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thofe which are always the fame or very nearly c RA 
the fame. w 'v *J

N ot only the art of the farmer, the general 
direction of the operations of hufbandfy, but 
many inferior branches of country labour require 
much more fkiil and experience than the greater 
part of mechanick trades. The man who works 
upon brafs and iron, works with inftruments- and 
upon materials of which the temper is always the 
fame, or very nearly the fame. But the man who 
ploughs the ground with a teunri of horfes csr oxen, 
works with inftruments of which the health, 
ftrength, and temper are Very different upon dif­
ferent occafions. The condition of the materials 
which he works upon too is as variable as that ol 
the inftruments which he works with, and both 
require to be managed with much judgment ami 
diferetion. The Common ploughman, though 
generally regarded as the pattern of ftupiditv 
and ignorance, is ftldom defective in this judg­
ment and diferetion. He is lefs accuftomed, 
indeed, to focial intercourfe than the mechanick 
who lives in a town. His voice and language 
are more uncouth and more difficult to be un- 
derftood by thofe who ate not ufed to them. His 
underftanding, however, being accuftomed to 
confider a greater variety of ohje^sj is generally 
much fuperior to that of the other, whefe whole 
attention from morning till night is commonly 
occupied in performing one or two very fimple 
operations. How much the lower ranks of people 
in the country are really fuperior to thofe of the 
$own, is well known to every mean whom either 

O 3 buftnefs.
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» O OK. bufinefs or curiofity has l<?d to converfe much
,__!'r__. with both. In China and Indoftan accordingly

both the rank and .the wages of country labourers 
are laid to be fuperior to thofe of the greater 
part of artificers and manufacturers. They would 
probably be fo every where, if corporation laws 
and the corporation fpirit did not prevent it.

T he fuperiorky which the induilry of the 
towns has every where in Europe over that of 
the country, is not altogether owing to corpora­
tions and corporation laws; I t is fupported by 
many other regulations. The high duties upon 
foreign manufactures and upon all goods inn- 
ported by alien merchants, all -tend to the fame 
purpofe. Corporation laws enable the inhabi­
tants of towns to raile the; prices, without fear­
ing to be under-lbkl by the free competition of 
their own countrymen. Thofe other regulations 
fecure them equally again® that of foreigners.
The enhancement of price occafioned by both is 
every where finally paid by the landlord's,- farm­
ers, and labourers of the country, who have 
fcklom oppofed the eftablilhrnent of fueh ■ mono­
polies. They have comptonly -neither • inclina­
tion- nor ntnefs- to enter into combinations ; and 
the clamour and Jcphiftry of merchants and ma­
nufacturers ealily periuade them that the private 
intereft of a part, and of a fubotxlinate part of 
the focicty, is the general intereft of the whole.

I n Great Britain the fuperionty of the induftry 
of the towns over that of the country, feems to 
have been greater formerly than in the prefent 
times. The wages of country- labour approach

nearer



nearer,to th o fe  o f  m arm .fn& unrig la b o u r , .an d  m e c rj. v '• 
profits, o f  ( lo c k  em p lo y e d  in agr icu ltu re  to  thaip  'r^y^rr*: 
o f  trading, and m arn,ifsft^rt(»g f to tu , than t'lKVj 
are la id  to h a re  done, in  the laft c c r .u c y , or in. 
th e  b e g in n in g  o f  th e p r e fe n t. T h is  ch a n g e  m ay  
be reg a rd ed  as the occefrary , th o u g h  very kite  
c o n fe q p e n e e  o f  th e extraordinary' ep co u ra g p in en t  

g iv e n  to  th e  indpftry  of t J j c  to w n s. I  he . f l o c k  

accumulated to th em  c o m e s  in  time to  b e  to 
g rea t, th a t it  can no lo n g e r  ue e m p iq ; p l  wult 
th e s « |ie n t  p rofit ip  th a f Ipecie? o f  in d u ilry  
w h ich  vs p ecu lia r  to  th em . I  hat m d u tiiy  has 
its  l im i t s , l ik e  every  o th er  > anu tn e in c .e a ie  of 
f lo c k , by in crea fin g  th e  c o m p etitio n ,, necefia*
$ y  reduces the profit. The lowering of grprfl 
in the town forces o;ut ftpek tp the country, 
where, by cheating a new, cleipand for cpuipry 
labour, it necefTanly raifes its Wage's* I t dien 
Ipreaiks. itfelf, if I may fay fo, over the face of 
the land, and k,y being employed in agriculture 
js in payt reftored to die country, at dye ezpencq 
©f syflich, in a great meafure, it had originally 
been ac,cumulated in the town. That every 
where in kurope the greatefl improvements of 
the country have been oyying to flich overflow­
ings of the .flock originally accumulated in the 
towns, T * W i endeavour to fliow hereafter ; and 
at the fame time to tkmnonftrate, that though 
fome countries have by this corn.a attained to a 
confiderable degree of opulence, it is in .itfelf 
neipeflarily flew, uncertain, liable to be uifiuroi d 
and interrupted by innumerable accidents, and 
in every reipeft contrary to the order of nature 
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h °>.° K an(j  o{ rCalon* TIM? interefts, prejudices, laws 
u y— j  and c.’ftoms which have given occafion to it, I 

Aail endeavour to explain as fully and diftinftiy
as * can m d® tWra and fourth books of this 
enquiry,

P eo? i..b of the fame trade feldom meet toge­
ther, even tor merriment and diverfion, but the 
cpnverfation ends in a confpiracy againft the 
ptibiiclc, or in fome contrivance to raife prices.
It is impoffible indeed to prevent fuch meetings,’ 
by any law which either could be executed, °or 
would be confident with liberty and juftice. But 
though the Jaw cannot hinder people of the fame 
trade from Sometimes aflembling together, it 
ought to do nothing to facilitate fitch aflemblies; 
mud, left to render them ncccilary,

A REoutATiON which obliges ail thofe of the 
the lame trade in a particular town to enter their 
names and places of abode in a publick regiftef. 
facilitates fuch aftcrdllies. It conn efts indivi­
duals wno might never otherwife be known to 
one another, and gives every man of the trade a 
direftion where to find every other man of it.
_ *  “ ^ cation which enables thofe of the fame 
trade to tax thcmielves in order to provide for 
their poor, their fibk, their widow's and orphans, 
u /g icm g  them a common intercfl to manage, 
renders fuch afTemblies neceflhry,

tucorporation not only renders them ne- 
ce a,}, but makes the aft of the majority bind-? 
mg upon the whole. In a free trade an effectual 
combination cannot be eftablifhed but bv the 
unanimous confent of every fmgle trader, and k

cannotifc
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cannot laft longer than every fingle trader con- c « k r. 
tinties of the lame mind. The majority of a ... * ' _j 
corporation can enaft a bye-law with proper 
penalties, which will limit the 'conipetition more 
el eflu ally and more durably than any voluntary 
combination whatever.

T he pretence that corporations are neceffitry 
for the better government of the trade, is with­
out any foundation. The real and effeftu.il dif- 
cjpline which is exercifed over a workman, is 
not that of his corporation, hut that o f his 
cuftoroers. It is the fear of lofing their employ­
ment which reftrains his frauds and corre&s his 
negligence. An exclufive corporation necef- 
:.arily weakens the force of this difcipline. A 
particular fet of workmen muff then be em­
ployed, let them behave well or ill. It is upon 
his account that in many large incorporated 

towns no tolerable workmen are to be found, 
even in feme of the moft nccelFary trades. I f  
you would have your work tolerably executed, 
it muff be done in the fuburbs, where the work­
men having no exclufive privilege, have nothing 
out their cfa a rafter to depend upon, and you 
muff then fmuggle it into the town as well as 
you can.

I t is in this manner that the policy of Europe, 
by retraining the competition in fome employ­
ments to a ffnaller number than would other wife 
be difpofcd to enter into them, oceafions a very 
impoi taut inequality in the whole of the advan- 
tages ana diladvantages of the different employ­
ments of labour and flock.

Sec o n d ly ,
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Bpo..K  $jscoNDi.y, The policy of Europe, by ip*
V.-Y—j  creaimg the competition in lbme employment a 

beyond what, it naturally would be, occafions 
another inequality of an oppolite kind in the 
whole of the advantages and disadvantages of the 
different employments of labour and Hock.

hr has been confidered as of lb much import­
ance that a proper number of young people 
fhould be educated for certain profclRpns, that,, 
ibmetimes the publick, and fometiipes the piety 
of private founders have e%blifj|ed many pep- 
ftons, fcholarilups, exhibitions, bur%ijts> See. 
for this purpofe, which draw many more people 
into thofe trades than could otherwife.pretend to 
follow them. In all chriftian countries, l be­
lieve, the education of the greater part of church­
men is paid tor in this manner. Very few of 
them are educated altogether at their own ex - 
pence. The long, tedious and expenfive educa­
tion, therefore, of thofe who are, will not always 
procure them a fujtable reward, the church being 
crowded with people who, in order to get em­
ployment, are willing to accept of a much fmaller 
rec.cjp.jper.ee'than-what inch an education would 
other wile have entitled them to ; and in this 
manner the competition of the poor takes away 
the reward of the rich. It would be indecent, 
no d mbt, to compare either a curate or a chaplain 
with a journeyman in any common trade. The 
pay of a curate or chaplain, however, may very 
properly be confidered as of the fame nature 
with the wages of a journeyman. They are, all 
three, paid for their work according to the con­

i' trail
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traft which .they , may happen to. anikcwidh their c HSA p 
relpeidive Superiors. Till after the, muddle o.t w-v-*—* 
the fourteenth century, five meffob. >»QnEarjwng 
about tut much filver m  ten pounds ©Tour pfe* 
font money, was. in England thfi ufi*al pay of' ■*'» 
curate or ftipeodifoy parifh pri«ft, us m  find ip 
regulated-by the decrees of. leverai dilforenc na- 
tionahcovH'scils. A t. the fame pm «d four-pence 
a., day* conraining cî e fame quantity of liiver as 
a (hiding of our prefent money, was declared to 
be the pay of a matter rnafon, and three-pence 
a day* equal to nine-peace, of our preferit money, 
that of a journeyman mafon *. The wages of both 
thefe labourers, therefore, ftrppofing them to 
have been conftafldy employed, -were much fti- 
perior to thole of the curate. The wages of the 
matter mafon, ftippofirrg fc im w H w  beam with­
out employment one-third of- the year, would 
have fully equalled them. By the *2th of Queen 
Anne, e. f&, iris declared, « TIAt whereas for' 
t£ want of ttsificient maititenanec' and etieoiirage- 
<? meiit to curates', the cures have in feveral 
“ places been meartly fupplied, the bilhop is,
«* therefore, empowered1 tot appoint by writing 
“  under his lia’nd; and feal h iufficibnt certain 
“  ftipend or allowance, not exceeding fifty and 
“  not Ids than twenty pounds a year." Forty 
pounds a year is •reckoned at prefent very 
good pay for a crime, and notwithftanding 
this ait of parliament, there are many Cura-' 
cies under twenty pounds a year. There are

*  Sec the Statute pf labourers, 25 F..J. i l l .
journeymen
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® ° ;° K journeymen fhoe-makcrs in London who earn 
u —y~—̂ forty pounds a year, and there is fcarcc an In- 

duftrious workman of any kind in that metro­
polis who does not earn more than twenty. This 
laft fum indeed does not exceed what is fre­
quently earned by common labourers in many 
country parifhes. Whenever the law has at­
tempted to regulate the wages of workmen, it,
Iras always been rather to lower them than to 
raife them. But the law has upon many occa- 
fions attempted to raife the wages of evirates, 
and for the dignity of the church, to oblige the 
re<ffcors of parifhes to give them more than the 
wretched maintenance which they themfclves 
might be willing to accept of. And in both 
cafes the law feems to have been equally ineffec­
tual, and has never either been able to raife the 
wages of curates or to fink thofe of labourers to the 
degree that was intended3 becaufe it has never 
been able to hinder either the ope from being 
willing to accept oflefs than the legal allowance, 
on account of the indigence of their iituation 
and the multitude of their competitors; or the 
Other from receiving more, on account of the 
contrary competition of thofe who expended to 
derive either profit or pleafure from employing 
them.

T he great benefices and other ecclefiaftical 
dignities fupport the honour of the church, not- 
withftanding the mean circumftances of fome of 
its inferior members. The  refpedt paid to the 
profeffion too makes fome compenfation even tq 
ti}em for the rqeannefs of their pecuniary recom-

jpen^e*
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pence. In England, and in all Roman Ga- e HXA p* 
fholick countries, the lottery of the church is in 
reality much more advantageous than is necef- 
fary. The example of the churches of Scotland, of 
Geneva, and of feveral other proteftant churches, 
may fatisfy us that in fo creditable a profeffion, 
in which education is fo eafily procured, the 
hopes of much more moderate benefices will 
draw a fufficient number of learned, decent, and 
refpedfable men into holy orders.

In profeffions in which there are no benefices, 
fuch as law and phylick, if an equal proportion 
of people were educated at the publick expence, 
the competition would foon be fo great, as to 
fink very much their pecuniary reward. It 
might then not be worth any man’s while to 
educate his fon to either of thofe profeffions at 
his own expence. They would be entirely 
abandoned to fuch as had been educated by 
thofe publick charities, whofe numbers and ne~ 
ceffities would oblige them in general to content 
themfelves with a very miferable rccompmce, to 
the entire degradation of the now refpectable 
profeffions of law and phylick.

T hat unprofperous race of men commonly 
called men of letters, are pretty much in the fitu- 
ation which lawyers and phyficians probably 
would be in upon the foregoing fuppofmon. In 
every part of Europe the greater part of than 
have been educated for the church, but have 
been hindered by different reafons from entering 
into holy orders. They have generally, there­
fore, been educated at the publick expence, and

their
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s  o  o  'K rheir -num bers are e v e r y -V .e r e  fo g rea t as c o m -  
m o n ly  s o : red u ce th e  p r ice  o f  'th e ir  lab ou r to  a 

v e r ;  u-iu lcrv recom p en se .
- * l  >rojt-v th e  in v e n t io n -o f  th e  art erf" p r in tin g , 
th e  « r tf /  e m p lo y m e n t b p  w h ic h  a m an o f  le tters  
cou ld  ra th e  Sir/ th in g  b y  his ta len ts , Was th a t o f  
a •. c h i ic k  or p r ivate  teacher, <# b y  co rm u o n tca t-  
ii'C ;to < ,1 or p eo p le  th e  cu riou s and w feful k n o w ­
le d g e 'w h ic h  he had acq u ired  him -felf: A n d  th is  
is  ft ill Itirely a m ore h o n o u ra b le , a m ore U feful, 
and in gen era l even  a m ore p ro fitab le  ern p ioy -  
tiiOiK th an  th at o th er  o f  w r it in g  fo r  a b ook  fe ller , 
to  w hich  th e  art o f 'p r in t in g  has g iv e n  occafknv.
T h e  tim e  and lludy;* the g e n iu s , k n o w le d g e , an d  
a p p lic a tio n  requifire to  q u a lify  an  e m in e n t  

teach er o f  th e fc ie n c e s , are at lead: eq u a l to  w hat  
is  nc-..•-.diary fo r  th e g r e a td f  p r a d itio n e r s  in  la w  
and 'phvlVek. B u t th e  ufual rew ard o f  th e  e m i­
n en t teacher hears n o 'p r o p o r tio n  to  that o f  th e  
i m f e t  o r  p h v ftc ia n ; b ecau fc th e  trade Of th e  
o n e  is cro w d ed  w ith  in d ig e n t p e o p le  w h o  h a v e  
been  b ro u g h t up to  i t  at. th e p u b lic k  e x p e n c e ;  
Whereas th o le  of" th e o th er  tw o  are in cu m b ered  
w ith  v e r y  few  w h o  h a v e  n o t b een  ed u ca ted  at 
their own. T h e  ufual r e c o m p en ce , h ow ever , o f  
publick an d  p r iv a te  tea ch ers, fm a ll as it m a y  
aupear, w o u ld  u n d o u b ted ly  be le fs  than it is , if 
d ie  competition o f  th ofe  yet. m ore in d ig e n t  m en  
o f  letters w h o write f o r  bread w as n o t tak en  o u t  
o f  d ie  m a rk et. B efore the in v e n tio n  o f  th e  art 
o f  p r in tin g , a icbolsr and a b e g g a r  feem  to  h a v e  
b een  te r m s  very nearly iy n o n im o u s. T h e  d if ­
feren t governors o f  th e u m iverfir ies b efore th a t

. t im e



lime appear to have often granted licences to c » * p- 
their feholars to beg. 1—v-m*

I n antieht times, before any charities of this 
kind had been eftablifhed for the education of 
indigent people to the learned profeffions, the 
rewards of eminent teachers appear to have been 
much more confiderable. liberates, in what is 
calk'd his difeourfe again ft the fophifts, re­
proaches the teachers of-hi? own times with in- 
confiftehcy. “  They make the molt magnifi­
cent promifes to their feholars, fays he, and un­
dertake to teach them to be wile, to be happy, 
and to be juft, and in return for fo important a 
fervice they ftipulate the paid try reward of four 
or five mints. They who teach wifdom, con­
tinues he, ought certainly to be wife therafelves j 
but if any man was to fell filch a bargain for 
fuch a price, he would be convicted of the moft 
evident folly.” H e fcertainly does not mean 
here to exaggerate the reward, and we may be 
allured that it was not left than he represents it.
Four minai were equal to thirteen pounds fix 
ftiilffngj and eight pence : five minas to fixteen 
pounds thirteen Ibiilings and four pence. Some­
thing not lefs than the largeft of draft two firms, 
therefore, mull at that time have been, ufually 
paid to the mb ft eminent teachers m Athens.
Ifocrates himfelf demanded ten minte, or thirty- 
three pounds fix killings and eight pence, from 
each fcholar. When he taught at Athens, he is 
faid to have had an hundred feholars. I under- 
Hand this to be the number whom he taught at 
one time, or who attended what we would cell

one
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b o o k  one courle of lectures, a number which will not
v j appear extraordinary from lb great a city to lb 

firmous a teacher-, who taught too what was at 
that time the moil falhionable of all Sciences, 
rhetorick. He mult have made, therefore, by 
each comic of lectures, a thoufand minse, or 
3 ' 1.3 3 /• A thoufand mince, accord­
ingly*4̂  faid -by Plutarch in another place, to 
have been his Didaftron, or utlia! price of teach­
ing. Many other eminent teachers in thofe 
times appear to have acquired great fortunes. 
Gorgias made a prefent to the temple of Delphi 
of his own IHtuc in folid gold. We mud not, I 
prefume,- Ihppofcthat it was as large as the life.
His way of living, as well as that of Ilippias 
and Protagoras, two other eminent teachers of 
thofe times, is reprefenced by Plato as Tplendid 
even to often tat (on. Plato himfelf is laid to 
have lived with a good deal of magnificence. 
Ariftotle, after having been tutor to Alexander 
and moft munificently rewarded, as it is univer- 
fally agreed, both by him and his father Philip, 
thought it worth while, natwithftanding, to re­
turn to Athens, in order to relume the teaching 
of his fchool. Teachers of the fciences were 
probably in thofe times kfs common than they 
came to be in an age or two afterwards, when 
the competition had probably fomewhat reduced 
both the price of their labour and the admiration 
for their perfons. The moft eminen* of them, 
howevcu appear always to have enjoyed a degree 
of confiberrion much fuperior to any of the like 
profeflion in the prehut times. The Athenians

fern
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fent Carneades the academick, and Diogenes the c \ A p- 
ftoick, upon a folemn embaliy to Rome; and '—n r —* 
though their city had then declined from its 
former grandeur, it Was ftill an independent and 
considerable republick. Carneacles too was a 
Babylonian by birth, and as there never was a 
people more jealous of admitting foreigners to 
publkfc offices than the Athenians, their con- 
fideration for him mull have been very great.

