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ferent rates of profit, therefore, in the different 0 p- 

branches o f  trade, cannot arife from the different u - v — * 
degrees of truft repofed in the traders.

F ifth i, r . The wages of labour in different 
employments vary according to the probability or 

improbability of Ibccefia in them.
T he probability that any particular perfon ihall 

ever be qualified for the employment to which 
he is educated, is very different- in different occu­
pations. In the greater part of mechanic trades, 

fuccefs is almuff certain; but very uncertain in 
die liberal profeffions. Put your fon apprentice 

to a fhoemaker, there is little doubt of his learn­
ing to make a pair of fhoes: but fend him to 
finely the law, it is at-leaft twenty to one if ever 
he makes fuch proficiency as will enable him to 

live by the bufinefs. In a perfe&ly fair lottery, 

thofe who (P aw the prizes ought to gain all that 
Is loft by thofe who draw the blanks. In a pro- 

feffion where, twenty fail ft>r one that fucceeds, 
that one ought to gain all that ibould have been 
gained by the unfuccefsful twenty. 1 ne courw 
fehor an law who, perhaps, at near forty years 
o f age, begins to make fomething by his pro- 
feffion, ought to receive the retribution, not 
only of his own fo tedious and expensive edu­
cation, but o f that of more than twenty others 
who are never likely to make any thing by 
It. How extravagant foever the fees o f coun- 
feliors at law may fometimes appear, their real 
retribution is never equal to this. Compute 
in any particular place what is likely to be 
annually gained, and what is likely to be an- 
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THE NATURE AND CAUSES OF

b o o  k  |Va:;jj]y fpentj' fey an the different workmen In any 

f e v ^  common trade, fuch as that of fhoemakers or 

weavers, and you will find: that the former funri 
will generally exceed the latter. But make the 
fame computation with regard to all the coun­
cilors and Undent's of law, in all the different inns 
off court, and you will find that their annual gains 
bear but a very fmall proportion to their an­
nual ex-peace, even though, you rate the former 
as high, and the latter as low, as can pell' be 
done. T h e  lottery off the law, therefore, .is very 
far from being a perfectly fait lottery; and that, 
as well as many other liberal and honourable pro- 
feffions, is, in point o f pecuniary gain, evidently 
under-tccoinpenfed.

T hose profeffion $ keep their level, however? 
with other occupations,.and, notwithftanding. thefe 
dilcourage meats, all the molt generous and liberal 
fpirits are eager to crowd into them. Two dif­
fer a  A espies contribute to recommend them. 
Tint, the defire of the reputation which attends 
upon foperior excellence in any of them; and, 
ffecondly, the natural confidence which every man 
has more or lei's, not only in his own abilities, but 
in his own good fortune.,

T o excel jn any profeffion, in which but few 
arrive at mediocrity, is the moft decifive mark o f 
vdiac h  called genius or Superior talents. The 

public admiration which attends upon fuch drf- 
tinguiffied abilities, makes always a part of their 
reward > a greater or i mailer in proportion as it 
is higher or lower in degree. It makes a con- 
ilderabk part of that reward in the profeffion o f

phyfic i
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phyfic; a fcill greater, perhaps, in that of law ? c P 4
in poetry and philofophy it makes ‘jalmoft the-,__
whole.

I here are fame very agreeable and beautiful 
talents, of which the poffeffion commands a cer­
tain ion o f admiration; but of which the eser- 
dfe for the lake of gain is confidered, whether 
from nafon or prejudice, as a fort of public prof- 
titution. The pecuniary recompeoce, there­
fore, of thofe who exericife them in this manner, 

muft be lufficienr, no: only to pay for the time, 

labour, and expence of acquiring the talents, 
but for the difcredit which attends the employ- 
menc of them as the means of fubMence. The 
exorbitant rewards of players, opera-fingers, 
operas dancers, &e. are founded upon thole two 
principles 5 the rarity and beauty of the talents, 
and the difcredit. of employing them in this 

manner, i t  fee ms abfurd at firth fight that we 
fhoukl defpife their perform, and yet reward their 
talents with the moil: profofe liberality. While 
we do the one, however, we muft of necefilty do 
the other. Should the public opinion or pre- 
judice ever alter with regard to foch occupa­
tions, their pecuniary recompence would quickly 
diminifh. More people would apply to them, 

and the competition would quickly reduce the 
price of their labour. Such talents, though far 
from being common, are by no means fo rare as 
T imagined. Many people p olid's them in great 
perfection, who difejain to make this ufe of 
them ; and many more are capable of acquiring

M 2 them.
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E °  i*° ** m  thing could be made honourably by

'1'h e  over-weaning conceit which the greater 
part of men have o f their own abilities, is an 
.ancient evil remarked by the phikdophers and 
moral ills o f all ages, Their abfurd prefumptien 
in their own good fortune, has been lei’s taken 
notice of. It is, however, if poffible, (till m o re  
univerfal. 1 hero is no man living, who, when 
m tolerable health and fpirits, has not fome fiiare 
of it. 1  he chance o f gain is by every man 
more or ids over-valued, and the chance of lois 
is by molt men under-valued, and by fcarce any 
man, who is in tolerable health and fpirits, va­
lued more than it is worth.

T h a t  the chance of gain is naturally over­
valued, we nay .learn from the univerfal fureefs 
of lotteries. The world neither ever faw, nor 
ever will fee, a petfcftly fair lottery; or one in 
which the whole gain cqmpenfated the whole lofs; 
becaufe the undertaker could make nothing by 
it. In the date lotteries the tickets are really 

not worth the price which is paid by the original 
fubferibers, and yet commonly fell in the market 
for twenty, thirty, and fometimes forty per cent., 
advance. 1'he vain hope of gaining fome of the 
great prizes is the foie cauie o f this demand.
The lobe re 11 people fcarce look upon it as a folly 

sto pay a final! fum for the chance o f gaining ten 
or twenty thoufand pounds; though they know 
that even that final! fum is perhaps’ twenty 
or thirty per cent, more than the chance is 

worth. In a lottery in which no prize exceeded

twenty
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- twenty pounds, though in other refpe&s it ap~ c h a v. 

proached much nearer to a perfectly fair one 
than the common (late lotteries, there would not 

be the fame demand for tickets. In order to 
have a better chance for fpme of the great prizes., 

fame people purchafe feveral tickets, and others,
Imall fiiar.es in a ftill greater number. There is 

not, however, a more certain propofition in m a­
thematics, than that the more tickets you ad­

venture upon, the more likely you are to be a 
lofer. Adventure upon all the tickets in the 

lottery, and you lofe for certain; and the greater 
the number of your tickets, the nearer you ap­
proach to this certainty.

T h a t  the chance o f 1 ofa is frequently under­
valued, and fcarce ever valued more than it is 

worth, we may learn from the very moderate 
profit of in furors,- In order to make infurance, 

either from fire or fea-rilk, a trade at all, the 

common premium muff be fufficient to comperr- 

fate the common Ioffes, to pay the expence o f 
management, and to afford fudi a profit as 
might have been drawn from an equal capital 

employed in any common trade. T h e perfon 
who pays no more than this, evidently pays no 

more than the real value o f the rifk, or the lovveff 
price at which lie can reafonably expe<ff to 
infare it. But though many people have made 

a little money by infurance, very few have made 

a great fortune; and from this confideration 
alone, it leems evident enough, that the ordinary 
balance o f profit and lofs is not more advanta­
geous in this, than in other common trades by

M  j  which
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^jjsHro r. 5vhich (o many people make fortunes, Moderate, 

w .-^ w  However, as the premium of infuranee commonly 
is, - many people • defpiie the riilc too much to 

■ care to pay it. Taking the whole kingdom at 
an average, nineteen houfes in twenty, or rather, 
perhaps, ninety-nine.-in a hundred, are not in- 
fora) from .fire. Sea-rifle is more alarming to 
the -greater pare of people, arid the proportion 
o f (hips Injured to thole not infure.! is much 
■ greater. Many fail, however, at all ieafons, and 
even in time of war, without any infurance.
This-may fometimes perhaps be done without any 
imprudence. When a great company, or even a 
great merchant, has twenty or thirty "fliips at fea, 
they may, as it were, infure one another. The 

premium laved upon them all, may more than 

compenfate Tuch Ioffes as they are likely to meet 
with in the common courfe of chances. The 
negled of infurance upon {hipping, however, in 
the fame manner as upon houfes, is, in molt 
cafes, the eft eft of no fuch nice calculation, but 
o f mere thoughtless ralhneft and prefumptuous 
contempt of the. rifk.

T he contempt of rifle and the prefumptuous 
hope of fuccefs, are in no period of life more 
a£tive than at the age at which young people 
chufe their profeffions. How little the fear o f 
misfortune is then capable o f balancing the hope 

o f good luck, appears fall more evidently in the 
ireadinefs o f the common people to enlift as 
foldiers, or to go to fea, than in the eagernefs o f 

thofe o f better flifhion to enter into what are 
called the liberal profeflions,

, W hat
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i x<-l»2> W hat a common foldter may lofe is obvious c H A p* 
enough. Without regarding the danger* how- y ^ y v  
ever, young volunteers never enlift fa readily as 
at the beginning of a new war j and though they 
have fcarce any chance of preferment, they figure 
to themfelves, in their youthful ’ fancies, a thou- 
land occafions of acquiring honour and diftiac­
tion which never occur. Thefe romantic hopes 
make the whole price of their blood. Their pay 
is lefs than that of common labourers, and in 
aftual ferviee their fatigues, are much greater.

