ferent rates of profit, therefore, i

degrees of truft repofed in the traders,

Firrury, The wages of labour in different
employments vary according to the probabiliry o -
improbability of fuccefs in them. i

"Tue probability that any particular perfon fhall
ever be qualified for the emplopment to which
" he is educated, is very different in different occu-
pations. In the greater part of mechanic trades,
fucce(s is almoft certain; but very  pncertain in
the liberal profefMons. Put your fon apprentice
to a fhoemaker, there is little doubt of his learn-
ing to make a pair of fhoes: but fend him to
ftudy the law, it is arlealt twenty to one if ever
he makes fuch proficiency as will enable him to
live by the bufinefs. Ina perfectly fair lottery,
thofé who draw the prizes ought to gain all that
is loft by thofe who draw the blanks.  In a pro-
feflion where twenty fail for one that, {fucceeds,
that one ought to gain all that fhould have been
gained by the uvnfuccefsful twenty. The couns=
fellor at law who, perhaps, at near forty years
of age, begins to make fomething by his pros
fefion, ought to receive the recribution, not
only of his own fo tedious and expenfive edu-
cation, buat of that of more than twenty others
wheo are never likely to make any thing by
it. How extravagant foever the fees of coun-
fellors at law may fometimes appeat, their real
retribution is never equal to this. ~Compute
in any particular place -what is likely to be
annually gained, and what is likely to be an-

Vou, 1. : M ~ nually
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0 nually ipent, by all the different workmen | in any_
Newngmemd COMMMON  trade, fuch as that of fhoemakers or
. weavers, and you will find that the former fumy
will generally exceed the latter. But make the
fame computation with regard to all the coun-
fellors and {tudents of law, in all the different inng
of ‘vourt, and you will find that their annual gains
bear bur a very {mall proportion to their an-
nual espence, even though you rate the former
as high, and the latter as low, as can well be
done.. T'he lottery of the law, therefore, is very
far from being a perfeétly fair lottery ; and that,
as well as many other liberal and honourable pro-
feflions, is, in point of pecuniary gain, cvxdcntly
under- recompenled. .

Trose  profeflions keep their level, however;
with other occupations, and, notwithftanding thefe
difcovragements, all the moft generous and liberal
fpirits are eager to crowd into them. ' Two dif-
ferent  capfes  contribute to  recommend  them.
Firtt, the  defire of the reputation which attends
upon fuperior, excellence in any of ‘them; ‘and,
fecondly, ‘the natural confidence which every man
has more or lefs, ‘not only in his own abxhtms, but
in his own good fortune. L s

To excel in any profefﬁun, in’ wh:ch but few
arrive at mediocrity, is the moft decifive mark of
what is called genius or fuperior ralents, 'The
public, admiration which atcends upon fuch dif-
tinguifhed abilities, makes always a part of their
reward 5 a greater or fmaller in proportion as it
is higher or lower in degree. It makes a con-
fiderable part of that reward in the profeffion of

phyfic;
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phyﬁc,a ftill greater, "‘p‘e.rh:ipé,, in c}_!;'é'n "‘E;»f' lawy © i

in poetry and Philq_fpp_hy it m’akes_-allﬁoﬁ'-';_'_-'t_ﬁﬁ'.'ﬁ..ﬁ-ﬁf;.a

- whole, (1

Tuere ave fome very agreeable and beautiful
talents, of which the poffeflion commands u cepa.

tain {ort of admiration; but of which the exer<
cife: for the' fake of gain is confidered, whether

from reafon or prejudice, as a fort of public profs)

ttotion, ' The pecuniary  recompence, ' theres
fore, of thole who exercife them in this manner,
muft be fufficienr, not only to pay for the tune,
labour, and expence . of acquiring the ‘talents,
but for the ‘diferedit which attends the employ-
miene of them as the means of fubfiftence. The
exorbitant  rewards Gf players, opera-fingers,
opera-dancers, &¢. are founded upon  thofe two
principles ;- the raricy and beauty of the talengs,
and . the | difcredic 'of  employing them in this

~ manner. | It feems abfurd st Heft fight that we'
fhould defpife their perfons, and yet reward their

- talents with the moft profufe liberality. = While
we do the one, however, we muft of neceflity do

the other.  Should the public opinion or pre«.

Judice  ever ‘alter with' regard ‘to fuch occupas
tions, their pecuniary recompence would quickly

diminith, * More people would apply to them, -

and the competition would quickly reduce the
price of' their labour, Such talents, though far
from being common, are by no means o rare a3
1§ imagined.  Many people poffefs them in great

perfedtion,  who 'difdain to make this ufe of

them; and many more are capable of acquiring
M2 : them,
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thein, if any thmg t:ould bc madc honourabfy bﬁ'
Mthcm |
Tue wer-wcanng conccxc Whlch the greamr
part of men have of their own ablhnes, IS an
 ancient, evil remarked by the philofophers and
moralifls of all ages. . Their abfurd prefomption
in their own good fortune, has been: lefs taken
hetice of. ) It is, however, if pcﬁible, fhll mmc
univerfal, . There is no man living, who, when
in tolerable hea]:h and {pirits, has not fome fhare
of it.  The chance of gain is by ‘every man
more or lefs over-valued, and the chance of lofs
is by moft men under-valued, and by fearce any
man, who is in tolerable health and fpmrs, va-
lued miore than it ‘is worth.: -
Tuar the chance of gain is naturally over-
valued, we may learn frc:m the univerfal fuceefs
of lotteries. - The world ne:thcr ever. faw, nor
ever will fee, a pm&:&ly fair lottery ; or one in
which the whale gain compenfatcd the whole lofs ;
becaufe she undertaker could ‘make nothing by
it,  In the fae lotteries the tickets are really
not worth the price which is paid by the original
fublcribers, and yet commonly fell in the market
for twenty, thirty, and fometimes. forty per cent.
advance., The vain hope of gaining fome of the
great prizes is the fole caule of this demand,
The {obereft people fcarce look upon. it as a folly
:to pay a fmall fum for the chance of gaining ten
or twenty thoufand pounds ; though they know
that even that f{mall fum is perhaps twenty
or thirty per cent, more than the chance is
worth,  In a lottery in which no prize exceeded
twenty

BOOI\
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g enty pounds, though in~ other refpe&s it ap- © Nkl

than the common ftate lotteries; there wounld not
be the {ame demand for ickets.  In order to
have a betrer chance for fome of the great prizes,
fome people purcha{'c feveral ‘tickets, and others,
finall fhates in a ftill greater number.  There is
not, however, 1 more ‘certain propofition in ma-
thematics, than that the more tickets you ‘ad-
venture upon; the more likely you are to be a
lofer.  Adventure upon all the tickets in the
lottery, and you lofe for certain; and the greater
the 'number of your tickets, the nedrer you ap-
: pﬂaach to this certainty. s |
Twuar the chance of lofs is Frequemly under-
valued, and fecarce ever valued more than it is
worth, we may learn from the very moderate
profic of infurers.  In order to make infurance,
either from fire or fea-rifk, a trade at all, the
common premium muft be fufficient to compen-
fate the common loffes, to pay the expence of
management, and to  afford fuch a profic as
might have been drawn from an equal capital
employed in any common trade. | The perfon
who pays no more than this, evidently pays no
more than the real value of the rifk, or the loweft
‘price ‘at which he can reafonably expe@ o
infure it.  But though many people have made
a lile money by infurance, very few have made
a great fortune; and from this confideration
alone, it feems evident enough that the ordinary
balance  of profic and lofs is not more advanta-

geous in this, than in other common trades by
M 3 which

proached much nearer to a perfedtly fair cdeu—.,-...a
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O % which fo many pcapha make fortuges. Moderate,
SR However, ‘as the premium of infurance cornmonly

isy ‘many pcaple defpife the  rifk | too much to

‘care’ to pdy it Taking the whole: kingdom at

‘am average, nineteen houfes in twenty; or rathers

perhaps, - ninety-ning fin a 'h'un'd'r'ad,' are’ not in-

Aured from fire  Sea-rifk i more alarming to

ithe igreater pare of peopie, and the propoman

of fhips infired to. thofe not: infured is mupch
greater. . Many fail, however, at all feafons, and

even 'in 'time of . war, . without ‘any ' infurance.
This may fometines perhaps be done without any
smpradence. “When a great company, orieven a
great merchant, has twenty or thirty fhips at fea,
they ‘may, as fit. were, infure one another.  The
premium faved upon them 'all; may more than
compenfate ' fuch lofles as they are likely to meet
-with in the common courfe of chances, The
negleé of infurance upon fhipping, however, in
the f{ame manner as upon houfes, is, in moft
cafes, the effe@ of no fuch nice calculation, but
of mere thoughtlefs rafthnefs and preiumptuaus
conternpt of the rifk. - _

. Tus contemnpt of rifk and the prcf'umptuaus

hope of fuccefs, are in no period of life more

afive than at the age at which young pco.pie
chufe their profeffions. = How litele the fear of
misfortune is then capable of balancing the hope
of good luck, appears flill more evidently in the
readinefs of the common people to enlit as
foldiers, or to go to fea, than in the eagernefs of
thofe of better fathion to enter into’ what are
called the liberal profeffions. |

A ' WHAT
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VeraT a cammon foldier may loﬁ: 18 obwtms s

'enwgb. Without ' regarding the ‘dangery haw-s..(w

ever, young volunteers never enlift fo readily as

at the beginning of ‘a new war; and though they
have fcarce any chance of preferment, they figure
to themfelves, in their youthful fancies, a thou-
fand occafions of acquiring honour and diftinc-
tion which never occur. Thefe romantic hopes
make the whole price of their blood. = Their pay
45 lefs' than' that of ' common labourers, and in
actual fervice their fatigues are much greater,

Twe lottery of the fea is not altogether o dif-
advantageous as that of the army.  The fon of
& creditable labourer or artificer may frequently
2o to fea with his father’s confent; but if he
enlifts as a foldier, it is always without it.  Other
people fee fome chance of his making fomething
by the one trade: nobody but himfelf fees any of
his | makmg any ‘thing by the other. The great
admiral is lefs the objeét of public admiration
than the grear general; and the higheft fuccefs
in the fea fervice promifes a lefs brilliane for-
tune and reputation than equal fuccefs in the
dand.  The fame difference runs through all the
inferior degrees of preferment in both. By the
rules of precedency a captain in the navy ranks
‘with a colonel in the army @ but he does not rank
with him m the common eftimation.  As the
great prizes in the lottery are lefs, the finaller
ones muft be more numerous. Common fiilors,
therefore, more frequently get fome fortune and
preferment than common foldiers ; and the hope
of thofe prizes is what principally recommends

M 4 the
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f & the trade. [T hquéh their, fkill. and desterity, are
\ereyas t11Ch  fuperior to that of almoft ‘any - artificers,

and  though their whole life is one continual
feene of hardthip .and danger, yet for all this
dexterity and kill, for all thofe. hardﬂnps and
‘dangers, while they remain in the condition of
common i"adors, they receive fcarce any other
- recompence but the pleafure of exercifing the
one and of furmounting the ﬁther T heir wages
are not greater than thofe of common labourers
at the port which regulates the rare of feamen’s
- wages. As they are continually going from port

o port, the monthly pay of thofe who fail from

all the different pores of Great Britainy is more
nearly upon a level than that of any other
workmen in thofe different "places; and the rate
of the port to and from which the greatelt num-
ber fail, that is, the port of Londen, regulates
that of all the reft. At London the wages of
the greater part of the different claffes of work-
men are about double thofe of the fame clafies at
Edinburgh,  But the failors who fail from the
port of London feldom earn above three or four

thillings a month more than thofe who fail from

the port of Leith, and the difference  is fre-
- quently not fo great, In time of peace, and in
the merchant ierwce, the London price is from
a guinea to, about feven-and- ewenty fhillings the
calendar month. A common labourer in Lon-
don, at the rate of nine or ten fhillings a week,
may earti in the calendar month from forty to
five-and-forty fhillings. ~ The failor, indeed,
over and above his pay, is fupplied with provi-

fions,

A}



what uf the cﬂmmon labaurer; and though it
fometimes fhould, the excefs will not be clear
gain to the failor, becaufe he cannot fhare it with
his wife and family, whom he rm‘ft mamtam dut
of his' wages at howie.