T his inequality is upon the whole, perhaps, 
rather advantageous than hurtful to the publick.
It may fomewhat degrade the profeffion of a 
publick teacher; but the cheapnefs of literary 
education is finely an advantage which greatly 
over-balances this trifling inconvemency. The 
publick too might derive ftill greater benefit 
from it, if the eonftitution of thofe fchools and 
colleges, in which education is carried on, was 
more reafonabie than it is at prefent through the 
greater part of Europe.
■ T hirdly, The policy of Europe, by obftruct- 
irs x the free circulation of labour and ftock both 
from employment to employment, and from 
place to place, occafions in forne cafes a very in­
convenient inequality in the whole of the advan­
tages and difadvantages of their different em­
ployments.

T he ftatute of apprenticelhip obftrufe the 
free circulation of labour from one employment 
to another, even in the fame place. The exclu- 
five privileges of corporations obftruft it from 
one place to another, even in the fame employ­
ment.

Vol. I .  P  It
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b o o  k j j  frequently happens that while high wages
i— are given to the workmen in one manufacture, 

thofe in another are obliged to content them- 
felves with bare fubuftence, The one is in an 
advancing ftate, and has* therefore, a continual 
demand for new hands: The other is in a de­
clining ftate, and the huper-abundance of hands 
is continually increafing. Thofe two manufac­
tures may fometimes be in the fame town, and 
fometimes in the fame neighbourhood, with­
out being able to lend the leaft affiftance to one 
another. The ftatute of apprenticefhip may 
oppofe it in the one cafe, and both that" and an 
exclufive corporation in the other. In many 
different manufactures, however, the operations 
are fo much alike,, that the workmen could eafily 
change trades with one another, if thofe abfurd 
laws did not hinder them. The arts of weaving 
plain linen and plain filk, for example, are al- 
moft entirely the fame. That of weaving plain 
woollen is fomewhat different; but the differ­
ence is fo infignificant, that either a linen or a 
ftlk weaver might become a tolerable workman 
in a very few days. I f  any of thofe three capital 
manufactures, therefore, were decaying, the 
Workmen might find a refource in one of the 
other two which was in a more profperous con­
dition ; and their wages would neither rife too 
high in the thriving, nor fink too low in the de­
caying manufacture. The linen manufacture 
indeed is, in England, by a particular ftatute, 
open to every body $ but as it is not much cul­
tivated through the greater part of the country,

4 i t



it can afford no general refource to the Workmen c ftxA p- 
of other decaying manufaftures, who, wherever v^-v —*» 
the ftatute of apprenticeship takes place, have no 
other choice but either to come upon the parifli, 
or to work as common labourers, for which, by 
their habits, they are much worfe qualified than 
for any fort of manufa&ure that bears any re* 
femblance to their own. They generally, there­
fore, chufe to come upon the pari fit.

W hatever obltructs the free circulation of 
labour from one employment to another, ob- 
ftrudts that of ftock likewifej the quantity of 
ftock which can be employed in any branch of 
bufinels depending very much upon that of the 
labour which can be employed in it. Corpora­
tion laws, however, give lefs obftruCtion to the 
free circulation of ftock from one place to an­
other than to that of labour. It is every-where 
much eafier for a wealthy merchant to obtain the 
privilege of trading in a town corporate, than, 
for a poor artificer to obtain that v£ working 
in it.

T he obftnnftion which corporation laws give 
to the free circulation of labour is common, 1 
believe, to every part of Europe. That; which 
is given to it by the poor laws is, fo far as I 
know, peculiar to England. It confifts in the 
difficulty which a poor man finds in obtaining a 
fettlement, or even in being allowed to exercife 
his induftry in any pafiftt but that to which he 
belongs. It is the labour of artificers and ma* 
nufafturers only of which the free circulation is 
©bftructed by corporation laws. The difficulty

P a  of
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3 0 o K of obtaining fettdements obftrufts even that of 
c —v—  ̂ common labour. It may be worth while to give 

fome account of the rife, progrds, and prelent 
ftatc of this diforder, the grcatell perhaps of any 
in the police of England,

W hen by the deftruftion of monafteries the 
poor had been deprived of the charity of thofc 
religious houfes, after fome other ineffectual at­
tempts for their relief, it was enadted by the 43d 
of Elizabeth, c. 2. that every parifli fliould be 
bound to provide for its own poor ; and that 
overfeers of the poor fliould be annually ap­
pointed, who, with the churchwardens, ihould 
raife by a parifli rate, competent fums for this 
purpofe.

By this ffatute the neceffity of providing for 
their own poor was indifpenfably irnpofed upon 
every parifh. Who wert to be confidered as the 
poor of each parifh, became, therefore, a quef- 
tjon of fome importance. This queftion, after 
fome variadof, was at laft determined by the 
13th wwl 14th of Charles II. when it was en­
abled, that, forty days undifturbed refidence 
fliould gain any perfon a fettlement in any pa- 
rilh j but that within that time it fliould be 
lawful for two juftices of the peace, upon com­
plaint made by the churchwardens or overfeers 
of the poor, to remove any new inhabitant to 
the parifli where he was laft legally fettled ■, un+ 
left he either,rented a tenement of ten pounds a 
year, or could give fuch fecurity for the dif- 
charge of the parifh where he was then living, as 
thofe juftices fliould judge fufficient.

Some
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S ome frauds, it is laid, were committed in c UXA v‘ 
confequence of this ftatute; parifh officers fome- ;
times bribing their own poor to go clandeftinely 
to another parifh, and by keeping themfelves 
concealed for forty days to gain a fettlement 
there, to the difcharge of that to which they 
properly belonged. I t  was enabled, therefore, 
by the i ft of James II. that the forty days undis­
turbed refidence of any perfon necelfary to gain 
a fettlement, fhould be accounted only from the 
time of his delivering notice in writing, of the 
place of his abode and the number of his family, 
to one of the churchwardens or overfeers of the 
parifh where he came to dwell.

But parifh officers, it feems, were not always 
more honeft with regard tv* their own, than they 
had been with regard to other parifhes, and 
fometimes connived at fuch intrufions, receiving 
the notice, and taking no proper fteps in confe • 
qtience of it. As every perfon in a parifli, 
therefore, was fuppofed to Stave an intcrell to 
prevent as much as poffibie their being bur­
dened by fuch intruders, it was further ena&ed 
by the 3d of William III. that the forty days 
refidence ffiould be accounted only from the 
publication of fuch notice in writing on Sunday 
in the church, immediately after divine ft rvice.

tt A fter all, fays Doctor Burn, this kind of 
“  fettlement, by continuing forty days after 
«« publication of notice in writing, is very fel- 
“  dom obtained} and the defign of the acts is 
«  not fo much for gaining of fettlements, as for 
“  the avoiding of them, by perfons coming into

p 3 «* a parifh
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B ° u  K' , u  a H§£% cJU/ideftinciy:: for the giving o f  no* 
V rv -rr '. “  -tice is only putting a force upon the parilh to 

^  remove. But; if a perfon’s fuuation. is. luch,
"  that, it is doubtful whether he is actually re- 
f ‘, moveable or not, he lh ill by giving of notice 
“ compel the parifh either to allow him a fettle- 
"  men: uncameltec}, by' fuffering him to con- 
“  t-ifHie forty daysj or, by remoying him, to try 
“  the right.”

T his Harare, therefore, rendered it almoft im- 
prafti cable for a poor man to gain a new fettle- 
ment in the old way, by forty days inhabitancy,
But that: it might not appear to preclude altoge­
ther the common people of one parifh from ever 
eflablifiling themfelves with fecurity in another, 
it appointed four other ways by which a fettle- 
men t might be gained without any notice de­
livered or publilhed. The firfi was, by being 
taxed to parifh rates and paying them, the fe- 
cond, by being elected into an annual parilh 
office and ferying in it a years the third, by 
ftrving an appreruiceffiip in the parifh; the 
fourth, by being hired into fervice there for a 
year, and continuing in the fame fervice during 
the whole of it.

N obody can gain a fettlement hy either of the 
two firft ways, but by the publick deed of the 
whole parifh, who are too well aware of the con- 
fequences to adopt any new-comer who has no­
thing but his labour to fupport him, either by 
taxing him to parilh rates, or by electing him 
into a parifh office.

No
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N o married man can well gain any fettlement c w a p.
in either of the two laft ways. An apprentice is ,__*' _>
fcarce ever marMed; and it is exprefsly enacted, 
that no married fervant ihall gain any fettlement 
by being hired for a year. The principal effeft 
o f introducing fettlement by ferviee, has been to 
put out in a great rneafure the old fad)ion of 
hiring for a year, which before had been fo 
cuftomary in England, that even at this day, if 
no particular term is agreed upon, the law in­
tends that every fervant is hired for a year. But 
mailers are not always willing to give their fer- 
vants a fettlement by hiring them in this man­
ner ■, and fervants are not always willing to be fo 
hired, becaufe as everydaft fettlement difeharges 
all the foregoing, they might thereby lole their 
original fettlement in the places of their nativity, 
the habitation of their parents and relations.

No independent workman, it is evident, whe­
ther labourer or artificer, is likely to gain any 
new fettlement either by apprenticelhip or by 
ferviee. When fuch a perfon, therefore, carried 
his induftry to a new parifh, he was liable to be 
removed, how healthy and induftrious foever, at 
the caprice of any churchwarden or overfeer, 
unlefs he either rented a tenement of ten pounds 
a year, a tiling impoflible for one who has no­
thing hut his labour to live by; or could give 
fuch fecurity for the difeharge of the parifh as 
two juftices of the peace fliould judge fufficient.
What fecurity they Ihall require, indeed, is left 
altogether to their diferedon; bur. they cannot 
well require lefs than thirty pounds, it having 

P 4 been
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* y Q. K been enaded, that the purchafe even of a free-
u— hold cftace of lefs than thirty, pounds value,

{hall not gain any - perlpn. a iettlement, as not. 
being futficient. for the dilcharge o f the pan lb.
But this is a fecurity which fence any man who 
lives by labour can give; and much greater 
fecurity is frequently demanded.

In order to relfore in fome meafure that free 
circulation of labour which thofe chid ..rent fta- 
tntes h;u< almoft entirely taken away, the invention 
gf certificates was- fallen upon. By the 8th and.
$ith of William III. it was enacted, that .if any 
peribn fhould bring a certilicate from the pariih 
where he was laft legally fettled, fuhfc.r.bed by 
the churchwardens an 1 overfeers of the poor,- 
and allowed by two juftices of the peace, that 
every other parifh ihould be. obliged to receive 
him; that he Ihould not be removeable merely 
upon account of his being likely to become 
chargeable, but only upon his becoming adually 
chargeable, and that then the pariih which 
granted the, certificate fhou Id be obliged to pay 
the eNpence both of his maintenance and of his 
removal, And in order to give the moil perfed 
fecurity to the parifh where :uch certificated man 
Ihould come to refide, it was further enaded by 
the lame ftatute, that he ihould gain n.o i'ettle- 
ment there by any means whatever, except either 
by renting a tenement of ten pounds, a,year, or 
by ferving upon his own account in an annual 
pariih office for one whole year; and confe- 
quently neither by notice, nor by fervice, nor by 
apprenticed ip, nor by paying parifh rates. By

the
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the 12th of Queen Anne too, flat. i . c. 18. it c Hx* p' 
was further enacted, that neither the fervants '*—■v*~-* 
nor apprentices of fuch certificated man fhould 
gain any iettfement in the parifh where, he refided 
under fuch certificate.

How far this invention has reftorecl that free 
circulation of labour which the preceding fiatutes 
had almoft entirely taken away, we may learn 
from the following very judicious obfervation of 
Doctor Burn. i£ It is obvious, fays he, that 
“  there are divers good rekfons for requiring 
« certificates with perfons coming to fettle in 
"  anyplace; namely, that perfon., refiding un- 
*i der them can gain no fettlement, neither by 
tf apprenticeship, nor by 1’ervice, nor by giving 
"  notice, nor by paying parifli rates ; that they 
“  can fettle neither apprentices nor fervants;
Cl that if they become chargeable, it is cer- 
cc tainly known whither to remove them, and 
,c the parifli fhall be paid for the removal, 
t£ and for their maintenance in the mean time; 
c< and that if they fall fick, and cannot be re- 
*' moved, the parifh which gave the certificate 
<f mud maintain them: none of all which can 
“  be without a certificate, Which reafons will 
** hold proportionably for pari files not granting 
tf certificates in ordinary cafes $ for it is far 
“ more then an equal chance, but that they will 
*'< have the certificated perfons again, and in a 
“  worfe condition.” The moral of this obferva­
tion feems to be, that certificates ought always 
to be required by the parifh where any poor man 
comes to refit!e, and that they ought very feldom

to
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BOOK to be granted by that which he propofes to leave.
v__1_, tt There is fomewhat of hardlhip in this matter

« of certificates,” lays the lame very intelligent 
author ift his Hiftory of the Poor Laws, “  by 
<« putting it in the power of a parilh officer, to 
“ imprifoa a man as k  were for life; however 
“ inconvenient it may be for him to continue at 
“  that place where he has had the misfortune to 
«  acquire what is called a fettlement, or what- , 
« ever advantage he may propofe to himfelf by 
<c living,elfewhere.’/

T hough a certificate carries along with it no 
teftimonial of good behaviour, and certifies no­
thing but that the perfon belongs to the parilh 
to which he really does belong, it is altogether 
diferctionary in the parilli officers either to grant 
or to refufe it. A mandamus was once moved 
for,, fays Doftor Burn, to compel the church­
wardens and overfeers to lign a certificate; but 
the court of King’s Bench reje&ed the motion as 
a very ftrange attempt.

T he very unequal price of labour which we 
frequently find in England in places at no great 
difUnce from one another, is probably owing to 
the obfiru&ion which the law of fetclcments gives 
to a poor man who would carry his mduftry from 
one parilh to another without a certificate. A 
Engle man, indeed, who is healthy and indtiftri- 
ous, m.t' lometimes refide by fufierance without 
one; but a man with a wife and family who 
fhouki attempt to do fo, would in moft parilhes 
be fttre of being removed, and if the fingle man 
fnonld afterwards marry, he would generally be

removed

■ G°lfex
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removed likewife. The fcarcicy of hands in one c h a p , 
parilh, therefore, cannot always be relieved by 
their fuper-abundance in another, as it is con- 
ftantly in Scotland, and, I believe, in all other 
countries where there is no difficulty of fettle- 
ment. In fuch countries, though wages may 
fornetimes rife a little in the neighbourhood of a 
great town, or wherever elfe there is an extra­
ordinary demand for labour, and fink gradually 
as the diftance from fuch places increafes, till 
they fall back to the common rate of the coun­
try ; yet we never meet with thofe fuddert and 
unaccountable differences in the wages of neigh­
bouring places which we fornetimes find in Eng­
land, where it is often more difficult for a poor 
man to pals the artificial boundary of a parilh, 
than an arm of the fea or a ridge of high moun­
tains, natural boundaries which fornetimes fepa- 
rate very diftin&ly different rates of wages in 
other countries.

To remove a man who has committed no mif- 
demeanour from the parilh where he chufes to 
refide, is an evident violation of natural liberty 
and juftice. The common people of England, 
however, fo jealous of their liberty, but like the 
common people of moft other countries never 
rightly underftanding wherein it confill., have 
now for more than a century together fuffered 
themielves to be expofed to this oppreffion with­
out a remedyi 1 hough men of refledtion too 
have fornetimes complained of the law of fettle- 
ments as a publick grievance; yet it has never 
been the objeft of any general popular clamour,

fuch
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b o o  k fuch as that againft general warrants, an abufive 
, practice undoubtedly, but fuch a one as was not

iirkely to occafion any general opprefllon. There 
is fcarce a poor man in EnjJand of forty years of 
age, I will venture to 1 a y h o  has not in fome 
part of his life felt himfelf moft cruelly opprefled 
by this ill-contrived law of fettlements.

I shal l  conclude this long chapter with ob- 
ferving, that though anciently it was ufual to 
rate wages, firft by general laws extending over 
the whole kingdom, and afterwards by particular 
orders of the juftices of peace in every particular 
county, both thele practices have now gone en­
tire!', into difufe. “  By the experience of above 
*( four hundred years,” lays Dodlor Burn, “  it 
“  feems time to lay afide all endeavours to bring 
«  under llricb regulations, what in its own na- 
«  tore feems incapable of minute limitation:
“  for if all perfons in the lame kind of work 
«  were to receive equal wages, there would be 
"  no emulation, and no room left for induftry 
“  or ingenuity.”

