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T HE ﬁrﬁ: Edmon of ﬁle followmg Worl: o
A was printed in thm end of the year
i 1775, and in the beginning of the year
1776. . Through the greater part of the
Book, therefore, whenever the prefent flate
of things is mentioned, it is to be underftood
of the ftate they were in, either ‘about that
j tmie, ‘or a': dome earher period, during the

T the third Edition, however, I have made
everal additions, particularly to the. chapter
upo -i;l}mwbacks, and to that upon Bounties ;
i new chapter entitled, The Conclu-

e

time [ was employ‘ed in writing the Book."
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N this fourth Edition I have made no al-
“ terations of any kind. § L now, however,
' find mylelf at liberty to acknowledge my very
- great obligations to Mr. HENRY Hore of Am-
‘fterdam. To that G_entleman I owe the molt
- diftind as well as liberal information, con-

cerning a very intercfling and important fub-
\Uject, the Bauk of Amferdam; of which no ||
* printed account had ever appeared to me f{a-
_-':;-'tiafa&orjr, ot even intelligible. The name of’
that Gentleman is fo well known in Europe,
the mformatlon which comes from him muft
_':‘-do fo much hunour to whoever has been fa-
voured A
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NATURE A"Z‘D CAUSE

ORI THE

WEALTH OF NATIONS.
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INTROBUCTIGN AND PLAN 01" THB W(‘.‘RK.

- HE annual labOur of‘ every nation is the dntrodudt, |
. sfund  which ougmallyjupphcs it with )
- all the mnees arn:s ahd conveniencies of ,,'
life. wh:ch it annually confumes, anci which cone -
always cither in the immediate produce of
that labour, or in what is purchaied \hth that pro-
duce from othet nations,
Accorpiyo therefore, as this prodmc, or Whit

s purchafed with ic, bears a greater o “fimaller

proportion to the number of thofé who are to
confume ity the nation will be better or worfe
Supplied with all the neceffaries and convcnf-
encies for which it has occafion., -

Bur this proportion mugt in every nation be
regulated by two different cwcomftances; firft,
by the fkill, dext;:nty, and judgment with which

Moe.2 1000 B its



AN THE NATURE AND 'CAUSES OF @L
oduts its labour is  generally applied 5 and, decondly, i
"By the proportion between the nutmber of thofe
who ere employed in Yofeful labour, and that of i
thofé. who are nog sfo. emploged. . Whatever be
thesfoil, climate; or extent. of territory of any
particular nation,  the abundance or sfcantinfs of
its annual Supply ‘nilt, in that particular 'l'f:ua-.-

i " tion, ‘depend upon thole two circuriiftances, D
|0 Tz abundance o feantingls of, thisTupply too
v s feems to depend mofe_upun the former of .tho&g
sl o) circuniftances than upon the lacier.  Among
' the'¥avage ‘nations 'of bhunters and filhers; every
L o individual who is able to work, is more or lég '
Vo . employed in uleful. Jaboury.-and endeavours to
provide, as well as he can, the necéifaries and

" conyeniencies of life, for himitelf, or Fuch of his
farnily or tribe as are either too old, or too young,
' ortoo infirm to go a hunting and ﬁmiq’g-.--"' Such
nations, ' however, are "o niiferably poor, that
from miere want; they are frequently reduced, or
at leaft  think  themfelves reduced; to the necele
 fity: fometimes ofudirectly. deltroying, and fome-
times of abandoning their infants, their old ‘peo-
ple, and thofe afilicted with lingering difeafes, to
perith with hunger, ot to be devoured by wild
wealtss Among  civilized - and “thriving nations;
on the contrary, though'a great number of people
do not labovr at all, many of whomt confume  the
produce of «ten  times, frequently of a hundred
sitries more labour tlian che greater part of (thofe
whorwork ; ‘yet the produce of the ‘whole labour
of the fociety is fo great, thatallare often ‘abun< .
dantly fupplicd, and a workman, even of the

i) Gk o Towelt
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t'ESHE WMUK’H OF‘ HWIQN&

i favage toacquire, | oo MR i
1 T'ee veaufesiof | this 1mprovemcnt inc tbc pro-
dué‘twe p{aw:rps of Jaboury and! the - order, A600Ed-

_*0"&’@[{1 and&paore& Bl‘dCﬁ ffﬁ h& 13 ﬁ‘llgal and m- Inzmduﬂ
‘may enjoy agreater fhare of the.necel- °
faries and ean?emencmmf hfe than it m poﬂ‘lbic for'

A J

bt

ing to which /its: produce iy nawrally diftributed

he  different ranks and conditions of men
{oeiety, make the fub_}e& of the Fxrﬂ: Book

amon,
iy the
of this Inquirys

A WHATBVER ba the a&ual f’cate of the ﬂul!
dextemy, and 3udgment with |which labour is
. applied, in: any nation, the abundance or feanti-
nefs ofits.annual. {upply muft depend, during the
- continuance of | chat ftate, upon the proportion
between ithe number of thofe. who are -annually:

_empleycd, in ufeful labour, and that of thole whe

‘are not fo employed,  The number of wieful and

_produﬁtmc labourers, it will: ‘hereafrer. appear, is
every where in propomou to the quantity ‘of cas
pital ftock which is employed in {etting. them ro

work, and. to the particplar way in which it is fo

empioycd The Second Buok, therefore, treats
~of the nature of icapital ftock, of the manner in

which. it is gradually. accumulated;  dnd of the

different quantities of labour which it puts, into

. motion, according to the different ways in which

'it is employed.

-NaTtrons tolerably well advanced s to ﬂu}l
_dex:emy, and judgment,  in; ‘the apphcatmn of
labour, ‘have, followed very different plans in’ the

general. ‘onduct \or direction of it; and thofe

| plans have not all been equally favourable to the
: i oreatnels
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' -.mmdu& greatnefs of its produce. . ‘The. policy of forme
===~ nations has given cxmnzdmary encouragement

iy to the induftyy of the country 3 that of others to

‘ the induftey of towns. Scarce any nation has

[ deale equally and impartially with. every fort of

| induftry.  Since the doynfall of the Roman: ems
pire, the palicy of Europe bas been more favour~
able to arts, mamnfactares, and commerce, the
induftry of towns;  than to agriculture, the in-

. duftry of the country. The circumftances which

 feem to have incroduced and . eftablithed this | po-

- ey are cxphlnet‘l iy the Third Book:

THovsH thofe d:ﬁorent plans werey pe:hap,s,
firlt introduced by the private. interefts and pre-
Juchcea of particular orders of men, without any
regard to, or for efight) of, their cmihqucnces
upon the' gencral welfae of the fociety 5. yer they
have given occalion to wvery different theories

of political ecconomy ;. of which fome magnify
the importance jof that induftry which is carried
on in towns, others of that which is earried on in
- the country. 1Thole theories have had: a confi-
derable influence, not only upon the opinions of
men of icaming, but upon the public conduét of
princes and fovercign ftates. I have endeavour-
ed in the Fourth Back, to explain, s ﬁzlly and
diftinétly as I can, thofe diffcrens theories, and the
principal efiefts which they have prod!;meé in dif-
ferent ages and nations.

T'o enplain in what has conﬁﬂtd the revenne
of the great body of the people, or what has been
the nature of thole funds, which, indifierent ages
and nations, have fopplicd their annual confump-

tion,

e L Tt
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"~ tion; is'the objed of ihefe Tou firfk Books. The Introdust,

&

¥

Fifih and, 1aft Book treats of the revenue of the ==~
© fovercipn, or commonwealth. ' In this book I =~

have endeavoured to thow; firft, what are the

necellary expences of the {overeign, or common.

- wealth; which 'of thofe expendes ought to be deés

 frayed by the general conttibution of the whold
{ociety ; ‘and which of thern, by thar of fome par-
ticular part only, or of fome particular members
of it: fecondly, what are the different mechods
in which the whole fociety may be made t con-
wibute towards defraying the “expences incum-
- bent on the whole fociety, and what are the
. principal advatitages ‘und 1nconvehisncies of each
of thofe methods: and, thirdly and laftly, what

part of this tevenue, or to contra& debis, and
- what have been the effeéts of thofe debes upon the

realwealth, the annual produce of the land ang Ji-

four of the focicty,

s . BOOK

mtﬁﬁ reafons -ﬁlid"cauﬁ:'sfl whsch h'ﬁt_: indueed
- almolt all modern governments to moitgage fome'
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biso * Of the Caufes of I mprovement in the Produc-
tive’ Powers of \Labour, and of the Order
[l aceording to which'its Produce is naturally
| i dzﬁnbuted among the drﬁerent Ranks of
the Pedple. e A

e, H A P bt 24
Of tbe Dmyz’on of Laéaz;r.

i BOOKX THF greateft improvement in the produc_
; tive powers of labour, and the greater
part of the ¥kill, dexterity, and judgment with
which it is any where diteted, or applied, $eem
to have bcE:n the effeé‘ts of thc dm{lon of la-

botit,

. ThaE effe@ts of the divifioni of labour, in the
general bufinefs of Jociety, will be more ea{rly
undcrgood by confidering in what manner it
‘operates indome particular manufaftures. It js
commonly fuppafed to be carried furtheft in
fortie  very trifling oves ; not perhaps that it
really is carried. further in them than in others of

more. 1mportance but in thofe thfling manufac-
“tures which are deftined to fupply the,g'mall wants
of but a fmall number of people, the whole

number of workmen mult neceflirily be {mall ;
and thof¢ employed in every different branch of
the work can often be colleted into the  fame

' workhoufe,
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woikhoufe, ‘and plaea& At once under the: view:of ¢ # o B,
the ' fpa&atoﬁ |inlithofe: great, manufa&:ures, O, i’

the ‘contrary,  which aw deftined to, fupply the

great wants of ithe  great: body of the people;

every different  branch, of the work employs o
great a number of workmen; that it is/impoffible
- tacollect them allinto the {ame workhoufes Wi
. can feldom fee more, atonetime, than thofe crn+
ployed in one fingle branch. . Though in . fuch
manufattures, therefore, ' the work may really. be

divided into ‘2 ‘much greater number -of parts;

\ than in thofe of amore trifling nature,  the divi-
fion is not near fo obvious, and has accordmuly
bacn much lefs obferved. .

