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{'Nor only the art ‘of “the faroter; the :_'ge_ne’i':i_i-
dire€tion of the ‘operations of hufbindry, but
many inferior branches of country labout’ require
miich more fkill ahd experience than 'the preater
part of mechanick trades.” The tian who works
upon brafs and irott, works with inftraments and
upoi materdals of which the temper 1S always the
famié, 6r ¥éry nearly the fime. - Bur the min who
plonghs’ the ground with'a teum of hotfes or oxen,
works with inftruinents ‘of which “the“health,
firength, and temiper are very different upon dif-
ferent oceafions.: The' condition of the materials
which Ke'works upon'too is ‘as variable as that of
 the inftruments which he worlks with, and both
require t6 be managed ‘with much judgment and

difcretion.  The common  ploughrrian, ‘though'
getierally regirded’ as ‘the pattern. of ftupidicy
and ignorance; is feldom defective in' this judg-
menc anddifcretion, | e s lefs' dccuftomed,
indeed, to focial intercourfe than the mechanick
who lives iin a towh. « 'His voice 'and Janguage
are ‘more uncouth  and ‘more difficult to be un-
derflood by thofe who are not ufed to them, His
wnderftanding, however, being - accuftomed to
confider ‘a greater variety of ohjedts; is generally
much fuperior to that of the other; whefe whole
attention from morning il night s commonly
occupled in performing one or two, very fimple
operations. - How much the lower ranks of people
in the country are really fuperior to thofe of the"
town; is well known to every man whom either
QY bufinefy
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Sr'r'-’ with both, ' In China and Indoftan am;m;d(pg}g

both the rank and the wages, of country Jabonrers
are faid to be fupérmr o/thofe ‘of  the grearer
- partof artificers and mmufq&urers They would
proba.ply be fo. every where, if corporation laws
and thie corporasion {pirit. did nat prevent it
TH'& fuperiority which ‘the indultry of. ithe
towns has ‘every where in ' Europe over: that of
the country, is not alzoge:hgr owing to, corpora~
tions and corporation IawsLe It isi{upported by
many ather. regulations. high duties upon
foreign 1 manufadtures and upon ﬂlmﬂm-
ported. by alien merchants, Jall end tolthe farae
purpof:. { Corporgnon lawt | (:habie the inhgbis
tants of towns to raife rhc;rlpnces, without feap-
ing to be under-fold by the free competition of
their own countrymen. Thole'other regulations
fecure them cqualljr againfi that of forcxgmﬂ.
The enhancement of price accafionied by both is
every where finally paig by the landiordsy fa;m‘.
ers, and labourers of the' countryy wiohhave
feldom oppoled the eftabliliment of {dch/ mono-
po}res' They have commonly neither Linclina.
tion nor feSs o enter into combinationss and.
the clamout and fophiftry of merchants atithoha-
nufacturers eafily perfuade them that the private
intevelt of a part, andof @ fubordinate part of
the fotiety, is the general interelt ‘of the whole:)
In Great Britaio the fupériorisy of the indufiry
of the towns over. that of chie caunty, feems 1o
have Been greater: formerly than it the prefént
times, The wages of country labour’ approach:
nearer
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of ading and manufaluring ock, than they

ate faid to have done ;m.nﬂie&lgﬂ; s
the bﬁgi-ﬂﬂing,Plf‘_-_l_ehgr.p;e.fgm‘, 1 -'Tbis'phapgg,n}g)g
be ,ﬁﬁwq'ﬂd~g§§;q neceflary, “tﬁwﬁh very late
confequence of the extraordinary epcouragement
given to the indufivy, of . the toys. | Tig flock
accumulated in them comes in, tme, 19, be. f%
%ﬁ&?":’ﬁh@ﬁ‘ !.E'-'-cﬁr}--"%"-fl?@&cf:;h% erip }i ‘E":h
the antens, profit in, thag &mﬂﬁ‘h. . ind M
which is. peculiar. to them. . That :‘I-W-Wf Pﬁé
flocly, by dncrealing the compesition, ccolls
rily reduges the profit. - The Jowering of proks
i e A A w&w

: f|'§j‘.-_’a.-. :
Spread, el it § may foy 0 oves che, face
the Jand, and by being, employed in agriculture

of which, .in.a grear meature, it, bad originglly

L

been. accumulated, i the  town.., “That eyery

the coyntry have been owing go fuch oyerflow:
ings Qith&pﬁwkongmaﬂy acc umuhteé mﬁ‘#‘
toyms, 1 fhall endeavour to fhow herealter; apd
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at, the fame time to demonftraic,  that though
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fome countrics have by ¢his courfe attained (0 a

-.“'fé “degree of opulence, it s in itfelf

| / flow, uncertain, lable to bE difturbed
kupicd by innuerable scéidents, and.
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and of ireafon.. The interefts, prejudices; laws
and' cultoms which have given occafion'to' ity I
ﬂ:aﬂ-_end&aﬁmur. to explain as fully and diftinétly
as 1 can in ghet.!urcf and fourth books of this
- Prosrz of the fame trade feldom meet toge-
ther, cyen for merriment 'and diverfion, but the
converfation ends in a confpiracy againft' the
fubiick; or in fome contrivance to raife prices,

E ¢ is impoflible indeed to prevent fuch meetings,
' by a0y law which either could be executed, or

would be confiftent with liberty and jultice.  Bue
though the law cannot hindqr.-pcopsle:bf ‘the fame

-trade from fometimes affembling together, ic

ought to.do nothing to facilitate fuch affemblies;
much fefs to render themy neceflary. - il
A REGULATION which obliges all thofe of the
the fame trade in a particular town to enter theiy
names and places of ‘abode in 4 publick regifter,
facilitates fuch affemblies. ‘1t connefs indivi-
duals who. might never’ otherwife. be known to
one another, and gives every man'of the trade 5
direftion where t6 find every other aan of ic,
AlReGuLATON Which enables'thofe of the fime

trade to tax themfelves in order to provide for
their poar, their fick, their widows and orphians,
i 11 ' : Add Jo P AL TN, § 2
by giving them 2 comion intereft 'tg manage,

renders fuch afferiblies receffary, |
AN-incorporation not only renders them ne-

ellary, but makes the adt of the ‘majority bind.

ing upon the whole. I 'a free trade an effe@tual
combination’ cannot be cftablifhed but by the
unanimous confent of every fingle trader, and e

: cannog
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cannat lat longer than every fingle trader con- €t ',

tinues lof the ‘fame misd. ' The majoricy of'a
corporation’ can  enadt a byellaw with proper
penalties, which will limic the ‘corapetition more’
effectually and ‘more durably than any ‘voluntary
combination whatever. | v/l G T D
| T’ pretence: that corporations are’ Aeceff: ary
for the better goveriitient of the frade; is with-
out any/founddtion. " The real and effedbual dif-
cipline ‘whiclt’ is' excrcifed over ‘a'workman, s
not that of his' corporation, "' but' that ‘of ‘his
cuftomers. | It is 'the fear of lofing their employ-
ment which' reftrains his frauds and correéts his
mb%fli-'génc&; - JAnlexclufive corpordtion necef
farily weakens: the force of this difcipline. A
particular fer/iof ‘workimen ‘muft “then"be em-
ployed,idee them behave welliorill, B¢ is upon
thiy “aceount that /in many | arge’ incorporated
ww'ﬂ?";nﬁ‘; ‘Giﬁ‘ﬂble\'mfkmﬁﬂ ‘are to' be fdund,
even in fome 'of the moft necefary trades, I
yowwould; have your work: tolerably executed,
Jitmuft be done in the fuburbs, ‘where ‘the ‘work-
men having no exclufive privilege; Have’ nothing
but their charaéter to depend’ upop, “and you
muft then fmuggle it into the town  as well as
U T o N WA e At
It is in this manner that the policy of Europe,
by reftraining the competition in fome employ-
_ments toa fmaller number than would otherwife
be difpofed to enter into them, occafions a very
Imporeant incquality in the whole of the advan-
tages and difadyantages of the different employ-

_ments of labour and Rock,

o] e |
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THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF
1. Siconny,  The. policy of , Europe, by jns

gl qrcaﬁns the competition in fome employments

beyond what ix narurally would. be, occafions
anothes inequality of an oppofite kind in. the
whole of the advantages and difadvantages of th»e-
different employments of labour and flock. ..,
Jr has been confidered as of o much i lmpqrt-
ancé  that.a proper: number of young: people
ﬂmlrl e educated, for: certain ;prg{e[ﬁnns, thaty
fﬁmmmw the publick, and fometimes ghe piety
of private: fmmders have, eftablifhed many penn
fions, fcholarfhips, eshibitions, - burfaries,  &g.
for this purpofe, which draw many more: people
into thofe trades than could atherwife pretend o
follow  them., In all chriftian countries, I be<
hcw;:,;r.hc 5d,urmo,u of the greater part of church-
men. is paid for.in, thss anner. V;;y few p.t
them  are cducated alcogether at, their owm ex:
pence. The long,. tedious and expenfive eduga-
tion, therefore; of thofe who are, will not always
progure them a fuitable rcmrg,, the church being
crowded with. people who, .in @rc}g,{ 10 get em-
ployment, are willing to accept of a much fmaller
recompence 'than avhat fuch an, gducg:mn would
otherwife have. Cn;xtl(.d them t0; and in ithis
the reward of the. rich. Ir. )ggp,\d bc mdcqanr.,
nodoubt, to Comparc either 2 curate or a chaplain
with a journeyman in any common itrade, - The
pay.of a curate or chaplain, howevery may very
properly be confidered as of the fame nature
with the wages of a journeyman, , They are, all
three, paid for their work according to the con-
t tradk
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refpetive. fuperions. | Tilk after, he;middle of
the, fourteenth centuryy five merks, wanuaining
about mmeh&lvﬂ -as-ten pounds-of our ptes
font money, was in England the wfaal pay of
eurate Of &xwudwmuﬂiﬂt priglt; as we dind Lip
regutatedby the deerees of ! feverak: rhﬁmm nas
tionabopineils, :Awthe fame: pegiad four ~pemce
3.€ay;deontaining the Jame ;qnaw:w} of filver as
a fhilling of our, pxefﬂnsmom;z, was declared: o
bes the pay of & malker mafon, mdfphmtapm

aday, equal to.ninespence of our prefent money;
that of a journeymanimafon ¥, The wages of both
theft labourers, therefore, ‘rfuppormg them to
have' been :ﬁan[tamlmmxplapn‘, were fuch fir-
perior to thofe of the curate. mmgw af t!w

hmﬁuﬂy eﬂfuﬂtﬁ‘vﬁmﬁu ABy‘-iiimﬁthva!’ (Ltiuﬂﬁ
Anhej evid, s dectaredy <R Rereas for
¢ svant of (bficient maidreranée and  eneourages
ek 16 ¢urates; the ‘eurdy’ ’ha"fc “in’ feveral
o places been meunly fupplied’ she bithop 15,
s therefore; ‘empowered| toi appoint by writing

seruhder his Hand:'and ekl 4 fuleient eertall
« fiptad ‘of allowandeé, noe ext‘e&img‘ fifey and
e ot lefs than twenty potnds a year."” ‘Forty
pounds’ @ yearis reckoned’ de prefent’ ‘very
good pay foriia levrare; Vand Houwithtanding

this adt’ of parliament; “there are thany “curas’

¢i¢s under: !twmty“ paunds a year. 'lhere a:ré'
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5.0 2 K Journeymen fhoe-makers in London who' ear
‘--'v'-' forty pounds a year, and there is fcarce an in

duftrious workman of -any kind in' that metro-
polis who does not earn more than twenty. This
laft fum indeed does not. exceed what is fre~
quently earned by common labourers in many
country parithes; . ‘Whenever the law has at-
tempted to regulate the wages of workinen, it
has alweys been rather to lower them than to
raife them. But the law has upon many ocea~
fions jattempted to raife the wages of curates,
and for the dignity of the churchy to oblige the
reftors of parifhes to give them more,than the
wretched maintenance which they themfelves:
might be willing to, accept of.  And in' both
cafes the law feems to have been equally ineffeca:
tual, and has never either been able to raife ‘the.
wages of curates or to fink thofe of labourers to the
degree that was intended; becaufe it has never!
heen able to hinder cicther the ope from. being.
willing to accept of lefs than the legal a_}}pwance,
on account of the indigence of their [ituation:
and the multitude of their competitars ; or ithe
other from receiving more, on accoupt of the
contrary competition of thofe who expedted to’
derive cither profit or pleafure from empleymg
them,

THe great benefices and othgr ecoleﬁaﬁ:ca}
dignities fupport the honour of the ch_ugc._h, Not=
withftanding the mean circumftances of fome of'
ut$ inferior members. The refpect paid to the.
profcﬂion too makes fome compenfatmn ¢ven to
them for thc meannefs of their pccumary recoms-

pence,
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pence. In anland and i all ‘Roman' Ca= € 3*4 i

-tholick countries, the lottery of the church is in (e
reality much more- advantageous than is necef-

fary. The example of the churches of Scotland, of

Geneva, and of feveral other proteftant churches,

may fatisfy us that in fo creditable a profeffion,

in which education is fo eafily procured, the

hopes of much more moderate benefices will

draw a fufficient number of learned, decen:, and
rcfpe&able men into holy orders.

Ix profeflions in which there are no benefices,
fuch as law and phyﬁck, if an equal proportion
of people were educated at the publick expence,
the competition would foon be fo great, as to
fink very much their pecuniary reward, It
might then not be worth any man’s while to
educate his fon to ezrher of thofe profeflions at
his own expence. ' They would be entirely
abandoned to fuch as had been educated by
thofe publick charities, whofeé numbers and ne-
ceffities would oblige. them in general to content
themfelves with a very miferable recompence, to
the entire ‘degradation of the now refpeable
profeffions of law and phylick, -

THaT unprofperous race of men commonly
called men of letters, are pretty much in the fitu-
ation which lawyers and phyficians  probably
would be in upon the foregoing, fuppofition, I
every parc of Europe the greater part, of them
have ‘been educared for the church, but have
been hindered by differenc reafons from entering
into hol} orders. - They have generally, there-
fore, been educared at the publ:ck expence, and

their
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. Burows ‘e invention: éfﬂ:he art fdﬁﬁpﬁm’ihg
mw ‘atglogimenc by which & man of letters
wumi’mdze ahy *mrng Iyl ‘tulonts, was dhit'of
A publiok or private veachiery O by ‘corromiicat-
g to wikier peoplerthe curious and wfeful keow-
h:kg.c' soltich he had dequived himfelf: And' this
is fill furely a more’ ‘horourable, a more utetul,
and i, general even a imore profitdble employ-
gaens than that otherof weiting for a boakfeller,
o which the art of mmrng:sﬂas given, occafion.
The time and ftudyy the genjus,: km}m@n, and
application | requifite ‘ito qualify an eminent
teacher of ‘thedciences, are at leatt equal to what
is neciliry for the \greateft praétitionersin law
atid phyfick, | But the ufual reward of the emi-
nent teachier bears ho iproportion to that of ‘the
lawgier or phyficians "becaufe ithe trade of ‘the
one is erowded with indigent people who have

been brought' up o it at the publick expence .

whereas thofe of the other tworare incumbered
with very few who ‘have not been educated at
their own. The vfual recompence, howeyer, of
publick: and ‘private teachers, fmall as 3t mwy
appear; would undoubtedly be lefs than iciis, if
the competicion of thofe yet more md:gént men
of letcers who write for bread was not taken' cut
of the market, “Befdre the ‘invention of the art
-of printing, 4 fcholer and a beggar {cem to have
‘been termis very neardy dynonimous,  The dif-
{crent governars  of ‘the s verfities before that

' _time
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Hime appear ‘to ‘have dftt'.n gnmted lwences to
fhei&-fchbhrsmbég KHm b s s
In anticht times, ‘Béfdfé“&n? chmnes of ﬂus
kifid 'had beeh éftablifbied: for  the ‘education of
indigent people to the learned profeflions, the
‘tewards of emirient teacliers appeéar to have been
‘much more confiderable. - Il__'ocmtes, in what is
‘called his difdourfe againft the fophifts, re-
aches the teachers of¢his own times with in-
‘cotififfency. ¢ They make ‘the moft magnifi-
‘cent ‘promifes'to their ftholars, fays he, and un-
‘dereake to teach thém'to be wife, to be happy,
‘and ‘to be juft, and’in return for fo importanta
fervice they Ripulate the paultry reward of four
vor ‘five min®. They who teach wifdom, con-
tinues he, ought certdinly to be-wife themfelves ;
e any ‘man Was 'to fell fach' a bargain for
fuch'a price; e would be convifted of the moft
‘evident folly. # He éereainly does mot mean
‘here 'to ' exaggerafe ‘the reward, and we may be
~affured “thiat ‘i was not lefs than he reprefents it.
‘Four minae were ‘equal to thirteen ;pounds fix
-fiiillings and ‘¢ight'pence : five minw to fixteen
spounds thirreen fhillings and four pence. Some-
‘thing ot lefs than the largci‘: ‘of thofe two fums,
therefore, muft-at that time have been ufually
‘paid ¢o  the moft ‘eminent teachers ‘at Athenh
Ifdcratu ‘Himfelf demanded 'ten min; or thirty-
 pounds’ fix (hillings and eighv pence, from
fcholar, - ‘Whenhe taught at Athens, . he is
faid to have !md fan hundrcd dchalars, -1wandet-
ftand ‘this to be the number whom he tanght at
on¢ time, ‘or who attended what we would call
one

!E’n.'.ﬁ. |
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THE NATURE' AND CAUSES OF

o aela one courfe of dectures, ‘a numlbser which will not
ey appear exttaordinary from forgreatia city to fo

famous a teachen, who, t'angh'l; too what was at

‘that ' time the moft fathionable of all fciences,
rheétoricks - He muft) have inade, therefore; by
each’ courfe of le&ures; a thoufand ming, or

3,33«34-’.'-_6;. 84 1A thoufand « ming a.ccoyd-

ingly,'is faid -by Plutarch in another placey to
have been his Didaétron, or ufualprice of teach~
ng.  Many other eminent teachers. in thofe
times appearto have acquired  great. fortunes.
Gorgias made @ prefent to the temple of Delphi
‘of his own ftatuesin folid gold.  Wemult not, I
‘prefume, fuppofeithar it was as large as the life.
.His way ‘of living, as well as that. of Hippias
-and Protagoras, two other emiment; teachers of

thofe times, is reprefenced by Plato as _f;ﬁléudid
even to ‘oftentation.  Plato himfelf  is faid to

have lived with/n good deal of imagnificence.