Tue ‘dangers and hair- hreadth efcapcs of a
life ‘of adventures, inftead of difheartening young
people, feem fiequenty to recommend a trade
to them., A tender mother, among the inferior
ranks of people; is often afraid to fend her fon ro
fehool ‘at a fea-port town, lett the fight of the
thips and the converfation and adventutes of the
failors fhould entice.him to go to fea.  The dif-
tant profpect of hazards, from which we can hope
to extricate ourfelves by courage and addrefs, is
not ‘difagreeable to us, and does not raife the
wages of labour in any employment. It is others
wife with thofe in which courage and addrefs can
be of no avail, In trades which are known to be
very unwholeloine, the wages of labour are always
remarkably high.  Unwholefomenefs is a fpecies
of difagrecablencls, and its effects upon the wages
of labour are to be ranked under that general
head. _
~In all the different employments of ftock, the
ordinary rate of profit varies more or lefs with
the certainty or uncertainty of the retarns. Thefs
are in general lefs uncertain in the inland than in
the foreign trade, and in fome branches of fo-
reign trade than in others; in the trade to North
America, for example, than in that to Jamaica.

The
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8 ° oK Thc ordmary rate of proﬁt always rifes ‘more or
My lefs with the rifk, | It does not, howevery feem to
rife in propartmn toit, or fo 2s o compenfate it
completely. Banki d’gmes are moft frequent in

the moft h;i"zardous trades. The moft hazardous

of all trades, that of a fnmgulcr, thopgh when

the adventure fucceeds it js likewile the moft
profitable, is the infallible. road to bankrup};cy.
The prcfumptueﬁs hope of fuccels feems
here ‘as upon all other occafions, and to
fo.many advcnturcrs into thofe hazardous tradcs,
that theic competition reduces their profic below
what is fufficient to compenfate the rifk, To
compenfate it completc.y, the common_retums
ought, over and above the ordinary profits of
ftock, not only to make up for all occafional lofies,
but to afford a furplus profic to the adventurers
of the famne nature with the profit of infurers,
But if the common veturns were fufficient for all
this, bankruptmes would not be inore ﬁequcnt n
thefe than in other trades. ' -

0} the five circumftances, thercf'ore, Wthh
vary the wages of labour, two only aftedt the
profits of ’tock the agreeablenefs or difagrec=
ablenefs of the bufinefs, and the rifk or fecurity
with which it is attended,  In point of agree-
ablenefs or difagreeablenefs, there is little or no
differcnce in the far greater part of the different
employments of {’cock, but a great deal in thofe
of labour; and the ordinary profit of. ftock,
though it rifes with the rifkk, does not always .
feem to rife in proportion to it. It fhould fol-

Jow from all this, that, in the fame fociety or
neigh-
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‘meighbourhood; the average and ordinary rates CH A P

of profit in the different employments of ftock St

fhould be more nearly upon a level than the

pecuniary  wages of the dlﬂ’@j’tﬂ! forts of labour.
They are fo accordingly., ~The difference be~

tween the earnings of a common .i.abt_mref. and
thofe of a well employed lawyer or phyfician, is
evidently much greater’ than that ‘between  the
ordinary profits in any two different branches of
trade.  The apparent difference, befides, in the
profits of different trades, is generally a deception

~ arifing from our not always diftinguithing what

ought to be confidered as wages, from what ought

~ to be confidered as profit.

. AporsecaRips profit is become a bye-word,
denoting  fomething uncommonly extravagant.
This ‘great apparent profit, however, is fre~
quently no more than the reafonable wages of
Jabour, The fkill of an apothecary is a much
nicer and more delicate matter than that of any
artificer whatever; and the truft which is repofed
in him is of much greater importance. He 18
the phyfician of the poor in all cafes, and of the
vich when the diftrefs or danger is not very great.
His reward; therefore, ought to be fuitable to
his fkill and his troft, and it arifes gencrally
from the price at which he fells his drugs. But
the whole drugs which the beft employed apothe-
cary, in a large marker town, will fell in a
year, may not perhaps coft him above thirty or
forty pounds,  Though he fhould feil them,
therefore, for three or four hundred, or at a

thoufand per cent, profit, this may frequently be

7 no
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AR Lt? K no move than the: reafonable wages of his labour
sy charged, in the only way in 'which he can charge

them, vpan the price of his drugs. The greater

part of the g .{pipakélit_;;ﬁ&bmﬁt is real wages difguifed

in the garb of profit. L S R ey

In o fmall fea-poie town, a lictle grocer will
make forty or fifty ’ée: cent. upon a ftock of
a fingle hundred !pﬂup’tia',-'- ‘while a eonﬂcjerahle i
wholefale merchant in the fame place will fearce
‘make eight or ten per cent. vpon a fock of ten
thoufand.  The trade of the grocer ‘may be nes

ceffary for the conveniency of the inhabitants,

and the narrownefs of the rarket may not admit

the employment of a larger capital ia the. bufi-

nefs.  The man, however, muft not only live

, by his trade, but live by it {uitably to the quali-

i fieations which it requires. Befides poffefling a

little capital, he muft be able o read, write, and

b actount, and muflt be a tolerable judge too of,

| perhaps, fifty or fixty different forts of goods,

_ their prices, qualities, and the markets where

they are to be had cheapeft, Tle muft have all

" the knowledge, in fhore, that is neceflary for a

great merchant, which nothing hinders him from

becoming but the want of a fufficient capital.

Thirty or forty pounds a year cannot be con-

fidered as too great a recompence for the labour

of a perfon fo accomplifhed. Deduét this from

the feemingly great profits of his capital, and little

more ‘will remain, perhaps, than the ordinary

profits of ftock. The greater part of the ap-
parent profit is, in this cale 0o, real wages.

THE



lefs in the capital than in
try villages.  Where ten’ j-thoufand pounds can
be cmployed in' the procery trade, the wages of
~ the grocer’s labour muft be a very trifling addie

tion to the real profits of fo great a ftock, The

apparent profits of the wealthy retaller, there-

fore, are. there more neariy upon a Jevel with

thofe of the wholelile merchant. 1t is upon this
account that gocds fold by retail are generally
. 'as ‘cheap and frequently much cheaper in the
“capital than in faall towns and country villages.
‘Grocery goods, for'example, are generally much
cheaper; bread a’né\?:\ butcher’s 'meat frequently
as cheap. It cofts no more to bring grocery
goods to the great town than to the country
village; but it cofts a great deal more to bring
corn and cattle, as the greater part of them
muft be brought from a much greater diftance.
- The primg coft of grocery goads, therefore, bew
ing ithe fame in both places, they are cheapeft
where the lealt’ profit is charged upon them.
The prime coft of bread apd butcher’s meat is
greater in the great town than in the country
village ; and though the profic is lefs, therefore
they are not always cheaper there, buc often
equally cheap, ' In fuch articles as bread and
butchcrs .meat, the fame -caufe; which dimi-
nifhes apparent profit, increafes prime coft. “Fhe
extent of the market, by giving employment to
greater ﬂ'ocks, diminifhes apparent profit; but
by rcqmrmg fupplies from a greater diftance; it

increafes

e

3 'bcmﬂ;‘n the appmnt proﬁt of© HxA L
" the retail and that of the whole{'ale trade, s muchw-a
all ‘towns and coun-
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e 010 Kincreafes pnme ‘coft, This diminution of the
’ |\t 00 and increafe of the other feem, in moft cafes,
_'. newrly to counter-balance one, another; which is
| probably the reafon'that, though the prices of
corn and cattle are commionly very different in
o different parts of the kingdom, thofe of bread
i and butcher’s meat are generally . vcry uearly the'
' {amc through the greater-part of it. e
: " Tuovesn the profits of flock both in thc‘.
wholefale, and retail trade are generally lefs in
the capital than in {mall towns and country vil<
lages, yet great fortunes are :quently acquired
it from {mall beginnings in the “Juner, and fcarce
' ever in the lai.ter. it fmall ‘towns and country
villages, on account of the® narrownefs of the
market, trade cannot always be extended as
ftock extends. ' In fuch places, therefore, though
the rate of a particular perfon’s profits may be’
very high, the fum or amount of them can never
be very great, nor confequently that of his annual
accumnulation.  In great towns, on the contrary,
§ trade can be extended as ftock increafes, and the
-.*. credit of a frugal and thriving man increafes much
fafter ‘than his ftock. His trade is extended in '
| proportion to the amount of both, and the fum or
! amount of his profits is in proportion to the extent
of his trade, and his annual accumulation in pro-
portion to the amount of his profits. It feldom
- happens, however,, that great fortunes are made
even in great towns by any one regular, efta-
blithed, and well-known branch of bufinefs, but in
confequence of a long life of induftry, frugality,
and attention. Sudden fortunes, indeed, are fome-
times
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excrcufes no oné: rcgular, :
krown branch of bufinefs. --H.c is'a com merch_lant', :
this year, and a win¢ merchant the next, and a
fugar, ' tobacco, ‘or tea merchant! the \year ‘after.
He enters into every trade, when he forefees that

it is hkely to be more than commonly profitable,

~ and he quits it when he forefees that its profits

are likely to“return to the level of other trades,
His profits and nﬁ(‘ca, therefore, can bear no' re-

~ gular proportion vy thofe of any one eftablithed

and well-known briach of bufinefs. A bold ads
venturer may fomeimes acquire a confiderable
fortune by two or tince fuccefsful fpectlaticns 3
bue is jult as likely to lofe one by two ‘or three
upluccelsful ones. Thrs trade cen be carried an
no where but in great: towns. It s  only in
places of the moft extenflive commerce and cor=
refpondence that the intelligence requifite for ic
can be had. . W)

T'ne five circumitances above mentioned,
though they occafion conliderable inequalities in
,the wages of labour and profits of ftock, occafion
none in the whole of the advantages and difad-
vantages, real or imaginary; of the different emn-
ployments of  either. . The nature of thofe cir-
cumftances is fuch, that they make up for a finall
pecuniary gain in fome, and' counter. hahnce a
great one in others, : .