/To take an example;, therefore, from. a very
) tnﬂmg manufaéture; but one in which the dipi
Jfion of labour has been very often taken notice
of. the trade of the pin-maker; a 'workman not
educared to this bufinefs (which the divifion of
labour has rendered a  difiinét ~trade);  nop ace

'quamted with the ufe of the machmcry employed

in it (to the ‘invention of which the fame divi-
fion of Iabour has probahly given occaﬁonf),‘

could fcarce, perhaps, with bis utmoft induftry,

-make one pin in a day, and ceitamly could jnog
make twenty.  But in the way in which this
. bufinefs is now carried on, not only the. whole
| workisa pccuhat trade, but it is divided into a
number of branches, of which the greater part.
likewife peculiar trades,. ‘Qne man draws
,irc,- another ftraights it, a third cuts i,
points ir, a fifth grinds it at the top for
‘the' head, to make the head requires

B 4 twe
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M 4 peculnar bufinefs, to whiten the pins is another ;
it is even a trade byitfelf to put them into the .

'pap‘,r, and the important bufinefs of making a

piniis, in this manner, divided into abour eighe
teen diftinét operations, which, in forne mianys
factories,  are all performed by diftinét hands,

thovgh in others the fame man will fometimes

perform two or. three of them. 1 have feen a
{mall manufadtory of this kind where  ten men
only were employed, and where fome of ‘them

~ confequently - performed two or three diftinét
operations,  But though they were very peor,

‘and therefore  but indifferently aceommodated

with the necelfary machinery, they could, when

_ they exerted themfelves, make among them

about twelve pounds of pins in a day. There
arein a pound vpwards of four thoufand pins of
a middling fize. Thofe ten perfons; therefore,
could make among'thcm upwards of forty-eight
thoufand pins in 2 day. Fach perfon, therefore,
maling a tenth parc of forey-eight thoufand

_pins, might' be confidered’ as making four thou-
fand eight hundred pins in a day. But if they

had all wrought feparately and independently,

and without any of them having been educared
to this peculiar bufinefs, they cértainly could not
each of them have made twenty, perhaps not one
pin in a'day; that is, certainly, not the twa

hundred and fortieth, perhaps not the four thou-
‘fand eight hundredth part of what they are ag

prr:(cnr capablc of pcrformmg, in confequence of

2 pmpcr

Q.

ﬂlfﬂ % twoor three diftinét operations; to. put. it ony iy
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operations.
Incevery otbcr art and manufa&ure, rlm e&’eﬂs

of the divifion of labour are fimilar 'to what ehﬁy'
are in this very trifling one; though in many of
them, the labour can neicher be fo muchfubdis’
vided,  nor reduced to' fo great a Gmplicity of
- operation,! The divifion of labour, however,
far us it can be introduced, cccafions, in every

~arty a proportionable increafe of the productive

powers of labour. The ‘feparation of difierent

trades and employments from one another; feerns
to have taken place, in confequenm of ithis ads
vantage. This feparaum too iy generally carried
Aurthet in thofe countries which enjoy the higheft
- degree of induftry and improvement ; whatis the

work of oone man in 2 rude flare of fociety, being

‘generally that of feveral in an lmpmv'ed one.

~In every improved fociety, the farmer s gengs

rally nothing but a farmer; the manufaurer,
nothing but a manunfaturer,  The labour oo
which s neceﬁ‘ary fo. produce any one ccmpie:e
manufacture, is almoft alwags divided among @
great number of hands. How many differvnt

trades are employed in each branch of the linen: |
and woollen manufa@ures, from the growers of

the flax and the wool, to the bu,'achers and
{maothers of the linen, or to the dyers and drefi™
" etsof the cloth!  The nature of agriculture, in-
d&éd, ‘does not admit of fo many {ubdivifions of
labo or of fo complete 2 feparation of one
buﬁneﬁ“r.s -Emm another,  as manofactares. It is
'lmpoﬁ'hlc to feparm fo entirely, the bufinels of
the

S

e é‘ |
™ prqpcrﬁmfmn aud cumbmuhwf thcit* ﬁzﬁ:rmt e i
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: ”»ara K the! grizier from that of the corn.farmer, ‘as the -
| Gl 'made: of the «carpenter is  commonly ieimr.«uf:d
{ " from.that of ghe fmith. [ The: fpinnev is almoft
' ; always a- diftinct pcrﬁm from the weaver ; but
{ . the ploughman, the hartower,  they fower | of  the
t ' feed, and the: reaper of the ‘eorny are o&cnc the
- {ame,  [The occafions’ for thofe different. forts of
labour returning  with the  different feafons of the
year, itis impofiible that one. man fhould be! con-
ftantly employed in any one of them.  This im-
pollibility of making fo complete and entire afe-
: paratmrs of all the different branches of labourems
Watta e ployed in agnculmre,' is perhaps the reafon why
the improvement of the produétive powers of la«
bour in this art, docs not ‘always Leep pace with
their Impmvemcnt in manufatures. The moft
opulent nations, - rindeed, generally excel all their
neighbours in agriculture: as well as in manufacs
“tures;  but . they: are commonly more diftin-
guithed by their fuperiority in the latter than in
the former. Their lands are in general better
_ cultivated, and having more labom and expence
i beltowed upon them, produce more in propor-
P tion to the extent and natural fertilicy of the
| ground 'Buthisfuperiority of produce is feldom
iy ‘much  more than in proportion to the fupe-
; riority of labour and expence. In agricultare,
1 the ‘labour of the rich coyntiy is not always
I ‘much more produ&we than that of the poor ; or,
§ at leaft, it is never fo:much more productive, ‘as
.* it commonly is in manufactures. The corn of
i . the rich country, therefore, will not always, in
_' the fame degree of goodnefs;, "come cheaper o
: - market

|
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* miarket ehdn that of the peor, The cor
iaﬂd 'in the fame degree’ of goodnefs, is
as that ‘of France, ‘notwithftanding the fuperior

"opulence and’ improvement | of the latrer countrys

The cdorn ‘of France 'is;" in ‘the corn’ ‘provinges,

 fullyas good, arid in moft vears nearly abowr the
" fame price with ' the corn ‘of England;’ though, in

opulence ‘and 'improvement, " France (is ‘perhaps
inferior to England.  The corn:lands of  Engs
land, hewever, are berter-cultivated than thofe of
4 \Er“an'ce; vand the corn-lands ‘of France! are faid to
~be ‘much" better cultivated than thofe of Poland,
But' though ' the poor country, . notwithltanding

thei inferiority of! its cultivation, - can, n fome

. meafure, ! rival ithe  rich in the cheapnefs and
| goodnefs of its corny it can pretend to no fuch
‘competition in'its manufaftures; ac: leall if thofe
_ ma:nu&&ﬁti:sf.: duit the ! foily climate, and {itvation

‘ofithe rich: country. ‘The filks of France are

better and " cheaper ‘than thofe of | Engldnd, be-

caufe ‘the " filk ‘manufatture, at leaft under the

| préfent high 'duties’ upon  the importation of raw
- filk, does! not fo well fuit the climate of) Eagland

| asitha! of France. . But the hard-ware and \the

. coarfe waoliens of England are beyond all: com-

. Iparifon {uperlot o ‘thole 'of France, and much

| chedper too in 'the famé degree of goodaefs,  In
_'.;'f:'PﬂIand there are faid to 'be  fearce any mauufac-
| tures of any kind, afew of thofe coarfer houfehold
wﬂ" adtores excepred, WlthOLt which no coumry
'Wf&bﬁﬁ‘ -

great dncreafe in the quantnty of work
"-"-"Whmhs lH-‘-tOnfcquencc of the divifioh of Jabour,
the