T he lottery of the fea is not altogether lb dis­
advantageous as that o f the army. The fon of 
a creditable labourer or artificer may frequently 
go to fea with his father’s content; but if  he 
enlifts as a foldier, if is always without ft. Ocher 
people fee teune chance o f his making fomeching 
by the one trader nobody but hknfelf fees any of 
his making any thing by the other. The great 
admiral is lefs the objeft of public admiration 
than the great general; and the higheft fuccefs 

in the fea ferviee prorniies a1 lefs brilliant for­
tune and reputation than equal fuccefs in the 
land. The fame difference runs through all the 

inferior degrees of preferment in both. By the 
rules of precedency a captain in the n.avv ranks 
with a colonel in the army : but he does not rank 
with him in the common eftimation. As the 
great prizes in the lottery are lefs, the fmaller 
ones route be more numerous. Common Tailors, 
therefore, more frequently get fome fortune and 
preferment than common foldiers ; and the hope 
,of thofe prizes is what principally recommends

M  4 the
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B 0 °  X- the trade. Though their ;fkill and dexterity .. are 
much fu peri or to that of almuff any artificers, 
and though their whole life is one continual 
Jcerve o f hardship and danger, yet for all this 
dexterity and fkiU, for all i.hofe .hardfhips and 

dangers, while they remain in the condition o f 

common Tailors, they receive fcarce any other 
ret.ovnper.ee but the pleafure o f exerciling the 
one and of furmounting the other. Their wages 
are not greater than thofe of common labourers 
at the port which regulates the rare of feamen’s 
wages. As they are continually going from port 

o  port, the monthly pay of thofe who fail from 
all the different ports of Great Britain, is more 
nearly upon a level than that of any other 
workmen in thofe different’places 3 and the rate 
o f the port to and from which the greateft num­
ber fail, that is, the port of I ..onion, regulates 
that o f all the reft. A t London the wages of 

the greater part o f the different claffes of work­
men are about double thofe o f the fame claffes at 
Edinburgh. But the failors who fail from the 
port of London fddom -.earn above three or four 
(hillings a month more than thofe who fail from 
the port of Leith, and the difference is fre­
quently not fo great. In time o f peace, and in 
the merchant fervice, the London price is from 
a guinea to about feven-and-twenty (hillings the 

calendar month. A  common labourer in L on ­
don, at the rate o f nine or ten (hillings a week, 
may earn in the calendar month from forty to 
five-and-forty (hillings. The failor, indeed, 
over and above his pay, is fupplied with provi-

lions.



fions; Their value, however, may not perhaps c « A r- 

always exceed the .'difference between his pay and <— ^-**0 
chat of the common labourer; and chough it , 
home times ihould, the excels will not be clear 
gain to the failor, becaufe he cannot (hare it with 
his wife and family, whom he mult maintain out 
of his wages at home.

'T he dangers and hair-breadth efcapes of a 
life o f adventures, inftead of difheartenisrg young 
people, feem frequently to recommend a trade 
to them. A  tender mother, among the inferior 
ranks of people, is often afraid to fend her fon to 

jfehool at a lea-port town, left the fight of the 
.Chips and the converfation and adventures o f the 
failors Ihould entice .him to go to fca. The dis­
tant profpeft of Hazards, from which we can hope 
•to extricate ourfelvcs by courage and.. addrefs, is 
not difagreeable to us, and does not raife the 
wages of labour ih any employment. It is other- 
wife with thole in which courage and addrefs can. 
be of no avail. In trades which are known to be 
very unwholefome, the wages of labour are always 
remarkably high. Unwhoidbmenefs is a fpecies 
o f difagrceablenefs, and its effects upon the wages 
of labour are to be ranked under that general 
head.

I n all the different employments o f flock, the 
ordinary rate of profit varies more or lels with 
the certainty or uncertainty o f the returns, i.’hefe 
are in general Ids uncertain in the inland than in 
the foreign trade, arid in fame branches o f fo­
reign trade than in others; in the trade to North 
America, for example, than in that to Jamaica,

The
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b o o K The 'ordinary rate of profit always riles more or 
w j w  Ms. with the rifle. It does not, however, feern to 

rife in proportion to it, or fo as to compenfate it 
completely. Bankruptcies, are. moil frequent -in 
the mofl: hazardous trades. The moft hazardous 
o f all trades, that of a frmiggler, though when 
the adventure fucceeds it is like wile the mofl: 
profitable, is the infallible- road to bankruptcy.
The prelumptuous hope of fuccefs fee ms to aft 
here as upon ail other occafidns, and to entice 
fo .many adventurers into thofe hazardous trades., 
that their competition reduces their profit below 
what is fufficient to compenfate the rifle. T o  

compenfate it completely, the common returns 
ought, over and above the 01 dinary profits of 
flock, nor only to make up tor all occafional Ioffes, 

but to afford a furplus profit to the adventurers 
o f the tame nature with the profit of in hirers.
But if the common returns were fufficiem; for ail 
this, bankruptcies would not be more frequent in 
the.fe than in other trades.

O f the five circumftances, therefore, which 
vary the wages of labour, two only affect the 
profits of frock; the agreeablenefs or difagree- 
ablenefs o f the bufineis, and the rifk or fecurity 
with which it is attended. In point of agree­
ablenefs or dilagreeablenefs, there is little or no 
difference in the far greater part of the different 
employments of flock ■, but a great deal in thofe 
o f labour; and the ordinary profit of flock, 
though it rifes with the rifk, does not always 
feem to rife in proportion to it. It fhould fol­
low from ail this, that, in the fame fociety or

neigh-
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~ lieighbciurhood, the average and ordinary rates c HXA p* 

o f profit. in the different employments of f t o c k ^ - r ^  
flioukl be more nearly upon a level than the 

pecuniary wages of the different forts oi: labour*
They are fo accordingly. The difference be­
tween the earnings o f a, common labourer and 

thofe o f a well employed lawyer or phylician, is 
evidently much greater than that between the 
ordinary profits in any two different branches o f 
trade. The apparent difference, helloes, in the 

profits o f different trades, is generally a deception 
arifing from our not always diftingiitfhing what 
ought to be confidered as wages, from what ought 

to be confidered as profit.
A pothecaries profit is become a bye-word, 

denoting fomething uncommonly extravagant.
This great, apparent profit, however, is fre­
quently no more than the reafonable wages of 

labour. T h e fkiii of an apothecary is a much 
nicer and more delicate matter than that of any 
artificer whatever; and the cruft which is repofed 
in him is o f much greater importance. He is 

the phyfician of the poor in all cales, and of the 
rich when the diftrefs or danger is not. very great.

His rewards therefore, ought to be fuitable to 
his fit ill and his truft, and it arifes generally 
from the price at which he fells his drugs. But 
the whole drugs which the beff employed apothe­
cary, in a large market town, will iell in a 
year, may not perhaps coll him above thirty or 
forty pounds. Though he fhould fell them, 
therefore, for three or four hundred, or at a 

Shopfancl per cent, profit, this may frequently be
7 no
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X r t f  o k no more than the realbnabk wages of his labp-uf 
charged, in the only way in wnich he can charge 
thern> upon the price of. his drugs. I he greater 
part of the apparent profit is real wages difguifed 

in the garb of pro tit.
.In a fmall fea-port. town, a little grocer will 

make forty or fifty per cent, upon a ftock of 
a fingie hundred pounds/ while a edniklcrable 
whole fait: merchant in the fame place will fcarc'e 
make eight or ten per cent, upon a ftock of ten 
thoufand. The trade of the grocer may be ne- 
heflhry for the conveniency of the inhabitants, 
and the narrownefs of the market may not admit 
the employment of a larger capital in the bufi~
Re(s. The man, however, muft nor only live 
by his trade, but live by it fuitably to the qu-a.li- 

■ fications which rt requires. !Belides poftcfling a
little capital, he muft be able to read, wi itt, ahu 
account, and muft be a tolerable judge too of, 
perhaps, fifty or fixty different forts of goods, 
their prices, qualities, and the markets where 
they are to be had cbeapeft. H e muft have all 
the knowledge, in ftiort, that is neceftary for a 
great merchant, which nothing hinders him hom 
becoming but the want of a fufficient capital. 
Thirty or forty pounds a year cannot be con­
sidered as too great a recompense for the labour 
of a perfon fo accomplished. Deduct this from 
the feemtngly great profits of his capital, and little 
move will remain* perhaps, than the ordinary 
profits of ftock. The greater part of the ap­
parent profit is, in this cafe too, reat wages.

T he '
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T he difference between the apparent profit o f c H£ i>- 

die retail and that of the wholefale trade, is much 
lefs in the capital than in final! towns and coun­
try villages. Where ten thoufimd pounds can 
be employed in the grocery trade, the 'wages of 
the grocer’s labour rouft be a very trifling addi­
tion to the real profits of fo great a flock. The 
apparent profits o f the wealthy retailer, there­

fore, are there more nearly upon- a level with 
thofe of the. wholefale merchant. It is upon this 
account that goods fold by retail -are generally 
as cheap and fregently much cheaper in .the 
capital than in fima.ll towns and country villages.
Grocery goods, for'-,example, are generally much 
cheaper; bread and butcher’s meat frequently 

as cheap. It cofts no more to bring grocery 
goods to the great town than to the country 
village; but it cofts a great deal more to bring 
com and cattle, as the greater part of them 
muff be brought from a much greater diftance.
The prime coft o f grocery goods, therefore, be­
ing the fame in both places, they are cheapeft 
where the leaff profit, is charged upon them.
The prime coft of bread and butcher’s meat is 
greater m the great town than in the country 
village; and though the profit is left, therefore 
they are not always cheaper there, but often 
equally cheap, In fuch articles as bread and 

butcher’s meat, the fame caulV, which dlmi- 
mfties apparent profit, increales prime coft, The 
extent of the market, by giving employment to 

greater flocks, dinjipiflies apparent profit; but 
by requiring fuppltes (rom a greater diftance, it

increales
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<SL
b o, o k increafes prime coft. This diminution of the 

one and increafe of the other ftern> in moft cafes, 
nearly to counter-balance .one another 5 which js 
probably the reafon that, though the prices of 

corn and cattle are commonly very different in 
different parts of the kingdom, thofe of bread 
and'butcher’s meat a"re generally very nearly the 
fame through the greater part of it,

T h o u g h  the profits of flock both in the* 
wholefaie and retail trade are generally left in 
the capital than in final! towns and country vil­
lages, yet great fortunes are f  iquently acquired 
from fmall beginnings in the inner, and fcarce 
ever in the latter. In fmall towns and country 
villages, on account of thr narrownels of the 
market, trade cannot always be extended as 
llock extends,, In fueh places, therefore, though 

the rate of a particular perfon’s profits may be 
very high, the fum or amount of them can never 
be very great, nor confequently that, of his annual 

accumulation. In great towns.,, on the contrary, 
trade can be extended as flock increafes, and the 
credit of a frugal and thriving man increafes much 
fuller than his flock. His trade is extended in 
proportion to the amount of both, and the fum or 
amount of his profits is in proportion to the extent 
of his trade, and his annual accumulation, in pro­
portion to the amount of his profits. It fcldortt 
happens, however, that great fortunes are made 
even in great towns by any one .regular, efta- 
blifhed, and well-known branch of bufinefs, but in 
confequence of a long life of induilry, frugality, 
and attention. Sudden fortunes, indeed, are fome-

times
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times made ■ in lueh places by what is called the c T̂ A **• 
trade of (peculation. The- fpecul-ative merchant 
exercifes no one regular, eftab]tilled, or well- 
known branch of bu finds. He is a corn-merchant 
this year, and a wine merchant the next, and a 
fugar, tobacco, or tea merchant the- -year after.
He enters into every trade, when he forefees that 
it is likely to be more than commonly profitable, 
and he quits it when he forefees that its profits 

are likely to return to the level of other trades.
His profits- and Ib%s, therefore, can bear no re­
gular proportion t ;i, thole of any one eftabliihed 
and well-known bn ich of bufinels. A  bold ad­
venturer may feme imes acquire a confiderabJe 
fortune by two or u see fuccefsful Speculations* 
but is joft as likely to lole one by two or three 
ujilucceisful ones. This trade can be carried on 
no where but in great towns. It is only in 

places of the moll extenfive commerce and cor- 

refpondence that the intelligence requifite for it 
can be had.

