tranfportation of the moft
bulky commodities, snot only from one parifh to
another, but fmm one end of the kingdom, al-
moft from one end of the seorld to the other, as
would. foon reduce them more neatly to:alevel.
P;f;l;‘:u that has been faid of .the lemyﬂ in-
¢ cy of human nature,, cars evidently
from ex;;l?tincq :Iu;}rman %l Jorss of Jug-
gage the mﬁ difficule to be. tran[pomd £, ,;he
lshounng poor,  therefore, ,can, maintain their
familm in thofe parts. of the kingdom where the
V'or.. el price

A S ot S b e e o
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i skl lahbwwlwcib chey. mul be in afiyenc

'l; - i.,-s ‘ ) J’-bq :

:1%?. 1r '_; h‘ﬂwﬂrfceofd%
bour ‘ot o&ly}m ory 'fpone},mhcpmﬁme
aiz‘*tuﬁ sl in Ihe iceraf p;pwﬁdﬂﬁ"bub

m;uepﬁmmfc dppoﬁm wikia

*t:mn Ny the food of the eﬁmm peophé,r isi
dearer ih Scottand than' inf “Endland; Whicfce
Scotland receives althoft| every 'yeap very large
fupphes But‘ﬁnglfﬂm corit Tault be fold dearer
in Sdotlindy the country to'which ugf:s brought; |
than m ﬂnghnﬂ" gﬁe_'cﬁhn&y‘%pm vﬁ‘llﬂi PR
cam"e‘i% and” il proportich’ to its qusdmr wcinq
n&wrm&mh i Seotland than the ‘Seotch
corn ‘that ‘comcs "o the fame market in couma- '
dion with 'it, ' The qu.:hry of gmn depends
chiefly upon the quantity of ‘flour or meal w'hu.h
it yields at the milf, ‘and in this’ r::fpeél' Engli
grain is fo much {‘upmor o thﬁ ’S'c:)tc}r “thaty
chough often’ dearer in appcarmce, or is' ‘p;ch‘-
pomon to' the' mcai‘urc of its bulk, it is généra
cheaper in reality, orin proportion to !ts"; 12 ,
or €éven to the meafure of ifs wc.ight price
of labour, “on the coptmn*,"wd‘c&’rer in Enghn& :
than in Scotiand.” 1€ the Jabaiting poor, ‘theres
fore, can maintain ther t‘z?th!res in the one ‘p‘m"é of
the united kingdom, they mtift Bé"&n affluentd’in’
the other.  Oatreal Ehli{&té d fupplies Ehg"’f:ﬁl‘-
mdn coPle i Scorl:md with éh‘ greathh &ﬂf&‘
t bfthcm fodd, whléh 1:1'3 ge! crtl" fich
mr o th’ht of‘ fhéir ‘ﬁi‘.‘ i‘lbours ol the i:afl{é’
ran in England Tfus df rén(:e, h'l::w\‘:\n.m,,F
tﬁe m‘G&c of “theif Tﬁbﬁm‘.‘ncc is not thc. éiﬁfé,
“But
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bt/ tHE et of " chie differedde in th £ wages; © HA®

chough, by @ frange miGapprehéfifion, [ have =

frequetitly’ Heard it ‘reprefdnted ds'ehd Caufe. Tt

i8 nbe becdufe one malt Keeps'a coucl while Tis

néiish ol wallks 4:foor, ! it the ofie is rich and

the other: poor;’ But Becaufe “the one is fidl he

keeps I eoach)y GHil Bec#ile ‘the Gthet is poor he

v syl o Do B YR A R
':;gi,im;z’a *'_I'fﬂ'&‘-tburﬁ:"af‘-?ifé’. : " : ‘ﬂﬁiff‘, %-f?ki.f*é

ofe'geat with Hnothdr, griin was dedrer f'tj ‘both

parts 6f ‘the vpired Kingdoiti than difing that of

clié Prefenic.” s 16' maccer of fact Which can-

Aot fiow aditit of any'rédfonable dobe; ‘and the

proof of it'is, if po ibte, fill more decifive widi

regardl o Scottind than with régard ¢ England, -

s il Scotland fupported b; ﬂs“’: A ﬁdfcfi-'{-éf
3 ) 0

publick’fiars, annudl valuations ¢
oith, ‘wecorditig ‘o the actual ftice of
magkets; of all the differént fores of gai in every
diffebent coniney of Scorlind. IF'foch direét proof
could réqeire any collateral evidence to' confiria
it TpoRid "oblebe thit this Hus ) iKelife been
chié chfe it Fraed; dnd’ proBAbly t mofk oher
partsrof ‘Burope.  Wich regard t9 France there
is" the ' clesrelt ‘Proof. " But though it is cerrain
st 38 Both parss of the united Kifigdom grain
wis. Tomewlite dedret fn the Taft century chan in
che/prefeny; it 18 equally certain chiat labour 'was
raeh eheaper. | TE dié¢ Tabouring” poot,” therd-
fore, could bring up' ‘their families then, théy
moft B much iore ar theif eafe now. 'In the
laft century, the mioft ufual day-wapies'of ¢om-
mof Tabour threugh ‘the greater pare of Scotland

1 g s were
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B 2.2 % weee fixpence in fummer and ﬁveapgnce in wmi-
At ter. 'Three fh:lhngsawcck the fame. rice very
ncarly, il continues 10 be paid in ('P ome parts
of the nghlznds and Weftern I!Iandg Through
the greater part of the low countx:y the moft
ufual wages of common labour are now cight-
pence a day; ten-pence, fometimeés a’ fhilling
about Edinburgh, in the counties which Border
upon Eagland, pmhably on account of thac
neighbourhood, ‘and in a few othér places where
there has lately been a confidetable n,ﬁ in the
demand ' for labour, about Glafgow,  Carron,
Ayr-fhire, c. In Ehg]and the' 1m9rbvefhents
of ag,ntutture, manufactures and Commerce be-
gan much carlier than in Scotland." ' The! de-
mand for labour, and confcqut.ntly its pnce,
muft neceffarily have increafed with thofe: im-
provements. {n the lalt century, accordmgly,
as well as in the ‘prefent, the wages of labour
were higher in England than in Scotland. They
have rifen too t‘onﬁderably ﬁncé .that time,
though, on account ‘of the greater v‘anéty of
wages paid there in different plp‘ccs, it is more
difficult to afcertain how much. ' Tn 1614, the
pay of a foot foldiet ‘was the fume as in the pre-
fent tinies, clght ence a day. thn it was firft
eftablifhed it w.auld natura.!ly be :esulafcd by
the ufual wages of common labourcrs, the rank
of people from which foor foldiers are commun!y
drawn. ' Lord Chief Juftice' Hiles, who wrote
in the time of Charles II. computes the neceffary
expence of a labourer's family, confifting, of fix
perfons, the father and mother, two children able
to
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to do fomethmg, and two not able, at ten fhil-

s a week, or twentg “fix Paunds a ‘year. If
they cinnoi earn this’ by their labour,  they, muft
make it up, he ﬁ:ppoi‘cs, _elther by begging or

S B g bl gt VAR B R | L R g e AT
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ﬁealmg I—ﬁ: appears to have enquired very

ca;cfully into this fub;e&* In 1688, Mr.G re-
goty Klng, whofc kall in pohtu:al arnhmetrck is
fo much extolled by Doctor Davenant, computed
the ordinary income of lihourers and out-fervants
to be ﬁftecn pounds a year to 4 family, which he
fuppofed to confift, one with another, of three
‘and a half pcrfans. His calculation, therefore,
though di fferent in appearance, correfponds very
nearly at ‘bQ:tOm with that of judge Hales. Both
_ ﬁgpquc the weekly. expence of fuch families to
be about ttpmty pence a hesd,  Both. the pecu-
niary income and expence of “fuch families have
increafed confiderably fince that time. through
the greater part of the kingdom ; in fome places
more, and in fome lefs; though perhaps fcarce
any where fo much as fome exaggerated ac-
counts of the prefent wages of labour have lagely
reprchmed them to the publick. , The price of
_la.bour, it muft be obfem‘:d cannot be afcer-
tained very accu;accly any where, different. prices
being often paid at the fame_place and for the
fame fort of labour, not only according to the
dtffqrcm a:hllmcs of the workmen, but according
to ‘the caﬁncfs or hardnefs of the malters. Where
wages ar; nuc ~regulated by law, all that we can

* See His fcheme for the mununnce of the Paor, in
-Batn s H'&ory ul”th: Pw laws; '
: o Gk Sitadl rres

h 4
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no i % pretend; o determing, is, what are the naa%ufm
\m--a and experience feerns to (how, ghat la

regulate them ﬁm{mb, thovgh it has often
mﬁdﬁdﬁﬂzﬁ&@ Ukt 81 n,rhl ,Im“
¢iFm mﬂl mgbmpnnan of labour, the. real: qm-'
tity of tlie merr;ms sand «convenienates of. life
which it can/procure to the labourer, has, d;upng
the courfe of the prefent, ncpmry,.imcm&d, per-
haps i a il grcamrﬁpmpmunn thap its moaey
price.  Nog only, grain has become  fomewhat
cheaper, butimany other things from whish. she
induftrious m dnnws an agrecable,and whole-
fome varigty of food, have become:4:great deal
cheapery. Potatoes; for exampley do nowat pre-
fenty throngh the groater. pare of the kingdom,
coft half- che price which: they vfed o doshirty
or forcy years ago,  ‘The fame thing.may be,faid
of -turnips, cargots; ecitbbages; things which
were formerly never raifed but by the fpadey . but
which are now commonly raifed. by the plough.
All fore of garden ftuff too has become:cheaper:
The grearer. partof; the apples.ang-even of the
onions confumed. im(Great Britain were.in the
lafk cenwury imported from:Elanderser The greac
improvements in thelecoarfer manufactures of boch
linen jand woollen cloth(furnith the: labourers
with. cheagier and betser eloathing ; and-thoe in
the manufadtures of rhe: coanfer metals, with
cheaper and better/inftrimdnes 'of - trade;. as weil
as with many agreeable/ and convenient pieges of
houfheld furniture.  Seap, falt, candles, leather,
and fermented Yiquors have, indeed; become a
gfu;\d deal dearer; ch;eﬂy, from the tazes w:;ch
ave
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have. been’ }asndwupw them. /The' ﬂnnmyz ioF & ﬁ x B,
thefe, however; which  the: Jtﬂbamlﬁf, poor ‘agé ’c.ﬂlb;'m:i

under: aiy peceflity of confuming, s o veby
{mally that the increafe in their price does hist
‘compenfate the ddicdnutionsinothay of fo anany
other’ things.T + The ‘eommon ! compliing i
luxury extends iefelf even td whai lowve varky sl
the! people, aneh thatothe labburtneipodt will Aot
now be contented with theflimi: Mmbaemhg
and lodging which fatisfied them in former ¢ivnes;
wiyeanvince us that-itis ndt the money price
of Tabonr only, but its: réal-recompense; whicl
;hmgmgntuh WO A b e e e g
wids mlmpmmm i the! cireumftances of
.- M*lbh#w oranks of the people €6 be ‘regarded s
| anthge ortas ‘an incohvéniehcy 1o the fo
ciety 2/ Dive anfiver feems at firlk fight abundantly
pma “Servants, labourers and wérkitien of dif-
“ferentokinds, miake up the far greater part of
every igrat ‘political  fociery. B whar' me
proves the circumftances of the' Breaeey part can
‘uever be regarded as an'inconveniency to the
wholc:: « No faciety can furely be fourifhing and
happy; of which the far greater parcof the' mem-
‘bersiare:poor-and miferable. « Tt is but equity,
befides, that f-ihay who feed, cloath and lodge
“the whoie body of the people, thould have fuch
f’wﬂiwﬂ’mhc'mauemof their own Jabour as to
" be themfelves: wkfﬂblfl%li fc&, clmthed and
hﬂgﬂﬁ SN 41 iy s ohn s S
P ovERTY, ‘thowgh it no doubt drfcoura ¥
does'not Wprewntmtrrmgr. Tt feems even
wibe favourable to generation. * A half-farved
T I 4 High-
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%0 0% Highland -womin  frequently  bears /miord than
fmmes tventy childreny. while & pumpered finellady is
oftenincapableiof bearing any;iand is generally
exhaplted; by ewoi orithred. . Barrennefs; fo fro-

quiént wnong women. of - fafhion, s> very: rave

among thofe of inferior ftation. Luxury in-the
fair fex, while it enSames perhaps:the paffion for.
enjoyment, feems  always to, weéaken, and: fre-

quently to deftroy alrogether, the powers of genes
rﬁ’ﬁomu'l::‘.:-"'-nl ,r{:,*'d!ﬁ-;_r;*.'r R o A I‘_}.}m; )

-« Byr poverty, though it does.not prevent ithe
generation, is extremely unfavourable to the rears

ing of children:  The tender plant is produceds.

b in foogold 4 foil and: fo fevere aiclimate; foon

withess apd dies. . Ieis not uncemmon; I have

been frequently soldy in the Highlands of Scors

land for a mother who has borne twenty children

not. to. have. two; alive, » Several officers of great
experience have affured me, that fo.far from e~

cyuiting itheir, regiment, theyohaye never theen
able 1o fupply it with drems and. fifes. from all
the {oldicrs. children that awere, born . iniie. A
greatgr numbes of  fine childneny - however, jis
teldam, feen. anywhese, shan aboutia barrack of
foldiess. . Very few of themy. it fecms, arrive ag
the zge of thirieen, op fourreens, In fome places
one half the, children bora die. before they are
four. yeassof Ages.in, many. plages befora they
are {eyens and.in alnoft all places beforeithey
arg nipe or ten.  Lhis great morgality, however,
‘will, gvery.whesesbe found , chielly 2mong the
children ,of .the. gompmon, peopley, who cannot
afford tq, tend, them with the fqrqamc‘asrboﬁg

ks o

=1}
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of better ftation. +Though their ‘marrieges, are

T e DAY

CHAB
viL.