-hau -eheap ww
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Bq Iﬁ % the fame number of people are capable of pere
W forming, is awing to three dxﬁ'erent ciroumftances;
firfly 1o the increafe of dexterity in every par-
ticular. workman 3 fecondly, to the faving of
the time whigh is commonly loft in  pafling from
one fpecies. of  wark to another; and lafly, to
the invention of 4 great number of machines which
facilitate and abridge - labau»r, and cnablc ono man
to dﬁ tha work of many. '
 ¥irst, the improvement of the dcxwmy of |
the workman peceffarily idcreafes the quantity ‘6f
the ‘werk -he can perform; and the  divifion of
labour, by reducing every man’s bufinefs ta fome
one fimple operation, and by making this ope-
tation the fole employment of  his life, negeflas
sily increafes very much the dexterity of the
workmar, A common fmithy who, though /ac-
cuftomed to handle the hammer, has never been
wled, to make ‘nails, if upon fome particular 6c-
cafion ha is obliged to attempt ity will fcarce, A
am affured, be able to make above two or three
hundred nails ih & day, and thofe too very bad
ones. . A finith who has been accuftomed o
make nails, but whofe fole or principal bufinefs
~ has not been that of a mailer, can feidom with hig
utmoft: diligence make more than eight hundred
ora thou(and nails in aday. 1 have feen feve-
ral boys under twenty yesrs of age who had
never exercifed any other trade but that of rmak-
ing nails, and whe, when they exerted them-
felves, could make, cach of thew, vpwards of
two thoufand three hundred pails in a day. The
akmg of a nail, however, is by no meaps an?
o



b .
o the. fimpleft operations.  The  fime perfon © # A 7.
blaws the bellows, firs or mends the fire as theré oamed
- 1s occafion; heats the iron, and  forges evcry pm‘t
of the nail: 1 In:forging 'the head too he m
obliged to change rhis tools. « The different opes
rations into which the making of a piny orof 2
metal button, ' is fubdivided, = are ‘all of them
rouch more fimple; and the dexterity of the' per-
"{;_,; fon, of 'whofe life i¢ has been the fole bufinefs to
‘perform them, /is. vfvally: much greater,  The ra.
Pidity with which fome of the eperations of thofe
manufaitures are. performed, exceeds what the hu«
man hand couldy by thofe who had never feen
thewr, be fuppofed capable of acquiring, .
SECONDLY,  the advantage which is gained by
“faving, the. time cominonly loft in pafiing from
one, fort of work to anothery is much: greater”’
 than we fhould at firft view be apt to imagine it
le is impoflible to. pa very quickly from one
kind of work to another, that is carried on in a
different place, and with quite difierent tools,
A country weaver, who.cultivates a fmall farm,
muft lofe.a good deal of time in pafling from his
loom. to the ficld, and from che field to his: loom
Whet she. twoi trades can be carried on in this"
fame workhoule, the. lofs of time is no doubt
much lefs, Itis even in chis cafe, however, very
confiderable. « A man commonly (aunters a Bittle
in turpiog his hand from one fort of employment
- to another, . When he firft begins the new work
hﬁ‘}iﬁ: . very seen and ht‘:irty; his mind, as
they. fay, does.not go o it, and for fome time he
g m&hﬁr iy l&&;han appl.igs 10 g(w'd : -Purpﬁﬁi'. ah ¢

habit




nl'-'*ﬁflﬂ babzt of . fauntenng and of Iltdolcnt.ﬁarelcfs a
;.,.....,_,__, plication; . which s naturally, or . rather  necefla
rily acquired by every country: workman ' who is
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obligedito change, his work .and | his tools every
half houry and to apply his hand in twenty dif
ferent ways almolt every day of his life; renders

- him almoft always flothfol and. lazy, and incas
pable of ‘any vigorous application even on the

moft prefling occafions.  Independent, therefore,

‘of his deficiency in point of dexserity, this caufe
alone muft always redvce confiderably the quan- ,

my of 'work which he is capable of performing,
" TuieoLy, andlaftly, every body muft be I'en-

-~ fible how .much !abour 18 facilitated and abndged

by the applu.anou of proper ‘machinery.’ It is

i unneceffary to give any example T (hall only ol
“ferve, therefore, that ‘the invention of all thole

eachings 'by which labour is fo much’ facﬂztatcd
and abridged, feems to have been" otiginally
owing to the divifion of labour, Men “are much

more likely to dilcover cafier and readier me.
" thods of attaining any objeét, when the ‘whole

attention of their minds is direfted ‘towards thae.
fingle object, than when itiis d;ﬂ'ipa:cd among a
great variety of things. ' But in confequence of
the divifion ' of labour, the whole of ‘every man’s
attention. comes naturally to be directed: ‘towards

fome one very fimple objed. Tt is naturally to

be expeéted, therefore, that fome one or othér of
thole who' are employed in each particular branch
of labour thould foon find out eafier and readier
methods of performing ' their ‘own ' particular
work, wherever the nature of it admits of foch
' improvement,



 Vle of in thofe manufaures in which 1
bour is moft fubdivided, were originally the in.

wentions of comimon’ wotkinen, who, being e&ch

ofiichem employed  in fomte very fimple operation,

naturally ieurned: cheit! thoughes towards finding

out: eafier and readier methods of performing it

Whoever has been much accuftomed to vifir fuch

manufactures,  muft frequently have been thewn
very pretty machines, which were the inventions
of  fuchyworkmen, in' order to facilitate and

quicken cheit own particular part. of : the work.,

An the fielt fire-engines, a boy was conftantly em-
ployed toiopen ‘and fhut aleernately the commus-
nication between the boiler and the cylinder, acs
cording as, the pifton either afcended o de.

 feended.  Ouneof thole boys, who loved to p'l;)r_
with his .companions, obferved that, by tying a

{tring from the handle of the valve which Opened
this. communigation to another part of the ma-
chine, the valve wonld open and (hut withoue his
aflitance, and leave him at liberty to divert him-

Aelf with. his play-fellows. - One of the igreateft

improvements that has been made upon, this ma-
chine, fince it was firlk invented, was. in this man-

mer the difcovery of a boy who wanted to fave his
SO labours sl L bt

< Au the improvements in machinery, hoi-
ever,. have by no means been the inventions of
thofe, who had' occafion o ufe the  machines,
MaﬂYu ]

o

A great pare of the miuchines © B
S

mr@‘fﬁmems have becn made by the
ingenuity of the makers of the machines, wheiy
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“*’3%9 % to make them became the bufinefs. of a peculiar -

et trade ; and fome by that of thofe who are called
philofophers or menof fpeculation, whofe rrade

it is not to do any thing, but to obferve every
thing 3 and who, wvpon that account, are often
capable of combining togecher the powers of the
moft diftant and difhimilar objects.  Inithe pros
grefs of fociety, philofophy. or fpeculation be-
£omes, like every other employmcnt, the prm- :
cipal or fole trade and occupation ‘of a pargicular
clafs of citizens.  Like every other employmcnt
toe, it is fubdivided into. a great number of
different branches, each of which affords occu-
‘pation 10 o peculiar tribe or clafs of philofo-
phers ;. and. this fubdivifion of employment in
ph]lo{bphy, as weil \as in every other bufinefs,
improves dexterity, and faves time. . Each indi-
vidual becomes more expert.in his own peculiar
branch, more work is done upon  the whole, and
the quantity of fcienceis confiderably increafed by
it, il |
Iv is the great multiplication of the produc-
‘tions of all the different arts, . in "confequencc
of the divifion of labour, which occafions, in a
well-governed - fociety, ‘that univerfal opulence
which extends itfelf to the loweft ranks of the
people.  Every workman has a great quamny
of his own work to difpofe of beyond what he
himfelf has oceafion for; and every other work-
man being exadtly in the fame fitvation,  he is
enabled to exchange a great quantity of his own
goods for a great quantity, or, what comes to
the fame thing, for the price of a great quan-
8 tty
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d-mt lﬁm as amplja wmh what he has ot:cafiun. ;

and a general plenty diffufes xtf'ﬁif through all t}r i

difft:rcm ranks of the fociety,

""Ossrrve the accommodation of the moft "cdm?s'“'
mon artificer or day-labourer in a civilized and
thriving country, and you ‘will' perceive that' the

Aumber of people of whofe induflry 4 par,
though bBur a finall part, ‘has been cmploycd in

'procurmp hrm this accommodation, exceeds all
ce*m‘pt‘ttwon. ‘Fhe woollea ¢oat, for ewmple,'
which covers the day- labourer, as coarfe and
rotigh as ‘it may appedr, is the produce of  the
joint fabour of a great mulritude of workmen.'
'The fhepherd; the forter'of the wool, the woo!-j '
comber or’ carder, ‘the dyer, the fcnbb]c'r, the
fpmner, the weaver, the fuller, t!‘c drcﬁ%r, w1thr'
many others, muft all join theie di fiérent aics in
order 10 complete even dhis homely produétiony
How many merchants and carriers, belides, mult

have Dbeen employed in tmnrport ng ‘the mare-

nals f'rom fome of thofe workimen to others who i
a very diftant part of the country |
commerce and navigation in parti-

'nhany"ﬂiip«b'ui'lders}", failors, ''fail-
] hcen emf‘-lov'ed

:,Y_""ht dyer, which oﬁ:en come from'
r'uers oF th'c wo:»ld l' What :'1.' :

meﬁ"! To fay nnthmg of fuch comp Icated =
S o C chines
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chmes as. the fhip of thc ﬁu}or, thc rmll of the
.'fullcr, ‘o even (the loony af ‘the weaver, let, us