T he five circumltances above mentioned, 
though they occafion considerable inequalities in 

,the wages o f labour and profits of flock, occafion 
none in the whole of the advantages and difad- 
vantages, real or imaginary, o f the different em­
ployments of either. The nature of t-hofe cir- 
cumftances is fitch, that they make-up for a final! 
pecuniary gain in fame, and counter-balance a 
great one in others.

I n order, however, that this qualify may 
take .place in the whole of their advantages or 
dt fad vantages, three things are requifite even

where
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b o o k where .there is. the 'moft perfect freedom, Firft, 

«*««„«»!— the employments mull: be well known -and long 

' eftabitflbed in the neighbourhood; fccondJy, they
mull be in their ordinary, or what may be called 
rhdr natural ftate*, and, thirdly, they muft be the 
hole or principal employments of thole who oc­
cupy them;

F irst, this quality can take place only in. 
thofe employments which are well kpown, and 
have been long elhablifhed in tfee neighbour­

hood.
W here all other circutr* ances are equal, 

wages are generally higher j ■ new than in old 
trades. When a projector .'.ttempts to eftablifh 
a new manufacture, he rrydl at hr ft entice his 
workmen from other employ me fits by higher 
wages than they can either earn in their own 
trades, or than the nature of his work would 
otherwife require, and a confiderable time mu ft 
pals away before he can venture to reduce, them 
to the common level. Manufaftures for which 
the demand arifes altogether from faftiion and 
fancy, are continually changing, and feldom laft 
long enough to be con fide red as old eftabliihed 
man u failures. Thofe, on the contrary, for
which the demand arifes chiefly from ufe or ne- 
ceftity, are kfs liable to change, and the fame 
form or fabric may continue in demand for 
whole centuries together. The wages of labour, 
therefore, arc likely to be higher in manufa&ures 
of the former, than in thofe of the latter kind. 
Birmingham deals chiefly in rnanufaflures of the 
former kin d; Sheffield in thofe of the latter;

5 and
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;uul the w a g e s  of labour in thofe two different c HXA r 

places, are laid to be fuitable to this difference in — ■v*-** 

the nature o f their manufaftures.
T he eftablifl'iment of any new manufaTure, 

of any new branch of commerce, or o f any new 
practice in agriculture, is always a (peculation, 
from which the proje&or promifcs himfels extra­
ordinary profits.' Thefe profits fometimes are 
very,, great, and fometimes, more frequently, 
perhaps, they quite otherwife; but in general 
they bear no regTar proportion to thofe of other 
old trades in the n 'gh boor hood. I f  the projeft 
fucceeds, they are anrtmonly at fir ft very high.
When the trade or l raftice becomes thoroughly 
cftablifhed arid well 1C. own, the competition re­
duces them to the level of other trades.

S econdly, This equality in the whole of the 
advantages and dtfad vantages of the different em­
ployments of labour and (lock, can take place' 
only in the ordinary, or what may be called the 
natural flare of thofe employments.

T he demand for almoft every different fp'eeies 
of labour is fometimes greater and fometimes 
3efs than ufual. In the one Cafe the advantages 
of the employment rife above, in the other they 
fall below the common level. The demand for 
country labour is-greater at, hay-time and harveft, 
than during the greater part of the year; and 
wages rife with the demand. In time of war, 
when forty or fifty thoufand failors are forced 
from the merchant krvice into that of the king, 
the demand for failors to merchant (hips necef- 
faiily rifes with their fcarcity, and their wages 

V ol, I. N  upon
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n o o rc Up0n fuCj-j occafions common'!)? rife from a guinea 

‘---y--«-<.aud feven-ami-twenty Hulling;?, to forty Shillings 
and three pounds a month* In a.decaying rna- 

nufaflue, on the contrary, many workmen, ra- 
ther than quit their old trade, are contented with 

fmailer wages than'would otherwife be fuitable to 
the nature of their employment.

T he profits of flock vary with the price o f 
the commodities in which it is employed, A , 
the price of any commodity rifes /'hove tnc ordi­
nary or average rate, the prof . o f at'lead fome 

part o f the flock that is rmp jyed in bringing it. 

to market, life above their roper level, and as 
it falls they fink below it, . All commodifies are 

more or lefs liable to v,y rations of price, hut. 

Tome are much more fp than others. In all 
commodities which are produced by human in- 
duftry, the quantity o f indufby annually em ­

ployed is neceflanly regulated by the annual de­

mand, in fuch a manner that the average annual 
produce may, as ntar'y as poflil.ee, be equal to 
ihe average annual confumption. In fome em ­
ployments, it has already been obferved, the 
fame quantity of induflry will always produce 
lire fame, or very nearly tire fame quantity o f 

commodities. In the linen or woollen manu- 
f-t&ures, for example, the fame number of hands 
will annually work up very nearly the fame 
quantity o f linen and woollen cloth, i  he varia­
tions in the market price of fuch commodities 

therefore, can arife only from fame accidental 
variation in the demand. A  public mourning 

raifes the price of black cloth. But as the demand
for
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for raoft forts of plain linen and woollen doth is c  HXA p* 
pretty uniform, Jo is- likewise the price. Butw«—y—

•there' are other employments in which the fame 

quantity, of induftry will not always produce 
j the fame quantity of commodities. The fame 

quantity o f indu-ftry, for example, will, in dif­
ferent years, produce very different quantities of 
corn, wine, hops, fugar, tobacco, &c. T he price 
kdkfoch commodities, therefore, varies not only 

with mCvaridifons of'demand,, hut with the much 
gfeuer and more-Sequent variations of quantity, 
and is confequently extremely fluctuating. But 

the profit o f fome of'the dealers moft neceflarily 

fludfuate with the prictyof the commodities. The 
operations o f the foecNl^tHT merchant • are prin­

cipally employed about fiuch commodities. H e 

endeavours to buy them up when he forefees that 
their pri.ee is likely to rile, and to fell them when 
it is likely to fall,

Tmi.RD.LY, This equality in the whole o f the ad­

vantages and d.i{'advantages of die different em­
ployments o f labour and dock, can take place 

only io foeh as are the foie or principal employ* 
meats of thofe who occupy them,

W'HfcN. a perfon derives his fu'oftftence from 

one .employment, which does not occupy the 
greater part o f his time * in the intervals of his 
teifure he is often willing to work at another for 

Id's wages than would otherwife fuk the nature of 
the employment.

T here kill fubfifts in many parts o f  Scotland 
a Set of people called Cotters or Cottagers, 
though they were more frequent fame years agp

K  2 than
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® o o k  than they, ate now. They are a . lore of out- 
fervants o f the landlords and farmers. The 
uftual reward which they receive from their 
matters is a home, a (mail garden for pot-herbs* 

m much grafts as. will feed a cow, and, perhaps, 
an acre or two of bad arable land. When their 
matter has occafion for their labour, he gives 
them, befides, two pecks of oatmeal a week, 
worth about - fixteen pence tterling. During a 
great part o f the year he has link or no occafion 
for their labour, and the cuftration o f their own 

little pofifdSoh is not fuf .cient to occupy the 
time which is left at their wit difp.ofal. When 
fuch occupiers were morf numerous than they 
are at prelent, they are f-.d to have been willing 
to give their fpare time for a very fmaii recom- 
pcncc to any body, and to have wrought for lefs 

wages, than other labourers. In ancient times j 
they fears to have been common all over Eu­
rope. In countries ill cultivated and worfe in- 
habited, the greater part of landlords and farm­

ers could not orherwife provide themfelves with 
the extraordinary number of hands, which coun­
try labour requires at certain feafons. The daily 
or weekly recompence which fuch labourers oc- 
cafionally received from their matters, was evi­
dently not the whole price o f their labour. Their 

fhiall tenement made a confiderable part of it. 
This daily or weekly recompence, however, feeros 
to have been confidered as the whole of it,, by many 
writers who have collected the prices o f labour and 
provifioas in ancient times, and who have taken 
pleafure in reprefenting both as wonderfully low.

. T he
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. T he produce of fiich labour comes frequently 0 \ A l’* 
cheaper to market than would otherwise be lulc- 

I able to its nature. Stockings ifi many .parts of 

Scotland are knit much cheaper than they can 
any--where be wrought upon the loom, I hey arc 

the work of fervants and labourers, who derive 

the principal part of their fubhftenee from home 

other employment. More than a thousand pair 

or Shetland (lockings are annually imported into 
Leith, of whit., the price is from five pence to 

feven pence a pair. At Learwick, the frnall ca­
pital of the Shetiar/yiAands, ten pence a day, I 

have been allured, 1 'a  common price of com­
mon labour. In tl< > lame iflands they knit 

worfted (lockings to the value of a- guinea a pair 

and upwards.
T he (pinning of linen yarn is carried on in 

Scotland nearly in the fame way as the knitting 
of (lockings, by fervancs who a-e chiefly hired 

for other purpofes, They earn but a very feanty 
fubfiftence, who endeavour to get their whole 

livelihood by either o f thole trades. I n mod parts 

of Scotland (lie is a good fpinner who can earn 

twenty pence a week.
I n opulent countries the market is generally 

fo exu-nfive, that any one trade is fu.Ticient to 

employ the whole labour and flock of thofe who 

occupy it. Inflances of people's living by one 
employment, and at the fame time deriving fome 

little advantage from another, occur chiefly in 
poor countries. The following inftance, how­
ever, o f fomething of the fame kind is to be 

found in the capital o f a very rich one. Theft

N 3 is
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B o o  14 is no city in Europe, I believe, in which hou&*

w - v —w rent is clearer than in London, and yet I know 

.no capital in 'which a. furnifeed apartment can be 

.hired fo cheap. Lodging is not only much 
cheaper in London than in Paris ; it. is much 
cheaper than in Edinburgh o f the fame degree 
of goodnefs ; and What may feem extraordinary, 
the deamels of houle-ient is the caufe of the 
cheapntfs o f lodging. The dearnefs of hocuT* 
rent in .London arifes, not only/; om those cauieS 
which render it dear in alf great capitals, the 
dearnefs of labour, the de neb of ail the ma­
terials of building, whirl m d i generally be 
brought from a great drlhv ce, and above all the 
dearnefs o f ground-rent, every landlord acting 

the part o f a monopolift, and frequently evading 
a higher rent for a Jingle acre of bad land in 
a town, than can be had for a hundred of the 

beft in the country; but it arifes in part from 

the peculiar manners and cuftoms of the people, 

which oblige every mailer of a family to hire a 
whole houfe from top to bottom. A  dwdling- 
boufe in England means every thing that is con­
tained under the "fame roof. In France, Scot­
land, and many other parts of Europe, it fre­

quently means no more than a [ingle (lory. A  

tradefman in London is obliged to hire a whole 

houfe in that part o f the town where his cui- 

tomers live. His drop is upon the ground-floor, 

and he and his family deep in the garret; and 
he endeavours to pay a part o f his houie-rent by- 
letting the two middle dories to lodgers. Fie 
expels to maintain his family by his trade, and

not

THE n a t u r e  and  c a u se s  of
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not by his lodgers. Whereas, ■ at Paris and .c 1" 
Edinburgh, the people who let -lodgings have — •*v— • 
commonly no other means of fubfiflence; ana 
the price of the lodging mu ft pay, not only the 
rent of the houfe, but the whole expence ot the 
family. fplfe-c

P A R T  II.  )*$ ]

h i  j ualitu: occafioned by the Policy of Europe,

Q U C H  are the inequalities in the whole of 

^  the advantages'- and di fad vantages of the- dif­
ferent employment of labour and ftock, which 
the defect o f any o 'th e  three requ-ifkes above- 
mentioned mult occaiion, even where there is 
the moft perfed liberty. But the policy of Eu­
rope, by not leaving things at .peifeft liberty, 
occafions other inequalities of much greater im­

portance.