! ;ﬁ@b‘ﬂl’y‘rﬂh@m +fraitfuls chian thofe of peopleiof tummpesd

falfhionys a fwaller: proportidn (of cheir children
arfive o@maturityt,  Infoundling hofpirals, and
among the: children brought up: by pavifbyichy-
sities; themortaliey is: ftill greacer than wmong
thofe :ﬁﬁthca.'commmfwm I | 51 h i e I P
v Evry fpecies of aniconale narurally miuldplies
ineproportion o the means of theit’ fubfiftence,
and no fpecies can ever multiply beyond i But
inicivilized fociety it is only among ‘the inferior
ranks of people that the {Cantinefs of fubfiffence
can fet limitsito the furcherimultiplication of the
hurman fpecies; and it can do {0 in'no other way
than by deftroying a great partiof the children
which their fruitful marriagés produce. 10

S Hiberal réward “of Tabour; by enabling

them ‘to provide better for their ‘children, and
confequently ‘to bring up a'gréater number, na-
eurdlly tends to ‘widen and’ eéxtend' chofe' limits.
Ttdéferves’ to be remarked 100; that it deceffarily
does this as fiearly ‘as pofMibla’ in ‘the proportion
which ¢he'dentand’ for labour requires, If this
deénmand’ i cotitinually increafing; the reward of
Jabour “wnuft ' hecefurily  encourage in fuch a
manner the marriage and multiplication of la-
bourers; as'may eénable them’ to fupply that con-
tinvally increafing demand by a continually in-
crealinig population. ¥ 'the rewdrd fhould at
any time' bé'lefs' than whar was requifite for this
purpafe;the deficiency of hands would foon raife
ity and if'it fiould at any time"be rriore, their
exceflive multiplication’ would foon lower it to
i : this
Srid
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) K this neceffary cate. | The tharkes would: be fo

‘...-,-..J much under-tacked with labour inithe e cafe,
and fo lmmh over-frocked i in the othery asrwourld
foon force backits priceto that properrate which
the circumftances of the focicty required: deis in
thismanngr chat the demand for men; dike that
for any other, commodity; :neceﬁ'mly"rbgtﬂaes
the produdtion: of - men ; qmckenb dt whent it

goes.on too flowlyy and fops iv when it advances
oo faft.; Itis this demand. which, regulhteq and
determines the ftate of propagation in gl the
diffcrent ‘countries of the world, in:North Atme-
ticay in, BEurope, and in, Chinay swhich, renders.
i rapidly progreflive in the firft, ‘flow and gra:
dual in the fctond, and altogether B‘mouanr in
the laft. hla

Tre wear aud tear Qf a ﬂave, it has bcEn ﬂud
is at pb,e expence: of his mafters but that jof a
free fervant is at his owa, Sxpence. ,’Fhe»ms
and tear of the latter, howcver, s, in reality, as
much. ,1:. chc gxpence. cof his mafter as. that. of the
formeg. . The wages:paid to journeymien -and
fepvants . of. every: Kind muibq#qrfmh,aq,umny
cnablcﬁ.nhtm; one w...bh another, to continue the
race of journeymen-and fervants, according as
the mpruﬁng, diminiliing, or ftationary demand
of the fociety ‘may. happen o srequires - But
thgmgh_,r,he wear -andi-teariaf ‘a free forvant be
equally at the expence off his maftery tt“genthﬁly
cofts. himy mwich lefs than 'that oft a flave. . “The.
fund deftined for replacing or repaitingy 1?“!* may
fay. fo, the wear and. tear of the flavé) i com-
monly managed by a negligent tmafter or carelefs
overfeer.  That dettined for performing the
' 'fame
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fame - office - with regard to the: free . manyis na- € i‘;‘ﬁ P
naged, by, the free man himfelf, | | The diforders  ammyems
awhigh generally prevail injthe monnnmy of the
zighs Wﬂrﬂi}miﬂfg;xduca ‘themielves into the
mapagement, of ‘the former : The frid frogalisy
~nd parfimonious attention, of, the; poor s, na-
ay{ally,cﬁqhhﬂh;ﬂl,emfﬁw anthat of the latter.
Undﬂ fuch., different | management, ithe. fame
p;;,:quq mult, require, v }* different degrees of
caspmcs;gq;ext;#m it. . deappears; jaccordingly,
from, the experience of‘ all -ages and. nations, 1
bzlu:w, +that the work done. by freemen. comes
Gheaper in the end than that performed by
flayes.. e is, found tg, do.fo even at Bolton,
: _;,m},’q;kg d, Philadelphia, where, :f;e wages
Qf;mm ﬂn yr are. fg ve:y‘ h:gh

e eafing populatio Tummﬁimn iy e
pf 1: v.s to lament. oven; thc ncteﬂ'zm effectand :
caufe of the greateft:publick profperity. | .

s Xmdefeeves ito be remarked, perliaps, thae'ie is

inithe progreflive fate, while the fociety is ud-
vancing ta the further wcquifition,: rather ‘than

when ic has.acquired . ivs full mmplcmeu! of

riches; that the condition of the labouring poor,

of the great body of the people, feeins to. be ‘tha
- bappieft: and: the . moik comforeable.  Itis hard
m:plmﬁmo@%ry, and miferable in: the declining

ftate. . ‘The 'progrefiive {tare is in reality’ the
._Gml and.the hearty ftate, to all the different

orders of the fociety. - The ﬂ‘.auonary is dull
ﬂwdwluug. mhacholy. g

-Tuz
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Tue hbﬁrai rcWard of labour, as it encouragcs

the pro agation, . fo it mcica?ﬁ:s the induft

of ¢ ci & - 'l“fhe wagﬁs of Tabour
are the encouragcmnt of‘ induﬁry, which, like
every othcr human cp?ualuy, 1rnprovcs in pro—
pomon to the encouragement it receives. A
plentiful fubfiftence increafes the bod:fx ﬂ;rength
of the Iabourer, ‘and  the comfdrtabfe hope of

‘bettering his condz:wn, and of endmg his days

perhaps in eafe and plenty, animates him to exert
that Itrcngth to the utmoft. thre wagcs are
lngh, adcordlngly, we {hatl alwa.ys ﬁnd t‘lc wm'k,-
men’ more a&we, dﬂ:gcht, and ex qd;txouq,
than w‘hcrc they ‘are low; in EngTan§ for ex-
arnplc, than in Scotland; i the nexghbou:}mod
of great towns, than in remote country p‘lacés.
Some workmeén, indeed, 'when théy can earn in
four days what will maintdin ¢hém thropgh the
week, will be idle’ the other three, - ‘This, how-
ever, is by ho'means the cafe with the gx‘eater
part.  Workmen, on the contrary,” when they,
are liberally paid by the piece, are very apt to
over-work thcmﬁlves, and to' ruin their health
and conftitution in a few years. A carpentcr in
L.ondon, and in {orme other p}aces, is not fup-
pofed to laft"in Kis utmolt vigour above eight
years. Something of the fame kmd happens in
many other tradea., in which the; Workmen are. .
paid by the picce; ds they gcneraﬂz are in- ma-
nuf'a&ufes, and even in country laiad{lr, whcre—
ever wages are higher than on‘:hpary A[molh
every clafs of arrificers is fubjeét to "omc pecu--

liar mﬁ.rmu) occafioned by uccﬁivc apphcation .
to
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10 thelr pechliar fpccxca of work. Ramuzzm;,

an crmnenf Itahsn phyﬁuan, has written @ par-

ticular book“conccrmn fuc‘h difeafes.  We do
not réck‘piiﬁ"dt}r I'old:ers the moft mduffnous fet
of peb?le among Us Yet whcn foldi iers have
been em oned in fome partxt:ular forts of work,
and I:herﬁﬂy phld by the piece, their officers
h:wc fre ucntly been obhged th ftipulate with
the undeﬁakcr‘ that they nxould not bc allowcd
to earn above a.,ccrtam fum every day, according
to the ratq at which they were paid, - "Till this
fhpulanon wag ‘made, mutual emulation and the
defire of grca,ter gain, frtqucmly pr\omptcd them
to ovcr-work themfelves, "and. to hurt their
hea,lth By E‘xq:cﬂivc labopr. lg.xccl'ﬁvc qpphc.\-
t;on d ﬁn fpm’ days ofphq veck, 15 frgquent]y

th, real c;u,fq of the ;dl'eans of the mhcr m,-

fo muchl-eud fo Joudly complained of, . Great
labour, cgqhgr of mind jor bady, commucd for
feveral days together, is in moft men naturally
followed by a great defire. of relaxation, which,
if not r:ﬁ ained by force or by fome firong ne-.
ccfﬁty, is a 'Emo& 1rr¢ﬁ&1b1e. Itis the call of na-
ture, which requires to Bc relieved by. fomp 1n-
dulgcncc {omet;mcs of cafc uqu, but fomcwnce
too of diffipation and iverfion. , If it is not

comphéd wu:h the cqnfcqucnccs are ofcep dan-.

gerous, an& fomet:mcs fatal, and fuch as almoft
aIwaxs, foencr or Iatcr. bnng, on the. péculmr

''''''''

{l _ ofL thc mdc 1t mﬁiters would g).ways
hﬁ:’:“}to ﬂie dictates, of r:afg.n and humanity,

thcy have {rcquemly occaﬁon rather to modc- .-

14
.ra.rc, than 'to animate the’ apphcmon of many of.
- their

CH AP
Vil
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300K thein workihen: dv will-be fotund; I believe, in
| G eviery fort O tradey that the' maniiwho eotks: fo
t maderacelyy as ta'be dnﬁlwm«mmﬂﬁmmgf fot.
mlmqﬁéﬁmm& ‘ealth the longeft) 'butyin the:
courfe of the year, executes thc grmoﬁmgumtitr
aft wpaplcy 1 Al t i it 1 s o by frabad
ilr‘aheap&':ars, it is pretmdm& wéntlimen are
generally more idley -and in. dear:onésimore in<
duftrious than ordinary. A plemtiful fubfife-
ence, thevefore, it hasibeen coneluded; relaxes,
and a feanty one quickens: their indaftry. * That
a little more plenvy than erdinary way render
fome fwmkmm idle, s cannor wells be doutmﬂ i
buz ghat: it ‘thould: have 'this"effedt” ' the!
greater party or that:men in general ’ihouhi work
beeter when they are: il fed tharywihen ithey are’
well fod; when (they are difliearfened: than when
they are in good {pirits, when they! are {requently
fick than when they are generally in' good healeh,
fcems not very probable. Yearsof deatth; itds
to be obferved; are generally among: the common’
people, years: of ficknefs and  imortality, which
cannot fail to dxrmmﬂx rhaq:mﬂu,..aruﬁ their i
duﬂry, s Bt T e N
In years of plmty; &rvanbs ﬁéqlﬂ'?m'ly leave_
thair matters, and reuft eheir fubliltence to whit
thcy can ' make by their own indufltry! Butthe
{ame cheapnefs of pwviﬁons, by increaling  the’
fundiwhich is'deftined for the! ‘maintenance of
{ervants; encovrages mafters;’ fh:mfs*e{bmany,
to employ a greater number. Farmers dpon fuch
oceafions expeltmere profi from their dorn by
mamtammg a few more ldbouring fervants, than

by
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by l"&mﬁ@ it 4t 4/ low price/in the tharker/ The © ity v

demand for fgrmnwiﬁt:wafm while I:ite number c:.u_J

dﬁ‘ ﬁ}fw&o: ‘offer 1o fupply’ that defmaad- di-

i g/ T e pdkf&«éf h!mur, d\erc{{tfc Fre-
quentlyirifes in cheap yedrs. - |

VI yars of fearcity, the di cuh:}f a:ttd Hifider-

tainty of fubfiftence mﬁ:&’: aﬂ 'fuch Ople Lager

to' réturn 'to fervice. ﬁu\!‘tht high pﬂcb of pro-
 vilions) *bf diminifhifip ‘the funds ?H’bﬁjniéd for
tbe{mamtcpmm‘: ot fﬁdntsi' difpn‘fcfr ‘miafterk
ra:herto‘&:mm‘;ﬂi r&aﬁ th increaté the ﬂismbti‘éf
thofe“:hmhwe:. Lh by peard 160, ‘Poot inde-
fdeat Workimen frequently ‘confurde che Tietle
aciésmith wmd!nt!‘mﬂx\a&‘m’ed terfﬁp Iy them-’
mmmt&m mm:als*eﬁﬁmi‘*work “ind-fre
ougrieymien fur fubfiftence:
get ;:. rmtny are wmé{gf iﬂ?ﬁlﬁé“mﬁpan'fowcr ‘
terms: nhm ordinary, aiyd the wages) of both fer-
vants’ and lcrumeymeh fr@qmﬁﬂy ﬁnk m dear
ye‘us ".'. b ,J ." .

MageRs bf 3}1 fum, rhcreﬁnre, frcqucmly
make’ bﬂberbaigéms ‘with their fepvants in dear
thun in cheapycar: and find them more humble
and dq)taden; i the' fonner thair in the Iatter.
’I‘h&}" hawt-h}hy; therefore, commerid the former
a8 i {mmble to induftey. - Landlords and-
faﬂ!‘@ beﬁd@, two) of sthe larget clafies of!

: another reafon for ‘being pleafed
maﬂ; 5. [Ehe rents of the one and the:
B the othet depend very much upen the'

price of provifions.: ~Noghing can 'bie more -ab=
iucdy however, than ito imigins. that inen in ge-
AR neral
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A poor independent workman will generally be
more induftrious than even a Journeyman who
works by the piece. The one enjoys the whole,
produce of his own induftry ; the other {hares it
with his mafter. ‘The one, in his 1eparate inde-
pendent ftate, is lefs liable to the temptations of
bad company, ‘which in large manufaétories fo

frequently rvin the morals of the other.  The

fuperiority of the indeperdent workman over
thofe fervants who are hired by the month or by
the ycar, and whofe wages and mainteaance are

the fame whether they do much or do little, is.

likely to be ftill greater. Cheap years tend to
increafe the proportion of independent work-
men to journeymen and fervants, of all kinds,
and dear years to dmnmfh it

A Frenca author of great knowchgc and in-

genuity, Mr. Meflance, receiver of the, taillies
in the eleftion of St. Ftienne, endeavours to
fhow that the poor do more work in cheap than
in dear years, by comparing the quantity and
value of the goods made upon thole dilferent

occafions in three different manufaétures; one.
of coarfe woollens carried on at Elbeuf; one of-
linen, and another of filk, both which extend.

through the whole generality of Rouen, | It ap-
pears from :his account, which is copied from
the regifters of the publick offices, that the quan-

tity. and value of the goods made in’ all ithofe;

three manufactures has. generajly beén gréater in

cheap than in dear years ; and that it has always:

been

sl L LR L T

Q.

neral fhould work lefs when they work for them-
felves, than when they work for other people..
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been greateft ini the cheapeft, and lealt in the © 7 0 *
dmeﬂ:*years. All tha three feem to be Itauon- e
ary ‘manufaétures, or which, &hough their pro=
duce may vary fomewhat from year to year, are
upon' the whole nmhcr gomg bat.kWards nor
forwards.

Tue manufulture df lmen in Scotland and
that of coarfe wOol!cns in the weft riding of
Yorkfhxre, are growmg manufactures, of which
the produce is generally, though with fome vari-
ations, mcrcaﬁncr both in 'quantity and value.
Upon cxzmmmg, however, the accounts which
have been publifhed of their annual produce, i
havé not been able to obferve that its variations
have had any fenfible conuedtion with the dear-
nefs or éhtapnefs of the feafons: In 1740, a'year
of grem: fearcity, both manufatures; indeed, ap-
pear to have declined very confiderably. But in
1756, another year of great fearcity, the Scotch
manufafture made rmore than ordinary advances.
The Yorkihire manufafure, 'indeed, declined,
and its produce did not rife to what it had been
in 17%5 till 1766; after the repeal of the Ameri-
can ftamp aéti  In'that and the following year it
greatly exceeded ‘what it had ever been bcfm-c,
and if has continued to advance ever fince.

Tue produce of all great manufactures for dif-
tanc fale muft neceffarily depend, not fo much
tipon the dearnefs or cheapnefs of the feafois in
the countries whese' they are cartied on, as upon
the ¢ircumftanices which affeét the demand in the
countries where they are confumed ; upon peace
or war, upon ‘the profperity " or' declenfion of

You. I K other
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athcr rival manufaétures, and upon the good or
bad bumour of their principal cuftomers, A
great part of the cxtraord.mary work, befides,
whlch as probably done in cheap years, never
enters the publick regifiers of manufadtures.
The men fervants who leave their ma.ﬂ:ers be-
come. mdcpt:ndcn* labeurers, The women Te=

turn to their parents, and commonly fpin in or-

der to rake cloaths for themfelves and thelr fa-
milies.  Even the independent kamcn do not
always work for publick fale, but are employed
by fome of their nmghbours in manufatures for
family ufe. 'The produce of their labour, there-
fore, frcquently makes no figure in thofe publick
regiiters of which the records are fometimes
publithed with fo much parade, and from which
our merchants and manufagturers would often
vainly pretend to announce the profperity or dc-
clenfion of the greareft cmprrcs

Tu OUOH thf Varlduo.ﬂs in the PI'ICC Oflabour,
not only do not always correfpond with thofe in
the price of provifions, but are frequently qmﬂe
oppoﬁtt: we muft not, upon this account, ima-
gine that the price of provifions has no inflyence
upon that of labour. The meney price of la-
bour is neceflarily regulated by two cu-cum—
ftances ; the demand for labour, and the price of
the neceffaries and conveniencies of life. The
demand for labour, according as it happens to

be increaling, Rtationary, or. eclining, or to re-

qtire an increafing, ftauonary, or declining po-~

'pulauon, determines the quantity of the necefla-

ries and conveniencies of life which muft be
given
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labour is determined by what is requifite fOT Ayt

purchafing this quantity, Though the money
price of labour, therefore, is fometines high
where the price of provifions is low, it would be
full higher, the demand continuing the fame, if
the price of provifions was high.

T is becaufe the demand for labour increales
in yedrs of fudden and extraordinary plenty, and
diminifhes in thofe of fudden and extraordinary
fcarcity, that the money price, of Jabour fomes
times rifes in the one, and finks in the other.

In a year of fudden and extraordinary plenty,
there are funds in the hands of many of the em-
ployers of induitry, fufficieat to maintain and
employ @ greater number of indultrious people
than had been employed the year before; and
this extraordinary number cannot alwaye be had.
Thofe mafters, therefore, who want more work-
men, bid againft one another, in order to get
them, which fometimes raifes both the real and
the money price of their labour.