P a r t i c u l a r  acts of parliament, however, ftlll 
attempt fometimes to regulate wages in particu­
lar trades and in particular places. Thus the 
8th of George III. prohibits under heavy penal­
ties all mailer taylors in London, and live miles 
round it, from giving,- and their workmen from 
accepting, more than two (hillings and feven- 
pence halfpenny a day, except in the cafe of a 
general mourning. Whenever the legiflature 
attempts to regulate the differences between 
mallets and their workmen, its counfellors are

always



always the matters. When the regulation, there- c HXA !'' 
fore, is in favour of the workmen, it is always «-—*— - 
juft and equitable j hut it is fometimes other- 
wife, when in. favour of the matters. Thus the 
law which obliges the mailers in feveral different 
trades to pay their workmen in money and not 
in goods, is quite juft and equitable. It im- 
pofes no real hardlhip upon the matters. It only 
obliges them to pay that value in money, which, 
they pretended to pay, but did not always really 
pay, in goods. This law is in favour of the work­
men; but the 8th of George III. is in favour of 
the matters. When mallets combine together in 
order to reduce the wages of their workmen, they 
commonly enter into a private bond or agreement, 
not to give more than a certain wage, under a 
certain penalty. Were the workmen to enter 
into a contrary combination of the lame kind, 
not to accept of a certain wage under a certain 
penalty, the law would punilh them very icverc- 
ly ; and if it dealt impartially, it would treat the 
matters in the, fame manner. But the 8th of 
George III. enforces by law that very regulation 
which matters .fometimes attempt to eftabliih by 
fuch combinations. The complaint of the work ­
men, that it puts the ableft.and meft induftriqus 
upon the fame footing with an ordinary work­
man, Teems perfectly well founded.

I n anticut times too it was ufual to attempt 
to regulate the profits of merchants and other 
dealers, by rating the price both of pavilions, 
and other goods. The afiizc of. bread is, ib far 
as I know, the only remnant of this ancient

ufage,
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b o o k . ufagc. Where there is an exclufive corporation, 
u.r-J— » it may perhaps be proper t:o regulate the price 

of the firft neeeffary of life. But where there is 
none, the competition will regulate it much 
better than any affize. The method of fixing 
the affize of bread dlablifhed by the ,31 ft of 
George II, could not be put in practice in Scot­
land on account of a defect in the law; its exe­
cution depending upon the office of clerk of the 
market, which does not exift there. This defeft 
was not remedied till the 3d of George III. The 

' want of an affize occafioned no fenfible ineon- 
venicncy, and the eftablifhment of one, in the 
few places where it has yet taken place, has pro­
duced no fenfible advantage. In the greater 
part of the towns of Scotland, however, there is 
an incorporation of bakers who claim exclufive 
privileges, though they are not very ftri&ly 
guarded.

T he proportion between the different rates 
both of wages and profit in the different employ­
ments of labour and ftock, feems not to be much 
affe&ed, as has already been oblerved, by the 
riches or poverty, the advancing; flationary, or 
declining ftate of the fociety. Such revolutions 
in the pubiick welfare, though they affeft the 
general rates both of wages and profit, muff in 
the end affedf them equally in all different em­
ployments. The proportion between them, 
therefore, muft remain the lame, and cannot well 
be altered, at lead for any confiderable time, by 
any fuch revolutions,

C H  A P.
p. ■ :' ■/' / ; .TV.;'; M'lSt IH'-
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O f the Rent of Land,

RE N T , confidered as the price paid for the c h a  p.
ufe of land, is naturally the high eft which 

the tenant can afford to pay in the aftual d r-  
cumftances of the land. In adjusting the terms 
of the leafe, the landlord endeavours to leave 
him no greater fhare of the produce than what is 
i'ufficient to keep up the flock from which he 
furnidles the feed, pays the labour, and purchafes 
and maintains the cattle and other inftruments 
of hufbandry, togetlier with the ordinary profits 
of farming ftock in the neighbourhood. This is 
evidently the final left fhare with which the tenant 
can content himfelf without being a lofer, and 
the landlord feldom means to leave him any­
more. Whatever part of the produce, or, what 
is the fame thing, whatever part of its price, is 
over and above this (hare, he naturally endea­
vours to reierve to himfelf as the rent of his 
land, which is evidently the higheft the tenant 
can afford to pay in the aftual circumftances of 
the land. Sometimes, indeed, the liberality, 
more frequently the ignorance, of rhe landlord, 
makes him accept of fomewhat lefs than this por­
tion; and fometimes too, though more rarely, 
the ignorance of the tenant makes him undertake 
to pay fomewhat more, or to content himfelf 
with fomewhat lefs than the ordinary profits of 
farming ftock in the neighbourhood. This portion,

however,
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B o 0 x however, may frill be conlidered as the natural 
•'S^-y—u rent of land, or the rent for which it is naturally 

meant that land fhould for the moll part be let.
T he rent of land, it may be thought, is fre­

quently no more than a reasonable profit or in- 
tereft for the ftock laid out by the landlord upon 
its improvement. This, no doubt, may be 
partly the cafe upon fome occafions j for it can 
l'carce ever be more than partly the cafe. The 
landlord demands a rent even for unimproved 
land, and the fuppofed interell or profit upon the 
expence of improvement is generally an addition 
to this original rent . Thole improvements, befides, 
are not always made by the ftock of the landlord, 
but fometimes by that of the tenant. When the 
'leafe comes to be renewed, however, the land­
lord commonly demands the fame augmentation 
of rent, as if they had been all made by his own.

H e fometimes demand rent for what is alto­
gether incapable of human improvement. Kelp 
is a fpecics of fea-weed, which, when burnt, 
yields an alkaline fait, ufeful for making glafs, 
leap, and for feveral other purpofes. It grows 
in feveral parts of Great Britain, particularly in 
Scotland, upon fuels rocks only as lie within the 
high water mark, which are twice every day co­
vered with the fea, and of which the produce, 
therefore, was never augmented by human in- 
duftry. The landlord, however, whofe eftate is 
bounded by a kelp fhore of this kind, demands 
a rent for it as much as for his corn fields.

T he fea in the neighbourhood of the iflands 
of Shetland is more than commonly abundant in

6%



fifli, which make a great part of the fubfiftencc c r*,,* p- 
of their inhabitarrs. But in order to profit by i— y— * 
the produce <f the water, they mult have a habi­
tation upon the neighbouring^ land. The rent 
of the landlord is in proportion, not to what the- 
farmer can make by the land, but to what he can 
make both by the land and by the water. It is 
partly-paid in fea filh ; and one of the very few 
inftances in which rent makes a part of the price 
of that commodity, is to be found in that 
country.

T he rent of land, therefore, confidered as the 
price paid for the ufe of the land, is naturally a 
monopoly price. It is not at all proportioned 
to what the landlord may have laid out upon the 
improvement of the land, or to what he can af­
ford to take s but to what the farmer can afford 
to give.

Such parts only of the produce of land can 
commonly be brought to market of which the 
ordinary price is fufficient to replace the Hock 
which muft be employed in ’bringing them 
thither, together with its ordinary profits. If  
the ordinary price is more than this, the furplus 
part of it will naturally go to the rent of the 
land. If it is not more, though the commodity 
may be brought to market, it can afford no rent 
to the landlord. Whether the price is, or is not 
more, depends upon the demand.

T here are fome parts of the produce of land 
for which the demand muft always be fuck as to 
Otfbfd a greater price than what is fufficient to 
bring them to m arket; and there are others for

V o l . I. which
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8 ° I.° K which it either may or may not be fuch as to af- 
t—,—j ford this greater price. The former muft always 

afford a rent to the landlord. The latter fome- 
times may, and fometitnes may not, according to 
different circumftances.

R ijn r, it is to be obferved, therefore, enters 
into the compofition of the price of commodi­
ties in a different way from wages and profit. 
^ ’8^ 0!* wages and profit, are the catifes of 
high or low price ; high or low rent is the effebl 
of i t .  It, is becaufe high or low wages and profit 
muff be paid, in order to bring a particular com­
modity to market, that its price is high or low.
But it is becaufe its price is high or low; a great 
deal more, or very little more, or no more, than 
what is fufficient to pay thofe wages and profit, 
tnat it affords a high rent, or a low rent, or no 
rent at all.

T he particular confideration, firft, of thofe 
p<u ts of the produce of land which always afford 
fome ren t; fecondly, of thofe which fometimes 
may and fometimes may not afford ren t; and, 
thirdly, of the variations which, in the different 
periods of improvement, naturally take place, in 
tht. relative value of thofe two different forts of 
rude produce, when compared both with one 
another and with manufactured commodities, 
w’’; divide this chapter into three parts.

P A R T
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C H A P.
XI.

jp A R  T  I. '

O f the Produce of Land which always affords 
Rent.

AS  men, like all otter- animals, naturally mul- 
 ̂ tiply in proportion to the means of their 

fubfiftence, food is always, more or lefs, in de­
mand. It can always purchafe or command a 
greater or fmaller quantity of labour, and fome- 
body can always be found who is willing to do 
fomething, in order to obtain it. I he quantity 
of labour, indeed, which it can purchafe, is not 
always equal to what it could maintain, if ma­
naged in the moft (Economical manner, on ac­
count of the high wages which are fometimes gi­
ven to labour. But it can always purchafe fuch a 
quantity of labour as it can maintain, according 
to the rate at which that fort of labour is com­
monly maintained in the neighbourhood.

But land, in almolt any fituation, produces a 
greater quantity of food than what is fufficient 
to maintain all the labour neceflTary for bringing 
it to market, in the moft liberal way in which 
that labour is ever maintained. The furplus 
too is always more than fufficient to replace the 
flock which employed that labour, together with 
its profits. Something, therefore, always re­
mains for a rent to the landlord.

T he mod defart moors in Norway and Scot­
land produce fome fort of pafture tor cattle, oi 
which the milk and the increase are always more

q  a than
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f> o o K’ than lufficient, not only to maintain all the la- 
1— hour necefFary. for tending them, and to pay the 

ordinary profit to the farmer or owner of the 
herd or flock j. but to afford fome final! rent to 
the landlord. The rent increales in proportion 
to the goodnffs of the p affaire. The fame ex­
tent; of ground not only ’ maintains a greater 
number of cattle, but as they are brought within 
a fmaller compafs, lcfs labour becomes requifite 
to tend th em, and to colled their produce. The 
landlord gains both ways ; by the increafe of the 
produce, and by the diminution of the labour 
which mtiil be maintained out of it.

T he rent of land not only varies, with its fer­
tility, whatever be its produce, but with its f ix ­
ation, whatever be its fertility. Land in the 
neighbourhood of a town, gives a greater rent 
than land equally fertile in a diflant: part of the 
country. Though it may coft no more labour 
to cultivate the one than the other, it mull al­
ways colt more to bring the produce of the dif- 
tant land to market. A greater quantity of la­
bour, therefore, muff: be maintained out of i t ; 
and the fundus, from which are drawn both the 
profit of the farmer and the rent of the landlord, 
itiull be dirniniffied. But in remote parts of the 
country the rate of profit, as has already been 
Ihovrn, is generally higher than in the neigh­
bourhood of a large town. A fmaller propor­
tion of this diminifhed furplus, therefore, muff: 
belong to the landlord.

Good roads, canals, and navigable rivers, by 
diminilTiing the expence of carriage, put the re­

mote



mote, parts of the country more nearly upon a c * * P* 
level with thole5 in the neighbourhood of the u-~y— 
town. They are upon that account the grcateft 
of all improvements. They encourage the cul­
tivation of the remote., which mu ft always be the 
moft extenfive circle of the country. They are 
advantageous to the town, by breaking down the 
monopoly of the country in its neighbourhood.
They are advantageous even to that, pare of the 
ountry. Though they introduce Some rival 

commodities into the old market, they open 
many new markets to its produce. Monopoly, 
beiides, is a great enemy to good management,
•which can never be univerfally eftablifhed but in 
confequence of that free and univerfal competi ­
tion which forces every body to have recourfe to 
it for the lake of {elf-defence. It is not more 
than fifty years ago that feme of the counties in 
the neighbourhood of London, petitioned the 
parliament againft the extenfion of the turnpike 
roads into the remoter counties. Thole remoter 
counties, they pretended, from the cheaptufsof 
labour, would be able to fell their grail; and 
corn cheaper in the London market than them* 
felves, and would thereby reduce tlidrrem s, and 
ruin their cultivation.# Their rents, however, 
have rifen, and their cultivation has’ been im­
proved fince that time.

A cor jf field of moderate fertility produces a 
much greater quantity of food for man, than the. 
beft pafture of equal extent* Though its culti­
vation requires much more labour, yet the fur- 
plus which remains after replacing the feed and 

< U  maintaining
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b o o k  maintaining all that labour, is like-wife much 
t—  ̂ greater. If a pound of buteher’s-meat, there­

fore, was never fuppofed to be worth more than 
a pound of bread, this greater furplus would 
every-where be of greater value, and conftkute 
a greater fund both for the profit of the farmer 
and the rent of the landlord. It feems to have 
done fo univerfally in the rude beginnings of 
agriculture.

But the relative values of thofe two different 
fpecies of food, bread and butcher’s-mcat, are 
very different in the different periods of agricul­
ture. In its rude beginnings, the unimproved 
wilds, which then occupy the far greater part 

-of the country, are all abandoned to cattle. 
There is more butcher’s-meat than bread, and 
bread, therefore, is the food for which there is 
the greateft competition, and which confequently 
brings the greateft price. At Buenos Ayres, we 
are told by Ulloa, four reals, one-and-twenty 
pence halfpenny fterling, was, forty or fifty years 
ago, the ordinary price of an ox, chofen from a 
herd of two or three hundred. H e fays nothing 
o f the price of bread, probably becaufe he found 
nothing rerraVkable about it. An ox there, he 
fays, cofts little more tha*n the labour of catching 
him. But corn can no-where be raifed without 
a great deal o f labour, and in a country which 
lies upon the river Plate, at that time the direft 
road from Europe to the filver mines of Potofi, 
the money price of labour could not be very 
cheap. It is othprwife when cultivation is ex­
tended over the greater part of the country.

There

(<ff <SL
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There is then more bread than butcherVmeat. c p* 
The competition changes its direction, and the '— «— >» 
price of but'cher’s-meat becomes greater than 
the price of bread.

By the extend©!* betides of cultivation, the 
unimproved wiicU 1st com e  inefficient to fupplf 
the demand for hutch s- meat. A great part 
of the cultivated -lands mud be employed in 
rearing and fattening cattle, » f which the price, 
therefore, mnft be fufficient to pay, not only the 
labour neceffary for tending them, but the rent 
which the landlord and the profit which the 
farmer could have drawn from land em­
ployed in tillage. The cattle bred upon the 
mod uncultivated moors, when brought to tire 
fame market, •••<, in proportion to their weight 
or goodcH'fs, fold a: tin fame price as thofe 
which are reared upon the moll improved land.
The proprietors of thofe moors pro lit by it, and 
raife the rent of their land in proportion- to the 
price of their earth. It is not .snore than a cen­
tury ago chat in many part., of the nigblands of 
Scotland, butcher’s - meat was a- c%tip or 
cheaper than even bread made of oatpieal. The 
union opened the market of England to the 
highland cattle. Their ordinary price is at pre- 
fent about three times greater than at the begin- 
nilrg of the century, and the rents of many high­
land elUces have been tripled and quadrupled in 
the, Tame time. In almoft every part of Great 
Britain a pound of the bell butcherVmeat is. in 
the prefent times, generally worth more than 
two pounds of the bell white bread; and in

plentiful
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* °j°  K plentiful years it is fomcdmes worth three or 
•— v-— > four pounds. >

It is thus that in the progrefs of improvement 
the rent and profit o f unimproved {failure come 
to be regulated in fome meafure by the rent and 
profit o f what is improved,' arid thefe again by 
the rent and profit o f corn. Corn is an annual 
crop. ButeherVmeat, a crop which requires 
four or five years to grow. As an acre o f land, 
therefore*-will produce a much fmrdkr quantity 
of the one fpecies of food than of the other, the 
inferiority of the quantity mull be’ eompenfated 
by the fuperiority of the price, i f  it was more 
than eompenfated, more corn land would be 
turned into paflure 5 and if it was not cornpch- 
fined, part o f what was in pafiure would be 
brought back into corn.

T his equality, however, between the rent and 
pro nr o f graft and thole o f corny o f  the land o f  
which the immediate produce is food for cattle, 
and of that o f which the immediate prOducc is 
food for men j mull be ur,-!<.! ■Ki 10 t ik<: ph.ee 
only through the greater pat of- >e improved 
l ands of a great country. Itvtbmc particular lo­
cal fituations it is quite ntfoeiwiiV, and the rent 
and profit o f graft are much fuperior to what 
can be made by corn.J ■ if.

T hus in th e  neighbourhood of a gre t- town, 
the demand for milk and for fou ge to  hories, 
frequently contribute, together with the high 
price o f butcher’s-meat, to faiie the value o f  
graft above what may be called its natural pro­
portion to that o f corn. Thisdocal advantage,

it
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it is evident, cannot be communicated to the c n:<iA p- 
I.'iruis at a dikaiice. w -v —»

P arVicui-ab., circumftanees have fometimes 
rendered Tome countries fo populous, that the 
whole territory, like the lands in the neighbour­
hood of a great town, has not been fufFicient to 
produce both the grafs and the corn necefiary 
for the fubfiftence of their inhabitants. Then- 
lands, therefore, have been principally employed 
in the production of graft, the more bulky com­
modity, and whidh cannot be fo eafily brought 
from a great diltunce; and corn, the food of the 
great body* of the people, has been chiefly im­
ported from foreign countries. Holland is i t  
prefent in this ftruation, and a confider.ible part 
of antient -Italy, feerns to have been To during 
the profpenty of the Romans. To feed well, 
old Cato faid, as we are* told by Cicero, was the 
firft and moft profitable thing in the manage­
ment of a private eftate , to feed tolerably well, 
the fecorid j and to feed ill, the third. To 
plough) he ranked only in the fourth place of 
profit and advantage. Till a t" , indeed, in that 
part o f a rttienc Italy which lay in. the neighbour­
hood of Rome, mull have been very much dif- 
touraged by- the diftributions of corn which Were 
frequently made to the people, either gra- 
tuitouflv, or at a very low price. This corn was 

’ brought from the conquered provinces, of which 
feveral, inftead of taxes, were obliged to 'furnifh 
a'tenth part of their produce at a Rated price, 
about fixpence a pock, to the republiek. The 
low price at which this corn was diftributed to

the
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u o a k the people, rnufl neceflarily have (unk the price 
of what could be brought to the Roman market 
from Latium, or the antient territory of Rome, 
and mull have discouraged its all ti ration in that 
country.