In order, however, that this. quai:rj may
take place in che whole of their advantages or
difadvantages, three things are reqmﬁrc even

where



W the :mfﬂo)&mmta mu& be well knam; and lang;-

eftablifhed in the neighbourhood; fecondly, they
muft be m their f.»rdmaqa1 or what ‘may be called
their natural ftate; and, J:hu‘dly, they mult be the
fole or principal cmployments of :hofe who oc-:'
Cupy. thcm._., i . . e

i ERaTy chin quahty cin )ﬁake plape only in'
: 'thafc employments which are well kpown, and
have been long eﬂ:abhfhcd m gh\. nf-lghnour» :
hood. | -
_ WH{;RE all other c1rcum’ :ances  are’ equal
wages arc generally - higher r new than in old
trades.  When a pro;c&ur jttempts. to - eftablifh
a new manufacture, he ‘it at Gieft entice his
workmen  from  other {:mploymcuts by - higher
wages than they can either earn in’ their own
trades, or than the ‘nature of his work would
otherwife ‘requirey and a confiderable time muft
pafs: away before he. can venture to redvee them
to the common level.  ManufaGures for which
the  demand arifes altogetber from fathion and
fancy, are continually changing, and feldom laft
long enough to be confidered as old eftablithed
manvfaftures. . Thofe, on the contrary, for
which the demand arifes chiefly from ufe or ne-
ceflity, are lefs liable to change, and the fame -
form or fabric may coatinue in demand for
whole centuries together, The wages of labour,
therefore, are likely to be higher in manufactures
of the former, than in thofe of the latter kind,
Birmipgham deals chiefly in manufaétures of the

former kind; Sheffield in thofe of the latter;
5 ‘ and

3l i



plar'es,
the nature’of their’ manufi&ures

THE ei’cabh{hmem ‘of! any new manut’a&hre,r

‘of any new branch of commcrcc, or of any new

praltice 'in agriculture, s always a fpeculation,

from which the prqe&or promifes himfelf extra-
ordmary proﬁts Thefe prnﬁrs l’omehmes are

pcrhap‘s, thcy ane quitc otherwife; but in gcneml
‘they bear no rfg-, "ar proportion 1o thofe of other
old trades in 'the nl‘\gghbomhood If the projed
fucceeds, they are  >mmonly at firft very high.
When the trade of ,:a&uc becomes thoroughly

eftablifhed and well kiown, the competition re-_

duces them to the level of other trades.

Seconoryy This equality in the whole of the
advantages and difadvantages of the different em-
ployments of labour and ftock, can ‘take place
only in  the ordinary, or ' what may be called the
natural ftate of thofe employments,

'Tur demand for almoft every different fpecies
of : labour s forvetimes greater and fometimes
lefs than ufual. In the one c¢afe the advantages
of the empleyment rife above, in the other they

fall below the common level.  The demand for

country labour is greater at hay-time and harveft,
than during the: greater part of the year; and
wages: rife, with the demand. In time of war,

when forty or fifty thoufand failors are forced

- from the merchant fervice into that of the king,
the demand for failors to merchant thips necef(-
fmly rifes with their fearcity, and their wages

Vor. I, ) N _ upon

-are' ﬁx ‘to be' Fdrtablt to’ :h:s dzfﬁ-:rencc m M
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F‘f’*o & upon fuch occafions cumtmaly 1ife, from a gﬁm@ﬂ
‘--;--»-Jand feven.and-twenty hillings, to forty, fhillings
} and three pounds a month. . Ina decaying) man
nufaﬁtmc, on the contrary, many workmen,' ra-
ther than quit their old trade, are contented with.
fimaller wages than would other\mfc be fmtahlc to
the nature of their cmploymcm Y
Tur profits of ftock ‘viary' with thc pnce of
._'the commochtles in which it is employed e
 the price of any commodity. rifes abuve the ordi-
nary or average rate; the proﬁ* Tof at'leaft fome
part of the ftock that is empipyed in bringing it
to market, rife above their, ‘roper Jevel, and as
it falls they fink below it /All commodities are
more or lels hable to vaiations of price, but
fome are much more 'fo than others. In all
commodiries which are produced by human in-
‘ dullry, the quantity of induftry -annually em-
ployed is neceffarily regulated by the annual de-
mand, in fuch a manner that thc:-'a-'vei-age annual
produce may, as nearly as pollible, be equal to
the average annual confumprion. - In/fome em-
ployments, it has already been obferved, the
fame quaptity of “induftry will always produce
the fime, or very nearly the fame guantity of
commodities. . In the linen or woollen manu-
factures, for example; the fame number of hands
will annually work up very nearly the fame
quantity, of linen and woollen cloth. = The varias
tions in the market price of fuch commodities
therefore, can arife only from fome accidensal
variation in the demand. = A public mourning
raifes the price of black cloth, But as the demand
: . for
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quantity of induftry, for example, will, in" dif-
ferent years, produce very different quantities of
corn; wing, hops, fugary tobacco, &c. | The price

Mebulch commmhuf.s, therefore, varies not only

with the v\armnms of demand, but wich the much
gﬁcm\r and  moreiequent, variations of quantity,

and. is: confequently, extremely. fuctuating,  Bue

the profit of fome of the dealers muft necefarily
fluGkuate with the price, of the commodities.  The
operations of the fpechlative merchant are. prm-
cipally employed about fuch commadities.  He

endeavours to buy them up when he forefees that

their price is likely to rife, and to fell them when

it is lileely to fall. ¢

Brarovy, This equahty inthe wholc of the ad-
vantages and . difadvantages of the different em-
ployments of labour and ftock, can take. place
only in'fuch as are the fole.or principal cmplny-

ments'of thofe who occupy them:

Waen a perfon derives his fubliftence from
one employment,  which does not occupy the
greater part of his time; in the intervals of his

leifure he is often willing to work at another for

lefs wages than would otherwife fuit the nature of
the cmplaymcm

“Ere fill fubﬁﬁs in many patts of ‘“cnﬂand

2 !ﬁ-.c of  people called Cowers or Cottagers,

though they were more frequent fome years. agp

N2 than

or. muﬁ: forts of eplzm inen and  waollen clath is ¢ ”x‘ P
pretey uniform, 10 is. likewife the price..
chere are other employments in which the fame

quantity:of linduftey will  not always produce
the 'fame | quantity. lof \commeodities. = The fame

'.__Bu:h-w
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i BB i thf:y are fow.  They are a:fort' of) out-
L W fervants ‘of the Iaudlords and . farmers, | The
LA wfual reward  which (they. receive | from  their
_mafters is a houfe, a fimall garden for. pot-herbs,
as much grafs as will feed a cow, and, perhaps,
amacre or two of bad arable land,  When their
mafter has occafion for their | labour, he gives
.thEm, btﬁdcs, two ped«:s . it Oatrheal i wcck

.....

-great part of the year he hae. lttr‘ ‘or no- uccaﬁon

for their labour, and  the cu)’ ‘vation of their own

ittle poflefiion is not iu{_ment to joccupy the

time which is  left at their | ywn difpofal, (When

fuch occupiers were. morg numerous than' they

are at prefent, they are frd to have been willing

to give their fpare time for a very fmall recom-

: pence to any body, and to have wroaght for lefs
i wages than other labourers. In ancicnt times
they. feem to have been common all over Eu-

rope. | In:countries il cultivated and worfe in-

habmcd, the greater part of landlords and farm-

ers could not otherwife provide themfelves with

the, excraordinary number of hands, which coun-

try labour requires at certain feafons. The daily

or weekly ‘recompence which fuch  labourers ‘oc-
cafionally received from their malters, was evi-

dently not the whole price of their labour.  Their

fmall tenement made a' confiderable part of it

“This daily or weekly recompence, however, feems

to have been confidered as the whole of it;.by many

writers who have colledted the prices of labour and
prowﬁms in ancient times; and: who have taken

pleafure in ruprcfcntlnrr both as wonderfully low.

' : : Tue
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cheaper to markee than would _cithe'rWifa be [Wits semmpnt
able to its nature.  Stockings in .ma'ny,-par'&:s;---q_t’;,..-

Scotland are knie much cheaper than they can

any-where be wrought upon the loom; They are

die work of fervants and ' labaurers; who derive
the principal pare of their fubfiftence from fome

... other employment, More than a thoufind pair

}ﬁ"’"ﬁhgﬂ;s\}gnﬁ'-;;(?c@c-kings" are annually imported into

Leith, of whiciinthe price is from five pence o
feven pence a pair. At Learwick, the fmall ca-
pital of the Shetlan | iflands, ten pence a day, I

]

have been‘affared, ¥! a common price ' of coms ]
2 4

mon labour. ' In tﬁ\ "fame iflands they knic
worfted ‘ftockings to thuivalue of a guinea a pair
and ﬂ:{'dwm?'c'is." SRS M SRR RS R
 Tue {pinbing of linen yarn is carried on in
Scotland nearly in the fame way 1s the knitting
of frockings, by fervants who are chiefly’ hired
for other purpofes.  They earn but a very {canty
fubfitence, ' who ‘endeavour to get their whole
livelihood by either of thofe trades.  In moft parts
of ‘Scotland 'fhe 'is a pood {pinner who can earn
twenty pence a week. ! :
- In opulent’ countries ithe market is generally
fo' extenfive, that any one'trade is fufficient to
employ the whole labour and fiock of thofe who
occupy it.’ © Inftances of people’s living by one
em.ﬁ]oﬁi‘n;ﬁt;--and_' at the fame rime deriving fome
lictle advantage from another, occur chiefly in
poor countries. . The following ‘inftance, how-
ever, of fomething of the fame Kind is 1o be
found in the'capital of a very rich“one. ' There

N 3 it

18

fuch fabour comes. frequently G AP
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:__ i > " ’ is no city in Eumpe, i beheve, in w*lnefi hbﬁﬂ.
u...-v--..arem is' dearer than in Lvﬁdm,'-arrd yetl know
1o eapital inwhich a furnithed apartment can be
hired fo cheap, L¢>dg1ﬁg is not’ Gnly much
cheaper 'in London than in Paras, it is much
cheaper than in Ediaburgh of the fame degree
. of goodne(s; and what may feem extraordinary,
the dearnefs of hovle-rent is the caufe of the .
cheapnefs of lodging.  The dearnefs of hawfes
rent in, London arifes, not only,from. thoie caoies
which render it dear in all-grear capitals,  the
' deamefs of labum, the de: nefs of all the ma-
terials | of ‘building, whu:} muft' generally - be
brought from a great difta: rte, and above 4l the
dedrnefs of ground-renty, every landlord ' a&tiog
the part of a monopolift, and frequently. exa&mg
a higher rent for a fingle acre of bad land in
a town, than can be had for a hundred of the
beft in the country; but it arifes in part from
the peaul:ar manners and. cuftoms of the people,
which oblige every malter of a family to bire a
whole houfe from top to bottom. A dwellmg-
koufe in Eng]and means. every thmg that is con-
tained under the fame roof In France, Scot-
land, and many other parts of Europe, it fre-
quently means 1o more than a fingle ftory. A
tradefman in London is obliged to hire a whole
houfe \in. that part of the town where his cuf-
tomers live.  His fhop is upon the ground:floor,
and, he and his family flecp in the garrét; and
he endeavours to pay a part of his houfe“rent by
letting the two middle flories to lodgers.  He
expects tu maintain bxs family by his trade, znd

not
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: :not bys Ius lodgers. threas, at Pans an__.,__._

Edinburgh,  the pcople who let lodgmgzs '
cornmonly no other means of fubfiften:
the prmc of the lodging mult’ pay, nor cm Yy :
rent of the houfe, but the whole cxpcncc fDi thc:"_
family. i1 ]

R A R 7l ¢
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UCH are thc mequahms in the wholu 01
the advantaacs and difadvdntages of the dif-
ferent cmployment: of labour and ftock, which
the defe® of any o the three requifites abave-

mentioned muft occalion, even where there is |

the molt perfect liberty. But the policy of Eu.
rope, by not leaving things at perfect libery,
occaﬁons other mequalmes_of much ' greater _1m- '
portance.