THe contrary of this happens in a year of fud-
den and extraordinary fearcity. The funds def-
tined for employing induftry are lefs than they
had been the year before. A confiderable num-
ber of people are thrown out of employwent,
who bid againft one another, in order to get it,
which fometimes lowers both the real and the
motey price of labour, In 1740, a year of ex-
traordinary fcarcity, many people were willing
0 work for bare fubfifience. In the fuccceding

K 2 years
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B 00 K yvears of plenty, it was wore difficult to get la-

\""'"V""" [

bourers and fervants.

Tue fearcity of a dear'year, by dxmxmfhmg
the demand for labour, tends to lower its price,

as the high price of provifions tends to raife it.

The plenty of a cheap year, on the contrary, by
increaling the demand, tends to raife the price
of labour, as the cheapnefs of} -prdviﬁons tends to
lower it. In the ordinary variations of the price
of provifions, thofe two oppofite caufes feem to
counterbalance one another ; which is probably
in part the reafon why the wages of labour are
every-where fo much more fteady and pcrman:m:
than the price of provifions.

T rE increafe in the wages of labour neceflarily
increafes the price of many commodities, by in-
creafing that part of it which refolyes itfelf into
wages, and fo far tends to diminifh their con-
fumption both at home and abroad. The fame
caufe, however, which raifes the wages of labour,
the increafe of ftock, tends to ‘increafe its pro-
ductive powers, and to make a fmaller quaatity
of labour produce a greater quantity of work.
The owner of the ftock which employs a great
number of labourers, neceffarily endeavours, for
his own advantage, to make fuch a proper divi-
fien and diftribution of employment, that they
may be enabled 1o produce the greateft quantity
of work poflible. Tor the fame seafon, he en-
deavours to fupply them with the beft machinery

‘which either he or they can think of. What

takes place among the labourers in a particular
workhoufe,
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workhoufe,  takes place, for the fame reafony © !f“ﬂ "
among thofe of a great focicty. The greater e
their number, the more they naturally divide '
themfelves inta different claffes and {ubdivifions

of employment. More heads are, occupied in
inventing the moft proper machinery for executs

ing the work of each, and it is, therefore, more

likely to be invented. . There are many commno-

dities, therefore, which, in confequence of thefe
improvements, come to be produced by {o much

lefs labour than before, that the increafe of its

price is more than compenfated by the diminu-

tion of its quantity.

AP B
Of the Profits of Stock,

A H E rife and fail in the profits of ftock

depend upon the fame caufes with the rife
and fall in the wages of labour, the increafing or
declining ftate of thie wealth of the fociety ; but
thofe caufes affect the one and the other very dif-
ferently.

Tus increafe of ftock, which raifes wages,
tends to lower profit. - When the ftocks of many
rich merchants are turned into the fame trade,
their mutual competition naturally tends (o
lower its profit; and when there is a like in-
creafe of ftock in all the different trades carried

K 2 on

~



“"0 X on in the fame focmty. the fame comptmma
B ot muft produce the fime effect in them ajl,

I7 is not eafy, it has already been obferved, to
afcertain what are the average wages of labour
even in a particular place, and at a particular
time. - 'We can, even in this cafe, feldom deter-
mine more than what are the moft ufual wages.
But even this can feldom be done with regard to
the profits of ftock. Profit is fo very fluctuac-
ing; that the perlon who carries on a particular
trade cannot always tell you himfelf what is the
average of his anpual profit. It is affefted, not
only by every variation of price in the commo-
dities which he deals in, but by the good or bad
fortune both of his rivals and of his cuftomers,

and by a thoufand other accidents to which
goods when carried either by fea or by land, or
even when ftored in a warehoufe, are liable. It
varies, therefore, not only from year to year, but
from day to day, and almoft from hour to hour.
To afcertain what is the average profit of all the
different trades carried on in a great kingdom,
muft be much more difficult; and to judge of
what it may have been formerly, or in remote
periods of time, with any degree of prec;ﬁon,,
muft be altogether impofible. \

Bur though it may be impoflible to deter-
mine, with any degree of precifion, what are or
were thie avernge profits of ftock, cither in the:
prefent, or in antient times, forne notion may
be formed of them from the intereft of*money,
It may be laid down as a maxim, that wherever’
o great deal can be made by the ufe of money,

1 a great
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a oreat deul will commeonly be given for the ufe
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of it; and thar wherever litde can be made by syt

%, Jefs will commonly be given fojt. Accord-
ing, therefore, as the ufual market rate of in-
wereft vaties it any covntry, we may be affured
that the ordinaty profits of frock mult vary with
i, muft fink a§ it (inks, and rife as it rifes.
The progrefs of intereft, therefore, may lead us
to form fome notion of the progrefs of profit.
By the 37th of ‘Heary VI dll intereft above
ten per cént. was deelared uplawful. More, it
feems, had fomietimes been taken before thats
In the reign of Edward V1. religiovs zeal pro-
hibited all intereft. This prohibition, however,
like 21l others of the fame kind; is faid to have
produced no effeét, and probably rather ins

creafed than diminifhed the evil of ufury. The

farute of Henry VI was revived by the 13th
of ‘Elizabeth, cap. 8. and' ten per cent. contis
nued to be the legal rate of intereft till the 21t
of James l. when it was reftriéted to eight per
cént. It was reduced to fix per ceat. foon after

the reftoration, and by the 12th of Queen Anne,

to five per cenr. All thefe different ftatutory
regulations feem to bave been made with great
propriety. They feem to have followed and not
to have gone before the market rate of intereft,
or the rate at which people of good credic ufually
borrowed. Since the time of Queen Annc, five

cent. feems ‘to have been rather above than

below the market rate. Before the late war, the
government borrowed at three petocent.; and
people of good credit in the capital, and in

K4 many



P i S N e

e

THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF

5 ©.2 ¥ many other parts of the kingdom, at three and a
G half, four, and four and a half per cent.

Sivce the time of Henry VII1. the wealth and
revenue of the country have been continually
advancing, and, in the courfe of their progrefs,
their pace feems rather to have been gradually
accelerated than retarded.  They feem, not only
to have been going on, but to have been going
on fatter and fafter. The wages of labour have
been continually increafing during the fame pe-
riod, and in the greater part of the different
branches of trade and manufactures the profits of
ftock have been diminithing.

. Ir generally requires a greater flock to carry

on any fort of trade in a great town than ina

country village. The great ftocks employed in
every branch of trade, and the number of rich
competitors, generally reduce the rate of profit
in the former below what it is in the latter. But
the wages of labour are generally higher in a
great town than in a country village. In a
‘thriviag town the people who have great ftocks
to employ, frequently cannot get the number of

| workmen they want, and therefore bid againft

one another in arder to get as many as they can,
( which raifes the wages of labour, and lowers the
| profits. of ftock. :In the remote parts of the

to employ “all ‘the people, who  therefore bid
againft one another in order to get employment,

which lowers the: wages of }abour, and raifes
\ the pmhts of ﬁock.

} country there is frequently not ftock fufficient
\
i

Nt
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. In Scotland, though the legal rate of intereft © o
is the fame as in England, the market rate is tmym

rather higher. People of the beft credic there
feldom borrow under five per cent.  Even pri-
yate bankers in Edinburgh give four per cent.

upon their promiffory notes, of which paymentc -

either in whole or in parc may be demanded at
pleafure.  Private bankers in London give no
intereft for the money which is depofited with
them. . There are few trades which cannot be
carried on with a fmaller ftock in Scotland than
in Epgland.. The common rate of profit, there~
fore, muft be fomewhat greater. The wages of
labour, it has already been obferved, are lower
in Scotland than in England. The country too
is not only much poorer, but the fteps, by which
it adyances to a becter condition, for it is evi-
dently advancing; feem to be much flower and
more tardy. |

Tug legal rate of interelt in France has
not, during. the courfe of the prefeat century,
been always regulated by the markec rate *, In
1720 intereft was reduced from the twentieth to
the fiftieth penny, or from five to two per cent,
In 1724 it was raifed to the thirticth penny, or
to 33 per cent, In 1725 it was again raifed. to
the twentieth ,penny, or to five per cent. , In
1766, during the adminiltration, of Mr. Laverdy,
jt was reduced to the twenty-fifth penny, or o
four per cent. . The Abbe Terray raifed it after-
wards to the old rate of five per cent, The {up-

. See Demfart ‘\ruclc Tnux des Inl:crcts, tom.m p: 18

pofed
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o Qlé K pofed purpofe of many of thofe violent redu@ions
tiyad of intereft was to prepare the way for reducing
that 'of the publick debts; a purpofe which has

fometimes been executed. France is perhaps in

; : the prefent times not fo rich a country as Eng-
| : fand; and though the legal rate of intereft has in
~ France frequently been lower than in England,

the ‘matker rate has genérally been higher ; for

there, as in other countries, they have deveral

very fafe and eafy methods of ‘evading the law.

The profits of trade, I have been affured by

Britith merchants who had traded in both, coun-

tries, as¢ higher in France than in England; and

it is no Joubt upon this account that many Britifh

fubjects chufe rather to employ their capitals in

a country-where trade is in difgrace, than in one

where it is highly refpedted. The wages of la-

vour are lower in France than in England.

When you go from Scotland to England, the dif-

ference which you may remark between the drefs

aid countenance of the common people in the

one country and in the other, fufficiently indi-

cates the difference in their condition, The

contraft is il greater when you return from

France.  France, though no doubt a richer

country than Scotland, feems not to be going

forward fo faft. It is a commonand even a po-

pular' opinion in the: councry that it is going

backwards; an opinion which, I apprehend, is

ill founded even with regard to France, but

which nobody can pofiibly cntertain with’ regard
: to Scotland, who fees the country now and who
faw it twenty or thirty years aga. ' 4
' : Tae



. Mug province of Flolland, on the other hand,
in proportion to- the extent of its territory and
the number of its people, is @ vicher country
than England. = The government there borrow
at two per cent.; and private people of good
credie at three.  The wages of Jubour are faid
to be higher in Holland than. in England, 2nd
the Dutch, it is well known, trade upon lower
profits than any people in Europe. The trade
of Holland, it has been precended by fome
people, is/decaying, and it may prrhaps be troe
that fome particular branches of it are {o. - Bue
thefe fymptoms feem to indicate fufficiently that
there is no general decay. - When profic dimi-
nifhes, merchants ‘are very apt to complain that

trade decays’; though the diminution of profit is

the natiral efeés of its profpericy; or of a greater

ftock being employed in it than before.  During’

the Tate war the Dutch gained the whole carry-
ing' trade of France, of which they ftiil retain a
very large fhare, The great propercy which
they poffefs both in the French and Englifh
funds, about forty millions, it is faid, in the
latter (in which I fufpect, however, there is a
confiderable exaggeration); the great fums which
they lend to private people in countries where
the rate of intereft is higher than in thejr own,
are circumftances which o doubt demaonftrate
. the redundancy of their ftock, or that it has in-
creafed beyond what they canemploy with tole-
rable profic /in the proper bufinefs of their'own
country © but they do not demonftrate that that

bufinefs -has ‘decreafed,  As 'the capital of a'

private
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private man, though acquired by a.particular
trade, may increafe beyond what he can employ
in it, and yet that trade continue to increafe too;
fo may likewife the capital of a great nation.

In our North American and Wefl Indian co-
lonies, not only the wages of labour, but the
intereft of money, and confequently the profits
of ftock; are higher than i England. In the
different colonies both the legal and the market
rate of intereft run from fix to eiglit per cent,
High wages of labour and high profits of ftock,
however, are things, perhaps, which fcarce ever
go together, except in the peculiar circumftances
of new colonies. A new colony muft always
for fome time be more under-ftocked in propor-
tion to the extent of its territory, and more un-
der-peopled in. proportion to the extent of its
ftock, than the greater part of other countries,
They have more land than they have ftock to
cultivate. What they have; therefore, is ap-
plied to the cultivation only of what is moft fer-
tile and moft favourably fituated, the lands neap
the fea fhore, and along the banks of navigable
rivers, Such land too is frequently purchafed
at 2 price below the value even of its natural
produce.  Stock employed in the purchafe and
improvernent of fuch lands muft yield a very
large profit, and confequently atford to pay a very
large interefl,  Its rapid accumulation in fo pro-
fitable an employment enables the planter to in-
creafe the number of his hands fafter than he can
find them in a new fettlement. . Thofe whom he
can find, therefore; are very liberally rewarded,

As
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As the colony increafes, the profits of ftock gra- © HA R
dually diminith. ‘'When the moft fertile and beft s

fituated lands have been all occupied, lefs profit
can be made by the cultivarion of what is infe-
rior both in foil and fituation, and lefs intereft
can be afforded for the ftock which is fo employ-
ed. In the greater part of our colonies, accord-
ingly, both the legal and the market rate of in-
tereft have been confiderably reduced during the
courfe of the prefent century.  As ftiches, im-
provement, and population have increafed, in-
tereft has declined.  The wages of labour do not
fink with the profits of ftock. ' The demand for
labour increafes with the increafe of ftock what-
ever be its profits; and after thefe are dimi-
nifhed, ftock may not only continue to increafe,
but to increafe much fafter than before. It is
with induftrious nations who are advancing in
the acquifition of riches, as with induftrious
individuals. © A great ftock, though with fmall
profits, generally increafes fafter than 'a finall
ftock with great profits.  Money, fays the pro-
verb, makes money. When you have got a
Yittle, it is often eafy to gee more. The greac
difficulty is to get that litele. The connedtioh
between the increafe of ftock and that of in-
duftry, or of the demand for ufeful*labour, lias

partly been explained already; buc will be ex.

plained more fully heréafier in treating of the
accumulation of ftock.

Tuz acquifition of new territory, or of new -

branches of trade, may fometimes raife the pro-
fits of fiock, and with them the intéreft of moncy,
: cven
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B0OK eyening couatry which is faft advancing in the
wiomgna dcquiition of riches. The ftock of the country
siot: belag Tuficient for the whole acceflion of

bitfinefs, which fuch acquifitions prefent to the -
different  people among whom it is divided, is
applied to. thofe particular branches only which
afford the greateft profic. - Part of what had be-
fore been employed in other trades, is neceflarily
withdrawn from them, and turned into fome of
the new and more profitable ones. - In‘all thofe
old trades, therefore, the competition comes to
be lefs than before. The market comes to: be
lefs fully fupplied with muany different forts of
»ds.  Their price neceffarily rifes more or
lefs, and yields a greater profit to thofe who deal
ia them, who can, therefore, afford to borrow at
a higher inteteit. For fome time after the con-
clufion of the late war, notonly private people
of the beft credit, but fome of the greateft com-
panies in London, commonly borrowed ut five
per cent. who before that bad not been ufed o
pay more than four, and four and ahalf per cent,
The grear accefiion both of territory and trade,
by our acquifitions in North America and the
Weft Indiss, will fufficiently account for this,
without fuppofing any diminution in the capital
ftock of the fociety. Sp great an acceflion of
new bufinefs to be carried on by the old ftock,
" muft necefarily have diminifhed (the quantity
employed in a great number of particular
 branches, in which the competition being lefs,
The profits muft have been greater. I (hall here~
afeer have occafion to mention the reafons which
difi;ofc
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ifpole- me to believe that the cap:tal ftock of ¥ o Py

Great Britain was not. diminithed even,, by #the wemmy—t

enormous expence of the late war.

Tue diminution of the capital ftock of the fo-
cu:ty, or of the funds deftined for the ynain-
tenance of indultry, howevers, as it lowers the
wages of labour, fo it raifes the profits of ftock,
and confequently the intereflt of money, By the
wages of labour being lowered, the owners of
what ftock remains in the fociety can bring
their goods at lefs expence to warket than
before, and lefs itock being employed in fupply-
ing, the market than before, they can (cl} them
dearer, . Their goods coft chem lefs, and they
get more for them. = Their profits, therefore,
being augmented at both ends, can well afford a
large interelt. The great fortunes fo fuddenly
and fo eafily acquired in Bengal and the other
Brm{h fectlements in the Ealt Indies, may facisfy
us that, as the wages of Jabour are very low, fo
the profits of ftock are very high in thofe ruined
countries. The intereft of moncey is proportion-
ably fo. In Bengal, mooey is frequently lent to
the farmers at forty, ﬁfty, and fixty per cent. and
the fucceeding crop is imortgaged for the pay-
ment, = As the profits which can afford fuch an
intereft muft eat up almoft the whole reat of the
landiord,, fo fuch. enormous ufury mufk .in its

un eat up the greates. part of thofer profits.
Before the fall of the Roman republick, a ufury
of the fame kind feems 1o have been common in
the provinces, under the ruinous adminiftration
of their proconfuls. -Fhe virruous Brutus lent
money



B O
'3

THE NAPURE AND 'CAULES 'OF

O'% money in Cyprus at ¢ight-and-forty per cent, as

gy Welcarn from the letters of Cicero.