" confider only what a variety of labous is requi-
fite in order to form that very ﬁmplc machine,
the fhears with which  the, fhepherd clips the
wool. - The mmcr, ithe, bmldw of the furnace

.\ for fmplting the ‘ore, the feller of the  timber,

- the burner of the charcoal to be made ufe of in
“the fin 1:1ng¢-h0uf¢, the brick-maker, . the. brick-

' Jayer, the workmen who attend the furnace, the

gk e mill- wr:ght, the forger, | the fmith, muft all of
i them join their d:fferent arts in order to produce
i them.  Wiere we to.exammine, in, the fame mans
i ey all thc dlch:ent parts. of his' drefs and
AT e houﬁfhold furmmre, the  coarle linen fhzrt whlch

‘ ., e wears.next his fkin, the fhoes which cover his

E | : fect, the bed which he le.s ony and all the difa
1 . ferent parts which compofe it; the kltchcn«,gzatc
|0 st iwhich, heprepares  his. victuals, | the  coals
1

which hc ‘makes ufe of for that purpoﬁ: dug
from the bowels of the earth, and brought to
. . him  perhaps by a long fea and a lonw land
1 ) cartiage, all the | other, utenfls of his L1t£.hen,
-’ | # all the furnicure of his table, the . knives' and
forks, the earthen or pewter plates upon '
 he ferves up and divides his. v;é’tuais,f
i ferm: hands ‘employed in prepar" :
" and his beer; the glafs window whicl
heat. and the ‘light, and kecp-a out the wind' and
the rain, with' all dhe knowledge and art rcqul«-
fite for pre‘panng “that beautiful and . happy in-
_ven_t_ioh, without which thele _n(irt_:ht:t'n parts of

? the world could fcarce  bave. afforded a very,
e & ' ¢omfortable

e ST M W — S Tl
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aminey I fay, ‘all thefe t},mgs, and comﬁde.a -wthm-- i
a. variety ‘of labour is employed aboul: ‘each mf'-'

them, we fhall be fenfible  that W“thon; the

'aﬂ‘i‘canoc and co- uperatmn nf many. thoufands,- -
the very meaneft perfon in a civilized county
could not be provided; even according to, what
| e very falfely  imagine,  rthe  eafy and fmple
. manner in which he is' commonly accommodated:
Compared, ' indeed, with, the more extravagant’
luxury of the great; his acoommodation muft no
" doubt appear’ extremely fimple  and’ ealys, and
yet it may be true, perhaps, that  the atcomimo-
dation of an European Prince does not always
{0, much exceed that of an induftrious and frugal
peafam, as 'the accommodation of the latter ex-
ceeds that of many an African king, the abfolute
. mafter of the lives and liberties of ten- thoulaml !
' naked favages. i -

il

Qf '_'_'I:be Prmnp!e which  gives occafion to the
: i Divifion of Laéour. o

| "",HIS dmﬁon of labour, from wfmh fd
% many ‘advantages ar¢ derived, is not ori-
@.a]iy the effect of any human wifdom, which

ﬁ%&es and  intends that geneial opulence to
[ ' which




U R i
AL i

THE NATURE_AND cwsas . @L |

H00 K which it gives occafion. It is the neceffary,
Wthoagh very flow and gradual, confequence of &
) certain propen[' ty in human nature which has in
view no fuch estenfive wutility ;  the, propenfity.
to truck, barzar, and c!cchmge one thmg fm‘ _
another, '/

WHETHER thn propenﬁty be one of tht}ﬁz’_

| original prmtlplcs in beman nature, - of which
- no further account can be given  or .whethery
a3 feems more probable, it be the: neceffary
confequence of the faculties of reafon and fpeech,

it bclcmgs not to our prefent fubjeét to enquires
Aty common to allw men, and to be found in
no m;her race of animuals, which feern to know
neither this nor any other fptcxcs of contraéis
Two greyhounds, is running down the fame
hare, have fometimes the appearance of acting in
fome fort of concert.  Each turns her towards

his companion, or endeavours to intercept her

yild when his companion turns her towards himfelf
b This, however, is not the effelt of any contratt;
L but of the accidental concurrence of their pafs
" fiogs i the fame object at thav particular time.
Nobody ever faw a dog make a fair and delibe-
g1 rate exchange of one bone for another with
ol another doo. ' Nobody ever faw one animal by
s, gcfturea and na{ural cries ﬁgmfy to another,
this: is mine, that yours 3 T am willing to give
this for that.  When an animal wants to obtain
i fomething either of a uan, or of another animaly
} i it has no other means of perfuafion-but to gain
' the favour of thofe whofe fervice it requires, A
puppy fawos upon its dam, and a fpaniel endea-
] *VOurs

o
i
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.mum by a thnmand al:tra&mns t’a,

_- ngag

attention of 'its. maﬂer who is at dmnc_'

wants to be fed by him., Man fnmetnmes ules
the fame arts with his brethran, and when he !

has no other means of engag:ng chem to aét

according to  his . inclinations,  endeavours by’
every fervile and fawning attention to obtain

their good will. | He bhas not time, however,

to do. this wupon ewery occalion, In civilized
focicty he - fands ar. all times! in need of the
_eo-operation and  affiltance | of great multi-

udee, while his whole life is fearce fufficient
to, gain the f'nendﬁup of a few perfons o In

_»almmi every other race of ammalq, acﬁf’lih'

dmdua}, when it is, growa up o Eaturity, is
entirely mdz:pmdent, and in its natural flate. has
obeafion for the aflittance  of no lother Imng :

ereatore. - But man has almo@t conftant occas

fion for thq: help of his brethren, and ic is in
vain for him to expeét it from their Leuevnlmcc
only.  He will be more hkcly to prevail if he

can mtcrcﬁ: their felf-love in his. favour, and
fhew them thal: it is f'or their own advantage

to do for him what he requires of them, Who-

ever offers to another a bargain of any kind,
t propofes to do this: Give me  that which I
- want, and you fhall have this which you want,

u-.___thc m;:amncr of every fuch offer ; and it 18 in

" this manner that ‘we. obtain from one another
the far greater part of thofe good offices which
e frand in need of. It is not from the beneyo-
Jence of the. buncher, the brewer, or the baker X

that we cxpcr‘t our dinner, but from their
: Gy regard

i
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i K regard to zhe;r own’ nterelt. | We addrefs nur- .
‘.,,.,.,.,...._, felves, not to their humamty but to their felf<

love, an;l néver, talk  ‘to ‘them of ' our own
necefities but of | their « ddvantages Nobaty

‘but 'a beggar chufes  to depend | chmﬁy upon

the benevolence of  his | fellow-citizens.  Even
a beggar| does not depend upon it entlrtly'

_ The charity. of 'well-difpofed  people,  indeed,
_ fupplles him  with the whole fund of his fub-
fiftence,  But. though this principle u!l:zmately
‘provides - him with  all the neceflaries of life
‘which he has oceafion for, it neither dQes nor

can | awde him with them as he has occafion
i 3

Hera.  The greater part of his occafional

wants are  fupplied 'in''the fame' manner as ‘thofe

“of othev pnof‘le, by ‘treaty, by barter, and by_

purchafes  With  the  moncy which' one iman

- pives him he. purchafes ‘food.. The old cloaths
which' another beftows: wpon' him 'he! exchanges

for' other old cloaths "which fuit “him® bcttcr, |
for lodging, or for’ food, ‘or ' for money, with
which he can buy either food cioaths, or lodg- '
ing; as he has occafion, /| ol

As it is by treaty, by barter, and by purchafc, )
that we obtsin from one another the greater pa‘rt'

~ of thofe mutual’ good effices which we ftand in
need of, fo it is this fame truckmg d1fp0ﬁtton

which = originally gives occafion to' the 'divifion
of labour. 'In a' tr:be of hunters or fhepherds
a particular perfon makes bows and arrows, for
example, with more readinels and dexterity than
any other. He frequendy exchanges them for
gattle or for venifon wich his companions; and

: he
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_hc finds at. Iait?.a-'-tha: he can _m chis mannes. get © "4 1’ e
more cattle and venifon than if he, himfelf e_mx-—v-—t
to the field to catch them. From a regard to
his own intereft, therefore; the making of bows
and arrows grows  to be his chief, bufinefs, and
he becomes a fort. of armourer. Anuther excels
in waking the ﬁamcw and | covers of their lictle
huts. or moveable houfes. He is accuftomed. to
be of ufe in. this way to his neighbours, who re-
ward him in the fame manner with cattle and
with  venifon, till at Jaft. he finds, e his intereft
to ded:cate h;mfelf eaurely to this. employment,
and to becbme a fort of houfe- ~carpenter. In
. the fame. manner a. thlrd becomes a. fm_,' 'or-.__.a
; " brazier; a fourth a tanner or dreffer of hides or
{ {kins, . the p:mcmal pagt of the cioathmg i
| favawes And thus. the Lcrtam )4 of being. able
to cxchange all that furplus part. of  the produce
of his own Iabom, which is over and above his
. own, confumpuoq, for fuch parts of the produce
.of other, men’s: labour as e may have ocuﬁou
for, encourages every man to  apply himfelf
o a p‘lrm,ular occupation, and to cultivate and'
brmtr to perfe&mn whatever talent. or genius
he may poliefs for that particular fpecies of bufi-
nefs,