I7 does this chteﬂy in the three follnwmg
ways. . Firl, by refraining the competition in
fome employments to ‘a {maller number than
would otherwife be difpofed to enter into them ;
fecondly, by increafing it in others beyond what
it naturally would sbe; and thirdly, by obftrud.
ing the free citculation of Jabour and flock, . both
from employment to empluym,nt, and. from place:
to place. ,

FirsT, The- pahcy of Europe occaﬁons a very
:mpo:tant inequality in the whole of the advan-
tages and: difadvantages of the different employ.

ments of  labour .md ttock, by ::ﬁramma the
N 4 ' competition



"'-'_cqmpetzt:on in fqm@ employments to a fialler
»pumber than mxght othermﬁ: he dlfpofed to enter

i mmthem, it y

'IHE cxcluflsc prm!eges crf c:m-porau:n::‘ns1 are .
JEhe prmmpal means it makc, uﬁ’: of for thas
pmpofc-._ : e Al
" Tup exclufive privilege of an mcorporated

'_'_.:';;'_3'.tmde necefarily reftrains the competition, in the
e town whrrc it is tftabhfhcd 1o thafe who aress"

ra"'

free of the trade.  To have ferved ‘an ‘uj pren-
ticelip in the town, under 2 ‘nafter properly:
qualified, is comimanly the .n\.ccﬂ'a.ry requifite
" for obtaining this freedom. 7 he bye-laws of the
corporation regulate  fornetirdes the number of
_apprentices which any mafte) is:allowed to have;
and almoft always the number of years which
'~ each apprentice is obliged to ferve. = The inten-
tion of both regulations is to reftrain the compes
tition to a much f{maller number than might
otherwife be difpofed to enter into the trade.
. The limitation of the number of apprentices re-
ftrains it dire@ly. A long term of apprenticethip
reftrains it miore indireétlyy but as cﬁe&ua]ly, by
increaling the expence of education. i
In Shefield -no mafter: cutler can have more
than one apprentice ac a time,. by a bye:law of
‘the  corporation.. . In Norfolk .and Norwich no
malter weaver can have more than two appren-
tices, under pain of forfeiting five pounds a
month to the king. No. mal’ter_ hagter can have
‘more: than two apprentices any>where in. Engs
land, or in the Englilh plantations,  under pain
of forfeiting five pounds a month, half to the
- king,
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: Both thef'e gggulauons‘ thﬁug o
have been  confirmed by a public Jaw of 1

kingdom, \are  evidently di&ated b:,r the fame i

corporation fpirit which enadted the bye-law Bt
Sheflield,  “The flk ‘weavers in London had

{carce. been :ncorpomted a year when they len

afted a  bye-law, reftraining  any mafter . dromy ||\
"-having more than tiwo apprentices at a time, It

rcqumd 2 parmcular a& of parhamcnt to reiund :
this bye-law. ' i \ - i

¢ SEVEN years feein 'mc:ently to hwe been, aﬂ
over Europe, the; hﬁial term eftablithed for the
duration of dpprentu'seﬂﬂps in the’ gr cater part of
mcorporated trades. ', Al fuch  incorporations |
were anciently ‘called univers ities ;  which' indeed
is the proper Latin name for any incorporation '
whatevcr. The” univerfity of fm:ths, ‘the um-
vetfity of taylors;, &c. ‘are expreﬁmns which we
commonly ‘meet with in the old charters of an+

cient towns.  When thofé particular incorpora-

tions ' which “ar¢ now ‘pecaliarly called univer
fities: were firft = e¢Rablithed, ‘the term: of years
which itv'was necefiary to ftedv; in order: m ob-
tain the degree of malfter of .arts, ‘appears evi-
dently ‘to'have been copied from the term of
apprenticeflip in common  trades,  of which rhc
incorporations weie much more ancient,  As
have wrought feven years upder a mafter pro- |
perly quahﬁed was  neceffary in order to ‘entitle
any perlon to become 4 malter, and to have liim-
Jelf apprentices in a common trade; fo to. have
ftodied feven years under ‘a ‘mafter properly qua-
: lified,
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B '0 ® hﬁcd was: neoelﬁuy' to entitle him' o beaamc a

Wmaﬁcr, ‘teacher, ot docor (words anciently fyrio-

- mimous) in the liberal arts, and w0 have fcholars
‘or apprentices (words likewifie: or1gmally fyno-
mmou&) to ftudy wnder him. 10 0

- By the gth of Elizabeth, commonly called the
Statutc of Apprenticethip, it was enacted, that

g no perfon fhould for the future exercife’ any trade,
- craft, or myftery at that time exercifed in Engi-
~ land, unlefs, he had previoufly fcrvcd t6 it an
apprenticefhip of feven years 2¢ icaft; and what
_ before had been the byc law iof many particular
corporations,  became in  Figland the. general
and public law of all tladt:<' carued on in mar-
ket towns.  For though the words of the fatute
are, very general, and feem plainly to include the
whole kingdom, by interpretation its. operation
has. been Jimited to market towns, it having
been held that in country villages a perfon may
exercife feveral different tradcs, nhough he has

TR not ferved a feven years apprenticefhip to each,

/. they being neceflary for the conveniency of the

e ~ inhabitants, and the number of people frequently

i not being fufficient to fupply each wuh a pau-

e ticular fet of hands.

h By a friét interpretation of the w.ords- too the

e operation of this ftatuce has been limited to thofe

e trades which were ‘eftablifhed in England before

the sth of Elizabeth, and bas never been: ex-

f ,tended to fuch as have been introduced fince

| thar time,  This limitation has given occafion

| to feveral diftin@ions which, confidered as rules

of police, appear as foolifh as can well be ima-

gined.
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-"-gmwd T has ‘been adjudged, for. mmple, uhar. Cﬂxx 4

& coach maaker ‘can  neither htmf&lfmmake I g

"cmp}oy jouﬁntymcn to make his ccrach wh&als;

but muft ‘buy them of a mafter whedwﬂght g

this lateer trade having been exercifed in Eng-
Tand before the sth of Elizabech.  Buta wheel-
wright, thoush he has never ferved an apprens
ticelhip to a coach-maker, may cither  himfelf
inake er employ journeydien to make coaches;
the trade of ‘4 'cosch-maker not being within the
ftatute, becaufe 'not exercifed in E nglami at ithe
time ‘when it was made. ' The 'manufiGures of
Manchetter,  Bir. mngham, and Wo!vcrhampmn,
are ‘many of | them upon: this ‘account, not withia
the ftature 5 not haviog been exercifed in Ln.gland
before the sthof Elizabeth. ik .
In France, " the duration of apprentawfhlps is
d:f?crcnt in  different towns and in different
 trades.  In Paris, five years i5 the term leqmled
|in a great ntmber; but before any perfon can be
qualified 1o esercife the trade as a malter, he
~muft, inmany of them, ferve five years more as

a jourpeyman.  During this) latter term hé s

called the companion of his mafter, and the term
itfelf is called his compauionmip :
" In Scortland there is o gcnem] law which re-
: guiates univerfally the duration of apprentice-
thips.  The term is different in different corpo -

rations,  Where it is long, a part of it may

gencrally be redeemed by paying a fmall finé,
In molt rowns too a very finall ‘fine is fufficient
to purchafe the feedom of any corporation, ' T'he
weavers of lines and hempen cloth; the ‘principal

manu-
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3 IFI"'“ manufa&ures vof the cm'.ntry, as well as’ 4l other
g artificers fubfervient to-them, wheel-taakers, reels
malcers, 8cc. may exercife their trades in any town
corporate  without paying any fine. Inall towns
corporate all perfons are, free to fell butcher’s
meat upon any lawful’ dav of the week. Three
years is in Scotland a common term of appren-
t:ceihip, ¢ven in fome very nice trades; and in

_ gmcral I knowof no countryin Europe m whxctn
corporation laws are fo little oppreffive. '

. Tnz propetty which cvery man has in his ¢ own
I:meur, as it s the' otiginal fmmdauon of all
other property, fo it is the moft facred and ins
violable, .« The patrimeny of 4 poor man hes in

el ﬁrength and dexterity of/ his haunds ; and to
hinder him from employing this ftrength and
dexterity in what manper he thinks proper with-,
out injury to his neighbour, is a plain violation
of this moft facred property. It is a manifeft
encroachmernt wupon the jult liberty both of the
workman, and . of thofe who might be difpofed
to employ him. = As it hinders the one from

; workmg at what he thinks proper, (o it hinders
the others from employing whom they think
proper. To judge whether he is fit to be em-
ployed, may furely be trufted to' the diferetion of
the employers whofe intereft it fo much concerns.
"The affected anxiety of the law- gwcr, left they
fhould employ an. 1mproum perfon, 1s cwdcmly
as inpertinent as it is opprefive,

Thae infticution of long apprenticefhips can give
no fecurity that mlufhc:mt workmanthip fhall not:
frequently be expoled to public fale. - When this

is
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“isidone it is generally the effelt of fraud, jand o H A 2.

not of inability ; and the longelt apprencicefhip bt

can give no fecurity againft fraud. ' Quite dif-
ferent regulations are necelfary: to prevent this
abufe. ‘The fterling mark upon . plate, and the
{tamps vpon linen and woollen cloth,  give the

purchafer much greater fecurity than any ftature

of apprenticefhip.  He generally looks at. thefe,
. bur never thinks it worth while to enquire 'whe-
ther - the workmen had ferved a feven years ap-
_prﬁnticcﬂ]ip.'" Sl :

| Tae infitetion of long apprenticefhips has
00 t_en‘den.cy-to form young people to indufllry.
A journeyman who  works by the piece is likely
to 'be induftrious, "becavfe he derives a benefir
 from ‘every exertion of his induftry. An ap-
yprentice is likely to be idle, and almoft “always
s fo, becaufe he has no immediate intereft to be
‘otherwife. . In the inferior employments, the
- fweets of labour confift alcogether in the recom-
pence of labour,  They who are fooneft in a
_condition to enjoy the fweets of it, are likely
Hooneft to conceive a relith for ity and to acquire
the early habit of induftry. A young man na-
tu"réllyﬁ conceives an  averfion to labour, when
for a long time he receives no benefic from it
The boys who  are put out apprentices from
public charities are generally bound for more than
the ufual number of years, and they generally
turn out very idle and worthlefs W