In a country which had acquired that full
complement of riches which the nature of its foil
ahd climate, and its ficuation wich refpect to
other countries allowed it to acquire; whick
could, therefore, advance no further, and which
wis not going backwards, both the wages of la-
bour and the profits of ftock would probably be
very low. In a country fully peopled in propor-
tion to what either its territory could maintain
or its ftock employ, the competition for employ-
ment would neceffarily be fo great as to reduce
the wages of labour to what was barely fufficient
to keep up the number of labourers, ‘and, the
country being already fully peopled, that aum- -
ber could never be augmented. In a country
fully Rocked in proportion to alk the bufinefs ie
had to tranfult, as great a quantity of 'ftock
would be employed in every particular branch
as the naturé and extent of the trade would ad-
mit. ‘The competition, therefore, would every-
where be as great, and confequently the oxdinary
profit as low as poflible. : -

Bur perhaps no country has ever yet arrived
at chis degree of opulence.  China feetns to have
been long ftationary, and had probably long ago
acquired that full complement of riches which
is confiftent with the nature of its laws and infti-
tations.  But this complernent may be much
inferior to what, with other laws and inftitu-
tions, the nature of its foil, climare, and fitua-

~ tion might admit of. ~ A country which neglects

T or



-er dcf'm{'gs forelgn commerce, and wl‘uch admits © Hx.\ P,
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 its. ports only, cannot tranfact the fame quantity
of bufinefs which it might do with different Jaws
and inftitucions. In a country too, where, though
the rich or the owners of large capitals enjoy a
good deal of ﬁ:cumy, the poor or the owners of
fmall capitals enjoy fcarce any, bur are liable,
under the pretence of juftice, to be pillaged and
plund.ernd at any time by the inferior manda-
rines, the quantity of ftock employed in all the
different branches of bulinefs tranfacted within
it, can never be equal to what the nature and
extent of. that hufmf;'fs might admit. In every
d;&?m:pt branch, the oppreflion of the poor muft
. eftablifh the monopoly of the rich, who, by en-
grofling the whole trade to themfelves, will be
- able to make very large profits. Twelve per
cents accurdmgly is faid to be the common. in-
tereft of money in C hina, and the ordinary pro-
fits of ftock muft be fufficient to afford this large
intereft.

A pereer in the law may fometimes raife the
rate of intereft confiderably above what the con-
dition of the country, as. to wealth or poverty,
would require,  When the law does noc enforce
the performance of contracts, it puts all bog-
rowers nearly upon the fame footmg with bank-

or people of doubtful credit in begeer regu-
la;gd countrics. The uncertainty of recovering
his money makes the lender exaét the fame ufu-
rious intereft which is ufually rcqutred frotn
bankmpts Among the barbzrous nations who

Vou.1 over-
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over-run the weftern provinces of ‘the Roman

empire, the performance of contraéts was left for
many ages to the faith of the contrating parties.
T'he courts of jultice of their kings feldom inter-
meddied in it.  The high rate of intereft which
took. place in thofe antient times may perhaps

be partly accounted for from this caufe.

- Waen the law prohibits interct alcogether,
it does not prevent it. - Many people muft bor-
row, and nobody will lend without fuch 2 con-
fideration for the ufe of ‘their money as is fuit-
able, not only to what can be made by the ufe
of it, but to the difficulty and danger of evading
the law, The high rate of intereft among all
Mahometan nations is accounted for by Mr.
Montefquieu, not from their poverty, but parely
from this, and partly from the dificulty of re-
covering the money. S
Tur loweft ordinary rate of profit muft always
be fomething more than what is fufficient to
compenfate the occafional lofles to which every
employment of ftock is expofed. It is this fur-

i ~‘plus only which is neat or clear profit. " What is

LA RS

‘called’ grofs profit comprehends frequently, not

only this furplus, butc whae is retained for com-
penfating fuch extraordinary loffes.  The in-
terclt which the borrower can afford to pay is in
proportion to the clear profit only., '

Tur lowelt ordinary rate of intere®t mufly in

‘the fume manner, be fomething more than fuffi-

cient to compenfate the occafional lofes to which
lending, even with tolerable prudence, is' ex-
pofed.
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pofed. Were it not more, charity or friendfhip
could be thie only motives for lending.
In a country which had acquired its full com-
plement of  riches, where in every particular
branch of bufinefs there was the greateft quantity
of ftock that could be employed in it, as the
ordinary rate of clear profit would be very fmall,
fo the ufual market rate of intereft which could
be afforded out of it, would be fo low as to ren-
der it impoffible for any buc the very wealthieft
people to live upon the interelt of their money,
All people of fmall or middling fortunes would
be obliged to fuperintend themfelyes the em-
ployment of their own ftocks. - It would be nc-
ceflary that almoft every man fhould be a man of
bufinefs, or. engage in fome fort of trade, . The
province of Holland feems to be approaching
near to this ftate. It is there unfafhionable not
to be a mad of bufinefs, Neceflity makes it
wfual for almoft every man to be fo, and cultom
every where regulates fafhion.  As it is ridicu-
lous not to drefs, fo is it, in fome meafure, ot
to be employed,like other people. As a man of a
civil profeflion feems aukward in a camp or'a
garrifon, and is even in fome danger of being
defpifed there, fo does an idle man among men
of bufinels. _
~ Tux higheft ordinary rate of profit may be
fuch as, in the price of the greater part.of com-
modities, eats up the whole of what fhould go to
the rent of the land, and leaves only what is fuf-
ficient to pay the Jabour of preparing and bring-
_, L a ing
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B 66K fhp them e mirket, according to the lowelt fite
S ar which labour can any-where be paid, the bare
fubfiftence of the labourer. ' The workman muft

“always have been fed in fome way or other while

he was about the work; but the landlord may

not always have been paid. ' The profits of the

trade which the fervants of the Eaft India Com-

pany earty on in Bengal miay nor perhaps be

very far from chis rate, B ' :

' Tuw propoftion which the ufal market rare

of intereft dught to Bear'to the ordinary rate of

elear profit, neceffarily varies as profit rifes or

falls. ‘Double” intereft i in Great ' Britain
reckoned, what the'merchiaits call, a good, vnos

derate, ‘reafonable profit ;' terms which T ape
prehend mean no ‘more than 2 common and

ufual ‘profic. In a country where the ordinary

rate of cledr profic is eight or ten per cent., ‘it

may be reafonable that one half of it thould £o

to incereft, wherever bufinefs is carried on with
borrowed money. ' The ftock is ac the 'rifk of

' the borrower, who, as it were, infures ir to the
lender; and four or five per cent. may, in the
greater part of trades, be both a fufficient pro-

- fir upon the rifk of this infurance, and a fuf-
ficient ‘recompence for the trouble of employ-
ing the ftock. But the proportion between int
tereft and clear profit might not be the fame in
countries Where the ordinary rate of ‘profic was
cither a good deal lower, or a gaod deal higher.
Ificwere a good deal lower, one half of it per-
baps could ‘not be afforded for intereft ; and
E A y % ore




mqwmlghthea&’aaded zf it ‘were'a good deal © 8 A ®

In cnumma whzch are Ia!t advancmg w
ﬂchcn, thelow rate of profit may, in the price of
many commodities, gompenlate the high wages
of !abaur, and enable thofe countries to fell as
cheap as their Jefs thriving neighbouss, among
whom the wages of labour may be lower.

Ix reality high profits tend much more to raife
the price of work than high wages. 1fin the
linen manufaéture, for example, the wages of the
different working people ; the flax-dreffers, the
fpinners, the weavers, &c, fhould, all of them,
be advanced two pence a day: it would be'ne-
ceffary 1o he!ghteﬁ the price of a piece of linen
only by a number of two pences equal to the
number of people that had been employed about
it, multiplied by the number of days during
which they had been fo employed, That pare of
the price of the commodity which refolvcd itfelf

into wages would, through all the differens
ftages of the manufacture, rife only in arithme-
tical proportion to this rife of wages. But if the
profits of all the different employers of thofe
working people fhould be raifed five per cent,
that part of the price of the commodity which
refolved itfelf into profit, would, through all the
different {tages of the manufacture, rife in geo-
metrical proportion to this rife of profit.  The
. employer of the Aax-dreffers would in felling his
flax require an additional five per cent. upon the
whole value of the materials and wages which
he advanced to his workmen, The employer of
: L3 thg



BOOK the fpinners would require an additional five per
b~ cent, both upon the advanced price of the flax

and upon the wages of the fpinners. And the
employer of the weavers would require a like
five per cent. both upon the advanced price of
the linen yarn and upon the wages of the weav-
ers, .. In raifing the price of commodities the rife
of wages operates in the fame manner as {imple
intereft does in the accumulation of debt. The
rife of profit operates like compound interet,
Qur merchants and maffer-manufacturers com-
plain much of the bad effeéts of high wages in
raifing the price, and thereby leflening the fale
of their goods both at home and abroad They
fay nothing concerning the bad effeéts of high
profits, They are filent with regard to the per.
picious efleés of their own gains, They coms
Pls,m only of thole of other pcople.

C H AP
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CHAP X

Q.

Of Wages and Praft i the diffrnt Enpleyients of

" Labour and Stock.”

T H E whole of the advantages and difad-

. vantages of the different employments of
labour and ftock muft, in the fame neighbour-
hood, be eithér perfeétly equal or continually
tending to equality. If in the fame neighbour-
hood, there was any employment evidently cicher
more or lefs advantageous than the reft, fo many
people would crowd into'ic in' the one cafe, and
fo many would defert it in the other, thar its ad-
vantages would foon return to the level of other

employments.  This ac lealt would be the cafe:

in a ‘fociety where things were left o follow
their natural courfe, where there was perfet Ii-:
berty, and where every man was perfeétly free
both to chufe what occupation he thought pro-
per, and to change it as often as he thoughe
proper. Every man’s intereft would prompt bim
to feck the advantageous, and to {bun the difad-
vantageous employment.

Prcuniary wages and profit, indeed, are
every-where in Europe extremely different ac-
cording to the different employments of labour
and ftock. But this difference arifes partly from
certain circumftances in the employments them-
felves, which, either reaily, or at leaft in the
imaginations of men, make up for a finall pecu-
niary gain in fome, and counter-balance a great
onc in others; and partly from the policy of
) 33 L 4 Europe,

CHAP,
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30 1.0 - Eumpe, which no~whcrc lcavcs things at perfc&
I A liber ty.

Tue particular confideration of thofe cireum:
ftances and of that policy will divide t}ns chap-
ter into two parts.

e

PART I

Miabtm arifing from the Nature if the Emp}dy-
wénts themfalves.

TH B five following are the principal cir-

cumftances which, fo far as I have been
a.hla to obferve, make up for a fmall pecuniary
gain in fome employments. and counter-balance
a great one in others : firft, the agreeablene(s or
dsfsgrecablenzfs of thc ‘employments themfelves ;
fccondly, the ealinefs and cheapnefs, or the dif-
ficulty and expence of learning them ; thu-dly,,
the conftancy or inconftancy of employment in
them ; fourthly, the fmall or great truft which
muft bc repofed in thofe wha exercife them ;
and, ﬁfthly, the probability or improbability of
fuccefs in them.

First, The wages of labour vary with the
eafe or hardfhip, the cleanlinefs or dirtinefs, .the
honourablenefs or difhonourablenefs of the em-
ployment. Thus in moft places, take the year
round, a journeyman taylor carns'lefs than a
Joumeyman weaver, - His work is much cafier.
A journeyman weaver earns lefs than. a journey-
man fmith. Iis work is not always eafier but
it is much cleanlier. . A journeymnn black{mith,
though an arrificer, feldom earns & much in

twelve



gwelve hours as a collier, who is only a labourer, ¢ 'er.‘ P

does in eight. His work is not quite fo dirty,
is lefs dangerous, and is: carried on in day-light,
and above ground, . Honour makes a great part
‘of the reward of all honourable profeffions.  In
 point of pecuniaty gain, all things confidered,
they are generally under-recompenfed, as I fhall
endeavour to thow by and by. Difgrace has the
contrary effect. The trade of a butcher is a
brutal and an odious bulinef§ ;' but it is in moft
places more profitable than the greater part of
common trades, © The moft deretable of all em-
‘ployments, that of public executioner, is in pro-
‘portion to the quantity of work done, better
paid than any common trade whatever. =
~ Hunrive and fithing, the ‘moft important
employments of mankind in the rude face of
{fociety, bedome in its advanced flate cheir moft
agreeable amufements, ‘and they purfue for plea-
fure what they once followed from neceffity.  In
the advanced ftate of fociety, therefore, they are
‘all very poor people who follow as a trade, what
other people purfue as a paftime. ' Fithermen
have been fo fince the time of * Theocritus. A
poachier is every=where a very poor man in Great
Britain.  In countries where the rigour of the
law fufférs no paachers, the licenfed bunter is not
in a much better ¢condition.  The natural tafte
for thofe employments makss more people fol-
tow them than can live comfortably by them,
and the ‘produce of their Jabour, in proportion
fo its quantity, comes always too cheap to mar-
: ® See Idyllium xx1,
ket
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OO K Letto afford any thing but the moft (canty, fub-
by fiftence to the labourers. R i

Disacreraprrvess and  difgrace affect the
profits of ftock in the fame manner as the wages
of labour. . ‘The keeper of an inn or tavern, who
is never mafter of his own houfe, and who is
expofed to the brutality of every drunkard, ex-
ércifes neither a very agreeable nor a very cre-
ditable bufinefs. But there is fcarce any com-
mon trade in which a fmall ftock yields {o great
_ Secowpry, the wages of labour vary with the
eafinefs and cheapnels, or ‘the difficulty and ex-
pence of learning the bufinefs.

Wuen any expenfive machine is erected, the
extraordinary work to be performed by it before
it is worn out, it muit be expected, will replace
the ¢apital laid out wpon it, with at leaft the or-
dinary profits. A man educated at the expence
of much labour and time to any of thofe em-
plogments which require excraordinary dexterity
and fkill, may be compared to one of thole ex-
penfive machines:  The work which he learns
to perform, it muft be expefted, over and above
the ufual wages of comimon labour, will replace
to him the whoie expence of his education, with
at leaft the ordinary profits of an equally valuable
capital. It muft do this too in a reafonable
time, regard being had to the very uncertain
duration of human life, in the fame mahner as to
the more certain durarion of the machine.

Tus difference between the wages of fkilled
5Lk labour

. & ‘

R -_‘n—....-‘l-..;-u-’-u- G e g o

P e —



*THE. WEALTH OF'NATIONS

labous and’ thofe of common Jabour, is founde
upon this principle. .
L Tae '-.policy.--_of Europe confiders the labour of
all meéchanicks, artificers; and manufactarers, as
fkilled labour; and that of all country labourers
as common labour. It feems to fuppofe that of
the former to be of a more nice and delicate
nature than that of the latter, It is fo perhaps
in fome cafes; but in the greater partitis quite
otherwifé, as I fhall endeavour to fhew by and
by. The laws and cuftoms of Lurope, there-
fore, in, order to qualify: any petfon. for exer-
cifing the one pecies of labour, impofe the ne-
ceffity of an apprenticefhip, though with differ-
ent degrees of rigour in different places. They
leave the other frec ‘and open to.eyery body,
During the continuance of the apprenticelhip,
the whole Jabour of the apprentice belongs to
" his mafter. Inthe mean time he mufty)in many
cafes, be maintained by his parents or relations,
and in almoft all cafes muf be cloathed by
them, Some money too is commonly given to
the mafter for teaching him his trade. They who
cannot give maney, give time, or become bound
" for more than the vfual number of years; a con-
fideration which, though it is not always advan-
tageous to the mafter, on account of the ufual
idlenefs of apprentices, is always difadvantageous
to the apprentice. In country labour, on the
contrary, the labourer, while he is employed
about the eafier, learns the more difficult parts of
his bufinefs, and his own labour maintains him
through all the different ftages of his employ-
3 ' - ment,”
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ment. It is reafonable, therefore, that in Eu-
rope the wages of mechanicks, artificers, and
manufacturers, fhould be fomewhat higher than
thofe of common labourers. They are fo ac-

“cordingly, and their fuperior gains make them

in moft places be confidered as a fuperior rank
of people. This fuperiority, however, is gene-
rally very fmall ; the daily or weekly earnings of
Journeymen in the more common forts of manu-
fatkures, fuch as rhofe of plain linen and woollen
cloth; computed at an average, are, in moft
places, very little more than the day wages of
common labourers. Their employment, indeed,

is more fteady apd uniform, and the fuperiority
of their earnings, taking the whole year to-
gether, may be fomewhat greater. It feems evi-
dently, however, to be no greater than what is
fufficient 1o compenfate the fuperior {xpencc of
their education.