It does this chiefly in the three following 

ways. Fir ft, by reftraining the competition in
fame employments to a fmaller number titan 

would otherwife be difpofed to enter into them ; 

fecondly, by increafing it, in others beyond what 

it naturally would be; and thirdly, by obftfuel­

ing the free circulation o f labour and ftock, both 

from employment to employment, and from place 

to place.
F irst , The policy o f Europe occafions a very 

important inequality in the whole of the advan­

tages and disadvantages of the different employ­
ments of labour and ftock, by rt-ftrainirrg the

N 4 competition.
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* \ *• competition in fome employments to a {malic; 
w - y - w  number than might other wile be difpofed to enter

Into them, ' ■ '( '

T he exehifive privileges of corporations are 
the principal means it makes ufe of for this 

p urpo.fi-:.
T he excluftve privilege o f  an incorporated 

trade necefifarily -reftrains the competition, in the 
town where it is eftablifhed, to thole who arc 
free of the trade. T o  have Terved an "^pren- 
ticefhip in the town., under s nafter properly

«•. . ' .qualified, is commonly the neceflary requifite
for obtaining this freedom., " he bye-laws of the 

corporation regulate • fometir tfcs the number of 

apprentices which any mafte; is allowed to have, 
and almoft always the number of years which 
each apprentice is obliged to ferve. The inten­
tion of both regulations is to feftrain the compe­
tition to a much fmaller number than might, 
otherwife be difpofed to enter into the trade.

; The limitation of the number of apprentices re-
ftrains it clircitJy. A  long term c f apprenticefhip 
retrains it more xndirc6tly, but as effectually, by 
increaling the expence of education.

I n Sheffield no mafter cutler can have more 
than one apprentice at a time, by a bye-law of’ 
the corporation. In Norfolk and Norwich nq 

mailer weaver can have more than two appren­
tices, under pain of forfeiting five pounds a 
month to the king. No. maker hatter can have 

more than two apprentices an y-where in Eng­
land, or in the Englifh plantations, under pain 
o f forfeiting five pounds a .month, half to the

king.
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king, and half to him who fue in any court’. p'“ 
o f record. Both thcfe regulations, though they v — 
have been confirmed by a public law o f the 
kingdom, are evidently did a ted by the fame 
corporation fpirit which enacted the bye-law o f 
Sheffield. The filk weavers in London had 

fc.irce been incorporated a year when they ‘en~ 

aded a bye-law, reft raining any mafter from -
having more than two apprentices at a timed it  

requiivii a particular act of parliament to ■ reicind 
this bye-law.

S even' years fee. n anciently to have been, all 

over Europe, the Thai term eftabliihed for the 

duration of apprentibdhips in the greater part of 
incorporated trades. A ll fuch incorporations 
were anciently called univerfitiesj which indeed 
is the proper Latin name for any incorporation 

whatever. The univerfity bf foliths, the uni- 
verfity o f tayloss, &c, are exprefliohs which we 
commonly meet with in the old charters of an­
cient towns.. When thole particular incorpora­
tions which are now peculiarly called - uni ver­
ities were firft -eftabliihed, the term of years 
which it:was neceilary to ftudy, in order to ob­
tain the degree of mafter of arts, appears evi­
dently to -have been copied from the term of 

apprenriceihip in common trades, of which the 
incorporations were much more ancient. As to 
have., wrought feven years under a mafter pro­
perly qualified, was needfary in order to entitle 
3ny perlon to -become a mafter, and to have him- 

feli apprentices in a common trade; fo to have 
iludied feven years under a mafter properly qua­

lified,
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b -o o k  lifted, was. -neceflafy to entitle him to become, a 
matter,. teacher, or do&or (words anciently fyrio- 
nimous) in the. liberal arts, and to have Scholars 
•or apprentices (words likewife originally fyno- 
nimous) to finely under him,

B y the 5th of Elizabeth, commonly called the 
Statute of Apprenticdhip, it was enabled, that 
no jxrfon fhould for the future exerciie a tty trade, 
craft, or myftery at .that time exercifed in Eng 
land, .unlefs he had previously ferved to it an 
apprenticefhip of fcven years ?' ieaft; and what 
before had been the bye-law of many particular 
corporations, became in England the general 
and public law of all trade'- carried on in- mar-.
3u:t towns. For though the words of the ftatute 
are very general, and feern plainly to include the 
whole kingdom, by interpretation its operation 
has been limited to market towns, it having 
been held that in country villages a perfon may 
exercife feveral different trades, though he has 
not ferved a feven years apprentkefhip to each, 
they being neceffary for the conveniency of the 
inhabitants, and the number of people frequently 
not being fu.fficient to fupply each with a par­

ticular let of hands.
B y a ft rid: interpretation of the words too the 

operation of thisdlatute has been limited to thole 
trades which were eftablifhed in England before 
the 5ch of Elizabeth, and has never been ex­
tended to iucli as have been introduced isnee 
that time. This limitation has given occafion 
to feveral diftinflibns which, confidered as rules 
of police, appear as foolifh as can well be ima­

gined.
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gincd. It has been adjudged* for example, that c •** * i*» 
a coach maker -can neither himfelf make nor'—  

employ journeymen to make his coach-wheels j 
but rnufl. buy them of a tin after wheelwright'; 
this latter trade having been exercifed in Eng­
land before the 5th of Elizabeth. But a wheel.- 
weight, though he has never fcrved an appren- 
ticelhip to a coach-maker, may either himfelf 

make.;..or employ journeymen to make coaches; 
the trade of a cofeh - maker nb'. being within, the 
ftatute, heeauie not exetcifed in England at the 
time when It was made. The manufactures of 
Manchefter, B ii.ningham, and Wolverhampton, 
are many of them upon this account, not witfiia 
the ftatute; not having been- exerciled in England 
before the 5th of Elizabeth.

I n France, the duration of apprenticefhips is 
different in different towns and in different 
trades. In Paris, five years is the term required 
in a great number j but before any peribn can be 
qualified to exercife the trade as a mailer, he 
rrmlt, in many of them, ferve five years more as 
a journeyman. During this latter term life is 
called the companion of his mailer, and the term 
klelf is called his compamonfhip.

I n Scotland there is no general law which re­
gulates univerfally the duration of apprentice- 

■ fhips, The term is different in different corpo­
rations, Where it is long, a part of it may 
generally be redeemed by paying a final! fine.
In rnoft towns too a. very final] fine is fufficient 
to put chafe the freedom of any corporation. The 
weavers of linen and hempen doth, the principal

manu-
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*i><rk rm îufa®ttires of the country, as- well tvs all other
4„.artificers fubfer-vient to them, wheel-makers,, reel-

makers., & c. may exerdfe their trades in any1 town 
corporate without paying any fine. In all towns 

corporate ail persons are, tree to fell butcher’s 
meat upon any lawful day of the week. Three 
years is in Scotland a common term of appren- 
ticelhip, even in feme very nice trades; and in 

general i know of no country in Europe in which 
corporation laws are -to-little .oppreftive..

T he property which every man has in his own 

labour* as it is the original foundation - of all. 

other property',- fo it is the m- ft iacred .and in­

violable. T ire patrimony of a poor man lies in 
the ftrength an-4 dexterity of his hands; and to 
hinder him from employing this ftrength and 

dexterity in what manner he thinks proper with­

out injury to his neighbour, is a plain violation 

of this moil facred property. It is a noanifeft 
encroachment upon the juft liberty both of the 

workman, and of thofe who might be dilpoled 
to employ him. As it hinders the one from 

working at what he thinks proper, fo it hinders 

the others from employing whom they think 
proper. T o  judge whether he is fit to be em ­
ployed, may furcly be crafted to the difcrecion of 
the employers whole intereft it fo much concerns.

The affected anxiety of the law-giver, It ft they 
fbotftd employ an improper perlbn, is evidently- 
as impertinent as it is opprdlive.

T he inflitucion of long apprentice fhips can give 

no fecurity that infufHcieDt workmanship fttail not 
frequently be expofed to public fale. When this

is.
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' ' ^ V d o n e  it is generally the e S rd  of fraud, arideH^&?, 

not of inability j and the longett apprencicefhip w y - J  

can give no fecurity againft fraud, Quite d if­
ferent regulations are ne'ceifary to prevent this 
abufe. The fterling mark upon plate, and the 
ftatnps upon linen and woollen cloth, give the 
pyrchafer much greater (ecuricy than any ftacute 
off apprenticdhip. He generally looks at .theft, 
but never thinks it worth while to enquire whe­
ther the workmen had ferved a feven years ap- 

prenticelhip.
T he inftitudo-n of long apprenticefhips has 

•no tendency to form young people to mduilry.

A journeyman who works by the piece is likely 
to be, mduftrious, becaule he derives a benefit 
from every exertion of his induftry. A n ap­

prentice is likely to be idle, and ah noil' always 
ia-fo, becaufe he has no immediate intereft to be 
otherv/iie. In the inferior employments, the
.fweets of labour con lift altogether in the re corn- 
pence of labour, They who are fooneft in a 

condition to enjoy the fwee.ts of it, are likely 
■ foonefl. to conceive a reliih for it, and to acquire 
the early habit of induftry. A  young man na­

turally conceives an averfion to labour, when 
fo ra  long time he receives no benefit from it.
The boys who are put out apprentices from 

public charities are generally bound for more than 
the ufual number of years, and they generally 

turnout very idle and worthlefs.