Ariftotle; after having been twutor ito Alexander
and ‘moft munificently rewarded; a8 it is univer-
fally agreed, both by him and his father Philip,
thought it worth while; norwithftanding,  to re-
turn to Athens, in order to refume the teaching

.of his. {chool. Teachérs of ithe, fciences, were

probably in thofe times lefs common than they
came to be in an age or two afterwards; when
the competition had probably fomeswhat reduced
both. the price of their labour and the admiration

- for their: perfons.,  The imoft eminent of them,
however, appear always to have ‘enjoyed a degree

of t:o-_nﬁnicratibntmuth';fupﬁ:rior 10 any, of the #ikc
profeflion in the prefeat times, - The Athenians
fens
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. feht Carneades the academick, and Diogenes the © RAR
froick, upon a folen ‘embafly to ‘Rome; and o

though' their city had then declined from its
former grandeur, it was fHll ‘an independent and
- confiderable: republick. - Carneades too was a
Babylonian by birth, and as there never was a
‘people more jealous of admitting foreigriers to
publick offices: than the Athenians, their con-
fideration for him muft have been very great.

Tris ‘inequality is upon the whole, perhaps,
rather ‘advantageous than hurtful to the publick.
It may fomewhat degrade the profeffion of 2
publick teacher; but the cheapnefs of lirerary
education is furely an advantage which greatly
over-balances this trifling inconveniency, The
publick too might derive fill greater benefit
fromit, if the conftitution of thofe {fchools and
colleges, in'which education is carried on, was
more reafonable than it is at prefent through the
greater part of Europe. /

TrmpLy, The policy of Europe, by obftrut-
ing the free circulation of labour and ftock both
from employment to employment; and from
pluce to place, occafions in fome cafes a very in-
convenient inequality inf the whole of the advan-
tages and difadvantages of their different e
ployments. = ) it :

“Tue ftatute of apprenticethip obitructs ;the
free circulation of labour from one employment
to another, éven in the fame place.  The exclu-
five privileges of corporations: obftruét it from,

6ne place 1o dnother, even in the fame employe

ROl L
“You I, P Ir
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POk In frequenty, hgypens that while high wages
et AIC givED O the workmen in one manufaéture,
il Y another are obliged to content them-
felves mtb bare fubfiftence, “The one is in an
ad\rancmg ﬁate, and Thas, ther:forc, a continual
demand for new hands: The other is in a de-
clmmg ftate, and the fuper- abundancc of hands
1s continvally increafing. Thofe two manufac-
tures may fometimes be in the fame town,.and
fometimes in the fame. nelghbourhood with-
‘out being able to lend the leaft affiftance to one
another. Thc ftatute of apprenticefhip may
oppofe it in’the one cafe, and both that and an
exclufive corporation in_ the othcr In many
dlf}ercnt manufactires, however, the operations
are fo much alike, that the workmen could eafily
change trades with one another, if thofe abfurd
laws did not hinder them. The arts of weaying
plain linen and plain filk, for example, are al-
moft entirely the fame. That of weaving plain
woollen is fomewhat different ; but the differ-
ence is fo infignificant, that either a linen or a
filk weaver might become a tolerable workman
in a very few days,  If any of thofe three capital
manufactures, ' theréfore, were dccaymg, the
workmen might find 'a refource in one of the
other two which was in a more profperous con-
dition; and their wages would neither rife too
high in the thnvmg, nor fink too low in the de-
caying manufadture, The linen manufafture
indeed is, in Ergland, by a pamcular ftature,
epen to every body ;s but as it is not much cul-
tivated through the greater part of the country,

4 i




it can ‘afford no general Fefource 6 the workmen ¢ ﬁxﬁ P.
“of other decaying mantfaltures, Who, Wherever \mmmd
the ftatute bﬁapprcntlcefhlp takes place, have no

other choice but either to come tipon the parifh,

or to work as common labouters, for which, by

their habits, they are much worfe qualified than

for any fort of manufatture that bears any re-
femblance to their own. They generally, therc~

fore, chufe to come upon the parith. |

WHATE\‘,'EIR obftruéts the free circulation of
labour from one employment ro another, ob-
ftructs that of ftock likewife; the quantity of
ftock which can be employed in any branch of
bufinefs depending very much upon. that of the
labour which can be emPoncd in it. Corpora-
tion laws, however, give lefs obftruction to the
free c:rcn}ag.-ron of fock from one p?acc to an-
other than to that of Tabam- It is every~whers
much eafier for a wealthy men’ﬁant to obtain the
privilege of trading in a town corporate; than
for a poor artificer to obtain that of workmg
in it.

Tz obftruétion which corporation laws gm.
to the free c1rculanon of labour is common, 1
believe, to cvery part of Europe. - That which
is given to it by the poor ldws is, fo faras I
know, peculiar to England. It confifts in the
difficulty which a poor man finds in obtaining a
fe’tdernen'{s or gven in bemg allowed to c‘xercu’e
belongs. tzs the 13botF of aftificers and ma-
nufacturers only of which the free cireylation is
obﬂ:ruétcd by corporation laws, Thé dzﬁculty}

ra o
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8.0,0.% of obtaining fettlements obftruéts even that of
e common labour. It may be worth while to give
fome account of the rife, progrefs, and prefent
ftate of this diforder, the greatelt perhaps of any
in -th_c poli_cc OfEnghﬂd' B sl v S oy s
Wuen by the deftrution of monafteries the
poor had been deprived of the charity of thofe
religious houfes, after fome other ineffectual at-
tempts for their relief, it was enafted by the 43d
of Elizabeth, c. 2. that every parifh fhould be
bound to provide for its own poor; and that
overfeers of the poor fhould be annually “ap-,
pointed, who, with the churchwardens, fhould
raife by a parifh rate, competent fums for this
purpofe. TR B v A R R
By this Ratute the necefiity of providing for
their own poor was iddifpenfably impoled upon
every parifh, - Who wert t0 be confidered as the
poor of each parifby became, therefore; a quef-
tion of fome imgortance. - This queftion, after
fome variatsofi, Wwas at laft determined by.the:
13th and 14th of Charles 11. when it was en«
afed, that, forty ‘days undifturbed ! refidence
Ahould gain any perfon a fettlement in 2ny pa-
rifh; but that within that time it/ thould be,
’ lawful for two juftices of the peace, upon coms:
yd plaint made by the churchwardens. or overfeers.
of the poor, to remove any new. inhabitant ‘to
the parith where he was laft legally fetcled ; uns
lefs he either rented a tenement of ten pounds.a
year, or could give fuch fecurity for the difs.
charge of the parifh 'where he was then living, as
thofe juftices thould judge fufficient, .

SOME
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“Some 'fr:}uds_; it is faid, were committed in °"H'x'?'?é"
fonﬁ!quchct'of fhis ﬁm‘f‘ pari!h’ofﬁcers {OMe~  \uin st

titnes bribing thelr own poor to go clandeftinely
to ‘another parifh, and by keeping themfelves
concealed for forty days to/'gain a fettlement
there, to ‘the difchargeyof thar to which they
properly belonged. It ‘was enalted, therefore,
by the 1t of James 1l that 'the forty days undif-
turbed refidence of any perfon neceffary to gain
a fettlement, fhould be accounted only from the
time of his delivering netice in writing, of the
place of his abode and the number of his family,
to one of the churchwardens or overfeers of the
parith where he came to dwell..

 Bur parifh officers, it feems, were not always
more honeft with regard o their own, than they
had been with regard ‘to other parifhes, and
fornetimes connived at fuch intrufions, receiving
the notice, and taking no propes fteps in confe-
quence of it As every perfon in a parifh,
therefore, was fuppofed to have an intereft to
ent as' much as/ pofiible their being bur-
dened by fuch intruders, iv was further enacted
by the 3d of William IIL that the forty days
refidence fhould be accounted only from the
publication rof fuch notice in writing on Sunday

in the church, immediately after divine fervice.
_s¢ Aprsn all,fays Dottor Burn, this kind of
« fertlement, by continving forty days after
«« publication of notice in’ writing, is very fel-
« dom obtained ; and the 'defign of the (acts is
¢¢ not fo much for gaining of fetclements, as for
¢ the avoiding of them, by perfons coming inta
¥ « a parifhi
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iR 0 Ho< a parifh, clandeltinely s for the giving of no-
i, i is, 0, pwtma  force upon, the paith to

“ reraove.  But if & perfon’s fituation, iy fuch,
«c that 16 15 dpub;ful\whcth:r hq ;ﬁ?a&unlly re-.
¢, mayeable or.not, he fhall by giving of noticg.
“ compel,the parifh cither to.allow him a fectle-
¢ ment wncantelted, by Huffering . him,; ta con-.
¢ tinue forty days; or, Il;y ;zmomqg hxm,ﬁ . try
Sichecights!l oy o pril g
Trirs Ratute, l:her&rc, mdcmdur. dmuﬂ: Ames
practicable for a poor man 1o gain:a new fectle-
ment in the old wayy by forty: days inhabitancy,
But: that it might not:appearito preclude;altoge-
ther the commaon peaple of: ane parifhifrom, ever
cftablifhing themfelves with fecurity in. another,
it appointed: four, other ways by which a fectle«
ment mightbe  gained without any: notice; de-
livered: or publithed. | The firft 'was, by, being
taxed- tosparifh rates and - paying themy; the fe-
cond, . by, being: eletted  into an .annual parifh
office anql ferving i it ja year; the third, by
ferying . an apprenticefhip, i, the. parith 5 the
fourth, by bring hired into fervice. there for a
year, and continuing in the fame {Lrwcc dunng -
the whole of it. ey

Nosopy can gain'a fetelement by em‘hcr of the
two firlt ways, but by the publick deed of the
whole parifh, who are too well'aware of the con-
fequences' to adopt ‘any new-comér who has no-
thmg ‘but ' his Tabour to fupport him, ¢ither by -
mxmg him'to ' parifh rates, or by ele&mg him
into a parifh office. '

No
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" No married man catt well gain any fettlcment € HA r.
in either of the two Taft ways. Ad apprentice is iy
fc’arcécv&r’rriaﬂiéd and it is’ “exprefsly enadted,
that 1o married’ fémﬁt ﬂxﬁlf g4in any’ lgctﬂcmcnt
by beifig hiréd for 4 year, ' The principal effect
of m’cmduclhg fettlement by fervice, has been to
put out in & great meafure the old' fafhion of
hiring' for ‘a ‘year,  which befet'c’had ‘béen fo
cuftomary in England, that even at this day, if
no’ particular term is ‘agreed upon, the law in-
tends that every fervant is hired for a' ‘year. But
mafters are not always willing to give their fer-
vants 4 fettlement by hiring them in' this man-~
nery and fervants are not always willisg to be fo
thired; becaufe as every laft fectlement difcharges
all' the f‘ﬂmdg, they might' thereby lofe thcll"
original fertlement in the places of their' nammy,'
the habitation of their parents and'relations.

Noindependent workman, it'is eévident, whe-"
ther labourer or artificer, is likely to gain any
new fecclement either by apprenticethip or by
fervice.  'When fuch a perfon,; therefore, carried
his induftry to a new parifh; he was liable to be
removed, how healthy and induftrious foever, at
the caprice of any churchwarden or overfeer,
unlefs he eicher rented a tenement of ten pounds
a year, a thing impoflible for one who has no-
thing but his labour to live by; or could give’
fuch fecuriey for the difcharge of the parifh as
two juftices of the peace fhould y..dgc fufficient,
What fecurity they fhall require, indeed, is left’
altogether to their difcretion; but they cannot

well require’ lefs than thirty pounds, it having
P4 been

.
LR ST SN
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been enatted, that the purchafe_even of a free-
hold eftate of .'Jcl”.s thaa thirty, ands, vqluc,
fhall no, ga.qx any perfonoa fe fr:eaq:, as not.
being fufficient for, the- dlfoharac of the parifh,
But this is a fecumy w)uch {ca;:cf..; ‘any man who.
lives by labour can gives Q{,ld much grs:a'.er

fccu;xty is frcqucn:ly dcinandad, ol Yo et
. In order to ;c{to;e iny fome;mﬁafurc that frcc
cxrculauqn of 1abm,:r which . thnfc different [t.a-
tutes hail almoft enirely taken away, theinve ngion.
of certificates was fallen upon.., By the 8th and
gth of ) x],ham}l,l it was. enacted, that 1f any,
perton . ﬁmuld bring a certificate frqrx; the parifh
where he was laft. legally. &t;lgd,,,(uhfmbcd by
the churchwardcns and overfee;s of the. ppor,
and, allowed by two: cjultices of,the. peace, that
every othes ]parlﬂ': fhould be, obliged to receive.
him; that he fhould not. be remoyeable rncrely
upon accoeunt of: hig bemg hkcly to  become
chargeable, but,only,upon his becoming: actually
Lharga.ab:c, and . that .then ;the parlfh which
granted the, Ctrtlflca.j:ﬂ fhould be obliged ta pay.
the expence both of his maintenance and of his
removal, . And in arder to give the moft pf;rfc&
fecurity to the parith where fuch certific ated man.
fhould come to refide, it was, iurthcxlsna&pd by
the fame ftatute, thar he fhould | gain no ferde-
ment there by any means whatever, except either
by renting a tenenent of ten popnds. 3, year, or
by fexving upon his own’ accoust is an annual
parifh. office., for, ong whele year ; ;and  confes
quently neigher by notice; nor by. fcwict, nor by
appremceﬁup, nor by paying parifh rates. . By
Tii-ehe
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the 12th of Qgeen Anne:tooy- fharsx,iednBuiie © APy
was further cenacted, . that' neither the fervants: v.-w

nor apprentices of fuch! certificated man fhould

gain any fetdement mftha panih whme hv.-. r;ﬁded

under fuch certificate.

. How . far ‘this invention hias reﬁ:ored that Tr‘ce-

circulation of labourwhich' the preceding ftatates
had almoft entirely taken away, ‘we' miay learn
from the following very judicious ebfervation'of
Dottor Burn.' '*¢ It is obvious, ' fays he; that

¢ there are divers good reafons for' ret{uinng'

« certMicates with perfons coming to fettle in
¢ any place; namely; that perfons refiding uns

‘¢ der: them 'can’ gain no fettlement, ‘néither by

« apprenticethip, nor by fervice, nor by giving

¢ notice, ‘nor by paying parifh rates; that they

“ can fettle neither! apprentices niot {fervants ;
< that ‘if ‘they become: chargeable, it is cer-

« tainly known whither to remove’ them, and.

«¢ the 'parifh  fhall | be 'paid’ for' the removal,
¢t and for 'their maintenance in the mean time
¢ and that if they fall fick; and cannot be're-
s, moved, the parifh which gave the certificate
< muft maintain them ; ‘none of all which ein
<« be without o certificate,, Which reafons will
¢ hold proportionably for parithes not granting
< certificatts in ordinary ¢afes; for it is far

<€ more then an‘equal ‘chance; but that they will:

© ¢ have the eeniﬁcated perfons agding and in a
< worfe condition.”” - The moral of this obferva-
tion feems to be, that certificates ought always
to be required by the parifh where any poor man
comes torefide; and that they ought very feldom

3 to
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FOOK. tobe granted by that which he propofes toleave,’
sz ¢ There is-fomewhat of ‘hard(hip”in this matter’
e of cerrificates,” fays' the fame very intelligene
author ‘in his: Fliftory of the Poor Laws, ¢ by
« putting it in the' power of /& parith officer, to'
¢ imprifor a man as it were for life; however
¢ incanivenient it may be for him to continve at
¢ that place where he has had the misfottune to
« nequire what ‘is. called a fectlement, or what .
¢ ever advantage he may propofe to himfelf by
s, Niving:elfewrhemes oy v ¢ i onl g *
Troubw a certificate carries along withtit no
teftironial of good behaviour; and certifies no-
thing but that the perfon: belongs to ‘the parifi
towhich hei really does belong, it is altogether
difeietionary in the parith officers either to grant
or 1o refufeit. A mandamus was once -moved
fory fays Doéor Burn, to-compel the church-
wardens and overfeers to'fign a certificate; but
the courtof King's Bench rejedted the motion as
arveryfirange attempt oM En ol S
T ug very unequal price of labour which we
frequently find i/ England in places-at no great
diftance from one another; is probably owing to-
the obftruétion which the law of fetelerents gives
to.a poor. man who' would carryhis induftry from
one parith to another without/ a certificate, © A
finglermen, indeed, who is healthy and induftri-
ousy thay fometimes refide by fufferance without
ones; but @ man with ‘o' wife and family who'
fhovldiattempt to'do fo; would in” moft parifhes
be'fine of being removed, and if the fingle man
fhould: afterwards riarry;’ he would generally be
150 removed

¥



removed likewife,  The fcarcity of hands in one
pa:;jiﬂ;,_.ﬁ_:hquggc,,__ cannot always be relieved by
their, fuper-abundance in another, as it is cons
ftancly in Scotland, and, I believe, in all otlier
countries where there s no difficulty of fettle-
ment.  In . fuch countries, though wages may

é' HoA Py

fornetimes rife alittle in the neighbourhood of a

great town,, or wherever elfe: there is an exrra-
_ordinary demand for labour, and fink: gradually
as the. diftance. from fuch places ircreafes, till
‘they fall back to the common rate of the couns
try; yet we never. meer with thofe fudden and

unaccountable differences in the wages of neigh-

bouring places which-we fometimes find in Eng-

landy where it is often move difficult for a poor’

man to. pafs the artificial boundary of a parifh,

than an. arm. of -the fea or a ridge of high'moun--
tains, natuszal boundaries which fometimes fepa--
rate/ very diftinétly different rates of ‘wages in"

othern countries. :

To remove a man who has committed 1o mif.

demeanour from: the parith where he chufes to
refide, is-an evident violacion of natural liberty
and juftice. The common people of England,
however; o jealous of their liberty, but like the
common : people of ‘moft other countries neves
rightly underftanding: wherein ‘it confifts, have
now; for more than'a century together fuffered
themfelves to be expofed to this oppreflion with-
out @ remedy: 1 Though men of refle@tion too
have, fometinics complained of the law of fettle-
ments as a publick grievance; yet it has never
been the object of any general popular clamour,

\ fuch
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500K fuch s that againft general warrants, an abufive
&l practice undoubtedly, but fuch 2 one as was not
1ikely to oceafion any general opprefiion.  There
isfearce a poor nian in England of forty years of
age, T will vénture to {ay;"Who has not in fome
part of his life felt himfelf moft cruelly oppreffed
by this ill-contrived lawof fectlements. - |
-1'smant conclude this: long chapter with ob-
{erving; that' though antiently it'was 'ufusl to'
rate wages, firft by general laws extending over
the whole kingdom, and afterwards by particular |
orders of the juftices of peace in every particular
county; “both thefe’ practices have now goneen-"
tirely into difufe, ' ¢ By the experience of above
<« four hundred years,” fays Do&or Burn, it
«¢ feems time to lay afide all endeavours to bring
¢ under fteict regulations, what inits own na- -
« gure feems ircapable of  minute’ limnitations
« for if all perfons in 'the fame kind of work
«« were to receive equal wages; there would be:
«¢-no emulation, and no reom left’ for induftry
«_or ingenuity.” ' g STl sl
_Par'ricorar aéts of parliament, however, ftilt
attempt fomerimes to regulate wiges in particu-
lar‘trades and in particular places. Thus the
8th of George 111, prohibits under heavy penal-
ties all mafter taylors in London, and five miles
round it; from giving; and cheir workmen from
actepting, ‘more  than ‘two  fhillings and’ feven-
pence halfpenny a day, except in the cafe of a
general ‘mourning. . Whenever the legiflature
attempts to ‘regulate the differences. between
mafters and. their workmen, its counfellors are -
always

i
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always the mafters, - When the regulation, there~
fe_re,_. is-.jn.fgmm-.-qf ‘the workmen, it is always
juft and. equitable; but it is fometimes others
wife when. in favour of the malers, = Thus the
law which obliges the mafters in feveral different
trades to pay.,:hc;r workmen, in money and not
in goods, is. quite. jult and equitable. It im-
poles no real hardfhip upon the mafters.. It only
obliges them fo. pay that valpe in money, which
they pretendcd to pay, bue did not always really
pay, in goods. This Jaw is in favour of the works
men; but the 8th of George 111 is in favour of
the ma&ers\ ‘When mafters, combme together in

order to. rccluy:c _the wages of their workmen, they.