Epvcatrow in the ingenious arts and in the
liberal profeffions, is fill more redious and ex
penfive.  The pecuniary recompence, ducre’fow,
of painters and feulptors, of lawyers and phyﬁ..
cians, ought to be much more liberal; and it ig
fo accordingly. ‘

T'ue profits of ftock feem to be very little afs
feted by the eafinefs or difficulty of learning the

trade in which it is employed. Al the different:

ways in which ftock is commonly employed in
great towns {eem, in reality, to be almoft equally
eafy and equally difficult to learn. One branch
either of forcign or domeftick trade, cannot well

bg



THE WEALTH OF NATIONS.
be 'a much mare inmcate bufinefs than an-
others

Tmnm.v, X he wages of labour in d:f‘r"crcnt
occupations vary ‘with the conftancy or incon~
ftancy- of employment.

EmprovyMenT is much more conﬂ’ant in fome
trades than in others. In the greater part of
manufaétures, 2 journeyman may be pretty fure
of empicnyment almoft every day in the year that
he is able to work. | A mafon or bricklayer, on
the contrary, can work neither in hard froft nor
in foul weather, and his employment at all other
tines depends upon the occafional calls of his
cuftomers. He is liable, in confequence, to be
frequently without any. ‘What he earns, there-
fore, while he is employed, muft not only main-
tain him while he is idle, but make him fome
compenfation for thofe anxious and d.c{}mndmg
moments which the thought of fo precarions a
fituation muft fometimes occafion.  Where the
computed earnings of the greater part of manu-
fakturers, accordingly, are nearly upoa a level
with the day wages of common labourers, thofe
of mafons and bricklayess arc gencrally from
one half more to double thofe ‘wages, Where
common labourers earn four and five fhillings 2
week, mafons and bricklayers ﬁcqucmly earn
-feven and eight; where the former earn fix, the
laster often earn nine and ten; and where the
former eara nine and ten, as in L. ondon, the lat
ter commonly eatn ﬁftcen and cighteen. No
fpecies of fkilled labour, however, feems more
eafy to learn than that of mafons and bricklayers.
Chalrmen

y
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80 0 & Chairmen if ﬂmdqn, 'd,urihg. the fummer feas
‘o fon, are faid fomerimes to be employed af brick-
Jayers. | ‘The high - wages of thofe workmen,
therefore, are not fo much the recompence of
chéir fkill, as the compenfation for the incon-
ftaney of their employment, ' '
" A HOUSE carpenter feems to exercife rather a
nicer and more ingenious trade than a mafon.
In moft places, however, for it is not univerfally
fo, his day-wages are fomewhat lower.  His em-
. ployment, though it depends much, does not
depend fo eatirely upon the occafional calls of
his cuftomers ; and it is not liable to be inter-
rupted by the weather.: |© . 1
Warw the trades which generally afford con:
frant employment, happen in ‘a particular place
not to do fo, the wages of the workmen always
' rife a good deal above their ordinary proportion
to thofe of common labour. ~ In London ‘almoft
all journeymen artificers are liable to be called
upon and difiniffed by their mafters from day to
day, and from week, to week, in the {fame man-
ner as day-labourers in other places. The loweft
order of -artificers, journeymen taylors, accord-
ingly, earn there half a crown a-day, though
ecighteen-pence may be reckoned the wages of
common labour. In fmall towns and country-
villages, the wages of journcymen taylors fre-
quently fcarce equal thofe of common labour
but in London they are often many weeks with-
out employment, particularly during the fum-
mer,
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Waes the inconfancy of employment:is coms
bmed mrh the hardthip, difagrecablene(s and
dirtinefs of ‘the .work, it fometimes raifes the

'wagea of the moft common labour above thofe

of the mioft: fkilful artificers, A collier working
by the piece is {uppofed, at Newcaitle, to earn
commonly about double, and in many parts of
Scotland about three times the wages of com-
mon labour. . His high wages arife altogether
from thc ha:dﬁnp, dlf&grccablcncfa, and dirti-
nefs of his work, His emplo;mtnt may, upon
moft oqcaﬁons, be as conftant as he pleafes.
T‘hc caal- heavers in London exercife a trade
which in ha.rdfh:p, dirtinefs, and difagreeable-

: n&fé, almoft equals thal: of colliers ; ‘and from the

unayoidable arr%ulamy in the a}nm;s of coal-
ih1ps, the employment of the grcat’ci- part_of

them is neceffarily very incon@fant. If colliers, -

thc:eforc, commonly earn double and triple the
wages of common labour, it ought not to feem
unreafonable that coal-heavers thould fometimes
earn four and fivé cimes thofe wages.' In the
céqutry made into their condition a few years
ago, it was found that at the rate at which they
were then paid, they could ecarn from fix to ten
fhillings' a day.  Six fhillings are about four
times the s wages of common labour in London,
and in ¢very particular trade, the lowelt com-

mon earnings may always be confidered as thofe
of 'the far greater number. How extravagane
foever thofe carnings may appear, if they were

mote than fuffizicnt to compenfate all the dif-

agreeable circumftances of the bufinefs, there
T2 would
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B0 0 X would {‘oon heﬂ g:eas a nnmhm of emnpetiﬁors |
et as, in @ trade awhich has no, exclufive privilege,

would gquickly reduce them tosa lower rate. | .

Tus conftancy or inconftancy of employmcm
cannot affeét the ordinary profits of ftock in any
articular trade. - Whether the ftock. is or is not
conftantly employed depcnds not upon the trada,
but the trader. :

Fourtury, The wages of labour vary accbrdd«
ing to the fimall or great truft whmh mu& he rc-
pofed in‘the workmen. "

Tre wages of Idfmmhs and Jmnm are
eycry-whc.rc fuperior to thofe of Hnany otl;:r
workmen, not only of equal, but of iuch fupc-
rior ingenuity 3 on account of the | precwus ma-
tevials with which they are intrufted. -

We truft our health to the phyﬁcnm; our f’or-
tune and fometimes our life and reputation to
the lawyer and attorney.  Such confidence cou!d
not fafely be repofed in people of a very mean or
low condition. Their reward muft be ﬁ;ch,
thesefore, as may give them that rank in the fo-
ciety which {o important a eroft requires.  The
Jong time and the great expence which muft be
laid out in their education, when combined with
this, circumftance, neceflarily enhance fill fur-
ther the price of their labour.,

Waex 2 perfon em ploys only _h;s own ﬁeck in
trade; there is no trufk; and the: credic which he
may get from other people, depends, not upon
the nature of his trade, but upon their opinion
of his fortune, probity, and prudcm.e. T he dif-

ferent .
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ferent rates of profity therefore, in the different © Moy
branches of trade, cannot arife from the differ- \....-Y-.._J

entdegrees of truft repofed in the traders.
Firrary, the wages of labour in differenc em-
ployments vary according to the probability or
improbability of fuccefs in them.
Tue probability that any particular perfon
fhall ever be qualified for the employment to

which he is educared, is very different in differ-

ent occupations.  In the greater part of me-
chanick trades, fuccefs is almoft certain; but
very uncertain in the liberal profeffions. Put
your fon apprentice to a fhoemaker, there is
lictle doubt of his learning to make a pair of
fhoes: But fend him to ftudy the law, it is at
leaft twenty to one if ever he makes fuch profi-
ciency as will enable him to live by the bufinefs,
In a perfedtly fair lottery, thofe who draw the
prizes ought to gain all that is loft by thofe who
draw the blanks. 1In a profeflion where twenty
fail for one that fucceeds, that one ought to g: ain
all thac fhould have been gained by the unfuc-
cefsful twenty. = The counfellor at law who, per-
haps, at near forty years of age, begins to make
fomething by his profefiion, ought to receive the
retribution, not only of his own fo tedious and
expenfive education, but of that of more than
twenty others who are never likely to make any
thing by it. How extravagant foever the fees of
counfellors at Jaw may fometimes appear, their
real retribution is never equal to this. Com-
pute in any particular place, what is likely to be
anpually gamcd, and what is likely to be an-
Vox...I M nually
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B °-;.° K nualiy fpeht ’Hya]l the different workimen in any
——— Comimon n*a*&t, fuch as that ‘of fhoemakers or
weayers, and’ you'will find ‘that the former fum
will generally exceed the latter. But muke the
fame’ computation with regard to all the counfel-
lors and ftudents of - Taw, in all the different inns
of ‘court;’ and’ you will' find that their annual
gains beéar but a very fmall proportion to their
annual expence, even' though you rate the former
s hlg‘h and the latter as low, as can well be
done. - The lotrery of the law, therefore, is very
far from bemg a perfectly ‘fair lottery s and that,
‘as ‘well as fnany other liberal and honourable
profeffions, are, in point of pecumnry gd'in, WI-—
-dently under-recompenced, t
* Trose profeﬁionx keep their level, lrowever
with other occupations, and, notwithftandin
thefe difcouragements, all the moft generous and
liberal fpirits are cager to crowd into them.
‘T'wo different caufes contribute to recommend
them. " Firft, the defire of the rcpu:atmn which
ateends upon fuperior excellence in any of them’;
and, fecondly, the matural ‘confidence which
every man has more or lefs, not only in his own
abilities, but in his own good fortune.
To excel in any profeffion, in which but few
arrive at medmcuty, is the moft decifive mark of
what is called genius or fuperior talents. The
publick admiration which attends upon fuch dif-
dinguifhed abilities, makes always a part of their
,rcw.zrd a greater or fmaller in proportion as it
s higher or lower in deg;ee It makes a con-
lulca able part of that rcward in the profeffion of
phyf’ ck;
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phyfick ; “a fill gredter perhaps in that of Jaw © H AP
in poetry and philofophy it makes almoft the \eemymay

wiioley :
Tuurt are fome very agreeable and beautiful
talents of which the poffeffion commands a cer-
tain fort of adiiration ; but of which the exer-
cife for the fake of gain is confidered, whether
fro teafon of prejudice, as a fort of publick
proftitdtion. “T'he pecuniary recompence, there-
fore; of thofe who exercife them id this manner,
muft be fificient, nétonly to'pay for the time,
Jabour, and expence’ of acquiting the talents,
but for the difcredit which dtténds the employ-
meént 'of them'is the means of fubfiftence. +The
exorbitant rewards of players, "opera-fingers,
opera-danceérs;’ &c. are founded upon' thofe two
principles; the rarity and ‘beauty' of the talents,
‘and the diferedit of employing them' i this
manfer. It feéms abfurd at’firft fighe that'we
fhould defpife’ their perfons, and yér reward cheir
talents with ‘the moft profufe liberality. « While
we do the orte; However, we miift of heceflity do
the othier. Should the publick opinion or pre-
judice’ ever’ alter with régard “to “fuch occupa-
vions, their pecaniary recompence would quickly
diminifh. More people wotld dpply to them,
- and' the competicion’ would quickly reduce the
price of their Libour. “Such talents; though far
from being common; are by né tneans fo rare as
is imagined. Many people poffefs them in great
perfédtion, who' difdain to ‘make this wufe of
themn ;' and muny”more are capable of acquiring
Liink iz RN T R ML e A chem;
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\ them, if any thing could be made honourably by
‘o them. L
Tnx over-weening conceit which the greater
part of men have of their own abilities, is an
antient evil remarked by the philofophers and
moralifts of all ages. Their abfurd prefumption
in their own good fortune, has been lefs taken
notice of. It is, however, if poflible, fill more
univerfal. There is no man living who, when
in tolerable health and fpirits, has not fome fhare
of it. The chance of gain is by every man
more or lefs over-valued, and the chance of lofs
is by moft men under-valued, and by fcarce any
man, who is in tolerable health and fpirits, va-
lued more than it is worth, i
Trar the chance of gain is naturally over-
valued, we may learn from the univerfal fuccefs
of lotteries. The world neither ever faw, nor
ever will fee, a perfeétly fair lottery ; or one in
which the whole gain compenfated the whole
lofs ; becaufe the undertaker could make nothing
by it. 1In the ftate lotteries the tickets are really
not worth the price which is paid by the original
{ubferibers, and yet commonly fell in the market
for tyenty, thirty, and fometimes forty per cent.’
advance. The vain hope of gaining fome of the
great prizes is the fole caufe of this demand.
The fobereft people fearce look upon it as a folly
to pay 2 fmall fum for the chance of gaining ten
or twenty thoufand pounds; though they know
that even that fmall fum is perhaps twenty or
or thirty per cent. more than the chance is
worth. In a lortery in which no prize exceeded
twenty

THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF
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twenty pounds, though in ather refpeéts it ‘ap-
proached much nearer to aperfeltly fair one G
than the common ftate lotreries, there would not
be the fame demand for tickets. In order to
have a better chance for fome of the great prizes,
fome people purchafe feveral tickets, and others,
finall fhares in a ftill greater number. "There is
not, however, a mere certain propofition in ma-
thematicks, than that the more tickets you ad-
venture upon, the more likely you are to be a
lofer. ' Adventure upon all the tickets in the
lottery, and you lofe for certain; and the greater
the number of your tickets the nearer you ap-
ptoach to this cerrainty. |

Trart the chance of lofs is frequently under-
valued, and fearce ever valued more than it is
worth, we may learn from the very moderate
profic of infurers. Tn order to make infurance,
either from fire or fea-rifk, a trade at all, the
common premium muft be fufficient to compen-
fate the common lofies, to pay the expence of
managerent, and to afford fuch a profit as
might have been drawn from an equal capital
employed ‘in any common trade. The perfon
who 'pays no more than this, evidently pays no
moré than'the real value of the rifk, or the low-
éft price at which he can reafonably expect to
infure it.  But though many people have made
4 litele money by infurance, very few have made
a " great fortune ; and from this confideration
alone, it feems evident encugh, that'the ordinary
balarice “of profic afid lofs is not' more advan-
rageous in this, than.in other common trades by

A M 3 which
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which fo, many . ‘people make fortunes. Mode,
rate, howqu;.\aqg the premium of mi’umnpatam
monly is, many, people defpife the rifk too imuch
to care to pay it.  Taking the whole. kingdom
at an avcn.ggc, nineteen hQuqu in twenty, or
rather perhaps pinety-nine in a. hundwd, are not
mfurcd from fire, Sea rifk is more dlarm,mg to
the greater pait. of people, a..qd the pmportmq
of ﬂups infured to :hqu ot mfumd 19 much
greater, Ma,n} ﬁul, hpweyt:;, at all ft‘&fﬂﬁ?a and,
even in nlm,e of war, wnhout an;y mfurancc Th:s
may fumt;;;mcs perhgps, bc dom wnthgut any im-
prudence, When a great comga,ny, Qr ¢ven a great
merchant, has twenty or thirty. fhips at fea, they
ma)(,1 as Qt were, infure one anuthcfr Thc pre-
mium faved upon them all, may more, than com-
penf‘atc fuch. loﬁ;‘:a as tl'.tey are lgkcly 10 | meet
with in the common courfe of chances. The
negle@t of infurance, upon: ﬂnppmg, howcvcr,
in the fame manner as upon houfzs, is; in, mnﬂ:
cafes, :hc effedt of no fuch nice calm}man, but
of mere thoughtlefs mfhncfs and p;chmptunus
contempt of the rifk. _