A pprenticeships were altogether unknown to 

the ancients. T h e  reciprocal duties o f mafter 

and .apprentice make a con fide r able article in 

5 every
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-iM ti every jppodern -code. The- Roman law is per- 

u—v-w fe^ tly iilent with regard to therm. I know no 

Greek or Latin word (I might venture, 1 be­
lieve, to aftert that there is none) which ex> 

prdtes the idea we.now annex to the word A p ­
prentice, a fervant bound to work at a panic ular 
trade for the benefit o f a mailer, during a term 

o f  years, upon condition that the matter ihall 
teach him that trade..

L ong apprenticed-sips are- altogether urine- 

ceffary. T h e  arts, winch are- much fuperior to 
common trades, inch as thole of making- docks - 

and watches, contain no fuch myitery as to re­

quire a long courle o f inftru&ion. T he firft 

invention of fuch beautiful hnachines,. indeed, 

and even that of fome of the infti utiaenrs em ­

ployed in making them, nnatft, no doubt, have 

been the work o f deep thought • and. long time, 
and may jufliy he confitfcred as among the hap- 
pieft efforts o f human ingenuity. But when 
both have been fairly invented and are well un­
der flood, t o . .explain- to any young man, in the 
complete!! manner, how to apply the indr'ii- 

meats..and how to conftrudt the machines, can­
not well require more than the J'cfFons o f a few 

weeks; perhaps thofe of a lew days - might be 
fufficient. In the common mechanic trade®, 

thofe of a few days might certainly be Sufficient.
T h e  dexterity o f hand, indeed, even in common 
trades, cannot be acquired without much nrac- 

tice and experience. But a young man would 
praftife with much more diligence and attention, 
i f  from the beginning he wrought as a journey­

man,
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' X2:' .T>rtjaiiv being paid in proportion to the little work c T,XA 
which he could'execute, and paying, in h'is turn V r-yW . 
for the materials which he might femetimes fpojl 
through awkwardnefs. and inexperience. H is

education would generally in this way be. more 

eft'e&ual, arid always Id l tedious and expenfive..
The matter,, indeed, would be a lofty?. H e
would lofe all the wages o f the apprentice, which 

h e . now faves, for feven years together. In the 
end, perhaps, the apprentice hirnfelf would be a 

ioler. In a trade lb ealily learnt he would have 

more competitors, and his wages, when he came 
to be a complete workman, • would be much Ids 
than at p,relent, T h e fame in ere a fe o f competi­

tion would reduce the profits of the matters, as 
well as the wages o f workmen. T h e trades, 

the crafts, the mytteries, Would; all be Idlers.
But the public, would be a gainer, the work, of 

all artificers coming in this way much cheaper 
to market.

It is to prevent: this reduitt'io.n o f price, and 
confequencly of wages and profit, by retraining 
that free competition which would moll certainly 
occafion it, that all corporations, and' the greater 

part of corporation laws, have been eftahiifhed.
In order to ereft a corporation, no other autho­
rity in ancient times was requilke in many parts 

of Europe, but that o f  the town corporate in 

which it was eftablilhed. In England, indeed, 

a charter from the king was likewife neceffary.
But this prerogative o f the crown fee ms to have 

been referved rather for extorting money from 
the iubje-ft, than for the defence of the common 

3 liberty
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in N o  k liberty r^ainffc fuch opprefiive mofhpolies. Upon5 

paying'a fine to the king, die charter feerm ge­
nerally to have been readily granted j -and 1 whenr 
any particular clafs. of artificer* or traders1 

thought proper to aft as a corporation without 
»' charter/ fuch adulterine guilds, as they were 
called, were not always disfranchised upon that 
account, but obliged to fine annually to the king 
for per million to exerctle their ufurped privi­
leges *. T he immediate mfp.eftibn of all cor- 
potations, and of the bye-laws which they might 
think proper to enaft for their own government/ 
belonged to the town corporate in which they 
were eftablUfoed ; and whatever difeipline was ex- 
ercifed over them, proceeded commonly, not 
from the kipgji but .from that greater incorpo­

ration of which thofe fubordinate ones were only 
parts or members,.

Tru; government of towns corporate was al­
together in the hands of traders and artificers;. and 

it was the manifeft intereft of every particular 
clafs of them, to prevent the market from being 
over-f l o c k e d ,  as they commonly exprefs k , with 

their own particular fpecies of induilry; which 
is in reality to keep it always under-flocked.
Each clals was eager to eftablifh regulations 
proper for this purpole, and provided it was al­

lowed to do lb, was willing to content that every 
other clafs fhould do the fame. In coniequence 
o f fuch regulations, indeed, each clafs was 
obliged to buy the goods they had occafion for

• See Madox Fima Burg?,, p. 26, No.

from
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x<r jffor*? every other, within the town, famewhat,:; H Ji p- 

ckarer than they otherwife might have, done;'-— w*-** 
But in recompencej they were enabled to fell 
their own juft as much dearer.» lb that lb far h: 
was as broad as long, as they fay y and in the 

dealings o f the different dalles within the town 
frith one another, none of them were lolefs by 

thefe regulations* But in their dealings with the 
country they were all great gainers; ;iqd in thefe 
latter dealings con fills the w hole trade which fup- 

ports and enriches every town.

E very town draws its whole fubfiftence, and 

all the materials of its induftry> from the country.
It pays for. thefe chiefly in two ways; fit-fly by 
lending back to the country a part o f  thofe ma­

terials wrought up and manufactured; in which 
cafe their price is augmented by the wages of 
the workmen, and the profits of their mailers or 
immediate employers j fecondly* by fending to 

it a part both of the rude and rmnufadWed pro­
duce, either o f , other countries, or o f diftant 
parts of the fame country, imported .into the 
town $ in which cafe too die original p r ic e 'o f  
thole goods is augmented by the wages of the 
carriers or fail or s, and by the profits o f the mer­

chants who employ them. In what is gained 

upon the firft of thofe two branches of com­
merce, con lifts the advantage which the town 

makes by its manufactures j  m what is gained 
upon the. fecond, the advantage of its inland and 
foreign trade. T he wages o f the workmen, and 
dad profits of their different employers, make up 

the whole o f what is gained upon both* Whac- 
V ol, I. O ever
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s f  '*'* ever regulations, therefore, tend to incrfeafe thofe' 

wage.1 *hd profits beyond what they otherwife 
would be, tend to enable the town to purchafcv

S
with a fimaller quantity of its labour, the produce 
of a greater quantity of five labour of the country. 
They give the traders and artificers in the town 
air advantage'over the landlord's, fawners, and 
labourers in the country, and break- down that 
natural equality.' which would otherwife take place 
in the commerce which is carried oh' between 
them. The whole annual produce of the la­

bour of. the foci el y is annually divided between 
thole two different lets of people. By means' of 

thole regulations a-greater {hare of it is given to 
the inhabitants' of the town than would other- 

wife fall to them'; fed  ailefs to' thole o f the

country. . ' ■ .
T he price which the town really pays for the 

provifions and materials annually imported into 
it, is the quantity of maitbfa&ures and other 
goods annually exported from it, The dearer 

the latter are fold, the cheaper the former are 
bought. The indu'ftry of the town becomes 
more, and that of the country 'fefc atfvanta* 

& . geous,.
T hat the indudry which is carried on Irr 

town is, every-where ih Europe,- more advan­
tageous than that which is carried on' in the 
country, without entering into any very nice 
computations,, we may. fatisfy ourfelves by one 
very fimple and obvious obiervation. in every 
country of Europe we find., at kail, a hundred 
people who have acquired great fortunes from

(mail
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induftry which properly belongs to towns, for w -v *~j  
one who has done fo by chat which properly be­
longs. to the country; - theTailing d  rude pro­

duce by the improvement and •cnkivatiori of ! <nd.
Industry, therefore, mhft be better rewarded; the 
wages o. labour and. the profits of flout ttuifl 

evidently be 'greater in the one Ikoation than in 
the other* But: flock and labour flam rally feek 

the m o fi'advantageous'; employment:. They M~ 
tnrally, therefore, refort as much • as they cm  
to the town, and defer! the country.

T he inhabitants o f a town 'being collected 
into one place, can eafily combine together.

The mod infigni (leant trades carried-bn in to v; ns 
have accordingly, in fame place or other, been 
incorporated > and even where they have never 
been incorporated, yet the corporation I pi r it, the 
jealoufy of fir angers, the awerbon to take appren­

tices, or to communicate the fecret of their trade, 
generally prevail in them, and often teach them, 

by voluntary asToeiarion-; and agreements, • to 
prevent ■ that free competition which they cannot 
prohibit, by bye-laws. The trades which employ 
but a frnall number of hands, run molt eaffy 

into inch combinations. '.Half a dozen wool-' 

combers, perhaps, are neceff’ary to keep a thou land 
pinners and weavers at work. By combining 
not to take-apprentices, they can not only engrofs 
the employment, but reduce the whole ' manu­
facture into a fort of-(lavery to themfelv.es,. and 

rarfe the price o f their labour much above what 
js due to the nature o f their work,

O a T he

\ ! (  J  )* / 'TH E WEALTH OF RATIONS,



J t l l m .  ■ r \

W l j 1’ - VfiT
THfe N dTU f.B AND CAUSES' OF .J

b o o  k. T he inhabitants o f the country, difjperfed fit 

k*~y~+J! diftant places, cannot eafily combine together.. 