commonly enter. into a private bo;xd or agreement,
not, to give more than a certain wage under, 2
certain penalty. V\Cgrc, _the, workmen to. enter
into a contrary combmanpq aﬁ‘thc famc kind,

not to accept of a certain wage under a certgin

penalty, the law would punifh them very. fevese-
ly; and if it dealt impartially; it would treat the
mafters in the, fame manner. Bug the 8th of

; George I11. enforces by law that very regulation

which maftcrgufomcnmc; attempt to eftablith by,
fuch combma.tans. The Lomp]a,m" of the. work,
men, that it puts the able(t and moft induftriqus,

upon .the. fame foot:ng with an erdmary worka, .

man, fccms pcrfcé\:ly well foupded. , R B

" Ix antienc times 00, if Was ufual to a:;en;pt,

to regulate the prnﬁ;s of msrphmts and other, .
dealers, by, rating the price both. of provifions;

and other, goods. . The aflize of bread is).fo far..

as. I lmow,,ﬁh@ on]y resanant of - this, ancient .,
ufage.
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ufage. Where there is an exclufive corporatior
it may perhaps be proper to regulate the price
of the firft neceffary of life. But where there is

‘none, the cornpetition will regulate it much

better than any afize. The method of fixing
the aflize of bread eftablifhed by the 31k of
George 11, could not be put in practice in Scot-
land, on account of a defeét in the law; its exe-
cution depending upon the office of clerk of the
market, which does not exift there. . This defect
was not remedied till the 3d of George IL,  The

* want of an affize occafioned no fenfible incon~

veniency, and the eftablifhment of one, in the
few places where it has yet taken plice, has pro-

duced no fenfible advantage. In the greater

part of the towns of Scotland, however,- there is
an incorporation of bakerswho claim exclufive
privileges, though t.he& are not wvery frictly
guarded. i
Tuz proportion between the different rates
both of wages and profit in the different employ-
ments of labour and ftock, feems not to be much
affelted, as has already been obferved; by the
riches or poverty, the advancingy fationary, or
declining {tate of the fociety. Such tevolutions
in the publick welfare, though they affect the
general rates both of wages and profir, muft in
the end affelt them equally in all different em-
ployments,  The proportion between  them,
therefore, muft remain the fame, and cannoc well
be altered, at leaft for any confiderable time, by
any fuch revolutions, e

CHAP.



T ENT, confidered as the price paid for the
R ufe of land, is naturally the highett which
the tenant' can afford to pay ‘in the attual cir-
cumftances of the land. “In adjufting the terms
of the leafe, the landlord endeavours to leave
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him no greater fhare of the produce than what is |

fufficient to' ‘keep up ' the ftock from which he

furnithes the feed, pays the labour, and purchafes |

and maintains the catde and other inftraments
of hufbandry, together with the ordinary profics

of farming frock in the neighbourhood.  This is

evidently the fmalleft fhare with'which the tenant
can content himfelf without being a lofer, and
the landlord feldom means to leave him' any
more.  ‘Whatever part of the produce, or, what
is the fame thing, whatever part of its price, is
over and above this fhare, he naturally endea-
yours to referve to himfelf’ as the rent of his
land, whiclt is evidently che higheft the tenant
can afford to pay in the aftual circumftances of
the land. -~ Sometimes, indeed, the liberality,
more frequently the ignorance, of the landlord,
makes him accept of fomewhat lefs than this por-
tion; and fometimes too, though more rarely,
the ignorance of the tenant makes him undertake
to pay fomewhat more, or' to ‘content himfelf
with fomewhat lefs than the ordinary profits of
farming ftock ih the neighbourhood, Thispertion,

however,
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B OO K however, may ftill be confidered as the natural
@2 rent of land, or the rent for which it is naturally
meant that land fhould for the moft part be let,

Tux rent of land, it may be thought, is fre-

quently no more than a reafonable profit or in-

tereft for the flock Jlaid out by the landlord upon

its improyement. This, no doubt, may be

partly the cafe upon fome occafions ; for it can

{carce ever be more than partly the cafe, The

landlord demands a rent even. for unimproved

land, and the fuppofed intereft or profit upon the

expence of improvement is generally an addition

to thisoriginal rent. Thofe improvements, befides,

“are not always made by the ftock of the landlord,

‘but fometimes by that of the tenant. When the

Teafe comes to be renewed, however, the land-

lord commonly demands.the fame augmentation

of rent, as if they had been all made by his owns

1z fometimes demands rent for what is alto-

gether incapable of human improvement. Kelp

is a fpecies of fea-weed, which, when burng,

' yields an alkaline falt, ufeful for making glafs;

foap, and for feveral other purpofes. It grows

in feveral parts of Great Britain, particularly in

. Scotland; upon fuch rocks only as lie within the
; high water mark, which are twice every day co-
vered with the fea, and of which the produce,
cherefore, was never augmented by human in-
duftry. The landlord, however, whofe eftate is
bounded by a kelp fhore of this kind, demands

a rent for it as much as for his corn fields.
- Tuz feain the neighbourhood of the iflands

of Shetland is more than commonly abundant in
fifh,
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fifh, which make a great part of the fubfitence CoF “’ b
of their inkabitznrs. But in’ order to profit by n.....,,.....,; f

the produce! of the water, they muft have 4 habi-

tation upon: the. ﬁelg.hbourmg farid,. The rent

of the landlord is in‘propértion, not to what the.

farmer can mike by the land, but to what he can
. make both by'the lind and by the water. It is
partly - pmd in fesfifl ; and one of the very few
inftances in which rent’ mﬁkfes a'part of the prige
of /that commodtty is' to be fnund in that
countr}r i hid i LA -

Pl il land, thercf'arc, confidered as the
price paid for the ufe of the land, is naturally a
monopoly price. / It is not at all proportoned |
to what the landlord may have laid out upon the |

improvement of the land, or to what he can af-
ford to take 5 *bu: o whattlﬁ: f é&n uﬁ'ord

Stzca parts only of the produce ‘of 1~nd ‘can
commonly ‘be brovght to market of which the
ordinary price is fufficienc to I‘Cpl‘aLL the ftock
which ‘muft’ be employed in "bringing . them
thither,' together with its ordinary profits. If
the ordinary priceis more than chis, the furplus
part of it will naturally go”to the rent of the
land. If it is not more, though the commodity
may be brought to ‘market, it can afford no reat
to the landlord. . Whether the pnce is, or is'mos
more, depends upon the demand.

THERE arc fome parts of the produce of land
for which the demand muft ‘always be fuch as to
afford a grcater price’ than what is fufiicient to
bring them to market ; and there are others for

Vou. I, Q. which
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B 942 ¥ which it either may or may not be fuch 4s to 4t

tenme ford this greater price. The former muft always

: afford a rent to the landlord. The latter fome-
times may, and fometimes may not, according to
different circumftances, ' ‘

RenT, it is to be obferved, therefore, enters
into the compolition of the price of commodi-
ties in a different way from wages and profit.
High or low wages and profit, are the caufes of
high or low price ; high or low rent is the efed
ofit. Itis becaufe high or low wages and profit
muft be paid, in order to bring a particular com-
modity to market, that its price is high or low.
But it is becavfe its price is high or low; a great
deal more, or very little more, or no more, than
what is fufficient to pay thofe wages and profit,
that it affords a high rent, or a low rent, or no
rent at all. '

Tue particular confideration, firft, of thofe
parts of the produce of land which always afford
fome rent; fecondly, of thofe which fometimes
may and fometimes may not afford rent; and,
thirdly, of the variations which, in the differenr -
periods of improvement, naturally take place, in
the relative value of ‘thofe two different forts of
rude produce, when compared both. with one
another ‘and with manufa@ured commodities,
will divide this chapter into three parts,

PART
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Of the Produce of Land whick always affords
Rent.

L]

AS men, like all othtr animals, naturally mul-

tiply in proportion to the means of their
fubfiftence, food is always, more or lefs, in de-
mand. It can always purchafe or command a
greater or fmaller quantity of labour, and fome-
body can always be found who is willing to do
fomething, in order to obtain it. The quantity
of labour, indeed, which it can purchafe, is not
always equal to what it could maintain, if ma-
naged in the moft ceconomical manner, on ac-
count of the high wages which are fometimes gi-
ven to labour. But it can always purchafe fuch a
quantity of labour as it can maintain, according
to the rate at which that fort of labour is com-
monly maintained in the neighbourhood.

Bur land, in almoft any fituation, produces 2
greater quantity of food than what is fufficient
t0 maintain all the labour neceffary for bringing
it to market, in the moft liberal way in which
that labour is ever maintained. The furplus
too is always more than fufficient to replace the
ftock which employed that labour, together with
its profits. Something, therefore, always re-
mains for a rent to the landlord.

‘ Tue moft defart moors in Norway and Scot-
* land produce fome fort of pafture for cattle, of
which the milk and the increafe are always more

53 than
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* than fufficient, not only to maintain all the la-
~' bour neceffary.foritending them, and to pay the

ordinary profit to the farmer or owner of the
herd or Aock 3 but to afford fome finall reft to
the landlord, ‘The rent increafes in proportion
to the goodnkfs of the pafture, The fame ex-
tent of ground not oﬂl},r maintains 8’ greater
wumber of cattle, but as they! are brought within
a finaller compafs, lefs labour becomes reqmﬁte
to tend them, and to collect their produce. The
landlord gains both ways; by the increafe of the
produce, and by the dlmxﬁuuon of the labbur-
- which muft be maintained out of it.

Trix redt of land not only varles*wlth its fer-
tility, whatever be its produce, ‘but with its fitu-
ation, whatever be its fcrr:hty Land dn" the
neighbourhood of a town, gives a greater rent
than land equally fertile in a diftant. part of the
country. Though it may coft no mere: labour
to cultivate the one than che othes, it muft al~
ways coft more to bring the produce of the dif-
tant land to market. A’ greater quaotity of la-
bour, therefote; muft be maintained out of it g

vand the furplus; from which are drawn both: the

pmﬁt of the farmer and the reat of the landlord,
mult be diminithed. © Bat in remote partsiof the
country the rate of profit, as has. aleeady been
fhown, is generally higher ‘than in the’ neigh-
bourhood of -a large town. A fmaller propor-
tion of this diminithed furplus, thcrcfo:c, mufk
bélong to'the landlord: e 531 iF

Goop roadsy canals, arsd n:mgable nwm. by

diminifhing the expence of carriage, put the re-
mote



mote parts of the country more nearly upen a © fo m
level with thofe in.the ineighbourhood of the Gemees

town. « They are upon thatsccount the geeateft
of allimprovements.' . They encourage the cvls
tivation of the zemote, which muft aiways be the
moft extenfive circle of the country.  They are
advantageous to the town, by breaking down the
monopoly of the country'in its neighbourhoad.
They are advantageous even to that pare of the
country, leugb ‘they: introduce fome rival
commodities into ‘the old market, they open
many._-new,markctg to its produce.  Monopoly,
befides, is.a great cuemy, to good management,
which can never be univerfally eftablithed but in
coufequcncc of that fred’ and: univerfal competi-«
tion whicli forces every hody 10 have recourfe to
it for the fake of felfsdefence. It is hot more |
than fifty years ago that foine of the counties in
the neighbourhood ' of London, petitioned the
parliament againit’ the -extenfion of the tarnpike
roads into the remoter counties. - Thofe remoter
“counties, -they pretended, from the cheapnefs of
labour; would ‘be. ableito fell theit grafs and
corn chedper in the London marketchan them-
felves, and would thereby reduce thara'cms, and
ruin their cultivation:® Their rees, however,
have rifen; ‘and' their culr:wafton has been ini-
proved fince that tishes ol
- A cors field of mOétcra:e femllty prbduces a
wach greater quantity of'f60d for' man; than the
aftare of equal ‘extent:  ‘Though its culti-
vation !Mefuh-es much more labour; vet the fur-
plus which remairs after replacing ‘the feed and

Q.3 maintaining
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i X maintaining all that labour, is likewife much
amges greater.  1f a pound of butcher’s-meat, there-

fore, was never fuppofed to be worth more than
a pound of bread, this greater furplus would
every-where be of greater value, and conflitute
a greater fund both for the profit of the farmer
and the rent of the landlord. It feems to have
done fo univerfally in the ruds beginnings of
agriculture,

But the relative values of thofe two different
fpecies of food, bread and butcher’s-meat, are
very different in the different periods of agricul-
ture. In its rude beginnings, the unimproved
wilds, which then occupy the far greater part

vof the country, are all abandoned to cattle.
There is more butcher’s-meat than bread, and
bread, therefore, is the food for which there is
the greateft competition, and which confequently
brings the greateft price. At Buenos Ayres, we
are told by Ulloa, four reals, one-and-twenty
pence halfpenny fterling, was, forty or fifty years
ago, the ordinary price of an ox, chofen from a
herd of two or three hundred. He fays nothing
of the price of bread, probably becaufe he found
_nothing remarkable about it, An ox there, he
fays, cofts listle more tham the labour of catching
him. But corn can no-where be raifed without
a great deal of labour, and in a country which
lies upon the river Plate, at that time the direct
road from Europe to the filver mines of Potof,
the money price of labour could not be yery
cheap. It is otherwife when cultivation is ex-
tended over the greater part of the country.
Therg




Wis thcn more bread than bu{chcr s-meat, © A v
The competition changes its dire@ion, and the S

price of butcher's-meat. becomea  greater than
th.c price of bread G

‘By the extcnﬁpn .'mﬁdzs of cultw.mon, the
ummpmved wilds become infufficient to fupply
the| demangd for bmqhw sruneat, . A great part
of ‘vhe cultivased Jands, muft b&. employed in
rearing and {attening ‘gattle, spf whsch the, price,
therefore, muft be fufficient to pay, not only the
labour neceffary for tending them, but the rens
which: the dandiord and the profic which the
farmer, cmuldr have drawn from fuch land em»
ploged in  tillage. The catrle bred. upon the
moft vacuitivared, mMoors, when brought to the
fame) market, are, in pm;aoqt;qn 1o thepr wught
or gondnefs, fold ar the fame price as. thofe
which are reared upon the moﬁ improved land.
The proprietoss of thofe moors profit by it and
raife the rent 'of their land in proportion to the
price of theie cartle. . Ir is notunare thaw a cen-
rusy ago «hat. in many parts of the mghlands of
‘Scotland, - butchet’s - meat  was ay,. cheap  or
-chcaper than even bread made of oagneal. | The
union opened the ‘market of Englﬁnd to | the
‘highland cattle, Their ordinary price is at pre-
fcm abour three times greater than at the begin-
-of the century, and the rents of many high-.
l;pda cftates have been tripled and quadrupled in
.Ma;ﬁqmc time. In almoflt every part of GI‘CJ@'._
Bmiqh 2 gﬁund of the beft butcher's-meat is, in
the prefent. times, genérally worth more tian
two pounds pf‘ the beft white bread; and ip
Q4 plentiful
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2 09 X plentiful years it/is fometimes: worth -threc ac

T

“Iris thus that in the progrefs’ of 3 :mprbrcméﬁt
the rent and profit of unimproved ‘paftare come
1w be'regulated in'fome'meafire by the rent and
profit 'of what is improved, and thefe agaé.ﬁiﬁy
the rent | and profit of corn. ' Corn i an annial
crop.  Butcher's-mear, a crop’ which reqiﬁl’es
four or five years to grow, As an?acrt ol land,
therefore; will‘produce a mueh fimaller quantity
of the on¢’ fpecies of food than: of ithe other, the
inferiority of the quantity mrlm‘bv: ‘compenfated
by the fuperiority of the pmw A itwasimore
than eomp’thfated, more com’ ‘lmdc !wmﬂd be
turned into pafture s and if it/ was not cuimm
. Aured, part of whdt was in | patture would
“'broughuibackiintoieormi. /i i T sRL

Tris equality, however, between therent aind
profit of ‘grafs' and thofd of corn'y of the land of
which the immediate pmducc is‘food. for cattle,

and of that of which the immediate ‘préduce: is
"food for men ¢ muft be um%éiihﬁi ' *URH* :
only through the greater-parc nf¥'the pmphr
laods of a grear wcm!‘nﬂ?a' Ao fome pagcienlar o-
cal fituations’ it is qimé’m!aerﬂifr, and'the rent
und profit of geafs are much fupamm- m: whdt
can be/made by corn. " Y

* Frus in the neighbouthood of @ g&t‘at Wn,
the demand for milk and for £ m’g@ ' ‘horles,
frequently contribute, togethcr wigh the') ‘high
price iof butcher’s- “meat, to t‘aﬂc the value' ‘of
g*afs aboye ‘what ‘may be caltexl ‘its ndcural pro‘
portion to that of corny This-luca! adv.mtage
it
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it 1§ evident, can’noﬁ ‘be commumca:ed tﬂ thc € “ “ P

Jands at'a diftance, 0 0
CPARYICULAR, ckrcum&anccs havt fdmcume%

rendered fo,m: countrics fo populous, thae the

whole territory, like the lands in the neighbour-
hoodvof & great town, has not been fufficient to
produce borh the grafs and the corn’ neceﬁ‘arf
for the fubfiftence of their inhabitants. " Their
lands; therefore, have been principally’ cmplbycd
in'the praduction of grafs, the more bulky com-
modity, and'which cannot’ be fo eafily brought
from a grear diftance s ‘and corn, the food of the
grcat bodyof the people, has, been chiefly im-
L from foreign countries. Flolland is 4t
,-ﬁ'ei'ent' Vi ehiis ficvation, and a onfiderable part
of antient “Inaly, feemsito have been'to diring
the' profperity of ‘the Romans. To feed well,
‘old Cato faid, as we are'told by Cxccm, was'the
Mirftiand meft profirable thing in the manage-
‘ment'of a privace eftate); to feed tolerably well,
the fecond; and to-feed ill, the third. " To
ploughy he ranked only in the {ourth place of
profit and advantage. ' Tillage, indeed, in that
parciof antient Traly which lay in'the neighbour-
hood of Rome, muft 'have hcun-very--muth.rdif-
couraged by the diftributions of cern which were
frequently made to the penpie ceither gra-
tuitoully; or at a very low price; " ‘This ¢orn
brought from the conquered provinces, of w ch
feveral, inftead of taxes, wereiobliged to furnith
@ terith part of their’ produce at a fated price,

about fixpence a peck, to the republick. . The,

low price at which rhu corn was diftributed to
the

1333



B 010 K the people, muﬂ: ncceﬁ‘ml}r have funk the price
gt Of what could be brought to the Roman market

from Latium, or the antient territory of Rome,
and mutt have. d:fcouraged its clltivation in that
COUDLIY; 4 i

I an open counu-y t00, of which the princi-
pal produce is corn, a well-enclofed picce of
grafs will frequently rent higher than any corn
field in its neighbourhood. = It is convenient for
the maintenance of the cattle employed in the
" cultivation of the corn, and its high rent is, in
this cafe, not fo properly paid from the value of
its own produce, as from that of the,corn Jands
whicl are coltivdted by means of it. It is likely
to. fall, if ever the neighbouring lands are com-
chatly inclofed.  The prefent high rent of en-
clofed land in Scotland {eems owing to the fcar-
city of enclofure, rand will | probably lait no
* longer than that fcarcity. . The advantage of
enclofure is greater for pafture than for corn, It
faves the labour of guarding the cattle, which
feed. better. too when they are not liable o be
difturbed by their keeper or his dog.