Tuz contempt of rifk, amd the prt:i'umpmous_
hope of fuccefs, are in no pmod of life. more
aétive. than, av the age at whxch,xaung people
chufe their profefiions.. How litdle the fear of
misfortune is then capable of betlanx:mg the hope
of good luck, appears flill mog-c em,d&n:ly in the
readine(s of  the common people to enlift: ag
foldiers, or to go to fea, than in the eagernefs of
thofe of better: fathion: to  enter .into what are
calleg the liberal profefions, « = i
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W a common foldier may lofe is obyious

enoughy., Without regarding the danger, how- ey

ever, young volunteers never enlift fo readily as
at the beginning of a.new war; and though they
have {carce any chance of preferment, they figure
to themfclves, in their youshful fancics, a thou-
fund occafions of acquiring honour and diftinc-
tion which never occur.. ., Thefe romantick hopes
make, the ywhole price of their blood. . Their pay
is lefs then that of common  labourers, and in
aétual fervice their fatigues are much greater,

. Tug Jougery of the fea is not altogether fo dil-
advantageous as that of the army. The fon of
a creditable labourer or artificer-may frequently
go to fea with his father's confent; but if he
enlifts as & foldier, it is always without iti; Ocher
~ people fee fome chance of his making fomething
by the ‘one trade: nobody but himfelf fees any
of his-making any thing by the other.., The
great. admiral is:Jefs the objeét of publick ad-
miration than the great general, and the higheft
fuccels in! the fea fervice promifes a lefs brilliant
fortune and reputation than equal fuccels in-the
lesd, | The fame difference runs through all the
snferior degrees of preferment in both.: By the
rules of precedency a captain in the navy ranks
with a colonel in the army: but.he does not rank
with him in the common eftimation. As the
great prizes inthe lottery are lefsy the fialler
ones muft be mare numerous.  Common failors,
‘therefore, more frequently get fome fortune and
preferment than common foldiers ; apd the hope
of thofe prizes is what principally recommiends

] M 4 the
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BIOSOK thentrade, Though' their fkill and dextericy are
e mitich {uperior to that of almoft any artificers,

and though their whole life is one continual
fcene of 'hardfhip and danger, yer for all ‘this
dexterity and {kill, for all thofe hardfhips and
dangers, while they remain in the condition of -
commeon failors, they receive fcarce any other
recomperice but the pleafire of exercifing the
one and of furmounting the other, Their wages
are ot greater than thofé of common labourers
at the port which regulates the rate of feamens
wages. As they are continnally going from port
to port, the monthiy pay of thofe who fail from
all the differert ports of Great Britain, is more
acarly upon a level than that of any other
workmen in thofe different places; and the'rate
of the porcto and from which the greateft num-
ber fail, that is the port of L.ondon, regulates
that of all the reft. At London the wages of
the greater part of the different claffes of wark-
en are about double thofe of the fame claffes
2t Edinburgh.  But the failors who fail from the
port of London feldom earn above three or four
fhillings a month more than thofe who fail fom
the port of Luwith, and the difference is fre-
quently not fo great. In time of peace, and in
the merchant fervice, the London price is from
a guinea to about feven-and-twenty fhillings the
galendar month. A common labourer in Lon-
don, ac the rate of nine or ten fhillings a week,
may earn in the calendar month from forty to
.hge-and forty .. ﬁnlhngs « The failor, indeed,
oyer and .above. his pay,.is fupplied with provi-
fions.
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fions. ' Their value, however, mdy not perhaps c"r&xa' ».
always exceed' the difference between his pay iy

and that of the common labourer; and though
it fometimes fhould, 'the excefs will not be clear
gain to the failor, becaufe he catinot fhare i
- with his wife and family, whom he muft maincain
out of his wages at honse. ey ki

- Tae dangé¥s and hair-breadth e‘l'capcs of alife
of adventures, inftead of difheartening 'young
people, feem frequently to recommend a rrade
to them. A tender mother, among the inferior
ranks of people, is often afraid ‘to fend her fon
to" fchool at a fea-port town, left the fight of
the fhips and the eonverfation and adventures of
tie failors fhould entice him to go to fea, The
diftant profpe& of hazards, from which we can
hope to extricate ourfelves by courage and ad-
drefs, is ‘not difagreeable to us, and does not
raife the wages of labour in any employment,
It is otherwife with thofe in which courage and
addrefs can be of no avail. 1n trades which are
known to be very unwholefome, the wages of
labour are always remarkably high. " Unwhole-
fomenefs is a fpecies of difagreeablenefs, ard
its effe€s upon the wages of labour are to be
ranked under that general head, -

“Iw all the different employments of ftock, the
ordinary rate of profit varies more ‘or lefs with
the certainty or uncertainty of the returns. Thele
are in general lefs uncertain in the inland than in
the:foreign trade, and in’ fome branches of fo-
reign trade than in-others; in the trade to North
America, for example, than in that to Jamaica.
3 The
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K. The ordinary. {F{:P Q.f profiv always rifes more on
(Wil A with the rifk. . it does not, howeyer, feem

' w r;{om proportion 19 it or o as to compenfate

Qﬂmlﬁ ﬁg Bimlf.x upteics are moft frequent
UH ‘i m dous, trades.  The moft hazard-
Qus. q ,a e;s,. that of a fmqgg,ler, though
when, nhe a vcnture fucceeds it is likewife, the
Wﬁ, moﬁ;ablc, is the mfalilblc road to bank-
Suptcy. The Hq{umptuqus hopa of fuccefs feems,
to afk here as upon all other ocealions, and ta
enti ce fo many a..ivcr;tprcra into thofe lmza,;dgu,gr
tiades, tha;l}hclr competition rrdq»cu the, profic
b;!qw what is fuﬁc:pm to cqmpcnfa.m; ;ﬂk,
o compe.plfatc it compleatly, the qammop, re-
;ums oqgl;t, over and. above d‘xc Qrdmary pr,eﬁt;
of ftock, pot only to, make up | for all occafional
loffes, but to afford a furplus profit, to the ad-
venturers of the fame pature with the pmﬁt of
infucers.  But if the common returns wese fuf-
ﬁcmnt for all this, bankwpmcs would: not. be
mom frequent in thefe Ehap in other trades,

Or the tzvc__;:rcumltgncew, therefore, . vwhich
vary the wages of laboury two only affe® the
profits of ftock; the agreeablenefs or difagree~
ablenefs of the bulinefs; and the riflc or'fecurity
with which- it is attended.: In: poima of agree-
ablenefs or difagrecabienefs, thereris little orino
difference in the far greater part of ‘the different
employments of flocks buta great deal in thofe
of labour; and the ordinary profitief fock,
though it rifes with the rifk, does not always
feeny to rife in proportion to it, It fhould fol-
low from all this, that, in the fame fociety or .

neigh-~
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feighbourheod, the average-and ordinary. rates q";“‘ T
of .prafig in the different employments of ftock -
i}y)plql be ‘more mearly vpon a level than the
pecuniary wages of, the different forts of labour.
They are o accordingly. The. difference be~
tween the carnings of a common labourer and
thole of a well emyloycd lawyer or phyﬁcsan, is
evni'lenpl.y much ar eater, than tha:, bhtwccn the
ordinat‘y proﬁts in anv Oy dlﬂ%rent branchcs of
trade. ~ The apparent difference, bcfdgs, in the
proﬁts of different trades, is gcnerﬂly a decep-
tlon arifing from ' our not always dx&mgulfhmg
what ought to be confidered as wages, front what
aught t to bt confidered as profie, .
Apo;rm.canms Rroﬁt is become a bye-word
depormg, fomegl?mg uncam:mqu extrayagant,
Tﬁis. grna: ;gaymnt praa,ﬁxe,L bp\yever, is ﬁ-c-
Ruénﬂy no more than the reafonable wages of
Tabour, The 1kill of an apothccary is a much
picer and more delicate macter than that of any
arificer whatever; and the truft which is repofed
in him is of much greater xmportahce He is
the phyﬁcnm of the poor in all caﬁ-s, and of the
nch when the diftrefs or danger is notvery great.
His: reward, thcremre, aught to be fuitable to
his fkill a,nd his truft, and it arifes generally
from the price at which he fells his drugs. But
the whole drugs which the beft employed apo-
" theeary, in a large marker town, will fll in a
year, . may not pcrhaps coft him above thirty or
forty poundsf Though he. thould fell them,
therefore, for three or four hundred, or at a
;houfan& per cent. proﬁt, this may frequently be
na
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6 K no more than the reafonable wages of his labour
-.....‘..'......: charged, in the only way in which he can charge.

them, upon the price of his drugs. ' The greater
part of the apparent profit is real wages difgmfcd
in the garb of profit.

In a finall fea-port town, a little grocer will
make forty or fifty per cent. upon a ftock of a
fingle hundred pounds, while' a confiderable
wholefale merchant in the fame place will fcarce
make eight or ten per cent. upon a ftock of ten
thoufand. The trade of the grocer may be ne-
ceffary for the conveniency of the inhabitants,
and the narrownefs of the market may not admit
the employment of a larger capital in the bufi-
nefs. The man, however, muft not only live
by his trade, but live by it fuitably to the quali-
fications which it requires. Befides poﬂ'cﬁ'ing a
Iittle capital, he muft be able to read, ‘write, and
account, and muft be a tolerable judge too of,
perhaps, fifty or fixty different forts of goods,
their prices, qualities, and the markets where
they are to be had cheapeft. He muft have all
the knowledge, in fhort, that is neceffary for a
sreat merchant, which nothing hinders him from
becoming but the want of a fufficient capital.
Thirty or forty pounds a4 year cannot be con-
fidered as too great a recompence for the labour
of a perfon fo accomphﬂ\cd Deduét this from
the feemingly great profics of his capital, and licele’
more will remain, perhaps, than the ordinary
profits of ftock. The greater pare of the ap-
parcnt profit is, in this cale too, real wages,

Tug
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Taz difference between the apparent profit . SRR

the retail and that of the wholefale trade, is much  Gamymm

le[s in the capital than in fmall towns and coun-
try villages. Where ten thoufand pounds can
be cmployed in the grocery trade; the wages of
the grocer’s labour make but a very trifling addi-
tion to the real profits of fo great a ftock, The
apparent profits of the wealthy retailer, there-
fore, are there more nearly upon a level with
thofe of the wholefale mcrchant Tt is upon this
account that goods fold by retail are generally
as cheap and frequently much cheaper in the
capital than in fmall towns and country villages,
Grocery goods, for example, are generally much
cheaper; bread and butcher’s meat frequently
as cheap. It cofts no more, to bring grocery
goods to the great town than to the country
village; but it cofts a great deal more to bring
corn and cattle, as the greater part of them
muft be brought from a much greater diftance.
The prime coft of grocery goods, therefore, be-
ing the fame in both placcs, they are cheapeft
where the leaft profic is charged upon them.
The pﬂmc coft of bread and butcher’s-meat is
greater in the great town than in the country
village; and though the profit is lefs, therefore,
they are not always cheaper there, but often
equally cheap. In fuch articles as bread and
butcher’s meat, the fame caufe, which dimi-
nifhes apparent profit, increafes prime coft. The
extent of the market, by giving employment to
greater ftocks, dirninifhes apparent profit; but
by requiring fupplies ﬁ'om a greater diftance, it
increafes
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one and increafe of the ther fem, in ni‘a&"cﬂf'es,
nearly 10 counter-balande one anoﬁaer which is
probtbif\thc reafon that, though the prices of
corn and cattle are commonly very differérs ‘in
different parts of ‘the kingdom, thofé of ‘bread
and butcher’s-meat are generally very ne&rly rh\,
faine through the greater part of it.

Troven the profits of fock’ both in 'the

‘wholefale ‘and retail trade are generally lefs in

the capital than in {imall towns and country vil-
lages, yet great fortunes are frcquéntly acquired
from fimall beginnings i in the former, and fcarce
ever in the latter.  Tn {mall towns and country
villages, on account of the narrownefs of the
market,  trade canpot alw.tys be extended as
ftock extends.  1nfuch places, therefore, though
the rate of a particular perfon’s profits may be
very high, the fum or amount of them can never
be very grear, nor confequently.chat of his annual
accumulation.  In great towns, on the coﬁtra.ry,
‘trade can be extended as ftpck increafes, and the
credic of « frugal and thriving man increafes much
faﬁcr than his ftock. His trade 1s extended in
proportion to the amount of both, and the fum ot
amount of his profits is in propomon ) thc extent
of his trade, and his annual accumulation in pro-
pertion to the amount of his profits.. It {eldom
hnppcus, however, that great fortunes are made
even in great towns by any one regular, eftablith-
¢d, apd well-known branch of bufinefs, but in
qon!'cquence of a long. life of mduﬂcry, frugah
gnd dtrention, Sudden fortunes, indeéd, aré fomt-
times

LLANL Ve

G

: mcrcafes ‘prime’ coft. - This" dz’rﬁmuf:o'h of the



eimes made 'in fuch places by what is caﬂcd ‘the ¢ “xﬁ .
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trade of fpeculation. The fpeculative merchant 6x: (s

ch:fcs no one regular, eftablithed, or well-known
branch of bufinefs. '/ Fle is a corn' mérchane this
year, and a wine mefchant the next, and a fugar,
tobacco, or tea merchant the year after. He enters
into cvery trade when he forefees'that it is likely to
be more than commonly proﬁ:a,ble, ‘and he quirs
it when he forefees that its profits afe likely to
returh to the level of other tradess! Flis profies
and loffes, therefore, can bear no regular 'pros
portion to thofe of any one effablifhed and wéll-
known branch of bufinefs, = A bold adventurer
' may fometimes acquire a confiderable fortune by
two or three (uccefsful fpccula&bns; butic is
joft ‘s likely to loferone by:two.or three uns
fuccefsful ones.: Thid trade caniibe cdrried ion

no whete' butiin  great towns. It m:onlprm

placcs of the moft extenflive commerce and cop-

refpondence that the mtelhgencc rcqu:ﬁre Forag
can be had.

Ta¥  five cipcumﬂ:ances iive mennoned
though they occafion confiderable inequalicies in
t!‘lb'ﬂ'&gts of labour and profits of {lock, occafien
none in ‘the wholé of the advantages and difad-
vantages, real or imaginary, of the different e~
ployments of either.  The nature of thofe cir-
cumftances is fuch, that they make up for a fmali
pecuniary gam in fome, and counter- ba lance a
great one in others. :

In ord‘cr, hawcvcr, that this cquahqr mny
take place in the whole of their advantages or
dlfadvantzges, three ‘things ‘are requifite eveh

s where
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where thete is the moft peifee frcedom.  Firt,
the cmploymehts mufc be well kmown and long
eftablifhed in the “nei; shbourhood ; fecondly,
they muft be in their ordinary, orwhat may be
called their natural fate; and, thirdly, they
muft be the fole or Pnnmpai employmcnts of
thofc who occupy thtm. I

Fiast, this cquahtjr can take place only in
chofe employments which are well ‘known, and
have been long cftabh{hcd in thc nc;ghhour-.
hood. " ' . _
 WaEne all other . cucumftances are equa],
wages are. generally lughcr in' new than in old
trades, . When a projetor attempts to. eftablifh
a new manufadture, he mult at firft entice his
workmen from other cmpioymcnts by higher
wages than they can either earn in their own
trades, or than thc nature of his work would
otherwife require, and u confiderable time muft
pafs away before he cin venture to réduce them
to the common level. Manufaétures for which
the demand arifes altogether from fafthibn and
fancy, are continually changing, and feldomelaft
long enough to be'confidered as old eftablifhed
manufaltures.  Thofe, on ' the contrary, for
which the demand arifes chiefly from ufe or ne-
ceflity, are lefs lHable to change, and the fame
farm or fabrick ‘may continue in’demand for
whole centuries together, The wages of labour,
therefore, are likely to be higher in manufa&ures
of the former, than in thufc of ‘the latter kind.
Birmingham deals chiefly in manufaétures of the

former kind; Sheffield in thofe of the latter ;
and
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 and the wages of labour in thofe two different o HAP
places, are faid to be fuitable to this difference in

the nature af their manufactures.