Tae cl-ﬂ"erence of patural talents in different
"_men is, in reality, much lefs than we are ‘aware
ofy and the very diffcrent genius which appears

to dlﬁmgmfh men of different profeffions, when
grown up to maturity, is not upon many occa-
Yions fo much the caufe, as the effeét of the :
divifion of labour. The difference between the i
Caq mofk |
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» " 0 K moft difimilar charaters, between a phalofuphci‘
W——and a common ftreec porter, for example, feems
to arife not for much from nature, as from habit,
cuftom, and cducanon.- When they came. into

the world, and for the firft fix or eight years of

their exiftence, they were, pcnhaps, very much

alike, and neither their parents “nor  playfellows

«could: perceive any remarkable difference,  About

that age, or foon  after, - they come to be em-
ployed in very different occupations. The dlf-
ference of ralents comes then to be taken notice

of, and widens by degrees, till at laft the vanity

of the Ph]lofopher is willing to acknow]edgc fearce

any rwfﬁmblancc. But without the difpofition o

truck,  barter, and exchange, every man muft

have procured to himfelf ~every neceffary. and
convenieacy of life which be wanted, All mutk

B have had the fame duties to ~perform, and the
Gl fame work to do, and there could have been no
G ek diffecenes: ©of employment a5 could alone
L ‘give occalion to any great difference of talents.
" As it is this difpofition which forms that «dif-
ference of talents, fo remarkable among men of
different profeffions, fo it is this fame difpofition
which renders that difference ufeful. Many tribes
of animals acknowledged to be all of the
“fame fpecies, derive from: nature a ‘much more
remarkable diftin&ion of genius, than  what,
antecedent to cuftom and education, appears to
‘take place among men. By nature a philofophec
is ot in genius and difpofition half fo different
front a ftreet porter, as a maftiff 'is from a grey-
hound, or a greyhound from a fpaniely or this

! laft
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 the leaft fupported either by the fw;ﬁ:nefs of the

by the docility of the fhepherd’s ‘dog:.  The

|
|'

"I‘HE WEALTH OI‘ NATEQN‘S;

G

lalt from a fhepherd’s dog . Thofe diﬁ'erent s g P
tribes of animals, however, though all of thex—w--d

fame fpecies, are of fecarce any ufe to one ays
other.. - The ftrength of the maftiff is not.ia

greyhound or by the fagacity of the {paniel, or

effects of thofe different geniufes and talents, for

~ want of the power or difpofition to barter and ex-

change, cannot be brought into a common fock,
and do not in the leatt contribute to the better
accommodation and conveniency of the fpecies,
Each animal is ftill obliged to fupport and de-
fend itfelf, feparately and mdcpcndcnt‘ly‘, “and

~ derives no fort of advantage from that variety of

talents with which nature has diftinguifhed its

feflows.  Among men, oh the contrary, the moft

diffimilar geniufes are of ufe to one another; the
different produccs of thetr refpective talents, by
the general difpofition to tr uck, barter, and ex~

"change, bemg blought, 4s it were, into a com-

- mon ftock, where every man may purchafe what-

ever part of the produce of othcr men’s talents
hc has occalion for, S

-
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TIM# rbe Dwg‘im of Labour is szzted by t&e
fill L'xz‘entqf tfw errke!. i

N :

i ,ocqafwn to the divifion of labour {o the

_:cment of the divifion muft aiways be limited by
the extent of that power, or, in other words, ,lpy__
the extent of the market. . W heu the market i3

wvery, fmall, no. pmfun can have any encourage-
‘ment to dedicate himfelf entirely to one employ-

;menﬂﬂfor want of the power to exchange all that

furplus part of the produce of his own labour,
which 'is over and abave his own confumptmn,
for. fuch parts of the produce of other men’s

. labour as he has OCCEl.ﬁOn far.

Tuere arve fome forts of induftryy even of rhc
- loweft kind, which can be carried on 'no wherc
_but in a great town. A porter, for emmple, can

find employment and fubfiftence "in. no other
place. A willage is by much too narrow a
fpherc for him; even an ordinary market town3

s fecarce largc enough ' to afford him conﬂ:ant
occupation, ' In the lone houfes and very fmall
' willages which are feattered about in fo defert a
country as the Flighlands of Scotland, every
farmer muft be butcher, baker, and brewer for
his own family. In fuch ficuations we can {carce
expeét to find even a fmith, a carpenter, or'a
mafon, within lefs than twenty miles of another
of the fame trade.  The fcattered families that

live

S lr. is the powvr of exchantrmg thac gwcs _

T ————

A
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 Kve at c{ghr. or ten miles diftance: Isﬁ'bm' the"
. nearelt of them, muft learn to perform
felves a 'great number of little pieces of lw,__ 'k"

¥

for  which, in more populous countries, bhl&y G
would 'call in' the afliltance of ' thole wnrkmaq.;_':’:

Country workmeri are almioft every where obliged
to apply themfelves to all the different branches '
of induftry that have fo  much affinity to one"
another as to be employed about the fame fott
of materials. A countiy carpenter deals in every.
fort of work that is made of 'wood'; a' country
fimith in every fort' of ‘work that is made of iron.
The former is not only a carpenter, but a joiner,
a cabinet-maker, and éven a carver in ‘woud,
as well as a2 wheelwright, 2 plwgh-wnghr, ‘a
cart and waggon maker.  The empioymcnm of .
the latter are ftill more various, - It is impoflible
there fhould be fuch 2 trade ‘as even that of ‘a
nailer in ‘the remote and mland_ parts of ' the
Highlands ‘of Scotland.  Such a' workman- at
+ the rate of a thoufand nails a day, and three
hundred working days in the year, will make
three hundred thoufand nails in  the year.. But
~in fuch’ a fitaation it would  be impoflible to
difpofe of one thoufand, that is, of ‘one day’s
work in the year. ! :

As by means of water-carriage a mnore ‘exten-
| ,ﬂvel market is opened to every fort of indultry
than what land-carriage alone can afford it, fo it
_is upon the fea-coaft, and along the banks of na-
vigable rivers, that indultry of every kind natu-
rally begins to fubdivide and improve itfelf, and
it is frcqucmly not till a long time after  that

thole
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o thnf’e 1mprovcmcnts extend themfelves to the in=|

.“,._,__-'_,Iand parts. of  the country. A broad. wheeled

waggon, at:endcd by two men, and drawn by
eight horfes, in about fix weeks time carries and
brings ‘back | between I.ondon and Edinburgh
near four ton weight of ‘goods.  In about the
fame time a {hip navigated by fix or eight men,

. /'and failing between the  ports of Loadon and
i 1 Afrequently carries and brings back | two,

bundred ton weight of goods. Six o eight
men,_mcrgfore, by the help of water-carriage,
can carry and bring back in the fame time the
fame, ‘quantity of " goads beiween London and
Edinburgh, as fifty broad-wheeled waggons, at-
tended by a hundred men, and drawn by four
‘hondred horfes. Upon two hundred  tons of
goods, therefore, carricd by the cheapcl’c land+
carriage from London to Edinburgh, there muft
vyl chargcfl the maintenance of a hundred men
for three weeks, and both the mmutenance, and

. what 'is nearly equal to the maintenance,  the

wear and tear of four hundred horfes as well as of
fifey great waggons,  Whereas, upon the fame
quantity of goods carried by water, there s, to
be charged only the maintenance of fix or e:ght
men, and the wear aod tear of a fhip of two
hundred tons burthen, together with the value of
the -fuperior rifk, or the diflerence of ‘the infu«
rance between land and water-carriage,  Were
there no other communication between thofe two
‘places, therefore, but by land carriage, as no
goods could be trapfported from the one to the
other, jexcept fuch whofe ' price was very canfi»

: derable
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'-'carry on bur a fimall parc of that cammcree‘-*\-"'-‘

which- at prei"ent fubfifts between them, and eﬁ’n-

equently could give but afmall patt of that éﬁ-:_' -

couragement  which  they at ptefent mutm}fy

A to each other’s indultry. « There could be
little or' no commerce of any kind between the
dittant parts of the world.  What goods could

bear the expence of land-cartiage betwecn Lon-+
don and Calcutta ? Or i there were any o pre-
¢ious as to. be able to fupport this expence, with
_Wwhat fafecy could they be tranfported through
the territories of fo  many barbarous nations ?
Thm’c two - cities, howwer, at prefent carry on 4
very confiderable commerce with each other, and

by mutually affording a market, give a good"

deal of encovragement to each other’s induftry.
‘Styce fuch, therefore, are the advantages of
water- -carriage, it is natur al that the firlt | :mp‘ove-
~ments of art and mdu[hy fhould be made where
this convemency opens the whole world for &
market to the produce of every fort of labour,
and that they fhould always be much later in ex~
t‘endmg themfelves into the inland " parts of the
country, ‘The inland parts of the country can
for a long time have no other market for the

| greater pare of their goods, but. the country’

whach lies round about them, and feparates them
from the fea-coalt, and the great navigable rie
vers. | The extent of their market,. thercfore,
muit for a lo_ng time be in proportion to the
viches and popul