I n an open country too, of which the princi­
pal produce is corn, a well-cnclofed piece of 
grafs will frequently rent higher than any corn 
field in its neighbourhood. It is convenient for 
the maintenance of the cattle employed in the 
cultivation of the corn, and its high rent is, in 
this cafe, not fo properly paid from the value of 
its own produce, as from that of the; corn lands 
which are cultivlted by means of it. It is likely 
to fail, if ever the neighbouring lands are com- 
pleatly indofed. The prefent high rent of en- 
clofed land in Scotland teems owing to the fear- 
city of enclofure, and will probably laft no 

' longer than that fcarcity The advantage of 
enclofure is greater for pailure than for corn. It 
faves the labour of guarding the cattle, which 
feed better too when they are not liable to be 
difturbed by their keeper or his dog.

Bu r where there is no local advantage of this 
kind, the rent and profit of corn, or whatever dfe 
is the common vegetable food of the people, 
nnrft naturally regulate, upon the iand which is
fit for producing it, the rent and profit of paf-

wXUIC. ' ’ ; *.*;>*•
T he ufe of the artificial graffes, of turnips, 

carrots, cabbages, and the other expedients 
which have been fallen upon to make an equal 
quantity of land feed a greater number of cattle

than
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than -when in natural grafs, fhould fomcwhat c ;̂ A ?• 
reduce, it: might be expe&cd, the iupcriority w v -~ »  
which, in an improved country, the price o f  
butcher’s meat naturally has over that of bread.
It fcems accordingly to have done fo ; and 
there is fome reafon for believing that, at 
leaft in the London market, the price o f  
butcher’s - meat in proportion to the price o f  
bread is a good deal lower in the prefent 
times than it was in the beginning of the lift 
century. *

I n the appendix to the Life of prince Henry,
Doctor Birch has given us an account of the 
prices of butcher’s-rneat as commonly paid by 
that prince. It is there laid, that the four quar­
ters of an ox weighing fix hundred pounds 
ufually coft him nine pounds ten fhiilings, or 
thereabouts; that is, thirty-one fhiilings and 
eight pence per hundred pounds weight. Prince 
Henry died on the 6th of November, 1612, in 
the nineteenth year of his age.

I n March, 1764, there was a parliamentary 
enquiry into the caufes of the high price of pro- 
vifions at that time. It was then, among other 
proof to the fame purpofe, given in evidence by a 
Virginia merchant, that in March, 1763, he had 
victualled his fhips for twenty-four or twenty- 
five fhiilings the hundred weight of beef, which 
he confidered as the ordinary price ; whereas, in 
that dear year, he had paid twenty-feven lbillings 
for the fame weight and fort. This high price 
in 1764, is, however; four fhiilings and eight- 
pence cheaper than the ordinary price paid by

prince
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« o o k prince H enry; and it is the heft beef only, it
____mult be obferved, which is fit to be falted for

thofe diltartt voyages.
T he price paid by prince Henry amounts to 

3 i d. per pound weight o f the whole careafe, 
coarfe and choice pieces taken togetherj and at 
that rate the choice pieces could not have been 
ibid by retail for lefs than 4! d. or $d. the pound.

fw the parliamentary enquiry in 1764, the 
witnefies ftated the price of the choice pieces of 
the belt beef to be to the confumer 4 d. and 4$ d, 
the pound j and the coarfe pieces in general to 
be from feven farthings to 2$ d. and 4} d. 5 and this 
they laid was in general one half-penny dearer 
than the fame fort of pieces had ufually been 
fold in the month of March. But even this 
high price is ftifl a good deal cheaper than what 

, we can well fuppofe the ordinary retail price to 
have been in the time o f prince Henry.

D u r i n g  the t w e l v e  f i r f t  y e a r s  of the l a f t  c e n ­

t u r y ,  t h e  a v e r a g e  p r i c e  of t h e  b e l t  w h e a t  a t  t h e  

W i n d f o r  m a r k e t  w a s  1/. 18 s. 3 j d. the q u a r t e r  

o f n i n e  W i n c h e f t e r  bufhtls.
Bt r in the twelve years preceding 1764, in­

cluding that year, the average price of the fame 
meafure of the belt wheat at the fame market 
was z l. is .  <)\d.

In the twelve firft years of the laft century, 
therefore, wheat appears to have been a good 
deal cheaper, and butch«r’s-rneat a good deal 
dearer than in the twelve years preceding 1764, 
including that year.

I n
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I n all great countries die greater part of the c n f  Pt 
cultivated lands are employed in producing w-*—j  
either food,for rnpn or food for cattle. The rent 
and profit of tiiefe regulate the rent and profit of 
all other Cultivated land. If  any particular; pro­
duce afforded ieis, the land would foon be 
turned into corn or pafturc , and if any afforded 
more, Tome part of the lands in corn or pafturc 
would foon be turned to that produce.

T hose productions, indeed, which require 
either a greater original expense of improvement, 
or a greater annual expence of cultivation, in 
order to fit the land for them, appear commonly, 
to afford, the one a greater rent, the other a 
greater profit than corn or pafture. This fupe- 
rioritv, however, will l'eldom be found tq amount 
to more than a reafonable intereft or compenfa- 
tion for this fuperior expence,

I n a hop garden, a fruit garden, a kitchen 
garden, both the rent of the landlord, and the 
profit of the farmer, are generally greater th |n  ia 
a corn or grafs field. But to bring the ground 
into this condition requires more expence.
Hence a greater rent becomes due to>the land­
lord. It requires too a more attentive and Ikil- 
ful management. Hence a greater profit, be­
comes due to the farmer. The crop too, at icaft 
in the hop ,aud fruit garden, is more precarious.
Its price,, therefore, befides compenfating all oc- 
cafional Ioffes, muff: afford foraething like the 
profit of infurance. The circuvnftanccs of gar­
dener*, generally mean, and always moderate, 
may fatisfy u ' that their great ingenuity is not

commonly
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* °  °  K commonly over-recompenfed. Their delightful
W-Y--J art is praftifed. by fo many rich people for 

amufcment, that little advantage is to be made 
by thole who praftife it for profit; bccaufe the 
perfons who Ihould naturally be their belt cus­
tomers, fupply themfelves with all their molt 
precious prod unions.

T he advantage which the landlord derives 
from fuch improvements feems at no time to 
have been greater than what was fufficient to 
compenfate the original expence of making 
them. In the ancient hufbandry, after the vine­
yard, a well-watered kitchen garden feems to 
have been the part of the farm which was fup- 
pofed to yield the moft valuable produce. But 
Democritus, who wrote upon hufbandry about 
two thoufand years ago, and who was regarded 
by the antients as one of the fathers of the art, 
thought they did not aft wifely who enclofed a 
kitchen garden. The profit, he faid, would not 
compenfate the expence of a ftone wall ; and 
bricks (he meant, I fuppofe, bricks baked in the 
fun) mouldered with the rain, and the winter 
ftorm, and required continual repairs. Colu­
mella, who reports this judgment of Democri­
tus, does not controvert it, but propofes a very 
frugal method of encloftng with a hedge of 
brambles and briars, which, he fays, he had 
found by experience to be both a lifting and an 
impenetrable fence j but which, it feems, was 
not commonly known in the time of Democri­
tus. Palladius adopts the opinion of Colu­
mella, which had before been recommended by 

1 V arro»
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Varro. In the judgment of thofe antient im- c Hx * p- 
provers, the produce of a kitchen garden had, it: *—-v-—» 
fecms, been little more than Sufficient to pay the 
extraordinary culture and the expence of water­
ing ; for in countries lo near the fun, it was 
thought proper, in thofe times as in the prefent, 
to have the command of a ftream of water, which 
could be conducted to every bod in the garden.
Through the greater part of Europe, a kitchen 
garden is not at prefent fuppofed to deferve a 
better inclofure than that recommended by Co­
lumella. In Great Britain, and feme other' 
northern countries, the finer fruits cannot be 
brought to perfeftion but by the afliftance of a 
wall. Their price, therefore, in fuch countries 
muft be fufficiem to pay the expence of building 
and maintaining what they cannot be had with­
out. The fruit-wall frequently furrounds the 
kitchen garden, which thus enjoys the benefit of 
an encloiure which its own produce could feldom 
pay for.

T hat the vineyard, when properly planted 
and brought to perfection, was the moil valuable 
part of the farm, feerns to have been an un­
doubted maxim in the antient agriculture, as it 
is in the modern through all the wine countries.
But whether it was advantageous to plant a new 
vineyard, was a matter of difpute among the an­
tient Italian hufbandmen, as we learn from Co­
lumella, He decides, like a true lover of all 
curious cultivation, in favour of the vineyard, 
and endeavours to fhow, by a comparifon of the 
profit and expence, that it was a moft advan­

tageous



t f p  <sl
THE NATURE AND CAUSES .OF

' "j ” “■ • tagcous improvement. Such-comparifons,. now-
k.— ---> ever, between the profit and expence of new

projects, Hu,: commonly very fallacious> and in 
nothing, more fo than in agriculture. Had.tire 
gain acbially made by fuch plantations been 
commonly as great as he imagined it might have 
been,, there could have been no diipute about it. 
The fame point is frequently at this day a mat­
ter of conrroverfy in the wine countries. Their 
writers on agriculture, indeed, the lovers and 
promoters of high cultivation, feetn generally 
dhpoled to decide with Columella in favour of 
the vineyard. In Ft nice the anxiety of the pro­
prietors o f the old vineyards to prevent the 
planting of any new ones, leems to favour their 
opinion, and to indicate a conlcioufnefs in thofe 
who muff have the experience, that this fpecies 
of cultivation is at prefent in that country more 
profitable than any other. It deems at the fame 
time, however, to indicate another opinion, that 
this fuperior profit can laft no longer than the 
laws which at prefent reftrain the free cultiva­
tion of the vine. In 1731, they obtained an 
order of council, prohibiting both the planting 
of new vineyards, and the renewal of thofe old 
ones, of which the cultivation had been inter­
rupted for two years j without a particular per- 

• miffion from the king, to be granted only in 
confequence of an information from the intend- 
ant of the province, certifying that he had ex­
amined the land, and that it was incapable of 
any other culture. The pretence of this order 
was the fcarcity of corn and palture, and...the

5 fuper-
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fuper-abimdance of wine* But had this fuper- c ” A p- 
abundance been real, it would, without any <— j  
order of council, have effectually prevented the 
plantation of new vineyards, by reducing the 
profits of this fpecies of cultivation below their 
natural proportion to thole of corn and pafiuie.
With regard to the fuppofed fdarcity of corn oc- 
cafionecl by the multiplication of vineyards, corn 
is no where in France more carefully cultivated 
than in the wine provinces, where the land is fit 
for producing it; as in Burgundy, Guienne, and 
the Upper Languedoc. The numerous hands 
employed in the one fpeaes of cultivation necef- 
farily encourage the other, by affording a ready 
market for its produce. To diminifh the num­
ber of thofe who are capable of paying for it, is 
furely a moft unpromiling expedient for encou­
raging the cultivation of corn. It is like the 
policy which would promote agriculture by dis­
couraging manufactures.

T he rent and profit of thofe productions, 
therefore, which require either a greater o r i g i n a l  

expence of improvement in order to fit the land 
for them, or a greater annual expence of culti­
vation, though often much fuperion to thole of 
corn and pafture, yet when they do no more than, 
compenfate fuch extraordinary expence, arc in 
reality regulated by the rent and profit of thofe 
common crops.

It fometimes happens, indeed, that the quan­
tity of land which can be fitted for ibme parti­
cular produce, is too fmall tofupplythe effectual 
demand. The whole produce can be difpofed

V o l . I .  R  o f



i s o o  k 0£ t0 thofe v/ho are willing to give fomewhat 
t—v— ■> more than what is fufficient to pay the whole 

rent, wages and profit necelfary for railing and 
bringing it to market, according to their natural 
rates, or according to the rates at which they are 
paid in the greater part of other cultivated land.
The furplus part of the price which remains after 
defraying the whole expence of improvement 
and cultivation may commonly, in this cafe, and 
in this cafe only, bear no reguhr proportion to 
the like furplus in corn or pafture, but may ex­
ceed it in almoft any degree; and the greater 
part of this excels naturally goes to the rent of 
the landlord.

T ub ufual and natural proportion, for ex­
ample, between the rent and profit of wine and 
thole of com and pafture, mu ft be underftood to 
take place only with regard to thofe vineyards t 
which produce nothing but good common wine, 
fuch. as can be raifed almoft anywhere, upon any 
light, gravelly, or fandy foil, and which has no­
thing to recommend it but its ftrength and 
wholefornenefs. It is with fuch vineyards only 
that the common land of the country can be 
brought into competition } for with thofe of a 
peculiar quality it is evident that it cannot.

T he vine is more affected by the difference of 
foils than any other fruit tree. From fome it 
derives a flavour which no culture or manage­
ment can equal, it is fuppofed, upon any other.
This flavour, real or imaginary, is fometimea 
peculiar to the produce of a few vineyards; 
fometimes it extends through the greater part of

a linall

til <SL
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it ftfiall diftrid, and fomeiirxles through a coil- Hx(% * '
fiderable part of a large province* The whole >— .---- -
quantity of fuch wines that is brought to market 
falls Ihort of t he efte&Ual demand, or the de­
mand of thofe who would be willing to pay the 
whole rent, profit and wages neceffary for pre­
paring and bringing them thither, according 
to the ordinary rate, or according to the rate 
at which they are paid in common vineyards.
The whole quantity, therefore, can be difpofed 
of to thofe who are willing to pay more, which 
neceffarily raifes the price above that of common 
wine. The difference is greater or lefs, accord 
ing as the fafhionablcnefs and loarcity of the 
■wine render the competition of die buyers more 
or lefs eager. Whatever it be, the greater part 
o f it goes to the rent of the landlord. For 
though fuch vineyards are in general more care* 
fully cultivated than mold others, the high price 
of the wine fee ms to be, not fo much the effedt, 
as the caufe of this careful cultivation. In fo 
valuable a produce the lofs occahoned by negli­
gence is fo great as to force even the moft cure- 
lefs to attention. A fmall part of this high 
price, therefore, is fufEcient to pay the wages of 
the extraordinary labour beftowed upon their 
cultivation, and the profits of the extraordinary 
ltock which puts that labour into motion.

T he fugar colonies pofTefled by the European 
nations in the Weft Indies, may be compared to 
thofe precious vinft/ards. Their whole produce 
falls Ihort of the effedlual demand of Europe, and 
can be difpofed of to thofe who arc willing to 
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b o o k  give more than what is fufficient to pay the 
V-J.. whole rent, profit and wages neceflfary for pre­

paring and bringing it to market, according to 
the rate at which they are commonly paid by 
any other produce. In Cochin-china the fineft 
white fugar commonly fells for three piafters the 
quintal, about thirteen ihillings and fixpence of 
our money, as we are told by * Mr. Poivre, a 
very careful oblerver of the agriculture of that 
country. W hat is there called the quintal weighs 
from a hundred and fifty to two hundred Paris 
pounds, or a hundred and i'eventy-five Paris 
pounds at a medium, which reduces the price of 
the hundred weightEngliihto about eight Ihillings 
fterling, not a fourth part of what is commonly 
paid for the brown or mufkavada fugars imported 
from our colonies, and not a fixth part of what 
is paid for the fineft white fugar. The greater 
part of the cultivated lands in Cochin-china are 
employed in producing corn and rice, the food 
of the great body of the people. The re- 
ipefUve prices of corn, rice, and fugar, are there 
probably in the natural proportion, or in that 
which naturally takes place in the different crops 
of the greater part of cultivated land, and which 
recommences the landlord and farmer, as nearly 
as can be computed, according to what is ufually 
the. original expence of improvement and the 
annual expence of cultivation. But in our fugar 
colonics the price of fugar bears no fuch propor­
tion to th’at of’ the produce of a rice or corn field 
either in Europe or in America. It is commonly

* Voyages 4’nn Fhilofophe.
faid,

■ G° i x  ,
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laid, that a fugar planter expedts that the’ rum c HX1A Pi 
and the mobiles fhould defray the whole ex- u —y-mj 
pence of his cultivation, and that his fugar 
fhould be all clear profit. If  this be true, for I 
pretend not to affirm it, it is as if a corn farmer 
expedited to defray the expence of his cultivation 
with the chaff and the firaw, and that the grain 
fhould be all clear profit. We fee frequently 
focieties of merchants in London and other trad­
ing towns, purchafe wafte lands in our fugar 
colonies, which they expedt to improve and cul ­
tivate with profit by means of factors and agents; 
notwithftanding the great diftance and the un­
certain returns, from the defedtive adminiftra- 
tion of juftice in thofe countries. Nobody will 
attempt to improve and cultivate in the fame 
manner the mod fertile lands of Scotland, Ire­
land, or the corn provinces of North America ; 
though from the more exadt adminiftration of 
juftice in thefe countries, more regular returns 
might be expedited.

In Virginia and Maryland the cultivation of 
tobacco is preferred, as more profitable, to that 
of corn. Tobacco might be cultivated with 
advantage through the greater part of Europe ; 
but in almoft every part of Europe it has become 
a principal fubjedl of taxation, and to coiledt a 
tax from every different farm in the country 
where this plant might happen to be cultivated, 
would be more difficult, it has been fuppofed, 
than to levy one upon its importation at the 
cuftom-houfe. The cultivation of tobacco has 
upon this account been moft abfurdly prohibited 
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c 0 0 K through the greater part of Europe, which nccef-
u -d y w  farily gives a fort of monopoly to the countries 

where it is allowed; and as Virginia and Mary­
land produce the greateft quantity of it, they 
fhare largely, though with fome competitors, in 
the a ’ vantage of this monopoly. The cultiva­
tion «f tobacco, however, feems not to be fo ad- 
vantageous as that of fugar. I have never even 
heard o f any tobacco plantation that was im­
proved and cultivated by the capital of merchants 
who refided in Great Britain, and our tobacco 
colonies fend us home no iuch wealthy planters 
as we fee frequently arrive from our fugar iflands, 
Though from the preference given in thole co­
lonies to the cultivation of tobacco above that of 
Corn, it would appear that the effectual demand 
of Europe for tobacco is not compleady fup- 
plied, it probably is more nearly fo than that for 
fugar: And though the prefent price of tobacco 
js probably mom than {Efficient to pay the whole 
rent, wages and profit ncceflary for preparing 
and bringing it to market,, according to the rate 
at which they are commonly paid in corn land ; 
jt mull not be fo much more as the prefent price 
of fugar. Our tobacco planters, accordingly, 
have ffiev/n the fame fear of the fuper-abundance 
of tobacco, which the proprietors of the old 
vineyards in France have of the fuper-abundance 
of wine, By aft of aflembly they have retrained 
its cultivation to fix thoyland plants, iuppofed 
to yield a thou And weight of tobacco, for every 
pegra between Sixteen and fixty years of age. 
Such a negro, over and above this quantity of

tobacco,

I® ) <SL
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tobacco, can manage, they reckon, four acres c X(A 1' 
of Indian corn. To prevent the market from w-,-**—̂ 
being overftocked too, they have fometimes, in 
plentiful years, we are told by Dr. Douglas, ( t 

■ fuJpedt he has been ill informed) * burnt a certain 
quantity of tobacco for every negro, in the fame 
manner as the Dutch are laid to do of fpices. If 
fuch violent methods arc neceffary to keep up the 
prefent price of tobacco, the fuperior advantage 
of its culture over that of corn, if it ftill has any, 
will not probably be of long continuance.