Tue eftabiithment of any new manufalture,

of any new branch of commerce, or of any new
practice in agriculture, is always a {peculation,

from which the projeftor promifes himfelf extra-
ordinary profits. Thefe profits fometimes are

very great, and fometimes, more frequently,

perhaps, they are quite otherwife; but in general
they bear no regular proportion to.thofe of other
old trades in the neighbourhood.  If the projeék
fucceeds, they are commonly ac firt very high.
When the trade or praftice becomes thoroughly

cftablithed and well known, the competition re-

duces them to the level of other trades.

 SeconpLy, this equality in the whole of the.
advantages and difadvantages of the different.
employments of labour and ftock, can take place

only in the ordinary, or what may be called the
narural ftate of thofe employments.

‘I'ux demand for almoft every different fpecies
of labour, is fometimes greater and fometimes
lefs than ufual. In the one cafe the advantages
of the employment rife above, in the other they
fall below the common lével. The demand for
count labour is greater at hay ~time and harveft,
than during the greater part of the year; and

ces rife with the demand. In time of war,
when forty or fifty thoufand failors are forced
from the merchant fervice into that of the king,
the demand for failors to merchant fhips necef~

farily rifes with their fcarcity, and their ‘wages

“You. 1. N upon
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» 0 0K ypon fuch odeafions commonty tife from a guines

and fevensand-twenty fhillings, to forcy hillings .
and: three pounds amonthy  In & decaying ma-)
nifaéture, o the contrary, many, workimen, Fa- .
ther than quit their old trade, are contented
with frnaller, wages than would otherwife be fuit~
able to. the nature of thelr employmenty, i i &
" g'se prefits of ftock vary with the price of.
the commodities jmwhich it is employeds (As |
the price of any commadity sifes above the ordi-
nary or dverage ratéy the profits of at leaft {ome
part, of  the ftock that is employed in brioging it
o market, 7ife above their propen Jevely @nd as:
it falls they fink belowir. . All commuodities are.
rhore or lefs liable to variations of price; but,
fome are much more fo than others. | In alk
commodities which are produced by human in- .
duftsy,  the quantisy of induftry annually em-.
ployed is neceffarily segulated by theiannual de«;
sand, in fuch a mannex thac the average annyal
produce may, as nearly as pofiible, be equal 1o
the average. annugl gonfumption; . In:fome em-
ployments, ic has, already. been. obferyed, the.
fame quantity of . induftey  wilk, always produce
the fame, or very neasly the fame. quantity, of
commodities. . In the linen or waollen manu-,
fagtures, for cxample, the fame, number. of hands.

ill annually work. up: very neasly the fame
quantity of lien and woollen cloth,,  Fhe vatia<,
tions in the market price of fuch commodiriess
sherefote, can arife only from fome. accidental
variation in the demand, . A publick mourhing.
vaifes the price of black cloth. But as the demand

' - for
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Tor moft forts of pdam; dinen and woollen: cloth is ¢ A Pv
pretty uniforoiyofo s likewifer the pricei . But ‘et

there are other: ‘employments ©ih' which ' the
fame quantity of induftky Will not ‘always ‘pro-
duce the fame quantity of commoditivs. ' The
Dime quantity of induftry; for ‘ekample, will,-in
different yeai's; produce very different quantities
oftcorn, ‘wine, hops, fugar, tobacce; 8¢.  The
price of fuch commoditivs; therefore, varies not
vnly with the variations of demand, but with the
much  gegater and more  {requent variations of
quantity; and‘is confequently extremely fluétuar-
ing. ' But'the profit of fome of the dealers muft
necelTarily’ fiadtuate with the price of the com-
rioditiesi The ‘opérations of the fpeculative
mérchant are principally employed ‘about’ fuch
commadities,” He endéavours to buy them up
whieh he forefees that their price is likely to rife,
and vo'fell them when 3v is likely'to fall. "~

Tairpiy; This equality in’ the whole of the
ddvantages and difadvantages' of the' different
employmcuts of 1abotir and ftock; 'can take place
only in fuch ay are the fole or principal cmploy-
ments of thofe who occupy them,

WHEN a2 perfon ‘devives his' fubfiftence ‘from

one employment, which does ‘not occupy the

greder part ‘of 'His time; in the intervals of his
leifitre heé is often willing to work at agother for
lefs wages than Would o:hcrwﬂ:c fuxt f.he nam:rc of
the employitient.

‘Taere fill {ubhits in xﬂany‘i:mrts of Scotland

a fer of people ‘called Cotters or Cottagers,

thuugh ‘they were more frequent {gme years ago
g N 2 than
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thian . they dre now. . They! dre  afort: of out-
fervants of (the! landlords and: farmerss The
ufual réward: which: the'y_ receive fromy their
mafters is a houfe, a fmall garden fors pot-herbs,
as ruch sgrafs as will feed a cowy and, perhaps, .

an ‘acre or two of ‘bid arable/dand: ' When their
‘mafter has occafion’ for their laboury: he gives

them, befides, two 'pecks of oatmeal a° week,
worth® about fixteen-pence! fterling. | During 2,
great part of the year he has litcle-or no occalion -
for their labour, and the cultivation of their own
little poffeflion is not fufficient to occupy  the

time which is left at their own difpofal. «When

fuch occupiers were more numerous' than they
are at prefent, they are faid to haverbeen willing.
to give their {pare. time for a very finall recoms
pence to any body, and to have wrought for lefs
wages than other: labourers.  In jantient: times
they! feem: to have been common . all over Eu-
rope.. In countries ill cultivated and worfe in-
habited, the greater part of landlords and farm-
ers could not otherwife provide. Eht:mfch!es with
the extraordmary number of hands, wJuc:h coun~
trg labour requires at- certain feafonss . - The
daily or, weekly recompence which fuch labour-

ers occalionally received from their mafters; was

evidently, nou the: whaole price of their labour.

“Theigimall tenernent; made, mnﬁdcrable Part
of it This_daily or weekly renompence, how-

cver,‘ﬁ;_cmsg fo have:been coniidered as.the whole
of ik, h)r Thany writess wha have .collefted, the
prices ¢ of labour and provifions in-antient times,
and who have taken pleafure in reprefenting

both as wondeifvllw Tow,
f _THE



I pmducc. «of fuch labour cornes fmqucn:ly s s
ﬂhtapcremmaxkﬁtf than would otherwife be fuit- u.-m.a
able to ifs natures Stockings.in many parss of
Seotland are knit much: cheaper. than they! can
anyfwhcrt be wrought upon the loom. They are
the -worksof {ervants, and Jabouserss wheiderive
the principal parc of their; fubliftence.from fome
other employment.. More than, a thoufand pair
of Shetland flockings are, ammﬂlly importedinto
Leith,  of which the price is from five-pence to
feven-pence apair. At Learwick o the fmall ea-
pital of the Shectand; iflandsy tﬁn~p{mue adayy 1
hﬂtﬂbeem‘aﬁ'pmd, is ‘a’ common price. of conds
mon Habours: In o the famesiflands: they donic
‘woifted fockings to the: leua of . guinoa & puir
axdnpﬂhmh U E AR G ik e b e Wi
. Tae fpinning of lmemyam is' carried on in
Scotland:nearly/in the fame way as the knitting
of ftockings; by fervants who are chiefly hired
for other purpofes. They earn but a very fcanty
{ubfiftenice; lwho endeavour ito ger “their ‘whole
fivelihood! by cither of thofe trades. In moft
parts of Scoland the isa goad fpmm«r wha ean
earn twenty-pence a weeky

‘In''opulent: cotntries the markct is generali 7
{o extenlive, that any one trade is fufficient to
employ thewhole labour and ftock of thofe who
occupy it. Inflances of people’s living by one
employment, and at the fame time deriving fome
litele” advantage fromn “another; occur ‘chiefly in
poor-countries.  The following inftance, how-
ever, of foiething ‘of the fame kind is to'be
fpund in‘the capital 'of & very rich one. ' There |

N3 i§
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B OO R jsnocity in Europe, 1 believe; in which houfe-
N TENE I8 deareri than iaLondon, and yet I kaow
no: capitak in which a furnifhed apartent. can be
‘hired . fo:-eheaps Ladgmg* st mtamly much
cheaper in London. than in Paris; iz is much
«cheaper ‘than in Edinburgh of the fame degree
of goodne(s ; and what may feem extraordinary,
the dearnefs of . houfcarmt is the caufe of the
cheapnefs of lodging, 'The dearnefs of houfe-
rent in London arifes, not only from thofe caufes
which render it dear in all great capitals, the
dearnefs of labour, the dearnefs of all the ma-
serials 'of building, which muft" ‘generally be
brought from a greac d:i':am:c., and above all the
dearnefs of ground-rent, every landlord afting
the part of a monopolift, and frequently exa&mg
a higher rent for a fingle acre of bad land in
a town, than can be had for a hundrcd of the
beft in the country; but it arifes in part from
the peculiar mannpers and cuftoms of the people,
which oblige every mafter of a family to hire a
‘whole houfe fram top to bottom. | A dwellmg- -
. boufe.in England means every thing that is con-
tained, under, the fame roof, In France, Scot-
land, and many other parr:. of Europe, it. frc-
quently means no more than a fingle flory, A
tradefman in London. is obliged to hire a whole
houfe in that part of the town where his cutom-
ers live. His fhop is upon the, ground-floor,
and he and bis family flecp in the garrer; and
he endeavours o, pay.a past of his houfe-reat by
letting , the two middle. ﬁm‘acs to lodgers. He
expetts. to maintain Ius fgmlly by his trade, and
. not




wot by his' lodgers, «Whereas; ‘at’ Paris and S e
Fdinburgh,” the ‘people ‘who let lodgings; have twmymes
‘commonly no other meang of {ubfiftencey and

she price of the lodging wulk: pay, not only the
‘genit-of the houfe) but che whale expence of the
ofatglly. i) 481 bl 45 W

! 'f'}"ji";!""'fr.,'"“‘"l'..' Al P R i,"E-':'i__a'_< FRTEEHNE T B -
; f al _.;'.I:-B:,A.I.JR; T‘("!R -1 Bl
et SRS RS T Mt R NAR B O A y
-\ Jnegualivies oceafioned by +be' Policy of Burepe. .
SR NN TR N g OO ST T R kil !
S U CH are the insqualitics in the whole of
2 he advantages and | difadvantages of she dif-
ferentemployments of dabour, and. frack, . which
- the defect of any, of the: thce requilites aboye:
- mengoned muft. occafion, . eyven. where ithere is -
- the moft perfedt liberty. . But the policy of fu-
 tope, by mot leaving things ac perfeét liberty,
occafions wther ingqualities of much gregter im-
pp:tancc; YT g + RTINS WX (VAR i
I does this chiefly in ¥he: three following
ways. - Firft, by ‘reftraining the competition in
fome eﬂi’pls)yments to ‘'a {fmaller mumber - than
would otherwife be difpofed to enter ‘into them;
fecondly; by increafing it in others beyond what
it naturally would be ; and, thirdly, by obftruct-
ing the free circulation 'of labour and fock,
both from employment ta employment and from
‘Phccmplace. 1 ML Vig ¥
~ ' Finsr; The policy of Europe occafions a very
important inequality in the whole of the advan-
tages and Qifadvantages of the different employ-
'ments’ of labour and fock; by teftraining the
ot ol N 4 competition,
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- competition in’ fome employments to a fimalley
Mo ALUMbET Chan mxght. gthermfc bc dlfpofed. 0 en~
ter intothental oty mov

Tz exclufive: privileges of corporauons are
the principal means:ic makes ufc of for this: pur-
pofe.

Tae exclufive pnvﬂegc of an mcorporated
trade neceffarily reftrains the competition, in the
town where it is eftablithed, to thofe who are

free of the trade. T'o have ferved an'appren-
ticefhip in the town, under’ a mafter propcrly
qualified, is commonly the neceffary requifite for
obmmmg this freedom. The bye-laws of the
corporation  regulate fometimes the number of
apprentices which any mafter is allowed to have,
and almoft always the number of years which
each apprentice is obhgcd to ferve. Thei inten-
tion of both regulations is to reftrain the competi-
tion to a much’ fmaller number thah might
otherwife be difpofed to enter into the trade.
The limitation of ‘the number of apprentices re-
ftrains it dnre&ly' A long term of apprentice-
fhip reftrains ‘it more indireétly, but as effec.
tpally; by increafing the: expence of education.
In Sheffield no mafter cutler can have ‘more
than one apprentice 4t @ time, by a bye-law of
the corporation. 'In Worfolk and: Norwich no
mafter weaver can have more than two appren-
tices, under ‘pain of forfeiting: five. pounds . a
month to the king, v No mafter hatter can have
more than two apprentices. any-where 1n Enge
land, or in the Englifh-plantations, under pain
of forfeiting five! pounds a-mnonth,: half' to: the

L:ng,‘
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king, and half o him ' wlio flull fue in.any vourt
of record. ' Both thefe regulations, though they
have been (confirmed by a publick: law.of the
kingdomy arec evidently: | didated . by «the fame
corporation’ fpirit which: enadked the bye-law of
Sheffield. © The filk weavers in London. had
fcarce been  ingorporated ai-year when they en~
acted  a. bye-law, reftraining ,any  mafter from
having more than two apprentices at a.time. . [c
required a particular act of parliament to reicind
this bye-law, : . gl bt s vap Fald
SevEN years. {eem antiengly to have been, all
over Europe, the. ufual texmyeftablithed. for, the
duration of apprenticefhips in the greater part of
incorporated  trades. .. All fuch, dncorporations
were antiently called univesfitiegw which indeed
is the proper Latin namg for any . incorporation
whatever, - The univerfity of fmiths, ghe uni-
verfity of taylors, &g, are expreflions which we
~ commonly meet-with in tHie old charters of an-
tient towns. . When thofe particular incorpora~
tions which are, now peculiarly called juniver-
fities were firlt eftablithedy the term of  years
which it was neceflary to/ftudy, in arder to ob-
tain the degree of malter of ants, appears evi-
dently to- haye been copied from the term of
apprenticefhip;in common trades, of which the
incorporations were much. more antient. A$ 10
have wrought feven years under a mafter pro-
perdy qualified; was neceffary, (i order to intitle
any perfon to become a mafker, and to have bim-
felf apprentices in.a common trade ; fo 1o have
fiudied feyen.years under a matter propery quas
' lified,

Q.
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BOOK Jified, was neceflary fo entitle him to' becomea
\pmpmnns  paficr; teacher, or dotor (words sneiently fyno-
: Aitmbus) i the liberal arts, ‘and to have fcholars
of appréntices (words likewife' origi nally fyno-

mimous) to fudy underhim. '

; "By the ¥th of Elizabech, cominonly called the
Btatute of Apprenticethip, it’ was ‘enafted; that
‘o'perfon thould for the future exercifé any trade,

eraft, or myftery at that time ‘exercifed’in Eng-

fand, ‘unlefs he had previoufly ferved to it an
apprenticefbip of feven years at leafty anid what

Defore had been the bye-law of many particular
corporations, became  in England ‘the’ general

and publick law of all trades carried 8n'in' mar-

et towns. - For though' the words of the fratute
are very gener#l; and feem plainly to'include the

‘whole kingdom, by intérprecation its aperation
has been limited to' market' towns, it h&vfﬁg
been held that in mtry‘ villages &'petfon ay
exercife feveral difffrent trades, though he thas
tiot ferved o feven years iﬁprenticeﬂﬁi’ to each,
they being neceffary for the conveniericy of the
‘inhabitants, and the number of people fre-
quently not being fufficient to fupply each with
a particular fect of hands, o 000 :

B a ftriét interprecation of the words too the

operation of this fiatute has been limited to thofe
tiades which were eftablifhed in England before

the sth of Elizaberh, and has. never been ex-
tended to fuch as have been introduced fince
that time.  This limitation has given occafion
to feveral diftin&tions which, confidered as rules
of police, appear as foolifh ‘as ean well be ima-

i gined,
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igined. Tt has been adjudged, for example; ,thm_- :mn ‘AP,
& coach-maker can  neicher himfelf make nor w

iemploy, journeymen  to malke: higi coach-wheels
but mult-buy. them of a malten Whtﬁiﬂ“’ﬂgirt,
this datter trade: hiw&m been exgriifed in Kag-
Jand before theigth of Elizabetly . But a‘wheel-
weight, though e hay never: ferved n appren-
gmcﬂup 9 a qgaphgma]mm ftay either himfelf