"fngfs of that country, and con~
fequently their improvement mult always be pof-
_ teriar.
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° ‘“‘ ‘terior to | the tmpmvcmem of 1hat country e
u—-,-.som ‘North  American. colonies the plantations
 have conftantly followed cither the fea. coaft or -
: the banks of  the navigable rivers, and havs
fearce | any where j:xtended themfelves to any
wnﬁderabic diftance from both.
¢ Tur nations  that, according to | the beﬂ:
i authenm:ated hiftory, appear te have been firft
civilized, were thofe that' dwelt round the coaft
~of the Mediterranean fea. That fea, by far the
 greateft inlec/that is' known in the world, having
' 'no  tides,  nor ‘confequently any ‘waves = excepe
fuch as are caufed by the wind only, was, bythe =~ = |
finoothnefs of its furface; as well as by the muls
titude ' of its iflands, and ‘the proximity of ‘its
neighbouring fhores, extremely favourable to the
infant navigation of the world ;' when, from their
i lgnorance of the compafs, men were afraid to
' quit the view of the coalt, and from the imper«
fe@ion of the art of fhip-building, to abanden
themfelves to the boifterous waves of the ocean.
To pafs' beyond the pillars of Hercules, that is,
to fail out of the Streights of Gibraltar, was, in
the antient world,  long confidered as a moft
 wonderful and -dﬁ-ngerous exploit of navigation.
It was late before even the Phenicians and Car«
thaginians, the moft fkilful navigators and fhip-
~ builders  of thofe old times, attempted it, and
they were for a long time the only!nations that
did attempt it. '
O all the countries on the coaft of the Medi-
terranean fea, Egypt feems to have been the firft
in which either agriculture or manufadtures were
: cultivated




- '_.mltmﬂ.ted sand m'rpraved 'to ‘any | canﬁderablec H {" ?-'_'jli-.

| degree. Upper Egypt  extends - it

above a few miles from the Nile, and in Lower

Egypt that | great river breaks. itfelf into: manyj_
. different canals, which, with the afiftance of i a

owhere -.-—m' G

litle are, feem to have afforded a communica=, 1\
tion by water-tarriage, not only between all the

great towns, but between all the confiderable’
villages, and even to many farm-houfes 'in' the
country ; nearly in the fame manner as the Rhine
and the Maefe do. in Holland at prefent,  The
~ extent and eafinefs of this inland navigation was
probably one of the prmc:pal caufes of the Early
improvement of Egypt.. g : )
o Tre improvements in. aarzcnltmc and manus
factures feem likewile to have: begn of very great
antiquity in the provinces of Bengal in the Eaft
- Indies, and in fore of the ca&cm provinees of
-Chma, thougl the great extent of this antiquity
1s/ not authenticated by any hiftories of whofe
'authorm we, in this part of thc world, are well
aflured,  In Bengal the Ganges and feveral other
great rivers form a ‘great number of navzgable: :
canals, in the fame manoer as the Nile does
Egypt. “In the Eaftern provinces of China too,
feveral  great “rivers ' form, 'by their differenc
branchc‘s, ‘a multitude of canals, and by commu-
'-mcatmg with one another afford an inland navi-
- gation much more extenfive than that either of
the Nile or the Ganges, or perhaps than both of
' them putrgagether Itis remarkable that neither
the antent Egyptians, nor the Indians, nor the
Chinefe, cnaouragcd foreign = commerce, . bug,
. ; : fct..m
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O Kifeern all to have dcrwcd ‘their grea: opuiehw
o from this inland navigation. | fils

‘Avu the inland parts of Afmca, 4and all thaf- i
part of Afia which lies any confiderable way
north of the Eusine and Cafpian feas, the antient
Scythla, the modern Tartary and Siberia, feem:
in all ages of the world to have been in' the fame
barbarous and uncivilized ftate in. which we find
them at prefent,  The fea of Tartary is the fro-
zen ocean which admits of no navsganon, and
though fome of the greateft rivers in the world
run through that country, they are at too great a
diftance from one another to carry commerce
and communication through the greater part of
it, | Thete are in Africa none of thofe great in-
lets, fuch as the Baltic and  Adriatic feas
Kurope, the Mediterranean and Euxine feas ig
both Furope and Afia, apd the gulphs of Arabia,
'Perﬁa, India, Bengal, and Siam, in Afia, to
carry maririme comimerce into the interior parts
of that great continenty and the great rivers of
Africa are at too great a diftance from one anos
ther ‘to give occalion to any confiderable inland
_mavigation.  The commerce befides which any
nation ‘can carry on by means of a river which

does not break itlelf into any great number. of .
-'bmnches or can::.ls, and which runs into another
 territory before it reaches. the fea, can neyer be
" wery confiderable; becaufe it is always in the
power of the nations who poffe(s that other terri-

tory to obftruét the communication between the

upper country and the fea. .« The pavigation of

the Danube 15 of very little ufe to the different
ftates
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~ ftates of Bavaria, Auftria, and Hungary, in com- Gidln Ty

parifon of what it would be if any of them pof: \omw
{efled the whole of its courfe till it falls into the
Black Sea, . ' S !

| CHAP Iv.
Of the Origin and Ufe of Mongy,

X HEN the divifion of labour has been |
¥ once thoroughly eltablifhed, it is but a
very fmall part of a man’s wants which the pro-
duce of his own labour can fupply. He fupplics
the far greater part of them by exchanging thae’
furplus. part of the produce of his own labour,
‘witich is over and above his own confumption,
for fuch parts of the produce of other men’s la- .
bour as he has occalion for. Every man thus V1.4 ¢
*lives by exchanging, or becomes in fome mea-
fure 2 merchant, and the fociety itfelf grows to
be what is properly a commercial fociety. Lk
~ Bur wlhen the divifion of labour firft began to
take place, this power of exchanging muft fre-
quently have been very much clogged and em-
barrafled in its operations. One man, we fhall
Auppofe, has more of a'certain commodity than |
he himflf has occafion for, while another has
lefs. The former confequently would be glad to
difpofe of, and the latter to purchafe, a part of
this fuperfluity.  But if this latter thould chance
to have nothing that the former ftands in need
of, no exchange' can be made between them.
Vou L. i » & The i
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50 K_ I'hc butcher has more mﬂa;m hls fh@p than he
, himfelf. can confume, and thc brcwcr and the
© baker would each of them be wtltmg to purchaf'c .
NN 6 - it. Bm they have nothing to offer in
SR exchange, except the different produ&lons of
their refpective trades, and the buscher is already
provided with all the bread and beer which he
_has immediate oc'caﬁon for, No exchange can,
' 'in this caf'c, be made butwcen them. He cannot
be their. merchant, por they his cuftomers; and
they are all of them thus mutually lefs fervice-
_ able to one another.  In order fo avoid the in-
SR convbn:ency of fuch ftouations, every prudent
ARG T A B ey period of I'ourw, after the frft
0 eftablithment of the divifion of labour, muft na-
:  turally have endeavoured to manage . his affairs in
fuch & maoner, as to have at all times by him,
. " befides the peculiar produce of his own mdu&ry,_
a certain quantity of f{ome- one commodity or
) . other; fuch as he imagined few people would be
likely to refufe in exchange fo; the producu of
] their igduitry. ' ' :
. Many different commodmes, it is probab]e.
were fucceffively both thought of and employed
for this purpofe.  In the rude ages of fociery,
cattle are faid to have been the common infirus
ment oF commerce ; and, though thcy muft have
been a2 moft inconvenient one, yet in old times
we fnd things were frequent]y valued accordmg
. to the number of cattle which had been given in
- exchange for them: The armour of Diomede,
fays Homer, coft only nine oxen; but that of
Glaucus coft an hundred oxen,  Saltis faid to
il B . be
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'chanaeg in Abyﬁ' inia; a fpecies of thells in fome

purts qf the codft of India; dried cod ' at New-
foundland; tobacco in Virginiai fugar in fome
of our. Wel’t Iadia colonies ; hides or dreffed leas

| houfe,

ther in fome 'other countries; and there is at. this
day a village in Scotland wheére it is not uncom-
mon, I am told, for a workman to carry nails in-
ftead | of money to the baker’s thop or the  ale-

In all countr ies, howevcr, men feem at laft to
have been determined by irrefiftible réafons to
give the preference, for this employment, to me-
tals above every other. commodlty Metals: can

~ not only be kept with as liccle lofs as any other

commodity, fearce any thing being lefs perifh-
able than thcy are, but tbey can likewife, with-
out’ any ofs, be (divided. into any number of

_ parts, a8 by fufion thofe parts can cafily be re-

united again; a quality ‘which no other squally
durable commodsnes poilefs,. and ‘which more
than any other quahty renders them fic to be the
inftruments of commerce and circulation.  The
man who wanted to buy f1lr, for champie, and

had nothing but cattle to give in exchange for

it, muft have beea obliged to buy falt to the
value of a whole ox, or a whole fheep, at a time.
He could feldom buy lefs: than' this, becaufe
what he.was. to give for it could feldom be di-
vided without lofs ; and if. he had a mind to
buy more, . he mufty, for che fame reafons, havc
been obliged. mf*h”"-*dﬂuble or triple the quan~
tity, the value, to

Q.