It is in this manner that the rent of the culti­
vated land, of which the produce is human food, 
regulates the rent of the greater part of other 
cultivated land. No particular produce can 
long afford lefs; becaufe the land would imme­
diately be turned to another ufe: And i f  any 
particular produce commonly affords more, it is 
becaufe the quantity of land which can be fitted 
for it is too fmall to fupply the effectual de­
mand.

I n Europe corn is the principal produce of 
land which ferves immediately for human food.
Except in particular fituations, therefore, the rent 
of corn land regulates in Europe that Of all other 
cultivated land. Britain need envy neither the 
vineyards of France nor the olive plantations of 
Italy. Except in particular fituations, the value 
of thefe is regulated by that of corn, in which the 
fertility of Britain is not much inferior to that of 
either of thofe two countries.

* Douglas’s Summary, vol. ii. p. 372» 373»
R 4 If
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11 ° t' I f in any country the common and favourite 
u —y~~J vegetable food o f the people (houkl be drawn 

from a plant of which the moft common land* 
with the feme or nearly the fame culture, pro­
duced a much greater quantity than the mod 
fertile does of corn, the rent of the landlord, or 
the furplus quantity of food which would remain 
to him, after paying the labour and replacing 
the ftock of the farmer together with its ordi­
nary profits, would necelfarily be much greater. 
Whatever was the rate at which labour was com­
monly maintained in that country, this greater 
furplus could always maintain a greater quantity 
o f it, and confequently enable the landlord to 
purchafe or command a greater quantity of it. 
i he real value o f his rent, his real power and 
authority, his command of the neceffaries and 
conveniencies o f life with which the labour of 
other people could fupply him, would necciFarily 
be much greater.

A rice field produces a much greater quan­
tity of food than the moft fertile corn field.
Two crops in the year from thirty to fixty bufheh 
each, are laid to be the ordinary produce of an 
acre. Though its cultivation, therefore, re­
quires more labour, a much greater furplus re­
mains after maintaining all that labour. In 
thofe rice countries, therefore, where rice is the 
common and favourite vegetable food of the 
people, and where the cultivators are chiefly 
maintained with it, a greater fhare of this greater 
furplus ihould belong to the landlord than 
ip corn countries. In Carolina, where the

planters,
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planters, as in other Britilh colonies, are gene- c HxtA p* 
rally both farmers and landlords, and where rent u - y—»* 
confequently is confounded with profit, the cul­
tivation of rice is found to be more profitable 
than that of corn, though their fields produce 
only one crop in the year, and though, from the 
prevalence of the cuftoms of Europe, rice is not 
there the common and favourite vegetable food 
of the people,

A Good rice field is a bog at all feafons, and 
at one feafon a bog covered with water. I t  is 
ynfit either for corn, or pallure, or vineyard, or, 
indeed, for any other vegetable produce that is 
very ufeful to men*. And the lands which are fit 
for thofe purpofes, are not fit for rice. Even in 
the rice countries, therefore, the rent of rice 
lands cannot regulate the rent of the other culti­
vated land which can never be turned to that 
produce.

T he food produced by a field of potatoes is 
not inferior in quantity to that produced by a 
field of rice, and much fuperior to what is pro­
duced by a field of wheat. Twelve thoufand 
weight of potatoes from an acre of land is not a 
greater produce than two thoufand weight of 
Wheat. The food or folid nourifhment:, indeed, 
which can be drawn from each of thofe two 
plants, is not altogether in proportion to their 
weight, on account of the watery nature of po­
tatoes. Allowing, however, half the weight' of 
this root to go to water, a very large allowance, 
futh an acre of potatoes will ftiil produce fix 
thoufand weight of folid nourifhment, three

times



(f( I); (fiT
THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF J

b o o k  times the quantity produced by the acre of 
v.,— wheat. An acre of potatoes is cultivated with 

lefs expence than an acre of wheat the fallow, 
which generally precedes the {owing of wheat, 
more than compenfating the homing and other 
extraordinary culture which is always given to 
potatoes. Should this root ever become in any 
part of Europe, like rice in fome rice countries, 
the common and favourite vegetable food of the 
people, lb as to occupy the fame proportion of 
the lands in tillage which wheat and other forts 
of grain for human food do at prefent, the fame 
quantity of cultivated land would maintain I  
much greater number of people, and the la­
bourers being generally fed with potatoes, a 
greater furplus. would remain after replacing all 
the flock and maintaining all the labour em­
ployed in cultivation. A greater fhare of this 
furplus too would belong to the landlord. Po­
pulation would increale, and rents would rife 
much beyond what, they are at prefent.

T he land which is fit for potatoes, is fit for 
ahnoft every other ufeful vegetable. I f  they 
occupied the fame proportion of cultivated land 
which corn docs at prefent, they would regulate, 
in the fame manner, the rent of the greater part 
of ocher cultivated land.

I n fome parts of Lancafliire it is pretended,
1 have been told, that bread of oatmeal is a 
heartier' food for labouring people than wheaten 
bread, and I have frequently heard the fame 
doctrine held in Scotland. I am, however, 
fomewh.it doubtful of the truth of it. The com­

mon
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mon people in Scotland, who are fed with oat- c ^  A p* 
meal, are in general neither fo ftrong, nor fo u—y—.-a 
handfome as the fame rank of people in Eng­
land, who are fed with wheaten bread. They 
neither work fo well, nor look fo well; and as 
there is not the fame difference between the 
people of fafhion in the two countries, experience 
would feem to fliow, that the food of the com­
mon people in Scotland is not fo fuitabie to the 
human conftitution as that of their neighbours of 
the fame rank in England. But it items to be 
otherwife with potatoes. The chairmen, por­
ters, and coalheavers in London, and thofe un­
fortunate women who live by proflitution, the 
ftrongeft men and the moft beautiful women 
perhaps in the jSritilh dominions, are laid to be, 
the greater part of them, from the lowelt rank 
of people in Ireland, who are generally fed with 
this root. No food can afford a more decifive 
proof of its nouriihing quality, or of its being 
peculiarly fuitabie to the health of the human 
conftitution.

I t is difficult to preferve potatoes through the 
year, and impoflible to ftore them, like corn, 
for two or three years together. The fear of not 
being able to fell them before they rot, dif- 
courages their cultivation, and is, perhaps, the 
chief obfta.de to their ever becoming in any 
great country, like bread, the principal vegetable 
food of the different ranks of the people.

P A R T
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O f the Produce of Land which fometimes does, and 
fame times does,not, afford Rent.

t t  U M  A N  food feeros to he the only produce 
1 A of land which always and neceffarily affords 
forne rent to the landlord. Other forts of pro­
duce fometimes may and fometimes may not, 
according to different circumftances.

After. food, cloathing and lodging are the 
two great wants of mankind.

1 .a n d  in its original rude ftate can afford the 
materials of cloathing and lodging to a much 
greater number of people than it can feed. In 
its improved ftate it can fometimes feed a greater 
number of people than it can fupply with thofe 
materials ; at lead in the way in which they re­
quire diem, and are willing to pay for them.
In the one ftate, therefore, there is always a 
fuper-abundance of thofe materials, which are 
frequently, upon that account, of little or no 
value. In the other there is often a fcarcity, 
which neceffarily augments their value. In the 
one ftate a great part of them is thrown away 
as uitlefs, and the price of what is ufed is con- 
fidercd as equal only to the labour and expence 
of Sitting it fur ufe, and can, therefore, afford 
no rent to the landlord. In the other they are 
all made ufe of, and there is frequently a demand 
for more .than can be had. Somebody is always 
willing to give more for every part of them than

what
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what is fufficient to pay the expence of bringing c 11 * F•
them to market. Their price, therefore, can 1__ly lw
always afford fome rent to the landlord.

T he (kins of the larger animals were the ori­
ginal materials of cloathing. Among nations of 
hunters and ihepherds, therefore, whofe food 
con fills chiefly in the flelh of thofe animals, 
every man, by providing himfelf with food, pro­
vides himfelf with the materials of more cloath­
ing than he can wear. If  there was no foreign 
commerce, the greater part of them would be 
thrown away as things of no value. This was 
probably the cafe among the hunting nations of 
N orth America, before their country was difeo- 
vered by the Europeans, with whom they now 
exchange their furplus peltry, ; for blankets, 
fire-arms, and brandy, which gives it fome value.
In the prefent commercial llate of the known 
world, the molt barbarous nations, I believe, 
among whom land property Is eftabliflhed, have 
fome foreign commerce of this kind, and find 
among their wealthier neighbours fuch a demand 
for all the materials of cloathing, which their 
land produces, and which can neither be 
wrought up nor confirmed at home, as railes 
their price above what it cofts to fend them to 
thofe wealthier neighbours. It: affords, therefore, 
lbme rent to the landlord. When the greater 
part of the highland cattle were’ confirmed on 
their own hills, the exportation of their hides 
made the moll confiderable article of the com ­
merce of that country, and what they were ex­
changed for afforded fome addition to the rent 

4  of
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b o o k 0f the highland eftates. The wool of England, 
w y * » j which in old times could neither be confmned 

nor wrought up at home, found a market in the 
then wealthier and more indulfrious country of 
Flanders, and its price afforded fomething to the 
rent of tire land which produced it, In coun­
tries not better cultivated than England was 
then, or than the highlands of Scotland are now, 
and which had no foreign commerce, the mate­
rials of cloathing would evidently be fo fuper- 
abundant, that a great part of them would be 
tiirown away as ufelefs, and no part could afford 
any rent to the landlord.

T he materials of lodging cannot always be 
tranfported to fo great a diftance as thofe of 
cloathing, and do not fo readily become an ob* 
je& of foreign commerce. When they are fuper- 
abundant in the country which produces them, 
it frequently happens, even in the prelent com­
mercial ftate of the world, that they are of no 
value to the landlord. A good ftone quarry in 
the neighbourhood of London would afford a 
confiderable rent. In many parts of Scotland 
and Wales it affords none. Barren timber for 
building is of great value in a populous and 
well-cultivated country, and the land which pro­
duces it, affords a confiderable rent. But in 
many parts of North America the landlord 
would be much obliged to any body who would 
carry away the greater part of his large trees.
In lorne parts of the highlands of Scotland the 
bark is the only part of the wood which, for 
want of roads and water-carriage, can be fent to

market.
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market. The timber is left to rot upon the nxlA p'
ground; When the materials of lodging are lb <u-v— »
fupcr-abundant, the part made ufe of is worth 
only the labour and expence of fitting it for that 
ufe. It affords no rent to the landlord, who ge~ 
nerally grants the ufe of it to whoever takes the 
trouble of afleing it. The demand of wealthier 
nations, however, fometimes enables him to get 
a rent for it. The paving of the ftrects of I .on 
don has enabled the owners of fomei barren 
rocks on the coaft of Scotland to draw a rent 
from what never afforded any before. The 
woods of Norway and of the coafts of the Bal- 
tick, find a market in many parts of Great Bri­
tain which they could not find at home, and, 
thereby afford fome rent to their proprietors.

C o u n t r i e s  are populous, not in proportion to 
the number of people whom their produce can 
cloath and lodge, but in proportion to that of 
thofe whom it can feed. When food is pro­
vided, it is eafy to find the necdiary cloathing 
and lodging. But though theft- arc at hand, it 
rnay often be difficult to find food. In fome 
parts even of the Bifitilh dominions what is called 
A Houle, may be built by one day’s labour of 
one man. The fimpteft fpecies of cloathing, the 
Ikins of animals, requires feme what more labour 
to drefs and prepare them for ufe. They do 
not, however, require a great deal. Among la­
vage and barbarous nations, a hundredth or lit­
tle more than a hundredth part of the labour of 
the whole year, will be fufficient to provide them 
with ftith cloathing and lodging as iatitiy the

n greater
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;* o o  K greater part of the people. All the other ninety-
----- - nine parts are frequently no more than enough

to provide them with food. &
But when by the improvement and cultiva­

tion of land the labour ot one family can pro­
vide food for two, the labour of half the fociety 
becomes fufficient to provide food for the whole.
The other half, therefore, or at leaft the greater 
part of them, can be employed in providing 
other things, or in fatisfying the other wants 
and fancies of mankind. Cloathing and lodg­
ing, houlhold furniture, and what is called 
Equipage, are the principal obje&s of the 
greater part of thole wants and fancies. The 
rich man confumes no more food than his poor 
neighbour. In quality it may be very different, 
and to ielecf and prepare it may require more 
latbouji and a r t ; but in quantity it is very nearly 
the fame. But compare the fpacious palace and 
great wardrobe of the one, with the hovel and 
the few rags of the other, and you will be fen- 
ilble that the difference between their cloathing, 
lodging and houlhold furniture, is almoft as 
great in quantity as it is in quality. The defire 
of food is limited in every man by the narrow 
capacity of the human ftomach { but the defire 
of the conveniences and ornaments of building, 
drefs, equipage, and houlhold furniture, feems 
to have no limit or certain boundary. Thofe, 
therefore, who have the command of more food 
than they themfelves can confume, are always 
willing to exchange the furplus, or, what is the 
fame thing, the price of it, for gratifications of

this
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tliis other kind* What is over and above fatif- c h a  p* 
tying the limited Jell re, is given for the a mule- c— 
meat of thofe defires which cannot be fatisfied, 
but feem to be altogether endiefs. The poor, 
in order to obtain food, exert themfelves to gra­
tify thofe fancies of the rich, and to obtain it 
more certainly, they vie with one another in the 
cheapnefs and perfection of their work. The 
number of workmen increafes with the increaf- 
ing quantity of food, or with the growing im­
provement and cultivation of the lands; and as 
the nature of their bufmefs admits of the utmoft 
fubdivifions of labour, the quantity of materials 
which they can work Up, increafes in a much 
greater proportion than their numbers. Hence 
arifes a demand for every fort of material which 
human invention can employ, either ufefully or 
ornamentally, in building, drd's, equipage, or 
houihohl furniture; for the foflils and minerals 
contained in the bowels of the earth; the pre­
cious metals, and the precious (tones.

Food is in this manner, not Only the original 
fource of rent, but every other part o f  the pro­
duce o f  land which afterwards affords rent, de­
rives that part of its value from the improvement 
of the powers of labour in producing food by 
means of the improvement and cultivation of 
land.

T hose other parts of the produce of land, 
however, which afterwards- afford rent, do not 
afford it always. Even in improved and culti­
vated countries, the demand for them is not al­
ways filch as to afford a greater price than what

Vox. I. S is
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B ° I>° K is fufficient to pay the labour, and replace, to- 
LmmymmmJ gether with its ordinary profits, the ftock which, 

muft be employed in bringing them to marketi 
Whether it is or is not fuch, depends upon differ­
ent eircumftances.

W hether a coal-mine, for example, can af­
ford arty rent, depends partly upon its fertility, 
and partly upon its fituation.

A mine  of any kind may be (aid to be either 
fertile or barren, according as the quantity of 
mineral which can be brought from it by a cer­
tain quantity of labour, is greater or lefts than 
what can be brought by an equal quantity from 
the greater part of other mines of the fame 
kind.

Some coal-mines advantagcoufiy fituated, can- 
not be wrought on account of their barrermefs. 
The produce docs not pay the expence. They 
can afford neither profit nor rent.

T here are fume of which the produce is 
barely fufficient to pay the labour, and replace, 
together with its ordinary profits, the ftock em­
ployed in working them. They afford forrte 
profit to the undertaker of the work, but no rent 
to the landlord. They can be wrought advan­
tageously by nobody but the landlord, who being 
himfelf undertaker of the work, gets the ordinary 
profit of the capital which he employs in it,- 
Many coal-mines in Scotland are wrought in 
this gunner, and can be wrought in no other.'
1 he landlord will allow nobody eife to work* 
them without paying fomc rent, and nobody 
can afford to pay any.

O t h e r
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Other coal-mines in the fame country fuffi- ' xi. 
riently fertile, cannot be wrought on account of *1 
their flotation. A quantity of mineral fufheient 
to defray the expence of working, could be 
brought from the mine by the ordinary, or even 
M s than the ordinary quantity of labour: But 
in an inland country, thinly inhabited, and with­
out either good roads or water-carriage, this 
quantity could not be fold>

Coals are a lefs agreeable fewel than wood: 
they are fa id too to be lefs wholeiome. i he ex- 
pence of coals, therefore, at the place where they 
Are confumed, ffiuft generally be fomewhat lefs 
than that of Wood.