‘make or emplay journeymen tomake coaches;

the trade of. qnmmmmakamms being within the

.{ta.r.ut;:, bccagf; not exercifed in Englandi at the
ime when, it was made, « The manufactures of

Manchefter, Birmingham, and Welverhampton,
are muany oé them, ypon this acceunt, not within
the ftatute; not hayving been ewexfed-m Eng*
. land;h::foqx the. sth of Eizabeth, .

wades, . In Patis, five years is the term required
in a great ngmber bur before any. perfon can be
qualified 1o, wxencife the trade as a ymaftery he
multy i amany of them, Herve five: years more as
A Journeyman. DPuring this Jatter term he is
¢alled che companion-of his mafter, and the term
.:tfelf is called his companionthip. :

i« Iw Scotland ithere isino general law which re-

Jates uniwbrfaiiy' thiesdurdtion of appréntice-

ps. The term is different i different corpo-
mnmm. "Where it s long; & ‘part of it 1may
generally. be redeemed by paying a'fmall fine.
In moft towns 'to0 u very fimall fine is fufficienc
to'purchafe the freedom of any’ corporationt. The
wcaver& of linen und hempen cloth, the principal

i manufaétures

e, thedutation of Mu&m i
d*ﬁqr&m ‘in differens  towns and in differenc

STt b A ELTT R e R (R Tad YT
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B t_)_.iﬂb K manufaures of thescountry, as well as all other
Mgens artificers fubfervient to themy wheelstnakers,reels.
rhakérs, Bec. may exercifeitheir tradesin anyxown
corporate without paying any fine.. . Inall towns
corporate all perfons are free to fell butcher's-
meat upon ‘any lawful “day of ‘the weeki: “Three
years is in Scorland/a common. term of appren-
ticefhipy even in forme very nice trades’s ‘and in
genéral 1 know of “no ‘country’ 4n"Burope in
which' corporation laws-are fo little! dppréﬁiw j
Tz property which every man hag'in his'own
Jabour] 4§ ¢ is the origingl fourdation of 'all
othiet lproperty, fo v iy the moft ficred “and ind
violable, “The patritiony of 4 poor wan lies in
the Tefength and’ desteerity O his Handss ‘and e
hihder him  from “employing ‘this firength ‘ahd
dexterity in 'what tnanner he thinks proper with-
ot ‘infoty to his neéighbotir, is a plain violation
of this moft facred property.” Tt'is a idnifeft
encroachment upon'the jult liberty both of the
workman;, ‘and of thofe 'who might Pe difpofed
1o émploy him." ‘As’ic Hinders' the' ohe from
working at what he thinks ‘proper, fo it ‘hinders
the ' others from employing’ whom' they “think
proper.. To judgewhether he is fit'to be emi-
ployed, may furely be trifted to the'diferetion of
the employers whofe Vintereft ‘it fo much cons

F’- cernsi * The affeGted: anxiety of the law-giver:
l‘#’ left they fhould employ an improper perfon; is.
| evidently as impertinent gs'it is'oppreflive. . 1

/Tuzinftitutionof long apprenticethips can give
nofecurity that infufficient workmanthip thall:not:
frequéntly be .pqu{ed;tg pu blick fale, When this



R Y T"WWT 13 TW““‘E’?‘ B T

oy THE{WEALTH ! OF NATIONS. | (S;L

s doneiz:id generally the effect -of -fraud, and © BA P
not of inability s and the longeft -apprenticefhip  \wysmd
can; give no-fecurity ngaintt fraud. Quite difs

ferent Tegulations: are- neceffary. to, prevent this

abufes .« Thie frarling mark upon, plates, and, the

ftaraps upon: linen and wooilen «cloth, give the
pugchafer much. greaser, fecuricy than any ftatute.

of apprenticefhip.. .He generally looks at thefe,

but never thinks, it worth.while to enquire whe-

ther, the workman lad, {erved a feven years ap-

Pr-gnt.;%q;}iBT!-.:i b e O B G

. Tz inftitusion of Jong, apprenticefhips, has
no tendency 1o form young people. to induftzy.
A journeyman, who works by the piece is likely
‘to.be. induftrious, becaufe he derives, a, benefit
tion ,of  his induftey.. .Aa, ap-
gley and, almotft always

is.foy

otherwife... I the inferior employments,, the

fiveets of Jabour confift altagether in the recome,
pence, of Jabaur, . They who are, foonclt in, 2.
condision, to, enjay. the fveess of i ate, likely,
fooneft to conceive 3 relifly for,ir, and 1o acquire
the early habig of induftry.., A young.man na-,
wrally conceives. an, averfion, to Jabour, when
for a long time. he receives no beaefit from. it
The, boys: who are;put out ‘_‘a_.p'_in;smiccs_ {rom
publick charities are-generally bound for more
than the ufual sumber jof years; and: shey gene-
rally.turn out very idle and-wosthlefS.q 0 oot
" ‘ApprexTicusaips: were  altogether unknown
to the antients. o The reciprocal duries of mafter
and apprentice; make @ confiderable ‘articie in
' § every
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cver-y modérn:code. . The Roman law, is. per«.»'
fe&ly filent with a*ggqrd 10 'them: 1« know. a6
Greek Jor Juatin words (1. might venture; I bes-
lieve, tosaffert that there is none) which ex«
prefles the idea we now annex to the word Aps,
preaﬂgq,aefawmb,boﬁnd to work at aparticular |
trade for the benefic of a maftes; during asrenn
of yﬁars* dpen- condition thtit the maﬂm ﬂmli-'
texch Wim that wade, 0 0 i
“LoNo apprenticefhips are’ aiibg&nher uﬁs‘mmi‘ :
+ fary. | ‘The arts, which are much fupefior to’
common trades; fuch 44 ‘thofe of makrhg clocks
and’ waeches, contain no fuch ’n’;y‘f’eery' as to're-
quire ‘a long’ eourfe ‘of inftrugtion.  The firfk¥
invention of fuch beautiful machines; indeed;
ahd even that of fome of the :hﬂ:uxﬁchtﬂ em-
ployed'in making theminutt, no doubt; have’
been the work of deep thought and Tong"tirrie;
and may jultly be confidered as among the‘hap<’
pieft efforrs of human ingemfity.  But when"
both have been fairly invented and are well un~
derftood, to explain to any young man; in the
compleateft manner; how to apply the inftris
ments and how to conftrudt the machinés, ean=<
not well' require more than the leffons of & few
wecks: perhaps thofe of a fewt days mighe be
fufficient.  In the commen ‘mechanick tradesy
thofe of a few days might certainly be fufficient)
The dexterivy of hand, indeed, even in commony
trades, cannot be acquired without much pra¢-
tice and experiences. But a young man. would:
practife with much more diligence and. attentmm
if from, the beginning be wroughe as 2 joursey~

-

"' man,

A et ety 8 e e P oy it gk s i 5 b i i o =T
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fiar, b&mg»paid imﬁwpmm kot el i o *‘ s
which heeobld: executey ‘and paying in his turn) 'u-v-d!-

forithe materials which' he might fometimes fpoil-
 chrough awkwardnefs and’ inexperience. © His
education would generally in this' way be thore:
effeStualy and always lefs tedious: and'expen{ive; .

The mufker, undwi,mwuw ‘bea lofer. ' He

would lofe all the wages ofithie apprentice, which:
he now favés, for feven ycars:mg%ﬁiieﬁ oIn'the

end, pcrhaps‘, the  apprentice himfelf would be a

lofer. - Inja trade fo ¢afily learnt he would have

more. comgbmars, and his wages, when he came
te be a compleat workman, would be much lefs
than av prefent. - The fame increafe of comperi-
tion would- reduce che profits of the mafters as

well as/the wages of thd workmen. | The tradés,

the  crafisy . the miyiteries, would all b lofers:

But the publick would be a gainer, the work of

all artificers: ammng in thlu way much cheap'er
£ ﬂ‘l&rk\-;»{ b

Iw ds'ro) prevent: tl:us: redn&xcm c)f pricey and
- confequenty of, wages, and: grofity | by refitaining
thatfree competicion. which' would moft certainly
occafion it; that all corporationsy and the greatér

parc of corporation’ laws, huve! been eftablithed.
It order to ereét a ‘corporation, nolother autho-’
rity in antient times was requifite in many parts

of Europe, 'but 'that of the town ‘torporaté in

whichrit was ‘sftablitiects In England; indeed,

a ‘¢harrer from the kin g was likewife neceffary.
But this' prerogative 'of the crown féems to have
been referved ' rathet for extorting money from
the fubje&, tﬁan for the defence of the ‘common’

liberty
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il £ liberty againft fuch oppreflive monopolies, Upon

\ymwu  paying a fineto the king, the charter feems ge-
nerally to have been readily granted ; and when
any particular  clafs of artificers or traders
thought proper. to act as a corporation without a
charter, fuch adulterine guilds, as they were
called, were not always disfranchifed upon that
account, but obliged to fine annually to the king
for permiffion to exercife their ufurped privi-
leges *. The immediate infpection of all cor-
porations, and of the bye-laws which they might
think proper to enact for their own government,
belonged to the town corporate in which they
were eftablifhed ; and whatever difcipline was
exercifed over them, proceeded commonly, nos
from the king, but«from that greater.incorpora-
tion of which thofe fubordinate ones were only
parts or members.

 Tur governiment of towns corporate was alto-
gether in the hands of traders and artificers ; and
it was the manifeft intereft of every particular
clafs of them; to'prevent the market from being
over-ftocked, as they commonly exprefs it, with
their own particular fpecies of induftry; wh{ch
is. in reality to keep it always under-ftocked.
Kach clafs was cager to eftablifh regulations
proper for this purpofe, and, provided it was al-
lowed to do fo, was willing to confent that every
other clafs thould do the fame.  In confequence
of fuch regulations, indeed, each clafs was
gbliged to buy the goods they had occafion for

® See Madox Firma Burgi, py 26, &¢.
2 from
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But in recompence, they were enabled to/{ell
their own juft as much dearer ; fo that fo far it
was as broad as long, as they fay; and in the

dealings of the different claffes within the town
‘with one another, none of them were lofers by
‘thefé regulations, But in their, dealings with

the country they were all great gainers ; and in
thefe latrer dealings confifts the whole trade

which {upports and enriches every towa,

Everv town draws its whole fubliftence, and

_all the materials of its induftry, from the country.
1t pays for thefe chiefly in two ways : firft, by

{ending back to the country a part of thefe ma-
terials wronght up and manufadtured; in which
cafe their price is augmented by the wages of
‘the workimen; and the profits of their maflers or
‘immediate employers : fecondly, by fending to

it.a part both of the rude and manufadtured pro-
duce, either. of other countries, or of diftant

_pargs.of  the fame country, imported into the

town,s  in, which cae t00 the original price of
thofe goods is augmented by the wages of the
carriers or failors, and by the profits of the mer~
chants . who. employ: them.  In what is gained
upon, the firft: of thofe two_branches of com-

_merce, confifts the advaptage ‘whicli the town
_makes, by, its manufattures;. in what i
“upoa the fecond, the advantage of its inland and

what is gained

foreign trade, - /T'he, wages of the workmen, and

the profits of their different employers, make up
the whole of what is gained upon both, What-
VoL, e 0 , ever

_ , : Y
from every other within the town, fomewhat (o o
dearer than they. otherwife ‘might have dong. ey,
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"B 0 o % W i'eé:ﬁla\:féhs, theref’ox‘e “tend %’ui'&%fe thofe

g,_;;",..._) waées and, Stofits E m Whitt 'théy étHerwife
_wcu!d be, T%nd 10 en 151& the 'rown'to ‘pittchafe,
wnth a ﬁnaﬂér quantity of its Ii‘ﬁoﬁf, tﬁb"ﬁrddtfc’e
of 2 greatcr quantity of tHe Iabour of the cii’hritry.
'I'hey gwc the traders and artificers ih the ﬁb\é’h
an advantage over ‘the Tandlords, f’ﬁi‘n?ef‘s, and
Tabourcrs in the counn*y, ‘and break down 'that
‘natural equality whic‘h would ‘otherwife 'rake
‘place in'the commerce Which s’ carried oh be-
tween them.  The whole ‘anrdal g}o&me of the
!abour of the focicty‘ iy ahnually divided between
‘thofe’ two différent fets'of people, ‘By méhns of
thofe regulations 4 ‘greatér Mare of it is given'to
‘the mhabmnts of the town ‘than Would other-
wife "fatl to ‘them; ‘and ‘@ le'fs to thofe of the
“cotntry.
" Tux price which 'thie town realls pay s for 'the
'prowﬁons and materials annuaily imported into
Ot is the quantity ‘of manufaltutes ahd ‘other
“goods ﬂnn\nlly exportéd flomn ‘i, Th’e dearer
_the latter are fold," the' cheapér ‘tHe' forrmr are
'boughr The mdl'.lﬁ!ry of ‘the totn becomes
miore, “and thic of “the cou'ntﬁr Fefs " a.chan-
tageous,

Trat the mduf’cry which is cartied on' in
towns s, every-where in Furupe, morc a.dvan—
tageous than that which is' carried” on'in the
country, without entermg into any 'very nice
_computations, we 'may fatisfy ‘ourfelves by one
very fimple and obvmus obfervation. In eévery
country of Furope we fid, at leall, a huhdred
people who "have acqumd gf‘éat fortunes from

fmall
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fnall béginnings by trade and mantifactures, the ¢ ”xé P

- induftry ‘which properly belongs to towns, for ey

orie who has done fo' by that which properly. be-
longs to the country, the raifing of rude produce
by the improvement ‘and cultivation of land.
Induﬂry, ‘therefore, muft be better rewarded, the

of labour and the profits of ftock muft
evidently be greater in‘the one firuation than in
the other. But ftock and labour naturally feek
the ‘moft advantageous ‘eroployment.  They na-
turally, therefore, refort as much' as thc}' can
to the town, and defert the counry.

Pty inhabitants of a town, being collected
into’ one place, can eafily combine wgether
The moft infignificant crades carried on in towns
have accordmgly, in fome place or other, been
incorporated ; and even where they have never
been ‘idcvrparated yet the corporation fpirit, the
Jc.ﬂoui’y of ftrangers, the averfion to take appren-
tices, of to communicate the fecret of their
trade, generally prevail in them, and often teach
‘them, by voluntary affociations and agreements,
to prevent that free competition which they can-
nat prchlbzt by bye-laws. T'he trades which
cmploy but a {fmall number of hands, run moft
eafily into fuch combinations. Half a dozen
wool-combers, perhaps, are ncCeﬂ”ary to keep a
thoufanid fpinners and weavers at work. By
combining not to take apprentices they can not
only engrofs  the employment, but reduce the
whole'manufaure into afort of flavery to them-
felves, and raife the price of 'their labour much
abovc what s dué to the nature of their work.

02 Tus
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¥ °1° K . 'Twue inhabitants of the country, difperfed in
g diftant places, cannot eafily combine together.
They have not only never been incorporated,
but the corporation fpirit never has preyailed
among them.  No apprenticethip has ever been
thought neceffary to qualify for; hufbandry, the
great trade of the country,  After what are called
the fine arts, and the liberal pwfcﬁ"mns, how-
ever, there is perhaps no trade which reqmres fo
great 2 variety of knowledge and experience.
The innumerable volumes which have been writ-
ten upon ic in all languages, may fmsfy us, that
among the wifelt and moft learned nations, it
has never been. rcgardcd as a matter very caﬁly
undcrﬁood And from all thofe volumes we
fhall in vain attempt to collect that knowledge
of its various and complicated operatigns, which
is. commonly poffefled even by the common
farmer ; how contemptuoufly {oever. the very
contemptible auchors of fome of them may fome-
times. affect to fpeak of him. There is fcarce
any, common. mechanick trade, on the contrary,
of which all the operations may not be as com-
pleatly and diftinétly explained ina pamphlet of
a very few pages, as it is poflible for words il-
luftrated by figures to explain them. . In the
hiitory of the arts, now publifhing by the French
academy of fciences, feveral of: them are ac-
tually, explained in this manner. . "The! direc~
tion of - operations, - befides, WhiCh ‘muft, be
varied with every change of the weather, as well
as, with many other accidents, requires much
more judgment and  difcretion, than that of
thofe