“ha the' mmmmi mﬁrument of mmmerc&'ahd ex c *}VA B
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K. of two or three fheep. 1f, on the contrary, i
s Ttead of {heep or oxen, he had metals to give in
exchange for it, he could eafily proportion the
quantity of the metal to the precife quantity of
the commodicy whxch he had Immediate occa-
fion for. ] '
DIFFERENT metais have bccn madc ufc of by
 different nations for this purpofe.  Tron was thc
common inftroment of commerce among the an-
tient Spartans, copper among the antient Ro-
mans; and gold and ﬁlvcr among all rich and
* gommercial nations,
- Tross metals feem originally to e been |\
made ufe of for this purpofe in rude bars, without
any flamp or coinage.  Thus we are told by
Pliny ®, upon the anthorlty of Timeus, an | aa-
tient hiftorian, that, till the time of Sarvms Tul-
lius, the Romans had no coined . money, but
made ufe of unﬁamped bars of copper, to pur-
chafe whatever they had occalion for, Thefc rude
bars, therefore, «per Formed at this time thc, funr.:-
tionof money. /
. Tuz ufe of metals in this rude ftate was ae-
tended with two very conhdcrab«!e ‘inconvenien-
cies ;. fielt, with the trouble of wmgbmg, ‘and,
fecondly, with that of affaying them. In the
precious metals, where a fimall difference in the
quantxty makes a great difference in the value,
even the bufinefs of weighing, with proper exaét.
mels, requires at leaft’ very aceurate ‘weights and
{oales, T'he weighing of gold in p«rt:cular I8 an

* Pliny I-I:th Nat. hb 3 Joeapegs

ope'rétion
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ope:atnon of fﬁme nicety. In the coarﬁ:r meta*ls, ¢ A r

L
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indeed, where a. fmall error would be of lietle | %M

coni’equence, lels. accuracy would, no. doub.: be
neceflary, Yet we fhould find - it exceﬂ've]y--

troublefome, if ‘every time a poor man had oc-

cafion elthcr to buy oc fell a farthing’s worth

of goqu, he was obliged’ 1o wmgh the far-
thmg Thc operation uf affaying is ftill more

difficult, ﬁ:li more tedious, and, unlefs a part
of the metal is fairly melted in the crucible,

wnth pruptr dlﬁ”oivcnts, any  conchufion that

can ‘be drawn from it, is cxtremcly uncertain,

Before the mﬂ'ltutton of coined money, how-
ever, un]efs they went! through this  tedious

and, dlfﬁcult opera’clon, people . muft  always
have been liable o the grofleft  frands and’
1mpaﬁtmns, and inftead of a pound werght of

pure filvery or, pure copper, mlght receive inex=
change. for their goods, an adulierated compofi-
tion of the coarfeft and cheapelt materials, which
had, hqwever, in their. outward appearance, been
made to refemble thofe metals.  To prevent

fuch abafes, to facilitate exchanges, and thereby
to encourage all forts of indultry and commerce,
it_has been found, neceffary, in all countries that

have miade any . confiderable - advances ' towards
impfovcment, to aflix'a public famp vpon cer-
tain. quantities of fuch particular metals, as were
in thofe countries commonly dade ufe of to pur-
.chaﬁ: “goods.  Hence the origin of coined mo-
ney, and of nhoﬁ.: publn.. offices called mints;
m[’cltutmns cxaﬁtly of the fame nature with thofe
of the aulnagers and ftactproatters of woollen

Dy and
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quarxmy and um&:xm guodﬂeis oF ;huft: dlﬁ’é._cﬁt
conimodities when broughc to market. A
Tt firlt public. (ramps of ‘this'kind that were

aﬂixed to the current le'IIS, feem in mmy-- dafes

10 havc been mtt:nticd ’w atcerta*u, ‘what it | was
both moft difficule and moft important. to alcera
tainy the goodnefs or ﬁncntrs of the' ‘meral, and"-
'to  have irefembled | the {ter}mg ‘mark which s
at prefcm affixed to plate and bars of filver, ‘or
the Sp'mn‘h mark which is fomérimes affixed ta_'
'mgo of ‘gold, ‘and" which bfing l’cruck only

upon one fide of the ‘piece, and not cavcrwg..
the whole ‘furface, afcertains the finenefs, but not

the weight of the meral.  Abraham ‘weighs to
..hphrrm the four hundred fhekels of 'filver which
‘he had agreed to pay . {on the field of Machpetah X

They aré faid however to. be the chrrent! moncyﬁ“-

- of the merchant; and yet are rece;vcd by weight
_and ot by tale, in the fame manter as ingots of
- gold. and bars of filver are at prefent. The re~

venues of the antielt Saxon kings of England-
are {aid to have becn ‘paidy not in money 'but in
kind, that is; in vidtuals and provifions: of a]l-
forts:  William the Conqueror introduced the cuf-
tom of paying them in moriey This' money,
however, was, for ‘a long time, rcccwed a\: th\,
cxchequer, by wem’ht and not by tale. AN
THE mconvemency and fhﬂicu Ity of - Wmuhmg
thofe terals with exa@lnefs’ gave occaffon’ to the
inftitution’ of coins, of ‘which the ftamp, covering

entirely both fides of the piece and fometimes

the
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"the cdacs too, W%s fuppofed to' afcertmn nQ!: only ¢ H AR
G the ﬁnenef's, but the weighe of' the metal Such w-o.l
coins, thercforc, were rccewed by talc as:ea 1 pr-:-
fent, withoue the trouble of weighing. bl
Tur denormnauons of thofe coins f‘eem ori-.
ginally to have expreffed the weight or quantity
of metal contained in them. . In the time of
Servius Tullivs, who firlt comcd money | at
Rome, the Roman As or Pondo conta;r:cd a
Roman pound of good copper. It was divided
in the fame manner as our I'royes pound, to
'twclvc ounces, | each of which C(}ntdmcd a real
ounce of good copper, The Enghith pound
Aterling in the time of Edward 1, contained a
! pmmd Tower welght, of filver of a known fine-
nefs.’ Thc Tower pound feems to have been
fomcthmrr more than the Roman pound, and
fomethmg lefs than the Troyes pound. = This
Jaft was not introduced into the mint of England
till the 18th of Henry VIII. The French livie
-contmned in the time of Charlemagne 2 pound
Troyes weight, of Llver of a known | finenefs,
The' fair of Troyes in Champalon was at that
time frequented by all the ‘nations of ‘Europe,
and the weights and meafures of fo famous a
market were generally known ‘and efteemed.
The Scors money 'pound contained, from  the
‘tumie of Alexander the Firft to that of Robert
Brm:e, a pound of filver of 'the farne weight and
finenefs with the Enghth pound fterling. ~ Eng-
~ lifh, French, and Scots pennics too, cont: dAned
all of them' ongmally a real pennyweight of filver,
the twenticth pare of an’ aunce, and the two
g hundred.«
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B 6’ 6  hundred- and- ﬁ)meth pa,rt: of' a pound The ﬂ]l‘]? |
il ’ Img too feems onglnaﬂy to have been the deno-
“mination of a wmght. When wheat is at twelw'
tféxla’mgf the quarter, fays an antient ﬂcatu:e of
Henry 111, then wapel bread of a far:bmg fhall
weigh eleven ﬂniixm: and four pence.  The pro-
pottion, however, betwéen the Ihlilmg and cntherj -
the penny on the one hand, or the pound on the_f,
Dlhcr, fcems not to have been fo conftant and,
umfc’)rm as that between the penny  and  the
pound. Durmg the firft race of the kings of'
France, the French fou or thilling appears upon
dlﬂ-’urent occafions to have contaited ﬁve, twe]va,_'
twenty, and forty pennies. Among the anuent‘_'.
Saxons a fhilling ‘appears at ope time 'to have
contained only five pennies, and it is not. impro-
bable' that it may have been as variable among‘"_
tnem  as amonu their neighbours, the antient
}*ranks. From the time of Charlemagne among
the French, and from that of William the Con-
queror among the Englifh, the propdmun be-
tween the pound the fhilling, and the penny,'
feems to have been uniformly the fame as at pre-
fent, though the value of each has been very difs
ferent, l‘ur in every counrry of the world, I
belicve, the avarice and injuftice of prmce§ and..z
fovereign Rates, abufing the iconfi dence. of their
" fubjects, have by dearces dlmmlfhcd the real
' quantity of metal, which ‘had been onmnally_l
contained in their coins, The Roman As, in the
latter ages of the Repubhc, was reduced to the
twenty-fourth part of its original value, and, in-

ftead of wclghmg a pound, came to weigh only
. half

A ) ST AR A ] R i e By
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.\‘halt' ah oum:c. Thﬁ Engi:ih gound apq penny © 1 4 a,.

contam at prcfent abaut a third oniy; thc, Yeots k-"v'u

Ll

pound and ‘penny abau: A thlrty fixeh ; and tha

French pound and penny | \about. a ﬁxty ﬁxch part.
of theu‘ ongmal value. By means of thofe.
operaupns the princes and fovcrc:gn l"ca.tes which
perfmmed thgm were cnahlc'd in appearance, to,
pay . their debts and fulfil their ¢ngagemerits,
with a fmaller quantity of filver than “ouid"
otherwx!e have been requifite. It was indeed in

appcarance only, for their creditors were really

defrauded of a part. of what was due to them.
Alt other dcbtors in the ﬂ:atc were allowcd the
fame prmlegc, and might pay wuh the fame
nominal fum ‘of the new and debafed coin what~

ever they had borrowed in the old.  Such’ ope-

rations, thercfore, have always proved favourable,;’

to the debtor, and rvinous to the creditor, and

have fometimes produced a greater and ' more
univerfal revolution in the fortunes of private. per-
fons, than could have been occafioned by'a very-

grcat publlc calamity.