ApprEnTicksHIpS were altogether unknown t

the " ancients, ' The rcciprocal duties of malter
and apprentice. make a confiderable article in

» ; 5 €Yery
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Kevery modern eode. i Ths Rmnau Jaw is pers
'W;feﬁly filent with regard: to. them, L know no

G:emk or Latin word LI might venture, 1 N
: hevc, to aﬂcrl: that. there is. nanc} whmh, (8

i prefles the idea we now apnex ko the word Ape
| prentice, a fervant, beund to work at apamcular
trade for the benefit of a maiter, durmg a term

of years, upon condition that, chm maf?m {hall |

! seach him ehat tradel L0 oL
iy ' L@NG a,ppremzcrfhips are; aamgceher unnes
Bt il ccﬁ'ary . Tbe arts, which au. much fuperior to.
| cammon Imdts, fuch as thofe of mak;mr clocks-

and watches, contain no fuch,  myftery as o re-
quuc a long courle of 1r;ﬂrm§hon. ‘Lhe firft
invention uf‘ fuch. beautiful #machines, inderd,
and even that of fome of the infirements enis
'_pmyed in mak:r;b them, . mult, no doubt, hdve,
been the work ' of  deep thoutmt and long time,
and may juftly be confidered a3 among the hap~
pieft efores of human ingenuity.. But  when -
both have been fairly invented and are well un-
derftood, to explain to. any. young many | in the
completeft manner, how to apply the inftru-
ments. and how to conﬁru& the, machines, can-
not well require more. than the leflons of a few
weeks ; perhaps thofe of a few days might be
fufiicient. . la. the common mechanic. trades,
thofe of a few days might certaindy be fufficiens.
The dexterity of hand, indeed, even in common
trades, cannot  be sequired without 'much prac-
cice and experience. . But a young man  would
practife with much more diligence and atteﬂt:un,
if from the beginning he wrought as a _journey-
man,



wluch he'coﬁldl. ;zt:cuie; and paﬁ{ﬁg“ih hzts

for the materials which he mlg!u: f"m“«fimes fpﬁ_. i._ :

through awkwardmﬂ% and mcxpermnce, H:a
education would generally in this way be more
effe@tual, and always lefs tedious and expcnﬁve..
The ma{ter, indeed, would be a lofer. * He
would lofe all the wages of ths apprentice, which
he. now faves, for feven years together.  In the
end, perhaps, the apprentice himfelf would be a
dofer, I a teade fo eafily learnt he would have
more competitors, and his wages, when he came
1o, be a complete workman, would be much lefs
“than at prefent.. The fame increafe of competi-
tion ,would reduce the profits of the mafters as
well a5 the ‘wages of workmen, . ‘The trades,
the crafts, (the myfteries, would all be' lofers.

But the public would be a gainer, the work of
all artificers coming in’ this way muizh chcaper

to imarket: | ! ;
Ir is to prevent this redu@ion of price, and
confequently “of wages and profit, by reftraining
thav free competition which would moft certainly
‘oceafion ir, that all corporations, and” the greater
part of corporation laws, have been eltablifhed,
In order to eret a corporation, no other autho-~
rity in ancient times was requifite in many parts
_of Europe, but that of the town corporate in
whiclh ic ‘was eftablithed. « In England, indeed,
a charter from the king: was likewife neceffary..

Bur this prerogative of the crown feems to have
been referved rather for extorting money from
the fubject, than for the defence of the common
i diberty
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0 K hberty sgainft fuch opprefive monopohes. ‘Upont
~w paying 2 fine to the king, ‘the' chatter feems ge=
nerally to hdve been readily grinted; and when
any particular | clafs of artificers ‘or /traders
thought 'proper to aét ‘a3 a corporation  without
a2 'charter; fuch adulterine guilds, as they were
Vo ealled, were pot always disfranchifed upon  that
G account, bat abliged to fing annually to the king
(G pé'rmiﬁibr’r' to exercile their ufurped  priyi-
SObia i leges ®u v he ) imimediate ‘infpettion of all cor<
' povations, and of the bye-laws which they might
think proper to enact for their own governmment;
belonged to the town:corporate in which they
were cltablithed ; and whatever difgipline was ex-
ercifed over them, proceeded  commonly, not
from the king, but from  that greater incorpos.
ration of which thofe fubordinate ones were only
parts or members. s @
Tur government of towns corporate. was al-
- together in the hands of traders and artificers; and
it wag the manifeft intereft of every particular
clafs of them, to prevent the market from being:
over-ftocked, as they commonly exprefs it, with
their own particular fpecies ‘of ' induftry 5 which
is in reality to keep it always under-ftocked,
Each clafs. was eager to eftablith regulations
ptoper for this purpefe, and provided it was al-
lTowed to do fo, was willing to conofent that every:
other clafs thould do the fame. 'In confequence
of - fuch | regulations, indeed, each clfy wag .
obliged to buy the goods they had occafion for. -

® See Madox Pirma Burgi, p. 26, &o.
from
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But  in recompence, ' they were enabled | cé :Ifebl»-
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their ewn jult as much dearer; fo that ﬁa farip .

was as broad as long, 2y they fay; and in the

dealings of the different clafies within the town
‘with one another, none of them were loférs by
thefe regulationsy But in their dealings with the

country they were all great gainers; and in thefe
latter dealings confifts the whole trade whiCh Iup-
ports and enriches every town, |

Every town draws its whole ﬁ;bﬁﬂcnée, and:

al the materials of its mdu[try, from the country.
It pays for thefe chiefly in two ways: firft, by
fending back to the country a part of thofe ma-
terials: wroug,ht UP and manufalored ; in which
cale their price is augmented by the wages of

the workmen, and the profits of their maﬁers o

immediate employers ;. fecondly, by fénding to

it a part both of the rude and manufaured pros

duce, either of other countries, or of diftant
parts of the fame country, imported ‘into the

towny in which cafe too the ongmal price of

thofe poods is augmented by the wages of the
carriers or failors, and by the profits of the mer-

chants who employ them. ln what is gained
upon ' the firlt of thofe two branches of com-
merce,  confilts the advantagc which' the ‘town:

makes' by its manufattures; in what is gained

upon the. fecond, the advantage of its ioland and -
. foreign itrade.. The wages of the workmen, and

the profits of their different employers, make up
the. whole of what is gained upon both, - Wha-
¥er. 1 Q ever
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% aver mgulstm, fthwrefaw“‘tena to 'increafe thofe
e waged and | pmﬁt*s“ beyond what ‘they otherwife
( . would 'bey tend to enablé the town to purchafe;

fif with a fimalier quantity of its fabour, the ‘produce

of a greauev quantity of the labour of the country-

They give the traders and artificers in the town

at adv#ﬁtage over the ]‘and?ords faemers, and

labourers in the country; and break down that
ndwrab»ecﬂ.aahty which wosld ocherwife take plaée. '
g i the commerce whiich is carried onh’ between'
o them. = The whole annual produce of the la-
Bour of  the fociety is annually divided berween
thofe two different fets' of people. | By means of
thofe 1‘r:*gulmcns a greater fhare of it 1§ gwcn 1o
¢he inhabitanty of tht: town  than wou}d other-
wife fail to them'y .md a lefs co' thofe af the
country ;

Thie price’ whlch ahe town rcaﬂy pays for. the ;
proﬂﬁems and matcmh annually imported into
ir, is the quantrty of - mamhfa&ures ‘and  other
‘goods anmxaily exported fiom it The ' dearer
e latter are’ fold, the cheaper the former are
'beught "The induftry “of ‘the town becomes
more," and that of the cmmtry lcl‘s zﬁi?antau
getbus. A - i
e the Mindultry whnch is camed on'
“town. sy every-where in Iwrope, more advan.
‘tageous ‘than that’ whick' 'is carried on' in' the
country, without ''entering into ' any very nice
computatlom, ‘we mayfiatisly obrfelves by one
yery fimple and obuious. obfervation;  In every'
country of Burope we find, at leafl; at hundred
'people who ' have' acqum:d great: fortunes from

: fmall
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m&uﬂry whmh pmperhy kit
one ‘who' has done fo by that whh:h pmped}r,- S
lonigs«ito the eaumrypthe’*rmﬁng ‘efirude prok
duee by the improverent and cald vation: of dand,
indg&r% cherefore, muft beiberter rewardedsdhe
wages 1ot labour and the pmhts of fock muf
evidently be ‘greater in' the lone firvation than 1in
the others! 'But flock and labour naturally feek
the mioft acivamageous emplﬁ}'mﬂnt. They bas
wirdlly, therefore refort as’ much as they can
'm the !owm anddefert the country, ‘

- Tue  ighabitants of a1 town bmrw mlle&el
into onhe: place,  van ' eafily: eombme together.
The' moft infi onificant  trades t‘a:rled O i towns
have' acwrémgly, ‘in forne. place’ or other, been
incorporated s and even where they have never
been incorporated, yet the ‘corporation fpiric;iche
Je‘aloufy of fitangers; the averlion to' take appren-
tices, or to communicate the feeret of their trads,
generailv prevati in them, and often teach, them,
by voluntary (affociations | and  agreements, | o
prevent  that, free: competition ‘which  they cannot
prohibigy! by by&-laws. The trades which employ
buar: a fenall number of hands, ron molt | ealily
nto. fuch combinations. < Half a dozen: woal-
combers, perhaps, are neceffary o keep a thoufand
pinners and iweavers at work. - By combining
not to take apprentices, they can not only. engrofs
 the emgwybmﬁn, ‘but reduce. the lwhole ‘many-.
fatture into a fort of: ﬂavery to themiclves, and
raife the prtce of their labour | much-above what
1s due to the nature of their work,

Qg | T HE
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BO 0K O Tgl inhabmnts af rhe ----- s:euwry, difpcrfc‘d in
wdnﬁant ‘places, cannot cafily combine together.