But where there is mo local advantage of this
kindy the rent and profit of corn, or whatever elfe
is the common vegetable food of the people,
muft naturally regulate, vpon the iand which is
fit_for producing 1:, the rent md proﬁt of paf-
ture.

- Tue vfe of the amﬁcxal graﬁ'es, of turnips,
carrats, cabbages, and . the other expedients
which have -been fallen upon to make an equal
quantity of dand. feed a greater number of cattle

than

ki
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than when in natural grafs, fhould fomewhat € HA 2
reduce; it might be expected, the fuperiority e

which, in an improved country, the price of
butcher’s-mear naturally has over that of bread.
It feems accordingly to have done fo; and
there is fome reafon for believing that, at
leaft in the J.ondon market, the price of
butcher’s - meat in, proportion: to, the price of
bread is 2. good deal lower in  the prefent
times than it was in the beginning of the laft
century., JA

In the appendix to the Life of prince Henry,
Doétor Birch' has given us an account of the
prices of butcher's-mneat as commonly paid by
that prince. . It is there faid, that the four quar-

ters of an ox wﬂghmg fix hundred pounds -

ufvally coft ‘him nine pounds tea fhillings, or
thereabouts ; that 'is, thirty -one  fhillings and
eight pence per bundred pounds weight. Prince
Henry died on the 6th of November, 1612, in
the nineteenth year of his age,

In March, 1764, there was aparliamencary
enquiry into the caufes of the high price of pro-
vifions at that time. It was then, among other
proof to the{ame purpofe, given in evidence by a
Virginia merchant, thar in March, 1763, be had
victualled his fhips for twenty-four or twenty-
five fhillings the hundred wcight of beef, which
he confidered as the ordinary price ; whereas, in
that dear year, he had paid twenty-feven 1h11,11ngs
for the fame weight ‘and fort. - This high price
in 1764, is, however; four fhillings and: ¢ight-
pence cheaper than the ordinary price paid by

princes



» o&o K prince chry, and it is thc be;lt beef ‘only, it
e muft be obferved, which is' ﬁt m be faltcd for

thofe diftant voyages. )

Ime price paid by prince chry AMOURES 1t
 awd. per pound weight of the whole carcalt,
doarfe and' choice pieces taken together 5 and at
that rate the choice pieces could rot have been
l‘éld by tetail for lefs than 41 4. or §d\ the pound,

v the parli u‘nentary ‘enquiry in 1764, the
,wrtneﬂ'cs ftated the price of ‘the choice picces of
the heft beef to be to the confuer 4d and 434.
the pound; and the coarfe pieces in general to
be’fgom feven farthmgs to 21 d. and 84d.; and this
they faid was in general one halfipenny dearer
than ‘the fame fort of pieces had ufually been
fold in the month of March. But even this
high price is ftill 2 good deal cheaper than ‘what
. we' can well fuppoﬁ: the ordinary retail price to
lmve been in the time of prince Heary. o

- Durmve the twelve firlt years of the laft cen-
tury, the average price of the beft wheat at the
Windfor marker was 14 184, 3,4‘ the quartcr
of riné Winchefter bufhels.

“Ber in the twelve yea.rs pre*t:cdmg 1764, in%
cluding thdt year, the average price of the fame
meafure of the beit wheat at thc fan;e rrw‘kct
was 22, 15 9% d.

v the twelve fi r& years of the }a[& canr:ury,
thergfore, wheap appears to. have been a good
deal cHeaper, and butcher’s-meat a good deal
dearer than in the twelve years prcccdmg :764,
mcludmg vhat year. HgaR)
In
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: Invall great countties, the greater, part of he, G Pv

cvltivated , lands are employed in produqu

either food, for m;n or food for t.attlc The rent

and profit of thefc regulat‘c the. rent angd profit of
all other cyltivared land. If‘any particular pro-
duce afforded lefs, “the lnnd wmuld foon be
turned into corn or pafture/; agd if any afforded
more, fome part of the lands in corn or pafture
would foon be turned to that, produce. \ _
. Trosy produ&mns, indeed, whxcix requ;re
cither a greater original expenee of mmprovcmen:,
or a greater annual expence of culivation, in
order to fir, the land for them, appear comr‘nunly
to afford, the one a greater rent, the other a
greater, prdﬁt than corn or pafture. 'I'hxs fﬂpe-
riority, however, will feldom be found amount
to more than a :mfgnnhle utzex:cﬂ: or compqnfa.-
tion for this fuperior expence. =
In a hop garden, a fruit garden, 4 kltchen
garden, both the rent of the landlord, and the
proﬁr of the farmer, are generally greater than in
a corn or grafs field. = But to bring the ground
into - this = condition requires more ' expence,
Hence a greater rent becomes due. toithe land-
lord. « It requires too a more atrentive and fkil-
ful management. - Hence a greater pmﬁ;a be-
comes due to the farmer. The crop too, at leaft
in the hop and fruit garden, is smore. precarious.
Its price; therefore, belides compeafating all oc-
cafional lofles, muft afford fomething like the
profit. of linfurance..  The circumnflances of gar-~
deners, ‘generally -mean, and ,always moderate,
may {atisfy ws that their great ingenvity is not
commonly

SR it s L e s s
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bl i i commonly over-recompenfed. * Their delightful

“ey— art is praétifed by fo many kich people for
amufement, that little advantage is to be made
by thofe who pradtife it for profit; becaufe the
perfons who fhould neturally be their beft cul~
tomers, fupply themfelves with all their moft
precious productions,

Tur advantage ‘which the Iamilord derives
from fuch improvements feems at no time to
have been greater than what was fufficient to
compenfate the original expence of making
them. In the antient hufbandry, after the vine-
yard, a well-watered kitchen garden feems to
have been the patt of the farm which was fup-
pofed to yield the moft valuable produce. "But
Democritus, who wrote upon hufbandry about
two thoufand years ago, and who was regarded

by the antients as one of the fathers of the art,
thought they did not aét wifely who enclofed 2
kitchen garden.  The profit, he faid, would not
compenfate the expence of a ftone wall ; and
bricks (he meant, I fuppofe, bricks baked i in the
fun) mouldered with the rain, and the winter
ftorm, and required continual repairs. . Colu-
mella, who reports this judgment of Democri-
tus, #loes not controvert it, but propofes a very
frugal -method ‘of enclofing ‘with ‘a hedge of
brambles - and - briars, which, he fays, he had
found by experience to be both a Jafting and an
impenetrable’ fence ;. but which, ‘it feems, was
not. commonly known in the time of Democri~
tus. ' Palladivs adopts the opinion' of Colu-
mella, which had before been recommended by

1 Varro.
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Varro, In the judgment of thofe antient im- CH A P
provers, the P}'Oduc_a' of a kitchen gardcn”had', T ored B8P

feems, been little more than fufficient to pay the
extraordinary culture and the expence of water-
ing ; for in countries' fo: near the {un, iv was
thought proper, in thofe'times as in the prefent,
to have the command of a ftream of water, which
could be condudted to every bed in the garden.
Through the greater part of Europe, a kitchen

garden is not at prefent fuppofed to defeive a

better inclofure than that recommended by Co=
lumella,  In Greac Britdin, and fome other
northern countries, the finér fruits ‘cannot. be
brought to perfection but by the afliftance'of a
wall.  Theic price; therefore; in (fuch countries

muft be fufficiént to-pay the expence of building

and maintaining what they cannot be had with-

out.  The fruit-wall frequently furrounds. the'

kitchen garden, which thus enjoys the benefit of
an enclofure which its own produce ¢ould feldom

Payfo;—_ Wiow,
Traar the vineyard, when ‘properly ' planted
and brought to perfection, was the moft valuable
part of the farm, feems: to have been an un-
doubted maxim in the antieht agriculture; as it
is in the modern through all the wine countries.
Bur whether it was advantageous to plant'a new
vineyard, was a matter of difpute among the an-
tient Italian hutbandmen, as we learn from Co-
tumella, He decides, like a true loyer of ail
curious cultivation, in favour of the: vineyard,
and endeavours to' thow, by a comparifon of the
profit and expence, ‘that it was 2 moft advan-
' tageous
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P “3“ ¥, tageous imipravement. . Suchcomparifons, how-

'--"v--’ ever, - between, the: pmﬁt .and ‘expence: of new
prq;e&q, are, commonly wery fallacions ; and in
nothing more fo. than inagriculture. «Ead the.
gain actually made by fuchsplantations been’
commonly 2s great as he imagined it might have
beengthere could have been no difpute abont it.
The {ame point is frequentlyiat this.day a niat-
ter of controverfy in the wine countries. | Their
writers: an agticulture, sindeed,ithelovers vand.
promoters of high cultivation, feem gcncrai[y

difpofed to decide with Columelta, in favour of
the mnc}ard In France the anxiety of the pro-
prietors. of  the  old | vineyards to. prevent  the.
planting of any new ones, feems to favour their
opinion, and to indicate a confeioufnefs in' thofe
who muft have the experience, that this. {peties.
of cultivation is at prefent in that country more
profitable than any other.. Itdeems at the fame
time, however, to indicate another opinion; that
this fuperior profit ‘can laft no longer than the
laws which at prefent reftrain the free culeva-
tion of the vine. In 17315 they obtained an
order of council, prohlbmng both: the planting
of new vineyards, and the renewal of thofesold
ones, of which the cultivation had been inter-
rupted for two years ; without a. particular per-
miffion from the king, to be granted only in
cqnfcqucncr: of an information from the intend-
ant of the province, cernfymg that he had ex-
amined the land, and that it was incapable of
any other culture. Thc pretence of this prder
was the {carcity of corn: and pafture, and: the

5 fuper-
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fuper-abundance of wine: But had this fuper~ ¢ B AP
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dabundance been real, it would, without any temyems

worder of councily have effedtually prevented the
plantation of new vineyards, by reducing the
‘profits of this fpecies of cultivation below: their
natural: proportion to thofe:of corn and pafture.
With regard 1o the fuppofed féarcity of corn oc-
cafioned by the multiplication of vineyards, corn
is ‘no where ‘in: France more carefully cultivated
than in the wine provinces, where the land is fit
for producing it; asin Burgundy, Guienne, and
the Upper Languedoc. The numerous hands
eniployed in the one fpecies of cultivation necef-
farily encourage the other, by affording a ready
market for its preduce. - To diminifh. the num-
ber of thofe who are capable of paying for it, is
furely a moft unpromifing expedient for encou-

 raging the, cultivation: of corn. It is like the
policy which would promote. a,gneultuce by dif-
couraging manufadtures. .

Tug rent and profic of thofc pmduéhons,
therefore; which require cithera greater original
expence of improvement in order to fit the land
for themy ‘or a'greater annual expence of culti-
vation, though often -much. fuperior.to thofe of
corn and pafture; yet when they do nw more:than
compenfate  fuch - extraordinary expence, are in
reality regulated by thc rcnt and profrt of thbfe
COMINON €rOPs. 1+

It fometimes hsppens, mdctd,; uhamhe quan-
tity of land which can be:fitted:for forne parti-
cular produce; is too fmall to fupply the effectual
demand.  The whole produce can be difpofed

Vour. I, R of
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BOOX of to thofe who are willing to give fomewhat
u.-\.-...a more  than what is fufficient to pay the whole

rent, Wages and profit neceffary for raifing and
bringing it to marker, according to their natural
ratesy: or according to the rates at which they are
paid in the greater part of other cultivated land.
"The furplus part of the price which remains after
defraying the whole expence of improvement
and cultivation may commeonlyy in this cafe, and
in this cafe only, bear no regular, proportion to
the like furplus in corn or pafture, but may ex-
ceedi it in almoft any degree; and the greater
part of this excefs: nazurallys gocs 0 thc rént of
the landlord.. - )

Tur -ufual and natural propomon, for ex
ample, between the reat and profit of wine and
thofe of corn and pafture, muft be underftood to
take place only with regard to'thofe vineyards,
which produce nothing but good common wine,
fuch as can be raifed almoft any where, upon any
light, gravelly, or fandy foil, and which has no-
thing to recommend ‘it but its ftrength and
wholefornenefs.) It is with fuch vineyards only
chat the common Jand of ithe country can be
brought into: competirion ; for with thofe of a
peculiar quality itis evident that it cannot.

Tue vine is more affeéted by the difference of
foils than any other fruit tree. From fome it
derives a flavour which no culturs or manage-
ment can equal, it is fuppofed, upon any other.
This flavour, real or imaginary, is fometimes
peculiar to the produce of ‘a few vineyards;
fometimes it extends throughithe greater part of

- a fmall
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4 fall diftfiéh, and fometimes through a cor-
fiderable pare of a large province.  The whole
quantity of fuch wines that is brought to market
falls ' fhort of the effeétual demand, or the dow
mand of thofe who'would be willing to pay the
whole rent; ‘profitand 'wages neceflary for pre-
paring “and ‘bringing  them thither, according
to ‘the ordinary rate, ‘or according to the rate
at which' they are paid in common vineyards.
The whole quantity,” therefore, can be difpofed
of to thofe who are willing to pay more, which
neceffurily raifes the price above that of common
wine. ' Thedifference is-greater or lefs, accord-
ing as the fathionablenefs and foarcity of the
wine render’ the competition of the buyers more
or lefs'eager.  Whatever it be, the greater part
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of it 'goesito the rent ‘of the landlord. For

though fuch vineyards ‘are in general more cares
fully cultivated than moft others, the high price
of the wine feems to be, not fo much the effeét,
as’' the caufe of 'this careful cultivation.  In fo
valuable a'produce the lofs occalioned by negli-
gence is fo great as to force even the moft care-
lefs to'actention. © A fmall part ‘of this high
price; therefore; is fuflicient to pay the wages of
the extraordinary labour beltowed upon their
cultivation, and the profits of the extraordinary
ftack which puts that labour into motion.
' Tar fugar colonies poffeffed by the European
nations in the Weft Indies, -may be compared to
thofe precious vindyards. - Their whole produce
falls fhort of the effectual demand of Europe, and
can be difpofed of to thofe who are willing to
R a gi'v'e
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300K give more| than ‘what is fufficient to pay the

‘et Whole 'rent, profit and wages neceffary for pre-
paring and bringing it to market, according to
the rate at which they are commonly paid by
any other produce. In Cochin-china the fineft
white fugar commonly fells for three piafters the -
quintal, about thirtcen fhillings and fixpence of
our money, as we are told by * Mr, Poivre, a
very careful obferver of the agriculture of that
country. What is there called the quintal weighs
from a hundred and fifty to two hundred Paris
pounds, or a hundred and fevency-five Paris
pounds at 2 medium, which reduces the price of
the hundred weight Englifh to about eight thillings
fterling, not a fourth part of what is commonly
paid for the brown or mufkavada fugars imported
from our colonies, and not a fixth part of what
is paid for the fineft white fugar. The greater
part of the cuitivated lands in Cochin-china are
employed in producing corn and rice, the food
of the great body of the ‘people.. The  re-
fpective prices of corn, rice, and fugar, are there
probably in the natural proportion, or in that
which naturally takes place in the different crops
of the greater part of cultivated land, and which
recompences the landlord and farmer, as nearly
as can be computed, according to what is ufvally
the original expence of improvement and the
annual expenceof cultivation, But in our fugar
colonies the price of fugar bears no fuch propor-
tion to that of the produce of a rice or corn field
either in Europe or in America. It is commonly

* Voysges d’un Philofophe. fid
aid,

AR it el LT Y
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fazd that 4 fugar planter expefts that the rum
and the molafies fhould defray the whole ex-
pence of his cultivation; and that his fugar
fhould be all clear proﬁt. If this be true, for 1
pretend not to affirm it, it is as if a corn farmer
expected to defray the expence of his cultivation
with the chaff and the ftraw, and that the grain
fhould be all clear proﬁt We fee frequently
focieties of merchants in London and other trad-
ing towns, purchafe wafte lands in our fugar
colonies, which they expeét to improve and cul-
tivate with profit by means of factors and agents;
notwithftanding the great diftance and the un-
certain returns, from the defeftive adminiftra-
tion of Juﬁlcc in thofe countries. Nobo&y will
attempt to improve and cultivate in the fame
manner thie moft fertile lands of Scotland, Ire-
land, or the corn provinces of North America;

though from the more exa@® adminiftration of

juftice in thefe countries, more regular returns
might be expected.

In Virginia and Maryland the cultwan?n of
tobacco is preferred, as more profitable, to that
of corn, Tobacco might be cultivated with
advantage through the greater part of Europe ;
but in almoft every part of Europe it has become
a principal fubject of taxation, and to collect a
tax from cvery different farm in the country
where this plant might happen to be cultivated,
would be more difficult, it has been fuppofed,
than to levy one upon its importation at the
- cuftom-houfe.  The cultivation of tobacco has
upon this account been moft abfurdly prohibited

R through
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il ks through the greater part of Europe, which necef-
by farily gives a fort of monopoly to the countries
where it is glloWwed ; and as Virginia and Mary.
land produce the greateft quantity of it they
{hare largely, though with fome competitors, in
the advantage of this monopoly. The cultiva-
tion of tobacco, however, feems not to be fo ad-
vantageous as that of fugar. I have never even
heard of any tobacco plantation that was im-
proved and cultivated by the capital of merchants
who refided in Great Britain, and our tobacao
colonies fend us home no fuch wealthy planters
as we fee frequently arrive from our fugar iflands,
Though from the preference given in thafe co-
lonies to the culrivanon of tobacco above that of
corn, it would appear that the effectual demand
of Europe for tobacco is not compleatly fup-
plied, it prabably is more nearly fo than that for
fugar: And though the prefent price of tabacco
is probably mote than fufficient to pay the whaole
rent, wages and profit neceffary for preparing
and bringing it to market,, acqordxng ta the rate
at which they are commonly paid in corn land ;
it muft not be fo much more as the prefent price
of fugar. Our tobacco planters, accordingly,
have fhewn the fame fecar of the fuper-abundance
of tobacco, which the proprietors of the old
vmc) ards in France have of the fupe;-abundance
of wine, By at of affembly they have reftrained
its cultivation to fix thoufand p]mrs, fuppofed
ro yield a thoufand weight of tobacco, for every
negro between fixteen and fixty years of age.
Such a negro, over and above this quanmy of
tobagco,
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tobacco, can manage, they reckon, four acres
of Indian corn. To prevent the market from \ee—s
being ovesftocked too, they have fometimes, in

plentiful years, we are told by Dr. Douglas, (L
- fufped he has been ill informed) * burnt a certain

quantity of tobacco for every negro, in the fame

manner as the Dutch are faid to do of fpices. 1f

fuch violent methods are neceffary to keep up the

prefent price of tobacco, the fuperior advantage

of its culture over that of corn, if it (ill has any,

will not probably be of long continuance.