T he price of vMOd again varies with the ftiite 
of agriculture, nearly in tire fame manner, and 
cxaftly for the fame reafon, as the price of cat­
tle. In its rude beginnings the greater part of 
every country is covered with Wood, which is 
then a mere incumbrance of rto value to the 
landlord, who would gladly give it to any body 
for the cutting. As agriculture advances, the 
woods are partly cleared by the progrefs of til­
lage, and partly go to decay in confequence of 
the increafed number of cattle. Thefe, though 
they do not inqreafe in the fame proportion as 
torn, which is altogether the acquifition of hu­
man induftry, yet multiply tinder the care and 
protection of men ; who ftore tip in the feafon of 
plenty what may maintain them in that of fear- 

’ eityj who through the v;hole year furrhlh them 
with a greater quantity of food than unculti­
vated nature provides for them, and who by de- 

S 2 ' flroying
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a o n  k itroying and extirpating their enemies, fecurt 
them in the free enjoyment of all that fhe p ro  
v’uks.- Numerous herds of cattle, when allowed 
to wander through the woods, though they do 
not defiroy the old trees, hinder any young ones 
from coming tip, fo that in the courfc of a cen­
tury or two the whole foreft goes to ruin. The 
scarcity of wood then raife-s its price. I t  affords 
a good rent, and the landlord fometimes finds 
that he can fcarce employ his beft lands more 
advantageoufly than in growing barren timber, 
o f which the greatneis of the profit often com- 
penfates the latenefs of the returns. This feems. 
in the prefent times to be nearly the fa te  of 
things in .ieveral parts of Great Britain, where 
the profit of planting is found to be equal to 
that of either corn or pafture. The advantage 
which the landlord derives from planting, can 
no-where exceed, at leaft for any confiderable 
time, the rent, which thefe could afford h im ; 
and in an inland country which is highly culti­
vated, k  will frequently not fall much fhort of 
this rent. Upon the fea-coaft of a well-im­
proved country, indeed, if coals can conveniently 
be had for fewel, it may fometimes be cheaper 
to bring barren timber for building from lefs 
cultivated foreign countries, than to raife it at 
home. In the new town of Edinburgh, built 
within thefe few years, there is not, perhaps, a 
fingle ftick of Scotch timber.

WMATEVER may be the price of wood, if  that 
o f  coals is fuch that the expence of a coal-fire is 
nearly equal to that of' a wood one, we may be

a fill fed,
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affured, that at that place, and in thefe circum- q p> 
ftances, the price of coals is as high as it can be. w*v-<""t 
It feenjs to be fo in iome of the inland parts of 
England, particularly in Oxfordshire, where it is 
utfqaJ, even in the fires of the common people, to 
mix coals and wood together, and where the dif­
ference in the cxpence of thofe two forts of fewel 
cannot, therefore, be very great.

C oals, in the coal countries, are every-wherc 
much below this higheft price. If  they were 
not, they could not bear the expence of a diftant 
carriage, cither by land or by water. A fma.ll 
quantity only could be fold, and the coal mas­
ters and cod proprietors find it more for their 
intereft to fell a great quantity at a price feme- 
what above the loweft, than a finall quantify at 
the higheft. The rnoft fertile coal mine too, tsr 
gulates the price of coals at all the other mines 
in its neighbourhood. Both the proprietor and 
the undertaker of the work find, the ope that he 
can get a greater rent, the other that he can gee 
a greater profit, by fomewhat underfilling all 
their neighbours. Their neighbours are loon 
obliged to fell at the fame price, though they 
cannot fo web afford it, and though it always di- 
minilhes, arid fometirnes takes away altogether 
both their rent and their profit. Some works 
are abandoned altogether ■, others can afford no 
rent, and cap fee wrought only by the pro­
prietor.

T he loweft price at which coals can be fold 
for any confiderable time, is, like that of all other 
commodities^ the price which is barely fufficient

S 3  to
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b o^o k to replace, together with its ordinary profits, the 
dock which mult be employed in bringing them 
to market. At a coal-mine for which the land­
lord can get no rent, but which he mull: either 
work hjmielf or let it alone altogether, the price 
of coals muft generally be nearly about this 
price.

R ent, even where coals afford one, has gene­
rally a final ler fiiare in their price than in that of 
rnoft other parts of the rude produce of land.
The rent of an eftate above ground, commonly 
amounts to what is fuppofed to be a third of the 
grofs produce; and it is generally a rent certain 
and independent of the occasional variations in 
the crop. In coal-mines a fifth of the grofs pro­
duce is a very great ren t; a tenth the common 
rent, and it is feldotn a rent certain, but depends 
upon the occafional variations in the produce. 
Thcfe are fo great, that in a country where thirty 
years purchafe is confidered as a moderate price 
for the property of a landed eftate, ten years 
purchafe' is regarded as a good price for that of 
a coal-mine.

T he value of a coal-mine to the proprietor 
frequently depends as much upon its fituation as 
upon its fertility. That of a metallick mine 
depends more upon its fertility, and lefs upon 
its fituation. The coarfe, and dill more the 
precious metals, when feparated from the ore, 
are fo valuable that they can generally bear the 
expence of a very long land, and of the moll 
diftant fea carriage. 'I'fiejr market is not con­
fined to the countries in the neighbourhood of

the

V v *  ’ -; (P™ fM ** fffg



|(jn? <SL
THE WEALTH OF NATIONS. *6?

the mine, but extends to the whole world. The c \ CJf  p- 
copper of Japan makes an article of commerce *— *— * 
in Europe; the iron ot Spain in that of Chili 
and Peru. The filver of K  ru finds its way, not 
only to Europe, but from Europe to China.

T he price of coals in Weftmorland or Shrop­
shire can have little effed on their price at New- 
caftlej and their price in the IJonnojs can have 
none at all. 1 ho productions of fuch diftant 
coal-mines can never be brought into competi­
tion with one another, but tfie productions of 
the mcft diftant metallick mines frequently may, 
and in fadfc commonly are. i he price, there­
fore, of the coarfe, and ftill more tha$ of the 
precious metals, at the moft fertile mines In the 
world, muft neceffajily more or fefs affect their 
price at every other in it. f ne price of copper 
in Japan muft have fome influence upon its price 
at the copper mines in Europe. I he price of 
filver in Peru, or the quantity either of labour 
or of other goods which it will purchafe there, 
muft have fome influence on its price, not only 
•at the filver mines of Europe, but at thofe of 
China. After the difeovery of the mines of 
Peru, the filver mines of Europe were, the 
greater part of them, abandoned. 1 he value of 
filver was fo much reduced that their produce 
could no longer pay the expence of working 
them, or replace, with a profit, the food, cloaths, 
lodging and other neceffaries which were con- 
fumed in that operation. This was the cafe too 
with the mines of Cuba and St. Domingo, and

§ 4. *vcn
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js o o k even1 with the antient mines of Peru, after th* 
u , difeovery of thofe of: Potofi,

T he price of every metal 'at every mine, there­
fore’ being regulated in fame meafure by its 
Z e e  at the moft fertile mine in the world that 
is actually wrought, it can at the greater par t of 
mines do very little more than pay the expence 
of working, and can feldom afford a very high 
rent to the "landlord. Rent, accordingly, fcwm 
at the greater part of mines to have but a imall 
fhare in the price of the coarfe, and a itili fraaher 
:n that of the precious metals, Labour and 
profit make up the greater part of both.

A sixth part of the grofs produce may be 
reckoned the average rent of the tin mines of 
Cornwall, the moft fertile that are known m the 
world, as we are told by the Reverend Mr. Bor- 
lace, vice-warden of the ftannanes. Some, he 
fays! afford more, and fame do not afford, fo 
much. A ftxth part of the graft produce is the 
rent too of feveral very fertile lead mines in 
Scotland.

I n  the ftlv er  m in es o f  Peru, w e are to ld  b y  
Prettier , and I J llo a , the p rop rietor  freq u en tly  
exafts no o th er  acknowledgment from th e  u n d er-
i! Per of the mine, but that he will grind the ore 
it his mill, paving him die ordinary multure or 
" i d  „f Till n : A  UKhed,

< the kina' of Spain amounted to one-fifth of
t  i l J i  B1J,which t ill ,1,™  m ig h t  be

cbiiiitiered a? the real rent of the greater part 
of the fils er mines of Peru, the ritheft which 
%aye been known in the world. If there had been

no
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no tax this fifth would naturally have belonged c \ ’ 
to the landlord, and many mines might have Vr-v—  
been wrought which could not then be wrought, 
becaufe they could not afford this tax. The tax 
of the duke of Cornwall upon tin is fuppofed to 
amount to more than five per cent, or one- 
twentieth part of the value; and whatever may 
be his proportion, it would natu aliy too belong 
to the proprietor of the mine, if tin was duty 
free. But if you add one-twentieth to one-fixth, 
you will find that the whole average rent of the 
tin mines of Cornwall, was to the whole average 
rent of the fdver mines of Peru, as thirteen to 
twelve. But the filver mines of Peru are not 
now able to pay even this low rent, and the tax 
upon filver was, in 1736, reduced from one-fifth 
to one-tenth. Even this tax upon filver too 
gives more temptation to fmuggling than the tax 
of one-twentieth upon tin } and fmpggling muff 
be much eafter in the precious than in the bulky 
commodity. The tax of the king of Spain ac­
cordingly is fold to be very ill paid, and that of 
the duke of Cornwall very well. Rent, there­
fore, it is probable, makes a greater part of the 
price of tin at the moft fertile tin mires, than it 
does of filver at the moft fertile filver mines in 
the world. After replacing the ftock employed in 
working tbofe different mines, together with its 
ordinary profits, the refidue which remains to 
the proprietor, is greater it Rems in the coarfe, 
than in the precious metal.

N e i t h e r  a r e  t h e  profits of the undertakers of 
giver mines commonly very great in Peru. The

fame
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s o o  k fame mo{j. refpeftable and well informed authors 
V ryaarf acquaint us, that when any perilm undertakes to 

■work a new iriine in Peru., he is univerfally 
looked Upon as a man deftined to bankruptcy 

■ and ruin, and is upon that account jfhunned and 
avoided by every body. Mining, it feems, is 
confidered there in the fame light as here, as a 
lottery, in which the prizes d>- not compenfate 
the blanks, though the grcattiefs' of fomc tempts 
many adventurers to throw away their fortunes 
in fuch unproiperous projects.

A s  the ibvereign, however, derives a confider- 
abie part of his revenue from the produce of 
filver mines, the lav/ in Peru gives every poffible 
encouragement to the difeovery and working of 
new ones. Whoever difeovers a new mine, is 
entitled to meafure off two hundred and forty- 
fix feet in length, according to what he fup- 
pofes to be the direction of the vein, and half as 
much in breadth. He becomes proprietor of 
this portion of the mine, and can work it with­
out paying any acknowledgment to the landlord.
The intereft of the duke of Cornwall has given 
occafion to a regulation nearly of the fame kind 
in that ancient dutchy. In wafte and uninclofed 
lands any perfon who difeovers a tin mine, may 
mark out its limits to a certain extent, which is 
called bounding a mine. The bounder becomes 
the real proprietor of the mine, and may either 
work it himfeif, or give it in leafe to another, 
without the confent of the own°r of the land, to 
whom, however, a very fmall acknowledgment 
muij: be paid upon working it. In both regula-

" tions
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lions the facred rights of private property are P Hxf p* 
facrificed to the luppofed intercfts of publick »— v-~' 
revenue.

T he fame encouragement is given in Peru to 
the difeovery and working of new gold mines,- 
and in gold the king’s tax amounts only to a 
twentieth part of the ftandard metal. It was once 
a fifth, and afterwards a tenth, as in filver but 
it Was found that the work could not bear even 
the lowed o f  theft two taxes. If it is rare, how­
ever, fay the fame authors, Frezier and Ulloa, 
to find a perfon who has made his fox tune by a 
filver, it is Hill much rarer to find one who has 
done fo by a gold mine. This twentieth part 
leerns to be the whole rent which is paid by the 
greater part of the gold mines in Chili and Peru.
Gold too is much more liable to be jrnuggled 
than even fdverj not only on account of the 
fuperior value of the metal in proportion to its 
bulk, but on account of the peculiar way in 
which nature produces it. Silver is very feldom 
found virgin, but, like molt other rnetals, is 
generally mineralized with fame other body, 
from which it is rmpoffible to feparate it in fuch 
quantities as will pay for the expence, but by a 
very laboriotis and tedious operation, winch 
cannot well be carried on but in workhoufes 
erefted for the purpofe, and therefore expofed 
to the infpeftion of the king’s officers. Gold, 
on the contrary, is almoft always found virgin.
It is fometttr.es found in pieces of forne bulk; 
and even when mixed in final l and aimoft infen- ‘
Able particles with fand, earth, and other extra­

neous
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110 °  K ncous bodies, it can be feparated from them by 
'— v-— i a very fhort and fimple operation, which can be 

carried on in any private houfe by any body who 
is peddled of a fmall quantity of mercury. I f  
the king’s tax, therefore, is but ill paid upon 
filver, it is likely to be much worfe paid upon 
gold i and rent muft make a much fmaller part 
of the price of gold, than even of that of filver.

Tut; lowed price at which the precious metals 
can be fold, or the fmalleft quantity of other 
goods for which they can be exchanged during 
any confiderable time, is regulated by the fame 
principles which fix the lowed ordinary price of 
all other goods. The ftock which muft com­
monly be employed, the food, c] oaths and lodg­
ing which muft commonly be confirmed, in bring­
ing them from the mine to the market, determine 
it. It muft at lead be fufficient to replace that 
ftotk, with the ordinary profits.

T heir higheft price, however, feems not to 
be necefiarily determined by any thing but the 
actual fearcity or plenty of thole metals them- 
felves. It is not determined by that of any 
other commodity, in the fame manner as the 
price of coals is by that of wood, beyond which 
no fearcity can ever raife it. Increafe the fearcity 
of gold to a certain degree, and the fmalleft bit 
of it may become more precious than a diamond, 
and exchange for a greater quantity of other goods.

T he demand for thofe metals arifes partly 
from their utility, and partly from their beauty.
If  you except iron, they are more ufeful than, 
perhaps, any other metal. As they are Ids

liable
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liable to ruft and impurity, they can more easily c l\,,A p* 
be kept clean; and the utenfils either of the w v —«» 
table or the kitchen are often upon that account 
more agreeable when made of them. A filver 
boiler is more cleanly than a lead, copper, or 
tin one; and the fame quality would tender a 
gold boiler fl:iil better than a filver one. Their 
principal merit, however, arifes from their 
beauty, which renders them peculiarly fit for 
the ornaments of drefs and furniture. No paint 
or dye can give fo fplendid a colour as gilding.
The merit of their beauty is greatly enhanced 
by their fearetty. With the greater part of rich 
people, the chief enjoyment of riches confifts in 
the parade of riches, which in their eyes is never 
fo compleat as when they appear to poiTels thofe 
decifive marks of opulence which nobody can 
poffefs but themfelves, In their eyes the merit 
of an object which is in any degree either ufeful 
or beautiful, is greatly enhanced by its fear city, 
or by the great labour which it requires to col­
led  any confiderable quantity of it, a labour 
which nobody can afford to pay but themfelves.
Such objects they are willing to purchafe at a 
higher price than things much more beautiful 
and ufeful, but more common. Theft* qualities 
of utility, beauty, and fcarcity, are the origin d 
foundation of the high price of theft metals, 
or of the great quantity of other goods for which 
they can every where be exchanged, 'i his 
value was antecedent to and independent of their 
being employed as coin, and wis the quality 
which fitted them for that employment. That

employment,
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u o o K employment, however, by occafioning a new tie- 
nv'.nd, and by diminiihing the quantity which 
could be employed in any other way, may have 
afterwards contributed to keep up or increafe 
their valuer

T hb demand for the precious ftones arifes al­
together from their beauty. They are of no ule, 
but as ornaments,- and the merit of their beauty 
is greatly enhanced by their icarcity, or by t he 
difficulty and expetuc of getting them from the 
mine. Wages and profit accordingly make up, 
upon moft occafions, almotl the whole of their 
high price. Rent comes in but for a very final! 
iharet frequently for no fhare; arid the moft 
fertile mines only afford any confiderable rent, 
When Tavernier, a jeweller, vi Cited the dia­
mond mines of Golconda and Vifiapour, he was 
informed that the fovereign of the country* for 
whofe benefit they were wrought, had ordered 
all o f them to be first up, except thofc which 
yielded the largeft and find! ftones. The others, 
it feems, were to the proprietor not worth the 
working.

As the price both of the precious metal: and 
of the precious ftones is regulated all over the 
world by their price at the moft fertile mine in it, 
the rent which a mine of either can afford to ks  
proprietor is in proportion,* not to its.abfo.lute, 
but to what may Chile I Us ’dative fertility, or 
to its fuperiority aver o iv, m;nos of the fame 
kind. If new mines writ Tifr-v xd i,s much 
ftiperior to tholp o f Put ■••ft as turn were fwperior 
to drofe of Europe, the t of silver, might he

fo
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fo much degraded as to render even the mines 6f G :,xf  K 
Potoft not worth the working. Before the dif- u—v--;j 
cover/ of the Spanifh Wed Indies, the moft fer­
tile mines in Europe may have afforded as great 
a rent to their proprietor as the rich eft mines in 
Peru do at prefent. Though the quantity of 
filver was much lefs, it might, have exchanged 
for an equal quantity of other goods, and the 
proprietor’s fhare might have enabled him to 
pnrehafe or command an equal quantity either 
of labour or of commodities. The value both 
'of the produce and of the renr, the real revenue 
which they afforded both to the publick and to 
the proprietor, might have been the fame.

T he moft abundant mines either of the pre­
cious metals or of the precious ftones could add 
little to the wealth of the world. A  produce of 
which the value is principally derived from its 
fcarcity, is neceffarily degraded b.y its abund­
ance. A  fervice of p la te , and the other frivo­
lous ornaments of drefs and f u rn itu re , could be 
purchafed lor a fmaller quantity of labour, or 
for a fmaller quantity of commodities s and in 
this would confift the foie advantage which the 
world could derive from that abundance.

It is otherwife in e Rates above ground. The 
value both of their produce and of their rent is 
in proportion to the r abfolute, and not to their 
relative fertility. The land which produces a 
certain quantity of food, cloaths> and lodging, 
can always feed, cloath, and. lodge a certain 
number of peoples and whatever may be the 
proportion of the landlord, it will always give

him
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b o o k  hhiy a proportionable command of the labour of 
W y w  thbfe pcopHs, and of the commodities with which 

that labour dart fopply kirn. The value of the 
molt barren lands is not diminilhed by the 
neighbourhood of the m olt Fe rtile. On the con­
trary, it is generally increased by it. The great 
number of people maintained by the fertile lands 
afford a market to many parts of the produce of 
the barren, which they could never have found 
among theft whom their own produce could 
maintain.