They have rot only never been incorporateds
. bur the corporatmn‘ fpirit never has prevailed
among them. No apprenticefhip has ever been
thought neecffary to qualify for hufbandry, the
great trade of the country. (After what are called
the fine arts, ‘and the liberal pmf'ciﬁonsj hows
ever, tht:ra is pcrhaps no trade which requires fo
great a ) variety of knowledge and ‘experiences
The innumerable volumes which have been Wit
ten upon it in all languages, may {atisfy, us, that
antongft the wileft and moft learned nations, it
has never bccn_raga,:ded as a matter very ealily
underftood.  And from all thofe volumes . we
fhall in vain astemopt to”colledt that knowledge
of irs various and complicated operations, which
is .commorly poffefied even by the common fars
‘mer; how comempwbuﬂ) foever the very con-
temptible authors of fome of them may. fome-
times affe® o !‘pcak of him. ‘There is fcarce
any common mechanic tradey on _th_c,..._qqn;ra[y,
. of which all the eperations may not be as coms-
pletely and diftinétly explained in a pamphlet of
a very few pages, as it is poflible for words il-
luftrated by ﬁgures to explain themw.  In the
hiftory "of she arts, now publifhiog by the French
academy, of fciences, feveral of  them are ac-
rually explained \in this manner. The  direc-
rion  of operations, befides, which muft be va-
ried with every thange of the weathery as well
as with * many other  accidents,  requires: much
morg judgment and dilcretion, . than  that  of
i thofe
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~thofe which are always thc fame, or very nearly‘ &
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" Nor only the art. cf the f;u mer, the generai
dlre&mn of the operations of. hufbandry,  but
many inferior branches of country labour, require
much more fkill and experience than the greater
part of mechanic trades.  The man who works
upon brafs and iron, worlks with inftruments and
upon materials of which the temper is always the
fame, or very nearly the fame.  But the man who
ploughs the ground with a team of hotfes or oxen,
works  with inftruments of which the health,
ftrength, and temper, are very different upon dif-
ferent occafions.  The condition of the materials
which he works upon too i6 as variable as that of
the  inftraments which he works with, and both
require to' be managed with much judgment and
difcretion.  ‘The common  ploughman, though
generally regarded as the ' pattern of [tupidity
and ignorance, 'is feldom defective in this judg-
ment and difcretion. He is lefs accuftormed;
indeed, to focial intercourfe than the mechanic
who lives in a town, His voice and language
are more uncouth, and more difficult to be wn-
derftood by thofe who are not ufed to them. His
underftanding, however, being accuftomed  to
confider a greater variety of objedts, is generally
miuch fuperior to that of theother, whofe whole
attention from morning till night is commonly
occupied in performing one or two very fimple
operations.  How much the lower ranks of people
in the country are really fuperior to thofe of the
gown, is well known to every man whom either

O 3 ] bufinefs
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L ,'-“,?K bufi mfsv ot curiofity. has led o mnmﬂ: uch

h——wdthh both, In. Chma. and fndoﬂfan accordibgly
both the rank and the: wages of country labourers
are’ fzud ta be fuperior to thofe. of ithe! greater

~ partjof artificers and manufalturers, They would
;-pmhab}y bc ia eveg;r where, ;f t:orpamtmn l&ws

4
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4
g
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: -'country;. is not. almﬂather nwmg m c:;rpnratacna'-

and. corporation laws.: It is fopported by many

: other reguiations. The high duties upon foreign
e o mannfaltures and upon. all gnous imported by
i alien merchants, &l tend to the fame purpofe.
Corporation. laws enable the inhabitants of towns
o raife their pnces, without feari ing o be undirs
fold by the competition: of their own country~
men. . Thofe other regulmuns fecure them
aqually.aqamﬂ: that  of foreigners, . The en-
hatcement of price occafioned by both is eveiy-
where finally paid; by, the landlosds, farmers, .and
 labourers of the, country, who have feldom . op-
pofed the eftablithment of fuch’ mouapolxcs. They
have cominonly feither inclination nor fitnefs to
enter into. combinations ; ‘and the. clamour and
] fophiftry of merchants and mamﬂ;&urcm eaﬁiy
{- - perfuade them that the private interelt of a part,
' _ 4nd of ‘a’ fubordinate ‘part of the fociety, is: the

{,ﬁncral intereft of the ‘whole.

‘1w Great Bricaia the fuperiority of the mduﬁry

0F the towns oyer that of the country, feems o

have béen greater formerly than in: the prefent

divies.  The wages of country labour: approach
f e NEArex



' trading and . g i
' are Iald m havt; dqme in the la{’c cen ury, or m ;
the begmnmg of the prefent. T'his change Jmay
be regarded s the eceflary,. though very. Hate'
confequeme of the extraordinary encouragement
given to the mdu[’uy of the' towns. The ftock
acwmulamd in them. comes in time to be fo
great, that it can no longer be employcd with -
the -ancient profit in .that fpecies  of induftry
5',wh1ch 15 pchhar to them. . Lhat md.;&xy has
£y hmws Tike: gvery, Qchcro -and the increafe of
';,ﬁock by mcreaﬁng the | competition,. necea-
_nly reduces the profit, 'lhr- lowering of profic
in the town forccs out flock to the country,
' where, by creating a new demand far _country
~labour, . it neceflarily ra:ibs its wagés. Lwltithen
dpreads ielelf, if I may fay: {0, over the f"sce of
the land, and by being employed in agriculeure
is in part n:ftﬂrcd to the counury, at the expence
-of which, o g great meafure, it had originally
‘been acCumulatcd in the town. That every-
where in Earope the greateft mprc}vemenzs of
the.. country have been owing to fuch overflow-
ings. of the, fock originally accumulated in  the
_towns, thall endeavour to {hew hcreafcer, and
 at the fame time to demonflrate, that though
fome countries have by, this cousfe attzined to a
ccmﬁdcmblc degree of epulcm.c, it is inoaclelf
nem.ﬁ’a-nl»y flow, uncertain, liable to be difturbed
-and interrupted by innumerable . accidents, and
in evcry relpect congrary to the order of nature
- O A ‘and
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W 2 Hnd of \rcafon. I Thc linterefts, ;:n‘ejudtces, laws
t.-a-v-uh- and ‘coftoms which have given occafion to it, I

ihall endcamur to cxplam as fully and d:[’tmé’tly

'as T can in the thild and fourth bnoks of this

‘inquiry. - i
Prorre of thc f’arne tradc l”cldcm meet  toge-
thcr, even for merrlment and dwerﬁon, but the
Lonver{anon ends in ‘a canrpuacv agamﬂ: the
public, or in fome contrivance fo raife prices.
Ir is unpo{ﬁble indeed, to prevent. fuch. meetmgs,'
by any law ‘which cither could be executed, o
would be confiftent with liberty and juftice, But
though the law cannot hinder people of the fame
trade from fometimes affembling together, it
ought to do nothing to facilitate fuch aﬁcmblles,.
much lefs to render them neceffary,

A 'reeuraTion which obliges all thofe of the
fame trade in a particolar town to -enter their
names and places of abode in a public regifter,
facilitates fuch aflemblies. It connedts individuals
who might never otherwile be known to ‘one ano-
ther, and gives every man of the trade a dlreﬂ'ton
whete to find every other man of it. "

A rrcurariox which enables thdfe of the fame
trade to rax themfelves in order to provide for
their poor, their fick, their widows and orphans,
by giving themn ‘a common ‘intereft to manage,
renders fuch affemblies neceffary. _

Ay incorporation not only renders them ne-
ceﬂ‘a;y, but makes the aft of the majority bind-
ing upon the whole, Ina free trade an effectual
combination cannot be eftablithed but by the
umnlmous confent of gvery fingle trader, and it

cannot
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; 'tannm: laft lcmger than every ﬁngle tradﬂyj conti- ¢
nues of the fame mind." The majority € of a cor-
porat;dm can enaé 'a bye:law with' proper pe-
nalties, 'which will limiv the compeunon foore
effectually and mote durably than any valuntary
combination whatever. : _
Tug pretence that corporations are ncceﬂary
for the better government of the trade, is with»
out any foundation, The real and effectual dlf-
cnphne which 'i& exercifed over a ‘workman, 18
not that of bis corporation, but that of his
cuftomers, Tt is the fear of Jofing their em-
ployment which reftrains his frauds and correéts
his negligence,  An exclufive corporation ne-
ceflarily weakens the force of this difcipline. A
~ particular fer of workmen mauft then be em-
ployed, let them behave well or ill. It is upon
this account, that in many large mcorporatcd
towns na tolerable workmen are to be found,
even in fome of the moft neceflary trades. If
you would ' have your work tolerably rexecuted,
it muft be done in the {uburbs, where the
workmen, having 0o exclufive privilege, have
nothing but their charaer to depend upen, and
you muft then finuggle it into the town as well
as you can. .
Iz is in this manner that the pol:cy oF Europe,
by reftraining, the competition.in fome employs
ments to a fmaller number than weuld otherwile
be difpofed to enter into them, occafions a very
important inequality in the whole of the advan-
tages and difadvantages of the different employ-
ments of labour and ftock, ~ .
: SrcoNDLY,




ofan. oppoﬁ:ﬂ kuid in l:he: whokz QF che advamag@ﬁ
and dlfadvan;agg:s of thc d}ﬁ"w:nt emgkaymcms Qf
Jabour and ftock,” | | i
T dw hay becn conlidered 35 qf 10 mufzh m;pmt-
_'ancc that .a, proper | number of youag people
fhould, be cducaw,d for certain profeMions, thagy
fornetimés the. public, and {omc.nmes they piety
of private. founders have . eﬁabhfhcd many, pens
fions, feholagfhips,y exhihmona, bmnrles, Bec,
for/this purpofe, which draw many more; paoplc
~ into thofe wrades than could O'hCl\V‘ff. prerend
zo. follow them. In all chlxﬁlan muntrles, 1 be-
hew:, the education of the greacer part of church-
‘men is paid for ‘in this manner. ' Very, few. of
them. are educated altogether at their own &x-
pence. Theilong, tedious, and cscpen{' ive educa-
“tion, therefore, of thofe who are, will ‘not aIWa}‘s
~ procuse them a fuitable reward, the church being
_ crowded ‘with. people who, in “order to get em-
ployment, are willing to accept of a much fmaller
~ recompence than what fuch an cducanbrr wauld
otherwife have entitled them ‘to; and in this
inanner the competmcn of the poor takes away
.the, reward of the rich. It would ‘be mdecmt,
_ 90 doubr, to compare either a curate or'a chaplain
with @ journeyman in any common trade. ~ The
pay of a'curate or chaplain, however, ay ‘very
preperly be conlidered as of the fame 'nature
< wich the wages of a journeyman. They are, all
three, pazd fur their work  according to ‘the con-’
tract



H 'ﬁr‘a& wl-iwh»thcy m.zsr ppen
refpeltive {upcrinrsi. L afeer |
the fourteenth century, ﬁwe merks,  co ';.ammg_
about as much ﬁl‘#er a8 tenkpoumz’as of' m},r prc..
fent m.)ney, was' in England the ufual pay. of | 3
curate or a (tipendiaty parith prieft, as we fiod it
reguia&ed by the decrees of ftveral dlﬂ‘erent nas
tional conncils. | At the fame period four pcncc
a day, cortining the fame quantity of filyer as
a. thilling lof our prefent money, was declared to
‘be the pay of a’ mafter mafon, and three pence
a day, equal 1o nine pence of our prefent money,
that of a joarneyman mafon *. ‘I'he wages of both
thefe  labourers, therefore, fupppﬁng them  to
have been conftantly cmploycd were much fu-
perior to thofe of the curate, The wages of the
mafter imafon, fuppoling him to have been wich-
out ‘employment ‘one  third of the year,  would
have folly equalled them. By the 12th of Queen
Anne; ¢, 12,0t is declared; © That whereas for
¢ want of fufficient maintepance and encourage-
¢ ment ‘to | curates, the ' curcs have in feveral
¢ places been meanly fupplied,  the bithop s,
¢ therefore, empowered to appoint by writing
¢ under ' his hand and feal a fufiicient certain
¢ dtipend. or allowance, not exceeding ﬁfcy and
“ not ' lefs than twenty pounds a year.”  Forty
pauhﬂ@ @ nyear is  reckoned at prefent very
‘good pay for 2 curate, and notw:chﬁandmg
this att’ of parliament, there. are many  eura-
cies undcr twenty pounds a year, . There are

. _f. Sr:e _gh_t_:ﬁtqt:\_;tc of .I_,abourers,. 25 Ed. 111,
: journeymen

mike with their © 8.4 o
‘f:ﬁddln (of lataetas |




mnn!y w reducé' ﬁhe pnce mf thmr Jabour m e
very palrry TECOmpEnce, | it

| Beroge the ihvention of rhc art of plmtmg;
t‘le only emp}oymcnt by which a man of letrers
t:ould make any thing by his. talents, was that of
a puBlic or. private taacher, or by*commumcanng
to other people the ' curious and: ul'cful ‘know-
Jedge which he had acquired hionfelf: am} thig

s ﬁlll furcly a_ more lmnoumbl’e, a mol"c ufeﬁﬂ,
and m ‘general even a more’ profitable  employ-

ment than that other of writing for a, book(ellery

to which the art of printing has given occafion.