I'r i in this manner that money has become_,_
in_ all civilized natmns the univerfal mﬁrumcnt BE"!
commerce, by the intervention of which goods
of all kinds ate bought and fold, or exchangtd'

fomnc another

WI—IAT are the rules which men naturally ob- |
ﬁ:rvc 1n.-¢§§changmg shem cither for money or for
one _'anutherh ik ihall now proceed to examine.
Thefc rules dqtcrmme what may be called the .

relative or s:&ch_angeﬁble..value, of goods,
: Lol THE

o

i |
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THE word mwn‘u" it s |:o bc obﬁ*rvod, has
“two d:lferent;_"”_e_ ’mgs, aud fometunea expreﬁ'cs
the uubty of fome pdrtxcular objc& .._alnd fom;-

times the power of purcflaﬁnrr ather. o'oods which
the poﬁlcﬁion of that objcé't convcys.. Thc one |
n;w.y be called < value in ufe ;" che other;. ¢ valuﬂ.
Al cxchange"__’f i The thipgs which have the -
| gre&:cﬂ: alue in ufe havc frcquenﬂy Iittle or no

‘value in exchangc, ancl on the Jcontrary, 'thofe -
which have the greate& va]uc in exchange havc'
frcquent]y Titele or no wvalue in vle. Nothmg is

more: qféful than water: bul: it wﬂl purchafe

fcarcc any thing s fcarrc any thmw can. be had_
in cxchach for it A di amorzd on. the con~

trary, has fcarce any valuc In ufe, bur a very'_
great quantity of orhcr goods may frcouent‘?, bc

had in ‘exchange o R i

sl OJﬂer to mv:&1gace the prmcrpies whu:h
rcguiate the exchangeable, value of cummodmes,
1 {ball endeavour 10 fhewyill R e

Firsr, what is the real meafure af rhxs ex-_
chanocable value; or, whcrtm conﬁf’ca the real'
price of all commodities.

SrconpLy, what are the different partsof whlch
this real price is compofcd or made up:.. '

AND. laﬁly, what are thv: dr&'elent urcum-
ftances which fometimes raife fome or all of
thele difierent’ parts of price ‘above, ‘and fome-
times fink /them below their matural’ or ordinary
rate; or, what are the caufes which fomeétimes
hinder! the market price, that is, the atual price
of commodities, from. coinciding exaltly - with |
whar may be called their natural price,

I smarL



three fnllowm-g c'ﬁap;ers, fm Whlch I m--_'
carneitly entreat both the pmenre and atten

of the readers hm patience in arder td' exgmine
a detail which may perhaps in fome p!*u_es ap»"'
pear unnecefi arily ' tedibus; and his 'atvention in"
order to' underfland  what may,’ pcrhaps, after’
the falleft: ﬂpl!catmn which 1 am capable of

giving ity appear (il in fome 'degree * obf(Cure.

1 am always willing co" run® fdmé hazard of bemgr _
_-.zep:aus in order to be fure thatl am perfglcuou., i

and. after tslcmg the utmoﬁ pams chat Tican'to

‘be pcrfpmuons, fome: dbfcunty ‘may’ {’élll appear '
" to rémain upon a fuchd’t m :ts own nattire ex.'

trcmely abﬂzraéted. _:- Sl

L il A

CHA P.,

5 Of tbe rm! a?m’ m:m#f;-”

Mﬂ?ﬁj’u_ f o) .-_\l.;:.-'*t;.-r. e

\VE R Y man s nch or poor. accordma to.
| the degree in whlch he can aﬂurd (fO €enjoy

-f:ﬂ'arze&, convcmf.'nclc:s, ano mmicmeuts

bour can "fu'pply . ; Thc ﬁr greatcr part of
them he muft deuve f;oun the labour of other

peoplc,

,rm: M C'ammqum:, o
ef :ﬁe;r PJ dge in, Lafmur, and iheir Price in |



| . : %
THE  NATURE AND: CAUSES OF @L
| le, and he mult be rich or poor acaardmg
w-.._; r.o the quanmcy of that: labour, wlich  he! can’,
i command, or whzch ey can afford to. purchafes,
The value of any. corqmadtty, therefore, 1o’ the
 perfon who pc:ﬁ‘cﬂ'cs 1ty and, who ‘means not to
ufe or cqnfume it Iumi’ﬁlf, but to: cxchange Jeh
for other. commodmes, 18, equal to the  guantity
- of }abour .which it enables him to purchafe or
cemmngi.&,, .Labour, tlae»reﬁare, i the. real meas.
- fure of the fxphﬁﬂggablc value of all commodities.
b T real price of every thing, what every thmg'
! ~ really cofts.to the man- who wants to- acquire i,
s, the toil and trouble; of acquiring ie. . 'What
every thmg is really wotth. to the man who has
ar:qmred At and who,: Wants to d:fpo[e of it of
. exchange it for fomt:thmg cl&, s/ the' toil: and :
: £ ouble which it can fave to himfelf, and which
it can impofe upon other people, What is
bought with' money or with goods is purchafed
-. by labour, as much as what we acquire by the
hoiti toil of our ewn body. . That money or thofe
poods indeed fave us this toil.  They contain
the valiesof 'a cerain quantity ‘of Tabour which
we exchange for what is fuppofed at the ‘time to
contain the value of an equal quanticy.  Laboue
was the firft price, the, ongmal purghafe-monm_.
that was paid for all thmgs. It was not by gold’
or by filver, but b}* labour, that all thr: wealth of
the world was onglna}ly purchafed; and its value,
to thofe who poffefs it, and who want to ex~
change it ‘for {ome new pruduﬂmm, is prec;ftly
equal to' the quantity of l_:a.bour which it can
enable them to purchale or command, _
9 ' © WEALTH,

.’)fn_ 4
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Wmmﬂ, as Mr. Hohbvs i‘ays, is powcr. Bot © H AP,
e perfon who emhbr acqu:rcs, or iucceeds 0 a w-u

grcat fortune, docs not necefarily | acqmrc or
fucceed 'to any political power, either civil or

military. ' His fortune may, perhaps, afford him
the means of acquiting both, but the mére

poffeffion of that fortune does not neceflarily
convey to him either. ~ The power which that

poﬁ'cﬂmn immediately and d;rc.{‘ily conveys to
him, is the power of purchaﬁng, a certain’ com- .

mand over all the lahour, or ovei all Ithc_ produce
of labour which is then in the market. His for-
tune is. greatm or lefs, precifely in propartion to
the extent of this power, or to the quantity
elther of other men’s labour, ory what is the

fame thmg, of the produce of other men’s

labour, which it enables him to purchafe or

command. The exchangeable value of every

thing muft always be precifely equal to the extent
~af this power which it conveys ta its owner.

' Buz though labour be the real meafure of the

_exchangeable value of all commodities, it is not
that by which their value is commonly eftimaced.
It is often difficule to afcertain the proportion
 between two different quantities of labour, The
time fpent in two different forts of work will not

~ always alone determine this proportion, The
‘different degrees of hardfhip endured, and of

ingenuity exercifed, muft likewife be taken into
~account.  There may be more labour in an
hour’s hgrd work, ‘than in two hour’s eafy bufinefs ;
or in an how's appltcatxon to a trade which
it coft ten years labour to learn, than in a

month’s



curatc meafure exther of hardfhsp or mgcnun:y
In exchanging indeed 'the dxﬁ'erent productions
of different forts of lab(mr for one anothcr, fore
allowance is commouly made. for both. It is
adJUﬁCd ‘however, not by any. accurate mea{'urc,'
but by the hlgglmg and bargaining of the mar-
ket, according to that fort of rough cquahty
which, though not em&, is i‘uﬂiczcnt for carrymg
‘on the bufinels of common life, '

Every commodity. befides, is more f'requently ;
exchancred for, and thereby compared with,
other commodmes than with labour. 1t is more
natural therefore, to eftimate ' its exchangeable
value by the quanticy of fome other commodity
than by that of the labour which it can purchafe..
‘The greater part of peoplc too underftand beteer
what is meant by a quam:ry of a pamcu,lar com=
modity, than by a quantity of labour. The ane
15'a plain’ palpable object; the other an abftract
notion, which, though it can Be made fufficiently.
intelligible, 15 not alwgether fo natural ‘and
bvmus ' ik

‘Bur when barter ceafes, 'and money has bccome-
the: comtnen inftrument of commierce, every
particular commodity 18 more frcquently e o
changcd for ‘money than for any other comno-
dity.* . The bureher  feldom carries’ his beef or
his muton to the baker, or 'the brewer, in order
to exchange them for bread ‘or for beer; bue he
carries them to the market, where he e:ﬁchqnpcs :
them for money, and afterwards exchanges that

: maoney