Ir is ia this manner that the rent of the culti-
vated land, of which the produce is human food,
regulates the rent of the greater part of other
cultivated land. No particular produce can
long afford lefs ; becaufe the land would imme-
diately be turned to another ufe: And if any
particular produce commonly affords more;, it is
becaufe the quantity of land which can be fitted
for it is too fmall to fupply the efiectual de-
mand. :

In Europe corn is the principal produce of
land which ferves immediately for human food.
Except in particular fituations, therefore, the rent
of cornland regulates in Europe that of all other
cultivated land. = Britain need envy neither the
vineyards of France nor the olive plantations of
Italy.  Except in particular fituations, the value
of thefe is regulated by that of corn, 1n which the
fertility of Britain is not much inferior to that of
either of thofe two countries. -

® Douglas’s Sm;y. vol._ii. P 372 373 J
4 i
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1r in any country the common and favourite
vegetable food of the people thould be drawn
from a plant of which the moft cornmon land,
with the fame or nearly the fame culture, pro-
duced a much greater quantity than the moft
fertile does of corn, the rent of the landlord, or
the furplus quantity of food which would remain
to him, after paying the labour and replacing
the ftock of the farmer together with its ordi-
nary profits, would neceffarily be much greater.
Whatever was the rate at which labour was com:
monly maintained in thar country, this greater
furplus could always maintain a greater quantity
of it, and confequently enable the landlord to
purchafe or command a greater quantity of it.
The real value of his rent, his real power and
authority, his command of the necefiaries and
conveniencies of life with which the labour of
other people could fupply him, would neceffarily
be much greater, ; ;

A rice field produces a much greater quan-
tity of food than the moft fertile corn field.
Two crops in the year from thirty to fixty bufhels
each, are faid to be the ordinary produce of an
acre. Though its cultivation, thercfore, re-
quires more labour, a much greater furplus re-
mains after maintaining all that labour, In
thofe rice countries, therefore, where rice is the
common and favourite vegetable food of ‘the
people, ‘and where the ‘cultivators’ are chiefly
maintained with it, a greater thare of this greater
furplus thould belong to the landlord than
in. corn countries.  In Carolina, where the

7 planters,
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planters, as in other Britith colohies, are gene- € B A P
rally both farmers and landlords, and where TENT  Cmmprned
confequently is confounded with profit, the cul
tivation of rrice is found to be more profitable
than that of corn, though their fields produce
only one crop in the year, and though, from the
prevalence of the cuftoms of Europe, rice is not
there the common and favourite vegetable food
of the people, |

A coop rice field is a bog at all feafons, and
at one feafon a bog covered with water, It is
ynfit either for corn, or pafture, or vineyard, or,
indeed, for any other vegetable produce that is
very ufeful to men: And the lands which are fit
for thofe purpofes, are not fit for rice. Even in
the rice countries, therefore, the rent of rice
tands cannot regulate the rent of the other culti-
vated land which can never be turned to that

roduce.

The food produced by a field of pofhtoes is
pot inferior in quantity to that produced by a
field ‘of rice, and much fuperior to what is pro-
duced by a field of wheat. Twelve thoufand
weight of 'potatoes from an acre of land is not a
greater produce than two thoufand weight of
wheat, The food or folid nourithment, indeed,
which can be drawn from each of thofe two
plaits, is not altogether in proportion to their
weight, on account of the watery nature of po-
tatoes. ~ Allowing, however, half the weight of
chis raot to go to water, a very large allowance,
fuch an.acre of potatoes will ftill produce fix
thoufand weight of folid nourifhment, three

times
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times ' the quantity apraduced by the acre of
muw, Wheati An acrel cof potatoes 1s cultivated with

lefs cxpence,tblanlaq acre of wheat ; the fallow,
which generally precedes the fowing of wheat,
more than compenfating the hoging and other
extraordinary culturd; which is always given to
potatoes. . Should this root ever bécoms in any
part of Euvrope, like rice in fome rice countries,
the common anl favourite vegetable food of the
prople; fo as to occupy the fmle proportion of
the Jands in tillage which wheat and other forts
of gr:un for hummat food do at prefent, the fame
quantity of cultivated land would maintain 4
much greater number of people, and the la-
bourers  being generally fed with potatoes, a
greater furplus would remain after replacing all
the ftock and maintaining all the labour em-
ployed in cultivation. A greater fhare of this
furplus too would belong to the landlord, Po-
pulatiog would increafe, and rents. would rife
much beyond what. they are at prefent,

Tax land which is fit for potatoes, is fit for
almoft every. other: ufeful vegetable, If they
occupied the fame proportion of cultivated Jand
which corn does at-prefent, they would regulate,
in ‘the fame manner, ithe rent of the greater part
of other cultivated land. :

In' fome parts of Lancafhire, it is. pretended
1 have been -told,  that bread of oatmeal is a
heartier food for labouring people than wheaten |
bread, and I have frequently heard the fame
do&rine. held . in Scotland, I am, however,

fomewhat doubtful of the truth of it, The com-
~ mon

roig B )



~ mon people in Scotland, who are fed with oat- yel,
meal, are in general peither {0 flrong, nOr {0 (eempmeed

handfome as the fame rank of people in Eng-
land, who are fed with wheaten bread. They

neither work fo well, nor look fo well; and as °

there is not the fame difference between the
people of fathion in the two countries, experience
would feem to fhow, that the food of the com-
mon people in Scotland is not fo fuitable to the

human conftitution as that of their neighbours of

the fame rank ip England. But it feems to be
otherwife with potatoes. The chairmen, por-
ters, and coalheavers in London, and thofe un-
fortunate women who live by proflitution, the
ftrongeft men and the moft beautiful’ women
perhaps in the Britifh domjnions, are faid to be,
the greater part of ‘them, from the lowett rank
of people in Ireland, who are generally fed with
this roof. No food can afford a more decifive
proof of jts nourithing quality, or of its being
peculiarly fuitable to the health of the human
conftitution.

It is difficulr to preferve potatoes through the
year, and impoflible to ftore them, like corn,
for two or three years together. The fear of not
being able to fell them before they rot, dif-
_ courages their cultivation, and is, perhaps, the
chief obftacle to their ever becoming in any

reat country, like bread, the principal vegetable
F od of al &he different ranks of the people,

PART
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H UMAN food feems to be the only produce

‘of land which always and neceffarily affords
forne ‘rent to the landlord Other forts of pro-'
duce fometimes may and fometimes may not,
according to different circumftances,

Ar'r?.n food, cloathmg and lodgmg are thc
two great wants of mankind.

‘Lanp in its original rude ftate can afford the.
mazcnals of cloathing and lodging to a much
greatcr number of people than it can feed. In
its unprovcd ftace it can fometimes feed a greater
fiumber of people than it can fupply with thofe
materials ; at leaft 1n th¢ way in which they re--
quire them, and are wdlzng to pay for them.
In the one ftate, therefore, there is always a
fupcr-abundance of thofe materials, which are
frcquently, upon tha; account, . of litcle or no
value. In the othcr th::rc is often a fcarcity,
whlch neceﬂ‘anly auggncnts their value. In the
one I’cate a great part of them is thrown away
as ufelefa, and the price of what is ufed is con-
fidéred as equal only to the labour. and expence
of h"ttmg it for ufe, and can, ;hereforc, afford
no rent to the l.a.ndlord In the other they are
all made ufe of, and therc is frequently a demand
for. morc than can be had. Somebody is always
w:lltng to give mare for every part of them than

what



Q.

THE WEALTH OF NATIONS. 253

-what is fufficient to pay the expence of bringing ¢ H A P.
them to market. Their price, therefore, can l-—r--'
always afford fome rent to the landlord.

Tre fkins of ‘the largeranimals were the ori-
ginal materials of cloathing." Among nations of
hunters and fhcphcrds, ‘therefore, whofe food
confifts chiefly in the fleth of thole animals,
every man, by providing himfelf with food, pro-
wvides himfelf with the materials of more cloath-
ing than he can wear. 1f ‘there was no foreign
commerce, the greater part of them would be
thrown away as things of no value. ‘This was
probably the cafe among the hunting nations of
North America;, before their country was difco-
vered by the Europeans, with whom they now
exchange their  furplus pelcty, for blankcts,
fire-arms, and brandy, which gives it fome value,
In the prefent commercial ftate of the known
world, the moft barbarous nations, I believé,
among whony land property is eftablithed, have
fome foreign commerce of this kind, and find
among their wealthier néighbéurs fuch 2 demand
for all the materials of cloathing, which their
lind - produces, and 'which ‘ean neither 'be
wrought up "nor ¢onfumed ac home, as raifes
their price above what it cofts to fend them to
thofe wealthier neighbours. It affords, therefore,

* fome rent to the landlord. TVﬁt;\n the greater
part of the highland cattle Yere confumed on
their own ' hills, the exportation of their hides
made the moft confiderable ‘article of the com.-
merce of that country, and what they were ex-
changed for afforded fome addition to the rent

4 of
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B0 6 K of the highland eftates. The wool of England,

smymeat ‘Which in old times could ‘neither be confumed
nor wrought up at home, found a market in the
then wealthier and more induftrious country of
Flanders, and its price afforded fomething to the
rent of the land which produced it.  In coun-
tries not better cultivared than England was
then, or than the highlands of Scotland are now,
and which had no foreign commerce, the mate-
rials of cloathing would evidently be fo fuper-
abundant, that a great part of them would be
thrown away as ufelefs, and no part could afford
any rent to the landlord. -

Ture materials of lodging cannot always be
tranfported to fo great a 'diftance as thofe’ of
cloathing, and do not fo readily become an ob«
je of foreign commerce. 'When they are fuper-
abundant in the country which produces them,
it frequently happens, even in the prefent com-
mercial ftate of the world, that they are of no
value to the landlord. A good ftone quarry in
the neighbourhood of London would afford a
confiderable rent. In many parts of Scotland
and Wales it afords nones ‘Barren timber for
building is of great value in a populous and
well-cultivated country, and the land which pro-
duces it; affords a confiderable rent. But in
many - parts of North America the landlord -
would be much obliged to any body who would
carry away the greater part of his large trees,
Ia forne parts of the highlands of Scotland the
bark s the only part of the wood which, for

want of roads and water-carriage, can be fent to
market.,
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warket. The timber s lofc /to/ rot upon the © B AP
ground. When the materials of lodging are {0 Gemmypmsd
fuper-abundant, the part made ufe of is worth.
only the labour and expence of fitting it for that
ufe. It affords no rent to the landlord, who geé-
aerally grants the ufe of it to whoever takes the
trouble of afking it. ' The demand of wealthier
nations, however, fometimes enables: him to get
a rent for it. The paving of the ftreets of Lon-
don has enabled the: owners of fome: barren
rocks on the coaft of Scotland. to'dsaw:a’rent
from what never afforded any before..  Fhe
woods of Norway and of the coafts of the Bal-
vick, find 'a market in many parts of Great Bri-
tain which they could not find at home, - and
thereby afford forne rent to their proprietors. ..
CounTRIES are populous; notin proportion to
the number of people whomi‘their prodgee can
cloath and lodge, but in' proportion to that of
thofe whom it can feedl” "When' food is pro-
vided, it is eafy to' find.the neceflary cloathing
and lodging. Butthough thefelare at hand, it
may often be difficalt 't fihd food.: In fome
parts even of the Britifly dominions what s called
A Houfe, may be built by one” day’s Tabouk 'of
one man. The fimplefl fpecies of cloathing, the
{kins of animals, requires fornewhat more labour
to drefs and prepare them for ufe.  Theydo
not, however, require 4 great deals’ “Among fa-
vage and barbarous nations; o hundredthior lit-
tle rnore than a hundredeh pare of the Jabour of
the whole year, will be fufficient to provide them
with fuéh cloathing and lodging: as fatisfy. the
' 3 . greater
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B 00K greater part of the people.  All the other ninety-
lmnymed  mine parts are frequently no more than enough
to provide them with food. - s,
Bur when by the improvement and cultiva.
tion of land the labour of one family can pro-
vide food for two, the labour of half the fociety
becomes fufficient to provide food for the whole.
“The other half, therefore, or at leaft the greater
part of them, can be employed in providing
‘other things, or in fatisfying the other wants
and fancies of mankind.  Cloathing and lodg-
ing, houfhold furniture, 'and what is called
Equipage, are the principal obje@s of the
greater part of thole wants and fancies, The
rich man confumes no more food than his poor
» neighbour.  In quality it may be very different,
and to felect and prepare it may require more
labougand art ; but in quantity it is very nearly
the fame.  But compare the fpacious palace and
great wardrobe of the one, with the hovel and
the few rags of the other, and you will be fen~
fible that the difference between their cloathing,
lodging and houfhold furniture, is almoft as
great in'quantity as it is in quality. The defire
of food is limited in every man by the narrow
capacity of the human ftomach ; but the defire
of the conveniencies and ornaments of building,
drefs, equipage, and houlbold furniture, feems
ta have no limit or certain boundary. Thofe,
therefore, who have the command of more food
“than they themfelves can confume, are always
willing to exchange the furplus, or, what is the
fame thing, the price of it, for gratifigations of
_ this
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this other kind. What is over and above ﬁmﬁ- ¢ Pi,:‘ v
fymg the limited defire, is given for the amufe~ kg, Ak
meat of thole defires which cannot be. (atisfied,

but feem to be altogether endlefs. The poor,
in order to obtain food, exert themfelves to gra~
tify thofe fancies of the rich, and to obtain it

more certainly, they vie with one. amﬁher in the

cheapnefs and pecfedtion of their work. The
number of workmen increafes with the increaf-
ing qudnrity of food, or with the growing im-
provemment and culrivation of the lands; and as
the nature of their bufinefs admits of the utmoft
fubdivifions of labour, the quantity of materials
which they can work up, increafes in a much

greater proportion than their numbers, Hence:
arifes a demand for every fort of materal which
human igvention can cmploy, either uﬁ:fuliy or
ornamentally, ‘in buildmg, dreis, equipige,  or-
houthold furniture; for the foflils and minérals-

contained in the bowels of ‘the earth ; the pfe-
cious metals, and the precious fanes.

Foon s in this mannér, not only the original
faurce of reat, but every other part of the prox
duce of land which afterwards affords rent, de-~
rives that pat of its value from the improvement
of the powers of labour in producing food by
means of the improvement and cui:nratmn of
land.

~Twose other parts of the produc:c of Jand,
however; which afterwards- afford rent,. do not

afford it always.  Even i improved and culti- |

vated countries, the demand for them is not‘al—

ways fach as to afford a greater price than what
You. 1, S is
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00K is fufficient to pay the labour; and replace, tos
\emnymmed gether with its ordinary profits, the ftock which

muft be employed in bringing them to market)
Whether it is or is not fuch, depends vipon differ-
ent circumftances, b A il il
. WaeTHer a coal-mine, for cxample, can af:
ford any rent, depends partly upon its fercility,
and partly upon its ficvation. . i
A mine of any kind may be faid to be either
fertile or barren, according as the quantity of
mineral which can be brought from it by a cer-
rain_quantity of labour, is greater or lefs than
what can be brought by an equal quantity from
the greater part of other mines of the fame
kind. W e g
; gom coal-mirnes advantageoully firvated, edn-
"not be wrought on account of their barrennefs,
The produce docs not pay the expence. They
can afford peither profit nor rent. i
Tuere are fome of which the produce is
barely fufficient to pay the labour, and replace,
together with its ordinary profits, the ftock em-
ployed in working them,  They afford forme
profit to the undertaker of the work, but no rent
to the landlord. They can be wrought advan- -
tageoufly by nobody bu the landlord, who being
himfelf undertaker of the work, gets the ordinary
profit of the capital which he employs in 'its
Many coal-mines in Scotland are wrought in
this manner, and can be wrought in no other,
The Iandlord will atlow nobody clfe to work:
them without paying fome rent, and nobody
can alford to pay any. o
. OrHER
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“Ormsr coal-mines in the fame country fuffi-
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eiently fertile, cannot be wrought on account of o

their fituation. . ‘A quantity of mineral fufficient
to defray the expence of working, could be
* brought from the mine by the ordinary, or even
lefs than the ordinary quantity of labour: But
in an inland country, thinly inhabited, and with-
out eithér good roads or water-carriage, this
quantity could not be fold:

Coavs are 2 lefs 'agreeable fewel than wood:

they are faid too to be lefs wholefome.  The ex-
pence of coals, therefore, at the place where they
dre confumed, muft generally be fomewhat lefs
than that of wood: !

 Tue price of wood dgain varies with thé flate

of agricultire, nearly in the fame manner, and.

exa@ly for the fame teafon, as the price of cat-
fle. “In its rude beginnings the greatet part of
every country is covered with wood, which is
thén ‘a mere incumbrance of no value to the
Tandlord, who would gladly give it to any body
for the cutting. As agriculture advances, the
Woods ate partly cleared by the progrefs of til-
Iage, and partly go to decay in confequence of
the increafed number of cattle, Thefé, though
they do not ingreafe in the {ante proportion as
corny which is altogether the acquifition of hu-
man induftry, yet multiply under the care and
proteétion of men ;-who ftore up in the feafbn of
plenty what may maintain-them in that of fcar-
¢ity; who through the whele year furnifh them
with @ greater quantity of food than unculti-
vared nature provides for them; and who by de-

% ' ftroying
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p "ii"'." them in the free enjoyment of all that the prow

vides. Numerous herds of cattle, when a!!owed
to watider throngh the woods, though they da
not deftroy the old trees, hinder any young ones
from coming up, fo that in the courfe of a cen-
tury or two the whole foreft gocs to ruin. The
fearcity of wood then raifes its price. It affords
a2 good rent, and the landlord fometimes finds
that he can fcarce cmploy his beft lands more
advantagcouﬂy than in growing barren timber,
of which the greatnefs of the profit often com-
penfates the latenefs of the returns. This feems
1n the prefent times to be nearly the fiate of
things in feveral parts of Great Britain, where
the profit of planting i3 found to be equal to
that of either corn or pafture. The adyantage
which the landlord derives from planting, can
no-where exceed, at leaft for any confiderable
timc, the rent which thefe could afford him 3
and in an inland country which is highly culti-
vated, it will frequently not fall much fhort of
this rent. Upon the fea-coaft of a well-im-
proved country, indeed, if coals can conveniently
be had for fewel, it may fometimes be cheaper
to bring barren timber for building from lefs
cultivaced foreign countries, than to raife it at
home. In the new town of deburgh buile
within thefe few years, there is not, perhaps, 2
fingle ftick of Scotch timber.