The time and ftudy, the. genius, knowledge, and
application ' requifite to qualify an ‘eminent

teacher of the fciences; ate at leaft equal to what
is neceffary for the greateft practitioners ‘in law
and phyfic. But che ufoal reward of the emi-
nent’ teachers bears no ptoportion to that of the

Jawyer or phyfician; becaufe the trade of the

one is crowded | with md:gent people who have
been brought up to it at the public ‘expence

- whereas thofe of the other two are incumbered

with very few who have not been educated at
theie awin. . The ufual recompence; however, of
‘public: and 'private teachers, fmall as it may
appear, would undnubtedly be  lefs than it is; if
the compctuton of ‘thofe yet more indigent men

" of letters who 'write for bread was not taken out

of the market. . Before the invention of the art
of printing, a fcholar and a beggar feem to have
been rerms very nearly {ynonymous. T he dif-
ferent governors of ' the univerfities before that

time
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kind Had been cftablithed:

times,  before any eharities of dhis
for' ‘the' ‘education of

s
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indigent \people to' the' learned profefiions, the -

rewardy of eminent teachers appear to have been

much’ mote | confiderablel  Ifocrates, it what' is

called' his ditourfe” dgainft che fophifts, re-

proaciies ‘the teachers ' 6f Kis own 'fimes With in. |

confiftency. ' *¢ They 'make the mol magnifi-
cent'promifes to their feholars,” fays hey ¢ and gat
dertake to teach them to be wife, to' be Happy,
and'to Etc Jult, and i) return fdt'-_ fo "imfmrfarir &

Aervice, they ftipulare  the paltry reward “of foar

or five! mine. | They who reach Wifdom,” con.

tinties hey < ought certainly o be wife themfelvess

but. i any mate were to fell fuch a bargain for
fuch a'price, e would be convicted of the niolk

evideat folly.”” He cesrainly does ‘Hot' mean

‘bere' to exigoerafe the reward, and we 'may be

- affured that'ic 'was ‘not lefs than he reprefents ie.

Four ‘minz were equal o thirteen pounds’ fix

- thillings ‘and. eighr-pences. five | ming 't fixteen
pou ads thirteen Mhillin gs'and four-pence.  Some.-
thing not lefs than the larget’ of thofe two fums,
‘therefore, muft ac that itime have been wflally
" paidi o' the 'moft eminent teachers at Arhens

Hocrates himfel demanded ten ring:; or thirty-

three ‘pounds fix (hillings and eighit-pence; from

each’ febolar, ' When he taught at Athensy hetis
faid to 'have had an hundred fcholursy” I tndere
ftand this to/'be the number wh om he taughe at

“enc tine, o ‘who attended what' we' would eall

anec
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¥ "LO Kone courfe of leGtures, a number which: will not
e ADPEAT cxtraordmarf from fo great a city to fo
famous 2 teacher, who tauwht too what was at
that time the moft Faﬁuoxlabic of 1 all “feiencies,
rhetoric,  He  muft- have made therefore, .by-
each courfe of lectures, a thoufund ‘minae, o
33334 65 84, A thoufand minge, accord-
ingly, s faid by Plutarch in another place, 1o
have been his Didaron, or ufual price of teach-
ing.  Many other eminent. teachers in thofe
times appear o have acquired great fortunes,
Gorgias made a prefent 'to the temple of Delphi
of his own ftatue in (olid gold,. . We muft not; I
prefume, fuppofe that iv was as large as the life,
His way of living, as. well as that of Hippias
and, Protagoras, two other erninent teachers of
thofe times, i3 reprefented by Plato as' fplendid
even to oftentation.  Plato” himfelf 'is faid to
have lived with & good deal of magnificence.
+ Ariftotle, after having been tutor to Alexander,
and moft’ munificently rewarded, as it is univer-’
fally agreed, both by ‘him and his father Phxhp, :
thought it woetl - while, notwithftanding, to 're-
turn to Achens, in order to refume the teachmg
of his fchooli. Teachers of the! fciences were
probably. in ' thofe times lefs common than they
came to be in an age or two afterwards,’ when
the. competmon had: probably fomewhat reduced
both the price of their labour and the adiriration
for their perfons.. The moft ‘eminent- of them;
however, appear always to have enjoyed a degree
of confideration much fuperior tovany of ‘thetlike
profellion in the prefent timess ! I'be Athenians
fent
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e Camcadcs the academic, and  Diogenes thc i H il

ftoic, upon a folemn embafly to Rome; and M

though their city had then declined from its

former grandeur, it was fill an independent and
confiderable republic.  Carneades too was a

. Babylonian by birth, and as there never was a
people more jealous of admitting foreigners to
public offices than the Athenians, their confide-

ration for him muft have been very great.

Twris inequality is upon the whole, perhaps,
rather advantageous than hurtful to the public.
It may fomewhat degrade the profeflion of a
public  teacner; but the cheapnefs of literary
education is furely an advantage which greatly
over-balances this trifling inconveniency. The

~ public  too r.mght derive fill greater benefit

from it, if the cen[’mtutmn of thofe fchools and
colleges, in which education is carried on, was

more reafonable than it is at prefent through the

greater part of Europe, _

Tairoty, The policy of Europe, by obftruét-
ing the free circulation of labour and ftock both
from employment to employment, and from
place to place, occafions in fome cafes a very in-
convenient inequality in the whole of the advan-
tages and diladvantages of their different ems
ployments.

‘Tur flatute of apprenticefhip obftruéts the
free circulation of labour from one. employment

to another, even in the {ame place, ' The ex«.

clufive privileges of corporations obftruct it from
one place to another, even in the fame em-
ployment,

Vor. 1o . P Ir
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I " ""Frcquf&ntly happens that** wh:le hvgh ‘wages.
are. given: to the workmen in one. mannta&ure,"-
thofe in anuther are obl;ged to ‘content 'them:
felves with bare fubfiffence.  The one is in an

dvancmg frate, and. has, thﬂrefore, a continual
' demand for, new hands: the other is 'in 4 de-
clining {tate, and the fupcr~abundance of hands
is continually increafing,  Thofe two manufaqm'
tures may fometimes be in the fame town, and

) _'-femenmea in the fame nc:ghbcmrhond, thhaur. e

being able to dend the. leaflt affitance to one
" another, The fatute: of apprenticefhip  may
oppofe it in. the one cafe, and both that and an
exclufive 'corporation in the other.i In many
~different manu&duus, however, the ' operations
are fo much alikey that the workmen could eafily
change wades) with lone another, if thofe ablurd
laws did not hinder them,  The arts of weaving
plain linen and plain flk, for: emmple, ate (als
moft entirely the fame, T hat of weaving plain
woollen is fomewhat different; but the differs
ence 15 16 inlignificant, that either a linen or a
fille weaver might become a tolerable workman
in.a few, days. I any of thofe three capital
manufaétores, therefore,  were deuaying, the
workmen might find a refource in  one of the
other two whlch was in a Mmore profperous con-
: _dll:lo’l, and their wages would neither: rife too
high in the thxwmg, nor. fink ‘too low in the
decaying manufatture, | The linen manufa&ure
indeed is, in. England, by a particular. {tatute,
open to every body; buc as itis not much culy
twatcd through the greater part of the country,

i



of other decaymfr ‘manufa&ures, whu, wherevcrw
the fatute of apprenncamtp takes place, have no”
other choice but either to come upon the parifly,’

or to work as coniman labourers, for! whmh,z"{b}f
their habits, they are much worfe qualified than.
for' any fore of manufatture’ that bears any: ve~
femblance to their own. They generally, th(,re-
“fore, chufe to comie upon the parith,

" Waarever obftruds the frée circulation ' of
lsbour from one employment to another,' ob-
ftraéts that of ftock likewife ; the quantity of
flock ‘which can be employed in any branch of
bu{inefs depcndmg very much upon that of the
labour which can be employed in it. | Corpora-
tion laws, however, ‘give lefs obftru@ion to the
free circulation of ftock from cne place to an-
other, than to that of labour. Tt is every- where:
‘mtch eafier for 'a wealthy merchant to obtain
the privilege of . trading in a town corporate; than
for a poor artificer to obtain that of wc:kmg
in it iR :

W TrHE tﬁ:ﬂru&mn wh:ch corpuratlon Liws give
to the free gitculation of labour is common; I
 believey to every part of Europe.  That which
is given to it by the poor laws is, fo far as T
know;  peculiar. to England. It confifts in the
difficolty. which a2 poor man finds in obtaining a
fettlementy  or even in being allowed to exercife
his induftry in any parifh buc thatito which he
belongs. | It isithe ldbour of artificers and ‘ma |
nufacturers only of which the free circulation is
obfirudted by corporation lawss  The difficulty

Py ink
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3 010 K of obtmmng fettlerents obftrufts even that of
g COMmon labour, It may be worth while to give

fome account of the rife, progrefs, and prefenc
{tate of this diforder, the greatcf’c pcrhaps of any._
in the police of England.

. Waen by the deftruétion of monafteries the
poor had been deprived of the charity of thofe
religious 'houfes, after fome other ineffecbual at-
tempts for their relief; it was enadted by the 43d
of Elizabeth, ¢. 2. that every parifh ﬂmuld be
' bound to provxdc for its own poor; and that

“overfeers of the poor fhould be annually  ap-
 pointed, who, with the churchwardens, fhould
raife, by a parifh rate, competent {ums for this
. purpole.