'Whatever inctcafes the fertility of land in 
producing food, inert-ales not only the value of 
the lands upon which the improvement is be- 
ftowed, but contributes likewife to increafe that 
of many other lands, by creating a new demand 
for their produce. That abundance of food, of 
which, in conf'equence of the improvement of 
land, many people have the difpofal beyond 
what they themi'e Ives can conlwne, is the great 

. caufe of the demand both for the precious 
metals and the precious fames, as well as for 
everv other corveniency and ornament of drefs, 
lodging, houlhold furniture, and equipage. 
Food not only conRkutes the principal part of 
the Bches of the world, but it is the abundance 
of food which gives the principal part of their 
value to many other forts of riches. The poor 
inhabitants of Cuba and St. Domingo, when they 
avert firft dii’cov. red by the Spaniards, ufed to 
wear little bits of g .Id as ornaments in their hair 
and. other parts of their dee is. They fiemed to 
value the. i s  wc would do tuiy little pebbles of 

+ lomewh.it
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fomewhat m o t: than ordinary beauty, and to con- >a. ** 
fider them as juft worth the picking tip, but not v —»
worth the refufing to any body who aiked them.
They gate them to their new guefts at the firft 
requeft, without fewning to think that they had 
made them any very valuable prefent. They 
Were aftonifhed to obferve the rage of the Spa­
niards to obtain them ; and had no notion that 
there could any where be a country in which 
many people had the difpolal of fo great a Juper- 
fluity of food, fo fcanty always among them- 
felves, that for a very fmall quantity of thofe 
glittering babbles they would willingly give as 
much as might maintain a whole family for 
many years. Could they have been made to un~ 
derftand thisj the paflion of the Spaniards would 
hot have furprifed therm

P A R T  III.
fn  ^  Variations in the Proportion bittoeeh the 

rejpeffivi Values of that Sort cf Produce which 
always affords Rent, and of that which fonts times 
does and fometiinet dies not afford Rent.

T H  E  increafirig abundance o' rood, in con- 
fequence of incrcafmg improvement and 

cultivation, muft neccflhrily increafc the demand 
for every part of the produce of land which is 
not food, and which can be applied either to ule 
dr to-ornament. In the whole progrds of im­
provement, it might therefore- be expected, ti ere 
fhould be only one variation in the comparative 

Vol. I .  T  value5
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B o o k values of thofc two different forts of produce*
«... -J— ■ The value of that fort which fometimes does and 

fomecimes does not afford rent, ihould conflantly 
rife in proportion to that which always affords 
feme rent. As art and induftry advance, the 
materials of doathing and lodging, the ufeful 
foffils and minerals of the earth, the precious 
metals and the precious ftones fhould gradually 
come to be more and more in demand, Ihould 
gradually exchange for a greater and a greater 
quantity of food, or in other words, Ihould 
gradually become dearer and dearer. This ac­
cordingly has been the cafe with moft of thefe 
things upon moft occafions, and would have 
been the cafe with all of them upon all occafions, 
if particular accidents had not upon fome occa­
fions increafed the ftipply of fome of them in a 
ftill greater proportion than the demand.

T he value of a free-ftonc quarry, for exam­
ple, will neceffarily increafe with the increaling 
improvement and population of the country 
round about i t , efpecially if it ihould be the 
only one in the neighbourhood. But the value 
of a filver mine, even though there ihould not be 
another within a thouland miles of it, will not 
neceffarily increafe with the improvement of the 
country in which it is ft touted. The market for 
the produce of a free-done quarry can feldom ex­
tend more than a few miles round about it, and 
the demand mud generally be in proportion to 
the improvement and population of that fmall 
diftnft. But the market for the produce of a 

5  filver
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filver mine may extend over the whole known c llx * e’ 
world. Unlefs the world in general, therefore, '— v—** 
be advancing in improvement and population, 
the demand for filver might not be at all in- 
creafed by the improvement even of a large 
country in the neighbourhood of the mine.
Even though the world in general were improv­
ing, yet, if, in the courfe of its improvement: 
new mines ihould be difeovered, much more fer ­
tile than any which had been known before, 
though the demand for filver would ncceffariiy 
increafe, yet the fupply might incre.de in fo 
much a greater proportion, that the real price of 
that metal might gradually fall j that is, any 
given quantity, a pound weight of it, for exam­
ple, might gradually purchafe or command a 
fmaller and a fmaller quantity of labour, or ex­
change for a fmaller and a fmaller quantity of 
corn, the principal part of the fubfiftence of the 
labourer.

T a r  great market for filver is the commercial 
and civilized part of the world.

If by the general progrefs of improvement 
the demand of this market Ihould increafe, while 
at the fame time the fupply did not increafe in 
the fame proportion, the value of filver would 
gradually rife in proportion to that of corn.
Any giyen quantity of filver would exchange for 
a greater and a greater quantity of corn ; or, in 
other words, the average money price ot corn 
would gradually become cheaper and cheaper.

I p, on the contrary, the fupply by fame acci­
dent fhauld increafe for many years together in a 

T  i  greater
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8 0 j0 K greater proportion than the demand, that metal
c~~y-_i would gradually become cheaper and cheaper;

or, in other words, the average money price of 
corn would , in fpite of all improvements, gra­
dually become dearer and dearer.

But ?f, on the other hand, the fopply of the 
metal fhould increafe nearly in the fame propor­
tion as the demand, it would continue to pur­
chase or exchange for nearly the fame quantity 
of corn, and the average money price of corn 
would, in fpite of all improvements, continue 
very nearly the fame.

Tm.sr. three ieem to exhauft all the poffiblc 
combinations of events which can happen in the 
prog ref, of imp ovementj and during the courie
of the four centuries preceding the prefenr, if we 
may judge by what has happened both in France 
and Great Britain, each of thofe throe different 
comb’ ettinns feem to have taken place in the 
European market, and nearly in the fame order 
too in which 1 have here let them down,

Digre$on concerning the Variations in the Value 
of Silver during the Courfe of the Four lafi On*  
tunes,

F i r s t  P e r i o d .

J  M" i y p ,  and for fome time before, the average 
price of the quarter of wheat in England 

feems not to have been eftimated lower than four 
ounces of fdver, Tower-weight, equal to about 
twenty fhillings o f our prefent money. From

this
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this price ic feems to have fallen gradually to c Hxf. v‘ 
two ounces of filver, equal to about ten Shillings v- -v — * 
of our prefent money,, the price at which we find 
it eftimated in the beginning of the fateenth 
century, and at which it feems to have continued 
to be eftimated till about 1570.

I n  i 3 SO,  being the 25th of Edward III, wa* 
ena&ed what is called, The ftatute of labourers.
In the preamble it complains much of the info- 
lence of fervants, who endeavoured to raile their 
wages upon their mailers. It therefore ordains, 
that all fervants and labourers tlaould for the fu­
ture be contented with the fame wages and live­
ries (liveries in thofe times lignified, not only 
doaths, but provifions) which they had been ac- 
cuftomed to receive in the 20th year of the king, 
m d the four preceding years; that upon this ac­
count their livery wheat fhould no where be 
eftimated higher than ten-pence a bulhd, and 
that it fhould always be in the option of the 
maker to deliver them either the wheat or the 
money- Ten-pence a bulhd, therefore, had in 
the 25th of Edward III, been reckoned a very 
moderate price of wheat, fince it required a par­
ticular ftatute to oblige fervants to accept of it 
in exchange for their ufual livery of provifions; 
and it had been reckoned a reafonable price ten 
vears before that, or in the 16th year of the king, 
the term to which the ftatute refers. But in the 
16th ye .r of Edward III, ten-pence contained 
about half an ounce of filver, Tower-weight, and 
was nearly equal to half a crown of our prefent 
money. Four, ounces of filver, Tower-weight,

T  3 therefore,

■ ■ ..... ...... "
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b o o  k therefore, equal to fix fnillings and eighr-pence 
u —y — j  of the money of thofe times, and to near twenty 

{hillings of that of the prefent, mud have been 
reckoned a moderate price for the quarter of 
eight bufheis.

T hus ftatucc is furcly a better evidence of 
what was reckoned in thofe times a moderate 
price of grain, than the prices of home particular 
years which have generally been recorded by 
hifiortans and other writers on account of their 
extraordinary dearnefs or cheapnefs, and from 
which, therefore, it is difficult to form any judg­
ment concerning what may have been the ordi­
nary price. There are, beiides, other reafons for 
believing that in the beginning of the fourteenth 
century, and for fome time before, the common 
price of wheat was not lefs than four ounces of 
lilver the quarter, and that of other grain in pro­
portion.

T: 1309, Ralph de Born, prior of St. Auguf- 
tine's, Canterbury, gave a feaft upon his inftalla- 
tion-diy, of which William Thorn has pre­
ferred, not only the bill of fare, but the prices of 
many particulars. In that feaft were confirmed, 
if t , lift) -three quarters of wheat, which coft 
nineteen pounds, or feven {hillings and two­
pence a quarter, equal to about one-and-twenty 
nullings and fix-pence of our prefent money: 
cdly, Fifty-eight quarters c f  malt, which coft 
feventcen pounds ten {hillings, or fix {hillings a 
quarter, equal to about eighteen {hillings of our 
prefent money: 3dly, Twenty quarters of oats, 
which coft four pounds, or four {hillings a quar­

ter,



ter, equal to about twelve (hillings of our prefent c H a h. 
money. The prices of malt and oats feeni here 
to be higher than their ordinary proportion to 
the price of wheat,

T hese prices are not recorded on account of 
their extraordinary dearnefs or cheapnefs, but are 
mentioned accidentally as the prices a&ually 
paid for large quantities of grain conformed at a 
feaft which was famous for its magnificence.

I n 1262, being the 51ft of Henry III, was re­
vived an ancient ftatute called, the /fjfv z e  of 
Bread and Ale, which, the king lays in the pre­
amble, had been made in the times of his pro­
genitors fametime kings of England. It is pro­
bably, therefore, as old at leaft as the time of his 
grandfather Henry II, and may have been as old 
as the conqueft, I t regulates the price of bread 
according as the prices of wheat may happen to 
be, from one p illing  to twenty (hillings the 
quartet of the money of thofe times, gut fta- 
tutes of this kind are generally prefumed to pro- 
tide  with equal care for all deviations from the 
middle price, for thofe below it as well as for 
thofe above it, Ten (hillings, therefore, con­
taining fix ounces of filver, Tower-weight, and 
equal to about thirty (hillings of our prefent mo­
ney, muft, upon this fuppofition, have been 
reckoned the middle price of the quarter of 
wheat when this ftatute was firft enafted, and 
muft have continued to be fo in the 51ft of 
Henry III. We cannot therefore be very wrong 
in fuppofmg that the middle price was not left 
than one-third of the higheft price at which this 

T 4 ftatute
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I G 9 K ftatute regulates the price of bread, or than fiaj 
v.—r~~j (hillings and eight-pence of the money of thole 

times, containing four ounces of filver, Tower- 
weight.

F rom thefe different fads, therefore, we feem 
to have fqtne re&ion to conclude, that about the 
middle of the fourteenth century, and for a con- 
fidcrable time before, the average or ordinary 
price of the quarter pf wheat was not fuppofed to 
be lefs than four ounces of filver, Tower-weight.

F&OM about the middle qf the fourteenth to 
the beginning of the fifteenth century, what was 
reckoned the reafonable and moderate, that is the 
ordinary or average price of wheat, fee ms to have 
funk gradually to about onohalf of this price; 
fo as at laft to have fallen to about two ounces of 
filver, Tower-weight, equal to about ten .Shillings 
of our prefent money. It continued to be efti- 
mated at this price till about 1570.

In the hpulhold book of Henry, the fifth earl 
of Northumberland, drawn up in 1512, there are 
two different eftimations of wheat. In one of 
tjicm it is computed at fix (hillings and eight- 
pence the quarter, in the other at five (hillings 
and eight-pence only, In 1512, fix (hillings 
and eight-pence contained only two ounces of 
filver Tqwer-weight, and were equal tq about 
ten (hillings of our prefent money.

F rom the 25th o f Edward III, to the begin­
ning of the reign of Elizabeth, during the fpacc 
of more than two hundred years, fix (hillings and 
qight-pcnce, it appears from feveral different
ffatutes, had continued to be confidej-ed as what• «'•* • «•.*»• * * ■' ^

*§

• G o iX \



m i  • %i
THE WEALTH OF NATIONS. aft

is called the moderate and reasonable, that is the c ” rA p- 
ordinary or average price of wheat. The quan- u—y-~a 
tity of filver, however, contained in that nomii 
pal fum was, during the courfe of this period, 
continually diminilhing, in confequence of fqrpe 
alterations which were made in the coin. But 
the increafe of the value of fijver had, it fcem3, 
fo far compenfated the diminution of the quan­
tity of it contained in the fame nominal fum, 
that the legiflature did not think it worth while 
to attend to this circurnfiance.

T h u s  in 1 4 3 6  it w a s  enacted, that wheat might 
be exported without a licence when the price was 
fo low as fix fliilUngs and eight-pence: And in 
1463 it was enabled, that no wheat Humid be im­
ported if the price was not above fix lhtilings 
and eight-pence the quarter. The legifiature 
had imagined, that when the price was fo low, 
there could be no inconvenjency in exportation, 
bat that when it rofe higher, it became prudent 
to allow of importation. Six (hillings and eight- 
pence, rheefore, containing about the fame 
quantity of fdver as thirteep (hillings and four- 
pence o f our prtfent money (one third part leJs 
than the fame nominal fum contained in the time 
of Edward had in thofe times been cop-
fidored as what is called the moderate and reafqp- 
able price of wheat.

In 1554, by the il l and ad of Philip .and 
M ary; and in 1558, by the rft of Elizabeth, the 
exportation of wheat was in the fame manner 
prohibited! whenever the price o f the quarter 
^iuukl exceed fix drillings and eight ~pencef

which
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& o h  which did not then contain two penny worth 
v— ' more filver than the fame nominal funri does 

at prefent, But it had loon been found that 
to reftrain the exportation of wheat till the 
price was fo very low, was, in reality, to prohi­
bit it altogether. In 1562, therefore, by the 5th 
o f Elizabeth, the exportation of wheat was al­
lowed from certain ports whenever the price of 
the quarter Ihould not exceed ten Ihillings, con­
taining nearly the fame quantity of filver as the 
like nominal futn does at prefent. This price 
had at this time, therefore, been considered as 
avhat is called the moderate and reafonable price 
of wheat, It agrees nearly with the eftimatiorj 
of the Northumberland book in 1512,

T hat in France the average price of grain 
was, in the fame manner, much lower in the end 
of the fifteenth and beginning of the fixteenth 
century, than in the two centuries preceding, 
has been obferved both by M r, Dupre de St. 
Maur, and by the elegant author of the Effay on 
the police of grain. Its price, during the fame 
period, had probably funk in the fame manner 
through the greater part of Europe,

T his rife in the value of filver in proportion 
to that of corn, may either have been owing al­
together to the increafe of the demand for that 
metal, in confequcnce of increafing improve­
ment and cultivation, the fupply in the mean 
time continuing the fame as before; Or, the de­
mand continuing the fame as before, it may have 
been ov. »ng altogether to the gradual diminution 
of the fupply j the greater part of the mines

which



■which were then known in the world, being c Kxf  p* 
much exhaufted, and confcquently the expence c —y - -» 
of working them much increafed: Or it. may 
have been owing partly to the one and partly 
to the other of thofe two circtimftances. In the 
end of the fifteenth and beginning o f the lix- 
teenth centuries, the greater part of Europe was 
approaching towards a more fettled form of go­
vernment than it had enjoyed for feveral ages 
before. The increafe of fecurity would natu­
rally increafe induftry and improvement; and 
the demand for the precious metals, as well as 
for every other luxury and ornament, would na­
turally increafe with the increafe of riches. A  
greater annual produce would require a greater 
quantity of coin to circulate i t ; and a greater 
number of rich people would require, a greater 
quantity of plate and other ornaments of filver. 
k  is natural to fuppofe too, that the greater 
part of the mines which then fupplied the Euro­
pean market with filver, might be a good deal 
exhaufted, and have become more expenfive in 
the working. They had been wrought many of 
them from the time of the Romans.

It has been the opinion, however, of the 
greater part of thofe who have written upon the 
prices of commodities in antient times, that, 
from the Conqueft, perhaps from the iovafion of 
Julius Ca:far till the difeovery of the mines of 
America, the value of fdver was continually 
dimimihing. This opinion they feem to have 
been led into, partly by the obfervations which 
they had occafion to make upon the prices both

of
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b c o  k o f  corn and of fome otjie.r parts of the rude fm*  
i.— duce of land j and partly by the popular notion, 

that as the quantity of iilver naturally increafejs 
rn every country with the increafe of wealth, (o 
its value c'i mini files as its quantity inert lies.

in  their observations upon the prices of corn, 
three different circumflances feem frequently to 
have milled them.

F i r s t , In antient times almoft all rents were 
|>aid in kind 5 in a certain quantity of corn, 
cattle, poultry, &c. It fometimes happened, 
however, that die landlord would ftipulate, that 
he fhould be at liberty to demand of the tenant, 
either the annual payment in kind, or a certain 
fum of money inftead of it. The price at which 
the payment in kind was in this manner ex­
changed for a certain fum of money, is in Scot­
land called the converfmn price. As the option 
is always in the landlord to take either the fub- 
fiance or the price, it is neceffkry for the fafety 
o f ihe tenant, that the converlion price fhould 
rather be below than above the average market 
price. In many places, accordingly, it is not 
much above one-half of this price, Through 
the greater part of Scotland this cuftorn (Fill 
continues with regard to poultry, and in fome 
places with regard to cattle. It might probably 
have continued to take place too with regard to 
corn, had not the inilitutioo of the publick fiars 
put an end to it. TheJfe are annual valuations, 
a cord rg to the judgment of an affize, ot the 
average price o f ail the different forts o f  grain, 
and of ail the d i f f e r e n t  qualities of each, accord­

ing
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fng to the actual market price in every different c Hx^ R 
county. This inftitution rendered it fufficiently e— »■— •* 
fate for the tenant, and much more convenient 
for the landlord, to convert, as they call it, the 
corn rent, rather at what fhould happen to be 
the price of the liars of each year, than at any 
certain fixed price. But the writers who have 
collected the prices of corn in ancient times, 
i'eem frequently to have miftaken what is called 
in Scotland the convcrfion price for the aftual 
market price. Fleetwood acknowledges, upon 
one occafion, that he had made this miftake.
As he wrote his book, however, for a particular 
purpofe, he does not think proper to make this 
acknowledgment till after trasfcribirig this con-, 
verfion price fifteen times. The price is eight 
{hillings the quarter of wheat. This futn in 
1423, the year at which he begins with it, con­
tained the fame quantity of filver as fixteen (hil­
lings of our prefent money, Buc in 1562, tha 
year at which he ends with it, it contained no 
more than the fame nominal fum does at pre- 
font.