Wiarevsr may be the price of weod, if that
of coals is fuch that the expence of a coal-fire is
nearly equal to that of a wood one, we may be

affured,



affured, that at that place, and in :hefe circumy: & ¥ P
ftances, the price of coals is as high as i can be. \.-m--a
It feems to be fo in fome of the inland parts of
England, paa*tmnla.aly in Oxfordthire, where itds
ufual, even in the fires of the common people, to
mix coals and weod together, and where the dif-
ference in the expence of thofe two forts of fewe]
cannot, therefore, be very great.

Coats, in the coal countries, are every-wiere
much below this higheft price. If they sore
not, they conld not bear the expence of 2 diftant
carriage, either by land or by water. A finall
quantity. only could be fold, and the coal mal-
ters and coal proprictors find it more for their
intereft to fell a grear quanmy at a price fome-
‘what above the loweft, than a fmall quantity at
the higheft, The mofl fertile coal-mine £oo, row
gula.tcs the price of cpals at all the other mines
in its neighbourhood. Both the proprictor and
the undertaker of the work find, the ope that he
can get a greater rent, the other that he can ger
a greater profit, by fomewhat underfelling all
their neighbours. Their neighbours are foon
obliged to fell at the fame prige, though they
cannot fo well afford it, and though it always di-
minifhes, and fometimes takes away altogether
both their rent and their profit. Some works
are abandoned altogether; others can pfford no
rent, and can be Wraught only h)c thc pro-
PMW '

Tug loweft price at which coala can be fold
for any confiderable time, is, like chat of all other
gommodities, the price which is b,arcl_y fufficient
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B0 OK toreplace, together with its: ordmary proﬂts; tha
ompmaad ftock which muft be emplqy&d in bringing them

to market, . At a coal-mine for wkich the land-
lord can get no rent, but which he muft either
work himfelf or let it alone altogether, the price
of coals mu[t generally be nearly about' this
price. !

ReNT, even where coals afford one, has gene-
rally a fraaller {hare in their price than in that of
moft other partsof the rude produce of land.
/The rent ‘of an eftate above ground, commonly
amounts to what is fuppofcd to be a third of the
grofs produce ; and it is generally a rent certain
and independent of the'occafional variations in’
the crop.  In coal-mines a fifth of the grofs pro-
duce is a very great rent; a tenth the common
rent, and it is feldoin a rent ccrtam, but depends
upon the occafional variations in the produce.
Thefe are fo great, that in a country where thirty
years purchafe is confidered as a moderate price
for the property of 'a landed cltate, ten years
purchafe’is tegarded as @ good price fer that of
a coal-mine.

- THe value of a coal-mmc to thc propnetor
frequently depends as much upon its' fituation as
upon its fertility, That of a metallick mine
depends more upon its fertility, and lefs upon
itg fituation, © The coarfe, and ftill more the
precious métals,” when feparated from the ore,
are {o valuable that they can generally bear the
expence of i very long land, and of the moft
diftant fea carriage. Their market is not con-
fined to the gov,mtrzcs in' the neighbourhved. of

the
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THE WEALTH OF NATIONS.
the mine, but extends to the whole world. The
copper of Japan makes an article of commerce
“in Europe; the iron of Spain in thac of Chili
and Peru. The filver of Furu finds its way, not
only to Europe, but from Europe to China,
Tux price of coals in Weftmorland or Shrop-
fhire can have little effet on their price at New-
caftle; and their price in the Lionnojs can have
none at all,  The produdions of fuch diftant
coal-mines can’ never be brought into competi-
tion with one another, But the produttions of
the moft diftant metallick mincs frequently may,
and in faé commonly are. The price, there-
fore, of the coarfe, and fill more thag of the
precious metals, at the moft fertile mines in the
world, muft neceffasily more or lefs affe&t their
price at every other in it. * The price of copper

Sr,
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in Japan muft hgve fome influence upon its price

at the copper mines in Europe, The price of
filver in Peru, or the quantity either of labour
ot of other goods which it will purchafe there,
muft have fome influence on its price, not only
at the filver mines of Europe, but at thofe of

China.  After the difcovery of the mines of -

?:Cru, the filver mines of Europe were, the
greater part of them, abandoned.  ‘The value of
filver was fo much reduced that their produce
could no longer pay the expence of working
them, or replace, with a profit, the food, cloaths,
lodging and other neceffaries which were con-
fumed in that operation. - This was the cafe too
with die mines of Cuba and St. Domingo, and

¥4 Ak
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2 00X eyen with the antient mines of Pern, after the
s difcovery of thofe of Potefi, ity
T price of every metal at every mine, there-
fore, being regulated in fome meafure by its
rice at the moft fertile mine in the world that
is aétually wrought, it can at the greater part of
‘mines do very litdle moxe than gz}_ihﬁa expence
of working, and can feldom afford a very high
rent to the Jandlord,  Rent, accordingly, feems
‘a6 the greater part of mines to have bue a fimall
{hare in the price of the coarfe, and a fill froaller
in chat of the precious wetals,  Labour and
profit make up the greater pare of both. -
" A sixrw past of the grofy praduce may be
reckoned the average renc of the tin mines of
Cornwall, the mofE fertile that are known'in the
‘world, as we aré told by the Reverend Mr, Bor-
face, vite-warden of the fannaries, © Some, he
fays, afford more; and fome do not afford. fo
sauch, A fixth patt of the groft produce is the
sént 'too of feveral very fertile fead mines in
SGthand’. Akl WA Kl (ide, b D 5.'*,___ T el b
T thie Rlver mines of Peru, we are told by
Frezier- and’ Tilloa, the proprictor frequently
| exa¥y 1o other acknewledgment ffom the under-
talker of the mine;: but that he will grind the ore
at his will, paying him the ordinary ‘multire or
price of grinding, ST 86y indeed, the tax
of ¢he King of Spain amounted to onesfifth of
e ftanddrd filver, which till. theén might be
chnfidéred as the real rent of the greater part
of the Glver mines of Pery, the richeft which
wave been known in the world, 1f there had been
na




go tax this fifth would naturally have belonged
to the landlord, and many mines might have,
been wrought which enld not then be wroughr,
becaule they covld not afford this tax, The tax
of the duke of Corpwall upon tin is fuppoied to
amount to mose than five per cent. of one-
twentieth part of thevalue; and whatever may
‘be his proportion, it would naturally too belong
to the proprietor of the mine, if tin was duty
free. But if you add one-twentieth to one-fixth,
you will find that the whole average rent of the
tin mines of Cornwall, was to the whole average
rent of the filyer mines of Peru, as thirteen o
twelve.  But the filver mines of Peru are pot
‘now able to pay even this low rent, and the tax
upon filverwas, in 1736, reduced from'one-fifth
to ore-tenth, Even this tax. upon filver too
gives more femptation to finuggling than the tax
of one-twentieth upon tin; and fmuggling muft
be much eafier in the precious than in the bulky
commodity. ' The tax of the king of Spain ac-
cordingly is faid to be very ill paid, and that of
the duke of Cornwall very well.  Rent, there-
fore, it is probable, makes a greater part of the
price of tin at the moft fertile tin mines, than it
does of filver at the moft fertile filver mines in
the world. Afeer replacing the ffock employed in
working thofe different mines, together with its
ordinary profits, the refidue which remains to
the proprietor, is greater it feems in the coarfe,
than in the precious metal.
Niiruir are the profics of the undertakers of
filyer mines commonly very great in Peru, The
: fame
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5o 9K farne moft refpeétable and well informed authorg
\r-r-y! acquaint ug, that when any perfon undertakes to

work a new mine in Peru, he is univerfally
looked upon as a man deftined to bankruptcy
and ruin, and'is upon that account fhunned and
avoided by eyery, body. Mining, it feems, is
cdnﬁdcred there in the fame' light as here, as'a
lottery, in which the prizes do not compenfate
the blanks, though the greatnefs of fome remprs
many adventurers to throw away theu' formnes
in fuch unprbipcrous projects. '
Ks the fowreign, however, derives a conﬂder—
able part of his revenue from the produce of
filyer mines, the law in Peru. gives every pol’ﬁhle
encouragetnent to the dnfcovcry and workmg of
new .ones. Whocver difcovers a new mine, is
entitled to meafure off two hundred and forty~
fix feet in length, according to what he fup-
pofcs to be the d:re&lon of the vein, and half : as
much in breadch. He becomes pmprmtor of
this portion of the mine, and can work it With-
out paying any aanowledgment to the Iandlerd
‘The intercft of the duke of Cornwall has given
oceafion to a regulation nearly of the fime kind -
in that anticnt durchy.  In wafte and uninclofed
lands any perfon. who difcovers a tin mine, ma)
mark out its limits to a certain extent, which is
called boundmg amine, The bounder becomes
the real proprictor of the mine, and inay éither
work it himiclf, or gwe it in leafe to anothcr;
without the confent of the owner of the land, to
- whom, however, a very fmall acknowlcdgmm*

muil be paid upon workmg it, In both. rcgula—-
tiong
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tions the facred rrghts of privite Pl'OPertY are B H .q, .
faci*iﬁced ‘to thc fuppo{‘cél mter(.i’cs oi‘ pubhck iy

rev‘i:nue _
Tre fame enconragemem is given in Peru tq
the' dnfcovcry and working of new gold mines;

and’in’ gold the King's ‘tax amounts only to W

‘twentieth'part of the ftandard metal. Ttwas once
a‘fifth, and afterwards a tenth, as in filver; but
it was found thae the work could not bear even
the loweft of thefe two taxes, If it is rare, how-
ever, fay the fame. authors, Freziet and Ulloa,
_to find upcrfOn who 'has made his fortune by a
filver, it is ftill much rarer to find one who has
done fo by a gold mine. This twentieth part
feems to' be the wholé rent which is paid-by the
gmm?mﬂf the' gold mines in @h&ﬁ and Peru.
Gold too is much more liable'to be fmuggled
than ‘even flvers not only on account of the

fuperior value of the metal in proporrlon to its

bulk, but on account of the chu}ur way in
which nature produces it. - Silver is very feldom
found virgin, but, likg moft other metals; is
generally mineralized with fome other’ body,
from which it is impoflible to feparate it in fuch
quantities as will pay for the expence; but by a
very laborious ‘and tedious  operatior, which
cannot” well be earried on but in worklhoufes
ereéted for the purpofe, ‘and therefore expafed
to the infpection of 'the king’s officers.  Gold,
on the contrary, is alinoft always found virgin.

It is fometimes found in pieces of fome’ bulk s

and even when mized in fmall and almoft infen-
fible particles with fand, earth, and other extra-
y I neous
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PO 0K neous qu;cs, it can bc fepamtcd from them by
u......,;...; a very fhort and fimple operation, which can be

carried on in any private houfe by any body who
is pofiefled of a fmall quantity of mercury. If
the kmgs tax, therefore, is but ill paid upon
filver, it is likely to be much worfe paid upon
gold; and rent muft make a much fmaller patt
of the price of gold, than even of that of filver.
. Tux loweft price at which the precious metals
can be fold, or the finallelt quantity of other
goods for which they can be exchanged during
Jany confiderable time, is regulated by the fame
principles shich fix the loweit ordinary price of
‘all other goods. The fock which mult com-
'monly be employed, the food, cloaths and lodg-
ing which muft commonly be confumed.in bring-
mg them from the mine to the market, determine
at. It muft at leaft be fufficient to replace that
ftock, with the ordinary profits,
- Tremr higheft price, however, feems not to
be neceffarily determined by any thing but the
actual feareity or plenty. of thofe metals them-
felyes. Iv is not determined by that of any
other camu!odxty, in the fame manner as the
price of coals is by that of wood, beyond which
no fearcity can ever raife it. Increafe the fearcity
of gold to a certain degree, and the fimalleft bit
of it may become more precious chan a diamond,
and exchange for a greater quantity of other goods.
. Tue demand for thofe metals arifes partly
from their ut:hl:y, and partl}l from their beauty.
If you except iron, they are more ufeful than,
perhaps, any other mgtal,  As they arci 132
ia
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liable to ruft dnd impurity, they can more cﬁ-f;ly s T a »
be kepr cleany and the utenfils weither of the Cewsmmed.

table or the kitchen are often upon that account

more agrceable when ‘made of them. A filver

boiler 'is more cleanly than a lead, copper, or
tin one; and the famie quality would render a

gold boiler fill better than a filver one.  Their:

principal merit, lowever, arifes: from - their
beauty, which renders them peculiarly fie for
the ornaments of drefs and furniture, 'Né-paim:
or dye can give fo fplendid a colour as gilding.
The merit of their beauty is greatly enhanced
by their fearcity. With the greater part of rich

people, the chief enjoyment of riches confifts in
the parade of riches, which in their eyes is never
fo compleat as when they appear to poffefs thofe
decifive marks of opulence which nobody can
poffefs but themfelves. - In their eyes the merit
of an objeét which is in any degree cither ufeful
or beauriful, is greatly enhanced by its ﬁ:arcity,
or by the great labour which it requires to col-
leét any comfiderable quantity of it, 2 labouy
which nobody can afford to pay but themfelves,
Such objeéts they are willing to purchafe at a
higher price than things much more beautiful
and ufeful, but more common. Thefc_-quaii_tics
of utility, beauty, and fcarci;y, are the original
foundation of the lngh price. of thofe metals,
orof the great quantity of other goods for which
they can every where be exchanged.  This
value was antecedent to and independent of their
being employed as coin, and wis the quality
which firted ‘them for that employment. | That

; : employment,



o
I
[

| THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF
O % employment, however, by occafioning 'a new de-

5ot e ol bl ABRNM I I L et i b

D 1
|

mand, and by diminithing the quantity which
could be employed in any other way, may have
afterwards contributed 1o keep wp or-increafe
their value, i ol i

Tur demand for the precious ftones arifes al-

together from their beauty. They are of no ufe;
but as ornaments ¢ and the merit of their beauty
is greatly enhanced by their fcarcity, or by the
difficulty and expence of gerting them from the
mine. Wages and profit dccordingly make upy
upon ‘moft eccafions, almoft the whole of their

‘high price.  Rent comes in but for a very fimall

thare ; frequently for no fhare; dnd.the moft
fertile mines only afford any confiderable renc.
When Tavernjer, a jeweller, vifited, the dia-
mond mines of Golconda and Vifiapour, he was
informed that the fovereign of the countryy for
whofe benefit they were wrought, had  ordered
all of them to be fhut up, except thofe which
yielded the largeft and fineft ftones. . The others,
it feems; were to the proprietor not worth the
working. : i ek iy vl

. As the price both of the precions metals and
of the precious ftones is regulated all over the
world by their price at the moft fertile mine in it

the rent which a mine of ¢ither can afford to its

proprietor i in proportion; not 0 its abfalute
but to what may called itg relative fertlity, or
to its fuperiority over other mines of the fame
kind. If new mines were difeovered as much

fuperior to thofe of Potofi as they wexe: fuperior,

to thofe of Europe, the, value of filver wight be

fa




fo much degraded as to render even the mines éf ‘

Potofi not worth the working. Before the dif-
covery of the Spanifh Wet Indies, the moft fer=
tile mines in Evrope may have afforded as great
a rent to their proptietor as the richeft mines in
Peru do at prefent. Though the quantity of
filver was much lefs; it might ‘have exchanged
for an equal quantity of other goods; and the
proprietor’s fhare might have enabled him to
porchafe or, command an equal quantity either
of labour or of commodities. The value both
‘of the produce and of the rent, the real revenue
which they afforded both tothe publick and te
the proprietor, might have been the fame,

Tre moft abundant mines either of the pre-
cious metals or of the precious ftunes could add
Jictle to the wealth of the world. = A produce of
which the value is prmctpally derived from its

fearcity, is neceflarily degraded by its abund-

ance. A fervice of plate, and the other frivo-
lous ornaments of drefs and furniture, could be
purchafed for a fmaller quentity of labour, or
for a fimaller quantity of commodities ; and in
this would confit the fole advantage which the
world could derive from that abundance,

Ir is otherwife in eftates above ground. The
value both of their produce and of their rent is
in proportion to their abfolute, and not to their
relative fertility. The land which produces ‘a
certain quantity of food cloathsy and lodging,
can always feed, cloath, and: lodge a certain
number of ‘people ; and whatever may be' the
propnmon of the lmﬂqd, it will always give

him
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B0 0 K Lina poportionable command of the labour of
s thfi pople, and of the cotninodities with which

chae labour can fupply i, The value of the
moft barfen dands is not diminifhed by the
neighbourhood of the moft fertile. 'O the con-
trary, it is generally increafed byie.  “T'he greae
number of people maintained by the fertile lands
afford a market to many pasts of the produee of
the barren, which they could never have found
among ‘thofe whom ' their own produce ‘could
e T gl RS
Whaarsver iticreafes the ferility of land in
producing food, increafes not only the value of
the lands upon which the improvement is be-
ftowed, but contributes likewife to increafe that
of tﬁany other Tands, by ci'cating a new demand
for their produce. That abundance of food, of
which, in confequence of the improvement of
land, many people have the difpofal beyond
what they themfelves can confume, is the great

. chufe of tie demand both for the precious

metals and the precious” ftoncs, ‘as well a5 for
every other corveniency and ornament of drefs,
lodging, houfhold furniture, and  equipage.
Food not only canflicutes the ‘principal part of
the Fiches of the world, but it is the dbundance
of food which gives the principal part of their
value to ‘many other fores of riches.” The poor:
inhabitates of Cuiba and Sti Domingoe, when they”
were firft difcovered by the Spatfiards, ufed to
wear lietle bits of gold as omaments in cheir hair’
and: other parts of their drefs. They fecined to
value them a5 we would do any litje pebbles of
1 fomewhat




ﬁméwhit fote than ordinary beauty, and to con~ -

fider them as jult worth the picking up, but not
worth the refufing to any body who afked them:
They gave them to their niew guefts at the firft
requeft, without feeming to think that they had
inade tkém any very valuable prefent. They
ivere aftonifhed to obferve thie rage of the Spa-
niards to obtain them ; #nd had no notion that
there could any where be a country in which
many people had the difpolel of fo greac a fuper~
fluity of food, fo feanty always among them-
felves, that for 4 very fmall quantity of thofe
slittering baubles they would willingly give as
much as might maintain a whole family for
many years:  Could they have been made to un-
derftarid this; the paflion of the Spaniards would
hot have furprifed them: : | |
PART UL
&F ihe Variations in the Proportion bétween the
refpedtive Values of that Sort of Produce which
always affords Rent, aid of that which fonetimes
does and fowietiies dves mot afford Rent.