By this ftatute the necefﬁty of providing for
their own poor was indifpenfably impofed upon
every parith.  Who were to be confidered as the
poor of each parifh, became, therefore, a quefs
tion of fome importance,  This quelftion, after
fome variation, was at laft determined by the

15th and 14th of Charles II. when it was en-
alted, that forty days undifturbed refidence
fhould' gain any perfon a fetclement in any pa-
rith 5 but that within that time it fhouid be law-
ful for two jultices of the peace, upon complaint
made by the churchwardens or overfeers of the
' i)odr, to remove any new inhabitant to the parith
where he was laft legally fettled 3 unlels he either
rented a tenement of ten pounds a year, or could
give fuch fecurity for the difcharge of the parifh
where he was then living, as thofe juftices thould
judgc"fufﬁcicm.. : '

13 Somz
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" Somt frauds, /it is faid, were committed in © "xf‘-l-".--- :

confequence of this ftatute ; parith officers fome- \omyed

‘times bribing their own poor to go clandeftinely

to. another, parifh, and by keeping themlelves

concealed for forty days to gain a fecclement
there, to the difcharge of that to which they

properly belonged. ' It was enated, therefore,

by the 1ft of James II. that the forty days undif-
turbed refidence of any perfon neceflary to gain
 a fettlement, fhould be accounted only from the
time of his delivering notice in writing, of the
place of his abode and the number of his family,
to one of the churchwa.rdcns or overfeers of the
parith where he came to dwell,

Bur parr{h officers, it feems, were not always
more honelt with regard to their own, than they
had been with regard to other parifhes, and

fometimes connived at fuch intrufions, receiving
the noticey and taking no proper ﬂeps in ' con- .

fequence of it. |« As every perfon in a parifh,
therefore, was fuppofed to have an intereft to
prevent as: much as poflible their beéing bur-
dened by fuch intruders, it was further enated
by the 3d of William III. that the forty days
refidence fhould be accounted only from the pub-
lication of fuch notice in writing on Sunday in the
church, immediately after divine fervice,

« ArrER all,” fays Do&or Burn, ¢ this kind

<« of fetlement, by continuing forty days after

“ publication of notice in wnrmg, is very fel-
« dom obrained; and rthe defign. of the aéls i8
« not {o much for gaining of fetclemengs, as for
¢ the avoiding of them by perfons coming into

P . % a parifh
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iy -""‘ﬁ a pamh c.]mdtxﬂ:mely for. thc gwmg "oﬁ' fio-
! 'vw-d“ tice is only putting'a fo»cc upon, the parifh, 1o

i remove. But if a perfon’s Gtuation. is fuch,
¢ thac it is doubtfol whether he is adually re-
-‘-‘...moveablc or not, he fhall by giving of notice
¢ compel the parith either to allow him. @ fettle-
.ce'-'rnem uncwtwfh.d, by fvfﬁ:rmg him to con-
< tinue forty days 5 ors by rem&vmg hxm, tzo tny. _
_‘F;;:;the p:&h;. N " '
. Tws fratate, therﬂfore, rendcred it almoﬂ: im-
"pm&rcabrlsc for a poor man to gain a new fettle-
ment in the old way, by forty days inhabitancy.
But thae it might not appear to preclude altoge-
ther the common peaple of cne parifh from ever
eftablithing themfelves with {ecurity in another,
it appointed four other ways by which a fettle-
ment might be gained without any notice ' de-
livered or publithed.. The firt was, by being
taxed to 'pa.:i[h rates and paying themy the fe-
cond, by ‘being cledted into an annual panﬂ1
‘ofﬁce and ferving in it a year ; .the third, by
: Frrvmg an . apprcnqceﬂ'np in the parith; the
fourth, by being hired into fervice there for a
year, and contmumg in the fame ferwce durmg
the whale of it ! - ;

Nosoby can gain a fe:clement by either of the-
‘two firft ways, but by the public deed of the
whole parifh, who are too well aware of the con-
- {equences to adopt any new-comer who has no-
thing but his labour to fupport him, either by
taxing him to parifly rates; or by eleding him into
a parith office, ) :

No



_that no marr:ed fcrvant fhall gm any fctthrmunt:
by being hired for a years: The principal cﬂ’c&,_’
of" mcroduémg fettlement by foVkCt', ha* btﬁn' t3
putiout in a great meafure the old fafhion of '
hiring for ‘a \year, which before had been ' fo
cuf’tcmary in England, that even at this d*ty, i
no parmular term 'is agreed upon, the law in.
tends that cvery fervant is hired for a year. But
mafters ‘are not always willing to give their fer-
vants'a fe:niemcnt by hiring them in this: ‘manner
and f'ervants are not always w1lhng to be o hired,
becaufe, as every laft fecclement difcharges all the
foregoing; they might ‘thereby lofe their original
© fettlement in the places of their nativity, the ha«
Bitation of their parents and relations, s
/'No independent workman, it is evident, whe-
{ther labourer or artificer, is likely to gain any
new fettlement either by apprenticefhip or by
fervice.  When furh a perfon, therefore, carried
his induftry to @ new parifh, he was liable to be
rertidvcd how healthy and induftrious foever, at
the caprice of any churchwarden or overfeer,
unlcfs hc either rented a renement of ten pounds
a year, a thing impoflible for one who has  no-
thing but his labour to live by; or could give
fuch fecunty for the difcharge of the parifh as
rwo Juftices of the peace fhould judge (ufficient.
W hat.fccumy._t_hcy fhall require, indeed, is lefe
altogether 1o their difcretion; but they cannot
wcll reqmre lefs than thirty pounds, it having
- P4 . -been
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=l :? K bem ena&ed that thc purchafe. even. of a free,
Mhold eftate of lcfs than  thirty pounds value,
‘fhall pot gain any perfon 2 fertlement, as not

| being fufficient, for the difcharge of the parith.

; . But this is a fccurlty which fcarce. any man who
== | lives by labour can give; and much greater fecu-

0l ey ds frequently demanded,

LAY In order to reftore in fome meafure that fice
' circulation of labour which thofe different fta-
* tutes had almoft entirely taken away, the invention
of certificates was fallen upon. By the 8th and
gth of William I, it was enacted, that if any
o Perton thould bring a certificate from the parith
‘where he was laft legally fettled, fubfcribed by
. the ¢hurchwardens and overfeers of the poor,

= . and allowed by two juftices of the peace, that
= every other parith fhould be obliged to receive
= “him; that he fhould not be removeable merely
~ . upon account of his being likely to become
g chargeable, but orly wpon his becoming actually
Bl (00 chrgeable, Tand that then the parith which
= granted the certificate fhould be obliged to pay
the expence both of his maintenance and of his
removal. And in order to give the moft perfect
fecurity to the parifh where fuch certificated man
fhould come to refide, it was further enacted by
= * the fame ftatute, that he fhould gain no fettles
i ment there by any reans whatever, except either
by renting a tenement of ten pounds a year, or
by ferving upon his own account in an annual
parifh office for one whole year; and confe-
 quently neither by notice, nor by fervice, nor by
=3 appzcnticefhxp, nor by paying parifh rates. By
the
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was further enated, that ‘neither the fervants nor .

apprentices of fuch certificated man: thould gain |

any fettlement in the parﬂh whem he reﬁdcd un&er |
fuch certificate, .

Hotw far this invention has reﬁ:ored that ﬁreg

circulation of labour which the precedmg Ataruees
had almoft entively taken away, we may learn

from the following very judicious obfervation of ' '

Dodtor Burn. ¢ It is obvious,” fays he, ¢ that

€8

‘there are divers good reafons for requiring

“ icertificates '\'v'ith.per’-fons-coming to fetde in
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any place ;. r;amtly, that perfons refiding wn«
der them can gain no fettlement, neither by

'apprcnnce[hlp, nor by fervice, nor by giving

'notice, nor by paying parifh rates ; that they
<K

can fettle neither apprentices nor fervants;
that if they become chargeable, it is cer-
tainly known whithet to remove them, and
the parith fhall be paid for the removal,
and’ for their maintenance in the mean time;
and that if they fall fick, add cannot be re-
moved, the parifh wInch gave the certificate
muft maintain them: none of all which can
be without a certificate.  Which reafons wiil
hold proportlonably for parifhes not granting
certificates in ordinary cafes for it is far
more thian an equal chance, but that they will
have the cerrificated perfons again, and in a
worfe condition.” The moral of this obfervas

tion feems to be, that certificates ought always
to be required by the parifh where any poor man

comes to refide, and that they ought very feldom

0




'I‘HE N&T’URE ANE& LAUSE& OE

“.“ &e) bs granted by ithat: which he purpo{'cs to leave,
wws ¢ There is fomewhat of hardthip. in this mateer
1 Q_{_ certificates,” \fuys the dame very l_nrelhgm.ﬁ

~author, in his: Hiftery of the Poor Laws, ¢ by

% putting it in the power of a parifh. officer; to

« imprilon a man, asi it were for life; however

¥ inconvenient it may be for him to continue ag

~# that place where he has had the misfortune to
el acflmre vyhat 18 Callﬁd a fcttlcmcnt, or wha‘,tu_

L advantage hc ‘may propoﬁ: to h:mfclf by

itk hvmg elfewhere,”” .

W Trovcn a certificate carries along w;th it no

tcﬁlmomal of good behaviour, and certifies no-

thing but that the perfon belongs to the parifh
to which he really does belong, it is altogecher
ﬁlfcrcrlonary in the parifh ‘officers eithier to grant.

, corto refule at. A mandamus was once moved fory

i fays Doétor Burh, to compel the churchwardens

i and overfeers to fign a certificate s but the coure

of King’s Bench rejected Lhe ‘motion. as a very

firange attempt, |

: TnrE very unequal pnce of labour whxch we

i frcqucmiy find in Hngland i places at no great

diftance from one another, is probably owing to

_  the ob&ruﬁhon which the law of {ettlernents gives

i o a poor man who would carry his induftry from

one parifh to fmother w:cbout a certificate. A

fingle man, indeed, who is healthy and induf-.

trious, may fometimes refide by fufferance with~

e " out oney but a man with a wife and family who

fthould attempt to do fo, would in moft parithes

be fure of being removed, and if the fingle min
fhould afterwards marry, he would generally be
9 removed

t
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their’ {uper«abundance in’another, as'it . is con-

ﬁantly inScotlands) anc?, T believe, in ‘all “other ul

countries where there is no difficulty of fectle-
mient. | 'In fuch’ countries,  though  wages' may
formetimes rife a livile in the neighbourhood ‘of 2

greag town, ot wherever elfe there 15 an extra-

nrdmary demand for labour, ‘and fink gradually
as the! diftance |from' fuch places increafes, till
they fall back ‘to the common rate of the coun-
try s yet! we never mect with thofe fudden and

'unaccountableg differences in the wages of neigh+

bouring =piaces.whi-ch' we {ometimes find in Eng-
land, where ‘it is often more difficule for a poot

. man to pals the artificial boundary of a parith,

than an arm of the fea or 2 ridge of high moun= -
tains, natural boundaries which fometimes fepa-
rate very diftinctly different rates of wages in othcr‘
countries. :

To remove a man who has committed no mlf_
demean_aur from the parith where he chufes to
refide, is an evident violation of natural liberty
and jultice. | The common people of England,

however, fo jealous of their liberty, but like:the

common people of moft other countries never
rightly  underftanding wherein it confifts, have
now. for more than a century together fuffered
themfelves to be expoled to this oppreflion with«

out a'remedy.  Though men of refleGtion too”

have fometimes complained of the law of fettle-
mients as a public grievance ; yet it''has never
been the objet of any. general popular  clamour;

fuch -

. ; army df’ hands in one ° ‘§{A il j'j'
therefem, cannq always \be relieved by a....u.,m