They have hot only never been incorporated* 
but the corporation fpirlr. never has prevailed 
among them. No-apprenticeihip/has ever been 
thought o eed lk y  to qualify for hufbandry, the 
great trade of the country. After What are called 
the fine arts* and the liberal profeffionSj; how­
ever, there is perhaps no trade which requires fo 
great a variety o f knowledge and experience.
The innumerable volumes-' which have, been writ­
ten upon It in all -.languages, may fatisfy us,, that; 
amongil tits wtfcft and moft learned nations, it 
has never been regarded as a matter very eafdy 

underftood. And from all thole volumes we 

(hail in vain attempt, to colled that knowledge 

of its various and complicated: operations, which, 
is commonly poffdTed even by the common fair- 

-mer 3 how contanptuoufly foe.ver the very con­

temptible authors of 1'ome of- them may fame - 
times affect to fpeak of him. There is fcarce 
any common mechanic trade, on the contrary, 

of which all the operations may not be as com­
pletely and tliftirtdly explained in a pamphlet o f 
a very few pages, as it is- poilible for words il- 
iuftrated by figures ro -explain them. In the 

Kiftory o f the arts, now publifhbg by the French 
academy of fcrences, lev era! o f them are ac­

tually explained in this manner. The direc­
tion o f operations, betides, which, mult be va­
ried with every change o f die weather, as well 
as with many other accidents, requires much 

more judgment and diferetion, than that of
thofe



"-^ o fe  which are always the fame, -or very nearly L

the fame. V r v ‘T,rj-t
N o t  only the art of the farmer, the general 

direction o f the operations of bufbamdry, but 
many inferior branches of country labour, require 

much more (kill and experience than the. greater 

part of mechanic trades. The man who works 

upon brafs and iron, works with inftruments and 
upon materials of which the temper is always the 
fame, or very nearly the fame. But the man who 

ploughs the ground with ,a team o f horfes or oxen, 
works with inftruments of which the health, 
ftrength, and temper, are very different upon d if­

ferent occafions. T h e  condition o f the materials 
which he works upon too is as variable as that of 

the inftruments which he works with, and both 
require to be managed with much judgment and 

diferetion. The common ploughman, though 
generally regarded as the pattern of ftupidity 

and ignorance, is feldom defective in this judg­

ment and diferetion. H e is Ids aceuftomed, 

indeed, to foetal intercourfe than the mechanic 
who lives in a town. His voice and language 
are more uncouth, and more difficult to be un- 

derftood by thole who are not ufed to them. His 

underftanding, however, being aceuftomed to 
conftder a greater variety of objeSs, is generally 
much fuperior to that of the other, whole whole 

attention from morning till night is commonly 
occupied in performing one or two very iimple 
operations. B ow  much the lower ranks o f people 
iii the country are really fuperior to thofe o f the 

town, is well known to every man whom either
O 3 bufmefs

■'N f t  Af t  ■ ^  ",
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£ °  °  K bufinefs or curiosity has led; to eonverfe ranch 

with, both. In China and Indofhn accordingly 
both the rank and the wages of country labourers 
are: fairi to be fuperior to thofi; of the greater 
part of artificers and mariufa$urcts. They would 
probably . be lb every-where, if corporation laws 

and the corporation, fpirit did not prevent it. '

T he luperionty which the mduftry o f  the towns 
has every-when; ■ in Europe over that; of the 

,country, is not altogether owinu; ta corporations 

and corporation laws. -It is fupported by many 
Other regulations. I'he high duties upon foreign 
manu/a&ures and upon all goods imported by 

alien merchants, ail tend to the fame pn-pofe. 
Corporation laws enable the inhabitants of towns 

to raif'e their prices, without fearing to be under- 
fold by the competition of their own country- 

Thole -other regulations lecuie them 

equally agaieft that o f foreigners. The en­
hancement of price occafiq led by both is every­

where finally paid by the landlords, farmers,- and 
labourers, of the Country, who have feklom op- 
pofed the eftablifhmcnc of fuch monopolies, They 
have commonly neither, inclination nor fitneis. to 

eater into combinationsj and the clamour and 

ibphiftry o f merchants and manufacture;-, eafdy 

perfuade them that the private interest of a part, 

and of a fubordinate part of the fociety, is the 

general inter eft of the whole.
IW Great-Britain the fuperiority o f the induflry 

o f the towns over* that o f the-country, feems. to 

have been greater formerly than in the pr.e.fettt 
times. T h e  wages, of country labour approach 

j nearer
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v  ̂ -fitieart- r to thp(e o f m^wfa^uring labour, And the * iK 
iprqfits o f flock employed in agriculture to dipfe 

of trading and manufacturing flock, than they 
are laid to have clone in the hft century, or in 

the .beginning of the prefent. This change -may 
be regarded as the necegary, though very late 
confluence of the extraordinary encouragement 
given to the induftiy of the towns. T he flock 

accumulated in them, comes in time to be fo 
great, that it can no longer be employed with 
the ancient profit .in that Ipeeies of induflry 
.which is peculiar to them. That induflry has 

fls limits like every other» and the increafe of 
flock, by increafing the competition, necdlh- 

rily reduces the profit. The lowering of profit 
in the town forces .$ut flock to the country, 
where, by creating a new demand fo r, country 

la b o u r it  neceifluily raifes its wages. -It then 
fprea Is itfelf) if I may fay' ..fo, over the face o f 
the land, and by being employed in - agriculture 

is in part reftored to the country, at the expence 

of which, in a great, rneafore, k  had. orig inally 
been accumulated in the town. That every­

where in Europe the greateft improvements of 

the country have been owing to fetch overflow­

ings o f the flock originally accumulated in the 
towns, 1 (hall endeavour to fhew hereafter; and 

at the fame time to demonftrate, that though 
Tome countries have by this caushe attained, to a 
conllderabie .degree o f opulence,, it: is in itfelf 
neceflkrily flow, 'uncertain, liable to Ire dilturhed 
and interrupted by innumerable accidents, and 
in every refpedt contrary to the order of nature

O 4 arid
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o k an<j 0f  reaforn The interefts, prejudices, laws 
c —y w  and euftoms which have given occafion to if, I 

ft  ail endeavour to explain as fully and diffinftly 
as I can in the third and fourth hooks of this 
inquiry.

P eople o f the fame trade feldom meet toge­
ther, even for merriment and diverfion, but the 

conversation, ends' in a confpiracy againft the 
public, or in fume contrivance to raife prices.
It is impoffible indeed, to prevent fuch meetings, 

by any law which either could be executed, or 
would be confident with liberty and juftke. But 
though the law cannot hinder people of the fame 
trade from fometidtes afltmbling together, it 
ought to do nothing to facilitate ftch affemblies j 
much lefs to render them neceHary,

A  r e g u l a t i o n  which obliges all thole o f the 
fame trade in a particular town to enter their 
names and places of abode in a public regifier, 
facilitates fuch affemblies. It connects individuals 

who might never othetwife be known to one ano­
ther, and gives every man of the trade a difedtioa 

where to find every other man of if.
A  r e g u l a t i o n  which enables thtffe of the fame 

trade to tax themfelves in order to provide for 
their poor, their ffck, their widows and orphans, 
by giving them a common imereft to manage, 
renders fuch affemblies neceflary.

A n incorporation not only renders them oe- 
pefjary, but makes the aft of the majority bind­
ing upon the whole. In a free trade an effectual 
combination cannot be eftabliftecl but by the 
unanimous confent of every lingle trader, and it

cannot



cannot lad longer than every fingle trader conti- c  p- 
nues of the fame mind. The majority of a cor- w n r» >  
potation can enad it bye-law with proper pe­
nalties, which will limit the competition more 
effeftttfrtly and more durably than any voluntary 

combination whatever.
T he  pretence that corporations are neceflary 

for the better government o f the trade, is with­
out any foundation. The real and effe&ual dil- 
cipSine which is exercifed over a workman, is 
not that of his corporation,, but that of his 
cuffomers. It is the fear of Ming their em­
ployment which retrains his frauds and corrects 
his negligence. An exclusive corporation »e- 
ceflarily weakens the force o f this difeipline. A  

particular fee o f workmen mu.il. then be em­
ployed, let them behave well or ili. It is upon 
this account, that in many large incorporated 
towns no tolerable workmen are to be found, 
even in lome of the taoft netdiary trades. If 
you would have your work tolerably executed, 
it rnuft be clone in the fuburbs, where the 
workmen, having no ex chi five privilege, have 

nothing but their character to depend upon, and 
you rnuft then fmuggle it into the town as well 

as you can.
It  is in this manner that the policy o f Europe, 

by reftxaining the competition in Ibrne employ­
ments to a (mailer number than would other wife 
be difpofed to enter into them, oecafions a very 
important inequality in the whole of the advan­

tages and diladvaruage;; of the different employ­

ments of labour and (lock,
Secondly-,

THE' WEALTH OF NATIONS, w i .. i
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k  S econdly, The jaoJjcy of Europe, by inatafmg 
i - v -  the competition in foune employments beyond what 

it naturally would b,e> occasions another inequality 
o f an. oppofne kind in the whole of the advantages 
and dii.',dvantagepof the duferent employments of 
labour and flock.

I t has been considered as o f fa much import­
ance that a proper number of young people 
fhoukl. be educated ••for certaip- piofefljops, that, 
lonpetimes the public, and fomemoes chr piety 

j' Of private loundcs have established: many pen-
lions, Scholarships, exhibitions, burfaries, &c. 
for this purpofe, which .draw many more people 
into thole trades, than could orherwifo pretend 
to follow them. In. all chihliafi countries, .1 be­
lieve, the education of thfe greater part of church­
men is paid for in this manner,, Very few of 
them are educated altogether at their own fix- 
pence, The long, tedious, add expensive educa­
tion, therefore, of thole who are, will not always 
procure them a Suitable reward, the church being 
crowded with people who, in order to get em­
ployment, are willing to accept of a much Smaller 
rccompence than what fuch an education would 

other wife have entitled them to j and in this 
manner the competition of the poor takes away 
the reward of the rich., It would be indecent.
Sio doubt, to compare either a curate or a chaplain 

with, a journeyman in any common trade. The 
pay of a curate or chaplain, however, til ay very 
properly be considered as of the lame nature 
with the wages of a journeyman. They are, all 
three, paid for their work according- to the con-

trader
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Craft which they may happen to make ..with their c H A P» 
refpeftive fuperiors. rill after the middle of —  
the fourteenth century, . five merits, containing 
about as much- • fiiver as ten pounds of' our pre- 
fent money, was in England the ulual pay of a 
curate or a ftipendiary parifh prieit, as we find it 
regulated by the decrees of ieveiai different na­
tional councils. At the fame period four pence 
a day, containing the fame quantity of fjl vcr as 
a Ihillmg of our prefect .money, was declared to 

be. the nay of a mailer mafon, and three pence 
a day, equal to nine pence of our prefent money, 
that of a journeyman mafon *. The wages of both’ 
thele labourers, therefore, iupppung them to 
have been conftantlv employed, were much fu- 
pei ior to. thole of the curate. The wages .of the 
maker mafon, fuppofing him to have been with­
out employment one third of the year, would 
have fully equalled them. By the tech of Queen 
Anne, c, 12, it is declared, « That whereas for 

“  want of fuflicient maintenance and encourage- 
“  ment to carafes, the cures have in feverai 
“  places been meanly lupplied, the bifhop is,
“  therefore, empowered to appoint by writing 
*■  under his hand and feal a futucienc certain 
<c h‘pend or allowance, not exceeding fifty and 
“  not Ids than twenty pounds a year.”  Forty 
pounds a year is reckoned at prefenc very 
good pay for a curate, and notwithftanding 
this aft of parliament, there are many cura­

cies under twenty pounds a year,, There are

* See the Statute of Pabocrers, zj Ed. III.
journeymen
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E o o k  their .numbers are every-where fa. great, as cotti- 

w-v»«winonlv to reduce thr price of their labour to a 
very paltry recompencc,

B evokb the invention of the art of printing* 
the only employment by which, a man of letters 
could make any thing by his talents, was that o f 
a public or.private teacher, or by communicating 

to other people the curious and ufcful know­
ledge which lie had acquired bim fdf: and this 
is ftih furely a more honourable* .a more ufeful,