+H E incréafiig abundance of foody in con<
" fequence of increafing improvement and
éultivation, muft neceflurily increafe the demand

for every part of the produce of land which is:

fiot food, and which can be applied either to ufe
or tovornament. In the whole progrefs of im-
provementy it might therclore be expeéted, there
fhould be only one variation in the .comparative

Vou, I, o i values
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0.0 % values of thofe two different forrs of produce.
teimpns The value of that fort which fometnmes does and
fometimes does not afford rent; fhould conftantly
rife in proportion to that which always affords
fome rent. As art and indultry advance; the
materials of cloathing and lodging; the ufeful
foffils and minerals of the earth, the precious
metals and the precious ftones fhould gradually
¢ome to be more ‘and more in demand, thould
gradually exchange for a greater and a greater
quantity of food, or in other words, fhould
gradually become dearer and dearer. This ac-
cordingly has been the cafe with moft of thefe
things upon moft occafions, and would have
been the cafe with all of them upon all occafions,
if particular accidents had not upon: fome occa-"
fions increafed the fupply of fome of them ina
{till greater proportion than the demand.

Tue value of a free=ftone quarry, for exam-
ple, will neceffarily increafe with the increafing
improvement and  population of the country
round about it; efpecially if it fhould be the
only one in the neighbourhood, But the value
of a filver mine, even though there fhould not be
another within a thoufand miles of it, will not
neceffarily increafe with the improvement of the
country in which it is fittated. The market for
the produce of a free-ftone quatry can fci,_dqm ex=
tend more than a few miles round about.it, and
the demand muft generally be in proportion to
the improvement and population. of thag finall
diftrict.  But the market for the produce of a

5 . Milyer




filver mine may extend over, the whole known
world, Unlefs the world in general, thercfore,
be advancing in improvement and population,
the demand for Giver might not be at all in-
creafed by the improvement even of a large
country in the neighbourhood of the mine.
Even though the world in general were improv-
ing, yet, ify in the courfe of its imaprayement
new mines fhould be difcovered, much more fer-
tile than any which had been known before,
though the demand for filver would neceffarily
increafe, yet the fupply might imcreafe in fo
much a greater proportion, thac the real price of
that metal might gradually fall; that is, any
given quantity, a pound weight of .it, for exam-
ple, might gradually purchafe or command 2
{maller and .a finaller quanticy of labour, or ex-
change for a finaller and a finaller quantity of
corn, the principal part of the fubfiftence of the
- labeurer. :
Tar great matket for filver is the commercial
and civilized part of the world.
1Ir by the general progrefs of improvement
the demand of this market fthould increafe, while
at the fame time the-fupply did not increafe in
the fame proportion, the value of filver would
gradually rife in proportion to vthat of corn.
- Any given quantity of filver would exchange for
& greatcrand a greater quantity of corn; or, in
other words; the average money price of corn
would gradually become cheaper and cheaper.
I, on the'coptrary, the fupply by fome acci-
dent fhould increafis for many ycars together in a
g i greater
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B0 ° % greater proportion than the demand, that metaf
._,...,'...., would ‘gradually ‘becorne cheaper and cheaper,

or, in other wmds, the average money price of
corn ‘would, in fpite of all improvements, gra-
ﬂuﬂi? becorne dearer and dearer,

"Bot if, on the other hand, the fupply of the
metal fhould increafe nearly in the fame propors
tioh a8’ the demand, it would continue to pur-
chafe or exchange for nearly the fame quantity
of 'corn, and the avcrage moncy price of cornt
would, 'in fpite of aHl 1mpmemems, continue
vcry ‘nearly the fame.

“Trrse three feem to exhauft all the pqﬂible
combinations of events which can happ;cn in the
ptogrefs of improvement; and during the courfe -
of the four centuries preceding the pmfenr, ifwe
may judge by what has happened borh'in France
and Great Bntam, each of thofe three different
combiaations 'feem to- have taken place in the
Fauropean miarker, and nearly in the fame order
o in' which I have here fer them down,

D;;gnﬁ?" on | concerning the. Vatiations. in the Value
of Silver ;ﬁcrmg the Cow_rfe of the: Four Zaﬁ Cear-
Bries.

F:nsT Pznrou.. i

I N 1359, and for foine time before, the avcragt

price of the quarter of wheat in England
feems not to have been eftimated lower than four
ounces of filver, T ower-weight, equal to about
twenty fhillings of our prefent money,  From
' this
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this price it feems to have fallen gréd_gally g O R B
two ounces of filver, equal to about ten thillings Sy

of our prefent money, the price at which we find
it eltimated in the beginning of the fixteenth
centuty, and at which it feems to have continued
to be eftimated till about 1570.

In 1350, being the 25th of Edward HI, was
enadted what is called, The ftatute of labourers.
In the preamble it complains much of the info-
lence of fervants, who endeavoured to raife theic
wages upon their mafters. It therefore ordains,
that all fervants and labourers fhould for the fu-
ture be contented with the fame wages and live~
ries (liveries in thofe times fignified, not only
cloaths, but provifions) which they had been ac-
~ cuftomed to receive in the goth year of the king,
and the four preceding years; that upon this ac-
count their livery wheat fhould no where be
eftimated higher than ten-pence a buthel, and
that it fhould always be in the optien of the
mafter to deliver them either the wheat or the
money, . Ten-pence a buthel, therefore, had in
the asth of Edward I1I, been reckoned a very
moderate price of wheat, fince it required a par-
ticular flatate to oblige f{ervants to accept of it
ia exchange for their ufual livery of provifions;
and it had been reckoned a reafonable price ten
years before that, or in the 16th year of the king,
the term to which the flatute refers. But in the
16th year of Edward I1I, ten-pence contained
about half an ounce of filver, Tower-weight, and
was nearly €qual fo half a crown of our prefent

money. Four, ounces of filver, Tower-weight,
T 3 ' therefore,
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BOOK thercfore, equal to fix fhillings and eighs-pence

‘..-,,.-.J of the money of thofe times, and to near twenty
fliillings of that of the prcfcnt, muit have been |
reckoned a moderate price for the quarter of
eight bufhels.

Tris ftatute is f{urely a better evidence of
what was' reckoned in thofe times a moderate
price of grain, than the prices of fome particular
years which 'have generally been ‘recorded by
hiftorians and other writers on account of their
extraordinary dearne(s or cheapnefs, and  from
which, therefore, it is difficult to form any judg-
mient concerning what fhay have been the ordi-
nary price,  There are, belides, other reafons for
believing that in the beginning of the fourteenth
century, and for fome time before, the common
price of wheat was not lefs than four ounces of
filver the quarter, and that of other grain in pro-
portion:

X' 1309, Ralph de Born, prior of St. Auguf-
tine's, Canterbury, gave a feaft upon his inftalla-
tion=day, of which William Thorn has pre-
ferved; not only the bill of fare, but the prices of -
many’ puncillars - 1n that feaft were confumed,
1ft, fifty-three qharters of wheat, which coft
ninetécn pounds; or feven fhillings and twos
pence a quarter, equal to about one-and-twenty
fhillings and fix-pence of" our prefent money:
adly, Fifty-eight quarters of muale, which coft
feventeen pounds ten fhillings, or fix fhillings a
quarter, equal to about eighteen fhillings of our
prefent money : 3dly, Twenty quatters of oats,
which coft four pounds, or four fhillings a quar-

ter,

THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF
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ter, equal to about twelve thillings of our prefent
money, ' The prices of malt and oats feem here
to be higher than their ordinary propnrtlon ta
the price of wheat,

Tusse prices are not recorded on account of
their extraordinary dearnefs or chcapncfs, but are
mentioned accxdentall}' as the prices altually
paid for large quantities of grain confumed zt 2
feaflt which was famous for irs magniﬁccncq

In 1262, being the s51it of Henry 111, was re-
vived an ancient fatute called, The Afize of
Bread and dle, which, the king fays in the pre-
amble, had been made in the times of his pro-
genitors fometime Kings of England, It is pro-
bably, therefore, as old at leaft as the time of hig
grandfather Henry 11, and may have been as old
as the conqueft, - It regulates the price of bread
according as the prices of wheat may happen to
be, from one fhilling to twenty fhillings the
quarmr of the money of thofe times, But fta-
tutes of this Kind are generally prefumed to pro-
vide with cqual care for all deviations from the
middle price, for thofe below it as well as for
thofe above it,  Ten fhillings, therefore, con-
taining fix ounces of filver, Tower-weight, and
equal to about thirty fhillings of our prefcnt mo-
ney, muft, ypon this fuppqﬁnan, Have been
reckoned the midadle price of the quarter of
wheat when this ftatute was ﬁrﬁ: enadted, and
muft have continued o be fo in the srft of
Heary L. We cannot therefore be very wrong
in fuppoﬁng that the middle price was not lefs
;ha,p one-third of the higheéft price at which this

T 4 ftatute
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# 9 q K fratute regulates the price of bread, or'than fi
\.--y--.a fhillings and eight-pence of the money of thofe
! times, containing § four oupces of filver, Towers

weight.

Froum thefe d:ﬁ'ercnt faéts, therefore, we {'eem
to haye fome reafon to conclude, that about the
midde of the fourteenth century, and for a con-
ﬁdcr&blc time ‘before, the ayerage or ordinary
price of the quarter of wheat was not fuppofed to

be lefs than four ounces of filver, Tower-weight.

From about the middle of the fourteenth to
the beginning of the fixteenth century, what was
reckoned the reafonable and moderate, that is the
ordinary or average price of wheat, feems to have
funk gradually to about one-half of this price;
fo as at laft.ro have fyllen to about two ounces of
filver, Tower-weight, equal to about ten fhillings
of our prefent money. It continued to be efti-
mated at this price till about 1570,

In the houfhold book of Henry, the fifth ear]
of Northumberland, drawn up in xg12, there are
two different eftimations of wheat. *In one of
them it is computed at fix fhillings and eight-
pence the quarter, ‘in the other at five fhillings
and e:ght-pcnte opl‘y In 1512, fix fhillings
and eight-pence contained only two ounces of
filver '%'qwer-wclgbt, and were equa! tq about
ten fhillings of our prefent money,

“ From the ;-.5th of Edward 111, to the begin-
ning of the reign of Elizabeth, during the fpace
of more than two hundred years, fix fhillings and
cight-pence, it appears from feveral different
mtptcs, had continued to be confidered as what

i

e v
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is called the moderate and: reafonable, that is the ¢ 1 A P-
ordinary or average price of wheat. . The quans jweyms

tity. of filver, howeyer, contained in that nomi-

pal fum was, during the courfe of this period,
continually diminifhing; in coni’uquenc; of fome
alterations which were made in the coin,  But
the increafe of the value of filver had, it feems,
{o far compenfated the diminution of the quan~
tity of it contained in the fame ,nommal fum,
that the legiflature did not think it worth while
to attend to this circumitance,
THus in 1436 it was enacted, that wheat m;ghr
be exported without a licence when the price was
fo low as ix fhillings and eight-pence: And in
1463 it was enacted, that no wheat fhould be im-
por;cd 1.( the price was not above fix fhillings
and eight-pence the quarter, The legiflature
had xmagm&d, that whcn the pncc was fo low,
there could be no inconvenjency in exportation,
but that when it_rofe higher, it became prudent
to allow of importation, . Six fhillings and eight-
pence therefare, containing about  the fame
quantity of filver as thirteen fhillings and four-
pence of our prefcnt money (onc tlurd Par: lc;s
than the [mc nominal fum contamed in the q;nc
of Edward [1.), had jin fhof'c times Bccq con-
fidered aswhatis cal_]cd thr: mpd:,ra:c and r%qu-
“able price of wheat., . |

3 In: 1554, by the 1ft and, ad of. Ph,dzp,, nd
Mary ; and in 1558, by the 1ft, of Ehqup;b,,j.hc
‘exportation of wheat jwas. in Lht; ﬁy};c manner
.prohabited, v\.henevcr the price of the quarter
fpauld exceed fix ﬂulll;ga .and eight - R:ncc,

which
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¢ Which did not then contain two penny worth

‘--i--’ more filver than the fame nominal fum does’

at prefent, But it had foon been found that
to reftrain ‘the exportation of wheat till the
price was fo very low, was, in redlity, to prohi-
bit it altogether, In 1562, thercfore, by the sth
of Elizabeth, the exportation of wheat was al--
lowed from certain ports whenever the price of
the quarter fhould not exceed ten fhillings, con-
taining ncarly the fame quantity of filver as the
like nominal fum does at prefenc, This price
had at this time, thercfore, been confidered ag
what is called the moderate and reafonable price
of wheat. It.agrees nearly with the eftimation
" of the Northumberland book'in 1512,

Tuar in France the average price of grain
was, in the fame manner, much lower in the end
of the fiftcenth and beginning of the fixteenth
century, than in the two centuries preceding,
has been obferved both by Mr, Dupre de St,
Maur, and by the elegant ‘author of the Effay on
the police of grain. Its pnce, during the fame
period, had probably funk in’the fame manner
through the greater pare of Europe,

Tuts rife in the value of filver in proportion
to that of corn, may either have been owing al-
together to the increéale of the demand for that
metal, in confequence of mcreaﬁng improve-
ment and culrivation, the fupply in the mean
time continuing the fame as before: Or, the de-
mand continuing the fame as before, it may have
been owing altogether to the gradual diminution
of the fupply; the greater' part of the mines

which
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which were then known in the world, being © ¢ Ul
much exhaufted, and confequently the expence Camems
of working them much increafed: Or it may
have been owing partly to the one and partly
to the other'of thofe two circumftances. In the
eid of the fifteenth and beginning of the fix-
teenth centuries, the greater part of Europe was
approaching towards a more fettled form of go-
vernmaent than it had enjoyed for feveral ages
before, The increafe of fecurity would natu~
rally increafe induftry and improvement; and
the demand for the precious metals, as well as
for every other luguty and ornament, would na-
torally increafe with the increafe of riches. A
greater anntal produce would require a greater
quantity of coin to circulate it; and a greater
number of rich people would require. a greater
quantity of plate and other ornaments of filver.
It is nacural to- fuppofe too, that the greater
part of the miines which then fupplied the Euro-
pean market with filver, might be a good deal
exhaufted, and have become more expenfive in
the working. They had been wrought many of
them from the time of the Romans.
It has bBeen the opinion, however, of the
greater part of thofe who have written upon the
prices of commodities in-antient times, that,
from the Conqueft, perhaps from the invaion of
Julius Caefar till the difcovery of the mines of
America, the value of filver was continually
diminithing. This opinion they feem to have
been led ‘into, partly by the obfervations which
they had occafion t make upon the prices both
s . Of
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v OLO K of corn and of fome other parts of the rude proa

ey duce of land ; and partly by the popular notion,
that as the quantity of filver naturally increafes
1 every counery with the increafe of wealth, fo'
ts value diminifhes as its quantity increafes. '

4 their obfervations upon the prices of corn,
three different circumflances feem fmqucntly to
have mifled them.

First, In antient times almoft all rents were
peid in kind; in a certain quantity of corn,
cactle, poultry, &c. Ir fometimes happened,
however, that the landlord would ftipulate, that
he fhould be at liberty to demand of the tenang,
eithér the anmual paymens in kind, or a certain
{um of money inftead of it.  The price at which
the payment in kind was in this manner ex.
changed for a certain fum of money, is in Scot-
land called the converfion price. As the option
is always in the lindlord to take gicher the fub-
ftance or the price, ic is necefiary for the fafety
of the tenant, that the converfion price. thould
rather be below than above the average | market
price. +In many places, accordmgly, it is not
much above ope-half of this price, Through
the greater part of Scotland this cuftom fhll
continues with regard to poultry, and in fome
places with regard to cattle, - It mighe probably”
have continued to take place too with regerd to
corn, had not the inftitution of the publiék' fiars
put'anend to it. ~ Thefe are annual valuations,
according to the judgment of an affize, of the
average price of ali the differént forts of grain,
and of all the ditferent qualities of each, accords

ing
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Ing to the afual marker price in every different © F 4 ®
eounity. This inftitution rendered it fufﬁmendy l-—-v—-'
fafe for the tenant, and much more convenient
for the landlord, to convert, as they call it; the
orn rent, rather’ ag what fhould happen to be
the price of the fiars of each year; than at any
certain fixed price,  But the writers who have
colle@ed the prices of corn in antient timesy
feem frequently to have miftaken what is called
in Scotland the converfion price for the actual
market price.  Fleetwood acknowledges, upon
one occafion, that he had made this miftake..
As he wrote his book, however, for a particular
purpofe, he does not think proper to make this
acknowledgment till after tranfcribing this con-
verfion price fifteen times. The price is cighe
fhillings the quarter of wheat, This fum in
1423, the, year at which he begins wichvity con-
tained the fame quantity of filver as fixteen fhil-
lings of our prefent money. But in 1562, the
year at which he ends with it, it contained no
more than the fame nominal fum does at pre-
fent.

SECONDLY, The)r have been m:ﬂed by the flo-
venly manner in which fome aptient ftatutes of
affize had been fometimes tranfcribed by lazy
copiers; and fometimes perhaps actually com=
pofed by the Jegiflature. .

T're antient ftatuces of aize feem to have bc-
gun almys with deiermining what ought to be
¢he price of bread and ale when the price of
wheat and barley were at the loweft, and to have
proceeded. gr&duallx to determine what it oughs

o
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B 06K ¢ ad pretiun bladi?™ << You fhall judge of thé
e €€ remainifig cafes aceording to what ‘is above
¢ written having a refpéét to the priceof corn.”
Prmory, They feem to kave been mifled too
by ‘the very Tow price at' which whear was fomes
times f6ld in very ‘antiént tidies ;“and: to have
imagided, that as its loweft price was ‘then much
lower thari in ‘later ‘titties, its' ordinary ‘price -
muft’ likewife have béen’ much Tower: They
might have fouhd, however, that in thofé antient”
times, its higheft price was fully as much above, -
451t loweft price Was below any'thing that had
ever been knbwn in Kater times. " Thus it 1970 11
Fleetwood gives us two prices of ilie quartet of
wheat. The one'is four pounds fixecen thillings -
of ‘the moucy of ‘thofe times; equal tor fourceen '
pounids eight fhillings of thav of the prefent; the !
other is fix pounds eight thillings, equal tonine.-
reen pounds four fhillings of our prefent money,
Nb pricé can be found in the end of the fifteenth;
or beginning of the fixceenth century, which aps
proaches to the extravagance of thefe. | The
price of corn, though at all times liable wo varias -
tions;, varies moft i thofe ' turbulent and dif-
ordérly focieties,” in'which the interruption of alk .
cotnmerce afd communication hinders the plenty |
of ‘one part of the country from relieving, the .
fcdreity “of ‘another. (I the diforderly: fate of,
England under the Plantagenctsywho goverred it ,
frém aboat the middle of the twelfehy il tos.
wards ‘the ‘ehd  of : the fifceenth century,.-one’ .
diftrié ‘might be in -plenry, while another at.no
great” diftasice; by having' its - crop: deftroyed
Gt . either
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either by fome accident of the feafons, or by the
incurfion of fome neighbouring bacon, might be
fuffering all the horrors of a famine ; and yet if
the lands of fome hoftile lord were interpofed
between them, the omne might not be able to
give the leaft affiitance to the other. Under the
vigorous adminiftration of the Tudors, who go-
verned England during the latter part of the
fifteenth, and through the whole of the fixteenth
century, no baron was powerful enough to dare
to difturb the publick fecuricy.