Second tv , They have been milled by the flo- 
venly manner in which feme antient ft&tutes of 
allize had been fometimes tranferibed by lazy 
copiers; and fometimes perhaps actually com­
peted by the kgiflaturc.-

T he antient lUtutcs of aflize foem to have be­
gun always with determining what ought to be 
the price o f bread and ale when the price of. 
wheat and barley were at the lowed, and to have 
proceeded gradually to determine what it ought 

6 to
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b o o k  ** ad prerium bladk” "  You {hall judge of the 
. ** __. << remaining cafes according to what is above

“ written having a refpeft to the price of corn.” 
T hirdly, Theyfeem to have been milled too 

by the very low price at which wheat was lome- 
times fold in very arttierit times.; and to have 
imagined, that as its loweft price was then much 
lower than: in litter times, its ordinary price 
mu ft likewife have been much lower. They 
might have fotihd, however, that in thofe ancient 
times, its higheft price was fully as much above, 
as its lowed price Was below any thing that had 
ever been, known in later times. Thus in 1270, 
Fleetwood gives «s two prices of the quarter of 
wheat. The one is four pounds fixftfen (hillings 
o f  the money of thofe times, equal to fourteen 
pounds tigh t {hillings of that of the prefent 5 the 
other is fix pounds eight {hillings, equal to nine ­
teen pounds four (hillings of our prefent money.
Hb price can be found in the end of the fifteenth, 
or beginning of the fixteenth century, which ap­
proaches to the extravagance of thefe. The 
price of corn, though at all times liable to varia­
tions, varies mod in thofe turbulent and dif- 
orderiy focieties, in which the interruption of all 
commerce and communication hinders the plenty 
o f one part of the country from relieving the 
{Scarcity of another. In the disorderly ftate of 
England under the Plantagenm, who governed it 
from about the middle of the twelfth, till to­
wards tire end of *he fifteenth century, one' 
diftrid might be in plenty, while another at no 
great dift.Vnce, by having its crop deftroyed

either
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either by fome accident of the feafons, or by the c ';X>A p> 
incurfion of fome neighbouring baron, might be 
fufifcrtng all the horrors of a famine j and yet if 
the lands of fome hoftile lord were imerpofed 
between them, the one might not be able to 
give the lead afllftar.ee to the other. Under the 
vigorous adrninillration of the 1 udors, who go­
verned England during the latter part of the 
fifteenth, and through the whole of the fixteenth 
century, no baron was powerful enough to dare 
to difturb the publick fecurity.

T he reader will find at the end of this chapter 
all the prices of wheat which have been coUefted 
by Fleetwood from 1202 to 1597, both incluuve, 
reduced to the money of the prefent times, and 
diverted according to the order of time, into 
feven divifions of twelve years each. At the 
end of each divifior. too, he will find the average 
price of the twelve years of which it confifts. In 
that long period of time, Fleetwood has been 
able to col left the prices c*f no more than eighty 
years, fo that four years are wanting to make out 
the laft twelve years, I have added, therefore* 
from the accounts of Eton coliege, the prices of 
1598, 1599, 1600, and 1601. It is the only addi­
tion which I have made. I he reader w.U >■ - that 
from the beginning of the thirteenth, till after the 
middle of the fixteenth century, the average price 
of each twelve years grows gradually lower and 
lower; and that towards the end ot the fixteenth 
century it begins to rife again. 1 he prices, 
indeed, which Fleetwood has been able to cel- 
left, feem to have been thofe chiefly which were

Vol.I .  U remark
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B ° j°  K remarkable for extraordinary dearnefs or cheap* 
‘—-v*—1 nefs j and I do not pretend that any very certain 

conclufion can be drawn from them. So far, 
however, as they prove any thing at ail, they 
confirm the account which I have been endea- 
vouring to give. Fleetwood himielf, however, 
feems, with mail other writers, to have believed,, 
that during all this period the value o f fitorer, in 
eonfequence of its increafing abundance, was 
continually diminifhing. The prices of corn 
which he himfelf has collected, certainly do-noc 
agree with this opinion. They agree perfc&ly 
with that of Mr, Dupre de St. Maur, and with 
that which I have been endeavouring to explain. 
Bifhop Fleetwood and Mr. Dupre de St. Maur 
are the two authors who item to have colle&ed* 
with the greateft diligence and fidelity, the prices 
o f things in ancient times. It is fomewhat curi­
ous that, though their opinions are fo very dif­
ferent, their facts, fo far as they relate to the price 
©f corn at leaft, fhould coincide fo very exactly.

It is ftot, however, fo much from the low 
price- of corn, as from that o f fome other parts 
o f the rude produce of! and, that the moil judi­
cious writers have inferred the great value of 
fiver in thofe very antient times. Corn, it has 
been faid, being a fort o f manufacture, was, in. 
rhofe rude ages, much-dearer in proportion than 
the greater part of other commodities; it is 
meant, I fuppole, than the greater part of un­
manufactured commodities; fuch as cattle, poul­
try, game of all kinds, &c. That in thofe times 
of poverty and barbarifm thefe were proporrion-

ably
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ably much cheaper than corn, is undoubtedly c Hx* p* 
true. But this cheapness was not the effed of '— M— ' 
the high Value of ftlver, but o f the low value of 
thofe commodities. It was not becauft* fiber 
would in fuch times purchafe or teprefent a 
greater quantity of labour, but becaufe fuch 
commodities would purchafe or reprefent a much 
fmaller quantity than in times df more opulence 
and improvement, Silver muft certainly be 
cheaper in Spanifh America than it) Europe ; in 
the country where it is produced, than in the 
country to which it is brought, at the expenceof 
a long carriage both by land and by lea, of a 
freight and an infurance. One-and-twenty 
pence halfpenny Sterling, however, we are toid 
by UHoa, was, nor. many years ago, at Buenos 
Ayres, the price of an ox chofen from a herd of 
three or four hundred. Sixteen (hillings (terling,
We are told by Mr. Byron, was the price of a 
good horfe in the capital of Chili. In a country 
naturally fertile, but of which the far greater 
part is altogether uncultivated, Rattle, poultry, 
game of all kinds, &c. as they can be acquired 
with a very finali quantity of labour, fo they 
will purchafe or command but a very final! quan­
tity. The low money price for which they m yf 
be fold, is no proof that the real value of Jilver 
is there very high, box that the real value of 
thofe commodities is very low,

I . vsovr, i t  muft always be remembered, and 
not any particular commodity or fett of commo­
dities, is the real meafure of the value both of 
fiber and of all other commodities,

U  a Bvr
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r, o o k But 'in countries almoft waftc, or but thinly 
»— v— ' inhabited, cattle, poultry, game of all kinds,

&C. as they are the fpontaneous productions of 
nature, fo fhe frequently produces them in much 
greater quantities than the confumpticn of the 
inhabitants requires. In fuch a ftate of things 
the fuppiy commonly exceeds the demand. In 
different {fates of fociety, in different ftages of 
improvement, therefore, fuch commodities will 
reprefentj or be equivalent to, very different 
quantities of labour.

I n every (late of Society, in every ftage ofim- 
provement, corn is the production of human in- 
Juftry. But the average produce of every fort 
of induftry is always Hiked, more or lefs exactly, 
to the average confumption; the average fuppiy 
to the average demand. In every different ftage 
of improvement, befides, the railing of equal 
quantities of corn in the fame foil and climate, 
will, at an average, require nearly equal quan­
tities of labour; or what comes to the fame 
thing, the price of nearly equal quantities j the 
continual increafe of the produ&ive powers of 
labour in an improving ftate of cultivation, 
being more or lefs counter-balanced by the con­
tinually inrreafmg price of cattle, the principal 
inftruments of agriculture. Upon all thefe ac­
counts, therefore, we may reft allured, that equal 
quantities of corn will, in every ftate of fociety, 
tn every ftage of improvement, more nearly re- 
prefent, or be equivalent to, equal quantities of 
labour, than equal quantities of any other part 
of the rude produce of land. Corn, accordingly,

it
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it has already been ebfeived, is, in all the dif~ c r,x £  p‘ 
ferent ftagesof wealth and improvement, a more —v-—> 
accurate meafure of value than any other com­
modity or d’ett of commodi ties. In ail thofe dif­
ferent ftages, therefore, we can judge better of 
the real value of filver, by computing it with 
corn, than by comparing it with any other com­
modity, or fett of commodities.

Corn, befides, or whatever elfe is the pom- 
mon and favourite vegetable food of the people, 
conftitutes, in every civilized country, the prin­
cipal part of the fubfiftence of the labourer. In 
confequcnce of the extenfton of agriculture, the 
land of every country produces a much greater 
quantity of vegetable than of animal food, and 
the labourer every where lives chiefly upon the 
wholefome food that is cftcapeft and moft abund­
ant. Butchery-meat, except in the moft thriv­
ing countries, or where labour is moft highly 
rewarded, makes but an infignificant part of liis 
fubfiftence: poultry makes a ftill fmaller part of it, 
and game no pan of it. In France, and even in 
Scotland, where labour is fomewhat better re­
warded than in France, the labouring poor fel- 
dom eat bmcherVmeat, except upon holidays, 
and other extraordinary occaftom. The money 
price of labour, therefore, depends much more 
upon fhe average money price of corn, the fub- 
iiftence of the labourer, than upon that of but­
chery-meat, or of any other part of the rude 
produce of land. The real value of gold and 
filver, therefore, the real quantity of labour 
winch they can purchase or command, depends 
much more upon the quantity of corn which

V  3
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B °j° K they can purchafe or command, than upon that 
<— v— * of* butcher’s-meat, of any other part of the rude 

produce of land.
Si < < flight o ieryations, however, upon the 

jprh s either of corn or o f  other commodities, 
would not prohably have unified fo many intelli ­
gent authors, had they not been influenced,' at 
the fume time, by the popular notion, that as 
the quantity of fiver naturally increafes in every 
country with the increafe of wealth, fo its value 
ei'.rninilhes as its quantity increafes. This no­
tion, however, teems to be altogether groundlefs.

T he quantity of the precious metals may in­
creafe in tiny country from two different ranfes* 
cither, ftrft, from the mcreafed abundance of the 
Wines which Amply k ;  or, fecondly, from the 
in created wealth of the people, from the in- 
cr ited produce of their annual labour. The 
ftrft of thell* cautes is no doubt neceflarily con­
nected with the diminution of the value of the 

’* t- -eciou;. metals j but the fecond is not.
Whew more abundant mines arc cf (covered, 

a greater quantity of the precious metals is 
brought to market, and the quantity o f the ne- 
cdfartes and convenicncies of life for which they 
nmift be exchanged being the fame as before, 
‘cquil quantities of the metals mull beexchungeef 
for fmallcr quantities of commodities. So far, 
therefore, as die intreafe of the quantity of the 
prcciou , metals in any’ country arifes from the in- 
created abundance of the mines, it is neceflarfly 
connected with fumy diminution of their value.

W hen,' on the contrary, the wealth of any 
country increafes, when the annual produce of

its
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•its labour become; gradually greater and greater, c f̂ fA p* 
a greater quantity of coin becomes needfary in w y j  
order to circulate a greater quantity of commo­
dities ; and the people, as they can afford it, as 
they have more commodities to give for it, will 
naturally pure hale a greater and a greater quan­
tity of plate. The quantity of their coin will 
increase from neceffity ; the quantity of their 
plate from vanity and oftentation, or from the 
fame realon that the quantity of fine flames, 
pi&ures, and of every other luxury and curiofity, 
is likely to increafe among them. But as ffo- 
tuaries and painters arc not likely to be worfe 
rewarded in times of wealth and profperity, than 
in times of poverty and depreffion, fb gold and 
iilver are not likely to be worle paid for-

Tme price o f  gold and fdver, when the acci­
dental difeovery of more abundant mines does 
not keep it down, as it naturally rifes with the 
wealth of every country, lb, whatever be the 
f  ate of the mines, it is at all times naturally 
higher in a rich than in a poor country. Gold 
and fdver, like all other commodities, naturally 
-feck the ,market where the beft -price is p iv< ri for 
them, and the beft price is commonly given for 
every thing in the country which can belt afford 
it. Labour, it mull: be remembered, is the ulti­
mate price which is paid for every thing, and m 
countries where labour is equally well rewarded, 
the money price of labour will be in proportion 
to that of the fubiiftence of the labourer. But 
gold and filver will naturally exchange for a 
greater quantity of fubiiftence in a rich than in a

y  4 poor
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v—«o (ubfaience, than in one which is but indiffer­
ently fupplied with it. If the two countries are 
at a great diftance, the difference may be very 
great; becaufe though the metals naturally fly 
from the worie to the better market, yet it may 
be difficult to cranfport them in fuch quantities 
ns to bring their price nearly to a level in both.
If  the countries are near, the difference will be 
1 mailer, and may fornetimes be fcarce percep­
tible j becaufe in this cafe the tranfportation 
will be ealy. China is a much richer country 
than any part of Europe, and the difference be­
tween the price of fubfiftence in China and ia 
Europe is very great. Rice in China is much 
cheaper than wheat is any where in Europe. 
England is a much richer country than Scot­
land \ but the difference between the money- 
prifie of corn in thole two countries is much 
Up,tiler, and is but juft perceptible. In propor­
tion to the quantity or meafure, Scotch corn 
generally appears to be a good deal cheaper than 
i.ngliih ■, but in proportion to its quality, it is 
.mainly fom what dearer. Scotland receives 

Jm oit every year very large fupplies from Eng­
land, and every commodity mull commonly be 
lo roc what dearer in the country to which it is 
brunght than in that from which it comes. 
Engiifh porn, therefore, rnuft be dearer in Scot­
land t han in England, and yet in proportion to 
its quality, or to the quantity and goodnei’s of 
the flour or meal which can be made from it, it 
cannot commonly be fold higher there than the

Scotch
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Scotch com which, comes to market in competi- c Hx * «• 
tion with jr. w.—y~~J

T ub difference between the money price of 
labour in China and in Europe, is ftill greater 
than that between the money price of fubfift- 
encc j becaufe the real rccompenc; of labour is 
higher in Europe, than in China, the greater 
part qf Europe being in an improving ftate,
.while China teems to be Handing full. The 
money price of labour is lower in Scotland than 
in England becaute the real recompence of la­
bour is much lower; Scotland, though advanc­
ing to greater wealth, advancing much more 
Jlpwly than England, The frequency of emi­
gration from Scotland, and tire rarity of it from 
England, Efficiently prove that the demand for 
labour is very different in the two countries.
I he proportion between the real recompence of 
labour in different countries, it muff be remem­
bered, is naturally regulated, not by their adltial 
wealth or poverty, but by their advancing, fta- 
tionary, or declining condition.

G old and lilver, as they are naturally of the 
greateft v due among the r:theft, fo they are rva*- 
turaliy of the leaft value among the pboreft na­
tions, Among favages, the poo reft o f all na­
tions, they are o f lcarce any value.

In great towns corn is always dearer than in 
remote parti of the country. This, however, is 
the effect, not of the real cheapnefs of lilver, but 
of the real dearnefs o f corn. It docs riot coft 
lefs labour to bring ftlver to the great town than 
to the remote parts of the country; but it cofts 
a, great deal more to bring corn,

U
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* u (°  ’ Iw .fome-very rich aacl commercial countries 
w»y—j  fuch as i  Holland and the territory of Genoa, coru 

is dear for the fame reafon that it is dear in'great 
towns. They do not produce enough to main­
tain their inhabitants. They are rich in the in- 
duftry and fkill o f their artificers and manti- 
fifhirers ; i a every fort of machinery which can  
facilitate and abridge labour; in [hipping, and 
in all the other infiruments and means of car­
riage and commerce: but they are poor in corn;, 
which, as it rmift be brought to them from difr- 
tartt Countries, muft, by an addition to its price,
JW for the carriage from thofe countries. It 
does not coft lets labour to bring filver to Am- 
fterdam th.au to D antdck; but it cofts a great 
deal more to bring corn. The real coft of filver 
muft be nearly the fame in both places; but 
that ot corn muft be very different. Diminifh 
the real opulence either of Holland or of the ter­
ritory of Genoa, while the number of their inha­
bitants remains the fame.: diminifh their power 
of fupplyiog themfelvcs from tuft.tnt countries; 
nod the price of corn, inflead of fusing  with 
that diminution in the quantity of their filver, 

nich muft medlars Iv accompany dus cieclen- 
fton either as its cau fe  or as inudfre) \ 'ill rife to 
tilt p r ice  o f  a famine. W h en  w c  arc in want of 
ncCcfTitries we muft part we . all luperOuides, of 
which the value, as it riles in times of opulence 
ind prosperity, fo it finks in times of poverty and 
c.fhvf*. It is ytherwife wiih neccftaries. Their 
r e d  price, the quantity of labour w h ich  they can 
parch,lie or command, riles in tin ?$ of poverty 
and diftrefj, and finks in times of opulence and

profperity,
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profpxriry, which are always times of great c vx * p-
abundanCe; for they could not otherwife be y-_>
times of opulence and profperity. Corn is a 
necclTary, filver is only a ftperduity.

W hatever, therefore, mav have been the in- 
creafe in the quantity of the precious metals, 
which, during the period between the middle of 
the fourteenth and that, of the fixteenth century, 
arofe from the increafe of wealth and improve­
ment, it could have no tendency to diminifh 
their value either in Great Britain, or in any 
other part of Europe. If thole who have col­
lected the prices of things in ancient times, 
therefore, had, during this period, no reafon to 
infer the diminution of the value of filver, from 
any obferyations which they had made upon the 
prices either of corn or of other commodities, 
they had flill .left reafon to infer it from any fup- 
pofed ipercafe of wealth and improvement.

S e c o n d  B e r i q d.

T> U T  how various foever may have been the
J opinions of the learned concerning the pro- 

grefs of the value of filver during this firft pe­
riod, they are unanimous concerning it during
the fecond.

F rom about 1570 to about 1640, during a 
period of about fevehty years, the variation in 
the proportion between the value of filver and 
that of corn, held a quite oppofite courfe. Sil­

ver