) and in general even a more profitable employ­
ment" than that other of writing for a boqkleller* 
to which the. art of printing has given occalion. 
The time and ftudy, the genius, knowledge, and 
application requifite to qualify an eminent 

teacher of the fdencesj are at leaft equal to what, 
is neceflary for the greateft praftirioners in law 
and phyfic, But the focal reward of the emi­
nent teachers bears no proportion to that of the 
lawyer or phyfician; beoaufe the trade of the 
one is crowded with indigent people who have 
been brought up to it at the public expence 5 
whereas thofe of the other two are incumbered 
with very few who have not been educated at 
their own. The ufual recompence, however, of 
public and private teachers, f bn all as it may 
appear, would undoubtedly be lefs than it is, if 
the competition of thofe yet more indigent men 

Of letters who write' for bread was not, taken out 
of the market, Before the invention of the art 
or printing,- a fcholar and a beggar fee Or to have 
been terms very nearly fyrfouymous. The dif­
ferent governors of the uhiverfities before that

time
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fjm;; appear to have often granted licences to their <* & a  p* 
ichoiars to beg. '

I n, 'titi&Mt thne«, .before any charities of this 
fcitrcl had been tltabllfhcd for the education of 
Indigent people to the learned profefiions, the 

; rewards of eminent to.chdfe appfcar to have been 
mueii naore coniklerable. liberates, in what is 
Called his difeowrfe ag'ainff the fophifts, re. 
proacii.es the 'teachers of his Own times with in- 
confiftency. <* They make the mod magnift- 
cfcrtt profnfifck to their febobws,”  fays he* <c and us- 
dertalce to teach them to be wife, to be happy, 
and to bo juft, and ,n return for fo important a 
fstvict, they dipuhtC the; paltry reward o f four 
or five mins*. They who teach wifdom,*’ con­
tinues he, « ought certainly to be wife themfelves> 
bar if any mart were to fell fuch a bargain-for 
iuch a price, lie would be convichrd- of the mod; 
fvider.t foliyd’ He certainly does not mean- 

here ro exaggerate the reward, and -we rna.v fee 

afl’ured that it was no® Ids than he represents ip.
Tour mince Were equal to thirteen pounds fix 
fhillings and eight-pence: five mince to fifteen 

pounds thirteen {hillings'and- four-pence. Some­
thing not Jefs than the largeft o f thofe two firms, 
therefore, rmif at that time have been ufifely 

paid to the mod eminent teachers at Athens.
I foe rates himfeif demanded ten mind*, or thirty- 
threei • pounds fix (hillings and eight-pence, from 
each fcbolar. When he taught .at Athens, he is. 
kid to have had an hundredfchdlars, funder- 
fiarrd this to be the number whom he tau fit at 
one time, or who attended what we would call

one
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R o o KQ0e cotirfe o f lectures, a number which will not 
v —  appear, extraordinary from fo great a cir.v to lb 

famous a teacher, who taught too what was an 

that, time the moft fafniotjable of all faiences, 
rhetoric. H e mu ft have made therefore, by 
each courfe of lectures, a thoufand minae, or 
5,333 /. 6 s. 8 d. A  thoufand minre, accord­
ingly, is laid by Plutarch in another place, to 
have been his Didaftron, or ufual price of teach­
ing. Many other eminent teachers in thole 

times appear to have acquired great fortunes, 
Gorgias made a prdent to the temple of Delphi 

o f his own ftacue in folk! gold. W e mull not, I 
prefame, fuppofe that it was as large as the life. 
His way of living, as well as that o f Hipnias 

and Protagoras, two other eminent teachers o f 
thole times, is reprefenced by Plato as fplendid 
even to oftentation. Plato himfclf is laid to 
have lived with a good deal of magnificence.

• Ariftotle, after having been tutor to Alexander, 
and moft munificently rewarded, as It Is univef- 
fally agreed, both by him and his father Philip, 
thought it worth while, no.twithftanding, to re­
turn to Athens, in order to refume the teaching 
of his fchool. Teachers o f the fciences were 
probably in thole times Ids common chan they 
came to be in an age or two afterwards, when 
the competition had probably fomewhat reduced 
both the price of their labour and die admiration 
for their perfons. The moll eminent of them, 
however, appear always to have enjoyed a degree 

of con fiber aci on much fy.perior to any of the like 
prohiTion in the prdent times. The Athenians

fent
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fen* Carneadfs the academic, and Diogenes t h t CttKAl>’ 
ftoic, upon a Solemn embaffy to Rom e; and v-yw-tf 
though their city had then declined from its 
former grandeur, it was Hill an independent and 
eonfiderable republic, Carnead.es too was a 
.Babylonian by birth, and as there never was a 
people more jealous of admitting foreigners to 
public offices than the Athenians, their confede­
ration for him mud have been very great.

T his inequality is upon the whole, perhaps, 
rather advantageous than hurtful to the public.
It may fomewhat degrade the profeffiorj of a 
public teacner j but the cheapnefs of literary 
education is Surety an. advantage which greatly 
over-balances this trifling inconveniency. The 
public too might derive Rill greater benefit 
from it, if the constitution of thofe fchools and 
colleges, in which education is carried on, was 
more reasonable than it is at prefer.: through the 
greater part of Europe.

T h ir d c y , T h e  policy o f  Europe, by obstruct­

ing the free circulation o f labour and flock both 

from employment to employment, and from 

place to place, occasions in fome cafes a very in­

convenient inequality in the whole o f  the advan­

tages and disadvantages o f  their different em ­
ployments.

' I  he ftatutc o f apprenticefhip obftrufb the 
free circulation of labour from one employment 
to another, even in the fame place. The ex- 
clulive privileges o f corporations obilrudl it from 
one place to another, even in the fame em­
ployment.

V o l . I. P  I t



0 ° {° K- I t  frequently, happens that while high wages 
wy-»-J are given to the workmen in one manttfa&ure, 

"thole in another are obliged to -content them- 

felves with bare fubfiffence* The one is in an 
advancing ftate, and has, therefore, a continual 
demand for new hands: the other is in a de­
dining ftate, and the fuper-abundance of hands 
is continually increasing, Thofe two manufac­
tures may fometiines be in - the fame town, and 
fometimes in the fame neighbourhood, without 
being able to lend the leaft affiftance to one 
another, T h e ftatme o f apprentice fid p may 
oppofe .it in the one cafe, and both that and an 
exclufive- corporation in the other. In many 
different manufactures, however, the operations 
are fo much alike, that tile workmen could eafily 

‘ ■ change trades with one another, if thofe abiurd 
laws did not hinder them* The arts off weaving 
plain JibCm. and plain 01k, for example, are a!« 
moil entirely the fame, T h a t ' of weaving plain 
woollen is fomewhat different; but the. differ­

ence is fc hiiignihcant, that either a linen or a 

iilk weaver might become a tolerable workman 
in a few days. If any o f thofe three capital 
manufadtures, therefore, were decaying, the 
workmen might find a resource j|. one .of the 
other two which was in a .more profperous con­
dition ; and their .wages would neither rife too 
high in the thriving, nor fink too low in the 
decaying rnfujofafture. T h e -linen manufh&ure 
indeed is, in England, by a particular ftatute, 
open to every body; but as it is not much cul­
tivated through, the greater part of the country,

it
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it can '.afford .no general refource to the'. wvrkm en v’ f^ A *’• 

o f  other decaying manufactures, who,-'wherever;c  

the ilatute o f apprenticefliip takes place, have no 

other choice but either to com e upon the patiih, 

or to work as common- labourers, for which, by 

their habits, they are much worfe qnalifi-ed than 

for any fort o f manufacture that bears any re-- •• 

fem bknee to their own. T h e y  generally, there­

fo re, chufe to com e upon the parish.

W h a te v e r  obftrudfs the free circulation o f  

labour from one employment to another, ob~ 

itrudb that o f ftb.ck lilcewife j t'hje quantity o f 

flo ck  which can be employed in any branch o f  

bufinefs depending- very much upon that of. the 

labour which can be employed in it. C orpora­

tion' laws, however, give Ids obhnudion to the 

free circulation o f  flock from one place to an- 

other, than to that o f labour. It is every where 

m uch eafier for a wealthy m erchant to obtain 

the privilege of-trading in'a town corporate, than 

for a poor artificer to obtain that o f w orking 

in it.

T n s  o’bflxr.ftian which .corporation laws give 

to the free circulation o f labour is com m on, I 

believe, to every part o f -Europe, T hat which 

is given to k  by the poor laws is, fo far as I 

know , peculiar to England. I t  confifts in the 

difficulty which a poor man finds in obtaining a 

fetdement, or even in being allowed to exerc.ife 

his iiiduftry in any pariih but that to which lie 

belongs. It is the labour of artificers and m a­

nufacturers only o f  which the free circulation is 

©bftru&ed by corporation laws. T h e  difficulty

P % of



b o o k 0f  obtaining fettlemenfs obftrufts even that o f 
»—- v -^  common labour. It may be worth while to give 

feme account of the rife, progrefe, and prefent 
ftate of this diforder, the greateft perhaps of any 
in the police of England.

W hen by the deftruction pf mOnafteries the 
poor had been deprived of the charity of thofe 
religious houfes, after feme other ineffectual at­
tempts for their relief, it was enaffced by the 43d 
of Elizabeth, c. 2. that every parifh Should be 
bound to provide for its own poor; and that 
over feet s of the poot fhould be annually ap­
pointed, who, with the churchwardens, fhould 
raife, by a parifh rate, competent ferns for this 

purpofe.
By this ftatute the neceffity of providing for 

their own poor was indifpenfably impofed upon 
every parifh, Who were to be confidered as the 
poor of each parifh, became, therefore, a quef- 

tion of fotne importance. This queftion, after 
fbrne variation, was at laft determined by the 
33th and 14th of Charles II. when it was en­
abled, that forty days undifturbed refidence 
fhould gain any per fain a fettlement in any pa- 
jifh •, but that within that time it fhouid be law­
ful for two jitftices of the peace, upon complaint 
made by the churchwardens or overfeers of the 
poor, to remove any new inhabitant to the pariih 
where he was laft legally fettled; unlefs he either 
rented a tenement of ten pounds a year, or could 
give i'iich lecurity for the discharge of the parifh 
where he was then living, as thole juftices fhould 

judge Efficient,

$(Wjlj (ct
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Some frauds, it is laid, were committed in P ^  A p* 

confequfnce of this ftatute j parifh officers tome- w v y  
times bribing their own poor to go ciandeftinely 
to another parifh, and by keeping themfelves 
concealed for forty days to gain a fettlemeoc 
there, to the. difcharge of that to which they 
properly belonged. It was enabled, therefore, 
by the ift of James II. that the forty days undif- 
turbed refidence of any person necefTarv to gain 
a fettlement, fhould. be accounted only from the 
time o f his delivering notice in writing, of the 
place of his abode and tire number of his family, 
to one o f the churchwardens or overfeers o f the 
pariih where he came to dwell.