Tus reader will find at the end of this chapter
all the prices of wheat which have been colleéted
by Fleetwood from 1202 to 1497, both inclufive,
reduced to the money of the prefent times, and
digefted according to the order of time, into
feven divifions of twelve years each. At the
end of each divifion too, he will find the average
price of the twelve years of which it confifts. In
that long period of time, Fleetwood has been
able to colleét the prices of no more than eighty
years, fo that four years are wanting to make out
the laft twelve years. - I have added, therefore,
from the accounts of Eton college, the prices of
1598, 1§99, 1600, and 1601, Iris the only addi-
tion which I have made. The reader will fee that
from the beginning of the thirteenth, till.after the
riddle of the fixteenth century, the average price
of each twelve years grows gradually lower and
lower; and that towards the end of the fixteenth
century it begins to rife again. The prices,
indeed, which Fleetwood has been able to col-
leét; feem to have béen thofe chiely which were

iNMou. 1. 8] remark
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W09 K remarkable for extraordinary dearrefs or choap«
Gt nefs 5 and I do not pretend that any very cercain
conclufion can be: drawn from them.  So far,
however, as they prove any thing at ally they
confirm the account which I have been endea~
vouring to give.  Fleetwood himfelf, however,
feems, with maft other writers, to have believed,
that during all this period the value of filver; in
confequence: of its increafing abundance; was
eontinually diminifhing. ‘The prices of cormn
which he himfelf has collected, certainly do- not
agree with this opinion. They agree perfe@ly
with that of Mr. Dupré de St. Maur; and with
that which I have been endeavouring to explain.
Bifhop Fleetwood and Mr. Dupré de St. Maur
are the two authors who feem to have colleéted;
with the greateft diligence and fidelity, the prices.
of things in antient times, - It is fomewhat curi=
ous that, though their opinions are fo very dif-
ferent, their facts, {0 far as they relate to the price
of corn at leaft, fhould coincide fo very exactly.
It is not, however, fo much from ‘the low
price of corn, as from that of fome other parts
of the rude produce of land, that the moft judis
elous writers' have inferred ‘the grear value of
filver in thofe very antient titnes. ' Corn, it has.
been faid, being a fort of manufaGure, was, in.
thofe rude ages, much.dearer in proportion’ than
the greater 'part of other commodities; it is
meant; I fuppofe; than the greater part of un-
manufadtured commodities 5 fuch as cartle, poul-
tryy game of all kinds; &c.  That in thole. tites.
of poverty and barbarifin thefe were proportion
TR ¥ : gb]y
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true, - Bur this. cheapnefs was not the effect of ‘rrm:!..

the high value of filver; but of the low value of
thofe commodities, It was. pot becaufe filver
would in fuch times purchafe or seéprefent a
greater quancity of labour, but becaufe f{uch
commedities would purchafe or reprefent a much
fmaller quantity than in times of more opulence
_and. improvement, . Silver muft. certainly be
cheaper in Spanifh America thap in Europe; in
the country where it is produced, than in the
country to which it is brought; at the expenceiof
a2 long carriage both by land and by fea, of a
freight and an  infurance, = One-and-twenty
pence halfpenny fterling, hpwmncr, we are told
by Ullos, was, not many. years ago, at Buenos
Ayres, the price of an ox chofen from a herd of
three or four huadred. Sixteen (hillings fterling,
we are told by Mr. Byron; was the price of a
good horfe:in the capital of Chili.  In a coungry,
naturally fertile, but of which the far greater
pact is altogether uncultivated, cactle, poulery,
game of all kinds, &c. as they can be acquired
with, & very fmall quantity of labour, fo_ they
w;ll purchafe or cnmmand but a very fmall quan-
The low money price, for which they may
be I‘o;d, is.n0.proof that the real value of, filver
is there .vczyrhxgh bur. that the real value of
thofe commodities is wery low. :
hasour; it mufl always be. rcmcmbered a.nd
mwpmhr commodity or fett of comma-
dities; is the: real meafure of the value, both of

mver and of all other commadities. :
U2 Bur
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00K | Bupin countries!almoft walte, or but. thinly
\_...,...,...- inhabited; - cattle;, poulery, game ‘of all kinds;’
&¢, as they are the fpoataneous prodnéhom of
nature, fo fhe frequently produces them in much
greater quantities-than the confumpticn of ‘the’
inhabitants requires. (In fuch a ftare of things:
the fupply commonly exceeds the demand. “In
different frates of fociety, in different ftages of
improvement, therefore, fuch commodities will
reprcfent, or be equivalent to, very | dxtfcsent
_ quantitiés of labour.) - . | L
1w every fate of fociety, in every ﬂ:age of im-
provement, corn is the produétion of human lin-
duftry. But the average produce of every fort’
of induftry is always fuived, more or lefs exaétly,
to ithe average confumptxon the average fupply
to the average demand. ' In every diffcrent ftage
of improvement, befides, the railing of equal
quantities of corn in’the fame foil and ‘climate;
will, 'at'an average; require nearly equal quan-
titics. of labour; of what comes to the fame
thing; the price of inearly equal quantities; the
continual ‘increafe of the produltive powers of
labour in an improving ftate of cultivation,
being more or lefs counter-balanced by the con-
tinually increafing price of cattle, the principal
inftruments of ‘agriculture.” Upon all thefe ac-
counts; therefore, we may reft affured, that'equal
quantities of corn will, in every ftate of fociety,
in‘every ftage of improvement, more nearly re-
prefent, or be equivalent to, equal'quantities of
laboury than equal quantities of any other part’
of the rudc produee of land. © Corn, accordingly,
- it
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it (has already been obferved, s, in all the dif-
ferent ftages of wealth and 1mpmvcmcnt, a rhore
accurate meafure of value than any other com-
modity or fett of commodities.  In all thofe dif-

ferent ftages, therefore, we can j‘pdge better of

the réal walue! of filver, by comparing it with

corn, than by comparing it with nny other com-

modity, or fetr of commaodities.

" Couwy befides, or whatever el is the com-
mon and favourite vegetable food of the people,
conftitutes, in every civilized country, the prin-
cipal part of the fubfiltence of the labourer, “In
confequence ' of the extenfion of agriculture, the
land of every country produces a much greater

quantity of vegetable than of animal foed, and

the. wwcmtwl;gra Adives: chiefly upnn: ‘the
wholefnuwmd that is cheapeft and moft abund-

Bu;elwwmeet, except lin the moft thrive
mg countries, or where labour is moft highly

rewarded, moakes but an infignificant part of his®

fubfiftence: poultry makes a fkill fmatler part of it,
and game no part of it,, In France, and even in
Scotland, where labour is fomewhat better re-
warded than in France, thelabouring poor fel-
dom eat butcher’s-meat; except upon  holidays,

and, other extraordinary occafjons,  The money:

pﬂccof labour,, therefore, {depcnds much more

upon, the average money price of corn, the fubs’

fiftence of . the labourer, than upon that of but-

cher’s-meat, o of  any-other part of the rude.

produce of; Jand., . The real value of gold and

filyer, - therefore;  the real .quanticy of labour.

which they can, purchafe. or command, depends
mpch more upon the quantity of corn which

U3 they
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2 b o« thes cﬁn df’chai% ot comm an*ﬁ than ﬁﬁon"ﬂzat
Cgu:cﬁcr 5~ meat, or any o}}'ﬁtr Part of fg'lruﬂc
Rroducg gf fand. " i
St c’d ﬂl ﬁ: obﬁ::‘vations ’hovgcv F* ; m
f}?f' mhﬁt of com or o E&_ corﬁ mes
oulé ribt rohably havc mlﬂna 0 ma y”:ntclii
t mhors, had they nor ‘been mﬂ'}e 1, at
Sa}‘ 8 ¥
& ame time, by the puhr notron, that as
| céuant:ry of filver natnrali)r mcrcaﬁ:s n ever
¢ untry with theé mér’éafe of wealth, 1o its vaiuc
min s ai it quagmy 1nctcafcs “This ho-

fiems to be altbgct ct'_*' ”_’fx‘hd‘léfs.
uam::‘fy of the ﬁ: ecious metals may |
bia7 iy CouAty ) B SRR ity

%itw firft, from che increafed dbundance ome
mines which fupply i, or, fecondly, l‘mﬁ the
""rf?l’é.lfcd wealth of the peoplé Hor ‘the in-
re:afe& roduce of their annial Yabour. 'f'fu.
ﬁ’rft of tﬁéﬁ: caufés is no doubt neceffarily con-
qe&ed with the d:mmuﬂod of "the’ val’ue of' t'ﬁt:
y :Pi'mous metils; but the fecond s not,
Wm.n more. “abufidant minet are difee 'f-_:t,
grédret “quantity 'of “the precious’ yhetal{ "1
! Hroughr to markﬁr, and the quanticy of the e~
) "*ceﬁ’rles and convenienciés of fife for which they
mult e exchanged ‘being the' fame as Eefdﬂ-
udl qhantitict of the meeals thutt bet’nﬁ
é*fmallcr quantities ‘of commodities. Sﬂ"
:hcln’cfow, as the intreafe of the eflf&nt'ﬁy of the
"preciatis métals fa dny cotintry arifes from' thefh-
creafed abtihdance of ‘the ‘mines, it is ncc:ﬂ'a&‘ﬁ
; connc&ed with foﬁae‘a‘iﬂnﬁhnoﬁ of their value,
Wiy, on ‘the contrary, e wtaltﬁ'ﬁt}f’ﬁ'ly
(.‘oumry nncrcafcs, when the annual preduce of
its




iits Jabour becomcs, gradualely greater md greater,
Agreater: quantuy of coin becomes necefliary in
order to circulate a greater quantity of commo-
«dities ;' and the people, as they cin afford it, as
they have more commodities to give for it; will
naturally purchafe a grcar.cr and a greater quan-

@L

c‘ﬂ A.P.

ity of plate. The quanuty of their coin will -

inereafe from necefficy ; ‘the quantity of  their
plarc from vanity and oftentation, or from the
Jfame reafon. that the quantity of fine ftatues,
pictures, and of every other luxury and curiofity,
s lxkcly to increafe among them. But as fta-
tuaries and painters are not likely to be worfe
sewarded in times of wealth and profperity, than
in times of poverty and depreffion, {fo gald and
Slver are not Jikely to be worfe paid for, &
Tuz price of gold and flver; when lbo acci-
dwal difcovery of move abundant mincs does
not keep it down, as it naturally rifes with ¢
wealth of cvery country, 0, whatever be !
frate of the mines, it is at all times naturally
bigherin a rich than in a poor country. Gold
and filver, Jike all otler commodmes, naturally
feek the market ywhere the beft price is given for
them, and the befk price is commonly given for
every thing in the covuntry which can beft afford
it.  Labouy, it muft be remembered, is the ulti.
mate price which is psud for every thing, and in
countries where labour is equally well rewarded,
the money price of labour will ‘be in pmportipn
to that of the fubfiftence of the labourer. Bur
goid and filver will naturally exchange for a
gz-catcr qumury of fubfiftence in a rich than in a
U4 poor
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poar country; in a-country which abounds with
fubfiftence, than in one which is but indiffer-

entlyfupplied-with it:. If the two countries are
ot a great: diftance; the  difference may: be wvery
 great; tbecaufe though the metals naturally By
. feom 'the worfe to the better - market, yet it may
hedifficult to: tranfpore them in: fuch: quantities
s fto bring their price nearly to-a level in both.
.Af the countries are near, the difference will be
. fmaller, -and ‘may fometimes be {carce pereep-

#ible; « becaufe ‘iniithis cafe the tranfportation
will be eafy. China is a much richer country

- ahan any pareof Europe, and- the difference be-

twecn: the price of fubfiftence in! China and in

- Europe: is very: (great. Rice in China is' much

¢heaper than wheav is any where ' in  Europe.
-Bogland is'a much richer (country than Stot-

landy but the difference between the money-

price, of ¢orn in thofe two countries is much

Aaller, and is but juft perceptible. « In propor-

tion. to  the quaatity or meafure, Seotch ¢orn
grenerally appears to be a good deal cheapey than
Englifh; but in proportion to its quality, it is

_qertainly fomewhat -dearers,  Scotland | receives

almolk, eyery year very. large fupplies from Eng-
Jand, and every commodity mufk commonly: be
fpmewhat dearer in the country to which: it is
brought than. i that from. which .ir comes,

~ Eaglith corn, therefore, mull be,dearer in Scot-

#éﬁi than in England,; and ye in proportion to

its” ;f}ligy, or; to the quantity and  goodnefs of
the flour or meal, which can be made from it, it

_+annot commanly be fold higher there, than the

deird - Seotch

F'FIT!-'!I'E-'-.’PT" o IR '.’T"'.T‘."],ri',."‘"":.?WIT:W:T.’-{'!.!'_':!, "5". - ':II_'.j-.m[‘.m-(.
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Scoteh corg.which, comes 1o, mukcﬁ m:ﬂﬁmpﬁn-
m*ﬂiﬂ’mﬂ- A b L s AR Bad ) Ver)
i Taso difference | between thc ~money, price’ of
‘labowr in Chinaand in: Europe, 'is. ftill greater
‘than/ that between the money price of fubfift-
‘ence’; becanfesthe peal ‘recompence of labour s
~higher in: Europe, than in Ching, ‘the greater
part of Europe:being in: an improving ftate,
while China feems tobe: ﬂ:andmsﬁﬁm 1 The
money price of Jabour is lower in Seotland than
in:England becaufe the realirecompence of la-
‘bour is much dower 5 Scotland, though radvinc-
ing to greater wealthy advancing much ‘more
+fpwly than Englandy: The (r!rcquqmy'of emi-
- gration from Fwntland andthe rarity of it from
 England;, fufficiently prove that the demand for
Jlabour tmmuﬁ&-wﬁmm “two icountries.
‘The proportion between: the mealimomprnw lof
lgbour in different countries, it muft be remeh-
bered, is naturally regulated, notiby: their af¥dal
 wealth or poverty, but, by their advuncmg, u[tu.
tionary, or declining condition, o o 1
~10/Goro and filver, as they are: naturany %f thc
- greateft value among the richeft, o they dre na.
turally of the: leatt-value 'ainong the pocreft rta -
“tionss ~Among favages;ithe: pooteft of d!‘ 'Ha-
- tions, they.are of fcarce any value, . o vval
L g‘l‘a!‘mns‘%m ‘s always’ cfé”arcg‘ than in
reimiote partd of che country This however, is
theeffe®, nov of the real Eﬁéipﬁeﬂi of fitver, Eus
of the 'ﬁi *d’éarﬂﬂ”ﬁ Cﬂllﬁ S Ib\dﬂclsuhot coﬂ:
" Jefs labour to bring filver €6 thie’great towh than
- toithe remdte  pacts of ‘the'eduritry’y but it cofts
@ great deal more to bring corn.
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2K lu fome: very rich #nd commercial countries,
u-w fuch as, Hallamdfpndf;,he territory. of Genoa, ¢orn
is dear for the fame reafon that it/is dear i i’ great
towns,  They do not produce enaugh 0 main-
tain their mhimtmts. They are rich in the in-
duftry ‘and fkill of thieir artificers and ‘manus
fa&p’hﬁrﬁ; in every fort of maclhﬂrry which can
facilitate and bridge labour;” in'Mhipping, and
in 4l the orher inftruments and- iveans of ‘car-
riage and commerce s but they are peor i corn,
which, us it muft be broughit to theth from dife
1ant bounmcs, mﬁ&,‘by an addition t6' its price,
pay for the carriage from thofe countries. It
does not coft lefs labour to! ‘bring filver to Am.
fiérdam than 1 Dantzick ; but it cofts & grear
deal more o bring corn.  The real coft of filver
muft be nearly the fame in both places; but
that of corn muft be very different. ;. Diminifh
the real opulence either of Holland or of theter~
ritory of Genda, while the ‘number: of their inhas
bitants remains the fame: diminifh their; power
of fapplying themfelves from difkant countries ;
add the price of corn,’ anfﬂpd of figking with
that diminution in the quantity of ihdl:'xﬂur,
sihich  muft neceflarily, accompany dtis; declen-
-ﬁqq,m asits caufe onas itsteffedh, will rife to
the price of a famines ) MWhen Wawnhm?ﬁ
negelaries we muﬁ;par; with all fuper@yities, o
which the value, as it rifes ig tlmnes_ ,op{ulm
jad pro{pcn:y, fo it finks ingimes o {lﬂmﬁr;wd
d iftrefs. It is thcrmﬁ: with nece - Their
xdalprlu, th quantity of l'abom which. they can
purdu.ﬁ: or command, nfca in cimgs of poverty
and difbrels, and Ginks in tines of opulence and
profperity,
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profperiry, which are always tiies of gréat cr;; P
abundance ; for'they could not otherwife be iy

fimes of opulence and profperity. Corn is a
ncceﬂ"ary, filver is only a ﬂlperﬁmty ki

Wmnvm, tﬁcrgé'orc, may havc been tht,-. m-
creafe in the quantity of the, _precious mztalg,
which, dur.lng the pcnoc‘l between the middle of
the fourteenth and that of the ﬁxteg-nth century,
' arofc from the mcrcafc of wcalth an.d Amprove-
!nqnt, it could haye no tenélcncy to dlmlmﬂz
their value cither in Great Britain, or in any
o:her part of Europe If thofe wﬁo havc qol-
l&ed :he prices of thmgs in_ancient times,

hercforc had during this Eerlod no gcafpn to
g;;fcr the 1mmqmoriiof tﬁc valuc of ﬁIw.rer,h ﬁ‘om
3‘:@? ol feryaugm wh ich. thcy id made W the
rices cither of cor or of g:hcr comn'&odl‘t;cs,
51 a} il J‘efs rca on to mfcr it from any ﬁ.l_p—
Pofcd mcrmﬁ: of wr.a]th and Jmprow.mear,

4]
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BU 'I‘ hﬁw wﬁeus foever may ham ’oeenthe

‘opinions of the leared concerning’ the pro-

grefs of the value of filver during this firft pe-

riod, they are unanimous concemxhg it &uﬁng
the fecond.

" From about 1570 to about 1640, during a
period of about feventy yéars, the variation in
the ‘proportion between the value of filver and
'that of eom, held a quite oppofite courfe.  Sil-

ver