B u t  parifh officers, it feems, were not. always 
more honed: with regard to their own, than they 

had been with regard to other parifhes, and 
fometiraes connived at fuch intrufions, receiving 

the notice, and taking no proper fteps in con- 
fequence of ic. As every perfbn in a pariflj, 

therefore, was fuppofed to have an intereft to 
prevent as much as poffible their being bur­
dened by fuch intruders, it was further enabled 
by the 3d of William III. that the forty days 
refidence fhould be accounted only from the pub­
lication o f fuch notice in writing on Sunday in the 
church, immediately after divine fervlce,

4< A fter all," fays Doctor Burn, “  this kind 
£t of fettlemenc, by continuing forty days after.
0 publication of notice in writing, is very fel- 
iC dom obtained; and the defign of the a£ts its 
“  not fo much for gaining of fettlenients, as for 

*■■■ avoiding of them by perlons coming into
P  3 st a parifh

'



j 0 K ee a cart ill claitdeftiady-; for the giving o f  oo- 

'— "*■ — '*« cice is only putting a force upon the parilh «> 

remove. But if a perfon’s fituatton is fucfr,.

<r that it is doubtful whether he is actually re- 

41 ir.Oivea.blc or not, he Hi all oy givin g o f  notice 

“  com pel the. parilh either to allow him a fettle- 

“  men c uncont,cited* by lb T irin g him to con- 

“  tinue forty duys-j or. by rem oving him, to try 

the righ t.”

T his .fetyte,.. therefore, rendered it almo-ft im ­

practicable for a poor maa to .gain a new ffettle- 

menc in the old way, by forty days inhabitancy.

But that it might net appear to preclude akoge*- 

| thee the common people of erne parilh • from, ever

eftablilhing themfelves with leenrity in another, 

it' appointed four other tvays by which a. fettle- 

ment m ight . be gained without any notice de­

livered or publiflhed. T h e  firft was, by being 

taxed to parilh rates and paying them j the fe- 
cond, by being elected into an annual parifh 

office, and ferving in it a year ; the third, by 

ferving an apprencicefhip in the parilh i  the 

fourth, by being hired into fervice there for a 
year, and continuing in the fame fervice during 

the whole o f it.

N obody can gain a fettlement by •either of the 
two fir ft ways, but by the public deed of the 
whole parilh, who are too well aware of the con- 
fequences to adopt any new-comer who has no­
thing but; his labour to fupport him, either by 
taxing him to parilh rates, or by ekcling him into 
a parilh office.

N o
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.Ho married man .can 'well gain any fet.dement r (1 A r*
in uthei of the two laft ways. An apiAnrrcH isv— ----«*

fcarce ever married j and it is exprelsjy < rr.'dd d, 

that no married fervant .{hall gain any little;oenc 
by being hired for a year. T h e principal effect 
of introducing fetdement by fervice, has been to 
put out in a great meafure the old fafhiun of 
hiring for a year, which before had been ib 
cuftomary in .England, that even at this d a y ,. if 
no particular term is agreed upon, the law in­
tends that every fervant is hired Tor a year. But; 
matters are not always willing to give their ferf 
vants a fetdement by hiring them in.this'• manner j 
and fervants are not always willing to be lb hired, 
beeaufe, as. every latt '.fetdement difehargos all the 
foregoing, they might thereby lole their origins! 
fetdement in the places of their nativity, the ha­
bitation of their parents and relations.

N o  independent workman, it is evident, whe­
ther labourer or artificer, is likely to gain any 

new fetdement either by apprenticeship or by 

fervice. When fuch a per Ion, therefore, carried 
his induftry to a new parifli, he was liable to be 

removed, how healthy and induftrious foever, at  
the caprice of any churchwarden or overfeer, 

unlefs he either rented a tenement of ten pounds 
a year, a thing impoffible for one who has no­

thing but his labour to live by j or could give 
fuch fecurky for the difeharge of the pari fit as 

two juftices of the peace Jhoulcl judge fuflBcient.
V. hat fecurky they (hall require, indeed, is left 

altogether to their diferetion j but they cannot 
well require lefs than thirty pounds,' it having

P 4 •been
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*»■ w K  been enacted, that the piirchafe even of a free- 
hold eftate of lefs than thirty pounds value, 
Ihall pot gain any perfon a fettlemenf, as- not. 
being fufficient for the discharge of the. parifti*

I
 But this is a fecurtty which fcarce any man who 

lives-by labbur can give, and much greater: fecit* 
rity is frequently demanded.

I n order to refcore in feme meafure that free 
circulation of labour which thofe different fta- 
totes had almoft entirely taken away, the invention 
of certificates was fallen upon. By the Bth and 
9th of William HI. it was enacted, that if any 
perfon fhould bring a certificate from the parifh 
where he was la ft legally fettled, fubferibed by 
the churchwardens and overfeers of the poor, 
and allowed by two juftices of the peace, that 
every other parifti fhould be obliged to receive 
him ; that he fhould not be removeable merely 
upon -account of his being likely to become 
chargeable, but only upon his becoming actually 
chargeable, and that then the parifti which 
granted the certificate fhould be obliged to pay 
the expense both of his maintenance and of his 
removal. And in order to give the moft perfedf 
fecurity to the parifti where fuel certificated mar: 
fhould come to refide, it was further enabled by 
the fame ftatute, that he fhould gain no. fettle- 
menc there by any means whatever, except either 
by renting a tenement of ten pounds a year, or 
by ferving upon his own account in an annual 
parifti office for one whole year; and conle- 
quently neither by notice, nor by fervice, nor by 
appremicefmp, nor by paying parifti rates. By

the



the rath of Queen- Anne too, ftat. i .  c.. 18. it c •'
was further ena&ed, that neither the fervants nor u.-v ^ J  
apprentices of inch certificated man ihouki gain 
any fettlemenr in the pari(h where he refided under 

inch certificate.
How far this invention has reftored - that free 

circulation' o f labour which the preceding ftatutes \
had almoft. entirely taken away, we may learn 
from the following very judicious obfervation of 
Doifior Burn. “  It is obvious,” fays he, « that 
f  there are divers good reafons for requiring 

«.« certificates with perfons coming to fettle in 

** any place; namely, that perfons refiding un- 
«: der them can gain no ifetdement, neither by 
«■< apprenticed ip, nor by ferv'icc, nor by giving 
“  notice, nor by paying parilh rates; that they 
« can fettle neither apprentices nor fervants;
« that if they become chargeable, it is cer- 

tainly known whither to remove them, and 
« the parilh fhall be paid for the removal, 
f< and* for their maintenance in the meantime;
« and that if they fall fink, arid cannot be re- 
*« moved, the parilh which gave the certificate 
“  muft maintain them; rone of all which can 
“  be without a certificate. Which reafons will 
** hold proportionably for parifnes not granting 
t£ certificates in ordinary cafes; for k is far 
« more than an equal chance, but that they will 
44 have the certificated perfons again, and in a 
C£ worfe condition.” The moral of this obferva­
tion fee ms- to be, that certificates ought always 
to be required by the parilh where any poor man 
comes to refide, and that they ought very fekiom 

\ . . n y 1 . 1■ u to

'THE WEALTH OF NATIONS. / ;  j R ”



%
THE .KATUIE 'A?!D . CAUSES: ■ OF H/JLJ

*  9 '» *  so he granted by that which he purpofes to leave.*
;lp. ŷ W  * *' There is Somewhat of hardship in this matter 

« o f certificates,” fays the lame very intelligent; 
author, in his ibfiory of the Poor Laws, f* by 
“  putting it in the power of a pariOi officer, to 
« impriibn a mart as it were for life j however 
*f inconvenient it may be for him to continue at 
« that place where he has bad the misfortune to 
« acquire what is called a Settlement, or what- 

. *c ever advantage he may propoie.to himfelf by 

*< living elfewhere.”
T hough a certificate carries along with it no 

teftimonial of good behaviour, and certifies no­
thing but that the perfon belongs to the parifh 
to which he really does, belong, it is altogether 
diferetionary in the p.nifh 'officers either to grant 
or to refufe it, A  mandamus was once moved for, 
fays Doctor Burn, to compel the churchwardens 
and overfeers to fign a certificate but the court 
of King’s Bench rejected the motion as a very 
ftrange attempt.

T he very unequal price .of labour which wc 
frequently find in England in places at no great 
defiance from one another, is probably owing to 
the obftruidion which the law of fettkments gives 

to a poor man who would carry Iris induftry from 
one parifh to another without a certificate. A 

Single man, indeed, who is healthy and induf- 

ti it us, may fometirnes refide by fufferance with­
out one; but a man with a wife and family who 
Should attempt to do lb, would in moft pari foes 
be lure o f being removed, and if  the Single mate 

Should afterwards marry, he would generally . be 

9 removed



removed likemfe. The fcarcity of hands in one r ^ A K 
parish, therefore,, cannot always he relieved by u-v-w J 
their fupef* abundance in another, as it is con- 
ftantly in':Scotland, and, I believe, in all other :
countries where there is no difficulty of fettle- 
menti In fuch countries, though wages may 
fometimes rile a little in the neighbourhood of a 
great town, or wherever elfe there is an extra­
ordinary demand for labour, and link gradually 
as the diffcance from fitch places irtcreafes, till 
they fall bac.k to the common rate ot the coun­
try ; yet we never meet with thole fudden and 
■ unaccountable differences in the wages of' neigh­

bouring places which we fometimes find in Eng­
land, where it is often more difficult for a poor 
man to pafs the artificial boundary o f a paiifb, 
than an arm of the fea or a ridge of high moun­
tains, natural boundaries which ■ fometimes Sepa­
rate' very dfflinftly different rates of wages in. other

jff ; countries. . - 1,1
T o  remove a man who has committed no mif- 

demearfour from the pari Hi where he chufes to 
refide, is an evident violation of natural liberty 
and juftice. The common people o f  .England, 
however, fo jealous of their liberty, but Tikemhe 
common people of rao.fi other countries never 
rightly understanding wherein it confifb, have 
now for more than a century together buffered 
the mfe Ives to be ex poled to this oppreffion with­
out a remedy. Though men of reflation too 
have fo me limes complained of the law o f Settle­
ments as a public grievance ; yet it has never 
been the object of any general popular clamour,

fuch ■■ '%:f%
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